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NHS Highland has welcomed 
a report into cleanliness at 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands hos-
pital after an unannounced 
inspection in July.

The report by the Healthcare 
Environment Inspectorate (HEI) 
positively recognised cleanli-
ness in the Oban hospital and 
infection control measures. 

THE GREAT Taste Golden Fork 
award for the best food from 
Scotland has been presented 
to Argyll-based Gigha Halibut 
for its Smoked Gigha Halibut. 

One judge considered the 
halibut to be ‘one of the fi nest 
smoked products of 2015’.

A YACHT with engine prob-
lems was helped by Oban 
RNLI lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald this week.

At 8.49am on Monday, the 
volunteer crew of the life-
boat was tasked by Storno-
way Coastguard to assist the 
vessel at the north entrance 
to Oban Bay. The lifeboat 
arrived at 8.56am and towed 
the yacht to Oban Marina.

ISLANDERS say changes to 
the way mail is sorted on Mull 
and other Argyll islands means 
all postal items are sent on 
a 250-mile round trip before 
being delivered by Royal Mail. 

While the organisation says 
this is nothing new and has 
been happening for years, 
islanders say that in the last 
few weeks rules have been 
‘tightened up’. 

A card that would have been 
kept in a post office on Mull 
and delivered locally with the 
next post, now makes its way by 
van, ferry, van, train and van 
again to be sorted in a distribu-
tion centre in Glasgow. It then 
comes back via van to train, to 
van, into the Oban office, then 
van, to ferry and van again. 

In some cases, including 
Coll, Colonsay and Tiree, this 
also includes post and parcels 
making a flight both off and on 
to the islands. Steve Willis of 

‘SEA’ this cheque - it’s a 
whopper. The fundraising 

endeavours of some adven-
turous kayakers saw a cheque 
for £2,500 presented to one of 

Oban’s busiest charities.
The money raised at the Oban 
Sea Kayak Race was presented 
to the crew of Oban lifeboat, 

who regularly help people 
and boats in emergency 

situations. The 2015 Oban 
Sea Kayak Race took place 

on Saturday August 29, with 
more than 50 paddlers taking 

part. 

Back row, left to right: ‘Ped’ 
MacKinnon, mechanic, Mike 
Robertson, Les Stewart and 

Billy Forteith. Front: Gus 
Brydon, Dave Nicol, DM 

Matheson, Harry MacMaster 
and John Hill, coxswain

Gigha halibut 
tops taste poll  

Stricken yacht is 
towed to safety 

TIMESLINE

Oban hospital gets 
clean bill of health 

Argyll to welcome 
refugee families 

Island mail’s 250-mile trip
it is certainly to the detriment 
of the islands’ and Argyll’s 
way of life. We wonder which 
official pen-pusher could 
have dreamt up such a bizarre 
idea, particularly when we are 
all being made aware of our 
carbon footprint. Here is a 
scheme which beggars belief in 
this regard.’

Voices from throughout 
Argyll have added their con-
cern over the extra delay and 
centralisation of mail delivery 
via a distribution centre in 
Glasgow. 

Community councils on all 
the islands have been alerted 
to the problem and Argyll and 
Bute MP Brendan O’Hara has 
been asked to raise the matter 
in parliament. 

A Royal Mail spokeswoman 
said: ‘There has been no 
change to how we sort or pro-
cess mail from Oban, Mull or 
any of the surrounding islands. 

‘Mail collected from post 
boxes and Post Office branch-
es on Mull is sent to Oban 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

‘A FEW more weeks’ and a contract for 
Oban’s multi-million pound NHS dental 
practice could be finally signed.

But at a meeting on Monday, members 
of the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Locality 
Health and Care Forum (LHCF) said 
they had heard it all before.

Orthodontist Ewen White, assistant 
dental director in Argyll and Bute, said 
NHS Highland had been in negotiation 
with a dental practitioner who was 
keen to take over the unit at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital. He hoped the contract 
would be signed and, while negotiations 
had slowed down, he had no reason to 
believe the contract would not be signed. 

Mr White said: ‘We were approached 
by this dentist and things moved very 
quickly to begin with. He has been away 
in the States, but now he has returned to 

Scotland he says Oban will be his main 
priority. He says he will be signing the 
papers in the next couple of weeks.’

 Mr White gave a presentation on the 
future of dentistry in Argyll and said 
that while the funding of the dental unit 
was the correct thing to do when it was 
commissioned, Scottish government 
policy in the meantime had shifted.

He explained: ‘The costs of providing 
treatment on the NHS can be very high.’ 
He gave the example of a denture mould 
being a high cost item for a dentist that 
was not covered by the NHS. 

He explained that while the unit was 
ready to be occupied, government rules 
for dentists working out of a NHS unit 
meant the majority of dental work done 
had to be NHS work. ‘This means there 
is very little opportunity to make a profit 

from the business,’ he added. A claim 
of a lack of access to dental services in 
Oban, raised by Tom Dolan, Taynuilt, 
was refuted by Christina West, chief of-
ficer health and social care integration.

In a letter to the LHCF, she said: ‘In 
less than a year, Oban will have its gen-
eral dental service provision soar from 
seven chairs to eleven.

‘Both Shore Street and the new prac-
tice are NHS committed. As such, they 
must have 500 registered patients per 
head and must gross at least £50,000 per 
dentist per year. For this, they receive 
various incentives. Subsequently, I do 
not believe that Oban residents will now 
have a problem accessing NHS dentistry 
with or without the additional presence 
of practitioner four [the NHS unit at 
Lorn and Islands hospital].’

‘A few more weeks’ for dental contract

Mull community council said: 
‘Changes have taken place, 
starting last week, to the way 
mail is processed on Mull and 
other islands.

‘For generations now, mail 
destined for addresses on 
Mull has been processed on 
Mull, ie stamped and franked 
and delivered with no further 
ado.  

‘This was simply expedited 
by writing island or local on 
the envelope.  

‘We are now informed that 
all mail is to be sent to Glas-
gow for processing. So even 
though mail on all our islands 
has historically travelled but a 
few miles to their destination, 
it is now, in the case of Mull, to 
have a further 250 mail miles 
added to its journey.

‘We are told this is to enable 
Royal Mail to monitor the 
volume of on-island mail.

‘We, however, see it as a 
retrograde, pointless step with 
undoubtedly some underlying 
sinister subplot.  In any case 

before being processed at the 
Glasgow Mail Centre, where it 
is then sent for onward delivery 
to its destination. 

‘Processing mail at a dedi-
cated mail centre allows us to 
deliver a high quality of service 
to Mull, Oban and the rest of 
the UK. 

‘The process for sorting and 
processing mail from Oban, 
Mull and the surrounding 
islands has been in place for 
a number of years and is the 
same process for every part of 
Scotland and the UK.’

Argyll MSP Michael Russell 
has asked Royal Mail to think 
again. He said: ‘Up until 
now local mail for the island 
itself was locally sorted but 
now everything has to go to 
Glasgow, by ferry and even 
sometimes by air. It is then 
sorted and sent back. This is 
not only environmentally daft, 
it will also lead to significant 
delays especially in winter 
when services can be disrupted 
by weather.’ 

POLICE in Oban and on the 
islands are encouraging residents 
to consider a career as a full time 
police officer, or as a special 
constables.

Inspector Julie McLeish and 
Inspector Mark Stephen are 
encouraging people with an 
interest in a career in the police 
force to come along to one of two 
events being organised.

Inspector McLeish said: ‘We 
are having two local open events 
to provide more information to 
anyone who has thought about the 
possibility of joining the police but 
never taken it further.

‘People of all ages are invited to 
come along to find out more.’

On Thursday September 17 
Inspector McLeish will be at Oban 
Police office between 7pm and 
8.30pm.

On Tuesday September 22 
Inspector Stephen will be at 
Tobermory Police office between 
12pm and 2pm.

Consider a 
police career

Even if it’s just going 
to an address right 

TWENTY refugee families 
will be housed in Argyll and 
Bute.

Welcoming the Scottish 
government’s announce-
ment on support for refu-
gees, SNP council leader 
Sandy Taylor praised the 
early response of council and 
social landlords, for their 
‘agreement to provide ac-
commodation for 20 families 
in the fi rst instance’. 

Lifeboat 
kayak cash 
boost

a case of 
sparkling wine 

Six to give away

WIN!
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MULL
lines

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

STUDENTS and staff at Tobermory high school are celebrating 
the school’s excellent exam results in the 2015 SQA exams. 

These results were the best overall in the last 10 years and 
continue the trend upward over the last few years.

Head teacher Craig Biddock said: ‘At National Three and Four 
levels the school had 100 per cent pass rates graded A-C. At 
National Five level across S4-6 there was an A-C pass rate based 
on entries of 91.6 per cent (the national A-C pass rate was 73.3 
per cent) and an A-D pass rate of 93.7 (national level was 80.6 
per cent). 

‘For the second year in a row 50 per cent of entries were graded 
as A passes. This compares with a national pass rate at grade A 
of 30.1 per cent. 

‘At Higher level we also exceeded the national pass rates for 
exam passed at A-C and A-D grades. 

‘The combined S5/6 A-C pass rate based on exam entries was 
86.6 per cent (national 78 per cent) and A-D passes 90.7 per cent 
(national 86 per cent). There were very good pass rates across all 
subjects. Further, when we analyse the percentage of S5 and S6 
leaving with three or more Highers or five or more Highers, we 
have seen a large improvement over 10 years with a huge jump in 
2013-14 and 2014-15. These results are something for the school 
and wider community to be very proud of.’

TWO FREE events later this month on Mull 
will let islanders see how electric cars can help 
them escape the high cost of petrol and diesel.

Hosted in Tobermory and Craignure by the 
Energy Saving Trust on September 18 and 19, 
the events will give locals a chance to find out 
why Mull is the ideal place to own an electric 
car, including significantly lower running costs, 
ranges that comfortably cover the whole island, 
reduced pollution and the availability of 100 
per cent funding to install home charge points.

Those attending will then be able to get be-
hind the wheel of some of the latest models on 
the market today.

The event comes hot on the heels of several 
renewable developments on the island in recent 
months. In April, Community Energy Scotland 
announced it was part of a new £2million con-
sortium, Project ACCESS, to develop a system 
to supply electricity from renewable sources 
straight to local consumers. Weeks later the 
community-owned 4MW Garmony Hydro 
Scheme started generating electricity - and it 
has already exceeded its generation targets for 
June and July.

Energy Saving Trust’s head of new services 
Harry Mayers said: ‘With most electric cars 
now boasting ranges of 80-100 miles, you could 
comfortably drive from Garmony to Fionn-
phort and back again on a single charge. That’s 
not to mention the environmental benefit to the 
island. Mull is rightly proud of its reputation 
as one of the world’s most naturally stunning 
destinations for wildlife and landscape. The 
reduction in fuel emissions offered by electric 
cars can only be of benefit to the island.’

The first information event will be held 
in Tobermory’s Aros hall between 7pm and 
8.30pm on Friday September 18. The following 
day, An Roth Community Enterprise Centre 
in Craignure will host an information session 
between 10-11.30am. Immediately after this, 

HOME-Start Mull has recently established a weekly Bumps and 
Babies group for pregnant women and parents of young babies.

The group aims to give people somewhere to meet, socialise, 
have a coffee and access support from various different agencies 
each week, including from the health visitor, family support 
worker, midwife, child-smile and breastfeeding peer supporter.

Pregnancy and the early years of parenthood can be an anxious 
time. Families on Mull can be geographically fragmented often 
leading to feelings of isolation and reduced opportunity for 
socialising with others in a similar situation.

The Home-Start Bumps and Babies group provides an oppor-
tunity to meet others in a similar situation, to potentially develop 
new friendships and support networks and to provide regular 
access to relevant health professionals in an informal setting. 

The group has been fortunate to secure funding from Mull 
and Iona Community Trust (MICT) and Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles (OLI) Health and Wellbeing Fund to enable Home-Start to 
establish and continue to run the group until June 2016 when it 
will seek further funding.

Thanks have been made to MICT and the OLI Health and 
Wellbeing Fund on behalf of Home-Start Mull and on behalf of 
the mums and mums-to-be who currently are making use of the 
Bumps and Babies group.

Those wishing more information on the Home-Start service 
or who would like to volunteer with Home-Start supporting 
families with children aged five and under should contact Sarah 
Stanley-Wright on 07717 527035, 01680 300531 or homestart@
gmail.com.

MADISON Butler and Ryan Duckworth visited Duart Castle on 
Mull earlier this year, from Washington USA. 

Ryan’s ancestors were MacLeans and he used the ancient castle 
setting to pop the question to the love of his life, Madison. The 
couple get married this Saturday in Washington. 

Maddison wrote to Martin Gibson, one of the guides at the 
ancient castle, saying: ‘Wanted to send you a huge thank you for 
capturing this perfect moment back in April when we visited 
Duart. Ryan and I both had such a great time at the castle seeing 
where his Maclean ancestors have lived for so long. 

‘Thank you all for being so kind and welcoming. We’ll be get-
ting married on September 12 and look forward to returning to 
the Isle of Mull soon.’ 

A REVIEW of parking has still to 
be collated and given to councillors 
and a date has yet to be set when 
the results will be before a council 
meeting.

The review of Oban’s town centre 
parking was carried out earlier 
in the year. Questions online 
consulted townsfolk on parking 
restrictions at present and changes 
the local authority wanted to see 
in managing traffic in town centre 
car parks.

Councillor Roddy McCuish told 
Oban community council last 
week: ‘At the last meeting of the 
community council the dates of the 
consultation were given out.

‘We extended the date to allow 
even more people to respond. I 
understand we are still collating all 
the answers. When the results do 
come back a further public meeting 
will be held and then it will go to 
an area committee.’

Oban parking 
review update  

 

THE FLYING of the Red Ensign 
flag on Merchant Navy day last 
week has been met with praise 
from across the county.

It is hoped the idea of councillor 
Maurice Corry, who has a special 
brief as the Armed Forces 
Champion within Argyll and Bute 
council, can be continued.

Mr Corry told the Oban Times: ‘I 
am really pleased with the flying of 
the Red Ensign to commemorate 
the huge sacrifice by members 
of the Merchant Navy in the two 
World Wars. We must ensure this 
is an annual event.’

David Pearson, of Clachan Seil, 
praised the actions of the loca 
authority for raising the flag. 

He said: ‘A big thank you to 
whoever was responsible for flying 
the Red Ensign on the council 
offices on September 3, Merchant 
Navy Day. 

‘It’s good that some folk still 
remember the lives lost.’

SCHOOLS and colleges across 
Scotland are being encouraged 
to hold special voter registration 
events this week in a bid to raise 
awareness of the lowering of the 
voting age and to get more young 
people registered ahead of Scottish 
Parliament elections next May.

Following the lowering of 
the voting age in Scotland, the 
Electoral Commission has teamed 
up with councils across Scotland 
to invite all schools and colleges to 
run voter registration drives during 
class time. 

The week-long Time Out To Get 
#In event aims to see schools and 
colleges taking time out from usual 
classes to give students an opportu-
nity to go online and register.

It’s also part of a wider campaign 
that the Electoral Commission has 
been running over the summer 
aimed at increasing registration 
rates among 15-17-year-olds.

Help for new 
young voters

A TRIBUTE to the late Robin 
Banks of Oban has won the inau-
gural Oban Music for the Mod 
competition. 

The two-four march was written 
by Ian MacLean - a renowned box 
player and musician who lives in 
Oban.

Ian wins a cash prize from the 
Oban Times and Finlay Wells of 
Nutshell Studios, Oban, will make 
a recording of the tune before it is 
performed at the opening ceremo-
ny of the Royal National Mod in 
Oban in October.

Ian, 72, was brought up in Glas-
gow by Barra parents. He started 
playing the accordion at the age of 
12. He has lived in Oban for more 
than 40 years.

The inspiration for the tune came 
from Robin Banks, a supporter 
of the Mod for many decades and 
a member of An Comunn Gàid-
healach, who died last year.

An obituary published in the 
Oban Times and The Herald read: 
‘There can be few men in Oban, 
and indeed in Argyll, who have 
been more respected than Robin 
Banks.

‘He was an Oban boy, an alumnus 

Ian tunes in with tribute 
to sterling Mod stalwart

TUNE FOR THE MOD: Oban will resound to the notes 
of a specially-written tune for this year’s Royal 

National Mod. Composer Ian MacLean has been 
announced as the winner of the  inaugural competi-
tion held by the town’s mod committee 26_t37ianmaclean1

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Driving home the message 
electric cars work on Mull

PLUGGED IN: Moray Finch powers up his 
Nissan Leaf at the charging point at the 

CalMac pier in Oban 15_t37electric01

drivers will be able to get behind the wheel 
of an electric car. Drivers on Mull can also 
currently apply for a new interest-free loan 
from the Scottish Government, covering 100 
per cent of the cost of a new electric or plug-in 
hybrid car, up to £50,000.

This loan funding is in addition to the plug-in 
vehicle grant offered by the UK Government, 
which takes up to £5,000 off the list price of 
buying an electric car and £8,000 off the cost of 
an electric van. The discount is automatically 
applied at the point of purchase.

General manager of Mull and Iona com-
munity trust Moray Finch brought his Nissan 
Leaf to the mainland on Thursday September 
3 to give Oban Times staff an idea of the car’s 
capabilities.  Moray explained: ‘The car is 
absolutely perfect for me. If I come over on the 
ferry, I can leave it at the rapid charging point 
at the CalMac pier, buy the Oban Times and go 
for a cup of coffee. Around 30 minutes later, 
it’s ready to go. I don’t doubt these vehicles are 
the future but they are slightly limited at the 
moment. But the next-generation of batteries, 
which look like doubling the range of the 
vehicles, will make electric vehicles even more 
appealing.’

BUMPS AND BABIES: a place to meet and get advice on Mull  

High school students and 
staff enjoy exams success

Castle proposal leads US 
couple down the aisle

Doors open on Bumps 
and Babies island group

ROMANCE AT DUART: the happy couple, from Washington USA, 
on Mull earlier this year

of Oban High School, who grew 
up to make a huge contribution to 
the town to which he was proud to 
belong and in which he made many 
lasting friendships.

‘Robin was an active worker in 
support of the Gaelic language and 
culture and it gave his many friends 
great pleasure to learn his work had 
been rewarded by the presentation 
of a gold medal from An Comunn 
Gaidhealach in recognition of his 
lifelong work in its support.’

The theme of Ian’s tune, A Tribute 
to Robin Banks, was not difficult 
to come up with for the self-taught 
musician. He said: ‘Robin was such 
a passionate supporter of the Mod 
and he will be missed this year 
when it is in Oban.

‘Robin always had a nod or a hello 
and did so much for the Mod and 
it is poignant that he is not here 
during this year’s competitions.’  

Martin Dorchester, managing 
director of Mod-sponsor CalMac 
Ferries Ltd, said: ‘Robin was such a 
big part of the Mod and Oban so it 
is fitting that he should be remem-
bered this way.

‘I look forward to hearing the new 
tune during this year’s Mod. We 
are looking forward to coming to 
Oban. 

‘The Mod is always a highlight of 
CalMac’s year.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

YOUNG carers need much 
more support and a councillor 
from Mull has made it her 
mission to make sure it hap-
pens.

Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, the policy leader 
for children in Argyll and 
Bute council, has taken her 
campaign for a Young Carers 
Week all the way to first min-
ister Nicola Sturgeon.

Ms Sturgeon has said 
councillor Devon’s concerns 
are valid and the Scottish 
government will look  at 
implementing changes as 
soon as possible. Councillor 

Devon told the Oban Times: 
‘My suggestion would be that 
we could have a Young Carers 
Week where every school in 
Scotland would have the op-
portunity to address and put 
right the issues young people 
live with every single day.

‘The life of a young carer is 
very hard.

‘I was privileged to be invited 
to the final day of the Young 
Carers festival on Thursday 
August 6 in West Linton.

‘The last part of the day was 
political speed dating/mini 
surgery session.

‘Invited guests were seated 

in groups at tables. Young 
carers in groups of four to six 
then had approximately 10 
minutes to talk to us about the 
issues important to them as 
young carers. 

‘These sessions were very 
informative and I found them 
very emotional. I was very 
dismayed to hear that the 
majority of our carers feel that 
they are being let down.

‘Some of the issues raised 
were: how schools could 
better support young carers, 
increased time to complete 
homework, teachers to be 
trained about young carers, 

rights for young carers, how 
being a young carer impacts 
on their mental health and  
Educational Maintenance 
Allowance (EMA) payments 
being stopped if they are late 
for school because they are a 
young carer.

‘The thread that seemed to 
go through all their concerns 
was that schools and the 
education system have to give 
more consideration  to the life 
of these young people.

‘We have to remember 
these young carers have been 
denied the normal life of a 
young person.’

Do more to support young carers

A DUNBEG nursery - staff and pupils - have been named 
Scottish Individual Nursery of the Year at a prestigious 
national awards ceremony.

Little Learners Nursery was crowned last week by the 
Scottish Nursery Awards held in the Hilton hotel in Glas-
gow. 

The nursey is situated in the Argyll college building at 
Dunstaffnage.

Judges chose the winner based on which had ‘created 
the very best environment to allow for the highest levels 
of business performance, childcare and staff morale to 
flourish’.

Nursery manager Kathleen McNiven and senior staff 
member Louise McRae picked up the glass plaque in 
front of 500 spectators. Kathleen said: ‘I’m so proud of the 
nursery, the staff and to everyone else involved. We work 
so hard, so it’s good to be recognised.’

TOP CLASS: staff  members and ‘Little Learners’ showing off  their 
prestigious award 15_t37learners1

Dunbeg nursery voted 
best in the country

It feels as though summer 
has yet to begin and the 
shops are full of back to 
school offers. Considerable 
time has been spent on 
prime time television looking 
at the merits of the low-
est price school uniforms. 
Queues formed well before 
opening time outside at 
least one local supermarket 
as mothers tried to clothe 
their offspring in low cost 
uniforms. Everywhere we 
look advertising is promoting 
low cost this or that. On the 
television last night were 
images of farmers buying 
up bottled milk in a major 
supermarket at a retail cost 
well below actual production 
cost. At no point was any 
mention made of the value 
of the goods or services 
provided. We have become 
a nation that knows the price 
of everything and the value 
of nothing.

My dog has been ill recent-
ly and has had to have spe-
cialist investigations and in-
tensive treatment. The vets’ 

bills have run into several 
thousand pounds. Thankfully 
the dog is insured. It is only 
when you see an itemised 
bill listing all the procedures 
carried out and their asso-
ciated costs that it is truly 
brought home … health care 
is expensive. Not only are 
the drugs expensive but so 
is professional time. Failure 
to attend for an appointment 
is endemic throughout the 
NHS. The cost to the NHS 
of a missed appointment is 
well over £100.  Yet patients 
persistently fail to attend for 
appointments. Their appoint-
ment is free so it has no 
perceived value.

In many ways the same 
can be said for our attitudes 
to children eye-care. It is 
free to the child yet parents 
seldom think about the 
importance of their child 
seeing well. The price for 
ignoring our children’s eye-
care can be very high. Poor 
performance at school and 
the failure to get a quality 
start in life!

The value of children’s vision
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FORTHCOMING SALES
An invitation to consign

ENQUIRIES
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Bonhams
176 St. Vincent Street
Glasgow, G2 5SG

bonhams.com/glasgow

FRANCIS CAMPBELL BOILEAU CADELL 
RSA RSW (BRITISH, 1883-1937) 
The Blue Jug 
Sold for £194,500 

Prices shown include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com

Our specialists will be travelling in your area 
the weeks commencing 21 & 28 September 

in our forthcoming auctions.

A DIE cast model show will 
be making its way to the 
Victory Hall, Benderloch, this 
weekend with both large and 
small replicas on display.

Small model vehicles and 
vintage vehicles will be on 
display from 10am to late 
afternoon on both Saturday 
and Sunday.

All proceeds from the day 
will be given to Oban moun-
tain rescue team. An arts and 
crafts sale will also be held at 
the show.

MEMBERS of parliament and 
Scottish parliament members 
pay their staff  the so-called 
living wage in the Highlands 
and Islands.

While many MPs and MSPs 
have still to become accredited 
with Poverty Alliance, which 
runs the anti-poverty scheme 
- all staff  members in constitu-
ency and  parliamentary offi  ces 
are paid at least £7.85 an hour.

John Finnie, the Green MSP, 
is already accredited, but other 
MPs and MSPs are in the pro-
cess of doing so. 

MIDWIVES in Oban are 
dealing with more than 200 
babies a year, with many of 
the tots born in Lorn and Is-
lands hospital, a meeting of 
Lorn and Islands health and 
care forum heard on Monday 
night.

While there is a rise in 
the number of twins being 
born in the area, there has 
been a dramatic dip in the 
number of babies being born 
on Mull and Iona. Last year 
there were 35 births on the 
islands, with the statistics for 
the year before showing  65 
births - but this year, so far, 
the islands only have seven 
mums due to give birth.

OBAN Common Good fund 
has givn money to three 
organisations and has received 
thanks for money it had already 
granted at its meeting held last 
month.

Oban Winter Festival, 
received £2,000 plus a further 
£1,000 unwritten for the 
lighting of McCaig’s Tower.

The local organising 
committee of the Royal 
National Mod, which will run 

the country’s biggest music and 
Gaelic festival in the town this 
year, received £500. 

A decision to fund Soroba 
Young Families group was 
delayed for more information. 

Changes to the group’s policy, 
decided by members means 
applications to the fund will 
now be restricted to £1,000.

The trustees received a thank 
you letter from the GRAB 
Trust for the £3,000 which it 

used to buy a replacement van 
for use at the Lorn and Oban 
Re-use Initiative (LORI) based 
at the Moleigh Site, Oban.

The next Oban Common 
Good Fund meeting will be 
held on Thursday November 19 
at 10.30am in the Corran Halls, 
Oban. 

Most items on the agenda 
are restricted because of  
the sensitive details within 
applications.  

PASSENGERS who need to fly 
for family emergencies in the 
Highlands and islands will pay half-
price fares, operator Loganair has 
announced. 

The ‘compassionate travel policy’, 
introduced on Tuesday, covers 
people travelling because of the 
death or hospital treatment of an 
immediate family member, or for 
critical and unexpected illness. 

The scheme, which is a UK-first, 
follows lobbying by online cam-
paigners angry at the high cost of 
flights in rural Scotland.

The airline, which operates flights 
on behalf of Flybe, also promised 
increased flexibility when bookings 
are required to be amended or 
cancelled.

Chief executive Stewart Adams 
said: ‘With the introduction of this 

policy we believe Loganair is now 
offering a comprehensive com-
passionate fare unique in the UK 
airline industry.

‘More importantly, we are con-
fident the reduced fares will be of 
great benefit to our customers in 
circumstances of bereavement and 
critical illness  the very times they 
need assistance most.’

The move follows weeks of lobbying 
from Scott Preston, a former funeral 
director, who started a Facebook 
campaign to lower fares and increase 
booking flexibility. Loganair worked 
together with the campaigners to 
agree the terms, conditions and 
progress of the policy. 

The airline carries 500,000 
passengers a year on 20 routes, 
including flights from Islay, Tiree, 
Barra and Campbeltown.

A PARISIAN philosopher 
wants to make Islay his home 
after a holiday this summer.

Theo Legrand, 36, says he 
had a ‘coup de foudre’ (bolt 
of lightning), for Islay and 
now wants to make his life on 
the island. He has advertised 
in the island’s community 
newsletter  looking for work 
and a house.

Theo said: ‘I am French and 
I live in Paris for 36 years. 

‘In May, I decided to take a 
vacation and visit Scotland. 
Since I didn’t have much time, 
I chose to visit the island 
of Islay exclusively. After a 
week I struggled to return to 
Paris because I immediately 
understood it was in such a 
place that I wanted to live. 

‘First there is the fact that 
this place is so quiet, so 
peaceful, the nature, the 
animals, the landscapes, 
the sea. I feel good in this 
atmosphere where you can 
breathe fresh air. Then there 
are the people. In Paris 
people are very stressed and 
nervous. Life is tiring. The 
Ileach are quiet and welcom-
ing, their door is always open. 
They are polite and greet you 
when you meet them by car 
on the road. And of course 
there is also whisky. I’m not a 
heavy drinker, but I have been 
into tasting whisky for about 
15 years. 

‘The first single malt I 
enjoyed in a French pub was 
a dram of Lagavulin 16. In 
short, I had what we call in 
French a coup de foudre for 
Islay. My dream would be to 
work in a distillery. 

A MAN described by fellow 
musicians as ‘one of the best 
box players of all time’ passed 
away on Saturday after a short 
illness.

Musician Colin Campbell, 
born and bred in Oban, led one 
of the most popular traditional 
Scottish bands in the ’60s and 
’70s, releasing several albums 
and cassette tapes.

Colin Campbell and his 
Highland Band had a unique 
sound coupled with superb ar-
rangements with a distinctive 
west coast swing. Splendidly 
dressed in Ancient Campbell 
tartan jackets, the band was 
immensely popular during its  
professional career. 

Recording for both the 
Beltona/Decca and Lismor 
recording companies,  
Colin was a self-taught 
musician with a perfect ear for 
writing and composing music 
- which he did throughout 
his life. Last year he penned 
the ‘Rockfield Polka’ to raise 
awareness of the campaign to 
keep open Oban’s Rockfield 
school.

The band was undoubtedly 
one of the farthest travelled 
and hardest working bands of 
their era, and played all over 

A DRINK-fuelled fishing trip 
to Loch Awe ended when a 
man stabbed his friend in the 
chest.

Robert Edwards, 52, pleaded 
not guilty at Oban Sheriff 
court, when he appeared 
for trial on September 1 
and 2, to assaulting William 
McNally, 26, by stabbing him 
on his body, to his injury and 
permanent disfigurement. 

He lodged a special defence 
last week claiming he had 
acted in self-defence when 
William McNally and his 
father, Samuel McNally, 45, 
tried to attack him.

The jury heard Edwards had 
been invited on a fishing trip 

TIMESLINE

Model cars and an 
arts and craft sale

MPs and MSPs pay 
staff  a living wage 
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KNIFE CRIME: Robert Edwards 
will be sentenced at the end 

of the month for the stabbing 
Photograph by Kevin McGylnn

with the father and son on 
April 17.

After two days of drinking, 
the men went to a van they 
had hired to shelter when their 
fire wouldn’t light, in the early 
hours of Sunday, April 19. 

They had been drinking beer 
and vodka over the two days, 
and in the van they continued 
drinking and were smoking 
cannabis. 

Samuel and William McNally 
gave similar accounts of how 
Edwards, of Heriot Avenue, 
Paisley, began acting strangely, 
claiming he was related to the 
royal family. A row between 
the three broke out when 
the McNallys, also from 
Paisley, remonstrated with 
Edwards about his treatment 
of William McNally’s dog, 

saying he was poking and 
antagonising it. After being 
told that it would be his own 
fault if the dog snapped at him, 
Samuel McNally told the court 
Edwards replied that he would 
stab the dog.

As William McNally went 
to the back of the van to let 
the dog out, Edwards threw 
a camping chair at him then 
stabbed him in the chest with 
a knife he had been using to 
peel vegetables the day before, 
leaving a wound 2cm deep and 
2cm long.

William McNally said: ‘I tried 
to get the dog by the collar, and 
I just remember being stabbed. 
When I bent down to get the 
dog, he stabbed me.’

The knife had pierced a 
fleece, t-shirt and foam life 

jacket William McNally 
had been wearing. Edwards 
claimed he had acted in self-
defence after the McNallys 
tried to attack him.

He said during the trial: ‘I 
thought I was going to die. I 
was terrified the dogs might 
be used to attack me. I got out 
and William and Samuel were 
both coming towards me. They 
came towards me and my arm 
went up to William’s chest. I 
never intentionally went to stab 
anybody. Whatever happened, 
if it was my knife that did it, it 
was a complete accident.’

Despite complaining of a 
‘vicious, aggressive attack’, it 
was noted that Edwards had not 
a single, visible mark on him, 
and none were recorded by 
ambulance staff or police. The 

only mention of any injuries 
was a pain to his side that he 
complained of, for which he 
was given paracetamol. 

Fiscal Eoin McGinty said: 
‘Despite this alleged vicious 
attack by two dogs and two 
people, the only person who 
was left with a visible mark was 
William McNally.’

The jury deliberated for 
around an hour and a half, 
before returning the guilty 
verdict.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
agreed to continue Edwards’ 
bail until September 28, 
deferring sentence for 
background reports.

‘Custody must be in the 
uppermost of my mind, given 
that there was use of a weapon,’ 
she added.  

Musicians mourn death of 
‘one of the best’ box players  

TALENTED: Colin Campbell died on Saturday evening. His 
campaign to save Rockfi eld saw him compose the Rockfi eld Polka. 

ON THE MOVE: Theo Legrand 
wants to make a new life for 

himself in Islay and is looking 
for a fl at and a job 

Parisian 
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the UK performing for shows 
and dances from Lewis to 
London.

Highlights of a two-week 
English tour included an 
ear-splitting reception at the 
Royal Albert Hall and The 
Festival Hall in London.

Colin Campbell And His 
Highland Band represented 
Scotland at the Welsh Ei-
steddfod for two years running 
playing with Alasdair Gillies, 
Jimmy Shand, Edinburgh City 
Pipe Band, The Corries and 
many others.

Colin accompanied Alas-
dair Gillies in more than 60 
programmes with Scottish 
Television in the early ’70s 
called ‘Alasdair Sings’ and on 
many tours.

Colin also worked with many 
other leading Gaelic singers 
including Donald Macrae, 
Calum Kennedy and Norman 
Maclean. 

Famed Oban singers Dell 

Turnbull, Erik Spence, and 
Billy Ford featured on vocals 
on various albums and indeed 
Colin himself. 

 He was invited to Canada 
three times to star on a series 
called Ceilidh which reached 
number one on the Canadian 
Network. The first visit was in 
1973. The next visit was a year 
later in 1974, with Calum Ken-
nedy, also Helen MacArthur, 
soprano. Colin also played 
along with the Cape Breton 
Fiddlers. The third and final 
visit was in 1975 and joining 
Colin on this trip were Alas-
dair Gillies, and Robin Hall 
and Jimmie Macgregor.

During the ’80s and ’90s, 
Colin gave up touring with the 
band to concentrate on playing 
in local hotels and restaurants, 
entertaining summer tourists 
and locals at McTavish’s 
Kitchen, The Park Hotel and 
the highly popular stage show 
Tartan Galore at the Corran 
Halls in Oban. 

Colin lived in Oban. He is 
survived by his wife Lorna, four 
daughters, 14 grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren.

Colin’s funeral will take place 
in Oban parish church on 
Wednesday September 16 at 
1pm.  Family flowers only have 
been requested. 

A collection will be taken for 
Clydeside Action on Asbestos.

Professional 
career spanned 
decades and 
took Colin’s band 
across the world

THE SPEED limit will be reduced 
from 60mph to 50mph on a stretch 
of the A85 between Connel and 
Achnacloich.

As reported at the Connel com-
munity council meeting on Sep-
tember 8, Transport Scotland will 
start work in the coming months to 
reduce the speed on the 3.5-mile 
section of road, following concerns 
raised at previous meetings. 

However, Transport Scotland said 

flashing 30mph signs at the west end 
of Connel would not be installed, 
despite requests from the commu-
nity council. In correspondence be-
tween the community council and 
the Scottish government agency, 
Transport Scotland said research 
had shown there were other areas in 
the country where traffic speeding 
as it approached a 30mph was more 
of a problem, and they would be 
prioritised for new signs.

Speed cut on stretch of A85

OBAN RNLI lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald launched in the 
early hours of  Wednesday 
morning after reports of 
people in the water at Corran 
Esplanade, Oban.

The lifeboat was tasked by 
Stornoway Coastguard at 
1.40am with the volunteer 
crew arriving on scene minutes 
later to search the shoreline. By 
1.48am Stornoway Coastguard 
had contacted the lifeboat to 
inform it that everyone had 
been accounted for. 

A FIRST meeting of the com-
mittee overseeing the tender 
process for west coast ferries 
met this week in Edinburgh.

Argyll Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, from Mull, said it had 
been a positive meeting. She 
confi rmed there was likely to 
be four group meetings. She  
is the Independent councillor 
representative on the panel.

A SIGHTING of a rare white roe deer ‘will not be a one off ’ 
says a Benderloch wildlife enthusiast who saw the beast 
this week on the shorefront near to Ledaig.

Graham Hughes saw the animal at 5.30am in the morning 
in the garden of one of the houses in the area.

Graham has visited the area again – but has not managed 
to catch a sight of the deer. He believes he will not be the 
only person who has seen the unique animal and would like 
to hear from anyone who has also seen the animal. He can 
be contacted via editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Lifeboat launched 
to search shoreline 

First meeting of 
ferry tender group 

Rise in number of 
twins in the area 

Rare white roe deer on 
shorefront near Ledaig
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Open class: flowers:  One vase perennials: H 
MacLeod;  One vase sweet peas, mixed, 12 
spikes: A Pringle;  One vase shrubs: H MacLe-
od; One bloom dahlia - giant or large decorative, 
10” or over: A Pringle;  One bloom dahlia - giant 
or large cactus, 10” or over: I Brown; Three 
blooms dahlias - medium cactus, 6-8”: 1 D Mc-
Dougall, 2 I Brown; Three blooms dahlias - 
small decorative, 4-6”: I Brown; Three blooms 
dahlias - miniature decorative, not over 4”: D 
McDougall; Three blooms dahlias - small cac-
tus, 4-6”: 1 I Brown, 2 D McDougall; Three 
blooms dahlias - small ball, 4-6”: 1 I Brown, 2 D 
McDougall, 3 A Pringle; Three blooms dahlias 
- miniature ball, not over 4”: 1 I Brown, 2 D 
McDougall, 3 A Pringle; Three blooms dahlias 
– collarette: 1 D McDougall, 2 I Brown; Three 
blooms dahlias - miniature cactus: D McDou-
gall; One vase four asters:  A Pringle; One vase 
four Scotch marigolds: 1 I Brown, 2 H MacLe-
od, 3 D McDougall; One vase four African 
marigolds: H MacLeod; One vase four French 
marigolds: 1 L Scott, 2 I Brown, 3 H MacLeod;  
One vase four sp antirrhinums: 1 I Brown, 2 H 
MacLeod; One vase four roses: I Brown; One 
vase one rose: I Brown; One vase six pansies or 
violas: 1 I Brown, 2 L Scott, 3 H MacLeod; One 
vase of one gladiolus: 1 H MacLeod, 2 I Brown; 
One pot plant in bloom: 1 L Scott, 2 H MacLe-
od, 3 D McDougall; One orchid: 1 H MacLeod, 
2 I Brown; One foliage plant: 1 H MacLeod, 2 
M Scott, 3 D McDougall;  DT Brown Seeds Top 
Vase Competition: A Pringle. Open class : veg-
etable: Collection of vegetables: H MacLeod; 
Four potatoes, coloured, one variety: 1 A Prn-
gle, 2 H MacLeod, 3 D McDougall; Four pota-
toes, white, one variety: 1 A Pringle, 2 D Mc-
Dougall, 3 H MacLeod; One cabbage: 1  D 
McDougall, 2 L Scott; Two heads celery: H 
MacLeod; Three carrots – long: H MacLeod;  
Three carrots - stump rooted: H MacLeod; 
Three garden turnips: H MacLeod; Three beet, 
round: 1 H MacLeod, 2 L Scott; Three leeks, 
long: H MacLeod; Three leeks, pot: 1 H Ma-
cLeod, 2 D McDougall; Three onions (not from 
sets): 1 H MacLeod, 2 D McDougall; Four to-
matoes: L Scott; Nine pods peas: 1 H Ma-
cLeod, 2 D McDougall; Nine pods broad beans: 
H MacLeod; Four shallots: H MacLeod; Three 
onions (grown from sets):  H MacLeod; One 
marrow: H MacLeod;  Three parsnips: H Ma-
cLeod;  top tray: H MacLeod. amateur class : 
flowers: One vase sweet peas, nine spikes, 

ORGANISERS: Taynuilt horticultural show 
committee Lawrence Scott, president, Gavin 
Carswell and Dougie MacDougall, secretary 
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A HIGHLAND communi-
ty-owned cinema,  which opened 
one week prior to the Oban 
Phoenix Cinema in 2012, has had 
to close its doors. 

Papers lodged at Wick Sheriff 
court on July 24 show that Thurso 
Cinema is to be wound up by Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs.

The company, The Thurso 
Cinema, Limited, ran Thurso on 
behalf of the community group 
which owned the building. The 
company had made a bid to run 
Oban Phoenix Cinema but the 
plans were rejected by the volun-
teer board.

Cinema convenor Louise 
Glen-Lee said: ‘It is a real shame 
to see a cinema close. At one point 
our hands were almost forced to go 
into partnership with the operating 
company at Thurso and it is thanks 
to a strong board and the support 
of the community that we decided 
to continue to keep our cinema in 
the hands of local people. 

‘It would have been a great shame 
if we had gone into a partnership 
because we could also have been 
looking at closure today. We have 
had good summer trading and we 
are looking forward to welcoming 
plenty of visitors over the winter.’

OBAN community council has 
officially asked for police calls 
about Oban to be answered in 
Oban.

At an Oban community council 
meeting last week, community 
councillor George Berry said: 
‘Speaking to local people is 
invaluable when you speak to the 
police.’ 

Explaining that he has had 
difficulties getting information in 
both Oban and Fort William when 
he goes through the police 101 line, 
he continued: ‘I would much rather 
get through to the local station 
because people are more likely to 
know what we are talking about.’

Inspector Mark Stephen said: 
‘The centre has dictated the 101 
number. 

‘Local stations are invaluable. 
But all calls are now routed 
through the centre.’

UNPAID work will be carried 
out by a Fort William man who 
slapped a woman and attempted to 
slap a child. 

Gzregorz Wszelaki admitted 
assaulting the woman and her son 
at an address in the town in June 
this year when he appeared at Fort 
William sheriff court on Friday 
(September 4). 

The 31-year-old also pleaded 
guilty to breaking the woman’s 
phone after they had argued on 
June 24 or 25 but Sheriff Brian 
Cameron admonished him on this 
charge. 

Procurator fiscal Alison Wylie 
told the court the Polish national 
tried to hit the boy, but his female 
victim intervened. 

Wszelaki was ordered to carry 
out 90 hours of unpaid work in the 
community. 

Doors close 
on cinema 

Plea to keep 
calls local

on their bikes 

Woman and 
son assaulted 

POLICE officers in Oban are 
using a traditional form of 
transport when they patrol the 
town centre.

The officers in group four have 
been taking to pedal power to 
undertake duties in the town 
centre. Community police officer 
Jeremy Moore said: ‘In reponse 
to questions at the last Oban 
community council some of the 
younger members of staff on the 
force are using their bikes to get 
about the town.’

mixed: 1 F Beaton, 2 M Montgomery, 3 I Mac-
nab;  One vase perennials: 1 R Carswell, 2 M 
Brown; One vase three dahlias: 1 D McDougall, 
2  K Clayton;  One vase dahlias, three blooms, 
medium cactus: D McDougall; One vase dahl-
ias, three blooms, cactus: D McDougall; One 
vase dahlias, three blooms, poms:  D McDou-
gall;  One vase dahlias, large poms, three 
blooms or honeycomb: D McDougall; Three 
blooms, miniature cactus: D McDougall; One 
vase four Scotch marigolds: 1 M Scott, 2 L 
Scott; One vase four French marigolds: L Scott; 
One vase four African marigolds: L Scott; One 
vase six violas or pansies: 1 I Macnab, 2 F Bea-
ton, 3 L Scott; One vase four phlox: M Brown; 
One vase chrysanthemums, three blooms, one 
variety: L Scott; One pot plant in bloom: 1 L 
Scott, 2 M Montgomery, 3 M Brown;  One foli-
age plant: 1 D McDougall, 2 M Scott; One be-
gonia: D McDougall;  One vase three roses: 1 R 
Carswell, 2 M Montgomery, 3 M Brown; One 
vase single rose: 1 R Carswell, 2  M Montgom-
ery, 3 M Brown. Amateur class:  Three potatoes, 
coloured, one variety: 1 D McDougall, 2 L 
Scott; Three potatoes, white, one variety: D 
McDougall; One cabbage: 1 L Scott, 2 D Mc-
Dougall; Three beet, round: L Scott;  Three 
leeks, pot; 4”-6” to button:  D McDougall; 
Three onions (not from sets): D McDougall; 
Three courgettes: D McDougall; Nine pods 
peas: 1  I MacLean, 2 D McDougall; Nine pods 
broad beans: 1 M Montgomery, 2 I MacLean; 
One cauliflower: 1 L Scott;  Four tomatoes: 1 L 
Scott, 2 I MacLean, 3 R Bowers; One cucum-

ber: L Scott. Challenge cups and trophies: Soci-
ety’s Challenge Cup for most points in the open 
class vegetables: Hugh MacLeod; Taynuilt Ho-
tel Cup for most points in open flowers: Ian 
Brown; Munro Cup for Best Exhibit in Horti-
cultural Classes (30): Hugh MacLeod; Cru-
achan Cup for most points in amateur class, 
flowers: D McDougall; Melville Cup for most 
points in amateur class, vegetables: D McDou-
gall; Nant Cup for best garden: L Scott;  Socie-
ty’s Cup for Best Flower Garden:  L Scott/J 
Reid;  Lodge St Modan Cup for Best Garden in 
Housing Scheme: J MacLennan;  Brochroy Cup 
for most points in Floral Section: Islay Macnab; 
Society’s Cup for most points in Preserves Sec-
tion: K Campbell;  Fleming Cup for Best Exhib-
it in Children’s Section: Gemma Carswell; 
Muckairn Cup for most points in Baking Sec-
tion: R Purdie; Neil Jackson Memorial Cup for 
Best Exhibit in Amateur Class, Horticultural: I 
MacLean; Mrs C Campbell Memorial Cup for 
most points in baking classes: A Weavind;  Jack 
Brown Memorial Cup for Best Vegetable Gar-
den: L Scott; Andrew Cameron Cup for most 
points in Amateur Classes: L Scott; Special 
Prize - £5 for best set of leeks in show: H Ma-
cLeod;  Special Prize - £5 for best vase of dahlias 
in show: I Brown. Floral classes:  An arrange-
ment of mixed flowers in a basket: 1 Islay Mac-
nab, 2 K Clayton; A Gent’s buttonhole and a 
lady’s corsage: Islay Macnab; An arrangement 
with driftwood:  K Clayton;  An arrangement to 
celebrate Taynuilt: Islay Macnab;  An arrange-
ment depicting a pantomime: 1 Islay Macnab, 2 
K Clayton; An arrangement for frontal effect: 1 
D MacFarlane, 2 Islay Macnab;  Photo 6” x 4”, 
mounted not framed, of a local landscape: 1 R 
Huntington, 2 R Carswell; An arrangement for 
a dining table: Islay Macnab;  An arrangement 
of foliage, seedheads and berries: Islay Macnab. 
Baking and jams: Cherry cake: 1  A Weavind, 2 
B MacLean, 3 R Purdie;  Sultana cake: 1 A 
Weavind, 2 R Purdie, 3 B MacLean; Madeira 
cake: 1 R Purdie, 2 R Carswell, 3 A Weavind;  
Gingerbread (8oz flour) melting method, no 
fruit: 1 B MacLean, 2 A Weavind, 3 R Purdie;  
Fruit loaf, no yeast, dark: 1 A Weavind, 2  M 
Carswell, 3 B MacLean; Chocolate sponge 
filled with chocolate butter icing: 1 Moira 
Carswell, 2 R Purdie, 3 B MacLean; Victoria 
sponge, no filling, plain, in two parts: 1 R 
Purdie, 2 Sophie Carswell, 3 B MacLean; Four 
shortbread rounds 3” diameter: 1 D McDougall, 

2 A Weavind, 3 R Purdie;  A clootie dumpling: 
Karen Campbell;  Queen cakes, four, with fruit: 
1 B MacLean, 2 R Purdie;  Four treacle scones, 
oven: 1 A Weavind, 2 M Montgomery, 3 R 
Carswell;  Four pancakes: Moira Carswell;  
Four oven scones: 1 M Montgomery, 2 A 
Weavind, 3 Gavin Carswell;  One apple tart 7”: 
1 S Huntingford, 2 R Purdie; One loaf, white, 
made with yeast: R Purdie; One loaf, brown, 
made with yeast, machine: B MacLean;  Four 
square fruit slices: S Huntingford; Four choco-
late brownies, no nuts: 1 B MacLean, 2 M 
Montgomery, 3 R Purdie; Four oatcakes, trian-
gular: R Purdie; Six pieces tablet (not fudge): 1 
R Purdie, 2 B MacLean, 3 A Weavind;  Six 
pieces coconut ice: R Purdie; Four decorated 
fairy cakes: Stewart Mobey; Four macaroon 
tarts: R Purdie;  One raspberry jam: 1 Stewart 
Mobey, 2 D McDougall, 3 R Carswell;  One 
rhubarb and ginger jam: 1 R Carswell, 2 Gavin 
Carswell; One lemon curd: 1 Gavin Carswell, 2 
R Carswell; One bramble and apple jelly: Karen 
Campbell; One marmalade: 1 Karen Campbell, 
2 R Carswell;  One blackcurrant jam: 1 Karen 
Campbell, 2 Gavin Carswell, 3 R Carswell; One 
blackcurrant jelly: 1 Karen Campbell, 2 Stewart 
Moby; One strawberry jam: S Huntingford. 
Children’s classes: Girls and boys, 5 and under: 
Painting/drawing of an animal: C Livingstone;  
Arrangement of flowers: Kara Scott; One sun-
flower in a pot: C Livingstone; Girls and boys, 6 
to 12 years: Arrangement of garden flowers: = 
Gemma Carswell/Eilidh Kastner; Model made 
from natural material: Gemma Carswell; Paint-
ing/drawing of an animal: 1= Lauren Robinson/
Gemma Carswell, 2 = Bernadette McMullan/
Lily Robinson;  One sunflower in a pot: Eilidh 
Kastner; Under 12 years baking: Four decorat-
ed cup cakes: 1 Gemma Carswell, 2 Lauren 
Robinson, 3 Lily Robinson;  Four cookies: 1 
Lauren Robinson, 2 Lily Robinson, 3=  Berna-
dette McMullen/Gemma Carswell; Four pan-
cakes: 1 Lily Robinson, 2 Gemma Carswell. 
Special classes: Best all round garden in Tay-
nuilt postal area: L Scott; Best flower garden in 
Taynuilt postal area: = L Scott/J Reid;  Best 
vegetable garden: L Scott; Best flower plot: Mrs 
Potter; Best garden in Achlonan housing 
scheme: 1 No39, 2 No 48;  Best garden in Cru-
achan Cottages housing scheme: 1  J MacLen-
nan, 2 Mrs Potter, 3 Mrs A Gibb; Best garden in 
Achnafearna & Aldersyde HS (no entries from 
Aldersyde): 1 No 14, 2 No 17.

Taynuilt horticultural society show results

SPEAK now or hospital services in 
Oban may be lost to Fort , that was the 
message at Oban community council.

Arising out of news that Fort Wil-
liam was likely to get a purpose-built 
hospital in the next few years council-
lor Duncan MacIntyre said it was time 
to consider where the hospital in Oban 

DESPITE torrential rain in 
the morning and a forecast of 
more to come, the Oban Mem-
ory Walk survived the weather 
to raise more than £500.

The participants walked 
from Dunbeg to Ganavan and 
back, with the walk one of 
many organised by Alzheimer 
Scotland throughout Scotland 
over the next few weeks.

People pay a fee to register 
for the walk, and are asked to 
make memories walking with 
someone who is living with 
dementia, or perhaps to walk 
in memory of someone who 
had dementia. 

Oban’s dementia advisor 
Sue Pagan said: ‘It was a great 
afternoon and lovely to see 
everyone take off along the 
path. We had a few folk who 
were very fast, going to Dun-
beg and back in minutes, but 
most people took their time.

‘I’d really like to thank every-
one who walked, and all the 
volunteers who helped make 
the Memory Walk happen 

and run smoothly. Thanks 
also to the stores in Oban that 
donated snacks and water for 
the walkers and volunteers.’

Oban walker Morag Mac-
Neill said: ‘I thoroughly en-
joyed the outing and it stayed 
dry for most of the walk. It’s 
a good idea to raise funds.  I 
know quite a number of peo-
ple from my home in Barra 
and in Oban who live with this 
disease, and anything we can 
do to raise awareness is good 
– especially if funds are being 
raised too.’

Sue added: ‘Without fund-
raisers, we would not be able 
to provide information and 
support for people here in 
Argyll living with dementia, or 
help their families and carers 
who are also affected by this 
disease. If anyone is worried 
about dementia, or just wants 
to learn more - please pop  in 
to the Dementia Resource 
Centre in Oban’s High Street 
- we want to make sure nobody 
faces dementia alone.’

Memory walkers step in with £500 for charity funds

The entrants get ready for the start of the Alzheimer Scotland Oban Memory Walk

Speak up now or Oban hospital 
services will be lost, says council
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

ART SHOW: winner of the 
Alba Cup at the Oban Art 
Society Exhibition was 
Philip Coyle of Ardfern. 
Philip, right, received 
his award from Graham 
Fraser, sponsor, accom-
panied by Monika Smyth 
and Michael Shaw of the 
art society.  Each year the 
Alba Cup is presented 
for the best work on a 
prescribed subject and is 
voted on by the public. 
This year’s title was Alien. 

THE NUMBER of young people in 
Argyll and Bute who are on the path 
to sustainable employment is well 
above the national average, accord-
ing to figures released this week. 

Participation measure figures, 
released by Skills Development Scot-
land, show that 91.2 per cent of young 
people in Argyll and Bute aged be-
tween 16 and 19 years are currently 
in employment, education or training 
– the national average being 87.6 per 
cent, putting Argyll and Bute is in 
the top 10 of 32 local authority areas. 
Argyll and Bute council’s policy lead 
for education and lifelong learning, 
councillor Rory Colville said: ‘This 
report highlights the efforts that have 
been made to support young people 
by all partners that has enabled 
our young people to make positive 
progress and access appropriate 
pathways into work.’

On the path to 
employment

was going and what services would be 
provided.

Last week’s meeting heard council-
lor Duncan MacIntyre argue that the 
two areas must work together.

‘Recruiting specialist staff is difficult 
in rural hospitals. But most consult-
ants are available to people. 

‘Fewer specialists are coming onto 
the job market making it difficult to 
recruit staff.

‘Without doubt the problem is the 
NHS does not have the staff or skilled 
people. 

‘If we go back a few years there was 
the opportunity to build a new hospi-
tal at Ballachulish. 

‘They may well be looking at a new 
hospital in Fort William. 

‘Oban and Belford need to knock 
heads together to get the best for both 
areas. 

‘We have to be sensible and say what 
is best for the West Highlands we need 
to make sure we have the work for 
them to do.’

Duncan Martin, a community coun-
cillor, agreed: ‘We will have a single 
team working for both hospitals.
Everyone wants new services.’ 

Community council chairwoman 
Marri Malloy said: ‘I highlighted this 
problem two years ago. 

‘Our hospital is under threat. My job 
here on the community council is to 
make sure our hospital stays staffed 
and stays open.’

Community councillor George Ber-
ry said: ‘There is no cost to someone’s 
health. 

‘If all the money to be spent on 
nuclear budgets was spent on the NHS 
then it would be able to meet every-
one’s needs.’

Art cup 
winner 
top draw 
at show 

NOMINATIONS OPEN ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2015
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THE WORLD’S refugee 
crisis has hit home with people 
in Argyll with thousands of 
donations being made over the 
last few days to charities and 
collecting points.

Oban, Taynuilt, Tiree, Seil - 
the response has been called 
‘overwhelming’ with donations 
coming in from all over the 
area.

The humanitarian crisis 
was crystallised for many 
people with one image used 
throughout UK media last 
week. It touched the hearts 
of people throughout and the 
response in north Argyll was 
to do something. 

The picture was of three-
year-old Aylan Kurdi from 
Syria, who had drowned after 
the boat he was travelling in 
with his family, from Turkey to 
Greece, capsized.

Aylan is one of more than 
3,000 people this year who 
have drowned while trying to 
reach Europe.

The United Nations reports 
that more that 42,000 people 
every day are being forced to 
leave their homes to travel 
elsewhere in their country or 
abroad.

HEADSTONES in an ancient 
graveyard are being used as 
a sheep pen, a deputy lord 
lieutenant (DLL) has claimed.

Despite numerous emails  
to Argyll and Bute council 
from DLL for Lochaber Ian 
Thornber, more than 70 sheep 
were found inside Kilbrandon 
graveyard at Balvicar with the 
animals roaming around the 
tombstones.

The council says it has now 
made the cemetery secure and 
has asked people to use the 
access responsibly.

While researching the grave-
yard for his popular Oban 
Times column, Morvern Lines, 
Mr Thornber said a dead sheep 
carcass was lying on a grave. 

Mr Thornber continued: 
‘Frankly the site is a disgrace.

‘It is galling to find sheep 
fouling any grave and rubbing 
themselves against anyone’s 
headstone but worse where 
it commemorates someone 
who gave their life during the 
Great War and others who 
made notable contributions to 
the parish, Argyll and further 
afield. 

‘Judging by the volume of 
excrement and the smell these 
animals had been in there for 

A TEENAGER infl icted burns on 
a friend after a day of playing 
computer games together, Fort 
William sheriff  court heard on 
Friday. 

William Ringland, of Lochside 
Apartments in Fort William, 
admitted assaulting the 
15-year-old by clamping a 
hair straightener around his 
wrist and holding it there on 
November 9 last year. 

Defence solicitor Clare Russell 
said the 18-year-old didn’t 
know the appliance was hot 
and removed it as soon as he 
realised he was burning his 
friend.

But procurator fi scal 
Alison Wylie argued that 
the straightener had been 
clamped around the victim’s 
wrist for about two minutes, 
causing burns which required 
‘minor medical attention’. 

Ms Wylie added the matter 
only came to light weeks 
later when a teacher noticed 
scarring on the victim.

Sheriff  Brian Cameron 
deferred sentencing for a 
psychiatric report. 

A FORT William teenager has been 
found not guilty of assault and sexual 
assault.

At Fort William sheriff court on 
Friday, Reece MacIsaac, of Birch 
Road, Caol, denied repeatedly hitting 
a woman’s head against a glass table, 
throwing a broom at her, putting 
her in a headlock and touching her 
breasts at an address in Fort William 
on November 21 last year.

After a four-hour trial, sheriff Brian 

Cameron found the 18-year-old not 
guilty as a result of discrepancies in 
crown evidence. The alleged victim 
appeared as the first witness, and told 
the court MacIsaac had pulled her by 
the waist on to a couch with him and 
didn’t let her go, before putting both 
hands on her breasts. She said she 
had to shout to her friends, who were 
in another room, to help her. She then 
said MacIsaac became angry and put 
her in a headlock before ‘smashing 

her head off a table’. The second 
witness supported the first statement, 
but said she had been in the room 
during the alleged sexual assault 
and saw it herself. But the defence 
witness, another teenage girl who had 
been at the property, denied any of 
it happened and said the complainer 
had been the one acting violently 
during an argument. 

Sheriff Cameron said: ‘I heard from 
three witnesses and I have to say the 

most credible and reliable was the last 
witness [for the defence]. 

MacIsaac also denied behaving in 
a threatening and abusive manner 
towards the three girls, which Sheriff 
Cameron found to be not proven. 

The accused pleaded guilty to two 
charges of threatening and abusive 
behaviour towards police officers  
who attended the incident and sen-
tence was deferred until October  13 
for background reports.  

TIMESLINECounting sheep a nightmare for mourners

DISRESPECT: more than 70 sheep were found inside an ancient graveyard at Kilbrandon church in 
Balvicar, Isle of Seil

weeks. I was very disappointed 
to see that despite my com-
plaint of some weeks ago, no 
permanent means of securing 
the gate had been put in place 
by the council allowing the 
sheep to wander in and out at 
will from the adjacent fields. 

‘Not only are the sheep 
rubbing against the modern 
upright stones, but they are 
lying on and scraping and dam-
aging the surfaces of a number 
of important 600-year-old 
recumbent grave slabs which 
are no less than works of art 
and a big part of our cultural 
heritage.

‘This is happening in just the 
same way as the monuments 
are which ISIS are destroying 
in the Middle East to the 
shame and rage of the Western 
world.

‘The irony is that two stones 
in particular commemorate 
a family of Maclachlans who 
were noted, national, collec-
tors of rare Gaelic manuscripts 
now in the National Library of 
Scotland. 

‘These Maclachlans lived 
locally (at Kilbride) and it 
has been said that if it wasn’t 
for them the Gaelic language 
would have died out a great 

genealogists and others in 
search of the two war graves 
amongst the headstones, there 
are serious health issues here 
and damage being done to the 
important historical stones 
and the remains of the medi-
eval church which will be of 
concern to Historic Scotland 
and The Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland. 

‘In all other respects the 
council’s grass-cutting in this 
cemetery is exemplary,’ he 
added.

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokesman said: ‘Our amenity 
services team has worked to 
make the cemetery secure 
since this incident, as well as 
discussing the issue with the 
local farmer.

‘We will do everything we 
can to close the area off to an-
imals, however, we would also 
appeal to people to use the 
cemetery responsibly. We have 
had several reports of the gate 
being left open and one report 
of vandalism whereby the gate 
was actually removed. 

‘Our staff will be on site this 
week and will ensure the gate 
is secured and that the grass is 
tidied up.’

deal sooner; they helped keep 
it alive. 

‘It is ironic to say the least 
that the Royal National Mod 
is coming to Oban this year. 
There the language will be 

extolled with pride and all the 
while the sheep in Balvicar are 
manuring and destroying their 
graves. I can’t think of a better 
way of putting it.

‘I managed to eject the ma-

jority of the sheep other than 
around nine which, of course, 
meant I couldn’t secure the 
gate even temporarily. Quite 
apart from the disgusting mess 
confronting family mourners, 

Argyll responds to refugee crisis
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

THOUSANDS OF DONATIONS MADE  TO CHARITIES AND COLLECTING POINTS ACROSS THE REGION

Since the start of this year, 
more than 320,000 people have 
crossed the Mediterranean, 
undertaking treacherous 
journeys from Syria, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Sudan, and other 
countries torn apart by war, 
persecution, and a horrifying 
list of human miseries. 

One in four refugees are from 
Syria and the vast majority of 
people are aged 18 and under.

Oban law graduate Emma 
Ainsley, 22, has started a 
collection to take items directly 
to Calais - through a registered 
organisation CalAid.

She has already been offered 
a van. 

Emma explained: ‘I wanted 
to do something where I  knew 
the aid would get through 
to people who really need 
support.

‘The advice we have been 
given is that warm clothes for 
men are really needed as well 
as sleeping bags and tents.’

Emma is offering to pick up 
items - phone 07796367928 - or 
they can be dropped off at 21 
Argyll Square at Ainsley Smith 
and Co chartered accountants. 
She has set up a Facebook 
Argyll Relief for Refugees.

Oban’s Youth Cafe has been 
inundated with items after 
making a call for items to help 
displaced people.

The collection is now 
temporarily closed due to the 
sheer volume of items received.  
Organisers thanked everyone 
for donations which were ‘way 
beyond expectations’.

A collection day in Taynuilt 
saw teacher Claire Bryden 
hold an afternoon for a 
humanitarian collection for 
the crisis in Europe at Taynuilt 
village hall. 

She said: ‘Half of the 

collection will go to Greece 
and half will join a convoy 
from Glasgow to Calais.’

A walk is due to take place on 
the isle of Tiree on Saturday, 
September 12, at 2pm at Gott 
Bay.

Islander Hannah Wright 
said: ‘The people of Tiree will 
gather together in unison to 
demonstrate and walk Gott 
Bay beach to show that even 
the smallest islands of Britain 
are wanting their voices heard 
by our government to do more 
for the refugee crisis.’

Breege Smith, of Benderloch, 
added: ‘I’m running an event 
on September 18 at the rugby 
club and everyone attending 
has been asked to take along 
a bag of toiletries to send to 
refugee centres. The response 
has been fantastic.’

ACTION: Emma Ainsley, left, 
who is planning to take aid to 
Calais, with Christine Howson, 
who donated a tent and other 

items

I wanted to do something 
where I knew the aid would 
get through to the people 
who really need support”

Emma Ainsley
Oban

Teenager not guilty of assaulting woman

THE ANNUAL Argyll Beats Car-
diovascular Disease (ABCD) spon-
sored walk took place last Sunday 
raising £1,000.

The group started the six-mile 
circuit at Oban hospital then made its 
way round Gallanach via the Kerrera 

slipway and back by Glenshellach.
Andy Henderson, secretary of 

ABCD, said: ‘We used to be involved 
with the British Heart Foundation 
and raised money for them, then 
we set up our own foundation so we 
could spend the money locally.’

Carol Johnston, who was taking 
part in the sponsored walk with her 
son, said: ‘It’s something we look 
forward to and it helps those who are 
affected by the disease.’

ABCD trustee Glenda Critchley 
said: ‘I’ve taken part in the walk for 

the last four years. It’s very important 
for the charity to get as many people 
as possible to take part. It’s one of a 
few good things we do each year.’

The total sum raised by the char-
ity since it started 15 years ago is 
£200,000.

STEPPING OUT: walkers at the start of the Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease walk on Sunday.

Group legs it six miles to boost ABCD charity coffers

Youth infl icted 
burns on friend

GHOSTS do exist, a GP from 
Oban told a meeting of Lorn 
and Islands Health and Care 
Locality Forum on Monday 
evening.

These ‘ghosts’, NHS High-
land’s Lorn and Islands 
locality director Dr Richard 
Wilson explained, are people 
registered at a medical or 
dental practice who do not 
actually exist, but still ap-
pear on the system.

Dr Wilson said: ‘We have 
had a number of diff erent 
explanations for these 
anomalies. 

‘In some cases we have 
even had a number of diff er-
ent people using the same 
name to receive medical 
treatment.’

A FREE talk for people working 
in the creative industries will 
be held tonight, Thursday, in 
the Kinetic Studio on Mill Lane 
in Oban.

Bespoke, Boutique And 
International is an informal 
session aimed at small to 
medium-sized creative 
businesses keen to work with 
national and international 
clients.

It is hosted by David Freer, 
co-founder of boutique design 
studio O Street. 

David will share ideas 
and examples on building 
new business leads and 
relationships in national and 
international locations, as 
well as looking at new ways of 
working remotely.

Ghostly practice 
revealed by GP 

Creative industry 
in talk spotlight  
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MACPHEDRANS from Scotland, 
England, USA and Canada gathered in 
Inveraray last weekend for a clan reunion, 
then toured their historic sites in Argyll.

After talks on their origins by clan 
historians Angus Macmillan and 
Kenneth MacTaggart in the Nicol Hall, 
they went south to Keills Chapel near 
Tayvallich.  

Here their oldest known ancestor 
Cormac MacPhedran’s grave stone 
is preserved, dating back to the 14th 
century. 

At Killevin they also inspected the 
gravestone of John MacPhedran of 

Cladich House, Crarae. John, who died in 
1751, was the Loch Fyne ferryman and the 
ancestor of everyone present. A ceilidh in 
Inveraray followed in the evening, with 
musicians from Benderloch.

The following days saw trips to Inveraray 
Castle to explore their Campbell 
connections and to Port Sonachan on 
Loch Awe, where their lands and ferry 
rights were traditionally granted for 
service to Robert the Bruce in the lead-
up to the Battle of Bannockburn. 

They also visited the ancient 
MacPhedran arrow-making forge at 
Benderloch. 

A LEWIS pipe band is to benefit from a £10,000 grant from 
the National Lottery that will help to enlist the support of 
two world champion drummers.

The money was granted to the Nicolson Institute Music 
Trust, based in Stornoway, and will finance a new pro-
gramme, the Big Noise Project.

The trust has developed a partnership with Lewis Pipe 
Band and the two groups share tuition and equipment.

The money means the trust can buy equipment and pay 
for tuition from D2 Percussio and Red Hot Chilli Pipers’ 
drummers David Ross and David Henderson.

The pair, who recently won the world pipe band champion 
ships with Shotts and Dykehead band, are already inspiring 
school pupils to take up snare drumming. 

David Ross and David Henderson will provide coaching 
workshops with the groups.

AFTER a wet few months, rainfall in Arisaig was below 
average in August at just under five inches. 

This brings rain for the year to date to 42 and a half inches, 
still much higher than usual. 

The average daily temperature ranged from 11.4°C to 
18.7°C, both average for this time of year.

The coldest night in the village was 8°C, also average, but 
the hottest day saw the temperature soar to 30°C on August 
23, the warmest August day this century. 

STAFF from Kinlochleven’s 
Co-operative store doubled 
their target when they raised 
£1,200 for a new bench for 
the village war memorial. 

Employees dressed up and 
walked from the store to the 
Black Water Reservoir (Big 
Dam) on August 8 as part 
of the shop’s ‘community 
pioneer’ project, introduced 
as part of a refit in January 
this year. 

Sheena Mitchell, 
Kinlochleven’s community 
pioneer, said: ‘I’m delighted 
with the success of this 
recent event and the support 
the community has shown 
for this and every other 
event the store has held so 
far.’ 

Two Plockton high school pupils have achieved the fi rst 
level of the Saltire Award for volunteering. Cara Finlayson, 
left, and Molly McCallum, both second year, demonstrated 
commitment to helping others by interning in the school 

library

WESTERN Isles council’s trading 
standards team has issued a warning 
about rogue traders selling mattresses 
from the back of vans. 

The doorstep sellers are selling 
cheap mattresses which may not 
comply with safety regulations and 

could be a fire hazard, according 
to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. The 
products could even be second hand, 
recovered and labelled with logos 
to look new. A Trading Standards 
spokesman said: ‘The mattress scam 
has been known to our Trading 

Standards colleagues throughout the 
country for several years, however, 
we believe this is the first time the 
islands have been targeted.’

Incidents and scams should be 
reported by calling 01851 822694 or 
01851 701702.

THE TABLES were 
turned onDuror primary 
school pupils when they 
made dinner for a change. 

The youngsters hosted 
a ‘seed to plate’ evening 
in Kentallen and Duror 
village hall on August 31, 
dishing out potatoes and 
onions they had grown at 
school to 51 guests. 

The children were in-
volved in every stage from 
planting, researching rec-
ipes and inviting guests. 
The home-grown onions 
also won second place at 
the recent Glencoe and 
District gardening show.

Lewis

AT THE latest meeting of Coll community council it was re-
vealed that no money had been allocated towards improving 
the island’s roads. 

A copy of the major budgets had been sent to the secre-
tary, who informed members that no capital expenditure 
had been given to Coll. It was then agreed the community 
council should consider an action plan regarding the roads 
because of the lack of capital. 

It was agreed to discuss the matter at the September meet-
ing of the group.

COLL community council again recorded concerns about 
passengers being left behind in Oban during the Tiree Music 
Festival weekend, July 17-19.

The meeting heard: ‘The Tiree Music Festival had caused 
some problems, as in previous years. A letter had been writ-
ten to Caledonian MacBrayne.

‘The main point of the complaint was the way in which 
islanders had been treated at the Oban terminal when two 
young islanders were stranded in Oban even though they had 
presented themselves at the boarding gate in time, but were 
turned away because the boat was full.’

Customer services had replied on behalf of the commercial 
director offering compensation and agreed that the situation 
on the day had not been correct. 

NOT BEING included in Aryll and Bute council meetings 
that concern Coll was an issue raised at the latest community 
council meeting in August.

Reagrding the middle pier on the island, the meeting 
heard: ‘A letter has been received from Pippa Milne [Argyll 
and Bute council] with an apology that our previous letter 
had lain on someone’s desk and had not been answered. She 
also stated that Argyll and Bute had no plans to sub-contract 
or sell the pier. We have since learnt that a meeting was held 
regarding all small piers on August 13.’ 

The group agreed to write to the council asking why it had 
not been invited and asking for a transcript of the meeting. 

Coll

Plockton

BENCH BOOST: staff  of Kinlochleven’s Co-op raised £1,200 by taking part in a fancy 
dress sponsored walk 

f37kinlochleven1no  

Staff step out for bench cash

Tables turned at Duror primary 

TASTY: Duror primary school pupils prepared a meal for family and friends from 
ingredients they grew themselves

TOGETHER: Clan MacPhedran at their ancient lands, Port Sonachan, Loch Awe. 

All roads lead to Argyll for 
MacPhedrans clan reunion

TIREE school has been 
working with pupils to 
develop the Golden Time 
programme. 

The school hopes to offer 
a range of activities for pu-
pils including gala day craft, 
construction, drawing, 
writing, darts and small play 
- castle, train track, pirate 
ship, road mat and similar.  

A newsletter from the 
school explained: ‘The num-
ber of activities we are able 
to provide is constrained by 
our staff numbers so we are 
grateful to Mr Connor who 
has offered to run the darts.  

‘We are also looking into 
ways to provide a sport/
active Golden Time activity.

‘Pupils are able to earn 
10 minutes of Golden Time 
each day by following the 
five ‘busy bee’ rules: be kind, 
be respectful, be careful, be 
honest and be hardworking.

DONNY Campbell gave a 
talk to senior pupils attend-
ing the youth café.

He spoke about Tiree 
community council and 
its work to help improve 
opportunities for everyone 
on the island.

There was a good turnout 
of pupils and the talk will 
hopefully have inspired 
some of the young people to 
think about putting them-
selves forward as a member 
of the community council. 

THE TIREE community 
council website is up and 
running. 

It can be found at www.tir-
eecommunitycouncil.co.uk.

Tiree

Parents and staff  at Oban high school recently welcomed a mini bus funded by the parent council into its fl eet. Peter 
Bain, head teacher, said: ‘We would like to say a huge thank you to our parent council and all the businesses and 

organisations who donated money towards our new school minibus. This minibus will be used to ensure our classes, 
groups and teams can travel across the country on more excursions and compete in more competitions.’

LORD Robertson of 
Port Ellen, one of Scot-
land’s most distinguished 
statesmen, spent several 
days in Morvern last 
week with his sons and 
grandson in a lodge near 
Rahoy, their ancestral 
home on the shores of 
Loch Teacuis. 

Lord Robertson, who 
was born in Port Ellen, 
Islay, was secretary 
general of NATO and 
defence secretary for the 
United Kingdom. He 
is a descendant of two 
brothers, John and Peter 
Robertson, who, from 
1866, had the tenancy 
of the once-productive 
sheep and cattle farms of 
Rahoy, Glencripesdale 
and Kinlochteacuis. 
Both brothers were well 
known stock judges and 
are buried in Kiel above 
Lochaline village.

Lord Robertson, who is 
a Knight of The Thistle 
- Scotland’s highest hon-
our - and Chancellor of 
the Most Distinguished 
Order of St Michael and 
St George, is a grand 
nephew of Miss Jessie 
Robertson, who for many 
years was the primary 
school teacher at Claggan 
on Ardtornish Estate. 

RUM: the scene of a botanical hoax

Rare treat for theatre-goers
THEATRE-GOERS in Morvern had a rare treat re-
cently when Phil Barrada, writer and creative director 
of the new Highland-based Mangonel Theatre Compa-
ny, presented two stunning one-act plays in the hall of 
Ardtornish House. 

The first, ‘Mallory - Beyond Everest’, was written 
and first performed at the Edinburgh Fringe by actor 
and mountaineer John Burns. In June 1924, George 
Mallory and Andrew Irvine vanished on their final push 
toward the unconquered summit of Everest and were 
never seen again. In his superb presentation John Burns 
speculated what demons might have haunted Mallory 
had he lived. The famous Mallory spent five days in 
1906 climbing Ben Nevis in his first full mountaineering 
trip in the British Isles. Five years later he was invited to 
Mull but went to the Alps instead.

The second, ‘The Rhum Plants’ written by Phil Baar-
da, was performed by four local actors who are current 
or recent drama graduates of Inverness College. It is 
based on the real life story of a botanical fraud on Rum 
in the 1940s by Heslop Harrison, professor of botany at 
King’s College, Durham University. 

Heslop Harrison, who had been visiting Rum (then 
spelt with an ‘h’) for some time, began to announce he 
had found many rare plants. Suspicions were raised and 
classical scholar and botanist John Raven, son of Charles 
Earle Raven, Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge 
and Master of Christ’s College, Cambridge, was asked 
to investigate. John Raven’s 1948 report, which can be 
found online at archive.bsbi.org.uk/25-1-PrestonRaven, 
is almost a work of drama in itself and inspired the 
basis of much of the play. By coincidence, John Raven 
came to live in the West Highlands in 1954 when he 
married the daughter of Mr and Mrs Owen Hugh Smith 
who owned Ardtornish Estate. Here he discovered 
many rare alpine plants on the neighbouring hills. It 
was surely appropriate that Phil Baarda brought ‘The 
Rhum Plants’ to Ardtornish House last week and that 
John Raven’s widow Faith and son Hugh were in the 
audience.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

A distinguished visitor

During their holiday 
George and his family 
climbed Beinn Iadain, 
a spectacular hill on 
the old family farm, to 
admire its alpine plants 
and the views over Ard-
namurchan to the Small 
Isles, before visiting Kiel 
to photograph their an-
cestor’s grave and its fine 
headstone which they 
had recently restored.

It is always a pleasure 
to find a Morvern man 
holding high office and 
to welcome the family 
back to their old stamp-
ing-ground.

HOLIDAY: Lord 
Robertson of Port Ellen 
at his old family farm of 
Kinlochteacuis, Morvern

Family name confusion 
A FEW weeks ago I wrote about family names. Follow-
ing this, a correspondent from Fort William has been in 
touch to tell me about two brothers from Lochaber who 
were killed on the same day in the first World War. 

They were both christened John which caused some 
confusion when their regiment came to dealing with 
their effects. 

John Carmichael and his brother of East Laroch, Bal-
lachulish, fought at Flanders with the 1st (8th Battalion) 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders (A&SH) and were 
killed in action on November 13 1916. One was a corpo-
ral and the other a private. Puzzled by the duplication of 
first names, the officer in charge of records at the A&SH 
depot in Perth wrote to the Reverend Alexander Boyd, 
the Church of Scotland minister at Ballachulish, asking 
for clarification and received the following explanation:

Dear Sir,
In reference to the enquiry regarding two brothers 

having the same name John, I have to explain that this 
peculiarity is quite common in the Highlands where the 
people are Gaelic speaking - one member of a family 
being called by an English name and another member 
of the same family being called by the equivalent Gaelic 
name so that colloquially no confusion could arise.

Thus, in regard to the soldiers in question one was 
called by the English name John and the other by the 
Gaelic name Ian (=John in English). One was named 
after his paternal grandfather and the other after his 
maternal grandfather. Similar examples in regard 
to other names are fairly common due to the fact the 
people are bilingual.

Alexander Boyd, The Manse of Glencoe, Ballachulish 
East.
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With an expanding portfolio of 
courses, increasing student num-
bers and a vision to become the 
heart of further and higher edu-
cation in the area, Argyll College 
UHI has an exciting future – and 
is seeking community leaders to 
be a part of it.

The college is inviting appli-
cations from prospective board 
members to help guide the 
organisation through a period of 
significant growth and develop-
ment.

More than 1,500 students studied 
with Argyll College across its 15 
campuses and learning centres last 
year and the organisation expects 
the number of higher education 
students to rise by 30 per cent in 
the coming academic period. The 
college is an academic partner of 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands and is a growing 
contributor to the economic devel-
opment of the region.

College Board Chair Andrew 
Campbell said: “This is an excit-

Help Argyll secure a skilled 
and local workforce 

Argyll College UHI Board Member recruitment
We are looking for up to 3 individuals to join the Board of Management of 

Argyll College UHI, one of the major success stories in Argyll and the islands. 
You will have a strong commitment to the area served by our College and the belief 

that we can develop and increase further and higher education opportunities.

You should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the value and importance of 
education and training to the future economic prosperity of Argyll and the islands 

and a commitment to the highest standards of governance.  

As a Company director and Charity Trustee of the College, you will be part of the 
Board during a period of considerable change and opportunity for this area and the 

future of further and higher education in the region. Board members are responsible 
for the leadership, management and direction of the College across its 14 campuses 

and learning centres. 

We are particularly seeking members with experience as a local employer, in 

come from the commercial, third or public sectors.  

The key requirement is a willingness to give time and energy to assist with the 
effective governance of the College. 

A commitment of approximately 15 days per academic year is required.

These positions are not remunerated; however, reasonable expenses may be claimed. 

Further information, in the form of an application pack, can be obtained by 
emailing Pauline Cameron, Secretary to the Board: pauline.cameron@uhi.ac.uk. 

 Applications, which must include a CV and cover letter may be submitted by email or by post 
to Pauline Cameron, Argyll College (UHI) Ltd, Oban Campus, Glenshellach Business Park, Oban, 

PA34 4RY by Thursday 21 September 2015. Interviews will be held on 7 October in Oban. 

We are particularly keen to welcome applications from women who are currently 
under-represented in the College’s governance structure. 

Be part of the 
exciting future of 
Argyll College

Some of the 2015 graduates

By adding extra 
skills to our 
directorate, 
Argyll College 
can continue to 
fl ourish ”

Andrew Campbell
College Board Chair

ing time for everyone involved 
with Argyll College, which has 
achieved so much since it was 
established in 1997.

“As we have grown, we now also 
operate more than 40 commer-
cial courses for both individuals 
and company-sponsored employ-
ees from health and safety to 
management development.

“For the next chapter in our sto-
ry we need experienced, dynamic 
and inspirational leaders to join 

our talented board of directors. 
By adding extra skills to our 
directorate, Argyll College can 
continue to flourish and produce 
a highly-skilled workforce for the 
prosperity of the area.”

In 2015/16 the college is 
offering its widest ever range of 
full-time higher and further ed-
ucation courses, from Business 
Administration to Construction 
and Engineering. 

And the institution is this 
year offering for the first time a 
Professional Graduate Diploma 
Education (PGDE) in Primary 
Teaching, in partnership with 
Argyll and Bute Council.

So, if you want to make a real 
difference to your community, 
and you have the skills and 
experience to contribute to 
this progressive and developing 
organisation, contact Pauline 
Cameron, Secretary to the 
Board, on 07917 791591 or at 
pauline.cameron@uhi.ac.uk for 
more information.

TIMESLINE

ALMOST £30,000 was spent 
on taxis and hire cars to ferry 
staff between Fort William and 
Mallaig during nine months of 
the Mackintosh Centre care 
home’s closure. 

NHS Highland footed the 
£28,886.60 bill for 90-mile 
round trips between November 
last year and the re-opening 
of the eight-bed home in July, 
a Freedom of Information 
request made by the Oban 
Times showed.

‘The Mack’ was closed 
for a year from July 2014 
amid allegations of poor 
practise by staff members and 
residents had to be relocated 
to Fort William’s Invernevis 
House while enquiries were 

MORE than 600 pupils from Loch-
aber high school walked 10 miles to 
raise cash for their school on Tuesday.

Pupils walked from the school to 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust at 
Torlundy, where they had lunch and 
walked back, for the annual fund-
raiser and hope to exceed last year’s 
£6,000 sum.

Head teacher Jim Sutherland said: 
‘It was a beautiful day for the walk 
and the money will go towards the 
school’s extra-curricular activities, 
such as drama, music and sports 
clubs. It is the school’s main event 
and we donate 10 per cent to a local 
charity of the children’s choice.’

Mr Sutherland gave a special 
thanks to the Forestry Commission, 
Isabel and Linda Campbell, of the 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust, 
and deputy head teacher of Lochaber 
high Donald McLean.

REVISED proposals to turn the 
old Fort William high school 
into new Highland council 
offi  ces will be available to view 
on Wednesday (September 16).

The public exhibition for the 
Achintore Road site will be held 
at Fort William’s West End Hotel 
from 1pm until 8pm. 

Amended drawings, 
refl ecting comments made 
during a previous consultation, 
will be shown, outlining plans 
for the listed building, which 
has been empty for more than 
25 years. 

Anyone unable to attend 
the exhibition can view the 
plans from 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Mondays to Fridays from 
September 17 at the Highland 
council service point in 
Lochaber House.

SCOTLAND’S largest village could have one 
less community hub as a proposal to turn it 
into flats was put forward to Highland council’s 
planning department.

Caol community council (CCC) raised 
the planning application to turn the former 
Lochaber Bar into a block of two-bedroom flats 
at its meeting on Monday evening.

The committee is fearful that once the bar is 
turned into flats the community will never get 
it back.

Stephen Young of CCC said: ‘Once you lose 
it as a commercial space it will be gone. Once 
it goes to flats that is it, no going back. But if 
you give it a chance someone could still turn it 
around.’

It was argued at the meeting that Caol has 
enough housing and that the move could also 
limit public parking on Kilmallie Road as 
ownership of the building includes a one third 
share of the front car park.

The parking area between the Co-op food 
store and the chip shop is considered essential 
by CCC.

The community council will request more 
time to respond to the application to allow 
further consultation with the community.

Revised plans go 
on view to public 

Woodland group 
lands £224,000

Transport bill to shift care 
home staff almost £30,000 

Sixth year pupils at the school got dressed up to walk the 10-mile stretch 16_f37school01

A COMMUNITY group in 
Lochaber has been awarded 
£224,000 to buy woodland.

The Scottish Land Fund 
grant was given to Glengarry 
Community Woodland to 
allow it to purchase land 
which it will then develop to 
benefi t the public, through 
parks and foot and cycle 
paths. 

Dave Thompson, MSP 
for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, said he was 
‘delighted’ about the grant.

He added: ‘The purchase 
of Glengarry Wood and the 
former Forestry Commission 
depot will involve the 
woodland and former 
depot being developed and 
managed to provide a wide 
range of economic, social 
and environmental benefi ts 
to the local community, 
which is fantastic news.’

conducted. The centre re-
opened six weeks ago, although 
investigations of management 
continue. 

Monthly costs were at a low 
of £1,204 in November last 
year, but rocketed to a high 
of £10,096.29 in March. Some 
months had no figure, as no 
invoices were paid during 
this time. Commute costs 
in the four months between 
the closure and November 
were unavailable for the same 
reason. 

A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said: ‘These are 
costs that would not normally 
have been incurred. 

‘The reason for the closure 
of Mackintosh centre at that 
time was to ensure the safety 
of residents and to ensure 
their continued care whilst 

at Invernevis. There were 
no costs charged against the 
Mackintosh budget before 
November 2014.’

A family friend of 
Mackintosh residents, who 
fought to have the pensioners 
returned home but asked not 
to be named, called the sum 
‘absolutely shocking’.

He said: ‘Imagine what that 
money could have paid for if it 
hadn’t taken so long to re-open 
the home. 

‘Most carers are on minimum 
wage [£6.50 per hour]  so they 
could have paid a member 
of staff for a whole year and 
still have had plenty left over. 
For £30,000 they could have 
employed a full-time carer and 
a part-time one. 

‘It’s absolutely shocking 
how much has been spent 

and that’s on travel alone. On 
the plus side, the residents 
are really happy to be back 
and everything seems to be 
running smoothly in the home. 
The community events have 
gone down really well.’  

The Oban Times also asked 
NHS Highland how much 
money was spent on locum 
staff, after employees resigning 
delayed the re-opening even 
further. 

A spokesman for the health 
authority said bank staff had 
been used at Invernevis during 
the period but they were 
unable to determine if this was 
as a result of the Mackintosh 
closure or staff vacancies in 
the Fort William home.

He said: ‘No bank staff were 
employed at the Mackintosh 
Centre during the closure.

‘Bank/agency staff were 
required at Invernevis during 
this period but this was as a 
result of staffing levels and 
vacancies arising in Invernevis 
during this period not related 
to the Mackintosh closure.

‘Bank staff may still have 
been required in Invernevis 
even if the Mackintosh 
Centre residents had not 
been there, however, we are 
unable to determine this level 
of information within the 40 
hours limit under the Freedom 
of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002.’

NHS Highland also denied 
claims there was a backlog of 
pensioners waiting to move in 
to Invernevis House because 
beds were filled by Mallaig 
residents. 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Debate rages over 
future of old bar

High school 
pupils step 
out in style to 
raise funds

HIGHLAND council leader 
Margaret Davidson says the 
local authority is ‘committed’ 
to helping refugees fleeing 
from Syria. 

At a cross-party meeting with 
aid charity Blythswood Care on 
Tuesday, councillor Davidson 
said the local authority would 
play a part in a government 
arranged resettlement scheme 
with the help of the Convention 
of Scottish Local Authorities 
(COSLA). She added: ‘We un-
derstand and share the genuine 
concerns of people across the 
Highlands about the desperate 
situation of thousands of people 
fleeing from the war in Syria. 

‘The council is committed 
to do whatever it can to offer 
practical support. We have 
today advised COSLA we are 
willing to play our part in the 
government’s Syrian resettle-
ment scheme.’

Councillor Davidson will 
meet community planning 
partners tomorrow (Friday) to 
hear what practical assistance 
can be given to refugees com-
ing to the Highlands. 

Commitment to 
help refugees

www.facebook.com/obantimes

ADVERTORIAL
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KEEPING OUR 
NATION SAFE

AA WHYTE & SONS
Plumbing & Heating

Registered Gas & Oil Installers
For all your domestic & commercial 
plumbing & heating requirements

t: 01855811438 / 347  m: 07855813166
e: aawhyte@tiscali.co.uk

Ar Dachaidh, West Laroch, Ballachulish, PH49 4JJ
OFTEN referred to as “the silent killer,” carbon 
monoxide is a poisonous gas that has no smell 
or taste. Every year in the UK, more than 200 
people are admitted to hospital with suspected 
carbon monoxide poisoning, leading to around 
40 deaths.

Incorrectly installed, poorly maintained or 
poorly ventilated household appliances, such as 
cookers, heaters and central heating boilers, are 
the most common sources of carbon monoxide. 

carbon monoxide escaping, allowing it to reach 
dangerous levels, but the risk of carbon monoxide 
poisoning can occur at any time, in any home or 
enclosed space.

All of your gas appliances, including your gas 

checked once a year and serviced regularly ac-
cording to manufacturer’s instructions. If you do 
not have your gas appliances regularly serviced 
and safety checked by a Gas Safe registered en-
gineer you could be putting you and your family 
at risk and in possible danger of carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

The six main symptoms are: headaches, dizzi-
ness, nausea, breathlessness, collapse and loss of 
consciousness. 

If you think your appliance is leaking, call the 
National Gas Emergency Service on 0800 111 
999. Switch the appliance and shut off the gas 
supply at the meter control valve and open all 
doors and windows to ventilate the room, and 
seek medical advice.

You can be particularly at risk from CO poison-
ing when you are asleep, because you may not be 
aware of early CO symptoms until it is too late. 
Having an audible CO alarm could wake you and 
save your life, and is recommended as a useful 
back-up precaution, but must not be regarded as a 
substitute for proper installation and maintenance 
of gas appliances. 

CO alarms should be installed, checked and 
serviced in line with the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions, and bought from a reputable source.

Gas is also, by its very nature, highly com-

appliances ensure that gas is burned in a safe and 
controlled way to heat our homes and to cook 

with. If gas leaks from a faulty appliance or pipe-
work it can spread quickly and there is a risk of it 

Landlords also have a legal responsibility for 
the safety of their tenants. 

If you let out a property you must ensure that 

a safe condition and must have a valid gas safety 

Gas appliances should be serviced in accord-
ance with the manufacturer’s instructions, or 
if these are not available then they should be 
serviced annually, unless advised otherwise by a 
Gas Safe registered engineer. A 12-monthly gas 
safety check must be carried out on every gas 

Also, a record of the annual gas safety check 
must be provided to your tenant within 28 days 
of the check being completed or to new tenants 
before they move in, and landlords must keep 
copies of the records for two years. Tenants 
should also be shown where to turn off the gas 
and what to do in the event of a gas emergency.

THE ROCKFIELD Centre is 
hosting an Archaeology Scot-
land workshop on September 
16 at the huts entitled ‘Read-
ing the Rockfield Buildings - 
introduction to archaeological 
recording.’ 

There will be two sessions – 
the afternoon one runs from 
1-3pm and the evening session 
from 6.30- 8pm.

Cara Jones, workshop co-or-
dinator, said: ‘These sessions 
will introduce key themes of 
how to ‘read’ buildings, to 
notice changes and record 
them archaeologically. Have 
you ever looked at a building 
and wondered what wall dates 
to when? Or have you heard 
stories about a building and 
wondered if you can see any 
physical evidence of it? 

‘Would you like to learn how 
to research the history of a 
building? ‘

These and many other ques-
tions will be the core of the 
workshop content. 

Delivered by Archaeology 
Scotland, this workshop is 
part of the Adopt-a-Monu-
ment road show - a week long 
project which will provide 
free and ‘open to all’ training 
to a variety of communities 
throughout Scotland. 

Cara added: ‘We will provide 
all the equipment - you just 
need to turn up.’

Anyone wishing to come 
along should contact info@
obancommunitiestrust.org.uk

A MILLION consumers in the 
Highlands and islands are still 
paying more for deliveries be-
cause of surcharges, research 
has shown. 

The figures, released by 
Citizens Advice Scotland 
(CAS), show that in the three 
years since last highlighting 
the Scots postcode lottery, 
surcharges for deliveries have 
increased.

The CAS report, published 
on Tuesday, looked at fees 
charged by 534 internet outlets. 
It shows that while fewer online 
retailers impose surcharges for 
delivery to the Highlands and 
islands, those who do charge 

more than they did three years 
ago.

Scots in the Highlands now 
pay 17.6 per cent more and 
those living on islands pay 15.8 
per cent more for deliveries, 
according to the figures. 

When facing a surcharge, a 
consumer in that area now has 
to pay an average £14.23 on 
top of the standard delivery 
price, when in 2012 the average 
surcharge was £12.10. For is-
landers the average surcharge 
in 2015 was £14.71 compared 
to the 2012 figure of £12.70.

CAS is suggesting that retail-
ers should tell consumers what 
delivery operator will be used 

before the purchase is made, 
and consider simplifying their 
delivery pricing structure.

It said delivery operators 
should ensure a full range of 
delivery options - in particular 
collection from post office, 
local shop, lockers or another 
safe places - are made available 
to the widest possible range of 
retailers and to their custom-
ers.

CAS consumer spokesperson 
Sarah Beattie-Smith said: 
‘The problem of high delivery 
charges for consumers in rural 
and remote areas continues to 
cause hardship for people right 
across Scotland, impacting 

higher in the Scottish High-
lands and islands more than in 
other areas of the UK.

‘Our campaign has had some 
success in persuading indi-
vidual delivery companies to 
change their ways. For example 
today’s report shows that fewer 
retailers now refuse to deliver 
to remote areas than was the 
case in 2012 and fewer add a 
surcharge. 

Online retailers are also 
more likely to comply with 
regulations.

‘However, where a surcharge 
is applied, Highland and island 
consumers pay even more than 
they did three years ago, de-

spite average delivery charges 
falling in real terms. So these 
consumers pay roughly four 
times the average costs for 
delivery. Scots in rural areas 
understand that it costs a little 
more to deliver to remote 
areas, but this report shows 
that surcharges add to a ‘rural 
premium’ and can have a seri-
ous impact on businesses and 
the rural economy.

‘Today we’re calling for 
a concerted effort by both 
governments, working with en-
terprise bodies and the online 
retail industry itself. Together 
we can and must achieve a 
fairer deal for consumers.’

MSP MICHAEL Russell is calling 
on people in Argyll and Bute to 
help raise money for a cancer 
charity - by drinking coff ee and 
eating cake.

Macmillan Cancer Support’s 
‘world’s biggest coff ee morn-
ing’ is celebrating its 25th 
birthday this year so the charity 
hopes the 2015 event will be 
the biggest ever with events 
taking place across Scotland on 
September 25.

Mr Russell said: ‘Macmillan 
want to make sure no one has 
to face cancer alone but they 
can’t do it without the amazing 
people who take part in the cof-
fee morning every September.’

To fi nd out more visit www.
coff ee.macmillan.org.uk

SCIENTISTS at Dunstaff nage’s 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science have modelled data for 
nearly 13,000 marine species 
and found that by the end of 
this century, countries either 
side of the Tropics will have 
a greater variety of marine 
species.

Tropical marine animals that 
currently thrive in warm hab-
itats around the equator will 
have to spread north and south 
to avoid extinction as global 
sea temperatures rise, a study 
has found, with the Tropics 
suff ering a nett loss. 

The study, published in 
the journal Nature Climate 
Change, is based on global 
climate models and is the most 
comprehensive to date on ex-
pected shifts in marine animal 
populations. 

World’s biggest 
coff ee morning

Marine life on the 
move say experts

Delivery surcharges costing more  

FRIENDS of Oban Hospice 
recently raised funds at the 

Macaulay cup shinty fi nal by 
selling balloons in the colours of 
the competing teams along with 

a ‘lucky dip’ and a raffl  e. 
Spectators at Mossfi eld stadium, 

Oban, were also able to obtain 
temporary tattoos and this went 
down particularly well with the 
many children who were at the 
game.  A good day was had by 
everyone concerned and once 

again the ‘Friends’ pulled out all 
the stops for the benefi t of Oban 
hospice. It was generally agreed 

their colourful tent and what 
they had on off er also enhanced 

the cup fi nal. 

SCOTS are being called on to 
make ‘one simple change’ in 
their computer use to help 
slash the number and impact of 
cyber attacks.

Patching - updating computer 
systems to the most up-to-date 
version - dramatically reduces 
the ability of e-criminals to 
make damaging hacking raids 
such as stealing money and 
sharing personal information.

The message comes from the 
Scottish Business Resilience 
Centre, the Scottish govern-
ment and Police Scotland’s 
business resilience delivery 
arm which has been tasked 
with delivering a cyber resil-
ience strategy to help equip 
businesses and the public and 
with the tools and knowledge 
to combat e-crime.

spotlight on 
how to ‘read’ 
buildings 

One way to help 
tackle cyber crime 
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LOCHABER organisations are 
calling for the Tesco ground 
at Blar Mhor to be put to good 
use in the form of a college or 
hospital.

Local activists from Common 
Weal Lochaber, Lochaber 
Women for Independence and 
Aye2aye, Inverness, pitched up 
at Blar Mhor on Thursday as 
part of a national campaign, Our 
Land, to put neglected land to 
use for communities.

The site has lain empty while 
Tesco deliberated over the 
construction of a supermarket. 

Now, with no plans to construct 
the giant store, local people want 
to see the land working for them.

John Gillespie, member of 
Common Weal, said: ‘The 
government has to build 
something here that will benefit 
the community as a whole. 

IT TAKES more than a year to 
place children with perma-
nent carers in the Highlands, 
a report has shown.

The average time to move 
a child from care into their 
new home once a suitable 
guardian had been found 
was 15 months in 2014/15 in 
the Highland council area, an 
increase of nine months from 
the previous year.

At a full Highland council 
meeting last Thursday (Sep-
tember 3), chief executive 
Steve Barron said reasons 
for the delay included staff  
workload, diffi  culty of cases 
and decisions made by the 
Children’s Panel. 

Mr Barron said the council 
was ‘working to improve this’ 
and added further training 
had been off ered to all rele-
vant staff .

Councillor Margaret Da-
vidson, leader of the local 
authority, said she was ‘very 
concerned’ about how long 
it takes to remove children 
from the care system. 

BRAVE children and adults will 
be taking on a high wire adven-
ture course next weekend to 
raise money for a new sculpture 
in Fort William.

The Ben Nevis Bronze Ford 
group have organised the 
fundraiser as part of their bid 
to place a full-size Ford T car 
replica in the town’s High 
Street, to commemorate May 
9 1911, when a car was driven 
to the summit of Ben Nevis by 
Henry Alexander, the son of 
Scotland’s fi rst Ford distributor. 

The group is calling on 
youngsters to brave the high 
wire course at Nevis Range 
on the morning of Saturday 
September 19, before teams 
of four adults tackle the ‘Great 
Bucket Challenge’,  attempting 
the treetop course, including 
the parachute jump, carrying 
pails full of water.

All participants have been 
asked to raise sponsorship of at 
least £25. For more information 
or to sign up contact Chris 
Robinson on 01397 702886 or 
creakingshelves@btinternet.
com

POLICE are reminding the 
public to secure their vehicles 
following a spate of thefts in 
the Highlands. 

Advice including locking 
cars and vans, not leaving keys 
inside the vehicle and hiding 
valuables from sight have been 
issued.

Inspector Ewan Henderson 
said: ‘We would also renew our 
appeal for the public to report 
any sightings of suspicious 
vehicles or activity to the police 
immediately. Where possible 
also note the vehicle registra-
tion number, the number and 
description of occupants and 
the last known direction of 
travel for the vehicle.’ 

Offi  cers say rural areas have 
been most aff ected. 

POLICE in Lochaber are appealing 
for information about the following 
incidents in the area: 

Some time between midnight 
and 5am on Sunday August 30 a 
rucksack containing personal pos-
sessions was removed from the steps 
between High Street and Union 
Road in Fort William.

A silver car was stolen from a 
property in Onich. The Skoda Oc-
tavia was taken between 11pm on 
Tuesday September 1 and 6.50am 
the following day. 

Keys were removed from a 
property on Kilmallie Road, Caol, 

between 3.45pm and 11pm on 
Thursday September 3.

A vehicle was deliberately dam-
aged while parked on Union Road, 
Fort William, between 7pm on 
Thursday September 3 and 3pm the 
following day. 

An attempt was made to enter 
a licensed premises in Caol, Fort 
William, between 1.20am and 10am 
on Sunday September 6.

Anyone with information regard-
ing these incidents is asked to con-
tact police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111 or 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org.

THE NUMBER of gambling 
machines in the Highlands could 
be reduced as the local authority 
has supported a plan to limit fixed 
odds betting terminals to prevent a 
‘supertax on poverty’. 

Highland council has endorsed 
the proposal to transfer control of 
the betting machines to the Scottish 

government from Westminister, 
which would see a reduction in the 
number of machines in Highland 
bookmakers. Under the planned 
amendments, local authority licens-
ing boards could also refuse future 
applications for betting premises 
if they think there are already too 
many in the area.

A FUNDRAISING walk in memory of 
a Fort William man has been cancelled 
due to low numbers. 

Organisers, Lochaber Together, which 
fundraises locally for Cancer Research 
UK, made the ‘difficult decision’ to 
postpone the event due to take place on 
Saturday (September 19). 

It is hoped it can be rescheduled for 
next year.

The five-kilometre walk, ‘Nevis at 
Night’, will see a group make their way 
through Fort William before heading up 
the town’s Cow Hill in memory of Brian 
Dawson, right, a stalwart of Lochaber 

Fundraising high 
wire adventure

TIMESLINE

Concern over time 
to place children  

Police appeal to 
step up security  

‘Nevis at Night’ no more this year 

A GLOBAL campaign to aid 
the millions of refugees cur-
rently searching for salvation 
in the EU has reached the 
hearts of people in Lochaber.

Duror woman, Liz Paul, was 
so moved by a story of African 
boys being forced to flee to 
Calais, France, to avoid being 
forced to join their armed 
forces, that she set up CalAid 
Lochaber.

The voluntary aid group 
supports a specific camp called 
‘The Jungle’, where young men 
are desperately awaiting an op-
portunity to cross the Channel 
Tunnel.

Community development 
worker and activist, Liz, said: 
‘What moved me was a mes-
sage from someone who had 
been out there and they had 
met three young boys aged be-
tween 10 and 14 from Eritrea 
in Africa and they had been 
sent to Calais by their mothers.

‘When boys there [Eritrea] 
reach 13 or 14 years old they 
are snatched for the army 

ANGRY: people from Lochaber voluntary groups gathered at Blar Mhor in protest 21_f37landcamp01

Whether it be affordable 
housing, a college or a hospital. 

‘What I do know is that the site 
has been wasted for long enough 
and now Tesco don’t want it.

‘It is an ideal site for any of 
those things because we have the 
police and medical centres here, 
it makes sense. 

‘We should be using the whole 
of the land to benefit the people.’

A spokesman from Kilmallie 
community council said: ‘KCC 
has previously and will continue 
to express its anger at Highland 
councillors who are dealing with 
Tesco. 

‘They are allowing this 
priceless, environmental gem to 
be destroyed.’ 

More information about the  
work of the national campaign 
can be found at http://www.
ourland.scot/ 

AMANDA CRAWFORD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber takes global campaign 
to help refugees to their hearts 

READY TO HELP: CalAid Lochaber met on Tuesday in Fort William 16_f37calais01

or sent away before they are 
snatched to fight. The army 
then sends them out on their 
own to places like this. That 
image in my mind for me was 
enough to spur me to help and 
make a difference.

‘We are focussing on provid-
ing aid to The Jungle because 
it is a camp for young men 
and they tend to be forgotten 
about. People are generally 
more frightened of young men, 
while the camps for women 
and children tend to be better 
catered for.’

Liz initiated CalAid Loch-
aber - a branch of the main 
aid collection service set up in 
London - and reached out to 
others in the area.

Just one week after starting 
up a page on social media, a 
team of around 12 volunteers 
are now linking up with aid 
workers in Skye and Badenoch.

Liz said: ‘Within days of start-
ing the Facebook event page I 
was inundated with support, 
donations and people looking 
to branch out the campaign 
in their areas. The support 
the group has received has 
been overwhelming. Groups 

in Aberdeen, Inverness and 
Ross-shire have been in touch 
to find out what they can do in 
their own areas.’

So far, CalAid Lochaber 
has received countless boxes 
of clothes, toiletries, sleeping 
bags and a local hotel even 
donated blankets. They are 
also awaiting a ‘van-load’ of 
outdoor clothing to be donated 
by a clothing company. 

The group met on Tuesday 
at Fort William High Street’s 
Aye2Aye Hub to plan and 
discuss the organisation of 
the donations, transport to 
the London unit, and storage 
of the donations - which are 
being temporarily kept in local 
farmyard barns.

The team of volunteers will 
also host events in a bid to 
raise the cash to transport the 
donations. Events will include 
a silent auction of art work 
gifted to the group by Loch-
aber artists. 

The auction already has 10 
pieces and is set to open on 
Saturday (September 12).

To support the campaign 
search CalAid Lochaber on 
Facebook.

Call for abandoned site to be transformed

Together, who lost his own battle with 
cancer in May.

Adam Ramsey, chairman of the 
fundraising group, said: ‘We are very 
sorry we have had to take the decision 
to cancel.  

‘Brian was a core member of the group 
and we miss him.  

‘We have plans in place for other fund-
raisers and will look again at the Nevis 
at Night event for 2016. 

‘If anyone would like to get involved in 
supporting Cancer Research UK either 
by organising their own fundraiser, or by 
becoming involved with the Lochaber 

Together group we would love to hear 
from them.’

Dorothy Roger, Lochaber’s local 
fundraising manger for Cancer Re-
search UK, added: ‘The Nevis at Night 
route over the shoulder of Cow Hill was 
fantastic and I think people would really 
have enjoyed it. 

‘However, a new event takes a lot of 
organising and calls on lots of volunteer 
marshalls and other support to make it 
happen. 

‘With two weeks to go it isn’t fair to 
ask people to set time aside for the event 
when participant numbers are so low.’

A THEFT at a Glenfi nnan church 
has left damage that could cost 
more than £200 to fi x.

At St Mary’s and St Finnan’s 
church on Monday August 31 
one bottle of communion wine 
was stolen from the sacristy.

The theft is thought to have 
taken place sometime between 
10am and 7pm, but is believed 
to have most likely happened 
in the afternoon.

During the break-in, the 
door of the tabernacle, where 
blessed sacrament in the form 
of communion wine is kept, 
was forced open and a padlock 
broken for thieves to get to the 
bottle.

Father Tony Wood said: ‘The 
church is open every day of the 
summer and there is a constant 
fl ow of people throughout 
the day. This is a very rare 
occurrence.’

Despite searching for the cod-
ed padlock that kept the wine 
secure from the public, Father 
Wood and his colleagues have 
not found it. 

He added: ‘I think that the 
lock was most likely broken off  
in the theft. This is particularly 
troubling for the parishioners, 
but the police have taken 
fi ngerprints, so we hope 
something comes back from 
that.’

The tabernacle was restored 
just two years ago and will 
have to be sent for further 
refurbishment.

People with information in 
connection with the theft are 
encouraged to contact police 
on 101.

DUROR WOMAN SETS UP VOLUNTARY ACTION GROUP TO SUPPORT YOUNG MEN CAMPED NEAR CHANNEL TUNNEL

Church damaged 
during break-in  

VOTING will open on Monday 
to decide which Lochaber youth 
groups should be given a share of 
£10,000.

More than 40 applications have 
been made. A full list of bids 
for a share of the funding, made 

available from Lochaber Highland 
councillors, is available from www.
highland.gov.uk/YouthPB and votes 
can be cast from the same place 
until Sunday September 20.

Postal votes can be collected from 
Highland council service points. 

Police appeal for information

Limit call on betting machines 

Youth group cash up for grabs
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Across
7 Delay (6)
8 Tailored jacket (6)
9 A long way off (4)
10 Egg dish (8)
11 Use as play thing (3,4)
13 Disapproving sound (5)
15 One of five or common (5)
17 Movable scale (7)
20 Object of attack (4,4)
21 Exceedingly (4)
23 World wide (6)
24 Sweet-talk (6)

Down
1 Lace collar (4)
2 Regret (6)
3 Pants (1-6)
4 Thin cooked meal (5)
5 ...made of this (6)
6 Feeler (8)
12 They cover up good clothes (8)
14 Beg (7)
16 Flash (6)
18 North American Indian tribe (6)
19 Safe place (5)
22 Position to take in an act (4)

THA E na adhbhar dragh na bheil 
de dhreuchdan bàn ann an roinn na 
slàinte aig gach ìre, agus chan iong-
nadh gum bheilear a’ coimhead ris 
an Riaghaltas gus an suidheachadh 
a leasachadh. 

Agus chan ann an seirbheis na 
slàinte a-mhàin a tha trioblaidean 
fastaidh, is na ceudan de luchd-
teagaisg gan sireadh feadh na 
dùthcha agus gu sònraichte air 
Ghàidhealtachd. 

Ach carson a bhiodh dreuchdan 
tèarainte den t-seòrsa bàn aig àm 
far am bheil mòran leis na sgilean 
gun chosnadh? Dè is coireach nach 
eil daoine a’ gabhail nan cothroman? 
Gun teagamh bidh coimhearsnach-
dan na Gàidhealtachd ro iomallach 
dha cuid, ach tha an trioblaid a’ 
dol mòran nas doimhne na sin is 
proifeiseantaich foghlaim ag ràdh 
gum bheil inbhe teagaisg air tuiteam 
gu mòr agus gum bheil e sìor fhàs 
doirbh daoine a thàladh chun na 
dreuchd.

Aig an aon àm, agus tha e car doir-
bh a chreidsinn, tha  rannsachadh 
a’ sealltainn gum bheil barrachd 
chloinne a’ crìochnachadh foghlam 
bun-sgoile gun chomasan iomchaidh 
ann an leughadh is cunntas agus tha 
cuid a’ ceangal sin ri dìth misneachd 

am measg luchd-teagaisg. Theagamh 
gum bi mòran nach cuir fàilte sam 
bith air co-dhùnadh Riaghaltas na 
h-Alba tilleadh gu measadh ghnàth-
ach air comasan chloinne, is cuimh-
ne air mar a lean seo roimhe gu cuid 
a sgoiltean a bhith gam faicinn nas 
èifeachdaiche far nach robh sin idir 
’s dòcha fìor. Ach le crìonadh ann 
an comasan chloinne, le gainnead 
luchd-teagaisg, agus le aithne gum 
bheil foghlam bunaiteach ann am 
beatha agus soirbheachadh eacona-
mach dhùthaich sam bith, saoilidh mi 
nach eil roghainn aig an Riaghaltas 
ach greimeachadh air cùisean gun 
dàil. 

Tuigear carson a bhithte a’ faigh-
neachd ciamar a tha an siostam 
foghlaim a’ fàilligeadh chun na h-ìre 
seo is luchd-sgrùdaidh a’ cumail 
sùil air mar a tha an t-seirbheis ga 
lìbhrigeadh feadh na dùthcha. 

Saoilidh mi gur e obair urramach 
a th’ ann an teagasg, agus chan eil 
teagamh nach eil a’ mhòr-chuid 
againn eòlach air daoine a choisinn 
cliù mhaireann airson na dìchill 
agus a’ mhisneachd a thug iad chun 
cuid obair-teagaisg. Gun teagamh 
bheir an t-àrdachadh tuarastail a 
chaidh ainmeachadh bho chionn 
beagan làithean misneachadh dha 

luchd-teagaisg, ach ’s e mo bheachd 
gum feum an Riaghaltas a bhith 
glè fhaiceallach nach eil daoine gan 
gràineachadh a-mach à seirbheisean 
leithid slàinte is foghlam le tuilleadh 
is tuilleadh rianachd ga sparradh 
air proifeiseantaich a tha mar-thà 
cho trang a’ coileanadh dhreuchdan 
iarrtach. 

WITH health and education services 
so central to society, it is inevitable 
successive governments seek 
improvements, but administrative 
changes do not guarantee greater 
benefits for the end-user.

While many may be concerned 
at Scottish government plans to 
introduce routine testing in schools, 
action is clearly necessary to rectify 
some unacceptably low attainment 
levels. 

Meanwhile hundreds of teaching 
posts remain vacant and education 
professionals maintain that young 
people are less attracted to teaching 
careers.  

Policy-makers and employers must 
ensure people are not driven from 
health and teaching professions by 
ever-increasing administration.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk 

The venerable King George V steamer from Oban, gliding majestically down the Sound of Kerrera on her daily summer 
cruise around Mull, stopping at Staff a and Iona, weather permitting. The photo was taken by Dr Mary Guest  with her 
newly acquired fi rst camera, a single lens refl ex.  Her vantage point that fi ne morning was the cliff -top above David 
Binnie’s Ardbhan Croft, shown in the foreground beside Gallanach Road. In the middle is the Kerrera Ferry slipway at 
high tide.  From the ferry, the old inland grass road slopes upwards to Oban some two miles distant. On Kerrera, behind 
the ship, is Horseshoe Bay and the green fi eld known as Dalrigh (king’s fi eld), where King Alexander II died of fever 
in 1249 while on a military expedition to regain control of the Hebrides from Norway. Photograph submitted by Dr 
Guest’s nephew, David Guest of Colonsay and Edinburgh. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for the Oban Times can 
be sent to ‘editor@obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, the Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone 
who wishes a print returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope.   

Donald Black concert

THE DONALD Black Band will be 
appearing in concert in the Glasgow 
College of Piping on Otago Street on 
Friday September 18. 

Donald is world famous for his 
mastery of the harmonica and has 
been rightly called ‘the instrument’s 
foremost exponent in Scottish tradi-
tional music’. It is easy to see why he 
is held in such high regard. His latest 
album ‘Dreams and Dances’ is one of 
the best albums I own. The passion 
he puts into Gaelic airs and the 
bounce he gives to 2/4 pipe marches 
is phenomenal. 

Although I have never managed 
along to any of Donald’s live per-
formances, I hear from those who 
have that his incredible musicianship 
is matched by his lively sense of 
humour. I quite believe that. 

When I told him I was going to be 
writing about him in the Oban Times 
this week, he told me to describe him 
as a young Elvis Presley look-alike. 
Such a joke is typical of Donald’s 
sense of humour… at least I assume 
it was a joke! 

Donald will be joined by Donnie 
MacKenzie, guitar, Martainn Skene, 
accordion and keyboard, and the 
band’s special guest for the evening 
Roddy Campbell - a Gaelic singer 
and piper from Barra. 

The evening starts at 8pm sharp, 
with refreshments available at the 
interval.  

Good Glasgow Gaelic

IN THE hours after Scotland’s hum-
bling defeat at the hands of Georgia 
last weekend, an all-too-familiar 

sense of footballing disappointment 
hung over Glasgow as the bars emp-
tied of Saltire clad Scotland fans with 
glum faces. 

On a train co ming into Queen 
Street, however, I came across two 
Tartan Army boys who were still in 
fine spirits - in both senses of the 
word ‘spirits’. They had sat them-
selves down beside a family from 
Peru and were doing a great job 
explaining to the family some of the 
finer points of Scottish culture. 

At one point, one of the Scottish 
boys raised his glass to propose a 
toast - saying to the Peruvians: ‘In 
this country, when we hae a wee 
swally, we always speak in Gaelic and 
say ‘oidhche mhath’.’ 

Perhaps he could be doing with 
a Gaelic lesson or two… unless of 
course his exclamation of ‘goodnight’ 
was, in fact, referring to Scotland’s 

chances of qualifying for the Euro-
pean Championships. 

What’s on

Saturday September 12: Glasgow 
Skye Association opening concert, 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 7.30pm.
Shawfest concert with Talisk, 
Hannah Beaton and Innes Wat-
son, and Gràinne Brady and Tina 
Jordan Rees, in St Peter’s Hall, 
Chancellor Street, Partick at 7pm.
Sunday September 13: Shawfest in-
formal tunes session, hosted by Jamie 
Smith, The Sparkle Horse, Dowanhill 
Street, Partick, from 4pm. Free entry.
Tuesday September 15: Ceol’s Craic 
AGM, Glasgow Gaelic School.
Mull and Iona Association AGM, An 
Leanag, 22 Mansfield Street, 7.30pm.
Thursday September 17: Comunn 
an Taobh an Iar opening ceilidh, 
Ellangowan Social Club, Milngavie.
Friday September 18: Donald 
Black Band live in concert, the 
Piping Centre, Otago Street. 
Saturday September 19: Gaol ’s Gaire 
(Love and Laughter) - Seasaidh 
Lexy, Mitchell Theatre, 7.30pm.
Ceòl ’s Craic Oidhche Americana 
2015 in the Centre for Contempo-
rary Arts.

Pub scene 

Park Bar: Thursday September 10: 
Session. Friday September 11: Gun-
na Sound. Saturday September 12: 
Martainn Skene. Sunday September 
13: Robert Robertson. Islay Inn: 
Friday September 11: Parting Glass.
Saturday September 12: The Ragaels.
Wednesday September 16: Quiz 
Night.

WORLD FAMOUS: Donald Black

An excellent start to 
parliamentary career
Sir,
I’m writing to praise the island tour 
currently being undertaken by our 
new MP, Brendan O’Hara who vis-
ited Colonsay at the end of August.

Mr O’Hara made it his business to 
listen to the concerns of as many is-
landers as possible. This was in spite 
of having to make himself available 
for an interview by BBC 4’s ‘Today’ 
programme concerning George 
Osbourne’s announcement about 
future funding for Trident.  

Mr O’Hara made an excellent im-
pression on those to whom he spoke: 
he seemed like an intelligent and 
compassionate man.  

He has made an excellent start to 
his parliamentary career and, by 
visiting even the smallest islands, has 
demonstrated his commitment to 
local democracy.

I am delighted to be represented 
by someone who will ensure that the 
voice of Scotland, and in particular 
the voices of his new constituents, 
will be clearly heard in the House of 
Commons.

Scott Weatherstone, Colonsay.

Senior council offi  cers 
must up their skills

Sir,
When Argyll and Bute councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre claimed in the 
Oban Times of August 27 that ‘any 
loss of staff in the local authority 
would have an impact on services 
delivered’, he did not offer any evi-
dence to support this.  

As your newspaper highlighted in 
February 2014,  council staff take an 
additional two weeks of paid holiday 
as ‘sick leave’.  That is five per cent of 
the annual workload so by stopping 
this, the authority could afford to 

lose one in  20 staff with negligible 
impact on services.

 Why is the council only now scruti-
nising postage budgets?  

Other local authorities have been 
using email to send out Council Tax 
information to half of their house-
holders since 2010.  

With senior officers apparently still 
living in the 1970s, Argyll and Bute  
has already missed out saving more 
than £1m. Oban has many excellent 
small businesses and business people 
who run them. So why is the council 
wanting to mow playing fields and 
parks or employ its own staff to clean 
the area’s streets with the massive 
overhead costs this brings?  

Contracting out services with all 
tender invitation bids and actual 
annual costs publicly shown on the 
internet would bring more savings. 

Then there are home working op-
tions. Senior officers must up their 
skills or move aside for  new younger 
21st century managers.
Mike Foster, Crannaig a Mhinister, 

Oban.

Glenshellach road 
closure benefi ts

Sir,
Does Oban community council not 
see the benefit that has come from 
this closure? 

It allows the young families who 
have moved into McKelvie Road 
and Catalina Drive safe passageway 
down to Argyll Square and into the 
town’s supermarkets without any 
heavy traffic to contend with.

The caravan site owner should be 
informing clients of the change in 
route to the site.

As for sat-nav, if Argyll and Bute 
council has done its bit, the route will 
soon be renewed.

The new road through the estate 
is ideal for taking motor homes and 
caravans rather than a country lane 

as others would like. The road goes 
past Catalina Drive as it is. The com-
munity council should see the sense 
in adopting the new route. What if 
there was no caravan site? 

Name and address supplied.

Merchant Navy Day 
fl ag fl ying thanks 

Sir,
Thank you to whoever was respon-
sible for flying the Red Ensign on 
the council offices on September 3, 
Merchant Navy Day. 

It’s good some people still remem-
ber the lives lost.

David Pearson, Clachan Seil.

Government shirking 
responsibilties

Sir,
When I served in Iraq and Afghan-
istan more than 10 years ago, it was 
clear then a humanitarian crisis was 
looming. 

Refugees of conflicts that the UK 
has been at the heart of have been 
shunned and shamed as greedy 
migrants rather than victims of 
war and terror. At the heart of this 
shaming are all those who refuse to 
acknowledge the horror of a parent 
having to decide between the perils 
of a boat journey that could mean 
their child’s death and staying to face 
the continued terror on land. 

So what is the UK government 
policy for dealing with refugees? 
Italy, Greece - a country innocent 
in any involvement in these illegal 
wars  - and many others are taking 
our responsibility on their shoulders. 

To shirk their responsibilities and 
even worse, to attempt through 
disgraceful propaganda to suggest 
ulterior motives for human beings in 
dire straits simply trying to stay alive. 

Hugh Moodie, Rothesay.

RURAL communities will not be sustainable if they 
cannot organise simple things like their own postal 
service - on their own doorstep.

It is ludicrous to suggest, as Royal Mail has, that for 
people posting letters or parcels addressed locally eg 
posted on Mull to a Mull address, that they need to be 
taken to Glasgow to be counted before being delivered 

back to the very same place. For what purpose? If some-
one suggested taking a letter on a mammoth trip, as a 
cost effective plan of action, it would be laughed away as 
a very silly idea. Royal Mail needs to think again on this 
scheme. At the moment this is simply a bean-counters’ 
scheme serving the central belt and not those who live in 
remote and rural areas.
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A WOMAN from Corpach 
has admitted withholding 
information, allowing her to 
falsely claim more than £15,000 
in benefits. 

Megan Dunlop, of Lady 
Margaret Drive, was receiving 
housing benefit, council tax 
benefit and income support as a 
sole tenant in the Fort William 
village while her partner, who 
worked full time, was living at 
the same address. 

At Fort William sheriff court 
last Wednesday (September 2) 

the 22-year-old admitted failing 
to disclose relevant information 
to Highland council and the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions between April 2012 and 
March 2014 when she appeared. 

During the two-year period, 
Dunlop pocketed £8,088.18 in 
housing benefit and council tax 
benefit, as well as £7,115.79 in 
income support  that she wasn’t 
entitled to. 

Sheriff Brian Cameron deferred 
sentencing until September 15 
for background reports.  

A TEENAGER who drove a car 
without a licence or insurance 
then burnt it out on a Lochaber 
forestry road has been remanded 
in custody.

Scott Graham, of  Brown 
Street, Balloch, admitted 
driving the Vauxhall Astra 
from an address in Caol on to 
the A82 and the B863 road to 
Kinlochleven, before taking the 
vehicle down a forestry road and 
setting it on fire on March 3 of 
this year.

The 19-year-old admitted the 
charges at Fort William sheriff 
court last Wednesday (September 
2). 

He also pleaded not guilty 
to taking the car without the 
consent of the owner, which was 
accepted by the crown.

Fiscal Michelle Molley said 
Graham’s friend, a passenger in 
the car, had taken photos of the 
late night drive and posted them 
on Facebook. 

The car owner reported his 
vehicle missing sparking a 
police search and officers found 
Graham hiding up a tree the 
following day. 

She added: ‘Police received a 
report that the vehicle had been 
burnt out on the forestry track 
but the number plate was in a 
condition that the registration 
could be recognised.’

Sheriff Brian Cameron deferred 
sentencing until September 15 for 
background reports and remand-
ed Graham in custody until then 
due to the ‘serious nature’ of the 
fire-starting offence. 

A MAN has been fined £650 for 
punching a Fort William bouncer 
and struggling with police 
officers. 

Francis Monaghan admitted 
hitting the doorman on the jaw 
when he was refused entry to a 
bar on the town’s High Street in 
March of this year. 

Fort William sheriff court 
heard the 27-year-old of Ochil 
Crescent, Stirling, had been 
working as a roughcaster and 
plasterer in a housing estate in 
the area when he went out to 
watch the football with friends. 

After drinking too much he 
was kicked out of the pub and 
when he was refused re-entry, 

he punched the bouncer on the 
left side of the jaw. Afterwards, 
Monaghan made his way along 
High Street to the taxi rank 
where he was picked up by police 
but became aggressive and 
obstructed the two officers when 
he was told he would be spending 
the night at Fort William police 
station. Monaghan admitted 
the charge when he appeared at 
Fort William sheriff court last 
Wednesday (September 2). 

Defence solicitor Clare Russell 
said her client was ‘very sorry 
about his behaviour’ which was 
‘extremely out of character’. 

Sheriff Brian Cameron fined 
Monaghan £650. 

A CHURCH-GOER has had her 
car seized after she drove while 
more than four times over the 
drink drive limit.

Leeanne Lowe, of Young Place 
in Fort William, admitted at the 
town’s sheriff court last Wednes-
day (September 2) driving with 
100 microgrammes of alcohol in 
100 millilitres of breath, when 
the limit is 22mcg, at Belford 
road on the morning of Sunday 
March 29. Fiscal Michelle Molley 
said the 40-year-old drove to 
Fort William Baptist Church 

at 10.30am where someone 
reported her to the police as 
her ‘speech was slurred, she was 
unsteady on her feet and smelling 
of alcohol’. 

Sheriff Brian Cameron deferred 
sentence until September 15 for 
background reports and imposed 
an immediate driving ban. 

Sheriff Cameron also accepted 
Ms Molley’s request to have the 
car seized to prevent a risk to 
‘public safety’. He added: ‘Not 
only am I taking the car away, 
I’m taking temptation away.’  

A FORT William troublemaker 
with an ‘appalling record’ has 
been jailed for two months for 
breaking his curfew. 

Luke Mobsby of Fassifern 
Road, in Fort William, is 
currently serving a sentence in 
Grampian prison for another 
matter, but appeared in Fort 
William sheriff court last 
Wednesday (September 2) where 
he admited breaking his curfew 
on April 28 this year. 

Sheriff Brian Cameron heard 

the 21-year-old was visited at 
home by a female friend and he 
decided to go to his local shop to 
buy them food at 9.30pm, despite 
his curfew restricting him to his 
flat between 8pm and 8am. 

Sheriff Cameron sentenced 
Mobsby to two months in prison, 
to be served concurrently 
alongside his present sentence, 
which has an earliest release date 
of December this year. 

He said: ‘You have an appalling 
record.’ 

MORE than 400 new and returning students 
gathered in Fort William last week for the 
induction of West Highland College UHI. 

New honours subjects, marine and coastal 
tourism and adventure performance and 
coaching, have proved popular, providing 
what college principal and chief executive, 
Lydia Rohmer, called ‘unique and world 
class’ education. 

Satellite centres have also proved popular, 

with more students choosing to study in 
Mallaig, Portree and Auchtertyre. 

Ms Rohmer said: ‘It is my great pleasure 
each year to welcome our new cohort of 
students, whether it is for their first college 
experience following school, or for more 
advanced study for undergraduate degrees. 

‘For the fifth consecutive year we have 
increased the range of courses on offer, 
ranging from access through to degree 

and masters programmes, and ever-larger 
numbers of students are responding to the 
fantastic learning opportunities on offer on 
their doorstep. 

‘Our hugely successful school of adventure 
studies attracts year on year more learners 
from Scotland, UK, Europe and beyond to 
move into the West Highlands, recognising 
that this is the best place in the UK to study 
outdoor and adventure sports and tourism.’

It wasn’t all work and no play for the new 
starts, as a range of fun activities were 
offered in Fort William’s Nevis Centre, 
including sumo wrestling, bush tucker trials, 
treasure hunts and a sculpture-making 
challenge.

Eleanor Brown, student services manager, 
said: ‘At West Highland College we try to 
ensure that all our students enjoy the same 
learning experience as far as is possible.  Due 

to the geographical spread of our centres we 
recognise that it is not always practicable for 
students to attend our inductions in person, 
so this year we are using web technology to 
overcome this. A welcome video has been 
created by our principal and some of the 
other key induction talks will be available 
for our students on our website and on social 
media, so our students can access them from 
wherever they are located.’ 

Students right back on course at West Highland College UHI
WELCOME: new and returning students enjoy a West Highland College UHI induction day

Jailed for breaking curfew 

Drink driver’s car seized

Fined for punching bouncer

Woman withheld details 

Teenage driver remanded
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SEVENTY schools in the 
Highlands were aff ected by a 
technical fault which saw their 
internet systems down for two 
days.

Primary and secondary 
schools experienced inter-
mittent problems and were 
without internet services on 
Tuesday and Wednesday Au-
gust 25 and 26.

The technical problem meant 
schools were unable to access 
online pupil databases, fi nan-
cial records or email systems.

Fortunately schools in the 
Highlands keep paper records, 
including emergency contact 
details of children.

A Highland council spokes-
person said: ‘The service was 
unavailable from Tuesday at 
10.22am until Wednesday  
when the service was restored 
at 8.30pm.’

An unplanned outage caused 
corruption in the systems.

Internet fault hits 
Highland schools 

A LOCAL development offi  cer 
has been appointed for Kyle 
and Lochalsh community 
trust.

Stuart Taylor, former editor 
of the Lochaber News, moved 
from Fort William to Kyle 
earlier this year and aims to 
use his new role to improve 
the village.

The 35-year-old ex-Portree 
high school pupil will start by 
working to improve marine 
services for leisure sailors, 
as well as helping with the 
trust’s current projects, 
including the village’s view-
point, the Plock of Kyle. 

Stuart can be contacted at 
the Kyle and Lochalsh com-
munity trust offi  ce in Kyle 
village hall between 9am and 
5pm, Monday to Friday or by 
phone on 01599 534505. 

Stuart at helm of 
community trust

NEW ROLE: Stuart Taylor

BUSINESSES in the Highlands 
will see a boost after successful-
ly applying for free broadband 
connection vouchers.

The scheme, funded by the 
Scottish government’s Super-
Connected Cities initiative, pro-
vides grants of up to £3,000 to 
small businesses - 43 of which 
are in the Highlands.

Highland council leader Mar-
garet Davidson is encouraging 
business owners to get on 
board. 

She said: ‘We know how 
important a fast broadband 
connection is for businesses  
and with up to £3,000 worth 
of installation costs available, 
this is a great chance to get 
assistance and open up new or 
improved ways to do business.’

Visit http://www.connection-
vouchers.co.uk/ and enter a 
post code to fi nd out more. 

Connecting up to 
broadband grant

THE FIFTH Glengarry Pro-
duce Show welcomed a range 
of entries to be displayed and 
judged at the weekend. 

Organisers and judges were 
said to be impressed by the 
‘exceptional’ turn out of 
vegetables, fruit and flowers, 
despite the poor summer 
weather in Lochaber.

The show was held in 
Glengarry village hall on 
Saturday where members of 
the community turned out to 
view the produce of friends 
and family.

Results: garden: Alex 
Sandilands; novelty veg:  
Francis Jamieson; floral:  
Neil Stewart; photography:  
Mike Tibbs; preserves and 
baking:  Aileen Cameron; arts 
and crafts:  Karen Cambell; 
children:  Finlay Murray; 
high school:  Josie Bloom; 
most points in show:  Karen 
Campbell; best in show: Julie 
Alderson.

SILVERWARE: winners of Glengarry Produce Show

CHAMPION: Neil Stewart won the fl oral section and took third in the vegetable section

A NEW harbour in the Western Isles, 
worth £10 million, was officially opened 
in South Uist at the weekend.

Deputy first minister John Swinney 
visited the Lochboisdale facility on 
Saturday, to mark the completion of the 
regeneration project.

Community organisation, Stòras Uib-
hist, championed the development, which 
includes causeways, breakwaters, a pier 
and slipway as well as marine and leisure 
facilities, helped by main financial back-
ers, Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. Opening 
the harbour, Mr Swinney said: ‘The 
Lochboisdale port of entry will make a 
huge contribution to the economy of the 
Western Isles, helping tourism and other 
local industries to flourish and pursue the 
kind of inclusive growth which benefits 
the entire community.’

John MacMillan, chairman of Loch-
boisdale Development Limited, a 
subsidiary company of Stòras Uibhist, 
added: ‘We are delighted this major 
development has been completed and is 

now open for business. It will provide the 
necessary infrastructure to grow marine 
leisure tourism in Lochboisdale and the 
Western Isles, as well as open up land for 
business development and community 
housing, building infrastructure for the 
fisheries and aquaculture industries 
and the marine tourism. This project is 
the first stage in delivering a long-term 
regeneration vision for Lochboisdale and 
the Uists and we look forward to working 
with our partners going forward to fur-
ther enhance these excellent facilities.’

New £10m harbour opens 
for business in South Uist

Glengarry show produces the goods

COMMUNITY councils across the High-
lands will be re-elected this autumn and 
people are being reminded to nominate 
those who would improve their villages 
and towns.

This is a chance for people to 
represent the views of members of 
their own communities to Highland 
council and other public agencies.
Community councils are voluntary organ-
isations that act as a voice for their local 

area. The committees express the views 
and concerns of local people within their 
area across a wide range of issues from 
building projects, housing, roads, local 
services and facilities.

Community councils also have statutory 
duties - by law, Highland council must con-
sult with community councils on planning 
and licensing applications in their area. 

Over the years community councils have 
worked to change proposals on wind farm 

sites, improve dental and patient transport 
services and have helped to create commu-
nity events.

Anyone can be a community councillor, 
provided they are aged 16 years or over, 
are on the electoral register and live within 
the community council boundary. 

Visit http://www.highland.gov.uk/
info/772/politicians_elections_and_de-
mocracy/364/community_councils/5 to 
find out more.

Community council elections loom 
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Lochnell primary school, Benderloch, has eight boys and seven girls in its new intake of pupils this year. 
The 15 children are in the joint primary two/one class, taught by Mrs Joy Cameron 15_t36lochnell01

Four little ones started primary one at Ardgour

The new intake at Tiree primary school were all smiles on their fi rst day in primary one Portree on Skye welcomed 37 youngsters this year. They are pictured with class teachers Jessie Templeman, left, and 
Kenna MacDonald

Oren Manthorpe, left, and Oliver Wood were welcomed to Lochaline primaryGaelic primary one pupils at Rockfi eld primary school, Oban, with teacher, Ms Jordan 15_t36rockfi eldGaelic01

Rockfi eld primary school in Oban’s 38 primary one pupils, with teachers, Mrs Campbell (left) and Mrs Acey (right) 
15_t36rockfi eld01

Acharacle primary ones enjoy the school’s surroundings
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Primary one pupils at St Columba’s primary school, Oban, with teachers, Ms Chisolm and Mrs Lockhart 15_t36stcolumbas01 Six little ones started at Kilchuimen primary, Fort Augustus

Primary one pupils at Dunbeg primary school, near Oban, exploring their surroundings t36dunbeg01 Eight Gaelic medium and two English medium primary ones joined Bun-sgoil Shlèite in Sleat, Skye 

This year’s primary one pupils at Killin primary school Caol primary school’s class of 2015 in Lochaber

Primary one pupils at Arrochar primary school Lochyside’s primary one class of 2015
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Ulva primary school, Mull, has two primary one pupils this year Sofi  Seymour and Finlay Davies on their fi rst day at Invergarry

The three primary one pupils attending Salen primary school, Mull, this year Maggie Griffi  n is Mallaig’s only Gaelic medium primary one

A trio of primary ones at Dervaig primary school, Mull Leona MacKenzie and Declan Mathieson settle in to Mallaig primary school, English medium

Dalmally primary school welcomed six primary one pupils this year Ruairidh Wear, the only primary one at Knockbreck 
primary school, Skye 

The only primary one pupil at Lismore 
primary school this year
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Keills primary school, Islay, welcomed two new pupils this year Maisie, Percy and Kerisha enjoying their fi rst days at Edinbane, Skye

Arinagour primary school, Coll, welcomed three primary one pupils this year Eight boys and girls started at Macdiarmid primary school on Skye

Primary one pupils at Easdale primary school gear up for the journey ahead From left: Riley Morrison, Jacob McGuire, Billie Hazelton and Harry McGarry joined Kinlochleven primary this year

Gaelic primary one pupils at Bowmore primary school, Islay Carbost primary on Skye welcomed six youngsters to primary one
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FASNACLOICH 
GUN CLUB

Open 
shoot

Saturday 12th 
September 
12.00 start

Kettle stars return to 

with their brand new 

FUNBOX!

The winning photograph

Image courtesy of Alberto Santos Bellido

FRESH from a fi ve-star 
Fringe run and 
winner of the Total 
Theatre Award for 
Physical Theatre Al 
Seed embarks on an 
eight-date Scottish 
Tour of Oog.

Utilising physical 
theatre and a 
powerful soundtrack 
by Guy Veale, Oog 
leads audiences 
deep into the 
fractured mind of a 
shell-shocked soldier, 
who, against all odds, 
comes to terms with 
the demons of his past 
and re-imagines his 
future based on hope 
and reconciliation.  

Thoroughly 
absorbing and 
compellingly 

grotesque, Al Seed’s 
new movement-
based solo show  Oog 
seeks to challenge 
audiences with a 
physical exploration 
of the aftermath of 
violence.  

Oog is a companion 
piece to The Factory, 
which won the Jury 
Prize at the Arena 
Festival, Nuremberg, 
was shortlisted 
for a Total Theatre 
Award, and enjoyed 
performances at 
the ICA, London, 
as part of London 
International Mime 
Festival, 2006.

Oog is coming to 
Druimfi n, Tobermory 
on September 16 at 
7.30pm (40mins).

Al Seed’s Oog on tour after Fringe success

SCOTRAIL and 
Transport Scotland have 
launched a £1.5-million 
community fund to breathe 
new life into old and 
disused railway station 
premises. 

The Stations Community 
Regeneration Fund will 
enable business and 
community groups to 
transform redundant 
station rooms into facilities 
to benefit local people 
during the 10-year Abellio 
ScotRail franchise. 

Any projects that will 
aid communities or rail 
passengers will be consid-
ered for grants of between 
£5,000 and £75,000. 

Bids can also be made for 
larger sums, but applicants 
must provide in-depth 

feasibility studies. 
ScotRail Alliance 

managing director Phil 
Verster said: ‘We believe 
the Stations Community 
Regeneration Fund will 
make a real difference to 
customers and people liv-
ing near stations – opening 
up social opportunities, 
restoring disused premises, 
and creating jobs. 

‘I encourage any commu-
nity groups or businesses 
which think they can 
improve their local 
station to get in touch with 
ScotRail to discuss how 
the fund could help turn 
their ideas into reality.’ 

Grants can be used to 
contribute towards the 
costs of any structural 
repairs and to assist with 

the costs of fitting out 
station premises for their 
intended use. 

The Stations Community 
Regeneration Fund will be 
managed and administered 
by ScotRail with applica-
tions evaluated jointly in 
conjunction with Transport 
Scotland. 

Applications will be 
assessed on whether 
they fit with the existing 
building, businesses and 
local area, how they meet 
a market or community 
demand, and the future 
benefits expected from the 
proposal. 

For more information, 
potential applicants should 
email SCRF@scotrail.
co.uk 

£1.5 million fund to regenerate 
railway station buildings

OBAN Sea Cadets is looking for a new 
captain and instructors to help keep the unit 
afloat.

The sea cadets, now known as TS PHA-
ROS, was born in 2005 out of the ashes of an 
earlier unit and was formally incorporated 
into The Sea Cadet Corps in March 2007.  
Since that time there has been a steady 
stream of young men and women enjoying 
and benefiting from the opportunities offered 
by the group.

The sea cadets learn new skills, practise 
team work, building personal development in 
people’s lives.  

Michael Hawke, chairman, Oban Sea Cadet 
Unit, said: ‘We offer them an environment to 

Oban Sea Cadet un

Emma with Sinclair

Emma produces ‘star’ of a picture to 

Flying into Oban

THE  Boeing 
Employees will be 
performing in St 
John’s Cathedral, 
Oban, on Wednesday 
September 16 at 
7.30pm. Entrance is 
free.
The choir was 
originally organised 
to help employees’ 
children celebrate 
Christmas during the 
bleak years of World 
War II.  
The choir has 
continued to 
entertain and inspire 
audiences at home 

-  and around the 
world  - for more than 
72 years.  
The concert choir has 
60 singers who are 
employees of Boeing, 
retirees, and their 
family members.  
The choir rehearses 
weekly and presents 
two concert seasons 
in the Seattle, 
Washington area.
They will be singing 
songs both sacred 
and secular, from fi lm 
scores to the deep 
south, songs familiar 
to everyone.

Argyll Animal Aid

Christmas Fayre
Corran Halls, Oban

Saturday 21st November 11am to 3pm
To book a stall please call Jean on 01631 
566406 for a booking form, or download  

from www.argyllanimalaid.org.uk
Charity bookings £18 Commercial etc £25

The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

If you would like your business to feature in 
our weekly Food & Drink column call us on

01631 568000

This week...
Who is it? Silver Laced Catering & Event 
Planning is Oban’s most exciting bespoke 
party business

What do they do and where can I find them?
Owned and operated by Karen Payne and 
her family, they provide catering for events 
from simple to spectacular, anywhere in 
Scotland.
Home: 01631 770666  Mobile: 07766240194
Email: karenpayne18@aol.com 

Silver Laced has quickly gained a reputation for 
catering perfection- not only in the quality of food they 
produce, but also for the care and attention to detail 
displayed by the whole team, from the fi rst phone call 
to the last goodnight. All you have to do is choose a 
venue and make a guest list- Silver Laced takes care of 
the rest, from the invitations to the decorations to the 
food and drink. No event is too large- they can throw 
an entire weekend aff air with breakfast, lunch, dinner 
and snacks each day. Each event is purely bespoke to 
fi t your taste and budget and no challenge is too great. 
Karen can work magic with any venue, from a rustic 
barn to an elegant castle, assuring that the atmosphere 
is as fabulous as the fare. 

Tender loving care goes into every element. All their 
food is sourced as locally as possible, and each recipe 
is tried and tested and sure to please your guests. 
They even make their own gourmet chocolate- 
heaven! Whether you are having a traditional or 
unique wedding, Silver Laced can provide the ideal 
menu, down to a spectacular wedding cake. Karen’s 
famous ‘cheesecakes’ are taking the Oban event scene 
by storm- each an edible masterpiece featuring a 
selection of fi ne cheeses and accompaniments. They 
are perfect for a buff et, wedding party nibble or the 
pièce de résistance of a fabulous meal.

Silver Laced hog roasts, which feature succulent pork 
accompanied by all the trimmings, are extremely 
popular for everything from small family get-togethers 
to large corporate events. 

Choose one of Karen’s lovely hampers for picnics, gifts 
or any occasion, complete with nibbles, beverages and 
accessories. Free local delivery and non-local deliveries 
can be arranged.

Silver Laced Catering-far more than just a catering 
company!

Silver Laced Catering original recipe

Pork and stornoway 
black pudding rolls

Extremely easy and very tasty hot or cold

INGREDIENTS

Puff pastry

For the filling:
Good sausage meat
Stornoway black pudding (I use half and half)
Finely chopped onion and fresh sage
Finely diced apple

METHOD

Mix together filling ingredients and wrap in the puff 
pastry.

Bake for 25 - 35 mins at 200°C/180°C Fan/Gas 6 until 
golden brown.

Serve with salad and a good chutney.

When the owners of the 
legendary Scottish theatre 
group The Singing Kettle 
decided to shut up shop, 
the stars, Anya, Kevin and 
Gary, were having too much 
fun to let it end there. Anya 
explained: ‘We were devastat-
ed when we were told it was 
ending, but when it became 
clear that the company was 
not for sale, we decided to 
start our own show and carry 
on together - Funbox is the 
result. We have a very loyal 
fan base, so we will carry on 
the great tradition of a family 
singalong show with lots and 
lots of audience participation’. 

Anya, Kevin and Gary aren’t 
the only familiar faces in 
Funbox. ‘Our furry pal Bonzo 
the dog is with us too,’ said 
Kevin. ‘He’s as naughty as 
ever, but he does behave for 
his best friend, Anya. He can’t 
wait to come back to Fort 
William. You’ll get to hear his 
new theme song as well’. The 
gang will also be joined by 
some brand new characters. 
Look out for the Funsters- 
Fluffy and Flossie.

Anya, Gary and Kevin are 
very excited about returning 
to Fort William. ‘We love 
coming to Fort William,’ said 

Gary. ‘The audi-
ences are always up 
for a great time. The 
roar you hear from 
the kids is incredible. 

‘We were very keen 
that kids could have 
their own Funbox 
adventures at home,’ 
said Gary. ‘Any toybox has 
the potential to become a 
Funbox. 

‘Audience participation is 
still the name of the game, 
and everyone’s invited to 
come in fancy dress and/or 
wear a silly hat. 

‘It’s always been a big part of 
the experience of coming to 
our shows and it continues. 

‘And mums, dads, grannies 
and grandpas are encouraged 
to join in too.’

Funbox’s ‘Fancy Dress Fun’ 
comes to The Nevis Centre 
in Fort William on Sunday of 
September 20 at 1pm. 

Tickets are £12.50 each 
(family saver £46.00) and 
are available from The Nevis 
Centre, Fort William. For 
tickets and information, ring 
01397 700 707/613 750 or visit 
ticketmaster.co.uk

Full details can be found 
at www.funbox.co.uk and on 
Facebook and Twitter.

North Argyll Die Cast 
Model Show & Arts & 

Crafts Sale
IN THE VICTORY HALL

BENDERLOCH
Sat 12 Sept 10am - 5pm
Sun 13 Sept 10am - 4pm

Adults £2
Children & Concessions £1

Vehicle display weather permitting
2pm - 4pm both days

Proceeds in aid of Oban Mountain 
Rescue Team

Girl Guiding Oban District
TABLE TOP SALE

Babies, toddlers & kids 
items

Oban Guide Hall 
Sunday 27 September 

11am - 3pm
Bring your own table £5
Or book a table £7.50

Contact Kerryann 
07879 552988/01631 572029

SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY 
DANCING

Monday 14th September 
Church of Scotland 

Centre 
8pm

Beginners welcome

'Stones in His Pocket' 
by Mull Theatre

17th Sept. at 7.30pm
Craignish Village Hall, 

Ardfern
Tickets £9 (full) / £6 (conc) / £20 

family (2 adults + 2 children)
Book on: 01852 500746 or  cvh.

artsevents@gmail.com  
or 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/
date/186320
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please email: 

studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS
MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 

1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 

Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David Cullen, 2200 American 

Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 1200 

Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley 

Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie 

Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with 

Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone 

with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime with Campbell 

and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 

Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 

Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 Friday Night with 

Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 1330 

CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s 

Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & 

Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema, community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

11 SEPTEMBER  2015 - 17 SEPTEMBER 2015

45 YEARS (15) 
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 20:45, Sat: 20:00, Sun: 18:40

AIDA LIVE
Tue: 19:00 

HITMAN: AGENT 47 (15) 
Fri, Mon, Wed: 21:00, Sat: 17:50,20:00, Sun: 19:00

INSIDE OUT (U) 
Sat: 11:00, Sun: 11:15 

IRON GIANT - KIDS CLUB (U)
Sat: 10:00

MAX (12A) 
Fri, Mon, Wed: 16:15,18:15, Sat: 12:30, Sun: 13:30,16:15, Tue, Thu: 16:15 

PAPER TOWNS (12A) 
Sun: 11:15, 16:15 

PIXELS (12A)
Sat: 13:15,15:15

THE BAD EDUCATION MOVIE (15)

Daily Except Sat, Sun: 16:00,18:45, Sat: 15:45,17:45, Sun: 13:45

THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW LIVE (12A)

Thu: 18:45

COMING SOON: THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN AT 75

18/09/2015

BBC Radio 2’ s ‘ The Battle Of Britain At 75’ tells the epic story of the greatest aerial confl ict of the 

Second World War. This live cinema experience comes from Biggin Hill in south-east London, the 

most iconic of Britain’ s fi ghter stations.

FILM SYNOPSIS 

45 YEARS: 115MINS
45 YEARS is a British relationship drama about a secret which is uncovered the week leading 

up to a couple’s 45th wedding anniversary.

AIDA LIVE: 145MINS 
Following the success of last years event – MADAMA BUTTERFLY – CinemLive are presenting 

OPERA AUSTRALIA LIVE ON SYDNEY HARBOUR with VERDI’S AIDA.

Aida, Verdi masterfully pits the intimate aff airs of the heart against the grandeur of the 

universe: where kingdoms rise and fall and the sands of time grind onwards.

There could be no grander setting for such an opera than Sydney Harbour itself, awash with 

the light of the city and the Sydney Opera House silhouetted against the setting sun.

HITMAN: AGENT 47: 116MINS
Centres on an elite assassin who was genetically engineered from conception to be the 

perfect killing machine, and is known only by the last two digits on the barcode tattooed on 

the back of his neck.

IRON GIANT: 90MINS
Children’s Classic. A boy makes friend with a robot from outer space, but the army are not 

happy with a robot in the city.

MAX: 131MINS
A dog that helped US Marines in Afghanistan returns to the U.S. and is adopted by his 

handler’s family after suff ering a traumatic experience.

THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW LIVE: 120MINS
Ready to thrill you with its frothy, fun and naughty moments, this the boldest bash of 

them all, so sharpen those stilettos for the rockiest ride of your life! Follow squeaky-clean 

sweethearts Brad and Janet on an adventure they’ll never forget, with the scandalous 

Frank’n’Furter, rippling Rocky and vivacious Magenta. Get ready for a night of fun, frolics 

and frivolity in this thrilling production of Richard O’Brien’s classic original script. Bursting at 

the seams with timeless classics, including Sweet Transvestite, Damn it Janet, and of course, 

the pelvic-thrusting Time Warp, Richard O’Brien joins us in the form of Narrator plus surprise 

special guests including: Stephen Fry, Mel Giedroyc and Emma Bunton to bring this classic to 

your screens for one night only.

Fort William 

show - 

Image courtesy of John Young / 
www.YoungMedia.co.uk

A LOCHALSH woman is the 
star of an online photo compe-
tition which received more than 
2,500 views.

The public chose Emma 
Bennett-West’s Starfish photo-
graph out of 21 entries to win the 
seashore life photo competition 
posted to the Highland Seashore 
project Facebook page.

The competition was launched 
as part of the Highland 
Seashore project on July 1 and 
photographs had to be seashore 
related.

Whichever image received the 
most ‘likes’ on the page would be 
the winner.

Emma said: ‘I am just so 
excited to win. It was just a 
sunny day paddling with the kids 
when I just saw a perfect shot 
and snapped it. Little did I think 
it would lead me to this moment. 
Thank you everyone who voted 
for me. There were a lot of very 
good pictures to choose from, so 
I am especially honoured.’

Entries ranged from keen 

amateur photographers to 
the casual point and shoot 
opportunist.

Councillor Audrey Sinclair 
presented winner Emma with 
a camera, which came with 
underwater appliances, at an 
informal ceremony in Lochalsh.

Councillor Sinclair said: ‘I 
would like to congratulate 
Emma on winning the seashore 
life photo competition.  She 
has shown that excellent results 
can be achieved without being 
too hi-tech. Her photo captures 
the essence of the seashore - a 
simple photo that tells a whole 
story. It also shows that we can 
all find something of interest to 
see on the seashore and I would 
encourage people to go and 
explore this understated area of 
our natural environment.’

The Highland Seashore 
Project is a three-year venture 
set up in 2013 that runs events 
and activities around the coast, 
to celebrate the heritage and 
nature of the shores.

FOR THE first time an art 
gallery in Acharacle will 
host a joint exhibition and 
showcase the works of a 
local mother and daughter.

Resipole Studios gallery 
in the village is keeping it in 

IN these days of music 
with no frontiers from 
cosmopolitan multi-cultur-
al countries it is perhaps 
not so unusual to hear of 
musicians from Africa 
and India engaging with 
beautiful melodies from 
the Scottish tradition of 
centuries old Gaelic songs. 

But when the voice 
bringing those songs to 
life is Gaelic singer Karen 
Matheson, it’s not surpris-
ing to find the resulting 
recording far exceeds just a 
meeting of similar musical 
minds.

Internationally recog-
nised as lead vocalist of 
acclaimed crossover folk 
band Capercaillie, with 
which she has toured over 

30 countries and sold over 
a million albums, this solo 
project ‘Urram’ (Gaelic 
for respect) is a musical 
love letter to her family’s 
Hebridean roots. It is 
a collection of timeless 
Gaelic songs that evoke the 
character and atmosphere 
of island life, through work 
songs, love songs, lullabies, 
mouth music and evocative 
poems to the surroundings.

The sound of the album is 
engagingly contemporary 
in its ambition though, with 
guest musicians including 
Seiko Keita (Senegal) on 
African kora, Soumik 
Datta (India) on Sarod, 
Scotland’s Mr McFall’s 
Chamber group on 
strings, Innes White and 

Sorren MacLean 
on guitars, and 
long-term musical 
partner Donald 
Shaw producing 
and on piano.

Karen said: ‘This 
album came about 
after finding old 
photographs when my 
parents died.  

‘They sent me on a 
journey of discovery about 
their early lives, their 
ancestors, the tales of 
hardship, emigration and 
the losses of war, which 
compelled me to connect 
musically with what was 
important to them. 

‘The songs themselves are 
a mixture of those learnt as 
a child and songs gathered 

from 
the amazing archives of 
digitized recordings by the 
School of Scottish Studies. 
‘It is the first time that I 
have recorded a solo album 
of purely Gaelic material 
and it’s been a joy to 
collaborate with such great 
musicians from the world 
music scene.’

Hebridean roots for 
Karen’s newest off ering

WINNERS: The Gaelic Book Council award winners for 
2015. t36meek1no

Award for Gaelic book announced

A WORKING group 
has been established in 
Inverclyde, with backing 
from the Scottish govern-
ment, to bring the QE2 
cruise ship back to the west 
coast on a regular basis.

Inverclyde Council 
Leader, Councillor 
Stephen McCabe, said: 
‘With reports that QE2 

was languishing in a dock 
in Dubai after plans to 
convert her into a luxury 
hotel fell apart, I wrote 
to the government, and 
national representatives 
calling for national support 
to bring her home.

‘I said in my earlier 
statements that bringing 
QE2 home to the Clyde 

and Greenock is a 
Herculean task. The more 
you look at it, the larger 
that job becomes. That's 
why it is hugely significant 
to have the backing of the 
Scottish government and 
national agencies such as 
Scottish Enterprise around 
the table supporting our 
ambitious proposal.’

QE2 working group launch in Greenock

find new confidence and inspiration. 
‘Currently we have 15 cadets, four volunteer 

instructors with a unit management team in 
support.

‘Sadly we have a number of problems. In 
the first instance we need more volunteer 
instructors, either in uniform or not, whatever 
they wish, and especially female instructors.  

‘As readers will understand, if we are to be 
open to both boys and girls we must have the 
instructors to match.

‘We also need a number of volunteers to 
come forward to join the unit management 
team.  

‘I am sure there are some wonderful people 
out there willing to assist with the develop-

ment of our youth.  
‘Members do not have to have nautical 

experience, just a willingness to give some 
time to the unit and the corps.  

‘Instructors will need to have some nautical 
knowledge but do not need to be professional 
sailors. Gifted amateurs are just as good.

‘Our excellent commanding officer is due 
to stand down at the end of this year after 10 
years in post; a requirement of the Sea Cadet 
Corps.  

‘We are scouring the area to find a replace-
ment and feel sure there is one such candidate 
out there; so please step forward.’

Anyone who is interested in helping out 
should contact Michael on 01631 562734. 

it sends out search party for volunteers

win seashore life photo competition

Mother and daughter’s artistic fl air on display in exhibition

Answer................................................... ...........................................................................
Name..................................................... ...........................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ............................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ..................................................................

via appointment. Employees of McGuigan Wines, Wyvex Media and any agencies connected with the competition and their families 

entry coupons will not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication 
and website. This competition is also open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. Digital subscribers can enter by printing 
this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital subscriber (please provide your email address). 
Closing date for entries is midnight , September 23, 2015.

WIN!
a case of 
sparkling wine 
Six to give away

Award-winning McGuigan Wines is giving six lucky readers the chance to win a case of their 
brand new sparkling McGuigan Frizzante. 
The McGuigan Frizzante is bursting with soft lemon and apple fruit characters . The wine 
is crafted from some of the fi nest grapes in South Eastern Australia’s sunny climate. 
McGuigan Frizzante is full of lively yet delicate bubbles that give a crisp and refreshing 
sparkling wine. The acidity is perfectly balanced with soft citrus fruits and a hint of dryness. 
www.mcguiganwines.co.uk
For a chance to win a case of McGuigan Frizzante, simply answer this easy question, 
complete the form and send to Wyvex Media, McGuigan Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Entries must be submitted by Wednesday, September 23rd, 2015. Entrants must 
be 18 or over. Winners will be asked to collect their prize in person along with proof of age 
from their local Wyvex Media offi  ce. 

In which Australian state will you find Sydney? 
a) New South Wales b) New South Scotland 
c) New South England

THE Donald Meek Award 
2015 for the Gaelic Book 
of the Year has been 
awarded to Alasdair 
Campbell (Alasdair a’ 
Bhocsair) for his novel, 
Ro Fhada ’s an t-Suid-
heachadh Seo.

The award ceremony was 
held at a special event at 
the Edinburgh Interna-
tional Book Festival on 

Thursday August 27. 
Alasdair was unable to 

attend the event but his 
publisher Lisa Storey, 
Clar, collected the award 
on his behalf. Lisa said: 
‘He will not believe this! 
I am absolutely delighted 
for Alasdair. He is so 
worthy of this recogni-
tion.’

Additional funding from 

the family this month with 
artists Catherine Putman, 
mum, and Jessica Crighton, 
daughter.

The exhibition will run 
from September 11 and 
will display the work of the 
self-taught pair, who have 
each adapted different 
styles. 

From her studio in 
Ardgour, Catherine 
has been using pastels, 
charcoal, pen and ink to 
produce detailed depictions 
of red deer, eagles, horses 
and even family pets. She 
believes in trying to capture 

the nature of each animal 
in her art.

Jessica was inspired 
by her mum, but quickly 
developed her own bold 
and vibrant style. She uses 
acrylics to paint contempo-
rary portraits of the local 
wildlife. Her art is highly 
sought after by both visitors 
to her Fort William studio 
and collectors from further 
afield.

Gallery owner and sartist 
Andrew Sinclair said: ‘It’s 
a real privilege to have 
these two talented artists 
displaying their work at 

Resipole Studios. To have 
two artists from the same 
family, inspired by the same 
subject, but creating such 
different and unique pieces 
is, for me, part of what 
makes art so fascinating.’

Resipole Studios gallery is 
open from 11am until 6pm 
Tuesday to Sunday.

Entry is free and there 
will be an opportunity 
to purchase some of the 
displays.

For more information visit 
www.resipolestudios.co.uk.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig, enabled 
the Gaelic Books Council 
to increase the number 
of prizes and reward a 
number of other writers.

Roddy MacLean was 
in second place with An 
Creanaiche, his novel 
about the murder of JFK. 

Air a’ Chruard, Rody 
Gorman’s poetry anthol-
ogy was awarded third 
prize. 

A special judges’ prize 
for a young Gaelic writer 
they judged to be worthy 
of praise and encour-
agement was awarded to 
Stephanie Campbell for 
her children’s book An 
Raga.

Rosemary Ward, director 
of the Gaelic Books Coun-
cil, said: ‘I would like to 
extend my congratulations 
to everyone who made the 
shortlist. The judges were 
hugely impressed with the 
extremely high literary and 

Gaelic standards of the 
submissions and we (GBC) 
are extremely grateful 
to them for their help in 
identifying the worthy 
winners. 

‘We are also grateful for 
the financial assistance 
from Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
that has enabled us to 
increase the number of 
literary prizes we can 
award.’

Allan MacDonald, chair-
man of Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
was in attendance to 
present the winners with 
their prizes. 

The Donald Meek Award 
was established in 2010 by 
the Gaelic Books Council, 
in collaboration with 
Creative Scotland, with a 
view to encouraging new 
and established Gaelic 
writers. This year’s entries 
included poetry, non-fic-
tion, fiction, drama scripts 
and teen fiction. 

Funbox is a brand new 
family show from Anya, 

Gary and Kevin (the stars 
of The Singing Kettle).

SVTEC Farming Yesteryear 
and Vintage Rally 

on Sunday, 13th September, 
2015, at Scone Palace 

Parklands, Perth. 
Gates open at 8.00 a.m. 

Adults £10, Concessionaries 
and Children £5.

Scottish Reg Charity No SCO40667 

www.svtec.org
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Farming

www.facebook.com/obantimes

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, BARBED, 

HIGH TENSILE, MILD STEEL  
BEST PRICES

Forthcoming Special Sales
DALMALLY

Friday 25th September - Breeding Sheep Sale
Saturday 17th October - Blackface Ram & Ram Lambs
Friday 23rd October - Show & Sale of Suckled Calves

ISLAY
Thursday 1st October - Rams & Ram Lambs Sale

Friday 2nd October - Breeding Sheep Sale & all classes Lambs etc.
Wednesday 21st October - Lambs & Sheep also Annual Calf Sale

TIREE
Wednesday 23rd September - Lambs, Sheep, 
Rams also Special Sale of all classes Cattle

UIST - LOCHBOISDALE
Friday 18th September - Second Sale of all classes Lambs & Sheep

Enquiries invited

Dalmally 
show

JUST CHAMPION: Cattle champion from the Cladich fold, owned by Queenie Strickland and the stockman 
is Stuart Campbell

BULL: An outstanding beast, born February 2009 Ben Talla of Mottistone 
lives in Glen Lonan, at Dunach Estate and was brought in from

 the hillside for his first competition of the season. 
He took third place

COMPETING: A young handler with a lively heifer

JUDGE: Iain Mackay of Torloisk, Mull makes a 
decision in the young handlers’ competition

WRITING POWER: Marian Pallister shows off her book, Cruachan, The 
Hollow Mountain. 

The book is a social history of ways in which the investment into Cruachan 
changed the area around Dalmally, Loch Awe and Taynuilt. 

It is a fascinating read by Marian, who will be in Waterstone’s book shop in 
Oban on October 14 to discuss her writing.

BEST HOOF FORWARD: A fi ne display of riding from 
the Daltote Horse Display Team

ALIENS AT WORK: AliEnergy workers Katie Evamy 
and Jenny McLeish are joined by a green alien to 

raise awareness of aff ordable warmth

GOOD BREEDING: Any other breed of sheep 
champion a Texel gimmer from Barnakill, Lochgilp-
head-owned by Douglas and David Anderson.  The 

gimmer is home bred 
by a Cambwell tup

POULTRY: This blue Andalusian was the reserve 
champion and is owned by Jamie McTavish of 

Arrochar

VINTAGE: A car display from throughout automobile history was a big 
draw at the games

DALMALLY Show en-
joyed fine weather and 
great competitions at its 
annual event at the Mart 
Park last Saturday.

A large crowd came 
out in the finest day of 
the summer anyone can 
ever remember the show 
having.

The outstanding 
weather was matched by 

the level of competition 
in every category mak-
ing the event one of the 
biggest of the season.

There were 23 differ-
ent folds represented 
in the Highland cattle 
section with the Cladich 
fold doing exceptionally 
well. 

There were eight ex-
hibitors in the commer-

cial beef cattle section.
Twenty-two farms and 

crofts took part in the 
Blackface sheep com-
petitions, with eight in 
the any-other-breed of 
sheep competition. 

There was a fine show 
of poultry exhibitors 
within the well-run 
competition with Billy 
Neilson, the sections 

convenor ‘pleased’ with 
the number of  birds 
entered for the event.

The home industries 
competition including 
baking, preserves, knit-
ting, horticulture, floral 
art, sticks, photography 
and design saw more 
than 50 people take 
part.

HEN PECKED: Jennifer MacNeil’s fi rst in class, best 
bantam and supreme champion female light breed

FUND RAISING: North Argyll Young farmers had a 
superb bottle stall

The outstanding weather 

was matched by the level of 

competition in every category
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BUSINESSpeople editor@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568000

Build your network and your skills 
at Business Gateway’s workshops.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

Money 
Matters
with Iain Cairns

by pension scammers, 

pension scam.

access your pension 

A recommendation to take 

decisions.

pressure.

circumstances, so be 

Contact by somebody 
who is not on the 

do not hesitate to contact 

Scam alert: Your guide 

to safeguarding against 

rogue pension promoters

Argyll Financial Services Limited
27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ

t: 01369 706198  
f: 01369 705691 m: 07775870721

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway will kick 
off its autumn programme of 
free workshops with a range 
of topics to support local 
businesses.  

A one-day business start-up 
workshop will be held in Oban 
on Tuesday September 15. 
For those thinking about self-
employment, this workshop 
helps attendees develop their 
ideas into a practical and 
effective plan for starting a 
new business. 

‘Practical Basic Book-
keeping’ is aimed at those 
new to business with little 
or no formal training in 
book-keeping and will help 
participants keep accurate 
financial records. 

Places are still available in 
Lochgilphead on Wednesday 
September 23. 

To book a place or to find 
out more contact the Business 
Gateway team on 01546 
604555 or email business.
gateway@argyll -bute.gov.uk 

More workshops will be 

added to the schedule soon, 
including a host of new topics 
such as public relations and 
advertising, selling skills, 
pricing for profit and funding 
a business. 

Local businesses 
at  Best of the 
West Festival
ANYONE looking for 
inspiration from local craft 
entrepreneurs can head to 
the Best of the West Festival 
which takes place on Saturday 
September 12 and Sunday 
September 13 at Inveraray 
Castle. 

Mid Argyll-based 
glassmaker Kirsty Brady will 
be showcasing handmade 
goods from her business, A 
Touch of Glass, on the Sunday.  

Members of the local 
Business Gateway team will 
also be on hand to talk about 
the support available for 
anyone wanting to start up 
or grow a business. Skinny 

Sketcher, Sea Tree, Hiya 
Pal, Moine Mhor Jewellery 
and Fyne Silver will all join 
A Touch of Glass over the 
course of the weekend to sell 
their products in the Business 
Gateway-sponsored craft tent.  

Tendering for 
public sector 
contracts
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway team is 
keen to remind businesses 
and third sector organisations 
based in Argyll and Bute that 
they can access a free range of 
support to help them tender 
for public sector contracts. 

The supplier development 
programme (SDP) helps 
businesses improve their 
performance in winning 
contracts with public sector 
organisations, by providing 
information, news and events 
that explain the procurement 
process and help them to 
prepare. 

The support on offer includes 
access to a programme of 
free training workshops and 
events, targeted at different 
levels of experience, from 
those who are considering 
tendering but have not done 
so yet, to those who have 
tendered unsuccessfully, 
to those who are already 
supplying the public sector. 

There is a range of tailored 
information and guides 
available from the SDP 
website, designed to de-
mystify the procurement 
process and break through the 
jargon. 

In addition, quarterly 
newsletters and regular email 
alerts provide updates and 
information on opportunities.  

To access this free support, 
businesses and third sector 
organisations need to 
register their details at www.
sdpscotland.co.uk 

A new range of workshops 
will be launched in the autumn 
and registered businesses will 
automatically be sent details.

A NEW, multi-purpose vessel has 
been launched by Easdale-based 
company Seafari.

Celtic Trader, an aluminium 
landing craft, was fitted out at 
Seafari’s dedicated workshop at 
north Ballachulish and will operate 
in both sectors of the company. 

Seafari Adventures is tour-
ism-based and the new craft offers 
ample space for carrying sea 
kayaks and bicycles. 

Seafari Marine Services supplies 
passenger transport and logistical 
support for the commercial sector. 

Many contractors require cargo 
to be delivered swiftly with easy 
loading and offloading to and 
from remote beaches. As well 
as deck cargo, Celtic Trader can 
carry vehicles or trailers of site 
equipment. The potential to easily 
load equipment aboard and to 
use the vessel as a base which has 
easy access to the water whilst 
also having the ability to deploy 
and tow marine equipment was 
considered in the original design. 

Car-free Easdale Island will 
also benefit when Celtic Trader is 
at her home port carrying small 
quantities of cargo across the 200m 
stretch of water from Ellenabeich 
to Easdale.

AN OBAN-based graphic designer 
has collaborated with a production 
company to create an aerial video 
showcasing Kerrera.

Daniel Freytag is a partner 
in Freytag Anderson, a design 
company based in Glasgow which 
he runs from Oban.

The firm collaborated with 
videographer Borja Alcalde, of 
video production firm Wavlab, to 
produce the promotional piece of 
Kerrera, shot using a film drone.

The production shows stunning 
views of the island with footage of 
Kerrera castle, the rugged beaches 
and mountainous terrain as well as 
Kerrera tea garden and bunkhouse 
from unseen angles. 

The video was created for Martin 
and Aideen Shields, who run the 
bunkhouse.

WOOD Group’s renewable energy 
consultancy SgurrEnergy has won 
a contract to identify collaboration 
opportunities between the forestry 
and renewable energy industries in 
Argyll and Bute.

SgurrEnergy will provide 
mapping services in a project 
part-funded by the Scottish govern-
ment’s Strategic Timber Transport 
Fund. Argyll Timber Transport 
Group is leading the project, 
which also includes Scottish Hydro 
Electric Transmission, Forestry 
Commission Scotland and Argyll 
and Bute Renewable Alliance.

The project partners will work 
together to help plan new develop-
ments which will deliver long-term 
economic, environmental and 
social benefits throughout Argyll.

Glasgow-based SgurrEnergy will 
map forest road and energy project 
road infrastructure and how this 
links to the public road network.

New roads required for 
construction will be assessed to 
maximise the long-term benefits to 
the forest industry and to the wider 
infrastructure in Argyll.

The project will also look at 
linking existing access routes 
in established forests to allow 
timber traffic to be directed away 
from public roads whilst enabling 
renewable energy development.

New landing 
craft sets sail 

Mapping out 
the road ahead     

Unusual aerial 
shots of island  

Workshop programme under way 

A FAMILY removal and storage busi-
ness in Oban has set up a second compa-
ny delivering a comprehensive shredding 
service. 

Simply Shredding was formed after re-
moval business MacQueen Bros Ltd saw 
a gap in the market for a local file dis-
posal service which was previously being 
done by firms 100 miles away. 

With support from Argyll and Bute 
council’s Business Gateway service, 
MacQueen Bros began focusing on 
Simply Shredding and is now working 
with clients from across the Highlands 
and islands.  

Director Mark MacQueen said: 
‘MacQueen Bros removal and storage 
business has been going since 1983 and 
we have worked hard to establish an 
honest and trusted reputation for quality 
service in an industry that is frequently 
perceived to have reliability issues. We 
had expanded the storage side of the 
business which was originally based in a 
small warehouse to now having our own 
purpose-built facility.  

‘Although we have been offering an 
archive storage and retrieval service for 
a number of years in order that offices 
can free up space within their building, 
the confidential disposal of files that are 
no longer required has up until now been 
carried out by companies outwith the 
area. 

‘We felt there was a need to provide 
this service in the local area at a low cost 
and so we set up Simply Shredding.’ 

Simply Shredding offers both home 
and office shreds, working with a range 
of clients including families who are 
moving house to large organisations 

AN ISLAY pub has made it 
third time lucky, after it fought 
off competition from across 
Scotland to be named whisky 
bar of the year at the annual 
Dram magazine awards dinner. 

The Ballygrant Inn and 
Restaurant came first at the 
awards ceremony at the Hilton 
Hotel, Glasgow, last month.

The Dram Magazine Scottish 
Bar and Pub Awards aim to 
reward and promote excellence 
in the licensed trade and are 

eagerly contested among bars, 
pubs, hotels and clubs.

In the whisky bar of the year 
category, Ballygrant Inn and 
Restaurant was one of four fi-
nalists, along with the Ardshiel 
Hotel, Campbeltown, the Pot 
Still, Glasgow, and the Curly 
Coo, Stirling. David Graham, 
Ballygrant owner, said: ‘We are 
delighted to win. I would like 
to thank our customers and 
guests for their support and for 
nominating us for this award.’

NEW VENTURE: MacQueen Bros Ltd’s accounts manager Eileen Sinclair, offi  ce 
manager Linda Fraser and Graham MacQueen 17_t37shredding01

needing a monthly service. Every piece 
of paper Simply Shredding deals with is 
then recycled allowing companies to also 
fulfil their environmental policy.  

Mark added: ‘The help and advice 
provided by Business Gateway has been 
invaluable and I found the website to be 
clear and easy to use with guides availa-
ble for each step. 

‘Having the information on business 
plans, financial planning and tax advice 
available in one place was fantastic. The 
one-to-one advice from my adviser was 
also great and I feel supported and aided 
by the team and would recommend any-

one with a business idea to contact them 
for advice.’

Graham MacQueen, also a director 
of the firm, added: ‘We are the only 
shredding business in Argyll which is ad-
vantageous as it allows us to keep costs 
to a minimum, being based here rather 
than in the central belt.’

Angela Vernel, business adviser for 
Business Gateway said: ‘MacQueen Bros 
had a good business idea and was clear 
on how to progress plans. The support 
we provided helped give the firm the 
confidence to establish the business and 
we wish them every success.’

CHEERS: Andrew Dobbie of sponsors Made Brave, centre, 
with Ewan Graham, left, and David Graham of the Ballygrant 

Inn and Restaurant

Cheers as Ballygrant Inn 
makes it third time lucky

MacQueen Bros
Charitable Trust

MacQueen
SELF STORAGE LTD

AND

Proud to support
Simply Shredding

The White Building, 
North Pier, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 5QD

Tel: 01631 564848
Opening hours Mon-Sat 10am-4pm

Tel: 01631 564848
Email: info@macqueenbros.com

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

PROUD TO SUPPORT SIMPLE SHREDDING
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Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

SHOWERS, LAUNDRY 
AND TOILET FACILITIES

Mallaig 
Marina

SAIL AND COVER VALETING

NEW SAILS, COVERS, UPHOLSTERY, 

RIGGING, FURLING GEAR

RIG INSPECTION, TUNING AND SERVICE

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR

Tel: 01631 720485
Email: info@owensails.com

Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West - Trailer Sales, 
Servicing and Repairs
Spare Parts & Accessories

Caravan Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Rental
Winter Storage

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  trailwest@talktalkbusiness.netTRAIL WEST

An  Aladdin’s cave for anyone who Tows

SAILING TIMES

Drascombe Longboat Cruiser

Tel: 07803 131430

(lifting Keel) day cruiser sailing boat. 

Traditional s sail rig. Navigation equipment, 

safety equipment including a tender and 

4 stroke engine, oars, life jackets, well 

maintained. Trailer and many extras. Fully 

kitted out for day and overnight sails. Can 

also be easily towed to destinations. Currently 

lying on pontoon at Peterhead Marina. Can be 

delivered for fee.

£5,700

Rowing dinghy 11’6”

Tel: 01631 710548

Fibreglass. New timber 
fi ttings. Oars. O/B plate. On 
good road/launching trailer 
with new suspension, hubs, 
bearings, wheels, tyres, 
bearing savers. Winch and 
rollers.

£600

‘Summersong’

Telephone 01546 603011

ELIZABETHAN 23 built 
1973. Lying Tarbert. Well 
cared for. Lovely lines; GRP 
hull, raked stem; lifting 
keel. 4 berth, furling jib, 
full sails including Genoa, 

Yanmar engine.

Off ers c £3,500

THE 2015 boating season has cer-
tainly not seen the best of weather 

so many owners are already 
planning to lay their boats up early 

for the winter.  Where boatyards 
are concerned it is never too early 

to book space and facilities for your 
craft. If you have not already con-

tacted your preferred yard, book in 
now. Boatyards operate diff erent 
haul-out procedures and timings 
and you may need to book a slot 

as well as choosing whether to 
over-winter under-cover or outside.

Although it may seem early, it’s important to 
make a list of any work to be carried out on the 
boat, especially if it’s to be done by your chosen 
yard team. To maintain your craft in a good, sea-
worthy condition, a good programme of winter 
lay-up maintenance is essential. Preparation at 
this stage will pay dividends for speedy fi tting 
out next spring.
Some key areas need considered in laying up 
your boat, some depending on whether it’s a sail 
or motor boat owned - 

• Keel, hull, topsides, deck, cockpit 
• Freezing damage prevention
• Interior
• Sails
• Rigging
• Engine/Batteries/Electrics
• Safety Equipment

If you intend doing work yourself prepare the 
following as basics - roll duct tape, clean cotton 
rags - your old t-shirts are ideal, adjustable and 
plumbing wrenches, full tool set, oil and fi lters, jar 

of petroleum jelly, boat wax, polishing machine, 
old towels, boat and equipment manuals.

Keel/hull/topsides/deck/cockpit

Pressure washing the hull on lift-out removes 
fouling and prepares the surface for new an-
ti-fouling in the spring. The cleaned hull can be 
inspected for any damage allowing repairs to be 
carried out. 
A fi rst overview is of the general condition of 
keel/hull/topsides/decks and fi ttings after the 
season’s wear and tear. Check keelbolts, any 
play in the rudder/cutlass bearings and the 
prop-shaft and for any cracks in the hull and 
keel. A good wash down of the whole boat and a 
protective wax on the topsides gives protection 
over the winter and makes fi tting out easier in 
spring. Thoroughly clean  the cockpit and touch 
up any paint or woodwork here and on deck 
if the weather is good. Covering the boat is 
preferable when stored outside but make sure 
covers are well secured, allow for ventilation 
and watch for chafi ng at regular intervals. Some 
yards will shrink wrap.  Equally, make sure your 
cradle, trailer or support legs are secure and the 
trim of the boat is slightly bow up to make sure 
water won't run forward and puddle in places it 
shouldn't. 

Prevention of freezing damage

Work to prevent any freezing damage and the 
prevention of water damage is essential. Boat 
manuals should give an idea of pipe work runs. 
Starting with ‘plumbing’ systems- anything 
that holds or carries water – ie pipes and tanks, 
pumps and strainers must be fully drained – 
pumped dry if necessary. Flush water systems 
through with a water sanitizer fi rst. Flush heads 
through, drain and lubricate disconnecting 
hoses to allow them to ‘breathe’.

Interior

A clean up of the boat’s interior is really impor-
tant for winter lay up. Remove as much equip-
ment as possible and take home and store. Clear 
plastic stack boxes are good to allow inspection 
of contents which should all be cleaned before 
storing at home – these can easily be brought 
back to the boat in the spring. Installing a de-hu-
midifi er and heater will also keep the interior 
warm and dry. Washing the interior thoroughly 
including lockers, bilges, cookers and toilets 
with a weak bleach mixture will prevent mould. 
Always ventilate the boat well and do any touch 
up work inside when weather permits.  List any 
items required for the 2016 season. Check gas 
systems on board are up to standard with a gas 
engineer. Now is a good time to check fi re extin-
guishers and replace as necessary in the spring.

Sails

These are the powerhouse of the sailing craft so 
keep them in good condition. Check over and 
seek advice on all aspects of sail maintenance 
from your local sail loft. If you need new sails this 
is a good time to place an order. Sail cleaning is 
sometimes off ered as well as repair services and 
even storage. Storing at home must be in a dark, 
warm well ventilated area away from rodents. 

Standing and Running rigging

With rigging and deck equipment under huge 
loads, it’s essential to keep an eye on wear and 
replace as required. Check sheaves, swages, 
split-pins and spreader mounts for corrosion. 
Wash everything with fresh water. Substitute 
halyards with messenger lines to aid longevity. 
Inspect for chafe and wash and dry halyards/
sheets before storing in a dry place. With the 
mast down, check masthead instrumentation 
and masthead blocks are running freely. Re-
move anchors and chain and store on a pallet 
below the boat washing fi rst with fresh water to 
remove salt and dirt.

Engines, Batteries, Electrics

Both inboard and outboard engines need 
winterised with an oil change as standard. Boat 
manuals will help in this regard or get the yard 
to do this important work.  

Flush the out-
board through 

with fresh water. 
Replace fresh cooling water 

with antifreeze/water mix. Remove 
the impeller and plug the air and exhaust outlet 
with an oil-soaked rag. Fill fuel tank to prevent 
condensation and add a biocide. Change fi lters 
as required and bleed system for next season. 
Change engine and gearbox oil and make a note 
of the date of change. Minimise condensation by 
spraying the engine with WD40 and cover with a 
cloth. Put batteries on a trickle charge and if not 
needed onboard, take home and sit in a place 
that won’t freeze. Electrics/instrumentation on 
board should be looked over and any problems 
checked out by an electronics engineer and 
repaired or renewed.

Safety Equipment

A complete overhaul of lifejackets, harnesses 
and safety gear should be carried out replacing 
anything that looks suspect. Lifejackets can be 
stored partially infl ated over the winter. Flare 
packs should be kept in a dry area – check for 
out of date fl ares. The RNLI off ers a safety check 
on boats and safety equipment. Clean and 
repair dinghy tenders, storing partially infl ated. 
Life rafts should be removed and serviced by an 
authorised centre. 
                                     

Expert advice on any issue with your boat is on 
hand from your local boat-yard operator, service 
engineer, chandler or sail-maker if there’s any-
thing you’re unsure about. These are the experts 
so don’t hesitate to ask if you need to. 
Once the boat is laid up safely – clean and dry 
with all maintenance in hand - you can relax and 
enjoy planning the boating season for 2016.

Store your
 Boatfor thewinter

Store your
 Boatfor thewinter

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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PEUGEOT 407 05 plate

01631 760237 evenings

Diesel
MOT July 2016
94, 900 miles
Can be seen in Appin.

£1500

Renault Clio 1.2

Tel 07799 650248

5 door, 58 plate, 12 
months MOT,
new Sony stereo, very 
low mileage,
immaculate condition.

£2,000 o.n.o.

Vauxhall Astra

Tel 07554 571070

03 reg, 1.7 DTi
4 good tyres, wood lined, 
12 months MOT,
good mechanically, good 
on fuel.

£950 o.n.o.

Peugeot 206 HDI XL

Tel 07752 709613

1400 diesel 
1 year MOT
1st reg 10/03/2003
Can be viewed at 
Derek Wilson.

£750 O.N.C.O

Spy 250 F1

Tel 07980 418286

12 plate 
Road legal quad.

£600 o.n.o.

RENAULT MASTER HORSEBOX

07825 507177

2006 conversion, 02 Reg, 101541 
miles, MOT to June 2016, 3.5 ton.
2 stalls, saddle rack, bridle 
hooks, well maintained in good 
condition and running order. 
Horses load and travel well 
in this easy to drive and good 
value lorry.

£5,750

2001 Mazda B2500 Escape Double cab

Tel 07729 911321

104,000 miles. Alloys, Air Con etc Full 
service history. 

Recent new battery and exhaust. 
Mot to June 2016.

£2,500

DRIVETIMES

Mini John Cooper Works

Tel: 01631 564022 / 07710 060021

First reg 5/3/11
MOT 8/3/2016
Mileage 43,000
Extras - Media pack,
chilli pack
Excellent condition.

£12,500

VW Golf 1.9 TDI Match

Contact 07733094796 or after six 01855 821033

07 reg 5 door hatch. Low 
mileage, cruise control, 
multifunction steering wheel, 
air con, auto on/off  lights and 
wipers, FSH, MOT to Jul 16.  Well 
cared for and in extremely good 
condition inside and out.

£5000

Mitsubishi ASX4 2wd

01343 842114 or 07702 985180

Black. Petrol. 5000 
miles from new. Sat 
nav, reversing sensors, 
leather heated seats, 
Bluetooth. Immaculate.

£12,500

Torino 34

Telephone 07899 785980

3 Bedroom 
Static Caravan 

for Sale.
£2500 o.n.o. 

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES
Abbey Freestyle quality caravan

Tel: 07771 930975 (Perthshire)

2 berth, 2001, 1 owner from new, very 
rarely used, ex condt, totally unmarked 
inside and out, spacious fully fi tted luxury 
end washroom, shower and toilet, fl y 
screen etc, newly serviced, all paper work

£3,950
Also Pullman awning 

 never used £375.

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES        PROPERTY REVIEWS         

PROPERTY NEWS     LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO LET

Lovely 
Skipness 

Cottage long 
term let

Beautiful views.
Animals Welcome.
email: krabshuisj@

gmail.com

TO LET - Oban
One bedroom, 

furnished, cottage 
with parking.

Available 
mid-September.

References required.
EPC Rating: F34

Tel: 01631 562737
Landlord Reg. No.: 
139737/130/19250

TO LET
4 bedroom furnish/unfurnished 

house by Kilchrenan
Set in Farm Land. Stunning views over 
loch awe, no pets or indoor smoking, 
Property available late September. 

£650 PCM
Contact Frank : 07831 264806

Landlord Reg: 266939/130/02351

Three ways to make your 

property sell faster!
You’ve had your property on the market 
for a while now but the viewings are just 
not converting into offers. What can you 
do give you the best chance of achieving 
a sale?

1.    Asking price:
Many clients we speak to overestimate the 
value of their home due to the sentimental 
value they attach to it. We realise it can 
be personal having your home critiqued. 
Estate agents professionally value your 
property taking into consideration the 
facts at hand, the property and the local 
market, devoid of personal attachment. 
The price is the first thing that will attract 
a buyer. If you are seeing low offers or few 
viewings, this could be the reason. In the 
current market, sellers need to be flexible 
– consider lower offers, and request feed-

back regarding these offers to shape your 
plan going forward!

2.    Let buyers see the potential:
It’s all about first impressions! Make sure 
your garden/close is neat and tidy, front 
door/fences are painted and your windows 
are clean. If all of these are in good order 
it gives buyers confidence that the whole 
property is well maintained. You may 
love your music room, brightly coloured 
bathroom, and cat ornament collection – 
but that doesn’t mean everyone else will. 
Some buyers can visualise the potential 
of a property, however some can’t, so it’s 
best to do everything you can to help buy-
ers imagine your property as their home. 
Neutral colour schemes, decluttering and 
presenting the property in a clean and 
tidy condition, all increase your chances of 
receiving an offer.

3.    Online presence:
A few images and a description simply will 
not cut it anymore. Buyers are researching 

the market 
online before 
picking up 
the phone to 
an agent. We 
review our online 
listings on a regular 
basis to ensure we are 
marketing our listings as effectively as 
possible. But don’t be afraid to speak up 
if you feel there’s something missing from 
your listing. At West we include lots of high 
quality photography, detailed floorplans 
and concise descriptions for all our list-
ings. At West we believe giving buyers all 
the relevant information online maximises 
a listing’s chances of being noticed and 
increases the number of viewing appoint-
ments.

Want more information on West 

Property’s estate agency services? 

Call a member of our sales team 

today on 01631 569 466 for advice 

on selling your property. 

ADVERTORIAL

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 01356 250276/0754 3359961 or 
email lit1@hotmail.co.uk

Motor Homes or Camper Vans, 
any year or condition, also any type of 

touring caravan. 
Will collect and pay cash.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

Tel: 07900 668642 Andrew

Greenfi eld’s 4 x 4’s
WANTED ALL TYPES OF PICKUPS AND 4 X 4’S

Single & Dbl Cab
Any condition/ mileage considered from 

1990-2014
Wide Range of vehicles for sale

WANTED
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We want to hear from 

you if you have the 

appropriate experience 

and qualifi cations:

 Journalism

 Shorthand

 Ambition and 

enthusiasm

 Talent, self motivation 

and commitment

 A full current 

driving licence

The Oban Times is inviting applications 

for a senior reporter.

As the position will be based in Oban, 

knowledge of the area would be an 

advantage.

Financial assistance for accommodation 

where relevant may be available for the 

fi rst three months.

We off er a good, competitive salary 

+ private health care 

+ enhanced pension 

+ life assurance 

+ excellent benefi ts and great working 

conditions 

Accounts & 
Administrative Assistant

A full time position has arisen in our Oban office for an Accounts & 
Administrative Assistant to provide support to our busy accounts 
department. This role will also involve administration and hands 

on support for the distribution of our various products.

Experience of working in an accounts department will be advantageous, as 
will the ability to work on your own initiative. Computer literacy and a careful 

attention to detail will be crucial in this role. 

This role will involve extensive customer care similar 
outbound contact with our customer base and a 

pleasant telephone manner will also be important.

In addition to salary, we offer group personal pension plan, 
life and medical insurance.

A full current driving licence is essential.

If you feel the above is you, please email  your CV and a 
letter of application to Alison Arden,  Wyvex Media Ltd, 

Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB  
or email:  ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Facilities Caretaker / Cleaner
Kinlochleven School

37 hours p/week Mon - Fri
£17k p.a.

Applicants will be subject to a 
PVG check by Disclosure Scotland

Contact:  Mears Facilities Management
e-mail: andrew.holmes@mearsgroup.co.uk
or call 01463 243126 for an application form

Interviews will be held locally in September.

www.mearsgroup.co.uk

Riggers Mate

To join our rigging team for a fi xed period starting 
September 2015 through to 11th December 2015. 
The applicant would be working with our existing 
rigging team to assist with mast and sail removals as 
boats come ashore for winter lay-up. Knowledge of 
boats and sailing would be an advantage.
Yard Hand/Maintenance Man

Fixed term contract 1st October 2015 through to 
27th May 2016. Role would see applicant working 
alongside our yard team to assist with bring the 
boats ashore for winter storage. After the winter 
slipping season has been fi nished the applicant 
would be assisting with general maintenance duties 
on the pontoons and moorings before assisting with 
launching the boats again in spring 2016.
Assistant Boat Repair Technician

To work alongside our busy boat building team 
assisting other members of the team as required 
with cosmetic and structural repairs in GRP/FRP and 
timber. A knowledge of joinery and woodwork is 
essential with previous experience of working with 
GRP and modern paint systems an advantage.
For further information and applications forms 
please contact Mark. Applications for all positions 
should be submitted on or before September 16th 
2015.

Mark Cameron, General Manager

Ardfern Yacht Centre, Ardfern, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8QN

01852 500 247   www.ardfernyacht.co.uk

QUALIFIED & TRAINEE BUS DRIVERS 
CAMPBELTOWN AND ARDRISHAIG

Excellent salary & benefits plus training  

package available for suitable candidates.

As a West Coast Motors trainee driver, you will   
complete training courses and achieve your

PCV licence. 
 

Once qualified you’ll be part of a team that  
operates buses and coaches on a mix of school 
contracts, local services, express coach services, 

school and private group hires.

We are looking for smart, professional people  
(who are 21 or over) with customer service skills  

and a real sense of responsibility.
The ability to work shifts (including weekends and 
Bank Holidays) and a good level of fitness are both 

vital, as is a full UK driving licence.
 This is a full time permanent position.

We also have full and part time hours available for fully  
qualified drivers in both Campbeltown and Ardrishaig.

If you have a PCV licence and up to date driver CPC 
qualification, please get in touch.

Please apply in writing enclosing your current CV to: 

You can also apply by email to:
enquiries@westcoastmotors.co.uk

or online at : www.westcoastmotors.co.uk/careers

FORTEITH FOODSERVICE - 

RECRUITING NOW!
Class 2 drivers  + 7.5t drivers required (permanent)

48 hrs per week + overtime. 
Any 5 days from Mon - Sat

To undertake Multi Temp drops throughout 
Argyll and the Islands.

Class 2 OTE £27,000 per annum
7.5t OTE £25,000 per annum

To apply please contact: John Gillies, 
Transport Supervisor, Forteith Foodservice, 

Glengallan Rd, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
Tel: 01631 569100

email. johngillies@forteith.lls.com

PERMANENT POSITIONS

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION GROUP –  
PART OF THE LINK GROUP
 

POST OF: PLUMBER/
HEATING SERVICE ENGINEER
 
West Highland Housing Association Group is looking to recruit a highly 
motivated, time served Plumber/Heating Engineer to undertake our 
Cyclical Maintenance of Unvented Hot Water Cylinders, Thermostatic 
Mixer Valves, Solar Thermal Servicing, Heat Interface Unit Servicing, Wet 
Central Heating Serving as well as assisting in the day to day running 
and operation of our Biomass District Heating Schemes. 

West Highland Housing Association Ltd have around 800 housing 
units and operate across the Oban and Lorn area as well as the inner 
Hebridean isles including , Islay, Jura, Colonsay, Mull and Tiree 

What we require: 

You should be qualified to a minimum of SVQ level 3 in Domestic 
Plumbing and Heating or equivalent with extensive post qualification 
experience.  You will also require to hold certification for servicing 
Unvented Hot Water Cylinders and Servicing Solar Thermal installations. 
You should have experience in maintaining and resolving faults in 
heating systems, hot water systems, pump and control systems and the 
like. You will be well organised, methodical and ideally have knowledge 
of other associated construction trades and basic IT skills.

You should have excellent communication skills and an enthusiastic and 
helpful manner with particular focus on providing exceptional Customer 
Service. The ability to cope well when under pressure and the ability to 
demonstrate a flexible approach without supervision is essential. You 
should be able to work effectively both independently and as a team 
member

You will be required to participate in an occasional Emergency Call 
Out Service in relation to the operation of the Biomass District Heating 
Schemes.

What’s on offer:  

West Highland Housing Association Group offer excellent terms and 
conditions including,  
Salary £30,000 - £35,000 per annum based on a 39hr week [normal 
working hours generally apply but specific timings will vary to suit any 
operational needs and occasional travel to Islands] 35 days annual leave 
[includes 10 public holidays] and access to a Contributory Pension 
Scheme. 
Closing date for completed applications is 12 noon on Friday 11 
September 2015
Interviews will be held at WHHA offices [Oban] Week-Commencing 21 
September 2015
For further information, or to apply for this position, please click on the 
link below 
http://linkhousing.org.uk/careers/vacancies/

Please note that CV’s will not be considered.
Link is an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications from all 
sectors of the community.  Our offices are fully accessible to wheelchair users 
and we will interview all disabled candidates who meet the essential criteria

Closing date for both posts:
25 September 2015.

To apply visit our website

Childcare and Education Worker (Temporary)
£19,672 - £20,859 (pro rata) Isle of Iona Ref: CME35647
21 hours per week, term time

Catering Assistant (Permanent)
£13,697 - £14,970 (pro rata) Isle of Mull Ref: CMA00769
17.5 hours per week
The Council applies the Living Wage of £7.85 per hour to this post.

☎ Tel: 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Electrician 
Mid Argyll or Kintyre
Electrician required to carry out domestic 
repair & maintenance work and electrical 
periodic inspections.  Applicants must be 
qualified to Level 3, 17th edition. 

The basic week is 37.5 hours, 
Monday to Friday 08.30 to 16.30 
with a 30 minute lunch break. 
The package is £12.62 to £14.89 per hour 
depending on experience, plus overtime, 
standby allowance, 37 days paid leave, 
sick pay, health and life insurance. 
This post will be subject to a Basic 
Disclosure Scotland check.  
Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Thursday 24th September 2015

For further information about this post or 
for an informal chat please contact Phil 
Burn, Operations Manager 
on 01546 605824

For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team: 
Tel 01546 605917 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk  

Distillery Chargehand – Tobermory Distillery

A vacancy for the position of Distillery Chargehand 
has arisen at our Distillery in Tobermory, Isle of 
Mull.  The successful candidate will be reporting 
to the Distillery Manager and will provide support 
for the Distillery Manager in carrying out his duties 
across the site. 
Key Tasks:

of whisky production, ie raw material intake, 
milling, mashing, fermentation, distilling, and 
spirit despatch 

Manager maintaining the operation of the site and 
the production of spirit at the Distillery  

activities using company approved systems and 
timely provision of reports from the distillery in 

and management reporting procedures

of the responsibility of managing the distillery 
business unit in respect of spirit production, spirit 
receipt and despatch, cask warehousing, brand 
ambassadorial representation, hosting trade and 
consumer visits and retail activities in the absence 
of the Distillery manager

Ideally, the successful applicant for the job will be 
able to demonstrate the necessary skills and experi-
ence having previously worked in various aspects 
of distillery operations. In addition the applicant 
will possess suitable communication and leadership 
skills to meet the challenges this position presents.

work such additional hours as are necessary in order 
to carry out your duties to a satisfactory standard.
Applications should be made in writing to: 
HR Department
Burn Stewart Distillers
8 Milton Road, College Milton North, 
East Kilbride, Glasgow G74 5BU
Closing Date for Applications:  
Thursday 17th September 2015

Mechanic Required
Time served mechanic required for 

maintenance of Commercial Vehicles 
and Trailers in our Lochgilphead depot.

Please Contact: 
Peter McKerral & Co. Ltd

Darlochan Yard, 
Kilkenzie, 

Campbeltown 
PA28 6NT

Email: petermckerral4@gmail.com

Peter McKerral and Co. LtdPeter McKerral and Co. Ltd

ISLAY ESTATES COMPANY
GAMEKEEPER/STALKER REQUIRED

Islay Estates Company is looking for 
an experienced, energetic and highly 

skilled gamekeeper to work as part of the 
team delivering world class sport and 

environmental management.
The job will involve managing deer on one of the 

beats on Islay Estates, running a low ground shoot, 

part of a team and contributing widely to the Estate.
The position will be available from February 2016.

The package includes: excellent remuneration, a house, 
a dedicated vehicle, pension scheme and extras.

Please forward your application – to include a CV 
and a covering letter – by post or email to:

William Inglis MRICS, Islay Estates Company, 
Bridgend, Isle of Islay, Argyll PA44 7NZ. 

willy@islayestates.com

REQUIRE

SITE AGENT / CHARGEHAND 
/ SUPERVISOR

FOR CONTRACTS IN THE OBAN AREA
VALID CSCS, H&S QUALIFICATIONS

& DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL
WRITTEN APPLICATIONS / C.V. TO

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

We are currently recruiting for full and part time staff 
to join our existing team. 

We are looking for a Chef and Breakfast Chef to join our current 
longstanding kitchen team.

We also have bar/front of house positions available 
dependent upon experience. 

In return the right candidates will receive competitive rates of pay, a 

To apply for this position please send your CV and covering letter to: 
manager@ardshiel.co.uk or post to HR Manager, 

Ardshiel Hotel, Kilkerran Road, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6JL
closing date: Monday 28th September 2015
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Advertising Sales Executive OBAN
Due to a reorganisation of the sales department and staff changes within the 
company we are looking an Advertising Sales Executive.

We offer excellent pay and real career progression and benefits including BUPA, 
holidays to 35 days (Scale), realistic targets and achievable bonus - most sales 
staff receive regular monthly bonuses.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from on-going training, first 
class support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a professional company 
that believes in rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.

If you want to be part of the progressive new sales department, please submit CV 
and covering letter to

ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Annual General Meeting
To be held on 

Thursday 17th September 2015
commencing at 2.00pm

in the Inveraray Inn, Inveraray

All members are invited to attend

OBAN
Full and flexible part time 
positions available
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can offer you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our 
well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships and benefit 
from on-going training, first class support. 
Extensive travel across Scotland may be 
necessary. A full driving licence is essential.
Apply with C.V. and covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Special 
publication 
sales

public notices

First Registration 
of a Croft

Helen McDonnel has 
registered her croft 
8 Bracara and part 
Glasnacardoch, Glenelg, on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by May 14, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crof ts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is I1396

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Mr S F Cass & Mrs C Cass
Fennachrochan, 
Lismore & Appin
0.203 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.87.51518
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Mr H D Morrison
Strachurbeg, Strachur
0.073 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.87.47681
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Mr K C Tindal
Sandbank, 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon
0.022 ha – For alterations 
and an extension to an 
existing dwelling house 
4.86.57235
Conditions: 3b, 4

Conditions

(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed development 
completion
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 
open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02346/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land South Of Fonn Aline 
Aros Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02398/PP Formation of access road and installation of septic 
tank to serve two plots

Land East Of Gortanachuirn 
Farm Bruichladdich Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(C48 CARSAIG ROAD, ISLE OF MULL)
(TEMPORARY 3 TONNES MGW WEIGHT RESTRICTION) ORDER 2015

On Monday 7th September 2015, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven 
any motor vehicle whose maximum gross weight exceeds 3 tonnes on that length of the C48 Carsaig Road, from the access 
road to Carsaig House extending in a north westerly direction for a distance of 450 metres or thereby.

This restriction is required to prevent further serious damage to the structure and surface of the road following land slippage 
and will be effective when indicated by signs, from 0001 hours on the 16th September 2015 and will remain in operation until 
2359 hours on the 10th March 2017 or until the works are complete, whichever is the earliest.

There is no alternative route available.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

First Registration 
of a Croft

Alastair Campbell MacColl 
has registered their croft 84 
Portuairk, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by May 18, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crof ts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C1427.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/03314/FUL

15/03117/PIP

15/03177/FUL

15/03144/FUL

15/03208/PIP

15/03224/S42

15/02922/PIP

15/03354/PIP

15/02546/FUL

15/02565/FUL

15/03217/PIP

Development  Address

Flat 1, Nevis Stores Flats
Station Road
Mallaig

Land 65M SW of 15 
Cleadale
Isle of Eigg

South Laggan Church
South Laggan
Spean Bridge

Land North of Roughburn
Tulloch
Roy Bridge

Land 115M SW of 15 Spean 
Park
Spean Bridge

Sandholm Cottages
Morar

50M North East of Willow 
Cottage
Auchindarroch
Duror

Old Railway Embankment 
South of Daylesford
Banavie
Fort William

Tarmachan
Kinlocheil
Fort William

Lochaber Bar
Kilmallie Road
Caol
Fort William

Land 60M SW of 12 Spean 
Park
Spean Bridge

Proposal Description

Installation of ATM

House plot

Extension and change of use of 
disused church to form dwelling 
house, with associated external 
works and borehole water supply

The alteration of two existing forest 
accesses

Erection of house (renewal of 
11/02805PIP)

Variation of condition 1 of planning 
consent 08/00378/FULLO

Erection of dwelling and formation of 
access (Amended access 11/01565/
PIP)

Erection of house (renewal of 
consent 07/00484/OUTLO)

Demolish existing single garage & 
erect replacement double garage 
with utility, storage & residential 
accommodation at upper level

Proposed alterations & change of 
use to form 3 no. 2 bedroomed 
apartments

Building Plot - Renewal of 11/02803/
PIP

Scotland’s
Finest

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for a…

MARINE NET WASHING OPERATIVE
Loch Fyne
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.

We are currently recruiting for a Marine Net Washing Operative, which 
operates across Loch Fyne.

Under the direction of the Team Leader your duties will include 
cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning equipment to a 
high standard.

Previous net washing experience would be useful, but not essential as 
training will be provided. Candidates for this post will be required to 
work a continental shift pattern.

This role will involve travelling therefore a current clean driving licence 
is essential. Applicants must have good practical and problem solving 
skills, along with good standards of fitness, with the ability to pass a full 
ML5 medical.

The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around the 
World. We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
to customer service.

In return we offer a competitive salary package within a successful 
and innovative company committed to sustainability.  Where required, 
assistance with relocation will also be available.

To apply, please contact:
Angela Gibson, HR Officer
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430 angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 21st September 2015

www.scottishsalmon.com

Local Service 
Manager Ref: LSM/FW/2809

Fort William. £31,083 - £32,923 per annum. Full Time - 39 hours.

• Are you ready for a new challenge as a manager?

•  Do you believe that people with disabilities should have the same opportunities in 
life as everyone else?

• Can you motivate others to do their best and to make a difference?

If you can answer “Yes” to these questions, you may be the very person we are 
looking for....

We currently support over 20 people in the Lochaber area and have an exciting opportunity 
to lead and develop our support services in this locality 

You will be committed to supporting people in an individualised, person centred and outcome 
focused way  as well as having the ability to lead and develop a well established and 
expanding support service. 

A creative and enthusiastic approach is essential, as is a serious commitment to harnessing 
the resources of the local community to contribute to socially inclusive outcomes for the 
people we support. 

Substantial management experience in the care sector is required as is an appropriate 
professional qualifi cation.

For further information, please contact Faye Thompson on 
faye.thompson@keycommunitysupports.org

Closing date for completed applications is Friday 25th September 2015.

Interviews will take place on Monday 5th October 2015.

For an application pack, job description and copy of our equal opportunities policy, please visit 
our website at www.keycommunitysupports.org email: 
jobs@keycommunitysupports.org tel: 0141 342 1892 (24 hour answering service).
KEY, KEY Community Supports and KEY Housing are names used by KEY Housing Association Ltd, a charity registered in Scotland, 
No SC006652.

Visit: www.keycommunitysupports.org

KEY Community Supports
Support for people with disabilities 
at home and in the community
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

WHISKY TRADING

CHIMNEY SERVICES

SCAFFOLDING

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS

REMOVALS

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

BLINDS

GARDEN MAINTENACE

Ground Work, exterior painting and gutter 

cleaning. Good rates

Telephone 07597919418

All Garden Maintenance
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Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 

 Natural Gas • Boiler Servicing • Solid Fuel • Bathrooms supplied 

& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

PLUMBING & HEATING

FOOT CLINIC

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

HILTI 50th anniversary special 
edition, Ford Escort van mod-
el. mint and boxed,  £25 ono 
Telephone 01880 820281.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
HI-FI SPEAKERS Monitor 
Audio Bronze BR2, 100 Watt 
bookshelf speakers, compact 
Size h350mm x w185mm x 

£70 Telephone 07835 350017.
HOME THEATRE AMPLIFIER 
Pioneer VSX C100-(Silver) 
slimline A/V Receiver/Amp, 
5.1 home theatre surround 
sound, 40 watt per channel,  
£50 Telephone 07733 094796.
MP3 PLAYER Phillips 
GoGear Jukebox 2GB MP3 
player,  £10 Telephone 07733 
094796.

 BICYCLES
MOUNTAIN BIKE Carrera luna 
aluminium frame, mechanical 

24inch wheels, 21 speed sram 
gears, slight water and tear,  
£80 Telephone 07788 715877.

 BUILDING / DIY
16L TUB RONSEAL One 
Coat Fence Life in Forest 
Green. Unopened.  Normally 
£11.99/5L,  £15 Telephone 
07494 100495.
TABLE SAW Einhell BT-TS 
1500 table saw with stand 
and side tables. 3” cut. Perfect 
working order, new carbon 
brushes. Collect Taynuilt,  £60 
Telephone 01866 822597.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
SEWTRY STEERING 
WHEEL LOCK for car with 
key,  £10 Telephone 01631 
564452.

 CHRISTMAS
‘EASY LOCK’ Christmas tree 
stand,  £12 Telephone 07494 
100495.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

CANON INKJET Canon Pix-
ma MP600 3 in 1 inkjet printer, 
prints excellent photos,  £50 
Telephone 07733 094796.
DELL MONITOR DELL 15 

new, never been used,  £15 
Telephone 07733 094796.
MODEM/ROUTER Daytek 
2600VGi wireless router with 
built in DSL modem,  £20 
Telephone 07733 094796.
MODEM/ROUTER Netgear 
DGN2000 wireless-n router 
with built in DSL modem,  £20 
Telephone 07733 094796.

screen monitor. High resolu-
tion screen. DVI connection. 
Can be used with Apple Mac 
or PC.,  £40 Telephone 07835 
350017.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREADMAKER Morphy 
Richards stainless steel/white 
fastbake breadmaker, 3 loaf 
sizes. Still in box, used twice,  
£45 Telephone 07733 094796.
DEHUMIDIFIER Delonghi 

per day capacity) with boost 
function makes it ideal for dry-
ing laundry, Ex condition,  £55 
Telephone 07825 643617.
DYSON UPRIGHT HOOVER 
Dyson DC14 Original recently 
refurbished by Dyson, great 
suction,  £99.99 Telephone 
07733 094796.
GRANAT stainless steel pres-
sure cooker with instruction 

manual.  Used once,  £10 
Telephone 07494 100495.
HALOGEN COOKER nearly 
new,  £10 Telephone 01631 
562802.

 DOMESTIC PETS
BORDER TERRIER PUPS 
dogs and bitches, KC Reg-
istered, chipped.  Ready 3 
weeks. Telephone 01631 
564085  or 07990 731845².
COLLIE SPANIEL PUPPIES  
black tan and white. Beautiful 
markings as mother. Happily 
reared in family home, 9 
weeks old. Telephone 01631 
740331.

 FIREARMS
GUN CABINET Brattonsound 
gun cabinet, holds up to 7 
guns. Can be collected at 
Campbeltown. Good condi-
tion,  £80 Telephone 01583 
431313.
UGARTECHEA 12 BORE 
side by side shotgun, must 
have FAC. Please call eve-
nings and weekends,  £150 
Telephone 01546 850360.

 FURNITURE
4 PINE kitchen chairs,  £15 
each Telephone 07494 
100495.
BUREAU medium size, with 
three drawers, nice piece 
of furniture,  £30 Telephone 
01855 831383.
CHEST OF DRAWERS mid 
brown chest of drawers from 
Ikea, good condition,  £45 
Telephone 07990 616442.
CHILDREN’S TABLE, CHAIR 
and Stool, brown wooden 
table and stool for children 
and red chair, in need of 
young children to use them, in 
good condition,  £7 Telephone 
07990 616442.

IKEA BILLY bookcase, H 202 
cm,  W 80 cm, with top light 

100495.
LAZYBOY RECLINING CHAIR 
grey velour, good condition,  
£50 Telephone 01631 720452.
LOUNGE CHAIR cream fabric 
upholstered swivel chair + 
matching stool. Good condition. 
Free to uplift.  Telephone 01880 
821472.
MAHOGANNY TV UNIT with 
glass doors, £25, small square 
mahoganny display unit, £25 or 
two for £40,  Telephone 01631 
720452.
PINE DOUBLE WARDROBE 
with top shelf, good condition,  
£45ono Telephone 01838 
200239 or 07510 681686 Loch 
Awe.

 GARDEN
2 SUN LOUNGERS with 
cushions,  £15 the pair Tele-
phone 01631 562802.
BBQ Weber original kettle 
charcoal BBQ with cover, 
hardly used,  £70 Telephone 
07733 094796.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

ELECTRIC LAWN RAKE 
gardenline GVM-600 (Lidl) 
600 watts, 32ft cable, good 
working order but no longer 
required,  £15 Telephone 
01631 564452.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue & Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

DVD PLAYER Pioneer DV656A 
slim DVD-Audio/Video/SACD 
player in silver,  £50 Telephone 
07733 094796.
FLATSCREEN TV Samsung 
LE40C530 40 inch widescreen 
full HD 1080p LCD TV with 
freeview,  £99.99 Telephone 
07733 094796.
FREESAT BOX Amstrad free-
sat box, supplied by Sky with 
remote,  £20 Telephone 07733 
094796.
VIDEO RECORDER Pana-
sonic video recorder,  £40 
Telephone 07733 094796.

 LIVESTOCK
JACOBS SHEEP We have 5 
ewe lambs; hoggs and a tup 
for sale.  Hardy, easily kept 
rare breed, ideal for small 
croft.  Telephone 01866 822591 
Taynuilt.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort Wil-

as a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk. 

 MISCELLANEOUS
LARGE METAL HINGES 
suitable for large wooden gate, 
2 pairs, each 18” x 2 1/4” £20 for 
both. Telephone 01631 564452.
NESPRESSO PODS genuine 
coffee pods DECAFFEINATO 
10x Arpeggio, Vivalto Lungo, 
Volluto and Intenso. (cost 
£12.50) from order just re-
ceived,  £6 Telephone 01631 
750038.

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

APPLE IPHONE Iphone 3GS, 
8GB in white.  Very good 
condition boxed and complete 
with all it’s accessories.  Locked 
to Vodafone,  £30 Telephone 
07733 094796.
NOKIA Nokia 5800 Xpress-
music mobile phone,  £20 
Telephone 07733 094796.
SAMSUNG  U900 Soul mobile 
phone,  £20 Telephone 07733 
094796.

 MOBILITY
TGA BREEZE 4 MOBILITY 
SCOOTER 2007 model but 
little used. New HD batteries in 

Lots of extras. See website. 
Can deliver,  £950 Telephone 
01852 314267.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

EXCELSIOR SUPER MU-
SETTE Piano Accordion, 
41 Piano Keys, 120 Bass, 9 
Couplers and 3 Bass Couplers.  
Bargain,  £650 Telephone 
01546 603537².
SET OF BAGPIPES still in orig-

inal box, R G Lawrie, Glasgow.  
All enquiries to Box No. 11, 
c/o The Oban Times, Crannog 
Lane, Oban PA34 4HB.  

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

SCARPA BOOTS Scarpa mens 
leather walking boots, size 43 
(UK9). Worn twice, excellent 
condition,  £50 Telephone 
07733 094796.
TERRA NOVA LASER2 TENT 
Ultra lightweight backpacking 
tent. Hardly used but no longer 
required. BARCALDINE,  £25 
Telephone 07788 598935.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
Market your business effectively 
with professionally designed 

Krisp Print. Telephone 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New 
Baby or Wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day. 
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
FISHER PRICE BOUNCE AND 
Spin Zebra with sounds and 
lights,  £30 Telephone 07799 
220418.
SMALL DOLL with accessories, 
new still boxed,  £10 Telephone 
07799 220418.

 WANTED
3 FOOT DIVAN and mattress 
in good condition.  Telephone 
01866 822377.
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP MET-
AL we uplift scrap cars, copper, 
brass, lead etc.  Smaller quan-
tities considered.  Telephone 
07435 589701.

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 

CALL: 01631 
568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Laura Monsalve
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner

B.Sc Nursing SAC Dip FHP
Do you suffer from Corns, Callus/Hard Skin, Cracked Heels, Thick 

toe nails, Or unable to cut your nails?

For professional foot care in the comfort of your own home
I can visit you in Oban and surrounding areas.

Call us: 
07791489312www.facebook.com/obantimes
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MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all 
publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall 
be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or 
relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund 
or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 

paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must 
be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 

termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Ewan Cameron
Recently graduated from the University of Sussex in 
Brighton with a 2:1 Degree Bachelor of Law (LLB), 
eldest son of Iain and Pam Cameron of Greenwich, 

London and grandson of Alastair and Isobel Cameron 
of Worthing, West Sussex and the late Alan and Mary 

Wakelin of Onnerly, Staffs

CHURCH NOTICE

Craig Lodge 
Community 25th 
Birthday Mass

Bishop John Keenan
Sunday 13th September 

2.30pm
All Welcome!

Craig Lodge, Dalmally
T: 01838 200216

Robert Daniel Robertson
Recently graduated from the University of Glasgow with 

MA Hons in English Literature. He is the son of Iain 
and Rosemary Robertson, Fort William and grandson 
of the late Dan and Mary Paterson, Wester Cornton 

Farm, Stirling and Emily Robertson, Riverside, Stirling. 
Robert Daniel is a former pupil of Fort William and 
Banavie Primary Schools and Lochaber High School

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

BIRTH 
GLEN - Stephen and Kirst-
een (née Rae) are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival of 
their daughter Josceline Hope 
Rae Glen (Joss) on August 
21, 2015. A little sister for 
Zander. Grateful thanks to all 
in attendance at Forth Valley 
Royal.
WATT - Alistair and Mary 
MacDougall of Cumbernauld 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their grand-
daughter Emily MacDougall 
Watt on August 11, 2015 at 

granddaughter and also the 
great-granddaughter of the 
late Alister MacDougall, Ba-
leveolan, Lismore.

ENGAGEMENTS
KENNARD - HOWARD 
- Mr. C.G.C. Kennard 
and Miss. K.R. Howard.
The engagement is an-
nounced between Charles, 
younger son of Mr. and Mrs. 
David Kennard of Bridport, 
Dorset and Kiloran, only 
daughter of Mr. Jamie How-
ard of the Isle of Ulva, Isle of 
Mull, and Philippa, the late 
Mrs. Howard.

MARRIAGES
RYDINGS - YOUNG - Both 
families are delighted to an-
nounce the marriage of Jen-
nifer to Ross on Saturday, 
September 5, 2015 at Oban 
Parish Church.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
MACLEOD - BELL - 
On September 11, 1965 
in Partick Highland Free 
Church, Glasgow, Sandra 
MacLeod to Fraser Bell. 
Present address: Lochgair,
Argyll

DEATHS
BRADLEY - Mick Bradley 

tember 2, 2015 after a very 
debilitating illness, which 
he bore with great humour, 
courage, cheerfulness and 
incredible fortitude – nev-
er ever complaining. Very 
many thanks to all those who 
looked after him so diligently 
in various ways, in spite of 

He was married to Ursula for 
almost 47 years. They have a 
daughter, Michelle, son, Scott 
and granddaughter Zoe. They 
moved to Mull from I.o.W in 
1986 – opening the Old Byre 
three weeks later.  Mick was 
a proud, born and bred York-
shireman. Funeral service 
was held at Gruline Church 
on September 8, 2015.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
at home with his family on 
Saturday, September 5, 2015, 
following a short illness, Col-
in Campbell (Musician) aged 
79 years. Beloved husband of 
Lorna, loving dad of Fiona, 
Alison, Lorna and Audrey, 
grandpa and great-grandpa. 
Funeral service on Wednes-
day, September 16, 2015 at 
1pm in Kilmore and Oban 
Church of Scotland and there-
after to Pennyfuir Cemetery. 

tions in lieu to Clydeside Ac-
tion on Asbestos.

CAMPBELL - Suddenly at 
home on September 6, 2015, 
Margaret Campbell, aged 77 
years. Beloved wife of Peter 
Campbell, much loved mum 
of Michelle and Peter and dear 
grandmother of Stephen.
CONROY - Annabella (née 
MacKenzie). Born in Barcal-
dine Castle, Benderloch, by 
Oban, passed away peacefully 
in Falkirk Community Hos-
pital on Monday, September 
7, 2015, Ella, aged 88 years. 
A much loved wife of auld 
Danny. A loving mum to Liz, 
young Danny, Maggie, James 
and John. Also a devoted gran, 
great-gran and great-great-
gran and a loved mother-in-
law.
CROARKIN - Peacefully at 
home on September 1, 2015, 
in his 74th year, Michael 
Croarkin, beloved husband of 
Isa, dear father of Malcolm 
and Iain, much loved broth-
er of Catherine, and the late 
Thomas, loving Papa of Dan-
iel, Melissa, Zoe, Lucy and 
Joni. Sadly missed.
EVANS - Chris ‘the vet’. Sud-
denly after a short illness at 
the Belford Hospital on Sun-
day, September 6, 2015, sur-
rounded by his family. Much 
loved husband of Fiona and 
brother to Peter, dearly loved 
dad of Mary, Jenny, Douglas, 
Neil and Lindsay. Funeral 
service in the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church on Friday, 
September 11 at 1pm, fol-
lowed by interment in Glen 
Nevis Cemetery and after-
wards at the Moorings Hotel 
in Banavie. All very welcome 
to attend.
MACEACHEN - Peacefully 
on September 4, 2015, in her 
96th year, Elizabeth (Betty) 
beloved wife of the late Ewen, 
dearly loved mum, grand-
mother & great-grandmother.  
Rest in Peace.
MACFARLANE - Norman, 
passed away peacefully on 
September 4, 2015, aged 84 
years, after a short illness 
faced bravely and with great 
dignity. Beloved partner of 
Ina, sadly missed by family 
and friends. A gentleman to 
all who knew him. Funeral 
service at Helensburgh Ceme-
tery on Friday, September 11 
at 1.30pm.
MACINTYRE - Peacefully at 
home on Friday September 4, 
2015 surrounded by his loving 
family, Angus Allan MacIn-
tyre, much loved husband of 
the late Mary MacIntyre, lov-
ing dad, papa and great gran-
dad who will be sorely missed.  
Funeral service took place at 
St. Margaret’s on Thursday 
September 10, at 11am.
MACKENNA - Jo (Giusep-
pina “Pina” Salvatore), peace-
fully on September 5, 2015; 
daughter of the late Pietro Sal-
vatore and Amalia Coia, wife 
of the late Ronnie, mother to 
Ronald, Tracy, Lloret, Deirdre 
and Giovanna. Beloved Non-
na to Calum, Lillian, Erasmus, 
Julia, Ivana, Esméemilja, 
Luca, Vito, Romano, Aure-
lia and Raffael. Vigil 6.30pm 
Sunday, September 13 at St 
Matthew’s, Bishopbriggs. Fu-
neral mass at 10am on Mon-
day, September 14, all wel-

donations to St Margaret of 
Scotland Hospice, Clydebank.

WOODROW - Arthur. Peace-
fully at home on September 
7, 2015 after a long illness 
bravely borne. A loving hus-
band, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather who will 
be sorely missed. Funeral to 
be held in Kilarrow parish 
Church on Friday, September 
11 at 1pm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CRUICKSHANK - Cathe-
rine, Duncan, Margaret and 
families would like to thank 
everyone for their help and 
support before and after the 
loss of Duncan Snr. We are 
grateful to the Rev. Dugald 
Cameron for his heart warm-
ing service, D & A Munn 

ments, also for the care from 
Lorn Medical Centre, E.C.C 
Team and Marie Curie nurses. 
Thanks to the Royal Hotel for 
catering and to the kind peo-
ple at the church who donated 
£690.16 for Cancer Research/
Marie Curie Cancer Care. 
JOHNSTON - Catherine 
(Kate). Duncan, Judith, Da-
vid and Peter wish to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their support 
following the death of Kate. 
Special thanks to the Rever-
end Valerie Watson, Jean and 
Craig MacAffer, Jean Camp-
bell, James Carmichael and 
Fiona Doyle. Extra special 
thanks to Douglas Smith, Pat 
Jones and the devoted staff of 
Gortanvogie Home.
LOUDON - On behalf of all 
the family George wishes to 
thank the very many friends 
who supported them in their 
unexpected sad loss of Mags. 
Your cards, telephone calls, 
texts, personal visits (often 

emails and postings on so-
cial media overwhelmed us 
all, We sincerely thank Mike 
McFall and his team for their 
professional work and Janet 
Donnelly for reading the eu-
logy with humour and sen-
sitivity. Also David Doogan 
and David Banks, the ambu-
lance crew, as well as Ishbel 
and Malcolm, the attending 

the hall at the service with an 
aura of kindness and empa-
thy. Thanks also to Printsmith 
for their excellent and speedy 
work, and to Shiona Neilson 
at McDonalds Florists for 

tributes. George gives special 
sincere thanks to Rhona and 

sponders, who made tremen-
dous efforts for Mags and at 
the same time managed to be 
a wonderful comfort to him in 
his distress. He also wishes to 
apologise to the principal pall 
bearers, Duncan Rowan and 
John Dobie for the unfore-
seen train of events which 
saw them sidelined.
PENROSE - Jean and family 
thanks relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their beautiful 

ness and support has been 
overwhelming. Thanks to 
Rev. Cameron and Rev. Mill-
er for their comforting ser-
vices in Oban and Cardross. 
To Ian and D&A Munn for 
their support and profession-
alism throughout. To Moreen 
for the beautiful wreath, Bill 
for his moving words, Don-
nie for his musical tribute 
and the Royal for the lovely 
buffet. Heartfelt thanks to all 
involved with Jack to enable 
him to remain in the comfort 
of his own home. Special 
thanks to all district nurs-
es and Macmillan, Hilary, 
Gaynor, and Shirley for their 
compassion and support. To 
all who attended services in 
Oban and Cardross and con-
tributed to the War and Peace 
Museum. Jack would have 
been very proud.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of my husband, our 
dad and grandad Angus, who 
died September 12,1990.
You left a place no one can 

We miss you now. And al-
ways will.
- Cathie and family, Caol, 
Corpach and Falkirk.
CRAVEN - In memory of our 
dear mother and nana, who 
died on September 13, 1971.
You left a place no-one can 

We miss you now and always 
will. 
- Marleen, Allan and family.
DAW - Remembering 
Hughie, who passed away 
September 10, 2011. Very 
much missed. Take care of 
mum and gran for me.
- Paul
MACDONALD – Catherine, 
died September 12, 2006
Mum, no words, no verse 
could ever say
How much I miss you every 
day

A loving thought, a silent tear
Forever wishing you were 
here.
- Inserted by John xx.
MACDOUGALL - Remem-
bering with all our love Wil-
liam Rose, died September 
13, 1970 and Peteressa (née 
Currie) died September 7, 
2003.
- Inserted by their family, 
Duncan, Mary, Margaret and 
grandchildren Scott and Jen-
ny.
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of a dear dad and 
papa Hector, who passed 
away on September 10, 2014. 
Missed with a grief beyond 
tears.
- Love Melaine, Amy, Bryan-
na and Eachann.
MACQUARRIE - Treasured 
memories of our beloved par-
ents Annie Helen, died Sep-
tember 12, 2006 and Calum, 
died November 10, 1996.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- May, Iain, Agnes and 
families

Rememerance service for Merchant Navy Day
A REMEMBERANCE  service for 

Merchant Navy Day was held at the 
CalMac Terminal, Oban on Saturday 
morning, September 5 2015. 

The service was conducted by Reverend 
Nicki McNelly and the parade service was 
in attendance with Oban Sea Cadets with 
1st Lieutenant CI Richard Dobson taking 
the colours. 

Merchant Navy Day has been recognised 
by UK seafarers since 2000 and is endorsed 
by the Earl of Wessex, president of the 
Seafarers UK charity.

The local Sea Cadet unit of Oban is called 
TS Pharos and is held every Thursday 
evening at Tweedale Street Cadet Hall, 
Oban

Tobermory RNLI pays tribute to grand-daughter
Volunteer crew have taken part in a 

poignant ceremony to scatter the ashes 
of the oldest grand-daughter of the first 
Coxswain of Tobermory’s first lifeboat. 

Dorothy Elizabeth Hay, who sadly passed 
away earlier this year aged 92, was the 
oldest grand-daughter of Alexander Noble, 
the first Coxswain of the first Tobermory 
RNLI lifeboat, the Watson Class, Sir 
Arthur Rose which was first stationed in 
the town in 1938. Dorothy loved the sea 
and boats so much that she joined the 
Wrens during the Second World War and 
travelled around the world. Tobermory and 
the RNLI stayed very close to her heart, 
however, and her wish was to have her 
ashes scattered in Tobermory Bay from 
Tobermory’s present day lifeboat. 

That wish was fulfilled on a bright, sunny 
morning on Tuesday, September 1, when 
two of Coxswain Noble’s other grand-

daughters, Shirley Pinder and Elizabeth 
McIver, were able to scatter Dorothy’s 
ashes at the mouth of Tobermory Bay from 
Tobermory RNLI’s Severn Class lifeboat, 
Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey.

Dr Sam Jones, volunteer crew member 
and lifeboat press officer, who accompanied 
Shirley and Elizabeth during the poignant 
ceremony, said: ‘It was an honour for all 
of us on the crew to be able to help Shirley 
and Elizabeth fulfil Dorothy’s final wish, 
particularly given her close connection to 
Tobermory Lifeboat Station and our first 
Coxswain.’

Shirley Pinder said: ‘I am very grateful 
to the crew of the Tobermory RNLI 
lifeboat for allowing me to fulfil the last 
wishes of my cousin, Dorothy and would 
like to say a huge thank you to them all. 
‘It meant a great deal to me and my 
sister, Elizabeth.’

Children are coming in two by two after a 

playgroup was launched in Oban.

Noah’s Ark, in the Baptist church, is 
open to children aged from birth to three 
and their parents or carers.

They meet every Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 10am to 11.30am behind the church 
hall.

Play leader, Irena Chapman, said: ‘We 
provide a wide variety of activities for the 
children to take part in, such as messy play, 

art, soft play and outdoor activities as we 
have regular access to the garden.’

She is assisted by a ‘very enthusiastic’ 
group of volunteers.

Volunteer, Ros McFarlane, said: ‘We 
were keen to keep up the toddler group 
even though the playgroup was closed 
down.

‘We seem to be growing in popularity.’

Positive patient 

feedback for 

chaplaincy 

service
A RECENT survey of 

patients across Highland 
hospitals about their 
experience of chaplaincy 
services has shown that the 
service provided has helped 
contribute to quality, 
person- centred care.

The majority of the 
patients surveyed advised 
that they were satisfied 
or very satisfied with the 
service and comments 
coming in illustrated that 
for some, being visited by 
the chaplain improved their 
hospital stay.

Rev Dr Derek Brown, 
lead chaplain for NHS 
Highland, explained there 
are 20 chaplains working 
across the board area from 
Campbeltown to Thurso, 
with varying hours, but all 
providing person-centred 
spiritual care to patients 
their relatives and carers 
and to staff. 

They have, on average, 
2500 to 3000 contacts with 
people throughout the year. 

He said: ‘I find the 
results encouraging and 
am pleased that chaplains 
across the organisation are 
having a positive impact on 
the patients they see.

‘Finding out what our 
patients think of the 
spiritual care services 
provided has long been an 
ambition of the department 
and it’s good to see that the 
service is appreciated and 
found useful by the majority 
of the patients asked.

‘Spiritual care is about 
getting to the heart of what 
makes us who we are. By 
listening and exploring 
issues together we can 
help people make sense 
of the situation they find 
themselves in through 
illness or accident, or life 
and work in general.’
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Glencruitten

Football

Golf News

MARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTS
WITH IAIN RODGER

St Joseph’s FP       1
Oban Saints       0
SAFL Premier Division

Alan is Athletic’s hat-trick hero 

Karen Paterson doing sit-ups with water coming out of her sleeves 
at the Kyokushinkai Karate club’s beach training session

  Photos: Helen Bibby Phillips

MMA
OBAN MMA had their asso-
ciation chief instructor Marcos 
Nardini back to the club for a 
seminar on the August 29, with 
the two-hour class concentrated 
on half guard work. He then sur-
prised everyone by grading the 
more experienced students and 
giving them two stripes on their 
belts. Another class regular, An-
drew Ritchie, received his blue 
belt while attending a Jiu Jitsu 
globetrotter camp in New York. 
Congratulations to all those who 
graded.

The club had two students 
competing on September 5 in 
Motherwell. A report will follow 
in the next column.

For information on the MMA 
classes, contact Iain (Coogie) 
Potter using; coogiepots@gmail.
com

Shukokai Karate
ARGYLL Martial Arts Associ-
ation classes are in Inveraray on 

Wallace Simpson and Stuart MacDonald sparring in the sea. 
Photo by Christophe Lefebvre

Members of Kyokushinkai Karate club pictured at their annual beach training session at Kilmory
Photo: Helen Bibby Phillips 

Members of Oban MMA after their recent grading

Fridays in the Nicol Hall from 
7-9pm and on Thursdays in Oban 
High School from 6.30-7.30pm.
 Anyone considering starting 
training with the clubs should 
register now to make sure of a 
place. The next grading will be in 
October 2015; the exact date has 
yet to be confirmed.

For information on the classes 
contact Kenny Gray on; kenni.
gray@btinternet.com

Kickboxing
SENSHI Do Kickboxing classes 
are continuing as normal, with 
Juniors at 6.30pm on Wednes-
days and seniors at 7.30pm.

Sharon Dickison’s women-only 

class is on Sundays at 2pm.
Due to the large numbers at-

tending the junior class, there is 
now a waiting list in place.

For more details or information 
on the kick boxing classes contact 
Wullie Rodger on; shihanwill@
gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
WITH just over six weeks until 
the British Open/Cup of Europe 
event at the K2 Arena in Crawley, 
the fighters’ training is in full 
swing. 
 The two Oban competitors, 
Mark Welsh and Amy Campbell, 
are pushing their limits on a 
daily basis. Katie MacDonald 

from the Lochgilphead club has 
unfortunately picked up an injury 
and is now looking doubtful for 
the event. Katie may now have 
to focus on the Scottish Open in 
February.

The clubs had their annual 
beach training session on Sunday 
August 30 at Kilmory beach, 
not the warmest day of the year 
but everyone worked hard and 
enjoyed themselves. 

The training was followed by 

a beach barbecue. New starters 
are welcome at the club until the 
end of September, after this the 
training will be geared towards 
the next grading test which will 
be in December.

No starters are taken on in the 
three months prior to a test to 
give the existing students conti-
nuity in their syllabus work.

For information on the Kyok-
ushinkai classes contact Iain 
Rodger on; iain@ikku.co.uk

LAST week was a bitter sweet 
one for Oban Athletic. 

They travelled to take on Car-
radale on Wednesday night and 
found themselves on the losing 
end of a 6-5 defeat, despite being 
up 4-2 at half time. 

A more determined Carradale 
and a Craig Campbell red card 
were defining factors in the 
result.

However, Athletic were back to 
winning ways on Saturday with 
a comfortable 3-0 victory over 
Crookston in the second round of 
the league cup.

The first half was generally 
played out in the middle of the 
park, with neither side creating 
many chances. 

The most defining moment 
came just before half time, when 
Craig Campbell brought down 
his man and received a second 
yellow card and his second red in 
as many games. 

OBAN SAINTS disappointing 
start to the league season contin-
ued in Duntocher last Saturday 
against last season’s league 
champions St Joseph’s FP.

Despite a much improved show-
ing from the 3 - 1 defeat against 
Inverclyde in their last outing 
Saints returned home empty 
handed once again.

Already hampered by the non 
availability of Donnie Campbell, 
Willie Gemmell, Dougal Gra-
ham, Jamie Graham and Dean 
Smith, Saints were dealt a further 
blow with the first half dismissal 
of centre forward Allan MacKay 
for a petulant push on a St Joe’s 
defender after he had been 
fouled.

The defeat sinks Saints to unfa-
miliar territory at the foot of the 
league with just one point from 
three games played which must 

be a mystery for new manager 
Alex Craik whose side had a great 
pre-season beating some top 
class teams including SPL sides 
Hearts and Hamilton Accies.

However, the Oban lads deserve 
credit for even getting to the 
fixture against St Joe’s as the club 
minibus broke down on the A82 
near Carrick golf club. 

With kick-off time approaching 
the players jumped into a couple 
of cars and Allan MacKay’s van 
and made the trip down to Wil-
liam Street and made it in time 
for the 2pm kick-off.

Brisk pace
The D & K Lafferty-sponsored 

Oban side were kicking up the 
slight slope in the first half and 
started off at a brisk pace taking 
the game to last season’s league 
champions and Allan MacKay 
had a chance in the 11th minute 
but his attempted lob went over 
the bar.

St Joe’s were playing long balls 
into the corners which caught out 
the Saints rearguard on a couple 

of occasions but in general they 
were coping well with the eager 
home attack.

The game settled down after a 
frantic start with Saints keeper 
Thomas McCulloch only being 
called into action to make a 
couple of routine saves to deny 
the home side.

At the other end Allan MacKay 
was sent clear after some good 
work from Craig MacEwan and 
Lewis Cameron, but the striker 
was dispossessed as he ran in 
on goals and a good chance was 
missed.

The interval was only minutes 
away when Allan MacKay was 
fouled on the halfway line but 
he stupidly reacted by pushing 
the St Joe’s defender in the chest 
with both hands leaving referee 
Mark Cameron no option but to 
pull out the red card leaving the 
visitors to play out the rest of the 
game with 10 men.

The home side took the lead 
a minute later after a free kick 
was headed clear by the Saints 

defence. The ball fell kindly to 
Ryan Craig who sent a looping 
shot over Thomas McCulloch 
and into the net to make the 
half time score 1-0, much to the 
delight of the home support.

If St Joe’s thought they were 
going to be in for an easy ride in 
the second half they had another 
think coming as the 10-man 
Saints rolled up their sleeves 
and battled away playing some 
excellent football.

St Joe’s were pushing forward 
knowing that another goal would 
probably kill the game off, but 
Saints, well marshalled by skip-
per Marc MacCallum and Dene 
Cassells at the heart of the de-
fence, were giving nothing away.

The visitors created a good 
chance midway through the half 
when Craig MacEwan and Scott 
Maitland combined on the left 
hand side, but Craig’s cross into 
the box was just too strong for 
Marc MacCallum who had made 
a good forward run from his 
defensive duties.

Dene Cassells also made a good 
run forward but was stopped in 
his tracks by a well-timed tackled 
from Colin Gailey.

As the game wore on the 10-
man Saints began to tire and they 
have keeper Thomas McCulloch 
to thank for two excellent saves 
with his legs. Marc MacCallum 
and Dene Cassells also made two 
vital interceptions to deny the St 
Joe’s attack.

Excellent game
Paul Kerr had an excellent 

game playing just in front of his 
defence and he broke up several 
of the St Joe’s attacks with well 
timed tackles.

Although they tried hard as 
the clock ran down Saints just 
couldn’t get that elusive equaliser 
and St Joe’s ran out winners by 
the narrowest of margins.

The next problem for the Saints 
squad was how to get back to 
Oban as the minibus couldn’t 
be fixed by AA but this is a re-
sourceful bunch and after a few 
phone calls they managed to get 

transport to take the team and 
officials back to Oban.

Manager Alex Craik said: ‘It 
was an eventful day. First the 
minibus breaking down, then 
being reduced to 10 men but I was 
happy with the performance from 
the boys. They all worked really 
hard and we played some good 
football against a top class side.

‘I have no complaints about 
the ordering off, Allan knows it 
was a stupid thing to do. He now 
faces a three-match ban. Our 
main problem at the moment is 
we’re not scoring goals, only one 
in three games which is not good 
enough, but hopefully we can get 
that sorted out.’ 

The Oban side will be hoping 
to get back to winning ways on 
Saturday when they take on Alba 
Thistle. The match will be played 
at Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-
off. Referee in charge is John 
Scott.

Mini disaster as Saints lose to league champions

Oban Athletic       3
Crookston       0
League Cup - 2nd round

The sending off might have 
been the kick Athletic needed 
as they started the second half 
strong.

Mark Robertson beat his man 
at the byline and whipped in a 
cross to Paul Carmichael whose 
header landed just in front of 
Allan Buchanan, who volleyed 
the ball first time into the bottom 
corner of the net to make it 1-0.

Ten minutes later, Mark Rob-
ertson left the Crookston left 
back with a feeling of deja vu as 
he skipped past him yet again 
and crossed in a ball that Allan 
Buchanan headed home to net 
his second goal of the game.

Ten-man Athletic started to 
attack in waves with Paul Car-
michael coming close to scoring 
twice.

However, Crookston almost got 
themselves back in to the game 
when their striker skipped past 
the Oban defence and only had 
the keeper, Graham Douglas, to 
beat. 

The Athletic netminder  was 
quick to close him down and 
deflected the shot past the post.

The game started to get a bit 
heated and the numbers were 
evened up as Crookston got a 
man sent off for abusive language 
towards the referee. 

Shortly after, Alan Buchanan 
was brought down in the box and 
Athletic were awarded a penalty.

Alan completed his hat-trick 
after slotting the ball into the 
bottom corner to make it 3-0.

The Oban side almost made 
it four - playmaker Mark Rob-
ertson, was getting ready to 
celebrate after his shot beat the 
Crookston keeper, but a defender 
was on hand to clear the ball off 
the line with a diving header.

There was no further scoring 
opportunites with Athletic 
running out comfortable 3-0 
winners.

As the Oban Times went to press 
Athletic were back in action on 
Wednesday night when they look 
to gain revenge over Carradale, 
this time in a league match which 
will be played in Lochgilphead. 

Football

JAMES Scott Snr won the 
Stableford finals at Glencruitten  
on Saturday with a score of 35 
points (27). Dugald MacLean 
was the runner up with 34 
points (07). James Muir was 
third with 33 points (04).  Willie 
McAdam won the Pickfords 
Trophy competing against Steven 
Murphy, winning two and one in 
a 36 hole final.

The third round of the George 
Smith trophy and medal finals 
will be played on Saturday and 
the Glencruitten Family cup 
(mixed) takes place on Sunday.

Scottish AFL results 
and fi xtures

Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Shawlands 
FP 2, Campbeltown Pupils 2; St 
Joseph’s FP 1, Oban Saints 1; 
Premier Division One - Dunoon 
3, Jamestown 3; Kilbowie Union 
3, Lochgilphead Red Star 0; 
Division One - Whitehill FP 
2, Dunoon Athletic 2. Scottish 
Cup, first round - Harestanes 6, 
Tarbert 0.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils v St Joseph’s FP; Oban 
Saints v Alba Thistle; Premier 
Division One - Easthall Star 
v Dunoon; Lochgilphead Red 
Star v Drumchapel Colts; 
Premier Division Two - Tarbert 
v Duncanrig; Division One - 
Dunoon Athletic v FC Argyle.  

Hat-trick hero Alan Buchanan gets a shot on target during last Saturday’s game between Oban Athletic 
and Crookston at Glencruitten. The Oban side won 3-0     15_t37athletic02

A MARATHON 72 holes in 
just over 11 hrs raised £920.75 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Sponsored and supported by 
friends and local businesses, 
Mary Phillips, Iain Mackenzie, 
Donna and Colin Campbell 
from the Isle of Seil golf club 
took on the challenge and won.

Mary and Donna are very 
involved in promoting golf with 
the youngsters of Seil.

Isle of Seil

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £950
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Stewart
Nant Drive
Oban

V Currie
Port Ellen
Islay
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Shinty

Quad racing

Fixtures

Results

North win Caol Cup in thriller 
at Ballachulish

Saturday September 5
Caol Cup - Under 21
Representative Match
North U21s 3 - 2 South U21s 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 3 - 0 Bute 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glenorchy 0 - 4 Aberdour 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lewis P - P Kilmallie 
Kilmallie unable to field a   
team, points to Lewis 

Youth Results
Marine Harvest National 
Under 17 League
– London Shield
Section A
Skye P - P Lochaber       
Rearranged for September 8 
Glenurquhart 1 - 2 Beauly
Section B
Newtonmore 2 - 1 Oban Caman
 
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Divsion 1
Skye 1 - 2 Fort William
Beauly 0 - 11 Kingussie
League Division 2
Inverness 1 - 3 Caberfeidh 
Kinlochshiel 1 – 0 Glenurquhart
League Division 3
Lochaber 2 - 1 Newtonmore

Women’s Camanachd
Association 
Marine Harvest
Challenge Cup Final
Glasgow MA 3 - 3  Ard’murchan
Glasgow Mid Argyll win 2 – 0 on 
Penalties

Valerie Fraser
Camanachd Cup Final
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1  
Badenoch & Strathspey 0

Saturday September 12
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Inveraray   
David Mitchell 
Fort William v Kyles Athletic 
Ron Kennedy - 3pm
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore 
Evan MacRae
Oban Caman v Kinlochshiel 
Robert Baxter 12.30pm
at Taynuilt

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly v Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Graham Cameron
Caberfeidh v Ballachulish  
Innes Wood
Kilmallie v Skye   
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William v Beauly  
John Angus Gillies - 12pm 
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie  
Calum Girvan
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart 
Andy MacLean

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Taynuilt v Aberdour  
Deek Cameron - 3pm
Inveraray v Bute   
John MacGregor
Lochside Rovers v  Strachur  
Scot McNeil - 12pm 
Oban Celtic v Kilmory  
Ronnie Campbell
Kyles Athletic v Glenorchy  
Ewen MacDonald

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Inverness v Boleskine  
John Matheson
Lochaber v Lewis   
Martin MacLean
Skye v Glengarry  
Willie MacDonald
Strathspey v Kilmallie  
Archie Ritchie

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish v Aberdour  
Jim Innes
Bute v Col Glen
John Wood
Tayforth vGlenorchy  
Jon Gallagher

Throw-ups 2.30pm unles stated

THE ANNUAL Caol Cup 
match between the North Under 
21s and their South counterparts 
took place last Saturday at the 
Jubilee Park, Ballachulish.

Last year the South upset the 
odds and defeated the North by 
three goals to one in a thrilling 
encounter. With 10 of last year’s 
South players in coach Allan 
MacKechnie’s squad they were 
looking to retain the trophy, 
however, North coach Alan 
MacRae had other ideas.

The South opened the scoring 
in the 28th minute through 
Glasgow Mid Argyll’s Graig 
Anderson, but Glenurquhart’s 
Connor Golabeck equalised for 

the North two minutes before the 
interval.

Oban Camanachd’s Connor 
Howe put the South ahead again 
in the 55th minuye but Kingus-
sie’s Savio Genini equalised five 
minutes later.

 The North went ahead for the 
first time in the match through 
Kingussie’s Rory MacGregor 
in the 72nd minute. The South 
battled away but couldn’t find an 
equaliser with the North holding 
on to win a thrilling encounter by 
the odd goal in five.

Oban referee Alex MacVicar 
was in charge of the match.

Scotland under 21 international 
manager Garry Reid said: ‘The 

North U21 v South U21 fixture 
is a cornerstone of the shinty 
calendar and the players have 
shown a real appetite to be part 
of this fixture with more than 70 
players turning up for the recent 
trial sessions. 

‘The fixture is the final part of 
selection for the Scotland Under 
21 team that will compete against 
Ireland at Bught Park, Inverness 
on October 24, so the players 
on show had the opportunity to 
bring success for their respective 
area as well as achieving personal 
recognition of being selected for 
their country.’

Oban Camanachd under 14s and under 17s both won the South of Scotland six-a-side championships 
at Mossfi eld Stadium, Oban, last Sunday.  The under 14s defeated Bute 4-0 in the fi nal with the under 
17s beating Ballachulish 2-1 after extra time. Last year’s under 14 team were also presented with their 

league trophy. The teams and coaches are pictured above.

UP FOR THE CUP: The victorious North Under 21 team with the Caol Cup
The South’s Andrew MacDonald, who plays for Oban Celtic, gets in a tackle on Kingussie’s Savio Genini 

during the Caol Cup match at Ballachulish last Saturday. The North won a thrilling game 3-2.  

THE Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping U17 inter district 
matches for the north area 
took place last Sunday at Spean 
Bridge.
 Teams representing four 
districts, Badenoch, Lochaber, 
Skye and  Wester Ross and 
Inverness competed for the 
Ferguson Shield. The matches 
also served as trials for the 
North area U17 squad.

The final saw Skye and Wester 
Ross fight all the way but a 
first-half goal from Roddy 
Young and a second-half strike 
from Iain Robinson gave 
Badenoch their first success in 
this tournament.

Ferguson Transport 
and Shipping 
U17 inter-district 
tournament

Double up for Oban Camanachd youth teams

CONNEL’S Lorne Sinclair com-
peted in the penultimate round 
of the British youth quad racing 
championship in Salsbury.
 Travelling more than 1000 miles 
over the weekend was well worth 
the effort as he won all three rac-
es in a full field of national quads.
 Lorne has slowly progressed this 
year leading narrowly going into 

DUE TO the North v South Un-
der 21 game at Ballachulish only 
two  league games were played.  
LOCHSIDE ROVERS jumped to 
top of the Marine Harvest South 
Division one on Saturday after 
a 3-0 win against Bute, in what 
manager Gareth Evans called his 
side’s best display of the season. 

Despite dominating from the 
outset at Mossfield, Rovers took 
until the 44th minute of the game 
to open the scoring through Chris 
McMillan. The home side kept 
the momentum going and made it 
2-0 a minute later through Daniel 
MacVicar. 

The scoring was rounded off in 
the 80th minute through Lorne 
Dickie.

Evans said: ‘In the first half 
we were all over them but we 
couldn’t put the ball in the net. 
When Andrew McCuish got in-
jured we put on Daniel MacVicar 
at full forward, up against Iain 
McDonald, who’s a Scottish 

international and in my mind 
their best player, but Daniel held 
his own, which was great as he’s 
only 16, and he got the goal on 
the stroke of half time.

With top teams Lochside Rov-
ers, Inveraray, Oban Celtic and 
Bute all still to play each other, 
and only four points separating 
them, the league is set for a 
thrilling conclusion. 

This Saturday, Lochside take 
on Strachur, who currently sit 
third  bottom of the league. 

Evans said: ‘We beat them 5-0 
earlier in the season. If we do 
win, hopefully we can score a 
few goals too. With the league so 
tight on points, goal difference 
could be very important.’

Saturday’s tie throws-up at 
midday at Ganavan.

The other game played was 
in South Division Two where 
GLENORCHY lost 4-0 at home 
to Aberdour.

OBAN Lorne played their first 
competitive game of the 2015/16 
season on a beautiful sunny day 
at Glencruitten. 

Isle of Arran RFC were the 
visitors for the West Regional 
Shield round one match.

After an erratic opening Oban 
sustained some early pressure 
leading to good field position 
and won a penalty for Arran not 
rolling away on the floor. Craig 
Wright slotted the kick over for a 
3-0 lead.

 A rusty passage of play followed 
from the men in green meaning 
the link between forwards and 
backs being quite fractured, frus-
trating the home side’s progress.

Oban were guilty of trying to 
play too much rugby from their 
own half. This changed on 24 
mins with a beautifully weighted 
kick down field by Finlay Carmi-
chael allowing Craig Wright to 
outpace the defence and score 
his first try of the day. He then 
slotted the conversion with ease.

Oban stepped up the tempo of 
the game for the next 10 minutes 
and were rewarded with another 
excellent try by Alex Lawson on 
34min. Some fine driving play by 
the forwards allowed the space 
for Dave McCabe to send Lawson 
in at the corner.

Oban seemed to take their foot 
off the gas as a speculative kick 
from the Arran fly half in behind 
the home full back caused con-
fusion and the chasers were on 
hand to pounce to score Arran’s 

this round but at the weekend he 
showed maturity and supreme 
fitness in comparison to the rest 
of the field. He has worked hard 
on his fitness and the rewards are 
starting to come.

Lorne Sinclair in action

Three wins out of three 
for Connel quad biker

Oban Lorne get season off  to a good start
Oban Lorne                      27
Isle of Arran       7
BT West Regional Shield

only try of the game.
This rallied the travelling team 

and after the break they were 
pressurising the Green Machine 
with renewed vigour, but the 
home side managed to absorb it 
and it was they who drew blood 
next. Craig Wright again had too 
much pace and was able to get in 
at the corner.

The sun continued to beat down 
on the players and spectators 
making the day a spectacle but it 
was certainly taking its toll on the 
teams. Oban continued to knock 
at the door but it wasn’t until the 
final play of the game that they 
would add to their tally for the 
day. David McCabe slipped a 
pass to Calum Maclachlan who 
bludgeoned his way over in trade-
mark style from 30 metres out.

The game was over at a 27-7 vic-
tory and Oban Lorne are through 
to the cup quarter final and will 
face Paisley at home on Saturday 
September 19.

This Saturday Oban Lorne trav-
el to take on Cambuslang in their 
opening West Division 1 fixture. 
Kick off is 3pm 

Argyll and Bute’s first BT Bowl 
game came to a disappointing 
end with a heavy defeat away to 
West Division 3 side Birkmyre.

From the first set play of the 
game the visitors were on the back 
foot. Having some influential 
players not available and players 
in unfamiliar positions, Argyll 
and Bute always knew they had a 

hard game ahead. 
Unfortunately they came up 

against a well-organised team in 
Birkmyre. The hosts eventually 
ran away with the game 69-3.

Next up for Argyll and Bute is 
Cowal  RFC which will be their 
team’s first league game of the 
season and with the new team kit 
to be unveiled before the match, 
hopefully this will spur the team 
on to make up for exiting the BT 
Bowl at the first attempt. 

The game will be played at 
Glencruitten with kick off at 
3pm.

Oban Lorne Ladies
Oban Ladies were without a 
game on Saturday as opposition 
Glasgow University called off as 
they could not raise a team for 
the trip to Oban.
 Due to the call-off the Oban side 
have been awarded a 28-0 win 
that puts them top of the league 
despite not playing a game.

This weekend the team make 
the long trip to Castle Douglas to 
take on  Stewartry.

Birkmyre                      69
Argyll and Bute       3
BT Bowl

Oban Lorne’s Craig Wright heads for the try line 

Rugby

At an inaugural competition at Oban bowling club, called the Boyd 
Fours, was held last Saturday. Ian Boyd, centre, president of Oban 

Bowling club congratulates the winners:  Patrick Freytag,  Anne 
Campbell,  Janet Campbell and David McLaren. 

CONNEL man Tom Smith made 
it two-in-a-row on Sunday, win-
ning the Tiree Ultramarathon for 
the second time in two years. 

Gardener Tom, whose time was 
4:44:31, won the inaugural event 
last year. 

The race circumnavigates the 
island, a route of 35 miles, and 
was switched from anti-clockwise 
to clockwise for 2015.

Tom said: ‘I’m pleased, but I 
found it a bit harder than last year 
- my preparation maybe wasn’t 
quite as good and I found it a bit 
of a struggle during the second 
half. I’m really pleased with the 
win though. 

‘It was a bit tougher this year 
because of the wind. 

‘For a large part of it the wind 
was blowing north so you were 
running into a head wind. 

‘The route is incredible tough. 
You are hitting corners of the 
island you just don’t get to see, 
and it’s such a varied terrain.’

A ceilidh was held on Saturday 
night, after the event, at the An 
Talla community hall. 

Race organiser Will Wright 
said: ‘It’s been a brilliant event 
this year, with 200 people taking 
part. 

‘It was a perfect day for it, and 
having a local winner in Tom 
Smith was great. 

‘Holding it on a weekend which 
would otherwise be quiet meant a 
lot of the guesthouses and camp-
sites were full .

‘The event is attracting new 
visitors here too. I spoke to peo-

Tom turns on the style 
at Tiree Ultramarathon

ple from all over, including some 
runners from Germany, so it’s 
good for tourism on the island.’

Connel runner Tom Smith makes 
it over the fi nishing line in

a time of 4:44:31

Ultramarathon
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, Sepetmber 10, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour 

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.19 3.2 10.03 1.2 16.12 3.5 22.54 1.3
Fri 04.42 3.5 10.44 1.1 16.43 3.7 23.27 1.2
Sat 05.11 3.7 11.20 0.9 17.16 3.9 23.58 1.1
Sun 05.43 3.8 11.54 0.8 17.49 4.0  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.27 1.0 06.14 4.0 12.28 0.8 18.20 4.1
Tues 00.58 1.0 06.44 4.0 12.59 0.9 18.50 4.0
Wed 01.28 1.1 07.12 3.9 13.29 1.0 19.18 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

18
18

17

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 17ºC.

Athletics

Stuart 
to hold 
running 
workshop

Craggy Island Triathlon proves 
to be a big
success

Youth football

Saints youths’ 
results and fi xtures

LAST weekend’s results: 
Scottish Cup - Under 13s 5, 
Syngenta Grange 0. Scoring for 
Saints were Connor Moore (4) 
and Ruairidh Munro. Under 
14s 9,  Mill United Colts 0. On 
target for Saints were Euan 
Finlay (3), Aidan MacPhee (3), 
Aaaron McKay, Jamie Forgrieve 
and Cammy Clark, Under 15s 
2, East Kilbride RR 3; Saints 
goalscorers were Cameron Kerr 
and an own goal. Dumbarton 
United 6, Under 19s 0.

This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s no game; Under 
14s v Baljaffray Inter; Under 
15s v Ardencaple; Under 19s v 
Riverside Reds.

The Oban Pool League’s Outreach players

FIVE Oban pool players are 
poised to experience their first 
taste of the international game, 
as they set off for the 2015 Na-
tions cup in Aberdeen.

The players all have special 
needs and play in the Oban Pool 
League’s Outreach team. They 
will be part of the six-person 
squad on September 24 in the 
granite city. 

Currently, Scotland is the only 
country to have a world rules 
additional needs section so this is 
a chance for the players to show-
case their talents in the hope that 

other countries will follow suit.
The six players will play each 

other and will then be split into 
two teams on finals’ day to battle 
it out for the trophy.

The additional needs section is 
going from strength to strength 
just now. As well as the Nations 
cup, the players are participating 
in the first year of their own 
national tour where they play 
against players from all over 
Scotland. 

Oban pool players
head for Nations
cup in Aberdeen 

Pool

Four teenagers from Oban high entered the successful Craggy 
Island triathlon this year, and won two fi rsts, a second and third 

prizes in the youth section. At just 16 they entered the full race. Left 
to right:  Emma Baird, Roanne Lilley, Jamie Peden and Anja Powell. 

This year also saw the fi rst junior section for 11-16-year-olds on a 
shortened course. Photo: Renate Powell

ANY females 16-plus years of 
age who are interested in taking 
part in a social kick about are 
welcome along to Oban High 
School on a Monday night from 
7pm – 8pm.
 Girls are being encouraged to 
get together with their friends 
and go along for a kickabout.

Women’s football

Female footballers 
wanted

Kat Dowd with family and friends escorting her to the fi nish line

Oban Saints footballer
 Jamie Graham looks in

determined mood

Kieran Green seems to be in 
good spirits during the run

Martin Hadlington emerges 
from the water after the swim

Kerrera farmer Sheila
 MacGregor digs in on

 the cycle leg

Oban’s Pauline Ratcliff e Cameron powers to the end of the swimming stage of the Craggy Island triathlon held last weekend.
Inset: Craggy Island triathlon winner Graeme Neagle from Fusian triathlon club in Glasgow   Photos: Kevin McGlynn and Stephen Lawson

A FORMER Argyll man who 
ran 39 marathons in 40 days will 
be visiting Oban on Saturday to 
host a running workshop. 

Stuart Hardie, 69, who now 
lives in the Channel Islands, 
lived in Ardfern between 1972 
and 1988, and was well-known in 
Oban as both captain and coach 
of Oban Lorne RFC.

In 2009 he ran from John 
O’Groats to Land’s End, and 
followed that up with the 
impressive 39 marathons in 40 
days at the age of 65, in 2011.

Stuart will be in Oban to 
promote chi running - a method 
of improving running technique 
to reduce injuries - which he is a 
trained instructor of. 

He explained: ‘This is not an 
instant fix; it’s a technique to 
give steady improvement, similar 
to yoga or tai chi. We identify 
where improvements can be 
made and aim for incremental 
progress.

‘It’ll be good to be back up 
in Oban, and hopefully it will 
be a good turnout. We already 
have about 20 names of people 
attending.’

The workshop is organised in 
partnership with Billy Thomson 
who runs the sports shop, 
Intersport Oban, and was a team 
mate of Stuart during his rugby 
days. 

Billy said: ‘I knew Stuart 
through rugby and have kept 
in touch with him, so when he 
came into the shop to see me a 
few years ago and told me about 
his chi running and what he 
had done with his marathons 
I thought it would be great to 
get him to come up and do a 
workshop here at Atlantis. 

‘I thought it was an amazing 
achievement and it might inspire 
current runners to change styles 
and help with injury prevention, 
or inspire new people to take up 
running once they find out about 
the different ways to run.’

For more information, call 
Stuart on 07781450352, or email 
stuart@primalrunning.gg

MORE than 550 people took 
part in the Craggy Island Tria-
thalon at the weekend, raising 
thousands of pounds for charity. 

There were 275 entries on Sat-
urday and 280 on Sunday, with 
participants travelling from all 
over the country. 

The event is a fundraiser for the 
Oban Mountain Rescue Team, 
and allows it to combine fund-
raising and training, by providing 
communication, first aid and 
emergency training at the event.  

This year’s event was won by 
Graeme Neagle of Fusion Triath-
lon Club, Glasgow, with a time of 
1hr 22minutes on Saturday.

Andrew Hood, from East Fife, 
who represented Great Britain 
at the Youth Olympic Games in 
2010, was first in Sunday’s event, 
with a time of 1hr 27minutes. 

Event organiser, Paul MacGre-
al, said: ‘We were pleased at the 
turnout, yet again the event was 
sold out. 

‘We also had our kids’ race for 
the first time, which was great. 
There was a really good standard, 
from people who were competing 
at a high level, to people there to 
enjoy themselves. All in all, it was 

a very successful event.’
The route involved a 550m swim 

from Oban to Kerrera, a 14km 
off-road cycle and an 8km run. 

Paul added: ‘With 550 entrants, 
from surveys we’ve done, we 
think on average people bring 
1.2 people with them, which 
means the event brought around 
1200 people to Oban over the 
weekend.

‘I think the attraction of the 
race is the location. 

‘You have the romance of the 
island - I think this is the only 
triathlon in Britain where you 
swim to an island. 

‘And it’s an amazing place to 
race and the islanders are very 
supportive of the event - we had 
three island residents taking part 
this year.’

Duncan MacEachan, who is 
co-organiser, said: ‘I’d like to say 
a huge thank you to all our spon-
sors for all their help. Without 
their support the event wouldn’t 
happen. 

‘A big thank you also to the 
community for putting up with 
the disruption. 

‘In total, we have raised between 
£4,000 and £5,000 for charity.’

‘I think the attraction of 
the race is the location’

John Peden gets up to speed 
during the 14km off -road

cycle

Dugald Munro looks in good 
shape during the 8k run
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ALMOST £30,000 was spent 
on taxis and hire cars to ferry 
staff between Fort William and 
Mallaig during nine months of 
the Mackintosh Centre care 
home’s closure. 

NHS Highland footed the 
£28,886.60 bill for 90-mile 
round trips between November 
last year and the re-opening 
of the eight-bed home in July, 
a Freedom of Information 
request made by the Oban 
Times showed.

‘The Mack’ was closed 
for a year from July 2014 
amid allegations of poor 
practise by staff members and 
residents had to be relocated 
to Fort William’s Invernevis 

MORE than 600 pupils from Loch-
aber high school walked 10 miles to 
raise cash for their school on Tuesday.

Pupils walked from the school to 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust at 
Torlundy, where they had lunch and 
walked back, for the annual fund-
raiser and hope to exceed last year’s 
£6,000 sum.

Head teacher Jim Sutherland said: 
‘It was a beautiful day for the walk 
and the money will go towards the 
school’s extra-curricular activities, 
such as drama, music and sports 
clubs. It is the school’s main event 
and we donate 10 per cent to a local 
charity of the children’s choice.’

Mr Sutherland gave a special 
thanks to the Forestry Commission, 
Isabel and Linda Campbell, of the 
Lochaber Rural Education Trust, 
and deputy head teacher of Lochaber 
high Donald McLean.

A LOCHABER councillor has blasted a 
decision to press ahead with a new sports 
centre in Inverness, despite continual 
delays in funding a smaller-scale project 
in Fort William.

Members of Highland council voted 
to provide up to £150,000 to develop 
designs for a new regional sports facility 
in the city at a full meeting last Thursday 
(September 3).

But a decision on whether to give Loch-
aber Sports Association money towards 
a new, £1.47 million indoor training 
facility, due to be debated at the same 
meeting, didn’t appear on the agenda. 

This is not the first time the decision 
has been delayed, as the topic was due 
to be discussed at the local authority’s 
June meeting but was postponed until 
this month, causing Caol and Mallaig 

councillor Bill Clark to brand the hold 
up ‘absolutely awful’.

He said: ‘My concern is time and time 
again this Highland council has deferred 
the decision on the indoor centre in 
Lochaber. SportScotland has confirmed 
the money is in place, all we need is 
for Highland councillors to make sure 
Highland council plays its part in this. 

‘I would have to say if it was required 
to finish off the facility in Inverness do 
you think it would be found? Of course 
it would. If you can find it [for Inverness] 
then you can find it for the facility in 
Lochaber. It’s absolutely awful that in 
Lochaber we can’t get Highland council 
to agree to fund its part of this small 
indoor facility.’

Councillor Clark’s fellow Lochaber 
member, councillor Andrew Baxter, said 

it was important not to ‘neglect or ig-
nore’ sports projects outside Inverness. 

At the same meeting, councillor 
Alister Mackinnon, vice chairman of 
the council’s resources committee, said 
LSA’s business plan for the new facility 
was ‘currently being assessed’. 

Speaking after the meeting, councillor 
Audrey Sinclair, chairwoman of the 
planning, development and infrastruc-
ture committee, said the regional sports 
facility would benefit the whole area: 
‘This ambitious facility would be a tre-
mendous benefit to people from across 
the Highlands, meaning Highland 
athletes would have the chance to train 
and compete within the Highland area 
without the need for extensive travel. 
It would also be a major attraction for 
visitors and tourists.’

REVISED proposals to turn the 
old Fort William high school 
into new Highland council 
offi  ces will be available to view 
on Wednesday (September 16).

The public exhibition for the 
Achintore Road site will be held 
at Fort William’s West End Hotel 
from 1pm until 8pm. 

Amended drawings, 
refl ecting comments made 
during a previous consultation, 
will be shown, outlining plans 
for the listed building, which 
has been empty for more than 
25 years. 

Anyone unable to attend 
the exhibition can view the 
plans from 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Mondays to Fridays from 
September 17 at the Highland 
council service point in 
Lochaber House.

SCOTLAND’S largest village could have one 
less community hub as a proposal to turn it 
into flats was put forward to Highland council’s 
planning department.

Caol community council (CCC) raised 
the planning application to turn the former 
Lochaber Bar into a block of two-bedroom flats 
at its meeting on Monday evening.

The committee is fearful that once the bar is 
turned into flats the community will never get 
it back.

Stephen Young of CCC said: ‘Once you lose 
it as a commercial space it will be gone. Once 
it goes to flats that is it, no going back. But if 
you give it a chance someone could still turn it 
around.’

It was argued at the meeting that Caol has 
enough housing and that the move could also 
limit public parking on Kilmallie Road as 
ownership of the building includes a one third 
share of the front car park.

The parking area between the Co-op food 
store and the chip shop is considered essential 
by CCC.

The community council will request more 
time to respond to the application to allow 
further consultation with the community.

Revised plans go 
on view to public 

Woodland group 
lands £224,000

Transport bill to shift care 
home staff almost £30,000 

FUNDRAISER: Sixth year pupils at the school got dressed up to walk the 10-mile stretch 16_f37school01

A COMMUNITY group in 
Lochaber has been awarded 
£224,000 to buy woodland.

The Scottish Land Fund 
grant was given to Glengarry 
Community Woodland to 
allow it to purchase land 
which it will then develop to 
benefi t the public, through 
parks and foot and cycle 
paths. 

Dave Thompson, MSP 
for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, said he was 
‘delighted’ about the grant.

He added: ‘The purchase 
of Glengarry Wood and the 
former Forestry Commission 
depot will involve the 
woodland and former 
depot being developed and 
managed to provide a wide 
range of economic, social 
and environmental benefi ts 
to the local community, 
which is fantastic news.’

House while enquiries were 
conducted. The centre re-
opened six weeks ago, although 
investigations of management 
continue. 

Monthly costs were at a low 
of £1,204 in November last 
year, but rocketed to a high 
of £10,096.29 in March. Some 
months had no figure, as no 
invoices were paid during 
this time. Commute costs 
in the four months between 
the closure and November 
were unavailable for the same 
reason. 

A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said: ‘These are 
costs that would not normally 
have been incurred. 

‘The reason for the closure 
of Mackintosh centre at that 
time was to ensure the safety 
of residents and to ensure 

their continued care whilst 
at Invernevis. There were 
no costs charged against the 
Mackintosh budget before 
November 2014.’

A family friend of 
Mackintosh residents, who 
fought to have the pensioners 
returned home but asked not 
to be named, called the sum 
‘absolutely shocking’.

He said: ‘Imagine what that 
money could have paid for if it 
hadn’t taken so long to re-open 
the home. 

‘Most carers are on minimum 
wage [£6.50 per hour]  so they 
could have paid a member 
of staff for a whole year and 
still have had plenty left over. 
For £30,000 they could have 
employed a full-time carer and 
a part-time one. 

‘It’s absolutely shocking 

how much has been spent 
and that’s on travel alone. On 
the plus side, the residents 
are really happy to be back 
and everything seems to be 
running smoothly in the home. 
The community events have 
gone down really well.’  

The Oban Times also asked 
NHS Highland how much 
money was spent on locum 
staff, after employees resigning 
delayed the re-opening even 
further. 

A spokesman for the health 
authority said bank staff had 
been used at Invernevis during 
the period but they were 
unable to determine if this was 
as a result of the Mackintosh 
closure or staff vacancies in 
the Fort William home.

He said: ‘No bank staff were 
employed at the Mackintosh 

Centre during the closure.
‘Bank/agency staff were 

required at Invernevis during 
this period but this was as a 
result of staffing levels and 
vacancies arising in Invernevis 
during this period not related 
to the Mackintosh closure.

‘Bank staff may still have 
been required in Invernevis 
even if the Mackintosh 
Centre residents had not 
been there, however, we are 
unable to determine this level 
of information within the 40 
hours limit under the Freedom 
of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002.’

NHS Highland also denied 
claims there was a backlog of 
pensioners waiting to move in 
to Invernevis House because 
beds were filled by Mallaig 
residents. 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

City sports cash decision blasted

Debate rages over 
future of old bar

High school 
pupils step 
out in style to 
raise funds

HIGHLAND council leader 
Margaret Davidson says the 
local authority is ‘committed’ 
to helping refugees fleeing 
from Syria. 

At a cross-party meeting with 
aid charity Blythswood Care 
on Tuesday, councillor David-
son said the local authority 
would play a part in a govern-
ment arranged resettlement 
scheme with the help of the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities (COSLA). She 
added: ‘We understand and 
share the genuine concerns of 
people across the Highlands 
about the desperate situation 
of thousands of people fleeing 
from the war in Syria. 

‘The council is committed 
to do whatever it can to offer 
practical support. We have 
today advised COSLA we are 
willing to play our part in the 
government’s Syrian resettle-
ment scheme.’

Councillor Davidson will 
meet community planning 
partners tomorrow (Friday) to 
hear what practical assistance 
can be given to refugees com-
ing to the Highlands. 

Commitment to 
help refugees

a case of 
sparkling wine 

Six to give away

WIN!

www.funbox.co.uk

ANYA, GARY, KEVIN & BONZO
 FAMILY SING-ALONG SHOW FROM

info@funbox.co.uk

THE BRAND NEW

FORMERLY OF THE SINGING KETTLE

PRESENTS

COME IN 
FANCY DRESS 
OR WEAR A 
SILLY HAT

KEVIN
GARY

ANYA

BONZO

NEVIS CENTRE, FORT WILLIAM
Sunday 20th September @ 1.00pm 

Tickets: £12.50 (Family Saver £46.00) 
Available from The Nevis Centre - Tel: 01397 700 707

Online: ticketmaster.co.uk
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FORTHCOMING SALES
An invitation to consign

ENQUIRIES
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Bonhams
176 St. Vincent Street
Glasgow, G2 5SG

bonhams.com/glasgow

FRANCIS CAMPBELL BOILEAU CADELL 
RSA RSW (BRITISH, 1883-1937) 
The Blue Jug 
Sold for £194,500 

Prices shown include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com

Our specialists will be travelling in your area 
the weeks commencing 21 & 28 September 

in our forthcoming auctions.

LOCHABER organisations are 
calling for the Tesco ground 
at Blar Mhor to be put to good 
use in the form of a college or 
hospital.

Local activists from Common 
Weal Lochaber, Lochaber 
Women for Independence and 
Aye2aye, Inverness, pitched up 
at Blar Mhor on Thursday as 
part of a national campaign, Our 
Land, to put neglected land to 
use for communities.

The site has lain empty while 
Tesco deliberated over the 
construction of a supermarket. 

Now, with no plans to construct 
the giant store, local people want 
to see the land working for them.

John Gillespie, member of 
Common Weal, said: ‘The 
government has to build 
something here that will benefit 
the community as a whole. 

IT TAKES more than a year to 
place children with perma-
nent carers in the Highlands, 
a report has shown.

The average time to move 
a child from care into their 
new home once a suitable 
guardian had been found 
was 15 months in 2014/15 in 
the Highland council area, an 
increase of nine months from 
the previous year.

At a full Highland council 
meeting last Thursday (Sep-
tember 3), chief executive 
Steve Barron said reasons 
for the delay included staff  
workload, diffi  culty of cases 
and decisions made by the 
Children’s Panel. 

Mr Barron said the council 
was ‘working to improve this’ 
and added further training 
had been off ered to all rele-
vant staff .

Councillor Margaret Da-
vidson, leader of the local 
authority, said she was ‘very 
concerned’ about how long 
it takes to remove children 
from the care system. 

BRAVE children and adults will 
be taking on a high wire adven-
ture course next weekend to 
raise money for a new sculpture 
in Fort William.

The Ben Nevis Bronze Ford 
group have organised the 
fundraiser as part of their bid 
to place a full-size Ford T car 
replica in the town’s High 
Street, to commemorate May 
9 1911, when a car was driven 
to the summit of Ben Nevis by 
Henry Alexander, the son of 
Scotland’s fi rst Ford distributor. 

The group is calling on 
youngsters to brave the high 
wire course at Nevis Range 
on the morning of Saturday 
September 19, before teams 
of four adults tackle the ‘Great 
Bucket Challenge’,  attempting 
the treetop course, including 
the parachute jump, carrying 
pails full of water.

All participants have been 
asked to raise sponsorship of at 
least £25. For more information 
or to sign up contact Chris 
Robinson on 01397 702886 or 
creakingshelves@btinternet.
com

POLICE are reminding the 
public to secure their vehicles 
following a spate of thefts in 
the Highlands. 

Advice including locking 
cars and vans, not leaving keys 
inside the vehicle and hiding 
valuables from sight have been 
issued.

Inspector Ewan Henderson 
said: ‘We would also renew our 
appeal for the public to report 
any sightings of suspicious 
vehicles or activity to the police 
immediately. Where possible 
also note the vehicle registra-
tion number, the number and 
description of occupants and 
the last known direction of 
travel for the vehicle.’ 

Offi  cers say rural areas have 
been most aff ected. 

POLICE in Lochaber are appealing 
for information about the following 
incidents in the area: 

Some time between midnight 
and 5am on Sunday August 30 a 
rucksack containing personal pos-
sessions was removed from the steps 
between High Street and Union 
Road in Fort William.

A silver car was stolen from a 
property in Onich. The Skoda Oc-
tavia was taken between 11pm on 
Tuesday September 1 and 6.50am 
the following day. 

Keys were removed from a 
property on Kilmallie Road, Caol, 

between 3.45pm and 11pm on 
Thursday September 3.

A vehicle was deliberately dam-
aged while parked on Union Road, 
Fort William, between 7pm on 
Thursday September 3 and 3pm the 
following day. 

An attempt was made to enter 
a licensed premises in Caol, Fort 
William, between 1.20am and 10am 
on Sunday September 6.

Anyone with information regard-
ing these incidents is asked to con-
tact police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800555111 or 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org.

THE NUMBER of gambling 
machines in the Highlands could 
be reduced as the local authority 
has supported a plan to limit fixed 
odds betting terminals to prevent a 
‘supertax on poverty’. 

Highland council has endorsed 
the proposal to transfer control of 
the betting machines to the Scottish 

government from Westminister, 
which would see a reduction in the 
number of machines in Highland 
bookmakers. Under the planned 
amendments, local authority licens-
ing boards could also refuse future 
applications for betting premises 
if they think there are already too 
many in the area.

A FUNDRAISING walk in memory of 
a Fort William man has been cancelled 
due to low numbers. 

Organisers, Lochaber Together, which 
fundraises locally for Cancer Research 
UK, made the ‘difficult decision’ to 
postpone the event due to take place on 
Saturday (September 19). 

It is hoped it can be rescheduled for 
next year.

The five-kilometre walk, ‘Nevis at 
Night’, will see a group make their way 
through Fort William before heading up 
the town’s Cow Hill in memory of Brian 
Dawson, right, a stalwart of Lochaber 

Fundraising high 
wire adventure

TIMESLINE

Concern over time 
to place children  

Police appeal to 
step up security  

‘Nevis at Night’ no more this year 

A GLOBAL campaign to aid 
the millions of refugees cur-
rently searching for salvation 
in the EU has reached the 
hearts of people in Lochaber.

Duror woman, Liz Paul, was 
so moved by a story of African 
boys being forced to flee to 
Calais, France, to avoid being 
forced to join their armed 
forces, that she set up CalAid 
Lochaber.

The voluntary aid group 
supports a specific camp called 
‘The Jungle’, where young men 
are desperately awaiting an op-
portunity to cross the Channel 
Tunnel.

Community development 
worker and activist, Liz, said: 
‘What moved me was a mes-
sage from someone who had 
been out there and they had 
met three young boys aged be-
tween 10 and 14 from Eritrea 
in Africa and they had been 
sent to Calais by their mothers.

‘When boys there [Eritrea] 
reach 13 or 14 years old they 
are snatched for the army 

ANGRY: people from Lochaber voluntary groups gathered at Blar Mhor in protest 21_f37landcamp01

Whether it be affordable 
housing, a college or a hospital. 

‘What I do know is that the site 
has been wasted for long enough 
and now Tesco don’t want it.

‘It is an ideal site for any of 
those things because we have the 
police and medical centres here, 
it makes sense. 

‘We should be using the whole 
of the land to benefit the people.’

A spokesman from Kilmallie 
community council said: ‘KCC 
has previously and will continue 
to express its anger at Highland 
councillors who are dealing with 
Tesco. 

‘They are allowing this 
priceless, environmental gem to 
be destroyed.’ 

More information about the  
work of the national campaign 
can be found at http://www.
ourland.scot/ 

AMANDA CRAWFORD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber takes global campaign 
to help refugees to their hearts 

READY TO HELP: CalAid Lochaber met on Tuesday in Fort William 16_f37calais01

or sent away before they are 
snatched to fight. The army 
then sends them out on their 
own to places like this. That 
image in my mind for me was 
enough to spur me to help and 
make a difference.

‘We are focussing on provid-
ing aid to The Jungle because 
it is a camp for young men 
and they tend to be forgotten 
about. People are generally 
more frightened of young men, 
while the camps for women 
and children tend to be better 
catered for.’

Liz initiated CalAid Loch-
aber - a branch of the main 
aid collection service set up in 
London - and reached out to 
others in the area.

Just one week after starting 
up a page on social media, a 
team of around 12 volunteers 
are now linking up with aid 
workers in Skye and Badenoch.

Liz said: ‘Within days of start-
ing the Facebook event page I 
was inundated with support, 
donations and people looking 
to branch out the campaign 
in their areas. The support 
the group has received has 
been overwhelming. Groups 

in Aberdeen, Inverness and 
Ross-shire have been in touch 
to find out what they can do in 
their own areas.’

So far, CalAid Lochaber 
has received countless boxes 
of clothes, toiletries, sleeping 
bags and a local hotel even 
donated blankets. They are 
also awaiting a ‘van-load’ of 
outdoor clothing to be donated 
by a clothing company. 

The group met on Tuesday 
at Fort William High Street’s 
Aye2Aye Hub to plan and 
discuss the organisation of 
the donations, transport to 
the London unit, and storage 
of the donations - which are 
being temporarily kept in local 
farmyard barns.

The team of volunteers will 
also host events in a bid to 
raise the cash to transport the 
donations. Events will include 
a silent auction of art work 
gifted to the group by Loch-
aber artists. 

The auction already has 10 
pieces and is set to open on 
Saturday (September 12).

To support the campaign 
search CalAid Lochaber on 
Facebook.

Call for abandoned site to be transformed

Together, who lost his own battle with 
cancer in May.

Adam Ramsey, chairman of the 
fundraising group, said: ‘We are very 
sorry we have had to take the decision 
to cancel.  

‘Brian was a core member of the group 
and we miss him.  

‘We have plans in place for other fund-
raisers and will look again at the Nevis 
at Night event for 2016. 

‘If anyone would like to get involved in 
supporting Cancer Research UK either 
by organising their own fundraiser, or by 
becoming involved with the Lochaber 

Together group we would love to hear 
from them.’

Dorothy Roger, Lochaber’s local 
fundraising manger for Cancer Re-
search UK, added: ‘The Nevis at Night 
route over the shoulder of Cow Hill was 
fantastic and I think people would really 
have enjoyed it. 

‘However, a new event takes a lot of 
organising and calls on lots of volunteer 
marshalls and other support to make it 
happen. 

‘With two weeks to go it isn’t fair to 
ask people to set time aside for the event 
when participant numbers are so low.’

A THEFT at a Glenfi nnan church 
has left damage that could cost 
more than £200 to fi x.

At St Mary’s and St Finnan’s 
church on Monday August 31 
one bottle of communion wine 
was stolen from the sacristy.

The theft is thought to have 
taken place sometime between 
10am and 7pm, but is believed 
to have most likely happened 
in the afternoon.

During the break-in, the 
door of the tabernacle, where 
blessed sacrament in the form 
of communion wine is kept, 
was forced open and a padlock 
broken for thieves to get to the 
bottle.

Father Tony Wood said: ‘The 
church is open every day of the 
summer and there is a constant 
fl ow of people throughout 
the day. This is a very rare 
occurrence.’

Despite searching for the cod-
ed padlock that kept the wine 
secure from the public, Father 
Wood and his colleagues have 
not found it. 

He added: ‘I think that the 
lock was most likely broken off  
in the theft. This is particularly 
troubling for the parishioners, 
but the police have taken 
fi ngerprints, so we hope 
something comes back from 
that.’

The tabernacle was restored 
just two years ago and will 
have to be sent for further 
refurbishment.

People with information in 
connection with the theft are 
encouraged to contact police 
on 101.

DUROR WOMAN SETS UP VOLUNTARY ACTION GROUP TO SUPPORT YOUNG MEN CAMPED NEAR CHANNEL TUNNEL

Church damaged 
during break-in  

VOTING will open on Monday 
to decide which Lochaber youth 
groups should be given a share of 
£10,000.

More than 40 applications have 
been made. A full list of bids 
for a share of the funding, made 

available from Lochaber Highland 
councillors, is available from www.
highland.gov.uk/YouthPB and votes 
can be cast from the same place 
until Sunday September 20.

Postal votes can be collected from 
Highland council service points. 

Police appeal for information

Limit call on betting machines 

Youth group cash up for grabs
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With an expanding portfolio of 
courses, increasing student num-
bers and a vision to become the 
heart of further and higher edu-
cation in the area, Argyll College 
UHI has an exciting future – and 
is seeking community leaders to 
be a part of it.

The college is inviting appli-
cations from prospective board 
members to help guide the 
organisation through a period of 
significant growth and develop-
ment.

More than 1,500 students studied 
with Argyll College across its 15 
campuses and learning centres last 
year and the organisation expects 
the number of higher education 
students to rise by 30 per cent in 
the coming academic period. The 
college is an academic partner of 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands and is a growing 
contributor to the economic devel-
opment of the region.

College Board Chair Andrew 
Campbell said: “This is an excit-

Help Argyll secure a skilled 
and local workforce 

Argyll College UHI Board Member recruitment
We are looking for up to 3 individuals to join the Board of Management of 

Argyll College UHI, one of the major success stories in Argyll and the islands. 
You will have a strong commitment to the area served by our College and the belief 

that we can develop and increase further and higher education opportunities.

You should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the value and importance of 
education and training to the future economic prosperity of Argyll and the islands 

and a commitment to the highest standards of governance.  

As a Company director and Charity Trustee of the College, you will be part of the 
Board during a period of considerable change and opportunity for this area and the 

future of further and higher education in the region. Board members are responsible 
for the leadership, management and direction of the College across its 14 campuses 

and learning centres. 

We are particularly seeking members with experience as a local employer, in 

come from the commercial, third or public sectors.  

The key requirement is a willingness to give time and energy to assist with the 
effective governance of the College. 

A commitment of approximately 15 days per academic year is required.

These positions are not remunerated; however, reasonable expenses may be claimed. 

Further information, in the form of an application pack, can be obtained by 
emailing Pauline Cameron, Secretary to the Board: pauline.cameron@uhi.ac.uk. 

 Applications, which must include a CV and cover letter may be submitted by email or by post 
to Pauline Cameron, Argyll College (UHI) Ltd, Oban Campus, Glenshellach Business Park, Oban, 

PA34 4RY by Thursday 21 September 2015. Interviews will be held on 7 October in Oban. 

We are particularly keen to welcome applications from women who are currently 
under-represented in the College’s governance structure. 

Be part of the 
exciting future of 
Argyll College

Some of the 2015 graduates

By adding extra 
skills to our 
directorate, 
Argyll College 
can continue to 
fl ourish ”

Andrew Campbell
College Board Chair

ing time for everyone involved 
with Argyll College, which has 
achieved so much since it was 
established in 1997.

“As we have grown, we now also 
operate more than 40 commer-
cial courses for both individuals 
and company-sponsored employ-
ees from health and safety to 
management development.

“For the next chapter in our sto-
ry we need experienced, dynamic 
and inspirational leaders to join 

our talented board of directors. 
By adding extra skills to our 
directorate, Argyll College can 
continue to flourish and produce 
a highly-skilled workforce for the 
prosperity of the area.”

In 2015/16 the college is 
offering its widest ever range of 
full-time higher and further ed-
ucation courses, from Business 
Administration to Construction 
and Engineering. 

And the institution is this 
year offering for the first time a 
Professional Graduate Diploma 
Education (PGDE) in Primary 
Teaching, in partnership with 
Argyll and Bute Council.

So, if you want to make a real 
difference to your community, 
and you have the skills and 
experience to contribute to 
this progressive and developing 
organisation, contact Pauline 
Cameron, Secretary to the 
Board, on 07917 791591 or at 
pauline.cameron@uhi.ac.uk for 
more information.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Glasgow

Tiree

Oban

NHS Highland has welcomed 
a report into cleanliness at 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands hos-
pital after an unannounced 
inspection in July.

The report by the Healthcare 
Environment Inspectorate (HEI) 
positively recognised cleanli-
ness in the Oban hospital and 
infection control measures. 

THE GREAT Taste Golden Fork 
award for the best food from 
Scotland has been presented 
to Argyll-based Gigha Halibut 
for its Smoked Gigha Halibut. 

One judge considered the 
halibut to be ‘one of the fi nest 
smoked products of 2015’.

A YACHT with engine prob-
lems was helped by Oban 
RNLI lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald this week.

At 8.49am on Monday, the 
volunteer crew of the life-
boat was tasked by Storno-
way Coastguard to assist the 
vessel at the north entrance 
to Oban Bay. The lifeboat 
arrived at 8.56am and towed 
the yacht to Oban Marina.

ISLANDERS say changes to 
the way mail is sorted on Mull 
and other Argyll islands means 
all postal items are sent on 
a 250-mile round trip before 
being delivered by Royal Mail. 

While the organisation says 
this is nothing new and has 
been happening for years, 
islanders say that in the last 
few weeks rules have been 
‘tightened up’. 

A card that would have been 
kept in a post office on Mull 
and delivered locally with the 
next post, now makes its way by 
van, ferry, van, train and van 
again to be sorted in a distribu-
tion centre in Glasgow. It then 
comes back via van to train, to 
van, into the Oban office, then 
van, to ferry and van again. 

In some cases, including 
Coll, Colonsay and Tiree, this 
also includes post and parcels 
making a flight both off and on 
to the islands. Steve Willis of 

‘SEA’ this cheque - it’s a 
whopper. The fundraising 

endeavours of some adven-
turous kayakers saw a cheque 
for £2,500 presented to one of 

Oban’s busiest charities.
The money raised at the Oban 
Sea Kayak Race was presented 
to the crew of Oban lifeboat, 

who regularly help people and 
boats in emergency situations. 
The 2015 Oban Sea Kayak Race 
took place on Saturday August 
29, with more than 50 paddlers 

taking part. 

Back row, left to right: ‘Ped’ 
MacKinnon, mechanic, Mike 
Robertson, Les Stewart and 

Billy Forteith. Front: Gus 
Brydon, Dave Nicol, DM 

Matheson, Harry MacMaster 
and John Hill, coxswain

Gigha halibut 
tops taste poll  

Stricken yacht is 
towed to safety 

TIMESLINE

Oban hospital gets 
clean bill of health 

Argyll to welcome 
refugee families 

Island mail’s 250-mile trip
it is certainly to the detriment 
of the islands’ and Argyll’s 
way of life. We wonder which 
official pen-pusher could 
have dreamt up such a bizarre 
idea, particularly when we are 
all being made aware of our 
carbon footprint. Here is a 
scheme which beggars belief in 
this regard.’

Voices from throughout 
Argyll have added their con-
cern over the extra delay and 
centralisation of mail delivery 
via a distribution centre in 
Glasgow. 

Community councils on all 
the islands have been alerted 
to the problem and Argyll and 
Bute MP Brendan O’Hara has 
been asked to raise the matter 
in parliament. 

A Royal Mail spokeswoman 
said: ‘There has been no 
change to how we sort or pro-
cess mail from Oban, Mull or 
any of the surrounding islands. 

‘Mail collected from post 
boxes and Post Office branch-
es on Mull is sent to Oban 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Mull community council said: 
‘Changes have taken place, 
starting last week, to the way 
mail is processed on Mull and 
other islands.

‘For generations now, mail 
destined for addresses on 
Mull has been processed on 
Mull, ie stamped and franked 
and delivered with no further 
ado.  

‘This was simply expedited 
by writing island or local on 
the envelope.  

‘We are now informed that 
all mail is to be sent to Glas-
gow for processing. So even 
though mail on all our islands 
has historically travelled but a 
few miles to their destination, 
it is now, in the case of Mull, to 
have a further 250 mail miles 
added to its journey.

‘We are told this is to enable 
Royal Mail to monitor the 
volume of on-island mail.

‘We, however, see it as a 
retrograde, pointless step with 
undoubtedly some underlying 
sinister subplot.  In any case 

before being processed at the 
Glasgow Mail Centre, where it 
is then sent for onward delivery 
to its destination. 

‘Processing mail at a dedi-
cated mail centre allows us to 
deliver a high quality of service 
to Mull, Oban and the rest of 
the UK. 

‘The process for sorting and 
processing mail from Oban, 
Mull and the surrounding 
islands has been in place for 
a number of years and is the 
same process for every part of 
Scotland and the UK.’

Argyll MSP Michael Russell 
has asked Royal Mail to think 
again. He said: ‘Up until 
now local mail for the island 
itself was locally sorted but 
now everything has to go to 
Glasgow, by ferry and even 
sometimes by air. It is then 
sorted and sent back. This is 
not only environmentally daft, 
it will also lead to significant 
delays especially in winter 
when services can be disrupted 
by weather.’ 

POLICE in Oban and on the 
islands are encouraging residents 
to consider a career as a full time 
police officer, or as a special 
constables.

Inspector Julie McLeish and 
Inspector Mark Stephen are 
encouraging people with an 
interest in a career in the police 
force to come along to one of two 
events being organised.

Inspector McLeish said: ‘We 
are having two local open events 
to provide more information to 
anyone who has thought about the 
possibility of joining the police but 
never taken it further.

‘People of all ages are invited to 
come along to find out more.’

On Thursday September 17 Inspec-
tor McLeish will be at Oban Police 
office between 7pm and 8.30pm.

On Tuesday September 22 
Inspector Stephen will be at 
Tobermory Police office between 
12pm and 2pm.

Consider a 
police career

Even if it’s just going 
to an address right 

TWENTY refugee families 
will be housed in Argyll and 
Bute.

Welcoming the Scottish 
government’s announce-
ment on support for refu-
gees, SNP council leader 
Sandy Taylor praised the 
early response of council and 
social landlords, for their 
‘agreement to provide ac-
commodation for 20 families 
in the fi rst instance’. 

Lifeboat 
kayak cash 
boost

ADVERTORIAL
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A DIE cast model show will 
be making its way to the 
Victory Hall, Benderloch, this 
weekend with both large and 
small replicas on display.

Small model vehicles and 
vintage vehicles will be on 
display from 10am to late 
afternoon on both Saturday 
and Sunday.

All proceeds from the day 
will be given to Oban moun-
tain rescue team. An arts and 
crafts sale will also be held at 
the show.

MEMBERS of parliament and 
Scottish parliament members 
pay their staff  the so-called 
living wage in the Highlands 
and Islands.

While many MPs and MSPs 
have still to become accredited 
with Poverty Alliance, which 
runs the anti-poverty scheme 
- all staff  members in constitu-
ency and  parliamentary offi  ces 
are paid at least £7.85 an hour.

John Finnie, the Green MSP, 
is already accredited, but other 
MPs and MSPs are in the pro-
cess of doing so. 

MIDWIVES in Oban are 
dealing with more than 200 
babies a year, with many of 
the tots born in Lorn and Is-
lands hospital, a meeting of 
Lorn and Islands health and 
care forum heard on Monday 
night.

While there is a rise in 
the number of twins being 
born in the area, there has 
been a dramatic dip in the 
number of babies being born 
on Mull and Iona. Last year 
there were 35 births on the 
islands, with the statistics for 
the year before showing  65 
births - but this year, so far, 
the islands only have seven 
mums due to give birth.

OBAN Common Good fund 
has givn money to three 
organisations and has received 
thanks for money it had already 
granted at its meeting held last 
month.

Oban Winter Festival, 
received £2,000 plus a further 
£1,000 unwritten for the 
lighting of McCaig’s Tower.

The local organising 
committee of the Royal 
National Mod, which will run 

the country’s biggest music and 
Gaelic festival in the town this 
year, received £500. 

A decision to fund Soroba 
Young Families group was 
delayed for more information. 

Changes to the group’s policy, 
decided by members means 
applications to the fund will 
now be restricted to £1,000.

The trustees received a thank 
you letter from the GRAB 
Trust for the £3,000 which it 

used to buy a replacement van 
for use at the Lorn and Oban 
Re-use Initiative (LORI) based 
at the Moleigh Site, Oban.

The next Oban Common 
Good Fund meeting will be 
held on Thursday November 19 
at 10.30am in the Corran Halls, 
Oban. 

Most items on the agenda 
are restricted because of  
the sensitive details within 
applications.  

PASSENGERS who need to fly 
for family emergencies in the 
Highlands and islands will pay half-
price fares, operator Loganair has 
announced. 

The ‘compassionate travel policy’, 
introduced on Tuesday, covers 
people travelling because of the 
death or hospital treatment of an 
immediate family member, or for 
critical and unexpected illness. 

The scheme, which is a UK-first, 
follows lobbying by online cam-
paigners angry at the high cost of 
flights in rural Scotland.

The airline, which operates flights 
on behalf of Flybe, also promised 
increased flexibility when bookings 
are required to be amended or 
cancelled.

Chief executive Stewart Adams 
said: ‘With the introduction of this 

policy we believe Loganair is now 
offering a comprehensive com-
passionate fare unique in the UK 
airline industry.

‘More importantly, we are con-
fident the reduced fares will be of 
great benefit to our customers in 
circumstances of bereavement and 
critical illness  the very times they 
need assistance most.’

The move follows weeks of lobbying 
from Scott Preston, a former funeral 
director, who started a Facebook 
campaign to lower fares and increase 
booking flexibility. Loganair worked 
together with the campaigners to 
agree the terms, conditions and 
progress of the policy. 

The airline carries 500,000 
passengers a year on 20 routes, 
including flights from Islay, Tiree, 
Barra and Campbeltown.

A PARISIAN philosopher 
wants to make Islay his home 
after a holiday this summer.

Theo Legrand, 36, says he 
had a ‘coup de foudre’ (bolt 
of lightning), for Islay and 
now wants to make his life on 
the island. He has advertised 
in the island’s community 
newsletter  looking for work 
and a house.

Theo said: ‘I am French and 
I live in Paris for 36 years. 

‘In May, I decided to take a 
vacation and visit Scotland. 
Since I didn’t have much time, 
I chose to visit the island 
of Islay exclusively. After a 
week I struggled to return to 
Paris because I immediately 
understood it was in such a 
place that I wanted to live. 

‘First there is the fact that 
this place is so quiet, so 
peaceful, the nature, the 
animals, the landscapes, 
the sea. I feel good in this 
atmosphere where you can 
breathe fresh air. Then there 
are the people. In Paris 
people are very stressed and 
nervous. Life is tiring. The 
Ileach are quiet and welcom-
ing, their door is always open. 
They are polite and greet you 
when you meet them by car 
on the road. And of course 
there is also whisky. I’m not a 
heavy drinker, but I have been 
into tasting whisky for about 
15 years. 

‘The first single malt I 
enjoyed in a French pub was 
a dram of Lagavulin 16. In 
short, I had what we call in 
French a coup de foudre for 
Islay. My dream would be to 
work in a distillery. 

A MAN described by fellow 
musicians as ‘one of the best 
box players of all time’ passed 
away on Saturday after a short 
illness.

Musician Colin Campbell, 
born and bred in Oban, led one 
of the most popular traditional 
Scottish bands in the ’60s and 
’70s, releasing several albums 
and cassette tapes.

Colin Campbell and his 
Highland Band had a unique 
sound coupled with superb ar-
rangements with a distinctive 
west coast swing. Splendidly 
dressed in Ancient Campbell 
tartan jackets, the band was 
immensely popular during its  
professional career. 

Recording for both the 
Beltona/Decca and Lismor 
recording companies,  
Colin was a self-taught 
musician with a perfect ear for 
writing and composing music 
- which he did throughout 
his life. Last year he penned 
the ‘Rockfield Polka’ to raise 
awareness of the campaign to 
keep open Oban’s Rockfield 
school.

The band was undoubtedly 
one of the farthest travelled 
and hardest working bands of 
their era, and played all over 

A DRINK-fuelled fishing trip 
to Loch Awe ended when a 
man stabbed his friend in the 
chest.

Robert Edwards, 52, pleaded 
not guilty at Oban Sheriff 
court, when he appeared 
for trial on September 1 
and 2, to assaulting William 
McNally, 26, by stabbing him 
on his body, to his injury and 
permanent disfigurement. 

He lodged a special defence 
last week claiming he had 
acted in self-defence when 
William McNally and his 
father, Samuel McNally, 45, 
tried to attack him.

The jury heard Edwards had 
been invited on a fishing trip 

TIMESLINE

Model cars and an 
arts and craft sale

MPs and MSPs pay 
staff  a living wage 

COURT REPORTER
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KNIFE CRIME: Robert Edwards 
will be sentenced at the end 

of the month for the stabbing 
Photograph by Kevin McGylnn

with the father and son on 
April 17.

After two days of drinking, 
the men went to a van they 
had hired to shelter when their 
fire wouldn’t light, in the early 
hours of Sunday, April 19. 

They had been drinking beer 
and vodka over the two days, 
and in the van they continued 
drinking and were smoking 
cannabis. 

Samuel and William McNally 
gave similar accounts of how 
Edwards, of Heriot Avenue, 
Paisley, began acting strangely, 
claiming he was related to the 
royal family. A row between 
the three broke out when 
the McNallys, also from 
Paisley, remonstrated with 
Edwards about his treatment 
of William McNally’s dog, 

saying he was poking and 
antagonising it. After being 
told that it would be his own 
fault if the dog snapped at him, 
Samuel McNally told the court 
Edwards replied that he would 
stab the dog.

As William McNally went 
to the back of the van to let 
the dog out, Edwards threw 
a camping chair at him then 
stabbed him in the chest with 
a knife he had been using to 
peel vegetables the day before, 
leaving a wound 2cm deep and 
2cm long.

William McNally said: ‘I tried 
to get the dog by the collar, and 
I just remember being stabbed. 
When I bent down to get the 
dog, he stabbed me.’

The knife had pierced a 
fleece, t-shirt and foam life 

jacket William McNally 
had been wearing. Edwards 
claimed he had acted in self-
defence after the McNallys 
tried to attack him.

He said during the trial: ‘I 
thought I was going to die. I 
was terrified the dogs might 
be used to attack me. I got out 
and William and Samuel were 
both coming towards me. They 
came towards me and my arm 
went up to William’s chest. I 
never intentionally went to stab 
anybody. Whatever happened, 
if it was my knife that did it, it 
was a complete accident.’

Despite complaining of a 
‘vicious, aggressive attack’, it 
was noted that Edwards had not 
a single, visible mark on him, 
and none were recorded by 
ambulance staff or police. The 

only mention of any injuries 
was a pain to his side that he 
complained of, for which he 
was given paracetamol. 

Fiscal Eoin McGinty said: 
‘Despite this alleged vicious 
attack by two dogs and two 
people, the only person who 
was left with a visible mark was 
William McNally.’

The jury deliberated for 
around an hour and a half, 
before returning the guilty 
verdict.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
agreed to continue Edwards’ 
bail until September 28, 
deferring sentence for 
background reports.

‘Custody must be in the 
uppermost of my mind, given 
that there was use of a weapon,’ 
she added.  

Musicians mourn death of 
‘one of the best’ box players  

TALENTED: Colin Campbell died on Saturday evening. His 
campaign to save Rockfi eld saw him compose the Rockfi eld Polka. 

ON THE MOVE: Theo Legrand 
wants to make a new life for 

himself in Islay and is looking 
for a fl at and a job 

Parisian 
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the UK performing for shows 
and dances from Lewis to 
London.

Highlights of a two-week 
English tour included an 
ear-splitting reception at the 
Royal Albert Hall and The 
Festival Hall in London.

Colin Campbell And His 
Highland Band represented 
Scotland at the Welsh Ei-
steddfod for two years running 
playing with Alasdair Gillies, 
Jimmy Shand, Edinburgh City 
Pipe Band, The Corries and 
many others.

Colin accompanied Alas-
dair Gillies in more than 60 
programmes with Scottish 
Television in the early ’70s 
called ‘Alasdair Sings’ and on 
many tours.

Colin also worked with many 
other leading Gaelic singers 
including Donald Macrae, 
Calum Kennedy and Norman 
Maclean. 

Famed Oban singers Dell 

Turnbull, Erik Spence, and 
Billy Ford featured on vocals 
on various albums and indeed 
Colin himself. 

 He was invited to Canada 
three times to star on a series 
called Ceilidh which reached 
number one on the Canadian 
Network. The first visit was in 
1973. The next visit was a year 
later in 1974, with Calum Ken-
nedy, also Helen MacArthur, 
soprano. Colin also played 
along with the Cape Breton 
Fiddlers. The third and final 
visit was in 1975 and joining 
Colin on this trip were Alas-
dair Gillies, and Robin Hall 
and Jimmie Macgregor.

During the ’80s and ’90s, 
Colin gave up touring with the 
band to concentrate on playing 
in local hotels and restaurants, 
entertaining summer tourists 
and locals at McTavish’s 
Kitchen, The Park Hotel and 
the highly popular stage show 
Tartan Galore at the Corran 
Halls in Oban. 

Colin lived in Oban. He is 
survived by his wife Lorna, four 
daughters, 14 grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren.

Colin’s funeral will take place 
in Oban parish church on 
Wednesday September 16 at 
1pm.  Family flowers only have 
been requested. 

A collection will be taken for 
Clydeside Action on Asbestos.

Professional 
career spanned 
decades and 
took Colin’s band 
across the world

THE SPEED limit will be reduced 
from 60mph to 50mph on a stretch 
of the A85 between Connel and 
Achnacloich.

As reported at the Connel com-
munity council meeting on Sep-
tember 8, Transport Scotland will 
start work in the coming months to 
reduce the speed on the 3.5-mile 
section of road, following concerns 
raised at previous meetings. 

However, Transport Scotland said 

flashing 30mph signs at the west end 
of Connel would not be installed, 
despite requests from the commu-
nity council. In correspondence be-
tween the community council and 
the Scottish government agency, 
Transport Scotland said research 
had shown there were other areas in 
the country where traffic speeding 
as it approached a 30mph was more 
of a problem, and they would be 
prioritised for new signs.

Speed cut on stretch of A85

OBAN RNLI lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald launched in the 
early hours of  Wednesday 
morning after reports of 
people in the water at Corran 
Esplanade, Oban.

The lifeboat was tasked by 
Stornoway Coastguard at 
1.40am with the volunteer 
crew arriving on scene minutes 
later to search the shoreline. By 
1.48am Stornoway Coastguard 
had contacted the lifeboat to 
inform it that everyone had 
been accounted for. 

A FIRST meeting of the com-
mittee overseeing the tender 
process for west coast ferries 
met this week in Edinburgh.

Argyll Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon, from Mull, said it had 
been a positive meeting. She 
confi rmed there was likely to 
be four group meetings. She  
is the Independent councillor 
representative on the panel.

A SIGHTING of a rare white roe deer ‘will not be a one off ’ 
says a Benderloch wildlife enthusiast who saw the beast 
this week on the shorefront near to Ledaig.

Graham Hughes saw the animal at 5.30am in the morning 
in the garden of one of the houses in the area.

Graham has visited the area again – but has not managed 
to catch a sight of the deer. He believes he will not be the 
only person who has seen the unique animal and would like 
to hear from anyone who has also seen the animal. He can 
be contacted via editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Lifeboat launched 
to search shoreline 

First meeting of 
ferry tender group 

Rise in number of 
twins in the area 

Rare white roe deer on 
shorefront near Ledaig
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Fort pick 
up three 
points at 
Rothes

Golf

Isle of Skye

Football

Six out of six for Finlay 
in Ben Race

Lochaber      5
Aberdeen Wanderers   17
BT Division Two North

Rothes        0
Fort William       3
Highland League

Cycling

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, Sepetmber 10, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour 

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.19 3.2 10.03 1.2 16.12 3.5 22.54 1.3
Fri 04.42 3.5 10.44 1.1 16.43 3.7 23.27 1.2
Sat 05.11 3.7 11.20 0.9 17.16 3.9 23.58 1.1
Sun 05.43 3.8 11.54 0.8 17.49 4.0  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.27 1.0 06.14 4.0 12.28 0.8 18.20 4.1
Tues 00.58 1.0 06.44 4.0 12.59 0.9 18.50 4.0
Wed 01.28 1.1 07.12 3.9 13.29 1.0 19.18 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

18
18

17

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 17ºC.

THE FORT secured another 
three points when they defeated 
Rothes 3-0 away from home last 
Saturday.

Fort William travelled to Moray 
for the fixture and dominated 
most of the game. 

John McLeod set the tone for 
the Fort by scoring the first goal 
on the 10-minute mark, making it 
his ninth goal in as many games 
this season. 

Craig Mainland made a promis-
ing return for the Fort and scored 
the second goal 30 minutes in 
and then a third goal in the 55th 
minute.

Manager Ally Ewen said: ‘We 
need to be more clinical in front 
of the goals in future, but we were 
quite commanding. We were cer-
tainly never troubled. Rothes had 
four chances in the whole game.

‘The boys took their foot off the 
gas after scoring their third goal 
and slowed down a bit, which was 
a bit disappointing.’

The Fort performed well and 
the team is beginning to gel and 
the board hopes this will be the 
pick-me-up the team needs to see 
progress this season.

Man of the match, Farquhar 
MacRae, did well in defence as 
he was up against two experi-
enced strikers. He proved to be a 
real threat at corner kicks. This 
is the 21-year-old’s first season as 
a first team regular and he has 
impressed club officials and fans 
alike.

Youngsters who took part and medal winners still cheerful despite the wind and rain

THE seniors’ monthly stableford, 
played on Thursday September 3: 
1 Martin Bird 33 points; 2 Dave 
MacVicar 32 points; 3 Kevin 
Puttnam 31 points. 

The David Murray Quaich, 
played on Saturday September 5: 
1 Alasdair Grant 66/65=131; 2 
Jamie Beaton 65/68=133; 3 Alex 
Munro 67/66=133. 

AFTER a promising start, Loch-
aber rugby club went down 17-5 
against Aberdeen Wanderers in 
their first game of the season on 
Saturday. 

An intense first half  at Banavie 
saw both teams score late on, with 
Callum Boyd opening the scoring 
for the home side to tie the game 

THE FIRST round of a High-
land-wide cycling competition, 
Dirt Crit, went down a storm with 
youngsters.

Young people aged 16 and 
under competed in the annual 
competition held at Nevis Range 
on Saturday August 29.

More than 60 budding cycle 
stars braved the typical Fort Wil-
liam weather and fought through 
mud, wind and rain to reach the 
finish line.

A spokeswoman from Nevis 
Range said: ‘There were some 
fiercely contested races and it 
was great to see so many young-
sters demonstrating great skills 
and such positive attitudes in the 
testing conditions.’

Youngsters from cycling clubs  
West Highland Wheelers kids 
club and Spean Speedy Bikers 
took part.

The event was organised by 
West Highland Wheelers, in con-
junction with Scottish Cycling. 
The next round of the five-venue 
series is in Abriachan on Septem-
ber 19.

Results: Under 6 boys: 1 
Jack Bamber 3:03; 2 Cameron 
Johnston 3:26; 3 Micah Myles 
4:57; 4 Roanne Campbell 4:49; 
5 Ossian Bellshaw 5:05; 6 Finlay 
Fergusson 5:05; 7 Sebastian Moc-
ci 6:08. Under 6 girls: 1 Carach 
Muir 3:37; 2 Holly Clemie 4:27; 
3 Sarah Henshall 4:29; 4 Fiona 
Austin 4:30; 5 Kirsty Henshall 
4:49; 6 Olivia Poole 5:14. Under 
8 Boys: 1 Creag Muir 6:01; 2 
Archie Fergusson 6:19; 3 Kyler 
Mcleod 6:51; 4 Eoghain Suth-
erland 7:30; 5. Alan Cameron 
7:42; 6 Archie Johnston 7:48; 7 
Ross Loughray 7:53; 8 Andrew 
McMichael 7:58; 9 Christopher 
Moccie 7:59; 10 Neil McDougal 
8:49. 11 Dougal Masterson 9:53. 
12 Magnus Atkinson 9:55. 13 
Ruari Stirling 10.08; 14 Freddie 
Chisholm 10:49; 15 Sorley Swabie 
11.42; 16 Dougal Powell 11:58; 
17 Cohen Poole DNF. Under 8 
girls: 1 Ruth McDougall 13:20. 
Under 10 boys: 1 Ronnie Fulford 
8:08; 2 Cory Muir 8:09; 3 Charlie 
Henshall 8:23; 4 Charley Wright 
8:37; 5 Leo Mackintosh 8:38; 
6 Lewis Duncan 9:11; 7 Owen 
Moran 9:41; 8 Norbert Otreba 
10.14; 9 Cole Jackson 10.16; 10 
Josh Parton 10.17; 11 Harvey 
Fishpool 10.29; 12 Roo MacLel-
lan 10:31; 13 Victor Atkinson 
11:21; 14 Ruariidh MacLennan 
11:48; 15 Daniel Parfitt 12:40. 
Under 10 girls: 1 Aimi Kenyon 
8:14; 2 Maisie McMulkin 10:05; 3 
Mary Howell 11:23; 4 Nina-Yven 
Cameron 12:09. Under 12 boys: 
1 Charlie Ferguson 13:00; 2 
Freddy Fulford 14:18; 3 Owen 
Pescod 16:14; 4 Linus Wright 
18:49; 5 Joe Lennon 21:38. Under 
12 girls: 1 Lyra Swabey 19:14, 2 
Rowan Masterson 21:20. Under 
14 girls: 1 Alasdair Poll 19:54; 2 
Struan Robertson 21:02; 3 Mark 
Fullerton 28.35.

Dirt Crit 
goes down
a storm

Farquhar MacRae
20_f37football01 

Lochaber’s Ruairidh MacInnes 
takes on Aberdeen Wanderers 

defence 21_f37rugby03

Lochaber lose out 
to Wanderers

5-5 at the half time whistle. 
Wanderers went on to score two 

opportunistic tries in the second 
half to win the game.

Lochaber’s next game is away 
to the newly promoted Kinloss 
Eagles on Saturday. 

Rugby

FORT William’s Finlay Wild 
won the Ben Nevis race for the 
sixth year in a row on Saturday, 
with a time of one hour, 30 
minutes and 56 seconds.

The GP completed the 4,406 
feet ascent and descent of 
Britain’s highest mountain five 
minutes ahead of second placed 
Rob Jebb, of Bingley Harriers.

 The Lochaber athletic club 
(LAC) runner also reached the 
summit in less than an hour for 
the first time ever.

Wild, 31, was just over five 
minutes short of breaking the 
record set by Kenny Stuart in 
1984 but said he was ‘delighted’ 
with this year’s effort: ‘I was 
first to the top which I was 
delighted with because the 
ascent is usually my weak 
point. Training went really well 
this year so I was on form and 
conditions were perfect on the 
day. I didn’t beat the record and 
although my time was reasona-
ble it wasn’t my best but it was 
the first time I’ve got to the top 
in an hour so I’m really pleased 
with that.’ 

A 500-strong field left a sunny 
Claggan park on Saturday and 
first lady home was Diane Wil-
son, of Dromore athletic club in 
County Durham, who finished 
in two hours and 41 seconds, 
taking 64th place overall.

The Ben Nevis race fi eld set off  from Claggan park on Saturday 21_f7benrace01

Kathleen MacPherson, right, presents the fi rst lady trophy to 
Diane Wilson, 60 years to the day that she became the fi rst 

woman to run the Ben Nevis race 21_f37benrace05

A relieved Callum Fraser crosses the fi nish line in eight place, 
winning the prize for best under 23 21_f37benrace03

Finlay Wild won the Ben Nevis race for the sixth year in a row 
21_f37benrace04

She said: ‘I’m so pleased, I just 
can’t believe it. I took part for 
the first time last year as I left 
it too late in 2013 but I never 
expected to be first back.’

Kathleen MacPherson, nee 
Connochie, presented the prize 
to Wilson, 60 years to the day 
she was the first woman to run 
the Ben race at 16 years old.

Mrs MacPherson was also the 
starter for this year’s race and 
said it was ‘an honour’ to take on 
the role.

Other note-worthy finishers 
were Kinlochleven’s Gary Mac-
Donald, who won the Co-op 
Society Shield for best non-win-
ning local, finishing sixth overall 
with a time of 1:39:43 and 
Invergarry’s Callum Fraser who 
picked up both the Kathleen 
Connochie cup for best under 23 
and the Victor Manley memori-
al trophy for best local under 23, 
for his finishing time of 1:42:33, 
eighth position overall. 

First local lady home and win-
ner of the Turnball Quaich was 
Diane Baum, 81st overall, who 
finished in 2:04:17. 

Lochaber were winners of the 
junior shinty tournament played 
before the race on Saturday, 
closely followed by Glengarry.

Prizewinners (LAC unless 
otherwise stated).

MacFarlane cup for winner; 

Finlay Wild. George MacFar-
lane junior quaich for second; 
Rob Jebb (Bingley Harriers). 
Jimmy Conn memorial trophy 
for third; Samuel Tosh (Rossen-
dale Harriers). Bronze medals 
for fourth to tenth; Martin 
Mikkleson-Barron (Borrowdale 
Fell Runners), Ricky Lightfoot 
(Ellenborough AC), Gary Mac-
Donald, Sam Watson (Wharfed-
ale Harriers), Callum Fraser, 
Luke Maude (Barlick Fell 
Runners) and Ruari Watt. Con-
nochie Plaque for completing 21 
Ben Nevis races; Andy Beaty 
(Cumberland Fell Runners), 
Laurie Anderson (Lomond Hill 
Runners), Jon Sharples (Clayton 
Le Moors), Tosh Brannan (Lo-
thian Running Club), Murdo 
MacLeod (Westerlands Cross 
Country club), David Yetton 
(Portsmouth joggers club), Man-
dy Goth (Todmorden Harriers). 
Kathleen Connochie cup for 
best under 23; Callum Fraser. 
Victor Manley memorial trophy 
for best local under 23; Callum 
Fraser. Locheil trophy for best 
veteran 60-plus; Nick Pearce 
(Ilkley Harriers). Duncan 
McIntyre trophy for best vet-
eran 50-plus; Andrew Wrench 
(Todmorden Harriers). Eddie 
Campbell memorial trophy for 
best local veteran 50-plus; Ali 
Kennedy. C.W.S Steele cup for 
best veteran 40-plus; Rob Jebb 
(Bingley Harriers). George 
MacPherson memorial trophy 
for best local veteran 40-plus; 
Graham Munro. J.A MacPher-
son shield for best newcomer, 
not winner; Luke Maude (Bar-
lick fell runners). Co-op society 
shield for best local, not winner; 
Gary MacDonald. Volunteer 
Arms cup for best HM forces 
runner; Christopher Watson 
(RAF triathlon). Wallace 
plaque for best police runner; 
Chris Newman (Warfedale 
Harriers). Scottish Ambulance 
Service shield for best ambu-
lance service runner; Steven 
Worsley (Inverness Harriers). 
Fire Brigade’s Union trophy for 
best fire brigade runner; Ricky 

Lightfoot (Ellenborough AC). 
Lovat Scouts trophy for first to 
summit; Finlay Wild. Lochaber 
district council trophy for first 
local to summit; Finlay Wild. 
The Livy prize for 100th place; 
Peter Kennedy. 

Team prizes. 
Mrs JW Hobbs cup for three 

gold medals; Finlay Wild, Gary 
MacDonald and Callum Fraser 
(all LAC). Three silver medals; 
Ricky Lightfoot, Richard 
McGrath and Calum Tinnion 
(all Ellenborough AC). Three 

bronze medals; Sam Watson, 
Mark McGoldrick and Chris 
Newman (all Wharfdale Har-
riers). 

Ladies’ prizes. 
Eddie Campbell cup for first 

lady; Diane Wilson (Dromore 
AC). Turnbull quaich for first 
local lady; Diane Baum. Nevis 
Bank Hotel shield for first lady 
veteran 40-plus; Diane Wilson 
(Dromore AC). Off-beat Bikes 
shield for three gold medals; 
Diane Baum, Amanda Black-
hall and Suzy Devey (all LAC). 
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