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‘Craggy’ 
big boost 
to town
Popular island 
triathlon attracts 
1,200 to Oban

Dormant Oban bowling
alley to rise from the ashes

Emergency specialist   
voices mobile phone 
signal safety concerns

Edinburgh pensioner who died on Ben Cruachan named

PROPOSALS to make Oban a Business 
Improvement District Scheme (BIDS) 
town have received cross-party support 
from Argyll’s elected representatives.

The scheme, which would see busi-
nesses pay into a fund that would gener-

currently out to ballot.
While the business community is 

yet to decide the outcome, the area’s 
politicians have written as a collective 
to express support for the BID4Oban 
proposals.

A letter, undersigned by Michael Rus-
sell MSP (SNP), Alan Reid MP (Liberal 
Democrat) and Jamie McGrigor MSP 
(Conservative), states: ‘The BID offers 
an opportunity for business to work 
hand in hand with partner agencies, 
including the council, to deliver tangible 

Politicians united in 
support for BID4Oban

Guitar talent on stage

THE BOWLING alley in Oban 
is set to reopen at the start of 
next year following negotia-
tions with the owners to repair 

Nathan Dolphin and Laura 
Scott, who live in Oban, have 
set up a company called Dol-
phin Bowling and hope to have 
the bowling alley back up and 
running early in the new year.

The building, formerly known  
as Champions, closed at the start 
of 2001 before being reopened 

as Harbour Bowl and closing 
again around six years ago. A 
new name for the building is yet 
to be decided.

Repair
Nathan Dolphin has been 

working on the project for 
around 18 months and is only 
waiting on repair work to be 
carried out before signing a 
lease. He said: ‘I want the bowl-
ing alley to become a meeting 
place for people. There isn’t 
really anywhere in Oban to mix 

unless you want to go to the pub. 
We want to make a nice vibrant 
happy place where you can go 
and enjoy yourself.’

The pair don’t plan to open the 
entire building immediately but 
will be opening the café and bar 
in the main area of the building 
to start with and fully opening 
once established.

Anticipated prices for a game 
of bowling will be £5 for an 
adult, £3.50 for a child and £12 
for a family of two adults and 

two children. These prices are 
as cheap as the operators can af-
ford to make them said Nathan, 
adding: ‘I’m not getting in this 

‘We are willing to listen to 
what the community want. Peo-
ple have said they are excited it 
is reopening and will be coming 
along and we really need them 
to do that. 

‘This needs the community 
supporting it and getting behind 
it.’

GUITAR tutor Finlay Wells was joined by 46 of his students 
on stage at Oban’s Corran Halls for the biennial Guitar Class 
Concert.

The pupils, ranging in ages from nine to 20, were supported 
by Finlay himself on guitar, Mull Historical Society drummer 
Danny Grant, accordion player Sileas Sinclair, singer Nikki 
Aitkenhead and one of Finlay’s former pupils, Ewan Macdonald, 
on bass guitar and keyboard.

The audience revelled in the talents of the youngsters, who had 
used intentional gaps left in Finlay’s music to imprint their own 
improvised solos and riffs.

Finlay said: ‘The audience seemed to really enjoy it; my phone 
was buzzing with texts all night.

‘For many of the parents who weren’t involved with this two 
years ago, they were blown away with the professional set-up.’    

While the more experienced students demonstrated their 

MacFarlane, who was centre stage towards the end of the evening 
when she was randomly chosen as the winner of a brand new 
Faith Saturn cutaway guitar, donated by Oban Music Shop.

Oban Music Shop owner Jean Gillies said: ‘The objective of 
the donation was to encourage young musicians to achieve new 
levels of performance.’

Young Katie MacFarlane receives her new 
guitar from tutor Finlay Wells during this 

year’s Guitar Class Concert. 16_t37guitar01

OBAN received a boost to the 
end of its tourist season last 
weekend when an estimated 
1,200 people arrived in town for 
the Craggy Island Triathlon.

event, which only began 
last year, was named ‘most 
enjoyable event in 2011’ at the 
Scottish Triathlon Awards and 
was featured by the BBC’s 

wide interest in the event. This 
prompted organisers to double 
the capacity of entries for the 
2012 event to 400, 95 per cent 
of which were from outwith the 
Oban area.

The endurance challenge also 
raised around £2,000 for Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team.

The event has been hailed by 
BID4Oban chairman Graham 
MacQueen as a shining example 
of how Oban can help itself in 
the future. 

Mr MacQueen, whose remov-
als company sponsored the 
triathlon, said: ‘I was taking 
part in the triathlon and the 
atmosphere was incredible. 

‘This really is a fabulous event 

‘I couldn’t believe the number 
of competitors who came and 
estimates are that they bring 
an average of two people with 
them.

‘The town was very busy on 
the Saturday night, especially. 
I tried to make a booking in 
restaurants but couldn’t get a 
table.

‘It was an excellent showcase 
event for the area, with associ-
ated increased business both 
now and in the future.  

‘Congratulations to the 
organisers, Duncan MacEachen 
and Paul McGreal, the 400 com-
petitors, the many organisations 
and individuals who made it all 
happen. 

‘One of the key objectives of 
BID4OBAN is to support and 
encourage events such as this 
in order to take modern tourism 
from strength to strength in our 
area.’

Mr MacEachen, who is the 

the extra attention in the event 
was welcome but that there 
was a limit to the number of 
competitors they could take.

He added: ‘Although Oban 

event, I think it will have really 

‘It is an island that is often 
forgotten about.

‘I have also been overwhelmed 
by the support from the local 
community: volunteers, spon-
sors and competitors. 

‘I agree this event is inkeeping 
with the kind of thing Oban is 
trying to achieve with BIDS 
because it attracts people to the 
town.’

Although he admitted he would 
have to ‘sit down and catch my 

said planning would soon begin 
for next year’s event.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.

co.uk

A PENSIONER who died 
after getting separated from 
family while walking on Ben 
Cruachan at the weekend has 
been named.

Alexander Sproule, 74, from 
Edinburgh was reported miss-
ing on the hill at 9.30pm on 
Saturday night.

He had been descending the 
hill with his son and his grand-
son when he had stopped for a 

rest and got separated. 
Police said a full scale search 

commenced involving mountain 
rescue teams from Oban, Arro-
char and Strathclyde Police. 

There were also Search and 
Rescue Dogs, a police helicop-

-
bulance Service involved.

Mr Sproule, who was an 
experienced hill walker, was 
found dead at 9.30am on Sun-

day morning. Ross Lilley of 
Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
said the search for the man on 
the Saturday night had been 

the depth of the ravines on the 
mountain.

He said: ‘We began by search-
ing the paths in the dark as far 
as we could but by 4am we had 
exhausted every option avail-
able to us.

‘We agreed to reconvene the 
following day and Arrochar and 
Strathclyde Police mountain 
rescue teams took over from 
us at daylight, when he was 
found.’

It is understood the group, 
who were all regular and 
experienced climbers, had 
completed the Horseshoe Ridge 
on Cruachan before Mr Sproule 
became separated.

Four hundred  competitors took part over the two days of this year’s Craggy Island Triathlon which started with a swim across to the island   Picture - Stephen Lawson

THE DANGER of poor mobile 
phone coverage in some remote 
parts of the Highlands and Is-
lands has been highlighted by an 
emergency response consultant.

Dr Andrew Inglis is a consult-
ant with the Emergency Medical 
Retrieval Service, which pro-
vides rapid emergency treatment 
by helicopter or plane to rural 
areas. 

Frustrated by the lack of a mo-
bile phone signal in many parts 
of the region he works in, he 
has compiled a damning report 
of the 2G network coverage, 
particularly in the Hebrides and 
Western Isles.

Of communities with GP com-
munity hospitals, Arran was 

followed by Barra, both of which 
had no reliable network coverage 
on Vodafone, O2 or Three.

Of the isolated general prac-
tices surveyed, Bunessan on 
Mull, Glenelg, Tiree, Coll and 
Eigg were among the poorest 
signals on various networks. 
However, on two west coast 
islands where ‘isolated’ nurses 
practised, Raasay and Lismore, 

had poor/moderate coverage on 
all main network providers.

The report also took into ac-
count an email survey of NHS 
personnel.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell has echoed Dr Inglis’ 
concerns adding: ‘I am meeting 
all the main providers and am 
pressing on them the urgent need 
for a major improvement.

‘I agree there are strong safety 
issues and I have spoken to 
emergency and medical person-
nel who are very concerned. 
I support their concerns and I 
have raised these at every level of 
government. For our resilience, 
connectivity needs to improve.

‘I also think that local users 
are being treated badly given the 
lack of 3G coverage in virtually 
all the constituency.

‘There should be no 4G any-
where until Argyll and Bute gets 
3G everywhere.’
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RESIDENTS living near an 
Oban primary school have been 
forced to park in the school 
grounds or several streets away  
as parents block the road picking 
up or delivering school children.

People living in the Kerrera 
Terrace area of Dunollie, near 
to Park Primary School, have 
complained to Argyll and Bute 

up the residents’ car park and 
blocking the access road.

One resident was approached 
by police after parking in the 
primary school car park, but he 
says he had ‘no other option’ as 
outside his home was full with 
parents’ cars.

Faisal Juwel has written to the 
council asking what they plan 
to do about this problem – and 
the letter has also been signed by 
other residents in the area who 
feel the same way.

It states: ‘The school has spent 
money upgrading their car park 
for dropping kids off at school 
but only a few people use the 
facility. 

‘Most of the parents are park-
ing outside the school car park, 
using the resident car park for up 
to 45 minutes.  I have seen some 
parents park at the residents’ car 
park at 8.20am and sit in their 
car until 9am. They have no 
consideration for anyone else. 

‘Parents also park all over the 
place and block the entire road. 

This is a real nightmare for the 
residents of Kerrera Terrace in 
particular.’

Mr Juwel would like the coun-
cil to put in place a ‘drop-off 
only’ policy at the school and 
erect ‘residents parking only’ 
signage.

But a council spokeswoman 
said the issue was one for Argyll 

Community Housing Associa-
tion (ACHA) to deal with and not 
the council. She added: ‘We do 
sympathise with the issues that 
residents are experiencing and 
have noted these concerns. 

‘There are currently no propos-
als for any changes to the exist-
ing arrangements. Parking at or 
outside the school for drop-off 

purposes is acceptable practice.’
Alastair MacGregor, chief 

executive of ACHA, said: ‘The 
association does not have sole 
ownership of the car park. We 
have rights in common with 
others to use it. 

‘If ACHA was to stick up a 
sign saying ‘For ACHA tenants 
only’ then we would have no 

legal basis to enforce this and 
could be open to challenge.

‘I do however agree it would 
make common sense for visitors 
to the school to use the school 
car park which would assist lo-

Park Primary School could offer 
this guidance to parents and 
visitors.’

Residents claim they are being blocked in, or blocked out, as parents monopolise the roadway close to an Oban primary school.

School run row escalates as 
residents call for council action

THOUSANDS of pounds are to 
be spent by the Oban Common 
Good Fund in brightening up 
and lighting up the town in time 
for Christmas.

A total of around £15,000 

following approval, at a recent 
meeting of councillors and fund 
trustees, for the funds to be 
distributed.

The fund will give £8,000 to 
assist Oban traders in provid-
ing new Christmas lights for 
the town with a further £2,000 
underwritten in the event of a 
shortfall.

BID4Oban has received 
£3,000 towards the cost of its 
ballot and the Camanachd As-
sociation has also been awarded 
a £3,000 contribution to holding 

Councillor Elaine Robertson, 
Oban Common Good Fund 
chairwoman, said: ‘We are 
delighted to have been able 
to make these awards to local 

to the community.
‘We will also be exploring 

ways of making the fund’s busi-
ness more accessible. This will 
include a dedicated web page 
with information about the work 
of the trust, minutes of meetings 
and application forms. 

‘The Oban Common Good 
Fund has supported a number 
of local projects over the years, 
with an ever-increasing number 
of applicants.’

Councillor Robertson stressed 
that applications were welcome 
from a variety of projects: ‘We 
are keen to hear from small 
projects as well as large ones. 
However all groups should be 
aware that income is reduc-
ing due to lower investment 
returns. 

‘This means that careful 
scrutiny of all applications will 
continue to be a key priority for 
the Oban Common Good Fund,’ 
she added.

Oban Common Good 
Fund allocates £15,000

A RISING star of ballet, 
schooled at Taynuilt’s Ballet 
West, has joined the prestigious 
Ballet Theatre UK company.  

Principal roles 
Sarah Mortimer, aged 20, a 

Africa, has graduated from 
Ballet West after completing 
four years with the school, cul-
minating with a BA in Classical 
Ballet and Dance Performance. 
She also danced principal roles 
in the Ballet West tours in 
Scotland and China. 

Sarah turned down offers 
from other companies, includ-
ing Opéra de Nice.

Gillian Barton, principal of 

Ballet West, said: ‘Sarah’s ap-
pointment to Ballet Theatre UK 
is richly deserved. She proved 
an exceptionally talented 
student, whose achievement 
was recognised in the Genée 
awards. 

‘An image of Sarah was cho-
sen by the Royal Academy of 
Dance as the poster image for 
the Genée awards.  I am sure 
she will have a great future.’

Sarah, who is from Maid-
stone, Kent, said: ‘I will be 
sad to say ‘au revoir’ to my 
wonderful teachers and col-
leagues at Ballet West but hope 
to dance with the company in 
the future.’

Ballet dancer Sarah Mortimer. Picture - Pat Bromilow-Downing/Royal Academy 

of Dance

Taynuilt rising ballet 
star joins prestigious 
national company

A SOCIAL housing tenant in 
Oban has criticised her landlord 
after they threatened to break 
into her house to make improve-
ments.

The Dunbeg resident, who 
is a tenant of West Highland 
Housing Association (WHHA), 
has been told she must have loft 
insulation installed to allow the 
landlord to comply with Scot-
tish Government legislation

‘Boiling hot’ 
But the tenant claims her 

house is ‘boiling hot’ as it is and 
windows have to be left open in 
winter to cool the house down 
and make it more comfortable 
to be in.

She has so far refused the 
designated insulation installers 

access to her property and has 
now received a letter from 
WHHA which states the instal-
lation company will be in touch 
with a new date.

It adds: ‘If access is not 
provided on this date then the 
association will be forced to 
make arrangements to force 
entry and you will be charged 
with the costs associated with 
this work.’

Lesley McInnes, chief execu-
tive of WHHA, told The Oban 
Times this threat was a ‘last re-
sort’ and only used in ‘extreme 
circumstances’.

She said: ‘We wouldn’t want 
it to come to that. These are 
people’s homes and we want 
our tenants to feel comfortable 

and safe in their homes. We can 
gain entry but this would be in 
extreme circumstances and we 
would hope through conversa-
tion and discussion with the 
tenant we would be able to 
resolve this issue.’

Mrs McInnes added that 
she was concerned the house 
was not as warm as the tenant 
believed it to be and wanted to 
ensure her home was adequately 
insulated.

WHHA is bound by the Scot-
tish Government legislation, 
Scottish Housing Quality Stan-
dards (SHQS). This requires 
social landlords to ensure their 
houses conform to certain 
criteria.

Among the criteria is a 

requirement that loft insulation 
be installed in homes that are 
capable of receiving it.

The document states: ‘At least 
100mm minimum of existing 
loft insulation or 270mm for 

time additional insulation or 
as a further measure to reduce 
carbon emissions. 

‘100mm is the minimum 
existing level of loft insulation 
which will meet the SHQS. 
If the roof space is partially 
boarded without any loft insula-
tion under the boards, or where 
the loft insulation is of uneven 
thickness, landlords need to en-
sure that the average thickness 

100mm.’

Dunbeg ‘hot house’ will be forced 
to have better insulation installed
Tenant warned of  possible forced entry as housing 
association bound by the Scottish Government’s rules

‘Business as normal’ after 
council computer glitch

THE VACANT seat of a councillor who 
died on a diving trip in Oban earlier this 

John Skerry, 54, had held the seat in the 
Huntingdon East ward until his death on 
May 15 at Ardmucknish Bay. 

Now Marion Nightingale, who he was 
due to marry on May 19, is to stand in the 
by-election.

Fiancée aims for council 
seat of Ardmucknish Bay 
drowning victim

Crianlarich Bypass work scheduled to begin next summerLearner
driver
passes test 
after crash

THE CRIANLARICH Bypass 
is expected to get underway 
next summer and be completed 
the following year.

as Transport Scotland pub-

lished the Made Orders for 
the £5.5 million scheme last 
week.

Public exhibitions have been 
held this week to inform the 
public of the programme of 

work planned, with the Crian-
larich session being held in the 
village hall today (Thursday) 
from noon until 7pm. The fol-
lowing day the drop-in session 
will be held at Loch Lomond 

Outdoor Centre, Ardlui. The 
public information days also 
include details of work at Pul-
pit Rock, Crianlarich Bypass, 
A83 Rest and Be Thankful and 
planned wider upgrades to the 

A82 between Tarbet and In-
verarnan. Transport Minister 
Keith Brown said: ‘The Scot-
tish Government is committed 
to upgrading the A82, a vital 
economic and social lifeline 

connecting businesses and 
communities in Highlands and 
Islands with central belt. The 
publication of these orders 
marks another step towards 
achieving that goal.’

The bypass, which is ex-
pected to get underway next 
summer (2013), will provide 
just under one mile of new road 
from the south of Crianlarich 
to the north of the village.’

A LEARNER driver managed 
to pass her test despite being hit 

- less than an hour before her 
examination.

Former Oban High School pupil 
Katherine Sutherland, aged 18, 
was driving in Quarry Road, at 
its junction with Sinclair Drive, 
when the incident happened.

The crash caused damage to 
the offside rear door of the car, 
owned by driving instructor 
John Christie. 

It was the car Katherine was 
to sit her test in and the exam-
iner only agreed to proceed if 
the door was welded shut.

Oban Police said the driver of 
the lorry had been charged with 
careless driving.

The lorry driver was one of 
four people charged with driv-
ing offences following a string 
of incidents on Argyll’s roads 
last week.

On Saturday, the driver of a van 
was reported for driving danger-
ously on the A85 near Pennyfuir, 
Oban when he allegedly caused 

The drivers’ actions were 

were dealing with the results of 
another accident.

Last Thursday, another man 
allegedly collided with a vehicle 
while attempting a three-point 
turn in Stevenson Street, Oban.

The driver of a scooter is 
accused of losing control and 
colliding with the vehicle travel-
ling in front near Achnacloich 
Bridge, Connel on Saturday, 
causing damage to both vehicles 
and injuring the passenger on the 
back of the scooter who suffered 
a fractured arm.

Inspector Julie McLeish said: ‘I 
would remind people to be aware 
of the road conditions and adjust 
their driving accordingly.’

Correction
LAST week we reported on In-
veraray’s bid for £1m to Historic 
Scotland to help maintain its old 
buildings.

The article states a successful 

Relief Land, who ‘face a bill 
of more than £25,000 each for 
repairs to the listed building, 
partly owed by ACHA’. This 
should read, ‘owned by ACHA’.

The Oban Times would like 
to clarify that ACHA does not 
owe money to these Inveraray 
residents and apologises for any 
offence caused.

A 36-YEAR-OLD female found 
to be in possession of a quantity 
of diamorphine and crushed tab-
lets last Friday has been reported 

police. 

Woman charged 
with possession of 
diamorphine

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000

THE FINEST of Argyll and 
Bute will get centre stage at a 
festival to be held in Inveraray 
this weekend.

The Best of the West, organised 
by Argyll and the Isles Tourism 

and drink from around the west 
coast. 

There will also be music from 
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers and a 
host of other bands. The Kintyre 
Schools Pipe Band will also be 
at the event playing on stage 
with the Red Hot Chilli Pipers.

AIT’s director, Mike Story 
said: ‘We would encourage 
everyone to come along – tickets 
can be bought on the gate if you 
don’t already have one.’

The festival will be held on 
Saturday and Sunday at Invera-
ray Castle and organisers are 
urging people who are thinking 
of attending not to be put off by 
the weather.

Mr Story added: ‘We have 
three 800-seater marquees so 
everything is going to be under 
cover, the event won’t be ruined 
by the rain.’

AN OBAN man has been 
crowned the top gardener in 
town after becoming the overall 
champion of this year’s Oban in 
Bloom.

Andy MacDowall of Hazeldean 
Crescent impressed judges with 
his entries in the large garden 
and private garden category.

Mr MacDowall, who is one 
of the organisers of the event, 
is also working on the Black 
Lynn project and replanting and 
keeping the Millennium Garden 
at Atlantis Leisure neat and tidy. 
He is also planning, planting and 
caring for the rosebeds at Oban 
Station and Dunmar Court.
Results: 
Small Gardens, Thompson Trophy: 
1. Duncan Black; 2. Sharon Black; 
3. Duncan MacLeod. Medium 
Gardens, Poppies Garden Centre 
Cup: 1. F John MacKenzie; 2. Eliza-
beth MacIntyre; 3. Anne Black. 
Large Gardens, McDougall Cup: 
1. Andrew MacDowall; 2. Mr and 
Mrs Ross Dalgety; 3. Kathleen 
Hamilton. ACHA Tenants, ACHA 
Tenants Shield: 1. Mrs Gibson; 2. 
Mrs Hewit; 3. Mrs Barr. Hotels and 
Guest Houses, MacTavish’s Kitchen 
Cup: 1. Dungallan House Hotel; 
2. Mrs J Auld, Glenbervie Guest 
House. Commercial Premises, 
Cakebread Cup: 1. Lorn and the 
Islands District Hospital; 2. Mil-
lennium Garden, Oban in Bloom; 
3. MacGillivray Seafoods, Railway 
Pier. Hanging Baskets, Homebase 
Cup: 1. Aulay’s Bar; 2. Bossards 
and Patisseries; 3. The Royal Hotel. 
Best Private Garden, Kinlochlaich 
Salver: Andrew MacDowall. 
Overall Champion, Oban Times 
Quaich: Andrew MacDowall.

Oban in 
Bloom winner 
announced

Fine food 
and drink 
take centre 
stage at 
Inveraray

became stars of the small screen 
recently as a BBC show came to 
visit.

Workers at the Scottish 
Salmon Company’s site in Loch 
Fyne met veteran broadcaster 
John Sergeant last week as he 
continued his west coast tour 
with The One Show.

farmer’s site in the loch, feeding 

the water for a regular health 
inspection.

Production manager Iain 

MacIntyre hosted John Sergeant 

were delighted The One Show 
came to visit us. It gave us the 
chance to show off an industry 
that we are proud of and is very 
important to the west coast and 
islands of Scotland. 

‘It’s certainly not every day 
-

selves on national television so 
it was a really good experience. 

We were lucky we got such a 
beautiful day for John and the 
crew. The area looked great on 
camera with the sun shining.’

John Sergeant and fish farm production manager Iain MacIntyre 
at Loch Fyne .

team on televisionOPERATIONS at Argyll and Bute Council 
continued as ‘normal’ last week despite its 
computer system breaking down, the local 
authority has said.

The council server, which manages 
computer systems within the council, broke 

days.
A spokeswoman for the council insisted 

only a small portion of their internal sys-
tems were effected by the breakdown, with 
the majority of the council’s major systems 
available and functioning normally.

She said: ‘Council business and operations 
continue as normal and, most importantly, 
our customers are completely unaffected. 

usual and the hardware issues did not affect 
the council tax system which has remained 
fully operational.’

BID4OBAN
welcome town 
centre initiative
BID4Oban has welcomed news 
that a leading Scottish architect 
is to spearhead a national initia-
tive to help breathe new life into 
Scotland’s town centres.

Malcolm Fraser has been 
named as the chairman of the 
Scottish Government’s National 
Review of Town Centres, which 
will commence later this month.

The review will see a panel 
of experts agree an action plan 
addressing issues associated 
with planning, rents and rates, 
competition and empty proper-
ties.

BID4Oban co-ordinator Pau-
line Cameron said the ‘positive’ 
news could not come at a better 
time for Oban.

She said: ‘We are hopefully 
about to embark on a new chapter 
in transforming Oban’s business 
environment. 

‘A big part of that is enhancing 
the town centre so as to make the 

and shoppers, and so encourage 
them to stay for longer and come 
back more often.

‘The results of this review 
could prove a key component in 
Oban’s town centre reaching its 
full potential.’

All-weather sports pitch 
opens in Campbeltown
THE OPENING of a new all-weather sports 
pitch in Campbeltown will allow year-round 
access to sports for people in the town. 

Argyll and Bute Council’s new pitch, next 
to Campbeltown’s Aqualibrium leisure 
centre, will kick off with a festival of sport 
on Friday, September 21. 

As well as a new surface to play on, the 
town’s youngsters will get some top tips 

sporting ambassadors who will also be there 
on the day. Argyll and Bute Council’s lead 
councillor for sport, Douglas Philand, said: 
‘This is a fantastic new amenity for Camp-
beltown and I hope to see our young people 
making the most of all it has to offer.’
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Scotland’s 10 most celebrated court cases
20 PAGES OF SCOTLAND’S BEST SCHOOLS 
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EASE REJUVENATING SET 
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WINDubarry bootsworth£300
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Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

BUILDING
Extensions • Renovations • Garages • Conversions • Porches Slating 

Brickwork/Block • Plastering • Property Maintenance

ALL TYPES OF JOINERY
Kitchens • Decking • Chalets & Log Cabins made to order • Sheds • Facias

PLUMBING
Bathrooms • External Taps • New Water Mains • Drainage 

Septic Tanks • Gutters and Down Pipes

GROUNDWORKS
Groundworks • Sun Rooms • Patios • Hard Landscaping

NO VAT

OT

Janette Morton’s living room has been bare since she ordered new furniture in July. 

TWO KIND hearted shinty players have raised hundreds of pounds 
for charity after taking on a punishing 100 mile cycle ride.

Alan MacGregor and Ally Gunn completed the circuit from Oban 
via Corran to Lochaline, Fishnish and Craignure before returning to 
Oban on September 8.

The pair raised £700 from sponsorship which will now be split 
between Oban Camanachd and Macmillan Cancer Support.

A table-top sale was held in the Congregational Church Hall on Saturday to raise funds 
for the church. Stalls offered knitting, jewellery, soap and candle products, as well as 

toys and bric-a-brac. The church will be holding a coffee morning and soup lunch at the 
same venue on September 29 and a craft fair on November 10. 

FORMER Mod gold medal winner Riona Whyte has 
released her debut album, more than 10 years after winning 
gold in Stornoway.

The Mull Mod secretary and Gaelic teacher recently 
recorded Bunachas, meaning root/foundation/ancestry, 
with the help of her son, daughter, sister, brother and 
mother in backing vocals as well as a few friends from 
the Gaelic world and legendary accordion player Phil 
Cunningham.  

The release from Watercolour Studios, Ardgour, is 
steeped in personal history, with songs from her native 
Morvern and her adopted island of Mull. Riona was born 
and brought up in Morvern and lived at Fiunary Farm in 
her formative years moving to the island of Mull after 
marrying her Muileach husband, Reay. 

She has been a strong devotee of the Gaelic language and 
won the Royal National Mòd gold medal in 2001 and The 
Oban Times gold medal in 2010.

AN ISLAY woman who emptied her living room in 
anticipation of a delivery of new furniture says she has 
been waiting since July for her delivery because of a pay 
dispute between delivery companies.

Janette Morton, who lives with her distillery worker 
husband, Robin, at Bunnahabhain, used her savings to 
splash out on new display units for the house.

But despite ordering the items on July 27, she has no 
idea when they will come.

Hebridean Haulage has refused to pick up the items 
from storage company DMG Direct in Glasgow because 
of a dispute over unpaid bills.

Janette only found out about the dispute when she 
phoned Argyll carrier Mundell’s of Tarbert, who 
informed her of the complication.

The 56-year-old said: ‘I’m at my wits end. I have been 
sitting here in an empty living room for weeks because 
if we move the furniture back in, the delivery might 
come and we’ll have to move it all out again. I’ve even 
stored things in my kitchen and the spare bedroom. I had 
contacted the recycling plant on the island to get rid of 
the old stuff but they said they could not take any more 
furniture, which was just as well.’

The date of delivery has now been given as September 

21 but a frustrated Janette says that date has been getting 
later by the day. 

And the two companies at the heart of the dispute 
still cannot agree who is to blame. Murdo MacDonald, 
director of Hebridean Haulage, said: ‘The dispute is over 
an unpaid bill. We will not make the delivery until we 
are paid.’

However, DMG Direct manager David MacGregor 
said: ‘The problem was their [Hebridean Haulage] 
account didn’t initially accept the transfer but that has 
been resolved. As far as I’m concerned we have paid any 
outstanding bills.’

THE FLEDGLING Tiree Music 
Festival (TMF) has claimed 

named Best Small Festival at 
the Scottish Event Awards.

The awards ceremony, held 
last Thursday in The Radisson 
Blu, Glasgow, also saw wins 
for Celtic Connections’ Big Top 
event on Skye, held in March 
after the main Celtic Connec-
tions festival in Glasgow, which 
was named Best Small Event.

MG Alba’s FilmG was voted 
Best Cultural Event.

TMF shared the small festival 
accolade with RSPB Scotland’s 
Scottish Birdfair Festival but 
the soaring popularity of the 
Tiree festival has seen it grow 
dramatically since its maiden 
event in 2010.

Co-organiser Stewart 
MacLennan told The Oban 
Times: ‘We are a very young 
festival, so to win the award 
was a great feeling, although it 
was a bit of a surprise. 

‘Its success is down to the 
hard work of the organisers and 
volunteers, the consistency of 
the event and the location.

‘Tiree is known for the Wave 
Classic but I would like to think 
our festival is also helping to 
put Tiree on the map.’

Stewart was joined at the 
awards ceremony by co-
organiser Daniel Gillespie, their 
partners and some of the staff 
and volunteers from TMF.

The festival had 900 people 
attend in 2011 – the event the 
judges took into account – but 
in July this year it welcomed 
a total of 1,300 festival-goers, 
plus musicians and staff.

Stewart added: ‘There 
were plenty of celebrations 
afterwards, even though Daniel 

Skerryvore
to Pittsburgh the following 
morning.

‘I think this award will be 
a great stepping stone for the 
festival and we are looking 
forward to next year’s event on 
July 20 and 21.

Overall winner of the Event 
Management Grand Prix was 
AEG Live for Rockness.

OBAN’S newest hotel has been doing a 
roaring trade just two weeks since open-
ing at the start of the month.

The Ranald Hotel, in Stevenson Street, 
opened on September 1 without fanfare, 
as they were immediately expecting the 

‘We just got straight into it,’ said hotel 
manager Harry Forbes. ‘We have been 
pretty full since we opened.’

The 17-bedroom hotel is named after 

its designer, Oban man Ranald Mac-
Coll, who now lives in Glasgow and 
has designed the interior of many of the 
city’s west end establishments, as well 
as Oban’s Cuan Mor and Tobermory’s 
McGochan’s.

With a clear theme of ‘modern 
Scotland’, The Ranald is described as 
a ‘metro’ hotel, as it does not provide 
evening meals.

Built in place of the former Paradise 

Garden Centre, the hotel has initially 
given employment to eight locals but 
Harry admits there is an intention to 
increase staff numbers.

He added: ‘I think the town was look-
ing for something a bit more modern than 
what is currently on offer and we have 
been busier than expected.

‘We forecast we would have between 
60 – 70 per cent occupancy in our rooms, 
not 100 per cent!’

AN ARDRISHAIG man who 
had been accused of smashing 
a bottle over another man’s head 
had his charge found not proven 
by a jury.

Graham Leith, 32, of 3 Seaside 
Park, Ardrishaig, was alleged 
to have struck Steven Paterson 
with a bottle of Buckfast on 
November 19 last year.

The court heard Leith, who 
lodged a special defence of self 
defence, had been drinking with 
a former girlfriend on the night 
of the incident. 

The 35-year-old woman said 
she had phoned Steven Paterson 
in the early hours of the morn-
ing, which Leith was not happy 
about.

She told the court: ‘I made 
a couple of phone calls and 
Graham may have tried to take 
the phone out of my hands. He 
was saying he didn’t like him, so 
I just hung up.’ The woman then 

-
plied: ‘I didn’t like the arguing.’

She admitted she ran to Steven 

away. She was followed by Leith 

THE PRICE of fuel at petrol 
stations in rural areas is to 

Trading (OFT).
A six week investigation is to 

be held into how oil companies 

those owned by the supermar-
kets, set prices.

can vary widely throughout 
Scotland with the city of Dundee 
the cheapest place to buy fuel on 
Monday.

A litre of diesel would have 
cost £141.9 while unleaded was 
priced at £136.9. This is in com-
parison to the most expensive 
place, Coll, where islanders 
were forking out 30 pence more 
per litre for both fuels.

It is the increased cost of living 
and running a business on an is-
land that has enraged campaign-
ers and the investigation is ‘way 
overdue’ according to the Forum 
of Private Businesses. 

Policy advisor Robert Downes 
said: ‘When crude oil prices go 
up forecourt prices quickly fol-
low suit.

‘But when they come down 
again pump prices are slow to 
do the same. We only have to 
cast our minds back to June to 
see when this last happened, and 
it means small businesses are 
having to pay out more of their 
hard earned cash.’

Fair Fuel Solutions (FFS), a 
Scottish islands based fuel price 
campaign group, has already 
sent in their submission to OFT, 
criticising the regulator.

Calum Macmillan of FFS said: 
‘The OFT keeps trumpeting how 
successful it is yet there is cur-
rently no pressure on these fuel 
companies to explain how much 
they each take from the cost of 
one litre of fuel. 

‘Therefore they charge what 
they like - because they can. 

can get away with it because the 
watchdog which should be mak-
ing them accountable is really 
not much use.

‘And most of the politicians 
-

Fuel prices on Monday September 10, 2012
Diesel Unleaded

Dundee 141.9 136.9
Dunoon 142.9 136.9
Oban Tesco 142.9 137.9
Aberdeen 142.9 138.9
Edinburgh 143.9 137.9
Fort William 143.9 138.4
Inveraray 143.9 139.9
Glasgow 144.9 138.9
Lochgilphead 144.9 141.9
Inverness 144.9 142.9
Portree 145.9 140.9
Strachur 145 142
Oban Filling Station 146.9 142.9
Onich 147.9 144.9
Campbeltown 147.9 145.9
Orkney 148.5 144.9
Mull 150.9 146.9
Mallaig 150.9 147.9
Arran 151.9 148.9
Stornoway 152.9 148.9
Shetland 53.9 151.9
Islay 159.9 154.6
Colonsay 161.6 158.7
Tiree 162 157
Coll 171 167
Birmingham 142.9 138.9
London 144.9 138.9
Manchester 143.9 139.9

pared to talk about the problem 
and make promises without 
actually doing anything to solve 
it.’

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll and 
Bute has welcomed the OFT 
investigation. He said: ‘I have 
often raised in Parliament the 
problems being caused by the 
high price of petrol and diesel in 
Argyll and Bute.

in the supply chain has to be 
stopped. I hope the OFT will 
investigate in particular why the 
price of fuel at the pumps is so 
much higher on the islands and 
the Kintyre peninsula than it is 
in the rest of the country.’

While the cost of fuel is above 
average in island communities it 
is less in other areas of the west 
coast of Scotland.

Fuel in Oban is cheaper than 
many other places, including 
petrol stations that The Oban 
Times contacted in Birmingham, 
Glasgow and London.

The OFT has said they will 
publish the results of the study 
in January – which is when 
August’s postponed 3p a litre 
duty rise will take effect. 

The watchdog will also reveal 

on anti-competitive supermarket 
-

ings stations offer a fair price.
Dave Thompson MSP for 

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
has said he is ‘glad’ there is an 
investigation being held.

He added: ‘Remote communi-
ties do not have the same number 
of retailers and therefore can suf-
fer from a lack of competition.

‘The OFT have published 

indicate that fuel prices are 
not only higher on the Scottish 
islands than on the mainland, 
but that the gap between the 
mainland and island price has 
been increasing. 

‘Very few of our communities 
-

ing price of crude oil, so it is 
clear that these savings are not 
being passed on.’

Rural fuel 
prices go 
under 
spotlight

various buzzers on the intercom. 
Steven Paterson, who was in bed 
at the time, came to answer the 
door.

She said when the door was 
opened she tried to squeeze past 
Steven into the hallway and felt 
what she thought was an arm 
come over her and she saw blood 
on Steven’s face. She said she 
had seen Graham Leith standing 
behind her.

Steven Paterson appeared from 
custody to give evidence as he 
had failed to show up to court 
the previous day.

Calls
He told the court he had been 

receiving a lot of calls that 
evening and could hear Leith in 
the background.

He said: ‘Graham Leith was 
in the background saying ‘I’m 
going to kill you’ and things but 
I didn’t pay any attention to him 
because I know what he is like.

‘I was just nodding off when 
every buzzer in the house, bar 
mine, was going off. I left it for 
10 to 15 minutes then went down 
and opened the door.

‘Sharon was right in front of 

me and Graham was behind her 
and he put a bottle of Buckfast 
over my head. It must have been 
full because there was Buckfast 
all over the wall and over me 
and there was broken glass 
everywhere.

‘I grabbed him by the throat 
and he cut me in the side of the 
head with the neck of the bottle.

‘He turned and ran away but 
I caught up with him and threw 
him to the ground. I couldn’t re-
ally see because there was blood 
squirting out of my head into my 
eyes.’

Graham Leith chose not to 
give evidence in his defence but 
his solicitor, Stephen Macleod 
claimed Steven Paterson had 

simply defending himself.
He told the jury of nine women 

and six men that Mr Paterson 
had given his evidence in a 
‘smirking’ fashion and urged 
them to acquit.

The jury took less than half an 

Leith not proven by a majority. 
He thanked them as he left the 
dock.

Islay woman’s anger at furniture delivery delay

TMF organisers Daniel Gillespie 
and Stewart MacLennan, 

with Daniel’s partner Sarah 
Cruickshank, left and Stewart’s 

wife, Julie. 

The Ranald Hotel management team of 
Harry Forbes and Drew Anderson. 

Alan MacGregor and Ally Gunn.

Shinty players cycle 100 miles

Not proven verdict in 
bottle attack trial

Tiree Music 
Festival
wins major 
award

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Roaring trade at Oban’s newest hotel

Riona releases debut album Got a 

story for 

The Oban 

Times? 

Call our 

reporters 

on 01631 

568000.
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Morvern Lines
THE CURRENT Scottish Government’s Ferry Review is caus-
ing concern in Morvern. 

Rumours abound that the Lochaline to Fishnish service is to be 
downgraded with priority being given to freight conveyed in an 
experimental electrically powered vessel.  

Such a step would have serious, long-term implications for 
Morvern and for the many car and foot passengers on Mull who 
use the Fishnish route throughout the year. When Lochaline lost 
its direct daily link with Craignure and Oban in the 1970s, the 

the day promised that the Fishnish route was the better option for 
Morvern and would be protected and maintained. 

Important discussions are already taking place and doubtless 
decisions are being made in advance of the so-called formal local 
consultation. 

Calls are being made to CalMac to be more transparent and our 
local elected representatives are being urged to press Morvern’s 
case more strongly now before it is too late.

THE RECENTLY restored and rededicated Drimnin Chapel 
was the venue last week for a superb evening of live classical 
music by the Astrid String Quartet. 

Despite its location, there was an audience of almost 50, some 
from as far away as the south of England as well as Appin, 
Ardgour, Lochaline and Drimnin. 

The quartet, comprising four of the Royal Conservatoire 

the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh and were invited by the 
International Concert Committee to play in Al Khabor, Saudi 
Arabia, where they gave an educational concert to more than 600 
children who rarely have the opportunity to hear live music. 

Elanor Gunn, Eve Kennedy, Sarah Leonard and Julia Wagner, 
who are Drimnin’s quartet in residence, entertained the packed 
chapel with selections from Schubert, Mozart, Shostakovich and 
Borodin. 

The following evening a well-attended ‘Songs of Praise’ was 
conducted in the chapel by the Rev Donald McCorkindale, 
Church of Scotland minister for the joint parishes of Morvern, 
Strontian and Ardgour. 

food and refreshments was provided and served by members of 
the Drimnin Chapel Trust on both occasions.

IT IS good to see that two 
compositions by Dr John 
Maclachlan of Rahoy feature 
in the prescribed list of songs 
in this year’s National Mod 
which is being held in Dunoon 
next month. 

These are ‘Seinn an Duan 
Seo’ (Learner’s Choral) and 
‘Gur moch rinn mi dùsgadh’ 
(Ladies Silver Pendant Final). 

Maclachlan, one of Scot-
land’s foremost Gaelic bards, 
was born at Rahoy on the north 
shores of Loch Teacuis and 
died at Portmore, Tobermory. 
He is buried at Kiel, Morvern, 
below a headstone raised by 
public prescription. 

The Gaelic inscription 
reads: ‘Clach Air Carn Iain ‘ic 
Lachuinn. Lighiche ainmeil 
agus Fior Bhard 1804-1874’ 
(A stone on the cairn of John 

Maclachlan, a famous doctor 
and a true poet.)

Prior to coming to Morvern 
as tacksmen to the Duke of Ar-
gyll, Dr John’s family farmed 
Dunadd in Kilmartin Glen.  

Famous Gaelic bard                      
Dr John Maclachlan of Rahoy.

 Iain Thornber

First Minister ends speculation over CalMac cherry-picking
FIRST Minister Alex Salmond 
has quashed rumours that the 
Clyde and Hebrides ferry servic-
es will be tendered individually 
by dismissing the claim during 
First Minister’s Questions.

There had been widespread 
conjecture across the west coast 
that the ‘unbundling’ of the 
service contract, currently oper-
ated by CalMac Ferries Ltd, was 
in the Scottish Government’s 
plans. The current six-year 
service contract is due to end in 
September 2013.

Departures 
The recent departures of 

CalMac’s managing director 
Phil Preston and chief execu-
tive Archie Robertson, without 
public explanation, only added 
fuel to the rumours.

However, last week the First 
Minister denied there were plans 
to ‘unbundle’ the routes after be-
ing pressed by Scottish Labour’s 
Richard Baker MSP, who had 
accused the government of at-
tempting to privatise CalMac.

Alex Salmond said: ‘We have 
no plans to unbundle the Clyde 
and Hebrides ferry services. 
In our estimation, the case for 
unbundling has not been made.’
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson sought as-
surances from the First Minister 
for the future of the west coast 
workforce.

He said: ‘I am sure that the First 
Minister is aware that the Cal-
Mac ferries are predominantly 
crewed by west coast seafarers. 
What safeguards will be in place 
in the next round of tendering to 
ensure that those excellent staff 
retain their jobs and conditions 
of service in the long term should 
CalMac lose the contract?’
The First Minister replied: ‘Dave 
Thompson describes the CalMac 
staff as ‘excellent’. I reiterate 
that. 

‘Even if there were to be a 
new provider following a tender 
process, the Transfer of Under-
takings (Protection of Employ-
ment) Regulations would, of 
course, apply. I urge all concerns 
to look at the protection of pen-
sions, terms and conditions that 
we have managed to ensure has 
taken place with regard to the 
NorthLink contract.’

The First Minister’s statement 
has been welcomed by Western 
Isles MSP Alasdair Allan who 
said: ‘Like previous govern-
ments, the Scottish Government 

has to put ferry routes out to ten-
der – that much is indisputably 
required by European law. There 
had been much speculation in the 
world of politics about whether 

be picked off or ‘unbundled’ and 
tendered separately from the rest 
of the Clyde and Hebridean ferry 
services. I am pleased that the 
First Minister put an end to this 
speculation.’

Grahame Smith, Scottish 
Trades Union Congress (STUC) 
general secretary, said: ‘The 
STUC was delighted to hear 
the First Minister state un-
equivocally that the Clyde and 
Hebrides ferry services would 
not be unbundled. The Scottish 
Government has clearly listened 
to the compelling arguments 
made by trade unions and others 
that the economies of scale and 

by the bundle must be retained. 
‘The STUC looks forward to 

continuing a discussion with 
Ministers about how jobs, pen-
sions and working conditions 
can be safeguarded should the 
Scottish Government decide to 
proceed with future tendering 
exercises.’

‘No plans to unbundle’ 
says Alex Salmond

Stornoway wind farm gains planning nod at Holyrood 

‘Like previous governments, the Scottish Government has to put ferry routes out to tender – that 
much is indisputably required by European law,’ said Western Isles MSP Alasdair Allan.

FRIDAY’S decision by Energy 
Minister Fergus Ewing to 
approve plans for wind turbines 
west of Stornoway has received 
a broad welcome.  

Interconnector 
Mr Ewing granted Lewis Wind 

Power permission to build 36 of 
their 42 planned turbines either 
side of the Bennadrove Road.

It is hoped the move will 
speed up the interconnector 
cable needed to export surplus 

electricity, boost the islands’ 
construction sector and bring in 

cash. 
Local MSP Alasdair Allan, 

who has asked the developers 
for a meeting, said last Friday: 
‘Today’s news holds out the 
prospect of a 130 megawatt 
windfarm, a development which 
would certainly justify an 
interconnector from the Western 

not only this but other renewables 
projects in the islands.

Community  gain
‘I believe that this is a chance 

payments to the community to 
be used to tackle fuel poverty in 
the Western Isles. 

‘The contribution made by 
this scheme will provide an 
opportunity to use the power of 
the wind to tackle the high fuel 
bills experienced by islanders.’ 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
leader Councillor Angus 
Campbell said: ‘This is excellent 
news for the Outer Hebrides and 
for Scotland. This consent now 

a major producer of renewable 
energy.

‘The Stornoway Wind Farm 
will provide a multi-million 
pound cash investment into the 
economy of the islands providing 
much needed employment whilst 

climate change.’
25 year lifetime 

He added: ‘It is important 
for us now to ensure that the 

secured for the Outer Hebrides 
and that the community takes 
forward the option for a 20 per 
cent share in the wind farm 

revenue for the Islands over the 
25 year lifetime of the project.’

Wildlife conservation charity 
RSPB Scotland only withdrew 
its opposition to the wind farm 
after the turbine numbers were 
cut from 42 to 36. 

Director Stuart Housden 
said: ‘We will continue to 
work with the developer to 
ensure that the construction 
and operational impacts on 
wildlife are minimised and that 
the development is thoroughly 
monitored.’

CORPACH-based holiday 
cruising company Caledonian 
Discovery Ltd has launched its 
second barge to meet increased 
demand for trips along the Cal-
edonian Canal.

The Ros Crana is now berthed 
at the top of Neptune’s Staircase 

ahead of the 2013 holiday sea-
son.

The vessel will cruise the canal 
in opposite directions to her sis-
ter barge Fingal of Caledonia.  

Company director Martin 
Balcombe said: ‘[Corpach] boat 
yard has done a tremendous job 
with the engineering work and 
paint job. We now have a very 
busy winter ahead getting her 

SOME 11,500 people in the 
Highland Council area are 
‘underemployed’, according 
to latest Scottish Government 

The number is more than three 
times the 3,700 people currently 
unemployed in the region and 
represents 1 in 10 of the work-
force.

-
employment as all employed 
persons aged 16 and over wish-
ing either another job in addition 
to their current job, another 
job with more hours or to work 
more hours in their present 
employment. Highlands and 
Islands MSP David Stewart said 
the shock statistic represented a 
social problem that needs to be 
addressed urgently. He added: 

are the shadow that accompanies 
-

ures. Without the income to meet 
their needs, people’s spending 
power falls, which damages the 
local economy.

‘We need a change in direction 
of economic policy that puts jobs 

to work in good –paying jobs by 
investing in infrastructure that 
will form the basis of the future 
prosperity of the Highlands.’

A FORT William woman has 
pled guilty to buying alcohol for 
four underage girls in the town.

Yvonne Burt, aged 30, of 
14 Kennedy Road, admitted 
buying vodka schnapps for the 
12 and 13 year-olds from a store 
in the town on March 24. 

Sentencing was deferred until 
October 8 for reports.

Fort woman 
bought drink
for youngsters

Left to right: Cameron Reid, Paul Bassett, youth worker, David MacRae, Charlene 
Macleod, Ewen MacLure, Scott Anderson, Carol Mackay, Jenny Beaton and Gavin 

Skipper, NTS ranger.

ATTENDEES and staff 
at Kyleakin Connections 
on Skye  are celebrating 
having achieved the John 
Muir Conserver Award 
after a year’s work which 
included conservation 

work and discovering 

Certificates
The awards ceremony 

was led by Paul Bassett 

presented by the National 

Trust for Scotland ranger 
Gavin Skipper. Kyleakin 

learning disabled group in 
the Highlands and second 
in Scotland to acheive all 
three John Muir Awards.

Kyleakin Connections celebrate 
winning three John Muir Awards

Canal cruise 
company launches 
second vessel
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Bridge of Orchy farmer fined 
£1,200 in illegal pesticide case

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School and Sunart Centre cel-
ebrated their 10th anniversary 
on Saturday with a community 
fair.

Local people came out to 
celebrate the anniversary with 
an afternoon meal and fun day 
at the school. There was also 
various activities for youngsters, 
including face painting, a bouncy 
castle and body zorbing.

The school and the adjoined 
community venue opened in 
2002 after a concerted campaign 
from the local community.

Former councillor Dr Michael 
Foxley, who represented the 
area at Highland Council for 26 
years, was given a presentation 
by the local community councils 
and Feisnan nan Gaidheal.

Dr Foxley, who chairs the Su-
nart Centre management com-
mittee said: ‘The Sunart Centre 
and Ardnamurchan High School 
have brought our community, 
villages and townships together 
as a focal point for our young 
people and future generations 
within our huge rural geographic 
area.’

Minnie Mouse and Hello Kitty were among the well-known faces 
to make an appearance at the fair. 20_f37ard02

Ardnamurchan High school celebrates 
10th birthday with community fair

A FARM manager who admitted 
possessing an illegal pesticide 
avoided being sent to prison 
when he was sentenced at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Tom McKellar, 50, of Fir Park 
Cottage, Auch Estate, Bridge of 
Orchy, previously pled guilty 
to possession of Carbofuran on 
July 17 2009.

by Sheriff Douglas Small for 
having the highly toxic pesticide, 
which has been banned since 
2001.

The search for traces of the 
pesticide began when a golden 
eagle was found dead on the 
north facing slopes of Glen 
Udlaidh and tests showed Car-
bofuran to be present.

A search covering Ben Udlaidh 
and the nearby Auch Estate 
hills and Glen Orchy Farm was 
convened and a fox and a sheep 
carcass were found to have 
traces of Carbofuran. 

Although there was no direct 
link between McKellar and 
the poisonings, he was visited 
by police in the course of their 
enquiries.

Sheriff Small outlined that he 
was sentencing McKellar for 
possession of the poison only.

He said: ‘I wish to make it 
perfectly clear at the outset Mr 
McKellar that I am not passing 
sentence on you for having 
caused the death of the golden 
eagle.

‘Nor am I passing sentence 

Tom McKellar, farm manager Auch Estate, Bridge of Orchy, 
admitted possessing the illegal pesticide Carbofuran.

on you for lacing the carcasses 
of the dead fox or sheep which 
were also found on Ben Udlaidh 
with Carbofuran in their bodies.

‘You should be in no doubt 
that if your possession of Car-

bofuran had been shown to be 
linked to the death of the golden 
eagle or you had pled guilty to 
deliberately lacing the carcasses 
of the dead sheep and fox with 
carbofuran you would without a 

doubt be going to prison today.’ 
Reacting to the sentence, Ian 
Thomson, RSPB Scotland’s 
head of investigations said: ‘We 
are very disappointed that no-
one has been charged with the 
poisoning of this golden eagle, 
one of our most vulnerable and 
iconic bird species, or with the 
laying out of poison baits in the 
open in our countryside.

‘Whilst we welcome the 
conviction, yet again we are 

little in the way of a deterrent to 

disregard our wildlife protection 
laws. 

‘The illegal killing of protected 
birds of prey remains a persist-
ent problem in some parts of 
Scotland with, for example, six 

as illegally poisoned since this 
incident, including one in Loch-
aber earlier this year.’

Carbofuran is one of the most 
toxic pesticides. In the granular 
form a single grain the size of 
a poppy seed can kill a bird. A 
quarter teaspoon can be fatal to 
humans.

A YOUNG osprey from Loch 

into the history books by mak-
ing a record-breaking journey to 
West Africa.

In just two weeks, the osprey 
named ‘Alba’ left Loch Garten 

and made a hazardous 3,000 
mile maiden migration. The 

tags before leaving the nest and 
is now believed to have made the 
fastest migration of any tagged 
European osprey.

Richard Thaxton, site manager 
at RSPB Loch Garten, said: ‘It is 
astonishing that in a fortnight, 
Alba has travelled to southern 
Mauritania close to the border 
with Senegal. Other tagged birds 
have taken months.’

Young osprey from Speyside is migration flight record breaker

A MAJOR refurbishment 
programme has been completed 
at 25 primary and secondary 
schools throughout Argyll and 
Bute.

The work, worth more than 

the county and involved a range 
of improvements, from re-wiring 

Lead councillor for education 
and lifelong learning Michael 
Breslin said: ‘This work is 
designed to ensure that school 
buildings are maintained in 
a satisfactory condition and 
provide a safe and suitable 
environment for both pupils and 
staff.’

The work was approved 
by the council as part of the 
2011/12 budget process. The 
announcement of the completed 
work comes just two weeks after 

initiatives towards improving 
access to affordable housing.

work done include: Ardrishaig 

Colgrain Primary School – re 
wiring/heating upgrading/road 

refurbishment of domestic 
science classroom/resurfacing 

Primary school – internal and 

Roseneath Primary School 

Strath of Appin Primary 

School – re wiring and heating 

St Andrews Primary School 
– kitchen refurbishment. 

Argyll and 
Bute schools 
refurbishment
completed

More work 
hours needed in 
Highland area

A GB Oils Brand
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Mull Lines

Send your news from the 
Isle of Mull to Faith Orr on 

forr@obantimes.co.uk. 
Telephone 01631 568000

Isle of Iona school pupils have been helping out on an 
archaeological dig on the island. The Glebe site, behind the 
Parish Church, is revealing some of Iona’s history during the 

excavation being led by Guard Archaeology with pupils from 
Iona Primary School braving the lashing rain to lend a hand. 
The youngsters found some pieces of flint but were in awe of 
the archaeologists who found ‘lots more’ including ‘very old’ 

pieces of clay pots and a bronze decorated pin.

THE OPENING of the new care centre on the Isle of Mull has 

-

-

-

Snowflake.  Photograph by Alan Spellman.

Leucistic hooded crow.  Photograph by Alan Spellman.

-

this country 400 years ago but 

in the highlands now want 

-
-

-

-

because they are nocturnal and 

-

-

Heritage declared a shoot on 

-

that anyone can release any ani-

-

-
tish Agriculture cited wild boar 

-

-

Lochaber concern as numbers 
of wild boar on the loose soar
Scottish Gamekeepers Association claim authorities are 
turning a blind eye of  the illegal release of several species

Prolific breeders, wild boar adult males can weigh up to 200kgs and eat carrion, eggs, mice, voles, fruit, and young livestock if the 
opportunity arises.

Howdens Joinery heard the childcare 

-

Children from Soroba Young Families Group in the new kitchen. 

-

The house is owned by Hebridean Pursuits which needs to raise 

-

-

- -

The ‘Braver’ artwork is similar to the Disney creation. 

New name and packaging for film 
causes outrage in Hollywood

NA H-EILEANAN an Iar MP Angus 
recently two yachts were drifting away 

Isles’ MP backs Barra breakwater proposal
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What is gas 
safety week?
Gas Safety Week, coordinated by Gas Safe Register, will see the gas industry 
and consumer organisations come together to promote gas safety.

Every year thousands of people across the UK 
are diagnosed with carbon monoxide (CO) poi-
soning, which can be caused by unsafe central 
heating systems, gas cookers or gas fires. Gas 
Safety Week which takes place from 10th - 16th 
September 2012 aims to raise awareness of gas 
safety and the importance of taking care of your 
gas appliances.

Badly fitted and poorly serviced appliances can 
cause gas leaks, fires, explosions as well as 
carbon monoxide poisoning. Using an illegal 
gas fitter can put lives at risk, only a Gas Safe 
registered engineer should carry out gas work.

Follow these tips to keep you and your 
family SAFE:
• Make sure gas appliances have a regular service
 and a gas safety check every 12 months
• Install an audible carbon monoxide alarm
• look out for warning signs that your gas
 appliances aren’t working correctly e.g. lazy
 yellow or orange flames instead of crisp blue
 ones, black marks on or around the appliance and
 too much condensation in the room
• make sure only a Gas Safe registered engineer
 works on your gas appliances. Illegal gas fitters
 can put your life at risk. Always check the
 engineer’s Gas Safe Register ID card

Gas Safety Week will see events and national advertis-
ing taking place.

HIGHLAND communities which are 
missing out on income from renewa-
bles schemes due to limitations in grid 
capacity are being offered a solution.

Jeopardy 
Several communities looking to 

generate green energy are seeing 
plans halted as projects are limited to 
50kw of their potential capacity.

This situation will not be resolved 
until around 2017 when upgrade works 
will be underway.

In some cases this means that 
projects are being put into jeopardy 
as the revenue generated from 50kW 
would not be enough to cover inter-
est payments on the loan required to 
construct the project.

But now the environmental consul-

with communities on a solution.
Ecodyn Ltd is helping groups access 

two sources of funding from govern-
ment which can help them install 
smaller 50kw turbines as ‘community 
assets’.

Infrastructure in the region can 
support this size of installation and 
Ecodyn say quick-moving communi-

‘Many communities in these areas 
are understandably frustrated at being 
held back by the lack of grid infra-
structure and some are also unaware 
of how new loans work for projects 
at post-planning stage,’ said Ecodyn 
director, Henrik Micski.

Guidance 
‘What we are doing with com-

munities is guiding them through the 
process of linking the two sources of 
government loan funding together, 
enabling them to generate electricity 
and income as soon as the process is 
complete.

‘If communities opt for smaller 
50kw projects now, they should not 
have connection problems and they 
can start to get pay-back immediately. 

‘They then have a community asset 
that banks are more likely to lend 
against for other community priorities 
or to advance the bigger development 

when grid capacity can cope.’
Installing a smaller project now 

current rate of feed-in tariffs for ex-
porting energy as these are expected 
to drop annually.

£150,000 through the government’s 

work. If planners reject proposals, the 
no-risk loan is written off.

loans, expected to rise to a ceiling 
of £400,000 which Ecodyn feels can 
open the door for frustrated communi-
ties.

Mr Micski added: ‘At the moment 
this is the only type of loan funding 
available for communities. High street 
banks will not lend to these small 
projects.

‘If a community gets planning, the 
post-planning scheme can cover the 
cost of a 50kw turbine whilst also 
leaving money to start paying off the 
pre-planning loan.’

could offer solution to 
grid capacity problems
Company offers to guide community           

renewables schemes through funding maze

SITUATED in the heart of Luss, on the edge of Loch Lo-
mond, the new £3million Loch Lomond Arms Hotel is open 
for business.

The project has been a labour of love for the local landowner, 

hotel when he cut the ribbon to commemorate its opening.

regenerate the local economy, having utilised the skills of 
several local trades people and the services of a number of 
Scottish based suppliers, many of whom were invited to at-
tend the launch party. 

Over 30 jobs have been created, with a third of new staff 
coming from the village and the rest from surrounding locali-
ties. 

the hotel is the culmination of several years of hard work. It 
also marks the beginning of putting Luss back on the map 
not just as an appealing tourist destination, but as a vibrant 
village with much to offer.’

Sir Malcolm Colquhoun pours the first pint at the new 
Loch Lomond Arms Hotel. 

New hotel in the heart of 
Luss is a labour of love

Planning to start your own business?
Develop your ideas into a practical and effective plan to launch 
your business.
Getting the marketing right for your business is crucial to 
its success. This workshop will help you to understand your 
competitors, identify your customers and understand the things 
you need to consider for effective marketing.
Developing a realistic, working business plan is essential when 
you’re starting up a business, this 2 day workshop shows you how 
to create a robust business plan. Good financial management is 
essential, learn to manage a profit and loss account; produce 
a cashflow statement; understand the meaning of working 
capital; describe the main sources of finance; and understand 
the different legal structures of a business.
October — 4/5, Rothesay; 22/23, Lochgilphead November — 6/7, 
Dunoon; 14/15, Oban; 21/28, Campbeltown

The “Practical Basic Book-keeping” workshop
Book-keeping is a core business skill, and, even if someone 
else does it for you, you still need to understand and value the 
process.
If you want to know the starting point for good record-keeping, 
this is the course for you. Those new to business and with little 
or no formal training in bookkeeping will particularly benefit.
October 18, Oban; 30, Inveraray November 29, Dunoon

Introduction to social media for your business
This workshop is aimed at people that are very new to or still 
sceptical about the idea of using social media for their business.
Course objectives:
• Provide delegates with a basic understanding of what social 

media is and what benefits there may be of using it for 
business

• Give delegates a chance to explore some of the basic 
technical aspects of well-known social media sites 
(Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter)

• Show delegates how to get the most out of using social 
media and how to deal with negative feedback

The workshop will explain the principles behind what social 
media is, how it works and why it is so popular. It will explain 
how the “process” of social media allows it to be used for a 
wide variety of business objectives. It will discuss and explain 
a number of the most popular social media sites including 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Blogger, etc.
October — 24, Campbeltown; 25, Dunoon November — 19, Oban; 
21, Inveraray

Improve your business website performance
Aimed at small businesses that already have a website, whether this 
was built by a professional website designer or homemade, who 
feel that their website isn’t producing the results that they expect, 
or needs refreshing. It is also suitable for people currently in the 
process of building or having a website built to make sure the end 
result is going to be successful. It is aimed at those with no 
technical web development skills but basic PC skills are required.
Course objectives:
• Provide delegates with a basic understanding of which factors 

are key to the success of a website
• Show delegates how these factors can be used to create a 

good design
• Give delegates examples of common mistakes made
• Provide delegates with a number of online sources that provide 

further good practice and advice
The course will discuss the 4 key success factors of website 
development: visibility, appearance, functionality and 
compatibility. It will cover issues including graphic design, layout, 
navigation, the online sales process, search engine optimisation, 
browser compatibility and site feedback.
October — 25, Dunoon November — 19, Oban; 21, Inveraray

Build your own business website
Aimed at small businesses looking to build their own business 
website. It is aimed at those with no technical web development 
skills or experience but basic PC skills are required. The course will 
include some very basic online trading.
Course objectives
• Introduce delegates to the basics of good website design
• Explain the various (online) tools available to build a website 

and how to choose the one best suited for the purpose
• Show delegates the kind of activities that are involved in 

building their own website using an online tool
Delegates will be introduced to the basic essentials of website 
design, how to make it findable as well as attractive and at 
the same time usable. The course will explain which tools are 
available and how to pick the one that would be best suited for 
the purpose. Delegates will learn a wide variety of skills using a 
simple online website building tool. These skills include working 
with text, images, colour and layout as well as managing pages 
(navigation) adding links and some simple functionality.
October — 23, Campbeltown; 26, Dunoon November — 20, Oban; 
22, Inveraray

HM Revenue and Customs
Becoming Self Employed
This FREE workshop is an introduction to becoming self-
employed and covers tax, National Insurance, VAT, record 
keeping and when to pay, partnerships and Online services.
The course aims to give you the knowledge to:
• register your self-employment
• setup and maintain business records
• know what National Insurance to pay
• know what expenses you can claim
• know which pages of your Self Assessment Tax Return you 

need to complete
October — 4, Lochgilphead

Would you like to know how to reduce your
tax bill?
Come along to this FREE workshop to find out how. This 
workshop is run by HM Revenue and Customs in partnership 
with Business Gateway and is aimed at the newly self-employed. 
It will cover:
• what your allowable business expenses are and how to work 

out your tax allowances
• how to recognise the most common types of allowable 

business expenses
• how to identify allowable and non allowable business expenses
• the different ways to work out your motoring expenses
• how to correctly work out capital allowances for cars, other 

vehicles and equipment using examples
• Where to find any further information and help you may need
• Self Assessment Online
November — 1, Oban; 9, Dunoon

Self Assessment for the Self Employed
This FREE course is organised and run by HM Revenue & Customs 
in partnership with Business Gateway. It is designed for sole 
traders and partnerships and will give instruction on how to 
complete a Self Assessment return. The course will cover the 
expenses and allowances you can claim, the deadline you need 
to meet, how to pay your tax and guidance on online submission 
of returns.
November — 27, Oban December — 4, Dunoon; 12, Inveraray

Places are limited so to find out more
or book your place please contact the
Business Gateway team
Tel: 01546 605459
Email: business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Business Gateway workshops in Argyll and Bute
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Alan Reid MP
Constituency Tour
Meet your local MP

Alan Reid MP will be in your 
area for his Constituency Tour 

on the following dates;
Wednesday 19th September 2012
Bridge of Orchy - 12noon - 12.30pm

Dalmally - 2.00pm - 2.30pm
Lochawe - 3.00pm - 3.30pm
Taynuilt - 4.00pm  - 4.30pm
Oban - 7.00pm - 8.00pm

(Kilmore & Oban Church Centre)
Thursday 20th September

Bunessan - 10.00am - 10.30am
Fionnphort - 11.00am - 11.30am

Iona - 12.15pm - 12.45pm
Tobermory - 6.00pm - 7.00pm

(Aros Hall)
Friday 21 September 2012
Dervaig - 9.30am - 10.00am
Salen - 10.45am - 11.15am

Craignure - 11.45am - 12.15pm
For an appointment please 

call 01369 704840

OT

HISTORY was made last 
Thursday as Crofting Com-
mission (CC) board members 
assembled in Tarbert for 

Inverness.
The gathering in the Harris 

be held ‘on the road’ under a 
new policy of talking the 
commission’s work out to 
remote communities across 
the Highland and Islands.

But even as they took their 
seats, commissioners came 

-
ference being held 20 miles 
up the A859 at Balallan.

Speaking at the ‘Recover-
ing from the Clearances’ 
event examining the history 
of the land struggle, resettle-
ment and community land 
ownership in the Hebrides, 
Stòras Uibhist chairman 
Angus MacMillan said: 
‘The Crofting Commission 
absentee initiative is pain-
fully slow in producing 
results and freeing up crofts 
for a younger generation.

 ‘It is fantastic that 350 
years after landowners began 
radically changing land use, 
the people of the Hebrides 
are now coming together 

Crofting Commission makes history

The new board of the Crofting Commission made history by meeting on the Isle of Harris

to discuss land ownership. 
However, the challenge we 
have to face is that since the 
Napier Commission in 1883, 
the population of the South 
Uist Estate area has halved 
from 6,000 to approximately 
3,000. But there are exciting 
opportunities for the crea-
tion of new crofts, especially 
under the 2010 Act, that 
will allow the devastating 
decline in our population to 

be reversed.’
Interim (CC) chairman 

Sandy Cross said coming to 
the Western Isles had been 
‘well worthwhile’. 

He said: ‘We made a com-
mitment very early on that, 
as a board, we would get out 
and engage with crofting 
communities as often as 
possible, to hear views on 

‘This visit has really 

brought home to us the is-
sues facing crofters in the 
Western Isles and the contri-
bution crofting can make to 
the future wellbeing of rural 
communities.’

In its business session, the 
board discussed common 
grazings regulations and the 
appointment of a new panel 
of assessors then heard from 
Bill Dundas, who runs the 
Scottish Government’s Croft 

House Grant Scheme.
In his overview, Mr Dundas 

said the scheme allocated the 
Western Isles a high priority. 
Discussion followed on the 
current take-up of grants 
and the planned review of 
the scheme.

Commissioners later met 
Community Land Scotland 
representatives and asses-
sors, before attending talks 
with local grazings clerks 
and landlords on regulation 
of common grazings, new 
reporting duties under the 
2010 Act, communication 
with the Commission and 
local crofting issues. 

On Friday, commissioners 
enjoyed visits to local croft-
ing community projects, 
hosted by members of the 
North Harris and West Har-
ris trusts. 

The itinerary included new 
housing at Ardhasaig and 
Horgabost and innovative 
recycling managed by the 
North Harris Trust. 

Mr Cross said: ‘As a board, 
our role is to do whatever we 
can to see the regulation of 
crofting aid developments 
such as the excellent exam-
ples seen here in Harris.’

New absentee initiative criticised as  ‘painfully slow’

a deadly muscle wasting disease 
helped raise funds towards his 
hoped-for cure - by pedalling 
from Glasgow to Edinburgh on 
a specially adapted bike.

Giorgio Berardelli, towed by 
his mum Elspeth, left Glasgow 
Green on Sunday morning in a 
28-strong Lochaber contingent 
in the freshnlo Pedal for Scotland 
2012.

The country’s biggest charity 
cycle event saw 8,500 take part 
and when Giorgio’s entourage, 
which included 12 children, rode 

was hardly a dry eye among 
waiting friends and supporters.  

The brave eight-year-old, 
from Achindaul, Spean Bridge, 
suffers from Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy (DMD), a progressive 
condition for which there is no 
betterment. 

But despite his health problems, 
Giorgio was determined to 
complete the trip.

Family friend Amy Fulford, 
who cycled the 47 miles with 
him, told The Oban Times: ‘For 
Giorgio to be out there for seven 
-and-a-half hours on the bike 

was amazing. He has quite low 
oxygen levels so it was quite an 
achievement for him.

‘He kept going and said ‘I can’t 
believe everybody likes me and 
they are all cheering me on!

‘Right at the end we all went in 
as one big group and got a great 
reception when we arrived.’

Amy, from Erracht near 
Gairlochy, said more donations 
were still coming in for Action 
Duchenne, a national charity 

disease.  
She said: ‘We still have a lot of 

sponsor forms around. There’s 
one in Lochaber High School, 
one in the hospital and we have a 
bucket in Spean Bridge shop.

‘I think when everything is 
added together we might make 
our target of £3,000. We’d just 
like to thank everybody who has 
sponsored us and our support 
crew.’

Giorgio’s Mum Elspeth said 
the family’s world ‘was turned 
upside down’ when he was 

diagnosed with DMD in 2008.  
She said: ‘With this new terrible 
diagnosis combined with his 
complex heart condition, we felt 
the future was pretty bleak.

‘However since then, 
largely due to the tenacity 
and enthusiasm of Giorgio 
himself we have managed to 
get ourselves back on track and 
feel it is very important to be 
proactive in fundraising and 
increasing awareness of this 
condition.

‘With only 100 boys being 
born with DMD in the UK every 
year it is not deemed important 

government funding so public 
fundraising is vital. 

‘Presently there are some 
very promising trials being 
undertaken, with large donations 
from Action Duchenne. It is 
important the momentum is 
maintained and that a cure can 
be found very soon. With your 
help, our boys who live with 
this, debilitating muscle wasting 
condition, can have a future.’

Anyone wishing to donate 
can visit www.justgiving.com/
giorgio-team-gb.

Wee fighter: Giorgio Berardelli, centre, pedalled all the way from Glasgow to Edinburgh – with a little help from his mum Elspeth.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Boy battles 
illness with 
pedal power
Brave Giorgio’s marathon effort helps 
raise funds towards hoped-for cure

Debate rages over £500,000 
Blar Mhor community cash

Lochaline silica sand mine re-opens 
LOCHALINE will celebrate 

local silica sand mine tomorrow 
afternoon (Friday).

Lochaline Quartz Sand Ltd 
(LQS), a joint venture between 
glass manufacturer NSG Group 
and Italian mining company 
Gruppo Minerale Maffei, cre-
ated 11 new jobs when it bought 
over the mine from previous 
owners Tarmac last year. 

The mine was mothballed in 

First snow of 
autumn on
Ben Nevis
THE FIRST snow of autumn 
has fallen at the top of Ben 
Nevis this week.

Weather reports said 
precipitation turned to snow 
above 2,700 ft on Tuesday, 
with snow showers expected to 
continue throughout the week.

The temperature was expected 
to dip below –2°C at the top of 
the 4,409-foot mountain.

Hydrogen-fuelled 
car trial
COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar has unveiled plans for two 
hydrogen-fuelled vehicles to be 
based in Stornoway.

The Comhairle is inviting 
tenders to supply the vehicles, 
which they plan to deploy for a 
two-year trial period.

The cars will be deployed for 
normal Comhairle operational 
duties and will refuel at the 
existing renewable hydrogen 
station, the H2seed Facility.

Farmed salmon 
seven-year high
FARMED salmon production 
hit its highest total for seven 
years in 2011, according to the 
Scottish Government.

Nationwide, 158,018 tonnes of 
Atlantic salmon was produced 
- an increase of 2.5 per cent on 

also show a rise in brown 
trout from 53 tonnes in 2010 
to 61 tonnes in 2011. How-
ever, rainbow trout production 
decreased by 10.1 per cent, with 
the number of people employed 
in the industry down by 11 to 
118.

2008 with the loss of 11 jobs.
Proven reserves of high qual-
ity, low-iron sand of around one 
million tonnes means at least 
a decade’s work – or possibly 
longer if further deposits verify.

The site is due to resume 
production imminently, with 
between 80,000 and 100,000 
tonnes shipped direct from Lo-
chaline by sea through Runcorn 
docks to the factory each year.

The mine’s renaissance has 

delighted the remote community 
of 400, now armed with new a 

-
ades of lob losses, depopulation 
and decline. Local dignitaries 
have been invited to celebrate 
the re-opening of the mine. An 
exhibition about the history of 
the site has been organised by 
Morvern Heritage Society.

The mine covers around 370 
acres and is accessed by around 
48kms of tunnels. 

ASSERTIONS that Highland 
Council can spend £500,000 

outside the £50m Fort William 
development for which it was 
earmarked appear to be in 
doubt.

Tesco pledged the funding 
after winning consent to build a 
new store on the Blar Mhor next 

to the A830 - on condition the 
money was used for community 
projects elsewhere on Miller 
Developments’ 107-acre site.

Those projects include a police/
ambulance HQ, a replacement 
Belford Hospital, a  ‘3G’ all 
weather pitch and a standalone 
Gaelic primary school.

However, after an acrimonious 

debate last Thursday, Highland 
Council overruled an earlier 
adult and children’s services 
(ACS) committee vote to defer 
a decision on the school site 
and instead agreed to build the 
£7m facility at Ardgour Road in 
Caol. That now leaves a question 
mark over where to put the new 
pitch, with the favoured option 
believed to be laying it over 
an existing surface at nearby 
Lochaber High School.

At a site visit to the Blar 
development on Tuesday, joint 
managing director of site owners 
Miller Developments, David 

had taken place with Highland 
Council in regard to using 

part fund a new sports pitch at 
Lochaber High School.

He told The Oban Times: ‘If 
they are going to put the playing 
pitch there I would not be averse 
to that at all. We did not go into 
detail, and that was all that 
was asked and that was all that 
was agreed.  The money is for 
community uses on the Blar. 
It is for the council to decide 
where the money can go. It does 

not have to be for the school, it 
could a feasibility study on the 
hospital, for example.’

Asked whether all the £500,000 
could be spent off-site, Mr 
Milloy said: ‘Tesco won’t want 
that and I won’t want that. 

‘The package related to 

Mhor and therefore is to be 
expended on the Blar Mhor.’

Allan Campbell, managing 
director of Oatridge Ltd, 
Miller’s joint venture partners, 
added: ‘From Tesco, Oatridge 
and Miller’s point of view that 
money is staying on site. It would 
be highly improper if the money 
was used externally off the 
Blar Mhor site. The Section 75 
consent is quite clear on that.’

That view appears to 
contradict ACS chairman 
Alasdair Christie’s assertion at 
last Thursday debate that the 
developer ‘has made clear’ the 

money ‘can be spent at the 
adjacent site at Lochaber High 
School’.

He stated: ‘It is not bound and 
tied in to the Blar at all - it can be 
used in another area.’

Site inspection: Donald Cameron of Lochiel with, from left, I 
and H Brown contracts manager David Blackwood, Oatridge Ltd 

managing director Allan Campbell, Miller Developments joint 
managing director David Milloy and local grazings committee 
chairman Donald Campbell at the Blar Mhor development on 

Tuesday. 20_f37blar01

School music 
tuition costs
£1.1m a year
HIGHLAND Council has said 
despite charging for music 
tuition in school, the service 
costs them £1.1 million each 
year.

The annual charge per 
pupil for this school year is 
£252, which gives the council 
a £453,000. The cost of 
providing the service is £1.6 
million, which mainly goes to 
instructors’ wages.

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

THE SCOTCH Whisky 
industry is on course to meet 
ambitious environmental 
targets, from use of non-
fossil fuel to waste manage-
ment, according to a report 
published this week.

The Scotch Whisky 
Industry Environmental 
Strategy Report 2012 pro-
vides an update on progress 
towards reaching the strat-
egy targets set for 2020 and 
2050. Launched in 2009, it is 
the most comprehensive in-
dustry-wide environmental 
strategy in Scotland.

The report from the Scotch 
Whisky Association (SWA) 
reveals that energy sourced 
from non-fossil fuel has 
doubled to six per cent since 
the last report was published 
in 2010. 

A series of large invest-
ments by distilleries has 
assisted the move to renew-
able energy. Since 2008, 
more than £160 million has 
been invested in renew-

Industry celebrates move towards ‘greener’ whisky

industry sites, including 
large-scale anaerobic diges-
tion, biomass and renewable 
combined heat and power. 
Whisky companies are now 
the biggest investors in re-
newable energy in Scotland 
outside the utilities sector.

One example of a 
renewables project is the 
£60.5 million biomass/feeds 
combined heat and power 
plant under construction 
in Rothes, Speyside. It will 
use distillery by-products to 
generate enough electricity 
to power all the houses in 
Elgin, produce animal feed 

and drastically cut carbon 
emissions.  Helius CoRDe 
Ltd – a consortium including 
whisky producers - is behind 
the scheme.

As well as investing in the 
use of by-products to create 
energy, the industry remains 
committed to the supply of 
high-quality animal feed.

Progress has also been 
made on reaching the 
commitment of sending no 

by 2020, with a cut from 17 
per cent to seven per cent as 
a result of changes already 
made to the handling of 

waste at bottling halls.
Julie Hesketh-Laird, 

director of operational and 
technical affairs at the SWA, 
said: ‘The Scotch Whisky 
industry has always had 
strong green credentials. 
Progress in reaching our 
stretching environmental 
targets is evidence of the 
industry’s ongoing com-
mitment which is supported 
by the considerable capital 
investment in sustainability 
projects. These are still early 
days of a 40-year plus pro-
gramme and the industry is 
making good steps towards 
its goals.

’We’re delighted at the 
level of innovation shown by 
the industry, from pioneer-
ing light-weight bottles to 
vast renewables schemes, by 
Scotch Whisky producers of 
all sizes. 

‘We realise more work re-
mains to be done, but we’re 

our aims. A number of major 
capital investments have 

been announced recently 
and the industry is working 
closely with the supply 

However, we also need sup-
port from governments in a 
number of areas, including 
planning, incentives to 
switch to renewables and a 

policy framework.’
Andy Rosie, head of opera-

tions - north, at the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA), said: ‘SEPA 
is delighted to acknowledge 
the continuing progress 
made by the Scotch Whisky 
industry in pursuing their 
Environmental Strategy.  

‘This is an excellent ex-
ample of an industry going 
beyond strict compliance 
with Scottish regulations and 
setting challenging targets 
for itself; thereby demon-
strating real leadership in 
reducing their environmental 
foot-print because they have 
a strong conviction that it is 
the right thing to do.

Julie Hesketh-Laird, director of operational and technical 
affairs at the Scotch Whisky Association
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

CHÒRD E gu  mòr rium a bhith ann am Bail’ Ailein ann an 
Leòdhas air an t-seachdain seo chaidh aig co-labhairt a bha a’ 
beachdachadh air buaidh nam fuadaichean. 

A bharrachd air a bhith cuimhneachadh air brùidealachd a 
chaidh a dhèanamh air daoine bochda, bhathas cuideachd a’ 
faighneachd am bheil ùine agus adhartas air na h-euchdan a 
leigheas? 

Mar chuideigin a rugadh ’s a thogadh ann an sgìre 
Ghleanndail san Eilean Sgitheanach, bha e do-dhèanta 
dhòmhsa gun a bhith mothachail air fuadaichean agus gu 
sònraichte an fheadhainn a ghabh àite san sgìre agam fhìn bho 
mheadhan an naodhamh linn deug suas gu mu 1882 nuair a 
dh’èirich na croitearan an aghaidh riaghladh na h-oighreachd 
agus a’ bhàillidh. Bha an dìol a bh’ orra agus mar a bha 
iad air an cròthadh am measg a-chèile air na daoine a chur 
nan èiginn. Cha robh de thalamh aca na  leigeadh leotha an 
cuid theaghlaichean a chumail beò agus a dh’aindeoin eagal 
bàirligeadh agus fuadach, sheas iad còmhla mar mheur Land 
League Ghleanndail. 

Chan eil teagamh nach robh tomhas de bhurraidheachd 
agus maoidheadh ga chleachdadh gus daoine a chumail dìleas 
dhan iomairt! Tha an sgeulachd ro fhada a h-innse an seo ach 
fòghnaidh e a radh gun do bhuannaich na Dalaich agus fhuair 
iad an tèarainteachd a bha iad a’ sireadh agus ghabh iad an 
cothrom ann an 1904 an cuid fearann a cheannach. 

Am measg gach ceist inntinneach eile air an robhas a’ 
beachdachadh, bha mise a’ cnuasachd an dìleab saorsa 
a dh’fhàg ceatharnaich an Land League againn ann an 
Gleanndail agus ciamar a tha sin a’ fàgail a’ Ghlinne an-diugh.  
Tha mi fhìn den bheachd nach eil an sgìre dad nas miosa na 
iomadh sgìre croitearachd eile, ach tha an t-saorsa a th’ aig na 
daoine an cuid thaighean is talamh a reic mar a thogras iad air 
buaidh mhòr a thoirt air dualchas an àite. Chan eil Oighreachd 
Ghleanndail air chor sam bith gun mheang, ach tha mòran a 
ghabhas ionnsachadh bhuaipe.

Feasgar Diardaoin, chunnacas an dealbh-chluich ùr ‘We 
have won the Land!’ air a bhonntachadh air mar a tha 
coimhearsnachdan thall ’s a-bhos an-diugh a’ faotainn sealbh 
air an cuid fearann fhèin. B’ e seo a’ chiad sealladh den 
dealbh-chluich agus bha an luchd-amhairc uasal às na chunnaic 
’s na chual’ iad bho chluicheadairean a nochd na dùbhlain, agus 
an spòrs, a thig à coimhearsnachd a’ feuchainn ri obrachadh 
còmhla. Tha an dealbh-chluich air chuairt a-nise agus ma 
gheibh sibh an cothrom idir, rachaibh ga faicinn! 

LAST week’s conference at Balallan entitled ‘recovering from 

ownership is still an issue.  

recent years and this is eloquently and cleverly dramatised in 
the new theatre production ‘We have won the Land’. 

Premiered at Balallan last week, it is now on tour, and I 
commend the entertainment and education to you!
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Author’s visit
AMONG the most recent visitors to Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle was the Lewis author 
and journalist Donald S Murray. 

He discussed his book ‘The Guga Hunt-
ers’ which tells the story of the annual 
pilgrimage made by the men of Ness to the 
rocky outcrop of Sulasgeir to harvest the 
guga, the Gaelic name for the young of the 
solan goose.

Donald’s book colours the lives of the 
hardy guga hunters and captures the 
humour and drama of their exploits as they 
continue an ancient tradition. It highlights 
the risks and dangers in their perilous hunt 
on a barren rock 20 miles from their island 
homes and provides a fascinating insight 
into the social history of the Ness district 
of Lewis and into the culture and way of 
life that lies behind the world of the guga 
hunters.

The book also reveals the timeless nature 
of the hunt, now much frowned on by 
some modern day conservationists, and 
the hunt’s close connection to the tradi-
tions of other North Atlantic countries.

The author happens to be a man of 
Ness and his prose and poetry have been 
shortlisted for the Saltire Award and the 
Calum MacDonald Memorial Prize. He 
also is a frequent broadcaster on BBC 
Radio 4 and Radio Scotland and currently 
lives and works in the Shetland Isles.

Walk on
THE ‘STEPPING it out’ members of 
the Timebank section of Islay, Jura and 

Colonsay Council of Voluntary Service 
held their inaugural walk on August 28 
from the cemetery at Kilnaughton to the 
Carraig Fhada lighthouse. 

This was a gentle stroll in warm autumn 
sunshine and no records were broken. It 
was informative, however, as the walkers 
shared stories and memories of this 
attractive area of the island.

Timebank’s latest outing saw members 
visiting the Museum of Islay Life at Port 
Charlotte and soaking up snippets from 
the island’s rich historic treasure chest. 
They also wallowed in nostalgia as they 
viewed a selection from the museum’s 
extensive collection of old photographs.

Jazz festival
THE LAGAVULIN Distillery-sponsored 
Islay Jazz Festival kicks off tomorrow, 
Friday September 14, and sees well known 
names from this musical genre appearing 
at a variety of island venues. 

Tomorrow evening the Neil Cowley 
Trio and the Frederick Kronkvist Quartet 
will appear at Lagavulin Distillery, Mario 
Caribe, with special guest Miriam Aide, 
will be at Bruichladdich Hall, and the 
Jansen Interceptors will please the crowds 
at Bowmore along with 95 Proof featuring 
local musicians Sheena Swanson, vocals,  
and Brian Palmer, drums.

Lagavulin will also be the setting for 
the Lorna Reid Jazz Café on Saturday, 
the Martin Sjostedt Trio will be at the 
RSPB Centre at Aoradh and Laura 
MacDonald and Kevin Mackenzie, along 
with saxophonist Konrad Wiszniewski and 

vibraphone player Pascal Schumacher, will 
strut their stuff at Islay House.

Appearing at Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 
will be Keith Nichols and Brian Kellock as 
well as the Neil Cowley Trio.

Solo Scottish guitarist Graeme Stephen  
will be strumming at Laphroaig Distillery,  
the Lorna Reid Quartet will toast the jazz 
divas at Bruichladdich and Bowmore Hall 
will mount the James Brown Experience, 
a tribute to the godfather of soul, led by 
vocalist Tony King.

Sunday’s attractions include Michael 
Buckley, Mario Caribe and the Snorr 
Kirk Trio at the Outback Gallery at 
Sanaigmhor, the Colin Steele Quintet 
at Bruichladdich and Brian Kellock 
musically recalling Duke Ellington at the 
Rhinns Hall in Portnahaven.

Long service
BOWMORE resident John Rountree has 
completed 32 years’ service as a farm 
worker at Island Farm on the outskirts of 
Bowmore. 

The farm is operated by John’s uncle Iain 
McKerrell, a member of a local farming 
dynasty.

John’s faithful service and dedication 
have been recognised by the Royal 
Agricultural Society which has presented 

medal marking his contribution to farm 
service on the island. 

Well done John.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone: 01496 
810658.

  This week’s flashback photograph features Princess Margaret during a visit to the Manor House, Oban, in August 1984. The princess 
is being greeted by manager Colin McNair, left, and owner Ian Shaw. The Oban Times welcomes submitted prints and images of a 

bygone era for pubishing. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing 
their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Princess visits Manor House, Oban

All road users must 
stick to the rules
Sir,
I would like to help reduce the 
threat from cyclists to the life of 
your anonymous correspondent, 
September 6. 

Observing the Highway 
Code’s Rule 126 to ‘drive at a 
speed that will allow you to stop 
well within the distance you can 
see to be clear’ might eliminate 
having ‘to slam on the brakes’ 
when unexpected obstacles are 
encountered in the road.

As for cycling on the footpath 
between Oban and Dunbeg, that 
is forbidden by Highway Code 
rule 64: ‘You must not cycle on 
a pavement’ unless that path has 
been designated as a cycle lane. 

That would be a good idea 
in my view, although the cycle 
route from Ganavan is more 
attractive.

Much more urgent is the need 
for a safe cycling alternative 
between Dunbeg and Connel to 
the A85 which is not wide and 

Until that is achieved, I urge 
all road users to stick to the rules 
and keep us all safer.
Derek Wilkinson, Connel.

Cyclists get a     
poor deal
Sir,
In response to the anonymous 
letter ‘Keep cyclists off the road’, 
The Oban Times September 6, I 
would like to make the following 
points.

The incomplete Sustrans cycle 

but certainly not for commuting 
cyclists or cyclists needing to get 
from A to B in reasonable time.

If only all the route was like 
the mile-and-a-half north of 
Benderloch, adjacent to the 
road. Even then twists and 
turns only serve to slow cyclists 
down.

Footpaths are in many cases 
littered with broken surfaces, 
potholes and dropped kerbs.

The roads are often dangerous, 
not because of vehicles, most 

of which are driven with due 
consideration, but because 
of the appalling state of the 
road edges and surfaces. Even 
recently renewed surfaces suffer 
from drain covers which are far 

and are as bad as potholes for 
cyclists.

Cyclists get a poor deal. Much 
more could, and should, be done 
to improve road surfaces and 
edges in order to make cycling 
safer. Cycling is, when all’s said 
and done, pollution free.
John Roberts, Kinlochleven.

BID4Oban support
Sir,
It is a rare thing for politicians to 
agree in public but we wanted to 
write to express our support for 
the BID4Oban proposals.

The Business Improvement 
Districts that have already been 
developed in Scotland have 
made sound economic sense and 
impact for communities.

The BID offers an opportunity 
for business to work hand in 
hand with partner agencies, 
including the council, to deliver 

The business plan for 
BID4Oban is a comprehensive 
document that shows that with 
minimal investment, in some 
cases equivalent to the price 
of a cup of coffee a day, our 

that businesses of Oban will 
seize this opportunity to make a 
difference.
Michael Russell MSP, Alan 
Reid MP and Jamie McGrigor 
MSP. 

Peat bog sinking 
amenity plans
Sir,
The news that Fort William’s 
new Gaelic primary school will 
not be built on Blar Mor is more 
proof that the community was 
not well served when planning 
permission was granted for the 
new Tesco superstore on the 
site.

An ancient peat bog should 
never have been considered 

an appropriate site for such 
a development, both for 
environmental and economic 
reasons. Tesco should have been 
told to look elsewhere. 

However, the deal was sold to 
the community as a means to 
gain facilities – the all-weather 
pitch, a Gaelic primary school, a 
new hospital, police station and 
rescue helicopter pad. 

One-by-one these amenities 
have fallen by the wayside 
– largely because of the 
prohibitive cost of building on 
a three-metre-deep peat bog. 
This leaves us now with the only 

and the police station.
Why were these costs not 

taken into account at the start? 
Tesco was only given planning 
permission as part of a package 
including community facilities. 

We have now lost a valuable 
environmental feature in 
Lochaber and may also see our 
existing shops being put out 
of business by Tesco, with the 
inevitable damage to the town 
centre and loss of jobs. And what 
will we have gained?
Name and address supplied. 

Island economy    
at risk 
Sir,
I am concerned about the impact 
of UK and Scottish parliament 
legislation on the area I 
represent. 

Our MP Alan Reid is a member 
of a Westminster Government 
that has voted for the retention 
of the Crown Estates rights over 
our land and seabed as well as a 
2.5 per cent increase in VAT. 

The VAT increase is a tax that 
has an incrementally negative 
impact on the lowest income 
families and in the case of our 
islands is in effect a tax escalator 
on the already high basic price of 
goods due to transportation cost, 
for example a litre of fuel in Coll 
and Tiree is £1.77 as opposed to 
£1.37 in Oban and the majority 
of that cost is tax. 

Our MSP Michael Russell 
is a minister in the Scottish 

the press is considering de-
bundling our ferry services with 

sold off separately. 
If this proposal comes to 

fruition it could arguably result 
in my constituents in Coll and 
Tiree being left with a rump of 
a service. 

The current holistic service 
has the capacity to interchange 
ferries on routes when a vessel 
servicing a particular route 
needs to be taken out of service 
for repair. A de-bundling of 
the service could result in that 
resilience of service capacity 
being removed. The economy of 
our islands is fragile and changes 
such as to the VAT rate and the 
proposed change to the ferry 
service have a higher impact 
than they do on the mainland. 

I would ask our MP and MSP 
to bear that in mind in their 
deliberations with their cabinet 
colleagues.
Fred Hall, Councillor Ward 4 
Oban South and the Isles. 

Is there anyone 
out there?
Sir,
I suggest ALIenergy changes 
its name to ALIENenergy as it
has so far proved impossible to 
make contact with aliens.

I attempted to get in touch 
with ALIenergy on behalf of 
a friend who’d tried time and 
again to contact them, without 
success. First I phoned: no reply
and no answering machine

Albany Street only to be faced 
by a notice to report to the 
Municipal Buildings. I went 
there and the embarrassment 
of the staff there was glaringly
obvious as they could not contact 
anyone either and I left feeling that
I’d have more success nailing 
jelly to the wall than contacting
ALIenergy. 

They do not answer calls to 

advertise themselves as provid-

back to building my radio....
Is there anyone out there?
Avril Lamont.

Glasgow Islay 
Association civic 
reception
IT IS unlikely Archibald 
Sinclair and his fellow 
Ileachs would have thought 
that 150 years on from their 

Hotel on Stockwell Street, 
the association which was 
formed on that night would 
be honoured with a civic 
reception on Friday September 
7 2012 in Glasgow City 
Chambers. 

It was a wonderful occasion 
in the beautiful setting of 
the Grand Hall with Baillie 
Docherty, deputising for 
Lord Provost Sadie Docherty, 
welcoming guests in her 
absence. Baillie Docherty 
spoke of the contribution 
made by the Ileachs and 
fellow Highlanders to the 
great city of Glasgow over 
the years. He suggested 
that coming from a rural 

living conditions and much 
poverty, it must have been 

life where much, including 
the language spoken, was 
different from their homeland.  

It was, of course, from such 
beginnings that the territorial 
organisations were formed 
in the city and while the 
city is much changed, the 
associations still have the 
same aims. 

President Malcolm 
Campbell, a native of 
Bowmore, replied and thanked 
the City Council and the 
Lord Provost for hosting the 
event. He also thanked his 
committee members who 
had worked tirelessly and 
had supported Past President 
Robert MacKenzie who had 
been responsible for co-
ordinating arrangements for 
all the birthday celebrations. 
Like Baillie Docherty, 
Malcolm spoke of the huge 
part the Ileachs had played 
in Glasgow’s history and 
hoped that the work of the 
association, which has had 27 
presidents since its formation, 
would continue in the future.  

It was appropriate, given the 
venue, that Malcolm should 
make special mention of the 
late Robert Forrest who for 
many years was a well-loved 
employee within the City 
Chambers and he was also 
pleased to have association 
patrons Lord Robertson of 
Port Ellen and Sir William 
Stewart, with their wives 
Sandra and Elizabeth, join 
them for the occasion. 

At the close of his speech he 
made a donation, on behalf of 
the association, to the Lord 
Provost’s Children’s Fund and 
then prior to the serving of 
the meal Roy Cameron, Past 
President, said Grace.  

As expected, in the City 
Chambers, both the meal and 
the service were excellent 
and then it was up to Kirsteen 
Grant and her husband Iain, 
both Mod Gold Medallists, to 

entertain the crowd. This they 
did in brilliant fashion with a 
mix of Islay songs and humour 
reminiscent of ‘Scotland the 
What’ in their prime. 

At the end of the formal 
proceedings, association 
secretary Dr Liz Campbell 
proposed the vote of 
thanks then it was time to 
catch up with friends and 
acquaintances.

Ceol’s Craic
THE FIRST meeting will take 
place this coming Saturday in 
the Centre for Contemporary 
Arts (CCA), Sauchiehall 
Street, starting at 6.30pm with 
Gaelic conversation.

The main feature of the 
evening will be ‘Angus the 
Weaver’. 

Ceilidh cancelled
THE CEILIDH organised by 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association for tomorrow 
evening (Friday) has been 
cancelled.

Highlander’s Club
IT HAS
that dances organised by 
the Highlander’s Club will 
continue to be held at Partick 

2012-2013 session taking place 
on Saturday September 14 
with Donnie and Diane’s Band 
from 8pm to 11.30pm.

Diary dates
Thursday September 13:
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, David 
Francey. Brunton Theatre, 
Musselburgh, 7.30pm, 
Dannsa. Comunn an Taobh-an 
- Iar, Ceilidh, Ellangowan 
Social Club, Douglas Street, 
Milngavie, 7.30pm.
Friday September 14:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Opening Ceilidh, Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.  
Saturday September 14:
Highlander’s Club - see above. 
Cumbernauld Theatre, 7.45pm 
- Dannsa.
Wednesday September 
19: Gaelic Quiz, Park Bar, 
7.30pm.
Thursday September 20:  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Hans 
Theesink. Paisley Arts Centre, 
7.30pm, Dannsa.
Friday September 21: Van 
Morrison, Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, 8pm.
Saturday September 22:
Phil Cunningham and Aly 
Bain, Ayr Town Hall, 7.30pm.  
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm 
Dannsa. Ceol’s Craic, CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street - see above.

Pub scene
TRAIL West will be playing 
in the Park Bar on Saturday 
and Sunday this weekend with 
Gunna Sound playing there on 
Friday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Black Velvet on Friday and 
Penny Dogs on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

in the pipeline as government aims to reduce the burden on the 
Department of Work and Pensions.

this country has ever seen’ supporters point to the ideal of having 

While the ideals of the proposals are easily understandable, the 
method of achieving that ideal appears to ease the burden for 
administrators by increasing pressure on the most vulnerable.

The new system, which aims to replace Jobseeker’s Allowance, 
tax credits, income support, employment and support allowance 

note that 8.5 million people have never used the internet and a 
further 14.5 million have no, or little, IT skills - with payments 

highlight that the elderly or/and less well-off, who are surely the 

via their local library and collect their monthly payment at their 

to anyone in a remotely rural location in today’s Scotland.

Universal benefit system too simplistic
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THE JURY trial of three men accused 
of violently attacking and permanently 

High Street was postponed on Monday to 
give defence lawyers more time to prepare.

The case against Kris Divers, 22, Stephen 

but was in doubt because of concerns over 
sheriff availability.

The trial was to go ahead against Divers and 

after he failed to appear when the case last 

his lawyers asked for time to prepare his 

Divers, of 32 Netherwood Road, 
Motherwell, McElroy, of 54 Hamilton 

fourth man, Ryan Black, and a woman, 

melee on Ainslie Lane on July 29 2011.

a threatening and abusive manner in the 

abusive comments to a woman, and refusing 

Ainslie Lane.

SLEAT residents dug deep to support their local 
hospital at the annual ‘charity café’ in Ardvasar 
Hall on Saturday.

MacKinnon Memorial Hospital, raised a total 

Duisdale, said the cash would help fund essential 
equipment to help recovering or terminally ill 
patients at home. 

According to Mr Robertson, orthopaedic beds, 
support pillows and mattresses are among the 
items in great demand and NHS budgets alone 
cannot meet the cost. 

Delighted
He told The Oban Times: ‘There is a constant, 

immediate and varying need for all these types 
of equipment and we are delighted to be able to 
support this through the wonderful generosity of 
the local community.

work undertaken by the doctors and nurses. 
‘Three or four orthopaedic beds may be needed 

at any one time within a fairly small section of 

‘They don’t come cheap but they are very 
necessary.’

musical interludes on the day.

-

new homes in the foreseeable 
future because of tough condi-
tions being imposed by lenders 
and cuts in government grants, 
its annual general meeting heard 

Recently completed develop-
ments at Achariach and Dun 

-
side have added 42 new rental 
and 11 shared equity homes to 

while the old school at Acharacle 
is now a rented property.

But in a stark message to 
members, LHA chairperson 

lending conditions were ‘bedev-
illing’ the association’s efforts, 
while Scottish government 
grants per home built had halved 

-
ary of this year the association’s 

unavoidable decision to build no 

Take home 
drug overdose 
treatment
NHS HIGHLAND will be the 

to offer drug users and their 
families a take home treatment 
designed to cut deaths from 
heroin overdoses.

but can now be simply sprayed 
up a nostril.

nurse specialist Lisa Ross said 

‘potentially a life saved’.
She said: ‘The programme 

provides training on overdose 
prevention, intervention and the 

the event of an opiate overdose 
to those at risk, their friends and 
family members and to staff 
working with those at risk.’

The new regime will start 
later this month.

Graffiti vandals 
strike in Benbecula
appealing for information after 

properties over the weekend.
Two garages at Tindall 

painted sometime between 

on Saturday. The wall of a 
shelter in Balivanch Hall was 
also spray painted sometime 

10.50am on Saturday.
Police believe the incidents are 

linked.
Anyone with information 

should call Stornoway Police on 

A YOUNG otter has been 
successfully released back into 
the wilds of her native Ireland 
after spending a year on Skye.

Shannon was a two month-old 
orphan when a Donegal family 
found her and alerted their local 

None of the Irish rehabilitators 
were rearing otter cubs 
so an SOS went out to the 
Broadford-based International 

was caring for another otter of 
Shannon’s age.

Otter cubs have a better 
chance of recovery and 
reintegration into the wild if 

residents why the works were 
being undertaken, when they 
would take place and how they 

Lochaber.

widening the single lane section 
at Pulpit Rock on Loch Lomond-

and the Tarbet to Inverarnan 
upgrade.

Plans for getting around prob-

Rest and Be Thankful road were 
also on display.

TS senior transport planner 
The Oban 

Times the drop in day had been 
well attended by locals.

Sturgeon’s planned visit to 
west Lochaber on Monday was 
cancelled after she moved from 
her position of health secretary.

Scottish Government cabinet re-

area himself in the near future.
In a letter to Sunart, Acharacle 

-
munity councils, Mr Neil said: ‘It 
is with regret that I am writing to 
advise that the ministerial visit 
to Ardnamurchan scheduled for 
Monday September 10 is being 
postponed.

‘I appreciate that plans for a 
visit by Nicola Sturgeon had 
been underway for some time 
but I am sure you will understand 
the changed circumstances.

Postponement
‘I am sorry for any inconven-

ience caused and please reassure 
members of your council and 
the wider community that this 

forward to visiting the com-
munity when new arrangements 
can be made and at the earliest 
opportunity.’

A number of healthcare issues 
have affected the area in the past 

in Acharacle left their positions 
last week, with locum cover cur-
rently in place.

with community council repre-
sentatives last week to discuss 
the future of Acharacle GP 
surgery. 

A new model which would 
merge the Mallaig and Acharacle 
practices, with four GPs work-
ing from each was proposed and 
given a cautious welcome by 
local residents.

Di Alexander, left, chairperson of Lochaber Housing Association, 
briefed Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander on the 

local housing crisis. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Story? Call the newdesk on 01397 703003

Detailed A82    
upgrade  
plans on show

Transport Scotland’s Stuart Wilson, right, explains some of the planned works to local Councillor Andrew Baxter. 20_f37transport01

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

He said: ‘It’s been going well 
and we’re pleased with the turn-
out. The public have had a lot of 
questions and I think that under-
lines the importance the road 
has to the local community.’

-

construction will mostly take 

road meaning road closures 
should be avoided.

been in place for more than 30 
years, is due to start in spring 
2013.

A viaduct will be created, 
meaning the section of road will 
be completely closed for a 

year.
The bypass and the Pulpit Rock 

months.

-

with landslides at The Rest and 
Be Thankful in recent years.

To avoid both routes beiing 
closed at the same time, a £1.5 
million emergency diversion 
route below the landslide site 

The design of the £200 million 
Tarbet to Inverarnan upgrade 

surveys taking place between 
2013 and 2015.

more houses in Lochaber for the 
foreseeable future, that is until 
such funding restrictions can be 

the funding dilemma with the 
key politicians in the hope that 
government can get the banks 

continue to champion the cause 
of inadequately housed people 
in Lochaber and to work in 
close partnership with Highland 

-
sociations and stakeholders to 
try and secure as many new and 
affordable housing opportuni-
ties for Lochaber as the present 
‘system’ is capable of delivering 
in these testing times.’

Secretary to the Treasury, was 
principal guest and speaker at 

policy to offer government guar-
antees of up to £10 billion to sup-
port the building of new homes 
by housing associations could be 
taken up by the Scottish govern-
ment and rolled out to housing 
associations north of the border. 

recognised the importance of 
housing associations such as 
LHA to economic recovery. He 

in his guarantee scheme and we 
wait with interest to see whether 
this is something that could be 
rolled out in Scotland.’

The AGM also heard of the 
continued success of LHA’s 
subsidiary companies Lochaber 

Housing Association Property 
Services. LHAPS has created 

generated more than £250,000 
of surpluses for reinvestment by 
the association. 

Housing association’s stark 
message to annual meeting

Paws for thought: Shannon, at Broadford aged three months, is 
back in the wilds of her native Ireland.

raised with other young otters.
The Irish orphan was brought 

months being reared with
the other youngster until she 
was old enough to fend for 
herself. Before she was released 
in Glenveagh National park, a 

sprayed onto Shannon’s back 

she settles in well and socialises 
with other otters. 

said: ‘It is great that Shannon 
is now back in her Irish home, 

like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who was involved in 
this successful release.’

Young otter orphan 
back home in Ireland 
after Skye recovery

Indian visitors end  
Lochaber trip

Healthcare 
meeting 
shelved 

Newsdesk
01397 703003

Sleat residents dig deep at café for hospital

Defence laywers given 
more time to prepare

A GROUP of visitors from 
India completed their four-day 
visit to Lochaber today as part 
of a month long study trip to 
Scotland.

to the area by Lochaber Rotary 

Lochaber Provost Allan Hend-
erson.

The group includes a pharma-
cist, an architect, a publisher, 

organic chemistry at an engi-
neering college run by Rotary 
International.

The team wanted to see local 
practice in their diverse employ-
ment activities and their visit 

Car boot sale
Shopmobility Lochaber is 

October 14.
Spaces for anyone wanting a 

stall are limited. To book call 

Lochaber High School close 

and proved popular amongst 
teenagers with intermediate to 
advanced abilities in traditional 
music.

The event will be held on 

clàrsach, guitar, piping, Gaelic 
singing, keyboard, accordion 
and step-dance.

The Gaelic media class 
will again give participants 

Jordan, Ewen Henderson, 
Ingrid Henderson and Murdo 

contact Maria MacInnes on 

feisean.org.

Ullapool High 
School pupils and 
top chef serve      
up a winner
organised by Ullapool High 
School pupils raised £1,200 for 

Research UK.

three-course meal served by 
23 youngsters at the Macphail 

the Inver Lodge Hotel in 
Lochinver worked with the 
pupils over several sessions 
culminating in the charity 
event.

The food, which included 
slow-cooked Highland lamb, 
went down well with the patrons 
and despite the initial nerves, all 
the pupils looked as if they were 

diners said it should become a 
monthly event.

Head teacher Peter Harrison 
said: ‘Such an event took a great 
deal of organising and Ullapool 
High School would like to thank 

their help and enthusiasm for 

Memorial at Spean Bridge and 
country dancing at Kilmallie.

Team leader Himal Pandya 

to learning about the culture of 
Lochaber and Scotland as well 
as learning in-depth about our 
vocations.’

Rotary President-Elect An-
drew Bootman said: ‘It is an 
honour to welcome these good 
people from India and we hope 
our packed four day programme, 
with its wide ranging vocational 

businesses and careers.’

Chef Albert Roux OBE with 
pupils from Ullapool High 

School. f37ulla01

Popular

to high 
school
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ISLE of Luing Community Trust has 
received a further £72,256 to be put towards 
the cost of its Atlantic Islands Centre 
project.

The money came from the Scottish 
Government’s Climate Challenge Fund to 

low carbon footprint and low maintenance 
community building. Energy savings will 
be made by using local slate for cladding 
and effective insulation. 

The centre will also enable the delivery of 
local community based services, promoting 

community.
Trust members say with services being 
provided locally, there will also be less 
reliance on car journeys resulting in a 
further decrease in CO2 emissions.
This grant is in addition to the £754,910 
already awarded by the Big Lottery Fund to 
build and staff the centre and the £15,000 
awarded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig for Gaelic 
signs and interpretation.

The trust has also raised more than £5,000 
so far from donations, fund-raising events 
and buy a slate contributions from residents 
and visitors.

LUING

TYNDRUM
THE FIRE station held its annual 
fundraiser on Saturday September 1, at the 
Green Welly Stop car park.

The event raised £350 for Tyndrum 
children’s Christmas party fund and £200 

like to thank the Green Welly for its support 
and everyone for its generous contributions.

TWO FORT William 

local primary schools tennis 
championships unbeaten.

Ryan Boyle from Bana-
vie Primary and Lochyside’s 
Siobhan Chambers were given 
a new racquet each for their 
achievements at Lochaber High 
School.

The tournament was 
organised by David Gibson 
of Tennis Scotland and High 
Life Highland’s Active Schools 
co-ordinator Bridget Thomas, 
and attracted more than 100 

schools. Each school entered 
their best two boys and girls 
into the competition, while the 
others were split into teams and 
took part in a skills challenge 
to test their accuracy with 
forehand, backhand, net volleys 
and service shots. 

IVAN Drever returns to 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall 
tonight (Thursday), a venue the 
singer himself looks forward to 
playing.

Organiser Campbell Cameron 
said: ‘If you were at Ivan’s 
concert last summer you will 

is. And remember Ivan’s quote, 
‘The Benderloch audience 
is the best at backing vocals 
and harmonies on my track 
Rowantree.’

THIS year’s fundraising day at 
Amhuinnsuidhe Castle on Lewis will 
donate money raised on the day to RNLI
Leverburgh Lifeboat Station.

The event will be held on the castle green 
on Saturday September 22, with an array of 
stalls including local crafts, home-baking, 
tombola, children’s games and a bouncy 
castle, as well as tea, coffee and home 
baking.

The Leverburgh lifeboat, RNLI The Royal 
Thames and the Coastguard helicopter will 
be at the event, call-outs permitting.

LEWIS

FORT WILLIAM

BENDERLOCH
Summer holidays didn’t stop primary school pupils from Oban keeping up their reading, with 

more than 50 children presented with medals and certificates for completing this summer’s Story 
Lab challenge. More than three quarters of the pupils registered at Oban’s Library kept up with 

their reading – more than the Scottish average. Some of the pupils who completed the Story Lab 
challenge, sponsored by Tesco, are pictured with their certificates and medals. 15_t35storylab1

MORAR Community Council 

summer recess on Monday 
September 3.

MORAR

Newsdesks
01631 568000
01397 703003

Three former Kyleakin 
Primary School pupils 

have been awarded 
certificates for their 

hard work on the 
school’s rockery 

project.
Danny Russell, Martin 

MacRae and Lewis 
Collins, who started 
at high school two 
weeks ago, will be 

given Dynamic Youth 
Award certificates 
by Youth Scotland. 
Their work on the 

rockery was assessed 
by the SQA and the 
certificates will be 

given to them at the 
high school.

Youngsters complete Story Lab challenge

KYLEAKIN

The new primary ones at St Columba’s Primary School. 16_t35stcol01

Above: The new pupils in the 
Gaelic medium unit in Oban’s 

Rockfield Primary School. 
16_t35rock01

P1A are all smiles at Rockfield Primary School. 16_t35rock02

The new P1B class at Rockfield Primary School. 16_t35rock03

Rockfield Primary School’s new entrants in P2/1. 16_t35rock04

Sam Havler is the only new 
pupil at Lochdonhead Primary 

School. 
Happy smiles from the new primary one pupils at Plockton 

Primary School. Also pictured are the school’s nursery children.

Primary one         
pupils in
the picture

Kinlochleven Primary School welcomed these new pupils into 
primary one this year.

These two smiling youngsters have started Staffin Primary 
School.

Kyle Primary School’s new primary one pupils.

This year’s new P1s at Tobermory Primary School. 

Happy smiles from the English Medium pupils at Fort William RC Primary School.

Lochyside Primary School’s new intake.

Greg MacDougall and Chloe 
Harkins are the new primary 

ones at Arisaig Primary School.
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VEGETABLES, home baking and home 
produce entries excelled at this year’s 
Nether Lochaber Flower and Produce Show.

were down, but there was a range of 
handicrafts in competition in Nether 
Lochaber Hall, Onich.

The Nether Lochaber Community 
Council Rose Bowl for most points in show 
went to Sandra Cameron, who also won the 

Onich Hotel Cup for home baking and the 
MacKintosh Corran Cup for home produce.

Liz MacDonald received the Callart 
Quaich for overall points runner up.

The Camus na Gaul Cup for handicraft 
went to Glenys Harrison and Carolyn 
MacCallum won the Corran Bar Trophy for 
knitting. 

topped by Liz MacDonald who received 

the Marjorie Summers Trophy, while 
Andrew Coke won the Gleaner Oil Cup for 

Mackenzie took the Old School Cup for 
garden produce as well as the George Ross 
Memorial Cup for best in section.

Prizes this year were presented by Rev 
Malcolm Kinnear. Show organiser Sarah 
MacKintosh thanked everyone who entered 
the show.

Prizewinners Carolyn MacCallum, Sandra Cameron, Rev Malcolm Kinnear, Monika MacKenzie, Liz MacDonald and show organiser 
Sarah MacKintosh. 

Lochaber Flower and Produce Show

FOLLOWING a highly 
successful maiden event in 
April this year, organisers of the 
Colonsay Book Festival have 
already announced a stellar 
line-up for 2013.

Renowned crime writer Ian 
Rankin will top the bill for the 
second festival, which will take 
place over the weekend of April 
26 to 28 2013. 

Also appearing will be Candia 
McWilliam, John Burnside, 
Sara Sheridan, Maggie 
Fergusson and Angus Peter 
Campbell.

The news comes just months 
after Colonsay played host 
to Scotland’s Makar Liz 
Lochhead, Alexander McCall 
Smith, James Robertson, 
Margaret Elphinstone, Kenneth 
Steven and Sophie Cooke for 
the inaugural book festival 
weekend.

Dilly Emslie, director of the 
Colonsay Book Festival, said: 
‘We’re absolutely thrilled to 

line-up for our 2013 event and 
there’s great excitement on the 
island in anticipation of another 
unforgettable literary weekend 
next spring.

‘This year’s inaugural 
book festival surpassed all 
our expectations and 2013 
is shaping up to be just as 
successful.’

Ian Rankin, the UK’s 
best-selling crime writer, brings 
back John Rebus in this, his 
25th anniversary year. 

COLONSAY

FOUR primary seven girls, 
Beth Layton, Sophie King, 
Shannon Watson and Shona 
Wright, moved up to Oban High 
School this year. 

They will be greatly missed 
from the primary school and 
everyone wishes them well in 
their studies and their new life. 

There are now eight children 
in the primary school and two 

A POWER cut on Wednesday 
August 15 from 6pm to 7.15pm 
occurred just hours after the 
emergency planning meeting to 
discuss ways in which Lismore 
could deal with, amongst other 
things, power cuts.

THERE was hot and sunny 
weather on August 11 for the 
primary school parent council 
ceilidh.

This annual event is an 
opportunity for members 
of the Lismore community 
and visitors of all ages to get 
together for fun and food and 
to raise funds for the island’s 
children and the school.

The parent council is 
supportive of all the island 
children but, in particular, 
those attending the primary 
school. It organises a number of 
events and contributes to school 
activities buying resources and 

This year, the major project 
will be the purchase of a 
new Jumbolander Climbing 
Frame for the school and 

LISMORE

for all children living on, or 
visiting, the island. The event 
was very well organised with 
a marquee in the playground 
and classrooms decorated with 

100 tickets were sold with 
friends and relations coming 
from both on and off the island. 

Katy Crossan was master of 
ceremonies for the evening. 
Four-year-old Donald 
MacCormick began the 
entertainment with a song 
followed by solos from Katie 
Cook, Ealasaid MacLean and 
Shona Wright. A couple of 
lively dances from the whole 
school were enjoyed. 

Various other adult guests 
sang, played instrumental solos 
and told stories.

Younger children had their 
faces painted by Christina Cass 
and Jayne Layton and had a go 
on the bouncy castle.

A huge and varied buffet was 
served by Hazel MacCormick 
and Laura Cook with a 
barbecue outside run by John 
MacCormick and Robbie Cook. 
Fay Carmichael prepared a 
range of tasty and popular 
desserts. 

organised by Katy Crossan, was 
drawn with dozens of prizes 
donated by local businesses. 
After a particularly energetic 
‘Strip the Willow’, the evening 
closed at midnight to the strains 
of Auld Lang Syne. 

yet available, the grand total 
raised is expected to be in the 
region of £1,300.

MANY people on Lismore felt 
an earthquake just before noon 
on August 10. It measured 2.3 
on the Richter Scale and the jolt 
was preceded and followed by a 
loud rumble.

LISMORE
scarecrow competition.

All entries must be with Hazel 
MacCormick by September 
13 and scarecrows must be in 
place by September 15 until 
September 22. They must be 
clearly visible from the road so 
that everyone has a chance to 
vote for their favourite. 

THE BOREHOLE project 
carried out on the Isle of 
Lismore by Glensanda workers 
was recently completed. In total, 
35 boreholes were drilled by a 
22-tonne drilling rig over two 
weeks, courtesy of Aggregate 
Industries. 

Isle of Lismore Community 
Council secretary Mandie 
Currie said: ‘This was a 

makes a tremendous difference 
to all the households and 
community groups who had 
a borehole drilled on their 
property, all of whom have 

their water supplies in recent 
years. 

Very few people could have 
afforded a borehole themselves. 
Collectively, it would have cost 
us close to £500,000 to get 
them drilled. We can’t thank 
Glensanda enough for all their 
help.’

Duror Primary School recently put on a taster day to allow parents and friends to sample some of 
the vegetables grown in the school gardens. Staff and children searched the internet for recipes 
to cook up their vegetables and herbs, with the cheese and thyme scones proving very popular. 

Among the vegetables grown by the youngsters were tomatoes, cucumbers, sweet corn and 
peppers. Head teacher Marylin MacDonald said: ‘The annual event has grown in popularity over the 
years and the children are keen to demonstrate their art and computer skills, designing posters and 

invitations and, of course, their culinary talents.’

Taster day a recipe for success

ISLAY
PROFESSOR Steven Mithen’s 
archaeological team from 
Reading University concluded 
this year’s work in Islay with 
a public talk in Islay Natural 

standing-room-only crowd.
Held in the lecture room 

on Wednesday August 29, 
Professor Mithen’s talk 
described the continuation of 
work on the Storakaig site, 
which has proved both extensive 
and interesting.

quartz and stone were found 
during the excavation’s exacting 
sorting process, together 
with pieces of burnt hazelnut 
shells, bone and antler, all 
pointing to extensive human 
occupation of the site in the 
late Mesolithic period.  There 
followed interesting points and 

chance for everyone to examine 

excavations. Professor Mithen 
and Dr Karen Wicks with their 
site assistants had also visited 
Keills Primary School and Islay 
High School to explain to pupils 
what archaeology is about and 
the work which  has been done 
by the team on the Islay site.  

Later in the week, some Keills 
pupils visited Storakaig and 
helped on the ‘dig’, enjoying 
a rather muddy but happy 
morning. The archaeology team 
also gave a talk at Islay High 
School and rural studies pupils 
later gave practical help when 

the site was being reinstated 
after the completion of this 
year’s work.

THE TOTAL of £4,386 has 
been raised at Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle’s Safari Supper, with funds 
going towards the choir’s travel 
to the Royal National Mod in 
Dunoon.

The choir would like to thank
all those who contributed gifts, 
food, hospitality, labour and 
time to the success of the senior 
choir’s recent Safari Supper, 
especially Grahame Allison 
who organised the e event and 
worked tirelessly as courier, 
shepherd and auctioneer 
throughout the proceedings. 

AN UPCOMING STV/ 
UTV series featuring chefs 
Paul Rankin and Nick Nairn 
exploring the culinary 
ingredients of Scotland 

programme. 
Paul and Nick visited Islay 

House Community Garden on 
August 19. 

The chefs chose and picked 
produce to accompany their 
locally-caught seafood with 
freshly made pasta dish, which 
was prepared and served at a 
special meal hosted by STV at 
Port Mòr community centre, 
Port Charlotte. 

Both chefs Rankin and Nairn 
commented positively on the 
quality and variety of the fresh, 
seasonal vegetables, salad 
greens, herbs and fruit grown 
in the garden, emphasising 
what a culinary treasure 

trove is available there to 
island residents, hotels and to 
self-catering visitors.  As Paul 
said: ‘If my restaurant had 
this garden close by, I’d be in 
here every day selecting this 
wonderful fresh produce.’ 

ISLAY’S RSCDS Country 
Dancing group resumed its 
weekly Thursday evening 
practices for this year last week 
in the Columba Hall, Port Ellen.

New or returning dancers are 
welcome. SC.

THE FIRST sod has been cut 
on a housing development in 

housing built in the village for a 
generation.

But the development will only 
make a small dent in the huge 
waiting list for housing on Islay.

Children from Port Ellen 
Primary Gaelic Choir 
performed at the launch of 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association’s (ACHA) new-
build housing development in at 
Leodamus Place, Port Ellen, on 
August 31.

In pouring rain the brave 
youngsters performed one of 
their pieces for the National 
Mod, coming up in Dunoon this 
October.

They then assisted ACHA’s 
chairman Bill McIntyre to cut 

The development will provide 
eight new homes for rent in the 
village. The construction work 
will be carried out by M & K 
MacLeod from Lochgilphead 
and will take 12 months.  

Commenting at the opening 
Alastair MacGregor, ACHA 
chief executive, said: ‘We 

affordable homes to be built in 
Port Ellen in a generation.

‘We are extremely grateful 
to Argyll and Bute Council for 
providing funding from the 
Rural Housing Development 
Fund, which has allowed this 

initiative to go ahead. It is 
fantastic to have the children 
from Port Ellen Primary School 
with us today as these homes 
will be part of their future.’

ACHA also hopes to build 
20 homes in Bowmore in 
the future to help meet the 
pressing demand for affordable 
housing on the island. There 
are currently 220 families and 
single people on the housing 
waiting list for the island.

ULLAPOOL
ORGANISERS of Ullapool’s 
annual music event Loopallu 
have announced Scouting for 
Girls as their second headline 
act.

The band - nominated for four 
Brit awards and an Ivor Novello 
award - join recently reformed 
The Fratellis as headliners at 
the September 21-22 event.

The eighth Loopallu will 
also see the return of Scottish 
rockers Kassidy, back by 
popular demand.

Also added to the line-up is 
fast rising Scottish singer-song-
writer Rachel Sermanni - fresh 
from her much talked about 
BBC ‘Introducing Reading and 
Leeds Festival’ appearances.

Other acts on the bill 
include festival favourites The 
Dangleberries, Lilygreen and 
McGuire and Celtic/Gaelic 
cross-over act Manran.

ARDNAMURCHAN
A TEAM of archaeologists 
digging in Ardnamurchan have 

with a number of interesting 

Although there was nothing 

fully intact Viking ship burial, 
the Ardnamurchan Transitions 

possible building dating back to 
the 1600s.

The discovery was made near 

Swordle Farm, where a number 
of stone buildings were found, 
two of which were excavated. 

The team previously found a 
cremation site near the site and 
this year found human remains 
likely to be from the Bronze 
Age.

A cow burial was also found, 
but this is not thought to be 
particularly old.

The Ardnamurchan Transi-
tions team is collaborative effort 
between archaeologists from the 
universities of Manchester and 
Leicester, CFA-Archaeology 
and Archaeology Scotland.

THE ANNUAL Ardmaddy 
Fair was smaller in size than in 
previous years, but there was 
still plenty of entertainment on 
offer for the sizeable crowd.

The castle was screened from 
the public but the garden was 
thrown open to everyone.

The stalls were set up in a 
green, grassy, walled garden. 

The usual tombola and 
home baking stalls, were 
complimented with jewellery 
by Penny Airlee and jams 
and chutneys from Paradise 
Kitchen. 

A display of silk screen 
printing gave colour to fabrics, 
available to buy. 

Face painting and temporary 
tattoos were on offer for 
children. 

Face massage was available 
for adults. 

Model trains were displayed 
on shelves, as a compliment to 
the larger, but still not full size 
steam engines which could be 
ridden on the tennis court. 

Argyll Model Railway staff, 
were on hand to chat about their 
interesting engines.

All the fun of the fair, on 
a lazy Sunday afternoon at 
Armaddy Castle. 

The entrance fee raised £800, 
a very successful day.

ARDMADDY

Mammoth         
swim ahead of 
Malawi visit
A STUDENT from Dunoon 
Grammar School has embarked 
on a mammoth 460-kilometre 
swim as he aims to raise funds 
for a school trip to Malawi.

Graeme Brown, a 16-year-old 
S5 student, will swim 22,400 
lengths of the Riverside 
Swimming Pool; the same 
distance as a swim across Lake 
Malawi.

Kicking off in July, Graeme 
has given himself six months to 
complete the challenge, with a 
January 2013 deadline. So far 
he has completed 5,600 lengths, 
25 per cent of the distance.

Explaining his inspiration 
behind the Lake Malawi swim, 
Graeme, who is the captain of 
Dunoon Amateur Swimming 
Club, said: ‘I wanted to do 
something physically and 
mentally challenging and my 
swimming coach had heard 
of people doing it when they 
were going to different places 
and I thought it would be 
interesting and would help get 
me sponsors.’

Raising £1,500 already, 
Graeme said he received a lot of 
support from St Mun’s Church, 
which has close connections to 
Malawi through its support of 
Mary’s Meals.

‘I work in the café at Botanic 
Gardens and have sponsor 
sheets there, at the pool and 
went around people at school 
to get as much sponsorship as 
possible,’ Graeme added.

Graeme is one of 25 pupils 
from S5 and S6 who will travel 
to Malawi next summer, where 
they will help build schools and 
deliver sports programmes to 
hundreds of young children in 
the area.

THREE exhibitions and works by 35 artists 

Open studios.
Following a similar format to the renowned 

Artmap Argyll event, Cowal Open Studios 
sees artists around the peninsula welcome 
visitors to their studios to see where they 
work and discuss their methods.

Taking place over four days, from Septem-
ber 21 to 24, Cowal Open Studios will begin 
with an eagerly anticipated exhibition by 
Kirsty Wither.

Cowal event, Kirsty is a regular visitor to 
Cowal and the west of Scotland, inspired by 
the soft light and beauty of Argyll.

Kirsty will display a range of her works 
from various periods of her long career 
in the Burgh Hall, representing a unique 
chance to see her distinctive and colourful 
work in Dunoon. 

Attracting many highly respected paint-
ers, the open studio weekend will also see 
an exhibition by Jacqueline Orr RSW at 
the Creggans Inn, whilst a third exhibition 
featuring a range of Cowal artists will go in 
display at Chatters Restaurant.

Outwith the three exhibitions, artists will 
be welcoming art enthusiasts at their studios 
throughout the event.

-
tion of workspaces, from dedicated studios 
to garden sheds, where a huge variety of 
visual art is created, from paintings to 
textiles and ceramics to jewellery, glass, 
furniture, wood, basketry and sculpture.

EXCITEMENT is building in 
Dunoon and along the Cowal 
Peninsula as the town prepares 
to host the 2012 Royal National 
Mod.

The annual event, previously 
held in Dunoon in 2006, will 
see hundreds of people descend 
on the town as they celebrate 
Gaelic music, song, culture and 
heritage.

Children at Sandbank Primary 
School, which has a Gaelic 
Medium Unit, have been 
preparing to take part in choral 

THERE will be a mass exodus 
in Tighnabruaich this weekend 
as villagers make their way 
north to support Kyles Athletic 
in the Camanachd Cup Final.

Two buses, seating 73 people, 
and a number of cars will be 
leaving Loch Fyne for Oban on 
Saturday as the Kyles boys take 
on rivals Inveraray Shinty Club 

Owner of the Royal an Lochlan 
Keith Bettis has given his best 
wishes to the shinty team, whilst 
May Nicolson from the village 

the end of the game had not yet 
been organised.

‘We don’t want to jinx it,’ May 
said. ‘It doesn’t take a minute to 
organise something if need be.’

Next week Down Your Way visits Connel and Dunbeg 
with Chief Reporter Euan Paterson. Contact Euan on 
01631 568000 or email epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

DUNOON Argyll Pipe Band is 
looking for new members.

Drummers and pipers are be-
ing urged to join the band, which 
practices on Monday evenings at 
7.30pm in the pipe band hall in 
Dunoon.

Iain Macdonald is pipe major 
of the band but will retire at the 
band’s AGM in October when a 
new pipe major will be formally 
announced.

People wishing to join the 
band can contact Mr Macdonald 
on 01369 702879 or attend a 
Monday practice session.

Kirsty Wither’s eagerly anticipated 
exhibition is one of three exhibitions 

taking place in Cowal to mark the fifth year 
of Cowal Open studios. 

Owner of the Royal an Lochlan Keith Bettis has given his best 
wishes to the shinty team. The public bar in the hotel charts the 
history of the club, with photographs of the team dating back to 

1901. 06_a37kyles01

Tighnabruaich 
hits the road to 
support Kyles

competitions, poetry recital 
and solo performances, whilst 
local Gaelic language learning 
groups hope to improve their 
conversational skills.

Gaelic
Meanwhile people with an 

interest in speaking or learning 
Gaelic are being invited to 
a special coffee morning in 
Dunoon ahead of the Mod.

The coffee morning will be 
held in the Glenmorag Hotel on 
September 29 between 11am and 
1pm.

Excitement builds ahead of Royal 
National Mod in Dunoon

Cowal Open Studios

Pipe band seeks 
new members

Down Your Way: Dunoon and Cowal

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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THE EDEN DELI
&

stronmagachan stovies
ALL HOMEMADE AND 

FAMOUSLY GOOD

ROASTED LAMB STOVIES, 
HAGGIS, NEEPS & TATTIES

 GLEN FYNE STEAK & ALE PIES
SAUSAGE ROLLS, HAGGIS ROLLS, QUICHE

3 MAIN STREET EAST, INVERARAY, ARGYLL PA32 8TP 
TEL:01499 302262

For more great offers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT

*Book now on any Fred. Olsen sailing departing 6 April 2013 onwards and we’ll give you a FREE upgrade to our 
new All Inclusive Cruise package*. You’ll get free drinks – selected beers, wines, spirits & soft drinks – included 
in the price, along with all meals, leisure facilities, daytime activities and live entertainment. You’ll need to hurry 
though, as this special All Inclusive Cruise offer is only available on the first 100 bookings on each sailing.

Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines pride themselves on 
their intimate style of cruising on stylish and 
individual ships, charming and attentive staff 
and everything you need to feel relaxed and 
at home: that’s the Fred. Olsen difference.

They have spent over 150 years making their 
cruising experience special to those seeking a 
home from home, with relaxed and personal 
service, that brings Fred. Olsen guests back 
again and again.

All the delights on-board are matched by the 
wonderful choice of quality shore tours. From 
short city tours to longer adventures, there is 
something for every taste and budget.

Operated by Cruise Connections. ABTA P0136. Prices shown are per person and based on two people sharing and are inclusive of taxes.

 All prices and offers are subject to availability and reconfirmation. Prices were correct at the time of going to print.

Includes £100 per cabin Onboard Credit 
for Outside & Suite cabin bookings.

Boudicca
Scandinavia & St Petersburg
9th June 2013 - 14 nights

Greenock, Scotland / Copenhagen, Denmark / 
Tallinn, Estonia / St Petersburg, Russia (overnight) / 
Helsinki, Finland / Nynashamn (for Stockholm), Sweden / 
Oslo, Norway / Greenock, Scotland

Prices from

£1599

Boudicca
Iberia & Morocco
2nd July 2013 - 12 nights

Greenock, Scotland / Leixoes, Portugal /   
Melilla, Spanish Morocco / Tangier, Morocco / 
Casablanca, Morocco / Vigo, Spain /   
Greenock, Scotland

Prices from

£1249
OUTSIDE CABIN

from £1459 per person

INSIDE CABIN
from £1249 per person

OUTSIDE CABIN
from £1869 per person

INSIDE CABIN
from £1599 per person

ALL INCLUSIVE CRUISING FROM GREENOCK*

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 771 701
P0136

At Best of the West.

Visit our stand for steamed mussels, 
grilled salmon and fresh oysters.

Visit our Farm Shop and Oyster bar 
on the way - open from 9am.

Loch Fyne Oysters, Clachan, 
Cairndow PA26 8BL

Tel:  01499 600483

Park Lodge Hotel
Christmas Menu 2012

Homemade Vegetable Broth served with Granary Bread
Homemade Chicken Liver &Whisky Pate served with Salad and Oatcakes

Roast Turkey with all the Trimmings
Local Wild Venison in a Rich Red Wine Sauce

Butternut Squash & Goat’s Cheese Tart
All above served with Roast Potatoes and Seasonal Vegetables

Christmas pudding served with Brandy Sauce
Apple Pie with Fresh Cream

Vanilla Ice Cream with Raspberry Coulis

Tea/Coffee and Mince Pie

1st December until 23rd Dec. £18.95 pp
Great B&B deals. Live Music

Full details available @ www.park-lodge-tobermory.co.uk 
also on our facebook page, or phone direct on 01688 302430.

-
est music, whisky, culture 
and landscape will be 
showcased at an ambi-
tious event at Inveraray 
Castle this summer in a 
bid to boost tourism.

The Best of the West, 

marketed Argyll and the 
Isles Tourism (AIT) is 
an extravaganza of the 
county’s strongest assets, 
headlined musically by 
the Red Hot Chilli Pipers 
and Skerryvore.

Held over the weekend 

of September 15-16, the 
event is being aimed 

more of the lucrative 
stay-cation market, which 
is becoming even more 
important in the wake of 

and increasing costs of 
travel.

Some 15 live bands have 

to play, while 22 malt 
whiskies will go head to 
head in a relaxed tasting 
session designed to be as 
friendly as the locals.

Stramash will even be 
on hand to allow visitors 
the chance to abseil down 
the bell tower, joined by 

a host of organisations 
proving that Argyll and 
Bute really is the Best of 
the West.

Meanwhile, a marquee 
will host the AIT stands 
that went on display at 
the VisitScotland Expo 
in Edinburgh earlier this 
year, which Mr Story said 
had produced ‘very posi-
tive’ results, attracting 
new business enquiries 
from across the world.

It promises to be a col-
ourful and entertaining 
day, reminding people 
that Argyll and the Isles 
is closer than you think.

AIT’s director, Mike 
Story, said: ‘The Best of 

the West is a showcase 
of everything Argyll and 
the Isles does well.

‘We visited Expo 
recently and that was 
for the foreign markets 
– this is for the home 
market, who we can draw 
up here to experience all 
the area can offer in one 
weekend.  

‘People often forget 
Argyll starts 20 minutes 
from Glasgow Airport, 
this will go some way to 
act as a reminder.’

As well as the central 
belt, it is hoped the event 
will prove a big draw to 
people living in Aber-
deenshire, Perthshire and 
the north of England.

Some 5,000 people are 
expected to attend over the 
course of the two days.

The event is sup-
ported by Caledonian 
MacBrayne (CalMac), 
Machrihanish Dunes, 
West Coast Motors, 
VisitScotland, Argyll and 
Bute Council, the Invera-
ray Marketing Group and 
Crerar Hotels.

FESTIVE
CELEBRATIONS
& PARTY NIGHTS Eat, Drink and be Merry
It seems like summer is barely behind us and already 
we are looking towards Christmas. Don’t miss out on 
the chance to book the perfect Christmas night out 
this year.
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La traviata
A lifetime of fun, 

a lifetime of regret

Verdi

Thu 27 Sep
7.30pm
Nevis Centre
Fort William
Tel: 01397 700 707

Book online at 
scottishopera.org.uk

Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531  Scottish Charity Number SCO19787

Supported by 
Eda, Lady Jardine Charitable Trust

JTH Charitable Trust

piano accompaniment 

Scottish Opera
is core funded by

Kilmarnock Edition - Pay It Forward
-

ternational Burnsong Songhouse of 2009 
when, as prize-winners, they were closeted 
together to write songs for a week, culmi-
nating in a gig in the Scottish Parliament on 
St Andrews Day. Kilmarnock Edition songs 

but also manage to weave, skilfully, strands of jazz, Scots 
reggae, Gaelic and other world music, to produce what is 
an exciting new genre of Scottish song.

Clamjamfrie - Clammin’
A debut album with a lively blend of Scot-

a 5 piece ceilidh band formed by expe-
rienced musicians from villages in Ren-
frewshire, Scotland. They have taken 

-

in Ayrshire.

Tweed - The First Weave
Long awaited debut album of lively tra-
ditional ceilidh music with funk, rock and 

highlands of Scotland. All 3 members have 
different musical backrounds. Top class 
ceilidh music with a lively upbeat rhythm 
and good humour to top it all off.

CD
review
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a The Amazing Spiderman Thursday September 13th  17:30, 20:30
Friday September 14th  15:45
Saturday September 15th  15:00, 20:30
Sunday September 16th  15:30

The Expendables 2 Friday September 14th  18:30, 21:00
Saturday September 15th  18:00
Sunday September 16th  18:30, 21:00
Monday 17th September  18:00, 20:30
Tuesday 18th September  18:00, 20:30

Hugo Saturday 15th September  12:00
Sunday 16th September  12:30

The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel Wednesday 19th September 17:45, 20:30
Thursday 20th September 20:30

Bel Ami Thursday 20th September 18:00
Friday 21st September 20:30
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• The Amazing Spiderman (12A)
Like most teenagers, Peter (Andrew
Garfield) is trying to figure out who he
is and how he got to be the person he
is today. Peter is also finding his way
with his first high school crush, Gwen
Stacy (Emma Stone), and together, they
struggle with love, commitment, and
secrets. As Peter discovers a mysterious
briefcase that belonged to his father,
he begins a quest to understand his
parents’ disappearance - leading him
directly to Oscorp and the lab of Dr Curt
Connors, his father’s former partner. As
Spider-Man is set on a collision course
with Connors’ alter-ego, The Lizard,
Peter will make life-altering choices to
use his powers and shape his destiny to
become a hero.
• The Expendables 2 (15)
The Expendables are reunited when
Mr. Church enlists them to take on a
seemingly simple job. When things go
wrong, the Expendables are compelled
to seek revenge in hostile territory,
where the odds are stacked against
them. Hell-bent on payback, the crew
cuts a swath of destruction through
opposing forces, wreaking havoc and

shutting down an unexpected threat in
the nick of time - five tons of weapons-
grade plutonium, more than enough
to change the balance of power in the
world. But that’s nothing compared
to the justice they serve against the
villainous adversary they seek revenge
from. Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham,
Bruce Willis, Chuck Norris and Jean-
Claude Van Damme amongst others,
need we say more?
• Hugo (U)
Hugo is an orphan boy living in the
walls of a train station in 1930s Paris. He
learned to fix clocks and other gadgets
from his father and uncle which he puts
to use keeping the train station clocks
running. The only thing that he has
left that connects him to his deceased
father is an automaton (mechanical
man) that doesn’t work without a
special key which Hugo needs to find to
unlock the secret he believes it contains.
On his adventures, he meets with a
shopkeeper, George Melies, who works
in the train station and his adventure-
seeking god-daughter. Hugo finds that
they have a surprising connection to
his father and the automaton, and he

discovers it unlocks some memories the
old man has buried inside regarding
his past.
• The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel
(12A)
British retirees travel to India to take up
residence in what they believe is a newly
restored hotel. Less luxurious than its
advertisements, the Marigold Hotel
nevertheless slowly begins to charm in
unexpected ways. A fantastic cast sets
this filmalight includingObanPhoenix’s
own patron Dame Judi Dench. Prepare
to be swept along by this lovely piece of
charming British cinema.
• Bel Ami (15)
Georges Duroy is a penniless soldier
returning from war. He travels to Paris
in a search for ways to improve his social
and financial status by using his wit and
powers of seduction to charm wealthy
women. Featuring the Twilight saga’s
heart-throb Robert Pattison and Kill
Bill lead Uma Thurman, Bel Ami oozes
sex and opulence and if you love a good
costume drama as much as us, this is
definitely worth a trip to the cinema to
experience it on the big screen.
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Tickets all on sale now so visit www.obanphoenix.com for more information!

Mull Mòd results
Ladies Prescribed: 1. Ceitidh Smith, Kyle Of Lo-
chalsh; 2. Eilidh Munro, Bishopbriggs; 3. Mairi 
Fernadez-Ares, Glasgow; Gilliain Macdonald, 
Dunkeld. 
Men Prescribed: 1. John Howieson, Portree; 2. 
Ruaraidh Macintyre, Glasgow; Calum Macleoid, 
Edinburgh. 
Ladies Oran Mòr: 1. Eilidh Munro, Bishopbriggs; 
2. Ceitidh Smith, Kyle Of Lochalsh; 3. Sandaidh 
Nicdhòmh; Naill Jones, Uibhist A Deas. 
Men Oran Mòr: 1. John Howieson, Portree; 
2. Calum Macleòid, Edinburgh; 3. Ruaraidh 
Macintyre, Glasgow. 
Ladies Learners: 1. Wendy Mackay, Golspie; 
2. Donna Dugdale, Tobermory; 3. Rena Gertz, 
Prestonpans. 
Men Learners: 1. Iain Macpherson, Southend. 
Traditional: 1. Rena Gertz, Prestonpans; 2. 
Stuart A Jackson, Lochaline; 3. Frances R Lynn, 
Dunoon. 
Local Song: 1. Nicola Pearson, Carnoustie; 2. 
Linn Phipps, Isle Of Lewis; 3. Stuart A Jackson, 
Lochaline; Iain Macpherson, Southend. 
Puirt A Beul: 1. Nicola Pearson, Carnoustie; 2. 
Sandy Nicdhomh Naill Jones, Uibhist A Deas. 
Own Choice: 1. Sandaidh Nicdhomhnaill Jones, 
Uibhist A Deas, 2. Stuart A Jackson Lochaline, 
3. Iain Macpherson, Southend;   
Duet:  1. John & Brenda Howieson, Portree, 
2. Gillian Macdonald & May Brown, 3. Riona 
Whyte &  Raymond Bremner; 
Quartet:  Dealrach;  
Ladies Choir:  1. Còisir Ghàidhlig An Eilein 
Mhuilich, 2. Còisir Ghàidhlig, Thaigh An Uillt, 
3. Atomaig Piseag;  
Male Voice:  1. Còisir Ghàidhlig, Ceann An Tu-
irc; Mixed Voice 1. Còisir Ghàidhlig An Eilein 
Mhuilich, 2. Còisir Ghàidhlig, Tairbeart, Loch  
Fìn,  3. Aberfeldy & District Gaelic Choir;  
Puirt A Beul:1. Còisir Ghàidhlig An Eilein, 
Mhuilich,  2. Strath Gaelic Choir,  3. Còisir 
Ghàidhlig,  Thaigh An Uillt  
Self Accompaniment:  1. Sandaidh Nicdhom-
hnaill Jones, Uibhist A Deas 2. Eilidh Munro, 
Bishopbriggs 3. Colin Fisher;  
Duet 13-18:  1. Hannah Prill & Emma Macfar-
lane, Tarbert Academy;  
Action Song U13:  1. Tobermory Primary P1, 
2 Ulva Ferry Primary School,  3. Lochaline 
Primary School; 
Folk Group U13:  1. Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Folk Group 13-18:  1. Na Seudan;  
Choral Unison U13:  1. Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein 
5 & 7, 2. Bunessan Primary School, 3. Kilchaon 
Primary School & Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein 4 &6; 
Puirt A Beul U13:  1. Tobermory Primary,  2. 
Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein 5 & 7,  3. Lochaline 
Primary & Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein 4 &6,  
Unison 13-18:  1. Rionnagan Rois,  2. Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile,  
Harmony 13-18:  1. Rionnagan Rois; 
Puirt A Beul 13-18:  1. Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile 2. Rionnagan Rois.  
Fiddle U13 B:  1. Anna Westwell, Edinburgh, 2. 
Olivia Sexton, Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile;  
Fiddle 13-18:   1. Magnus Westwell, Edinburgh 
2. Jack Westwell, Edinburgh 2. Bethan Sexton, 
Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile Shannon Maclean, 
Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile; 
Piano 13-18:  1. Jack Westwell, Edinburgh;  
Chanter U13:  1. Byron Lawson, Bunessan, 2. 
Hannah Thorne, Salen,  3. Murdo Maclennan, 
Salen Katie Edmundson, Bunessan; 
Bagpipes U13 B:  1. David Cameron, Bunessan, 
2. Fraser Mitchell, Tobermory;  
Bagpipes 13-18 B:  1. Scott Paterson, Salen, 2. 
Lewis Dillon, Tobermory;  
Bagpipes 13-18:  1. Glenn Denovan, Dervaig;  
Clarsach U13:  1. Anna Westwell, Edinburgh;  
Clarsach 13-18: 1. Eilidh Jenkins, Glasgow;  
Accordion 13-18; 1. Katie MacFarlane, Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile; 
Inst. Group U13:  1. Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Inst. Group 13-18:  1. The Westwells;  
Self Accom. U13:  1. Anna Westwell, Edin-
burgh;  
Literature Primary:  1. Olivia Sextonbun,  Sgoil 
An T-Sàilein, 2. Ile Alison Robasdanbun,  Sgoil 
An T-Sàilein,  3. Orla MacLenna, Bun Sgoil An 
T-Sàileinealasaid Nicilleathain, Lismore;  
Literature Secondary 1. Carys Christine, 
Tobermory High School,  2. Shannon Maclean, 
Tobermory High School, 3. Scott Thomson, 
Tobermory High School; 
Poster Primary:  1. Lilidh Hargreaves, Bun Sgoil 
An T-Sàilein,  2. Olivia Sextonbun,  Sgoil An T-
Sàilein, 3. Kerrie MacGillivray, Salen Primary 
& Amy Brown, Salen;  
Poster Secondary:  1. Kirsten Maclean & Mollie 
Macfarlane, Tobermory High School,  2. Niamh 

Thomasson, Tobermory High School;  
Storytelling 7-8:  1. Ealasaid Maclean, Isle Of 
Lismore;  
Storytelling 9-10:  1. Maria Clark, Oban;  4a 
Recitation 5-6: 1. Rion Brownbun,  Sgoil An 
T-Sàilein, 2. Ava Duffybun,  Sgoil An T-Sàilein, 
3. Katie MacGillivray, Ath-Tharracaillisa Ford, 
Ath-Tharracail;   
Recitation 7 – 8:  1. Serena Matheson, Ath-Thar-
racail,  2. Sean MacLellanath-Tharracail, 3. 
Josephine Mathesonath-Tharracail;  
Recitation 9-10:  1. Rachel Ford, Ath-Tharracail, 
2. Niamh Maclellanath-Tharracail, 3. Abagail 
Williams, Rionnagan Rois;  

Recitation 13-15:  1. Ruth Williams, Rionnagan 
Rois,  2. Eilidh Jenkins, Glasgow;  
Conversation 5 – 6:  1. Lisa Ford, Ath-Tharracail,  
2. Ewan MacPhailbun,  Sgoil An T-Sailein,  3. 
Ava Duffybun,  Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Conversation 7 – 8:  1. Ealasaid Nicilleathain, 
Lismore,  2. Alexander Hargreavesbun, Sgoil 
An T-Sailein,  3. Nicola Noblebun, Sgoil An 
T-Sailein;  
Conversation 9 – 10:  1. Lily Hargreavesbun,  
Sgoil An T-Sailein,  2. Maria Clark, Oban,  3. 
Kalista Knightbun, Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Conversation 11 – 12:  1. Scott Thomson, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile,  2. Kirstyn 
Howarth, Rionnagan Rois 3. Isla Robertson, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Conversation 13 – 15:  1. Shannon Maclean, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Eilidh Jenkins, 
Glasgow, 3. Angus Maclennan & Bethan Sexton, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Recitation 16-18:  1. Kirsten Maclean, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Recitation 5-6 Learners:  1. Eilidh MacKay, 
Ulva Ferry Primary School;  
Recitation 7 – 8 Learners:  1. Hamish Kennedy, 
Lochaline;  
Recitation 9-10 Learners:  1. Rachel Bolton, Lo-
chaline,  2. Alex Ferguson, Lochaline 3. Justin 
Geall, Derviag Primary &  Sam Cutlack, Ulva 
Ferry Primary;  
Recitation 11-12 Learners:  1. Ross Shaw, Locha-
line,  2. Vaila Kennedy, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile, 3. Kerrie MacGillivray, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Recitataion 13-15 Learners:  1. Katie Macfarlane,  
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Playlet U13:  1. Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein.
Junior Trophy List 
Oral Competitions 
Angus Henderson Memorial Trophy Highest Ag-
gregate In Comp 1 & 4: Ealasaid Nicilleathain, 
Isle Of Lismore; 
Mary Morrison Cuach Highest Aggregate In 
Comp 2 & 5: Maria Clark, Oban; 
Mrs Christian Anderson Rosebowl Highest Ag-
gregate In Comp 3 & 6 Not Awarded; 
The Macgilp Trophy Best Local In Competition 
7:  Ewan Macphail, Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Smo Silver Plate Winner Of Competition 
9a:  Shannon Maclean, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile; 
Smo Silver Plate Winner Of Competition 9b:  
Kirsten Maclean, Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Mornish Trophy Winner Of Competition 13:  
Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein; Seumas Gallagher 
Prize Highest Gaelic Mark Comp 10-12:  Katie 
MaFarlane, Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Vocal Competitions Mrs Cm Beaton Memorial 
Quaich Winner Of Competition 15a or b:  Lily 
Howitt, Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Rockville Trophy Highest Mark In Competition 
19a + 19b:  Emma Maclachlan, Kilchoan;  
Quinish Cup Highest Mark In Competition 16a 
+ 17a:  Olivia Sexton, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile;  
Archie MacLean Salver Highest Mark In Com-
petitions 16b+17b:  Alexander Downing, Bun 
Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Lady Maclean Of Duart Salver Highest Mark 
In Competitions 20a+21a:  Holly MacLean, 
Tobermory;  
Denis MacNeill Salver Highest Mark In Compe-
titions 20b+21b:  Innes Ferguson, Kilchoan;  
Goldie Plate - Highest Music Best Local In Comp 
15, 16, 17, 19, 20 or 21 Highest Music Mark:  Lily 
Howitt, Alexander Downing, Eilidh Mackay, 
Holly Maclean;  
Ishbel Lloyd Memorial Trophy Gaelic Best Local 
In Comp 15, 16, 17, 19, 20 or 21 Highest Gaelic 
Mark:  Lily Howitt, Alexander Downing, Eilidh 
Mackay, Holly Maclean;  
Smo Silver Plate Winner Of Competition 23a 
Not Awarded;  
Smo Silver Plate Winner Of Competition 
23b:  Shannon Maclean, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile;  
Donald Morrison Cup Winner Of Competition 
24:  Olivia Sexton, Comunn Gaidhealach 
Mhuile; 
Livingstone Memorial Prize Winner Of Com-
petition 25 Mull Song Girls 13-16:  Shannon 
Maclean, Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Mod Ionadach Na Dreolluinn Cup Winner Of 
Competition 18a, 22a or 26:  Shannon Maclean, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Cattanach Trophy Winner of Competition 18b, 
22b or 27:  Angus Maclennan, Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile;  
Oakbank Trophy Winner Of Competition 28 Not 
Awarded; 
Achadhbeag Trophy Winner Of Competition 
29:  Hannah Prill & Emma MacFarlane, Tarbert 
Academy; 
Mrs A M Mackenzie Sheild Winner of Competi-
tion 30a or B: Tobermory P1/2 & Ulva Ferry;  
Fealla-Dha Trophy Winner Of Competition 31a:  
Bun Sgoil An T-Sailien; 
Sound Of Mull Trophy Winner Of Competition 
31b: Na Seudan Harper;  
Nelson Trophy Winner Of Competition 32:  Bun 
Sgoil An T-Sailein 5&7;  
Salen Sheild Winner Of Competition 35:  Rion-
nagan Rois;  
Isle Of Mull Silver Trophy Winner Of Competi-
tion 34 or 37:  Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Lady Maclean Of Duart Prize Highest Single 
Mark In Junior Choral:  Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein 
5&7; 

Instrumental John Simpson Shield Highest 
Marks In Comp 38 or 39:  Olivia Sexton, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
John Darroch Memorial Cup Winner Of Compe-
tition 42:  Byron Lawson, Bunessan; 
Allan Beaton Challenge Shield Winner Of Com-
petition 43 or 44: Glenn Denovan, Dervaig;  
Calum MacPherson Memorial Trophy Winner 
Of Competition 43 or 44:  Glenn Denovan, 
Dervaig;  
Young Musicians Of Mull Trophy Winner of 
Competition 49a or b:  Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein; 
Solo 5-6 Fluent:  1. Lily Howittbun, Sgoil An 
T-Sailein,  2. Ava Duffybun,  Sgoil An T-Sailein, 
3. Rio Brown, Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein & Ewan 
Macphail, Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein;  
Solo 7-8 Fluent:  1. Camrie MacInnes, Bun Sgoil 
An T-Sailein,  2. Ealasaid Nicilleathain, Lismore 
3. Johnnie Bowman, Bun Sgoil An T-Sailein; 
Solo 9 - 10 Girls F:  1. Olivia Sexton, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Abagail Williams &  
Rionnagan Rois,  3. Maria Clark, Oban;  
Solo 9 -10 Boys F:  1. Alexander Downing, Bun 
Sgoil An T-Sailein,  2. Fraser Robertson, Bun 
Sgoil An T-Sailein;   
Solo 11-12 Girls F:  1. Kirstyn Howarth & 
Rionnagan Rois, 2. Isla Robertson, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Solo 11-12 Boys F:  1. Scott Thomson, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Murdo MacLennan, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Solo 13-15 Girls F:  1. Shannon Maclean, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Eilidh Jenkins, 
Glasgow, 3. Bethan Sexton, Comunn Gaid-
healach Mhuile; 
Solo 13-15 Boys F:  1. Angus Maclennan, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Solo 5-6 Learners:  1. Eilidh Mackay, Ulva 
Ferry, 2. Maria MacLachlan, Kilchoan 3. Keira 
Munro, Ulva Ferry;  
Solo 7-8 Learners:  1. Emma MacLachlan, Kil-
choan;  2. Nathan Isherwood, Kilchoan, 3. Harry 
Robb & Floriana Lawrence, Lochaline;  
Solo 9-10 Girls L:  1. Holly MacLean, Tober-
mory, 2. Nina Anderson, Tobermory, 3. Rachel 
Bolton, Lochaline;  
Solo 9-10 Boys L:  1. Finlay Cameron, Locha-
line, 2. Finn Thomasson, Tobermory,  3. Isaac 
Brindle;  
Solo 11-12 Girls L:  1. Shona Wright, Lismore, 
2. Flora Thomasson, Tobermory,  3. Kerrie 
MacGillivray Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Solo 11-12 Boys L:  1. Innes Ferguson, Kilchoan, 
2. Eire Lavery, Tobermory; 
Solo 13-15 Girls L:  1. Emma MacFarlane, 
Tarbert Academy, 2. Hannah Hunter, Ardna-
murchan High School, 3. Rebecca Woolcock, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Traditional 13-18;  1. Shannon MacLean, 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Eilidh Jenkins, 
Glasgow;  
Leanabh An Aigh:  1. Olivia Sexton, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Isla Robertson, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile, 3. Orla MacLennan & 
Daisy Buchanan, Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile; 
Girls 13-16 Mull:  1. Shannon MacLean, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile, 2. Bethan Sexton, Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhuile, 3. Rebecca Woolcock 
Comunn Gaidhealach Mhuile;  
Solo 16-18 Girls:  1. Niamh McKaveney, Tarbert 
Academy.
Vocal Competitions 
Glen Aros Rosebowl Highest Aggregate Comp 
58+60 Ladies Prescribed/Oran Mor:  Ceitidh 
Smith, Kyle Of Lochalsh; 
Williamson Cup Highest Aggregate Comp 
59+61 Mens Prescribed/Oran Mor:  John Howi-
eson, Portree;  
Archibald MacDonald Memorial Cup Winner 
Of Competition 64 Solo Unpublished Song:  
Rena Gertz, Prestonpans;  
Neil MacDonald Memorial Shield Winner Of 
Competition 65 Solo Local Song Nicola Pearson, 
Carnoustie;  
Calgary Cup Winner Of Competition 66 Solo 
Puirt A Beul:  Nicola Pearson, Carnoustie;  
Anabel Carothers Cup Winner Of Competition 
67 Solo Own Choice:  Sandaidh Nicdhomhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist A Deas;  
Mull Silver Salver Winner Of Competition 62 
Ladies Learners Wendy MacKay, Golspie + 
Seumas Gallagher Prize; 
Mull Silver Salver Winner Of Competition 63 
Men Learners:  Iain Macpherson, Southend + 
Seumas Gallagher Prize;  
Margaret MacKay Memorial Trophy Winner of 
Competition 68 Duet:  John & Brenda Howieosn, 
Portree;  
Mrs Elizabeth Cattanach Salver Winner Of 
Competition 69: Quartet Dealrach;  
Detta MacLean Memorial Trophy Winner Of 
Competition 71 Ladies Choir:  Coisir Ghaidhlig 
An Eilein Mhuilich;  
Bentalla Trophy Winner Of Competition 72 
Male Voice Choir: Coisir Ceann An Tuirc;  
Killichronan Shield Winner Of Competition 
73 Mixed Choir:  Coisir Ghaidhlig An Eilein 
Mhuilich; 
Hilda Leslie Trophy Highest Gaelic Mark In 
Competition 73 Mixed Choir:  Coisir Ghaidhlig 
An Eilein Mhuilich;  
Isle Of Mull Gaelic Choir Baton Winner of 
Competition 74 Puirt A Beul:  Coisir Ghaidhlig 
An Eilein Mhuilich;  
Catherine Fletcher Memorial Trophy Most 
Expressive Performance in Competition 67 Solo:  
Stuart A Jackson, Lochaline.

ISLE OF Mull Gaelic Choir swept the 
board at its own two-day Mòd on the 
Saturday as they dominated the adult 
choral competitions.

The choir, under the baton of Eliza-
beth Jack, won the puirt-a-beul and 
the mixed voice competition and their 
ladies section won the ladies choir 
section.

The only other choir to get on the 
prize list was Còisir Ceann an Tuirc, 
who retained the Bentalla Trophy. 
Mull can claim victory in this com-
petition too, however, as Ceann an 
Tuirc is the Argyll male voice choir 
and features two Muileachs among its 
members.

But while the adults enjoyed silver-
ware success on Saturday, organisers 
were even more pleased with the 
junior entry of 280 on Friday, the 
largest entry in recent times, includ-
ing choirs from all the island schools, 
as well as Iona, Lochaline, Kilchoan 
and Acharacle.

The increase in junior competitors 
has been attributed to the work of the 
local Mòd committee, which has been 
visiting schools on Mull and Iona 
and across the water in Kilchoan and 
Lochaline.

Riona Whyte, secretary of Mòd Ion-
adach na Dreolluínn, said: ‘We were 
so pleased that we had representation 
from all the schools on the island, plus 
the nearby mainland communities.

‘The Mòd committee provided tu-

tors in these schools with the Mòd in 
mind, so that has obviously paid off.

‘It is important to get as many chil-
dren as possible involved because if 
they come to do an action song, they 
might enjoy it so much they want to 
come back to do a solo or a poem and 
it snowballs from there.

‘We are also getting a lot of support 
from the new headmaster at Tober-
mory High School, Craig Biddick, 
and this year the Mull Mod Club will 
be taking 25 youngsters to the Royal 
National Mòd in Dunoon, the most 
we have ever taken.

‘Tobermory was very busy on 
Friday and Saturday and I noticed a 
lot of visitors to the island coming in 
to see the competitions.’

Entries in most competitions were 
up on previous years, although the 

musician entries.
This was partly levelled out by 

the increase in piping competitors, 
thanks to tutor Neil MacCallum, who 
is also pipe major of Mull and Iona 
Pipe Band.

The band entertained visitors to 
the Mòd by playing underneath the 
clock tower and at the prizewinners’ 
evening concerts, which were stand-
ing room only. 

The main sponsors for the largest 
local Mòd in Argyll were Argyll and 
Bute Council, Bòrd na Gaidhlig and 
the Postcode Trust.

Mull choir 
dominates
island’s Mòd
Big junior entry to largest 

local Mòd in Argyll and Bute
Mull Gaelic Choir with its trophy haul from Saturday.

The action song group from Iona Primary School. 16_t37mullmod01

Dervaig Primary School performed an action song. 16_t37mullmod02
Lily Hargreaves, who attends 

Salen GMU, won the 9-10 years 
conversation.  16_t37mullmod09

Craignure’s Lily Howitt won the 
5-6 years solo. 16_t37mullmod11

Argyll Animal Aid

Christmas Fayre
Corran Hall

Sat. Nov. 24th 11am to 3pm
To book a table please phone 

Or download form from www.smallpaws.co.uk

Charity Shop
Thursday 13 and 

Friday 14 September
The Gallery

100 George Street, Oban
(Next to Coast)

Open Daily
10am – 4pm

All proceeds to Beatson Hospital, 
Glasgow and Anthony Nolan

Argyll Youth Theatre
Enrolment

For 2012-2013
Every Wednesday in 

September
Corran Halls 6-8pm

APPIN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY

Nouveaux Riches to 
Nouveaux Pauvres -

the story of the Macalpine-Downies:
Ian Macalpine-Leny

Saturday 15 September
Port Appin Hall   2.30pm

ALL WELCOME!
http://www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

Horse + Bamboo Theatre 
present

Angus - Weaver of Grass
Criagnish Village Hall, 

Ardfern
Friday 14th September 

8.00pm
Tickets £8/£5
01852 500746

www.wegottickets.com 

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Cèilidh in aid of Marie 
Curie Nurses 

St. John’s Cathedral
Saturday, 27th  

September,
7.30 p.m.
Supper

Lorn Garden Club meeting
Tuesday September 18th , 

7.15 for 7.30 
in St John’s Cathedral Hall

Patsy Dyer, former Horticultural 
Director of Organic Horticultural 
Therapy Project in Oxfordshire,

will speak on Therapy Gardening.
Refreshments including tea and 

home baking. 
Plant and seed swap

All very welcome
For more information contact 

Marlyn on 01866 822191

Three Lochs Book & Arts Festival 

20th/22nd September 2010
The Sunart Centre, Strontian

Also featuring comedians Hardeep Singh Kohli and Mark Steel
and a wide variety of Children’s Events.

For full programme and details of how to buy tickets, 
visit: www.threelochs.co.uk

or email: threelochs@gmail.com

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

what’s onguide
Friday 14 September> 8th Year birthday party
Coasters with Garry Innes and Norrie MacIver
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SUNSHINE greeted the crowds 
that turned out for this year’s 
Killin Agricultural Show, with 
scores cheering on the event’s 
unique triple challenge.

Inaugral event

each other in an unusual race. 

and eat a pie. 

downed a pint of lager.

Organiser, Charlie Grant, said: 

show. We had a lot of rain in 
the days leading up to the show, 

fantastic.

‘The events of the day helped 
too and the Triple Challenge 

even hardened lager drinkers 
could do it. 

year and we will do so again for 

ing.’
One side effect of the rain 

was that the cattle section was 

aspect of the show went ahead 
as planned, with the sheep sec

lack of cattle. 
The Colin Kennedy Trophy 

went to Messrs MacLarty, of 
Glentarken, who enjoyed a 

categories.
Meanwhile, over 20 vintage 

tractors were in attendance 
to take part in the restored 

New Killin Show event 

Success in show ring for Glentarken

More than 20 vintage tractors entered the vintage tractor competitions at Killin Show. 

There was more than a sense of fun about when Killin Drama Club turned up at this year’s Killin 
Agricultural Show. 

KILLIN SHOW  
RESULTS 2012
Kennedy Trophy:  Messrs MacLarty, 
Glentarken.
Sheep: 
Blackface  Sheep: 

MacLarty, Glentarken; 

Messrs MacLarty, Glentarken; 

Messrs MacLarty, Glentarken; 

Messrs MacLarty, Glentarken; 

Trophy: Messrs MacLarty, Glen
tarken; 

Messrs MacLarty, Glentarken; Best 

MacLarty, Glentarken; Best Sheep 

McKenzie; 

Natural Ewe:  Braes of Ardeonaig 
Cup: Messrs MacLarty, Glentarken;  

Sheep other than Blackface: 

Sheep: N Aitchison, Bovain;  Best 

Meggernie Estate;  Blackface:  

Meggernie Estate. 

Photography Cup:  Photography 

Bunty MacGregor Cup: Bunty Mac
Gregor; Produce Cup: Mairi Stewart 

Manning; Flower Cup:  The McNi
col Cup: Bunty MacGregor; 

DALMALLY SHOW 
RESULTS 2012
Cattle:
Trophies:The Craig Perpetual 

Benderloch; Challenge Cup pre

Knight Esq, Elgin: S Underwood; 
Special Prize: Bottle of whisky, 

Scottish Woodlands. Highland Cat

Strickland, Cladich Fold; 
OPEN CHAMPION: M Poland, 
Mottistone Fold; 

Fold. 
Trophies: Perpetual Challenge Cup 

Auchterarder: M Poland, Mottistone 
Fold; Crunachy Challenge Cup 

Kirkpatrick , Glengarnock Fold; 

tistone Fold;

Schuster, Glenkinglas Fold; lenstrae 

Benderloch; 

Trophies: The Lescraigie Perpetual 

S Underwood; Challenge cup for 

Blackface sheep : 

lands: 

Open Trophies: The perpetual chal

Son; The Blarghour perpetual chal

the Blackface Sheep Breeders As

Scottish Woodlands Ltd.

Poultry
Trophies: Achlian Perpetual Chal

ron Trophy: F Neilson; Perpetual 

Baking 
Trophies: Ardlea Perpetual Chal

Mrs C Henderson, Crianlarich along 

rial Prize of £25:

in the Baking Section, presented 

for the overall winner of the largest 

Trophy: The Tullich Challenge Tro

Trophies: The MacLennan Perpetual 

Horticulture 

M MacKenzie; Braeside Perpetual 

late E H Lascelles Esq. Kilchrenan: 
B Hay;The Glenview Perpetual 

Crooks and sticks:

Perpetual Challenge Tankard for 

Burns. 
Paintings and Drawings:
Trophies: Annual Challenge Cup for 

ily: S Lawson;

Trophies: The Children’s Trophy for 

late Mrs H Baney: L MacKechnie; 
The Upper Sonachan Cup for the 
overall winner of the largest classes 

and the late Sir Charles McGrigor: 

Dogs

the late Mrs M MacLurg: C Clews; 

Perpetual Challenge Trophy for 

Nolan; The MacLurg Perpetual 

Mrs M MacLurg: C MacPherson; 

Lorna Schuster Perpetual Challenge 

Proctor with Meg.

Highland Cattle 

Tordarroch Fold, Inverness Class 5 

Michael Poland. Class 8 Bull Calf, 

lan & E Lawrence; 2. Tordarroch 

Sydney & Maureen O’Hara. Class 

patrick; 2. McMillan & Lawrence; 

Commercial Beef Cattle

Crerar. 
Young Farmers Sheep:

Nicol; 2. A&G MacPherson. Class 

Blackface Sheep

MacMillan, Lurg; 2. E MacMillan, 

Poultry

H Petersone; HC. Mrs S Brighty. 

HC. Mrs S Brighty. Class 77 True 

Baking:

hon; HC. Penny A Miller. Class 92 

Irene Pert; HC. Penny A Miller. 

Kate Craig; HC. Caroline Manson. 

Nevison; HC. Kate Craig. Class 99 

Preserves 

Manson; HC. Miss L Henderson. 

Home Industries: 

Child’s Knitted Hooded Top (any 

Harvey, HC Penny A Miller; Any 

hon, HC Patricia Trehan; Wrapped 

Cogan, HC Trevor Baney. 
Horticulture

Hugh MacLeod; Twelve pea pods: 

May MacKenzie,  2 Hugh MacLeod, 

Brighty; Three garden turnips (not 

zie, 2 Hugh MacLeod; Collection of 

Hugh MacLeod; Vase of gladioli, 

MacLeod; Vase of nine sweet pea 

Floral Art:

McGrigor; A Kilted Gents Button: 

Crooks and sticks:
Shepherd’s crook, natural wood 

Walking stick, horn head – open: 

Children’s Classes:

win, HC Col Aditya; A Potato Print: 

Ella MacKechnie;  A painting of 

MacKechnie, 2 Laurel McCulloch, 

Painting & Drawing: 

Photography : 

Stephen Lawson, 2 Birgit Kucharze

Jamie MacTavish, Arrochar, 
with his champion Andalusian 

Bantam. 16_t36dalmally03

Alpacas Angelina and 
Darcy were a star attraction, 

especially with the youngsters. 
16_t36dalmally10

Argyll Brass provided on-field musical entertainment throughout 
the day at Dalmally Show. 16_t36dalmally09

Dalmally Show president Dan 
McLaughlin assists Ronnie 

Campbell during the auction. 
16_t36dalmally16
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01631 568021
Business

Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

FARMERS throughout Scotland 
are in more debt than ever before 
– collectively owing banks over 
£1,670 million.

Figures announced last week 
reveal that the outstanding bal-
ance due to banks as of May 31 
is 3.5 per cent higher than the 
previous year.

This is the third year in a 
row that the debt of Scottish 
agriculture has risen, despite 

the economy.
Most of the advances to agri-

culture went to owner-occupier 
farmers, with the remaining 11 
per cent to tenant farmers, 
agricultural contractors and 
livestock salesmen.

Scottish farm debt 
burden rises

FIVE Argyll businesses will 
feature in this year’s Highlands 
and Islands Food and Drink 

Tobermory Fish Company from 
the Isle of Mull features twice in 
the nominations: Independent 
Food and Drink Retailer of the 
Year and the Young Shining Star 
Award.

The latter nomination has come 
from the work of staff member 
Sally Swinbanks.

The other businesses shortlist-
ed are Bruichladdich Distillery 
for the Best Drink Award, The 
Puffer Bar and Restaurant for 
the Best Other Eatery Award.

The Isle of Eriska Hotel and 
The Whitehouse Restaurant 
in Lochaline will battle it out 
for the Restaurant of the Year 

establishments.
The shortlist comprises 44 

entries, who will compete for 11 
awards at the ceremony in the 
Drumossie Hotel, Inverness on 
October 19.

Five reach finals 
of Highlands and 
Island Food and 
Drink awards

BUSINESS DESK 
01631 568021

invest more than £3 million in 
cutting edge technology to be-
come one of the most advanced 
facilities in Europe.

Meridian Salmon Group 
is putting the money into an 
innovative new water recircula-
tion system at its hatchery in 
Furnace.

The site will reduce its 
intake of water from the nearby 

Leacann Burn by around 90 per 
cent when the new equipment 
goes live.

This is a water saving which 
is the equivalent of more than 
seven Olympic size swimming 
pools per day.

Richard Polanski, Hatchery 
Manager at Furnace, said: “We 
are all very excited about this 
technology, which means we 
will be at the very forefront in 

salmon aquaculture. 
 “While we were keen to 

develop a system which greatly 
reduces the amount of fresh 
water we use, the new system 
is about providing the correct 

 “We are now able to keep our 
fry and smolts in a safe environ-
ment, where we can keep track 
of them better than before and 
all aspects of our operations 

controlled.”
Furnace is a freshwater sites, 

where salmon eggs are hatched 
and nurtured through to smolt 
stage, when they are ready to be 
transferred to seawater.

The new technology will make 
it possible for Salmon to reach 
sale size earlier and healthier, 
by allowing greater control over 
all water parameters.

Managing Director Mark 
Warrington added: “We have a 
clear focus on putting ourselves 
at the forefront of innovation. 

‘That allows us to maintain 
our key role in the sector but 
also allows us to underpin our 
commitment to supporting and 
safeguarding communities on 
the west coast who rely heavily 
on the contribution of salmon 
farming.

‘The entire salmon sector in 
Scotland is a highly regulated 
and highly responsible sector 
and I believe other farmers will 
adopt similar methods once they 
see the success of our project.’

The construction works, being 
carried out by D A MacDonald 
Contractors Ltd, have now 
commenced and the project is 
expected to be become opera-
tional in early 2013.

Fish farm to invest £3 million in cutting edge technology

DM MacKinnon have been 
promoted to associates.

Louise Fraser specialises in 
employment law and, since 

-
tices conveyancing, while Laura 
Russell is a court practitioner 
specialising in crime and family 
cases. 

Louise is a native of Oban 
and worked in DM MacKinnon 
before completing an acceler-
ated law degree at Glasgow 
University. 

Prior to returning to DM 
MacKinnon to take up a position 
as a solicitor in 2010, Louise 
trained in a large commercial 

all aspects of employment law, 
both contentious and non-con-
tentious. 

Laura Russell studied law 
at Edinburgh University 
and worked for several years in 
a busy court practice in Livings-
ton. 

She moved to Oban in Octo-
ber 2010 to take up the post of 
solicitor with DM MacKinnon. 

She regularly appears at Oban 
and Fort William Sheriff 
courts.

Laura said: ‘I am delighted 
to accept my appointment as 

‘My work is varied and 
rewarding and I enjoy working 
here very much. I am proud 
to be recognised as a valued 
member of our team and look 
forward to many more years 
with DM MacKinnon.’

Partner, Karen MacAllister, 
says the appointments recognise 
the pair’s success within the 

their abilities.
She said: ‘I am delighted 

that Louise and Laura – who 
between them cover a wealth 
of specialisms – have been 
promoted. 

‘DM MacKinnon is a forward 

the importance of continually 
investing in and developing its 
staff to allow them to mature, 
grow and further enhance the 
level of service we provide to 
clients.’ Louise Fraser, left, and Laura Russell have been promoted to associates with Oban legal firm, DM MacKinnon Solicitors. 15_t37solic1

Oban legal 

solicitors to 
associates

NANCY Black’s of Oban 

new owners Sean and Karina 
Oszanca-Jameson during West 
Highland Yachting Week 
(WHYW).

An evening invitation to 
WHYW competitors to enjoy a 
glass of bubbly and look round 
the newly stocked shop was well 
received with Sean and Karina 
and the Nancy  Black’s sales 

team on hand to welcome and 
give advice. 

Sean said: ‘We are really ex-
cited at taking over such a well 
respected chandlery business 
and have had a good season so 
far. 

‘We hope to expand on our 
products range both marine and 
outdoor and are always willing 
to try and source any products 
that we don’t have in stock.’

The Nancy Blacks team, from left: Caroline MacNiven, 
Karina Oszanca-Jameson, Kathleen Nicolson, Rosie Jameson 

holding Charlie Bear  and Sean Jameson. t37blacks1no

Well known west coast 
chandlery business 
under new ownership

A SMALL Scottish bakery based 
on the Isle of Mull is reaching 
international markets thanks to 
burgeoning demand for organic 
products.

Island Bakery Organics was 
formed by Joe and Dawn Reade 
in Tobermory in 1994 with 
the assistance of The Princes 
Scottish Youth Business Trust.

baker but in 2001 Joe and Dawn 
decided to expand the bakery to 
sell products outside of Mull.

This expansion involved the 
creation of a line of organic, 
handmade biscuits. By 2005, the 
sale of biscuits had overtaken the 
rest of the business, and Island 
Bakery Organics sold the bread 
bakery and focused on their 
award-winning treats.

The pair now have a new 
contract with Marks and Spen-
cer and increasing overseas 
orders for their range of organic 
biscuits.

Last week, representatives 
from the Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) visited the 
business as part of their tour of 
the island.

Joe Reade said: ‘We were de-
lighted to be able to show our new 
bakery to HIE’s management 
last Tuesday, and demonstrate 
what their invaluable assistance 
had helped to create. 

‘We’re looking forward to the 
next few years, with plenty of new 
challenges and new products.’
HIE has worked with the 
business since the beginning, 
offering specialist advice on 
marketing and achieving Marks 
and Spencer quality standards.
Douglas Cowan, HIE’s Area 
Manager for Argyll and the Is-
lands said: ‘Island Bakery is pro-
ducing an excellent product and 
it is easy to see why the biscuits 
are appealing to major retailers 
and international buyers. 

‘We are pleased to help the 
business grow and achieve its 
ambitions.’

Organic 
proves key 
to success 
for Mull 
bakery

A NEW Campbeltown tele-marketing 
business is hoping to employ 15 people 
after launching last month.

Exsellerate is owned and run by Kenny 
McInnes from Tayinloan and is based 
in the town’s Hazelburn Business Park.
Kenny is no stranger to this type of 
business having previously worked in 
tele-marketing in Scotland, Ireland and 
Boston.  While the core business will be 
from the south of England, the company 
says it is developing several innovative 

projects closer to home. And because the 
company uses internet telephony, there 
are opportunities for home working using 
a computer.

Kenny says this will offer opportunities 
to parents, those who cannot travel or are 
housebound to embark on a new career. 
He said: ‘I am delighted to be able to open 
this new business in Campbeltown.  I’d 
like to hear from anyone who is looking 
for a new career and wants to be a part of 
our sales focussed team.’

Kintyre telemarketing company 
to expand home-working

ARGYLL businesses are to be granted 
£710,000 from a Scottish Government 
fund that supports rural projects.

New farming entrants across Scot-

boost as part of the latest round of 
Rural Priorities funding, worth more 
than £20 million in total. 

Job creation 
This support will protect and create 

around 1,200 jobs across Scotland and 
brings the total amount distributed 
through the scheme to almost £550 
million since its launch in 2008.

Around £710,000 will be invested 
in eight projects in Argyll, backing a 
range of schemes to support business 
development and rural enterprise 
across the region.

Rural Affairs Secretary Richard 
Lochhead said: ‘I am delighted that 
almost £5 million of this funding is 

targeted at supporting new entrants 
to farming, a key priority which the 
Government has outlined to enhance 
the future of Scottish agriculture. 

Argyll projects approved in this 
round include Corachie Clematis Gar-
den Centre in Bridge of Awe, which 
has been awarded £51,408 to help 
establish a wood fuel micro-business 
for local domestic supply. 

The project will involve building a 
new timber processing and storage 
shed and poly tunnel and purchasing 
machinery to process and package 
logs. 

Skipness Estates, Tarbert, has been 
awarded £127,159 to develop a smoke-
house for its seafood business. 

The project will involve using 
redundant buildings to create the 
smokehouse and provide upgraded 
equipment. 

Argyll business gain 
rural projects’ funding

A NEW Scottish aviation award 
has been won by the chief of the 
airline operating in the High-
lands and islands.

Scott Grier, chairman of 

a newly created annual Baird of 
Bute Society Scottish Aviation 
Award.

The award will be presented 
each year to an individual who 

-
tion to aviation in Scotland and 
in so doing provides an inspira-
tion to the youth of Scotland.

Mr Grier said: ‘I am absolutely 
delighted to be given this award, 
which commemorates the father 

‘I take the award as recognition 
of Loganair’s success. No other 
airline has operated for nearly as 
long under its original name. 

‘During the lifetime of Loga-
nair, at least 50 Scottish-based 
airlines and aviation companies 
have come and gone, but we’re 
still here and thriving.’

The Baird of Bute Society was 
formed to honour the memory 
and historic achievements of 
Andrew Blain Baird, a humble 
blacksmith and son of Bute, who 
in September 1910, on Bute, 

in an aeroplane of his own design 
and construction.

Baird of Bute 
award won 
by chief of 
Loganair

THIS OCTOBER’s  world-famous 
bull sales held by United Auctions 

name of Stirling Bull Sales in place of 
the current Perth Bull Sales.

UA have taken the decision to update 

Stirling location.
The event, established in Perth in 

1865, takes place annually in Febru-
ary, May and October and attracts 
more than 22,000 UK and interna-
tional visitors each year.

The sales were transferred to Stir-
ling in 2009 as part of the company’s 
amalgamation of its Perth and Stirling 
businesses into a single centre of 
operation at the new Stirling Agricul-
tural Centre.

While it made sense to retain the 
internationally recognised brand at 
that time, it has become clear that 

the name creates misunderstanding 
regarding where the sales actually 
take place as well as ambiguity in how 
to refer to them. 

David Leggat, executive chairman 
of UA, said: ‘We are incredibly proud 
of the Perth element of the bull sales’ 
heritage, which is held dear to many 
people, including myself. 

‘However, the event has been known 
anecdotally as the Stirling sales since 
they moved here nearly three years 
ago and we feel the time is right to 

location.’
The company stress that the format 

and all other aspects of the sales will 
remain the same.

The new brand comes into im-

Stirling Bull Sales being held from 
October 22 - 24 2012.

World famous bull sales alter branding to 
reflect change of location to Stirling centre

SCOTTISH new car sales rose 
nearly 10 per cent in August, 
according to year-on-year latest 

-
tor Manufacturers and Traders 
(SMMT).

Sales increased across all nine 
Scottish regions, with Strath-
clyde showing the largest gain, 
followed closely by Grampian. 

follow a rise of 24 per cent in 
new car sales year on year in 
July compared with a rise of 9.3 
per cent for the rest of the UK.

Scottish new 
car sales figures 
continue to rise  

Meridian Salmon
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MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF MOORINGS: 

CANNA HARBOUR
Notice is hereby given that Canna Community 
Moorings Association has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 
4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
the installation of ten commercial moorings at:

Description
Location

Canna
Harbour, Isle 

of Canna

Latitude
Co-ordinates

57°03.393’N
57°03.387’N
57°03.372’N
57°03.348’N
57°03.323’N
57°03.305’N
57°03.290’N
57°03.279’N
57°03.271’N
57°03.265’N

Longitude
Co-ordinates

06°29.641’W
06°29.686’W
06°29.721’W
06°29.729’W
06°29.718’W
06°29.687’W
06°29.650’W
06°29.610’W
06°29.567’W
06°29.522’W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at The Square, Isle of Canna, PH44 
4RS.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.
gov.uk, quoting reference: FKB/J194

Canna Community Moorings Association, c/o 
Ms Julie McCabe, Secretary, The Square, Isle of 
Canna, PH44 4RS

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MOORING: LOCH NA CILLE

Notice is hereby given that Mr Kennedy has applied to 
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
installing a private mooring at:

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspect-

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environ-
mental issues in respect of the application should be 
made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/J195

Description Latitude Longitude
Location Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

Loch na Cille 56 15.44’N 005 29.332’W

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Neil MacDonald is applying 
to the Crofters Commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 5 
Kilerivagh, Creagorry, Isle of 
Benbecula to Neil Campbell, 
2 Kilerivagh, Creagorry, Isle 
of Benbecula. If you have an 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NE (e-mail 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk) within 28 days 
from the publication of the 
advert. Please note that 
any comments you provide 
are part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

Autism Argyll

AGM
Lochfyne Hotel, 

Inveraray
Wednesday 19th 

September, 
10am

Tel. 01546 600004
autism.argyll@me.com

Boundary Commission for Scotland
Sixth Review of UK Parliament Constituencies
Revised Proposals – Argyll and Bute and Highland council areas
We have published our Revised Proposals for UK Parliament constituencies
in Scotland for public consultation until 7 November 2012. Our proposals
can be inspected on our website www.bcomm-scotland.independent.gov.uk
and at the following locations:
• Argyll & Bute Council Headquarters, Kilmory Castle, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT
• Customer Services, Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay,

Bute PA20 9HQ
• Customer Services, Dalriada House, Colchester Square, Lochgilphead PA31 8LH
• Customer Services, Campbeltown Servicepoint, Burnet Building, St John

Street, Campbeltown PA28 6BJ
• Customer Services, Municipal Building, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AW
• Customer Services, 22 Hill Street, Dunoon PA23 7AP
• Customer Services, Islay Service Point, Jamieson Street, Bowmore, Isle of

Islay PA43 7HP
• Customer Services, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull PA75 6PX
• Customer Services, The Business Centre, Crossapol, Isle of Tiree PA77 6UP
• Customer Services, Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, Helensburgh

G84 8BP
• Highland Council Offices, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX
• Lochaber House, High Street, Fort William PH33 6EL
• Council Offices, Dingwall IV15 9QN

• 24 High Street, Tain IV19 1AE
• Area Office, Market Square, Wick KW1 4AB
• Council Offices, Drummuie, Golspie KW10 6TA
• 23 Church Street, Inverness IV1 1DY
• Nairn Service Point, The Court House, High Street, Nairn IV12 4AU
• Tigh-na-Sgire, Park Lane, Portree IV51 9HD
• Council Offices, Ruthven Road, Kingussie PH21 1EJ

Comments on these proposals can be submitted by e-mail to
comments@scottishboundaries.gov.uk or by using the comments facility on
our website, or in writing to us at Thistle House, 91 Haymarket Terrace,
Edinburgh EH12 5HD.

The Gas (Calculation of Thermal Energy) 
Regulations 1996

Notice is hereby given that, in pursuance of Regulation 8 of the Gas 

natural gas supplied by Scotland Gas Networks (part of the Scotia Gas 
Networks group) on and after 28/09/2012 shall be set out in the schedule.

Schedule

In the Strathclyde Region:
Part of the Local Authority District of Argyll and Bute

Dated 31/08/2012
By Authority of Scotland Gas Networks

Annual
General Meeting

To be held on 
Wednesday 19th September 2012

commencing at 2.00pm
in the Argyll Hotel, Inveraray

All members are invited to attend

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/01596/PP Erection of conservatory. Cnoc Lodge Appin Argyll and 
Bute PA38 4BQ 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/01606/PPP Sub-division of existing site and erection of 
new dwellinghouse.

Keepers Cottage Benderloch 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1QS 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/01666/PP Erection of 50 kW wind turbine (30.6 metres 
high to blade tip)

Sgriob Ruadh Farm Glengorm 
Road Glengorm Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA75 6QD 

Tobermory Area 
Office

12/01689/PP Alterations and extensions to dwellinghouse 
and erection of double garage/car port.

Dunoran North Connel Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA37 1QX 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/01811/PP Installation of 51 metre x 2.2 metre pontoon 
for Kerrera commuting use

Kerrera Side Pontoon Kerrera 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4SX 

Oban Area Office

12/01812/PP Installation of 51 metre x 2.2 metre pontoon 
for Kerrera commuting use

Mainland Side Pontoon Kerrera 
Ferry Oban Argyll and Bute

Oban Area Office

12/01895/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
09/01072/DET (erection of dwellinghouse).

Land Adjacent to Collaig Cottage 
Kilchrenan Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/01855/PP Installation of external flue 34 Bay View Port Wemyss Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute PA47 7SU

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

MULL HOUSING 
NEEDS SURVEY
In order to plan for the future, Argyll & Bute Council are undertaking a 
survey to establish unmet need for housing on the island of Mull. We believe 
that there have been changes in the local housing market over the last two or 
three years and therefore we plan to gather fresh evidence. This will involve 
a telephone survey of local households.

Your participation in this survey is hugely important to help the Council and 
partners understand how housing needs can best be met.

The Council’s approved consultants, Research Resources, will be available 
throughout September and October 2012 to complete a strictly confidential 
telephone interview at a time of your choice.

To volunteer to participate in this survey, please contact Lorna Shaw, 
Research Resource on 0141 641 6410 / 0141 641 6514 or email 
lorna.shaw@researchresource.co.uk Research Resource, 17B Main Street, 
Cambuslang G72 7EX.

For further information regarding the survey or Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Local Housing Strategy please contact Allan Brandie, Research & Development 
Officer, on 01369 70 8679, or by email at allan.brandie@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE,
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

12/02965/FUL The Underwater Centre
Marine Walk, Carmichael
Way, Fort William

Siting of 4 No. temporary
portakabins for 3 years
(renewal of
09/00215/FULLO)

Time period for comments is 14 days

12/03111/FUL 23 Leven Road
Kinlochleven

Change from dwelling
house to guesthouse

12/03200/FUL Marine Harvest
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate
Lochyside
Fort William

Extension to building to
create a fish filleting
process line and erection
of equipment store

12/03223/PIP Plot 3, Former Caravan Site
Faichem, Invergarry

Erection of house

12/03281/FUL Hill Crest, Argyll Road
Fort William

Alterations and extension
to house

12/03311/FUL Land to West of Rhu Mhor
Curtaig
Morar

Section 42 application to
develop the land approved
under permission
11/00122/FUL for a house
and access in the vicintity
of Rhu Mor , Curtaig,
Morar without complying
with condition 4 of that
permission and that part of
condition 6 that refers to
plan 5 of 6

12/03319/PIP Land 60M North East of
Glenancross, Morar

Erection of house (Plot 1)

12/03320/PIP Land 50M NE of
Glenancross, Morar

Erection of house (Plot 2)

12/03321/PIP Land 85M South East of
Glenancross, Morar

Erection of house (Plot 3)

12/03322/PIP Land 80M SW of
Glenancross, Morar

Erection of house (Plot 4)

12/03362/FUL House Plot 14, Land 180M
North East of 2 Fassfern
Cottages, Fassfern,
Kinlocheil, Fort William

Erection of garage

12/03372/FUL Nevisport, High Street
Fort William

Alterations to form roof
terrace cafe

DALMALLY 
United Auctions
SuffolkX: £65.50  Glenshellach 
£63.50  Cour Grazings, Fort Wil-
liam £60.50 Blarmafoldach, Fort 
William.
TexelX: £71.00  & £69.00  Tulloch-
can  £66.50  Shielling, Castlebay : 
£65.00  Glenshellach & Tullochcan  
£64.00  5 Kilvaree  £62.50  Bal-
liemeanoch  £62.00  Tullochcan & 
Craigmore  £61.00  15 Cleat, Barra : 
£60.50  Stroneskar  £60.00  Baluac-
rach, Leachive & Blackmount.
BeltexX: £63.50 Whitegates, 
Lochgilphead
CheviotX: £67.50 83 Borve, Castle-
bay : £58.00  92 Borve, Castlebay.
Cross: £56.00  Baluachcrach.
Mule: £57.00  Tirfuir, Lismore.
Blackface: £62.00  Achnaba  
£58.00  2 Treslaig, Fort William  
£54.00  Lephinkill  £53.50  Cor-
rylorn £53.00  Glenfeochan Estate  
£51.50  Keilator & Musdale  £51.00  
Littleport £50.00  Bragleenmore.
Prices per kilo
SuffolkX: 196p  Tirfuir, Lis-
more  192p  Glenshellach  190p  
Tirfuir,Lismore.
TexelX: 208p  Blackmount  207p, 
203p & 197p  Tullochcan  196p 
Tirfuir.
BeltexX: 181p  White 
Gates,Lochgilphead.
CheviotX: 194p Barrachander.
Blackface: 172p  Achnaba  170p  
Littleport & Killundine Estate  
169p  Glenstrae Farmers  167p  
Corrylorn : 165p  Bragleenbeg  
164p  Corrylorn  162p  Colquhalzie 
Farms & Tullochcan  161p  Bra-
gleenmore & Glenfeochan Estate  
160p Littleport.

OBAN
Caledonian 
Marts
Bullocks:
0-250kgs £460 & 200p Ardiona:
251-300kgs £680 Inchaig & 241p 
Ruaig:
301-350kgs £770 Ruaig & 235p 
Ardachy:
351-400kgs £850 Ardachy & 219p 
Tyree:
401-450kgs  £970 & 216p Tyree:
451-500kgs £900 & 186p Balmack-
illichan
501-550kgs £990 & 194p 
Stroneskar
Heifers:
0-250kgs £365 & 156p Tirfuir:
251-300kgs £530 & 183 Ardiona:
301-350kgs £630 Achnaba & 235p 
Ardachy:
351-400kgs £1120 & 284p 
Achnaba:
401-450kgs £850 & 193p Fidden:
451-500kgs £1040 & 224p 
Achnaba:
Breeding cattle
Limousin cow with bull calf: £1450 
Fidden
Simmental cow with heifer calf 
£1120 Fidden 
Bulling heifers £910 Fuinary; 
In Calf cows: £580 Drimnin Estate; 
£680 Ardriona:
Sheep
Lambs:
Suffolk: Tiragoil £51; Drimnin 
£49;  
Texel: Barbreck £56.50; Largie-
chonibeg £55.50; 
Cross: Baravalla £52; Lagganulva 
£50; Cheviot: Claonaig £46; Caila-
ich £44.50; 
Beltex: Tiragoil £59; 
Blackface: Shellachan £45; Tiragoil 
£42:
Ewes:
Texel: Largiechoniebeg £67, £64; 
Cheviot: Annat £51; 
Mule: Claonaig £50.50; 
Cross: Mingary £39; 
Blackface: Glenstrae Farms £40; 
Claonaig £35

Oban
Caledonian 
Marts
Lambs:  
Suffolk:  £72 Ballimackillichan, 
Lismore; £68 Achenreir Farm, Bar-
caldine; £66 Dalvore, Kilmichael 
and Barcaldine Home Farm and 
Auchenellan, Lochgilphead.
Texel:  £76 Barcaldine Home Farm; 
£71.50 Laggan, Lismore; £70.50 

-
roibh, Lismore; £68 Achadhbeag, 
Mull.
Mule:  £63.50 Frackersaig, Lismore; 
£60.50 Achuran, Lismore; £55 
Dalvore, Kilmichael.
Cheviot:  £67 Tyree, Benderloch; 
£66 Park, Oban; £63 Dalvore, 

-
more; £57 56 Tangasdale, Barra.
Beltex: £66.50 Achuran, Lismore; 
£60 Acharonich, Ardfern, Upper 
Largie, Kilmartin.
Cross: £62.50 Iochdar, Mull; £60 
Barranrioch, Oban and Tyree, 
Benderloch; £57.50 Tyree, Bender-
loch; £55.50 103 Borve, Barra.
Feeding ewes:
Texel: £94 Fanmore, Mull
Texel X:  £84, £83 Barcaldine 
Home Farm 
Suffolk:  £88.50 Barcaldine Home 
Farm
Suffolk X:  £85.50 Tyree, Bender-
loch; 
Cheviot: £76 Dalvore, Kilmichael
Mule: £67 Strontollier, Oban
Blackface: £40 Turnault, Lochgil-
phead.

OBAN
Caledonian 
Marts  
Lambs:
Suffolk:  £67 Mingary, Mull; £64.50 
Fiart, Lismore; £64 Ballimackil-
lichan, Lismore; Frackersaig, 
Lismore; Tirfuir, Lismore:
Texel:  £68 Achnacreemore; £66.50 
Tirfuir, Lismore; £66 Barbreck; £65 
Baligarve, Lismore; £65 Ardlarach, 
Luing:
Cross:£60.50 Oban Seil; £58 Mid, 
Lismore; £58 Achaleven; £58 3 
Ballygrundle, Lismore; £57 Tirfuir, 
Lismore:
Cheviot:  £64 Ballard, Coll; £60.50 
Drimnin; £57.50 Aird; £57.50 78 
Borve, Barra; £55 141 Bervig, 

£55 Ardencaple & Scammadale:
Blackface:  £60 Homesteads; £46 
Tyree; £41.50 Mingary, Mull; 
£40.50 Dunach; £40 Mingary, 
Mull:
Ewes:
Cheviot: £65 Ballard, Coll; £63 
Iochdar, Mull; £60 Ballard, Coll; 
£59 Pennygown:
Cross:£50 Port Castle, Lismore; 
£43 Scammadale:
Blackface: £39 Torosay Deer Farm 
South, Mull; £39 Iochdar, Mull; 
£38 Creag-A-Mhadaidh:

OBAN
Caledonian 
Marts
Suffolk: £62 & £59 Tirfuir, 
Lismore; £56 Slaterich, Kerrera; 
£55.50 & £53 Drimnin Estates:
Texel: £63.50 Baligarve, Lismore; 
£59.50, £58.50, £55 Stalker Cot-
tage; £54.50 Achnacone:
Cross: £58 Achnacone; £57 
Slaterich, Kerrera; £56 Balure, 
Lismore; £52 Hillview; £49 Poltal-
loch Farms:
Cheviot: £62 Stalker Cottage; 
£59.50 Drimnin Estates; £55 Ar-
dentrive, Kerrera; £54.50 Rhulios, 
Barra; £54.50 Kinlochlaich; £54 2 
Allasdale, Barra; £53.50 Cailaich, 
Mull:
Blackface:   £51 Woodside Croft; 
£50.50 Clachan Farms; £50 Wood-
side Croft; £45.50 Scammadale; 
£44.50 Creag-A-Mhadaidh:
Ewes:
Cheviot: £63 Stalker Cottage; £62 
Dunach Estates; £51 Rhulios:
Continental: £51 Ardentrive:
Mule: £52 Lagganulva, Mull:
Cross: £48 Barguillean:
Blackface: £45 Dunach Estates; 
£43 Ederline Estates:

LOCHBOISDALE 
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £69.00  409/410 Smer-
clate £67.50  88 Bualadubh  £65.50 
287 Kilpheder  £64.50  330 North 
Boisdale and 348 North Boisdale  
£61.50 88 Bualadubh  £61.00 426 
North Lochboisdale.
TexelX: £68.00  6 Rhughasinish  
£65.50  383 Garrynamonie & 
3 Howbeg  £64.50  11 Carinish 
£63.50 383 Garrynamonie  £63 
Garrynamonie (JA MacDonald) 
£61.50  442 North Lochboisdale  
£61 325 North Boisdale.
BeltexX: £71, £66 & £61.50  6 
Rhughasinish.
CharollaisX: £63.00  6 Rhughas-
inish £60.50  88 Bualadubh.
CheviotX: £60.50  348 North 
Boisdale.
Cross: £61.50 – 355 North Bois-
dale.
Mule: £66 301 Kilpheder  £61.50  5 
Howmore.
Blackface: £52 and £50 – 442 North 
Lochboisdale. 
Ewes
TexelX: £71 409/410 Smerclate.
Cross: £64 15 Carinish
Blacface: £40 Clachan Ormiclate.

LOCHMADDY 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Wedder lambs: 
SuffolkX: Dunskellar, £72.50, 
3 Hosta, £71.50, 3 Hougharry, 
Lochmaddy, £71; 
TexelX: 6 Dunganichy, Sandhill 
Farm, Berneray, and Crois Moirag, 
£68, Failte, Backhill, £67, 17A 
Liniclate, Benbecula, £65; 
Cheviot: 15 Grenitote, Sollas, 
£67.50, Dunskellar, £62, 5 Bale-
martin, Lochmaddy, £61.50; 
Cross: Dunskellar, £67.50, 2 Sollas, 
£60; 
Blackface: Sidinish, £52, 20 
Knockintorran, Bayhead, and 
30 Liniclate Muir, £48, 3 Island 
Flodda, Benbecula, £46.
Ewe lambs: 
Cheviot: 24 Liniclate, £64, North 
Uist Estate, £61, Uachdar, Cre-
agorry, £58; 
TexelX: 9 Malaglate, Lochmaddy, 
£54.50, Kyles Flodda, Benbecula, 
£52.50; 
Cross: 7 Minish, Lochmaddy, and 
30 Liniclate, £49.50; 
Blackface: 30 Liniclate, £48.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
North West Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Torgria-
nach, Ullapool, £67.50; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – 67 Strathca-
naird, Ullapool, £66. 
Inverness and South: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Upper 
Gartally, Drumnadrochit, £58.50; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – Upper 
Gartally, £57. 
Black Isle and Mid Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Innis-a-
Chro, Muir of Ord, £57.50; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – Carnoch, 
Strathconon, £54. Easter Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – 3 Broom-
hill, Delny, £64; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – 1 Ash Hill, 
Evanton, £56. Wester Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – 11 
Stirkhill, Inverasdale, £63; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – 34 Midtown, 
Inverasdale, £52.50. Mid Suther-
land: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – 84 Inch-
cape, Rogart, £66; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – Ardgayhill, 
Ardgay, £66. East Sutherland: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Proncy 
Farm, Dornoch, £66.50; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – Proncy Farm, 
£64. North West Sutherland: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – 19 
Durine, Durness, £59. Skye and 
Outer Isles: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – 1 and 2 
Ose, 
Isle of Skye, £63; 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – 1 and 2 Ose, 
£63.50.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg Poltalloch £480, 
216.20p; 
251-300kgs Ashkirktown £660, 
219.30p; 
301-350kgs Hall £780, 230.10p; 

Laigh Alticane 225.20p; 
401-450kgs Cumnock House £970, 
227.70p; 
451-500kgs Cumnock house £1045, 
Laigh Alticane 218.90p; 
501-550kgs Wester Melville £1170, 
220.80p; 

216.50p; 
601-650kgs Easter Garden £1360, 
213p.
Heifers
Up to 250kg  Escart £440, Ashkirk-
town 204.30p; 
251-300kgs Auchneight £545, 
Craiglaw 192.70p; 
301-350kgs Little Bennane £665, 

£880,221.10p; 
401-450kgs Goodtrees £920, 
224.40p; 
451-500kgs Wester Melville £970,
Dalquharn 205.20p; 

501-550kgs Burnbrae £1130, 
220.30p; 
551-600kgs Glenartney £1000, 
Sunwick 176.90p; 
Cows
Montquhanie (BBX) £1565, 
194.70p; The Ross (AAX) £1430, 
Montquhanie 174.30p; West Friar-
ton (SImX) £1330, Montquhanie 
158.50p; Montquhanie (BLX) 
£1250, 171.40p; Pirleyhill (BSX) 
£1190, 186.40p; Beannie (LimX) 
£1150, 176.90p; Meikle Camoquhill 
(Mont) £1150, 141.70p
OTM Bulls
Binn (Char) £1680, 135.70p; 
Ashkirktown (Lim) £1287, 155.90p; 
Whitsomelaws £1140, 163.20p; 
Woodend (HF) £1095, 139.70p. 
Sheep 
Tandlemuir (BF) £54.50, Dall 
(BF) £53.50, Keilator (BF) £53.50, 
Corrie Muckloch (BF) £52.50; 
Glenhead (BtexX) £60, Braes of 
Greenoch (BtexX) £58; Balgowan 
(SuffX) £74, Blairnairn (SuffX) 
£72, Ballymenach (SuffX) £70.50; 
Balgowan (TexX) £75, Kilberry 
(TexX) £68.50, Ashintully (TexX) 
£68, Ballochgair (TexX) £68; Lang-
fauld (CharX) £67.50; Harplaw 
(Mule) £64.50, Ashintully (Mule) 
£62, Garvie (Mule) £61.50

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks;
251-300kg – 3 Balcharn, Lairg, 
£590, 200p; 
301-350kg – Midburn, Lochussie, 
£640, 193.9p; 
351-400kg – 2 Lochend, £800, 265 
Tubeg, 200p; 
401-450kg – Barrock Mains, Wick, 
£860, 192p; 
451-500kg – Barrock Mains, £900, 
193.6p; 
501-550kg – 98 Midtown, £810; 
551-600kg – Easter Urray Farm, 
179.6p. 
Heifers
251-300kg – Farr Bay House, Bet-
tyhill, £445, Midburn, 169.9p; 
301-350kg – Leanach Farm, Cul-
loden Moor, £610, 179.4p; 
351-400kg – 265 Tubeg, £675, 
Midburn, 177.5p; 
401-450kg – Balloan, £825, 186.2p; 
451-500kg – Barrock Mains, £920, 
185.9p.
Young bulls 
251-300kg – 251 Torrisdale, Thurso, 
£430, 146.8p
Cows with heifer calf at foot: AA 
– Lower Dalnaclach, £620.
Cows with bull calf at foot: LimX 
– Croft of Clune, £720; AA – Ar-
madale, £700.
In-calf cows: Sho – 98 Midtown, 
£1000; BBX – 2 Lochend, £ 940; 
SimX – 2 Lochend, £880;   AAX 
– 2 Lochend, £560; Lim – 2 Lo-
chend, £480.
In-calf Heifers: SimX – 2 Lochend, 
£800.
Breeding Bulls: Lim – HI – The 
Croft, Moss Side, £800.
OTM heifers and bullocks: 
Stemster, Wick, (LimX blk), £990; 
Belladrum Mill, Kiltarlity, (SimX 
hfr), £970; 3 Strathnaver, Kinbrace, 
(SaX blk), £950; Station Farm, 
Scotscalder, (CharX hfr), £890; 
Achterneed, Strathpeffer, (Sim 
blk), £890.
OTM prime: Ballone, (CharX), 
£1,230; Pitmain Farm, Kingussie, 
(BBX), £1,210; Drumbuie, (AAX), 
£1,170; 15 Cove, Inverasdale, 
(SimX), £1,130; 8 Acres, Daviot, 
(AA), £1,110. 
OTM feeding: Druim Temple Croft, 
(SimX), £870; Stemster (AAX), 
£830; Drumbuie, (GA), £810; 251 
Torrisdale, (Lim), £810.
Prices per kg
OTM heifers and bullocks: Achtern-
eed, (Lim blk), 184.5p; Achterneed, 
(Sim blk), 176.2p; Station Farm, 
(CharX hfr), 167.9p.
OTM prime: Stemster, (Lim), 
161.7p; Westburn, Thurso, (CharX), 
161.1p; Westburn, (BBX), 157.6p; 
Torgormack (WBX), 153.2p: 
Tighnahinch, (LimX), 150p.
OTM feeding: Stemster, (AAX), 
153.7p; Druim Temple Croft, 
(SimX), 152.6p; Stemster, (Lim), 
143.4p.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Skye and Outer Isles: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Aird, 
North Duntulm, £61.50 
TexelX: – 8 Drinan, Elgol, £57 
SuffolkX: – Caberfeidh House, 
£64 
BeltexX: – Roneval House, Lever-
burgh, £54.50 
Blackface: – 1 Obbe Road, Lever-
burgh, £45 
Cross – 1 Obbe Road, £65 
Mule – 5 Totarder, £76 
LleynX – 3 Glen, Isle of Skye, £54. 
Caithness: 
TexelX: – Lower Greenland, 
Castletown, (Mackenzie) £60. East 
Sutherland: 
TexelX: – 196 Lednabirichen, 
£71.50 
SuffolkX: – 196 Lednabirichen, 
£74 
BeltexX: – Drummuie, Golspie, 
£65 
CharollaisX:– 196 Lednabirichen, 
£62.50. 
Mid Sutherland: 
CharollaisX: – 39 Banscol, Rogart, 
£58. 
Inverness and South: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Erchite, 
Dores, £59.50 
TexelX: – Struy Home Farm, 
Beauly, £64 
SuffolkX: – Cawdor Estates, 
£67.50 
BeltexX: – Upperton, Balnain, £60 
Blackface: – Inchonachar, Bunloit, 
£46.50. 
Black Isle and Mid Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – An 
Teallach, Mulbuie, £63 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – Strathvaich 
Farms, Garve, £51.50 
TexelX: – Allangrange Park, Muir 
of Ord, £52 
SuffolkX: – Davidson Croft, 
Heights of Fodderty, £64.50. 
Wester Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Toscaig, 
Applecross, £59.50 
TexelX: – 2 Camusterrach, Ap-
plecross, £59.50. Easter Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Fendom, 
Tain, £68 
SuffolkX: – Drumore, Evanton, 
£69 
Mule – Calrossie Mains, Nigg, £56 
Charmoise: – Calrossie Mains, 
£52. 
North West Ross: 
Cheviot wedder lambs: – Home 
Farm, Dundonnell, £55.50 
Cheviot ewe lambs: – 12 Badralach, 
Dundonnell, £49 
TexelX: – Eilean Darrach Farm 
Company, Dundonnell, £70.50.
Lewis: 

Market reports

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 59 prime 
cattle and 622 prime sheep at 
Dingwall on Tuesday when 
cattle were back 11p per kilo 
and sheep 13.3p per kilo on 
the previous week.

Prime bullocks averaged 
203.2p (-12.8p) and sold 
to 210p per kg for a 635kg 
Limousin cross from Drum-
mond Farm, Evanton, and 
£1,547.75 for a 755kg Lim-
ousin cross from Brae-edge 
Farm, Castletown.

Prime heifers averaged 
203.2p (-10.2p) and sold to 
218p per kg for a 515kg Lim-
ousin cross from Pithogarty, 
Tain, and £1,315.80 for a 
645kg Charolais cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Dingwall.

OTM heifers sold to 191p 
per kg and £1,021.85 for a 
535kg Limousin cross from 
Pithogarty.

Lambs averaged 167.6p (-
13.3p) and sold to 183.3p per 
kg for 42kg Beltex crosses 
from Torgorm, Conon 
Bridge

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd held a show 
and sale of 206 store, breed-
ing and Over 30 Month 
cattle, plus 1024 store and 
feeding sheep at Oban Live-
stock Centre on Tuesday 
when judge John McAlister, 
of Wester Thomaston 
selected a Charolais heifer 
from A MacInnes, Ruaig, 
Isle of Tiree as his overall 
champion.

The heifer scaled 375ks 
and later sold at £900 to 
Miss C Millar, Lochend, 
Port of Menteith.

The reserve champion was 
a Limousin bullock from 
M/s Buchanan, Achnaba, 
North Connel scaled 435kgs 
and realising £900 to A 
Wilson, Gree, Beith.

Bullocks averaged 
187pence per kilo ( + 5p on 
the year) and sold to 241p 

for a 280kg Limousin from 
Ruaig, Tiree and £990 for 
a 540kg Limousin from 
Stroneskar, Ford, Lochgil-
phead.

Heifers averaged 171p 
(+1p on the year) and sold to 
284p and £1120 for a 395kg 
Limousin from Achnaba, 
North Connel.

Breeding cattle sold to 
£1,450 for a Limousin cow 
with bull calf at foot from 
Fidden, Isle of Mull, who 
also sold a Simmental cross 
cow with heifer calf at foot 
to £1120.

Limousin cross bulling 
heifers from Fuinary sold 
to £910 and the same home 
sold an Over 30 Month, 
615kilo Limousin to £1040.
Show results
Single bullock  
1st and overall reserve 
Achnaba

2nd D McDonald, Tyree 
450kgs £970 to N Retson, 
Maidencots, Abington, 
3rd M/s Troughton, Ardachy 
390kgs £850 to B Watt, 
Cairntack.
Single heifer 
1st and overall champion 
Ruaig, Isle of Tiree 
2nd Achnaba scaled 465kgs 
and sold to £140 to John 
McAlister,Wester Thomas-
ton, 
3rd A McGillivary, Achuran 
scaled 380kgs to £840.

Lambs averaged £40.91 
and sold to £59 for Beltex 
crosses from Tiraghoil, 
Mull. Texel crosses from 
Barbreck sold to £56.50, 
with Blackface lambs from 
Shellachan selling to £45.
Texel ewes from Largiecho-
niebeg sold £67 and £64, 
with Cheviots from Annat 
to £51.

Ruaig Charolais heifer is 
Oban calf show champion
Achnaba Limousin bullock reserve 

Prime trade 
back at Dingwall

UNITED Auctions held 
their annual show and sale of 
Blackface wedder lambs also 
sale of cross bred lambs and 
feeding sheep at Dalmally 
last Saturday when 7,238 
head was sold.  

All classes of cross bred 
lambs maintained recent 
rates.  

First draw Blackface 
wedder lambs sold in a par 
with last year’s values whilst 
second and third draws were 
harder to cash, especially 

The show was judged by 
William Shearer, Burnbrae, 
Eaglesham and he awarded 
the Champion pen of over 50 
lambs, and the Jimmy Weir 
Memorial Trophy, to M/s 
Buchanan, Achnaba, when 
their 36kilo pen of lambs 
later sold for £62 to Mr. 
Shearer.  

The reserve pen was 
awarded to Mr. Menzies, 
Corrylorn and his pen, 
weighing 32kilo’s realized 
£53.50.

Achnaba lambs 
win at Dalmally 
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CALEDONIAN Marts had 
forward 4577 store and feeding 
sheep at their opening show and 
sale of lambs at Oban.

Store lambs averaged £56 
(-£3.67 on the year) and sold to 
£76.50 for Texel lambs from D 
Dempster, Barguilean.

Feeding ewes averaged £44.54 
(-£7.77 on the year)  and sold to 
£94 for Texel ewes from A Mac-
Coll, Fanmore, Mull.

Texel lambs averaged £58.99 
(-£1.02 on the year), Suffolk 
lambs averaged at £60.65 
(-£1.57), Mule lambs averaged 

£53.32 (-£6.75) while Cheviot 
lambs averaged £48.69 (-£4.49).

The show, kindly sponsored by 
Reid & Robertson, was judged 
by Alan Lamont, Dunslaw 
Farm, Duns and the following 
were his awards:
Mainland consignors:  

prize pen of 10 Texel lambs D 
Dempster, Barguilean £76.50.
Overall reserve champion pen 

lambs, G Black, Torbhlaren 
£71.
1st Prize pen of 25 Suffolk lambs 

G Black, Torbhlaren £69.50.
1st Prize pen of 25 Texel lambs 
S H Troughton, Ardachy £64.
Island Consignors:  
1st Prize pen of 10 Texel lambs 
D McCormick, Baligarve, 
Lismore £72.
1st Prize pen of 10 Suffolk 
lambs D McColl, Mid, Lismore 
£65.50.
1st Prize pen of 25 Suffolk 
lambs Glengorm Estate, Isle of 
Mull £63.
1st Prize pen of 25 Texel lambs 
I Campbell & Sons, Strongorm, 
Balvicar £75.50.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd had forward 4108 
store and feeding sheep at Oban. Store lambs averaged 
£50.77 (+£2.26 on the year) and sold to £72.50 for Texels 
from Cadzow Bros, Ardlarach, Luing. Feeding ewes 
averaged £35.36 (-£6.88 on the year) and sold to £65 for 
Texels from Brodie, Ballard, Coll.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd had forward 5483 store and 
feeding sheep at Oban Livestock 
Centre last Tuesday

Store lambs averaged £41.71 
(-70p on the year) and sold to 
£63.50 for Texels from D Mc-
Cormick, Baligarve, Lismore.

Suffolk lambs averaged £53.04 
(+£2.77 on the year) while Texel 
lambs averaged £40.90 (-£5.32 
on the year).

Cheviots averaged £49.05 
(+£4.32 on the year), with  Cross 
lambs averaging at £41.38 (-
£3.82 on the year) and Blackface 
lambs averaging £38.44 (-£1.73 
on the year).  

Feeding ewes averaged £30.72 
(-£4.50 on the year) and sold to 
£65.00 for Texels from D Demp-
ster, Barguillean.
The annual show and sale of top 
draw Blackface wedder lambs 
was judged by John Errington 
and the following were his 
awards:
1st prize pen of 25+ and Overall 
Champion – Carmichael, Fiart, 
Lismore £52.
2nd prize pen of 25+ - Hodge, 
Achalic £50.
3rd prize pen of 25+ - Malcolm, 
Poltalloch £42.50.
1st prize pen of 50+ and Overall 
Reserve Champion – Clachan 
Farms £63.
2nd prize pen of 50+ - Troughton, 
Ardachy £44.
3rd prize pen of 50+ - McNicol, 
Turnault £39.

AN OPEN day at a hill farm 
assigned for research purposes 
has been deemed a success by 
farmers who attended.

The Scottish Agricultural Col-
lege (SAC) hosted an open day 
at its Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
hill farms near Crianlarich, to 
inform farmers and crofters 
about new research projects 
now underway.

The 130 farmers who attended 
the event provided ‘highly ap-
preciative’ feedback, according 
to SAC.

The event took place a year 
after the appointment of an 
industry Advisory Committee 
made up of SAC and industry 
representatives, including NFU 
Scotland, Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park and 
Quality Meat Scotland. 

SAC’s Chief Executive and 
Principal Professor Bob Webb 
said: ‘The Advisory Committee 
has proved a useful forum for 
focussing on the challenges ly-
ing ahead for hill farming. 

‘The research now underway 
is aimed at addressing some 
of those issues, with plans for 
further work already in hand. 

‘These are early days but I 
think those who came to Kirkton 
saw we are actively engaged in 
exploring practical approaches 
to modern hill farming.’

Visitors heard more detail 
about the stock management 
and farm management policies 
at the Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
units including a stock increase 
programme.

They also heard about particu-
lar research work including the 
investigation into ‘Plochteach’ 
or ‘yellowses’, a sheep disease 
linked to the Bog asphodel plant 
and details of the grassland re-
seeding programme underway. 

NFUS President Nigel Miller 
said: ‘The well-being of Scot-
land’s hills and uplands is at the 
core of Scotland’s farming and 
rural economies and the work 
taking place at Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre is of huge impor-
tance to our hill farming sector.
’The new advisory committee 
has brought a fresh focus to that 
work and brought the research 
closer to our hill farmers. That 
will act as a springboard for in-
novation in hill farming and help 
ensure its role in the future.’ Kirkton and Auchtertyre hill farms between Tyndrum and Crianlarich

SAC host open day at Kirkton

MULL and Morvern sheepdog 
trials were held in perfect 
weather conditions at Gruline, 
Knock on Thursday 30th Au-
gust30. 

The sunny weather brought 
out a record number of visitors 
as well as our usual regulars. 
Everyone was treated to some 

-
ning proved challenging.

‘Kennel cough’
Unfortunately some competi-

tors from the mainland, who had 
booked to run their dogs, had to 
withdraw them because of ‘ken-
nel cough’ in their area.

The trial president, Steve 
Irvine, thanked everyone con-
cerned in the setting up and 
the running of the trials, also to 
those individuals and local busi-
nesses that provided prizes for 

for providing the catering, ably 
served by Mrs F Cherry and 
Jean McLean.

President Steve Irvine said: 
‘The Mull and Morvern trials 
are probably one of the oldest 
in the west coast.One of our 
trophies, the Lithgow Cup, this 

year won by Mr K MacCaskill 
Lettermore, Mull, dates back to 
1928. 

He added: ‘The society are 
trying to put together an archive 
of their history and would 
welcome any photographs and 
information that may be of 
interest. 

‘If you think you can help 
please phone our secretary Mrs 
Enid Moore on 01680 300178.

The winners of the trial were 
awarded the following points by 
Judge Mr A Carnegie, Perth.
1st Peter Martin, Glenlyon with 
Jill 76pts
2nd Roddy McDairmid, Cairn-
dow with Jim 70pts
3rd A. Ranold, Campbeltown 
with Drift  68pts
4th P. Martin, Glenlyon with 
Lucy  66pts
5th Brian Strachan, Roybridge 
with Mac 63pts
6th Jeff Moore, Mull with Bea  
61pts
Best pen: J H Weir, Appin with 
Floss
Best Shed: J H Weir, Appin with 
Rock
Best Local: J. Moore with Bea

Winner Peter Martin, Glenlyon with Jill at the pen during the Mull and Morvern trial

Peter Martin wins 
Mull and Morvern trial

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 3,482 store lambs 
at Lochmaddy  when lambs were 

but still sold extremely well. Sale 
averages fell by 75p on the year.

Lambs sold to £75.50 per head 
for Texel crosses from 3 Hosta, 
Tigharry.

In a show prior to the sale the 
following awards were made:
Cheviot lambs
1 J A Macdonald, 15 Grenitote, 
£67.50; 2 Alastair Macpherson, 
24 Liniclate, £64.
Blackface lambs – 1 K M 
Macdonald, Sidinish, £52; 2 A J 
Macpherson, 39 Liniclate Muir, 
£48.
Suffolk cross lambs – 1 J Mac-
donald, Dunskellar, £72.50; 2 D 
Macdonald, 3 Hougharry, £71.
Continental cross lambs – 1 H 
Macdonald, 3 Hosta, £72.50; 2 I 
Macdonald, Crois Moirag, £68.
Champion – Texel crosses from 
3 Hosta.
Reserve – Suffolk crosses from 
Dunskellar.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 13,252 store 
lambs at Dingwall last Thursday 
when strong, well presented 
lambs and second and third draw 
lambs showed a marked increase 
on the year. 

The overall sale average was 
£2.93 up on the corresponding 
sale of last year.

Cheviot lambs averaged £50.72 
and sold to £70 twice for a pen 
of ewe lambs from the Isle of 
Pabbay and a pen of ewe lambs 
from 3 Broomhill, Delny.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 4,373 store 
lambs and  1,465 sheep from 
Lewis Livestock Producers 
at Dingwall last Friday when 
all classes of lambs met an 
extremely brisk trade ahead of 
sellers expectations.

Cheviot wedder lambs aver-
aged £51.50 and sold to £77 from 
2 Dounie, Edderton. Cheviot 
ewe lambs averaged £47.59 and 
sold to £53.50 from 5 Totarder, 
Isle of Skye.

Texel cross lambs averaged 
£58.07 and sold to £79 gross 
from 196 Lednabirichen, 
Dornoch.Suffolk cross lambs 
averaged £58.33 and sold to 
£79.50 from 196 Lednabirichen.
Beltex cross lambs averaged 
£55.64 and sold to £66.50 from 
Upperton, Balnain. Blackface 
lambs averaged £38.53 and sold 
to £50 from Caberfeidh House, 
Leverburgh.

Cross lambs averaged £49.24 
and sold to £76 gross for Mules 
from 5 Totarder.

sheep from Lewis Livestock 
Producers when Cheviot lambs 
averaged £48.80 and sold to £55 
from 11 Breasclete. Texel cross 
lambs averaged £46.45 and sold 
to £53 from 8 Kneep, Uig.

Suffolk cross lambs averaged 
£50.83 and sold to £66 from 8 
Timsgarry.

Continental cross lambs 
averaged £48.61 and sold to £57 
for Charollais crosses from 8 
Timsgarry.

Cross lambs averaged £45.51 
and sold to £62 from 15 Kneep, 
Uig.

Blackface lambs averaged 
£41.56 and sold to £59 from 9 
Mangersta, Uig.

Lewis feeding sheep sold to 
£80 for a Cheviot ram from 10 
Garynahine, Isle of Lewis.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 113 store cattle, 
20 head of breeding cattle and 
75 Over 30 Month cattle at Din-
gwall last Wednesday when a 

in the averages.
Bullocks averaged 183.9p and 

sold to 204.1p per kg for a pair 
of 392kg Limousin crosses from 
2 Lochend, Thurso and £1,045 
for a pair of 582kg Simmentals 
from Easter Urray Farm, Muir 
of Ord.

Heifers averaged 173.2p 
and sold to 187.5p per kg for a 

360kg Limousin cross from 265 
Tubeg, Lairg and £920 for a pen 
of 497kg Simmental crosses 
from Ballone, Abriachan. 

Young bulls averaged 150.5p 
and sold to 153.4p per kg and 
£580 for a pen of Simmental 
crosses from Logie, Muir of 
Ord.

Cow with heifer calf at foot 
sold to £800 for a Aberdeen 
Angus from Lower Dalnaclach, 
Kildary while cows with male 
calf at foot sold to £880 for a 
Highland cross from Castle 
Muie, Rogart.

In-calf cows sold to £1,020 
for a Simmental cross from 2 
Lochend while in-calf Heifers 
sold to £860 for a Shorthorn 
from 98 Midtown, Lairg.

Breeding bulls sold to £1,180 
for an Aberdeen Angus from 
Achvaneran Farm, Farr.

OTM heifers and bullocks av-
eraged 157.8p and sold to 185.6p 
per kg and £1,290 for a 695kg 
Shorthorn cross from Todholes, 
Thurso.

OTM prime cows averaged 
148.8p and sold to 166p per 
kg for a 705kg Aberdeen 

Angus cross from Drumbuie, 
Drumnadrochit and £1,290 for 
an 860kg Limousin cross from 
Tighnahinch, Alcaig.

OTM feeding cows averaged 
123.1p and sold to 163.6p per kg 
for 495kg Limousin from 251 
Torrisdale, Thurso and £930 
for a 670kg Limousin from 
Torgormack, Kirkhill.

OTM bulls averaged 120.4p 
and sold to 125.6p per kg and 
£1,400 for a 1,115kg Charolais 
from Kincraig Farm, Invergor-
don.

UNITED Auctions sold 6616 prime sheep including 4248 lambs avg 
173.8p (-3.2p/wk) and 2368 ewes and rams at Stirling last Thursday.

Suffolk cross lambs from South Flanders sold to £87 and to 194p 
per kilo from North Ballock, while Dalbrack sold Texel crosses to 
£95 and Blackfaces to £74.50 or 169p per kilo.  Texel ewes from 
Dalfask sold to £128.50, with Suffolks from Pitsundry to £83.50.

CALEDONIAN Marts held 
another native breed store cattle 
sale at Stirling on Monday with  
the number of entries showing 
more than a 30 per cent increase 
on the year. 

the show and sale sponsored 
and supported by Wm Morrison 
Supermarkets and  theGalloway, 
Beef Shorthorn, Whitebred 
Shorthorn, Luing, Hereford, 
Highland and Aberdeen Angus 
societies.

With buyers forward from 
-

shire, Lancashire and from 
throughout Scotland, Highland 
cattle proved hardest to cash 
with averages down on the year 
and all other breeds slightly up 
on the year.

Luing
Luing bullocks sold to £1230 

for a 650kg from P L Crerar, 
Newmains, Stenton, Dunbar 
with the sale average being 
£780.56 or 171p per kilo, which 
Luing heifers sold to £865 for 
two 465kg from P L Crerar, 
Newmains to average £702.50 o 
177p per kilo.

Galloway bullocks sold to 
£910 for four 485kgs from 
Jaw Farm, Fintry with the sale 
average being £600.25 or 165p 
per kilo, while Galloway heif-
ers sold to £430 for two 325kg 
from J Higgs Farm, Rutherford, 
Kelso to average £384 or 133p 
per kilo.

Aberdeen Angus bullocks sold 
to £1215 for two 605kgs from R 
& E Kyle, Inch of Leckie, Kip-
pen with the sale average being 

£828 or 188p per kilo. Heifers 
sold to £1100 for a 610kg frin R 
& C Rettie, 3 Aberdona Mains, 
Alloa to average £633 or 189p 
per kilo.

Hereford bullocks sold to £875 
for a 510kg from F B Sangster, 
Buchlyvie to average at £673 or 
152p per kilo, while Hereford 
heifers sold to £665 for six 
405kg from A Rennie, Hood 
Farm, Stirling to average £658 
or 164p per kilo.

Beef Shorthorn bullocks 
sold to a top of £1260 for a 
650kg from MD & SA Clarke, 
Williamwood, Kirtle Bridge, 
Lockerbie to average £745 or 
185p per kilo.Heifers sold to a 
top of £950 for a 500kg from W 
Clarkson, Hill Farm, Falkirk to 
average £447 or 144p per kilo.

Whitebred Shorthorn Bul-
locks sold to £985 for two 535kg 
from W L Chambers, North 
Moorhouse, Newton Mearns to 
average £620 or 162p per kilo.

Highland bullocks sold to 
£810 for a 485kg from C Ronald, 
Saulmore, Oban with the sale 
average being £402 or 117p per 
kilo. Heifers sold to £590 for a 
460kg from C A Prentice, West 
Bank, Lanark to average £280 
or 94p per kilo.

Lincoln Red bullocks sold to 
£500 for a 265kg from W Mc-
Creath, Polquhanity Carsphairn 
to average £454 or 160p per 
kilo.

Belted Galloway Bullocks 
sold to £635 for a 390kg from K 
Howman, Borland, Blairgowrie 
to average £550 or 158p per 
kilo.

UNITED Auctions sold 1177 store cattle, 
116 cows and 9194 store sheep at Stirling 
last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 187.2p (-0.2p) and sold 
to 230.10p per kg for a 339kg Charolais cross 
from Hall and £1,360 for a 640kg Simmental 
cross from Easter Garden.

Heifers averaged 185p (+3.73p) and sold 
to 224.40p per kg for a 410kg Charolais 
cross from Goodtrees and £1130 for a 513kg 
Limousin cross from Burnbrae. 

Forward cattle averaged 157.80p and sold 
to 168.60p per kg for a Shorthorn cross from 
Ballagan and £1,150 for a Luing cross from 
Barlea. 

Cast cows averaged 127.50p and sold to 
194.70p and £1565 for a British Blue cross 
from Montquhanie.

Blackface lambs averaged at £44.54 
(+£1.55p on the week) and sold to £62 from 
Merkins.

Suffolk cross lambs averaged £62.73 (+50p 
on the week), with Texel crosses averaging 
£59.48 (-£1.78p on the week).Beltex cross 
lambs averaged £59.33 (-£5.43p on the 
week), while Mule lambs leveled at £54.81 
(-£1.87p on the week)

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd sold 
4910 store and breeding sheep at Stirling on 
Monday in conjunction with their show and 
sale of Blackface wedder lambs. 

came from J D Telfer, Stoneyhill - £54.50, 

pen of 50 plus  from J Lamont, Tandlemuir 
- £46.00.

Lambs averaged £48.87 (-£1.85 on the 
week)  and sold to £68.50 for Texel crosses 
from F Cook and Sons, Moor, Arran and K 
Taylor and Sons, Dall Farm, Killin.

Mule ewe lambs averaged £74.98 (+£4.52 
on the year) and sold to £90 from R M 
Dunlop, Windyedge.

Feeding ewes averaged £29.26 (-£5.31 on 
the week) to £40 from Loch Estates.

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

High Density 
4x4.

All moisture tested.
Also

quadrant
hestons.
Delivered

anywhere in 
Scotland.

Also hay, very 
reasonable priced.
07801 737037
07801 737237

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Numbers rise for native 
breed store sale at Stirling

Lismore
lambs
are Oban 
champions

Hosta Texels 
are Lochmaddy 
champions

Oban lamb sale average rises

Lewis lambs at Dingwall sale

Barguilean Texels sell to £76.50 at Oban

Mixed show on offer at Dingwall sale

Blackface lamb trade 
rises at Stirling sale

lambs and sheep at Lochboisdale Auction 
Mart when 2,698 were sold.  

Well bred tighter skin lambs sold well at 
levels above last year whilst plainer wool-
lier types were in less demand and failed to 
reach last years levels.  

Overall, the sale average fell by 86pence 
on the corresponding sale last year.

First lamb sale of the 
season at Lochboisdale

Dall Texel cross lambs top 
Caledonian Stirling sale

DINGWALL and Highlands 
Marts Ltd sold 4,207 ewe lambs 
and gimmers at the Highland 
Mule Breeders Association an-
nual show and sale at Dingwall 
on Monday when Mule gimmers 
and lambs met a strong demand 
throughout the sale.

The gimmer judge, Mr E. 
Forbes, Lochdhu, Nairn, 
awarded the Challenge Cup for 
best pen of Mule gimmers to 
Messrs G. and E. McKilligan, 
Coxton, Cornhill, which later 

realised £180 to J. D. M. Munro, 
Pitkerrie, Fearn. 

The ewe lamb judge, Mr W. 
T. Morrison, South Bogbain, 
Keith, awarded the Secretary’s 
Cup to a pen from Mr W. G. 
Macpherson, Blackford Farm, 
Croy, which later realised £145 
to the Messrs S. Durno & Son, 
Croftbain, Ballindalloch.

Highland Mule gimmers 
averaged £167.06 (- £2.47 on the 
corresponding sale of last year) 
and sold to £195 from Croftdhu, 

Tomatin.
Other cross breeds of gim-

mers averaged £140 and sold to 
£140 for Suffolk x Mules from 
Mountrich Farm, Dingwall.

Highland Mule ewe lambs 
averaged £106.19 (- £0.02 on the 
year) and sold to £145 for the 
champion pen from Blackford 
Farm, Croy.

Other breeds of ewe lambs av-
eraged £93.41 and sold to £100 
for Texel x Mules from Mains of 
Clunas, Cawdor.

Strong demand for Mules at Dingwall

UNITED Auctions had forward 
2378 breeding ewe lambs and 
gimmers at Stirling on Monday 
when the Suffolk cross gimmer 
average showed a rise of £11.68 
on the year, with Texel cross 
gimmers showing a decrease of 
£9.26 on last years high rates.

By contrast, Texel cross ewe 
lambs were up £4.20 on the year 
with Suffolk cross ewe lambs 

back £5.14.
Texel cross ewe lambs from 

Shanry Farms sold to £100, and 
to £95 from Wedderlie. Kinaldy 
also sold Cheviot cross Mules to 
£100, while Craigraineach sold 
Suffolk crosses to £73.

Texel cross gimmers from 
Braeminzion sold to £188 and 
to £170 and £160 from Airthrey 
Kerse.

Texel ewe lambs sell to £100Good lambs 
show increase at 
Dingwall sale

Dalbrack prime lambs sell to £95 

SEE ADVERT ON PAGE 9

Hay & Straw
Round & 

Square Bales
Delivered

Phone
07768 506826

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Terms & conditions: The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. Text messages cost £1 plus one 
message at standard network rate.  The deadline to receive votes by will be announced in a future issue and on The Oban Times website. One text counts 
as one vote. One coupon counts as one vote. The prize is as stated.  No cash alternative. Full terms and conditions at www.obantimes.co.uk/petidol.

How the competition works

By text: 
To vote by text, text the word OTPET followed by a space 
then the three digit number stated on the top left hand 
side of the pet’s photograph to 88010.
Text messages cost £1 plus one message at standard 
network rate. The voting deadline will be announced 
in next week’s issue. 
By coupon:
Complete the voting form provided on this page and 
send it to The Oban Times, Pet Idol VOTE, PO Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  Photocopied voting coupons 
will not be accepted. The voting deadline will be 
announced in next week’s issue. 

How to vote
Readers can vote for their favourite pet in this week’s round by text or by post, using 
the coupon provided on this page. You can also still vote for a pet from a previous 
weekly round until the voting deadline which will be announced in next week’s issue. 
Just make sure you quote the number stated on the pet’s photograph when voting. 

Calling all pet lovers! From 
cute cats and darling dogs 
to creepy crawlies, The Oban 
Times has been searching 
high and low for our readers’ 
most adorable pets. Now, it is 
up to you, our readers, to vote 

every week for who you think 
should win the title of The 
Oban Times Pet Idol 2012, 
£100 cash plus a goody bag 
for the winning pet. We will 
publish a selection of your 
furry loved ones each week 

for the duration of the com-
petition. At the end, the pets 
with the most votes from each 
week will qualify for our grand 
finale. All finalists will then 
feature in The Oban Times 
for one last time, again for 

the public vote.  The pet with 
the most votes will then be 
crowned The Oban Times Pet 
Idol 2012! For rules and terms 
and conditions, visit www.
obantimes.co.uk/petidol. 
You can keep voting for a 

pet on this page via text 
and using coupons printed 
every week for the duration 
of the competition until the 
voting deadline which will be 
announced in next week’s 
issue.

Votes remain open for every weekly round until the voting deadline which will be announced in next week’s issue. See foot of page for details.

Vote for this week’s finalist! VOTING COUPON

Mabel
Pug Oban

183

Milo
Cat Isle of Islay

184

Tia
Border Terrier Cross Oban

185

Gothic
Labrador Oban

186

Shuna
Cocker Spaniel Oban

187

Jan
Springer Spaniel  North Connel

188

Tia
Springer Spaniel  North Connel

189

Mr Finn
Springer Spaniel  North Connel

190

Charlie
Yorkshire Terrier Kilmelford

191

Hero
Irish Sports Horse Kilmelford

192

Freddy
Tibetan Spaniel Caol

193

Hobbes
Yorkshire Terrier Seil

194

Zoey
German Shepherd Mallaig

195

Seumas
Yorkshire Terrier Mallaig

196

Ben and Nevis

197

Breagha
Bichon Frise  Glasgow

198

Caorunn
Domestic Short Hair Kitten North Connel

199

Sasha
Japanese Akita Oban

200

Nacho
Border Collie Taynuilt

201

Brae
Labrador Oban

202

Biscuit
Chihuahua West Sussex

203

Snoop
English Springer Spaniel Oban

204

Rocco
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Oban

205

Naoimh
Labrador Taynuilt

206

Skye
Black Labrador Appin

207

Rufus
Labrador Isle of Mull

208

Brodie
Cockapoo Oban

209

Murphy

210

I would like to vote for:
Pet number*:....................................................
Pet’s name: .....................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Pet Idol VOTE, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

*Pet number must be supplied. This can be found 
at the top left of each pet’s photograph. 

Photocopied voting coupons will not 
be accepted and will not count as one vote.

You may send in multiple coupons in one envelope

Humphrey
Kitten Lochgilphead

176

Skye
Collie Isle of Mull

177

Ted
Toy Poodle Oban

178

Jura
Labrador/Collie Cross Benderloch

179

Struan
Labrador Benderloch

180

Feochan
Lurcher Benderloch

181

Sprocker Spaniel  Cairndow

182

Pet Logistics

Win £100 cash!
plus a goody bag 

for your pet
SPONSORED BY

your pet 
is our priority
www.petlogistics.co.uk

01631 566781/07786450100
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£530 o.n.o.

1000cc, MOT July 2013
Tax & Mot, 46,000 miles, 

W reg.

Telephone: 
01631 563685 / 
07749 235915

SUZUKI
SWIFT GL

NISSAN NAVARA 
TEKNA

£10,000+VAT o.n.o.

Double cab pick up, fitted with tow bar, load liner and canopy (with tinted and opening 
windows). 59 plate. 61,000 miles. FSH, 1 year MOT and 6 months tax. Full leather interior, 

sun roof, a/c, heated electric seats, rain sensitive wipers and auto headlights. 6 speed manual 
gearbox with 4wd. Diesel.

Call 07801 353037/01866 844103

2005 MINI COOPER
 S 1.6 

£6,650

Excellent condition – one owner from new
42,400 miles, Chilli Pack, Panoramic Roof, 6 CD Changer in boot and Mini 

Disc player in front (includes collection of mini discs)
Taxed until Feb 2013; MOT until March 2013

Tel: 01770 600242

WANTED

4x4 any 
type, year, 

condition, also 
commercial

van or pick up, 
will pay cash 
and collect.

Telephone: 
07832 008156

WANTED

Are you looking for 
a secure free way 

of selling your 
4 x 4, any age, 
make, model, 

mileage, colour 
then click onto 

instant4x4buyer.com
or call Stephen 
Lynch Direct tel 
07751026953

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 

vehicles, landrover, 
Toyota, anything 
considered.  We 

also buy non 
runners, accident 

damaged and 
MOT failures, 
instant cash.

Telephone 01250 
884306 or mobile 

07885 203020

£2600 o.n.o.

V reg (Dec 1999), new clutch 
and tyres, tow bar, MOT to 

April 2013 and taxed to Sept 
2012, good running order 

and good condition.

Telephone: 
07771 982161

LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 GS5 SERIES II

LANDRANGER 5500 
1998

Very good condition. Factory built to allow wheelchair access to 
caravan and wash room. Fitted with tracker

Tel: 0771 4854796

LAND ROVER DEFENDER 90 
COUNTY TD5

£10,000, incl. VAT

HARD TOP, 2004, SILVER, 68,500 MILES. MOT TILL JUNE 2013.  
IN EXCELLENT CONDITION, WITH EXTRAS

Tel: 01499 302203/0771 7792967

3 TONNE
DIGGER

£4,250 ono

1997 Peljob servo controls, 
rubber tracks, 3 buckets

Tel: 07799145755 
(after 6pm)

WESTWOOD S 1600 
RIDE ON MOWER

£875

High Spec model in excellent condition, garage stored.  Smooth 
hydrostatic, 36 inch deck, 16 hp briggs and Stratton with power 

sweeper and Large Box.  Great for wet grass and leaves

Tel: 01770 700599-island delivery possible

FORD FIESTA 
ZETEC

£6,850 ono

1.25cc hatchback, lime green, first reg 4/09, 9,920 miles, F.S.H. 
M.O.T to 4/13 and Taxed to 12/12 V.G.C

Tel: 01631 562148

£10,000 ono

AUDI A6 AVANT
2.7TDI QUATTRO

07 plate, 91,000 miles, Full 
Audi service history, Sunroof, 
tow-hitch, Superb Car, New 
tyres and brakes, Tax and 
MOT to end Feb 2013.

Telephone: 
01546 870655 or 

07717471736

ISUZU PICK UP ‘03 
LWB 4X2 CREWCAD

£3795 ono

37,000 miles, MOT until Feb’13 taxed Aug’13. Metallic blue with alloy wheels, bull bar, wind 
protecters on all 4 windows & headlamp guard. Truckman high lockable canopy & tow bar. FSH. 

Imacculate inside & out. Autocheck certificate

Tel: 07766295050

£3,200 ono

FORD TRANSIT
CREW VAN

2006 (56), 5 months MOT, 6 
months Tax,

Very reliable, all good tyres, 
all electrics, 

recently serviced, wood lined 
and towbar.

Telephone: 
07748495501

£500 ONO

2001 RENAULT
LAGUNA ESTATE

1.9 DCI, 5 DOOR, TURBO 
DIESEL ,

MOT’D & TAXED APRIL 2013

Telephone: 
01700 503 843

MOTOR
HOME

WANTED

By private buyer, 
from 2003, 

4-5 berth, with 
overhead cab, 

no fixed bed, must 
be in excellent 

condition.

Telephone: 
07771 930975

RENAULT ESPACE 2.2 DCI ‘THE
RACE’ SPECIAL EDITION

£1,975

7 seater 2002, silver with plush blue interior, very clean condition inside and out, used daily, MOT 
April 2013, tax November 2012, air conditioning, climate control, adjustable steering column, 
electric mirrors, electric windows, ABS, power steering, central locking, side air bags, 7 seater, 

roof rails, individual seat adjustment with hugh load carrying capacity, seat-back tables, storage 
compartment(s), very reliable and cheap to run.  Telephone 07917014628.

CHRYSLER GRAND VOYAGER 2.8 
CRD LIMITED XS AUTO

£8250.00 ono

Top of the Range Model, Full Leather 7 Seats - Stow & Go, Diesel, F.S.H., 2006 – 06 Plate , MOT 
– June 2013       Taxed 31st December 2012, Parrot MKi 9200 Bluetooth System Fitted (IPod 

Compatible), Sat Nav, 6 Disc DVD with Overhead Screen & 2 Pairs of Wireless Headphones, Side 
Steps, Only 1 Previous Owner, 34,500 miles, Electric Windows, Doors, Seats, Mirrors, Tailgate, 4 

New Tyres Fitted, Excellent Condition Inside & Out

Telephone Ian on 07778373759 or Email Ian@munns-oban.co.uk

MOTORS/DRIVE TIMES

£1750 o.n.o.

1 YEARS MOT, 
NEW TYRES, 8000 MILES, 

IDEAL COMMUTER.

Telephone: 
01631 720 380

SUZUKI GS500F 
2005

TOYOTA COROLLA
VERSA, 1.8 SPIRIT

£2350

2002, Low Miles, 57,355 miles, petrol. Silver, black interior, 
good condition, running well. MOT Jun 2013, Road Tax  

18/11/12. Sunroof & towbor

Tel: 01852 200333

£800

4 door Pickup, 
For Spares 
Or Repair. 
MOT DRC.  

Telephone: 
01852 300301

FORD
RANGER

-

Home market
-

-

-

Scott Landsburgh welcomes the increases in vale and production of Scottish farmed salmon

One million fresh salmon meals eaten in the UK every day

Protection and Promotion 

-

Pictured at the celebratory lunch are from left: Friends chairman, 
James Fraser; Hon. vice president, Professor Gavin Arneil; Lord 

John McFall of Alcuith; Dr Hannah Stirling MBE and Friends 
President; Freeman of Argyll and Bute, Billy Petrie OBE DL; and 

Friends vice president, George Boyd. 

‘Remarkable lady’ 

- -

-

VAUXHALL
VECTRA SRI

£2,400

05 plate, 2.2 petrol, full years MOT, new timing chain fitted, only 55,000 miles, towbar, in 
excellent condition

Tel: 07899915525
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Multifunctional Operative 
37 Hours Per Week Ref: SW/003078

Isle of Mull (Tobermory Based)

£14,540 - £22,915 

You will monitor and maintain water and waste water treatment works and pumping 
stations to ensure the quality of water. In addition, you will work within all regulatory 
and legislative requirements within geographical area. You will also be required to 
work emergency cover and participate in a standby-rota system.

Application packs are available from www.scottishwater.co.uk or, tel: 0131 445 6330 
during offi ce hours. Alternatively, e-mail PeopleConnect@scottishwater.co.uk

Closing date for receipt of applications: 12pm,  Friday 21 September 2012.

Home help required for elderly 
women living in Ardrishaig

4 hours over two mornings per week for 
light house work duties and shopping. 
Own car essential. Must be reliable. 
References required.

Please phone Carolyn Stone on 
07709924773

Finance Manager - Accountant
Based in Lochgilphead, with some flexibility within 
Argyll

£37,178 to £43,740 per annum 35 hours per week

Closing Date: 12 noon on 
Thursday 20th September 2012.

Interviews for these posts will be held in October 2012 
in Lochgilphead. 

For full details and to obtain a recruitment pack visit our 
recruitment section on our website at www.acha.co.uk 

To apply: Visit our website at www.acha.co.uk ;
Tel 01546 605859; Email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Flexible carer / 
companion needed
to assist wheelchair-bound 

female with all aspects 
of her daily life, on a job 
share/ rota basis with 

existing carer.
Live-in position, in 

adjoining self-contained 
accommodation.

Driver essential. Plenty of 
spare time during the day.

Isle of Colonsay.
Please reply to 

Sarah Hobhouse
07850 230000.

Senior Husbandryperson
Fishnish, Isle of Mull

Scottish Sea Farms currently has a vacancy for a senior husbandryperson based at 
our Fishnish site on the Isle of Mull. 

The successful candidate will have at least 2 years practical salmon farming experience 
and must be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming 
disciplines including: health and safety awareness, fish health assessment, cage and 
moorings maintenance, feeding optimisation and skilled seamanship. You will have 
the drive to succeed, a well-developed sense of pride and the ability to inspire others. 
Gifted communication skills are essential, as is a proactive ability to guide correct 
decision-making. You will be enthusiastic, honest and transparent in approach.

This position is salaried with a 1:3 weekend working demand. The successful candidate 
will see this as a key step to career development within SSF and should be open to 
training investment.

Boatmasters and/or other relevant boating qualification and a driving licence are 
compulsory. Salary and conditions will be negotiated to reflect the skill and experience 
of the successful applicant.  Subsidised accommodation will also be available, if 
required.

If you would like to know more please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email 
Claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com to obtain an application pack.

Closing Date: Thursday 20th September 2012

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high quality 
Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 
operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.
We are currently recruiting for the following to work at ourr Marine Sites at 
Quarry Point 

Marine Operative 
 (Ref MO/AR/09/12)

(Salary £16284.30 to £19,961.40 
(Salary £16,284 to £19,961 per annum dependant on experience)

The ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, self-motivated, have good communication & 
IT skills and be able to demonstrate prior experience of working within a small, focused 
team in a constantly changing and challenging environment.  Previous aquaculture 
and boat handling experience is desirable but not essential as the company will also 
offer further development opportunities through its in-house training and also through 
external providers.
Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday to Friday, with weekend working 
required on a rota basis.  Overtime is paid at enhanced rates. 
A full, clean driving licence is also essential for this position. 

entry into the Company Pension Scheme after the qualifying period. 
For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, the Scottish Salmon Company,
 Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.
Tel. No. 01499 600 435 / 415
Email: Suzzanne.Mawer@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 4.00pm Friday 21st September 2012
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

Due to continued growth, HWEnergy, Scotland’s 
leading biomass heating specialists, are looking for 
experienced and enthusiastic staff to augment their 
Design Team. The roles will involve developing projects 
from the initial concept stage through detailed design 
and implementation. Duties will include site surveys, 
concept design and options assessment, mechanical, 
electrical and controls design and production of system 
documentation. The available posts are as follows:
Senior Design Engineer – requires a post-graduate 

working with biomass heating systems.
Design Engineer - requires a degree in mechanical 
or building services engineering or similar and at 
least 2 years experience in an engineering design, 
manufacturing, operation or maintenance role.
CAD Technician - applicant will be fully conversant with 
AutoCAD 2D, preferably also 3D drafting, or similar and 
will have experience of producing concept and detail 
drawing and of databases
For all candidates an understanding of engineering 
design processes, ability to produce engineering 
drawings, good literacy and communication skills are 
essential. Experience of writing reports would be a 

Fort William HQ, Flexible working arrangements may 
be considered for the Senior role. Travel to sites within 
Scotland will be required.
For all posts an attractive salary package is on offer as 
well as the opportunity to work in a vibrant team with 
excellent training and personal development potential. 
To apply send C.V and cover letter to craig.
sutherland@hwenergy.co.uk clearly stating 
which role you are applying for. Closing Date for 
Applications: Monday 24th September.

To Let 
Ardfern, 

3 bed house 
fully furnished, large 
kitchen diner, large 

living room, stunning 
views, quiet location, 

garden, £550 pcm 
plus council tax and 
bills, no smoking or 

dss, pets negotiable.  
Telephone 

07503184540.

FOR LET
3 bedroom 

unfurnished house 
in Glencoe Village
avail 1st October

initially on a 6 month 
let, £425 PCM + 
council tax and 

1 months deposit
Phone

07912 979869 
for further details.

COMMERCIAL

TO LET
Workshop/Storage/

Retail Unit
adjacent to 

Hazelbank Motors, 
Lynn Road, Oban.

Telephone 07795972665 Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

TO LET

New Build Cottage To Rent - Taynuilt

£650 pcm
Fully furnished cottage situated in a great location 

overlooking the picturesque glen.
Ideal for professional couple

Cottage consists of
Living room / Kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower

Beautiful garden with decking.
No Smokers, Pets or D.S.S.

Please call 01631 563711 / 07799898348

FOR SALE

John Clegg & Co

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
0131 229 8800    www.johnclegg.co.uk

MOINE ODHAR WOODLANDS
Fort William, Lochaber

83.57 Hectares/206.50 Acres

Two compact conifer plantations close to production set amongst the stunning 
scenery of the Great Glen with good access and sporting rights included.

FREEHOLD FOR SALE AS A WHOLE OR IN TWO LOTS

Lot 1: Offers over £225,000       Lot 2: Offers over £215,000

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

OFFERS OVER: 
£225,000

HOME REPORT VALUATION: 
£275,000

FOR SALE: ARD-A-BHAIGH, 
ROCKFIELD ROAD, OBAN
• SEMI-DETACHED

VICTORIAN TOWNHOUSE
• WELL PRESENTED
 TOWN CENTRE LOCATION
• VIEWS OVER OBAN BAY

TOWARDS KERRERA AND
BEYOND

• LOUNGE
• KITCHEN

• DINING ROOM/5TH
BEDROOM

• 4 BEDROOMS
• BATHROOM
• SHOWER ROOM
• GARDEN
• DOUBLE GLAZING
• GAS CENTRAL HEATING

Disappointing summer?
There’s never been a better time to let 
your holiday cottage with cottages4you.

Market-leading £multi million advertising
Dedicated local support from a Regional Manager
Free grading and business review

Call now for more information: 0845 268 9451
or visit: www.cottages4you.co.uk/owners

LONG LET
Large 3 bedroomed 
secluded cottage in 

Dalmally
Garden & decking 

area with 
picturesque views

Immaculate condition 
en suite and fully 

furnished
Sorry no DSS

£550pcm plus bills
Phone 01838200389

FLAT
FOR RENT
3 bedroom,

central Oban
£565 pcm + 

council tax + bills
Telephone: 

07796198658

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

 Offers over £215,000

KILMAHO LODGE
KILKENZIE, CAMPBELTOWN, PA28 6QD.

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

This is a substantial stone built house with 
extensive outbuildings and ground, including 
a former three bedroomed cottage now used 

as a garage. Reception hall, living room, 
dining room, snug, kitchen, utility area, four 

bedrooms and bathroom.

TO LET - OBAN  
WORKSHOP/WAREHOUSE PREMISES

Central location within town.

and storage accommodation.
Vehicle access and parking.  

terms, including short-term occupancy.
Tel. 01631 563901 or 562056.

Two Bedroom 

for long term rent 
Fully equipped 
and furnished

No Pets  No smoking
No DHSS £500 PCM
References essential

01631 564063 
or 07749717976

WANTED

FLAT TO LET
11 The Greens, 

Oban
2 bedrooms 
one en-suite, 

furnished
£600 pcm + 

deposit + bills
Tel: 07766811082

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership
Oban, Lorn & The Locality

A & E/In Patient Services

Bank Staff Nurse – Band 5
Bank Post
£21,176 - £27,625 pro rata
Dunaros Community Hospital on the Isle of Mull requires an enthusiastic, motivated nurse.

We are small GP acute unit with 4 in patient beds and a community casualty.

You should ideally have some A&E experience and proven post registration experience.

For further information please contact: Karen Thwaites-Jones, Unit Manager/SCN, Tel: 01680 300392 or
E-mail: karen.thwaites-jones@nhs.net
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead,
Argyll PA31 8LB, Tel: 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or E-mail: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Please quote reference: 12Bk/162.
Closing date for completed applications: 28 September 2012.

The British Red Cross helps vulnerable people in 

crisis, whoever and wherever they are. 

As a sales assistant you will be responsible for maintaining 

shop operations through sorting stock, serving customers 

and assisting the shop manager where necessary. 

This role will include cash handling and actively promoting 

sales of goods. We are looking for an individual who can deal 

with customers, who is a strong team player with a positive 

outlook, enthusiastic and has a flexible approach to work.

14 hrs pw  /  £6.27 per hour  /  6 months fixed term contract 

Location: Lochgilphead /  Ref: SA61012LOC

For further information and applying online please visit our website: 

www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Jobs and search SA61012LOC. 

Alternatively for an application pack please email 

gmsteven@redcross.org.uk or telephone Gina on 01738 625976.

Closing date for receipt of completed application 

forms is Thursday 20 September 2012.

We are committed to welcoming people from the widest 

possible diversity of background, culture and experience. The 

Red Cross undertakes CRB checking of all individuals who 

have regular contact with children and vulnerable adults.

The British Red Cross, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered in 

England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).

We also need volunteers. 

See redcross.org.uk/volunteering

Sales Assistant 

PROPERTY

RECRUITMENT

FLAT to LET
OBAN

1 bedroom, 
immaculate condition, 
part furnished, town 

centre, with good 
parking facility, 

No DSS, £380pcm.

Tel 01852 300432 
evenings.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07769943946

cleaningHAMISH
HOEY & 

SON

Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:

01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1800

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

F Beaton
Furnace, Argyll

A Kennedy
Fort Augustus, Inverness-shire

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB 
You may hand it into 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 
are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

PERSONALS

WANTED
HARDY FISHING 

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle

Please Telephone 
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com

  SANDY GEORGE BRICKLAYING
FORT WILLIAM

all aspects of bricklaying undertaken
call for your free estimates

new builds • garages
extentions • retaining walls

foundations • ramps and steps
and all concrete and repair work

01397 700115 • 07979495083
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Seanair

With love from all 
the family

Congratulations 

Ronnie & Sheila 

MacCorquodale 

on your Ruby 

Wedding

Lots of love from 

all the family

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

4 ANTIQUE DINING 
ROOM CHAIRS cost £200 
to re-upholster, downsizing, 
offers.  Telephone 01546 
600045.
ANTIQUE COFFER dark 
oak coffer possibly 18th 
century original bolts 
and hinges can email 
pictures heavy, bargain 
piece of furniture,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 720369.
GENUINE 1970’S 
GOBLIN TEASMAID tea-
maker/ alarm clock.  Unused 
in original packaging,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
564578.

BABY EQUIPMENT
2 IN 1 SILVER CROSS 
PRAM used but in good 
condition 2 in 1 Silver Cross 
big pram with big wheels. 
Adjustable handle and seat, 
grey,  £30 Telephone 07447 
406046.
BABY WALKER NOT 
SIT IN but stand up and 
hold baby walker, new, 

and makes sounds,  £10 
Telephone 07447 406046.
BABY WALKER electronic 

Telephone 01631 563188.
BUSH BABY CHILD 
CARRIER/ Backpacker, 
adjustable seating, straps. 
Integrated pocket for spare 
clothes/food, rain/sun 
cover. Excellent condition, 
suit age 6mth-4yr,  £45 
Telephone 07715 105816.
FISHER PRICE COMFY 
TIME Bouncer, pink, 
excellent condition 
soothing vibrations, gentle 
bouncing, removable toy 

machine washable covers, 
pillow,  £10 Telephone 
01546 830104.

BICYCLES
FRONT CHILDS SEAT  
for bike, great condition. 
Buyer to collect in 
Lochgair,  £15 Telephone 
01546 886236.
GENTS MOUNTIN 
BIKE vgc,  black and blue 
has front and back disc 
brakes. Not used,  £49.99 
Telephone 07774 027007.
REAR CHILDS SEAT 
child’s seat for rear of bike, 
great condition, buyer to 
collect in Lochgair,  £20 
Telephone 01546 886236.

BUILDING / DIY
C O N C R E T E 
I N T E R L O C K I N G 
BUILDING 30x1½ton 
concrete interlocking 
building lego  blocks, 
ideal for retaining walls or 
mooring blocks for boats,  
£99 per block Telephone 
01631  562301².
DE WALT AIR NAIL 

guns. All cased and little 
used. Also large quantity 
nails various sizes,  £150 
Telephone 07718 524158.
HOTPOINT COOKER 
HOOD brand new, boxed, 
Hotpoint cooker hood, ref 

HTN41. List price £100+,  
£45 Telephone 07932 
725790.
KITCHEN CUPBOARD 
LEGS 12 silver plastic legs 
suitable for kitchen units 
and 6 plinth locks,  £12 
Telephone 07932 725790.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR POLISHER heavy 
duty twin handled car 
polisher 1100w. Excellent 
working order,  £25 
Telephone 01880 740204.
TYRES  in good condition, 
plenty of tread. Two @ 
195R 14C pair,  £25 
Telephone 01880 740204.
TYRES  in good condition, 
plenty of tread. One @ 
185R 14C,  £10 Telephone 
01880 740204.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

TYRES 2 x 2 25/40 R18 
88WW b/stone Potenza 

BMW,  £49.99 for 2 
Telephone 01631 570607.
TYRES 2 x 2 55/35 
R1890W b/stone Potenza 

BMW,  £49.99 for 2 
Telephone 01631 570607.

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

TOASTER 6 slice, 
commercial,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 562553.
WATER URN,  £20 
Telephone 01631 562553.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

LANDS END PARKA 
COATS Size 20-22, length 
38”, detachable hood, cost 
over £150, worn once only, 
choice black or blue, will 
sell for,  £35 Telephone 
01546 606134².

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

COMPUTER MONITOR 
Logic 14” computer 
Monitor. Dark grey and 
silver, hardly used, in 
excellent condition,  £25.00 
Telephone 01855 821086.
NINTENDO 64 + 2 
controllers and over 20 
games,  £49.99 Telephone 
07980 650869.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

CLOTHES DRYER Servis 
full size clothes dryer. 
White, good working 
order, buyer to collect in 
Lochgair,  £35 Telephone 
01546 886236.
COFFEE MACHINE 
Krupps combined 

coffee machine. Black 
with chrome inserts, in 
very good condition,  £20 
Telephone 01855 821086.
DISH WASHER Bosch 
Slim line dishwasher. Full 
working order, buyer to 
collect in Lochgair,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 886236.
RAEBURN ROYAL 2 

heater,  £300 Telephone 
07918 601549.
SMOOTHIE MAKER 

black, used couple of 
times. Has a nozzle to pour 
out the drink, easy to wash, 
plastic,  £8 Telephone 
07447 406046.
STEAM CLEANER Vax 
V-081 steam cleaner, 
1500w, good condition, 
easy to use,  £35 Telephone 
01880 740204.
VAX UPRIGHT VACUUM 
CLEANER 2000 watts, 
turbo power booster, 

ideal for pets. In vgc,  £40 
Telephone 01631 565707.

DOMESTIC PETS
LABRADOR PUPS Black, 
Dogs & Bitches, available 
mid September, KC reg, 
Sire health checked, 
suitable for working or 
pets. Telephone Contact 
Alastair 01369 820103 
(Dunoon)².

 FIREARMS
UGARTECHEA PARKER 
HALE 20 bore s/s 1/4 
+1/2 n/e, 27” barrels, 

Kintyre,  £225 Telephone 
01583 431122.

 FURNITURE
ALL CONTENTS of a 
12 bedroom 4 Star Hotel 
for sale, everything must 
go.   For further details 
and appointment to view, 
Telephone 01631 570809.
ANTIQUE PINE BUREAU 
solid wood, lovely condition 
£125, Double Bed, sleigh 
type, ex Mathesons, lovely 
condition, £150, 3 seater, 2 
seater and one chair, good 
condition, £175.  Telephone 
01631 566475 or 07834 
640989.
CHAIRS pair of refurbished 
and re-upholstered 
Victorian high back, off 
white dining/bedroom 
chairs,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720339.
CHAIRS pair of re-
upholstered Meredew 
mahogany bedroom/dining 
room chairs,  £45ono 
Telephone 01631 720339.
COFFEE TABLE 53”long 
x 28”wide,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 562553.
CREAM PAINTED SOLID 
WOOD cabinet, a 3 drawer 
cream solid wood bedside 
cabinet, matches bed I am 
selling. Brand new never 
used,  £45 Telephone 01546 
830104.
HABITAT PINE DINING 
TABLE (60 x 32 inches) 
with 6 pine high back 
chairs(2 carvers), re-
upholstered, vgc,  £140 
Telephone 01631 720339.
MAHOGANY  UNIT  6ft 
by 6ft unit  Cocktail cabinet, 
2 glass display units, 3 
drawers and 2 lower double 
door cabinets, vgc,  £49.99 
Telephone 01586 553743.
MAHOGANY DINING 
TABLE with 4 chairs, 
Forrest Furnishings oval 
extendable table (up to 
6ft). 4 Matching high-back 
chairs, very good condition, 
Campbeltown area,  £270 
Telephone 07920 487939.
SINGLE SOLID PINE 
BED cream painted solid 

bed never used, including 
mattress never used which 
is a Rest Assured pocket 
spring classic 800 medium,  
£49.99 Telephone 01546 
830104.
TALLBOY WARDROBE 
white pine tallboy double 
wardrobe, with 2 drawers 
at the bottom. Immaculate, 
buyer to collect in Lochgair,  
£40 Telephone 01546 
886236.
TV STAND black, 35inches,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
562553.
TWO DOUBLE BEDS 
£300 each, 4’ 6”.  Two 
dining tables.  Telephone 
01631 562553.
TWO SINGLE METAL 
FUTONS folding chair/
bed, grey frame, grey/black 
reversible foam.  Buyer to 
collect from Campbeltown,  
£40 Telephone 07552 
085839².

 GARDEN
BLACK METAL 
PLANTERS matt black tall 
tapered square planters(sold 
as a pair).  Unused, 900mm 
tall,  £49 Telephone 01631 
562921.
BOSCH BATTERY 
STRIMMER Bosch garden 
strimmer complete with 
2 batteries, spare blades 
and instruction manual,  
ex working order,  £25 
Telephone 01631 562930.
FLYMO EASICUT 420 
Electric Hedge Clippers, 
excellent condition, used 
twice.  Save £20 off new 
price,  £39.99 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
RIOBI GARDEN 
STRIMMER adjustable 
length, tilting head,  £20 
Telephone 07552 085839.

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

DUMBBELL SET 2 x 
1.1kg dumbbells, 2 x 
2.3kg dumbbells, 2 x 4.5kg 
dumbbells and storage 
tree,  £10 Telephone 01631 
563790.
HOMEDICS MASSAGE 
CHAIR Cost £500. No 
longer required, reasonable 
offer. Telephone 01546 
600045.

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE AND 
SURROUND textured 

excellent condition,  £49.50 
Telephone 01855 821086.
RAYBURN STOVE Oil-

Rayburn stove and boiler 
little used,  vg condition R/
H oven. Images available, 
buyer to collect,  £250 
Telephone 01809 501359.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

AMBER TREE decorative 
beautiful handmade amber 
tree. New still in the box,  
£10 Telephone 07447 
406046.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 

& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

COLOUR TV 14”complete 
with digi boxes, remote 
controls, etc. plus wall 
mountable stand,  £25 
Telephone 01631 710756.
SONY HI-FI SYSTEM 
RX77S three disk CD 
changer, twin tape decks, 
radio, two speakers. Good 
condition,  £45 Telephone 
01631 563790.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
ERCOL WALL PLATE 
RACK solid elm in medium 

excellent condition,  £40 
Telephone 07500 716262.
MOSQUITO NETS 2 king 
size bed mosquito nets 
with ceiling supports and 
frames, perfect condition,  
£49 Telephone 01631 
730077.
PADDED HEADBOARD 
brand new padded 
headboard for double bed 
still in wrapping grey/white 
with scroll design,  £25 
Telephone 01546 602763.
SOLID PINE DOORS 
two interior solid pine 
doors, suitable for sliding 
wardrobe, six panelled, 
H2040mm x W626mm, 
vgc,  £15 Telephone 07879 
080568.
SOLID PINE DOORS four 
interior solid pine doors, 
six panelled with handles, 
H2040mm x W826mm, 
vgc,  £49.99 Telephone 
07879 080568.

 HOME OFFICE
DELL A940 INKJET ALL-
IN-ONE Printer selling for 
parts as not in working 
order,  £20 Telephone 
01631 563790.
FILING CABINET 2 

cabinet with sleeves. Great 
condition. Buyer to collect 
in Lochgair,  £25 Telephone 
01546 886236.
OAK EFFECT DESK from 
Ikea in excellent condition,  
£20 Telephone 01855 
821086.

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

ANTIQUE CAST IRON 
BATH restoration project/
garage clearout,  £49.99 
Telephone 07810 834460.
ANTIQUE TAPS FOR 
BATH restoration project/
garage clearout,  £49.99 
Telephone 07810 834460.
BATH RE-ENAMEL KIT 
restoration project/garage 
clearout,   £49.99 Telephone 
07810 834460.
CHROME MIXER TAPS 
modern, suitable for wall 
mounting. Never been 
used,  £30 Telephone 01855 
821086.
LEC FRIDGE with small 
freezer compartment, 2 
year old, good condition,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
564300.

 LIVESTOCK
LIMOUSIN BULL 
16 month old, great 
conformation, growth 
potential, has been working. 
Telephone David Wright on 
07796 505938.
PIGLETS FOR SALE 
Saddle Back Cross, ready 
to go now,  Telephone 
01972 510736².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
MARINE Prop J14.25x21, 
£100ono, Prop J14x23P, 
£100, SS Prop, Merc 
Marine Laser 11, 48-16548 
A46, £150, Altinator1.7 
Turbo Diesel Mercruiser, 
No 897247-7180, 12v,50 
amp 3z25, £150, Alpha 
Stern Drive Gear Assembly 
No 1RL31081, £100, All 
unused with hub assembly 
kit.  Telephone Robert on 
01546 602770 or 07724 
160739.

 MISCELLANEOUS
GLENCAIRN CRYSTAL 
DECANTER SET crystal 
decanter and 6 whisky 
glasses, etched with Rennie 
Mackintosh designs. 
Brand new in presentation 
box, cost £100,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 563790.
ROYAL SCOT CRYSTAL 
BRANDY Glasses, 
two brandy glasses in 
presentation box. Hand 
cut lead crystal, brand 
new,  £10 Telephone 01631 
563790.

 MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER in 
excellent condition, 2 years 
old, still under warranty, 
cost £4,000 new, offers 
in the region of £2,000.  
Telephone 01880 820665.

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

ACOUSTIC GUITAR 
Encore W255 6-string 
guitar in excellent 
condition, hardly used, 
with padded carrying case. 
Various teach yourself 
books,  £49.99 Telephone 
07920 487939.
STEPHANELL BUTTON 
& KEY Accordion, hardly 
been used,  £450ovno. 
Telephone 01631 563337².

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

bed with built in pillows. 
Suitable for guest bed or 
ideal for camping,  £10 
Telephone 01855 821086.
AIR BEDS double size air 
bed suitable for various 
uses. Spare Guest bed or 
camping, has built in foot 

£10 each Telephone 01855 
821086.

 POWER TOOLS
POWER WASHER Black 
& Decker, £70 new, never 
been used,  £49 Telephone 
01546 606775.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach on 
all your correspondence. 
500 labels from £20. Call 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, 
printed with your address. 
Sets from £33. From Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
CHILD’S DESK complete 
with pens, crayons, paper 
etc, vgc,  £10 Telephone 
07980 650869.

 WANTED
BREAD PAN For 
Kenwood BM250, BM42 
Model.  Telephone 01951 
200348².
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 
or 07787 991636.

We would like to thank 
Amanda at the Argyllshire 
Halls for all her assistance 

and professionalism  in 
making Matthew and Ali’s 

wedding day so special. She 
helped to take the stress out 

of the day and made sure 
they had everything they 
had hoped for. We would 

also like to thank everyone 
who contributed on the day.   

Edna and John Payne
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MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 16 September 2012

Trinity 15
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion........08.00
Sung Eucharist.............10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicola NcNelly Provost

(01631) 562323
Holy Cross, Portnacroish 

Appin
Holy Communion........18.00
A cordial welcome to people 

from any church or none
St Columba Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion........ 11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............08.00
Evensong......................20.15
Holy Eucharist ......................
.................Wed 19 Sep 14:30

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 16 September 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

BIRTH

CAMPBELL
To Donald and Ashley 

(née MacInnes) the 
gift of a beautiful 

daughter, Aiobha, on 
September 4, 2012 

at Southern General.
First grandchild for 

Caroline and Iain, Oban 
and Flora and Bobby, 

Inverness.

MARRIAGES
MACLEOD – 
SUTHERLAND – The 
marriage took place on 
Friday, August 24, 2012, 
within the grounds of 
Barvaltair, Castleton, 
Lochgilphead, between 
Jonathan Murdo, youngest 
son of Mr and Mrs Kenneth 
MacLeod, and Kaleidh 
Ruth, younger daughter 
of Mr and Mrs David 
Sutherland.

GOLDEN WEDDING
REID – ANDERSON On
September 10, 1962, at 
Muckairn Parish Church, 
Taynuilt by the Reverend 
J Ramsay Thomson, John 
to Jean. Present address 
Fairway, Taynuilt

DEATHS
ASHMAN – Peacefully, 
after a short illness, on 
September 9, 2012, at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Rebecca (Bex) Ashman, 
aged 58 years, of Lunga 
Gardens, Ardfern, cherished 
wife of Phil and much 
loved mother of Sky and 
Sol. A good neighbour and 
dear friend and mentor to 
many.  A private cremation 
service will be held.  A 
celebration of Bex’s life 
will be held at the Lord of 
the Isles, Craobh Haven, on  
Friday, September 21 from 
3pm onwards, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.
JACKSON - Peacefully 
at her home, with her 
family by her side, Edna 
Mary Jackson (née 
Love), in her 72nd year, 
of 3 Hillview Terrace, 
Ardrishaig. Beloved wife 
of Billy Jackson, a much 
loved mother of Catherine, 
Stuart, Coll and Christine 
and much loved nan. A 
good neighbour, dear friend 
and former work colleague 
to many. Funeral service 
was held in Ardrishaig 
Parish Church on Tuesday, 
September 11, 2012, 
followed by interment at 
Achnabreac Cemetery.
Sadly missed.
MACKINNON - Suddenly 
on Thursday, September 
6, 2012, following a 
brief illness, Mary Flora 
MacKinnon, aged 86 years, 
dearly beloved wife of the 
late Lachlan MacKinnon, 
Hillcrest, Isle of Tiree 
and devoted mother of 
Charles, Iain, Lachlan, 
Ewan and Mary. Also a 
much loved mother-in-
law, grandmother, great-
grandmother, sister and 
aunt. Deeply and sorely 
missed.
MACMILLAN - 
Suddenly but peacefully, 
on Wednesday, September 
5, 2012, at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
aged 66 years, Ian, 19 Castle 
Road, Dunbeg, beloved 
husband of Mary, darling 
dad of Iona, best pappy 
in the world of Ashley, 
dear brother, brother-in-
law, uncle, grand uncle, 
neighbour and friend.
MCPHERSON -  Violet 
Donaldson. Peacefully on 
Sunday September 9, 2012, 
Violet, much loved sister of 
the late Duncan McPherson, 
loved aunt and great-aunt 
and friend to many. Family 
service at Eastwood parish 
church Mansewood Road 
on Sunday   September 
16, 2012 at 8pm. Funeral 
service on Monday at 
11am thereafter to Linn 
Crematorium, Lainshaw 
Drive arriving at 12noon to 
which all family and friends 
are respectfully welcome.  
ROBERTSON  - Flora.
Peacefully on September 
6, 2012 at Lochside Care 
Home, Shandon, Flora (née 
Macdougall), formerly of 
Mull, beloved wife of the 
late Charles Robertson 
and much loved mother of 
Isabelle and James. Funeral 
service at Garelochhead 
Parish Church today , 
Thursday, September 13, at 
2pm thereafter to Cardross 
Crematorium arriving at 
3.15pm.
STEWART -  Died 
peacefully at home on 
Tuesday September 4, 
aged 88. Nancy was wife 
to the late Donald Stewart, 
Achnadrish, Isle of Mull.  
Missed by their children 
Fiona, Angus, Sue and 
Jenny. Heartfelt thanks 
for the support given by 
friends and the many carers 
who looked after mum 
with such kindness.Funeral
service was held at Kilmore 
Parish Church, Dervaig on 
Wednesday  September 12, 
2012 thereafter to Kilmore 
Cemetery, Dervaig.

WARREN – Catherine 
(née Cameron) formerly of 
Glenborrodale, Argyllshire.  
Peacefully, after a short 
illness on Tuesday, 
September 4, 2012, Cath, 
beloved wife of the late 
Allan, loving mother 
to Stewart and Eric and 
mother-in-law to Betty and 
Angie and an adored nana 
of Robbie and Rosie.  A 
funeral service will be held 
at the Linn Crematorium, 
Lainshaw Drive, Glasgow 
on Thursday, September, 
13, at 11am.  Family 

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

CARSON – Elizabeth 
and family of Jim would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind expressions of 
sympathy following his 
passing following a short 
illness.  Thanks to all the 
staff in Ward B.  Thanks 
to all who attended the 
memorial service in Oban 
conducted by Rev Dugald 
Cameron and the cremation 
at Clydebank by Rev Ian 
Taylor.  Thanks to Hamish 
Hoey and Son for personal 

of funeral arrangements.  
Thanks to Oban and Lorn 
Lions Clubs for their 
support.  Monies collected 
at both services was £680 
which will be donated to 
Lions Club International 
Water Aid Project.
MACLEAN  – The family 
of the late Charles MacLean 
wish to thank all friends and 

and support. Special thanks 
to the Rev Cringle for his 
comforting service, the 
Royal Hotel, Hamish Hoey 
and to all who attended the 
church and graveside. Thank 
you to grandson Charles for 
piping

IN MEMORIAM
BEATON - In loving 
memory of my dear 
husband Kenneth Iain, 
who passed away on Sep-
tember 16, 1990.
Always remembered.
- Inserted by his loving 
wife Jessie.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my husband 
and our dad Angus, who 
died September 12,1990.
You left a place no one can 

We miss you now and al-
ways will.
- Cathie and family, Caol, 
Corpach and Falkirk.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of a much loved 
mother, mother-in-law, 
sister, granny, and great 
granny Mamie who passed 
away September 12, 2012.
Forever in our thoughts,
- Family at home and 
abroad
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of my dear hus-
band Hugh who passed 
away on September 16, 
2011.
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- Isabel. x
CAMPBELL – Cherished 
memories of a dear dad 
and granddad Hugh who 
passed away on September 
16, 2011.
Always in our thoughts.
- Margaret and 
Christopher xx
CAMPBELL – In mem-
ory of our son John who 
died on September 7, 2003.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts
Mum, Dad and family
CRAVEN – In memory of 
our dear mother and nana 
who passed away on Sep-
tember 13, 1971.
Every day in some small 
way
Memories of you come our 
way.
Always in our thoughts.
- Marleen, Allan and 
family.
MACCORQUODALE - 
Fond memories of my dear 
wife Cathie, who passed 
away quietly on September 
15, 2011.
Along the road of suffering
You found a little lane
That took you up to heav-
en
Which ended all your pain
You may be out of sight
And may be worlds apart
But always will be forever 
in my heart.
Missing you so much
- Hugh
Still looking for that lovely 
smile.
MACCORQUODALE - 
It broke our hearts to lose 
you mum
But you did not go alone
A part of us went with you
The day God called you 
home
Forever in our hearts
Sadly missed
- Your loving daughter 
Mary, grand-children Neil 
and Megan.
MACCORQUODALE - 
What she suffered 
She told but a few
She did not deserve what 
she went through
Tired and weary she made 
no fuss
She tried so hard to stay 
with us.
- Your loving sister Peggy 
Baker, Tobermory.
Long Memories.

MACCUISH – In loving 
memory of our darling son 
Bobby, who left us on Sep-
tember 19, 2006.
Six years have passed but 
we think about you every-
day.
 You will always be in our 
hearts.  Till we meet again.
- Mum and Dad.
MACCUISH – In memory 
of our dear brother Bobby.
Not a day goes by that you 
are not in our thoughts 
and our world is a lonelier 
place without you.
- David, Tia, Claire and 
Daniel.
MACCUISH – Bobby al-
ways in our thoughts, lov-
ing brother and uncle.
You’ll never walk alone.
- Peter, Julie, Andrew and 
Jenna.
MACDONALD - Cath-
erine, died September 12, 
2006
Mum, no words, no verse 
could ever say
How much I miss you eve-
ry day
A loving thought, a silent 
tear
Forever wishing you were 
here.
- Inserted by John xx.
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of my mum 
and our nana Cathie who 
passed away on September 
12, 2006.
Loved and missed always
- Marion, Kenny and 
family, Fort William.
MACDOUGALL – Re-
membering with all our 
love William Rose died 
September 13, 1970 and 
Peteressa (née Currie) died 
September 7, 2003.
- Inserted by their family 
Duncan, Mary, Margaret 
and grandchildren Scott 
and Jenny.
MACGREGOR - In lov-
ing memory of my Dad, 
Alasdair who died Janu-
ary 17, 1998 and my Mum, 
Bunty who died October 1, 
2003.
Always in our thoughts.
- Pamela and John, 
Glencoe.
MACQUARRIE - Treas-
ured memories of our be-
loved parents Annie Helen 
died September 12, 2006 
and Calum, died November 
10, 1996.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- May, Iain, Agnes and 
families.
MOUNT - In loving mem-
ory of my dad Colin, who 
passed away on September 
15, 2006.
Always in our thoughts
- Nicola and Chloe, Black 
Isle.
POLLOCK - In loving 
memory of my Mum, Cath-
erine who died September 
15, 1994 and my Dad, Ian 
who died December 5, 
1981.
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
- Pamela and John, 
Glencoe.
RANKIN – ROSS - cher-
ished memories of my 
beloved mother marion 
rankin-ross
Who fell asleep on the 15th 
of September 2003
Loved and remembered al-
ways.
Your adoring son, Alex x
ROSS - In loving memory 
of a much loved wife, mum 
and nanny, Marion, who 
died September 15, 2003
We visit your grave often
And tend it with loving 
care
But no-one will know the 
heartache
As we turn and leave you 
there.
- Loving husband Rusty 
and family.
STEWART – In loving 
memory of Mary Jane who 
died September 11, 1999, 
a much loved mother and 
granny.
Always in our thoughts.
- Love Margaret, Allan, 
Emma, Beth and Aidan xx

Genesis 1: 31
God saw everything he had made.
And it was very good.

We go around at this time of year 
looking on God’s creation.  We look 
out on the green, the purple of the 

colours starting to come in our gar-
dens and hills.  We marvel at beauty 
of it all. We so often forget God cre-
ated the heaven and the earth, the 
light and the darkness, the seas and 
the sky and land, the vegetation, the 
sun moon and stars, all living crea-

tures. God created male and female 
in his own image and said to them 
“Be fruitful and increase in number, 

-
ture. I give you seed bearing plants, 
every tree that has fruit.”

If we read on into the New Testa-

at creation. We though have not taken 
care of the world that was entrusted 
to us. We do not give daily thanks 
for all we have on our table and all 
around us for all God has provided 

for us. We do not give thanks for 
God’s great love for us when he sent 
His only son to die on a cross for our 
sins. We can say thanks to God and 
Jesus by coming to them.

Listen to what Jesus says “Come 
to me, all of you who are weary and 
carry heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let 
me teach you, because I am humble 

rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy to bear, and the burden I give 
you is light.”

Thought for the Week

20 Years 

Ago

The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, September 17 1992, 

MR DAVID (Davie) Revie has retired 
as organist for St Andrew’s Church, 
Fort William, after many years of loyal 
service.

At a surprise ‘pot luck’ lunch held 
in the hall after the service on Sunday 
September 2, the Rector, Rev Alexander 
Guinness, paid tribute to the willingness 
and devotion to duty shown by David each 
Sunday and also in playing for funerals, 
weddings and ecumenical services.

David, who will be 90 years old in De-
cember and is well-known in local Burns 
Supper circles, was presented with many 
gifts as a token of the love and thanks felt 
by members of the congregation for his 
lovely smile, his dedication and commit-
ment to St Andrew’s Church.

Rev Alexander Guinness with David Revie cutting the cake made by 
Mrs Jane Childs

St Andrew’s 
Church
organist retires

Pen-pals for life
AN OBAN woman who faithfully corresponded with her Ameri-
can pen-pal for nearly 50 years was rewarded with a transatlantic 
visit this month.

Miss Flora Carmichael, of 7 Glencruitten Drive, and Mrs Flor-
ence Popp of Wisconsin began writing to each other 47 years ago 
when Miss Carmichael attended Oban high School and Mrs Popp 
went to starlight School in Wisconsin.

Popp, with the postmark dated October 30, 1945.
Both continued to write long after leaving school and two weeks 

ago, Mrs Popp arrived with her husband on Miss Carmichael’s 
doorstep on an arranged trip.

Mr Popp said that while she intended to visit her Scottish friend 
years ago, marriage and three children to bring up meant this was 
impossible.

This year however, Mr and Mrs Popp celebrated their 40th an-
niversary by making a trip to Oban. Mrs Popp said the nuances 
between the English and American languages were quite amus-
ing.

‘Flora talked about caravans, when we call them mobile homes.
We think of a caravan as a string of camels,’ said Mrs Popp.

She added that she was interested in Miss Carmichael’s career 
as a midwife as only doctors are allowed to deliver babies in her 
home town.

High tech link for primary pupils
SCHOOL children from North Lorn took part in a pilot project in information technology, when they set off on a 

The 42 youngsters from Lochnell, Lismore, Strath of Appin, Barcaldine and Ardchattan Primary Schools 

Summer School.
Launched by the Argyll and Bute Education Division of Strathclyde Region, the main purpose of the exercise 

was to teach the children computer literacy skills.
Last year the schools in the co-operative got fax machines, which linked them to each other. Now modems have 

been installed, which link the computers to a telephone and enable the pupils to participate in distance learning.
Not only will they be able to communicate with schools in the co-operative, but they will also be able to link-up 

with schools abroad and access into programmes using electronic mail.
As well as becoming computer buffs, the youngsters went ten pin bowling, took a trip to the Maritime Museum 

and the Culzean Castle.

Islay’s golden geese
THE WILD geese which invade Islay this winter may 
turn out to be the ones which lay the golden eggs.

Instead of the normal practice of giving the 30,000 
barnacle and white-fronted geese the bird – using scar-
ing techniques – island farmers and crofters could be 
encouraged to make them feel at home.

Government conservation body Scottish Natural 
Heritage is currently trying to hammer out a deal with 

-
ing visitors’ board and lodgings.

Mr Chris Fox, Scottish Natural Heritage’s south-west 
-

nalised. Until that happened there was no agreement.
He said: ‘It is paying the farmers effectively to grow 

their grass for the geese to graze and they will get paid 
on a headage basis according to the number of geese 
on any particular farm. Instead of scaring them off 
they will just let them graze.’

Flora Carmichael and her pen-pal of 47 
years, Florence Popp from Wisconsin. 

The Benderloch pupils who attended the computer course.

THE SHIP’S bell from HMS Campbel-
town has come back to the town for safe-
keeping after Royal Navy staff handed it 
over to Argyll and Bute Council provost 
Isobel Strong.

The handover took place at a civic 
reception yesterday (Wednesday).

The bell will remain in safe keeping 
until a new ship is named after Campbel-
town at some point in the future.

HMS Campbeltown was commissioned 
in May 1989 and paid her last visit to her 
namesake town in March 2011, shortly 
before her decommission in April that 
year.

Ship’s bell returns ‘home’

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.63 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16.55 per single column 
centimetre

Public Notices:
£10.90 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk



Thursday 13 September, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 23FEATURE

Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West - Trailer Sales, 
Servicing and Repairs
Spare Parts & Accessories

Caravan Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Rental
Winter Storage

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  trailwest@talktalkbusiness.netTRAIL WEST

An  Aladdin’s cave for anyone who Tows

Boat trailers from

KILMELFORD YACHT HAVEN

Tel: 01852 200248

www.kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

Fax: 01852 200343

Kilmelford, by Oban, Argyll PA34 4XD

info@kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

•SHELTERED WINTER STORE

•EXTENSIVE REPAIR FACILITIES

•EXPERT AND EXPERIENCED STAFF

•SUMMER SWINGING MOORINGS

EXPLORE THE 
RUGGED WEST 

COAST OF 
SCOTLAND.
ENJOY THE 
BEAUTIFUL

PEACEFUL LOCATION

WITH THE end of the sailing season 
fast approaching plans for your 
boat’s winter storage must be made. 
If not done already, space should 
booked at your boatyard of choice 
and a check list of work to be carried 
out needs to be made. Where you lay 
the boat up will depend on location, 
facilities - eg undercover or outside 
and cost. Each yard has different 
haul-out procedures and timings. 

On lift out pressure washing the hull 
is really essential to prepare a good 
surface for anti-fouling next spring. 
Most yards offer this service. A good 
wash of topsides and wax protects 
over the winter months. This is the 
ideal time to check the whole boat 
for any damage and plan repairs as 
required. Book the work time with 
your yard if not being done yourself 
and ask for their advice if you’re 
unsure of anything. 

A cover protects the boat outside but 
make sure it’s well secured, allow 
for ventilation and watch for chafing 
at regular intervals. Make sure your 
cradle, trailer or support legs are in 
good condition. 

As a rule equipment not in use over 
the winter should be removed from 
the boat, cleaned and stored in a 
well-ventilated place. The interior can 
then be thoroughly cleaned including 
lockers, bilges, cookers and toilets 
and any painting or varnishing 
carried out when weather permits. A 
dehumidifier and heater are a great 
boon to keep the interior dry. Check 
the condition of all fitments and 
make a list of any items required for 
next season. 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
Check lifejackets, harnesses and 
safety gear before storing properly. 
Renew anything that looks suspect 

replace when out of date. The RNLI will 
carry out a free safety check on your 
boat and safety equipment. Life rafts 
need serviced by an authorised centre. 
After cleaning and repairing dinghy 
tenders should be stored partially 

WINTERISE ENGINES
Get a qualified gas engineer to 
inspect gas systems on board. 
Remove batteries if not used over 
winter and put on a trickle charge. 
Flush water systems through with a 
water sanitizer and drain. Drain the 
diesel tank and winterise all engines. 
Book in early with the yard if you 
want them to do this for you.

Check all deck equipment and 
overhaul or replace as required. 
Remove anchors and chain over the 
bow and store on a pallet with the 
chain belayed. Wash all standing 
and running rigging, warps, sheets 
and halyards to remove salt and 
store properly. Inspect masthead 
instrumentation.

SAILS
Sail lofts are on hand to give advice 
on all aspects of sail requirements 
and maintenance. This is a good time 
to order new sails if needed and clean 
and overhaul existing suits. Local 
sail makers offer cleaning, repair 
services and even storage. Good layup 

year much easier. 

Above all ask advice from your local 
boat-yard operator, service engineer, 
chandler or sail-maker if there’s 
anything you’re unsure about. Then 
you can relax and enjoy the winter 
planning your sailing season for 
2013!

Store yourStore your
Boat

for the winter
Boat

for the winter

Marine Grades Fasteners and 
Fixings, Welding and Abrasive 
Supplies, Nails, Screws, Fixings, 
Boating/Marine Supplies, Power 
Tools, Hand Tools, Adhesive Tapes, 
Chemicals and thousands more….
Fynepax is your one stop shop for 
just about anything anyone could need.
We deliver as close to us as Dumbarton, Clydebank, Drymen, Greenock, 
Helensburgh and as far as Dunoon, Oban, Inveraray to name a few.

T: 01389 733307   F: 01389 768933  
www.fynepax.co.uk

• Moorings • Marine Civils 
• Surveys • ROV services

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07795 085078

12 Argyll Terrace, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, PA75 6PB

T: 01688 302303 F: 01688 302515

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk

Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

SAIL AND COVER VALETING
NEW SAILS, COVERS, UPHOLSTERY, 

RIGGING, FURLING GEAR
RIG INSPECTION, TUNING AND SERVICE

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR
Tel: 01631 720485 • Fax: 01631 720545

Email: info@owensails.com

TOPPER FOR SALE

£700 o.n.o.

For Sale - Topper dinghy, good condition, blue hull,
centre mainsheet with ratchet block.

Race 6: 1 downhaul, 3: 1 kicker and 4: 1 outhaul, 2: 1 traveller.
Nearly new sail and foils, good mast and boom.
Wind Hawk and bitz bag, sail bag and spar bag.

Large wheel launching trolley.

Please Call 01855 811693

TASK FORCE 18, PLEASURE BOAT,
18FT X 6FT 6”

£2500 o.v.n.o.

EXCELLENT CONDITION, TWO SEATS, REPAINTED 2012, 
COMES WITH TRAILER.

Tel: 0789 987 6452 OR 01880 820799
Email. tarbertshellfish@btconnect.com

£595 o.n.o.

16ft GRP rowing 
boat in good 

condition with oars.

Call 07775501658 
or 01631 720414

16FT GRP 
ROWING BOAT WANTED

16’ Arran/Orkney 
Loch Fishing Boat, 

with forward 
cabin/cuddy, with/

without trailer/
outboards.

Telephone: 
07703 112422
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Specialising in the 

Hydro Schemes;

Drainage

Tel: 01546 603583   Fax: 01546 602576
Email: enquiries@damacdonald.co.uk  Web: www.damacdonald.co.uk
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR         

Issued by Artemis Fund Managers Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 
Authority (www.fsa.gov.uk), 25 The North Colonnade, Canary Wharf, London E14 5HS.

We’d like to wish good luck 
to Kyles and Inveraray in 

pursuing the Camanachd Cup.  
But if it’s Profits not prizes you’re 
more interested in pursuing, why 
not talk to our experts about our 
next Profit hunting expedition? 
Just contact your financial advisor 
or call 0800 092 2051.

The value of an investment, and any income from it, can fall as 

may not get back the amount originally invested. Please remember 
that past performance is not a guide to the future.

artemis.co.uk

Profit hunting isn’t the only pursuit where a 
good shot can reap considerable rewards

A CELEBRATION of south 
shinty will take place at 

-

Past Winners

Man of the Match

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

James Perlich,
Kyles Athletic coach

-
-

-

Kyles captain Andrew King

-

-

can play the way 

TIGHNABRUAICH 
POST OFFICE

May and 
the posties 
wish Kyles 

Shinty Team 
good luck on 

Saturday

“THE BARN” at Millcroft

Millhouse, near Tighnabruaich, PA21 2BW
01700 811 225, 948

www.thebarnatmillcroft.co.uk   www.argyllsecretcoast.co.uk

wish Kyles Shinty team good luck on Saturday

www.kames-hotel.com / enquiries@kames-hotel.com / 01700 811489

Good Luck Kyles!
from  Pat & Shelley & Team

Brambles
Bistro with rooms
Good luck to 
Inveraray Shinty Team
Main Street, Inveraray. 01499 302252
Enjoy the subtle aroma of beautiful 
local produce. Whether it’s a light 
lunch or hearty Scottish fayre 
- Brambles is the perfect destination.
Monday to Sunday 8.30am to last 
orders 5pm. On holidays and busier 
days, last orders 8pm

Oban hosts first all-south Scottish cup



Thursday 13 September, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 25SPORT

W.D. Semple
W D Semple wish both 

teams every success this Saturday 
in the Camanachd Cup Final

www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

1896  Kingussie 2 Glasgow Cowal 0 1955 Newtonmore 5 Kyles 2
1897  Beauly 5 Brae Lochaber 0  1956  Kyles Athletic 4 Kilmallie 1      
1898  Beauly 2 Inveraray 1  1957 Newtonmore 3 Kyles 1           
1899  Ballachulish 2 Kingussie 1  1958 Newtonmore 3 Oban Caman 1
1900  Kingussie 1 Furnace 0  1959  Newtonmore 7 Kyles 3
         (replay after drawn game)  1960  Oban Celtic 4 Newtonmore 1
1901  Ballachulish 2 Kingussie 1  1961 Kingussie 2 Oban Celtic 1
1902  Kingussie 3 Ballachulish 1  1962  Kyles Athletic 3 Kilmallie 1
1903  Kingussie awarded cup – Inveraray 1963  Oban Celtic 3 Kingussie 2
Refused to travel for replay after draw 1964 Kilmallie 4 Inveraray 1
1904  Kyles Athletic 4 Laggan 1  1965 Kyles Athletic 4 Kilmallie 1
1905  Kyles Athletic 2 Newtonmore 0  1966 Kyles 3 Newtonmore 2
1906 Kyles Athletic 4 Newtonmore 2 1967 Newtonmore 3 Inveraray 0
1907  Newtonmore 7 Kyles Ath 2   1968  Kyles Athletic 2 Kingussie 1
1908  Newtonmore 5 Furnace 2            (replay after 3-3 draw)
1909  Newtonmore 11 Furnace 3  1969  Kyles Athletic 3 Kilmallie 1
1910  Newtonmore 6 Furnace 1  1970  Newtonmore 7 Kyles 1
1911  Ballachulish 3 Newtonmore 1 1971 Newtonmore 7 Kyles 1

but protest by Ballachulish was upheld 1973 Glasgow MA 4 Kingussie 2
1912  Ballachulish 4 Newtonmore 2 1974 Kyles Athletic 4 Kingussie 1
1913  Beauly 3 Kyles Athletic 1  1975 Newtonmore 1 Kyles 0
1914  Kingussie 6 Kyles Athletic 1          (replay after 3-3 draw)
1915 -19 No Competition due to First 1976 Kyles Ath 4 Newtonmore 2
World War    1977 Newtonmore 5 Kyles Ath 3
1920 Kyles 2 Newtonmore 1  1978 Newtonmore 3 Kyles Ath 2
 (replay after 0-0 draw)   1979 Newtonmore 4 Kyles Ath 3       
1921  Kingussie 2 Kyles Athletic 1  1980 Kyles Ath 6 Newtonmore 5
1922  Kyles Athletic 6 Beauly 3  1981 Newtonmore 4 Oban Caman 1
1923  Furnance 2 Newtonmore 0  1982 Newtonmore 8 Oban Celtic 2
1924  Kyles Athletic 2 Newtonmore 1 1983 Kyles 3 Strachur and Dist 2
 (replay after 3-3 draw)   1984  Kingussie 4 Newtonmore 1
1925 Inveraray 2 Lovat 0  1985  Newtonmore 4  Kingussie 2
1926 Inveraray 3 Spean Bridge 2  1986 Newtonmore 5 Oban Caman 1
1927  Kyles Athletic 2 Newtonmore 1 1987  Kingussie 4 Newtonmore 3
1928  Kyles Athletic 6 Boleskine 2  1988  Kingussie 4 Glenurquhart 2
1929  Newtonmore 5 Kyles Athletic 3 1989 Kingussie 5 Newtonmore 1
1930  Inveraray 2 Caberfeidh 1  1990  Skye 4 Newtonmore 1
1931 Newtonmore 4 Inveraray 1  1991  Kingussie 3 Fort William 1
1932  Newtonmore 1 Oban 0  1992  Fort William 1 Kingussie 0
1933 Oban 3 Newtonmore 2  1993  Kingussie 4 Oban Caman 0
 (replay after 1-1 draw)   1994  Kyles Ath 3 Fort William 1
1934  Caberfeidh 3 Kyles Athletic 0 1995  Kingussie 3 Oban Caman 1
1935  Kyles Athletic 6 Caberfeidh 4 1996  Oban Caman 3 Kingussie 2
1936  Newtonmore 1 Kyles Athletic 0 1997  Kingussie 12 Newtonmore 1
 (replay after 2-2 draw)   1998  Kingussie 7 Oban Caman 3
1937  Oban Celtic 2 Newtonmore 1  1999  Kingussie 3 Oban Caman 0
 (replay after 2-2 draw)   2000  Kingussie 3 Kyles Athletic 1
1938  Oban 4 Inverness 2  2001  Kingussie 2 Oban Caman 0
1939  Caberfeidh 2 Kyles Athletic 1 2002  Kingussie 3 Inveraray 2
1940-46 No competition due to Second 2003  Kingussie 6 Fort William 0
World War    2004  Inveraray 1 Fort William 0
1947  Newtonmore 4 Lochfyneside 0 2005  Fort William 3 Kilmallie 2
1948  Newtonmore 4 Ballachulish 2 2006 Kingssuie 4 Fort William 2
1949  Oban Celtic 1 Newtonmore 0                   2007 Fort William 3 Inveraray 1
1950  Newtonmore 4 Lochfyneside 2                2008 Kingussie 1 Fort William 2
1951  Newtonmore 8 Oban Camanachd 2 2009 Fort William 4 Kyles Arh 3
1952  Inverness 3 Oban Celtic 2  2010 Fort William 3 Kingussie 2
1953  Lovat 4 Kyles Athletic 1  2011 Newtonmore 4 Kingussie 3
   (replay after 2-2 draw)  2012 Inveraray v Kyles Athletic

Previous winners of the 
Camanachd Challenge CupKyles have signalled they won’t 

be changing their winning for-
mulae on match day by having 
lunch at their usual stop-off point 
in the heart of the Royal Burgh, 
while Inveraray team sponsors, 
The George Hotel, have laid 
on steak and pasta dishes after 

heavy training sessions. But 
then, there is much at ‘steak’ 
for both teams in this all-Argyll 
affair besides local pride.

Kyles have a rich shinty 
culture but have not lifted the 
Camanachd Cup since 1994. 

As talented a squad as they 

are, this generation will not 

achieved until they have won 
the famous trophy. Add to that 
the expectation of the Cowal 
community, which feels 18 years 
is too long without Camanachd 
Cup success. Inveraray, on the 

other hand want to prove their 

there are plenty personal reasons 
for winning, not least for captain 
Scott Robertson, who retires this 
season and is keen to emulate 
his brother David, who was the 
victorious captain in 2004.

for the two of us. I’m retiring 
at the end of the season, so I’m 
hoping to go out on a high.

‘The last time we won I 
made it back to work on the 
Thursday, so if we win this 
year it will probably be a 
similar story. 

‘The streets were lined with 
people when we returned 
last time, so we would hope 
that would happen too. The 
Saturday night is just a blur 
but it sinks in on the Sunday 
and people start to hear about 
what’s happened.’

Garry says a 
win would mean 
so much to 
Inveraray

Inveraray bank on cup-winning experience at Oban

Scott Robertson,
Inveraray captain

DEPENDABLE full-back Scott 
Robertson has more cup-win-
ning medals than most teams 
have combined but will be keen 
to emulate his brother, David, 
who lifted the Camanachd Cup 
as captain in 2004.

He said: ‘Most of the other 
squads say Mossfield is our 
lucky park. We won the 
Camanachd Cup final here in 

2004 and three Macaulay Cup 
finals as well. 

It suits us, the way our 
forwards play, they like to 
play the ball about in big open 
spaces.

‘But it suits Kyles as well, 
there’s nothing between the 
two teams.

‘There is more pressure 
in this final because we are 
up against our Argyll rivals 
– Inveraray and Kyles have 
dominated the south recently - 
and we will take it a lot harder 
if we lose. The last thing we 
want is Kyles going through 
Inveraray with the cup on 
Saturday night!

‘It is the highest honour in 
shinty to lead your team out 
in the final of the Camanachd 
Cup.

‘My brother, ‘Bingo’, was the 
captain in 2004 when we won, 
so it would be a good honour 

Garry MacPherson,
player and assistant coach for 

Inveraray

final to be held in south

A warm welcome to Oban
COUNCILLOR Louise Glen Lee, chairwoman of the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 

She said: ‘I am excited at the prospect of two great Argyll teams contesting a 

‘It is the ticket that everyone wants this weekend.
‘With the television cameras there I hope we see sunshine and great shinty to 

showcase the town and the stadium.

Duncan’s
Village Store

Kames, Tighnabruaich. 
Open 7 days Tel: 01700 811356

Good Luck and 
Best Wishes 

to Kyles 
Shinty Team

• Newsagents • Grocers • Off Licence

Good Luck 
to Kyles 

from all at
Andrew’s 
Garage

Tighnabruaich, PA21 2DS

01700 811386
Tel: 01499 302289

The store which provides you with all your daily 
needs, groceries and hardware.

Every success to Bob and his team 

Arch Garage, Inveraray. Tel: 01499 302289 
email: owenlondis@aol.com   www.londis.co.uk

The store which provides you with all your daily 
needs, groceries and hardware.

All the best to Inveraray Shinty Team from all at 
Londis Arch Garage

Star striker Garry MacPherson, 
who is also assistant manager, 
personifies the ageless Invera-
ray team and his experience 
will be crucial on Saturday. 

He said: ‘I think a win on Satur-
day will mean more to the players, 
because we will have won the cup 
twice and that would prove that 

‘We have been consistent in 
the cups for years, we got to the 
Camanachd Cup final in 2002, 
then won it in 2004, then got to 

the final again a couple of years 
later.

‘For such a small community we 

which is more than most clubs will 
be in and we can be proud of that. 

‘You don’t get remembered for 
winning the league, you get re-
membered for winning this cup.’

Wishing Kyles Athletic lots of luck in The Camanachd 
Cup Final from Paul & Chris Moss at IPM Associates.

The services we provide as part of our business that we would like to 

include in the advert are as follows;

    Civil & Structural Engineering

    Timber Frame Panel Drawings For The Self Builder

    SER Certification • Drainage Assessment & Design

    Site Investigations • Topographical Surveys & Setting Out

    Architectural Design Services

IPM Associates, Tober Dhu, Tighnabruaich, Argyll, PA21 2AF
01700811811

info@ipm-associates.com    www.ipmassociates-engineers.co.uk

Fyne Snips
INVERARAY

Good luck to 
the boys on 

Saturday – bring 
the trophy home

Tel: 01499 302059



Taynuilt
lose out to
Cardross
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ATHLETICS

The winning team, from left: Ross Maitland, Roy McLuckie, Graham Douglas, Daniel Cameron and 
Gareth Evans. 16_t37indoor01

ROSS Maitland Builders won a 

Atlantis Leisure on Sunday after 
beating the hosts on penalties in 

The builders had produced a 

Special mention

by Atlantis sports coach Innes 

th

tions and was refereed by John 

Maitland’s Marauders win indoor tournament
INDOOR FOOTBALL

CRICKETcricket season by taking the 
scalp of one of the country’s best 

Oban’s bowlers stuck to their 
task well though and Andrew 

Neill Belshaw and Koyes 
Khan also bowled well for Oban 

losing two wickets with the 

found the conditions to his lik

a superb ground that was a real 

Connel Boys Football Club members presented club stalwart George Campbell with a new Rangers FC strip and a voucher for Piazza restaurant to mark his 20th year with the club. George, pictured 
centre, runs the club from the pitch at Achaleven, a playing surface he has helped to maintain over the years. 16_t37george01

Oban Saints Under-15s’ Ally MacLean takes on an FC Thistle defender during their Dumbarton Development League match held at 
Glencruitten last Sunday. Unfortunately the Oban lads were on the wrong end of a 5-2 scoreline. 16_t37footy01

season in style

SATURDAY saw the last of the 

both on the bowling green and in 

  The rain did not deter about 

BOWLS

business for Helen MacLean 

contest for the Ardsheal Trophy 

Sunday they once again took up 

leading all the way until Helen 
was able to close the gap to one 

the ladies balloted triples was 

Margaret MacLean lead against 

Peggy MacPherson second and 

battled on and in the end Helen’s 

Duncan Campbell Memorial Trophy winners 
Angus and Elizabeth MacGillivray.

The Ardsheil Ladies Trophy winner Helen 
MacLean. 

OBAN Lorne were left disap
pointed last Saturday as oppo

This was a huge blow to Oban 
who had a healthy squad of play

Uddingston topped the table 

took part in Atlantis Leisure’s 

had to be rescheduled at a later 

th

Record breakers at 
Atlantis Leisure

defeat to Isle of Arran going 

Oban Lorne are back in action 

be hosting the annual Oban 

RUGBY

Oban Lorne’s opponents

FOOTBALL

the Scottish Select squad to face 

Saints players in 
Scottish squad

group stage
Taynuilt Amateurs 1

Cardross 2

Manager Stuart Reid was able 

with Stephen MacLeod as 

Maitland and Martin Bonar 

FOOTBALL

when a Martin Bonar through 

outwitted the goalkeeper to slot 

in acres of space but he rushed a 

Composure

the blocks in the second half but 
Taynuilt were soaking up the 

front of the referee but to the be

pushing forward in a bid to get 

Manager Reid said: ‘It was a 

are away to Helensburgh in the 

year by The Rowantree Hotel 

‘We have been struggling to 
field the same team each week’

encouraging anyone in the Oban 
area with an interest in shinty to 

squad followed in the footsteps 

winning the Ferguson Transport 
Inter District Shield at Spean 

Duncan Mackinnon scoring the 

Represent

represent the north area in a 

Lochaber defeated Skye and 

defeat a disappointing Badenoch 

both Skye and Wester Ross and 

Lochaber’s Arran MacPhee 
had to be replaced in the second 

YOUTH SHINTY

Transport Inter District Shield

SHINTY COACHING

Youth teams 
up for the cup

they look to win trophies of their 

winners of the Scottish Hydro 

YOUTH SHINTY



SHINTY

Fixtures

The Orion Group Premiership
  P     W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Newtonmore 17    13        2        2       52      22       28
Kyles Athletic 17    12        2        3       47      30       26
Lovat  17      8        4        5       37      29       20
Fort William 18      8        3        7       36      34       19
Glenurquhart 17      8        2        7       32      37       18
Kingussie  17      7        3        7       39      37       17
Inveraray  15      7        1        7       34      30       15  
Kinlochshiel 18      6        4        8       43      42       16
Kilmallie  18      3        2      13       28      49        8
Bute  18      0        5      13       11      49        5

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                    P    W       D        L        F       A       Pts
Lochaber  13    11        2        0       64      13       24
Skye  15    10        3        2       40      21       23
Caberfeidh 18      8        3        7       51      39       19
Beauly  15      8        1        6       34      32       17
Inverness  16      5        2        9       27      49       12
Lochcarron 17      4        3      10       24      45       11
Strathglass 16      1        2      13       23      64        4

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts      
Oban Camanachd 13     12       1        0       62      10        25
Glasgow MA 14     10       0        4       40      17        20
Glenorchy  13     10       0        3       30      14        20
Taynuilt  14      4        5        5       28      33        13
Oban Celtic 14      5        1        8       26      38        11
Strachur  14      3        3        8       19      30         9  
Kilmory  14      3        2        9       23      43         8
Aberdour  14      2        0      12       11      54         4

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P      W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Newtonmore 18     14       1        3       76      20       29
Skye  18     10       2        6       42      32       22
Kinlochshiel 17      8        5        4       33      38       21
Glenurquhart 16      8        2        6       36      32       18
Fort William 17      8        0        9       31      33       16
Kingussie  17      5        5        7       41      44       15
Lovat  18      7        1      10       37      47       15
Glengarry  18      7        1      10       31      42       15
Aberdeen Uni 17      6        2        9       37      39       14
Lochaber  18      3        3      12       39      76         9

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W      D       L        F       A      Pts
Lochside Rovers 18      17      0        1       98       27     34
Kyles Athletic 17      12      0        5       66       28     24
Ballachulish 16       9       2        5       38       29     20
Tayforth  17       9       1        7       49       43     19
Col Glen  18       7       3        8       41       52     17
Bute  14       6       1        7       40       32     13
Inveraray  17       5       3        9       41       52     13
Ardnamurchan 18       5       1      12       44       49     11
Aberdour  17       5       1      11       35       64     11
Glasgow MA 18       4       0      14       19       95      8
Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                   P      W       D       L        F        A      Pts
Beauly  17     15       1        1       97       16      31
Boleskine  18     12       3        3       73       40      27
Lochbroom 18     12       2        4       57       29      26
Kilmallie  16      9        2        5       63       36      20
Lochcarron 17      9        1        7       46       41      19
Caberfeidh 18      9        0        9       51       47      18
Strathspey 18      5        2      11       39       71      12
Lewis Camanachd 18      3        2      13       26       69       8
Strathglass 18      3        2      13       27       79       8
Inverness  18      3        1      14       20       71       7
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Results

Better goal difference 
should see ‘More 
retain the league title

MANY in the world of shinty
were saddened to hear of the
sudden death of Ian ‘Parrot’
MacMillan, who died last
Wednesday, September 5.

Ian played shinty for Oban
Lorn before joining Oban

Saturday 8th September

Orion Group Premiership   
Bute 2 - 2  Kinlochshiel
Newtonmore 1 - 0 Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Caberfeidh 3 - 6 Lochaber 
Beauly 2 - 1 Skye   

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glasgow MA 0 - 1 Oban Cam  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2 
Fort William 6 - 0 Lochaber 
Fort William P - P Kinlochshiel 

a team match to be rescheduled

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Inveraray P - P Bute  

points to Inveraray

Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Beauly 3 - 3 Boleskine 
Kilmallie P - P Lochcarron     

a team points to Kilmallie

Camanachd Association 
Friday 7th September
Under 14 Marine Harvest 
Leagues
Lovat 0 - 7 Skye
Newtonmore 3 - 0 Kilmallie
Sam Richardson
Iain Robinson
Craig MacLeod
Fort William 4 - 0 Kingussie
Glenurquhart 3 - 1 Beauly

Womens Camanachd 
Association
Sunday 2nd September
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Ardnamurchan P - P Lochaber  
Strathglass  0 - 5 Glengarry

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Dunadd 1 - 1 Cowal & Bute  

Saturday 8th September
Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup Final
Strathglass 4 - 5 Lochaber  

Valerie Fraser Cup Final
Aberdour 4 - 3 Glengarry

Fixtures 15th September

Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup Final
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic         
Graham Cameron - 2.30pm

Sunday 16th September
Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Beauly v Lochaber   
Evan MacRae - 2.30pm

Camanachd Association
Youth Fixtures 
15th September
Ken MacMaster
Under 14 Cup Final
Oban Caman v Newtonmore  
Daniel MacRae - 11.45am

Scottish Hydro Development
Cup Final
(Under 14 - 9 a side)
Inveraray v Uist   
Lachie Wood - 11.45
Rugby Field, Oban

Youth Fixtures
Friday 14th September
Under 14 Marine Harvest 
Leagues
Kilmallie v Lovat
Kingussie v Kinlochshiel
Fort William v Caberfeidh
Beauly v Ardnamurchan
Glenurquhart v Strathglass

A glimpse into OBAN CAMA-
NACHD’S not too distant future

against a similarly weakened
Glasgow Mid Argyll.

The Oban side came back
home with three points after an
Aiden MacIntyre goal sealed
a 1-0 win but the main talking
points were the performances
of Camanachd’s new boys, fresh
from a successful season with
Lochside Rovers and eager to
impress.

regulars missing, it was one of
the younger players, 16-year-old
ChrisMacMillan,whoimpressed
most for Camanachd, alongside
the experienced Gareth Evans in
defence.

The young Lorne Dickie also
showed maturity beyond his
years to hold the centre line for
the visitors.

There was also a place in the
team for Lochside Rovers’ more

Camanachd with whom he had a
long association and was active
in many roles.  He was a long-
term committee member and,
as manager of Lochside Rovers,
won the Sutherland Cup in 1997
before taking over as manager of

Oban Camanachd. He also took
the South of Scotland Under 21
team to Grampian Cup success.

His funeral took take place at
Oban Parish Church on Tuesday
with many shinty clubs repre-
sented.

Sudden death of Oban shinty stalwart

Newtonmore have one hand 
on the Orion
Premiership
Trophy

Ian ‘Parrot’ MacMillan in a familiar pose as a goal judge at one of his beloved shinty matches

TWO VITAL league points

season should be enough to
allow Newtonmore to retain the
Orion Premiership trophy for a
third consecutive season.

With one game apiece still
to play - Newtonmore away to
Glenurquhart and Kyles Athletic
at Inveraray - Newtonmore lead
Kyles by two points and have a
huge goal advantage of 13.

Only a substantial defeat for
Newtonmore at Drumnadrochit
and a massive win for Kyles at
the Winterton could give Kyles
the chance to overhaul their
league rivals.

Newtonmore are scheduled to
play Glenurquhart on September
22, however Kyles  are not due to
play Inveraray until September
29.  

Cancelled
Last Saturday’s league tie at

the Eilan was within minutes
of being cancelled after referee
Innes Wood failed to appear.
With a substantial crowd already

phone calls led to referee Ron
Kennedy agreeing to stand in at
the shortest of notice - and the
match started 45 minutes late.

Glenurquhart were clearly up
for the game and for the opening

Newtonmore’s Danny MacRae and Glenurquhart full-back John Barr were locked together for long periods of the 90 minutes at the Eilan last Saturday. 
Picture – Dave Fallows

20 minutes stretched the home

the ball.

on there were fewer outright
and purposeful attacks resulting
in  Newtonmore goalkeeper
Michael Ritchie seeing little of
the ball.

By contrast,  Glenurquhart’s
Stuart McIntosh had an out-
standing match and produced a

teams to reach the interval with
honours still even.

Six minutes into the second
half keeper MacIntosh made
another excellent stop from a
Fraser MacKintosh shot but this
time the ball rebounded kindly
in front of Evan Menzies who
was able to loft the ball over the
keeper and into the net.

Newtonmore regained a spark
of self-belief from the goal and
eagerly pressed forward in search
of another were again kept at bay
by more superb goalkeeping at
the Glen end.

The single Menzies goal was

the two points that they so
desperately needed from their
last home tie, however, manager

MacArthur, who announced this
week that he, assistant manager
Willie Menzies, and some of
the background team, will
relinquish their lead roles after

to his players that he will not be

big performance in a fortnight’s
time at Drumnadrochit.

Delighted though he may be
with the result last Saturday,
MacArthur is refusing to take
anything for granted.

He said: ‘These two points

against Glenurquhart were a
must. We had to get a win at
home to put us into the position
where Kyles now have to rely
on goal difference and a big

turnaround to win the league.’
But he warned : ‘It’s not in the

bag yet and until it’s mathemati-
cally certain we can’t assume
anything.’

experienced duo of Brian Mac-
Callum and Daniel MacKinnon
in attack.

Oban Camanachd co-manager
Peter MacCuish said: ‘It was a
typical end-of-season encounter
with nether team making many
clear-cut chances, although we
dominated large parts of the
game.

‘I was particularly impressed
with young Chris MacMillan,
who had an excellent game and
looks a great prospect.

‘WithPapaMacCuishandScott
MacMillan missing, I moved
Lorne Dickie into centre and he
had a good game in there.

‘I was really impressed with
how the young boys played and
you will see them feature in the
last two games of the season.’

JC Memorial Trophy

Glenorchy in Dalmally but

Trophy at Taynuilt against the
village side a week on Saturday.

The trophy is played in memory

who died at the age of 20 in a car
crash in 2001.

and Oban Camanachd but this

which starts at 12.30pm.

BUTE’S good form has come
too late to save them from
relegation and bottom place in
the league.

games have seen good perform-
ances against Kyles Athletic and
Newtonmore and, last Saturday,
a battling 2-2 draw with Kin-

Despite going 2-0 down
to Kinlochshiel when Keith
MacRae struck twice, Bute were

with one win on the board and
pushed on. Roberto Zavaroni
pulled one back after 62 minutes
and Hector Whitelaw equalised
from the penalty spot on 79 min-

the season.
Poor early season form had

seen a change of personnel in the

few games, with more young
players being given their chance
at the top level.

Manager Barry Martin says
their performances give him
hope for the immediate future.

He said: ‘We have been play-
ing really well in recent weeks;
I think the Kinlochshiel match
was a fair result and we made
Kyles and Newtonmore work for
their wins.

‘However, we didn’t put the
work in early enough in the sea-
son and we have got out of this

Oban Camanachd’s youngsters impress
season what we have put into it.’

Two youngsters that have
caught the eye in recent weeks

Adam Stirling.

been selected for the Scottish un-
der-21 team after being granted
leave to train and 17-year-old

GLENURQUHART were
unable to slow Newtonmore’s
title charge, losing out 1-0 at The
Eilan in a tough fought match
last weekend.

they welcome ’More to Drum-
nadrochit on September 22. A
win would see the Macaulay
Cup champions move ahead of
Fort William and level on points
with Lovat, although the goal
difference is too large for Glen
to have any realistic chance of

KINGUSSIE have one more
game to play in 2012 – a home
tie against Inveraray on October
6.

Kings sit in sixth, but still
have a chance of leapfrogging
Glenurquhart and Fort William
to grab forth spot if they beat
Inveraray and other results go
their way.

LOVAT will close out their
season next Saturday when
they play Inveraray at Balgate
Park. A win or a draw would
guarantee Allan MacRae’s men
a well-merited third place in the
Orion Group Premiership.

LOCHABER took a massive
step towards winning Marine
Harvest North Division One
title with a thrilling comeback
against Caberfeidh on Saturday.

The Spean Bridge side are
a point clear at the top of the

Lochaber defender Stuart Matheson tries to stop Fort’s Sean Cameron during 
Saturday’s game at An Aird. 20_f37shinty01

league with two games in hand,
and know two wins in their
next two games against Beauly
and Skye would see them seal
promotion to the premiership.

Lochaber had only conceded 10
goals in 12 league games before
Saturday, but found themselves
3-0 down with 30 minutes at
Castle Leod.

But goal machine Shaun
Nicolson came alive to score
three times in nine minutes
before the break, and with Ben
Delaney also hitting the back of
the net Lochaber somehow went
into half time 4-3 ahead.

Nicolson scored again three
minutes into the second half to
make it 5-3 before Scott Pat-
terson rounded off the win in the
70th minute.

Lochaber’s next game will be
away to Beauly on Sunday.

SKYE CAMANACHD’S 
chances of overhauling Loch-
aber for the Marine Harvest
North Division One title look
bleak after Saturday’s 2-1 defeat
at Beauly’s Braeview Park. Marc

-
Donald put the home side 2-0
ahead after 20 minutes and Skye
could not turn pressure towards
the end of the half into goals.

Both sides had chances in the
second half and Aonghas Mac-

came too late for the Skyemen.
Skye coach Willie MacRae

was sanguine in defeat – but was
under no illusions that Loch-
aber can now only throw the title
away.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The

the keeper, he thought the ball
was going wide but it went in,
and we again struggled to score
goals.

‘We were without our top

who broke his arm at work. Our
captain Shockie MacLennan

was on holiday and wing centre
Sean Hedley was working, so
that did not help either.

‘Then we lost our full centre
Chris Rose during the game

was also a compound fracture.
It was a sore one – they had to
pin it in the hospital.

‘Chris has been playing really
well, so it does not make it any
easier for us. It’s a blow for him
too – he was in with a shout for
the international squad.’

He added: ‘Unless Lochaber
self-destruct they will win the
league. But we we still keep
going right to the end of the
season.’

LOCHCARRON’S 
game of the year will see them
welcome Marine Harvest North
Division One leaders Lochaber
to Battery Park on October 6.

Andrew MacKenzie’s men
were one of the few sides to
avoid defeat to Lochaber this
season when the two sides drew
1-1 back in March.

FORT WILLIAM’S second
team shot four places up to

Division Two after thrashing
Lochaber 6-0 at An Aird on
Saturday.

The home side had been due
to face a double header, with
Kinlochshiel also due to travel
to An Aird, but the Balmacara
men could not raise a side and
the tie was postponed to Sep-
tember 22.

Fort took the lead in the 8th

found themselves 4-0 up by half
time after strikes from Ryan
Campbell, Lewis Morrison and
Scott Knox.

Lochaber never really got

down on the hour mark after
Fraser got his second.

Scott Knox added a sixth goal.



Inveraray captain Scott Robertson and Kyles skipper Andrew King will cross camans at Oban’s Mossfield Stadium this Saturday in 
the Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup final. See pages 24 and 25 for preview.

Shinty’s top trophy in Oban this weekend

Sport
Page 28
OT

FOOTBALL

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

MIDWEEK result: Under 14s 0, 
Lochgilphead Red Star 7.
Weekend results: Antonine 

1, Under 13s 6. Netting for 
Saints were Lewis Buchanan, 
Craig Easton, Martin Rennie, 
Scott Rowley, Beppe Lopez 
and an own goal. Under 14s v 
Ardencaple postponed; Under 
15s 2, FC Thistle 5. On target 
for Saints were Keiran Hendry 
and Steven Povey.  Kilpatrick 2 
Under 16s 0.

Scottish Cup - Under 13s 
v Hamilton; Under 14s v 
Cairneyhill Athletic; Under 15s 
and Under 16s have no games. 

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 14ºC

Friday Light rain
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, September 13, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.03 3.4 09.50 1.3 16.09      3.6        22.39     1.3  
Fri  04.38 3.6 10.30 1.0 16.44 3.9         23.12    1.0
Sat  05.12 3.8 11.07 0.7 17.19      4.1        23.45      0.8
Sun  05.43 3.9 11.43 0.5 17.52      4.2         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.18 0.6 06.12 4.0 12.21 0.4 18.24      4.2
Tues  00.52 0.5 06.43 4.0 13.01 0.3 18.58     4.2
Wed  01.29 0.6 07.18 4.0 13.43 0.4 19.35      4.0
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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Oban Saints on cup 
quarter final duty

OBAN Saints senior team travel 
to Overlee Park, Clarkston, to 
take on Busby in the quarter 

game kicks-off at 2pm and if 
drawn at the end of 90 minutes 
will go straight to penalties. 
Referee in charge is David 
MacLean from Greenock.
The winner of this game have 

been drawn at home in the semi 

Auldhouse.
Saints have a home tie in 

Scottish Amateur Cup against 
Bishopton United with the 
winner taking on Crosslands at 
home in the second round.
In the West of Scotland Cup 

the Oban side travel to Ayrshire 
to play Mauchline United with 

in round two.

Islay
WESTERN Ferries Trophy 
Played on Sunday 9 September   
-1 Brian O’Neill 36pts; 2 
Charles Holyoake 34pts; 3 Neil 
Carmichael 34 pts. Css 73.

MENS Section-Medal Final 
for the Presidents Cup: 1 Ewan 
MacCrone 75-08-67; 2 Graham 
Davidson 74-06-68; 3 Ross 
Kirsop 82-14-68.

Tobermory Trophy: 1 Andrew 

MacCrone 81-11-70; 3 Alasdair 
MacLeod 90-19-71.

Junior Medal Final for 
the James MacNab Trophy 
played  over 36 holes was won 
by William MacCrone 134 
(Scratch), Lewis Wilshire won 
the handicap with a total of 123.

Tobermory

KEVIN Roy won the Open 
Singles at Glencruitten Golf 
Club the weekend with a 
score of 70 -8 = 62. Andrew 
MacInnes was second with a 
score of 69 - 6 = 63.

In the junior section Daniel 
MacMillan won the Johnstone 
Trophy with a score of 53 + 65 
= 118.

Diane Colewell and Pat 
Murphy won the Glencruitten 
Family Cup on Sunday with a 
score of 84 - 15 = 69. 

This weekend is the Dennis 
Cathro pairs.

GOLF

Kevin wins 
Open Singles at 
Glencruitten

400 competitors enter the
Craggy
Island
Triathlon
THE FAVOURITE for this 
year’s Craggy Island Triathlon 
title, international athlete 
Ritchie Nicholls, blew away the 
competition on the second day of 
the two-day event.

But it was a local competitor 

second behind Ritchie, who was 
the talk of the triathlon.

Michael, who is from Oban 
and competes for the Nevis 
Cycles team, was more than a 
minute faster than Aberdeen’s 
Ben Abrahams, who won the 
Saturday event.

There was further local success 
with Leigh Murray winning the 
women’s super veteran class on 
the Saturday and Benderloch’s 
Tim Brand was eighth overall on 
the Sunday, winning the men’s 
super veteran class by some 
distance.

In the relay event the local team 
of Oban’s Graham MacQueen 
(swim) and Kerrera’s Mike Ar-
rell (cycle) and Colin Delap (run) 
were victors on the Sunday.

Colin was also involved in the 
comedy moment of the weekend 
on Saturday when a despairing 
competitor stopped by his house, 
which lies beside the course, 

Although lacking the required 

tools, the resourceful islander 
donated an old child’s bike to 

cycling leg of the triathlon.
As co-organiser Paul McGreal 

part of the charm that attracted 
400 competitors over two days 
to Oban and Kerrera.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
were thrilled that Ritchie Nicholl 
came to compete and although he 
won by a clear margin it was no 
surprise that the local competi-
tors did well because there is a 
lot of talent around here.

‘We had 200 competitors last 
year but after winning the most 

enjoyable event category at the 
Scottish Triathlon Awards last 
year and having television cov-

going mad.
‘We had to increase the num-

bers but didn’t want any more 
than 400, because you would 
lose the friendly, low key and 
laid back nature of the event.

‘So we also decided to run it 

sold out in February this year 
and the Sunday event was sold 
out in May.’

Around £2,000 from the 
event will be donated to Oban 
Mountain Rescue Team, which 
provided stewards for the 
weekend, despite being called 
out on an overnight search on 
Ben Cruachan on Saturday into 

-
teers drafted in for the Sunday 
to compensate for the absence of 
some of the team.  

The triathlon began from the 
Kerrera ferry slipway at Galla-
nach and then took competitors 
on a 15 kilometre off-road moun-
tain bike route along Landrover 
and quad tracks and paths.

kilometre off-road run to Gylen 

the ferry slip.

Ritchie blows them away, but Oban’s 
Michael finishes a creditable second

First across the line on 
Saturday was Ben Abrahams.

Triathlon photos by Stephen Lawson

Local Leigh Murray won the women’s super veteran class. 

Oban’s Michael Bossard placed 
second overall on the Sunday.

Benderloch’s Tim Brand was a 
standout competitor. Dave Bleazard wades ashore on Kerrera to begin his cycle.

Scott Graham completes the 
swim.

Sunday winners Ritchie Nicholl and Catriona Buchanan with their 
trophies.

First male overall  on the Saturday was Ben Abrahams and the 
first female over the line was Caroline Wallace.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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HISTORY was made last Thursday as Crofting 
Commission (CC) board members assembled in 

many to be held ‘on the road’ under a new policy 
of talking the commission’s work out to remote 
communities across the Highland and Islands.

held 20 miles up the A859 at Balallan.

struggle, resettlement and community land 
ownership in the Hebrides, Stòras Uibhist 
chairman Angus MacMillan said: ‘The Crofting 

in producing results and freeing up crofts for a 
younger generation.

 ‘It is fantastic that 350 years after landowners 
began radically changing land use, the people of 
the Hebrides are now coming together to discuss 

to face is that since the Napier Commission in 
1883, the population of the South Uist Estate area 

creation of new crofts, especially under the 2010 

Interim (CC) chairman Sandy Cross said coming 
to the Western Isles had been ‘well worthwhile’. 

on that, as a board, we would get out and engage 
with crofting communities as often as possible, 

has really brought home to us the issues facing 
crofters in the Western Isles and the contribution 
crofting can make to the future wellbeing of rural 
communities.’

In its business session, the board discussed 
common grazings regulations and the appoint
ment of a new panel of assessors then heard from 

Croft House Grant Scheme.

allocated the Western Isles a high priority. Dis

Commissioners later met Community Land 

attending talks with local grazings clerks and 
landlords on regulation of common grazings, new 
reporting duties under the 2010 Act, communica
tion with the Commission and local crofting issues. 

crofting community projects, hosted by members 
of the North Harris and West Harris trusts. The 
itinerary included new housing at Ardhasaig and 

by the North Harris Trust. Mr Cross said: ‘As a 

a deadly muscle wasting disease 
helped raise funds towards his 

from Glasgow to Edinburgh on 
a specially adapted bike.

Giorgio Berardelli, towed by 
his mum Elspeth, left Glasgow 
Green on Sunday morning in a 

in the freshnlo Pedal for Scotland 
2012.

The country’s biggest charity 

and when Giorgio’s entourage, 
which included 12 children, rode 

was hardly a dry eye among 
waiting friends and supporters.  

from Achindaul, Spean Bridge, 
suffers from Duchenne Muscular 

condition for which there is no 
betterment. 

But despite his health problems, 
Giorgio was determined to 
complete the trip.

Family friend Amy Fulford, 
who cycled the 47 miles with 
him, told The Oban Times: ‘For 

was amazing. He has quite low 

‘He kept going and said ‘I can’t 

they are all cheering me on!
‘Right at the end we all went in 

as one big group and got a great 

Amy, from Erracht near 
Gairlochy, said more donations 
were still coming in for Action 
Duchenne, a national charity 

disease.  

sponsor forms around. There’s 
one in Lochaber High School, 

bucket in Spean Bridge shop.

added together we might make 
our target of £3,000. We’d just 

sponsored us and our support 
crew.’

Giorgio’s Mum Elspeth said 
the family’s world ‘was turned 
upside down’ when he was 

diagnosed with DMD in 2008.  
She said: ‘With this new terrible 
diagnosis combined with his 

the future was pretty bleak.

largely due to the tenacity 
and enthusiasm of Giorgio 

increasing awareness of this 
condition.

‘With only 100 boys being 

year it is not deemed important 

‘Presently there are some 

undertaken, with large donations 
from Action Duchenne. It is 
important the momentum is 
maintained and that a cure can 

this, debilitating muscle wasting 

Anyone wishing to donate 

Wee fighter: Giorgio Berardelli, centre, pedalled all the way from Glasgow to Edinburgh – with a little help from his mum Elspeth.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Boy battles 
illness with 
pedal power
Brave Giorgio’s marathon effort helps 
raise funds towards hoped-for cure

Debate rages over £500,000 
Blar Mhor community cash

Crofting Commission makes history

LOCHALINE will celebrate 

local silica sand mine tomorrow 
afternoon (Friday).

Lochaline Quartz Sand Ltd 

glass manufacturer NSG Group 
and Italian mining company 
Gruppo Minerale Maffei, cre
ated 11 new jobs when it bought 

owners Tarmac last year. 
The mine was mothballed in 

First snow of 
autumn on
Ben Nevis
THE FIRST snow of autumn 
has fallen at the top of Ben 

Weather reports said 
precipitation turned to snow 

continue throughout the week.

to dip below –2°C at the top of 

Hydrogen-fuelled 
car trial
COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 

based in Stornoway.

which they plan to deploy for a 

The cars will be deployed for 
normal Comhairle operational 
duties and will refuel at the 

station, the H2seed Facility.

Farmed salmon 
seven-year high
FARMED salmon production 

years in 2011, according to the 

Nationwide, 158,018 tonnes of 
Atlantic salmon was produced 

also show a rise in brown 
trout from 53 tonnes in 2010 
to 61 tonnes in 2011. How

decreased by 10.1 per cent, with 
the number of people employed 
in the industry down by 11 to 
118.

2008 with the loss of 11 jobs.

million tonnes means at least 
a decade’s work – or possibly 

The site is due to resume 
production imminently, with 
between 80,000 and 100,000 
tonnes shipped direct from Lo
chaline by sea through Runcorn 
docks to the factory each year.

The mine’s renaissance has 

delighted the remote community 
of 400, now armed with new a 

ades of lob losses, depopulation 
and decline. Local dignitaries 

the site has been organised by 

acres and is accessed by around 
48kms of tunnels. 

ASSERTIONS that Highland 
Council can spend £500,000 

outside the £50m Fort William 

earmarked appear to be in 
doubt.

Tesco pledged the funding 
after winning consent to build a 

money was used for community 
projects elsewhere on Miller 

ambulance HQ, a replacement 
Belford Hospital, a  ‘3G’ all 
weather pitch and a standalone 
Gaelic primary school.

debate last Thursday, Highland 

a decision on the school site 
and instead agreed to build the 
£7m facility at Ardgour Road in 

Lochaber High School.

managing director of site owners 

had taken place with Highland 
Council in regard to using 

part fund a new sports pitch at 
Lochaber High School.

He told The Oban Times: ‘If 
they are going to put the playing 

to that at all. We did not go into 
detail, and that was all that 
was asked and that was all that 
was agreed.  The money is for 
community uses on the Blar. 
It is for the council to decide 
where the money can go. It does 

could a feasibility study on the 

Asked whether all the £500,000 

Milloy said: ‘Tesco won’t want 
that and I won’t want that. 

‘The package related to 

Mhor and therefore is to be 

Allan Campbell, managing 
director of Oatridge Ltd, 

added: ‘From Tesco, Oatridge 

money is staying on site. It would 
be highly improper if the money 

Blar Mhor site. The Section 75 
consent is quite clear on that.’

contradict ACS chairman 
Alasdair Christie’s assertion at 
last Thursday debate that the 

money ‘can be spent at the 
adjacent site at Lochaber High 
School’.

He stated: ‘It is not bound and 

used in another area.’

Site inspection: Donald Cameron of Lochiel with, from left, I 
and H Brown contracts manager David Blackwood, Oatridge Ltd 

managing director Allan Campbell, Miller Developments joint 
managing director David Milloy and local grazings committee 
chairman Donald Campbell at the Blar Mhor development on 

Tuesday. 20_f37blar01

School music 
tuition costs
£1.1m a year
HIGHLAND Council has said 
despite charging for music 

costs them £1.1 million each 
year.

The annual charge per 
pupil for this school year is 

a £453,000. The cost of 

million, which mainly goes to 
instructors’ wages.

An inspiring festival of film, photography, 
music, art and literature on the shores of 

beautiful Loch Sunart

Thursday 20 - Saturday 22 September 2012
Diardaoin 20 - Disathairne 22 Sultain 2012

Dan Bailiey and Kirstie Shirra

Iain Banks

Margaret Bennett

Linda Cracknell

Maisi Dennison

Barry Hutchison

Kids’ Cookschool

Maggie McKernan

Donald S Murray

Photography Exhibition

Art with Room 13

Film: Salmon Fishing in the Yemen

Schools Programme

Hardeep Singh Kohli

Mark Steel

Three Lochs Book and Arts Festival
The Sunart Centre, Strontian PH36 4JA

www.threelochs.co.uk
email: threelochs@gmail.com

Patron: Alexander McCall Smith CBE * Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Retail sales only.

free bathroom design service

GLASGOW Tel: 0141 892 6010  Fax: 0141 882 9867
INVERNESS Tel: 01463 245502  Fax: 01463 241670
STORNOWAY Tel: 01851 704046  Fax: 01851 702412

www.williamwilson.co.uk

Vote for your 
favourite today

See page 
18 for 
details

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

SHERATON
furniture

warehouse
lochy bridge

fort william

REMEMBER
www.furnitureinfortwilliam.co.ukNOW ON

On Dining Sets, Beds, Bedroom Furniture,
Chest of Drawers and Wardrobes

all at Fantastic Prices.

SOLD - Fully Built and Delivered Free in Lochaber

NOW IN STORE
a brand new range of sofa’s and 

suites at incredible prices.

F R E E 
DELIVERY

Tel: 01397 705020
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TALKS to bring Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce and local 
tourism group Outdoor Capital 
of the UK closer together are at 
an ‘early stage’.

Representatives from the two 
groups met recently to discuss 
ways for the two groups to 
combine, with the possibility of 

Chamber of commerce busi-
ness development manager 
Roddy MacPhee told The Oban 
Times there was on-going dis-
cussions between the chamber 
and OCUK and said if things 
go to plan the two groups could 
merge next year.

He said: ‘It’s early stages, but 
discussions so far have been 
positive.

‘There has been collaboration 
between the chamber and OCUK 
for some time and it’s felt there’s 

LOCHABER residents are being 
urged to save money and waste by 
using their leftover food as part 
of ‘Scottish Food and Drink Fort-
night’.

The charity Zero Waste Scotland 
says each household in the country 
throws away around £430 of edible 
food every year, creating around 
1.7 million tonnes of greenhouse 
gasses.

Lochaber Environmental Group’s 
Zero Waste co-ordinator Annette 
Meehan said making shopping lists 

and planning portion sizes were easy 
ways people could reduce wasted 
food. She said: ‘Buying a smaller 
carton of milk or using up leftovers 
for the next day’s lunch will make a 
difference. These are easy steps that 
will help to reduce good food going 
to waste. Planning before you hit the 
supermarket can also make a huge 
difference to how much food – and 
money – you waste.

‘By thinking about recipe portion 
sizes and what you already have in 
your kitchen before you go shopping, 

you’re much less likely to overspend, 
and be left with cupboards and 

won’t use.’
Scottish Food and Drink Fortnight 

runs until September 16. 
Meanwhile, LEG is holding a rural 

skills day for people to learn new 
skills such as willow weaving, mak-
ing jam or making their own butter.

The event will be held at Lochaber 
Rural Education Centre in Torlundy 
on Saturday.

Lochaber High 
School pupils   
stage ‘Grease’
LEATHER jackets, quiffs and 
rock ‘n’ roll will be the order of 
the day when Lochaber High 
School pupils take to the stage 
to perform ‘Grease’ later this 
month.

 The pupils will put on three 
performances in the school hall 
– on Wednesday September 26, 
Thursday September 27 and 
Friday September 28.

Depute head teacher Paul 
Reynolds said: ‘The annual 
shows are a real credit to the 
school and this year’s show 
promises to live up to the now 
high expectations.’

MORE than 130 students met at West High-
land College UHI in Fort William recently 
to start courses in outdoor adventure, rural 
skill and early education.

familiarising themselves with their new sur-

roundings and learning the new timetables, 
as well as ice-breaking social events put on 
by the college.

The new students at WHC, part of the Uni-
versity of the Highlands and Islands, were 

Islands MSP John Finnie. Mr Finnie said: 
‘The outdoor pursuits industry is vital for 
the local economy and this is a great example 
of how the college is tailoring its courses to 
capitalise on the local environment and job 
opportunities.’

Comhairle
extends 
consultation 
deadline
COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
has extended the deadline for 
responses to the community 
consultation on what areas they 
should focus on over the next 

Comhairle leader Angus 
Campbell said responses to the 
‘Working Together Over the 
Next Five Years’ plan received 
so far included issues such 
as population and economy, 
education health and cultural 
resources. Councillor Campbell 
said: ‘We are keen to hear the 
views of all parts of our com-
munities. So far we have had 
over 170 responses containing 
many interesting points and the 
Comhairle has met informally 
to consider issues raised.’

Responses will now be 
received until October 12.

THE ANNUAL Uist Commu-
nity Riding School show went 
ahead recently, with neither 
horses or spectators put off by 
the poor weather.

A number of local and visiting 
horses entered the 23 classes at 
Balivanich, with judging start-
ing at 8am.

Hannah MacDonald was 
named overall rider of the day, 
while Jack was the horse with 
most points.

Have your say on 
economic future
MEMBERS of the public as 
well as local business leaders 
will be able to have their say on 
Lochaber’s economic future at a 
event later this month.

Tourism group Outdoor 
Capital of the UK is hosting the 
evening on Monday September 
24 at Nevis Range, where the 
‘Vision and Strategy 2012-2016’ 
plan will be unveiled.

OCUK prepared the plan 
which looks at marketing the 
area as a tourist destination.

OCUK project director Frazer 
Coupland said: ‘We are working 
closer with the chamber of 
commerce to investigate ways 
we can further strengthen this 
future partnership.’

THE FINISH date for the 
£8million redevelopment 
of the former Grand Hotel/
MacTavish’s Kitchens site on 
Fort William’s High Street has 
been pushed back to the end 
of the month after bad weather 
affected works.

The construction of the 
development, which will feature 
health and beauty retailer 
Superdrug, outdoor clothing 
shop Cotswold Outdoor and a 
JD Wetherspoon restaurant/pub, 

AROUND 20 Arisaig Primary youngsters 
and their parents braved the cold waters of 
Loch nan Ceall for a fundraising swim.

The annual swim across the bay raised 
around £200 for books and outdoor activi-
ties in the school. 

The local community came out to support 
the swimmers and cheer them on as they 
made their way from Morroch to the old 
pier. Some of the children made the crossing 
using homemade rafts.

Mother of four Fiona Baker said: ‘It seems 
a little crazy but the whole adventure has 
Arisaig behind it. The children are now keen 
to be involved.’

School board chairperson Graham Moss 
said: ‘The children enjoy school and this 
kind of fundraising event seems very popular 
with parents and children. The community 
are very generous in their support. Everyone 
works very hard to make is a success.’

FORT William-based charity 
Voluntary Action Lochaber’s 
recent recruitment fair was 
hailed a success by organisers, 
despite heavy rain throughout 
the day.

Ten local volunteer groups 
lent a hand with the High 
Street fair, including Care 
Lochaber, Lochaber Disability 
Access Panel and Adult Basic 
Education.

The fair gave people an 
opportunity to see what VAL 
does on a day-to-day basis and 
the charity even picked up a few 
new volunteers.

of volunteering with the witness 
service was marked with a 
presentation from Provost Allan 
Henderson.

Volunteer Development 

everyone who attended.
She said: ‘It was encouraging 

to have the support of the 
voluntary sector and so many 
local community members. It 
was hopefully worthwhile for 
networking and it was great to 
see dedication in the voluntary 
sector for turning up in such 
miserable weather!’

MSP John Finnie with some of the new student intake at Fort William’s West Highland College UHI. 

Jessica Baker, left, and her mum Fiona after finishing the swim 
across the bay .

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

scope for more dialogue and dis-
cussion on development oppor-
tunities and activity which will 

various business sectors locally.’
OCUK’s project director 

Frazer Coupland said the talks 

He told The Oban Times:
‘We’re looking at ways we could 
work more closely together, 
whether it is a merger, or a part-
nership. No decisions have been 
made yet. The talks are at a very 
early stage.’

Mr Coupland gave the example 
of the Fort William steering 
group as a way the two groups 
working together could stream-
line things. He said both groups 

currently have a member in the 
group, which could be reduced 
to one member who reports back 
to both the chamber and the 
OCUK.

The two groups have recently 
worked together to run a number 
of business workshops in the 
town, which will continue over 
the winter. They are also both 
working on the Fort William 
Business Improvement District 
(BID) plan.

The BID would cover an 
area, probably the town’s High 
Street, where business would 
pay a modest additional tax. The 
money raised would be pooled 
together and go towards a range 
of projects and services to boost 
the local economy. There are 
currently 10 operational BIDs 
in Scotland with a further 18 in 
development, including Oban.

Chamber and 
OCUK in 
merger talks  

Jennifer Ross and Fern MacDonald riding in the pairs class. 

The show ended with a fancy 
dress display, followed by the 
handing out of trophies and the
acknowledgements for the day.

Yard manager Sue MacDonald 
said: ‘My thanks go to all those 
who helped organise and take 
part in the event, the judge, the 
photographer, the An Caladh 
Cafe, the UCRS committee, 
helpers, spectators, friends and 
family, riders and, of course, the 
horses.’

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Campaign targets reducing food waste

New UHI college students learn the ropes

Uist Community Riding 
School Show success

Brave swimmers 
take the
plunge in Loch 
nan Ceall
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703003

Charity
hails fair a 
success

Weather delays Fort 
High Street project

Primary pupils have been reaping 

since they returned to school 
after the summer holidays.

The youngsters designed their 
own school garden which was 

the break. The garden contains 

Police files
A WINDOW at a home in the 
Moss Road area of Caol was 
smashed at around 5am on 
Sunday September 9.

A MAN had cash stolen from 
his wallet on the forecourt of 
Ben Nevis Service Station, 
North Road, Fort William, at 
around 4.30pm on Monday 
September 3.

 Anyone with knowledge 
of these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361, the 

or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.

STUDENTS learning Gaelic at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig UHI on Skye 
have until tomorrow (Friday) to 
apply for a grant.

Anyone learning the language 
at Lews Castle College UHI in 
Lewis has until next Friday to 

Gaelic Burary Scheme, which is 
run jointly by Highland Council, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar and 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands.

The grants are also open to stu-
dents studying at either campus 

Shellfish warnings lifted
Western Isles have been lifted.

toxins in West Loch Roag in Lewis on August 3, and similar levels 
in Seilebost Sands in Harris on August 23.

A Comhairle nan Eilean Siar spokesperson said the toxins had 
returned to safe levels and the warnings had been lifted.

Macmillan Cancer           
Support            
coffee morning
THE ANNUAL Macmillan 
Cancer Support coffee morning 
and soup lunch in Lochaline 
will be held in the village 
hall from 11am on Saturday 
September 29.

The fundraising event 
regularly attracts good crowds 
to from the village and 
surrounding area and as well 

tombolas, this year will see a 
children’s cupcake competition 

There will also be a bring and 
buy sale and home baking on 
offer.

New members
SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council has co-opted two new 
members.

Duncan MacLeod of Spean 
Bridge has agreed to become a 
member, as has Roy Bridge man 
Brian Donald. 

HIGHLAND Council’s plan for 
sustainable economic growth of 
the Highlands has been com-
mended at a national awards 
ceremony. 

The council’s local develop-
ment plan received a commen-
dation at the Scottish Awards 
for Quality in Planning in the 
quality of service category. 

The awards, organised by the 
Scottish Government, are now 
in their 15th year.

The development plan seeks 
to deliver new houses, jobs and 
infrastructure while recognis-
ing and protecting the natural 
and cultural heritage across the 
Highlands. 

Planning, environment and 
development committee vice 
chair Councillor George Farlow 

collected the award with head of 
planning Malcolm Macleod.

Councillor Farlow said: ‘The 
local development plan is a 
document which has and will 
continue to deliver sustainable 
economic growth across High-
lands.

‘This commendation is an ex-
cellent achievement and rewards 
the hard work which has been 
put into delivering this ambitious 
plan which will help to grow and 
strengthen communities.’

Scottish Minister for local 
government and planning 
Derek Mackay said: ‘Given the 
standard of the competition, the 
Highland-wide local develop-
ment plan’s commendation is all 
the more impressive, and I con-
gratulate everyone involved.’

Invergarry pupils children harvesting the crop from their new school garden.

by Friday September 28. The 
retailers, and the 60-room 
Travelodge which will occupy 

building, will move in to 
prepare their new premises once 
the building is handed over by 
developers Ashford Property 
Group.

West Midlands-based Anglo 
Holt Construction is carrying 
out the 20,000 square foot 
project next to the refurbished 
Gordon Square and West 

in Gaelic medium, with priority 

Application forms for the 
grants, which usually range 
from £500-£1,000, are available 
from both campuses.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig director of 
studies John Norman MacLeod 
said: ‘Interest in and numbers 
recruited to the UHI Gaelic 
degrees continue to grow and 
the bursaries are extremely wel-
come and valuable in supporting 
students with their studies and 
other related costs.’

raised beds, a greenhouse and a 
grassed play area. Money for the 
project came from fundraising 
by the school’s parent council 
and an £8,000 donation from the 
Glengarry Trust.

Head teacher Jane Strachan 
said: ‘The new garden is a great 
addition to the school which will 

help teach the children about 

as well as providing a pleasant 
place to learn and play. 

‘We are very grateful to the 
parent council for their tireless 
efforts at raising funds and to 
the Glengarry Trust for their 
substantial donation.’

Young gardeners reap rewards

Student grant deadline

Economic growth plan 
commended at awards

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
LOCH 
LOMOND 
& THE 
TROSSACHS
Hazel Irvine 
on an 
outdoors 
paradise

READ...
THE COWBOY 
CHARITY 
SAVING OUR 
SOLDIERS 
YOU ain’t nothin 
but a hound dog colourful 
images from the 
Scottish Hound Show
AN AMAZING MORAY 
MEADOW GARDEN
Are red kites wiping out our waders?
THREE GO WILD AT THE SEASIDE -
our crack fishing team head to Lewis
Scotland’s 10 most celebrated court cases
20 PAGES OF SCOTLAND’S BEST SCHOOLS 

SUBSCRIBE... AND 
RECEIVE A MOSS-GROVE JOINT 
EASE REJUVENATING SET 
WORTH £23.50

WINDubarry bootsworth£300

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Top musicians 
perform 
PLOCKTON Music School 
will play host to some of the 
top traditional music talent next 
week.

BBC Radio Scotland young 
traditional musician of 2011 
Kristan Harvey and quartet 
‘The Sanna’ will perform on 
Saturday, while the Tommy 
Smith Youth Jazz Orchestra 
play on Monday.
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Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
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WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

BUILDING
Extensions • Renovations • Garages • Conversions • Porches Slating 

Brickwork/Block • Plastering • Property Maintenance

ALL TYPES OF JOINERY
Kitchens • Decking • Chalets & Log Cabins made to order • Sheds • Facias

PLUMBING
Bathrooms • External Taps • New Water Mains • Drainage 

Septic Tanks • Gutters and Down Pipes

GROUNDWORKS
Groundworks • Sun Rooms • Patios • Hard Landscaping

NO VAT
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THE JURY trial of three men accused 
of violently attacking and permanently 

High Street was postponed on Monday to 
give defence lawyers more time to prepare.

The case against Kris Divers, 22, Stephen 

but was in doubt because of concerns over 
sheriff availability.

The trial was to go ahead against Divers and 

after he failed to appear when the case last 

his lawyers asked for time to prepare his 

Divers, of 32 Netherwood Road, 
Motherwell, McElroy, of 54 Hamilton 

fourth man, Ryan Black, and a woman, 

melee on Ainslie Lane on July 29 2011.

a threatening and abusive manner in the 

abusive comments to a woman, and refusing 

Ainslie Lane.

SLEAT residents dug deep to support their local 
hospital at the annual ‘charity café’ in Ardvasar 
Hall on Saturday.

MacKinnon Memorial Hospital, raised a total 

Duisdale, said the cash would help fund essential 
equipment to help recovering or terminally ill 
patients at home. 

According to Mr Robertson, orthopaedic beds, 
support pillows and mattresses are among the 
items in great demand and NHS budgets alone 
cannot meet the cost. 

Delighted
He told The Oban Times: ‘There is a constant, 

immediate and varying need for all these types 
of equipment and we are delighted to be able to 
support this through the wonderful generosity of 
the local community.

work undertaken by the doctors and nurses. 
‘Three or four orthopaedic beds may be needed 

at any one time within a fairly small section of 

‘They don’t come cheap but they are very 
necessary.’

musical interludes on the day.

-

new homes in the foreseeable 
future because of tough condi-
tions being imposed by lenders 
and cuts in government grants, 
its annual general meeting heard 

Recently completed develop-
ments at Achariach and Dun 

-
side have added 42 new rental 
and 11 shared equity homes to 

while the old school at Acharacle 
is now a rented property.

But in a stark message to 
members, LHA chairperson 

lending conditions were ‘bedev-
illing’ the association’s efforts, 
while Scottish government 
grants per home built had halved 

-
ary of this year the association’s 

unavoidable decision to build no 

Take home 
drug overdose 
treatment
NHS HIGHLAND will be the 

to offer drug users and their 
families a take home treatment 
designed to cut deaths from 
heroin overdoses.

but can now be simply sprayed 
up a nostril.

nurse specialist Lisa Ross said 

‘potentially a life saved’.
She said: ‘The programme 

provides training on overdose 
prevention, intervention and the 

the event of an opiate overdose 
to those at risk, their friends and 
family members and to staff 
working with those at risk.’

The new regime will start 
later this month.

Graffiti vandals 
strike in Benbecula
appealing for information after 

properties over the weekend.
Two garages at Tindall 

painted sometime between 

on Saturday. The wall of a 
shelter in Balivanch Hall was 
also spray painted sometime 

10.50am on Saturday.
Police believe the incidents are 

linked.
Anyone with information 

should call Stornoway Police on 

A YOUNG otter has been 
successfully released back into 
the wilds of her native Ireland 
after spending a year on Skye.

Shannon was a two month-old 
orphan when a Donegal family 
found her and alerted their local 

None of the Irish rehabilitators 
were rearing otter cubs 
so an SOS went out to the 
Broadford-based International 

was caring for another otter of 
Shannon’s age.

Otter cubs have a better 
chance of recovery and 
reintegration into the wild if 

residents why the works were 
being undertaken, when they 
would take place and how they 

Lochaber.

widening the single lane section 
at Pulpit Rock on Loch Lomond-

and the Tarbet to Inverarnan 
upgrade.

Plans for getting around prob-

Rest and Be Thankful road were 
also on display.

TS senior transport planner 
The Oban 

Times the drop in day had been 
well attended by locals.

Sturgeon’s planned visit to 
west Lochaber on Monday was 
cancelled after she moved from 
her position of health secretary.

Scottish Government cabinet re-

area himself in the near future.
In a letter to Sunart, Acharacle 

-
munity councils, Mr Neil said: ‘It 
is with regret that I am writing to 
advise that the ministerial visit 
to Ardnamurchan scheduled for 
Monday September 10 is being 
postponed.

‘I appreciate that plans for a 
visit by Nicola Sturgeon had 
been underway for some time 
but I am sure you will understand 
the changed circumstances.

Postponement
‘I am sorry for any inconven-

ience caused and please reassure 
members of your council and 
the wider community that this 

forward to visiting the com-
munity when new arrangements 
can be made and at the earliest 
opportunity.’

A number of healthcare issues 
have affected the area in the past 

in Acharacle left their positions 
last week, with locum cover cur-
rently in place.

with community council repre-
sentatives last week to discuss 
the future of Acharacle GP 
surgery. 

A new model which would 
merge the Mallaig and Acharacle 
practices, with four GPs work-
ing from each was proposed and 
given a cautious welcome by 
local residents.

Di Alexander, left, chairperson of Lochaber Housing Association, 
briefed Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander on the 

local housing crisis. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Story? Call the newdesk on 01397 703003

Detailed A82    
upgrade  
plans on show

Transport Scotland’s Stuart Wilson, right, explains some of the planned works to local Councillor Andrew Baxter. 20_f37transport01

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

He said: ‘It’s been going well 
and we’re pleased with the turn-
out. The public have had a lot of 
questions and I think that under-
lines the importance the road 
has to the local community.’

-

construction will mostly take 

road meaning road closures 
should be avoided.

been in place for more than 30 
years, is due to start in spring 
2013.

A viaduct will be created, 
meaning the section of road will 
be completely closed for a 

year.
The bypass and the Pulpit Rock 

months.

-

with landslides at The Rest and 
Be Thankful in recent years.

To avoid both routes beiing 
closed at the same time, a £1.5 
million emergency diversion 
route below the landslide site 

The design of the £200 million 
Tarbet to Inverarnan upgrade 

surveys taking place between 
2013 and 2015.

more houses in Lochaber for the 
foreseeable future, that is until 
such funding restrictions can be 

the funding dilemma with the 
key politicians in the hope that 
government can get the banks 

continue to champion the cause 
of inadequately housed people 
in Lochaber and to work in 
close partnership with Highland 

-
sociations and stakeholders to 
try and secure as many new and 
affordable housing opportuni-
ties for Lochaber as the present 
‘system’ is capable of delivering 
in these testing times.’

Secretary to the Treasury, was 
principal guest and speaker at 

policy to offer government guar-
antees of up to £10 billion to sup-
port the building of new homes 
by housing associations could be 
taken up by the Scottish govern-
ment and rolled out to housing 
associations north of the border. 

recognised the importance of 
housing associations such as 
LHA to economic recovery. He 

in his guarantee scheme and we 
wait with interest to see whether 
this is something that could be 
rolled out in Scotland.’

The AGM also heard of the 
continued success of LHA’s 
subsidiary companies Lochaber 

Housing Association Property 
Services. LHAPS has created 

generated more than £250,000 
of surpluses for reinvestment by 
the association. 

Housing association’s stark 
message to annual meeting

Paws for thought: Shannon, at Broadford aged three months, is 
back in the wilds of her native Ireland.

raised with other young otters.
The Irish orphan was brought 

months being reared with
the other youngster until she 
was old enough to fend for 
herself. Before she was released 
in Glenveagh National park, a 

sprayed onto Shannon’s back 

she settles in well and socialises 
with other otters. 

said: ‘It is great that Shannon 
is now back in her Irish home, 

like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who was involved in 
this successful release.’

Young otter orphan 
back home in Ireland 
after Skye recovery

Indian visitors end  
Lochaber trip

Healthcare 
meeting 
shelved 
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Sleat residents dig deep at café for hospital

Defence laywers given 
more time to prepare

A GROUP of visitors from 
India completed their four-day 
visit to Lochaber today as part 
of a month long study trip to 
Scotland.

to the area by Lochaber Rotary 

Lochaber Provost Allan Hend-
erson.

The group includes a pharma-
cist, an architect, a publisher, 

organic chemistry at an engi-
neering college run by Rotary 
International.

The team wanted to see local 
practice in their diverse employ-
ment activities and their visit 

Car boot sale
Shopmobility Lochaber is 

October 14.
Spaces for anyone wanting a 

stall are limited. To book call 

Lochaber High School close 

and proved popular amongst 
teenagers with intermediate to 
advanced abilities in traditional 
music.

The event will be held on 

clàrsach, guitar, piping, Gaelic 
singing, keyboard, accordion 
and step-dance.

The Gaelic media class 
will again give participants 

Jordan, Ewen Henderson, 
Ingrid Henderson and Murdo 

contact Maria MacInnes on 

feisean.org.

Ullapool High 
School pupils and 
top chef serve      
up a winner
organised by Ullapool High 
School pupils raised £1,200 for 

Research UK.

three-course meal served by 
23 youngsters at the Macphail 

the Inver Lodge Hotel in 
Lochinver worked with the 
pupils over several sessions 
culminating in the charity 
event.

The food, which included 
slow-cooked Highland lamb, 
went down well with the patrons 
and despite the initial nerves, all 
the pupils looked as if they were 

diners said it should become a 
monthly event.

Head teacher Peter Harrison 
said: ‘Such an event took a great 
deal of organising and Ullapool 
High School would like to thank 

their help and enthusiasm for 

Memorial at Spean Bridge and 
country dancing at Kilmallie.

Team leader Himal Pandya 

to learning about the culture of 
Lochaber and Scotland as well 
as learning in-depth about our 
vocations.’

Rotary President-Elect An-
drew Bootman said: ‘It is an 
honour to welcome these good 
people from India and we hope 
our packed four day programme, 
with its wide ranging vocational 

businesses and careers.’

Chef Albert Roux OBE with 
pupils from Ullapool High 

School. f37ulla01

Popular

to high 
school
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Alan Reid MP
Constituency Tour
Meet your local MP

Alan Reid MP will be in your 
area for his Constituency Tour 

on the following dates;
Wednesday 19th September 2012
Bridge of Orchy - 12noon - 12.30pm

Dalmally - 2.00pm - 2.30pm
Lochawe - 3.00pm - 3.30pm
Taynuilt - 4.00pm  - 4.30pm
Oban - 7.00pm - 8.00pm

(Kilmore & Oban Church Centre)
Thursday 20th September

Bunessan - 10.00am - 10.30am
Fionnphort - 11.00am - 11.30am

Iona - 12.15pm - 12.45pm
Tobermory - 6.00pm - 7.00pm

(Aros Hall)
Friday 21 September 2012
Dervaig - 9.30am - 10.00am
Salen - 10.45am - 11.15am

Craignure - 11.45am - 12.15pm
For an appointment please 

call 01369 704840

FW

‘Craggy’ 
big boost 
to town
Popular island 
triathlon attracts 
1,200 to Oban

Dormant Oban bowling
alley to rise from the ashes

Emergency specialist   
voices mobile phone 
signal safety concerns

Edinburgh pensioner who died on Ben Cruachan named

THE BOWLING alley in Oban 
is set to reopen at the start of 
next year following negotia-
tions with the owners to repair 

Nathan Dolphin and Laura 
Scott, who live in Oban, have 
set up a company called Dol-
phin Bowling and hope to have 
the bowling alley back up and 

The building, formerly known  
as Champions, closed at the start 
of 2001 before being reopened 

as Harbour Bowl and closing 

new name for the building is yet 

Repair
Nathan Dolphin has been 

working on the project for 
around 18 months and is only 
waiting on repair work to be 
carried out before signing a 

-
ing alley to become a meeting 

really anywhere in Oban to mix 

We want to make a nice vibrant 
happy place where you can go 

entire building immediately but 
will be opening the café and bar 
in the main area of the building 
to start with and fully opening 

of bowling will be £5 for an 

for a family of two adults and 

as cheap as the operators can af-
ford to make them said Nathan, 

-
ple have said they are excited it 
is reopening and will be coming 
along and we really need them 

supporting it and getting behind 

end of its tourist season last 
weekend when an estimated 
1,200 people arrived in town for 

The Isle of Kerrera-based 
event, which only began 

prompted organisers to double 
the capacity of entries for the 
2012 event to 400, 95 per cent 
of which were from outwith the 

The endurance challenge also 
raised around £2,000 for Oban 

The event has been hailed by 
BID4Oban chairman Graham 
MacQueen as a shining example 
of how Oban can help itself in 

Mr MacQueen, whose remov-
als company sponsored the 

part in the triathlon and the 

of competitors who came and 
estimates are that they bring 
an average of two people with 

I tried to make a booking in 

event for the area, with associ-
ated increased business both 

organisers, Duncan MacEachen 
-

petitors, the many organisations 
and individuals who made it all 

encourage events such as this 
in order to take modern tourism 
from strength to strength in our 

Mr MacEachen, who is the 
Isle of  Kerrera ferryman, said 
the extra attention in the event 
was welcome but that there 
was a limit to the number of 

event, I think it will have really 

by the support from the local 
-

with the kind of thing Oban is 
trying to achieve with BIDS 
because it attracts people to the 

said planning would soon begin 

EXCLUSIVE

after getting separated from 
family while walking on Ben 
Cruachan at the weekend has 

Edinburgh was reported miss-

He had been descending the 
hill with his son and his grand-
son when he had stopped for a 

commenced involving mountain 
-

There were also Search and 
Rescue Dogs, a police helicop-

-

Mr Sproule, who was an 
experienced hill walker, was 

-

Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
said the search for the man on 
the Saturday night had been 

the depth of the ravines on the 

-
ing the paths in the dark as far 
as we could but by 4am we had 
exhausted every option avail-

rescue teams took over from 
us at daylight, when he was 

It is understood the group, 
who were all regular and 
experienced climbers, had 
completed the Horseshoe Ridge 
on Cruachan before Mr Sproule 

Four hundred  competitors took part over the two days of this year’s Craggy Island Triathlon which started with a swim across to the island   Picture - Stephen Lawson

phone coverage in some remote 
parts of the Highlands and Is-
lands has been highlighted by an 

-
ant with the Emergency Medical 
Retrieval Service, which pro-
vides rapid emergency treatment 
by helicopter or plane to rural 

-
bile phone signal in many parts 
of the region he works in, he 
has compiled a damning report 
of the 2G network coverage, 
particularly in the Hebrides and 

-

followed by Barra, both of which 
had no reliable network coverage 

Of the isolated general prac-
tices surveyed, Bunessan on 
Mull, Glenelg, Tiree, Coll and 
Eigg were among the poorest 

However, on two west coast 

practised, Raasay and Lismore, 

had poor/moderate coverage on 

The report also took into ac-
count an email survey of NHS 

all the main providers and am 
pressing on them the urgent need 

issues and I have spoken to 
emergency and medical person-

I support their concerns and I 
have raised these at every level of 

are being treated badly given the 
lack of 3G coverage in virtually 

-

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Scheme (BIDS) town have received cross-party support from 

The scheme, which would see businesses pay into a fund that 

While the business community is yet to decide the outcome, 
-

-

work hand in hand with partner agencies, including the council, 

support for BID4Oban

Young guitar talent 
takes centre stage

The pupils, ranging in ages from nine to 20, were supported 

Danny Grant, accordion player Sileas Sinclair, singer Nikki 

The audience revelled in the talents of the youngsters, who had 

While the more experienced students demonstrated their 

when she was randomly chosen as the winner of a brand new 

the donation was to encourage young musicians to achieve new 

Young Katie MacFarlane receives her new guitar from tutor Finlay Wells during this 
year’s Guitar Class Concert. 16_t37guitar01

THE SCOTCH Whisky 
industry is on course to meet 
ambitious environmental 
targets, from use of non-
fossil fuel to waste manage-
ment, according to a report 

The Scotch Whisky 
Industry Environmental 
Strategy Report 2012 pro-
vides an update on progress 
towards reaching the strat-
egy targets set for 2020 and 

the most comprehensive in-
dustry-wide environmental 

The report from the Scotch 

reveals that energy sourced 
from non-fossil fuel has 
doubled to six per cent since 
the last report was published 

-
ments by distilleries has 
assisted the move to renew-

been invested in renew-

industry sites, including 
large-scale anaerobic diges-

tion, biomass and renewable 

Whisky companies are now 
the biggest investors in re-
newable energy in Scotland 

One example of a 
renewables project is the 

combined heat and power 

plant under construction 

use distillery by-products to 
generate enough electricity 
to power all the houses in 
Elgin, produce animal feed 
and drastically cut carbon 

Ltd – a consortium including 
whisky producers - is behind 

use of by-products to create 
energy, the industry remains 
committed to the supply of 

made on reaching the 
commitment of sending no 

per cent to seven per cent as 
a result of changes already 

made to the handling of 

director of operational and 

industry has always had strong 

reaching our stretching envi-
ronmental targets is evidence 

commitment which is sup-
ported by the considerable 
capital investment in sustain-

early days of a 40-year plus 
programme and the industry 
is making good steps towards 

-

Julie Hesketh-Laird, director of operational and technical 
affairs at the Scotch Whisky Association
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Janette Morton’s living room has been bare since she ordered new furniture in July. 

TWO KIND hearted shinty players have raised hundreds of pounds 
for charity after taking on a punishing 100 mile cycle ride.

Alan MacGregor and Ally Gunn completed the circuit from Oban 
via Corran to Lochaline, Fishnish and Craignure before returning to 
Oban on September 8.

The pair raised £700 from sponsorship which will now be split 
between Oban Camanachd and Macmillan Cancer Support.

A table-top sale was held in the Congregational Church Hall on Saturday to raise funds 
for the church. Stalls offered knitting, jewellery, soap and candle products, as well as 

toys and bric-a-brac. The church will be holding a coffee morning and soup lunch at the 
same venue on September 29 and a craft fair on November 10. 

FORMER Mod gold medal winner Riona Whyte has 
released her debut album, more than 10 years after winning 
gold in Stornoway.

The Mull Mod secretary and Gaelic teacher recently 
recorded Bunachas, meaning root/foundation/ancestry, 
with the help of her son, daughter, sister, brother and 
mother in backing vocals as well as a few friends from 
the Gaelic world and legendary accordion player Phil 
Cunningham.  

The release from Watercolour Studios, Ardgour, is 
steeped in personal history, with songs from her native 
Morvern and her adopted island of Mull. Riona was born 
and brought up in Morvern and lived at Fiunary Farm in 
her formative years moving to the island of Mull after 
marrying her Muileach husband, Reay. 

She has been a strong devotee of the Gaelic language and 
won the Royal National Mòd gold medal in 2001 and The 
Oban Times gold medal in 2010.

AN ISLAY woman who emptied her living room in 
anticipation of a delivery of new furniture says she has 
been waiting since July for her delivery because of a pay 
dispute between delivery companies.

Janette Morton, who lives with her distillery worker 
husband, Robin, at Bunnahabhain, used her savings to 
splash out on new display units for the house.

But despite ordering the items on July 27, she has no 
idea when they will come.

Hebridean Haulage has refused to pick up the items 
from storage company DMG Direct in Glasgow because 
of a dispute over unpaid bills.

Janette only found out about the dispute when she 
phoned Argyll carrier Mundell’s of Tarbert, who 
informed her of the complication.

The 56-year-old said: ‘I’m at my wits end. I have been 
sitting here in an empty living room for weeks because 
if we move the furniture back in, the delivery might 
come and we’ll have to move it all out again. I’ve even 
stored things in my kitchen and the spare bedroom. I had 
contacted the recycling plant on the island to get rid of 
the old stuff but they said they could not take any more 
furniture, which was just as well.’

The date of delivery has now been given as September 

21 but a frustrated Janette says that date has been getting 
later by the day. 

And the two companies at the heart of the dispute 
still cannot agree who is to blame. Murdo MacDonald, 
director of Hebridean Haulage, said: ‘The dispute is over 
an unpaid bill. We will not make the delivery until we 
are paid.’

However, DMG Direct manager David MacGregor 
said: ‘The problem was their [Hebridean Haulage] 
account didn’t initially accept the transfer but that has 
been resolved. As far as I’m concerned we have paid any 
outstanding bills.’

THE FLEDGLING Tiree Music 
Festival (TMF) has claimed 

named Best Small Festival at 
the Scottish Event Awards.

The awards ceremony, held 
last Thursday in The Radisson 
Blu, Glasgow, also saw wins 
for Celtic Connections’ Big Top 
event on Skye, held in March 
after the main Celtic Connec-
tions festival in Glasgow, which 
was named Best Small Event.

MG Alba’s FilmG was voted 
Best Cultural Event.

TMF shared the small festival 
accolade with RSPB Scotland’s 
Scottish Birdfair Festival but 
the soaring popularity of the 
Tiree festival has seen it grow 
dramatically since its maiden 
event in 2010.

Co-organiser Stewart 
MacLennan told The Oban 
Times: ‘We are a very young 
festival, so to win the award 
was a great feeling, although it 
was a bit of a surprise. 

‘Its success is down to the 
hard work of the organisers and 
volunteers, the consistency of 
the event and the location.

‘Tiree is known for the Wave 
Classic but I would like to think 
our festival is also helping to 
put Tiree on the map.’

Stewart was joined at the 
awards ceremony by co-
organiser Daniel Gillespie, their 
partners and some of the staff 
and volunteers from TMF.

The festival had 900 people 
attend in 2011 – the event the 
judges took into account – but 
in July this year it welcomed 
a total of 1,300 festival-goers, 
plus musicians and staff.

Stewart added: ‘There 
were plenty of celebrations 
afterwards, even though Daniel 

Skerryvore
to Pittsburgh the following 
morning.

‘I think this award will be 
a great stepping stone for the 
festival and we are looking 
forward to next year’s event on 
July 20 and 21.

Overall winner of the Event 
Management Grand Prix was 
AEG Live for Rockness.

OBAN’S newest hotel has been doing a 
roaring trade just two weeks since open-
ing at the start of the month.

The Ranald Hotel, in Stevenson Street, 
opened on September 1 without fanfare, 
as they were immediately expecting the 

‘We just got straight into it,’ said hotel 
manager Harry Forbes. ‘We have been 
pretty full since we opened.’

The 17-bedroom hotel is named after 

its designer, Oban man Ranald Mac-
Coll, who now lives in Glasgow and 
has designed the interior of many of the 
city’s west end establishments, as well 
as Oban’s Cuan Mor and Tobermory’s 
McGochan’s.

With a clear theme of ‘modern 
Scotland’, The Ranald is described as 
a ‘metro’ hotel, as it does not provide 
evening meals.

Built in place of the former Paradise 

Garden Centre, the hotel has initially 
given employment to eight locals but 
Harry admits there is an intention to 
increase staff numbers.

He added: ‘I think the town was look-
ing for something a bit more modern than 
what is currently on offer and we have 
been busier than expected.

‘We forecast we would have between 
60 – 70 per cent occupancy in our rooms, 
not 100 per cent!’

AN ARDRISHAIG man who 
had been accused of smashing 
a bottle over another man’s head 
had his charge found not proven 
by a jury.

Graham Leith, 32, of 3 Seaside 
Park, Ardrishaig, was alleged 
to have struck Steven Paterson 
with a bottle of Buckfast on 
November 19 last year.

The court heard Leith, who 
lodged a special defence of self 
defence, had been drinking with 
a former girlfriend on the night 
of the incident. 

The 35-year-old woman said 
she had phoned Steven Paterson 
in the early hours of the morn-
ing, which Leith was not happy 
about.

She told the court: ‘I made 
a couple of phone calls and 
Graham may have tried to take 
the phone out of my hands. He 
was saying he didn’t like him, so 
I just hung up.’ The woman then 

-
plied: ‘I didn’t like the arguing.’

She admitted she ran to Steven 

away. She was followed by Leith 

THE PRICE of fuel at petrol 
stations in rural areas is to 

Trading (OFT).
A six week investigation is to 

be held into how oil companies 

those owned by the supermar-
kets, set prices.

can vary widely throughout 
Scotland with the city of Dundee 
the cheapest place to buy fuel on 
Monday.

A litre of diesel would have 
cost £141.9 while unleaded was 
priced at £136.9. This is in com-
parison to the most expensive 
place, Coll, where islanders 
were forking out 30 pence more 
per litre for both fuels.

It is the increased cost of living 
and running a business on an is-
land that has enraged campaign-
ers and the investigation is ‘way 
overdue’ according to the Forum 
of Private Businesses. 

Policy advisor Robert Downes 
said: ‘When crude oil prices go 
up forecourt prices quickly fol-
low suit.

‘But when they come down 
again pump prices are slow to 
do the same. We only have to 
cast our minds back to June to 
see when this last happened, and 
it means small businesses are 
having to pay out more of their 
hard earned cash.’

Fair Fuel Solutions (FFS), a 
Scottish islands based fuel price 
campaign group, has already 
sent in their submission to OFT, 
criticising the regulator.

Calum Macmillan of FFS said: 
‘The OFT keeps trumpeting how 
successful it is yet there is cur-
rently no pressure on these fuel 
companies to explain how much 
they each take from the cost of 
one litre of fuel. 

‘Therefore they charge what 
they like - because they can. 

can get away with it because the 
watchdog which should be mak-
ing them accountable is really 
not much use.

‘And most of the politicians 
-

Fuel prices on Monday September 10, 2012
Diesel Unleaded

Dundee 141.9 136.9
Dunoon 142.9 136.9
Oban Tesco 142.9 137.9
Aberdeen 142.9 138.9
Edinburgh 143.9 137.9
Fort William 143.9 138.4
Inveraray 143.9 139.9
Glasgow 144.9 138.9
Lochgilphead 144.9 141.9
Inverness 144.9 142.9
Portree 145.9 140.9
Strachur 145 142
Oban Filling Station 146.9 142.9
Onich 147.9 144.9
Campbeltown 147.9 145.9
Orkney 148.5 144.9
Mull 150.9 146.9
Mallaig 150.9 147.9
Arran 151.9 148.9
Stornoway 152.9 148.9
Shetland 53.9 151.9
Islay 159.9 154.6
Colonsay 161.6 158.7
Tiree 162 157
Coll 171 167
Birmingham 142.9 138.9
London 144.9 138.9
Manchester 143.9 139.9

pared to talk about the problem 
and make promises without 
actually doing anything to solve 
it.’

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll and 
Bute has welcomed the OFT 
investigation. He said: ‘I have 
often raised in Parliament the 
problems being caused by the 
high price of petrol and diesel in 
Argyll and Bute.

in the supply chain has to be 
stopped. I hope the OFT will 
investigate in particular why the 
price of fuel at the pumps is so 
much higher on the islands and 
the Kintyre peninsula than it is 
in the rest of the country.’

While the cost of fuel is above 
average in island communities it 
is less in other areas of the west 
coast of Scotland.

Fuel in Oban is cheaper than 
many other places, including 
petrol stations that The Oban 
Times contacted in Birmingham, 
Glasgow and London.

The OFT has said they will 
publish the results of the study 
in January – which is when 
August’s postponed 3p a litre 
duty rise will take effect. 

The watchdog will also reveal 

on anti-competitive supermarket 
-

ings stations offer a fair price.
Dave Thompson MSP for 

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
has said he is ‘glad’ there is an 
investigation being held.

He added: ‘Remote communi-
ties do not have the same number 
of retailers and therefore can suf-
fer from a lack of competition.

‘The OFT have published 

indicate that fuel prices are 
not only higher on the Scottish 
islands than on the mainland, 
but that the gap between the 
mainland and island price has 
been increasing. 

‘Very few of our communities 
-

ing price of crude oil, so it is 
clear that these savings are not 
being passed on.’

Rural fuel 
prices go 
under 
spotlight

various buzzers on the intercom. 
Steven Paterson, who was in bed 
at the time, came to answer the 
door.

She said when the door was 
opened she tried to squeeze past 
Steven into the hallway and felt 
what she thought was an arm 
come over her and she saw blood 
on Steven’s face. She said she 
had seen Graham Leith standing 
behind her.

Steven Paterson appeared from 
custody to give evidence as he 
had failed to show up to court 
the previous day.

Calls
He told the court he had been 

receiving a lot of calls that 
evening and could hear Leith in 
the background.

He said: ‘Graham Leith was 
in the background saying ‘I’m 
going to kill you’ and things but 
I didn’t pay any attention to him 
because I know what he is like.

‘I was just nodding off when 
every buzzer in the house, bar 
mine, was going off. I left it for 
10 to 15 minutes then went down 
and opened the door.

‘Sharon was right in front of 

me and Graham was behind her 
and he put a bottle of Buckfast 
over my head. It must have been 
full because there was Buckfast 
all over the wall and over me 
and there was broken glass 
everywhere.

‘I grabbed him by the throat 
and he cut me in the side of the 
head with the neck of the bottle.

‘He turned and ran away but 
I caught up with him and threw 
him to the ground. I couldn’t re-
ally see because there was blood 
squirting out of my head into my 
eyes.’

Graham Leith chose not to 
give evidence in his defence but 
his solicitor, Stephen Macleod 
claimed Steven Paterson had 

simply defending himself.
He told the jury of nine women 

and six men that Mr Paterson 
had given his evidence in a 
‘smirking’ fashion and urged 
them to acquit.

The jury took less than half an 

Leith not proven by a majority. 
He thanked them as he left the 
dock.

Islay woman’s anger at furniture delivery delay

TMF organisers Daniel Gillespie 
and Stewart MacLennan, 

with Daniel’s partner Sarah 
Cruickshank, left and Stewart’s 

wife, Julie. 

The Ranald Hotel management team of 
Harry Forbes and Drew Anderson. 

Alan MacGregor and Ally Gunn.

Shinty players cycle 100 miles

Not proven verdict in 
bottle attack trial

Tiree Music 
Festival
wins major 
award
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Roaring trade at Oban’s newest hotel
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Gold medals for 
Lochaber archers

LOTTERY

GOLF

GOLF

Fort’s season could 
be shaped in the 
next four weeks
‘Strathspey is a big game. It would give 
us a massive boost if we could win it’

FOOTBALL

ARCHERY

TEAMS from three Highland 
golf clubs came together to 
compete for the Highlander 
Trophy at Traigh Golf Club on 
Sunday, with the home club 
emerging as winners.

The annual event sees teams 
of eight from Traigh, Spean 
Bridge and Fort Augustus 
competing for the trophy in the 
stableford competition.

Traigh recorded a score of 
270, while Spean Bridge took 
second place with 206 points. 
Fort Augustus were third on 172 
points.

The trophy was presented to 
the winning side during a meal 
at Cnoc na Faire Hotel, Arisaig.

Next year’s Highland Trophy 
competition is due to be held at 
Fort Augustus.

FORT William face a month 
which could shape their season 
with three games in four weeks 
against sides expected to strug-
gle this campaign.

The Lochaber side travel to 
take on Strathspey Thistle this 
Saturday, followed by games 
against bottom side Lossiemouth 
and Rothes in coming weeks.

Fort manager Danny Conlon 
told The Oban Times: ‘It’s 
early doors for us to say if we’ve 
improved on last season, but 
we hope we have. The next few 
games are massive for us and 
could make or break our season.

‘Strathspey is a really big game 
for us. It would give us a massive 

FOUR LOCHABER archers 
have returned from a competi-
tion in West Lothian with gold 
medals.

A 12-strong group from South 
Lochaber Bowmen (SLB) and 
Fort William-based Garrison 
Bowmen (GB) travelled to the 

Caitlin McGillivray and 
Tom Irbhinn, both SLB cub 
members, won gold, while the 
club’s Scottish indoor champion 

in her class.
GB’s John Morrison won 

gold at the event, while David 
Todd, Jan Gosling and Charlie 
Staniforth (all SLB) won silvers.

Meanwhile, a second archery 
club has been started in 
Kinlochleven - South Lochaber 
Junior Bowmen. They shoot 
at 6.30pm on Mondays in the 
Leven Centre.

Mrs Diane Edgar presents the Railway Bowling Club Willie Duff
Triples Trophy to the winners Gogs Hamilton, Bill Clarke, Eliza-
beth Kennedy. Also pictured are beaten finalists Eddie Downs

and Helen Ross. Ron Cameron was the third team member.

A ROLLOVER jackpot of £600 
is up for grabs this week in Fort 
William FC’s weekly lotto draw. 
Numbers last week were 1-5-12.

RESULTS from the September 
medal competition at Dragon’s 
Tooth Golf Club, Ballachulish.

1, J. Buchan 69-10=59; 2, 
K. Carmichael 80-1=69; 3, G. 
Hayden 97-28=69.

Inveraray captain Scott Robertson and Kyles skipper Andrew King will lock horns at Oban’s
Mossfield Stadium this Saturday in the Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup final.

See pages 24 and 25 for preview.

place in Oban this weekend

boost if we could get a win.
‘We played them up there last 

season and were the better foot-

In-form defender Iain Foggo is 
a doubt for Saturday’s game af-
ter limping out of last weekend’s 
loss to Formartine United with a 
heel injury.

Fort lost the game 5-1, and the 
club had to carry out a third pitch 
inspection in three games before 
the game after heavy rain.

Conlon said: ‘We had to get 
someone down from Grantown 
at 6.15am at our own expense. 
It’s just another headache for 
me.

‘I was really impressed with 

Formartine. They are a big 
strong side with lots of good 
players.

‘But I was a bit disappointed 
with our performance, we didn’t 
get on the ball enough especially 

goal went in the game was virtu-
ally over.’

Fort started the better of the 
two sides, with Darren Quigg 
coming close with a shot from 
18 yards. 

But soon after Formartine were 
awarded a penalty when Fort 
keeper Jay Smith was adjudged 
to have fouled the Formartine 
forward. Smith redeemed him-
self however, diving to his left 

Park’s spot kick.
Formartine got a stroke of luck 

to take the lead soon after, with 

straight in to the net.
Five minutes before half time 

the visitors made it 2-0, and 
Smith did well to prevent a third 
goal before the break tipping a 25 
yard free kick onto the crossbar.

Formartine scored again in the 
60th and 73 minute before Scott 
Hunter got onto the end of a Gary 

the season from 15 yards.

Highlander Trophy 
at Traigh Golf Club

Results from the 
Dragon’s Tooth

Rollover jackpot

Fort captain Andy Martin earned himself a debateable booking for this challenge on Formartine
forward Michael Ewen. 20_f37fort01

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club welcomed a team of profes-
sional boxers and their coaches 
from England to their gym as 
their pre-season preparations 
continued last week.

The boxers – middleweights 
Kelvin Young and Todd Rob-
erts, plus welterweight Danny 
O’Reilly - ran every morning 
and trained at the Lochaber 
club’s gym twice a day for the 

Among the highlights were 
Aidan Donnelly and teenage 
prodigy Igor Sliwinski gaining 
valuable sparring with the visi-
tors whilst 13 year-old Robbie 
Hall received a padwork session 
with coach Joe Wrona.

James Aitchison, aged 14, 
was put through his paces by 
strength and conditioning coach 

LOCHABER Rugby Club kept 
up their 100 per cent record 
with a second win in a week, 
defeating RAF Lossie 19-12.

The win means Lochaber sit 
third after two games in the 
newly expanded 12-team RBS 
Caledonia division two north.

Manager Ali Revitt will be 
hoping his side can continue 
their good form when they 
welcome league newcomers 
Aberdeen Wanderers to Banavie 
this Saturday.

Wanderers have adapted well 
to the new division, winning 

Sutherland. 

CAOL Cosmos added the Duthie Cup to the list 
of their successes this year in Lochaber welfare 
football. 

The team, who have already won the John Baird 
Trophy and the league title, defeated Mallaig 7-3 

RUGBY

Rugby boys keep 
100 percent record

Lochaber Phoenix boxers win the professional fighters who visited Fort William last week to train.

Caol scoring twice from the spot and Mallaig 
missing from 12 yards.

Presented

the trophy on the pitch after the game 

Gary Turland.

said: ‘The weekend was a fantas-
tic fun and learning experience 
for everyone at the club and all 
the visitors had a great time and 
are desperate to return as soon 
as possible. 

‘They have an amateur offshoot 
club and we have now made 
plans to have our club entertain 
their boxers at a boxing show 
next year and they will return 
the complement in Swindon. 

‘This weekend showed our 
boys some facets of the game 
they hadn’t experienced and also 
our coaches managed to gain 
some helpful tips that they will 
put to use this season.’

BOXING

Three trophies in the can for Caol Cosmos

Pre-season preparations 
at Phoenix Boxing Club

Willie Duff Triples Trophy

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 14ºC

Friday Light rain
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 13ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, September 13, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.03 3.4 09.50 1.3 16.09      3.6        22.39     1.3  
Fri  04.38 3.6 10.30 1.0 16.44 3.9         23.12    1.0
Sat  05.12 3.8 11.07 0.7 17.19      4.1        23.45      0.8
Sun  05.43 3.9 11.43 0.5 17.52      4.2         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.18 0.6 06.12 4.0 12.21 0.4 18.24      4.2
Tues  00.52 0.5 06.43 4.0 13.01 0.3 18.58     4.2
Wed  01.29 0.6 07.18 4.0 13.43 0.4 19.35      4.0
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

12
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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