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SOLUTIONS 
SCOTLAND

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH DEBT & IS IT 
AFFECTING YOUR LIFE?
DO YOU FIND YOURSELF PAYING OUT MORE 
THAN YOU CAN AFFORD?
WORRIED ABOUT ANSWERING THE PHONE OR 
LETTERS FROM CREDITORS?
HAVE SHERIFF OFFICERS ARRESTED YOUR 
WAGES?

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A DEBT FREE 
FUTURE  ON 0141-227-6773

SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR ADVISORS TODAY & RECEIVE 
A FACE TO FACE VISIT FREE OF CHARGE!
WE COULD USE GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION TO;
A. GET YOU DEBT FREE IN AS LITTLE AS 48 

MONTHS
B. PROTECT YOUR HOME & CAR
C. ONLY PAY WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

CALL TODAY......... SOLUTIONS SCOTLAND 
ON 0141-227-6773

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban detective says killer 
will never accept his guilt

‘BLACK WIDOWER’ MAKES BID TO HAVE 30-YEAR SENTENCE ENDED Helicopter used in 
lochside incident

Holiday pay claim 
for NHS workers

Fitting memorial 
for Highlanders

NHS STAFF may be in for a 
‘holiday bonus’ after claims they 
may have been ‘short-changed’ 
over holiday pay.

Unions say the possible under 
payment dates back to 2008 and 
NHS boards have agreed to review 
their policies.

It is understood payments should 
be on the basis of an average 
week’s work, including bonus 
payments and average overtime, 
but in some cases staff were only 
paid a minimum hourly rate.

A NHS Highland spokesman 

into this issue to ensure that staff 
holiday pay has been calculat-
ed correctly.’

A POLICE helicopter was called 
into action on Tuesday when re-
ports of a man in a boat with a gun 
were made by concerned lochside 
residents.

Eye witnesses on Loch Awe say 
they saw the man, who was alone 
in a small vessel, with a gun and 
immediately called the police.

A police helicopter was sent out 
and quickly found the man and 
brought him to Oban Police station 
for questioning.

The man, aged 38, was believed 
to be camping in the area while on 

‘A male has been reported to the 

arms offences, and offences under 
the misuse of drugs act.’

Clams more lucrative than drugs
AN ORGANISED crime racket 
taking place off the coast of Argyll 
is believed to be making upwards 
of £65,000 a day in sales of illegal 
razor clams.

taking razor clams from unclassi-

described as more lucrative than the 
illegal drugs trade.

On Thursday last week, a mul-
ti-agency operation run from Oban, 
involving Police Scotland, Marine 
Scotland, Argyll and Bute council 
public protection services and the 
Health and Safety Executive, kicked 

into action to clamp down on elec-

coast of Argyll.
Using air, sea and land resources, 

for razor clams – rendering them le-

DCI Calum Young of Police 

have a generator on the boat and 
deploy electrodes and probes on to 
the seabed and run them along the 
seabed, 10-15 metres deep.

‘The electricity stuns the razor 
clams and divers walk behind the 
boat scooping the clams up.

‘Many of the divers are known to 
be of eastern European origin and 

there is concern that they are being 
exploited and their personal safety 
is in danger – because of the prox-
imity of electricity in water. There 
is a major concern that we will be 
faced with fatalities in the waters off 
Argyll and Bute.’

It is estimated that illegally active 

500-600kg of razor clams a day, 
which are shipped away within 24 
hours, having somehow obtained 
legal paperwork along the way, from 
Glasgow airport to Asian markets 
via Singapore. A legal boat might 
recover one-two kilos a day.

‘The money to organised crime 

DCI Young. ‘It makes more than 

are approached they throw any 

side of the boat.

er any evidence that there has been 

It has been illegal since 1998 to use 

this year the Scottish Government 
brought in tougher licensing meas-
ures.

boat had been stopped on Thursday 
under suspicion of being involved 

the ownership of the boat are un-
derstood to be on-going by Marine 
Scotland.

CONVICTED murderer Malcolm 

er, has launched a bid to be free.

tion and sentence to be reviewed 
through the Scottish Criminal Cases 
Review Commission (SCCRC). 

The public body will now scrutinise 
the 2011 case on matters raised by 

and by law cannot be discussed.

a former nursing sister in Oban, is 
seeking to have his conviction for 
murder and attempted murder and 
30-year sentence overturned. 

received an appeal.

ly to last two months where concerns 
will be ‘robustly investigated’ before 
the SCCRC decides to take the matter 
forward - involving further scrutiny 
lasting around eight months - or drop 
the case altogether.

However, former Oban Detective 

ster’s modus operandi will be to ap-
peal and ask for reviews until ‘there 
will be nowhere left for him to go’.

Mr Henry, a dogged investigator, 
recently featured in the Scottish 
Television programme The Widower, 
which acknowledged the crucial role 
he played in co-ordinating the inter-
national search for evidence which 

He is calling for a ‘speedy, but thor-
ough’ investigation from the SCCRC 
to allow the family of the bereaved, 
former girlfriends and partners of 

reviewed is entirely legal - the men 
and women at the heart of this case 
are unable to move on with their lives 
while these matters are outstanding.

2011 after the longest trial for a single 
defendant in Scottish legal history.’

drugged his wife Claire, 32, before 
putting her in his car and crashing it 
in 1994. 

inside.
In 1999, he staged another car crash 

in New Zealand but his then pregnant 
wife Felicity Drumm survived. 

Scottish police, at the insistence 

reopened the investigation into  

living and working in Oban and 
had persuaded senior nurse Simone 
Banarjee to change her will and leave 
everything to him.

detail of this case was gone over and 
over in court in 2010 and 2011 with a 

a long judicial review of his case 

might be considered the last gasp for 

this further.

a calculating, cold-blooded murderer 
who will never stop denying it until 
there is nothing left.

‘I believe that while he is in prison, 
the men and women involved in this 
case, who took the time to go to court 
and give evidence against him, are 

this case up again, the people at the 
heart of the matter are dragged back 
into the case over and over again.’

moving and handling lead nurse at 
Lorn and Islands hospital in Oban - 

an enrolled nurse. 

members of staff thought he was a 
surgeon.

time the treasurer of the Loch Awe 

for a number of professional business 
people in the town and was part of 
the annual hospital panto, Mr Hendry 

many people in the town knew him. 
‘He had a number of girlfriends 

on the go at one time - and while 
he misled police and hospital staff 
into believing he had cancer, he was 
having affairs with other women.

were strong, able ladies, able to stand 
up for themselves.’

scribed as like a ‘dog with a bone’ 
with the original investigation. 

Part of his ongoing private inves-
tigations have led Mr Henry to Abu 
Dhabi earlier this year, where it is 

nurse. 
He has raised a number of concerns 

United Arab Emirates and will visit 
the country again in the near future. 

ON THE CASE: former Oban Detective Inspector Charlie Henry says murderer Webster’s appeal will prolong his victims’ misery

APPEAL: murderer Malcom Webster

INVERARAY castle is looking 

belonging to the Eight Battalion of 
the Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers for a special memorial. 

Jane Young, castle manager, 

family connections to the battle 
honours of the battalion at Mons, 
Le Cateau, Ypres, The Somme 
1916/17 and Cambrai 1917/18.’ 
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WIN A PAIR OF DUBARRY BOOTS
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Diana Gabaldon: 
Outlander author  
interview
The music man of Jura
Inside an Argyll  
tower house
The yanks saving  
Scottish Golf
A ‘Glaswegian leftie’  

MULL
lines

Beki’s on a high after trek

Rowing back the years

Seaweed trials may lead to jobs

HIGH STAKES: Beki Marsland, left, from the Clydesdale Bank in 
Tobermory with a colleague at the summit of Ben Nevis

NOT SO PLAIN SAILING: the contestants in the successful skiff  
regatta take to the water in Tobermory last week

John’s big trip ‘thank you’

ADVENTURE: John Forteith looks on 
as Sandra Owens, MS Centre manager, 
gets a close up view of the motorbike 
he is taking on a European fundraising 
tour

● Multiple sclerosis (MS) is a 
condition of the central nervous 
system. In MS, the coating around 

sheath, is damaged, causing a 
range of symptoms.

The sheath is described like the 
plastic covering on an electrical 
cable. 

That cover is worn away by MS 
and can result in a range of symp-

to diagnose.
Symptoms usually start in a 

person in their 20s and 30s and 
it affects almost three times as 
many women as men. 

Once diagnosed, MS is present 
for life, but treatments and special-
ists can help manage the condition 
and its symptoms.

ARGYLL College hopes to plug 
a gaping hole in the area’s health 
care sector through two new 
courses.

it will offer a six-month access to 
health care course and a SVQ in 
health care in 2015 as part of its 
curriculum.

A TRAIN service for Oban high 
school pupils is working well 
following successful trials.

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokeswoman said: ‘There has 
been positive feedback from both 
pupils and school staff. Pupils 
have been commended for their 
good behaviour.’

No funds for otters Cut down to size Course plugs gapService on track Flower House work

Yes
we can

* ADVERTISEMENT BY YES CAMPAIGN OBAN, LORN AND THE ISLANDS

writes Steven Rae

LONG TERM: new St Columba’s headteacher Michaelina Maclellan

sociation for Marine Sciences 

Splat the rat
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Parking mad over three-day stay
VOLUNTEER SAYS RESTRICTIONS ARE LIKE SOMETHING FROM RUSSIA

A VOLUNTEER at an Oban museum 
has accused the council of behaving 
like a Soviet state over its parking 
policy.

The worker at Oban’s War and 
Peace museum, who did not wish to 
be named, was angered when he dis-
covered Argyll and Bute council had 
allocated a three-day parking space 
on the North Pier to a ‘mystery’ man.

He said: ‘Is this Britain, or Russia? 
People are scared to stop and chat in 
case they are late back to their cars 
and get a parking ticket.

‘I have to pay to park my car when I 
volunteer, so I was shocked on Satur-
day evening when I saw one space on 
the North Pier was marked off with 
four cones.’

On closer inspection, he noticed 
there was a letter on the windscreen 
of the car from Argyll and Bute coun-
cil. He said: ‘It said that the space had 
been ‘suspended’ between Sunday 
and Tuesday for a Mr Shields.

work that the ‘yellow jackets’ are 
doing throughout the town. For good-
ness sake, they wouldn’t suspend a 
space for the minister or a hearse at 
the Congregational Church  - but they 
will for this individual.

‘A Blue Badge (for disabled drivers)
would give you three hours - not 
three days.’

As The Oban Times reported last 
week, zealous parking attendants are 
following the letter of the law when 
dishing out tickets, forcing residents 

and workers out of the main areas of 
the town and into the surrounding 
streets - often causing chaos.

Mike Hastings, a painter and dec-
orator, said: ‘In the past tradesmen 
were able to request that a space be 
‘booked off’ but these days the town 
is busy by the time you have asked 
for the space.

‘The fact is, local tradesmen try to 
keep the price as low as possible for 
their customers, but it is inevitable 
that anyone working in the town 
centre will pass on the cost to the 
customer. There should be a parking 
permit for trades - my contention is it 
would be good for business.’  

Motorists say they have been driven 
out of the centre of Oban by the new 
parking restrictions, which were 
introduced in June, in a desperate 

congested back and side roads.
Some cars have been parked 

Road. Straddling the pavement, resi-
dents say the cars are a hazard to peo-
ple who walk up the hill, especially 
those who are blind or disabled. 

Argyll and Bute council said it was 
aware of the parking space on the 
North Pier. A spokesman said: ‘Any 
member of the public can apply for 
the suspension of a parking bay. In 
this particular instance, the owner 
has paid the standard parking fee in 

‘In practical terms this arrangement 
is usually made when the vehicle is 
left for a number of days and the 
owner will not physically be there to 
feed the meter.’

Car crash driver 
found in river

Teenager in car 
off ence charges

Damage done to 
Soroba premises 

Lochawe speeder 
clocked at 44mph

A SIXTEEN-year-old male has 
been reported to the procurator 

vicar area of Seil island, south of 
Oban, including careless driving, 

of alcohol and taking and driving 
a car without the owner’s consent.

A DRIVER has been reported to 

at 44mph in a 30mph zone 

DAMAGE has been caused to 

The damage happened some-
time between Saturday, August 

in Oban on 101 or Crimestop-

THE DRIVER of a car which went 
off the A82 road near Bridge of 
Orchy on Friday was found in the 
River Orchy.

Emergency services raced to the 
scene after a report of a single car 
leaving the A82. 

This was followed by another 
report of a man in the river behind 
the Bridge of Orchy Hotel.

The man was recovered from the 
river and taken to the Belford Hos-
pital in Fort William with serious 
leg and pelvis injuries, believed to 
be from his fall on to rocks in the 
river.

He was subsequently moved to 
the Royal Alexandra Hospital in 
Paisley.

SPACE SAVER: A parking space on the North Pier is 'suspended' for a customer

Out of the Dark Ages with broadband link
HIGH-SPEED broadband on Tiree is 
a step closer following the laying of a 
sub sea cable from Mull to Scarinish 
by BT.

After the granting of a licence from 
Marine Scotland, after a pressing 
case from island organisations over-
turned objections from Clyde-based 

optic cable into Calagary, Mull on 

and burial of the cable completed on 
Tuesday.

Alison Kennedy, secretary of Tiree 
community council, said: ‘This will 
be really good for the people here; we 
would hate to have been left behind 
in the dark ages.

‘No-one is expecting to have high 

speed broadband tomorrow and 
there’s work still to do. 

‘But we are all delighted the licence 
has been granted. The speed just now 
has been a hindrance, especially to 
businesses, so hopefully this could 
attract some internet businesses to 
the island.’

ever project of its kind undertaken in 
the UK, to deliver super fast broad-

band to some of the country’s most 
remote island communities. 

The subsea cabling forms a part of 
the £410m Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband initiative.

A BT spokesman said: ‘This is a 
vital step in the creation of the mas-
sive publicly-funded network which 

to many island communities for the 

‘We are carrying out all our subsea 
work, the laying a total of 20 cables, 
within a single weather window this 

to do it. 
‘It’s not an indication that fast 

broadband is imminent; there’s a lot 
of engineering work still to do to 

the local links both on the island and 
the mainland.’

BT has estimated that the comple-
tion of the network on Tiree will be 
between July and December 2016.

The cabling forms part of the £146m 
Highlands and Islands project being 
led by Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE), with funding partners 
including the Scottish Government, 
HIE, and Broadband Delivery UK.

Around 400km of cables will link 
island communities.
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No dram-a 
with SAMS 
students

All charged 
for future of 
motoring

Rural doctors’ practices in dire 
need of life-saving treatment
VITAL signs for rural doctors’ prac-

Serious investment in both cash 
and training  are urgently required to 
make life-saving health care viable 

Oban, Islay, Mull, Appin, Mid 
Argyll, Inveraray and Kintyre are all 
suffering the same fate with a severe 

General Practitioner (GP) practices 
from every area of the west coast are 
struggling to recruit and resource the 
needs of the communities they set out 

In Argyll the problem has become 

so acute, patient care is beginning to 

At a public meeting held in Dalmal-
ly last week on the issue of reducing 
consultation hours, a woman rose 

when her mother suffered a massive 
stroke but by the time GPs arrived her 

The woman, speaking through 
tears, said: ‘I knew my mum was 
dead, but other people may not have 

Dalmally postmistress Gilli Chrys-
tal said: ‘Will we all have to be young 

The meeting of more than 140 
people in the community hall, saw 
a crowd intent on asking for a sin-

gle-handed practice to be returned 
to the village after 10 years as part of 

But by the end of the debate it 
turned to an impassioned plea from 

alongside the general practitioners to 
the plight of a choking rural health 

The meeting echoes those already 
held in Bunessan and Islay and 
discussion has taken place on 
community councils all over Argyll 
expressing concerns about the future 

Despite advertising permanent 
positions for GPs there are simply 
fewer general practitioners coming 

‘This has a knock-on effect on 

consultants who are obliged to do six 
months’ general practice training that 

‘Rural practice,’ senior Taynuilt 
practice GP Fiona MacPhee said: ‘is 

‘Forty per cent of medical student 

‘So, when it comes to recruiting 
staff, the geography and the hours of 

Dr MacPhee outlined a startling 
number of vacancies throughout the 

Inveraray Medical Practice has 
been using locum GPs for three and a 

half years, Lorn Medical Practice has 
been advertising a vacancy for nine 
months, Islay had to merge practices 
to offer health care, Mull has two 
vacancies in Bunessan and GPs who 
will not do out of hours cover, there is 

characle and Kintyre the same issues 
in recruitment and appointments are 

A contentious issue for rural prac-
tice is that GPs are working in a harsh 
economic climate, but patients, who 
are widely unaware of the problems, 
are beginning to see a downturn in 

The lack of a registrar, for instance, 
can reduce appointments available to 

A rural practice payment from the 

land for Argyll and Bute Community 

been allocated to practices in North 

There are now calls for this fund to 

After the meeting, Moira Newis, 
business manager for Taynuilt Med-
ical Practice, said: ‘Our main aim is 
to provide our practice population 
with a locally accessible, high quality 
service, aiming to preserve our 15 
-minute appointment system and a 
family-orientated approach ensuring 
patients see the professional with the 

No slate isles tiles 
to roof Luing centre
time  ‘roofed of the world’, but supplies 
are now so short of the historic tiles, that 
not enough can be found to roof a build-
ing being constructed on the original 

The Atlantic Islands Centre on Luing 
recently had a planning condition of 

and Bute council’s planning committee 
because ‘while it is considered important 

the character and appearance of the 
conservation area, it was not considered 

in this case to insist on the use of a slate 

quantities and its more sustainable use 
is with listed buildings rather than new 

The committee heard there was current-
ly ‘no working quarry which produces 

The underlying geology of the islands 
is Dalradian slate, which was quarried 

Quarry working began in 1630 and at 
the turn of the 20th century, the quarries 

were yielding some eight million slates 

was once one of the slate islands, located 

depth of 76 metres (249 ft) below sea level 

This was eventually swept away by the 
sea and little visible sign of the island 

Islanders are united in their desire to see 

are few reusable slates that come with any 

The council planning department now 
wants the Atlantic Islands Centre to bring 
forward other options of slate from the 
British Isles, similar to the Luing slate to 

This has divided the community, with 
those who believe the slate on the build-
ing should be from Luing or one of the 

And others who see the practicalities 
of recycling slate without any guarantee 
to the longevity of its usefulness to the 
building  as wasteful of the lottery cash 

A NEW SET of students have 
descended on Dunstaffnage to 
undertake courses at the Univer-
sity of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) at the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS).

Last week saw 25 students arrive 
for a four-year degree programme 
at the internationally renowned 
marine science centre, which is 
part of the UHI network.

One of the events organised to 
give the students (pictured right) 
an authentic taste of life in the 
west Highlands was how to savour 
(responsibly) a wee dram.

First year student Matthew 
Snape said: ‘I’m going to be living 
in Oban for a few years while 
I study for my degree, so I’m 

life here in the Highlands and 
Islands.  I must admit I jumped at 
the chance to try some of the local 
whisky. 

‘It was great to see what all the 
fuss is about and I’m looking 
forward to trying some more next 
time.’                                 15_t37college4

IN A recent story in The Oban 
Times, the contractor for a hous-
ing project in Dunbeg should have 
been referred to as TSL Contrac-
tors Limited and not Tobermroy 

The Case for the UK 
Your Questions Answered

Aros Hall, Tobermory
Monday 15 September at 7pm

Alan Reid MP
Public Meeting 

on The 
Referendum

Published & Promoted by Alan Reid,
 95 Alexandra Parade, Dunoon
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

I am frequently asked: 
‘How has your profession 
changed since you start-
ed?’ The answer is very 
simple…massively! Com-
puterisation was unheard 

computer was a huge IBM 
machine in an air-condi-
tioned room twice the size 
of my practice. Today, even 
a very basic pocket calcu-
lator has many times the 
computing power of that 
beast of a machine I started 
with. 
Virtually every piece of 
equipment I use today has 
some form of computerisa-
tion within. Today you will 
routinely have your retinas 
photographed and images 
displayed in real time on 
a computer screen beside 
you in the consulting room. 
Prior to that, we had to take 

sent off to a lab for pro-
cessing. Hopefully the pa-
tient had not blinked at the 
wrong moment obscuring 
the image. 
In my practice we have a 
dedicated retinal imaging 
suite. Like most optom-
etrists in Scotland I can 

obtain images of the cen-
tre of the retina. However, 
with the latest technology 

wide angle images view-
ing about 20 times more 
of your retinas. At the other 

tiny areas of the central ret-
ina enabling the diagnosis 
and subsequent monitoring 
of macular degeneration 
and glaucoma. With this 
sort of information much 
more accurate diagnosis 
and treatment regimes can 
be initiated.  
Where will all this technol-
ogy take us? Already there 
are tests being undertaken 
with implanting computer 
chips onto the retinas of 
the severely visually im-
paired giving them a very 
rudimentary form of sight. 
We have Google Glasses® 
with information projected 
into a virtual world imme-
diately in front of us. Tech-

have data from the vehicle 
instruments projected onto 
the windscreen so we don’t 
have to take our eyes off 
the road to check speed 

Exciting Times

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists 

The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

VISIT: pupils from Luing primary school visit the Atlantic Island centre

RAPID charging points for 
battery-powered vehicles are to 
be installed across Argyll and 
Bute, as the Scottish government 
encourages the use of greener 
vehicles, writes Steven Rae

Under the proposals there is 
to be a charging point every 35 
miles on all trunk roads in Scot-
land, an increase on the initially 

In Argyll and Bute there are 
already charging points for 
battery-operated vehicles in 
Oban, Dalmally, Inverliever, 
Clachan and on the  islands of 

A Transport Scotland 
spokeswoman said: ‘The Scottish 
government is keen to ensure 
that the charging network grows 
ahead of the increased adoption 
of electric vehicles to accelerate 

‘And it will continue to work 
with industry partners to 
determine the most appropriate 
approach to develop the network 

Skye hotel 
is whisky 
pub of year 
- yet again
been named the Whisky Pub of 

the banks of the river of the same 
name, was named the winner by 
the Good Pub Guide, an annual 
publication that rates different 

Sandy Coghill, who runs the 
hotel with his son, John, said: ‘The 
award is good because it’s one of 
these things you don’t nominate 
yourself for; it’s down to the 

we get people coming here on hol-
iday and then go on to show their 
friends and relatives pictures and 

‘I’d imagine the good service, 
nice bar, the welcoming environ-
ment and, of course, the 400 malt 
whiskies we have here is what the 

While not a particularly keen 
whisky drinker himself, Sandy 
understands the importance of it 
as a heritage and pastime to people 

‘Whisky drinking seems to be 
one of the few parts of the drinks 
trade that isn’t receding at all, and 
younger people in their 20s and 
30s seem to be a bit more clued up 
on their whisky than my age group 

we can’t even buy in Scotland any 
more, they’re exclusively export-
ed, so I’ve seen me going away 
abroad to bring a couple of bottles 
back with me, which also lets us 
advertise whiskies you can’t get 

Whisky Pub of the Year in 2011 

winning in 2012 and Glasgow 
in 2014, before the Sligachan 

Clarifi cation: TSL
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Verge cutting still 
remains tall order

Housing group to 
canvass for views

Banking boss on 
charm off ensive

Jobs for young on 
summit agenda

Air and sea will 
help deliver vote

A MAN who sexually abused three 
women over a 10-year period is 
facing a lengthy prison sentence.

Despicable Colin MacDonald, 45, 
was just 11 years old when he target-

younger, in Fort William.
The High Court in Edinburgh 

heard how he raped the young girl 
and sexually abused her over a 
six-year period in locations in Fort 
William and Inverness.

He also sexually assaulted a girl 
between 1981 and 1983 at an address 
in the Highland town. She was just 
nine years old when he attacked her.

Between August 1988 and August 
1991, MacDonald (pictured right) 
repeatedly abused another girl 
at an address in the Oban area.

his victims contacted police about 

MacDonald, of Potterhill Gardens, 
Perth, was found guilty on Monday, 
by a jury before judge Lord Jones, of 
sexual assault charges.

He had denied the charges, stating 
that his victims, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, were 
guilty of conspiring against him.
But the jury concluded there was 
enough evidence to convict him.

Remanding MacDonald in custody, 
Lord Jones deferred sentence in order 
for the court to obtain reports about 

MacDonald’s character. He said: ‘I 
will adjourn proceedings to a future 
date at the High Court in Edinburgh.’

During proceedings, the court 
heard how MacDonald was a 
young boy when he started sex-

The abuse began when he was a 
schoolboy  - he repeatedly sexually 
abused the younger girl at locations in 
Fort William and Inverness between 
May 1981 and January 1987. 

He raped the girl at an address in 
Fort William on an occasion between 
January 1983 and January 1987.
On another occasion between May 
1981 and June 1983, MacDonald also 
abused a girl at a location in the High-
land town and a third girl was sex-
ually abused at an address in Oban.
She was aged just 13 when the abuse 
began. 

During the trial, MacDonald told 
prosecution lawyer John Scullion: 
‘I’m the victim of a conspiracy.’ On 
Monday, Mr Scullion told the court 
that MacDonald had one previous 
conviction for assault. He received a 

Defence advocate Ronnie Renucci 
said his client had never served 
time in prison and the court should 
obtain reports about his character.
Lord Jones agreed and deferred 
sentence, but placed MacDonald on 
the Sex Offenders Register.

The rapist is due to be sentenced 
at the High Court in Edinburgh on 
October 6.

PLANS for a massive underwater car 
park in Oban bay have been scuttled 
by the council’s economic boss.

Oban developer Ian Dougall had 
submitted an audacious proposal to 
Argyll and Bute council last month 
to build a 500-space car park with a 
recreational area on top. 

But Fergus Murray, head of eco-
nomic development, said the business 
case behind the plan had too many 

Mr Murray said that before the 
council could consider any plans, 
full business cases would need to be 
prepared.

In his reply to Mr Dougall, he 
asked: ‘Have you undertaken full 
business cases for each of your ele-
ments - which is required for the use 
of public money?

‘Given the considerable scale of the 
proposed works, have you considered 
how this will assist with the conges-
tion issues, as I cannot agree that 
your proposals will do this?’ 

An Argyll and Bute council spokes-
woman said: ‘Whether these particu-
lar plans will be taken forward is 
not the council’s responsibility; that 
is the responsibility of the private 
developer.  

‘A developer could, for example, 
submit a planning application for 
consideration by the council where 

cantly extending its store opening hours.
The move from the premises on Corran 

Esplanade to a new style, open-plan 
branch will be after October 10, when a 

With proposed opening hours of 6am to 

says customers would have an extra 65 
hours and 30 minutes a week to access the 

The new location, McColls Retail Group 
at 128 George Street, is round the corner 
from the current shop. 

Customers and interested parties are in-
vited to give their comments on the move 
in a six-week public consultation.

The move is part of a major moderni-

network designed to make it easier for 
customers to do business through longer 
opening hours and modern, open-plan 
environments. 

it would be assessed with regard to 
relevant land use policies.’

Mr Dougall was disappointed the 
council had not offered more support.

He said: ‘If you always do what 
you’ve always done, you’ll always get 
what you’ve always got. With Argyll 
and Bute council that is not just a 
catchy cliché it’s a statement of fact 
on where we are and somewhere we 
need to get away from.’

He also claimed the council had 
now ‘blocked’ his email account, 
after receiving a message to say his 
correspondence was not accepted by 
the council’s system.

This option would be available to 
the local authority under ‘vexatious 
correspondents’ in its unacceptable 
actions policy. 

Mr Dougall continued: ‘Argyll and 
Bute council has unilaterally decided 
my lobbying of elected members and 
questioning council proposals is not 
to be tolerated and is blocking my 
email account and access to elected 
members. I would appreciate it if my 
civil liberties could be restored im-
mediately and be left alone to express 
my views.’

A spokesman for Argyll and Bute 
council said: ‘The accusation that the 
council has blocked this individual’s 
email address is not true, however, 
under the terms of our public sector 
network agreement, it would not be 
appropriate to comment further on 
our IT security policy.’

GRASS verge cutting is behind 
schedule in Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles with only a quarter of the 
programme completed.

The council blamed broken ma-
chinery for the delay, but insiders 
said lack of staff and ill health 
were the real problems.

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokesman said: ‘The cutting of 
grass verges in the rural (Lorn) 
area is slightly behind, with the 
overall programme just over a 
quarter complete. 

‘Work is prioritised where a need 

se. We will be prioritising higher 

A HOUSING association wants 
to hear the view of its tenants and 
the wider community on antisocial 
behaviour.

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) is reviewing 
its policy on matters such as drugs 
abuse, violence, homophobic, ra-
cial and sexual abuse, loud music, 
harassment and general neighbour 
nuisance. To join the consultation 
panel, contact ACHA on 0800 028 
2755 by Friday, September 26.

ROYAL BANK of Scotland 
boss for branches was in Oban 
recently to talk about the projects 
the George Street branch has 
supported.

Chris Wilson met Mary’s Meals 
and Oban Phoenix Cinema.

Mr Wilson is keen to forge links 
with all sectors of the community. 

Firm powers ahead in Argyll

Longer open hours promised

SUNK: Ian Dougall’s audacious plan for an underwater car park in Oban bay has been rejected. Mr Dougall (pictured inset) says he’s disappointed

decision to be 
made in private

The Oban 
Times
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MORVERN
lines

Lewis

A 15 FOOT Elf Faering, 
designed by Iain Oughtred, of 
Bernisdale, Skye, which is a 
close copy of a modern Norwe-
gian Oselver, with four oars for 
two rowers has been launched 
on Skye. 

The timber for the skiff came 
from Jake Willis on Morvern, 
plus a couple of vital bits from 
Matthew Reade on Mull and she 
took about 300 hours to build in 
a small poly tunnel.

The boat was built by Phillip 
Siddall of Tobermory.

The launching ceremony was 
performed on August 16 by 
Emily Woodhead, aged 10, who 
christened the boat Otter. The 
name is on the prow in tradition-
al Norse letters. 

WITH a new single due out in October and her fourth solo al-
bum set for release in February 2015, it’s a busy time for Sarah 
McQuaid.

Now she’s gearing up for a three-month tour that will see her 
playing 60 concerts coast-to-coast across the USA and end-to-
end up and down the UK including Cullipool Hall, Isle of Luing, 
on November 28. Tickets available on the door.

Earlier this year, the singer/songwriter/guitarist travelled from 
her adopted home in Cornwall, England, to the small town of 
Cornwall, New York, USA, where she spent three weeks record-
ing the new album.

PLANS to build a heritage centre in Lewis, celebrating commu-
nities who lived on the islands of St Kilda, have been backed by a 
senior Church of Scotland minister.

The Right Rev John Chalmers, Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland General Assembly, met last week with representatives 
of Ionad Hiort, a group dedicated to the preservation of the site, to 
discuss their proposals for a centre in Uig.

St Kilda archipelago is made up of four small islands on the 
Atlantic continental shelf off the coast of the Western Isles and is 
the remotest part of the British Isles.

Mr Chalmers said: ‘Looking out to St Kilda, one is conscious of 
how fragile life in a small community can be, but these folk are 
thinking ahead and thinking ambitiously about the creation of a 
heritage centre which would place them on the world map.

‘I hope to do everything in my power to help them make it 
happen.’

The proposed site for the centre is Geodha Sgoilt on Uig and 
Hamnaway Estate, which is a cliff-top location.

Iain Buchanan, chairman of Ionad Hiort, said: ‘I was very 

erary. 
‘I was also very pleased that both Right Rev John Chalmers and 

Mrs Chalmers got a little glimpse of these awe inspiring islands; 
they saw the site for Ionad Hiort in the very best conditions.’

Almost unchanged by man for millennia, the ecosystems on 

interest and ancient vernacular buildings.

LOCHGOIL water sports club has formally 
opened the new pontoon at its boat park on 
the western shore of the loch. 

The 56m pontoon has proven a great 

loading boats with equipment and supplies, 
enabling easy access to moorings and to 

help less-able members access vessels.
The supply and installation of the pontoon, 
opened formally on August 30, was funded 
by members of Lochgoil water sports club, 

Estate’s marine stewardship fund and 
National Lottery Awards for All.  

Alan Laidlaw at the Crown Estate said: 

our stewardship fund is designed for; 
improving access to the seas for everyone 
and providing a great community resource 
that will help build Lochgoil’s reputation as 
a popular sailing and yachting hub.’

ISLAY’S Port Mor lunch club has been on tour this summer. The 
Thursday club usually meets at Port Mor for a blether, lunch and 
to listen to a guest speaker.

But this summer it was decided to undertake three trips to 
different locations.

haired, local worthies set off for a delicious lunch at the Bally-

tea and home-baking. 
One member said that the quality of work on display was a real 

treat and that the delicious lunch and tea were the ‘icing on the 
cake’.

man and her staff. 
The afternoon was taken up with a visit to Ardbeg Distillery, 

where a free afternoon tea and cakes were provided. 
Many thanks were given to Ardbeg Distillery for this generous 

offer. One or two members with vigorous appetites were seen 

anyone were to ask them for a recommendation as to where to 
eat on Islay the above mentioned venues would be at the top of 
their lists.

18 when club members will visit Ionad Chalium Chille Ile - the 
Columba Centre on Islay - and Islay Square. 

PUPILS at Achaleven primary 
school were ‘visibly’ impressed 
by the donation of hi-visibility 
vests by Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 
recently.

The growing number of pupils 
meant the school didn’t have 
enough to go round so ACHA 
stepped in to help with the 
shortfall.

Since receiving the vests 

Alastair MacGregor on Tuesday 
September 2, the school has 
received comments from 
villagers saying how lovely it 
was to see the pupils wearing 
them.

The vests are worn for pupil 
safety on school trips and the 
weekly visit to the village hall 
for PE as the school is located on 
a busy road.

ARDGOUR primary school 
pupils were delighted when 
their vegetables won a shield 
at the recent horticultural 
show.  The school’s eco 
committee grew their own 
produce which came fi rst 
against all entries, including 
adult competitors. 

GLENGARRY’S fourth annual garden produce 
show proved to be as successful as previous 

entries and numbers up on last year. 
Vic MacPherson was among those picking 

up silverware in Invergarry Village Hall on 
Saturday, winning overall most points and the 

category. Organiser Gayle Rand said: ‘Thanks to 
all hall committee members, volunteer ladies in 

Vic MacPherson; most points in preserves and 
baking, Ann Sandilands; photography, Aileen 
Cameron and D A Cameron; arts and crafts, 

children’s section trophy, Sophie Rand; high 

Grant MacCallum; most points in show, Vic 
MacPherson; David MacCallum Memorial 

DUROR primary school pupils 
have been learning all about 
vegetables and transforming 
them into tasty meals.

The children invited family 
and friends to share their tasty 
treats at their annual taster day 
last week.

The event had to be switched 
to the village hall because it has 
become such a popular event.

A PIECE of important art has come back to the area where it 
originated from. 

‘Summer Evening, Aros, Isle of Mull’ was painted in 1885 
by well-known Victorian landscape artist Waller Hugh Paton 
(1828-1895). The scene is of Aros Castle and was captured 
from a knoll near the white house looking south west across 
Port nam Buitsichean to the hangman’s rock below the castle 
with Salen village and Ben More in the background.

the open air. He specialised in scenery and was particularly 
skilful at catching the purple evening light on the hills. He 

in Scotland and was commissioned by Queen Victoria to 
make a drawing for her of Holyrood Palace. This interesting 

attention to detail.

BACK HOME: Summer’s Evening, Aros, Mull, painting by 
Waller Hugh Paton 1885.

Important Victorian art work returns

THERE are reports of small shoals of herring being seen in 
these waters this summer but will they ever be as plentiful as 
they were a century or more ago? 

The local ‘hot spots’ used to be Loch Sunart and Loch Leven. 
Records show that in 1859 a single smack caught no less than 

cran and valued at 1/- per 100, this represented a considerable 
income at the time. 

Lachlan Maclean from Coll, in his book ‘The Native 
Steamboat Companion’ published in 1845, says that he saw 500 

them were probably open skiffs, 15 to 16 feet long, with hoisted 
brown sails. What a sight that must have been. 

The late Alistair Cameron from Sunart, who wrote under the 
pen name ‘North Argyll’ and whose erudite letters and articles 
graced these columns for more than 50 years, believed the last 

autumn of 1902.
1859 was also a good year for herring catches in Loch Leven. 

During a night in September - it was illegal to net during 
daylight hours - one vessel lifted no less than 60 crans which 
sold at 10/- each. 

One eye-witness, who was familiar with the movement of 
herring in the loch over a long period, estimated there must 
have been the equivalent of more than 50,000 barrels of them 
swimming around at the time.

If herring were plentiful north of Oban, their numbers were 
even greater in the Sound of Islay and around Jura. 

Ian Mackinnon, a Jura man now living at Kilmelford, has 
a great interest in and a wide knowledge of the island’s past 
history - especially its remote west coast. Ian tells me there 
was once a herring-curing station at Cruib on the north shores 
of Loch Tarbert where boats from Campbeltown, Oronsay, 
Colonsay and Ireland would take their catches for processing. 

Many of them lived ashore in large caves between Cruib and 
Ruantallain where the remains of rusting bed ends and iron 
stoves can still be seen. There was even a school in one of the 

recorded in Loch Tarbert and in 1894 the total catch in the 
Sound of Islay and Loch Tarbert for one season, amounted to 
35,000 cran which sold at 10/- to 15/- shillings each.

Memories of golden age of herring

ARGYLL is fortunate in having many lighthouses around its 
shores. 

One of the most spectacular is Skerryvore, the tallest 

rock 12 miles south-west of Tiree. It was serviced from Tiree 

design of Alan Stevenson whose nephew Robert Louis was the 
famous writer and author of Kidnapped.

50 men worked on the rock when the lighthouse board started 
building in April 1838. Judging by their surnames most of them 
were probably local. 

a clerk and an inspector of tools and shipping. The masons 
received 3/10d a day; the quarriers 2/6d; the smiths 3/4d; the 
labourers 1/8d; the cook 3/-; the inspector and the foreman 

a horse from Edinburgh to Tiree overland by Inveraray and 

cook from Aberdeen to Tiree and 4/9d to Peter MacDonald 
with boat and crew discharging coal’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Lighthouse facts and fi gures

OUT AND ABOUT: Port Mor lunch club members enjoy a change 
of venue at the Cyber Cafe in Port Ellen

Islay

Luing

BOOST: members and guests, including piper Martyn Wilson, celebrate the opening of the Lochgoil water sports club pontoon   
Photograph courtesy Derek Prescott

Lochgoil club celebrates pontoon launch 

Duror

LITTLE CHEFS: Duror 
Primary School pupils 
enjoyed cooking and 
tasting diff erent 
vegetables

BE SEEN: Achaleven pupils model their new hi-vis vests as Alastair  
MacGregor of ACHA looks on

Skye

ACHA steps in to help 
young Achaleven pupils

SUCCESS: prizewinners at the Glengarry garden produce show SPECTACULAR: Skerryvore lighthouse

Glengarry growers produce the goods

Ardgour



Thursday 11 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
OT

www.facebook.com/obantimes

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes

FASHIONISTAS around Oban are invited to 
attend a night of fun, fashion and fundraising to 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of Specsavers in 
Oban.

On Saturday September 20 from 7pm, 
Specsavers Oban will host a special fashion show 
at community-owned Oban Phoenix Cinema.

A national clothes chain had been lined up to 
put on the event - but had to pull out at the last 
minute. 

Resourceful workers at the opticians made 
some frantic phone calls to which the response 
has been overwhelming.

Small and independent businesses from 
throughout the town are now taking over the 
event and will show off clothes, underwear, 
glasses, shoes, vintage and much more.

Bringing the look of the show together will be 
the staff at barbers and beauty shop Spruce who, 
along with others taking part in the show, are 
giving their time for free.

For fundraisers there will be drinks, snacks, 
music, entertainment and a catwalk show 
featuring the latest in trendy eyewear and 
clothing. 

All proceeds from the evening will go to 
fundraising group Friends of Oban Community 
Play Park, which aims to raise £400,000 to create 
an all-inclusive play and recreation space beside 
Atlantis Leisure.

Ken Macdonald of Specsavers said: ‘We’ve 
looked after the eye health of Oban residents for 
more than a decade so we wanted to organise 
something that everyone in the local community 

could enjoy. We’ve recruited lots of glamorous 
models, from family and friends to our lovely 
customers. I’m hoping lots of people will join 
us for what’s shaping up to be a fantastic night 
to boost a really worthwhile cause. There is 
currently no inclusive play park for children 
in Oban to enjoy, with the nearest being a 
two-hour car drive away. A new park will give 
local kids a much-needed space where they can 

community.’ 
Ken added: ‘I’m so pleased we can have an 

evening of fun celebrating our tenth birthday 
while also helping such a brilliant charity.’

Tickets cost £6.50 per person and £3.50 for 
concessions and can be bought from Specsavers 
Oban at 70 George Street.

Specsavers Oban styles it up at 
fashion show for play park

FUNDRAISERS: staff  and volunteers from Specsavers who will be putting on a fashion show in Oban cinema later this month

THE SOUTH Uist community is 
mourning a young footballer who 
died in a car accident on Saturday 
night. 

The 19-year-old, named locally 

people in a car which ploughed into 
a fence at the junction of the A865 
and B888, Daliburgh, at around 
8.40pm. 

Mr MacPhee was taken to Uist 
and Barra Hospital but died as 
a result of his injuries. The four 
other men, three 16- year-olds and 
a 19-year-old, were also taken to 
hospital for treatment for minor 

injuries.  The road is the main route 
through Uist and was closed for 
several hours during investigations. 

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said: ‘Five males within the vehicle 
were taken to Uist and Barra 
Hospital but sadly, as a result of 
his injuries from the collision, a 
19-year-old male died. 

‘His next of kin have been 
informed and a report will be 

Carl, known as ‘DooDoos’, 
played with Iochdar Saints Football 
Club, which plays in the Uist and 
Barra amateur league.

TWO LOCHABER charities are 
appealing to the community for help 
to win a ‘vital’ grant of up to £3,000. 

The money from a Bank of Scotland 
scheme would be a boost to the funds 
of both groups and potentially stop 
one from closing down - but they 
need votes from the public to win. 

Shopmobility Lochaber and The 
Buzz Project have both been shortlist-
ed for the grant, along with charities 
in Iona and Oban. 

Billy Ward, co-ordinator of Shop-
mobility Lochaber, said the cash 
would allow the charity to continue 
providing mobility scooters and 
wheelchairs to the group’s 876 reg-
istered clients, many of whom would 
not be able to shop in Fort William 
without the service. 

It would also be used to pay the 
wages of the shopmobility van driver, 
who delivers and collects equipment 
to the outskirts of Lochaber. 

Mr Ward added that without the 

A FORT William woman has 
been nominated to represent 
West Highland College UHI for a 
student of the year award. 

Donna Calder, who studies 
early education and childcare at 
the town campus, was one of two 
women to win the college award 
and will now go on as a contender 
for the overall UHI title. 

Ms Calder was nominated by 
her lecturers for her ‘exceptional 
academic and personal 
achievements’ including juggling 
her education with part time 
work and raising young children. 

Mature student Lesley Ann 
Boath from Fort William was 
also named one of West Highland 
College’s students of the year. 

The administration and IT 
pupil was chosen for ‘striving to 
support other students’ and for 

students to gain a work placement.

POLICE have reported a man to the 

with an offensive weapon and what 
they suspected to be drugs. 

The 24-year-old was searched 
and arrested at Stornoway ferry 
terminal at 9.15pm  on Tuesday 
September 2 and the substance has 
been sent for analysis.

A Police Scotland spokesman said: 
‘The man was stopped and searched 
at the Stornoway ferry terminal as 
part of ongoing police activities to 
combat the supply of drugs to the 
islands. He was detained and taken 
to Stornoway Police Station and 
subsequently arrested.’

A FAMILY-RUN Mallaig smoke-
house has won a national award 
for its kippers. 

Owners of J Lawrie and Sons, 
known as Jaffy’s, were presented 
with the best Scottish speciality 
award at the Great Taste 
ceremony on Saturday night. 

Jaffy’s is now run by a third 
generation of Lawries and is the 
only traditional kipper yard left 
in Mallaig. 

Jeff Lawrie said: ‘We’re chuffed 
to win this great award for the 
second time. We won in 2011 
and lots of people recognise how 
prestigious the award is.’ 

Charities in urgent appeal 
for vital £3,000 grant vote

GETTING AROUND: volunteers at Shopmobility Lochaber with two regular clients who rely on the service                                                                                                                                    

grant the charity may lose this ser-
vice. He said: ‘My driver’s contract 
ended in November and he’s been 
working on a month-to-month basis 
but I don’t know how much longer I’ll 
be able to pay him. People rely on this 
vital service. A lot of people say they 
couldn’t manage without us. They 
just wouldn’t be able to walk up and 
down the high street.’ 

Shopmobility has received count-
less testimonials over the years; a 
recent one from a couple on holiday 
in Fort William called the support ‘in-
valuable’ and ‘an absolute godsend’. 

But with an annual shortfall of 
£18,000, volunteers fear for the future 
of the charity. 

Mr Ward said: ‘We’re doing as much 
as we can. We do collections and I’m 
always writing applications for fund-
ing to businesses but companies just 
don’t have the same money to give 
away any more. If we keep making 
losses the way we have been we’re 
inevitably going to run out of money.’ 

The Buzz Project in Lochaber has 
also been shortlisted for the prize. The 
group aims to help young people in 
the area express themselves through 
an old bus which has been converted 
into a music studio. 

Senior youth worker Simon 
Nicholls describes his mission as ‘to 
enable young people aged 14-25 in the 
Highlands, particularly Lochaber, to 

He wants the youth he helps to learn 
how to express needs, wants and ide-

self-awareness and learn skills which 

workplace. 
Mr Nicholls said if his project won 

the £3,000 grant he would combine 
it with the £5,000 recently received 
from a Lloyds TSB scheme to hire 
a youth therapist. ‘We’re aiming to 
do anything we can to reduce the 
high amounts of youth suicides in 
the area,’ he said. ‘Right now it’s the 
highest rate in western Europe and 
that’s Lochaber alone.

‘We don’t want to be seen as 
competing against other charities, 
especially not local ones. We want 
to participate with them and work 
together to improve the lives of our 
young people.’ 

The charity with the most votes will 
win £3,000, the group in second place 
will receive £2,000 with £1,000 and 
£500 going to third and fourth place 
respectively. 

Charles Kennedy, MP for Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber urged his con-
stituents to take part in the vote. He 
said: ‘Shopmobility Lochaber and 
The Buzz Project are important local 
charities that have been rightly rec-
ognised for the work they do. The 
chance to be awarded a grant of up 
to £3,000 from the Bank of Scotland 
is an opportunity not to be missed. I 
encourage everyone to get involved.’

Voting is open until Friday October 
10 at www.bankofscotland.com/
communityfund.

College UHI award 
winners celebrate

Man found with 
off ensive weapon

Taste of success for  
Jaff y’s kippers 

HELPING YOUNGSTERS: Simon Nicholls, left, and Chris Adams say they 
would use the grant to hire a youth therapist for The Buzz Project                                                                                                           

20_f37charities02

TRAGIC LOSS: Carl MacPhee    

South Uist mourns 
death crash teenager



Six pupils started in Fort William R.C primary’s

mainstream class this year

There are just two new Islay primary ones in 

Bowmore primary school’s Gaelic medium unit

Primary one pupils in Port Charlotte primary school on Islay enjoy the sunshine

The seven primary ones of St Bride’s, Onich

New Primary one pupils at Killin primary school - Callum, 

Niall, Innes and Isla. 

Lochaber’s Lochyside R.C primary school’s new primary ones

Pupils at Bunessan primary, Mull, show off  their similes for the camera

The new primary one pupils in class 2/1 this term at Park primary, Oban,

whose teacher is Miss Diane Black

The new primary one class at Park primary, Oban, whose teacher is Miss Mairi Dunlop
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A MOBILE phone company is offering 100 rural commu-
nities the chance to apply for ‘good mobile reception’.

Vodafone said it would give the opportunity to places 
where there is currently poor mobile coverage. 

A spokesman for the company said: ‘There are six 

communities, local councils, parishes and members of 
parliament to apply. 

‘It is an opportunity worth exploring, as mobile coverage 

their job more effectively and on some occasions, even 
helping homes sales in rural areas suffering because of 
being a black spot. 

‘Having 3G signal can help boost the economy in all 
ways and provide the assurance of being in contact with 

Argyll MSP Michael Russell, who has been campaigning 
on the issue, said every area should have good mobile re-
ception as it was an essential service for local communities. 

Applications for the Rural Open Sure Signal programme 

connected by the end of the year.  For more information 
on the programme and how to apply visit www.vodafone.
co.uk/rural.

Ardchonnel wind farm plan to 
go before Holyrood ministers

AN APPEAL against a decision to site a wind farm on 
‘sensitive tourist land’ has been lodged with the Scottish 
government.

The application for Ardchonnel wind farm, near Loch 
Awe, was turned down by Argyll and Bute councillors 
earlier this year, but Kilchrenan and Dalavich community 
councillors have been dismayed to hear it is now going 
before Holyrood ministers.

The development is for 15 turbines on land owned by 
Conservative shadow environment spokesman Jamie 
McGrigor, MSP.

Developer RWE Innology UK said: ‘After re-considering 
all the relevant information, we remain convinced that  
Ardchonnel is a viable proposal. It is located in Argyll and 
Bute council’s proposed area of search for wind turbines 
and sits on a site which has no landscape or indeed any 
other statutory designations.

‘In addition, the nearest settlement with visibility of 
the Ardchonnel turbines would be approximately three 
kilometres from the site. The proposal has had no statutory 
objections and has the support of both Glenorchy and Inn-
ishail and Inverarary community councils.  

‘It also has strong support from the community and local 
businesses as demonstrated by letters of local support 
which were sent to Argyll and Bute council prior to the 
hearing.’

But protesters said it would devastate the landscape, ruin 
tourism and that no consideration was being given to the 
wider issues of the ‘true’ requirements of energy needs.  

Mull interests are very much 
on our agenda, says council

A positive signal from mobile  
operators to rural communities

Armed forces help to reverse 
downward population trend

THE POPULATION of Argyll and Bute has bucked the 
national trend by showing a small increase, with an ad-
ditional 1,150 people, according to government statistics.

The council said the increase was due to a ‘movement 
of armed forces personnel into the area’. The population 

Meeting point will be focus of 
town’s new pier development
Committee set to give go-ahead for major transformation to Oban’s seafront

PLANS for Oban’s North Pier were 
due to be given the thumbs up by 
councillors at a special meeting of 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee, as The Oban Times went 
to press.

A space to hold up to 1,700 spec-
tators, facilities for seafarers and a 
place for cruise ship passengers to 
shelter from the elements were being 

whether or not to agree a multi-mil-
lion pound funding programme to 
get the project under way by early 
2015.

Along with the North Pier devel-
opment, plans for the Stafford Street 
pedestrianisation scheme -in the 
pipeline for decades - were also due to 
be approved.  Linda Houston, Argyll 
and Bute’s town centre regeneration 
manager, has asked councillors to 
agree the full business cases for both 
town projects.

Argyll and Bute council revealed 
to The Oban Times last month that it 
had spent upwards of £700,000 to get 
the project to this stage. 

It is understood that having incurred 
the huge expense of formulating the 
plans, it is unlikely that the plans will 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Haulier who put 
looks over safety 
cut down to size

AN ISLAY haulier who put his 
own commercial interests ahead of 
safety considerations will have to 

next three months.
Fraser Woodrow, of Bridgend, 

had his licence limited to three 

Commissioner, Joan Aitken, after 
she ruled that his reputation had 
been ‘severely tarnished’.

In a written decision, she con-
cluded that Fraser Woodrow was 

and added that he would ‘sweat the 

as possible.
This resulted in routine safety 

inspections not being done on 
time. The Islay operator’s mainte-
nance records produced at a public 
inquiry in May 2014 revealed vehi-
cles were supposed to be inspected 
every six weeks.

However, these were consistently 
missed, with some vehicles going 
up to 14 weeks between safety 
checks.

Miss Aitken also found that 
defects reported by drivers were 

opportunity, including worn tyres 
not being replaced.

The regulator concluded that Mr 
Woodrow’s service history was 
one of the worst she had seen in 
recent years.

Miss Aitken said Mr Woodrow 
had built himself a niche in the 
economy of Islay and that, like 
many operators, he had a great 
pride in the look of his vehicles.

But she added that ‘behind the 
shiny livery there lurks a non-com-
pliant operator’.

FOCAL POINT: 
The new facility will be a 
place for visitors and locals 
alike to gather

The proposals will see Oban’s 
White Building, where the Mac-
Queen Brothers Charitable Shop is 
located, demolished with a maritime 
visitor centre replacing the building 
stretching between the St Columba 
hotel and the Ee-usk restaurant. The 
plans include removing at least nine 
parking spaces on the North Pier.

The current access into the car park 
would also be removed.

Plans drawn up by Edinburgh archi-

located inside the partially roofed 

cilities, locker rooms, shower rooms 
and a kitchen are all located inside the 
building with open views to the north 
and south.

The second major development will 
be for the public space at Stafford 
Street. While the council has noted 
there has still to be a management 
agreement with traders for the upkeep 
of the area, plans include seating 

The council’s plan to introduce a 
taste of ‘cafe culture’ to the town cen-
tre have been developed by another 
company, Capita.

ARGYLL and Bute council has issued an ardent message to 
the people of Mull, saying it does care for them - despite the 
deputy chair of the community council saying otherwise.

A council spokesman said the local authority had spent 
more than £6 million over the last three years on roads 
alone.

The spokesman continued: ‘It is simply not the case to 
suggest that the council is not interested in the people of 
Mull. The capital element of recent works on Mull has 
focused on improving the quality of the existing road 
infrastructure to ensure that the network can support the 
economy of the island.’

Deputy chairman of Mull community council, Calum 
MacLachlainn, of Tobermory, had claimed the local 
authority had ignored various emails from the community 
council which led him to conclude the council ‘wasn’t 
interested’.
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The quality 
and standard 
of the 
applicants 
is a great 
refl ection of 
the creativity 
and talent 
in Argyll ”

The Duchess of Argyll

Business editor@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568000

THE WINNERS have been 
announced for a hotly contested 
competition, run by Argyll and Bute 
council’s Business Gateway, to show-
case their products at this year’s Best 
of the West Festival in Inveraray. 

Craft companies Wood Turner 
Products, Calgary Crafts, The Little 
Stitch Company and Crubag, beat 
off stiff competition to show their 
products in the Business Gateway 
sponsored craft tent for one day over 
the festival weekend, which runs this 
Saturday (September 13) and Sunday 
(September 14). 

Catherine Bloy, owner of Calgary 
Crafts, which is based on Lismore, 
is one of the winners and she will be 
exhibiting her quirky Scottish home 
wares and accessories on Saturday. 

On learning she had secured a 
place, Catherine said: ‘I’m ecstatic 
to have been selected and am really 
excited about showing my products 
to the local people, fellow crafters 
and visitors of Argyll. 

‘I moved to the west coast of 
Scotland recently and have found the 
community extremely welcoming, so 
I’m delighted to be contributing to 
the local economy.’

Catherine will be joined in the 
craft tent by Eric Large, of Wood 
Turner Products, based in Dunoon, 

who offers high quality handcrafted 
products including globes, kitchen 
accessories and home wares, all 
made out of Scottish wood. 

Sunday will see Raine Davidson 
of The Little Stitch Company, from 
Helensburgh, exhibit her personal 
and home accessories crafted out of 
iconic Harris Tweed fabric.  

Jessica Giannotti of Crubag, from 
Dalmally, will also be there. 

Jessica earned her spot in the tent 
thanks to her one-of-a-kind textiles 

of the ocean and her marine science 
background.  

To win a place in the craft tent, 
companies were asked to say in 250 
words why their products represent 
the best of the west. 

The local Business Gateway team 
then shortlisted eight, based on the 
quality and appeal of their products, 
the strength of their sales pitch and 

festival overall.  
Three judges,  event host The Duch-

ess of Argyll, Fergus Murray, head of 
economic development and Strategic 
Transportation for the council and 
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, the 
council’s policy lead for sustainable 
economic growth, had the unenviable 
job of selecting the winners.

The Duchess of Argyll said:  ‘I’ve 
really enjoyed judging and thought 
the quality and standard of the 

creativity and talent in Argyll. 
‘We are looking forward to seeing 

them at Best of the West.’
More than 70 musicians, ranging 

from modern trad bands to Gaelic 
singers, will perform at Best of the 
West, creating the perfect soundtrack 
to accompany the picturesque back-
drop of Inveraray Castle. 

The festival has a strong food and 
drink theme with fresh, local produce 
available, including Mull cheddars, 
Loch Fyne oysters and Bute jams, 
while more than 20 whisky distiller-
ies are on hand to match dish to dram.  

For youngsters, there will be a 
climbing wall, face painting, laser 
blast and an art area, meaning there 
will never be a dull moment during 
this unforgettable family experi-
ence.   With live music until 6.30pm 
and regular coaches, the festival 
is perfect for day-trippers.  www.
bowfest.co.uk

The local Business Gateway team 
will also be at the event to explain 
more about the business support on 
offer to entrepreneurs in Argyll and 
Bute. 

Any business, whether new or exist-

Best are heading for Inveraray

ing, looking for support can contact 
Business Gateway across the region 
and there are advisers who have 
skills, experience and importantly, 
local knowledge to help businesses 
plan for the future.

ness Gateway can help you set up and 
develop your own business call 01546 
604 555 or visit www.bgateway.com

SMOKED salmon from South Uist 
is receiving plaudits from food and 
industry experts across the UK.

Loch Duart Artisan Smoke-
house’s oak smoked salmon has 
won a Great Taste award for 2014 
and is now able to carry the black 
and gold label.

The blind-tasted food awards 
are judged by more than 400 food 
critics, chefs, cooks, members of 
women’s rural institutes, farmers 
and food writers. 

CAREERS advisers from across 
Argyll and Lochaber recently had 

range of jobs on offer in land-based 
and aquaculture industries.

The day-long seminar at Oban’s 
Corran Halls was run by Lantra, 
the UK’s sector skills council 
for land-based, aquaculture and 
environmental industries.

It brought together 24 careers 
advisers, a range of industry speakers 
and young people from the sector’s 
modern apprenticeship programme.

By updating local careers advisers’ 
knowledge of opportunities in the 
land-based sector, these events aim 
to attract new entrants to industries 
which often have ageing workforces,  
said Ishbel Crawford, project 
manager with Lantra.

She said:  ‘Each year Lantra 
delivers careers adviser events across 
the country with colleagues from 
Skills Development Scotland, as it’s 
a great way to share information 
about the career opportunities out 
there. When the advisers meet 
local employers, they acquire up-
to-date knowledge about career 
opportunities, progression routes and 
transferable skills.’

She said that new entrants to 
the industry could get a better 
understanding of opportunities 
available to them, whether they’re 
school leavers or just thinking 
about a change of career. ‘It’s also 
important we make people aware of 

land-based sector offers,’ she added.

Angus MacFadyen of Bragleemore 
Farm, near Oban. Through talking 

Just the job on land and sea

Working model to bolster business

Hazel has strength in depth

Online help at the touch of 
a button with new webinars

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS: delegates at the Oban careers event                                              

DESIGNS ON SUCCESS: Jessica Giannotti of Crubag from Dalmally will be 
showcasing her crafts at the Best of the West Festival in Inveraray                         

Mucking in with 
plans for major 
island investment

Smokehouse lifts 
another accolade

Rural parliament 
heads to Oban

EIGHT WIN PRESTIGIOUS WEST FESTIVAL SPOT 

ARGYLL and Bute council’s 
Business Gateway has kicked off its 
autumn schedule of free business 
skills workshops, with places already 
booking up for many of the popular 
workshops. 

Anyone looking to boost their busi-
ness skills should book now to ensure 
they get a place.  

A range of workshops is being run 
right across Argyll and Bute, includ-
ing several on the islands.  

The ‘Marketing Your Business’ 
workshop is aimed at existing small 
and micro-businesses with ambitions 
for growth.  

The workshop provides a practical 
approach, using real examples and 

shared best practise to cover mar-
kets and competitors, identifying 
customer needs, setting marketing 
objectives and budgets, deciding on 
the marketing mix and measuring 
activity. 

The trainer is an experienced mar-
keteer who also runs a business based 
in Argyll. 

The ever popular social media 
workshops are back thanks to high 
demand, with the ‘Introduction to 
Social Media for Business’ giving an 
overview of how Facebook, Twitter 
and Linked In can work for business.

‘Developing a Social Media 
Strategy’ workshop will build  on 
this further to engage customers and 

grow a business. Anyone looking 

should book on to the ‘Build Your 
Own Business Website’ workshop, 
whilst those wanting to review their 

your Business Website Performance’ 
helpful. 

‘Online Trading Essentials’ 
introduces participants to the basics 
of online trading, covering online 
booking systems and payment and 
the key legislation.

‘Practical Basic Bookkeeping’ is 
aimed at those new to business and 
with little or no formal training in 
book-keeping and will help partici-

for their business. Two human 
resources-based workshops are also 
available, with ‘Becoming an Em-
ployer’ aimed at those taking on staff 

most out of your People’ designed to 
help employers manage and develop 
the staff within their business. 

For those thinking about self-em-
ployment, the one and a half day 
‘Business Start-up’ workshop helps 
attendees develop their ideas into 
a practical and effective plan for 
starting a new business. 

In the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
the workshop schedule is as follows: 
‘Business Start-up’  workshop Octo-
ber 7 and 8  in Oban and November 

12 and 13  on Mull; ‘Practical Basic 
Book-keeping’  October 14 in Oban 
and December 3 on Mull; ‘Improve 
your Business Website’  October 
28 in Oban and  November 18 on 
Mull; ‘Online Trading Essentials’ 
November 17 on Mull; ‘Introduction 
to Social Media for Business’ fol-
lowed by ‘Developing a Social Media 
Strategy’ on October  7  in Oban and 
October 9 in Inveraray; ‘Marketing 
Your Business’ in Oban on October  
2 and on Mull November 4. 

about the workshops, contact the 
Business Gateway team on 01546 
604555 or email business.gateway@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

FROM October, Argyll and Bute 
council’s Business Gateway is 
partnering with HM Revenue and 
Customs in a pilot series of live we-
binars, covering a variety of topics 
for both business owners and the 
self-employed.  

The live webinars last an hour 
and are interactive - giving par-
ticipants the opportunity to ask 
questions and get an answer from 
experts at HMRC and Business 
Gateway. The topics covered in-
clude self-employment, allowable 
business expenses, completing an 
online tax return, getting started 
as an employer and preparing to 
operate PAYE.

To help as many people as possible 
to take advantage of this innovative 
new service, participants can 
choose to join the evening sessions 
online from the comfort of their 
own home or from work premises, 
or for the afternoon webinars, 

in Lochgilphead or online.   
Anyone interested in partici-

pating should get in touch with 
the local Business Gateway team 

forward the web links or save you a 
space alongside the team. Contact 
Business Gateway on 01546 604555 
or email business.gateway@ar-
gyll-bute.go.uk 

LEADING salmon farming 
company Marine Harvest is 
investing £3 million on its Small 
Isles salmon farm on the isle of 
Muck.

Part of this investment will fund 
the construction of new homes to 

the six new jobs the site will create.

sea’ farms planned for Scotland’s 
west coast, and is currently being 
stocked with smolts.

The project is part of a wider 
£80million investment programme 
designed to meet the growing 
demand for Scottish salmon.

The new farm comprises 10 
circular pens, around 400ft in 
diameter, which will produce up 
to 4,000 tonnes of salmon every 
two years. A 300-tonne feed barge 
is in the process of being built in 
Inverness by Gael Force Marine.

transported by well boat to the 
harvesting station at Mallaig, then 
by road to Fort William to be 
gutted.

Alan Sutherland, managing 
director of Marine Harvest, said: ‘

We work in a sector that brings 
much-needed jobs and prosperity 
to some of the most remote and 
fragile communities in Scotland 
and we’re delighted to be playing 
our part in creating a sustainable 
future for this lovely island. 

‘One of the things that can hold 
back development in remote 
communities is a shortage of 
housing. We’ve solved the problem 

‘They are suitable for families so 
the development of the farm should 
hopefully help sustain the local 
primary school.’

The company has also established 
a community fund to help support 
local projects.

about his own experiences of getting 
into and working in agriculture, 
Angus highlighted the importance 
of the sector to the economy, 

needed and stressed there were many 
ways for people with non-farming 
backgrounds to join the industry.

He was followed by Joanne 
Maclean from Forestry Commission 
Scotland and John Little from private 
forestry company UPM Tilhill. 

within forestry, covering vocational 
and academic entry routes, working 

positions.
Lisa Connell and Iain MacIntyre 

from the Scottish Salmon Company 
rounded off the industry presentations 
with a view of the robust state of 
Scottish salmon farming and the 
ambitious targets which have been 
set by the Scottish government for 
2020. 

They believe there are clear 
demands for new entrants and 
that their industry offers jobs and 
opportunities for progression in 
some of the most remote and fragile 
communities in Scotland. 

Last speaker of the day was 
Ruairidh McKinnon, 18, currently 
employed at Pennygown Farm on 
Mull as a modern apprentice working 
at level three in agriculture with 

Scotland’s Rural College. Ruairidh 
spoke passionately about his route 
into the agriculture industry and 
received a well-deserved round of 
applause.

The closing session was run by 
Roddy Bailey, Skills Development 
Scotland’s team leader in Argyll. 

He explained how similar events 
helped Skills Development Scotland 
to increase the career management 
skills of their school pupil and adult 
customers. 

in land-based and aquaculture 
industries, call Lantra on 01738 
646762 or visit their careers website 
at www.lantra.co.uk/careers

INVERLUSSA Marine Services, 
based on Mull, has appointed a new 
commercial manager.

Hazel Phillips, 58, brings a wealth 
of experience in the world of marine 
support services to the job and will 
be tasked with helping to steer 
Inverlussa to further expansion.

Ben Wilson, operations director, 
said: ‘We have expanded quite 
quickly in the last two or three years, 

our workforce.
‘With 12 more crew joining us, 

Hazel will be helping us strengthen 
the much-valued business we 
already have, while exploring new 
options for expansion.’

Having worked her way 
up through the ranks with a Clyde-
based towing company which 
changed hands several times during 

her 26-year career there, Mrs Phil-
lips progressed to manager of the 

and Northern Ireland.
She left the company, which was 

at that stage run by Danish opera-
tors Svitzer, to take on the post of 
general manager with the wind farm 
support company Turbine Transfers, 
a subsidiary of the Holyhead Tow-
ing Company in Anglesey.

Turbine Transfers had eight 
vessels when Mrs Phillips, a native 
of Aberdeen, began working there 
in 2010 and had expanded to 35 

this year, when she left.
Mr Wilson said: ‘We are delighted 

that Inverlussa has been able to at-
tract someone of Hazel’s calibre and 
she will be invaluable in the future 
growth of our business.’  

EXPERIENCED OPERATOR: new commercial director Hazel Phillips

REGISTRATION for the Scottish 
Rural Parliament, which takes 
place in Oban from November 6-8, 
has opened. 

The three-day event is expected 
to attract more than 400 people 
from rural Scotland, mostly those 
who are members of local commu-
nity groups and organisations. 

It is open to anyone living or 
working in rural Scotland and is 
independent from but backed by 
Scottish Government. 

Details of the Rural Parliament 
events and booking processes are 
now available on the website: www.
scottishruralparliament.org.uk

Your ambition. Our know-how. Together 
we can make your new business happen.
Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your 
local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.
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We are all very 
proud of Kelie 
and Claire ”

Duncan MacPhee

TWO LOCHABER women have 
been honoured with law awards after 
beating off competition from across 
the country. 

Claire MacAlpin and Kelie Cooper, 
both of Fort William-based legal 

titles at the Law Awards of Scotland 
in Glasgow last week, having bee 
recognised for their talent and hard 
work over staff of major national 

Miss MacAlpin, from Onich, won 
trainee of the year for her work in 
family, civil and employment law. 

secretary then moved on to managing 

having completed conveyancing 
paralegal exams before combining 
work with study to achieve a diploma 
in legal practice with distinction at 
the University of Glasgow. 

during the traineeship to a diverse 
range of cases, at different stages, 
means that my knowledge and 
practical experience has increased 

NEARLY 400 new and returning 
students joined West Highland 
College UHI this week, with record 
numbers in some courses.

across Lochaber, Skye and Wester 
Ross opened on Friday with a week 
of activities to kick start the term. 

signed up to the adventure tourism 
management degree course, based 

CHILDREN in the Highlands are to 

as part of a new programme. 
Every child between the ages 

immunisation at school this term 
and parents of children outwith 
the mainstream education system 
or below school age can make an 

from October onwards to have their 
child vaccinated. 

Dr Abhayadevi Tissington, im-
munisation co-ordinator for NHS 
Highland, said: ‘The vaccination 
programme being rolled out in the 
Highlands will help protect children 

viruses, which can lead to serious 
health problems. 

which involves a tiny amount of 
the vaccine being sprayed into 
each nostril, which is then quickly 

PLANS to reduce the speed limit 
on a stretch of the A82 trunk road 
in Nether Lochaber have been 
welcomed by the local community. 

Transport Scotland wants to 
reduce the limit between North 
Ballachulish and the Onich Hotel 
from 60mph to 50mph. It will 
then drop to the current 40mph 
restriction through Onich village. 

Ann Marie Cameron of Nether 
Lochaber Community Council 
said members were ‘really happy’ 
with the decision. 

She added: ‘We have been 

reduction through the area. 
‘We would have liked to see the 

limit as even less but we are happy 
with any reduction and it’s more 
in line with the 40mph limit we 
have through the village, which 
will be remaining the same.’ 

The plan will go to formal 
consultation before any changes 
are implemented.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘The proposed 
reduction to 50mph for this 
section of the A82 is intended to 
improve road safety and is based 

review. The recommendation 
was made in line with national 
guidance on local speed limits and 
with agreement from police.’

HOMEGROWN TALENT: Kelie Cooper and Claire MacAlpin were honoured 
at the Law Awards of Scotland                                                                           20_f37law01

honoured with top law awards

Trunk road speed 
cut plan welcomed

Flu vaccination on 
off er to children 

dramatically. I feel much more 

and obstacle that comes my way. I 
was delighted just to be shortlisted 

standard of the other nominees was 
extremely high, so to actually win is 
amazing.

wish to thank them for all their 
support and encouragement to get me 
to this stage of my career. I would also 

for their huge support over the many 
years of studying and for putting up 

Mrs Cooper, from Glencoe, said 

named paralegal of the year at the 
ceremony, after joining the company 
in 2006 as a trainee executry assistant 
with no previous legal experience. 

on a distance learning course and 
graduated as a paralegal in 2008, 
specialising in wills, trusts and 
executries. Earlier this year, Mrs 
Cooper undertook a further course in 
executry administration and passed 
with distinction. 

The busy paralegal now splits her 

to help out in the local community, 
volunteering at Ballachulish care and 

She said: ‘I am absolutely delighted 
to receive this prestigious award. It 
was such an honour to be selected 

and then to actually be named as 
paralegal of the year was thrilling. It 
is so rewarding to have my hard work 

recognised by such a distinguished 
panel of judges. My sincere thanks to 

the team and to my family for all their 

particularly as they started out with 
no experience in law. 

partner, said: ‘We are all very 
proud of Kelie and Claire. They 
are both dedicated professionals, 
who thoroughly deserve their 
national awards. They will be the 

colleagues and the help and training 
they receive, but it requires something  
exceptional to be recognised as the 
best in Scotland and they both have it.

‘Both are local, which is particularly 
pleasing, as we have always pursued 
a policy of encouraging homegrown 
talent in our profession. We are very 

WELCOME BACK: new 
students of West Highland 
College UHI gather in Fort 
William

Back on course across 
the west Highlands

in Fort William, and college staff 
noted higher rolls in early education, 
business and IT courses. 

West Highland College UHI Lydia 
Rohmer said: ‘It is my great pleasure 
each year to welcome students at 
the start of their learning journey 

college experience following school 
or for more advanced study for 
undergraduate degrees. 

‘Joining local students this year we 
have students from all over Scotland, 
the UK, Ireland, Finland and several 
other parts of Europe, together with 

join the course for one semester 
from Monmouth College, Illinois, 
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OFTEN referred to as 
“the silent killer,” carbon 
monoxide is a poisonous 
gas that has no smell or 
taste. 
Every year in the UK, more 
than 200 people are admitted 
to hospital with suspected 
carbon monoxide poisoning, 
leading to around 40 deaths.

Incorrectly installed, poorly 
maintained or poorly ventilat-
ed household appliances, such 
as cookers, heaters and central 
heating boilers, are the most 
common sources of carbon 
monoxide. 

can also prevent carbon 
monoxide escaping, allowing 
it to reach dangerous levels, 
but the risk of carbon monox-
ide poisoning can occur at any 
time, in any home or enclosed 
space.

All of your gas appliances, 
including your gas boiler, gas 

be safety checked once a 
year and serviced regularly 
according to manufacturer’s 

instructions. 

If you do not have your gas 
appliances regularly serviced 
and safety checked by a Gas 
Safe registered engineer you 
could be putting you and your 
family at risk and in possible 
danger of carbon monoxide 
poisoning.

The six main symptoms are: 
headaches, dizziness, nausea, 
breathlessness, collapse and 
loss of consciousness.

If you think your appliance is 
leaking, call the National Gas 
Emergency Service on 0800 
111 999.

Switch the appliance and 
shut off the gas supply at the 
meter control valve and open 
all doors and windows to 
ventilate the room, and seek 
medical advice.

You can be particularly at 
risk from CO poisoning when 
you are asleep, because you 
may not be aware of early CO 
symptoms until it is too late. 

Having an audible CO alarm 
could wake you and save your 

life, and is recommended as 
a useful back-up precaution, 
but must not be regarded as a 
substitute for proper installa-
tion and maintenance of gas 
appliances.

CO alarms should be in-
stalled, checked and serviced 
in line with the manufactur-
er’s instructions, and bought 
from a reputable source.

Gas is also, by its very nature, 
highly combustible. 

tained gas appliances ensure 
that gas is burned in a safe 
and controlled way to heat our 
homes and to cook with. 

If gas leaks from a faulty 
appliance or pipework it can 
spread quickly and there is a 
risk of it accidentally igniting, 

Landlords also have a legal 
responsibility for the safety of 
their tenants. 

If you let out a property you 
must ensure that pipework, 

maintained in a safe condition 

and must have a valid gas 

property, known as a CP12.

Gas appliances should be 
serviced in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s 
instructions, or if these are 
not available then they should 
be serviced annually, unless 
advised otherwise by a Gas 
Safe registered engineer.

A 12-monthly gas safety 
check must be carried out on 

in a property, to make sure 

safe to use.

Also, a record of the annual 
gas safety check must be 
provided to your tenant within 
28 days of the check being 
completed or to new tenants 
before they move in, and 
landlords must keep copies of 
the records for two years.

Tenants should also be shown 
where to turn off the gas and 
what to do in the event of a 
gas emergency.

GAS SAFETY WEEK 
 15-21 SEPTEMBER 2014

AA WHYTE & SONS
Builders & Plumbers

Registered Gas & Oil Installers
For all your domestic & commercial 
plumbing & heating requirements

t: 01855811438 / 347  m: 07855813166
e: aawhyte@tiscali.co.uk

Ar Dachaidh, West Laroch, Ballachulish, PH49 4JJ

SUPPORTS 
GAS SAFETY WEEK

07899 795995

Oban leads the way on major 

BEFORE

AFTER

Learn about gas safety and win 
a free gas appliance service

FAO Anne Neilson
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There was an 
immediate 
connection with 
the place ”           

Murray Kerr

get a warm welcome

Please note that the Energy Saving Trust, Resource Efficient Scotland and Home Energy Scotland advice centres accept no responsibility for 
the home, business, property owner or the visitor during the Green Network open day visit. Visitors attending homes do so at their own risk.

THE ROTARY Club of Oban 
has donated £1,400 worth of 
equipment to Lorn and Islands 
hospital.

Representatives from the 
club, using funds raised from 
its charity golf day in June, pre-
sented two patient observation 
monitors to staff in Ward B on 
Tuesday.

Mary Strathern, a senior 
charge nurse in the ward, said: 
‘We are delighted to receive 
this gift. It’s going to be very 
useful.’

The charity golf day, known 
as the Rotary Am Am, was held 
at Glencruitten Golf course in 
June and raised around £9,000, 
which will be donated over 
the year by the Rotary Club of 
Oban to various good causes.

STRAMASH teamed up with 
Inverawe Country Park to hold their 
second annual family fun day at the 
weekend, and were delighted with the 
turnout.

Making the most of the sunshine, 
almost 300 people made their way to 

WINNERS: Taynuilt sisters Gemma and Sophie Carswell both won prizes at 
Taynuilt Horticultural show recently. Gemma, 8, won prizes for her baking 

and drawing in the children’s section, while Sophie, 14, picked up an award 
for her baking in the novice section at the show on Saturday August 30 in 

Taynuilt village hall 15_t37sisters01

HOUSE number seven on the island 
of Tiree is already internationally 
famous after national recognition of 
its style - but the accolades just keep 
rolling in.

The house, designed for Liz and 
Dave Kerr, the parents of architect 
Murray Kerr, has been announced as 
the Grand Designs House of the Year 
2014.

born London architect, looks familiar. 
It looks like the jumble of life that old 
island properties accumulate. And 
yet, there is a modernity about it.

The two houses, one for guests and 
one for the resident family to use all 
year round, creates separate areas for 
family gatherings or quiet retreat.

The hall, a covered external area, 
links the two houses creating a 
generous connecting space giving 
ample room to remove sandy wellies 
or to have quiet conversation away 
from the main living spaces.

From the outside, the house has an 
intentionally bunker-like quality, to 
protect against the elements, with 
deep-set windows in thick, raking 
stone walls and large expanses of 

WARD BOOST: representatives from the Rotary Club of Oban and staff  in Ward B at Lorn and Islands hospital with 
the patient monitors donated by the club 16_t37monitors01

ARCHITECT: Murray Kerr, third right, who built the house for his parents, with the Tiree builders who worked on 
the project

STEPPING OUT IN STYLE: 
Ballet West will once again be 
well represented in the Royal 

Academy of Dance Genée 
International Ballet Competition. 

The students who will be 
competing are photographed 

outside Ballet West’s 
headquarters in Taynuilt.  From 
left to right:  Emma Robinson, 
Isaac Bowry, Hannah Fowler, 

Andrew McFarlane, and Danielle 
French  Photograph  Ryan Davies

Grand design on Tiree 
lands another accolade  

un-punctured corrugated cladding in 
steel and concrete. 

In stark contrast the inside of the 
house is full of light with views 
carefully positioned to frame the 
surrounding landscape and ‘the 
internal Lego-building activity of 
grandchildren’.

Murray is no stranger to Tiree, as 
he has been on holiday on the island 
with his parents for most of his life.

Speaking from London, Murray 
told The Oban Times: ‘My parents 
have long harboured a desire to have 
a place to spend a lot of their time in 
retirement. 

‘An inheritance allowed this to 
become a reality and after much 
persuasion I managed to get them to 
agree to take me on as their architect. 

island 42 years ago through family 
friend Cameron Kennedy who has 
family connections with the island. 

‘There was an immediate 
connection with the place.’

Murray praised contractors John 
MacKinnon Builders, who are based 
on the island, who managed the many 
logistical problems of the build. 

FURTHER RECOGNITION FOR FAMOUS ISLAND HOME

Summing up the project, Murray 
said: ‘Any time you see a client 
continually delighted by a project can 
only be described as a success’.

Murray’s company, Denizen Works 
,has worked on a wide range of 
projects in various locations around 
the world. 

The approach that ties these 
projects together is a desire to create 
architecture that taps into local 
history, landscape and microclimate. 

investigation have been explored, 

do we begin developing our design 
ideas,’ said Murray.

Rotary golf cash 
boosts hospital

the country park, around treble the 
attendance of last year. Activities on 

canoeing, with a barbecue on site too.
Stramash hopes to repeat the fun 

day next year.

Stramash fun day at Inverawe park

Sisters bloom at Taynuilt show

AWARD WINNER: the interior of the house is full of light

Students step 
into international  
competition
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to re-
fuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be supplied, 
including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime telephone 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact tele-
phone number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

SPONSORS

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE              

CROSSWORD

LAST 
week’s 
SOLUTION

SUMMER 
EDITION 
OUT NOW

L
1

O G
2

B O
3

O K
4

O
5

N S
6

E T
7

O Y B N W L R

R
8

E M I S S I O N A
9

Y E

R C G E P A

Y
10

O U
11

R E H
12

A R D H A T

N N T A E

R
13

U B B E R S T A
14

M P E D

O O E U P

U
15

S U R P
16

E R T
17

H Y M E
18

L N E R O M

E
19

N D A
20

N A R C H I
21

S M

A E C N U R E

U
22

N D U E T
23

H E R E A T

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Across
7 Inflammatory condition of the skin (6)
8 About this (6)
9 Above (4)
10 With the side forward (8)
11 To accuse of a crime (7)
13 Livestock enclosure (5)
15 Normal (5)
17 Verse (7)
20 In one would be succinct (8)
21 Maybe not fruit you'd buy for it's looks (4)
23 Bay (6)
24 Clouded (6)

Down
1 Of this nation... (4)
2 ...folk (6)
3 Glazed earthenware (7)
4 Upper leg (5)
5 Clothes holder (6)
6 One of varied learning (8)
12 Powerful (8)
14 A public service (7)
16 Laughable (6)
18 Work of art (6)
19 Kingdom (5)
22 Animal home (4)

BU DUAL dha Joey MacLeòid 
tha e air fìor dhearbhadh a thoirt dhan dualchas sin!  

Cha robh Joey ach naoi bliadhna nuair a thoisich e a’ 
cuideachadh a sheanmhair Anna NicLeòid a’ togail airgead dha 
Hospice na Gàidhealtachd. Mar a dh’ èirich do dh’iomadach 
neach eile a fhuair eòlas air ìre na h-aire agus na taice a tha 
an hospice a’ toirt dha euslaintich agus dhan càirdean, thòisich 
Anna air taic a chur ris an ionad an dèidh dha cèile piuthar dhi 
caochladh an sin. 

Tha Anna làn molaidh air an t-saothair is an coibhneas a tha 
daonnan a’ sònrachadh frithealadh luchd-obrach a’ hospice 
agus tha i fhèin a’ dèanamh spàirn mhòr a’ togail airgead 
às a leth. Thòisich Joey ga cuideachadh ach an ceann ùine 
stèidhich e iomairt dha fhèin gus airgead a thogail, a’ reic 

A dh’aindeoin òige cha robh leisg sam bith air Joey fònadh gu 
gnìomhachasan mòr is beag air feadh na sgìre a shireadh taice 
dha chuid iomairt agus aig dusan bliadhna tha e air còrr air trì 
mìle not a thogail. Meal do naidheachd Joey! 

Cha bheag an t-iongnadh gum bheil Hospice na Gàidhealtachd 
air ainm Joey a chur air adhart airson duais Croise Deirge.  Tha 
e air cuireadh fhaotainn gu cuirm aig Lùchairt Westminster 
san t-Samhain agus co-dhiù a ghleidheas e prìomh dhuais gus 
nach glèidh, nach math an aithne seo air a chuid saothrach! 

Tha Hospice na Gàidhealtachd a’ cosg mu £3.8 millean sa 
bhliadhna agus tha dà thrian den sin, mu £2.5 millean, ri 
thogail le luchd-taice. Gu mi-fhortanach ’s ann a sìor fhàs 
a tha an t-iarrtas air seirbheis hospice agus an dèidh còig 

dhùblachadh, a’ ciallachadh ceithir millean gu leth a bharrachd 
ri chruinneachadh gus an togalach a th’ ann a leagail agus 
ionad ùr a chur suas air an làraich. 

Air sgàth dìchill leithid Joey MacLeòid, tha an iomairt a 
dh’ionnsaigh cosgais an togalaich ùir cha mhòr dà thrian den 
t-slighe agus chan eil teagamh nach ruigear an ceann-uidhe! 
Mar a tha ùine a’ dol seachad, agus a dh’aindeoin saidhbhreas 
na dùthcha, ’s ann as motha a chùisean a tha dol an urra ri taice 
saor-thoileach. 

Saoilidh mi nach eil sin dol a dh’atharrachadh agus nach mòr 
a’ mhisneachadh dhuinn gum bheil òigridh leithid Joey gar 
leantainn!

HIGHLAND Hospice is increasingly well supported because 
of the extraordinary care and comfort it provides to patients 
and their families. 

Sadly, the demand for palliative care services continues to 
grow and Highland Hospice, and all similar centres, require 
even greater community support.

Twelve-year-old Joey MacLeod of Daviot, near Inverness, 
started fundraising with his grannie when he was nine years old 
and has now raised more than £3,000 on his own. The hospice 
was surely right to nominate Joey for a Red Cross award.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Colin Armstrong of Coventry submitted this week’s fl ashback photograph which features the Glencoe Hotel in days gone by. Prints or 
emails of fl ashback photos should be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone who wishes a print 

returned must supply a stamped, addressed envelope.

Glencoe Hotel in days gone by

THE OBAN Times would like to clarify that the Facebook page 
referred to in ‘Group’s call to lay down the law on Glen Etive 
litter’, August 28 2014, is administered by Mark Shone, not Andy 
MacArthur. Mr MacArthur is a member of a Facebook group 
called Loch Etive - Shores of Shame.

Start of session 

2014-2015
AS I LOOK back over the ten 
years I have been writing the 
Glasgow Letter, I am aware 
that at the start of each new 
local association session my 
main theme has changed little. 

The problem is one tends to 
look too far back, to the days 
when housing areas were full 
of Gaels. The days when the 
St Andrew’s Halls and then 

annual gathering concerts, 
and the following dance was 
a complete sell-out, are long 
gone.  

Unfortunately some associa-
tions have failed to survive as 
the families of their audiences 
moved out to the suburbs 
and changes to licensing 
hours resulted in social habits 
changing radically. 

Survivors have witnessed 
attendances at all functions 
decline dramatically, a 
problem compounded by the 

conspicuous by their absence 
despite the fact many of 
their compatriots provide the 
entertainment. Association 

aware of the above as they 
strive to ensure the future 
of what are long-standing 
institutions within the city. 

Fortunately, volunteers 
still come forward to serve 
on committees which gives 
me the ideal opportunity to 
highlight that Nan MacPhee 
has stepped down from the 
committee of the Uist and 
Barra Association after 50 
years’ sterling service. 

And James MacLean, who 
is moving to stay in Benbec-
ula, will be replaced by John 
Angus Smith as convenor of 

piping competition after 10 
years in that post.  

There is continual talk of the 
need for co-operation between 
associations and to some 
extent this has taken place.  

During Celtic Connections 
2014, the associations 
supported a full-house concert 
in the City Halls and during 
the Commonwealth Games 
they provided similar support 
to the culture programme.   

In addition, Piping Live 
recognises the link between 
bagpipe music and the Gaelic 
language with their Gaels and 
Gracenotes concert.  

These are, however, 

sponsorship unlike the local 
associations which experience 
increasing costs without such 
support. This is really a plea 
to seek support for concerts, 
ceilidhs and dances organised 
in and around the city during 
session 2014-15 and beyond.  

As intimated in the diary 
dates below, this weekend sees 
the start of local functions. 

Tonight, Thursday, Comun 
an Taobh-an-Iar will be 
entertained by singers Ainsley 
Hamill, Linda MacCallum, 
Norman MacKinnon and 

Young and piper Graeme 
Richardson. The following 
evening at Clydebank it will 
be Lochaber duo Charlie 
MacColl and Jimmy Cameron, 
Ainsley Hamill and Ann 

Ryan Young and piper Robert 
Wood. 

During the past 10 years, 
Ceol’s Craic has been a 
successful innovation at its 
venue in the CCA, Sauchiehall 
Street, with monthy events 

as well as music, exploring the 
links between our traditional 
music and other genres. The 

be on Saturday September 27 
and I will provide more details 
next week.     

Bearsden Celtic 

Festival
THE WEEKEND starting 
Friday October 3 will be busy 
in the suburb of Bearsden 
when the Celtic Festival takes 
place.  

During the day on Friday, 
nine primary schools will 
take part in a country dance 
festival in the burgh hall and 
in the evening in the same 
venue, there will be a family 
ceilidh.  

Throughout the day on 
Saturday there will be 
workshops including classes in 

song, step dancing, Gaelic for 
beginners, mixed instrumental 
groups and vocal groups, all 

addition there will be a photo 
trail of some favourite views 
throughout the weekend, 
youth workshops including a 
youth cafe with live music on 
Saturday and then on Saturday 
evening, in New Kilpatrick 
Church, a Celtic Concert 
featuring Alastair MacDonald, 
Dr Lori Watson and Jean 
Butterworth.  

New Kilpatrick Church 
will host a Celtic ecumenical 
festival service on Sunday 
evening.  

Attendance at classes is free 
but enrolment is necessary 
and this must be completed 
by Friday September 26. For 
further information, or to 
enrol, contact New Kilpatrick 

Bearsden, G61 3RT or email 
mail@nkchurch.org.uk  

Diary dates
Tuesday September 9:  Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Michael 
Chapman.
Wednesday September 
10: Phil Cunningham and 
Aly Bain, Victoria Halls, 
Helensburgh, 7.30pm.
Thursday September 11: 
Comun Taobh-an-Iar Ceilidh, 
Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie, 7.30pm - see 
above.
Friday September 12: Clyde-
bank and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh, Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 7.30pm, 
see above.
Saturday September 13: 
Glasgow Skye Association 
opening ceilidh, Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, Partick, 
7.30pm.
Tuesday September 16: Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Gren 
Bartley/Julia Disney.
Wednesday September 17: 
Phil Cunningham and Aly 
Bain, John McLintock Hall, 
Balfron, 7.30pm.
Friday September 19: 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Ceilidh, Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, Partick, 
7.45pm.

Pub scene
DEOCH ’n Dorus will be 
playing in the Park Bar on 
both Saturday and Sunday this 
weekend with Martainn Skene 
there on Friday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be the 
Keelies on Friday and Black 
Velvet on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Clarifi cation

Where are cyclists 

supposed to go?
Sir,
Two articles in the September 4 
edition of The Oban Times take 
a gratuitously anti-cyclist tone 
and show that as far as The Oban 
Times is concerned, cyclists 
can’t win. 

If they are off the roads, 
apparently they will be mowing 
down pedestrians - ‘High street 
bike danger concern’. 

If they are on the roads, they 
will be making drivers’ lives a 
misery - ‘Weekend trunk road 
chaos fears’. 

Where are cyclists supposed 
to go? Both these articles could 
have been written as good news 

William pedestrians, cyclists 
and motorists can all share their 
space. 

Instead The Oban Times has 
chosen to make them both about 
the menace of bicycles. 

It’s hard to understand why 
there is this editorial bias against 
such a cheap, accessible and 
environmentally sound form of 
transport. 
Susannah Calderan, Banavie.

Consultants fees 

and airport costs 
Sir,
You recently told readers Argyll 
and Bute Council had spent 
around £750,000 on consultants 
to advise on developments in 
Oban; all to little effect. 

Now your correspondent 
Louise Lee has revealed Oban 
Airport, which is the ‘envy of 
local communities’, costs around 
half a million pounds each year 
and has an income of  around 
£40,000. 

Little wonder then the Audit 
Commission is concerned 
about the management of 
Argyll and Bute Council.
Colin Davidson.

Support for two 

lane road on Mull  
Sir,
I write with reference to David 
Pollard’s letter in The Oban 
Times of September 4.

Since Argyll and Bute 
council’s promise to upgrade the 
road to two lanes in 1964 when 
the ferry terminal moved to 
Craignure, there has been huge 
support and public campaigns to 
achieve a double track road from 
Tobermory to Craignure.
Calum MacLachlainn, 
Tobermory.

Council housing 

vital on Islay
Sir,
Your front page article that my 
‘former village’ of Keills in 
Islay is one of the most desirable 
postcodes in Scotland is not 
news to me. 

I thank past generations for 
building council houses in 
Keills, the place where I was 

A special word of thanks must 
go to the team in the accident and 
emergency department at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, for 
the care and attention we were 
given when we arrived there and 
to everyone who looked after me 
during my overnight stay. 

Particular thanks to Gina 
Johnson, staff nurse on ward 
A, who went the extra mile in 
caring for me.

Finally, a personal word of 
thanks to our friends Christine 
and Stuart Macgregor, who went 
to great lengths for us, giving my 
husband a bed for the night and 
helping in so many other ways.
June Saul, Craignure, Isle of 
Mull.

Scotland has a 

right to choose
Sir,
I hope you will allow me space 
to reply to the letter in The Oban 
Times of August 14 from the 
Conservative candidate. 

I support the independence 
campaign not in any sense 
as anti-English but because 
I fervently believe Scotland 
should have the right to choose 
policies that suit us. 

I would have no idea what the 
best policies are for those living 
in Cornwall and Birmingham, 
for example.

And if people do not yet believe 
that Westminster inevitably 
get the policies wrong for us, 
remember the poll tax, the Iraq 
War and now the disgraceful 
‘bedroom tax’.
Graeme Pagan, Oban.

Nonsensical 

comparison
Sir,
In her letter, Dot Macdonald of 
Oban wrote that ‘none of them 
[the Baltic States] show any 
signs of regret that they are now 
independent’. 

The Baltic States, comprising 
the three small independent 
nations of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia, came under 
Soviet domination in 1940  and 
remained under the Soviet 
yoke for just over 50 years. 

During that period they shared 
the terror, oppression and 
deprivation brought about by 
Joseph Stalin and his successors, 
notably Khrushchev and 
Brezhnev. 

In the name of Marxist 
doctrine, Stalin murdered 
millions of Soviet citizens, 
Nikita Khrushchev believed 
communism would ultimately 
defeat Western capitalism and 
Leonid Brezhnev instigated the 
infamous ‘Brezhnev Doctrine’ 
which threatened force to any 
Eastern bloc nation which 
tried to compromise on either 
communism or Soviet rule. 

It is not surprising then, that 
the Baltic States, who gained 
their independence in 1991 
after the collapse of the Soviet 
empire, are happy to be free and 
independent. 

Any comparison between their 
situation and that of Scotland is 
nonsensical.  
Dr Alison Kennedy, Tiree. 

Believe in 

opportunity
Sir,
I can’t imagine why anyone 
would vote ‘No’ to Scottish 
independence believing that the 
‘UK is OK’ as it is.

I can’t accept the system that 
has made little progress with 
improving the lot of ordinary 

born and attended school. 
When I was struck down with 
a medical condition, I was still 
living with my parents. 

I applied for a council house 
and was awarded 54 points 
as, and I quote: ‘re-housing 

condition’.
Looking out my parents’ 

window year after year at 
tourists enjoying former council 
houses and less and less school 
children coming off the bus was 
distressing.

It became common knowledge 
able-bodied people were 
declaring themselves homeless 
and being awarded 200 points, 
leapfrogging those who would 
have been at the top of the 
housing list as they were in 
‘medical need’.

I complained to the council 
and they sent me the ‘2003 Islay 
and Jura housing market study’ 
reporting 80 per cent of the 
demand for Islay’s housing was 
coming from the south east of 
England, followed by Germany 
and America, mainly for holiday 
houses pricing local people off 
the island.

Two primary schools have 
closed on Islay in my lifetime. 
My old one in Keills was for the 
chop but there was a backlash.

But if we don’t have houses 
there will be no more children.
Colin M Campbell.

Exemplary care 

and attention
Sir,
Following a week’s stay in Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, I 
would be obliged if, through 
your pages, you would allow me 
to thank the staff.

The ward was spotless, the 
meals were excellent and the 
care and attention given by 
the ward and theatre staff was 
exemplary.

Sadly these days, too many 
people take the NHS for granted.

I dread to think what my care 
cost. I suspect the total would be 
beyond myself and many.

We are fortunate to have 
a wonderful local hospital, 
excellent staff and the NHS.
John Hay, Taynuilt.

Dunbeg junction 

accident thanks
Sir,
Visiting the mainland for a day 
from our home on Mull, we were 
travelling out of Oban on the 
A85 on the afternoon of Tuesday 
August 26 when my husband 
and I were involved in a car 
accident at the Dunbeg junction. 

This letter is to say thank you 
to all the people who helped us 
on that day.

Thank you to the men who 
helped us out of our wrecked car, 

who checked us over for injuries.
To the police, who sorted 

everything out, and to the 
ambulance crew who were so 
attentive in dealing with our 
injuries. 

people over our lifetime will, 
somehow, now change for the 
better.  I prefer to believe in 
opportunity but that needs 
imagination to look outward 
to the many small countries in 
Europe that do well. 

We shouldn’t focus on the 
economy but, if folk choose 

generally above the UK in the 
economic tables. 

I’m not a member of any 
political party but I realise 
independence will force 
the creation of Scottish 
Conservative, Labour and 
LibDem parties, freeing them 
from Westminster to return to 
their respective true roots and 
values. 

Better Together tries to give 
the impression currency is the 
main issue. I’d suggest fairness, 
social justice, employment 
and avoiding the human and 

into illegal wars might be more 
important to most folk.  

There aren’t easy answers to 
most things in life; we do our 
research then make a judgement 
on what seems reasonable.  
Scotland could be a successful 
small European country, nimble, 
one that could respond, adapt 
and move quickly. 

For me, the risks and 
uncertainties are with the UK.  

I believe the present 
constitutional arrangements will 
have us heading into a ditch.  

It’s not very wide though and, 
as any  family does, all we need 
to do is hold hands and step 
across together. 

Have faith in the determination 
of your fellow residents in 
Scotland to bring about a better 
society.
John C Hutchison, Fort 
William.

Case for human 

decency often 

overlooked
Sir,
If ever it were needed, the 
referendum campaign has 
served to remind us of just 
how pernicious the creed of 
nationalism is. 

It is a most unattractive creed 
with few redeeming features 
other than a sense of patriotism, 
but even that is usually 
exaggerated and distorted. 

Wherever and whenever 
nationalism raises its head, the 
outcome for mankind is usually 
aggression, hostility and often 
wars.

The separatist case for 
independence is invariably 
peppered with negative 
references to our neighbours and 
how our 300 year association 
with them has been to their 
advantage and our disadvantage. 

The sentiments expressed 
are those of greed, envy, 
covetousness, hostility and 

of nationalism. 
I do not accuse all ‘Yes’ voters 

of these traits but many are being 
led by people who cynically play 
on such sentiments in the pursuit 
of their own aims. 

I sincerely hope my 
countrymen will demonstrate 
the more attractive qualities 
of inclusiveness, generosity, 
benevolence and neighbourliness 
on September 18.

The economic case for the 
union is incontrovertible but the 
case for human decency is often 
overlooked. 
Alan Thomson, Strontian.

The catastrophe and calamity of the First World War is truly 
shocking and sobering. The scale of the waste of young 
lives, so full of promise and hope as they set off to do their 

duty for king and country, is almost beyond comprehension. 

millions returning home bearing the scars - both physical and 

never be forgotten; it must never be buried in the unwitting 
complacency of modern life. 

The men and women of Argyll who laid down their lives in 
1914-1918 in such desperately tragic circumstances deserve 

resonates in towns and villages throughout Argyll.
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AS THE 
c o m m i t t e e 
behind the 
WWI com-
memoration 
f i n a l i s e s 

plans for the next four 
years, four of its members 
have explained why it is 
important to mark the 
centenary of the war.

Graham MacQueen, 
deputy lord lieutenant, Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, chairman 
of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland (RBLS) Oban 
branch, lord lieutenant Pat-
rick Stewart and councillor 

Maurice Corry, Argyll 
and Bute Council’s armed 
forces champion, will be 
adding their expertise to 
the Argyll-wide committee.

While older generations 
have lived through wars 
and lost close family in 

who have not known the 
hardship of war. The com-
mittee sees part of its task 
being education, so that 
everyone is aware of the 

from this area.
Mr Stewart said: ‘The 

Great War was supposed to 

be the war to end all wars 
but it failed to do so. 

‘We have got to teach 
young people why it wasn’t.

‘At the end of the war we 
knew militarisation brought 
us this terrible slaughter 
but the peace imposed on 
Germany caused the Sec-
ond World War. It requires 
maturity and magnanimity 
to be the victor.

‘The politicians threw 

those who fought and died 
in the First World War. 
They failed those millions 
on all sides who died.

‘The same formula that 
led to WWI is still there 
and is not being addressed. 
We have a responsibility to 
teach young people there is 
another way and WWI is 
the best way to do that.’ 

Councillor Corry said: 
‘We need to make people 

by so many for us.
‘But the legacy of WWI 

meant during the past year 
more people are coming 
together with their relations 
to share memories and 
artefacts.

‘I am interested in what 

communities were doing 
before the war and how 
many from those communi-
ties went to war. Hundreds 
went, but precious few 
came back.

‘They tried to keep men 
from the same community 
together in the regiments 
to keep the spirit and 
camaraderie but they often 
died together, which had 
a horrendous effect on 
communities.

‘I am glad to see young 
people taking an interest in 
WWI and we, as a council, 
can develop that through 

libraries and education.’
Mr Blair-Simmonds said: 

‘What people forget is the 
number of people involved 

all of our lives. It wasn’t 
just the soldiers affected by 
it, families at home lost the 
bread winners.

‘As chairman of RBLS 
I was approached to see 
if I would take on the 
organisation of the parade, 

the commemoration events, 
and it is an honour to be 
involved.

‘Everyone has been 

connected or affected by 
WWI, I never knew my 
grandfathers because of 
the war. Younger people 
should know what people 
have given so that we can 
be here today.

‘We are talking about 
14-year-old boys going off 
to war. Having joined the 
army myself at 17 years old 
I thought I was very young, 
so for those boys it must 
have been scary.’

Mr MacQueen said: 
‘No-one alive today was 

WWI but my mother was 

born in 1930 and recounted 
tales of it. My grandfather 
never wanted to talk about 
it because what he had seen 

‘It is so important to 
understand that and show 
respect to those who gave 
their lives and were in-

The committee would like 
to hear from anyone with 
WWI medals, material, let-
ters or other items. Anyone 
wishing to loan these to the 
commemoration committee 
can hand them into their 
nearest library.

Photo From World War 
One Photos Archive. 
www.WW1Photos.com

The 8th Argyll Sutherland Highlanders, 16th Platoon, 
marches from Argyll Square, Oban on August 7 1914. 

Photo courtesy Oban War 
and Peace Museum

Inveraray Company parades                                             Photo courtesy 
down Main Street, Inveraray.        Rae MacGregor, Inveraray



16 FEATURE Thursday 11 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

OF the 65 
m i l l i o n 
personnel 
who par-
t ic ipated 
in World 

War One, there are no 
remaining survivors. 

The last living veteran of 
World War One, a British 
citizen named Florence 
Green, died on the 4 Feb-
ruary 2012, aged 110. 

But we are most of us the 
children and grandchildren 
of those who served. 

Stories passed down 
through the generations 
keep alive the desire to 
show respect for relatives 
through commemorating 
those who fought for our 
country, many of whom 
gave the ultimate sacri-

On a personal note, my 
maternal grandfather, 
raised in Lismore, joined 

the Scottish Horse Regi-
ment and was injured in 
the trenches. 

He was later repatriated 
from Ypres; lucky to have 
survived. Remarkably, my 
paternal grandmother also 
served behind the lines as a 
nurse in the same area and 
during the same period of 
time. 

As a child, my grandpar-
ents spoke nothing to me 
of the Great War, silenced 
perhaps by the true horror 
which they had experi-
enced. 

Wilfred Owen’s ironical-
ly titled First World War 
poem ‘Dulce Et Decorum 
Est’ gives the reader some 
idea of the nightmares of 
trench warfare and chal-
lenges the propaganda for 

Shortly after the out-
break, the author H G Wells 
was responsible for the 

phrase which captured the 
sheer scale and ambition of 
the Great War – ‘The war 
to end all wars’. 

Whilst undoubtedly set 
up to fail this objective, the 
years 1914-1918 saw many 
staggering feats: empires 
were destroyed; Kings, 
Kaisers and Czars were 
toppled; chemical weapons 
were introduced; millions 
of women joined the work-
force and subsequently 
gained the right to vote. 

Through remembering 
and honouring those who 
served in World War One 
at commemorative events 
we can be grateful for that 
which we have gained and 
mournful for that which we 
have lost. 

We can share in the aspi-
rations of our predecessors 
and proudly unite in that 
hope: the hope to end to all 
war.

Remember 
war stories 
with hope

War is not a solution

Three of Argyll’s WWI committee leaders, from left: 
councillor Maurice Corry, lord lieutenant Patrick Stewart 
and RBLS Scotland Oban branch chairman Iain Blair-Sim-

monds. 16_t35war01

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, 
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge, 

And towards our distant rest began to trudge. 
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots 

But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind; 
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots of

tired, outstripped Five-Nines that dropped behind.
Gas! Gas! Quick, boys! – An ecstasy of fumbling, 

Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time; 
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling, 

Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light, 
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning. 
In all my dreams, before my helpless sight, 

He plunges at me, guttering,choking, drowning. 
If in some smothering dreams you too could pace 

And watch the white eyes writhing in his face, 
His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin; 
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood 

Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs, 
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 

Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues, 
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest

To children ardent for some desperate glory, 
The old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est 

Pro patria mori.    

Wilfred Owen
Thought to have been written between 8 October 1917  and March, 1918

DULCE ET DECORUM EST

On Septem-
ber 20 the 
centenary 
of the 
o u t b r e a k 
of the 

First World War is to be 
commemorated in Argyll 
and Bute.  

While it will, of course, 
be a sombre affair, it is not 
primarily an act of remem-
brance for the war dead.  

That act is carried out, 
publicly, with increasing 
commitment, annually on 
Remembrance Sunday and 
more and more on Armi-
stice Day, November 11.

If the act of commemora-
tion is not an act of remem-
brance what can it be?  

We have marked recently 

of battles such as Bannock-
burn and Trafalgar, in the 
latter of which men from 
Campbeltown and Tarbert 
fought in HMS Victory.  
These are now celebrated 
as turning points in history, 
rather than for the individu-

This may be because folk 
memory of family involve-
ment either no longer exists 
or is very remote.

There will be some pres-
ent next Saturday, whose 
parents lived through and 
even fought in the First 
World War.  For them the 
folk memory is very strong.  

There are many more 

whose grandparents would 
have been involved whether 
suffering the deprivations 
and anxieties of life at 
home, or involved in the 
struggle on land, at sea and 
in the air.

However, our commemo-
ration must go beyond indi-
vidual memory and loss.  It 
must spark a determination 
to record the human side of 

causes and consequences 

anything, that apparently 
senseless slaughter has still 
to teach us.

At this stage, I break from 
my thoughts to remind 
readers that Argyll and 
Bute council’s Libraries 
and Culture Services has 
launched an ambitious pro-
gramme to collect or record 
as many items of memora-
bilia as exist in our area, in 
order to construct a social 
history of the community’s 
contribution to the military 
and civilian involvement in 
the war.  

Please therefore, let your 
local library record and 
copy any memento (pho-
tographs, correspondence, 
diaries, equipment, news-
paper cuttings or, perhaps 
most important of all, mem-

or seemingly irrelevant.
Returning to my theme of 

commemoration,  it would 

be wonderful if we could 
stand on  September 20 and 
commend ourselves that 
what we would still call 
the Great War was the war 
which ended all wars.  

Rather, we have to admit 

whole series of wars which 
have become increasingly 
vicious and in which civil-
ians are targeted as much, if 
not more, than the military.

There will be many young 
people present, for many of 
whom the First World War 
is of little interest and less 
impact.  

Yet, if, the world is to be 
a better place for them and 
their children, than the 
world which their parents 
are leaving them, they must 

learn and implement the les-
sons and mend the failures 
that that war, now, clearly in 
retrospect, spell out.

Millions died but milita-
rism was not defeated.  Pol-
iticians did not understand 
that magnanimity, rather 
than revenge, cements 
peace. 

I could go on but I think I 
only need to point out that 
our failures to understand, 
and deal appropriately with, 
the forces and aspirations 
that were unleashed are 
still causing pain, suffering, 
death, destruction and 
ever-increasing fanaticism.  

The Second World War 
was but the First World 
War resumed.  Recently 
the failure to settle the 

Balkan question has led to 
a terrible war in Serbia and 
neighbouring countries.  

Today the wars in Iraq 
and Syria can be traced 
back to the Sykes Picot 
1916 agreement to carve up 
the Ottoman Empire, once 
defeated.

So what are the lessons our 
young people should draw 
from this commemoration?  
War is not a solution.  It is 
a failure.  It may solve some 
problems, by force, but it 
creates more.  

Alternative resolution has 
to be given a chance and ag-
gression tamed.  Whatever 
one thinks of the European 
Union there has not been a 
hint of aggression, let alone 
a threat of military action, 

between or amongst its 
members, since its creation.  

The determination of 
its founders, that there 
should not be another war 
in Europe has, within its 
limits, so far been entirely 
successful.  

However, wars continue 
to be fought all round the 
world mostly in countries 
where societies are the least 
resilient.

Oddly enough our gen-
eration may have given the 
next, in the guise of instant 
communication, the tools 
to allow those, who 100 
years ago would have just 
been ciphers, the ability to 
require, of their leaders, that 
peace is given a chance.  Let 
us hope so.

LORD LIEUTENANT PATRICK STEWART

Graham MacQueen MBE DL



ARGYLL AND BUTE REMEMBERS

Saturday 20th September 2014

North Pier, Oban—1.30pm

at Corran Halls, Oban—2.00pm

Join military veterans, serving members 
of the armed forces, community groups 

and others from all over Argyll and 
Bute to mark the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War

Organised by the Argyll and Bute World War 1 

FLOORSHOP

We’ve changed our showroom. 
Pop in and have a look.
Telephone: 01631 563316
Unit 12, Mill Lane, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HA

Offcuts at 
unbeatable 

prices

Furniture
to go

Beds to go
Amazing deals 
on luxurious 

carpets
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NEWS IN BRIEF

ON SEPTEMBER 20, 
people of Argyll will 
gather together in Oban 
to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the 
starting of the Great War, 
World War One.

Millions of people from 
all corners of the British 
Empire gave up their or-
dinary lives and headed 
for Europe and beyond as 
the war spread across the 
Continent to the Middle 
East and Africa.

A two-part parade 
will take place from the 
North Pier to the Corran 
Halls, echoing the many 
parades which took place 
across towns and villages 
throughout Scotland of 
soldiers marching to 
stations and piers to go 
off to war.

Joining the parades, led 
by Oban Pipe Band and 
then Oban High School 
Pipe Band, will be Col-
our Parties, Royal Navy, 
Marine Army and Air 
Force representatives, 
The Royal British Legion 
of Scotland (RBLS), 
Merchant Marine, Sea, 
Army and Air Force 
Cadets, Boys Brigade, 
Coastguard, Police Scot-
land, National Health 
Service, Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution, 
Scouts, Guides and 

Brownies, schools and 
RBLS bikers.

The Inveraray and 
district RBLS branch 
will join veterans from 
Campbeltown and 
Helensburgh in the  
march through the town.

Ian Campbell, chair-
man of the Inveraray 
branch, said: ‘This is a 
very special parade and 
I think it is important to 
commemorate the lives 
of those who died in 
the First World War and 
remember them.

‘It is important for 
young people to know 

themselves for what 
we’ve got now,’ he added.

‘We are here to carry 
on the remembrance and 
to educate people about 
the war and of those who 
lost their lives.’

The parades will form 
a drumhead rectangle 
at the Corran Halls, 
followed by the laying of 
colours on the drums.

If the weather is 
inclement, the ceremony 
will take place inside the 
Corran Halls.

A service will take 
place following the 
ceremony, including an 
address from the lord 
lieutenant of Argyll and 
Bute, Patrick Stewart.

Parade echoes 
down 100 years 
as Argyll gathers 
to remember

Rev Malcom MacLeod
ON February 9, 1916 Rev Malcolm 
MacLeod was inducted as minister of 
the United Free Church of Scotland in 
Lochgilphead. 

But soon after coming to Lochgilphe-
ad Rev MacLeod answered the call to 
be an army chaplain in France with the 
51st (Highland) Division, serving with 
the 4th Battalion Gordon Highlanders. 

Rev MacLeod kept a diary detailing 
the services he held while serving as an 
army chaplain in France.  He conduct-
ed at least seven services on a Sunday, 
some of them in Gaelic.  

He describes one service which he 
held for soldiers from Argyll.  In the 
dark, dank place where the service 
took place there was nowhere to place 
a candle to provide some light, so one 
of the soldiers had to hold a candle in 
his hand throughout the service.

In his diary MacLeod gives a vivid 
description of the horrors of war, the 
roar of the big guns, shells sometimes 
exploding in a thousand pieces above 
them or ploughing through the ground 
leaving large craters.

 What gave him hope was the sound 
of a skylark pouring out its song in 

the midst of such turmoil or hearing a 
thrush singing on a tree trunk.

With the coming of peace, Rev 
MacLeod returned to serve the United 
Free Church congregation in Lochgilp-
head for a further six years. 

During this time he was a founder 
member of the Lochgilphead Institute 
and United Services Club, was actively 
involved in the local branch of An Co-
munn Gàidhealach and Lochgilphead 
Gaelic Choir.  

In later years he became a renowned 
Gaelic writer and broadcaster, editing 
An Comunn Gàidhealach’s monthly 
magazine and serving as its president. 

On September 17, 1924 Rev. Malcolm 
MacLeod left Lochgilphead to become 
minister of John Knox and Tradeston 
Church in Glasgow and in 1937, now 
a minister of the Church of Scotland 
following the union of the churches 
in 1929, he moved to Balquhidder in 
Perthshire. 

He became ill and died in hospital in 
Glasgow on June 21, 1946, the day his 
parishioners were to present him with 
the hood and gown for the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from the University 
of Edinburgh. 

Reverend Dr Roddy MacLeod from Furnace writes 
about a Lochgilphead minister and some of his 

experiences during World War One.

Film captures moment of soldiers 
arrival for camp in Kintyre

Rev MacLeod served as an army 
chaplain with the 51st (Highland) 

Division, serving with the 4th 
Battalion Gordon Highlanders.

A LANDMARK moment in Kintyre 
at the start of the First World War was 

And it can now be viewed by anyone 
with a computer.

Soldiers bound for camp - possibly at 
Clochiel - are seen arriving at Camp-
beltown, together with their supplies 
in horse-drawn carts and wagons. 

Hotel at either side of Argyll Street in 
Campbeltown. 

There is a car in shot, but then a horse 
and cart comes trotting past down 
Main Street.

Crowds are seen thronging at the 
dockside as soldiers of the 7th and 
9th Battalion of the Argyll Regiment 

a march through the streets. 
An open-topped single-decker bus 

marked ‘The Argyllshire Motor Co’ 
can also be seen driving past. 

the De Luxe Cinemas in Rothesay, 
Bute and Glasgow by cinema owner 
Randall Burnette. 

by going to scotlandonscreen.org. The soldiers of 8th Argylls Photo courtesy of Rae MacGregor, Inveraray

uk/007-000-002-121-C
Older Campbeltownians may even 

be able to pick out relatives.

houses in Machrihanish and the 
Ugadale Hotel.

Campbeltown military aerodrome 
was used in the First World War when 
it was known as Machrihanish. 

It lay to the south of the later Machr-

ihanish aerodrome.
In a RAF survey of aerodromes in 

1918, Machrihanish was described 
as ‘Marine Operations (Aeroplane) 
Station, No. 272 Squadron’ the pur-
pose of which was to act as HQ for 

and 533 for anti-submarine patrols, 
under the command of the senior naval 

‘Almost the whole of Europe is now in the throes of a 
struggle such as history has never before seen. The 
predictions of soldiers and statesmen have often conjured 
up the breaking forth of this Armageddon in our own 
generation and the doctrinaires of peace have as steadily 
refused to believe them but now it is here to mock their 
theories and confound their faith.’
- The Oban Times, August 8 1914

Mallaig Sewing Guild
For Our Soldiers and Sailors – The local Sewing Guild, 
on behalf of our soldiers and sailors and their families, 
have forwarded the following articles for use of the Cam-
eron Highlanders and Lovat Scouts: - 39 pairs of socks, 
13 nightingales, 6 bed jackets, 6 shirts, 6 pars sleeping 
socks, 3 body belts, 3 pairs mittens, 5 pairs children’s 
stockings, 2 petticoats (children’s) 3 semmits etc. The 
articles have been forwarded through Mrs Caldwell of 
Morar Lodge, who is President of the Guild.
Saturday November 7 1914

Argyllshire a Prohibited Area
The whole of Argyllshire is now a prohibited area 
and, according to the notice of the Chief Constable of 
Argyllshire, printed on the front page, it will be seen 
that stringent measures are to be taken against Aliens 
whether Friends or Enemies.

All Alien Friends now residing in the County must 
register themselves at once.

All Alien Enemies (Germans, Austrians and Hun-
garians) must obtain permission of the undersigned to 
continue to reside in the County 

(Sgd.) H. S Turnbull
Chief Constable 

Saturday October 31 1914

Notes from Mull
News from the Front – Considerable anxiety was caused 
in the district last week by the appearance of the name 
R. Kennedy, 2nd Battalion Gordon Highlanders on the 
listing ‘missing’ after the battle of Mons. It now tran-
spires that the gallant soldier is alive, though reported 
to be wounded. Private Kennedy is the son of Mr Neil 
Kennedy, retired carpenter, Dervaig.
Saturday November 7 1914

Connel postman home
Home from the Front: - All were pleased to see Mr Ma-
calpine, late postman here, home from the Front. He was 
wounded in the arm, and was sent home to be healed and 
recuperate. The wound has quite healed and Mr Macalpine 
returns to his regiment, the Cameron Highlanders, at once. 
His many friends here wish him a safe return.
Saturday December 5 1914

Aliens arrested in Oban
Following the recent Government Order regarding the 
arrest of all alien enemies of military age, the police 
authorities on Saturday last arrested three Austrians.

Two of these resided in Oban, one being a hotel waiter 
and the other a tailor.

The third, who resided at Ballachulish, was also a 
waiter.

Under the charges of Police Constables John Macdon-
ald and Duncan Macintyre, the men were conveyed to 
Redford Barracks, Edinburgh on Monday, travelling 
from Oban by the 9.20 train. 
Saturday October 31 1914

Scots
HERITAGE

Magazine

To subscribe to Scots 
Heritage Magazine 

please go to our website
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com



Same Day, Next Day and Economy
Delivery from the central region to your doorstep. A  fl eet of 48 

vehicles and a staff in excess of 90, operating 24 hours a day.

An online proof of delivery and tracking system 
we can ensure a professional and effi cient service 

to both commercial and domestic customers.

“BIG ENOUGH TO COPE BUT 
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE.”

O b a n  E x p r e s s
7a Glengallan Road, Oban Argyll PA34 4HG. Tel: 01631 563745

Email: enquiries@obanexpress.com www.obanexpress.com

COMMEMORATING AND RESPECTING 
THE WWI CENTENARY

OBAN EXPRESS

DM HALL
C H A R T E R E D  S U R V E Y O R S

HOME REPORTS 
BY DM HALL

Contact Gary Duff at our 
Oban office on

0 1 6 3 1  5 6 4 2 2 5
or 

email oban@dmhall.co.uk
OFFICES THROUGHOUT SCOTLAND.

The right decision   www.dmhall.co.uk

With over four decades of experience and an exceptional range of skills, 
services and products, we are the contractor of choice for building service 
solutions across every market sector.

Oban Electrical Services
19 Stevenson St, Oban PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 564203   Fax: 01631 562387
www.oes-group.co.uk   info@oes-group.co.uk

Proud to have served the West 
Highlands and Islands for 44 years

Oban
Stove
Centre
Sales stock now available 
Old Crofters Yard, Soroba Rd, 
Oban, Argyll, PA344HU
Tel: 01631564790    Fax: 01631562919
info@obanstovecentre.co.uk

COMPLETE IN HOUSE 
FITTING SERVICE

 

More than just beautiful Seafood

Overlooking the harbour 

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks
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ALBA WEST COAST
OBAN TAXIS

FREE PHONE 0800 123444
OR

EMAIL: obantaxis@btinternet.com

The Oban Times, October 10 1914

A thrilling 
story of 
heroism
As gallant a deed as 

many that are fa-
mous in the history 
of the Army was 

performed by a Highlander 

at the end of last week. The 
story was told by a Royal En-
gineer coming back through 
Lagny with a wagon train.

There was a party of 150 
Highlanders that were de-
tailed to hold a bridge over 
the Aisne, he said.

A German attack was not 
expected at that point and 
the detachment was meant 
to act rather as a guard than 
a force to defend the bridge. 

woods around, and a strong 
force, outnumbering the 
little body of Highlanders 
by large odds, came forward 
at a run towards the bridge. 
The Highlanders opened 

held the enemy at bay. But 
the numbers of the Germans 

was so great that the attack-
ing force crept constantly 
nearer and under cover of a 

troops was seen advancing 
along the road that led to the 
river.

Then one of the Highland-
ers jumped up from cover. 
The Maxim gun belonging 
to the little force had ceased 

crew had been killed and the 
gun stood on its tripod silent 
amid a ring of dead bodies. 
The Highlander ran forward 
under the bullet storm and 
seized the Maxim swung it, 
tripod and all on to his back, 
and carried it at a run across 
the exposed bridge to the 
far side facing the German 
attack.

The belt of the gun was 
still charged and there abso-
lutely alone the soldier sat in 
full view of the enemy and 
opened a hail of bullets upon 
the advancing column.

the column wavered and 

the road and leaving scores 
of dead, mowed down by the 
stammering Maxim.

Almost the moment after 
the Highlander fell dead 
beside his gun there in 
the open road, but he had 
checked the advance on 
the bridge and before the 
German column could form 
again there was the welcome 
sound of British words of 
command from the rear of 
the little force of Highland-
ers and reinforcements came 
doubling up to line the river 
bank in such numbers that 
the Germans soon retired 
and gave up the attempt to 
gain the bridge.

But the Highlander who 
had carried forward the 
Maxim gun to his post of 
certain death there, in the 
open road, had thirty bullet 
wounds in his body when he 
was picked up.

HECTOR Mackenzie

Information has been 
received that Lance-Cor-
poral Hector Mackenzie, 

has been killed in action at 
the front in France.

L a n c e - C o r p o r a l 
Mackenzie, who was 
twenty-six years of age, 
was the eldest son of Mr 
Hector Mackenzie, late of 
Kinloch Villa, and who is 
now resident at Lochinver.

at the age of nineteen 
years, was drafted with his 
regiment to France shortly 
after the outbreak of War.

A young man of much 
promise, he was a great 
favourite in the regiment, 
and much sympathy is felt 
for his relatives, who in 
their bereavement have the 
consolation that the brave 
young soldier laid down 
his life for his country.

Lanc-Corpl. Mackenzie 
was a nephew of Mr Hugh 
Macinnes, Ardbhan, 
Oban.

Mr Mackenzie has 
received the following 

message: -
The King commands me 

to assure you of the true 
sympathy of His Majesty 
and the Queen in your 
sorrow. Kitchener

(December 1914)

Lance-Corporal Preston, 
2nd Inniskillings, now at 
hospital in Cambridge, 
writing his relatives in 
Banbridge County Down, 
says that after the battle of 

Mons his section captured 
a German spy dressed in 

who was knocking about 
their camp. 
September 1914

IN obedience to the summons 

detachment of Territorials, 
augmented by two time-ex-
pired Volunteers (Messrs 
Bonnington, plumber, Loch 
Awe and Livingstone, butler, 
Innishconain, who offered 
their services and were 
promptly accepted), have 
departed on service

Before their departure the 
Territorials, who numbered 
twenty-one in all, were 
entertained in the Drill 

(merchant).
Marching thence to the 

Campbells are coming’), 
they arrived at the station 
and were photographed by 
Mr Daly.

Over a hundred friends and 
relatives were on the platform 
to see their departure.

A small Union Jack, with 

and True’ was presented to 

with honour’.
Rousing cheers, with the 

waving of fags and hand-
kerchiefs, were raised as the 
heavily-laden special train 
drew out from the station 
an passed round the bend 
among the trees bearing the 
lads to service of king and 
Country.

Every evening the last 
train from the south is 
eagerly awaited by a large 
number of teh inhabitants 

for news of the War.
The Oban Times, August 

22 1914

One wonders what was 
going through the minds of 
the recruits – in particular 
Alister McCormick of 
Dalmally, who is pictured 
in the back row underneath 

lived in Rowanbank.
His daughter Ann Mac-

Dougall, who was born at 
the house in 1931, said her 

father had one sister, Helen, 
and two brothers, Ian and 
Robert, who both died in 
their 20s.

Alister survived the war 
and later moved his family 
to Cruachan, then to Eas-
dale in 1936.

They eventually moved 
away from Argyll to Gallo-
way in 1939 where Alister 
lived until his death in 1963.

Photo courtesy Oban War 
and Peace Museum

Dalmally bids fond farewell to Territorials

BARR, Andrew

Death on service – Mr Robert 
Barr, farmer, Gartbreck, 
received intimation from the 

son, Bomb. Andrew Barr, 
5th Mountain Battery, RGA, 
died on 14th December from 

It was with very deep regret 
this news was circulated in the 
district and sincere sympathy 
is felt by all for the family thus 
bereaved.  

The deceased soldier, who 
was aged 29 years, was very 
well-known in Islay, and was 
extremely popular with all 
classes.  

Mr M Mactaggart, solicitor, 
Bowmore, where he gained a 
capital training in the various 
duties pertaining to the work 
of Inspector of Poor, Clerk 

Board, District Committee 
of County Council, Registrar 
and Clerk to local Justice of 
Peace Court.  

These duties he discharged 
with zeal and intelligence.  An 
enthusiastic poultry fancier, 

organising skill much of the 
success of the shows was 
largely due.  

He voluntarily enlisted in 
1915 in the Argyll and Bute 
Mountain Battery, and after 
completing his training was 

DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE

Lance Corporal Hector 
Mackenzie – Oban man 

killed in action

Andrew Barr

sent to the Balkans as one 
of the 5th Mountain Bat-
tery of the Royal Garrison 
Artillery. 

There he continued in 
active service without 
leave for nearly two and 
a half years, and passed 
through the hardships of 
that period unscathed. 

In a recent letter to his 
friends he wrote brightly 
of the prospect of returning 

home on the conclusion of 
peace.  

Now he has fallen victim 
to the fell disease so prev-
alent throughout the world.  

He will long be remem-
bered as a man of bright, 
cheerful, obliging dispo-
sition, willing at all times 
to help in everything that 
pertained to the good of 
the community in which he 
passed his life.

German spy captured

For all the 
latest news, 

views and sport



Thursday 11 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19FARMING NEWS

Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

OBAN

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) had forward 5,097 store lambs 
and feeding sheep at its show and sale of Blackface lambs on 
September 2 at Oban Livestock Centre.
Store lambs (4,560) averaged £39.52 (+2.06 on the year) selling 
to £65 for Suffolks from E MacGillivary, Barcaldine Home Farm.
Feeding ewes (537) averaged £34.37 (+14.10 on the year) to £88 
for Texels from E MacGillivary, Barcaldine Home Farm.
First and second draw Blackface lambs would be £3-£4 dearer on 
the year with small long keep lambs harder to cash.
The judge for the day was David Hamilton, Rowantree Hill, Forth 
and the following were his awards:-

£53 to A & B Kerr, Cairnbeg, Laurencekirk.
Reserve Champion  pen of 50 + - Clachan Farm, Duachy, 
Kilninver £54 to John Gilvear, Graystale Farm, Stirling.

BF Lambs (2,459) averaged £38.01 (+2.65 on the week) (+2.28 on 

(810) averaged £35.02 (-6.89 on the week).

LOCHMADY

wall and Highland Marts Ltd,  on September 3, because of a larger 
percentage of twin lambs, there was an overall average decrease 
of £6.46 because they were shown in lesser bloom than usual.
A total of 4,000 store lambs sold to £70 per head for Texel crosses 
from 1 Knockline, Bayhead. 

12 Locheport, £58.

Island Flodda, £41.
Suffolk cross lambs – 1 Melanie Maclean, 12 Rathad Mhic Eion, (8 

MacDonald, 3 Hosta, £66.50.
Leading prices per head:

Baleshare & 3 Hosta, £65, 8 Aird, Benbecula & 7/8 Gramsdale, 

Locheport, Carinish, £58, 4 Knockline, Bayhead, £57.50, 2/3 

Ewe lambs: Chev – 24 Liniclate, Benbecula, £61, 20 Balemore, 

les Flodda, Benbecula, £59, 1 Knockline, Bayhead & 5 Gramsdale, 

air, Eochar, £43.50, £42.50. 

LOCHBOISDALE

2,487 lambs and sheep at Lochboisdale auction mart.  
A good offering of lambs sold in keeping with current mainland 
trends.  
Short keeping lambs were down in values on the year which is in 
keeping with current levels prevailing throughout the country for 
prime sheep.  
However, longer keeping lambs sold more readily and the overall 
sale average of £41.71 proved to be £4 per head back on the 
corresponding sale last year.

Lambs: 

£61.50 – 15 Carinish: £60.50 – 330 North Boisdale: £60.00 – 269 
Daliburgh: £59.50 – 409/410 Smerclate: £58.50 – 6 Rhughasinish: 
£58.00 – 6 Frobost: £57.50 – 348 North Boisdale and 409B 

Craigston, Barra: £58.50 – 15 Carinish: £55.50 – 11 Carinish. 

CROSS: £63.50 – 356 South Boisdale: £58.00 – 391 Garrynamo-

£65 & £50.50 – 123 Craigston, Barra. BF: £49.50 – 17 Torlum : 
£46.50 – 32 Liniclate : £42.00 – 271 Daliburgh : £40.50 – 12 
Ardvenish, Barra.
Ewes:

CROSS: £40.00 – 383 Garrynamonie & 391 Garrynamonie. BF: 
£36.00 – Ardnasruban, Grimsay.

DALMALLY Show tried a new layout this 
year - and to all accounts it worked perfectly 
with even the sun shining on the show.

The last of the summer shows was held 
on Saturday at Mart Park, Dalmally and the 
crowds turned out to enjoy the day.

Able compère Iain Craig made sure there 
was a good running order of the day. With 
the addition of new events including the 

of vintage cars and tractors - there was 
something to see for everyone.

Outstanding livestock were on show 

including one of only a few Blue Andalusian 
bantams to be bred in Scotland.

But the day belonged to Argyll competi-
tors including Kirsti Emsley, from Bonawe 
Croft, Taynuilt and her Texel tup lamb that 
won reserve champion.

The Blue Faced Worchester from Joe and 
Mary Turner at Kildalloig Farm, Campbel-
town was a star performer,

The Highland cattle prize went to S and I 

MacKay, Achnacroish fold. This small fold 
has only four cows. The winner was a beau-

the isle of Iona - until Stuart and his father 
brought them over to the mainland where 
each has had a successful season.

Lottie, the fourth of Mosscarin, proved to 

The terrier race was more fun than ever after 
the overall winner, a wee ‘white dog’ Meg, 
six, managed to catch the lure on a second 
attempt and break the machine.

She won the race convincingly three times 
and was named the winner.

Owner, Calum Proctor, gamekeeper at 
Black Mount, joked that Meg would prefer 
a chip to a lure she was spending so much 
time with his young family. 

But Meg was a worthy winner and the 
crowd was delighted to cheer her on.

The volunteers who put the Dalmally 
Show together should be rightfully proud at 

ties for people to take part.

CATTLE CHAMPION: 
Ewen MacGillivray, Barcaldine Home Farm, By 
Oban;  
RESERVE CHAMPION:
Stuart MacKay, Duiletter Farm, Lochawe, 
Dalmally; Rosettes awarded for Champion and 
Reserve Champion; 
CATTLE – TROPHIES: 
The Craig Perpetual Challenge Cup:  Ewen 
MacGillivray, Barcaldine Home Farm, By Oban; 
The Captain R A Oldham Memorial Perpetual 
Challenge Cup presented by DAS for Reserve 
Champion:   Stuart MacKay, Duiletter Farm, 
Lochawe,  Dalmally; Challenge Cup for best 
animal bred by a crofter, shepherd or stalker in 

na Coille, Stronmilchan,  Dalmally;  Special 
Prizes: Bottle of whisky, presented by DAS,  for 
the herdsman bringing out Supreme Champion: 
Ewen MacGillivray; The overall cattle champion 
will be awarded a sash and in addition £100 
kindly presented by Scottish Woodlands Ltd.  
HIGHLNAD CATTLE: 
CONFINED CHAMPION: 
Stuart MacKay, Duiletter Farm, Lochawe, Dal-
mally: Achnacroish Fold; 
CONFINED RESERVE CHAMPION:  
Won by:  Mrs J H Strickland, Keppochan, Cladich, 
Dalmally: Cladich Fold; 
OPEN CHAMPION: 
Stuart MacKay, Duiletter Farm, Lochawe, Dal-
mally: Achnacroish Fold; 
OPEN RESERVE CHAMPION: 
Michael Poland, West Ferlochan Farm, Ben-
derloch:  Mottistone Fold. Trophies: Perpetual 
Challenge Cup for best animal in Highland 
Section: Stuart MacKay: Achnacroish Fold; 
Crunachy Challenge Cup for best Highland bull 
Stirk bred by exhibitor: R McMillan & E Lawrence, 
Little Grenach Farm, Isle of Bute: Isle of Bute 
Fold; Glenogle Perpetual Cup for best heifer: 
Stuart MacKay: Achnacroish Fold; Brig R W L 
Fellowes Memorial Perpetual Challenge Cup for 
Reserve Champion: Michael Poland:  Mottistone 
Fold; Achnacloich Perpetual Challenge Trophy 
for the best group of Highland Cattle, 3 animals:  
Donald & Brian McNaughton, 123 Station Road, 
Kielty, Fife: Rannoch Fold; Glenstrae Perpetual 

classes: Stuart MacKay: Achnacroish Fold; Med-
al for Young Handler Class presented by DAS: 
Leon McMillan: Isle of Bute Fold. 
COMMERCIAL BEEF CATTLE: 
CONFINED CHAMPION: 

chan, Dalmally; 
CONFINED RESERVE CHAMPION: 
Martin Hall, Tombuie, Stronmilchan, Dalmally;
OPEN CHAMPION: 
Ewen MacGillivray, Barcaldine Home Farm, By 
Oban; 
OPEN RESERVE CHAMPION: 
Ewen MacGillivray, Barcaldine Home Farm, By 
Oban; Trophies: Challenge Cup for best cross-

bred calf:  E MacGillivray;  The Balure Trophy for 
best bullock:  M Hall;  The Lescraigie Perpetual 

Challenge Trophy for best animal in commercial 
Beef:  E MacGillivray; Challenge Cup for best calf 

cup for best pair of cross-bred cattle, 1 year old 

for Reserve Champion in commercial Beef sec-
tion: E MacGillivray; The McCallum Cup for the 

Hall.
BLACKFACE SHEEP: CONFINED CHAMPION: 
J & J Macpherson, Balliemeanoch Farm, By 
Dalmally;  
CONFINED RESERVE CHAMPION: 
J & J Macpherson, Balliemeanoch Farm, By 
Dalmally; 
OPEN CHAMPION:   
Jimmy Wright, St Mungo’s Farm, Argaty, Doune, 
Perthshire; 
OPEN RESERVE CHAMPION: 
J & J Macpherson, Balliemeanoch Farm, By 
Dalmally; 
YOUNG FARMER CHAMPION: 
James Mitchell, Kilellan, Dunoon; 
YOUNG FARMER RESERVE CHAMPION:  
L & A Campbell, Succothmore, Strachur;  Con-

male sheep:  J & J Macpherson, Balliemeanoch 
Farm, By Dalmally; Perpetual Challenge cup for 
best female sheep:  J & J Macpherson; Ander-
son Memorial perpetual challenge cup for best 
female group of ewe, gimmer and ewe lamb:  J 
& J Macpherson; The Duncan Sinclair memorial 
perpetual challenge Rosebowl for champion 

McConnachie perpetual challenge trophy for 

section:   J & J Macpherson; Open  Trophies: The 
perpetual challenge trophy for the best animal in 
young farmers’ classes:  James Mitchell, Kilellan, 
Dunoon; The Balliemeanoch perpetual challenge 
quaich for overall blackface female champion: 
Jimmy Wright, St Mungo’s Farm, Argaty, Doune; 
The Blarghour perpetual challenge quaich for 
overall blackface male champion:  Rory Kerr, 
3 Buchanan Smiddy Cottage, Smithy Lane, 
Drymen; Royal Bank of Scotland perpetual 
challenge trophy for exhibitor with most points in 
open section:  D & J Jackson, Pole Farm, Loch-
goilhead; Perpetual challenge cup for champion 
sheep in show: Jimmy Wright; Perpetual Tankard 
for best sheep, any age, of opposite sex to the 
champion: Rory Kerr; Trophy for best ram lamb 
bred by exhibitor: Rory Kerr; Perpetual challenge 
cup for best female group of ewe, gimmer and 
ewe lamb:  K, A & R Campbell, Drimsynie Estate, 
Lochgoilhead;  £20 for reserve male champion: J 
Bennie & Sons, Merkins Farm, Gartocharn;  £20 
for reserve female champion: J & J Macpherson, 
Balliemeanoch Farm, By Dalmally;  Bottle of 
whisky for shepherd bringing out champion 

A rosette presented by the Blackface Sheep 
Breeders Association for Champion Blackface 
Sheep: Jimmy Wright. 
POULTRY: 
Trophies: Achlian Perpetual Challenge Cup 
for the best fowl in Show: George Campbell; 
Challenge Shield for the exhibitor with the most 
points in the Poultry section: J  & J Webster; 
Achnacarron Trophy for the runner-up to T29: 
George Campbell; Perpetual youth trophy for the 
best exhibit by a child under 16: Finlay Neilson.  
BAKING: 
Trophies: Ardlea Perpetual Challenge Cup for 
most points in the baking section:  Helen Gibson; 
Tullich Perpetual Challenge Trophy for the best 
exhibit in the Baking Section: Denise MacMahon; 
The Mary Smith Memorial Trophy: Denise Mac-
Mahon; The Arichastlich Trophy for the overall 
winner of the largest class(es) in Baking Section:  
Sheena Rodgers; The S J Noble Perpetual Me-
morial Medal for the best girdle scones:  Helen 
Gibson. 
PRESERVES: 
Trophy: The Tullich Perpetual  Challenge Trophy 
for most points in preserves section: Karen 
Campbell. 
HOME INDUSTRIES: 
Trophies: The MacLennan Perpetual Challenge 
Cup for most points in the home industries sec-
tion plus the Duncan Wylie Memorial Prize, this 
year awarded for most points in Home Industries:  
Denise MacMahon; Janet MacLennan Memorial 
Trophy for most points in knitting classes: Rona 
Duncan; Challenge Trophy for best piece of em-
broidery:  Rae Green; £5 for best exhibit in class 
129 (Handcraft not eligible for previous classes): 
June Taylor. 
HORTICULTURE: 
Trophies: The Dunoran Perpetual Challenge 
Cup: Hugh MacLeod; Braeside Perpetual Chal-
lenge Cup: D McLeod; The Glenview Perpetual 
Challenge Cup for best exhibit in the horticulture 
section:  D McLeod; The Maltland Rose Bowl 
for the best pot plant: Neil John MacLean; The 
Lilian Chrystal Memorial Trophy for the best Rose 
bloom in the Show: Helen Gibson; Medal from 
National Vegetable Society for the most meritori-
ous exhibit in the Horticulture Section: D McLeod.  
FLORAL ART: 
Trophies: The Dorothy Bingham Perpetual Chal-

tion: Pat McLeod; The Kath Martindale memorial 
cup for the best arrangement: Pat McLeod; The 
Liz Fellowes memorial prize for the most points in 

CROOKS AND STICKS: 
Trophies: The Sunnybrae Challenge Trophy for 

McLaughlin; The  Kerrera Cup for the best Hazel 
Cromag:  Arthur Dent; Perpetual Challenge 
Tankard for the most points in the Open Classes: 
Arthur Dent; Perpetual challenge trophy for best 
exhibit in the stick classes:  Arthur Dent; The 

Jewson Cup for best horn head shepherds crook: 
Arthur Dent; £10 from the Scottish Crookmakers 
association for the winner of the novice class:  
Duncan McLaughlin; Prize Card for best exhibit 
in the Section: Arthur Dent. 
PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS: 
Trophy:  Annual Challenge Cup for the best 
painting:  Lisa Clothier.
PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Trophy: The Bob Steer Memorial Challenge Cup 
for best entry in the photographic section: Stuart 
McCracken. 
PET SNAPS: 
£10 for overall winner : Stephen Ross.  
CHILDREN’S SECTION: 
Trophies: The Children’s Trophy for best exhibit 
in the children’s section:  Mary Jane McLaughlin; 

of the largest class(es): Duncan McLaughlin; The 
Dennis Turner Memorial Trophy for best exhibit 
in class 213 (handcraft): Duncan McLaughlin; 
The Ken Baird Memorial Trophy for best exhibit 
in class 216 (a photograph of your pet)  plus  £10 
presented on behalf of the late Mrs Francis Baird 
by her family: 
Lauren Fraser;  The Julia Keay Memorial Quaich 
for Junior Baker in Class 217: Lucy MacKinnon; 
The Thomas Potter memorial prize for best entry 
in Class 199 (potato print):  Josh McAuslan; 
The Thomas Potter memorial prize for best entry 
in Class 202 (pasta necklace): Isla Mackay. 
DOGS:  
Trophies: A medal for the 1st prize winner in 
Class 191 (dog shown by child aged 12 or under): 
Robbie Middleton with Chase; The Murdoch Per-
petual Challenge Trophy for best exhibit in class 
192 (Collies): Charlotte Stirling with Millie; The 
Amulree Perpetual Challenge Trophy for best 
exhibit in class 193(Spaniels): Heather Morrison 
with Molly; The Glenquaich Perpetual Challenge 
Trophy for best exhibit in class 194 (Any other 
breed of gun dog):Laura Blyth with Buddy;  The 
Lorna Schuster Perpetual Challenge Quaich for 
best exhibit in Class 195 (Terrier):  Briany Multon 
with Piggy;  The MacLurg Perpetual Challenge 
Trophy for best exhibit in class 196 (Any variety 

with Kia;  The Dalchenna Tankard for the best 

small breed): Rita Henderson with Tootie; The 
Cameron Perpetual Challenge Trophy for overall 
champion dog in addition £50 kindly presented by 
Miller Stewart:  Laura Blyth with Buddy; Reserve 
Champion:  Briony Multon with Piggy. Terrier 
race: The Ardteatle Tankard for winner of Terrier 
Race: Calum Proctor with Meg.  
SHINTY:
Trophies: The Pat Chrystal Memorial Trophy (The 
Whitehouse Cup):  Taynuilt  Primary School; The 
Iain Black Memorial Trophy for most improved 
team - Junior Shinty: Strachur Primary School; 
The Donald & Heker Morrison  Perpetual Memo-
rial Cup, for best juvenile player: Iona McCulloch, 
Inveraray Primary School. 

DALMALLY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, SEPTEMBER 6 2014, RESULTS:

Dalmally 
Show

GO: Meg and owner Calum Proctor 
are given their prizes by David Fellow 
15_t37dalmally5

THIRD: John Webster of Kinross and Jamie McTavish of 
Arrochar discuss Blue Andalusian poulty as the only two 

breeders of the birds in the country. 15_t37dalmally8

FIRST TIME: winner Kirsti Emsley of Bonawe Croft, 
owned by her father Billy Neilson, won reserve 

champion with her Texel tup lamb.  

COMPERE: Kate and Iain Craig with Copper
 their rescue dog. 15_t37dalmally6

FIRE: George Berry with a vintage fi re engine to raise 
money for charity. 15_t37dalmally7

HIGHLANDER: Lottie the fourth of Mosscairn, a three-year-old heifer by an Old Greenlaw 
sire. 15_t37dalmally11

PIPEBAND: The Helensburgh Clan Colquhoun pipe band 
who played a number of times during the day. 15_t37dalmally2

SCHOOL: A raffl  e held by Dalmally Primary School 
was very successful. 15_t37dalmally1

SHINTY: Taynuilt, winners of the Dalmally Show Sixes, 
beating Kyles Athletic in the fi nal
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

THURSDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7-8.30pm

Hollow Mountain Trio, Every Thursday, Barn Bar, Lerags, 8-11pm

FRIDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER
Blas Festival, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

Wingin’ It, Victory Hall, Benderloch, 8pm

SATURDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER
Die-Cast Model Show, Victory Hall, Benderloch, 10am-4.30pm

Blas Festival, Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER
Die-Cast Model Show, Victory Hall, Benderloch, 10am-4.30pm

Craft Fayre, Every Sunday, Creagan Inn Appin, 12-5pm

Oban Camera Club - Free Photo Walk From North Pier 2pm Approx. 2.5hrs.
Participants should be reasonably fi t.

Memory Walk in aid of Alzheimer Scotland, Ganavan Sands, Oban, 2pm

BID4OBAN Beach Clean, Volunteers needed, meet at Oban Times Slipway, 10am

SVTEC Farming Yesteryear and Vintage Rally at Scone Palace Parklands, Perth. 

MONDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER
Scottish Country Dancing Free Taster Class, Church of Scotland Centre, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, 8pm

TWO west coast restau-
rants have made it into the 
Good Food Guide.

The Ninth Wave restau-
rant in Mull and Airds Ho-
tel in Port Appin have both 
been featured in the newest 
edition of the popular book. 

In its 30th year in the 
book the restaurant at the 
Airds Hotel is only one of 

ing in the book for three 
decades.

Seafood specialists Ninth 
Wave makes its name into 

The restaurant is renowned 

for the way it uses fresh 
produce from the sea.

Elizabeth Carter, editor 
of the guide, said: ‘I really 
am impressed by the high 
standard of all Scottish 
restaurants in the guide – 
the country seems to be a 
magnet for talented chefs.

‘There may be a wealth 
of top restaurants, but 
particular acknowledgment 
must go to the new entries 
in the Good Food Guide 
2015 - it’s great to see 
restaurants of the quality 
of Ninth Wave entering the 

Agyll restaurants make 
Good Food Guide

Motor-Fest
featuring

The Oban & District
Classic Vehicle Club
Guest Vehicles of all types

2 and 4 Wheel, Auto-jumble
Confirmed Ferrari 328GTS (red)

Blaize Pitch – Mossfield Stadium Oban
Sunday 21st September

1.00 – 4.00 (free event)
Please note 

Parrot’s Memorial Primary Shinty Competition
in Mossfield same afternoon 

WASHINGTON Irving 
is currently on tour in the 
west Highands - before 
heading to play in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh.

The band was formed 
in Glasgow by friends 
that met in high school in 
Oban and have gone from 
strength to strength with 
their touring schedule.

The friends’ energetic 
live shows have developed 
a growing and very loyal 
fan base from extensive 
touring and performing at 
festivals across the UK. 

The band has released 

three singles, an EP and 
a two-part album through 
independent label Instinc-
tive Racoon.

The band’s sound is indie 
rock which echoes folk 
song writing from mem-
bers’ home on the west 
coast of Scotland.

Radio coverage
Last year the band was 

play listed on BBC Radio 
Scotland, featured on 
Steve Lamacq’s round 
table, championed by the 
likes of BBC6 music’s Tom 
Robinson, BBC Radio 1’s 
Ally McCrae, and Radio 

Scotland’s Vic Galloway, 
and was shown substantial 
support in the US by 
the likes of radio station 
KEXP. 

They toured with indie 
bands Frightened Rabbit 
and Wintersleep.

Washington Irving 
sold out the Oran Mor in 
Glasgow as part of Celtic 
Connections festival and 
was personally invited by 
the legendary celtic rock 
band Runrig to support it 
at its 40th anniversary in 
front of a crowd of 20,000. 

Their music video for 

single Palomides was 
created by Glasgow visual 
artist James Houston, was 
taken by Adam Buxton to 
feature on his show Bug 
and has achieved interna-
tional acclaim. 

An alternative mix of 
Palomides, mixed by 
Kevin McMahon, was 
featured in the audio of 
the video, and has been 
featured by London-based 
label Killing Moon and 
Ally Mccrae in their 
collaborative compilation 
New Moons: Volume II 
which is due for release on 

September 15.
Before the band head 

into the studio it will be 
performing some intimate 
shows in Scotland to road-
test its new songs, starting 
with a small and very spe-
cial highlands tour in Sep-
tember before returning 

Glasgow, band members’ 
adopted hometown.

The band can be seen 
on  September 10 at Enzo 
in Edinburgh and on Sep-
tember 18 at exhibition and 
conference space CCA in 
Glasgow.

WASHINGTON IRVING: A fi ne folk indie band from Oban

author’s superfan

Argyll Speaks: 
as rural parliament heads to Oban 

THE OUTER Hebrides 
Tourism Industry Associ-
ation (OHTIA) is working 
closely with the London 

have launched a competi-
tion to recruit the top 100 
superfans of crime writer 
Peter May.   

The award-winning au-
thor of several stand-alone 
novels and two series, is 
perhaps best loved for his 
internationally best-selling 
Lewis Trilogy set in Scot-
land’s Outer Hebrides.

The superfans will be 
asked to submit suggestions 
outlining how they would 
help share Peter May’s 
books and extend their 
enthusiasm to new readers.

The lucky 100 superfans 
will receive a pack includ-

ing early copies of May’s 
next book, Runaway, out 
January 2015; a copy of the 
Lewis Trilogy companion 

copies of their favourite 
May title; and regular up-
dates and excerpts.  

who have until September 
14 to apply to be a superfan, 
to document their sharing 
experience on social media 
using creative and imagina-
tive sharing techniques.

The competition to be a su-
perfan launched on August 
14.  The 100 super fans will 
be announced on October 1 
and the ultimate superfan 
winner will be announced 
on January 31.  Fans can ap-
ply at www.quercusbooks.
co.uk/peter-may-superfans.

AN AWARD-winning 
visitor attraction, and 
conservation and education 
charity, the Scottish Sea-
bird Centre, has launched 
its 2014 photography 
competition. 

The Scottish Seabird 
Centre Nature Photography 
Awards are in their ninth 
year and attract entries 
from amateur photogra-
phers locally, nationally 
and internationally. The 
awards seek to identify the 
best photographic talent 
from all age groups as well 
as encouraging people to 
interact with the natural 
world in a sustainable way. 

Winning photographers 
have the opportunity to se-
cure prizes including trips 
to the Isle of May National 
Nature Reserve; mem-
berships for the Scottish 
Seabird Centre and Scottish 
Wildlife Trust; vouchers for 

Northshots Photography 
and day-long wildlife trips 
courtesy of Isle of Mull 
Wildlife Expeditions.

The judges are Scot-
tish Natural Heritage’s 
award-winning pho-
tographer Lorne Gill, 
professional freelance pho-
tographer Graham Riddell 
and Scottish Field editor 
Richard Bath.

The deadline for entries 
is Sunday October 19: fol-
lowing this, the judges will 
meet to decide on a shortlist 
in each category. 

The shortlist will then be 
on display in the Seabird 
Centre and online for the 
public to cast their vote 
until Sunday February 22.

In each category there 
will be a winner selected 
by the judges and a winner 
selected by the voting pub-
lic. To enter the awards go 
to www.seabird.org.

Scottish Seabird Centre 

announces nature 

photography competition

Mental health festival in Oban
POWER and mental health will be put in the spotlight at 
one of the world’s largest social justice festivals taking place 
throughout Scotland from October 1 - 19. 

explore the nature of personal, political and social power 
as well as the disempowerment associated with mental ill 
health and the empowerment gained through the arts.

during the festival, for details contact the cinema.

A RECENTLY  hatched Leach’s Storm-petrel signals the 
success of a breeding programme from The National Trust 
for Scotland (NTS).

The bird is one of the least common seabirds of the British 
Isles, known only from a handful of sites, of which St Kilda 
is by far the most densely inhabited, with about 94 per cent 
of the known breeding population.

Earlier studies showed that the petrel population on Dùn, 
one of St Kilda’s islands, had halved between 1999 and 
2003 and very little is known about the species’ breeding 
patterns.

Chief petrel-head, Gina Prior, St Kilda’s Seabird and Ma-
rine Ranger said: ‘Given what seems to be an increasingly 
precarious situation for this rarest of seabirds, it was vital 
we found out more about their breeding patterns and the 
possible causes of population decline.

‘This is no easy task as Leach’s Storm-petrels are quite 

cracks in the rocks and only return to their burrow after 
dark.’

Early attempts to install wooden nest boxes in the hope 
that these would attract breeding pairs of petrels and make 
them easier to study proved fruitless. 

Instead, the NTS team joined forces with carpentry and 
joinery students at Inverness College to create a set of 

cramped spaces preferred by the birds.

was recorded.

of petrels are currently raising chicks this season.
Gina added: ‘I know that it isn’t the ‘done’ thing to name 

the animals we study but we couldn’t help ourselves.  
‘Squeak, the loudest of the chicks, increased his weight by 

an amazing 40 per cent in just two days.  
‘Puddle, the oldest chick of the three is a bit of a chubster 

as his feathers come in.  Squib, the youngest chick, is fast 
catching up with the other two.

‘Despite our successes with the project so far, we need 

to expand the number of nesting boxes if we are to gather 
more vital data. 

‘Steve MacDonald, a volunteer who joined an NTS work 
party on St Kilda, who happens to be a builder by trade, has 
come up with a fresh design of box which should be better 
at withstanding the harsh conditions here.

‘We are mass producing the new boxes over the winter 
and we will have them in place for the 2015 breeding season 
and hopefully the results will be well worthwhile.’

Petrel project progess

THE SQUEAK: putting on 40 per cent of its weight in two 
days, it is good news for the Leach’s Storm-petrel.

Washington Irving on tour

TICKETS have gone on 
sale for the third Three 
Lochs Book and Arts Fes-
tival - based at the Sunart 
Centre in Strontian - which 
kicks off on Friday Sep-
tember 26 with a schools’ 
programme enabling local 
youngsters to work with 
participating authors.

Friday evening is Film 

including snacks and a bar.
Author Alan Bisset will 

introduce one of his favour-

discussion afterwards.
Saturday’s programme is 

packed with events, many 
geared towards children. 
For the youngest, there are 
Book Bug story sessions, 
while author Jon Fardell 

will run a family-oriented 
book event. 

The ever-popular Kids’ 
Cook School will be back, 
as will Room 13 which will 
feature book and paper 
making. There will also 
be a screening of 'Spirited 
Away', an animation suit-
able for all ages (although 
spooky in parts).

Many of these activities 
run concurrently with the 
main literature and arts 
events so that parents can 
pursue their interests, 
knowing their children are 
happily occupied.

For adults, author events 
include Andrew Greigand 
presenting From Tiller to 
Tomb. 

Jackie Kay will talk about 

her popular books and our 
patron, Alexander McCall 
Smith, will discuss his most 
recent books and life since 
his last visit four years ago.

Hands-on sessions in-
clude a short story-writing 
workshop with Alan Bisset, 
while Dorothy McPhee 
will run a book marbling 
workshop. 

Norrie MacLaren will 
talk about his ‘Adventures 
in the Screen Trade’ and 
host an exhibition of 
screen-based artwork.

Music lovers will enjoy 
Margaret McLellan’s ses-
sion on traditional Gaelic 
Waulking Songs, which 
were sung by the women as 
they worked the cloth. 

Also on a musical theme, 

Mary Ann Kennedy will 
present music, stories, 
archive recordings and 
images from her family’s 
award-winning book 
‘Fonn - The Campbells of 
Greepe’.

Following the untimely 
death of Iain Banks–a 
popular guest at the last 
festival – this year’s ‘Big 
Read’ session is entitled 
‘Homage to Iain Banks’. 
The books discussed will 

‘Hydrogen Sonata’ and his 

which was completed just 
before his death. 

After all that intellectual 
activity, Saturday evening 
is a chance for folk to 
enjoy a barbecue and bar, 

-  an evening with the 
comedian Ed Byrne.

The Tobermory Book-
shop, Tackle and Books, 
will be on site, stocking 
a wide range of books, 
including those featured at 
the festival - with opportu-
nities to have them signed 
by the authors. 

The Three Lochs Cafe 
will serve food all day, 
and a selection of local 
food stalls will provide an 
opportunity to take some 
goodies home.

For up to date news, full 
programme details and 
information about where 
to buy tickets,visit: www.

on Facebook.

Fishy theme swims into pages of festival 

ARGYLL Voluntary Action (AVA) is getting people togeth-

coming to Oban on November 6-8.
While the ‘key themes’ of the event have been drawn up  - 

AVA want people to come along and use the opportunity to 

In partnership with AVA, the Scottish Rural Parliament is 
holding a regional meeting in Argyll in advance.

Glenn Heritage of AVA said: ‘The main aims of this meet-
ing are to disseminate information regarding the Scottish 
Rural Parliament, to discuss issues and to identify delegates 
to attend the parliament.

‘We are hosting this as a non-political event to ensure our 
views are fed through to Scottish Rural Parliament.

‘This regional meeting  - Argyll  Speaks – is an opportu-
nity to hold round table discussions to inform the parliament 
and an opportunity to learn more about the key services 
which Argyll provides from our public sector and commu-
nity planning partners.’  

The event will be held in the Corran Halls in Oban on 
Wednesday September 17 from 12 noon until 4pm with a 
lunch provided.

Yes
we can

* ADVERTISEMENT BY YES CAMPAIGN OBAN LORN AND THE ISLANDS
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Adorable abandoned ginger cat 
Thunder is seeking shelter from a 
storm when he tumbles into a creepy 
old house, home of retired magician 
Lawrence, aka ‘The Illustrious Lorenzo’ 
in this fun-packed family adventure.

An unprecedented barrage of 
tornadoes devastates an American 
town in this spectacular disaster movie.

An intense crime thriller set in a 
lawless future Australia. A decade 
after “the collapse”, the Australian 
outback has become a wild, anarchic 
place populated by armed, angry and 
desperate men. 

An orphan boy leads his quirky family 
of subterranean critters into battle with 
an evil villain in this fun-packed family 
animation. Eleven-year-old Eggs 
(Isaac Hempstead-Wright) has been 
raised in the underground lair of the 
Boxtrolls. These lovable creatures only 
come out at night to scour the streets 
of Cheesebridge for trash, which they 
turn into amazing inventions! Eggs has 
been with them so long that he now 

thinks he is a Boxtroll. Their nemesis 
is the evil Archibald Snatcher (Ben 
Kingsley) - a pest exterminator with 
ideas above his station.

Scarlett Johansson stars in a 
breathtaking action-thriller about 
a woman who accidentally develops 
superhuman powers. In Taiwan, 
terrified young American Lucy is 
abducted by a gang of brutal drug 
traffickers. Telling her that she is to 
become their mule, they sew packets 
of narcotics into her stomach. But 
when these leak into her bloodstream, 
Lucy undergoes an astonishing 
transformation. As her brain becomes 
supercharged, she quickly acquires 
incredible strength, vast intellectual 
capacity and amazing telekinetic 
powers. These allow her to turn the 
tables on her captors. 

Smitten Daniel Radcliffe and Zoe 
Kazan try to remain just friends in this 
charming romantic comedy. After being 
left with a broken heart, medical school 
dropout Wallace (Daniel Radcliffe) is 
avoiding romance. But then he meets 
flirty animator Chantry (Zoe Kazan) at 

a party. The connection between them 
is immediate. Unfortunately, Chantry 
reveals that she’s living with Ben (Rafe 
Spall), her boyfriend of five years. As 
Wallace and Chantry start hanging out 
together, bonding over their shared 
love of ‘The Princess Bride’, their 
friendship deepens. How long can they 
postpone the inevitable? 
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE

The fastest-selling production in the 
Young Vic’s history, Tennessee Williams’ 
timeless masterpiece A Streetcar 
Named Desire will be broadcast live 
from their London home by National 
Theatre Live. With Gillian Anderson 
(The X-Files, The Fall) as Blanche 
DuBois, Ben Foster (Lone Survivor, Kill 
Your Darlings) as Stanley and Vanessa 
Kirby (BBC’s Great Expectations, Three 
Sisters at the Young Vic) as Stella.
As Blanche’s fragile world crumbles, 
she turns to her sister Stella for solace 
– but her downward spiral brings her 
face to face with the brutal, unforgiving 
Stanley Kowalski. Visionary director 
Benedict Andrews returns to the 
Young Vic following his Critics’ Circle 
Award-winning Three Sisters.
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THIS WEEK’S 
LISTINGS
MONDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast 
Show, 0900 Monday 
Morning With Andy 
and Stephen, 1100 
Molly Black, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim 
Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 
Rosie's Highland 
Fling, 2000 John 
McLuckie's Show, 
2100 David Cullen, 
2200 Americano 
Show with Michelle
TUESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show 
with Maggie May, 
1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are 

Made of This with Ken 
Hunter, 1330 The Quiz 
with Danni Hay, 1500 
Lesley Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive-
time with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish 
with  Archie Cameron, 
2000 Highest Praise 
with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 
Northern Soul with 
Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish 
(repeat), 1000 Com-
fort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine 
Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell and 
Coll, 1900 Country 
Meets Rock with Len 

& Ken, 2100 Gordon’s 
Grooves
THURSDAY:
0800 Maggie May’s 
Carousel, 1100, 
Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Gordon Covey, 
1700 Drivetime with 
DJ Taz, 1900 Chris-
tine’s Collection, 2100 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 
Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:
0800 Jean Ainsley 
Breakfast Show, 1000 
Teeny and Tiny Show,  
1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 
Weekend Warmup 
with Ian Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 
1845 Sports View, 
1900 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie 

Craig, 2000 Friday 
Night with Innes, 
2100 TFI Friday with 
Jim Lawn
SATURDAY:
0900 Maggie’s 
Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 
Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crowsher, 
1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 
Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave 
Lewis
SUNDAY:
0900 Sunday Morning 
with Breege, 1100 
- 1400 Allan, 1630 
Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 1900 
New Country Show 
with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass 
with Graham Scott

Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at

www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or

call us on 01631 570057

Oban FM Community Radio, 132 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT

Towering above the rest

SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING

TASTER CLASS
(free)

Monday 15th Sept, 8pm
Church of Scotland 
Centre, Glencruitten 

Road, Oban
Contact Liz Allen

01631 710845

KILMALLIE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, CORPACH

Buttons and Bows
Saturday 20 Sept, 7.30pm

Band lead by Bruce 
Lindsey includes talented 

Tickets £7 incl tea & biscuits
Contact Bobby Henderson 

01397 700268

RENOWNED poet and 
writer Kenneth Stephen 
is inspiring with his 
down-to-earth-ness in 
his latest book, Iona The 
other Island.

His words are freshly 
illustrated by Iain 
Sarjeant - a photograph 
whose work is complete-
ly understated.

Serjeant brings colour 
and life to many well-
kent picture of the island, 
his picture of the Marble 
Quarry is outstanding. 
There is a lightness not 
often experienced in the 

world.
Kenneth is a step 

brother of a friend, and 
I enjoyed thinking of her 
within this book and her 
adventures as a young 
person on the island.

This book is an ad-
venture story, a travel 
guide, a psalter and a 
gift. A book that can be 
thoroughly enjoyed.

It conveys the island 
without the knots, trials 
and tribulation of the 
Christianity of the island 
that can so often over-

MARBLE QUARRY: A fresh picture of Iona's industrial 
past. Photo: Iain Sarjeant.

Iona, The 
Other Island

A REPLICA of the Connel 
Bridge will be shown for 

tion in Bonnybridge, near 
Falkirk in early next month.

The model railway exhi-
bition on Saturday October 
4 and Sunday October 5 
will see the nine-inch high 
bridge take pride of place.

Iconic
Train enthusiast Peter 

Midwinter, who is building 
the bridge, said: ‘I wanted 
to build the bridge because 
it has always struck me as 
being an iconic bridge of 

its time and I wanted to 
build an additional layout 
featuring the bridge as the 
centre part.

‘The main bridge is built 
from Plastruct sections 
having various shapes to 
represent the different 
beams and trusses on the 
original. 

Time consuming
‘There is some £500 of 

plastic section used in its 
construction and time taken 
is in the order of about 500 
hours’ work.

‘We had more than 30 

people contact us via 
phone, email, letter re-
garding information on the 
bridge which I was after, 
like the colour scheme and 
the huts at each end of the 
bridge etc.

‘We have had a lot of 
enquiries from people ask-
ing where they can see the 

Oban. 
‘It would be nice to show 

the people the layout when 

and space of getting it to 
Oban.’

CONNEL BRIDGE: a miniature of Connel Bridge will be making its fi rst appearance in 
Bonnybridge at the start of October.

VIRTUAL underwater 
dives showcasing some of 
Scotland’s most important 
marine wildlife have been 
published online by Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH).

The dives feature comput-
er animation to reveal some 
of Scotland’s hidden marine 
landscapes and the variety 
of animals and plants that 
live there. 

Viewers can take a dip 
with bottlenose dolphins 
amongst the sea grass 
meadows of the Sound of 
Barra, or swim with basking 
sharks and rare fan mussels 
in the rich waters off the 
Small Isles.

Owen McGrath of SNH 
said: ‘We are all used to see-
ing spectacular underwater 
footage on television from 
exotic locations such as the 
Caribbean or Australia’s 

Great Barrier Reef. 
‘Many of us are probably 

less familiar though with the 
rich variety of marine life in 
the seas around Scotland. 

‘We hope these dives will 
give people a feel for just 
how special the seas here 
are and encourage them to 
explore the sea life of the 
Hebrides for themselves.’

The virtual dives were 
created using real survey 
data, video footage, pho-
tography and sound record-

as possible, the fascinating 
and colourful environment 
in Scottish waters.

Find the virtual dives 
on SNH’s Scotland’s Seas 
Interactive webpage, track 
the movements of basking 
sharks, download free pho-
tos and explore the marine 
life of Loch Sunart. 

COMMON SEAL: in a an uncommon view. 

Go virtual diving 
in Scottish seas

North Argyll
Die-cast Model Show

Arts & Crafts sale
in The Victory Hall, 

Benderloch
10am-4.30pm

Sat 13th Sept & Sun 14th Sept
Admission £2.00

Grand raffle
All proceeds towards Anthony 
Nolan and Victory Hall Fund

SVTEC Farming Yesteryear 
and Vintage Rally 

Sunday 14th 
September, 2014, 

at Scone Palace Parklands, 
Perth. 

Gates open at 7.30 a.m. 
Adults £10, Concessionaries 

and Children £5.
Scottish Reg Charity No SCO40667 

www.svtec.org

Connel Bridge to feature 
in model exhibition

Summer 
exhibition
success

BOOK REVIEW
by Louise Lee

ART: Hazel Laird displayed 
her work, which is 
inspired by the west coast, 
alongside some of the 32 
artists who were involved 
in the exhibition. 

Oban Art Society 
celebrates this 
year’s great display

www.facebook.com/obantimes

OBAN Art Society talent 
was on show in abundance 
at an exhibition held in 
the Army Cadet Centre in 
Oban.

The summer show had 
many different mediums 
including sculpture, 
household objet d’art and 
a huge variety of local 
talent.

The exhibition was attend-
ed by locals and visitors. 

Most of the work on 
show was for sale and by 
the time the end of the ex-
hibition came around there 
were plenty of red dots on 
items.

Highlights included 
many beautiful landscapes 
and work revealing the life 
and energy of the area of 
North Argyll. 

Art society chairwoman, 
Monika Smyth told The 
Oban Times that the 
exhibition had been very 
successful, and the funds 
raised would support a 
winter programme for 
anyone interested in art.

‘The exhibition was 
open for eight days and we 

displayed the work of 32 
local artists. Work was ex-
hibited from my grandson 
[a work called Thistles] to 
members in their 80s.

Monika added: ‘We are 
all inclusive in the art 
society and open to people 
of all abilities. Art is some-
thing to be enjoyed.

‘The winter programme 
will include workshops 
and four evening talks.

‘Everyone should have a 
go at doing some art.

‘Everyone has their own 
style and people appre-
ciate different things. At 
one time I had an artist 
who bought  many of my 
paintings. He began to 
apologise for doing so, and 
I said, ‘it is just because 
we see the world the same 
way’.’

The programme for the 
winter is now well under 
way and programme sec-
retary Rhoda Thomas is 
looking for ideas to enter-
tain and inspire members 
in their work.

Rhoda can be contacted 
on obanred@aol.com 

Argyll Animal Aid

Christmas Fayre
Corran Halls, Oban

Saturday 22nd November 11am to 3pm
To book a stall please call Jean on 01631 
566406 for a booking form, or download  

from www.argyllanimalaid.org.uk
Charity bookings £18 Commercial etc £25

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Mitsubishi L200 Pick Up

£4250 o.n.o.

Contact 07500 786612

2006 1 owner 71000 

miles, Leather seats, 

air con, cd,

Truck man Top.

Off -road tyres.

Taxed And Motd.

Suzuki Jimny 1.3 JLX

£1,100 o.n.o.

Tel: 01583 441292 or 07766 838860

2000, 3 door, petrol, 75,000 
miles, MOT’d until February 
2015, taxed until January 2015, 
lots of service history, one 
previous owner.
Super little 4x4, being sold 
reluctantly.

Honda CR-V. (Petrol) 2000

£1475

Tel: 01631 562595

New MOT
New tyres and exhaust 
fi tted this year.
One careful Lady 
owner. Never used 
off -road.

Ford Transit Low Roof SWB Van for sale

£4,700 o.n.o.

Tel: 07774 531097

66,600 miles. 

Roof rack 

included.

Ford Transit 2.5 diesel 
Countryman Motorhome

£6,000 o.n.o.

Tel: 01852 300213

2 berth, 1994, power steering, tow 

bar, electric hook-up, full size cooker, 

fridge, microwave, shower and 

cassette toilet, hot and cold water.

Taxed until 30/11/2014 MOT expires 

05/06/2015 Mileage - 91,239.

2005 Fiat Swift lifestyle 
6 Berth Motorhome

£18,000

Contact 07515899880

12 months Mot, 5 months 

Tax, 23,000 miles. Sat Nav, 

Reverse Camera, Satellite 

TV, Full Awning and 

unused Porch.

Garage storage space.

Peugeot Elddis 180

£32,000 o.n.o.

Telephone 01967 402300/07867 975405

2011, 9,600 miles, 

Tax Nov 2014, MOT,  

6 berth, Fridge, Gas 

Heating & Electric, 

TV, DVD TV, plus full 

awning.

Vauxhall Astra Enjoy Twinport 1600cc

£1400 o.n.o.

Tel: 01546 870240

54 plate, 1 years 

MOT and 6 month 

Tax. 90k. 

New timing belt, 

full service.

Lunar Lexon 560 Caravan 2011

£11,750 o.n.o.

Tel: 01738 730286

Excellent condition, 

hardly used. 4 berth, 

island bed, hob, oven, 

fridge, microwave, radio/

CD player. Easy assemble 

awning. Presently sited 

PH36 4HX.  Lots of extras.

14’ GRP Dinghy

Tel: 01631 720414 or 07775 501658

With 6hp Yamaha 

2 stroke engine, 

oars and rowlocks. 

All in excellent 

condition.

£1600 o.n.o.

Highlander fast fi sher 15½’ 2010

Tel: 07788 731967   Ask for George

4 stroke & 2.3hp Tohastu 4 stroke 

2010. Boat and engines in new 

condition. Trailer, cover, fi dh fi nder, 

echo sounder, GPS, ship to shore.

Cost new £13,000. Quick sale 

required. Can be seen at North 

Ledaig.

£7,750

BOAT MOULDS 
FOR SALE

Telephone 01389 710070
07812 583651

8ft - 13ft - 16ft - 18ft

Traditional Shapes.

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150
 

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

WANTED

Tel 07788 260263

Caravans, Campervans, 
all Motor Homes, any year,

size or condition, even damp 
or damaged. 

Will collect and pay cash.

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good quality 4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4x4 pickups, must be in good condition and 

reasonable mileage. Older 4x4s and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Avondale Caravan

Tel: 01436 810544 or 
07892 357819

1999, 2 - 3 berth
Call for details.

£500

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 

or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, 
Toyota, Landrover, Mitsubishi, 

high miles no problem, 
MOT or not, instant decision, 

same day payment.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

All 4 X 4 Vehicles
any make or model, from 1990 to new, 
also high mileage, non runners, MOT 

failures etc considered.
Finance settled, top cash prices paid,

instant payment and collection.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Wanted all 4 x 4’s

 Telephone 07789 138028

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrovers etc, 
mileage no problem.  Distance no 

object.  Specialise in Vauxhall Brava 
and Isuzu pick-ups.

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



Simple changes to increase saleability of your 
property during winter
NAEA off ers advice for sellers mar-

keting their property in the winter

For the best chance to sell your prop-

erty during the cold and dark winter 

months it’s important to make your 

property stand out, more so than 

during the spring, says the National 

Association of Estate Agents (NAEA).

Winter can be cold, dark and wet, 

which often means properties are 

unable to promote some of their 

best features. By incorporating a few 

simple tips, sellers can enhance their 

property’s look and feel and increase 

their chance of attracting an offer.

Jan H tch, President of the NAEA, 

said: “The winter months are tradi-

tionally a difficult time for sellers 

trying to impress buyers with their 

home. An inviting atmosphere in 

these gloomier months is vital and 

it’s often the smallest changes to a 

property that can make it stand out 

above others. Simple things such as 

ensuring the home is warm and well 

lit can improve saleability during 

these cold, dull months and additions 

such as garden lights to enhance the 

entrance to your home can stimulate 

buyers’ imaginations.

“Practical issues are of importance 

at this time of year too, with the 

dark days highlighting awareness of 

light and heating costs. With buyers 

now concerned more than ever on 

the running costs of a home, sellers 

should seek to highlight any ener-

gy-saving features which will entice 

an offer out of buyers.” 

The NAEA’s top tips for those market-

ing their property during winter are as 

follows:

First impressions really do count – 

winter can often make front gardens 

and paths look dull and uninviting. 

Ensuring these are clean and clear of 

leaves and dirt can often improve the 

attractiveness of the property. Making 

sure the doorway, entrance stairs or 

porch are well lit can help create an 

inviting home. Giving the front door 

and front aspect windows a fresh coat 

of paint will also help give a great fi rst 

impression to buyers.

Warm and friendly – It’s important 

to make your house feel warm and 

homely. If a buyer enters a property 

that is cold, they’re unlikely to stay 

long. Ensure the property is adequately 

heated before buyers arrive to view the 

property, even if it means using the 

timer to pre-heat your house if you’re 

at work during a viewing.

It is also worthwhile highlighting any 

energy saving features you have in your 

home such as double glazed windows, 

insulation or if you have a particularly 

energy-effi  cient boiler. With the cost 

of running a home ever increasing, 

knowing a property is equipped with 

features that will help save money 

will increase the attractiveness to the 

buyer.

Bright and beautiful – Ensure your 

home is well lit. This means making 

sure all of your lights work including 

the security lights, before a viewing 

takes place. If a viewing takes place 

during the day, open all of the curtains 

and blinds to ensure as much natural 

light as possible enters the home. This 

will often add to the atmosphere and 

make the home look bright and airy.

Having clean windows will also help 
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS

PROPERTY NEWS 

LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

INSURANCE

TO LET

WANTED

COMMERCIAL

BUSINESS 
FOR SALE

Fort William

cameronremovals@
hotmail.co.uk

Professional couple 
with young family are 
relocating to the Isle 
of Mull/Oban area & 
require house to rent. 
3/4 Bed property, rural or 
town location, close to a 

primary school, bus route 
and high school if poss.

Contact Andy on 
07553 404 498 or 

patonas@yahoo.com

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

To Let - Near Spean Bridge & Fort William

Two bedroom flat in an idyllic rural location. 
Further information on request.

Landlord Registration No: 40775/270/24030

Energy Performance Certificate – Band F

For information please contact Angus Kelly
email: angus.kelly@bidwells.co.uk

TO LET OBAN
Fully Furnished 

3 Bedroom House
£600 pcm + Council Tax 

& Utilities
Sorry No Smoking, Pets 

or DSS
References required

Landlord Reg:
252990/130/23511

Tel 01631 562 753 - 
Evenings

Country Kiln

A

FFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Promote your business in our Property 

FOR SALE

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

Offers in the region 
of £145,000

3 Ellenabeich, Easdale
By Oban PA34 4RQ
• Charming mid-terraced 

cottage in the picturesque 
village of Ellenabeich

• Porch, Lounge, Double 
Bedroom, Kitchen, 
Bathroom, Private Garden

• Extended & renovated to a 
high standard

• Immaculate condition with 
newly installed kitchen & 
neutral décor throughout

• Exclusive private garden 
(adjacent to property) 

• Fully double glazed, wood 
burning stove & electric 
heating

• Viewing highly recommended

FREEHOLD FOR SALE IN THREE 
LOTS OR AS A WHOLE

Lot 1 - 0.53 Ha/1.30 Acres
Offers Over £30,000

Lot 2 - 100.10 Ha/247.34 Acres
Offers Over £200,000

Lot 3 - 114.05 Ha/281.81 Acres
Offers Over £270,000

As A Whole Offers Over £500,000

LOCHDON FOREST Isle of Mull, Argyll

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800    www.johnclegg.co.uk.

Window Blinds

Photography

Call our Property Recruitment team on 
0845 268 0556
Email  letmycottage@wynvr.co.uk
or visit www.letmycottage.co.uk

It’s time...
...to give your holiday property 
the attention it deserves!
If you have a 4* or 5* property we can provide:
•  Multi-£million marketing campaigns
•  Free photography, free copywriting and free 

grading to tourist board standards (UK only)
•  Free additional listing on our popular sister 

website www.cottages4you.co.uk

light enter the property and allow 

buyers to look out into the garden if 

the weather is bad, portraying a clean, 

well looked-after home.

Clear the garden – Make sure your 

garden is presentable. This means 

packing any garden furniture away if 

it is inclement weather and clearing 

leaves and debris from the patio and 

garden paths. A messy garden can 

signal the need for too much work 

and eff ort and thus detract buyers 

from making an off er.

Can you smell the sale? – It is also 

worth noting that our sense of smell 

is 10,000 times more sensitive than 

any other senses* so it is equally im-

portant that the property smells nice. 

Remove any damp footwear from 

the entrance-way and even consider 

opening a few windows in the days 

before a viewing to freshen up the 

property.

What’s the weather? – Always try 

and arrange a viewing on a day that 

will show your property in the best 

possible light. If there’s a storm on 

its way it may be best to re-arrange a 

viewing once the storm has passed. 

Allow adequate time to fi x any dam-

age such as falling fences.

* http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/factfi les/

smell/smell_animation.shtml



Financial Controller
West Highland Gas

Oban
West Highland Gas is an established division of the successful Argyll Re-
sources Group. Specialising in the sales and service of LPG gas with several 
depots along the West Coast we have a vacancy for a Financial Controller/
Management Accountant based in our Head Office in Oban.
This new commercial role requires applicants to have the technical knowl-
edge and ability to produce monthly management accounts and use man-
agement information to influence and manage business performance.     
Managing a small team this role will provide the successful candidate with an 
opportunity to play an integral role in the successful growth of this business.

Accounts Assistant
To assist in our busy office with responsibility for a range of accounts related 
administrative tasks, this temporary role could lead to a full time position in 
the near future.  
If you have some experience working in an office environment please con-
tact us. 
To apply please send your full c.v. and details of your current salary to gail@
greenburn.co.uk or telephone 07753 573904 for further information.

Carers Direct Limited  
are an independent provider 
specialising in care at home.

We are looking for Carers to work in the 
Oban Area.
Rate of pay from £8.50/hour – variable hours.

Alternate weekends essential. Car driver essential
SVQ 2 preferred, training provided.
Application forms from 01631 569 550.
Registered with Scottish Care Commission.  
Applications subject to PVG Scheme vetting.

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + 
Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
offer you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising 
and features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from 
on-going training, first class support, job stability and the opportunity to 
work for a professional company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

OES Ltd requires the 
following experienced 

personnel
Electrical Contracts Manager

Must have previous experience, SMSTS etc.

Maintenance Contracts Manager
An all trades background would be preferred.

Electricians
Maintenance plumber/Multi Skilled operative

Apply in writing with a copy of current CV to ‘
Angus MacPherson, Managing Director,

OES Ltd, 19 Stevenson street, Oban,
PA34 5NA. 01631 564203. Info@oes-group.co.uk

Glenfinnan
Farm Technician

Salary £17,978 - £22,808 plus overtime
We currently have a vacancy for a Farm Technician at our 
freshwater site at Glenfinnan. The position is on a full time, 
permanent basis.
The successful applicant will be required to carry out a variety of 
duties including feeding, net changing and other general farm 
tasks, and be willing to work flexibly to meet the demands of the 
job. The position will require working a 40 hour week on any five 
out of seven days. 
Applications are invited from individuals who have a positive 
approach to this type of work and who are competent swimmers.  
Experience is certainly an advantage although training will be 
provided. A current driving licence is essential. 
If you are interested in applying for this vacancy 
please submit an application in writing, by the 
closing date of Friday 26th September  2014 
to: Vicky Ferguson,
Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 
7PT.

Domestic
Salary £4,455- £4,867
Ardrishaig, Argyll 9 hours per week
Lochgilphead, Argyll 2 hours per week
Closing Date: 12 noon on Thursday 25th 
September 2014
Interviews for this post will be held on 
Friday 3rd October 2014.
ACHA welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community and is committed 
to promoting equal opportunities. This post 
will be subject to a Disclosure Scotland PVG 
check. 
To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment, if you are 
unable to access the website please 
contact the recruitment team:
Tel: 01546 605917 or 
email: recruitment@acha.co.uk

RECRUITMENT FAYRE
Looking for part time work in the Lochgilphead Area?
Argyll and Bute Council’s Catering and Cleaning Service has various posts available 
for immediate start. There’s a range of opportunities on offer, from working with our 
school meal services to being part of the team that keeps our buildings and offi ces 
clean and tidy. You don’t necessarily need to have previous experience – we can offer 
training, too.
Drop into the Lochgilphead Commuity Centre, on 24/9/14 between 10am and 4pm 
to apply.
Interviews will be held on the day.
Please bring along proof of eligibility to work in the UK 
(identifi cation) and copies of any qualifi cations you have. 
If you have a driving license, please bring it with you.
For further information, please telephone 01436 658968. 
You can also fi nd out more online at 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
lochgilphead-recruitment

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

SUPPORT ASSISTANTS – ARGYLL & BUTE
(OBAN, LOCHGILPHEAD, CAMPBELTOWN, DUNOON, HELENSBURGH, 
ROTHESAY)
Full-Time & Part-Time: £13,821 - £15,437 pa (pro rata)
Relief: 7.02 plus paid annual leave 

Please quote your preferred locality and job reference number 477 when 
applying for this vacancy

We are recruiting for full-time & part–time Support Assistant vacancies based 
in our Oban & Lochgilphead homecare and housing support services.

Support Work covers the whole range of tasks to help people live in their 
own homes safely, to follow their interests, develop friendships and deal 
with health issues. If you believe that everyone has a right to live the life 
they want, we would like to meet you. You may be experienced and be 
looking to develop your career, or you may be new to this work and have 
the right personal qualities to build on. Either way, this is a chance to help 
people to make a real change to their lives. 

Carr Gomm also has opportunities for Relief Support Assistants across Argyll 
& Bute based in Oban & Lochgilphead area. Our services include: overnight 
response, care at home (days) and housing support (including support of 
homeless people).  If you are flexible and looking to work on an ad-hoc basis, 
we would love to hear from you, regardless of how many hours you can spare. 
Please quote job reference number 478 when applying for Relief work 

As our services deliver throughout Argyll & Bute, car use is desirable, with 
mileage and travel time between visits paid.  

We offer competitive terms and conditions including: pension, enhanced 
annual leave and sickness, and training opportunities. We aim to provide 
services and recruit staff without discrimination.  For an application pack 
visit our website: www.carrgomm.org, e-mail: recruitment@carrgomm.org, 
Tel: 0131 659 4770, or contact Carr Gomm, SPACE, 11 Harewood Road, 
Edinburgh EH16 4NT. 

Closing Date: noon, Monday 29th September 2014

Carr Gomm is a Scottish social care charity & not-for-profit company 
with more than 15 years’ experience of providing quality person-
centred support to individuals with a wide range of support needs. 
We provide care & support in people’s own homes, in specialist 
supported living services & through our community development 
initiatives. 

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Tel. 01631 562168

Care Home for the Elderly

Staff Vacancies, permanent 
part time posts, cook, 

domestic/laundry 
assistants.

For an application form and job description 
contact Manager Morag A Telfer.

NORTH ARGYLL 
HOUSE

MAM Contracting 
Ltd, Crieff 
is looking for 

shuttering joiners, and 
construction workers 

contracts for renewable 

Fort William area.  
No agency enquiries.

01764 654703

MORHAM & BROTCHIE
Chartered Quantity Surveyors & Valuers

Leading Quantity Surveying & Valuation Practice require the following staff

Senior Secretary/Administrator
The successful candidate will join our experienced team in our Head Office 
in Oban and will be involved in all aspects of client interaction, secretarial 
and administrative duties, company bookkeeping and VAT returns.

You should have good professional or educational qualifications or be 
willing to work towards appropriate qualifications and have first class inter- 
personal and IT skills. You should be well organised and be capable of 

delivering quality outcomes as required while managing competing priori-
ties.

We are looking for a confident individual with an outgoing personality and 
the ability to interact with our clients in a professional and confidential 
manner.

This is an excellent career opportunity for which an appropriate remunera-
tion package is being offered for negotiation.

Please apply in writing enclosing your C.V to:

Tommy McQuade, Principal, Morham & Brotchie, Chartered Quantity

Surveyors, 5 Stafford Street, Oban, PA34 5NJ

are recruiting for
HGV Tipper Driver (Class2)
360° Excavator Operators

Dumper and Roller Operators
Must have previous experience, hold 

relevant CPCS, CSCS tickets and 
Driving Licence 

Please apply in writing or by e-mail 
stating previous experience to:
McFadyens Contractors  Ltd

Glebe Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6LR
E-mail: info@mcfadyenscontractors.co.uk
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Cinema Manager
for a bustling community enterprise 

in the heart of Oban.
Must have retail, staff management and business 

experience and be willing to go the extra mile.
The role includes working with volunteers 

and a board of directors. 
Training provided on projection equipment.

Salary negotiable for the right person.
Cinema Technician

£7 per hour
Permanent front of house staff 
and volunteers also required

Contact Louise Glen-Lee at
louiseglenlee@gmail.com

for further details and job description.
Closing date: Monday 22nd September.

Little Gaelic 
Voices

A new group seeking 
a Play Worker to 

help provide monthly 
sessions for children 

5 & under. 
Introduce Gaelic to

children through songs,
stories & activities.

Training can be provided.
Must be a Gaelic speaker.
Contact 01546 830104

Recruiting Production & 
Engineering Team Leader

Accountable for the management of 

 



First Registration 
of a Croft.

Kenneth Christopher 
Tindal has registered 
his croft Sandbank, 
Kilfinichen and 
Kilvickeon on the 
Crofting Register 
held by the Registers 
of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the Registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 
22nd May 2015.
Details of the 
Registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/
home.
The Croft Registration 
Number is AO733.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ewan MacDonald 
has registered his 
croft Brolas, Croft 4, 
Ardchattan & Muckcairn 
- A1587, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 22nd June, 2015.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C432

First Registration 
of a Croft

Stewart Campbell has 
registered his croft 12 
Anaheilt, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 6 May, 2015.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C394

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Deborah Carmichael 
has registered her croft  20 
& 21 Badabrie, Kilmallie 
on the Crofting register  
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 26 May 2015. 
Details of the Registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.

The Crofting Registration 
Number is : I2152

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Marine farm installation, South West of Shuna 

Island,Shuna Sound
Notice is hereby given that Kames Fish Farming 
Ltd has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the 
Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of marine farm 
installation at:

 Location Latitude Longitude 
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
 South West of 

 Shuna Sound
 Mooring line extents 56.12.218’N 005 37.043’W
  56 12.259’N  005 36.930’W
  56 12.429’N 005 37.449’W
  56 12.239’N 005 37.226’W
  56 12.531’N 005 37.409’W
  56 12.572’N 005 37.296’W
  56 12.545’N 005 37.129’W
  56 12.361’N 005 36.891’W
 Mooring grid extents 56 12.469’N 005 37.337’W
  56 12.510’N 005 37.224’W
  56 12.321’N 005 37.002’W
  56 12.280’N 005 37.115’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Kilmelford Post Office, Kilmelford, 
Oban. PA34 4XA
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.
gov.uk, quoting reference: 
05338
Kames Fish Farming Ltd

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

A830 GARBH BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined 
that their proposal to replace Garbh Bridge on A830, alongside Loch Eilt 
between Glenfinnan and Lochailort is -
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/
EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects 
on the environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and 
Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) 
of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said 
Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in 
Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject to an 
environmental impact assessment in accordance with the Directive,
and accordingly the project does not require the publication of an 
Environmental Statement.
C GAIR
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers

Transport Scotland

Trunk Roads Bus Operations

Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

03 September 2014

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984 AND THE ACQUISITION OF LAND 
(AUTHORISATION PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1947
THE A830 TRUNK ROAD (UTHA BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT)
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 2014
1. Notice is hereby given that the Scottish Ministers, (hereinafter 
referred to as “the acquiring authority”) in exercise of the powers 
conferred by sections 103 to 108 inclusive of the Roads (Scotland) Act 
1984 as read with section 110(2) of that Act, on the Second day of 
September Two Thousand and Fourteen, have made a Compulsory 
Purchase Order entitled “The A830 Trunk Road (Utha Bridge 
Improvement) Compulsory Purchase Order 2014.”
2. The Order as made provides for the purchase of the land described in 
the Schedule hereto, for the purpose of improving the A830 Fort William 
- Mallaig Trunk Road lying between Glenfi nnan and Ranochan in the 
vicinity of Glenfi nnan, Inverness. 
3. A copy of the Order and the map referred to therein has been 
deposited at the offi ces of Transport Scotland, Reception, 9th Floor, 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF between 
8:30am to 5pm (Monday to Thursday), 8:30am to 4:30pm (Friday); the 
Highland Council Service Point, Lochaber House, High Street, Fort William 
PH33 6EL between 9:00am to 5:00pm (Monday to Friday) and 
Glenfi nnan Post Offi ce, Glenfi nnan, Inverness-shire PH37 4LT between 
10:00am to 1.00pm (Monday to Saturday), and may be inspected free of 
charge from 11 September 2014 to 23 October 2014. 
4. The Order as made becomes operative on the Eleventh day of 
September Two Thousand and Fourteen being the date on which this 
notice is fi rst published; but a person aggrieved by the Order may, in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 15 of the First Schedule to 
the Acquisition of Land (Authorisation Procedure) (Scotland) Act 1947, as 
extended by section 60 of the Lands Compensation (Scotland) Act 1973, 
by application to the Court of Session within 6 weeks from that date, 
question its validity on the grounds (i) that the authorisation granted by 
the Order is not empowered to be granted or (ii) that the applicant’s 
interests have been substantially prejudiced by failure to comply with 
any statutory requirements relating to the Order.
5. The acquiring authority may acquire the land to which this notice 
relates by making a general vesting declaration under section 195 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. Such a declaration shall 
not be executed before the end of the period of two months beginning 
with the date of the fi rst publication of this notice except with the 
consent of every occupier of the land affected. The effect of the making 
of such a declaration is to vest the land in the acquiring authority at the 
end of the appropriate period and is more fully explained in Form 8 
(Statement to be included in Form 4 where a general vesting declaration 
is to be made) contained in the Schedule to the Compulsory Purchase of 
Land (Scotland) Regulations 2003. A copy of the said Regulations has 
also been deposited and may be seen as aforesaid 
6. Persons entitled to claim compensation in respect of any interest in 
the land are invited to give information with respect to their name and 
address and the land and their interest therein on the prescribed form, a 
copy of which will be sent by the acquiring authority on application to 
The Director, Trunk Road Bus Operations, c/o Stephanie Johnstone, 
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow 
G4 0HF. 
R BRANNEN
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers

Transport Scotland

Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

2 September 2014

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01812/PPP Site for the erection of one 
dwellinghouse, formation of vehicular 
access and installation of private water 
supply and drainage system

Land at Lerags Farm Lerags Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4SE

Oban Area Office

14/01882/PP Installation of community hydro power 
scheme

Land to West of Mill of Avich 
Dalavich Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1HL

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/01931/PP Demolition of existing boat house and 
erection of replacement boat house

Killiemore House Kilfinichen Tiroran 
Isle of Mull PA69 6ER

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

14/02010/PP Redevelopment of site including 
demolition of existing boathouse and 
erection of dwellinghouse, detached 
garage/boathouse and installation of 
private drainage system (revised design 
to application reference 13/00918/PP).

Land South West of Cuil Cottage 
Kilchrenan Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1HF 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/02087/PP Replacement roof covering and timber 
doors and installation of wall cladding 
(retrospective).

Store Adjacent to 26 Balvicar 
Balvicar Isle of Seil Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/02152/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 11/01460/PPP (Site 
for the erection of a dwellinghouse)

Land Adjacent to Craig Lora Keil 
Gardens Benderloch Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA37 1QP

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made 
on-line through The Scottish Government website: https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk The Council maintain a Register 
of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and Regulatory Services, Central 
Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above 
address and at all Council Libraries. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document 
and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
ACQUISITION OF LAND (AUTHORISATION PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1947
THE A830 TRUNK ROAD (GARBH BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT)
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER 201[ ]
Notice is hereby given that the Scottish Ministers, in exercise of the 
powers conferred by the above mentioned Acts, on the 2 September 
2014 prepared a Compulsory Purchase Order entitled “A830 Trunk Road 
(Garbh Bridge Improvement) Compulsory Purchase Order 201[ ]” which 
affects the land described in the Schedule hereto for the purpose of 
improving the A830 Trunk Road at Garbh Bridge in the vicinity of 
Glenfi nnan Village Inverness-shire.
The Order is about to be made and comes into operation only if made. 
If the Order is made, a conveyance registered in implement of the Order 
may vary or extinguish rights to enforce real burdens and servitudes 
affecting the land.
Copies of the draft Order and of the map referred to therein have been 
deposited at the following locations and may be seen there without 
payment of fee during normal business hours:
The offi ces of Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas 
Road, Glasgow G4 0HF between 8:30am to 5pm (Monday to Thursday), 
8:30am to 4:30pm (Friday); the Highland Council Service Point, Lochaber 
House, High Street, Fort William PH33 6EL between 9:00am to 5:00pm 
(Monday to Friday) and Glenfi nnan Post Offi ce, Glenfi nnan, Inverness-
shire PH37 4LT between the hours of 10:00 am to 1.00 pm (Monday to 
Saturday), and may be seen there without payment of fee. 
Any objections to the Order must be made in writing stating the title of 
the Order and the grounds of objection and addressed to the Director of 
Trunk Roads and Bus Operations, c/o Stephanie Johnstone, Transport 
Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF 
quoting the reference NW/A830/GARBH. Any objections must be 
received on or before 23 October 2014.
ROY BRANNEN
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers

Transport Scotland

Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

2 September 2014

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011
CONSTRUCTION OF A RUN-OF-RIVER HYDROELECTRICITY SCHEME UP TO 2MW INCLUSIVE 

OF INTAKE STRUCTURE, BURIED PIPELINE, POWERHOUSE, BORROW PITS, TEMPORARY 
LAYDOWN AREAS, TRACK UPGRADE, CONSTRUCTION OF NEW TRACK AND SWITCHGEAR 

KIOSK AT LAND AT MEALL MOR 7000M NW OF CORROUR STATION, CORROUR   
The Council has received an application from Green Highland for Construction of a run-of-river 
hydroelectricity scheme up to 2MW inclusive of intake structure, buried pipeline, powerhouse, 
borrow pits, temporary laydown areas, track upgrade, construction of new track and switchgear 
kiosk at Land At Meall Mor 7000M NW of Corrour Station Corrour  (14/03186/FUL). The application 
is supported by an Environmental Statement.
The application, the accompanying Environmental Statement and its addendum are available for 
public inspection by appointment between the hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday at 
Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
They can also be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using the application 
number 14/03186/FUL)
Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from Green Highland 
Renewables TEL: 01349867020 at a cost of £150. The Non Technical Summary and DVD can be 
obtained free of charge. 
Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, Environmental Statement 
and addendum can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ or by 
writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline for receipt of comments is 28 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually to points 
or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. Please quote the 
application reference number in your correspondence.  
J. Stuart Black, Director of Development & Infrastructure

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011
CONSTRUCTION OF A RUN-OF-RIVER HYDROELECTRICITY SCHEME UP TO 2MW INCLUSIVE 

OF INTAKE STRUCTURE, BURIED PIPELINE, POWERHOUSE, BORROW PITS, TEMPORARY 
LAYDOWN AREAS, TRACK UPGRADE AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW TRACK AT LAND AT 

ABHAINN RATH, LOCH TREIG      
The Council has received an application from Green Highland for Construction of a run-of-river 
hydroelectricity scheme up to 2MW inclusive of intake structure, buried pipeline, powerhouse, 
borrow pits, temporary laydown areas, track upgrade and construction of new track at Land At 
Abhainn Rath Loch Treig  (14/03187/FUL). The application is supported by an Environmental 
Statement.
The application, the accompanying Environmental Statement and its addendum are available for 
public inspection by appointment between the hours of 9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday at 
Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
They can also be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using the application 
number 14/03187/FUL)
Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from Green Highland 
Renewables TEL: 01349867020 at a cost of £150. The Non Technical Summary and DVD can be 
obtained free of charge.  
Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, Environmental Statement 
and addendum can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ or by 
writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline for receipt of comments is 28 days from the 
date of publication of this notice.
The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually to points 
or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. Please quote the 
application reference number in your correspondence.  
J. Stuart Black, Director of Development & Infrastructure

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/03261/MSC

 

Hgv Maintenance 
Workshop, Spean Bridge

Matters specified in 
conditions no. 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7 & 9 of planning 
permission reference no. 
11/02247/PIP

14/03269/FUL

 

Ardgour House, Ardgour, 
Fort William 

Erection of holiday home

14/03272/FUL

 

Land to North West of 
Aonach Mor House, 9 
Forestry Houses,Torlundy, 
Fort William 

Erection of dwelling and 
detached garage (renewal 
11/03109/FUL)

14/03287/FUL 1 Bellach Croft, 
Portnaluchaig, Arisaig 

Proposed new croft house 
and associated access

14/03354/PIP

 

Plot 1 Land 40m NE of 
Schoolhouse, Drimnin 

Erection of dwelling house 
(renewal of planning 
permission 11/00956/PIP)

14/03355/PIP

 

Plot 2 Land 60m NE of 
Schoolhouse, Drimnin
 

Erection of dwelling house 
(renewal of planning 
permission 11/00957/PIP)

14/03356/FUL

 

Strone Farm House, 
Banavie, Fort William
 

Proposed agricultural 
building - cattle shed & 
workshop/machinery/
agricultural implement store

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX 
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk
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Annual General Meeting
To be held on 

Thursday 18th September 2014
commencing at 2.00pm

in the Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
All members are invited to attend

Cover it all.

One call.

Cover It All is an amalgamation of CN Media Group, DC Thomson, Dumfriesshire Newspapers, E&R Inglis, Johnston Press, Orkney Media 
Group, Romanes Media Group, Scottish Provincial Press, Trinity Mirror Regionals, Wigtown Free Press and Wyvex Media, reaching over 
1.6 million readers*. This package can only be purchased through Mediaforce. *Source: GB TGI 2013 Q4, Jicreg October 2013

0131 555 7407
local-scotland@mediaforce.co.uk

Your advert.

Every Scottish weekly.

A bigger Scottish 
audience than 
Britain’s Got Talent*.



 MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER Red 
Shoprider, 1 year old, used once, 
was £1,800,  £750 Telephone 
07881 883372².

 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
72 BASS ACCORDION 72 
Bass Galotta accordion, pearl 
red, great condition, good 
quality straps. Hohner Gig 
bag included,  £500 Telephone 
07513 911203².
72 BASS ACCORDION in 
good condition with case,  £300 
Telephone 07900 126937.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

GOLF TROLLEY ELECTRIC 
sturdy electric golf trolley with 
battery hasn't been used for 6 
years FREE to a worthy Golfer.   

art67@ymail.com 
TRAMPOLINE 14ft diameter,  
£99 Telephone 01499 302678.

 POWER TOOLS

SAW 15" Bar and various 
chains,  £95ono Telephone 
07881 806640.

 DOMESTIC PETS

 FURNITURE

drawers, needs to be dismantled, 
cream and brown,  £99 Telephone 
07828 730964.
GLASS BOOKCASE 4ft long, 
2.5ft high, middle shelf, glass 
doors, brown teak colour, use 
books, ornaments, children’s 
toys, tidy cond,  £15 Telephone 
01880 821455.
HEAVY SOLID AMERICAN 
LEATHER Suite, 2 sofas from 
USA, heavy big pieces, chocolate 
brown, one 2 seater and one 3 
seater.  Also a brown leather 
armchair and pouffe,  £400 
Telephone 07828 730964².
LOVELY ROCKING CHAIR   
Rocking Footstool from USA.  
Fabric teddy pattern on cushions, 
seat and stool, ideal for nursery,  
£99 Telephone 07828 730964.
OVAL DINING TABLE 6 
chairs,  £60 Telephone 01631 
710833.
SOLID WOOD SIDE TABLES 
Pottery Barn solid wood side 
tables x 3 lovely quality,  £90 
Telephone 07828 730964.
STUNNING SOLID WOOD 
ARMOIRE  Beautiful very large 
bedroom armoire from USA.  
Heavy piece of furniture with 
2 shelves and 2 drawers,  £300 
Telephone 07828 730964.

£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

L
O

C
A

L
  

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGESTOVESMOBILITY

DRAINAGE

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

TRIPLE GLAZING AVAILABLE ON
 SOME WINDOWS AND DOORS

UP TO 50% OFF SELECTED ITEMS
Contact Consultant

Tel: 07816 934364

WINDOWS & DOORS

PRINTING

GROUNDWORKSHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL
01631 568000
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JAZZY SELECT 6 
POWERCHAIR

£500
TEL 01546 810211

Highly manoeuvrable 
indoor/outdoor powerchair. 

Lifting arms, swivel/
reclining chair. Up to 15 
miles range. Little used, 

excellent condition. Battery 
charger, owners manual.

BORDER
COLLIE

£500
TEL 01397 712634

Choc and white ped reg 
border collie male puppy 
ready now. Suitable as 

family pet or any dog sports, 
very friendly.

 BICYCLES
GARAGE CLEARANCE 3 
bikes for sale, good condition,  
£50 the lot Telephone 01855 
821431.
GREEN/BLACK SCOOTER 
large boys scooter with brakes. 

tion. Great Christmas present!,  
£40 Telephone 01397 702067.

tain Bike, 6 months old, good 
condition,  £60 Telephone 
07807 521061.
TODDLERS TRIKE toddler 

lent condition. Would suit boy 
or girl as multicoloured,  £15 
Telephone 01397 702067.

 CAR ACCESSORIES

of a BMW Series 3 estate or 
similar,  £30 Telephone 01631 
710317.

large for luggage etc,  £50ono 
Telephone 01631 564619.

CLOTHING
DRESS black and white daisy 
dress, brand new, size 16,  £15 
Telephone 01586 552465.
LITTLE MISTRESS DRESS 
white, brand new, size 16, was 
£45 now ,  £19.99 Telephone 
01586 552465.

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
BOSCH TALL FRIDGE  
silver, very good condition, 
also matching freezer,  £99 
Telephone 07828 730964.
TUMBLE DRYER Hotpoint 
Tumble dryer, diamond super 
dryer 9374, in decent condition,  
£50 Telephone 07828 730964.
WASHING MACHINE Tricity 

cent condition,  £50 Telephone 
07828 730964.

WOODEN CHURCH PEW 
plain and simple wooden church 
pew with hymn book boxes at 
back. Light coloured, 68 inches 
long,  £90 Telephone 01397 
702067.

 GARDEN
CASTEL RIDE ON MOWER 
2002 Castel garden mower, 
28" blade. In great condition, 

tery, new belt,  £400 Telephone 
07929 955901.
GRASS CUTTING SCYTHE 

tion, Ardrishaig,  £50 Telephone 
01546 606612.

 GARDEN MACHINERY

tric hedge trimmer, 420w motor 
power, 420mm blade length, 
tooth spacing 16mm lightweight 
(Oban),  £25 Telephone 07951 
025003.
FLYMO SCIROCCO LEAF 
BLOWER excellent condition 
like new, corded electric, 2500 
watt (Oban),  £40 Telephone 
07951 025003.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

insert, 93cm x 94cm,  £30ono 
Telephone 01586 830462.

able gas freestanding Heater 
3 settings with calor gas tank,  
£45 Telephone 01546 886671.
PORTABLE GAS HEATER 
Portable gas heater, 3 bar 
settings, almost new plus 2 
Calor 15k gas cylinders. Buyer 
collects,  £50 Telephone 01586 
551604.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
MAGIC PATCH good number 
of magic patch magazines full 
with patterns & designs,  £1 
each Telephone 01852 300154.
PATCHWORK & QUILTING 
good number of Patchwork & 
Quilting magazines, full with 
patterns & designs, excellent 
conditions,  £1 each Telephone 
01852 300154.
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 

White, Baby Blue and Baby 
Pink colours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
POPULAR PATCHWORK 
good number of the popular 
magazines with lots of designs 

tions,  £1 each Telephone 01852 
300154.

in good working order with 
foot pedal, soft carrying case 
and original user guide. Collect 

phone 01586 551497.
TRADITIONAL SPINNING 
WHEEL Ashford Spinning 
wheel plus 4 bobbins 14 years 
old and used once. Collect only 
in Campbeltown,  £99 Telephone 
01586 551497.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
BOB THE BUILDER SINGLE 
DUVET Set, brand new sealed 
in packet (Oban),  £10 Telephone 
07951 025003.

 HOME OFFICE

Transcribing Machine, in good 
working order complete with 
foot peddle, power cable and 
Koss earphones. Collect from 
Campbeltown,  £25 Telephone 
01586 551497.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

ELGENTO BUFFET SERVER  
and Hotplate, brand new in box, 
unwanted gift. 200watt 3x non 
stick trays costs £40 (Oban),  £25 
Telephone 07951 025003.
FITTED KITCHEN UNITS/

units, worktops and Belling oven 

iday let, needs to be dismantled,  
£99 Telephone 07828 730964.
KITCHEN FOR SALE 
Homebase Arundel light blue 
kitchen units, stainless steel 
extractor and wine cooler, 
Perfect condition, 2 years old,  
£850 Telephone 07979 708178².
UNUSED BRAND NEW 

TOILET  and sink, white toilet, 
white sink. Too large for area. 

phone 07828 730964.

 LIVESTOCK

line point of lay pullets,  £10 
Telephone 07968 259502.
SKYE PULLETS brown, black, 
pure, 1 ducks, geese, feeders, 
drinkers and sheds. Telephone 
01470 572213².

 MAIL ORDER

DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, Glencoe, 

burgh, Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 

lar gift for family and friends at 

at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 

hanish, Fort William.  Ideal for 

dars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
OFF ROAD CHILD'S BUGGY 
150cc, good working order, 
needs a coat of paint,  £250 
Telephone 01631 720311².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATIONERY 

ness cards, for a hassle free 
service contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New 
Baby or Wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day. Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake. Call 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
2 X BOYS SCOOTERS 
Ben 10 & Evo black/orange 

Adjustable handle bars in 
good used condition (Oban),  
£10 Telephone 07951 025003.
3 X FULL TONKA TRUCKS 
SET each set costs between 
£10/£15. Comes clean and 
hardly used (Oban),  £10 
Telephone 07951 025003.
BATTLE STRIKERS GAME 

tions, requires batteries, age 6 
upwards.  In good working 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
07923 846492.
BATTLESHIP TORPEO an 
attack board game, thrilling, 
hardly used. Age 8 upwards, 
clearing out,  £10 Telephone 
07923 846492.
BE A BALLERINA electronic 
mat, hand bar slippers and 
tutu, all in box.  Ideal fun for 
young girl,  £10 Telephone 
07923 846492.

BOARD music info system, 
30 patterns of music to play, 
100 tones, 10 tunes to sing 
to, battery of mains,  £15 
Telephone 07923 846492.

ly used in original packaging.  
20 different models to make, 
suitable for over 3 yrs old,  £10 
Telephone 07923 846492.

IBEAN board game for over 6 
yrs old.  Game is taken from 
film,  £10 Telephone 07923 
846492.

SMALL AIR HOCKEY 
GAME paddles and put, all 

tion, hardly used,  £5 Telephone 
07923 846492.

 TRAILERS

guard, solid metal frame, 6.5ft 
total length, vgc, no brake/light, 

01880 821455.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap cars, 
copper, brass, lead etc. Smaller 

phone 07435 589701²

ING STOVE with back boiler. 
Telephone 01496 810454.

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

PERSONAL NOTICES

THANK YOU
David and Jessie MacKenzie (Invergordon) 
wish to thank most sincerely their family and 

friends for lovely cards, gifts and generous 
donations to Blood Transfusion Centre and 

Raigmore Hospital, Inverness on our Golden 
Wedding anniversary. The sum of £900 was 

donated and gratefully received by both. 
Thanks also to the Stepping Stones restaurant, 

Benbecula for the excellent meal. We had a 
fantastic night.
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

News Editor

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator

Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk

Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offi  ces

 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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MEMORIALS

GRADUATION

Nicola Strachan graduated with a BA (Hons) 2:1 in Rural 
Business Management from SRUC Aberdeen and was 

also awarded the Ferguson Trophy for top RBM student 
in Scotland. daughter of Robert and Shirley Strachan, 

granddaughter of May and Jim Strachan and Flora 
Thomson. Nicola is a former pupil of Connel Primary 

and Oban High School.

Scott Cameron MacColl recently graduated with 
a Masters in Civil Engineering from Heriot Watt 
University. Scott is the son of Angus and Pamela 

MacColl, Glengorm and Grandson of Donnie and 
Jean MacColl, Torloisk and Mae and the late David 

Williamson, Dumbarton. He has taken up a post with 
WSP, in Edinburgh.

Ewan Moyes recently graduated, with distinction, from 
the University of Strathclyde with MEng in Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineering. Ewan is the grandson of 
Colin and Lorna Campbell, Feorlin, Oban and Teddy 

and the late Flora Moyes, Lochawe. Ewan has recently 
taken up a post with Aggreko based in Dubai.

BIRTHS
KNOWLES - Michael and 
Morvern are delighted to 

child, a daughter (Summer), at 

grandchild for Neil and Ann 

MARRIAGES
WHYTE – HARRIS - Both 

announce the marriage of 

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
SHAW - GIBSON - At St 

DEATHS
CAMPBELL

Lovat Road, Kinlochleven, 

mother of Neil and Steven, 
loving mother-in-law to 

CASSELS

MACARTHUR - Barbara 

daughter of the late Neil and 

MARTIN

(Kate) Rennie, much loved 
and loving father of Paul and 

collection will be offered at 

MORRIS

MOYES

Ted, loving father in law, 

OXLEY

Lochaber in Benderloch and 

Gordon, a much loved mum 

PURFIT

gran and great-grandmother to 

retiring collection in aid of 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BARRIE

Police, Ambulance Service and 

BEATON - Sandra, Gordon 

extended to them following 

STEEL

Joan a loving mum, mother-in-
law, nannie and great nannie, 

STEWART - Janet, Margaret  

TURNER
the late Robin Turner would 

received following their 

and the Glencoe Mountain 

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL

Wherever we go 
Whatever we do

CRAVEN -  In loving memo-

grow old

MACCALLUM

ther-in-law and grandfather, 

MACDONALD - In loving 

ald, Annevale, Glencoe who 

- Sheana, Anne, Kenneth, Sa-

MACDONALD

MACDOUGALL - Remem-
bering with all our love Wil-

grandchildren Scott and Jen-

MACGREGOR - In loving 

- Pamela and John, Glencoe
MACMILLAN - In loving 

MACMILLAN - In loving 

MACQUARRIE

MORRISON

POLLOCK- In loving memo-

Loved and remembered al-

- Pamela and John, Glencoe    
STEWART - In loving memo-

and Aidan xx

A MARATHON midnight walk through the streets of New York saw friends Dixie Porter, Christine 
Smith, Sylvia Thomson and Tracy DiCiacca raise more than £3,500 for charity. 15_t36cheque01

both and both need to be carried 

via the ballot box and remember 

other whoever and wherever we 

Rev Liz Gibson, Church of 
Scotland 

Thought for the Week

Bill Cliff ord from Mary’s Meals with the cheque for £1,068 from 
Sophie Lamb and Amy Halcrow. 15_t37marycheque01

from another charitable organ-

Charity 
nets cash

Youth Café secures staff

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Golf News

Islay

Taynuilt

Dalmally

Tobermory

RALLYING

Saints get back 
winning ways
‘We are starting to look a bit more 
like the team we were last season’

5

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree 
to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on 
this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please 

tape your 

£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£700

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

E MacKinnon, Onich, Fort William

R MacDougall, Kinlochleven, Argyll

THE Tunnock’s Mull Rally on 
October 10-12 is traditionally 
one of the high points of the UK 
rally calendar, and this year it’ll 
have its very own recordbreaker 
competing. 

Mull-born Ally Currie will 
celebrate his 17th birthday on 
October 10 by tackling the 150-
mile, three-day tarmac rally.

And for the youngster, leaving 
the starting ramp behind the 
wheel of his Peugeot 106 in his 
home town of Tobermory on the 
Inner Hebridean island, will be 
the culmination of an intense 
10-month commitment to start 
the rally.

That drive and commitment 
has seen Currie take, and 
pass, his DVLA driving test 
as a 16-year-old on the Isle of 
Man — despite missing his 
ferry off Mull at the start of the 
trip — save for, buy and prepare 
his own rally car; and endure 
54-mile daily round trips to and 
from work on the island on his 
50cc Chinese moped.

‘Yeah, looking back over the 
past 10 months it’s been a bit of 

Birthday boy Ally Currie’s dream will come true at Mull rally
a crusade,’ said Currie, whose 
competitive driving began in an 
autocross Nissan Micra, before 
entering the Scottish Junior 
1000 series as a 14-year-old 
after buying a 1.0-litre Vauxhall 
Corsa.

‘The date for this year’s 
Tunnock’s Mull Rally was 

last year, and when I saw it I 
realised immediately the signif-
icance of the date: it started on 
my 17th birthday.

‘I immediately thought, ‘I 

ingly mentioned it on Facebook, 
and loads of my mates were 
saying, ‘yes, you should go for 
it!’.

Driving test
‘Around April I thought, ‘this 

is a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity which I’ll never get again’, 
so I decided to stay, and go and 
pass my driving test on the Isle 
of Man.’

With the theory test passed in 
June, he headed to Douglas on 
the Isle of Man to sit his test on 
August 14 which he passed. 

Within hours of returning to 

the Tunnock’s Mull Rally and 
started the prepaation of his car.

‘I’ve always worked on my 
cars myself,’ explained Currie, 
an incredibly mature and resil-
ient 16-year-old who sold his 
X-Box gaming console when 
he was 12 or 13 to help pay for 
the Corsa he bought off eBay for 
£350.

‘I sorted out the insurance 
and got my mum to go down to 
Newcastle to pick up the car and 
drive it back to Mull.

‘Once here, I parked it in the 
shed and started building a rally 
car. I had a wee bit of support at 
the start, but essentially I bought 
that car and built it when I was 
13. 

‘But when I turned up at 

Ingliston, I could sense people 
were turning their noses up and 
thinking, ‘this isn’t the way you 
should be doing things’.

‘The car was heavy — most 
of the other guys had gone for 
Micras — but though I was 

have any potential.’
So the Corsa was ditched, and 

replaced by a Citroen AX which 
he rallied through 2012/13. And 
last year he received the Scottish 
Junior 1000 Spirit of the Cham-
pionship Award.

‘I’ve never, ever missed a Mull 
Rally,’ he smiled. ‘I have been 
there for every one since I was 
born, and can remember them 

His attention has turned fully 

his Peugeot 106 — which will 
be co-driven by the experienced 
Peter MacCrone, uncle of John 
MacCrone, who dominated the 
Tunnock’s Mull Rally last year 
— and the hunt for sponsors.

‘I’ve been really lucky to get 
the backing of Inverlussa Ma-
rine Services, and some local 
companies, including Highland 
Services and Cafe Fish, both 
in Tobermory; Alsop Transport 
Services in Oban; and Ian Gem-

win the Mull Rally in 1975.

‘But hopefully now I can gen-
erate a bit more backing to help 
me progress my rally career.

then I know it will resonate with 
a lot of people and highlight to 
them I’m capable of making the 
next step.

‘It’s that drive and determi-

nation which I believe will help 
propel me to success in rallying 
and motorsport.’

If you feel you could help 
sponsor Ally Currie, please 
contact him direct at curriemo-
torsport@yahoo.co.uk

UP, UP AND AWAY: Ally Currie in action behind the wheel of his 
Citroen AX

WINNER: Ally Currie received the 2013 Scottish Junior 1000
 Spirit of the Championship Award from current Scottish

Rally Championship leader Euan Thorburn (left)

THE concluding round of the 
Tobermory Golf Club Champi-
onship took place recently with 
Graham Davidson lifting the 
Centenary Trophy. 

In this best 3-of-4 round 
tournament, Graham had to 
hold off a strong challenge from 
youngster William MacCrone, 
only creating the eventual 
winning margin of three shots 

Tom Nunn had a superb 
last-day nett 60 to hold off the 
challenge of Dods MacLean for 
the handicap prize.

Results - Scratch 1 G 
Davidson 213; 2 W MacCrone 
216; 3 E MacCrone 219.

Handicap - 1 T Nunn 188;  
2 Dods MacLean 190;   3 D 
Brown Sr 195.
 Gents’ September Medal - 1 
Ewan MacCrone 72-08-64; 2 
Jamie Cowe 74-09-65; 3 Donald 
Brown 75-09-66.

Ladies’ September Medal - 1 
Margaret Ingram 95-24-71; 2 
Kathy McAdam 101-20-81.

Juniors’ September Medal - 1 
Ross MacCrone 78-12-66; 2 
William MacCrone 73-05-68; 3 
Lewis Brown 74-06-68.

Champion Graham Davidson 
with club captain Ewan 

MacCrone.

Association (SLGA) Stroke 
Play Foursomes were held on 
Saturday August 30.

The competition is open to 
all lady golfers in Scotland 
and was held this year at 
Auchterarder Golf Club.

Handicap Section Winners 
were: Colleen Brown and June 
Sutherland.  In third place were 
Lily MacKay (Dalmally) and 
Liz Skinner (Cardross), a social 
member of Dalmally.

This is a very prestigious 
competition and a great 
achievement for the Dalmally 
ladies.

Colleen Brown and June 
Sutherland

LADIES: Medal played 
September 2 -  1 Mairead Sim 
67 (15);  2 Lesley Dawson 71 
(25); 3 Carol MacLarty 71 (20). 

Gents: September Tankard 
played September 7 - 1 Kenny 
MacGregor 41 pts (16);  2 
Kevin Mills 39 pts (14); 3Mark 
Grant 38 pts (16).

SUMMER League played 
Wednesday September 3 - 1 S 
Currie 38 pts;  2 R MacMillan 
36 pts; 3 A. Bauld 35 pts Css 70

Medal played  Sunday 
September 7 - 1 R MacLean 
90 – 20 =  70; 2 L Gairns 83 
–12 =71; 3 A Crawford 90 –16 
=74. Css 73.  

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Oban Saints 1
Eaglesham 0

EAGLESHAM were the visitors 
to Glencruitten for this premier 
division league match, and 
although the Hams put up a 
brave performance they lost by 
the only goal of the game.

The home side were without 

along with Jamie Graham who 
was pulled out of the squad with 

back was taken by his brother 
Dougal.

Manager Iain Jackson has 
not been happy with his team's 
performances so far this season 
and asked his players to step up 
the tempo and workrate and his 
players certainly gave him that 
against a hard-working Eaglesh-

to get plenty of men behind the 

the home side.
Saints started well and had 

MacKay free kick whistled past 
the post in the 8th minute.

The home side were knocking 

Scott Maitland and Myles 
McAuley showing up well in 

Kerr in his usual role of sitting 
in front of the defence.

Saints almost took the lead in 
the 20th minute when Dougal 

kick and Allan MacKay was 
unlucky to see his header hit the 
bar before being booted clear.

The Hams have net minder 
Gordon Taylor to thank for 
making several top class saves 

these when he saved a Lewis 

Cameron net-bound shot with 
his legs.

Lewis created another great 
chance for himself in the 25th 
minute when he beat several de-
fenders but was unlucky to see 
his shot come back off Gordon 
Taylor’s left hand post with the 
keeper rooted to the spot.

The referee blew for half time 
with the scoreline blank but the 
home side must have been the 
happier of the two teams as the 
Saints defence had restricted the 
visitors to very few chances and 
they had created several good 
scoring chances of their own.

having a lot of the territorial 
advantage but the Hams de-
fenders were coping well with  
the home side’s attack although 
Lewis Cameron came close 
with a header that shaved the 
crossbar. Then Roy McLuckie 
sent a header over the top from 
a corner.

The deadlock was broken in 
the 64th minute when Saints 
were awarded a corner. Ross 

front post. Marc MacCallum 

keeper fumbled and it dropped 
at the feet of Craig MacEwan 
who wasted no time in thump-
ing the ball high into the net to 
the delight of his team mates.

Credit to Eaglesham they took 
the game to Saints, but they 
found the the home defence in 
top form, thwarting everything 
the visitors could throw at them 
although Daniel Cassells had to 
make a save from a free kick.

Saints were looking positive 
going forward and again the 
Hams keeper did well to touch a 
Craig MacEwan shot round the 
post.

The home side were looking 
for another goal that would kill 
the game off and Eaglesham 
were looking for an equaliser, 

when referee Gordon Kelso 
blew for full time it was the 
home side who came out on top 
with the only goal of the game.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
a much happier man after the 
game. He said: ‘We were a lot 
better today. Everything was 
done at a faster pace and we are 
starting to look a bit more like 
the team we were last season. 

for us but I thought we were 
the better team on the day and 
deserved to win the game.’

It’s local derby time this 
weekend when Saints travel to 
take on Argyll rivals Camp-
beltown Pupils. The match 
will take place at Kintyre Park 
with a 2pm kick-off. Referee in 
charge is Lochgilphead’s Jimmy 
Litster. 

West of Scotland League
Corkerhill 3

Oban Athletic 3
OBAN Athletic travelled to 
Nethercraigs football park in 
Cardonald to play Corkerhill on 
Saturday, one of the favourites 
for the league title.
 The Oban team started the 
game on the front foot with Kris 
Gilles, Michael McGee and 

game of the season, all having 
shots from the edge of the 18 
yard box, which were all pushed 
away by Ben Smith, Corkerhill 
goalkeeper.
 Corkerhill scored with their 

mark when a cross from the 
wing was mishit by striker Peter 
Duff,  the ball looping over 
Athletic keeper Craig Maitland.
 The back four of Craig 
Livingston, Stephen McLeod, 
Struin Doull and Stephen Kelly 
supported by Craig Campbell 
playing in front of the defence 
were now under constant 
pressure with Craig Maitland 
making two point-blank saves.

running riot and, against the 

run of play, Michael McGee 
pounced on a mistake from 
the Corkerhill right back and 
keeper wth the ball dropping at 
Michael’s feet and with his back 
to goal he calmly turned and 
passed the ball into the net.

straight from the kick off John 
Russell played the ball through 
to left winger Stephen Aitken 
who ran through and hit his shot 
past Craig Maitland to make the 
half time score 2-1 to the home 
side.
 Manager Donald Campbell 
replaced Michael McGee and 
Craig Livingston, both carrying 
knocks, with Aiden Campbell 
and Stephan Campbell and also  
sent Andy Smith up front to 
support Kris Gilles.
 After a cautious start the Oban 
team started to play the better 
football with Stephen Fox be-
coming more dominant and the 
two Campbells starting to win 

minute Athletic drew level when 
Kris Gilles chipped the ball over 
the keeper into the right corner 
of the net after good work from 
Aiden Campbell on the right 

wing. Stephen Fox was replaced 
by Sandy Woods after a dead 
leg ended his game.
 It was end to end now with both 
teams going for the winner. The 
home team took the lead after a 
foul at the corner of the 18-yard 
box resulted in a cross which 
was played before the Oban 
team could organise themselves 
leaving Lee Yip with a tap in 
at the far post. The Oban team 
complained to the referee but to 
no avail.
 However, with 10 minutes re-
maining Athletic were awarded 
a free kick 25 yards out from 
goal. Shaun Ford hit the ball into 
the net again before the defence 
could get organised with the 
referee giving the goal much to 
the home team’s displeasure.
 The visitors had three good 
chances to win the game in the 

beat the keeper so the game 
ened in a 3-3 draw.
 Athletic are at home to 
Cardross at Glen 2 on Saturday 
with a 2pm kick-off.

Good away point for Athletic
FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

ACTION: Myles McAuley and Craig Barr in a midfi eld tussle for the ball    Photo: Kevin McGlynn

PHILIP Murphy won the 

on Saturday with a score of 62 
(00) = 62. John MacCallum was 
second with 66 (3) = 63 and 
Sean Dunstaffnage was third 
with a score of 68 (4) = 64.
 The Dennis Cathro Pairs (two 
ball better ball) takes place on 
Saturday.

Glencruitten

OBAN SAINTS have four 
players in the Scottish League 
squad who take on a Lothian 
and Borders League Select at 
Dalkeith on Sunday.

Oban Saints players in Scottish 
Amateur League squad

 They are Marc MacCallum, 
Myles McAuley, Lewis Camer-
on and Craig MacEwan.

FOOTBALL

The home team had to make 
a change at half time with Scott 
Maitland having to come off 

being taken by namesake Ross.
The visitors played only one 

man up front and credit to Ross 
Carlin he kept the Saints de-
fenders on their toes but without 
really troubling Daniel Cassells 
between the sticks.

The second half was much 

Scottish Cup - 2nd Round Draw
Wallacetoun Sporting Club (Ayr) v Oban Saints
Oban Athletic v Gourock Athletic (CS)
Campbeltown Pupils v Tannahill (P&D)
Lochgilphead Red Star or FC Partick v Milngavie (G&DSMFL)
Shawlands (SAFL) v Dunoon
Tarbert v Renfrew Town (G&DSMFL)
Dunoon Athletic v Maryhill Thistle (GCAFA)
Ties scheduled for Saturday October 4

ON TARGET: Craig MacEwan 
scored Saints’ winner against 

Eaglesham
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Fixtures

Results

Follow us on 
facebook

The Orion Group Premiership
   P      W       D       L       F        A       Pts
Newtonmore 14    10        2        2      37      17       22
Lovat  13      7        4        2      30      18       18
Glenurquhart 14      7        4        3      25      16       18
Kyles Athletic 13      6        3        4      25      20       15
Kingussie 13      7        1        5      29      27       15
Inveraray  14      3        4        7      18      29       10
Kinlochshiel 13      2        2        9      21      34        6  
Lochaber  14      1        2      11      18      42        4

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                 P     W       D       L        F        A       Pts 
Fort William 13    11       2        0       70      10       24
Oban Camanachd 13    11       1        1       46      12       23     
Kilmallie  13      9       1        3       50      19       19
Beauly  14      7       1        6       37      29       15
Caberfeidh 14      5       1        8       31      39       11
Glasgow MA 13      4       0        9       22      43        8 
Glenorchy 14      2       1      11       12      57        5 
Bute  14      1       1      12         8      67        1 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
   P      W       D       L       F       A        Pts      
Skye  12     12       0        0      49       6        24
Newtonmore 11      7        1        3      34      12       15
Strathglass 14      7        1        6      38      32       15
Glenurquhart 12      5        3        4      25      23       13
Beauly  12      6        1        5      29      31       13  
Kingussie 13      4        1        8      31      46        7 
Inverness  14      1        3      10      21      58        5 
Lovat  10      2        0        8      16      35        4

Marine Harvest South Division 1
   P      W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Ballachulish 13      9        4        0       37     13       22 
Kyles Athletic 12      7        3        2       39     15       17 
Oban Celtic 14      6        4        4       20     27       16
Aberdour  13      6        3        4       30     25       15
Lochside Rovers 14      6        3        5       32     34       15
Strachur  14      3        3        8       18     33        9
Taynuilt  14      2        4        8       32     46        8 
Kilmory  14      2        2      10       16     31        6

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Fort William 13    11        0        2       54      19      22
Glengarry 14      8        1        5       25      31      17 
Lochcarron 13      8        1        4       37      45      17 
Lochaber  14      6        1        7       50      39      13 
Kinlochshiel 14      5        3        6       27      33      11 
Boleskine 14      5        0        9       29      48      10 
Aberdeen Uni 14      3        3        8       29      39       9 
Skye  13      3        1        9       31      35       7
 
Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                 P      W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Inveraray  14      12      2        0      66       7       26
Tayforth  14      12      1        1      51      10      25
Glasgow MA 12       6       1        5      42      25      13
Col Glen   13       5       2        6      36      31      10 
Bute  12       5       1        6      22      29      10
Ballachulish 12       4       0        8      19      41       8 
Glenorchy 11       2       0        9      12      35       4 
Aberdour  14       1       1      12      14      84       3

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                 P      W       D       L        F      A        Pts
Caberfeidh 14    10        2        2       52     17       22
Kilmallie  14      6        3        5       51     28       14
Lewis  14      6        2        6       29     30       14
Strathspey 14      6        1        7       28     44       12
Lochbroom 14      4        4        6       19     36        9
Inverness  14      3        2        9       24     48        8 

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty 
news, views

and photographs

All roads lead to Bught Park for 

SHINTY

Saturday 6 September
Orion Group Premiership
Inveraray 0 - 3 Newtonmore 
Kyles Athletic 5 - 1 Lochaber  

Strathdearn Plate Final
Lovat 0 - 3 Beauly   

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Fort William 7 - 0 Bute

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
New’more P - P Glenurquhart 
Rearranged for September 27 
Skye 4 - 0 Kingussie   
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside 1 - 0 Strachur  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Kin’shiel 0 - 6 Fort William 
Lochcarron3 - 1 Glengarry 
Skye 7 - 0 Lochaber

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glenorchy P - P Col Glen 

team, points to Glenorchy

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Strathspey 0 - 6 Caberfeidh

Women’s Camanachd
Association
Marine Harvest Challenge 
Cup Final
Lovat 4 - 6 Strathglass 

Valerie Fraser Camanachd 
Cup Final
Skye 2 - 3 Glasgow MA
   

Saturday 13 September
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup Final
Kingussie v Glenurquhart  
David Mitchell - 2.30pm
at Bught Park, Inverness

Ken MacMaster Under
14 Cup Final
Oban Camanachd v Skye  
Calum Girvan - 11.30am
at Bught Park, Inverness

Scottish Hydro Development 
Cup Final 
(Under 14 - 9 a side)
Inveraray v Kilmallie  
Martin MacLean - 11.30am 
Outside Field, Bught Park, 
Inverness 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Lovat v Beauly   
Evan MacRae - 11.45pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour  

Camanachd Association
Youth Fixtures
Thursday 11 September
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Division 1
Skye v Caberfeidh 
Kingussie v Fort William 

Friday 12 September
Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Division 2
Beauly v Kinlochshiel
Glenurquhart v Strathglass

Marine Harvest Under 14 
League Division 3
Lochaber  v Lovat

Womens Camanachd 
Association 
Sunday 14 September
Marine Harvest National 
Division 1
Glengarry  v Lochaber

Marine Harvest National 
Division 2
Dunadd v  Lorne
Lovat v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Strathglass v Cowal & Bute

Five league titles in a row for Newtonmore

Oban Camanachd under 14s, winners of the South of Scotland 
6-a-side competition held at Mossfi eld last Sunday

Beauly win 

Strathdearn Plate 

Final
CONGRATULATIONS to 
Beauly for winning the inau-
gural Strathdearn Plate Final 
with a hard fought victory over 
local rivals Lovat at Castle 
Leod, Strathpeffer, last Satur-
day.

Beauly, thanks to goals from 
Ross Forbes, Sandy Elrick and 
Steven MacLean.

The trophy and medals were 
presented by David MacMas-
ter of Caberfeidh Shinty Club.

Action from last Saturday’s Lochside Rovers vesus Strachur 
match. Rovers won with the only goal of the game 

Photo: Kevin McGlynn

GLENURQUHART young-
ster Fraser Heath insists the 
club’s novice status in the 
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup will be no disadvantage in 

A huge number of Great Glen 
inhabitants will beat a path to 
Bught Park, Inverness, for the 

against Kingussie.
Unlike their opponents, who 

have won the ancient silver tro-
phy 22 times, Glen have never 
tasted a triumph in their 130 
year history.

Indeed, prior to this term, 
the majority of the club’s play-
ers had never even played in 
a Scottish Hydro Camanachd 

showcase.
However, Fraser Heath - a 

lucky charm for Glen when it 

status as freshmen compared 
to Kingussie means nothing.

The Glen players managed to 
slay a club hoodoo when they 

the Macaulay Cup, in 2012.
According to the 20-year-old, 

the sport’s major competition, 
therefore, poses no fears for the 
Blairbeg Park men.

‘There were times when 
Kingussie were winning lots 
of trophies and even the name 
‘Kingussie’ would lead to 
some teams being awed.

‘But we’ve played them quite 
a lot in recent times and have 
managed to get results so it’s 
not the same as what it was 
before.

‘The so-called smaller teams 
have more of a chance now and 
we will be determined going 
into the game,’ said the appren-
tice plumber.

‘As people know, we had nev-
er won a trophy until we won 

the Macaulay Cup. Now we’ve 

years so it shows the progress 
at the club and the ambition.

that we can play on these stag-
es and we also know how these 
occasions bring the shinty 
community together so we are 
all looking forward to it.’

Despite boasting a creditable 
winning record in the compe-
tition, Kingussie have felt the 
absence of the sport’s major 
silverware from their trophy 
cabinet.

It was 2006 when they last 
had it under lock and key and 
veteran defender Barrie Dallas 
knows there is an ache for its 
return amongst the players and 
management staff at the Dell.

have been heart-breaking, re-
ally. Not just losing the trophy, 

feats.
‘Against Fort William in 

2010, we were 2-0 down, man-
aged to bring it back to 2-2 and 
then Gary Innes scored in the 
last minute.

down against Newtonmore in 

‘The thing is, even when we 
were winning it regularly, we 
never took it for granted. We 

trophy it was to win so it is 
good to have another chance 
this time.

‘This year, it has felt like all 
the ‘bigger’ clubs have been 
in the same half of the draw. 
It should be a great occasion 
with a big crowd and we are all 
looking forward to it.’

The Newtonmore squad met up with a man used to winning league titles. The Badenoch boys were celebrating winning the Orion Group Premiership title when 
they bumped into Ally McCoist in Inveraray and the Rangers manager gladly posed for a photograph with the premier league champions. Photo: Lyndsey Robinson

‘It should be a great occasion 
with a big crowd and we
are all looking forward to it’

NEWTONMORE have been 
crowned Orion Group Premiership 

league tie of the season.
They beat Inveraray 3-0 away from 

home to clinch a league-and-cup 
double, with second-place Lovat now 

ture left.
Goals from Paul MacArthur and 

Glen MacIntosh and an Inveraray 
own goal were enough to take the 
points for Newtonmore, who won the 

The side shared their celebration in 

Inveraray with Rangers FC manager 
Ally McCoist, who happened to be in 
Inveraray after the match.

Newtonmore manager P J Mackin-
tosh said: ‘McCoist was in Inveraray 
when the lads had the trophy and 
they were pleased to celebrate the 
win with him. He was happy to get 
his picture taken with them.

‘I’m delighted with the performance 

There’s not many teams manage it.
‘It’s been a great season for the 

club with two trophies in the bag so 

myself and the boys are obviously 
pleased with how it’s gone.’

the team will now have a break un-
til January, when Mackintosh’s men 
will start two months of intense 
pre-season training and some friend-

New players

the possibility of bringing some new 
players into the squad, saying: ‘We 
might be looking to bring in one or 
two new players to cover for long-
term injuries or for players who are 

getting closer to the end of their ca-
reers. We have a second team and 
junior team who are both very suc-
cessful, so we aren’t short of players 
to choose from.

‘Also, we have Rory Kennedy who 

of the Scottish Cup last year. At the 
time he was the Scottish under-21 
captain, so he would be a big player 
to have back too.’

with 22 points, including 10 wins, 
two draws and two losses, having 
scored 37 goals and conceded 17.

Premiership
INVERARAY 
league game of the season on 
Saturday, leaving them with a 

son.
The side played host to New-

tonmore, whose 3-0 victory 

South of Scotland 6-a-side Championships
THE RECENT shinty activity in the 
South area continued last Sunday when 
the South of Scotland 6-a-side Champi-

Oban. 
 Play got under way at 11am in both 
the under 14 and under 17 leagues with 
games going on side-by-side across two 
pitches. 

Fast and furious
 Eight teams competed in the 14s section 
playing each other once in fast and furi-
ous seven minute matches, with the 17s 
having seven teams and playing in the 
same format.
 In the under 14 section Oban Cama-

ing dropped only one point in the group 
stages. Second was Inveraray, third Oban 
Celtic A and fourth GMA.
 Camanachd came through a hard 

GMA squeezing past Inveraray 1-0.

nal and although GMA made them battle 
all the way the Oban side had a comfort-

The under 17s proved to be a tense af-
fair throughout the day with a lot of 1-0 
scorelines on show. At the end of the 
group stages though it was Inveraray who 

third on goal difference to Oban Cama-

of Inveraray with Oban Celtic unfortu-

Decisive penalty 
Again neither team was budging in the 

second semi and it was Oban Camanachd 
who missed the decisive penalty that sent 
Kyles through.

with a bit more time to recover, it was 
Inveraray who always looked the most 

the game and Inveraray sealed it late on.  

Inveraray won the under 17 competition defeating kyles Athletic 
in the fi nal

won them the league title.
Lochaber are relegated this 

season with four points, while 

three wins, four draws and 
seven losses in the league.

KYLES beat Lochaber 5-1 on 
Saturday, ensuring Lochaber 

will be relegated. Goals from 
David Zavaroni, Colin Mac-
Donald, Callum Miller, and 
a Roberto Zavaroni double 
secured the points and leaves 
Kyles on equal points with 
Kingussie, both of whom have 
one league game to play.

Kyles will travel to face Kin-

game on September 27, with a 
2.30pm throw-up.

LOCHABER will be relegat-
ed this season following their 
loss to Kyles on Saturday in 
their last league tie of the sea-
son.

Despite taking the lead in the 
ninth minute through Stuart 
Callison and going into half-
time at 1-1, Kyles were the 
stronger team in the second 
half, eventually winning 5-1.

The loss leaves Lochaber on 
four points for the season, two 
points behind Kinlochshiel 
who still have a game to play.

National Division
FORT WILLIAM ensured 
there will be a league decider 
with Oban Camanachd on the 
last game of the season in the 
Marine Harvest National divi-
sion.

A comprehensive 7-0 win 
against Bute leaves Fort top of 
the league with 24 points, one 
ahead of Oban Camanachd, 
with league showdown on Sep-
tember 27 in Oban.

Goals from Aaran MacPhee, 
Stevie Stewart, Calum Shep-
hard and four for Daniel Stew-
art sealed the win.

The Lochaber team have 
scored an impressive 70 goals 
so far in this league campaign  
which is 20 more than the sec-
ond-highest scoring team in 
the league, Kilmallie.

BUTE’S disappointing season 

by Fort William in the Marine 
Harvest National Division.

With one win, no draws and a 
two-point penalty for failing to 

the league with one point and 
will be relegated to Marine 
Harvest South Division One 

Fort William remain unde-
feated, and only a loss to Ca-
manachd will cost them the 
league.

The game on September 27, 
which will decide which team 
goes up to the Orion Group 

throws-up 2.30pm.

South Division One
LOCHSIDE ROVERS took 
the points against Strachur on 

game of the season.
A Jonathon Will goal in the 

place, on equal points with 
fourth place Aberdour who 
have a game in hand.

Only Aberdour losing by 
more than seven goals in their 
league game against Kyles 
on September 13 would give 
Lochside fourth spot on goal 
difference.

STRACHUR

Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion One.

Their 1-0 loss to Lochside 
Rovers on Saturday in their 

nine points for the season, one 
ahead of Taynuilt in seventh 

Lochside. The two remaining 

third and fourth place this sea-
son, with Ballachulish already 
champions.
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Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.58 0.3 06.47 4.1 13.18 0.3 19.13 4.3
Fri 01.38 0.4 07.24 4.0 14.00 0.4 19.50 4.0
Sat 02.18 0.6 08.00 3.8 14.42 0.7 20.27 3.7
Sun 03.00 0.9 08.37 3.5 15.26 1.1 21.06     3.4
Mon 03.46 1.2 09.17 3.3 16.15 1.5 21.52 3.0
Tues 04.38 1.5 10.09 3.0 17.14 1.8 23.04 2.8
Wed 05.40 1.7 11.52 2.8 18.36 2.0  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Sunny
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 18ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly  
 Temperatures 11ºC to 18ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 17ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, September 11, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on 
the right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

6

18

17

Oban Saints youth 
fi xtures and results

Scottish AFL results 
and fi xtures

FOOTBALL

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Campbel-
town Pupils 2, Haldane United 
7; Oban Saints 1, Eaglesham 
0. Premier Division Two - 
Dunoon Athletic 3 Clydebank 
3. Division 1B - Tarbert 4, 
Bridgewater 6. Scottish Cup 
1st round - Lochgilphead Red 
Star 2, FC Partick 2.

mier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils v Oban Saints. Premier 
Division One - Dunoon v East 
Kilbride; Premier Division 
Two - Neilston v Dunoon Ath-
letic. Division 1B - Shawlands 
‘B’ v Tarbert. Scottish Cup 1st 
round replay - FC Partick v 
Lochgilphead Red Star. 

YOUTH FOOTBALL

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s 0, Gairdoch United 
4; Dunblane 11, Under 14s 0; 
Under 15s no game; Under 
16s no game Under 19s 3, 
Clydebank BC 1. Netting for 
Saints were Connor Howe (2) 
and Duggie MacLeod.

Drumchapel Utd v Under 
13s; Dumbarton Riverside v 
Under 14s; Under 15s no game; 
Milngavie v Under 16s; EDFC v 
Under 19s.

RUGBY

LAST Saturday saw Inverness 
Bowling Club visit Oban for the 

each club taking to the green.  
 There were some really close 
contests but Oban ran out the 
winners overall. The game was 
followed by a meal and  a  return 

The annual Duncan Campbell 
Pairs competition was played 

BT Regional Shield
Oban Lorne 31

OBAN Lorne sailed through to 

Shield with a fantastic 31-12 
win over West Division 1 side 
Allan Glens at Glencruitten on 
Saturday.

The Green Machine were in 

game after a positive pre-season 
campaign and had a healthy 
squad for coach Corrie Louw to 
choose from. New South Afri-
can stand off Luke Ismail started 

competitive start at scrum half. 
Lorne kicked off in front of a 

large Glencruitten crowd and 
started the game well with good 
passages of possession within 
the Allan Glens half. 

The men in Green were award-

10 minutes that was narrowly 
missed by Luke Ismail.

Dominance
The home side continued their 

dominance from the 22 drop 
out, with Calum MacLachlan 
unlucky not to score beneath the 
posts with referee Jake Wilson 
pulling Oban Lorne back for be-
ing offside at the previous ruck.

Struan Smith opened the 
scoring for the day for the home 
side. Smith bundled over from a 
driving maul to give Oban the 

conversion a 7-0 lead.

both sides struggle to make any 
impression on the game that was 
turning into a scrappy affair in-
volving a series of scrums and a 

large amount of penalties being 
shared between the two sides.

Oban were dealt a blow shortly 
before halftime as Allan Glens 

half resulted in a try. With the 
game standing at 7-5, Oban were 

left frustrated at not taking their 
earlier chances.

Unforced errors
The start of the second half 

to create many chances and 

producing several unforced 
handling errors.

Oban, however, blew the visi-
tors away with two tries within 
a minute to march into the lead 

great move from the lineout. 

Craig Wright and Luke Ismail 

as a result the South African 

Oban Lorne try.
Oban scored again straight 

from the kick-off. A charging 

by Calum MacLachlan on the 
right wing. MacLachlan beat at 
least three onrushing defenders 
to score the third try of the 
afternoon for Oban Lorne.

With Lorne clear into the lead 
the visitors started to play a more 

minutes to go proved costly as 
a poor pass close to their own 
line allowed Luke Ismail to race 
clear and score his second try of 
the afternoon from 70 meters. 
Score 28-5 to Oban.

Consolation try
Allan Glens hit back with a 

day’s scoring with a drop goal 
from Ismail to record a 31-12 
win for the Oban side.

This fantastic result against 
a team from a higher league 
means that Oban go through  

tie against fellow Division 2 
side Cambuslang on Saturday 
October 18.

Oban Lorne start their league 
campaign at home to McLaren 
on Saturday. Kick - off is 3pm at 
Glencruitten.

The annual club dinner takes 
place on Saturday evening in 
the clubhouse. Tickets, £25, are 
available from Darrell Williams 
or Tommy Sutherland.

Oban Lorne minis training 
takes place every Wednesday 
evening from 6-7pm. Players 
from P4-7 welcome to attend. 

  

DELIGHT: Oban Lorne’s South African stand-off  Luke Ismail shows his delight as he dives over for a try during last Saturday’s win over Allan Glens  Photo: Stephen Lawson

OUT OF MY WAY: Determination written all over Craig Wright’s face as he bursts through the Allan 
Glens defence     Photo: Stephen Lawson

BOWLED OVER: eft to right: Iain Boyd, president of Oban Bowling Club, Donna Forbes, Helen 
MacLean and Morvern MacLeod

for on Sunday afternoon on a 
sunny Oban Green. Through 
the round robin stages emerged 

Donna Forbes and her mother 
Helen MacLean who saw off the 
challenge from Neil and Anne 
MacDougall.

between Duncan MacAlpine 
and Norrie Etherson who beat 

Gilbert Mullen and Roddie 
MacLeod.

Donna and Helen winning from 
Duncan and Norrie.  Morvern 
MacLeod, grand-daughter of 
Duncan Campbell, presented 
the trophy to the winners.

BOWLS

Yes
we can

* ADVERTISEMENT BY YES CAMPAIGN OBAN, LORN AND THE ISLANDS

Cammy gets top coaching job in America
LOCHGILPHEAD’S Cameron 
MacDonald has been appointed 
head coach of Kitsap Pumas, the 
team he moved to America to 
play for last year.

Cammy, who only moved into 
a coaching role in the past few 

to the outgoing coach Andrew 
Chapman. 

The former Lochgilphead 
Soccer Centre pupil said: ‘I’m 
delighted to be given this oppor-
tunity to manage such a strong 
club. Cammy MacDonald

going forward both on and off 

Robin Waite, owner of the 
Kitsap Pumas, said: ‘We 
interviewed a number of 
candidates and Cammy was 
clearly the top choice.

Ideal man
‘His background of winning 

titles at Livingston FC and 
Airdrie in Scotland makes him 
the ideal man to take the club 

well as overseeing the growing 
youth programme.’

Cammy, who last season had a 

Premier Development League 

hand in developing some of the 
top prospects in Scottish soccer.

playing at Airdrie United forced 
Cammy off the pitch and into the 
classroom, allowing him time to 

programme.

Cammy became the youngest 
Scottish professional player 
to gain the Scottish FA UEFA 
basic licence diploma. This 
added to his personal trainer 
portfolio and football coaching 

Fellow Scotsman Shaun Scobie 

coaching team He previously 
headed up the academy 
programme at Livingston FC 
and at the West Lothian branch 
of Coerver Coaching.

Hole-in-one Tarbert 
golfer rewarded 
with designer watch

GOLF
A GOLFER from Tarbert, who 
scored a hole-in-one during a 
club competition, was rewarded 
with a limited edition designer 
watch for her achievement.

Martin scored her ace on the 
103-yard, par-three fourth hole at 
Tarbert Golf Club and was given 

BOSS Watches H1 Club and the 
specially-commissioned watch.

Website HowDidiDo is a 
social network for golfers across 
Europe which runs the hole-in-
one scheme in partnership with 
Hugo Boss BOSSWatches. 

Tarbert Golf Club is a 
member of the website and 

tournaments is eligible to receive 
the commemorative gift. 

Stephen Brydon, commercial 
director for MGS Distribution, 
a UK distributor for BOSS 

of amateur golfers, recording 
a hole-in-one will be the most 
memorable thing they achieve 
in golf – a once-in-a-lifetime 

want to ensure they have much 
better memories than merely a 
dent in their bank balance after 
buying drinks in the clubhouse.’

Victory for mother and daughter

MOTOR CYCLING

San Marino Grand Prix for John McPhee 
CONNEL motor cycle star John 
McPhee is preparing for the  

at the Circuit Marco Simoncelli 
in Misano.
 John wil be hoping to inprove 

Silverstone two weeks ago. The 
Connel rider is presently sitting 
13th lout of 27 in the Moto3 
championship standings.

Open water swimmers at Bute conference
SEVEN of the world’s most 
talented female open water 

as speakers for the 2014 Global 
Open Water Swimming Confer-
ence on Bute.

The conference, part of the 
World Open Water Swimming 
Awards (WOWSA), will be held 
on September 20 and 21 at the 

SWIMMING
Mount Stuart mansion and will 
include a hall of fame induction 
ceremony, an awards lunch and 
an open water swim in Strava-
nan Bay.

Speech topics will include 
swimming at 0°C, preparation 
for swimming the English Chan-
nel, the Ocean’s Seven challenge 
and motivation techniques for 

endurance swimmers. Colleen 
Blair, from Perthshire, who was 

Ireland, Australia, the USA, 
Sweden and New Zealand.
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

SOLUTIONS 
SCOTLAND

ARE YOU STRUGGLING WITH DEBT & IS IT 
AFFECTING YOUR LIFE?
DO YOU FIND YOURSELF PAYING OUT MORE 
THAN YOU CAN AFFORD?
WORRIED ABOUT ANSWERING THE PHONE OR 
LETTERS FROM CREDITORS?
HAVE SHERIFF OFFICERS ARRESTED YOUR 
WAGES?

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A DEBT FREE 
FUTURE  ON 0141-227-6773

SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR ADVISORS TODAY & RECEIVE 
A FACE TO FACE VISIT FREE OF CHARGE!
WE COULD USE GOVERNMENT LEGISLATION TO;
A. GET YOU DEBT FREE IN AS LITTLE AS 48 

MONTHS
B. PROTECT YOUR HOME & CAR
C. ONLY PAY WHAT YOU CAN AFFORD

CALL TODAY......... SOLUTIONS SCOTLAND 
ON 0141-227-6773

THE SOUTH Uist community is 
mourning a young footballer who 
died in a car accident on Saturday 
night. 

The 19-year-old, named locally 

people in a car which ploughed into 
a fence at the junction of the A865 
and B888, Daliburgh, at around 
8.40pm. 

Mr MacPhee was taken to Uist 
and Barra Hospital but died as 
a result of his injuries. The four 
other men, three 16- year-olds and 
a 19-year-old, were also taken to 
hospital for treatment for minor 

injuries.  The road is the main route 
through Uist and was closed for 

A Police Scotland spokesman 

were taken to Uist and Barra 
Hospital but sadly, as a result of 
his injuries from the collision, a 
19-year-old male died. 

informed and a report will be 

played with Iochdar Saints Football 
Club, which plays in the Uist and 
Barra amateur league.

TWO LOCHABER charities are 
appealing to the community for help 

The money from a Bank of Scotland 
scheme would be a boost to the funds 
of both groups and potentially stop 
one from closing down - but they 

Shopmobility Lochaber and The 

ed for the grant, along with charities 
in Iona and Oban. 

Billy Ward, co-ordinator of Shop-
mobility Lochaber, said the cash 
would allow the charity to continue 

istered clients, many of whom would 
not be able to shop in Fort William 

It would also be used to pay the 

to the outskirts of Lochaber. 
Mr Ward added that without the 

grant the charity may lose this ser-

A FORT William woman has 
been nominated to represent 
West Highland College UHI for a 
student of the year award. 

Donna Calder, who studies 
early education and childcare at 
the town campus, was one of two 
women to win the college award 
and will now go on as a contender 
for the overall UHI title. 

Ms Calder was nominated by 
her lecturers for her ‘exceptional 
academic and personal 
achievements’ including juggling 
her education with part time 
work and raising young children. 

Mature student Lesley Ann 
Boath from Fort William was 
also named one of West Highland 
College’s students of the year. 

The administration and IT 
pupil was chosen for ‘striving to 
support other students’ and for 

students to gain a work placement.

crashes on the road. 
A safety report from Transport Scotland 

Spean Bridge, which has been the scene of a 
number of accidents this year, including two 
fatal crashes. 

The information was released this week 

Fotheringham, chairman of Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry Community Council, 

this stretch of the A82 occurred on a wet road, 

Resurfacing work was done on the road in 

markings to be carried out this month. 
A Transport Scotland spokesman said: ‘The 

resurfacing, which has just been completed, 

than desired skid resistance at some isolated 
locations through and to the north of the 

accidents and from an examination of annual 

network. 
‘All of these measures are intended to reduce 

Mr Fotheringham said the community council 
will consider the report and consult with local 
residents. 

He added: ‘Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council wanted to 

also on the wider local community. 
‘Unfortunately it has taken the combined 

get an abridged copy of the safety report that 

they suspected to be drugs. 
The 24-year-old was searched 

and arrested at Stornoway ferry 
terminal at 9.15pm  on Tuesday 
September 2 and the substance has 
been sent for analysis.

A Police Scotland spokesman said: 
‘The man was stopped and searched 
at the Stornoway ferry terminal as 

combat the supply of drugs to the 
islands. He was detained and taken 
to Stornoway Police Station and 

A FAMILY-RUN Mallaig smoke-
house has won a national award 
for its kippers. 

Owners of J Lawrie and Sons, 
known as Jaffy’s, were presented 
with the best Scottish speciality 
award at the Great Taste 
ceremony on Saturday night. 

Jaffy’s is now run by a third 
generation of Lawries and is the 
only traditional kipper yard left 
in Mallaig. 

Jeff Lawrie said: ‘We’re chuffed 
to win this great award for the 
second time. We won in 2011 
and lots of people recognise how 
prestigious the award is.’ 

Charities in urgent appeal 
for vital £3,000 grant vote

GETTING AROUND: volunteers at Shopmobility Lochaber with two regular clients who rely on the service                                                                                                                                    
20_f37charities01

working on a month-to-month basis 

be able to pay him. People rely on this 

recent one from a couple on holiday 
in Fort William called the support ‘in-

But with an annual shortfall of 

of the charity. 

always writing applications for fund-
ing to businesses but companies just 

away any more. If we keep making 

The Buzz Project in Lochaber has 

also been shortlisted for the prize. The 
group aims to help young people in 

into a music studio. 
Senior youth worker Simon 

Nicholls describes his mission as ‘to 
enable young people aged 14-25 in the 
Highlands, particularly Lochaber, to 

He wants the youth he helps to learn 
how to express needs, wants and ide-

self-awareness and learn skills which 

workplace. 
Mr Nicholls said if his project won 

from a Lloyds TSB scheme to hire 

do anything we can to reduce the 
high amounts of youth suicides in 

highest rate in western Europe and 

competing against other charities, 
especially not local ones. We want 
to participate with them and work 

Charles Kennedy, MP for Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber urged his con-

said: ‘Shopmobility Lochaber and 
The Buzz Project are important local 

ognised for the work they do. The 
chance to be awarded a grant of up 

is an opportunity not to be missed. I 

Voting is open until Friday October 
10 at www.bankofscotland.com/
communityfund.

Experts reveal poor surface may 
have caused blackspot accidents

College UHI award 
winners celebrate

Man found with 
off ensive weapon

Taste of success for  
Jaff y’s kippers 

HELPING YOUNGSTERS: Simon Nicholls, left, and Chris Adams say they 
would use the grant to hire a youth therapist for The Buzz Project                                                                                                           

20_f37charities02

TRAGIC LOSS: Carl MacPhee    

South Uist mourns 
death crash teenager
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We are all very 
proud of Kelie 
and Claire ”

Duncan MacPhee

TWO LOCHABER women have 
been honoured with law awards after 
beating off competition from across 
the country. 

Claire MacAlpin and Kelie Cooper, 
both of Fort William-based legal 

titles at the Law Awards of Scotland 
in Glasgow last week, having bee 
recognised for their talent and hard 
work over staff of major national 

Miss MacAlpin, from Onich, won 
trainee of the year for her work in 
family, civil and employment law. 

secretary then moved on to managing 

having completed conveyancing 
paralegal exams before combining 
work with study to achieve a diploma 
in legal practice with distinction at 
the University of Glasgow. 

during the traineeship to a diverse 
range of cases, at different stages, 
means that my knowledge and 
practical experience has increased 

NEARLY 400 new and returning 
students joined West Highland 
College UHI this week, with record 
numbers in some courses.

across Lochaber, Skye and Wester 
Ross opened on Friday with a week 
of activities to kick start the term. 

signed up to the adventure tourism 
management degree course, based 

CHILDREN in the Highlands are to 

as part of a new programme. 
Every child between the ages 

immunisation at school this term 
and parents of children outwith 
the mainstream education system 
or below school age can make an 

from October onwards to have their 
child vaccinated. 

Dr Abhayadevi Tissington, im-
munisation co-ordinator for NHS 
Highland, said: ‘The vaccination 
programme being rolled out in the 
Highlands will help protect children 

viruses, which can lead to serious 
health problems. 

which involves a tiny amount of 
the vaccine being sprayed into 
each nostril, which is then quickly 

PLANS to reduce the speed limit 
on a stretch of the A82 trunk road 
in Nether Lochaber have been 
welcomed by the local community. 

Transport Scotland wants to 
reduce the limit between North 
Ballachulish and the Onich Hotel 
from 60mph to 50mph. It will 
then drop to the current 40mph 
restriction through Onich village. 

Ann Marie Cameron of Nether 
Lochaber Community Council 
said members were ‘really happy’ 
with the decision. 

She added: ‘We have been 

reduction through the area. 
‘We would have liked to see the 

limit as even less but we are happy 
with any reduction and it’s more 
in line with the 40mph limit we 
have through the village, which 
will be remaining the same.’ 

The plan will go to formal 
consultation before any changes 
are implemented.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman said: ‘The proposed 
reduction to 50mph for this 
section of the A82 is intended to 
improve road safety and is based 

review. The recommendation 
was made in line with national 
guidance on local speed limits and 
with agreement from police.’

HOMEGROWN TALENT: Kelie Cooper and Claire MacAlpin were honoured 
at the Law Awards of Scotland                                                                           20_f37law01

honoured with top law awards

Trunk road speed 
cut plan welcomed

Flu vaccination on 
off er to children 

dramatically. I feel much more 

and obstacle that comes my way. I 
was delighted just to be shortlisted 

standard of the other nominees was 
extremely high, so to actually win is 
amazing.

wish to thank them for all their 
support and encouragement to get me 
to this stage of my career. I would also 

for their huge support over the many 
years of studying and for putting up 

Mrs Cooper, from Glencoe, said 

named paralegal of the year at the 
ceremony, after joining the company 
in 2006 as a trainee executry assistant 
with no previous legal experience. 

on a distance learning course and 
graduated as a paralegal in 2008, 
specialising in wills, trusts and 
executries. Earlier this year, Mrs 
Cooper undertook a further course in 
executry administration and passed 
with distinction. 

The busy paralegal now splits her 

to help out in the local community, 
volunteering at Ballachulish care and 

She said: ‘I am absolutely delighted 
to receive this prestigious award. It 
was such an honour to be selected 

and then to actually be named as 
paralegal of the year was thrilling. It 
is so rewarding to have my hard work 

recognised by such a distinguished 
panel of judges. My sincere thanks to 

the team and to my family for all their 

particularly as they started out with 
no experience in law. 

partner, said: ‘We are all very 
proud of Kelie and Claire. They 
are both dedicated professionals, 
who thoroughly deserve their 
national awards. They will be the 

colleagues and the help and training 
they receive, but it requires something  
exceptional to be recognised as the 
best in Scotland and they both have it.

‘Both are local, which is particularly 
pleasing, as we have always pursued 
a policy of encouraging homegrown 
talent in our profession. We are very 

WELCOME BACK: new 
students of West Highland 
College UHI gather in Fort 
William

Back on course across 
the west Highlands

in Fort William, and college staff 
noted higher rolls in early education, 
business and IT courses. 

West Highland College UHI Lydia 
Rohmer said: ‘It is my great pleasure 
each year to welcome students at 
the start of their learning journey 

college experience following school 
or for more advanced study for 
undergraduate degrees. 

‘Joining local students this year we 
have students from all over Scotland, 
the UK, Ireland, Finland and several 
other parts of Europe, together with 

join the course for one semester 
from Monmouth College, Illinois, 
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FASHIONISTAS around Oban are invited to 
attend a night of fun, fashion and fundraising to 
celebrate the tenth anniversary of Specsavers in 
Oban.

On Saturday September 20 from 7pm, 
Specsavers Oban will host a special fashion show 
at community-owned Oban Phoenix Cinema.

A national clothes chain had been lined up to 
put on the event - but had to pull out at the last 
minute. 

Resourceful workers at the opticians made 
some frantic phone calls to which the response 
has been overwhelming.

Small and independent businesses from 
throughout the town are now taking over the 
event and will show off clothes, underwear, 
glasses, shoes, vintage and much more.

Bringing the look of the show together will be 
the staff at barbers and beauty shop Spruce who, 
along with others taking part in the show, are 
giving their time for free.

For fundraisers there will be drinks, snacks, 
music, entertainment and a catwalk show 
featuring the latest in trendy eyewear and 
clothing. 

All proceeds from the evening will go to 
fundraising group Friends of Oban Community 
Play Park, which aims to raise £400,000 to create 
an all-inclusive play and recreation space beside 
Atlantis Leisure.

Ken Macdonald of Specsavers said: ‘We’ve 
looked after the eye health of Oban residents for 
more than a decade so we wanted to organise 
something that everyone in the local community 

could enjoy. We’ve recruited lots of glamorous 
models, from family and friends to our lovely 
customers. I’m hoping lots of people will join 
us for what’s shaping up to be a fantastic night 
to boost a really worthwhile cause. There is 
currently no inclusive play park for children 
in Oban to enjoy, with the nearest being a 
two-hour car drive away. A new park will give 
local kids a much-needed space where they can 

community.’ 
Ken added: ‘I’m so pleased we can have an 

evening of fun celebrating our tenth birthday 
while also helping such a brilliant charity.’

Tickets cost £6.50 per person and £3.50 for 
concessions and can be bought from Specsavers 
Oban at 70 George Street.

Specsavers Oban styles it up at 
fashion show for play park

FUNDRAISERS: staff  and volunteers from Specsavers who will be putting on a fashion show in Oban cinema later this month

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban detective says killer 
will never accept his guilt

‘BLACK WIDOWER’ MAKES BID TO HAVE 30-YEAR SENTENCE ENDED Helicopter used in 
lochside incident

Holiday pay claim 
for NHS workers

Fitting memorial 
for Highlanders

NHS STAFF may be in for a 
‘holiday bonus’ after claims they 
may have been ‘short-changed’ 
over holiday pay.

Unions say the possible under 
payment dates back to 2008 and 
NHS boards have agreed to review 
their policies.

It is understood payments should 
be on the basis of an average 
week’s work, including bonus 
payments and average overtime, 
but in some cases staff were only 
paid a minimum hourly rate.

A NHS Highland spokesman 

into this issue to ensure that staff 
holiday pay has been calculat-
ed correctly.’

A POLICE helicopter was called 
into action on Tuesday when re-
ports of a man in a boat with a gun 
were made by concerned lochside 
residents.

Eye witnesses on Loch Awe say 
they saw the man, who was alone 
in a small vessel, with a gun and 
immediately called the police.

A police helicopter was sent out 
and quickly found the man and 
brought him to Oban Police station 
for questioning.

The man, aged 38, was believed 
to be camping in the area while on 

‘A male has been reported to the 

arms offences, and offences under 
the misuse of drugs act.’

CONVICTED murderer Malcolm 
Webster, known as the Black Widow-
er, has launched a bid to be free.

Webster has asked for his convic-
tion and sentence to be reviewed 
through the Scottish Criminal Cases 
Review Commission (SCCRC). 

The public body will now scrutinise 
the 2011 case on matters raised by 
Webster’s lawyers - which are private 
and by law cannot be discussed.

But it is understood that Webster, 
a former nursing sister in Oban, is 
seeking to have his conviction for 
murder and attempted murder and 
30-year sentence overturned. 

received an appeal.

ly to last two months where concerns 
will be ‘robustly investigated’ before 
the SCCRC decides to take the matter 
forward - involving further scrutiny 
lasting around eight months - or drop 
the case altogether.

However, former Oban Detective 
Inspector Charlie Henry says Web-
ster’s modus operandi will be to ap-
peal and ask for reviews until ‘there 
will be nowhere left for him to go’.

Mr Henry, a dogged investigator, 
recently featured in the Scottish 
Television programme The Widower, 
which acknowledged the crucial role 
he played in co-ordinating the inter-
national search for evidence which 
led to the conviction of Webster.

He is calling for a ‘speedy, but thor-
ough’ investigation from the SCCRC 
to allow the family of the bereaved, 
former girlfriends and partners of 
Webster ‘closure’.

He said: ‘While an action by 
Webster’s legal team to have the case 
reviewed is entirely legal - the men 
and women at the heart of this case 
are unable to move on with their lives 
while these matters are outstanding.

‘Malcolm Webster was convicted in 
2011 after the longest trial for a single 
defendant in Scottish legal history.’

The case heard how Webster 
drugged his wife Claire, 32, before 
putting her in his car and crashing it 
in 1994. 

inside.
In 1999, he staged another car crash 

in New Zealand but his then pregnant 
wife Felicity Drumm survived. 

Scottish police, at the insistence 

reopened the investigation into  

Claire’s death. By then Webster was 
living and working in Oban and 
had persuaded senior nurse Simone 
Banarjee to change her will and leave 
everything to him.

Mr Henry explained: ‘Every single 
detail of this case was gone over and 
over in court in 2010 and 2011 with a 

‘Earlier this year, Webster had 
a long judicial review of his case 
which was unsuccessful. While this 

might be considered the last gasp for 
Webster in Scottish law - I have no 
doubt that Webster will want to take 
this further.

‘The plain truth is that Webster is 
a calculating, cold-blooded murderer 
who will never stop denying it until 
there is nothing left.

‘I believe that while he is in prison, 
the men and women involved in this 
case, who took the time to go to court 
and give evidence against him, are 

safe. But every time Webster opens 
this case up again, the people at the 
heart of the matter are dragged back 
into the case over and over again.’

He added: ‘I have every sympathy 

er], Felicity [Webster’s second wife] 

heard Webster was working as a 
moving and handling lead nurse at 
Lorn and Islands hospital in Oban - 

an enrolled nurse. 
So plausible was Webster that many 

members of staff thought he was a 
surgeon.

time the treasurer of the Loch Awe 

for a number of professional business 
people in the town and was part of 
the annual hospital panto, Mr Hendry 
said: ‘He was entirely credible and 
many people in the town knew him. 

‘He had a number of girlfriends 
on the go at one time - and while 
he misled police and hospital staff 
into believing he had cancer, he was 
having affairs with other women.

‘Webster ensnared women who 
were strong, able ladies, able to stand 
up for themselves.’

scribed as like a ‘dog with a bone’ 
with the original investigation. 

Part of his ongoing private inves-
tigations have led Mr Henry to Abu 
Dhabi earlier this year, where it is 
believed Webster also worked as a 
nurse. 

He has raised a number of concerns 

United Arab Emirates and will visit 
the country again in the near future. 

ON THE CASE: former Oban Detective Inspector Charlie Henry says murderer Webster’s appeal will prolong his victims’ misery

APPEAL: murderer Malcom Webster

INVERARAY castle is looking 
for World War One memorabilia 
belonging to the Eight Battalion of 
the Argyll and Sutherland High-
landers for a special memorial. 

Jane Young, castle manager, 
said: ‘We would appreciate any 
family connections to the battle 
honours of the battalion at Mons, 
Le Cateau, Ypres, The Somme 
1916/17 and Cambrai 1917/18.’ 
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Parking mad over three-day stay
VOLUNTEER SAYS RESTRICTIONS ARE LIKE SOMETHING FROM RUSSIA

A VOLUNTEER at an Oban museum 
has accused the council of behaving 
like a Soviet state over its parking 
policy.

The worker at Oban’s War and 
Peace museum, who did not wish to 
be named, was angered when he dis-
covered Argyll and Bute council had 
allocated a three-day parking space 
on the North Pier to a ‘mystery’ man.

He said: ‘Is this Britain, or Russia? 
People are scared to stop and chat in 
case they are late back to their cars 
and get a parking ticket.

‘I have to pay to park my car when I 
volunteer, so I was shocked on Satur-
day evening when I saw one space on 
the North Pier was marked off with 
four cones.’

On closer inspection, he noticed 
there was a letter on the windscreen 
of the car from Argyll and Bute coun-
cil. He said: ‘It said that the space had 
been ‘suspended’ between Sunday 
and Tuesday for a Mr Shields.

work that the ‘yellow jackets’ are 
doing throughout the town. For good-
ness sake, they wouldn’t suspend a 
space for the minister or a hearse at 
the Congregational Church  - but they 
will for this individual.

‘A Blue Badge (for disabled drivers)
would give you three hours - not 
three days.’

As The Oban Times reported last 
week, zealous parking attendants are 
following the letter of the law when 
dishing out tickets, forcing residents 

and workers out of the main areas of 
the town and into the surrounding 
streets - often causing chaos.

Mike Hastings, a painter and dec-
orator, said: ‘In the past tradesmen 
were able to request that a space be 
‘booked off’ but these days the town 
is busy by the time you have asked 
for the space.

‘The fact is, local tradesmen try to 
keep the price as low as possible for 
their customers, but it is inevitable 
that anyone working in the town 
centre will pass on the cost to the 
customer. There should be a parking 
permit for trades - my contention is it 
would be good for business.’  

Motorists say they have been driven 
out of the centre of Oban by the new 
parking restrictions, which were 
introduced in June, in a desperate 

congested back and side roads.
Some cars have been parked 

Road. Straddling the pavement, resi-
dents say the cars are a hazard to peo-
ple who walk up the hill, especially 
those who are blind or disabled. 

Argyll and Bute council said it was 
aware of the parking space on the 
North Pier. A spokesman said: ‘Any 
member of the public can apply for 
the suspension of a parking bay. In 
this particular instance, the owner 
has paid the standard parking fee in 

‘In practical terms this arrangement 
is usually made when the vehicle is 
left for a number of days and the 
owner will not physically be there to 
feed the meter.’

Car crash driver 
found in river

Teenager in car 
off ence charges

Damage done to 
Soroba premises 

Lochawe speeder 
clocked at 44mph

A SIXTEEN-year-old male has 
been reported to the procurator 

vicar area of Seil island, south of 
Oban, including careless driving, 

of alcohol and taking and driving 
a car without the owner’s consent.

A DRIVER has been reported to 

at 44mph in a 30mph zone 

DAMAGE has been caused to 

The damage happened some-
time between Saturday, August 

in Oban on 101 or Crimestop-

THE DRIVER of a car which went 
off the A82 road near Bridge of 
Orchy on Friday was found in the 
River Orchy.

Emergency services raced to the 
scene after a report of a single car 
leaving the A82. 

This was followed by another 
report of a man in the river behind 
the Bridge of Orchy Hotel.

The man was recovered from the 
river and taken to the Belford Hos-
pital in Fort William with serious 
leg and pelvis injuries, believed to 
be from his fall on to rocks in the 
river.

He was subsequently moved to 
the Royal Alexandra Hospital in 
Paisley.

SPACE SAVER: A parking space on the North Pier is 'suspended' for a customer

Out of the Dark Ages with broadband link
HIGH-SPEED broadband on Tiree is 
a step closer following the laying of a 
sub sea cable from Mull to Scarinish 
by BT.

After the granting of a licence from 
Marine Scotland, after a pressing 
case from island organisations over-
turned objections from Clyde-based 

optic cable into Calagary, Mull on 

and burial of the cable completed on 
Tuesday.

Alison Kennedy, secretary of Tiree 
community council, said: ‘This will 
be really good for the people here; we 
would hate to have been left behind 
in the dark ages.

‘No-one is expecting to have high 

speed broadband tomorrow and 
there’s work still to do. 

‘But we are all delighted the licence 
has been granted. The speed just now 
has been a hindrance, especially to 
businesses, so hopefully this could 
attract some internet businesses to 
the island.’

ever project of its kind undertaken in 
the UK, to deliver super fast broad-

band to some of the country’s most 
remote island communities. 

The subsea cabling forms a part of 
the £410m Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband initiative.

A BT spokesman said: ‘This is a 
vital step in the creation of the mas-
sive publicly-funded network which 

to many island communities for the 

‘We are carrying out all our subsea 
work, the laying a total of 20 cables, 
within a single weather window this 

to do it. 
‘It’s not an indication that fast 

broadband is imminent; there’s a lot 
of engineering work still to do to 

the local links both on the island and 
the mainland.’

BT has estimated that the comple-
tion of the network on Tiree will be 
between July and December 2016.

The cabling forms part of the £146m 
Highlands and Islands project being 
led by Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE), with funding partners 
including the Scottish Government, 
HIE, and Broadband Delivery UK.

Around 400km of cables will link 
island communities.
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SHINTY Shop has been 
announced as the new sponsors 
for the Great Glen Schools 
Shinty Sixes, which is set for 
Wednesday September 17 
starting at 12 noon.

sponsorship, event organiser 
Allan MacLeod said: ‘We are 

Shop as our new sponsor as we 
look to continue the develop-
ment and secure the continua-
tion of this competition.’

Russell Fraser, owner of 
Shinty Shop, said: ‘We are 
looking forward to supporting 
the sixes which are now an 
established part of the schools 
shinty calendar.’

The event for under 16s 
will see a number of schools 
from across the Highland 
descend on Blairbeg Park, 
Drumnadrochit with holders 
Kingussie looking to defend 
their title, with Lochaber High, 
Charleston Academy and host 
Glen Urquhart High School all 
bidding to win the event.

LOCAL GP Finlay Wild became 

on Saturday. 
The runner was just 13 seconds 

ahead of his closest rival at the 
weekend  as the crowed cheered 
him to the end after completing 
the 10-mile challenge in one 
hour, 34 minutes and 43 seconds. 

On the ascent to the summit, 

behind runner up Robb Jebb 
but caught up on the way down, 
‘I always knew he wasn’t far 

LOCHABER Yacht Club’s 
annual Challenger Series was 
a great success, with a record 
entry of 11 boats, one of the 
highest turnouts in Scotland.

The three hulled sailing 
dinghy is designed for all 
abilities and the long trip for 

FINAL HONOUR: Andrew Martin, left, receiving his Scottish 
Highland League goal of the year 2014 trophy from former 

Scotland and Aberdeen player Brian Irvine, just weeks before 
being forced to reitre 15_f37goal01

THE LOCHABER Welfare 
League will draw to a close this 

British Alcan Park.
The Lochaber v Mallaig 

Uisdean MacDonald (UMD) 

6.15pm, with the potential to 
move to Mallaig if the BA pitch 

been postponed twice in recent 
weeks, due to a road accident 
and a waterlogged pitch.

On Sunday, Mallaig will play 
again in the Duthie Cup with 
a 12pm kick off, against either 
Caol United or Ballachulish, 
who fought for their place in the 

At 4pm on Sunday, Inverlochy 
and Strontian will play for the 
Kinloch Shield title. 

Results from last week: 
Duthie Cup Mallaig 8 v 3 

Lundavra, Lundavra 3 v 2 
Mallaig, Caol United 0 v 2 
Ballachulish. 

Kinloch Shield: Inverlochy 6 v 
2 Nevis Range, Nevis Range 3 v 
5 Inverlochy. 

Lochaber cancelled their game 
against Strontian as they were 

RAF Lossiemouth 40
 Lochaber RFC 5

start to life in the Caledonia 
Division 2 North league. 

Travelling with 16 players, the 
team were up against a squad 
with an abundance of players 
and options.

However, in the opening stages 
the game was open, with both 
sides spurning opportunities to 
take the lead. Lossiemouth were 

in the tackle. The Lochaber de-
fence held strong until midway 
through the half, when a good 
break allowed the home side to 
take the lead with a try under 
the posts. The try coincided with 
young winger Joseph Tangey 
breaking his collarbone which 
meant Lochaber would have to 
play out the rest of the game with 
no substitutions available.

Heads may have gone down 
as Lossiemouth ran in a further 
three tries before the end of the 
half. A good spell of possession 

Fort William side buoyed spirits 
as the whistle blew.

Playing into the wind in the 
second half, Lochaber began to 
take the game to Lossie and be-

Intelligent kicking by stand-off 

in which to attack from. The 
reward was a well-worked try in 
the corner after a quickly taken 
penalty. The ball was recycled 
a couple of times before veteran 
Craig MacPherson crashed 
over to get Lochaber on the 
scoresheet. Despite conceding 
another try before the end of 
the match, Lochaber could be 
encouraged by their hard work 
at the breakdown and endeavour 
in the attack.

This weekend, Lochaber take 
on Stornoway at home (Black 
Parks) in a 3pm kick off. 

BOWLED OVER: Tam Rodgers, left, and Allan MacDonald receive the Railway Bowling Club Charity 
Pairs Trophy from club secretary Christine Kane as runners up Kenny MacInnes, right, and Wilma 

MacGillvary look on.  The club raised £170 which will go to Lochaber youth charity The Buzz Project 

THE LOCHABER Building 
Supplies ten pin bowling league 
will start again early next 
month in the Nevis Centre, Fort 
William. 

Teams of four are invited to 
enter and anyone interested 
should contact John Weller on 
07710 940917. 

The weekly league starts 
Monday October 6 with 
registration and practice on 
September 22 and 29. 

ISLE of Skye Golf Club Tourist 
Trophy played on September 6 
and 7: 1 Danny Steele 41 points 
(bih); 2 Chris MacKinnon 41 
points; 3 Willie Cowie 39 points 
(bih); 4 Alasdair ‘Starsky’ 
Campbell 39 points (bih); 5 Neil 
Urquhart 39 points. 

Captain courageous hangs up 
his boots

FORT William Football Club’s 
captain Andy Martin shocked 
fans at the weekend by an-
nouncing he is retiring from the 
game. 

The skipper said he is ‘gutted’ 
to be leaving the club but was 
struggling with pain from a 
work-related injury sustained 
two years ago. 

Martin broke his arm in the 
accident and was out of the 
game for almost a year but 

and last season played some of 
the best football of his career, 
winning Fort’s player of the 
year and the Fort clubman of the 
year at the Scottish Highland 
Football League (SHFL) awards 
in May. If that wasn’t enough, 
the 28-year-old topped off last 
season by winning the SHFL 
goal of the season for a strike 
against Buckie Thistle.

Martin said: ‘I tried absolutely 
everything but it is just too 
painful, I’m gutted. I’ve  been 
offered a coaching role with the 
Fort but it’s too soon, it would 
be too hard. I need to take a 

David MacDonald of Fort 
William FC said: ‘Andy Martin 
has been a major part of the Fort 
William team for more than a 
decade and it will be strange 
watching them with out him. 
‘We would like to thank Andy 
for all his service to the football 
club and we wish him all the 
best for the future.’

Second point
Meanwhile, Fort William 

secured their second point of the 
season with a 3-3 draw against 
Strathspey Thistle last week. 

The Fort were 2-0 down at 
Grantown but a double from 
new signing Nick Stein and 
another goal from Sean Grant 

But the celebrations were 
short-lived as another away 
game on Saturday saw them go 
down 3-0 to Inverurie Locos. 

On Saturday, Fort William 
will host last year’s champions 
Brora Rangers before taking on 
Fortmarine United at Claggan 
on Saturday September 20.

FOOTBALL

EYES ON THE BALL: Fort William’s Andrew Hardwick keeps his eyes on the ball at the feet of Inverurie Loco’s striker Martin Bavidge

Lochaber 
lose to 
the RAF

Ten pin bowlers 
ready for the off 

TEN PIN BOWLING

Great Glen Schools 

Shinty Sixes

SHINTY

CHALLENGE: Competitors at Lochaber Yacht Club’s Challenger weekend prizegiving

Graham Hall of Rutland, central 
England, was worthwhile as he 

Moffett of Lochearn Sailing 
Club came second and Liz Eaton 
of Loch Venacher Sailing Club 
came third. 

Scott and Keith Wilson (Loch 

Ruth Foley and Elspeth Mann 
(Clyde Cruising Club) in second 
place. 

YACHTING

Challenger Series a great success

Five in a row for Finlay
as he conquers Ben Nevis

FIRST LADY: Diane Baum was fi rst Lochaber lady home 20_f37ben-

behind me’, the West Yorkshire 
man commented afterwards. 

Looking remarkably fresh at 

Wild said: ‘It was hard going up  
and a couple of boys had quite a 
lead for a while. I was quite a bit 
slower than last year, I haven’t 
been on top form recently but 

now so I’ve got that record. I’m 
really pleased about that.’ 

Andrew Barrington was the 
second of the Lochaber Athletic 

ish line in 1:39:40, taking fourth 
place overall. First lady home 
was Lindsey Brindle of Horwich 

the ben race. Diane Baum was 

time of 2:01:3. 

Wild (Lochaber Athletic Club) 
1:34:43; 2 Rob Jebb (Bingley 
Harriers) 1:34:56; 3 Martin 
Mikkleson-Barron (Borrowdale 
Fell Runners) 1:35:48; 4 Andrew 
Barrington (Lochaber Athletic 

Club) 1:39:40; 5 Sam Watson 
(Wharfedale Harriers) 1:39:52; 
6 Kenny Richmond (Shettleston 
Harriers) 1:41:42; 7 Brendan 
Quail (Newcastle Athletic Club) 
1:42:43; 8 Mark McGoldrick 
(Wharefdale Harriers) 1:42:53; 
9 Callum Neil Fraser (Lochaber 
Athletic Club) 1:43:31; 10 Joe 
Johnston (Rossendale Harriers) 
1:44:55.

ATHLETICS

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 00.58 0.3 06.47 4.1 13.18 0.3 19.13 4.3
Fri 01.38 0.4 07.24 4.0 14.00 0.4 19.50 4.0
Sat 02.18 0.6 08.00 3.8 14.42 0.7 20.27 3.7
Sun 03.00 0.9 08.37 3.5 15.26 1.1 21.06     3.4
Mon 03.46 1.2 09.17 3.3 16.15 1.5 21.52 3.0
Tues 04.38 1.5 10.09 3.0 17.14 1.8 23.04 2.8
Wed 05.40 1.7 11.52 2.8 18.36 2.0  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Sunny
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 12°C to 18ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly  
 Temperatures 11ºC to 18ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 17ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, September 11, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on 
the right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

6

18

17

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimesFIVE IN A ROW: Finlay Wild picks up the Ben Nevis Race trophy for 
the fi fth consecutive year 20_f37benrace02 
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