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Appin Eva’s Cowal success

Highland dancer Eva MacColl from Appin was delighted to achieve sixth place overall in the 
Argyllshire Championship at Cowal. The 11-year-old pupil of Strath of Appin Primary School and 

Appin School of Dance was presented with the Margaret-Anne Speirs School of Dance trophy, 
pictured above.
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On the ball 
NEARLY three decades after 
its foundation, the Isle of Jura 
Rugby Club finally held its 
first game this summer.
Full story – page two.

Dunbeg champ
TEENAGER Murdo Master-
son was crowned champion of 
the under-25s heavy events at 
the Braemar Gathering.
Full story – page three.

Parking concerns
COMMUNITY councillors fear 
the council’s planned changes 
to parking charges in Oban will 
make parking problems worse.
Full story – page four.

Danger hill
A 25-FOOT rock face in the 
middle of a residential area is 
causing concern as children are 
using it as a shortcut.
Full story – page five.

Eagle spyed
A MULL sea eagle that was 
fitted with a satellite as a chick 
has been spotted after a four-
year hiatus.
Full story – page 17

Dalmally Show
DON’T miss our two-page 
picture coverage of the final 
agricultural show of the season.
Full story – pages 20 and 21.

Cup excitement
YOUNG Oban golfer Robert 
MacIntyre will compete for 
Great Britain and Ireland this 
weekend in the Walker Cup.
Full story – back page.

COMMUNITY campaigners 
fighting to save Glen Iosal   
sheltered housing on the Isle of 
Mull are celebrating after major 
changes to the controversial 
plans announced three months 
ago were agreed, writes Louise 
Glen.

MSP Michael Russell and 
Councillor Mary Jean Devon 
have described the outcome of 
their meeting with Trust Housing 
and the Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership as a 
‘victory’ for common sense and 
the local campaign.

Mr Russell and Councillor  
Devon met Rhona McLeod of 
Trust Housing and Christina 
West of the partnership in 
Edinburgh on Tuesday August 

29 to discuss proposals that 
would have resulted in warden 
provision being cut from 35 to 
25 hours at Glen Iosal in Tober-
mory.

Following the meeting Coun-
cillor Devon said: ‘We were able 
to impress upon both bodies the 
absolute necessity of abandoning 
the proposals that had caused 
so much upset both amongst 
residents and the community.

‘After that it was clear that with 
a bit of imagination and crea-
tivity a solution could be found 
which used existing social care 
money to support the essential 
work of the warden and addi-
tional hours of caring support 
for the residents. 

‘However, it was also essential 

that the two bodies recognised 
the difficulties of getting care 
staff on Mull and that is why I 
insisted on a robust plan being 
in place and further consultation 
so that everything is done prop-
erly and with the full confidence 
of those who rely upon this vital 
service.’

Mr Russell added: ‘I am grate-
ful to Trust Housing and the 
partnership for being so willing 
to discuss the issues and to find 
an acceptable way forward, and 
I look forward to working with 
them to ensure the robust plan 
that is required is put in place.

‘Trust Housing has a board 
meeting on September 21 which 
will make the final decision on 
the agreement we reached, but 

I am confident that we are now 
in the home straight and that 
residents can start to put behind 
them this very difficult and 
upsetting period.’

Councillor Devon, Mr Russell 
and the two organisations at the 
meeting issued a joint statement 
which included: ‘Trust Housing 
and the partnership would aim 
to ensure that there was as little 
change to existing levels and 
hours of provision as possible 
and that the new arrangements 
would be sustainable for the long 
term. There would be meaning-
ful consultation and discussion 
as new arrangements are imple-
mented, with a robust plan being 
in place before the likely changes 
take effect in April 2018.’

Hopes high over Glen Iosal future 

Tiree beach hut 
saved by appeal
A BEACH hut built by a 
surfing school at Balevullin on 
Tiree, due to be demolished 
after Argyll and Bute Council 
rejected a retrospective plan-
ning application in February, 
has been reprieved after a two-
year battle by an appeal to the 
Scottish Government.

Tiree entrepreneur Iona Larg, 
who runs surfing company 
Blackhouse Watersports on the 
island nicknamed ‘the Hawaii of 
the North’, submitted two retro-
spective planning applications 
for two wooden beach huts at 
Balevullin Beach and at Gott 
Bay in December 2015. Plan-
ning officers recommended 
refusal as a departure from 
the Local Development Plan 
(LDP).

The Balevullin hut attracted 
39 objections and 100 expres-
sions of support, triggering a 
local discretionary hearing in 
An Talla Community Hall, 
Crossapol, on November 28. 
The applicants withdrew their 
plan to retain the Gott Bay hut, 
now removed.

Councillors delayed making 
a decision until January 18 for 
an Area Capacity Evaluation 
(ACE): a study produced by 
planners to assess if a develop-
ment constitutes an ‘exception-
al case’ to the LDP. The ACE 
concluded the hut had a major 
‘materially harmful visual’ 
impact.

A verdict was then delayed 
again for parties to critique the 
ACE, and when the planning 
committee met on February 22, 
members split equally between 

approving and refusing permis-
sion. However, chairman David 
Kinniburgh gave his casting 
vote against the proposal.

Ms Larg then appealed to 
the Scottish Government’s 
Planning and Environmental 
Appeals Division, which, fol-
lowing a reporter’s visit on June 
28, overturned the council’s 
decision on Tuesday (Septem-
ber 5), granting the appeal and 
planning permission.

The reporter Nick Smith 
reconsidered the ACE and 
concluded the 3m by 4m hut 
was an exceptional case due to 
its low rather than major visual 
impact, and its economic and 
community benefits in ‘tourism 
development’ and ‘economical-
ly fragile’ areas.

Accessible
Mr Smith continued: ‘I agree 

with the appellant a sea-based 
surfing business requires a 
location immediately accessible 
to the sea, such as a beach. The 
council argues some elements 
of the business do not require 
a beach location and could be 
delivered from tents or vehicles 
in the public car park and other 
premises.

‘I find locations adjacent to 
Balevullin Beach are too far 
from the sea and/or pose greater 
risks to the nature conservation 
sensitivities of the machair and 
dunes than the hut site on the 
beach itself.’

He concluded: ‘The benefits 
of the appeal proposal outweigh 
any adverse impacts.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘We 
note the decision of the Scottish 
Government reporter regarding 
this appeal.’

Iona Larg, thanking her 

supporters, said the appeal was 
‘quite conclusive’, adding: ‘I feel 
sad that some within the plan-
ning department were unable to 
see the merits of a grass roots 
business like ours and to see the 
benefits to the local economy.

‘Some of the decisions that 
have been made throughout the 
process have been outrageous 
and questionable, but I am 
delighted that the reporter 
has, in the appeal, come to the 
same conclusion as councillors 
Gordon Blair, Richard Trail 
and George Freeman did in the 
February hearing.

‘I have to wonder how many 
other people have been in a 
similar situation and not been 
able to take it to appeal, and 
this thought is troubling. 

‘We have been fortunate as 
we have been well resourced 
through the support of friends 
and family, but others are not 
and this will undoubtedly mean 
that other business will be lost.

‘Ultimately I am delighted, 
but I cannot say it is not tinged 
with mixed emotions. This has 
been hell for us. It has taken 
two years out of my life. It has 
been very laborious. It has been 
very costly.

‘We will just put this behind 
us and aim to make this surf 
school one of the best in the 
country and showcase what 
Tiree and Argyll and the Isles 
has to offer.’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon, 
who has since the local election 
joined the planning committee, 
said: ‘I am concerned about 
what this is opening up. It is 
setting a precedent for other 
businesses and that is not what 
the beaches of the Western Isles 
are made for.’

EXCLUSIVE
SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Dalmally is � tting 
end to show season

• Pontoons offi cially opened
• OHS Pipe Band celebrate
• Win an overnight 
    stay for 2 at Links House

see 
pages 
20&21

also in your Oban Times this week
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THE SCOTTISH Associ-
ation for Marine Science 
(SAMS) at Dunstaffnage is 
Scotland’s largest and oldest 
independent marine science 
organisation, delivering marine 
science for a productive and 
sustainably-managed marine 
environment through research, 
education and engagement with 
society. This week sees the start 
of a regular column from the 
association.

Events season
September is a hugely busy 
month for events at SAMS as 
we host hundreds of delegates 
across three national confer-
ences.

As well hosting a conference 
on deep sea research and bioge-
ochemistry, SAMS is organising 
the UK Arctic Science Confer-
ence, to be held in the Corran 
Halls from September 19-21. 

Up to 130 scientists are expected 
to attend the Arctic conference 
and there will be a public talk on 
September 19 by BBC broadcast-
er Tom Heap, a familiar face to 
Countryfi le viewers. Anyone with 
an interest in Arctic science can 
attend the talk in the Corran 
Halls at 7.30pm.

Congratulations and welcome 
to our students
Our graduation ceremony will 
take place in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls tomorrow (Fri-
day) with Michael Russell MSP 
giving the keynote address.

The new intake of University 
of the Highlands and Islands 
students on our BSc in Marine 
Science will bring the total 
number of undergraduates to 
112 for the next academic year, 

pushing the total number of 
students close to 200.

This week saw the opening of 
new student accommodation at 
the foot of Jacob’s Ladder on 
Tweeddale Street in Oban.

Colin Gri�  ths retires
Our longest-serving member 
of staff has retired, having first 
joined SAMS (then the Scottish 
Marine Biological Association) 
in 1982.

Marine science technician 
Colin Griffiths, who lives in 
Taynuilt, had a wealth of experi-
ence and knowledge from years 
of research cruises and filled 
many important roles at the lab. 

Having been on a number of 
polar cruises, Colin has seen 
his fair share of wonders on his 
travels, including a pod of Orca 
whales, Blue whales, polar bears 
and Emperor penguins. 

But perhaps his most memo-
rable moment was in February 
2000 when a research ship he 
was on was hit by a 95-foot wave, 
the largest wave ever recorded 
by scientific instruments in the 
open ocean.

Ivan Ezzi
The SAMS family was saddened 
to hear of the death of former 
support scientist, ship’s husband 
and health and safety advisor 
Ivan Ezzi on August 26.

Ivan, who lived in Benderloch, 
worked for SAMS from 1974 
to 2013. Our thoughts are with 
his family, friends and former 
colleagues. 

European role for SAMS 
professor 
Our current head of science, 
Professor Sheila Heymans, 
will take up a role as executive 
director for the influential Eu-
ropean Marine Board, Europe’s 
leading think-tank in marine 
science policy.

Prof Heymans, who is orig-
inally from Namibia, will be 
based in Ostend, Belgium, and 
will start her new job on Janu-
ary 10.

Besides the new challenge 
of policy development work, 
Prof Heymans admitted 
she was looking forward to 
‘beer, chocolate and sunnier 
weather’!

Film night
More than 100 people attended 
a screening of the acclaimed 
environmental film A Plastic 
Ocean at Oban Phoenix Cinema 
last Tuesday.

The screening, which high-
lighted the vast extent of plastic 
waste in the ocean, was organ-
ised by Capturing Our Coast, a 
UK-wide citizen science project 
run by SAMS in Scotland. 

Love is in the air
It seems to be wedding season 
at SAMS, as we celebrate two 
marriages.

PhD student Ruth Paterson 
and former student Dr Greg 
Moschonas, who now works 
with Argyll and Bute Council, 
tied the knot in Port Appin on 
August 19. 

On Saturday September 2, 
ecological modeller Dr Tom 
Adams and physical oceanog-
rapher Dr Marie Porter were 
married at Lunga, Ardfern. 

Congratulations to both 
couples.

Colin Gri�  ths is viewed with interest by these Emperor penguins 
during a scienti� c cruise.
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BELOW THE SURFACE AT SAMS

Ruth Paterson and Dr Greg 
Moschonas.

Queen’s Baton 
Relay
THE ISLAND pulled out all 
the stops on August 23 when it 
welcomed the Queen’s Baton 
Relay on the second day of 
its tour through Scotland en 
route to the Gold Coast 2018 
Commonwealth Games in 
Australia.

Pipers greeted the baton 
bearer team at the airport  as 
they stepped off the morning 
flight from Glasgow. They 
immediately headed for Bow-
more primary school where 
the pupils, joined by their 
counterparts from the island’s 
other primary schools, enter-
tained the visitors with song 
and dance  which included a 
vigorous ‘Strip the Willow’, 
where the baton was much in 
evidence.

Students from the high 
school formed a sports-
themed guard of honour as 
the children accompanied 
the baton parade down to the 
nearby Bowmore Distillery 
before official bearer Colin 
Gregor, the former Scotland 
Rugby Sevens captain, led the 
participants to the village’s 
Morrison Square  where  the 
crowds enjoyed the warm 
sunshine and all that took 
place around them, including 
further piping, choral music 
from the Bowmore and Port 
Ellen primary schools com-
bined Gaelic choirs and lively 
performances from the Ella 
Edgar dancers.

This gave the onlookers 
the opportunity of having a 
closer look at the baton which 
the organisers even managed 
to incorporate into a sword 
dance performance.

Colin and baton then climbed 
into a vintage lorry, owned 
by former hotelier Duffie 
MacNeill, for the next stop at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle, the 
St Columba Gaelic Centre 
before returning to the airport 
and a flight to Glasgow.

Team Scotland mem-
ber  Adrienne Sutherland 
described the Islay visit and 
the support received from the 
Ilich as ‘the very best’, and 
this was reiterated by Colin 
Gregor who added: ‘It has 
been fantastic to come to this 
awesome wee island and share 
the experience with them.’

Gaelic Bible 
returns to Paris
THE GAELIC Bible which 
belonged to the well-known 
Church of Scotland minister 

and war hero the Rev Dr Don-
ald C Caskie is going back to 
the Scots Kirk in Paris where 
the Bowmore-born clergyman 
ministered from 1935-61.

The Bible is being returned 
to the French capital by Dr 
Caskie’s nephew Tom where it 
will take pride of place in an 
exhibition commemorating  
the life and the ministry of the 
noted Ileach.

On the lead up to the Second 
World War the Scottish min-
ister strongly condemned  the 
Nazi regime and when France 
fell to the Germans in 1940 he 
knew he was a marked man 
and that his life was in immi-
nent danger.

He left Paris and his church 
and made his way to Mar-
seilles where he set up an 
escape route for  allied service 
personnel stranded in occu-
pied Europe. Working from a 
disused seamen’s mission and 
using a number of safe houses 
and dependable contacts,  he 
set up means of escape for 
those trapped which led them 
through the Pyrennes to Spain 
and eventual freedom.

Thanks to his efforts more 
than 2,000 allied service  peo-
ple successfully escaped the 
German threat.

Inevitably, he was betrayed, 
tried by a German court and 
sentenced to death. Thanks to 
the intervention of a German 
Lutheran pastor, Caskie was 
reprieved but remained a pris-
oner until the defeat of Ger-
many. He eventually returned 
to Paris and a war-damaged 
church and set about the 
rebuilding of a new Scots Kirk.

His account of his wartime 
experiences, The Tartan 
Pimpernel, published in 1957, 
proved an immediate best-
seller with the proceeds going 
to the rebuild.

He left France in 1961 and 
his final parish was Skermorlie 
and Weymss Bay North on the 
Firth of Clyde. 

He died in 1883, aged 81, 
and is buried in his native isle 
alongside his parents in the 
Bowmore cemetery.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 

Tel: 01496 810658

All ages admire the Queen’s 
Baton at Bowmore

Jura Rugby Club plays 
fi rst game in 30 years
NEARLY three decades after 
its foundation, the Isle of Jura 
Rugby Club finally held its 
first game this summer.

The Hebridean island has a 
population rising above 200, 
with 5,000 deer, mountainous 
Paps, wilderness and whisky, 
but some islanders felt it also 
needed a rival to the neigh-
bouring Islay Rugby Club.

Auspiciously, on the eighth 
day of the eighth month in 
1988, ‘a bunch of guys with 
Jura connections decided to 
form a club,’ explained Jura 
Rugby Club’s president Alas-
dair Watson. ‘This year we 
decided to do something about 
it - things move slowly.’

Mr Watson said: ‘There is 
now a sign saying: Welcome to 
Jura Rugby Club. We bought 
some rugby posts and had a 

game.’ The club, based at Mr 
Watson’s house in Craighouse, 
has applied to join the Scottish 
Rugby Union, and has a new 
dark blue and white strip.

‘We have got our own crest,’ 
Mr Watson added: ‘The badge 

has the Paps, deer and rugby 
posts.’

Men from all walks of life - 
doctors, lawyers, policemen, 
dentists, upholsters, and even 
one former Scotland B player - 
gathered for Jura Rugby Club’s 
first game in Craighouse on 
the weekend of June 3-4.

One member reassured 
potential players on the club’s 
Facebook page: ‘For peace of 
mind anyone worried about 
levels of fitness and/or sports 
injuries, I am a fully qualified 
First Aid instructor special-
ising in CPR and mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation.’

In the event, at least two doz-
en club members turned up.

‘We did a seven-a-side,’ Mr 
Watson said. ‘We played it on 
the hotel field which is an ideal 
size.’

The result? JRFC’s first 
fixture was a draw and players 
amicably relaxed with refresh-
ing pints under the palm trees 
at Jura Hotel.

‘We will have another game 
next year,’ Mr Watson mused. 
‘The ideal first 15 game is 
against Islay. It would be like 
Rangers versus Celtic.

‘There will never be a league. 
I do not think Jura could 
sustain a club that could play 
regularly, but we could have 
invitation games with holiday 
makers and islanders.

‘We have donated the posts to 
the island in the hope islanders 
will take up the game. 

‘They are in my garage ready 
for anyone who wants them. 
Anyone who wants to play 
rugby on Jura hopefully will 
be able to do it.’

Jura Rugby Club members in their new strips.

It is hoped islanders and visi-
tors will ensure the occasional 

match is played.

A SALMON escape has been 
reported from a fish farm in 
Loch Na Keal, Mull.

Scotland’s Aquaculture, 
which registers fish escapes in 
Scotland, recorded the loss of 
an unknown number of Atlantic 
salmon, aged 12 months and 
weighing 2.8g on average, from 
the Scottish Salmon Company’s 
fish farm at Geasgill near the 
Isle of Ulva, starting on August 
15. The reason for the escape is 
also recorded as ‘unknown’.

A spokesperson for the Scot-
tish Salmon Company said: 
‘During a routine fish handling 
exercise at our site on Mull a 
reduction in numbers was iden-
tified. We have reported this 
to Marine Scotland and we are 
investigating locally in line with 
standard procedure.’

A spokesperson for Marine 
Scotland, an arm of the Scot-
tish Government managing 
Scotland’s seas, is currently 
investigating, telling The Oban 
Times: ‘The operator in the area 
is assisting with enquiries and 
engaging with local interests.’

THE SCOTTISH Fire and Res-
cue Service is appealing for men 
and women from Crianlarich to 
sign up as retained firefighters.

Applicants must be over 18 
years and be in good health. 
They must be able to provide 
suitable availability and be 
capable of responding to the sta-
tion, in the centre of Crianlarich 
village, within approximately 12 
minutes when alerted.

The service provides extensive 
initial training which is support-
ed by a fortnightly training night 
held at the station. Successful 
applicants will develop skills in 
the use of breathing apparatus, 
ladders, road traffic collision 
response, working at height, res-
cue from water, fire behaviour, 
first aid, trauma care and more.

The station is also in need of 
people with good leadership 
potential, to form part of the  
station management team.

Anyone who is interested 
should contact station manager 
Gordon Kerr on 07770 826972 
or email gordon.kerr@firescot-
land.gov.uk. Alternatively visit 
www.firescotland.gov.uk/work-
with-us/retained-firefighters

Salmon 
escape from 
fi sh farm 
off Ulva

Crianlarich 
needs 
retained 
fi refi ghters

LEWIS businessman Angus 
Campbell has been appointed 
chairman of CalMac’s new 
community board, created by the 
ferry operator to provide a voice 
for communities on strategic 
issues.

The creation of the board was 
part of CalMac’s successful bid 
to operate West Coast ferry 

services for the next eight years, 
along with the appointment 
of Brian Fulton as director of 
community and stakeholder 
engagement.

Mr Fulton said: ‘Securing 
the right chairman is a key 
milestone in the development of 
the community board and, with 
Angus’s assistance, will now look 

to appoint 12 board members. 
We have been delighted by the 
calibre of applications for both 
the chairman and board mem-
berships and are on track to have 
everything in place for the first 
board meeting in October.’

Mr Campbell said: ‘I am 
delighted to be given the 
opportunity to chair the new 

community board. This initiative 
will enhance communication 
between the company and the 
communities it serves and will 
bring wider benefits to all.’

The community board will 
meet twice a year and be sepa-
rate from the David MacBrayne 
board. CalMac will not be repre-
sented on the community board.

CalMac appoints community board chairman
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Single punch caused 
life-changing injuries
A SINGLE punch brought a 
38-year-old man into court for 
the first time in his life, and left 
his father-in-law with life-chang-
ing injuries.

The blow delivered by Neil 
Rimmer, now of 7 Springbank 
Road, Alyth, caused his victim’s 
eye socket to crumble and the eye 
to drop within the man’s face.

He needed to have a titanium 
plate inserted into his face and to 
wear a special face mask at night 
to improve blood circulation 
and help his body recover from 
the injury, which has left him 
with nerve damage and constant 
pins-and-needles, numbness and 
pain. He also now suffers from 
early stages of glaucoma, prob-
ably caused by the blow, Sheriff 
Patrick Hughes heard at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday. The 

men had been at a family party, 
at a property on Battery Terrace, 
Oban, watching the New Year 
fireworks early on January 1 this 
year when they fell out during 
‘an argument over nonsense’, as 
Rimmer himself admitted.

Rimmer’s mother had died of 
cancer and he was upset that his 
wife had gone outside to have a 
cigarette.

Edward Thornton, Rimmer’s 
defence agent, said that the 
accused had never been in trou-
ble before and was of excellent 
character. He said: ‘It was a mo-
mentary lapse he immediately 
regretted and apologised.’ Rim-
mer left, and returned the next 
day to apologise again.

A report prepared on Rimmer, 
who pleaded guilty to the charge  
at an earlier hearing, said he was 

‘at minimal risk of re-offending’.
The couple have since split, and 

Rimmer has moved away.
‘It was a total aberration on 

the part of Mr Rimmer after 
38 years of previously excellent 
character,’ said Mr Thornton.

Sheriff Patrick Hughes said 
he was shocked by the extent of 
the injury and he referred to the 
‘One punch can ruin two lives’ 
campaign launched by Police 
Scotland that has highlighted 
the fact that over a year one in 
eight incidences of violent crime 
in the country involved a single 
punch.

He placed Rimmer on a 
12-month community payback 
order, and ordered him to do 
240 hours of unpaid work and 
pay £2,000 compensation to his 
victim.

POLICE 
FILES
Theft
BETWEEN 10am and 3pm on 
Saturday August 26, a pair of 
Nike trainers and a Rockhopper, 
Specialised Edition Mountain 
Bike were stolen from the rear 
of 48 Marine Court, Dunbeg, 
Oban. Police are investigating 
the incident and are appealing 
for any witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Vandalised
OVERNIGHT on Sunday August 
27 into Monday August 28, three 
cars were vandalised in Oban 
by having their wing mirrors 
knocked o� . The cars were 
a Silver Mazda 6 and a black 
VW Golf, parked in Ardconnel 
Terrace and a Renault Kangoo 
parked in Rock� eld Road. Police 
are investigating the incident 
and are appealing for any 
witnesses or anyone with any 
information to contact them on 
101 or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Paint scratched
BETWEEN 8.30am and 5.35pm 
on Tuesday August 29 in 
Breadalbane Street, Oban, a 
silver-coloured Citroen DS3 
was damaged by having the 
paintwork scratched. Police are 
investigating the incident and 
are appealing for any witnesses 
or anyone with any information 
to contact them on 101 or 
anonymously through Crimes-
toppers on 0800 555 111.

Abusive behaviour 
ABOUT 4.15am on Wednesday 
August 30, police received a 
report of a woman allegedly 
behaving in an abusive manner 
and assaulting two men in a � at 
in Colonsay Terrace, Oban. Sub-
sequently, a 21-year-old woman 
was arrested and charged with 
assault and abusive behaviour. 
She was held for court and a 
report was submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

Car damaged
ABOUT 2.35am on Thursday 
August 31, in Albany Street, 
Oban, a silver-coloured 
Skoda Octavia was vandalised 
by having a wing mirror knocked 
o� . Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

RACIAL ABUSE 
ABOUT 9.30pm on Thursday 
August 31, a 41-year-old man 
was arrested after refusing to 
leave the Corryvreckan bar and 
restaurant, on Railway Pier, Oban 
and allegedly shouting racial 
abuse. The man was charged 
with the o� ences, held for court 
and a report was submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

Breach of bail
ABOUT 8.45pm on Saturday 
September 2, in Lorne Avenue, 
Oban, a 17-year-old man alleg-
edly breached bail conditions by 
failing to comply with a curfew. 
Police arrested and charged the 
man who was held for court and 
a report was submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

Campaigners turn up the heat 
in bid to secure Billy’s release
CAMPAIGNERS fighting to 
have the six British ex-military 
pirate hunters released from 
an Indian prison have posted 
the first in a series of videos on 
social media in a bid to explain 
the families’ perspective on 
their loved ones’ incarceration.

The move comes as the fourth 
anniversary of Billy Irving’s 
imprisonment approaches.

 Yvonne MacHugh, 28, the 
fiancée of ex-paratrooper, Billy 
Irving, 37, from Connel, has 
been relentless in her campaign 

to secure his release and that 
of the 29 men from three other 
countries, whom the campaign 
says are innocent. The men 
are 19 months into a five-year 
sentence handed down by an 
Indian court in 2016 following 
their arrest while guarding the 
American ship Seaman Guard 
Ohio.

As part of their bid to find a 
diplomatic solution, on October 
12, Billy’s two-year-old son 
William will hand a petition 
in at Downing Street although 
Yvonne is sceptical about the 
government’s efforts to help the 
prisoners.

She said: ‘Billy is off hunger 
strike as the prison made some 
concessions but things are going 
back to the way they were.’

She added that despite Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson and 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
raising the issue with the Indian 
prime minister, it seemed to 
be all chat and nothing had 
changed.

On September 11 a major 
conference will be held, when 
London hosts its International 
Shipping Week (LISW17).

More than 160 industry func-
tions bring together regulators, 
charterers, ship owners, ship 

managers, bunker suppliers, 
lawyers, ship brokers, bankers, 
insurers, commodity traders 
and shipping service providers.

Yvonne said: ‘We have spoken 
to LISW17 conference organis-
ers and they have agreed to play 
the videos at all conferences.

‘This is important because 
the shipping community truly 
understands the importance of 
protection from pirates, which 
is what the men were doing.’

It is not easy being what 
Yvonne describes as a 24/7 
campaigner, bringing up her 
young son and holding down a 
part-time job.

She continued: ‘My three days 
a week working at Boots in 
Paisley are like a release from 
the pressure of constantly being 
on the phone and attending to 
all the inquiries.

‘As I speak to you on the phone 
it is supposed to be time with 
William. He is amazing and the 
happiest little boy in the world 
but he is very aware of his dad.

‘India has a seven-hour time 
difference which affects when 
calls can be made.’

In the background, William, 
realising his mum was on the 
phone, said: ‘Is that daddy?’

If Billy is still in prison at 

Christmas it will be his third 
in jail and fifth since being 
arrested.

Yvonne added: ‘The 12 Indi-
ans who were jailed are held in 
a different prison to the British 
men and treated differently.

‘Indian prisoners, in Billy’s 
jail, serving life are let out 
sometimes for up to a week at a 
time to go to family events such 
as weddings. 

‘It would be a miracle if the 
British men get any remission in 
their five-year sentence.’

The videos can be viewed at: 
www.facebook.com/thechen-
nai6

MARK DAVEY
editor@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN RNLI fundraising 
volunteers will be in Tesco this 
weekend offering people a last 
chance to win £1,000 in a prize 
draw. All money raised from tick-
et sales will go to help save lives 
at sea and the draw will be held at 
the lifeboat station, on Saturday 
September 16.

A spokesperson for Oban 
lifeboat fundraising group said: 
‘A big thank you to everyone who 
has already bought a ticket. 

‘We really appreciate the help 
staff at the local Tesco store and 
the CalMac ferry terminal have 
given us; thanks also to the army 
of local supporters.’

Tickets cost £1 each. The fantas-
tic star prize has been kindly do-
nated by John Macalister (Oban) 
Ltd. Prizes include dinner for 
two at The Manor House, Oban, 
and a Champagne afternoon tea 
for two at The Airds Hotel, Port 
Appin.

Oban RNLI 
prize draw

POPULAR areas in Oban are 
being used as a toilet as adult fae-
ces has been found in numerous 
locations such as the playpark at 
Atlantis Leisure and McCaig’s 
Tower, writes David McPhee.

The behaviour has been la-
belled as disgusting and Argyll 
and Bute Council has said that 
anyone caught defecating will be 
reported to the police.

Lyndsay Elliot, chairwoman 
of Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark, said: ‘It’s bizarre and 
disgusting.

‘There has been two incidents 
at the park, but we thought the 
first one could have just been an 

accident with a child, but on the 
second incident it was fairly clear 
that it was an adult.’

A spokesperson for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘This type of 
behaviour is not only disgusting, 
it is against the law and anyone 
caught behaving in this way will 
be dealt with by the police.

‘Our staff have taken all 
necessary measures to clean up 
and carry out further checks on 
affected areas.

‘Oban has sufficient public 
toilet facilities and they should 
always be used instead of people 
behaving in this unacceptable 
manner.’

THE theft of more than 1,000 
beer kegs worth nearly £90,000 
on the Isle of Islay may have been 
perpetrated by an international 
criminal gang, police suspect.

Police Scotland received a report 
on July 12 that 1,100 beer kegs 
with an estimated value of £88,000 
had been stolen from a yard at 
Port Ellen between May 9-22.

A spokesperson added: ‘Enquir-
ies to date have indicated that 
a large goods vehicle – possibly 
foreign registered – may have been 
involved in the theft and officers 
are continuing to liaise with a 

number of forces throughout the 
UK and abroad, in relation to this 
matter.’

Officers could not confirm the 
beer kegs had been taken out of 
the country.

The police report at Islay 
Community Council’s meeting on 
August 16, published in its draft 
minutes, said: ‘There was a theft 
of beer barrels from the old lem-
onade factory in Port Ellen. Over 
1,000 barrels were stolen with a 
value of £80,000-£100,000.

‘The Metropolitan Police Force 
has taken over the investigation.’

Disgust as human faeces 
found at Oban attractions

Islay theft worth £88,000

Dunbeg’s Murdo triumphs at Braemar Games
EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD 
Murdo Masterson from Dun-
beg was crowned champion 
of the under-25s heavy events 
at the Braemar Gathering on 
Saturday, one of Scotland’s 
biggest Highland games 
attended by HM The Queen, 
writes Sandy Neil.

This week Murdo’s proud 
parents Chick and Inga ex-
pressed their delight.

His dad Chick told The 
Oban Times: ‘Achieving this 
at 18 years old is massive.’ 
He added: ‘He is one of the 
youngest to win it. It’s run 
over 13 games. You accumu-
late points at all of them and 
whoever has accumulated the 
most points wins.

‘It was very close throughout 
the tournament. It was all 
down to the final day.’

The former Oban High 
School pupil was already 

winning by three points as 
he stepped on to the field at 
Braemar, but could have lost 
his lead. However, he won the 
day, and the contest, by a 6.5 
point margin ahead of James 
Dawkins, throwing the 16lb 
hammer 124ft 6in, and the 
28lb weight 65ft 3in.

‘He was also winning the 
22lb hammer in the open 
competition with a personal 
best of 109 feet until Craig 
Sinclair, who is featured on 
the Specsavers advert trying 
to lift the floodlights pole 
instead of the caber, beat him 
by three inches on his final 
throw,’ said Chick.

‘His big passion is the High-
land games. He has spent the 
last year concentrating on 
this.’ 

He was getting coaching 
from Shaun Bates in Oban.

‘The plan now is to get a job.’
Murdo Masterson accepts his prize at Braemar Gathering after lifting the Glen� ddich U-25 heavy 

events championship.
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Oban playpark pirate ship 
run aground in a swamp
THE ‘FANTASTIC’ pirate 
ship playpark at Atlantis Lei-
sure is in danger of ‘sinking into 
a swamp’, according to a mum 
whose children play there every 
day.

The £180k park’s surface is 
already cracking and bubbling 
two years after it was laid 
and users are impatient to 
see it fixed before children or 
grandparents trip and hurt 
themselves.

The Friends of Oban Com-
munity Playpark group raised 
£334,000 to replace the old 
playpark beside Atlantis Lei-
sure, which closed for safety 
reasons in 2014, with two new 
ones – one for ages five to 15 
and the other for under fives, 
plus a millennium garden.

The group raised £180,000 
to fund for Oban Community 
Playpark’s first phase, designed 
for five to 15 years, which 

opened in November 2015.
Mum of four Emma D’Arcy, 

whose children use the play 
park every day, said ‘massive 
patches’ of the new park’s 
surface were turning into a 
not-so-fun ‘trampoline’ or 
‘waterbed’.

‘It started as a bubble and it 

has turned into a swamp,’ she 
explained. ‘Mud and water is 
seeping up. The floor is sinking.

‘It is an accident waiting 
to happen. You have elderly 
grandparents there walking 
with sticks. It is only a matter of 
time before someone gets hurt.’

Oban Community Playpark is 

maintained by Argyll and Bute 
Council.

A council spokesperson told 
The Oban Times: ‘The park is 
open and safe to use. We are 
investigating concerns raised 
with us regarding an issue with 
the surface. 

‘As soon as any fault and cause 
is identified, the appropriate 
steps will be taken to remedy it.’

Ms D’Arcy said the new park 
was ‘fantastic’, but added: ‘I 
do not think the drainage was 
sorted properly. I believe the 
ground was one of the most 
expensive parts because it was 
meant to last a long time.

‘It is a new park and this 
should not be happening. I 
believe the playpark committee 
have been trying to get it fixed. 
It is a shame this has not been 
addressed. 

‘The community have put in 
so much work and raised so 
much money.’

Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark chairperson Lyndsay 

Elliott told The Oban Times: ‘It 
is being dealt with. The conver-
sations are being had, but it is 
taking longer than we would 
hope.’

The group have also raised 
their target of almost £100,000 
to complete the final stage of 
the under-fives play park, a 
pirate ship. 

Workmen are currently wait-
ing for a break in the weather 
to finish this off. A party to 
officially open the new park is 
set for September 30.

In the meantime, the new ship 
needs a name and children aged 
up to 15 were asked to send The 
Oban Times their suggestions of 
a name for the boat. 

Voting is now taking place to 
find out the public’s favourite 
suggestion from five short-list-
ed. The winner will receive an 
iPad mini courtesy of Scottish 
Sea Farms.

To vote for one of the five 
suggested names, visit https://
goo.gl/M4QyWw

The council is investigating concerns raised about the play park’s 
surface which appears to be cracking and bubbling.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

THE COUNCIL’S planned 
changes to parking charges in 
Oban would make the problem 
worse, argue ‘disappointed’ Oban 
community councillors, writes 
Sandy Neil.

Argyll and Bute Council’s con-
sultation on new parking charges 
closed on Friday. The changes 
aim to help drivers find a parking 
space by increasing turnover, help 
blue badge holders park where 
they need to, and reduce incon-
siderate parking.

The draft new Traffic Regula-
tion Order proposes making the 
first 30 minutes free on George 
Street, Corran Esplanade, 
William Street, Queen’s Park 
Place and Argyll Square, but also 
imposing charges on Gallanach 
Road (sailing club to Brandy 
Rock) and Ganavan Road (from 
Glenrigh to War Memorial) 9am 
to 6pm Monday to Saturday, and 
1pm to 6pm Sunday. Charges 
on all existing on-street pay and 
display bays will also extend to 
Sunday afternoons.

Three car parks at Longsdale 
(Atlantis), Lochavullin and Gana-
van would have charges applying 
all year, Monday to Saturday 9am 
to 6pm and Sunday 1pm to 6pm, 
with the first two hours free and 
thereafter 30 pence for 15 min-
utes and £1 for an hour.

Oban Community Council 
presented its draft response at its 
meeting last week.

Community councillor Duncan 
Martin said the plans showed a 
‘lack of ambition’.

‘There are at least four distinct 
parking needs in Oban,’ Mr 
Martin explained: ‘short-term 
parking for those with business 
in the town; parking for residents 
and for visitors to town centre 
hotels; all day parking for those 
employed in the town centre; 
and long-stay parking for ferry 
passengers and crew. The town 
deserves a comprehensive plan 
for all of these.

‘There is a major problem of 
chaotic or ‘wild’ parking in the ar-
eas outside the present controlled 
area. The proposals can only 
make things much worse, as long-
stay vehicles are displaced from 
the off- and on-street areas cur-
rently available. These proposals 
can only work in tandem with a 
substantial residents-only parking 
zone surrounding the controlled 
areas in these proposals.

‘One issue which contributes 
to the chaos is that there is no 
website which describes the 
parking opportunities in Oban. 
We suggest the council work with 
BIDS to create an Oban parking 
website, with a map of the various 
zones, and links to the private 
sector providers.’

Mr Martin also urged the 
council to provide free parking 
areas for island residents who 
keep their vehicles on-shore and 
increase the free period in Lo-
chavullin car park to three hours 
with simpler flat daily £5 charge 
charging thereafter.

He concluded: ‘We have no 
objections to the principles 
of the proposals, but they are 
incomplete and as such are likely 
to merely shift the problem (long-
stay parking by ferry passengers 
and crew) into other parts of the 
town. Oban deserves a proper 
solution. Whether this is a central 
multi-storey or a park and ride is 
a matter for discussion.’

Parking 
plan 
‘shows 
lack of 
ambition’

Oban Bay pontoons o�  cially open for business
THE OBAN bay pontoons were offi-
cially opened last Thursday and it is 
estimated that they will generate a £25 
million boost for the area, according to 
Argyll and Bute Council’s provost, writes 
David McPhee.

In the opening ceremony, which was 
kicked off by provost Len Scoullar, he 
said it would generate the £25 million 
over the next 20 years.

‘Today is about focusing on what the 
facility will achieve for Oban and the 
surrounding area,’ he told the crowd.

‘Conservative estimates indicate a £25 
million boost to the local economy over 
the next 20 years. I am no banker, but I 
would say that more than justifies the £1.5 
million that has been spent.

‘This new step-ashore facility is an easy 
access marine gateway into one of Argyll 
and Bute’s most exciting and vibrant 
towns.’

Oban High School Pipe Band were also 
on hand to entertain the crowd.

Two band members, Marley Squire and 
Innes Munro, joined Cathy MacGregor 
and Mairi Malloy as they cut the ribbon 
to officially open the pontoons.

Elaine Robertson, councillor for Oban 
and Lorn, said: ‘This fabulous new pon-
toon development is something we have 
been looking forward to for many, many 
years. Depending on who you speak to it 
ranges between 10 and 40.’

Marley Squire, Cathy MacGregor, Mairi Malloy and Innes Munro all helped to cut the ribbon as the pontoons are 
o�  cially opened. 17_t36pontoons01

THAT’S us almost at the 
end of another summer 
which has flown by. It’s been 
an enjoyable and hectic one 
despite the weather, and it’s 
not quite over yet so I’m still 
hopeful of another month or 
two of sunshine, writes Kay 
McDonald.

I was delighted to discover 
that Scotland was voted the 
most beautiful country in 
the world by Rough Guides 
recently. I know I’d always 
thought so but I’m biased, 
so it’s nice to discover others 
think so too.

When the weather is a dre-
ich as it has been lately it’s 

sometimes difficult to appre-
ciate how lucky we are in so 
many ways in this wee corner 
of the world – we don’t suffer 
the floods and droughts 
that other poor souls do 
and even in the rain there 
is something magnificent 

about the scenery around us.
It may be because I speak to 
visitors every day who love 
being here and keep telling 
me how lucky I am to live 
here that it does make you 
look around with fresh eyes 
and appreciate the things 
that we often take for grant-
ed.  I think everyone should 
try it – have a wee look at 
some of the other places in 
the news just now and im-
agine living there and then 
have a look round at where 
we do live.  Lucky us!

That’s us almost at the end 
of another cruise ship season 
as well and I must say what 

a difference using the new 
pontoons for the last few 
ships has made. It’s easier 
for the passengers, the crew 
and those of us who go to 
welcome them to Oban, and 
I’ve noticed how much easier 
it is for wheelchairs to use 
them as well.  Let’s hope that 
more ships will be encour-
aged to visit now that the 
facilities are so much better. 
Last week’s photo was of the 
Columba hotel’s beautiful 
carving. This week’s will take 
you to the other side of the 
town, it may be something 
you see every day and just 
don’t notice.

Summer’s fl own by but 
hopefully it’s not over yet

WHERE IS THIS?

Revamped 
dementia 
resource 
centre opens

Coastguard 
walk for Ali

THE recently refurbished Oban 
Dementia Resource Centre reo-
pened its doors last Friday with 
‘tea and mocktails’, writes David 
McPhee.

Dozens of people made their 
way to the High Street premises 
for the grand opening to see how 
the centre had grown, incorporat-
ing a new group room.

The centre provides people 
living with, or wanting to learn 
more about dementia, a place to 
get advice and support.

Ann Frost and Alan Adair were 
tasked with cutting the opening 
ribbon. They were described as 
true examples of people who don’t 
let the condition ruin their lives.

Speaking about how important 
the centre was, Ann said: ‘It’s an 
important place because if any-
one is in trouble or needs advice 
you can just phone up here.’

Sue Pagan, dementia adviser, 
said: ‘People automatically 
assume that someone living with 
dementia is not capable of living a 
productive life.

‘An analogy I like to use is 
someone who has played golf all 
their life and they start to have 
difficulty keeping score and they 
are a little bit embarrassed.

‘For someone with dementia, 
they can still hit the ball and can 
still enjoy the game, but they can’t 
do the finer parts of it.’

The Oban Dementia Resource 
Centre not only offers advice, 
but it also hosts regular themed 
events such as musical memories 
and reminiscing.

To find out more, visit 12 High 
Street, Oban, or call 01631 570614.

A TEAM of volunteer coast-
guards from Oban will walk 174 
miles in two-days in memory of 
a former colleague.

Ali MacNab died in January 
2016 aged 48 after a battle with 
cancer. He was brought up in 
Edinbane on the Isle of Skye 
and later lived and worked an 
Oban.

His colleagues will now em-
bark on a gruelling walk from 
Oban to Edinbane in order 
to raise money for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Donations can be made via 
the Just Giving page: www.
justgiv ing.com/fundraising /
iain-mackinnon2 or by texting 
OBAN48 and the donation 
amount to 70070.



Thursday 7 September, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 5NEWS
OT

Man jailed 
over assault 
on former 
partner
A 33-YEAR-OLD man has 
been sent back to prison to com-
plete 96 days of a sentence for 
domestic abuse and had another 
eight months added for a further 
offence.

Andrei Tsilikin, whose address 
was given as 3-2, 23 High Street, 
Oban, admitted assaulting his 
ex-partner on August 4 at her 
home in the town by punching 
her on the face to her injury. He 
was on bail at the time.

Sheriff Patrick Hughes, sitting 
at Oban Sheriff Court last Tues-
day, was told that neighbours 
heard an argument going on at 
the property and called the po-
lice. When officers arrived they 
saw the pair had been drinking.

Tsilikin’s defence agent, Jane 
McLaren, said the former cou-
ple’s relationship was ‘volatile’.

The accused had returned to 
collect some belongings and 
now the trained pastry chef had 
no reason to return to Oban.

Sheriff  Patrick Hughes noted 
that at the time Tsilikin had just 
been released from prison for a 
similar offence and still had 96 
days of the original sentence 
outstanding.

He will now serve this along 
with eight months for the latest 
offence, the terms to run con-
secutively.

SCOTRAIL has announced 
that weekend trains will be can-
celled between Crianlarich and 
Glasgow, with a replacement 
bus service in operation, on 
Saturday and Sunday September 
23-24 and Saturday September 
30 and Sunday October 1, due 
to engineering work. However 
trains will run as normal from 
Crianlarich towards Mallaig, 
Fort William and Oban. Visit 
www.scotrail.co.uk for details.

Rail disruptions

THERE is not much time left 
to show your support for the 
Stay Alive on the A85 campaign 
as The Oban Times will soon 
hand its petition to the Scottish 
Government, calling for urgent 
improvements to be made to the 
A85.

The petition is calling for a 
reduction in the speed limit, an 
extention of the double white 
lines to prevent overtaking 
between Connel and Oban, and 
a lay-by to be installed at Penny-
fuir cemetery.

More than 200 people have 
already signed online with many 
more signing through the peti-
tion in the paper.

This week our appeal for 
signatures follows two incidents 
on the road. Both accidents took 
place near Poppies Garden Cen-

tre causing disruptions to traffic.
Thankfully nobody was 

seriously injured, however the 
latest accidents follow numerous 
fatalities on this stretch of road 
over the decades.

At least 11 people have died 
on the road between Oban and 
Connel, and many more have 
been injured since 2000.

Another issue our campaign 
aims to address is the lack 
of stopping places for public 
transport. Buses often cannot 
stop at the gates of Penny-
fuir cemetery because it is 
unsafe to drop-off or pick up 

The Oban Times petition for safety improvements on the A85. 
People in North Argyll have lost far too many friends and family in accidents on the A85 between Oban and Connel.  

PLEASE SIGN BELOW: 

Address ..........................................
........................................................
........................................................

Tel ..................................................

Email .............................................
.......................................................

Name .................................................................................................

and send to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB, or sign the petition online at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/stayalive85

passengers trying to visit the 
gravesides of their loved ones.
Valerie Marshal was among 
those who have signed the 
petition. She said: ‘Drivers 
overtaking dangerously and 

generally people driving too 
fast. Frustrations mount during 
tourist season when locals are 
held back by drivers going too 
slow. Some challenging bends 
catch visitors out. There are also 

several openings to property 
along the route making access 
on and off the road dangerous.’

Mrs Evans said: ‘Every sum-
mer there are numerous serious 
crashes on this road. I am scared 

to drive on it now and fear for 
my family and friends who use 
it too.’

You can also sign the petition 
at www.obantimes.co.uk/stay-
alive85

Time running out to sign Oban Times A85 petition

Concerns over exposed rock face
A 25-FOOT rock face in the 
middle of a residential area 
in Oban is causing concern 
as children are using it as a 
shortcut.

The exposed cliff, situated 
behind Lorn and Islands Dis-
trict General Hospital, below 
Catalina Avenue, has been 
deemed ‘an accident waiting to 
happen’.

Developer MacLeod Con-
struction says the adjacent road 
is under review to be adopted 
by Argyll and Bute Council. 
As part of the conditions for 
this, MacLeod Construction 
has pressure washed the cliff in 
order to remove any unstable 
rocks.

However, a resident in the 
area took to social media to 

highlight the issues, saying: 
‘Blasting loose rock on a per-
manently soaked and unstable 
rock face will not mitigate 
against children accessing it 

without a barrier. Much of the 
neat pebbled verge is now cov-
ered in black rock and sludge.

‘The solution is clearly not an 
easy undertaking. My view on 

this lies between a barrier or 
re-contouring the hill.’

Jim Lynch, councillor for 
Oban South and the Isles, 
said: ‘Children are using it as 
a shortcut. If some child falls, 
we are not going to forgive 
ourselves if we have known 
that it is happening. You have 
to make the effort of building 
a fence.

‘The concern I have is that 
it’s not safe. To me it is quite 
urgent.

‘They [McLeod Contruction] 
have washed it off, but that’s 
not the problem. I would prefer 
a net across it so it’s safe.

‘I am not having a go at 
anyone in particular, all I 
am saying is we need to work 
together to get it done. There’s 
a definite feeling here within 
the community that no-one is 
listening.’

Councillor for Oban North 
and Lorn Julie McKenzie is a 
resident in the area.

She said: ‘This issue has been 
raised time and time again. 
What I see here is profit before 
people in the community.

‘We are councillors, not engi-
neers. It’s up to us to highlight 
the issue.

‘It’s an accident waiting to 
happen.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘This 

road and area has not been 
adopted by the council and is 
the responsibility of the land-
owner to maintain.

‘If there are any concerns 
about this area we will, of 
course, raise it with the owners 
of the site.’

A spokesman for MacLeod 
Construction said: ‘The recent 
removal of “loose” rock from 
a section of the rock face 
adjacent to the new McKelvie 
Road/Glenshellach Road link 
road was carried out by Macle-
od Construction in response 
to a specific request from 
Argyll and Bute Council roads 
department.

‘This was one of the last 
remaining items required by 
the roads department as part 
of the on-going road adoption 
process which we hope to con-
clude shortly.’

Oban councillors Jim Lynch 
and Julie McKenzie in front 
of nsecured the rock face. 

17_t36_dangeroushill01

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

BID4Oban said: ‘Oban 
has experienced many 
changes over recent 
years. From the cutbacks 
in local authority budgets, 
to the increased traffic 
in the town due to road 
equivalent tariff and the 
increased pressure that 
it is putting on the town’s 
limited parking provision.

Over the past five years 
BID4Oban has worked 
tirelessly on behalf of the 
business community with 
Argyll and Bute Council. 
Traffic management and 
access issues are a problem 
for many businesses. The 
continuing rise of energy 
costs and the new rateable 
values are putting more 
pressure on businesses. 
Oban requires a co-ordi-
nated response from all 
businesses to address these 
problems and support 
them. Globally visitor 
numbers are increasing 
and Oban is no exception.

‘The retail sector in 
particular has suffered 
with the growth of online 
shopping but we are fortu-
nate that having a strong 
tourist trade has helped 
to mitigate some of this 
impact with a vibrant, 
clean and attractive town.

‘To keep visitors and 
shoppers coming to Oban, 
we have to persuade them 
to come in the quieter 

The Key Objectives for the next � ve-year term are clearly 
outlined in the recently published business plan sent to all 
eligible levy payers. It is also available online at the compa-
ny’s website – www.bid4oban.co.uk 

• To improve the economic opportunities for the businesses 
in the Oban

• To increase footfall, both local and visitor
• To make the BID ‘cost neutral’ for each business by way 

of incremental bene� ts it brings to the town in terms of 
investment and sponsorship

• To address the issues of individual sectors by partnership 
working

• To improve businesses relationships with each other, the 
local authority and the community

• To market the town to a local, regional, national and 
international audience in conjunction with Oban and 
Lorn Tourism Association. This will ensure Oban i s 
e� ectively marketed throughout the UK and 
globally as a fantastic destination to visit.

• To give businesses a strong, unifi ed voice 
when dealing with both the local author-
ity and Scottish Government. 

• To support local voluntary groups whose 
aims align with the BID in terms of fund-
ing for new and existing events. 

e� ectively marketed throughout the UK and 

months in increasing num-
bers and extend the season. 
In addition, we have to 
work with and occasionally 
lobby the local authority to 
ensure that local strategies 
do not negatively impact 
on trade.’

Over its first five years, 
BID4Oban has produced 
a whole range of initia-
tives that have improved 
the town.

Among them are the 
introduction of BID4Oban 
town ambassadors, who 

h a v e 
i n t e r a c t e d w i t h 
more than 49,000 visitors; 
shop-front improvement 
grants have been issued 
to many businesses; 
numerous events have 
been supported financially 

including Oban Live; In 
addition, in kind support 
and advice has always been 
available. It has provided 
local business liaison during 
the implementation of the 
CHORD projects which 
included Stafford Street, 
Station Square and George 
Street improvements.

BID4Oban has also been 
responsible for putting up 
over 700 hanging baskets 
and floral arrangements 
around the town over its 
current term; In partner-

ship with Argyll and 
Bute Council we have 
enhanced the Christ-

mas lights through-
out Oban ensuring 
a welcoming and 
festive atmos-
phere. Along with 

the reindeer parade 
in November these 

investments ensure a 
vibrant town centre is 

created.  The recent instal-
lation of BID4Oban WIFI 
in the main centre of Oban 
has enhanced visitors expe-
rience, we are now working 
with Scottish Government 

to extend and enhance this 
service; The town diary 
and updating the what’s 
on in and around Oban is 
an integral part in working 
with many organisations 
to highlight events. Our 
fantastic town centre fire-
works display in November 
and Hogmanay are now an 
integral part of established 
events. Most recently 
BID4Oban has worked with 
local businesses to establish 
ad-hoc markets to enable 
them to promote both local 
produce and merchandise. 
BID4Oban works closely 
with the Cruise Group to 
ensure we capitalise on the 
many shipping lines now 
visiting the town and with 
the establishment of the new 
Pontoons in the town this 
attraction of Oban will only 
increase in this sector. 

The “Love Oban” brand 
has been established for 
all our marketing and 
this will be enhanced in a 
second term. BID4Oban 
launched the Love Oban 
Gift Vouchers and these 
have been a fantastic suc-

cess since its launch. Love 
Oban Voucher sales now 
top £32,000 and a major 
marketing plan is now in 
place to ensure Obanites, 
their friends and visitors 
benefit from this initiative. 

BID4Oban is managed 
by a dedicated team to 
manage its resources. This 
includes Andrew Spence 
- BID Manager, Yvonne 
MacLean – Administrator, 
Kay McDonald – Digital 
and Town Ambassador 
and Joe Reich – Town Am-
bassador. They are there 
to support and enhance 
the BID and encourage 
additional funding from all 
available sources. 

Argyll and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara backed 
BID4Oban, saying: 
‘BID4Oban has worked 
hard to extend the season 
throughout the shoulder 
months and the footfall in 
Oban has increased with 
events like the Winter Fes-
tival, the Hogmanay fire-
works and the renowned 
Oban Live festival, which 
has boosted the economy 

of Oban and the surround-
ing area. I would very much 
support its bid to continue 
this good work.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Mi-
chael Russell added: ‘BID 
is important in helping lo-
cal business to improve the 
environment for itself and 
the communities it serves. 
BID4Oban has got off to a 
good start and has clearly 
made a difference to the 
town. However, there is 
much more to be done and 
I hope the town’s business 
community will keep faith 
with the project and back it 
for the next stage.’

Graham MacQueen 
MBE, from MacQueen 
Bros, said: “Oban is a very 
different, much improved 
place since the formation of 
our BID company. All Oban 
businesses must surely re-
elect BID4Oban to continue 
making our town a shining 
example of success”

A series of drop in 
meetings will be held at 
the BID4Oban offices at 
43 Stevenson Street, Oban, 
PA34 5NA

BID4Oban’s fi ve-year 
term is up for renewal. 
The company is now in 
the process of balloting 
local businesses who are 
currently levy payers for 
a second and exciting 
term. Ballot papers have 
been sent to all eligible 
parties and these must 
be returned no later than 
Thursday 5th October 
2017.

BID4Obans Chairman 
Graeme Bass said: ‘I am 
delighted to present the 
new business plan for the 
second term of BID4Oban 
which has been sent to 

all levy payers. It outlines 
our key priorities and 
gives a taste of how we 
can continue to improve 
and make Oban a strong-
er and more prosperous 
town by working togeth-
er for the bene� t of local 
businesses and the wider 
community.

‘Supporting BID4Oban 
is a great opportunity 
to continue working 
together and make 
Oban a great place to 
live, work and visit. The 
cost to businesses is low 
and, through BID4Oban, 
we can access external 

assistance and funding 
that is not available to 
individual businesses or 
local authorities.

‘By ensuring BID4Oban 
continues, we can keep 
working together to in-
crease footfall, stimulate 
investment and enhance 
the reputation of our 
town. The purpose of 
BID4Oban is to support 
our business community, 
increase trade and 
improve our business 
environment.’

BID4Oban Limited was 
formed in November 2012 
as a result of a resound-

ing ‘yes’ from Oban’s 
business community to 
support joining forces 
to create Scotland’s � rst 
whole town Business Im-
provement District. It was 
formed as a not-for-pro� t 
limited company to deliv-
er BID4Oban’s objectives.

The Vision of BID4Oban 
is to create a vibrant and 
vital town centre, with a 
supportive and involved 
business community. 
This ensures that every 
business trading in Oban 
bene� ts from the collec-
tive involvement of all 
business’s in the BID.

ADVERTORIAL

BID4Oban bids for renewal
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Called to account
THE new pontoons were 
officially opened at Oban’s 
North Pier last week, and make 
a very welcome addition to the 
provision of amenities for the 
sailing community in this area, 
as we report elsewhere in today’s 
newspaper.

Last week I was critical of 
Argyll and Bute Council holding 
the belated ceremony to officially 
open the new facility, having held 
an impromptu opening event a 
few weeks ago, and several weeks 
since boats began to use the 
berths.

And that criticism brought a 
surprising response from the 
head of the council’s communi-
cations team. She complained to 
the editor about me having a go 
at the council on a regular basis.

Let me assure her, and you 
readers, that I fully intend to 
continue to scrutinise the local 
authority and the ways in which it 
spends our hard-earned money.

For anyone being paid from 
the public purse to object to 
that kind of critique is, frankly, 
ill-conceived. It is precisely the 
role that we local journalists are 
expected to fulfil and we will go 
on doing so.

And, by the way, I have been 
one of the first to heap praise on 
the council on many occasions - 
including in recent times over the 
installation of the new pontoons 
- when its actions merit it.

Argyll and Bute Council does 
much that is excellent and in the 
best interests of all of us who live 
in this great part of the country.

However, it gets things wrong, 
too, and I am equally quick to 
point out what I believe are its 
errors – one of which is for its 
senior officers to complain about 
being held to account.

Band is brilliant
ISN’T Oban High School Pipe 
Band absolutely fabulous?

The hugely talented young 
people who make up the band 
have been showered with prizes, 
trophies and praise this summer 
as they have swept to a string of 
top titles, including Champion of 

Champions and runners-up at the 
World Pipe Band Championships 
in Glasgow.

This outstanding success comes 
as a result of a great deal of hard 
work by the boys and girls and 
their tutors. They deserve all the 
plaudits visited upon them for the 
effort they have put in.

So it was great for the town 
to able to cheer them to the 
rafters last Wednesday when they 
paraded from the Corran Halls 
to Station Square.

Local people and visitors 
turned out in large numbers to 
celebrate with the band, which 
sounded fantastic as they played 
their way through the centre of 
Oban. They put on a thoroughly 
stirring performance, played 
brilliantly and looked magnif-

icent. Long may their success 
continue.

Home at last
IT WAS extremely pleasing to 
be able to report last week that 
Laura MacIntyre has finally 
returned to her home in Barra 
after months in hospital.

Laura was seriously injured 
in the Manchester Arena bomb 
atrocity back in May, in which her 
close friend Eilidh MacLeod was 
killed.

Laura has undergone months 
of treatment in Manchester and 
Glasgow but has now recovered 
sufficiently to be restored to 
the island. Her mum and dad, 
Nan and Micheal, said she has 
‘amazed’ them with her ‘bravery 
and strength’ and that they are 
‘delighted’ to have her home.

We are all delighted that she is 
back at home and hope that her 
recovery continues. She is now in 
the best place possible.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@

obantimes.co.uk or The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@
obantimes.co.uk or The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB.
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RUNNERS in Islay are 
preparing for the annual 
marathon that will take 
place on Sunday September 
10.

The event will be in 
memory of former pupil of 
Islay High School Menzies 
MacAffer.

Menzies was a keen run-
ner and served in the Royal 
Marines. The Menzies 
MacAffer trophies have 
been donated by the family 
and will be given to the first 
male and female finisher.

The marathon will start at 
the village hall in Portna-
haven at 7.30am, and finish 
in Port Ellen at the Ramsay 
Hall.

A free bus will be on hand 
to pick up any willing par-
ticipants. It will leave Port 
Ellen at 6am and will collect 
competitors on the way.

The marathon costs £30 
per person to enter, but relay 
teams of two to four people 
can enter for £40.

A 5k run will also take 
place on Sunday, starting 
at 11.30am at Bowmore 
Primary School.

All money raised from the 
event will go towards trips 
for Islay High School.

To enter, contact Stephen 
Harrison on 810239 or 
07399614675 or email ste-
phen.harrison@argyll-bute.
gov.uk.

MORE than 140 works of art 
by Oban and Lorn artists  are 
on display in the Cadet Hall 
in Tweeddale Street until 
Saturday September 9. 

The exhibition opened 
with a gathering  last Friday 
evening of artists and friends, 
at which Jennifer Shaw was 
awarded the Alba Cup for 

the most popular work. 
There was an excellent 
attendance and sales were 
brisk with art lovers  keen to 
get first sight and perhaps to 
purchase  the new works.

The exhibition is open 
10.30am to 5.30pm each 
day, admission is free and all 
works are for sale.

A TRIO of athletes from 
Mid Argyll have been 
praised for each bringing 
home medals from the 
Special Olympics.

Flora Currie, Campbell 
Ferguson and Iain Mac-
dougall were part of the 
Boccia team representing 
Scotland West at this year’s 
event in Sheffield.

More than 1,200 athletes 
from across Scotland, Eng-
land and Wales participat-
ed in a series of hard-fought 
competitions in 20 sports at 
the Ponds Forge Arena.

The first two days saw the 
Mid Argyll group compete 
in five different competi-
tions, with Iain taking the 
gold, Campbell picking up 
silver and Flora getting a 
bronze.

However, it was at the end 
of a truly hard week that 
the Scotland West squad 
showed their skill to pit 
their strengths against the 
best teams from Tayside, 
Dumfries, Yorkshire and 
Humberside, South East 
England, Northern Region, 
Greater London and the 
Midlands.

Teams from Scotland 
West competed in different 

competitions and in the 
end came away with a team 
gold, team silver and a 
fourth.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Provost Len Scoullar said: 

‘I would like to take this 
opportunity to congrat-
ulate the Scotland West 
team for their outstanding 
achievements.

‘They are an inspiration 

and I am very proud of each 
one of them. They have 
put Lochgilphead on the 
map and I wish them every 
success in the future with 
the sport.’

A COMMUNITY group 
based in Kilmun has been 
crowned Clean Up Scot-
land’s Hero of the Month.

Shore Sweepers received 
the prestigious accolade 
for ‘their tireless efforts in 
improving the litter levels 
on local beaches’.

Speaking about the 
award, founding member 
of the group Moira Tester 
said: ‘I am truly delighted 
to receive the Clean Up 
Scotland Hero of the 
Month Award on behalf of 
the group members.

‘I am passionate about 
being able to show Kilmun 
and its beautiful beaches at 
their best.

‘I am immensely proud of 
the work that Shore Sweep-
ers has undertaken since 
we started out and we are 
committed to continuing 
our efforts.

‘I am eternally grateful to 
all of our volunteers who 
take the time out of their 
busy lives to come along 

and regularly help out and 
care for their local environ-
ment.

‘I am amazed at the suc-
cess of Shore Sweepers in 
such a short time and I am 
excited to see what more we 
can achieve.’

Shore Sweepers were 
nominated by Wendy Mur-
ray, who said: ‘Their hard 
work and enthusiasm to 
keeping our coastline clean 
makes the group more than 
deserving of the Hero of 
the Month award. I am 
very glad that their efforts 
have now been formally 
recognised.

‘Moira and her team of 
volunteers do an outstand-
ing job of keeping Kilmun’s 
beaches clean, alongside 
supporting others along the 
coast to do the same and 
help save our environment.

‘Moira is passionate about 
a clean, green environment 
and a wonderful ambassa-
dor for the work of Keep 
Scotland Beautiful.’

HEAVY rain caused chaos 
in Cowal recently with nine 
locations being affected by 
flooding.

Teams from Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Roads and 
Amenity Services were 
dispatched to nine locations, 
along with a team of contrac-
tors, to deal with the floods 
and help clear away dirt and 
debris that had washed on 
to public roads from higher 
ground.

Various sections of road 
surface and walls were 
damaged and drains were 
blocked as a result. The 
worst affected area was 
Colintraive, where a digger 
was needed to clear the road.

Council employees are to 
continue to clear material 
from the blocked drains and 
any necessary repairs to road 
surfaces and walls will be 
carried out in due course.

This flooding was the sec-
ond weather incident which 
caused disruption in Argyll 
and Bute. 

On August 23, staff re-
sponded when a gutter was 
washed out on Coll and a 
retaining wall collapsed on 
Mull as a result of thunder 
and lightning.

The council’s policy lead for 
roads and amenity services, 
Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
said: ‘The council staff did 
an excellent job clearing the 
debris and ensuring that the 
roads network was made 
safe. Although the rain 
appears to have been very 
localised, it was extremely 
intense.

‘These hard-working, ded-
icated staff went beyond the 
call of duty in many respects 
and have done the council 
extremely proud. Well done 
to everyone involved.’

Flora Currie, Campbell Ferguson and Iain Macdougall.

Heather McLaughlin, from Keep Scotland Beautiful, and 
Moira Tester.

THE Easdale branch of 
British Legion Scotland 
raised more than £1,500 at 
its annual sale last Saturday.

The sale, which took place 
in a busy Seil Island hall, 
commenced with a speech 
by Flight Lieutenant Neil 
Galloway an RAF chaplain, 
who spoke about his work 
with veterans in prisons and 
with men and women who 
have reached ‘rock bottom’.

As well as selling a ‘huge 
amount’ of goods, there 
were a number of charity 
stalls at the sale - Help 4 
Heroes, Erskine Hospital 
and Combat Stress were all 
in attendance.

The grand total raised was 
£1,589.67.

The organisation extend-
ed its thanks to all those 
who supported the event 
and helped on the day.

John Alexander, right, chairman  of the RBL Easdale 
branch, with Flight Lt Chaplain Neil Galloway. 

BUNESSAN Primary 
School has named a white-
tailed sea eagle chick at 
Tiroran Community Forest 
after visiting for a day of 
fun and learning with the 
Mull and Iona Ranger Ser-
vice and Mull Eagle Watch.

Children got messy mak-
ing plaster casts of animal 
hoof prints along the forest 
tracks before learning 
about dinosaurs – the 
ancestors of eagles – with 
Emily and Kate from the 
Ranger Service. Over at the 
eagles’ hide, they learned 
all about white-tailed ea-
gles and enjoyed handling  
real eagle feathers and oth-
er props though, sadly, the 
eagle family was nowhere 
to be seen.

Over lunch, with mouth-
fuls of ham sandwiches, 
they shouted out name 
suggestions for the one 
female chick and the list 
was handed over to John 
Clare, the forest officer, to 
pick the name – which was 
Arwen.

This translates as 
‘muse’ or ‘noble-woman’ 
from Celtic languages. 
It is also one of the main 
female characters from 
J R R Tolkein’s The Lord 
of the Rings – a half-elf, 
half-human who eventually 
becomes a queen. A strong 
name for a powerful bird.

Dervaig Primary School 
is currently coming up with 
names for the two chicks at 
West Ardhu.

Arwen is the most com-
monly seen eagle around 
Tiroran now, with Fingal 
and Iona proving trickier 
to track down but also seen 
are golden eagles, buzzards 

and kestrels and a juvenile 
great-spotted woodpecker 
on the feeders along with 
crossbills up in the conifers.

Read more at https://
www.rspb.org.uk/commu-
nity/wildlife/b/mulleagles/
archive/2017/08/30/and-
the-name-is.aspx#QOP-
80bgjFpyYWDbV.99.

Delighted Katie Edmundson, Zoe Cook, Emma Hill and Claire Reid 
with the haul of trophies won by Oban High School Pipe Band.

Primary children name eagle chick

How many children equal the size of a white-tailed sea eagle? Picture: Sue Hawkes

AFTER Taynuilt Post 
Office sat on the market 
for three years, Lorna Ma-
cLennan, who has worked 
there for almost three dec-
ades decided to take things 
into her own hands.

And on Friday (Septem-
ber 1) she took over as 
owner from Neill and Islay 
MacNab.

‘It’s still a bit daunting and 
unreal,’ she said. ‘But it’s 
exciting. I have a mixture of 
emotions.

‘I have been doing the job 
for 29 years, so it’s not a new 
job; it’s just taking the re-
sponsibility for everything. 
I hope everyone will use it.’

Lorna says she bought 

it to ‘keep it alive for the 
village’.

‘Without the post office, 
there would be no commu-
nity spirit left,’ she added.

‘It’s the hub of the village, 
everyone comes here. I 
just hope everyone will be 
happy with the outcome.’

Lorna has decided to 
change the opening times 
of the shop. 

On Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays it 
will be open from 7am until 
5pm.

And on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays it will be open 
from 7am until 1pm.

On Sundays it will be 
open from 8am until 11am.

Taynuilt Post Offi ce 
under new ownership

Lorna receives the keys for the business from Neill and 
Islay MacNab.

Runners prepare for 
island’s marathon
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MORVERN lines

Iona received two nominations, one for the Abbey itself and one for its St Oran’s Chapel, inset.

Argyll and isles feature 
in 50th Doors Open Days
THE 50th national Doors Open 
Days was launched on Friday 
last week at the Botanic Cottage 
at the Royal Botanic Garden in 
Edinburgh.

To celebrate the landmark 
anniversary, the Scottish Civic 
Trust invited 50 leading writers, 
artists, architects and academics 
to nominate their favourite door.

And a number of famous 
doors in Argyll and the islands 
featured in the final list.

All over Scotland, more than 
1,000 buildings will be open and 
free to enter this month, many 
of them not normally open to 
the public and some opening for 
the first time. Castles, churches, 
mosques, museums, fire sta-
tions, offices, theatres and even 
a distillery are just some of the 
buildings taken part this year.

Among the celebrities’ favour-
ite doors, historian Vanessa 
Collingridge nominated Kil-
martin Museum; Lynn Davies 
went for St Oran’s Chapel on 
the Isle of Iona; Professor Tom 
Devine opted for the door to 
Iona Abbey; Gaelic singer Anne 
Martin nominated the door to 
Ostaig House at Sleat on the 
Isle of Skye; Danny MacAskill 
chose the Colbost Folk Muse-
um, also on Skye; and Craig 
Stanford, an archaeologist on St 
Kilda, perhaps unsurprisingly 
given his professional interest, 
nominated the door to house 
number 12, The Street, St Kilda.

As part of this year’s Doors 
Open Days, there are talks, 
tours, heritage trails and plenty 
more events for all ages. All the 
programmes can be found at 
www.doorsopendays.org.uk.

John Pelan, director of the 
Scottish Civic Trust, explained: 
‘Doors Open Days continues to 
be one of Scotland’s most pop-
ular and successful attractions.

‘Every September, tens of 
thousands of people are given 
the opportunity to get inside 
buildings and learn something 
new. It appeals to all ages. We 
are very grateful for the sup-
port of Historic Environment 
Scotland, Aberdeen Standard 
Investments and the Festival of 
Architecture 2017.

‘We were delighted to launch 

the 2017 programme at the 
Botanic Cottage, winner of the 
Scottish Civic Trust My Place 
Awards earlier this year.’

Claire Drummond, head of 
Charitable Giving for the Ab-
erdeen Charitable Foundation, 
said: ‘Every year the list of par-
ticipating venues grows, making 
Doors Open Day a fantastic 
opportunity for people to take 
a closer look at buildings that 
they may well be familiar with, 
perhaps passing every day, but 
may never have seen inside.

‘From mosques to masonic 
halls, prisons to lifeboat sta-
tions, Doors Open Days offers 
insights that cast a new light 
on the nation’s buildings and 
shared spaces, and interesting 
days out too.

‘We’re proud to support the 
Scottish Civic Trust and wish 
Doors Open Days 2017 every 
success.’

Simon Milne MBE, regius 
keeper at the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh said: 
‘Entering the Botanic Cottage 
is walking into the past, present 
and future in one step.

‘This beautiful and remarka-
ble building of the Enlighten-
ment, a celebrated centre for 
pioneering botanical teaching, 
has been painstakingly recon-
structed and now provides an 
inspirational space for educa-
tion and the community.

‘Its historic and welcoming inte-
rior and great facilities help peo-
ple of all ages and backgrounds to 
connect with plants and to learn 

about and enjoy our natural en-
vironment. It is a real pleasure to 
welcome the Scottish Civic Trust 
to the cottage for this celebration 
of our country’s heritage.’

Doors Open Days is co-ordi-
nated nationally by the Scottish 
Civic Trust and is part of Euro-
pean Heritage Days alongside 
Scottish Archaeology Month, 
co-ordinated by Archaeology 
Scotland.  Both are supported 
by Historic Environment Scot-
land. Doors Open Days 2017 
is also supported by Aberdeen 
Standard Investments Ltd and 
Festival of Architecture 2017.

Area co-ordinators create 
and manage local programmes 
and work for a variety of local 
authorities, civic trusts and 
heritage organisations.

The play that shook 
the Highlands
IN 1973 an extraordinarily powerful 
play started touring the villages and 
towns of the Highlands and Islands. 
Rarely, if ever, had a play made such 
an impression on Scottish audiences 
as did the 7:84 Theatre Company’s 
production of The Cheviot, the Stag and 
the Black, Black Oil. It was seen by an 
estimated 300,000 people throughout 
Scotland and later by millions when it 
was broadcast as part of the BBC’s Play 
for Today series.

John McGrath, the writer, called it 
‘a ceilidh play’. In it he tells the story 
of the exploitation of the Highlands 
from the post-Jacobite rising, through 
the suppression of the clans, the atroc-
ities of the clearances, the sporting 
estates and their absentee owners, 
to the North Sea oil boom which he 
dramatised through oral tradition, 
the Gaelic language, song, satire and 
broad comedy.

McGrath, who died in 2002, set up 
the 7:84 travelling theatre company in 
1971, taking its name from a statistic 
revealed in The Economist in 1966 that 
7 per cent of Britain’s people owned 
84 per cent of the country’s wealth. 
He  wrote many plays before The 
Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, Black 
Oil, and many after, but The Cheviot 
remains his best-known work.

John Bett, who played several leading 
characters in the play (including a bril-
liant take on an absentee landowner, 
a Church of Scotland minister and 
Patrick Sellar, who owned Ardtornish 

estate in Morvern) recalled whole 
villages turning out with children and 
grandmothers in the audience.

He said: ‘The play had a living quality 
to it. There were new things happening 
every day with the oil boom, which 
John would extract from the papers 
and put it in that night’s performance. 
It had a real up-to-the-moment feeling 
to it.’

Joe Douglas, director of a 2015 
update, says: ‘It’s huge, and as it comes 
closer than you realise how much a 
part of the psyche it is, you get an idea 
of its importance when you speak to 
some of the people who saw it when 
they tell you how much it meant to 
them. It’s not about sentiment; it really 

awakened something that was latent, 
just bubbling away for so many people 
across the country.’

The reasons for the clearances are ex-
plained and how they were enabled for 
the ‘ruling classes’ with the connivance 
of the church, the law, the police and 
the military. It tells where the people 
went: often to miserable allotments on 
the seashore where they were supposed 
to fish and gather kelp for the soda ash 
industry. It gives the economic reasons 
why the men were often away south for 
much of the year, trying to find work 
to pay the rents on their crofts, or in 
the Highland regiments defending 
the British Empire. It also details the 
emigrations to the Victorian slums of 
Glasgow and to the rest of the world.

In The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, 
Black Oil, John McGrath and director 
John Mackenzie dared to go where few 
have wanted to go, most preferring to 
sweep the atrocities of the Highland 
clearances under the carpet as being 
too painful, and too long ago.  The play 
also passes on an example of local re-
sistance from across the Atlantic - ‘So, 
picture it, a drive-in clachan on every 
hilltop where formerly there was hee-
haw but scenery. They give me furs, 
beaver skins, Davy Crockett hats and 
all the little necessities of life. I give 
them beads, baubles, VD, diphtheria, 
influenza, cholera, fire water and all 
the benefits of civilisation.’

Typical of the play’s poetic anger 
is in the line: ‘It is said that when the 
woman bards died they were buried 
face downwards so that their songs 
would not come up to disturb us. But 
they do, still.’

This play has influenced generations 
of playwrights and directors in Scot-
land and beyond, and took professional 
theatre to a whole new public. John 
McGrath did not invent touring the-
atre, but he certainly reinvigorated it 
and opened the door to new audiences, 
venues and – before long – new touring 
companies.

To understand the Highlands today, 
and the effect the subject of this 
production had on the morale of the 
few indigenous people who remain, 
no-one interested in its social history 
and landscape should fail to watch The 
Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, Black 
Oil.

DVDs of the BBC’s Cheviot are now 
available from Panamint Cinema, 
Broxburn, West Lothian, who special-
ise in rare film and BBC television pro-
grammes sourced by licence from the 
nation’s film archive. The company has 
a catalogue of more than 70 historical 
and nostalgic feature films and docu-
mentaries. These include Laxdale Hall, 
the Vital Spark, Night Mail, the Rugged 
Islands, Seaways of the Great Ships and 
others about the old West Highland 
Railway line.  (www.panamint.co.uk)

Although not a great deal has changed 
since 1973 regarding land ownership 
in the Highlands, the play obviously 
needs a new title. Perhaps The Dot 
Com lairds, the planting grants and 
no deer, or, The pine martins, the 
lynx, the hydro schemes and the empty 
glens, would be more appropriate for 
today.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The Stag. Photograph courtesy of 
Iain Thornber

Clockwise from top left are Colbost Folk Museum on the Isle of 
Skye; Ostaig House at Sleat, also on Skye; Kilmartin Museum; and 

number 12, The Street, St Kilda.

What can I tell you Julie, the 
boss is delighted. She didn’t 
think we could do anything 
in a conservation area but 
Cairngorm had the answer – 
secondary glazing.

Now we have 
no more 
draughts 
getting 
through the 
old windows 
and you can 
barely hear 
the noise from 
outside, so 
I’m definitely 
in her good 
books.

I wonder 
if she’ll be 
keen to hear 
my other 
brilliant 
idea... a big 
pay rise for 
me!
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Le taic bho
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ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Tobermory, and the wider community of Mull, will be 
relieved this week to hear that discussions around the 

controversial plans announced for Glen Iosal sheltered 
housing complex three months ago appeared to have had 
a positive outcome.

In July around 100 people gathered at the home to protest 
against proposed cuts to its warden provision. At that time 
the HSCP was looking to withdraw funding from the Trust 
Housing Association, the organisation that runs the care 
home which would have resulted in warden support at the 
25-flat complex being cut from 35 hours to 25. Following 
this the Save Glen Iosal Steering Committee was set up 

and a petition that was launched which quickly garnered 
over 1000 signatures.

Now, following a meeting with MSP Michael Russell 
and Councillor Mary Jean Devon, and pending the Trust 
Housing  board meeting on September 21, the hope is that 
they will be able to ‘sustain the present level of targeted 
support and care to all residents and this would include 
support for the provision of an on-site co-ordinator and 
resources to secure all necessary support’.

As Councillor Mary Jean Devon and MSP Michael Rus-
sell said, what a great a ‘victory’ for common sense and the 
local campaign.

Days gone by – 1988
Les Horn from Onich emailed The Oban Times to say:  ‘Here’s a picture of the pupils and sta�  at Achaleven School in 

1988 where our children attended when we stayed in Ferry� eld at Connel. Should jog a few memories.’

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

ON AUGUST 31, the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland went into mourning 
for the most charismatic character to 
emerge from the area in living memory.

As news of the death of Norman 
MacLean spread, the extent to which 
he was revered by so many was made 
clear in the tributes paid.

Born in Glasgow of Tiree and Uist 
parentage, his multifaceted genius, per-
sonality and identity gave him a unique 
ability to step in and out of various 
personas effortlessly and be authentic 
and shine while occupying each one.

As a writer, as a musician, as a singer, 
as a comic, as an academic, as a mimic, 
as a linguist and as an actor he excelled 
and in any one of these spheres he could 
have carved a successful career.

However, it is the sum of all these 
talents, topped off with the sparkling 
charisma of a Hollywood celebrity that 
made Norman the anomaly he was 
and which meant he was undoubtedly 
destined for international success.

Sadly, the success never materialised, 
because time and time again Norman 
would, as he said himself, ‘hit the 
self-destruct button’.  His immense 
talents and attributes were counterbal-
anced with many tragic flaws, which 

manifested most clearly in his addiction 
to alcohol. 

It is my own and many others’ firm 
belief that without this addiction, he 
would have been a household name 
throughout the English-speaking world 
and not just as he was in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland.

Norman’s comedy was an integral 
part of my teenage years, and listening 
to his tapes became almost part of our 
school curriculum such was the extent 
to which they were played in the com-
mon rooms and changing rooms during 
break times.

Through my early 20s I was lucky to 
work with Norman, playing at countless 
gigs with him throughout the country 
over the course of a few years.  When 
working, he was supremely professional 
at all times and approached it with the 
energy of youth, which considering that 
at this time he was in his early 60s was 
remarkable.

He was always immaculately dressed, 
always on time and always performed 
with total conviction to the show. I 
realise this sounds unlikely given his 
reputation, but as with many aspects of 
his life it was ‘all or nothing’.  When he 
was sober, he was incredible.  If he was 

drinking, he would simply not turn up.
He was a constant source of encour-

agement during the early years of Skip-
innish Records and kindly wrote the 
cover notes for the first two Skipinnish 
albums.  We subsequently released 
on CD his comedy recording Fully 
Wrapped and Standing, which was 
recorded in the Royal Hotel in Oban 
and had always been my favourite of all 
his recorded output.

The last time I worked with Norman 
was during the Mòd in 2009 when he 
used the Skipinnish Ceilidh House to 
perform book readings from his new-
ly-penned and hard-hitting autobiog-
raphy, The Leper’s Bell.  The adulation 
shown to the man by fans who came to 
hear him read excerpts was amazing 
to witness, and he approached these 
events with the same professionalism 
that he showed when performing com-
edy.

Norman lived out his latter years in 
probably the most fulfilled period of his 
life. He was writing steadily, was aware 
of the love that a population and those 
around him had for him, and seemed to 
be at peace with his journey – and that 
is infinitely more important than any 
amount of international stardom.

Consistently opposed 
to warden cuts
Sir,
I don’t often reply to letters written 
about myself in the local press but I 
feel the need to respond to a letter 
from The Oban Times (August 31).

The letter points out meetings I have 
not attended while failing to mention 
the meetings I have attended.

The letter also mentions a Trust 
Housing meeting about the cuts to 
warden hours at sheltered housing on 
Islay. While not being able to attend 
this meeting due to being unable to 
get staff relief that day, I had been in 
contact with numerous residents of 
sheltered housing on Islay as well as 
Trust Housing officials.

I wrote a letter to The Oban Times 
about just this matter. I pointed 
out that, as a board member of the 
Housing and Social Care Partnership, 
I have made it clear that I am com-
pletely against this decision as it goes 
against a national drive to support 
people in their own homes. I believe 
it will disproportionately affect island 
communities and will have serious 
short- and long-term consequences. It 
is important that the HSCP listens to 
all partners around the table – elected 
councillors (there are four of us) have 
as much to contribute as the NHS 
appointed members.

I have to say, though, that when I 
stood for the council, on many of my 
leaflets and on my campaign page 
I made it clear I believe we needed 
councillors who did more than just 
have a good record of attending meet-
ings. My view has not changed.

I also feel obliged to point out that 
large numbers of my constituents 
contact me every day voicing concerns 
about the SNP and its mishandling of 
Scotland’s devolved powers.

Judging by some of the letters in the 
local press about me and the increas-
ingly bizarre and offensive posts on 
my Facebook campaign page, it is my 
opinion that many separatists are not 
so much angered by my actions since 
being elected but are simply angry 
that a vocal and proud Unionist was 
elected.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Residents’ views 
are being ignored
Sir,
Regarding BEAR Scotland’s ill-con-
ceived plans for improvements to the 
A828 during September, I agreed that 
the road needed some maintenance 
and improvement, but its suggestion 
of 10 full daytime closures was just 
ridiculous.

The road is of crucial importance 
to all communities between Connel 
and Ballachulish and any closure or 
restriction would have had significant 
impact.

This road was closed over several 

nights during May and June, Minimal 
effort was made by BEAR Scotland 
to highlight this work so I wrote to 
complain.

I was assured that BEAR Scotland 
‘listen to the views of locals’ and ‘take 
every effort to minimise disruption’  
but now, with more extensive (and 
significantly more disruptive) works 
planned, it slipped out on an an-
nouncement on its website on a Friday 
afternoon, giving 10 days’ notice of 
the impending works, and had the 
cheek to say that it was ‘consulting ex-
tensively’ with locals, business owners 
and road owners.

What a load of nonsense. There was 
no meaningful consultation. BEAR 
Scotland made its plans with no inten-
tion of even considering the impact 
on local communities or on what local 
people, local businesses or general 
road users actually thought.

Despite emails to BEAR Scotland, 
I’ve had no personal response to my 
comments or suggestions. This atti-
tude from an agency of government is 
totally unacceptable.

Local communities deserve better.
Ewan Mathieson,
Appin.

It is the drivers who 
are dangerous
Sir,
There is a lot of talk at the moment of 
the ‘Stay Alive on the A85’ campaign, 
but I’m sure I’m not alone in wishing 
that the stress should be on the bad 
drivers, not on the road itself.

I’ve driven the empty road many 
times at night and it’s done me abso-
lutely no harm at all.

I was driving behind an Audi at 
10am today in wet conditions and very 
poor visibility. The driver continually 
drifted across the double white lines 
in an effort to get past slow-moving 
traffic and eventually made his move, 
crossing the lines at great speed and 
overtaking several vehicles at once.

I don’t see the point of speed limits 
and more double white lines as they 
are all too often ignored.

What we need are cameras to catch 
the inconsiderate idiots who think 
they are good drivers but in fact are 
not. People who deliberately put the 
lives of others at risk simply to over-
come their own impatience should be 
banned from the road forever.

Maurice Wilkins,
Laurel Road, Oban

What happened to 
pledge of police unit?
Sir,
Should the A82 be closed with a major 
accident at Onich, drivers travelling 
north would need to divert back to 
Crianlarich, then through Killin and 
Pitlochry to Spean Bridge.

When the new police station at the 
Blar was proposed one of the ad-

vantages was that there would be an 
accident investigations unit.

Kath Small,
Old Post Offi ce, Ballachulish.

Corran Ferry is a vital 
lifeline service
Sir,
Is it not time the Highland Council 
stopped fantasising about the urgent 
situation at Corran Ferry?

To suggest a bridge or the adap-
tation of naval vessels seems to me 
totally absurd in the present financial 
situation.

What is required immediately is a 
new, purpose-built boat, probably 
costing little more than a lengthy 
survey for a bridge or adapting naval 
boats.

Surely there is a British shipyard 
capable of producing a suitable ferry 
boat. The present Scottish Govern-
ment seems to be completely oblivious 
of this crucial service. It is not merely 
an asset but a vital necessity procur-
ing the livelihoods of so many people 
in the West Highlands.

This could be a lucrative busi-
ness and should be invested in 
immediately.

Morag MacKintosh,
Corran Beag, Nether Lochaber.

Explaining economic 
madness of GERS
Sir,
A nice simple way to understand 
Government Expenditure and Reve-
nue Scotland (GERS).

Imagine the scenario: there’s a 
hard-working, decent, diligent teen-
ager living at home with is parents. 
He takes home £300 per week and 
his dad takes all his wages from him 
and hands back £50 a week, which is 
barely enough to cover his travel to 
work and food. The other £250, his 
dad squanders on stupid vain ideas.

All this means that the family are 
up to their eyeballs in debt and strug-
gling to buy basic goods, as dad sits 
at night drinking Ardbeg single malt 
whisky and eating takeaways.

One day the son approaches the dad 
and says: ‘Dad, I think I’m going to 
move out and get my own place. I’ve 
held down my job for a while now and 
feel the time is right to go out into the 
world, find myself and enjoy my own 
independence and freedom.’

His dad replies: ‘You’ve got to be 
kidding me, son! You barely have 
enough money to get yourself to 
work. You obviously aren’t smart 
enough to make a go of things on 
your own. Just look at the weekly 
budget. You struggle by, whereas 
I can afford to eat and drink like a 
king. For your own good this family 
is better sticking together.’

Ladies and gentlemen, the GERS 
figures.

John MacFadyen,
Oban.

The movement of an extra wide 
load through Oban last Wednesday, 
which caused damage to railings 
on the pedestrian island at Argyll 
Square, caused comment.
Finlay MacDougall complained: 
‘Once again, highlights the poor plan-
ning of Argyll Square. Not to mention 
the joke that is George St, with three 
sets of lights plus various tra�  c islands. 
Zero tra�  c � ow and idiots jumping in 
front of cars!’
Nicola Wilson asked: ‘Why didn’t they 
take it around the other side...against 
the tra�  c...like they did on Espla-
nade??? Bet it’s our council tax that’ll 
foot the repair bill to.’
James Mccahey wrote: ‘Road system’s 
a joke; need a bypass.’
Mark Stuart said: ‘Might this be a call 
for an Oban by-pass?’
William Burgess o� ered: ‘It clearly 

states in the Highway Code about le-
gally sized vehicles and loads allowed 
on the road. 
‘The planning team should read this 
before planning the square.

A call for live-streaming of Argyll 
and Bute Council meetings online 
garnered plenty of support.
Colin Martin posted: ‘It’s interesting 
that the equipment is already in place 
because the Provost told me in an 
e-mail the other day, “I was being 
continually pestered to sign a petition 
which I felt had not been properly eval-
uated economically.” If the equipment 
is there what justi� cation does he have 
in not turning it on!’
Steve Letford agreed: ‘What possible 
valid objection could anyone have 
to this? Anything that informs and 
engages the electorate surely leads to 
us making better decisions at council 
elections and consequentially getting 
councillors who are better for us and 
Argyll and Bute - and by golly we could 
do with that considering some of the 
representatives we have just now.’

AIR AN T-SEACHDAIN SEO CHAIDH thug mi tar-
raing air an fheum air eòlas a thoirt dha dràibhearan air 
mòr-rathaidean agus rathaidean singilte dùthchail agus tha 
mi leantainn le cuspair eile a shaoileas mi a tha deatamach 
ann an sàbhailteachd siubhail na dùthcha. ‘S e sin siubhal 
air dà chuibheall, air rothairean agus rothairean-einnsein! 
Chan eil duine a shiùbhlas a’ Ghàidhealtachd, tro mhìosan 
an t-samhraidh gu h-àraid, nach eil mothachail air na bheil 
de mhotair-baidhsagalan air na rathaidean, agus glè thric iad 
nan treudan de suas ri fichead neo còrr.

A rèir coltais tha leithid sin de bhuidhnean aig amannan 
a’ cur cuairt air caob mhòr de dh’Alba ann an latha agus 
tha na rathaidean lùbach, cas nas tarraingiche dhaibh 
na feadhainn  fharsaing chòmhnard. Chan eil e doirbh a 
thuigsinn carson a tha pòsadh de rathaidean cumhang agus 
astar a’ cruthachadh shuidheachaidhean cunnartach, agus 
tha sin gu sònraichte fìor far am bheil mòran de luchd nam 
motair-baidhsagal a’ feuchainn ri cumail suas ri chèile agus 
a’ dol seachad air carbadan nas slaodaiche far nach eil sin idir 
iomchaidh. Tha bhuil ann agus tubaistean a’ tachairt tric, cuid 
aca sin fìor dhona is feadhainn a’ call am beatha.

‘S e rud a tha annasach mun t-suidheachadh gum bheil a’ 
mhòr-chuid de luchd nam motair-baidhsagal sin seachad air 
meadhain-aois, nas fhaisge air seasgad seach trichead!  Nach 
saoileamaid mar sin gum biodh barrachd tùir aca air an 
rathad, ach tha aon mhathas co-dhiù gum bheil iad air ìre de 
thrèanadh fhaotainn agus gum b’ fheudar dhaibh deuchainn 
a bhuannachadh airson cead- dràibhidh fhaotainn air an 
inneal a tha fon cuid smachd. Tha lagh cuideachd a’ dèanamh 
cinnteach gum bheil motair-baidhsagalan air an cumail ann 
an deagh staid shàbhailteachd le àrachas iomchaidh orra gus 
dìon a thoirt dhan mhòr-shluagh. Chan ionann sin idir agus 
na rothairean a tha cuideachd cho lìonmhor air na rathaid-
ean agus na sràidean. Dh’fhaodte a ràdh gum bheil an suid-

heachadh leotha-san nas miosa buileach leis nach eil smachd 
cunbhalach air oideachadh luchd-cleachdaidh, sean neo òg, 
agus chan eil deuchainn ann gus comasan luchd-cleachdaidh 
a dhearbhadh mun tèid iad air an rathad.  Leis nach fheum 
iad àrachas de sheòrsa sam bith a bharrachd, tha iad nan 
cunnart dhaibh fhèin agus dhan mhòr-shluagh! Thug an 
tubaist dhuilich ann an Lunnainn bho chionn ghoirid far an 
deach boireannach òg a marbhadh nuair a bhuail baidhsagal 
innte ìre a’ chunnairt seo gu aire às ùr. Saoil nach eil feum air 
trèanadh oifigeil rothaireachd agus deuchainn comais, agus 
fiù ‘s àrachas gus daoine a dhìon?

HIGHLAND motorists are well accustomed to groups of 
motorcycles burning up our roads during the summer in par-
ticular, and sadly too many accidents occur. It has to be said, 
however, that motorcyclists have to pass a proficiency test and 
their machines must be maintained and insured against at 
least third-party risks.

Pedal cyclists are subject to no regulation, or even a mini-
mum age threshold for their being on the road.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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MAKE YOUR HOME 
MORE COMFORTABLE 

THIS WINTER
If your old storage heaters are ready for 

replacement or it’s time for a living room revamp 
that won’t break the bank, please join our experts 

to talk about your electric heating options. 

12th September
9.30am – 5pm

Kilmallie Community 
Centre,Station Road, 
Corpach, Fort William 

PH33 7JH

For further information contact us on:  
Tel: 0800 028 6122         email: pre-sales@dimplex.co.uk 

The Corran Halls, 
54 The Esplanade, 

Oban 
PA34 5AB

13th September
9.30am – 5pmThe house is far 

more comfortable, 
even in the coldest 
days of winter”

Quantum is the world’s most 
advanced off-peak heater and 
the perfect replacement for an 
old, outdated storage heater - it 
uses low-cost, off-peak energy 
to make it the most economical 
off-peak electric heating system 
on the market today. Intelligently 
adapting to match climatic 
conditions and your lifestyle, 
delivering heat only when it is 
needed, 24 hours a day, it can be 
installed as a standalone heater 
or part of a system.

AdvertorialRegain control of 
your electric heating

www.dimplex.co.uk/quantum
See the Quantum for yourself  

We are in Kilmallie Community Centre, FORT WILLIAM 12th Sept & Corran Halls, OBAN 13th Sept 
Go to www.dimplex.co.uk/town-near-you for further information

We are 

coming to 

the area 

soon

Amy Ahmed-Dolphin said: “The 
results were instantaneous. From 
the very first time we turned the 
Dimplex heaters on, we could see 
the benefits they delivered. We 
have greater control, we’re no 
longer relying on supplementary 
heaters in the evening and the 
house is far more comfortable, 
even in the coldest days of winter. 
And that’s without even calculat-
ing the cost savings of course.”

“At the point we upgraded 
the heating system, we were 
paying an average direct debit 
of £119 per month to the energy 
company. Now, we’ve dropped to 
an average of less than £73 per 
month.”

Dimplex Quantum, is up to 27% 
cheaper to run than a standard 
storage heater system and up to 
47% cheaper to run than an elec-
tric convector or radiator system 
- all because of its efficient use of 
low-cost, off-peak energy. 

By partially upgrading a system of manual electric storage heaters to Dimplex Quantum heaters is all it took for homeowner 
Amy Ahmed-Dolphin to cut her heating bills by more than £500 per year – and improve comfort and controllability too.

NHS HIGHLAND has 
confirmed the replacement 
for the Belford Hospital will 
continue to be a rural general 
hospital, with construction 
due to start in the next four 
years.

Funding for the new hos-
pital was included in NHS 
Highland’s five-year capital 
plan published in March 2017 
and will be part of a wider 
re-design of health and social 
care services in Lochaber.

In October 2015 Highland 
Council bought land in Fort 
William at Blar Mhor from 
Tesco for £2 million and made 
it available for a new hospital.

Dr Brian Tregaskis, clinical 
lead for the Belford Hospital, 
said: ‘I am pleased work to 
progress the new hospital 
is under way. There will be 
in-patient beds, 24/7 medical 
and nursing cover, accident 
and emergency, operating 
theatre, surgery, outpatients, 
renal and maternity services.

‘We are exploring a range 
of options to provide care 
both in the hospital and in the 
community.’

Working in collaboration 
with NHS Highland, High-
lands and Islands Enterprise, 
West Highland College UHI 
and the Scottish Government, 
the Highland Council helped 
secured the Blar Mhor site for 
a new hospital and potentially 
a new science academy for the 
West Highland College.

Dr Tregaskis continued: 
‘In common with other rural 
general hospitals there have 
been increasing difficulties 
to recruit surgeons, anaesthe-
tists and physicians and this is 
not set to improve.  Therefore 
we will have to be innovative 
and will explore all options to 
design and deliver solutions 
that will work for Lochaber.’

Smelter fi rm reveals £170m 
Laggan wind farm plan

Hospital 
replacement 
timetable 
confi rmed

PLANS for a £170 million wind 
farm on land at Glenshero, near 
Laggan, have been announced 
by GFG Alliance, the owner of 
the aluminium smelter at Fort 
William.

GFG Alliance this week 
announced the wind farm, to 
be developed by its subsidiary 
SIMEC Energy, will have up to 
54 turbines.

SIMEC says the development 
of renewable energy across its 
estate lands will contribute valu-
able low-cost, low-carbon power 
for industrial schemes such as 
the smelter and the planned 
Fort William alloy wheels fac-
tory, as well as its steel mills in 
Lanarkshire.

Now that the GFG Strategy 
board has given the green light 
to the investment needed for 
the wind farm, the next step will 
be consultation with the local 
community and stakeholders, 
culminating in a planning appli-
cation next year.

GFG says it wants to bring the 
local community into the wind 
project with opportunities for 
shared-ownership and cheaper 
energy costs for residents.

In addition to the wind energy 
project, GFG has already un-
veiled a broad spectrum of ideas 
for the use of the surrounding 
estate lands. A London-head-
quartered international group 
of businesses, GFG bought 
the smelter from Rio Tinto 
Aluminium last year, along with 
the accompanying 114,000 acres 
of some of the most beautiful 
landscape in Scotland.

East Lochaber and Laggan 
Community Trust (ELLCT) has 

been trying to buy the land for 
the community and last month 
the Lochaber Times reported 
that the community buy-out 
option was still apparently on 
the table.

Asked if there were any fur-
ther developments as far as the 
community buy-out proposal 
was concerned, a company 
spokesman said: ‘That all forms 
part of the same overall dis-
cussion we’re having and will 
be having with community and 
other stakeholders about the 
land so that should unfold over 
the coming months.’

GFG now intends discussing 
its proposals with community 
groups and local stakeholders. 

These include a major en-
hancement of the existing hydro 
power stations and examining 
scope for several further small-
scale hydro plants around Loch-
aber and Kinlochleven.

Jay Hambro, chief investment 

officer for the GFG Alliance 
and chief executive of SIMEC 
Energy, says Glenshero is a 
unique project for the company.

‘It would be built in an envi-
ronment of zero subsidies, using 
steel rolled and finished in Scot-
land and then generate clean 
energy to support the Scottish 
metals industry,’ he said. ‘It is 
also an exciting opportunity 
for us to work with the local 
community and encourage their 
investment alongside our own. 
This is truly a win-win project 
for all parties.’

Duncan Mackison, newly-ap-
pointed chief executive of JA-
HAMA Highland Estates, the 
GFG division which manages 
and develops the estate lands, 
said: ‘We will engage with local 
stakeholders to bring in those 
interested in investment in the 
wind project and make sure the 
local area shares the potential 
benefit of the energy generation.’ 

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

A recent photo shows Sanjeev Gupta, executive chairman GFG, 
with Paul Wheelhouse MSP above the Lochaber smelter. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

All smiles at North Connel

Despite the year’s challenging weather, the number of entries for the North Connel and District 
Horticultural Show were similar to previous years. There were some admirably large vegetables 

as well as fantastic entries from these younger prize-winners. For full report and results, see next 
week’s Oban Times.
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Fiona Richmond, Head of Regional Food, said: 
‘Using the daily themes as inspiration, we are 
searching the archives for historical recipes and 
asking chefs to provide us with recipes that offer 
their own modern take on a theme. We will be 
sharing these recipes, old and new, with the 
public, alongside other fascinating and delicious 

It’s been a successful year for 
all things Glen Scotia in 2017  
with the distillery proud to be 
voted the “Best Campbeltown 
Distillery 2017” at the Berlin Internatonal 
Spirits Awards in March. In addition 
to picking up new awards attendance 
records were broken for the Glen Scotia 
Open Day at this year’s Campbeltown 
Whisky Festival when the distillery 
held its first “Opening Night” dinner in 
the Ardshiel Hotel with special guest 
Charles Maclean.
As Glen Scotia continues to grow 
support around the world, with new 
international markets reached monthly,  
the range also continues to grow with 
the launch of two new aged expressions, 
18 and 25 year old.
Glen Scotia has continued to support 
local events by sponsoring the 
Campbeltown Marathon, Highland 
Games, Carradale Golf Tournament, 
Argyll Bowling Club Glen Scotia Shield  
as well as hosting the exhibition “The 
Road to Drumleman” about mining in 
the area in the refurbished kiln house at 
the distillery.
Iain McAlister, our distillery manager, was 

a guest of honour at a celebration lunch 
attended by HRH Duke of Edinburgh 
for the St Naziare Raid involving HMS 
Campbeltown during the WW 2. We 
created special labels for our Double 
Cask to mark the occasion with bottles 
available to purchase by the attendees.
Iain McAlsiter distillery manager said 
“We are pleased to support local events 
as well developing the Glen Scotia 
brand around the world and we were all 
very proud to win “Best Campbeltown 
Distillery 2017”, a testament to the hard 
work and dedication of the whole team 
at the distillery”

Glen Scotia Distillery Tours
Campbeltown

We offer a superb range of tours from our standard tour to an 
exclusive manager’s tour and tasting.

Alternatively, visit our “Victorian” styled shop and browse our range of Glen 
Scotia Heritage Collection clothing and gift range.

 PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION:
TEL: +44 (0)1586 552288

GLENSCOTIASHOP@LOCHLOMONDGROUP.COM

www.glenscotia.com         @glenscotiamalts         /glenscotiawhisky

PATIENCE ISN’T A VIRTUE IT’S AN INGREDIENT.
TIME HONOURED

www.glenscotia.com         @glenscotiamalts         /glenscotiawhiskywww.glenscotia.com         @glenscotiamalts         /glenscotiawhisky

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

More than just beautiful Seafood

  Overlooking the harbour 
Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

hints, tips and facts about Scottish food and 
drink.  
‘All the while, we’ll asking people to make use 
of these ideas to change ‘#onethingfortnight’ 
about the way in which they interact with 
Scottish produce. For example, an office worker 
may switch to Scotch Beef or Scottish Salmon 

in their daily sandwich; families may seek 
out Scottish labels on food and drink at the 
supermarket or visit their local butcher or baker 
– the possibilities are endless.
‘Just one change can make a huge difference.’ 
Scottish Food and Drink Fortnight 2017 officially 
launched at the start of September.

Public urged to 
support Scottish 
Food and Drink 
Fortnight 
this month

Scottish Food and Drink 
Fortnight is a nationwide event 
which supports and promotes 
Scotland’s produce and the 
people who grow, make, cook 
and sell it. Once again, the 
fortnight is encouraging the 
great Scottish public to take 
part by changing just one 
thing (#onethingfortnight) 
about how much Scottish food 
and drink they buy and eat.
This year’s celebration will 
take place between Saturday 
September 2 and Sunday  

September 17 inclusive, and 
we would love everyone 
across Scotland, of all ages, to 
join in to champion Scotland’s 
delicious larder and change 
one thing (#onethingfortnight) 
for 2017.
Tying in with the Year 
of History, Heritage and 
Archaeology, Scottish Food 
and Drink Fortnight is profiling 
the following daily food 
themes and asking everyone, 
to simply change one thing 
(#onethingfortnight):

Sat 2nd Sept Picnic Sun 10th Sept Weekend lunch
Sun 3rd Sept Afternoon tea Mon 11th Sept Coffee break
Mon 4th Sept Office meeting Tues 12th Sept Breakfast
Tues 5th Sept Packed lunch Wed 13th Sept Family meal
Wed 6th Sept TV dinner Thurs 14th Sept Street food
Thurs 7th Sept Sport snack Fri 15th Sept BBQ
Fri 8th Sept Children’s party Sat 16th Sept Fine dining
Sat 9th Sept Drinks party Sun 17th Sept Brunch
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Ardanaiseig
Top romantic hotel saves the best for winter

AP Taylor
AP Taylor is a family-run business 
that o� ers a friendly, informal and 
� rst class service. In partnership 
with Cameron Ross Highland 
wear we have the out� t for all your 
celebrations in adult and kids’ sizes.

Funky 
Chicken
Funky Chicken o� ers magical kids’ 
entertainment for parties, weddings 
and festivals to delight children and 
adults alike!

Autumn
B R I D E
Guide

Ardlamont House
Located in the Argyll countryside and close to 
Tighnabruaich village on the west coast of Scotland. 
Stunning views, beautiful wildlife.Scotland’s most romantic hotel 

is warming up winter with cosy 
weekend packages.
Ardanaiseig is o� ering the 
opportunity to escape to some of the 
UK’s most spectacular scenery and 
enjoy living as a Highland clan chief 
in one of its � nest rooms overlooking 
Loch Awe in Argyll.

� e package is aimed at guests eager 
to share romance, families looking 
to relax together, and city and town 
dwellers wishing to swap hectic 
lifestyles for a few days of luxurious 
rural living.

� e package includes accommodation 
in a Master Loch or Master Garden 
View Suite, breakfast, a hearty three-
course dinner, and afternoon tea in 
its sumptuous drawing room which 
gazes out on Scotland’s third largest 
freshwater loch and the hotel’s 
private island.

Guests can unwind with a dram of 
malt whisky or glass of port in front of 
a roaring log � re after a stroll around 

the loch or a ‘wellies’ (provided by 
the hotel) ramble through the 120-
acre woodland estate which features 
streams, waterfalls and a secret 
walled garden. 

Ardanaiseig, a 20-minute drive from 
the main road between Glasgow and 
Oban (gateway to the Hebridean 
islands), is a listed Grade 2 building 
which showcases oil paintings and 
quirky antique furnishings. It was 
named by the editors of the 2017 
edition of the UK Good Hotel Guide 
as Scotland’s best romantic and 
country house hotel. 

� e inclusive Winter Warmer 
package, priced at £295 per room per 
night, is available between � ursdays 
and Mondays  from October 5 to 
March 5 2018. Children aged 2-12  
years sharing their parents’ room pay 
half rate.

For  more information or to make a 
reservation call 01866-833333, email 
hello@ardanaiseig.com or see www.
ardanaiseig.com.

On the beautiful west coast of 
Scotland, couples are spoiled for 
choice when it comes to fabulous 
autumn wedding venues. Each year, 
more than 1,000 lucky couples choose 
the west coast for their special day, 
and since there are no residential 
quali� cations for getting married in 
Scotland, it is a popular wedding 
destination for people from all over 
the world.

According to Provost of Argyll 
and Bute Councillor Len 

Scoullar anyone choosing to 
have their wedding here is 

assured of the warmest of 
welcomes. ‘Whether you 

already stay in the area 

or are thinking about coming here for 
your big day, you can rest assured that 
you will � nd the ideal location for your 
ceremony’, he said. ‘We have romantic 
old castles, breathtaking mountains, 
beautiful lochs, thousands of miles 
of stunning coastline, sunny sandy 
beaches, and much more.’

Couples can opt for a religious or civil 
ceremony that is conducted by an 
authorised or assistant registrar. Either 
way, you will need to complete the 
necessary paperwork (Marriage Notice 
M10 forms) which can be obtained at 
any registrar’s o�  ce or downloaded from 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. � e forms 
should be submitted to the registrar in 
the district you are getting married no 

later than 29 days before the proposed 
wedding date. � e sooner you book 
the more likely  you will be able to 
get your preferred date, a provisional 
booking can be made with the 
required paperwok submitted later, it 
is advisable to  get your forms in six 
to eight weeks prior to your wedding. 
For non-British citizens, there may 
be additional paperwork, so they 
should start the process even earlier. 

‘� e couples who entrust us with 
their special occasions always remark 
on how warm, friendly and helpful 
our registrars are’, Councillor 
Scoullar said. ‘� eir dedication and 
commitment, combined with the 
plethora of perfect locations available, 
makes for a truly memorable day. 
Argyll and Bute really can o� er it 
all – come and visit us, and see for 
yourself.’

Many venues, whether a hotel, 
castle or garden, usually o� er total 
wedding packages, so can be an 
excellent choice for couples who 
prefer to have all the details taken 
care of by a knowledgeable and 
professional sta� . In addition, 
there are many experienced � orists, 
jewellers, out� tters and caterers 
in the area that can take care of 
everything you need. In addition, 
ceremonies can take place at any 
registrar’s o�  ce. 

Engaged couples can � nd out more 
on Argyll and Bute Council’s website 
at argyll-bute.gov.uk, or contact 
the register directly at registrars@
argyll-bute.gov.uk. Check out their 
online Civil Ceremonies guide, 
which is packed with information, 
venues and ideas for the perfect 
wedding day. 



OHS Pipe Band 
celebrate year 
with victory 
parade

Oban High School’s 
all-conquering pipe 
band marched along 
George Street to Station 
Square last week to 
celebrate their amazing 
year.

The band won a trio 
of trophies at the Cowal 
Highland Gathering to 
top off a terrific year.

They were crowned 
the novice juvenile 

drumming champions 
in group A and were 
victorious in the piping 
in groups A and B.

‘It’s been a very good 
season,’ said Nan 
Johnstone, of OHS Pipe 
Band. ‘We have achieved 
much higher positions 
than we anticipated at 
the start of the year. We 
are hoping to maintain 
that next season.’

The bands are now 
preparing to play for 500 
continuous minutes in 
an effort to raise money, 
which would allow them 
to take two teams to the 
UK Championships.

Members of the band 
will take turns playing 
from 9am until 5.30am 
on September Saturday 
9 at the performance 
area on Stafford Street.
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Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Norman 
MacLean
Regrettably, I never met 
Norman MacLean (who 
passed away last Thursday, 
aged 80 years) but his hu-
mour, musicality, and elo-
quence inspired me greatly 
and it was, therefore, with 
an enormous sense of 
sadness that I heard of his 
passing.

His stage-presence was 
legendary and for years I 
have heard my father rave 
about his performances 
in Fort William before my 
time.

He was born in Glasgow, 
won the Gold Medal at the 
Glasgow Mòd in 1967, and 
was a former writer of the 
Glasgow Letter.

I have often planned to 
look into The Oban Times 
archives in order to research 
Letters from years gone by. 

I now intend to do so in the 
coming weeks and hope to 
include some of my findings 
in my column.

I can only imagine what 
the Glasgow Letter must 
have been like whilst it was 
under the authorship of a 
man of Norman MacLean’s 
wit and erudition. 

For just now, all I can say is 
that (for all his widespread 
fame and popularity) my 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to those closest to him who 
loved him best.

Lewis and Harris 
Association 
Ceilidh
The Lewis and Harris have a 
great line-up for their open-
ing ceilidh of the 2017/2018 
season. 

Josie Burgess, Eilidh 
Jenkins, Kenneth Thomson, 
Calum Angus MacDonald, 

and Rory MacDiarmid (on 
the accordion) will all enter-
tain the audience. Details of 
the evening, as well as other 
events next weekend, are 
included in the What’s On 
section below.

Blas mark 
Kenna’s 80th
This coming Saturday Sep-
tember 9 looks to be a great 
night up in Dunvegan as the 
Blas festival helps Dr Kenna 
Campbell MBE mark her 
80th birthday.

As I wrote in this column 
earlier in the summer, when 
she received her MBE 
in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List, Kenna is an 
extraordinary ambassador 
for Gaelic language, music, 
and culture, and for many 
years has been a tremendous 
help to young Gaelic singers 
down here in Glasgow.

Only last week, I was round 
at Kenna’s getting help with 
some songs for my own run 
of Blas concerts this week. 

As well as imparting 
lots of her immeasurable 
knowledge, she made me a 
cracking mug of soup and 
sent me away with a jar of 
manuka honey which is good 
for the singing voice!

Taking to the stage with 
Kenna will be Seumas 
Campbell, Mary Ann 
Kennedy, Wilma Kennedy, 
Eubha Fraser, Rachel Walk-
er, Darren Maclean, Finlay 
Wells, Lorne MacDougall, 
and Euan Burton.

What’s On
Monday September 11: 
Iain Powrie Tribute Band 
at Glasgow Accordion and 
Fiddle Club at 7pm in Scot-
stounhill Bowling Club.
Friday September 15: Open-
ing Clydebank Ceilidh of the 

season in the Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick at 7.30pm.
Friday September 15: 
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
ceilidh in the Crawford Hall, 
Beith Street, at 7.30pm.
Saturday September 16: 
Glasgow Skye Association 
Opening Concert in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 
at 7.30pm.

Pub Scene
Islay Inn.
Friday September 8: Deep 
River
Saturday September 9: Twist 
of Fate
Sunday September 10: 
Calum MacPhail Duo

Park Bar.
Friday September 8: Gunna 
Sound
Saturday September 9: 
Dodgy Ground
Sunday September 10: Beinn 
Lee Ceilidh Band
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 7 September – 
Thursday 14 September 2017

DIARDAOIN 07 SULTAIN
THURSDAY 07 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – Ceòl 
bho Perthshire Amber with acclaimed singer 
Benny Gallagher (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00 Turas Tony – Rèis Beinn Neibhis – 
Tony Kearney swaps the comfort of a television 
studio for a physical and emotional challenge 

(rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan - 
Skippinish (rpt)
22.30 Tuiteam an Teaghlach Romanov 
– The story of the assassination of Nicholas 
Romanov and his family (rpt)
23.25 Togaidh Sinn Fonn – A selection of 
Scotland’s best musicians and singers 
23.50 Dhan Uisge – Wild swimming with 
Calum Maclean (rpt)

DIHAOINE 08 SULTAIN
FRIDAY 08 SEPTEMBER
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35 Machair – Gaelic soap based on the 
Isle of Lewis (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Pro 14 Live Rugby – Edinburgh v 
Dragons
21.30 Stoidhle – Sandra Murray explores 
how people create their own individual style 
(rpt)
22.00    Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.00 ÙR | NEW: An Klondike – Dominion 

Creek – Drama, S2 Ep4/4 
23.50 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 09 SULTAIN
SATURDAY 09 SEPTEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17.30 Machair – Gaelic soap based on the 
Isle of Lewis (rpt)
17.55    Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
18.00 Scottish Premiership – Hearts v 
Aberdeen
20.00    Craic – women’s panel discussion (rpt)
20.30 Mnathan-glùine – Highland 
Midwives (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Tatù Rìoghail Dhùn 
Èideann 2017 – Best moments from the 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo
22.35 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Rachel Sermanni (rpt)
23.00 Scottish Premiership – Hearts v 
Aberdeen (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 10 SULTAIN 

UNDAY 10 SEPTEMBER
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30  Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00  Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – The story of 
renovation of the Lews Castle in Stornoway 
(rpt)
20.30     Gaisgich na Stoirme – Donnie 
Mackay braves our stormy weather (rpt)
21.00     A gu U: An do Bhlais thu? – A choice 
of menu dishes from the BBC archive Ep2/2 
(rpt)
22.00     Dha Gordon a-mhàin – Life and 
music of piper Gordon Duncan (rpt)
23.00 An Klondike – Dominion Creek - 
Drama, S2 Ep4/4 (rpt)
23.50  Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

DILUAIN 11 SULTAIN
ONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.00 Sruth gu Sàl – series looking at the 
waterways of Scotland (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History Shorts 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Fionnlagh – An a� ectionate and 
candid portrait of Finlay J Macdonald (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – A’ Ceannsachadh Cior-
ram – How Scotland’s disabled community are 
accessing the country’s wilderness (rpt)
22.00 Bannan S3, Ep5 (rpt)
22.35 The Northern Lights – Servicing 
lighthouses in Scotland in 1969 (rpt)
23.30 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
23.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 12 SULTAIN
TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Mnathan-Glùine – Highland 
Midwives (rpt)
21.00     Sàr-sgeòil: The Lewis Trilogy – The 
locations in Peter May’s Lewis Trilogy (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh – A’ Ceannsachadh Cior-
ram – How Scotland’s disabled community are 
accessing the country’s wilderness (rpt)
23.00 Craic – Women’s discussion panel 
(rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 13 SULTAIN
WEDNESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Sruth gu Sàl (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History shorts 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – The story of 
renovation of the Lews Castle in Stornoway 
(rpt)
21.00 Bothan nam Beann – Bothy Life (rpt)

22.00 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
22.20 Bannan (rpt)
22.55 Turas Tony – Rèis Beinn Neibhis 
– Tony Kearney swaps the comfort of a 
television studio for a physical and emotional 
challenge (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 14 SULTAIN
THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00 Balach nam Bàgh – The remarkable 
story of John D Urquhart (rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Martin Stephenson & the Daintees (rpt)
22.40 Losgadh air a’ Phàp – The attempted 
assassination of Pope John Paul II (rpt) 
23.35 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt) 
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Gaelic Drama 
Trail stops by 
Oban High
As the Blas Festival of 
Highland culture gets 
into full swing, four 
aspiring young Gaelic 
actors on a Gaelic 
Drama Trail are this 
week visiting Oban 
High School.

The project called 
called Dràma air 
Chuairt, run by Fèi-
sean nan Gàidheal, 
evolved from its suc-
cessful Ceilidh Trail, 
but this time replaces 
musicians with actors.

The four young ac-
tors who successfully 
auditioned for the 
project, Norman Ma-
cleod, Josie Campbell, 
Amina Davidson and 
David Mackenzie, 
will learn drama skills 
before performing a 
play in front of large 
audiences on a tour 
of the Highlands and 
Argyll.

This week, as part 

of their preparation, 
they are learning and 
passing on acting 
skills in front of school 
children, in workshops 
in Dingwall Academy, 
Portree High School 
and Oban High 
School.

The troupe will then 
tour a newly-written 
play by Catriona Lexy, 
called Clach na Nath-
rach (The Adder’s 
Stone) as part of this 
month’s Blas festival 
which features around 
40 concerts as well 
as performances in 
Highland and Island 
schools and care 
homes.

Their performance 
of The Adder’s Stone 
takes place at the Glen 
Mhòr Hotel, Inverness 
on Saturday Septem-
ber 9 at 1pm.

Clach na Nathrach 
has been described as 

‘light-hearted, funny 
and supernatural’. The 
story explores the life 
of Coinneach, a boy 
who has always be-
lieved that he should 
have the second sight, 
but it never comes to 
him.

He then goes to 
gain success from the 
adder’s stone and ends 
up with great power.

However, this power 
lands Coinneach in 
great trouble, and 
leaves him with the 
hard choice of picking 
between his new pow-
ers or love life.

For more informa-
tion about Dràma air 
Chuairt visit feisean.
org/dac and for in-
formation about the 
public performances 
visit blas-festival.com 
or phone Calum Alex 
Macmillan on 01463 
225559.

SPECIAL LUXURY ISSUE
OUT NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

324324PAGES324CELEBRATING THE FINEST
THAT SCOTLAND HAS TO 
OFFER

THE NORTH COAST 500 PHENOMENON 
GLORIOUS 12TH AT GLENEAGLES 

ALEX SALMOND – AGENT PROVOCATEUR 
TRAVEL SCOTLAND IN STYLE  

OBJECTS OF DESIRE  TOP TIPS FROM ELITE 
INTERIOR DESIGNERS

THE TARBERT HOTEL
Friday PM

THE CAMANS

Sat afternoon
THE SKUNNERED

Sat PM
DR HIP & THE BLUES

OPERATION

COFFEE MORNING
TEMPLARS HALL

SATURDAY
10AM-12noon

ISLAY FRIGATE HOTEL
Friday night

THE DEMOCRATS
THE KEELIES

CHERRY VALENTINE

Sat Afternoon
THE DEMOCRATS

Sat PM
THE KEELIES

CHERRY VALENTINE

THE CORNER HOUSE
Friday 9PM TILL 12.30

Saturday 2PM TILL 12.30

SHENANIGANS
DONE ‘N’ DUSTED

ANCHOR HOTEL
Friday 9pm till late

Saturday 9pm till late
TWO BOB ROCKET

TARBERT
MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017

15th - 17th SEPTEMBER

On the Quay Sunday 2pm till 6pm
With licensed bar & raffle for festival funds

HÒ-RÒ
HERON VALLEY
TREBLE TROUBLE

Sunday - Food available on The Quay
Sunday night survivors night - check local pubs for what’s on after 6pm

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD
If you would like 

to advertise in 
the Oban Times 

Community 
Noticeboard please 
call 01631 568000

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID 

CHRISTMAS 
FAYRE
SATURDAY 

18TH NOVEMBER 
CORRAN HALLS 11-3PM

TABLES £25 (CHARITY £18)
Booking forms from:

jean.sutherland1
@tiscali.co.uk

or 01631 566406

Green Shoots Pick 
Your Own Day

Glencruitten Woodland, 
Oban, PA344NB

Saturday 9th September 
11am - 3pm

Vegetables, fruit and 
refreshments

Garden Activities
Free event (donations 

welcomes towards produce)
Contact Catriona Petit for more 

information 07775995650

Scottish Country Dancing
Fun Fitness Friendship

TASTER CLASS
(free)

Mon 11th Sept
Church of Scotland Centre, 

Oban. 8pm-9:15pm
Men, women, teenagers all 

welcome
Contact Sue 563103

or Joan 770254
RSCDS Lorn (Argyll) Branch

Charity SC025326

North Argyll Die 
Cast Model Show 

& Arts and Crafts Sale
in  The Victory Hall, Benderloch

Saturday 9th September 10am-5pm
Sunday 10th September 10am-4pm

Adults £2.00
Children & Concessions £1.00

Proceeds in aid of Mary’s Meals
Feeding the World’s Poorest Children

Charity No. SC022140

SVTEC Farming Yesteryear
and Vintage Rally

Sunday 10th
September, 2017

at Scone Parklands, 
PERTH

Gates open at 8.00am
Adults £12, Concessionaries

and Children £7
Scottish Reg Charity No 

SC040667
www.svtec.org
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

U
1

H
2

G
3

D
4

O
5

D
6

I
7

N J U R Y I
8

N V E R T

P S M N A Y

F
9

L A K N
10

U G A T O R Y

U A O I O

A
11

G O N
12

I S E L
13

O T T O

E T H
14

N

K
15

N
16

O W N E
17

Y E S O R
18

E

O S Z
19

M E

E
20

V I C T I O N W
21

A D E

I A P O I U

A
22

C T S U P D
23

E T E C T

E T Y Y H E

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Wished (4)

3 Fearful (8)

9 Relating to the lymph glands (7)

10 Get rid of (5)

11 Capable of being ruined (12)

13 Seafood (6)

15 One from East Africa (6)

17 Not able to gain monies from (12)

20 Elaborate display (5)

21 Against the law (7)

22 An example set as a pattern (8)

23 Wheel cover (4)

Down

1 Wave a weapon (8)

2 Grounds (5)

4 Make happen (6)

5 Story based on days gone by (3,5,4)

6 Perform better than another (7)

7 Place in London (4)

8 Having a cowardly outlook (4-8)

12 Support (8)

14 Ring shaped (7)

16 Distant from the shore (6)

18 Loose fitting (5)

19 Tear up (4)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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9 Relating to the lymph glands (7)

10 Get rid of (5)

11 Capable of being ruined (12)

13 Seafood (6)

15 One from East Africa (6)

17 Not able to gain monies from (12)

20 Elaborate display (5)

21 Against the law (7)

22 An example set as a pattern (8)

23 Wheel cover (4)

Down

1 Wave a weapon (8)

2 Grounds (5)

4 Make happen (6)

5 Story based on days gone by (3,5,4)

6 Perform better than another (7)

7 Place in London (4)

8 Having a cowardly outlook (4-8)

12 Support (8)

14 Ring shaped (7)

16 Distant from the shore (6)

18 Loose fitting (5)

19 Tear up (4)

THE OBAN TIMES 
GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 October 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WIN 
 AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT BALLATHIE HOUSE HOTEL 

WITH A FOUR COURSE DINNER AND SCOTTISH BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
On the banks of which river is Ballathie House Hotel situated?

Unwind in the ultimate country house hotel, 4 star 
luxury with an enviable, stunning location on the 
banks of the River Tay, a few miles from the city of 
Perth. After a day spent exploring the spectacular 
surroundings, return to Ballathie to relax before 

dinner in the 2AA rosette award-winning fine dining 
restaurant. Indulge in a seasonal harvest transformed 
into mouth watering dishes by Head Chef, Scott Scorer 
and his brigade, complemented by fine wines, a refined 
ambience and discreet, attentive service.

Prize subject to availability.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves 
the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will 
be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE WITH A BOTTLE OF 

CHAMPAGNE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What was Links House voted in 2017?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish 
Highlands is a country house hotel and restaurant in 
the finest tradition, offering luxury accommodation 
combined with the charm, grace and elegance of the 
world’s finest luxury small hotels. Links House Hotel 
has been beautifully restored to reflect the drama of 

its setting, overlooking the first tee at Royal Dornoch 
Golf Club. With just 14 bedrooms, guests can luxuriate 
in Links House Hotel as if visiting their own country 
house. Voted Scotland’s Style Hotel of the Year in 
2017, Links House is an oasis of calm and perfect for a 
Highland break.

 Prize subject to availability.
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Sweaty Hugs at 
Bookends Festival
Prepare for ‘Sweaty 
Hugs’ at Benderloch’s 
Bookends Festival – a 
new book exploring how 
free fitness is changing 
lives.

Written by first time 
author Kathleen Ander-
son, this book explores 
everything from mental 
health to community 
building, homesickness 
to belonging. ‘It will 
make you laugh, cry 
and inspire you to get 
your trainers on and 
find some free fitness,’ 
writes Kathleen.

The author – a Scot 
and fitness-phobe – first 
came across free fitness 
movements in Boston, 
Massachusetts. With 
humour and insight she 
examines three core 
benefits of engaging in 
free fitness – communi-
ty, culture and mindset 
– while retelling her sto-
ry of finding fitness and 
the difference it made to 
her through funny and 
honest blog exerts.

Kathleen Anderson 
was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland. She has an 

MSc in Corporate 
and Organizational 
Communications from 
Northeastern Uni-
versity, Boston where 
she spent 18   months 
studying. It was during 
that time that fitness 
became a significant 
aspect of her life, 
something she never 
thought would happen 
being fitness-phobic. 
Kath has now taken the 
leap to quit her job and 
write her first book in 
the hope of inspiring 
others.

Sweaty Hugs uses 
the November Project 
movement as a case 
study. November Pro-
ject is grassroots fitness 
movement that is taking 
the US by storm and 
doesn’t show any sign 
of slowing down. In an 
interview that features 
in the book, November 
Project Boston, co-lead-
er Chris Capozzi, says: 
‘Every person you talk 
to that comes here as a 
core member says it has 
changed their lives and 
made their lives better.’

‘This book is for any-
one interested in fitness: 
from first-timers to 
athletes, PE teachers to 
sports scientists, coach-
es to personal fitness 
instructors,’ Kathleen 
said. ‘Whoever you are, 
after reading Sweaty 
Hugs you will feel 

inspired and motivated.’
Meanwhile, the 

festival’s book bins are 
spreading round the 
country, organiser Joy 
Cameron said. The box-
es are a ‘place to swap, 
donate or choose books 
to take away as well as 
pick up a print version 

of the programme for 
Bookends 2017,’ she 
added.

‘The book bin proved 
so popular with Barcal-
dine residents it became 
a permanent feature 
and has sustained read-
ers over last winter into 
spring and through this 

summer.
‘Book bins can now 

be found in Connel, 
Kilmore, Taynuilt – 
another one which has 
been well used all year –
and more are springing 
up in Benderloch and 
beyond. Argyll College 
and Hope Kitchen also 

run Bookends book 
bins for swapping and 
sharing.

‘If you have books you 
wish to donate to this 
year’s bookends leave a 
message on our website 
www.bookends.scot or 
phone Joy Cameron on 
01631 720247.’

Bookends ambassador Sue Greenwood, left, tops up Barcaldine’s 
book bin, as Susan McIntyre arrives for a rake.

Kathleen Anderson, whose new book Sweaty Hugs 
explores how free � tness is changing lives.  

malt OF 
THE month
Turus Mara
Jura Distillery
42 ABV
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
£25

I have started to run 
two of the rooms in 
my home as an Air 
BnB.
I’ve had people 
from all over the 
world who’ve come to stay for a day or two. 
Putting one German couple aside for the 
moment, everyone has taken an interest in 
whisky. 
They want to know four things: what 
distilleries to visit, what each bottle tastes 
like, a wee bit of history of each bottle and 
finally what is the peatiest one. 
They’ve even encouraged me to open most 
of the gantry up to them.
So I decided that I would buy a bottle of a 
blend to stave off my diminishing supplies. 

It has worked well so far. 
That was until my old friend Mr Rodney 
Bennet came to stay. He managed to open 
my Turus Mara  from the Jura distillery and 
polish off a whole quarter of it. 
Mr Bennet has tried on a number of 
occasions to tempt us into drinking Welsh 
whisky. I am very biased about Scottish and 
Japanese whisky, and I couldn’t see past 
them to be kind about it. 
Now back to the German couple, they 
had a fear of whisky. The man wanted to 
try something, but his partner, a beautiful 
and domineering woman, would simply not 
allow it. 
However, after they left I found a wee note 
from Simon to say how much he’d enjoyed 
the stay. He said next time he’d like to try 
some whisky. 
Maybe I’ll keep a touch of that Jura Distillery 
Turus Mara to share with him. 

 Louise Glen 
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MUSIC, food and drink – the 
Best of the West will be on show 
at BOWFest 2017, and with buses 
running from Oban, there’s never 
been a better time to attend Scot-
land’s finest boutique festival. 

On September 8, 9 and 10, 
the grounds of Inveraray Castle 
will welcome lovers of Highland 
culture from all around the world 
for the seventh annual Best of the 
West Festival. If you are going to 
be there, why not check out all the 
other great things Inveraray has to 
offer! 

Inveraray is one of the first 
planned towns and has survived 
remarkably well in its original 
18th-century street plan. It has 
many attractive and architecturally 
important buildings, many of which 
are A-listed.

Nowadays, Inveraray is vi-
brant little town, with cheerful 
white-harled buildings, a sparkling 
waterfront, world class shops 
and cosy cafés. Time your visit 
to Inveraray well, and you could 
hear the changes rung from All 

Saints Bell Tower, which houses 
the second heaviest peal of 10 bells 
in the world (change ringing is the 
technique of rotating each bell 
through 360 degrees using a rope 
and wheel). Or catch the sound of 
the championship Inveraray and 
District Pipe Band, which occa-
sionally rehearses outdoors on the 
waterfront. Nothing stirs the soul 
quite like the sound of bagpipes 
and drums floating over the loch! 

LOCALS and visitors will have noticed all 
the scaffolding around town the past few 
years, and while it doesn’t look very nice 
while it’s up, this important work is giving 
Inveraray a new lease on life.

The Inveraray Project Masterplan is part of 
a wide-ranging programme to regenerate and 
revitalise the historic planned town. 

Included in the programme is the renova-
tion of five landmark buildings, and the 

development of 180 homes, community 
facilities, tourism and hotel provision, 

and business units. 
The plan also makes provision for 
play parks, and for at least 45 of 
the new homes to be affordable 
housing. Land between two 
existing housing developments 

in the west of the town has been 
earmarked in the plan for the  

              homes.

The project, which has been running since 
April 2013 and is due to finish in March 2018, 
provides, among other things, grant funding 
to property owners to assist with the repair of 
historical buildings. 

Five priority buildings in Inveraray are 
being painstakingly restored to their former 
glory as part of the Inveraray Conservation 
Area Regeneration Scheme (CARS). These 
include The Town House, Chamberlain’s 
House, The Old Temperance Hotel, Relief 
Land and Arkland. 

The CARS small grants scheme is aimed 
at local residents and businesses within the 
Inveraray Conservation Area to improve 
the appearance of properties and reduce the 
impact of commercial signs, revealing the 
original frontage and returning the streets-
cape to its historic appearance. 

This funding will help owners perform 
needed repairs to roofing, chimneys, render, 

rainwater goods and windows and doors. 
‘It is really pleasing to see the regeneration 

work in Inveraray, which started in 2013, 
reaching this visible stage,’ said Councillor 
Aileen Morton, the council’s policy lead for 
Sustainable Economic Growth. 

‘The town is looking great and will help our 
ambition of attracting visitors to come to our 
historic town.’ 

The ambitious conservation of the distinc-
tive and important buildings was made possi-
ble by the council’s contribution of £350,000 
and the CARS funding (£970,000) awarded 
by Historic Environment Scotland (HES). 

The total budget, which included contribu-
tions from the owners, Argyll Community 
Housing Association and private sector 
housing grant, is more than £2million.

By improving the visual appearance of 
Inveraray and reinforcing its wonderful 
townscape qualities, as well as its important 

historic character and unique setting, it is 
hoped that the project will act as a catalyst 
for general regeneration of the Royal Burgh.

In addition, the council team has facilitated 
skills and trainings events for local building 
trade businesses and college students, to help 
them secure work through the scheme. 

‘This is testament to the hard work and 
dedication of the owners, the contractors 
John Brown (Strone) and Laing Traditional 
Masonry, and the council’s delivery team,’ 
said Councillor Morton. 

‘We have worked closely with our partners 
and are grateful for their assistance in mak-
ing the essential conservation of some of the 
most important listed buildings in the town 
a reality.’

ON the A83 along Loch Fyne lies the 
striking whitewashed town of Inveraray, built 
by the 3rd Duke of Argyll in the 1700s. Perched on a 
hilltop high above, visible from most directions, is the 
beguiling silhouette of the Dun na Cuaiche watchtower, 
an early clue to the eclectic nature of the Royal Burgh 
of Inveraray.

The town’s biggest attraction is Inveraray Castle, the 
living home of the Duke and Duchess of Argyll, and it is 
one of the most beautiful castles in the west of Scotland. 
It boasts fairytale turrets and a magical setting at the 
heart of the historic Argyll Estates. Used as a location 
for the filming of Downton Abbey, the castle and gar-
dens are open for tours, where visitors can see a huge 
collection of historic weaponry and artefacts related 

to the duchy. Once a year, the castle welcomes lovers 
of Highland culture from all around the world for the 
annual Best of the West Festival. 

Inveraray isn’t just about history. On a stroll down 
its lively streets, you can find everything from crafts 
made by local artisans to traditional woollen goods, 
from art galleries to fishmongers, from fine clothing 
to fine spirits. Love to hit the links, or do you prefer a 
luxury pampering at an award-winning spa? Either way, 
Inveraray has you covered. 

Eating is a grand pastime here, where the seafood 
is served pier-to-plate in both fine restaurants and 
chippies, and the cafés offer a warm smile along with a 
cuppa and a cake. Whether your taste runs to haggis or 
curry, there is something for every palette in Inveraray. 

ECHOES of Inveraray’s murkier 
past have actually become part of its 
attraction. 

In the 1800s, Inveraray Jail housed 
the undesirables of Argyll society, 
from convicted killers to the insane, 
to children caught stealing apples, 
in damp, cramped cells bleakly po-
sitioned on the edge of Loch Fyne.

Today, the jail is a living museum, 
where actors tell stories of former 
inmates and visitors can try out 
punishments like the crank machine 
and whipping table, or take a nap 
on a ‘guard bed’, a plank mattress 
with a hard wooden pillow that was 

introduced after complaints that life 
for prisoners was too comfortable. 

For a glimpse into the life of the 
area’s more well behaved past resi-
dents, Auchindrain Township near 
Inveraray is the most complete and 
well-preserved example of a Scottish 
Highland farm township. 

You can imagine life in the old 
Highlands as you walk through the 
settlement and see how ordinary 
people lived and worked. 

In the restored longhouses, you 
can see the objects of everyday life 
and learn about the past inhabitants, 
and in the byres, stables and fields, 
you can see how groups of families 
worked the land in common. At the 
visitor centre, you can explore the 
museum and enjoy a snack at the 
tearoom. 

Out of  a 
              Fair y ta le

Exploring
      the Royal Burgh

ON the A83 along Loch Fyne lies the 
striking whitewashed town of Inveraray, built 

Inveraray

Best of the
         West 2017 WHETHER you are staying over, 

or just stopping in on your way 
to BOWFest, the award-winning 
George Hotel is a firm favourite for 
rooms, food and drink with visitors 
and locals alike. 

This historic set of buildings was 
erected in 1770 when the 3rd Duke 
of Argyll built the planned town, 
and in 1860 the Clark family joined 
the two houses into the George 
Hotel. For seven generations, the 
Clarks have welcomed holiday 
makers from around the world, as 
well as their area clientele, who are 
happy to drive from as far away as 
Oban or Fort William to enjoy the 
first-rate cuisine, friendly service 
and charming ambience – complete 
with flagstone floors and four roar-
ing fireplaces. 

The current owner, Donald Clark, 
has sensitively restored the rooms, 
restaurant areas and bars to create 
an authentic, stylish atmosphere, 
and now his son, Kris, is carrying 
on the family tradition, as he and 
his wife, Marine and their three 

daughters live on site and are active 
in the business. 

The menu at the George features 
the very best of the local bounty at 
reasonable prices, from well hung 
West Highland beef and lamb to 
seafood and fish fresh from the pier 
to plate. 

Traditional fare such as the Loch 
Fyne seafood platter and pan fried 
Highland venison collops are menu 
favourites, along with innovative 
dishes such as slow-baked peppers 
with vegetable and raisin couscous 
and North African-styled roasted 
chicken supreme in a light harissa 
paste. Be sure to leave room for an 
indulgent homemade dessert!

The bars proffer an impressive 
choice of real ales, including the 
renowned Fyne Ales, as well as 
more than 100 malt whiskies and an 
extensive wine list. 

No wonder the George is listed 
in the Good Pub and Good Beer 
Guides.

No trip to Inveraray is complete 
without a visit to The George Hotel 
on Main Street East. Join them on 
Facebook or visit www.thegeorge-
hotel.co.uk.

The George Hotel

Living in
             the past

Inveraray 
regeneration 
project putting 
the town’s best 
foot forward

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER
Looking for a New or Used Renault?
Pop in and see us!
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  T: 01499 302150 F: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  T: 01546 606767 F: 01546 606272 FIND US FIND US

The Royal Burgh
                    that has it all...                    that has it all...



OUTDOORS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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THIS 
WEEK’S 
WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. 

Participants can walk three 
times with the club before joining. 
Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on    info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.
Sunday September 10
Corryhully Bothy, Glen Finnan
A circular walk in a lovely glen, 
under the McAlpine Viaduct, with 
views of the big hills around the 
Coire Thollaidh Horseshoe. Visit 
the Glen� nnan monument after 
the walk for a grand view down 
Loch Shiel.

Start at the car park just before 
the gate to the estate road at 
NM906808. Follow the estate road 
NE, under the railway viaduct. 
Continue for another 600m and 
turn right over a bridge. Follow the 
track N through the forest, close to 
the River Finnan for about 2½ Km. 

On emerging from the forest 
continue N on the track and cross 
the footbridge at NM917849. Climb 
a short slope to reach another track 
and follow it NE, across the ford or 
a rickety footbridge over the Allt a’ 
Choire Charnaig. Continue to the 
con� uence of two rivers at the foot 
of Coire Thollaidh. 

Retrace steps to the ford, then 
continue SW to Corryhully Bothy 
at NM912844. A short distance W is 
the main estate road. Follow it S by 
the River Finnan back to the start.

Grade: L; Distance: 12Km; Height 
to climb: 200m; Map(s): LR40, 
EX398. Meet at Fort William WM 
NN112742 at 10am, start of walk at 
10.30am. Leader: Marion Moir on 
07747 830453.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at www.
nevishillwalking.club.

If anyone would like to go out 
on the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Saturday September 9
Glen Etive – Beinn nan Aighenan 
and Glas Bheinn Mhor
Start at the Coileitir Farm track, 
NN136468, where limited parking 
is available. Head E on the track, 
cross the River Etive and follow it 
SW, past Coileitir and cross the Allt 
nam Meirleach on the footbridge. 

Head S on the path up to the col 
at NN139423, 766m. Descend SE 
across the slope past a group of 
lochans on a spur, to reach the col 
at the foot of the N ridge of Beinn 
nan Aighenan. Climb the ridge to 
its summit. 

Return to the foot of the N ridge 
and climb back up to the 766m col. 
Head E up the ridge, over Meall 
nan Tri Tighearnan, 892m, and up 
to the summit of Glas Bheinn Mhor.

Descend N, curving NW and cross 
the Allt Choire Dhuibh above its 
con� uence with the Allt Mheuran 
to reach a footpath at NN143441.

Follow the path on the W bank, 
above the Robbers’ Waterfall and 
cross the Allt nam Meirleach at 
the Ford, NN138449. Rejoin the 
outward route back to Coileitir.
Suggested by Anne Scoular; coor-
dinated by Suzanne Theobald. 

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, 

featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...

Debate continues over 
treatment for pine weevil
A TINY bug is causing a huge 
debate within the UK forestry 
industry over how to kill it.

The pine weevil, Hylobius 
abietis, is the most harmful 
insect pest in Britain’s young 
re-planted forests, and foresters 
are divided over the use of a 
pesticide called acetamiprid, or 
Gazelle.

The insect develops in the 
stumps of felled conifers and 
the adults feed on the bark of 
the replacement plants, and 
when it is girdled by extensive 
and deep feeding wounds, the 
young tree is killed.

Insecticides are usually 
needed to protect trees during 
the vulnerable establishment 
period and these are applied 
either before or after planting. 
However, there are concerns 
about the effects of insecticide 
use in forests on the wider en-
vironment.

One controversial group of 
pesticides, called neonicoti-
noids, are neurotoxins that 
act on the insect’s nervous 
system, resulting in paralysis 
and death. They are taken up 
in the sap as the plant grows 

and transported to roots, stems, 
leaves and flowers, so that 
insect herbivores such as aphids 
will die after consuming treated 
crops.

But a 2013 study of three 
neonicotinoids by the Euro-
pean Food Safety Authority 
found neonicotinoids pose an 
unacceptably high risk to bees, 
leading the EU to ban certain 
neonicotinoids.

Last month Luxembourg 
backed a European Commis-
sion bid to reduce three active 
substances in neonicontinoids 

– clothianidin, imidacloprid and 
thiamethoxam – across Europe. 
The proposal did not target the 
two other neonicotinoids: thia-
cloprid and acetamiprid, which 
are approved across the bloc.

In the UK, all five neonico-
tinoids are registered for use, 
mainly for treatment of oilseed 
rape, cereals and potatoes, but 
acetamiprid is used as the last 
line of defence against the pine 
weevil.

Tilhill, which manages forest-
ry in Argyll, sought to reassure 
the public, saying: ‘On affected 

sites in the absence of protective 
measures, losses of replanted 
trees will average around 50 per 
cent, but in the worst affected 
sites they can reach 100 per 
cent. 

‘Both conifers and native 
broadleaves are destroyed 
and without remedial action, 
in some circumstances, it can 
become impossible to establish 
trees and regenerate forests.

‘A range of non-chemical 
methods are adopted as a first 
resort, often in combination, 
but in some cases due to the 
exceptionally high populations 
of Hylobius, as a last resort 
carefully targeted applications 
of insecticide may need to be 
made. Acetamiprid is usually 
the preferred option.

‘Unlike agricultural cropping, 
in forestry no widespread spray-
ing takes place. 

‘Instead, 20 millilitres of the 
formulation is very carefully 
directed as a targeted spray 
onto the vulnerable part of each 
young tree’s stem and foliage 
only.

‘Actual quantities of pesticide 
applied on a per hectare basis 
are very low compared to agri-
cultural uses - an equivalent of 
only around 0.4 kilograms of 

Gazelle product per hectare is 
used, or 80 grams per hectare of 
acetamiprid active ingredient, 
for a maximum of twice a year, 
and normally only for the first 
two to three years of a typical 
forest rotation of 35-75 years.

‘Often, trees are pre-treated 
with acetamiprid in a closed 
system in a tree nursery before 
they are planted in the forest, 
which means that the need to 
spray is reduced. 

‘When these trees are planted 
they are dry and the insecticide 
has already been absorbed by 
the tree, which means the risk of 
any insecticide contamination 
of the wider environment is very 
low.

‘Unlike some other neonico-
tinoids, acetamiprid has never 
been linked to bee decline and 
is 400 times less toxic to bees 
than cypermethrin - the insec-
ticide that was previously used 
to protect young trees against 
Hylobius, for which acetamiprid 
has been brought in as a substi-
tute.

‘It has been accepted as safe 
to use within Europe, and this 
decision is subject to periodic 
review to take account of new 
safety data as it becomes avail-
able.’

The pine weevil at work.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Sea Eagle Shelly spotted in Sutherland
A MULL sea eagle that 
was fitted with a satellite 
as a chick has been spotted 
after a four-year hiatus - and 
she is raising a family in the 
Scottish Highlands.

People around the 
world followed ‘Shelly’s’ 
movements in 2010, as she 
explored the Isle of Mull and 
the west coast of Scotland in 
her first year.

As she got older she began 
wandering further afield to 
Skye, the central Highlands, 
before exploring the Outer 
Hebrides, and spending a lot 
of time on Lewis.

In 2013, while on Lewis, 
the tag ‘came off as planned’ 
and RSPB Scotland and 
Mull Eagle Watch believed 
that with satellite to follow, 
the chance of seeing Shelly 
again were slim.

And this was the case until 
Iain Paterson photographed 
a sea eagle as it fished in a 
remote sea loch in Suther-
land.

Iain reported the bird’s 
blue and silver colour leg 
ring which read: ‘C9 39’. 
Dave Sexton, RSPB Scot-
land’s Mull Officer, quickly 
realised the significance of 
the discovery – it was Shelly.

Dave said: ‘I knew the blue 
and silver combo meant 2010 
and my heart was racing as 
I looked back at the ringing 
and tagging records for that 
year.

‘I’d always wondered how 

Shelly shows o�  her elegance and skill. Photograph: Iain Paterson.

Shelly was and where she might 
be. And there it was on the 
breeding summary:

‘We’d found her. She’s aged 
seven now, so fully mature and 
transformed from the rather 
scruffy brown chick we’d en-
countered in the nest.’

Iain also reported that she 
was paired up with a male and 

that this year they were raising 
two chicks. The male bird’s ring 
numbers revealed he hatched 
in 2010 on the Isle of Lewis. 
It seems likely that Shelly met 
her future mate while she was 
there in 2013 and they then 
explored the Highlands and 
islands together before settling 
down to breed in Sutherland.

Iain, a keen birder, said: ‘One 
thing I can say about Shelly is 
her elegance for such a big bird.

‘When she picks up a fish 
there’s hardly a splash yet her 
mate, either his aim is slightly 
off target or he doesn’t bother 
because he causes a much 
bigger splash – all amazing to 
watch though.’

Trials could 
bear fruit 
for Scotland
SCIENTISTS have been re-
searching ways to produce food 
more suited to a Scottish climate.

The research has funded trials 
of new raspberries, blackcurrants 
and potatoes which are better 
able to fight diseases and cope 
with climate change.

The studies on food, plants 
and animals has generated £600 
million of economic benefit and 
supported more than 2,800 Scot-
tish jobs, new analysis has shown.

The 2011-2016 Strategic 
Research Programme, commis-
sioned by the Scottish Govern-
ment, includes work to create 
new crop varieties and control 
the spread of animal disease.

Dr Viren Ranawana, scientist 
at the Rowett Institute com-
menting on the research, said: 
‘Diet-related chronic diseases are 
increasing in the UK despite gov-
ernment dietary guidelines, and 
one reason for this is that most of 
us are often unable to change our 
dietary habits.

‘Reformulating foods we like to 
eat in order to make them health-
ier is an alternative approach to 
improving health.

‘We have been exploring how 
some under-exploited natural 
products, suited to production in 
a Scottish climate, can be used to 
produce healthier food options 
and one example is the berries, 
salal and honeyberry, which may 
be used to produce more nutri-
tious yoghurts.’

THE NEW ‘Keep Oban Beau-
tiful’ (KOB) group donned 
their high-vis vests for the first 
time on Sunday and set about 
the invasive Himalayan Balsam 
along the Black Lynn opposite 
Tesco.

Although not as difficult to 
remove as the equally invasive 
Japanese Knotweed, the bal-
sam has the added advantage of 
those amazing seedpods which 
ping when touched, scattering 
the seed far and wide. It’s an 
attractive plant and tempting 
for visitors to take seed home 
and scatter it in their locality, 
but the plant is rapidly becom-
ing a major pest in many parts 
of Britain, particularly along 
roadsides and water courses, so 
should be left well alone when 
in seed.

We can understand why the 
public might feel that it’s a bad 
idea to remove a plant which 
is not only attractive but a good 
nectar source for bees, but the 
long term view is to replace it 
with native species and make 
the Black Lynn into a wildlife 
corridor - and maybe someday 
discuss the possibility of some 
public access.

Although it’s a tall grower it’s 
only an annual plant, so pulling 
it up before it sets seed is a 
good way of getting rid of it. 
KOB intends to keep on with 
this eradication, working with 
Argyll Knotweed which has 
made an arrangement with the 

council to remove the Knot-
weed along the Black Lynn by 
injecting the stems, a safer and 
more effective treatment than 
spraying.

The council has agreed to sup-
ply the relevant chemical and 
Argyll Knotweed will carry out 
the work without charge, a job 
which may take several years. 
It may be some while before 
our efforts are obvious, but as 
the Chinese philosopher Lao-
zi said around 600BC: ‘A jour-
ney of a thousand miles  be-
gins with a single step.’ A 
wise man who knew all about 
Himalayan Balsam.

Our thanks to those who 
turned out to help and to 
Homebase and Buildbase who 
donated tonne bags to hold the 
balsam until it rots down.

Maurice Wilkins, 
Keep Oban Beautiful

KOB set sights on 
beating balsam

Volunteers get to work.
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The Principal, Johanna Urquhart, invites you and 
your family to join us at our Open Morning on 

Saturday 30 September  10am - 1pm.
Please confirm your attendance by emailing: 

admissions@lomondschool.com  
or alternatively call us on 01436 672 476.

lomondschool.com

Open Morning 
30 September 2017

Lomond School
We are holding our open morning on 
Saturday September 30 from 10am 
until 1pm. The open morning is an 
opportunity for families to join us 
for a tour of the school and to look 
around the facilities. There is also the 
opportunity to meet our principal, 
Johanna Urquhart, talk to sta�  and 
pupils and get a � avour of what life is 
like here at Lomond. Our open morning 
is designed to give the whole family the 
chance to � nd out about all aspects of 
the school.

If anyone is interested in attending, 
they should email 
admissions@lomondschool.com or 
alternatively telephone 01436 672 476.

Additional information

Education at Lomond School is 
personalised in that it provides each 

pupil with a tailored curriculum 
designed to o� er challenge, breadth 
and depth.  Our welcoming, family 
ethos engenders happiness which is at 
the heart of our philosophy. Small class 
sizes allow us to nurture and provide 
practical support and advice to help 
each child to develop and grow.

Lomond is Argyll’s top performing 
school and o� ers a wide-ranging 
curriculum including eight National 
Fives in S3/S4 and the traditional � ve 
Highers in S5. Pupils have access to an 
extensive programme of extra-curric-
ular and outdoor learning including 
hockey, rugby, sailing, skiing, canoeing 
and much more.

‘At all stages of the school, children and 
young people are highly motivated and 
actively involved in their learning.’
Education Scotland 

Opening doors 
at Dollar

A world of opportunity 
awaits your child at one 
of Scotland’s leading day 
and boarding schools. 

Excellence and opportunity
Dollar Academy, FK14 7DU
Fee assistance available

The Governors of Dollar Academy Trust is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC009888

Open day 
Saturday 9 September 
10am – 1pm

More information 
openday@dollaracademy.org.uk 
01259 742 511

Dollar Academy is recognised as one 
of the UK’s leading boarding and day 
schools. O� ering a broad curriculum, 
exceptional teaching, � rst-class 
facilities and dedicated pastoral care, 
the school is committed to providing 
the best education possible for boys 
and girls aged � ve to 18.

Pupils study the Scottish curriculum 
and bene� t from the widest choice 
of Highers anywhere in Scotland. 
Expectations are high and children are 
challenged, inspired and supported as 
they pursue their academic ambitions. 
Each year, pupils achieve outstanding 
exam results and more than 95 
per cent choose to continue their 
education at universities in the UK and 
around the world. 

The co-curricular side of life at Dollar 
gives every child the opportunity to 
discover and develop their strengths 
and talents beyond the classroom. 

Activities cater for all interests, from 
sports and the arts to academic 
clubs, the adventure that comes with 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and 
Combined Cadet Force, and Dollar’s 
world championship-winning pipe 
band.
Dollar provides a stimulating and 
friendly environment for learning, 
where children are happy and excel. 
This warmth of community makes 
boarding a home-from-home 
experience. As the school prepares to 
celebrate its 200th anniversary in 2018, 
it remains a popular choice for Scottish 
families.
Visit the Dollar Academy Open Day on 
Saturday September 9, see the school 
for yourself and talk to the people who 
know it best, the sta�  and pupils.

Dollar Academy Open Day, 
Saturday September 9 2017 from 
10am to 1pm.

Dollar Academy
Merchiston is the only boys’ inde-
pendent boarding school in Scotland, 
o� ers the English curriculum, and has 
a global, outward-looking dimension. 
The school takes pride in specialising 
in the education of boys and preparing 
them for the world, developing aspira-
tional, and sensitive, yet gentle-men! 
Think about a wonderfully caring and 
nurturing family environment, where 
boys learn to like learning more.

With an ethos based on traditional 
values, Merchiston encourages 
self-reliance and independence, as 
well as respect for and tolerance 
of others. The main objective is to 
motivate pupils to try their hardest and 
to strive to achieve the highest levels 
possible in all areas - � rstly academic, 

then cultural, sporting, leadership, 
and simply living together as part of a 
community.

Another aspect of the boys-only 
philosophy is that time is regularly 
set aside to meet girls from our sister 
schools. This allows the boys to focus 
on study in school time, but also 
to have plenty of opportunities to 
socialise and make friends through 
curricular, co-curricular, and social 
links.

Personal tours and tasters available all 
year. 

A range of scholarships are available 
at 10+. Means-tested � nancial 
assistance may be available subject to 
application.  

Merchiston

WHY do parents send their children to independent schools 
in ever-growing numbers? 
Parents choose to send their children to independent schools 
for many di� erent reasons, including choice, diversity and 
excellence. Above all, they choose independent schools 

because they feel a particular school will best serve their child 
and his or her social and educational needs. 
All independent schools in Scotland have their own unique 
ethos and values, but they share a common goal of encour-
aging each individual pupil to be all that they can be, and 

to make the most of their time at school. Independent 
schools enjoy a reputation for excellence, providing 
a broad curriculum, consistently good exam results, a 
positive learning environment and a wealth of co-curric-
ular activities. Being independent gives each school the 
freedom to provide the best possible education for the 
bene� t of its pupils. Consequently, many schools have 
developed individual strengths that complement the 
excellence that is the hallmark of the sector.
The choice of mainstream schools is wide and there are 
also special schools that provide care and education for 
children with additional support needs.
The statistics are compelling – Scottish Council of 
Independent schools provide at least £47 million annually 
in fee assistance, with 26.4 per cent of all pupils receiving 
some form of assistance. Eighty-eight per cent of SCIS 
pupils go on to Higher Education, with 25 per cent 
continuing their studies outside Scotland. According to 
numbers from SCIS and the Scottish government, there is 
one teacher for every 8.7 pupils in SCIS schools, compared 
to one to 13.7 in state-funded schools.
SCIS schools educate more than 31,000 children of mixed 
abilities from diverse backgrounds. The focus of inde-
pendent schools has always been, and remains, delivering 
individual educational outcomes for pupils of all abilities. 
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St Mary’s Music School

It is independent, non-denominational, day and 
boarding, an inclusive, inspiring and supportive 
community of 82 boys and girls, aged nine–19, who 
enjoy a high level of individual work and rigorous 
training, complemented by group performing 
opportunities – classical, jazz and Scottish traditional 
– alongside an impressive academic education.  
Entry is by audition at any stage, classes are small and 
parents are reassured by the school’s long tradition 
of high attainment levels and excellent academic 
track record.  An open afternoon on October 6 and 7 
gives the chance to drop in on musical performances, 
take a guided tour and ask questions of our sta�  and 
pupils, who come from all over Scotland and beyond. 
Find out about auditioning for a place, with Scottish 
Government and bursary funding, up to 100 per cent, 
for tuition and boarding fees.   
We look forward to welcoming you. 
www.st-marys-music-school.co.uk.

St Mary’s 
Music School 
in Edinburgh 
is Scotland’s 
specialist music 
school, providing 
world-class 
education for 
talented young 
musicians. 

Glenalmond College is a leading 
boarding and day school for boys 
and girls aged 12-18, located on 
a stunning 300-acre campus just 
outside Perth.

OPEN DAY 2017
Saturday 16 September 

Come along to the free Open Day  
to find out more about life at  
Glenalmond College. 

T: 01738 842144
E: registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk

Scottish Charity SC006123

www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk/OpenDay

Glenalmond set for a 
bright future
As stated in the recent Good Schools Guide review, 
‘Glenalmond is set for a cracking future’. This year 
has seen the start of an exciting new phase for 
the school, with two new houses opening this 
September. 
Cairnies, Glenalmond’s new Junior 
House, provides the perfect transition 
to senior school, giving boarding 
and day boys aged 12 to 14 a level of 
pastoral support speci� cally suited to 
younger pupils.  Close to the outdoor 
classroom, the woods, Glenalmond’s 
golf course and with its own playing 
� elds, Cairnies provides an excellent 
base for junior year groups.  
The new girls’ house, Goodacre’s, has 
also opened this September, and is 
home to girls aged 12 to 18. This house 
is in the very heart of the school and 
has enabled Glenalmond to expand 
its girls’ boarding and day provision to 
meet increasing demand.  
New curriculum developments include 
the addition of Highers as an alter-

native to A Levels for Sixth Form pupils who prefer 
a broader subject range. Mandarin is now taught 
at Glenalmond, and other new subjects include 
Computer Science and Dance.   
The school’s Open Day on Saturday September 
16 provides the ideal opportunity for families to 
visit Glenalmond and � nd out more about these 
developments. To register for the Open Day, visit 
www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk/OpenDay

Glenalmond College

Welcome to our 
world
Set in 153 acres of magnificent rural 
Perthshire, yet easily accessible from 
elsewhere in Scotland, Strathallan School 
is an outstanding place to learn with 
some of the finest facilities of any school 
in Scotland. 

The school has a great blend of local, 
national and international pupils and 
celebrates the different interests and 
cultures our international pupils bring. 

Where learning comes to life 

As well as achieving exceptional 
academic standards, we foster a lifelong 
enjoyment of learning. Our highly 
committed teachers are also involved in 
sports coaching and other activities and 
the bonds built outside the classroom 
have profound educational benefits. 
It’s no surprise that many of our pupils 
move on to top universities like Oxford, 
Cambridge and Edinburgh.

Where everyone’s involved in the life of 
the school

More than 60 per cent of our pupils are 
boarders so there’s always a lot going 
on. That’s a big advantage for day pupils 
who stay well into the evening and are 
fully involved in the myriad of activities 
available. 

Where talent turns to achievement

All pupils regularly take part in a variety 
of sports. We also run a comprehensive 
programme for elite athletes. Our pupils 
have enjoyed international 
representation in more than 
20 sports – including an 
Olympic silver medalist in 
swimming and a number of 
rugby internationalists. 

In the Expressive Arts, there 
are many opportunities to 
develop creative talents in 
a variety of musical ensem-
bles, in our theatre and in 
our state-of-the-art dance 
and drama studio.

Where belonging is forever

Strathallan provides an exceptional 
educational experience for boys and girls 
aged nine to 18. It's a school where e� ort 
is rewarded and where pupils are given 
the time and encouragement to grow into 
capable, con� dent young men and women 
who are ready for the challenges that lie 
ahead.

Why not � nd out more at one of our 
forthcoming Information Mornings, 
register now at strathallan.co.uk

Strathallan School

Boarding for girls and 
boys from age 10 in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Like any family, values lie at the heart of who we are. 
We help the boys and girls who live in our Boarding 
Houses to live up to these values in all that they do 
both as children and throughout their adult lives. 

We have two boarding houses, Erskine House for 
girls and Dean Park House for boys. Each house has 
space for up to 30 boarders and boarding with us is 
like being a member of an extended family. Boarders 
often forge deep and lasting friendships and the 
relationship between children and sta�  is based on 
trust, respect and genuine a� ection.

We o� er more than 300 clubs and societies as well 
as wide-ranging opportunities in sport, music and 
drama, outdoor education, trips and community 
involvement, all with the intention of helping your 
child discover their talents, learn or explore something 
new, have fun and make new friends.

Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools

MAKE YOUR 
FAMILY PART 
OF OURS

Merchant Company Education Board Schools. Registered Charity No. SC009747

Boarding for boys and girls from 
age 10 in Edinburgh, Scotland

The boys and girls who board with 
us have unrivalled opportunities in 
sport, music, drama, art and dance 
as well as receiving an academic 
education of the highest standard. 
Join us at our Open Day or contact 
us at any time to find out more or 
to arrange a personal visit.

Rated “Excellent” in all 
categories assessed in 
a November 2016 Care 
Inspectorate Report.

0131 311 1111
admissions@esms.org.uk
www.esms.org.uk 

OPEN DAY
Saturday 23 September 2017
10am – 1pm

ESMS
A unique family of independent 
schools for boys and girls

ESMS  BOAT Ad 108x130.indd   1 04/09/2017   16:39

A recent study by the Care Commission awarded both 
houses an ‘Excellent’ grading for the standard of care 
and support they provide. This recognises the level of 
care and individual attention each child receives from 
the Housemaster, Housemistress, resident tutors and 
resident matron.

For more information 
on boarding at ESMS 
visit www.esms.org.uk/
boarding  

Kilgraston School

Kilgraston is a dynamic boarding and day school 
which o� ers a world-class education that is both 
academic and personal for girls aged 5 to 18. Set in 54 
acres of stunning parkland, Kilgraston o� ers security 
and space to grow and develop while providing a 
tranquil environment for the girls to concentrate 
without distraction.

In 2017, 55% of passes at Higher were awarded an 
A grade and 83% were awarded A/B grades against 
a national average of 54%. Emily Dark, Lower Sixth 
(S5), at the age of 16 has played for Scotland Under 
21 hockey team this year and achieved � ve A grades 
in her Highers. Similarly, Daisy Fonicello who became 
Scottish Fencing Champion this year also achieved 
� ve straight A grades in her Highers. In the Upper 
Sixth 100% of our girls gained a place at their chosen 
university.

O� ering day and boarding education, Kilgraston has 
something to inspire every young woman. We are a 
school with traditional values but with a modern and 
forward-looking perspective on education. Education 
is not just about exam success; developing interest 
and talents, nurturing an understanding of di� erent 
cultures, and emphasising our personal responsibility 
as global citizens are vital. As such, a Kilgraston girl 
bene� ts from a wealth of opportunities to extend and 
enrich her educational experience. We o� er over 50 
extra-curricular activities, and enjoy modern, state of 
the art facilities including a Science Centre, Sixth Form 
Study Centre, excellent boarding accommodation, 
25m swimming pool, all-weather astro-turf pitches 
and Scotland’s only school equestrian centre. 

Families are invited to attend Kilgraston’s � rst open 
day of the academic year on Saturday 30th September 
between 11am and 2pm. To register, please email 
admissions@kilgraston.com
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Dalmally is fi tting end to show season
THE LAST and possibly the 
largest show of the summer 
calendar took place on Saturday 
– Dalmally Agricultural Show.

The field was packed with peo-
ple and even the sun managed to 
make an appearance. 

Spectators were spoiled for 
choice – whether it was the 
judging of the commercial cat-
tle, Highland cattle, Blackface 
sheep in the mart, the pipe 
band playing, shinty games, 
bird shows, wood working or the 
famous terrier race.

Children had plenty to choose 
from as bouncy castles and fun-
fair styled stalls surrounded the 
field.

Show organisers said: ‘A huge 
thank you to all our volun-
teers, competitors, sponsors, 
stall-holders, and to everyone 
who came along to support this 
year’s Dalmally Show – we hope 

you enjoyed it as much as we did.’ 
The overall cattle champion be-
longed to Douglas MacDonald 
of Tyree, Benderloch. 

He said: ‘It’s not easy doing 
it, so [the win] is very nice and 
it’s good to keep the young ones 
interested.’

The over-all winner in the 
native or continental sheep 
category was won by a Cheviot 
tup owned by Iain MacKay 
from Luss and the champion 
Blackface sheep was won by 
Sandy Patterson from Auchloy 
near Crieff.

Another star of the show 
belonged to Iain McKay, Appin. 
His one-year-old terrier was 
crowned best in show.

When asked how he felt after-
wards, he said: ‘Brilliant. The 
wife will be happy.’

Oban and District Classic Car 
Club had 14 cars on show. 

‘We managed to recruit two 
new members’ said Kevin 
Devine club chairman.

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

SELECTED TRACTORS

New Zetor Major 80 ................................................................................................£23000
15 reg Zetor Proxima Plus 90, sigma loader, mint .......................................£29500
14 reg Zetor Proxima 70, Trima loader ............................................................£25000
10 reg Zetor Proxima 95, Traclift loader ..........................................................£22500
09 reg Zetor Proxima 65, Traclift loader..........................................................£20800
09 reg Zetor Proxima Plus 105, Traclift loader .............................................. £25500
55 reg Zetor Proxima 8441, Traclift loader ..................................................... £16000
09 reg Hurlimann XB Max 110 GS ......................................................................£25000
11 reg Hurlimann XA 80 ........................................................................................£25000
56 reg Hurlimann XA 86 GS ................................................................................. £19000
11 reg Steyr 4095 .....................................................................................................£28000
04 reg Steyr M 9086 ...............................................................................................£22000
05 reg Landini Vision 105, MX loader .............................................................. £21000
61 reg Claas Axos 340, 800 hrs ...........................................................................£28500
L reg MF 362,  4x4 .....................................................................................................£12500
B reg MF 230 with cab ..............................................................................................£5500

SELECTED MACHINERY

New Metal Fach (Zetor) round baler .................................................................£13500
New Malone H.duty Disc mowers ............................................................from £4800
New Malone post knocker ..................................................................................... £2500
New 3/4 pan mixers ...................................................................................................£1800
Welger RP 12 round baler .......................................................................................£1800
Teagle 8100 straw chopper/silage feeder, ......................................as new  £11800
West duel muck spreader ...................................................................................... £2500
Pottinger disc mower, 7ft cut ............................................................................... £2500

View all our stock online at www.tunstalltractors.com, Updated daily.  
Tel David on 07817832978 or Graham on 07747600410
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Clockwise from top left: Willie MacLean 
ensures that the reserve cattle 
champion, owned by Michael Poland, 
is in pristine condition. 17_t36_Dalmally-

Show02; Hugh MacLeod from Benderloch 
could barely carry his trophies. He won 
the best plant pot, best exhibit and 
most points overall. 17_t36_DalmallyShow19; 
Emily Wragg, aged seven, had the best 
poultry exhibit for a child under 16. 
17_t36_DalmallyShow17; Jennifer MacNeil 
from Bonawe received the Best Poultry 
trophy. 17_t36_DalmallyShow16; One half of 
the North Argyll Young Farmers Club 
which ran a bottle stall on Saturday. 
17_t36_DalmallyShow11; Iain MacPhee with 
Lexi who was the overall reserve 
dog champion. 17_t36_DalmallyShow12; 
Calum McKay, aged 10, was over the 
moon when his dog won the Spaniel 
competition. 17_t36_DalmallyShow04; The 
Oban and District Classic Car Club 
had a wheely good time showing o�  
their vehicles. 17_t36_DalmallyShow10; The 
overall champion Blackface cham-
pion gimmer from Sandy Patterson. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn; Iain McKay with 
one-year-old Cilla who was crowned 
the Best in Show. 17_t36_DalmallyShow13;  
Children had a ball crashing into each 
other. 17_t36_DalmallyShow08; There were 
numerous bouncy castles and slides 
for the children to enjoy. 17_t36_Dal-

mallyShow07; The best ginger bread 
house went to Coco Aditya aged six. 
17_t36_DalmallyShow06; Dougie MacDonald 
shows o�  the overall cattle champion, 
owned by his dad Douglas MacDonald. 
17_t36_DalmallyShow01; Champion in the 
Native/Continental Breeds of Sheep 
Cheviot tup owned by Iain MacKay 
and brought out by Claire Suzette 
Simonetta. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn; The 
Helensburgh Clan Colquhoun Pipe 
Band entertains the crowd. 
17_t36_DalmallyShow03

Around the markets
CALEDONIAN MARTS had forward 
312 store cattle at its sale in Stirling on 
Monday September 4.

Bullocks averaged 210ppkg selling 
to 236ppkg for a Limousin from B 
Harper, Greenwells, Falkirk and to 
£1,280 for an Aberdeen Angus from 
A & A Black, North Woodend, Bonny-
bridge.

Heifers averaged 204ppkg selling 
to 224p again for a Limousin from B 
Harper, Greenwells and to £960 from 
Greenwells.

Black and white bullocks averaged 
153ppkg selling to 160ppkg from A 
H S Drummond, Glenside, Kirkcolm, 
Stranraer and to £780 from J B Taylor & 
Sons, Blackburn Mains, Bathgate.

Bullocks pounds per head:
£1,220 Shortrigg
£1,210 & £1,200 North Woodend
£1,130 Girnal & Ardgate
£1,120 East Kerse
Heifers pounds per head:
£940 Crosshill
£890 Glenside
£880 & £870 Crosshill
£850 Greenwells
£840 Findatie
Black and Whites per head:
£750 Blackburn Mains
£730 Gry� eside (Twice)
£670 Glenside
Also forward 2,054 store lambs and 

feeding sheep.
Top price of the day went to W 

Patrick, Ballikinrain, Balfron for a pen 
of 52 Texel x Lambs at £74.00

Cross Lambs averaged £57.31 
(+£2.09 on the week)

BF Lambs averaged £34.82 (+94p on 
the week)

Leading prices: 
Beltex – Glenhead £69
Tex – Mill of Ardoch £67.50
Tex X – Lephinchaple £67 & £66
Cont – Bogside £65
Cont X – Spinkhill & Drumcharry £65
Su�  – Duallin £62
Mule – Carie £59
BF – West Tandlemuir & Edentaggart 

£49
Swale X – Doune of Glendouglas £48
Cheviot Ewe Lambs – Portend £56
Feeding Ewes
BF – Edentaggart £30
Cross – Stronmagachan £28.

UNITED AUCTIONS held its � rst sale 
of lambs and sheep at Lochboisdale 
Auction Mart on Saturday September 
2.

A catalogued entry of 2,067 head 
sold at values in keeping to current 
mainland levels. A good ringside of 
mainland buyers were present.

Principal lots and prices:
Lambs:
Su� olk: £70.00 – 88 Bualadubh: 

£69.50 – 383 Garrynamonie: £59.50 
– 409B Smerclate: £59.50 –Drimore 
Farm: £58.50 – 284 Daliburgh: £58.50 
– 269 Daliburgh: £58.50 – 426 North 
Lochboisdale: £57.50 – Cnoc An Torr & 
88 Bualadubh.

Texel: £72.00 – 88 Bualadubh: 
£61.50 – 6 Milton: £60.50 – 391 Gar-
rynamonie: £59.50 – 284 Daliburgh: 
£59.00 – 88 Bualadubh: £58.50 – 6 
Rhuban: £57.50 – 5 Ionad Cheallaidh: 
£57.00 – 88 Bualadubh.

Cheviot: £57.00 & ; £53.50 – Saint 
Peter’s Daliburgh: £52.50 – 15 Carinish: 
£50.00 – Cnoc An Torr.

Cross: £57.50 – 88 Bualadubh: £55.50 
– 10 Frobost: £53.50 – 88 Bualadubh: 
£50.50 – 6 West Gerinish.

Mule: £48.00 – 88 Bualadubh.
BF: £35.00 – 371 South Boisdale.
Ewes:
Su� olk: £40.00 – 271 Daliburgh.
Texel: £39.50 – 8 Peninerine: £36.50 

– 391 Garrynamonie.
Cheviot:  £33.50 – 122 Craigston: 

£30.00 – 117 Craigston.
Cross:  £34.50 – 58 Tangasdale.
Chevior Mule: £32.50 – Ormiclate & 

Bornish SSC.
BF: £23.50 – 4A West Kilbride.
Wedders
Cheviot: £35.50 – 17 St Brendan 

Road.
Cross:  £32.50 – 17 St Brendan Road.
Rams
Lleyn: £190 – 2 Ormiclate.

UNITED AUCTIONS, Stirling had a 
catalogue entry of 10,795 breeding 
sheep at their annual show and sale of 
Scotch Mule and Blackface ewe lambs.

The sale was kindly sponsored by 
J Cooper & Co. Haulage Contractors, 
Gartocharn and was judged by Mr 
I Baxter, Home Farm Troup, who 
awarded the championship to D Gray, 
Drumnessie and went on to purchase 
them at £170 per head.

Prize List
1st – D Gray, Drumnessie £170
2nd – I Minto, Townhead £140
3rd – D Rock, Knock o Ronald £132
4th – J McGregor, Allanfauld £125
5th M Smyth, Shields £150
Overall Averages
Acc Scotch Mule Ewe Lambs - £97.16 

(+£1.28p on the year)
Non Acc Scotch Mule Ewe Lambs - 

£94.72 (-£1.19p on the year)
Acc Blackface Ewe Lambs - £73.69 

(+£2.60p on the year)
Non Acc Blackface Ewe Lambs - 

£63.10 (-£7.66p on the year)
For the full report visit www.oban-

times.co.uk

CALEDONIAN MARTS Ltd sold 341 
Suckled Calves at its annual premier 
show and sale in Stirling on Friday 
September 1.  

The judge on the day was Mr J 
M Lewis, Pentwyn, Pumsaint, Car-
marthenshire and the following were 
his awards:

Overall champion came from B 

Harper, Greenwells, Falkirk with a 
spring born Limousin Bullock selling 
for £2,800 to Miss S Dunn, Willobank, 
Throsk and Mr C Jackson, Woodyett, 
Kirik� eldbank.

Reserve champion was an autumn 
born Limousin Heifer from J Rob-
ertson & Co, Newton of Logierait, 
Pitlochry selling at £1,800 to J & S 
Wareham, Little Tothingworth, East 
Sussex.

Senior Section:
Charolais Bullock sponsored by 

Arnold Clark, Stirling
1 – J Mclaren, Murrayshall, Stirling: 

£1,400 to Miller Farms, North Lurg, 
Aberdeen

Limousin Bullock sponsored by 
Baird Lumsden, Bridge of Allan:

1 – J Robertson, Newton of Logierait: 
£1,700 again to Miller Farms

2 – J Robertson, Newton of Logierait: 
£1,350 to D Lumgair, 10 Idvies View, 
Letham

3 – Monzie Farms: £1,300
Bullock, any other breed sponsored 

by Mole Valley Farmers
1 – J Wight, Townfoot: Not Sold
2 – D Semple, Dippen: £1,450 to J & S 

Wareham, Little Tothingworth
3 – H Dunlop, Holehouse: £1,550 to A 

Paterson, Low Three Mark
Charolais Heifer   sponsored by 

Stirling Trailer Centre:
1 – Monzie Farms
2 – J Mclaren, Murrayshall: £1,020 to 

D Lumgair, 10 Idvies View
3 – C Harrower, Craigievern: £1,000 

to R & A Stoddart, Mill of Inverarity
Limousin Heifer  sponsored by East 

Coast Viners:
1 & reserve champion – J Robertson 

& Co, Newton of Logierait
2 – B Harper, Greenwells: £1,350 to J 

& S Wareham, Little Tothingworth
3 - J Robertson, Newton of Logierait: 

£1,400 to R McKinnel & Sons, Garrarie, 
Whithorn

Spring born:
Limousin Bullock sponsored by 

Geyer Plant Services Ltd, Fife
1 & champion – B Harper, Greenwells
2 – Monzie Farms: £1000 to R Fergu-

son, Riverdale, Strathaven
3 – C Dick, Taylorton, Stirling to 

£1,000 to Shearman Enterprises
Bullock, any other breed sponsored 

by WW Wales Ltd, Butcher, Kilmar-
nock:

1 – D W Semple, Dippen, Campbel-
town: £1,100 to J & S Wareham

Limousin Heifer, sponsored by 
Davidsons Animal Feeds

1 – B Harper: £2,300 to the Judge, J 
M Lewis, Pentwyn

Heifer any other breed sponsored 
by W McIntyre, Livestock Haulage:

1 – J J & C, McCallum, Strathnafanaig, 
Tarbet: £1800 to A Morton, Lochend, 
Denny

Special awards and prizes:
Best turned out Stockperson – 

Andrew Weir, Castlecary Mill, Bonny-
bridge

Pens of Four Bullocks:
Charolais Sponsor N.F.U Mutural
1 and 2 – J Mclaren, Murrayshall, Stir-

ling to £1,030 to A J Meston, Chapelton, 
Stonehaven

3 – D Y Henderson, Auchenrivoch, 
Kilsyth £1,110 to D Weedon, Blackford, 
Somerset

Limousin Sponsor J Cooper & Co, 
Haulage:

1 & champion pen of four in the yard: 
J Hyslop, Baluskie, Barrhill £1,390

2 – M L Wilson, Baluskie, Barrhill 
£1,210 to G & E Cowie, Cairnton, Ban� 

Pens of Four Heifers
Limousin Sponsor Kerr Stirling
1 & Champion pen in the yard M L 

Wilson £1,000 to D Dickinson, Brock-
woodlees, Canonbie

2 – W Walker, Camreggan, Girvan: 
£990 to D Lumgair, 10 Idvies View

Champion Pen of 8 in the yard to D 
Walker & Sons £1,130 to G & E Cowie

Pairs Sponsor Norvite:
Bullocks:
1 – Markhill Farms, Glenduisk, 

Pinwherry £1,100 to J Maxwell, 
Hawsketleathes, Castle Douglas

2 & 3 – M L Wilson £1,210 and £1,200 
to G & E Cowie

Heifers:
1 & Champion Pair: Markhill Farms. 

Glenduisk £1,120 to J Mathers, Kelso
2 – M L Wilson £1,020 to D Dickinson
Commercial Calves:
Bullocks averaged 239p per Kg or 

£1,088.93 a rise of 6p per Kg or £41 per 
head on the year.

Heifers averaged 230p per Kg or 
£968 a rise of 4p per Kg or £21 per head 
on the year.

Caledonian Marts would like to thank 
all of our sponsors for their continued 
support and a special thanks goes to 
our main sponsors of the event Royal 
Bank of Scotland, Phoenix Mitsubishi 
Stirling and Scotbeef.

FORT WILLIAM, Dingwall & Highland 
Marts Ltd (September, 1st) sold 1,550 
store sheep of all classes.

Lambs (1,550) sold to £59 for Cheviot 
lambs from Benhaint, Kilchoan.

‘A mixed show on o� er witnessed a 
selective enquiry,’ said a spokesman 
for the mart.

Other leading prices per head:
Lambs: Chev – Glengarsk, Bu-

nacaimbe, £57.50, Dalreoch, Roy 
Bridge, £57, Dalilea, Ardaracle, £53.50; 
Cross – Callart Farm, Onich, £56, 
Dalreoch, £55.50, £49.50; Blackface – 4 
Glebehill, Kilchoan, £54.50, £51, 19 
Blarmafoldach, Fort William, £45; 
CharX – Craigard, Kilchoan, £53, Moy 
Farm, Banavie, £50, 63 Ormiscaigbeag, 
Kilchoan, £47; TexX – Glenquoich, In-
vergarry, £50; ZwbX – Ockle, Achateny, 
£48; Su� X – Carnoch Farm, Ardgour, 
£47, 19 Blarmafoldach, £46.50.

THIS Farming Life returns to 
BBC 2 on Wednesday (Sep-
tember 6) for a second series, 
with three new episodes airing 
each week for four weeks.

And this series will see two 
local farming families high-
lighted, from Mull and from 
Appin.

On the isle of Mull, com-

mitted new-entrant farmers 
Janet and Alastair Taylor rent 
a small farm where they keep 
140 sheep, 20 Highland cattle, 
ducks a goose and nine dogs.

Five years ago they started 
their farm from scratch with 
little to no money. For them 
it has been a struggle con-
stantly juggling the benefits 

of cash incomes from paid 
contract work on other farms 
against the need to spend time 
building their own farm into a 
profitable enterprise.

In Appin hill farmers Sandra 
and David Colthart keep 540 
blackface sheep and 45 cross 
breed cattle that for much of 
the year roam freely over 3237 

acres of stunning Scottish hill-
side.

This very traditional method 
of farming poorer land – 
which relies on scale rather 
than quality – means lots of 
hiking!  With their animals 
spread over such a large area 
even a basic sheep dosing 
requires heading out with the 

dogs to spend up to up to six 
hours gathering the sheep off 
the hills.

Luckily Sandra breeds pedi-
gree Border Collies and High-
land Ponies so there’s always a 
dog or three to help out.

This series will also feature a 
dairy farm and Scotland’s first 
buffalo farm.

This Farming Life returns with Mull and Appin farmers in spotlight

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.orgNOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL

LOVE HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your 
favourite countryside 

business for a 
Scottish Rural Award

categories 
include
Artisan Food
Artisan Drink
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org

categories 

business start up
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WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, any 

condition, runner or not, high miles no problem.

pw812249@live.co.uk 01680 812249  Isle of Mull

LAND ROVER DEFENDER 90
Station Wagon TD5 2005 
05 Reg, Manual � ve-speed, 
Diesel, 88600 miles, Belize 
Green , XS Front Seats, 
Carpets,  Radio/CD  Rear 
work lamp and 12v socket. 
Electric Front Windows, 
Redbooster clutch. New  
Tyres, maintained regardless 
of cost, full service history 
and illustrated details 
available. Isle of Mull.

£15,950
Tel 07771663588 Oban

SKODA OCTAVIA
Laur & Klem 
TDI Automatic 
Hatchback 08 
Black 1968cc 
Diesel 73,121 
miles Excellent 
condition, 
leather interior,
13 mths MOT
£3,995 ONO

SAILINGTIMES

Tel 01583 431677 Mr Brown Carradale

LUNE BAY LONG BOAT
By Character Boats, 
17 feet, GRP hull, vg 
trailer (spare wheel, 
and lighting board 
inc), three sails all 
good, newly serviced 
bilge pump, anchor, 
chain and warp, oars, 
rowlocks plus tailored 
cover.

£2,750
or o� ers

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

01631 564022 / 07710060021

2003 NISSAN PICKUP
Clubcab,

80,000 genuine miles,
no MoT suit island

£1,000 ono

Call 07759931446

FORD TRANSIT
short 
wheelbase 
CDi  06
Good 
condition
 for the year

£1,200 
ono

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN DCi, Blue with Black Roof, 7000 Miles ............ £12,750
66 Renault Clio DYN 1.2 NAV, White, 11,000 Miles ................................ £9,995
65 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Silver, 5,500 Miles ....................... £11,995
16 Renault Captur, Petrol, Silver/black, 9,800 Miles ........................... £12,950
15 Dacia Duster Stepway, LAU,TCE, Red, 2,500 Miles ............................ £7,895
15 Renault Scenic XMod DCi, White, 20,000 Miles .............................. £12,450
15 Renault Clio Dyn 1.2 Nav. Grey, 22,000 Miles ................................... £8,200
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles ...................... 11,650
14 Dacia Duster Laureate 4x4, Blue, 68,000 Miles ................................ £7,250
14 Nissan Note 1.2 Accenta Premium, 5Dr, Blue, 9,000 Miles ............... £8,950
14 Nissan Micra 1.2 Visia, White, 16,000 Miles ..................................... £5,950
14 Dacia Sandero 1.2, Red, 34,000 Miles .............................................. £4,350
64 Nissan Pulsar, Accenta Red, 5Dr, H/B, 13,000 Miles ........................... £9250
64 Dacia Duster Amb DCi, 4x4, Grey, 22,000 Miles ................................ £8,950
13 Renault Captur S-Nav DCi, Orange with Cream Roof, 22,500 Miles .. £9,600
13 Suzuki Swift, SZ3. Cream, 9,000 Miles ............................................. £6,150
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £7,450
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,150
11 plate Vauxhall Corsa CDTi, Blue, 5Dr, 74,000 Miles ........................... £4,250
10 Nissan Micra 1.2 Visia, Red, 47,000 Miles......................................... £2,450
09 Nissan Qashqai Accenta, CDi., Black, 99,000 Miles ........................... £4,750

COMMERCIALS

63 Renault tra�  c, LL29, DCi, White ............................................. £8,500+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

Renault Scenic 1.6        Citroen Picasso        Renault Clio Estate        Toyota Auris  
Vauxhaul Astra 1.6        Suzuki Swift            Toyota Aygo

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs / Bodywork / Terraclean

Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

NEW STOCK ARRIVING SOON

EAGLESHAM

2009/59 LANDROVER DEFENDER 110 
BLUE, 49522 MILES .................................................... £11,995 + VAT
2012/12 BMW 1 Series 116I URBAN Manual
Petrol, 5 doors 2012, orange, 79,552 miles .....................................£7,995
2016/16 Subaru Brz SE Lux
Silver Manual Leather/Alcantara seats only 5156 miles ............... £19,995
2014/14 BMW 1 Series 116I M SPORT Manual
Petrol, 5 doors 2014, white, 25,289 miles ..........................................£13,395
2012/12 BMW X5 XDrive 30D SE
Automatic, Diesel, Leather Metallic Blue, 45069 miles ................. £19,695
2015/15 BMW 4 Series 435D XDRIVE M SPORT Automatic
Diesel, 2 doors 2015, blue, 15,236 miles .....................................£25,495
2012/62 BMW 6 Series 640D M SPORT Automatic
Diesel, 2 doors 2012, blue, 39,995 miles .....................................£23,995
2013/13 Audi A1 TDI S LINE BLACK EDITION Manual
Diesel, 3 doors 2013, silver, 59,284 miles ......................................... £10,295
2013/13 Audi A4 ALLROAD TDI QUATTRO Automatic
Diesel, 5 doors 2012, white, 54,975 miles ......................................... £16,295
2013/63 Audi A5 TDI S LINE SPECIAL EDITION Manual
Diesel, 2 doors 2013, black, 47,417 miles .......................................... £16,995
2013/13 Audi A6 TDI S LINE BLACK EDITION Manual
Diesel, 4 doors 2013, white, 29,537 miles ......................................... £16,995
2014/14 Mercedes-Benz GL Class GL350 CDI AMG Sport
Diesel, Black with Beige Interior, 7 Seats,Fantastic spec .............£36,955
2011/61Ford Kuga TITANIUM TDCI AWD Manual
Diesel, 5 doors 2011, black, 64,158 miles ............................................£8,895
2017/17 Subaru Forester I XT CVT
Petrol, 5 doors 2017, black, 5,241 miles .............................................£27,995
2014/63 Vauxhall Astra GTC LIMITED EDITION CDTI,
S/S Manual, Diesel, 3 doors 2014, red, 10,795 miles .........................£9,995
2015/65 Subaru Forester D XC Manual
Diesel, 5 doors 2015, silver, 17,201 miles .......................................... £18,995

Tel 07910 735359

SUZUKI V-STROM DL650 AL2
2012 All 
paperwork, 
service book 
etc 2 keys, new 
MOT 17000 
miles. Always 
garaged and 
in excellent 
condition. 
£3,950

WE HAVE A RANGE OF NEW AND USED VEHICLES,
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

ALSO A VARIETY BOATS FOR SALE

FINANCE IS AVAILABLE ON NEW AND USED CARS

    Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com Website: www.kintyrehire.com

ALL OPEN TO OFFERS 
28FT STEEL WORKBOAT HULL AND DECK,

IDEAL WINTER PROJECT

24 FT FORWARD CABIN DAY BOAT (COLVIC)
WITH INBOARD DIESEL ENGINE

 ( NO EXPENSE SPARED )

Q18 OPEN DORY WITH 85HP FORCE ENGINE
( BOTH NEED ATTENTION )

AVON SEARIDER 6.5 M DELUXE WITH 75 HP
 MARINER O/B AND TRAILER

16FT ORKNEY LONGLINER WITH 10 HP 4STROKE
 O/B ON ROAD TRAILER

( ALL IN FIRST CLASS CONDITION )

VOLVO DIESEL ENGINE TMD41 B TO SUIT OUT DRIVE

OIL FIRED ANTARTIC DIESEL / 12 VOLT CABIN HEATER

FURTHER DETAIL CONTACT KINTYRE SALES ON

01586554480 OR 07788923890

Mob: 07876 027305 (Arran)

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 SRI CDTI
13 plate.
25,638 miles
MOT to 
March ’18
VGC inside
& out.

£7,500

Tel 07889 546017

JCB 8085 8.5 TON TRACKED EXCAVATOR
2011 model, 
immaculate 
condition 
inside and out, 
good sprockets 
and tracks, 
3 buckets, 
vandal guards, 
CD player/air 
conditioning, 1 
owner, brilliant 
digger

£20,000 
+VAT

Tel 07889 546017

VOLVO  6 TON DIGGER QUICK HITCH
2013 model
Under 4 years 
old, Good 
tracks and 
sprockets
Surplus to 
requirement
3600 hours
Still like new

£21,000 
+VAT

Tel 07889
546017

JCB 8018 1.8 MINI DIGGER
2011 model, 1 previous 
owner, Good tracks and 
sprockets, 2700 hours, 
Immobiliser, 2 speed 
tracking, Comes with 
buckets, Good condition

£8,150 ono

Nissan Juke (Acenta Premium DCI)
15  -  1.5 Diesel 5 door h/back   -  26,155 miles .................................£10,650
VW Tiguan Match Tdi Blue Motion Tech DSG
15  -  5 door  -  20,700 miles...............................................................£17,595
Skoda Octavia SE Tdi
15 – 5 door h/back  - 21,000 miles .....................................................£12,495
Renault Captur  
(Dynamique Medianav Energy TCE S/S) .............................................£9,475
63 – 5 door h/back  -  9,272 miles
Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door Estate  -  14,500 miles.......................................................£8,950
VX Astra Elite 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  9,671 miles ........................................................£7,900
Nissan Micra Visia 
63 – 5 door hatchback – 20,781 miles..................................................£5,300
Nissan Micra Acenta
64 – 5 door hatchback -  16,232 miles .................................................£6,500
VX Corsa 1.4 Sri
64 – 3 door hatchback – 44,000 miles..................................................£5,895
Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Hdi
14 – 15,600 miles .................................................................................£7,000
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT DUE?

Your car is in good 
hands at...

MOT TESTING, SERVICING & REPAIRS
TYRES & EXHAUSTS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF CARS, 4X4’S VANS

WATCH THIS SPACE AS THE 
NEW 1.9 IS ON ITS WAY!

ISUZU is pleased to 
announce the introduction 
of the New Generation 
D-Max Arctic Trucks AT35 
which will offi cially launch 
on  October 1.

The Isuzu New Generation 
D-Max Arctic Trucks AT35 is 
a pick-up truck engineered 
to shine in the most gruelling 
conditions, and is the result of 
close technical collaboration 
between two respected off-road 
and pick-up specialists. 

Each AT35 is based upon 
the strong and durable D-Max 
pick-up vehicle, which is re-
engineered by Arctic Trucks, 
a company with a long and 
renowned history in Iceland 

and Scandinavia as a creator 
of 4x4 vehicles able to take on 
the most demanding terrains 
and conditions. The Arctic 
Trucks AT35 is based on the 
New Generation D-Max which 
is equipped with a brand new 
1.9-litre turbo diesel engine 
producing 164PS and 360Nm of 
torque. 

Key benefi ts include a 3.5 tonne 
towing capacity and a one tonne 
payload, as well as meeting Euro 
6 standards without AdBlue 
making this truck more refi ned, 
quieter and economical than the 
previous model D-Max.

The 17MY Isuzu D-Max 
Arctic Trucks AT35 will be 
available as a double cab with 
a choice of manual or automatic 
transmission. 

AT35 is based on the New 
Generation Utah and will have 
the following equipment: keyless 

entry and push button start 
system, seven-inch multifunction 
colour touchscreen, DAB radio, 
Apple CarPlay and Android 
Audio, satellite navigation and a 
shark fi n antenna. Black wheels 
will be fi tted as standard, and 
silver wheels are available as an 
option.

In addition to the above 
upgrades, further exclusive 
Arctic Trucks upgrades have 
been made to distinguish it 
from the rest of the range such 
as tinted windows, tailgate 
damper, Arctic Trucks branded 
embroidered headrest, carpet 
mats, door still covers, badges 
on the instrument panel and door 
panels.

To view the new D-Max Arctic 
Trucks AT35, visit S & S Services 
at the Best of the West Festival 
this weekend, or call John on 
01292 880080 / 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES Supporting the people of Argyll
 for over 30 years

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s 
FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 

Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, 
Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or 
old, any conditions from perfect to 
written o� , non runners, rotten, no 
MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.
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RECRUITMENT

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Service Manager
Hours 28 hours week

Salary £25,625 (pro rata) 35 hours

Crossroads North Argyll based in Oban, wishes 
to recruit a Service Manager to lead, manage 
and develop the service.  You will be responsible 
for the effective day to day management of 
all aspects of the Service, leading a small 
staff team, taking overall responsibility for 
recruitment and overseeing supervision and 
training. You will be the registered manager for 
the service and crucial to our aim of delivering 
high quality person centred respite care. 

Please contact Cath for an application form/
informal discussion  on 01631 562277 / 

info@crossroadsna.org.uk

Closing date: 17th September

We are also keen to hear from individuals who 
are interested in working for us to provide 
variable respite hours in Oban and surrounding 
villages. We offer training, support, travel 
expenses and pay rate of £8.45/hr with 
additional rates at weekends.

Bridgend Hotel – Isle of Islay
2 full time general assistants 

required, to help run a busy 3 star 
gold hotel on the Island of Islay.

Previous Hotel experience essential;  
Duties including front of house, bar work & 

housekeeping. 
Accommodation available, in a cottage close 

to the hotel.
Please send your with your CV & References 

to  Lorna McKechnie – Hotel Manager
Bridgend Hotel on info@bridgend-hotel.com

Telephone 01496 810212
www.bridgend-hotel.com

REF613 STORE MANAGER
SPAR SPEAN BRIDGE, 

INVERNESS-SHIRE, PH34 4EP
Full-time position, 39 hours over 5 days per 
week.
Evening and weekend work will be required to 
meet business needs.
Due to Licensing Laws applicants must be age 
18 or over.
As Store Manager, you will demonstrate 
strong leadership, people management and 
commercial skills.  A natural forward planner 
and organiser, you will manage the operation 
to deliver excellent customer service and 
maximise sales and we offer comprehensive 
training to help you do it.
If you have a proven background in retail, 
the determination to deliver and flexible 
approach to work, this may be the ideal 
opportunity for you to take the next step in 
your career.  If you agree, we look forward 
to receiving your online application at 
www.cjlang.co.uk/jobs.aspx

Closing date for applications is 07 September 2017.

Time Served Joiner 
Required

to work in Fort William area 
preferably with a driving licence 

but not essential
Standard 39 hours per week - 
overtime may be available (this is 
not a self employed position)
Application/CV to Box Number 
29 The Oban Times, Lochavullin 
Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

PDK Shellfish Ltd Oban
Due to an increased work load 

we require additional 

Class 1 drivers
Duties will include collecting/loading live 
shellfish throughout the Scottish Islands 
and on occasion will be required to do 

deliveries to France & Spain.

This will involve some manual handling.

Both full and part time positions available.

For further information please 
email office@pdkshelfish.com

REQUIRE

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 
(17TH EDITION)

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
360° EXCAVATOR OPERATOR
CHERRY PICKER OPERATOR

DRIVING LICENCE & RELEVANT 
CERTIFICATES

 ESSENTIAL FOR ALL POSITIONS
APPLICATIONS/ CV TO

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk
www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

Modern Apprentice Business 
and Administration

Fixed Term   Full Time   £8,190
Oban Learning Centre

Closing date for applications 21/09/2017

We are seeking a reliable and enthusiastic 
young person to join our busy team in Oban. 

The successful applicant should have a keen 
willingness to learn, have good organisational, 
communication and IT skills.

The post will provide experience in a wide 
range of tasks involved in running an office 
including general reception and admin duties; 
providing support to students and staff; 
invigilation of exams; cash handling; evening 
class inductions; assisting in marketing and 
promotion of the college and providing support 
with IT and facility problems. 

The successful applicant would be working 
with the Centre team but also should have the 
ability to work on their own. 

Some evening work will be required.

Applications forms can be found online at 
https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/staff/vacancies/

and should be emailed to 
Lorna.McDonald@uhi.ac.uk

Senior Aerodrome Flight Information 
Services Officer/Admin Officer

Islay Airport
Competitive Salary / Full-time

Are you looking for an interesting and varied role combining different 
duties which will allow you to gain new skills?  Want to be part of a 
close knit team that supports their local community and provides life line 
services?  Then this could be the role for you!
This role combines flight information services duties, for which full 
training will be provided, alongside some administrative duties.
You’ll provide Flight Information Services and Meteorological Information 
to aircraft to assist pilots approaching the Airport and manoeuvring on 
the airfield.  You’ll therefore be required to pass a Civil Aviation Authority 
Medical plus examinations associated with holding the FISO license 
and a Meteorological course.  You’ll also provide administrative support 
to each of the airport departments so good IT and administration skills 
are essential.
Self-motivated, with the ability to work calmly whilst under pressure and 
on your own initiative, safety will be your focus. 
It’s really important that you have a flexible approach and attitude to 
your work and are willing to work shifts which include early starts and 
late finishes, as well as weekends.  Sometimes flights can be delayed 
and of course the weather can disrupt things, so your flexibility will also 
involve you working late at short notice.   You’ll also work on an ‘on call’ 
basis so must live within close travelling distance of the airport and be 
able to respond quickly when called out.
In return we offer a great benefits package, including good salary and 
allowances, generous annual leave entitlement, a company pension, 
ongoing learning and development opportunities plus an employee 
assistance programme which both you and your family can use.
You’ll be joining a great team, who does truly worthwhile work – could 
you be the next addition? Find out more and apply online at https://
hialcareers.co.uk/jobs  by 24 September 2017.

Closing date: Friday 15 September 2017

To apply visit 
our website

Home Carer (Permanent, Part-Time)
£17,305 - £18,887 pro-rata Isle of Mull Ref: HAW00704
20 Hours per week

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Closing date: Friday 15 September 2017

To apply visit 
our website

Driver/Pupil Escort 
(Permanent, Part-time/term-time)
£15,819 - £16,765 Oban – Kerrera – Park PS Ref: CTF01155
12.25 Hours per week

Driver/Pupil Escort 
(Permanent, Part-time/term-time)
£15,819 - £16,765  Dunbeg to Oban Primary Campus Ref: CTF01195
12.25 Hours per week

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Job vacancies at 
Dunstaffnage Marina

Accountant
The office team require an experienced and 

fully qualified accountant 3 days a week. 
Rate per hour TBD. 

Slip Hand
Assisting with Marina Duties such as 

launching/slipping of boats.
Must have experience with boats, ropes, tying 

knots, full driving licence, customer service 
experience 

Full time hours. Rate per hour TBC.

Advertising and 
Administration Executive

The Arran Banner is one of Scotland’s best performing newspapers in 
terms of both print and digital readership. The Arran Banner is part of 
Wyvex Media, a major independent publisher of newspapers, magazines 
and tourism publications in Scotland.

If you’ve got energy, drive and determination and love the idea of working 
for your local newspaper, then we’d love to hear from you. Advertising 
sales experience would be a real bonus, but the ability to have a really 
good conversation with people at all levels is equally important.

You will be responsible for all aspects of advertising and administration 
duties. You will be representing our range of award winning publications, 
off ering high quality advertising packages to local businesses.

You will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.

You will be based on the island of Arran with excellent basic salary plus 
bonus schemme. Benefits include Private Health Care, Pensions and 
good holidays.

Please apply to with CV and covering letter to Nicky Murphy - or call 
for an initial chat on 01631 568000

 

 
Environmental Project Coordinator 
 
 
Location: Flexible 
 Salary £Competitive 

 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for an Environmental 
Project Co-ordinator to join our Environmental Team, 
delivering environmental projects to progress the 
development of new and existing sites. This role will 
involve the full completion of local authority planning 
applications.  Including screening, scoping and public 
consultation, and the preparation of environmental 
impact assessments to produce environmental 
statements in line with statutory and advisory 
requirements. Aquaculture or EIA experience is essential 
although additional training may be provided.  
 

Rhian Chamberlain, The Scottish Salmon Company 
1 Marybank Estate, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DB 
Tel: 01499 600 601   northrecruitment@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Wednesday 20 September 2017 

Environmental Officer 
 Location: Flexible 
 Salary £Competitive 

 This role will manage, maintain and optimise our legislative 
compliance for the continuation of fish farming upon 
existing and future sites through prescribed documented 
submissions and active consultation with stakeholders. In 
return we offer a competitive salary package and excellent 
training and career development opportunities. To request 
an application form and/or a detailed job specification for 
either role, please contact: 

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.orgNOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL

LOVE HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your 
favourite countryside 

business for a 
Scottish Rural Award

categories 
include
Artisan Food
Artisan Drink
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org

categories 

business start up
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RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number

17/03365/FUL

17/03838/FUL

Development  Address

Land 40M SW of 8B Blar 
Mhor Industrial Estate, 
Lochyside, Fort William

Land at Allt Feith A Chatha, 
NW of Glenfinnan

Proposal Description

Erection of Storage Warehouse

Construction of earth 
embankments (dams), associated 
spillways, pipework and 
construction access track

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk
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First registration 
of a croft

Philip Knight has registered 
his croft 25 Auchinahard, 
Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 17, 
2018

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4246.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

P Johnston
Croft 2 Lettershuna, 
Lismore & Appin
80753
0.114 ha
Reason – Site for a new 
dwelling house
Condition – Fencing  

Full details at www.
crof ting.scotland.gov.
uk

First registration 
of a croft

Robert Langan has 
registered their croft 21 
Lower Inveroy, Kilmonivaig 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by February 16, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4036.

First registration 
of a croft

Mr David James Craig has 
registered his croft,  Croft 
1 Lettershuna, Lismore 
& Appin on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 25th May 
2018.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C4334.

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

GRAZING SHARE
John MacLean is applying 
to the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of the grazing 
share pertaining to the 
croft at 7 Treslaig (share) 
to Donald Dixon in the 
Treslaig common grazing 
of 7 Treslaig, Fort William.
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@croftingscotland.gov.
uk by October 5, 2017.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/02159/PP Alterations and extensions to hotel Tigh An Truish Hotel Clachan Seil 
Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4QZ

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

17/01916/PP Replacement of existing flat roof 
(including installation of two 
replacement rooflights) and 
installation of new window in rear 
extension

8 Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4RQ 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

17/01917/LIB Internal alterations, replacement of 
existing flat roof (including 
installation of two replacement 
rooflights) and installation of new 
window in rear extension

8 Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4RQ 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

17/01664/PP Installation of 49kw wind turbine 
– 33 metres high to blade tip.

Land Approx 250 Metres North East 
Of Culcharron Farm Benderloch 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1RZ

Sub Post Office Connel

17/02135/PP Erection of 4 dwellinghouses, 
installation of septic tanks and 
formation of vehicular access

Land South Of 1 Balinoe Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll And Bute 

Tiree Area Office

17/02185/PP Installation of external stairs. Commissioners Of Northern 
Lighthouses Gallanach Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4LS 

Oban Area Office

17/02089/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of sewage treatment 
plant and formation of new 
vehicular access.

Land South West Of Kilnave Gruinart 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

17/02158/PP Erection of dwellinghouse. Plot 4 Imeraval Port Ellen Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Ellen

17/02091/PP Erection of replacement storage 
building.

Barn At Lower Tervine Farm 
Kilchrenan Argyll And Bute PA35 
1HE 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

17/01999/PP Erection of 2no buildings. Tobermory Water Treatment Works 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute PA75 6QF 

Tobermory Area Office

17/02051/PP Erection of a 6no flats and 7no 
dwellinghouses, installation of 
septic tank and associated 
infrastructure.

Former Ossians Retirement Home 
North Connel Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Connel

17/02157/LIB Internal and external alterations 
and extensions to hotel

Tigh An Truish Hotel Clachan Seil 
Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4QZ

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

17/01774/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
garage (retrospective) amended 
scheme to planning permission 
16/02659/PP

Plot 1 East Of Gortanachuirn Farm 
Bruichladdich Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute PA49 7UN 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

17/02194/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of sewage treatment 
plant and formation of vehicular 
access

Land East Of Loch Creran View 
Barcaldine Oban Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Connel

17/02214/PP Renewal of planning permission 
14/02045/PP (Erection of gate 
house).

Land South West Of Dunollie House 
Ganavan Road Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 5TT 

Oban Area Office

17/02107/PP Erection of telecommunications 
equipment compound with 20 
metre high lattice tower and 
associated works

Land West Of Dalavich 
Telecommunications Mast Dalavich 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered 
a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence 
will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 
REPAIRS TO EXISTING SLIPWAY, CUAN 

SLIPWAY, ISLE OF SEIL, ARGYLL
Notice is hereby given that Argyll & Bute Council has applied to the 
Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of repairs to existing slipway at:

Cost £30,000

Location Latitude Longitude

Cuan Slipway, Isle of 
Seil, Argyll

Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

56° 16.098’ N 005° 37.745’ W

56° 16.068’ N 005° 37.767’ W

56° 16.066’ N 005° 37.759’ W

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Cuan Ferry 
Offices.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
MCMS No. 06341 
Applicant: Argyll & Bute Council
To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL (QUEENS PARK PLACE, STATION 
ROAD AND RAILWAY STATION ACCESS ROAD, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC)(NO.2) ORDER 2017
On Monday 4th September 2017, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause 
or permit to be driven any vehicle, with the exception of emergency 
services vehicles, through the entire length of Queens Park Place, Station 
Road and Railway Station Access Road, Oban in order to permit the 
holding of a Motor-fest on or near those roads.
The restrictions, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, will be 
in operation between 1000 hours and 1630 hours on Sunday  
17th September 2017.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A82 TRUNK ROAD (INNIS NA BIRLINN) (TEMPORARY 30MPH AND 
20MPH SPEED RESTRICTION AND TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON USE 
OF ROAD) ORDER 2017
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have made the 
above Order, under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 14(1)(b) and (4) of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, which will have the effect of 
imposing speed restrictions of 30mph and 20mph on that length of  
the A82 Dalnotter to Inverness Trunk Road from a point 460 metres  
or thereby north-northeast of the extended centre line of the junction 
with the A861 to a point 1090 metres or thereby north east of that 
junction, at Innis Na Birlinn Cemetery, a distance of 465 metres or 
thereby.
The Order will also have the effect of restricting the use of parts of  
the that length of the A82 Dalnotter to Inverness Trunk Road from  
a point 800 metres or thereby north-northeast of the extended centre 
line of the junction with the A861 to a point 930 metres or thereby 
north east of that junction, at Innis Na Birlinn Cemetery, a distance of 
150 metres or thereby.
The order will be in place from 11th September 2017 to  
13th September 2017 and is required to ensure that a roadside 
interview survey may be undertaken safely. A risk to staff working 
within the site has been identified while traffic is travelling at the 
normal road speed. 
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route for traffic during the restriction is not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291 
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk  
roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
P JUNIK 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,  
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (B8005 GAIRLOCHY – LOCH ARKAIG) (TEMPORARY ROAD 
CLOSURE) ORDER 2017

On Fifth September 2017 The Highland Council made the above Order in terms of 
Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, to enable contractors a safe 
working zone to carry out essential works for KN Networks  
The use by vehicles of the length of road specified in the Schedule hereto is 
prohibited during the period the above Order is in force from 8am on Wednesday 27th 
September, 2017 until 6pm on Friday 29th September 2017. Access will be provided 
for emergency service vehicles and pedestrians. A signed diversion route will be in 
place for all other vehicles. 
No HGV’s or Coaches will be able to access the B8005 from the A82/B8004 Commando 
Memorial junction.  They will be diverted via the A82 to Lochybridge roundabout, and then 
via the A830 to the B8004 to Banavie – Gairlochy road (15.5 miles), all other vehicles will 
be diverted via the south westerly spur of the B8004 Gairlochy Triangle.
A copy of the Order can be inspected at the Service Point, Lochaber House, High 
Street, Fort William, on weekdays during normal office hours. 
<date> Mrs Lesley Howie, Legal Manager Highland Council HQ, Glenurquhart Road, 
Inverness 2017 
SCHEDULE
Road 
B8005 Gairlochy – Loch Arkaig
Commencing at its double junction with the Banavie - Gairlochy - Spean Bridge road 
(B8004), extending in a north easterly direction for 278.5 metres.

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Marine Husbandry Staff
Isle of Mull, Fiunary 
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior 
quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing industry 
leading and highly personal development paths which build into 
fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing our 
industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would very 
much like to hear from you.

Experienced Husbandry
Earnings Potential for this Role: £27,000 + Bonus

Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry role should have 
at least 1.5 years’ practical salmon farming experience and are looking 
to develop into a practical specialisation of Feed, Fish Health or Net 
Management.  

You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range 
of farming disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite 
assessment, boat handling skills, feeding system and boat maintenance 
whilst being proactive in health and safety.  

Above all you should have the drive and ambition to further your career 
through training and development.  A formal boat qualification would 
be desirable. 

Trainee Husbandry
Earnings Potential for this Role: £23,750 + Bonus

Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career 
in the Aquaculture Industry.  We are looking for ambitious individuals 
who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have high 
expectations for themselves and of their employer.  In return, we will 
provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through your first months 
of employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick 
start your fish farming career. 

In return, Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration 
package including pension scheme, life cover, discretionary bonus, 
occupational health support, subsidized gym membership and cycle 
to work.

A full clean drivers licence is essential. 

If you would like to be considered for this vacancy, please contact 
Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or 
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date for applications: Thursday 14th September 2017.

Fyne Game Ltd
Inveraray

Driver required
Class 2, must have 
CPC and Digicard

and be physically fit.
Please call 01499 302666

Closing date: Friday 22nd September 2017.
To apply visit 
our website

Driver/Pupil Escort
(12.25 hours, Permanent, Term Time)
£16,167 - £17,112 (pro rata),  Dervaig PS, Isle of Mull Ref: CTF01039
Living Wage of £8.45 per hour applies

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs



View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Call now for more details 
on how to advertise in 
our property section 

and online
01631 568000

FLAT 1 STEVENSON HOUSE, OBAN

PCM £550 
Located in Oban town centre, this modern, first floor flat 
comprises of 2 double bedrooms both with built-in large 
wardrobes, bathroom, lounge and kitchen. Double Glazing 
throughout and Electric heating. Unfurnished. On-street 
permit parking available. Excludes Utilities & Council Tax 
(Band D).  Available September.

• First Floor Flat
• 2 bedroom/1 bathroom
•  Unfurnished
•  Long Term Let
•  EPC Rating - C
•  LL REG 91986/130/31040

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments

 FREE Valuations

 Professional Service

 Experienced Local Team

 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on
www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

WHAT CAN YOU DO IF YOUR 
TENANT IS BREAKING THE 
TERMS OF TENANCY?

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

Every landlord dreams of an 
ideal tenant in their property, 
but even if you have done your 
due diligence, issues can arise. 
Perhaps they have let the rent 
payments lapse, or they got a 
pet after you specifi cally said 
they aren’t allowed. Or maybe 
they just aren’t looking after the 
property to a good standard. 
When this happens, don’t panic. 
Many issues can be easily 
resolved with a quick phone 
call. It’s easy to do this- it could 
be that they are not aware they 
are breaking the rules, so an 

honest discussion just might be 
the ticket. At any rate, making 
them aware of the problem is 
the fi rst step to a resolution. With 
any discussion, make sure you 
agree a timescale for the tenant 
to rectify the issue and follow up 
afterwards.
If this doesn’t resolve the matter 
or you don’t receive a response, 
then the next step is to write a 
letter. This should clearly outline 
the issues you have identifi ed, 
what you need them to do and a 
timescale for them to complete it. 
Most issues are resolved in this 
way, however should the issue 
continue, it is best to consult 
expert advice either a solicitor 
or property professional. You 
can then discuss the issue fully 
and create an informed plan. We 
frequently help Landlords with 
many rental issues. Managing 
over 180 properties, there isn’t 
much we haven’t seen! Having 
issues? Give our experienced 
Lettings Team a call today.

MCCALLS TERRACE, OBAN

PCM £625 
Beautiful 2 bedroom, semi-detached house, located in a 
quiet cul-de-sac just a few minutes’ walk from nearby 
supermarkets, train station and town centre. This main 
door house benefits from on-street car parking and a large 
garden to the rear of the property. Deposit and full references 
required.

• Semi Detached House
• 2bed/2 bath
• Long Term Let
• Furnished
• EPC Rating - 66
• Landlord Registration 

579539/130/30081

WOOD COTTAGE, TOBERMORY

 OIEO £235,000
Wood Cottage is a an extended traditional property set in 0.33 acre 
close to Tobermory, with uninterrupted sea views over the Sound 
of Mull and Ardnamurchan Peninsula. The cottage, which has 
been sympathetically extended and well maintained throughout, 
comprises a big but cosy lounge where there is potential to make 
use of the current chimney and install a wood-burning stove. 
A superb dining room enjoys the spectacular sea views to the 
front of the cottage. Leading off the dining room is the small but 
functional kitchen, which benefits from plentiful natural light.

• Extended Traditional Cottage
• 2-3 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
• Stunning Sea Views
• Unique & Private Position
• Close to Tobermory
• EPC Rating - E39

CRAIGNEUK, BENDERLOCH

 OIEO £490,000
Craigneuk offers an amazing opportunity to purchase a spacious, 
traditional property enjoying stunning sea views from almost 
every room and only a short walk from the beach. The property 
has been let as a successful holiday let but is equally suited to 
being a permanently family home. Part of Craigneuk’s charm is 
that despite its size, it retains a cosy and homely feel by having 
multiple reception rooms. Additionally, the layout ensures the 
interior is bathed in natural light throughout the afternoon and 
evening. 

• Detached Extended Traditional House
• 5 Bedrooms/ 2 Family 

Bathrooms / 1 WC
• Stunning SEA VIEWS
• Well maintained throughout
• Established Holiday Let
• EPC Ratable value £4,000

FAIRHAVEN, GLENCRUITTEN ROAD, OBAN

Guide Price £200,000 
Fair Haven is a well-proportioned family home located only a short 
walk from all of Oban’s amenities. The ground floor comprises 
a large conservatory which is currently used as a bright lounge 
area which benefits from patio doors which lead out to the garden 
area. There is also a large dining room, well-appointed kitchen and 
double bedroom on the ground floor. Upstairs there are a further 
three double bedrooms (1 ensuite) and a family bathroom. The 
property benefits from double glazing throughout with heating and 
hot water provided via a mains gas boiler.

• Link detached House
• 4 Bedroom/2 Bathroom
• Easy walking distance to 

the town
• Off road parking
• Large Conservatory
• EPC Rating - F

RED ROOFS, ISLE OF TIREE

Asking Price £125,000
A traditional 3 bedroom house is nestled in the machair only a 
short walk from the beautiful Balevullin Beach. Named due to 
its striking red roof, Red Roofs offers an excellent opportunity 
to create a beautiful island home. On entering through the 
main front door, you enter the spacious porch, which leads to 
the central hallway. Off from the hall there are two reception 
rooms, both boasting open fireplaces and dual aspect windows, 
allowing you to enjoy views across the machair.

• Traditional Link Croft House
• 3 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
• In need of modernisation
• Beautiful situation
• Short walk from Balevullin 

Beach
• EPC Rating - F

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           
PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL , market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and fl yers 
from Krisp Print. Contact 
on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 WANTED
MOLEIGH From Moleigh 
recycling centre in Oban. 
Did you go there in Au-
gust? Did you buy there 
or take a Japanese wood 
cut picture in a teak frame 
with an image of Plum 
tree in blossom on it? 

And a label on the back 
saying “friendly garden”? 
If you have this picture 
please get in touch with 
me. Barbara, Telephone 
07796 893420.

 MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE 
bronze effect, mermaid 
on a shell pool with 3 
glass lights, photo avail-
able. Cost £350, sell 
for,  £99.99 Telephone 
01631 562750.

 MOBILITY
CARECO VICTORY 
SCOOTER  seldom 
used, Contact Mrs 
Gunn, Telephone 01631 
730128.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

CABERG MOTORBIKE 
HELMET Blue, Split 
face type,  £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001².
DEMON MOTORBIKE 
HELMET Silver, split 
face type,  £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001².

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

ANTIQUE ZITHER Sim-
ilar to small harp, plays 
well, £50 Tel 01631 
730323.

Oak, painted white, d 
18”, h39”, w39”, would 
clean back. 4 drawer 
bays, £25 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
EXPANDING DARK 
SMOKE Glass Top 
stainless steel kitchen 
table, 700mm square, 
£25 Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 697001.

THREE PIECE SUITE 
brown stripe fabric, 
very good condition, 
£300 Telephone 01586 
552424.

 GARDEN
RAIN HOPPERS Victori-
an cast iron rain hoppers 
for replacements on 
older houses or these 
make nice garden plant-
ers, £25 each Telephone 
01631 564578².
SUN LOUNGERS Mali-
bu black, set of two, 1 in 
excellent condition, 1 still 
in original wrapping, cost 
£50, sell for, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 562750.
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².

MOBILITY OBAN BLINDS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors

HOME IMPROVEMENTSMACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL

27CLASSIFIEDSThursday 7 September, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk
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VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

PERSONALS

HOUSE/OFFICE 
CLEARANCES

RESPECTFULLY CARRIED
OUT FREE ESTIMATE

T 01397 701960  
M 07391 021400 

CLEARANCES

SETTEE & 
CUDDLE 
CHAIR

3 seater & 1.5 
seater House of 
Windsor Argos 

settees. Virtually 
new. Buyer to 

collect

£300
Tel 01583 431521

COCKLES 
WANTED FRESH

LARGE HAND PICKED 
COCKLES £4.50 PER 

KILO. REQUIRE 50 -100 
KGS PER WEEK. MUST 
BE ACCOMPANIED BY 

RELEVANT MOVEMENT 
DOCUMENT. PHONE 

OGDEN 

TEL 07881 418565

TITAN 
MOBILITY 

POWER 
CHAIR

no longer required, 
buyer must collect, 

Helensburgh

COST £1,025
WILL ACCEPT 

£850
Tel 01436 672024

BLASTING & COATINGS SERVICES

Happy 21st Birthday
Morgan MacLennan
Lots of love Mum, Dad, 

Sophie,Buster, Nana, Grandad
 & Uncle Robert

xxx

CATHERINE STEVENSON
INVERLOCHY,  would like to thank

 everyone for their help and support at the time 
of her accident. In particular the emergency 
services and neighbours for their very quick 

response. Also doctors, nurses and staff of the 
Belford Hospital for the wonderful care and 
attention I received while there. Last but not 
least to my family and friends for the many 

fl owers, gifts, cards and visits I received all of 
which helped  with my speedy recovery.

  Once again a 
VERY BIG THANK YOU

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILDS COT and mat-
tress in pine with drop-
side. Seldom used at 
Granny’s house and in 
immaculate condition, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
562750.
FISHER-PRICE pre-
cious planet 2 in 1 wind 
up mobile, suitable for 
cot or buggy, £25 Tele-
phone 01631 562750.

 BICYCLES
GIRLS BIKE good 
condition, Age 5+, in 
Taynuilt, no offers, 
£20 Telephone 07950 
253281.
KIDS BIKE 12” 2 in 1 
b’twin woony. Balance 
bike which easy con-
verts to pedal bike. Will 
suit 3+ year old. Good 
condition, £45 ono Tele-
phone 07526 724597.

 BOOKS
PAPER BACKS selec-
tion of 30 paperbacks, 
varied authors, mostly 
new, bargain, no time 
wasters, £10 Telephone 
01631 720369.

 BUILDING / DIY
2 DOUBLE GLAZED 
WINDOWS sash and 
case type, white, 
1500mm X 900mm 
X 150mm, would 
suit older building, 
reasonable condition, 
£49 each Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
2 DOUBLE GLAZED 
WINDOWS sash and 
case type, white, 
1200mm X 900mm 
X 150mm, would 
suit older building, 
reasonable condition, 
£49 each Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
BATH PANEL white, to 
fi t standard bath, still 
wrapped, £10 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001².

GALVANISED ROOF-
ING FELT Clout Nails, 
20mm, large box, 
£20 Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 
697001².
RAIN HOPPERS Cast 
iron rain hoppers for 
replacement use. 
Victorian era. Priced at 
£25, Telephone 01631 
564578².
SILL LIGHT for illumi-
nating front of building. 
Large, £35 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes 
and styles, make lovely 
garden planters, prices 
from £40, Telephone 
01631 564578.
WORK OVERALLS 
Blue Dickies Redhawk, 
Medium, worn once, 
and Orange Ex North 
Sea Redwings, Medi-
um, Good condition, 
£10.00 each Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

CANNON LPG COOK-
ER Full size LPG Cook-
er. 4 burners, grill, self 
clean oven. Good clean 
condition, £65 Tele-
phone 01397 773121.
STAINLESS KITCHEN 
SINK Franke stainless 
steel 1.5 bowl sink unit 
& drainer with mixer 
taps, £35 Telephone 
01397 773121.

 DOMESTIC PETS
REGISTERED COLLIE 
DOG 7 months old  
ready for starting  of 
good working parents,  
Telephone 07919 
071747.

 FURNITURE
BLACK RECLINING 
CHAIR good condition, 
£120 ono Telephone 
01631 566001.
CHEST OF DRAWERS 

VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes 
and styles, make lovely 
garden planters, prices 
from £40,  Telephone 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².
WOODEN ROUND 
PATIO TABLE AND 6 
Wooden patio table 
1.6m/63”diameter, 6 
chairs, folding, weath-
ered, some wear, 
lazy susan, parasol, 
Alexander Rose make,  
£50 Telephone 01631 
770631.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

JONSERED STRIM-
MER good working 
order, £75 Telephone 
01631 710288.
MANTIS GARDEN RO-
TIVATOR with Honda 
engine, never used, 
£200 Telephone 01583 
421282.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK H 
- 30”, L - 43”, W - 17”, 
with pull out tray and 
two shelves, very good 
condition,  £20 Tele-
phone 01583 421282.

IKEA DESK Large Ikea 
desk, Beech fi nish, 
140cmx75cm, good 
condition, fl at packs 
for easy transportation, 
£15 Telephone 07833 
183238.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

ANTLER Large Suit-
case, expandable, 
73cm, £60 Telephone 
01546 602259².
ARMY RUCKSACK 
camoufl age and Rock-
trail Sleeping Bag, £35 
Telephone 01546 603189 
or 07767 697001².
FLADDEN RESCUE 
SYSTEM Jacket, large, 
hi-viz and blue, Bib 
and braces bottoms, 
blue, suit tall person, 
still wrapped, £60 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
HOT STICKS by Bab-
yliss, in carry case and in 
excellent condition, £25 
Telephone 01631 562750.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 
851868.

VIOLIN Old  labelled 
Stradivarius 150 years 
old  plays well, £99.99 
Telephone 01631 730323.

 PET 
ACCESSORIES

ROSEWOOD DOG 
CAGE 2 doors, medium, 
76cm X 52cm X 58cm,  
£20 Tel 01546 602259².
SMALL ANIMAL CAGE 
A Critter Nation Rat 
cage (Cageworld  ex-
cellent condition. Cost 
£145, including extras. 
Oban area, £85 Tele-
phone 07833 183238.

 POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure 
pullets, black or brown, 
ducks and sheds, Tele-
phone 01470 572213.



BIRTHS

DEATHS

CURRIE - Donald (Donnie) 
of “Camus Beag,” Gallanach 
Road, Oban, passed away 
peacefully at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital Oban on 
Tuesday, September 5, 2017. 
Beloved husband of 66 years 
to Fiona née Tindall. A 
dearly loved father to Fiona 
and Colin. Admired father-
in-law to Janet and Ronald. 
A devoted and loved Papa 
to Aileen, Niki, Laura and 
Colin. The Currie family 
would like to express their 
gratitude to family, friends 
and all who have provided 
caring support and friendship 
to Donnie over his 94 years.
EDGCOMB - Suddenly 
but peacefully at home, on 
Tuesday, August 29, 2017, 
Sandra, in her 71st year, 
beloved only daughter of the 
late James and Catherine 
Leitch. Sadly missed. Funeral 
will take place on Friday, 
September 8 at Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban, at 1.00pm, thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.
EZZI - After a short but 
brave battle with cancer, 
Ivan passed away peacefully 
at home on August 26, aged 
66. Beloved husband of 
Barbara, much loved father 
of Ian and Cara, and proud 
grandfather to James Ivan 
Ezzi, Ivan will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him. 
Private family funeral to be 
held in Edinburgh. Memorial 
event to be held at SAMS 
Marine Lab, October 28, 
2pm onwards, all welcome to 
attend.
FORBES - On August 31, 
2017, suddenly at home, 
David Forbes, aged 60 
years, beloved son of the 
late William and Gertrude 
Forbes, much loved brother of 
Donald, Ian and Alasdair and 
a dear friend of many.  Funeral 
service at Cumlodden Parish 
Church, (today) Thursday, 
September 7, at 12.00 noon, 
interment thereafter at 
Killeven Cemetery, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited.  Flowers welcome, 
donations if desired for the 
church.
GOURLAY - Suddenly at 
home in Appin, on Sunday 
August 27, 2017, Allison 
(née Cuthbertson), aged 47 
years. Much loved and sorely 
missed daughter, sister, 
wife, mum, granny, sister-
in-law, auntie and friend. 
Funeral service will be held 
in Appin Parish Church at 
1pm on Friday September 
8, 2017. Family fl owers only 
please, there will be a retiral 
collection for Chest, Heart 
and Stroke Scotland.

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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AMY KEENAN CAMPBELL
Graduated from University of Glasgow with an MSc in 

Sport Exercise, Science and Medicine. Amy is the daughter of 
Carol Campbell and Danny Keenan, granddaughter of Beatrice and 

Danny Keenan and Margaret and the late 
Len Campbell. Amy is a former pupil of Rockfi eld

 Primary School and Oban High School. 
Amy has now started a PhD at University of West of Scotland.

KATHERINE BILLIMORE
Graduated from University of Glasgow with BDS Bachelor 

of Dental Surgery, daughter of Colin and Elizabeth Billimore, 
granddaughter of the late Donald and Effi e MacLennan, 
Caolas-an-Eilean, Isle of Coll, and Bernard and Martha 

Billimore of Gourock. Katherine is a former pupil of Rockfi eld 
Primary and Oban High School. 

MACCOLL - Peacefully at 
the Mull and Iona Community 
hospital surrounded by his 
family on September 3, 2017, 
Angus J MacColl, Glengorm, 
Isle of Mull, aged 56 years. 
An amazing husband, dad, 
seannair, son, brother and 
uncle and very true friend 
to so many. Sorely missed 
with so much more to give. 
Funeral service to be held at 
Tobermory Parish Church on 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
at 11.30 am. Thereafter to 
Glengorm burial ground.
MACDONALD - John, aged 
59. Passed away suddenly 
after a tragic accident on 
August 26, 2017. Beloved 
son of Ina and the late John 
MacDonald and brother to 
Charlie, Catherine and Hazel. 
Will be sadly missed and 
fondly remembered by all 
family and friends. Funeral 
service to take place Friday 
September 8 at 12 noon in 
Kilmore Parish Church, 
Dervaig. Family fl owers only 
please.
MORRISON - Peacefully at 
home on August 29, 2017, Ian 
Morrison, Tobermory, Isle of 
Mull aged 80 years. Loving 
husband of Kay, dear dad 
and granddad. Sadly missed. 
Funeral service was held at 
Tobermory parish Church on 
Tuesday, September 5, 2017, 
thereafter to Tobermory Top 
Cemetery.
STUART - Catriona Mary, 
(née MacIntosh), Kilmore, 
(Retired Registrar), passed 
away peacefully at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on September 2, 2017, aged 
75 years. Beloved wife of 
John (Ian). Cousin and friend 
to many. Funeral service 
will take place at Kilmore 
Church, Kilmore, on Tuesday, 
September 12, 2017 at 1.00 
p.m. followed by interment at 

Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Retiral 
collection for Alzheimer 
Scotland.
WATSON - (neé Morrison). 
Rachel passed away 
peacefully on Friday August 
18, 2017 aged 70 years. A 
beloved wife, mother and 
grandmother who will 
be greatly missed. The 
committal will take place 
at Clachan Sands Cemetery 
on North Uist at 9.30am on 
Monday September 18, 2017.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

DUNCAN - Jeanmarie, 
Scott, Andrew, Ruaridh 
and family would like to 
thank everyone for kind 
expressions of sympathy by 
cards, letters, phone calls 
and visits following the 
sudden passing of Maurice. 
Thank you to everyone who 
attended the service at the 
Parish Church and graveside. 
Thanks to members of Oban 
and Lorn Strathspey and Reel 
Society for beautiful music at 
the service. Also to Archie 
McAllister for his playing 
and to Donnie Files for his 
playing at the graveside. 
The retiral collection for 
Stroke Association raised the 
magnifi cent sum of £599.55. 
Thank you everyone.
LIVINGSTONE – Iain, 
Andrew, and family of the 
late John would like to thank 
all relatives and friends 
for their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, phone 
calls, and support received 
following their recent sad 
loss. Special thanks to the 
medical and care staff from 
Appin, Lismore, and Glasgow 
who looked after dad over 
recent months. Special 
thanks to Rev Iain Barclay 
for his warm and comforting 
service, organist Anne 

Livingstone, Duncan Gunn 
for funeral arrangements, all 
who assisted and provided 
catering. Finally thanks to 
all who paid their respects at 
the church and graveside and 
generously donated £800 for 
Lismore Parish Church and 
Cancer Research UK.
MACCALLUM - Christine, 
Fiona and Stephen would like 
to thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, messages and 
support following the death 
of Sandy. Thanks to all those 
who were able to attend his 
funeral service, with special 
thanks to The Reverend 
Jenny Earl and all those 
who helped with the funeral 
arrangements.
MACNEIL - Mary Catherine 
and family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
and support extended to 
them personally, by cards, 
fl owers and telephone calls 
following their sad loss of 
Lachlan.  Grateful thanks 
Danny Balfour at Birchwood 
Highland and all staff in the 
Heather Suite at Meallmore 
Nursing Home, Daviot for 
their care and attention.  
Special thanks to Father 
Domenico Zanre and Father 
John Paul MacKinnon for 
their comforting Mass, to 
D. Chisholm & Sons for 
their funeral guidance and 
to Marion and colleagues at 
the Heathbank Hotel for the 
catering.  Finally, thanks to 
all those who came to pay 
their last respects to Lachlan 
and to those who gave 
generously towards the Barra 
Hospice Fund, raising £385.
McNEILL (Colonsay) - 
Margaret and family wish 
to thank most sincerely 
everyone for their support, 
cards, letters, phone calls 

RUARI JESPERSEN
Graduated from Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen with 
a BA in Management with First Class Honours. Ruari is the 
son of Erik and Pauline and brother of Sam and Ross. He 

attended Park Primary and Oban High School and will shortly 
commence a graduate job with Shell Oil in Aberdeen

MCDOUGALL
James and Christine are 
delighted to announce 

the arrival of their baby, 
Jack Murdo, born on 
August 15. An adored 
grandchild for Murdo 

and Morag MacKenzie, 
Oban, and James and 

Joyce McDougall, Islay. 
With immense gratitude 

to the outstanding QEUH 
maternity team.

and fl owers following their 
recent sad loss of Donald. 
Our special thanks go to the 
medical teams in Colonsay, 
Dingwall and to the wonderful 
Marie Curie nurses who’s 
help was invaluable. Thanks 
to Kevin Byrne for a lovely 
service and to Caitlin for the 
beautiful music, also to those 
who paid their respects at the 
church and graveside. Thanks 
to everyone’s generosity, £500 
has been donated to Marie Curie.

MEMORIAMS

CLARK - Fondest memories 
of Neil, dearly loved husband, 
father, father-in-law, granddad 
and pappy, passed away 
September 7, 2016.
Sorely missed by us all.
- Helen and family, Oban, 
Blandford and New Zealand.
CRAVEN - In memory of 
our brother Billy who passed 
away on September 3, 2009.
Every day in some small way 
Memories of you come our way.
- Marleen and Allan
MACDONALD - Kelly 
Marie. June 11, 1986 - 
September 9, 2015
You left us beautiful memories
And although we cannot see you
You are always in our thoughts.
- Mum, dad and Shaun xx
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Kelly, who died 
September 9, 2015.
We miss you so much.
- Granny and Graham.
MACDONALD - Kelly.
The depth of sorrow we 
cannot tell
Of the loss of one we loved 
so well
And while she sleeps a 
peaceful sleep
Her memory we shall always 
keep.
Love and miss you.
- Sand, Arth and Gary, 
Kinlochleven xxx

MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
Margaret (nèe Lawrie), who 
passed away September 8, 2013.
Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps her near.
- Love Mary and Colin, 
William and Rosalyn and 
families.
MACDOUGALL - 
Remembering with all our 
love William Rose, died 
September 13, 1970 and 
Peteressa (née Currie) died 
September 7, 2003.
- Inserted by their family, 
Duncan, Mary, Margaret 
and grandchildren Scott and 
Jenny.
MACFARLANE - 
Treasured memories of 
Alexander (Bachie), a 
much loved husband, father 
and grandfather who slept 
peacefully away September 
3, 2016. 
To live in the hearts you 
leave behind is not to die. 
Life is not forever. Love is. 
- Loved Always, Cathie, 
Alex, Catherine Ann and 
families. xx
McCOWAN - In memory 
of my dear husband John who 
passed away September 12, 2016.
Quietly today your memory 
we treasure
Missing you always, forgetting 
you never.
- Jan, Alison, Lesley and 
families.
MOYES - In loving memory 
of Ted, who passed away on 
September 9, 2014, loving 
husband of Flora, wonderful 
dad and grampa of Anne, 
Caroline, Ted and family.
Time rolls on but memories 
last 
Sunshine passes, shadows fall
Love, remembrance outlasts 
all.
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Golf news

Tobermory

Glencruitten

Taynuilt

DalmallyFootball

COLLAGE Cup first round -
1 David Howie 65-03=62; 
2 Rob Graham 78-14=64; 3 
Robbie MacLarty 72-08=64;  
4 Robert MacLarty 76-12=64;
5 Mark Henricksen 72-08=64.

MacDougall Cup first round 
and medal - 1 Allan Stewart 
70-13=57; 2 Mark Grant 
78-14=64;  3 Ian MacMillan 
77-13=64 .

Saints’ new signing Ally McKerracher, right, the former Dumbarton striker, with mid� eld colleague 
Keith Millar during last Saturday’s Scottish Amateur Cup tie against Mauchline United. 

Match report and photos: Derek Black

Craig MacEwan and Fraser MacFarlane congratulate Shaun 
MacIver on his opening goal.

MacEwan hat-trick helps Saints 
safely through to second round

Oban Bowling Club recently held their triples competition for the George Main Trophy and after a number of competitive games the victors were Ian Weir, Anne Stewart 
(skip)  and John Fairly. On Sunday September 3 the very popular Boyd Fours trophy took place and after the qualifying rounds two teams contested the � nal which saw 

Anne MacDougall (skip), Alex Carmichael, Rosemary Miller and Mike Kelly come out on top against Maureen Goldie (skip), Donna MacLean, Bill Goldie and Emma Gargan.     

GENTS September Medal 
- 1 Tom Nunn 83-13-70; 2 
William MacCrone 77-06-71; 3 
Graham Davidson 82-08-74.

Ladies nine-hole September 
medal - 1 Kathy McAdam 
47-11-36; 2 Doris Hargreaves 
59-18-41; 3 Jennifer Jack 
51-07-44.

THE ANNUAL Marie 
Curie Shield Mixed Pairs 
Competition at Dalmally on 
Sunday September 3 attracted 
a good field in mixed weather 
conditions.

The course played reasonably 
well and, as one commentator 
put it, ‘the greens were 
amazing – a tribute to the 
greenkeeping team’.  The 
event was much enjoyed by 
everyone with catering up 
to the usual high Dalmally 
standards and, importantly, it 
raised £100 for the wonderful 
Marie Curie charity. 

The winners were William 
Dougal and Ann Munro with 
34 points and Jim Livingstone 
and Lilly McKay, as runner-up 
with 30 points.

Gents’ medal qualifier 5 - 1 
W Dougal  64 (12); 2  J Tollan 
67 (18); 3  G Melvin  68 (6). 

Winners of the Marie Curie Shield mixed pairs held at Dalmally 
golf club: Jim Livingstone, Ann Munro, William Dougal 

and Lily McKay.

TWICE beaten semi-finalists 
Oban Saints returned to the 
Scottish Amateur Cup trail 
last Saturday when they hosted 
Mauchline United in a first 
round tie at Glencruitten.
 The visitors, whose small but 
vocal support, were enjoying 
the Oban sunshine, kicked off 
attacking the Mossfield end, 
however, it was Saints who 
were first to threaten. Willie 
Gemmell sent a free-kick from 
just inside the Mauchline half 
and wide on the right into the 
visitors’ box for new signing 
Ally McKerracher who flicked 
Willie Gemmell’s free-kick 
to Craig MacEwan but Craig 
couldn’t get the better of 
Mauchline right back Ryan 
O’Donnell who saw the danger 
out.

The early pressure bore 
fruit for Saints in the seventh 
minute when Shaun MacIver 
burst through on the end of a 
Craig MacEwan pass to fire 
the ball into the roof of the net 
from 18 yards after good work 
in midfield from Keith Millar 
and Ally McKerracher.

McKerracher almost made 
it two 60 seconds later cutting 

in from the right and flashing a 
low shot across the face of goal 
and narrowly wide of  Andrew 
Clark’s right-hand post.

A heavy challenge on Mat-
thew Kelly on the half-way line 
by John Rutherford earned the 
Mauchline defender a stern 
talking-to from referee Tony 
McCann as the visitors battled 
to get a foothold in the game.

A sloppy five-minute spell 
from Saints gave Mauchline 
increased confidence and 
almost cost the home side the 
lead. In the 20th minute David 
Howat made a terrific run up 
the right wing and fizzed a low 
cross along the six-yard line 
inches away from skipper Liam 
O’Donnell.

Saints capitalised fully on 
this let-off with O’Donnell’s 
opposite number Craig MacE-
wan rounding off an excellent 
move for the first of his three 
goals. MacEwan sent Fraser 
MacFarlane scurrying forward 
on the right but, with his path 
blocked by Steven Leitch, the 
Saints wide man turned back 
inside and laid the ball back 
to Keith Millar. Millar kept 
the ball moving across to the 
left for Daniel Croarkin who 
in turn picked out Ally McK-
erracher. McKerracher split 
Ryan O’Donnell and Campbell 

Thomson with a perfectly 
weighted pass through the 
inside left channel for Craig 
MacEwan who slotted past 
Andrew Clark from eight yards 
beating the Mauchline keeper 
at his near post.

Fraser MacFarlane came the 
width of the post away from 
increasing Saints’ lead in the 
29th minute. Ally McKerrach-
er hurdled three challenges 
before picking out Fraser 
MacFarlane coming in from 
the right. Fraser’s shot beat 
Andrew Clark low down to his 
left but struck the outside of 
the near post and flew behind 
for a goal kick

McKerracher’s direct running 
continued to pose problems for 
the Mauchline defence with 
Andrew Clark having to come 
quickly off his line to smother 
at the Saints man’s feet in the 
32nd minute.

With experienced duo Willie 
Gemmell and Keith Millar 
rolling back the years and 
pulling the strings in midfield 
Saints continued to push for-
ward looking to kill the tie off 
before the half-time whistle. 
Daniel Croarkin linked up 
with Craig MacEwan on the 
left who turned inside and sent 
an excellent diagonal ball into 
the box for Ally McKerracher 
to fire inches wide of the keep-
er’s left hand post.

Another driving run from 
McKerracher in the 41st min-
ute saw the Saints midfielder 
delicately lift the ball over the 
advancing Andrew Clark but 
unfortunately also just over the 
crossbar.

At the other end the visitors 
gave Saints a reminder of their 
threat on the break when Liam 
O’Donnell sent a low shot 
inches wide of the right hand 
post of Saints keeper Graham 
Douglas.

Saints began the second half 
still very much on the front foot 
with Ally McKerracher win-
ning a free kick 32 yards out 
which Willie Gemmell scuffed 
wide of Andrew Clark’s right 
hand post.

Keith Millar joined the attack 
after five second half minutes 
feeding Fraser MacFarlane but 
not receiving the return pass 
he had hoped for as Fraser 
pushed into the box himself be-

fore over running the ball and 
allowing Campbell Thomson to 
make the interception.

Keith Millar then sent Fraser 
MacFarlane in behind the 
Mauchline back four with a 
well-measured pass in the 
54th  minute from where the 
Saints wide man showed good 
composure to square the ball 
to the unmarked Craig MacE-
wan who, with the keeper left 
stranded, gratefully rolled the 
ball into the unguarded net for 
Saints third goal. Only a terrific 
sliding interception by John Ru-
therford on Ally McKerracher 
denied Saints a quick fire fourth 
when Ally once again drove 
at the heart of the Mauchline 
defence from the restart.

Presentable chances for Mac-
Ewan, MacFarlane, MacIver 
and McKerracher all came 
and went before manager Alex 
Craik signalled to the bench to 
ready the first changes in the 
72nd minute. Daniel Croarkin, 
who had picked up an ankle 
injury, and Ally McKerracher, 

who made an impressive return 
to the side made way for new 
signings Craig MacMillan 
and Ruaridh Horne. The 
replacements took up the full 
back berths with Matthew 
Kelly moving into midfield to 
take up the position vacated by 
McKerracher.

With fifteen minutes remain-
ing a sublime piece of trickery 
by Craig MacEwan on the bye-
line took out Mauchline keeper 
Andrew Clark. Unfortunately 
it also caught Shaun MacIver 
on the back foot and the big 
striker was fractionally too slow 
to reach Craig’s ball from an 
acute angle allowing John Ru-
therford to get back and make 
the block at the back post.

MacIver was on his toes 
three minutes later bursting 
into the box where Andrew 
Clark sent him tumbling for 
a penalty kick. Mr McCann 
showed Clark the yellow card 
before Craig MacEwan hit the 
outside of the post from 12 
yards after sending Clark in 

the wrong direction. Despite a 
dominant performance, Saints 
didn’t have things all their own 
way and were indebted to Craig 
Campbell for a double block on 
Liam O’Donnell and Darren 
McGill in the 83rd minute.

In the final minute Willie 
Gemmell expertly lifted a 
free-kick into the box for Craig 
MacEwan who turned away 
from Ryan O’Donnell and Ste-
ven Leitch and, from six yards, 
slotted past Andrew Clark to 
clinch his hat-trick and make 
the final score 4-0.

Saints Manager Alex Craik 
will be delighted by the pro-
gress made by his side in the last 
two games and more especially 
with the clean sheet. A sterner 
test awaits Saints in their next 
fixture where they welcome 
reigning Premier Division 
Champions St Joseph’s FP to 
Glencruitten on Saturday, kick-
off 2pm. Referee in charge is 
Peter Laing.

ANDREW McHardie won the 
Stableford finals at Glencruit-
ten Golf Club on Saturday 
with a total of 36 points. James 
Scott was runner-up with 35 
points.  Andrew also won the 
Ginty Trophy with a score of 
73 – 11 = 62. James Scott was 
again runner-up with a score of 
88 – 25 = 63.

The Medal finals take place 
on Saturday and the Glencruit-
ten Family Cup takes place on 
Sunday.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2450
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

K Cameron
Drynie Avenue
Inverness

I Brown
Seaview Terrace
Easdale
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Women’s shinty takes centre stage

The victorious Skye team with the Valerie Fraser Cup. Photographs: Neil Paterson.

Skye captain Lorna Macrae lifts the Valerie Fraser Cup.

A jubilant Glengarry team with the Marine Harvest Challenge Cup.

SKYE Camanachd won the 
Marine Harvest Valerie Fraser 
Cup and Glengarry lifted the 
Marine Harvest Challenge Cup 
as women’s shinty took centre 
stage on Saturday September 2.

Marine Harvest 
Valerie Fraser    
Cup � nal
Skye Camanachd 6
Lochaber 1
Skye Camanachd won the Ma-
rine Harvest Valerie Fraser Cup 
for the first time with a 6-1 win 
over Lochaber in the final at An 
Aird.

A good-sized crowd gathered 
for this show-piece occasion 
which included a children’s 
banner parade ahead of throw-
up with Ardnamurchan Primary 
School judged to have the best 
display. 

The match was a repeat of the 
2016 final when four-goal Kirsty 
Delaney helped Lochaber se-
cure a 4-2 victory. This was the 
first time the sides had met since 
that day and Skye captain Lorna 
MacRae, who scored both her 
team’s goals 12 months earlier, 
was to play a key role.

Ahead of throw-up, the players 
were piped onto the field and 
they, along with managers 
Robbie Gordon and Michael 
Delaney, were introduced to 
Iain Fraser from sponsors 
Marine Harvest and Women’s 
Camanachd Association presi-
dent Lisa MacColl. 

Skye took the lead after three  
minutes. Caitlin MacLean’s 
low shot from distance was 
saved with her feet by Lochaber 
keeper Aeleen Campbell but 
Lorna MacRae was quickly in 
to bundle the rebound over the 
line. 

Lorna MacRae doubled Skye’s 
advantage on 17 minutes when 
she collected a low Caitlin Ma-
cLean pass from the right and 
took a touch to the left before 
her back-hand effort beat the 
keeper. 

Alison MacVicar gave Loch-
aber hope on 23 minutes when 
she sent the ball low into the net 
after Skye keeper Sarah-Jane 
Ferguson had saved a Kirsty 
Delaney effort following a free-
hit on the Lochaber left. 

Skye got back on the offensive 
and Lorna MacRae completed 
her hat-trick on 29 minutes, 

Glengarry captain Leona Falconer celebrates with the Marine 
Harvest Challenge Cup.

accepting a Sarah Corrigall pass 
before taking the ball round the 
keeper and tapping it home to 
make it 3-1 at the break. 

Lorna MacRae put the out-
come beyond doubt on 46 min-
utes. Jenna Beaton’s ball from 
the left gave MacRae an initial 
shooting chance but the keeper 
saved. Caitlin MacLean’s effort 
from the rebound hit the post 
but Lorna MacRae followed up 
to knock the ball home from 
close range.   

Jenna Beaton made it 5-1 
four minutes later with a well-
worked goal. Caitlin MacLean 
was again involved as she won 
a couple of challenges on the 
Skye right before finding Lorna 
MacRae in space. MacRae ran 
at the Lochaber defence before 
picking out her strike partner 
and Jenna Beaton struck the ball 
low into the net.  

It was fitting Lorna MacRae 
rounded off the scoring. Sarah 
Corrigall cut in from the Skye 
left and her short pass found 
MacRae who took a touch past 
a defender before running in on 
goal and stroking the ball low 
into the net to make it 6-1 with 
67 minutes played. 

After the disappointment 
of losing out in the final to 
Glasgow Mid Argyll in 2014 and 
Lochaber last year, Skye tasted 
Valerie Fraser Cup success for 
the first time and Iain Fraser 
from sponsors Marine Harvest 
presented the trophy to captain 
Lorna MacRae.

Lorna also deservedly collect-
ed the player of the match award 
from sponsor Peter Gow.

The sides have still to meet 
twice more in the league this 
season with the title destination 
still in the balance. 

Iain Kennedy was the match 
referee. 

Skye head coach Robbie Gor-
don spoke after the match. ‘The 
girls played really, really well,’ 
he said. ‘All the things we have 
practiced at training paid off 
today. Our movement was good, 
our passing was good and our 
shooting was good. Everyone 
played their part and we were 
dominant in every area of the 
park. It’s not every day you win a 
Camanachd Cup and these girls 
have worked really hard and 
they deserve every bit of it.’

Skye captain Lorna MacRae 
added: ‘After last year’s perfor-
mance, we knew what we had 
to do today. This is the biggest 

competition to win so it’s great 
to get this success under our 
belts. We’ll now concentrate on 
trying to win the league again.’   

Marine Harvest 
Challenge             
Cup � nal
Glengarry 7
Ardnamurchan 1
Glengarry were Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup winners, beating 
Ardnamurchan 7-1 in the final 
at An Aird.

Glengarry went into this 1pm 
throw-up sitting mid-table in 
Marine Harvest North Division 
2 whilst Ardnamurchan are 
newly-crowned Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 champions. 

Glengarry, managed by club 
stalwart Ewen Cameron, took 
the lead after 13 minutes when 
referee Duncan Kelly awarded 
them a penalty. Joanne Gilland-
ers converted from the spot, 
sending the ball past player/ 
manager Laura Bradley in the 
Ardnamurchan goal.   
 Glengarry went on to stamp 
their authority on the game and 
Leona Falconer grabbed a first 
half hat-trick with goals on 30, 
33 and 35 minutes to make it 4-0 
at the break. 

Elaine Cameron added to 
Glengarry’s dominance with 
goals on 42 and 50 minutes 
and Emily Gordon produced a 
seventh on 64 minutes. 

Ardnamurchan, who were 
co-captained by Kate Bradley 
and Lucy MacMillan, fought 
until the death and Annie 
MacDonald gave them some 
consolation with a goal on 70 
minutes. 

Glengarry captain Leona 
Falconer was presented with the 
Marine Harvest Challenge Cup 
by Iain Fraser from sponsors 
Marine Harvest.  

Glengarry’s Joanne Gillanders 
was named player of the match. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Tayforth 5
Kilmory 4 
Tayforth threw away a four-goal 
lead before eventually beating 
Kilmory 5-4 at Levenhall Links. 

This was the second time the 
sides had met this season with 
Kilmory 10-0 winners at Mac-
Rae Park in July.

Calum Barton gave Tayforth 
the lead on 11 minutes and when 
Brendan Duggan hit a first half 
hat-trick with goals on 22, 31 and 
36 minutes, the hosts looked to 
have an unassailable 4-0 interval 
lead. 

Kilmory fought back in the 
final third of the match though 
and Hal Jones hit a hat-trick 
with goals on 60, 72 and 74 
minutes to narrow the deficit to 
a single goal. 

When Alex Cunningham 
made it 4-4 with five minutes re-
maining, Kilmory looked good 
for a point. 

Tayforth sealed victory though 
when Brendan Duggan notched 
his fourth goal of the afternoon 
with three minutes remaining to 
make it 5-4 meaning Tayforth go 
third in the division.  

Kyles Athletic 2
Ballachulish 2
The Kyles Athletic second team 
came from two goals down to 
draw 2-2 with Ballachulish at 
Tighnabruaich.

Lewis Bryson gave Ballachul-
ish the lead on five minutes. A 
ball from a corner eventually fell 
to the feet of Patrick MacLean 
and Lewis Bryson reacted quick-
est to power the ball home with 
his strike beating the keeper at 
the near post.

Ballachulish made the stronger 
start to the game but although 
they created chance after 
chance, they were unable to add 
to Bryson’s early goal.

The visitors doubled their 
advantage on 20 minutes. A 
high ball forward from Duncan 
MacDonald found its way to 
Lorne Brown who took a touch, 
turned and fired the ball into the 
net to make it 2-0.

Kyles now began to create 
chances but found stand-in 
keeper Donald Wilson to be a 
solid shot stopper between the 
Ballachulish sticks.

Kyles stepped up a level and 
when a ball reached Craig 
Martin, he tucked the ball home 
to make it 2-1 with 34 minutes 
gone.

The second half was a much 
more even affair with both clubs 
creating opportunities, but not 
much coming off.

With half an hour remaining, 
Kyles brought on Colin Mac-
Donald as they tried to get a 
leveller.

The switch paid off on 68 
minutes when Colin MacDonald 
dribbled through the Ballachul-
ish defence. His shot was blocked 
by Ally Banks but the ball fell 
kindly for Scott MacDonald who 
finished well to make it 2-2.

With some big first team 
games coming up, Kyles will 
be delighted Innes MacDonald 
played his first 90 minutes since 
injuring his ankle.

Glenorchy 4
Taynuilt 7 
There were goals galore at 
Mart Park where Taynuilt beat 
Glenorchy 7-4.

Steven Parr put Taynuilt in the 
lead on 21 minutes but John Sar-
tain equalised on 27 minutes. 

The visitors took a 2-1 lead 
into the break after Ewan Mac-
Corquodale found the back of 
the net on 35 minutes. 

Ewan MacCorquodale extend-
ed Taynuilt’s advantage a couple 
of minutes into the second half 
and Robbie Brown made it 4-1 
on 50 minutes. 

Ewan MacCorquodale 
completed his hat-trick three 
minutes later and although John 
Sartain got his second to make 
it 5-2 on the hour, Liam Higgins 
made it 6-2 on 64 minutes and 
Ewan MacCorquodale scored 
his fourth goal of the afternoon 
on 67 minutes to make it 7-2. 

Late counters from Kieran 
Gallagher on 75 minutes and 
Kieran MacKay on 82 minutes 
reduced the deficit, but Taynuilt 
still ran out 7-4 victors.  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lewis Camanachd 1
Lochcarron 3 
Two second half goals gave 
Lochcarron a 3-1 win over Lewis 
Camanachd at Shawbost.

Crisdean Finlayson put the 
visitors ahead on 21 minutes but 
Will Church made it 1-1 on the 
half hour mark.

Lance MacCuish five minutes 
into the second half and Liam 
Arnott on 73 minutes made it 
3-1. 

Paddy Sinclair hit the post late 
on in the match but Lochcarron 
stayed in front to take both 
points. 

Lovat W/O v
Boleskine
The match between the Lovat 
second team and Boleskine at 
Balgate was scheduled for the 
third time.

This fixture was cancelled on 
two previous occasions because 
of unplayable pitches with the 
latter call-off coming shortly be-
fore the match was due to start. 

Boleskine were unable to raise 
a team for this one so Lovat 
were awarded the points.  

Inverness P 
Kilmallie P 
The Kilmallie second team were 
granted a postponement of their 
match against the Inverness 
second team at The Bught Park. 

Kilmallie made the request 
following the sad passing of 
former player Martin Duncan. 

2017 shinty
season run-in
There’s everything to play for as 
we get down to the business end 
of the 2017 shinty season.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
title race
As the main contenders get 
ready to play their final fixtures 
of the season, the Marine Har-
vest Premiership title race looks 
like it will go down to the wire. 

Kyles Athletic
Kyles Athletic currently top 
the table on goal difference. 
The Tighnabruaich men hold 
a five-goal advantage which is 
not insurmountable over the 
remaining games. Goal differ-
ential would come in to play if 
two or more sides finish level on 
points at the top at the end of the 
season.

Kyles welcomed Innes Mac-
Donald back from injury in the 
win over Kingussie. Callum 
Miller has missed recent games 
with a foot injury but Donald 
Irvine is a more than capable 
replacement as long as his work 
commitments don’t restrict his 
availability. 

Grant Irvine and Roddy 

MacDonald will be key to Kyles’ 
chances and, were they to go on 
and clinch the title, it would be 
a remarkable achievement given 
their travelling commitments 
over the season.  

Kyles’ remaining matches are 
split between their Tighnab-
ruaich home and two journeys 
north. First up is a trip to 
Balgate to play Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup finalists Lovat 
on Saturday September 9. 

They follow that with a home 
fixture against the other finalists 
– Newtonmore – at Tighnabrua-
ich on Saturday September 16.

A mouth-watering meeting 
with fellow-challengers Kin-
lochshiel takes place at Kirkton 
on Saturday September 23.

It could then all come down 
to the final day when relegation 
threatened Glasgow Mid Argyll 
visit Tighnabruaich on Saturday 
October 7. The sides have 
already met three times this 
season with Kyles winning every 
match. 

Kinlochshiel
Kinlochshiel have survived a 
spell where injury and suspen-
sion have tested their resources. 
Paul MacRae, Oliver MacRae, 
John MacRae, Colin MacDiar-
mid and most notably Gordie 
MacDonald have all had spells 
on the sidelines and their cup 
form arguably suffered.
 They have kept their title push 
on track though and, with the 
exception of MacDonald who 
has been plagued with a knee 
problem, the squad is now back 
to full strength at just the right 
time. Like Kyles, Kinlochshiel 
have a difficult run-in starting 
with a visit to The Eilan to 
play Newtonmore on Saturday 
September 9. 

Glenurquhart, who are battling 
the threat of relegation, visit 
Kirkton on Saturday September 
16 and Kinlochshiel welcome 
Kyles Athletic to Kirkton on 
Saturday September 23 in a 
potential title decider.

Kinlochshiel complete the 
season at Mossfield against 
Oban Camanachd on Saturday 
October 7.

Newtonmore
Newtonmore are six points 
adrift of Kyles Athletic and Kin-
lochshiel with a game in hand 
and whilst the Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup Final offers 
their best chance of adding to 
the MacTavish Cup won earlier 
in the season, they will be ready 
to profit should the leaders slip 
up over the weeks ahead.

Newtonmore made a sluggish 
start to the season, dropping 
three points from their opening 
three fixtures. Despite having a 
bigger squad than most, injuries 
have hit them hard with Rory 
Kennedy, Andy MacKintosh, 
Michael Russell, Paul MacAr-
thur, Jamie Robinson, Evan 
Menzies, Chris Sellar, Conor 
Jones and Drew MacDonald all 
unavailable for significant peri-
ods at various points this year.

They face the top two over 
the coming fortnight with Kin-
lochshiel visiting The Eilan on 
Saturday September 9 before 
Newtonmore travel to Tighna-
bruaich to play Kyles Athletic a 
week later. 

There are then trips to Kilmall-
ie and Lochaber either side of 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup final against Lovat. 

It could all be done and dusted 
before Oban Camanachd come 
calling at The Eilan on Saturday 
October 14 but, if not, Newton-
more will look to be in a position 
to take advantage.   

Marine Harvest 
Premiership 
relegation battle
The battle to escape the drop 
from shinty’s top flight will be 
equally as fascinating as the 
contest at the top of the table as 
four clubs look to avoid the two 



Thursday 7 September, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 31SPORT

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday September 2
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glenorchy 4 v 7 Taynuilt 
Kyles Athletic 2 v 2 Ballachulish
Tayforth 5 v 4 Kilmory 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lewis 1 v 3 Lochcarron  
Inverness P v P Kilmallie
Due to bereavement 
Lovat P v P Boleskine
Boleskine unable to field a 
team, points to Lovat

Women’s Camanachd 
Association
Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup Final
Glengarry 7 v 1 Ardnamurchan

Valerie Fraser
Camanachd Cup fi nal
Skye 6 v 1 Lochaber

Youths 
Thursday August 31 
Marine Harvest 
National Under 17 League – 
London Shield
Section A
Skye 2 v 0 Strathglass 

Friday September 1
MacMaster Cup: National 
Under14 Competition
Lochaber 5 v 3 Kinlochshiel
Inverness 2 v 9 Kingussie 

Marine Harvest
North Under 14 Leagues
Division 2
Kilmallie 0 v 7 Beauly 
Division 3
Lovat 0 v 13 Newtonmore
Caberfeidh P v P Ard’murchan
To be re-arranged.

Marine Harvest Under 14 
South 9-a-side League
Oban Camanachd 3 v 5 Dunoon

Sunday September 3
MacQuiston Cup fi nal
Oban Caman 3 v 0 Col Glen

Winners Oban Camanachd Under 17s with the MacQuiston Cup last Sunday. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

relegation places to the Marine 
Harvest National Division. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll
Glasgow Mid Argyll are cur-
rently bottom of the table with 
five points from their 14 games 
played. They have been in free-
fall in recent weeks, losing their 
last eight league games. 

With four games to go, GMA 
will be the busiest of the rele-
gation-threated clubs and have 
a massive match against fellow 
strugglers Glenurquhart at 
Blairbeg on Saturday September 
9. 

A home meeting with Lovat 
and trips to Oban Camanachd 
and Kyles Athletic follow.

Kilmallie 
Kilmallie have seven points 
from 15 games played and their 
final three matches are all at 
home starting with Oban Cama-
nachd’s trip to the Canal Parks 
on Saturday September 16.  

Next up is a home match 
against Newtonmore a week 
later and they finish the season 
by hosting Lovat on Saturday 
October 7. 

Two defeats against Glasgow 
Mid Argyll could yet cost them 
dear and it would be ironic if 
Kilmallie ended up second 
bottom of the league as it was 
their proposal to replace the 
previous play-off between the 
teams finishing second bottom 
of the Premiership and second 
top of the National which forced 
change ahead of the 2016 shinty 
season.  

Glenurquhart 
Glenurquhart have eight points 
from 16 matches with two games 
to go. 

Manager Iain MacLeod is 
another who has had a long 
absentee list as Stuart MacKin-
tosh, Lewis MacLennan, Neale 
Reid, Fraser Heath, John Barr, 
David Smart and Euan Lloyd 
have all missed chunks of their 
campaign. 

Glenurquhart have already 
identified Glasgow Mid Argyll’s 
visit to Blairbeg on Saturday 
September 9 as crucial to alle-
viating any relegation fears. The 
sides drew 2-2 at Yoker earlier in 
the season. 

Glenurquhart finish the sea-
son with a trip to the west coast 
to play title chasing Kinlochshiel 
seven days later. 

Lochaber 
Lochaber have one match re-
maining and it’s a tough one as 
Newtonmore visit Spean Bridge. 
The match is not until Saturday 
October 7 though so Lochaber 
face five Saturdays without a 
competitive game since they lost 
to Lovat on August 26. 

Lochaber will have to watch 
nervously as the teams below 
them try to better their nine 
point total. One concern for 
Lochaber may be that their goal 
difference of minus-30 is the 
poorest in the division.    

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
title race
The Marine Harvest title race 
could be decided this coming 
weekend but there is also anoth-
er promotion place up for grabs. 

Skye Camanachd
Skye Camanachd, with 21 points 
from 11 games, know that a 
draw against second placed 
Caberfeidh at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree, on Saturday September 
9 will confirm a speedy return 
to shinty’s top flight and clinch 
the league title. Skye’s only 

dropped point so far this year 
was against Caberfeidh in a 
goal-less draw at Castle Leod 
earlier in the season.  Skye also 
have two more chances to reach 
the required points total as they 
welcome Inveraray to Portree 
on Saturday September 16 and 
finish the season against Fort 
William at An Aird on Saturday 
October 7.

Caberfeidh 
Caberfeidh have just two 
matches remaining. They have 
taken 18 points from 12 matches 
and, after the Skye game, their 
final match of the season is at 
home to Beauly on Saturday 
September 23. Caberfeidh need 
to win both these matches to be 
sure of promotion and they will 
have one eye on third placed 
Fort William’s results during the 
run-in.   

Fort William
Fort William remain in the 
promotion race. They currently 
have 13 points from ten matches 
so they will narrow the gap on 
second placed Caberfeidh to a 
single point if they were to win 
their two games in hand. 

Fort William’s next two 
matches are against bottom side 
Inverness – at the Bught Park on 
Saturday September 9 and at An 
Aird a fortnight later. 

Victor Smith’s side finish the 
season with two home match-
es – against Skye on Saturday  
October 7 and against Inveraray 
at the end of October. 

Inveraray
Inveraray still have enough 
matches remaining to stake a 
promotion claim. They have 
amassed 11 points from ten 
matches so they can potentially 
reach 19 points. 

Inveraray’s defeat to Beauly 
in their last match was a blow 
to their chances and they head 
for Ganavan to play Oban Celtic 
on Saturday September 9 before 
making the trip to Skye a week 
later.

There is a second meeting 
with Oban Celtic – this time at 
The Winterton – on Saturday 
September 23 and their final 
match of the season, away to 
Fort William, is scheduled for 
the end of October. 

Marine Harvest 
south divisions
Three wins from their final five 
league matches will guarantee 
Lochside Rovers the South 
Division 1 championship.

The Oban side hold the ad-
vantage with 23 points from 13 
league matches played and they 
have only dropped three points 
all season.

Lochside Rovers head for The 
Meadows to play a resurgent 
Bute on Saturday September  9. 

This will be a tricky fixture for 
Gareth Evan’s side, especially 
as keeper Cameron Sutherland 
could be required for the first 
team’s meeting with Kingussie 
as Gavin Stobbart has picked up 
a suspension.

Lochside have another big 
game a week later when they 
face the Kingussie second team 
in the rescheduled Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup Final 
at An Aird. Rovers then make 
for Silversands to play second 
placed Aberdour on Saturday 
September 23.

Taynuilt visit Oban the week 
after and there’s a trip to Mac-
Rae Park on Saturday October  
7 before Lochside finish the 
season off at home to the Kyles 
Athletic second team on Satur-
day October 14.

Aberdour and Bute will look to 

take maximum points from their 
remaining fixtures so they can 
profit should Lochside falter.

Inveraray
The Inveraray second team 
have all but clinched the South 
Division 2 title. A point from 
Inveraray’s side final two games 
will settle matters in their favour. 

Marine Harvest 
north divisions
The North Division 1 title race is 
a straight fight between reigning 
champions Newtonmore re-
serves and Aberdeen University. 

Both sides still have three 
matches remaining, including a 
meeting at The Eilan in a fort-
night’s time. 

Glengarry look odds on favour-
ites to take the North Division 
2 honours. The Craigard side 
hold a six point advantage over 
second placed Lochaber sec-
onds, although they have played 
a game more, with the sides due 
to meet at Spean Bridge this 
Saturday.  

Caberfeidh seconds are ten 
points behind, but have three 
games in hand. 

GMA win 
Robert Wylie 
Memorial Cup
Glasgow Mid Argyll took the 
Robert Wylie Memorial Trophy 
south following a 3-1 win over 
Oban Celtic at Mossfield on 
Friday night.

Marine National Division side 
Oban Celtic had not been in 
action since the beginning of 
August when they lost to Skye 
in the league so this game was 
a useful work-out for manager 
Kenny Wotherspoon. 

Marine Harvest Premier-
ship side GMA last played in 
mid-August when they lost to 
Kinlochshiel, also in the league. 
With manager George Hay 
unable to travel, his assistant 
Dougie Luke took charge of the 
side.   

GMA scored the only goal 
of the first half when former 
Kilmallie player Sebastian Mac-
Millan gathered possession out 
wide and lifted the ball to just in 
front of the penalty spot where 
Calum Mclay came running 
onto it. 

Mclay took a brilliant first 
touch and smashed the ball into 
the bottom corner of the net to 
make it 1-0. 

GMA had keeper Robert Dun-
nings, a former Lochside Rovers 
player, to thank for some good 
first half saves which denied 
Daniel Madej, Daniel Macmil-
lan and Ross Macmillan. 

Jamie McFadyen put the 
visitors 2-0 ahead shortly after 
the restart when he gathered the 
ball on the wing and ran at the 
Celtic defence before sending a 
waist-high shot into the right of 
the net. 

Oban Celtic replied instantly 
and Ross Macmillan went on 
a mazy run only to be brought 
down inside the ‘D’. Referee 
Billy Wotherspoon, who had a 
good game, pointed to the spot. 
Macmillan dusted himself down 
and fired the penalty beyond 
Robert Dunnings to make it 2-1. 

As the night started to draw in, 
visibility was becoming increas-
ingly difficult and it was GMA 
who sealed the win. Calum 
Mclay played the ball along the 
by-line and keeper Iain MacFar-
lane saved at his right post. 

However 16-year-old Angus 
MacInnes ran in to flick the 
ball past the keeper from a tight 
angle to make it 3-1. 

Both camps took the chance to 
experiment, making a number of 
changes throughout the game.

The presentation followed 
the final whistle and the Wylie 
family handed over the medals 
and trophy. 

The Bob Wylie (senior) award 
for Oban Celtic’s man of the 
match was given to Fulton 
Ronald who had an outstanding 
game at half back.

Speaking after the game, 
Catherine Wylie said: ‘It’s a very 
emotional time for us, but we are 
really pleased they play the game 
every year. It keeps the memory 
alive and I enjoy watching it.’

Oban Celtic are in league ac-
tion this coming Saturday when 
they host Inveraray at Ganavan.

Aberdein 
Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
� nal
The Aberdein Considine Suth-
erland Cup Final between Loch-
side Rovers and the Kingussie 
second team will take place at 
An Aird on Saturday September 
16.

The final was originally sched-
uled for Saturday July 29 but 
was postponed because of an 
unplayable pitch. 

Iain Kennedy will be the match 
referee. 

Scotland 
shinty/hurling 
preparations
Scotland’s shinty/hurling prepa-
rations began in earnest with 
senior and U21 sessions taking 
place at The Eilan on Saturday 
September 2. 

Scotland Head Coach Ronald 
Ross put the Scotland seniors 
through their paces and the 
players took part in a 12-a-side 
match. 

Scotland U21 boss Allan Mac-
Rae also put his hopefuls to the 
test. There were only two south 
players at the session, Inveraray 
pair Scott MacLauchlan and 
Lewis Montgomery.

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel 
MacVicar was injured whilst 
Ross MacRae and Scott Mac-
Donald were playing for the 
Kyles Athletic second team 
against Ballachulish. 

The Oban Celtic players didn’t 
travel. 

Fort William were represented 
by Arran MacPhee, Calum 
Shepherd and Alexander 
MacMillan whilst, Lochaber’s 
Barry Macdonald, Caberfeidh’s 
Blair Morrison, Beauly’s Calum 
Morrison, Kingussie pair James 
Falconer and Robert Mabon, 

Newtonmore’s Iain Robinson 
and Craig Ritchie Kilmallie’s 
Craig MacIsaac and Shane Gil-
lies as well as Skye’s Will Cowie, 
Iain MacLeod, John Gillies, 
James Pringle and Ally ‘Cleodi’ 
MacLeod all took part. 

Kilmallie’s Innes Blackhall and 
Kingussie’s Rory MacKeachan 
were unavailable.

MacQuiston         
Cup � nal
Oban Camanachd U17 3
Col Glen U17 0
Oban Camanachd U17 won the 
MacQuiston Cup, beating Col 
Glen U17 3-0 in the final at The 
Winterton last Sunday.

This 1pm throw-up was played 
on a heavy pitch but, despite the 
wet conditions, both teams gave 
it their all.

Ewen Logan put Oban Ca-
manachd ahead on 31 minutes. 
Logan played a long ball in on 
goal and the ball ended up in the 
net off the keeper’s stick 

Oban Camanachd took the 
single goal advantage into the 
break and although they had 
most of the territorial advan-
tage, the Col Glen side which 
included players from Strachur, 
Bute and Aberdour, stuck to 
their task. 

Lennon Campbell made it 2-0 
straight after half time. 

Blair MacFarlane played well 
when he came on as a substitute 
and made it 3-0 near then end. 

It was a fair result and Oban 
Camanachd captain Craig 
Easton was presented with the 
MacQuiston Cup after the final 
whistle. 

MacMaster Cup 
semi � nals 
Lochaber U14 5
Kinlochshiel U14 3
Lochaber U14 reached the 
MacMaster Cup Final with a 5-3 
victory over Kinlochshiel U14 at 
Craigard.

Lochaber made a strong start 
to the tie and were 3-0 ahead 
after 15 minutes.

The Spean Bridge side led 
4-1 at the break and, despite a 
Kinlochshiel fight-back in the 
second half, they won through 
to the final. 

Dillon Brockie grabbed a hat-
trick for Lochaber, with Robbie 
Rydings and Max Campbell 
getting the others.

Ciaran Kellet, Zander Mac-
Rae and Archie MacRae were 
on target for Kinlochshiel.   

Camanachd Association director Colin Cameron hands over the
 MacQuiston Cup to Oban Camanachd captain Craig Easton.

Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Inverness U14 2 
Kingussie U14 9
Kingussie’s U14s won through 
to the MacMaster Cup Final, 
beating Inverness U14 9-2 at 
Smith Park.

The impressive Ross MacK-
innon scored both Inverness 
goals but an Ally Douglas hat-
trick and doubles from Calum 
MacKintosh, Michael Slimon 
and Ewan Baker gave Kingussie 
victory.

The 2017 MacMaster Cup 
Final will take place at The 
Bught Park, Inverness on Sat-
urday September 30, ahead of 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup Final between Lovat and 
Newtonmore. 

Portree high wins 
Shinty Shop Great 
Glen Schools Sixes
Portree High School won the 
2017 Shinty Shop Great Glen 
Schools Sixes at Blairbeg on 
Wednesday August 30.

A total of nine teams took part 
in the U16 tournament. 

After the group stages, hosts 
Glenurquhart A overcome 
Kingussie A 4-1 in the semi-fi-
nals with Portree defeating 
Kingussie B on penalties after a 
goal-less draw. 

In a close and exciting final, 
Glenurquhart’s Oliver Black 
scored in the opening minute 
but Portree’s Connor Gilpin 
levelled with the last hit of the 
game. 

There was no further scoring 
during extra-time so the match 
went to a penalty shoot-out. Por-
tree’s Martin Pringle scored the 
all-important penalty after the 
shoot-out went to sudden death.

There was further joy for Por-
tree when Connor Gilpin was 
named player of the tournament.

The third and fourth play-off 
was an all-Kingussie affair with 
Kingussie B running out 2-1 
winners against Kingussie A.

Event organiser Allan Ma-
cLeod said: ‘I am delighted at 
the standard of play which was 
on display today from all nine 
teams which entered the compe-
tition.  

‘We are very fortunate to have 
the event supported by Shinty 
Shop and we thank them for 
their continued sponsorship. 
Thanks also to Mike Cameron 
for refereeing and to Billy Ma-
cLeod and Fraser MacKenzie 
from Glenurquhart Shinty Club 
for their help on the day.’

Saturday September 9
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart v Glasgow MA 
John Angus Gillies 
Lovat v Kyles Athletic 
Archie Ritchie 
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel 
Deek Cameron - 3pm
Oban Camanachd  v Kingussie 
Graham Cameron 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Inverness v Fort William  
Calum Girvan 
Oban Celtic v Inveraray  
Lachie Wood
Skye v Caberfeidh  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie v Fort William  
Andy MacLean
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart 
Brian MacKay
Newtonmore v Beauly  
Robert Baxter  - noon

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kilmory v Ballachulish  
Iain Kennedy
Bute v Lochside Rovers 
Willie MacDonald - 3pm
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour  
Scott McNeil
Col Glen v Glenorchy  
Ross Brown
Tayforth v Taynuilt  
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Strathspey  
John Matheson
Strathglass v Kilmallie   
John Wood
Caberfeidh v Lewis  
Martin MacLean
Lochaber v Glengarry  
Des McNulty
Inverness v Lochcarron  
Steven MacLachlan - noon 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Aberdour v Oban Lorn  
Ewan MacDonald 
Bute v Strachur
Neil MacDonald - Noon
Dunoon v Inveraray  
Graham Fisher

All throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

Members of the Wylie family with the Oban Celtic and Glasgow Mid Argyll squads after the Robert Wylie Memorial match at Moss� eld 
Stadium last Friday night. 17_t36celtic01
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Sport

Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

Cycling

Oban Lorne           19
Garnock    25     
BT West Division One

Rugby

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 7, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 00.19 0.8 06.16 3.9 12.31 0.7 18.37 4.1
Fri 00.53 0.7 06.42 3.9 13.03 0.6 19.07 4.1
Sat 01.27 0.7 07.12 3.9 13.37 0.6 19.40 4.0
Sun 02.03 0.7 07.47 3.8 14.16 0.8 20.17 3.8
Mon 02.43 0.9 08.26 3.6 15.00 1.0 20.59 3.6
Tues 03.31 1.1 09.12 3.4 15.55 1.2 21.52 3.3
Wed 04.31 1.3 10.11 3.1 17.07 1.5 23.09 3.0             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
13

12

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 14ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 15ºC.

Scottish Amateur FL 
results and � xtures

Youth Football

Golf

LAST Saturday’s results 
- Scottish Amateur Cup 
first round - Oban Saints 4, 
Mauchline United 0; Kilsyth 
6, Tarbert 0; Premier Division 
One - Campbeltown Pupils 
3, Claremont 2; Dunoon 7, 
Rosehill Star 1; Premier 
Division Two - East End United 
3, Lochgilphead Red Star 7.
 This Saturday’s fixtures - Pre-
mier Division Oban Saints v St 
Joseph’s FP; Premier Division 
One - Claremont v Dunoon; 
Rosehill Star v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Premier Division Two 
- Houston v Lochgilphead Red 
Star; Tarbert v Carlton YM. 

LAST weekend’s results - 
Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
no game; Broomhill 0, Under 
15s 6. On target for Saints 
were Connor Moore (3), James 
Beaton (2) and Ryan Barclay. 
Scottish Cup - Yett Farm BC 1, 
Under 16s 6. Scoring for Saints 
were Euan Finlay (2), Lennon 
Campbell, Aaron Mckay, 
Cammy Vlark and Daniel Sloss. 
Under 17s 0, Larkhall Thistle 3. 
 This weekend’s fixtures - 
Helensburgh v Under 13s; 
Ardencaple v Under 14s; Under 
15s v Celtic BC; Under 16s v 
Westerton United; Helensburgh 
v Under 17s. 

Cyclists gear up for Oban Sportive

Fraser Inglis in the forefront 
at the � nish last year. Fraser 
is a well-known former 
shinty player with Oban 
Camanachd and now equally 
highly regarded as a shinty 
commentator for the BBC. He 
� nished the 52-mile route in 
three hours and 29 minutes.

THE ROTARY Club of 
Oban, working in partnership 
with North Argyll Cycle Club 
(NACC), is to stage its fifth con-
secutive Sportive cycle challenge 
on Sunday September 24 to raise 
funds for local good causes.

The cycle challenge involves 
two country routes - the Loch 
Avich route extending to 52 
miles and the longer Kilmartin 

route at 84 miles, with each 
offering different levels of climb.

The start and finish points are 
at the Atlantis Leisure Centre in 
Oban.

This year, however, a timed hill 
climb is to be included on the 
way back for both routes, from 
the junction at Taynuilt up the 
glen to the top of the hill. NACC 
is also holding its annual hill 
race up the road to Cruachan 
dam on the afternoon before the 
Sportive.

The Sportive involves chip 
timing, route cards, feed sta-
tions, signage, marshalls, with 
Broom Wagons for each course 
and clearly much work goes in 
to putting the event on although 
the level of participation - not 

entries - is very much influenced 
by the weather.

Entries so far are looking 
good with cyclists coming from 
Kinross, Berwick, Aviemore 
and London-based Rapha Cy-
cling Club, and it is to be hoped 
that the weather on the day will 
reward the organisers and the 
cyclists.

For more information visit 
www.obansportive.co.uk. Oban 
Rotary Club and NACC are 
grateful for the support they 
receive from BID4Oban, Dawn-
fresh Seafoods Ltd, Atlantis 
Community Leisure, MacQueen 
Bros, the Rusty Cycle shed and 
Tesco.

OBAN Lorne kicked off the 
2017/18 league season at Glen-
cruitten on Saturday with the 
visit of familiar rivals Garnock 
RFC.

The Green Machine were full 
of confidence gong into the new 
season after winning their inau-
gural Tower 10s competition and 
producing a good show against 
National Division 1 opposition 
Hillhead Jordanhill RFC in pre 
season.

Head Coach Corrie Louw had 
a strong team to choose from 
and welcomed Tommy Suth-
erland, Jack Baxter and Rufus 
Stones back into the starting 
line-up. Notably there was a 
place on the bench for returning 
prop Liam Burns along with 
back line players Dave McCabe 
and Calum MacLachlan who 
were being rested due to some 
niggling injuries. Unfortunately 
Oban Lorne were dealt a blow 
in the build up of the game with 
Bulgarian back-rower Vladi Mi-
hov returning to his homeland 
due to family concerns. Oban 
Lorne would like to wish Vladi 
well and thank him for his con-
tribution over the past season.

Oban Lorne lose close game to 
Garnock

Oban kicked off in front of a 
large crowd of both home and 
away supporters enjoying the 
last of the summer sunshine.

Both sides struggled to create 
any rhythm to the game in the 
opening 10 minutes with the 
game shaping up to be a physical 
battle due to the size and power 
of the opposing packs.

Garnock took the lead on 12 
minutes as they spun the ball 
wide from a five-metre lineout. 
The opposition full back fin-
ished off a move on the left hand 
touchline with the Oban defence 
gifting the back line a huge 
overlap to score. The resulting 
conversion was a success giving 
a 7-0 lead.

Infringements
The home side did not let 

this dent their confidence as 
they managed to sustain a long 
period of pressure in the Gar-
nock half. Penalty after penalty 
for various infringements were 
awarded to the men in green 
by referee Andy Summers as 
Oban’s attacking threat looked 
very threatening.

Garnock were lucky to keep 
15 men on the field after a dis-
graceful off-the-ball challenge 
on captain Craig Wright, that 
angered the Oban team and 
home support but gifted Oban 

yet another penalty in the pres-
sure zone.

Garnock were eventually 
reduced to 14 men after more 
indiscipline close to the line. 
On this occasion Oban elected 
to kick at goal which was missed 
narrowly.

Despite dominating posses-
sion, territory and play at the 
scrum, Oban failed to make any 
of the chances count and were 
made to rue this on 30 minutes 
when Garnock scored again 
from a five-metre lineout, this 
time from a driving maul. 12-0 
to the visitors.

Garnock extended their lead 
to 15-0 before the break. Oban’s 
coaching team decided to make 
a tactical change to their team 
with Dave McCabe coming into 
the back line and Rufus Stones 
dropping to the bench.

Despite trailing at the break 
Oban were confident in their 
ability to get back into the game.

The general opinion around 
Glencruitten was that the men 
in green had played well but 
could not make their dominance 
at times count near the try line.

A few changes were made 
at half-time with Liam Burns 
and Calum MacLachlan being 
introduced to the side.

Oban started the second half 
well, aided by a powerful scrum 
and an improving lineout. Stand 
off Iwan Rhys Roberts was 
directing his back line well with 
breaks from Craig Wright and 
Dave McCabe putting Oban on 
the front foot.

Ten minutes into the second 
half Oban hit back with their first 
try of the day. Dave McLaughlin 
raced into a gaping hole in the 
defence 20 metres out allowing 
the full back to touchdown near 
the left hand post. Craig Wright 
converted narrowing Garnock’s 
lead to 15-7.

Oban were buoyed by this and 
continued to show their strong 
attacking intent with some pow-
erful running from the pack and 
creative play in the back line.

A second try was gifted to 
Oban Lorne mid way into the 
second half. A poor pass in the 
Garnock midfield was hacked 
through by the boot of Craig 
Wright, who surged over the line 
and managed to touch the ball 
down just before it landed over 
the dead ball area. Unfortunate-
ly a straight forward conversion 
was missed but Oban were back 
into the game at 12-15.

Confi dence
The Green Machine were now 

full of confidence and were play-
ing in a manner rarely seen at 
Glencruitten over the past year 
or so. Garnock’s noisy support 
was silenced on 65 minutes when 
Wright scored his second try of 
the game from a flowing move 
of good handling to touchdown 
on the left-hand touchline. This 
time the conversion sailed over 
as Oban made a superb come-
back from 15-0 down to lead 
19-15.

Oban had 15 minutes to close 
out the game but were undone 
in the closing stages with some 

poor decision making and lapses 
in defence that gifted Garnock 
two tries.

Credit must be given to the vis-
itors who were very clinical with 
their chances and impressed 
with some outstanding support 
play that aided in their two late 
tries.

The home side did press for a 
winning try in the last minutes 
of the game but were undone by 
giving away a silly penalty near 
the try line just as they were 
building up for a chance of a 
winning score.

In the end it was a 26-19 win 
for a well-organised Garnock 
side in a very entertaining match 

to open the season.
Oban’s spirits were high after 

the match despite the loss as the 
team knew they had performed 
well enough to match one of the 
league’s top sides.

With a losing bonus point 
gained, Oban sit mid table after 
week one and have another 
tough fixture away to Kilmar-
nock this Saturday.

Killie recorded a 31-25 win 
at Annan on Saturday and will 
provide stern opposition for 
Oban Lorne. Kick off is 3pm in 
Kilmarnock.

Oban Lorne pictured before their opening league game against 
Garnock at Glencruitten last Saturday. Photos: Stephen Lawson

Oban Lorne captain Craig Wright touches down for one of his 
two tries against Garnock last Saturday. 

OBAN golfer Robert MacIntyre 
will compete for Great Britain 
and Ireland this weekend in the 
Walker Cup.

The 21-year-old golfer joins a 
team of 10 that will take on the 
USA at the Los Angeles Coun-
try Club on September 9-10.

The Great Britain and Ireland 
team hope to retain the bi-annu-
al competition, which they won 
back in 2015.

MacIntyre has also taken a 
step forward in regards to turn-
ing professional next year, as he 
recently signed an am-to-pro 
agreement with the management 
company Bounce Sport.

‘I’m delighted to be joining 
Bounce Sport for the next stage 
of my golfing career,’ he said.

‘It’s been something I’ve been 
thinking about over the past 
year and to finally get things 
going is great.

‘Bounce Sport have done a 
great job with other golfers at 
the end of their amateur careers 
and the start of a new chapter for 
them in the professional ranks, 
as both guys look like they are 
finding their feet well.’

MacIntyre 
tees off in 
Walker Cup

Tommy Sutherland crashes through the Garnock defence.

Robert MacIntyre
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Learn to Ring this September @ the Tulloch Ringing Centre, near Roy Bridge
Bellringing is the perfect mix of physical exertion and mental 
stimulation, producing one of the best loved musical sounds. 

The Tulloch Ringing Centre is hosting a one week 
‘Learn to Ring’ course from Mon Sept 18th – Fri Sept 22nd. 

In a social, team setting the course cost is £25 
for Lochaber residents and £50 for all others.

For more info about the course see  www.tullochbells.com
& general information about ringing in Scotland can be found: www.SACR.org. Any questions? 

Email tullochbells@gmail.com

Contact us to find out more:
Lorraine.thomson@interface-online.org.uk 

tel: 01463 245263 
(for businesses in Argyll and the Isles) 

or Carol-Ann.Adams@interface-online.org.uk 
tel: 01463 245 262 

(for businesses in Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross).

www.interface-online.org.uk

Got a problem which 
is holding your 

business back?
Academic expertise 
could be the answer 
Let us help you fi nd 
the perfect match

A SENIOR Lochaber councillor has put 
his name to a motion ahead of today’s 
(Thursday) meeting of Highland Coun-
cil, urging the local authority to make it 
clear to Scotland’s First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon that its members feel betrayed 
over the on-going centralisation of ser-
vices away from this region.

The plea for the local authority to in-
volve Ms Sturgeon has been sparked by 
the row over the proposed closure of the 
police control room at Inverness.

The motion, submitted jointly by An-
drew Baxter, councillor for Ardnamur-
chan and Fort William, together with 
Council Leader Councillor Margaret 
Davidson, demands an explanation over 
when and by whom the decision was made 
to recommend to the Scottish Police Au-

thority (SPA) that police jobs be moved 
from Inverness to the Central Belt. 
Today’s motion follows the recent pres-
entation by Police Scotland of its plans 
to members at the council’s Lochaber 
Area Committee. That presentation saw 
Mr Baxter, chairman of Lochaber Area 
Committee, publicly express dismay over 
what he said seemed like a ‘fait accompli’ 
regarding the closure proposal.

After the council presentation at the 
end of August, Assistant Chief Con-
stable John Hawkins told the Lochaber 
Times his desire was to bring on-going 
improvements to call-handling to all 
communities across Scotland. He also 
referred to proposals for the creation 
of the national database enquiry unit 
which would see the creation of a facility 

in Inverness working alongside staff in 
Glasgow. A paper outlining the plans are 
due to be presented to the SPA board on 
Thursday September 28 but, speaking 
ahead of today’s council meeting in 
Inverness, Mr Baxter said there were 
growing fears over how the planned 
changes would impact on future policing 
in Lochaber.

Mr Baxter added: ‘There are real con-
cerns over what centralising the police 
means when it comes to local officers 
and local knowledge of the area. 

‘You just need to look at what is 
happening with the movement of these 
huge dump trucks from Glensanda. It’s 
ridiculous that requests for information 
have to go through a police department 
in Glenrothes.’

Councillors’ dismay over centralisation

NHS HIGHLAND has 
confirmed the replacement 
for the Belford Hospital will 
continue to be a rural general 
hospital, with construction 
due to start in the next four 
years.

Funding for the new hos-
pital was included in NHS 
Highland’s five-year capital 
plan published in March 2017 
and will be part of a wider 
re-design of health and social 
care services in Lochaber.

In October 2015 Highland 
Council bought land in Fort 
William at Blar Mhor from 
Tesco for £2 million and made 
it available for a new hospital.

Dr Brian Tregaskis, clinical 
lead for the Belford Hospital, 
said: ‘I am pleased work to 
progress the new hospital 
is under way. There will be 
in-patient beds, 24/7 medical 
and nursing cover, accident 
and emergency, operating 
theatre, surgery, outpatients, 
renal and maternity services.

‘We are exploring a range 
of options to provide care 
both in the hospital and in the 
community.’

Working in collaboration 
with NHS Highland, High-
lands and Islands Enterprise, 
West Highland College UHI 
and the Scottish Government, 
the Highland Council helped 
secured the Blar Mhor site for 
a new hospital and potentially 
a new science academy for the 
West Highland College.

Dr Tregaskis continued: 
‘In common with other rural 
general hospitals there have 
been increasing difficulties 
to recruit surgeons, anaesthe-
tists and physicians and this is 
not set to improve.  Therefore 
we will have to be innovative 
and will explore all options to 
design and deliver solutions 
that will work for Lochaber.’

Smelter fi rm reveals £170m 
Laggan wind farm plan

Hospital 
replacement 
timetable 
confi rmed

IT IS just over nine hours by car from Acharacle 
to the fabled academic spires of Oxford, but it is  a 
journey that has taken years of effort and hard work 
for Charlie-Anne Pleming.

And Charlie, 18, will make history next month 
when she makes that 486-mile journey from her 
Highland home to Oxford as the first pupil from 
Ardnamurchan High School to gain a place to 
study at the city’s world-famous university.

Charlie will take up a place at Lady Margaret Hall 
to study law, after gaining straight ‘A’ passes in all 
her SQA results, including three advanced highers. 
Turn to page three for more.

Acharacle’s 
Charlie makes 
history with an 
Oxford � rst

PLANS for a £170 million wind 
farm on land at Glenshero, near 
Laggan, have been announced 
by GFG Alliance, the owner of 
the aluminium smelter at Fort 
William.

GFG Alliance this week 
announced the wind farm, to 
be developed by its subsidiary 
SIMEC Energy, will have up to 
54 turbines.

SIMEC says the development 
of renewable energy across its 
estate lands will contribute 
low-cost, low-carbon power for 
industrial schemes such as the 
smelter and the planned Fort 
William alloy wheels factory, as 
well as its steel mills in Lanark-
shire.

The next step will be consul-
tation with the local community 
and stakeholders, culminating 
in a planning application next 
year.

GFG says it wants to bring the 
local community into the wind 
project with opportunities for 
shared-ownership and cheaper 
energy costs for residents.

The company has already un-
veiled a broad spectrum of ideas 
for the use of the surrounding 
estate lands. A London-head-
quartered international group 
of businesses, GFG bought the 
smelter from Rio Tinto Alumin-
ium last year, along with 114,000 
acres of some of the most beau-
tiful landscape in Scotland.

East Lochaber and Laggan 
Community Trust (ELLCT) has 
been trying to buy the land for 
the community and last month 
the Lochaber Times reported 
that the community buy-out 
option was still apparently on 

the table. Asked about the 
community buy-out proposal, a 
company spokesman said: ‘That 
all forms part of the same over-
all discussion we’re having and 
will be having with community 
and other stakeholders about 
the land so that should unfold 
over the coming months.’

GFG now intends discussing 
its proposals with community 
groups and local stakeholders. 

These include a major en-
hancement of the existing hydro 
power stations and examining 
scope for several further small-
scale hydro plants around Loch-
aber and Kinlochleven.

Jay Hambro, chief investment 
officer for the GFG Alliance 
and chief executive of SIMEC 
Energy, says Glenshero is a 
unique project for the company.

‘It would be built in an envi-
ronment of zero subsidies, using 
steel rolled and finished in Scot-
land and then generate clean 

energy to support the Scottish 
metals industry,’ he said. ‘It is 
also an exciting opportunity 
for us to work with the local 
community and encourage their 
investment alongside our own. 
This is truly a win-win project 
for all parties.’

Duncan Mackison, newly-ap-
pointed chief executive of JA-
HAMA Highland Estates, the 
GFG division which manages 
and develops the estate lands, 
said: ‘We will engage with local 
stakeholders to bring in those 
interested in investment in the 
wind project and make sure the 
local area shares the potential 
benefit of the energy generation.’ 

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

A recent photo shows Sanjeev Gupta, executive chairman GFG, 
with Paul Wheelhouse MSP above the Lochaber smelter. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

School musicians 
pipe out season

• Wild’s Ben Nevis success
• Tourism group gets funding
• Win an overnight 
    stay for 2 at Links House

also in your Lochaber Times this week

see 
page
three
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View from the Chamber
THIS week, Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce  CEO Lesley Benfi eld discusses the 
importance of the marine environment to 
businesses in Lochaber and exciting new 
developments in this area.

Lesley writes: ‘We all know that our area’s 
marine environment of coastline and 
lochs encompasses some of the world’s 
most beautiful and varied waters for 
outdoor sports, marine wildlife, scenery 
and heritage.

‘But it’s sometimes easy to forget that it 
is also extremely important to our local 
economy, with more than 15 per cent 
of Lochaber Chamber of Commerce 
membership having business interests in 
marine or inland waterways.

‘Within the chamber’s membership, 
many tourism businesses offer water-
based activities, include canyoning, 
white-water rafting, canal trips, 
wildlife-watching, cruising, sea kayaking, 
canoeing, sailing, fishing, diving, scenic 

boat trips and more. The popularity of 
these activities brings visitors to the area 
that also benefits accommodation, food 
and retail providers.

‘But the marine environment is also 
crucially important to some of the area’s 
biggest employers and non-tourism 
businesses which rely on marine 
infrastructure for their livelihoods: 
marine haulage, transport, diver training, 
harbours, marinas, mooring maintenance 
and installation, ferries, boat yards, 

commercial fishing, aquaculture, fish 
farms and seafood production.

‘Within the marine environment, 
Lochaber has two top priority projects 
of national importance which are 
significant for job creation and economic 
impact: the Fort William Pontoons 
(short-stay) allow visiting cruise ships to 
bring their passengers ashore in tenders, 
but are equally suitable for some other 
vessels; and the planned creation of 
the Thomas Telford Corpach Marina, 
a fully-serviced yacht facility, together 
with a public slipway which will offer 
valuable new facilities.

‘Businesses in Lochaber are ideally 
placed to benefit from the opportunities 
that our marine environment offers. At 
the chamber, we’re committed to helping 
our members achieve their business goals.

‘If you’d like to join our thriving 
Chamber of Commerce please, give us a 
call on 01397 705 765.’

WHAT’S ON

Sensei James Knight (with black leggings) teaches defensive movements to student Alex Farquhar.

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Ancient Japanese martial art of 
Aikido is fi ghting fi t in Lochaber

‘Warriorship is none other than 
the vitality that sustains all life’ 
– Morihei Ueshiba, The Art of 
Peace

EVERY Thursday night, the 
community hall in the village 
of Roy Bridge turns into a little 
piece of Japan and the transfor-
mation brings with it a sense of 
calm and positive energy.

For that one night each week, 
the space becomes the dojo - or 
training hall - for the members 
of the Lochaber Aikido Club 
and it is here that for the past 
two years men, women and 
youngsters have been devoting 
themselves to learn this tradi-
tional Japanese martial art.

But you’d be forgiven for 
thinking that, upon hearing the 
term ‘martial art’, that it means 
the classes are all devoted to 
learning how to fight because 
there is more to the art of Ai-
kido than fighting. 

True it is about struggle, but 
it is the struggle to develop and 
improve oneself as a human 
being that is the real battle each 
Aikidoka - or Aikido practition-
er - faces.

Founded by Morihei Ueshiba, 
Aikido is a Japanese martial 
art that utilises a comprehen-
sive system of throwing, joint 
immobilisation, striking and 

pinning techniques, coupled 
with training in traditional Jap-
anese weapons such as sword 
and staff.

 But to Ueshiba, his martial art 
is about more than vanquishing 
an aggressive opponent, and just 
as equally is an intense physical 

and spiritual training regimen 
to perfect human character and 
develop genuine wisdom.

The term do, meaning ‘way’, 
is common in Japanese martial 
arts such as judo and kendo, and 
in various non-martial arts, such 
as calligraphy (shodo), flower 

arranging (kado) and tea cere-
mony (chado or sado).

Therefore, Aikido literally 
translates as the ‘way of combin-
ing forces’, in that ‘aiki’ refers to 
the principle of blending with 
an attacker’s movements.

The Lochaber club was set up 

by Sensei James Knight, a fifth 
dan ranked black belt and in-
structor with the Ki Federation.

There are numerous organsa-
tions for the different styles of 
Aikido that can now be found in 
the UK.

For its part, the Ki Federation, 
which is one of the biggest 
organisations, teaches students 
to develop calmness, positivity, 
co-ordination and self-con-
fidence for daily life through 
their practice of Aikido. 

There is no tension, aggression 
or competition involved.

Learning how to cultivate a 
calm mind and relaxed body is 
the way to deal with the myriad 
pressures, stresses and strains 
that the modern 21st-century 
world assaults us with day in 
and day out.

Sensei Knight, who moved 
with his family to the area just 
three years ago, says the club is 
thriving and growing steadily. 

‘Our adults’ class has been 
going for about two years, with 
the juniors’ class for about six 
months longer,’ he said during 
a break in teaching Thursday 
night’s students.

‘We are only a small club, but 
with a very dedicated group 
of students – they are a very 
interesting mix of people and 
abilities.

‘Our main emphasis is relaxa-
tion. If anyone comes along to a 
class expecting it to be all about 

fighting, they will be surprised.
‘The best way to describe 

our Aikido would be that it is 
something akin to mindfulness 
under physical pressure.’

Sensei Knight, who has prac-
tised Aikido for 24 years, says 
the art is a great way to equip 
people to cope with the tribula-
tions of modern living.

‘If you sit at a desk all day, 
that’s not good for your body. 
We strive to achieve the co-or-
dination of mind and body, 
learning how to be relaxed and 
absorb pressure - from wher-
ever that comes and to give 
out pressure by moving people 
around.’

Students in the adult classes 
range from men and women in 
their 30s through to those in 
their 60s, but it is open to all 
ages.

Classes are suitable for all 
levels of fitness and the art can 
be practised equally by men and 
women of any age or ability.

Sensei Knight added: ‘It is by 
learning to relax and co-ordi-
nate our body movement with 
our mind that we can improve 
our health and fitness and 
enhance the overall quality of 
our lives.’

For more information con-
tact  01397 712715, email info@
lochaber-aikido.org.uk or visit 
Lochaber Aikido Club Face-
book page and website (www.
lochaber-aikido.org.uk).

Sensei James Knight speaks to the dedicated members of Lochaber Aikido Club.

THE KILMALLIE Singers start 
their winter programme tonight, 
Thursday September 7, at 7.30pm 
in Kilmallie Church of Scotland 
Hall, Caol. The evening will begin 
with a short annual general 
meeting, followed by a rehearsal 
for a performance in April 2018. 
Work will begin on the group’s 
traditional Christmas Carol con-
cert later this year. New members 
are welcome. Contact 07936 
413309 for further information.

LOCHABER Local History 
Society will welcome Dr Iain 
McNicol from Appin to the 
Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, 
tonight, Thursday September 
7. Dr McNicol will give an illus-
trated talk on prisoner of war 
camps in Kinlochleven during 
the First World War. 

THE ROYAL Scottish Country 
Dance Society of Lochaber 
is hosting events during the 
second weekend of September. 
Tomorrow (Friday September 
8), there will be two sets by The 
Sorries and a Scottish Country 
Dance set performed by Angela 
Young, starting at 7.30pm at the 
Ben Nevis Hotel, North Road, Fort 
WIlliam. Tickets are £8. Morning 
classes will be held on Saturday 
September 9 at Kilmallie Commu-
nity Centre, Corpach, from 10am 
to 11.15am and from 11.35am to 
12.50pm. Classes cost £4 each.

AS PART of World Suicide 
Prevention Day, suicide aware-
ness charity Chris’s House is 
organising a walk on Sunday 
September 10. Leaving from 
Caol Community Centre at 
noon, the group will walk to 
the canal basin at Corpach and 
back along Caol shore towards 
the centre. There is a minimum 
£1 donation. Contact 07876 
425913 for more information.

FORT William Photographic So-
ciety will meet on Tuesday Sep-
tember 12 at 7pm in the Salvation 
Army hall. Glencoe photographer 
Karl Gri�  n will talk about basic 
camera techniques, followed by 
a discussion of members’ photos 
from recent club walks and on 
the themes of red and waterfalls.  
Non-members are welcome.

THE ANNUAL general meeting 
of Lochaber Sports Association 
will be held on Wednesday 
September 13 at 6.30pm at 
Lochaber Rugby Club, Banavie. 

THERE will be an opportunity for 
owners of small businesses based 
in Lochaber to discuss busi-
ness-related issues with local MP 
Ian Blackford at Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church of Scotland, 
in Fort William, on Wednesday, 
September 19, from 5.30-7pm. 
No need to book but please 
contact Gillian Sloan at info@
galleryinthefort.co.uk to con� rm 
attendance.

TRANSPORT bosses are promising a series of 
overnight closures of the A82 will not impact on 
this year’s Royal National Mòd, due to be held in 
Lochaber next month.

The closures, which will start later this month, 
are to allow for more than £400,000-worth of 
essential maintenance work on the Ballachulish 
Bridge on the A82. The work, which involves 
replacing the bridge expansion joints in the bridge 
deck, will get under way on Monday for up to 
seven weeks. 

Temporary traffic lights will be in place contin-
uously during the work and there will be a tempo-
rary 30mph speed limit to keep road workers and 
motorists safe during the improvements.

To allow teams to access the bridge joints in the 
centre of the carriageway, four overnight road 

closures are required. These are scheduled for 
October - dates to be confirmed - between 10pm 
and 6am and will be timed to avoid clashing with 
any traffic travelling during the Mòd in Lochaber.

During the four overnight closures, light vehi-
cles will be diverted via the B863 to Kinlochleven, 
adding an estimated 30 minutes to the journey.

BEAR Scotland’s representative for the north 
west Eddie Ross said: ‘We only ever close roads 
when it is essential and our teams will be making 
full use of the four overnight closures in October 
to carry out as many repairs as possible.

‘We’ve arranged the programme to limit the 
impact to road users as much as possible and have 
taken account of events such as the Royal National 
Mòd in Lochaber when planning our programme 
to avoid any impact.’

Transport bosses pledge A82 
road closures won’t impact Mòd

New ferry board 
chief appointed  
HIGHLANDS and Islands 
businessman Angus Campbell 
has been appointed chairman 
of CalMac’s new community 
board.

The creation of the board 
was part of CalMac’s success-
ful bid to operate west coast 
ferry services for the next 
eight years, along with the 
appointment of Brian Fulton 
as director of community and 
stakeholder engagement.

Mr Campbell, from Lewis, 
said: ‘This initiative will 
enhance communication 
between the company and the 
communities it serves and will 
bring bene� ts to everyone.’

We know that replacing your windows and doors can be one of the biggest decisions you’ll ever 
need to make to improve your home. So it makes sense to choose a range that offers beautifully 

designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

Make the right decision when
CHOOSING YOUR NEW WINDOWS 
AND DOORS

need to make to improve your home. So it makes sense to choose a range that offers beautifully 
designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
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LOCHABER Schools’ Pipe 
Band held its last street parade 
of the 2017 summer season last 
week after weeks of playing for 
visitors in the centre of Fort 
William.

Fortunately the streets 
remained dry on Thursday 
allowing the band to perform its 
usual wide range of traditional, 
lively sets. 

The weather has been erratic 
all summer, with the band 
forced to call off four of its 
parades, but it still managed 15 
nights of entertainment in the 
High Street.

The band was playing with 
a new set of Andante drums, 
partly funded by a grant from 
the Helen and SG MacGregor 
Bequest Fund.

Collections during these street 
parades are a vital source of 
income and enables the band to 
provide uniforms, instruments, 

THE CHANCES of Fort 
William getting its own road 
accident police unit are ‘quite 
unlikely’, according to a Lo-
chaber police sergeant.

At a meeting last month, 
members of Kilmallie Com-
munity Council raised con-
cerns over the lack of a police 
road accident investigation 
unit in Fort William after a 
number of road traffic colli-
sions (RTCs) this summer led 
to road closures of up to seven 
hours.

Community council member 
Jim Ramsay said: ‘When the 
new police station was built 
they said there’d be sufficient 
numbers and trained people 
to cover road accidents.’

Currently, Fort William and 
Lochaber relies on police 
accident investigators from 
Inverness or Dingwall.

Sergeant Andy Bilton 
explained: ‘It’s to do with kit 
primarily, rather than local 
people that are trained. The 
kit is in Inverness and it is 
hugely expensive - the camera 
is upwards of £1m. Having the 
equipment locally is quite un-
likely. The units in Inverness 
and Dingwall cover the High-
lands which means if there 
is a collision in Caithness or 
Sutherland, for example, they 
have to go out there and cover 
it too. The Highlands actually 
are the most equipped for 
RTCs than we’ve ever been.’

Members highlighted the 
units in Inverness and Ding-
wall could easily be blocked 
on their way to an accident in 
Lochaber if other sections of 
the A82 are also closed.

Sergeant Bilton continued: 
‘A big problem is the lack 
of availability of diversion 
routes. Traffic Scotland 
only put diversions on trunk 
roads.’

Road crash 
probe unit 
for Fort 
‘unlikely’

POLICE have charged a man 
in connection with a theft 
from commercial premises in 
Fort William.

The 27-year-old was 
detained in the early hours 
of Monday September 4 in 
connection with an incident 
at a property in Ben Nevis 
Industrial Estate.

A number of items were 
found to have been removed 
from the premises. These 
have since been recovered.

The man is expected to ap-
pear at Fort William Sheriff 
Court in due course.

THERE was much delight among teachers and 
staff of Ardnamurchan high and Acharacle prima-
ry schools this summer when former pupil Char-
lie-Anne Pleming gained entry to the prestigious 
University of Oxford.

Charlie, 18, is the first pupil from either the 
primary or secondary schools to be offered a place 
at Oxford, where she will read for a law degree at 
Lady Margaret Hall next month.

Charlie, her family and former teachers are over 
the moon at her acceptance to study at the famous 
university.

‘I’ve always wanted to study law and to get the 
chance to do that at Oxford is amazing. I wasn’t 
expecting it,’ said Charlie, who already had an 
unconditional offer to study law at Edinburgh 
University before her exam results this summer 
secured her a place at Oxford.

Mum Jackie and dad Peter are delighted their 
daughter has done so well. ‘It’s been a highly 
stressful year for Charlie with all the studying she 
had to do. But she has always been very focused 
when it comes to something she wants,’ Jackie, who 
works part-time at Acharacle Primary School, told 
The Lochaber Times this week.

‘She just set her mind to go for it and now she’ll 
soon be off to Oxford University. It’s a fantastic 
achievement and we are all very proud of her.’

In June, as her secondary school career drew to 
a close, Charlie was honoured with the Lochaber 
Housing Award for Academic Excellence at a spe-
cial pupil assembly. She was also the recipient of 
the Rotary Club of Lochaber Prize for Endeavour.

Despite her excitement, she admits to being a 
little nervous about the move south. ‘I’m a little 
bit anxious about moving, but also very excited 
and looking forward to it. The nice thing is I only 
have to be away for two months at a time,’ Charlie 

Award winners Emilli Donoghue, left, Ewan McGregor, centre, and Rachael Fraser, right, surrounded 
by band members in Cameron Square during the � nal street parade of the summer. 

Acharacle’s budding legal eagle 
Charlie set to soar at Oxford

Charlie-Anne Pleming, from Acharacle, now � nds 
herself making the news and not just reading 

about it, with her entry to the University of 
Oxford. 2JP F36 Local Lass o�  to Oxford- Charlie-Anne Pleming

added. Speaking this week, a member of staff at 
Acharacle primary school said everyone at the 
school was thrilled for Charlie and Ardnamur-
chan high head teacher Christopher Millar-Craig 
commented: ‘We are obviously all so delighted 
for Charlie. She worked very hard and has done 
extremely well, getting three straight ‘As’. She is 
also a very good Gaelic speaker. She has a lot of 
good background skills.’

As for her future plans after her time at the 
university, which was immortalised in Evelyn 
Waugh’s novel Brideshead Revisited and the 1980s 
television series of the same name, Charlie hopes 
to practise human rights law.

‘That’s what I’d really like to do, but I am well 
aware you don’t always get to do what you want 
right away and have to work towards it,’ she said.

Young school musicians pipe out season
free tuition and membership to 
youngsters from local primaries 
and Lochaber High School.

The final night was also the 
band’s opportunity to bid fare-
well to departing members.

Ewan McGregor, a piper for 
three years, is leaving the area 
to join the army, and Emilli 
Donoghue, a bass and tenor 
drummer for six years, is start-
ing a college course in early 
education and childcare. 

They both received a photo-
graphic memento and certificate 
from Lochaber High School 
head teacher Jim Sutherland. 

Also recognised was snare 
drummer Rachel Fraser, who 
was presented with a shield for 
dress and bearing. 

The band is currently having a 
short break from performances 
and rehearsals but will be back 
together for the Loch Ness Mar-
athon on Sunday September 24.

MSP KATE Forbes has wel-
comed proposals to build 400 
new homes in Fort William 
and says she wants to see ‘mass 
building of houses in Lochaber’ 
despite the extra traffic conges-
tion this would create on the 
area’s already struggling roads.

Ms Forbes was commenting on 
Lochaber Housing Association’s 
screening application, lodged 
with Highland Council, for the 
construction of 400 new afforda-
ble houses in the town’s Upper 
Achintore.

In July it was announced 

MSP calls for ‘mass building’  
of new houses in Lochaber

plans to build at least 200 new 
affordable homes at Upper 
Achintore were to progress 
following the award of a £1.2 
million grant from the Scottish 
Government to Lochaber Hous-
ing Association. The grant was 
awarded through the Scottish 
Government’s Affordable Hous-
ing Supply Programme, which 
supports the government’s aim 
of delivering 50,000 affordable 
homes, including 35,000 for 
social rent, by 2021.

Asked if she had concerns 
that doubling the number of 
houses proposed for the Upper 
Achintore site to 400 would 
only seriously increase growing 
traffic problems, Ms Forbes said 

poor infrastructure could not be 
allowed to stall growth and jobs 
creation. 

‘We cannot let unsuitable in-
frastructure limit the potential 
for growth, jobs and reliable 
sources of income,’ she told the 
Lochaber Times this week.

The constituency MSP for Lo-
chaber said affordable housing 
was a massive challenge in Lo-
chaber, especially in and around 
Fort William. 

‘Housing is, without a doubt, 
the single most frequent subject 
that people write to me about or 
ask for my help with,’ she said.

‘I am, of course, always happy 
to help with specific individuals 
but I would really like to see mass 

building of houses in Lochaber. 
If the housing list is already as 
long as it is, it will only get longer 
with the potential influx of new 
jobs and work opportunities. It 
is very important we are build-
ing the right houses - ones that 
are truly affordable and with 
different numbers of bedrooms.’

And Ms Forbes added that 
new housing needed to be in the 
right places. ‘There’s no perfect 
site for housing but I hope 
the planning department at 
Highland Council will do what 
is in the best interests of local 
residents,’ she added. ‘We have a 
long way to go, but I am pleased 
to see proposals for building a 
lot more houses in Lochaber.’

Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes says she would like to see ‘mass 
building of houses’ across the region.

Man arrested in 
connection with 
town theft

Lochaber Times 
newsdesk 

01397 703003

ROADS operator BEAR Scot-
land has told The Lochaber Times 
it flagged up its own concerns 
about wide loads being moved 
through Fort William at one of 
the busiest times of the year.

Asked to comment on local 
frustrations over the transport 
of giant dump trucks from Glen-
sanda Quarry on the Morvern 
Peninsula, a BEAR Scotland 
spokesperson said: ‘We always 
encourage the transportation 
of particularly wide loads to 
be undertaken outside busy, 
weekday periods to minimise 
the disruption caused. 

‘We raised specific concerns 
about these wide loads moving 
through Fort William at this 
time of the year. We’ve been 
alerted to a further planned 
large load movement this week 
(today, September 7) and more 
again next week. 

‘As such, we’ve restated our 
advice to those involved about 

One of the giant dump trucks, 
carried on a transporter, slows 
tra�  c through Fort William on 

Tuesday. F35 A82 Trucks 01JP

 

Road operator’s wide load concern 

avoiding busy times given the 
impact, particularly on Fort 
William.’

The Scottish Parliament will 
hear the tales of traffic woes 
along the A82 and around Fort 
William following the lodging 
of a parliamentary question by 
Highland MSP David Stewart.

Mr Stewart will tell fellow 
MSPs and government ministers 
that roads not fit for the 21st 
century are definitely not suita-
ble for the transport of abnormal 
wide loads, such as the current 
shipments of giant dump trucks.

‘Why convey these massive 
vehicles along roads that are 
frankly not fit for purpose of 
the 21 century in any case, 
never mind using them for the 
transportation of such large bulk 
loads?’ commented Mr Stewart.

‘Constituents advise me that 
some tailbacks include in excess 
of 300 vehicles and the local 
roads policing unit apparently 
has no say in the timings of 
these convoys which are being 
arranged from the Police Abnor-
mal Loads Unit in Glenrothes.

‘Surely common sense needs 
to be applied here so I wait with 
interest to hear why this nonsen-
sical situation has been allowed 
to arise.’
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THE HERITAGE Lottery 
Fund (HLF) has backed a 
project to bring a Staffin 
church back into community 
use.

Kilmuir and Stenscholl 
Church of Scotland in north 
Skye is to receive develop-
ment funding of £25,400 for 
essential repairs.

Rev John Murray, local 
parish minister, said: ‘We’re 
delighted the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund has given us this 
initial support. Public wor-
ship has been a feature of 
this building for the past 187 
years and it’s great we are a 
step closer to preserving this 
heritage for the community.’

The building had been 
used continuously since 1830 
until structural issues led to 

its closure last year. It is a 
Grade B listed building with 
links to Thomas Telford and 
a close association with the 
area’s Gaelic community.

Lucy Casot, head of HLF 
Scotland, added: ‘Scotland’s 
historic and diverse places 
of worship are so often at 
the heart of our commu-
nities. Thanks to National 
Lottery players, HLF funds 
urgent structural repairs 
and  improved facilities and 
visitor information. 

‘Developing our heritage 
to be at the heart of com-
munity life at Staffin is an 
excellent example of how 
HLF can help conserve a 
much-loved building so it 
can continue to serve its 
local community.’

MSP KATE Forbes is exploring the 
possibility of Skye being given ‘protect-
ed status’ to ensure the tourist hotspot 
remains unspoiled.

Writing on the issue of tourism 
pressures on the island, Ms Forbes 
also called for Skye to have a shared 
transport system for ‘time-poor’ tourists 
to ease pressure on the island’s creaking 
roads infrastructure.

Over the past few months the Skye 
MSP has been discussing the issue ex-
tensively with tourism groups, including 
SkyeConnect, as well as other local 
businesses and residents and recently 
spent a week on the island as part of her 

summer tour. The island’s 10,000-strong 
population is reported to have grown 
at least six-fold during the height of the 
current summer season, exacerbating 
problems with basic amenities such as 
toilets, parking and litter bins.

Ms Forbes MSP said what was needed 
was a map that recognises online travel 
website TripAdvisor’s huge impact 
on setting the destination agenda for 
visitors.

‘We need to help visitors travel to 
hotspots in another way, not in hundreds 
of cars or mega-size coaches, but with 
some sort of shared transport system,’ 
she stated.

‘It is already happening to some extent, 
but needs to grow. Tourists want to visit 
key sites, take a selfie and move on.

‘Let’s help them do that and at the 
same time take traffic off the road.’

She added: ‘The question is not 
whether there are too many tourists, but 
about whether it creates a sustainable 
future for Skye – permanent jobs, higher 
incomes and opportunities for entrepre-
neurs. The state has a role to play. We 
need to protect the land and alleviate 
pressure at the pinch points. The sheer 
numbers walking to the Fairy Pools, 
or leaving bits and pieces at the Fairy 
Glen, undermines the marketing man’s 

definition of Skye as ‘unspoiled’. That’s 
why I’ve been exploring the possibility of 
some kind of protected status for Skye 
which would recognise the incredible 
geological, natural wealth of Skye.’

Before the summer Ms Forbes organ-
ised the first of a series of meetings to 
identify and find solutions to pressures 
caused by increases in tourism.

It is hoped the Scottish Government’s 
Cabinet Secretary for Tourism, Fiona 
Hyslop MSP, will address a gathering of 
community representatives, local busi-
nesses and public bodies at the second 
meeting later in the year but a date has 
still to be finalised. 

SKYECONNECT, the new 
destination management or-
ganisation (DMO) for Skye and 
Raasay, has been given funding 
by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) to employ a 
full-time project officer.

Formed earlier this year, the 
organisation brings together the 
business and tourism industry 
on the islands, working with or-
ganisations and people including 
Highland Council, councillors, 
VisitScotland, the Scottish Gov-
ernment, Business Gateway and 
HIE together with community 
bodies and residents.

SkyeConnect has also wel-
comed the support of Kate 
Forbes MSP who has been a 
driving force in highlighting the 
challenges and opportunities for 
tourism on Skye and Raasay - 

COMMUNITY projects on the 
islands of Canna and Sanday, 
as well as in Gairloch, will share 
a £290,000 cash boost from 
Highland Council’s capital 
discretionary fund.

Isle of Canna Community 
Development Trust was 
awarded £10,000 to create a 
non-tidal vehicle access track 
on Sanday which will allow 
use of the road bridge that 
connects Sanday with Canna 
without being dependent 
on tides. Councillors also ap-
proved £200,000 for Gairloch 
& District Heritage Company 
Ltd towards the costs of 
developing a new community 
heritage hub in the former 
council roads depot.

Councillor Alister Mackinnon, 
chairman of the corporate 
resources committee, said: 
‘These well-deserving projects 
will make a huge di� erence 
to the communities they are 
located in.’

Projects 
share 
£290k cash 
windfall

Sta�  n church was closed last year. 

Staffi n church repairs get lottery fund boost

MSP explores possibility of 
‘protected status’ for Skye

Shirley Spear, Anne Gracie and Rob Ware, interim directors of 
SkyeConnect, sign the contract with Highlands and Islands 

Enterprise for funding for a project o�  cer.

the second most popular visitor 
destination in Scotland after 
Edinburgh.

SkyeConnect has been collab-
orating with other DMOs across 
the Highlands and islands 
which included presentations at 
the first of a series of tourism 
forums in June.

In the next few weeks an 
extensive recruitment process 
will start to seek a high-calibre 
candidate to join SkyeConnect 
and its interim board to map 
the way forward to establish the 
company as an effective tourism 
and business hub representing 
the communities of Skye and 
Raasay.

Shirley Spear, interim chair-
woman of SkyeConnect, said 
it was all about ensuring a 
sustainable future for tourism 

in Skye and Raasay, in a contin-
uing climate where ‘tourism is 
everyone’s business’.

Councillor John Gordon, 
elected member for Eilean a’ 
Cheò, added: ‘SkyeConnect has 
worked hard to get to this place 
and we congratulate everyone 
involved. This is excellent news 
for our area and an important 
development in having a more 
strategic approach for Eilean a’ 
Cheò.’

Ms Forbes said: ‘After a busy 
summer, it’s great to see pro-
gress on the tourism front. I’ve 
long said that what is lacking on 
Skye is a strategic plan for the 
future and I have high hopes this 
new project officer will be just 
the person to do it. This summer 
is evidence we need a plan to 
make the most of tourism.’

Tourism group gets funding for full-time post

SABHAL Mòr Ostaig’s 2017 
lecture will be delivered by a 
former student.

Julie Fowlis, who has won 
acclaim as a singer and musi-
cian and has showcased her 
Gaelic heritage to audiences 
worldwide, will deliver this 
year's lecture on Thursday 
September 14.

The lecture begins at 4pm 
and will be followed by a 
drinks reception at 5.30pm.

KYLE of Lochalsh RNLI hosts its 
Maritime day on Saturday and organis-
ers are hoping for another good turnout 
for what is the branch’s main annual 
fundraiser.

‘We are looking to build on the suc-
cess of last year’s Maritime Day and 
this year’s will be the biggest yet, with 
demonstrations from Kyle and Mallaig 
lifeboats as well as Kyle Fire Brigade,’ 
said branch press officer Andy Mac-
Donald.

The British Underwater Testing and 
Evaluation Centre will be present and 
is once again allowing the public access 
on to some of its boats.

Coastguard, police and mountain res-
cue will be there during the day, while 

musical entertainment will be provided 
by Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band.

Weather permitting, the local kayak-
ing club will be getting people out on 
the water while on shore there will be 
an obstacle race, rope throwing compe-
tition and more.

This year there will also be a tractor 
pulling competition where teams of six 
people will see how fast they can pull 
the branch’s launching tractor over a set 
distance.

The day starts at noon and will be 
rounded off with the annual Kyle Fire 
Brigade raft race at 6pm. Anyone wish-
ing to enter the raft race should contact 
Mike Henderson on 07990 793108 or 
Kyle Fire Brigade’s Facebook page.

Organisers are hoping for a big turnout on Saturday to support Kyle of Lochalsh 
RNLI’s Maritime Day.

All hands on deck for 
RNLI’s Maritime Day’

Former pupil 
delivers lecture 

Fossil fanatic 
honoured

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar has described a meeting 
with Scottish and UK Gov-
ernment officials over island 
renewables as very positive.

Parliamentary Under Secre-
tary of State for Industry and 
Energy Richard Harrington 
MP and Scottish Minister for 
Business, Innovation and En-
ergy Paul Wheelhouse MSP 
met local authority officials 
to discuss the delivery of the 
Conservative Party manifesto 
to support island renewables.

At the meeting, officials 
from the Department for 
Business, Energy and Indus-
trial Strategy outlined the 
process for the future.

This included the recogni-
tion of ‘remote island wind’ 
as a distinct technology cate-
gory; the resubmission of the 
state aid application to the 
European Commission and 
the UK Government’s official 
response to the 2016 Island 
Wind consultation.

Two parallel consultations 
around ‘remote island wind’ 
and how projects can deliver 
benefits to the community 
will also be launched in the 
autumn.

Comhairle director of devel-
opment Calum Iain Maciver 
said: ‘This was an important 
and positive meeting that 
clearly sets the agenda for 
the next period. The minister 
and his officials were positive 
about prospects for the 
islands and were keen to hear 
how the islands could benefit 
from the establishment of a 
renewables industry. Island 
representatives discussed 
with the Minister the trans-
formative economic potential 
of renewables, the strategic 
goal of ensuring communities 
across the islands benefit from 
the establishment of the new 
industry, the different types 
of benefits that will accrue as 
well as the different types of 
methodologies for disbursing 
these benefits.

‘There are still challenges, 
but the meeting with Mr 
Harrington has reinvigorated 
prospects for island renewa-
bles. 

‘There now appears to be 
a broad consensus between 
the UK and Scottish Govern-
ments, the three island local 
authorities and the developer 
that progress can and will be 
made. The comhairle will 
continue to work hard to 
help deliver on the potential 
arising from the meeting.’

Island 
renewables 
meeting a 
success  

FOSSIL fanatic Dugald Ross 
has been honoured by a pal-
aeontology charity.

The Palaeontological Asso-
ciation awarded Dugald the 
Mary Anning Award last year 
for his many contributions and 
dedication to palaeontology 
but he wasn’t able to attend 
the ceremony in Lyon. 

To make sure his achieve-
ment was celebrated, Dugald 
was presented with his award 
by palaeontology experts 
earlier this year. A self-taught 
fossil hunter, he has published 
numerous academic papers 
and safeguards fossil sites 
on Skye for Scottish Natural 
Heritage. For decades, Dugald 
has collected fossils in his time 
o�  from working as a builder 
and a crofter.
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Martin was 
gifted with 
great ability. 
Everyone’s 
thoughts are 
with Siobhan 
and the 
family ”

Kilmallie Shinty Club

A DOZEN Korean commercial 
divers have obtained their 
Health & Safety Executive 
(HSE) diving certification on 
the first Korean-language HSE 
diving course at The Underwa-
ter Centre, Fort William.

The 12 divers from Deep Sea 
Works, South Korea, completed 
the course - normally delivered 
in English - entirely in the Kore-
an language.

The Underwater Centre uses 
translators to deliver courses to 
groups of non-English speaking 
divers, allowing companies from 
non-English speaking countries 
to obtain this globally recog-
nised diver certification.

The centre had all the course 
documentation – including dive 
plans, log books and course ma-
terial – translated into Korean.

MOUNTAINEERING Scot-
land is calling for absolute 
protection for wild land in 
planning policy.

The representative body 
for hill walkers has hit out 
at planners following the 
outcome of a judicial review 
which upheld plans for a wind 
farm to be built on a wild land 
area in the Highlands.

Views from northern 
mountains, such as Scotland’s 
most northerly Munro Ben 
Hope, will be impacted by the 
22-turbine Creag Riabhach 
wind farm, with five of the 
turbines standing within a 
wild land area on the Altna-
harra Estate in Sutherland.

Mountaineering Scotland 
chief executive officer David 
Gibson said: ‘This outcome 
emphasises why the Scottish 
Government must change its 
present policy. Wild land are-
as must get the same absolute 
protection as National Scenic 
Areas and National Parks.’

FRIENDS and family have paid 
tribute to a Fort William man 
who died suddenly last week 
while on a golfing holiday.

Martin Duncan, 35, from Caol, 
died while on holiday in Ireland 
with around 20 members of Fort 
William Golf Club, including his 
father, James Duncan, who is a 
steward at the club.

The group had not long arrived 
on their trip when Martin, an 
offshore worker, collapsed. His 
death is believed to have been 
caused by a heart attack.

Martin leaves a widow Siobhan 
and two young daughters.

Tributes were paid to Martin 
last week as Lochaber’s sporting 
community came together to 
mourn the loss of one of its most 
popular figures. A keen golfer 

Call for 
wild land 
protection

Tributes paid to Lochaber man 

and shinty player, Martin was 
involved in a number of clubs 
in the area, most prominently 
Fort William Golf Club and 
Kilmallie Shinty Club. Having 
represented the club for many 

Martin Duncan. 

years, Kilmallie paid tribute 
to Martin at the weekend as 
players and supporters released 
50 blue and white balloons - to 

Players and supporters release blue and white balloons at Canal 
Parks in tribute to Martin. 

mark the club’s colours - in his 
memory. It was a fitting tribute 
to hold the tribute at a youth 
match given that Martin was a 
keen supporter of youth shinty 
and often watched his nephew 
play for the club at Canal Parks. 

A statement from Kilmallie 
Shinty Club said: ‘Martin played 
at every level for Kilmallie Shin-
ty Club and was gifted with great 
ability. Everyone’s thoughts are 
with Siobhan and the family at 
this time.’

The club called off all of its 
senior matches at the weekend 
as a mark of respect. 

This has been a particularly 
difficult year for the club as it 
is still reeling from the death of 
fellow internationalist Duncan 
Rodger, 29, who passed away in 
May this year. 

Martin’s funeral was held at 
St John’s Church in Caol on 
Tuesday.

The course was delivered in 
Fort William with the assistance 
of an on-site interpreter. As well 
as translating the instructions 
and feedback from the asses-
sors, the interpreter also helped 
with everyday issues, including 
explaining the centre’s restau-
rant menu.

Deep Sea Works specialises 
in civil engineering, diving 
and construction work. The 
company’s chief executive Im 
Chang Yung chose the centre 
after being impressed with its 
instructors and facilities when 
he undertook his HSE Closed 
Bell training in 2008.

Chang Yung was delighted 
with his team’s experience at 
the centre, giving it top marks 
for course content, delivery, 
facilities and staff.

‘I would definitely recommend 
The Underwater Centre to other 
companies and I will be sending 
my next group of divers to do 
their HSE ECA in November,’ 
he said.

The centre’s air diving training 
manager Ali MacLeod was 
pleased with the smooth opera-
tion of the course. 

‘We had allowed a buffer of 
an extra week for working in 
another language, but we didn’t 
need it.

‘The process worked really 
well and the on-site interpreter 
was fantastic. It also helped that 
the candidates were some of the 
best divers we have ever assessed 
on the HSE ECA.’

The centre has also delivered 
non-English speaking courses at 
its school in Tasmania. 

Korean divers notch up a 
fi rst for underwater centre

The happy group of Korean divers who took part in the Underwater Centre’s � rst Korean language 
course. 

Anger grows over 
uno�  cial dump
FRUSTRATION is growing 
over the continued dumping 
of waste at Mount Alexander 
industrial site near Banavie.

At a Kilmallie Community 
Council meeting last month, 
members condemned the 
regular disposal of waste 
materials at the site.

Secretary Russell Leaper 
said: ‘It is becoming an unof-
ficial dump. There’s years of 
accumulation. I’ll be contact-
ing the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency again as 
they should explain why they 
haven’t done anything about 
it in five years.’

The community council has 
previously raised the issue 
with the protection agency 
and local police.

 
 

BID4Oban said: ‘Oban 
has experienced many 
changes over recent 
years. From the cutbacks 
in local authority budgets, 
to the increased traffic 
in the town due to road 
equivalent tariff and the 
increased pressure that 
it is putting on the town’s 
limited parking provision.

Over the past five years 
BID4Oban has worked 
tirelessly on behalf of the 
business community with 
Argyll and Bute Council. 
Traffic management and 
access issues are a problem 
for many businesses. The 
continuing rise of energy 
costs and the new rateable 
values are putting more 
pressure on businesses. 
Oban requires a co-ordi-
nated response from all 
businesses to address these 
problems and support 
them. Globally visitor 
numbers are increasing 
and Oban is no exception.

‘The retail sector in 
particular has suffered 
with the growth of online 
shopping but we are fortu-
nate that having a strong 
tourist trade has helped 
to mitigate some of this 
impact with a vibrant, 
clean and attractive town.

‘To keep visitors and 
shoppers coming to Oban, 
we have to persuade them 
to come in the quieter 

The Key Objectives for the next � ve-year term are clearly 
outlined in the recently published business plan sent to all 
eligible levy payers. It is also available online at the compa-
ny’s website – www.bid4oban.co.uk 

• To improve the economic opportunities for the businesses 
in the Oban

• To increase footfall, both local and visitor
• To make the BID ‘cost neutral’ for each business by way 

of incremental bene� ts it brings to the town in terms of 
investment and sponsorship

• To address the issues of individual sectors by partnership 
working

• To improve businesses relationships with each other, the 
local authority and the community

• To market the town to a local, regional, national and 
international audience in conjunction with Oban and 
Lorn Tourism Association. This will ensure Oban i s 
e� ectively marketed throughout the UK and 
globally as a fantastic destination to visit.

• To give businesses a strong, unifi ed voice 
when dealing with both the local author-
ity and Scottish Government. 

• To support local voluntary groups whose 
aims align with the BID in terms of fund-
ing for new and existing events. 

e� ectively marketed throughout the UK and 

months in increasing num-
bers and extend the season. 
In addition, we have to 
work with and occasionally 
lobby the local authority to 
ensure that local strategies 
do not negatively impact 
on trade.’

Over its first five years, 
BID4Oban has produced 
a whole range of initia-
tives that have improved 
the town.

Among them are the 
introduction of BID4Oban 
town ambassadors, who 

h a v e 
i n t e r a c t e d w i t h 
more than 49,000 visitors; 
shop-front improvement 
grants have been issued 
to many businesses; 
numerous events have 
been supported financially 

including Oban Live; In 
addition, in kind support 
and advice has always been 
available. It has provided 
local business liaison during 
the implementation of the 
CHORD projects which 
included Stafford Street, 
Station Square and George 
Street improvements.

BID4Oban has also been 
responsible for putting up 
over 700 hanging baskets 
and floral arrangements 
around the town over its 
current term; In partner-

ship with Argyll and 
Bute Council we have 
enhanced the Christ-

mas lights through-
out Oban ensuring 
a welcoming and 
festive atmos-
phere. Along with 

the reindeer parade 
in November these 

investments ensure a 
vibrant town centre is 

created.  The recent instal-
lation of BID4Oban WIFI 
in the main centre of Oban 
has enhanced visitors expe-
rience, we are now working 
with Scottish Government 

to extend and enhance this 
service; The town diary 
and updating the what’s 
on in and around Oban is 
an integral part in working 
with many organisations 
to highlight events. Our 
fantastic town centre fire-
works display in November 
and Hogmanay are now an 
integral part of established 
events. Most recently 
BID4Oban has worked with 
local businesses to establish 
ad-hoc markets to enable 
them to promote both local 
produce and merchandise. 
BID4Oban works closely 
with the Cruise Group to 
ensure we capitalise on the 
many shipping lines now 
visiting the town and with 
the establishment of the new 
Pontoons in the town this 
attraction of Oban will only 
increase in this sector. 

The “Love Oban” brand 
has been established for 
all our marketing and 
this will be enhanced in a 
second term. BID4Oban 
launched the Love Oban 
Gift Vouchers and these 
have been a fantastic suc-

cess since its launch. Love 
Oban Voucher sales now 
top £32,000 and a major 
marketing plan is now in 
place to ensure Obanites, 
their friends and visitors 
benefit from this initiative. 

BID4Oban is managed 
by a dedicated team to 
manage its resources. This 
includes Andrew Spence 
- BID Manager, Yvonne 
MacLean – Administrator, 
Kay McDonald – Digital 
and Town Ambassador 
and Joe Reich – Town Am-
bassador. They are there 
to support and enhance 
the BID and encourage 
additional funding from all 
available sources. 

Argyll and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara backed 
BID4Oban, saying: 
‘BID4Oban has worked 
hard to extend the season 
throughout the shoulder 
months and the footfall in 
Oban has increased with 
events like the Winter Fes-
tival, the Hogmanay fire-
works and the renowned 
Oban Live festival, which 
has boosted the economy 

of Oban and the surround-
ing area. I would very much 
support its bid to continue 
this good work.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Mi-
chael Russell added: ‘BID 
is important in helping lo-
cal business to improve the 
environment for itself and 
the communities it serves. 
BID4Oban has got off to a 
good start and has clearly 
made a difference to the 
town. However, there is 
much more to be done and 
I hope the town’s business 
community will keep faith 
with the project and back it 
for the next stage.’

Graham MacQueen 
MBE, from MacQueen 
Bros, said: “Oban is a very 
different, much improved 
place since the formation of 
our BID company. All Oban 
businesses must surely re-
elect BID4Oban to continue 
making our town a shining 
example of success”

A series of drop in 
meetings will be held at 
the BID4Oban offices at 
43 Stevenson Street, Oban, 
PA34 5NA

BID4Oban’s fi ve-year 
term is up for renewal. 
The company is now in 
the process of balloting 
local businesses who are 
currently levy payers for 
a second and exciting 
term. Ballot papers have 
been sent to all eligible 
parties and these must 
be returned no later than 
Thursday 5th October 
2017.

BID4Obans Chairman 
Graeme Bass said: ‘I am 
delighted to present the 
new business plan for the 
second term of BID4Oban 
which has been sent to 

all levy payers. It outlines 
our key priorities and 
gives a taste of how we 
can continue to improve 
and make Oban a strong-
er and more prosperous 
town by working togeth-
er for the bene� t of local 
businesses and the wider 
community.

‘Supporting BID4Oban 
is a great opportunity 
to continue working 
together and make 
Oban a great place to 
live, work and visit. The 
cost to businesses is low 
and, through BID4Oban, 
we can access external 

assistance and funding 
that is not available to 
individual businesses or 
local authorities.

‘By ensuring BID4Oban 
continues, we can keep 
working together to in-
crease footfall, stimulate 
investment and enhance 
the reputation of our 
town. The purpose of 
BID4Oban is to support 
our business community, 
increase trade and 
improve our business 
environment.’

BID4Oban Limited was 
formed in November 2012 
as a result of a resound-

ing ‘yes’ from Oban’s 
business community to 
support joining forces 
to create Scotland’s � rst 
whole town Business Im-
provement District. It was 
formed as a not-for-pro� t 
limited company to deliv-
er BID4Oban’s objectives.

The Vision of BID4Oban 
is to create a vibrant and 
vital town centre, with a 
supportive and involved 
business community. 
This ensures that every 
business trading in Oban 
bene� ts from the collec-
tive involvement of all 
business’s in the BID.

ADVERTORIAL

BID4Oban bids for renewal
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A SPECIAL celebration 
was in order at the 40th 
Ard gour Horticultural 
Show held in Ardgour 
Memorial Hall on Saturday.

The show encourages 
people with an interest 
in gardening, flower 
arranging, baking and 
jam-making to get together 
to not only celebrate these 
past-times but to help raise 
money for the Ardgour and 
Kingairloch churches.

To mark the landmark 
show and celebrate their 
commitment of more than 
40 years, small gifts were 
presented to Bill David-

son, and John and Katie 
Maitland. Chairman John 
Maitland said: ‘It was lovely 
to see so many local people 
there, from children and 
new babies to older mem-
bers of our community. 

‘The show has always 
been about bringing people 
together.’

A farewell gift was also 
presented to Dugie and 
Anne MacDonald, who 
will shortly be moving to 
Milton Keynes. 

John thanked Dugie 
and Anne for their active 
support of the show and 
Dugie for teaching the 

school children about 
gardening.

Ardgour Primary School 
were popular winners 
of the shield for the best 
vegetables, while Cathie 
Carmichael won the over-
all baking prize despite 
the best efforts of her 
niece, Zoe Boyd MacKay.

Keeping it in the family, 
Betty Boyd was the ‘judg-
es’ choice’ of garden while 
Alex Boyd won best kept 
garden. Judges Carolyn 
Harbison and Les Snel-
grove commended Betty 
for the wide range of 
plants in her garden.

Members of the crew at Fort William Fire Station joined members of the public for an 
open night event last week. The evening also saw a demonstration involving a mock 

road tra�  c accident. 1JP F36Fort William Fire Station open night

RAASAY’S first legal 
whisky distillery will of-
ficially open on Saturday 
September 16.

R&B Distillers intends 
to have the first Raasay 
whisky ready to drink by 
2020.

Co-founder Alasdair 
Day said the uniqueness 
of the location would lend 
something extra special 
to the brand. He said: ‘It 
is the location – an island 
off an island with complex 
geology, water and island 
climate with probably 
the best views from any 
distillery in Scotland – 
that makes Raasay ideal 
for our innovative Scotch 
whisky distillery.’

The Hebridean island’s 
120 residents have 
watched eagerly as the 
disused Gothic villa hotel, 
Borodale House, has been 
transformed  into the new 
distillery, adjacent visitor 
centre and Na Tùsairean 
Club members’ accommo-
dation.

The distillery team, which 
will be integral to whisky 
production, was announced 
in July and comprises 
Norman Gillies, an island 
resident; Iain Robertson, a 
young distilling graduate; 
and Chris Anderson, a 
master distiller with dec-

ades of whisky production 
prowess.

The young brand sub-
sequently secured grants 
from the Food Processing 
Marketing and Co-Op-
eration Grants Scheme, 
as well as Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, 
for the development of 
a visitor centre, which 
is projected to bring in 
12,000 visitors to Raasay 
in the first year.

The distillery on Raasay 
will be furnished with two 
copper pot stills sourced 
from Frilli in Tuscany, and 
R&B predicts it will be 
able to produce 150,000 
bottles of Scotch whisky a 
year.

The distillery will be 
independently owned and 
operated and is expected 
to generate employment 
for up to 10 per cent of the 
island residents.

R&B stands for Raasay 
and Borders, two land-
scapes brought together 
through one whisky com-
pany.

Mr Day’s great 
grandfather, Allan 
MacDonald, hailed from 
the Hebrides while his 
other great-grandfather, 
Richard Day, was a master 
blender in the Borders in 
the early 19th century.

A £1,500 grant from the 
Scottish charity Paths for 
All and permission from 
Ardnamurchan Estate 
means Kilchoan Primary 
School pupils will soon 
have a safer route between 
the school and their sports 
hall facilities at the local 
community centre.

The plan to make an 
accessible and safer 
route will mean that the 
children no longer have 
to walk along a stretch of 
winding single-track road 
which has no pavements 
or significant verges, and 
is also the vehicular access 
road to the community 
centre, play park, sports 
field, learning centre and 
the ferry.

Adults will also benefit 
from the new route, which 

joins the back of the 
Kilchoan Hotel grounds 
and allows everyone to 
avoid the narrow road 
junction with Pier Road.

The grant, which was 
successfully applied for 
by West Ardnamurchan 
Community Development 
Company, will cover the 
cost of materials for a 
bridge over the burn to 
be reinstated along with 
new pedestrian gates and 
a pathway.

The community will 
be doing all the work 
and volunteers are being 
recruited for a working 
party for one weekend in 
September.

Look out for more 
details or contact the 
development company at 
wacdc.info@gmail.com.

Raasay Loch Sunart

Kilchoan

Ardgour

Fort William

Glenuig and Acharacle

Many Roamer readers will recall this exhibit of a 
Highland croft interior which featured for many years 

in the West Highland Museum.

TWO Lochaber students 
have raised more than 
£5,000 in aid of a Highland 
mental health charity by cy-
cling the length of the UK.

Jamie Begg and Chris 
Dacre, both 20, and from 
Glenuig and Acharacle,   
took up the challenge 
of cycling from Land’s 
End to John O’Groats in 
memory of Jamie’s mother, 
Anne-Mairi Clegg.

Jamie, an architectural 
student at Edinburgh Uni-
versity, said: ‘The final day 
was definitely the hardest 
for us. It was raining, 
Chris’s bike pedal broke 
and I even lost my jacket.

‘But what really kept us 
going was the support that 
we were shown along the 
way. We had people wishing 
us good luck at each place 
we passed, and the support 
we received from family and 

friends was incredible.’
Jamie and Chris received 

donations along the way, 
but the majority of their 
fundraising took place via 
their JustGiving online 
site, which currently sits at 
a total of £5,019.57.

Jamie commented: ‘My 
mum suffered from mental 
illness for a number of 
years and she never did 
make a recovery. Almost 
exactly two years ago she 
took her own life and it 
had a huge impact on 
me, the rest of my family, 
friends of the family and 
neighbours who’d tried to 
help her.

‘So, along with the fact 
that Birchwood Highland 
covers the Fort William 
area, that’s our underlying 
reason for choosing to sup-
port the hugely important 
work that they do.’ Chris and Jamie at the � nish point at John O’Groats.

Lochaber pair cycle length of UK for charity

New distillery gets 
ready for opening

A LOTTERY grant of 
£9,000 will enable more 
talks and information 
sessions, shore and wa-
ter-based activities, work 
with local schools and the 
development of systems for 
recording, researching and 
sharing information about 
the marine environment 
off the coasts of Sunart and 
Mull.

West Highland Coastal 
Trust (WHCT) success-
fully applied to the Big 
Lottery for the grant to 
develop the new Loch 
Sunart and Sound of Mull 

community organisation 
known as CAOLAS.

The group, which has sup-
port from across Morvern, 
Sunart, Ardnamurchan 
and Mull, was set up in 
2015 when Loch Sunart 
and the Sound of Mull were 
being designated as Marine 
Protected Areas.

‘The seas off the West 
Coast of Scotland are a 
valuable resource for our 
communities and for the 
diversity of the marine life 
they support,’ said Alasdair 
Firth, chairman of the 
new group. ‘However, our 

communities are not always 
aware of the value and 
importance of these rich 
ecosystems, and how frag-
ile they are and vulnerable 
to impact and pressure.

‘Through CAOLAS we 
plan to raise awareness 
and encourage local par-
ticipation in managing our 
marine environment in a 
sustainable way.’

Supported by the West 
Highland Coastal Trust, 
CAOLAS will now be 
able to plan activities 
to raise awareness of 
the uniqueness of Loch 

Sunart and the Sound of 
Mull and encourage more 
community involvement in 
its management, protection 
and preservation.

Hugh Raven, chairman of 
WHCT, who lives in Mor-
vern, said the group was 
delighted that, thanks to the 
Big Lottery, the trust was 
now in a position to support 
CAOLAS.

If anyone would like to 
join CAOLAS or find out 
more about the group and 
its activities, please contact 
Alasdair or Dale at caolas.
lssm@gmail.com.

Lottery cash boost for Sunart 
and Mull marine action group

The group wants to raise awareness of the uniqueness of Loch Sunart and the Sound of Mull.

More late summer 1980s musings.

� The Scottish Office’s delaying tactics regarding Aon-
ach Mor seem to be never ending. It is coming up for a 
year since a decision was ‘imminent’. Meanwhile, STV 
continues to advise that the £7 million ski project on 
RANNOCH MOOR is in the balance! Shades of the old 
days on Fort William High Street when Duncan Grant 
would send us youngsters across from Marshall’s to 
MacLeod’s shop for ‘The Big Weight’. Meanwhile John 
MacLeod was despatching another young group over to 
the garage for ‘The Long Stand’.
� Bet you got a shock when you tried the Lochaber 
District Council number at the weekend – and found 
yourself connected to the Police Station. No, it wasn’t 
a cop coup. It was just that the council’s answering ma-
chine was making no comment – and the calls were being 
diverted to the Constabulary.
� Drinking champagne from a slipper may be a regular 
occurrence for the Hooray Henriettas. But spare a 
thought for ‘Interesting Steve D’ who found himself with 
a pint of lager in his welly. In a collision with another Pulp 
Mill Club customer the full contents of his glass finished 
up awash in his green welly. As full as a boot, in fact. Had 
Steve D not been so surprised, and somewhat wet around 
the ankle, he might have poured the bootful back into his 
glass and complained that the lager was cloudy.
� Bill Bryce was fuming. By his beard, he was. Bill had 
just come back from the Loire Valley where everything 
was wonderful, and he could park his motor anywhere. 
But all good things came to an end when he left his Land 
Rover in Viewforth on his first day back in the office. You 
see, Bill couldn’t get into his private, paid-for parking bay 
(probably occupied by French tourists). So he returned a 
few minutes later to review the situation – and found that 
he had qualified for a £7 ticket from the men in white 
coats.
� Spotted on the Ben Nevis mountain track last Sunday. 
Plimsolls and trainers galore. One French family in 
wellies. Italians sporting ski poles (for balance?), and a 
right royal looking woman with a parasol. All of this in 
a noon temperature of 75 degrees. But no mad dogs or 
Englishmen, apparently.
� Hoity-toity customer in Mathesons. ‘I’m looking for a 
tallboy,’ she announces. ‘Well, you’ve come to the wrong 
man!’ Wee Donald replied.
� Down Memory Lane went our mountain rescuers at 
their slide show. Not lantern slides, right enough, but 
some of the shots were bordering on the antiquarian. 
Like, for example, George (Harrison) Archibald, Wee 
Willie (Anderson) Harris and the Man with Two 
Surnames, complete with long hair and banjos, Terry 
Confield and Alex Gillespie sporting flowing locks, 
Donald Watt’s Beatnik look – with centre parting, 
Bearded and longish haired George Bruce, looking as if 
he’d just stepped down from a Player’s cigarette packet. 
There’s more but I’d better not mention his surname as 
John Stevenson will get the blame for telling me about 
the one whose ears were sticking out like ‘a mini with its 
doors open’.
� Consternation in Monzie Square on Friday. There 
was no morning coffee. Nor afternoon tea. The plug for 
the kettle had given up the struggle and a new one was 
required. Girl Friday was despatched to Woolies. Came 
back with – a shaver plug.  Coffee or tea, anyone? No 
chance.
� When you set foot inside the front door of Lochaber 
House the Magic Eye comes into operation. So it must 
have been quite entertaining for the upstairs audience 
to watch the antics of the Yanks who were looking for a 
stamp machine alongside the lift shaft. Maybe a wee no-
tice would be in order. Or a loudspeaker message could 
be broadcast to the many tourists who confuse Lochaber 
House with the Post Office.
� Livy was livid. He’d hunted all over the ‘Lochaber 
Look’ to find ‘Ben’ – and so have a chance to win £10. 
He had stood on his head, got down on all fours, bent 
over backwards (next month Livy is just going to turn 
the paper round instead). Finally, however, Livy located 
Ben. He went for the scissors to cut out the competition 
advert. It was only after he’d posted his entry that Livy 
realised he’d actually sent away the advertisement next 
to it.
� With the West Highland Line poised to enter an era of 
hi-tech radio signalling later this year, I hear that the Ba-
navie Station personnel have been given a very exacting 
task. They have been instructed to produce an inventory 
of all the railway property for which they are responsible 
– and which has been in the station since Nineteen Oat-
cake. So they have to fill in a questionnaire as to the year 
the coal scuttle was provided, how many Tilley lamps 
there are, the number of chains in the toilet, the date of 
the platform seats and whose initials are carved on them, 
and so on. It beats me why ScotRail doesn’t have this info 
on its own files.
� Skip, change of step. Yes, folks it’s the Lochaber 
District Council Country Dance Appreciation Society’s 
variation on the theme. Yet again. For the fourth time in 
no time at all, the council has decided to demolish the 
steps leading up to Ross Place. Soon the residents have to 
decide, like the Grand Old Duke of York’s men, whether 
they’re going to be up or down – on a daily basis.
� A Braes angler was out for a walk when he came across 
a fair-sized salmon on the banks of the River Roy. ‘Ah!’ 
he thought, ‘This one must have been landed by an otter.’ 
Without further ado he got out the knife he uses for such 
purposes and, having ‘prepared’ the salmon, went to get 
his car to facilitate the spiriting of it away. As he was 
organising this, an angler who had actually caught the 
salmon and who, too, had gone for his car, appeared on 
the bank. He saw the fish with the marks of the knife on 
it and thought to himself, ‘Just as well I got back here 
quick, or an otter would have been away with the whole 
fish!’

Alasdair Day is interviewed at the distillery.
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
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ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

There is no doubt Fort William is crying out for more 
housing, particularly affordable housing, and there 

will be many people with the same views as MSP Kate 
Forbes who this week welcomed plans to build 400 new 
homes in the town. But to do so without serious con-
sideration to the extra traffic this would generate, and 
how our struggling infrastructure would cope, would be 
extremely short-sighted.

Ms Forbes said poor infrastructure should not be 
allowed to stall growth and jobs creation, but the reality 
is that without that key infrastructure the town will strug-
gle. It does already, particularly during the summer when 

an influx of visitors seriously impacts the day-to-day flow 
of traffic in and out of the town.

No-one wants to stand in the way of Fort William 
growing, but we need to include road improvements and 
upgrades to any housing plans to make it work in reality.

Work on the business park – which is relatively small in 
the grand scheme of things – is currently causing conges-
tion. Imagine what it will be like if you add works traffic 
and temporary traffic lights that will no doubt have to be 
put in place to allow the building of 400 or more homes. 

Bring on the houses, but not without road improve-
ments.

Days gone by – 1988
Les Horn from Onich emailed The Oban Times to say:  ‘Here’s a picture of the pupils and sta�  at Achaleven School in 

1988 where our children attended when we stayed in Ferry� eld at Connel. Should jog a few memories.’

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

ON AUGUST 31, the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland went into mourning 
for the most charismatic character to 
emerge from the area in living memory.

As news of the death of Norman 
MacLean spread, the extent to which 
he was revered by so many was made 
clear in the tributes paid.

Born in Glasgow of Tiree and Uist 
parentage, his multifaceted genius, per-
sonality and identity gave him a unique 
ability to step in and out of various 
personas effortlessly and be authentic 
and shine while occupying each one.

As a writer, as a musician, as a singer, 
as a comic, as an academic, as a mimic, 
as a linguist and as an actor he excelled 
and in any one of these spheres he could 
have carved a successful career.

However, it is the sum of all these 
talents, topped off with the sparkling 
charisma of a Hollywood celebrity that 
made Norman the anomaly he was 
and which meant he was undoubtedly 
destined for international success.

Sadly, the success never materialised, 
because time and time again Norman 
would, as he said himself, ‘hit the 
self-destruct button’.  His immense 
talents and attributes were counterbal-
anced with many tragic flaws, which 

manifested most clearly in his addiction 
to alcohol. 

It is my own and many others’ firm 
belief that without this addiction, he 
would have been a household name 
throughout the English-speaking world 
and not just as he was in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland.

Norman’s comedy was an integral 
part of my teenage years, and listening 
to his tapes became almost part of our 
school curriculum such was the extent 
to which they were played in the com-
mon rooms and changing rooms during 
break times.

Through my early 20s I was lucky to 
work with Norman, playing at countless 
gigs with him throughout the country 
over the course of a few years.  When 
working, he was supremely professional 
at all times and approached it with the 
energy of youth, which considering that 
at this time he was in his early 60s was 
remarkable.

He was always immaculately dressed, 
always on time and always performed 
with total conviction to the show. I 
realise this sounds unlikely given his 
reputation, but as with many aspects of 
his life it was ‘all or nothing’.  When he 
was sober, he was incredible.  If he was 

drinking, he would simply not turn up.
He was a constant source of encour-

agement during the early years of Skip-
innish Records and kindly wrote the 
cover notes for the first two Skipinnish 
albums.  We subsequently released 
on CD his comedy recording Fully 
Wrapped and Standing, which was 
recorded in the Royal Hotel in Oban 
and had always been my favourite of all 
his recorded output.

The last time I worked with Norman 
was during the Mòd in 2009 when he 
used the Skipinnish Ceilidh House to 
perform book readings from his new-
ly-penned and hard-hitting autobiog-
raphy, The Leper’s Bell.  The adulation 
shown to the man by fans who came to 
hear him read excerpts was amazing 
to witness, and he approached these 
events with the same professionalism 
that he showed when performing com-
edy.

Norman lived out his latter years in 
probably the most fulfilled period of his 
life. He was writing steadily, was aware 
of the love that a population and those 
around him had for him, and seemed to 
be at peace with his journey – and that 
is infinitely more important than any 
amount of international stardom.

Consistently opposed 
to warden cuts
Sir,
I don’t often reply to letters written 
about myself in the local press but I 
feel the need to respond to a letter 
from The Oban Times (August 31).

The letter points out meetings I have 
not attended while failing to mention 
the meetings I have attended.

The letter also mentions a Trust 
Housing meeting about the cuts to 
warden hours at sheltered housing on 
Islay. While not being able to attend 
this meeting due to being unable to 
get staff relief that day, I had been in 
contact with numerous residents of 
sheltered housing on Islay as well as 
Trust Housing officials.

I wrote a letter to The Oban Times 
about just this matter. I pointed 
out that, as a board member of the 
Housing and Social Care Partnership, 
I have made it clear that I am com-
pletely against this decision as it goes 
against a national drive to support 
people in their own homes. I believe 
it will disproportionately affect island 
communities and will have serious 
short- and long-term consequences. It 
is important that the HSCP listens to 
all partners around the table – elected 
councillors (there are four of us) have 
as much to contribute as the NHS 
appointed members.

I have to say, though, that when I 
stood for the council, on many of my 
leaflets and on my campaign page 
I made it clear I believe we needed 
councillors who did more than just 
have a good record of attending meet-
ings. My view has not changed.

I also feel obliged to point out that 
large numbers of my constituents 
contact me every day voicing concerns 
about the SNP and its mishandling of 
Scotland’s devolved powers.

Judging by some of the letters in the 
local press about me and the increas-
ingly bizarre and offensive posts on 
my Facebook campaign page, it is my 
opinion that many separatists are not 
so much angered by my actions since 
being elected but are simply angry 
that a vocal and proud Unionist was 
elected.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Residents’ views 
are being ignored
Sir,
Regarding BEAR Scotland’s ill-con-
ceived plans for improvements to the 
A828 during September, I agreed that 
the road needed some maintenance 
and improvement, but its suggestion 
of 10 full daytime closures was just 
ridiculous.

The road is of crucial importance 
to all communities between Connel 
and Ballachulish and any closure or 
restriction would have had significant 
impact.

This road was closed over several 

nights during May and June, Minimal 
effort was made by BEAR Scotland 
to highlight this work so I wrote to 
complain.

I was assured that BEAR Scotland 
‘listen to the views of locals’ and ‘take 
every effort to minimise disruption’  
but now, with more extensive (and 
significantly more disruptive) works 
planned, it slipped out on an an-
nouncement on its website on a Friday 
afternoon, giving 10 days’ notice of 
the impending works, and had the 
cheek to say that it was ‘consulting ex-
tensively’ with locals, business owners 
and road owners.

What a load of nonsense. There was 
no meaningful consultation. BEAR 
Scotland made its plans with no inten-
tion of even considering the impact 
on local communities or on what local 
people, local businesses or general 
road users actually thought.

Despite emails to BEAR Scotland, 
I’ve had no personal response to my 
comments or suggestions. This atti-
tude from an agency of government is 
totally unacceptable.

Local communities deserve better.
Ewan Mathieson,
Appin.

It is the drivers who 
are dangerous
Sir,
There is a lot of talk at the moment of 
the ‘Stay Alive on the A85’ campaign, 
but I’m sure I’m not alone in wishing 
that the stress should be on the bad 
drivers, not on the road itself.

I’ve driven the empty road many 
times at night and it’s done me abso-
lutely no harm at all.

I was driving behind an Audi at 
10am today in wet conditions and very 
poor visibility. The driver continually 
drifted across the double white lines 
in an effort to get past slow-moving 
traffic and eventually made his move, 
crossing the lines at great speed and 
overtaking several vehicles at once.

I don’t see the point of speed limits 
and more double white lines as they 
are all too often ignored.

What we need are cameras to catch 
the inconsiderate idiots who think 
they are good drivers but in fact are 
not. People who deliberately put the 
lives of others at risk simply to over-
come their own impatience should be 
banned from the road forever.

Maurice Wilkins,
Laurel Road, Oban

What happened to 
pledge of police unit?
Sir,
Should the A82 be closed with a major 
accident at Onich, drivers travelling 
north would need to divert back to 
Crianlarich, then through Killin and 
Pitlochry to Spean Bridge.

When the new police station at the 
Blar was proposed one of the ad-

vantages was that there would be an 
accident investigations unit.

Kath Small,
Old Post Offi ce, Ballachulish.

Corran Ferry is a vital 
lifeline service
Sir,
Is it not time the Highland Council 
stopped fantasising about the urgent 
situation at Corran Ferry?

To suggest a bridge or the adap-
tation of naval vessels seems to me 
totally absurd in the present financial 
situation.

What is required immediately is a 
new, purpose-built boat, probably 
costing little more than a lengthy 
survey for a bridge or adapting naval 
boats.

Surely there is a British shipyard 
capable of producing a suitable ferry 
boat. The present Scottish Govern-
ment seems to be completely oblivious 
of this crucial service. It is not merely 
an asset but a vital necessity procur-
ing the livelihoods of so many people 
in the West Highlands.

This could be a lucrative busi-
ness and should be invested in 
immediately.

Morag MacKintosh,
Corran Beag, Nether Lochaber.

Explaining economic 
madness of GERS
Sir,
A nice simple way to understand 
Government Expenditure and Reve-
nue Scotland (GERS).

Imagine the scenario: there’s a 
hard-working, decent, diligent teen-
ager living at home with is parents. 
He takes home £300 per week and 
his dad takes all his wages from him 
and hands back £50 a week, which is 
barely enough to cover his travel to 
work and food. The other £250, his 
dad squanders on stupid vain ideas.

All this means that the family are 
up to their eyeballs in debt and strug-
gling to buy basic goods, as dad sits 
at night drinking Ardbeg single malt 
whisky and eating takeaways.

One day the son approaches the dad 
and says: ‘Dad, I think I’m going to 
move out and get my own place. I’ve 
held down my job for a while now and 
feel the time is right to go out into the 
world, find myself and enjoy my own 
independence and freedom.’

His dad replies: ‘You’ve got to be 
kidding me, son! You barely have 
enough money to get yourself to 
work. You obviously aren’t smart 
enough to make a go of things on 
your own. Just look at the weekly 
budget. You struggle by, whereas 
I can afford to eat and drink like a 
king. For your own good this family 
is better sticking together.’

Ladies and gentlemen, the GERS 
figures.

John MacFadyen,
Oban.

The movement of an extra wide 
load through Oban last Wednesday, 
which caused damage to railings 
on the pedestrian island at Argyll 
Square, caused comment.
Finlay MacDougall complained: 
‘Once again, highlights the poor plan-
ning of Argyll Square. Not to mention 
the joke that is George St, with three 
sets of lights plus various tra�  c islands. 
Zero tra�  c � ow and idiots jumping in 
front of cars!’
Nicola Wilson asked: ‘Why didn’t they 
take it around the other side...against 
the tra�  c...like they did on Espla-
nade??? Bet it’s our council tax that’ll 
foot the repair bill to.’
James Mccahey wrote: ‘Road system’s 
a joke; need a bypass.’
Mark Stuart said: ‘Might this be a call 
for an Oban by-pass?’
William Burgess o� ered: ‘It clearly 

states in the Highway Code about le-
gally sized vehicles and loads allowed 
on the road. 
‘The planning team should read this 
before planning the square.

A call for live-streaming of Argyll 
and Bute Council meetings online 
garnered plenty of support.
Colin Martin posted: ‘It’s interesting 
that the equipment is already in place 
because the Provost told me in an 
e-mail the other day, “I was being 
continually pestered to sign a petition 
which I felt had not been properly eval-
uated economically.” If the equipment 
is there what justi� cation does he have 
in not turning it on!’
Steve Letford agreed: ‘What possible 
valid objection could anyone have 
to this? Anything that informs and 
engages the electorate surely leads to 
us making better decisions at council 
elections and consequentially getting 
councillors who are better for us and 
Argyll and Bute - and by golly we could 
do with that considering some of the 
representatives we have just now.’

AIR AN T-SEACHDAIN SEO CHAIDH thug mi tar-
raing air an fheum air eòlas a thoirt dha dràibhearan air 
mòr-rathaidean agus rathaidean singilte dùthchail agus tha 
mi leantainn le cuspair eile a shaoileas mi a tha deatamach 
ann an sàbhailteachd siubhail na dùthcha. ‘S e sin siubhal 
air dà chuibheall, air rothairean agus rothairean-einnsein! 
Chan eil duine a shiùbhlas a’ Ghàidhealtachd, tro mhìosan 
an t-samhraidh gu h-àraid, nach eil mothachail air na bheil 
de mhotair-baidhsagalan air na rathaidean, agus glè thric iad 
nan treudan de suas ri fichead neo còrr.

A rèir coltais tha leithid sin de bhuidhnean aig amannan 
a’ cur cuairt air caob mhòr de dh’Alba ann an latha agus 
tha na rathaidean lùbach, cas nas tarraingiche dhaibh 
na feadhainn  fharsaing chòmhnard. Chan eil e doirbh a 
thuigsinn carson a tha pòsadh de rathaidean cumhang agus 
astar a’ cruthachadh shuidheachaidhean cunnartach, agus 
tha sin gu sònraichte fìor far am bheil mòran de luchd nam 
motair-baidhsagal a’ feuchainn ri cumail suas ri chèile agus 
a’ dol seachad air carbadan nas slaodaiche far nach eil sin idir 
iomchaidh. Tha bhuil ann agus tubaistean a’ tachairt tric, cuid 
aca sin fìor dhona is feadhainn a’ call am beatha.

‘S e rud a tha annasach mun t-suidheachadh gum bheil a’ 
mhòr-chuid de luchd nam motair-baidhsagal sin seachad air 
meadhain-aois, nas fhaisge air seasgad seach trichead!  Nach 
saoileamaid mar sin gum biodh barrachd tùir aca air an 
rathad, ach tha aon mhathas co-dhiù gum bheil iad air ìre de 
thrèanadh fhaotainn agus gum b’ fheudar dhaibh deuchainn 
a bhuannachadh airson cead- dràibhidh fhaotainn air an 
inneal a tha fon cuid smachd. Tha lagh cuideachd a’ dèanamh 
cinnteach gum bheil motair-baidhsagalan air an cumail ann 
an deagh staid shàbhailteachd le àrachas iomchaidh orra gus 
dìon a thoirt dhan mhòr-shluagh. Chan ionann sin idir agus 
na rothairean a tha cuideachd cho lìonmhor air na rathaid-
ean agus na sràidean. Dh’fhaodte a ràdh gum bheil an suid-

heachadh leotha-san nas miosa buileach leis nach eil smachd 
cunbhalach air oideachadh luchd-cleachdaidh, sean neo òg, 
agus chan eil deuchainn ann gus comasan luchd-cleachdaidh 
a dhearbhadh mun tèid iad air an rathad.  Leis nach fheum 
iad àrachas de sheòrsa sam bith a bharrachd, tha iad nan 
cunnart dhaibh fhèin agus dhan mhòr-shluagh! Thug an 
tubaist dhuilich ann an Lunnainn bho chionn ghoirid far an 
deach boireannach òg a marbhadh nuair a bhuail baidhsagal 
innte ìre a’ chunnairt seo gu aire às ùr. Saoil nach eil feum air 
trèanadh oifigeil rothaireachd agus deuchainn comais, agus 
fiù ‘s àrachas gus daoine a dhìon?

HIGHLAND motorists are well accustomed to groups of 
motorcycles burning up our roads during the summer in par-
ticular, and sadly too many accidents occur. It has to be said, 
however, that motorcyclists have to pass a proficiency test and 
their machines must be maintained and insured against at 
least third-party risks.

Pedal cyclists are subject to no regulation, or even a mini-
mum age threshold for their being on the road.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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MAKE YOUR HOME 
MORE COMFORTABLE 

THIS WINTER
If your old storage heaters are ready for 

replacement or it’s time for a living room revamp 
that won’t break the bank, please join our experts 

to talk about your electric heating options. 

12th September
9.30am – 5pm

Kilmallie Community 
Centre,Station Road, 
Corpach, Fort William 

PH33 7JH

For further information contact us on:  
Tel: 0800 028 6122         email: pre-sales@dimplex.co.uk 

The Corran Halls, 
54 The Esplanade, 

Oban 
PA34 5AB

13th September
9.30am – 5pmThe house is far 

more comfortable, 
even in the coldest 
days of winter”

Quantum is the world’s most 
advanced off-peak heater and 
the perfect replacement for an 
old, outdated storage heater - it 
uses low-cost, off-peak energy 
to make it the most economical 
off-peak electric heating system 
on the market today. Intelligently 
adapting to match climatic 
conditions and your lifestyle, 
delivering heat only when it is 
needed, 24 hours a day, it can be 
installed as a standalone heater 
or part of a system.

AdvertorialRegain control of 
your electric heating

www.dimplex.co.uk/quantum
See the Quantum for yourself  

We are in Kilmallie Community Centre, FORT WILLIAM 12th Sept & Corran Halls, OBAN 13th Sept 
Go to www.dimplex.co.uk/town-near-you for further information

We are 

coming to 

the area 

soon

Amy Ahmed-Dolphin said: ‘The 
results were instantaneous. From 
the very first time we turned the 
Dimplex heaters on, we could see 
the benefits they delivered. We 
have greater control, we’re no 
longer relying on supplementary 
heaters in the evening and the 
house is far more comfortable, 
even in the coldest days of winter. 
And that’s without even calculat-
ing the cost savings of course.

‘At the point we upgraded 
the heating system, we were 
paying an average direct debit 
of £119 per month to the energy 
company. Now, we’ve dropped to 
an average of less than £73 per 
month.’

Dimplex Quantum, is up to 27 
per cent cheaper to run than a 
standard storage heater system 
and up to 47 per cent cheaper to 
run than an electric convector or 
radiator system - all because of its 
efficient use of low-cost, off-peak 
energy. 

Partially upgrading a system of manual electric storage heaters to Dimplex Quantum heaters is all it took for homeowner 
Amy Ahmed-Dolphin to cut her heating bills by more than £500 per year – and improve comfort and controllability too.

RENOWNED Gaelic singer, 
Mòd Gold Medallist and choir 
conductor Chrissie MacEachan 
cut the ribbon to officially open 
the Mòd Shop in Fort William 
High Street.

The Mòd Shop will be open 
three days a week - Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday -from 11am 
to 3pm until the beginning of 
October when it will open five 
days a week.

The shop will be trading 
throughout the Royal National 
Mòd, being held in Fort William 
this year, and will close on Sat-
urday October 21, the last day of 
the festival.

The shop will help to raise 
funds to support the Mòd visit 
to the town in October.

ANGUS and Elaine Cameron’s croft at Onich is proving to 
be a magnet for tourists and their cameras, thanks to bright-
ly-coloured bale wrapping.

The wrapping - and smiley graphics - have been supplied by 
agricultural supplies firm Carrs Billington, which continues 
to support WellChild, a national children’s charity that does 
amazing work for seriously ill children.

Mrs Cameron told The Lochaber Times: ‘The amount of peo-
ple who have stopped to look at the bales or take a photo has 
been unbelieveable.

‘It’s a worthwhile cause and it is also really nice to see the 
bales making so many people smile.’

Carrs is trying to top the £13,000 donated last year from the 
proceeds of the purple wrap and netting and from fundraising 
activities by company staff.

Anyone buying the purple wrap receives graphics to help per-
sonalise their bales. The company is also encouraging buyers to 
send in photographs for the FaceBook pages of WellChild and 
Carrs Billington.

The display with the most ‘Likes’ will receive a pair of tickets 
and accommodation to the WellChild Awards.

Through their UK-wide network of children’s nurses, home 
makeover projects, family support groups and research, Well-
Child makes it possible for children with serious illness to be 
cared for at home with their families wherever possible. 

 

The bales on the Camerons’ croft at Onich are proving 
popular with youngsters.

Purple bales put smiles 
on faces at Onich

Chrissie MacEachan cuts the ribbon to o�  cially open the Mód Shop on the High Street. IF F36 Mod Shop 01. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Town gets 
in the mood  
for Mòd

Research centre staff step up 
with big care team donation

Public volunteers 
sought by NHS  
NHS HIGHLAND wants to 
recruit public members to its 
clinical governance commit-
tee and area clinical forum.

Volunteers from local com-
munities are needed to join 
board members and senior 
clinicians and managers to 
help oversee the board’s work 
in a number of key manage-
ment and clinical areas.

NHS Highland chairman 
David Alston said: ‘These fo-
rums are really important ar-
eas and I believe it is essential 
we have lay members’ input to 
the decisions they make.’

A lay member will be ex-
pected to attend five meetings 
on the clinical governance 
committee and six meetings 
of the area clinical forum in 
a year and be willing to be 
consulted in between these 
meetings.

A FORT William care fund has 
received a generous donation 
from a Lochaber marine re-
search centre.

Staff of FAI Ardtoe Marine 
Research in Ardnamurchan 
visited the Belford Hospital 
last week to hand over a £2,270 
cheque to Lochaber Cancer and 
Palliative Care Fund.

The money was raised through 
a climb up Ben Nevis by staff 
at the Ardtoe research facility, 
who were joined by friends in 
Acharacle. 

The care team is grateful to 
everyone in the area for their 
support to the Lochaber fund.

The fund is used locally to 
support oncology patients in the 
Lochaber community both in 
health centres and the Belford 

Hospital. It provides  specialist 
equipment and contributes to 
education projects across the 
area to increase the knowledge 
and confidence of healthcare 
professionals working with those 
affected by cancer and their 
families.

The fund also pays for comple-
mentary therapies for patients 
and carers.

Right: Tracy Cameron of Ardtoe 
hands over the cheque over to 
Anna Strachan, as members of 
sta�  from Ardtoe and Belford 

Hospital look on. 
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Sport
Lossiemouth    2
Fort William    2
Highland League

Golf

Lochaber                         59
Moffat                              0
BT West Division 3

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Rugby

Lottery

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Mob. 07528 801393 | info@gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk

New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club

Lochaber club 
lottery numbers

McCook runs in four tries as Lochaber crush Moffat

A NINE-TRY blitz saw Loch-
aber demolish a hapless Moffat 
side in this season opener played 
in glorious sunshine at Banavie 
on Saturday.

The switch to a new league 

Lochaber centre Jonathan McCook races away from a Mo� at 
defender for one of his four tries on Saturday.

Wild makes it eight in a 
row at Ben Nevis Race

First point 
for fi ghting 
Fort William

FOLLOWING on from their 
battling 2-2 draw against Loss-
iemouth midweek, the Fort trav-
elled to Aberdeenshire to take 
on Inverurie Locos on Saturday.

The Lochaber side were miss-
ing a number of notable players 
and were forced into fielding 
a slightly weaker team than in 
previous weeks.

Neil Gauld opened the scoring 
for the Locos after 16 minutes 
but, as in the midweek fixture 
against Lossiemouth, Fort Wil-
liam remained resilient and saw 
out the first half at 1-0.

After regrouping at the 
interval, the Fort came out in 
the second half in search of an 
equaliser. Unfortunately for 
the visitors, Locos’ Neil Mclean 
slotted a penalty into the net to 
double the home side’s advan-
tage.

A second goal for Gauld and 
another from Jordan Leyden 
rounded off the scoring for 
Inverurie, consigning Fort Wil-
liam to a 4-0 defeat.

Fort William remain bottom 
of the Highland League with 
that solitary point. The Fort 
return to Claggan Park this Sat-
urday (September 9) as they face 
Fraserburgh on league duty.

FORT William finally got their 
Highland League campaign up 
and running with a hard-fought 
draw against Lossiemouth in a 
mid-week match.

The long evening journey 
didn’t show in the first half as 
the Lochaber men matched 
their east coast counterparts, 
going in at the break tied at 0-0.

When Lossiemouth went 
ahead through a Ryan Farquhar 
goal after 54 minutes, Fort 
heads didn’t drop. The visitors 
fought back and equalised on 
72 minutes thanks to a Jack 
Lingard strike.

Lingard’s goal sparked a 
chaotic five-minute spell. Lossie 
regained the lead just three min-
utes later with Ryan Farquhar 
scoring his second, before Bar-
na Tot levelled the scores again 
on 78 minutes.

Both teams pressed hard to 
find the winning goal but there 
were to be no more goals in the 
fixture, with the points being 
shared between the clubs.

Fort William made the jour-
ney back to Lochaber content 
with their first point of the 
season which gets their league 
campaign underway after a 
frustrating month of opening 
fixture defeats.

Inverurie Locos   4
Fort William    0
Highland League

THIS week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 1, 14 
and 9. Darren Quigg was the 
only winner. There will now be 
£200 in the pot for next week’s 
draw on Thursday, September 
7.

The numbers drawn in the 
Caol Regeneration lotto were 
6, 8 and 11. There were no 
winning tickets this week so 
there will be a jackpot for 
£1,100 for next Thursday’s 
draw.

The Ballachulish Shinty 
Club lottery numbers for this 
week were 2, 10 and 20. Jenna 
Ferguson from Ballachulish 
was the lucky winner of the 
£1,200 jackpot on offer. Next 
week’s draw will revert to £200.

The Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week are 4, 6 and 14. B. Lawson 
won the jackpot this week 
meaning that next week’s total 
returns to £100.

Fort golfer 
Robertson enjoys 
two wins in a week

A TIGHT two-person Texas 
Scramble took place at Fort 
William Golf Club last 
Sunday, August 27. The duo 
of Ian Robertson and Ronald 
MacDonald eventually came 
out on top after being pushed 
close by the chasing pairs. 
The results were as follows: 
1 Ian Robertson and Ronald 
MacDonald, net 60 (66  – 6); 
2 Stewart Duncan and Alan 
Overend, net 62 (69 – 7); 3 
David MacPherson and Henry 
MacDonald, net 63 (68 – 5).

The following Saturday, 
September 2, the September 
Medal was played with Ian 
Robertson coming out on top 
in section one with a net 67 and 
Brian Stewart topping section 
two with a score of 72.

Results: section one - 1 Ian 
Robertson, net 67 (78 – 11);  2 
Ronald MacDonald, net 70 
(81 – 11); 3 Gareth Lee, net 71 
(83 – 12).

Section two - 1 Brian A 
Stewart, net 72 (87 – 15); 2 
Willie Duncan, net 74 (89 – 
15);  3 Scott Duncan, net 77 
(96 – 19).

On Sunday September 3, the 
Senior September Medal was 
played with Gareth Lee taking 
top spot. Results: 1 Gareth 
Lee, net 63 (75 – 12);  2 Kevin 
Hickman, net 66 (93 – 27);  3 
Willie Duncan, net 66 (81 – 
15).

Ladies: The fifth round of the 
Cameron Trophy got underway 
on Saturday, September 2, with 
the following result: 1 Helen 
Brian, 31 points (BIH);  2 Ann 
Lovatt, 31 points; 3 Hazel 
Cameron, 30 points.

The Crofter Bar owner Dale Monk, left, presents Lochaber RFC 
president Ali MacKinnon with the � rst XV’s new alternate strip 

ahead of Saturday’s game against Mo� at. 

added extra spice to a game that 
saw a determined Lochaber side 
get its season off to a winning 
start.

The match was by no means 
a walkover for the home side, 
despite the scoreline, and Mof-
fat put in a brave effort. But in 
the end the visitors had no real 
answer to combat the power 
and pace of the Lochaber play-
ers and were never able to gain 
the upper hand long enough 

to convert any possession they 
did have into points. The home 
side had to take to the pitch in 
their newly-presented alternate 
strip, sponsored by the Crofter 
Bar, given the similarity of their 
new home jerseys to Moffat’s 
black and gold colour scheme. 
Lochaber’s home strip for the 
new season is being sponsored 
by Leith.

Torrid afternoon
Sadly for the ‘Rams’ that was 

the only advantage they enjoyed 
over their hosts during a torrid 
afternoon which saw Lochaber 
centre Jonathan McCook put in 
a man of the match performance 
in notching four tries and seven 
conversions.

As well as McCook, flying ma-
chine Euan Larter grabbed two 
touchdowns, with one apiece 
coming from Rory MacKay, 
John MacKerlich and Findlay 
Ireland.

The home pack provided a sol-
id platform for the backs, with 
Lochaber forwards dominating 
in the set-piece - James Lucas 
notably on good form stealing 
several Moffat lineouts.

The visitors’ defence was un-
able to cope and when Moffat’s 
under pressure stand-off repeat-
edly tried to clear his lines by 

booting the ball up the pitch, it 
simply allowed McCook, Larter 
and company to run amok in the 
mid-field.

Lochaber senior coach Stew-
art Sandison was pleased to get 
off to a winning start. Speaking 
after the match, he said it had 
been a bit of a scrappy encounter 
but considered it a reasonable 
start to the season.

‘We’ve still got four or five 
players to come back which will 

increase competition for places. 
They’re a young side and they 
got a result - plus it was a nice 
day for playing rugby,’ he told 
the Lochaber Times.

Lochaber will face a stiffer test 
this Saturday when they travel 
to Bishopton, who also comfort-
ably won their first game of the 
season, crushing Lanark 51-12.

Athletics

Ben Nevis Race winner 
Finlay Wild.

 

The 2017 Ben Nevis Race gets underway. Photos: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Fort’s Liam Taylor evades the 
challenge of Inverurie’s

Daniel Crisp. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 7, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 00.19 0.8 06.16 3.9 12.31 0.7 18.37 4.1
Fri 00.53 0.7 06.42 3.9 13.03 0.6 19.07 4.1
Sat 01.27 0.7 07.12 3.9 13.37 0.6 19.40 4.0
Sun 02.03 0.7 07.47 3.8 14.16 0.8 20.17 3.8
Mon 02.43 0.9 08.26 3.6 15.00 1.0 20.59 3.6
Tues 03.31 1.1 09.12 3.4 15.55 1.2 21.52 3.3
Wed 04.31 1.3 10.11 3.1 17.07 1.5 23.09 3.0             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

11
13

12

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 14ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 15ºC.

WITH almost six minutes to 
spare, Lochaber Athletic Club’s 
(LAC) Finlay Wild clinched his 
eighth consecutive Ben Nevis 
Race victory in testing condi-
tions on Saturday.

A rare spell of sunshine meant 
that runners had to scale all 
1,345 metres of Ben Nevis in 
dry, muggy conditions - which 
proved to be the undoing of 
many competitors.

Of the 600 runners that set 
off from Claggan Park, just 489 
recorded a time, highlighting 
the scale of the challenge.

Undeterred by the hot, dusty 
conditions, Finlay Wild, 32, 
reclaimed the MacFarlane Cup 
for the eighth consecutive year 
with an astonishing time of 
01:31:37 - almost six minutes 
quicker than second-placed 
Brice Delsouiller.

Finlay’s victory extends his 
record-breaking run of consec-
utive race wins, which, along 
with his other fell running feats, 

makes him almost untouchable 
to his fellow competitors.

Finlay also picked up the Mrs J 
W Hobbs Cup in the team priz-
es alongside fellow Lochaber 
Athletic Club members Andrew 
Barrington and Esmond Tresid-
der. There was double success 
for LAC in the team prizes as 
the trio of Amanda Blackhall, 
Isla MacKay and Sara Byrne 
took top spot in the female team 
category.

LAC had a strong showing 
overall as 10 local runners fin-
ished in the top 50.

Diane Wilson of Dromore 
Athletic Club in Ireland was 
the fastest female finisher with 
an impressive time of 02:01:21, 
while Amanda Blackhall was 
the fastest local female down 
the mountain in 02:14:26.

The Connachie Plaque, given 
to individuals who have com-
pleted 21 Ben Nevis races, was 
presented to eight competitors 
this year - Donald Paterson, Da-

vid White, Damian Foster, Sara 
Byrne, Kate Beaty, Julie Corner, 
Richard Tait, John Banks.

Top ten finishers: 1 MacFarlane 
Cup: Finlay Wild, Lochaber 
Athletic Club, 01:31:37;  2 George 
MacFarlane Junior Quaich: Brice 
Delsouiller, Pudsey and Bramley, 
01:37:22; 3 Jimmy Conn Memo-
rial Trophy: Rob Jebb, Helm 
Hill Runners, 01:39:00; 4 Martin 
Mikkelsen-Barron, 01:39:57 48; 
5 Gareth Hughes, Mercia Fell 
Runners, 01:40:41;  6  Andrew 
Barrington, Lochaber Athletic 
Club, 01:43:07; 7  Sam Watson, 
Wharfedale Harriers, 01:43:31;  
8 James Craig, Barlick Fell 
Runners, 01:43:54;  9  Esmond 
Tresidder, Lochaber Athletic 
Club, 01:44:15;  10  Jonny Steede, 
Glens Runners, 01:44:24.

Full results and times can be 
found on bennevisrace.co.uk.


