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TIMESLINE
Oban lifeboat in 
cabin cruiser call

Fish farmers win

excellence awards

MP calling time 
on lording it up

Duke opens doors 
to unique archive

OBAN RNLI lifeboat, Mora Edith 
MacDonald, was called out on 
Monday to aid a cabin cruiser in 
distress on Loch Linnhe. 

The 24ft vessel was adrift after 
its engine had failed and was 
taking on water. 

The lifeboat took the vessel 
under tow, and a volunteer 
crew member boarded it to 
off er assistance. They proceed-
ed to Dunstaff anage Marina, 
where the passengers were 
taken off  the cabin cruiser.

SCOTTISH Sea Farms scooped 
two top prizes at  the Highlands 
and Islands business excellence 
awards last Friday.

It won the Benromach award 
for excellence in international 
business. And in collaboration 
with Marine Harvest, it also 
won the ScotRail business 
direct award.

WESTERN Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil has called on the 
Labour Party to help scrap 
the House of Lords. 

A new poll claims that 67 
per cent of Scots want West-
minster’s second chamber  to 
be abolished.

The SNP MP said: ‘Scottish 
lords cost the taxpayer over 
£2 million a year. It’s time to 
scrap the House of Lords’

THE DUKE of Argyll is open-
ing up his unique archive to 
the public on September 26 
- for one day only.

Guided tours at Inveraray 
castle will give the public 
an opportunity to view the 
archive’s Argyll heritage. 

Second trial starts for Billy
BUT UK GOVERNMENT UNABLE TO SPEED UP THE LEGAL PROCESS IN INDIA DESPITE LOCAL MAN’S TWO-YEAR ORDEAL

TV star Lorraine has them reeling with her early bird visit
AN EARLY morning visit to 
Oban from one of Scotland’s 
favourite TV personalities saw 
an impromptu ceilidh raise funds 
for charity, writes Louise Glen.

Lorraine Kelly, presenter of the 
popular ITV’s ‘Lorraine’ show, 
met BID4Oban in their offices, 
at 3.30am on Saturday morning.

Neil MacKay, events manager 
for the business improvement 
group, said: ‘The early morning 
call saw a small group of locals 
welcoming Lorraine to Oban 
for her round Scotland 24-hour 
danceathon in aid of the STV 
appeal.  

‘We didn’t get wind of this until 
late on in the arrangements which 
ruled out any licensed venues, so 
we put together a suitable cosy 
ceilidh to encourage her on the 
journey. We were pleased that 
Sue and Gordon Porter from the 
Scottish country dance society 
kept us all in step. 

‘Girls from Dunollie gifted  
some Dalriada charms and local 
entertainer, Ted Heath, along 
with  myself serenaded Lorraine 
with an old song called “Kelly”, 
which she said she had never 

AN ‘administrative error’ will see local 
mail deliveries reinstated to Mull and 
Tiree after a report in the Oban Times.

However, mail from Oban and Lorn will 
continue to make a 200-mile round trip to 
Glasgow and back.

Last week it was reported that mail from 
the islands and Oban makes a journey of 
more than 100 miles in order for it to be 
sorted in Glasgow before being sent back 
to Argyll and the isles.

A Royal Mail spokeswoman said this 
week: ‘After investigating this issue, we 
have identifi ed an administrative error 
which temporarily led to a change in how 
mail was sorted and delivered locally 
on Mull and Tiree. This has now been 
rectifi ed, so from September 10, mail 
posted on Mull and Tiree for addresses on 
those islands will be delivered locally.‘

JOBS are said not to be under threat after 
the sale of Tilhill Forestry, a signifi cant 
presence in the Argyll forestry industry.

Tilhill was purchased from its former 
owner, Finnish outfi t UPM, on September 
1 by Borders-based BSW Timber Limited.

With signifi cant forestry management 
interests across Argyll established over 
four decades, Tilhill has offi  ces in Oban 
and Strachur and directly employs 18 
local staff . 

A large number of local subcontractors 
are also employed, in tasks from ground 
preparation through planting and 
husbandry to harvesting and haulage. 

A Tilhill spokesperson explained: ‘There 
are currently no anticipated job losses 
as a result of the change of ownership’, 
adding that there would be ‘no impact’ 
on ongoing contracts.

Post haste reply Local jobs safeThreat to lifeline

THE legal battle to clear Connel 
sailor, Billy Irving, of gun-run-
ning charges and reunite him 
with his partner and baby son got 
under way again in the Indian 
Supreme Court on Monday.
 Having been told that the case 
against him and his fellow crew 
members was quashed at Madras 
high court in July 2014, Indian 
state police applied for a retrial. 
  The case was reopened on Mon-
day, ending an agonising delay of 
two years.

Billy Irving and five other 
British sailors were employed 
to provide anti-piracy patrols 
on a ship operated by US firm, 
AdvanFort, when it strayed into 
Indian waters in 2013. 

They were charged in October 

12, 2013 after 35 semi-automatic 
weapons and 5,700 rounds of am-
munition were found on board 
the MV Seaman Guard Ohio 

It later transpired the ship had 
been given permission to shelter 
in the waters during a cyclone.

Billy and his colleagues have 
maintained their innocence from 
the very start of the legal process. 

Now the former solider, who 
comes originally from Camp-
beltown, hopes that he might be 
home for Christmas to spend 
time with his fiancée, Yvonne 
MacHugh, 27, and baby boy 
William, seven months, whom he 
has only seen once since his birth 
in February. 

The trial is expected to last 
for a number of weeks and, if 
Billy and his fellow crewmen are 
acquitted as expected, it may 
still take months before he can 

return home. The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
will have to apply to the state 
police for the men’s passports, 
which they currently hold.

However, the UK government 
has said it cannot speed up or 
interfere in the Indian legal 
process and therefore will need 
to wait for the trial to take place 
before offering support to the 
men. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
confirmed that both the Prime 
Minister, David Cameron, and 
the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Secretary, Philip Hammond, had 
raised the matter with Indian 
ministers, as had the country’s 
High Commissioner, Shrikanth 
Ranjan Mathai.

Billy, once a star player for Ta-
ynuilt shinty club, told the Oban 
Times: ‘The FCO say they have 
raised our case at the highest 
level now for nearly two years.  

‘It shows you that just raising 
our case has done nothing and 
they will not interfere at all even 

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

when we have proved our human 
rights have been violated’. Billy 
and his fellow defendants say 
this is verified by letters from 
Indian lawyers, campaign  group 
Human Rights at Sea and other 
organisations.

He continued: ‘But the FCO 
reply is they will not help and 
will not investigate it until it is all 
over.

‘For two years our human 
rights have been violated and 
the UK government is happy to 
let our human rights continue to 
be violated for however long this 
fiasco will go on for.

‘At last the trial has started. 
The Supreme Court is held 
on three days a week, Monday 
Tuesday and Wednesday, so it is 
a slow process.

‘On the first day of court, the 
charges were read out.’ 

Parachute regiment veteran 
Billy, 35, added: ‘On Monday, 
we obviously gave a reply of “not 
guilty” to all charges.

‘I am hoping it will all be over 
with before December and that I 
get home for Christmas. 

‘I really want to say a massive 
thank you to everyone for their 
support. 

‘It has been really helpful when 
I am out here.’

Alongside Billy, 28 other men 
were on patrol when they were 
arrested. 

The UK nationals also facing 
charges are Nick Dunn from 
Ashington, Northumberland, 
John Armstrong of Wigton, 
Cumbria, Ray Tindall from 
Chester, Paul Towers from 
Pocklington, east Yorkshire and 
Nicholas Simpson from Catter-
ick in north Yorkshire.
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heard before. Lorraine and her 
film crew received suitable suste-
nance to help them on their long 
stint. It was good that STV had 
selected a number of the Oban 
“shots” for its social media site.’

(Pictured above) Lorraine 
Kelly is ‘serenaded’ by Ted 

Heath as the crooner ousts 
rival Neil MacKay for the TV 

star’s attention. (Pictured 
right) Neil, Lorraine and Ted PHOTOGRAPHS: KEVIN McGLYNN

HOME THOUGHTS:  
Billy with his fi ancée, Yvonne, 

and their little boy, William

A NATIONAL scheme to equip police 
vehicles with life-jackets and safety 
lines is under threat because of health 
and safety issues. 

But Iain MacKinnon of safety charity, 
LochWatch Lochawe, said he was 
shocked that life-saving measures put 
in place after four men drowned  on the 
loch in 2009, were under threat. 

Police Scotland’s John Gillies, direc-
tor of people and development, said: 
‘Following the Health and Safety board 
meeting in August, it has been agreed 
that any fi nal decision on the use of 
throw lines is deferred while we under-
take a further review.

‘We propose to bring this back to the 
next Police Scotland health and safety 
board which will meet before the end 
of the year.’
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POLICE and fire officers rushed 
to Cuan Sound on the Isle of Seil 
last Thursday morning after a body 
of an elderly woman was found in a 
submerged car.                          

The tragic discovery was made near 
the Cuan ferry slipway at 7.20am 
when people arriving for work spotted 
the vehicle under the water.

The emergency services were 
immediately involved in a major 
search and recovery operation.

A police spokesman said: ‘The body 
of an 85-year-old woman was found 
inside the car.

‘A post mortem examination will 
take place in due course to establish 
the cause of death, however there 
would not appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances.  

‘The 85 year-old woman has been 
reported missing earlier that day.  
A full report will be sent to the 
procurator fiscal.’   

It is understood the woman was 
from the Isle of Seil. 

Elderly lady’s 
body found in 
submerged car

Union pleased 
over abolition 
of hearing fees

‘Read between 
the lines’ can 
help save lives

DAVID McPHEE
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Mòd to start with special concert TIMESLINE
‘Cheeky’ workers 
nab parking bays

Russell welcomes 
knife crime drop

Easier to arrange 
woodland burials

Drawing up action 
plan for refugees

MSP praises rural pledges in SNP plans

Call to pull plug on electricity price disparity

OBAN’S War and Peace mu-
seum has purchased a modern 
case for a 119-year-old model 
boat with the help of a grant 
from the Northern Lighthouse 
Heritage Trust (NLHT).

It will display a replica of the 
ship ‘Hesperus’, which operated 
in Oban until 1939 when she 
was retired.

The old case that surrounded 
the model was ‘battered’ due to 
many moves over the years.

The museum contacted the 
Northern Lighthouse Board 
(NLB) to see if they could help 
and their heritage trust agreed 
to provide a grant of £700.

Mike Bullock, chief executive 
of the NLB and trustee of 
NLHT, said: ‘We put a lot of 
emphasis on the importance of 

A HIGHLANDS and Islands 
politician has repeated calls for 
the Scottish and UK govern-
ments to introduce standard 
pricing for electricity.

Rhoda Grant, MSP, hit out 
over the practice of customers 
in the north of Scotland being 
charged more than the rest of 
the country for their electricity.

The electricity suppliers have 

argued the disparity in pricing 
is due to higher distribution 
costs involved in supplying 
electricity to the Highlands 
and islands, with customers of 
Scottish and Southern Electric-
ity (SSE) charged two pence 
more per unit of electricity 
than customers in other parts 
of the country.

The Labour list MSP has 

received figures from the 
Scottish parliament’s Financial 
Scrutiny unit which show that 
the north of Scotland has the 
highest levels of fuel poverty in 
the SSE area.

Rhoda Grant said: ‘The levels 
of fuel poverty experienced in 
the Highlands and islands are 
eye-watering, yet neither the 
SNP government in Holyrood 

nor the Tory government in 
Westminster appear to care.

‘The north experiences some 
of the worst winter conditions, 
does not have the gas 
connections that other areas 
have and is doubly penalised by 
being charged more to get its 
electricity.

‘It is not good enough and 
Nicola Sturgeon and David 

Cameron need to take stock of 
this and sort it out.’

The Western Isles are 
the worst-affected area in 
Scotland, with 62 per cent fuel 
poverty levels, followed by the 
Orkney Islands at 58 per cent, 
Highland at 50 per cent and 
Argyll and Bute and Shetland, 
both with 43 per cent fuel 
poverty. 

Grant helps 
to show 
model of 
Hesperus in 
a new light

CRYSTAL CLEAR: From left to right, Charles Struthers, Bill Leech and Mike Bullock marvel at the new case

LAST YEAR, 15 people in Argyll 
and Bute took their own lives, leaving 
a lasting impact on families, friends 
and communities.

Choose Life, the suicide prevention 
charity, is sending out the message to 
people in the region: ‘If you can read 
between the lines, you can save lives’, 
during suicide prevention week.

The ‘Read between the lines’ 
campaign calls on everyone to be 
alert to the warning signs of suicide in 
people close to them. The message is 
that if you’re worried about someone, 
such as a friend, family member or 
workmate, asking them directly about 
their feelings can help to save their 
life.

Tracy Preece, Choose Life co-ordi-
nator in Argyll and Bute, said: ‘You 
tend to know when someone close to 
you isn’t quite themselves. So if you 
notice any changes in their behaviour 
that worry you – even if the signs 
come and go – ask them about it.

‘You’ll find that talking can help 
a person get clarity about what it is 
that’s troubling them, and often gives 
a sense of perspective. Starting a 
conversation is half the battle. You 
don’t need to have an answer to their 
problems – just be there for them, try 
to listen carefully without judging, 
and show that you care.

‘If it feels right, ask if they are 
thinking about suicide. It won’t put 
the thought in their head if it wasn’t 
there before, but it can be a big relief 
for them to be able to say, “yes, I am” 
and acknowledge they need help.’

For more information, visit: www.
chooselife.net/.

THE ARGYLL and Bute branch of 
trade union UNISON has welcomed 
the news that the Scottish government 
intends to abolish fees for employ-
ment tribunals.

This announcement comes the week 
after UNISON vowed to go to the 
UK Supreme Court in its ongoing 
fight to appeal against the UK 
government’s decision to introduce 
employment tribunal fees across 
the UK – after the Court of Appeal 
rejected UNISON’s case.

A spokesman for the branch said: 
‘We welcome the Scottish govern-
ment’s intention to abolish fees for 
employment tribunals. It is shocking 
and disgusting that there are fees in 
the first place. 

‘Fees limit access to tribunals for 
people in lower-paid jobs, making the 
system unfair. 

‘Also, often it is people in lower-paid 
jobs who bear the brunt of unfair 
treatment in the workplace.’

MULLlines

THE Scottish government’s 
parliamentary programme as 
laid out by First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon recently will provide a 
boost for the West Highlands.

That’s the view of SNP MSP, 
Mike Mackenzie, who has 
hailed the plan – which includes 
policies on rural housing, 
Crown Estate revenues and an 

Islands Bill – as a boon for the 
Highlands and Islands, the re-
gion he represents in Holyrood. 

The programme outlines the 
legislation the Scottish govern-
ment will introduce between 
now and the end of March, 
and also the key policies it will 
pursue for the remainder of 
the parliament to support the 
economy, create a fairer society 
and improve public services.

Mr Mackenzie, who lives in 

Easdale, said: ‘This programme 
will bring substantive benefits to 
communities across the High-
lands and islands. For example, 
devolution of the Crown Estate 
to Scotland will be good for 
island communities. 

‘I am also delighted to welcome 
the establishment of a dedicated 
rural housing fund. Lack of af-
fordable housing in rural areas 
is a blight which must be tackled 
in order to reverse damaging 

trends such as depopulation 
and the damaging economic 
and social impact across the 
Highlands and islands.’

He added: ‘The Islands Bill 
- which is set to be introduced 
to parliament - is a project I am 
particularly pleased to watch 
come to fruition.

‘As an islander myself, I worked 
closely with the minister, Derek 
Mackay, on bringing together 
a bill intended to ‘island proof’ 

future legislation – in other 
words – to ensure the unique 
and varied interests of our 
many islands are always given 
the priority and consideration 
they deserve from lawmakers.

‘Another major focus of the 
bill is to devolve as much power 
to the islands as is workable, on 
the basis that people who live 
in local communities are in the 
best position to take decisions 
about those communities.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

the relationship between NLB 
and Oban. It’s our operational 
home and to have the museum 
tell NLB’s story is something 

we’re very keen to promote.’
Charles Struthers, chairman 

of the museum, said: ‘We 
welcome and thank Commo-

dore Bullock. He has helped 
with the restoration of the 
Hesperus case, and has given 
us the confidence to continue 

to display the historic artefacts 
of the NLB who have been 
associated with Oban for so 
long.’

ARRANGEMENTS have been 
put in place to make an envi-
ronmental internment a real 
option in Argyll.

Woodland burials have 
become increasingly popu-
lar and are less formal than 
traditional burials. 

Maintenance of these sites 
is in keeping with the natu-
ral woodland setting, with 
the grass cut only once a 
year and trees being planted 
around the graves to create 
a natural environment over 
time.

There are now two ceme-
teries which include specifi c 
woodland burial areas in 
Argyll: Pennyfuir in Oban 
and Carrick in Tarbert.

THE fi rst meeting of the 
Argyll and Bute refugee 
resettlement group will 
take place tomorrow Friday, 
September 18.

The local authority will get 
together with its partner 
agencies to draw up an 
action plan on how Syrian 
refugees can be resettled in 
the region.

The council previously 
announced that it would 
welcome at least 20 refugee 
families to Argyll and Bute. 

THIS year’s Am Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail, Royal National Mòd 
will open with a sensational 
homecoming concert headlined 
by Capercaillie’s Donald Shaw 
and Karen Matheson, writes 
Louise Glen.   

Scotland’s biggest Gaelic 
cultural festival, will return to 
Oban this autumn for the first 
time since 2009 and the nine 
day spectacular will take place 
from Friday 9 to Saturday 17 
October.  

2014’s Mòd was one of the 
most successful in its 123 year 
history - generating £3.5million 
for the business community in 
Inverness.  Organisers aim to 
have a positive impact on Oban 
and are setting the tone by 
kick- starting proceedings with 
a performance by Donald and 
Karen, who hail from Argyll 
and formed Capercaillie in the 
town.  

Kirsteen Macdonald and the 
Oban High School Trad Band 
complete the bill for the opening 
concert which will take place 
in the Corran Halls following 
a torchlight procession from 
Station Square to the venue.  

RIGHT: Some of the local danc-
ers who are looking forward 

to performing at the opening 
ceremonyof the Mòd

THE Scottish Ambulance 
Service is looking for volun-
teers to set up a community 
first responder scheme on 
Mull, specifically in Tober-
mory, Dervaig and the Ross of 
Mull.

Since the launch of its 
Community First Responder 
initiative several years ago, the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
has seen over 137 schemes 
established across the country, 
with new communities volun-
teering every week. 

Under the scheme, the 

service trains community 
volunteers in basic first aid 
and life-saving skills so that 
they can deliver an early 
response to patients while the 
ambulance is on its way.  The 
responders are deployed to 
appropriate calls by the am-
bulance services’ Ambulance 
Control Centre. (ACC)

First responders are asked 
to attend serious and life- 
threatening emergencies, such 
as breathing difficulties, chest 
pains, cardiac arrest or uncon-
sciousness. They are not sent 

to road collisions or traumatic 
injuries or anything outwith 
their training. An emergency 
ambulance is always dis-
patched first and the role of 
the responder is to support the 
patient while the ambulance 
is on its way, providing an im-
portant service that benefits 
the community.

The Community Resuscita-
tion Development Officer, a 
paramedic with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service, said: 
‘Speed of intervention can of-
ten be critical when responding 

to 999 calls. The first respond-
er initiative creates an even 
faster response for patients 
and is co-ordinated with our 
existing ambulance resources.  
In a medical emergency, it is 
often the simple first aid skills, 
like making sure an airway is 
clear, that save a life.

‘The programme is an 
enhancement to our existing 
ambulance resources and each 
scheme works locally with 
our staff to ensure ongoing 
refresher training in basic 
life-saving skills and the use of 

medical equipment. In recent 
years, advances in technology 
have been made, and many 
interventions, which were 
previously performed only by 
highly-trained individuals, are 
now available to people with 
much less training. 

‘These include small, easy 
to operate ‘external defibril-
lators’ and lightweight oxygen 
delivery systems.’

Anyone interested in volun-
teering should contact Chris-
tine Lyall, clyall@nhs.net or 
telephone 07500 952 053.

Call goes out for volunteers around the 

RESIDENTS of St Valery Place 
in Oban are seeing a rise in the 
number of cars parking in their 
private bays since fi nes were 
introduced into the town.

They say the culprits are 
local authority workers and 
housing association staff  who 
are ‘cheekily’ parking in their 
spots before spending a whole 
day at work.

One man, who did not want 
to be named, said: ‘Every 
morning I see the same person 
coming to park for the day - 
including at weekends.

‘These are private parking 
places and I’ve told Argyll and 
Bute council and West High-
land Housing Association, but 
nothing has changed so far.’ 

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council said: ‘Although 
we have had one complaint in 
relation to this, ultimately it is 
the driver’s responsibility, as 
a private individual, to ensure 
that they park their vehicle 
correctly. 

‘It is not for the council as an 
employer to tell staff  where 
they should and should not 
park. The council has no en-
forcement powers in private 
car parks.

‘As part of the council’s 
healthy working lives initiative, 
we encourage staff  to make 
healthy travel choices such as 
walking and cycling to work, 
where possible.’

MSP FOR Argyll and Bute, 
Michael Russell, has welcomed 
the news that crimes of han-
dling an off ensive weapon 
have fallen 64 per cent in the 
area.

The statistics cover knife 
crimes. 

Mr Russell said: ‘ These strong 
statistics are testament to 
the hard-work of our police 
offi  cers and all of those people 
who support them in keeping 
our communities safe. 

‘Fewer young people are 
now convicted of carrying a 
knife – it is important that we 
continue to educate young 
people about the serious con-
sequences of carrying knives.’ 
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Ambitious targets to reduce carbon emissions by 
42% by 2020 and to deliver 11% of heating from 
renewable energy places Scotland at the forefront of 
the UK’s efforts in tackling climate change. Local 
company Renewables Now are keen to contribute 
with the help of their customers and say that using 
a more sustainable fuel or monitoring your heat and 
energy use could make a huge difference to the way 
your home demands and supplies energy.

Simple changes like improving insulation, fitting 
heating controls or installing a renewable heating 
system can all help to lower carbon emissions and 
meet these ambitious targets. 

The Scottish Government are keen to achieve these 
targets and have put funding in place such as an 
interest free loan to help with the initial costs of a 
renewable installation. In 2014 the UK Government 
launched the Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive, a 
scheme that over a 7 year period will pay consumers 
for the amount of renewable energy they produce. 
With this incentive already proving to be popular it is 
likely that by 2020 Scotland will be delivering a grow-
ing percentage of its heating from renewable sources 
and these homeowners will pay significantly less for 
their energy bills than their energy casual neighbours 
who chose not make the change to a more sustainable 
form of heating.

To find out more call Renewables Now on 01631720587 
or visit their Barcaldine based showroom and see how 
switching to a more sustainable heating system could 
make a positive impact to your home and help towards 
a lower carbon future for Scotland. 

*From October 5th 2015 all households with a 
biomass heating system will have to source their fuel 
from a supplier registered on the Biomass Suppliers 
List (BSL) in order to continue to claim the Renewa-
ble Heat Incentive (RHI). 

The best way to check if you are already using an 
approved fuel is to call your supplier directly or visit 
biomass-suppliers-list.service.gov.uk/find-a-fuel to 
enter your postcode and find an approved supplier 
in your area.

Renewable 
Heating 
The aff ordable, 

sustainable alternative

ADVERTORIAL

TIMESLINEBenchmark memorial for popular ex-captain
AN OBAN carpenter 
has built a memorial 
bench for the former 
captain of Glencruitten 
golf club who died last 
year, writes Steven Rae. 

Michael Acey was 
asked to make the bench 
for James Forgrieve, 
known as Larry, who was 
a member of the club for 
70 years, until he died in 
April last year. 

Larry’s cousin, also 
called James Forgrieve, 
said: ‘It’s absolutely 
lovely, excellent. 

I’m delighted with it, 
and it’s a beautiful piece 
of work which has done 
Larry proud. 

‘It shows how appreci-
ated he was here at the 
golf club, of which he was 
a member for 70 years, 
including as captain in 
1967 and 1968. 

‘Thanks to Michael for 
his great workmanship. 
It’s a fitting tribute to 

Larry, who was a legend 
in Oban, and especially 
at the golf club.’ 

The bench will be 
a centre piece of a 
memorial garden which 
is being constructed in 
Larry’s memory, and is 
due to be completed in 
the coming months.

Michael said: ‘James 
asked me to build it 
after the other members 
recommended me. 

‘I’ve recently set up a 
workshop underneath 
Farmfoods, so was hap-
py to help.’

FITTING TRIBUTE:
From left on bench: 

Neil MacDougall, 
Michael Acey and 
colleague Paddy 

Larmour, and James 
Forgrieve, surround-

ed by fellow golf 
club members

AN OBAN man who sent 143 
explicit text messages to a teenage 
boy will be sentenced next month. 

Brian MacLennan, 47, previously 
pleaded guilty on August 4 at 
Oban sheriff court to sending the 
messages to the 15-year-old youth, 
who had obtained the guilty man’s 
phone number from a toilet wall in 
a supermarket in the town.

Sentence was deferred on Ma-
cLennan, whose address was given 
as a caravan on Barranrioch Farm, 
Glencruitten, when he appeared at 
Oban sheriff court on Tuesday. 

The court heard that on August 11 
of last year the teenager, who was 
holidaying in Oban at the time with 
his father and brother, obtained a 
phone number from graffiti written 
on a wall in the gents’ toilets of a 
local supermarket.

There was a suggestion by whoev-
er left the message that if anyone 
was looking for a sexual relation-
ship, they should contact the phone 
number scribbled on the wall. 

The teenager responded and 
sent the first messages and then 
continued with questions such as, 
‘Are you into guys?’ and ‘Are you 
gay?’ MacLennan was said to have 
responded graphically, asking the 
15-year-old boy, ’What are you 
into?’

Over the course of 14 hours 
between August 11 and 12, Ma-
cLennan sent 143 messages, which 
became more graphic and explicit, 
with a similar number sent in reply 
by the boy.

Police were contacted after the 
boy’s 17-year-old brother snatched 
the phone and read the texts, alert-
ing their father.

When Sheriff Ruth Anderson  QC 
asked MacLennan on Tuesday if he 
had put his number on the wall, his 
defence soliciltor, Laura McManus, 
said: ‘He does not accept he did 
that.’ Sheriff Anderson replied: ‘I’m 
afraid to say I’m finding that really 
difficult to believe, given what then 
took place. 

‘If you had not known your 
number was on the wall then your 
reaction to the first message would 
have been totally different.’

Deferring sentence until October 
26 for further social work reports, 
she added: ‘It is very important 
whether you find it embarrassing, 
whether you are ashamed or wish 
none of this had happened, that you 
speak fully and frankly to social 
workers. 

‘You have pleaded guilty to this 
charge and you have to be open and 
honest.’

THE Scottish Rural Parlia-
ment has announced that the 
Rockfield Centre in Oban is the 
winner of the Rural Innovators 
Award 2015-16 for land.

Oban Communities Trust com-
pleted the community purchase 
of the building in less than a 
year and intends to breathe 21st 
century life into the B-listed 
Victorian building. 

National co-ordinator of the 
Scottish Rural Parliament, 
Emma Cooper, said: ‘The Rock-
field Centre is a fantastic project 
and a great example of rural 
innovation in the land field. 

‘This project received almost 
50 per cent of votes in the public 
poll and has therefore won an 
all-expenses paid place to attend 
the Scottish Rural Parliament 
2016 to showcase their project to 
delegates whom we are sure will 
be extremely interested in this 
exciting enterprise.’

Gordon McNab, chairman of 
Oban Communities Trust, said: 
‘We are so delighted to have 
won this award which gives us 

national recognition at a very 
early stage. 

‘This is indeed a hugely in-
novative project driven for and 
by the community and gaining 
this award shows the public are 
wholeheartedly behind the plans 
for the Rockfield centre.’

This award 
shows the 
public is 
whole-
heartedly 
behind the 
plans 
”

Gordon McNab

A WINDOW cleaner who was 
caught driving his van while 
under the influence of heroin 
has been disqualified from 
driving for three years.  

Graham Leith, 35, from 
Seaside Park, Ardishaig, was 
arrested on March 16 this year, 
after police spotted him sitting 
behind the wheel of his parked 
vehicle in a layby on the A816, 
with his engine running. 

Oban sheriff court heard on 
Tuesday, September 15, that 
when the police officers drove 
alongside Leith to speak to 
him, they described him as 
appearing ‘extremely pale, 
shaking uncontrollably, and 
his pupils were dilated’

They also said they could 
smell burnt heroin from inside 
the car. 

After searching the vehicle, 
the police officers found tin 
foil on the dashboard, which 
had been used to smoke the 
drug, as well as wrap of 0.3g of 
heroin, with a street value of 
around £20.

After being taken to Oban 
police station, he tested neg-
ative for alcohol, but a police 
doctor confirmed that Leith 
was under the influence of 
drugs, and certified him unfit 
to drive.

Defending Leith, solicitor 
Laura McManus said that 
Leith had started using heroin 
again at the time due to the 
break-up of a relationship, but 
has since managed to break 
the habit. 

Ms McManus added that 
the incident had resulted in 
his window cleaning licence 
being revoked, and he was now 
unemployed as a consequence 
of his taking heroin. 

Disqualifying Leith for driv-
ing for three years and fining 
him £300, Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC told the convicted 
man: ‘I’m surprised you didn’t 
fall off your ladder. You were 
jolly lucky.’

Window cleaner 
who took heroin 
receives three-
year drive ban
COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

INNOVATORS: Gordon McNab (second from left) is delighted with the award

Man sent 143 
explicit texts 
to youth over 
fourteen hours

AWAITS FATE: Brian MacLennan

A BENDERLOCH man 
has admitted assaulting his 
daughter’s boyfriend and 
committing a breach of the 
peace in the space of a week.

Grant Laird, 47, of Ceum 
Dhun Righ, was arrested on 
February 10 and February 
17, after his daughter had 
entered into a relationship 
with Luke Gordon, 19. He 
disapproved of Mr Gordon.

Oban sheriff court heard 
on Tuesday that in the first 
incident at Oban’s North Pier, 

Laird saw his daughter in his 
wife’s car with Mr Gordon 
in the passenger seat. Laird 
opened the car door and 
began to shout and swear.

Luke Gordon later reported 
the incident to Oban police, 
who later charged Laird. 

Then, on February 17, Laird 
arrived at Luke Gordon’s 
parents’ house in Oban, look-
ing for his daughter. 

He entered the house and 
began punching Mr Gordon. 
Mr Gordon’s parents phoned 

the police and Laird was 
arrested. Defence lawyer 
Edward Thornton said that 
first offender Laird had taken 
exception to Gordon being in 
his wife’s car, but admitted his 
language was inappropriate. 

Regarding the incident at 
Mr Gordon’s family home, 
Mr Thornton said Laird had 
attended a family funeral, but 
his client had no recollection 
of striking Mr Gordon. 

Sentence was deferred on 
Laird until March 1, 2016.
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Wednesday 30th September,  

12 noon – 7pm

Three Villages Hall, Arrochar,  

Argyll & Bute, G83 7AB

 

Thursday 1st October,  

12 noon – 7pm

Crianlarich Village Hall,  

Main Street, Crianlarich,  

Perthshire, FK20 8QN

A82 Tarbet to Inverarnan upgrade
Preferred route option

Public Exhibitions
Public exhibitions are being held by Transport Scotland at 
various locations to give the public the opportunity to see the 
preferred route option for the A82 from Tarbet to Inverarnan 
following route option assessment work.

For further information on the project, and to view the exhibition material online 
(available from 30 September), please visit: www.transportscotland.gov.uk/
project/a82-tarbet-inverarnan-upgrade

 
to help inform its further development.

 
the assessment process and the preferred option, and to answer any questions.

Details of the exhibitions are as follows:

Friday 2nd October,  

2pm – 7pm

Kilmore & Oban Parish Church Centre,  

Glencruitten Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4DN

 

Tuesday 6th October,  

12 noon – 7pm

Duncansburgh MacIntosh Church Hall,  

The Parade, Fort William,  

Inverness-shire, PH33 6BA

Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY
No summertime blues as the tempo rises

Hugh Smith, 4, Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810 658.

Aly and Phil on form

Islay inn a gold star

A full-house audience was clamour-
ing for more when the traditional mu-
sical duo of Aly Bain and Phil Cun-
ningham, along with vocalist, Ewan 
Henderson, put on a foot-stomping, 
rumbustious programme at Port 

The owner and staff at the Ballygrant 
Inn and Restaurant (pictured right) 
are walking tall after the island 
hostelry received the top accolade 
of ‘whisky bar of the year’ awarded 
annually by the ‘Dram’  magazine.

Proprietor David Graham and his 
son, Ewan, received their award at a 
reception hosted by the East Kilbride 
comedian and presenter, Craig Hill, 
in Glasgow’s Hilton Hotel.

The competition, now in its 20th 
year, attracted over 4,000 nomina-
tions and the judging panel members 
were greatly impressed by the hotel’s 
excellent whisky bar.  They also noted 
the high standard of service provided 
and the hoteliers’ almost infectious 
enthusiasm and knowledge of the 
‘water of life’.

David and Ewan were delighted to 
receive this prestigious award.

‘This award’, said David, ‘is a 
feather in Ballygrant and Islay’s cap 
and will hopefully encourage more 
visitors and tourists to seek out the 
island and enjoy the hospitality and 
delights it has to offer’. 

Headlining a star-studded 
array of talent at this year’s 
Lagavulin-sponsored Islay 

Jazz festival was the celebrated 
saxophonist and bass clarinettist, 
Courtney Pine.

 The London-born musician, who 
was supported by pianist, Zoe Rah-
man, played to a sold-out house at 
Lagavulin. 

Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle hosted 
the New Swing Trio and local group 
95 Roots and was also the setting for 
a further appearance by Courtney 
and Zoe who were joined on this 
occasion by pianist Enrico Zanisi.

The Blueswater Quartet replaced 
the indisposed Jedd Pots and the 
Hillman Hunters at Bruichladdich 
hall, the Rhinns hall hosted the Alan 
Barnes Quartet, Rose Room enter-
tained at Laphroaig and Ardbeg 
distilleries and tributes were paid to 
jazz great, Chet Baker, at  the Port 
Mòr establishment at Port Charlotte. 

The Gaelic Centre welcomed 
the Gus Stirrat Band, the Fat-Suit 
gigged at Bowmore hall and pianists 
Zanisi and McCready did their bit at 
the RSPB centre at Gruinart. Brass 
Gumbo beat their drums at Lagavu-
lin and Bruichladdich distillery and 

the local village hall was the setting 
for appearances by the Jim Mullen 
Trio and the Mario Caribe Quintet. 

Diageo’s  Lagavulin Distillery con-
tinues to be  the headline sponsor of 
the festival which has been running 
since 1999. It also enjoys backing 
from Argyll and Bute council and 
Creative Scotland and is promoted 
by Jazz Scotland in conjunction with 
the Islay Arts Association.

Ellen’s Ramsay Hall as part of the 
Blas Festival 2015.

Fiddler Aly and accordionist Phil 
were in top form as they performed a 
varied selection from their extensive 
repertoire. 

Lochaber’s Ewan Henderson was 
in splendid voice as he entertained 
with popular Gaelic songs and the 
co-founder member of  the group 
‘Mànran’ also showed his fiddling 
skills as he joined Aly and Phil in the 
rousing finale.

Sharing the entertainment with the 
visiting musicians were the talented 
youngsters from  the Fèis Òigridh Ìle 
‘s Dhiùra who kept up the tempo set 
by the professionals.

THE RISE in popularity of buying 
and selling items on social media sites 
is leading to a drop in donations for 
two Oban-based charities.

Nicholas Holden, who has been a 
volunteer at the Oxfam store in the 
town for three years, said: ‘There’s 
been a lack of donations this year. 
I think it might be because of 
people buying and selling things on 
Facebook.’

British Heart Foundation manager, 
Lynn Cameron, endorsed the Oxfam 
worker’s conclusion: ‘Nicholas might 
be right, as we’ve also noticed a 
decrease in donations. But everyone 
is in the same boat. We’re all fighting 
for donations as there are a lot more 
charities these days and everyone is 
turning to the internet.’

One Oban-based charity, however, 
has experienced the opposite effect, 
claiming social media has led to an 
increase in donations handed into the 
shop. 

Cancer Research manager, Helen 
McKenzie, explained: ‘We’ve had 
an increase in donations this year. 
I run a Facebook page where I let 
people know what we need. I also use 
it anytime we get something in. It’s 
helped a lot.’

Facing up to a 
drop in takings

The only way’s 
Essex as Joey 
gets set to hit 
the Highlands 
fashion week

EASDALE is home to around 
just 60 residents but, once a 
year, hundreds of people from 
across the globe flock to the 
Argyllshire island to take part 
in the annual World Stone 
Skimming championships.

This year’s championships 
will take place on Sunday, 
September 27, and will attract 
competitors from far and near.

In the past, people have trav-
elled from Belgium, Holland, 
Scandinavia, North America 
and even China to take part in 
one of the quirkiest sporting 
contests held anywhere in the 
world.

The overseas contingent will 
compete for honours with a 
crop of homegrown talent, 
who have perfected the art of  
making waves when it comes to 
skimming the still waters of the 
Easdale quarry. Last year saw a 

record turn-out of competitors 
in every field with 317 entrants.

The event has been covered 
by a Japanese film crew and 
featured on the popular BBC 
children’s programme, Blue 
Peter.

The overall winner was Dou-
gie Issacs from Blairgowrie in 
Perthshire, who has won the 
contest six times since its resur-
rection 11 years ago. 

However, the competition was 
fierce as four throwers hit the 

back wall of the quarry, which 
is 63 metres away, tying for first 
place. The four competed in 
a three-stone ‘shoot-out’ and 
Dougie didn’t miss a beat, hit-
ting the back wall three times to 
win the event.

For a throw to qualify, the 
naturally formed Easdale slate 
stone must bounce no less than 
three times and stay within 
the designated lane marked 
by buoys. Skims are judged on 
the distance thrown, rather 

than the number of bounces. 
The World Stone Skimming 
cup is presented to the over-all 
winner, the Sea-fari salver for 
the best women’s skim and The 
Puffer trophy for the winning 
team. 

Best junior skim and run-
ners-up from each category are 
awarded slate medals. 

‘The Bertie’, named after the 
event’s founder Albert Baker, 
is presented to the Easdale 
islander who skims the farthest. 

In 2009, a new award was 
launched for contestants aged 
over 60 who could throw the 
longest skim.

The weekend kicks off the 
night before with a dance in 
Easdale island community hall, 
where there will be a licensed 
bar and live music. 

The event’s front man, Donald 
‘Melon’ Melville, who has been 
involved since the event was re-
started in 1997, said that it was 
a vital fundraiser and source 
of income for Eilein Eisdeal, 
a charitable organisation run 
by residents and friends of the 
island.

He added: ‘It’s great fun for 
all the family, it’s hard work, 
but great fun. It’s great to be 
able to try and raise as much 
money as we can. But we are 
still disappointed about the 
£1,000 we have to pay for the 
quarry.’

Conveyancing Direct Solic-
itors of Glasgow donated the 
£1,000 this year to cover the 
cost of the event.

The organisers are still look-
ing for more volunteers to help 
in any way they can to ensure 
the event runs as smoothly as 
possible. For more information 
or to get involved, visit www.
stoneskimming.com

DAVID McPHEE
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

MAKING A SPLASH: 
Hundreds gather to take 
part or just soak in the 
atmosphere at the Easdale 
event last year

Fame’s just a stone’s throw 
away for Easdale skimmers 

TIMESLINE

All geared up for 
a classic day out

Memories of the 
old rocking horse

Councillors praise 
refugee position

Government ploughs cash into sea festival 

AN OBAN woman who always 
delivered a good news service 
despite the headlines has retired 
after 27 years’ service.

Tina Cotton, who left Oban’s 
Albany Street newsagents last Fri-
day, was showered with gifts from 
customers and colleagues for her 
many years of cheery service.

Tina said: ‘I’ve got four grand-
children with another on the way, 
so I’ll be on baby-sitting duty. I’m 
sad to be leaving and I will miss 
my customers terribly. I’d like 
to thank them. They’ve been so 
kind.’

Owner, Michael Wright, said: 
‘She’s been serving families for 
generations. Children who were 
three years old when Tina started 
are now 30 with kids of their own. 
She really will be missed.’

THE future of the Oban Festi-
val of the Sea has been secured 
for next year, after the Scottish 
government pledged £4,000. 

The festival is one of 16 events 
across Scotland sharing Holy-
rood cash totalling £239,000. 

Minister for science, Alasdair 

Allan, announced the grant at 
the start of the month, which 
will fund a programme of activ-
ities with a scientific theme. 

The third Oban event was held 
between May 22 and 31 this 
year, and was a celebration of 
the climate, geography, history, 

heritage and employment, de-
fined by the sea, in Oban, Lorn 
and the isles.

The festival was previously 
held in 2010 and 2012.

The news of the funding was 
welcomed by Dr Anuschka 
Miller, director of the festival, 

who is also director of the 
Ocean Explorer Centre at the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS).

She said: ‘We are delighted 
to receive £4,000 from the 
Scottish government’s science 
festivals funding. 

‘Importantly, this grant will 
allow us to hold the festival 
annually, instead of every two 
years.

‘The Festival of the Sea is a 
key part of our outreach work in 
the local community,’ Dr Miller 
added.

Fond farewell 
to happy face 
behind good 
news store

SUCH SWEET SORROW: Tina (right) receives a retirement gift from Joanne Wright 15_t40tina2

THE Highlands and islands’ very own 
fashion week is set to return for its 
fourth glamorous affair in October, 
welcoming a popular celebrity guest 
to close the stylish event.

Highland Fashion Week, launched 
in 2014, is welcoming reality TV star, 
Joey Essex, to the Highlands for the 
first time.

The fashion week, which features 
five separate events showcasing local 
and national fashion designers as well 
as local models, was set up to help 
bring new talent into the Scottish 
fashion industry, and highlight the 
range of talent throughout the area.

Joey Essex is set to make his guest 
appearance at the new Highland 
Fashion Week event, HI Flock, 
which is an exclusive exhibition that 
combines beauty, fashion, celebrity 
and social media.

The reality star, who gained fame 
for his debut on ITV2’s hit show The 
Only Way Is Essex, will attend HI 
Flock on Sunday October 11 from 
11am – 4pm, meeting young fans at 
the Ironworks in Inverness. 

Highland Fashion Week is a range 
of fashion events taking place across 
the Highlands of Scotland and will 
run from Wednesday, October 7 to 
Sunday, October 11 2015.

FASHIONISTA: Joey Essex

HIGH NOTE: Courtney Pine

NEXT weekend will see a festi-
val of a diff erence on the blaes 
pitch at Mossfi eld in Oban.

Building on a successful 
classic car event held last 
year, organisers BID4Oban are 
expanding the event to bring 
in businesses from the motor 
trade.

Motorfest, as the event is 
called, will be held on Monday 
(September 21) and is organ-
ised in association with Oban 
and District Classic Vehicle 
club.

Event manager, Neil MacKay, 
said: ‘Since we advertised 
the event in The Oban Times 
we have had contact from 
Perthshire, Spean Bridge and 
Glasgow from people who are 
intending to be in Oban for the 
event.

He continued: ‘We are espe-
cially pleased that Motorfest 
is on the same day as the Ian 
MacMillan Primary Shinty 
competition, which will have 
around 140 youngsters and 
their families from all over 
from the country in Mossfi eld, 
which makes for another  great 
weekend in  Oban.’

ROCKFIELD school’s oral histo-
rian is looking for information 
about a rocking horse that was 
used in an Oban classroom for 
many years.

The toy lay in the corner of 
a room and former pupils, 
who have been speaking to 
Rockfi eld historian, Cori Prin-
cell, have said it was a striking 
feature of a school day.

Cori said: ‘So many of the 
people we’ve talked to have 
mentioned a big wooden 
rocking horse that used to be 
in the primary one classroom 
at Rockfi eld School.’

Cori is now looking for more 
information about the horse. 
Contact her on heritage@
obancommunitiestrust.org.uk

A MEETING to discuss the 
refugee crisis was held at 
short notice by Oban com-
munity council.

Councillors convened 
the meeting this week in 
response to requests from 
Oban townsfolk.

Marri Malloy, convener of 
the community council, said: 
‘The concern of the popula-
tion to the situation refl ects 
well on our town. 

‘We congratulate in 
particular the work of local 
groups in collecting aid and 
would encourage them to 
work through established 
organisations who have 
local knowledge and exper-
tise. 

‘The meeting welcomed 
the off er by Argyll and Bute 
council to take 20 or more 
refugees. 

‘If any of them arrive 
in Oban we are sure that 
local groups, including the 
community council, will 
welcome and support them.  

‘Members also support the 
aid being delivered direct to 
the camps in Lebanon and 
Jordan.’
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TIMESLINE
Arrest warrant for  
man running late

Spark of leniency 
for apprentice

Left town to keep 
away from trouble

A WARRANT has been issued for 
the arrest of a man who failed 
to appear at Oban sheriff  court 
on Monday morning. 

Anthony Lindie, was due to 
answer charges about alleged 
driving off ences in May on the 
A85 and A82.

These included dangerous 
driving, driving while unfi t 
through drink or drugs and fail-
ing to provide a urine sample to 
police. 

Sheriff  Ruth Anderson had 
granted the Paisley man an 
hour’s grace after the court 
heard he was running late, but 
issued the warrant when he 
didn’t appear at the revised 
time.

AN OBAN apprentice electri-
cian caught driving at 33mph 
over the speed limit has been 
spared his licence. 

Oban sheriff  court heard 
on Tuesday that Sean Suth-
erland, 18, of Glencruitten 
Road, was caught travelling 
at 93mph in a 60mph zone on 
Friday, March 13, at Arrivain, 
outside Tyndrum, by offi  cers 
with a static speed camera.

His licence was endorsed  
with fi ve penalty points, and  
he was fi ned £250.

AN underage ‘out-of-control’ 
drinking session at Tralee beach 
on Saturday night saw more than 
60 teenagers descend on the 
Benderloch area.

Residents of Tralee Road, Ben-
derloch, claimed the impromptu  
rave had descended into chaos 
with children as young as 12 
drinking alcohol and smoking 
drugs. 

A squad of police officers were 
called to the area on Saturday 
evening to break up the session. 
Eyewitnesses said a small 
number of teenagers were taken 
home by the police.

Parents of some of the other 
children were called to collect 
their youngsters from the beach.

Police said they were unable to 
comment on specific incidents 
due to ‘ongoing investigations’, 
but did ask for help in estab-
lishing who was to blame for 
damage to three business signs 
in the area, that may have been 
connected to the party.

Children had been alerted to 
the party through social media 
site, YikYak. 

The party was held at Tralee in 
spite of plans to change it at the 
last minute to Oban’s Ganavan 

beach. The YikYak site is banned 
from some schools because of 
the anonymous gossip updates 
that can be posted by users. 

And the site has featured in 
recent media reports about 

bullying in both Scotland and 
England. 

It is also believed one person 
offered to take the would-be 
revellers by car to Benderloch for 
£5, while others made their way 

to the drink-fuelled gathering by 
bus.

One young person described 
what happened on Saturday 
night: ‘Police came. Everyone 
ran. Everyone hid. Everyone met 
up again. Sixty people turned up 
at 11pm.’

One resident, who did not want 
to be named, said: ‘These kids 
are nothing but disrespectful. 

‘They trashed the place. I can 
tell you now there will be no 
round two out at the beach.

‘This has become an annual 
event and something needs to 
be done to make sure it doesn’t 
happen again.’

Brian Wilson, an former police 
officer who was on a caravan hol-
iday in the area, said: ‘It wasn’t 
nice to witness these youngsters 
drinking, smoking and carrying  
on at the beach. It was an out-
of-control mess until the police 
arrived.’

Mr Wilson continued: ‘I have 
grandchildren who looked the 
same age as some of those chil-
dren on the beach. 

‘I would have hated to think my 

grandchildren were getting out 
of their depth like they were. 

‘Teenagers think they are so 
grown-up at 13 and 14 and they 
all think they know what they 
want. 

‘But I am sure some of them will 
be regretting some of the things 
they did on Saturday night.’ 

‘I just hope that no one gets into 
any serious trouble over their 
behaviour on the beach. These 
children are vulnerable and well 
done to the police for coming out 
almost immediately and break-
ing up the party and dispersing 
the youngsters.’ 

Police constable Lewis MacIn-
tyre is leading the investigation 
into the damage of the advertise-
ment boards for local businesses 
that were destroyed on Saturday 
night. 

He said: ‘While the incident 
cannot be connected to the 
beach party - someone in the 
vicinity may have seen something 
that will identify the culprits to 
this crime.’ 

PC MacIntyre can be contacted 
using telephone number 101.

Police break up underage rave at Tralee
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Comar : Job losses ‘just halted, not saved’
A FORMER member of the 
shadow board of the Argyll arts 
and culture organisation, Comar, 
described the past six weeks like 
‘pulling teeth’.

Speaking at Mull community 
council last week, four members 
of the shadow board tasked with 
taking back some control of the 
Mull-based businesses, An To-
bar and Mull Theatre, said their 
job had been an uphill struggle.

Last month on August 3 at a 
public meeting, there was almost 
unanimous opposition to plans 
by the publicly-funded Comar to 
sack the two men who had set up 
An Tobar and Mull Theatre. 

The meeting moved a vote of 
‘no confidence’ in the board of 
Comar after hearing allegations 
of a lack of accountability and 
concerns of a mass walk-out 
of island representatives on its 

committee. Dawn Reade, who 
chairs the shadow board of Co-
mar, told the community council: 
‘The clock has been stopped on 
job losses. But has is only halted 
the process -  the jobs have not 
been saved.’

Discussing the progress of the 
shadow board in learning about 
the finances and governance of 
Comar, Mull-based councillor 
Mary-Jean Devon said: ‘I have 
to say I admire and respect the 
shadow board - I don’t know 
where they are getting their 
patience from. 

‘I walked away from the shad-
ow board as I felt my presence 
threatened Comar and I only 
want this matter to be resolved.

‘My personal opinion is that 
the community has been drip-fed 
information by Comar that it 
thinks that we, as a community, 
need. 

‘It has been like pulling teeth 
at times. There is very little 

information available. Being on 
the back foot all the time must be 
exhausting for the shadow board. 

‘Comar has all the information 
and it is not being passed on.  

‘From what little I understand 
and have been told about the 
finances, it might be the point of 
no return very soon. 

‘My main worry is that the 

community will begin to boycott 
Comar. Something positive for 
the community has to come out 
of this.’

Neil Hutton, a member of the 
shadow board, said: ‘We are a 
group of individuals acting to-
gether to implement the mandate 
of the public meeting.

‘The shadow board has been 
working since August 3 to gain 
recognition, and to bring about 
its objectives. 

‘So far we have gained recogni-
tion from Creative Scotland after 
a meeting with their chief exec-
utive, gained recognition from 
the remaining Comar board and 
held three meetings with them to 
date, with more planned. 

‘We have had the redundancy 
and restructure halted pending 
discussions and worked on 
opening up the membership and 
replacing the existing board with 
an elected board. 

‘While the shadow board is 

making progress towards its 
goals, we also have to make it 
clear that Comar is facing serious 
financial difficulties. 

‘Those difficulties started with 
a 71 per cent grant award. But 
it’s got worse since. Comar has 
continued to overspend, while 
failing to raise what they expect-
ed from other sources. 

‘We may stop these redundan-
cies, introduce membership and 
a more accountable board, but 
we can’t print money. 

‘Comar is facing very difficult 
times and there will be no easy 
answers. Those on the shadow 
board are giving generously of 
their time in the hope of saving 
An Tobar and Mull Theatre. 

‘We would ask that the commu-
nity council recognise this and 
support our efforts in whatever 
way you can,’ he added.

The community council offered 
its support to the shadow board. 

CHAOS: Picturesque Tralee beach is usually a scene of tranquillity and family fun

KEYNOTE: The Misha MacPher-
son trio are one of the many 

bands to play at An Tobar

A Comar spokeswoman said: 

‘Comar is working constructively 
with the shadow board and has 
shared a considerable amount of 
information with them at a series 
of meetings. 

‘Comar appointed independent 
consultants, CEIS, who have 
consulted members of the shad-
ow board and the local commu-
nity. CEIS will be sharing their 
report with the shadow board 
tomorrow, (September 18). 

‘Some budget areas are show-
ing an overspend and Comar’s 
reserves will reduce as a result. 
Full accounts for the year to 
March 2015 will be available at 
the Comar AGM in November.’ 

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell said: ‘There must be new 
directors chosen by the commu-
nity and there must be a plan 
acceptable to the community 
which includes a withdrawal of 
the redundancies, an open mem-
bership base and a new approach 
to serving Mull and a wider area.’

A FORMER Oban man has 
been fi ned for hurling abuse 
and threatening the police.

Michael Duncan, 22, 
formerly of  Glencruitten 
Drive, but who now lives in 
Aberdeen, pleaded guilty 
to threatening and abusive 
behaviour and resisting ar-
rest on Boxing Day last year, 
when he appeared at Oban 
sheriff  court on Tuesday.

Fining Duncan £500, Sheriff  
Ruth Anderson said she was 
glad Duncan had left the area 
in an attempt to stay out of 
trouble, adding: ‘I don’t want 
to see you back in any court.’

New management in Fort William 
proves itself with record sales in 2015

Richmond Divan - was £499 now £369

Kincraig solid Oak table & 4 Chairs - was £599 now £399

Fantasia Corner Group - was £1499 now £1099

Novella sofa 3 & 2 - was £1259 now £999

New manager Adam Brown

Unit 3, Coal Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Coal, Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 

www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

PEOPLE in the West High-
lands are canny buyers, but 
they are also loyal customers 
often preferring to support local 
businesses over a vast corporate 
conglomeration.

But when it comes to spending 
on large value items, like fur-
niture, that doesn’t mean they 
don’t want something that is 
competitively priced, good value 
and gives them pleasure to look 
at or use.

Blackbridge Furnishings knows 
exactly where its customers are 
coming from - in all respects.

This Highland family-built 
furniture company, which was 
set up by James Morrison Fraser 
in Inverness’s Waterloo Place 
more than 30 years ago, has had 
two generations of experience 
to come to understand what its 
customers are looking for.

Originally a second-hand furni-
ture shop, the business changed 
to selling new goods when James 
Fraser, 41, took over as owner 
and director 14 years ago and 
moved Blackbridge Furnishings 
to Thornbush Road in the city.

The 10,000-square-foot 
showroom and warehouse in In-
verness now employs 12 people, 
and three years ago the same 
size space in Fort William was 
opened to customers on the west 
coast.

OPPORTUNITY
James came into the business 

straight from school, having 
helped his father out in the shop 
from the age of eight upwards.

He saw an opportunity to sup-
ply his customers with the best 
quality of furniture at the most 
competitive prices by bringing 
in stock directly from sources in 
Vietnam, China and India.

Blackbridge Furnishings has 
a huge network of contacts 
among suppliers which gives the 
business a big advantage when to 
comes to sourcing items quickly 
and sourcing more unusual, 
asked-for items.

‘The way we buy our stock is 
directly from the source and ship 
it here in containers so we are 
super-competitive,’ says James.

Available from the showrooms 

are solid wood furniture for 
living rooms, bedrooms and 
dining rooms as well as leather 
and fabric suites.

There are special offers on 
sofas, suits and corner units at 
the moment following a shipment 
and the company is keen to allow 
people to take advantage of the 
affordable prices that Black-
bridge Furnishings brings by 
buying directly from the source.

‘One of our main advantages 
is that we have stock that people 
can take home straight away,’ 
says James.

‘We carry more than a £1 mil-
lion of stock in our warehouse. 
People like the fact that they can 
get it straight away,’ he adds.

‘They don’t have to wait for 
about six weeks; they can get it 
straight away.’

‘We have people turning up 
with vans or sheep floats or 
trailers and they just load it on.’

One of the reasons why the 
Fort William store was opened 
three years ago was because the 
Inverness store was getting a lot 
of customers from the west coast, 
including the islands.

‘Things have really taken off 
this year since Adam Brown 
took over as manager in the Fort 
William store.

‘We had a few teething prob-
lems initially but sales have in-
creased by 80 per cent compared 

to the same six months last year.’
‘We are trying to get ourselves 

known more on the west coast.’
Fort William manager Adam 

Brown explained that initially 
people were under the assump-
tion that Blackbridge’s furniture 
would be more expensive be-
cause it was all new.

‘I have never been beaten on 
price,’ he said. ‘We are always 
open to negotiation. I can say 
that because we get them at such 
good prices ourselves.

‘I have never turned anyone 
away; if they have come in with 
a quote for a piece of furniture, I 
have always beaten it.’

Adam was born and brought up 
in Fort William before moving 
away to study mechanics in In-
verness and a BSc in motorsport 
management and logistics before 
achieving a Masters in business 
management and finance.

He moved back to Fort Wil-
liam to be near to family and 
friends and started working in 
Blackbridge Furnishings’ store 
in Ardgour Road, Caol.

COMPETITIVE
Since April he has been con-

vincing people on the west coast 
that Blackbridge Furnishings 
has the most competitive prices 
around - and it is working.

‘We have a mixture of people 
coming to our store: from people 
who want to take out our nine 
months’ interest-free finance to 
people who are high earners.’

One of the most popular 
lines, says Adam, is Blackbridge 
Furnishing’s Kincraig oak range, 
with its rustic but clean, simple 
lines in a variety of options for 
the living room, dining room and 
bedroom.

While in the sofas, the Novella 
range has proved to be every-
one’s favourite with its extraor-
dinary plump comfort, relaxing 
positions and durable leather at 
astonishingly good prices.

And of course, because it is in 
stock, it can be picked up there 
and then or delivered within a 
matter of days.

‘It all depends on how impor-
tant it is,’ said Adam.

Deliveries are made from In-
verness to the Fort William store 
twice a week or if necessary in 
between times and the company 
delivers directly too.

‘How far do we deliver? Any-
where. We have delivered even 
to France and Spain,’ says James.

‘I make it happen.’
He cited  one customer who 

wanted a mattress by the Friday 
of the same week, but delivery 
would not normally be until the 
Monday.

‘I had the mattress made by 

our supplier and delivered by the 
Friday,’ said James.

‘We have been in the trade for 
a long time, so know the right 
people to go to.’

These business relationships 
allow Blackbridge Furnishings 
to make requests for bespoke 
items within the ranges on offer 
- bigger coffee tables and plasma 
television stands are popular.

‘We go to furniture shows two 
or three times a year to see what 
is happening to designs, although 
trends are slow to change,’ says 
James. ‘Some of them never 
catch on!’

‘We do have some things in our 
showrooms which are out of the 
ordinary, to catch the eye, for 
instance, we have a patchwork-
quilt-style sofa and a range of 
aluminium furniture called 
Aviator, which people might buy 
one or two pieces from, like a 
lamp table or coffee table, as a 
statement piece.

CUTTING EDGE
‘We can do cutting edge if it 

is wanted, as well as the more 
traditional,’ he adds.

The majority of the furniture 
comes ready-assembled or part-as-
sembled like wardrobes or beds, 
in order to get them into homes, 
but there is a range of flat-packed 
Mexican pine furniture called 
Corona, which, Adam says, unlike 
some flat-packed furniture, has 
stood the test of time in its show-
rooms, despite much handling and 
moving around.

If required, Blackbridge Fur-
nishings will offer an assembly 
service for those who are not able 
to do so themselves.

‘And if anyone has issues with 
the furniture, it can be returned 
and replaced within days, unlike 
with the big brand stores in the 
central belt, where it can take 
weeks,’ says Adam.

While Blackbridge Furnishings 
does have a website at www.
blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk, 
the best way to see the full rang-
es on offer, get a feel for their 
solidity, build quality, comfort 
and ask questions - and of course 
negotiate! - is to visit the Fort 
William or Inverness stores.

The way we 
buy our stock 
is directly 
from the 
source and 
ship it here in 
containers so 
we are super-
competitive ”

James Morrison Fraser

SALE STARTS 
21st - 26th September

ADVERTORIAL



6 COMMUNITY NEWS Thursday 17 September, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Kilmore

MORVERN
lines

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

NOMINATIONS OPEN ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2015

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

...so who’s yours?

WE ALL 
LOVE HEROES

ScottishField
®

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

A RENEWABLE engergy company has been refused 
permission for a 15-turbine wind farm at Ardchonnel, 
following an appeal.

Scottish government officials upheld last week an 
earlier ruling from Argyll and Bute council based mainly 
on landscape and visual impacts of the farm, planned by 
RWE Innogy UK.

The 45MW project was based on tip heights of 111 
metres and hardware of up to 3MW.

The wind farm was planned for a site close to RWE’s An 
Suidhe site, above Loch Awe.

THE EARLIEST known case of rickets in the UK has 
been identified in a 3,000-year-old skeleton from Tiree.

The disease, which is caused by a Vitamin D deficiency 
linked to lack of sunlight, can lead to weak and deformed 
bones.

It was identified in the remains of a woman from the 
Neolithic age who had been buried on the island and 
discovered during an excavation in 1912.

Until now, the earliest case of rickets in Britain dated 
from the Roman period, until researchers from Bradford 
and Durham universities made the discovery using radio-
carbon dating. 

The skeleton was taken off the island and is now part of 
the Hunterian collection at Glasgow University.

The skeleton was always assumed to date from the same 
period as a nearby Iron Age settlement, but the dating 
technique showed it was actually from between 3340 and 
3090 BC.

The examination also identified rickets in the woman’s 
badly-deformed bones.

THE TIREE community council website is up and run-
ning. 

It can be found at www.tireecommunitycouncil.co.uk.
The latest news on the site is that vice convenor, John 

MacCaskill, has been invited to join the Transport Min-
ister’s Ferry Procurement Reference Panel. 

This is a newly-established group looking at the way in 
which the government secures ferry services, and that 
these services are procured in a cost-effective and fair 
manner.

LISMORE Gaelic Heritage Centre recently hosted an 
interesting and fun-filled Medieval Week, celebrating the 
long history of the island and the erection of a wonderful 
display of 14/15th century grave slabs at the church. 
Events were well attended despite the weather. 

These began with a fine performance of local resident 
Jennifer Baker’s original play, Banished, which tells the 
story of Bishop George Lauder, who, on a rare visit to 
Lismore and far from his residence in the lowlands, met 
his match in the fiery Liosachs. 

During the week, the President of the Society of An-
tiquaries Scotland, Dr David Caldwell, presented a talk 
about the excavations done at Achinduin Castle in the 
1970s and led an informative exploration of that and 
Castle Coeffen. 

THE KILMORE 100 Club winner for August, £100, was 
Derek Wilson.

September’s winners were Catriona Stuart, £100, and 
Alastair MacPherson, £200.

Tiree

Lismore

HERITAGE: A festive banquet at the Lios Beag café 
rounded the week off  on Lismore, where guests feasted 

on medieval fare served by wenches in traditional 
costume. 

Loch Awe

KINLOCHLEVEN high school 
pupils were surprised to hear 
the usual sound of heels clicking 
replaced with a mobility scooter 
when their headteacher, Rebecca 
Machin, broke her leg during the 
summer holidays. 

Dubbed the ‘Machin Mobile’ by 
students, the scooter was subject to 
a makeover during its time at the 
school, adorned with fairy lights, a 
flag and horn. 

Although disappointed the scoot-
er is gone, the pupils surprised 
Ms Machin with a cake when she 
returned to school after having her 
cast removed last week. 

She said: ‘I thought it was very 
kind of Mary MacDonald and Beth 
Grant, who work in the office, to 
get me the mobility scooter. I would 
never have done this myself as I am 
far too stubborn. However, it has 
been totally brilliant and has made 
these last few weeks so much easier. 

‘New bits kept being added but 
that always demonstrated the 
kindness and thoughtfulness I 
have come to expect of my pupils 
at Kinlochleven high school. The 
cake was a lovely surprise and was 
waiting for me in my office when I 
got back from having my cast taken 
off. I cut it at lunch time so that I 
could share it with all of my pupils 
and staff.’

MAKEOVER: Kinlochleven high 
school pupils decorated head- 

teacher Rebecca Machin’s mobility 
scooter

Class act as pupils and staff 
keep teacher scooting along

LOMOND school in Helensburgh is de-
lighted with the academic achievements 
of its young people in this year’s SQA 
examinations. 

Almost half of all Higher and Advanced 
Higher presentations resulted in an ‘A’ 
pass this year. While one fifth of all S5 
pupils achieved five A passes at Higher 
grade. 

Principal Johanna Urquhart said: ‘It 
is lovely to see how well our pupils have 
done after all their hard work. Lomond 
School is not an academically selective 
school and we have an open presentation 

policy. To have so many A passes is out-
standing and I would like to congratulate 
our young people and teachers on all of 
their efforts.’ 

S6 pupil Lucy Metcalf gained three A 
Band 1s, the highest possible achieve-
ment, at Advanced Higher and is going 
on to study chemical physics at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow this year: ‘I wasn’t too 
nervous as I had already got the results 
I needed to get into uni, but I still really 
wanted to do well. I really enjoyed the 
Advanced Higher coursework and feel 
well prepared for going on to study at uni.’

STAFF at a swimming 
pool on Islay have sold 
more than 10,000 of its 
tiles to raise funds to keep 
the facility open. 

The grout, expansion 
joints and areas of tiling 
have deteriorated to such 
an extent at the pool at the 
Mactaggart leisure centre 
in Bowmore, that a com-
plete draining of the pool 
is required to undertake 
upgrade works.

The pool is a registered 
charity, run by the social 
enterprise company, 
Islay and Jura Community 
Enterprises, and had the 
work priced by a contrac-
tor at £17,000.

A campaign was 
launched in April to raise 
the necessary capital, with 
staff asking the communi-
ty for help, selling the tiles 
off to raise funds, although 
it is more of a sponsorship 
as the tiles will not be 
physically removed.

A SCHEME on Islay will see unwanted ink 
cartridges help Ghurkas in Nepal.

Portnahaven post office is collecting the 
cartridges and old mobile phones to raise 
cash.

Alastair Redman, left, who runs the 
post office, said: ‘We have recently started 
collecting used inkjet cartridges and old 
mobile phones. 

‘The Gurkah Welfare Trust is happily 
putting these items to use. For every old 

phone the trust can receive up to £30 and 
for every used inkjet cartridge they receive 
up to £3.50. 

‘The money is used to relive the hardship 
and distress among Gurkha ex-servicemen 
and their dependants in Nepal. We have 
had one or two old phones and a ton of 
used inkjet cartridges. 

‘The response has been great. A huge 
thanks goes to everyone who has helped 
with the appeal.’

BEAUTIFUL weather 
pulled in crowds for the an-
nual Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI 
fundraiser. 

The maritime day last 
Saturday kicked off with a 
performance by Lochalsh 
junior pipe band before 
tours of Kyle and Mallaig 
lifeboats.

The warm and still weather 
also helped the local kayak 
club which held demonstra-
tions throughout the day, 
before the event rounded off 
with the traditional Kyleakin 
to Kyle swim, completed by 
12 participants. 

A spokesman for Kyle of 
Lochalsh RNLI said: ‘A great 
day was had by all and we 
would like to thank everyone 
who took part, came along to 
support us and helped make 
it such a success.’ 

FUN FOR ALL: Sean and Daniel Campbell dressed up 
for the occasion

Sun shines on RNLI fun day

‘I think people like the 
idea of buying a tile - it’s 
a tangible thing and they 
can relate to it. 

‘When the job is finished 
it won’t transform the 
pool, but it is absolutely 
essential maintenance, 
and should set us in good 
stead for another 20 years. 

‘We have had some amaz-
ing donations. One woman 
anonymously bought 1000 
tiles for £1500. We have 
had donations from a lot 
of people who don’t use 
the facilities too. So even 
though they don’t use the 
pool, they are sympathetic 
to the cause.’

Anyone wishing to help 
close the funding gap can 
purchase tiles at the pool 
reception, or can forward 
cheques, payable to Islay 
and Jura Community En-
terprises, to Mactaggart 
Leisure Centre, School 
Street, Bowmore, Islay 
PA43 7JS.

Staff calculated that the 
11,500 tiles, sold at a price 
of £1.50 each, would be 
enough to raise the money. 
To date, just 908 are still 
up for grabs.

Centre manager, Gary 

Scott, said: ‘It’s been abso-
lutely fantastic. The pool 
is due to close during the 
first week in December, 
and by then we hope that 
the final 908 tiles will have 
gone. 

Gary Scott with a pool tile at the Mactaggart leisure 
centre

Fundraising pool tiles selling fast

Students make the grade

Islay collection boosts Ghurkas

Stepping back in time on Luing
LAST week, I visited the island of Luing in the parish 
of Kilbrandon and Kilchattan to meet local historian, 
Christine Mackay, who has a wealth of oral tradition 
and historical facts about the community.

Miss Mackay’s family have lived on Luing for more 
than 200 years. 

One of them was a volunteer in the Earl of Breadal-
bane’s 2nd Fencible Regiment raised in 1793 to repel the 
French when they threatened to invade the UK. A few 
years later when the regiment was reduced in numbers, 
Lord Breadalbane gave to each of the Luing men who 
had served with him a medal and, more importantly, a 
job, a croft or a house and garden as a means of making 
a living. ,

Medal presented by Lord Breadalbane in 1798 to the 
Luing Volunteers

High on my list of things to see on Luing was a well 
near Ardinamar called in Gaelic, Tobar na Suil - ‘The 
Well of the Eye’. 

According to local tradition, its water was used for 
curing diseases of the eye. This strange feature is a 
small, hollowed-out stone set just below the surface 
and seemingly never dries out, even although it has no 
obvious cracks to allow water to get into it from below.

In 1896, a sample was taken by a visiting chemist and 
archaeologist called Ivison Macadam, professor of 
chemistry, New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. His 
analysis showed that, although the water contained 
small quantities of saline, chlorine, sodium, sulphate 
and ammonia, it did not contain any particular medici-
nal properties. 

The stone, which looks like an early baptismal font, 
resembles an eyeball from which shape it may have 
taken its name. Once called, the hypothetical curative 
properties may have followed. 

In keeping with many other wells, we found a large 
number of coins lying about it, mostly of low denomi-
nation and modern - evidence that someone locally still 
believes in its charms if not magical properties.

On our way to Kilchattan graveyard near Toberono-
chy, we passed through a small glen called Dubh Leitir 
which means ‘the black half-land’, usually applied to a 
long, steep face of land, the half part of a glen.  

Here we halted to examine Easan Frogach - ‘the 
waterfall of the bewitched’, a small burn encircling a 
supernatural mound where fairies were thought to live. 
It was customary, up until about the beginning of the 
20th century, for every passer-by to pull a thread out of 
his or her clothing and put it on the mound as a peace 
offering to them. 

Not wishing to risk causing any offence to the early 
inhabitants, I left a bit of my shirt and we carried on 
to the fast crumbling ruin of the old parish church of 
Kilchattan church. 

A number of outer facing stones bear some interesting 
graffiti showing ships, initials and other forms of hiero-
glyphics low to the ground giving rise to the theory that 
the carvings were made by children which seems unlike-
ly. A search for a gravestone to a man who lived for 1001 
years was unsuccessful. The tale goes that the deceased 
died aged 101 but the mason cutting the inscription, 
spoke only Gaelic and mistook the instructions given to 
him in English.

On the road to Toberonochy, it was a pleasure to meet 
Coll MacDougall, a native of Morvern, now retired, who 
along with his late father, Angus, had been associated 
with the Cadzow family and their famous Luing cattle 
for most of their lives. 

Mr MacDougall’s ancestors came to Morvern from 
Lorn in the 1700s and were large and trusted ten-
ant-farmers and tacksmen to the Dukes of Argyll.

When George, the sixth Duke, sold most of his lands 
in Morvern in 1826, the MacDougalls, in order to stay 
in their homes, were forced to become shepherds and 
cattlemen for the new southern owners.

The 2011 national census records that the population 
of the parish of Kilbrandon and Kilchattan was 808. 

In 1837 it was three times greater, indicated by the 
following incident. 

About 9am on July 14 a large pod of whales appeared 
stranded in shallow water. Their presence soon attracted 
the attention of many local men, including the minister, 
who arrived with axes, slashing knives and claymores 
belonging to their forefathers which had not been drawn 
in earnest since the days of Bonnie Prince Charlie. The 
battle began at 9am and lasted for 13 hours - longer than 
the Battle of Waterloo - during which an incredible 192 
beasts, about 100 of whom were from 30 to 50 foot in 
length, were allegedly killed.

The author of the report concluded: ‘The prowess of 
one of the mountaineers - Sinclair by name - must not 
be allowed to pass unchronicled. A whale, about 50 foot 
long, struggled hard to retreat. This individual, with a 
degree of gallantry worthy of his gallant clan, leaped 
on its back, and with a hatchet belaboured and hewed 
the animal, till exhausted by the loss of blood, it was 
compelled to surrender at discretion. A very copious 
supply of oil is expected from this unlooked-for source. 
According to one authority, the proceeds will be divided 
among the captors; according to another, they are to be 
applied for the benefit of the parish.’

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com



Thursday 17 September, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
OT

The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Scottish Field
Large   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar U.K. inc P&P

£11.95

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

£11.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE

AN AWARD-WINNING 
musician narrowly avoided 
jail at Fort William sheriff 
court this week, after she 
admitted driving while almost 
seven times over the alcohol 
limit. 

Mary Ann Turner, better 
known by her maiden name 
of Kennedy, drove to her 
home village of Ardgour from 
Inverness on the afternoon 
of August 27 and pulled into 
a layby just metres from her 
home to drink a bottle of wine, 
before attempting to continue 
her journey, the court heard 
on Tuesday (September 15). 

The 47-year-old, who lives 
at Watercolour Music, a 
production company and 
recording studio she shares 
with her husband, was fined 
£1,300 and banned from 
driving for four years. Turner, 
who has won gold medals 
at the Royal National Mòd 

THE FUNERAL of Kelly MacDon-
ald was to be held yesterday 
(Wednesday) after she lost her 
battle with cancer. 

Friends of the 29-year-old 
raised thousands of pounds 
through a number of events, 
including a walk up Ben Nevis, 
to fund private health care for 
the Fort William hairdresser. 

Kelly passed away last 
Wednesday (September 9) 
after what family members 
called a ‘brave and dignifi ed 
fi ght’. It is thought the money 
raised will now be donated to 
local charities. The funeral was 
due to be held at St John’s RC 
church in Caol.

FINED AND BANNED: Mary 
Ann Turner, also known as 

Kennedy, drove almost seven 
times over the alcohol limit 

BRAVE AND DIGNIFIED: Kelly 
MacDonald 

Young hairdresser 
loses `brave fi ght’ 

Drink drive Gaelic singer 
narrowly avoids jail term

SOCIAL media incriminated 
a man who burnt out a car on a 
Lochaber forestry road. 

Stephen Graham was identified 
to police after his friend posted 
pictures of him driving a car 
without a licence or insurance 
and then setting fire to it near 
Kinlochleven on March 3, Fort 
William sheriff court heard on 
Tuesday. 

The 19-year-old, who appeared 
from Grampian prison, pleaded 
guilty at an earlier hearing and 
was remanded in custody until 
sentencing this week. 

Procurator fiscal, Michelle 
Molley, said Graham, of Brown 
Street in Balloch, had driven 
the car from an address in Fort 
William to the forestry road near 
Kinlochleven and his passenger 
showed police pictures of the blaze 
and of Graham driving the car, 
which he had posted to Facebook 
and Snapchat. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
sentenced Graham to eight months 
in prison. He said: ‘This is both 
a curious state of affairs and a 
dangerous state of affairs. The 
forest could have been damaged 
as could anyone or anything in the 
vicinity and there’s a car which is 
completely destroyed.’ 

AN ELECTRICIAN working on a new 
primary school in Fort William was drunk on 
the job, the town’s sheriff court heard this week. 

Gary Milligan had so much alcohol the night 
before, he was still almost four times over the 
drink drive limit when he was tested at mid- 
morning on June 27, sheriff Richard Davidson 
heard on Tuesday (September 15). 

The 33-year-old, of Stobo in East Kilbride, 
was charged with driving under the influence 
of alcohol, without insurance and with only a 
provisional driver’s licence, as well as taking 
the car without the owner’s permission. 

Milligan had 82 microgrammes of alcohol in 
100 millilitres of breath, exceeding the limit 
of 22 microgrammes in the same amount of 

breath, when he was traced by police at Ross 
Place in Fort William.  

He admitted all charges at a previous 
hearing and sentencing had been deferred for 
background reports. 

Sheriff Davidson fined Milligan £800 and 
banned him from driving for 18 months. 

He said: ‘It’s disturbing that you were still 
so far over the limit by mid-morning from 
drinking the night before. 

‘You know better than me the risks of the type 
of work you do and the danger of not being in 
full possession of your wits and I don’t think the 
council would be pleased about you working 
on a school in the condition you were in,’ the 
sheriff added.

MORE than £10,000 has been 
invested in projects and charities 
across Ardnamurchan, thanks to 
a hydro electric scheme on the 
peninsula. 

Since the project was set up by 
Carnoch Hydro Community Fund 
in 2009, the profits have supported 
projects including Ardnamurchan 
high school students’ Duke of Ed-
inburgh Award courses, Strontian 
primary school swimming lessons 
and helping the Burach Gaelic 
Choir attend the Royal National 
Mòd. The hydro site, at the head 
of Loch Sunart, is now worth 
more than £1,500 per year to the 
Ardnamurchan community. 

Alistair Maclennan of RWE 
Innogy UK, the company support-
ing the scheme, said: ‘Reaching the 
£10,000 landmark is a significant 
milestone for the Carnoch Hydro 
Community Fund. 

‘We are delighted to be support-
ing those communities hosting our 
projects.’ 

WORK will start next week 
two build new bridges on the 
Great Glen Way.

A Highland council spokes-
woman said the existing 
structures, both in Inver-
lochy,  have reached the end 
of their safe lifespan.

The local authority also 
advised the public to com-
ply with safety signs and 
contractor’s instructors for 
the duration of the work, 
expected to last six weeks. 

LOCHABER MP Ian Blackford 
has called for more to be 
done to help refugees 
fl eeing Syria.

Speaking after a debate 
in the House of Commons 
on the matter, the new MP, 
who also covers Ross and 
Skye, said: ‘MPs have been 
inundated with off ers of 
help from constituents and 
local voluntary groups. 

‘The people of this country 
understand the importance 
of helping people less 
fortunate than yourself.’ 

Social media 
snares driver

Power project 
boosts coffers

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

AWARD-WINNING MUSICIAN FOUND SLUMPED OVER WHEEL ALMOST SEVEN TIMES OVER LIMIT

for her traditional Scottish 
music, had pleaded guilty 
at a previous hearing, but 
sentencing had been deferred 
for background reports. 

Procurator fiscal, Michelle 
Molley, told the court that 
Turner had been found 
slumped over her steering 
wheel, with her car partially 
blocking the road, four and a 
half miles north of Ardgour 
on the A861. Ms Molley also 
said her driving had been so 
erratic, a passing man stopped 
another approaching driver to 
warn him of the danger. 

She said: ‘When the man 
who had been warned 
approached the car it was 
stationary, partially blocking 
the road, and he recognised 
the accused. 

‘He attempted to 
communicate with the 
accused but she was slumped 
over the steering wheel, 
smelling of alcohol and 
responding in an incoherent 
fashion. He assisted her into 

the rear of his own vehicle 
and phoned the emergency 
services.’ 

When a test was carried out 
by police, Turner was found 
to have 148 microgrammes 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres 
of breath, almost seven times 
the limit of 22 microgrammes 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
breath. She also pleaded guilty 
to driving without insurance, 
as it was her husband’s car she 
committed the offence in.

This was Turner’s second 
drink driving offence, after 
being previously convicted in 
August 2005. 

Defending solicitor, Clare 
Russell, said her client had 
received upsetting news on 
her way home from Inverness, 
so stopped in Fort William 
to buy a bottle of wine with 
the intention of drinking it at 
home, but received another 
upsetting phone call shortly 
afterwards, when she decided 
to pull in and drink the wine. 

She added: ‘She [Turner] 

works extremely hard and is 
well known in the Gaelic music 
community. She is extremely 
sorry for her actions. This was 
the first time she had driven 
since her last offence in 2005.’ 

During sentencing, sheriff 
Richard Davidson said he 
considered a prison sentence 
but instead chose to fine 
Turner. 

He also refused the fiscal’s 
request to have the £11,000 
car seized as it is the property 
of her husband. 

He said: ‘That this should 
happen on the first day you 
have driven seems unlikely. 

‘The bottom line is you were 
close to your home under 
the influence, another five 
minutes of driving and you 
would have been home. 

‘It’s bad enough to have one 
[drink driving] conviction 
never mind manage another 
one, although there was a gap 
of 10 years. You were a danger 
to yourself and a danger to 
anyone else using the road.’

Electrician drunk on the 
job after driving to work 

Work to start on 
two new bridges

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
Rhoda Grant is appealing to 
constituents to sign up as 
bone marrow donators. 

She said the Anthony 
Nolan register can match 
donors to blood cancer pa-
tients in what could be their 
last chance of survival.

Ms Grant said: ‘I am pleased 
to support the Anthony 
Nolan cause.  

‘To potential donors, I 
would say, what better gift 
can you give than the gift of 
life?’ 

More help 
needed for 
refugees

Appeal to 
donate bone 
marrow
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Why be part of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning? 

Cairndow
01499 600263

Delighted to support 
the World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning

www.macmillan.org.uk

OUR AMBITION
There are now 2.5 million people in the UK 

living with cancer. By 2030, it will be 4 million 
people, and we want to be there for them all.

One in three of us will get cancer, and it will 
be one of the toughest things we’ll ever have 
to face. Our goal is to make sure no one faces 
cancer alone. We provide medical, emotional, 

paigning for better cancer care. And because 
cancer affects more than just those facing it, 
we’re there for friends and family too. We are 

Macmillan.

online at
www.macmillan.org.uk

or donate at 
www.macmillan.org.uk/Donate
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AND HELP PEOPLE LIVING WITH CANCER
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W.D. Semple
01499 302150

Pleased to be supporting 
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Morning
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THE PUBLIC are to be whether Scotland’s sub-
marine cables, connecting 59 Scottish islands to 
the main electricity network, should be laid on the 
seabed or protected during their installation.

The distribution network operator Scottish Hydro 
Electric Power Distribution (SHEPD) launched a six 
week consultation on Tuesday to understand people’s 
views on whether the 111 submarine electricity cables 
in Scottish waters should be protected within the sea 
bed or laid on top of it.

The consultation runs until 13 October 2015 and 
allows people to feedback their views on the impact 
any work to the submarine cables might have on the 
marine environment, any social and economic im-
pact the works could have and disclose any concerns 
they have on how much the works could cost.

Currently 110 of the submarine cables connecting 
59 Scottish islands are laid on the surface of the 
seabed.

Alan Broadbent, Director of Engineering at 
SHEPD, said: ‘It is important we secure the thoughts 
of all interested parties on what they would like us to 
do with the submarine cables, as protecting or laying 
can have different impacts and outcomes. Any major 
investment decision we make requires the agreement 
of Ofgem to ensure it is being made on a sound eco-
nomic and efficient basis. And any decision on the 
installation method of the submarine cable needs to 
be accepted by Marine Scotland.’

Anybody interested in attending an event or com-
pleting the consultation can find details on SSEPD’s 
website or by emailing submarinecables@sse.com to 
request a copy.

Public to be 
consulted 
on cable 
Installation

HOUSEHOLDERS in the 
Highlands and islands could 
be set for a rise in electricity 
charges under a new policy. 

Consumers in the north, who 
already pay a two per cent sur-
charge compared to elsewhere 
in Scotland, will bear the brunt 
of the Scottish government’s 
National Marine Plan, which 
could see additional protection 
given to subsea electricity 
cables, the cost of which will 

A MAN from Benbecula is behind 
bars after being convicted of 
attacking a woman on the island. 

Angus MacDonald stabbed Anne 
Stewart once with a knife at a 
house in Griminish on January 2 of 
this year.

The 49-year-old, of Churchill, 
also in the Griminish area, had 
originally faced an allegation of 
attempted murder but, after a trial 
at the High Court in Glasgow last 
week, MacDonald was found guilty 
of the reduced charge of assault.

The jury ruled that he had acted 
under provocation.

Judge Kenneth MacIver remand-
ed MacDonald as he deferred 
sentencing until later this month 
for reports.

He told MacDonald: ‘This is a 
serious matter and I will have to 
impose a custodial sentence.’

The court heard how the woman 
had initially hit MacDonald during 
a drunken row. He then grabbed a 
knife and lashed out at his victim, 
who he had known for 12 years.

Following the incident, the victim 
required to have a chest drain 
inserted into her wound, which 
was described as potentially life- 
threatening.

MacDonald had denied the 
attack and had lodged a special 
defence of self-defence.

The jury was told the woman has 
since left Benbecula.

POLICE in Lochaber are appeal-
ing for information about the 
following crimes in the area:

During the morning of 
September 10, an iPod touch, 
money and make up was stolen 
from a school bag in the female 
changing rooms at Lochaber 
high school. 

Sometime between 9pm on 
Thursday September 10 and 
9am the following morning, 
the window of a green Ford Fo-
cus car was smashed at Middle 
Street car park, Fort William.

In the early hours of Friday 
September 11 the door mirror 
of a Volkswagen Scirrocco car 
was damaged at Alma Road, 
Fort William. 

Anyone with information 
regarding these crimes is asked 
to contact police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
via 0800555111 or online at 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 

THE FLAG of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar was flown at half-mast 
on Friday, in memory of a former 
councillor who died on the same 
day, aged 93.

Malcolm MacFarlane was a 
member of the local authority 
between 1986 and 1994 and 
served as chairman of the housing 
committee. 

Norman MacDonald, comhairle 
convenor, said: ‘Our thoughts are 
with the family, particularly his 
wife Christina and their three 
daughters, Frances, Kate and 
Laura.’

Items snatched 
from school bag

TIMESLINEBenbecula 
man guilty   
of stabbing   

Subsea cable work will push up 
prices in Highlands and islands

be reflected in electricity bills 
across the region. 

Representatives of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar attended a 
consultation held by Scottish 
and Southern Energy Power 
Distribution last week to raise 
concerns about the added 
charges, as the region already 
has the highest levels of fuel 
poverty in the country. 

Alasdair Macleod, chairman 
of the comhairle’s sustainable 
development committee, said: 
‘It was hugely concerning to 
hear about these new policies, 
the potential costs arising 

from them and the fact that 
consumers in the Outer 
Hebrides and the north of 
Scotland will have to pick up 
the cost. 

‘Electricity bills in the Outer 
Hebrides are already excessive 
and further costs will simply 
push people further into fuel 
poverty.  

‘Fuel poverty levels in the 
Outer Hebrides presently stand 
at 71 per cent and additional 
costs on bills will only further 
exacerbate this.’

A spokesman for SSE 
confirmed a change in the way 

electricity cables are laid and 
protected would mean higher 
costs: ‘These policies may 
require us to change our long-
established approach. 

‘Such a change would 
require significant additional 
capital expenditure, which 
will ultimately be paid for by 
electricity consumers on the 
Scottish islands and across 
the north of Scotland under 
current arrangements.’

A Scottish government 
spokesperson was unavailable 
for comment on the plan, 
but a statement was released 

on Monday which said £224 
million is to be invested in 
insulation to reduce fuel 
poverty across the country. 

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said: ‘Nothing 
is more important to me 
than responding to the real 
pressures that individuals and 
families across Scotland face. 

‘Through this scheme, the 
Scottish government will 
deliver the best possible help to 
thousands of people blighted 
by fuel poverty, struggling to 
keep their homes warm and 
pay their energy bills.’

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

TWO FURRY volunteers 
have been helping to fund-
raise for a Lochaber golf 
club by collecting thousands 
of balls from the outskirts of 
the course. 

Springer spaniels, Linnhe 
and Palla, spend their daily 
walks at the Spean Bridge 
green hunting for lost balls 
and bringing them to own-
ers, Pat and Colin Davidson, 
who then clean them and 
return them to the golf club 
to be sold for club funds. 

The two-year-old dogs col-
lected more than 3,000 balls 
when they were puppies and 
Colin, who is president of 

A PENSIONER is to sell a 
house he gifted to relatives to 
pay back more than £23,000 in 
fraudulently claimed benefits. 

Charles Wright, of Larch 
Cottage in Strontian, told the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) he only had 
savings of just over £4,000 and 
owned no properties, despite 
owning two houses in Fort 
William which he later sold for 
£293,000. 

This allowed the 72-year-old 
to fraudulently claim benefits 
of £24,340.52 between March 
2008 and June 2012. He will 
now sell another property in 
Caol, which he had previously 
given to family, to repay the 
sum. 

Wright appeared for sen-
tencing at Fort William sheriff 
court on Tuesday (September 
15) after pleading guilty at a 
previous hearing. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
deferred sentencing until 
November 10 to allow an eval-
uation of the house, thought to 
be worth around £130,000, but 
said Wright must pay £3,000 
before this date. 

He said: When you return I 
want £3,000 to be in the hands 
of a third party and I want 
to know what is happening 
in relation to the sale of the 
property.’

MORE than 20 tonnes of 
rubbish and metal has been 
cleared from the hills of 
Glencoe. 

Thirty-six bags of old 
steel from tows, lift cables, 
electrical wire and rotten 
timber were airlifted from 
Meall a Bhuiridh as part of a 
massive clean up by Glencoe 
Mountain Resort, ski clubs 
and volunteers. 

The junk had  built up as 
a result of storm damage 
during the 60 years of the 
mountain resort’s operation 
but couldn’t be removed 
without a helicopter. 

Andy Meldrum, managing 
director of the resort, said: 
‘It’s brilliant that we have 
been able to make a start 
on ensuring that the simply 
stunning Glencoe landscape 
is a little cleaner today than 
it was before. There is still 
lots of work to do, but rest 
assured that this is only the 
start and we will be doing 
our utmost over the coming 
years to continue this pro-
cess. A massive thanks to 
everyone who contributed.’

BENEFIT FRAUDSTER: 
Charles Wright

Pensioner faced with selling family home 

Tonnes of rubbish 
cleared off  Glencoe 

Flag lowered 
in memory of 
ex-councillor   

IN THE MONEY: Colin 
Davidson with his springer 

spaniels, Linnhe and 
Palla, who have collected 
thousands of balls from 
Spean Bridge golf club

the golf club, thinks they 
have found thousands more 
since.

He said: ‘I was keeping 
track of how many they 
found for the first year and 
then I lost count there were 
so many. My wife, Pat, took 
them a walk around the 
course recently and they 
came back with 40 from just 
one walk.

‘I have no idea how much 
money has been raised from 
recycling the balls because it 
all goes in with the kitchen 
fund, but I think it must be a 
reasonable amount.’ 

The spaniel sisters have 
been so eager in their bid to 
collect the golf balls, their 
owners have had to train 
them not to steal them from 
the course during games.

Colin said: ‘We’re training 
them so they know only to 
take them from the rough 
and they’re getting good 
now. 

‘They’re quite famous 
around the club and the 
village for running around 
collecting the balls.’ 

Spean spaniels 
are on the ball 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Across
7 Hindu festival of lights (6)
8 Extremely small being (6)
9 Watered-down (4)
10 Uncalled for (8)
11 Loving word to call the dog? (3,4)
13 Hard to pin down (5)
15 Spacious (5)
17 Cause to rot (7)
20 A cloth tissue (8)
21 Stain (4)
23 Established procedure (6)
24 Shoddy (6)

Down
1 In the forefront (8)
2 Rwandan people (5)
4 Scottish affirmative (3)
5 Where one would clothe oneself (8,4)
6 Microorganisms in the use of degrading 

oils (shortened) (7)
7 Abandon the potting one? (4)
8 Done deal (4,8)
12 Increase a bill (3-2)
13 Animal leader? (8)
15 Do not attend when meant to (4,3)
19 Contains the largest muscle in the human 

body (5)
20 Bowl over (4)
22 None (3)

Tea room cash boosts 
St Conan’s coff ers
Sir,
Through your columns I would like 
to thank everyone who helped and 
supported our St Conan’s Kirk Tea 
Room fundraising venture once 
again.  

It has been very successful, howev-
er, we failed to reach last year’s dizzy 
heights. 

This was mainly as a result of work 
being carried out by Scottish Power 
on the main road over the last four 
weeks.  

Despite this setback, we have raised 
in excess of £9,000 so again thanks to 
everyone.

David McLeod, Corries, Loch Awe.

Get rail station back 
on track near Faslane 

Sir,
I’m wondering if, when George 
Osborne announced recently that 
his government was securing 6,700 
jobs and creating thousands more 
in the near future at Faslane, would 
the government re-open Shandon 

’S MATH AN SGÀTHAN sùil 
caraid! 

Seanfhacal glic agus ‘s docha fìrinn 
ris am bheil dùthchannan na Roinn 
Eòrpa uile a’ coinneachadh aig an 
àm seo agus iad a’ faicinn nan ceu-
dan mhìltean de dh’fhògarraich a’ 
sireadh comraich. 

Cò nach do dh’fhairich bròn a’ 
sealltainn air dealbh leanaibh trì bli-
adhna a dh’aois a chaidh a bhàthadh 
cuide ri a mhàthair is a bhràthair?  
Far am bheil eaconamaidh mòran 
de dhùthchannan na Roinn Eòrpa 
fhathast a’ fulang buaidh  thrio-
blaidean ionmhais an t-saoghail, ‘s e 
dùbhlan uabhasach a th’ aig riaghal-
tasan fa leth co-dhùnadh co mheud 
fògarrach a thèid aca air a ghabhail. 

Ach tha spiorad carthannais ag 
innse dhuinn, mar a bha ‘cuid a 
choigrich’ anns an t-seann dualchas 
Gàidhealach, gur còir beatha agus 
maith co-chreutair tighinn air toise-
ach air a h-uile dad!

Tha Alba moiteil às an ìomhaigh a 
th’ aig an dùthaich airson aoigheachd 
agus tha gnìomhachas turasachd air 
leth cudromach dhuinn air Ghàid-
healtachd cuideachd. Saoilidh mi 
gur e deagh chomhairle a bhiodh 

ann dhan fheadhainn a tha an sàs 
anns a’ ghnìomhachas cuairt bheag 
a ghabhail an-dràsta ‘s a-rithist 
feuch am faiceadh iad cùisean tro 
shùilean luchd-turais. Ged nach 
eil mise a’ siubhal uimhir ’s a bha, 
tha mi a’ dèanamh chuairtean bho 
àm gu àm agus bidh e a’ cur annas 
orm cho measgaichte ‘s a tha an ìre 
aoigheachd ris an coinnich neach-si-
ubhail. 

Anns a’ mhòr-chuid tha fàilte 
bhlàth agus deagh sheirbheis ga 
thabhann agus chan eil teagamh 
nach eil teisteanas na dùthcha a 
thaobh aoigheachd ga dhearbhadh. 

Ach gu mì-fhortanach tha fhathast 
corra àite air an tig thu far nach eil 
an coibhneas sin a’ feitheamh ort, 
agus gu dearbh cha b’ iongnadh ged 
a bhiodh tu a’ faighneachd carson a 
tha daoine an sàs ann an aoigheachd 
mura tèid aca air a bhith aoigheil! 

Theagamh gur e an rud as draghaile 
mun seo gum bheil e a’ tachairt ann 
an cuid de thaighean-òsta mòra, 
spaideil nam beachd fhèin, far am 
bheil prìsean aig ìre a tha a’ geall-
tainn am frithealadh as fheàrr ach 
far nach eil an gnìomh idir a rèir sin. 

Bha mi ann an àite mar sin bho 

chionn ghoirid agus air m’ onair 
bha mi air mo nàrachadh leis an 
dòigh san robh fear den fheadhainn 
leis an robh an t-àite a’ bruidhinn ri 
luchd-turais Ameireaganach a bha a’ 
fuireach aige. 

Seadh, bu mhath a b’ fhiach dhan 
fheadhainn a tha a’ lìbhrigeadh 
aoigheachd sùil a ghabhail ann an 
sgàthan a’ ghnìomhachais an-dràsta 
‘s a-rithist!

AS EUROPE addresses the chal-
lenge of absorbing hundreds of 
thousands of desperate refugees, 
every country needs to recognise 
that humanity must transcend eco-
nomics.

Scotland is rightly proud of its rep-
utation for hospitality and tourism is 
critical to our economy. 

However, some members of our 
hospitality sector fall short of the 
service which visitors are entitled to 
expect and which tariffs promise. 

Perhaps industry members should 
become tourists occasionally so they 
can experience Highland hospitality 
as visitors do.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk 

Busy weekend ahead
THIS coming weekend in Glasgow is 
giving me a bit of a headache. 

Such is the multitude of incredible 
events, I am at a complete loss as to 
how to spend my Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

Saturday night is the real headache. 
Seasaidh Lexy - Gaelic’s very own 
hilarious drag queen - is in the 
Mitchell Theatre; while Iain Costello 
MacIver is performing for Ceòl’s 
Craic’s annual Oidhche Americana 
in the Centre for Contemporary 
Arts. 

Costello is a legend of the Gaelic 
music world, but Calum Mackinnon 
doing Seasaidh Lexy is a legend of 
the Gaelic comedy world. 

There is also the option of going 
through to Edinburgh to hear the 
Lewis Psalm Singers in concert. I 
think, for many, what to attend will 
have to be decided on the flip of a 
coin. 

The weekend starts early with 
the always enjoyable Comunn an 
Taobh an Iar opening ceilidh in 
the Ellangowan Social Club in 
Milngavie.

Then, on Friday night, the Donald 
Black Band is live in concert in the 
piping centre, Otago Street. 

I wrote last week about Donald 
wishing me to describe him as a 
young Elvis look-alike. 

He told me this week that, having 
read my article, he now wants to 
drive everywhere in a pink cadillac. 
It seems West Highland moothie 
players are a unique breed of 
celebrity. 

Also that night is the Glasgow 

Enjoying a dram after a successful day’s shooting at Glenkinglas, Argyll, submitted by Iain Thornber of Morvern. Digital 
versions of fl ashback photos for the Oban Times can be sent to ‘editor@obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, 
the Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped-addressed 
envelope.   

Lewis and Harris ceilidh in the 
Crawford Hall. Decisions, decisions. 

The amount of great events this 
weekend is proof of the existence of 
Glasgow’s buzzing Gaelic and music 
scene.

Choir quiz night

I HEAR Govan Gaelic Choir’s quiz 
night was great fun. 

The choir, in particular, thanks 
Eila Handyside for making up the 
wide range of question papers. 

The winners were ‘Na Tiriosdaich’ 
with Mairi MacArthur at the 
helm and the runners-up were ‘The 
Soothsiders’ with Stewart Moir as 
leader egging his team on. 

The choir would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to an 
enjoyable, successful event. 

Clydebank ceilidh

THE FIRST Clydebank ceilidh of 
the new session was a great success 
on Friday night. 

Sheena Walker, Gordon McKeeve 
and Norman MacKinnon all gave 
Gaelic songs; Ann Hepburn sang 
in Scots; Fiona Johnston played 
the accordion; Ian MacPhee was 
the piper; Gordon Kinniburgh the 
accompanist and  Neil  Murray was 
in the chair. 

There were healthy numbers in 
attendance and everyone enjoyed 
the night. 

Condolences were extended to the 
families of three of the association’s 
members who had passed away since 
last session - Morag Black, Kate 
Campbell and Calum Lamont.

What’s on
Thursday September 17: Comunn 
an Taobh an Iar opening ceilidh, 
Ellangowan Social Club, Milngavie.
Friday September 18: Donald Black 
Band, Piping Centre, Otago Street. 
Friday September 18: Comunn 
Leòdhais agus na Hearadh 
Ghlaschu (Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association) ceilidh, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Saturday September 19: Gaol ’s Gaire 
(Love and Laughter) - Seasaidh 
Lexy, Mitchell Theatre, 7.30pm.
Saturday September 19: Ceòl ’s Craic 
Oidhche Americana 2015, Centre 
for Contemporary Arts, 7.30pm.
Saturday September 19: Gaelic 
Psalm’s Insight Day and The 
Lewis Psalm Singers in concert, 
Greyfriars Kirk, Edinburgh.
Thursday September 24: 
Coinnich ri Ughdar (Meet the 
Author), Gaelic Books Council, 
Mansfield Street, Glasgow. 
Saturday October 3: East Ayrshire 
Gaelic Forum Gaelic conversation 
day, Shortlees Community Centre, 
Glasgow.  Glasgow Skye Association 
race/curry night, West of Scotland 
Cricket Club.

Pub Scene 

Park Bar: Thursday September 
17: Session. Friday September 18: 
Scott Harvey. Saturday September 
19: Ho-ro. Sunday September 
20 : Martainn Skene. Islay Inn:
Friday September 18: Crooked Reel.
Saturday September 19: Twist of Fate.
Wednesday September 23: quiz 
night.

Letters

train station? Every day there are 
hundreds of vehicles travelling the 
A814 road to and from Faslane and 
at peak times the road can hardly 
cope at Rhu.

The train station would mean a 
five minute walk to the base. If the 
government can afford to spend £500 
million on Faslane, surely infrastruc-
ture for public transport should be 
created as well.

Margaret Macdonald, Laigh 
Balernock Farm, Shandon.

Challenge ahead to 
meet homes demand

Sir,
The latest housing statistics for 
Scotland show encouraging signs of 
recovery in the number of new homes 
being completed over the last finan-
cial year, including a record number 
delivered by local authorities. 

The Scottish Government has also 
committed itself to surpass its target 
of delivering 30,000 affordable 
homes over the current term of the 
Scottish Parliament, which is hugely 
welcome. 

At the same time, the number 
of new homes being completed by 

housing associations is 45 per cent 
lower than it was in 2009-10 when 
completions by that sector reached a 
peak of more than 5,500 units.

Overall, we are building 9,500 
fewer homes per year than we were 
prior to the recession. 

In the lead-up to next year’s Holy-
rood elections, we look forward to a 
stimulating debate with all parties 
about how we can deliver many more 
new homes to meet growing demand 
in Scotland in the years ahead, while 
recognising the considerable finan-
cial constraints we currently face.
Ashley Campbell, Policy and Prac-

Housing in Scotland, Edinburgh.

Information sought 
on fi shing tackle

Sir,
I would like to ask readers for their 
help.

I am looking for any information 
related to fishing tackle pre 1960, in-
cluding makers, shops, yarns, photos 
and the tackle you used. Any help 
would be most welcome.

combe, East Sussex, BN8 5BE. 

Rhoda Grant has a point when she asks why 
people from the Highlands and islands are 
penalised because of their rural postcode.

The Holyrood politician has in mind the extra two 
pence a unit Highland and island householders pay for 
their electricity in comparison with people from the 
more populated parts of the country.

This, she argues, is a major factor in why Highlands 
and islands households are blighted by the worst levels 
of fuel poverty in Scotland. The Western Isles suffers 

more than any other part with fuel poverty at 62 per 
cent; 50 per cent of Highland homes are affected, while 
Argyll and Bute is not far behind at 43 per cent. 

The MSP has described these statistics as ‘eye-water-
ing’, while the energy companies blame geographical 
and logistical difficulties in delivering power to rural 
communities. She is now calling for immediate action 
from the Holyrood and Westminster governments to 
pull the  plug on this unfair pricing disparity. 

More power to her elbow. 
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A LOCHABER man suffering 
from motor neurone disease 
(MND) has been re-housed in 
a bungalow after spending a 
year as a ‘prisoner’ in his own 
home. 

James McAleer, was confined 
to the ground floor of his house 
in Caol after he became unable 
to climb his stairs and had to 
sleep in a recliner chair in his 
living room. 

The former mixed martial 
arts and mountain bike 
enthusiast struggled to come 
to terms with being confined 
to a wheelchair just a year 
after being diagnosed with 
MND and matters were made 
worse when he was housed in 

A FORT William gala day is set to 
be bigger and better next summer as 
plans are already under way for the 
July event in Caol.

Caol community council will form 
and support a new sub-committee, 
specifically for the gala. 

The move comes in the lead-up 
to community council re-elections 
in November and will safeguard 
the forward planning of next year’s 
event.

Caol community council chairman 
John Gillespie said: ‘The communi-
ty council could provide the initial 
£2,500 annually and then it would 
be up to the committee to host fund-
raising events to accumulate the rest 
of the cash.’

The proposal was agreed at the 
community council’s meeting last 

week to ensure the gala, which was 
revived this year after a ten-year 
absence, can still go ahead if current 
members are replaced in the elec-
tions.

John also encouraged more people 
to join the community council and 
sub-committee. 

He said: ‘We would not turn any-
one down. The more members the 
better for us and the community. 
People would only have to dedicate 
a few hours each week to make a 
difference.’

Dot Ferguson, Lochaber ward 
manager for Highland council, also 
praised the hard work of the group 
at the meeting. She said: ‘This com-
munity council has brought a fresh 
dynamic to community councils in 
Lochaber.’

PUPILS are appealing for 
public support in a bid to raise 
money for a trip of a lifetime to 
Malaysia.

Senior pupils of Ardnamur-
chan high school are going to 
the country as part of World 
Challenge Malaysia, a project 
that will see them embrace 
independence and help others 
during their visit.

Twelve high school pupils 
aged 15-17 from Ardnamur-
chan and Mallaig high schools 
will fund the two week trip 
and take responsibility for the 
planning and financial budget-
ing of the trip.

They each have to raise 
£2,500 for their visit, sched-
uled for June, where they will 
trek the Cameron Highlands 
rainforest and support a com-
munity project.

Charlie Pleming, 17, has just 
£500 left to raise. She said: ‘It 
is going to be a very different 
experience for us. The sense 
of achievement from the fund-
raising alone is really good for 
us. Caitlin Borwick - who is 

FORT William’s highest 
achieving army cadet bid a 
farewell to his colleagues as 
he leaves for university.

The Cadet Company’s ser-
geant major Oskar Wineberg, 
18, of the 1st Battalion of the 
Highlanders leaves the battal-
ion having completed his time 
as a cadet in the Army Cadet 
Force (ACF).

Oskar joined in May 2010 
and has sailed through 
training and management to 
complete his master cadet 
award in March this year - the 
highest possible achievement 
for a cadet.

Oskar has also completed 
all three levels of the Duke of 
Edinburgh award and was pre-
sented with his gold award at 
Holyrood House back in July. 

He has also completed the 
cadet leadership course and 
was honoured to be given the 
role of last year’s Lord Lieu-
tenant’s cadet of Lochaber.

The former Lochaber high 
school pupil’s next challenge  
is at the University of Dundee 
where he will study to become 
a doctor.

A NEWLY appointed convenor 
will take the concerns of young 
people to Highland council in her 
latest role. 

Kat Bateson has taken up the 
full-time position of Highland 
youth convenor this month and will 
represent youngsters region-wide 
until August 2016.

As youth convenor with High Life 
Highland, Kat, based in Inverness, 
will provide a consistent link for 
elected members and senior offi-
cials of Highland council.

Kat will work closely with second-
ary schools across the region and 
will act as the sounding board for 
local youth issues.

As the ninth Highland youth 
convenor Kat takes over from 
Shaun Finlayson. She said: ‘I am 
delighted to have been chosen as 
the new youth convenor and I look 
forward to continuing Shaun’s good 

work and putting forward my own 
perspective for improving the lives 
of young people in the Highlands.’

Leader of  Highland council, 
Councillor Margaret Davidson 
said: ‘The youth convenor post 
is unique in Scotland and is part 
of our commitment to better 
understand and engage with issues 
important to Highland’s young peo-
ple. Kat takes over this important 
role at an exciting time as 16 and 17 
year olds can now vote at Scottish 
elections, including local govern-
ment elections and the up-coming 
community council elections. It’s 
very important young voices are 
heard and to make sure their fresh 
ideas and different opinions are 
well represented. I am sure Kat will 
enjoy the challenges and will be 
able to use her skills in the role and 
I look forward to working with her 
over the coming year.’

KYLE lifeboat was called 
to assist a creel boat in the 
Kylerhea narrows last week.

The Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI 
volunteers attended the 
scene at 10am on Tuesday 
(September 8) to rescue the 
vessel, Helen Bruce, which 
had a gearbox failure and lost 
propulsion. A ferry, headed 
to Skye from Glenelg, had the 
boat under tow when the crew 
arrived. The lifeboat then took 
over the tow and took the boat 
back to Kyleakin pontoons. 

ACCESS to the internet is to 
be improved thanks to a new 
Highland council project.

The local authority has 
pledged £90,000 and teamed 
up with the Big Lottery Fund 
and participation charity 
Citizens Online to identify 
and tackle ‘digital inclusion’ 
problems in the region. 

It is hoped training and 
support can be given to help 
people who don’t know how 
to use the internet become 
more employable, as well 
as helping people see the 
benefi ts of being online. 

Bill Fernie, chairman of 
Highland council’s resources 
committee, said: ‘With 
more and more services 
being made available 
online it is important we 
ensure everyone can access 
and make use of all that is 
available digitally.’

A RESCUE training event ex-
posing firefighters to potentially 
life-threatening risks has been 
held in Lochaber.  

The pre-arranged exercise at 
Corpach Boat Builders in Fort 
William involved a ‘casualty’ 
trapped in a confined space on 
board a CalMac vessel last Tues-
day (September 8). 

Lochaber employees of Scottish 
Fire and Rescue joined forces 
with the Scottish Ambulance 
Service, CalMac and managers 
from the boat builders to under-
stand potential risks. 

Pat McElhinney, Lochaber 
group manager, said: ‘It’s really 
important our fire crews un-
derstand and plan for potential 
incidents in the future. 

‘I would like to thank everyone 
who helped run the event and 
everyone who attended.’ 

FORMER Fort William 
doctor and Highland coun-
cil leader, Michael Foxley, 
is the new chairman of 
the Highland and Islands 
Forestry Forum. 

Dr Foxley, a crofter and 
long-time campaigner for 
the use of local timber, will 
lead the forum in advising 
Forestry Commission Scot-
land on policy and practice 
in the region. He said: ‘I 
look forward to working 
with commission staff and 

the forum to ensure local 
communities, businesses 
and conservation interests 
can all contribute to the 
benefits, health and vitality 
of forests in the area.’ 

As well as this new role, 
Dr Foxley is a board mem-
ber of the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service, the 
Highland Health Board, 
the University of the 
Highlands and Islands and 
a member of the Scottish 
Wildfire Forum.

TIMESLINE

Online training 
boost for region

NEW HOME: motor neurone disease suff erer, James McAleer, 
centre, has been housed in a bungalow, after months of sleeping 

in a chair. He was helped by Lochaber politicians, Dave Thompson 
MSP, left, and Ian Blackford MP

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

New home joy for MND sufferer 
a ‘grossly unsuitable’ property. 

He said: ‘About a year and 
a half ago I started dropping 
things, then I started to trip 
and fall over for no reason. 
My partner begged me to see 
my doctor. I was not prepared 
for what was to follow. There is 
no one test that can tell you if 
you have MND. It is a battery 
of tests to rule out other 
conditions till you’re left with 
MND. In a year I have gone 
from being an active man to 
being confined to a wheelchair. 
I can no longer walk,  I struggle 
to talk,  I can no longer eat by 
myself, I can no longer wash by 
myself.  

‘I have been a prisoner 
downstairs in my own home for 
seven months and had to sleep 
on a recliner chair.’ 

After contacting his local 
MSP, Dave Thompson, 
and MP, Ian Blackford, in 
February, the pair campaigned 
on behalf of Mr McAleer, who 
has now been housed in a more 
suitable bungalow in Banavie. 

Mr McAleer was also having 
problems receiving benefits, 
which has now been sorted.

Mr Thompson, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: 
‘As someone suffering from 
the debilitating motor neurone 
disease, he was not only 
housed in grossly unsuitable 
circumstances, but the 
problems he was encountering 
with the Department for 
Work and Pensions was 
compounding his despair. 

‘After my office took up the 
case on behalf of James, with 
the help of Ian Blackford 
and Highland council, I am 
delighted to report he has 
recently been relocated in a 
socially rented bungalow in 
Banavie, which is far more 
suitable to his specific needs.’

RNLI volunteers 
rescue creel boat

GOOD WISHES: as a parting 
gift, Oskar received a toy 
doctor’s set, a card and a 

cake from Fort William 
detachment commander, 

Regimental Sergeant Major 
Instructor James Standen, 

and his fellow cadets

ON THEIR TRAVELS: Emma Cameron,  Kate McLean, Andrew Jackson, Charlie Pleming, Annie 
MacDonald and Caitlin Borwick

also taking part - and I walked 
19 miles from Kilchoan to 
Salen to raise money for the 
trip.’

Pupils have hosted sales 
and sold books, home baking, 
woodwork and even raffled 
off a signed football shirt. The 
teenagers have yet to choose a 
community project to work on 
while they are in Malaysia, but 
say it will be an orphanage or a 
school. The trip will be led by 
a member of the school staff 
team from each high school. 

Kate Rough, geography 
teacher and faculty principal 
of Ardnamurchan, said: ‘This 
is about setting personal goals 
and achieving them. The kids 
will have control over how 
they spend their money when 
they get there and have been 
researching food and costs.’

The challenge is part of the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
programme, in which all the 
pupils have taken part.

For more information or how 
to donate, contact the school 
on 01397 700105.

Pupils up for the challenge appeal for support

Drink driver hit car 
carrying children

PLANNING: Lochaber fi refi ghters attended a rescue 
training event on board a boat

NEW ROLE: from left: councillor Margaret Davidson with Shaun Finlayson, Highland council 
convenor Isobel McCallum and new youth convenor Kat Bateson

Kat ready to make sure young voices are heard 

Top cadet 
moves on

I have been 
a prisoner 
downstairs 
in my own 
home ”

James McAleer

New group gears up 
for next year’s gala   

On board for 
boat training

New man at helm of forest forum

A CORPACH woman has been 
ordered to carry out 200 hours 
of unpaid work in the community 
for falsely claiming more than 
£15,000 in benefits.  

Megan Dunlop, of Lady Marga-
ret Drive, was receiving housing 
benefit, council tax benefit and 
income support as a sole tenant 
in the Fort William village while 
her partner, who worked full time, 
was living at the same address, 
Fort William sheriff court heard 

on Tuesday September 15. At a 
hearing earlier this month, the 
22-year-old admitted failing to 
disclose relevant information to 
Highland council and the De-
partment for Work and Pensions 
between April 2012 and March 
2014. During the two-year period, 
Dunlop pocketed £8,088.18 in 
housing benefit and council tax 
benefit, as well as £7,115.79 in 
income support.

Defending solicitor Hamish 

Melrose said his client thought 
she was entitled to the money 
because her partner worked away 
from home during the week.

At sentencing, which had been 
deferred until Tuesday for back-
ground reports, sheriff Richard 
Davidson said: ‘You can’t have not 
known that you had a partner who 
was working. This can’t have been 
anything other than deliberate so 
let’s not have any more nonsense 
about that.’ 

A DRINK driver who crashed 
into a car carrying two young 
children was ‘fortunate’ not to 
have injured or killed them, a 
court has heard. 

Mary MacDonald of Fort 
William was six and a half times 
over the drink drive limit when 
she collided with a car stopped 
at traffi  c lights in Spean Bridge 
on the afternoon of July 27. 

At Fort William sheriff  court 
on Tuesday, the 42-year-old, 
who gave her address as care 
of a guest house in the town, 
pleaded guilty to driving with 
145 microgrammes of alcohol 
in 100 millilitres of breath and 
driving without due care and 
attention. 

Sheriff  Richard Davidson 
deferred sentencing until Octo-
ber 13 for background reports. 
He said: ‘Not only was this drink 
driving, but two young children 
were involved. Fortunately it 
was a low speed collision so 
they weren’t injured, or worse, 
killed, but next time you might 
not be so fortunate.’  
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Strath of Appin primary school welcomed six pupils this year Three little ones started at Elgol primary, Skye, this year

Primary one pupils at Lochnell primary school, Benderloch Kilchoan’s primary ones spent their fi rst day colouring in

Primary ones from Banavie primary enjoyed their gym classPrimary one pupils at Achaleven primary school, Connel

Primary one pupils at Bowmore primary school, Islay Maria Stewart, Alasdair Talbot and Rachel Taylor make up Kyle’s primary one class 
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Bunessan primary school received three pupils this year. Eve Cockburn, Roy Bridge said her favourite part of her 
school day is getting dressed in her uniform in the morning

Primary one pupils at Kilninver primary school Spean Bridge primary school welcomed 19 pupils

Gaelic pupils at Salen primary school, Mull The chatty boys and girls of Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar (Lochaber Gaelic Primary School) are fi tting right in

Tobermory primary school welcomed pupils this year Youngsters are enjoying their fi rst year of school at the new Lundavra primary school

Primary ones of Inverlochy primary school
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> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

Advertise in the
Community
Noticeboard

for just £16.21
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

APPIN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

The Lismore Graveslab 
Project:
Bob Hay

Saturday 19 September
Port Appin Hall 2.30pm

All welcome!
www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk 

Monday 
21st September 

Scottish Country 
Dancing

Church of Scotland 
Centre 
8pm

Beginners welcome

A WELL-known Lochaber 
and Argyll musician felt 
honoured when he found 
himself in the middle of a 
blockbuster fi lm production 
after he was head-hunted 
for the part.

Fergie Macdonald, 78, of 
Acharacle was approached 
by London producers 
when they were seeking a 
musician to play traditional 
Scottish music in the remake 
of the 1949 hit, Whisky 
Galore.

Fergie said: ‘I got a phone 
call about a month ago from 
a woman and she explained 
that they had looked at 
musicians around Scotland 
and asked if I was interested 
in doing a blockbuster 
fi lm, the remake of Whisky 
Galore.

‘I then spoke to one of the 
production managers who 
said I was whittled down 
from a long list of musicians 
and they really wanted me 
to play a part in the fi lm. 

‘I couldn’t believe it. Of 
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Fergie with his accordion 16_f38fergie01

THE results of Ardbeg’s pioneering space 
mission in which the distillery became 
the fi rst ever to send spirit into orbit, 
have far-reaching implications for the 
unorthodox single malt – and perhaps for 
the entire whisky industry, experts say.  

Nearly four years ago, Ardbeg distillate 
was sent into space as part of an 
experiment to investigate how micro-
gravity (near zero gravity) would aff ect 
the behaviour of terpenes, the building 
blocks of fl avour for many foods and 
wines as well as whisky spirits. 

This maturation experiment was 
undertaken as research into terpenes in 
micro-gravity was limited, and its fi ndings 
are groundbreaking. 

They pave the way for unprecedented 
fl avour profi les, particularly for Ardbeg, 
the world’s peatiest, smokiest, Islay single 
malt scotch whisky.

The experiment began in October 2011, 
when vials containing Ardbeg new-make 
spirit distillate and shards of Ardbeg 
casks, were sent to the U.S. National Lab 
on the International Space Station by the 
distillery’s partner, U.S. space research 
company NanoRacks LLC. Some 200 miles 
above Earth, the vials orbited the planet 
at 17,227 miles per hour, for almost three 
years. 

Following their return to earth, the 
samples were analysed alongside 
control samples that had been kept at 
the Ardbeg distillery by Dr Bill Lumsden, 
Ardbeg’s Director of Distilling and Whisky 
Creation, independent whisky experts 
and scientists.  

In three of the four stages of analysis, 
major diff erences were identifi ed 
between the two sets of samples. 

Dr Lumsden said: ‘The space samples 
were noticeably diff erent. When I nosed 
and tasted the space samples, it became 
clear that much more of Ardbeg’s smoky, 
phenolic character shone through – to 
reveal a diff erent set of smoky fl avours 
which I have not encountered here on 
earth before.’ 

Dr Bill added: ‘Ardbeg already has a 
complex character, but the results of our 
experiment show that there is potentially 
even more complexity that we can 
uncover, to reveal a diff erent side to the 
whisky.’

Further analysis, looking at ratios 
of diff erent types of wood extractive 
compounds, found signifi cant diff erences 
between the two sets of samples – 
demonstrating that gravity has a very real 
eff ect on the maturation of spirit. 

Dr Lumsden added: ‘Our fi ndings may 
also one day have signifi cant implications 
for the whisky industry as a whole. In 
the future, the altered range of wood 
extractions could lead scientists to be 
able to detail the ratios of compounds 
expected in whiskies of a certain age.’

Jeff rey Manber, CEO of NanoRacks 
who partnered with Ardbeg on this 
experiment, commented: ‘It’s hard to fi nd 
companies willing to be pioneers. 

‘To have a partner like Ardbeg willing 
to make this sort of commitment augurs 
well for the future of commercial space 
research into fl avourings and what 
it changes for consumer products in 
general.’

Ardbeg would like to thank NASA and 
the Space Station Program for allowing 
this experiment to be undertaken.

 

Spirit that tastes 
out of this world

SUPERNOVA: Ardbeg Supernova 2015 
contains the most highly-peated Ardbeg, 
providing an intensity reminiscent of the 

exploding star after which it is named. 

A FIRST time writer has written 
the ‘bloodthirsty’ true story of a 
gang of outlaws who roamed the 
hills around Oban and Nether 
Lorn.

Before it is even printed, people 
seem very keen to get their hands 
on Ane Compact of Villainy by 
Kilmore woman, Lindsay Camp-
bell.

Lindsay, who has been research-
ing and tramping the hills around 
Scammadale, Dalavich, Appin and 
all places in between, said the story 
is just one of many that she would 
like to tell.

But what makes the story of 
outlaws and their eventual death 
by hanging at Inveraray even more 
unbelievable is that it is entirely 
true and comes from historical 
annals from both Edinburgh and 
Lochgilphead.

Lindsay said: ‘These men were 
living in Scammadale and the 
Nether Lorn area for 13-14 years 
but worked throughout the entire 
area.

‘They 
were led by Lachie Camp-
bell, and may have had some 
connections to the Campbells of 
Bragleenmore. 

‘They stole money, coins, fishing 

nets, salmon
guns, ammun
I doubt if the
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Bloodthirsty story of 

THE John Byrne national 
drawing competition 
returns for a second year, 
following a very successful 
launch in 2014 where 3000 
entries were received from 
schools across Scotland,

The competition, 
sponsored by the 
renowned artist and 
playwright, in partnership 
with Education Scotland, 
launched at the beginning 
of the month.

It is open to children 
and young people from 

primary four to secondary 
three to submit a drawing.

The winning artwork will 
be chosen by John along 
with a selection panel of 
judges who will decide 
upon three winners and 
30 runners-up, whose 
winning pieces will be 
displayed as part of a 
special showcase at the 
museum in the artist’s 
hometown of Paisley.

John said: ‘We launched 
the competition to inspire 
children and young people 

and encourage them to 
draw more.’ 

Running at the same 
time as the competition, 
Paisley Museum and 
Art Gallery is hosting 
a number of creative 
drawing workshops, open 
to schools, which will 
take place throughout 
the autumn term with 
workshops available on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
until Christmas 2015. 

Details can be found on 
the website. 

National drawing competition 
set to illustrate talent of young artists

THE SUN was shining last Thursday 
as the award-winning Oban high 
school pipe band and a group of 
Highland dancers performed at 
McCaig’s tower.

The event was organised by Oban 
and Lorn Lions club and was watched 
by a large crowd.

The pipe band played a variety 
of songs from the group’s set list 
from 7pm until 8pm, taking breaks 
in between to allow the Highland 
dancers to take centre stage.

The Oban and Lorn Lions Club try 
to organise a performance night every 
month during the summer, but due to 
the dark nights making a return, this 
was the last one until next year.

Bill Coutts, president of Oban and 
Lorn Lions Club, said: ‘The evening 
was very good as usual.

‘Those youngsters are unbelievable 
and they draw in a crowd.

‘The support from them has been 
excellent.’

HIGH FLYING: Two Highland dancers ge
ground during a routine. 15_t37pipeba

A towering back-drop for pipers, d

Pre-Mod Ceilidh
Thursday 24th September

Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 7pm
Come and hear local pipers, singers and choirs
perform their pieces for the Royal National Mod.

Oban High School.      Oban Gaelic Choir

The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

If you would like your business to feature in 
our weekly Food & Drink column call us on

01631 568000

This week...
Who is it? Gigha Halibut

What do they do and where can I find them?
Specialising in the artisan production of 
sustainable Scottish Atlantic Halibut.
Tel: 01700 821 226 Email: info@gighahalibut.co.uk
Web: www.gighahalibut.co.uk

Gigha Halibut are lovingly hand reared on the 
beautiful Isle of Gigha, living in our unique land based 
tank system they are kept in low numbers and fed 
an organic diet. As wild halibut is recognised as an 
endangered species, the Halibut grown on Gigha are a 
sustainable alternative to this wonderful fi sh helping to 
protect the precious wild stocks.

The quality of our Halibut is second to none and our 
Fresh and Smoked Halibut are enjoyed by chefs and 
their discerning diners all over the world, who are 
delighted that they can enjoy this wonderful fi sh with a 
clear conscience.

Smoked Gigha Halibut has just won the prestigious 
3 stars in this years Great Taste Awards as well as The 
Top 50 Foods and the Golden Fork Award for the Best 
Scottish Product. The fresh fi sh is delicious just fried in 
butter and the smoked is smoked to order and is a real 
delicacy that is just perfect for life’s special occasions.

Scott’s Smoked Gigha 
Halibut with fried oysters 

and ravigote dressing

Serves 4

Preparation Time: 20 minutes

Total Time: 45 minutes

1) For the sauce, place vinegar, olive oil, rapeseed oil, 
Dijon mustard and caster sugar into a jar and shake 
until emulsified. Pour into a bowl, add in chopped herbs, 
shallots, corichons, capers and eggs. Stir and season.

2) Pour 6cm of oil into a medium-sized heavy-bottomed 
saucepan, or use a deep fat fryer. Heat to 160°C. If 
using a saucepan, please be careful as the oil will be 
very hot. Dip the oysters into the flour, then egg, then 
breadcrumbs. Fry until golden brown. Remove with tongs 
and place onto kitchen paper to soak up excess oil. 
Season.

3) Slice the halibut. To serve, place a spoonful of the 
ravigote sauce into each oyster shell. Top with the fried 
oysters and slices of halibut. Serve with quarter of a lemon.

Ingredients:
200g smoked Gigha halibut 
16 oysters, shucked (clean the shell and retain them)
Plain flour for dusting 
1 medium sized free range egg, beaten
100g breadcrumbs 
Sunflower oil for frying
1 lemon, quartered 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

For the ravigote sauce: 
1 tbsp tarragon vinegar
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
2 tbsp extra virgin cold pressed rapeseed oil
2 tsp Dijon mustard
Pinch of caster sugar
2 medium sized free range eggs, hardboiled and 
chopped
2 shallots, finely chopped
20g cornichons, chopped
20g capers
½ small bunch flat leaf parsley, chopped
½ bunch chives, chopped
Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Recipe courtesy of David McCarthy 
(Head Chef, Scott's Restaurant, London W1K 2HE)
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please email: 

studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS
MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 

1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 

Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David Cullen, 2200 American 

Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 1200 

Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley 

Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie 

Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with 

Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone 

with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime with Campbell 

and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 

Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 Friday Night with 

Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 1330 

CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s 

Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & 

Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema, community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

18 SEPTEMBER  2015 - 24 SEPTEMBER 2015

45 YEARS (15) 
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 18:50, Sat: 19:00, Sun: 18:00

EVEREST (12A)
Fri, Sat: 16:15, Sun: 15:30,17:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:15,18:30 

EVEREST 3D (12A) 
Fri: 16:00, Sat: 20:00, Sun: 19:45, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 21:15

INSIDE OUT (U) 
Sat: 11:00,12:30, Sun: 11:30,13:20 

ME AND EARL AND THE DYING GIRL (12A)
Fri: 21:00, Sat: 17:30, 21:15, Sun: 20:10, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:00,21:00

PIXELS (12A)
Sat: 15:00,  Sun: 11:00,14:00 

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN AT 75
Fri: 19:30 

VALIANT - KIDS CLUB (U)

Sat: 10:00

COMING SOON: ROGER WATERS THE WALL (15)

01/10/2015

Roger Waters, co-founder and primary songwriter of Pink Floyd, fuses the epic and the personal 

in Roger Waters The Wall, a concert fi lm that goes well beyond the stage. Based on the 

ground-breaking concept album Roger Waters The Wall.

COMING SOON: CORIOLANUS (12A)

25/09/15

National Theatre Live will broadcast the Donmar Warehouse’s production of Coriolanus, 

Shakespeare’s searing tragedy of political manipulation and revenge, with Tom Hiddleston (The 

Avengers, War Horse (fi lm), BBC’s The Hollow Crown) in the title role.

FILM SYNOPSIS 

EVEREST – 141 MINS
A climbing expedition on Mt. Everest is devastated by a severe snow storm.

ME AND EARL AND THE DYING GIRL – 125MINS 
High schooler Greg, who spends most of his time making parodies of classic movies with his 

coworker Earl, fi nds his outlook forever altered after befriending a classmate who has just 

been diagnosed with cancer.

VALIANT (KIDS CLUB) – 73MINS
Children’s Classic. Set in 1944, Valiant is a woodland pigeon who wants to become a great 

hero someday. When he hears they are hiring recruits for the Royal Homing Pigeon Service, he 

immediately sets out for London. On the way, he meets a smelly but friendly pigeon named 

Bugsy, who joins him, mainly to get away from clients he cheated in a game of fi nd-the 

pebble, and helps him sign up for the war. Starring Ewan MacGregor.

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN AT 75 – 150MINS
BBC Radio 2’s ‘The Battle Of Britain At 75’ tells the epic story of the greatest aerial confl ict of the 

Second World War. This live cinema experience comes from Biggin Hill in south-east London, the 

most iconic of Britain’s fi ghter stations.

Presenters Dermot O’Leary, Jeremy Vine and Sophie Raworth will be joined by the BBC Concert 

Orchestra and musicians from the armed forces and guest singers as they share compelling 

stories from the battle.

Rare archive footage from the confl ict, modern day RAF personnel and a cast of actors will bring 

those stories to life as we commemorate the 75th anniversary.

A 30 minute programme - exclusive to cinemas - will include a close up tour of a Spitfi re and 

veteran fi ghter pilots recounting their memories of the Battle Of Britain.

‘The Battle Of Britain At 75’ comes from the producers of the multi-award winning ‘D-Day 70 

Years On’. By seeing this event at the cinema you will be supporting RAF service charities, with all 

profi ts donated to the Royal Air Forces Association, the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund and The 

Battle Of Britain Memorial Trust.

in next week’s
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ourse, I jumped 

at it. I did just one 
cene and played 
he accordion in 
he band along with 

fiddler, Paul Anderson.’
The legendary ceilidh 

accordionist popularised 
Scottish dance music when 
he came on to the scene in 
he 60s. 
In 2013, Fergie became 

he fi rst Highland 
artist to go to number 
one on the iTunes 
download chart with 
shinty referee’.
On his appearance in 

Whisky Galore he said: ‘I 
have done lots of television 
over the years, but this was a 
film and was a diff erent ball- 
game altogether. It was the 
most amazing experience.’

The remake was fi lmed 
on various locations 
hroughout the country and 
n studios, but the scene that 

Fergie found himself in was 
filmed in Portsoy, near Banff  
n Aberdeen.

Fergie said: 
‘When you are 
doing television 
there are about 
two or three 
cameras crews, 
but I would say 

there were about 
ten crews on the 

fi lm. 
‘It was such a big 

production, compared to 
anything g I been involved 
with before.

‘I am delighted to be a part 
of the production and it is 
an honour, at my age, to be 
asked to do this,’ he added.

Fergie is not stopping 
there as he will be playing 
sets at the Rowan Tree 
during The Royal National 
Mòd in Oban next month.
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rly Jacobites, thieves, 
rs and highwayman 

he 1680s to the 1700s, 
tion racket across 
den, famine-ravaged 
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own people and dismay 
rities. 
ntinued: ‘In the end, a 
s hero, inspired by a 
ht and bolstered by his 
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ustice. 
 this is the history 

und them, detailed 
aces, hidden tracks 

msteads, all backed by 

sound research and on-site work in 
the hills. 

‘For criminal historians, this is 
the home front of 17th century 
law-breaking at its grittiest: low-
born victims, elusive criminals 
and the early days of military law 
enforcement and trials in a rural 
town.

‘For Scottish historians, it’s the 
wide-flung plaid of early Jacobitism 
which lies behind the ‘villany’ 
and wickedness of this gang of 
‘stouthrieves’ and broken men, 
while the people they targeted, and 
from whom they sprung, battled 
against them.’ 

Ane Compact of Villany brings 
together several lines of historic 
enquiry never put together before, 
while touching on many subjects 
popular in the local history and 
criminal history genre. 

It sheds light on a turbulent and 
colourful period of Scottish history, 
closely examining the politics and 
social structure of 17th-century 
Argyll.

Argyll’s past

AN  exhibition featuring 
artists from three Europe-
an working ports will be on 
show at An Talla Solais in 
Ullapool this weekend.  

PortAble brings together 
artists from the north west 
Highlands and Islands, 
London and A Coruñ a 
in Spain who have all 
produced work exploring 
the docks, waterways and 
trade that connect the 
three busy working ports. 

The artworks all arrived 
at the Caledonian Hotel 
gallery by post this week 
from Spain. 

They previously spent 
time aboard a floating 

barge gallery in London. 
Each of the 12 artists – 

four from each location 
– have made paintings, 
photographs, prints and 
installations that pack into 
a 2m x 2m box and are 
posted from one gallery to 
the next. 

Artists from the north 
west Highlands and islands 
are Joanne B Kaar, Marian 
Leven, Ian Stephen and 
Charlotte Watters.  

Joanne's piece includes 
a fishing jacket inspired 
by her research into 
klondyking - a means of 
marketing fish such as 
herring and mackerel. 

The exhibition features four Scottish artists from 
Ullapool (Charlotte Watters), Lewis (Ian Stephen), 
Caithness (Joanne B Kaar) and Achiltibuie (Marian 

Leven).  

PortAble art

‘FINE words and 
ideals are no substitute for 
investment' is the message 
from the UNISON inquiry 
into Scotland’s libraries

UNISON, the trade 
union for Scotland’s 
library staff, has published 
a report, ‘Read It and 
Weep’, which outlines 
the experience of those 
working in Scotland’s 
libraries. 

It raises the concerns 
and difficulties of staff 
who are simultaneously 
being expected to expand 
services while being in the 
frontline of cuts. 

The report is based 
on qualitative research 
from UNISON members 
working across Scotland’s 
libraries. 

The frustration on the 
part of staff is clear. They 
are well aware that the 
services they provide are 
not as good as they could 
be and they highlight 
the impacts that cuts are 
making. 

Library services have 
been undergoing massive 
changes in recent years, yet 
staff numbers have been 
going down, buildings are 
closing and opening hours 
reduced    

Gray Allan, UNISON 
spokesperson, said ‘There 
are no shortage of people 
willing to say libraries are 
a good thing. But what 
our libraries need isn’t 
just fine words and ideals 
but proper financing and 
investment. 

‘The Scottish government 
has endorsed a national 
strategy for public libraries 
that talks of libraries 
being part of a shared civic 
ambition. 

‘There isn’t much point 
in giving every child in 
Scotland a library card if 
their local library is being 
closed or its hours have 
reduced so much it isn’t 
accessible. 

‘Staff are keen to see 
their service move forward, 
but that isn’t happening.’

AFTER several years 
of local campaigning, 
Rothesay blacksmith 
Andrew Blain Baird, who 
made the first attempted 
all-Scottish heavier than 
air powered flight on 
September 17, 1910, is to 
be honoured by a Historic 
Scotland plaque. 

Baird designed and built 
his own plane and flew it 
at Ettrick Bay on the island 
on a single occasion.   

Commemoration of the 
achievement started in 
2010 when Chris Markwell, 
who has spent most of his 
life in Canada, organised 
and funded a centenary 
commemoration which 
included a visit to the 
island by a number of small 
planes which used the 
grass airstrip at Kingarth. 

This fly-in has now 
become the centre piece 
of a two-day festival of 
events and Mr Markwell 
has also founded  a Baird 
of Bute Society, which not 
only seeks to mark the 
event, but has developed 
a series of aviation awards 
and scholarships for young 
scientists.

These include a unique 
programme which has 
allowed able and aspira-
tional young scientists in 
their final year at school 
to visit and study with 
world-leading scientists in 
Canada.    

Lord Smith of Kelvin 
recently became president 
of the society and a board 
of trustees including 
MSP Michael Russell and 
former director of the 
Glasgow School of Art 
and leading aviation artist, 
Professor Dugald Camer-
on, is also now in place.

Mr Markwell said:  ‘This 
is a great honour for the 
island and for Baird. 

‘Bute is at last receiving 
recognition by a national 
body for its place in 
Scottish aviation history 
and Andrew Blain Baird 
is now officially accepted 
as the first Scot who built 
and attempted to fly an 
aeroplane.  

‘The plaque will remind 
locals and visitors of his 
achievement but will also, 
I hope, draw the attention 
of young people and make 
them aspire to innovation, 
imagination and creativity 
which are the key ingredi-
ents for success and which 
the Baird of Bute Society 
exists to promote.’

The plaque, produced 
and provided by Historic 
Scotland, reads: ‘Andrew 
Blain Baird, Blacksmith 
and Aviation Pioneer 
1862-1951 in this drill hall 
in 1910 built an aircraft 
in which he made the first 
attempted all- Scottish 
heavier-than-air powered 
flight.’

Historic Scotland plaque honours 
an island’s aviation pioneer

YOUNG people from 
across Argyll and Bute will 
travel to Oban later this 
month to attend a pres-
tigious awards ceremony 
that will celebrate youth 
achievement.

Hundreds of nominations 
were received for this 
year's Argyll and Bute 
Youth Awards and, after 
a very difficult process, 24 
finalists have been selected. 

The winner of each 
category will be announced 
at the ceremony.

The council's Policy Lead 
for Education and Lifelong 
Learning, councillor, 
Rory Colville, said: ‘These 
awards are a wonderful 
way of raising the profile 
of our young people and 
highlighting the positive 
contributions that they 

make to our communities.
‘It is vital that the efforts 

of our young people are 
recognised and appreci-
ation is given where it's 
deserved. 

‘All who have taken up the 
challenge and participated 
should be very proud of 
themselves and their 
achievements.’

He added: ‘The council 
has gone to great lengths 
to support its young people 
and enable them to take 
advantage of all opportuni-
ties available to them. 

‘It is wonderful to see this 
is paying off and I wish all 
those involved the very best 
for the future.’

The awards ceremony 
will take place at Oban’s 
Phoenix Cinema on 
Thursday, September 24.

Prestigious awards for Argyll 
and Bute’s young people

et off  the 
nd01

DRUMMING UP A 
CROWD: The drumming 
section of the pipe band 
during a performance. 
15_t37pipeband03

WINNER: Spectator, 
Brian Lenfestey, with 
his prize lion that his 

wife won in the raffl  e. 
15_t37pipeband04

drummers and dancers

UNISON inquiry into 
Scotland’s libraries lends 
support to staff 
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DUET: Iain MacAskill and Ann Barlow  25_t38mod24

The happy choir - Taynuilt. Member Davy Paterson shares a joke with singers 25_t38mod33

Oban male Gaelic choir were in fi ne voice winning second place. 25_t38mod28

Winners Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile  25_t38mod11 Oban high school Gaelic choir  25_t38mod12

Bunessan primary school with Gaelic

Lochaline primary school gave a Oigridh Shuaineart sounded outstanding  25_t38mod7

Burach Gaelic choir - this choir comes with a health

Solo: ‘wonderful’ Natalie Livingstone, Tobermory  25_t38mod20

Kilchoan primary school choir  25_t38mod8

Mull with a hint of Lewis: Carol MacLean, soloist  25_t38mod22

Island o
COMPETITORS from all over 
Scotland made their way to 
Tobermory for one of the finest 
provincial mod competitions in 
Gaelic song and music.

Inverness, conducted by 
Ardgour singer, songwriter and 
broadcaster Mary Ann Kenne-
dy, was hugely successful - but 
the praise on the day was for 
everyone who helped to make 
the event happen.

Janet MacDonald, convenor 
of the Mull mod committee 
said: ‘I would like to thank all 
who contributed to the success 
of this year’s Mòd Ionadach na 
Dreòlluinn.  

‘We have a small, hard-work-
ing committee, who pull out 
all the stops each year to make 
sure that our Mòd is one of the 
most successful local mods in 
the country. 

‘In fact, I would go so far as to 
say the most successful Mòd in 
the country!

‘ I would like to offer my sin-
cere thanks to the committee 
again this year, for the phenom-
enal amount of work they have 
done prior to and during the 
two-day mod.  

‘Thank you to the many, many 
competitors who come from far 
and near to take part, just a few 
short weeks before the national 
mod. 

‘Many thanks also to our 
adjudicators, who had to make 
very difficult decisions in many 
competitions where the stand-
ard of Gaelic and music was 
extremely high.  

‘The Mull mod is a real 
community event, since it all 
happens on the Main Street in 
Tobermory, right in the middle 
of town, and I want particularly 
to thank all the members of 
the community who help in so 
many different ways during the 
two days of the Mòd.  

‘Most local businesses are 
only too willing to take adver-
tising space in our programme, 
sponsor a competition, or 
provide help in other ways.  

‘We are very fortunate that 
many people come forward 
to offer their services, but we 
would welcome anyone else 
who feels they could be of 
assistance in future. 

‘Mòran taing dhuibh uile! 
Seònaid.’

Stuart Jackson, traditional competition winner 25_t38mod23

Coverage from the Pr
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Southern folk from Inveraray, Kilmartin and Lochgilphead25_t38mod17 Oban Gaelic choir were in full number and fi ne voice  25_t38mod25

c conductor Janet Campbell  25_t38mod2

confi dent performance  25_t38mod6 Most of the members of Mull Gaelic choir  who came second in both ladies and mixed voice choir  25_t38mod29

Salen Gaelic choir were very expressive  25_t38mod3 A big day out for Iona primary school who gave a superb performance  25_t38mod1

h warning as they like to have a party 25_t38mod34 Mull ladies choir who took a second place  25_t38mod31

Katie MacFarlane-Cameron and Shannon MacLean  25_t38mod15

Ceitidh Smith who won the ladies prescribed medal  25_t38mod18

Linn Phipps, Isle of Lewis  25_t38mod19

Soloists from Oban high school  25_t38mod13

Georgina Durie of Salen with tutor Riona Whyte  25_t38mod21

on song
rovincial Mod on Mull
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Celebrat
ing

Scotland's 

larder is in 

the spotlight once 

again in 2015 as, in 

partnership with Scottish 

Government, VisitScotland, 

EventScotland and Think 

Local, we celebrate the 

Year of Food and Drink, 

hot on the heels of the year 

of Homecoming and the 

triumphant sporting events 

where quality Scottish 

produce took centre-stage.

The aim of the Year is to mark, highlight 
and promote Scotland's abundant, 
quality produce to our people and 
visitors, demonstrating that we are a 
destination for delicious food and drink 
and its key role in our economic growth 
and cultural development. A series of 
monthly themes which focus on the 
breadth of the Scottish food and drink 
off ering have been developed. Building 
on Scottish Food & Drink Fortnight, 
September's theme is Celebration with 
a focus on events and products that 
celebrate provenance and the produce 
on our doorstep.

There are an abundance of producers, 
retailers, caterers and wholesalers in 
the west coast area. Indeed a reason 
for celebration in itself. But don’t 
just take our word for it, sample the 
wonderful display of food and drink 
our advertisers have to off er. 

From hand reared halibut in the Isle of 
Gigha to a splendid dram at the Ben 
Nevis Distillery, or even a spectacular 
meal from award-winning chef, Craig 
Ferguson, at Tiroran House Hotel, we 
can always count on them to provide 
delicious food and drink.

For more information on the year of 
food and drink in Scotland 2015 visit:
www.foodanddrink.scot

Fyne PreservesFyne Preserves
Range of diabetic conserves and chutneys and 

unique marmalades handmade in Argyll.
Ingredients are sourced locally where possible.  

No additives and gluten free. No minimum order. 
Now taking email orders. sheila@fynepreserves.com.

For full range details contact: 01369 860752 

See our recipe on page 14



The first of a series of 
workshops run by SAC 
Consulting was held re-
cently near Fort William 
at Malcolm Cameron’s 
Strone Farm, with over 
40 farmers attending.

At the meeting Gavin 
Hill, Robert Gilchrist, 
QMS knowledge 
transfer specialist, and 
Karen Stewart, nutrition 
specialist with SAC 
Consulting, addressed 
key issues along with 
local vets. 

Karen Stewart said: 
‘Many cows in this area 
are out-wintered, and 
while the silage might 
look fine, results so far 

have shown that it can be 
low in protein, energy or 
even contaminated with 
soil due to harvesting in 
wet conditions,’.

‘It’s too late to discover 
at Christmas time that 
cows are too thin. It is 
better to supplement 
with draff or concentrate 
feeding from the start 
of the winter if silage is 
either poor quality or in 
short supply.’ 

Gavin Hill said: ‘The 
winter of 2014/2015 will 
have been expensive 
for many with cattle 
housed for seven to 
eight months and any 
surplus forage used 

up. We could be faced 
with another expensive 
winter, so farms do not 
want to be carrying pas-
sengers. Cows should be 
pregnancy diagnosed as 
soon as possible to allow 
management decisions 
to be made regarding 
any barren cows.

‘Where forage stocks 
are low, and not the 
quality targeted, careful 
calculations need to be 
undertaken to look at the 
costs of feeding store/
finishing cattle which 
will allow decisions to be 
taken regarding selling 
or keeping stock.’  

The management of 

bulls was also discussed 
and the fact that they 
will also have suffered 
from the poor weather 
this year, especially if 
they were bought at the 
spring sales, was high-
lighted.

‘Too often, well-fed 
bulls bought at a market 
are taken home and 
expected to thrive on 
a forage-based diet,’ 
explained Gavin Hill. 
‘Sudden changes in their 
nutrition can affect not 
only their weight, but 
also their temperament, 
fertility and libido.’

He recommends an 
adjustment period of 

two to three months be-
tween purchasing a bull 
and putting him out with 
cows and, in that time, 
get him used to his new 
surroundings, socialise 
him with other livestock 
and gradually change 
him from a cereal to a 
forage-based diet. 

He said: ‘A bull is 
usually a considerable 
investment for the farm-
er so it is important he 
gets the most out of him 
by slowly adjusting his 
feeding and also allow-
ing him to exercise so he 
is fit enough to work.’

The workshops are 
funded by Quality 

Meat Scotland (QMS) 
with support from the 
Scottish Government 
advisory activity.
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Farming

The future of 
hill farming 
is in your 
hands.”

John Semple
NFU Scotland Regional Board 

chairman
like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

WestCoast   PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES          PROPERTY REVIEWS         PROPERTY NEWS         LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Top floor 
furnished one 

bedroom flat in 
central Oban.
Rent £400 pcm 
+ council tax + 

electricity. No DSS, 
pets or smoking.

Tel 07920071626

Room to Let
CONNEL

En-suite with use 
of separate kitchen 

and sitting room, Sky 
TV and Wi-Fi, Off 

Road Parking, Non 
Smoker, No Pets, No 

DHSS.
Phone 0774 8808237

Littleport wins Weir trophy in big Dalmally sale and show
United Auctions held its 
annual show and sale of 
blackface wedder lambs 
on Saturday September 12, 
alongside a sale of crossbred 

lambs and feeding sheep.

Allan Bowie, NFUS President, congratulates fi rst prize winner Ian MacLarty, with UA auctioneer Peter Wood, judge Charlie Proctor and Robert MacLarty.

Two Highland 
Pony Geldings

Tel 01478 640238

Out of registered 

mares, quiet, broken for 

riding and suitable for 

carrying deer.

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

An entry of 8,876 of all classes of 
lambs sheep met with a sound trade 
from a strong force of buyers who 
travelled to Argyll from through-
out the country. Responsibility 
for judging the pens of 50-plus 
blackface wedder lambs was in the 
hands of Charlie Proctor, Mains of 
Tollo, Turriff and he decided on the 
following placings:
1, and the James Weir Memorial 
Trophy,  Messrs Maclarty, Little-

port with 75 lambs weighing 30.4 
kg which sold for £50 to the judge; 
2, Tayvallich Estate with 51 lambs 
weighing 35.9 kg selling for £53 to 
Messrs Reid, South Park House, 
Perth;  3, Mrs K Menzies, Corry-
lorn with 65 lambs weighing 33.7 
kg, which sold for £51.50 to Mr W 
Cameron, Keith.
Overall, the entire entry of lambs 
levelled out at £41.17 against £42.71 
at the corresponding sale last year.

MARKET REPORTS
Principal Lots And Prices 

Top prices per head
Ardachy, Turnault, Inerlair and 
Dunans.
Suff olk cross: 
£56.00 AchaBheinn: £55.00 – 

Blarmafoldach, Drimnin Estate 
and Baluacrach.
Texel cross: 
£66.00 – Cour Grazings: £64.00 

and £60.50 – Baligarve Croft, Lis-
more: £60.00 and £59.50 – Cour 
Grazings: £59.00 – AchaBheinn: 
£57.00 – Baligarve Croft: £55.50 
– 2 Keil Croft.
Charrolais cross:
£53.00 – 2 BonaweCroft: £48.00 
– Achuaran, Lismore: £46.00 – 2 
Bonawe Croft.
Cheviot cross: £60.50 & £59.00 
– Cairnbaan, Benderloch : 
£54.00 – Kingairloch Estate : 
£52.00 – Bonawe Home Farm : 
£51.00 – 2 Bonawe Croft : £49.50 
– Kingairloch Estate : £49.00 – 
111 Borve, Barra, Keppochan : 
£49.00, £48.50 & £46.00 -Bonawe 
Home Farm
Cross: £51.50 – High Balantyre: 
£49.00 – Brackley: £48.00 – Keil-
beg: £47.00 – AchaBheinn.
Mules: £51.00 – Achalic : £46.50 
– Glenshellach : £46.00 – Achalic 

: £45.00 – Gararron& Melfort 
Farms.

Ewes
Texel cross: £72.00 – 2 Bonawe 
Croft.
Cheviot cross: £49.00 – Boura-
chbeg : £48.00 – Bonawe Home 
Farm & 2 Bonawe Croft.
Cross: £54.00 – 2 Bonawe Croft.
Blackface: £44.00 – Cluaran Croft 
&Invernahyle.

Top prices per kilo
Blackface: 166p – Corrylorn: 165p 
– Bragleenbeg: 164p – Littleport 
and Brackley: 159p – Garrogie 
Estate: 157p – Ronnachan Farms: 
156p – Ederline Estate, Couston 
Farm and Ormsary Farmers: 155p 
– Gararron and Melfort Farms: 
154p – Achnaba, Fearnoch, 
Dunmore and Carsaig: 153p - 
Glenfeochan Estate, Ederline 
Estate Corrylorn: 152p – Carse 
Estate: 151p – Lurignish, Clachan 
Farms and Scallasaig, Colonsay: 
150p – High Carse, Acharonich, 
Glenreasdale, Fearnoch and 
High Carse. 
Suff olk cross: 171p – Blarfa-
foldach: 162p – Drumclach, 
Colonsay, Blarmafoldach and 
Barbreck: 159p – High Carse: 

153p & 150p – Dunmore &Car-
saig Estate: 149p – High Carse: 
148p – Gararron and Melfort 
Farm: 147p – Drimnin Estate: 
145p – Baluacrach and Drimnin 
Estate.

Texel cross
178p – Inerlair: 176p – Barbreck 
Farm &Ardmaleish: 167p – Bal-
liemeanoch (Lochgilphead), 
Blackmount and Brenchoille: 
166p – Brenchoille: 165p – Ed-
erline Estate: 164p – Baligarve 
Croft: 163p – Kilmalieu: 161p 
– Brackley: 160p – Knockderry: 
159p – 2 Bonawe Croft: 157p 
– Barachander and Barbreck: 
155p – Inerlair and Barachander: 
153p –Barachander: 152p – 2 Keil 
Crofts: 150p – Keppochan, Carse 
Estate and Bonawe Home Farm.
Charollais cross: 157p – Achuar-
an: 156p and 152p – 2 Bonawe 
Croft.
Cheviot cross: 176p, 175p – Kin-
gairloch Estate: 175p – Bonawe 
Home Farm: 164p – Blackmount: 
163p – Maam Farm.
Cross: 161p – High Balantyre 
Farm.
Mule : 154p – Ardachuple.

Getting it right with cattle feeding
That is the clear message to be de-
livered to farmers and crofters from 
across Scotland when they attend a 
conference in Oban on Wednesday 
September 30 and Thursday October 
1. 

With returns from hill 
farming under pres-
sure, the conference 
will be looking at the 
future of this important 
sector of Scottish agri-
culture, with farmers 
and crofters joined 
by policy makers and 
funders to explore the 
opportunities for sheep 
and cattle producers.  

The conference will 
open with a half day 
of farm visits including 
the Hill and Mountain 
Research Centre, Kirkton and Auch-
tertyre Farms near Crianlarich. The 
second day will be held at the Scottish 
Marine Institute, Dunstaffnage, 
Oban. Speakers will include Jonnie 
Hall, NFU Scotland Director of Poli-
cy, who will outline what the changes 
to Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
support mean for hill farmers.  

Speaking ahead of the event, John 
Semple, NFU Scotland Regional 

Board chairman said: ‘NFU Scotland is 
pleased to be involved in bringing this 
important national event to Oban. Hill 
farming is facing challenging times, 
with many hill farmers and crofters 
concerned what the implementation of 

the new CAP will mean 
for their businesses in 
the face of continuing 
price volatility and 
rising costs, but there 
are also opportunities. 

‘The visits and debate 
over the two days will 
highlight some of the 
challenges and give 
everyone involved 
the opportunity to 
identify a sustainable 
way forward for hill 
farming, recognising 
all the economic and 

environmental benefits that active 
hill farming can deliver. In order to 
achieve this, the process needs to be 
driven by those farmers and crofters 
whose livelihoods are dependent on 
securing a viable income from Scot-
land’s hills.’

To book your place and for further 
information please contact Lucy 
Sumsion on 01499 600154 or email 
lucy.sumsion@nfus.org.uk.

Hill farming’s future 
in the spotlight

Quarterly housing sta-
tistics for Scotland have 
been published today 
providing an update on 
new home starts and 
completions for the sec-
ond quarter of 2015 for 
the social sector and for 
the fi rst quarter of 2015 
for the private sector.

Commenting on behalf 
of the Chartered Institute 
of Housing Scotland, 
policy and practice 
offi  cer Ashley Campbell 
said: “These latest fi gures 
show encouraging signs 
of recovery in the num-
ber of new homes being 
completed, including a 
record number delivered 
by local authorities over 
the last fi nancial year. The 
Scottish Government has 
also committed itself to 
surpass its target of de-
livering 30,000 aff ordable 
homes over the current 

term of the Scottish Par-
liament, which is hugely 
welcome.

“At the same time, the 
number of new homes 
being completed by 
housing associations is 45 
per cent lower than it was 
in 2009-10 when com-
pletions by that sector 
reached a peak of more 
than 5,500 units. Overall, 
we are building 9,500 
fewer homes per year 
than we were prior to the 
recession. In the lead-up 
to next year’s Holyrood 
elections, we look 
forward to a stimulating 
debate with all parties 
about how we can deliver 
many more new homes 
to meet growing demand 
in Scotland in the years 
ahead, while recognising 
the considerable fi nancial 
constraints we currently 
face.”

CIH Scotland 
comments 
on updated 
housing 
statistics
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Advertising Sales Executive OBAN
Due to a reorganisation of the sales department and staff changes within the 
company we are looking an Advertising Sales Executive.

We offer excellent pay and real career progression and benefits including BUPA, 
holidays to 35 days (Scale), realistic targets and achievable bonus - most sales 
staff receive regular monthly bonuses.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from on-going training, first 
class support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a professional company 
that believes in rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.

If you want to be part of the progressive new sales department, please submit CV 
and covering letter to

ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

OBAN
Full and flexible part time 
positions available
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can offer you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our 
well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships and benefit 
from on-going training, first class support. 
Extensive travel across Scotland may be 
necessary. A full driving licence is essential.
Apply with C.V. and covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Special 
publication 
sales

We want to hear from 

you if you have the 

appropriate experience 

and qualifi cations:

 Journalism

 Shorthand

 Ambition and 

enthusiasm

 Talent, self motivation 

and commitment

 A full current 

driving licence

The Oban Times is inviting applications 

for a senior reporter.

As the position will be based in Oban, 

knowledge of the area would be an 

advantage.

Financial assistance for accommodation 

where relevant may be available for the 

fi rst three months.

We off er a good, competitive salary 

+ private health care 

+ enhanced pension 

+ life assurance 

+ excellent benefi ts and great working 

conditions 

Accounts & 
Administrative Assistant

A full time position has arisen in our Oban office for an Accounts 
& Administrative Assistant to provide support to our busy 

accounts department. This role will also involve administration 
and hands on support for the distribution of our various products.

Experience of working in an accounts department will be advantageous, 
as will the ability to work on your own initiative. Computer literacy and a 

careful attention to detail will be crucial in this role. 

This role will involve extensive customer care similar 
outbound contact with our customer base and a 

pleasant telephone manner will also be important.

In addition to salary, we offer group personal pension plan, 
life and medical insurance.

A full current driving licence is essential.

If you feel the above is you, please email  your CV and a 
letter of application to Alison Arden,  Wyvex Media Ltd, 

Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  
or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Scotland’s
Finest

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for a…

MARINE NET WASHING OPERATIVE
Loch Fyne
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.

We are currently recruiting for a Marine Net Washing Operative, which 
operates across Loch Fyne.

Under the direction of the Team Leader your duties will include 
cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning equipment to a 
high standard.

Previous net washing experience would be useful, but not essential as 
training will be provided. Candidates for this post will be required to 
work a continental shift pattern.

This role will involve travelling therefore a current clean driving licence 
is essential. Applicants must have good practical and problem solving 
skills, along with good standards of fitness, with the ability to pass a full 
ML5 medical.

The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around the 
World. We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
to customer service.

In return we offer a competitive salary package within a successful 
and innovative company committed to sustainability.  Where required, 
assistance with relocation will also be available.

To apply, please contact:
Angela Gibson, HR Officer
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430 angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 21st September 2015

www.scottishsalmon.com

We are currently recruiting for full and part time staff 
to join our existing team. 

We are looking for a Chef and Breakfast Chef to join our current 
longstanding kitchen team.

We also have bar/front of house positions available 
dependent upon experience. 

In return the right candidates will receive competitive rates of pay, a 

To apply for this position please send your CV and covering letter to: 
manager@ardshiel.co.uk or post to HR Manager, 

Ardshiel Hotel, Kilkerran Road, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6JL
closing date: Monday 28th September 2015

Closing date: 2 October 2015.

To apply visit our website

Relief Library Assistant (Casual)
£14,599 - £15,457 (pro rata)  Campbeltown Library Ref: CMC00069

Hours to be worked as and when required

Relief Library Assistant (Casual)
£14,599 - £15,457 (pro rata)  Oban Library Ref: CMC00084

Hours to be worked as and when required

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Scotland’s
Finest

Scotland’s Business of The 
Year is looking for…

MARINE 

Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.

In return we offer a competitive salary package within a successful 
and innovative company committed to sustainability. 

To apply, please contact:
Angela Gibson, HR Officer
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430 angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 21st September 2015

www.scottishsalmon.com

Badden Farm Nursery 
Lochgilphead 

require
BANK STAFF

Please contact 
Jennifer or Jean

01546 600072

Customer Services Assistant
Lorn
Salary £17,097 - £18,889
35 hours per week
Fixed term to 31st March 2016

Customer Services Assistant
Mid Argyll
Salary £8548 - £9444
17.5 hours per week
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
Closing Date: 
12 noon on Friday 2nd October 2015

ONLY 
£15

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 

of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, the 

new-look Scots Heritage 

magazine is an unbeatable 

read. With features on 

clans, genealogy, great 

Scots, the events which 

forged a nation, and 

a wealth of articles on 

Scottish history and 

culture, no other magazine 

is as successful at 

keeping Scots at home 

and abroad in touch with 

their heritage.

To subscribe to Scots 

Heritage call the 

subscriptions number, 

and post to the relevant 

address or visit the website 

and click on subscribe. 

It couldn’t be easier.

UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25
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public notices

Electrician 
Mid Argyll or Kintyre
Electrician required to carry out domestic 
repair & maintenance work and electrical 
periodic inspections.  Applicants must be 
qualified to Level 3, 17th edition. 

The basic week is 37.5 hours, 
Monday to Friday 08.30 to 16.30 
with a 30 minute lunch break. 
The package is £12.62 to £14.89 per hour 
depending on experience, plus overtime, 
standby allowance, 37 days paid leave, 
sick pay, health and life insurance. 
This post will be subject to a Basic 
Disclosure Scotland check.  
Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Thursday 24th September 2015

For further information about this post or 
for an informal chat please contact Phil 
Burn, Operations Manager 
on 01546 605824

For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team: 
Tel 01546 605917 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk  

REQUIRE

SITE AGENT / CHARGEHAND 
/ SUPERVISOR

FOR CONTRACTS IN THE OBAN AREA
VALID CSCS, H&S QUALIFICATIONS

& DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL
WRITTEN APPLICATIONS / C.V. TO

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Contact Steve Nicols on 07889 884 810
Or email Steve.Nicols@lochsandglens.com

Day Relief
Driver required

Mechanic Required
Time served mechanic required for 

maintenance of Commercial Vehicles 
and Trailers in our Lochgilphead depot.

Please Contact: 
Peter McKerral & Co. Ltd

Darlochan Yard, Kilkenzie, 
Campbeltown PA28 6NT

Email: petermckerral4@gmail.com
Telephone: 01586 820 258

Mobile: 07717 531 242

Peter McKerral & Co. LtdPeter McKerral & Co. Ltd

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Limited

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel. 01631 562168
Senior Care Assistant

Min qualification SVQ Level 3 in Health and Social Care.

Care Assistants

Experience an advantage but not essential 
as training will be given. 

Both positions permanent / full and part time hours
For an application form contact Manager 

Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

West Argyll Forest District (Procurement)

Whitegates, Lochgilphead Argyll PA31 8RS

The Forestry Commission is inviting tenders for 2 

forthcoming contracts :

waprocurement@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

Closing dates for submissions is 13.00pm, 

Wednesday 30th September 2015

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public body 
responsible for advising Ministers on matters relating 
to the natural heritage. The natural environment is a 
key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and quality of life. Our job is to 
conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable management and to encourage 
people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

Islay Goose Counters – 5 Posts 
Fee paid contract, Rolling Seasonal
Hourly rate £9.37 per hour 
Bowmore, Islay
(Ref: 045-371)
The purpose of these posts is to assist the Operations Offi cer responsible for the 
Islay Goose Management Scheme in monitoring the populations of geese on Islay. 
The post holders will work closely with area staff to monitor the numbers and 
positions of geese on Islay, as per SNH’s standardised methodology. These posts 
are seasonal positions on a zero hour’s contract basis. The successful candidates 
will have a fl exible approach and outlook and will have good interpersonal skills 
that contribute to collaborative/team working. The season for these posts is from 
November to April.
You must have the ability to use your initiative and work without close supervision 
and have good interpersonal skills. A fl exible approach, with good time 
management skills is essential. An understanding of goose issues on Islay are a 
must along with the ability to read maps, use optical equipment accurately and 
carry out work to a scientifi c methodology. Finally, you must have the ability to 
work outdoors in all weather.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we are 
of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply, online. 
Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date Sunday 4 October 2015.

snhjobs.co.uk

Scottish Sea Farms 

TRAINEE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST
(Scottish Operations) South Shian, Nr Oban 

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02126/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 12/01194/PPP - Site for the erection
of 2 dwellinghouses and installation of a sewage 
treatment tank and soakaway

Land South West Of Dalmara 
Kilmore Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4QT

Oban Area Office

15/02301/PP Change of use of barn to form dwellinghouse 
and installation of air source heat pump

Ardchoirc Farm Kerrera Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4SX

Oban Area Office

15/02331/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
12/02214/PP - Erection of 10 self-catering 
holiday lodges with associated access road, 
pathways and infrastructure

Isle Of Mull Hotel Java Housing 
Scheme Road Craignure Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

15/02378/PP Erection of wind turbine (26.6 metres to blade tip) Land South East Of Coll View 
Caolis Isle Of Tiree Argyll And 
Bute PA77 6TS

Tiree Area Office

15/02439/PP Alterations/extensions to dwellinghouse and
conversion of former cottage to form dwellinghouse

Ormaig The Crescent Lochdon 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA64 6AP

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

15/02449/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of bio disc 
treatment plant and formation of vehicular access 
(amended footprint location of dwellinghouse to 
planning permission reference 15/00948/PP)

Land At Former Sawmills Site 
(Plot 5) Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 
PA35 1HY

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

15/02459/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of sewage 
treatment plant and formation of vehicular 
access

Land South East Of Fasgadh Port 
Appin Appin Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02361/PPP Site for erection of dwellinghouse Former Boat Yard Shore Street
Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 

RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02379/PP Demolition of existing garage/outbuilding and 
erection of extension

Sean Sgoil The Oa Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute PA42 7AX

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

15/02394/PP Erection of extension 83 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA42 7BG

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

G J Muir
37 Tomonie, Kilmalie
0.115 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.89547

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTIONS 
ISSUED

J A Cameron
209 Acharacle, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.15 ha - Croft house site and 
garden ground 
4.85.58.86
Conditions: 3a, 4, 8

Dr J & Mrs D Overnell
The Croft, Kilmore, Kilmore 
& Kilbride
0.159 ha - Existing house site 
4.86.58164
Conditions: 3a, 4

K Oversby & Ms Tina Jordan
The Croft, Kilmore, Kilmore 
& Kilbride
0.418 ha - Existing house site 
4.86.56837
Conditions: 3a, 4, 8

Conditions

(3) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the land.
(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date 
of the Direction unless an 
application for registration of 
the making of the Direction is 
submitted before the expiry of 
that period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 
a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at 
the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT 
WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details 
below within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  
Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note 
that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body 
who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
15/02811/FUL Land 15m SE of 2 Banavie, Extend existing   
 Fort William building to form new
  holiday letting unit

15/03395/PIP Tias, Tomonie, Achdalieu Road, Proposed site for a
 Banavie, Fort William dwelling house

Time period for comments is 14 days.  Application 15/03350/LBC is 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Full time Spa and Leisure Attendant

Staff Accommodation is available 
Closing date 26.09.2015 
Email c.v to Chris@portavadie.com

HGV Class 1 drivers 
required

1 Dayshift & 1 Night shift

Contact Fraser 
on: 07787 153 187

TELFORD BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION
LIMITED

(In Liquidation)
Registered No: SC335628

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Rule 4.19 of
the Insolvency (Scotland) Rules 1986 that I,
Blair Carnegie Nimmo, 191 West George
Street, Glasgow G2 2LJ was appointed 
Liquidator of Telford Building & Construction
Limited by resolution of the first Meeting of
Creditors held on 7 September 2015. A 
Liquidation Committee was not established.  I
do not intend to summon a further meeting for
the purpose of establishing a Liquidation 
Committee unless one tenth, in value of the
creditors require it in terms of Section 142(3) of
the Insolvency Act 1986. All creditors who
have not already done so should lodge their
statement of claim with me. Any person who
requires further information should contact
Hayley Hamilton on 0141 300 5765.
Date: 7 September 2015
Blair Carnegie Nimmo, Liquidator
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

W.D. Semple
FIND US VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS

15 Dacia Sandero Laureate TCe, 5dr hatchback, black, delivery mileage .......... £8,950
64 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x4, silver, 100 miles ...................................... £14,995
64 Dacia Logan Lauréate DCi estate, black, delivery mileage ......................... £10,850
64 Dacia Duster Ambiance, DCi 4x4, Grey, 150 miles ................................... £13,750
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 15,250 miles ............. £12,950
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles ................................................................... £6,400
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles ........................................ £13,750
62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ............................ £9,450
62 Kia Picanto Auto, 5 Dr Hatchback, White, 4200 Miles ................................ £6,750
12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles....................................... £5,750
61 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2,  T/tom, 3Dr, Black, 17,350 miles ............................. £5,995
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 58,000 miles ........... £5,750
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ........................... £6,500
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles .......................... £6,500
09 Renault Clio DYN DCi 106, 3dr Blue 57,000 miles ..................................... £3,950
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles ................................................ £3,000
06 BMW 3.8 ES, 2ltr Silver ............................................................................... £5,250

COMMERCIALS

64 Renault Kangoo Van, ML19 DCi 75, 100miles ....................................£8,650+VAT
12 Renault Kangoo in White, Choice of 2 ............................................................POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles ................................£4,650+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ...............................................................£7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White ...............................................................£6,000+VAT

Saab 9-3 1.8 turbo 2002

Tel: 01852 500245 / 07810 270104

Petrol. Automatic. 54,000 
miles. MOT til end of 
October. 1 owner from 
new. Leather interior. 
Some signs of its age. 
Reasonable off ers 
considered.

£1750 o.n.o.

Porsche Boxster. 

Tel: 07775832603

Silver with red interior.1997. 
2.5ltr.  67,000 genuine miles
Comprehensive specialist 
service record.
Sports exhaust and clear 
light upgrade. Lack of use 

forces reluctant sale.

£5495 o.n.o.

Renault Kangoo Expression DCI

Tel: 01866 822408

1.5 Diesel

2006 Only 39,480 

miles

Silver colour Very 

good condition

MOT May ‘16.

£2,600

Fiat Panda 1.2 2011 (61)

Tel: 01770 302334

43,000 miles. Road Tax 

£30 FSH and recently 

serviced with 

12 months MOT.

£2800

Vauxhall Corsa 5 door hatchback 2009

Tel: 07836 346902 (Arran)

1.2 petrol,  

8 month MOT. 

47,700 miles.

£3000

Ford Fiesta 12.25cc Zetec

Tel: 01631 581269 / 07867 335854

Reg March 2012
22,600miles
Full service history
MOT to March 2016.

£5000 o.v.n.o.

Land Rover Freelander 2 GS TD4

Tel: 01586 552773

2013, 20,600 miles, 
one owner, extended 
warranty 2017, green 
metallic, black leather, 
sunroof, hitch wired for 
caravan, spoiler, privacy 
glass, immaculate.

£17,000

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 01356 250276/0754 3359961 or 
email lit1@hotmail.co.uk

Motor Homes or Camper Vans, 
any year or condition, also any type of 

touring caravan. 
Will collect and pay cash.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

Tel: 07900 668642 Andrew

Greenfi eld’s 4 x 4’s
WANTED ALL TYPES OF PICKUPS AND 4 X 4’S

Single & Dbl Cab
Any condition/ mileage considered from 

1990-2014
Wide Range of vehicles for sale

WANTED

PEUGEOT 206 1.1 STYLE

Tel 01586 550407 or 01586 551154

Silver, registered January 2004, 29,000 
miles, excellent condition, 3 door, 

1 year MOT, 4 new tyres.

£1,750

BMW120d sport

Tel: Gordon 0776 969 4240 or 01855 821 270

6 speed manual 2005 118600 miles. MOT 
due on it’s birthday, 16/5/16. BMW service 
history. One previous owner, I have owned the 
car since it was about 20 months and 16500 
miles old and have all the old MOTs. These are 
well equipped as standard including traction 
and stability control, heated electric mirrors, 
four electric windows, climate control, sport 
suspension and  seats, also has a Westfalia 
removable towbar. Quick and great fun to 
drive, I will be sorry to see it go but I have got a 
camper and a classic, don’t need three cars.£3950

‘Summersong’

Telephone 01546 603011

ELIZABETHAN 23 built 
1973. Lying Tarbert. Well 
cared for. Lovely lines; GRP 
hull, raked stem; lifting 
keel. 4 berth, furling jib, 
full sails including Genoa, 

Yanmar engine.

Off ers c £3,500

Rowing dinghy 11’6”

Tel: 01631 710548

Fibreglass. New timber 
fi ttings. Oars. O/B plate. On 
good road/launching trailer 
with new suspension, hubs, 
bearings, wheels, tyres, 
bearing savers. Winch and 
rollers.

£600

RENAULT MASTER HORSEBOX

07825 507177

2006 conversion, 02 Reg, 101541 
miles, MOT to June 2016, 3.5 ton.
2 stalls, saddle rack, bridle 
hooks, well maintained in good 
condition and running order. 
Horses load and travel well 
in this easy to drive and good 
value lorry.

£5,500

VW Golf 1.9 TDI Match

Contact 07733094796 or after six 01855 821033

07 reg 5 door hatch. Low 
mileage, cruise control, 
multifunction steering wheel, 
air con, auto on/off  lights and 
wipers, FSH, MOT to Jul 16.  Well 
cared for and in extremely good 
condition inside and out.

£5000

Rover

Tel: 07928 888128

4 door hatch, petrol,

Y Reg 2001, 5 months MOT,

4 good tyres, good condition 

for year, good on fuel,

good little run around, 

can deliver.

£450 o.n.o.

Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi Sport

07917 752142

3 Door, 2008, 69000 
miles, 2 previous 
owners, silver, full year 
MOT, FSH, very well 
maintained and in 
excellent condition. 
Very economical and
low insurance.

£3400 o.n.o.

2001 Mazda B2500 Escape 
Double cab 4x4

Tel 07729 911321

104,000 miles. Alloys, 
Air Con etc Full 
service history. 
Recent new battery 
and exhaust. 
Mot to June 2016.

£1,800 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770 302377  -  07717 845755 (Arran)

GP14 : main, jib, 
spinnaker, paddles 
boat cover and 
launching trolley.

£450

GP 14 Fiberglass Hull

SAILING TIMES

DRIVETIMES

£31 IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE
Tel: 01631 568000DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY



L
O

C
A

L
 

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

WHISKY TRADING CHIMNEY SERVICES

SCAFFOLDING

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PHOTOGRAPHY

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812
www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com
15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

DOMESTIC
HEAT RECOVERY 
VENTILATION SYSTEMS

 COMMERCIAL
 INDUSTRIAL
 NEW BUILDS
 PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

BLINDS

FIREWOOD

GARDEN MAINTENACE

Ground Work, exterior painting and gutter 

cleaning. Good rates

Telephone 07597919418

All Garden Maintenance

THANK YOU
Sandra Bartlett 

Would like to thank all family and 
friends for attending the occasion of 

her 70th birthday and thank everyone 
for their kind and generous gifts.

FOOT CLINIC

Laura Monsalve
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner

B.Sc Nursing SAC Dip FHP
Do you suffer from Corns, Callus/Hard Skin, Cracked Heels, Thick 

toe nails, Or unable to cut your nails?

For professional foot care in the comfort of your own home
I can visit you in Oban and surrounding areas.

Call us: 
07791489312www.facebook.com/The-Foot-Clinic-Oban

OBAN BLINDS

THANK YOU
Willie MacLean

Would like to thank everyone for 
making my 40th birthday so special. 

Thanks for all cards and gifts received. 
Thanks also to all those who travelled 
from near and far. Special thanks to 

Crackin Craic and George Noble.

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 

CALL: 01631 
568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

 BABY EQUIPMENT
WOODEN DROP SIDE CRIB with 
hypoallergenic mattress and cotton 
bumper as new (from Grandma’s 
house).  New: over £200,  £95 or 
reasonable offer Telephone 07494 
100495.
WOODEN HIGH CHAIR with 
cushioned insert, as new, originally 
£80,  £30 Telephone 07494 100495.

 BUILDING / DIY
BLACK & DECKER cordless drill,  
£15 Telephone 07833 604038.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR TYRES 2 X 175/80R14 AND 
2 X 205/40ZR17  all got near new 
tread,  £5 Telephone 01631 569667.
T.S.W SPORTS ALLOYS set of 
four 14 inch T.S.W. alloys , newly 
refurbished in bright silver , no tyre 
or valves,  £99 Telephone 01631 
569667.

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
HOOVER TURBO CLEANER 
Hoover RE71 turbo power cleaner 
only 2 months old, only used twice, 
as new,  £59 Telephone 07709 
529517.
HOSTESS HEATED TRAY heated 
tray(230v) including serving dishes 
and incorporating warming com-
partment. Ex cond,  £45 Telephone 
07934 491712.
VAX CARPET WASHER as new,  
£50 Telephone 01631 710373.

 DOMESTIC PETS
¾ COCKER SPANIEL X Collie Pup-
pies, black, tan and white. Beautiful 
markings. Happily reared in fam-
ily home, 9 weeks old.  Telephone 
01631 740331 or 07583 109444.
JACK RUSSELL X PATTERDALE 
Puppies,  3 beautiful dog puppies, 
from working stock, available now, 
have been well socialised with 
children, other dogs and cats,  £200 
Telephone 01546 606856.

 FURNITURE
CHEST OF DRAWERS wooden 
with 3 drawers plus extra area on 
top, very good condition, North 
Connel, can drop into Oban,  £40 
ono Telephone 07990 616442.
LAZYBOY RECLINING CHAIR 
grey velour, good condition,  £50 
Telephone 01631 720452².
MAHOGANY TV UNIT with glass 
doors, small square mahogany 
display unit or both for £40,  £25 
each Telephone 01631 720452².
SINGLE GUEST BED Single bed 
with pull out guest bed on folding 
legs incorporated. Includes 2 
sprung mattresses. Good con-
dition, Taynuilt,  £20 Telephone 
01866 822349.

 GARDEN
GARDEN FURNITURE 1 large 
wooden table and 6 wooden 
chairs,  £40 Telephone 01546 
606085.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
FLYMO HEDGE TRIMMER 
battery,  £30 Telephone 01631 
710373.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
EXERCISE BIKE York Fitness 
Aspire, used twice, excellent con-
dition,  £99.99 Telephone 01631 
570274.
PRO FITNESS TREADMILL good 
condition motorised treadmill 
by Pro Fitness.  Folds down for 
easy storage, various elevations 
and training programmes,  £95 
Telephone 01852 200307.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

AUTOMATED WOOD PELLET 

inaplus room heater stove.  Good 
working order and serviced regu-

larly. 7 day programmable timer 
control and room thermostat.  Also 

£1850 Telephone 07837 507485.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PATCHWORK & QUILTING 
good number of Patchwork and 
Quilting magazines. Excellent 
conditions, full with patterns and 
designs,  £1 each Telephone 
01852 300154.
POPULAR PATCHWORK Good 
number of Popular Patchwork 
magazines, full with patterns and 
designs. Excellent conditions,  £1 
each Telephone 01852 300154.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
STACKER MUSIC CENTRE 
Technics model ScHD550, radio/
cassette deck/CD player with 
wireless headphones (still in 
box) with two speakers and hand 
manual, as new,  £50 Telephone 
01586 551460.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
BLIND new, boxed, small, rose 
pink Supreme blackout blind. 
Ideal for small girls room. Cost 
£30, email for photo and meas-
urements,  £7 Telephone 01631 
720369.
LAURA ASHLEY CURTAINS two 
pairs, cranberry check heavy 
lined curtains,  90 x 90 inches. 
One pair slightly faded at one 
edge, ideal for adjustment,  £50 
Telephone 01631 720674.
STAIR GATE nylon and webbing,  
£10 Telephone 01631 710352.

 HOME OFFICE
EXECUTIVE DESK 
excellent condition, meas-
ures:1500x800x750mm, 3 
drawers right side and 1 drawer 

Telephone 01852 300154.

PRINTER AND SCANNER HP 
Deskjet F300 printer and scanner, 
as new,  £25 Telephone 01586 
551460.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

NEW KITCHEN SINK Lamona 
stainless steel single bowl kitchen 
sink exclusive to Howdens Joinery 
Co. 480mm x 925mm. Unused and 
in original box,  £25 Telephone 
01546 602087.
NEW MODERN TAP State of Art 
chrome single tap with thin swivel 
top lever cost over £70.  Can 
email photo and measurements.  
Bargain,  £15 Telephone 01631 
720369.
VICTORIA PLUM CABINET 
white, boxed new whole bathroom 
unit consists of mirror, shelf and 
cupboard. Cost over £80, can 
email photo etc.  Bargain,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 720369.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

LARGE CASE Tripp case. 
30x20x10. Plum coloured, never 
used,  £30 Telephone 07873 
261056.
SUITCASE Tripp large lightweight 
hard bodied suitcase 30x20x10in  
,  £30 Telephone 07873 261056 or 
01631 710133.

 LIVESTOCK
COLLIE BITCH good all rounder, 
no vices, sale due to retirement,  
£995 Telephone 01852 200500 
(Kilmelford).
JACOBS SHEEP We have 5 ewe 
lambs; hoggs and a tup for sale.  
Hardy, easily kept rare breed, ideal 
for small croft.  Telephone 01866 
822591 or 07748 038584 Taynuilt.
PULLETS Skye pure pullets 
black or brown. Telephone 01470 
572213.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 
of Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed in 
this handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, Machriha-
nish, Fort William.  Ideal for home 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MOBILITY
RAMPS 2 x lightweight metal folding 
ramps 6’7”(200cms).  Suitable for 
wheelchair use. As new, cost £400 
new, sell for,  £200 Telephone 01631 
710352.
TGA BREEZE 4 MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 2007 model but little 
used. New HD batteries in 2012. A 

See website. Can deliver,  £950 
Telephone 01852 314267²

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
YAMAHA KEYBOARD 61 note 
polyphonic keyboard. Ex cond,  £50 
Telephone 07934 491712.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

SPADA STING MOTORCYCLE 
HELMET Matt black dualsport 
helmet size 61-62 only occasion-
ally worn,  £40 Telephone 07788 
715877.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

SCUBA DIVING ABLJ Scuba 
Diving, fenzy ABLJ. Cylinder out 
of test but stored full. Taynuilt,  
£20 Telephone 01866 822349.
SCUBA DIVING CYLINDER  
back pack and boot. Out of test 
but stored full. Taynuilt,  £50 
Telephone 01866 822349.
SCUBA DIVING REGULATOR  
(demand valve) Aquarius 1st 
stage, Dacor 400 Olimpic 2nd 
stage with Spartan contents 
gauge. Taynuilt,  £60 Telephone 
01866 822349.

SCUBA DIVING WEIGHTBELT  
weights, knife, compass, snorkel 
and a few extras. Taynuilt,  £20 
Telephone 01866 822349.

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CAGE H60cm x W74cm,  
£15 Telephone 07919 995609.

 WANTED
3 FOOT DIVAN and mattress in 
good condition.  Telephone 01866 
822377².
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP METAL 
we uplift scrap cars, copper, 
brass, lead etc.  Smaller quan-
tities considered.  Telephone 
07435 589701.

PERSONAL NOTICES



24 BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS Thursday 17 September, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.comobantimes

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Advertising  executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Newsdesk

Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor

Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

Stephanie Dunstaff nage
sdunstaff nage@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter

Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Steven Rae
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter

Amanda Crawford
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offi  ces

 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
www.obantimes.co.uk

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS MEMORIALS

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all 
publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall 
be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or 
relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund 
or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 

paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must 
be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 

termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

CHURCH NOTICE

Craig Lodge 
Community 25th 
Birthday Mass

Bishop John Keenan
Sunday 13th September 

2.30pm
All Welcome!

Craig Lodge, Dalmally
T: 01838 200216

AUCKLAND-CHILD - MASSEY
 The wedding of Thea Auckland-Child and Dr John 

Massey took place on the 18th July at St Mary’s Church 
Sulhamstead, Berkshire followed by a reception at Ufton 

Court. John is the son of Dr Nick and Marie-Therese Massey, 

Stewart Child, Mortimer, Berkshire and the granddaughter 
of the late Margaret and Ron Child of Stru-mhor, Connel.

WEDDINGS

ENGAGEMENTS
DIXON - MACPHEE - 
Sharon and Ewan McCuish 
are delighted to announce the 
engagement of their daughter 
Kirsty to Michael, son of Fay 
MacPhee, Oban and Angus 
MacPhee, Dunfermline.

MARRIAGES
MACKAY - NAPIER - At 
Crieff Hydro on September 
11, 2015, Shona Mhairi, oldest 
daughter of John and Joanie to 
Keith Alexander, oldest son of 
Ian and Sheila.

DEATHS
BEATON - Peacefully at the 
home of and in the loving care 
of her daughter Janet and her 
family in Leadenham, Lincs 
on September 1, 2015, Mary 
MacColl (aged 88), formerly 
of Furnace, Argyll. Beloved 
wife of the late Duncan Beaton 
formerly of Ardchiavaig, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull. A 
devoted and loving mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother. Dearly loved 
and sadly missed. Funeral took 
place in Grantham, Lincs on 
September 10, 2015.
CARMICHAEL - Charles 
Finaly in his 61st year, youngest 
son of the late Charlie and 
Jean, Church Cottage, Upper 
Sonachan. Dear husband of 
the late Sue, dearly loved dad, 
grampa, father-in-law and 
brother.
FARROW - Peacefully at St 
Serf’s Care Home, Newport-
on-Tay on Saturday, September 
5, 2015. Lily (née Harris ), 
aged 93 years, beloved wife 
of the late Reg, much loved 
mother of Stan and Robert, 
also a loving grandmother and 
great-grandmother. Service 
at Kirkcaldy Crematorium 
on Friday, September 25 at 
1.30 p.m. to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited. Donations in lieu of 

of Alzheimer Scotland, if so 
desired.
MACMASTER - Peacefully, 
at Moss Park Nursing Home, 
on Sunday, September 13, 
2015, Iain MacMaster, aged 
85 years. Husband of Mairi 
née Ferguson, father of Mary, 
John, Allan and Margaret, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather. Requiem Mass 
will take place tomorrow 
(Friday) September 18, 2015 
at 12 noon in Mingarry, RC 
Church of Our Lady of the 
Angels; thereafter to Roshven 
Cemetery. All welcome to 

please. Donations, if desired, 
to Dementia Scotland can be 
given at the church door or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William PH33 6JB.
McSHANE - Father Jospeh 
Gerard. Peacefully at 
Braemount Nursing Home, 
Paisley, on Wednesday 
September 9, 2015, Father 
Joseph, formerly of Argyll 
and Isles Diocese. Much loved 
brother of Hugh, Margaret and 
Frank. Joe will be sadly missed 
by all who knew him.
PITMAN – David. Peacefully 
at Ailsa Craig Care Home 
on September 12, 2015, 
David beloved husband of 
Kathleen, much loved father 
of Nicholas, Rebecca and 
Howard and a dear grandpa 
to Cara, Neil, Jacob, and Max. 
Funeral service to which all 
friends are invited at Kilmore 
Church in Dervaig, Isle of 
Mull on Thursday September 
24, at 1.00pm and thereafter 
to Calgary Cemetery. Family 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACDONALD - Sheena, 
Flora and families wish to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their sad loss of 
Gus. Special thanks to Craig 
Nevis surgery for all their 
care over the years, also the 
Belford Hospital and Moss 
Park Nursing Home for their 
excellent care. Many thanks 
to Rev. Adrian Varwell for his 
comforting service and to John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
for their professional service. 

Finally grateful thanks for the 
generous donations totalling 
£412.38 for Moss Park Nursing 
Home.
ROBERTS - Joy, Carl, Emma 
and families would like to 
thank everyone for their 
support after the loss of Gren.  
We sincerely thank the devoted 
staff at Bunessan Surgery 
and Lorn and Islands District 
Hospital for the great care Gren 
received.  We are grateful to Liz 
Gibson for reading the eulogy 
with humour and sensitivity, 

funeral arrangements and 
Linda Cameron for the catering.  
Thank you to all people that 
attended the service and who 
so kindly donated £850 which 
will be split between the Air 
Ambulance and Ward B, Lorn 
and Islands District Hospital. 

MEMORIAMS
BLUE - In loving memory of 
Lilian Blue, died September 
22, 2011.
Too dearly loved to be 
forgotten.
- Inserted by her sister Mary, 
brother-in-law Jim and brother 
Donnie
HUNTER - In loving memory 
of my dear friend Betty, passed 
away September 21, 2013.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Ruth
MACCORQUODALE - The 
angels sang “Amazing Grace” 
when the Lord came down and 
touched your face
He held your hand and 
whispered low
Come with me it’s time to go
The gates of Heaven opened 
wide 
The angels lined up side by 
side 
A special guest was on the way
The day they took my gran 
away.
- Your loving granddaughter 
Megan and loving grandson 
Neil
MACCORQUODALE - If 
we could have one more wish
A dream that could come true
I’d pray to God with all my 
heart
For yesterday and you
You left me broken hearted
The day you went away
My tears are somewhat hidden 
With a smile along the way 
Some day in the future mum 
There will be no need for tears
For when we are together again
We’ll  make up for these lost 
years.
- Your loving daughter Mary
MACCORQUODALE - I had 
a wife so very rare
Content in her home and 
always there
On Earth she toiled, in Heaven 
she rests
God bless you Cathie, you 
were the best
Loving thoughts till the end of 
time
Of a wonderful wife, I’m proud 
she was mine.
- Your loving husband Hugh
MACCUISH - In loving 
memory of our darling 
son Bobby who left us on 
September 17, 2006.
You are in our hearts and 
thoughts forever
Till we meet again son.
- Mum and Dad
MACCUISH - Bobby not a 
day goes by that you aren’t in 
our thoughts 
And our world is a lonelier 
place without you.
- David, Tia, Claire and Daniel
MACCUISH - Bobby, brother 
and uncle. 
Sadly missed.
You’ll never walk alone.
- Love Peter, Julie and family
MACDONALD - 
Remembering with love our 
beloved father and papa, 
Douglas MacDonald who 
passed away on September 18, 
1991. Also remembering loved 
ones gone before and after.
We keep in our hearts the love 
of the past

For there it was planted forever 
to last
Too deep in our hearts for 
death to divide
Each day of our lives you walk 
by our side.
- Inserted by his ever loving 
daughters Mary Flora, Sandra, 
May Margaret and families.
MACDOUGALL - Treasured 
memories of Callum, a 
dearly loved husband, father 
and grampy, who died on 
September 19, 1997.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Freena and family.
MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of a dear dad and 
grampy, Callum, who died on 
September 19, 1997.
Never more than a thought 
away. 
- Margaret and family, 
Bunessan.
MACDOUGALL - 1st 
anniversary. In loving memory 
of Linda who passed away on 
September 18, 2014.
A special and sorely missed 
wife of Murdoch and mother 
of Christine, Susie and Mikey.
The pain of losing someone we 
love hurts more than words can 
say.
We all love and miss you 
Maumi xxx
MORRISON - Cherished 
memories of Sandy, a dear 
husband, father and grandpa, 
who passed away September 
16, 2000.
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Mary Ann and family at home 
and away.
ROSS – In loving memory 
of a much loved wife, mum 
and nanny Marion, who died 
September 15, 2003.
We’ve been lonely since you 
left
Home has never been the same
The world would be like 
heaven
Just to have you back again.
- Loving husband Rusty and 
family.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of Mary Jane who died 
September 11, 1999. Much 
loved mother and granny.
Always remembered.
- Margaret, Allan, Emma, Beth 
and Aidan x
TEMPLETON - In loving 
memory of Margaret 
Templeton, a much loved sister 
and aunt who passed away 
September 12, 2014.
Always in our thoughts.
- May and family.

LIFE
lines
Everybody makes mistakes

Public figures are often defined or remembered by 
their mistakes, but it is rare for their careers to end 
as a consequence.

Observing the proceedings of the general election in 
May and its repercussions, I can’t help thinking that a 
fairer system of dealing with dissembling politicians and 
other violations should be considered. 

Failure to discharge public duty should not be regarded 
as acceptable conduct and the Scottish people should 
encourage the introduction of statutory measures to deal 
with such cases. All elected representatives have a re-
sponsibility to act in the best interests of those who elect 
them; and breaches of trust, codes of conduct or moral 
authority should not be allowed to go unchallenged.

In any other professional environment, such failures 
would be regarded as misconduct and the individual 
responsible held to account. Shouldn’t we expect the 
same disciplinary protocols for Members of Parliament, 
the Scottish parliament and local councils? I don’t think 
anyone should necessarily go to jail for breaking prom-
ises, but I do think the people of Scotland have a right 
to expect probity, loyalty, commitment and some record 
of achievement from those entrusted to represent their 
interests, and who are remunerated from public funds.

It is not beyond imagination to introduce measures to 
remove any elected representative from office quickly if 
it can be proven that they have committed a wrongdoing. 
That way, the electorate might regain some control over 
the democratic process held so dear in every constituency 
and every ward.

Johnston Adams 

THERE are not many 
people who have led such 
an extraordinary life as that 
of William Taylor (Willie or 
Jock) of Lyndhee, Ganavan 
who passed away on Easter 
Monday, April 6, 2015 at 
the grand age of 101.

Unassuming and modest, 
his experiences spanned 
three generations and took 
in so much that we take for 
granted in our everyday 
lives.

Willie saw the advent 
of television and atomic 
theory development. To the 
end he remained curious 
about everything the world 
had to offer – he claimed 
this helped his longevity. 
Most importantly he was 
a veteran of World War II 
in which he contributed 
hugely to the Allied cause 
through his work as a wire-
less mechanic. 

His parents hailed from 
Fife and Willie was the 
youngest of five children. 
He was born on 30th Jan-
uary 1914 in Alloa, Clack-
mananshire. He grew up in 
Troon after his father had 
to move there with his work 
as a chief wood machine 
operator at the shipyard. 

As a youngster he was 
always fascinated by de-
velopments in science and, 
in particular, John Logie’s 
Baird’s invention to send 
images over the wire which 
became the first television 
signal. 

Willie was actually pres-
ent at the John Logie Baird 
meeting when the first 
images were sent.  

He said this was a pivotal 
moment for him and made 
him realise he wanted to 
learn more in this field. He 
was then only ten years old. 

Only two years later, on 
one of his many visits to 
the National Museum in 
Edinburgh, Willie was to 
find himself face-to-face 
with none other than King 
George V1. The King was 
present to open the new 
museum extension. Willie 
had found his way into the 
foyer and was mesmerised 
by the model liners in glass 
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cases when he came face to 
face with King George about 
to perform the opening 
ceremony.  He said: ‘King 
George had come in to 
open the museum but I had 
already opened it!’ Clearly 
Royal security was not what 
it is today.

Willie studied at Ayr Acad-
emy boosting his science 
knowledge through the local 
library and graduated in 
Maths and Philosophy from 
Glasgow University. He was 
later to be a principal teach-
er of mathematics. 

In 1930 he bought a crystal 
radio receiver for £1 and was 
able to listen to the BBC 
Services both at home and 
overseas. In 1933 he recalled 
the introduction of atomic 
theory when he was at Glas-
gow University.

With the advent World 
War II the RAF called in 
all HAMS radio operators 
to operation stations. Willie 
volunteered for signals work 
and was subsequently called 
up to join an elite band of 
17 men who were qualified 
wireless mechanics. The 
group had a simple if com-
plex mission - to jam enemy 
aircraft signals which would 
prevent the German bomb-
ers hitting their intended 
locations. The work had top 
secret status at the time and 
the team was called into ac-
tion immediately following 
the aftermath of the bomb-
ing of Coventry in 1940. 

Willie’s unit came under 
the command of 80 wing 
of the RAF. The blocking 
machine was codenamed 
BROMIDE and literally 
assembled out of a large 
van where required emitting 
frequencies to block the LO-
RENS homing system. By 
preventing bombers being 
able to drop their weapons 
accurately, this unit save 
countless lives.

During the progress of 
the war, radar developed 
and, in 1942, Willie’s role 
switched to being a wireless 

mechanic with a new RAF 
squadron-175 HH Squadron 
based at Wormwell. 

The squadron was trained 
as a ‘servicing commando 
unit’ and preparations made 
for the invasion of Nor-
mandy. Willie first worked 
on Hurricane fighters and 
finally the Hawker Typhoon 
fighter aircraft as well as the 
occasional Spitfire. From 
late 1942, the Typhoon 
was equipped with bombs 
and from late 1943 ground 
attack rockets were added 
to its armoury. Using these 
two weapons, the Typhoon 
became one of the Second 
World War’s most successful 
ground attack aircraft. 

Willie was an invaluable 
member of the ground 
servicing team keeping the 
planes in the air and always 
at the cutting edge of wire-
less technology. 

After the war, he returned 
to teaching and ran a school 
for the deaf in Ayrshire 
initially in a converted farm 
building that had been used 
in the war effort. As demand 
for specialised teaching grew 
he secured funding from 
the government for a new 
purpose-built school. 

Willie also developed the 
technical systems in the 
school and was immensely 
proud of his achievements in 
helping so many youngsters 
with their education.

He met and married his 
wife, Miriam, during the 
war and they finally retired 
to Appin in Argyll where 
they indulged their love of 
gardening, the sea, wildlife, 
birdlife and walking. 

Finally the Taylors moved 
to Ganavan enjoying nearly 
20 years there until Miriam 
passed away. 

Willie celebrated his 100th 
birthday on January 30, 
2014 receiving honours from 
the Queen and the British 
Legion. His greatest wish 
was to visit RAF Leuchars 
to see the modern day Ty-
phoon after working on its 

predecessor for so long. Just 
before the base closed and 
for the occasion of his 100th 
birthday, he was extended 
a VIP invitation and had a 
chance not only to see the 
Typhoon at close quarters 
but in fly past training. 

Willie was a highly intelli-
gent and motivated individ-
ual in everything he did. He 
never failed to be interested 
in everything and everyone. 

His innate curiosity never 
failed to keep a conversa-
tion interesting. He always 
claimed his key to long life 
was keeping his brain active 
and being as mobile as possi-
ble. Even when his movement 
was restricted he operated a 
high tech communication 
centre in his house. 

Willie was a doyen of 
science and technology, pol-
itics, agriculture, history, ar-
chaeology and music. Indeed 
there were not many topics 
Willie could not converse 
on with his immense knowl-
edge. His family and close 
friends meant the world to 
him. Miriam’s nephew and 
family visited him regularly 
and he was also re-acquaint-
ed with his own niece, Celia, 
through a chance article on 
his centenary birthday. He 
celebrated his 101 year in 
January 2015..

Willie was a remarkable 
individual who will be much 
missed by those who knew 
him for his wisdom, wit, 
intelligence and understand-
ing. Many more should have 
had the privilege of knowing 
him.  

Alison Chadwick 

William Taylor (Willie or Jock) of Lyndhee, Ganavan who died on Easter Monday, 
April 6 2015 at the age of 101
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Camanachd Cup Final

Tighnabruaich men target second 
Camanachd Cup win in three years

OBAN is set to host one of the 
most intriguing Camanachd Cup 
finals in recent years, as favour-
ites Kyles Athletic take on Lovat.

Kyles are being viewed as warm 
favourites ahead of Saturday’s 
SSE Hydro-sponsored showpiece 
at Mossfield, but complacency 
is unlikely to play a part in the 
Cowal side’s approach to this 
match.

Losing the 2013 final to 
Newtonmore after entering the 
match as holders, dented the 
Kyles players’ belief, according to 
co-manager, James Perlich.

The 3-0 defeat at the hands of 
Newtonmore, and the manner of 
their undoing, still sits uneasily 
with the men from the Kyles of 
Bute and they are eager to put 
that memory to rest.

He offered a glimpse into the 
team build-up, saying: ‘We talked 
about the fact we will be classed 
as favourites, but we also have the 
fairly unique experience of both 
winning and losing a Camanachd 
Cup Final within two years, back 
to back.

‘Both are pretty fresh in the 
players’ minds and they don’t 
want to lose again,’ said Perlich, 
now in his tenth year at the 
helm alongside ex-player and 
Tighnabruaich farmer, Norman 
MacDonald.

‘From winning the cup in 
2012 against Inveraray to losing 
to Newtonmore, the players 
basically went from total elation 
and being on top of the world to 

Lovat may be
underdogs but 
they’re relishing
the challenge

UP FOR THE CUP: The two captains - Kyles Athletic’s Callum Millar and Lovat’s Daniel Grieve pictured with the Scottish Cup at Mossfi eld Stadium this week.
Photographs by Neil Paterson

MEN IN THE HOT SEAT: Kyles Athletic’s co-manager James Perlich, left, and Lovat boss John MacRitchie 

FINALISTS: Kyles Athletic pictured after beating Newtonmore 3-2 in the semi-fi nal at Taynuilt FINALISTS: Lovat defeated Inveraray 3-1 after extra time to book their place in the fi nal 

hitting rock bottom. Personally, 
I think the below-par season we 
had last year was the product of 
that. 

‘It has taken until now for us 
to get back. They know which 
experience they’d rather have 
and what they want to avoid, so 
the boys will be very determined.

‘I think the reason everyone 
wants to win the Scottish is 
because of the history of the cup. 
It’s been the pinnacle of the sport 
as long as the cup has existed. 

‘The leagues only came to-
gether 19 years ago, so it’s still 
relatively new, and the prestige 
of winning the league will gather 
momentum, but it still won’t be 
the Camanachd Cup.’ 

He added: ‘Players grow up 
wanting to win it. It might only 
be four games but it’s still the 
biggest trophy in the game. The 
players’ parents or grandparents 
might have won it in the past. 

‘Mossfield is one of the best 
grounds there is. If we were to 
have as national venue I think it 
would be perfect. It’s in a central 
location, in great condition and 
has all the facilities needed to 
hold a great final.’

Callum Millar, 24, who is Kyles’ 
captain, said: ‘We’re quietly 
confident, but nervous. This is my 
fourth Scottish Cup, after 2009, 
2012 and 2013. 

‘It’s a great venue and a wee bit 

sweeter for us as we won here in 
2012. Our lads love to play on a 
big, fast pitch because it suits our 
style. 

‘The league is important but 
really the Scottish Cup is the 

one everyone wants to win. So 
many people have won it in the 
past from different parts of the 
country, and when their village 
or town wins it they feel like it’s 
‘their cup’.

‘It should be a cracking day of 
shinty.’

Now the 21-times winners of the 
trophy have the perfect opportu-
nity to erase some of that pain 
as they get ready to face Lovat 
in Saturday’s highly anticipated 
108th Camanachd Cup Final.

The underdog tag will be 
gratefully accepted by John 
MacRitchie’s Lovat team, who 
can go into their first Camanachd 
Cup Final since 1953 without the 
burden of expectation.

The last time these two faced 
each other in the Camanachd 
Cup final, an all-conquering 
Lovat side ran out winners after a 
replay at King George V park in 
Fort William.

That was 62 years ago and the 
admission price for a child was a 
shilling. It has taken Lovat some 
time to return to those lofty days, 
but the present crop of Kiltarlity 
youngsters are capable of emulat-
ing the class of ’53.

Having emerged, like the 
backbone of this Kyles team, 
from the one village primary 
school, Tomnacross, the Lovat 
players enjoy a rare bond as well 
as having several potential match 
winners in their ranks.

Indeed, if both themselves and 
Kyles play to their full potential, 
the final could be a classic for 
fans and neutrals below Moss-
field’s famous grass banking.

‘Obviously, we have won two 
MacTavish Cups as a group but 
this is another step up entirely for 

us,’ said MacRitchie, who played 
in the club’s last Camanachd Cup 
semi-final back in 1981.

‘There is extra build-up and 
spotlight and Kyles have been ac-
customed to that while we haven’t 
been. The key thing for us is that 
the players can relax. We need 
to play Kyles and not get carried 
away by playing the occasion.’

‘This is the one everybody 
wants to win. Historically, it was 
the only time the top teams from 
the north and the top teams from 
the south got a chance to play 
each other, before the leagues 
amalgamated into the structure 
we have now with the premier 
and national divisions. 

‘Ask any shinty player what they 
want to win and they’ll tell you, 
it’s the Camanachd Cup.

‘Mossfield is a fantastic venue 
too. It’s a big, wide pitch with 
short grass which suits the style 
of shinty we play.’

Lovat captain, Daniel Grieve, 
24, said: ‘It’s an exciting occasion 
for us. We’ve been preparing and 
we feel ready for the challenge. 
It’s definitely the one players 
want to win. 

‘All young players get told sto-
ries about the history of the cup, 
and before the premier league it 
was the only time the north and 
south teams really played each 
other. Mossfield is the perfect 
setting for us too. It’s a nice long 
and wide pitch which should 
make for a great game of shinty.

‘It’s pretty much been the same 
group of guys in our team playing 
together since primary school 
with a few exceptions. 

‘Most of the lads have been 
playing together since we were 
seven or eight years old. We grew 

up together and, in the village, 
the sport is shinty.’

Torqhuil MacLeod, chief oper-
ation officer for the Camanachd 
association, said: ‘We’re antic-
ipating a crowd of around 3000. 

‘The last time the final was held 
in Oban, in 2012, the crowd we 
had was over 3000. 

‘There’s a lot of anticipation 
about the final. It’s two great 
teams, so fingers crossed we get 

great sunshine for shinty’s big day 
out. This is a great venue too. 

‘Luckily, we have a groundsman 
who understands shinty and has 
the park looking fantastic for the 
event.’

The 108th Camanachd Cup 
final will be played at Mossfield 
Stadium this Saturday at 2.15 pm. 
Tickets are £10 for adults and £5 
for concessions. Under 12s go 
free.

THE Camanachd Cup was first played for in 1896 with Kingussie 
beating Glasgow Cowal 2-0 at Needlefield Park, Inverness.

At present, the tournament is contested by the eligible teams 
in North and South Division 1 and from 2014, National Division 
One, together with the teams in the Marine Harvest Premiership, 
who join the competition at the second round stage. 

Traditionally, the trophy was competed for on a North/South 
basis with the best team from the north facing the best team from 
the south in the final.

However, in 1983. the open draw was introduced which resulted 
in the first, and until 2012, the only all-south final, between Kyles 
and Strachur. 1984 saw the first ever all-north final and first ever 
final clash between Badenoch rivals, Kingussie and Newtonmore.

Four teams have won the trophy three times in a row, Newton-
more, Kingussie, Kyles Athletic and Fort William.

The trophy itself was made after public donation in 1896 and, 
as befits such a Blue Riband event, the cup is designed and con-
structed by Hamilton and Inches, Edinburgh. The player on the 
lid was modelled from Jock Dallas who played for Kingussie. 

In 2006, the ancient trophy made its way to New York City for 
the Tartan Day celebrations, the first time it had ever left Scot-
land.

The final is usually played on a rotation system, with An Aird in 
Fort William, the Bught Park in Inverness and Mossfield Stadium 
in Oban hosting the final. In recent years the final has also been 
held in Dunoon and at Old Anniesland in Glasgow.

The 2011 final was the first ever to go to extra time; no final has 
ever required penalties.

The Man of the Match has been awarded the Albert Smith 
Medal since 1972.

Some interesting facts . . .
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Tobermory

Youth football

Golf News Dalmally

Oban Athletic       3
Carradale       0
West of Scotland AFL

Cambuslang                                 16
Oban Lorne                 34
BT West Division One

Rugby

Bonus point win for Oban 
Lorne in Cambuslang

Islay

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1000
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J Finlayson
Landsdowne Cres
Kincardine on Forth

M Silva
Bruce Place
Fort William

Argyll and Bute council’s summer of football
ARGYLL and Bute council’s football ser-
vice had a really busy summer period deliv-
ering fantastic coaching courses to children 
around the region.

Over 330 children took part in the fun- 
filled educational courses, with new venues 
this summer running in Dunoon and Islay.

One of the highlights of the summer was 
the popular summer residential camp held in 
Oban where young players from all corners 
of Argyll and Bute (and further afield) got 
the opportunity to experience a week’s long 
intense residential camp.  

Martin Rae, football development officer, 

would like to thank all the coaches for their 
help and also the continued support from 
the parents and children across Argyll and 
Bute.

HAPPY CAMPERS: Children photographed at Argyll and Bute Council’s  week-long summer residential summer camp held in Oban

OBAN ATHLETIC sought 
revenge last Wednesday when 
they took on Carradale just one 
week after losing 6-5 to the Kin-
tyre-side.

The Oban side successfully 
settled the score with their rivals 
as Athletic ran out comfortable 
3-1 winners.

Both teams travelled for this 
game and met halfway in Loch-
gilphead.

Athletic took the lead after 10 
minutes when Alan Buchanan 
picked up the ball 20 yards from 
goal, beat his man and curled his 
shot around the keeper.

However, the lead didn’t last 
long and the score was level five 
minutes later.

Daniel MacKinnon was caught 
in possession, allowing the Car-
radale striker in on goal and he 

Revenge is sweet for Oban 
Athletic as they dump ’Dale

slotted the ball past a helpless 
Graham Douglas.

The game then turned into a 
scrappy stop and start affair, with 
a lot of fouls, and tempers being 
lost. Neither side created any 
further clear-cut chances and the 
first half ended 1-1.

Just as they had done on Satur-
day against Crookston, Athletic 
started the second half strongly.

Shortly after the restart, Paul 
Carmichael got his name on 
the score sheet when he drove 
past the Carradale defence and 
calmly chipped the ball over the 
goalkeeper.

The Oban side then started to 
dominate the game, with their 
opposition reverting to playing 
long balls.

Paul Carmichael secured 
his second of the day when he 
volleyed the ball home to make 
it 3-1.

Paul, who then had a bitter-
sweet ending to his evening, 
won his side a penalty, which he 

volunteered to take, but the Car-
radale keeper pulled off a great 
save to deny the Oban striker his 
hat-trick.

Athletic don’t have a fixture 
this weekend and are not back in 
action again until September 19, 
when they travel to take on Ayr-
shire side, Westkirk, in the first 
round of the West of Scotland 
Cup.

Paul Carmichael

GENTS Section: President’s 
Cup (medal final) -  1 Donald 
Dods MacLean 75-11-64; 2 
Donald Brown Snr74-10-64; 3 
Graham Davidson 71-06-65.
 Tobermory Trophy - 1 John 
Weir 78-13-65; 2 Mike Campbell 
85-19-66; 3 Robert Dunning 
95-26-69.

Ladies: 9 hole Stableford final - 
1 Olive Brown 13 points; 2 Doris 
Hargreaves 11 points; 3 Kathy 
McAdam 10 points.

Junior: James McNab Trophy 
- first round - 1 Lewis Brown 
63-04-59; 2 Murdo MacLennan 
98-36-62; 3 Scott Paterson 84-
17-67. Second round - 1 Aaron 
Paterson 91-38-53; 2 Murdo 
MacLennan 91-36-55; 3 Lewis 
Brown 60-03-57.

WESTERN Ferries played 
Sunday, August 30 - 1 S Johnston 
37 pts;  2 D Muir 36 pts; 3 C 
Holyoake 35 pts.

Summer League played 
Wednesday,  September 2 - 1 A 
Woodman 34 pts; 2 N Johnston 
30 pts; 3 K Swan 30 pts.

September Medal played 
Sunday, September 6 - 1 S Currie 
81-11=70; 2 N Carmichael 
76-5=71; 3 D Holyoake 80-8=72.

Lagavulin Trophy played 
Sunday, September 12-1 D 
Holyoake 77-8  = 69; 2 A 
Livingstone 82-12 = 70; 3 D 
Livingstone 82-9 = 73.

THE closest gents club cham-
pionship at Dalmally for many 
years saw two former champions 
battling it out in the final round.
 A stunning back nine of 32, 
including a birdie three at the 
testing final hole, enabled Gerry 
Davis to peg back leader Graeme 
MacKechnie, and claim his third 
championship in five years.
 MacKechnie, looking to turn 
the clock back and regain a title 
he last won in 1991, started 
out steadily and looked to be 
protecting his lead until a run of 
dropped shots on the back nine 
cost him dearly, Davies coming 
out on top by two shots. 

Ladies: Tyndrum Trophy 
(Greensome) - 1 Colleen Brown 
and Ann Colthart  39pts; 2 Ann 
Hay and Alison Livingstone 
37pts; 3 Lily McKay and June 
Sutherland 34pts.

Autumn meeting and LGU 
brooch - 1 Ann Munro 97-32 = 
65; 2 Etive Brown 97-30 = 67;  3 
Lily McKay 84-17 = 67..

OBAN Lorne recorded a bonus 
point win in their first West 
Division 1 fixture of the season 
against last year’s West 2 promo-
tion rivals, Cambuslang.

The Green Machine recorded 
two comfortable victories over 
their opposition during last 
season’s championship-winning 
campaign including a thumping 
40-0 win at Glencruitten. Oban 
knew they needed to get off to 
a good start on Saturday with 
a tough programme of fixtures 
coming up against some strong 
teams.

Oban were missing player/
coach Corrie Louw due to injury, 
but welcomed prop Connor Kerr 
and winger David McLaughlin 
amongst others into a strong 
starting line-up.

Despite a late arrival to the 
game, Oban made a solid start 
and went ahead early on with a 
well-taken penalty from stand off 
Finlay Carmichael.

The hosts were struggling to 
gain any meaningful possession 
from Oban who were looking 
very comfortable in attack and 
were forcing several penalties at 
the breakdown. 

After 20 minutes, the men in 
green had extended their lead to 
9-0 after two further penalties 
from Carmichael.

Both teams were now strug-
gling to get any rhythm into the 
game, mainly due to the high 
penalty count dictated by the 
impressive refereeing display on 
show throughout the game. Cam-
buslang reduced the deficit to 9-3 
after their first period of pressure 
in the Oban half.

Oban responded again with 
another penalty shortly before 
prop Tommy Sutherland bundled 
over the line from close range 
for the first try of the afternoon. 
Sutherland took his chance after 
some good play by the forwards 
close to the home line, using his 
power to force himself over the 
line to give Lorne a 17-3 lead.

Oban were reduced to 14 men 

shortly before half-time with 
second row Andy MacDougall 
being given his marching orders 
after giving a penalty away close 
to the line. This was mainly due 
to the high number of penalties 
conceded by the team. The home 
side left the Oban half by reduc-
ing the score to 17-6.

The men in green did not let 
this dampen their confidence 
as they hit back with the second 
try of the afternoon. Second row 
Airidas Savickas broke free from 
the defence almost 35 metres 
out and managed to surge over 
the line despite the best efforts 
of the home defence. Oban led 
comfortably 22-6 at half-time.

Cambuslang gained more 
possession in the second half and 
were slowly increasing the pres-
sure in attack on a complacent 
Oban defence.

  The hosts hit back 10 minutes 
into the half with their first try of 
the afternoon to narrow the gap 
to 11 points.

The visitors had chances to 
score with some impressive 
breaks from McLaughlin on the 
wing and centre Craig Wright. 
Unfortunately, the final pass 
not going to hand proved to be 
Oban’s downfall as the attempts 
failed.

Cambuslang were fighting hard 
into the last quarter of the game 
and again reduced the gap with 
a deserved try to take the score 
to 22-16 going into the closing 
stages of the match.

Oban, however, upped the 
effort levels to seal a crucial 
bonus point win. Prop Tommy 
Sutherland made two impressive 
tackles in a row to win the ball 
back in midfield for the Oban 
backs. A break towards the line 
resulted in Oban captain Cammy 
Smith finishing off for the third 
Oban try of the game.

The Green Machine pressed for 
the fourth bonus point try in the 
finals stages and were eventually 
rewarded when Dave McCabe 
burst through the home defence 
with a powerful run 20 metres 
out to finish the day off in style 
for Oban Lorne. Final score 
Cambuslang 16-34 Oban Lorne.

This win take Oban Lorne 

to third place with only points 
difference separating them from 
Carrick and Glasgow Academi-
cals at the top of the league. 

Next up for Oban Lorne is a 
home game in the quarter final 
of the BT Shield against Paisley 
RFC. The game will take place 
on Saturday at Glencruitten 
with kick off at 3.30pm due to 
the Camanachd Cup Final. The 
next league game for the Green 
Machine is away to Glasgow 
Academicals on the 26th of Sep-
tember.

Argyll & Bute
Argyll and Bute’s West Division 

4 game against Cowal was frus-
tratingly called off on Saturday 
due to the opposition being 
unable to raise a team and travel 
for the game.

 This was disappointing for the 
Argyll side with a squad of 25, 
mainly Oban-based players being 
available for the match. 

Despite the call off, the team 
still managed to take part in an 
enjoyable training session and a 
10-a-side match.

Next up for Argyll and Bute is 
an away game to neighbours,  Isle 
of Mull, at Garmony on Septem-
ber 26.

Oban Lorne will be hosting a 
dinner on Saturday November 28  
for all former players and friends 
of the club. Tickets cost £15 per 
person which includes a meal 
and entertainment from guest 
speakers. Tickets are available 
from Murray Hamilton. 

MacGillivrays keep it in the family
FAMILY AFFAIR: Oban Bowling Cub held their fi nals day at the rink last Saturday where Gus

 MacGillivray took the gents title. Not to be outdone, his wife, Elizabeth, kept it in the family by 
winning the ladies championship

Glencruitten
CAMERON Milne won the 
George Smith Trophy at 
Glencruitten on Saturday with 
a score of 64, 67 = 131. Ian 
McCuish was runner-up with a 
score of 65, 69 = 134.

Cameron also won the 1st Class 
Medal final with a score of 67-3 
= 64. Colin Campbell won the 
2nd Class Medal with a score of 
80-12 = 68. Donald McGill won 
the 3rd Class Medal with a score 
of 111 – 27 = 84.

On Sunday the Family Cup was 
played, John and Mary Plunkett 
winning with a score of 88–18 = 
70. Kenny and Maureen Devine 
were runners-up with a score of 
99–25 = 74.

The Cameron Trophy (2 
rounds) will be played on 
Saturday and Sunday.

CHAMPIONS: Taynuilt shinty team won the P5 and under South of 
Scotland shinty championship held at Taynuilt on Sunday, Septem-

ber 13, beating Bute 2-1 after extra time
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Shinty

Fixtures

Results

Marine Harvest Premiership
     P      W        D        L         F        A       Pts
Newtonmore   12      11        0         1        41         9        22
Kyles Athletic   13      10        1         2        49        16       21
Glenurquhart   15       8         2         5        32        29       18
Fort William   16       6         3         7        26        31       15
Lochaber   16       6         3         7        30        42       15
Lovat    14       5         4         5        30        29       14
Kinlochshiel   16       5         4         7        23        39       14
Kingussie   15       4         3         8        22        30      11
Oban Camanachd   11       2         3         6        12        18        7
Inveraray    14       1         3        10        14        36        5 

Premiership promotion for the 
islanders

FOLLOWING on from the 
North Under 21 v South Under 
21 game at Ballachulish last 
Saturday, Scotland under 21 
head coach, Garry Reid, has 
selected 23 players who will now 
go forward to form a provisional 
training squad before final selec-
tion is made for the forthcoming 
Scotland Under 21 v Ireland 
Under 21 shinty/hurling fixture 
that will take place in Inverness 
on October 24

Reid has taken into account 
the number of fixtures that some 
players still have to play in the 
run up to the end of the season 
and, as such, has named a larger 
squad initially before whittling it 
down to the final squad of 19.

PROMOTED: Skye won promotion to the Marine Harvest premiership after a 4-2 win over nearest challengers Kilmallie last Saturday

CLASH OF THE ASH: No quarter asked or given as Skye’s Alan MacKinnon and Kilmallie’s Andrew 
MacAlister get stuck in during last Saturday’s vital National Division encounter.

CHAMPIONS: Congratulations to Col Glen who won Marine Harvest South Div 2 following a 9–1 victory 
over Bute. Col Glen were presented with the league trophy by Camanachd Association Chieftain, Jock 

Turner, following their fi nal game of the season.

Under 21 squad announced
Garry Reid, in his second year 

as head coach, is happy with the 
process so far. He said: ‘The 
North v South encounter proved 
to be a really close-fought con-
test, with a really high standard 
of play and a fast tempo to the 
game. There are a lot of good 
quality young players out there to 
choose from and they have cer-
tainly made it extremely difficult 
for the coaching team to make 
their final selection.

‘Given that this season will 
run right up to the international 
fixture this year we have named 
a larger squad at this time to take 
that into account, and we will re-
duce the squad further following 
the second training session.’

The provisional squad is as follows: 
Craig Anderson (Glasgow Mid 
Argyll); Ewan Campbell (Beauly); 
Malcolm Clark (Oban Camanachd); 
Jordan Fraser (Kinlochshiel); Fraser 
Heath (Glenurquhart); Connor Howe 
(Oban Camanachd); Cameron Keith 
(Kyles Athletic); Barry MacDonald 
(Lochaber); Innes MacDonald (Kyles 
Athletic);  Jack MacDonald (Beauly);  
Rory MacGregor (Kingussie);  
Michael MacKenzie (Lovat);  Gary 
McKerracher (Oban Camanachd);  
Iain MacLeod (Skye Camanachd); 
Lewis MacNicol (Inveraray); Oliver 
MacRae (Kinlochshiel); Daniel 
Madej (Oban Celtic); John McNulty 
(Glenorchy); Blair Morrison (Caber-
feidh); Craig Morrison (Caberfeidh); 
Jordan Murchison (Skye Cama-
nachd); Donald Nixon (Kinlochshi-
el);  Calum Stewart (Newtonmore)

Col Glen are South Division Two champions

Saturday September 19
SSE Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup Final
Lovat v Kyles Athletic
Deek Cameron - 2.15pm
at Mossfield Stadium, Oban

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v  Inveraray 
Graham Cameron - 11.30am
Taynuilt v Glenorchy  
Ronnie Campbell - 11.30am

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lewis v Aberdeen University

Youth Fixtures
Saturday September 19
Ken MacMaster 
Under 14 Cup Final
Fort William  v Skye  
Alex MacVicar - 11.15am
at Mossfield Stadium, Oban

SSE Scottish Hydro
Development Cup Final
(Under 14 - 9 a side)
Glasgow Kelvin v Aberdour  
John Wood - 11.30pm
at rugby ground, Oban)

Womens Camanachd
Association
Sunday September 20
Marine Harvest National 
Division 2
Cowal & Bute v Strathspey
Strathglass v Dunadd

Saturday September 12
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie 4 - 1 Inveraray   
Fort William 2 - 5 Kyles Athletic 
Glenurquhart  0 - 4 Newtonmore 
Oban Caman 1 - 1 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly 2 - 2 Glasgow MA
Caberfeidh 11 - 0 Ballachulish 
Kilmallie 2 - 4 Skye 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William 3 - 1 Beauly 
Kinlochshiel 1 - 9 Kingussie 
Newtonmore 8 - 0 Glenurquhart
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Taynuilt 1 - 2 Aberdour  
Inveraray 0 - 4 Bute  
Kyles Athletic 6 - 1 Glenorchy 
Lochside Rovers P - P Strachur 
Strachur unable to field a  
team, tie to be rescheduled
Oban Celtic 2 - 0 Kilmory

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Inverness 2 - 2 Boleskine  
Lochaber 6 - 0 Lewis  
Skye 4 - 1 Glengarry  
Strathspey 0 - 1 Kilmallie 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish P - P Aberdour 
Due to Bereavement 
Bute 1 - 9 Col Glen 
Tayforth P – P Glenorchy 
Glenorchy unable to field   
a team, points to Tayforth

Youth Results
Friday  September 11
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 1
Fort William 6 - 0 Kingussie
Skye P - P Beauly
Beauly unable to field 
a team, points to Skye

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Div 2
Caberfeidh 0 - 9 Kinlochshiel 
Inverness 0 - 7 Glenurquhart
  
League Div 3
Strathglass 1 - 1  Lochaber
Lovat 0 - 7 Newtonmore 

Shinty Shop Great 
Glen school’s
shinty sixes 
THE DATE for the Shinty 
Shop Great Glen school’s shinty 
sixes has been set for Tuesday 
September 22 at Blairbeg Park, 
Drumnadrochit with a 12 noon 
start.

Teams from across the 
Highlands are expected to take 
part in this event with Kingussie 
High School looking to defend 
their title however they will 
be up against stiff opposition 
from hosts Glenurquhart high 
school and Charleston academy 
amongst others.

Event organiser Allan MacLe-
od said: ‘This is a special year as 
the tournament as we mark 20 
years since it was founded. Over 
the years the tournament has 
gone from strength to strength 
and is now a firm favourite in the 
school’s shinty calendar.’

STRETCHING: Fort William’s Ewan Campbell stretches for the ball 
closely watched by Cammy Keith of Kyles Athletic during their 
Marine Harvest Premiership match at An Aird. The men from 
Tighnabruaich ran out 5-2 winners Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Premiership
NEWTONMORE kept their 
place at the top of the Marine 
Harvest Premiership on Saturday 
with a convincing 4-0 win away to 
Glenurquhart.

Goals from Glen Mackintosh 
and Norman Campbell gave 
Newtonmore a 2-0 lead going 
into half-time. A Fraser Mack-
intosh goal on 70 minutes and 
Norman Campbell’s second of 
the game, 12 minutes from time, 
gave P J Mackintosh’s men the 
two points. 

Only a point separates New-
tonmore and second place Kyles, 
who have six and five games left 
to play, respectively, this season. 

The teams meet in both sides’ 
second-last league fixture of the 
season, on October 31, in what 
could turn out to be a league 
decider. 

Newtonmore’s next league 
tie is at home to Kingussie, on 
September 26, with a 2.30pm 
throw-up. 

OBAN CAMANACHD took what 
could be a vital point against 
Kinlochshiel on Saturday. 

Malcolm Clark scored with just 
three minutes left to play to give 
Camanachd a share of the points 
in the tie, held at Taynuilt. 

Camanachd now sit sec-

ond-bottom, two points ahead of 
Inveraray, but with three games 
in hand over their Argyll rivals. 

Iain Haye’s side have no game 
this Saturday, with the Cama-
nachd Cup final on at Mossfield,  
where Oban Camanachd will 
next be in action, when they take 
on Lovat on September 26, with a 
2.30pm throw-up.

GLENURQUHART had no an-
swer to a powerful Newtonmore 
performance last week when they 
found themselves on the end of a 
4-0 scoreline. The Drumnadro-
chit men remain third in the 
league.

FORT WILLIAM ended up on 
the wrong end of 5-2 scoreline 
against Camanachd Cup finalists 
Kyles Athletic at An Aird last 
Saturday. Gordie MacKinnon 
bagged a brace for the Fort.

KINLOCHSHIEL made the 
long trip south to take on Oban 
Camanachd and returned home 
with a share of the points. Oliver 
MacRae was on target for ‘Shiel 
but an equaliser three mintues 
from time denied the visitors the 
two points.

Camanachd Cup finalists KY-
LES ATHLETIC warmed up for 
this weekend’s big match with 
a convincing win away to Fort 

William. A quickfire start by the 
men in royal blue saw them race 
into a two goal lead within three 
minutes of Ron Kennedy’s first 
whistle, thanks to strikes from 
Roddy MacDonald and Grant 
Irvine.

Fort hit back with a brace 
scored by Gordie MacKinnon to 
level matters by half-time.

Kyles rounded off a useful away 
victory with two late goals. Grant 
Irvine fired home his second on 
82 minutes before Dunky Kerr 
got in on the act with a goal of his 
own three minutes from time.

The result keeps the Kyles 
pressure on Newtonmore at the 
top of the table, with the Cowal 
side a point behind the league 
leaders - but Newtonmore have 
an important game in hand.

Camanachd Cup finalists LOVAT 
had no game last weekend and 
remain sixth in the premiership

KINGUSSIE recorded an 
impressie 4-1 home win over In-
veraray at the Dell last Saturday. 
On target for the Kings were 
Ryan Borthwick with a double, 
Fraser Munro and Savio Genini. 
Fraser Watt netted Inveraray’s 
consolation goal.

Fraser Watt scored a second half 
consolation for INVERARAY as 
they slumped to a 4-1 defeat at 
the Dell, Kingussie.

The result leaves Aray rooted 
to the foot of the table and, with 
relegation rivals Oban Cama-
nachd securing a point versus 
Kinlochshiel, the Fynesiders have 
just four games left to avoid the 
drop.

LOCHABER had no game last 
Saturday. The Spean Bridge 
side sit fifth in the league with 
15 points with two games still to 
play.

National Division
SKYE clinched promotion to the 
premiership with a hard-fought 
win against nearest rivals Kil-
mallie.  The home side took the 
lead though Liam MacDonald, 
but Willie Cowie equalised three 
mintues later. John Stewart re-
stored Kilmallie’s lead, but goals 
from Ian Nicolson, Jonathan 
Maclennan and  Jordan Mur-
chison ensured the islanders will 
be playing shinty in the top flight 
next season.

BALLACHULISH suffered the 
embarrassment of losing 11-0 
at the hands of Caberfeidh last 
weekend. Balla had no answer to 
the slick moving Cabers who were 
in rampant mood.

KILMALLIE  lost 4-2 to nearest 
rivals Skye in a pulsating game 
last Saturday. Liam MacDonald 
and John Stewart were the 
marksmen for the Caol outfit.

South Division One
GLENORCHY have a relegation 
battle on their hands after losing 
6-1 on Saturday against Kyles 
Athletic’s second side. 

Despite going into half-time 
all square at 1-1, Kyles managed 
to score five goals in the first 20 
minutes of the second half, leav-
ing Glenorchy bottom of the ta-
ble on two points, but with three 
games in hand on second-bottom 
Kilmory, also on two points. 

In Glenorchy’s next two fix-
tures, the two teams will face 
each other two weeks in a row, 
starting with a league game 
on September 26, at MacRae 
Park, then the following week 
in Dalmally, both with 2.30pm 
throw-ups. 

LOCHSIDE ROVERS had no 
game on Saturday, after oppo-
nents Strachur failed to field a 
team. 
 This Saturday, Rovers are in 
action against Inveraray at Gana-
van, with an early throw-up time 
of 11.30am, in time for the Ca-
manachd Cup final at Mossfield.

OBAN CELTIC have no game 
this weekend, with the Scottish 
Cup final at Mossfield dominat-
ing the fixture list. 

The green and whites man-
aged a 2-0 on Saturday against 
Kilmory at Ganavan, with Lee 
Askew putting Davie Hamilton’s 
side ahead in the 8th minute, 
and sealing the win with another 
strike on the hour mark. 

Hamilton said that, while the 
points were welcomed, he felt 
the side didn’t play as well as they 
could in the second half, and still 
lacked a reliable goalscorer. 

The South Division one is now 
a four-horse race, with Lochside 
Rovers, Inveraray, Oban and 
Bute all within two points of each 
other. Celtic will face Bute on 
September 26 at the Meadows, 
with a 3pm throw-up.

TAYNUILT lost 2-1 to Aberdour 
at the weekend, leaving them in 
7th place in the South Division 
One. 

Despite taking the lead in 
the 6th minute through Willie 
Neilson, Aberdour came back 
with goals in the 25th and 65th 
minutes to take the two points. 

Davie Thomson’s men will be 
hoping for a better result this 
Saturday, when they play hosts to 
bottom side Glenorchy, with an 
11.30am throw-up. 

INVERARAY’S second string 
endured defeat on the Isle of 
Bute on Saturday, denting their 
title hopes. A single goal before 
half-time by Bute’s James Craig 
was added to by three second-half 
strikes to leave Inveraray on the 
wrong end of a 4-0 loss.

KYLES put a stop to a recent run 
of poor results with a thumping 

6-1 home victory over league 
strugglers, Glenorchy. The visi-
tors held Kyles to 1-1 at half-time, 
but the home side pulled away 
with five second-half goals to 
allow Kyles to leapfrog Taynuilt 
into sixth place in the league. 
Glenorchy remain bottom of 
south division one.

KILMORY remain second 
bottom of the division following 
Saturday’s 2-0 defeat away to 
Oban Celtic. A Lee Askew 
double either side of half-time 
was enough to secure the points 
for the Oban outfit, who remain 
on course to mount a serious title 
challenge.
 Celtic sit just a point behind 
league leaders and local rivals 
Lochside Rovers, with five games 
each remaining.

It wasn’t all bad news for Kil-
mory, however, as Strachur were 
docked another two points - the 
club’s second such sanction of 
the season - for failing to field a 
team against Lochside in Oban, 
leaving Strachur just three points 
above Kilmory in the league with 
three games left.

BUTE travelled to take on 
Inveraray’s second team at the 
Winterton last Saturday and 
recorded an impressive 4-0 win. 
Netting for the islanders was 
James Craig (2), Neil MacKirdy 
and Gordon MacMillan

South Division Two
The big story of the day in south 
shinty was the league title victory 
by COL GLEN.

In what is believed to be the 
Glendaruel-based club’s first 
league title of any kind, the they 
won south division two in style.

The Glen made the short 
journey last weekend across the 
Kyles of Bute to play local rivals 
Bute as they clinched the crown. 

Goals from Hamish Harrison 
(2), Connor Kennedy (3), Steven 
MacKellar (3) and a James Dunn 
own goal saw the Cowal club 
cruise to a 9-1 victory.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY travelled to take 
on Skye last weekend, but they 
retuned home on the wrong end 
of a 4-1 scoreline. On targert for 
the Invergarry team was Daniel 
MacLennan

THE date for the Shinty Shop Great Glen School’s Shinty Sixes has 
been set for Tuesday, September 22 at Blairbeg Park, Drumnadrochit 
with a 12 noon start.

Teams from across the Highlands are expected to take part in this 
event with Kingussie high school looking to defend their title. Howev-
er, they will be up against stiff opposition from hosts Glen Urquhart 
high school and Charleston academy amongst others.

Date for Great Glen school’s Sixes
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, Sepetmber 17, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) 

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.57 1.2 07.39 3.8 13.57 1.2 19.44 3.8
Fri 02.21 1.4 08.08 3.6 14.25 1.4 20.11 3.6
Sat 02.43 1.5 08.40 3.5 14.58 1.6 20.42 3.4
Sun 03.18 1.7 09.20 3.3 15.44 1.8 21.23 3.2
Mon 04.15 1.9 10.14 3.1 16.54 1.9 22.22 3.0
Tues 05.47 1.9 11.56 3.0 18.21 1.9  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.28 2.8 07.13 1.8 14.20 3.2 19.46 1.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14

14

13

Thursday Sunny intervals with light showers
 Winds moderate north westely
 Temperatures 11°C to 14ºC.
Friday Cloudy with sunny intervals
 Winds moderate north westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 14ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Marathon

Moto3

Youth football

Saints youths’ 
results and fi xtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s no game; Under 14s 7, 
Baljaffray Inter 0. Scoring for 
Saints were Craig Millar (2), 
Jamie Forgrieve (2), Aidan 
MacPhee (2) and Aaron McKay. 
Under 15s 3 v Under 16s 12; 
Under 19s 1, Riverside Reds 4.
This weekend’s fixtures: 
Drumchapel v Under 13s; 
Ardencaple v Under 14s; Under 
15s v Dumbarton United; Under 
16s no game; Drumchapel 
United v Under 19s.

Football

Mini rugby

First Dalriada

Scottish AFL results 
and fi xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils 0, St Joseph’s FP 5; Oban 
Saints 3, Alba Thistle 1; Premier 
Division One - Easthall Star 5, 
Dunoon 3; Lochgilphead Red 
Star 1, Drumchapel Colts 4; 
Premier Division Two - Tarbert 
6, Duncanrig 4; Division One - 
FC Argyle 6, Dunoon Athletic 1.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Alba Thistle 
v Campbeltown Pupils, Oban 
Saints no game; Premier Division 
One - Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Ferguslie Star; Premier Division 
Two - Strathaven Dynamo v 
Tarbert. West of Scotland Cup 
first round - Dunoon v Busby; 
Dunoon Athletic v Chapelhall.  

THE ISLAY marathon takes 
place this Sunday and will feature 
the Ethiopian winner of the 2010 
Houston marathon amongst its 
entrants. 

Teshome Gelana, who set a 
course record of 2hours 7minutes 
in the American event five years 
ago, is one of four runners from 
the African country entering this 
year’s Islay event.   

The marathon will start at 
the Portnahaven village hall at 
7.30am and finish at the Ramsay 
hall, Port Ellen. 

There will be a free bus leaving 
Port Ellen at about 6am to pick 
up runners along the way to take 
them to the start. 

The entry fee for individual 
runners is £30, with relay teams 
of between two and four people 
allowed to take part at £40 per 
team. 

All runners will need to register 
on Saturday in Islay high school 
from 3.30pm onwards. 

The day will be rounded off with 
a ceilidh in the high school on the 
Sunday evening for all runners, 
volunteers and supporters. 

To get an entry form, contact 
Islay high school on 01496 810 
239.

Islay 
marathon
on Sunday

ISLE of Mull RFC hosted the 
first mini rugby Dalriada of the 
2015/16 season on Sunday.

Dalriada festivals are hosted 
throughout Argyll and Bute over 
the season as a vehicle to provide 
fixtures for mini rugby teams in 
the area.

Players from Oban, Etive 
Vikings and hosts Mull took part 
in an enjoyable day of rugby in 
glorious sunshine at Garmony.

Etive Vikings host the next 
Dalriada this Sunday from 
12noon in Taynuilt.

Oban Saints       3
Alba Thistle       1
SAFL Premier Division

‘We were very sluggish to start 
off  with but came more into 
things as the game wore on’

Craig MacEwan, No 8, is congratualated by his teammates after opening the scoring for Saints against 
Alba Thistle at Glencruitten last Saturday

Donnie Campbell takes on an 
Alba Thistle defender

HELENSBURGH sailor, Luke 
Patience, has been named in 
the British sailing team for the 
Olympics in Rio next year.

Luke is paired with Elliot 
Willis in the men’s 470. After 
taking home the silver in the 
same event at London 2012, 
Luke now has his eyes set firm-
ly on the gold.

Luke said: ‘It’s such an excit-
ing phone call to get and it just 
gets the wee butterflies going. 

‘You dream about a single 
thing for so many years of your 
life, certainly all of my adult 
life in my case, so to get the call 
saying you’re selected for the 
Olympics is just so good, such 
an honour. I’m always proud 
to don the Team GB shirt and 
here we go again. Round two, 
let’s fight.’

The pair only began sailing 
together a year ago and have 
already won the European 
Championships and the sailing 
World Cup in Miami.

Luke Patience and Elliot Willis will be at next year’s

Olympics

CONNEL’S John McPhee start-
ed the San Marino Grand Prix 
Moto3 race at Misano from 26th 
on the grid.

The RSF-backed rider ended 
what was his worst qualifying 
session of the season with a 1m 
43.986s lap that left him 1.5s 
adrift of pole.

John faced an uphill struggle 
with yet another difficult week-
end trying to make sense of his 
2015 RTG Honda and his lowly 
grid position.

After the start, John fell back 

to 27th – but recovered back into 
25th place – in the first lap as 
Bastianini took the lead, ahead of 
Brad Binder and Romano Fenati.

By lap eight of the 23 lap race, 
John had pushed up to 21st place 
and by lap 11 he had continued to 
advance and reached 19th.

Trade places
With six laps to go – and Miguel 

Oliveira leading the race – John 
had moved up to 18th, ahead of 
Darryn Binder, Hanika and Ono; 
with whom he continued to trade 
places over the remaining laps.

John eventually crossed the 
finish line in 19th position, while 
Bastianini took his maiden win 
on his home track.

John said: ‘It was a difficult 
race today. Starting from 26th 
position was always going to 
be hard. My pace felt okay, but 
really it was just a case of I was 
just too far back and, in the end, 
I tried to make the best position 
possible, but it was difficult.’

Sailing

SPEEEDSTER: John McPhee, No 17, in action during the San Marino Grand Prix in Misano. Photo: Bonnie Lane

SAINTS returned to winning 
ways against an impressive Alba 
Thistle side at Glencruitten last 
Saturday to lift themselves off 
the foot of the Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier Divi-
sion.

Manager, Alex Craik, had his 
plans thrown into disarray when 
goalkeeper, Thomas McCulloch, 
called off with a badly cut finger. 
Veteran net minder, David 
Dunlop, answered the call and 

it was a reassuring sight for the 
Saints faithful to see the vastly 
experienced keeper taking care 
of business between the posts 
once again.

Saints didn’t get the start they 
would have liked and, due to a 
lack of urgency, it was Alba who 
had the first clear-cut chance.

Thistle striker, Gordon Mer-
edith, edged his way in on goals 
and managed to get a shot away 
without a tackle being made, but 
just as well for Saints his shot 
trickled wide.

This might have been the wake- 
up call the Oban side needed.

Craig MacEwan almost opened 
the scoring in the 11th minute af-
ter getting on the end of a Lewis 
Cameron cross, but he couldn’t 
keep his header down and the 
ball drifted over the bar.

Saints then had the best chance 
of the game when David McAr-
thur powered down the right 
-hand side, beat his man to the 
byline and drilled in a teasing low 
cross that found Craig MacEwan, 
who was at full stretch, but he 
couldn’t get enough on the ball to 
direct it into the net.

Alba striker, Gordon Meredith, 
who was a thorn in the flesh all 
afternoon, found himself with 
only David Dunlop to beat after 
a diagonal cross caught the Oban 
defence by surprise, but it too 

caught the Alba front man by 
surprise as the ball deflected off 
his thigh for a goal kick.

Saints composed themselves 
and created a chance of their 
own. Some good passing play and 
a dazzling run from Lewis Cam-
eron allowed the Saints striker to 
get a shot on goal.

At the other end, David Dunlop 
was forced into making a fine 
diving save from a 25-yard shot 
from Jonathan McKay

Lewis Cameron then tested 
the Alba keeper from a similar 
distance, but his free kick was 
struck down the middle and the 
keeper was able to punch the ball 
to safety.

The D & K Lafferty-sponsored 
Saints started to take the game 
to Alba and were passing the ball 
about well and created a couple 
of reasonable chances.

The pressure eventually paid 
off  with Saints opening the scor-
ing five minutes before half-time 
through Craig MacEwan.

The Saints man hit a shot from 
just outside the box which flew 
into the corner of the net leaving 
keeper, Craig Thomson, with no 
chance.

However, the lead didn’t last 
long and Alba equalised just 

before half-time after Saints 
struggled to clear their lines.

Marc MacCallum tried to head 
clear from deep inside his own 
box, but his clearance landed at 
the feet of Gordon Meredith who 
was on hand to toe the ball into 
the back of the net - a bad goal for 
Saints to lose.

The first half ended 1-1, but it 
was a determined-looking Saints 
outfit that took the field in the 
second half and, after some good 
play on the right-hand side, Lew-
is Cameron whipped in a great 
cross for Craig MacEwan to head 
the ball home for his second goal 
of the day to make the score 2-1.

History nearly repeated itself 
and Alba almost equalised 
straight away, hitting the cross- 
bar from a long-range shot.

Alba then had another oppor-

tunity to level the score when a 
free kick was whipped into the 
box and made its way through a 
sea of bodies, landing in front of 
the unmarked Iain Milne, but he 
couldn’t direct his shot on target 
and the ball went wide.

Saints were starting to get back 
on top after a good spell from 
the visitors and thought they had 
scored a third goal when Donnie 
Campbell rose at the back post to 
head the ball home. But referee, 
John Stobo, who had a good 
game, ruled the goal out for a 
bit of pushing from the Saints 
midfielder

Saints killed the game off in 
the 79th minute when Craig 
MacEwan and Scott Maitland 
combined on the left-hand side to 
send Marc MacCallum powering 
his way to the byline. The Saints 

skipper then cut the ball back 
for Myles McAuley, who calmly 
slotted the ball into the bottom 
corner of the net to make the 
final score 3-1.

Oban Saints manager, Alex 
Craik, said: ‘We were very slug-
gish to start off with but came 
more into things as the game 
wore on. Alba were a good side, 
but I think we probably just about 
edged it and fully deserved the 
three points in the end.’

Due to West Cup ties, Saints 
have no game this Saturday. The 
Oban side received a bye into 
the second round where they 
will take on the winners of East 
Kilbride RR or Clydebank.

Saints side have been drawn 
at home to Millbeg Villa in the 
second round of the Scottish 
Amateur Cup.

Shinty Memories quiz on eve of Camanachd Cup fi nal
THIS Friday evening, before shinty’s showpiece 
game the SSE Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup Fi-
nal, being held at Mossfield Stadium, Oban, a new 
quiz will test the memories of players and fans.

‘A Question of Shinty’ will be held in the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls at 7.30pm, and will be 
hosted by Hugh Dan MacLennan, who will be 
commentating on the match live for BBC 2 Scot-
land the following day.

‘Entries are being invited from teams of three or 

four for the quiz which will take the form of mul-
tiple choice questions based on archive material 
relating to shinty. There will be about ten rounds 
in the competition with a trophy and prizes being 
supplied by Alzheimer Scotland’s Shinty Memories 
team.

Team entries should be sent to Michael White at 
mwhite@alzscot.org 

Shinty



Established 1861  No 8268 Thursday 17 September, 2015 www.obantimes.co.uk 80 pence

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

TIMESLINE

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

AN AWARD-WINNING 
musician narrowly avoided 
jail at Fort William sheriff 
court this week, after she 
admitted driving while almost 
seven times over the alcohol 
limit. 

Mary Ann Turner, better 
known by her maiden name 
of Kennedy, drove to her 
home village of Ardgour from 
Inverness on the afternoon 
of August 27 and pulled into 
a layby just metres from her 
home to drink a bottle of wine, 
before attempting to continue 
her journey, the court heard 
on Tuesday (September 15). 

The 47-year-old, who lives 
at Watercolour Music, a 
production company and 
recording studio she shares 
with her husband, was fined 
£1,300 and banned from 
driving for four years. Turner, 
who has won gold medals 
at the Royal National Mòd 

THE FUNERAL of Kelly MacDon-
ald was to be held yesterday 
(Wednesday) after she lost her 
battle with cancer. 

Friends of the 29-year-old 
raised thousands of pounds 
through a number of events, 
including a walk up Ben Nevis, 
to fund private health care for 
the Fort William hairdresser. 

Kelly passed away last 
Wednesday (September 9) 
after what family members 
called a ‘brave and dignifi ed 
fi ght’. It is thought the money 
raised will now be donated to 
local charities. The funeral was 
due to be held at St John’s RC 
church in Caol.

FINED AND BANNED: Mary 
Ann Turner, also known as 

Kennedy, drove almost seven 
times over the alcohol limit 

BRAVE AND DIGNIFIED: Kelly 
MacDonald 

Young hairdresser 
loses `brave fi ght’ 

Drink drive Gaelic singer 
narrowly avoids jail term

SOCIAL media incriminated 
a man who burnt out a car on a 
Lochaber forestry road. 

Stephen Graham was identified 
to police after his friend posted 
pictures of him driving a car 
without a licence or insurance 
and then setting fire to it near 
Kinlochleven on March 3, Fort 
William sheriff court heard on 
Tuesday. 

The 19-year-old, who appeared 
from Grampian prison, pleaded 
guilty at an earlier hearing and 
was remanded in custody until 
sentencing this week. 

Procurator fiscal, Michelle 
Molley, said Graham, of Brown 
Street in Balloch, had driven 
the car from an address in Fort 
William to the forestry road near 
Kinlochleven and his passenger 
showed police pictures of the blaze 
and of Graham driving the car, 
which he had posted to Facebook 
and Snapchat. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
sentenced Graham to eight months 
in prison. He said: ‘This is both 
a curious state of affairs and a 
dangerous state of affairs. The 
forest could have been damaged 
as could anyone or anything in the 
vicinity and there’s a car which is 
completely destroyed.’ 

AN ELECTRICIAN working on a new 
primary school in Fort William was drunk on 
the job, the town’s sheriff court heard this week. 

Gary Milligan had so much alcohol the night 
before, he was still almost four times over the 
drink drive limit when he was tested at mid- 
morning on June 27, sheriff Richard Davidson 
heard on Tuesday (September 15). 

The 33-year-old, of Stobo in East Kilbride, 
was charged with driving under the influence 
of alcohol, without insurance and with only a 
provisional driver’s licence, as well as taking 
the car without the owner’s permission. 

Milligan had 82 microgrammes of alcohol in 
100 millilitres of breath, exceeding the limit 
of 22 microgrammes in the same amount of 

breath, when he was traced by police at Ross 
Place in Fort William.  

He admitted all charges at a previous 
hearing and sentencing had been deferred for 
background reports. 

Sheriff Davidson fined Milligan £800 and 
banned him from driving for 18 months. 

He said: ‘It’s disturbing that you were still 
so far over the limit by mid-morning from 
drinking the night before. 

‘You know better than me the risks of the type 
of work you do and the danger of not being in 
full possession of your wits and I don’t think the 
council would be pleased about you working 
on a school in the condition you were in,’ the 
sheriff added.

A YOUNG woman who made numerous 
hoax calls to emergency services and 
sent abusive messages to police has 
been remanded in custody. 

Elizabeth Gibson, who was living in 
the Camaghael area of Fort William, 
phoned 999 up to 10 times a day in 
August this year and sent offi  cers social 
media messages, calling them off ensive 
names and telling one he was ‘s*** at his 
job’, Fort William sheriff  court heard on 
Tuesday.  The 18-year-old pleaded guilty 
to the charges at a previous hearing 
but sentencing was deferred until this 
week for a psychiatric report, which was 
still not available on Tuesday.  Sheriff  
Richard Davidson deferred sentencing 
again until October 13 and remanded 
Gibson in custody until then. He said: 
‘This behaviour is patently not normal.’ 

A PRISONER who assaulted a policeman 
and attempted to bite security staff  
will spend another 160 days in jail, Fort 
William sheriff  court heard this week. 

Luke Mobsby pleaded guilty to the 
off ences when he appeared from 
custody on Tuesday.

Sheriff  Richard Davidson heard the 
21-year-old became aggressive when 
he received a custodial sentence in the 
same court on June 23 and assaulted 
two men, as well as attempting to 
elbow and bite them.  Mobsby is already 
serving a prison sentence for another 
off ence, with an earliest release date 
of December 31. Sheriff  Davidson said: 
‘I cannot tolerate  the assault of police 
and security staff  while they work. I 
would be failing in my duty if a custodial 
sentence wasn’t lodged.’  

MORE than £10,000 has been 
invested in projects and charities 
across Ardnamurchan, thanks to 
a hydro electric scheme on the 
peninsula. 

Since the project was set up by 
Carnoch Hydro Community Fund 
in 2009, the profits have supported 
projects including Ardnamurchan 
high school students’ Duke of Ed-
inburgh Award courses, Strontian 
primary school swimming lessons 
and helping the Burach Gaelic 
Choir attend the Royal National 
Mòd. The hydro site, at the head 
of Loch Sunart, is now worth 
more than £1,500 per year to the 
Ardnamurchan community. 

Alistair Maclennan of RWE 
Innogy UK, the company support-
ing the scheme, said: ‘Reaching the 
£10,000 landmark is a significant 
milestone for the Carnoch Hydro 
Community Fund. 

‘We are delighted to be support-
ing those communities hosting our 
projects.’ 

WORK will start next week 
two build new bridges on the 
Great Glen Way.

A Highland council spokes-
woman said the existing 
structures, both in Inver-
lochy,  have reached the end 
of their safe lifespan.

The local authority also 
advised the public to com-
ply with safety signs and 
contractor’s instructors for 
the duration of the work, 
expected to last six weeks. 

LOCHABER MP Ian Blackford 
has called for more to be 
done to help refugees 
fl eeing Syria.

Speaking after a debate 
in the House of Commons 
on the matter, the new MP, 
who also covers Ross and 
Skye, said: ‘MPs have been 
inundated with off ers of 
help from constituents and 
local voluntary groups. 

‘The people of this country 
understand the importance 
of helping people less 
fortunate than yourself.’ 

Time added on  Caller in custody  New train vow

Social media 
snares driver

Power project 
boosts coffers

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

AWARD-WINNING MUSICIAN FOUND SLUMPED OVER WHEEL ALMOST SEVEN TIMES OVER LIMIT

for her traditional Scottish 
music, had pleaded guilty 
at a previous hearing, but 
sentencing had been deferred 
for background reports. 

Procurator fiscal, Michelle 
Molley, told the court that 
Turner had been found 
slumped over her steering 
wheel, with her car partially 
blocking the road, four and a 
half miles north of Ardgour 
on the A861. Ms Molley also 
said her driving had been so 
erratic, a passing man stopped 
another approaching driver to 
warn him of the danger. 

She said: ‘When the man 
who had been warned 
approached the car it was 
stationary, partially blocking 
the road, and he recognised 
the accused. 

‘He attempted to 
communicate with the 
accused but she was slumped 
over the steering wheel, 
smelling of alcohol and 
responding in an incoherent 
fashion. He assisted her into 

the rear of his own vehicle 
and phoned the emergency 
services.’ 

When a test was carried out 
by police, Turner was found 
to have 148 microgrammes 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres 
of breath, almost seven times 
the limit of 22 microgrammes 
of alcohol in 100 millilitres of 
breath. She also pleaded guilty 
to driving without insurance, 
as it was her husband’s car she 
committed the offence in.

This was Turner’s second 
drink driving offence, after 
being previously convicted in 
August 2005. 

Defending solicitor, Clare 
Russell, said her client had 
received upsetting news on 
her way home from Inverness, 
so stopped in Fort William 
to buy a bottle of wine with 
the intention of drinking it at 
home, but received another 
upsetting phone call shortly 
afterwards, when she decided 
to pull in and drink the wine. 

She added: ‘She [Turner] 

works extremely hard and is 
well known in the Gaelic music 
community. She is extremely 
sorry for her actions. This was 
the first time she had driven 
since her last offence in 2005.’ 

During sentencing, sheriff 
Richard Davidson said he 
considered a prison sentence 
but instead chose to fine 
Turner. 

He also refused the fiscal’s 
request to have the £11,000 
car seized as it is the property 
of her husband. 

He said: ‘That this should 
happen on the first day you 
have driven seems unlikely. 

‘The bottom line is you were 
close to your home under 
the influence, another five 
minutes of driving and you 
would have been home. 

‘It’s bad enough to have one 
[drink driving] conviction 
never mind manage another 
one, although there was a gap 
of 10 years. You were a danger 
to yourself and a danger to 
anyone else using the road.’

Electrician drunk on the 
job after driving to work 

Work to start on 
two new bridges

THE SLEEPER train service from Fort 
William to London is to be ‘trans-
formed’, a boss for operator Serco 
told Lochaber Chamber of Commerce. 

Caledonian Sleeper managing 
director, Peter Strachan, said new bed 
linen and toiletry packs have already 
been introduced since Serco took over 
the service in April. He added that up-
graded technology will be introduced 
in new carriages in the next few years: 
‘At the moment we are working with 
40-year-old rolling stock, so what we 
can do is more limited than we would 
like. The new trains will also feature 
Wi-Fi and charging points for laptops, 
phones and tablets. We understand 
these are now vital for business and 
leisure guests and are looking at ways 
to introduce them as soon as we can.’

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
Rhoda Grant is appealing to 
constituents to sign up as 
bone marrow donators. 

She said the Anthony 
Nolan register can match 
donors to blood cancer pa-
tients in what could be their 
last chance of survival.

Ms Grant said: ‘I am pleased 
to support the Anthony 
Nolan cause.  

‘To potential donors, I 
would say, what better gift 
can you give than the gift of 
life?’ 

More help 
needed for 
refugees

Appeal to 
donate bone 
marrow

2015
Camanachd 

cup fi nal

Spean Bridge
spaniels are 
on the ball 

Primary  
  ones     in the picture
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Ambitious targets to reduce carbon emissions by 
42% by 2020 and to deliver 11% of heating from 
renewable energy places Scotland at the forefront of 
the UK’s efforts in tackling climate change. Local 
company Renewables Now are keen to contribute 
with the help of their customers and say that using 
a more sustainable fuel or monitoring your heat and 
energy use could make a huge difference to the way 
your home demands and supplies energy.

Simple changes like improving insulation, fitting 
heating controls or installing a renewable heating 
system can all help to lower carbon emissions and 
meet these ambitious targets. 

The Scottish Government is keen to achieve these 
targets and has put funding in place such as an 
interest free loan to help with the initial costs of a 
renewable installation. In 2014 the UK Government 
launched the Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive, a 
scheme that over a 7 year period will pay consumers 
for the amount of renewable energy they produce. 
With this incentive already proving to be popular it is 
likely that by 2020 Scotland will be delivering a grow-
ing percentage of its heating from renewable sources 
and these homeowners will pay significantly less for 
their energy bills than their energy casual neighbours 
who chose not make the change to a more sustainable 
form of heating.

To find out more call Renewables Now on 01631 
720587 or visit their Barcaldine-based showroom and 
see how switching to a more sustainable heating system 
could make a positive impact to your home and help 
towards a lower carbon future for Scotland. 

*From October 5th 2015 all households with a 
biomass heating system will have to source their fuel 
from a supplier registered on the Biomass Suppliers 
List (BSL) in order to continue to claim the Renewa-
ble Heat Incentive (RHI). 

The best way to check if you are already using an 
approved fuel is to call your supplier directly or visit 
biomass-suppliers-list.service.gov.uk/find-a-fuel to 
enter your postcode and find an approved supplier 
in your area.

Renewable 
Heating 
The aff ordable, 

sustainable alternative

ADVERTORIAL

HOUSEHOLDERS in the 
Highlands and islands could 
be set for a rise in electricity 
charges under a new policy. 

Consumers in the north, who 
already pay a two per cent sur-
charge compared to elsewhere 
in Scotland, will bear the brunt 
of the Scottish government’s 
National Marine Plan, which 
could see additional protection 
given to subsea electricity 
cables, the cost of which will 

A MAN from Benbecula is behind 
bars after being convicted of 
attacking a woman on the island. 

Angus MacDonald stabbed Anne 
Stewart once with a knife at a 
house in Griminish on January 2 of 
this year.

The 49-year-old, of Churchill, 
also in the Griminish area, had 
originally faced an allegation of 
attempted murder but, after a trial 
at the High Court in Glasgow last 
week, MacDonald was found guilty 
of the reduced charge of assault.

The jury ruled that he had acted 
under provocation.

Judge Kenneth MacIver remand-
ed MacDonald as he deferred 
sentencing until later this month 
for reports.

He told MacDonald: ‘This is a 
serious matter and I will have to 
impose a custodial sentence.’

The court heard how the woman 
had initially hit MacDonald during 
a drunken row. He then grabbed a 
knife and lashed out at his victim, 
who he had known for 12 years.

Following the incident, the victim 
required to have a chest drain 
inserted into her wound, which 
was described as potentially life- 
threatening.

MacDonald had denied the 
attack and had lodged a special 
defence of self-defence.

The jury was told the woman has 
since left Benbecula.

POLICE in Lochaber are appeal-
ing for information about the 
following crimes in the area:

During the morning of 
September 10, an iPod touch, 
money and make up was stolen 
from a school bag in the female 
changing rooms at Lochaber 
high school. 

Sometime between 9pm on 
Thursday September 10 and 
9am the following morning, 
the window of a green Ford Fo-
cus car was smashed at Middle 
Street car park, Fort William.

In the early hours of Friday 
September 11 the door mirror 
of a Volkswagen Scirrocco car 
was damaged at Alma Road, 
Fort William. 

Anyone with information 
regarding these crimes is asked 
to contact police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
via 0800555111 or online at 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org. 

THE FLAG of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar was flown at half-mast 
on Friday, in memory of a former 
councillor who died on the same 
day, aged 93.

Malcolm MacFarlane was a 
member of the local authority 
between 1986 and 1994 and 
served as chairman of the housing 
committee. 

Norman MacDonald, comhairle 
convenor, said: ‘Our thoughts are 
with the family, particularly his 
wife Christina and their three 
daughters, Frances, Kate and 
Laura.’

Items snatched 
from school bag

TIMESLINEBenbecula 
man guilty   
of stabbing   

Subsea cable work will push up 
prices in Highlands and islands

be reflected in electricity bills 
across the region. 

Representatives of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar attended a 
consultation held by Scottish 
and Southern Energy Power 
Distribution last week to raise 
concerns about the added 
charges, as the region already 
has the highest levels of fuel 
poverty in the country. 

Alasdair Macleod, chairman 
of the comhairle’s sustainable 
development committee, said: 
‘It was hugely concerning to 
hear about these new policies, 
the potential costs arising 

from them and the fact that 
consumers in the Outer 
Hebrides and the north of 
Scotland will have to pick up 
the cost. 

‘Electricity bills in the Outer 
Hebrides are already excessive 
and further costs will simply 
push people further into fuel 
poverty.  

‘Fuel poverty levels in the 
Outer Hebrides presently stand 
at 71 per cent and additional 
costs on bills will only further 
exacerbate this.’

A spokesman for SSE 
confirmed a change in the way 

electricity cables are laid and 
protected would mean higher 
costs: ‘These policies may 
require us to change our long-
established approach. 

‘Such a change would 
require significant additional 
capital expenditure, which 
will ultimately be paid for by 
electricity consumers on the 
Scottish islands and across 
the north of Scotland under 
current arrangements.’

A Scottish government 
spokesperson was unavailable 
for comment on the plan, 
but a statement was released 

on Monday which said £224 
million is to be invested in 
insulation to reduce fuel 
poverty across the country. 

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said: ‘Nothing 
is more important to me 
than responding to the real 
pressures that individuals and 
families across Scotland face. 

‘Through this scheme, the 
Scottish government will 
deliver the best possible help to 
thousands of people blighted 
by fuel poverty, struggling to 
keep their homes warm and 
pay their energy bills.’

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

TWO FURRY volunteers 
have been helping to fund-
raise for a Lochaber golf 
club by collecting thousands 
of balls from the outskirts of 
the course. 

Springer spaniels, Linnhe 
and Palla, spend their daily 
walks at the Spean Bridge 
green hunting for lost balls 
and bringing them to own-
ers, Pat and Colin Davidson, 
who then clean them and 
return them to the golf club 
to be sold for club funds. 

The two-year-old dogs col-
lected more than 3,000 balls 
when they were puppies and 
Colin, who is president of 

A PENSIONER is to sell a 
house he gifted to relatives to 
pay back more than £23,000 in 
fraudulently claimed benefits. 

Charles Wright, of Larch 
Cottage in Strontian, told the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) he only had 
savings of just over £4,000 and 
owned no properties, despite 
owning two houses in Fort 
William which he later sold for 
£293,000. 

This allowed the 72-year-old 
to fraudulently claim benefits 
of £24,340.52 between March 
2008 and June 2012. He will 
now sell another property in 
Caol, which he had previously 
given to family, to repay the 
sum. 

Wright appeared for sen-
tencing at Fort William sheriff 
court on Tuesday (September 
15) after pleading guilty at a 
previous hearing. 

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
deferred sentencing until 
November 10 to allow an eval-
uation of the house, thought to 
be worth around £130,000, but 
said Wright must pay £3,000 
before this date. 

He said: When you return I 
want £3,000 to be in the hands 
of a third party and I want 
to know what is happening 
in relation to the sale of the 
property.’

MORE than 20 tonnes of 
rubbish and metal has been 
cleared from the hills of 
Glencoe. 

Thirty-six bags of old 
steel from tows, lift cables, 
electrical wire and rotten 
timber were airlifted from 
Meall a Bhuiridh as part of a 
massive clean up by Glencoe 
Mountain Resort, ski clubs 
and volunteers. 

The junk had  built up as 
a result of storm damage 
during the 60 years of the 
mountain resort’s operation 
but couldn’t be removed 
without a helicopter. 

Andy Meldrum, managing 
director of the resort, said: 
‘It’s brilliant that we have 
been able to make a start 
on ensuring that the simply 
stunning Glencoe landscape 
is a little cleaner today than 
it was before. There is still 
lots of work to do, but rest 
assured that this is only the 
start and we will be doing 
our utmost over the coming 
years to continue this pro-
cess. A massive thanks to 
everyone who contributed.’

BENEFIT FRAUDSTER: 
Charles Wright

Pensioner faced with selling family home 

Tonnes of rubbish 
cleared off  Glencoe 

Flag lowered 
in memory of 
ex-councillor   

IN THE MONEY: Colin 
Davidson with his springer 

spaniels, Linnhe and 
Palla, who have collected 
thousands of balls from 
Spean Bridge golf club

the golf club, thinks they 
have found thousands more 
since.

He said: ‘I was keeping 
track of how many they 
found for the first year and 
then I lost count there were 
so many. My wife, Pat, took 
them a walk around the 
course recently and they 
came back with 40 from just 
one walk.

‘I have no idea how much 
money has been raised from 
recycling the balls because it 
all goes in with the kitchen 
fund, but I think it must be a 
reasonable amount.’ 

The spaniel sisters have 
been so eager in their bid to 
collect the golf balls, their 
owners have had to train 
them not to steal them from 
the course during games.

Colin said: ‘We’re training 
them so they know only to 
take them from the rough 
and they’re getting good 
now. 

‘They’re quite famous 
around the club and the 
village for running around 
collecting the balls.’ 

Spean spaniels 
are on the ball 
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The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Scottish Field
Large   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar U.K. inc P&P

£11.95

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

£11.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE
Oban lifeboat in 
cabin cruiser call

Fish farmers win

excellence awards

MP calling time 
on lording it up

Duke opens doors 
to unique archive

OBAN RNLI lifeboat, Mora Edith 
MacDonald, was called out on 
Monday to aid a cabin cruiser in 
distress on Loch Linnhe. 

The 24ft vessel was adrift after 
its engine had failed and was 
taking on water. 

The lifeboat took the vessel 
under tow, and a volunteer 
crew member boarded it to 
off er assistance. They proceed-
ed to Dunstaff anage Marina, 
where the passengers were 
taken off  the cabin cruiser.

SCOTTISH Sea Farms scooped 
two top prizes at  the Highlands 
and Islands business excellence 
awards last Friday.

It won the Benromach award 
for excellence in international 
business. And in collaboration 
with Marine Harvest, it also 
won the ScotRail business 
direct award.

WESTERN Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil has called on the 
Labour Party to help scrap 
the House of Lords. 

A new poll claims that 67 
per cent of Scots want West-
minster’s second chamber  to 
be abolished.

The SNP MP said: ‘Scottish 
lords cost the taxpayer over 
£2 million a year. It’s time to 
scrap the House of Lords’

THE DUKE of Argyll is open-
ing up his unique archive to 
the public on September 26 
- for one day only.

Guided tours at Inveraray 
castle will give the public 
an opportunity to view the 
archive’s Argyll heritage. 

Second trial starts for Billy
BUT UK GOVERNMENT UNABLE TO SPEED UP THE LEGAL PROCESS IN INDIA DESPITE LOCAL MAN’S TWO-YEAR ORDEAL

TV star Lorraine has them reeling with her early bird visit
AN EARLY morning visit to 
Oban from one of Scotland’s 
favourite TV personalities saw 
an impromptu ceilidh raise funds 
for charity, writes Louise Glen.

Lorraine Kelly, presenter of the 
popular ITV’s ‘Lorraine’ show, 
met BID4Oban in their offices, 
at 3.30am on Saturday morning.

Neil MacKay, events manager 
for the business improvement 
group, said: ‘The early morning 
call saw a small group of locals 
welcoming Lorraine to Oban 
for her round Scotland 24-hour 
danceathon in aid of the STV 
appeal.  

‘We didn’t get wind of this until 
late on in the arrangements which 
ruled out any licensed venues, so 
we put together a suitable cosy 
ceilidh to encourage her on the 
journey. We were pleased that 
Sue and Gordon Porter from the 
Scottish country dance society 
kept us all in step. 

‘Girls from Dunollie gifted  
some Dalriada charms and local 
entertainer, Ted Heath, along 
with  myself serenaded Lorraine 
with an old song called “Kelly”, 
which she said she had never 

THE legal battle to clear Connel 
sailor, Billy Irving, of gun-run-
ning charges and reunite him 
with his partner and baby son got 
under way again in the Indian 
Supreme Court on Monday.
 Having been told that the case 
against him and his fellow crew 
members was quashed at Madras 
high court in July 2014, Indian 
state police applied for a retrial. 
  The case was reopened on Mon-
day, ending an agonising delay of 
two years.

Billy Irving and five other 
British sailors were employed 
to provide anti-piracy patrols 
on a ship operated by US firm, 
AdvanFort, when it strayed into 
Indian waters in 2013. 

They were charged in October 
12, 2013 after 35 semi-automatic 
weapons and 5,700 rounds of am-
munition were found on board 
the MV Seaman Guard Ohio 

It later transpired the ship had 
been given permission to shelter 
in the waters during a cyclone.

Billy and his colleagues have 
maintained their innocence from 
the very start of the legal process. 

Now the former solider, who 
comes originally from Camp-
beltown, hopes that he might be 
home for Christmas to spend 
time with his fiancée, Yvonne 
MacHugh, 27, and baby boy 
William, seven months, whom he 
has only seen once since his birth 
in February. 

The trial is expected to last 
for a number of weeks and, if 
Billy and his fellow crewmen are 
acquitted as expected, it may 

still take months before he can 
return home. The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
will have to apply to the state 
police for the men’s passports, 

which they currently hold.
However, the UK government 

has said it cannot speed up or in-
terfere in the Indian legal process 
and therefore will need to wait 
for the trial to take place before 
offering support to the men. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
confirmed that both the Prime 
Minister, David Cameron, and 
the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Secretary, Philip Hammond, had 
raised the matter with Indian 
ministers, as had the country’s 
High Commissioner, Shrikanth 
Ranjan Mathai.

Billy, once a star player for Ta-
ynuilt shinty club, told the Oban 
Times: ‘The FCO say they have 
raised our case at the highest 
level now for nearly two years.  

‘It shows you that just raising 
our case has done nothing and 
they will not interfere at all even 

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

when we have proved our human 
rights have been violated’. Billy 
and his fellow defendants say 
this is verified by letters from 
Indian lawyers, campaign  group 
Human Rights at Sea and other 
organisations.

He continued: ‘But the FCO 
reply is they will not help and 
will not investigate it until it is all 
over.

‘For two years our human 
rights have been violated and 
the UK government is happy to 
let our human rights continue to 
be violated for however long this 
fiasco will go on for.

‘At last the trial has started. 
The Supreme Court is held 
on three days a week, Monday 
Tuesday and Wednesday, so it is 
a slow process.

‘On the first day of court, the 
charges were read out.’ 

Parachute regiment veteran 
Billy, 35, added: ‘On Monday, 
we obviously gave a reply of “not 
guilty” to all charges.

‘I am hoping it will all be over 
with before December and that I 
get home for Christmas. 

‘I really want to say a massive 
thank you to everyone for their 
support. 

‘It has been really helpful when 
I am out here.’

Alongside Billy, 28 other men 
were on patrol when they were 
arrested. 

The UK nationals also facing 
charges are Nick Dunn from 
Ashington, Northumberland, 
John Armstrong of Wigton, 
Cumbria, Ray Tindall from 
Chester, Paul Towers from 
Pocklington, east Yorkshire and 
Nicholas Simpson from Catter-
ick in north Yorkshire.

heard before. Lorraine and her 
film crew received suitable suste-
nance to help them on their long 
stint. It was good that STV had 
selected a number of the Oban 
“shots” for its social media site.’

(Pictured above) Lorraine 
Kelly is ‘serenaded’ by Ted 

Heath as the crooner ousts 
rival Neil MacKay for the TV 

star’s attention. (Pictured 
right) Neil, Lorraine and Ted PHOTOGRAPHS: KEVIN McGLYNN

HOME THOUGHTS:  
Billy with his fi ancée, Yvonne, 

and their little boy, William



Thursday 17 September, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
FW

TIMESLINEBenchmark memorial for popular ex-captain
AN OBAN carpenter 
has built a memorial 
bench for the former 
captain of Glencruitten 
golf club who died last 
year, writes Steven Rae. 

Michael Acey was 
asked to make the bench 
for James Forgrieve, 
known as Larry, who was 
a member of the club for 
70 years, until he died in 
April last year. 

Larry’s cousin, also 
called James Forgrieve, 
said: ‘It’s absolutely 
lovely, excellent. 

I’m delighted with it, 
and it’s a beautiful piece 
of work which has done 
Larry proud. 

‘It shows how appreci-
ated he was here at the 
golf club, of which he was 
a member for 70 years, 
including as captain in 
1967 and 1968. 

‘Thanks to Michael for 
his great workmanship. 
It’s a fitting tribute to 

Larry, who was a legend 
in Oban, and especially 
at the golf club.’ 

The bench will be 
a centre piece of a 
memorial garden which 
is being constructed in 
Larry’s memory, and is 
due to be completed in 
the coming months.

Michael said: ‘James 
asked me to build it 
after the other members 
recommended me. 

‘I’ve recently set up a 
workshop underneath 
Farmfoods, so was hap-
py to help.’

FITTING TRIBUTE:
From left on bench: 

Neil MacDougall, 
Michael Acey and 
colleague Paddy 

Larmour, and James 
Forgrieve, surround-

ed by fellow golf 
club members

AN OBAN man who sent 143 
explicit text messages to a teenage 
boy will be sentenced next month. 

Brian MacLennan, 47, previously 
pleaded guilty on August 4 at 
Oban sheriff court to sending the 
messages to the 15-year-old youth, 
who had obtained the guilty man’s 
phone number from a toilet wall in 
a supermarket in the town.

Sentence was deferred on Ma-
cLennan, whose address was given 
as a caravan on Barranrioch Farm, 
Glencruitten, when he appeared at 
Oban sheriff court on Tuesday. 

The court heard that on August 11 
of last year the teenager, who was 
holidaying in Oban at the time with 
his father and brother, obtained a 
phone number from graffiti written 
on a wall in the gents’ toilets of a 
local supermarket.

There was a suggestion by whoev-
er left the message that if anyone 
was looking for a sexual relation-
ship, they should contact the phone 
number scribbled on the wall. 

The teenager responded and 
sent the first messages and then 
continued with questions such as, 
‘Are you into guys?’ and ‘Are you 
gay?’ MacLennan was said to have 
responded graphically, asking the 
15-year-old boy, ’What are you 
into?’

Over the course of 14 hours 
between August 11 and 12, Ma-
cLennan sent 143 messages, which 
became more graphic and explicit, 
with a similar number sent in reply 
by the boy.

Police were contacted after the 
boy’s 17-year-old brother snatched 
the phone and read the texts, alert-
ing their father.

When Sheriff Ruth Anderson  QC 
asked MacLennan on Tuesday if he 
had put his number on the wall, his 
defence soliciltor, Laura McManus, 
said: ‘He does not accept he did 
that.’ Sheriff Anderson replied: ‘I’m 
afraid to say I’m finding that really 
difficult to believe, given what then 
took place. 

‘If you had not known your 
number was on the wall then your 
reaction to the first message would 
have been totally different.’

Deferring sentence until October 
26 for further social work reports, 
she added: ‘It is very important 
whether you find it embarrassing, 
whether you are ashamed or wish 
none of this had happened, that you 
speak fully and frankly to social 
workers. 

‘You have pleaded guilty to this 
charge and you have to be open and 
honest.’

THE Scottish Rural Parlia-
ment has announced that the 
Rockfield Centre in Oban is the 
winner of the Rural Innovators 
Award 2015-16 for land.

Oban Communities Trust com-
pleted the community purchase 
of the building in less than a 
year and intends to breathe 21st 
century life into the B-listed 
Victorian building. 

National co-ordinator of the 
Scottish Rural Parliament, 
Emma Cooper, said: ‘The Rock-
field Centre is a fantastic project 
and a great example of rural 
innovation in the land field. 

‘This project received almost 
50 per cent of votes in the public 
poll and has therefore won an 
all-expenses paid place to attend 
the Scottish Rural Parliament 
2016 to showcase their project to 
delegates whom we are sure will 
be extremely interested in this 
exciting enterprise.’

Gordon McNab, chairman of 
Oban Communities Trust, said: 
‘We are so delighted to have 
won this award which gives us 

national recognition at a very 
early stage. 

‘This is indeed a hugely in-
novative project driven for and 
by the community and gaining 
this award shows the public are 
wholeheartedly behind the plans 
for the Rockfield centre.’

This award 
shows the 
public is 
whole-
heartedly 
behind the 
plans 
”

Gordon McNab

A WINDOW cleaner who was 
caught driving his van while 
under the influence of heroin 
has been disqualified from 
driving for three years.  

Graham Leith, 35, from 
Seaside Park, Ardishaig, was 
arrested on March 16 this year, 
after police spotted him sitting 
behind the wheel of his parked 
vehicle in a layby on the A816, 
with his engine running. 

Oban sheriff court heard on 
Tuesday, September 15, that 
when the police officers drove 
alongside Leith to speak to 
him, they described him as 
appearing ‘extremely pale, 
shaking uncontrollably, and 
his pupils were dilated’

They also said they could 
smell burnt heroin from inside 
the car. 

After searching the vehicle, 
the police officers found tin 
foil on the dashboard, which 
had been used to smoke the 
drug, as well as wrap of 0.3g of 
heroin, with a street value of 
around £20.

After being taken to Oban 
police station, he tested neg-
ative for alcohol, but a police 
doctor confirmed that Leith 
was under the influence of 
drugs, and certified him unfit 
to drive.

Defending Leith, solicitor 
Laura McManus said that 
Leith had started using heroin 
again at the time due to the 
break-up of a relationship, but 
has since managed to break 
the habit. 

Ms McManus added that 
the incident had resulted in 
his window cleaning licence 
being revoked, and he was now 
unemployed as a consequence 
of his taking heroin. 

Disqualifying Leith for driv-
ing for three years and fining 
him £300, Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC told the convicted 
man: ‘I’m surprised you didn’t 
fall off your ladder. You were 
jolly lucky.’

Window cleaner 
who took heroin 
receives three-
year drive ban
COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

INNOVATORS: Gordon McNab (second from left) is delighted with the award

Man sent 143 
explicit texts 
to youth over 
fourteen hours

AWAITS FATE: Brian MacLennan

A BENDERLOCH man 
has admitted assaulting his 
daughter’s boyfriend and 
committing a breach of the 
peace in the space of a week.

Grant Laird, 47, of Ceum 
Dhun Righ, was arrested on 
February 10 and February 
17, after his daughter had 
entered into a relationship 
with Luke Gordon, 19. He 
disapproved of Mr Gordon.

Oban sheriff court heard 
on Tuesday that in the first 
incident at Oban’s North Pier, 

Laird saw his daughter in his 
wife’s car with Mr Gordon 
in the passenger seat. Laird 
opened the car door and 
began to shout and swear.

Luke Gordon later reported 
the incident to Oban police, 
who later charged Laird. 

Then, on February 17, Laird 
arrived at Luke Gordon’s 
parents’ house in Oban, look-
ing for his daughter. 

He entered the house and 
began punching Mr Gordon. 
Mr Gordon’s parents phoned 

the police and Laird was 
arrested. Defence lawyer 
Edward Thornton said that 
first offender Laird had taken 
exception to Gordon being in 
his wife’s car, but admitted his 
language was inappropriate. 

Regarding the incident at 
Mr Gordon’s family home, 
Mr Thornton said Laird had 
attended a family funeral, but 
his client had no recollection 
of striking Mr Gordon. 

Sentence was deferred on 
Laird until March 1, 2016.

THE PUBLIC are to be whether Scotland’s sub-
marine cables, connecting 59 Scottish islands to 
the main electricity network, should be laid on the 
seabed or protected during their installation.

The distribution network operator Scottish Hydro 
Electric Power Distribution (SHEPD) launched a six 
week consultation on Tuesday to understand people’s 
views on whether the 111 submarine electricity cables 
in Scottish waters should be protected within the sea 
bed or laid on top of it.

The consultation runs until 13 October 2015 and 
allows people to feedback their views on the impact 
any work to the submarine cables might have on the 
marine environment, any social and economic im-
pact the works could have and disclose any concerns 
they have on how much the works could cost.

Currently 110 of the submarine cables connecting 
59 Scottish islands are laid on the surface of the 
seabed.

Alan Broadbent, Director of Engineering at 
SHEPD, said: ‘It is important we secure the thoughts 
of all interested parties on what they would like us to 
do with the submarine cables, as protecting or laying 
can have different impacts and outcomes. Any major 
investment decision we make requires the agreement 
of Ofgem to ensure it is being made on a sound eco-
nomic and efficient basis. And any decision on the 
installation method of the submarine cable needs to 
be accepted by Marine Scotland.’

Anybody interested in attending an event or com-
pleting the consultation can find details on SSEPD’s 
website or by emailing submarinecables@sse.com to 
request a copy.

Public to be 
consulted 
on cable 
Installation
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, Sepetmber 10, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour 

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.19 3.2 10.03 1.2 16.12 3.5 22.54 1.3
Fri 04.42 3.5 10.44 1.1 16.43 3.7 23.27 1.2
Sat 05.11 3.7 11.20 0.9 17.16 3.9 23.58 1.1
Sun 05.43 3.8 11.54 0.8 17.49 4.0  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.27 1.0 06.14 4.0 12.28 0.8 18.20 4.1
Tues 00.58 1.0 06.44 4.0 12.59 0.9 18.50 4.0
Wed 01.28 1.1 07.12 3.9 13.29 1.0 19.18 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

18
18

17

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 17ºC.

Football

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
cycle will be held near Kyle of 
Lochalsh at the weekend. 

The joint Tartan Cycle and 
Spinning Wheels event will 
kick off at 12pm on Saturday, 
starting and finishing from 
Plockton high school and taking 
in the quiet roads of Balmacara.

As well as the eight-kilometre 
cycle, the biking theme will 
continue with a collection of 
classic bikes on display and 
smoothie making using the 
power of pedals. 

Gavin Skipper, Balmacara 
Estate ranger, said: ‘Try out 
a family cycle skills course or 
have a go at hoopla using a 
bicycle tyre. For those with a 
competitive edge there will be 
an opportunity to take part 
in a time trial circuit. Fixed 
wheel bikes will be provided as 
competitors go head-to-head 
just like an individual pursuit. 
In each category the fastest lap 
is the winner. Refreshments will 
be available on site throughout 
the afternoon.’ 

Colin Davidson, winner of the 
Spean Bridge golf club senior 

open 

THE September Medal, played 
on Saturday, September 5: 
Section one: 1 Neil Feggans 70 
(79-9); 2 Nick Hough 73 (84-11); 
3 Donnie MacInnes 75 (85-10). 
Section two: 1 Graeme Worsdall 
74 (91-17); 2 Frank Sweeney 75 
(90-15); 3 Andrew Bergin 80 
(96-16).

Senior September Medal, also 
played on Saturday, September 5: 
1 Henry MacDonald 71 (83-12); 
2 David MacPherson 71 (77-6); 3 
Iain Robertson 72 (86-14).

A four person Texas Scamble, 
played on Saturday, September 
12: 1 Michael Bowman, Ronald 
MacDonald David MacPherson 

BT Division Two North 
Kinloss Eagles 50

Lochaber 0
LOCHABER rugby club 
travelled to take on Kinloss 
Eagles on Saturday, but went 
down 50-0 after a physical game 
against the armed forces team.

Kinloss scored out wide early 
on and kept up the pressure 
throughout the first half, but 
were made to work hard for their 
points against a determined 
Lochaber side who were solid in 
the middle of the park. But, in 
the second half, Lochaber were 
plagued with injuries, resulting 
in the visitors finishing the game 
with just 11 players.

The Banavie side will be look-
ing to bounce back this weekend 
when they host Stornoway on 
Saturday, in the first game of a 
double clash with the islanders. 

MARTYN Cameron has 
been crowned winner of the 
Tradewinds summer darts 
league. 

Cameron was unbeatable 
at the Corpach final recently 
defeating John Wood 3-0 in the 
first semi-final before going on 
to beat Darren Sutherland 4-0 in 
the final. Sutherland beat John 
Matheson 3-1 in the second 
semi-final.

Over the nine-week compe-
tition, the highest finish was 
170 from John Woods and the 
quickest leg was 13 darts by John 
Matheson. There was also 20 
180s scored and 15 finishes over 
100 during the league. 

Scott Greenlees presents the John McLellan shield to Robert Hunter, centre left, and Allan Lawrie, 
centre right, who won the nominated pairs competition at the Railway Bowling club green in

 Inverlochy. Scott presented the shield on behalf of John McLellan and Co funeral directors 

ROUND four of the Skye Cup, 
played on Saturday and Sunday 
September 12 and 13: 1 John 
Marshall 61 (75-14); 2 John Fin-
layson 66 bih (76-10); 3 Alasdair 
Grant 66 (76-10). 

Skye Cup aggregate result (best 
three from four rounds): 1 John 
Marshall 197; 2 Jamie Beaton 
200; 3 Dave MacVicar 203. 

Stephen Dent preparing to compete in the Sainsbury’s 2015 School 
Games where he picked up three medals

Disappointment for Fort William 
as they lose to Buckie and Keith

IT WAS a double disappointment 
for Fort William football club 
when they lost both games last 
week. 

Last Wednesday (September 
9) the team welcomed Buckie 
Thistle to Claggan park, but went 
down 3-1.

Lewis MacKinnon opened the 
scoring for Buckie in the 18th 
minute before Fort vice-captain, 

Fort’s Farquhar MacRae (left) and David Moff at snuff  out Buckie’s
James Fraser Fort’s Iain MacLellan and Buckie’s Stuart Taylor tussle for the ball

Darren Quigg, equalised shortly 
before the half-time whistle. 

In the second half, Kevin Fraser 
pushed the visitors in front once 
more; then in the 72nd minute, a 
Farquhar MacRae own goal en-
sured there was no coming back 
for the home side. 

Fort manager, Ally Ewen, said: 
‘We seemed to be causing more 
problems for ourselves than we 

gave away. We competed well but 
we were making silly mistakes 
that cost us the game. I felt we 
should have come away with 
something, even a draw would 
have been better, but we weren’t 
up to standard.’

On Saturday, the Fort trav-
elled to Kynoch Park, but left 
empty-handed after a 1-0 defeat 
despite Ewen saying his men 
dominated ‘large chunks’ of the 
game.

He added: ‘We seem to be mak-
ing plenty of chances but we’re 
not taking them, so these are 
areas we need to improve, mainly 
in passing and decision-making.’ 

The Fort are back at home this 
Saturday when they host Brora 
Rangers in what will be a diffi-
cult game.

Ewen said: ‘I’m not feeling 
optimistic. It’s easy to be nervous 
when you see them score 11 goals 
against Rothes. We’re a much 
better team than Rothes, but 
Brora have been coming away 
with impressive scores against 
strong teams too. We need to 
focus on keeping the score down 
and taking our opportunities 
when they come.’ 

Scott Chisholm and Andreas 
Broomfield will be missing from 
the squad due to work commit-
ments, but DJ MacPhee is set to 
return after missing the game 
against Keith. 

‘We seem to be making plenty of 
chances but we’re not taking them’

Isle of Skye

Onich teenager picks
up three medals

CyclingA TEENAGER from Lochaber 
put his home village of Onich 
on the map when he represented 
Scotland at a UK-wide athletic 
competition. 

Stephen Dent picked up three 
prizes for cycling, both individu-
ally and as part of a team at the 
Sainsbury’s 2015 School Games 
in Manchester, which was held 
from September 3 to 6. 

The 16-year-old was part of a 
mixed-gender team of eight who 
held a strong lead during three 
days of racing and won the overall 
competition with a clear margin. 

Kinlochleven high school pupil 
Stephen was also part of the trio 
who set a new British Youth re-
cord when they finished the boys 
team sprint in 49.297 seconds.

In his third success of the 
weekend, Stephen took home a 
bronze medal in the individual 
250-metre time trial for his 19.44 
second effort. 

Stephen proved he is as suc-
cessful in academic life as he is 
in sport as he achieved six As in 
his National 5 exams this year, but 
hopes to take cycling further.

He said: ‘At the moment, I’m 
working in the Olympic develop-
ment programme and I am happy 
where I am. My achievable aim is 
to compete in either the 2018 or 
the 2022 Commonwealth Games 
and also to compete at a national 
level for the UK.’

Colin wins senior 
open at Spean

Golf

IT WAS a home victory for Colin 
Davidson who was the overall 
winner of the Spean Bridge golf 
club senior open competition. 

Colin,president of the club, won 
with 41 points and also picked up 
the prize for nearest pin. 

Local golfers were joined by 
competitors from Skye, Loch-
aline, Arisaig, Lochgilphead 
and Dumbarton and the group 
enjoyed fine weather and a good 
course condition on Friday, Sep-
tember 11. 

Results: Overall winner, Colin 
Davidson 41 points. Category 
A, 1 Peter Weirman 32 points; 2 
Chris MacKinnon 30 points bih; 
3 Toby Richardson 30 points. 
Category B, 1 Harry Campbell 
41 points; 2 Fred Simpson 35 
points; 3 Ian Graham 33 points 
bih. Nearest pin, Colin Davidson. 
Long drive, Chris MacKinnon. Returns from Fort William golf club 

and Ian Robertson 54 (60-6); 2 
John Cairns, Neil Feggans Frank 
Sweeney and Jason Wallace 58 
(65-7); 3 Willie Hendry, Stephen 
Howden, John MacLennan and 
Brian Stewart 60 (66-6).

Three clubs and putter com-
petition, played on Sunday, Sep-
tember 3: 1 Henry MacDonald 
66 (78-12); 2 Alan Overend 75 
(88-13); 3 Jimmy Ross 76 (95-19). 

The ladies September medal, 
played on Tuesday September 1: 
1 Iona Cameron, 78 (96-18); 2 
Kathleen Leitch 84 (99-15).

The third round of the ladies 
Cameron Stableford, played on 
Saturday, September 5: 1 Iona 

Cameron 31 points; 2 Helen 
Brian 25 points; 3 Rosemary 
MacIntyre 24 points. 

The junior August Quaich, 
played on Sunday, September 6: 
1 Lorne Ross 64 (67-3); 2 Jack 
Matheson 66 (81-15); 3 Callum 
Dingwall 77 (104-27). The 
September Quaich, played on 
Sunday, September 13: 1 Scott 
Lawrie 62 (72-10); 2 Lorne Ross 
64 (67-3); 3 Jack Matheson 73 
(88-15). An end of season open 
will be played on September 26. 
To book a tee-off time contact 
the clubhouse on 01397 704464. 

Golf
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