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Islay mourns
HUNDREDS of people turned 
out to pay their last respects at 
the funeral for Ciara Caskie 
Allan, the teenager who lost her 
long fight with a brain tumour.
Full story – page two.

Asbestos worry
THE NEW owners of the Isle 
of Seil’s Highland Arts Centre 
have ceased renovations until 
an investigation into possible 
asbestos is completed.
Full story – page three.

Fears for Scouts
OBAN’S Scout group is in 
danger of closing down owing to 
shortage of adult leaders. Now 
an appeal is being made for 
more helpers to step forward. 
Full story – page four.

Driving force
OBAN’S Motor Fest drew more 
visitors than ever on Sunday as 
it moved from its traditional 
home at Mossfield to a revamped 
Station Square.
Full story – page five.

Trip back in time
A FORMER Islay man recalls 
the day Port Ellen police station 
housed renowned author George 
Orwell in one of its cells 
overnight.
Full story – page seven.

Best for shinty
LOCHSIDE Rovers won the 
Sutherland Cup while Kyles 
Athletic returned to the top of 
the Marine Harvest Premiership. 
Full reports – pages 28 and 29.

There was drama aboard Oban lifeboat this month ... but not involving a rescue at sea. Saturday September 9 was a historic day for the volunteer crew as it was the 
� rst time two of the crew were married – to each other. A blue yacht departed the North Pier pontoons and was escorted across the bay to Dungallan Park by Oban 
lifeboat Mora Edith MacDonald. The yacht was carrying Oban RNLI crew member and press o�  cer Leonie Woolf to her wedding. Upon arrival at the pontoons, an 

RNLI guard of honour was waiting to line the path to her marriage to fellow RNLI crew member and deputy mechanic Andrew Mead.

Happy couple ‘hitch’ a lift on their own lifeboat

Shortage of carers sees crisis 
worsen for vulnerable people
AN INABILITY to recruit 
staff has resulted in a home care 
crisis in Oban, with vulnerable 
people being left without help.

And the situation could inten-
sify due to a private provider 
issuing Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil’s Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) with notice 
this week that will see it cease to 
provide care.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for health and social 
care, Kieron Green, said: ‘There 
have been issues with one 
provider in particular and that 
provider has served notice on 
us – it will be ceasing to provide.

‘There has been a meeting 
today [Monday] looking at how 
we can transfer [staff] over to 
the other providers. Our priority 
is to make sure that everyone in 
the community is safe.’

An emergency HSCP meeting 
took place last week to discuss 
the ongoing problem with caring 
in the area – with the minutes 
subsequently leaked to the 
media.

Reports show that 6,000 hours 
of care have not been covered in 
Oban and the surrounding area 
since January, meaning that 
vulnerable people have been 
left for hours without care and 
medication.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
regarding carers missing 
appointments, Mr Green said: 
‘I think that’s a real concern. 
That has left people in totally 
unsatisfactory conditions. 

‘I have heard of really quite 
horrendous examples of people 
where the appointments have 
been missed – you can’t allow 

that to happen. Home care is a 
vital service, where people have 
to trust that you will deliver 
and at the moment, for some 
people, that does not seem to 
be the case.’

The problem is being put 
down to a lack of staff.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell is urging the HSCP to 
restore public confidence.

Mr Russell said: ‘All these 
issues, and more, have led me 
to believe that the public, like 
myself, have lost confidence in 
the current management and 
governance of the HSCP and 

accordingly urgent steps must 
be taken to restore that confi-
dence.

‘However, just more commit-
ment to further “consultation” 
will not be enough. The time for 
that has passed. 

‘It is now imperative that 
change is made that results in 
competent, locally sensitive and 
fully accountable management 
of our essential health services. 

‘I also believe it’s vital our 
care workers are provided with 
equitable terms and conditions 
of employment, so they can feel 
valued and properly supported 

in an often challenging and 
stressful job.’

Former Oban councillor Neil 
MacIntyre said: ‘Somewhere 
along the line, someone is going 
to have to make a decision. We 
know there are problems, so do 
we change or do we carry on the 
way it is?

‘This is not a new thing. The 
lack of care staff and not being 
able to do care in the commu-
nity has been apparent for quite 
a while.’

Councillor for Oban North 
and Lorn Julie Mckenzie add-
ed: ‘It’s evident that some of the 

most vulnerable people in our 
community are currently being 
failed by the HSCP. The crisis in 
care at home has been building 
for some time and recruitment 
and retention of staff is only one 
part of the issue.’

A spokesman for the HSCP 
said that providers have been 
struggling to recruit and retain 
staff locally, and local managers 
are working to ensure that ser-
vices are still being delivered.

A community care action plan 
has been developed to ensure 
this is the case. 

The spokesman added: ‘The 

HSCP has also arranged for 
additional staff to be drafted in 
at short notice from other areas 
to assist the local care providers 
with the staffing pressures they 
are experiencing.

‘This additional support has 
ensured all home care visits 
are covered and all clients are 
receiving the appropriate level 
of care.

‘Senior HSCP managers have 
also been working with the 
providers to develop a medium- 
to long-term plan which, it is 
hoped, will attract new recruits 
into the care profession.’

Care home warned over standards
A CARE home in Benderloch 
has been issued with a formal 
warning following an inspection 
that raised serious concerns, 
writes David McPhee.

The Care Inspectorate has 
served a formal Improvement 
Notice on Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home following a number of 
unmet requirements – including 
a lack of hot water.

The report said baths and 
showers were ‘rarely used’ in the 
home which houses 62 elderly 
people, adding: ‘This meant that 
residents could not get a shower 
or bath when they wanted or 
indeed needed one.

‘This leaves residents more 
susceptible to skin problems and 
infections, and does not promote 
the dignity of the residents.’

The insufficient hot water also 
impacted the availability of clean 
clothing and bedding the report 
said. 

‘One shower on the first floor 
had been replaced but required 
a new base as we noted mould 
on the shower wall,’ the report 
added. ‘The water pressure in 
the shower in Rowan unit was 
weak and lukewarm and not fit 
for purpose.’

While inspectors noted staff to 
be kind, caring and hard work-
ing, the home was rated weak 
in every department when the 
inspection took place in June.

The notice lists six areas which 
require urgent improvement, 
including supporting people to 
maintain a standard of hygiene 
and personal appearance accept-

able to them; staff knowledge 
and practice of how to treat pres-
sure ulcers; and ensuring there is 
a record of the level of assistance 
required by each service user 
to allow them to move safely, 
together with a record of any 
specialist equipment that may be 
required.

Another problem highlighted 
was that people with dementia 
were not routinely having pain 
assessments. The Care Inspec-
torate was also not confident that 
medication was being managed 
and administered safely.

A spokesperson for the Care 
Inspectorate said: ‘The Im-
provement Notice clearly lays 
out the changes we need to see 
so the care provided to residents 
improves quickly. 

‘We will visit this care home 
again soon to check on progress 
and, if we are not satisfied that 
the matters raised are being 
addressed urgently, we will not 
hesitate to take further action. 
Everyone in Scotland has the 
right to safe, compassionate care 
which meets their needs and 
respects their rights.’

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for health and social 
care Kieron Green said: ‘I am 
disappointed the company has 
not improved the quality of care 
at Lynn of Lorne Care Home. 
It’s unfortunate it has got to the 
point where there was a formal 
notice served.’

Efforts were made to contact 
McKenzie Care, but there was no 
response before going to print.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

The Stables Spa

Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD   Tel: 01631 720371   Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk

For full list of 
treatments 

and spa days 
please visit 
our website
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Robertson House opens
It was fitting that Lord Robertson should 
have officially opened on September 9 
the housing development in the former 
police station at Port Ellen which is now 
called Robertson House and named after 
the distinguished politician.

The property, situated in Frederick 
Crescent, has been converted into housing 
geared for young people, aged between 
16 and 25 years, local residents on low 
incomes and those who are homeless or at 
risk of being in this situation.

The extensively renovated property 
consists of six self-contained one bedroom 
and studio flats, with administrative and 
letting arrangements being carried out by 
the West Highland Housing Association.

The Labour peer, who served as the 
Minister of Defence and Secretary Gen-
eral of NATO, has strong links with the 
station house as this is where he first saw 
the light of day in 1946 while his father was 
the serving police sergeant at Port Ellen.

The family connection with the station 
goes back even further as Lord Robert-
son’s grandfather was the officer in charge 
of the Port Ellen property from 1900 until 
1911.

Accompanying Lord Robertson at 
the ceremony was Sir John Mactaggart 
of Ardmore, whose Port Ellen station 
project, closely linked to the charitable 
Ian Mactaggart Trust, helped to finance 
the £470,000 development, while a fur-
ther £180,000 came from the Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Empty Homes and Loan 
Scheme.

Sir John received the full support and 
financial backing for the venture from his 
uncle Sandy Mactaggart, the Canadian 
philanthropist and educator, whose death 
in July of this year saddened all who knew 
him both here and in Canada.

The former station house dates back to 
1885 and among the non-criminal one-
night cell occupants during the Robertson 

tenure was Eric Blair, better known as 
the author George Orwell. The reason for 
his overnight stay was that he had missed 
the ferry connection to Jura where he was 
writing his dystopian novel 1984.

Another policeman resident at the Port 
Ellen station in the early years of the 
20th century was Lewis-born Norman 
Morrison, who had previously served at 
Port Charlotte. He became a leading au-
thority on adders and also knew a thing or 
two about eels. More details of Norman’s 
life and career in a future letter.

Another affordable housing provision 
for Port Ellen has been officially opened 
by Councillor Robin Currie at Dail na 
Mara (the Sea Meadow) on the outskirts 
of the village.

The development, also by the West 
Highland Housing Association, provides 
four one-bedroom, 10 two-bedroom, and 
four three-bedroom accommodation.

For more on this story, turn to page 7.

Book festival
THIS year’s Islay Book Festival festival 
will run from September 29 to October 

1 and will feature a variety of events in 
various venues throughout the island.

In a break from tradition, this year’s fes-
tival will have a Jura day on September 28 
with events taking place in the local care 
centre and primary school.

Festival highlights will include a crime 
evening in the famous Round Church 
at Bowmore, space exploration in Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle and guided walks to 
local places of interest, including the Mull 
of Oa and Portnahaven and Port Weymss 
in the Rhinns peninsula.

Also featured will be island photography 
by Jura-based Konrad Borkowski along 
with bookbinding and writing workshops, 
poetry challenges and puppetry.

Authors appearing in the busy line-up 
include Colin MacIntyre of the Mull His-
torical Society, writers Helen Sedgwick, 
Sara Sheridan, E S Thomson and Dr Ken 
MacTaggart.

Providing the poetry input is Pauline Pri-
or Pitt and Ryan van Winkle, and festival 
goers will also have the opportunity to test 
their bardic skills.

Catering for younger supporters will 
be Bookbug leader Lynda Copper, chil-
dren’s writers Barbara Henderson and 
Alan Windram, while Gaelic song and 
story will be the domain of Uist singer and 
raconteur Linda MacLeod.

Local authors Jenni Minto and Les Wil-
son, as well as leading the Oa and Rhinns 
tours, will also entertain the residents at 
the Gortanvogie Eventide Home at Bow-
more.

The island festival was established by a 
group book-minded volunteers in 2006 
and among past participants were Ruth 
Rendell, Christopher Brookmyre, Val 
MacDermid and former makar and play-
wright Liz Lochhead. 

Further details can be obtained on: www.
islaybookfeastival@co.uk.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

Sir John Mactaggart and Lord George 
Robertson cut the ribbon.

RAASAY’S � rst legal distillery 
opened on Saturday September 
16.

Whisky makers R&B Distillers 
o�  cially opened the Isle of Raas-
ay Distillery when spirits writer 
and whisky expert Dave Broom, 
founder of scotchwhisky.com, cut 
the ribbon into the production 
room.

Co-founders of R&B Distillers, 
Alasdair Day and Bill Dobbie, 
along with friends, family and 
islanders celebrated the opening.

Raasay’s � rst 
distillery opens

Hundreds turn 
out to mourn 
brave Ciara

Ciara remained positive throughout her long illness.

CLOSE on 400 mourners 
crowded into the Round Church 
at Bowmore last Saturday morn-
ing to bid their final farewell to 
16-year-old Ciara Caskie Allan 
who died in the local hospital 
on September 12 after gallantly 
fighting the effects of a brain 
tumour for 13 years.

Included among the mourners 
was a large representation from 
the local high school where 
Ciara had been a pupil.

Conducting the service was 
the Reverend Valerie Watson 
who, in a fulsome tribute, 
referred to Ciara as ‘making 
the most of every day’, as well as 
having a great zest for living and 
a capacity for joy.

The brain tumour was diag-
nosed when she was just three 
years old and led to her under-
going eight brain operations and 
four rounds of chemotherapy.

The island community, 

greatly affected by Ciara’s 
illness, pulled out all the stops 
and raised an outstanding 
amount of money which helped 
to finance her stay and treat-
ment in Oklahoma, USA, where 
she underwent three months of 
proto beam radio therapy.

Unfortunately, cancerous cells 
were discovered in the tumour 
seven years ago and a massive 
bleed last year led to left-side 
paralysis and a fight for survival.

Despite these setbacks, she re-
mained highly optimistic and had 
a bright and cheerful personality.

Last year, saw her help launch 
a £200,000 Glasgow Children’s 
Hospital charity appeal to fund 
the provision of a pioneering 
endoscope which will benefit 
young people from across Scot-
land.

She also had a great love of 
music and her favourite song, 
Glee’s Don’t Stop Believing, 

was performed at the funeral 
by the high school choir. Other 
featured music included selec-
tions by Tide Lines, also high 
on her list of favourites.

Ciara now rests at peace and 
the thoughts of the community, 
along with those of people 
far beyond these shores, are 
with the Allan, Kennedy and 
Caskie families as they come to 
terms with their untimely and 
tragic loss.

The family said on the Ciara 
Caskie Allan Appeal Facebook 
page they ‘would like to thank 
everyone for your very kind 
messages of support. We always 
new Ciara was a very special 
person and it’s of great comfort 
to us to know so many people 
thought so too. She was a truly 
special person who met life 
head on with such optimism and 
enthusiasm; she will be forever 
missed but never ever forgotten.’

Tiree 
surfer Ben 
takes on 
the world
YOUNG Tiree surfer Ben Larg 
is flying the flag for Scotland this 
week in Japan.

The 12-year-old from Balemar-
tine is representing his country 
at the ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships in Hyuga from 
September 23 to October 1 after 
clinching a national title.

Ben finished second in the 
U16 finals of the Scottish Na-
tional Surfing Championships, 
behind Tiree’s other champion 
young surfer, Finn MacDonald 
of Balevullin, earlier this year 
at the beach break of Dunnet 
Bay, Thurso.

Then in the U18s class, it was 
an East Coast versus West Coast 
final as the island’s Finn and Ben 
faced Peter Laing and Michael 
Wimbledon. But it was Tiree’s 
pint-sized ripper Ben Larg who 
carved his way to victory on the 
sets. Ben also took second place 
in the U14s.

Ben crowdfunded to trav-
el 5,800 miles to the largest junior 

surfing contest in the world, which 
promises to ‘define the future 
stars of surfing; those who could 
potentially be the first surfers 
to represent their nations in the 
Olympics when the sport makes 
its Olympic debut at the Tokyo 
2020 Games’.

Ben easily smashed his £3,500 
target, the bare minimum needed 
to get him to Japan, and he had 
also been granted funding from 
the Tiree Trust. His crowdfund-
ing page explains: ‘Growing 
up on a remote Scottish island 
encouraged Ben to chase one of 
the island’s biggest assets – the 
waves. Since the age of two Ben 
has been surfing on the white 
sandy beaches of Tiree alongside 
his parents Marti and Iona. Now 
he’s a Scottish champion beating 
young men six years older than 
him on a regular basis.

‘Ben has the opportunity to surf 
against the world’s best with the 
hope that one day he will be world 
champion.’

An independent TV production 
company is also following his 
story.

Ferry ran over pontoons and grounded after losing control

Mull charity is granted £10,000

A LOOSE screw and a lack of 
instructions led to a CalMac 
ferry losing control and running 
aground off North Uist last year, 
an investigation has concluded.

The MV Hebrides ro-ro ferry, 
with 45 passengers, 32 crew and 
14 vehicles on board, was at-
tempting to dock at Lochmaddy 
in gale force winds and rough 
seas on the morning of Septem-
ber 25, 2016, when it missed the 
pier and overturned moorings 
before coming to a stop on 
the rocks. No-one was hurt in 
the incident, but the ferry was 
damaged and was taken out of 
service for repairs.

The Marine Accident In-
vestigation Branch (MAIB), 
which published its findings on 
Wednesday last week, said con-
trol was lost in the ferry’s port 

controllable pitch propeller 
(CPP), which was ‘stuck ahead’.

The master attempted to 
control the ferry’s movements, 
but he was unable to prevent it 

running over several mooring 
pontoons, and then gently and 
briefly grounding, before run-
ning back over the pontoons. 
A length of mooring chain 

wrapped itself around the star-
board propeller shaft, and the 
hull and starboard bilge keel 
were also damaged. 

‘No water ingress was identi-
fied,’ the report stated.

The loss of control, it explained, 
was ‘caused by the loosening of 
a setscrew (grub screw) within a 
servomotor assembly’, which had 
not been secured by a ‘thread 
locking compound’.

Furthermore, ‘service instruc-
tions for the maintenance of the 
servomotor were not available 
to ship’s engineers or shore-
based service engineers’, and 
‘an alarm system that had been 
recommended by the control 
system manufacturer had not 
been fitted. 

It took the bridge team two 
minutes to realise that control of 

the port CPP had been lost. By 
then, the ferry was less than 200m 
from the pier roundhead and was 
still making good 10 knots.

‘The bridge and engine control 
room teams were not sufficient-
ly prepared or practiced to deal 
effectively with a loss of control 
in confined waters.’

A spokesman for CalMac said: 
‘We note the MAIB’s report, 
which largely confirms the 
findings of our own investigation 
into the incident. Since the 
grounding in September last year 
we have put in place a number 
of processes to mitigate the 
issues raised and will continue 
to monitor these areas to ensure 
our procedures meet the highest 
possible standards and give our 
customers assurance that we take 
their safety very seriously.’

Ben Larg is heading to Japan.

THE Roses Charitable Trust on 
Isle of Mull has been awarded 
a £10,000 grant from the Scottish 
Children’s Lottery.

Through the Roses Project, the 
charity works with marginalised 
and vulnerable young people to 
deliver exciting and challenging 
courses in an outdoor environ-
ment.

Jane Sayer said on behalf of a 
‘delighted’ trust: ‘This fantastic 
donation will help us to continue 
delivery and development of our 
highly regarded courses for many 
deserving young people across 
Scotland.’

Dorothy Fenwick, trustee of 
Chance to Study, which operates 
under the Scottish Children’s 

Lottery, said: ‘The Roses Project 
on the island of Mull is a fantastic 
example of just the kind of char-
ity which the Scottish Children’s 
Lottery is keen to support.

‘Many of the young people who 
benefit from its work come from 
difficult home environments in 
areas experiencing acute depriva-
tion and social exclusion.’ 

The ferry lost control while attempting to moor. Picture: Ben Wear

STV presenter 
Jennifer 

Reoch visits 
Roses Charita-

ble Trust to 
present a 
cheque to 

Andy Spink, 
founder and 
director, and 
Jane Sayer, 
company 
secretary.

Fears after 
salmon 
escape
RIVER workers have raised 
concerns for wild salmon around 
Mull after 11,000 salmon escaped 
from a fish farm in Loch Na Keal.

Scotland’s Aquaculture, which 
registers fish escapes, recorded 
the loss of an unknown number of 
Atlantic salmon, aged 12 months 
and weighing 2.8kg on average, 
from the Scottish Salmon Com-
pany’s fish farm at Geasgill near 
the Isle of Ulva, starting on Au-
gust 15. The reason for the escape 
is recorded as ‘unknown’.

However, the Scottish Game-
keepers’ Association (SGA) 
Fishing Group stated: ‘It has now 
been confirmed 11,040 farmed 
salmon have entered local rivers 
including the River Ba.

‘On four beats directly affected 
by the escape, a total of around 
250 of the fish have been ac-
counted for, leaving thousands 
travelling through local systems.

‘Ghillies have been ordering any 
farmed salmon caught to be killed 
and not returned. However, given 
other high profile escapes around 
the island’s waters there is now 
real concern that cross-breeding 
between cage escapees and wild 
salmon will weaken the wild 
gene pool, with unknown biolog-
ical consequences.’

Greg Marsh of the SGA 
Fishing Group, who looks after 
operations at River Coladoir and 
Loch Scridain, said: ‘The Ba is a 
class one river, which means it is 
rated by Scottish Government 
scientists as having the highest 
grading for conservation of wild 
salmon.

‘There are now a lot of farmed 
fish through it and up into Loch 
Ba. People here are up in arms. 
What effect is this going to have 
on the wild fish?

‘The likelihood of crossbreed-
ing is a real concern, so people 
need to know the difference if the 
impacts of these escapes are to be 
contained in any way.’

Marine Scotland, an arm of the 
Scottish Government managing 
Scotland’s seas, confirmed to 
The Oban Times that 11,040 
farmed salmon had escaped.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
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Six months for Oban man who spat on woman
AN OBAN man has received a six-
month jail sentence for spitting on a 
woman’s face.

Andrei Tsilikin of 3-2, 23 High 
Street, was found guilty of the assault 
when he appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday September 11.

Tsilikin is already serving a custo-

dial sentence in HMP Greenock. He 
was due to be released in April of next 
year, but will now serve an additional 
six months.

The incident took place just after 
1pm on June 30, 2017, at Argyll 
Square, Oban. 

Tsilikin denied the charge, with his 

position being that it was he who was 
assaulted.

However, Sheriff Patrick Hughes 
disagreed after hearing evidence from 
one police officer and four civilians.

The court heard that following the 
altercation, the victim made her way 
directly to Oban Police Station, leaving 

the saliva on her face to show the police. 
And a police constable testified to 
seeing a wet patch on the victim’s face.

Sheriff Hughes said: ‘This is a se-
rious assault on a woman in a public 
place,’ and opted for Tsilikin’s six-
month sentence to run consecutively 
to his current jail term.

Dunbeg activist demands 
40mph limit on the A85
HUNDREDS of people have now 
pledged their support and signed a 
petition asking for improvements to 
be made to the A85.

The Oban Times has been campaign-
ing since the beginning 
of the year for upgrades 
to be made from Oban to 
Connel.

The Stay Alive on the 
A85 petition started 
following a number of 
tragic and heartbreaking 
accidents that have taken 
place on that stretch of 
road over the decades. At least 11 
people have died in the past 17 years.

A member of Dunbeg Community 
Council who uses the road on a daily 
basis believes there should be a 40mph 
speed limit from Pennyfuir Cemetery 

to Saulmore Farm, saying: ‘There’s 
far too much traffic and too much 
going on for it to be safe for a 60mph 
road. There are so many junctions.

‘I think it’s horrendous because you 
are trying to get out onto 
a 60mph road and there 
are cars going both ways.

‘And when you get out 
you have to get up to 60 
as fast as possible.’

The Stay Alive on the 
A85 petition is calling 
for a reduction in the 
speed limit, an extension 

of the double white lines to prevent 
overtaking between Connel and 
Oban, and a lay-by to be created at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.

Sign the petition at www.obantimes.
co.uk/stayalive85

POLICE
FILES
with Sergeant 
Chris Edwards
Vehicle damage
BETWEEN noon and 1pm on 
Thursday September 14 in 
Stevenson Street, Oban,  a black 
Vauxhall motor vehicle was dam-
aged. Witnesses are asked to call 
Police Scotland on 101 and  refer 
to crime reference LB01130917 
with any information relating to 
this incident.

Car vandalised
BETWEEN 8pm on Friday 
September 15 and 9.30pm on 
Sunday September 17, a  black 
Ford Fiesta was scratched 
within the car park at Colonsay 
Terrace, Oban. Witnesses are 
asked to  call Police Scotland 
on 101 and refer to crime 
reference LB01310917 with any 
information relating to this 
incident.

Assault
AT ABOUT 2.30am on Sunday 
September 10 outside MacGre-
gor Court, Station Square, Oban, 
a female  was assaulted by 
another female. Witnesses are 
asked to call Police Scotland on 
101 and refer to  crime reference 
LB00850917 with any information 
relating to this incident.

IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation 
to the above, or to any other 
incident, they can contact their 
local police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through  Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Safety fears 
addressed by 
developers
A ONE-METRE high fence 
is to be constructed in front 
of a rock face below Catalina 
Avenue that was being used as a 
shortcut.

The 25-foot drop was deemed 
‘an accident waiting to happen’ 
as it was being used by children 
as a footpath.

A fence will be positioned at 
the bottom of the rock face and 
another at the bus turning circle 
to deter members of the public 
from using the route.

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles Roddy McCuish 
revealed the news at the Oban 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting last week.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
he said: ‘Given the concerns 
that were raised regarding the 
dangerous rock face at Catalina 
Avenue, I am delighted to say, 
after negotiations with the de-
velopers, that they have agreed 
to build a fence. 

‘I would hope that would alle-
viate any concerns about child 
safety.’

Driver 
banned 
for a year 
and fi ned
A 35-YEAR-OLD man has 
been banned from the road for 
12 months and fined £700 for 
drink driving and driving with-
out insurance.

Valentin Matvievici, of Wilton 
Villa, Breadalbane Street, 
Tobermory, was celebrating 
Easter Sunday on April 16 of 
this year. He was drinking with 
a group of friends and drove 
someone else’s car home.

Witnesses phoned the police 
after he drove into a stone water 
fountain on Main Street, Tober-
mory, twice.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty told Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday September 11 that 
witnesses watched Matvievici 
get into the driver’s seat.

Mr McGinty said: ‘He drove 
forward, first colliding with a 
stone water fountain and then 
reversed and drove forward, 
again colliding with the foun-
tain, before driving off without 
stopping to check for damage.

‘One of the witnesses noted 
down the registration, believing 
the driver to be intoxicated.’

Police then arrived on scene, 
where they found no damage 
to the water fountain, but did 
come across a piece of plastic 
from the car. Officers attended 
Matvievici’s home and saw the 
car in the driveway with the keys 
still in the ignition.

After speaking to individuals 
in the house, Matvievici ad-
mitted that it was he who was 
driving the vehicle. The accused 
was then cautioned and charged.

‘While he was being trans-
ported,’ Mr McGinty said, ‘the 
accused informed the police 
that he had crashed into the 
water fountain and also that he 
had crashed into the gable end 
of a house on his way back home.

‘He also indicated that he had 
consumed more alcohol when he 
got back to the house.’

Mr McGinty added: ‘Some of 
the levels may be attributed to 
the post-incident drinking.’

Matvievici’s sample registered 
69mg of alcohol in 100ml of 
breath, when the legal limit in 
Scotland is 22mg in 100ml.

Eddie Thorton, the accused’s 
solicitor, said his client is a Mal-
dovian national and that Easter 
Sunday in Maldova is a family 
celebration. ‘He was not working 
on that day,’ he said. ‘And in effect 
there was going to be a party.

When it came to returning to 
the accommodation, it appeared 
to the accused that [the desig-
nated driver] was in no condition 
to drive. ‘So stupidly Mr Matvie-
vici drove the vehicle.’

Sheriff Patrick Hughes said: 
‘This is a serious offence. It must 
have been clear to everyone in 
the group that if you are taking 
drink to a public park that 
whoever is going to be driving is 
going to be over the limit.’

Matvievici was disqualified 
from driving for 12 months and 
received a £500 fine for drink 
driving and a £200 fine for driv-
ing without insurance.

Agencies probe reports of 
asbestos on Seil’s streets
THE NEW owners of the Isle 
of Seil’s Highland Arts Centre 
have ceased renovations while 
agencies investigate complaints 
of asbestos being released.

Ellenabeich’s former Highland 
Arts Centre was bought by Tony 
Hill, who owns the wildlife boat 
operator Seafari Adventures 
next door, and he plans to turn 
the building into a boat storage 
facility.

However, last week there were 
complaints that work on the 
roof was allegedly scattering 
asbestos debris along the 
roadside, and health and safety 
agencies began investigating.

Ellenabeich resident Graeme 
Bruce told The Oban Times: ‘ I 
have asked Argyll and Bute 
Council and other agencies 
a series of questions with the 

intention of finding out if this 
material is safe and, if it is not, 
who will clear it up.’

Contractor Malcolm Kerr, 
who was working on the roof 
at the time, told us the dust ob-
served was smoke from sawing 
metal, and he was ‘100 per cent 
sure there is not any asbestos 
there: it is cement board. But it 
has to be treated the same way. 
You get suited up, and you get 
masks on.’

The masks and materials are 
then wrapped and put in a skip, 
he added, saying: ‘I would not 
put anybody’s life at risk, my 
own or my workers. Everything 
has been done through the 
proper channels.’

Mr Hill said: ‘Once it had 
come to light that we had been 
reported, all works on site 
ceased. 

‘The task in hand at the High-
land Arts site was to powerwash 

the outside of the building prior 
to a fresh coat of paint.

‘Official bodies were invited 
to visit the site. They came, they 
saw, they concluded. No case to 
answer. 

‘All works, clearing, transport-
ing and disposal of material had 
been completed according to 
due procedures. 

‘All appropriate agencies had 
been informed prior to the 
works being undertaken. 

‘Highland Arts was purchased 
by Seafari in the knowledge of 
the condition of the building via 
a surveyor’s report.

‘Seafari wishes to move on, 
complete powerwashing the 
building, clear up the mess and 
paint as required, but we believe 
we should leave the site as is 
until this saga concludes.’

The Health and Safety Execu-
tive (HSE) said its inquiries are 
still in their early stages.

A spokesperson said: ‘We will 
need to work through whether 
there are matters for the local 
authority to investigate, given it 
is the health and safety regula-
tor for buildings such as the arts 
centre, and that is responsible 
for enforcing on matters relating 
to public safety.’

Argyll and Bute Council said 
this is a matter for HSE and 
SEPA, although an environmen-
tal health officer has also visited 
and found nothing of concern. 

Last Friday, lead environmen-
tal health officer Patrick Mackie 
concluded: ‘It has been alleged 
that the removal of the asbestos 
cement roofing from the western 
range of buildings resulted in 
small pieces of asbestos cement 
debris being scattered along the 
roadside.

‘I visited the site this after-
noon and was accompanied 
by Carolyn Perkins into the 

roofless building and inspected 
the accessible areas around the 
building, including the road 
verge. 

‘I did not observe any material 
other than flakes of paint. There 
are no further actions you are 
required to take.’

Jim Frame, the Scottish En-
vironment Protection Agency’s 
unit manager for Argyll, added: 
‘SEPA is aware of the ongoing 
work at the former Highland 
Arts Centre and of local con-
cerns which have been raised 
about the presence and handling 
of asbestos-based materials on 
the site.

‘It is our understanding that 
colleagues from Health and 
Safety Executive and the local 
authority have been involved 
throughout, and at present 
there are no activities under 
way which require a regulatory 
intervention by SEPA.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Paul Procter, Doug McLellan, Alex MacKenzie, Jamie Barehem and Alastair Jarvie. 16_t38_Border Force01

Yvonne appeals as ‘innocent man is dying’
THE plight of Billy Irving, the 
Connel man languishing in a 
notorious Indian jail, was high-
lighted again this week, writes 
Martin Laing.

Ex-paratrooper Billy, 
together with five other UK 
ex-service personnel employed 
by US company Advanfort to 
provide protection against So-
mali pirates, was arrested by the 
Indian authorities when their 
ship strayed into their territorial 
waters.

Billy’s fiancée Yvonne 
MacHugh this week (Tuesday 

September 19) renewed her plea 
for help to free him and his fellow 
shipmates – one of whom is suf-
fering from cancer. 

In a moving statement on 
her change.org online petition, 
Yvonne wrote: ‘An innocent 
man is dying. He is thousands of 
miles from home with no family 
or friends around him. He des-
perately needs hospital care and 
treatment, yet no-one cares.

‘What will it take before India 
wakes up and realise that they 
are not only destroying the lives 
of our innocent men and their 

families but they are taking away 
the right of medical treatment 
and life?

‘One of them desperately needs 
treatment for cancer.

‘For over 10 months we have 
appealed to the Indian courts to 
allow him out of prison to get to 
a hospital for treatment, to ease 
his pain and suffering and ensure 
he has the best possible chance 
at life. For over 10 months the 
courts have refused this innocent 
man treatment.

‘None of our men should be in 
prison. They are not a danger to 

anyone. They lived for nearly two 
years in India while awaiting trial.

‘They did not flee as they had 
no reason to. Those men helped 
in the communities they were 
living in, they built friendships 
and believed that justice would 
prevail.

‘But the justice system failed 
them, the Indian government 
failed them, their own govern-
ments failed them ... we cannot 
fail them.’

And Argyll and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara has met Foreign 
Office minister Mark Field, who 

has a specific remit for Asia, to 
put further pressure on the gov-
ernment to do more to secure the 
release of the Billy and the others 
who have become known as the 
‘Chennai 6’ (#chennai6).

Mr O’Hara said: ‘This was my 
seventh meeting in just two years 
with my third Foreign Office 
minister to highlight Billy’s case 
and to keep the pressure on the 
government urging them to use 
all its diplomatic influence.

‘I will continue to do whatever I 
can as Billy’s MP to campaign for 
his release.’

First coastal patrol 
vessel visits Oban
A BORDER FORCE vessel that will 
be used to tackle illegal activity 
on the west coast of Scotland was 
in Oban on Friday.

The Oban Times was given the 
opportunity to test drive the new 
coastal patrol vessel (CPV) in the 
Sound of Kerrera. The CPV can 
travel at up to 32 knots and will 
be used to access marinas and 
beaches where waters are shallow.

Doug McLellan, acting head 
of Border Force Maritime Com-
mand, said: ‘This vessel will patrol 
hundreds of miles of coastline 
using intelligence and interna-
tional partnership to tackle illegal 
activity at the border. It will help 
secure the UK border by carrying 
out customs and immigration 
controls for people and goods 
entering the UK. This is the � rst 
coastal patrol vessel to operate 
in Scotland and will support 
existing maritime capabilities.’

People can report suspicious 
activity around the coast to local 
police on 101, or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 
and quoting Project Kraken.

scottishopera.org.uk
Book now

Four singers and a pianist coming to a venue near you

 ASTLEY HALL

ARISAIG 
TUE 26 SEP, 7.30PM

Touring Scotland 
Sep 21 – Oct 28
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The Friends of Scottish Opera

& JTH Charitable Trust



4 NEWS Thursday 21 September, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

OT

Stone skimming 
championship
THE ISLAND of Easdale is prepar-
ing to welcome 350 competitors 
for the annual World Stone Skim-
ming championships.

The event take place on Sunday 
September 24 at noon. There will 
be a barbecue, children's enter-
tainment and bands at the event, 
which promises fun for all ages.

Registration is on the day from 
11am at Easdale Island Commu-
nity Hall. To � nd out more, email 
contact@stoneskimming.com.

There are loads of things to do this weekend

Lifeboat lands £2,000 from charity event

WELL, as the saying goes, 
another day, another dollar! 
Another successful Motorfest 
done and dusted and, thank-
fully on a beautiful weekend, 
it does help make everything 
just a wee bit better, writes 
Oban town ambassador Kay 
MacDonald.

This week we have a charity 
fashion show coming up at 
M & Co in aid of Cancer Re-
search UK tomorrow (Friday 
September 22).

It’s always a good show with 
tickets at £5, including a wee 
glass of wine. It’s a great chance 
to be sociable, see some lovely 
clothes and support a good 
cause. It ticks all the boxes.

At the weekend we have the 
start of the Bookends Festival 
in Benderloch which runs all 
week with a host of great events 

to attend, leaflets to be found 
all around the town, details on 
the town diary or on Facebook.

The Bid4Oban local market 
is in town on Saturday which 
is good for a wee wander and 
might inspire you to try some-
thing different.

And, if the great outdoors 
is more your thing or you’re 
just a big kid like me and 
enjoy throwing stones in the 
water, then the World Stone 
Skimming Championships are 
on this Sunday on Easdale 
Island. It has a worldwide 
following and I defy anyone to 
attend and not want to give it a 
go themselves.

It’s coming up for that time 
of year, windy walks through 
fallen leaves and chilly strolls 
on the beach to throw stones 
in the water before finding 

somewhere warm for a big mug 
of hot chocolate and maybe a 
wee cake. Although you can 
do that any day, it tastes better 
when you’ve been cold.

We’re really lucky in Oban 
with all the fabulous cafes and 
eateries doing lovely drinks 
and cakes. Who needs an 

excuse? Certainly not me.
Did anyone get last week’s 

photo? I must admit to having 
never noticed that window un-
til the day I took the photo. It’s 
on the wee street between the 
two halves of the Regent Hotel. 
This week’s photo needs a wee 
walk along the Esplanade.

THE organisers of the Oban 
Sea Kayak Race have present-
ed a cheque to the Oban life-
boat and its crew members for 
£2,000.

The cash comes from the pro-
ceeds of this year’s race, which 
took place on Saturday August 
26. This takes the total donated 
to the Oban lifeboat from this 
event since its first race in 2010 
to more than £16,000.

Oban Sea Kayak Race 
organisers would especially 
like to thank the following 
safety boat cover for the event, 
without which, the event could 
not take place: Neil Matheson, 
Dr Erik Jespersen, Struan 
and Cameron Smith of Coast-
al Connection and Donna 
Barr in the Kilbowie Outdoor 
Centre boat.

The organisers would also 
like to thank all the businesses 
and individuals around Oban 

bay who continually support 
and sponsor this great event 

every year and make it the 
success it has become.

WHERE IS THIS?

Roadworks 
expected 
to cause 
disruption
‘VITAL’ road improvement 
works will be carried out in 
Oban next month.

The programme will be see 
patching work, drainage repairs 
and kerb replacement done in 
Soroba Road.

Argyll and Bute Council will 
start work on Monday October 
9 and will be on site for a min-
imum of five days.

The council is investing around 
£35,000 in the improvements, 
which are part of a wider £3.6 
million roads capital investment 
programme.

Policy lead for roads and 
amenity services Councillor 
Roddy McCuish said: ‘These are 
essential works that will benefit 
local residents, businesses and 
our many visitors. Once com-
pleted, they will make it easier 
for traffic to move in and out of 
Oban.

‘We have scheduled the road-
works for the school holidays 
when there tends to be less 
traffic and fewer pedestrians. 
This, along with our robust 
traffic management systems, 
will ensure disruption is kept to 
a minimum.’

Along with the patching work, 
the drainage channel systems 
either side of Miller Road will 
be replaced, along with a gully 
outside Lorn Resource Centre 
and a manhole cover in the cen-
tre lane. The kerbs at Mathieson 
House will also be replaced.

During the roadworks there 
will be single-lane traffic along 
Soroba Road, controlled by tem-
porary traffic lights. The lights 
will be in place on the stretch 
of road between the Lynn Road 
and Sinclair Drive junctions on 
Soroba Road.

No access or exit will be avail-
able at Miller Road, which will 
be closed at the junction with 
Soroba to the Mathieson House 
entrance, with diversions via 
Sinclair Drive and Quarry Road. 
There will be no exit available at 
Lynn Road, to simplify traffic 
management through the works. 
Lynn will be closed from Soroba 
Road to the entrance to Dunlo-
nan/Buildbase.

All traffic in Lochavullin and 
Mill Lane will access Soroba 
Road via Lochside Street and 
Market Street. The southbound 
bus route from Soroba Lane 
bus stop will also follow this 
diversion. At Market Street, the 
restriction of right turns will 
be suspended to allow traffic 
to turn left or right under ‘give 
way’.

Gus Bryden handed over the cheque to, left to right, James Hardie (deputy coxswain), 
D M Matheson, Dr Colin Wilson and Tom Kennedy (mechanic).

Scouts could close unless 
new leaders come forward
SCOUTS have been a part of 
Oban for more than 100 years, 
but now the future of the group 
is under threat owing to a short-
age of leaders.

And if the group is unable to 
find new people to help run the 
Oban group it will have to close.

As it stands, there is only one 
full-time leader, Jack Anderson, 
and he is struggling to commit 
every week due to work.

‘If we can’t find some new 
leaders, the Scouts group is 
going to fold and we will end 
up having to sell the hall which 
means there will never be Scouts 
in Oban again,’ Jack said.

‘We are pleading to the town 

to find maybe some ex-Scouts, 
or anyone who has been in-
volved in groups, to help us out.

‘It’s bad for the town if it doesn’t 

have Scouts. It’s a good place for 
children on the fringes.’

Jack explained that children 
who don’t go to football, or 

other sports, tend to come to 
the Scouts.

Oban Scouts are in a position 
financially to go on all sorts of 
trips, but it does not have the 
manpower to do so.

‘To be a Scout leader, you don’t 
need any experience whatsoever 
because I will be there to guide 
them,’ Jack added.

‘My dad has more than 50 
years of experience and he helps 
out when he can, but he can’t do 
it weekly. They just need to be 
enthusiastic, have a love for the 
outdoors – camping and stuff 
like that.

‘Even if they can’t commit 
to coming every week, every 
two weeks would be good if we 
could get a couple. All training 
is given and paid for.’

Being a Scout leader can also 
be a great way to gain valuable 
experience and could even help 
you to land a job.

‘It’s very rewarding,’ Jack said. 
‘For young people, it’s really 
good if they are going for jobs. 
The amount of times I have got-
ten jobs for having Scout leader 
on my CV, as it shows leadership 
skills. There’s all sorts of stuff I 
would never have been able to 
do, such as abseiling, if I wasn’t 
a Scout leader. 

‘You are getting to do all 
these amazing things that you 
wouldn’t do in normal life.’

To become a leader, or to 
find out more, contact Jack 
Anderson on 07793046777 or 
email jackanderson76@yahoo.
co.uk.

Fashion in Oban

We have a winner!

Des takes part in 
mental health ride

M&Co in Oban will be hosting 
a fashion show in aid of Cancer 
Research tomorrow (Friday Sep-
tember 22) at 6.30pm.

The event is being held in the 
M&Co shop at Station Square.

Tickets are £5, including a glass 
of wine, and are on sale now in 
the shop with all proceeds going 
to Cancer Research UK. 

Tickets available and will be 
sold on a � rst come, � rst served 
basis.

A WINNING name for the pirate 
ship at the new Under-Fives play-
park has been chosen by Oban 
Times readers. 

But you will have to wait for the 
big reveal.

The name will be announced 
at 12.30pm at the 25th Birthday 
celebration and o�  cial playpark 
opening party at Atlantis Sport 
and Leisure Centre in Oban on 
Saturday September 30. 

AN OBAN mental health cam-
paigner cycled from Glasgow to 
Edinburgh to get people talking 
about mental health.

Des Macmillan, took part in the 
45 mile Pedal for Scotland event 
on Sunday 10th, to help tackle 
the stigma around mental health.

He was joined by two other 
volunteers, Gary Macdonald and 
Donna Wilson, from See Me, the 
national programme to end men-
tal health discrimination. Along 
the way the cyclists stopped o�  
to hand out See Me badges as a 
way to start conversations with 
spectators on mental health, as 
part of the programme’s Pass the 
Badge campaign.

Des Macmillan, left, with Donna 
Wilson and Gary Macdonald.

A GROUP of young people were treat-
ed to a VIP tour of the new Oban High 
School after winning a hard-fought 
competition.

A total of 64 primary five, six and 
seven pupils from primary schools 
across Oban and Lorn attended a 

STEM showcase event (science, tech-
nology, engineering and mathematics) 
to gain an insight into the world of 
construction and battle it out in a series 
of competitions.

The event was organised by Argyll 
and Bute Council, in partnership with 

Morrison Construction and hubNorth 
Scotland, and saw the children tasked 
with building a variety of items using 
simple everyday items.

These included creating a bridge 
out of straws, strong enough to carry 
a toy car, and making a wind powered 

turbine with enough power to raise a 
paper cup. The competition was tense, 
with everyone eager to win, but in the 
end it was Argyll Construction who 
came out on top to win the VIP tour of 
the new school and a trophy which was 
donated by hubNorth Scotland.

Oban pupils go full STEM ahead at new high school event

Piece of Oban history for £500
THIS Oban church bell once 
rang for the death of Queen 
Victoria and victory over Nazi 
Germany, but now it could 
make a perfect – if very large 
– doorstop, a musical bar stool, 
band kit or restoration project – 
for only 500 smackers.

Oban odd-job men Hector 
MacDonald, William Bonniwell 
and Jack Low were called to 
remove the 132-year-old bell 
from the spire of the Old Parish 
Church, Glencruitten, after its 

wooden support was deemed 
unsafe. The bell, cast in Shef-
field in 1883, is older than the 
category C-listed church, which 
was built in 1893. 

‘It has been in there all this 
time,’ Hector said. ‘We could 
not set up scaffolding inside be-
cause of the height of the tower, 
so we cut it up and lowered it 
down outside.’

‘We were up there with the 
pigeons,’ recalled Jack, who cut 
the inches-thick iron bell into 

quarters with a circular saw. 
‘It was hard to cut: two days it 
took.’

‘It was a killer of a job,’ Wil-
liam remembered too. ‘It took a 
box of discs.’

Back on the ground, the bell 
was welded back together and 
posted for sale on Gumtree for 
£500 for a restorer to ‘do the job 
right’ with cast rods. ‘There is a 
clanger to go with it an’ all,’ Jack 
said, but ‘it has not got a good 
ding: it’s cracked’.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban leader Jack Anderson with some of the local Scouts. 

Left to right, Hector MacDonald, William Bonniwell and Jack Low 
spent two days cutting the bell out of Oban’s Old Parish Church.

LookIng to make home energy efficIency Improvements? 
ask about our Interest-free loan wIth cashback (for a 

lImIted tIme) from the ScottIsh Government*. Interest-free 
loans for renewables systems are also avaIlable.

Get heatIng advIce
and finance to

Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust.  
Successful loans are subject to administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.
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TIME TO TRANSFORM EYE HEALTH
� e Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) and 
Specsavers are urging people to have regular eye tests to help 
maintain and protect their sight.

Research* commissioned by the charity and high street 
opticians has revealed that one in � ve people will live with 
sight loss in their lifetime, despite at least half of all cases being 
avoidable.  With nearly six million people in the UK currently 
living with sight-threatening conditions, nearly every family in 
Britain is touched by sight problems in some way.

While sight is the nation’s most precious sense by far, with 78% 
of people polled saying it is the one they would least like to 
lose, a quarter of UK adults are still risking avoidable sight loss 
by not having had an eye test in the past 2 years.

Of those who had not been for an eye test during that time 
period, 33% did not think that there was anything wrong with 
their eyes, while 24% said that they just didn’t have the time. 

Specsavers believes that eye care should be accessible to 
everyone. Specsavers Healthcall o� ers a free NHS sight test 
at home and a comprehensive home eye care service to those 
who cannot visit a store unaccompanied. 

As with all Specsavers sta� , the home visiting teams are
becoming Dementia Friends to help people with dementia 
recognise sight loss. � e research reveals that only one in three 
people who qualify for a home visit are aware of the service. 
It is vital that, in an ageing society, we meet the needs of these 
vulnerable people and increase awareness.

Specsavers’ clinical spokesperson Dr Nigel Best said: ‘Some 
people are waiting until they experience sight loss before 
booking an eye test, which means they are potentially
preventing their optician from detecting signs of eye health

problems or other medical issues at an early stage. Early 
intervention is vital in the management and successful 
treatment of many conditions.’

RNIB acting CEO Sally Harvey added: ‘We would encourage 
anyone who has put o�  going for an eye test to book one at the 
earliest opportunity.’

* YouGov Survey commissioned by Specsavers and RNIB 23rd 
June -7th July 2017 of 6,430 UK adults aged 18+. 

Argyll almost tops list of 
primary teacher vacancies
ARGYLL and Bute had Scot-
land’s second highest number 
of primary school teacher 
vacancies last year, according to 
new research.

A BBC report investigating 
teacher recruitment in primary 
and secondary schools across 
the UK in September last year 
found across 32 Scottish local 
authorities, the average vacancy 
rate for primary school teachers 
was 2.4 per cent.

Eleven local authority areas 

were higher than average, 
including Argyll and Bute 
Council, which had the second 
highest rate at 6.2 per cent, 
behind Aberdeen City at 7.84 
per cent.

The national average for pri-
mary head teacher/deputy head 
teacher vacancies in Scotland 
was measured at 2.8 vacancies 
for each local authority, and 
again Argyll and Bute was 
above that at 4.0, but far below 
Aberdeen City which had 18 va-
cancies, and Highland Council 
with eight.

In secondary schools, Argyll 

and Bute fared better in teacher 
vacancy rates, slightly above the 
average of 3.15 per cent at 4.02 
per cent. Orkney and Shetland 
councils were struggling the 
most at more than seven per 
cent, while Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar was showing almost the 
average.

A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said it, like all 
other Scottish local authorities, 
‘is taking appropriate steps to 
deliver our teaching workforce 
recruitment and retention strat-
egy. The service works hard to 
recruit teachers by timeously 

advertising vacancies, promot-
ing permanent teaching posts 
both locally and nationally. A 
number of innovative approach-
es are also used by the service, 
including shared headships and 
the council-designed Growing 
Our Own initiative to offer a 
post-graduate diploma in teach-
ing in partnership with Argyll 
College.

‘These approaches are further 
supported by relocation pack-
ages and highlighting social 
rented housing opportunities, 
where available stock exists, and 
work with appropriate teacher 

recruitment agencies to identify 
potential appointees. We also 
increasingly use social media to 
promote vacancies.’

The spokesperson added 
that a report presented to the 
council’s Community Services 
Committee last Thursday, 
‘shows the steps we have taken 
to respond to teacher recruit-
ment challenges, illustrating 
what the success of the Growing 
Our Own initiative has been 
since it was established in 2015, 
with 32 students registered with 
the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland’.

‘Liciest’ fish farms 
are to be revealed
SCOTTISH ministers have 
been ordered to disclose the 
names of Scotland’s ‘liciest’ fish 
farms, following an appeal to 
the Scottish Information Com-
missioner.

The average number of sea 
lice found on farmed fish is 
monitored by Marine Scotland, 
an arm of the Scottish Govern-
ment.

When a trigger level, an av-
erage of three adult female sea 
lice per fish, is reached, farms 
report it to Marine Scotland, 
which then increases moni-
toring until either the average 
count drops back below three, 
or exceeds the intervention 
limit of eight per fish, when an 
enforcement notice is served.

A campaign group called Salm-
on and Trout Conservation Scot-
land (S&TC Scotland) requested 
ministers release the names of 
the ‘worst performing’ fish farms 
exceeding these trigger levels, 
plus ‘increased monitoring plans 
and data produced, with full 
details of any intervention carried 
out, at any farms’.

Ministers responded that they 
had received five notifications, 
but withheld information iden-
tifying the aquaculture sites, ar-
guing it would cause ‘substantial 
prejudice’ to the interests of the 
fish farmers.

S&TC Scotland appealed 
to the Scottish Information 
Commissioner, whose report 
explained: ‘The ministers 
reiterated their view that the 
information was provided on a 
voluntary basis, in the absence 
of any legal obligation.

‘In their view, if the aquacul-
ture industry refused to provide 
the information on a voluntary 
basis, they would be required 
to instruct and bring into force 
legislation compelling them to 
do so. The ministers submitted 
that going down this route did 
not support such a co-operative 
relationship.’

The companies, it added, 
also ‘feared information on 
the performance of individual 
sites could be used to influence 
contract values through undue 
media pressure, or to call for 
local authorities and other regu-
lators to revoke consent for sites 
reporting higher sea lice levels. 
They argued that this would 
lead to the loss of production 
and, therefore, revenue.

‘Ministers noted that public 
pressure has previously been 
put on supermarkets not to 
stock salmon from farms with 
above average sea lice counts.’

However, the commissioner 
ruled the information had 
been ‘incorrectly withheld’, and 
ordered ministers to disclose it.

Guy Linley-Adams, solicitor 
for S&TC Scotland, said: 
‘We are delighted that the 
commissioner has made it so 
plain to Scottish ministers that 
they cannot lawfully continue 
to shield the Scottish salmon 
farming industry from proper 
public scrutiny.

‘For years, we have been 
arguing that farm-specific sea 
lice information should be made 
publicly available and, indeed, 
have been supported in that by 
local authorities on the West 
Coast and in the Western Isles, 
and by the Scottish Environ-
ment Protection Agency.

‘It is to Scottish ministers’ 
shame that it took a formal legal 
referral to the Scottish Informa-
tion Commissioner from a con-
servation charity to make them 
recognise the obvious legitimate 
public interest in identifying 
poorly-run, poorly-managed 
fish farms, so that consumers 
can avoid buying fish from those 
farms and those suppliers.

‘As soon as we have the infor-
mation, S&TCS will publish the 
list of Scotland’s liciest salmon 
farms and will be asking super-
markets to stop selling salmon 
from those farms.’

SANDY NEIL 
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Town location 
drives up visitors

Seil and Skye are de�nitely islands
It’s o�cial: Seil and Skye are islands – and will not be exempt 
from the Islands (Scotland) Bill. Bridges link both to the main-
land, and this month an MSP reportedly questioned whether 
Skye was a ‘real island’. However, Holyrood de�ned islands as 
naturally formed land ‘surrounded on all sides by sea’.

AROUND 40 classic cars attended the 
annual Motor Fest in its new location 
in Oban’s refurbished Station Square 
on Sunday and organisers hope to 
double numbers for next year.

Previously, the event was held at 
Moss�eld but, due to the construc-
tion of a new pitch, it was decided to 
hold the event in the town centre.

Although fewer cars attended this 
year, there were far greater crowds 
to view the vehicles, chairman of the 
classic car club Kevin Devine said. 
He added: ‘The new town centre 
location attracted a lot more people 
than we normally get.

‘The weather was fantastic and we 
had vehicles from as far away as Crie� 
and Perth. The farthest travelled was 
some German tourists who entered a 
Detomaso 4.2 litre V8.’

One of the oldest cars was a 1927 
Model T Ford. Winner of the best car 
in show went to Mini Clubman owner 
Ross Keir of Crie�. Winner of the best 
local entry went to John Salway with 
his 1967 E-Type Jaguar.

Andrew Spence, chief executive 
of BID4Oban, said: ‘There was a real 
buzz about the event with many 
visitors able to easily access it. There 
is potential to double the amount 
of cars next year and BID4Oban will 
work closely with Oban and District 
Classic Vehicle Club to deliver.’

Left to right: A 1994 Mini Cooper driven by Ross Keir and Amy Styles from Crie� won best in show, beside David Hutchison’s 
1981 Mark 1 Ford Fiesta, Tom and Helen Adams’ 1976 Mark 3 Ford Cortina, and Dru Cowan’s 1978 Mark 2 Ford Escort.

Left, Dunbeg’s Maisie Gillies, �ve, 
and Owen MacCorquodale, 13, of 

Oban High admired the ‘cool’ Lotus 
and MG Midget.

Right are Oban trio Andrew 
Davidson with a 1964 Humber 

Sceptre Mk 1 lay, Ken Munro with 
a 1964 Sunbeam Rapier and John 

Greenwood is with his British 
racing green 1972 MG Midget.
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OBAN Bridge Club, 
established 50 years ago, 
has more than 50 members 
and meets three times a 
week.

Meetings are held in St 
Columba’s Cathedral Hall 
on Monday and Wednes-
day evenings at 7pm, with 
a more informal meeting 
for all levels of player 
on Friday afternoons at 
1.45pm. New members 
and visitors are always 
welcome.

Visitors without part-
ners should contact club 
secretary Joy Usher in 
advance at joy@ushers.eu 
or telephone 07754 29833.

A beginners class starts 
on Tuesday October 3 at 
7pm, also in the Cathedral 
Hall. Anyone interested in 
this class should contact 
David Marshall dav-
aldance@gmail.com or 
telephone 016361 569984 
or Catherine MacGregor, 
01631 562165, for more 
information. Players of all 
ages are welcome with the 
club particularly keen to 
encourage younger people 
to join the class.

For anyone looking for a 
refresher with other ‘im-
proving’ players, a series 
of regular meetings will 
start on Tuesday October 
21, also in the Cathedral 
Hall at 7pm. 

In addition to classes, 
there are thousands of 
sources of information on-
line. Two to look out for on 
YouTube are the series of 
Skybridge Club videos and 
‘Join Us for Bridge with 
Shaw Taylor’ which clearly 
explains how to play.

Other active clubs in Ar-
gyll include Kilchrenan, 
Lochgilphead, Helens-
burgh, Dunoon and 
Kilmun.

Kilchrenan Bridge Club 
was started 10 years ago 
by Neil Pascoe from the 
Oban Bridge Club. The 
club meets in Kilchrenan 
Village Hall on Monday 
evenings from 7-10pm.  
The group welcomes all 
standards including begin-
ners. Anyone going along 
does not need a partner 
as the club works round 
the numbers present. For 
more information contact 
Flora and Colin Winter on 
01866  833263 or flora@
florawinter.plus.com.

The Lochgilphead club 
meets in the winter from 
the last Thursday in Sep-
tember in the Horseshoe 
Bar, Kilmichael Glassary. 
Contact Drew Swan on 
01546 602768.

Helensburgh Bridge 
Club meets at the Royal 

Northern Yacht Club, 
Rhu, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 7- 10pm. 
Visitors welcome. If pos-
sible take a partner but 
the club will do its best 
to team single players up. 
Contact Morag Young 
moragyoung@ymail.com, 
telephone 01436 676648, 
or John Traill, 01436 
673433.

Dunoon Bridge Club 
meets on Mondays from 
September until March 
in Bogleha Bowling Club, 
Dunoon. Visitors are 
always welcome and there 
is no need to telephone 
in advance. Play starts 
promptly at 7pm and 
a partner is required. 
Margaret Hall is the club 
secretary can be contacted 
on 01369 840329.

The bridge club in Kil-
mun, with more than 30 
members, meets on Thurs-
day evenings throughout 
the year. 

The club plays in Blair-
more Community Hall 
and visitors are warmly 
welcomed. Visitors with 
partners can just turn up. 
Those without partners 
should contact the sec-
retary, Muriel Bennet, 
Muriel@mgbennet.plus.
com or telephone 01369 
702475.

A ‘Get into Bridge’ night 
is being held in Dalmally 
Golf Club, Dalmally, on 
Thursday October 12 at 
7pm. Everyone welcome, 
whether beginners or 
those who may have played 
in the past and are looking 
to get back into the game. 
Contact Tony Graham 
on 07899 914429 or tony.
graham@orange.fr

The annual West High-
land Trophy was hotly 
contested by teams from 
across the West Highlands 
on August 27 in Oban. 
Congratulations to Loch-
gilphead won took the 
trophy. 1 Brian Rattray, 
Gordon Libby Mochrie, 
Campbell Young, Loch-
gilphead, 89 VPts; 2 David 
Marshall, Catherine 
MacGregor, Margo McIn-
tyre, Elizabeth Pender, 
Oban, 81VPts; 3 David 
Pender, Allistair Duff, 
Janet Church, Joy Usher, 
Oban, 68 VPts.

Forthcoming competi-
tions: Oban Bridge Club 
will be participating in the 
following competitions: 
British Autumn Pairs, 
October 4; Jim Ross Tro-
phy, October 11; Donald 
Johnston Trophy, October 
18 and the Scottish Bridge 
Union SIM Pairs, October 
25.

A FESTIVAL in Uist celebrating 
all things writing and food has taken 
place for the first time.

Toradh, from August 24 to 27, gave 
those who grow food, make food, 
eat food and write about food the 
chance to get together at more than 
40 events. Crofters talked with food 

writers, beekeepers chatted with 
cheese makers, and people cooked 
for each other.

More than 80 people attended 
the launch of the festival, hosted 
by Nunton Steadings tearoom and 
craft shop, on Thursday August 24.

MacLean’s Bakery, Orasay Inn 

and book publisher Acair celebrated 
birthday milestones at the festival 
and were presented with a cake. On 
one of several outdoor excursions, 
people foraged for food, led by Gael-
ic folklorist Roddy MacLean and 
two cheese-making workshops, by 
West Highland Dairy in Plockton, 

were popular. Toradh, organised by 
11 Uist-based organisations, thanks 
everyone who took part as well as 
generous funders Awards for All, 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, Scottish Natural Her-
itage, Caledonian MacBrayne and 
Stòras Uibhist Community Fund.

WITHIN minutes of arriving back 
from a call out on Saturday, volunteer 
crew from Oban Lifeboat had joined 
fundraisers at a prize draw which 
raised £5,000 for saving lives at sea.

The lifeboat station’s fundraising 
group had gathered for the draw, 
which thanks to the generosity of 
Oban fishing boat company owner 
John MacAlister had a prize of 
£1,000, when the lifeboat appeared in 
the distance.

The arrival of the lifeboat, which 
had been called out to help a vessel 
with engine trouble in the Sound of 
Luing, was a timely reminder of the 
importance of raising funds for its 
good work.

Mr MacAlister said: ‘There couldn’t 
have been a more appropriate message 

of the importance of raising funds 
for the charity that saves lives at sea 
than the appearance of the lifeboat, 
just as we were preparing to make the 
prize draw. I was delighted to help by 
donating a cash prize.’

Oban RNLI fundraising group 
chairman Mike Robertson said: ‘Mr 
MacAlister’s extremely generous offer 
of such a fantastic prize to long time 
fundraiser Peigi Robertson sparked 
off a huge fundraising effort which 
involved an army of volunteers selling 
prize draw tickets at every opportuni-
ty. We are indebted to so many people 
for helping us with this fundraising 
task and we would like to say a special 
thank you to the Oban branch of 
Tesco for letting us sell tickets there 
and to CalMac, which also allowed us 

to sell tickets at the company’s Oban 
ferry terminal.’

The group also thanks everyone 
who bought tickets and those who 
donated prizes for the draw including 
The Manor House, The Airds Hotel, 
Inverlussa Marine Services, Oban 
Distillery, The Scottish Salmon 
Company, Fusion Marine, Donald 
Linton, Cresswell Hairdressers and 
MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust and 
Bidfood of Oban.

The winning ticket was drawn by Mr 
MacAlister’s wife Joan. Oban nurse, 
Rhona Collins, the lucky winner of 
the £1,000, said: ‘It’s brilliant, I can’t 
believe I have won.’

The draw raised £4,855, which was 
topped up to £5,000 by an anonymous 
£145 donation.

AN OBAN hair salon is 
gearing up to Brave the 
Shave for Macmillan Can-
cer Support.

Nancy Macdonald will 
have her head shaved by 
Hair by Rutherfords direc-
tor Allan Mckechnie today 
(Thursday September 21) at 
2pm.

Nancy will then be let 
loose on Allan's locks.

Macmillan supports those 
living with cancer from the 
moment they are diagnosed 
to beyond. It helps with 
everything from money 
worries to work advice, to 
just being there and listen-
ing.

People can support the 
Brave the Shave event by 
popping into the salon 
on Stevenson Street and 
donating.

For an update, visit www.
obantimes.co.uk or pick up 
next week’s Oban Times.

A GLASGOW artist has chosen Tobermory’s An Tobar 
gallery as the venue for her first solo exhibition in Scot-
land for 30 years.

Sam Ainsley has been featured in galleries across world 
including the USA, Australasia, Europe and the UK.

Her exhibition on Mull launched on Saturday and will 
remain on display until Saturday November 25.

Her images are an exploration of the human relation-
ship with the world and with the experience of living.

Notions of human existence are scrutinised and 
reformed visually through multiple themes. Nature, 
landscape, the human body, politics and feminism are 
all explored in an ongoing process Sam describes as 
‘emotional mapping’.

TWO ISLAY High School pupils have been brushing up 
on the skills needed to be sports ambassadors.

Alisha Johnson, 14, and Oliver Jorgensen, 15, attended 
a sportscotland Young Ambassador event at Hampden 
Park in Glasgow, led by Olympic snowboarder Jenny 
Jones.

As part of a National Lottery funded programme, 
sportScotland hosts six regional Young Ambassadors 
conferences across the country every year and two pu-
pils from every secondary school in Scotland are invited 
to attend.

Pupils from more than 80 secondary schools attended 
the Hampden Park event.

Led by Jenny Jones, a former British professional 
snowboarder who became the first Briton to win an 
Olympic medal in a snow event, the pupils gained an 
invaluable insight into the world of sport through the 
eyes of one of the country’s leading athletes.

Jenny said: ‘I’m honoured to host the Glasgow leg of 
sportscotland’s Young Ambassador conferences. Not 
only are the youngsters eager to learn, but they recog-
nise sport is an awesome way to express themselves and 
encourages them to channel their efforts into something 
positive.’

The young ambassadors took part in workshops with 
a team of Scottish athletes and sport development 
professionals including former Scottish Rugby Sevens 
captain Colin Gregor, former British swimmer Caitlin 
McClatchey, former professional Paralympic athlete 
Stefan Hoggan and international football goalkeeper 
Gemma Fay.

The athletes provided the pupils with support and 
advice to help them gain the skills, knowledge and un-
derstanding required to undertake pivotal roles within 
schools and wider communities as role models and 
leaders of other young people.

Congratulations
WE ARE familiar with Leonie Woolf at The 
Oban Times.

Leonie is Oban lifeboat’s press officer, as 
well as a member of the crew, and frequently 
sends us press releases about the RNLI vessel's 
actions. I had the pleasure of meeting her last 
year when I wrote a feature about the lifeboat.

But she makes the headlines herself this week 
after marrying fellow crew member and deputy 
mechanic Andrew Mead.

As you might expect, there was a very nautical 
theme for the big day, with all the RNLI crew 
and support workers invited to celebrate with 
the happy couple.

Leonie and Andrew are not alone in making 
the pages of this week’s paper. There are a cou-
ple of other positive stories about the lifeboat 
and what its team does.

It is particularly pleasing to report on these 
events, given the amazing work done by the 
Mora Edith MacDonald's crew, who are largely 
volunteers.

These dedicated people turn out at a mo-
ment’s notice in all types of weather and at all 
times of day or night to help people in danger at 
sea. Their selfless bravery has seen many lives 
saved down the years. The marine community 

is very lucky to have such a professional and 
motivated band of heroes.

I wish Leonie and Andrew every happiness 
for their future.

Stars at SAMS
REGULAR readers of The Oban Times will 
know that last week we reported on the grad-
uation ceremony held in Oban by the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science (SAMS UHI).

There were some heart-warming tales behind 
the success of the SAMS students, none more 
so than that of Maryam MacCorquodale, a 
37-year-old Iranian woman married to a Scot. 
Maryam achieved her BSc Marine Science 
(Hons) degree while working part-time and 
raising a young child.

There was also a notable list of local graduates 
from the Oban area and across Argyll who had 
studied at the Dunstaffnage-based institution.

SAMS UHI provides a fantastic education in 
its various subjects.

But as well as teaching its students, it car-
ries out cutting-edge research work that has 
earned it an enviable reputation worldwide. 
We have reported on many occasions on some 
of the work it does and the achievements of 
its leading academics and other staff. We are 

very fortunate indeed to have such a fantastic 
facility on our doorstep.

Head for Easdale
EASDALE island is the place to be this week-
end. As we report elsewhere in this paper, the 
tiny island is preparing to welcome hundreds 
of people for its annual World Stone Skimming 
championships.

There is something wonderfully eccentric 
about the event. If you possibly can, why not go 
along and show your support for the organisers 
and competitors?

Islay mourns
IT IS a real tragedy Ciara Caskie Allan has lost 
her long struggle against illness.

The 16-year-old from Islay died after fighting 
a brain tumour for 13 years, during which time 
she remained positive and cheerful.

Our thoughts here at The Oban Times are with 
her family and friends.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4 HB.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Bridge club notes

PUPILS from Sunnyside Primary School 
in Glasgow are visiting the Highlands to 
learn about nature and wildlife.

The Glasgow pupils have traded places 
with Ullapool Primary School youngsters 
for a week, thanks to Awards for All fund-
ing.

During their week in the Highlands they 
will learn about the geology, archaeology, 
nature and wildlife of the north west. They 
also hope to sail on the Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust’s research vessel Siluri-
an.

The Sunnyside pupils have been raising 
money for the Ullapool-based whale and 

dolphin rescue group and working together 
with Ullapool  pupils to help protect local 
red squirrels and tackle marine plastic 
litter.

Pupils from the school have formed a 
group called the Ocean Defenders. One 
of their projects is supplying non-plastic 
straws to pub and restaurant owners in the 
hope they will choose to use them.

Gail Ross, MSP for Caithness, Suther-
land and Ross, mentioned the visit in the 
Scottish Parliament last week. She thanked 
the pupils for supporting the Whale and 
Dolphin Trust and welcomed them to the 
Highlands.

First food and writing festival on Uist proves a success

Tobermory

Left to right: Oliver Jorgensen, young ambassador; 
Gemma Fay; Colin Gregor; Stefan Hoggan; Jenny Jones 

and Alisha Johnson, young ambassador. 

Islay pupils brush up 
on ambassador roles

The prize draw was won by nurse Rhona Collins.

Oban RNLI draw raises £5,000

Pupils from Sunnyside primary, known as the Ocean Defenders. 

Glasgow school swaps city for the 
Highlands to learn about nature

Oban salon 
Braves 
the Shave    
for charity

Newsdesk 
01631 568000
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The new 
windows 
for number 
8 have 
arrived...
Before

Oh don’t the new 
windows look 
fantastic, they 
were put in so 
quickly, with no 
fuss and they 
left the place 
spotless.

I know! and 
as they’re A 
rated they’ll 
keep the 
heat in better 
and save us 
money too!

And because they’re 
made that bit tougher 
in the Highlands 
they’ll offer us a bit 
more protection... 
from Ryan’s wayward 
football antics!

After

MORVERN lines

MALCOLM ROBERTSON
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Food  and views 
for free 
IT ISN’T often the humble wild 
bramble gets a mention in the press 
these days when just about everything 
we consume comes wrapped in plastic 
from a supermarket.

But so noticeable and plentiful is its 
fruit throughout Argyll this season, it 
would be remiss of anyone interested in 
the natural history of the highways and 
byways not to record such an unprece-
dented crop.

Despite the constant rain, or perhaps 
because of it, and a few days of bright 
sunshine as the plants came into flower, 
their branches are now bowed down 
with berries. It was often said that 
brambles were never at their best until 
there had been a hard frost but so far, 
in Morvern at least, the temperature 
has not dropped below 32 degrees 
Fahrenheit this autumn.

There may be another explanation for 
this year’s explosion, and one which I 
am not aware of, but one thing is cer-
tain – it is not an indication of a hard 
winter to come.

Brambles (Rubus fruticosus) make 
fine jam, jelly and wine. In the old days 
the root was dug up in February and 
March and boiled with honey and taken 
as a cure for oedema, better known as 
dropsy, the old term for the swelling of 
soft tissues due to the accumulation 
of excess water in cavities beneath the 
skin. 

When plants were used at home as a 
source of dye, the fresh young roots and 
leaves provided grey and orange col-

ours for woollen shawls and stockings. 
The prickly bramble is the clan badge 
of the MacLeans.

For a reason I cannot explain, my two 
Jack Russell terriers, Nipper and Polo, 
have taken to gorging themselves on 
bramble berries. They help themselves 
by crawling among the bushes and 
pulling the fruit off the branches with 
no noticeable effect on their mouths 
or stomachs regardless of the sharp 
thorns. 

It seems strange, but it is not unknown, 
as I have read of badgers, pine martens, 
foxes and other small mammals, sup-
plementing their diet in this way.

Chanterelles, too, have been prolific 
in the Morvern peninsula this season.

Chanterelles (Cantharellus cibarius), 
or golden chanterelles, are probably the 
most well-known wild mushrooms.

They’re sought-after by chefs and 
foodies due to their delicate flavour, 
which some describe as mildly peppery. 
Ranging in colour from yellow to deep 
orange, they are easily spotted in the 
woods. 

They can be as large as three inches 
in diameter, but two inches is closer to 
average. The cap is wavy and generally 
funnel-shaped. Their false gills appear 
as wrinkles that are forked and wavy 
with blunt edges and run down the 
stem. Chanterelles also have a distinct 
fruity apricot-like aroma and enhance 
stews, especially venison.

While on the subject of John Keats’s 
‘seasons of mists and mellow fruitful-
ness’, seal numbers around our coast-
line have shot up dramatically over the 
past few years. Some say the population 
is too high and that they are the reason 
why salmon and sea trout no longer run 
up West Coast rivers as they used to.

Visitors like to see seals in the wild 
and imagine them to be soft and cud-
dly; others believe them to be the souls 
of drowned sailors. 

I have watched hundreds of massive 
grey seals and their pups at close quar-
ters on Fladda on the Treshnish Isles, 
and off the great beaches of Mingulay 
and Pabbay, as they idle and bob on 
a full gut. Fascinating as they are, I 
would not like to get between a mother 
and her young in the calving season 
when the adults behave like angry 
Rottweilers.

Perhaps Mother Nature will step in, 
as she always does, and reduce the 
population to a sustainable level by 
giving them a type of flu which will be 
beneficial to both animal and man.

I suppose it could also be said that 
there has also been a good crop of 
tourists this year. Too many, where 
there are single-track roads and limited 
facilities. The trouble with tourism is 
that once it starts and the genie gets out 
of the bottle, it is impossible to put the 
lid back on.

VisitScotland and selfish advertising 
must take a major share of the blame 
where places such as the Quiraing, the 
Jacobite monument at Glenfinnan and 
the Fairy Pools in Glen Brittle (which 
no-one had heard about until recently) 
and are now almost impossible to get 
near, let alone park by.

The Reverend Norman Macleod of 
Fiunary (1812-72) was ahead of his 
time when, in 1867, he wrote of Sithean 
na Raplaich in his Reminiscences of 
a Highland Parish: ‘We back this view 
from the highest hill in the parish for 
extent and varied beauty against any 
view in Europe! 

‘It is the Righi [king] of Argyleshire 
and given only what, alas! is not easily 
obtained, a good day, we know not 
where to find a more magnificent out-
look over God’s fair earth. 

‘I name not its name, lest inquisitive 
tourist hunt it, and make it a lion, and 
get it at last into guidebooks.’

Sorry, Mr Macleod!

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Iain’s Jack Russell terriers love 
foraging for brambles. 

Photograph: Iain Thornber

Port Ellen police station 
and the unexpected guest
IT WAS the winter of 1948 and 
an utterly miserable night on 
Scotland’s rugged West Coast. 
A dishevelled man making his 
way from the vast, barren island 
of Jura to the mainland found 
himself landing temporarily on 
the neighbouring island of Islay.

Unable to find anywhere to 
stay, he presented himself at 
Port Ellen police station, where 
Constable George Robertson, 
his wife Marion and two young 
sons were coorying down out of 
the storm.

My grandfather (he was the 
policeman) remembers the 
stranger as being tall, gaunt and 
soaked to the skin. He invited 
him into the station  – also his 
family’s home – and offered the 
only accommodation that was 
available: a prison cell.

The following morning, as 
the unexpected guest prepared 
to leave –  full of porridge 
made by my grandmother 
and now dressed in dry, warm 
clothes  –  my grandfather asked 
him to sign the book, just to 
keep the administration in 
order. The guest scribbled 
‘E Blair’ and went on his way.

Eric Arthur Blair was, of 
course, better known as George 
Orwell. At the time, he was 
completing 1984 at a remote 
farmhouse in the north of Jura 
and in deteriorating health. He 
died a couple of years later, only 
46 years of age.

I was back at Port Ellen police 
station this weekend, with my 
dad and uncle, who were both 
born there, and my brother and 
the eldest of my three sons. The 
police moved out many years 
ago and, for a while, it seemed 
that the imposing and austere 
construction, which sits in 
the heart of the pretty coastal 
village overlooking the bay, 
might be left to fall to ruin. The 
Hebridean landscape is littered 
with such broken-down ghosts, 
but this would be much more of 
an eyesore than an old croft on 
a remote hillside.

A local landowner, Sir John 
Mactaggart, and his now late 
uncle Sandy, had other ideas 
and, after many years of trying, 
managed to buy the station. The 
two men had identified that an 
important resource lacking on 
Islay was suitable, affordable 
accommodation for young peo-
ple who were ready to become 
independent.

So with a committed team of 
architects, builders and the West 
Highland Housing Association, 
they set about converting the 
building into six self-contained 
studio flats. On the ground 
floor, the prison cells, one of 

which gave shelter to George 
Orwell nearly 70 years ago, 
have become a bathroom and 
a kitchen. The old cell doors 
apparently failed a modern-day 
safety test, so they’re gone.

The project was supported in 
part by Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, although its bureaucrats lost 
the opportunity to have another 
facility, purpose-built for disa-
bled people, by insisting the old 
garage at the back of the station 
be demolished and replaced 
with eight car parking places. It 
is not obvious to anybody on the 
island who will park there, but 
it raises the suspicion that the 
Scottish local government plan-
ning system requires at least 
one ludicrous condition written 
into every (delayed) approval of 
important community facilities.

For my family, Port Ellen 
police station is an important 
landmark. We don’t drive or 
walk past it without thinking of 
the life our father and his broth-
er and sister enjoyed there in 
the late 1940s and early 1950s, 
before my grandfather was 
promoted and the family moved 
to Dunoon.

At a small event on the island 
last weekend (September 2-3), a 
ribbon was cut and Port Ellen 

Station was named Robertson 
House. I’m glad I made the trip 
to be there and to see for myself 
the manifestation of John Mac-
taggart’s love of Islay and the 
care he and his family hold for 
its young people.

The Mactaggart family has 
had a markedly positive impact 
on the island, supporting causes 
from the Port Ellen Cyber Café, 
established 20 years ago to give 
young people a safe, modern 
place to go, to the Gaelic choir, 
Highland dancing and the 
swimming pool in Bowmore.

There is a lazy caricature 
drawn of Scottish landowners, 
and I’ve no doubt that some of 
them live up to it: red trousers 
and absenteeism. But there are 
many  –  and John Mactaggart 
is one  –  who make a deep and 
lasting contribution to the com-
munities in which they live, and 
have a much more profound im-
pact on local lives, young people 
especially, than those who spend 
so much time traducing them. 
As a nation, we should strike a 
greater balance about the good 
things that happen in our most 
remote places, and care more 
about the infrastructure that 
they need to thrive and grow.

As the small event drew to 

a close on Saturday night, the 
Hebrides presented us with 
one of those big showstopping 
skies that are a hallmark of 
those islands. We retreated to 
the Islay Hotel and its brilliant 
hospitality, with a soundtrack of 
live traditional Scottish music 
from the bar next door.

I’ve written before about 
the intoxicating beauty of the 
islands. There is something spe-
cial about these communities: 
the sense of togetherness that 
comes from being as isolated 
as they are, from often being 
completely cut off from the 
mainland by heavy seas. When 
the tourists depart in the late 
autumn, give or take a few hardy 

visitors, only the locals remain 
to endure the long, difficult 
winters.

In Port Ellen station, or 
Robertson House as it is now 
known, Islay has a valuable new 
community resource, thanks to 
the vision and doggedness of a 
determined family and some 
hardy local builders and many 
other supporters. It is a facility 
that might allow some of the 
new generation to stay on Islay 
and become more independent 
in their own community.

Not quite a George Orwell 
novel, perhaps, but it’s a story 
that will make a difference in 
a wonderful little corner of 
Scotland.

A panoramic view of Port Ellen NO_T38_A tale of Port Ellen police station 01; and 
the police station has been transformed into self-contained studio 

� ats for young people who are ready to become independent. 
NO_T38_A tale of Port Ellen police station02
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Central Heating Systems
Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 

 Natural Gas • Boiler Servicing • Solid Fuel
Bathrooms supplied & fitted

 Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens
Joiner & Electrical work

Tel: 01631 562383
Mobile: 07774 480 393

Email: info@boydplumbers.co.uk
16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

AA WHYTE & SONS
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Gas & Oil Installers
For all your domestic & commercial 
plumbing & heating requirements

t: 01855811438 / 347  m: 07855813166
e: aawhyte@tiscali.co.uk

Ar Dachaidh, West Laroch, Ballachulish, PH49 4JJ

This Gas Safety Week 
(18-24 September) Dr. 
Ranj Singh is support-
ing Gas Safe Register 
to raise awareness of 
carbon monoxide (CO) 
poisoning and its symp-
toms as a third (32%) 
of people would not 
recognise them, misdi-
agnosing symptoms for 
other illnesses.

CO poisoning is 
known as the ‘silent 
killer’ as it has no smell, 
taste or colour, and all 
the symptoms associat-
ed with CO poisoning 
can easily be mistaken 
for something else as 
today’s research shows.

Worryingly, one in 10 
(9%) don’t know CO poi-
soning symptoms at all. 
These symptoms which 
include headaches, 
nausea, breathlessness, 
collapse, dizziness and 
loss of consciousness, 
would be misdiagnosed 
by many as:

Concussion (37%)
Meningitis (36%)
A panic attack (27%)
A stroke (22%)
Flu (19%). 

Gas Safe Register 
is urging people to 
learn the symptoms of 
potential CO poisoning, 
and what action to take 
if they suspect they or 
someone in their family 
may be suffering from 
it.

Dr. Ranj Singh said: 
“You can’t see, taste 
or smell CO, so it’s 
really important that 
people become more 
aware of its poisoning 
symptoms. As Gas Safe 
Register’s research has 
found, many confuse 
CO poisoning for other 
illnesses such as flu, but 
CO poisoning can be 
fatal so it’s important 
that we raise awareness 
this Gas Safety Week so 
that families can take 
the right precautions 

and stay safe.”
Jonathan Samuel, 

chief executive of Gas 
Safe Register, said: 
“CO can leak from 
badly fitted or poorly 
maintained gas appli-
ances. We recommend 
proactive prevention as 
the first line of defence 
against CO poisoning 
by getting your gas 
appliances checked 
every year by a Gas Safe 
Registered engineer 
to make sure they’re 
working safely and 
efficiently. To provide 
peace of mind, a CO 
alarm is a great second 
line of defence to alert 
you to a potential leak.” 

Gas Safe Register 
recommends taking 
the following action if 
you suspect you might 
be suffering from CO 
poisoning:
Leave the house and get 
fresh air immediately
Open doors and win-

dows
Turn off gas appliances
Call the Gas Emergency 
Helpline on 0800 111 
999

See your doctor imme-
diately or go to hospital

If suffering from CO 
poisoning, most people 
know to open the 
windows (68%), leave 
the house to get fresh 
air (74%), and contact 
a Gas Safe registered 
engineer to come and 
see if there’s a problem 
(42%).

Gas Safety Week 2017 
is taking place from 
18 September. Search 
#GSW17 on social 
media for more top tips 
on how to stay gas safe.

To find out about 
dangers in your area 
visit www.StayGasSafe.
co.uk and to find a Gas 
Safe registered engineer 
call 0800 408 5500 or 
visit www.GasSafeReg-
ister.co.uk.

18-24 September 2017
The seventh annual Gas Safety Week will see organisati ons 
from across the UK working together, to raise awareness of the 
dangers of poorly maintained gas appliances, which can cause 
gas leaks, fi res, explosions and carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning.

GAS SAFETY 
WEEK: BEWARE OF 
GAS POISONING 
MISDIAGNOSIS

KEEPING OUR 
NATION SAFE

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking landscapes and diverse 
architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars 

make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...
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DIGITAL DEMONSTRATION 
CENTRE COMING TO DUNOON
Six month programme of expert advice 
for businesses and community groups.

OPENS 2 OCTOBER 
@ The Fairmile Building, Sandbank Business Park
with Google Digital Garage
http://bit.ly/hellodunoon

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org

2018

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN
OUR SPONSORS

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your favourite 
countryside business for a 

Scottish Rural Award

IT’S NOT their combined age of nearly 180 
years that forces Denis Shiels and John Walker 
to take their time walking along Fort William’s 
High Street, but the endless requests to take 
their photograph.

The reason is obvious as the two men are re-
splendent in the scarlet uniform of the famous 
pensioners of the Royal Hospital Chelsea.

The intrepid duo are among the 300 army 
veterans who call the Royal Hospital home.
Dropping into the Lochaber Times’ office in 
the High Street, Denis and John explained 
they were in the area for a few days to visit the 
Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge.

‘I served in the Royal Marines for 15 years 
and did my commando training at Achnacarry 
Castle,’ Denis, aged 90, said. ‘I’ve been to the 
monument once before, but that was a few years 
ago.’

During the years Achnacarry served as the 
Commando Basic Training Centre from 1942 
until 1946, Denis was one of more than 25,000 

men who went through what became the fore-
runner of all special forces training.

Denis, originally from Manchester, was 
admitted to the Royal Hospital Chelsea over 
a decade ago for his 30 years’ service with the 
Royal Lancashire Fusiliers. ‘I joined the ma-
rines just at the war’s end but they wouldn’t let 
me fight because I wasn’t 18, but I still got my 
green beret,’ he said proudly.

And of his training at the hands of Achnacar-
ry’s fearsome instructors, he said: ‘It was very 
tough. I remember they seemed to make sure 
we were always soaked through.’

John, 87, a native of County Durham who 
served in the Royal Tank Regiment in Egypt, 
North Africa and what was then Palestine, has 
been a Chelsea pensioner for six years.

‘It takes us so long to walk anywhere because 
every five steps someone stops us to ask if they 
can take a photo or they want to just say hello,’ 
said John, who also serves as a tour guide at the 
Royal Hospital. 

Chelsea Pensioners Denis Shiels, left, and John Walker, on their visit to the Lochaber Times o�  ce 
in Fort William this week. 1IF F38 Chelsea pensioners

Smiling pensioners bring 
touch of Chelsea to Fort

Hydro scheme 
akin to ‘open 
heart surgery’ 
on scenic glens

POLICE in the Highlands 
recovered almost £150,000 
worth of drugs last week.

O�  cers carried out 13 
searches in Inverness, south 
Highland and Easter Ross as 
part of a targeted period of 
enforcement called Opera-
tion Ram. This resulted in the 
recovery of approximately 
11kg of cannabis, 1kg of 
cocaine and large quantity 
of valium tablets. A quantity 
of heroin worth more than 
£16,000 was also recovered, 
as were smaller amounts of 
amphetamine, methadone 
and crack cocaine.

All of the drugs recovered 
are estimated to be worth a 
combined £147,000 – £6,000 
in cash was also recovered.

Eight people have been 
charged and inquiries are 
ongoing. 

Anyone with information 
or concerns relating to the 
use or supply of illegal drugs 
should contact police on 101 
or contact Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 or crimestop-
pers-uk.org.

ANOTHER e� ort to resurrect 
Fort William Community 
Council (FWCC) is under way.

A meeting will be held 
tonight, Thursday September 
21, to discuss reforming the 
community group.

Following a mass resignation 
in January 2016, Fort William 
Community Council was dis-
banded. Since then, three un-
successful attempts have been 
made to re-establish it and 
FWCC was o�  cially dissolved 
in November last year.

During the latest attempt to 
reform, in February this year, 
The Highland Council con-
� rmed because the number of 
validly nominated candidates 
was less than the minimum re-
quired, the community council 
could not be established.

New bid to reform 
Fort council

Drugs haul worth 
£150,000

DIGGING trenches for pipes 
as part of a proposed major new 
hydro power scheme would be 
akin to carrying out ‘open heart 
surgery’ on some of Scotland’s 
most unspoiled landscape.

That was the startling admis-
sion from Mary Drury, UK 
hydro development and con-
struction manager with Innogy 
Renewnables, at a public meet-
ing in Achnacarry village hall on 
proposals for eight linked hydro 
power schemes on Glen Dessary 
Estate.

The 15,000-acre estate, which 
belongs to Sir Patrick Grant, lies 
30 miles west of Fort William, at 
the head of remote Loch Arkaig.

Ms Drury and Innogy col-
league Andrew Logie appeared 
taken aback by the level of 
unhappiness from residents 
and councillors at last week’s 
meeting, called by Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and Clunes Commu-
nity Group.

‘The project would see eight 
schemes, each with a power 
plant linked with overhead lines, 
probably stone clad, and we’d 
take care to make sure these 
blend in with the landscape,’ 
said Ms Drury.

But while many present were 
clearly in favour of renewable 
energy, they were adamant it had 

to be done right and not a repeat 
of what they experienced during 
the construction of Innogy’s Cia 
Aig scheme at the eastern end of 
Loch Arkaig which started gen-
erating power last year. Some 
spoke of construction work 
throughout the night, with noise 
echoing up and down the glens; 
rubbish strewn along roadsides; 
speeding vehicles and blocked 
and damaged roads.

One woman even told of smoke 
coming from electrical sockets 
in her home due to power surges 
which she blamed on the work.

‘Last time it was 18 months 
of absolute torture. We went 
through so many sleepless 
nights. I really feel my heart 
sinking,’ she said.

Ms Drury tried to assure those 
present, saying: ‘Safety is some-
thing we take very seriously.’ 

Ms Drury also tried to calm 
fears over the environmental 
impact. But community group 
chairperson Liam McLoone 
said there was also lingering bit-
terness that the Cia Aig scheme 
only saw £1,500 paid for each 
megawatt of power generated, 
when other developers were 
paying £5,000.

‘£1,500 is not enough for 
the disturbance that would be 
caused,’ he said.

John Fotheringham, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 

Council, also warned: ‘Much 
of this community depends on 
tourism. As a statutory con-
sultee, the community council 
will scrutinise every iota of any 
planning application to make 
sure nothing is destroyed. This 
is part of the last wildnerness 
left in Europe and it would be 
destroyed by having large num-
bers of poles strung with wires.’

And it was Mr Fotheringham 
who asked about the level of 
disruption likely to be caused by 
the digging of trenches for pipes.

Ms Drury replied: ‘Yes. It’s 
open heart surgery when you 
build a scheme like this.’

Speaking after the meeting, Mr 
McLoone said: Our community 
is in favour of hydro schemes, 
just as long as they are done to 
the standard our glens deserve 
and that community benefit is 
paid in full for the disturbance 
caused by the construction 
process.’

Innogy is currently awaiting a 
response from Highland Coun-
cil planners, after which it will 
undertake an environmental 
impact assessment.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Days gone by – 1997

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Primary one teacher Rosemary Robertson and visiting art teacher Stevie Morgan are pictured with the new intake at 
Fort William Primary School. Don’t miss our 2017 Primary One supplement in next week’s Oban Times.

Social media

Iit is arguably one of the most basic requirements of 
a modern, civilised society that our most vulnerable 

citizens to be cared for properly and professionally.
So it is a matter of considerable concern that we report 

on our front page today about the crisis in care provision 
in the Oban area.

As Kieron Green, Argyll and Bute Council’s policy 
lead for health and social care admitted, vulnerable 
people have been ‘left in totally unsatisfactory condi-
tions. I have heard of really quite horrendous examples 
of people where the appointments have been missed 

– you can’t allow that to happen. Home care is a vital 
service, where people have to trust that you will deliver 
and, at the moment, for some people, that does not 
seem to be the case.’

While there may be reasons for this unacceptable sit-
uation, notably a problem with recruitment of suitably 
qualified staff, it is the duty of the Health and Social 
Care Partnership to do all that it can, and with urgency, 
to rectify this egregious position. However, that it was 
obvious to many a crisis was looming also raises the 
question of why were we unable to avoid it.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Business park tra�  c is 
not the sticking point
Sir,
I would like to respond to the column 
in The Oban Times re the traffic con-
gestion in and around Fort William.

It was stated that the construction of 
the new business park is causing part 
of the problem. Whoever said that are 
way off the mark!

Anyone who has passed this part of 
the road will surely agree that it is the 
only area where there is no hold up. 
In fact the construction companies 
and staff deserve a hearty pat on the 
back for their professionalism and 
understanding re flow of traffic.

An easy target to blame for a 
problem that Highland Council have 
brushed under the carpet for years. 
No action over the years to traffic 
congestion in the Fort William area is 
a massive understatement.

Joe Wilson,
Spean Bridge.

Loch na Keal 
salmon escape
Sir,
Re your recent article: this happened 
on or about August 16 and was actu-
ally reported to Marine Scotland two 
days later by a member of the general 
public. Fish had been spotted jumping 
in the loch for a day or two being pur-
sued by seals, porpoises etc. and the 
river Ba was filling up with them. It 
was clear there had been a substantial 
release of large fish.

The fish farm itself was unaware of 
it until the following week, as at that 
stage they were only puzzled by a cage 
going off its food for no obvious rea-
son. A loss of about 11,000 (around 
30 tons) has now been accounted for. 
There has been an explanation for 
this error, but no apology.

As a result Loch Ba is hosting a 
large quantity of illegal immigrants 
with over 200 having been caught by 
anglers in loch and river.

For predators including anglers, 
eagles and otters it has been a field 
day, but it is a mess with unknown 
consequences: these vary from little 
or no long-term adverse effects to a 
worst case of substantial downgrading 
of its unique gene pool. Time will tell 
but, given the large reduction in stock 
over the past 30 or 40 years, it would 
not take much to tip the system into 
unsustainability. There is little his-
torical evidence of the effect on small 
salmon systems being inundated with 
near mature fish to help predict the 
outcome.

One of the more serious criticisms 
about salmon farming is that the ma-
rine ecology which they are disrupting 
is not of much concern to them: that 
is someone else’s problem. In terms 
of preserving marine heritage in a 
country, which is striving to excel in 
“green” achievements, this cannot be 
best practice.

The incident has highlighted the ur-
gent need for one salmon farm at least 
to upgrade its training and day-to-day 
supervision standards. Whether this 
industry is truly sustainable in its 
current form is a very moot point. The 
sooner these activities are transferred 

to land, where even modest seaman-
ship skills are unnecessary, the better. 
This is technically feasible but for now 
lacks motivation.

James Harmer, 
Gruline House, Isle of Mull.

Morrison’s has its 
priorities all wrong
Sir,
After an article appeared in the 
Lochaber Times a few weeks ago on 
the subject of the state of Morrison’s 
Fort William car park, I’m glad to 
see that something has been done 
about it, but I can’t help thinking that 
they’ve started at the wrong end of the 
priorities list: as I recall, the six items 
mentioned as needing attention were 
as follows:-

1) The ring road, which needed to be 
made one-way clockwise.

2) The provision of a motorcycle 
park up beside the café.

3) The provision of some bigger 
marked bays to accommodate bigger 
vehicles such as campervans.

4) The marking of the area beside 
the ATM’s as “Drop-off or immediate 
pick-up ONLY: NO PARKING!”

5) The removal of the wee trees 
(or, more precisely, the concrete dia-
monds in which they stand) to free up 
more spaces. And

6) The lowering of the kerbs at the 
end of the pedestrian crossings, or the 
re-siting of the crossings.

So where did they start? At number 
6, lowering the kerbs.

And what else have they done? At 
time of writing, apparently nothing.

Do any of the bosses there ever take 
a few minutes to monitor the car park 
and see for themselves just how the 
above suggestions could help with 
the free flow of traffic in to, around, 
and out of the car park? Come on, 
Morrison’s: get with the programme!

Davie Kerr,
Ferry Reach, Onich.

Mull foresters plan to 
avoid use of chemicals
Sir,
Sandy Neil’s piece on pine weevils 
was interesting and timely. However it 
would be important to note that there 
is substantial concern from many in 
rural communities and elsewhere 
about the effect of neonicotinoids on 
the environment.

I was therefore pleased to take part 
in a meeting in Dervaig in July which 
heard that the two local community 
forestry companies and the Forestry 
Commission have no present plans to 
use such chemicals on Mull.

The meeting also welcomed an 
agreement that should such plans 
be considered they would not be 
implemented without community 
consultation.

I have followed up on this by meet-
ing another group from Mull and 
securing a meeting with the Cabinet 
Secretaries for the Rural Economy 
and the Environment at which I will 
pursue further issues, including the 
desire of many for a complete ban 
on these chemicals, the need for 
more investment in the development 

of natural alternatives, the concerns 
on the island with regard to a lack of 
sufficient local employment in forest-
ry and the desirability of monitoring 
the effect of these chemicals in areas 
where they have been used in the past.

Michael Russell, MSP,
Argyll and Bute.

Councillor vows to 
work hard for ward
Sir,
I recently had a very productive few 
days, attending the recent Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands area commit-
tee meeting in Campbeltown, viewing 
the terrific refurbishing work being 
done on Campbeltown Grammar 
School, and visiting a number of my 
constituents in Tarbert to see first-
hand their concerns about the condi-
tion of local roads, pavements and the 
problems users of mobility scooters 
face when using some pavements.

I also attended the EDI committee 
where I spoke of the importance of 
keeping our gritting and road main-
tenance operations on Islay, Jura, 
Colonsay, Gigha and Kintyre during 
the winter months, and attended the 
harbour board meeting where I raised 
concerns about the recent disruptions 
to our local Jura ferry sailings and 
spoke with the board officers about 
the importance of not burdening our 
local fishermen with too many rules 
and regulations.

The following day I was very pleased 
to attend the opening of the new West 
Highland housing scheme, Dail Na 
Mara, in Port Ellen.

Every day I have been a councillor 
for the Kintyre and Islands ward I 
have been fighting for a better deal 
for you and helping each individual 
constituent that contacts me with a 
problem. I will continue to do so.

While I will attend many meetings 
as I have done already, I will not 
become bureaucratic meeting fodder, 
nor will I, for that matter, waste time 
that could be better spent fighting for 
locals, to write about meetings other 
councillors do not attend.

As I leave my position at my Post 
Office, I will in the future be able to 
push even harder for my local ward.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Danger of potential 
� ooding at marina
Sir, 
I have observed  that the new marina 
building being constructed on North 
Pier does not have any external sea 
flood defence barriers fitted to the 
external doors. 

Lidl has them because of the poten-
tial future flooding around the Black 
Lynne and Lochavullin. 

I have reported my concerns over 
the great flooding as predicted  in 
2018 and extra cost to the council and 
to us council taxpayers.

I feel I should bring this to people’s 
attention, and hopefully exercise a 
bit of intelligent movement from the 
council. No man can hold back the 
tide. 

Stephen Jones, by email.

‘S E LÌONMHORACHD nan làmh a 
nì an obair aotrom! ‘S cinnteach gum 
bheil a’ mhòr-chuid agaibh eòlach 
air an t-seanfhacal sin, agus nach bu 
mhath ma dhearbh eòlas beathadhu-
ibh gum bheil e fìor.

Mar a tha mi air innse dhuibh aig 
amannan eadar-dhealaichte thar 
bhliadhnaichean, tha ùidh mhòr 
agam fhìn ann an obair-leasachaidh, 
neo DIY mar a theirear ris anns a’ 
bhitheantas, agus thòisich mi air pròi-
seact mhòr aig an t-seann dachaigh 
teaghlaich ann an Caileabost san 
Eilean Sgitheanach anns an earrach 
an-uiridh. Fad deich bliadhna roimhe 
bha mi a’ beachdachadh air an obair 
a dhèanamh ach a dh’aindeoin a 
bhith a’ dealbh na bha mi ’g iarraidh 
agus a’ tomhas is a ‘ cruthachadh’ a 
liuthad plana, bha daonnan rudeigin 
eile a’ tighinn san rathad agus cha do 
thòisich obair sam bith. 

Ged nach tuirt duine aca dad, cha b’ 
iongnadh leam ged a bhiodh cuid den 
teaghlach air fàs sgìth gam èisteachd 
a’ bruidhinn air na bha mi a’ mian-
nachadh ‘s gun mi a’ dèanamh gluasad 
air! Chan eil teagamh nach robh mi 

air a bhith mòran na bu dhealasaiche 
nan robh mi air a bhith mothachail air 
mar a bha riaghailtean obair-togail 
ag atharrachadh, gu sònraichte ri 
linn ìrean còmhdach blàiths, agus a’ 
bhuaidh a bh’ aig sin air cosgaisean 
ùrachaidh agus leasachaidh thogala-
ichean. 

Thuirt ailtire rium gun robh e fhèin 
den bheachd gun robh cosgais na bha 
mise a’ cur romham aig an t-seann 
taigh air a dhol suas a thrì uiread thar 
beagan is deich bliadhna.

Aig deireadh cùise agus mar a tha 
cho tric fìor, b’ e èiginn a ghluais 
an obair! Thàinig droch aoidion air 
mullach pàirt den t-seann chidsin 
agus cha robh ciall gu bhith ann an 
cosgais càraidh ma bha sin gu bhith 
ga chur às a chèile a-rithist airson an 
leasachaidh. Tha sibh air farchluais 
agus boillsgidhean fhaotainn den 
phròiseact thar nan ochd mìosan 
deug a chaidh agus ‘s dòcha gun 
d’ fhuair sibh beagan tuigse air a’ 
mhisneachadh adhartais, agus an 
tàmailt dàil, a th’ air a bhith an lùib 
na h-obrach. Ach tha mi a’ sgrìobhadh 
seo is clach-mhìle shònraichte air 

fàire, is mi an dòchas gum bi siostam 
teasachaidh an taighe a’ dol às ùr 
taobh a-staigh beagan làithean. Nì sin 
feum dhan taigh agus dhuinn uile a 
th’ air a bhith an sàs san leasachadh, 
agus bidh fiughair ri cruinneachadh 
ann mu àm Nollaige, toradh coibh-
neis agus deònachd bhall teaghlaich, 
charaidean, agus luchd-cèaird.

Am measg mòran a tha ri tachairt 
roimhe sin tha Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail ann an Loch Abar, tachartas 
eile nach biodh ann mura b’ e spàirn 
saor-thoileach mhòran. Mo mhìle 
taing agus beannachd aca uile.

ROYAL National Mòd 2017 in 
Lochaber will be another excep-
tional demonstration of community 
commitment to Gaelic language 
and culture. Surely any cause that 
continuously attracts so much good 
will from so many thousands deserves 
success, and Gaelic users and learners 
everywhere should carry this culture 
with pride.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A path to home
AT THIS time of year, the excitement 
of new beginnings is in the minds of 
the many students embarking on their 
first forays away from home.

For most of the Scottish colleges and 
universities, Freshers’ Week came to 
a conclusion last weekend and, this 
week, courses are starting in earnest.

The influx to the cities of hordes of 
young students from the Highlands 
and Islands is a double-edged sword 
both for the individuals and for the 
communities they come from.

For the individual, it means the 
thrill of a new chapter coupled with 
the sadness of leaving home. For the 
communities, it means their sons 
and daughters seeing the world and 
gaining a further education coupled 
with the prospect that most will never 
return to fill the population gap they 
leave behind.

Further education in the form of a 
university or college course is one of 
the great opportunities of the modern 
world and one of the best means for 
progression of the individual and the 
population as a whole. However, this 
path is not for everyone and progress 
in life for many individuals is, in 

fact, stifled by the all-encompassing 
pressure that the school environment 
exerts on anyone who is able, at the 
earliest opportunity, to get themselves 
a degree.

For the Highlands and Islands, the 
blanket approach of the education 
system to pressure all to follow a 
route that mainly involves moving to 
the city is one of the most significant 
causes of depopulation.

From the day children enter school, 
they are being both directly and 
indirectly steered towards a path that 
leads to leaving home. This is the right 
road for many but for many others it is 
not.

Unfortunately, the school system 
gives almost no credence to career 
paths that allow young people to 
continue living where they come 
from, as many want to do. This is one 
area that, with a simple change of 
approach, could have a significantly 
positive effect on the sustainability of 
peripheral economies.

With the wonders of an improving 
internet system connecting rural 
areas to the world, I see more and 
more opportunities arising for jobs 
that can be done from the geographic 
extremities of the country.

These new opportunities, as well as 
those existing and historic, should be 
an integral part of the careers advice 
given in schools. Yes, it may involve a 
period of education in the city, but if 
that journey is started with returning 
being the goal, it could have a long-
term strengthening effect on the 
fragile populations.

A successful career can come in 
many shapes and forms, and certainly 
does not need to involve further for-
mal education or leaving home. The 
many people who wish to live in the 
place they are from should be given 
guidance relevant to that aim.

There are thousands of people who 
wish to return to the Highlands and 
Islands to live and work but have no 
idea how to achieve that. 

With better support in early edu-
cation, many of them might not have 
left in the first place and many others 
might be better qualified to be able to 
return.

So, to those first year students 
setting off on their own new voyages 
I say, make the most of your widening 
world and enjoy the experiences of the 
city, but in the words of Skerryvore, 
remember you have ‘A bridge forever, 
a path to home.’

We published this great picture 
on Facebook last week and asked 
readers to identify the boy and girls.
Ella Edgar responded: ‘This is a group 
of the Ella Edgar dancers taken outside 
the Corran Halls at the Festival. Can 
anyone give me a date? Look how 
young everyone is??? All looking good 
& I think it’s the � rst time HD trophies 
went to Jura won by Louise Cochrane!!! 
Brave Graeme Hamilton with a those 
girls! You haven’t changed a bit 
Graeme!!!!’
Louise Welch posted: ‘(Back row l-r) 
Graeme Hamilton, Francesca Hart, Amy 
Proctor (back), Kathleen Jamieson, 
Alison MacIndeor, Catherine McMillan 
(back), Arlene McKerrell, Gemma Mac-
Dougall, Rebecca Hart (middle). (Front 
row l-r) Lynn MacDougall, Stephanie 
Corson, Louise Cochrane, Lorraine 
McLellan, Morven Watson. That’s the 
lot of us there with our old surnames.’
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Interested in boarding but not sure what to expect? 

Join us for Open Morning on Saturday 30th September for an 
opportunity to see our facilities, tour the school and talk to sta� 
and pupils.
We provide a wide-ranging curriculum and an extensive programme 
of extra-curricular and outdoor activities, including hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing, canoeing and much more.

To confirm your attendance at Open Morning, contact:
admissions@lomondschool.com

Come and join the 
Lomond School 
Family

lomondschool.com

THE FIRST of two public consulta-
tion events on plans for an alumin-
ium wheels factory in Fort William 
will be held next week.

The public sessions are intended 
to share details of the proposal 
with local communities and answer 
questions from residents and other 
stakeholders. Representatives of the 
company behind the scheme, GFG 
Alliance, will be at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel, Fort William, from 2.30pm to 
7.30pm on Thursday September 28 
to discuss the proposed new plant on 
a site next to GFG’s Liberty British 
Aluminium smelter just outside the 
town.

If given the green light, the plant, 
which will employ 400 people, will 
convert liquid aluminium from the 
smelter into approximately two 
million alloy wheels a year, displac-
ing some of the eight million such 
wheels currently imported into the 
UK annually. At present, there are 
no volume producers of alloy wheels 

in the UK. Brian King, managing 
director Lochaber operations for 
GFG Alliance, said: ‘Our ambition 
is for this plant to become a leader 
in its field, producing the most ad-
vanced products on the market and 
employing highly-skilled people.’

Mr King also disclosed that he 
and colleagues have already been 
talking to local school and college 
representatives to explain the career 
opportunities the plant will create.

Education, housing, infrastructure 
and local services to support the 
GFG investment are already being 
planned by the Lochaber Joint 
Delivery Group, brought together 
by the Scottish Government, com-
prising representatives from local 
authorities, public sector agencies, 
community groups and GFG.

A further public consultation is 
scheduled for late October and it is 
hoped to submit a formal planning 
application to the Highland Council 
during November.

A LOCHABER woman who held 
one of her children’s heads under 
bathwater after she had whispered to 
her mother she was going to drown 
the youngster, has had her sentence 
deferred for a further six months.

The woman, who is in her 30s, 
appeared before Sheriff Eilidh 

MacDonald at Fort William Sheriff 
Court last week. She had originally 
appeared in court in June, when 
she admitted the offence, and had 
sentencing deferred for three months 
for a supplemented community justice 
and social work report and advice 
from the children’s panel. The June 

court hearing was told how she had 
pushed the youngster’s head under 
bathwater at an address in Lochaber 
on May 24 this year. As a result, all of 
the woman’s children were put on the 
child protection register and she could 
only see them under the supervision 
of her own mother and her mother’s 

partner. Nothing can be reported that 
may identify the child or its siblings. 

Last week, Sheriff Eilidh 
MacDonald deferred sentence for a 
further six months for the woman to 
remain of good behaviour and called 
for a supplementary social work 
report.

Sentence deferred again on ‘bathwater’ mother

Plans for wheels factory pick up speed

A CHARGE of driving dan-
gerously at excessive speed in 
a residential courtyard when 
residents and children were 
present was found not proven 
after the trial of a Fort William 
forestry contractor last week.

Appearing before Sheriff 
Eilidh MacDonald at Fort 
William Sheriff Court, Gordon 
Thomson, of Lochaber Road, 
denied that on October 8 in 
Mcandie Court in Fort Wil-
liam, he drove a pick-up truck 
dangerously at excessive speed 
in the residential courtyard 
when residents and children 
were present; that he drove 
onto a walkway and patio area 
and drove at, and close to, [the 

main prosecution witness], 
forcing her to take evasive 
action.

Five witnesses, as well as the 
accused, gave evidence. They 
included three members of the 
same family.

The main prosecution witness 
claimed she had been forced to 
jump out of the way and onto 
the wall of a flower bed, to avoid 
being struck by Thomson’s 
Ford Ranger vehicle, which she 
estimated to be travelling at a 
speed of between 40mph and 
50mph.

‘If I had not jumped out of the 
way, it would have hit me and 
my small child,’ she said. ‘We 
could have been killed.’

The woman admitted to the 
court there was a history of bad 
feeling between her family and 
Mr Thomson’s sister, who lived 
in the same housing develop-
ment.

Giving evidence, the wom-
an’s mother told the court 
she believed Thomson had 
deliberately driven his car at 
her daughter with the aim of 
knocking her down.

Defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy asked her: ‘Are you 
really saying you believe he 
tried to murder them? In other 
words to kill them both?’ She 
replied: ‘Yes. Absolutely.’

Mr Kennedy responded: ‘I 
suggest you saw a very large 

vehicle coming onto the paved 
area and it gave you the impres-
sion of coming at speed – but 
the truth is that was not the 
case.’

Giving evidence, Thomson, 
48, told the court he had gone 
to Mcandie Court to pick up an 
old cooker. ‘My sister had said 
it would be quiet and there’d 
be no trouble,’ said Thomson 
in reference to the dispute be-
tween his sister and the family.

‘There was no way I was doing 
40mph or 50mph. At the actual 
speed I was going, I could’ve 
probably run faster. It was 
just as I was slowing to a stop 
that [the woman] came out of 
nowhere and walked straight 

in front of my vehicle. It was 
like she did it intentionally. It is 
absolutely ludicrous to suggest 
I would drive straight at her – I 
have a good job.’

Summing up, Procurator Fis-
cal Martina Eastwood argued 
that the evidence of the three 
family members was credible 
and believeable. However, Ms 
Eastwood  pointed out that 
as far as deliberately trying to 
harm the woman and her baby 
was concerned, that was not a 
charge which had been levied 
against Thomson. 

In his closing remarks, Mr 
Kennedy also referred to the 
accusation Thomson had de-
liberately tried to run down the 

woman, saying if it had been 
remotely believeable, his client 
would have faced an allegation 
of murder.

Finding the prosecution case 
against Thomson not proven, 
Sheriff MacDonald said: ‘I’m 
really not sure which witnesses, 
if any, were telling the truth. 
Having doubt, therefore, I find 
the charge not proven.’

Thomson had also faced a 
charge of behaving in a threat-
ening and abusive manner, 
likely to cause fear or alarm, by 
shouting and swearing.

However, ahead of Thursday's 
trial, there was a submission of 
no case to answer on this sec-
ond charge, which was upheld.

A HOTEL manager has been 
banned from driving and fined 
£975 by a sheriff after police 
were tipped off by a petrol 
pump attendant that the man 
had smelled of alcohol when 
he paid for filling up his car.

Henry Power, 40, of Ard-
nevis Road, Claggan, Fort 
William, was due to go on trial 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
last week after denying driving 
a car at An Aird on the A82 
and in Ardnevis Road on June 
3 this year, with a breath alo-
cohol level of 32mg in 100ml 
of breath. The legal limit is 
22mg.

Power had already tendered 
a plea of guilty at an earlier 
appearance to driving the 
car unsupervised while only 
holding a provisional licence.

However, appearing for trial 
last week on the drink driving 
complaint, Power's defence 
agent, Hamish Melrose, 
intimated his client was now 
pleading guilty to both motor-
ing offences.

Procurator Fiscal Martina 
Eastwood told the court 
that after an attendant at the 
Morrisons filling station in 
Fort William had detected the 
smell of alcohol from Power 
when he paid for fuel, the 
police had been alerted.

Officers traced Power, who 
moved to Fort William in 
August last year to take up 
a post as a hotel manager, to 
his home in Claggan. Power 
told the officers he had con-
sumed four fifths of a can of 
cider after arriving home, but 
also admitted to consuming 
alcohol earlier that evening at 
the Crofter's Bar in the town 
before driving home.

Addressing the court, Mr 
Melrose said his client was 
a married man with a young 
family. He had spent 10 years 
in the Royal Navy prior to 
working in the hotel industry 
in Thailand for a further 
decade.

Mr Melrose told Sheriff Ei-
lidh MacDonald: ‘As far as the 
second charge is concerned, 
Mr Power came to Scotland 
in August of last year and did 
not realise his international 
driving licence had run out. 
He also did not realise he had 
to sit a full test within a year of 
that expiry. 

‘On the first complaint, he 
thought he was within the al-
cohol limit, but obviously this 
was not the case. He has never 
been in trouble before and has 
no previous traffic offences.’

Sheriff MacDonald banned 
Power from driving for a year 
for the drink driving offence, 
telling him he could qualify 
for a three-month discount 
if he successfully completed 
a drink driver rehabilitation 
course. She also fined him 
£675. 

On the second complaint, 
of driving unsupervised while 
only holding a provisional 
licence, Power was fined a 
further £300.

COMMUNITY wardens in Lochaber now 
have the power to issue fines for anti-social 
or irresponsible behaviour.

Following completion of special train-
ing, the wardens can now hand out fixed 
penalty notices as they take on a new 
enforcement role to tackle dog fouling, 
littering and fly tipping.

The fine for anyone caught dropping 
litter is £80. This rises up to between £200 
and £2,000 for cases of fly-tipping or the 
offender can receive six months in prison 
– up to five years if hazardous waste is 
dumped.

It is also an offence not to clean up 
immediately after your dog in any publicly 
accessible open space. Failure to do so can 
lead to an £80 fine, which increases if it is 
not paid.

Wardens Matthew Prosser and Willie 
Duncan already work closely with indi-
viduals, community representatives and 
agencies to address anti-social behaviour, 
improve the environment and provide 
information and advice.

Chairman of The Highland Council’s 
environment, development and infrastruc-
ture committee councillor Allan Hender-
son welcomed this new role. 'Littering and 
irresponsible dog owners not clearing up 
after their pets are issues all councillors 
receive lots of complaints about,' he said. 
'Now that our community wardens can 
issue enforcement notices, I hope this acts 
as a real deterrent.

'Not only are littering and dog fouling 
illegal, it also costs the council a signifi-
cant amount of money to clean up. This 

is money from council tax that could be 
spent in local communities.'

Chairman of the Lochaber committee 
councillor Andrew Baxter added: 'The 
team in Lochaber has had a positive role 
in terms of the safety and security of our 
communities, especially in reassuring 
and supporting vulnerable people. Now 
having the ability to issue fixed penalty 
notices enhances their important role and 
I encourage people to assist by reporting 
any incidents of littering, dog fouling or fly 
tipping.'

Members of the public who wish to report 
instances of dogs being allowed to foul in 
public places, littering or fly-tipping can 
contact the council on 01349 886603 or 
on the council’s website, highland.gov.uk/
report.

Spean Bridge 
villagers up 
in arms over 
fenced off land

Banned 
and fi ned 
for drink 
driving

Dangerous driving charge not proven

Community wardens Willie Duncan and Matthew Possner can now issue � nes. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Wardens granted more power

COUNCILLORS, residents 
and the local primary school 
in Spean Bridge are protesting 
after a piece of land used for 
decades by the community was 
fenced off without warning, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Part of the ground is surfaced 
and was regularly used by par-
ents dropping off children at the 
nearby school. The ground is 
also home to planters filled with 
flowers and tended by pupils.

A number of residents have 
since contacted the village’s 
community council about the 
fencing and the two padlocked 
farm-style metal gates that have 
sealed off the area.

Councillors heard there had 
been an informal path across 
the land from the school 
entrance to the A86 for many 
years, while the local shinty 
club has also made use of the 
parking area.

Chairman John Fotheringham 
has taken the matter up with 
Highland Council’s access 
officer, while Councillor Billy 
MacLachlan is seeking legal 
advice after it was claimed the 
shinty club and the previous 
village council were given a 
lease for the car parking area by 

a previous owner. The commu-
nity council agreed to look into 
getting the school’s flower tubs 
returned.

Councillors heard it was 
believed the legal land owner is 
now the daughter of the land’s 
former owner, the late Alastair 
Iain Donald Cameron.

Mr Fotheringham told fellow 
councillors: ‘This was an open 
space used by the village for 
more than 40 years. 

‘I don’t see there being any 
possibility of houses being 
allowed to be built on this site, 
as it is not in the development 
plan.

‘And I’m concerned that the 
children who looked after these 
flower beds are now also being 
stopped from doing that. 

‘I have to say I find it rather sad 
that anyone hoping to develop 
an area of ground in the village 
would be behaving like this.’

Asked if it was aware of the 
land row in Spean Bridge, a 
spokesperson for Highland 
Council said: ‘The council is 
aware of the issue and has taken 
a brief look into it. 

‘We expect the community 
council to come back to us to 
discuss it.’

SCOTTISH ministers have been 
ordered to disclose the names of 
Scotland’s ‘liciest’ fish farms, fol-
lowing an appeal to the Scottish 
Information Commissioner.

A campaign group called Salm-
on and Trout Conservation Scot-
land (S&TC Scotland) requested 
ministers release the names of 
the ‘worst performing’ fish farms 
exceeding trigger levels, plus 
‘increased monitoring plans and 
data produced, with full details 

of any intervention carried out, 
at any farms’.

Ministers responded that they 
had received five notifications, 
but withheld information iden-
tifying the aquaculture sites, ar-
guing it would cause ‘substantial 
prejudice’ to the interests of the 
fish farmers.

However, the commissioner 
ruled the information had been 
‘incorrectly withheld’, and or-
dered ministers to disclose it.

Scotland’s ‘liciest’ salmon 
farms to be revealed
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Listings for Thursday 21 
September – Thursday 28 
September 2017

DIARDAOIN 21 SULTAIN
THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Cuirm @ Celtic: Chicago 
– Session A9 (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – An 
Dùbhlan
21.00 Hamish – Documentary � lm 
about Hamish Henderson (rpt)
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Rita Hayworth 

23.20 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt) 
23.30 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live! (rpt)

DIHAOINE 22 SULTAIN
FRIDAY 22 SEPTEMBER
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35 Machair – Gaelic soap based on 
the Isle of Lewis (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Am Pòsadh Hiortach (rpt)
20.30    Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 Nathan Carter (rpt) 
22.25    Binneas – Cuirm @ Celtic: 
Chicago – Session A9 (rpt)
22.30    Rita Hayworth (rpt)
23.35    Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Errol Linton (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 23 SULTAIN
SATURDAY 23 SEPTEMBER
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

17.30 Machair – Gaelic soap based on 
the Isle of Lewis (rpt)
17.55    Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
18.00 Scottish Premiership – St 
Johnstone v Hamilton
20.00    Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
20.25 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)                                                                                                                        
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Seirm – Music show 
from Celtic Connections
22.00 HMS Timbertown (rpt)                                                                                                                          
22.55    Scottish Premiership – St 
Johnstone v Hamilton (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 24 SULTAIN
SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
16.00  Scottish Championship – St 
Mirren v Queen of the South
18.15  Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
18.30     Seachd Là (rpt)
19.30  Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00     DIY le Donnie – An Dùbhlan (rpt)
21.00     Sàr-sgeòil: His Bloody Project 
(rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Lorient is Alba: 

Scotland’s Year 
23.00  Rita Hayworth (rpt)
23.50     Dhan Uisge – Loch Coruisk (rpt)

DILUAIN 25 SULTAIN
MONDAY 25 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Sruth gu Sàl – series looking at 
the waterways of Scotland (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Puirt-adhair
21.00 Trusadh – Beatha as aonais Bean 
(rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Bannan 
22.30 Sgiobair nan Taighean-solais (rpt)
23.30 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Barbara Dickson (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 26 SULTAIN
TUESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.00 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.25 Binneas – Cuirm @ Celtic: Chicago 
– Rura (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30     Highland Midwives – Mna-
than-glùine – a’ leantail na leanabain 
(rpt)
21.00 Bha Mi Latha Sàmhraidh – A 
warm hearted look back at Stornoway’s 
post war social history (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh – Beatha as aonais Bean 
(rpt)
23.00 Lorient is Alba: Scotland’s Year 
(rpt)
23.30    Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 27 SULTAIN
WEDNESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Sruth gu Sàl (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)

19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Prosbaig  
21.00 ÙR | NEW:Talamh gu Truinnsear
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Ceòlmhor @ Piping 
Live!
22.30 Bannan (rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie – An Dùbhlan (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 28 SULTAIN
THURSDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.25 Binneas – Cuirm @ Celtic: Chicago 
– Rura (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad
22.00 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Bombskare (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Lana Turner

23.20 Dhan Uisge – Loch Lomond (rpt)
23.30    Ceòlmhor@Piping Live! (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 21 SULTAIN
THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Cuirm @ Celtic: 
Chicago – Session A9 (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR/NEW: DIY le Donnie – An 
Dùbhlan
21.00 Hamish – Documentary � lm 
about Hamish Henderson (rpt)
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Rita Hayworth 
23.20 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt) 
23.30 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live! (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain

RESIPOLE Studios 
and Fine Art Gallery 
launched its annual 
autumn show on Friday 
September 1, which 
presents a solo show of 
work by Kirstie Cohen 
in the main gallery; a 
joint showcase of art 
by Anna King and 
Ellis O’Connor in the 
white gallery, as well as 
a group exhibition in 
the Red Gallery. The 
exhibitions run until 
October 22.

North Atlantic Light, 
by multi-award winning 
artist, Cohen, is a series 
of landscape paintings 
on show in the main 

gallery. This is Cohen’s 
first solo exhibition 
at Resipole, which 
showcases a collection 
of more than 20 abstract 
oil paintings, inspired 
by the west coast of 
Scotland. By applying 
thick layers of textured 
paint, Cohen conveys 
the tumultuous skies 
and dramatic scenery of 
the Scottish coastline.

She says: ‘My painting 
lies within the context of 
the northern romantic 
landscape tradition.  
I try and convey the 
essence of land, sea and 
sky and express a sense 
of space light or mood 

of the moment rather 
than depict a specific 
location.’

Since graduating from 
Glasgow School of Art, 
Cohen has exhibited 
across the UK with 
several solo shows in 
London and Edinburgh. 

The joint exhibition 
of work by landscape 
painters Anna King 
and Ellis O’Connor  
shows how the artists 
are heavily influenced 
by the elements and the 
great outdoors. 

Anna King is a mul-
ti-award winning artist 
who uses a mixture of 
oil paint and pencil, and 

explores the margins of 
the Scottish landscape, 
inspired by its periferies 
and edges, deserted 
buildings and empty 
spaces. She graduated 
from Dundee’s Duncan 
of Jordanstone College 
of Art and Design in 
2005 and since then has 
won the John Lowrie 
Morrison Award and 
the Royal Scottish 
Academy Landscape 
Prize. 

Ellis O’Connor is a 
prize-winning visual 
artist whose practice 
adopts a variety of 
mediums, including 
drawing, painting, 

printmaking and 
photography. With 
layers of paint and ink, 
her work evokes the 
geological framework 
of Scotland’s glens, 
mountains and rivers.

She says: ‘I am very 
interested in the land 
and I focus on the detail 
and textures.’

O’Connor is also a 
graduate from Duncan 
of Jordanstone and was 
recently awarded the 
International Travel 
Bursary  for Visual 
Arts from the British 
Council. 

Lastly, in the Red Gal-
lery, Resipole presents 

a group of nine artists, 
featuring new gallery 
artist, Fiona Macrae, 
a still life painter from 
Argyll. 

Macrae graduated 
from Glasgow School 
of Art and has won 
acclaim both nationally 
and internationally for 
her block colours and 
abstract composition of 
table top still lives.

The exhibition will 
also showcase work 
from gallery regulars, 
Helen Fryer, Helen 
Michie, Alan Hayman, 
Stephen French, Jane 
Rushton, Brenda Mar-
tin and Gail Wendorf. 

B E N D E R L O C H ’ S 
week-long festival of the 
written and spoken word 
begins this Saturday, 
with a talk linking the 
legend of King Arthur 
to Lochgilphead and 
Iona, and the story of 
the sword and the stone 
to Dunadd.

Author and poet Ken-
neth Steven launches 
the festival at 3pm on 
September 23, declaring 
The Victory Hall’s 
Reading Room open 
and delivering the words 
of welcome. 

Storyteller Patsy Dyer 
then follows at 3.30pm 
with entertaining Tales 
of Argyll for adults with 
young children, and a 
second session from 
4.45pm, suitable for all 
and free thanks to spon-
sors the Eriska Hotel 
and Spa.

The festival’s first 
book talk brings to the 
stage Adam Ardrey, an 
advocate and appeal 
service judge, whose 
two books Finding Mer-
lin and Finding Arthur 
‘prove the legend of Ar-
thur and Merlin is based 
on Scottish history’.

Mr Ardrey’s talk will 
be about ‘how we can 
now fill the hitherto 
almost empty sixth 
century of Scottish 
history with the greatest 
story ever told: the story 

of Arthur and the man 
called ‘Merlin’, accord-
ing to his website.

He goes on, writing: 
‘there is no possible his-
torical Arthur, far less 
an historical ‘Merlin’, 
in England or in Wales. 
Second, ask yourself: 
what would it take to 
prove to you that the 
legendary Arthur was 
the historical Arthur 
MacAedan (c.559-
596CE)?

‘Google the legendary 
Arthur’s most famous 
battle, the battle of Ba-
don. Then check Google 

Maps and you will find 
the lands of Badden lie 
between Lochgilhead 
and Cairnbaan. Smack-
bang next to Dunadd.’

‘The historical sword 
and stone event hap-
pened on the summit of 
Dunadd, when Arthur, 
Arthur Mac Aedan was 
at Dunadd, in 574CE. 
No magic sword or mag-
ic stone were involved, 
just a simple ceremony 
that only makes sense 
on the summit of Dun-
add.’ The legendary 
Arthur’s eleventh battle, 
Breguion, he argues, 

was fought at Beregoni-
um – Benderloch.

Next he links the 
legendary Arthurian 
island of Avalon to the 
Hebrides: ‘Avalon is 
said to be an island, 
set in the western sea, 
where the legendary Ar-
thur was buried, after he 
was killed at the battle 
of Camlann. Iona is an 
island set in the western 
sea, and Iona is where 
the historical Arthur 
Mac Aedan was buried.

‘Have I given too 
much away? Will there 
be anything left for my 
Benderloch talk?

‘Yup, stacks. Excal-
ibur, Gawain, Round 
Table (again no magic 
involved), Guinevere 
(Google Meigle II 
stone for her) etc. etc.: 
Scotland has the lot.’

Later in the week the 
Victory Hall also hosts 
the Bookends’ theatre 
night on Wednesday 
September 27, when 
Graham Alexander and 
Sarah Palmer reveal 
the extraordinary true 
story of navigator Va-
lerian Albanov’s 235- 
mile journey across the 
Arctic ice in search off 
rescue. 

A badly planned 
expedition led to the 
Russian hunting ship, 
the Saint Anna, getting 
locked in the polar ice 

Taynuilt’s Bookends ambassador Marlyn Turbitt stocks its bookbin, so readers 
can borrow, read and drop o�  free books before the festival

Adam Ardrey, author of Finding Merlin and Finding 
Arthur, links the legend to Argyll.

The book bin at Lochnell Primary School in 
Benderloch with the box full of children’s books.

of the Kara Sea, 100 
years ago. 

This charity produc-
tion, in aid of Home-
Start Lorn, starts at 
7.30pm, with entry by 
donation.

The next day local art-
ist Jennifer Shaw runs a 
creative event teaching 
the art of lino-cutting, 
and with her help you 
can design, make and 
take home your own 
bespoke bookmark.

Classes start at 7.30pm 
and cost £5 (all materi-
als included).

Then on Friday at 
7.30pm, quiz master 
Craig Munro hosts the 
Big Bookends Quiz, 

which will include a few 
literary questions and 
rounds suitable for all 
brains. 

Teams can include up 
to six members, costing 
£2 per person.

Organiser Joy Camer-
on said: ‘It is advisable 
to book for these events 
in order that we make 
enough room. We can 
accommodate lots of 
visitors but last year we 
were stowed out at some 
events, so with a little 
notice we can create 
some more elbow room. 

Book your spaces at 
w w w. b o okend s . s c ot 
or by phoning 01631 
720247.’

AWA RD-WIN NING 
Fort William author, 
Barry Hutchison, will 
be visiting the town’s 
Highland Bookshop on 
Saturday (September 
23) to sign copies of 
his latest novel, Spectre 
Collectors: Too Ghoul for 
School, and talk about 
the inspiration behind 
the story.

The first in a 
spook-tacular new se-
ries about a secret soci-
ety of ghost hunters, Too 
Ghoul for School tells 
the story of 12-year-old 
Denzel, who is recruited 
into the organisation af-
ter a poltergeist attacks 
him during his maths 
homework.

‘It’s possibly my fa-
vourite book I’ve ever 
written,’ said Barry. 
‘And it’s fantastic to 
finally be able to launch 
a new book in a real 
independent bookshop 
here in my home town.’

While signing, Barry 
will also be answering 

questions about his 
books and giving advice 
to any would-be authors 
looking to follow in his 
footsteps.

As well as being the 
author of more than 80 
books, Barry recently 
completed writing 
duties on SuperMansion, 
an animated US TV 
show starring Breaking 
Bad’s Bryan Cranston, 
and Wonder Woman and 
Star Trek star, Chris 
Pine.

Barry will be appear-
ing at The Highland 

Bookshop from 1-2pm 
on Saturday September 
23, with signed copies 
available in store after-
wards.

Spooky new children’s 
novel launches at 
Highland Bookshop

Autumn has arrived at Resipole 
Studios and Fine Art Gallery

Legends and magic launch book  festival

1 September – 
22 October 2017

Author Barry 
Hutchison.
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across

1 Bothers (7)

5 Pulsate (5)

8 Old fashioned form of communication (9)

9 Giant word of annoyance (3)

10 Eyes (5)

12 Lazy (4-3)

13 Onesie (4,9)

15 Milk producer of mozzarella (7)

17 Unclothed (5)

19 Ones boy (3)

20 Rigidly austere (9)

22 Now (5)

23 Unit of sound (7)

Down

1 Minute (5)

2 Throw (3)

3 Distinct type (7)

4 Pale yellow (5-8)

5 Counter (5)

6 One who had to stay in the Soviet Union 
(9)

7 Farewells or sleep (3-4)

11 Without form (9)

13 Look after youngsters (7)

14 Caused by motion (7)

16 Sufficiently (5)

18 Relating to a Duke (5)

21 Arrest (3)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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14 Caused by motion (7)

16 Sufficiently (5)
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21 Arrest (3)
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CROSSWORDGlasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON

robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

The second Tuesday of 
the month is becoming 
firmly established as 
Accordion and Fiddle 
Club (GAAFC) night 
down here in Glasgow.

The second GAAFC 
took place on Monday 
September 11 and on 
arriving at the Scot-
stounhill Bowling Club 
I was delighted to see 
that the attendance was 
just as healthy as it was 
for the opening night 
four weeks previously.

In fact, there were 
so many local artists 
willing to play, that not 
everybody got a tune! It 
is little wonder the turn- 
outs are so significant 
considering the quality 
of music that is provided 
at the club.

There is a huge wealth 
of Scottish Dance Band 
talent in the Glasgow 
area and the local artists 
are always up for giving 
a tune. 

Local band leaders for 

the evening were Steven 
Carcary, Scott Band, 
William McRobert, 
Allan Smith, Ewan 
Galloway, Andy Phil-
lip, Calum MacColl, 
David Oswald, Alisdair 
MacLeod, Susan 
Macfadyen, Martainn 
Skene, Claire Gullan, 
William Paterson, Dun-
can Black, and Niamh 
McLaughlin who played 
solo box.

Then it was the turn of 
the guest artists: The Ian 
Powrie Tribute Band. 
This project was set up 
by one of my all-time 
favourite piano players, 
Dennis Morrison.

Onstage, Dennis was 
joined by Sandy Lindsay 
on button accordion, 
Nicky McMichan on 
second accordion, Ma-
rie Fielding on the fid-
dle, and Neil MacMillan 
on the bass. What a 
tight and together sound 
those guys created.

The ethos of the club 

is to allow bands to 
bring their full five- or 
six-piece line up to the 
stage; and this band was 
prime example of what a 
great ethos that is. Each 
individual player was 
displaying their bril-
liance whilst contribut-
ing to the overall sound 
of the entity as a whole. 
I could have listened to 
them all night.

Next month’s guest 
artist is Oban’s Craig 
MacFadyen and his 
Scottish Dance Band.

Glasgow Skye 
Opening 
Ceilidh 
The Glasgow Skye 
Association had a very 
successful Opening 
Ceilidh on Saturday 
September 16 with 
Rosemary Ward, 
director of the Gaelic 
Books Council, in the 
chair, with singers Joan 

Morrison, Claire Ma-
cAulay, DI Brown, and 
John Boa. 

John Angus Gillies 
played the pipes and 
Fiona MacAskill gave 
some tunes on the 
fiddle – all in front 
of a very appreciative 
audience.

Clydebank 
Ceilidh
An excellent ceilidh was 
held in the Napier Hall 
on Friday September 
15 by the Clydebank 
Highland Association. 
The chairman for the 
evening was former 
Glasgow Letter writer, 
Neil Murray, and sing-
ers were Jimmy Camer-
on, Gordon McKeeve, 
Seonaidh Rostant, and 
Sheila Galbraith.

Young Gregor Niven, 
making his debut ap-
pearance at the associa-
tion, displayed his skills 

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 October 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WIN 
 AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT BALLATHIE HOUSE HOTEL 

WITH A FOUR COURSE DINNER AND SCOTTISH BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
On the banks of which river is Ballathie House Hotel situated?

Unwind in the ultimate country house hotel, 4 star 
luxury with an enviable, stunning location on the 
banks of the River Tay, a few miles from the city of 
Perth. After a day spent exploring the spectacular 
surroundings, return to Ballathie to relax before 

dinner in the 2AA rosette award-winning fine dining 
restaurant. Indulge in a seasonal harvest transformed 
into mouth watering dishes by Head Chef, Scott Scorer 
and his brigade, complemented by fine wines, a refined 
ambience and discreet, attentive service.

Prize subject to availability.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves 
the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will 
be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE WITH A BOTTLE OF 

CHAMPAGNE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What was Links House voted in 2017?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish 
Highlands is a country house hotel and restaurant in 
the finest tradition, offering luxury accommodation 
combined with the charm, grace and elegance of the 
world’s finest luxury small hotels. Links House Hotel 
has been beautifully restored to reflect the drama of 

its setting, overlooking the first tee at Royal Dornoch 
Golf Club. With just 14 bedrooms, guests can luxuriate 
in Links House Hotel as if visiting their own country 
house. Voted Scotland’s Style Hotel of the Year in 
2017, Links House is an oasis of calm and perfect for a 
Highland break.

 Prize subject to availability.

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK 313
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Golf Club. With just 14 bedrooms, guests can luxuriate 
in Links House Hotel as if visiting their own country 
house. Voted Scotland’s Style Hotel of the Year in 
2017, Links House is an oasis of calm and perfect for a 
Highland break.

 Prize subject to availability.
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 October 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WIN 
 AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT BALLATHIE HOUSE HOTEL 

WITH A FOUR COURSE DINNER AND SCOTTISH BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
On the banks of which river is Ballathie House Hotel situated?

Unwind in the ultimate country house hotel, 4 star 
luxury with an enviable, stunning location on the 
banks of the River Tay, a few miles from the city of 
Perth. After a day spent exploring the spectacular 
surroundings, return to Ballathie to relax before 

dinner in the 2AA rosette award-winning fine dining 
restaurant. Indulge in a seasonal harvest transformed 
into mouth watering dishes by Head Chef, Scott Scorer 
and his brigade, complemented by fine wines, a refined 
ambience and discreet, attentive service.

Prize subject to availability.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves 
the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will 
be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE WITH A BOTTLE OF 

CHAMPAGNE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What was Links House voted in 2017?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish 
Highlands is a country house hotel and restaurant in 
the finest tradition, offering luxury accommodation 
combined with the charm, grace and elegance of the 
world’s finest luxury small hotels. Links House Hotel 
has been beautifully restored to reflect the drama of 

its setting, overlooking the first tee at Royal Dornoch 
Golf Club. With just 14 bedrooms, guests can luxuriate 
in Links House Hotel as if visiting their own country 
house. Voted Scotland’s Style Hotel of the Year in 
2017, Links House is an oasis of calm and perfect for a 
Highland break.

 Prize subject to availability.
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The Ian Powrie Tribute Band made a great sound at the recent Glasgow 
Accordion and Fiddle Club.

on the accordion, and 
Ian MacPhee was the 
piper. Kirsteen Grant 
was the accompanist 
for the evening and 
also played for some 
community singing.

The Clydebank High-
landers would like to 

thank everybody who 
came along to support 
the association.

Pub Scene
Islay Inn
Friday September 22: 
Crooked Reel

Saturday September 23: 
Black Velvet

Park Bar
Friday September 22: 
Nicky McMichan
Saturday September 
23: No music due to 
football.

Hebrides Ensemble tune 
up for events on Mull
THE HEBRIDES 
Ensemble comes to 
Mull this weekend to 
perform three concerts 
with students from the 
Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland (RCS).

William Conway, Heb-
rides Ensemble’s artistic 
director and cellist, will 
be joined by some of the 
finest young musicians 
from the RCS for a 
concert at Bunessan 
Hall at 1.30pm and a 
concert at An Tobar at 
6.30pm, both on Sunday 
September 24. The 
group will then perform 
a special concert for 
pupils at Tobermory 
High School on Monday 
25 September.

These concerts are 
part of the Ensemble’s 
Hebrides Academy 
programme, which 
offers expert coaching 

and performance op-
portunities to musicians 
and composers. This 
concert will mark the 
culmination of several 
days of coaching during 
which William and the 
students will work on a 
programme of contem-
porary and 20 century 
music.

Gordon Maclean, cre-
ative director at Comar 
said: ‘It’s a long way 
to the concert halls of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh 
so it’s wonderful that 
the musicians will be 
stepping onto the ferry 
to bring their amazing 
music to us.’

Tobermory High 
School’s Hannah 
Thorne, who represents 
music department 
students, said: ‘At To-
bermory High School, a 
small island school in a 

Lewis-based publish-
er Acair is hosting 
a book signing in 
Waterstones Byres 
Road, Glasgow, for 
the launch of Iain 
Smith and Joan 
Forrest’s book, Saints 
& Sinners: Tales of 
Lewis Lives - the story 
of education in the 
Western Isles at the 
turn of the last cen-

tury, as told through 
an account of Lewis 
lives.

The event will 
include readings 
and discussions with 
the authors, and the 
chance to buy the 
book. Refreshments 
will be served.

The event takes 
place on Wednesday 
October 4 at 7.30pm.

Book launch

remote location, musical 
opportunities like this 
are rare. We are thrilled 
and privileged to be 
welcoming the brilliant 
Hebrides Ensemble 
and students from RCS. 
This will be a wonderful 

experience to listen to 
such world class perfor-
mances; students will be 
sure to expand their cul-
tural awareness. We look 
forward with eager antic-
ipation to encountering 
a programme of such a 

challenging repertoire.’
Jennifer Martin, chief 
executive of Hebrides 
Ensemble said: ‘Heb-
rides Academy gives 
us the opportunity to 
support musicians at all 
stages of their careers. 

We’re really excited 
to be giving talented 
young musicians from 
the Royal Conserva-
toire of Scotland the 
opportunity to perform 
for audiences who don’t 
have easy access to 

concerts. We’re thrilled 
to be visiting Bunessan 
and Tobermory, ensur-
ing that communities 
from all over the island 
will have the chance 
to hear these brilliant 
musicians.’
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TRAVEL and food journalist 
Michelle McAnally and her 
husband, Robert, recently 
spent an afternoon enjoying 
The Stables Spa and Leisure 
Centre and The Deck Restau-
rant at the Isle of Eriska.

Before we even reached The 
Stables Spa and Leisure Cen-
tre on the Isle of Eriska, we 
felt the calming influence of 
sea, sky and verdant forestland 
as we crossed over the narrow 
wooden bridge that separates 
the mainland from this oasis 
of luxury and tranquillity.

For our ‘daycation’ just an 
11-mile drive from Oban, we 
planned to enjoy lunch at The 
Deck Restaurant, and then 
take advantage of the brilliant 
facilities at The Stables for 
an afternoon of leisure and 
rejuvenation.

Highlighted as an Editor’s 
Choice in the Good Hotel 
Guide 2017, The Stables offers 
a mosaic of services one might 
expect from a big city spa, but 
without the intimidation or 
rush. Guests can choose from 
a full range of massages, body 
or facial treatments and holis-
tic therapies, from a monthly 
waxing to a beautifying skin 
session to a whole body renew-
al experience. The Rasul mud 
chamber, based on an ancient 

Egyptian beauty ritual, allows 
you to relax in heated loungers 
beneath a twinkling starry 
sky, while mineral rich mud 
and steam gently detox and 
de-stress.

The five-star spa boasts five 
lovely treatment suites, as well 
as a thermal suite with a heat-
ed pool, spa pool, sauna and 
steam room. You can access 
the thermal suite when you 
book a one-hour treatment, 
so it’s a good idea to bring a 
swimsuit for a refreshing set 
of laps or a lazy soak before or 
after your treatment.

After a relaxing lunch at The 
Deck, my husband and I head-
ed down to the award-winning 
spa and leisure facilities, 
where we were warmly greeted 
by the helpful staff.

Emma Jane Sharpe is the 
spa manager, and brings 15 
years of clinical experience to 
the team – in fact, none of the 
staff has less than nine years of 
industry experience.

‘We use ESPA and ishga 
skincare products, both of 
which marry very well with the 
ethos of the island,’ Emma ex-
plained. ‘If you want to go all 
natural, we have chosen isgha 
products, which are 100 per 
cent organic, using seaweed 
and algae extracts. If you want 

to try something a bit more ac-
tive, we love the ESPA range.’

The spa staff are highly 
trained in the use of the 
products, and offer pampering 
treatments for all skin types, 
from a half-hour ESPA skin 
boosting facial to an 80-min-
ute isgha treatment designed 
to firm, brighten tone and 
protect. All skin treatments 
are customised to your skin 
type and requirements.

The atmosphere at The 
Stables is tasteful, yet com-
fortable, and our lockers held 
everything we needed for our 
experience, including plush 
towels, robes, flip-flops and 
slippers, as well as a lovely 
wee surprise – a gift bag with 
samples of ESPA products.

‘When our clients come in 
we give them their robes to 
make them comfortable, and 
they can feel free to wander 
the facilities, or even eat lunch 
in their robes,’ Emma shared. 
‘Whether you are just enjoying 
the spa or also want to include 
lunch, a snack or afternoon 
tea, we want your visit to be 
seamless.’

Robert headed for the gym 
while I was led to the suite of 
stylish treatment rooms by 
Moilla, one of The Stables’ 
gracious and skilled therapists. 

The room was spacious and 
comforting with fresh flowers, 
thoughtful lighting, tranquil 
music and the subtle scent of 
aromatherapy oils. From the 
treatment menu, I chose an 
hour-long therapeutic deep 
tissue body massage to help 
relieve sore muscles, espe-
cially in my neck, shoulders 
and back, which result from 
working at a desk all day.

After a consultation to 
discuss my general health 
and any problem areas that 
needed attention, Moilla let 
me pick from two aroma-
therapy oils, and treated me 
to an amazing massage that 
dispelled my all my knots and 
tension. After my treatment, 
my shoulders dropped a few 
inches, and my neck and back 
felt blessedly loose thanks 
to Moilla’s skilled hands. 
Afterward, she gave me a 
mineral water and assured 
me that there was no hurry 
to rush out of the treatment 
room. Back in my fluffy robe, 
I was led to the tastefully 
furnished relaxation room 
overlooking the loch and 
a soothing water fountain, 
where I was offered herbal 
tea or a refreshing G&T. Sip-
ping my tea in a comfy chair 
and taking in the gorgeous 

ADVERTORIAL

Isle of Eriska spa is an oasis of luxury and tranquillity
view was a perfect ending to 
my pampering session.

The Stables Spa is perfect for 
hen and bridal parties and they 
do men’s treatments as well 
as couple’s massages, with a 
special room designed for two. 
A range of packages offer any 
type of pampering with fizz or 
afternoon tea – you can custom-

ise your experience a myriad of 
ways. Make a day of it by com-
bining a spa treatment with tea 
or lunch, or work The Stables 
into your usual beauty routine.

Not just for special occasions, 
though, I can recommend The 
Stables for any time you want a 
spa experience unrivalled on the 
West Coast. I have to warn you 

though, you won’t want to leave!
‘The most important thing for 

me is that our clients have an 
experience they wouldn’t have 
at any other spa, complete with 
a lovely family feel,’ Emma said. 
‘Nothing is a problem and we 
will do everything we can to 
make your experience the best 
it can be.’

Benderloch, Argyll, Scotland, PA37 1SD   Tel: 01631 720371 Website: www.eriska-hotel.co.uk
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World Stone 
Skimming 

Championships 2017
Pre Skim Dance with live 
music from ‘Wire & Wool’

Saturday 23rd September  
Easdale Island 

Community Hall
Doors and Bar Open 7.30pm

Late Return Ferries 
11pm & Midnight

World Stone Skimming 
Championships 2017
Sunday 24th September

On Easdale Island
Registration in the hall from 10am

See www.stoneskimming.com for all info.
Live music, merchandise, BBQ, stalls.

Ferries from 9.15am

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD
If you would like 

to advertise in 
the Oban Times 

Community 
Noticeboard please 
call 01631 568000

ONE of Argyll’s favour-
ite festivals returned 
this year with an extra 
evening – much to the 
delight of loyal fans.

Music lovers from 
across the country 
flocked to the town of 
Inveraray to witness 
some of the best acts 
Scotland has to offer 
– with headlining acts 
such as Skippinish, 
Tide Lines and Eddi 
Reader.

Hosted by the Duke 
and Duchess of Argyll, 
the intimate festival 
has the magnificent 
backdrop of the historic 
Inveraray Castle, and 
celebrates all things 
traditional – from 
unique Scottish music 
to haggis pizza.

The event kicked off 
with a bang on Friday 
evening, with revellers 
ignoring the rain to en-
joy a range of acts. Cow-
al-based band Heron 

Valley and Tiree’s 
Skippinish headlined, 
with the latter rivalling 
Taylor Swift and Ed 
Sheeran in the UK 
charts.

Long established 
Skippinish delighted 
fans with traditional 
performances of their 
hits including Harvest 
of the Homeland.

Sold-out Saturday 
began the opposite 
of Friday, with the 
grounds of Inveraray 
Castle basking in the 
sunshine. Fans enjoyed 
a late lunch and a few 
refreshments outdoors, 
with plenty taking the 
opportunity to enjoy 
face painting and fair-
ground rides.

Rock four-piece 
Hunter and the Bear 
packed the main tent,  
performing hits such as 
Paper Heart and Holo-
gram. Front man Will 
Irvine gave the crowd 

exactly what they were 
looking for, interacting 
with fans encouraging 
enthusiastic singalongs.

The rain returned on 
Sunday, but spectators 
refused to let the 
weather dampen their 
spirits. A packed house 
awaited the popular 
four piece Tide Lines, 
who did not disappoint, 
delighting their young 
fans with an encore of 
Far Side of the World.

Vocalist Robert 
Robertson, who was 
inundated with picture 
and autograph requests 
from young fans follow-
ing his performance, 
said Best of the West 
was one of the high-
lights of their tour.

He continued: ‘I’ve 
been to Best of the West 
a number of times over 
the years. It’s always just 
a really nice atmosphere 
with the food, the beer 
and the music.’

The band’s album re-
cently hit the UK charts 
at number 14, and they 
have performed across 
the UK and in France.

A regular highlight 
at Best of the West is 
the glittering array of 
local talent, and this 
year Holly Renton 
and Teigan Holroyd 
delighted the main 
stage audience with a 
selection of Gaelic and 
modern songs.

Mid Argyll’s Bar 
None Community 
Choir sang beautifully, 
while Inveraray band 
The Camans had the 
fans jumping with 
crowd-pleasing covers.

A hugely enjoyable 
festival went out with a 
bang as Scots superstar 
Eddi Reader took to 
the Sunday evening 
stage to close the show 
in true style in front of 
a packed audience of 
festival-goers.

Inveraray takes a BoW 
with festival to remember
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Mull and Iona Mòd results

Three victorious winners at the Mull and Iona 
Mòd from Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige (Rock� eld 
Gaelic Unit) in Oban: left to right, P2 pupil Millie 
Bonniwell from North Connel, who came � rst in 

the solo � ve to eight years � uent and won the Mrs 
Beaton Memorial Cup; P3 pupil Neha Toledo from 

Dunbeg came second behind Millie and second 
in the � ve to eight years learners’ recitation; and 
P2 pupil Felix Hughs from Oban came � rst in the 

conversation � ve to six years � uent and � rst in 
recitation � ve to eight years learners.

Scott McPhee, Rufus Hughes and Erinn Higgins 
from P5 were all delighted they got placings in 

storytelling, poetry and singing.

MULL MÒD RESULTS 2017

JUNIOR VOCCAL: Solo 
5-8 Fluent: 1 Millie Bon-
niwell, 2 Neha Toledo, 
3 Alasdair MacLean 
Fleming; Solo 9-10 Boys/
Girls F: 1 Eubhaidh Kellet, 
2 Erin Higgins, 3 Caris 
Nic’ille Dhuinn; Solo 11-
12 Boys/Girls F: 1 Ealasaid 
Maclean, 2 Ealasaid F 
MacFadyen, 3 Annie Sine 
Nìc Nèill; Solo 13-15 Girls 
F: 1 Camrie MacInnes, 2 
Maria Clark, 3 Orla Ma-
cLennan; Solo 13-15 Boys 
F: Calum Garvin; Solo 5-6 
Learners: 1 Ella Fife, 2 
Ryan Cameron, 3 Maya 
Szodzinska; Solo 7-8 
Learners: 1 Feorlin Rent-
on, 2 Rosie Blyth, 3 Zara 
Cripps; Solo 9-10 Girls 
L: 1 Layla MacIntyre, 2 
Holly Gallagher, 3 Verity 
Lawrence; Solo 9-10 Boys 
L:1 Emma MacLachlan, 2 
Tilly Cunningham, Holly 
Cameron; Solo Boys 9-12 
L 1 Alexander Dugdale, 2 
Calan McGuigan, 3 Liam 
Cameron; Solo 13-15 
Girls L: 1 Holly MacLean, 
2 Eilidh Graham, 3  Flori-
ana Lawrence; Solo 13-15 
Boys L: 1 Angus MacLean; 
Traditional U13: 1 
Ealasaid F MacKinnon, 
2 Annie Sine Nìc Nèill, 3 
Calum A MacKinnon; Tra-
ditional 13-18: 1 Claire F 
Nic Nèill, 2 Calum Garvin, 

3 Maria Clark; Leanabh 
an Aigh: 1 Cameron Mac-
Innes, 2 Layla MacIntyre, 
3 Ula Gordon; Girls 13-16 
Mull: 1  Floriana Law-
rence, 2 Eilidh Graham, 3 
Holly Renton; Solo 16-18 
Girls: 1 Claire F Nic Nèill, 
2 Tiegan Holroyd, 3 Holly 
Renton; Solo 16-18 Boys: 
1 Ross McLeish, 2 Gregor 
Campbell. JUNIOR DUET, 
GROUP AND CHOIR: Duet 
13-18: 1 Holly Renton and  
Tiegan Holroyd. Action 
Song Pre 5: 1 Sgoil an 
t-Sàilein: 2 Tobermory 
Pre-5, 3 Bunessan Pre-
5; Action Song U13: 1 
Sgoil an t-Sàilein P3/4, 2 
Dervaig Primary School, 
3 Lochaline Primary 
School; Folk Group U13: 
St Columba’s Primary 
School; Choral Unison 
U13: 1 Còisir A, P4-7 Bun 
Sgoil an t-Sàilein, 2 St 
Columba’s P S Choir, 
3  Kilchoan P S Choir; 
Puirt a Beul U13: 1 Còisir 
C, P4-7 Bun Sgoil an 
t-Sàilein, 2 Rockfield 
Choir, 3 Tobermory P S 
Choir; Harmony U19: Còi-
sir Òg Dhàil Riata: Puirt 
a beul 13-18: Còisir Òg 
Dhàil Riata. JUNIOR TRO-
PHIES: Angus Henderson 
Memorial Trophy: Aon-
ghas Schmidt Gorthy/
Murchadh Moireasdan; 
Mary Morrison Cuach: 
Catriona Chamshron; 

Mrs Chritsian Anderson 
Rose Bowl: Annie-Sine 
Nic Nèill; The MacGilp 
Trophy: Best Local: 
Ruairidh Mac ill Eathain; 
Seumas Gallagher Prize: 
Amy MacLachlan/Megan 
Curtis/Rachel Bolton; 
Mrs CM Beaton Memorial 
Quaich: Millie Bonniwell; 
Rockville Trophy: Feorlin 
Renton; Quinish Cup: 
Eubhaidh Kellett; Archie 
MacLean Salver: Ealasaid 
MacLean; Lady MacLean 
of Duart Salver: Emma 
MacLachlan; Denis Mac-
Neill Salver: Alexander 
Dugdale; Goldie Plate: 
Music: Zara Cripps; Ishbel 
Lloyd Memorial Trophy: 
Gaelic: Zara Cripps; 
Donald Morrison Cup: 
Cameron MacInnes; Liv-
ingstone Memorial Prize: 
Floriana Lawrence; Mod 
Ionadach na Dreòlluinn 
Cup: Holly MacLean; 
Cattanach Trophy: Calum 
Garvin; Achadhbeag 
Trophy: Holly Renton/
Tiegan Holroyd; Cnoc 
na Sgillinn Trophy: 
Sgoil-Araich an t-Sàilein; 
Mrs A M MacKenzie 
Sheild: Bun sgoil an 
t-Sàilein P3/4; Fealla-dha 
Trophy: St Columba’s 
Primary School; Harper 
Nelson Trophy: Còisir 
A P4-7 Bun-sgoil an 
t-Sàilein; Isle of Mull Sil-
ver Trophy: Còisir C P4-7 

Bun-sgoil an t-Sàilein; 
Lady MacLean of Duart:  
Còisir C P4-7 Bun-sgoil an 
t-Sàilein; John Simpson 
Shield: Mimi Spence; 
John Darroch Memorial 
Cup: Logie Johnstone; 
Allan Beaton Challenge 
Shield: Calum Dunbar; 
Calum MacPherson Me-
morial Trophy: Alexander 
Anderson; Roger Jones 
Memorial Trophy: Best 
Performance by a Local 
piper: Alexander An-
derson. JUNIOR ORALS: 
Storytelling 9-12: 1 Scott 
Mac a’ Phì, 2 Ealasaid 
MacLean; Recitation 5-6: 
1 Aonghas Schmidh-Gor-
thy, 2 Elin Nic ‘ill Eathain, 
3 Arlo Hewitt; Recitation 
7 – 8: 1 Murchadh Moire-
asdan, 2 Ruairidh Mac ‘ill 
Eathain, 3 Bailidh Mac ‘ille 
Dhuinn; Recitation  9-10: 
1 Catriona Chamshron, 
2 Rufus Hughes, 3 Scott 
Mac a’ Phì; Recitation 11-
12: 1 Ealasaid MacLean, 
2 Rio Mac ‘ille Dhuinn, 3 
Eubha Nic A Phi and Lil-
idh Howitt; Conversation 
5 – 6: 1 Felix Hughes, 2 
Arloo Hewitt, 3 Aong-
has Schmidh-Gorthy; 
Conversation 7 – 8: 1 Ru-
airidh Mac ‘ill Eathain, 2 
Bailidh Mac ‘ille Dhuinn, 
3 Eilish Chamashron and 
Floraidh Thorne; Conver-
sation 9 – 10: 1 Catriona 
Chamshron, 2 Breagha 

Dunbar, 3 Eubhaidh 
Kellett; Conversation 
11 – 12: 1 Annie S Nic 
Nèill, 2 Calum Dunbar, 3 
Eubhaidh Nic a’ Phì; Con-
versation 13-18: 1 Daisy 
Buchanan, 2 Camrie Mac-
Innes, 3 Orla MacLennan;

Recitation 5 – 8  Learners: 
1 Felix Hughes, 2 Neha 
Toledo, 3 Amy MacLa-
chlan;  Recitation 13-18 
open 1 Rachel Bolton, 2 
Rona MacIntyre, 3 Lily 
Hargreaves;

JUNIOR INSTRUMEN-
TAL: Fiddle U13:1 Mimi 
Spence, 2 Lilidh Howitt, 
3 Eubhaidh Kellett and 
Finn Turnbull; Fiddle 
13-18: 1 Claire Frances 
Nic Nill; Chanter U19: 1 
Logie Johnstone, 2 Innes 
MacCallum, 3 Rachel Gal-
lagher; Bagpipes U19 M: 1 
Ruairidh Reade, 2 Cailean 
MacLean; Bagpipes 13-15 
M: 1 Calum Dunbar, 2 Jack 
Nelson, 3 Mairi Nonhebel; 
Bagpipes 13-15 S&R: 1 
Calum Dunbar, 2 Jack 
Nelson, 3 Mairi Nonhebel; 
Bagpipes 16-18 M: 1 Alex-
ander Anderson, 2 Corrie 
MacKenzie; Bagpipes 
16-18 S&R: 1 Alexander 
Anderson, 2 Corrie Mac-
Kenzie; SENIOR PRIZES: 
Ladies Own Choice: 1 
Ceitidh Campbell, 2 F 
Ann MacLean; Men Own 

Choice: 1 John Boa, 2 Iain 
Gordon; Ladies Oran Mòr: 
1 Ceitidh Campbell, 2 F 
Ann Maclean;  Men Oran 
Mòr: John Boa, 2 Iain 
Gordon; Ladies Learners: 
1 Rena Gertz, 2 Eileen 
Duncan, 3 Julie Ann 
MacFadyen; Traditional: 
1 Fiona MacNab, 2 Linn 
Phipps, 3 Catherine 
MacKinnon; Local Song: 
1 Janet Campbell, 2 Linn 
Phipps, 3 Shona Keith; 
Puirt A Beul: 1 Kirsty 
Blackhall, 2 Shona Keith, 
3 Donna Dugdale; Own 
Choice: 1 Eileen Duncan, 
2 Ceitidh Campbell, 3 Linn 
Phillips;  Duet: 1 Hector 
MacKechnie and Heather 
Brown, 2  Donna Dugdale 
and Natalie Livingstone, 
3 Elizabeth Campbell and 
Alison O’Neill; Quartet: 
Ceòl na Dreòlluinn; 
Ladies Choir: 1 Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir 2 
Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilein 
Mhuilich, 3 = Oban Gaelic 
Choir, Atomaig Piseag; 
Male Voice: 1 Còisir 
Ceann An Tuirc, 2 Lothian 
Gaelic Choir; Mixed Voice: 
1 Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir, 2 Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association, 3 
Oban Gaelic Choir;  Puirt 
A Beul: 1 Glasgow Gaelic 
Musical Association, 
2  Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir, 3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
an Eilein Mhuilich; Self 

Accompaniment: 1 F Ann 
MacLean, 2 Iain Gordon; 
Story: F Ann MacLean; 
Reading Prose: F Ann 
MacLean: Recitation: F 
Ann MacLean.SENIOR 
TROPHY LIST: Glen 
Aros Rosebowl: Ceitidh 
Campbell; Williamson 
Cup: John Boa; Calum 
MacDougall Trophy: John 
Boa: Archibald MacDon-
ald Memorial Cup: Fiona 
McNab; Neil MacDonald 
Memorial Shield: Janet 
Campbell; Calgary Cup: 
Kirsty Blackhall; Anabel 
Carothers Cup: Solo Own 
Choice: Eileen Duncan; 
Mull Silver Salver: Rena 
Gertz + Seumas Gallagh-
er Prize; Margaret MacKay 
Memorial Trophy: Hector 
MacKechnie and Heather 
Brown; Mrs Elizabeth 
Cattanach Salver: Ceòl 
na Dreòlluinn; Detta Ma-
cLean Memorial Trophy: 
Ladies Choir: Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir; Ben-
talla Trophy: Còisir Ceann 
an Tuirc; Killiechronan 
Shield: Mixed Choir: 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir; Hilda Leslie Trophy: 
Mixed Choir: Glasgow 
Gaelic Musical Associa-
tion; Isle of Mull Gaelic 
Choir Baton: Puirt a Beul: 
Glasgow Gaelic Musical 
Association; Catherine 
Fletcher Memorial Tro-
phy: Eileen Duncan.

Wyvex Media’s Pet Idol competition is open to all pets of owners living in the circulation area of the Oban Times, Lochaber Times, Campbeltown Courier and Argyllshire Advertiser. Closing date for entries is midnight Sunday, October 22 2017. Photographs must have been taken on or after 
September 1, 2017. Pictures of deceased pets are ineligible. Only one entry per pet. By entering the competition you - the owner - agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of your pet without payment for the purposes of promoting the Pet Idol campaign(s). 
The winning pet and owner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate families are not eligible to enter.

Enter today 
for your 
chance to win

of vouchers to 
spend on your 
pampered pet

ENTER ONLINE 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of voting for their fa-
vourite pets in the supplement. We will then break it down 
to further rounds of top 50, 30, 20 and finally top 10. From 
the top 10, the pet with the most votes will be crowned our 
Pet Idol Champion early in 2018. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Pet Idol Supplement
After you enter your pet, look out for our fantastic 
Pet Idol supplement on 2 and 3 November. This 
will give you the chance to boast to your friends 
that your little fur-ball really is the cutest thing in 
Argyll and the West Highlands!

How to enter
Pet Idol is open to all pets belonging to households across Argyll 
and Lochaber. Just take a snap of your pet and enter online at 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/petidol. Photographs must have been 
taken on or after September 1, 2017 (we don’t want pictures of 
cute kittens that are now the size of Mufasa!)

£500
The closing date for entries is 
midnight, Sunday, October 22 2017.
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they buy. 

Participants can walk three times 
with the club before joining. Further 
information at www.lochaberand-
lorn-ramblers.org.uk. Lochaber and 
Lorn Ramblers Group can be contact-
ed by email on    info@lochaberand-
lorn-ramblers.org.uk.
Sunday September 24
Creise and Clach Leathad, Glencoe 
Ski Centre
The route includes a grade 1 scramble.
Start from the Ski Centre, NN266525, 
where ample parking is available. 

Head WNW across the moor below 
Creag Dhubh for 2Km and contour 
around its foot to reach the Allt Cam 
Ghlinne.

Cross the burn at NN2475552762 and 
head S up the slopes of the NE ridge 
of Stob a’Ghlais Choire.

Scramble up the ridge and continue 
over scree to its summit at 996m. Con-
tinue S over Creise, 1100m and Clach 
Leathad, 1099m. Descend E down 
Sròn nam Forsair to the 900m contour 
at NN249490, and head N down steep 
slopes, avoiding crags, to reach Loch 
an Easain. 

Traverse the slope E to reach the 
wide col NW of Creag an Fhirich, then 
head NE across the moor to join the 
WHW where it crests a rise at about 

NN281511. Follow the track NW back 
to the Ski Centre car park. Grade: 
S; Distance: 16Km; Height to climb: 
900m; Map(s): LR41/50, EX384.

Meet at Glencoe Village CP 
NN098587 at 0905. Start of walk at 
0930. 

Leader: Sally Cameron: 07810 
464994.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at www.
nevishillwalking.club.

If anyone would like to go out on the 
walk please contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 
or email enquiries@nevishillwalking.
club.
Saturday September 23

Glen Lyon, Stuchd an Lochain, 
Meall Buidhe, Sron a’Choire Chna-
panich, Map 51, NN510464
Start from the dam at the eastern end 
of Loch an Daimh. 

Head south below the dam to climb 
the grassy slopes and then the ridge 
to Creag an Fheadain. 

From here follow the broad ridge 
to Stron Chona Choirein and then 
west above its attractive northern 
corrie holding Lochan nan Cat to the 
summit of Stuchd an Lochain. 

Return by the same route or if time 
and � tness allow extensions are possi-
ble over Meall Buidhe or Sron a’Choire 
Chnapanich. (9km; 650m ascent) 

Suggested and coordinated by Chris 
Tracey.
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Forestry debate: Gazelle alternatives
THIS week we look at the other 
side of a debate gripping forest-
ry on Mull: the use of a pesticide 
called Gazelle to kill the most 
harmful pest to Britain’s young 
re-planted forests – the pine 
weevil.

Gazelle, or acetamiprid, 
belongs to a group of five con-
troversial insecticides called 
neonicotinoids, and three are 
banned by the EU after the 
European Food Safety Author-
ity linked them to bee decline. 
Gazelle is still approved across 
the bloc and in the UK, but 
many are calling for it to be 
banned too.

Two community-owned for-
ests on Mull – the North West 
Mull Community Woodland 
and South West Mull and Iona 

Development – have agreed not 
to use Gazelle without consul-
tation, the ‘No Neonicotinoids 
on Mull Group’ told The Oban 
Times. However, they said, Ga-
zelle has already been used in 
two private forests on the island.

Forestry contractor Rachel 
Watt from Mull said: ‘Given that 
forestry operations are carried 
out in remote and as yet largely 
unpolluted areas, I believe it im-
perative to pause and take stock. 
Many of the decision-makers 
of today will be long dead by 
the time the present rotation is 
felled. We need to think clearly 
and carefully about whether the 
next generation will thank us for 
an ecologically poorer country.’

Alternatives to Gazelle should 
be explored and better funded, 
she argued, such as a wax barrier 
method under development in 
Sweden. Currently, she says, 75 

per cent of all trees needing 
weevil protection in Sweden 
are treated with non-chemical 
solutions, which will rise to 100 
per cent within a year or two.

Fellow Scandinavian and Bal-
tic countries are now following 
Sweden’s lead, she adds, saying: 
‘Their view is that these chem-
icals damage the environment, 
they are not safe to work with 
by workers or forest owners, 
and they do not want to be left 
behind by Sweden, who domi-
nate the market.’

The German chemical giant 
Bayer has also launched a 
non-chemical alternative, a 
poly mer barrier, she adds, but 
this investment is not happening 
in the UK, despite a greater 
need here with more weevils 
and larger clear fells.

These alternatives are badly 
needing funding, she said, since 

the UK’s tree nurseries are 
mostly ‘standalone businesses 
who receive no support from 
industry and government’.

She continued: ‘Until re-
cently, we had two available 
alternative weevil protections 
produced in Scotland. With very 
little exception, the nurseries 
funded these themselves with 
little or no help and little or no 
uptake. They have lost money. 
They cannot quickly develop a 
product without funding.

‘If all chemical treatments 
were banned today, you can be 
sure alternatives would swiftly 
be developed and widely used. 
In the meantime, however, far 
from being a last resort, chem-
icals are the default position 
causing unspecified damage to 
ecosystems, contractor health 
and public health via water 
supplies.’

Another concerned Mull 
resident, Jean Laura, agreed, 
arguing: ‘The evidence against 
acetamiprid and similar neo-
nicotinoids is substantial and 
highly concerning.’

So much so, he added, that last 
year the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) had ‘raised 
its concerns for human and en-
vironmental safety with regards 
to acetamiprid in surface run-
off water being used in private 
supplies. It also listed a whole 
page of data gaps with regards 
to bees, mammals, aquatic life, 
birds. We know it is highly toxic 
to worms and birds. We already 
know it affects human fertility, 
brain development in babies and 
the immune system.’

Mr Laura cited a study by the 
University of Iowa identifying 
neonicotinoids in treated water 
supplies and a consultation by 

the European Chemicals Agency 
on substituting acetamiprid.

‘The European Commission 
may ban all neonicotinoids later 
this year,’ he said, while ‘France 
is looking to ban all of them in 
2018.

‘Demonising the pine weevil is 
not a justification to unleashing 
“highly hazardous and toxic” 
biocides into the environment. 
Forestry practices such as clear 
felling, planting mono crops and 
leaving cut stumps all add to 
helping weevil breeding.

‘Chemical use is not a 100 
per cent guarantee of success. 
Treated trees still die when 
eaten by weevil, voles, deer. But 
not all replanting requires 
chemicals, not all countries use 
chemicals.

‘Scandinavians use wax bar-
riers, and here in Scotland a 
company has been developing 

protective nets to protect young 
trees from weevil. However, 
these strategies, like chemicals, 
are often very effective but not 
100 per cent, due to differences 
in climate and weevil densities, 
but would benefit greatly from 
government funding.

‘Keeping Scotland free of 
chemicals in forestry is essential. 
Islands such as Mull depend on 
wildlife ecotourism and not on 
pesticide treated plantations. 
Knowing that my water is safe 
to drink and that my fruit is safe 
to eat is very important to me.

‘Anyone interested in joining 
the debate may wish to register 
on the Forestry Stewardship 
Council website who are cur-
rently undertaking a pesticide 
consultation.’

For more on the pesticide 
consultation, visit www.fsc-uk.
org/en-uk/newsroom/id/464

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

WORK has been completed on 
the second phase of a major pro-
ject to tackle climate change by 
restoring vital peat bogs on Luss 
Estates in Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park, 
writes David McPhee.

The joint project between the 
park authority and the estates, 
saw six weeks of work carried 
out over an area of 80 hectares 
on Beinn Dubh and Mid Hill, 
above Glen Luss.

The £65,800 project, funded 
by Scottish Natural Heritage’s 
Peatland Action Fund, involved 
re-profiling peat hags, and also 
blocking gullies, building peat 
dams and establishing vege-
tation over areas of bare peat 
in order to prevent peat from 
drying out and releasing carbon 
into the atmosphere.

Scotland’s peat bogs store 10 

times the carbon of all Britain’s 
forests combined – the equiva-
lent of 1,620 million tonnes.

In addition, bogs in good 
condition are great regulators of 
water as they can store and re-
lease water slowly and steadily, 
lowering flood risk.

Simon Jones, director of 
conservation and visitor oper-
ations for Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park, 
said: ‘Peatlands take thousands 
of years to form, but with the 
rapidly changing climate it’s ab-
solutely vital that we take action 
now to protect and restore them.

‘Working in partnership with 
landowners in order to tackle 
the effects of climate change is 
one of our key aims so we are de-
lighted to be working with Luss 
Estates on the second phase of 
this project.’

VISITORS to the RZSS High-
land Wildlife Park on Sunday 
were treated to a red panda 
‘extravaganza’.

The park was celebrating 
International Red Panda Day 
and organised a range of fun red 
panda activities.

The day of recognition is used 
to highlight the plight of these 
endangered animals and help 
raise awareness of the threats 
they face in wild.

Daska Mackintosh, head of 
operations and visitor services at 
RZSS Highland Wildlife Park, 
said: ‘We are really pleased to be 
celebrating International Red 
Panda Day here at park. Kitty 
and Kevyn, our resident pair of 
red pandas, are firm favourites 
with our visitors and it’s great to 
be able to tell people all about 
this fascinating species.

‘Red pandas are listed as en-
dangered on the International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature’s Red List, so it is impor-
tant we do what we can to raise 
awareness of the threats these 
animals face in the wild.’

Red pandas are native to the 

Himalayas in Nepal, Bhutan, 
India and southern China. The 
species has a long, bushy, striped 
tail, pointy ears and distinctive 
white face markings.

The red panda was once 
thought to be a direct relative of 
the giant panda as they also have 
a modified wrist bone that acts 
like a thumb, which is very handy 
for holding bamboo stems.

They were also thought to be 
related to raccoons but more 
recent research places them in 

a family of their own. Although 
much smaller than giant pandas, 
red pandas enjoy eating bamboo 
too. However, their diet is more 
varied and includes fruit, roots, 
acorns, lichens, birds’ eggs, 
insects and grubs.

Red pandas are ideally adapt-
ed for life in a cold climate, with 
thick fuzzy fur and bear-like feet 
that help keep them insulated on 
snowy or icy ground, as well as 
a long bushy tail that acts like a 
blanket.

A COMMUNITY forest on 
Mull is to be used as an example 
of best practice in place-based 
community development at 
the upcoming Strengthening 
Communities conference in 
Aviemore.

Mull is successfully imple-
menting a place-based approach 
to develop the island with the 
aims of growing the island’s 
population, creating a stronger 
infrastructure and improving 
community resilience.

As part of this, South West 
Mull and Iona Development 
Ltd (SWMID) was set up in 
2014. Among its work has been 
the buyout, management and 
development of Tiroran Forest, 
which it owns on behalf of the 
community of South West Mull 
and Iona, to create a space for 
conservation, education and 
recreational projects alongside 
commercial developments.

Commenting on the confer-
ence, Morven Gibson, general 
manager of South West Mull 
and Iona Development Ltd, 

said: ‘SWMID has benefited 
greatly over the past few years 
from events, such as this, which 
enable community organisations 
to learn from each other. There 
will be an immense amount of 
valuable knowledge and expe-
rience exchanged here over the 
next few days and I’m looking 
forward to being part of it.’

The event coincides with the 
20th anniversary of the Com-
munity Land Unit being estab-
lished by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE). The unit 
– now called the Community 
Assets Team – helps communi-

ties across the region to buy land 
and buildings that are important 
to them. Asset ownership allows 
communities to shape their own 
future and become stronger and 
more resilient.

Speakers include Fergus Ew-
ing MSP, Cabinet Secretary for 
Rural Economy and Connectiv-
ity; Frank Rennie, professor of 
Sustainable Rural Development 
at the University of the High-
lands and Islands; and Cormac 
Russell, managing director of 
Nurture Development.

The conference will be chaired 
by Alex Thomson, chief corre-
spondent at Channel 4 News, 
and also providing insight will 
be Josh Littlejohn, founder of 
Social Bite, who will explain 
how his work with homeless 
people through social enter-
prises is transforming lives and 
communities.

Ailsa Raeburn, head of 
community assets at HIE, said: 
‘South West Mull and Iona 
Development Ltd and Tiroran 
Forest are great examples of 

how communities can come to-
gether to buy and develop really 
significant high value assets and 
deliver long-term benefits for 
their local area. SWMID is a 
great organisation with lots of 
ideas and ambition and we look 
forward to continuing to work 
with them in the future to help 
them realise some of these.

‘We’re looking forward to 
showcasing it and other exciting 
projects at the upcoming nation-
al Strengthening Communities 
conference and exploring how 
we can replicate its success 
in other communities across 
Scotland. The past 20 years has 
seen HIE work with commu-
nities across the whole of our 
region to help and encourage 
them in their asset ownership 
aspirations. Local knowledge 
and support is essential to the 
success of these relationships. 
We see there is so much more 
potential for other communities 
in Scotland to shape their own 
future through community 
ownership.’

AN EVENING of talks reveal-
ing what has been discovered 
from tagging fish in Argyll will 
take place this month.

On Thursday September 28, 
Scottish Natural Heritage and 
Marine Scotland will be hosting 
the event at the Corran Halls 
starting at 7pm.

The talks will describe what 
has been discovered about the 
movements of skate and spurdog 
by tagging fish with acoustic 
pingers and installing acoustic 
receivers in the Firth of Lorn, 
the Sound of Mull and Loch 
Etive.

James Thorburn, of Marine 
Scotland Science, said: ‘The 
initial results are exciting, they 
show an extraordinary level of 
residency in some skate and 
spurdog. Several animals inhab-
it the same, small area, for many 

months, others move away but 
return to the same area regularly 
throughout the year.

‘This information is incredibly 
useful to ensure the Marine 
Protected Area is managed 
appropriately.’

Jane Dodd, operations officer, 
marine, for Scottish Natural 
Heritage, said: ‘We are pri-
marily holding this evening to 
thank the anglers and creel men 
who have given us an enormous 
amount of help with this project, 
but everyone is welcome to learn 
more about the movements of 
these amazing fish right on our 
doorstep.

‘At the end of the evening 
we will describe the new skate 
photo identification project lead 
by the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science and how anglers 
can continue to help.’

National park climate 
change project completed

Highland Wildlife Park celebrates 
International Red Panda Day

Mull in spotlight at Strengthening 
Community conference

Fish-tagging talk planned 
for Oban’s Corran Halls

Red pandas are included on the endangered species list.
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Science and technology are 
key to getting people talking
WHAT do you get when you cross 
a scientist with an Argyll telecoms 
business?

The solution to build a far reach-
ing, reliable internet network in 
the most hard-to-reach areas in 
the region, and provide super-fast 
broadband access to a rural pop-
ulation not yet able to receive the 
service.

Thanks to Interface, which con-
nects organisations from a wide vari-
ety of national and international in-
dustries to Scotland’s 23 universities 
and research institutes, family-run 
business Craine Communications 
Ltd was able to find an engineering 
solution to a widespread problem of 
internet connectivity in the High-
lands and Islands.

Craine Communications pro-
vides internet access to homes 
and businesses in remote rural 
areas where there is no reliable 
service via mainstream means. To 
do this, it installs a mast to relay 
the broadband signal wirelessly 
via radio links. Placing the mast 
on higher ground enables better 
transmission quality and reach, 
thus allowing the firm to service 
more clients.

These masts require relatively 
little power and to supply this the 
company will commonly run a 
cable from the nearest building to 
a mast but this can be a challenge 
in very remote areas.

As a small company, Craine 
Communications didn’t have the 
capacity to come up with an inno-
vative solution and needed help in 
researching the local resource to 

understand  enough detailed infor-
mation to ensure the continuous 
power requirement; the modelling 
skills to evaluate an off-grid hybrid 
renewable energy system under 
known and typical weather and op-
erating conditions; and an ability 
to evaluate the performance of a 
system to the required level. This 
is where Interface stepped in.

Interface matched Craine 

Communications Ltd with Dr 
Wolf-Gerrit Früh from Heriot-
Watt University, who had the 
necessary expertise in this field to 
come up with a self-sufficient mast 
using renewable energy.

Thanks to this project, funded by 
a Scottish Funding Council Innova-
tion Voucher, a solution was found 
and Craine Communications Ltd is 
able to use the product to help build 
a reliable internet connection that 
can provide superfast broadband 
access to the last five to 10 per cent 
of the rural population who don’t 
currently have it.

It is hoped the equipment can also 
be used at outdoor events, disaster 
recovery networks, mountain res-
cue  operations, seasonal usage for 
holiday homes and road routes not 
covered by mobile phone networks 
(SOS stations) in remote locations.

Beyond the current local market, 
the project had multiple benefits, as 
a new product that has the potential 
to reach a much wider market, with 
increased sales beyond Scotland, 
has been created, and a digitally 
connected Scotland underpins the 
Scottish Government’s core com-
mitment to creating opportunities 

for all to flourish through increasing 
sustainable economic growth, op-
portunity and equality. 

Stuart Craine said: ‘This project 
was extremely helpful with project-
ing the potential site costs to build 
the combined power source need-
ed to power a remote hilltop site. 
The solution would see a perfect 
powering of the radio devices and 
associated equipment thanks to 
the work from Wolf-Gerrit Früh.

‘Overall, it was a successful 
partnership and Craine Commu-
nications hopes to put the solution 
into full use as soon as possible. 
I look forward to working with 
Heriot-Watt and Wolf-Gerrit Früh 
in the near future and would highly 
recommend this Interface expe-
rience to any company looking to 
progress with an idea or a project.’

Contact Interface to see how it 
can help your business: visit www.
interface-online.org.uk or contact 
the local team: Lorraine.thomson@
interface-online.org.uk Tel: 01463 
245263 (for businesses in Argyll and 
the Isles) or Carol-Ann.Adams@
interface-online.org.uk Tel: 01463 
245 262 (for businesses in Lochaber, 
Skye and Wester Ross). 

Interface was instrumental in helping Craine Communications � nd a 
solution to its mast power problems.

Oban electricians nominated for awards
AN OBAN electrician is ‘abso-
lutely delighted’ after his firm 
was shortlisted for two national 
awards.

Kenneth Ferguson Electrical 
and his team of 10 will get suited 
and booted on October 13 as 
they head for the Radisson in 
Glasgow.

The Oban electricians have 
been shortlisted for Best Small 
Contractor and Best Delivery 
of Customer Service in the 
SELECT Awards.

Mr Ferguson and his team 
will be up against three other 
companies in each category from 

across Scotland. Speaking about 
the nomination, he said: ‘It feels 
great. I am absolutely delighted.

‘It’s a statement to the boys who 
work for me. I find the work and 
I price it, but it’s all my guys that 
do it – I have a good squad.

‘It’s nice to get recognised. We 
are not a massive outfit, but we 
serve a 50-mile radius.’

Mr Ferguson, who started his 
company in 2006, has recently 
taken on two new apprentices.

The awards are organised by 
SELECT – the trade association 
for the electrical contracting 
industry in Scotland.

Newell McGuiness, SELECT 
managing director, said: 
‘SELECT aims for the highest 
standards of professionalism and 
workmanship.

‘It believes that the industry 
should ensure professional stand-
ards of safety and competence so 
that customers can rely on any 
electrician he or she may employ.

‘Electricians are dedicated, 
hard-working people and it is 
our honour to turn the spotlight 
on them and remind the rest of 
the world of how important they 
are to our continued economic 
success.’

SCOTCH Beef PGI is now 
available via Brakes Scotland as 
part of its continued commitment 
to the Scottish food and drink 
industry.

The 28-day aged beef, supplied 
by Scottish Gourmet, has been 
sourced from selected farms 
throughout Scotland that adopt 
best practice, including animal 
welfare and natural production 
methods, and is being sold under 
Brakes Scotland’s new fresh 
brand, which will initially include 
11 Scotch beef products.

Based in Biggar, Scottish 
Gourmet and the wider company, 
Browns Food Group, have been 
working with Brakes since 2004, 
supplying cooked meats and fresh 
turkey products, as well as their 
specialist seafood and poultry 
range since 2010.

Wayne Godfrey, managing 
director, said: ‘We have been in 
partnership with Brakes for more 
than a decade and our relation-
ship has gone from strength to 
strength, from being a peripheral 
to a preferred supplier. We are 
delighted to be supplying them 
with the best Scotch Beef PGI in 
the country.’

The range will initially consist 
of the following Scotch Beef PGI 
approved products: whole Scotch 
fillet ex chain (1 x 2-2.5kg); whole 
Scotch striploin (1 x 5-7kg); whole 
Scotch ribeye (1 x 2-3kg); and cuts 
of fillet, sirloin and ribeye steak 
in 6oz, 8oz and 10oz. 

Ciara Etherson, marketing 
executive at Quality Meat Scot-
land, said: ‘Brakes Scotland’s 
launch of Scotch Beef PGI is very 
welcome and a great indication 
of its appreciation of the top 
quality natural product which 

Scottish farmers are committed 
to producing. Scotch beef is a 
fantastically versatile product 
and we hope these new lines from 
Brakes will encourage more chefs 
to put Scotch on their menus.’

John McLintock, operations di-
rector for Brakes Scotland, said: 
‘Scotch beef has been requested 
by our customers for some time 
now and understandably so. With 
its great reputation, coupled 
with Scotland Food and Drink’s 
research suggesting two thirds of 
visitors want to try Scottish food 
and drink, we knew it was a key 
focus for 2017. 

‘Therefore to be able to finally 
launch 11 quality products with 
Gary Maclean and support 
Scottish suppliers and farms in 
the process is a major benefit to 
us as a business and the Scottish 
economy as a whole.’ 

Fergus Ewing MSP, Cabinet 
Secretary for the Rural Economy 

and Connectivity added: ‘Scotch 
Beef PGI is guaranteed to be 
among the best quality meat that 
can be found anywhere in the 
world. It is a favourite with chefs 
and consumers alike and this 
partnership between Brakes and 
Scottish Gourmet will allow for 
even more restaurants the length 
and breadth of Scotland to offer it 
on their menus.

‘This is good news for the sec-
tor, potentially having a positive 
impact on Scottish livestock 
producers and processors, safe-
guarding jobs and businesses. It 
is also a fitting start to Food and 
Drink Fortnight, a celebration of 
Scottish produce.

‘Our food and drink industry 
is something that we should all 
be proud of and it is great to 
see more and more of our food 
service providers actively playing 
a role in extolling the virtues of 
the fine produce we have to offer.’

Brakes Scotland ‘beefs’ 
up range with new brand

TAYNUILT business Inverawe 
Smokehouse has received a top food 
industry award for its classic smoked 
trout.

The Inverawe team was presented 
with Best Scottish Producer by The 
Guild of Fine Foods.

With a bumper year for entries – 
12,366 and after five months of judg-
ing rounds – Inverawe was awarded 
three gold stars for its smoked trout 
and two stars for its smoked salmon.  

In addition, the company was nom-
inated as one of the 50 top producers 
in the UK and finally receiving the 
stand-out Golden Fork award at the 
glitzy event in London’s Park Lane 
Hotel.

Patrick Campbell-Preston, owner 
and managing director, said: ‘Inver-
awe has been creating great tasting 
food for more than 40 years. It’s an 
absolute honour to be selected from 
such a prestigious list of wonderful 
artisan producers. It’s a real recogni-

tion of the passion behind everything 
we do and an acknowledgement of 
the hard work and dedication of the 
team at Inverawe.’

This year has seen Inverawe garner 
a number of accolades, including 
winning Best Seafood Supplier at 
the Food Awards Scotland. Of this 
award, Lucy Burke, marketing direc-
tor, said: ‘It’s especially exciting to 
receive this award as it’s voted for by 
the public.  Our wonderful customers 
have taken the time to nominate 
Inver awe so this is a true reflection, 
of the superb taste, quality and ser-
vice Inverawe offers.’

And it was three in a row for Inver-
awe with a Highly Commended from 
the Great British Food Magazine for 
its much sought-after organic smoked 
salmon.  Judges said of the product: 
‘A slick, sophisticated, “proper” 
smoked salmon, without blemish, 
smooth flavour and a really voluptu-
ous, luxurious texture.’

The team from Inverawe Smokery celebate their awards.

Inverawe smokery scoops top 
food industry awards 

Wayne Godfrey,  Browns Food Group,  John McLintock, Brakes 
Scotland, and Gary Maclean, Masterchef the Professionals 
champion in 2016.
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Galvanised Cattle hurdles
10'x5' with pins

Pack of 6 £500+VAT
pack of 10 £790+VAT

Tel: 07831 115150 / 
07789 446360

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

It might be tough to 
contemplate after 
a summer washout 
– but winter is fast 
approaching.

It is time to think about 
making sure your farm 
business can survive 
the long, damp winter 
months without too 
many disasters and in 
good shape.

Taking action now will 
help make your busi-
ness better prepared. 

High winds, persistent 
rainfall, snow and freez-
ing temperatures are a 
recipe for disaster as far 
as farm sheds and build-
ings are concerned.

It is important to 
identify buildings that 
may be vulnerable to 
snow or storm damage 
and repair or upgrade 
these before winter.  In 
some cases alternative 
storage or housing op-
tions may be needed, 
perhaps in conjunction 
with neighbouring 
farms, for example.

Repairs and renova-
tions can be big jobs, so 
be confi dent you have 
the right company to 
meet your needs. Using 
a tried and trusted 
company can give 
you piece of mind, 
especially if they have 
previously carried out 
good work in the area.

Have you made provi-
sion to have adequate 
stocks of fuel oil and 
heating oil going into 
winter, and how is your 
storage capacity?

Security is critical as 
farm thefts continue 
to hit the headlines, 
so make sure your fuel 

tanks and stores are 
secure. And it is always 
handy to have an 
emergency generator 
in reserve, just in case.

It seems obvious, but 
another consideration 
must be feed supplies 
and bedding to see 
livestock through the 
winter. Have a think as 
well about how you will 
get feed to animals in 
bad weather.

Livestock in remote 
locations can be 
vulnerable in bad 
weather, so it could be 
worth considering safe 
and accessible areas 
to which stock may be 
moved in the event of a 
bad forecast.

Maintenance of me-
chanical equipment is 
essential, so is your ma-
chinery winter-proofed? 
Create inventories for 
all the machinery and 
equipment you own 
and prioritise what 
needs done and when, 
then keep tractors and 

other machinery inside, 
away from frost.

On the subject of 
freezing temperatures, 
a bit of preparation to 
ensure water supplies 
to stock are reliable 
in the event of hard 
frost could prevent big 
problems. Think about 
contingency arrange-
ments that you can 
draw on if necessary, 
such as water bowsers.

In the event of in-
clement weather, 
how are you going to 
ensure access and exit 
points are kept open? 
Establish early on how 
snow can be cleared, 
either with your own 
equipment or nearby 
machinery - and have 
suffi cient stocks of salt/
grit on hand.

These days rain is 
more likely than snow, 
so have you ensured 
no surface water is 
entering slurry stores? It 
is vital to have suffi cient 
storage for the winter 

or to have contingen-
cy solutions in place. 
Where possible, empty 
slurry stores in prepara-
tion for winter in order 
to avoid the need to 
spread during unsuita-
ble conditions.

Another important 
consideration is insur-
ance. Have you re-
viewed your insurance 
cover in light of recent 
severe winters? Make 
sure adequate insur-
ance cover is in place, 
and check to ensure 
the policy includes cov-
er for severe weather or 
storm damage.

On a wider scale, 
joint planning with 
neighbouring farms is 
something to consider, 
to ensure critical busi-
ness activity can be 
sustained.

Bear in mind these ba-
sic checks before winter 
sets in, and hopefully 
you will be able to get 
on with doing what you 
do best – farming.

FARM 
BUILDING
& M ACHINERY

Women in Agriculture – Argyll & the Islands
One-day Conference

Wednesday 4 October 2017, 
starting at 10am to 3.30pm

Lochgilphead Community Education Centre, 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8PW 

Are you a working farmer or crofter?

Are you involved in agriculture?

Would you like to me et others involved 
in the sector?

This one-day free event is aimed at all women involved in 
agriculture, who would like to get together to discuss and 
fi nd out more about a range of issues.

The day will involve a range of guest speakers and 
workshop sessions

Everyone welcome, but booking is essential – to book 
your place or for further information please contact: 

Lucy Sumsion, NFUS Regional Manager

Tel: 01499 600154 or Email: lucy.sumsion@nfus.org.uk
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SELECTED TRACTORS

65 reg Zetor HD 140 front links .......................................................................... £42500
New Zetor Major 80 ................................................................................................£23000
14 reg Zetor Proxima 70, Trima loader ............................................................£25000
10 reg Zetor Proxima 95, Traclift loader ..........................................................£22500
09 reg Zetor Proxima 65, Traclift loader..........................................................£20800
09 reg Zetor Proxima Plus 105, Traclift loader .............................................. £25500
55 reg Zetor Proxima 8441, Traclift loader ..................................................... £16000
11 reg Hurlimann XA 80 ........................................................................................£25000
56 reg Hurlimann XA 86 GS ................................................................................. £19000
54 reg Hurlimann XA 66, 3 cyl 66hp, light weight 4x4 .............................. £14800
11 reg Steyr 4095 .....................................................................................................£28000
04 reg Steyr M 9086 ...............................................................................................£22000
05 reg Landini Vision 105, MX loader .............................................................. £21000
61 reg Claas Axos 340, 800 hrs ...........................................................................£28500
L reg MF 362,  4x4 .....................................................................................................£12500
B reg MF 230 with cab ..............................................................................................£5500

SELECTED MACHINERY

S Hand Marshall MS60 rota spreader, very good condition ..................... £3000
New Metal Fach (Zetor) round baler .................................................................£13500
New Malone H.duty Disc mowers ............................................................from £4800
New Malone post knocker ..................................................................................... £2500
New 3/4 pan mixers ...................................................................................................£1800
Teagle 8100 straw chopper/silage feeder, ......................................as new  £11800
Pottinger disc mower, 7ft cut ............................................................................... £2500
New Eco Green 600kg Fert Spreader .................................................................... £780

View all our stock online at www.tunstalltractors.com, Updated daily.  
Tel David on 07817832978 or Graham on 07747600410

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org
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OUR SPONSORS

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your favourite 
countryside business for a 

Scottish Rural Award
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Around the markets
DALMALLY – On Saturday 
September 16 a catalogued entry 
of 4573 lambs and sheep attracted 
a good following of buyers to 
United
Auction’s recent sale at Dalmally 
Auction Mart. Prices realised 
compared favourably to
levels obtained at the previous 
week’s show and sale. Again well 
bred Blackface Lambs
with potential to go to good 
weights were keenly bid for whilst 
smaller shorter types were
harder to cash.
PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
LAMBS
SUFFx: £50.00 – Blarmafoldach.
BELTx: £70 – Ardachuple.
TEXx: £55.00 – 2 Keil Crofts : 
£55.00 – Tullochcan : £55.00 – 
Innischeroch : £51.50 – Glenshel-
loch : £51.00 – Innishewan Farms : 
£50.50 – Brackley Parks.
CHEV £53.50 – Strathoich : £47.50 
– Lochdochart.
CROSS £49.00 – Tigh Na Mara.
MULE £54.00 – Tullochcan.
BF £50.00 – Littleport : £48.00 
– Raera : £47.00 – Tullochcan : 
£46.00 – Innischeroch : £45.00 –
Auch Estate : £44.00 – Bragleen-
beg : £43.00 – Keilator.
WEDDERS
CHEV £37.00 – Barachander
BF £38.50 – Gallanachmore.
EWES
CHEV £41.50 – 75 Borve.
CROSS £44.00 – Ichrachan.
BF £39.00 – Barachander : £39.00 
– Glenshellach : £35.50 – Galla-
nachmore : £35.00 – 75
Borve.
TEXx: £45.00 – Shieling, Barra.
EWE LAMBS
BF £60.00 – Innischeroch.
TEXx: £50.00 – Brackley Parks.
RAMS
BF £380, £260, £220 & £200(2) – 
Castles Estate.
TOP PRICES PER KILO
LAMBS
SUFFx: 173p – Glenshelloch
BELTx: 167p – Ardachuple
TEXx: 191p & 171p – Leachive 
: 166p – 2 Keil Crofts : 166p – 
Glenshellach : 162p – Innischeroch 
: 162p – Innishewan.
CHEVx: 175p – Rhynachulaig : 
174p & 167p – Strathoich : 163p 
– Ardsheal Farm : 163p –
Blackmount : 161p – 15 Ardmhor, 
Barra.
CROSS 163p – Blackmount.
BF 155p – Littleport : 149p – 
Raera : 148p – Bragleenbeg : 146p 
– Ederline Estate : 144p – Auch 
Estate : 142p – Tullochcan.

STIRLING – Caledonian Marts 
Ltd on Tuesday September 19 sold 
2032 Prime Lambs,
Ewes and Tups. 
Again well fleshed Lambs 42 kilos 
plus were keenly bid for selling 
between 163-170ppkg, leaner 
lighter lambs harder to cash.
Top price of the day went to 
Doune Farms for a 52 kilo Beltex 
at £100.
Top price per kilo went to P 
Whyte, Wester Ochtermuthill for a 
pen of 41.5 kilos
Texels at 205ppkg.
Leading Prices

Lambs pounds per head:-
Beltex £97 & £96 Doune Farms
Tex £93 Strageath
Tex X £90 Dechmont
Cont £90 Meikle Seggie
Cont X £89 Bankhead
Tex X £89 Pett
Suff X £85 Wr Ochtermuthill
Lambs per kilo:-
Tex X 2045p Craighead
Tex 204.5p Dechmont
Beltex 204p West Lundie
Beltex X 202p Meikle Seggie
Cont 202p Bankhead
Suff X 189p Wr Ochtermuthill
Also forward were 653 Cast Ewes 
and Tups.
246 heavy ewes averaged £72.60 
sellig to £113 for a pair of Texels 
from A MacGregor Ltd, Allan-
fauld, Kilsyth.
207 Export Ewes averaged £38.00
Other leading prices
Texel
£104 Faulds & Balaclava (Islay)
£100 Faulds £95.50 Easter 
Coilechat £91 Ayton
Blackface £56 Wester Bowhouse 
£47 Balaclava (Islay) £44 Wester 
Pirleyhill £43 Allanfauld
Suffolk
£83 Beannie £74 Allanfauld
Cheviot
£93.50 RSPB Lochgruinart (Islay) 
£89 Ayton
Beltex
£110 Ayton £91 Cuiltburn
Mule
£78 Summerhouse £77 Preston 
Farms £67 Summerhouse
Cross
£71 & £66 Balaclava (Islay) £55 
Roscobie £46 Craigbarnet
Tups sold to £136 for a Blue Faced 
Leicester From Beannie Farm, 
Braco.
Other leading prices:-
Texel
£87 Gartfinnan
Suffolk
£107 Dean
BFL
£86 Allanfauld
Blackface
£42 Borland

STIRLING – United Auctions 
on Monday September 18  had 
a catalogue entry of 7332 Store 
Lambs and Feeding Sheep.
Averages
BTexX - £56.32 (-5.83p) on the 
week
TexX - £54.59 (-2.61p) on the week
Mule - £52.27 (-0.11p) on the week
SuffX - £58.54 (-1.43p) on the week
Chev - £48.07 (-5.01) on the week
BF – £40.65 (-1.15) on the week
Leading prices
Store Lambs –  Yarlside (SuffX) 
£74.00; Wr Greenside (SuffX) 
£61.50; Drumnaghiner & Over 
Newton (SuffX) £59.00; Dell 
(BTexX)  £64.00; Newbigging 
(BTexX) £58.00; Yarlside (TexX) 
£78.00; Thomanean (TexX) £70.00; 
Campbeltown (TexX) £60.50; South 
Park (Mule) £61.00; Outerston 
(Mule) £60.00; Knowhead (Mule) 
£57.00; Cosyden (Chev) £56.00; 
Waterloo (Chev) £53.00; Hazelwood 
(Chev) £46.00; The Smiddy (BF) 
£55.50; South Park (BF) £50.50; 
Merkins (BF) £50.00.
Ewes – Hazelwood (TexX) £71.00; 
Glenkiln (BF) £37.00.

A group of 60 Dutch farmers visited Caledonian Marts Ltd in Stirling on Thursday of last week to see Scotland’s largest prime cattle centre. Pictured with them is John 
Kyle, Caledonian’s managing director.

NFUS call to reduce 
the regulatory burden
NFU SCOTLAND has mapped 
out the priorities for legislative 
change that would significantly 
ease the regulatory burden on 
Scotland’s farmers and crofters.

Launching its document 
Post-Brexit Priorities for Legis-
lative Change at Tillyrie Farm, 
near Milnathort, Kinross, the 
union identified elements of 
legis lation that could be re-
moved or improved during the 
period between the UK exiting 
the EU and before the imple-
mentation of any new UK and 
Scottish agricultural policies.

The union is calling for chang-
es that would:

� Protect supply chain integri-
ty and agriculture’s profitability.

� Introduce proportionality 
in penalties, mapping and re-
cord-keeping requirements.

� See decisions on legislation 

based on risk rather than per-
ceived ‘hazard’.

On profitability, one example 
includes tackling ‘greening’ and 
removing Europe’s ‘three-crop 
rule’ which requires Scottish 
farmers to grow three different 
crops if they want to secure the 
greening element of support.  
That would end a blunt EU 
requirement that does little for 
the environment, impacts on 
farm businesses, restricts the 
ability to grow for real markets 
and can be replaced with smart-
er environmental alternatives.

The union would also wish to 
see what it called ‘the draconian 
and disproportionate penalty 
system for those accidentally 
breaching rules’ replaced with a 
‘yellow card’ warning system for 
minor breaches, thus allowing 
time for unintentional errors 

to be rectified. And on risk-
based legislation, the NFUS 
said: ‘One clear example of 
proportionate reform would see 
sheep producers only required 
to individually tag animals with 
electronic identification when 
they leave the holding of birth.’

The union said it was clear 
that re-writing the rulebook to 
introduce more common sense 
in how we secure environmental 
and animal welfare standards, 
traceability and accountability 
would not only benefit farmers 
and crofters but be of value 
to those officials currently 
charged with enforcing complex 
and confusing regulations.

NFU Scotland president 
Andrew McCornick said: 
‘A longstanding objective of 
NFU Scotland is to reduce the 
regulatory burden under which 

Scottish farmers and crofters 
currently operate.

‘That is a process which has 
seen several attempts – not least 
the Brian Pack-led “Doing Bet-
ter” regulatory review of 2015 
– but delivering changes that 
make a meaningful difference 
to bureaucracy or the fear of 
inspection and penalties at farm 
level has been frustratingly dif-
ficult to achieve.

‘With the EU Withdrawal Bill 
expected to be in place by 2019, 
the opportunity exists to identify 
priorities for legislative change 
now and deliver on these during 
the period between the UK 
exiting the EU, and before the 
implementation of any new UK 
and Scottish agricultural policies.

‘Brexit must allow us to replace 
elements of EU agricultural 
regulation that are bureaucratic, 

ineffective or ill-tailored to 
farming conditions in the UK 
and Scotland. I firmly believe 
that elements can be redesigned 
or implemented in a better way.

‘Regulation should always be 
appropriate, proportionate, evi-
dence-based and as light-touch as 
possible. A successful approach 
to delivering regulation would 
involve more carrot and less stick, 
a yellow card warning system for 
unintentional breaches and en-
couragement farmers to do what 
they do best – provide a safe and 
affordable supply of food.

‘Working with the industry, 
sound regulation and justifiable 
legislation around the environ-
ment, animal health and food 
safety would underpin the cru-
cial role that Scotland’s farmers 
and crofters in delivering the 
nation’s food and drink.’

Ewing: future planning for rural economy is virtually impossible
SCOTLAND’S Rural Econo-
my Secretary Fergus Ewing has 
written to the UK government 
to seek more detail on future 
funding arrangements for the 
agricultural sector post-Brexit.

In his letter to the Secretary 
of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, Michael 
Gove, Mr Ewing seeks a clear 
statement on precisely what is 
guaranteed post-Brexit to sup-

port Scotland’s rural economy 
as without certainty of funding 
and the support schemes, plan-
ning is virtually impossible.

Mr Ewing’s letter said: ‘While 
I welcome the guarantee for 

LFASS 2019, I am disappointed 
that it took nine months for this 
to be confirmed and I hope this 
will not be the case for further 
guarantees, as there are still a 
number of unanswered questions 

about CAP. It is vital we get a 
clear statement about what is 
guaranteed post-Brexit to sup-
port our rural economy.  I wish 
to re-iterate the importance of 
Scotland’s agriculture sector.’
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EAGLESHAM

2009/59 LANDROVER DEFENDER 110 
BLUE, 49522 MILES .................................................... £11,995 + VAT
2012/62 Isuzu D-Max EIGER D/C INTERCOOLER TD 
Manual, Diesel, 2013, green, 18,102 miles ......................£12,995 NO VAT
2014/64 Isuzu D-Max TD YUKON VISION DCB 
Automatic, Diesel, 2014, blue, 17,851 miles ...........................£16,495 +VAT
2016/16 Ford Focus RS 
Manual, Petrol, 5 doors 2016, blue, 5,998 miles ..............................£28,995 
2012/12 BMW 1 Series 116I URBAN 
Manual, Petrol, 5 doors 2012, orange, 79,552 miles ..........................£7,995 
2016/16 Subaru Brz SE Lux 
Silver Manual Leather/Alcantara seats only 5156 miles.................. £18,995
2014/14 BMW 1 Series 116I M SPORT 
Manual, Petrol, 5 doors 2014, white, 25,289 miles ...........................£13,395
2012/12 BMW X5 XDrive 30D SE
Automatic, Diesel, Leather Metallic Blue, 45069 miles ....................£19,695
2015/15 BMW 4 Series 435D XDRIVE M SPORT 
Automatic, Diesel, 2 doors 2015, blue, 15,236 miles .......................£25,495 
2012/62 BMW 6 Series 640D M SPORT 
Automatic, Diesel, 2 doors 2012, blue, 39,995 miles.......................£23,995 
2013/13 Audi A1 TDI S LINE BLACK EDITION 
Manual, Diesel, 3 doors 2013, silver, 59,284 miles .......................... £10,295
2011/61 MINI Clubman COOPER HAMPTON 
Manual, Petrol, 5 doors 2011, blue, 42,996 miles ...............................£9,495
2013/63 Audi A5 TDI S LINE SPECIAL EDITION 
Manual, Diesel, 2 doors 2013, black, 47,417 miles........................... £16,995
2011/61Ford Kuga TITANIUM TDCI AWD 
Manual, Diesel, 5 doors 2011, black, 64,158 miles .............................£8,895
2017/17 Subaru Forester I XT CVT
Petrol, 5 doors 2017, black, 5,241 miles .............................................£27,995 
2015/65 Subaru Forester D XC 
Manual, Diesel, 5 doors 2015, silver, 17,201 miles........................... £18,995

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

65 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Silver, 5,500 Miles ....................... £11,995
16 Dacia Duster, 4x4, Lev, Black,extras, 136 Miles .............................. £13,950
16 Renault Captur, Petrol, Silver/black, 9,800 Miles ........................... £12,950
15 Dacia Duster Stepway, Leu,TCE, Red, 2,500 Miles............................. £7,895
15 Renault Scenic XMod DCi, White, 20,000 Miles .............................. £12,450
15 Renault Clio Dyn 1.2 Nav. Grey, 22,000 Miles ................................... £8,200
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles ...................... 11,650
14 Dacia Duster Laureate 4x4, Blue, 68,000 Miles ................................ £7,250
14 Nissan Note 1.2 Accenta Premium, 5Dr, Blue, 9,000 Miles ............... £8,950
14 Nissan Micra 1.2 Visia, White, 16,000 Miles ..................................... £5,950
14 Dacia Sandero 1.2, Red, 34,000 Miles .............................................. £4,350
14 Kia Sportage CRDi, 19,000 Miles .................................................... £10,950
64 Nissan Pulsar, Accenta Red, 5Dr, H/B, 13,000 Miles ........................... £9250
64 Dacia Duster Amb DCi, 4x4, Grey, 22,000 Miles ................................ £8,950
13 Renault Captur S-Nav DCi, Orange with Cream Roof, 22,500 Miles .. £9,600
13 Suzuki Swift, SZ3. Cream, 9,000 Miles ............................................. £6,150
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £7,450
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,150
11 plate Vauxhall Corsa CDTi, Blue, 5Dr, 74,000 Miles ........................... £4,250
10 Nissan Micra 1.2 Visia, Red, 47,000 Miles......................................... £2,450

COMMERCIALS

15 Renault Kangoo, Silver, 7,000 Miles ........................................ £7,500+VAT
63 Renault tra�  c, LL29, DCi, White, 10200 Miles ........................ £8,500+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6        Citroen Picasso        Renault Clio Estate        Toyota Auris  
Vauxhaul Astra 1.6        Suzuki Swift            Toyota Aygo

Pick-up trucks are fundamental to 
Mitsubishi Motors. In the UK, our legacy 
extends through four model generations 
and 33 years. The Mitsubishi trophy room 
shows the current L200 Series 4 has won 
more awards than all of its rivals put 
together. Since its UK launch in 2006, the 
current L200 Series 4 has outsold all other 
pick-ups. Its forerunner, the L200 Series 
3, was almost entirely responsible for the 
development of the vehicle segment.

Globally, Mitsubishi has six decades of pick-
up production, accounting for over 4.1 million 
vehicles sold.

The L200 Series 5 inherits the DNA of its 
predecessors and further advances the pick-up 

concept. It is an entirely new vehicle from the 
ground up, with signi� cant improvements in 
330 areas. The result is the ultimate vehicle 
for commercial duty, combined with SUV-like 
re� nement in quality and dynamic performance. 
In all key areas the L200 Series 5 is outstanding.

The L200 Series 5 driving experience is a 
generation ahead of any other pick-up on 
the market. It is as competent climbing up 
a mountain or navigating a building site as 
it is comfortable on a motorway or around 
city streets. The vehicle retains the marque’s 
reputation for ruggedness and durability, and 
continues to have the best 4WD system. It is the 
only pick-up that can be driven permanently in 
2WD and 4WD on tarmac and o� -road.

The L200 Series 5 provides outstanding cabin 

comfort and ride.
The vehicle has outstanding leg room. 

Mitsubishi’s unique ‘J’ curve body design 
between cabin and cargo area is not just for 
visual styling. It allows for a 25-degree recline in 
the rear seats, making for a comfortable four- or 
� ve-passenger ‘long journey’ space. Interior 
width has also increased, as have the sizes of 
the driver and front passenger seats, which now 
incorporate high-density, soft-touch ‘memory’ 
foam. 

The result of outstanding aerodynamics and 
superior sound insulation is that the vehicle 
is signi� cantly quieter. The Mitsubishi ‘J’ 
curve design also contributes to the dynamic 
qualities of the vehicle. While creating the 
maximum amount of space inside the cabin, 
it also allows for a compact wheelbase, aiding 
manoeuvrability and giving the L200 Series 5 
its outstanding turning radius of 5.9 metres and 
steering that can go from lock to lock in 3.8 turns 
(down from 4.3 in the previous generation L200).

Ride comfort is elevated to SUV levels through 
the introduction of a fully revised suspension, 
including six shockabsorbing body mounts 
that are more than double the size of those in 
the previous model. These absorb noise and 

vibration from the road, contributing to a 
smooth and quiet cabin experience.

Torsional rigidity in the L200 Series 5 is seven 
per cent greater than in its predecessor. This 
contributes to a signi� cant improvement in 
handling and stability. Body roll, which has 
the e� ect of slowing down a vehicle’s dynamic 
response, has been dramatically reduced, 
making it much more nimble. The L200 Series 
5 has sti� er front springs, a larger suspension 
stabiliser bar and optimised damping 
characteristics. At the rear, the leafspring 
suspension has been increased in length by 

120mm.
The L200 Series 5 has one of the largest 

carrying capacities of any pick-up, in no small 
part due to the extensive use of high-tensile 
steel in both cabin and cargo bed, building 
in strength without increasing overall vehicle 
weight. The result is a pick-up with the 
outstanding combined load bed capacity and 
full towing capability of 4.1 tonnes.

With a combined 42.8 mpg, the L200 Series 
5 uses between 11 and 47 per cent less fuel 
than most of its competitor pick-ups. It has 
one of the largest ranges in its class, being 
able to travel 685 miles on a full tank of fuel. 
And at just 169g/km CO2, it has one of the 
lowest emissions in its class by as much as 33 
per cent, safeguarding owners against a future 

emissions-based tax regime for commercial 
vehicles. The MIVEC turbo diesel engine 
combines cutting-edge technologies for � ne 
control of combustion. As a result, it achieves 
one of the lowest compression ratios for a 
diesel engine, 15.5 to 1. A lower compression 
ratio increases combustion e�  ciency, which 
improves economy and emissions. 

Power and torque are increased to 178bhp 
and 430Nm at 2,500 rpm, delivering superior 
performance through a six-speed manual 
transmission or automatic. At 10.4 seconds, 
L200 Series 5 is two seconds quicker to 62 mph 

than its predecessor.
The L200 Series 5 incorporates Mitsubishi’s 

Reinforced Impact Safety Evolution (RISE), 
which is a highly e�  cient energy-absorbing 
structural design that disperses shock from any 
direction.

On-board Active Stability & Traction Control 
(ASTC) prevents wheel slip by controlling 
unstable vehicle movements.

It individually brakes spinning wheels and 
controls power distribution from the engine 
if traction is lost on slippery surfaces or when 
negotiating steep slopes.

To � nd out more information on the L200 or to 
book a test drive call Fife Mitsubishi on 01334 
654228.

The Mitsubishi L200 Series 5 de� nes the next generation of pick-up trucks
ADVERTORIAL

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s 
FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. 
Land Rover Defender, Discovery, 
Freelander Range Rover, Vauxhall 
Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, 
Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 
Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X 
Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All 

other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. 

Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written 

o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high 
mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

16 16 Subaru 2.0 BRZ i SE Lux ........................................ £18495
Automatic, white, 5500 miles
14 64 Subaru 2.5 Sti Type uk ........................................... £21495
Manual, Grey. 18500 miles        
15 65 Subaru Outback 2.0D SE ........................................£18995
Manual, white, 21294 miles   
13 13 Subaru Forester 2.0D XC ....................................... £14995
Manual, 25500 miles             
15 15 Subaru XV 2.0 D SE ............................................... £13500
Manual, 29200 miles                     
15 15 Subaru Impreza I RC 1.6 .........................................£11995
Manual. 16000 miles

S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
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T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Please phone or txt me on 07712625335

04 PLATE FORD RANGER
04 plate Ford 
Ranger in fantastic 
condition inside 
and out, 104,000 
miles with service 
history, drives very 
well, delivery can 
be arranged, trade 
ins welcome.£3,795

Please phone or txt me on 07712625335

2010 FORD RANGER PICK-UP
2010 Ford Ranger 
pick-up in very good 
condition inside 
and out, full service 
history just had major 
service with new cam 
belt � tted, 77,000 
miles drives very 
well, delivery can be 
arranged trade ins 
welcome.£7495

Tel 01546 886380

TOYOTA YARIS DIESEL 2004
1.4, 72,800 
miles, MOT till 
27/09/2018,
full service 
history, 
2 lady owners 
from new.£1200

Tel: George on 01586 553484

ALISA - A 23FT SAILING BOAT
Long keeled, 
two sets of 
sails, � tted with 
1GM10 diesel 
engine and 
many extras.

£3,000
o.n.o.

DRIVETIMES

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

FLAT FOR RENT
Studio � at 
available

Oban Town Centre
Unfurnished

£340 PCM
Landlord Registration : 

28506/130/13010

Tel: 01852 300432 
(evenings)

Tel: 07541 788098

06 FORD TRANSIT
Full years MOT, 
good condition.
£1400 or nearest 
cash o� er

FOR LEASE
Commercial let available
New Harbour Master Building, North Pier, Oban
Offers of £135/sqm per annum ex VAT  
are invited for the lease of the above  
commercial premises.
Closing date for notes of interest: Monday 25th September 2017.

For further information contact:
The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council,  
Customer Services, Helensburgh and  
Lomond Civic Centre, 38 East Clyde Street,  
Helensburgh G84 7PG.
Telephone 01436 658957 or 01546 604105.

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Scottish 
Calendars 

2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

The ideal gift...

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimeswest coast
PROPERTY
west coast

APARTMENT 3, 23-25 STEVENSON ST, OBAN

PCM £460 
1 bed studio apartment in Oban town centre 
located just a few minutes walk to the main 
street and supermarket. The property has 
generously sized kitchen/living area, double 
bedroom and modern bathroom with shower. 
Deposit and full references required. 

• Studio Flat
• 1 Bed/1 Bath
• First Floor Flat
• Unfurnished
• EPC - B(84)
• LL REG 

342259/130/31461

OLD BURNSIDE FLAT, CONNEL

PCM £550
 2 bedroom, upper floor flat located in the sought after village 
of Connel, just outside Oban. Property is unfurnished and 
benefits from on-street parking nearby. Property comprises 
two double bedrooms, one bathroom with shower over bath, 
large living room with fireplace and full equipped modern 
kitchen. Deposit and full references required.

• 2 bed/1 bath
• Upper Floor Flat
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC E53
• LL REG 

385018/130/18461

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments

 FREE Valuations

 Professional Service

 Experienced Local Team

 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on
www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

NOW IS THE TIME TO GIVE YOUR 
PROPERTY A HEALTH CHECK PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

When the weather gets to the stage 
where you have to batten down the 
hatches, all you want to do is turn the 
heating up and get cosy under the 
duvet. Autumn and winter mark a real 
change in our lifestyle habits as we 
are presented with the dreaded cold-
weather challenges.

And it’s not just humans that have to 
deal with the severe weather conditions 
- our houses and fl ats are really put 
through the mill during the cold season 
so it is up to us to ensure they are able 
to stand up to the wind and rain. So if 
you have a rental property it is always 
a great idea to check your property in 
preparation for worsening weather.

So Landlords, here is what you should 
be looking out for:

Water damage from leaks can become 

a real headache, but the damage can 
be minimised if caught early enough. If 
your tenant is reporting areas of damp, 
you will want to attend to it before the 
rain, frost and snow makes it a bigger 
problem than it needs to be. Water 
ingress can be a real headache so best 
to sort it now.

Blocked gutters can be another 
avoidable maintenance issue, 
especially with the falling leaves in the 
Autumn. If your gutters are blocked 
by leaves and other debris, build-
up of rainfall can mean water ingress 
into your rental property, causing real 
damage and painful repair bills. It’s 
always good, for this reason, to check 
that gutters are in good health now, 
before the weather starts to turn.

Burst pipes can be a costly disaster. 
Ensure that pipes are insulated against 
low temperatures. Again, it is the 
responsibility of the landlord to ensure 
they don’t freeze. Be sure to send a 
reminder to your tenants for them to 
keep heating on low all the time and 
the chances of freezing pipe disasters 
will be greatly reduced.

At West we take care of these matters 
for you and are on hand if things go 
wrong. Want to speak to a member of 
our Lettings Team today to see if we 
can help take away the hassle!

WYNIARD GLENCRUITTEN ROAD, OBAN

£155,000
Wyniard is a charming detached bungalow situated in the popular 
Glencruitten area close to Oban town centre. The property offers 
well-proportioned accommodation and would make an excellent 
family home, with lounge featuring an open fire, a modern fitted 
kitchen, the central hallway leads to two bedrooms, one single and 
the other a double and a family bathroom. The property is of non-
standard construction with a satisfactory engineer report available 
from the West Property. Wyniard is presented in walk in condition 
with modern décor throughout. 

• Detached Bungalow
• 2 Bedrooms /1 Bathrooms
• Private garden
• Driveway parking for one car
• Popular residential area
• EPC Rating - D61

THE KNOLL, OBAN

OIEO £340,000
A beautiful detached Victorian villa with stunning views across 
Oban Bay. The property retains many of its original features and 
has been renovated to a high standard by the current owner. On 
the ground floor, the generous reception rooms to the front are 
bright spaces, bathed in natural light owing to the large sash 
windows and high ceilings. The bay window in the lounge is a 
delightful place to sit and enjoy the views towards Oban Bay and 
the islands of Kerrera and Mull. 

• Detached Victorian Villa
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Elevated situation above 

Oban Bay
• Large decking with views 

across Oban Bay
• Extensively renovated throughout
• EPC Rating - D

CRAIGNEUK, BENDERLOCH

 OIEO £490,000
Craigneuk offers an amazing opportunity to purchase a spacious, 
traditional property enjoying stunning sea views from almost 
every room and only a short walk from the beach. The property 
has been let as a successful holiday let but is equally suited to 
being a permanently family home. Part of Craigneuk’s charm is 
that despite its size, it retains a cosy and homely feel by having 
multiple reception rooms. Additionally, the layout ensures the 
interior is bathed in natural light throughout the afternoon and 
evening. 

• Detached Extended Traditional House
• 5 Bedrooms/ 2 Family 

Bathrooms / 1 WC
• Stunning SEA VIEWS
• Well maintained throughout
• Established Holiday Let
• EPC Ratable value £4,000

PENLARACH LERAGS, OBAN

OIRO £265,000
A spacious three bedroom detached bungalow located in the 
beautiful Lerags Glen only a 10-minute drive south of Oban. 
Enjoying stunning loch views and an elevated secluded position, 
the bungalow would make an ideal family home or holiday let 
investment. The bright and spacious lounge - complete with 
wood burning stove - and adjacent sun room both enjoy fine 
views across fields and woodland towards Loch Feochan.

• Spacious detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Stunning Loch Views
• Large 1.1 acre garden
• Detached garage with 

workshop/office
• EPC Rating - E51
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KAMES FISH FARMING LIMITED
Hatchery and Hill Lochs 

Manager
This position is a rare opportunity for a self 
motivated individual to gain experience in 

management and work with juvenile Salmon 
and Rainbow Trout.

The three cage sites have a reputation for 
producing some of the best salmon smolts 
for a large Salmon producer. The Hatchery 

rears R.Trout from egg to transfer to sea at 120 
grams, where they are then grown onto 4kg.

The successful applicant would ideally have 
several years’ fish farming experience. They 
will be enthusiastic and able to demonstrate 

experience of working effectively within a small 
team. 

The manager will be responsible for the daily 
running of the four farms, record keeping, 

planning and ensuring compliance with the 
various certification schemes. Preferably living 
on site, the manager shares the hatchery alarm 

with three others and will work one in three 
weekends.

A full driving license is essential, preferably 
with B+E (Trailer).

£24,000 to £27,000 per annum dependent 
on experience, skills and knowledge. 

Accomodation provided.

Closing date 25th September 2017

Please send your CV with qualifications and 
accompanying letter to:-

Jamie McAndrew
Kames Fish Farming Limited
Kilmelford, Oban PA34 4XA

fish@kames.co.uk
Tel: 01852 200286

Kyles Medical Centre, Tighnabruaich

PRACTICE MANAGER VACANCY
Due to retirement, the partners are looking for a 
dynamic person to help lead our friendly, rural 
general practice team.  This unique role would 
best suit an enthusiastic person who welcomes 
challenges and has vision, willingness and 
drive to adapt to the constant changes within 
the NHS.
This is a full time position (approx 35 hours 
negotiable).  Salary is dependent on experience.
The post will commence in January 2018 with 
an initial training period of three months with 
our current practice manager.
The practice is busy.  The job is diverse and this 
role is pivotal within our forward thinking team.  
Is this you?

Send your CV and covering letter to: Ailie 
Moss, Practice Manager, Kyles Medical 

Centre, Tighnabruaich, PA21 2BE.   
e-mail: ailie.moss@nhs.net   

Informal enquiries are welcome.

Closing date for applications:  20/10/2017
Interviews will be held on:  07/11/2017

Advertising and 
Administration Executive

The Arran Banner is one of Scotland’s best performing newspapers in 
terms of both print and digital readership. The Arran Banner is part of 
Wyvex Media, a major independent publisher of newspapers, magazines 
and tourism publications in Scotland.

If you’ve got energy, drive and determination and love the idea of working 
for your local newspaper, then we’d love to hear from you. Advertising 
sales experience would be a real bonus, but the ability to have a really 
good conversation with people at all levels is equally important.

You will be responsible for all aspects of advertising and administration 
duties. You will be representing our range of award winning publications, 
off ering high quality advertising packages to local businesses.

You will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.

You will be based on the island of Arran with excellent basic salary plus 
bonus schemme. Benefits include Private Health Care, Pensions and 
good holidays.

Please apply to with CV and covering letter to Nicky Murphy, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB - or call for an initial chat on 01631 568000

ARDFERN YACHT 
CENTRE LTD

Yacht Rigging Assistant
We have a position available within our Rigging 
team for a candidate with experience or for a 
trainee with full training provided.

The role involves working alongside our 
existing, highly experienced team undertaking 
all manner of rigging work including

- Mast stepping and unstepping operations

- Renewal/Repair of standing and running 
rigging, swaging and splicing

- Assembly, commissioning and servicing of all 
rigging hardware

- Assisting with vessel movements and lifting 
operations

The role has opportunities for career 
progression for the right candidate. In addition 
to full on-site training in yacht rigging the 
successful candidate will be trained in the 
operation of yard plant including Telehandler, 
40T Boat Hoist and 35T Mobile Crane.

Remuneration will be based on experience. 

For further details or to obtain an application 
pack contact Mark Cameron on 01852 500 
247 or Email mark@ardfernyacht.co.uk

PSEL are looking to recruit two full time staff at our workshops in Oban. 

Electronics Solder/Assembly Technician. 
(pcbs and cable assemblies)

Qualification in electronics preferred, but experienced technicians 
should apply.

CNC Turner/Miller
CNC prototrak and manual machines.  Previous experience for this 

post is essential.
Both vacancies: Salary dependent on experience.

For more details, email or post to :-
info@precision-subsea.com

or
Precision Subsea Electronics Limited 
Unit 3, Tweedmill Estate, Soroba Rd
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HQ. Scotland.

Closing date: Friday 29 September 2017.

To apply visit  
our website

Social Worker (Temporary) 
£32,775 - £35,841 Mid-Argyll Ref: HAW00942

Maternity Cover – One Year

☎ 01586 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

ALSOP TRANSPORT 
SERVICES

REQUIRE A

ARTIC HGV DRIVER
Tel: 01852 300393

dave@alsoptransportservices.co.uk
Braeview, Cuan Road, Seil, Oban,  

PA34 4RA

Repairs Officer Lorn
Salary £27,575 - £32,441 35 hours per week
We are looking for an experienced Repairs Officer for our busy 
Lorn area. 
For further details and to apply visit the recruitment section 
of our website at www.acha.co.uk
If you are unable to access the website contact the Recruitment 
Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
For more information, please contact Iain McLeod on 01546 
605847
This post will be subject to a Basic Disclosure Scotland check. 
CV’s are not accepted. 
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 6th October 2017
Interviews will be held in Menzies House, Oban on Thursday 
19th October 2017

REF645 STORE MANAGER
SPAR SPEAN BRIDGE, 

INVERNESS-SHIRE, PH34 4EP

REF646 STORE MANAGER
SPAR, Claggan Shopping Centre, 

Fort William, PH33 6QL
Full-time positions, 39 hours over 5 days per 
week
Evening and weekend work will be required to 
meet business needs
Due to Licensing Laws applicants must be age 
18 or over
As Store Manager, you will demonstrate 
strong leadership, people management and 
commercial skills.  A natural forward planner 
and organiser, you will manage the operation 
to deliver excellent customer service and 
maximise sales and we offer comprehensive 
training to help you do it.  If you have a proven 
background in retail, the determination to 
deliver and flexible approach to work, this may 
be the ideal opportunity for you to take the 
next step in your career.  If you agree, we look 
forward to receiving your online application at 
www.cjlang.co.uk/jobs.aspx

Closing date for applications is 
29 September 2017.

Enable Scotland
Full & Part Time 
Support worker

For more information please call or text 
Lori on 07889456531, call into our local office 

at McLeod Buildings, Lochavullin Road, or 
complete an online application form 

via our website.

www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk

£8.45 per hour

Argyll Haulage
Due to increase in work load, 

HGV 1 and HGV 2 drivers 
required for deliveries in Argyll.

Excellent rate of pay, 40 hrs per week. 
2 bedroom flat availble for anyone 

willing to relocate to Oban.
For further details phone 07887 771229

Qualified Accountant
We are a leading independent firm of 
Chartered Accountants in the Highlands 
and Islands, operating across offices in 
Oban, Fort William and Tobermory with 
our team of 5 partners and over 40 staff. 
A great opportunity has arisen within our 
team to work with a diverse portfolio of 
owner managed businesses, helping us 
to provide commercially focused business 
and taxation advice to our clients. The 
position may also include charity and 
audit work, depending on the successful 
candidate’s experience.
Do you want to be part of a team with 
an excellent reputation and continue to 
develop your skills whilst delivering a high 
standard of work to our clients?

If so, please contact us including your CV, 
by 6th October to:-

Duncan Grout, Managing Partner.
dg@raclement.co.uk
www.raclement.co.uk

Medical Secretary/Receptionist required. 
Permanent Contract - 37.5 hours per week.

Taynuilt Medical Practice requires a 
medical secretary/receptionist. As the 

practice has three surgery sites at Connel, 
Taynuilt and Dalmally - transport is 

necessary. You will ideally have medical 
reception experience and secretarial skills. 

You will work as part of a team. You are 
expected to have good communication 

skills and be able to work unsupervised.  A 
knowledge of IT would be an advantage.

Please apply in writing with CV to Janice 
McGhee, Practice Manager, Connel 

Surgery, Connel, PA37 1PH or phone 
01631 710229 for further information.
Closing date Friday 6th October 2017.

Visit: www.key.org.uk

support workers

As a Support Worker you will join a team providing individualised support to people with 
a range of disabilities and support needs in Fort William and Ballachulish. Successful 
candidates will enjoy supporting people and have a positive attitude and commitment 
towards making a difference to the lives of the people we support.
Duties will include supporting people with personal care, their home and fi nances and 
to develop and maintain full and active participation in the community. A commitment 
to a person centred approach is essential and experience of working with people with 
disabilities is desirable. 
If you would like to get involved in support work but cannot commit to a contract 
because you have other commitments, then there are opportunities to join our register of 
relief workers.
Applicants must be prepared to work fl exibly as part of the team to meet the needs 
of the people who use our service. Supports will include work in the evenings and 
weekends. Sleepovers are required for which an additional payment is made.
KEY provides excellent professional supervision, support and training, including access to 
the SVQ Framework and a chance to really make a difference.  

support for people with disabilities at 
home and in the community.

For an application form and job description, please visit our website at www.key.org.uk 
email: jobs@key.org.uk or tel: 0141 342 1892.

closing date for applications is 6th October 2017.

Key, Key Support and Key Housing are names used by Key Housing Association Ltd, 
a charity registered in Scotland, No SC006652.

and relief support workers
Fort William
part time (up to 30 hours per week) 
salary: £17,936 (full time equivalent) (£16,919 - induction rate)
relief support workers: £16,919 (full time equivalent)
ref no: SWR/FOR/6033

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Qualified Electrician  
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior 
quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing industry 
leading and highly personal development paths which build into 
fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing our 
industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would very 
much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for a Qualified Electrician to join our skilled 
team of engineers.

The successful candidate will have a minimum 17th Edition qualification 
along with an inspection qualification.  With the ability to test and 
provide compliance certification, possess a meticulous standard of 
workmanship, excellent written and verbal communication skills and 
to be highly self-motivated. Experience of 3 phase industrial  systems 
would be highly advantageous .  An interest in electronics would     also 
be an advantage.

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with 
a positive ‘hands on’ attitude.  They must also ensure that all tasks 
are completed in a professional manner adherent to strict health and 
safety requirements and practice good house keeping throughout all 
activities.  Good communication skills are also essential. 

Working a 40-hour week, Monday to Friday with a weekend working 
rota system.  In return, we will offer an attractive salary dependant on 
experience including pension scheme, life cover, occupational health 
support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment 
& HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or email angela.hand@
scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number

17/02169/FUL

17/03691/PIP

17/04135/FUL

17/04137/FUL

17/04220/FUL

17/04242/FUL

Development  Address

Land 35M East of 
Mountain View, Murlaggan, 
Roy Bridge

Land 50M NE of Mill 
House, Drimnin

Land 550M SW of 
Cabernish, Spean Bridge

Land 687M SE of Stone 
Cottage, Achindaul, Spean 
Bridge

Post Office, Battlefield 
Crescent, Inverlochy, Fort 
William

Former Ambulance Depot, 
Nevis Road, Inverlochy,Fort 
William

Proposal Description

Erection of chalet, formation of 
access, installation of septic tank 
and soakaway

Erection of house, formation of 
access,  (renewal of 14/03355/PIP)

Construction of temporary 
bellmouth access

Construction of temporary 
bellmouth access

Change of Use from Post Office/
Shop to consulting only Veterinary 
Practice and Shop

Erection of storage building

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk
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Liberty British Aluminium

Proposed Alloy Wheel Plant 
and Associated Development

Pre-Application Consultation Event
Liberty Aluminium Lochaber Limited (part of the GFG Alliance) wishes to 
invite members of the public and stakeholders to a public consultation 
event in relation to the proposed development of an alloy wheel 
manufacturing facility, new secondary plant entrance and associated 
access arrangements, hard standing, landscaping and ancillary 
development, adjacent to Liberty British Aluminium’s Lochaber Smelter, 
Fort William, PH33 6TH.

The public consultation event will take place on Thursday 28th September 
2017, between 2.30pm and 7.30pm, at the Ben Nevis Hotel & Leisure Club, 
North Road, Fort William.

The event will provide information on the proposed development, and the 
project team will be in attendance to discuss the proposals and answer 
any questions.

Further information may be obtained from JLL, the Applicant’s agent, 
by contacting Freya Pottinger on freya.pottinger@eu.jll.com or 0131 225 
8344. Persons wishing to make comments on the proposals may do so at 
the event and/or in writing to Freya Pottinger at JLL, 7 Exchange Crescent, 
Conference Square, Edinburgh, EH3 8LL, by Friday 13th October 2017.

This notice does not relate to a planning application and comments 
should not be made to The Highland Council. Any comments made to the 
prospective Applicant are not representations to the Planning Authority. 
If a planning application is subsequently submitted by Liberty Aluminium 
Lochaber Limited. to The Highland Council, normal neighbour notification 
and publicity will be undertaken and you will have the opportunity to make 
formal representations regarding the proposal at that time.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Gordon Currie trading as W & M Currie & 
Son of  14 Charlotte Street, Port Ellen, Isle 
of Islay PA42 7DF is applying for a licence 
to use Garage, 36 Mansefield Road, Port 
Ellen, Islay PA42 7BH as operating centre 
for 6 goods vehicles and 1 trailer. Owners 
or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Strathclyde Scaffolding Services Ltd trading 
as Strathclyde Scaffolding Services Ltd of 
Glengallan Road, Oban, PA34 4HG is applying 
to change an existing licence as follows. To 
keep an extra 2 goods vehicles and 0 trailers 
at the operating centre at Glengallan Road, 
Oban, PA34 4HG. Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

I Fyfe
3 Stronaba, Kilmonivaig
0.639 ha – Existing house 
site
83077

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 19/10/17. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

GRAZINGS SHARE(S)
Mr Andrew Dewar is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the the grazing 
share(s) pertaining to the 
croft at 3 Inchree to Roger 
and Aileen MacLean (Mr 
& Mrs), of Dalbreagha, 
Bunree, Onich, Fort 
William, PH33 6SE.
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to 
the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW (e-mail info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk) 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
TWO COMMERCIAL MOORINGS, 
SAILEAN RUADH, LOCH ETIVE

Notice is hereby given that Dawnfresh Farms Ltd 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of installation of two commercial 
moorings at:

Cost < £2,500

 Location Latitude Longitude

 Sailean Ruadh, 56° 27.269 N 05° 16.270 W
 Loch Etive 56° 27.230 N  05° 16.265 W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Taynuilt Post Office, Taynuilt, Argyll, 
PA35 1JE.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
06467
Dawnfresh Farms Ltd

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans
17/02276/LIB Installation of hand rail to external 

stair.
St Conans Church Lochawe Dalmally 
Argyll And Bute PA33 1AH 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

17/02231/PP Erection of outdoor pizza oven, BBQ, 
bike shed, and decking (retrospective)

An Seann Sgoil Bridgend Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

17/01970/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and garage 
(amended scheme to planning 
permission 12/01864/PP)

Plot 3 Land Adjacent To Kilmore And 
Kilbride Parish Church Kilmore Argyll 
And Bute 

Oban Area Office

17/02291/PP Erection of fence (retrospective). Cladach Cottage Main Street Port 
Charlotte Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA48 7UD

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

17/02267/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
detached games room. Installation of 
sewage treatment plant and formation 
of access.

Land West Of Ardteatle Cottage 
Dalmally Argyll 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

17/02184/PP Erection of garage and greenhouse 
(amended details to planning 
permission 05/00008/DET) and removal 
of condition 3 (relative to planning 
permission 12/00409/PP) – to retain air 
source heat pump at current location 
– retrospective

Braeside 86 Main Street Port Charlotte 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 7TX

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

17/02361/LIB Installation of replacement windows 32 School Street Port Ellen Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA42 7DP 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

17/02369/PP Erection of outhouse and decking Braeside Main Street Bowmore Isle 
Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA43 7JJ

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

17/02381/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
detached garage (amended scheme 
relative to planning permission 
reference 12/01864/PP)

Plot 2 Land Adjacent To Kilmore And 
Kilbride Parish Church Kilmore Argyll 
And Bute 

Oban Area Office

17/02242/PP Erection of a single storey office 
building, and a single storey storage 
building and reclamation of an area 
of land to the South West of the site 
(part retrospective)

Inverlussa Shellfish Lochdon Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

17/02320/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Croft 25 Achnahard Bunessan Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

17/02360/PP Installation of replacement windows 32 School Street Port Ellen Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA42 7DP 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

17/02346/PP Erection of holiday cabin and 
associated works

Land At 14 Dalavich Chalet Park 
Dalavich Taynuilt Argyll And Bute  
PA35 1HS 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

17/02389/LIB Installation of shelving, cabinet doors, 
lighting and heating system

Iona Abbey Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute 
PA76 6SQ 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Iona

17/02011/PP Erection of boat shed and gabion 
baskets to form storm break 
(retrospective).

Dunstaffnage Chalet Portsonachan 
Dalmally Argyll And Bute PA33 1BJ 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

17/02168/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of sewage treatment plant

Land South East Of Tigh Na Speur 
Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA43 7LN 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

17/02301/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (amended 
design relative to Plot 1 approved 
under application reference 14/02717/
PP)

Land West Of Cnoc A’Mhuilinn 
Portsonachan Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council  
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or 
marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can 
be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine   

 

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 
SINGLE PRIVATE MOORING, BRAOMISAIG BAY, LOCH NEVIS 

 
Notice is hereby given that Mr C Mills & Mr P Heath have applied to the Scottish Ministers of 
the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of a Single 
Private Mooring at: 
 
 

Cost  
Location Latitude Longitude 

Braomisaig Bay, Loch Nevis 
Mooring 

 

Co-ordinates Co-ordinates 
57° 59.419’ N 005° 38.195’ W 

  
  
  

     (WGS84) 
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Mallaig Harbour Authority, 
Harbour Offices, Harbour Road, Mallaig, PH41 4QB. 
 
Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the application should be made in 
writing to: 
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, 
Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference:  MCMS No. 06482 
Applicant: Mr C Mills & Mr P Heath  
Executors of the will of Philip Rhodes 



MOBILITY OBAN BLINDS

STATIONERY

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors

HOME IMPROVEMENTSMACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL
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VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

HOUSE/OFFICE 
CLEARANCES

RESPECTFULLY CARRIED
OUT FREE ESTIMATE

T 01397 701960  
M 07391 021400 

CLEARANCES

MISSING - 
SMALL CAT 

“FEEBIE”

possibly around 
Broad Street area. 

REWARD FOR 
SAFE RETURN.

Telephone 
07925 319192 or 

01586 552782 
(Dewar)

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

PRINTS old prints 
of Oban area and 
Inveraray. Framed 
and glazed. Starting at 
£5 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
JVC HI-FI JVC Adagio 
Hi-Fi, excellent condi-
tion, motorised speak-
ers, remote control and 
instruction book. Cost 
£600 new, £50 Tele-
phone 07780 795870.
SPEAKER STANDS 
black adjustable height 
speaker stands, £20 
Telephone 07780 
795870.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILDS COT and 
mattress in pine with 
dropside. Seldom used 
at Granny's house and 
in immaculate condition, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
562750.
CHILDS SAFETY gate, 
£9 Telephone 01631 
562834 or 07514 
466297.
FISHER-PRICE pre-
cious planet 2 in 1 wind 
up mobile, suitable for 
cot or buggy, £25 Tele-
phone 01631 562750.

 BICYCLES
MOUNTAIN BIKE new, 
used once, £65 Tele-
phone 07775 836445².

 BOOKS
COLLECTION OF DAN-
IELLE STEELE books. 
(98 books), 31 hard 
back and 67 paperback, 
as new condition. Col-
lection only Benderloch, 
£99 Telephone 01631 
720036.

 BUILDING / DIY
B A L L A C H U L I S H 
SLATES 3 crates, open 
to offers, Telephone 
07709 656242 (Drimnin, 
Morven).

BATH PANEL white, to 
fi t standard bath, still 
wrapped, £10 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001².
GALVANISED ROOF-
ING FELT Clout Nails, 
20mm, large box, £20 
Telephone 01546 603189 
or 07767 697001².
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in var-
ious sizes and colours, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
564578.
SILL LIGHT for illumi-
nating front of building. 
Large, £35 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001².
WORK OVERALLS 
Blue Dickies Redhawk, 
Medium, worn once, 
and Orange Ex North 
Sea Redwings, Medi-
um, Good condition, 
£10.00 each  Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250
VAUXHALL CORSA 
CLUB 51 reg, £250 Tele-
phone 01631 563655.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

COMPUTER in good 
condition, £60 Telephone 
07775 836445.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

HALOGEN OVEN with 
recipe book plus halogen 
extension ring, £70 Tele-
phone 01499 500621 or 
07881 674301.
LARGE WHIRLPOOL 
Chest Freezer with three 
baskets, £75 Telephone 
01499 500621 or 07881 
674301.
TEFAL ACTIFRY with 
recipe book, seldom 
used, £80 Telephone 
01499 500621 or 07881 
674301.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS 2 Collie 
puppies, 9 weeks old, 
of working parents, also 
young dog 7 months old, 
of working parents, sired 
by Kenny MacDonald's 
Choc, Telephone 07919 
071747.

 FURNITURE
ARMCHAIR black leath-
er type armchair, fully 
reclining, £45 Telephone 
01631 562834 or 07514 
466297.
CHEST OF DRAWERS 
Oak, painted white, d 
18", h39", w39", would 
clean back. 4 drawer 
bays, £25 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
EXPANDING DARK 
SMOKE Glass Top stain-
less steel kitchen table, 
700mm square, £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
EZBED infl atable guest 
double bed easy to use. 
Only been used a few 
times in very good condi-
tion must uplift (size large 
suitcase), £40 Telephone 
01631 564264.
SETTEE 2 seater black 
leather type settee, fully 
reclining, £95 Telephone 
01631 562834 or 07514 
466297.
SOFA BED black leath-
er look, hardly used, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
710510.

 GARDEN
RAIN HOPPERS Victori-
an cast iron rain hoppers 
for replacements on old-
er houses or these make 
nice garden planters, £25 
each Telephone 01631 
564578.
SUN LOUNGERS Mali-
bu black,  set of two, 1 in 
excellent condition, 1 still 
in original wrapping, cost 
£50, sell for, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 562750.
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 

implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578.
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely gar-
den planters, prices from 
£40, Telephone 01631 
564578.
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578.

 HEATERS
OIL FILLED RADIATOR 
almost new, £45 Tele-
phone 01631 562834 or 
07514 466297.

 HIGHLAND DRESS
DRESS JACKET and 
trews (Modern Mac-
Dougall). Chest 46ins, 
waist 38ins, leg 28ins. 
Offers, Telephone 01408 
633118.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

JIGSAWS box set of 9 
jigsaws, 2 of 1000 pcs, 3 
of 750 pcs, 4 of 500 pcs 
+ 2 others of 1000 pcs. 
Benderloch, £10 Tele-
phone 01631 720036.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 siz-
es, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

ARMY RUCKSACK 
camoufl age and Rocktrail 
Sleeping Bag, £35 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001².
FLADDEN RESCUE 
SYSTEM Jacket, large, 
hi-viz and blue, Bib and 
braces bottoms, blue, 
suit tall person, still 
wrapped, £60 Telephone 

01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
HOT STICKS by Bab-
yliss, in carry case and 
in excellent condition, 
£25 Telephone 01631 
562750.

 LOST AND FOUND

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, Av-
iemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-

beltown, Tarbert, Machr-
ihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or 
as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.

 MARINE
WANTED Road worthy 
boat trailer for 4 metre 
boat.  Phone or text 
07436 887861  

 MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE 
bronze effect, mermaid 
on a shell pool with 3 
glass lights, photo avail-
able. Cost £350, sell for 
£99.99 Telephone 01631 
562750.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

CABERG MOTORBIKE 
HELMET Blue, Split face 
type, £25 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001².

DEMON MOTORBIKE 
HELMET Silver, split 
face type, £25 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001².

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG GUARD Travellal 
dog guard, as new. non 
adjustable, £20 Tele-
phone 07780 795870.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL, market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and fl y-
ers from Krisp Print. Con-
tact on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 WANTED
JAZZ BAND Isle of 
Eriska Hotel and Spa 
are looking for a jazz 
band to play for them on 
a couple of occasions 

over Christmas and New 
Year. Please call and ask 
for Steve Sheridan, Tele-
phone 01631 720371.
JELLY BAG Old or 
New,  Telephone 07833 
604038².

PERSONAL NOTICE

HARVEY - MACDONALD - Bill to Irene on 
September 22, 1967 at St Oran's Church, Connel 
by the Rev Duncan MacCallum. Present address: 

12 Castle Road, Dunbeg. Memories treasured, love 
from all the family.

GOLDEN WEDDING 



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times
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WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
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Tel: 01631 568000
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Editorial
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought for the week
New beginnings
I’ve always liked September. Others may 
disagree as the nights are drawing in and 
winter is just around the corner. But I 
love the misty mornings, dew-spangled 
cobwebs and harvest time.

For me, it’s a time of new beginnings 
and fresh starts. I always looked for-
ward to the start of a new school year. 
New notebooks, freshly sharpened 
pencils, the determination to work 
harder and do better. (The only thing 
I really remember from school reports 
is the maths teacher writing: ‘I feel she 
could do better. I wish she would!’)

This month is extra special to me now 
because it was on September 3 a long 

time ago – in 1975, in fact – when I fi rst 
came to work in Scotland and that was 
a big and very wonderful fresh start in 
all sorts of ways.

Then, just seven years ago, I was 
ordained as a minister in the church. 
That was a rather daunting fresh start. 
Not all beginnings are what we choose, 
sometimes life comes up with a hard 
challenge which we’d rather run away 
from.

Remember the story of Moses, when 
he encountered God in the burning 
bush. Moses felt hopelessly inadequate 
for the task God chose him to do, and 
said: ‘Oh God, please send someone 
else!’

I was a bit like Moses myself when 
God called me into ordination. It wasn’t 
what I went looking for, and at the very 
beginning of my training I said to my 
Bishop: ‘I can’t do this.’ To my great 
surprise, he burst out laughing and said: 
‘Wonderful – I was hoping you would 
say that – of course you can’t do that, but 
God can do it through you.’

New beginnings, some welcome, 
some not so welcome, but God is with 
us always, sharing the joy and giving 
us the strength to do the hard things 
which inevitably come our way.

Reverend Joyce Watson, 
Isle of Iona.

Senior reporter
Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.ukmentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

follow us on 
twitter
@obantimes

Call  01631 
568000

Celebrate your 
Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

GRADUATIONS

ABBIE FIONA MACLEAN 
Graduated from Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh with a 

Bachelor of Science Degree (Hons) in Occupational Therapy. Abbie 
is the daughter of Allan and Gael MacLean and sister of Jennie. 

Abbie is a former pupil of Dunbeg Primary School and Oban High.
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DIAMOND WEDDING
ARTHUR - John and Catherine 
Arthur née Ferguson celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding 
anniversary on September 26. 
They were the fi rst couple to be 
married in the Christ Church, 
Dunollie, 1957 by Minister 
Tommy Thompson. They 
now stay at Greenaton Farm, 
Carnwath, Lanark. Lots of love 
from all the family.
MILLAR - FRASER - Elma 
to Derek, married in Kilmallie 
Parish Church on September 
21, 1957.

DEATHS
BRYSON - Sadly Martin 
passed away Thursday 
September 14, 2017 at Mid 
Argyll Community Hospital, 
Lochgilphead surrounded by his 
family. Funeral arrangements:  
Thursday September 21, 
2017, Maryhill Crematorium 
(private) 9.15am and memorial 
service, Kilmichael Church 
2pm. Much loved husband of 
Hazel, treasured dad of Wee 
Martin and adored uncle of 
Kenny. Hazel, Wee Martin 
and Kenny would like to 
convey their thanks to all 
relatives and friends of Martin 
who offered lifts, support and 
comfort through Martin’s 
illness. Special thanks to Dr JK 
Phillips for his attentive care 
to Martin over the years. Also 
thanks to all staff for their kind 
care and attention at Mid Argyll 
Community Hospital, Royal 
Infi rmary, Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital and Vale of Leven 
Hospital. Thank you to Stan 
Lupton for funeral services, Rev 
Cliff Acklam and Stag Hotel. 
A special thank you to Lizzie, 
Keith, Graham, Murdoch and 
Marion for all their support. No 
fl owers, donations if desired 
to Mid Argyll Community 
Hospital. ♥SLEEP TIGHT 
OUR HERO♥ 
GILLIES - Peacefully after 
a short illness at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Glasgow 
on September 14, 2017, aged 
94 years, Catherine K Gillies, 
beloved wife of the late 
Ronald Neil Gillies, formerly 
of Burnside, Connel. Beloved 
mother of Marion, Neil and 
Alison, mother-in-law of 
Donna, dearly loved gran of 
Julie, Craig, Stephen, Gillian 
and Jennifer, GG of Grace, 
Ruby, Archie and Charlotte. 
Pre-deceased by sons-in-
law, Giovanni Mancuso and 
John Heeley. Always in our 
thoughts. Funeral to take place 
at St Orans Church, Connel on 
Thursday September 21, 2017 
at 1.00 pm.
MACLENNAN - Peacefully 
at Raigmore Hospital on 
September 18, 2017 in her 81st 
year, Rosemary, beloved wife 
of the late Peter and much loved 
mother of Joyce and Alastair, 
sister of Donald, Janetta, Joyce, 
Ewen and Kenneth, mother-in-
law of Lynn and Andrew and 
proud grandmother of Louise 
and Alastair. Funeral service 
in Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church on Saturday September 
23 at 11a.m. Family fl owers 
only please. Retiring collection 
if desired to Alzheimer 
Scotland.
RIX - (Fort William and 
Kirkhill). Peacefully at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 
on September 14, 2017, whilst 
surrounded by his family and 
after enduring his illness with 
great fortitude, Nigel Rix, 
aged 67 years of Newton Park, 
Kirkhill. Beloved husband of 
Betty, much loved father to Jon, 
Peter and Kim and grandfather 
to Mia. Funeral Ceremony on 
Friday September 22 at 11am 
at Inverness Crematorium. All 
welcome to attend. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations, 
if desired for Macmillan Cancer 
Support and the Salvation 
Army may be given at the 
ceremony or forwarded to the 
funeral directors, John Fraser 
and Son, 17-29 Chapel Street, 
Inverness, IV1 1NA.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CURRIE - Fiona and family 
wish to express their gratitude 
to the staff on Ward B, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
also to the staff at the Lorn 
Medical Centre and all the 
home carers, for the medical 
care and kindness shown to 
Donnie before his passing.  
Thanks to D & A Munn for 
their guidance, to Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his touching 
service, to Mr A MacLean for 
piping and to the staff at the 
Royal Hotel for catering.  We 
are also grateful to our family, 
friends and neighbours for 
the lovely fl owers, thoughtful 
cards and for joining us to 
celebrate Donnie’s life at the 
Parish Church, Oban and 
donating the magnifi cent 
sum of £855.48 to RNLI and 
to ABCD.  Thank you all for 
making it a special day to 
remember a true Highland 
Gentleman.
MAY - Nancy. Pamela 
and Allison would like to 
express their sincere thanks 
to relatives and friends for 
their kindness at this sad time. 
Thank you to staff at Lynn of 
Lorne, Rev Christine Fulcher 
for her comforting words and 
service and to D & A Munn 
for all their help and support.
MORRISON (Mull) - Kay 
and family wish to sincerely 
thank everyone for their 
support, cards, letters, phone 
calls and fl owers following 
their recent sad loss of Ian.  
Our special thanks to all 
the staff at Bowman Court, 
nurses, carers and neighbours 
whose help was invaluable 
to Ian at home. Thank you 
to Johnny Paton for a lovely 
service and all who paid 
their respects at the church 
and graveside. Thanks 
to everyone’s generosity 
£1246.00 has been shared 
between Tobermory School 
pipe band and Tobermory 
Scout Hall.

MEMORIAMS
BLUE - In loving memory of 
Lilian Blue, died September 
22, 2011. 
A leaf in the book of memories 
is gently turned today.
- Inserted by her sister Mary 
and husband Jim.
HUNTER - Remembering 
with love a dear mum, granny 
and great granny Betty, who 
passed away September 21, 
2013.
Silent thoughts, memories 
dear
As time unfolds another year.
- Monica, Brian, Emma, 
Steven, Danielle and Sarah.
MACDOUGALL - Treasured 
memories of Callum, a dearly 
loved husband, father and 
grampy, who passed away 
September 19, 1997.
Time goes passed but 
memories stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Freena and family.
MACDOUGALL - 
Remembering with love our 
dad and grampy Callum, who 
passed away September 19, 
1997.
Only a thought away.
- Margaret and family, 
Bunessan.

MACDOUGALL - Mrs 
Linda MacDougall. In 
memory of a loving wife and 
mother.
Remembering you is easy 
We do it every day 
It’s just the pain of losing you 
That never goes away.
- Murdoch, Christine, Susie 
and Mikey.
MACINNES - To mum 
(Pingu) Betty, missing you 
so much, it doesn’t seem like 
a year. The brightest star is 
shining in Heaven.
- Thomas, Libby and the 
Turner family.
MACKINNON - Mary who 
died September 20, 2004.
God called your name so 
gently 
That only you could hear
No-one heard the footsteps
Of the angel drawing near
Softly from the shadows 
There came a gentle call
You closed your eyes and 
went to sleep 
And quietly passed away.
- From your ever loving 
daughter Marion.
MACLEAN - Kathryn.
We miss you more with each 
passing day
Always in our hearts.
- Donald, Julie and Mark.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Kathryn, who died September 
24, 2015.
Remembered and missed 
every day.
- Anne
MILLIN - In loving memory 
of my dear mother and 
father. Mother who died on 
September 27, 1980 and 
father who died on May 10, 
1986.
- Inserted by their son, 
Creagan, Strontian.
NICOLSON - Treasured 
memories of our mum, mum-
in-law and gran Catriona who 
died September 25, 2015.
No words, no verse, could 
ever say
How much we miss you every 
day
A loving thought, a silent tear
Forever wishing you were 
here.
Loved always.
- Christina, Alastair and Isla.
ROSS – In loving memory 
of a much loved wife, mum 
and nanny Marion, who died 
September 15, 2003.
Years have gone since you 
were here
But in our eyes there is still a 
tear
In our hearts you will always 
stay
We love and miss you every 
day.
- Loving husband Rusty and 
family.
SPINK - Happy memories 
of my dear father, Duncan 
Spink, who died September 
20, 2007, also my mother, 
Jessie Livingstone, who died  
November 15, 2009. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Elspeth.

WEDDINGS

CADZOW  - OGILVY-WEDDERBURN
Kate Cadzow daughter of Shane and Tooti Cadzow, Isle of Luing 
married Peter Ogilvy-Wedderburn, son of Sir Andrew and Lady 
Gillian Ogilvy-Wedderburn of Sylvie, Alyth in the hay barn at 

Ardlarach House by the Rev Ken Ross and The Rev Neil Gardner 
of Cannongate Church, Edinburgh on the 19th August 2017. 

Photographer Iain Bain.

REBECCA HILL
Graduated from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland with a Degree 
of Bachelor of Music (Traditional Music) with First Class Honours. 

Daughter of Steven and Christine Hill, Connel, granddaughter of 
Archie and Ann Campbell, Connel and the late James and Anne 
Hill, Blyth. Rebecca is a former pupil of Achaleven Primary and 

Oban High School.



Oban Lorne                     14           
Allan Glen’s                70                            
BT West Division One

Oban Lorne Ladies 92                     
Aberdenshire Quines  0       
BT Women’s National League 2
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Women’s rugbyTHE OBAN Lorne Ladies 
team left early on Sunday 
September 10 to travel to 
Livingstone RFC for the SRU 
Queen of the 10s tournament.
 The ladies had a strong squad 
of experienced players, as well 
as a couple of new recruits who 
have recently joined the team. 
 Erika Skofca has joined the 
team from Italy where she has 
played seven-a-side rugby but 
this was her first experience of 
the Scottish rugby rules, and 
Hannah Cringles, an Oban lo-
cal, joined for her debut having 

only just set foot on a rugby 
pitch for the first time in her 
life this summer.
 The tournament consisted of 
National 2 and development 
teams from across Scotland. 

The team played a total of 
four games, two in the pool 
draw and then the semi-final 
and final of the tournament. 

The first game was drawn 
against Liberton, a develop-
ment team, where the whole 
team showed off the skills 
they have been practicing in 
training and maintained a fast, 

attacking play throughout, 
scoring six tries to nil, with five 
conversions.

The second pool game was 
against West of Scotland, an-
other development team, and 
once again the squad gelled 
well to play some great offload-
ing rugby, making full use of 
their speed on the wings.

Once again the ladies secured 
a convincing win with West 
of Scotland failing to put any 
points on the board. This took 
them through to the next phase 
of the tournament.

The semi-final was against 
Wigtownshire. 

In this game, any early nerves 
had settled quickly and the 
set plays that the team have 
been developing during the 
past season and this summer’s 
pre-season were starting to 
come together.

Once again the final score 
showed a convincing win for 
the Green Army, with still no 
points against them. 

This took them into the 
final where they met Kelso, and 
secured a 46-0 victory to earn 

them their first silverware of 
the season.

Captain Laura MacCormick 
said: ‘The team’s attack was 
fantastic, making use of 
offloads which we’ve been 
practicing at training, using 
supporting runners on the out-
side shoulder to loop round the 
defensive line. I am very proud 
of the whole team – it’s a bril-
liant way to start the season.’ 

Newcomer Skofca played 
amazingly. Having played 
sevens for Italy, she showed 
no fear going into contact, and 

Lorne Ladies prove to be queens of the 10s at Livingstone

RUGBY international Hamish 
Watson has called on schools 
and clubs in Argyll and Bute to 
sign up to a new Scottish Rugby 
initiative that delivers kit and 
equipment. 

Watson appeared at Trinity 
Academy in Edinburgh this 
week to launch a new Mitsub-
ishi Motors Kit 4 Clubs initia-
tive, which will allow clubs and 
schools the chance to earn new 
playing kit, training equipment 
and rugby gear.

The kit available for clubs and 
schools to earn includes match 
shirts, practice bibs, tackle 
pads, balls and more in return 
for their members completing a 
vehicle appraisal and test drive 
with their local Mitsubishi 
Motors dealer.

Watson said: ‘The game is in 
great shape at the moment and 
this new partnership between 
Mitsubishi Motors and Scottish 
Rugby is another sign of pro-
gress.

‘The more clubs we can prop-
erly equip and schools we can 

kit out, the more chance we will 
have of growing the game even 
further and creating a bright 
future for Scottish Rugby.

‘Scottish Rugby is on a mas-
sive high at the moment, we’ve 
got a massive pool of players, 
we’ve got a real strong strength 
and depth at the moment and 
it’s positive for the fans.”

Lance Bradley, MD of Mit-
subishi Motors, added: ‘We 
are very proud to continue our 
commitment to supporting 
grassroots Scottish Rugby.

‘The new Kit 4 Clubs scheme 
will give rugby clubs and 
schools across Scotland access 
to the latest playing kit and 
equipment, which we believe is 
crucial to increasing participa-
tion in the game and developing 
a strong future for Scottish 
Rugby.’

For more information visit 
http://www.mitsubishi-cars.
co.uk/rugby/scotland/kit4clubs/

Hamish Watson at the launch of Mitsubishi Motors
Kit 4 Club scheme.

Kit 4 Club rugby initiative launched
Rugby

OBAN Lorne took on table-
topping Allan Glen’s at 
Glencruitten on Saturday 
with the home team hoping to 

FOR THE opening fixture 
of the BT Women’s National 
League 2, an uncharacteristi-
cally bright and sunny day in 
Oban saw visitors Aberdeen-
shire Quines take on an impres-
sively strong Oban ladies squad. 
Having struggled for players in 
the past, the team has recently 
had a great recruitment drive, 
and took to the field with 21 
players on the team sheet. 

The ladies started the match 
on the front foot, with retired 
captain Camilla Leslie opening 
the scoring after just five min-
utes.

The Green Army were 
dominant from the off, playing 
impressive attacking and de-
fensive lines, and particularly 
making use of quick offloads 
to supporting runners, as they 
have been concentrating on in 
training.

Another heavy home defeat 
for the Green Machine 

make amends for last week’s 
thumping 106-13 loss away to 
Kilmarnock.

Daniel Broderick, Jack 
Baxter, Roddy Morrison and 
Steven Parr were welcomed 
into the team on Saturday. 

Coach Corrie Louw will 
be without powerful winger 
Calum MacLachlan for the 
remainder of the season with 
the player requiring surgery for 
an ongoing knee injury.

Allan Glen’s made a storming 
start to the game running in 
three unanswered tries in the 
opening five minutes to race 
into a 19-0 lead. It would be 
an uphill task for the men in 
green from there as they were 
really struggling in defence 
with several missed or poorly 
attempted tackles, particularly 
in the middle of the park.

Despite looking promising in 
attack, Oban trailed 38-7 at the 

break, with a try from stand-off 
Iwan Rhys Roberts all the team 
had to show from their first-
half performance.

Oban did make improvements 
in the second half but still fell 
to a heavy 70-14 scoreline with 
centre Tom Harrison scoring 
the home team’s second try of 
the day.

With another heavy defeat 
Oban Lorne were left frustrat-
ed with their efforts but knew 
they had made slight improve-
ments from last week’s loss.

The task does not get any eas-
ier for Oban Lorne with a long 
trip away to mid-table Annan 
this Saturday. Kick off 3pm 
at Violetbank. Oban Lorne’s 
next home game is on Saturday 
September 30 against fellow 
strugglers Irvine RFC.Corrie Louw.

Rugby

Oban rally driver steps up for 
Scottish Championship triumph
OBAN rally driver Shaun 
Sinclair took a well-deserved 
third overall on the recent 
Galloway Hills Rally, the final 
round of the ARR Craib MSA 
Scottish Rally Championship. 
That final podium spot was 
enough for Sinclair to win the 
Class 12 category in the overall 
championship for R5 and WRC 
specification cars against tough 
opposition all year.

The Sinclair Plant and Con-
tracting Ltd-backed driver and 
Welsh co-driver Jamie Edwards 
headed to the Castle Douglas-
based rally determined to end 
a strong season with an overall 
win. 

With a combination of second 
and third positions already in 
the bag this year, the duo made 
a strong start in their Subaru 
Impreza WRC run by McK-
instry Motorsport.

Setting the second fastest 
time on the first stage, the pair 
tried to stay with local favourite 
Jock Armstrong but he was in 
fine form on home soil.

Holding second place for the 
morning loop of stages, Sinclair 
and Edwards were eventually 

pipped to second position by 
newly crowned Scottish rally 
champions Euan Thorburn and 
Paul Beaton on the penultimate 
stage of the rally.

Ready to start the final stage, 
Sinclair engaged the Subaru’s 
‘launch control’ system to help 
the car speed away from the 
start line – but instead it failed 
and stalled the engine.

More than 20 seconds were 
lost getting away from the 
start line, costing the team 
any chance of second position 
overall. However, they did 
enough through the 11.85-mile 
Cairn Edward stage to take the 
third and final podium spot on 
the day by 12 seconds from the 
hard-charging Rory Young.

Following the champagne 
celebrations at the Threave 
Gardens finish on the Gallo-
way Hills Rally, Sinclair could 
reflect on a fine season up 
against some very tough and 
relentless opposition. He said: 
‘It’s a shame we couldn’t battle 
for the overall win on Galloway 
Hills in the end. We started well 
but Jock [Armstrong] made his 
local knowledge count here 

and we couldn’t stay with his 
pace on the day.

‘We were happy to finish third 
after a small problem on the 
last stage and, aside from that, 
the day was trouble free.  Being 
crowned Class 12 category 
champions for the season was 
a welcome bonus but our main 
goal was to win the overall title 
– so we didn’t quite get there 
this year. 

‘The rally sums up what has 
been a very good Scottish Rally 
Championship for us. We’ve 
been competitive throughout 
the season and on nearly every 
event we’ve had the ability to 
set fastest or top three stage 
times but keeping that momen-
tum going for the whole day is 
tough work.

‘I feel as though we have made 
good progress this year against 
very strong competitors who 
are pushing as hard as they can 
on every stage of every rally.  
We made a small mistake on 
the Border Counties Rally 
early in the season and that cost 
us dearly in the championship.  
We lost over 13 minutes by 
sliding into a ditch that day.  

After that we were fastest on 
nearly every stage of that rally 
– but it wasn’t enough to help 
us claim the lost time back and 
it cost us massively in terms of 
lost points. We’ve been playing 
catch up since then.

‘On the positive side, it has 
been great to do the season 
with Jamie. He’s new to the 
Scottish Rally Championship 
this year but we have formed 
a strong partnership. He’s a 
fierce competitor and he wants 
to win as much as I do – so we 
are both keen to make the ex-
perience gained this year count 
for more in 2018.’

Shaun and Jamie would like 
to thank all the team at McK-
instry Motorsport in Northern 
Ireland for their efforts in pro-
viding an excellent and reliable 
Subaru Impreza WRC for the 
season.

The team will now have a 
well-earned break to reflect 
on a hard-fought season before 
confirming their plans for 2018.

Rallying

Shaun Sinclair and co-driver Jamie Edwards in action. Photo: MSA Scottish Rally Championship

Impressive display from Lorne Ladies

helped the team make great 
headway in every match.

New player Cringles had a 
great first day of games too and 
for all players alike this positive 
start will help to settle any 
nerves going into the upcoming 
season.

Oban chalked up a total 
of 167 points with no points 
conceded during the whole day, 
which speaks volumes as to the 
amount of effort that has gone 
into pre-season training and 
shows that they have started as 
they mean to go on.

The BT Women’s National 
League 2 season started on 
Sunday at Glencruitten against 
Aberdeenshire Quines, 
2pm kick off, where the ladies 
continued with this positive 
momentum.

The girls train on a Tuesday 
and Thursday at the Oban 
rugby pitches, Glencruitten 
from 6-7pm with everyone 
welcome, and no prior experi-
ence necessary.

Aberdeen responded well 
initially, fighting back to claim 
a majority of the possession 
for the next five minutes, but 
this was to prove too difficult 
for them to sustain and fly-half 
Lucy Stewart, Oban’s kicker, 
added to her initial conversion 
with a further try.

Outside centre Kirsty Sinclair 
then extended the lead with a 
score directly under the posts, 
once again converted by Stew-
art.

After only 25 minutes of play, 
the ladies secured their fourth 
try of the match, this time with 
some great individual play by 
newcomer, inside centre Erika 
Skofca. Recruited from Italy, 
the ‘Italian express’ bulldozed 
through tackles, sprinting from 
the halfway line to score under 
the posts.

The forwards continued to 
demonstrate their impressive 
strength, shrugging off tackles 
left, right and centre, with Oban 
prop Georgia Mitchell taking 

the score to 31-0 in almost as 
many minutes.

Play was slowed by a spate 
of Aberdeen injuries, but 
there was just time before the 
half-time whistle for a further 
try, this time a result of great 
handling by the backline to the 
right wing, allowing Stewart a 
second try, with great support-
ing running by winger Ellen 
Barlow. 

As the second half began, 
Barlow was this time rewarded 
with a try herself after a great 
display of speed up the wing 
and round the defensive line to 
score between the posts once 
again. Perhaps inspired by this 
breakaway, Oban prop Ellie 
MacNiven put stereotypes 
to bed, once again running 
alone up half the pitch before a 
skilful offload to Leslie for her 
second try.

Handling skill levels were 
impressive throughout the 
match, especially considering 
this was the first fixture of the 

season with new players taking 
to the pitch. 

Sinclair was afforded her 
second try right under the 
posts, making it an easy job for 
Stewart to knock up another 
two points on the score board, 
taking the score to 59-0 with 20 
minutes to go. Barlow scored 
her second try, very quickly 
followed by an opening try for 
fullback Selina Keppie, to take 
the score to 73-0.

Impressively, Leslie then 
secured her hat-trick for the 
match, demonstrating her 
wealth of experience and 
knowledge of the game. Skofca 
lived up to her reputation once 
more to score with multiple 
Aberdeen players hanging off 
her after a great run and nifty 
pop by Sinclair.

In the closing minutes of the 
game Oban did not let their 
guard down for a second, 
fighting right to the end and 
entertaining the large home 
crowd up until the final whistle.

Captain Laura MacCormick 
secured the final try of the 
match after an impressive run 
by flanker Rebecca Sims.

Both captain MacCormick 
and vice-captain Ailsa Mac-
Lachlan led by example 
throughout the game.

The team would like to con-
gratulate Samara Croft and 
Hannah Cringles on their first 
15-a-side game. These players, 
alongside all the returning 
players, are a credit to coach 
Corrie Louw, whose tireless 
efforts during pre-season were 
clear to see on the pitch.

The ladies travel to Ardrossan 
for their first away fixture this 
Sunday, with their next home 
game on Sunday October 8 at 
Glencruitten rugby pitch, 2pm 
against Grangemouth Women.

The squad train on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 6-7pm, when all 
are welcome.

Women’s rugby

Oban Lorne Ladies celebrate their big win last Sunday.

A scrum during last weekend’s match.
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Golf news

Spean Bridge

Glencruitten

Golf

Tarbert

First competitive match for 
Oban men’s hockey team
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Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2550
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

L Dunn
Catalina Avenue
Oban

K Sweeney
Peebles Place
Fort William

Pictured are some of the players at the Dalmaly Ladies’ Open with Belle Robertson (seventh from the right).

FORTY-FIVE players from 16 
clubs enjoyed surprisingly love-
ly weather at the Dalmally Golf 
Club Ladies’ Open on Saturday 
September 16. 
 Lady captain Ann Colthart 
was delighted to extend a warm 
welcome to everyone, including 
long-time friend of the club and 
former British ladies’ amateur 
champion, Belle Robertson 
MBE.
 Belle represented Great Brit-
ain and Ireland in the Curtis 
Cup on nine occasions, twice 
as non-playing captain. Belle’s 
home course is Troon Bentinck 
Ladies, but her career started 
in Kintyre at Dunaverty Golf 
Club.   

The course was in good condi-

tion with Ms Robertson stating 
that the greens were as good as 
any she had been on locally, a 
testament to the hard work of 
the greenkeeping team.

Evidence of the good atmos-
phere and hospitality came 
from Clydebank and District 
member Jenny Gough, who 
commented: ‘We just come for 
the food but the golf was pretty 
good too.’

Results: 1 Donna Campbell, 
Isle of Seil, 39pts; 2 Barbara 
Robertson, Dumbarton, 38pts;
3 Mary Phillips, Isle of Seil, 
37pts; 4 Janet Buchanan, 
Dalmally, 35pts (bih); 5 Jenny 
Gough,  Clydebank and 
District, 35pts;  6 Irene Orr, 
Douglas Park, 34pts (bih).

 Best Dalmally lady – Janet 
Buchanan; best outward nine 
(silver) – Alison Livingstone, 
Dalmally, 18pts; best outward 
nine (bronze) – Ann Munro, 
Dalmally 19pts; best inward 
nine (silver) – Moira MacLeod,  
Milngavie, 18pts; best inward 
nine  (bronze) –  Dorothy Gil-
mour, Hilton Park, 21pts.
 Nearest the pin (silver) – Liz 
MacLean, Dumbarton; nearest 
the pin (bronze) – Barbara 
Robertson, Dumbarton.

Mystery holes (silver) –  Chris-
tine Cameron,  Glencruitten; 
mystery holes (bronze) – Mary 
Plunkett,  Glencruitten.

Former Curtis Cup player takes
part in Dalmally Ladies’ Open

OBAN Men’s Hockey Club 
played their first competitive 
match on Saturday and secured 
a 4-3 win over Ayr.

Before this match, the Oban 
side had only played friendly 
mixed hockey, so there was a 
‘degree of uncertainty’ in the 
‘Ayr’.

‘We needn’t have worried as 
the team started the match on 
the front foot,’ Duncan LeMay 
of Oban Hockey Club said.

Oban took the lead early on 
with a goal from Zeph Petit.

‘The opening 20 minutes wit-
nessed some excellent hockey 
from Oban,’ Duncan added. 
‘Excellent passing and energy 
saw a number of goal-scoring 
opportunities, however the Ayr 
goalkeeper was excellent in 
denying all our efforts.

‘As the half progressed Ayr 
gained in confidence and the 
balance of play seemed to 
change so that there was little 
to tell between the teams.

‘However, shortly before half 
time Zeph doubled his, and the 
team’s, tally meaning there was 

a positive air during the half-
time team talk.’

Oban started the second half 
as they had started the first – 
with an early goal. Ali Burton, 
team captain, tucked the ball 
away from close range.

Ayr continued to plug away 
and managed to reduce the 
deficit when they scored a 
couple of goals.

The close scoreline was short-
lived as Oban’s Jake Sanders 
played his part in securing his 
side’s first league win when he 
fired home the fourth goal.

‘Then followed a bizarre in-
cident in the Oban D,’ Duncan 
said. ‘As a result of an attacking 
move, an Oban player was left 
prostrate on the goal line. The 
umpire awarded a penalty 
stroke.

Andy Head in the Oban goal 
got close, but not close enough, 
meaning there was again only 
one goal in it.’

Oban managed to hold on to 
their lead and secured their 
first competitive victory.

Their next game will be away 
to Dumfries.

Oban team captain Ali Burton heads for goal. 

The Oban team pictured before last Saturday’s win over Ayr.

Hockey

ON SATURDAY September 
16, Oban Bowling Club held 
the ever popular Duncan 
Campbell Memorial nominat-
ed pairs event. The entry of 20 
teams ensured a closely fought 
battle for the  trophy.

Through to the final were 
Sandy Carr and Kirsty Gargan, 
who had to settle for the 
runners-up spot this time with 
victory going to John MacLar-
en and brother David.

The trophy was presented to 
this year’s winners by Duncan 
Campbell’s daughter Morven 
McLeod.

Bowls

MacLarens keep
it in the family

JOHN Plunkett and Scott 
MacLennan won the Dennis 
Cathro Pairs Competition 
at Glencruitten on Saturday 
with a net score of 54. Colin 
Campbell and Scott Jordan 
were second with a score of 
55 and Duncan Forgrieve and 
Jamie Forgrieve were third 
with a score of 58.

On Saturday a four-man 
scramble takes place followed 
by the Bothy Open the 
following Saturday.

BEAUTIFUL overhead 
conditions greeted golfers 
competing for the James 
Johnson Cup at Tarbert 
recently.
 James was a member at 
Tarbert Golf Club many years 
ago before emigrating to 
Australia, where he continued 
to play golf and meet regularly 
with fellow Tarbert men and 
women.

After James’s death, his 
brother Dan put up the James 
Johnson Cup, to be played for 
by the over-50s of the club.

This year’s winner was Steve 
Bleasby with a score of 76-14, 
for a net 62. In second place 
was Bruce MacNab who had 
a gross 69-5 for a net 64 with 
Iain Macalister third on net 
65. 

THE SPEAN Bridge Senior 
Open, which was due to be 
held in September but ended 
up postponed because of 
heavy rain, will  now to be held 
on October 1.

This competition is open to 
both ladies and men and the 
minimum qualifying age is 55. 
There will be two age groups: 
55-64, and 65 and over. The 
entry fee is £10.

Two time blocks for tee-time: 
8.24-10am and 12.24-2pm.

The overall winner will 
receive the Langan and Smith 
Shield, and in both the 55-64 
group and the 65 and over 
group, there will be voucher 
prizes for first, second and 
third, and other prizes.

To book a tee-time, tele-
phone 01397 712445.
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Lochside Rovers win Sutherland 
Cup after a wait of 20 years

Lochside’s Craig Easton holds o�  Kingussie’s Liam Borthwick.

The victorious Lochside Rovers team. Photographs: Neil Paterson.

Lochside Rovers’ captain Michael McQueen lifts the Sutherland Cup.

LOCHSIDE Rovers won the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup, Newtonmore’s second 
team secured the Marine 
Harvest North Division 1 title 
and Kyles Athletic returned to 
the top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership following the shinty 
action on Saturday September 
16.

Aberdein 
Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
Final
Lochside Rovers 3
Kingussie 1 
Lochside Rovers lifted the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup thanks to a 3-1 win over 
Kingussie’s second team in a 
3pm throw-up at An Aird.

Daniel Sloss returned to the 
Lochside Rovers side following 
suspension.

Kingussie fielded a young side 
with Kevin Thain and Rory 
Fraser both on the bench. 

A big crowd gathered for this 
match and there was a moment 
of drama on five minutes when 
Lochside thought they had tak-
en the lead. However the goal 
judge correctly signalled that 
Craig MacDougall’s effort had 
entered the goal through a hole 
in the side-netting.

MacDougall was not to be 
denied though and he put the 
Oban side ahead on 12 minutes 
with a low shot into the net.

At the other end, the Lochside 
defence of Stephen Sloss, Craig 
Easton, Daniel Sloss and the 
outstanding Chrissy MacMillan 
kept the talented Kingussie 
forwards in check, limiting them 
to very few chances.

Lochside created several good 
opportunities in the first half 
but were denied by the excellent 
Robert Shiells in the Kingussie 
goal. 

Lochside lost the services of 
Daniel MacCuish with an injury 
and he was replaced by Neil 
MacFarlane.

Lewis Buchanan doubled 
Lochside’s lead following a 
rehearsed free-hit routine on 
63 minutes. Buchanan’s short 
swing from just outside the ‘D’ 
fired the ball into the top corner 
of the net. 

Kingussie substitute Kevin 
Thain punished a rare Lochside 
defensive slip on 71 minutes, 
shortly after coming on, and his 
half swing sent the ball into the 
top corner of the net to make it 
2-1. 

Kingussie went all out for a lev-
eller but the Lochside defence 
stayed firm. 

Lochside substitute Ruaridh 
Horne sealed the win on 82 min-

utes. Horne, at the back post, 
ran away from the goal following 
a corner and his half-volley flew 
into the net to make it 3-1. 

Lochside were well worth the 
win with Chrissy MacMillan 
dominant at the back and 
Michael MacQueen, who was 
influential in midfield, was pre-
sented with the trophy in front 
of a large Oban support. 

This was Lochside Rovers’ first 
national success for 20 years 
when they last won the Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup. 
Remarkably, Stephen Sloss, now 
playing along-side his son Daniel 
Sloss, was also a member of that 
side and his return to the ranks 
this season, after a nine-year 
absence, has been a contributing 
factor in Lochside’s success. 

Iain Kennedy was the match 
referee and he handled the game 
well. 

With second-placed Aberdour 
losing to Ballachulish, Lochside 
Rovers can now clinch the 
Marine Harvest South Division 
1 title if they beat Aberdour at 
Silversands this Saturday. 

Speaking after the final, Loch-
side Rovers manager Gareth 
Evans said: ‘It was our day. We 
knew we had a chance if every-
one showed up and they did. 
Everyone played really well and, 
as well as the goals, we created 
several other chances with their 
keeper making some great saves.

‘We were well aware how well 
Kingussie came back after going 
behind to Newtonmore in the 
semi-finals, so we had to be on 
our toes throughout the game. 
Our defence was magnificent 
whenever Kingussie came at us, 
as was Michael MacQueen at 
centre, giving us a solid base to 
build on. 

‘It was particularly pleasing 
when a free-hit routine we 
worked on at training during the 
week came off for our second 
goal when Lewis Buchanan 
scored.

‘We will stay focused though 
and I want more of the same as 
we have another huge game this 
week and the chance to get our 
hands on the league trophy if 
we beat our nearest challengers 
Aberdour.’ 

Oban Camanachd’s under-17 
team, who have already won the 
McQuiston Cup, travelled to 
Ballachulish on Tuesday night 
to play Fort William in the 
semi-final of the London Shield. 
The winners will play either 
Kingussie or Skye in the final.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kinlochshiel 2
Glenurquhart 2 
The Marine Harvest Premier-
ship title race took another twist 

as Kinlochshiel dropped a point, 
drawing 2-2 with relegation 
threatened Glenurquhart. 

This was Kinlochshiel’s home 
match but, when Kirkton failed 
a Friday evening pitch inspec-
tion, the match was switched to 
Lovat’s Balgate pitch.

Kinlochshiel’s Scott MacLean 
returned from suspension and 
started on the bench. Jordan 
Fraser took to the field at full 
forward.

Glenurquhart’s John Barr 
was back after serving a three- 
match suspension and joined 
Finlay Robertson, Ally MacK-
intosh and Connor Golabek in 
defence. Callum Smith started 
in midfield, whilst Lachie Smith 
remained banned.

This was Glenurquhart’s final 
match of the season and they 
were determined to take some-
thing from the game to ease 
their relegation fears. 

James MacPherson put Gle-
nurquhart ahead on 11 minutes 
with his first touch of the game. 
The former Lovat player, play-
ing towards the houses on his 
former home pitch, struck a blis-
tering 30-yard shot which keeper 
Scott Kennedy got his club to, 
but the sheer power of the shot 
took the ball into the net. It was 
a great finish and just the start 
to that game Glenurquhart were 
looking for. 

Things got even better for Gle-
nurquhart three minutes later 
when James MacPherson, this 
time with his second touch of the 
match, took the ball past marker 
Paul MacRae. MacPherson ran 
in on goal with full-back Mac-
Rae in chase. The Glenurquhart 
marksman took a clever touch 
to take the ball away to his left, 
giving himself enough space to 
send a back-hand shot into the 
net to make it 2-0. 

Keith MacRae has been 
such an important player for 
Kinlochshiel this season and he 
made it 2-1 on 24 minutes. Ally 
MacKintosh’s clearance out of 
the Glenurquhart defence fell 
for MacRae and he ran in on 
goal before calmly slipping the 
ball past keeper Stuart MacK-
intosh.

Another powerful James 
MacPherson shot on 38 minutes, 
from the clubhouse side of the 
park, looked goal-bound but 
the ball took a nick off Paul 
MacRae’s stick and went out of 
play for a corner. 

Kinlochshiel had a chance to 
draw level three minutes after 
the re-start through John Mac-
Rae at the edge of the ‘D’ but he 
sent the ball wide of goal. 

Johnston Gill’s side got back on 
level terms on 54 minutes. The 
ball was played into the Glenur-
quhart ‘D’ where Ally MacK-
intosh was penalised and, with 
the goal judge flagging, referee 
Martin MacLean pointed to the 
penalty spot. Jordan Fraser 
struck a powerful penalty and 
although Stuart MacKintosh got 
his chest to the ball, it spun high 
into the roof of the net. 

Glenurquhart had to re-jig 
their side on the hour when 
defender Finlay Robertson fell 
awkwardly, landing on his hand 
and was unable to continue. 
Callum Miller came on in attack 
and Fraser Heath dropped back 
into defence.  

Kinlochshiel applied intense 
pressure on the Glenurquhart 
goal during the second half, so 
much so that Kinlochshiel keep-
er Scott Kennedy was a virtual 
spectator. 

Kinlochshiel introduced 
Fraser MacVicar for John 
MacRae and he spurned a good 
opportunity to net a winner. 

Scott MacLean also came on 
in a bid to stretch the Glenur-
quhart defence, but the west 
coast side were unable to breach 
a tight Glenurquhart back-line. 

For all their pressure, there 
was almost a sting in the tail for 
Kinlochshiel late in the match. 
James MacPherson played the 
ball into the corner where Cal-
lum Miller gathered possession. 
Miller was unable to pick out 
an unmarked MacPherson with 
a return pass though and the 
chance was gone.   

The previous weekend, Iain 
MacLeod’s Glenurquhart side 
drew with bottom side Glasgow 
Mid Argyll and, just seven days 
later, they had taken a point off 
the pre-match league leaders. 

Glenurquhart’s point was 
mainly down to an excellent 
defensive performance with Ally 
MacKintosh outstanding and 
Connor Golabek also catching 
the eye. James MacPherson’s 
double gave them something to 
hang onto and whilst they are 
not arithmetically safe from the 
drop, it would take an unlikely 
series of results to put them 
under pressure. 

Glenurquhart have completed 
their season on 10 points and 
must now wait to see if two sides 
from Lochaber, Kilmallie or 
Glasgow Mid Argyll can over-
take them. 

Kinlochshiel were nervy at 
times but still have the title 
destination in their own hands. 
They now have a crucial match 
against Kyles Athletic at Kirk-

ton this week to look forward to. 
It’s a game which will go a long 
way to determine the outcome 
of one of the most exciting top 
flight title races in recent years. 

Kyles Athletic 1
Newtonmore 0 
Kyles Athletic took advantage of 
Kinlochshiel’s slip-up by beating 
Newtonmore 1-0. 

It became clear earlier in the 
week that Kyles’ Tighnabruaich 
pitch would not be playable so, 
with no fixtures in Oban, the 
match was switched to Moss-
field.

Kyles were still without the 
injured Callum Miller, whilst 
Roddy MacDonald started a 
two-match suspension. Martin 
MacFadyen was also missing. 

With the league out of their 
reach, Newtonmore’s focus is on 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup Final against Lovat on 
Saturday September 30 and 
they travelled south without 
Glen MacKintosh and David 
MacLean. Paul MacArthur 
started in midfield along-side 
Michael Russell who returned 
from suspension. Jamie Robin-
son was also given game-time 
and captain Rory Kennedy was 
in attendance but remained out 
through injury. Steven MacDon-
ald lined up for Newtonmore 
but he will miss their next two 
matches, including the Cama-
nachd Cup Final, as his booking 
a week earlier against Kin-
lochshiel takes him through the 
disciplinary points threshold.

The only goal of the game 

came following a corner on 43 
minutes. Four players tussled 
for the ball which bounced away 
to the side, around the penalty 
spot, where Sandy MacKenzie 
reacted first and fired a waist-
high shot to keeper Norman 
Campbell’s right, into the net. 

Newtonmore had chances in 
what was a largely uneventful 
match and they were disappoint-
ed not to take something from 
the game. 

Kyles’ defender Donald Irvine 
came off injured, which will be 
a concern to manager James 
Perlich.

Kyles are now tied on points 
at the top with Kinlochshiel but 
have a five-goal advantage. 

The sides are scheduled to 
meet in what should be a terrific 
encounter at Kirkton this Satur-
day.

Kyles complete their season 
at home to Glasgow Mid Argyll 
whilst Kinlochshiel will travel to 
Oban Camanachd in their final 
match.  

The title race is simply too 
close to call. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 2 
Lovat 3 
Lovat saw off a Glasgow Mid 
Argyll fight-back to win 3-2 at 
Yoker.

GMA were without Ewen Mur-
ray but were otherwise along 
usual lines. Full-back Ryan 
Harrison was free to play but 
will miss this Saturday’s match 
against Oban Camanachd as his 
booking against Glenurquhart 
the previous Saturday takes him 

through the disciplinary points 
threshold.  

Greg Matheson and Martin 
Mainland started on the Lovat 
bench alongside Bailey MacK-
ay, whilst Thomas Fraser was 
promoted from the reserves and 
played the full 90 minutes in 
defence. Craig Mainland didn’t 
play. Daniel Grieve returned to 
the starting line-up despite be-
ing a booking away from missing 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup Final against Newtonmore, 
although he was withdrawn late 
in the game. 

Lovat took the lead on 24 min-
utes when Danny Kelly crossed 
from out near the corner flag 
and Marc MacLachlan took the 
ball down around the penalty 
spot area before smashing the 
ball high into the net. 

A low, powerful Danny Kelly 
shot from around the penalty 
spot on the stroke of half time 
went into the bottom-left corner 
of the net to make it 2-0 at the 
break. 

Calum Mclay got GMA back 
into it 10 minutes into the sec-
ond half. Seb MacMillan cut the 
ball back from a wide position 
and Mclay got to the ball at the 
front post with his back to goal 
and turned and hit a strike into 
the bottom corner of the net.

The hosts drew level on 65 
minutes when Jamie McFadyen 
got on the end of a ball played to 
the edge of the box and ran into 
the ‘D’, rounded keeper Stuart 
MacDonald and tapped the ball 
into the empty net to make it 
2-2.
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday September 16
Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup Final
Lochside Rov 3 v 1 Kingussie

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glasgow MA 2  v 3 Lovat 
Kilmallie P v P Oban Caman
To be rescheduled
Kinlochshiel 2 v 2 Glenurquhart
Kyles Ath 1 v 0 Newtonmore

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Skye 3 v 0 Inveraray 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly 4 v 1 Glenurquhart  
New’more 6 v 2 Aberdeen Uni

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish 3 v 2 Aberdour
Col Glen 0 v 1 Kilmory 
Tayforth P v P Glenorchy
Glenorchy unable to field a 
team, to be rescheduled 
Bute P v P Taynuilt
Unplayable field.  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Glengarry 5 v 3 Strathspey  
Boleskine 0 v 3 Inverness 
Kilmallie 5 v 0 Lovat 
Lochaber 12 v 0 Lewis 
Lochcarron 0 v 4 Caberfeidh
 
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P v P Glasgow Mid Argyll
Unplayable field
Dunoon v Oban Lorn
Unplayable field

Two of the older players in the cup � nal, Lochside’s Stephen Sloss and Kingussie’s Kevin Thain, tussle 
for the ball. Stephen was a member of the Lochside team which last won the cup 20 years ago. 

Lovat boss Fraser Gallacher 
risked Greg Matheson and 
Martin Mainland, both walking 
a suspension tight-rope ahead of 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup Final, with the duo coming 
off the bench with 20 minutes to 
go. 

Captain Matheson was 
involved in the winning goal 
which came with just 12 minutes 
left when he got on the end of a 
long ball from Danny Kelly and 
played in Marc MacLachlan 
one-on-one with keeper Robert 
Dunnings. MacLachlan showed 
great composure as he slotted 
the ball past the goalie for his 
second goal of the afternoon 
which made it 3-2.

The games are running out for 
GMA. Their final two matches 
are away to Oban Camanachd 
and Kyles Athletic so a return 
to the Marine Harvest National 
Division looks likely.

Lovat have now won five 
games in a row and they host 
Kingussie in the league this 
Saturday ahead of the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup Final 
against Newtonmore at the end 
of the month.   

Kilmallie P
Oban Camanachd P 
The match between Kilmallie 
and Oban Camanachd was 
postponed to allow the Oban 
Camanachd players to watch 
their reserve side Lochside Rov-
ers in the Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup Final against 
the Kingussie second team. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Skye Camanachd 3
Inveraray 0 
Skye Camanachd were present-
ed with the Marine Harvest Na-
tional Division trophy following 
their 3-0 win over Inveraray at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye remained without the in-
jured Jordan Murchison, whilst 
Ryan Morrison took over from 
Iain MacLeod in goal. MacLeod 
will miss the remainder of the 
season, including the chance to 
again represent Scotland at U21 
level, through work commit-
ments.

Inveraray travelled north with-
out the experience of Nicholas 
Crawford, Douglas Dando and 
Ally MacDonald. 

There were chances at both 
ends with Skye’s Iain MacLellan 
and Will Cowie both shooting 
wide, whilst Inveraray’s Lewis 
Montgomery sent a strike over 
the junction between post and 
bar. 

Will Cowie gave Skye the lead 
on 37 minutes when he rocketed 
the ball home from a tight angle 
on the Skye left following good 
lead-up play from Iain MacLel-
lan. 

Inveraray player/manager Ru-
araidh Graham switched Allan 
MacDonald from defence to 
attack at the interval.  

Young Ruaraidh Graham went 
close for Inveraray four minutes 
after the re-start before Skye 
started to turn on the style. 

A Danny Morrison shot rose 
over the top and Inveraray goal-
ie Scott MacLachlan saved well 
from Iain MacLellan.

MacLachlan made another 
good stop to keep out a Danny 
Morrison strike on 73 minutes 
but, this time, Iain MacLellan 
gathered the rebound to score. 

Skye goalie Ryan Morrison 
had to be alert, using his hand 
to keep out a dropping Lewis 
Montgomery effort before play-
ing the ball out for a corner. 

Inveraray now had to absorb 
a lot of Skye pressure and Ally 
Munro had a fine game in their 
defence. 

James Pringle made it 3-0 five 
minutes from time when he took 
down a Kenny Campbell ball 
from the left before shooting low 
into the net.

There was still time from Scott 
MacLachlan to make an excel-
lent save to his right to deny Will 
Cowie a second. 

With Camanachd Association 
president-elect Keith Loades in 
attendance, John Angus Gillies 
from sponsors Marine Harvest 
presented the Marine Harvest 
National Division trophy to 
Skye captain Kenny Campbell.    

The sides also played for the 
Thomas Ferguson Memorial 
Cup which was presented to 
Skye captain Kenny Campbell 
by Sammy Gordon, who was a 
team mate of Thomas Fergu-
sons. 

A commanding performance 
in the Skye defence meant Neil 
MacVicar was a deserved win-
ner of the Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Shield for man of the match.   

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 6
Aberdeen University 2 
League leaders Newtonmore 
seconds retained the Marine 
Harvest North Division 1 title, 
beating second-placed Aberdein 
University 6-2 at The Eilan.

The students hit the front on 
14 minutes through Ewan Fraser 
but Newtonmore responded im-
mediately with John MacKenzie 
scoring a minute later. 

The goal rush came in the 
second half. 

Calum Stewart put Newton-
more in front for the first time 
in the match on 55 minutes and 
the same player made it 3-1 on 
58 minutes. 

Gregor Cushnie made it 3-2 a 
minute later, but there was to be 
no come-back.

Drew MacDonald, on his re-
turn from injury, added a fourth 
Newtonmore goal on 67 minutes 
and John MacKenzie completed 
his hat-trick on 68 and 84 min-
utes to make the final score 6-2 
and secure another league win 
for Cammy MacDonald’s side. 

Beauly 4
Glenurquhart 1 
The Beauly reserves beat the 
Glenurquhart reserves 4-1 at 
Braeview Park.

Ross Forbes on 27 minutes and 
Peter Dickson on 31 minutes had 
Beauly two goals to the good at 
the break. 

Ross Forbes got his second to 
make it 3-0 on 56 minutes and 
Sean Stewart added a fourth on 
63 minutes. 

There was some consolation 
for Glenurquhart when Davie 
Stewart netted 10 minutes from 
time. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Ballachulish 3
Aberdour 2 
Aberdour missed a chance to 
close the gap on leaders Loch-
side Rovers when they lost 3-2 to 
Ballachulish at Jubilee Park.

Ballachulish, with David Grant 
back in their side, took the lead 
through Lorne Brown on 23 
minutes. 

Duncan MacDonald made 
it 2-0 on 27 minutes, although 
Roddy MacColl pulled a goal 
back with six first half minutes 
remaining.

Pat MacLean got what was to 
prove to be a crucial home goal 
on 52 minutes as David Mac-
Kenzie netted for the visitors a 
couple of minutes from time. 

The win lifts Ballachulish to 
seventh in the table. 

Col Glen 0 
Kilmory 1 
Kilmory edged out Col Glen 1-0 
in a match transferred to Otter 
Ferry. 

Alex Cunningham scored the 
only goal of a hard-fought match 
when he received the ball at the 
penalty spot and hit a low, hard 
shot through the home defence 
into the bottom right-hand cor-
ner of the net to give Kilmory 
both points.

The long grass on the pitch 
made it difficult for both sides 
to get a clean hit on the ball 
and dribbling with the ball was 
almost impossible. 

Tayforth P
Glenorchy P 
Glenorchy were unable to raise a 
team for their trip to Levenhall 
Links to play Tayforth.

The match will be rescheduled. 

Bute P
Taynuilt P 
The 3pm throw-up between Bute 
and Taynuilt was postponed as 
The Meadows was unplayable.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 5 
Strathspey Camanachd 3 
Glengarry bounced back from 
the previous week’s defeat to 
the Lochaber seconds when they 
defeated Strathspey Camanachd 
5-3 at Craigard. 

Nick Dalgety netted on three  
and 14 minutes, either side of 
Raymond Robertson’s tenth  
minute goal, to get Glengarry 
off to a great start.

Raymond Robertson got his 
second a minute after the re-
start and Nick Dalgety complet-
ed his hat-trick on 79 minutes. 

Strathspey, urged on by Fraser 
MacDonald, rallied though, 
netting three times in the final 
seven minutes. 

Matthew Davis pulled a goal 
back on 83 minutes, whilst Mack 
Gordon on 86 minutes and 
Struan Ross a minute from time, 
made the final score 5-3.

Glengarry stay four points 
ahead of the Lochaber seconds 
but have played a game more. 

Glengarry’s final two matches 
are away to the Kilmallie sec-
onds and at home to the Lovat 
seconds, both next month. Three 
points out of four will guarantee 
the title although their goal dif-
ference is such that two points 
would probably suffice. 

 
Lochaber 12
Lewis Camanachd 0 
The Lochaber seconds were too 
strong for Lewis Camanachd, 
running out 12-0 winners at 
Spean Bridge.

Youngster Max Campbell 
scored four times but his father 
Lachlan Campbell went one 
better with five goals. 

Keith Neville scored twice and 
Finlay MacDonald got the other. 

Lochcarron 0 
Caberfeidh 4 
The Caberfeidh reserves stay 
third after beating Lochcarron 
4-0.

This was Lochcarron’s home 
match but an unplayable pitch 
at Battery Park led to a venue 
switch to Castle Leod. 

Caberfeidh Jamie Matheson 
followed up the previous week’s 
hat-trick against Lewis Cama-
nachd by scoring all four goals. 

Kilmallie 5
Lovat 0 
The Kilmallie seconds go fourth 
in the league after beating the 
Lovat seconds 5-0 in their 3pm 
throw-up at Canal Parks.

Lewis Birrell grabbed a first 
half hat-trick with goals on 7, 19 
and 32 minutes to give Kilmallie 
a 3-0 interval lead.  Lewis Birrell 
capped a fine individual perfor-
mance with a fourth goal on 53 
minutes and Dean Williamson 
rounded off the 5-0 victory 
seven minutes from time. 

Boleskine 0
Inverness 3
The Inverness second team de-
feated Boleskine 3-0 in difficult 
weather conditions at Smith 
Park. 

A Stuart MacRae drive put the 
visitors ahead mid-way through 
the first half. 

Ewen MacKinnon made it 
2-0 with a great solo effort 10 
minutes before the break. 

Boleskine made a good start to 
the second half, but James Mac-
Kenzie, playing only his second 
game for the club, made it 3-0 
with his first goal for the side.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P 
The noon clash between the 
Bute and Glasgow Mid Argyll 
second teams was postponed on 
Thursday when it became clear 
The Meadows could not host 
two matches. 

Dunoon Camanachd P
Oban Lorn P 
The meeting between Dunoon 
Camanachd and Oban Lorn 
was postponed as The Dunoon 
Stadium pitch was unplayable.

WCA round-up
There were a number of Wom-
ens Camanachd Association 
fixtures over the weekend. 

 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Skye Camanachd W/O v
Lovat
Lovat were unable to raise a 
team for their meeting with Skye 
Camanachd at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree, so the islanders have 
been awarded the points.

Fort William P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Glasgow Mid Argyll were 
deducted a point after failing 
to raise a team for their game 
against Fort William at An Aird. 
The match will be re-scheduled.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glengarry 5
Inverness 0
Glengarry beat Inverness 5-0 in 
their 2pm throw up at Craigard.

Elaine Cameron and Leona 
Falconer both scored twice, 
whilst Joanne Gillanders got the 
other. 

Strathglass 2
Glenurquhart 4
Glenurquhart beat Strathglass 
4-2 in their noon derby at Can-
nich.

Cassie Dorrian and Charlotte 
Graham netted for the hosts, 
but a Ishbel Barr hat-trick and 
a Hazel Hunter strike gave the 
Glen victory.

Strathspey 0
Lochaber 0
Strathspey and the Lochaber 
second team drew 0-0 in their 
1pm throw-up at Grantown 
Grammar School.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Lorn Ladies v
Dunadd W/O
Lorn Ladies were unable to 
raise a team for their clash 
with Dunadd, so Dunadd were 
awarded the points.

WCA 2017 North v 
South clashes
The ladies North v South match-
es take place at Mossfield on 
Sunday September 24. 

The U21 encounter between 
the North and South throws-up 
at 1pm, while the senior match is 
a 3pm start. 

2017 Camanachd 
Association AGM
The Camanachd Association’s 
annual general meeting will 
take place at The West End 
Hotel, Fort William, on Friday 
November 24. 

The meeting starts at 7.30pm 
and voting members have been 
invited to submit proposed 
amendments to the memoran-
dum, the articles of association, 
the rules of play or any further 
proposals for consideration at 
the AGM.

Oban Celtic return 
to action
Oban Celtic will play their first 
match since Saturday August 5 
when they visit The Winterton 
to play Inveraray in the Marine 
Harvest National Division this 
Saturday.

Throw-up is at 2.30pm. Celtic’s 
Ross Macmillan is suspended 
whilst Inveraray’s Nicholas 
Crawford is an injury doubt.  

Inverness U14s 
win Ferguson 
Transport and 
Shipping Shield 
Inverness U14s won the Fer-
guson Transport & Shipping 
Shield at Spean Bridge on Sun-
day September 17.

With four squads taking part 

in the north round of fixtures, 
the action began at noon.  Inver-
ness, coached by Ewen MacKin-
non and James Munro, ran out 
winners after beating Lochaber 
6-0, Badenoch 2-0 and Skye & 
Wester Ross 2-1 with Caber-
feidh’s Finlay Coleman getting 
the winner. 

Inverness captain Finlay 
Ogilvie, who plays for Lovat, 
was presented with the winner’s 
shield by Stuart Callison from 
Ferguson Transport & Shipping 
who previously played in this 
tournament as a youth.

2017 Marine 
Harvest National 
Shinty Awards
The Camanachd Association, in 
partnership with Marine Har-
vest, has opened nominations 
for the 2017 Marine Harvest 
National Shinty Awards. 

The online nomination process 
allows the public to have their 
say by nominating candidates 
for the various categories. 

To vote please visit https://
www.shinty.com/awards/2017

All nominations will be put 
to the Camanachd Association 
Awards Committee which will 
choose the winners. An overall 
Player and Coach of the Year 
will be selected from the win-
ners of the respective league 
categories.

Nominations close at 5pm on 
Monday October 2. 

The winners will be an-
nounced at an awards ceremony 
in Inverness on Friday October, 
the evening before the Marine 
Harvest shinty/hurling interna-
tional.

Clubs invited 
to help expand 
Shinty Memories
Shinty clubs are being invited 
to a briefing meeting to find out 
more about the benefits of set-
ting up shinty memories groups 
in their communities. 

The Camanachd Association 
and Alzheimer Scotland are 
collaborating on a project which 
will see the sport’s archives and 
other resources used to help 
people with dementia or who are 
living with other circumstances 
requiring support. 

Memories Shinty Club, with its 
own Facebook and Twitter pres-
ence, has already been estab-
lished. Modelled on Alzheimer 
Scotland’s successful Football 
Memories project, which has 
proved to be successful as a 
therapeutic intervention, the 
plan to create sets of resources 
to be used to help people with 
dementia improve their recall, 
communication skills and boost 
self-esteem and confidence is 
well under way. 

The project team will offer 
training to support groups. 

Based at Hampden Park in 
Glasgow and managed by the 
Sports Heritage Scotland group, 
of which the Camanachd Asso-
ciation is a member, the project 
is currently preparing a series 
of 100 cards containing infor-
mation about players, venues, 
trophies and teams. 

The success with football has 
led to the development of this 
parallel project for shinty with 
its own space on the project 
website. 

The project team will develop 
further resources as the project 
develops and will be supported 
to produce Gaelic versions as 
well. 

Michael White, who is leading 
the project, will attend the first 
of the briefing meetings for 
shinty at Caberfeidh’s changing 
room and club in Strathpeffer at 
7.30pm on Wednesday Septem-
ber 20.

He will be accompanied by 
sports historian Hugh Dan Ma-
cLennan, resource manager for 
the project who is working with 
the Camanachd Association to 
establish a national archive for 
shinty. 

Invitations are being issued 
to clubs in the north area and 
within easy reach of Strathpeffer 
initially.

Saturday September 23
Marine Harvest Premiership
Oban Cam v Glasgow MA 
Robert Baxter
Lovat v Kingussie  
Martin MacLean - 3pm 
Kilmallie v Newtonmore  
Archie Ritchie - 3pm 
Kinlochshiel v Kyles Athletic 
John Angus Gillies 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Caberfeidh v Beauly  
Graham Cameron
Fort William v Inverness  
Lachie Wood - 3pm
Inveraray v Oban Celtic   
Ross Brown

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Aberdeen Uni v Beauly  
John Matheson
Fort William v Newtonmore 
Brian MacKay - noon
Glenurquhart v Kingussie  
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Lochside Rovers 
Willie MacDonald
Ballachulish v Tayforth  
Scott McNeil
Glenorchy v Kilmory  
Iain Kennedy
Taynuilt v Kyles Athletic 
John Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Kilmallie v Inverness   
Des McNulty - noon 
Lovat v  Caberfeidh   
John Matheson - noon
Strathspey v Lochaber   
Brian MacKay
Lochcarron v Lewis  
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute v Dunoon
Neil MacDonald
Inveraray v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Graham Fisher - 3pm
Strachur v Oban Lorn  
David Mitchell

All throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.
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Sport

Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

Oban Saints     9          
Cambusnethan Talbot    0             
West of Scotland Cup – 2nd Round

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 21, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 00.25 0.7 06.15 4.0 12.29 0.5 18.21 4.2
Fri 01.00 0.8 06.46 4.0 13.05 0.6 18.52 4.1
Sat 01.34 0.9 07.16 4.0 13.40 0.8 19.23 4.0
Sun 02.07 1.0 07.46 3.8 14.13 1.0 19.53 3.8
Mon 02.41 1.3 08.16 3.7 14.49 1.3 20.24 3.6
Tues 03.19 1.5 08.51 3.5 15.30 1.6 20.56 3.3
Wed 04.05 1.7 09.34 3.2 16.19 1.9 21.33 3.1             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

17 14

12

Thursday Sunshine and light showers
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.
Friday Sunny with heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 14ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 16ºC.

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

Youth Football

Cycling

LAST Saturday’s results: West 
of Scotland Cup, second round 
– Oban Saints 9, Cambusnethan 
Talbot Community 0; 
Lochgilphead Red Star 1 v 
Maryhill Thistle 5; Ochiltree 
Community v Tarbert, walkover 
to Ochiltree; Rhu 8, Dunoon 2. 
Premier Division One – Kings 
Park Rangers 3, Campbeltpown 
Pupils 1.
 The only SAFL fixture 
taking place this weekend is in 
Premier Division Two where 
Tarbert take on Duntocher.
All other teams have a free date 
due to the September holiday 
weekend.

LAST weekend’s results; 
Scottish Cup – Under 13s 6, 
Torrance 2 (after extra time). 
Kyle Cooper scored all six goals 
for Saints.
 Under 14s 1, Glentyan Thistle 
5. Saints’ scorer was Innes 
MacDonald.
 Clyde SOF 0, Under 15s 3. On 
target for Saints were Connor 
Moore (2) and Toby Macfarlane 
Barrow.
 Scottish Cup – Camelon 
Juniors 3, Under 16s 8. Scoring 
for Saints were Aidan MacPhee 
(5), Lennon Campbell, Aaron 
Mckay and Jude Bain.
 Under 17s, no game.
 Next weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s, no game; Under 14s, 
no game; Under 15s, no game; 
Under 16s v Scotstoun Athletic; 
Under 17s, no game. Craig MacEwan turns away after opening the scoring.

 Donald Campbell and Craig 
MacEwan celebrate Donald’s 

� rst goal.

Saints net nine as they hammer 
Cambusnethan

Craig MacEwan and Matthew Kelly congratulate Fraser MacFarlane on netting Saints’ fourth goal 
during the West of Scotland Cup tie against Cambusnethan Talbot at Glencruitten.

Match report and photos: Derek Black

Interested spectators at the game were former Saints stalwarts 
David MacLeod and ‘Pele’ MacCallum along with former

Thornliebank mid� eld maestro Jim McLeish.

Cyclists 
gear up 
for Oban 
Sportive
THE ROTARY Club of 
Oban, working in partnership 
with North Argyll Cycle Club 
(NACC), is to stage its fifth 
consecutive Sportive cycle chal-
lenge on Sunday to raise funds 
for local good causes.

The cycle challenge involves 
two country routes – the Loch 
Avich route extending to 52 
miles and the longer Kilmartin 
route at 84 miles – with each of-
fering different levels of climb.

The start and finish points are 
at the Atlantis Leisure Centre in 
Oban.

This year, however, a timed 
hill climb is to be included on 
the way back for both routes, 
from the junction at Taynuilt 
up the glen to the top of the 
hill. NACC is also holding its 
annual hill race up the road to 
Cruachan dam on the afternoon 
before the Sportive.

Entries are good with cyclists 
coming from Kinross, Berwick, 
Aviemore and London-based 
Rapha Cycling Club, and it is 
to be hoped that the weather on 
the day will reward the organis-
ers and the cyclists.

For more information visit 
www.obansportive.co.uk.

LAST  Saturday at Glencruitten 
Oban Saints eased past Cam-
busnethan Talbot Community to 
confirm their place in the draw 
for the third round of the West 
of Scotland Amateur Cup. Des-
pite a spirited performance the 
Strathclyde Saturday Morning 
Amateur Football League men 
from Wishaw were no match for 
a Saints side slowly clicking into 
gear after a sluggish start to the 
season.

Injured pair Paul Carmichael 
and Ally McKerracher dropped 
out of the squad along with Bar-
tosz Faron, who was working. 
Shaun MacIver returned after 
illness and Donald Campbell 
made his first appearance of 
the season after recovering 
from a groin strain picked up in 
pre-season.

Attacking the railway end in 
the first half, Saints started 
slowly but still managed to open 
the scoring in the sixth minute 
with their first meaningful 
attack. Willie Gemmell played 
the ball up to Scott Maitland on 
the left who was hauled down 
by Mark Preston. Gemmell’s 
free-kick from the just inside 
the touchline and level with 
the 18-yard line picked out an 
intelligent near-post run from 
Craig MacEwan who guided the 
ball past Robert Lofferty in the 
Camby goal and into the bottom 
corner.

Shaun MacIver and Camby 
central defender John Hill 
received a ticking off from Mr 
Litster for some pushing and 
shoving as the two battled for 
supremacy through the middle.

The D & K Lafferty-sponsored  
Oban side extended their lead in 
the 21st minute. 

Scott Maitland and Fraser 
MacFarlane linked up well on 
the left of the Camby box with 
MacFarlane’s lay off sending 
Maitland through on keeper 
Lofferty. From a tight angle, 

Maitland cut the ball back to 
Craig MacEwan, who found the 
the bottom corner beating Ryan 
Airth on the goalline.

With Keith Millar, Willie 
Gemmell and Myles McAuley 
controlling the midfield, the 
chances kept coming for Saints. 

Getting on the end of a Craig 
MacEwan lay-off from a Willie 
Gemmell pass, Matthew Kelly 
bombed forward on the right 
in the 24th minute and sent a 
shot across Robert Lofferty and 
inches wide of the big keeper’s 
right-hand post.

Willie Gemmell’s short free-
kick 60 seconds later presented 
Fraser MacFarlane with a 
shooting opportunity from 
25 yards which he gratefully 
accepted and was unlucky to see 
his deflected effort come back 
off the upright.

Another good lay-off from 
Fraser MacFarlane on the left 
sent Shaun MacIver in behind 
the Camby defence with the 
Saints’ centre forward drawing a 
good save from Robert Lofferty 
at his near post to keep out Mac-
Iver’s left-foot shot.

At the other end, the visitors 
made a rare foray forward and 
Stuart Brown fired off a decent 
shot from the corner of the 
Saints box which cannoned off 
Craig Campbell and behind 
for a corner. Graham Douglas 
showed good handling to gather 
Mark Preston’s corner kick 
under pressure from John Hill.

In the 34th minute, the sim-
mering feud between Shaun 
Mac Iver and John Hill threat-
ened to boil over but Mr Litster 
restored order and showed the 
yellow card to both players.

Mr Litster, who had a good 
game in his bright yellow kit, 
gave the benefit of another 
tight offside call to the visitors 
in the 37th minute, ruling Scott 
Maitland fractionally offside 
and halting another promising 
Saints move.

Camby’s Stuart Brown was 
presented with a 42nd minute 
chance to test Graham Douglas 
in the Saints goal after David 
McPhee had unfairly halted 
Mark Preston’s progress 28 
yards out. However, Brown’s 
left-foot effort curled harmlessly 
high and wide of Sugar’s right-
hand post.

Craig MacEwan notched his 
third goal of the afternoon on 
the stroke of half-time, beating 
the offside trap to get on the 
end of a well-weighted Willie 
Gemmell pass. With the Camby 
defence appealing in vain for 
another offside decision, MacE-
wan rounded keeper Lofferty on 
the 18-yard line and slotted the 
ball into the net past a last-ditch 
attempted clearance from John 
Hill.

Fraser MacFarlane was 
rewarded for a good all-round 
display with a goal just two 
minutes into the second half. 
The build-up this time came 
on the Saints right with Craig 
MacEwan, Myles McAuley and 
Matthew Kelly all heavily in-
volved. Kelly’s dinked cross was 

headed home by MacFarlane 
diving in at the back post to put 
the outcome of the tie beyond 
any lingering doubt.

Saints made their first change 
of the afternoon in the 55th 
minute when Craig Campbell 
made way for Steven MacLeod 
in a straight swap at centre back.

Robert Lofferty produced 
another fine save from Craig 
MacEwan in the 59th minute af-
ter the Saints captain had been 
played in by an excellent raking 
Willie Gemmell pass.

After 63 minutes Saints gaffer 
Alex Craik decided it was time 
to freshen things up a bit and 
made a triple substitution. Off 
went Willie Gemmell, Keith 
Millar and Shaun MacIver to be 
replaced by Donald Campbell, 
Daniel Croarkin and Craig Mac-
Millan. Donald took the centre 
forward role vacated by Shaun 
while Daniel and Craig took the 
full back berths with Matthew 
Kelly and Scott Maitland mov-
ing into midfield.

Saints eventually rediscovered 
their rhythm and in the 67th 
minute Scott Maitland picked 
out Craig MacEwan’s run on the 
right. Craig darted past Ryan 
Airth and crossed for Donald 
Campbell who held off the 
challenge of Peter Cambridge 
to slot past Robert Lofferty for 
goal number five.

Chances were now coming 
thick and fast as the tiring 
Camby defence struggled to 
cope with Saints’ movement. 
Scott Maitland fired a decent 
effort just over the cross bar 
before a give-and-go with Craig 
MacEwan opened up the visiting 
defence for Donald Campbell 
who saw his shot well saved by 
Robert Lofferty at his near post.

With 20 minutes remaining, 
Saints gaffer Alex Craik made 
his final change sending on 
David Smith to replace David 
McPhee at centre back. Smith 
was quickly involved with a 
well-timed challenge on Stuart 
Brown as he wriggled his way 
into the box on the Camby right.

Craig MacEwan rifled a right 
foot shot over the junction of 
post and bar before Donald 
Campbell notched a sixth goal 

for Saints in the 74th minute. 
Linking up with Scott Maitland 
Donald strode through the static 
Camby defence and slammed 
the ball past Robert Lofferty.

Scott Maitland was revelling 
in his midfield role and getting 
forward at every opportunity. 
The legs of Robert Lofferty 
denied Scott after he again 
broke through on the left with 
the big keeper, who put a brave 
fight des pite the scoreline, also 
making a smart save to cut out a 
Fraser MacFarlane cross intend-
ed for Donald Campbell.

There was nothing Lofferty 
could do to prevent Donald 
Campbell marking his come-
back with a hat-trick as Donald 
powered home an 81st-minute 
header from a Craig MacEwan 
cross from the right.

Saints regained possession 
straight from the restart and, 
in behind the defence once 
again, Scott Maitland must have 
realised it wasn’t to be his day in 
front of goal when he finally beat 
Lofferty only to see his effort hit 
the side netting.

Graham Douglas produced a 
moment of brilliance to keep his 
clean sheet intact back- pedalling 
and stretching up to stop an at-
tempted lob from Stuart Brown 
after the Camby striker had 
dispossessed David Smith.

A driving run into the box 
from Myles McAuley set up goal 
number eight in the 88th minute. 
After forcing his way past Craig 
Thomson and John Hill, Myles 

had only the goalkeeper to beat 
but unselfishly squared the ball 
to Craig MacEwan, teeing up 
the skipper for his fourth goal of 
the afternoon.

The ninth and final goal came 
in the 90th minute and owed 
much to the determination of 
young Craig MacMillan on the 
Saints left. Chasing down a 
Ryan Airth pass back, the Saints 
youngster refused to allow Rob-
ert Lofferty time on the ball and 
his hurried clearance fell at the 
feet of Craig MacEwan. Craig 
pushed into the Camby box and 
rounded the advancing keeper 
before lifting the ball from a 
tight angle over the retreating 
Ryan Airth and into the roof of 
the net to make the final score 
9-0.

Manager Alex Craik was de-
lighed with the performance of 
his team. He said: ‘Talbot weren’t 
the toughest of opponents but 
we did what we had to do and 
played some excellent football in 
the process.’

Saints have no game this Sat-
urday due to the September hol-
iday weekend but the manager 
has organised a full-scale train-
ing match for Saturday morning 
starting at 10am to keep the 
squad ticking over before they 
take on Airdrie side Plains 
Amateurs in the second round 
of the Scottish Cup on Saturday 
September 30. This game will 
be played at Glencruitten with a 
2pm kick-off. Referee in charge 
is Peter Kerr from Glasgow.

Football

Glut of goals for Craig MacEwan and
Donald Campbell sees Saints march 
into second round of the West Cup
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PROPOSALS to upgrade a fish farm on 
Loch Linnhe have been granted by The 
Highland Council despite a Lochaber 
councillor saying he was ‘deeply trou-
bled’ by the application after objections 
from local fishery bodies.

At a meeting of the south planning 
committee this week, members approved 
Marine Harvest’s proposals to upgrade 
salmon pens at its Gorsten Salmon Farm, 
near Ardgour. Marine Harvest plans to 
replace the existing 20 square salmon 
farming pens with 12 larger pens within 
an extended boundary on the loch.

The area planning manager reported 
‘there have been cages on the site since 
the mid 1980s, so they are an established 
element of the landscape’.

Lochaber District Salmon Fishery 
Board and Lochaber Fisheries Trust 

formally objected to the proposals over 
concerns of the high level of sea lice 
found on wild salmon in surrounding 
rivers.

At the meeting on Tuesday, Caol and 
Mallaig councillor Ben Thompson said: 
‘The fact there is an objection from the 
district fishery board is of great concern 
to me. I am only slightly reassured by the 
fact there are conditions [attached to the 
application].’

Mr Thompson continued: ‘I would 
hope the management of the applicant 
will take on board the district fishery 
board’s request for more collaborative 
working. It’s not clear to me they have 
in this case. I am deeply troubled by this 
application but I don’t see a justification 
for refusing it in this case.’

Fellow Lochaber councillor Andrew 

Baxter also reluctantly approved the 
application, saying that he, too, was 
concerned over some of the content of 
the application, particularly the failure 
of Marine Harvest to fully address the 
fishery board’s request for information 
on the impact of sea lice on wild salmon.

‘I am somewhat troubled by this ap-
plication because of the unknowns,’ Mr 
Baxter said. ‘I suppose it highlights some 
of the anomalies of our planning system.’

He continued: ‘When it comes down 
to it, the physical impact is minimal and 
the biggest query is over the increase 
biomass load and the impact this could 
potentially have on wild salmon stock.

‘I know there is concern about further 
damage to the seabed within the imme-
diate area and beyond but that issue is 
outwith [councillors’] control.’

Fish farm plans approved despite objections

IT’S NOT their combined age of nearly 180 
years that forces Denis Shiels and John Walker 
to take their time walking along Fort William’s 
High Street, but the endless requests to take 
their photograph.

The reason is obvious as the two men are re-
splendent in the scarlet uniform of the famous 
pensioners of the Royal Hospital Chelsea.

The intrepid duo are among the 300 army 
veterans who call the Royal Hospital home.
Dropping into the Lochaber Times’ office in 
the High Street, Denis and John explained 
they were in the area for a few days to visit the 
Commando Memorial at Spean Bridge.

‘I served in the Royal Marines for 15 years 
and did my commando training at Achnacarry 
Castle,’ Denis, aged 90, said. ‘I’ve been to the 
monument once before, but that was a few years 
ago.’

During the years Achnacarry served as the 
Commando Basic Training Centre from 1942 
until 1946, Denis was one of more than 25,000 

men who went through what became the fore-
runner of all special forces training.

Denis, originally from Manchester, was 
admitted to the Royal Hospital Chelsea over 
a decade ago for his 30 years’ service with the 
Royal Lancashire Fusiliers. ‘I joined the ma-
rines just at the war’s end but they wouldn’t let 
me fight because I wasn’t 18, but I still got my 
green beret,’ he said proudly.

And of his training at the hands of Achnacar-
ry’s fearsome instructors, he said: ‘It was very 
tough. I remember they seemed to make sure 
we were always soaked through.’

John, 87, a native of County Durham who 
served in the Royal Tank Regiment in Egypt, 
North Africa and what was then Palestine, has 
been a Chelsea pensioner for six years.

‘It takes us so long to walk anywhere because 
every five steps someone stops us to ask if they 
can take a photo or they want to just say hello,’ 
said John, who also serves as a tour guide at the 
Royal Hospital. 

Chelsea Pensioners Denis Shiels, left, and John Walker, on their visit to the Lochaber Times o�  ce 
in Fort William this week. 1IF F38 Chelsea pensioners

Smiling pensioners bring 
touch of Chelsea to Fort

Hydro scheme 
akin to ‘open 
heart surgery’ 
on scenic glens

POLICE in the Highlands 
recovered almost £150,000 
worth of drugs last week.

O�  cers carried out 13 
searches in Inverness, south 
Highland and Easter Ross as 
part of a targeted period of 
enforcement called Opera-
tion Ram. This resulted in the 
recovery of approximately 
11kg of cannabis, 1kg of 
cocaine and large quantity 
of valium tablets. A quantity 
of heroin worth more than 
£16,000 was also recovered, 
as were smaller amounts of 
amphetamine, methadone 
and crack cocaine.

All of the drugs recovered 
are estimated to be worth a 
combined £147,000 – £6,000 
in cash was also recovered.

Eight people have been 
charged and inquiries are 
ongoing. 

Anyone with information 
or concerns relating to the 
use or supply of illegal drugs 
should contact police on 101 
or contact Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111 or crimestop-
pers-uk.org.

ANOTHER e� ort to resurrect 
Fort William Community 
Council (FWCC) is under way.

A meeting will be held 
tonight, Thursday September 
21, to discuss reforming the 
community group.

Following a mass resignation 
in January 2016, Fort William 
Community Council was dis-
banded. Since then, three un-
successful attempts have been 
made to re-establish it and 
FWCC was o�  cially dissolved 
in November last year.

During the latest attempt to 
reform, in February this year, 
The Highland Council con-
� rmed because the number of 
validly nominated candidates 
was less than the minimum re-
quired, the community council 
could not be established.

New bid to reform 
Fort council

Drugs haul worth 
£150,000

DIGGING trenches for pipes 
as part of a proposed major new 
hydro power scheme would be 
akin to carrying out ‘open heart 
surgery’ on some of Scotland’s 
most unspoiled landscape.

That was the startling admis-
sion from Mary Drury, UK 
hydro development and con-
struction manager with Innogy 
Renewnables, at a public meet-
ing in Achnacarry village hall on 
proposals for eight linked hydro 
power schemes on Glen Dessary 
Estate.

The 15,000-acre estate, which 
belongs to Sir Patrick Grant, lies 
30 miles west of Fort William, at 
the head of remote Loch Arkaig.

Ms Drury and Innogy col-
league Andrew Logie appeared 
taken aback by the level of 
unhappiness from residents 
and councillors at last week’s 
meeting, called by Achnacarry, 
Bunarkaig and Clunes Commu-
nity Group.

‘The project would see eight 
schemes, each with a power 
plant linked with overhead lines, 
probably stone clad, and we’d 
take care to make sure these 
blend in with the landscape,’ 
said Ms Drury.

But while many present were 
clearly in favour of renewable 
energy, they were adamant it had 

to be done right and not a repeat 
of what they experienced during 
the construction of Innogy’s Cia 
Aig scheme at the eastern end of 
Loch Arkaig which started gen-
erating power last year. Some 
spoke of construction work 
throughout the night, with noise 
echoing up and down the glens; 
rubbish strewn along roadsides; 
speeding vehicles and blocked 
and damaged roads.

One woman even told of smoke 
coming from electrical sockets 
in her home due to power surges 
which she blamed on the work.

‘Last time it was 18 months 
of absolute torture. We went 
through so many sleepless 
nights. I really feel my heart 
sinking,’ she said.

Ms Drury tried to assure those 
present, saying: ‘Safety is some-
thing we take very seriously.’ 

Ms Drury also tried to calm 
fears over the environmental 
impact. But community group 
chairperson Liam McLoone 
said there was also lingering bit-
terness that the Cia Aig scheme 
only saw £1,500 paid for each 
megawatt of power generated, 
when other developers were 
paying £5,000.

‘£1,500 is not enough for 
the disturbance that would be 
caused,’ he said.

John Fotheringham, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 

Council, also warned: ‘Much 
of this community depends on 
tourism. As a statutory con-
sultee, the community council 
will scrutinise every iota of any 
planning application to make 
sure nothing is destroyed. This 
is part of the last wildnerness 
left in Europe and it would be 
destroyed by having large num-
bers of poles strung with wires.’

And it was Mr Fotheringham 
who asked about the level of 
disruption likely to be caused by 
the digging of trenches for pipes.

Ms Drury replied: ‘Yes. It’s 
open heart surgery when you 
build a scheme like this.’

Speaking after the meeting, Mr 
McLoone said: Our community 
is in favour of hydro schemes, 
just as long as they are done to 
the standard our glens deserve 
and that community benefit is 
paid in full for the disturbance 
caused by the construction 
process.’

Innogy is currently awaiting a 
response from Highland Coun-
cil planners, after which it will 
undertake an environmental 
impact assessment.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

r e s i p o l e
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www.resipolestudios.co.uk
loch sunart •  acharacle •  argyll •  scotland •  ph36 4hx

find us on social media •  tel: 01967 431506

www.resipolestudios.co.uk
loch sunart | acharacle | argyll | ph36 4hx

01967 431506
Only 30 miles from Fort William

�e Autumn Show at Resipole Studios
showing till 22nd October 2017

kirstie cohen | north atlantic light ellis o’connor | eigg series

with over twenty artists showing in three gallery spaces
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He is grateful 
to everyone 
who helped 
him ”

Amy Fulford

FW

A FORT William family is 
appealing for sponsors as they 
give up chocolate to help kidney 
patients.

Next month is the National 
Kidney Federation’s ‘Chocto-
ber’ event when it asks people to 
give up chocolate for a month.
Many kidney patients are barred 
from eating chocolate so going 
without for four weeks is a good 
way to show support.

Joining in the event will be the 
Elder family in support of dad 
Craig, who has been a kidney 
patient since he was nine. Now 
aged 45, Craig is on the waiting 
list for his second kidney trans-
plant and in the meantime is 
undergoing dialysis three times 
a week at the town’s Belford 
Hospital.

A QUICK-THINKING Glen-
coe shepherd prevented an 
unconscious Oxfordshire man 
from falling over a sheer rock 
face onto boulders when he 
spotted the tumbling pensioner 
and grabbed him by his jacket.

Now the family of Peter Mus-
grove, who amazingly escaped 
with no broken bones in the in-
cident at the start of this month, 
have expressed their gratitude to 
everyone involved in his rescue.

The day of the accident 
had seen glorious weather in 
Glencoe and Mr Musgrove was 
helping his son-in-law George 
Fulford and shepherd Paolo Be-
rardelli to gather in the latter’s 
sheep from the steep terrain.

But misfortune struck when 
Mr Musgrove slipped and 
knocked himself unconscious, 
before tumbling 100 feet down a 
grassy slope. By sheer luck, Mr 
Berardelli, working below Mr 
Musgrove, spotted him fall, ran 
and grabbed his jacket.

Mr Musgrove was halted just 
yards from the edge of a ledge 
above a sheer drop.

‘Paolo then radioed the other 
shepherds. Luckily one of them 
was on the top of the hill so had a 
signal and called 999,’ explained 
Mr Musgrove’s daughter Amy 
Fulford. She and her husband 
have a farm at Erracht Lodge, 
near Banavie. Mrs Fulford con-
tinued: ‘It was the day of the Ben 
Race so the helicopter was in 
the area. Unfortunately it took 

LOCHABER Chamber of Commerce 
represents businesses throughout 
the area with a focus on encouraging 
economic growth, job creation and pro-
moting Lochaber as a great place to live, 
work, study and visit.

We were delighted to host a special 
members’ event last week about Scottish 
and Southern Energy’s (SSE) proposed 
Coire Glas hydro electricity scheme. 
Key members of the SSE project team 
presented the plans and took questions 
from the audience.

The event was suggested by a chamber 
member who saw the potential interest 
from key businesses in the proposed 
developments in the Great Glen. There 
certainly was a great deal of interest and 
the range of questions and views from 
members reflected the diverse range 
of businesses that make up Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce.

KILMALLIE Community Centre 
committee is calling on volun-
teers to help restore Kilmallie 
Community Gardens on Satur-
day September 23 from 10am 
to 1pm. Everyone welcome. 
Contact Sarah Kennedy on 
07768 805040.

THE BEN Nevis Braveheart 
Triathlon takes place this 
Saturday September 23. The 
challenge is a 1.2-mile sea 
loch swim, a 56-mile road cy-
cle and a 13-mile hill run to 
the summit of Ben Nevis and 
back. The race begins at the 
old fort at 8am with the loch 
swim. For more information 
visit bravehearttri.com.

THE HIGHLANDS Comic Con 
returns with Fort Con 2 on 
Saturday September 30 at the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William. 
Organisers promise it will 
be bigger than last year. The 
convention opens at 9am and 
will run until 6pm.

NEVIS Range will play host 
to the Great Nevis Range 
Bake-o�  on Friday Septem-
ber 29. Sta�  at the ski resort 
have donned their aprons to 
bake the tastiest cakes they 
can for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. It's all happening 
in the Pinemarten cafe and 
everyone is encouraged to 
come along, sample some 
cake and make a donation. 
The cake with the most 
donations will win and the 
baker will be crowned Nevis 
Range Star Baker.

ON SATURDAY September 30, 
Nevis Range will be hosting a 
rescue day from 1-5pm to raise 
funds for Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team. 

The event will be held at the 
base station at Nevis Range 
and there will be a number of 
events taking place, including 
team vehicles and stretcher 
demonstrations, gondola 
evacuations, search and 
rescue dog demos, meet and 
greet with the dogs, a chance 
to meet the rescue team, tech-
nical ropes demos plus more.

In the evening, there will be 
a ceilidh with music by a local 
live band in the Pinemarten 
cafe bar from 7.30pm. Tickets, 
£5, are available from Nevis 
Range. Call to book on 01397 
705825.

HIGHLAND Business Week, 
from Monday September 
25 to Friday September 29, 
is hosting a series of events. 
The � nale of the week is the 
Highland Business Awards 
lunch on Friday September 
29 at the Drumossie Hotel, 
Inverness. A number of 
Lochaber businesses are in-
volved in the business week 
and the awards.

View from the Chamber

From large transport businesses that 
may benefit from the construction pro-
cess to small marine tourism businesses 
with concerns about environmental im-
pact, the event gave members the chance 
to speak directly to the SSE team at SSE 
at an early stage in the project.

This was just one of the varied time-
table of events that Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce presents throughout the 
year, focusing on a mixture of relevant 
business-related issues and networking 

events that give members the chance to 
get together in an informal setting.

We aim to cover the most relevant 
subjects for our members as well as offer 
showcases for members to promote their 
work to the rest of the business communi-
ty and make connections.

Our flagship programme of events – 
Lochaber Ideas Week – is an ideal time to 
come along and be a part of our vibrant 
business community. Ideas Week is held 
from November 13-17 at the Moorings 
Hotel and is packed full of inspiring 
events. Check out www.lochaberchamber.
co.uk for more details. We’d love to see 
you there.

At Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, 
we’re committed to helping our members 
achieve their business goals. 

If you would like to join us, give us a call 
on 01397 705 765 or visit www.lochaber-
chamber.co.uk.

WHAT’S ON Glencoe shepherd saves 
pensioner from cliff fall

Craig and Kara Elder, son Craig, and Belford Hospital sta�  nurse Joyce Colville.

45 minutes for the helicopter to 
find them. 

‘They could see the helicopter 
from the ground, but it kept 
going past them. My husband 
George was with Paolo, so he 
decided to climb up to a high 
point and take his top off to 
attempt to attract the helicopter 
to his white chest!

‘Luckily it saw them as it was 
doing its last sweep as fuel was 
getting low. It was the Inverness 
951 crew with Captain Kieron 
Murray. They winched my dad 
away and took him to the Bel-
ford, leaving Paolo and George 
to walk back, carrying the winch 

Above: Peter Musgrove gives the thumbs-up while recovering at the home of his daughter and 
son-in-law, near Banavie, this week. Below left: Peter Musgrove, left, and Paolo Berardelli, in Glencoe 

before the accident that saw Mr Musgrove fall 100ft.

Peter Musgrove, right, with 
son-in-law George Fulford on 

the day of the accident.

rope.’ Mrs Fulford, who also 
works as a nurse at the Belford, 
says she and her family are 
immensely grateful to those who 
helped in her dad’s rescue. She 

said: ‘I would like to thank all 
the hospital staff who came in to 
help treat my dad. Remarkably 
his CT scan showed no broken 
bones.’

Mr Musgrove was discharged 
from hospital later that same 
day and after a brief period of 
recuperation at the home of 
his daughter and son-in-law is 
hoping to return to his home in 
Banbury soon.

Mrs Fulford added: ‘He has 
many impressive bruises all over 
his body, but is gradually on the 
mend. He is grateful to everyone 
who has helped him, particularly 
Paolo who he says saved his life.’

Fort family bins chocolate for kidney cash
‘I had a transplant in 1998,’ 

Craig told the Lochaber Times.  
He and his family are waiting 

to be trained in the use of home 
dialysis equipment to make 
things easier while Craig waits 
for his operation. Until then the 
Elder family is doing what it can 
to raise funds for the federation 
which is why all the family – 
daughter Elise, 15, son Craig, 
11, and mum Kara – will be 
giving chocolate a body swerve 
next month.

‘We all enjoy chocolate but we 
will be giving it up for this good 
cause in October and hope peo-
ple will sponsor us,’ added Kara.

The family has set up a Just 
Giving page which can be found 
at www.justgiving.com/cam-
paigns/charity/kidney/choctober

A POPULAR Fort William 
outdoor nursery has been 
targeted by vandals who have 
caused more than £500 worth 
of damage.

Stramash, based at the old 
BA Club near Inverlochy, has 
been the focus of a number 
of acts of vandalism, but the 
local community is rallying 
round to help.

Three weeks ago, signs in 
the nursery car park were 
damaged then some of the 
children’s tools were stolen 
from a shed.

On Monday this week, 
while nursery staff were on 
a training course, an iron 

Outdoor nursery targeted by vandals
banister was forcibly removed. 
Staff reported six boys had been 
seen around the building that 
afternoon.

Stramash team leader Cam-
eron Sprague said: ‘Staff are 
devastated by the vandalism 
as the space very much comes 
from a collaborative approach 
with staff and children working 
together. The damage to the 
nursery will cost about £500 to 
repair.’

Cameron continued: ‘We 
have been overwhelmed by the 
support on Facebook from our 
community. We want to thank 
Lochaber Housing Association 
which has offered the services 

of a workman to repair the shed 
and Lochaber Embroidery and 
Printing which will be working 
with Fort Signs to fix our sign.

‘We feel whoever was respon-
sible was misguided, but are 

grateful we have such local sup-
port.’ Anyone who has seen any 
of the missing equipment or wit-
nessed any suspicious behaviour 
around the area, should contact 
Fort William police station

The damage to nursery’s sign, left, and banister.

THE REPLACEMENT 
vessel for the Corran service, 
the MV Maid of Glencoul, is 
due to return to its mooring 
at Ardgour next week.

Highlands and Islands La-
bour MSP Rhoda Grant says 
she has been told the back-up 
vessel will return to the Cor-
ran narrows on Monday next 
week.

The matter was raised with 
the MSP when she visited 
Lochaline recently, with con-
cerns being expressed about 
the disruption to service that 
was encountered earlier this 
year when the MV Corran hit 
rocks near a slipway and no 
back-up vessel was available.

The Highland Council has 
advised the repaired propel-
ler has been refitted to the 
MV Maid of Glencoul and that 
following sea trials this week, 
all being well the replacement 
vessel will be back on her 
mooring at Ardgour by Mon-
day September 25.

Rhoda Grant said: ‘I 
am pleased to have been 
reassured that the Maid of 
Glencoul should be returning 
to Ardgour next week.

‘The Corran ferry allows 
access to and from the 
communities of Ardgour, 
Morvern and Ardnamurchan 
for residents and tourists, and 
is also widely used by people 
and businesses on Mull, who 
first travel to the mainland 
on the Fishnish to Lochaline 
ferry. It’s essential therefore 
that a replacement vessel is 
available and I am sure com-
munities in Ardnamuchan 
and beyond will be relieved 
to see the back-up service 
restored.’

Ferry  
back-up to 
return to 
mooring

AN APPRENTICE working in 
Fort William has been short-
listed for a regional award.

Tom Baillie, 20, is in the run-
ning for a Higher Level Final 
Year Apprentice Award as part 
of this year’s Future Manufac-
turing Awards.

Tom, who lives in Mallaig 
and works for Simec/Liberty 
Lochaber, was shortlisted after 
impressing judges with his 
hard work and dedication to 
his apprenticeship and deter-
mination to pursue a career in 
manufacturing.

Tom said: ‘It’s an honour to 
have been recognised. I know 
how much hard work and 
dedication every apprentice 
puts into their apprenticeship, 
so being shortlisted is special.’

Apprentice on 
award shortlist

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
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A CHARGE of driving dan-
gerously at excessive speed in 
a residential courtyard when 
residents and children were 
present was found not proven 
after the trial of a Fort William 
forestry contractor last week.

Appearing before Sheriff 
Eilidh MacDonald at Fort 
William Sheriff Court, Gordon 
Thomson, of Lochaber Road, 
denied that on October 8 in 
Mcandie Court in Fort Wil-
liam, he drove a pick-up truck 
dangerously at excessive speed 
in the residential courtyard 
when residents and children 
were present; that he drove 
onto a walkway and patio area 
and drove at, and close to, [the 

main prosecution witness], 
forcing her to take evasive 
action.

Five witnesses, as well as the 
accused, gave evidence. They 
included three members of the 
same family.

The main prosecution witness 
claimed she had been forced to 
jump out of the way and onto 
the wall of a flower bed, to avoid 
being struck by Thomson’s 
Ford Ranger vehicle, which she 
estimated to be travelling at a 
speed of between 40mph and 
50mph.

‘If I had not jumped out of the 
way, it would have hit me and 
my small child,’ she said. ‘We 
could have been killed.’

The woman admitted to the 
court there was a history of bad 
feeling between her family and 
Mr Thomson’s sister, who lived 
in the same housing develop-
ment.

Giving evidence, the wom-
an’s mother told the court 
she believed Thomson had 
deliberately driven his car at 
her daughter with the aim of 
knocking her down.

Defence solicitor Stephen 
Kennedy asked her: ‘Are you 
really saying you believe he 
tried to murder them? In other 
words to kill them both?’ She 
replied: ‘Yes. Absolutely.’

Mr Kennedy responded: ‘I 
suggest you saw a very large 

vehicle coming onto the paved 
area and it gave you the impres-
sion of coming at speed – but 
the truth is that was not the 
case.’

Giving evidence, Thomson, 
48, told the court he had gone 
to Mcandie Court to pick up an 
old cooker. ‘My sister had said 
it would be quiet and there’d 
be no trouble,’ said Thomson 
in reference to the dispute be-
tween his sister and the family.

‘There was no way I was doing 
40mph or 50mph. At the actual 
speed I was going, I could’ve 
probably run faster. It was 
just as I was slowing to a stop 
that [the woman] came out of 
nowhere and walked straight 

in front of my vehicle. It was 
like she did it intentionally. It is 
absolutely ludicrous to suggest 
I would drive straight at her – I 
have a good job.’

Summing up, Procurator Fis-
cal Martina Eastwood argued 
that the evidence of the three 
family members was credible 
and believeable. However, Ms 
Eastwood  pointed out that 
as far as deliberately trying to 
harm the woman and her baby 
was concerned, that was not a 
charge which had been levied 
against Thomson. 

In his closing remarks, Mr 
Kennedy also referred to the 
accusation Thomson had de-
liberately tried to run down the 

woman, saying if it had been 
remotely believeable, his client 
would have faced an allegation 
of murder.

Finding the prosecution case 
against Thomson not proven, 
Sheriff MacDonald said: ‘I’m 
really not sure which witnesses, 
if any, were telling the truth. 
Having doubt, therefore, I find 
the charge not proven.’

Thomson had also faced a 
charge of behaving in a threat-
ening and abusive manner, 
likely to cause fear or alarm, by 
shouting and swearing.

However, ahead of Thursday's 
trial, there was a submission of 
no case to answer on this sec-
ond charge, which was upheld.

A HOTEL manager has been 
banned from driving and fined 
£975 by a sheriff after police 
were tipped off by a petrol 
pump attendant that the man 
had smelled of alcohol when 
he paid for filling up his car.

Henry Power, 40, of Ard-
nevis Road, Claggan, Fort 
William, was due to go on trial 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
last week after denying driving 
a car at An Aird on the A82 
and in Ardnevis Road on June 
3 this year, with a breath alo-
cohol level of 32mg in 100ml 
of breath. The legal limit is 
22mg.

Power had already tendered 
a plea of guilty at an earlier 
appearance to driving the 
car unsupervised while only 
holding a provisional licence.

However, appearing for trial 
last week on the drink driving 
complaint, Power's defence 
agent, Hamish Melrose, 
intimated his client was now 
pleading guilty to both motor-
ing offences.

Procurator Fiscal Martina 
Eastwood told the court 
that after an attendant at the 
Morrisons filling station in 
Fort William had detected the 
smell of alcohol from Power 
when he paid for fuel, the 
police had been alerted.

Officers traced Power, who 
moved to Fort William in 
August last year to take up 
a post as a hotel manager, to 
his home in Claggan. Power 
told the officers he had con-
sumed four fifths of a can of 
cider after arriving home, but 
also admitted to consuming 
alcohol earlier that evening at 
the Crofter's Bar in the town 
before driving home.

Addressing the court, Mr 
Melrose said his client was 
a married man with a young 
family. He had spent 10 years 
in the Royal Navy prior to 
working in the hotel industry 
in Thailand for a further 
decade.

Mr Melrose told Sheriff Ei-
lidh MacDonald: ‘As far as the 
second charge is concerned, 
Mr Power came to Scotland 
in August of last year and did 
not realise his international 
driving licence had run out. 
He also did not realise he had 
to sit a full test within a year of 
that expiry. 

‘On the first complaint, he 
thought he was within the al-
cohol limit, but obviously this 
was not the case. He has never 
been in trouble before and has 
no previous traffic offences.’

Sheriff MacDonald banned 
Power from driving for a year 
for the drink driving offence, 
telling him he could qualify 
for a three-month discount 
if he successfully completed 
a drink driver rehabilitation 
course. She also fined him 
£675. 

On the second complaint, 
of driving unsupervised while 
only holding a provisional 
licence, Power was fined a 
further £300.

THE FIRST of two public consulta-
tion events on plans for an alumin-
ium wheels factory in Fort William 
will be held next week.

The public sessions are intended 
to share details of the proposal 
with local communities and answer 
questions from residents and other 
stakeholders. Representatives of the 
company behind the scheme, GFG 
Alliance, will be at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel, Fort William, from 2.30pm to 
7.30pm on Thursday September 28 
to discuss the proposed new plant on 
a site next to GFG’s Liberty British 
Aluminium smelter just outside the 
town.

If given the green light, the plant, 
which will employ 400 people, will 
convert liquid aluminium from the 
smelter into approximately two 
million alloy wheels a year, displac-
ing some of the eight million such 
wheels currently imported into the 
UK annually. At present, there are 
no volume producers of alloy wheels 

in the UK. Brian King, managing 
director Lochaber operations for 
GFG Alliance, said: ‘Our ambition 
is for this plant to become a leader 
in its field, producing the most ad-
vanced products on the market and 
employing highly-skilled people.’

Mr King also disclosed that he 
and colleagues have already been 
talking to local school and college 
representatives to explain the career 
opportunities the plant will create.

Education, housing, infrastructure 
and local services to support the 
GFG investment are already being 
planned by the Lochaber Joint 
Delivery Group, brought together 
by the Scottish Government, com-
prising representatives from local 
authorities, public sector agencies, 
community groups and GFG.

A further public consultation is 
scheduled for late October and it is 
hoped to submit a formal planning 
application to the Highland Council 
during November.

COMMUNITY wardens in Lochaber now 
have the power to issue fines for anti-social 
or irresponsible behaviour.

Following completion of special train-
ing, the wardens can now hand out fixed 
penalty notices as they take on a new 
enforcement role to tackle dog fouling, 
littering and fly tipping.

The fine for anyone caught dropping 
litter is £80. This rises up to between £200 
and £2,000 for cases of fly-tipping or the 
offender can receive six months in prison 
– up to five years if hazardous waste is 
dumped.

It is also an offence not to clean up 
immediately after your dog in any publicly 
accessible open space. Failure to do so can 
lead to an £80 fine, which increases if it is 
not paid.

Wardens Matthew Prosser and Willie 
Duncan already work closely with indi-
viduals, community representatives and 
agencies to address anti-social behaviour, 
improve the environment and provide 
information and advice.

Chairman of The Highland Council’s 
environment, development and infrastruc-
ture committee councillor Allan Hender-
son welcomed this new role. 'Littering and 
irresponsible dog owners not clearing up 
after their pets are issues all councillors 
receive lots of complaints about,' he said. 
'Now that our community wardens can 
issue enforcement notices, I hope this acts 
as a real deterrent.

'Not only are littering and dog fouling 
illegal, it also costs the council a signifi-
cant amount of money to clean up. This 

is money from council tax that could be 
spent in local communities.'

Chairman of the Lochaber committee 
councillor Andrew Baxter added: 'The 
team in Lochaber has had a positive role 
in terms of the safety and security of our 
communities, especially in reassuring 
and supporting vulnerable people. Now 
having the ability to issue fixed penalty 
notices enhances their important role and 
I encourage people to assist by reporting 
any incidents of littering, dog fouling or fly 
tipping.'

Members of the public who wish to report 
instances of dogs being allowed to foul in 
public places, littering or fly-tipping can 
contact the council on 01349 886603 or 
on the council’s website, highland.gov.uk/
report.

A LOCHABER woman who held 
one of her children’s heads under 
bathwater after she had whispered to 
her mother she was going to drown 
the youngster, has had her sentence 
deferred for a further six months.

The woman, who is in her 30s, 
appeared before Sheriff Eilidh 

MacDonald at Fort William Sheriff 
Court last week. She had originally 
appeared in court in June, when 
she admitted the offence, and had 
sentencing deferred for three months 
for a supplemented community justice 
and social work report and advice 
from the children’s panel. The June 

court hearing was told how she had 
pushed the youngster’s head under 
bathwater at an address in Lochaber 
on May 24 this year. As a result, all of 
the woman’s children were put on the 
child protection register and she could 
only see them under the supervision 
of her own mother and her mother’s 

partner. Nothing can be reported that 
may identify the child or its siblings. 

Last week, Sheriff Eilidh 
MacDonald deferred sentence for a 
further six months for the woman to 
remain of good behaviour and called 
for a supplementary social work 
report.

Sentence deferred again on ‘bathwater’ mother

Spean Bridge 
villagers up 
in arms over 
fenced off land

Banned 
and fi ned 
for drink 
driving

Dangerous driving charge not proven 

Plans for wheels factory pick up speed

Community wardens Willie Duncan and Matthew Possner can now issue � nes. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Wardens granted more power

COUNCILLORS, residents 
and the local primary school 
in Spean Bridge are protesting 
after a piece of land used for 
decades by the community was 
fenced off without warning, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Part of the ground is surfaced 
and was regularly used by par-
ents dropping off children at the 
nearby school. The ground is 
also home to planters filled with 
flowers and tended by pupils.

A number of residents have 
since contacted the village’s 
community council about the 
fencing and the two padlocked 
farm-style metal gates that have 
sealed off the area.

Councillors heard there had 
been an informal path across 
the land from the school 
entrance to the A86 for many 
years, while the local shinty 
club has also made use of the 
parking area.

Chairman John Fotheringham 
has taken the matter up with 
Highland Council’s access 
officer, while Councillor Billy 
MacLachlan is seeking legal 
advice after it was claimed the 
shinty club and the previous 
village council were given a 
lease for the car parking area by 

a previous owner. The commu-
nity council agreed to look into 
getting the school’s flower tubs 
returned.

Councillors heard it was 
believed the legal land owner is 
now the daughter of the land’s 
former owner, the late Alastair 
Iain Donald Cameron.

Mr Fotheringham told fellow 
councillors: ‘This was an open 
space used by the village for 
more than 40 years. 

‘I don’t see there being any 
possibility of houses being 
allowed to be built on this site, 
as it is not in the development 
plan.

‘And I’m concerned that the 
children who looked after these 
flower beds are now also being 
stopped from doing that. 

‘I have to say I find it rather sad 
that anyone hoping to develop 
an area of ground in the village 
would be behaving like this.’

Asked if it was aware of the 
land row in Spean Bridge, a 
spokesperson for Highland 
Council said: ‘The council is 
aware of the issue and has taken 
a brief look into it. 

‘We expect the community 
council to come back to us to 
discuss it.’
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SCOTTISH ministers have been 
ordered to disclose the names of 
Scotland’s ‘liciest’ fish farms, fol-
lowing an appeal to the Scottish 
Information Commissioner.

A campaign group called Salm-
on and Trout Conservation Scot-
land (S&TC Scotland) requested 
ministers release the names of 
the ‘worst performing’ fish farms 
exceeding trigger levels, plus 
‘increased monitoring plans and 
data produced, with full details 

of any intervention carried out, 
at any farms’.

Ministers responded that they 
had received five notifications, 
but withheld information iden-
tifying the aquaculture sites, ar-
guing it would cause ‘substantial 
prejudice’ to the interests of the 
fish farmers.

However, the commissioner 
ruled the information had been 
‘incorrectly withheld’, and or-
dered ministers to disclose it.

Scotland’s ‘liciest’ salmon 
farms to be revealed
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A DRY break in the weather helped draw 
the crowds to Kyle Harbour on Saturday for 
the village’s annual RNLI Maritime Day, 
which boosted the charity’s funds by more 
than £4,500.

Events began at midday when Lochalsh 
Junior Pipe Band marched through the har-
bour, entertaining the crowd with a lively set 
of tunes.

Throughout the afternoon, Kyle lifeboat 
and Mallaig lifeboat invited people on 
board.

Kyle Fire Brigade put on an excellent 
demonstration of how to get a trapped 

casualty out of a crashed car and the coast-
guard, ambulance, police and Ferguson 
Transport also showed off their vehicles and 
equipment.

The local kayaking club let people take to 
the water and try out the sport. This proved 
to be one of the most popular events of the 
day, with the RNLI’s Stormy Stan even 
having a go.

This year saw the introduction of a new 
competition, where teams of six people 
pulled Kyle RNLI’s launching tractor over 
a set distance. In a set time, the quickest 
and the furthest distance pulled would win. 

A competitive field of tractor-pullers made 
for a hard-fought competition and it was 
certainly exciting for the watching crowds.

The day was rounded off with the hugely 
popular annual Kyle Fire Brigade raft race, 
which saw six teams race around a triangu-
lar course in front of the pontoons. Living 
up to their reputation as the finest rafters in 
Lochalsh, it was once again the RNLI team 
that won the race.

A great day was had by everyone. Kyle 
of Lochalsh RNLI thanks everyone who 
took part and helped make the event such 
a success.

SKYE aerodrome customers 
will be able to earn a free fifth 
landing as part of a loyalty 
reward scheme.

At a meeting of Highland 
Council’s Skye and Raasay 
Committee this week, mem-
bers approved the introduction 
of an annual landing loyalty 
card for customers, offering 
a free fifth landing after four 
full price landings to the Skye 
air strip.

Following a report published 
in March this year by High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
on the economic and social 
benefits of a proposed air 

service between Skye and the 
Central Belt, councillors put 
the Broadford airfield under 
the spotlight.

Members examined current 
commercial operations at 
the aerodrome and approved 
changes that will see revised 
tariffs introduced and the 
development of an online 
booking system.

Changes to the aerodrome’s 
operations approved by the 
committee also included a set 
charge of £1,950 per day for 
the use of the aerodrome for 
filming, sporting and musical 
events. Members were also told 

£15,000 of maintenance work 
to the aerodrome is expected 
to be carried out before the 
end of this financial year.

Highlands and Islands 
Airports Limited, Highland 
Council, HITRANS and 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise are also reviewing tech-
nical information with a view 
to developing an airfield layout 
plan to support scheduled air 
services. 

Area chairman councillor 
John Gordon said: ‘It was good 
to look at making changes to 
improve the operational side 
of things and look forward to 

the potential development of 
scheduled air services to and 
from Skye and get an update 
on how work to take this for-
ward is progressing.

‘Around the globe, air ser-
vices to and from small rural 
airports are playing a key role 
in supporting economic and 
community growth. Benefits 
include better connectivity 
and greater access to markets 
as well as attracting overseas 
visitors. We look forward 
to working with HIE and 
HITRANS to press the case 
for the re-introduction of air 
links.’

BROADFORD could get a 
new short stay public car park 
as Highland Council attempts 
to ease parking pressures on 
the island.

Following a meeting of 
councillors at the Skye 
and Raasay committee, a 
consultation will take place 
with Broadford residents and 
businesses on plans for a new 
off-street car park for parking 
of up to two hours.

It was also agreed Green 
and Somerled Square public 
car parks in Portree will have 
their short-stay tariffs amend-
ed to £1 for up to an hour and 
£2 for up to two hours. Alter-
native, free long-stay parking 
will still be available at the 
Bayfield car park in Portree.

Charges at a new Broadford 
car park would be the same 
as the Portree short-stay car 
parks.

The proposals aim to relieve 
parking problems that have 
plagued islanders this sum-
mer. Free, long-stay parking 
in Broadford would still be 
available at Broadford south 
car park.

Committee chairman coun-
cillor John Gordon said: ‘My 
fellow councillors and I are 
aware of the parking pres-
sures in Portree and Broad-
ford and following feedback 
from constituents we wanted 
to address the problem as a 
priority.

‘We can now start the 
statutory process to alter con-
ditions so we can change the 
two Portree car park tariffs 
with a set charge that is the 
same across all council-run 
car parks on the island. Con-
sultation can also now begin 
with people in Broadford to 
get their feedback on propos-
als on making the new car 
park a short stay one to ease 
the current problems people 
having with parking to access 
services.

‘A full-time parking en-
forcement officer has been 
working on the island since 
August 15 so this and the new 
parking measures will, I feel, 
go a long way to provide a 
better balance for drivers who 
want to park for a quick visit 
to shops and to access local 
services and those who want 
to park for a longer time.’

A REQUEST to transfer land 
at a popular Skye tourist spot 
to a community group has 
been refused by Highland 
Council.

Staffin Community Trust 
wanted to buy ground beside 
the road to build a new car 
park, public toilets and infor-
mation points at the Old Man 
of Storr but council members 
refused the trust’s request at a 
meeting last week.

Although the council had 
set aside £400,000 for a car 
park, the trust wanted to use 
that money to look for match 
funding to raise £900,000 to 
expand its plans.

The council said a £400,000 
contribution from the council 
‘would not be prudent without 
clearly agreed contractual out-
comes and confirmed match 
funding’.

The council also explained 
the trust’s plan to separate 

NHS HIGHLAND re-opened its 
urgent care centre in Portree early 
Thursday evening – but not before 
health authority bosses received a 
verbal bashing from local politi-
cians.

The health board said it had been 
left with no option but to provide 
the out-of-hours service for Skye 
and Lochalsh from Broadford only 

A WESTERN Isles MSP has welcomed government 
plans to improve the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) payment process.

Alasdair Allan MSP supported the plan which 
includes measures to provide a clear payment 
schedule for schemes to help crofters and farmers 
plan ahead.

This includes the launch of a loan scheme for those 
eligible for the basic payment scheme, operating a 
reliable IT platform and setting out customer ser-
vice standards.

Mr Allan commented: ‘Everyone, including the 
government, acknowledges there were unacceptable 
delays in CAP payments over the last two years.

‘I am pleased to hear the cabinet secretary’s 
commitment to tackle the causes of poor customer 
service and provide a more certain timetable for 
future payments.

‘I believe this announcement will go a long way to 
ensuring the last of the late payments are made and 
that better arrangements are place for the future.’

New car 
park to ease 
parking 
problems

Stormy Dan with some of his fans in the coastguard.  

Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band get the Maritime Day under way. 

Stormy Dan takes to the water at Kyle Harbour. 

Delight as Kyle maritime day 
boosts RNLI funds by £4,500 

MP praises better 
farming payments NHS chiefs criticised for 

Portree centre shut-down

Parking at the Old Man of Storr has been under pressure this 
summer because of soaring visitor numbers. 

the car park from the rest of 
the site would ‘separate the 
revenue generating potential 

of the site from the burden 
of management and mainte-
nance’ which ‘would therefore 

have a negative impact upon 
the ability of the council to 
deliver its functions’. Members 
also took issue with the sale 
of the lay-by, which currently 
forms part of the public road, 
stating: ‘Based on professional 
advice from roads engineers, 
it would not be acceptable to 
the council for road safety and 
management reasons for the 
lay-by to be included in any 
sale.’

Mr Gordon added: ‘Members 
hope a solution can be found 
that protects and enhances the 
natural heritage assets at this 
nationally important site while 
supporting economic benefits 
for the ward and beyond.’

The council has proposed 
an alternative arrangement 
whereby the trust lease the 
whole site owned by the coun-
cil at Storr Woodland, which 
would exclude the roadside 
lay-by.

Council rejects transfer of Skye land

Aerodrome to reward frequent fl yers

two nights last week because of 
a staffing shortage. However, the 
temporary suspension was lifted on 
Thursday and services resumed as 
normal. 

NHS Highland’s district manager 
for Skye, Lochalsh and West Ross, 
Kate Earnshaw, apologised for any 
inconvenience caused by the tem-
porary suspension of the service.

Skye MSP Kate Forbes had called 
the closure a ‘cynical running down 
of services’ and labelled the health 
board ‘beleaguered’ and urged it to 
resolve staffing issues.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP Ian 
Blackford joined in the condemna-
tion.

After the service re-opened, Ms 
Forbes was quick to praise staff for 
going above and beyond the call of 
duty. 

The Skye MSP said it was vital 
local residents and visitors can 
depend on services in and out-of-
hours at the hospital. 

‘I am very relieved NHS Highland 
has re-opened urgent out-of-hours 
care in Portree Hospital, though 
I share the view of many islanders 

that this situation shouldn’t have 
occurred in the first place. I would 
like pay tribute to those working in 
Portree Hospital for going above 
and beyond the call of duty to 
deliver care.

‘They should be commended, 
however, they must be supported at 
the highest levels of NHS Highland 
and this requires planning. 

‘I have kept a close eye on 
developments on Skye and I’m 
determined to ensure residents can 
depend on services in hours and 
out-of-hours at Portree Hospital.’

LookIng to make home energy efficIency Improvements? 
ask about our Interest-free loan wIth cashback (for a 

lImIted tIme) from the ScottIsh Government*. Interest-free 
loans for renewables systems are also avaIlable.

Get heatIng advIce
and finance to

Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust.  
Successful loans are subject to administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.
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TIME TO TRANSFORM EYE HEALTH
� e Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) and 
Specsavers are urging people to have regular eye tests to help 
maintain and protect their sight.

Research* commissioned by the charity and high street 
opticians has revealed that one in � ve people will live with 
sight loss in their lifetime, despite at least half of all cases being 
avoidable.  With nearly six million people in the UK currently 
living with sight-threatening conditions, nearly every family in 
Britain is touched by sight problems in some way.

While sight is the nation’s most precious sense by far, with 78% 
of people polled saying it is the one they would least like to 
lose, a quarter of UK adults are still risking avoidable sight loss 
by not having had an eye test in the past 2 years.

Of those who had not been for an eye test during that time 
period, 33% did not think that there was anything wrong with 
their eyes, while 24% said that they just didn’t have the time. 

Specsavers believes that eye care should be accessible to 
everyone. Specsavers Healthcall o� ers a free NHS sight test 
at home and a comprehensive home eye care service to those 
who cannot visit a store unaccompanied. 

As with all Specsavers sta� , the home visiting teams are
becoming Dementia Friends to help people with dementia 
recognise sight loss. � e research reveals that only one in three 
people who qualify for a home visit are aware of the service. 
It is vital that, in an ageing society, we meet the needs of these 
vulnerable people and increase awareness.

Specsavers’ clinical spokesperson Dr Nigel Best said: ‘Some 
people are waiting until they experience sight loss before 
booking an eye test, which means they are potentially
preventing their optician from detecting signs of eye health

problems or other medical issues at an early stage. Early 
intervention is vital in the management and successful 
treatment of many conditions.’

RNIB acting CEO Sally Harvey added: ‘We would encourage 
anyone who has put o�  going for an eye test to book one at the 
earliest opportunity.’

* YouGov Survey commissioned by Specsavers and RNIB 23rd 
June -7th July 2017 of 6,430 UK adults aged 18+. 

A TIRADE of abuse and foul 
language was hurled at a sheriff 
last week by the pregnant part-
ner of a Caol man after he was 
jailed for 11 weeks.

Reece MacIsaac, 20, of Birch 
Road, had appeared from 
custody before Sheriff Eilidh 
MacDonald at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

MacIsaac had pleaded guilty 
that on August 30, at the home 
of his grandparents, he had 
behaved in a threatening or 
abusive manner by shouting, 
swearing and brandishing a 
knife and uttering threats of 
violence to the couple.

He had also admitted that 
while pointing aggressively at 
his grandmother, his finger had 
scratched her cheek and this had 
all happened while he was on 
bail for other matters.

Procurator Fiscal Martina 
Eastwood told the court that 
police had received a 999 call to 
MacIsaac’s grandparents home 
– the couple’s address was given 

POLICE Scotland has confirmed that 
a body recovered in the Valtos area of 
the Isle of Lewis is that of missing man 
Torsten Kulke.

The 48-year-old was reported missing 
from his home in Germany on Monday 
July 31, having travelled to the Western 
Isles.

His body was discovered on Saturday 
August 12, following extensive searches.

There are no suspicious circumstances 
and a report will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

Inspector Jane Nicolson said: ‘Our 
thoughts remain with Mr Kulke’s family 
and friends at this very sad time.

‘I would like to thank the members of 
the public who assisted with information, 
as well as the various partner agencies who 
helped with the search.’

A GLASGOW company boss 
who drove his Range Rover 
at more than twice the speed 
limit on the outskirts of Fort 
William in March has been 
fined £750 and banned from 
driving for three months.

Christopher Rossi, of Shaw-
lands, Glasgow, had pleaded 
not guilty and appeared for 
trial before Sheriff Eilidh 
MacDonald at Fort William 
Sheriff Court last week.

Rossi, 34, who runs a 
conveyor belt business, which 
he only bought recently and 
which employs five staff, 
overtook a petrol tanker on 
the A82 on March 2.

Giving evidence, traffic 
police officer Constable Iain 
Young told the court how 
he and a fellow officer had 
been on a general road safety 
patrol at the time of the 
incident.

They were in uniform in an 
unmarked police car which 
was parked on hard standing 
at the side of the road, at a 
spot known as Carrs Corner.

Constable Young said this 
area was regularly monitored 
by traffic officers following 
the death of a cyclist a num-
ber of years ago on this same 
stretch of road.

Constable Young told the 
court how the officers were 
equipped with a hand-held 
device, known as a Pro Laser 
4, for measuring the speed of 
vehicles.

Constable Young explained 
the checks that are carried 
out on such speed detection 
equipment every day ahead 
of a patrol and again when 
officers return to the station 
at Fort William to make 
sure everything is working 
correctly.

On the day in question, 
Rossi’s Range Rover was 
spotted by the officers trav-
elling behind a petrol tanker.

‘The Range Rover came off 
the roundabout fairly quickly 
and as the tanker passed the 
BP petrol station, the Range 
Rover overtook it and then 
pulled back onto its side of 
the road,’ said Constable 
Young.

When Constable Young 
triggered the speed gun, it 
recorded the Range Rover's 
speed as being 63mph when 
the car was still around 100m 
inside the 30mph zone.

Constable Young added: 
‘My colleague, who had his 
door open and was wearing a 
fluorescent vest, stepped out 
of the car and indicated to the 
vehicle to stop and activated 
the blue lights on our vehicle. 
The Range Rover stopped 
just past us and the driver 
was charged under Section 2 
of the Road Traffic Act, with 
dangerous driving.’

Constable Young added 
that Rossi, the son of a police 
officer, had been co-opera-
tive when dealing with the 
two officers.

After Constable Young had 
given  evidence, there was a 
break in the trial to allow for 
discussions and once the trial 
resumed, Rossi’s solicitor 
intimated his client would 
now be pleading guilty to an 
amended charge of careless 
driving, by driving at a speed 
more than twice the legal 
limit. 

Rossi’s solicitor said his 
client had performed a legal 
overtaking manoeuvre, but 
that his client accepted this 
was too soon and at too fast 
a speed.

Sentencing Rossi, Sheriff 
MacDonald said the place 
where the offence occurred 
was to some extent a built-up 
area, before ordering that he 
be disqualified from driving 
for three months and fined 
£750. 

A DRUNK Claggan man 
who tried to force his way 
into a couple’s house in Fort 
William after mistaking it for 
a property where he thought 
a party was being held, was 
fined £270 at the town’s 
sheriff court last week.

Steven Pearson, of Carn 
Dearg, 30, pleaded guilty that 
on February 27 this year, at 
a house in Orkney Place, he 
had behaved in a threatening 
or abusive manner, had 
attempted to open the door of 
a house and had shouted and 
swore.

Procurator Fiscal Martina 
Eastwood told the court that, 
on the night of the offence, 
the couple who occupied 
the house had heard their 
dog barking when someone 
started tried to open the door.

The male occupant went 
to the front door to see what 
was happening and heard 
swearing from outside. 

‘The accused was trying 
to force open the door and 
because they were worried 
about the door being 
damaged, [the man] fully 
opened the door,’ said Ms 
Eastwood.

‘The accused tried to push 
his way into the property, but 
[the man] pushed him outside 
and the accused fell down the 
stairs. 

‘He got up and continued to 
shout at [the occupier], who 
did not know the accused. 
The accused eventually left 
and the police were called.’

Defending solicitor Hamish 
Melrose told Sheriff Eilidh 
MacDonald his client had 
been intoxicated at the time 
of the incident and had gone 
to the wrong house in the 
mistaken belief there was a 
party going on inside. 

Fining Pearson £270, 
Sheriff MacDonald told 
him: ‘This would have been 
a  frightening experience 
for the people in this house, 
particularly the gentleman 
who did not know you.’

Abuse hurled at sheriff 
after she jails Caol man

as care of Police Scotland – and 
on arriving had found Mr Ma-
cIssac, 78, and his 67-year-old 
wife sitting outside the house in 
their car.

‘Police spoke to the couple 
and they told police officers that 
their grandson had a knife and 
they were both visibly in a state 
of fear and alarm. They did not 
wish to go back in the house and 
told police they were terrified 
and did not want their grandson 
back in the house,’ said Ms 
Eastwood.

The Fiscal explained that a 
row had been sparked after Ma-
cIsaac’s partner had been asked 
to leave his grandparents’ house.

‘When his girlfriend left the 
house, MacIssaac had blamed 
his grandparents for her leaving 
and had pointed his finger at his 
grandmother and had scratched 
her face with his fingernail. He 
had also been brandishing a six-
inch vegetable knife,’ added Ms 
Eastwood.

The court heard how Ma-

cIssacc had been found and 
arrested by police later that day.

Defence agent Hamish Mel-
rose said MacIsaac had admitted 
to the police his behaviour had 
been unacceptable, but added 
that the background social work 
report made it clear MacIssac 
normally got on well with his 
grandparents, a fact Sheriff 
MacDonald said she noted.

Mr Melrose continued that 
while MacIsaac had picked up a 
kitchen knife, it had not been to 
threaten his grandparents.

‘It was more a degree of 
self-harming that was involved 
and he has superficial cuts to his 
left forearm as a result,’ said Mr 
Melrose.

‘He accepts he scratched his 
grandmother’s cheek when 
inadvertently getting too close, 
although that was the least of it 
as far as his grandmother was 
concerned.

My client is clearly no stranger 
to this court and is currently 
on three community payback 

orders. He is also currently on 
bail, which is fairly old, for two 
other matters.’

Mr Melrose told the court 
MacIsaac’s grandparents were 
still fully supportive of him 
and asked Sheriff MacDonald 
to grant him his liberty 'in one 
form or another’.

However, sentencing Ma-
cIsaac, Sheriff MacDonald told 
him that, despite being only 
20, he already had a significant 
record of offending.

‘I note your grandparents are 
supportive of you, as is your 
partner. But this was a violent 
offence towards your grandpar-
ents and I therefore impose a 
custodial sentence in this matter 
and you will go to prison for 11 
weeks,’ she said.

It was at this point MacIsaac’s 
partner, sitting in the public 
benches, broke down and started 
shouting and screaming, hurling 
abuse at the sheriff and had to 
be removed from the court by a 
police officer.

Company boss 
drove at twice 
the speed limit

Drunk tried 
to force his 
way into 
wrong house

Police have con� rmed that a body found on Lewis is that of missing German tourist, 
Torsten Kulke, above.

Isle of Lewis 
body identifi ed as 
German tourist
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GARDENERS, florists, 
craftsmen and bakers gath-
ered at Glengarry Commu-
nity Hall last week for the 
village’s annual produce 
show.

Entrants from around the 
area impressed the judges 
with their creative attempts 
to win the top prizes at the 
well-attended event.

One show organiser com-
mented: 'It’s been another 
smashing year, with entries 
up on last year and some 
fabulous flowers on display 
despite the non-existent 
summer.’

Cherry Duncan won best 
exhibit at show, taking 
home the David MacCal-
lum Memorial Cup. 

Cherry plans to raffle 
her prize-winning clown to 
raise funds for the poppy 
appeal.

Results: Ardgarry Farm 

MORE than 100 people joined in the 
‘Walk in Memory’ on Sunday as part of 
World Suicide Prevention Day.

Fort William residents turned out 
in numbers to help raise awareness of 
suicide - an issue that has touched the 
lives of many Lochaber people in recent 
years - and support the suicide awareness 
charity Chris’s House.

Leaving from Caol Community Centre 
at noon, the group walked along the banks 
of the canal to the Corpach basin before 
turning round and making their way back 
to the community centre.

The walkers raised more than £2,000 

which will be donated to suicide charities 
and Lochaber Action on Disability. In a 
statement on Facebook, walk organiser 
Joyce Wells said: ‘Thank you so much 
each and every one that turned up today 
to our ‘Walk in Memory. Had over 100 
hardy walkers .

‘Thank you all who helped, tidied, mar-
shalled, bought and sold raffle tickets, did 
home baking and set up the bouncy castle. 

‘Special thanks to Sandra Fraser at Caol 
Community Centre for all your help, sup-
port, teas and coffees. To everyone who 
donated to our raffle and to our day we 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts.’

ISLE of Skye Pipe Band notched up 
another success at the Pitlochry Highland 
Games as it approaches the end of a busy 
season.

Joining another 17 bands to march 
through Pitlochry to the games field,  the 
Skye band was led into the competition 
arena by Pipe Major Alan Mackenzie.

The Pipe Major’s son, Alexander, three, 
accompanied by mum Megan and drum-
mer Andrew Martin, provided the band 
escort through Pitlochry, cheered on by 
crowds of spectators lining the high street.

The band had a successful outing, finish-
ing second.

This is the second year competing at 
Pitlochry, after finishing second last year 
as well. The band came up against some 

strong competition from bands across 
Scotland.

This promising result adds to the band’s 
fourth place finish in the Rose Bowl 
competition at the European Pipe Band 
Championships in Forres earlier this year.

Drum Major Peter MacDonald and 
another two drum majors provided a 
demonstration in the games arena in front 
of a large international audience.

This Saturday, Isle of Skye Pipe Band 
will perform in its last summer parade at 
6.30pm in Portree Square.

The band acknowledges the support 
provided by Pipe Major Stuart Liddell and 
members from world champions Inveraray 
and District Pipe Band throughout this 
season.

More musings from the late 1980s
 At last Thursday’s planning committee meeting, 
a huge list of ‘enforcement and related matters’ was 
tabled. Judging by the dates by which many of these 
items should have received attention, it would have 
been more appropriate to name them ‘reinforcement 
and belated matters’.

 Joe Gillies was painting the mill white the other 
day. Unintentionally so. Joe was cornering turning 
the corner at the junction of the Bale Yard and the 
Finishing End Road on his tractor when he cowped a 
gallon tin of white paint. Joe has had to put up with a 
lot of slapstick comments about it since. These include: 
‘The Bonnie Glenfi nnan musician plays the paint pots’ 
and ‘We thought it was Duncan Gillies Decor, not Joe 
Gillies Decor’! All white, Joe?

 High flying traffic warden Margaret Clark made 
her maiden flight as a speedboat-propelled parascend-
er over Loch Linnhe. In full regulation issue High 
Street uniform, Margaret was raised 200 feet up in the 
air and, as a result, raised several hundred pounds for 
Lochaber Handicapped Association and the Lochaber 
Centre. After her airborne epic, Margaret resolved – in 
her down-to-earth way – to look for the dynamic duo, 
Whyte & McKay, who got her into this situation in the 
first place. Fair play to Margaret when you consider 
she gets dizzy when she stands on a chair and suffers 
from seasickness on the Corran Ferry.

 Motorists were waiting patiently at Lochy Bridge 
for the lights to change so they could get off the Blar 
and into Fort. Meanwhile the traffi c was fl owing on the 
A82. A group of cyclists passed by in the direction of 
the distillery, capes, crash helmets, panniers, the lot. 
All of a sudden an item fell off the back of one of their 
bikes. A loaf! ‘They’re going to be a bit upset when 
they stop to have a piece and fi nd themselves without 
their sliced pan,’ some onlookers mused. Just then 
a lorry came along and that signalled the complete 
demise of the loaf, leaving it as very fl at bread. Even 
the seagulls had a job getting anything out of it after 
the artic had knocked the pan in.

 From the loaf to the fish. Wee Donald Morrison, 
back from his sojourn in Harris, was telling me that 
while he was gathering peats at Lingerbay the other 
week, all of a sudden six salmon smolts dropped out of 
a cloudless sky and landed at his feet. ‘I had heard of 
manna from heaven,’ Donald said, ‘but salmon from 
the sky wass (wass) a new one on me. Literally.’ It 
transpired that while Donald’s peat cutting operation 
was in progress, so, too was the transfer of smolts by 
helicopter from Loch Langavat. The half dozen that 
slipped out to join Donald and Peat were ‘in the pan 
before you could say loaves and fishes’. Donald told 
me: ‘Aye, flying fish from heaven are chust sublime!'

 The 500th passenger of the year on the London to 
Fort William Motorail service was feted last week. It 
was nearly 512, in all fairness, because, the day before, 
a dozen cattle were observed making their sure-foot-
ed way across An Aird, that venerable stretch of 
reclaimed land. They deposited themselves – and 
other things – on the ramp reserved at the station for 
Motorail. Maybe they were looking for a Bull-Nosed 
Morris, Morris Cowley or a Raleigh Mooped.

 Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team duo Brian Mc-
Dermott and Willie Anderson had been despatched to 
Steall to make safe ‘The Prince’s Bridge’. The Steall 
steel wires, across which Prince Charles manoeuvred 
himself, had been suffering from a missing link. Our 
two local heroes, in a mix of Antrim and Stockbridge 
accents, soon replaced it with the aid of a few well-
aimed swipes of a sledgehammer.

 Quite a number of local folk, including council 
staff, thought there would be no refuse collection in 
town on Bank Holiday Monday. But there was. So, did 
someone slip up? Or was this a public–spirited show of 
devotion/double time?

 Simon at the Cruachan was making heavy weather 
of it. Simon, usually a lightning waiter, took a drinks 
order from a party of German ‘towrists’. He elicited 
from them that they required beer – of course. In fact 
they said in unison ‘Beer, bitte’. But Simon took this to 
mean ‘bitter beer’ and called up eight pints and four 
half pints of heavy. Conveying the laden tray to the 
Germans’ table Simon was more than a little confused 
when the Deutschland drinkers advised the beer was 
‘the wrong colour’. They wanted ‘Lager, Bitte, which 
to them is ‘Beer’. Which left a lot of heavy looking for 
a good home.

 At about the same time a fella walked into another 
local hotel and, after ordering a pint of heavy, asked 
for a ploughman’s lunch. Away went a member of the 
bar staff to organise the plateful. But it was taking 
ages to arrive. A colleague was despatched to investi-
gate the hold-up and soon found the reason. The delay 
was because the fi rst bartender was painstakingly 
removing, with the point of a knife, ‘these bits of blue 
cheese because they don’t look very nice’.

LOCHABER residents 
are being invited to the 
Loch Eildhe Mor hydro 
scheme open day on 
Thursday October 5.

The event will run from 
12.15-12.30pm for regis-
tration at the old smelter, 
12.45pm for presentations 
and then from 1.30-
2.30pm for an informal 
lunch.

Hydro developer Green 
Highland Renewables is 
hosting the community 
open day when there will 
be a chance to have look 
around the project which 
has begun generating 
green power just above 

WITH Fort William hosting the Mòd from October 13-
21, the local Town Team is holding an 'Autumn Clean' 
event on Sunday October 8, meeting at 2pm at the Hub 
in the Parade.

Weedkiller has been put on all the weeds in the High 
Street and organisers plan to remove the dead weeds, as 
well as those now appearing on the Promenade. Volun-
teers are also needed to plant up the planters in the High 
Street with winter flowering pansies.

A bake sale will also be held in the Town Team Hub 
on the Parade on Thursday October 19 to raise funds. 
All baking donations will be gratefully received. Baking 
can be left at the hub from 9.30am on Thursday October 
19 or at Torlinnhe any time on Wednesday October 18.

A big crowd of walkers turned 
out to help the suicide awareness 
charity. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Isle of Skye Pipe Band.

Pipe band ends season 
on a successful note

All the winners at the Glengarry Produce Show. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Cherry Duncan won the David MacCallum Memorial Cup 
for best exhibit . Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Glengarry gets 
creative at annual 
produce show

Trophy, garden produce: 
Ken Brown. Invergarry Ho-
tel, novelty veg: Ken Brown.

Great Glen Travel, floral 
award: Neil Stewart.

AN Fraser Photography 
Trophy: Shannon Stewart.

Seven Heads Shield, 
preserves and baking: Ann 
Sandilands.

Beryl Barnes Memorial 
Cup, arts and crafts: Val 
Ungless.

Thistle Stop Trophy for 
floral art: Kate Stewart.

Children's section overall 
winner: Elanor Littlewood.

First Fort Augustus 
Guides Trophy, high school 
overall winner: Rhianna 
MaCCallum and Lily 
Bloom.

David MacCallum Me-
morial Cup, best exhibit in 
show: Cherry Duncan.

Overall most points in 
show: Lorna MacRae.

Lochaber shows support at canal ‘Walk in Memory’

Volunteers needed for 
Fort Mòd spruce up

Kinlochleven. ‘The 
event is an opportunity 
to visit the power house, 
ask questions and hear a 
short presentation about 
the scheme. It will then 
be officially opened by 
local councillor Andrew 
Baxter,’ said company 
managing director Ian 
Cartwright.

Work on the £13 million 
scheme began in early 
2016 and was completed 
last month. It lies on land 
owned by new owners 
Jahama Highland Estates.

Kinlochleven Commu-
nity Council will receive 
£5,000 per MW per 
annum community benefit 
from the scheme. This 
amounts to £10,000 in 
the first year of operation 
when the scheme runs at 
2MW. This will increase 
to £25,000 a year when 
Green Highland install a 
second 3MW turbine in 
12 months.

Anyone wishing to 
attend should contact 
Cheryl Taylor on 01738 
493115 or cheryltaylor@
greenhighland.co. uk

Loch Eildhe hydro 
scheme open day

Ian Cartwright.

The Highland Hotel from Loch Linnhe.
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Lochaber Chamber of Commerce is delighted to 
bring you a bigger, better, faster Dragons’ Glen as 
part of Ideas Week 2017 in association West Coast 
Communities Growth Trust administered by Foun-
dation Scotland, with £10,000 prize money available 
for one daring entrepreneur!

Dragons Angus MacDonald, Anja Baak, Steve 
Ham and Emma Parton ready to inspire the next 
generation of entrepreneurs right here in the Out-
door Capital of the UK, Lochaber!

Angus MacDonald OBE
Angus MacDonald (53) has built two significant pub-
lishing companies, the latter originally a newspaper 
called Financial News that morphed into ‘efinancial-
news’ and ‘efinancialcareers’ - sold to the Wall street 
Journal and two private equity firms in 2007 for 
£80m. He now has a series of businesses in recycling, 
renewable energy, internet education and forestry. 
He founded The Caledonian Challenge, which has 
raised c. £14m for charity and runs the Moidart Trust 
to help businesses in the west highlands of Scotland 
grow and flourish. 

He is a Deputy Lieutenant for Perthshire and was 
awarded an OBE for services to the Highlands.

Anja Baak
Anja runs Great Glen Charcuterie with her hus-
band Jan Jacob Baak in Roy Bridge. The company 
produces a range of charcuterie made with locally 
sourced wild venison which they sell to retailers and 
restaurants across the UK. Anja is in charge of the 
marketing and sales of the company.
Originally from the Netherlands where she trained as 
a primary school teacher Anja moved to Scotland in 
2000 with her family when her husband was offered a 
job. When her husband started the venison business 
Anja used the left over deerskin to produce deer 
leather booties. This was a small business which she 
could operate alongside her growing family.
In 2010 Anja got involved full-time in Great Glen 
Charcuterie. The company has seen a huge growth 
over the last few years and has won many awards 
including Best Marketing initiative at the 2015 High-
lands and Island Food and Drink Awards and their 
Salami was awarded Best British Charcuterie in the 

Guild of Fine Food awards in 2013. Anja is also an 
ambassador for Women’s Enterprise Scotland. WES 
inspires, motivates and encourage women to start 
their own business. And they offer support to those 
already trading, to help them grow and get stronger.

Steve Ham
Since joining The Underwater Centre in 2004, 
Steve has worked to strengthen the ties between 
The Underwater Centre and the subsea industry 
it supports. 
With a background in global marketing and com-
munications, Steve’s main focus has been to identify 
and understand the challenges faced by the subsea 
industry in order to facilitate its future success. 
Steve works closely with international organisations 
and companies such as IMCA, BP, Shell and Fugro 
to better understand the training and competence 
needs of the global subsea industry and develop a way 
to address them. The Underwater Centre is one of 
the world’s top subsea training facilities and operates 
specialist training for commercial divers and ROV 
pilots, helping companies undertake vital sea trials.

Emma Parton
Emma is the owner and managing director of The 
Highland Soap Company, based in Fort William. 
Having started The Highland Soap Company from 
her own kitchen in Spean Bridge, Emma has grown 
the business in a way that has ensured the company 
remains committed to producing handmade soaps 
and toiletries using the most natural ingredients and 
traditional methods. 
Currently, The Highland Soap Company has three 
retail shops – in Fort William, Spean Bridge and Pit-
lochry – through which it sells it’s products, as well as 
an online shopping range. Its soap can also be found 
in selected retailers and in hotels around the country. 
Over the past 14 years Emma has steadily nurtured the 
business and currently employs 16 members of staff.
This years’ event will take place on Wednesday 15th 
November at 5pm at The Moorings Hotel in Fort 
William. 
Anyone who dares to enter the Dragons’ Glen should 
email chris.obrien@lochaberchamber.co.uk please 
note that the closing date for entries will be 5pm on 
Friday 29th September.

Meet the Dragons
Lochaber Ideas Week

 November 13-17, 2017

Angus MacDonald, Anja Baak, Steve Ham and Emma Parton ready to inspire the next generation of entrepreneurs

Angus MacDonald OBE Anja Baak Steve Ham Emma Parton

There was drama aboard Oban lifeboat this month ... but not involving a rescue at sea. Saturday September 9 was a historic day for the volunteer crew as it was the 
� rst time two of the crew were married – to each other. A blue yacht departed the North Pier pontoons and was escorted across the bay to Dungallan Park by Oban 
lifeboat Mora Edith MacDonald. The yacht was carrying Oban RNLI crew member and press o�  cer Leonie Woolf to her wedding. Upon arrival at the pontoons, an 

RNLI guard of honour was waiting to line the path to her marriage to fellow RNLI crew member and deputy mechanic Andrew Mead.

Happy couple ‘hitch’ a lift on their own lifeboat

Shortage of carers sees crisis 
worsen for vulnerable people
AN INABILITY to recruit 
staff has resulted in a home care 
crisis in Oban, with vulnerable 
people being left without help.

And the situation could inten-
sify due to a private provider 
issuing Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil’s Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) with notice 
this week that will see it cease to 
provide care.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for health and social 
care, Kieron Green, said: ‘There 
have been issues with one 
provider in particular and that 
provider has served notice on 
us – it will be ceasing to provide.

‘There has been a meeting 
today [Monday] looking at how 
we can transfer [staff] over to 
the other providers. Our priority 
is to make sure that everyone in 
the community is safe.’

An emergency HSCP meeting 
took place last week to discuss 
the ongoing problem with caring 
in the area – with the minutes 
subsequently leaked to the 
media.

Reports show that 6,000 hours 
of care have not been covered in 
Oban and the surrounding area 
since January, meaning that 
vulnerable people have been 
left for hours without care and 
medication.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
regarding carers missing 
appointments, Mr Green said: 
‘I think that’s a real concern. 
That has left people in totally 
unsatisfactory conditions. 

‘I have heard of really quite 
horrendous examples of people 
where the appointments have 
been missed – you can’t allow 

that to happen. Home care is a 
vital service, where people have 
to trust that you will deliver 
and at the moment, for some 
people, that does not seem to 
be the case.’

The problem is being put 
down to a lack of staff.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell is urging the HSCP to 
restore public confidence.

Mr Russell said: ‘All these 
issues, and more, have led me 
to believe that the public, like 
myself, have lost confidence in 
the current management and 
governance of the HSCP and 

accordingly urgent steps must 
be taken to restore that confi-
dence.

‘However, just more commit-
ment to further “consultation” 
will not be enough. The time for 
that has passed. 

‘It is now imperative that 
change is made that results in 
competent, locally sensitive and 
fully accountable management 
of our essential health services. 

‘I also believe it’s vital our 
care workers are provided with 
equitable terms and conditions 
of employment, so they can feel 
valued and properly supported 

in an often challenging and 
stressful job.’

Former Oban councillor Neil 
MacIntyre said: ‘Somewhere 
along the line, someone is going 
to have to make a decision. We 
know there are problems, so do 
we change or do we carry on the 
way it is?

‘This is not a new thing. The 
lack of care staff and not being 
able to do care in the commu-
nity has been apparent for quite 
a while.’

Councillor for Oban North 
and Lorn Julie Mckenzie add-
ed: ‘It’s evident that some of the 

most vulnerable people in our 
community are currently being 
failed by the HSCP. The crisis in 
care at home has been building 
for some time and recruitment 
and retention of staff is only one 
part of the issue.’

A spokesman for the HSCP 
said that providers have been 
struggling to recruit and retain 
staff locally, and local managers 
are working to ensure that ser-
vices are still being delivered.

A community care action plan 
has been developed to ensure 
this is the case. 

The spokesman added: ‘The 

HSCP has also arranged for 
additional staff to be drafted in 
at short notice from other areas 
to assist the local care providers 
with the staffing pressures they 
are experiencing.

‘This additional support has 
ensured all home care visits 
are covered and all clients are 
receiving the appropriate level 
of care.

‘Senior HSCP managers have 
also been working with the 
providers to develop a medium- 
to long-term plan which, it is 
hoped, will attract new recruits 
into the care profession.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

FREEVIEW viewers in the 
south-west Highlands and 
Islands may need to retune their 
TV equipment on October 4 to 
continue watching programmes.

Some Freeview channels are 
moving to new airwaves to allow 
for the future development of 
new mobile broadband services.

Following a decision by 
Ofcom, the media regulator, 
transmitters across the UK are 
being updated region by region 
as part of a major engineering 
programme being carried out 
between now and 2020.

Changes will begin at the 
Torosay transmitter group short-
ly after midnight and Freeview 
channels will be off-air overnight 
until 6am. 

After this, any viewers receiv-
ing their TV signal from the 
main Torosay transmitter who 
find they are missing channels 
can retune to get them back. 
Services from smaller local relay 
transmitters will be subject to 
disruption until late afternoon. 
Satellite and cable TV are not 
affected.

Around 15,000 homes are 
served by these transmitters. 
Freeview will be running an in-
formation campaign to prepare 
people for the change, including 
advertising and on-screen mes-
sages.

Retuning should be straight-
forward and some TV equip-
ment will retune automatically. 
Anyone who needs advice, or 
who finds they are still missing 
services after retuning, can visit 
the Freeview website at www.
freeview.co.uk/tvchanges or 
contact the Freeview Advice 
Line free on 0808 100 0288. 

Some older aerials may need 
to be replaced to continue re-
ceiving all channels. Help will be 
available for viewers where this 
is the case.

Freeview 
users may 
have to 
retune TVs



10 LETTERS Thursday 21 September, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

Days gone by – 1997

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Primary one teacher Rosemary Robertson and visiting art teacher Stevie Morgan are pictured with the new intake at 
Fort William Primary School. Don’t miss our 2017 Primary One supplement in next week’s Oban Times.

Social media

There is no doubt that Scotland has the potential to 
be a world leader in the provision of renewable and 

green energy.
Indeed, the country has largely embraced the gener-

ation of clean power, with successive Scottish Govern-
ments setting internationally-leading targets for green 
energy. However, we also face the conundrum of being 
home to some of Europe’s last great tracts of spectacu-
lar wilder ness areas.

So it is perfectly understandable that there are 
significant concerns over the application by Innogy 

Renewnables for eight linked hydro power schemes on 
Glen Dessary Estate.

Residents in the area recounted at a public meeting 
last week in Achnacarry many incidents of disruption 
that must not be allowed to be repeated.

The fact that Innogy Renewables UK hydro develop-
ment and construction manager admitted the work will 
be akin to  ‘open heart surgery’ on our landscape means 
that if the company proceeds with this development, it 
is essential it does so sensitively and with great care – to 
the enviroment and the local community.

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Business park tra�  c is 
not the sticking point
Sir,
I would like to respond to the column 
in The Oban Times re the traffic con-
gestion in and around Fort William.

It was stated that the construction of 
the new business park is causing part 
of the problem. Whoever said that are 
way off the mark!

Anyone who has passed this part of 
the road will surely agree that it is the 
only area where there is no hold up. 
In fact the construction companies 
and staff deserve a hearty pat on the 
back for their professionalism and 
understanding re flow of traffic.

An easy target to blame for a 
problem that Highland Council have 
brushed under the carpet for years. 
No action over the years to traffic 
congestion in the Fort William area is 
a massive understatement.

Joe Wilson,
Spean Bridge.

Loch na Keal 
salmon escape
Sir,
Re your recent article: this happened 
on or about August 16 and was actu-
ally reported to Marine Scotland two 
days later by a member of the general 
public. Fish had been spotted jumping 
in the loch for a day or two being pur-
sued by seals, porpoises etc. and the 
river Ba was filling up with them. It 
was clear there had been a substantial 
release of large fish.

The fish farm itself was unaware of 
it until the following week, as at that 
stage they were only puzzled by a cage 
going off its food for no obvious rea-
son. A loss of about 11,000 (around 
30 tons) has now been accounted for. 
There has been an explanation for 
this error, but no apology.

As a result Loch Ba is hosting a 
large quantity of illegal immigrants 
with over 200 having been caught by 
anglers in loch and river.

For predators including anglers, 
eagles and otters it has been a field 
day, but it is a mess with unknown 
consequences: these vary from little 
or no long-term adverse effects to a 
worst case of substantial downgrading 
of its unique gene pool. Time will tell 
but, given the large reduction in stock 
over the past 30 or 40 years, it would 
not take much to tip the system into 
unsustainability. There is little his-
torical evidence of the effect on small 
salmon systems being inundated with 
near mature fish to help predict the 
outcome.

One of the more serious criticisms 
about salmon farming is that the ma-
rine ecology which they are disrupting 
is not of much concern to them: that 
is someone else’s problem. In terms 
of preserving marine heritage in a 
country, which is striving to excel in 
“green” achievements, this cannot be 
best practice.

The incident has highlighted the ur-
gent need for one salmon farm at least 
to upgrade its training and day-to-day 
supervision standards. Whether this 
industry is truly sustainable in its 
current form is a very moot point. The 
sooner these activities are transferred 

to land, where even modest seaman-
ship skills are unnecessary, the better. 
This is technically feasible but for now 
lacks motivation.

James Harmer, 
Gruline House, Isle of Mull.

Morrison’s has its 
priorities all wrong
Sir,
After an article appeared in the 
Lochaber Times a few weeks ago on 
the subject of the state of Morrison’s 
Fort William car park, I’m glad to 
see that something has been done 
about it, but I can’t help thinking that 
they’ve started at the wrong end of the 
priorities list: as I recall, the six items 
mentioned as needing attention were 
as follows:-

1) The ring road, which needed to be 
made one-way clockwise.

2) The provision of a motorcycle 
park up beside the café.

3) The provision of some bigger 
marked bays to accommodate bigger 
vehicles such as campervans.

4) The marking of the area beside 
the ATM’s as “Drop-off or immediate 
pick-up ONLY: NO PARKING!”

5) The removal of the wee trees 
(or, more precisely, the concrete dia-
monds in which they stand) to free up 
more spaces. And

6) The lowering of the kerbs at the 
end of the pedestrian crossings, or the 
re-siting of the crossings.

So where did they start? At number 
6, lowering the kerbs.

And what else have they done? At 
time of writing, apparently nothing.

Do any of the bosses there ever take 
a few minutes to monitor the car park 
and see for themselves just how the 
above suggestions could help with 
the free flow of traffic in to, around, 
and out of the car park? Come on, 
Morrison’s: get with the programme!

Davie Kerr,
Ferry Reach, Onich.

Mull foresters plan to 
avoid use of chemicals
Sir,
Sandy Neil’s piece on pine weevils 
was interesting and timely. However it 
would be important to note that there 
is substantial concern from many in 
rural communities and elsewhere 
about the effect of neonicotinoids on 
the environment.

I was therefore pleased to take part 
in a meeting in Dervaig in July which 
heard that the two local community 
forestry companies and the Forestry 
Commission have no present plans to 
use such chemicals on Mull.

The meeting also welcomed an 
agreement that should such plans 
be considered they would not be 
implemented without community 
consultation.

I have followed up on this by meet-
ing another group from Mull and 
securing a meeting with the Cabinet 
Secretaries for the Rural Economy 
and the Environment at which I will 
pursue further issues, including the 
desire of many for a complete ban 
on these chemicals, the need for 
more investment in the development 

of natural alternatives, the concerns 
on the island with regard to a lack of 
sufficient local employment in forest-
ry and the desirability of monitoring 
the effect of these chemicals in areas 
where they have been used in the past.

Michael Russell, MSP,
Argyll and Bute.

Councillor vows to 
work hard for ward
Sir,
I recently had a very productive few 
days, attending the recent Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands area commit-
tee meeting in Campbeltown, viewing 
the terrific refurbishing work being 
done on Campbeltown Grammar 
School, and visiting a number of my 
constituents in Tarbert to see first-
hand their concerns about the condi-
tion of local roads, pavements and the 
problems users of mobility scooters 
face when using some pavements.

I also attended the EDI committee 
where I spoke of the importance of 
keeping our gritting and road main-
tenance operations on Islay, Jura, 
Colonsay, Gigha and Kintyre during 
the winter months, and attended the 
harbour board meeting where I raised 
concerns about the recent disruptions 
to our local Jura ferry sailings and 
spoke with the board officers about 
the importance of not burdening our 
local fishermen with too many rules 
and regulations.

The following day I was very pleased 
to attend the opening of the new West 
Highland housing scheme, Dail Na 
Mara, in Port Ellen.

Every day I have been a councillor 
for the Kintyre and Islands ward I 
have been fighting for a better deal 
for you and helping each individual 
constituent that contacts me with a 
problem. I will continue to do so.

While I will attend many meetings 
as I have done already, I will not 
become bureaucratic meeting fodder, 
nor will I, for that matter, waste time 
that could be better spent fighting for 
locals, to write about meetings other 
councillors do not attend.

As I leave my position at my Post 
Office, I will in the future be able to 
push even harder for my local ward.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Danger of potential 
� ooding at marina
Sir, 
I have observed  that the new marina 
building being constructed on North 
Pier does not have any external sea 
flood defence barriers fitted to the 
external doors. 

Lidl has them because of the poten-
tial future flooding around the Black 
Lynne and Lochavullin. 

I have reported my concerns over 
the great flooding as predicted  in 
2018 and extra cost to the council and 
to us council taxpayers.

I feel I should bring this to people’s 
attention, and hopefully exercise a 
bit of intelligent movement from the 
council. No man can hold back the 
tide. 

Stephen Jones, by email.

‘S E LÌONMHORACHD nan làmh a 
nì an obair aotrom! ‘S cinnteach gum 
bheil a’ mhòr-chuid agaibh eòlach 
air an t-seanfhacal sin, agus nach bu 
mhath ma dhearbh eòlas beathadhu-
ibh gum bheil e fìor.

Mar a tha mi air innse dhuibh aig 
amannan eadar-dhealaichte thar 
bhliadhnaichean, tha ùidh mhòr 
agam fhìn ann an obair-leasachaidh, 
neo DIY mar a theirear ris anns a’ 
bhitheantas, agus thòisich mi air pròi-
seact mhòr aig an t-seann dachaigh 
teaghlaich ann an Caileabost san 
Eilean Sgitheanach anns an earrach 
an-uiridh. Fad deich bliadhna roimhe 
bha mi a’ beachdachadh air an obair 
a dhèanamh ach a dh’aindeoin a 
bhith a’ dealbh na bha mi ’g iarraidh 
agus a’ tomhas is a ‘ cruthachadh’ a 
liuthad plana, bha daonnan rudeigin 
eile a’ tighinn san rathad agus cha do 
thòisich obair sam bith. 

Ged nach tuirt duine aca dad, cha b’ 
iongnadh leam ged a bhiodh cuid den 
teaghlach air fàs sgìth gam èisteachd 
a’ bruidhinn air na bha mi a’ mian-
nachadh ‘s gun mi a’ dèanamh gluasad 
air! Chan eil teagamh nach robh mi 

air a bhith mòran na bu dhealasaiche 
nan robh mi air a bhith mothachail air 
mar a bha riaghailtean obair-togail 
ag atharrachadh, gu sònraichte ri 
linn ìrean còmhdach blàiths, agus a’ 
bhuaidh a bh’ aig sin air cosgaisean 
ùrachaidh agus leasachaidh thogala-
ichean. 

Thuirt ailtire rium gun robh e fhèin 
den bheachd gun robh cosgais na bha 
mise a’ cur romham aig an t-seann 
taigh air a dhol suas a thrì uiread thar 
beagan is deich bliadhna.

Aig deireadh cùise agus mar a tha 
cho tric fìor, b’ e èiginn a ghluais 
an obair! Thàinig droch aoidion air 
mullach pàirt den t-seann chidsin 
agus cha robh ciall gu bhith ann an 
cosgais càraidh ma bha sin gu bhith 
ga chur às a chèile a-rithist airson an 
leasachaidh. Tha sibh air farchluais 
agus boillsgidhean fhaotainn den 
phròiseact thar nan ochd mìosan 
deug a chaidh agus ‘s dòcha gun 
d’ fhuair sibh beagan tuigse air a’ 
mhisneachadh adhartais, agus an 
tàmailt dàil, a th’ air a bhith an lùib 
na h-obrach. Ach tha mi a’ sgrìobhadh 
seo is clach-mhìle shònraichte air 

fàire, is mi an dòchas gum bi siostam 
teasachaidh an taighe a’ dol às ùr 
taobh a-staigh beagan làithean. Nì sin 
feum dhan taigh agus dhuinn uile a 
th’ air a bhith an sàs san leasachadh, 
agus bidh fiughair ri cruinneachadh 
ann mu àm Nollaige, toradh coibh-
neis agus deònachd bhall teaghlaich, 
charaidean, agus luchd-cèaird.

Am measg mòran a tha ri tachairt 
roimhe sin tha Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail ann an Loch Abar, tachartas 
eile nach biodh ann mura b’ e spàirn 
saor-thoileach mhòran. Mo mhìle 
taing agus beannachd aca uile.

ROYAL National Mòd 2017 in 
Lochaber will be another excep-
tional demonstration of community 
commitment to Gaelic language 
and culture. Surely any cause that 
continuously attracts so much good 
will from so many thousands deserves 
success, and Gaelic users and learners 
everywhere should carry this culture 
with pride.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A path to home
AT THIS time of year, the excitement 
of new beginnings is in the minds of 
the many students embarking on their 
first forays away from home.

For most of the Scottish colleges and 
universities, Freshers’ Week came to 
a conclusion last weekend and, this 
week, courses are starting in earnest.

The influx to the cities of hordes of 
young students from the Highlands 
and Islands is a double-edged sword 
both for the individuals and for the 
communities they come from.

For the individual, it means the 
thrill of a new chapter coupled with 
the sadness of leaving home. For the 
communities, it means their sons 
and daughters seeing the world and 
gaining a further education coupled 
with the prospect that most will never 
return to fill the population gap they 
leave behind.

Further education in the form of a 
university or college course is one of 
the great opportunities of the modern 
world and one of the best means for 
progression of the individual and the 
population as a whole. However, this 
path is not for everyone and progress 
in life for many individuals is, in 

fact, stifled by the all-encompassing 
pressure that the school environment 
exerts on anyone who is able, at the 
earliest opportunity, to get themselves 
a degree.

For the Highlands and Islands, the 
blanket approach of the education 
system to pressure all to follow a 
route that mainly involves moving to 
the city is one of the most significant 
causes of depopulation.

From the day children enter school, 
they are being both directly and 
indirectly steered towards a path that 
leads to leaving home. This is the right 
road for many but for many others it is 
not.

Unfortunately, the school system 
gives almost no credence to career 
paths that allow young people to 
continue living where they come 
from, as many want to do. This is one 
area that, with a simple change of 
approach, could have a significantly 
positive effect on the sustainability of 
peripheral economies.

With the wonders of an improving 
internet system connecting rural 
areas to the world, I see more and 
more opportunities arising for jobs 
that can be done from the geographic 
extremities of the country.

These new opportunities, as well as 
those existing and historic, should be 
an integral part of the careers advice 
given in schools. Yes, it may involve a 
period of education in the city, but if 
that journey is started with returning 
being the goal, it could have a long-
term strengthening effect on the 
fragile populations.

A successful career can come in 
many shapes and forms, and certainly 
does not need to involve further for-
mal education or leaving home. The 
many people who wish to live in the 
place they are from should be given 
guidance relevant to that aim.

There are thousands of people who 
wish to return to the Highlands and 
Islands to live and work but have no 
idea how to achieve that. 

With better support in early edu-
cation, many of them might not have 
left in the first place and many others 
might be better qualified to be able to 
return.

So, to those first year students 
setting off on their own new voyages 
I say, make the most of your widening 
world and enjoy the experiences of the 
city, but in the words of Skerryvore, 
remember you have ‘A bridge forever, 
a path to home.’

We published this great picture 
on Facebook last week and asked 
readers to identify the boy and girls.
Ella Edgar responded: ‘This is a group 
of the Ella Edgar dancers taken outside 
the Corran Halls at the Festival. Can 
anyone give me a date? Look how 
young everyone is??? All looking good 
& I think it’s the � rst time HD trophies 
went to Jura won by Louise Cochrane!!! 
Brave Graeme Hamilton with a those 
girls! You haven’t changed a bit 
Graeme!!!!’
Louise Welch posted: ‘(Back row l-r) 
Graeme Hamilton, Francesca Hart, Amy 
Proctor (back), Kathleen Jamieson, 
Alison MacIndeor, Catherine McMillan 
(back), Arlene McKerrell, Gemma Mac-
Dougall, Rebecca Hart (middle). (Front 
row l-r) Lynn MacDougall, Stephanie 
Corson, Louise Cochrane, Lorraine 
McLellan, Morven Watson. That’s the 
lot of us there with our old surnames.’
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Interested in boarding but not sure what to expect? 

Join us for Open Morning on Saturday 30th September for an 
opportunity to see our facilities, tour the school and talk to sta� 
and pupils.
We provide a wide-ranging curriculum and an extensive programme 
of extra-curricular and outdoor activities, including hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing, canoeing and much more.

To confirm your attendance at Open Morning, contact:
admissions@lomondschool.com

Come and join the 
Lomond School 
Family

lomondschool.com

Six months for Oban man who spat on woman
AN OBAN man has received a six-
month jail sentence for spitting on a 
woman’s face.

Andrei Tsilikin of 3-2, 23 High 
Street, was found guilty of the assault 
when he appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday September 11.

Tsilikin is already serving a custo-

dial sentence in HMP Greenock. He 
was due to be released in April of next 
year, but will now serve an additional 
six months.

The incident took place just after 
1pm on June 30, 2017, at Argyll 
Square, Oban. 

Tsilikin denied the charge, with his 

position being that it was he who was 
assaulted.

However, Sheriff Patrick Hughes 
disagreed after hearing evidence from 
one police officer and four civilians.

The court heard that following the 
altercation, the victim made her way 
directly to Oban Police Station, leaving 

the saliva on her face to show the police. 
And a police constable testified to 
seeing a wet patch on the victim’s face.

Sheriff Hughes said: ‘This is a se-
rious assault on a woman in a public 
place,’ and opted for Tsilikin’s six-
month sentence to run consecutively 
to his current jail term.

Dunbeg activist demands 
40mph limit on the A85
HUNDREDS of people have now 
pledged their support and signed a 
petition asking for improvements to 
be made to the A85.

The Oban Times has been campaign-
ing since the beginning 
of the year for upgrades 
to be made from Oban to 
Connel.

The Stay Alive on the 
A85 petition started 
following a number of 
tragic and heartbreaking 
accidents that have taken 
place on that stretch of 
road over the decades. At least 11 
people have died in the past 17 years.

A member of Dunbeg Community 
Council who uses the road on a daily 
basis believes there should be a 40mph 
speed limit from Pennyfuir Cemetery 

to Saulmore Farm, saying: ‘There’s 
far too much traffic and too much 
going on for it to be safe for a 60mph 
road. There are so many junctions.

‘I think it’s horrendous because you 
are trying to get out onto 
a 60mph road and there 
are cars going both ways.

‘And when you get out 
you have to get up to 60 
as fast as possible.’

The Stay Alive on the 
A85 petition is calling 
for a reduction in the 
speed limit, an extension 

of the double white lines to prevent 
overtaking between Connel and 
Oban, and a lay-by to be created at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.

Sign the petition at www.obantimes.
co.uk/stayalive85

POLICE
FILES
with Sergeant 
Chris Edwards
Vehicle damage
BETWEEN noon and 1pm on 
Thursday September 14 in 
Stevenson Street, Oban,  a black 
Vauxhall motor vehicle was dam-
aged. Witnesses are asked to call 
Police Scotland on 101 and  refer 
to crime reference LB01130917 
with any information relating to 
this incident.

Car vandalised
BETWEEN 8pm on Friday 
September 15 and 9.30pm on 
Sunday September 17, a  black 
Ford Fiesta was scratched 
within the car park at Colonsay 
Terrace, Oban. Witnesses are 
asked to  call Police Scotland 
on 101 and refer to crime 
reference LB01310917 with any 
information relating to this 
incident.

Assault
AT ABOUT 2.30am on Sunday 
September 10 outside MacGre-
gor Court, Station Square, Oban, 
a female  was assaulted by 
another female. Witnesses are 
asked to call Police Scotland on 
101 and refer to  crime reference 
LB00850917 with any information 
relating to this incident.

IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation 
to the above, or to any other 
incident, they can contact their 
local police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through  Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Safety fears 
addressed by 
developers
A ONE-METRE high fence 
is to be constructed in front 
of a rock face below Catalina 
Avenue that was being used as a 
shortcut.

The 25-foot drop was deemed 
‘an accident waiting to happen’ 
as it was being used by children 
as a footpath.

A fence will be positioned at 
the bottom of the rock face and 
another at the bus turning circle 
to deter members of the public 
from using the route.

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles Roddy McCuish 
revealed the news at the Oban 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting last week.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
he said: ‘Given the concerns 
that were raised regarding the 
dangerous rock face at Catalina 
Avenue, I am delighted to say, 
after negotiations with the de-
velopers, that they have agreed 
to build a fence. 

‘I would hope that would alle-
viate any concerns about child 
safety.’

Driver 
banned 
for a year 
and fi ned
A 35-YEAR-OLD man has 
been banned from the road for 
12 months and fined £700 for 
drink driving and driving with-
out insurance.

Valentin Matvievici, of Wilton 
Villa, Breadalbane Street, 
Tobermory, was celebrating 
Easter Sunday on April 16 of 
this year. He was drinking with 
a group of friends and drove 
someone else’s car home.

Witnesses phoned the police 
after he drove into a stone water 
fountain on Main Street, Tober-
mory, twice.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty told Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday September 11 that 
witnesses watched Matvievici 
get into the driver’s seat.

Mr McGinty said: ‘He drove 
forward, first colliding with a 
stone water fountain and then 
reversed and drove forward, 
again colliding with the foun-
tain, before driving off without 
stopping to check for damage.

‘One of the witnesses noted 
down the registration, believing 
the driver to be intoxicated.’

Police then arrived on scene, 
where they found no damage 
to the water fountain, but did 
come across a piece of plastic 
from the car. Officers attended 
Matvievici’s home and saw the 
car in the driveway with the keys 
still in the ignition.

After speaking to individuals 
in the house, Matvievici ad-
mitted that it was he who was 
driving the vehicle. The accused 
was then cautioned and charged.

‘While he was being trans-
ported,’ Mr McGinty said, ‘the 
accused informed the police 
that he had crashed into the 
water fountain and also that he 
had crashed into the gable end 
of a house on his way back home.

‘He also indicated that he had 
consumed more alcohol when he 
got back to the house.’

Mr McGinty added: ‘Some of 
the levels may be attributed to 
the post-incident drinking.’

Matvievici’s sample registered 
69mg of alcohol in 100ml of 
breath, when the legal limit in 
Scotland is 22mg in 100ml.

Eddie Thorton, the accused’s 
solicitor, said his client is a Mal-
dovian national and that Easter 
Sunday in Maldova is a family 
celebration. ‘He was not working 
on that day,’ he said. ‘And in effect 
there was going to be a party.

When it came to returning to 
the accommodation, it appeared 
to the accused that [the desig-
nated driver] was in no condition 
to drive. ‘So stupidly Mr Matvie-
vici drove the vehicle.’

Sheriff Patrick Hughes said: 
‘This is a serious offence. It must 
have been clear to everyone in 
the group that if you are taking 
drink to a public park that 
whoever is going to be driving is 
going to be over the limit.’

Matvievici was disqualified 
from driving for 12 months and 
received a £500 fine for drink 
driving and a £200 fine for driv-
ing without insurance.

Agencies probe reports of 
asbestos on Seil’s streets
THE NEW owners of the Isle 
of Seil’s Highland Arts Centre 
have ceased renovations while 
agencies investigate complaints 
of asbestos being released.

Ellenabeich’s former Highland 
Arts Centre was bought by Tony 
Hill, who owns the wildlife boat 
operator Seafari Adventures 
next door, and he plans to turn 
the building into a boat storage 
facility.

However, last week there were 
complaints that work on the 
roof was allegedly scattering 
asbestos debris along the 
roadside, and health and safety 
agencies began investigating.

Ellenabeich resident Graeme 
Bruce told The Oban Times: ‘ I 
have asked Argyll and Bute 
Council and other agencies 
a series of questions with the 

intention of finding out if this 
material is safe and, if it is not, 
who will clear it up.’

Contractor Malcolm Kerr, 
who was working on the roof 
at the time, told us the dust ob-
served was smoke from sawing 
metal, and he was ‘100 per cent 
sure there is not any asbestos 
there: it is cement board. But it 
has to be treated the same way. 
You get suited up, and you get 
masks on.’

The masks and materials are 
then wrapped and put in a skip, 
he added, saying: ‘I would not 
put anybody’s life at risk, my 
own or my workers. Everything 
has been done through the 
proper channels.’

Mr Hill said: ‘Once it had 
come to light that we had been 
reported, all works on site 
ceased. 

‘The task in hand at the High-
land Arts site was to powerwash 

the outside of the building prior 
to a fresh coat of paint.

‘Official bodies were invited 
to visit the site. They came, they 
saw, they concluded. No case to 
answer. 

‘All works, clearing, transport-
ing and disposal of material had 
been completed according to 
due procedures. 

‘All appropriate agencies had 
been informed prior to the 
works being undertaken. 

‘Highland Arts was purchased 
by Seafari in the knowledge of 
the condition of the building via 
a surveyor’s report.

‘Seafari wishes to move on, 
complete powerwashing the 
building, clear up the mess and 
paint as required, but we believe 
we should leave the site as is 
until this saga concludes.’

The Health and Safety Execu-
tive (HSE) said its inquiries are 
still in their early stages.

A spokesperson said: ‘We will 
need to work through whether 
there are matters for the local 
authority to investigate, given it 
is the health and safety regula-
tor for buildings such as the arts 
centre, and that is responsible 
for enforcing on matters relating 
to public safety.’

Argyll and Bute Council said 
this is a matter for HSE and 
SEPA, although an environmen-
tal health officer has also visited 
and found nothing of concern. 

Last Friday, lead environmen-
tal health officer Patrick Mackie 
concluded: ‘It has been alleged 
that the removal of the asbestos 
cement roofing from the western 
range of buildings resulted in 
small pieces of asbestos cement 
debris being scattered along the 
roadside.

‘I visited the site this after-
noon and was accompanied 
by Carolyn Perkins into the 

roofless building and inspected 
the accessible areas around the 
building, including the road 
verge. 

‘I did not observe any material 
other than flakes of paint. There 
are no further actions you are 
required to take.’

Jim Frame, the Scottish En-
vironment Protection Agency’s 
unit manager for Argyll, added: 
‘SEPA is aware of the ongoing 
work at the former Highland 
Arts Centre and of local con-
cerns which have been raised 
about the presence and handling 
of asbestos-based materials on 
the site.

‘It is our understanding that 
colleagues from Health and 
Safety Executive and the local 
authority have been involved 
throughout, and at present 
there are no activities under 
way which require a regulatory 
intervention by SEPA.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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Yvonne appeals as ‘innocent man is dying’
THE plight of Billy Irving, the 
Connel man languishing in a 
notorious Indian jail, was high-
lighted again this week, writes 
Martin Laing.

Ex-paratrooper Billy, 
together with five other UK 
ex-service personnel employed 
by US company Advanfort to 
provide protection against So-
mali pirates, was arrested by the 
Indian authorities when their 
ship strayed into their territorial 
waters.

Billy’s fiancée Yvonne 
MacHugh this week (Tuesday 

September 19) renewed her plea 
for help to free him and his fellow 
shipmates – one of whom is suf-
fering from cancer. 

In a moving statement on 
her change.org online petition, 
Yvonne wrote: ‘An innocent 
man is dying. He is thousands of 
miles from home with no family 
or friends around him. He des-
perately needs hospital care and 
treatment, yet no-one cares.

‘What will it take before India 
wakes up and realise that they 
are not only destroying the lives 
of our innocent men and their 

families but they are taking away 
the right of medical treatment 
and life?

‘One of them desperately needs 
treatment for cancer.

‘For over 10 months we have 
appealed to the Indian courts to 
allow him out of prison to get to 
a hospital for treatment, to ease 
his pain and suffering and ensure 
he has the best possible chance 
at life. For over 10 months the 
courts have refused this innocent 
man treatment.

‘None of our men should be in 
prison. They are not a danger to 

anyone. They lived for nearly two 
years in India while awaiting trial.

‘They did not flee as they had 
no reason to. Those men helped 
in the communities they were 
living in, they built friendships 
and believed that justice would 
prevail.

‘But the justice system failed 
them, the Indian government 
failed them, their own govern-
ments failed them ... we cannot 
fail them.’

And Argyll and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara has met Foreign 
Office minister Mark Field, who 

has a specific remit for Asia, to 
put further pressure on the gov-
ernment to do more to secure the 
release of the Billy and the others 
who have become known as the 
‘Chennai 6’ (#chennai6).

Mr O’Hara said: ‘This was my 
seventh meeting in just two years 
with my third Foreign Office 
minister to highlight Billy’s case 
and to keep the pressure on the 
government urging them to use 
all its diplomatic influence.

‘I will continue to do whatever I 
can as Billy’s MP to campaign for 
his release.’

First coastal patrol 
vessel visits Oban
A BORDER FORCE vessel that will 
be used to tackle illegal activity 
on the west coast of Scotland was 
in Oban on Friday.

The Oban Times was given the 
opportunity to test drive the new 
coastal patrol vessel (CPV) in the 
Sound of Kerrera. The CPV can 
travel at up to 32 knots and will 
be used to access marinas and 
beaches where waters are shallow.

Doug McLellan, acting head 
of Border Force Maritime Com-
mand, said: ‘This vessel will patrol 
hundreds of miles of coastline 
using intelligence and interna-
tional partnership to tackle illegal 
activity at the border. It will help 
secure the UK border by carrying 
out customs and immigration 
controls for people and goods 
entering the UK. This is the � rst 
coastal patrol vessel to operate 
in Scotland and will support 
existing maritime capabilities.’

People can report suspicious 
activity around the coast to local 
police on 101, or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 
and quoting Project Kraken.
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Lochaber               25
Wigtownshire               11
BT West Division 3
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Mob. 07528 801393 | info@gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk

New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club
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Rugby

Forres Mechanics  4
Fort William   1
Highland League

Lochaber thwart Shire pack to 
clinch victory
LOCHABER Rugby Club 
bounced back from their defeat 
last weekend to overcome a 
battling Wigtownshire side at 
Banavie on Saturday.

The afternoon didn’t begin 
well for Lochaber as, during 
the warm-up before the match, 
flanker David Duncan pulled 
up with a hamstring injury, 
prompting a change to the start-
ing line-up.

Wigtownshire travelled with 
a big pack of forwards and it 
wasn’t long until they started to 
put pressure on the Lochaber 
scrum. But the big men from 
Stranraer were often too keen 
at the engage, giving away 
several free kicks in the opening 
exchanges allowing Lochaber to 
press further up the pitch.

Before long, Lochaber got 
their first points of the game 
as centre Jonathan McCook 
kicked a penalty to give Loch-
aber a 3-0 lead but had to limp 
off injured after hurting his foot 
in the tackle that gave away the 
penalty.

Lochaber then lost another 

Fort William’s poor start
to the season continues

ALTHOUGH back in the fa-
miliar surroundings of Claggan 
Park, Fort William couldn’t 
make amends for that midweek 
defeat at Forres and slumped to 
their 10th loss of the season.

Although the Fort’s squad re-
mains slightly stretched due to 
injuries and absences, the team 
set out with a positive attitude 
intent on disrupting the visitors 
and stamp their mark on the 
match.

The home side were doing well 
to thwart the attacking threats 
of the ’Vale forwards and were 
proving to be a stern test for the 
visiting side.

The Fort were dealt a blow 
just after the half-hour mark, 
however, as Kieran Lopez was 
sent off for tripping a Deveron-
vale forward. The Deveronvale 
striker broke through towards 
goal and Lopez, being the last 
man, made the decision to halt 
his progress.

Now down to 10 men, the 
home side did well, however,, 
to keep them at bay and go in at 
half-time break with the score 
still at 0-0.

The sending off began to 
take its toll on the Fort players 
as Deveronvale took the lead 
just 10 minutes into the second 
half thanks to a Michael Dunn 
strike.

Dane Ballard added to the 
scoreline with a penalty just 

The winners of the Beinn Resipole hill race (l to r): Stuart 
Crutch� eld, Lochaber Athletic Club; Sam Alexander, Westlands 

Cross Country Club; and Elvin Laugier, Breizh Vesubie Trail Club. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

A FOUR-PERSON Texas 
scramble was the main event 
at Fort William Golf Club on 
Saturday September 9. In a 
hard-fought contest, it was a 
score of net 55 that took the top 
spot. Reults as follows: 1 Lewis 
Corbett, John Ferguson, David 
Laing and Peter Laing, net 55 
(61-6); 2 Neil Feggans, Frank 
Sweeney, Peter Stewart and 
Paddy MacPherson, net 56 (62-
6); 3 Norman MacInnes, Brian 
A Stewart, Willie MacDonald 
and Graeme Worsdall, net 58 
(65-7).

On the following Saturday, 
September 16, the medal final 
was played with the following 
results:

Section 1: 1 Eric Wallace, 
net 70 (76-6); 2 Alan Overend, 
net 73 (86-13)  BIH; 3 Ronald 
MacDonald, net 73 (85-12). 
Section 2: 1 David Martin, net 
74 (92-18); 2 Pat Cassidy, net 74 
(90-16);  3 Frank Sweeney, net 
77 (94-17).

The next day, on Sunday 
September 17, the senior 
medal final was played with 
the following result: 1 Ronald 
MacDonald net 65 (77-12); 2 
Rusty Duncan net 66 (80-14); 3 
Pat Cassidy, net 70 (86-16).

Ladies: on Saturday Septem-
ber 9, female golfers at the club 
played for the Budget Trophy. 
The results were as follows: 1 
Rosemary Macintyre, net 75 
(87-12); 2 Gina Hough, net 80 
(116-36); 3 Iona Cameron, net 
88 (108-20).

THE NUMBERS drawn in 
the Caol Regeneration lotto 
were 1, 3 and 17. There were 
no winning tickets this week. 
There will now be a jackpot for 
£200 for next Thursday’s draw.

The Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week are 5, 9 and 10. There 
were no winners this week 
meaning that next week’s total 
returns to £300.

The Ballachulish Shinty Club 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 6, 7 and 20. There were 
no winning tickets this week so 
there is a £600 jackpot on offer 
next week.

This week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 2, 14 
and 15. There were no winners 
this week. There will now be 
£400 in the pot for next week’s 
draw on Thursday, September 
21.

Access all areas for 
Scottish skiers
Skiing
SKI-SCOTLAND has just 
launched its All Area Season 
Ticket for 2017-18, giving 
access to all five of Scotland’s 
mountain snowsports areas.

The All Area Season Ticket 
allows flexibility so skiers 
and snowboarders can go to 
whichever resort has the best 
snow conditions and best 
overhead weather forecast on 
any given day.

More details on the Ski-Scot-
land website.

Euan Larter breaks through the Wigtownshire line. 

player to injury with second 
row Angus Jenkins injuring his 
ankle.

Lochaber got their first try of 
the game when a mix-up at an 
attacking lineout in Shire’s 22 
allowed fly-half Euan Larter to 
dart up the blindside and burst 
through a tackle to dot down 
under the posts, with Rory 
MacKay converting. MacKay 
put over another penalty in 
the first half and shire got two 
of their own to keep the score-
board tight.

Shire were pressurising the 
Lochaber line, looking for that 
try to bring things level but were 
denied time after time by the 
Lochaber defence. Even with 
a three-man over lap, the last 
man, and captain for the day, 
William Stewart intercepted 
the ball to deny them the try.

The tense first half ended 13-6 
to Lochaber.

Shire were first to score in 
the second half but failed to 
convert their try which left 
Lochaber with a slender 13-11 
lead. Lochaber rallied after the 
visitors’ try and their backs were 
starting to get more time on the 
ball, putting some pressure on 
Shire’s defence.

That pressure finally paid off 
when winger John Jones got the 
ball in front of the posts from a 
quick tap penalty and stretched 
out in the tackle to dot the ball 
down next to the posts, leaving 
MacKay with an easy conver-
sion to give Lochaber a bit of 
breathing space.

Lochaber then got their third 
try of the game with five min-
utes to go when replacement 
Findlay Ireland took the ball 
10 metres out from the try line. 
He ran straight into the Shire 
defence and, with a bit of help 
from his team-mates, finally 
crossed the line in the corner 
for Lochaber’s third try of the 
day and Ireland’s third try in as 
many games. Lochaber ran out 
25-11 winners of the match.

The Banavie side were very 
pleased with their defensive 
effort in a tight, tough contest 
and were happy with the way 
they responded to Shire’s 
attacking spells. Lochaber now 
have a week off before they host 
Police Scotland Glasgow on 
September 30 in a 3pm kick-off 
at Banavie in a league and bowl 
double header.

A TOTAL of 54 hill runners 
took part in the third edition of 
the Beinn Resipole hill race on 
Saturday.

The hill runners were also 
joined by 31 juniors who all took 
part in the second ever Beinn 
Resipole fun run.

An early lead was taken by 
Westerlands’ Sam Alexander 
and Lochaber’s Stuart Crutch-
field, who knows the hill par-
ticularly well with this being his 
third year in a row at this race. 
Alexander kept this lead and 
pulled away for the summit with 
Crutchfield unable to bridge the 
gap. Alexander won in a time 
of 01:16:25 from Crutchfield in 
01:17:34.

In third place was Elvin Lau-
gier in 01:19:12. Elvin was on 
a trip from France and having 
seen the race video was inspired 
to enter and run.

In the women’s race, Car-
nethy’s Angela Mudge’s class 
shone through. She led com-

Fort William   1
Deveronvale   5
Highland League

FORT William’s stuttering 
start to the season continued 
last Wednesday night as they 
succumbed to another defeat, 
this time at the hands of Forres 
Mechanics.

Forres didn’t give the Fort a 
chance to settle into the game 
after their midweek travels as 
Allan MacPhee opened the 
scoring after just six minutes.

Scott Hunter replied for Fort 
William seven minutes later 
with a well-taken goal, handing 
the visitors a lifeline back into 
the game in the early stages of 
the match.

A Graham Fraser strike on 36 
minutes pulled the Can-Cans 
ahead and they took the 2-1 
lead into the half-time break.

Forres started the second half 
like they started the first as just 
four minutes after the restart 
Martin Groat took found the 
net to make it 3-1.

Lee Fraser got on the 
scoresheet in the 59th minute 
to compound Fort William’s 
tough night on the east coast.

Fort William were unfortu-
nate to be on the end of such 
a resounding scoreline having  
missed a penalty and had a 
goal chalked off – a decision 
for which the Fort management 
will feel particularly aggrieved.

Fort’s Michael Ellis tries to take the ball round the onrushing 
Deveronvale keeper Grant Pennet.

The Fort’s Andrew MacLean 
puts pressure on Deveronvale’s 

Liam Forbes.

nine minutes later while a 
Graeme Watt strike on 78 min-
utes made it 3-0.

The Fort were still competing 
with the visitors, however, and 
pushed to get themselves on the 
scoresheet and get back into the 
game.

A consolation goal did come 
thanks to a terrific strike from 
midfielder Stephen Lopez on 
86 minutes.

By now, though, the Fort 
defence were flagging. Ross 
Aitken got his first of the game 
after 87 minutes while Graeme 
Watt got his second of the after-
noon in the final minute.

Despite the battling perfor-
mance from the 10-man Fort, 
this was another defeat in what 
has been a disappointing start 
to the season.

The Fort are in cup action this 
Saturday, September 23, when 
they travel to play Clachnacud-
din in the Scottish Cup first 
round.

Resipole race delivers 
tough test for runners

Athletics

fortably over the summit and 
finished in a time of 1:27:16. 

Northern Irish runner Ciara 
Largey finished second with a 
time of 01:36:12 while Loch-
aber’s Amanda Blackhall came 
third in 01:42:41.

In the fun run, the course re-
cord was beaten by one second 
by Strontian Primary’s Mya 
Carmichael who won in a time 
of 10:29. 

All results can be found at 
benresrace.wordpress.com.

A spokesperson from the race 
organisers said: ‘The success of 
the race could not be possible 
without our 30-strong group 
of volunteers from the local 
community.

‘The organisers thank Peter 
and Joke Sinclair; Karin and 
Rory from the Resipole Holiday 
Park; and The Real Food Café 
for their support.’

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 21, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 00.25 0.7 06.15 4.0 12.29 0.5 18.21 4.2
Fri 01.00 0.8 06.46 4.0 13.05 0.6 18.52 4.1
Sat 01.34 0.9 07.16 4.0 13.40 0.8 19.23 4.0
Sun 02.07 1.0 07.46 3.8 14.13 1.0 19.53 3.8
Mon 02.41 1.3 08.16 3.7 14.49 1.3 20.24 3.6
Tues 03.19 1.5 08.51 3.5 15.30 1.6 20.56 3.3
Wed 04.05 1.7 09.34 3.2 16.19 1.9 21.33 3.1             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

17 14

12

Thursday Sunshine and light showers
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.
Friday Sunny with heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 14ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 16ºC.


