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Low pay sparks care crisis
Consultants called in to 
tackle acute shortage of
qualifi ed care workers 

Dry Colonsay makes huge splash 
worldwide with ice bucket stunt 

ON A HIGH: Oban pipers win again

Meeting to shed light on GP hours

Raise Council Tax 
to save services

Set � re to shed at 
Glencruitten

A SHORTAGE of carers and nursing 
home beds for older people has 
reached crisis point in Oban and 
Lorn.

Elderly and infi rm patients are be-
ing kept in hospital for longer periods 
because of a shortage of qualifi ed 
carers. 

And long-term care arrangements 
are being put on hold while health 
offi cials search desperately for care 
workers to implement the plans. 

A meeting of NHS Highland Com-
munity Health Partnership (CHP) on 
Monday heard there were no beds 
available in nursing homes and no 
staff to provide care packages for the 
elderly.

A patient from Glenorchy was in 
hospital care for months longer than 
required after suitable care was 
impossible to fi nd.

Another Oban man was stuck in 
hospital for more than 10 weeks 
when his care package could not be 
put together, in spite of the fact that 
his wife already had carers.

Carers have told The Oban Times 
they can’t cope with the prospect of 
more clients. And they accused some 
carers of ‘cherry picking’ clients 
in Oban, rather than looking after 
people in rural areas.

Last year it was reported that a 
female carer, who was recruited in 
Dalmally, had to cycle up to 20 miles 
a day to visit patients because she 
could not drive.

Argyll and Bute council’s head of 
adult care, Shaun Paul Davidson, said 
the authority had appointed consult-
ants to tackle the problem.

However, councillor Roddy 
McCuish slammed the idea of using  
‘expensive consultants’, saying 
everyone knew the problem in Oban 
and Lorn was the low pay of staff.

Speaking at the CHP meeting, 
councillor McCuish said: ‘We are 
spinning plates and spending unnec-
essary money when we know what 
the problem is.

‘We need to get on with it and fi nd 
a solution.

‘Until the pay and conditions of 
these care jobs are better, then we 
are not going to encourage people to 
come to work here.

‘There is no doubt about it, we are 
going to need more and more carers.’

Mr Davidson admitted recruiting 
carers to the area was a major chal-
lenge: ‘Care providers are at capacity, 
getting new care packages for clients 
is proving diffi cult.

‘The main issue is recruitment - we 
have consultants working on the mat-
ter at the moment and we are working 
on the providers to see how we can 
come up with the options.

‘For instance, if we put all the 
clients in one area under one provider 
we hope that might save some time 
and allow us to place more people.’

Confi rming that care homes in 
the area were at capacity or near to 
capacity, he continued: ‘Eader Glynn 
[in Oban] is closed to new patients at 
this time for rewiring.’ 

‘We are talking about seeing if we 
can pay people more to work in rural 
areas. It is not my problem, it’s not a 
health problem - it is a problem for all 
of us.’

Families have said that since coun-
cil carers were made redundant and 
moved to private care companies last 
year, there have been diffi culties in 
retaining staff.

Island communities have been 
badly affected with some elderly 
patients having to move away from 
their island homes to get the care they 
require. Elderly patients who need 
hospital care are now being redirect-
ed to other hospitals as there are no 
beds available in the Oban area. 

Statistics from NHS Highland’s  
hospital delayed discharges fi gures 
show an increase in the number with 
patients spending up to six unneces-
sary weeks in hospital.

NHS Highland’s locality manager, 
Veronica Kennedy, told the meeting 
that a chief offi cer for integrated 
care was soon to be appointed, and 
that they would be responsible for 
tackling the recruitment crisis.

A WATER shortage on Colonsay has splashed 
worldwide, after a charity ice bucket challenge 
cut off the island’s water supply, writes Steven 
Rae.

The island’s 135 residents were swept away in a 
tidal wave of publicity, with the news reported in 
online sources in the United States, Australia and 
the Far East amongst other countries.

The challenge involves people having buckets 
of cold water poured over them and nominating 
others to do the same, as well as making a dona-
tion to a charity of their choice, with celebrities 
taking the plunge including David Beckham, 
Lady Gaga and Bill Gates.

Colonsay, which is just eight miles long, has a 
mechanism in place where the water system cuts 
out to stop wastage and then has to be reset man-
ually, which happened on Saturday, August 27.

Following the reports in the national press, 
the story went global, with a family from the 
island commenting on Facebook to say that they 
arrived in Hong Kong on Thursday, August 28, 
for a holiday, to fi nd the news reported in a local 
newspaper there.

The publicity for the island was welcomed by 
some, including a spokesman at Colonsay Brew-
ery, which was affected by the water stoppage.

He said, on the Friends of Colonsay Facebook 

page: ‘Isn’t it rather splendid that on all fi ve 
continents, literally millions of people have been 
reading and hearing about Colonsay. 

‘If only a tiny proportion of them Google the 
island to fi nd out more, they will discover it is 
beautiful, full of amazing wildlife, has great 
places to stay, a quaint island hotel, and a cutting 
edge brewery. 

‘They will conclude that with all these attrac-
tions and a population of fun-loving, well-moti-
vated people, it might be an idea to come here.’

A spokesman for Scottish Water confi rmed that 
the water had been cut off, but said that residents 
could still access stored supplies.

CHANGES to doctors’ consulting hours at 
Dalmally surgery will be discussed at a public 
meeting in the village’s community centre tonight 
(Thursday), writes Marian Miller.

Taynuilt Medical Practice, which has run the 
surgery since 2004, is looking at changes to the 
way it operates its patients’ services in Dalmally, 
Connel and Taynuilt surgeries.

Glenorchy and Innishail community council has 

received a consultation letter from the practice 
explaining the need for changes, but secretary 
John Kerr said consulting hours had already been 
stopped on a Monday evening and a Tuesday in 
Dalmally. ‘We are all slightly in the dark,’ he said. 

Business manager for the practice Moira 
Newiss said, like a many rural practices, it was 
facing a number of issues including recruitment, 
a reduction in the number of medical trainees and 

no increase in funding from NHS Highland to run 
the Dalmally surgery since Taynuilt took it over.

As a result, the practice is looking at changing 
its appointment system to allow more doctor 
appointments over fewer days and increasing the 
number of nurse practioners. 

She said it was not unusual for consulting hours 
at Dalmally to change from time to time depend-
ing on staffi ng levels.

A FIFTY-two-year-old man has 
pleaded guilty to deliberately 
setting fi re to a shed at a house in 
Oban.

Steven Livingstone, appearing 
in Oban sheriff court on Tuesday, 
admitted wilful fi re-raising on 
June 10 this year to a shed and its 
contents in Glencruitten Road, 
causing damage to adjacent fenc-
ing and guttering on that house 
and a neighbouring property.

He also admitted setting fi re to 
a shirt hanging in a wardrobe and 
damaging its contents.

In a third charge, Livingstone, 
described as a prisoner of 
Greenock Prison, pleaded guilty 
to wilfully damaging property 
including breaking a television, 
glassware, items of furniture, 
crockery, clothing and make-up 
belonging to his ex-partner.

Sentence was deferred until 
September 30 for background and  
psychiatric reports. Livingstone 
was remanded in custody.

A SENIOR councillor wants to 
put a possible rise in Council Tax 
back on the political agenda to 
safeguard services.

Tory councillor Donald Kelly, 
of the Argyll First group, says the 
revenue would help to lessen the 
impact of council cutbacks.

He said this could be done by 
increasing the Council Tax by a 
few per cent.

He suggested those residents 
on band ‘C’ currently paying 
£1,412.31, might see their annual 
bill rise by three per cent, making 
a yearly payment of £1,443.72.

The Kintyre councillor argued 
this would generate an extra 
£250,000 for Argyll and Bute 
council to spend in Oban.

He said: ‘My view is that we 
have got to the stage of raising the 
Council Tax. This would mean 
that money raised in an area could 
be spent in a specifi c area.

‘When the Council Tax was fi rst 
frozen there is no doubt it was a 
good thing, but we have got to a 
stage in Argyll where we can no 
longer cut anything else.’

OBAN High School Pipe Band led 
the second traditional march from 
Oban town centre to Mossfi eld park 
during the Argyllshire Gathering 

games. Following their appearance 
last Thursday, the novice and nov-
ice juvenile pipe bands ended their 
competition season on a high at the 

Cowal Gathering at the weekend.
Both bands won their grades and 

£500 for being the most entertaining 
band in the street during the massed 

bands’ march down Dunnoon’s Ar-
gyll Street on the Saturday evening.

See page 12 for more photos from 
the gathering.      Photo Kevin McGlynn
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Pupils raise the spirits

Last post for Balmory?

Splashing the RNLI cash
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will reduce spaces

Call for otter signs 
as death toll rises

LOCHDONHEAD pupils Ellie and Ella had a brush with success at 
the recent Tobermory horticultural show.  

Pupils at the primary school were asked to tap into their creative 
talents and submit a painting about the Commonwealth Games held 
in Glasgow.  

The judges at the show, which was held on August 23, had great 
diffi culty choosing the winners because of the high calibre of entries 
from across the island’s schools.  

Ella won fi rst prize in the primary 3-4 category for her painting of 
swimming in the Clyde and Ellie picked up top spot in the primary 5-7 
category and also won the Yule Cup for best exhibit.  Her picture was 
a stunning painting of one of the gymnasts.

PENSIONERS, benefi t claimants and islanders who wants to buy a 
postage stamp may fi nd it increasingly diffi cult to do so in Tobermory, 
as the landmark ‘Balmory’ post offi ce may close this month.

Unless there is an eleventh hour reprieve for the bright yellow, green 
and pink building, the shutters look set to come down on the building 
next week

One Mulleach told The Oban Times: ‘Islanders are incensed that the 
Post Offi ce has done very little to help the matter. 

‘They have waited until the very last minute to visit the island to look 
for a solution.’

Post Offi ce Counters was aware of the situation a few months ago, 
but did not advertise in the local press that it needed a new post offi ce 
location in Tobermory.

It is understood that a community company is hoping to keep the post 
offi ce open, but at present there is no confi rmation if this will be in the 
Balmory building.

A spokeswoman for the Post Offi ce said: ‘Our efforts are continuing 
to ensure that Post Offi ce services are maintained in Tobermory de-
spite developments of issues beyond our control. 

‘We know how important Post Offi ce services are to our customers in 
the community and we are working hard to fi nd a solution as a matter 
of the utmost urgency. 

‘Meantime, we would like to thank customers for their understanding 
in this matter.’

PUPILS at Lochdonhead primary have raised a whopping £1,176.98 at 
the school’s summer fair.

Delighted pupils wrote in the school newsletter: ‘Bagpipes, zumba 
music and dancing opened the amazing afternoon. 

‘Popcorn, candyfl oss, empire biscuits, home baking, burgers, ice 
cream, local vegetables, coffees, teas and juice were on offer.

‘Brilliant bric-a-brac, an amazing bouncy castle, super feathery 
birds, lovely loom bands, a tremendous tombola and fantastic face 
paints were amongst lots on offer at Lochdonhead super sunny fair.

‘Thank you to the parents, teachers and the whole community for 
helping and supporting our school. We think it was spectacular and 
were proud with how well it went’.

IT HAS been a busy fortnight for Tobermory Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) lifeboat, but after six callouts the crew has received 
the welcome news that the annual lifeboat day raised nearly £3,700.

Two of the shouts involved the volunteer crew going to the aid of 
two families. On August 21, the Severn class lifeboat, Elizabeth Fairlie 
Ramsey, was launched following a report that an adult and two children 
on a small motor boat near Glenborrodale were overdue. 

The boat was found and the family taken aboard the lifeboat before 
being transferred to the local coastguard team.

The following day, the lifeboat crew was again called to assist a 
family in distress, following a 999 call that a small boat was sinking in 
the Sound of Mull. 

The lifeboat quickly located the vessel which was almost completely 
submerged and found the family on the shore nearby.

Other rescues in the last fortnight included two missing kayakers 
near the Isle of Gometra on the west coast of Mull - the kayakers were 
found safe and well just before the lifeboat arrived on scene - a vessel 
with steering failure drifting towards the rocks by Ardnamurchan 
lighthouse and a double ‘shout’ on August 18-19 to a 24-foot yacht 
aground at the mouth of the River Forsa on the east coast of Mull. This 
brings the total number of shouts in 2014 for the volunteer crew to 32.

Meanwhile, Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer fundraisers and branch 
treasurer Anne ‘Cookie’ Flavell have been just as busy gathering in the 
cash raised at Lifeboat Day on August 17. 

So far £3,610 has been counted and there is still some money to come.
Given the gale force conditions and heavy rain on the day, this was a 
truly remarkable fi gure compared with last year’s fi gure £2,300 at the 
same event.

RESIDENTS throughout Argyll 
are being urged by the charity 
Blood Pressure UK to have a free 
blood pressure test.

The free checks will be offered in 
a variety of local facilities, called 
‘pressure stations’ including phar-
macies, supermarkets, libraries 
and hospitals.

Volunteers will also provide in-
formation on simple steps to keep 
blood pressure under control. For 
the nearest pressure station, visit: 
www.bloodpressureuk.org

ANYONE attending a Royal Na-
tional Mod will know the fi rst thing 
to do when a venue is announced 
is to get on the phone and book 
accommodation.

But after the initial rush it can be 
diffi cult to fi nd.

The local organisating committee 
for the Mod in Oban in October 
2015 has released a phone number 
for those who may need help: 01631 
564522.

THE ARGYLL and the Isles 
Coast and Countryside Trust 
(ACT) is offering up to 20 people 
£100 to improve their outdoor 
environment.

The trust wants people to use 
their own initiative on how to 
protect or enhance their area 
with anything from a clean-up to 
outdoor steats.

‘Act alfresco’ is available until 
the end of September.

For more information, visit: 
www.act-now.org.uk 

MASTER STROKES: Ella and Ellie proudly display their winning 
paintings

FUN IN THE SUN: pupils, parents and teachers swing into action at 
the Lochdonhead school fair

THANKS to Japanese innovation, a 
willing wife and a fearless attitude 
to surgery - a Seil man is alive today 
in spite of having a life-threatening 
kidney condition.

David Alsop was at the point of 
closing down his logistics business, 
which employs nine people, when 
he was offered a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance by his wife to extended his 
life.

When Dave was diagnosed with 
kidney failure in 2008 it came out ‘of 
the blue’. After a period of being on 
peritoneal dialysis (home dialysis), it 
began to fail.

Dave said: ‘It was at that point I had 
to travel up and down the road three 
days a week to the Western Infi rmary 
for my dialysis treatment.‘

Seeing her husband deteriorate in 
front of her eyes his wife, Cath, a 
nurse, volunteered her own kidney 
for a transplant.

A rigorous round of testing began 
and it was discovered quite early on 
that Cath, 67, and Dave, 68, were not 
a compatible match for a transplant.

The couple were then put in touch 
with a kidney pairing organisation.

Pairing would see one compatible 
person donate their kidney to ano-
ther - in return for a kidney for their 
partner.

However, well into the process and 
after a match had been found it was 
discovered that one of Cath’s kidneys 
had cysts and therefore this ruled the 
couple out of the pairing programme.

All the time, Dave’s health was 
deteriorating. Cath said: ‘He was fra-
gile. We were looking out for him all 
the time. He couldn’t really play with 
Finlay, our three-year-old grandson.’

The couple, who have been married 
for more than 40 years, then made 
the bold decision to use an innovative 
transplant surgery to use Cath’s kid-
ney in Dave’s body. 

They are only the second couple 
in the UK to have the treatment and 
the fi rst in Scotland - a method called 
Plasmapheresis, a treatment used to 
remove antibodies in the blood. The 

pre-operative treatment removes the 
plasma portion of the blood where  
antibodies are located

During the procedure, a dialysis 
catheter is fi tted to fi lter the blood and 
a second line returns the blood to the 
body. 

Dave needed multiple plasmaphe-
resis sessions to remove antibodies 
before his surgery. He was then in-
troduced to the ‘bucket load of drugs’ 
that he would need to take before, 
during and after his transplant. 

The method was developed in 
places such as Japan and China where 

TRANSPLANT PATIENT: Dave and dog Jetta at home in the garden on Seil, where he and his wife, Cath,  live. 
07_t35alsop1

An                       campaign

Seil’s David Alsop gets behind the campaign 
for a dialysis machine in Oban after an ordeal 

which saw the miracle of modern medicine 
and his wife come to his aid

• A renal (kidney dialysis) patient from 
Argyll will typically travel for up to 36 
hours a week to receive treatment

• spend 12 hours a week on a dialysis 
machine

• spend six hours a week waiting 
for transport

• take 24 hours to recover from 
treatment

• spend three days a week 
going to and from appoint-
ments

• be unable to take up a full 
time job

Guidelines from The Renal Association state a unit should be:
• less than 30 minutes from home 
• within 25 miles of a person’s home
There are currently 16 travelling dialysis patients in 
Argyll.

There are other patients who have dialysis at home. 
This method means being on a machine all night - most 
nights. It does not work for everyone.

Health experts are predicting a boom in dialysis 
patients because of an increase in obesity and 
diabetes-related conditions.

KIDNEY OR RENAL 
FAILURE CAUSES

DIABETES

HIGH 
BLOOD 
PRESSURE

KIDNEY 
DISEASE

OBSTRUCTION

FACTS ON DIALYSIS
Most people have two kidneys, about four inches long, found at the back of the body near 
the lower ribs. A healthy kidney is a � ltering system for blood in the body - vital for life.

Dave thanks wife Cath for 
life-saving gift of a kidney

patients will not take kidneys from 
dead bodies for cultural reasons.

During his pre-operative hospital 
treatment at the Beatson Clinic in 
Glasgow, Dave stayed with his dau-
ghter, Claire, in Linlithgow, while his 
other daughter, Jane, kept in contact 
from her home in the south.

On the day of the operation, Cath 

was the fi rst to be taken into theatre 
to have her kidney removed by key 
hole surgery.

Cath said: ‘I couldn’t wait to get it 
done. I knew it would make his life 
better.

‘What people have to remember is 
when there is a dialysis patient in the 
family everyone has to cope and learn 

how to live with the disease.’
After three to four hours of Cath 

being on the operating table Dave 
followed her down to surgery

Cath, who is incredibly fi t and 
healthy, seemed to cope with the 
operation well. She said that Dave 
coped a little too well, as he was back 
to organising work the following day 
after the operation.

Dave has thrown his experience 
behind the Wilma’s Wish Campaign 
and wants the community to do the 
same. He is also incredibly keen to 
get people to sign up to the Organ 
Donor Scheme, because - as he says: 
‘you cannot make that decision when 
you are dead’.

Dave says that before he was a 
kidney patient, he had no idea about 
the lengths that he would have to go to 
in order to receive treatment.

‘Transplants and home dialysis do 
not suit everybody. Travelling back 
and forth to Glasgow or Fort William 
doesn’t suit anybody.

‘I fully endorse the campaign for a 
machine in Oban.’

HOW TO SUPPORT
OUR CAMPAIGN

Blood pressure 
station checks 

Help at hand for 
Mod booking

Money ACT to 
improve outdoors

 Sign up to our 
online petition

 Sign up to be an 
organ donor

 Give blood regularly
 Write to your MSP, your MP 
and the European Parliament

 Tell your story to 
The Oban Times

FOUR otters have been killed on treacherous crossings, and 
more will perish if people don’t take more care on the roads.

Mull Otter Group (MOG) has highlighted the death toll as it 
purchased its fi rst road sign to alert drivers to the potential of 
hitting the mammals.

Community councillor and member of MOG, Jane Stevens 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute Council [need to] to acknowledge the 
debt local tourism owes to these animals by helping reduce 
this carnage. The location of the road sign alongside Fishnish 
Bay is central to a stretch of road, between Glenforsa and 
Craignure, that has become a black spot for otter road traffi c 
accidents in recent years.’

Road signs creating awareness of otters have been known to 
successfully reduce otter deaths in other areas of the Scottish 
islands.

ALAN MacLeod, a well-known Oban businessman, has 
condemned plans he claims have been pushed through for a 
performance space on the North Pier.

The North Pier maritime visitor facility was given planning 
approval last week with a start date of January 2015.

This will see the White Building demolished and a state-of-
the-art performance space to hold up 1,200 people built, and a 
small kitchen space and seating.

Alan MacLeod, co-owner of iconic red roofed restaurants 
Piazza and Ee-usk, said the maritime visitor centre would 
block off car parking, valuable car parking spaces and stop the 
fl ow of traffi c around the area.

Mr MacLeod said: ‘The fl ow of traffi c around the North Pier 
car park is to be stopped to allow this ill-conceived project to 
proceed. We were not consulted on this project. We have an 
interest, as we have a 99-year ground lease where the North 
Pier restaurants stand.

‘Neither the councillors or the offi cials have paid any atten-
tion to our concerns. Planning was pushed through in record 
time, ignoring objections. Our planning for the Argyll Hotel 
took two years - this project took two months.’ 

He said the centre would only make sense if the short-term 
marina and pontoons got the go-ahead.

Mr MacLeod continued: ‘Argyll and Bute council’s motto is 
‘Realising our potential together’, may I suggest that it should 
be ‘Forgive us for we know not what we do’.’

Argyll and Bute council confi rmed the design meant the 
loss of nine car parking spaces but the project would seek to 
address this loss in the longer term.

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + 
Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
offer you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising 
and features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from 
on-going training, first class support, job stability and the opportunity to 
work for a professional company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
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‘We were never taken seriously’

Sounding last post on the Esplanade

Rockfi eld past bidders say 
bids never stood a chance

Boat grounded on 
Oban’s ‘Scrat’ reef

Anxious wait over 
shop jobs decision

A good feeling for 
playpark group

Dental unit a step closer

No new leads about 
murdered woman

Convenient matter 
of little light relief

A FURTHER £3,000 has been 
donated to Friends of Oban 
Community Playpark’s bid to 
build a new children’s leisure 
area beside Atlantis Leisure.

The latest donation has come 
from Oban Common Good 
Fund. ‘We are absolutely de-
lighted with this donation,’ said 
Lyndsay Elliot of the friends. 

The total raised locally now 
stands at around £55,000.

STAFF at the Co-operative store in 
Oban will fi nd out in six weeks if 
they will still have jobs.

A decision is to be announced to 
workers at the Soroba Road shop 
on Thursday, October 14.

Hours are to be slashed and re-
dundancies are a real possibility at 
the store, with one member of the 
workforce calling it ‘ridiculous,’ 
that people offering to take vol-
untary redundancy had been told 
they couldn’t by bosses.

A SAILING boat went aground 
on Saturday afternoon on ‘the 
Scrat’ reef in the middle of Oban 
Bay.

Oban lifeboat was asked by 
Stornoway Coastguard to help 
the double-masted ship which 
had gone aground on the reef.

The ship had fortunately gone 
aground only an hour after low 
water. This meant that the sim-
plest option for both the vessel 
and the people onboard was to 
wait for the rising tide to refl oat 
the boat.

However, to ensure the safety 
of all passengers, they were 
taken on board two local rigid 
infl atable boats.

Oban lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald remained by the 
sailing boat until she was safely 
free of the reef a few hours later. 

One of the volunteer crew 
was placed aboard the vessel 
throughout this time to provide 
any necessary assistance to the 
crew. 

Once afl oat, a towline was 
passed and she was taken to 
berth at the North Pier.

FORMER bidders for the disused 
Rockfi eld primary school in Oban 
have come forward to say they were 
never taken ‘seriously’ by Argyll and 
Bute council.

In January 2013, councillors were 
told that the local authority ‘had not 
received any acceptable offers for the 
site’. 

However, The Oban Times under-
stands that at least six parties inter-
ested in the site felt their proposals 
were not given serious consideration 
by the council.

Oban Youth and Community 
Association was one such party. It 
placed a bid to move from its Soroba 
Lane premises to Rockfi eld in 2009, 
but the plan was dismissed out of 
hand, claims the association’s former 
chairman David Preston.

He said: ‘At no point did the council 
enter into any negotiation with the 
community.’

David said his group looked at 
various options in the town: ‘Our 
preferred option was Rockfi eld and 
I wrote to the offi cer at the estates 
department on March 10, 2009 to 
intimate interest on behalf of the 
community and to tell him that we 
would need time to complete further 
research into viability and feasibility. 

‘By the time I eventually received 
an acknowledgement, from him on  
April 29, 2009, the ‘development 
opportunity’ sign had been erected 

on the site, even although I was told 
that the council had not obtained a 
valuation of the property and had not 
fi xed the asking price.’ 

The former chairman, continued: 
‘The council refused to give the 
community any opportunity to put its 
package together and refused to give 
any support or assistance (non-fi -
nancial) whatsoever in assessing 
feasibility or in producing a realistic 
detailed business plan. 

‘The opposite is, in fact, true – the 
council refused to delay marketing 
the property to allow funding sources 
to be identifi ed.’

A proposal in 2010 from a small 
voluntary group to locate a traditional 
music school in the building in 2010 
was rejected by the council because 
it did not have enough community 
support.

A couple, who asked not to be 
named, also approached the council 
in 2013 for advice on purchasing the 
building, but felt a social housing 
complex on the site was the preferred 
option.

The Oban Times has previously 
revealed that luxury-fl at developer 
Paul Molinari, Ganavan Sands De-
velopments and Argyll Community 
Housing Association have all been 
interested in the site.

Ganavan Sands Developments 
placed an offer in 2011 to refurbish 
Rockfi eld and house the town’s 
council staff, in return for buying 
properties owned by the local au-
thority on Albany Street and turning 

them into luxury fl ats for sale on the 
open market. 

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute council would not comment on 
the individual bids.

However, she did say that on  June 
2014, the council agreed to re-adver-

tise the Rockfi eld property for sale on 
the open market. Offers were invited 
and a closing date set for Friday 
August 8, 2014.  

The Oban Times understands that 
six bids were received and reported 
to the Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 

committee on August 14, 2014. 
The spokeswoman added: ‘The 

area committee asked for additional 
information. It will consider a fur-
ther report at a special meeting on 
Wednesday, September 10, 2014.’

She said: ‘Members will carefully 

consider all offers received and make 
a decision about how to proceed – 
bearing in mind the requirements 
of the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act 1973 and the Disposal of Land by 
Local Authorities (Scotland) Regula-
tions 2010.’ 

TIE A RIBBON: Rock� eld campaigner Fiona Campbell-Smith is given a ribbon by Nan Clark, 96, to tie on the fence of the old Rock� eld primary school

ONE OF Oban’s oldest residents 
called plans to demolish the 
former Rockfi eld primary school 
‘a disgrace’. 

Well known former farmer 
Nan Clark, 96, (above) wanted 
her ribbon to be hung on the 
fence of her former primary 
school to remind people of the 
history of the building.

Nan, who walked from her 
home with her siblings two miles 
to school every day, said she 
had good memories of the Oban 
school.

‘It is a disgrace that anyone is 
thinking about taking the school 

down. I imagine that people 
would want to see the school, and 
if it was fi lled with all the things 
the Oban Communities Trust is 
thinking of doing with it, then it 
will be good for the tourists.

‘It would be lovely to see the 
building brought back into good 
use.’

Being unable to walk to the 
former Rockfi eld school herself, 
Nan asked that her ribbon be 
tied to the fence along with 
the hundreds of others around 
the empty building to show 
her support for the Rockfi eld 
campaign. 

THE POST Offi ce on Oban’s Espla-
nade is due to close before Christmas.

Consultation documents have gone 
out to customers asking if they would 
support the service being moved 
into McColl’s convenience store on 
George Street.

A spokeswoman for Colin and 
Lynette Galbraith, who have run the 
post offi ce for  more than 24 years, 
said: ‘It is all up in the air at the 
moment, but they are hoping to retire.

‘They are retiring because of the 
changes that are being brought in by 
the Post Offi ce and they believe it is 
just time to leave.

‘The Post Offi ce wants to move 
the counter into shops that stay open 
later in order to maximise the sales 
of the counter. However, many of our 
customers are saying that is not what 
they want.’

Customer Maimie Nicholson, a 
former Post Offi ce worker, said: 

‘My fear is that this is a done deal. 
I worked in the Post Offi ce for more 
than 20 years at Mossfi eld and it was 
a lovely place to work.

‘We had time for the customers and 
we passed the time of day with people 
if there was time. The Esplanade post 
offi ce is the same.

‘Having been closed down once at 
Mossfi eld, I have a feeling that the 
post offi ce only has one solution on 
the books and that is moving into Mc-

Coll’s - it will be the end of an era.’
A six-week consultation has now 

begun with customers being asked 
to give their views on the proposed 
move  to McColl’s.

It is understood that a not-for-profi t 
organisation has made enquiries 
about bringing the Post Offi ce coun-
ter into another venue on George 
Street but was told there were no 
vacancies for post offi ce concessions 
at present.

A MULTI-million pound dental 
unit in Lorn and Islands hospital 
in Oban is still without a practice 
more than a year after it was com-
pleted, writes Louise Lee.

But a meeting of NHS Highland 
on Monday night was told that 
there was a realistic prospect that 
a contract for a dental practice will 
be signed in the ‘near future’.

The community health partner-
ship heard that a previous arrange-
ment had fallen through, but this 
time progress had been made in 
fi nding a ‘preferred candidate’.

Tom Dolan, from Taynuilt, said: 

‘I tried to make an appointment on 
August 22 as I had lost a fi lling, but 
I was unable to get an appointment 
until September 15.

‘It seems as though it has been 
an age since we were fi rst prom-
ised that contracts were about to 
be signed. I looked back in my 
records and it was November 15, 
2007 when we were fi rst told there 
would be a new practice.’

NHS Highland locality manager 
Veronica Kennedy said: ‘It is at the 
contract stage. There is a possibili-
ty that it might be Christmas, but I 
wouldn’t put £20 on it.’

Nan ties her colours to Rock� eld cause

DESPITE hopes of fi nding the body of murdered Edin-
burgh accountant Suzanne Pilley in the forests of Argyll, 
police have confi rmed there are no new leads after an 
impassioned plea from her parents on BBC television 
programme Crimewatch.

Suzanne was murdered in May 2010, and her former 
colleague and lover David Gilroy was jailed for the 
crime in 2012. Her body has never been recovered.

Since 2010, many searches have taken place through-
out Argyll. 

It was hoped that some new evidence would come to 
light about the whereabouts of murderer Gilroy in the 
days following Ms Pilley’s death when Crimewatch 
broadcast the story in June 2014.

It is known that Gilroy travelled to the Lochgilphead 
Campus shortly after Ms Pilley went missing, and that 
he purchased black bags in the town.

Police investigations revealed that GPS (Global Posi-
tioning System) tracked Gilroy for most of his journey 
through Argyll but for a substantial period of time he 
was ‘off radar’ while he was travelling from Lochgilp-
head back to the city.

A number of theories exist about where he was. It was 
believed that new enquiries had opened up in the Minard 
area of Mid Argyll. But police said local rumours of 
‘hundreds’ of police in the area were untrue.

A Police Scotland spokesman confi rmed: ‘Anyone 
who knows something which may assist our inquiries is 
urged to contact Police Scotland.’

A SEARCH for a public toilet is an age-old problem in 
Argyll it seems, after the Royal Commission on the An-
cient and Historic Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) 
only has one cludgie on a national register for the area.

The public conveniences at the pier in Inveraray are the 
only one of its type within the whole of Argyll.

This will not be a surprise for the residents of Oban 
who consistently complain about the lack of powder 
rooms for visitors to the area.

RCAHMS is now desperate for owners of toilets of 
note to be added to its list by emailing a picture of the 
ancient water closet or princely throne to the national 
organisation. Contact the organisation via the RCAHMS 
website.
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WHEN First Minister Alex Salmond 
announced that 16 and 17-year-olds 
were to be given the right to vote in 
the Scottish independence referen-
dum, there were cries that it was 
a cynical ploy to appeal to a more 
impressionable age group.

However, no one can deny that teen-
agers have the most to gain and lose 
of any single cohort after September 
18, whichever way the vote goes.

However, rather than a group of 
naïve teenagers, a selection of fi rst 
time voters from Oban high and 
Fort William schools, who were 
asked about the issues, proved to 
be well-informed, articulate and 
passionately engaged in the debate, 
advocating equally for both sides of 
the argument.

Mia Colquhoun, 16, from Oban,  
who hopes to study drama when 
she leaves school, said: ‘I’ve never 
been very optimistic about the ‘Yes’ 
vote from the start and I don’t feel 
confi dent it’s a good decision. It’s a 
big leap in the dark.

‘I watched the independence debate 
between Salmond and Darling but it 
didn’t help in the slightest. They just 
seemed to go round in circles. Each 
side contradicts itself.’

Matthew Hall, 16, from Taynuilt, 
confessed an interest in politics as 
he plans to study politics, philosophy 
and economics when he leaves 
school. He feels that rather than going 
for independence, Scotland would be 
better off with more devolution.

He said: ‘From the arguments I’ve 
seen, I think ‘devo-max’ would be the 
best thing for the country. Although 
currency is an issue, for me border 
security and passports are bigger 
issues as it’s our national security 
that’s at risk.’

Jessica Reeves, 16, from Barcal-
dine, hopes to enrol in a stage and 
fi lm make-up course when she leaves 
school. She remains to  be convinced 
by the ‘Yes’ campaign’s proposals or 
Alex Salmond’s leadership.

She said: ‘After watching Alex Sal-
mond, his attitude towards the whole 
thing makes me wonder if he’s sure 
about what he’s doing.

‘I have a lot of family that live in 
England and I feel as if I’m from both 
sides – Scottish and British.

‘I don’t see the need to break up 
the union; I think it will put Scotland 
more at risk from attack.

‘I don’t particularly want nuclear 
weapons in Scotland but I think if 
we didn’t have them we would be 

Generation ‘X’ passes credibility 
test in its search for the answers

Over 100 people need charity food to survive the week

Two weeks and counting before the fate of the nation is decided. For the fi rst time 
in the history of the UK, 16 and 17-year-olds will be allowed to make their mark on 
Scotland’s future. In the concluding part of our referendum spotlight, Steven Rae 
and Emma Crichton report on the views of west Highland fi fth and sixth-year pupils

a target.’ Allyson Boyd, 17, from 
North Connel, wants to study law at 
university.

She feels fi nancial and political 
inequality could be improved in an 
independent Scotland. She said: ‘I 
think Scotland only has this oppor-
tunity once. For years, as part of the 
UK, we haven’t been able to voice our 
opinions the way England has. The 
people in Scotland aren’t prioritised 
the way England is.

‘I think staying part of the union 
could lead to privatisation of the 
NHS and we would also lose our free 
university education in Scotland. I 

also think it’s better to have a govern-
ment based in Scotland for Scottish 
people.’

Zac Thomson, 16, from North Con-
nel, wants to undertake an appren-
ticeship with outdoor activity group 
Stramash when he leaves school.

He feels his voice would be heard 
more in an independent Scotland 
and he would be part of a more 
pacifi st society. He said: ‘I’m looking 
forward to getting to use my vote and 
getting what we want in our country.

‘As part of the UK, my voice is 
only one in 60million, whereas in 
Scotland, it’s one in fi ve million, 

LEAP IN THE DARK: Mia Colquhoun 
says the outcome of an independ-

ent Scotland is uncertain

INEQUALITY: Helen State says 
the present UK government has 

neglected the poor

TUITION FEES: Ruaridh MacInnes 
is concerned students may have to 

pay for their education

NO DOUBTS: Fiona MacEachan 
believes the time is right for 

Scotland to go it alone

DEVOLUTION: Aaron Semple feels 
‘devo-max’ is the best option for 

Scotland within the UK

SECURITY CONCERNS: Matthew Hall 
says Scotland is safer as part of the 

United Kingdom

HAVING A VOICE: Zac Thomson says 
voting ‘Yes’ will give the people of 
Scotland a real say in their a� airs

NHS WORRIES: Claire MacPherson 
says a vote for independence will 

safeguard the NHS

UNEQUAL PARTNERS: Allyson Boyd  
argues it’s better that Scotland is 

governed from Scotland

LEADERSHIP DOUBTS: Jessica 
Reeves is not convinced Alex 

Salmond knows what he’s doing

so that’s 12 times what it is at the 
moment.’ Claire MacPherson, 16, 
from Barcaldine, wants a career in 
animal care when she leaves school. 
She sees the referendum as an unique 
opportunity to make Scotland a fairer 
society.

She said: ‘I’ve heard both sides and 
I agree more with the ‘Yes’ campaign. 
We can’t predict what will happen but 
we might as well give it a shot as we 
won’t get another chance to change 
our minds any time soon.

‘‘The way we are at the moment, 
with free education and the NHS, I 
think we are less likely to keep that if 

we stay part of the UK.’ Helen State, 
17, from Oban, is aiming to study 
for a degree in history and sociology 
after school. She is voting ‘Yes’ as 
she doesn’t think the UK government 
is looking after poor people.

She said: ‘I think I’m voting ‘Yes’ 
mostly for social justice. I think an 
independent Scotland is the best 
thing for our future as it ensures we 
get a fairer society.

‘It’s shocking that in 2014, 23 per 
cent of children live and die in pov-
erty; it’s a disgrace. An independent 
Scotland could change that.

‘People using food banks in this 

day and age is absolutely appalling, 
and the £4billion a year we spend on 
Trident could be put to much better 
use.

‘There are something like 23 mil-
lionaires in David Cameron’s cabinet 
of 25 and they’re totally out-of-touch 
with Scotland.’

Fort William teenager Ruaridh 
MacInnes is no longer as certain 
about voting ‘Yes’ as he was at the 
beginning of the campaign.  

He explained: ‘Tuition fees are 
important to me because I could be 
going to college or university soon 
and I’m worried we could lose our 
free tuition fees.

‘But we could lose them if we stay 
with the UK or go independent. I 
don’t know if we could afford to keep 
tuition fees free if we’re independent 
but then if we vote ‘No’ and the 
budget is cut, we might not be able 
to either.

‘When you see things on TV about 
the referendum it makes you sit up 
and take notice because it’s really 
important to us. I was so up for vot-
ing ‘Yes’ but the more I think about 
the risks to the NHS and whether we 
can actually sustain the country, I’m 
starting to have doubts.’

Another Fort William pupil, Fiona  
MacEachan, said she was enthused 
by the debate: ‘The independence 
debate has defi nitely made me more 
interested in politics. I hope that has 
been the same for other young voters 
and it will stay after the referendum.

‘I’ve completely made up my own 
mind. We need to think about how 
independence will affect us way in 
the future as well as right now. I think 
it’s important to show everyone who 
doubts Scotland that we can do it. 

‘We put more into the United King-
dom than we get back and I don’t 
think that’s right.’ 

Aaron Semple believes more 
devolved powers within a UK frame-
work is the best course of action for 
Scotland.

The Fort William pupil said: ‘One 
of the things putting me off inde-
pendence is I think taxes might need 
to go up so that we can afford things 
like free tuition and prescriptions.

‘I’d rather see us stay in the UK but 
with more devolved powers. There’s 
too many big spaces in terms of what 
we know and don’t know. I’d have 
liked more answers. I’ll defi nitely 
stay more engaged in politics after 
the referendum, mainly because I’m 
curious to see what happens.’ 

OBAN Highland dancers and 
pipers held their own over the 
weekend at the annual three-day 
Cowal Gathering in Dunoon.

Oban High School pipe band 
rounded off a great season by 
winning both the novice juvenile 
and juvenile grades in the Cowal 
pipe band championships.

Inveraray and District pipe band 
won the Grade One championships, 
beating Lomond and Clyde and 
Oban pipe bands into second and 
third place respectively.

Inveraray also won best Band on 
Parade.

The Argyllshire Highland 
dancing competitions saw top 
honours in the under 16 years 
category go to Katie MacPherson 
from Oban, who also won it last 
year.

Katie is the third Highland dancer 
from Oban to win the competition 
since 1926. Her dance teacher 
Eilidh MacInnes, who sadly died 
on August 9, was the fi rst dancer 
from Oban to win it, starting in 
1986, three years in a row.

Katie also took home the 
local medal for 13-16 years at 
the Argyllshire Gathering last 
Thursday in the Highland fl ing, as 
well as coming second in the Sean 
Triubhas and Hullachan.

Famous wildlife 
lensman to give 
graduation talk

Roadworks ahead 
until end of week

Triumphant note 
for school’s band 
at Cowal contest

Oban tenants have 
say over plans for 
new development

A FAMOUS wildlife cameraman 
is to give the keynote speech 
following the graduation of 14 
students from Dunbeg’s Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS).

Acclaimed documentary 
cameraman Doug Allan will 
talk following the ceremony 
attended by the new principal 
of the University of Highlands 
and Islands (UHI) Professor 
Clive Mulholland and members 
of SAMS board, including the 
chairman Michael Gibson, Angus 
Ross and Carol Phillips.

This year, 10 undergraduates, 
one masters student and three PhD 
students will graduate at SAMS 
on September 12.

Forty years ago Doug graduated 
from Stirling University with a 
degree in marine biology. Doug 
is now a specialist in underwater, 
under ice and polar fi lm work with 
an impressively extensive award 
list.

Doug will give two public 
presentations showcasing his polar 
adventures. The presentations, on 
September 11 and 13, are open to 
the public and tickets are available 
from SAMS’s visitor centre, 
the Ocean Explorer Centre in 
Dunstaffnage, and online. 

TENANTS of Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 
are to be offered transfers to new 
properties in Oban, following a 
public consultation. 

ACHA held an open day 
and consultation last month to 
determine public opinion on the 
allocation of its 40 new homes in 
Glenshellach, Oban. 

The homes consist of 12 one-
bedroom fl ats, 12 two-bedroom 
fl ats and 16 two-bedroom houses, 
to be named Catalina Avenue.

Alastair MacGregor, ACHA’s 
chief executive, said that 88 per 
cent of those who completed a 
survey believe it would be good 
practice to allocate the properties to 
existing tenants. He said: ‘This has 
the potential to effectively double 
the number of homes available to 
the association to let, including 
larger-sized properties, and 
increases the number of applicants 
in need being housed.’ Councillor 
Roddy McCuish of Oban, South 
and the Isles said: ‘This is excellent 
progress in addressing some of 
the housing demand in Oban, 
Lorn and Isles and, in particular, I 
would encourage tenants in larger 
properties no longer suited to 
their needs to consider applying to 
downsize.’  

Tenants wishing to be considered 
for a transfer to Catalina Avenue 
should contact ACHA’s on 01546 
605930.

WORK to resurface the A83 road 
north of Furnace, which started on 
Monday, is expected to continue 
until the end of next week.

Although there is no work 
scheduled by BEAR Scotland’s 
contractor Breedon Aggregates for 
the weekend, some disruption is 
expected between 7am and 7pm, 
Monday to Friday.

Temporary traffi c lights and 
a 10mph convoy system is in 
operation but this will be replaced 
with a 30mph limit outwith work 
times.

MORE than 100 people each week 
from Oban and Fort William survive 
on food from charities, writes Louise 
Lee.

An Oban Times investigation 
found that many people had not eaten 
for days by the time they contacted 
either the Lochaber Food Bank in 
Fort William or the HOPE (Help Our 
People Eat) Kitchen in Oban.

The investigation revealed that one 
pensioner had to take to her bed for 
six days as she had no money for 
electricity or to buy food.

Poverty on the west coast is 
reaching new levels, according to the 
two organisations that run the food 
banks. Stuart Chalmers of Oban’s 
HOPE kitchen said people were 

looking for more than just food. He 
said: ‘People can often be isolated 
and lonely. While food is the reason 
we are here, we also want to work 
with people to refer them to other 
places where they can also get help 
- if we can.’

Sue Vest, manager of the Hope 
Kitchen, explained there were many 
reasons why people came to the 
centre. She said: ‘Some families 
have had weekly food parcels from 
us because they simply can not make 
ends meet, while others need a hot 
meal.’

Recently, a fi sherman’s widow was 
so moved by the plight of the people at 
HOPE kitchen, she donated woollen 
socks, something that Sue says will 

be gratefully received as the winter 
approaches. In Fort William, there 
are seven individuals or families 
asking for a food parcel every week.

The food bank provides sustenance 
for three days, something that Alex 
McConachie said can help people 
get through very diffi cult and trying 
circumstances. 

The Lochaber food bank worker 
said: ‘Sometimes it is a matter of 
choosing between food and paying a 
bill. That’s not an easy choice. 

‘It is sad that we are here but it is 
just as well that we are - because 
people have nothing to spare and 
without the food bank I don’t know 
where some families would be.’

Lochaber Food Bank was set up 

with the help of a grant from the 
Trussell Trust while the kitchen 
in Oban, in the former Mantrap 
premises, was mainly funded by 
private donations. It received help 
from National Lottery to fund two 
paid members of staff earlier this 
year. Both organisations say they 
would not be in the position to help 
people if it was not for the support 
and generosity of local people.

Alex said: ‘It has been manageable 
to help people this summer and any 
time I have asked for something I 
have been overwhelmed with the 
response. But it is coming back into 
winter and we can use all the help 
we can to make sure individuals and 
families have the support they need.’

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: volunteers at Oban’s HOPE kitchen discuss the 
growing demand for help from struggling families                       t36poverty1

AN OBAN estate agents toasted a 
change of premises after more than 10 
years.

Bell Ingram, formerly DM 
MacKinnon Estates, marked the move 
to Boswell House in Argyll Square 
with a breakfast reception.

Staff welcomed clients and members 
of the public to enjoy a morning cup of 
coffee, croissant or cereal in the new 
offi ce last Thursday, August 28, with 
the town bustling for the Argyllshire 
Gathering.

Hugh Nicol, senior associate at Bell 
Ingram’s Oban Offi ce, said the early 
morning reception gave people the 
chance to enjoy the breakfast while 
taking in the procession and the fi rm’s 
new offi ce.

He continued: ‘We have strong roots 
in Argyll and the fact we are investing 
and improving is testament to our 
commitment to, and faith in, our loyal 
clients and the desire to improve and 
provide a service to meet both their and 
new client needs.’

They’re the toast of the town

BREAKFAST IS SERVED: Sta�  and guests at the breakfast reception 15_t36bellingram1
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Is there no 
respite from 
these wee 
meanies ”

Disgruntled parishioner

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Worshippers’ in plea 
for car parking peace
OBAN church-goers are praying 
for common sense to prevail after 
a council amenity warden issued 
a warning notice to a woman for 
parking on a disused ambulance bay.

Last week The Oban Times high-
lighted a catalogue of complaints 
from the town’s residents and busi-
ness community about new parking 
regulations introduced by Argyll and 
Bute council in June.

Now the town’s church-goers have 
joined residents and business owners 
in calling for calm and want the 
council to rethink their town centre 
parking strategy.

Last Friday, former nurse Beatrice 
Keenan received a stark warning for 
leaving her car on Tweeddale Street 
in a space reserved for emergency 
services. She was attending Oban 
congregational church at the time.

She was warned that she would be 
liable to a £60 fi ne if she parked there 
again, stating: ‘Do not ignore this 
notice.’ 

Bamboozled, she looked at the fi ne 
print only to realise she was being 
penalised for parking in a place that 
hasn’t been a designated ambulance 
bay for years. 

Beatrice, who is recovering from 
an operation, said: ‘It was only when 
I read the notice that I realised I 
was being told off for parking in an 
ambulance bay.’

‘There has been no ambulance 
station in the vicinity for many years.

‘The church got a letter from Argyll 
and Bute council in 2011 stating the 

signage for the ambulance station 
would be removed. But it hasn’t and 
now I’ve been told off.’

The council has also informed the 
congregational church that it is not 
allowed to use the parking spaces 
directly outside the front entrance to 
the building. This has caused major 
problems for funeral corteges.

Worshippers at St Columba’s 
Catholic cathedral on Oban’s Espla-
nade have also been caught out with 
parking fi nes.

One parishioner, who had said they 
had attended Mass in the cathedral 
‘for decades’, said: ‘It is simply un-
acceptable for the rules to be changed 
overnight with no warnings being 
given. 

‘Is there no respite from these wee 
meanies?’

A survey carried out by shopowner 
Graham Fraser, who owns Alba 
on Albany Street, underlines the 
concerns about the lack of parking 
spaces in Oban’s town centre because 
of street landscaping or bays occu-
pied by permit holders.

In a 10-day period, he saw only 

‘three or four car drivers’ manage to 
fi nd a legal space on the street. He 
said: ‘We know there is a problem 
and it is now time to fi nd a solution. 

‘I think that the council needs to 
think about allowing residents to 
buy parking permits for £80-100 and 
extend this to people who work in the 
town, so they have the same benefi ts 
as permit holders.

‘At present it costs on average £8-9 
a day to park in Oban. Permit holders 
only pay 22 pence a day. That seems 
unfair.’

Argyll and Bute council said it 
is ‘pleased’ with the roll-out of its 
parking plans. 

A council spokesman explained: 
‘The new system ensures effective 
traffi c management which benefi ts 
the local economy by ensuring 
parking turnover – helping our town 
centres remain vibrant, busy places. 

‘Local enforcement also safeguards 
access for Blue Badge holders, for de-
liveries, for loading and for emergen-
cy vehicles as well as ensuring road 
safety by managing inconsiderate 
and irresponsible parking’.

FLYING HIGH: Oban airport is on course according to Fergus Murray, the 
council’s economic development spokesman

Railing ’teen, 19, 
taken to the cells

Porter foils early 
morning break-in

Tesco customers in 
£1 vote for charity

Man questioned by 
police over attack

A breaking point 
for a hungry man

A FORTY-two-year-old man has 
been arrested following a serious 
assault on a 49-year-old man in 
Oban’s Lochavullin Drive on 
Saturday afternoon.

The victim received serious cuts 
to his head and arm as a result of 
the attack.

A NIGHT porter disturbed an 
intruder who was attempting to 
break into the Regent Hotel in 
Oban at 1.45am last Thursday.

Police searched the area and 
found a 39-year-old man hiding 
close to the hotel. He was arrest-
ed and charged.

THE WINDOW of Kebabish 
restaurant in Oban’s John Street 
was smashed in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning.

A 39-year-old man, who had 
been refused service because 
the restaurant was closed for the 
night, was arrested on suspicion of 
punching the window.

SHOUTING, swearing and 
singing sectarian songs on the 
Glasgow to Oban train led to the 
arrest of a 19-year-old teenager 
as the train pulled into the Ar-
gyll town.

The man was taken into 
custody from the 9pm train on 
Saturday on suspicion of causing 
a disturbance. 

He is also alleged to have been 
found in possession of controlled 
drugs on his arrest.

TESCO customers from Oban 
have taken part in an online vote 
to choose the benefi ciaries of  £1.8 
million, raised from carrier bag 
charges in Scotland and Wales.

The successful local charity is 
Keep Scotland Beautiful, with the 
levy expected to be worth about 
£1million to the organisation..

PARKING WOES: Congregational church members Beatrice Keenan 
and Gary Gladman stand on the spaces reserved for an ambulance bay 

15_t36parking1

Airport is the envy of rural communities
SPENDING thousands of pounds of 
council cash on Oban Airport has 
successfully managed to increase 
the number of passenger through the 
airport.

In the last six years, an extra 1,043 
passengers per annum have travelled 
through the airport. 

However, over the last three months, 
(May, June and July) there has been a 
downturn in passenger traffi c.

Overall, there has been an increase 
of almost one third of passengers over 
the fi ve years of trading, amounting 
to a annual fi gure of 3,334 people.

Oban Airport is subsidised by the 
Scottish government for Public Ser-
vice Order (PSO) fl ights to the tune 

of £300,000. Argyll and Bute coun-
cil, who operate and run the airport, 
say the annual costs for Oban are 
£491,877, with an income of £37,354.

Argyll and Bute council argues that 
local air services are essential to the 
social and economic well-being of 
the islands and ‘they serve in pro-
viding resilience in the event of ferry 
calculations and help to counter any 
problems such as depopulation.’

The council decided to market the 
airport as revenue generator. Costing 
£250 to hire the venue, the council 
has hosted six such events over the 
two years.

The council also planned to grow 
business at the airport - but were una-
ble to give details due to commercial 
sensitivity. 

Both Border Air Training Limited 

and Fly Scenic Scotland operate out 
of the airport and in August 2013 
there were 39 scenic tours booked 
and undertaken. 

Fergus Murray, the council’s head 
of economic development, defended 
the airport in a recent email. 

He said: ‘The airport at Connel is 
a top class facility that has recently 
been audited by the CAA (Civil Avia-
tion Authority) last month and passed 
once again with no major areas of 
action highlighted. 

‘It was pointed out that this facility 
is the envy of many rural authorities  
and that it was achieved through the 
winning of European funding in a 
highly competitive funding environ-
ment.  

‘The airport has scheduled fl ights 
that have attracted PSOs for our 

island communities who greatly 
appreciate the service the airport 
offers and the improvements to their 
own island airstrips which were also 
improved as part of the funding 
package.  

‘As passenger numbers have in-
creased substantially in recent years, 
we look forward to new planes being 
introduced and new routes being 
established to the likes of Barra and 
elsewhere in the UK as the economic 
case is made.  

‘The airport continues to attract 
highly successful events and interest 
from other businesses looking to 
make use of its facilities.’

A council spokesman declined 
to comment on the progress of new 
fl ights, saying the matter was com-
mercially sensitive. 
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‘KIDNAPPED’ ranks among the world’s fi nest historical 
adventure novels and its author, Robert Louis Stevenson, was 
one of Scotland’s greatest writers.  

Millions of copies of this classic work of fi ction have been 
sold since it was fi rst published in 1886 and no fewer than 
seven fi lm and television versions of it have appeared between 
1938 and 2005. It is so popular that a unique walk, called ‘The 
Stevenson Way’, has now been established.

‘Kidnapped’ is the tale of a young lad, David Balfour, who 
was abducted by his uncle and put on a boat bound for the 
Carolinas. 

On the way there he is shipwrecked on the island of Mull and 
is involved in many adventures on his way back to Edinburgh. 

Although ‘Kidnapped’ is fi ction, it is based on the real-life 
murder of The Red Fox (Colin Campbell) in 1752 and Allan 
Breck Stewart, David’s travelling companion.  

The Stevenson Way starts on the island of Erraid off the west 
coast of Mull, goes through Morvern to Kingairloch and then 
across Loch Linnhe to Ballachulish near the site of the murder 
of Colin Campbell. 

On his way through Morvern, David Balfour meets up with a 
catechist called Mr Henderland from the Edinburgh Society for 
Propagating Christian Knowledge, who invites him to stay the 
night with him at his manse in Kingairloch. 

From the authentic description and historical background, it 
is evident Stevenson physically followed Balfour’s route and 
stayed where he did, including the Kingairloch manse.

By some miracle Henderland’s manse is still roofed and 
standing but perhaps not for much longer. A planning 
application has been lodged with Highland Council to demolish 
it to make way for a modern cottage. 

If this is granted a signifi cant slice of Scotland’s cultural 
heritage will be lost. 

Anyone interested in Robert Louis Stevenson and 
‘Kidnapped’ should make their views known as soon as possible 
to The Highland Council Planning Department, Glenurquhart 
Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. Telephone 01349 886608 quoting 
14/03149/FUL: demolition of existing building and erection 
of replacement dwelling house, Old School, Kingairloch, 
Ardgour, Fort William, PH33 7AE.

The manse and the Appin hills beyond where the ‘Red Fox’ 
was murdered 

Fight on to save cultural heritage

Doctor Emma’s historic graduation 
MEDICAL history was made in Morvern this year with the 
graduation of Dr Emma Grace from the University of Glasgow.

Emma is descended from an old Morvern family, the 
Camerons of Kiel, Kinlochteacuis and Lurig in the Black Glen. 

Not since Dr John Maclachlan of Rahoy, the famous physician 
and Gaelic bard, graduated from Glasgow 184 years ago, has 
Morvern produced a medical doctor. Congratulations Emma.

Helping young sheep on Tiree

SEVERAL weeks ago I wrote about putting tar on the backs of 
cattle and a disease in sheep called ‘Sharg’. 

A correspondent from Tiree tells me the correct spelling 
of the word is ‘Searg’ and that it is known on Tiree as ‘Pine’. 
Seemingly it affects young sheep which have been too long on 
machair or limestone. The successful remedy was to change 
their grazing for a few months to a pasture with heavy black 
soil. Sixty years ago and more some farmers on Tiree used to 
exchange a dozen or so hoggs which had ‘searg’ with someone 
with machair on their holding and they would be cured within 
a month or two.

My correspondent was not aware of Tiree crofters rubbing tar 
on the backs of cattle for waterproofi ng but up until 20 years 
ago Archangel Tar was put on wounds and udder teat hacks on 
cows and on cuts on sheep, especially when they were cut dur-
ing clipping. Some crofters would also rub tar on cows’ teats 
to discourage older calves from sucking them.  One reason for 
applying the tar to cows in the summer was mostly to discour-
age the fl ies and clegs from irritating the animals as they were 
put off by the smell of the tar.  The tar used was not like the 
tar one would apply to a roof or to the road.  It was more like 
sticky treacle and brownish black in colour. It was known by 
two Gaelic names: Tearr bhuidhe, although it was not yellow, 
and Tearr dhearg, although it was not red.

Community trust � nancial � gures
MORVERN Community Trust was set up a few years ago to 
handle a large sum of money from an agreement drawn up 
between the owners of Glensanda Quarry and The Highland 
Council. 

A fi nancial statement for 2011-2013, which is circulating 
around the parish, shows that more than £19,000 has been paid 
out to various groups so far.  Concern has been voiced in the 
past about the way the trust was set up. The community council 
is barred from having a voice on it; members are non-elected 
and meetings are held in private. Some grants, it is felt, have 
been awarded by the trust which should rightly have been the 
responsibility of the Highland Council.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

BALLACHULISH Shinty Club’s annual dinner dance will be 
held at Glencoe House Hotel this year on Saturday September 27.

The black tie event starts at 7pm, with music from local band 
Belle and Heckie.

Tickets available from Shirley Grant of the shinty club. 

A HISTORY centre in Portree has been awarded a grant to hold 
events commemorating the First World War. 

Research for the programme has already begun at the Skye 
and Lochalsh Archive Centre and thanks to money from a 
discretionary fund from the Eilean a’ Cheo (Isle of Skye) ward 
of Highland Council, staff will create an exhibition and archives 
relating to the area during the war. 

A day of talks will also be held in the centre, exploring different 
aspects of the confl ict and how it impacted Skye and Lochalsh. 

Researchers are keen to hear from anyone who has photographs, 
diaries, letters or other artefacts from anyone in the area who was 
involved in the war. For more information contact the centre on 
01478614078. 

A COMMUNITY orientated Scottish independence discussion 
will be held in Kilchoan on Monday September 8. 

The event in the village community centre will take the form 
of small group talks, based around key issues of the referendum. 

Starting from 7pm, Highlands and Islands MSPs John Finnie 
and Scanlon will be on hand to answer any questions. 

HARVESTING for the whisky industry has begun on Islay, with 
12 farms growing malting barley for Bruichladdich distillery.

A good harvest is predicted with ‘unusually normal’ weather 
for once - no extreme weather events, with a gentle spring and 
plenty of sunshine.

June and July have been hailed as excellent months and although 
August has been somewhat wet it is not too drastic.

Rockside, Coull, Sunderland, Octomore, Island, Eorrabus, 
Mulindry, Dunlosssit, Cruach, Islay Estate at Gartbreck and 
Craigens are all growing malting barley for Bruichaladdich , 
which recognises it is a risky business for famers.

The distillery’s website pays tribute to them: ‘We really 
appreciate it.  Some of the guys have been with us from the very 
beginning of this magnifi cent experiment in terroir; others are 
coming aboard for the fi rst time.  

‘We can only hope their willingness to challenge convention on 
an island that has a proud tradition of livestock farming going 
back centuries will see them reap real benefi ts through their 
diversifi cation into arable.

‘None of these guys have fancy modern combines, they are 
having to mend and make do and somehow keep some very 
elderly machinery going.  It is never easy - we salute you.’

ISLAY Estates has reported a slight increase in the size of its deer 
herd.

At a recent deer management group meeting on the island, it 
was revealed there is a population of 2,032 deer, up 19 head on 
last year.

There are 716 stags, 956 hinds, 351 calves managed by two 
keepers, Scott Brown and Alan MacDonald.

The deer are managed by selective culling and the deer are 
counted annually. In 2013, the average weight of stags was 
15st1llb and hinds averaged 96 llbs.

Deer have an impact on the environment, affecting trees, soils 
structures, peat bogs and vegetation and this habitat is monitored 
too.

A ‘GREEN’ property in Lochawe’s St Conan’s Road will be 
welcoming residents through its doors in a bid to promote energy 
effi ciency in the home.

On October 3 and 4, 41 homes and 14 businesses across Scotland 
will open their doors to the public to demonstrate how renewables 
systems save them money – as well as reduce their carbon footprint.  

The Green Network open days will give the public a chance to take 
a close look at how the various systems and home improvements 
work in different types of properties. 

TIREE’S full-time ranger Stephen Nagy has asked parents to be 
wary of allowing their children to dig ‘caves’ into sand dunes on 
the island’s beaches.

Apart from damaging the fragile dunes, disturbing wildlife, 
including nesting sandmartins and encouraging erosion, there is 
signifi cant danger of the dune collapsing on the digger.

Last month Stephen was called to Balevullin to investigate 
damage to the dunes.

‘They probably did not realise the damage they were doing, 
but in the process of digging these caves they disturbed nesting 
sand martins and added considerable damage to the already badly 
eroded dune front,’ he said.

‘The only way to make these safe was to collapse the dune top.
‘There is also the matter of the children’s own safety and the 

parents should have known better. 
‘If the dunes had collapsed on them whilst digging we could 

have had a serious incident to contend with.’
Stephen was appointed full time ranger for Tiree last August 

for three years. 
His job is to safeguard the promote the islands’ environment, 

including speaking to camper van, motor home and caravan 
owners to ensure they are aware of the sensitive nature of the 
machair on the island.

THE WINNERS of this year’s horticultural 
show, organised by Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council, were:

Gardens: best cottage garden - Rosie 
Mitchell; best large garden - Ruth Ritchie; 
best vegetable garden - Chrissie Sugden; 
best overall garden - Ruth Ritchie. Vege-

table section; best overall vegetable entry 
- Ruth Ritchie; most points in vegetable 
class - Ruth Ritchie. Flower section: most 
points in fl ower classes - Nan MacIntyre; 
three individual roses - Andy MacCallum; 
six sweet peas - Gela Rose. Baking: most 
points in baking class - Agnes Fleming; 

best baking exhibit - Gill Stolton. Eggs: 
best exhibit of eggs - Rosie Mitchell; 2 
Gela Rose. Art: best art - Leanne Jurek; 2 
Norma Farnell; 3 Vera Fowler. Children’s 
classes: Baking, four chocolate crispies - 
Rebecca Auty; 2 Eleanor Auty. Four iced 
cup cakes - Rebecca Auty; 2 Eleanor Auty.

PLOCKTON and District Horticultural and 
Arts and Crafts Society held its annual show in 
Plockton Hall on August 24.

Entries were, unfortunately, slightly down on 
previous years but Geoff Webster, who has kept 
the show going for more than 50 years, was on 
hand to present the prizes.  Results: Dall Trophy, 
winner of vegetable classes - Grant MacIntosh, 
Inverinate; Conchra Cup, best individual entry; 
Jubilee Cup,  greatest number of fi rst prizes 
in vegetables; Grant MacIntosh, Inverinate; 
Duirinish Vase, cut fl owers  - June Matheson; 
Lochalsh Cup for Roses - June Matheson; 

Greenyards Rose Bowl, best exhibit in fl owers 
and  roses - Meryl Kennedy; Cload Trophy, 
for decorative fl owers - Jill Charnley; Catriona 
MacDonald Commemorative Quaich - Isabella 
Dobson; Harrington Quaich for pot plants - 
June Matheson; Handicrafts Trophy, winner of 
crafts classes - Jane MacRae, Dornie; Attadale 
Cuach, for best quality craft article - Lizzie 
Bird, Stromeferry; Gillies Prize - Chrissie 
MacKenzie; Ormerod Trophy, children’s art and 
craft - Lola McLaughlin, Stromeferry; Peacock 
Cup, children’s fl owers - Lola McLaughlin, 
Stromeferry.

Tiree

Portree

Kilchoan

Ballachulish

Avich and Kilchrenan Horticultural Show
BLOOMING GREAT: Avich and Kilchrenan horticultural show winners celebrate their success with John Fleming who organised the 
show and the Reverend R Brookes who presented the prizes

Jane Macrae, winner of the 
handicrafts trophy

Lizzie Bird, winner of the 
Attadale cuach

Meryl Kennedy, winner 
Greenyards rose bowl

Lola McLaughlin, winner of 
the Ormerod trophy

Jill Charnley, winner of the 
Cload trophy

ISLAY letter 

Winners celebrate Plockton success

Lochawe

PLANNING permission has been granted for 
the fi rst above ground petrol tank in Argyll after 
a bitter local dispute.

Seafari was given permission for the tank in 
Ellenabeich. The tank, built to strict European 

regulations, will mean a reduction in the 
collecting and delivering of fuel for vessels.

There had been a number of objections to the 
plans, but these were dismissed by the planning 
authority at a meeting last week. 

Ellenabeich

FRIENDLY rivalry and good natured banter 
were much in evidence at the annual bowling 
competition for the John Stewart Memorial 
Trophy held in far from ideal weather conditions 
at Port Ellen bowling club.

The trophy was presented to the club six years 
ago by Professor Sir William Stewart, a former 
chief scientifi c advisor to the government and a 
native of Port Ellen. It commemorates his son 
John whose sudden death at a young age devas-
tated his family and friends.

The latest competition was notable for the high 
standard of play which saw John MacNeill sen-
ior and Ralph Middleton, club president, emerge 
as the victors. Worthy runner ups in a tightly 
played fi nal were Sarah MacIndeor and Alistair 
Woodman. Sir William, accompanied by his 
wife Lady Elizabeth, handed over the trophy and 
the ensuing hospitality and ‘post mortems’ took 
place in the clubhouse.

PUPILS and staff at Port Ellen primary school 
have bade farewell to cleaning supervisor Rhona 
Shaw who has retired after 33 years’ dedicated 
service.

During her time at the village school Rhona 
and her teams have received gold awards mark-
ing the high standards of cleanliness maintained. 
Rhona ran a tight ship and took pride in ensuring 
everything was spic and span. She will be great-
ly missed by the scholars and teachers who wish 
her a long and happy retirement.

MACBRAYNE’S Circle and vintage bus 
enthusiast Alasdair Aitken gave an illustrated 
talk on transport methods of yesteryear before 

A YOUNG Japanese couple who tied the knot at 
a civil ceremony in Tokyo in September last year 
had their marriage blessed at a special ceremony 
in Bowmore’s Round Church.   

Canami and Shogo Izumi received the bless-
ing at a special ceremony attended by family 
members and friends. The devotions were led by 
the Rev Valerie Watson, minister of the island’s 
north parishes.

Canami is the only daughter of Tokyo phar-
macist Takeshi Mogi and his wife Masami. Her 
dad is a remarkable man as he is a fl uent Gaelic 
speaker, a piper of no mean ability and has a high 
regard for Scottish culture and Islay whisky. He 
is a regular visitor to these parts and Canami is 
no stranger to the island either as she worked 
for a short time at the Japanese-owned Bow-
more Distillery. Her husband Shogo, a former 
swimming instructor now working in the world 
of information technology, is also absorbing 
the Highland culture and is learning to play the 
bagpipes. Before returning to Japan the family 
enjoyed a visit to Stirling Castle and attended the 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. Omedetou Canami 
and Shogo agus meal ur naidheachd.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, Islay, 
PA43 7JX. Telephone: 01496 810658.

Bowling competition

Supervisor retires

Transport talk

an attentive audience at Port Mòr on August 27.  
The illustrations highlighted visits to various 
islands by circle members as well as photographs 
of early steamer and ferry services to Islay. The 
slides also included a selection featuring some 
of the earliest cars, lorries and buses that once 
traversed the then almost traffi c free island 
roads. The event was promoted by members of 
the local motor club  whose own collection of 
vintage vehicles is praiseworthy. 

Those in attendance found the talk interesting 
and informative.

Wedding blessing
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bonhams.com/glasgow

Francis campbell 
boileau cadell, rsa rsW 
(British, 1883-1937)
IONA (-the Island of Lunga)
Sold for £84,100

appointments 
and enquiries
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Valuations
An invitation to consign

Our specialists will be travelling in 
your area the weeks commencing 
15 and 22 September offering free 
valuations with a view to selling in 
our forthcoming auctions.

Prices shown include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com

FISHING TACKLE SALE
MASSIVE display with largest variety ever 

Including:  THE SENSATIONAL Sea Trout Minnow.
INCREDIBLE DISCOUNT’S AND DEAL’S 

THROUGHOUT OUR NEAR END OF SEASON  SALE
This one just can’t be missed,

look forward meeting you all again.
MULL (Craignure hall) 

sept 5,6,7th, fri ; 9 - 8, sat; 9 - 7, sun; 9 - 3,30.
OBAN  (Benderloch VICTORY HALL)

SEPT 19/20/21st,  Fri; 10 - 7,  sat ; 10- 7, sun; 10 - 4.
For more specials information go to Pro Angler 

on FB and                for future specials noti� cation.on FB and                for future specials noti� cation.

ARGYLL and Bute is to mark the centenary of the First 
World War with a commemoration service and parade in 
Oban on Saturday September 20. 

Military veterans will join serving members of the 
armed forces, cadets and representatives from community 
organisations. 

They will follow the Queen’s Standard, Royal British 
Legion Scotland and other regimental colours in a parade 
of remembrance from Oban’s North Pier to the Corran 

Halls, where there will be a commemorative service. The 
parade will set out from the town’s North Pier at 1.30pm, 
proceeding to the Corran Halls where the service is due 
to start at 2pm. Everyone from across Argyll and Bute is 
welcome to attend and remember those, including many 
young people from the area, who made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce 100 ago.

See next week’s Oban Times for our special supplement 
on World War One. 

ARGYLL AND BUTE REMEMBERS

Commemorati ng the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War

Saturday 20th September 2014
Parade of Remembrance

North Pier, Oban—1.30pm

Commemorati on Service, 
at Corran Halls, Oban—2.00pm

Join military veterans, serving members 
of the armed forces, community groups 

and others from all over Argyll and 
Bute to mark the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War

All welcome

Organised by the Argyll and Bute World War 1 
Commemorati ons Steering Group, which includes 

representati ves from the Lord Lieutenancy of Argyll and 
Bute, Royal Briti sh Legion Scotland,  local community 
groups and businesses, and Argyll and Bute Council

AN OBAN student support assistant at 
Argyll College UHI has been honoured 
in the University of the Highlands and 
Islands’ Student Association Awards. 

Jenny Macdonald won the best 
support staff category in the student-
led scheme, after being nominated by 
Alan Macdonald, a visually-impaired 
student she provides support to.

She was commended at the awards 
ceremony on August 20 for going the 
extra mile to assist students, often 
using her own time to help. 

Alan said: ‘Jenny has been my 
support for the last two years, covering 
my NC and HNC in sound production. 
Due to my lack of vision and allergy 
to dogs, I need guided by a person 

and I instantly felt comfortable in her 
company. 

‘She has a sixth sense for caring and 
just knows what to say at the right 
times. 

‘She is simply the most unselfi sh 
person I have ever had to help me since 
I lost my vision. 

‘Her ability to go the extra step 
and turn diffi cult days into fun while 
doing it all with a laugh and warmth is 
nothing short of incredible.’

Jenny said: ‘I have always held an 
ambition to attend university to gain 
a degree, so to be given an award at 
university level, particularly when 
selected by the student board, is a huge 
honour. Thank you.’

CRAFT company Calgary Crafts 
has been selected to showcase its 
products in the Business Gateway 
sponsored craft tent at the Best of 
the West Festival in Inveraray next 
weekend.

For one day over the festival 
weekend, Saturday September 13 and 
Sunday September 14, the Lismore 
crafter will be selling work.

Catherine Bloy, owner of Calgary 
Crafts, says she is ‘ecstatic’ to have 
been selected for the opportunity to 
show off her quirky Scottish home 
wares and accessories. 

Catherine said: ‘I moved to the 
west coast of Scotland recently and 
have found the community extremely 
welcoming so I’m delighted to be 
contributing to the local economy.’

To win a place in the craft tent, 
companies were asked to pitch in 250 
words why their products represent 
the best of the west. The local 
Business Gateway team then short 
listed eight, based on the quality and 
appeal of their products, the strength 
of their sales pitch and their fi t with 
the craft tent and the festival overall. 

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s policy lead 
for sustainable economic growth then 
had the unenviable job of selecting 
the winners.

Argyll and Bute marks First World War 
centenary with service and parade

Gateway winner is 
best of the west

CREATIVE: Catherine Bloy from 
Lismore will be showing o�  her 
creations at the Best of the west 

Festival 

THE BEST: Jenny Macdonald who was nominated by Alan Macdonald for the 
Student Association Award

Caring Jenny rewarded 
for going the extra mile

THE DECISION to allow cyclists to 
ride their bikes on Fort William High 
Street has been branded ‘an accident 
waiting to happen’ by shoppers. 

A traffi c order came into force 
on Monday September 1, allowing 
cyclists to use the street, which has 
been pedestrianised since 1995, but 
some locals say it will be dangerous 
for children and the elderly, 
particularly during the busy summer 
months. 

One Fort William resident, Betty 
Liddell, said: ‘I think it’s ridiculous. 
There’s lots of kids about and they 
could easily be knocked down by 
the bikes. I wouldn’t have it at all 
if it was up to me. It’s an accident 
waiting to happen, especially in the 
summer when the kids are off school 
and there’s a lot of tourists about. 

THE TALENT of young musicians in Lochaber was 
celebrated last week at an awards ceremony in Fort 
William. 

Lochaber Schools Pipe Band made their fi nal parade 
in Cameron Square as their new term starts and 
celebrated the success of both old and new members. 

Lochaber high school deputy head teacher Donald 
MacLean presented piper Megan Fraser with a 
certifi cate and photo book as she leaves the band to 
study at West Highland College UHI. 

Megan Campbell, a third-year pupil at Lochaber, 

won the best newcomer award and the June Standen 
memorial shield for the best turned out musician went 
to fourth-year Calum Fraser. 

Margaret MacMaster, leader of Lochaber Schools 
Pipe Band, said: ‘2014 has been an extremely busy year 
for us. A few highlights were performing at Disneyland 
Paris to an audience of thousands, joint performances 
with two foreign pipe bands and performing in the 
newly-refurbished Cameron Square. It’s not quite time 
to take a break though. We still have another seven 
events before the school holidays in October.’

RADIOACTIVE gas above usual 
levels has been discovered in two 
Lochaber schools. 

Radon was found in Ardnamurchan 
high school and Spean Bridge 
primary school at levels higher than 
government-set protection standards 
during monitoring works but the 
public health authority has asked that 
normal service continues. 

Information sent out by Highland 
Council said exposure to high levels 
of radon can increase the chance of 
developing lung cancer but the risk to 
pupils is ‘very low’. 

During tests at Ardnamurchan, 
one result showed a rate higher than 
the safe level of 400 becquerels per 
cubic metre of indoor air (Bq/m3) 
and two were higher at Spean Bridge. 
The average level in UK homes is 
20 (Bq/m3). A Highland Council 
spokeswoman said: ‘Public Health 
England (PHE) and the Health and 

THREE friends are to tackle one 
of the most remote cycle routes 
in Britain to raise money for a 
Lochaber nursing home. 

Charlie Anderson, Alan 
MacLeod and Garry Somerville 
set off from Fort William on 
Saturday on a 60-mile round trip 
to Fersit, fundraising for Mosspark 
in Caol. To support the challenge, 
pick up a sponsorship form from 
Mosspark or one of the riders.

A NEW £874,000 community-owned 
bunkhouse on the Isle of Rum will 
be ready for guests by the end of the 
month. 

Isle of Rum Community Trust 
(IRCT) has developed the 20-bed 
hostel to attract more visitors to the 
island and generate income for the 
community. The bunkhouse will be 
owned and managed by the trust and 
will create two new jobs while also 
increasing turnover for the population 
of 35 by almost £100,000 in three 
years. 

Fliss Fraser of IRCT said: ‘It will be 
great to have this much-needed, high 
quality accommodation.’ 

It’s going to be murder.’ Pensioner 
Archie Wood visits the high street 
most days and said he wouldn’t feel 
safe if a lot of cyclists were around. 
He added: ‘It will be very dangerous. 
I’m a lot slower than I used to be and I 
wouldn’t want to be about with bikes 
zooming past at great speed.’ 

But sisters Amy and Lauren Fulton 
support the decision, saying the high 
street should be open to all members 
of the public. 

Lauren said: ‘As a cyclist I think we 
should be allowed. We’re not doing 
anyone any harm and it’s a public 
area. Most cyclists don’t even know 
they’re not allowed until someone 
shouts at you to get off because the 
signs are so small.’

Amy agreed, adding: ‘Every day 
you see vans driving up the high street SUCCESSFUL YEAR: Donald MacLean, deputy head teacher at Lochaber high school, presents awards to 

members of Lochaber Schools Pipe Band as band leader Margaret MacMaster, right, looks on

High street bike 
danger concern

to deliver things when they’re not 
supposed to. It’s a lot worse having 
cars and big vans in everyone’s way 
so I’m glad they’ve changed their 
minds about cyclists.’

Many local  business owners were 
opposed to pedestrianising the street 
and have called for one-way traffi c to 
be allowed back into the high street 
with no success but a  recent change 
in government legislation meant 
Highland Council has the authority to 
allow cyclists through. 

A council spokeswoman said the 
decision was made ‘as part of an 
ongoing plan to revitalise the town 
centre’. 

Members of Fort William 
Community Council were consulted 
prior to the traffi c order but chairman 
Neil Clark said there should be 

stricter rules in place. He said: ‘The 
community council discussed the 
proposal and we weren’t necessarily 
opposed to it but we felt there should 
be regulations such as cyclists only 
being allowed on one side. It sounds 
like it’s just going to be a free for all 
now and I just don’t see how it’s going 
to work.’ 

Andrew Baxter, Highland 
councillor for Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan, said: ‘We’re 
supposed to be the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK. How can we justify that if 
we won’t even welcome cyclists along 
our high street? I support the decision. 
I also sympathise with people saying 
it could be dangerous but plenty of 
other towns across Europe seem to be 
coping with it so I don’t see why we 
should be any different.’ 

Band youngsters hit all the right notes

PEDAL PUSHERS: front from left, Charlie Anderson, Alan MacLeod and 
Garry Somerville prepare for their 60-mile cycling fundraiser ATTRACTION: the new Rum bunkhouse

Friends on their 
bikes for Lochaber 
nursing home 

Safety Executive (HSE) have been 
notifi ed.  PHE have advised that 
while the short term monitors may 
be an indication that there is radon 
present in the facilities, given the 
natural variances in radon, longer 
term (three month) monitoring will 
now need to be under taken. PHE is 
comfortable to await the results of 
the three-month monitoring period 
before deciding whether additional 
works or alternative measures are 
required. PHE has also advised that 
it will be helpful if the premises 
continue in normal use pending the 
monitoring results.’

In the meantime, actions including 
checking air extract systems and 
sealing fl oor cracks and pipes will be 
carried out in the buildings. 

Radioactive gas found 
in schools poses ‘very 
low’ risk to pupils

Construction costs were supported 
by £219,436 from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) while 
IRCT invested almost £30,000. The 
trust will also receive £58,412 over 
two years from the Big Lottery for 
running costs.

Allan Henderson, Highland 
councillor and chairman of IRCT 
said: With the loss of the [Kinloch] 
castle accommodation this is 
invaluable for Rum. It’s a quality 
investment bringing permanent 
employment to the isle. I have been 
particularly impressed by the design 
and workmanship and look forward 
to a steady fl ow of visitors.’

Doors set to open on new Rum bunkhouse
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Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?
Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144
or 07918601567  

www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk
PO BOX 9576, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

Proud to 
support Oban Communities Trust in the project to save Rockfield 

School.

OWNED AND RUN BY THE COMMUNITY
WELCOMING MORE THAN
70,000 PEOPLE PER YEAR

SOROBA YOUNG 
FAMILY GROUP 

Offers weekly Respite Creche, Parent & Toddlers and 
Reception Group for families with children aged birth to 

3 years.  We have space for children aged 3-4 years in the 
nursery. Wrap around care for 3-5 year olds.

Tel: 01631 565263
E: enquiries@sorobayoungfamilygroup.com

Proud to support Oban Communities Trust

Rockfi eld is our past and could be our future

Oban Communities Trust proposes to 
develop a project based at the former 
Rockfi eld primary school which will 
provide social benefi ts through the 
promotion of the area’s local culture.

We would like to see a hub of crea-
tivity, small workshops, performance 
spaces, music, dance, storytelling, 
poetry,  celebration of our gaelic 
culture, the visual arts, a museum  
and  a heritage centre. Imagine a 
vibrant focal point for festivals and 
special events throughout the year.  
A community hub supporting com-
munity and family life with access 
to a wide range of facilities and cre-
ative activities in a centrally located, 
vibrant, stimulating state of the art 
environment. Imagine a retail outlet 
where local craftsmen and women 
can rent space at reasonable cost 

and produce high quality products 
and crafts. We wish to encourage 
regeneration in Oban by raising the 
profi le of the regions heritage, arts 
and culture and provide facilities  and 
premises for research, specialist 
learning  and public access including 
full disabled facilities. We believe that 
this will create employment oppor-
tunities, will support Oban’s tourist 
industry by enhancing Oban’s visitor 
experience  and of course increasing 
their spending opportunities.
OCT is a not for profi t company, 
limited by guarantee, registered in 
Scotland no. 483489. We are in the 
process of applying for charitable 
status.
We are seeking nominations for 
fellow Directors. We are looking 
for people who share our vision. 

Please send in a brief CV with your 
details  and reasons why you could 
be of benefi t to the project. Please 
send them to Linndhu House, 19 
Stevenson Street, Oban PA34 5NA.  
We are also looking for members.  
Please cut out and complete the ap-
plication form on this page and follow 
the instructions thereon. 

The Council will make their decision 
on 10th September 2014. 

Follow us on the Facebook page, 
under Oban Communities Trust.

We really do believe that the former 
Rockfi eld school building and site is a 
valuable asset for the community and 
the regeneration of this town.

Have vision, believe and support us.

Stevenson Kennedy Ltd are proud 
to support OCT,  a social enterprise 

which will empower people 
through creative journeys such 
as music, arts, crafts, language, 

heritage and social history. 
This Company has the potential 

to improve health and well being 
for local people and enhance the 

local tourist industry.

Linndhu House, 
19 Stevenson Street, 

Oban, PA34 5NA
Tel:  01631 562317

Oban Communities Trust
Registered Offi ce
Linndhu House,
19, Stevenson Street,
OBAN, ARGYLL
PA34 5NA

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Please complete in capital letters and then sign the form and return it to 
the Registered offi ce at Linndhu House, 19 Stevenson Street, Oban. Argyll 
PA34 5NA.

I the undersigned hereby apply for membership of Oban Communities 
Trust (“ the Company”.) I have attained the age of 18 and have my ordinary 
residence in Oban or its environs at the address given above my signature.
I hereby undertake , in terms of Clause 9 of the Company’s Memorandum, 
to contribute £1 (One Pound) to the Company’s assets, if it is wound up.

Name (in block capitals) ...............................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………..

Telephone number .......................................................................................

email address ..............................................................................................

date ..............................................................................................................

Signature………………………………………………………………

A company limited by guarantee. Registered in Scotland no 483489.

1873
School opens with 
more than 500 
pupils

1890s
Outstanding school 
report numbers on 
the rise

1920
Nan Clark 
at school

1940s
Former pupils go 
off to war

1970s
Railway station 
demolished

1980s
Cattle mart 
pulled down

2005
Decision to
close school

2009
School put 
on at risk 
register

2007
School 
closed

1960s
The Rockshield 
campaigner Fiona 
Campbell-Smith at school

2014
Oban Communities 
Trust formed
and Ribbon Riot 
started

1930s
School feeds 500 
pupils during 
depression

1950s
Stalwarts of the town 
attend school includ-
ing John MacGregor 
& Graham MacQueen

RIBBON RIOT: Tie a ribbon on the school gate to show your support

ROCKFIELD: Majestic and proud history

Rockfi eld is our
past and could be our  FUTURE

Rockfi eld School timeline

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Fort William RC’s Gaelic unit primary ones, 
who will next year move to an all-Gaelic school

Arinagour’s new primary one pupil 
this session, Neil MacKay

Arinagour’s new primary one pupil 
this session, Neil MacKay

Mallaig primary school’s mainstream primary one class

The new primary one pupils at Dalmally primary school, with teacher 
Caroline Fothergill and assistant Julie Campbell

The new primary one pupils at St Columba’s primary school, Oban, who are taught by Miss Kelly 
Chisholm

Taynuilt primary school welcomed 18 new pupils into their primary one class this year. They 
are pictured with teacher Ailidh Campbell

Ardgour primary school’s two new pupilsCarbost primary school, Skye, 
welcomed Orla and Robaidh

Kilchoan primary school’s newest pupils

Glencoe’s four new primary ones



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
telephone number is also required for verifi cation. 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 
print. If you fi nd an error of fact on our pages please write to The 
Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 
corrections or clarifi cations.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

10 LETTERS Thursday 4 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Across

1 Detailed account of a trip (7)

5 Attack (5)

8 Lessening of intensity (9)

9 Affirmative vote (3)

10 Shortened affirmation for the other person 
(5)

12 Building worker's head gear (4,3)

13 Approved (13)

15 To seize a title without authority (7)

17 Culinary herb (5)

19 Finish (3)

20 A doctrine advocating the abolition of 
government (9)

22 Excessive (5)

23 Because of that (7)

Down

1 Wagon (5)

2 Exercise room (3)

3 Bawdy (7)

4 A wandering medieval soldier (7-6)

5 Possessor (5)

6 Careless (9)

7 Seen to (7)

11 Unrestrained (9)

13 Wrapped coins (7)

14 Words on a monitor for a presenter (7)

16 Tranquility (5)

18 Ant (5)

21 Anger (3)

SPONSORS

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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SOCIAL MEDIA

THA RIAGHALTAS na h-alba a’ sireadh bheachdan a’ mhòr-shl-
uaigh air cumadh Bile air Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig, 
agus ma tha sibh airson an cothrom a ghabhail air beachd a thoirt 
dhaibh, feumaidh sin a bhith a-staigh seachdain bhon dè.  

Tha e math gum bheil aire ga thoirt dha suidheachadh na 
Gàidhlig aig a h-uile ìre ach aig amannan bidh cuid a’ coimhead 
gu h-amharasach air chùl nan ceistean. Saoilidh mi gur fhiach 
fàilte a chur air an amas seo a dh’ionnsaigh Bile agus gur 
còir cothrom a ghabhail freagairtean làidir taiceil a chur chun 
Riaghaltas ach am bi iad air am brosnachadh gluasad air adhart 
gus an reachd cudromach seo a stèidheachadh san lagh.

Anns an deasbad air a’ Bhile a lean gu Achd na Gàidhlig 
2005 bha argamaidean làidir gan dèanamh airson còraichean 
nàiseanta a stèidheachadh a thaobh sheirbheisean sa Ghàidhlig. 
Mar fhreagairt, chualas mòran bho Bhuill Pàrlamaid agus seirb-
heisich-chatharra mun chunnart a bhiodh ann an reachdas nach 
gabhadh coileanadh, neo ‘droch lagh’ mar a bh’ aig cuid aca air.  
Ged nach robh san Achd ann an 2005 ach a’ chiad cheum air 
an t-slighe, ’s e bunait chudromach da-rìribh a bh’ innte, agus 
tha a’ ghluasad seo a dh’ionnsaigh reachdas co-cheangailte ri 
foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig deatamach. Am measg nan 
amasan air am bheilear a’ sireadh bheachd, tha ceist mu uallach 
a chur air ùghdarrasan gus brosnachadh follaiseach a dhèanamh 
air foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig, agus ionnsachadh a’ 
chànain. Thathas a’ moladh gum bu chòir dhan lagh uallach a 
chur air Riaghaltas na h-Alba stiùireadh mionaideach a thoirt air 
mar a bu chòir foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig a lìbhrigeadh 
ann an sgoil, agus mar bu chòir a làimhseachadh le ùghdarrasan 
ionadail. Thathas a’ cuimseachadh air cothroman foghlaim tro 
mheadhan na Gàidhlig, le àrdachadh inbhe agus slighe coileanta 
rèidh bho thràth-bhliadhnaichean na bun-sgoile a-steach gu 
àrd-sgoil. Bu mhath leis an Riaghaltas ‘gum biodh lagh sam 
bith a rachadh a thoirt air adhart soilleir is furasta a thuigsinn, 
stèidhichte air modhan-obrach anns a bheil earbsa aig gach 
buidheann a tha an sàs anns a’ chùis.’  Saoilidh mi nach eil duine 
nach cuireadh taic ri leithid sin de dh’ fheallsanachd! Ach ged 
a chuireadh reachdas ùr dleastanas sònraichte air Comhairlean 
freagairt susbainteach a thoirt dha pàrantan a bhios a’ sireadh 
foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig, mura bheil luchd-teagaisg 
ann, gun ghuth air ionmhas, dh’fhaodadh gun lean nan seann 
leisgeulan gus an t-seirbheis a dhiùltadh!

SCOTTISH government consultation towards a Gaelic medium 
education (GME) bill closes next Wednesday. http://www.scot-
land.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00454897.pdf. GME has developed 
successfully over the past 30 years and it is appropriate that its 
evolution should be supported by legislation.

The Gaelic Language (Scotland) 2005 act was a critical step 
towards securing the position of an invaluable part of Scotland’s 
national heritage and it makes sense to develop that process. 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

This week’s � ashback photograph was submitted by Malcolm Black of Old Shore Road, Connel, and features Duncan MacKinnon 
and assistant unloading a coal pu� er at the Old Pier, Tobermory, in the 1950s. The caption for last week’s  � ashback photograph 

should have read ‘Tiree schools athletics team returning from the Argyll County Sports held at Dunoon Stadium in 1953’, not 1963 as 
published. Prints or emails of � ashback photos should be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone 

who wishes a print returned must supply a stamped, addressed envelope.

Coal puffer at Tobermory -1950s

THE REVENUE budget for NHS Highland is £727million, 
not £615million as reported in the August 23 edition of The 
Oban Times. 

The higher fi gure includes the payment for adult care, but was 
not included in budget predictions for 2014/15 until confi rmed.

NHS Highland revenue budget

Sir,
Oban residents can’t have it both 
ways over parking, The Oban 
Times August 28.  

Without wardens, the town’s 
streets were becoming increas-
ingly clogged with cars parked 
on yellow lines. Traffi c was 
slowed and pedestrian safety 
compromised.  The town was 
becoming less attractive for 
tourists - the life-blood of the 
town - and diffi cult for residents.  

With the re-introduction of 
wardens, we have a town that is 
less cluttered with static vehicles 
which leaves more space for 
pedestrians to move around. 

Many residents never walk to 
the shops, despite the compact 
nature of the town.  

Most jump in their cars 
regardless of whether they need 
a newspaper or a weekly shop. 
Were these residents to walk, 
they wouldn’t need a parking 
space and would get exercise 
that would keep them fi t - a 
double bonus.

So keep the wardens - ensuring 
they enforce only the enforcea-
ble - and extend the double 
yellow lines to avoid problems 
such as that on Rockfi eld Road.

Anything less will bring chaos 
and a town that is unattractive 
for everyone.

Ian Reid, Oban.

Parking wardens 
good for Oban

Sir,
Communities on Mull and Iona 
have not been consulted on the 
proposal to upgrade roads on the 
islands to two lanes.

The plans are being driven 
by members of the community 
council on their own initiative. 

It is well known that the two 
lane A82, A83 and A85 are 
some of the most dangerous 
roads in Britain and there has 
to be a lot of analysis carried 

No consultation on 
Mull road plans

Sir,
I must correct inaccuracies in 
last week’s letter from Alastair 
MacGregor, Argyll Community 
Housing Association  chief 
executive.

When the youth and 
community centre had to close 
in 2009 because its building was 
unsafe, efforts were made to 
identify an alternative location. 

After receiving preliminary 
reports, the preferred option 
was Rockfi eld and I wrote 
to Hugh Blake at the estates 
department on March 10 2009 
to intimate interest on behalf of 
the community and to tell him 
we would need time to complete 
further research. 

By the time I eventually 
received an acknowledgement/
response from Mr Blake on 
April 29 2009, the ‘development 
opportunity’ sign had been 
erected on the site, even 
although I was told Argyll and 
Bute council had not obtained 
a valuation of the property and 
had not fi xed the asking price. 
The council refused to give the 
community any opportunity 
to put its package together and 
refused to give any support 
or assistance, non-fi nancial, 
in assessing feasibility or in 
producing a business plan. 

It is not true the property was 
taken off the market. The council 
refused to delay marketing 

Community group 
not given a chance

Sir,
Colonsay Community Council 
would like to express its support 
for The Oban Times’ campaign 
‘Wilma’s Wish. Argyll for 
Dialysis’.

The exhausting time taken 
to travel to the Vale of Leven 
hospital in Dumbarton, a 
round trip of 200 miles, three 
times a week cannot be good 
for the sufferer and must be 
very disruptive to other family 
members.

Hopefully those who hold the 
purse strings for the funding of a 
dialysis unit in Lorn and Islands 
General Hospital in Oban could 
be persuaded to think again on a 
cost/benefi t basis.
Sheena Nisbet, Colonsay 
Community Council.

Colonsay support 
for ‘Wilma’s Wish’

LAST week a story on the future of the former Rockfi eld school 
referred to North Argyll Carer’s Centre as a potential tenant of 
the building. 

The organisation has asked The Oban Times to clarify that to 
date it has never had any discussion with Oban Communities 
Trust about moving into the building.

North Argyll Carer’s Centre

As an experiment, it had its detractors by the score. The 
doom-mongers said young people were not remotely 
interested in politics; that there existed a profound 

‘disconnect’ between the body politic and young people. Giving 
16 and 17-year-old teenagers the right to vote in Scotland’s 
referendum on September 18 was considered risky, risible and 
nothing more than a cynical political stunt to grab headlines and 
a handful of votes.

Well, how wrong could they be? Even a cursory glance of 
the views expressed by the fi fth and sixth-year west Highland 
pupils in our referendum feature, reveal a mature, measured 
and positive engagement with the debate and a refreshing 
enthusiasm for the process.

And that’s how it should be. There can be no other section of 
the population who will have to live with the consequences of 
the referendum more than fi rst-time voters. On the evidence of 
their opinions, 16 and 17-year-olds will be a welcome addition 
to the body politic.

First-time voters will 
make their mark

NICKY McMichan will play 
in the Park Bar on both Friday 
and Sunday with Martainn 
Skene there on Saturday. 

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Crooked Reel on Friday and 
Penny Dogs on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Traditional hall 
of fame dinner
THE THIRD Scottish 
Traditional Music hall of 
fame annual dinner, hosted 
by Hands up for Trad, will 
take place in Oran Mor on 
Friday October 24.  

Entertainment will be 
provided by Robyn Stapleton, 
the 2014 BBC Radio Scotland 
Young Musician of the Year, 
and Maeve MacKinnon, 
Barra, with Robin Morton in 
charge of proceedings.  

This year’s inductees to 
the hall of fame will be The 
Clutha, The Whisltebinkies, 
Ian Holmes, Andy Thorburn, 
Margaret Bennett and 
Hamish Moore.  Departed 
musicians Archie Grant, 
Danny Kyle, Davy Steele, 
Ishbel MacAskill and Jimmy 
Blue will also be inducted 
into the hall of fame while 
the recipient of the Hamish 
Henderson Award for 
services to traditional music 
will be Davie Henderson.

AS PART of their autumn 
tour, Phil Cunningham and 
Aly Bain will be playing in 
central Scotland as follows:
  Tonight, Thursday 
September 4, Perth Concert 
Hall, 7.30pm, tomorrow, 
Friday September 5, 
Carnegie Hall, Dunfermline, 
7.30pm, and Wednesday 
September 10, Victoria Halls, 
Helensburgh, at 7.30pm.

Phil Cunningham 
and Aly Bain

GAELIC Rhyme and Time 
sessions take place every 
Friday morning in Hillhead 
Library, Byres Road, from 
10am to 11am.  

These free classes introduce 
children aged up to three 
years and their families to 
Gaelic in a fun way. More 
information is available from 
allan.brooking@glasgowlife.
org.uk

Rhyme and Time

A GAELIC mother and 
toddler group, for children 
from birth to fi ve years, is 
held in the Heart of Scotstoun 
Community Centre, 64 
Balmoral Street, Glasgow, 
G14 0BL, each Tuesday and 
Thursday from 1pm to 3pm.  

For further information 
contact Nan MacDonald on 
07901 937228 or Kirstie Birr, 
07951 379960.  

Toddler group

GAELIC services take place 
in St Columba’s Church of 
Scotland, St Vincent Street, 
every Sunday at 10am.

Gaelic services

THE CENTRE for Open 
Studies at the University of 
Glasgow is offering Ulpan 
Gaelic courses starting this 
month. 

They will be held on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 7 to 8.30pm 
with the fi rst running from 
September 9 to December 9.

Ulpan classes

The next two levels will be 
from January 13 to March 26 
and then from April 14 to July 
2. For further information, 
or to enrol, contact www.gla.
ac.uk/centreofopenstudies or 
telephone 0141 330 1835. 

INVERCLYDE residents, age 
16 and over, are welcome to 
Gaelic classes in Inverclyde 
Academy starting on 
September 9 from 7 to 9pm.  

The classes are free and 
are available at beginners, 
intermediate and advanced 
levels. For further information 
or to enrol contact CLD.
Admin@inverclyde.gov.uk or 
telephone 01475 715450.

Inverclyde Gaelic

IT IS with extreme sadness 
I have to intimate the death 
of Donnie MacNiven after a 
short illness.  

Donnie started his shinty 
career in Tighnabruaich, 
prior to his family moving to 
Glasgow, and made his senior 
debut with Glasgow Mid 
Argyll in 1955.  

This was the beginning of a 
lifelong association with the 
club during which he served 
in all capacities with great 
enthusiasm and expertise. 
In addition he served as 
coach to the national team 
for several years in the 1970s 
and his contribution to the 
game was recognised by both 
the Camanachd Association 
and the Sports Council for 
Glasgow in recent years.  

Above all, however, Donnie 
was a family man and our 
sympathy time is extended to 
his wife Mary and the wider 
family.  

The funeral will take place 
tomorrow, Friday, at 2.30pm at 
Clydebank Crematorium.

Donald J 
MacNiven

Diary dates
Thursday September 4: Phil 
Cunningham and Aly Bain - 
see above.
Friday September 5:  Phil 
and Aly - see above.  
Tuesday September 9: Live 
at the Star, Admiral Bar, 
72a Waterloo Street, 8pm - 
Michael Chapman.
Wednesday September 10: 
Phil and Aly - see above
Thursday September 11: 
Comun Taobh-an-Iar Ceilidh, 
Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie, 7.30pm. 
Friday September 12:  
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.
Saturday September 13: 
Glasgow Skye Association 
opening ceilidh, Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, Partick, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene

out before it can be proved the 
A849 on Mull will be safer if it 
is widened.  

Callum Maclachlainn was 
right when he said the road 
system on Mull is decaying. 

What we need is to get the 
potholes fi xed and the road 
surface maintained, especially 
in passing places, where people 
new to the island have more 
trust in the verge than locals do, 
occasionally to their regret.

David Pollard, Salen,
Isle of Mull.

the property to allow funding 
sources to be identifi ed.  I had to 
consider using the ‘community 
right to buy’ provisions, but that 
required 10 to 15 per cent of the 
population of the area providing 
a signature – a big ask where 
we were looking to cover Oban 
and Lorn. We needed more than 
1,000 signatures. 

The Land Reform Act 
encourages negotiation between 
the community and a landowner 
- the council - to avoid the need 
for exercising the community 
right to buy. 

At no point did the council 
enter into any negotiation 
with the community and it 
disregarded the provisions of the 
legislation as it thought it would 
obtain a willing purchaser at 
the infl ated price it eventually 
sought. 

The property came off the 
market after the closing date 
when only one offer was 
received which was found to be 
unacceptable. 

I am supportive of the current 
efforts and have provided the 

plans and studies we had to the 
current group to assist them. 
David M Preston, former 
chairman, Oban Youth and 
Community Association.

Shannon Feaks: I think it’s 
good in the town centre but 
pathetic they go to Ganavan! 
There’s not set spaces there so 
how can you get a ticket?
Lisa Mackinnon: It annoys me 
that a lot of the machines don’t 
work. I put £5 in the one beside 
the vet and got one and a half 
hours. Then, because I needed 
longer, went to the other car 
park to pay a following £3 to 
get the hours I needed. Also the 
machines don’t always take your 
money. I’ve always paid and 
don’t mind but fi x the machines 
before you fi ne people.
Wilma Wardrop: The charges 
for on street parking are too 
high. If I want to go grab a 
sandwich for my lunch it costs 
me 80 pence for a ticket that I 
only need for fi ve or 10 minutes, 
and I pay it for fear of a £60 
fi ne. Street parking should be 
same as car parks - 20p for 
15minutes. Locals are taking 
the hit and what do we as a town 
get in return for this parking fee 
income? Anyone know?
Jack Low: You don’t need the 
traffi c wardens to turn Oban 
into a ghost town. Greedy shop 
owners with ridiculous rents 
and, of course, the council plus 
bid for Oban’s rates. The ball’s 
in your court can we have an 
answer please.
Philip Picken: Get a grip, the 
ones that are moaning are the 
ones who were causing the 
problem in the fi rst place.
Chris Lavis-Jones: The current 
system of charging in the town 
centre is of no benefi t to shops 
or the public. 

The best system I have come 
across is the one operated in the 
Isle of Man. Car owners have 
to display a disc showing their 
arrival time. Signs display the 
amount of time you can park 
for and how long before you 

THE NEW parking regime, with Argyll and Bute council 
amenity wardens issuing tickets for on-street as well as 
off-street parking in Oban, has got the town talking. Here are 
some comments from our Facebook page:

can return. So for example right 
outside the shops might be 15 
minutes parking with no return 
for two hours. One street back 
from the shops, 30 minutes or 
one hour parking with two-hour 
no return. Further out  two 
hours parking. If you obey the 
rules parking is free. If you 
fail to display a disc, set a false 
time, over stay or return too 
soon then you risk being given a 
fi xed penalty fi ne. 

The system benefi ts shops 
and shoppers by ensuring a 
high turnover of parking spaces 
outside shops so that people can 
quickly pop in to get things they 
need.

People shopping for longer 
park a street or two away. 

The parking is free which 
helps to attract people back to 
the high street. 

The council would lose ticket 
machine revenue but for many 
people, not being able to park 
close to a shop or paying for 
parking changes their shopping 
habits. 

Big businesses know this, 
that’s why superstores never 
open up without adjacent free 
parking. Sort out the parking 
and save the town centre, 
don’t and you are effectively 
throttling it.
John Lamont: I think it’s great. 
You can get parked where you 
want, plenty spaces.
Lorna Wylie: People can get 
parked now. 
It was a nightmare before as 
there were no spaces. At the top 
end of George Street both sides 
were used.
Jacqueline Douglas:  I think 
locals should park for free.
Richard Ross: Free town 
centre street parking with the 
exception of the North Pier and 
Tweeddale Street car parks, 
with a half hour time limit?
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You could 
really capitalise 
on the history 
by opening it 
up to people 
walking the 
route  ”

Dr Michael Foxley

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

GREEN-fi ngered Lochaber children were rewarded at the 
rural education trust’s annual junior gardening show. 

Pupils from primary schools in the area spent Friday 
morning preparing their vegetable entries for judging in 
the evening with Fort William primary school winning the 
United Auctions Cup for the school with most points for the 
fi rst time in fi ve years. Isabel Campbell of Lochaber rural 
education trust said: ‘Again the show was a great success 
and an excellent display was presented to the judges.’ 

On Saturday the trust had a fundraising stall at Lochaber 
Agricultural Show and between both events volunteers 
raised almost £500 for future projects. Trophy winners: 
Dougie Duncan Cup for playgroup with most points - 
Kilmallie; Giggles Cup for nursery with most points - 
Banavie; United Auctions Cup for primary school with 
most points - Fort William Primary School; tankard for 
male with most points - Lorne Spence; trophy for lady with 
most points - Isabel Campbell; Marie MacLean Memorial 
Trophy for best tomato exhibit - Struan Stephen. 

THE FIRST memorial to Moidart 
men who lost their lives in the world 
wars has been unveiled after almost 
a year of preparation. 

Rain pounded down on spectators 
and invited guests last Sunday 
but they were undeterred as they 
remembered the fallen troops at 
the stone cairn, now placed at the 
summit known as Bealach Carach, 
between Loch Moidart and Glenuig.

Donald Monro, 71, served in the 
Queen’s Own Highlanders and has 
been fundraising for the £5,000 
needed since December last year. 

Mr Monro read a poem written 
during the First World War and 
the service included readings from 
Donald Cameron, Lord Lieutenant 
of Inverness, Reverend Kevin 
Pearson, Bishop of Argyll and the 
Isles, and Father Tony Wood of 
Arisaig. Mr Monro said: ‘It was a 
fi lthy day with rain pounding down 
but it really was a great event. I 
think between 80 and 100 people 
attended and there were some very 
fi tting readings and prayers. It really 
was quite a spectacular event.’ 

Deputy Lieutenant of Inverness 
Iain Thornber attended the 
memorial. He said: ‘The fi ne stone 
cairn built by the roadside between 
Kinlochmoidart and Lochailort 
where funeral parties carrying their 
dead to the ancient burial place of 
Eilean Fhianain in Loch Shiel used 
to rest, is a fi tting place and a fi ne 
tribute to commemorate the men 
and women of Moidart who fought 
in both the fi rst and second world 
wars. It has been long overdue.’

IT WAS a double celebration for 
one green-fi ngered Lochaber 
resident as she picked up two 
major prizes at the Corpach in 
Colour show on Saturday. 

Lorna Ungoed-Thomas won 
the Treasures of the Earth trophy 
for most points in the fl ower 
section as well as the coveted 
Corpach in Colour trophy for 
most points overall. Anne Smith 
followed shortly behind, picking 
up silverware in the fl oral art and 
arts and crafts sections. Banavie 
primary school’s P7 pupils were 
delighted to win the Kilmallie 
Community Council trophy for 
receiving the most points in the 
garden produce category. 

Results: Treasures of the Earth 
Trophy for most points in fl owers, 
Lorna Ungoed-Thomas; Kilmallie 
Community Council Trophy for 
most points in garden produce, 

Banavie primary school P7; The 
Ewen and Isabel Campbell Trophy 
for most points in fl oral art, Anne 
Smith; most outstanding exhibit 
in fl oral art, Anne Smith; M&S 
Dental Trophy for most points 
in baking and produce, Sandra 
Fortune; Tradewinds Trophy for 
most points in arts and crafts, 
Anne Smith; Marion Cameron 
Trophy for best exhibit in arts and 
crafts, Anne Smith and Gillian 
Clark; best exhibit playgroup age, 
Emily Byrne; best exhibit nursery 
class, Luke Smith; best exhibit 
primary 1-3, Alex Drysdale; 
best exhibit primary 4-5, Abbie 
MacKay; best exhibit primary 
6 and 7, Jo Barr Moir; Corpach 
Hotel Trophy for best exhibit 
in the children’s section, Abbie 
MacKay; Corpach in Colour 
Trophy for the most points overall, 
Lorna Ungoed-Thomas.

UNVEILED: Moidart’s � rst war 
memorial 

GREEN FINGERS: Lochaber education trust junior 
gardening show prizewinners

ALL SMILES: proud Corpach in Colour prizewinners display their 
trophies

THE BEST of Lochaber’s musical talent will come 
together in a celebration of music next week. 

Home-grown artists who have performed at 
Lochaber Music Festival over the years will return to 
Fort William for a 40th anniversary gala in the Nevis 
Centre on Thursday September 11. 

The line-up includes Royal National Mod gold 
medallists Robert Robertson and Eilidh Davies as well 
as up-and-coming talent from Lochaber Schools Pipe 
Band and Lochaber Music School. 

Organiser Margaret Sargent said: ‘This is the fi rst 
time so many Lochaber Music Festival stars from four 
decades have come together to perform on their home 
stage. 

‘It is a truly a unique concert not to be missed.’

A CONTROVERSIAL proposal to 
demolish an 18th century school in 
Ardgour has been re-lodged with 
Highland Council despite widespread 
opposition.

Kingairloch Estate, owned by 
Susan Larson and her mother Angela 
Yeoman, asked the council’s planning 
department for permission to knock 
down the former Kingairloch School 
at Camusnacroise and replace it 
with a modern dwelling house but 
objectors say it is of historic value; it 
is thought to date back to 1770. 

In March, the owners lodged a 
similar application but after 11 
objections the Highland Council’s 
historic environment team said the 
building was of ‘local and regional 
importance’ and the application was 
withdrawn. Now the estate has re-
applied after making slight changes 
to the design of the new house to look 
more like the original building.

The school is known nationally 
for its connection with Scottish 
novelist Robert Louis Stevenson, 
as it appeared in his 1886 novel 
Kidnapped. It is believed by historians 
that he visited the site and is now part 
of the Stevenson Way, a long-distance 
walking route based on the book.

The school has also been used as a 
manse, house and ceilidh venue over 
the years.

Former Highland Council leader 
Dr Michael Foxley said it was a 
‘desperate shame’ to lose another 
part of what was once a thriving 
community. He said: ‘It’s an historic 
building  and I stayed in it many times 
when a friend of mine was a teacher 
in the school. There’s no permanent 
population at Kingairloch now and 
it’s a desperate shame to see. 

‘The owners should hire an architect 
to refurbish the existing building to 
restore it to how it used to look and 

LOCHABER local history society’s meetings resume next 
week, after a summer break. 

Topics this year include Keil Church in Duror, Beatons 
in Canada and China, Lochaber hospitals, a Kilmallie 
monument and mountaineering in the area. 

The fi rst meeting will be held at 8pm on Thursday 
September 11 at the Ben Nevis Hotel and will feature a 
talk on Keil Chapel and burial ground, the fi nal resting 
place of James of the Glen who was hung for involvement 
in the Appin murder.

New chapter in estate bid 
to knock down old school  

UP FOR DEMOLITION: the old school at Kingairloch

then extend it if need be, not pull it 
down.’ 

Dr Foxley also suggested the owners 
could benefi t from the history of the 
schoolhouse, rather than get rid of it.

He added: ‘You could really 
capitalise on the history by opening 
it up to people walking the route. A 
lot of people would love to stay in the 
house from Kidnapped. I think it’s a 
wasted opportunity.’ 

Radio journalist Mark Stephen 
objected to the plan. 

He said: ‘It is an extremely rare 
example of a building, named in a 
novel which has survived into the 21st 
century. I would contend, therefore, 
that the building has considerable 

historical and literary value as well 
as being a key point of interest to folk 
walking this trail.’ 

Historian and author Dr John 
McGregor was another critic.

He said: ‘On visual grounds alone, 
there can be no justifi cation for 
treating this building in isolation. 
It complements the other ‘period’ 
buildings of a small settlement with 
a long history, within a wider district 
of high scenic quality. Indeed, the 
building is itself a source for cultural, 
economic and social historians and 
artefacts speak as loudly as the 
written word.’

Kingairloch Estate owners were not 
available for comment.

Local history meetings 

Celebrating 40 years of talent

Youngsters impress judges     
at annual gardening show

Moidart 
unveils fi rst 
memorial   
to war dead

OWNERS RE-LODGE APPLICATION TO DEMOLISH ‘KIDNAPPED’ HOUSE

Lorna shows her winning colours as 
she wins two major prizes at show

Argyll in bloom

Taynuilt

North Connel and district

COMMUNITY spirit was out in full 
force for this year’s 55th North Con-
nel and District Horticultural Show.

While an early autumn chill saw off 
entries in carnations and some other 
mid-summer fl owering blooms, there 
was more than double the number of 
fl ower entries from last year.

In the vegetable section there was a 
large variety of entries across the board 
– some bigger than others and the 
baking table groaned under the weight 
of cakes, muffi ns, cupcakes, preserves 
and other home-made produce.

There were a good and fun selection 
of photos in both the children’s and 
adults photographic competitions 
with Peter Darling judging them, and 
Ronnie McKillop and Fiona Dickie,  
judging the fl owers and vegetables 
and baking, preserves and eggs 
respectively.

Children from Lochnell Primary 
School had been busy the fi rst few 
days back at school drawing pictures 
and making garden creatures from 
recycled materials which were 
judged, alongside the other children’s 

competitions by Karen Mackie.
The ladies of Lynn of Lorn Nursing 

home in Benderloch also boosted the 
contributions to the fl oral art work.

The Victory Hall in Benderloch 
was a hive of activity once the show 
opened with welcome support from 
the community as teas and coffees 
and cakes were served before the 
prizes were handed out by Oban 
North and Lorn councillor Elaine 
Robertson and the raffl e was drawn 
before the general sale of produce to 
raise funds for next year’s show.

Winners of the children’s trophies at the North Connel and District Horticultural Show, (from left) Shona McKenzie, 
Amy Newiss, Ellen MacKechnie, Charlotte Jackson-Stark and Eilid MacPherson  t36benderlochshow01

TAYNUILT Horticultural Society 
had its annual show at Taynuilt 
village hall on Saturday, welcoming 
competitors from around the local 
area.

Amongst the prize-winners were 
sisters Emma and Victoria Carswell, 
who are six and 10 years old respec-
tively, from Taynuilt, who won prizes 
for baking and drawing.

Leslie Servant, who won four indi-
vidual trophies, said: ‘It’s all about 
perseverance, I’ve been competing 
since the 1970s.

‘It’s a shame that more people don’t 
support the show, in past years the 
hall has been full, we really need 
to encourage more young people 
to compete.’

Sisters Emma and Sophie Carswell, who won individual trophies for 
baking and drawing  15_t36sisters01

For full results see page 21

Leslie Servant, who won four indi-
vidual trophies, said: ‘It’s all about 
perseverance, I’ve been competing 

‘It’s a shame that more people don’t 
support the show, in past years the 
hall has been full, we really need 
to encourage more young people 

Sisters Emma and Sophie Carswell, who won individual trophies for 
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T
HIS YEAR’S Argyllshire 
Gathering was a mix of highs, as 
two games records were broken 
and lows as regular followers 
mourned the loss of  a familiar 
face at the front of the parade 

from Oban’s town centre.
For many years, Tommy Askew was the fi rst 

person watchers saw striding proudly out, keeping 
the appropriate pace, as pipers and Argyllshire Gath-
ering stewards left Station Square to march round 
Argyll Square, down Combie Street, up Glencuritten 
Road to Mossfi eld park.

He was also heavily involved in setting up the 
games fi eld on Monday and Tuesday of games 
week as well as stewarding at the piping competi-
tions on Wednesdays.

Tommy died earlier this year and last year was 
presented with a quaich by the Duke of Argyll in 
recognition of his long-standing support.

This year the pipers were led from the town 
centre by former piper Iain Marshall, who works 
at Outside Edge in Oban, and Highland Society 
of London gold medal winner Douglas Murray of 
Cupar in Fife as pipe major.

Douglas has been competing at the Argyllshire 
Gathering for 15 years and was runner-up in the 
Highland Society of London Gold Medal last year 
but it was his year this year and he was presented 
with his medal by His Grace the Duke of Argyll 
once the parade reached the games fi eld.

The Argyllshire Gathering Senior piobaireachd 
was won by Bruce Gandy, Canada, w h o 

was presented with the newly 
renamed Kilberry Cup, 
with Inveraray’s  Stuart 
Liddell second – he also 

won the March, Stathspey and 
Reel for former winners - and Angus 

MacColl of Benderloch third.
Dekker Forest was fi rst in the Argyllshire 

Gathering Silver Pendant while Benderloch’s 

Angus John MacColl, son of Angus MacColl, 
came second.

Craig Sutherland of Crieff pulled off an unusual 
double for the games by winning both the March 
Grade A and the Strathspey and Reel Grade A. 

He won the Royal Scottish Pipers Bronze Star 
for the march and the Argyllshire Gathering’s 
Silver Medal for the Strathspey and reel.

Winning either automatically qualifi es the piper 
for the Former Winners march, Strathspey and 
reel competition next year.

His Grace, Torquil Campbell, Duke of Argyll, 
president, said: ‘It’s always a great day and a very 
important part of community life in Oban.

‘I like the heavy events, personally, but all the 
events are equally as important, and, of course, the 
piping is famous; everyone comes to see it.

‘To see children tutored in piping by the Argyll 
Piping Trust performing today is very rewarding.’

Oban Highland dancers Katie MacPherson and 
Molly MacPherson did well against stiff compe-
tition from dancers from the USA and Canada in 
the open sections of the Highland dancing compe-
titions as well as the local.

In the heavy events, a record was broken when 
Lorne Coulthart from Blair Atholl, formerly Lis-
more, broke the games record in the 56lb weight 
for distance competition with a throw of 40ft 
2.5ins. 

Lorne was pipped at the post by three points for 
the over-all heavy championship trophy by Lucas 
Wenta from East Kilbride, while Oban’s Craig Ni-
cholson led most of the fi eld in the local category.

Another games record was broken in the light 
athletics when Anthony Daffurn of Coatbridge 
achieved 47ft 32ins in the triple jump, beating the 

previous record set by Mark Parnham of Glas-
gow in 1997 of 46ft 6.5ins.  Connel’s Tom 

Smith running for Lochaber Athletics 
Club, won the hill race in 13mins 

21secs, followed by Oban’s 
Michael Bossard in 13.36.

Argyllshire
GATHERING
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All photographs by Kevin McGlynn

Katie MacPherson of Oban High School with her trophy and other dancers from Oban high school who took part in 
the afternoon open competitions alongside games steward Matthew Anderson and his wife Yvonne.

Craig Sutherland from Crie�  who, unusually, won 
both the March A Royal Scottish Pipers Society 
Bronze Star  and the Argyllshire Gathering’s Silver 
Medal for the Strathspey and Reel A

His Grace the Duke of Argyll, right, and games steward 
Matthew Anderson present the trophy and medals to 
Park primary school pupils who won the primary shinty 
tournament

Heavy athletes formed a team to take on members of the Argyllshire 
Gathering in the tug ’o’ war which is a popular event with the spectators

Douglas Murray, Cupar, Fife was runner-up in the 
Highland Society of London Gold Medal last year but 
won this year.
He was presented with his medal by His Grace the 
Duke of Argyll after acting as pipe major to his 
fellow competitors in the march to the games � eld at 
Moss� eld

Rock� eld primary school, winners of the primary relay 
race, received the trophy from His Grace, the Duke of 
Argyll and games steward Michael Anderson

Lorne Colthart tries his hands at 
tossing the caber

Heavy athlete Bruce Robb gives the 
caber tossing his best e� ort

Lucas Wenta � res away the 56 weight for 
distance 

Craig Nicolson 
of Oban throws 
the 56 weight 
for distance, the 
best local heavy 
weight on the 
day
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It is the unique breadth 
of curriculum that marks 
Gordonstoun apart. 
A Gordonstoun edu-
cation encompasses 
academic ambition; a 
world beating outdoor 
education programme; 
active engagement in 
community service by 
all of its pupils and a 
myriad of sporting, mu-
sic and drama oppor-
tunities. Headmaster 
Simon Reid said: ‘Our 
academic programme 
aims to throw open the 
doors to life beyond 
Gordonstoun as widely 

as possible. But if the 
last 20 years of tech-
nological change have 
shown us anything, it is 
that the world in which 
our young people will 
grow up is evermore 
fast changing and 
unpredictable. We 
have to teach them 
about decision making 
and adaptability.  My 
aim is for our pupils 
to leave school with a 
better understanding 
of working in teams, 
making decisions and 
self-awareness than 
most 18 year olds could 

be expected to have.’ 
Gordonstoun is fully 
co-educational and is 
one of the few remain-
ing full boarding schools 
in the country.  Approx-
imately one third of our 
students come from 
overseas representing 
more than 30 nation-
alities and helping to 
create an important mix 
of language and culture.  
We pride ourselves on 
our pastoral system 
and ethos of care and 
support throughout the 
school.
‘The school’s motto 

‘Plus est en vous’ is 
really true at Gordon-
stoun; a school which 
provides a preparation 
for university and life 
beyond. 
Scholarship dates for 
this year are:
Junior (8+):  15 Novem-
ber 2014
Sixth Form (16+):  16 
and 17 January 2015
Lower School (13+):  
23-25 February 2014
For further information 
visit our website www.
gordonstoun.org.uk or 
email admissions@
gordonstoun.og.uk

Listen to some of our pupils talk about their 
Merchiston journey www.merchiston.co.uk

A Boarding and Day School 
for Boys aged 7 -18

INFORMATION MORNING: SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2014, 10am

Applications for means-tested financial assistance welcome
Merchiston Castle School, Colinton Road, Edinburgh, EH13 0PU, Scotland Tel. 0131 312 2200. 
Recognised by the Inland Revenue as a Charity, number SC016580
www.merchiston.co.uk

MERCHISTON
STORY

IN THE MAKING

From our youngest boarder, aged 7, to the young 
men in sixth form, Merchiston provides a full 
boarding programme seven days a week and is 
an extremely nurturing school, achieving the top 
grade, ‘excellent’, in all areas inspected by the 
Care Inspectorate in 2012 and 2013. Indeed, we 
are the only boarding school in Scotland to achieve 
this.  
For the past two years, Merchiston’s pupils have 
achieved the highest percentage of A* awards at 
A level in Scotland, and the school really does turn 
the ‘C student’ into a ‘B student’ and the ‘B student’ 
into an ‘A student’.  Despite the national dip in A 
level results in 2014, Merchiston bucked this trend 
with another extremely robust set of results. These 
results maintain Merchiston’s exceptional perfor-
mance at A level over a signifi cant number of years 
and demonstrate that our boys, as a cohort, are 
amongst the highest achieving in Scotland.

Merchiston has long had a tradition of sporting 
excellence and we pride ourselves in fostering the 
pursuit of excellence in a sport-for-all environment. 
Pupils also benefi t from strong links with girls’ 
schools for drama and musical performances, 
other cultural events and social gatherings. 
The warmth with which Merchiston parents speak 
of the school is special. 
‘In every respect – academic, sporting and pasto-
ral – the school has exceeded our expectations, 
and continues to do so. In particular, the staff 
appear to have an almost magical ability to max-
imise the potential of every boy, irrespective of his 
natural talents. But above all, it is the Merchiston 
‘end product’ that impresses us year after year; 
the young men who leave the school for university 
each year are polite, confi dent gentlemen, whom 
any parent would be proud to call their son.’  
Current parent

your guide to

schools

Merchiston Castle School

Gordonstoun

independent

A detailed and informative guide to 
independent boarding and day schools in 

Scotland, many of which have open days in the 
coming weeks and months.

Gordonstoun pupils on an expedition in the Cairngorm mountains.

Merchiston School welcomes boys between the ages of 7 and 18.
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OPEN
DAY

ESMS
A unique family of independent 
schools for boys and girls

Values that last a lifetime are at the 
heart of everything that we do at 
Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools.

Drop in and find out more at our

Merchant Company Education Board Schools. Registered Charity No. SC009747

SATURDAY
20 SEPTEMBER 2014
10am – 1pm

www.esms.org.uk

The Mary Erskine School

Stewart’s Melville College

The Junior School

Choice, diversity, 
excellence

Independent schools 
in Scotland offer you 
the choice of small 
and large day schools, 
boarding schools, 
co-educational and 
single-sex schools.  As 
a group, independent 
schools draw students 
from all sections of 
the community and 
students who attend 
independent schools 
are as diverse as the 
schools themselves.  

Choosing a school
Parents choose to 
send their children to 
independent schools 
for many different 
reasons but, above all, 
they choose independ-
ent schools because 
they feel a particular 
independent school will 
best serve their child 
and their child’s social 
and educational needs.
All independent 
schools in Scotland 
have their own unique 
ethos and values, but 
they share a common 
goal of encouraging 
each individual pupil to 
be all that they can be 
and to make the most 
of their time at school.  
They enjoy a reputation 
for wide subject choice, 
a focus on co-curricular 
pursuits, smaller pupil/
teacher ratios and con-
sistently strong exam 
results. The choice of 
mainstream schools 
is wide and there are 
also special schools 
that provide care and 
education for children 
with additional support 
needs. 
All schools encourage 
visits from prospective 
families during their 
open day or at any time 
during the school year.  
Staff will be delighted to 

answer any questions 
you may have. 
You can fi nd details of 
independent, fee-pay-
ing schools in Scotland 
on the SCIS website at 
www.scis.org.uk 
‘Around 31,000 children 
of mixed abilities from 
diverse social back-
grounds are educated 
at independent schools 
in Scotland with around 
20 per cent of pupils 
receiving some fi nan-
cial assistance from the 
schools.’

Curriculum and 
qualifi cations

Independent schools in 
Scotland have a strong 
tradition of academic 
attainment, refl ected in 
pupils’ performance in 
public exams.  Many 
schools follow the 
Scottish curriculum 
with exams awarded 
by the Scottish Qualifi -
cations Authority.  Most 
boarding schools follow 
the English curriculum, 
offering GCSEs, AS 
and A levels.  A few now 
offer the International 
Baccalaureate and 
others are considering 
its merits.  

Meeting the cost
Fees vary widely 
between independent 
schools.  Schools are 
sensitive, particularly 
in the current economic 
climate, to the sacrifi c-
es that many parents 
make to afford school 
fees.  All schools 
provide some level of 
fee assistance, usually 
awarded on the basis of 
fi nancial need.  This is 
done to enable children 
from lower income 
households, who oth-
erwise would not have 
the opportunity of an 
independent education, 
to benefi t, and schools 
welcome applications 

for fee assistance. 
‘The total amount of 
fi nancial assistance 
provided by independ-
ent schools in Scotland 
has been rising steadily 
in recent years and in 
2013 reached over £35 
million.’

Boarding in Scotland
Scotland’s boarding 
schools welcome 
students from all over 
the UK, Europe and the 
rest of the world.  All 
18 boarding schools in 
Scotland are situated 
in safe, spacious and 
idyllic surroundings: 
from large city boarding 
schools to smaller 
rural locations, there 
is something for every-
one.  For further infor-
mation on Scotland’s 
boarding schools visit 
www.scotlandsboard-
ingschools.org.uk/

Admissions 
Parents are advised to 
make enquiries early 
– preferably a year in 
advance – although 
schools will be as ac-
commodating as possi-
ble.  The usual admis-
sions cycle is outlined 
below, although dates 
should be checked with 
individual schools.  
September to Novem-
ber  - open days
November to December 
- application deadlines
January to March - en-
trance tests
June - induction days
August to September - 
start of school year
Information, advice 
and guidance about 
choosing an independ-
ent school in Scotland 
is available from the 
Scottish Council of 
Independent Schools 
(SCIS).
www.scis.org.uk   T: 
0131 556 2316  E: 
info@scis.org.uk

St Mary’s Music School in Edinburgh is Scotland’s 
specialist music school, with a reputation as the 
place to go for the most talented young musicians.  
It is a vibrant community of 80 boys and girls, aged 
8-19, who enjoy a high level of individual work 
and rigorous training, complemented by group 
performing opportunities – classical, jazz, Scottish 
traditional - alongside an impressive academic 
education.  The school has the fl exibility to focus on 
individual needs and parents are reassured by the 
school’s long tradition of high attainment levels and 
an excellent academic track record.
An open afternoon on October 4 gives the chance to 
drop in on musical performances, take a guided tour 
and ask questions of our staff and pupils, who come 
from all over Scotland and beyond. Find out about 
auditioning for a place, with Scottish government 
and bursary funding up to 100 per cent for tuition 
and boarding fees. We look forward to welcoming 
you.

We are one of Scotland’s leading independent 
schools for boys and girls aged fi ve to eighteen.

Open doors at Dollar

Excellence and opportunity
Dollar Academy, Clackmannanshire, FK14 7DU

The G
overnors of D

ollar A
cadem

y Trust is a charity registered in Scotland, no SC
009888

Open Day
Saturday 13th September, 10:00am – 1:00pm.

For more information:

registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk
01259 742 511

  

0131 556 2316 info@scis.org.uk www.scis.org.uk

Thinking about an 
independent school?
Scotland’s independent schools are as 
diverse as the children who attend and 
o�er a wide range of opportunities in 
vibrant learning environments.

For information and advice on applying
and meeting the cost, speak to 
The Scottish Council of Independent Schools

Registered Scottish Charity SCO18033

Choice  |  Diversity  | Excellence

Scottish Council of Independent Schools

A family education   
with ESMS

ESMS is a unique 
family of independent 
schools for boys and 
girls in Edinburgh. At 
ESMS, we believe 
we have developed a 
community that gives 
children the best of all 
educational approach-
es, and this variety en-
sures our children are 
able to make the best 
social, emotional and 
academic progress 
possible. 
Our children are taught 
together from nursery 
to primary 7, where 
they then receive the 
benefi ts of single-sex 
senior education 
before joining together 
again for a co-edu-

cational sixth form. 
At senior school, the 
girls attend The Mary 
Erskine School and the 
boys Stewart’s Melville 
College. 
Taught separately, our 
girls and boys have 
more freedom to be 
themselves, gain con-
fi dence and achieve 
their potential.
Stewart’s Melville 
College was named 
Scottish Independent 
Secondary of the 
Year in 2013 and The 
Mary Erskine School 
in 2012, both for the 
education received and 
the extra-curricular 
opportunities available. 
From nursery to senior 
school we help our chil-
dren to learn our nine 

key values including 
kindness, appreciation 
and respect and this 
creates a happy school 
community where each 
child feels valued. 
For children whose 
parents work overseas, 
or live too far from 
Edinburgh to commute 
daily, our boarding 
houses provide a 
comfortable, close-knit 
and happy home from 
home for children from 
primary 6 to sixth form.
Visit us on our openday 
on Saturday Septem-
ber 20 2014, 10am to 
1pm, to fi nd out more, 
or please contact: 
Admissions Secretary, 
Tel: 0131 311 1111 
admiss ions@esms.
org.uk.  

Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools

One of Scotland’s largest and best performing schools, Dollar Academy prides 
itself in providing an education that meets the highest standards.
Firmly grounded in the strengths of a broad Scottish education, pupils under-
take Scottish examination courses. Excellent teaching is important here and 
all pupils benefi t from the wide range of subject choices and the excellent 
resources and facilities available but your child will take as much from the core 
values of moral courage, resilience, honesty, kindness, respect, responsibility 
and self-control, which are embedded in every aspect of life at Dollar Academy.
The leavers’ destinations are particularly impressive; most pupils head for 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, St Andrews and Aberdeen universities, with a signifi cant 
number to Oxbridge.  This is a school that delivers on its promise to bring out 
the best in young people.
David Knapman, Rector at Dollar Academy said: ‘Parents rightly have high 
expectations of independent schools.  Whether it be in the classroom, on the 
sports fi eld, in the debating hall, on the stage or in the art studio, we give all 
our pupils support at the highest level to develop their talents and confi dence.  
Our success in competitive environments lies in the quality of the coaching, the 
strength of commitment, and the supportive culture that respects genuine effort.
We are a big school with more than 1,200 pupils, but our community has a 
very human scale. This is a happy and friendly environment with a great deal 
of contact between year groups.  Many former pupils retain close links with the 
school and with each other – an invaluable network of friendship and experi-
ence.  This sense of the ‘Dollar family’ is so important to so many people across 
the generations.’

Dollar Academy

St Mary’s Music School

Full-time specialist music and academic education for 
talented musicians, aged 8 - 19

Coates Hall, 25 Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL
Tel: 0131 538 7766  Email: info@st-marys-music-school.co.uk

www.st-marys-music-school.co.uk

OPEN AFTERNOON ~ Saturday 4 October

We welcome audition applications 
throughout the year from talented 
instrumentalists, composers and 
singers. Entry at any stage.

St Mary,s Music School

Scottish Government funding (up 
to 100%) for tuition and boarding fees

Dollar Academy is set in a beautiful rural location.  

Speak to the Scottish Council of Independent Schools for information and advice.

St Mary’s pupil Brighde with her bagpipes.
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Glenalmond College provides an inspiring envi-
ronment for learning. As one of Scotland’s leading 
boarding and day schools, the long-standing tradi-
tion of excellence and achievement continues. 
The academic focus of the school is clear.  All pupils 
study for GCSEs and A levels, with a curriculum 
spanning 24 subjects in the sixth form.  Every year 
a good number of pupils achieve places at Oxford 
and Cambridge, a high proportion get places at 
Russell Group universities (the top 24 UK universi-
ties) and 98 per cent of leavers go on to university or 
higher education. Throughout their school career, 
every pupil is helped to recognise and develop their 
academic strengths.  
Glenalmond pupils are encouraged to develop a 
spirit of academic enquiry and an interest in learn-
ing for its own sake as well as to secure good exam 
grades.  The William Bright Society at Glenalmond 
identifi es, promotes and develops academic ex-
cellence.  The school has a programme of visiting 
lecturers throughout the year and there are regular 
cultural and academic trips outside the school.
As well as developing academic potential, Glenal-
mond encourages its pupils in other areas too.  
More than 145 sports, activities, clubs and societies 
are on offer to the 400 girls and boys aged 12 to 
18. The school’s newly-refurbished theatre is the 
perfect setting for large-scale drama productions 
and Glenlamond’s many talented musicians per-
form across the country, many also performing with 
national choirs and youth orchestras. 
The school’s athlete development programme 
ensures that the school’s young sportsmen and 
women benefi t from the best coaching available, 
including Olympic swimming coach Gary Vander-
meulen, Young Coach of the Year James Ross for 
cricket and renowned Scottish youth coach David 
Stott for hockey. A partnership with Perthshire 
Rugby Football Club provides further opportunities 
for the school’s rugby players. 

The school is located just eight miles from Perth, on 
a stunning 300-acre rural campus. The environment 
inspires learning, provides freedom from distraction 
and provides the space, grounds and facilities for 
an outstanding range of extra-curricular activities.  
Scholarships and bursaries (up to 100 per cent) are 
available.
The ethos of Glenalmond is clear – to create an 
inspiring environment for young people to learn and 
grow. When pupils leave Glenalmond, they do so 
with confi dence and maturity, and with an attitude 
towards life that will enable them to realise their 
ambitions.

Founded a century ago, 
Strathallan School con-
tinues to thrive on the 
core values set out by 
our founder Harry Riley: 
“At Strathallan we aim 
to provide outstanding 
education, academic, 
social and extra-cur-
ricular elements, which 
give opportunities for all 
pupils to excel, develop-
ing their ability to benefi t 
themselves and others.”  
We believe that giving 
each pupil a chance 
to shine in something, 
gaining experience and 
confi dence to develop 
their talents along the 
way. Holding a strong 
reputation with an 
extensive portfolio of 
achievements, Strathal-
lan is known as a very 
high-quality boarding 
and day school, 
creating a wonderful 
environment to allow 
children to grow and 
develop. It is vital that 
the educational process 
provides a variety of 
opportunities to ensure 
pupils are equipped to 
deal with the challenges 

that will face them when 
they leave school. 
Certainly the location 
offers pupils every 
advantage:
•  Set in glorious coun-
tryside on a site of 153 
acres
•  Offering a safe and 
secure environment for 
children to grow and 
develop
•  Within 10 minutes of 
the City of Perth and 40 
minutes from the near-
est international airport
Key Facts:
•  The new refurbished 
Junior House is situated 
within its own campus, 
as well as enjoying the 
facilities of the main 
School
•  Senior Houses feature 
individual study-bed-
rooms for privacy. 
•  Wi-Fi internet access 
throughout the School
•  Extensive playing 
fi elds, Strength & 
Conditioning Centre, 
successful Tennis and 
Clay Pigeon Shooting 
Academies and a golf 
course are just some of 
the facilities on offer

•  Design Technology 
Centre and Art School
•  Over 55 activities to 
choose from weekly
•  A high percentage of 
boarders and therefore 
the School offers a pro-
gramme which spans 7 
days
•  All-encompassing 
School offering an all-
round education
•  No weekend exeats for 
Senior pupils - children 
can stay at School 
throughout the term 
only having to leave at 
half term or at the end 
of term.
We challenge our 
children, encouraging 
them to be as good 
as they can be.  It is 
a world where they 
make friends easily and 
where our staff ensure 
exceptional standards 
of care both within and 
beyond the classroom.  
Our pupils are nurtured, 
motivated and inspired; 
it is a home from home 
where they feel safe 
and happy and there-
fore excel in whatever 
they do.   

Strathallan School

Lomond School

Glenalmond College

inspiring learning

inspiring learning

inspiring learning

Scottish Charity 
SC006123

Discover
Discover Glenalmond College, a school with an 
unsurpassed tradition of helping each pupil make 
the most of their personal journey. A school which 
encourages each child to reach their academic potential 
while nurturing excellence in the classroom and beyond.
•  Full boarding environment benefits day pupils 

and boarders alike
• Girls and boys aged 12-18
• Outstanding pastoral care
• Fee assistance available (up to 100%)
•  300 acre countryside campus 8 miles from Perth

For further details: T: 01738 842144  
E: registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk
www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk

Lomond offers an edu-
cation that allows every 
student to explore 
their potential with the 
support and encour-
agement of teachers, 
peers and the wider 
Lomond community. 
We impart traditional 
values in our students 
while delivering access 
to the most up to date 
and effective methods 
of learning and teach-
ing, supported by con-

siderable investment in 
ICT.
We were one of the fi rst 
schools in the UK to 
integrate an iPad strat-
egy which has provided 
every student from P6 
to S6 with their own 
personal iPad. It is this 
mix of old and new that 
has created our unique 
character and allows 
us to produce dynamic 
individuals who face 
their future with confi -

dence, resilience and 
determination.
Our boarding provision 
adds a distinctive di-
mension to the school; 
the mix of cultures 
and backgrounds en-
riches our curriculum 
and co-curriculum, 
supporting all of our 
pupils to develop their 
global awareness and 
understanding. Like 
many independent 
schools we provide 

small class sizes, an 
extensive programme 
of extra-curricular ac-
tivities, attention to the 
individual and a strong 
record of academic 
achievement.
Whether they have 
lived locally all their 
lives or have joined us 
as boarders, Lomond 
students know how 
lucky they are to live 
in a small, safe coastal 
town only 10 minutes 

from Loch Lomond and 
the
Trossachs National 
Park. Our location 
makes us different and 
our students thrive in 
this environment which 
opens the door to new 
experiences, skills and 
talents to be explored. 
Join us at Open 
Morning on Saturday 
4th October 2014 from 
10am.  www.lomond-
school.com

Stewart’s Melville College is set in the heart of Edinburgh. 

Pupils at Glenalmond College. 

In the art department at Lomond School.

A Strathallan classroom.
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Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Highland Park 
12 years
Around £30
ABV 40%

Highland Park, 
from Orkney, is not 
a luxury - it is a 
necessity.
Anyone who has 
attended the New 
Year Day’s Baa 
will know the pits 
and turmoil of the 
day - and the only resolution for anyone 
over the age of 14 is a nip of Highland 
Park.
As the ‘player’ - uppies or doonies - fi ght 
for hours with the leather clad baa, watch-
ers celebrate the New Year with a wee 
dram or two.
Often after an hour or so, the competitors, 
with smoke rising from their exertions to 
take the baa to their end of the high street, 
will dip out of the ensuing scrum for a 
Highland Park.
The newsagent, just off the market place, 
sells the amber liquid with the peaty 
sweetness, at one of the best prices in the 
country.
Highland Park is to the Baa, what ice is to 
gin and tonic - necessary.
If you do make your way to Orkney, and I 
recommend that you do, enjoy a glass in 
the company of The Orcadian newspaper, 
a fi ne accompaniment to day-to-waste.
Highland Park is Mr Lee’s  Louise Lee 

THURSDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
Oban Art Society Exhibition, Army Cadet Centre, Tweeddale St, 10.30am-6pm
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7-8.30pm
Hollow Mountain Trio, Every Thursday, Barn Bar, Lerags, 8-11pm

FRIDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
Oban Art Society Exhibition, Army Cadet Centre, Tweeddale St, 10.30am-6pm

SATURDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 11.30-1pm
Dalmally Show, The Mart, Dalmally, All day
Oban Art Society Exhibition, Army Cadet Centre, Tweeddale St, 10.30am-6pm
Blas Festival, Bunessan Village Hall, Isle of Mull, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
ABCD Sponsored Walk, Lorn and Islands Hospital, 2pm
Craft Fayre, Every Sunday, Creagan Inn Appin, 12-5pm

MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER
Scottish Country Dancing Free Taster Class, Church of Scotland Centre, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, 8pm

TUESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7-8.30pm
Blas Festival, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER
Jean Urquhart/John Finnie MSPs, Referendum Q&A, Royal Hotel, Oban, 12-2pm
David Hayman in The Pitiless Storm, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

STREET performers, 
shinty players, choir singers 
and pipers were on hand 
last week to help Am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail (The 
Royal National Mòd), 
Scotland’s biggest Gaelic 
Cultural Festival, unveil the 
full programme for their 
biggest fringe in the event’s 
122 year history.  

A key Highland Home-

coming event, it will take 
place in Inverness from Fri-
day 10 to Saturday October 
18 there will be almost 70 
events taking place as part 
of the Fringe, alongside the 
competition based events.  

Starting with a torchlight 
procession from Inverness 
Castle to Eden Court on 
the Friday, there is an 
abundance of entertainment 

planned for the week in-
cluding concerts featuring 
Skipinnish, Cruinn and 
Skerryvore (plus many 
more), street theatre, the 
Shinty Mod Cup, meet the 
author events, pub music 
nights, children’s disco, 
come and try sessions and 
a ceilidh.  

Visit www.ancomunn.
co.uk for details.

Some of the acts which performed in Inverness last week.

Mòd 2015 full 
programme released

A FAMOUS wildlife cam-
eraman is to give the key-
note speech following the 
graduation of 14 students 
from Dunbeg’s Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science.

Acclaimed wildlife pho-
tographer and documentary 
cameraman, Doug Allan, 
will talk following the cer-
emony attended by the new 
principal of the University 
of Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) Professor Clive 
Mulholland, other UHI 
senior fi gures and members 
of SAMS board, including 
the chairman Michael Gib-

son, Angus Ross and Carol 
Phillips.

This year 10 undergrad-
uates, one masters student 
and three PhD students 
will graduate at SAMS on 
September 12.

Forty years ago Doug 
graduated from Stirling 
University with a degree 
in marine biology. Doug is 
now a specialist in under-
water, under ice and polar 
fi lm work with an impres-
sively extensive award list 
and the beauty of his work 
breath-taking.

 As well as talking at the 
graduation ceremony, Doug 

will be giving two public 
presentations showcasing 
his polar adventures with 
remarkable stories and 
images.

During those sessions 
there will be a chance to 
meet Doug, ask him ques-
tions and ask him to sign 
copies of his book ‘Freeze 
Frame: A wildlife camera-
man’s adventures of ice’.

The two presentations, 
on September 11 and 13 
are open to the public and 
tickets are available at 
SAMS’s visitor centre, the 
Ocean Explorer Centre in 
Dunstaffnage, and online. 

Presentations from wildlife 
cameraman at SAMSMotor-Fest

featuring
The Oban & District
Classic Vehicle Club
Guest Vehicles of all types

2 and 4 Wheel, Auto-jumble
Confirmed Ferrari 328GTS (red)

Blaize Pitch – Mossfield Stadium Oban
Sunday 21st September

1.00 – 4.00 (free event)
Please note 

Parrot’s Memorial Primary Shinty Competition
in Mossfield same afternoon 

THE LATEST in the series 
of concerts at the Victory 
Hall, Benderloch, is guitar 
duo Wingin’ It.

The award-winning band 
is made up of the talents 
of Adam Bulley and Chas 
Mackenzie. The duo won 

the Danny Kyle award at 
Celtic connections in 2005, 
their fi rst year together. 

Their fi rst release in 2007, 
Not Enough for An Album 
comprised four original 
tracks inspired by their 
experiments with rock pop 

and funk on the guitar. 
The new album has suf-

fi cient content to be called 
For the Many and they 
bring it to Benderloch on 
Friday September 12 at 8pm 
to the Victory Hall. 

Promoter Campbell 

Cameron said: ‘We have 
been trying to fi nd a date to 
suit the boys for ages. Now 
it’s happening we are de-
lighted and excited in equal 
measure. The discerning 
Benderloch crowd are in for 
a real treat.’

PREVIEW

WINGIN' IT:
Due to appear at Victory 

Hall, Benderloch.

Wingin’ It to play in the Victory Hall

KILMARTIN Museum has been successful in its bid for 
Strategic Investment funding from Museums Galleries 
Scotland – the national development body for the museum 
sector in Scotland.   

The funding will allow the museum to focus on interpre-
tation of the museum’s archaeological collection and the 
surrounding natural and cultural landscape.  

The current exhibition, put together when the museum 
fi rst opened, is more than 15 years old and is badly in need 
of updating.  

Many new artefacts have been discovered from all over 
Argyll in the last 10 years and are cared for by the museum, 
but there is currently nowhere for them to be displayed.  

Amongst these artefacts is a 4,000-year-old footed food 
vessel, the fi rst of its kind to be found in Scotland, as well 
as one of the oldest examples of beaker pottery found in 
Britain.  

Food vessels and beaker pottery was often placed in 
graves with the deceased during the Bronze Age – a period 
for which Kilmartin’s archaeology is world renowned.  

In addition, new research conducted over the last decade 
or so has changed the way that archaeologists understand 
the prehistory of the area and so the Museums Galleries 
Scotland funding will enable the museum to showcase these 
unique artefacts and to tell the exciting stories of the people 
who made and used them.

In addition to aiming to improve the permanent exhibition 
of prehistory and early history, the museum also aims to 

broaden the story into the medieval period and to include 
natural heritage.  

Museum director Sharon Webb said: ‘As well as really im-
portant archaeology, the area has a wealth of internationally 
important natural habitats and the story of the natural world 
is so closely linked to the story of the people who have lived 
here over thousands of years, it makes sense to tell them in 
one place.’

Creating a temporary exhibition space is also on the 
agenda and the project will continue to develop existing 
partnerships with creative organisations and artists as well 
as develop new partnerships to explore the many exciting 
opportunities for the new gallery.

Developing and creating this new exhibition and tempo-
rary space will require more funding and looking at ways 
that this can be raised is another important element to the 
project.  Museum staff and trustees will be able to put in 
place the practical fundraising recommendations made by 
fundraising consultant Elaine Carmichael who produced 
a strategy as part of another Museums Galleries Scotland 
funded project which came to an end in May this year.

Development administrative offi cer, Kay Owen said: ‘We 
are delighted that Museums Galleries Scotland has awarded 
the museum this highly sought after grant.  

‘As an independent charity, fundraising and offering an 
exciting and interesting visitor experience are key areas to 
address in order to safeguard Kilmartin Museum and its 
important collection for the future.’

Kilmartin Museum secures 
investment funding
Improving museum gallery now on the agenda

DATED: The museum has been given funding to update its current museum display
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COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £15.71

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
• Medea (12A)  
Medea is a wife and a mother. For the 
sake of her husband, Jason, she’s left 
her home and borne two sons in exile. 
But when he abandons his family for 
a new life, Medea faces banishment 
and separation from her children. 
Cornered, she begs for one day’s 
grace. It’s time enough. She exacts 
an appalling revenge and destroys 
everything she holds dear.
• The House Of Magic (U)
Adorable abandoned ginger cat 
Thunder is seeking shelter from 
a storm when he tumbles into a 
creepy old house. This is the home of 
retired magician Lawrence, aka ‘The 
Illustrious Lorenzo’! He shares it with 
a menagerie of beasts and a whole 
host of amazing automatons. Ginger 
isn’t popular with some of the other 
residents, especially Maggie the mouse 
and Jack the rabbit. But their plans 
to get rid of him take a back seat 
when Lawrence’s scheming nephew 
Daniel tries to trick him into selling 
their home. Now everyone must band 
together to scare any prospective 
purchasers! This is a fun-packed 
family adventure.

• Into The Storm (12A) 
An unprecedented barrage of 
tornadoes devastates an American 
town in this spectacular disaster 
movie. A perfect storm of extreme 
weather events ravages the town 
of Silverton. Tornado after tornado 
rips buildings asunder and terrifies 
the population. But storm trackers 
predict that the worst of these deadly 
cyclones is yet to come. The majority 
of townsfolk seek shelter wherever 
they can, battening down the hatches. 
But for professional storm chasers 
and amateur thrill-seekers alike, this 
unprecedented assault presents the 
opportunity of a lifetime. Director 
Steven Quale takes us right into the 
heart of Mother Nature’s fury.
• Lucy (15) 
Scarlett Johansson stars in a 
breathtaking action-thriller about 
a woman who accidentally develops 
superhuman powers. In Taiwan, 
terrified young American Lucy is 
abducted by a gang of brutal drug 
traffickers. Telling her that she is to 
become their mule, they sew packets 
of narcotics into her stomach. But 
when these leak into her bloodstream, 
Lucy undergoes an astonishing 
transformation. As her brain becomes 

supercharged, she quickly acquires 
incredible strength, vast intellectual 
capacity and amazing telekinetic 
powers. These allow her to turn the 
tables on her captors. The rapidly 
evolving Lucy then reaches out to 
academic Professor Norman (Morgan 
Freeman), who theorises that we use 
only 10% of our mental capacity. But 
what will happen to her when she 
reaches 100%?
• The Rover (15)
An intense crime thriller set in a 
lawless future Australia. A decade 
after “the collapse”, the Australian 
outback has become a wild, anarchic 
place populated by armed, angry 
and desperate men. When loner Eric 
(Guy Pearce) stops for a drink at a 
dilapidated roadside bar, a speeding 
pickup truck containing three armed 
robbers spins out of control. The trio - 
American Henry, New Zealander Caleb 
and Australian Archie - promptly 
steal Eric’s sedan and burn rubber. 
He sets off in hot pursuit, traversing 
a parched, detritus-strewn landscape 
until he runs across the wounded 
fourth member of the gang: Henry’s 
slow-witted brother, Rey (Robert 
Pattinson). 

         
   Planes: Fire & Rescue Thurs 4th 13.30, 15.30 3D, 18.30

Sin City: A Dame To Kill For Thurs 4th 21.00
Million Dollar Arm Thurs 4th  16.00 
The Unbeatables Thurs 4th 13.00 3D
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE   Medea  Thurs 4th 19.00
The House Of Magic  Fri 5th 13.00,15.30 3D Sat 6th 13.00 3D, 15.30
 Sun 7th 13.00, 15.30 3D  Mon 8th 13.00 3D, 15.30
 Tues 9th 13.00, 15.30 3D  Wed 10th 13.00 3D,15.30
 Thurs 11th 13.00, 15.30 3D
Into The Storm Fri 5th 13.00, 18.00, 21.00 Sat 6th 15.30, 18.30, 20.30
 Sun 7th 13.00, 18.00, 21.00 Mon 8th 15.30, 18.30, 20.30
 Tues 9th 13.00, 18.00, 21.00 Wed 10th 15.30, 18.30, 20.30
 Thurs 11th 13.00, 18.00, 21.00
Lucy Fri 5th 15.30 Sun 7th 15.30  
 Mon 8th 13.00 Tues 9th 15.30  
 Wed 10th 13.00 Thurs 11th 15.30
The Rover Fri 5th 18.30, 20.30 Sat 6th 18.00, 21.00
 Sun 7th 18.30, 20.30 Mon 8th 18.00, 21.00
 Tues 9th 18.30, 20.30 Wed 10th 18.00, 21.00
 Thurs 11th 18.30, 20.30
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THIS WEEK’S 
LISTINGS
MONDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast 
Show, 0900 Monday 
Morning With Andy 
and Stephen, 1100 
Molly Black, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim 
Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 
Rosie's Highland 
Fling, 2000 John 
McLuckie's Show, 
2100 David Cullen, 
2200 Americano 
Show with Michelle
TUESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show 
with Maggie May, 
1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are 

Made of This with Ken 
Hunter, 1330 The Quiz 
with Danni Hay, 1500 
Lesley Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive-
time with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish 
with  Archie Cameron, 
2000 Highest Praise 
with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 
Northern Soul with 
Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish 
(repeat), 1000 Com-
fort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine 
Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell and 
Coll, 1900 Country 
Meets Rock with Len 

& Ken, 2100 Gordon’s 
Grooves
THURSDAY:
0800 Maggie May’s 
Carousel, 1100, 
Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Gordon Covey, 
1700 Drivetime with 
DJ Taz, 1900 Chris-
tine’s Collection, 2100 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 
Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:
0800 Jean Ainsley 
Breakfast Show, 1000 
Teeny and Tiny Show,  
1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 
Weekend Warmup 
with Ian Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 
1845 Sports View, 
1900 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie 

Craig, 2000 Friday 
Night with Innes, 
2100 TFI Friday with 
Jim Lawn
SATURDAY:
0900 Maggie’s 
Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 
Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crowsher, 
1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 
Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave 
Lewis
SUNDAY:
0900 Sunday Morning 
with Breege, 1100 
- 1400 Allan, 1630 
Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 1900 
New Country Show 
with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass 
with Graham Scott

Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at

www.obanfm.com
y��� loc�� ra�i� sta�i��
For requests, competitions or questions please 

email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or
call us on 01631 570057

Oban FM Community Radio, 132 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT

Towering above the rest

SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING

TASTER CLASS
(free)

Monday 8th Sept, 8pm
Church of Scotland 
Centre, Glencruitten 

Road, Oban
Contact Liz Allen

01631 710845

KILMALLIE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, CORPACH

Buttons and Bows
Saturday 20 Sept, 7.30pm

Band lead by Bruce 
Lindsey includes talented 

accordionists, fi ddlers, singers
Tickets £7 incl tea & biscuits
Contact Bobby Henderson 

01397 700268

Buttons and Bows

KILMALLIE COMMUNITY 

Buttons and Bows

Oban Salvation 
Army Community 

Church Centre 
Tel: 01631 563652 or 

07501 655 954

Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons drop-in from 12 to 4pm 
for “Tools and Tea” in The Shed - our free community workshop.

Friday afternoons 2-4pm we have Stitch’n’Time; an opportunity to learn new 
craft skills or share your expertise with others. All ages and abilities are 
welcome.

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdays from 12-2pm, Oban AA Afternoon Group.

Tuesdays 7.30 to 8.30pm and Fridays 11am to 1pm - Inside Out; a support 
group for anyone affected by imprisonment.

Sundays at 11am, worship and fellowship in the hall. 

We usually keep a supply of sleeping bags and tinned food and welcome 
donations of tents and tins to help us support those sleeping rough.

Registered charity no: 214779
Scotland SCO09259

Wool festival feedback wanted
ORGANISERS of the successful Woolfèis: Fèis Cothlam, 
held in July in Benderloch is looking for some feedback on 
this year’s event.

The group is also looking for ideas for next year’s event.
One of the organisers Jill Bowis, said: ‘We so deeply 

appreciate everyone’s hard work and participation this year.
‘It was a great atmosphere, and such a giving environment. 

That is all down to the people who came and made it such 
a success. 

‘We know we can improve, and need your help to make 
that happen.’

A survey has been set up on line for comments at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/265RBMK.

Somerled and the fall of the west 
IN THE summer of 1164 Somerled, King of The Isles, 
brought an enormous fl eet into the Firth of Clyde.   

The ensuing battle at the Ness of Renfrew was a major 
turning point in the history of the Clyde, the Inner Hebrides, 
and Glasgow.  

Somerled was killed, his kingdom was divided and the 
Clyde coast was gradually absorbed into the kingdom of the 
Scots.  

Renfrewshire Local History Forum is celebrating this 
turning point in the history of the west by inviting histo-
rians and archaeologists to explore the culture, churches, 
and ships of the west coast and the mystery surrounding 
Somerled’s death. 

A conference will be held at Renfrew Town Hall on Sat-
urday October 4.  For details and booking, see the forum’s 
website at www.rlhf.info. 

THE SKYE Festival or Fèis 
an Eilein created one of the 
busiest times in the cultural 
calendar of the island. 

By the time the pro-
gramme came to an end 
this week, more than 84 
different events had taken 
place in the Sleat peninsula. 

A total of 1,940 tickets 
were sold to the 25 main 
seated events and more than 
2,000 more people came 
to the various exhibitions, 
walks, minibus tours and 
cafes collectively put on by 
the community.

‘We were delighted to 
resurrect the festival,’ said 
organiser Duncan Mac-
Innes. 

‘We tried to bring the 
two week festival to an end 
in 2008, but it obviously 
wanted to live on, so this 
year we brought it back for 
two months. 

‘Apart from our own 
events, we offered free 
marketing and support for 
anyone else who wished to 
be involved in Sleat. 

‘We were also delighted to 
work alongside Visit Sleat, 
Gaelic college Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, other community 
led activities, particularly 
in Tarskavaig and Ardvasar 
Hall, and the Highlands 
Seashore Festival.’

The range of events was 
very wide with 10 major 
traditional music concerts, 
including sell-out night for 
the World Premier of Mary 
Ann Kennedy’s Aiseag; 
four big names in world 
traditional music and the 
whole of the National Youth 

Jazz Orchestra of Scotland.
Surprises included Glenn 

Tilbrook of Squeeze and the 
last minute gathering of 120 
fi ddlers under the control of 
Alasdair Fraser, fi lling the 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig foyer. 

The local Mikado produc-
tion was also sold out for 
two nights as were smaller 
musical events in Tarska-
vaig Hall and a house party 
in Ord.

As well as the regular art 
exhibitions in Talla Dearg, 
the festival supported the 
week-long Made in Sleat 
exhibition, and sponsored 
The Replica Hearth's quirky 
Yeti Museum. 

Film also became a major 
part of the programme, 
screening ‘Seachd’ which 
had not been seen for a few 
years and the Skye Bridge 
fi lm. 

The festival also support-
ed the fi rst screenings of 
Bannan to more than 200 
people. A strong Africa link 
also emerged, following 
a Commonwealth Games 
sponsored visit from four 
musicians from Lesotho, 
who also connected with the 
local Trash the Orchestra 
project. 

It was fi tting that the fi nal 
night was the fi lm The For-
gotten Kingdom, a beautiful 
story from the mountains of 
Lesotho.

As someone wrote from 
the north of Skye, ‘I only 
wished I lived a wee bit 
closer, I have loved the di-
versity on the programme of 
events. Certainly something 
for everyone’. 

Island’s festival a 
highlight of the 
summer

REVIEW

THE GREAT Book of 
Skye, containing portraits 
of more than 550 people 
connected with the island, 
over 600 pages, will be 
available at the Isle of Skye 
Book Festival at Aros, Por-
tree for the fi rst time today 
(Thursday).

The collaboration between 
two Gaelic-speaking men 
who live on Skye, Norman 
Macdonald and Cailean 
Maclean has become The 
Great Book of Skye.

The fusion of their 
learning, training, research 
and photographic abilities 
brings the strands of the 
islands’ past together to 
present a richly illustrated 
and original portrayal.

The book is the most 
comprehensive study ever 
undertaken of the people of 
the Isle of Skye, their fam-
ilies and their connections 
with other places. Ranging 
across the generations, its 
detailed focus on the past 
two centuries gives it an 
enthralling appeal to all 
interested in Scotland’s 
islands and their quality of 
being powerfully and mys-
teriously fascinating across 
the world today.

Compiled from local and 
national resources, oral 
and written, its medley of 
themes makes it of interest 
to the scholar as well as to 
the person who wishes to 
fi nd out about the ordinary, 
and the not so ordinary, 
people of North and West 
Scotland and their kin.  

While written from 
the point of view of the 
island the authors believe it 

touches all the Highlands, 
demonstrating how much 
people travelled for reasons 
of family, work and educa-
tion. 

Perhaps the best-remem-
bered Argyll-associated 
name is John Maclean, a 
native of the Isle of Raasay, 
educated in Portree and at 
Edinburgh and Cambridge 
universities. 

At the age of 40, he was 
appointed rector of Oban 
High School in 1950 and 
remained until 1966 when 
he retired due to ill health. 

His time at the school was 
distinguished by the high 
standards which he set, and 
his inspiration to his pupils 
leading to many going on to 
senior posts in business and 
academia. 

Before his appointment 
to Oban, John Maclean 
was a teacher of Classics 
at the Royal High School 
in Edinburgh and held the 
post of Principal Teacher of 
Classics at Inverness Royal 
Academy and was then 
appointed HM Inspector 
of Schools in 1944. He 
translated classical texts 
such as Homer’s Odyssey 
into Gaelic, as Odusseia 
Homair (1976) and The 
Great Book of Skye argues 
for the need for a bibliog-
raphy of his wide range of 
publications and recorded 
materials, including that 
archived by the Tobair an 
Dualchais website project 
and many articles published 
in the Gaelic magazines An 
Gaidheal and Gairm. John 
Maclean died in September 
1970.

Skye book reveals 
characters behind 
the island

JOHN MACLEAN: The Raasay native was Rector of Oban 
High School from 1950 until 1966

REV DONALD MACCALLUM: The Craignish-born clergy-
man who was a crofting activist and became Chairman of 

the Skye Land League 

ARDBEG, the fi rst whisky 
ever in space, will re-enter 
the earth’s atmosphere on 
Friday September 12, after 
nearly three years orbiting 
the globe aboard the Inter-
national Space Station.  

A pioneering research 
experiment by the Islay dis-
tillery, the expedition will 
allow scientists to decipher 
the impact gravity has on 
the whisky maturation 
process for the fi rst time. 

Having blasted off from 
earth in 2011, the precious 
vial of the spirit has been 
on a galactic journey – one 
destined to change the 
whisky industry forever.

Specially designed for the 
mission, the vial of Ardbeg 
has been orbiting the earth’s 
atmosphere at 17,227 miles 
per hour, 15 times a day for 
1,045 days.   

At the same time an 
identical vial had a slightly 
easier journey, housed at 
the Ardbeg Distillery on 
the island  to act as a control 
sample.  

It is the fi rst study of its 
kind and the two samples 
will now be reunited in 
a laboratory in Houston, 
Texas for an experiment 
researchers believe could 
change the future of whisky 
production.  

Scientists will compare 
the vials, examining the 
interaction of the Ard-
beg-crafted molecules with 
charred oak to document 
what differences occur 
between earth whisky and 
space whisky.

Dr Bill Lumsden, Ard-
beg’s director of distilling 
and whisky creation, will 
lead the research, working 
alongside Ardbeg’s space 
partners – US-based space 
research company Nano-
Racks LLC.

Considered one of the 
leading innovators in the 
whisky industry, and a 
bio-chemist by trade, Dr 
Lumsden explained: ‘Ard-
beg is known for taking 
risks in its development of 
some of the most coveted 
whiskies in the world, so 
it is fi tting that it is the fi rst 
distillery ever in space. 

‘We are now close to 
the end, close to fi nding 
answers to something 
previously unknown which 
is truly exciting.

‘This is one small step for 
man but one giant leap for 
whisky, and the team hope 
to uncover how fl avours de-
velop in different gravita-
tional conditions – fi ndings 
which could revolutionise 
the whisky-making pro-
cess.

‘We hope to shine new 
light on the effect of gravity 
on the maturation process 
but who knows where it 
will lead us? It could be to 
infi nity and beyond.’

The single malt will land 
back on solid ground in 
Kazakhstan aboard the 
Soyuz-U rocket on Friday 
September 12, before being 
whisked away to Houston 
to begin the analysis of its 
space odyssey. 

The fi nal white paper with 
the full research fi ndings 
will be published in 2015 
once all testing is complete.

To celebrate Ardbeg’s 
journey – where no whisky 
has ever gone before – the 
distillery is releasing a new 
expression of its peatiest 
single malt: the sold out, 
highly sought-after Super-
nova. Aptly named after a 
super bright explosion of 
a star, Ardbeg Supernova 
2014 is bottled at 55 per 
cent ABV and will go on 
sale on September 12. 

Ground control 
to Major Dram

SUPERNOVA: Ardbeg back from space

A  WOMAN who broke her 
camera just before the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering games 
day in Oban, decided to 
pick up her pencil to record 
her memories of the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering instead 
of taking photographs.

Christine Smith, of Heb-
den Bridge, enjoyed the day 
so much she didn’t want to 
forget what she was seeing, 
so she made detailed draw-
ings of the event.

Dancers, weight lifters, 
caber athletes and piping 
judges all feature in the 
sketches.

The 59-year-old is much 

more used to playing in her 
folk band than drawing, 
and says she hasn’t made 
sketches before. 

She decided to make the 
drawings as she didn't want 
to rush into buying a new 
camera while she was on 
holiday in the Oban area. 

Christine said: ‘What I 
realised when I was draw-
ing was that I was able to 
really study what was going 
on and I think I understand 
what was going on because 
of that. In some ways the 
sketches manage to capture 
the events better than a 
camera could.’

Yes, No or Undecided
Put your questions about the 

referendum to
JEAN URQUHART and 

JOHN FINNIE
your independent MSPs for 

the Highlands & Islands
Royal Hotel, Argyll 

Square, Oban, 12-2pm
Wednesday 10th Sept

ALL WELCOME!

Holidaymaker 
captures atmosphere 
of Oban games - but 
not with a camera

ILLUSTRATIONS: Christine Smith quickly sketched judges, pipers dancers, and heavy events at the Argyllshire 
Gathering last Thursday  

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

STRINGS: One of the musical performances that took 
place during the festival Photo: Seall
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AN ACOUSTIC song-
stress has been plucked 
from obscurity to play 
this year’s Best of the 
West festival after the 
Duchess of Argyll 
watched her perform on 
a YouTube video.

Freya Giles, 29, from 
Glasgow, was taking 
part in Caledonian 
MacBrayne’sCalMac 
Culture competition, 
held at King Tut’sWah-
Wah Hut, where per-
formers competed for a 
spot on the HebCelt and 
Tiree Music Festival 
bills.  

The evening was being 
streamed online when 
the Duchess, Eleanor 
Campbell, tuned in and 
was blown away by her 
performance.

MAIN ATTRACTIONS: 
Skerryvore (far left) and 
Capercaillie (below)

OPENING: Freya (left) will 
play on the music stage at 
Best of the West. 

Thursday 4 September, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Inveraray Castle Best of the West Festival 13th & 14th September 2014 Sat:11:00-19:30 Sun:11:00-18:30

She said:  “When 
Freya took to the stage 
and began singing, I 
knew I had to have her 
at Best of the West.  Her 
voice was so beautiful 
and exactly the sort of 
folky sound you would 
fi nd at the festival.  We 
have a huge span of 
artists; from trad bands, 
to Gaelic singers, to 
acoustic sets.  Freya 
blends a number of 
genres with her songs 
and seemed a perfect fi t.  
I immediately sought 
to get her added to the 
lineup.”

After receiving a 
phone call asking her to 
perform, Freya was all 
too happy to accept. 

She said: “It was so 
surreal to answer my 
phone only to be told 
that the Duchess of 
Argyll wanted me to 
perform at her festival.  
I had to take a few 
minutes to process what 
was happening but, of 
course, I said yes.  It’s 
an amazing opportunity 
and I’m so grateful for 
the chance to play at one 
of Scotland’s best loved 

festivals.”
Best of the West takes 

place on Saturday 13 and 
Sunday 14of September 
in Inveraray.   Set in the 
grounds of Inveraray 
Castle, the festival cel-
ebrates all that is great 
about the West Coast of 
Scotland.  It is targeted 
at families looking for a 
day out, with free kids 
activities including laser 
blast, archery, fl y fi shing 
and bouncy castles.  For 
adults, there is the Loch 
Fyne Whisky Bar, with 
17 of the area’s fi nest 
distilleries available to 
sample.  There will also 
be food and drink avail-
able from such vendors 
as Loch Fyne, Food 
from Argyll and Fyne 
Ales, as well as 121 mu-
sic acts, including Skip-
innish, Capercaillie and 
Skerryvore performing 
over the weekend. 

Freya will play on 
the Main Stage on the 
Sunday, opening for one 
of her favourite bands, 
Skippinish.

She said: “Playing 
before a band I have 
listened to and who have 

infl uenced me for many 
years is such a strange 
feeling.  I’m nervous 
but more excited to be 
able to perform in front 
of such a great crowd as 
Skippinish fans.”

As the fi nal touches 
are put to the festival, 
The Duchess of Argyll 
is certain it’ll be the fes-
tival’s biggest year yet.

She said: “We are 
thrilled so many local 
vendors are taking 
part and that the music 
lineup is bursting with 
both well-known and as 
up-and-coming talent.  
Having Freya added to 
the bill further shows 
just how much talent the 
West Coast of Scotland 
has and how important 
it is to celebrate it.”

Tickets are still availa-
ble for the festival, with 
combined tickets and 
travel from Dunoon, 
Oban or Glasgow with 
West Coast Tours.  For 
details of bus packages, 
please visit: www.
bow fes t .co.u k ht t p: //
www.westcoast tours.
co.uk /great-days-out /
bowfest-2014.

Contact sheila@fynepreserves.com.

Range of diabetic conserves and chutneys and 
unique marmalades handmade in Argyll.

Ingredients are sourced locally where possible.  
No additives and gluten free. No minimum order. 

Now taking email orders.

Fyne PreservesFyne Preserves

see you at BOWFEST

Organic biscuits from Mull 
available from the best shops & cafes in Argyll

www.islandbakery.co.uk
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John Deere 6220 SE, 2004, c/w John Deere 631 loader, 
90hp, shuttle box, telescopic PUH,  .............................................................. £21,495
Massey Ferguson 5455, 2004, c/w Massey Ferguson 845 loader, 
95hp, shuttle box, 40K,  air con,  ................................................................. £21,495
New Holland TL90, 2004, c/w Howard FX loader, 4ft muck fork,   ................. £18,495
Kubota ME9000, 2006, 4wd, Chilton MX loader, 5 ft 4 in 1 bucket, 
ex council tractor only 2260 hours, 93HP,  .................................................... £18,495
Massey Ferguson 4245, 1998, 85 hp, 4140 recorded hours, speed shift with 40k, . £14,995
Manitou Mani reach MLT 629, 120 turbo, 2003, 6M reach, 2.9 ton lift, 
pallet forks, PUH, front and rear spool,  ........................................................ £14,495
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, aircon, 1 owner,  ........................................ £12,995
New Holland 7840, 4WD, 1995, 16 speed with 40k, 90HP,  .......................... £12,495
Zetor 6340E, 1999, 4wd, c/w traclift loader, 75hp, 4514 hours recorded, .......£11,995
Massey Ferguson 399, 4wd, 1994, 6 cylinder Perkins, 100Hp approx, 
12/12 shuttle box,  ...................................................................................... £10,995
Massey Ferguson 6150, 4wd, 1995, Dynashift, 2 spools, Air con,  .................. £10,795
Deutz Fahr DX 3.70, c/w Quickie 3360 Loader/4wd, 1988, 76 hp,
manual transmission,  .................................................................................... £9,995
Kubota L3600 4WD, 1994, M348VFS, c/w Kubota LA680 loader, 
39HP, shuttle box, turf tyres  ...........................................................................£9995
Case 4230 XL, 1995, 4wd, 85 hp front linkage fitted 
at cost of approx £2000, front spools,  ......................................................... £10,495
Case 995 Grassland Special, Turbo XL Cab, 1994,85hp,  ...................................£9795
Case 4230, c/w Quickie 2230 loader/, 2wd, 1994, 84hp,  ................................£7795
Terex Benford HD100, 1 Ton Hi Tip Articulated dumper, 2005,  .........................£5595
David Brown 1490 2wd, c/w David Brown Loader,  ..........................................£5995
Massey Ferguson 550 2wd, 1977, c/w MF80 loader/ 4ft bucket  ......................£5595
Massey Ferguson 290 2wd, c/w Massey Ferguson loader/, ideal restoration  ..... £4995
Volvo EB55B Pro, Excavator, 2007, 5.5Ton, Quick hitch, air con,  ................... £16,495 
JCB 8025 ZTS, Excavator, 2009, only 1400 hours, rubber tracks,  .................. £15,495
Kubota KX161-3, Excavator, 2005, 5 Ton, rubber tracks, ............................... £14,995 
JCB 801.8, 2007, Mini Digger, ex council, 3 buckets, expanding tracks,  ........... £9,995 
JCB 8016, 2007, Mini Digger, 1300 hours, rubber tracks,  ................................£8995 
JCB 8016, 2007, Mini Digger, 1600 hours, rubber tracks,  ................................£8995 
Hanix H08B, Micro Digger, 0.8 Ton, c/w 2 buckets,  .........................................£6995 

QUADS& ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. Good selection of 

used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

WANTED
Landrover Defenders 

from 1990 – 2012
 All Japanese pickups 

2 or 4 WD Toyota, 
Landcruisers, Hilux,

Mot’d or not
All models required

Contact 
James 

07500603068 
or 07875671994

Last week a number of my more energetic 
NFU Scotland colleagues took part in the 
gruelling RSABI Great Glen Challenge.

This unique event, sponsored for the 
second time by leading law fi rm Led-
ingham Chalmers Solicitors saw a variety 
of teams from across the Scottish agricul-
tural and rural business sectors complete 
a very demanding 63km course from 
Invermoriston to Neptune’s Staircase at 
Fort William. 

Competitors, in teams of four plus 
a support member, cycled, kayaked, 
walked and ran their way through the 
Great Glen against the clock, aiming to 
win the race but also to be triumphant 
in the battle for the highest fundraising 
total. A team from NFU Mutual Stirling 
were crowned winners after beating 21 
other teams – many congratulations to 
David Lyle and his team for such a great 
achievement. The second placed team 
was Lambing Live and in third Davidson 
& Robertson Rural.

All the teams taking part were raising 
funds for the Royal Scottish Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution (RSABI), Scotland’s 
rural charity, and to date the fantastic sum 
of more than £35,000 has been collected. 
Whilst NFUM have won the physical chal-
lenge, the fundraising race is not yet over 
and donations can still be made at www.
virginmoneygiving.com/charities/RSABI.

So, if you want to support the NFU 
Scotland teams, which battled against the 
elements through the Great Glen, please 
make a donation and help raise funds for a 
very worthwhile cause. 

Current leaders in the fi nancial stakes 
are, perhaps unsurprisingly, four teams 
entered from Royal Bank of Scotland. If 
you attended this year’s Royal Highland 
Show you may have seen RBS staff, 
the Scottish Young Farmers and guests, 
including a number of familiar faces from 
NFU Scotland, starting the fund raising 
by cycling and rowing on stationery 
machines on the RBS stand. 

All the teams made a fantastic effort 
and I am particularly proud of my NFUS 
colleagues who took part, all of who were 
dedicated to raising funds for RSABI. For 
those who are maybe not aware, RSABI 
is the Scottish charity which provides 
fi nancial assistance, support and advice 
in confi dence to those people who have 
worked in Scotland in land-based occupa-
tions and who are suffering hardship.

RSABI also runs a telephone helpline 
service which offers the farming and 
land-based community a stress-support 
service. The dedicated number is 0300 
111 4166 and lines are open from 9am to 
5pm Monday to Friday. 

It is important to remember why RSABI 
exists and as a charity they are continu-
ously working to ensure that they reach 
people in need of assistance.  RSABI 
would like people to come forward and 
put them in contact with anyone who 
could benefi t from help. Contact:  www.
rsabi.org.uk or 0131 472 4166. A big thank 
you to the sponsors and everyone who 
supported the event, and I guess I should 
go in to training now in order to take part 
next year.

Lucy Sumsion. NFU Scotland Regional 
Manager covering Argyll & the Islands, 
including Arran, gives an overview of 
current issues in the region

Farming Focus

TO ADVERTISE IN THE OBAN TIMES 
FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT 

ON 01631 568000

DALMALLY
UNITED Auctions held its third sale of all classes of lambs and 
sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart on Saturday August 30 where 
2,654 head of all classes was sold. 
Again, the entry of lambs consisted mainly of hill type lambs which 
met with a sound trade and sold to a very strong ringside of buyers 
from throughout the country. 
The entry of lambs sold to a top of £63.50 for a pen of cross lambs 
consigned by Peter Kennedy, Lephinkill, Glendaruel. 
The entry of lambs sold to average £44.64 per head for all breeds 
and 154.22 pence per kilo against £46.09 & 156.81 pence per kilo 
at the corresponding sale last year and with an increased entry of 
over 500 lambs.
Top prices per head:
LAMBS: SUFFx: £58.00 – Glenshellach: £56.00 – Blarmafoldach. 
TEXx: £63.00 – Ormsary Farmers: £58.50 – Glenshellach: £57.00 – 
Sallachry: £56.00 – Ormsary Farmers. CHEVx: £59.00 – 15 Cleat, 
Barra: £58.50 – Barguillean Farm. CROSS: £63.50 – Lephinkill 
Farm: £58.00 – Garraron & Melfort Farms: £57.50 – Innischeroch: 
£56.50 – Lephinkill Farm. BF: £50.50 – Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay: 
£49.00 – Glenfeochan Estate: £46.00 – Kiloran Farmers: £42.00 
– Scallasaig, Colonsay: £40.50 – Balnahard, Colonsay: £40.00 – 
Tullochcan.
EWES: TEXx: £55.50 & £40.00 – Barguillean Farm. CHEVx: 
£45.00 – 15 Cleat, Barra. CROSS: £65.50 & £51.00 – Barguillean 
Farm. BF: £35.00 – Shielling, Barra.
Top prices per kilo:
LAMBS: SUFFx:  176p – Glenshellach. TEXx: 178p – Barbreck 
Farm: 177p – Ormsary Farmers: 174p – Balnahard, Colonsay: 170p 
– 83 Borve, Barra. CHEVx: 176p – Barguillean Farm: 168p – Rhy-
nachulaig: 166p – Barguillean Farm: 163p – 75 Borve, Castlebay 
& Balnahard, Colonsay: 162p – 15 Ardmhor, Barra. CROSS: 171p 
– Innishcheroch: 170p – Boorach Beg: 169p – Blarmafoldach and 
Garraron & Melfort Farms. BF: 156p – Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay 
: 151p – Glenfeochan Estate : 150p – Tullochcan : 149p – Kiloran 
Farmers : 148p – Tullochcan and Scallasaig, Colonsay : 142p – 
Balantyre Farm Partnership, Balnahard, Colonsay, Succoth & 
Braes of Ardeonaig : 140p – Castle Estate.

ISLAY
A TOTAL of 326 head were sold at United Auctions’ annual show 
and sale of suckled calves on Friday at Islay auction mart.
An excellent show of quality bred animals were on offer and 
although values failed to reach last year’s levels, sellers were 
satisfi ed with their returns on the day.  
Judging the various classes in the show prior to the sale was Dun-
can Low, Pittenkerrie, Glassel and the following were his awards:  
Bullock Calf:  1 Ardbeg – Limousin £1360 to M/s J Maxwell & Son, 
Halket Leathes, Castle Douglas;  2 Neriby – Limousin £1265 to M/s 
W & A Henderson, Kettlehill, By Glasgow;  3 Lossit - £1055 to M/s 
Watt, Cairntack, Aberdeen.
Heifer Calf:  1 and 2  Starchmill – Limousin £1065 to M/s W & J 
Henderson, Carswadda, Dumfries;  3 Ardnave – Blonde £1085 to 
Duncan Low, Pittenkerrie.
Champion Calf and the William A Low Memorial Trophy – Ardbeg 
– Limousin Bullock.
Reserve Champion – Starchmill – Limousin Heifer.  

The overall average for the bullocks was £943.60 or 233.53 pence 
per kilo (£969.59 and 243.7 pence per kilo last year). 
The overall average for the heifers was £804.77 or 211.06 pence 
per kilo (£826.65 and 219.88 pence per kilo last year).
Top prices per head:
BULLOCKS: AAx: £985 – Tallant; BAx: £1205 – Ardnave; CHARx: 
£1,185 – Tallant: £1,115 – Claggan: £1,075 – Ballimartin: £1055 – 
Claggan: £1,035 and £1,005 – Tallant.
LIMx: £1,360 – Ardbeg: £1,265 – Neriby: £1,250 – Ardbeg: 
£1,205 – Neriby: £1,185 – Kilchiaran & Neriby(2): £1,165 – Neriby: 
£1,155(5) – Ardbeg: £1,115 – Ardbeg (3) and Starchmill: £1,105(8) 
– Ardbeg: £1,085 – Ballimartin (4) & Claggan: £1,055 – Lossit (3) 
and Blackrock: £1,045(2) – Neriby : £1035 – Ballimartin(3) & Kilchi-
aran(2) : £1,025 – Claggan (2), Neriby (3) & Lossit: £1,015 – Ardbeg 
(4), Claggan and Ardbeg (3): £1,005 – Lossit (4), Claggan & Neriby 
(2): £995 – Kilchiaran (3) and Starchmill.
BRBx: £1,155 & £965 – Ardbeg.
HEIFERS: BAx: £1,085 – Ardnave; CHARx: £945(2) – Ballimartin. 
LIMx: £1,125 – Ballimartin: £1,065 (2) – Starchmill: £985 – Lossit: 
£945 – Kilchiaran: £935 – Kilchiaran: £905 – Starchmill (2)and 
Lossit (2): £900 (3) – Ardbeg. LUING: £785 (4), £740 (3), £735 (3), 
£715 (3) and 710 (4) – RSPB Oransay. BRBx: £915 (2) – Starchmill.
Top prices per kilo
BULLOCKS: AAx: 221p (2) – Tallant : 215p (3) – Claggan. BAx: 
218p – Ardnave. CHARx:
250p (2) – Tallant: 234p (4) – Ballimartin: 222p – Tallant (3) and 
Claggan: 217p (2) – Claggan : 206p – Tallant. LIMx: 272p (8), 
271p (2), 269p (3) & 265p (5) – Ardbeg : 264p, 259p (2) and 256p 
(3) – Neriby: 256p – Ardbeg: 255p(3) – Lossit: 254p- Ardbeg 
(4) and Starchmill (4): 251p – Lossit (4) & Kilchiaran (2): 250p 
(3) – Ardbeg: 249p (2) – Neriby : 248p – Blackrock (3) and Lossit 
: 244p – Claggan and Neriby: 242p – Ardbeg and Kilchiaran (4): 
241p (7) – Ballimartin: 239p (2) – Claggan: 238p – Kilchiaran: 237p 
– Claggan: 236p – Starchmill and Claggan. SIMx: 208p – Kinnabus 
Farm. BRBx: 265p – Ardbeg: 254p – Starchmill: 242p – Ardbeg: 
229p – Blackrock: 222p – Starchmill.
HEIFERS: AAx: 206p – Tallant. BAx: 233p – Ardnave. CHARx: 
216p – Ballimartin. LIMx:
266p – Starchmill: 240p(4) – Ardbeg: 238p – Lossit: 222p(3) – 
Ardbeg. LUING: 222p (3) and 212p (4) – RSPB Oransay. BRBx: 
222p (2) – Starchmill.  

FORT WILLIAM
THE fi rst sale of the season at Fort William last Friday, by Dingwall 
and Highland Marts Ltd saw a fi rm trade throughout with 1,644 
store sheep of all classes sold.
Lambs (1,619) averaged £42.75 per head and sold to £59.50 gross, 
(twice) for Suffolk and Texel crosses from Nuide Farm, Kingussie.
Ewes (15) sold to £60 gross for a Cross ewe from Dalreoch Farm, 
Roy Bridge.
Feeding sheep (10) sold to £63 gross for Cheviot wedder from 
Burnbank, Ardgour.
Other leading prices per head:
Store lambs: TexX – 4 Muirshearlich, Banavie, £57.50; Chev 
– South Laggan, £56; SuffX – 19 Blarmafoldach, Fort William, 
£55.50; Cross – Ardgour Estate, Fort William; ContX – Drimvore, 
Argyll, £54.00; lleynX – 2 Unachan, £49.50; Mule – Dalreoch, 
£47.50; BF – Blarour, Fort William, £42.00.

PORTREE
AT PORTREE Dingwall and Highland Marts Ltd on August 25 there 
were 3,071 store lambs and ewes sold.
Lambs (2,875) averaged £41.09 sold to £64.50 per head for Texel 
crosses from Scorr Farm, Glendale.
Feeding sheep (196) sold to £64 for Texel cross ewes from ½ of 4 
Kilvaxter, Kilmuir.
A spokesman fot eh mart said: ‘Lambs were shown in good bloom 
and sold exceptionally well.’
Other leading prices per head per area:
Texel X lambs: 8, 14 and 15 Struanmore, Staffi n, £63.00 and 
£61.00, Strathmore, Stenscholl, £60.00.
Cheviot lambs: 15 Glenconon, Uig, £60.00, 2 Drumuie, Portree, 
£59.00,  Kerrol Farm, Edinbane, £58.00; Cross lambs: 2 Earlish, 
Uig, £57.50 and £54.50, 3 & 4 Annishadder, Snizort, £54.00. 
Suffolk X lambs: ½ of 1 Marrishadder, Portree, £57.00, 1 Water-
stein, Glendale, £56.00, 4 Peiness, Portree, £54.50. 
Beltex X lambs: 15 Glenconon, £56.50. 
Blackface lambs: 1 Kilvaxter, Kilmuir, £52.00.

STORNOWAY
AN IMPROVED show of lambs met fi rm demand across all classes 
at last Wednesday’s  (August 27) Dingwall and Highland Marts’ 
sale in Stornoway.
With the overall average showing an increase of £2.18 on the 
corresponding sale of last year, a total of 4,046 store lambs and 
feeding sheep were sold.
Cheviot lambs (694) averaged £43.99 and sold to £57 gross from 
25 Garrabost, Point.
Texel cross lambs (229) averaged £48 and sold to £60.50 gross 
from 9A Ranish.
Suffolk cross lambs (828) averaged £46.57 and sold to £59.50 
gross from 30 Gravir, South Lochs.
Blackface lambs (1,110) averaged £29.90 and sold to £49 gross 
from 7B Shader, Point.
Cross lambs (1,089) averaged £38.71 and sold to £54 gross from 
6 Habost, Lochs.
Feeding sheep (93) sold to £58.50 gross from 40 Crossbost, Lochs.
Other leading prices per head:
Point: Chev – 7 Aird, £55; TexX - 29 Flesherin, £57; SuffX – 25 Gar-
rabost, £56.50; BF – 15A Sheshader, £45; CharX – 20A Garrabost, 
£44; Cross - 16 Knock, £53.50. 
Ness: Chev – 22 Fivepenny, £49; SuffX – 43 Habost, £49. 
Back: Chev - 47 Back, £53; TexX – 9 Coll, £59; SuffX - 9 Back, £55; 
BF - 26 Back, £41.50; Cross - 9 Back, £52. 
Stornoway: Chev - 5 East Street, Sandwick, £55; TexX – 27 Mel-
bost, £54; SuffX - 5 East Street, £57; BF – 5 Memorial Avenue, £41; 
Cross – 5 Memorial Avenue, £50. 
Uig and Bernera: Chev - 7 Hacklett, Uig, £49; SuffX – 6 Valtos, Uig, 
£42; BF – 6 Valtos, £44; Cross – 6 Valtos, £47. 
Westside: Chev – 22 New Tolsta, £49; TexX – 34 New Shawbost, 
£52; SuffX – 11 Upper Barvas, £55; BF – 38 Lower Barvas, £45; 
Cross – 13 Doune, Carloway, £53.
Lochs: Chev – 18 Leurbost, £52.50; TexX – 20 Ranish, £54.50; 
SuffX – 6 Habost, £58; BF – 20 Ranish, £45.50; CharX – 10 
Kershadder, £45; Cross – 46 Balallan, £49.50.
Harris: Chev – Atlantic View, Bunavoneader, £42; TexX - 6 Glen 
Kyles, Leverburgh, £50; SuffX – Atlantic View, £47.50; BF – 2A 
Marig, £44; Cross – 3 Ardhasaig, £45. 

Farming Focus
with Ewen Campbell, SRUC farm manager for Kirkton and Auchtertyre
AUGUST has been a busy 
month for us at SRUC 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
farms. 

The tourists have been 
enjoying the good weather 
at the wigwams and we 
have taken advantage of it 
to get some work done with 
our livestock. 

Our 12 cows and eight 
heifers have been ultra-
sound scanned to check 
whether or not they are 
pregnant. The results are 
excellent, with all of them 
in calf and due to start 
calving in February. 

It’s not only the cattle that 

have been getting scanned. 
All of our Blackface 

and Lleyn lambs, based at 
Kirkton, have also been 
ultrasound scanned to 
measure their levels of fat 
and muscle. 

The scan image, taken 
on the back (loin) of each 
lamb, looks similar to the 
lamb chops that you would 
see in the butchers and we 
use this information to 
help improve the quality of 
the lambs that are sent for 
slaughter.

In addition to all the 
scanning that has been 
going on, we’ve also been 

trying out some different 
types of collars on our 
cattle. 

With developments in 
sat-nav technology, we’ve 
been looking in to how we 
can use GPS information 
to build a ‘where are the 
cows this morning?’ app 
for busy farmers with 
cattle on the hills. 

Most current tracker sys-
tems, for cars and people, 
use mobile phone networks 
and require frequent 
re-charging. 

However up on the hill, 
where the cattle are, there 
isn’t always a phone signal 

or an easy way of regularly 
charging the tracker. 

Instead, a new approach 
which links GPS to wire-
less technology is being 
tested with a collar on one 
of the heifers, with the aim 
of showing via ‘Google 
Map’ on a smartphone live 
information on where she 
is on the hill. 

(My wife thinks it would 
be handy if there was a 
tracker for me too!) 

All our cows and calves 
have also been fi tted with 
some proximity loggers. 

These are collars wit h 
a small antenna, which 

allow us to record how the 
animals interact with each 
other, logging data when 
two collars come close 
together. 

These loggers will be 
active over the next 12 
months and will provide 
detailed information about 
how often individual cows 
and calves in the herd come 
into contact. 

The fi ndings will help us 
estimate how animal dis-
ease might spread through 
an upland cattle herd, 
and whether this differs 
depending on where the 
animals are on the farm. 

Finally, when you read 
this, we will just have had 
our farm open day where 
local farmers will have 
had the opportunity to hear 
about our latest research 
on grassland improvement, 
electronic identifi cation 
for sheep management, 
breeding and genetics, and 
the latest technology kits 
we are demonstrating and 
researching. 

We are also in the early 
planning stages of an open 
day for the general public 
that we will be holding on 
the farm later in the year. 
So watch this space. 

MISS Scotland, Ellie 
McKeating, is to make her 
fi rst ever visit to a livestock 
sale when she attends Dal-
mally Mart. 

United Auctions will 
welcome Ellie to its annual 
show and sale on Saturday, 
September 13 of around 
6,000 cross bred and Black-
face wedder lambs and 
feeding sheep.

The visit to one of Scot-
land’s leading livestock 
auctioneers’ important fa-
cility in the west, will form 
part of Ellie’s induction to 
the industry in her role as a 
‘Lambassador’, supporting 
Quality Meat Scotland’s on-
going promotion activities 
behind Scotch Lamb.   

She has been meeting 
farmers to learn more about 
the industry and the stock-
manship skills involved 
in sheep farming and also 
took part in Scotch Lamb 
sampling events around the 
country during Love Scotch 
Lamb Weekend (August 
23- 24).

During her visit, she will 
experience the market 
system fi rst-hand at the 
ringside, meet farmers from 
Argyll and the islands and 

view the quality livestock 
on offer before presenting 
the James Weir Memorial 
Trophy for the best pen of 
Blackface lambs. 

Ellie, who was crowned 
Miss Scotland in May 2014, 
said: ‘I’m really looking 
forward to speaking to the 
farmers at my fi rst market 
visit, seeing the livestock 
and learning more about 
where our wonderful Scotch 
Lamb comes from.’ 

Donald Morrison, area 
managing director for 
Argyll and the Islands, said: 
‘We’re pleased to welcome 
Miss Scotland to Dalmally 
in what will be a strong 
line-up of top quality stock 
going through the mart. 

‘We’re looking ahead to 
a busy season of sales with 
the tup sale and calf sale 
in October so it’s a great 
introduction to the industry 
and particularly the west of 
Scotland.’ 

Auctioneer for the West of 
Scotland Peter Wood said: 
‘It’s great that Miss McKeat-
ing’s visit is highlighting the 
essential part that Dalmally 
plays in the area and I’m sure 
that she’ll enjoy the drama of 
the sale ring.’

Miss Scotland’s 
mart debut

Sheepdog trial held on Mull

Ellie McKeating in a Scotch Lamb branded dress.

THE MULL and Morvern Sheep-
dog Society held its annual open 
sheepdog trial on a new fi eld in a 
magnifi cent setting on the shore of 
Loch Ba, Gruline.

The entry of 30 dogs brought han-
dlers from across northern Scotland 
to compete, judged by Ralph Wolfe 
from Callendar.

Running was on packets of four 
very fi t Blackface shearlings brought 
straight off the hill. They ran very 
evenly all day giving all handlers 
equal chance.

They proved tricky at the pen but 
got better as the day went on. 

The winner was John McKillop 
from Fort Augustus with Joe on 84 
points, beating Ian McConnell from 
Skipness and Tweed by four points. 

John McKillop and Joe will be 
in the Scottish team competing at 
next month’s International Trial in 
County Roscommon, Ireland. 

John has also qualifi ed for the team 
with his second dog Straid Kep.

The winner of the local trophy was 
Jeff Moore from Gruline with Rick. 

He beat off the strong challenge of 
last year’s winner John Nudds with 
Ben from Lochaline by just one point. 

John didn’t go home empty handed 
as he won the trophy for highest 
pointed shepherd.

The sheep and venue were by 
courtesy of Lachlan and Donald 
MacLean, Knock Farm. 

The event was well supported and 
the fi ne weather helped create a good 
atmosphere making it an enjoyable 
day for everyone.

Knock Farm was thanked by the 
committee for its continued support 
in providing an excellent venue and 
equally good sheep which were a 
great credit to it. 

The committee also acknowledged 
the support of Mull Eagle Watch.

Results: Judge, R. Wolfe (Callander) 30 dogs ran. Open.1. J. McKillop,  (Fort Augustus) Joe, 84 of 100; 2. I. McConnell, 
(Skipness) Fly, 80; 3. A. MacCuish, (Skipness) Tweed, 78;  4.N. McEachern, (Dunoon) Ann, 75; 5. A. MacDiarmid, 
(Strathlachlan) Rex, 73; 6. J. Casey, (Largie) Dot, 72.
Local. 1. J. Moore, (Gruline), Rick, 67; 2. J. Nudds, (Lochaline) Ben, 66; 3. J. Shanks, (Lochaline) Kim. 61.
Two Dog Aggregate, J. McKillop. Best Outrun, Lift & Fetch, N. McEachern, Chloe. Best pen, J. Casey, Dot. Shepherds Cup, 
J. Nudds, Ben.

Shepherds’ Trophy winner John Nudds 
with Ben. Photo by N Broomhead

Local winner Je�  Moore and Rick at the pen.  Photo by N Broomhead
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Financial 
Administrative 
Assistant
Salary £16,031 per annum pro rata – 18.5 hours per week
Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a part time Financial Administrative 
Assistant to help the team take forward exciting plans to redevelop the Museum 
and to strengthen business led operations.  This is a temporary 1 year project 
funded contract with the possibility of an extension, subject to funding.  
For more information and an application pack please email kay@
kilmartin.org or phone Kay on 01546 510 278.   The closing date for 
applications is 12th September 2014 and interviews will be conducted on 
19th September. 

Curatorial Assistant
Salary £16,031 per annum pro rata – 18.5 hours per week
Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a part time Curatorial Assistant to 
help the team take forward exciting plans to redevelop the Museum and 
to strengthen business led operations.  This is a temporary 1 year project 
funded contract with the possibility of an extension, subject to funding.  
For more information and an application 
pack please email kay@kilmartin.org 
or phone Kay on 01546 510 278.   The 
closing date for applications is 12th 
September 2014 and interviews will be 
conducted on 22nd September. 

We are looking for a

Day and Night Care Assistants 
and a Kitchen Assistant

to join our motivated and enthusiastic team. 
To apply or for more information please phone Megan on 

01631 720278 or email lynnofl orne@hotmail.co.uk

The Trust is seeking a part time Book Keeper to 
work with our small Administration team.

For details of the post and 
application please contact:

Fergus Waters, Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust, 
Craft Workshop 1, Isle of Gigha, PA41 7AA or 

telephone 01583 505390.
All applications should be submitted to the 

IGHT Office no later than 
Thursday 25th September 2014 at 5.00pm

The Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust

Book Keeper

Senior Horticulturist
Permanent, based at Benmore Botanic Garden
Starting Salary £21,557 (Band C)

Applications are invited for a Horticulturist to join Benmore Botanic Garden, near
Dunoon, Argyll, part of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.

A full job description and person speci� cation which outlines all of the essential
and desirable criteria for this post can be downloaded from our website,
www.rbge.org.uk/about-us/vacancies

Applications should be made by way of CV and covering letter which outlines your 
suitability for this post as well as a completed equal opportunities questionnaire should 
be sent to the HR Department at The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 20a Inverleith 
Row, Edinburgh EH3 5LR or recruitment@rbge.org.uk by noon on Wednesday, 10 
September 2014. Interviews will be held on Tuesday, 23 September 2014.

No recruitment agencies please.

MORHAM & BROTCHIE
Chartered Quantity Surveyors & Valuers

Leading Quantity Surveying & Valuation Practice require the following staff

Senior Secretary/Administrator
The successful candidate will join our experienced team in our Head Office 
in Oban and will be involved in all aspects of client interaction, secretarial 
and administrative duties, company bookkeeping and VAT returns.

You should have good professional or educational qualifications or be 
willing to work towards appropriate qualifications and have first class inter- 
personal and IT skills. You should be well organised and be capable of 

delivering quality outcomes as required while managing competing priori-
ties.

We are looking for a confident individual with an outgoing personality and 
the ability to interact with our clients in a professional and confidential 
manner.

This is an excellent career opportunity for which an appropriate remunera-
tion package is being offered for negotiation.

Please apply in writing enclosing your C.V to:

Tommy McQuade, Principal, Morham & Brotchie, Chartered Quantity

Surveyors, 5 Stafford Street, Oban, PA34 5NJ

Financial Controller
West Highland Gas

Oban
West Highland Gas is an established division of the successful Argyll Re-
sources Group. Specialising in the sales and service of LPG gas with several 
depots along the West Coast we have a vacancy for a Financial Controller/
Management Accountant based in our Head Office in Oban.
This new commercial role requires applicants to have the technical knowl-
edge and ability to produce monthly management accounts and use man-
agement information to influence and manage business performance.     
Managing a small team this role will provide the successful candidate with an 
opportunity to play an integral role in the successful growth of this business.

Accounts Assistant
To assist in our busy office with responsibility for a range of accounts related 
administrative tasks, this temporary role could lead to a full time position in 
the near future.  
If you have some experience working in an office environment please con-
tact us. 
To apply please send your full c.v. and details of your current salary to gail@
greenburn.co.uk or telephone 07753 573904 for further information.

Administrator Wanted
Ballet West is looking for an enthusiastic and 
experienced full-time Administrator.  This is a 
demanding role requiring a professional and 

highly organised individual.  A warm and friendly 
manner is vital and experience of marketing and 
fundraising would be advantageous. You must 

have experience in a similar office role, the ability 
to work to deadlines and deal with constantly 

changing demands. Driver essential.
Please send a CV and covering letter to 

balletwest@btconnect.com or call the office 
on 01866 822641 for a job description. 

Closing date 12 September.

Ferguson Transport & Shipping
IS RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

POST GRADUATE 
ASSISTANT ACCOUNTANT

Based in Corpach, Fort William, the successful candidate will work 
alongside our Financial Controller providing assistance on a range of 
accountancy duties.
POST GRADUATE SAFETY, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL 

& QUALITY ASSURANCE OFFICER
Based in Corpach, Fort William. The role will require the successful candi-
date to monitor health and safety operations throughout the entire business 
as well as having responsibility for environmental issues.

Both of these roles would be ideally suited to recent graduates/post gradu-
ates with relevant qualifications. Previous experience in a similar role would 
be an advantage. Salary is dependent on experience.

If you would like to apply for either of these positions, 
please contact Human Resources. Call: 01397 773840 

Email: hr@fergusontransport.co.uk
Post: Integrated Freight Facility, Annat, Corpach, PH33 7NN

Craobh Haven
Farm Technicians

Salary £17,978 - £22,808 plus overtime
We currently have vacancies for Farm Technicians at our seawater 
sites working out of Craobh Haven. The positions are offered on a 
full time, permanent basis.
The successful applicants will be required to carry out a variety 
of duties including feeding, net changing and other general farm 
tasks, and be willing to work flexibly to meet the demands of the 
job. The positions will require working a 40 hour week on any five 
out of seven days. 
Applications are invited from individuals who have a positive 
approach to this type of work and who are competent swimmers.  
Experience is certainly an advantage although training will be 
provided. A current driving licence is essential. 
If you are interested in applying for this vacancy 
please submit an application in writing, by the 
closing date of Friday 19th September 2014 
to: Vicky Ferguson,
Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 
7PT.

Closing date: 19 September 2014. 
To apply visit our website

Home Carer (Permanent Variable)
£16,880 - £18,424 pro rata Mid Argyll Area Ref: CMA01035
Hours will be as and when required

Administrative Offi cer (Temporary)
£21,534 - £23,505  Lochgilphead Ref: DVB00084

Property Offi cer/Clerk of Works (Permanent)
£24,198 - £26,443 Lochgilphead Ref: CTF00999

Senior Social Care Worker – Nights (Permanent)
£28,861 - £35,507 pro rata Ardrishaig Ref: CMA00491
33.5 hours worked over 2 weeks

Gardener (Permanent)
£15,433 - £16,340  Oban Ref: DVR00679

Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£14,599 - £15,457 Campbeltown Ref: CTC00063

Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£14,599 - £15,457 pro rata Glenbarr Primary School Ref: CME00545
14.5hrs per week, Term Time

Classroom Assistant (Temporary)
£14,599 – £15,457 pro rata Castlehill Primary School Ref: CME00115
25hrs per week, Term time

Pupil Support Assistant (Permanent)
£17,975 – £19,088 pro rata Castlehill Primary School Ref: CME01926
2 Posts – 11.25hrs per week, Term Time

Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£14,599 – £15,457 pro rata Castlehill Primary School Ref: CME00112
14.5hrs per week, Term Time

� 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Kintyre Medical Group 

Muasdale Surgery and Southend Medical Practice

Bank Clerical Offi cer/Receptionist – Band 2
£15,058 - £17,803 pro rata  Ref: 14Bk/191
Hours as and when required 
An opportunity has arisen for Bank Clerical Offi cer/Receptionists to work across Kintyre Medical Group at Southend 
Medical Practice and/or Muasdale Surgery.
You will be required to cover a wide range of duties including data entry, working as a receptionist, face to face contact with 
the public and as a member of a team. You will require excellent communication and organisational skills, be computer 
literate and also have the ability to prioritise work and work on your own initiative whilst under pressure.
Informal enquiries: Catherine O’Hanlon, Muasdale Practice Manager, Tel: 01583 421206 or Annie Colville, Southend 
Medical Practice Manager, Tel: 01586 830635.
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8LB - Tel 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or e-mail - recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Please quote job reference number 14Bk/191. 
Closing date for receipt of applications: 19th September 2014. 

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Kintyre Medical Group 

Muasdale Surgery and Southend Medical Practice

Bank Dispensary Assistant – Band 3
£16,660 - £19,627 pro rata  Ref: 14Bk/189
Hours as and when required
Bank Dispensary Assistants are required for Kintyre Medical Group at Muasdale Surgery and Southend Medical Practice 
to cover Annual Leave. 
You should have English and Maths at Standard Grade Level or above (or equivalent) and be computer literate. The successful 
candidates must be fl exible and be able to work under pressure to meet tight deadlines. You must be able to work, paying 
close attention to detail with a high level of accuracy.
Informal enquiries: Catherine O’Hanlon, Muasdale Practice Manager, Tel: 01583 421206 or Annie Colville Southend 
Practice Manager, Tel: 01586 830635
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8LB - Tel 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or e-mail - recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Please quote job reference number 14Bk/189.
Closing date for receipt of applications: 19th September 2014.

LGV Multi-drop Delivery Drivers
Due to increased work load we have 2 vacancies 
with immediate start for multi-drop delivery and 
collection drivers for the Argyll and Highlands areas.
If you are self-motivated, reliable, trustworthy and 
possess excellent communication skills we would 
be pleased to hear from you.

In the first instance please email 
enquiries@obanexpress.com with your CV.  

Interviews will take place week 
commencing 8 September 2014

Skilled Labourer Required
Experience of pipe laying and concrete works 

would be an advantage
Must have driving licence

Email - gmnargyll@gmail.com
or telephone 01546 602389 

for application from
G McNaughton & Son

Site 20, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, PA31  8RR

Carers Direct Limited  
are an independent provider 
specialising in care at home.

We are looking for Carers to work in the 
Oban Area.
Rate of pay from £8.50/hour – variable hours.

Alternate weekends essential. Car driver essential
SVQ 2 preferred, training provided.
Application forms from 01631 569 550.
Registered with Scottish Care Commission.  
Applications subject to PVG Scheme vetting.

CLEANER
General 

housekeeper 
required for 8 

hours per week. 
£8 per hour, 

mornings only. 
Phone 

07881 883372

Experienced 
Cutter/ 

Chokerperson 
required
Contact: 

07767 464514
Enable Scotland

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANTS
Campbeltown, 2 x 24 

hours per week
To apply for the posts 
please apply online at

www.enablescotlandjobs.
org.uk

Enquiries to Elizabeth 
Cameron on 01546 

602725 or email elizabeth.
cameron@enable.org.uk
Closing date: Thursday 
18th September 2014

Scottish Charity Number SCO09024

are recruiting for
HGV Tipper Driver (Class2)
360° Excavator Operators

Dumper and Roller Operators
Must have previous experience, hold 

relevant CPCS, CSCS tickets and 
Driving Licence 

Please apply in writing or by e-mail 
stating previous experience to:
McFadyens Contractors  Ltd

Glebe Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6LR
E-mail: info@mcfadyenscontractors.co.uk
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DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Mr S MacArthur
8, 9, 13 & 14 Moss, Tiree
0.100 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.49235
Conditions: 1, 2, 3b, 4, 6

Mr K C Tindal
Sandbank, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
0.144 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.50084
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Conditions
(1) Acquisition area within 5 
years of the date of direction.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed develop-
ment completion
(4) That fence shall be main-
tained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
(6)  The crofter must notify 
the Commission within 3 
months of acquisition.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

NATIONAL FOREST LAND SCHEME
Forestry Commission Scotland wishes to notify Community 
and Environmental groups that it is proposing sale of the 
following property :
Name :  Former store and deer larder buildings
Area : Approx. 0.1 ha.
Grid ref. : NM 958 079
Location : Durran, Eredine.
Enquiries to Forestry Commission Scotland at –  
ronnie.lee@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Full details are being sent to the relevant Community 
Council and Non Government Organisations.

www.forestry.gov.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
SALEN SHORE WORKS – CRAIGNURE TO 
TOBERMORY PIPELINE IMPROVEMENTS

SALEN, ISLE OF MULL
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Water has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of Salen Shore Works – 
Craignure to Tobermory pipeline improvements, 
Salen, Isle of Mull:
 Cost £35,000 
 Location Latitude Longitude
 Salen, Isle of Mull Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
 Start 56° 31.079’N 005° 57.088’W
 End 56° 31.072’N 005° 56.986’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at The Post Office, Aros, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll and Bute, PA72 6JD
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.
gov.uk, quoting reference: 
05326
Scottish Water

First Registration 
of a Croft.

Kenneth Christopher 
Tindal has registered 
his croft Sandbank, 
Kilfinichen and 
Kilvickeon on the 
Crofting Register 
held by the Registers 
of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the Registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 
22nd May 2015.
Details of the 
Registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/
home.
The Croft Registration 
Number is AO733.

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be 
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) 
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at 
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
14/03079/FUL Glen Lurach, Brecklet Road 

Ballachulish
 

Conversion of existing 
garage to Artist Studio

14/03165/FUL Moorings Hotel 
Banavie, Fort William
 

Erect extension

14/03190/FUL Land To South West of 
Tigh A’Bradain, Invergarry
 

Erection of house

14/03199/FUL
 
 

Land to North East of 
Acharacle Primary School 
Acharacle

 

Formation of access track 
for post-construction to 
allow vehicle access for 
infirm or disabled cemetery 
visitors

14/03220/PIP Land 115M NE of Savary 
Lochaline, Morvern 

Erection of dwellinghouse 
and improvements to 
existing access

14/03156/LBC Blackrock Cottage 
Kingshouse, Glencoe, 
Ballachulish

Upgrade to the existing 
coal shed. The ceiling 
will be insulated, a new 
floor laid, the walls will be 
lime plastered and a new 
conservation rooflight 
added on the rear roof. A 
shower room and drying 
room will be formed with 
timber partitions.

Time period for comments is 14 days, 14/03156/LBC is 21 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01913/PP Installation of replacement shop front 
windows and door.

Oban Chocolate Company 4-6 
Corran Esplanade Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 5PS 

Oban Area Office

14/01914/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Kentallen Farm Aros Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA72 6JS 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

14/01969/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 Ard-Craobh Connel Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

14/01974/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle 10/01613/PPP (Site for the 
erection of 8 no 1 bedroom flats)

Simmers Car Park Albany 
Chambers Albany Street Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4AL 

Oban Area Office

14/01995/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Plot 1 Land East of Letterwalton 
Lodge Benderloch Oban Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/01996/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Plot 3 Land South of Letterwalton 
Lodge Benderloch Oban

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/02061/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse. Land West of The Brambles North 
Connel Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/02081/PP Erection of extension to existing gazebo 
for holiday letting purposes.

Dundonald North Connel Oban 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01950/PPP Site for the erection of replacement 
dwellinghouse

Stable Cottage Bowmore Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute 

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

NOTICE OF ELECTION
One Councillor is to be elected for the Oban North & Lorn Ward of Argyll and Bute Council.
Name of Ward Number of Councillors to be elected
Oban North & Lorn 1
Nomination forms can be obtained from The Election Office, Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT 
between the hours of 10.00 am and 4.00 pm Monday to Friday after the date of this notice, but not later than 4.00 pm 
on Monday 22 September 2014.
Completed nomination papers MUST be delivered to the Election Office at the above address by 4.00pm on Monday 
22 September 2014.
If the election is contested, the poll will take place between the hours of 7.00am and 10.00pm on Thursday 23 October 2014.
Postal or Proxy Voting
Applications to cancel or alter existing postal and proxy votes, or to change from postal to proxy voting MUST reach 
the Electoral Registration Officer, Kilbrannan House, Bolgam Street, Campbeltown PA28 6HZ by 5.00pm on Wednesday 
8 October 2014.
New applications to vote by post MUST reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the above address by 5.00pm on 
Wednesday 8 October 2014.
New applications to vote by proxy MUST reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the above address by 5.00pm on 
Wednesday 15 October 2014.
If as the result of a disability an elector becomes incapacitated after 5.00pm on Wednesday 15 October 2014 an 
application to vote by proxy MUST reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the above address by 5.00pm on the day 
of the poll.
For advice on postal or proxy voting contact the Electoral Registration Office 0800 980 0470.
Sally Loudon
Returning Officer, Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT
4 September 2014
Tel: 01546 603264 
Fax: 01546 606874
E-mail: elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Web: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/elections
Notes
1. Nomination Packs: Nomination packs may also be downloaded from www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/elections or obtained 

(but not lodged) at Municipal Building, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AW
2. Electoral Register: The deadline for applications to be included in the Register of Electors to be used at the election 

is Tuesday 7 October 2014.
3. Issue and Delivery of Postal Ballot Papers : Postal ballot papers will be delivered from Friday 10 October 2014. Please 

consider this when deciding whether to vote in person, by post or by proxy. In the event of any delay in the receipt 
of a postal ballot paper please note that the earliest date an application can be made for the replacement of a lost 
postal ballot paper is Friday 17 October 2014.

For advice about registering to vote or applying for a postal or proxy vote contact the Electoral Registration Office 
on 0800 980 0470. For all other enquires about the election contact the election office on 01546 603264 or e-mail 
elections@argyll-bute.gov.uk

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ewan MacDonald 
has registered his 
croft Brolas, Croft 4, 
Ardchattan & Muckcairn 
- A1587, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 22nd June, 2015.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C432

public notices

PIPING:   Highland Society of London Gold 
Medal: 1 Douglas Murray, Cupar, Fife,   2 
Ian K MacDonald, Canada,  3 Andrea 
Boyd, Canada;  Senior Piobaireachd:  1 
Bruce Gandy,  Canada,   2 Stuart Liddell, 
Inverary,    3 Angus MacColl,  Benderloch;   
Argyllshire Gathering Silver Medal: 1 
Decker Forrest,  Isle of Skye,  2 Angus John 
MacColl,  Benderloch,  3 Sean McKeown,  
Canada;  Junior March, Strathspey & Reel 
(Local):  1 Jamie McKerral,  2 Alexander 
Anderson,  3 Gregor MacDowall; March 
(Local ):  1 Aaron Hossain,  2 Jamie Baxter,  
3 Alastair McLean;  Strathspey & Reel 
(Local): 1 Aaron Hossain, 2 Jamie Baxter, 
3 Alastair McLean;  March, Strathspey & 
Reel (Former Winners): 1 Stuart Liddell,  
Inveraray,  2 William McCallum,  Bearsden,    
3 Gordon McCready, Glasgow; March Grade 
‘A’ : 1 Craig Sutherland,  Crieff,    2 Alasdair 
Henderson,  Dunoon,  3 Alister Dunn, 
Glasgow;  March Grade ‘B’:   1 John Lee,  
Canada,  2 Andrew Lee, Canada,  3 Greig 
Canning,  Edinburgh; Strathspey & Reel 
Grade ‘A’: 1 Craig Sutherland,  Crieff,  2 
Alastair Lee,  Canada,    3 Alasdair Hender-
son, Dunoon; Strathspey & Reel Grade ‘B’: 
1 Eric Ouellette,  USA,  2 Colin Campbell,  
Inverness,  3 Angus J MacColl,  Benderloch;  
Jigs: 1 Fred Morrison,  S Uist,     2 Alastair 
Henderson, Dunoon, 3 Steven Gray, Locker-
bie;  MacGregor Memorial Competition: 
1 Cameron MacDougall,  Nigg, 2 Scott 
Barry, Ayrshire,  3 Ursa Beckford, Maine;  
Brigadier Lorn Campbell of Airds VC Tro-
phy:   Douglas Murray;  College of Piping 
Silver Salver: Cameron MacDougall,  Nigg;  
McCallum Memorial Trophy: Stuart Liddell,  
Inveraray; MacNeil of Barra Memorial Cup:   
Craig Sutherland, Crieff;  Kilberry Cup: 
Bruce Gandy, Canada;  Donald Ramsey 
Trophy: Fred Morrison, S Uist;  Angus Nicol 
Quaich:   Angus J McColl, Benderloch.                
DANCING:  7 yrs to 13 yrs (Local): 
Highland Fling: 1 Ashleigh Taylor,  Oban, 2 
Molly MacPherson, Oban,  3 Aillie Munro,  
Oban; Sean Triubhas:  1 Molly MacPherson, 
Oban,  2 Lisa Mackellar, Oban,  3 Ashleigh 
Taylor,  Oban;  Hullachan:  1 Molly 
MacPherson, Oban,  2 Lisa Mackellar, Oban, 
3 Aillie Munro, Oban:         Webster of Oban 
Trophy:   Molly MacPherson, Oban;  13 yrs 
to 16 yrs (Local):  Highland Fling:   1 Katie 
MacPherson,  Oban,     2 Lauren MacKellar, 
Campbeltown,    3 Nicola MacAuley, Oban;   
Sean Triubhas:  1 Lauren MacKellar, Camp-
beltown,     2 Katie MacPherson,  Oban, 3 
Nicola MacAuley, Oban;   Hullachan:  1 
Lauren MacKellar,  Campbeltown,  2 Katie 
MacPherson, Oban, 3 Nicola MacAuley, 
Oban;          Kitchen Garden Trophy:   Lauren 
MacKellar, Campbeltown;  16 yrs and 
over (Local):      Highland Fling:  1 Robyn 
Horsburgh,  Rothesay,  2 Chelsea Higgins,  
Oban; Sean Triubhas:  1 Robyn Horsburgh,  
Rothesay,  2 Chelsea Higgins,  Oban;  Hul-
lachan 1 Robyn Horsburgh,  Rothesay,     2 
Chelsea Higgins, Oban;   Farquhar Martin 
Memorial Trophy: Best Local Adult:  Robyn 
Horsburgh, Rothesay; William MacLennan 
Trophy:  Best Argyll Dancer:  Robyn 
Horsburgh, Rothesay;   12 years and under 
Open: Highland Fling:  1 Alexandra Lye, 
Canada, 2 Molly MacPherson,  Oban,  3 Alec 
Mackay, USA;  Sword Dance:  1 Alexandra 
Lye, Canada,  2 Molly MacPherson,  Oban,  
3 Alec Mackay, USA;  Sean Triubhas:  1 
Ashleigh Taylor, Oban,    2 Molly MacPher-
son, Oban,    3 Abi Muir, Barra;  Strathspey 
& Tulluch:  1 Alexandra Lye, Canada,    2 
Alec Mackay, USA,    3 Molly MacPher-
son,  Oban;          Stewart Family Trophy:   
Alexandra Lye,  Canada;   Best overseas 
juvenile dancer:   Alexandra Lye,  Canada;  
15 years and under:  Highland Fling:  1 
Olivia Kerr,  Australia,  2 Katie MacPherson,  
Oban,  3 Lauren McKellar,  Campbeltown;  
Sword Dance:  1 Olivia Kerr,  Australia,  

2 Katie MacPherson, Oban,  3 Lauren 
McKellar,   Campbeltown;   Sean Triubhas 1 
Olivia Kerr, Australia,    2 Lauren McKellar,  
Campbeltown, 3 Katie MacPherson, Oban;  
Strathspey & Tulluch:  1 Olivia Kerr, Aus-
tralia,  2 Ashleigh Vaughan,  New Zealand,  
3 Lauren McKellar,  Campbeltown;      Calley 
Fisheries Trophy:   Olivia Kerr,  Australia;   
Best overseas junior dancer:  Olivia Kerr, 
Australia;  Argyllshire Gathering Shield:  
Olivia Kerr,  Australia;   Oban High School 
Shield:   Katie MacPherson,  Oban; 16 yrs 
and over (Open): Highland Fling:  1 Kendall 
Reid, New Zealand,  2 Chelsea Higgins,  
Oban;  Sword Dance:  1 Kendall Reid,  New 
Zealand,  2 Chelsea Higgins,  Oban;  Sean 
Triubhas:  1 Kendall Reid, New Zealand, 
2 Chelsea Higgins, Oban;  Strathspey & 
Tulluch:  1 Kendall Reid, New Zealand, 2 
Chelsea Higgins, Oban;   Challenge Medal: 
Kendall Reid, New Zealand; Best overseas 
dancer:   Kendall Reid, New Zealand. 

 TRACK & FIELD:  100m: Open:  1 An-
thony Daffrun, Shettleston,  2 Donald Tod,  
Comrie,  3 Liam Halliday, Denny;    Women:  
1 Laura McCracken, C of Glasgow,  2 Erin 
Leggate, C of Glasgow,  3 Amy Clancy, Pee-
bles;  Local men:  1 C Budd,  Oban,  2 Daniel 
MacMillan,  Oban,      3 Sam Lines, Oban; 
150m: Open:  1 Anthony Daffurn,  Coat-
bridge,  2 Donald Tod,  Comrie;   3 Connor 
Henderson,  Kilbarchan;  Women:  1 Laura 
McCracken,  C of Glasgow,  2 Amy Clancy, 
Peebles,  3 Erin Leggate,  C of Glasgow;  400 
Metres:        Open:  1 Connor Henderson,  
Kilbarchan, 2 Liam Halliday,  Denny, 3 
Matthew Turner,  Campbeltown; Women:  
1 Erin Leggate,  C of Glasgow,  2 N Smith, 
Glasgow,  3 Sarah Ross, Pitreavie;  Local:  1 
Matthew Turner,   Campbeltown,  2 Grace 
Thompson,  Oban;   800 Metres:  Open:  1 
Connor Henderson, Kilbarchan,  2 Matthew 
Turner, Campbeltown,  3 Craig Tomison, 
Mull; Women:  1 Natalie Sharp, Kilbarchan,  
2 Erin Leggate, C of Glasgow,  3 Sarah Ross, 
Pitreavie;  Local:  1 Matthew Turner, Camp-
beltown,  2 Craig Tomison,  Mull,  3 Emma 
Thompson,  Oban; 1600 Metres: Open:  1 
Craig Tomison, Mull,  2 Matthew Turner, 
Campbeltown,  3 Ben Johnston, Shettleston; 
Women:  1 Natalie Sharp,  Kilbarchan,     2 
Grace Thompson, Oban;   Local:  1 Craig 
Tomison, Mull, 2 Matthew Turner, Camp-
beltown, 3 Grace Thompson, Oban;  3200 
m: Open:  1 Matthew Turner Campbeltown, 
2 Craig Tomison, Mull;  Women:  1 Natalie 
Sharp, Kilbarchan;  local:  1 Matthew Turn-
er, Campbeltown, 2 Craig Tomison, Mull;  
Hill Race: Open:  1 Tom Smith, Lochaber,  
2 Michael Bossard,  Oban,  3 Douglas 
Jardine,  England;  Women:  1 Natalie Sharp,  
Kilbarchan, 2 Elsie Greenshields,  Devon, 3 
Roanne Lilley,  Oban;    Local: 1 Tom Smith,  
Lochaber, 2 Michael Bossard,  Oban,  3 Alex 
Houston, Oban;    1600m Handicap:  Open:  1 
Craig Tomison,  Mull,  2 Natalie Sharp, Kil-
barchan,  3 G Foster;  100m Handicap fi nal: 
Open:  1 S Ross,  2 Donald Tod,  3 C Halliday.     
LIGHT FIELD EVENTS: Long Jump: Open:  
1 Anthony Daffurn,  Coatbridge, 2 Donald 
Tod,  C of Glasgow, 3 Matthew Turner,  
Campbeltown;    Local:  1 Matthew Turner, 
Campbeltown, 2 Duncan MacMillan, 
Oban, 3 Sam Lines, Taynuilt; Triple Jump: 
Open:  1 Anthony Daffurn, Coatbridge,  2 
Donald Tod,  Comrie,  3 Matthew Turner,  
Campbeltown;  Local:  1 Matthew Turner, 
Campbeltown, 2 Emma Thompson, Oban,  3 
Grace Thompson, Oban; High Jump: Open:  
1 Anthony Daffurn,  Coatbridge,  2 Donald 
Tod,  Comrie, 3 Scott Black,  Oban;  local:  1 
Scott Black, Oban,  2 Ben Coates, Oban, 3 
Ryan Gillies,  Oban. 

HEAVYWEIGHT EVENTS:            Light 
Stone (16lbs): Open:  1 Lucas Wenta,  East 
Kilbride, 2 Lorne Coulthart,  Blair Atholl, 3 
Bruce Robb,  Oakley, Fife;  local:  1 Craig Ni-
cholson,  Oban,  2 James Campbell,  Mull, 3 

Willie Simmonds,  Torlundy;  SHGA British 
Light Hammer Championship (16lbs): Open:  
1 Kyle Randalls,  Grangemouth, 2 Lorne 
Coulthart,  Blair Atholl,  3 Lucas Wenta,  
East Kilbride; Local:  1 Craig Nicholson,  
Oban,  2 Andrew Johnston,  Appin, 3 Willie 
Simmonds,  Torlundy; SHGA British Heavy 
Hammer Championship (22lbs):  Open:  1 
Kyle Randalls,  Grangemouth, 2 Lorne Coul-
thart,  Blair Atholl,  3 Lucas Wenta, East 
Kilbride;  28lb weight for distance:               1 
Lorne Colthart, Blair Atholl,  2 Lucas Wenta, 
East Kilbride,   3 Bruce Robb, Oakley, Fife;  
local:  1 Craig Nicholson, Oban,    2 Andrew 
Johnston, Appin,    3 James Campbell, Mull;  
Highland Caber: Open:  1= Lucas Wenta, 
East Kilbride and    Lorne Coulthart, Blair 
Atholl, 3 Bruce Robb, Oakley, Fife; local:  1 
Craig Nicholson, Oban,   2 Willie Simmonds,  
Torlundy, 3 Andrew Johnston,  Appin; 
Highlander Clachd (22lbs): Open:  1 Lucas 
Wenta,  East Kilbride, 2 Lorne Coulthart, 
Blair Atholl, 3 Bruce Robb,  Oakley, Fife;  
42lb weight over the bar:  1 Craig Nicholson 
Oban,  2 James Campbell,  Mull,  3 Andrew 
Johnston,  Appin; SHGA British 56lb weight 
for distance: 1 Lorne Coulthart, Blair Atholl, 
2 Bruce Robb, Oakley, Fife, 3 Lucas Wenta, 
East Kilbride;   Highlander 56lb weight over 
the bar:  Open:  1 Lucas Wenta, 2=  Bruce 
Robb, Oakley, Fife and  Kyle Randalls, 
Grangemouth;  Tossing the sheaf (over 16): 
1 Bertie Gillies;  Highland Tug of War: 1 
Heavies. 

YOUTH:             Argyllshire Youth and 
Girls:  100m:  Open:  1 Ben Coates, Oban, 
2 Kieran Halliday, Central,  3 Scott Black, 
Oban;    Girls:  1 Emma Thompson, Oban,  2 
Roanne Lilley, Oban,  3 Jade Dowell, Oban;  
600 metres:  Youths:  1 Kieran Halliday, 
Central,  2 Ben Coates, Oban,  3 Tom Lines, 
Oban;   Girls:  1 Eilidh Shearer, Oban, 2 
Roanne Lilley, Oban,  3 Emma Thompson, 
Oban;  High Jump:  Boys:  1 Ben Coates, 
Oban, 2 Scott Black, Oban,  3 Finlay Brown, 
Oban;  Girls: 1 Emma Thompson, Oban, 2 
Roanne Lilley, Oban,  3 Grace Thompson, 
Oban;  Long Jump: Open:  1 Ben Coates, 
Oban,  2 Scott Black, Oban,  3 Kieran 
Halliday, Oban;  Girls:  1 Emma Thompson, 
Oban, 2 Roanne Lilley, Oban, 3 I  Donald, 
Oban;  Shot Putt: Youths:  1 Daniel Speirs,  
Oban,  2 Ben Coates, Oban,  3 Finbar Dunne, 
Oban;  Girls:  1 Emma Thompson, Oban,  2 
Roanne Lilley, Oban, 3 Jade Dowell, Oban;  
Tossing the sheaf (under 16):   Brendan 
Miller; Primary Schools Relay:  1 Rockfi eld,  
2 Park;  Primary Schools Shinty:  1 Park,  2 
Rockfi eld.  Junior hill race: 1 Alex Houston, 
2 Tom Lines, 3 Finlay Brown; Girl: 1 Roanne 
Lilley, 2 Eilidh Shearer, 3 Emma Baird, (all 
Oban high School).

CHAMPIONS: Sprint Championship:  
Open:  1 Connor Henderson, Glasgow,  2 
Liam Halliday, Central, 3 Donald Tod, 
Glasgow;     Women:  1 Erin Leggate,  C 
of Glasgow, 2 Sarah Ross, Pitreavie,  3 
Amy Clancy, Peebles,  3 Laura McCracken, 
Glasgow;   Middle Distance Champion: 
Open:  1 Matthew Turner, Campbeltown, 2 
Craig Tomison, Mull, 3 N Bossard, Oban;    
Women:  1 Natalie Sharp, Kilbarchan, 
2 Grace Thomson, Oban Track Club, 3 
Erin Leggate, C of Glasgow;  Light Event 
Champion:  Open:  1 Tony Daffurn, Coat-
bridge,  2 Donald Tod, Glasgow,  3 Matthew 
Turner, Campbeltown;  Open Youth & Girls 
Championship:  Youth:  1 Ben Coates, Oban, 
2 Kieran Halliday, Central, 3 Scott Black, 
Oban; Girls 1= Emma Thomson,  Oban  and 
Roanne Lilley, Taynuilt,     3 Eilidh Shearer, 
Taynuilt; Heavyweight Championship:  
Open:  1 Lucas Wenta, 2 Lorne Coulthart, 
3 Bruce Robb; BREAKING GAMES RE-
CORDS: Triple Jump:   Anthony Daffurn, 
Coatbridge.  56lb weight for distance: Lorne 
Coulthart from Blair Atholl, 40’ 2.5”.

Trophy Winners; Championship Cup – Moira New-
iss; Mcleod Shield (Runner Up) – Penny Dixon; Les 
Milne Cup for Best Exhibit – Marian Steeman; Oban 
Times Cup (most points fl owers) – Helen Mair; Camp-
bell Godley Quaich (most point pot plants) – Marian 
Steeman; Dundonald Vase (Winner Specimen Flow-
er) – Moira Newiss; Agnes McKay Quaich (winner 
violas/pansies) – Sue Greenwood; Tensfeldt Cup 
(most points vegetables) – Fiona Shaw; Silver Baking 
Cup (most points baking 7 years and under) – Aimee 
Newiss; Silver Rose Bowl (most points baking 8 to 
14 years) – Ellen MacKechnie; An Claddich Quaich 
(most points adult baking) – Moira Newiss; Best Eggs 
Quaich – Sarah Hunt; Achnacreebeag Cup (most 
points Floral Art) – Jane Eccles; Graham Stooke 
(adult photography) – Elsa Bell; Photography Shield 
(most points photography under 15’s) – Charlotte 
Jackson-Stark; Silver Vase (most point childrens 
art 9 and under) – Charlotte Jackson Stark; Donald 
Morrison Cup (most points childrens art age 10 to 14 
years) – Eilidh MacPherson; Jean Campbell Cup (best 
exhibit childrens art) – Shona MacKenzie.

Flowers: Annuals, 1 Helen Mair, 2 Barcaldine 
Primary School; Herbaceous, 1 Helen Mair, 2 Helen 
Mair; Flowering Shrub, 1 Kirsty Jackson-Stark, 2 
Marian Milarvie, 3 Helen Mair; Ornamental Foliage, 
1 Marian Steeman, 2 Marieke Steuben; Sweet Peas 
mixed, 1 Heather MacPherson, 2 Helen Mair, 3 
Eileen Hill; Sweet Peas One Colour, 1 Moira Newiss, 
2 Eileen Hill, 3 Sue Greenwood; Dahlia 1 bloom, 1 
Moira Newiss, 2 Penny Dixon, 3 Penny Dixon; Dahlia 
3 blooms, 1 Penny Dixon, 2 Penny Dixon, 3 Penny 
Dixon; Rose, 1 Penny Dixon, 2 Helen Mair, 3 Helen 
Mair; Roses 3 stems, 1 Jane Eccles; Gladiolus 1 spike, 
1 Eileen Hill, 2 Marieke Steuben, 3 Steve Eccles; 

Gladioli 3 spikes, 1 Steve Eccles; Lilly, 1Moira 
Newiss; Antirrhinums, 1 Penny Dixon, 2 G Garabet; 
Violas, 1 Sue Greenwood, 2 Marian Milarvie; Spec-
imen Flower, 1 Moira Newiss, 2 Marieka Steuben, 3 
Helen Mair.

Adult Photography: Flowers, 1Amber Richards, 2 
Elsa Bell, 3 I MacKay; Garden Scenes, 1 Elsa Bell, 
2 I MacKay, 3 Elsa Bell; Mountain Scenes, 1 Elsa 
Bell, 2 Elsa Bell, 3 Amber Richards; Wildlife, 1 I 
McKay, 2 Elsa Bell, 3 Elsa Bell. Photography 14 years 
and under: Flowers, 1 Kate Huddlestone, 2 Connor 
Coombes, 3 Charlotte Jackon Stark; Garden Scenes, 1 
Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 2 Kate Huddleston, 3 Mabel 
Rodwell; Mountain scene, 1 Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 
2 Freya MacKechnie, 3 Charlotte Jackson-Stark; Pets 
in the Garden, 1 Louise Campbell, 2 Charlotte Jack-
son-Stark, 3 Freya Mackechnie; Wheels, 1 Rianna 
George, 2 Freya MacKechnie, 3 Rianna George.

Floral Art: Unusual Container, 1 Amber Richards, 
2 Heather MacPherson, 3 Amber Richards; Kitchen 
Window Sill, 1 Jane Eccles; Miniature, 1 Jane 
Eccles, 2 Heather MacPherson; Referendum, 1 Jane 
Eccles, 2 Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 3 Anna Campbell; 
Nursey Rhyme, 1 Jane Eccles, 2 Jill Bowis, 3 Kirsty 
Jackson-Stark.

Adult Baking: Tray Bake, 1 Victoria Huddleston, 
2 Kate Campbell, 3 Eileen Hill; Fruit Loaf, 1 Mari-
an Milarvie, 2 Moira Newiss, 3 Eileen Hill; Whole-
meal Loaf, 1 Victoria Huddleston, 2 Eileen Hill, 3 
Marieka Steuben; Cup Cakes, 1 Anna Campbell, 
2 Moira Newiss, 3 Suzanne Hill; Sponge Cake 
Decorated, 1 Anna Campbell, 2 Sue Coombes, 3 
Eileen Hill; Savoury Quiche, 1 Eileen Hill; Swiss 

Roll, 1 Eileen Hill; Chocolate Truffl es, 1 Moira 
Newiss; Jar Jam, 1 Sarah Hunt, 2 Moira Newiss, 
3 Marian Steeman; Jar Jelly, 1 Marian Milarive, 2 
Moira Newiss; Jar Marmalade, 1 Moira Newiss; Jar 
Lemon Curd, 1Victoria Huddleston; Jar Chutne,y 
1 Marian Milarive, 2 Eileen Hill, 3 Penny Dixon. 
Childrens Baking Age 7 and Under: Chocolate 
Tray Bake, 1 Max Rodwell, 2 Erik Turnewitsch, 
3 Harry Needham; Muffi ns, 1 Kai MacKechnie, 2 
Harry Needham, 3 Finn MacKechnie; Cup Cakes, 
1 Aimee Newiss, 2 Elizabeth Needham 3 Finn 
Mackechnie,; Chocolate Truffl es, 1 Adam Charton, 
2 Mabel Rodwell, 3 Aimee Newiss. Baking Age 8 
to 14: Chocolate Tray Bake, 1 Connor Coombes, 2 
Ellen MacKechnie, 3 Grace Charlton; Muffi ns, 1 
Freya MacKechinie, 2 Ellen MacKechnie, 3 Louisa 
Campbell; Victoria Sponge Decorated, 1 Grace 
Harlton, 2 Connor Coombes, 3 Louisa Campbell; 
Tablet, 1 Ellen MacKechnie, 2 Freya MacKechnie.

Hens Eggs, 1 Sarah Hunt, 2 Rosie Robinson, 3 
Andy Newiss.

Vegetables: Onions, 1 Fiona Shaw, 2 Moira Newiss, 
3 Moira Newiss; Leeks, 1Fiona Shaw, 2 Ritchie Robb, 
3 Lochnell Primary School; Potatoes White, 1  Moira 
Newiss, 2 Marieke Steuben, 3  Roddy Campbell; Po-
tatoes Other, 1  Penny Dixon, 2 Fiona Shaw, 3 Moira 
Newiss; Carrots Long, 1 Penny Dixon, 2 Ritchie 
Robb, 3 Sue Greenwood; Carrots Other, 1  Barcaldine 
Primary School; Radish, 1  Barcaldine Primary 
School; Beetroot, 1 Fiona Shaw, 2 Jill Bowis, 3  Moira 
Newiss; Courgettes, 1  Ritchie Robb, 2 Fiona Shaw, 3  
Penny Dixon; Soft Fruit, 1  Sue Greenwood, 2 Lynda 
Mitchell, 3 Fiona Shaw; Rhubarb, 1 Marian Steeman, 
2 Sue Greenwood, 3  Lynda Mitchell; Marrow, 1 
Moira Newiss, 2 Moira Newiss; Lettuce, 1  Lochnell 

Primary School; Tomatoes Cherry, 1  Marian Stee-
man, 2 Penny Dixon, 3  Steve Eccles; Pot of One Herb, 
1 Sue Greenwood, 2 Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 3 Fiona 
Shaw; French Beans, 1 Jill Bowis, 2 Sue Greenwood, 
3 Moira Newiss; Broad Beans, 1 Sue Greenwood; 
Runner Beans, 1 Fiona Shaw, 2 Penny Dixon, 3  Fiona 
Shaw; Peppers, 1 Jane Eccles; Peas, 1  W Sturrock, 
2 Penny Dixon, 3 Marieke Steuben; Peas Mangetout/
Sugar Snap, 1 Marieke Steuben.

Pot Plant: Plant in Flower 1 Steve Eccles, 2 Sue 
Greenwood, 3 Caroline Campbell; Begonia, 1  Mari-
an Steeman; Fuschia, 1 Jane Eccles, 2 Penny Dixon, 3 
Marian Steeman; Cactus, 1  Rosie Robinson, 2 Andy 
Newiss, 3 Moira Newiss; Foliage Plant, 1 Marian 
Steeman.

Children’s Art Classes Age 9 and Under: Animal 
Puppet, 1 Charlotte Jackson Stark, 2 Aimee New-
iss, 3 Cameron McAllister; Flower Arrangement, 
1 Danna Johnstone, 2 Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 
3 Aimee Newiss; Model of Garden Creature, 1 
Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 2 Darcy Miller, 3 Dylan 
Houe; Plant in a Pot, 1 Aimee Newiss, 2 Ruairidh 
Newiss, 3 Charlotte Jackson-Stark; Garden on 
a Plate, 1 Charlotte Jackson-Stark, 2 Ben Mac-
Corquodale, 3 Abi MacCorquodale; Picture of a 
Gardener, 1 Abi MacCorquodale, 2 Tara Ula, 3 
Charlotte Jackson-Stark. Childrens Art Classes 
Age 10 to 14: Animal Puppet, 1 Eilidh MacPherson, 
2 Shona McKenzie, 3 Ruairidh Munro; Greeting 
Card, 1 Isla Buchanan, 2 Freya MacKechnie, 3 
Joshua Norman; Portable Garden Detective Kit, 1 
Eilidh MacPherson; Flower Arrangement, 1 Eilidh 
MacPherson; Plant in a Pot, 1 Eilidh MacPherson; 
Picture of a Gardener, 1 Shona MacKenzie, 2 Rose 
MacIntyre, 3 Isla Buchanan.

OPEN CLASS-FLOWERS: One vase 
annuals: 1  I Brown; One vase sweet 
peas, mixed, 12 spikes: 1   M MacKen-
zie, 2 A Pringle; One bloom dahlia - gi-
ant or large decorative, 10” or over: 1 D 
McDougall, 2  A Pringle, 3 I Brown; 
One bloom dahlia - giant or large cactus, 
10” or over: 1   D McDougall, 2 I Brown; 
Three blooms dahlias - medium decora-
tive, 6-8”: 1   D McDougall; Three 
blooms dahlias - medium cactus, 6-8”: 1   
I Brown, 2 B Hay, 3 D McDougall; 
Three blooms dahlias - small decorative, 
4-6”: 1  I Brown, 2 D McDougall; Three 
blooms dahlias - miniature decorative, 
not over 4”: 1  I Brown, 2  D McDougall, 
3  A Pringle;  Three blooms dahlias - 
small cactus, 4-6”: 1   D McDougall, 2  I 
Brown, 3  B Hay; Three blooms dahlias 
- small ball, 4-6”: 1   B Hay, 2  I Brown, 
3 D McDougall; Three blooms dahlias - 
miniature ball, not over 4”: 1   B Hay, 2  
D McDougall, 3 I Brown;  Five blooms 
dahlias - pompom, not over 2”: 1  M 
MaKenzie, 2 D McDougall, 3 H MacLe-
od; Three blooms dahlias – collarette: 1 
I Brown, 2  D McDougall; Three blooms 
dahlias - miniature cactus: 1   D McDou-
gall, 2 I Brown;  One vase four asters: 
1A Pringle, 2 H MacLeod;  One vase 
four Scotch marigolds: 1  I Brown, 2 L 
Scott; One vase four African marigolds: 
1  I Brown, 2 A Pringle; One vase four 
French marigolds: 1 L Scott, 2 I Brown; 
One vase four sp antirrhinums: 1  I 
Brown; One vase four roses: 1 I Brown; 
One vase one rose: 1 I Brown, 2  M 
MacKenzie; One vase six pansies or vio-
las: 1   H MacLeod, 2  L Scott, 3 I 
Brown; One vase three gladioli, large 
fl owered: 1  H MacLeod, 2 D MacDou-
gall; One vase of one gladiolus: 1 M 
MacKenzie, 2  H MacLeod, 3 I Brown; 
One pot plant in bloom: 1   H MacLeod, 
2  L Scott; One orchid: 1   H MacLeod, 2  
I Brown; One foliage plant: 1  H MacLe-
od;  Garden News Top Vase Competi-
tion: 1   A Pringle.      OPEN CLASS: 
VEGETABLES: Collection of vegeta-

bles: 1   May MacKenzie, 2   H MacLeod; 
Four potatoes, coloured, one variety: 1 
Alan Pringle, 2  May MacKenzie, 3 
James McDougall; Four potatoes, white, 
one variety: 1   May MacKenzie, 2  Alan 
Pringle;  Two caulifl owers: 1  H MacLe-
od,  2 B Hay; One cabbage: 1  J McDou-
gall, 2  H MacLeod; Two heads celery: 1 
H MacLeod, 2  B Hay; Three carrots – 
long: 1   H MacLeod, 2  May MacKenzie, 
3 J McDougall; Three carrots - stump 
rooted: 1   H MacLeod, 2  J McDougall; 
Three garden turnips: 1   H MacLeod; 
Three beet, round: 1   L Scott, 2 H Ma-
cLeod, 3 J McDougall;  Three leeks, 
long: 1   H MacLeod;   Three leeks, pot: 
1   H MacLeod, 2 J McDougall; Three 
onions (not from sets): 1   M MacKenzie, 
2 J McDougall, 3 H MacLeod;  Four to-
matoes: 1  J McDougall, 2 B Hay, 3 L 
Scott; Nine pods peas: 1 J McDougall, 2  
B Hay, 3 H MacLeod;  Nine pods broad 
beans: 1  H MacLeod; Nine pods French 
beans: 1  J McDougall, 2 H MacLeod; 
Nine pods runner beans: 1  H MacLeod, 
2 B Hay; Four shallots: 1   M MacKen-
zie, 2 H MacLeod, 3 J McDougall; Three 
onions (grown from sets): 1  M MacKen-
zie, 2 H MacLeod, 3 J McDougall; One 
cucumber: 1  L Scott, 2 B Hay, 3 J Mc-
Dougall;  One marrow: 1   J McDougall, 
2 B Hay, 3 H MacLeod; Three parsnips: 
1  H MacLeod, 2 B Hay. AMATEUR 
CLASS – FLOWERS: One vase sweet 
peas, nine spikes, mixed: 1   L Servant; 
One vase perennials: 1  L Servant; One 
vase three dahlias: 1  D McDougall; One 
dahlia, large or giant decorative or cac-
tus: 1   S Ogilvie, 2 D McDougall; One 
vase dahlias, three blooms, medium 
cactus: 1  D McDougall; One vase dahl-
ias, three blooms, medium decorative: 1   
D McDougall;  One vase dahlias, three 
blooms, cactus: 1   D McDougall; One 
vase dahlias, three blooms, poms: 1   D 
McDougall, 2 K Clayton; One vase 
dahlias, large poms, three blooms or 
honeycomb: 1   D McDougall, 2 K 
Clayton; One vase bedding dahlias, 6 

bloom: 1   C Blunsum; Three blooms, 
miniature cactus:   D McDougall; One 
vase four Scotch marigolds: 1   L Scott, 
2  L Servant; One vase four French 
marigolds: 1   L Scott, 2 L Servant; One 
vase four African marigolds: 1   L Scott, 
2 L Servant; One vase six violas or pan-
sies: 1   L Scott, 2  L Servant; One vase 
four phlox: 1   L Servant, 2  M Brown; 
One vase chrysanthemums, three 
blooms, one variety: 1   L Scott; One 
orchid: 1  K Clayton; One pot plant in 
bloom: 1   L Scott, 2 L Servant, 3 M 
Brown; One vase three gladioli: 1  D 
McDougall; One vase one gladiolus: 1   
D McDougall, 2  L Scott; One vase four 
asters: 1   L Scott; One vase three roses: 
1   R Horn; One vase single rose: 1   M 
Brown, 2 K Clayton, 3 R Horn.  AMA-
TEUR   CLASS – VEGETABLES: Col-
lection of vegetables, four kinds: 1   L 
Servant; Three potatoes, coloured, one 
variety: 1   L Servant;  Three potatoes, 
white, one variety: 1   L Servant, 2  L 
Scott;  One cabbage: 1   L Servant; Three 
carrots, long: 1   L Servant;    Three 
carrots, stump rooted: 1   L Servant;  
Two heads celery: 1  L Servant;  Three 
parsnips: 1 L Servant; Three onions 
(grown from sets): 1   L Servant;  Three 
beet, round: 1   L Scott, 2 L Servant;  
Three leeks, long: 1   L Servant; Three 
leeks, pot: 1   L Servant;  Three onions 
(not from sets): 1   L Servant; Three 
courgettes: 1   L Servant;  Nine pods 
broad beans: 1   L Servant;     Nine pods 
runner beans: 1  L Servant; One cauli-
fl ower: 1  L Scott;  Four shallots: 1   L 
Servant; Four tomatoes: 1   L Servant, 2 
I MacLean, 3 L Scott; One pot parsley: 1   
L Servant;  One cucumber: 1 L Scott, 2 L 
Servant; Collection of vegetables, Chal-
lenge Cup, Tray: 1   L Servant.    FLO-
RAL CLASSES:            An arrangement 
of mixed fl owers in a basket: 1  I Mac-
nab, 2 K Clayton, 3 D Henderson;  A 
Gent’s buttonhole & a lady’s corsage: 1   
I Macnab, 2 D Henderson; An arrange-
ment with driftwood: 1 D Henderson, 2 I 

Macnab; An arrangement to celebrate 
Taynuilt: 1 I Macnab, 2 D Henderson;  
An arrangement depicting a pantomime: 
1  I Macnab, 2 D Henderson; An ar-
rangement for frontal effect: 1 I Macnab, 
2 D Henderson;  Photo 6” x 4”, mounted 
not framed, of a local landscape: 1  I 
Macnab, 2 D Henderson; An arrange-
ment for a dining table: 1 D Henderson, 
2 I Macnab; An arrangement of foliage, 
seedheads and berries: 1   I Macnab, 2 D 
Henderson, 3 K Clayton. BAKING & 
JAMS: Cherry cake: 1    R Purdie, 2 Ann 
Weavind;  Sultana cake: 1  Ann 
Weavind, 2 R Purdie;  Madeira cake: 1 R 
Purdie, 2 Ann Weavind; Gingerbread 
(8oz fl our) melting method, no fruit: 1   
Ann Weavind, 2 R Purdie;    Fruit loaf, 
no yeast, dark: 1  R Purdie, 2 Ann 
Weavind;  Chocolate sponge fi lled with 
chocolate butter icing: 1  Ann Weavind; 
Victoria sponge, no fi lling, plain, in two 
parts: 1   R Purdie, 2 Ann Weavind;  
Four shortbread rounds 3” diameter: 1 
Ann Weavind; Queen cakes, four, with 
fruit: 1  R Purdie;  Four treacle scones, 
oven: 1   A Weavind; Four pancakes: 1   
R Purdie;  Four oven scones: 1 A 
Weavind, 2 Maureen Philip, 3 R Purdie;  
Four chocolate brownies, no nuts: 1   R 
Purdie; Six pieces tablet (not fudge): 1   
B McLean, 2 Ann Weavind, 3 R Purdie;  
Six pieces coconut ice: 1   R Purdie; Four 
decorated fairy cakes: 1 R Chisholm, 2 R 
Purdie; Four pieces millionaire short-
bread: 1  Ann Weavind;  One raspberry 
jam: 1   G Carswell, 2 K Campbell; One 
rhubarb and ginger jam: 1  K Campbell;  
One lemon curd: 1   K Campbell, 2 J 
MacFarlane;  One bramble and apple 
jelly: 1  K Campbell, 2  J MacFarlane;  
One marmalade: 1   K Campbell; One 
blackcurrant jam: 1   J MacFarlane, 2 K 
Campbell; One blackcurrant jelly: 1 J 
MacFarlane, 2 K Campbell; One straw-
berry jam: 1   J MacFarlane, 2 K Camp-
bell.    CHILDREN’S CLASSES:        
Girls & Boys, 5 and under: Arrangement 
of fl owers: 1   Kara Scott; Girls & Boys, 

6 to 12 years: Arrangement of garden 
fl owers: 1   Gemma Carswell; Painting/
drawing of a pet: 1=  Rowan Chislom 
and Gemma Carswell; Under 12 years 
baking       Four decorated fairy cakes: 1  
Rowan Chisholm, 2 Gemma Carswell. 
NOVICE SECTION: Flowers: Four pan-
sies or violas:   D Henderson; Baking:  
Victoria sponge: 1   S Carswell. CHAL-
LENGE CUPS & TROPHIES: Society’s 
Challenge Cup for most points in the 
open class vegetables:   Hugh MacLeod;   
Taynuilt Hotel Cup for most points in 
open fl owers:    Ian Brown;   Munro Cup 
for Best Exhibit in Horticultural Classes 
(30):   May MacKenzie;   Cruachan Cup 
for most points in amateur class, fl owers:   
D McDougall;   Melville Cup for most 
points in amateur class, vegetables:    L 
Servant;   Nant Cup for best garden:   L 
Scott;  Society’s Cup for Best Flower 
Garden:    Jessie Reid;  Lodge St Modan 
Cup for Best Garden in Housing 
Scheme:    I MacLean;  Mercer Cup for 
Best Collection of Vegetables (Amateur 
84):    L Servant;  Brochroy Cup for most 
points in Floral Section:    Islay MacNab;  
Society’s Cup for most points in Pre-
serves Section:    K Campbell;  Fleming 
Cup for Best Exhibit in Children’s Sec-
tion:    Gemma Carswell; Muckairn Cup 
for most points in Baking Section:    
Rhona Purdie:  Neil Jackson Memorial 
Cup for Best Exhibit in Amateur Class, 
Horticultural:    L Servant; Mrs C Camp-
bell Memorial Cup for most points in 
baking classes (120-124):    Rhona 
Purdie;  Challenge Cup for Best Exhibit 
in Collection of Vegetables (110):    L 
Servant; Jack Brown Memorial Cup for 
Best Vegetable Garden:    I MacLean;  
Andrew Cameron Cup for most points in 
Amateur Classes 66-68:    L Scott;  
Donald MacGregor Memorial Cup: 
Novice section:  Sophie Carswell;    
Special Prize - £5 for best set of leeks in 
show:    May MacKenzie;  Special Prize 
- £5 for best vase of dahlias in show:    D 
McDougall. 

TAYNUILT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SHOW RESULTS 2014

NORTH CONNEL AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SHOW RESULTS 2014ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING ATHLETICS RESULTS 2014

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Seumas Alexander 
Kennedy MacArthur 
has registered his 
croft 8,9,13 &14 Moss, 
Isle of Tiree on the 
Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 13th 
May 2015.
Details of the regis-
tration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  
The croft registration 
number is C411. 

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Gilleasbuig Kennedy 
has registered his 
croft 12 West Hynish, 
Tiree, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wish-
es to challenge the 
registration may apply 
to the Scottish Land 
Court by 7th May 2015.
Details of the registra-
tion can be found at 
www.crof ts.ros.gov.
uk/register/home. The 
croft registration num-
ber is C396.
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Mitsubishi Evo 6

£7,000

scotshopbiz@aol.com   07766 911 854

Reims blue,
51,000 miles,

Very Good Condition.
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INSURANCE

DRIVETIMES

15 Foot Loch boat

Telephone 01866 833042

Clovelly 460 Green GRP Hull with 
wooden trim with Bramber Trailer 
NEW 2010 (see www.clovellyboats.
co.uk for full speci� cation) With 5HP 
Tohatso outboard and full inventory 
with low engine hours. 
All in good condition

£3,100

5.85mt Ribcraft

Telephone 01546 830205

75 HP mariner, 
ptt, roller coaster 
trailer,
fast, stable rib.

£5,750 o.n.o.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

All 4 X 4 Vehicles
any make or model, from 1990 to new, 
also high mileage, non runners, MOT 

failures etc considered.
Finance settled, top cash prices paid,

instant payment and collection.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

WANTED

Tel 07788 260263

Caravans, Campervans, 
all Motor Homes, any year,

size or condition, even damp 
or damaged. 

Will collect and pay cash.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good quality 4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4x4 pickups, must be in good condition and 

reasonable mileage. Older 4x4s and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, 
Toyota, Landrover, Mitsubishi, 

high miles no problem, 
MOT or not, instant decision, 

same day payment.

7 seater Honda Stream Sport 2002

£1650

Tel: 07979 303849/07952 266455

low mileage (79,000 
miles), MOT and tax Feb 
2015, petrol, automatic 
with manual option. 
Reliable family car. 
Priced for quick sale.

Citroen Berlingo Van

£2400 o.n.o.

Phone 01770 600705 (Arran)

Diesel , 
2007, 
30,000 miles.

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 
Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray - Shore Street 
Tel: 01499 302150

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park 
Tel: 01546 606767/

01546 606272

Sealine 218 Motor Cruiser

Telephone 01631 710782/
079060 25678

204HP Volvo Penta 
duoprop sterndrive, price 
includes 15HP aux Tohatsu 
outboard(<10 hours use) 
and trailer, GPS, DSC VHF, 
Windlass, shower toilet and 
2 cabins.

£12,000 o.n.o.

International Cruisers 224

Tel: 01583 431362 or 07814 767813

4 berths in 2 cabins, hot and cold 
water, shower, toilet, fridge, gas 
hob, new canopy, Volvo penta 
aq211a inboard, duoprop tender 
with Honda 5hp 4 stroke.  Heavy 
duty 4 wheel braked trailer.

£5,500
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TO LET
Craigloiste, Kilchrenan

by Taynuilt
3 Bedroom unfurnished

house 
garden and out buildings

Set in Farmland
£650 per month 

Tel: 01866 822 755

Landlord No: 
400942/130/21231

EPC pending

Stevenson Kennedy 
Ltd

3 Bedroom dwelling at 
Ganavan with sea views 

to let.
Ideal property for 

professional couple.
For further details 
contact: Stevenson 

Kennedy Ltd, Linndhu 
House, 19 Stevenson St, 

Oban, PA34 5NA
Tel: 01631 562317

HOUSE TO LET
Clachan Seil

Unfurnished, Completely 
renovated over past 3 years.

3-4 bedrooms, 2 public 
rooms, 2 bathrooms. 

Garden with direct access 
to open countryside.

Sea view.  Parking, dog 
pen, shed.  £750pcm

Please contact:  
01852 300326 or 

07947 855941

BUSINESS 
FOR SALE

Fort William
Profi table, local, well 
established Removals 

& Storage business 
for sale due to 

reti rement.
All enquiries to Jimmy 
Cameron via email in 

the 1st instance.
cameronremovals@

hotmail.co.uk
west coast
PROPERTY

Professional couple 
with young family are 
relocating to the Isle 
of Mull/Oban area & 
require house to rent. 

3/4 Bed property, rural or 
town location, close to a 

primary school, bus route 
and high school if poss.

Contact Andy on 
07553 404 498 or 

patonas@yahoo.com

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk
01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

To Let - Near Spean Bridge & Fort William
Two bedroom flat in an idyllic rural location. 

Further information on request.
Landlord Registration No: 40775/270/24030

Energy Performance Certificate – Band F

For information please contact Angus Kelly
email: angus.kelly@bidwells.co.uk

TO LET OBAN
Fully Furnished 

3 Bedroom House
£600 pcm + Council Tax 

& Utilities
Sorry No Smoking, Pets 

or DSS
References required

Landlord Reg:
252990/130/23511

Tel 01631 562 753 - 
Evenings

Property Classifi eds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Promote your business in our Property 
Classifi eds secti on.   Tel: 01631 568010

Surveyors and Valuers

Sales & Lettings
Valuations

Lease Renewals
Rent Reviews

Investment Consultancy
Development Consultancy

Business Sales

Enquiries & information: 
www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

Tel: 01631 562637 Mobile: 07711 955845 

Window Blinds
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES MOBILITY

DRAINAGE

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

TRIPLE GLAZING AVAILABLE ON
 SOME WINDOWS AND DOORS

Also available Garage Doors, Pati o and Bi fold doors, 
Porches, Flat Roofs, Gutt ers, Fascias, Soffi  ts,

Bargeboards, Driveways 
UP TO 50% OFF SELECTED ITEMS

Contact Consultant
Peter Ramsay Tel: 07816 934364

Residenti al and Commercial enquiries welcome

WINDOWS & DOORS

GROUNDWORKS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

OBAN BLINDS

PRINTING
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LOCAL SERVICES

FOR SALE

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

Offers in the region 
of £145,000

3 Ellenabeich, Easdale
By Oban PA34 4RQ
•  Charming mid-terraced 

cottage in the picturesque 
village of Ellenabeich

•  Porch, Lounge, Double 
Bedroom, Kitchen, 
Bathroom, Private Garden

•  Extended & renovated to a 
high standard

•  Immaculate condition with 
newly installed kitchen & 
neutral décor throughout

•  Exclusive private garden 
(adjacent to property) 

•  Fully double glazed, wood 
burning stove & electric 
heating

•  Viewing highly recommended

FREEHOLD FOR SALE IN THREE 
LOTS OR AS A WHOLE

Lot 1 - 0.53 Ha/1.30 Acres
Offers Over £30,000

Lot 2 - 100.10 Ha/247.34 Acres
Offers Over £200,000

Lot 3 - 114.05 Ha/281.81 Acres
Offers Over £270,000

● Productive commercial forest ● Stunning location on the Island of Mull
● Diverse age range of timber crops ● Mature timber ready for felling
● Access directly off a public road ● Sporting rights included

As A Whole Offers Over £500,000

LOCHDON FOREST Isle of Mull, Argyll
214.68 Hectares/530.47 Acres

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800    www.johnclegg.co.uk.



INDESPENSION 
TRAILER

£2400
TEL 01631 563668

10’ by 6’ hardly used.  Price 
includes VAT.

£

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

West Coast Classifi eds 
has changed!

FREE LISTINGS FOR 
ITEMS UNDER £100

We’ve increased the minimum value for free 
listings to apply to items worth £100 or less. Plus, 
draw attention to your item with our new photo 
and description box for just £15 for two weeks.

NEW CLASSIFIED PRICES:
Items under £100 - FREE

Items over £100 - £10 for 2 weeks
Boxed ads - £12.50 for 2 weeks
Add a photo - £15 for 2 weeks

All inclusive of VAT. Maximum 25 words. 20 words for 
photo ads. Terms & conditions apply. Book online.

For photo ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk/photo

For text only ads: 
visit www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Or telephone 01631 568000

PERSONALS

Happy 18th Birthday

Morgan MacLennan
10th September
Lots of Love Mum, Dad, 
Sophie, Buster, Nana, 
Grandad
& Uncle Robert
x x x x
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BORDER
COLLIE PUPS

£100
SARAH 01688 500252

2 lovely bitches, home 
reared, well socialised, 

wormed 1st vaccination, 
calm temperament. Must go 
to good home, ready to go.

2009 BRIAN 
JAMES TRAILER

£1800
TEL 07763 147735

Cargo-T-GG 200C. All 
galvanised chassis, 

aluminium removable 
sides, galvanised ramps. 
Internal bed dimensions 

2.00 x 3.60.6.10m overall 
length. Top quality trailer. 

Around £3000 new

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

6 DECORATIVE Glass 
Paperweights,  £10 
each Telephone 07717 
606245.
ANTIQUE  DESSERT/ 
BUTTER KNIFE Set 
of 6 Pinder Brothers 
stainless steel knives 
with cream colour han-
dles in original box. Est 
1877. As new condition,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
720751.
AYNSLEY DIAMOND 
JUBILEE PLATE gold 
embellished decorative 
plate depicting Queen 
Elizabeth and George 
V1. Perfect condition,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720751.
JOHN SANDERSON 
SILVER PLATED su-
perb boxed set of 12 
Victorian silver plate 
teaspoons and sugar 
tongs. Excellent con-
dition,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720751.
ROYAL DOULTON 
DECORATIVE PLATE 
'Spitfi re coming home' 
limited edition plate in 
perfect condition. Not 
boxed,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720751.
SELFRIDGE ANTIQUE 
CUTLERY set of 6 
soup spoons, 6 des-
sert spoons, 6 dinner 
forks, 5 dessert forks 
and 4 tablespoons, all 
hallmarked epns A1,  
£50 Telephone 01631 
720751.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHICCO BAND BABY 
WALKER green, ad-
justable to 3 heights, 
removable electronic 
lights and sounds toy 
panel, folds for storage, 
6 safety brakes, 6mths+, 
as new,  £28 Telephone 
01546 603203 or  07427 
502404.
MOSES BASKET rock-
ing moses basket, white 
and pine stand, used 
only once,  £10 Tele-
phone 01631 563782.

 BICYCLES
GARAGE CLEAR-
ANCE 3 bikes for sale, 
good condition,  £50 
the lot Telephone 01631 
730348.

JAZZY SELECT 6 
POWERCHAIR

£500
TEL 01546 810211

Highly manoeuvrable 
indoor/outdoor powerchair. 

Lifting arms, swivel/
reclining chair. Up to 15 
miles range. Little used, 

excellent condition. Battery 
charger, owners manual.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
1 X MODULAR LAN-
DROVER  Steel Wheel,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
710523.
FORD FOCUS LIGHTS 
rear blacked out Focus 
lights,  £10 Telephone 
07950 253281.
GREY DEFENDER 
CUBBY BOX in used 
condition, lock is miss-
ing,  £25 Telephone 
01631 710523.
LANDROVER DE-
FENDER SPARE 
WHEEL Carrier, 1 x 
Landrover Defender 
spare wheel carrier, 
opens separate to back 
door,   £70 Telephone 
01631 710523.
STAINLESS STEEL 
BULLBAR would fi t 
Toyota Hilux/Mitsubishi 
L200,  £50.00 Tele-
phone 07821029189.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

COMPUTER MONI-
TOR Samsung 17", in 
perfect working order. 
Surplus to present re-
quirements,  £45 Tele-
phone 01631 563452.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DYSON 07 ,  £40 Tele-
phone 07881 674301.
ELECTRIC HOB nearly 
new, white,  £15 Tele-
phone 07950 253281.
FRIGIDAIRE upright 
fridge,  £40.00 Tele-
phone 07876 432223.
FRIGIDAIRE upright 
freezer,  £40 Telephone 
07876 432223.
NORFROST CHEST 
FREEZER  33" across, 
white.  Over 170Ltrs, 
good working order.  On 
my own and this is far 
too large,  £90ono Tele-
phone 01631 562860.
PORTABLE OVEN 
Bifi nett portable oven 
and grill with timer and 
instruction book. Good 
condition,  £30 Tele-
phone 01631 566518.

 DOMESTIC PETS
JACK RUSSELL BITCH 
PUP tan/white, short 
legged, fantastic nature, 
vet checked and fi rst 
vacc given 8 weeks old,  
£350 Telephone 07760 
843546.

LABRADOR PUPPIES 
beautiful chocolate and 
black labrador puppies, 
three dogs, one bitch, 
KC registered, ready 
now, work or pet. Tele-
phone 01586 810391 or 
07977 327751².

 FURNITURE
BOX SOFA CHAIR 
plain cream, 2 matching 
cushions, washable 
cover, very good condi-
tion. W 112cm, D 92cm, 
H 71cm,  £50 Telephone 
01631 710335.
CANVAS WARDROBE 
wooden wardrobe, 
classed as single but 
could pass as double, 
Argos page 1220 item 
6,  £10 Telephone 
07950 253281.
DESK antique pine 
desk, ideal for studying.  
Sliding middle shelf for 
laptop or keyboard stor-

BORDER
COLLIE

£500
TEL 01397 712634

Choc and white ped reg 
border collie male puppy 
ready now. Suitable as 

family pet or any dog sports, 
very friendly.

age.  Storage on either 
side,  £40 Telephone 
01631 358058.
DINING TABLE/CON-
SOLE lovely solid wood 
dining table, both sides 
fold to form a console,  
£80 Telephone 07828 
730964.
HEAVY SOLID AMERI-
CAN LEATHER  Suite, 2 
sofas from USA, heavy 
big pieces, chocolate 
brown, one 2 seater and 
one 3 seater.  Also a 
brown leather armchair 
and pouffe,  £400 Tele-
phone 07828 730964.
LARGE PINE DRESS-
ER  base unit with cup-
boards and drawers, 
upper unit with shelves 
and glass fronted cup-
boards, 2 m x 1.5m,  
£40 Telephone 07767 
775746.
LARGE WARDROBE 
solid green oak vintage 
style wardrobe in natural 
wood. Could be a blank 
canvas for someone 
with an eye for interior 
design,  £99 Telephone 
01631 358058.
SINGLE BED lovely 
"Kozee Sleep" single 
bed, with comfortable 
mattress and dralon 
headboard. Excellent 
condition, ex Mathe-
sons of Oban,  £75 Tele-
phone 01631 570767.
SMALL DINING TABLE  
small square wood din-
ing table and 4 leather 
chairs,  £90 Telephone 
07828 730964.
STUNNING SOLID 
WOOD DINING Table, 
Pottery Barn solid 
wood dining table and 
8 chairs, with 2 extra 
leaves to make up to 10 
or 12. Large Heavy fur-
niture,  £350 Telephone 
07828 730964².
TABLE dark wood gate 
leg table, very good 
condition,  £25 Tele-
phone 01631 566896.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

CHROME HEATED 
TOWEL RADIATORS 
3 used chrome heated 
towel radiators, stats, 
valves, fi xings, full 
working order. 1 x 110 
x 50cm, £35.  2 x 80 x 
50cm, £30 each. Tele-
phone 01631 710846.

COMPANION FIRE 
TOOLS 29" long each, 
tongs, poker and 
shovel. No stand, very 
heavy, made of steel or 
cast, have decorative 
head, ideal large fi re,  
£15 Telephone 01880 
821455.
WOODEN FIRE BEL-
LOWS 39" long, 20" 
pipe, 19" wood part, 
leather bellow part with 
studs. Old, ideal for 
large fi re or decorative 
purpose,  £25 Tele-
phone 01880 821455.

 HIGHLAND DRESS
GHILLIE BROGUES 
SIZE 10.5 brand new 
and boxed gent's 
Ghillie brogues size 
10.5. Bargain at £20,  
£20 Telephone 01583 
431681Carradale.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

HANDHELD TEL-
ESCOPE 3 drawer, 
instruction book, protec-
tion tube with carrying 
strap, in original box, 
very good condition,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
770310.
PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Baby 
Blue and Baby Pink col-
ours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 
13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

BUSH CD Radio Cas-
sette Player,  £10 Tele-
phone 01631 562860.
THOMSON SKY DIGI-
BOX card but no remote 
control,  £35 ono Tele-
phone 01631 562860.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
 WOODEN WINDOW 
BLINDS brand new, 
boxed, quality, teak.  
Cost £266, 177cm wide 
x 202.5cm drop, may 
deliver. Contact me for 
photos,  £99.99ono 
Telephone 07748 
770223 Dunoon.
DOUBLE MATTRESS 
orthopaedic memory 
foam double mattress, 
still wrapped up, never 
used, cost £1,060, will 
accept,  £160 Tele-
phone 07774 548030.

WOODEN BUNK BEDS 
very solid set of wooden 
bunk beds (from Ben-
sons For Beds)  hardly 
used, now surplus to 
requirements. Inc. 2 x 
mattresses,  £200 Tele-
phone 07786 778166.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK 
beech colour computer 
desk and folding chair, 
very good condition,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
566896.
FILING CABINET 4 
drawer fi ling cabinet. 
Green colour, has key 
and locks. 51" high, 24" 
deep, 18.5" wide, vgc,  
£30 Telephone 01880 
821455.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

HOTPOINT FRIDGE 
under unit fridge, 32.5" 
high,21.5"wide. Vgc, 2 
shelves adjusting, bot-
tom basket, 2 year old, 
white,  £40 Telephone 
01880 821455.
KITCHEN FOR SALE 
Homebase Arundel 
light blue kitchen units, 
stainless steel extractor 
and wine cooler, Perfect 
condition, 2 years old,  
£850 Telephone 07979 
708178.
LEC FRIDGE under 
unit size.32.5"high,19" 
wide, white. Vgc, 2 year 
old, small freezer part at 
top. 2 shelves, basket,  
£40 Telephone 01880 
821455.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

PICNIC SET hard case 
with 4 crockery place 
settings, cutlery, salt 
& pepper, 2 Thermos 
fl asks & food con-
tainers. Vg condition,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
563452.

 LIVESTOCK
HENS FOR SALE qual-
ity high-line point of lay 
pullets,  £10 Telephone 
07968 259502.²
SKYE PULLETS brown, 
black, pure, 1 ducks, 
geese, feeders, drinkers 
and sheds,   Telephone 
01470 572213².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photogra-
phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
OFF ROAD CHILD'S 
BUGGY 150cc, good 
working order, needs 
a coat of paint,  £250 
Telephone 01631 
720311.

 MOBILITY

MOBILITY SCOOTER 
Red Shoprider, 1 year 
old, used once, was 
£1,800,  £750 Tele-
phone 07881 883372.

MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

SAMSUNG GALAXY 
ACE Smartphone,  
£49.99 Telephone 
07881 674301.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

72 BASS ACCORDION 
72 Bass Galotta accor-
dion, pearl red, great 
condition, good quality 
straps. Hohner Gig bag 
included,  £500 Tele-
phone 07513 911203.
MINI PIANO ACCOR-
DION red, 12 buttons, 
one and a half octaves, 
suitable for a young 
child,  £10 Telephone 
07787 467129.
VIOLIN full size 'Stentor 
Student' outfi t with bow, 
case, spare strings and 
various accessories. 
Hardly used, so in new 
condition,  £50 Tele-
phone 01631 563452.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/
A3 size, sold in reams 
or by the box, ideal 
for copiers, lasers and 
fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, num-
bered and perforated 
to your requirements.  
From Krisp Print. Tele-
phone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
WARHAMMER 40,000 
CHAOS SPACE  Ma-
rine, Defi ler (large 
fi gure). Undercoated 
black,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720751.
WARHAMMER 40,000 
GREY KNIGHTS Group 
of 5 metal fi gures. 2 
undercoated. Other 
Warhammer items 
available. Please phone 
for details,  £10 Tele-
phone 01631 720751.
WARHAMMER 40000 
SPACE MARINES 
Group of 5 assembled, 
1 part painted and 1 
undercoated. Other 

Warhammer items also 
available,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720751.

TRAILERS

 WANTED
ADULT JACK RUSSELL 
for company, good home 
waiting, previous dog 
owner.  In fi rst instance 
contact Linda at Steven-
son Kennedy Ltd, email 
linda@stevensonken-
nedy.co.uk  Telephone 
01631 562317.
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities 
considered.  Telephone 
07435 589701.

TO YOUR CLASSIFIEDS
AND INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF SELLING

Things to remember when placing your ad
 Product title i.e acoustic guitar
 Product description (approx 15-20 words)
 Selling price
 Contact telephone number
 Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
 it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST 
£15

FOR TWO 
WEEKS

(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO)
Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

ACOUSTIC 
GUITAR

£100
TEL 01631 568035

Yamaha acoustic guitar in 
good condition. Built in tuner, 

new strings, comes with 
padded gig bag. In Oban.

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to
place your photo advert:
• visit www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk/photo
• Telephone 01631 568 000 or 01397 703 003
 • Or bring your photo in to any of our offi ces in Oban, 
Fort William, Lochgilphead or Campbeltown

ADD A 
PHOTO

PHOTO 
ORDERS A4 

photograph 

£6.76

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times offi ce 

with the date of publication and the code 
printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Fort William offi ce
Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

Oban offi ce
PO Box 1
Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

email: adverts@obantimes.co.uk

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising
Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Rosalyn Poulton
rpoulton@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as a newspaper at the Post Offi ce. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Steven Rae
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Emma Crichton
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GRADUATION
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Points of View

Thought for the week

Liam Orr graduated recently with a First Class Honours 
degree in Accountancy from Glasgow Caledonian University. 
Liam is the eldest son of David and Sandy Orr, Benderloch 
and grandson of Gordon and Helen Grant, Isle of Iona and 

Willie and Jan Orr, Benderloch. He has taken up a graduate 
training position with a fi rm of Chartered Accountants in 

Glasgow, and the family are all very proud of him.

BIRTHS
PATERSON - Euan and 
Lorna are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 
fi rst child, Emma Elizabeth, 
at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, on Tuesday 
August 26, 2014. A fi rst 
grandchild for David and 
Audrey Paterson, Taynuilt, 
and a sixth grandchild for Ian 
and Lorna Wallace, Appin. 
Thank you to the staff at 
Oban maternity unit and the 
RAH in Paisley.

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - On August 
27, 2014, Flora Jane 
Campbell (Jean), (b. Furnace, 
1923) elder sister of the late; 
Margaret, Josie, Hughie 
and Jimmy and much loved 
aunt to the late wee Duncan 
and her many nieces and 
nephews, also good friend to 
Ewan. Jean peacefully and 
sadly passed away in Oban, 
aged 91 years, after a short 
illness.
CRICHTON - Suddenly 
after an accident on August 
27, 2014, Mary Crichton, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull, 
aged 67 years. Loving wife of 
the late Charlie, much loved 
mum, granny and sister. 
Funeral service to be held at 
Tobermory Parish Church on 
Thursday September 4, 2014 
at 12.00 noon. Thereafter to 
Pennygown Cemetery.
JOHNSTON – Suddenly 
but peacefully at Hull Royal 
Infi rmary on Friday August 
29 2014, aged 45 years, 
James Archibald (Jimmy J), 
beloved husband of Tracey 
and adored dad of Ryan and 
Rachel, much loved son of 
Libby and Jimmy and brother 
of Lorraine, Gillian and 
family.  Funeral service on 
Saturday 6 September 2014 
at 11.30 am in the Round 
Church, Bowmore.
MACINTYRE - On August 
31, 2014, peacefully at home, 
after an illness, courageously 
and bravely borne, Mary 
MacIntyre, (née MacDonald), 
aged 71 years, beloved wife 
of Angus MacIntyre, much 
loved mother of Marie, 
Angus, Catherine, Iain and 
Margaret and a dearly loved 
grandmother.  Funeral Mass at 
St Margaret’s, Lochgilphead, 
(today) Thursday, September 
4 at 11.00am, interment 
thereafter at Achnabreac 
Cemetery, to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited.  Donations if 
desired, for St Margaret’s and 
Macmillan Cancer Care.
MACKAY - Peacefully 
at home in Rockfi eld, Fort 
Augustus, on Sunday August 
31, 2014, with her family 
beside her, Mairead MacKay 
(née Thomson), aged 64 
years, younger daughter of 
the late Provost and Mrs. 
Donald Thomson, Oban. 
Dearly loved mum of Reay 
and Lorn, sister of Catriona, 
Donald and the late Lionel, 
former Depute Head at Fort 
Augustus School. Sorely 
missed. Funeral service on 
Monday September 8 at 
1:00p.m. in the Church of 
Scotland, Fort Augustus, 
thereafter to Strathoich 
Cemetery, Jenkins Park. All 
friends respectfully invited. 
Retiring collection for Cancer 
Research at the service or 
please forward to William 
T. Fraser and Son, Funeral 
Directors, Culduthel Road, 
Inverness. Gus am bris an là.
MAXWELL - Thomas 
Stewart of Kenovay, Tiree, 
formerly of Sandbank by 
Dunoon. Peacefully at home 
on August 26, 2014. Beloved 
husband to Fiona and much 
loved father, grand-father and 
great grand-father. Funeral 
was held at Clydebank 
Crematorium on Wednesday 
September 3, 2014.
RENNIE - Frank Rennie, in 
his 80th year, peacefully at 
the Mid Argyll Community 
Hospital, on September 1, 
2014.  The funeral service 
will be held at Tayvallich 
Parish Church of Scotland, 
on Friday, September 5 
at 1.00pm. No fl owers 
please, but the family would 
appreciate donations to 
Parkinson’s Scotland, the 
Dochas Centre or the Scottish 
Bible Society.  Sincere thanks 
to the clerical and medical 
staff at the Mid Argyll 
Hospital, staff of Argyll Home 
Care, and staff of Carr Gomm 
for their compassionate care 
and attention received in 
recent years.
ROBERTSON 
(KILFINNAN) - Peacefully 
at Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, on August 31, 
2014, Charles Robertson, 
aged 93 years, Kilfi nnan 
Farm, Spean Bridge, beloved 
husband of the late Margaret, 
father of Neil, Ewen, Fiona, 
Margaret and Marion, and a 
proud Grandfather.  Funeral 
service on Friday September 
5 at 11am in Invergarry 
Parish Church thereafter to 
Invergarry Cemetery.  Family 
fl owers only.  Donations, 
if desired to Fort Augustus 
Medical Centre, may be given 
at the service or forwarded to 
the Funeral Directors, John 
Fraser & Son, 17 – 29 Chapel 
Street, Inverness, IV1 1NA.

STEWART - Suddenly but 
peacefully at home in Fort 
William, Cameron (Rusty), 
aged 47, beloved son of 
Janet. Funeral Service on 
Friday, September 5 at 1pm 
in Duncansburgh Church, 
followed by interment at 
Acharacle Church of Scotland 
at 3.30pm. Family fl owers 
only please. Donations 
if desired to Heart Smart 
Lochaber.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
FOWLER - August 2014
Jann, Lorne, Craig and Harry 
and their families would like 
to thank everyone for the love 
and support at this sad time. 
We express our appreciation 
of the care given by Dr. 
Jespersen, the doctors and 
nurses of the Oban Medical 
Centre, Oban Hospital, the 
helicopter crew and the staff 
of the R.A.H, Paisley.
The Fowler family found 
much comfort in the many 
people who came to celebrate 
Harry's life at the church 
service on Monday August 
18, so ably conducted by 
the Reverend D. Cameron 
and those who contributed 
musically to make the service 
so memorable. The sum of 
£1,000 was collected for 
Oban Hospice.
MACGILLIVRAY - Paul 
would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for 
all their visits, messages, 
cards and kind words about 
mum. Special thanks to 
Mike, Beth, John, and Jamie 
of Mike McFall Funeral 
Directors for taking care of 
mum and their support. Also 
to Rev. Muirhead for a lovely 
service and all her help. The 
collection raised £265 for 
Cancer Research.
WELLS - Maurice, Joyce and 
family would like to thank 
everyone for their cards, 
fl owers, gifts, messages and 
support following the tragic 
loss of Gary. Thank you 
to Rev Morag Muirhead, 
Duncansburgh Church for 
her kind and comforting 
funeral service and all her 
help beforehand. Thanks 
to Mike McFall, Funeral 
Director and his staff for 
their caring, sympathetic and 
professionalism in dealing 
with our tragic circumstances. 
Extended thanks to all staff at 
the Railway Club, Inverlochy 
for providing refreshments 
and buffet following the 
burial. The sum raised for the 
1730 Lochaber Air Training 
Corps exceeds £1,700. We 
wish to express our heartfelt 
thanks to all who attended 
Gary's funeral and all who 
contributed towards the 
collection.
WYLIE - Catherine, 
Diane, Maree, Lorna 
and Rebecca would like 
to thank family friends, 
neighbours and community 
of Oban and beyond, for their 
overwhelming kindness and 
support following the very 
sad loss of their beloved 
Bob. The telephone calls, 
letters, cards and fl owers 
were beyond belief, as 
was the attendance at the 
funeral. Sincere thanks to Mr 
Abraham of Lorn and Islands 
Hospital and to Hilary Brown, 
Macmillan Nurse for her 
devoted care and attendance 
" a ray of sunshine". To 
Catriona, Owen, James 
and John of Hamish Hoey 
Funeral Directors, who have 
always been our dear friends, 
thank you for your very 
professional and personal 
service. To Monsignor James 
MacNeil, for the beautiful 
and comforting service, 
Maureen, Duncan, Norman 
and the Cathedral choir for 
uplifting music and singing. 
To Duncan Forgrieve for 
his personal eulogy, also 
David, Duncan, Andrew 
and Kenneth for their many 
visits and all the members of 
Oban Celtic Shinty Club for 
their support and kindness 
over many years. Thanks to 
the Royal Hotel for catering. 
The retiring collection 
for Macmillan Nurses 
(Oban Branch) raised the 
magnifi cent sum of £1706.13. 
Bob - a wonderful husband, 
dad, granda who worked so 
hard to provide so much for 
his family, will be sorely 
missed but we take comfort 
knowing that he is now 
reunited with his beloved 
son Robert. Muldoanich, 
Morvern Hill, Oban.

MEMORIAMS
BARNHAM - In loving 
memory of Val Barnham, 
a fantastic wife, mum and 
grandma, September 3, 2013. 
A year has passed but in our 
hearts you always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Les, Becs, Matt, Josh, Louis 
and Oli xxxxxx
CRAVEN - In loving memory 
of our dear brother Billy, who 
passed away on September 3, 
2009.
Every day in some small way 
memories of you come our 
way.
- Allan and Marleen.
DAW - In loving memory 
of Hugh (Hughie), fondly 
remembered and missed. 
Take care of Mum for me.
- Paul

MACCORQUODALE - 
Cathie.
They say it's a beautiful 
journey
from the old world to the new
Someday I'll make that 
journey
which will lead me straight 
to you
And when I reach that garden
in which there is no pain.
I'll put my arms around you 
and we'll never part again.
- Your loving husband Hugh.
MACCORQUODALE - 
Some may forget you
now you are gone
But we will remember you
No matter how long
- Your loving sister Peggy, 
late of Tobermory, Mull now 
in Lenzie.
MACCORQUODALE - 
The special years will never 
return when we were all 
together
But with the love that's in our 
hearts you will walk with us 
forever
Life goes on we know, that's 
true
But it's not the same since we 
lost you.
- Your loving daughter Mary.
MACCORQUODALE - 
I miss your voice and see 
your smile
To sit with you and talk a 
while
And to be together for just 
one more while.
Love you.
- Your grand-daughter Megan.
MACCORQUODALE - 
There's always a face before 
me, a voice I would like to 
hear.
A smile I will always 
remember of a gran I loved 
so dear.
More precious than silver or 
gold, its a picture of my love 
one
Whose memory will never 
grow old.
- Your loving grandson Neil.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Lena who passed 
away September 1, 2001.
A much loved mother and 
granny.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- John, Donald, Kenneth and 
families.xxx
MACDONALD - In memory 
of Margaret MacDonald (née 
Lawrie), who passed away on 
September 8, 2013.
God looked around his garden
And found an empty place
He then looked down upon 
the earth
And saw your tired face
He put his arms around you
And lifted you to rest
God's garden must be 
beautiful
He always takes the best.
- Willie, William, Rosalyn, 
Mary, Colin and families.
MACKENZIE - Fondest 
memories of happy times 
shared with my gran Bella 
MacKenzie (Lack), who 
passed away September 1, 
1994 aged 80 years.
- Cambi, Islay.
MACKENZIE - With 
fondest memories of a loving 
mother and granny Isabella 
MacKenzie (Lack), who 
passed away September 1, 
1994.
Her memory is a keepsake
With which we'll never part
God has her in his keeping
And we have her in our hearts.
- Margaret, Teddy and 
Tierney, Islay.
MACMILLAN - In loving 
memory of our dear brother-
in-law and uncle Ian, who 
died September 5, 2012.
Always in our hearts.
WILSON - In loving memory 
of a loving mother, gran and 
great-gran, May Wilson, who 
died on September 8, 2013.
Memories are like threads of 
gold
They never tarnish or grow 
old
Sunshine passes, shadows fall
Loving memories outlast all
Sadly missed.
- John, Mollie, Cameron and 
families.

WE HAVE enjoyed some beau-
tiful late summer days recently, 
days in which to stop, look 
around and take in the magnifi -
cence of our local scenery. 

The play of light and shade 
over land and sea, and the 
range of colours, provides us 
with stunning art from God’s 
palette!

Looking at the wider view, 
seeing beyond ourselves, 
taking time to appreciate 
our surroundings and notice 
something new, can be a way to 
nurture the sense of well-being 
that is much needed in our busy 
lives.

This way of being can link to 
the way we interact with other 
people. Do we have enough in-
terest in the opinions of others 
to give time to hear another 
point of view? 

We might not understand 
each other, we might disagree, 
but we can listen. 

Different viewpoints are 
hugely apparent in our commu-

nities at this present time. 
How we deal with them and 

react has implications for our 
relationship in the coming 
weeks. 

Can different points of view 
be held and expressed without 
creating animosity between 
people? It could be a testing 
time in maintaining relation-
ships.

The Psalmist recommends 
taking the ‘wider view’, 
looking  beyond  ourselves, to 
provide the backdrop to our 
attitudes and concerns about 
the uncertainties of everyday 
living and the future. 

He says that, by ‘ lifting  his 
eyes to the hills’, he’s reminded 
of God’s bigger plan and that 
He is the source of help we 
need: “My help comes from the 
Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. The Lord will keep you 
from all evil, He will keep your 
life.”  (Psalm 121)

Carol Leech

LAURENCE Mee, who has 
died aged 63, was the char-
ismatic head of the Scottish 
Association of Marine Science 
whose love of the sea took him 
on a worldwide odyssey across 
almost 50 countries.

He had already gained a global 
reputation working in Mexico, 
Monaco and Instanbul when he 
arrived in Argyll via Plymouth 
and quickly established himself 
as an active scientist, outstand-
ing communicator and ideas 
man, with an eye on the bigger 
picture, as well as an effi cient 
and diplomatic administrator.

As the UK’s fi rst professor of 
marine and coastal policy, he 
was passionate about investi-
gating the link between people 
and marine ecological systems 
and the relationship between 
science and policy, which led 
to several major international 
initiatives in these fi elds.

And after moving north as 
director of the Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science 
(SAMS) near Oban, he was 
instrumental in the founding of 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands which is partnered 
with SAMS.

Ipswich-born, his passion 
for the sea stemmed from his 
childhood playing and sailing 
on the River Orwell. 

He gained a BSc in chemical 
oceanography from the Univer-
sity of Liverpool and a PhD in 
the chemistry and hydrography 
of Mexican tropical lagoons, 
which involved research at the 
National Autonomous Universi-
ty of Mexico. 

He spent a decade there, 

including two years as the uni-
versity’s co-ordinator of ocean-
ographic research ships and was 
responsible for the construction 
and operation of Mexico’s fi rst 
purpose-built research ship.

He also acquired his own 
vessel – a boat he had found 
tied to a tree on the beach in 
Mazatlán on the Pacifi c coast – 
and persuaded an acquaintance 
he had only just met to go 50-50 
with him. 

A similar thing happened with 
a parcel of land on the Popoc-
atepetl volcano near Mexico 
City. 

Having persuaded friends to 
go along with the purchase, it 
all went awry when the volcano 
erupted in 1993.

But so infectious was his 
charm, unbounded enthusiasm 
and constant smile that he 
could effortlessly persuade 
people into participating in his 
schemes, a diplomatic skill that 
would prove useful elsewhere in 
the world.

From there he went to Monaco 
as head of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s 
Marine Environmental Studies 
Laboratory and then on to 
Instanbul where he founded 
and co-ordinated the Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF) 
Black Sea programme.

His work there led, in 1993, 
to the six-country Black Sea 
Ministerial Declaration and Ac-
tion Plan, the fi rst post-Soviet 
environmental agreement.

After returning to the UK, 
Plymouth University award-
ed him the country’s fi rst 
professorship in marine and 

coastal policy and in 2008 he 
joined SAMS from where he 
recently led the 15-country 
Knowledge-based Sustainable 
Management of Europe’s Seas 
(KnowSeas) project, informing 
the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive.

Professor Geoffrey Boulton, 
SAMS President, said: ‘His 
enthusiasm for the societal 
implications of the changing 
marine environment was un-
bounded. His planning horizon 
was far and wide; his future 
contributions to science and 
society are a loss to us all.’

Prof Mee, who married and 
divorced twice, is survived by 
his children Daniel, David, 
Anastasia and Flora.

AS

Obituary - Professor Laurence Mee FRSC
February 14, 1951 - August 13, 2014

IAIN Campbell was born in Achnacloich and 
moved to Taynuilt when he was seven. 

He was dux at Taynuilt school and went on to 
attend Oban High School until he was 16.

He was fi rst called ‘Shorty’ when his pals real-
ised that he was the last boy in Taynuilt school not 
wearing long trousers – this was a nickname that 
was to last a lifetime. 

He started his working life while still at school 
– this was with his father Archie, who as well as 
being a stonemason, had the salmon netting rights 
for the mouth of the River Awe. Leaving school, 
he joined the staff at Duncan Coulter's grocery 
shop in Oban where he stayed until he left for 
National Service with the RAF. 

Returning to civilian life in Argyll he used his 
Royal Air Force experience to gain various driv-
ing jobs for the county council, BRS and others. 

He continued with this until he found his true 
calling as a salesman, initially in van sales with 
battery manufacturers Ever Ready.

By this time he’d met Jean Munro of Benderloch 
whom he married in 1962 – they had known each 
other since their time in Oban High School. 

Settling in Taynuilt, he was by now a sales rep-
resentative for Kraft Cheese and was to remain a 
travelling salesman for the rest of his working life. 

In the mid-1970s he moved to a career in wines 
and spirits, covering an area from Campbeltown 
to Inverness, Skye to Dunoon. 

Travelling further afi eld, during holidays and 
business trips to more than 25 countries, he also 
became a recognised wine expert. 

His success as a salesman was down to his belief 
that no-one was more important than his custom-
ers - he once drove 100 miles to deliver one bottle 
of Creme de Menthe as an order had been short. 

On retirement, with his fi rst day as a pensioner 
being the fi rst working day of the new millenni-
um, The Oban Times reported that by this time he 
was ‘an institution’. 

Iain remarked that they really meant that he 
should be in an institution. 

His biggest passion was, however, football. 
He did participate in other sports - badminton, 
shinty, hillwalking and golf, but it was football 
that was his real interest, with a particular love 
for Celtic Football Club. 

He was also involved in the game locally. As 
a schoolboy, he played for the high school fi rst 
eleven while in second year and later went on to 
play for various local teams.

In the 1950s he was asked to sign for Kilsyth 
Rangers, where at the time Joe McBride was one 
of the players – he, of course, went on to play with 
Celtic in the Lisbon Lions squad - but Iain didn't 

want to move away from Argyll. 
After fi nishing his playing career, he took over 

the running of the Taynuilt children’s teams along 
with others in the village. 

In particular, he ran the under 12s with Murray 
Sim – they were immediately named ‘Clough 
and Taylor’ but no-one ever knew who was who. 
One of his great sources of pride was that all his 
grandsons play football. 

Fraser Campbell plays for Glentyan Thistle 
youth, Struan Campbell started his career at age 
six with Glasgow Rangers - this was accepted 
magnanimously by Iain - and is now in the Mor-
ton Youth Academy. Max Campbell, his oldest 
grandson, has played football in Scotland and 
England and now plays in the Highland league for 
Strathspey Thistle. He was also immensely proud 
of Paige Campbell, his only grand-daughter, who 
is a classical violinist. 

Well known in Taynuilt, Iain was descended 
from the fi rst Duke of Argyll and through this 
connection, like many others in the area, was 
also a direct descendant of Robert the Bruce. Iain 
and Jean built their family home on a corner of 
the croft that his ancestors worked as far back as 
written records go.

In retirement, he took immense pride in 
maintaining the croft and gardens to a very high 
standard and it is fi tting that he passed away while 
cutting grass on the croft - but in typical Iain 
fashion, he’d fi nished the job fi rst. 

Iain is survived by his wife, Jean, and sons, 
Gary and Russell.

Obituary - Iain Cameron Campbell
(Shorty), Taynuilt
January 2, 1935 - August 24, 2014
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Golf News

Tobermory

Taynuilt

Glencruitten

SAILING

FRIENDLY WIN: The North Argyll U16 team impressed in their � rst game of the season recently with 
a 19-10 friendly win against Highland RFC from Inverness. The team made up of players from Oban, 
Mull and Mid Argyll will be happy with their performance against opposition that  comfortably beat 

them last season.

LADIES: The SLGA Brooch 
was played on August 26:1 
Carol MacLarty 66 (20);  2 
Fiona McGlynn 68 (18); 3 
Sally Thompson 70 (27). 

Gents: The medal was played 
on August 31: 1 Ewen McGlynn 
58 (21); 2 Michael Wardrop 
59 (18);  3 Mark Henricksen 
61 (07).

Medal qualifi ers: Michael 
Wardrop aand Mark Henrick-
sen.

Chapman’s win Round Shuna Pursuit Race
LIGHT winds fading to nothing 
at stages failed to dampen 
the enthusiasm of this year’s 
competitors in Clyde Corinthian 
Yacht Club’s Round Shuna 
Pursuit Race. 

Starting off from Craobh 
Marina according to handicap, 
the theory is that all competitors 
will fi nish around the same 
time. The added factor of 
deciding which way to circum-
navigate the island always adds 
spice with the majority of boats 
choosing to head south about 
this year. 

The clockwise rounding 
looked to make for better wind 
and more favourable tide and 
proved the ‘way to go’ with Am-
ber Haze,  the Sigma 33 of Eric 
and Irena Chapman taking line 
honours for the fi rst yacht home.

They lifted the coveted case of 
bubbly for the second year in a 
row and the Camus Trophy. 

Second in Class 1 was Anne 
Campbell’s Ajax with Colin 
Crawford’s Nimrod third - three 
in a row for Oban Sailing Club 
boats. 

Graeme Galbraith’s Ffunky 
Chicken took the honours in 
the Flying Fifteen Class from 
Brian Johnstone’s Reckless with 
Peter Burrell’s Frequent Flyer 
in third. Andrew Chapman’s 
full rig Laser Zzapp made the 
most of the conditions to win 
the dinghy class with David 

Graham’s Lemon second and 
Tony Tucker’s Hoby Cat third.

Brian Wiseman’s Sorr of 
Appin won Class 2 with Alan 
Gent White’s An Sulair second 
and Adam Way’s Merry Fiddler 
third. 

Class 3 saw one of the best 
performances of the day. Find-
lay Clark sailed his now famous 
wee Club 19 Red October to lift 
the silverware. The race team 
on the committee boat could 
not have missed his fi nish since 
Findlay was strumming his 
guitar in fi ne style as he crossed 
the fi nishing line! Hot Toddy 
was second and Alan Manson’s 

Dark Islander third. 
Oban and Ardfern Feeder 

Races
Alexi Murdoch’s beautiful 

1922 gaff yawl won the keelboat 
section in the previous day’s 
feeder race from Ardfern to 
Craobh for the event. Adam 
Way’s Hustler 35 Merry Fiddler 
was second with Brian Wise-
man’s Sorr of Appin third. 

In the dinghy section, local 
sailor Tom Graham sailed his 
Laser to the win from father 
David with Andrew Chapman 
of Oban third. 

In the Fifteen’s section Graeme 
Galbraith from the Clyde racing 

Ffunky Chicken won from Col-
in Cupris of Oban Sailing Club 
in his new FF The Kracken. 
Tayvallich’s Peter Burell in 
Frequent Flyer fi nished third. 
In the Oban race it was Alison 
Chadwick’s Hot Toddy which 
took the feeder from Adrian 
Laycock and team aboard Prime 
Cut with Steve William’s Mystic 
Sun third. 

The overall best performance 
of the weekend went to Hot 
Toddy lifting the Craobh Haven 
Challenge Cup. 

Graeme Galbraith won the 
Fifteen Trophy. Tarka of Lorne 
won the Brendan Bucket for 

the last boat home and Andrew 
Chapman lifted the Piper 
Trophy for winning the dinghy 
section overall. 

Graham Wotherspoon, CCYC 
commodore gave his thanks to 
the race committee and those 
who had organised the weekend.  
He said: ‘We’ve had wonderful 
weather, although we could 
have done with a bit more wind. 
Despite this it has been another 
excellent event and we look for-
ward to the 2015 Round Shuna 
Pursuit Race.’

WINNERS: Trophy winners photographed after the Round Shuna Pursuit Race

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY: Kenny Gray, his son Kenni and 
Kenny’s sister Flo McBurnie successfully completed their martial 

arts grades. 
Kenny and sister Flo have been awarded their fourth Dan while 
young Kenni, at only 11, has achieved his black belt. Kenni has 

trained since he was three years old in traditional and freestyle 
karate. His father and aunt both have 30 years in martial arts 
under their belts.The club, Argyll Martial Arts, trains in Oban 

high school gym on Thursday nights, Inveraray on Fridays and in 
Dalmally on Tuesdays. 

MEN’S Section - Graham 
Davidson won the Centenary 
Trophy played over four rounds 
to become club champion with 
a score of gross 213.

Results of the fourth round - 1 
Tom Nunn, 72-12-60; 2 Donald 
(Dods) MacLean, 72-06-66; 3 
Ewan MacCrone, 73-12-64.

Over 50s nine-hole Stableford 
- 1 John Weir, 19 points; 2 Mike 
Campbell, 18 points; 3 Graham 
Davidson, 17 points.

Ladies’ section, Glenys Clegg 
Trophy, nine-hole Stableford 
- 1 Olive Brown, 16 points; 2 
Kathy McAdam, 14 points; 3 
Doris Hargreaves, 9 points.

Junior section: August 
Medal - 1 William MacCrone, 
68-05-63; 2 Lewis Brown, 
72-06-66; 3 Ross MacCrone, 
78-12-66.

The summer challenge was 
played over six rounds and was 
won William MacCrone.

West of Scotland AFL
Oban Athletic 9

Inchinnan Valley 0
INCHINNAN Valley were the 
visitors to Glencruitten Park to 

Gillies nets 
six as Athletic 
stroll to victory

RUGBY

TACKLE: Oban Athletic’s Craig Livingstone gets a tackle in during last Saturday’s game against Inchinnan Valley.

play Oban Athletic last Saturday 
and after 20 minutes and three 
nil down probably wished they 
had stayed in Renfrew.
 Alan Buchanan playing wide 

midfi eld was put through by 
Craig Livingston for a one on 
one with goalkeeper Andrew 
Blackwood who saved his fi rst 
attempt but with the ball landing 
back at his feet Alan side footed 
the ball into the empty net.
 Two minutes later Michael 
McGee took a quick throw in to 
Kris Gilles who beat his marker 
and hit a shot into the top corner 
of the net and then in the 20th 
minute Gilles intercepted a poor 
kick out from the goalkeeper to 
slot the ball home.
 Inchinnan tried to get back 
into the game but were being 
thwarted by the midfi eld of 
Craig Campbell, Shaun Ford 
and Steph Campbell.
 Athletic netted their fourth 
goal just before half time when 
Struan Doull hit a clearance out 
left to Kris Gilles who beat the 
right back and curled the ball 
into the top left corner of the net 
from 25 yards.
 The second half started the way 
the fi rst ended with the Oban 
team on the attack and they 
scored from two corners provid-
ing Gillies with two more goals, 
one a snapshot from fi ve yards 
and one from the edge of the box 
missing all the defenders and 
landing in the back of the net.

Gilles was again on the score-
sheet with his sixth goal of the 
game when the keeper fumbled 
his free kick and the ball ended 
up in the back of the net. Scor-
ing six goals in a game is a great 
achievement. 
 An own goal from centre half 
Andrew Scott from a Lance Mc-
Cuish corner compounded his 

teams poor defending and worse 
was to follow when Maxwell 
Onyongo beat two defenders 
before chipping the ball over the 
goalkeeper’s head to make the 

fi inal score 9-0.
 Much of Oban's play was 
started by goalkeeper Craig 
Maitland and sweeper Stephen 
McLeod with Paul Shevlin 

having an impressive debut at 
left back.
 Next Saturday Athletic travel 
to play Cockerhill which man-
ager Donald Campbell knows 

will be a much tougher game but 
he was delighted with his team’s 
play in this match with all the 
squad getting a good amount of 
game time.

Manager expects a much 
tougher game this weekend

FOOTY FESTIVAL: Oban Sunday League football team Spartak 
took part in a football festival in Dumbarton recently winning 
all � ve of their games.  Spartak players Callan Simcox, Andrew 

Nicol and Andrew Boyle are pictured showing o�  the team’s new 
tracksuits kindly sponsored by Bell Ingram 

PHILIP Murphy won the 
Stableford fi nals on Saturday 
with a score of 36 points  (bih) 
from Steven McCuish on 36 
points. The medal fi nals take 
place on Saturday.

In the ladies section the medal 
fi nals were played on Sunday, 
August 31. The silver cup 
winner was: Diane Colewell, 
and bronze cup winner: 
Christine Cameron who had 
the lowest gross and nett score 
84 - 24 = 60.

Monthly medal competitions 
results: silver medal winner: 
Diane Colewell and bronze 
medal winner: Angela 
McLaughlan.

OBAN Lorne’s preparations for 
the new season were dealt a blow 
on Saturday as the Greenma-
chine were defeated 57-7 away 
to Lenzie in their fi nal pre-sea-
son friendly. The build up to the 
season has been encouraging so 
far for Corrie Louw’s side but 
all progress was halted at the 
weekend with an understrength 
and inexperienced squad.

Donald Budge had Oban 
Lorne 7-0 up after 20 minutes 
but injuries to Ryan Jackson, 
Craig Wright and Calum Ma-
cLachlan meant Oban had to 
play the remainder of the game 
with only 13 players.

The 2014/15 season kicks off 
this Saturday for the Green 
Machine with a  home game to 
West Division 1 Allan Glens in 
the preliminary round of the BT 
Regional Shield. Kick off is at 
3pm.

 Oban Lorne’s annual dinner 
will take place on Saturday 
September 13. Tickets are avail-
able from Tommy Sutherland or 
Darrell Williams.

 It was a mixed weekend for 
youth rugby at the club. Oban 
S1/2s travelled to take on 
Whitecraigs where the S1s won 
18-11 and the S2s were defeated 
38-19.

The North Argyll U16 team 
suffered a disappointing 26-19 
last-minute defeat in a home 
friendly against Garnock. The 
team start their league campaign 
this Sunday at home to Glasgow 
Hawks.

Oban Lorne minis restarted 
training for the season yesterday 
(Wednesday September 3) at 
Glencruitten. All primary pupils 
from P4-7 are welcome to attend 
from 6-7pm with younger play-
ers allowed to train along with  
parent supervision.

Injuries prove costly as 
Lorne go down at Lenzie

5

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree 
to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on 
this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

SP
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 
competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£650

T THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

D Morrison, Loch Street, Isle of Lewis

L MacKinnon, Sleat, Isle of Skye
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Fixtures

Results

The Orion Group Premiership
   P      W       D       L       F        A       Pts
Newtonmore 13      9        2        2      34      17       20
Lovat  13      7        4        2      30      18       18
Glenurquhart 14      7        4        3      25      16       18
Kingussie 13      7        1        5      29      27       15
Kyles Athletic 12      5        3        4      20      19       13
Inveraray  13      3        4        6      18      26       10
Kinlochshiel 13      2        2        9      21      34        6  
Lochaber  13      1        2      10      17      37        4

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                 P     W       D       L        F        A       Pts 
Oban Camanachd 13    11       1        1       46      12       23
Fort William 12    10       2        0       63      10       22     
Kilmallie  13      9       1        3       50      19       19
Beauly  14      7       1        6       37      29       15
Caberfeidh 14      5       1        8       31      39       11
Glasgow MA 13      4       0        9       22      43        8 
Glenorchy 14      2       1      11       12      57        5 
Bute  13      1       1      11         8      60        1 

Marine Harvest North Division 1
   P      W       D       L       F       A        Pts      
Skye  11     11       0        0      45       6        22
Newtonmore 11      7        1        3      34      12       15
Strathglass 14      7        1        6      38      32       15
Glenurquhart 12      5        3        4      25      23       13
Beauly  12      6        1        5      29      31       13  
Kingussie 12      4        1        7      31      42        7 
Inverness  14      1        3      10      21      58        5 
Lovat  10      2        0        8      16      35        4
Kingussie docked two points for failing to fulfi l a fi xture

Marine Harvest South Division 1
   P      W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Ballachulish 13      9        4        0       37     13       22 
Kyles Athletic 12      7        3        2       39     15       17 
Oban Celtic 14      6        4        4       20     27       16
Aberdour  13      6        3        4       30     25       15
Lochside Rovers 13      5        3        5       31     34       13
Strachur  13      3        3        7       18     32        9
Taynuilt  14      2        4        8       32     46        8 
Kilmory  14      2        2      10       16     31        6

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Fort William 12    10        0        2       48      19      20
Glengarry 13      8        1        4       24      28      17 
Lochcarron 12      7        1        4       34      44      15 
Lochaber  13      6        1        6       50      32      13 
Kinlochshiel 13      5        3        5       27      27      11 
Boleskine 14      5        0        9       29      48      10 
Aberdeen Uni 14      3        3        8       29      39       9 
Skye  13      3        1        9       31      35       7

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                 P      W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Inveraray  14      12      2        0      66       7       26
Tayforth  14      12      1        1      51      10      25
Glasgow MA 12       6       1        5      42      25      13
Col Glen   13       5       2        6      36      31      10 
Bute  12       5       1        6      22      29      10
Ballachulish 12       4       0        8      19      41       8 
Glenorchy 11       2       0        9      12      35       4 
Aberdour  14       1       1      12      14      84       3

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                 P      W       D       L        F      A        Pts
Caberfeidh 13      9        2        2       46     17       20
Kilmallie  14      6        3        5       51     28       14
Strathspey 12      6        1        5       28     33       12
Lewis  13      5        2        6       24     30       12
Lochbroom 14      4        4        6       19     36        9
Inverness  14      3        2        9       24     48        8 

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty 
news, views

and photographs

Kinlochshiel docked two points for failing to fulfi l a fi xture

Bute docked two points for failing to fulfi l a fi xture
Ballachulish docked one point for failing to fulfi l a fi xture
Col Glen docked one point for failing to fulfi l a fi xture

Strathspey docked one point for failing to fulfi l a fi xture 
Kilmallie docked one point for failing to fulfi l a fi xture 

Exta time win for Kyles Athletic 
in Sutherland
Cup fi nal

SHINTY

NEW STRIPS worn by Lorn Ladies Shinty 
Team saw the women take another impressive 
victory recently.

Winning convincingly 7-2 against Cowal 
and Bute Ladies, the team looked profession-
al in their new kit.

The blue and black outfi ts were sponsored 
by Donald MacKay of DG MacKay Haulage 
who joined the women with partner Karen 
Love and their children Calum and Carrie for 
the team’s photo shoot which took place at 
Ganavan Sands.

New playing kit for Lorn Ladies

Saturday August 30
Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup Final
Fort William 2 v 4 Kyles
(after extra time)
 
Orion Group Premiership
Lovat P - P Kingussie  
Due to bereavement 

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Bute 2 v 1 Caberfeidh 
Fort William 8 v 0 Glenorchy  
Glasgow MA P - P Kilmallie  
Due to bereavement
Oban Caman 6 v 3 Beauly  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly 2 v 1 Inverness 
Kingussie P - P Lovat  
Due to bereavement
Skye 4 v 0 Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour 3 v 2 Taynuilt 
Kilmory 0 v 2 Oban Celtic 
Strachur 0 v 3 Ballachulish  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochaber 15 v2 Lochcarron 
Skye 7 v 0 Boleskine  

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish P - P Bute 
Due to bereavement
Glenorchy P - P Glasgow MA
Glenorchy unable to fi eld a  
team, points to Glasgow MA
  
Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Lewis P - P Strathspey 
Strathspey unable to fi eld a  
team, points to Lewis

Saturday September 6
Orion Group Premiership
Inveraray v Newtonmore  
Robert Baxter
Kyles Athletic v Lochaber  
John MacGregor 

Strathdearn Plate Final
Lovat v Beauly   
Calum Girvan 

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Fort William v Bute   
Colin MacDonald

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore v Glenurquhart  
Innes Wood
Skye v Kingussie    
Deek Cameron - 3.30pm

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v Strachur  
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Kinlochshiel v Fort William  
John Angus Gillies
Lochcarron v Glengarry  
Evan MacRae
Skye v Lochaber   
John Matheson - 1pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glenorchy v Col Glen  
Ewen MacDonald
Ballachulish v Bute   
Alex MacVicar

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Strathspey v Caberfeidh   
Robert Morrison
Throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated

CONGRATULATIONS to Kyles Athletic who 
won the Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup 
against Fort William last Saturday at The Eilan, 
Newtonmore.

A thrilling match went to extra time, with the 
full time score Fort William 2, Kyles Athletic 4.

Goal scorers were - Fort William: Duncan 
Rodgers and Chris Blair (own goal); Kyles Ath-
letic -  Mathew McColl (2), Gordon Whyte and 
Scott Macdonald.

Kyles’ Christopher Blair deals with an attack from Graham Campbell (Fort William). Kyles Athletic v Fort William in the Sutherland Cup 
Final, played at The Eilan, Newtonmore. Photo: Neil Paterson

HAT-TRICK HERO: Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish celebrates scoring for 
Oban Camanachd against Beauly in the National Division match 

held at Moss� eld Stadium last Saturday. The red and blacks went 
on to win the game 6-3 with ‘Papa’ netting a hat-trick

Photo: Kevin McGlynn

CHAMPIONS: Marine Harvest South Division 1 champions, Ballachulish 

Orion Group 
Premiership
NEWTONMORE only need 
a point in their fi nal league 
game against Inveraray to 
be crowned Orion Group 
Premiership champions 2014. 

Having won the Macaulay 
Cup against Kyles two weeks 
ago, the league win would seal 
a fantastic season for the side, 
and give them a strong claim 
to being the best team in Scot-
land.

Only a loss to Inveraray and 
a Lovat win in their fi nal game 
against Kingussie, and New-
tonmore’s superior goal differ-
ence being overtaken, would 
lose them the league.

Saturday’s game throws up at 
2.30pm in Inveraray.

INVERARAY play host to 
Newtonmore on Saturday, in 
both sides’ last league tie of the 
season.

While Inveraray are guar-
anteed to fi nish in sixth place, 
Newtonmore could still lose 
the league title if they lose the 
fi xture, Lovat win their fi nal 
game against Kingussie, and 
Lovat overtake Newtonmore’s 
better goal difference.

Saturday’s fi xture will throw 
up at 2.30pm.

KYLES will play host to bot-
tom placed Lochaber on Satur-
day in their second-last league 
fi xture of the season.

Whilst Kyles are guaranteed a 
mid-table fi nish, Lochaber still 
have a slim chance of avoid-
ing relegation, if they take full 
points and Kinlochshiel lose 
their fi nal game, coincidentally 
also against Kyles, on Septem-
ber 27.

Saturday’s game throws up at 
2.30pm.

LOCHABER travel to face 
Kyles on Saturday in their fi -
nal league game of the season, 
and will be hoping to take full 
points to try and save them-
selves from relegation.

Only victory for them in the 
tie, along with Kinlochshiel 
losing their last game gives 
them a chance of staying up on 
goal difference.

Saturday’s game will throw 
up at 2.30pm.

National Division
FORT WILLIAM kept their 

league challenge going with 
a comprehensive 8-0 victory 
against Glenorchy on Satur-
day.

Scorers for Fort, who were 
4-0 up at half-time, included 
an Aaran MacPhee brace and a 
Daniel Stewart hat-trick

The prospect of a last-day de-
cider with Oban Camanachd is 
looking ever-likely, with only 
a point separating the sides at 
the top of the table.

If Fort William beat  Bute at 
home this Saturday, they will 
be a point clear, giving them 
the advantage going into the 
showdown with Camanachd 
on September 27.

The game against Bute will 
throw up at 2.00pm.

BUTE will travel to face Fort 
William on Saturday in their 
fi nal game of the season.

They managed to secure their 
fi rst win of the season at the 
weekend against Caberfeidh, 
through goals from Hector 
Whitelaw and John MacCal-
lum.

The win means the side will 
not fi nish on negative points, 
having been docked earlier in 
the season for failing to fulfi l 
a fi xture, but will be relegated.

Saturday’s game throws up 
at 2pm.

OBAN CAMANACHD will 
now play the waiting game as 
they face Fort William in their 
last league game, in what looks 
like being the league decider, 
on September 27.

Camanachd sit top of the 
league by a single point, and 
will need a victory in the tie if 
Fort William win their game in 
hand.  

The Oban side beat Beauly 
6-3 on Saturday despite going 
2-0 down in the fi rst seven 
minutes but they fought back 
bravely with Andrew ‘Papa’ 
McCuish getting a hat-trick for 
Camanachd.

GLENORCHY played their 
fi nal league game of the season 
against a weakened Fort Wil-
liam on Saturday, losing 8-0.

Despite the loss, they will 
not be relegated this season, 
as they sit four points clear of 
Bute at the bottom of the table, 
who only have one game left to 
play.

South Division One
Minus a few regulars, BAL-

LACHULISH travelled to 
face Strachur on Saturday, in 
the knowledge that two points 
would win them the South 
League Division 1 title.

The side started the game 
well, taking an early lead 
through a long drive from 
player/manager Donald Wil-
son in the seventh minute.

Top scorer Lorne Brown then 
doubled their lead with a fi ne 
half volley in the 11th minute.

The away team continued 
to press and Scott Henderson 
gave them a three-goal lead in 
the 35th minute after the home 
keeper had saved a Duncan 
MacDonald drive.

With the game effectively 
over at half time, Ballachulish 
felt they were on easy streets 
when Iain MacLelland was 
sent off for Strachur, for a 
waist-high challenge that end-
ed Brown’s involvement in the 
game.

This, however, seemed to 
spur the home team into action 
and they had their best period 
of the game but were thwarted 
by the Balla’ defence and in 
particular, youngster Cameron 
Sutherland in goal.

There were chances at both 
ends but no further scoring 
gave a fi ne 3-0 win for Balla-
chulish, as well as the league 
title.

Balla’ will be concerned over 
the injuries to Brown and de-
fender Cian MacPhee but with 
nothing scheduled for a couple 
of weeks will hope for full re-
coveries.

Ballachulish now have one 
league fi xture left, a home 
tie against Kyles, before the 
league play-off against Ma-
rine Harvest North Division 
1 champions Skye, to decide 
who will be promoted to the 
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion next season.

The venue and date for the 
play-off is still to be arranged.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS will 
play host to Strachur this Sat-
urday, in a game that could 
decide whether they fi nish in 
fourth of fi fth place this sea-
son.

If they win, and Aberdour 
lose their last tie, Lochside 
will fi nish fourth on goal dif-
ference.

Saturday’s game will throw-
up at 2.30pm.

STRACHUR will travel to 
Oban to face Lochside Rovers 
on Saturday, in both sides’ last 
fi xture of the season.

Throw up at 2.30pm.

TAYNUILT have survived 
relegation, despite losing their 
fi nal league tie of the season.

Despite going 2-0 down to 
Aberdour on Saturday, they 
managed to come back into 
the game, scoring in the 65th 
and 69th minutes to  bring the 
game onto level terms.

The comeback was short 
lived, however, as Aberdour 
scored in the 72nd minute to 
seal the win. 

Kilmory will be relegated af-
ter they lost 2-0 to Oban Celtic 
in their last game.

OBAN CELTIC will need to 
wait for Aberdour to play their 
last fi xture before they fi nd out 
their fi nal league position.

If Aberdour win or draw, 
they will overtake Celtic in 
third place, if they lose they 
remain in fourth, with Celtic 
looking for third to qualify for 
the Macaulay Cup.

Goals from Neil Carmichael 

and David MacInnes sealed 
the three points for Davy 
Hamilton’s men on Saturday 
against Kilmory.

He said: ‘We’ll just have to 
wait and see what happens 
now. 

‘It’s out of our hands but at 
least we did all we could by 
winning on Saturday.

‘I thought it was a good per-
formance from the boys, we 
had a lot of pressure in the fi rst 
half and then the goal with the 
last hit of the ball.

‘The second half wasn’t the 
greatest and we struggled a 
wee bit more against the wind, 

Donald J MacNiven, 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Shinty Club
DONNIE MacNiven passed 
away peacefully on Friday Au-
gust 29 after a short illness.
 The condolences of the shinty 
world go to his wife Mary and 
their extended family. 
 The funeral is at 2.30pm on 
Friday September 5 at Clyde-
bank Crematorium.



Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.42 3.8 11.44 0.8 17.49 4.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.18 0.9 06.14 3.9 12.16 0.7 18.19 4.1
Sat 00.49 0.9 06.40 3.9 12.47 0.7 18.47 4.1
Sun 01.17 0.8 07.05 3.9 13.19 0.7 19.15     4.0
Mon 01.45 0.9 07.36 3.8 13.54 0.8 19.48 3.9
Tues 02.18 1.0 08.12 3.6 14.35 1.0 20.25 3.7
Wed 02.58 1.2 08.55 3.5 15.24 1.2 21.09 3.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 18ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds light north easterly  
 Temperatures 11ºC to 19ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 17ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, September 4, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed 
beneath. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

FRIDAY

5

19

18

Oban Saints youth 
� xtures and results

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures

FOOTBALL
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Busby 0, 
Campbeltown Pupils 2; Thorn 
Athletic 2,  Oban Saints 1. 
Premier Division Two - Easthall 
Star 0, Lochgilphead Red Star 0. 
 This Saturday’s fi xtures: Pre-
mier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils v  Haldane United; Oban 
Saints v Eaglesham. Premier 
Division Two - Dunoon Athletic 
v Clydebank. Division 1B - 
Tarbert v Bridgewater. Scottish 
Cup 1st round - Lochgilphead 
Red Star v FC Partick.

YOUTH FOOTBALL
LAST weekend’s results: 
Campbeltown Pupils 3, Under 
13s 2; Clydebank Boys 2, Under 
14s 3; Under 15s v Dumbarton 
United (postponed);  Under 16s 
1, Blairdardie 0; Under 19s 3, 
Broomhill SC 4.
 Next weekend’s fi xtures: 
Under 13s v Gairdoch United; 
Dunblane v Under 14s; Under 
15s no game; Under 16s v 
Dumbarton Riverside; Under 
19s v Dumbarton Riverside    

OBAN athletes, trained at 
Oban high school by Duncan 
MacIntyre from Ardfern, 
recently competed in the fi nal of 
the athletics youth development 
league in Kilmarnock.

Paddy Dunne, who is a 
member of Inverness Harriers, 
won the under 15 boys javelin 
with a personal best throw of 
38.75m. His brother Finbar, also 
a member of Inverness Harriers, 
won both the under 13 shot 
put and under 13 javelin with 
personal best throws of 8.45m 
and 28.44m.

Emma Thompson, who is a 
member of Victoria Park City 
in Glasgow, was third in the 
women’s high jump with a new 
personal best jump of 1.55m. 
Emma will be competing for 
Team Glasgow in Birmingham 
in the national fi nals of the UK 
youth development league in 
September.

Emma’s sister Grace is also 
part of the Oban athletes 
training squad and recently won 
a bronze medal for discuss in 
the Scottish Schools Athletics 
Championships.

Oban athletes do 
well in Kilmarnock

ATHLETICS

OFF TO THE STATES: Young Glencruitten golfer Robert MacIntyre � ew o�  to McNeese State 
University in Lake Charles, Louisiana, this week on a golf scholarship. This is a huge achievement 

and everyone at the club wishes him well. The club gave Robert a cheque to put towards a computer 
and the ladies section gave him a couple of things to take to university - a laundry bag and a 

toiletries bag embellished with the MacIntyre tartan and ‘memories of home.’  Our photo shows 
Bunty Menassa, Diana Dalgetty and Helen Pearson presenting Robert with his gifts.

Oban golfer heads off to America

CONNEL’S John McPhee started last 
Sunday’s British Moto3 Grand Prix at 
Silverstone from seventeenth position on 
the grid.

Having made a slightly poor start, he 
wasted no time in getting things back 
together and was up into fi fteenth place 
at the end of the fi rst lap of the 17-lap 
event.

John spent the following laps gradually 

working his way through the fi eld and 
was up into eleventh with 12 laps to 
go. With nine laps remaining, John had 
continued his progress, moving through 
to a superb sixth in the tight battle of this 
extended group, subsequently getting 
shifted back to eleventh.

Hectic
With only three laps remaining John 

had been shuffl ed back to eleventh once 

again – never giving up in the hectic fray 
of the second pack of around 10 bikes.

John was in tenth spot going into the 
last lap, and whilst Alex Rins eventually 
won the battle for fi rst place, John 
crossed the line in eleventh, battling right 
up to the end – with six seconds covering 
all the points scorers.

John’s next in action at the San Marino 
Grand Prix on September 14.

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
Thorn Athletic 2

Oban Saints 1
SAINTS travelled to the 
McMaster Sports Cente in John-
stone to take on old rivals Thorn 
Athletic in a league match. 

But for the second successive 
Saturday, the Oban side turned 
in a below par performance and 
were beaten by Thorn who were 
the better team on the day and 
fully deserved their victory.

Saints held the Indian sign over 
their opponents last season. The 
teams met fi ve times with the 
Johnstone side failing to win 
any of the matches, but on this 
occasion they looked really up 
for the game and had Saints on 
the back foot for long periods.

Manager Iain Jackson made 
three changes from last week's 
match with Dugal Graham, 
Roy McLuckie and Dean Smith 
getting the chance to show what 
they could do. They replaced 
Ross Maitland, Scott Maitland 
and Lewis Cameron.

The playing surface at the 
McMaster Sports Centre was 
in great condition, but a strong 
blustery wind made things 
diffi cult for the players.

The home side came fl ying out 
of the blocks and took the game 
by the scruff of the neck right 
from the fi rst whistle and had 
Saints on the back foot for long 
spells in the opening period but 
without troubling keeper Daniel 
Cassells.

The Saints midfi eld were 
struggling to get into the game 
with strikers Allan MacKay and 
Dean Smith getting little quality 
service and it wasn't until the 
27th minute that the Oban side 
had their fi rst shot on goals, but 
Allan MacKay's effort sailed 
over the bar.

Thorn were well on top but, 
thankfully for Saints, Jamie 
Graham, Alex Craik and skipper 

Saints lose out 
in lacklustre 
performance 
against Thorn

Eleventh place fi nish for Connel racer
SPEEDSTER: John McPhee in action during the British Moto3 Grand Prix at Silverstone

Marc MacCallum were defend-
ing well.

The scoreline remained blank 
at the half time break, but Iain 
Jackson knew he had a big job 
on his hands to lift his team as 
they had been outplayed for 
most of the fi rst half.

The second period started the 
same as the fi rst, with the home 
team on top but again the over-
worked visiting defence were 
standing fi rm.

Saints made a couple of 
changes early in the second half 
introducing Lewis Cameron and 
Scott Maitland and this made a 
difference as the visitors started 
to look a threat going forward 
and almost took the lead when 
Lewis Cameron fi red over a 

60 seconds. Saints failed to win 
a tackle in midfi eld and gave 
away a silly free kick 25 yards 
from goals and unfortunately the 
Saints defensive wall failed to do 
its job as Ryan McCay fi red the 
ball through the wall and into 
the net - a poor goal for Saints 
to lose.

Worse was to follow fi ve min-
utes later when a rash tackle by 
Scott Maitland in the box gave 
the home team a penalty and 
Ryan McCay's spot-kick hit the 
post before sneaking into the net.

Saints were stung into action 
and Ross Maitland had a great 
chance when he was clean 
through but he allowed the 
keeper to come out and smother 
the ball. Then Roy McLuckie 
couldn’t keep a volley down and 
his shot sailed over the bar.

With the clock ticking down, 
Saints were pushing forward 
at every opportunity with both 
Martin Bonar and Craig MacE-
wan coming close but in the end 
Thorn held out for a deserved 
2-1 win.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
bitterly disappointed at not only 
the result, but the way his team 
played, especially in the fi rst 
half. He said: ‘To put it bluntly, 
we were awful. Our passing was 
slack and we kept giving the ball 
away which you can’t do at this 
level of the game. Everything we 
did was far too slow. The second 
half was a lot better but we can 
have no complaints. Thorn 
were the better team and fully 
deserved their win.

‘We’re not playing well at the 
moment but we’ll be working 
hard at training so I’m sure we 
will turn things around.’

Saints hope to get back to 
winning ways on Saturday with 
a home game against Eaglesham 
at Glencruitten, kick-off 2pm.

great free kick from the right but 
Marc MacCallum's header fl ew 
inches wide of the target.

After soaking up a lot of 
pressure, the visitors were right 
back in the game now and they 
took the lead in the 70th minute 
when Scott Maitland made a 
penetrating run from midfi eld 
before fi ring over a great cross 
for Lewis Cameron to head the 
ball past Thorn netminder Liam 
McWilliams.

However, this lead lasted only 

FOOTBALL

‘Our passing was slack and we 
kept giving the ball away’ 

HEADER: Lewis Cameron 
gave Saints the lead with a 

well-taken header

Islay golf results
LAGAVULIN Quaich played 
Sunday August 24 - 1 R Quail  
40 + 34  = 74 pts; 2 G Hamilton 
38+32 = 70 pts; 3 A Blair 
31+38=69 pts. Css 71.

OBAN Lorne’s senior ladies 
team took to the pitch for the 
fi rst time in preparation for the 
new season, meeting Broughton 
Ladies from a higher league in 
Edinburgh.

The Oban ladies secured 
themselves a confi dence 
building win, 22-12, with tries 
from Julie Campbell, Rebecca 
Sims and Emma Roxborgh.

The ladies now return to 
training 6pm on Wednesday’s 
at Glencruitten for the fi nal 
three weeks before their season 
begins with a Cup match away 
to Grangemouth.    

Good win for Oban 
Lorne Ladies

 LADIES RUGBY

UP, UP AND AWAY: Murdo Masterson throws the hammer, on the 
way to winning the heavy athletics title at the Oban high school 

Highland games Photo: Kevin McGlynn 

THE WOMEN’S Camanachd 
Association is preparing for 
two cup fi nals this Saturday, 
as women’s shinty continues to 
grow in Scotland.

Strathglass take on Lovat in 
the Marine Harvest Challenge 
Cup and Skye Camanachd will 
take on Glasgow Mid Argyll in 
the Valerie Fraser Camanachd 
Cup.

Starting off as a small group of 
players in the late 1990s, there 
are now 255 registered women 
playing shinty across Scotland, 
with numbers continuing to 
grow.

When the Women’s 
Camanachd Association (WCA) 
was formed in 2001, there were 
only four teams in the league - 
Glengarry, Oban, Dunadd and 
Strathclyde University.

Ressurrected
There are now 13 teams spread 

across the country with a steady 
rise in the number of teams 
competing over the past couple 
of years, including sides such as 
Lorne Ladies and Dunadd being 
resurrected.

Marion Gillies, president of the 
Women’s Shinty Association, 
welcomed the continued 

support of the women’s game. 
Marion, who also manages the 
Skye ladies team, said: ‘As an 
association we hope to continue 
to grow the sport of shinty 
for women and girls across 
Scotland. 

‘By providing more 
competitive leagues with 
varied competition and plenty 
of playing opportunities we 
have seen the skill level rise 
dramatically even over the last 
year. 

‘We need to continue to raise 
the profi le of women in shinty 
and we do this fairly successfully 

through social media and local 
papers and radio. 

Sponsors
‘Without our sponsors, in 

particular Marine Harvest 
who have been very generous 
sponsoring leagues and cups as 
well as our national development 
camps, we would not be where 
we are now.’

The Marine Harvest Challenge 
cup will throw-up at 1pm, and 
the Camanachd cup at 3pm, both 
at Strachur Park on Saturday.

 WOMEN’S SHINTY

Women’s shinty takes centre stage
this weekend with two cup � nals

Oban high school games beat the weather
OBAN high school held its sec-
ond annual highland games last 
week and enjoyed a good day 
despite dreary weather. 

This event, held at Mossfi eld, 
has replaced the more traditional 
sports day previously held in 
June, and is organised in con-
junction with the Argyllshire 
Gathering.

Nurture
Along with the more tradi-

tional track and fi eld events, the 
school has introduced a junior 
heavies competition, sponsored 
by the Argyllshire Gathering, to 
try to keep the more traditional 
highland games events alive and 
at the same time nurture future 
talent for the events.

The day was also the beginning 
of the clan competitions in the 
school, contested over the school 
year with the winners receiving 
the clan shield in June.

A school spokeswoman said: 
‘We hope this will grow to be 
a major event in the school and 
community calendar as this is 
one of the few occasions that the 
whole school can get together 
and show their clan spirit and 
have a fun day out.’

As well as the competitions, 
there were fun side events, such 
as the egg and spoon race, soak 
the teacher and tug-of-war.

This year, the champions were: S1: 
boys; Sam Coates, girls; Chloe Gib-
son. S2: boys; Finbar Dunne, girls; 
Eilidh Shearar. S3: boys; Andrew 
Ritchie, girls; Heather Fothergill. 
S4: boys; Lomond MacPherson, 
girls; Roanne Lilley. S5: boys; Scott 
Black, girls; Emma Thomson. S6: 
boys; Daniel MacMillan. Junior 
Heavies Champion; Murdo Master-
son.

SCHOOL GAMES
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THE DECISION to allow cyclists to 
ride their bikes on Fort William High 
Street has been branded ‘an accident 
waiting to happen’ by shoppers. 

A traffi c order came into force 
on Monday September 1, allowing 
cyclists to use the street, which has 
been pedestrianised since 1995, but 
some locals say it will be dangerous 
for children and the elderly, 
particularly during the busy summer 
months. 

One Fort William resident, Betty 
Liddell, said: ‘I think it’s ridiculous. 
There’s lots of kids about and they 
could easily be knocked down by 
the bikes. I wouldn’t have it at all 
if it was up to me. It’s an accident 
waiting to happen, especially in the 
summer when the kids are off school 
and there’s a lot of tourists about. 

LOCHABER’S trunk road is set for a weekend 
of ‘cycling madness’ as two major biking events 
co-incide with shinty’s biggest annual match. 

Campaign group the A82 Partnership 
previously objected to the Deloitte Bike Ride 
which will see 800 cyclists travel between 
Crianlarich and Fort William then on to Fort 
Augustus on September 12-13 but now members 
are stunned to hear it will be held at the same 
time as Scotland Coast to Coast, meaning a 
further 266 cyclists will descend on Lochaber 
on the Saturday (September 13) travelling south 
from Nairn to Ballachulish. 

Adding to the congestion, at least 3,000 shinty 
fans from across the Highlands are expected 
to travel to Inverness on the same day for the 
Glenurquhart v Kingussie Camanachd Cup 
fi nal. 

Brian Murphy, chairman of the A82 

Partnership, said: ‘Our understanding is that 
the cyclists are operating within the law and 
nothing can be done to stop this madness. We 
have spoken to the organisers but they are not 
interested in mitigating the negative impact 
this event will have on the economy of the west 
Highlands or the impact on normal traffi c. I 
have no  doubt the frustration felt by the A82 
Partnership is widely refl ected throughout the 
Lochaber  and west Highland community.’ 

Jim Mee, managing director of Rat Race 
Adventure Sports, which organises the Scotland 
Coast To Coast event, said the cyclists will only 
be on the A82 for just over three kilometres and 
will travel from Fort William to Ballachulish on 
foot, via the west highland way. 

He added: ‘The Rat Race Scotland Coast to 
Coast event has taken place on the same route 
for six years and to our knowledge has received 

no adverse feedback. We are happy to liaise with 
stakeholders. Our plans for this year’s event have 
already been shared with Stewart MacLean of 
the A82 Partnership and we have received no 
negative feedback to these plans.’

A spokesman from Deloitte said he is taking 
the safety of riders and local communities ‘very 
seriously’. He said: ‘Although we have no legal 
obligation to do so since the event is a bike 
ride, not a race, we make it a priority to inform 
the local police, local councils and highways 
department a minimum of six weeks in advance. 
We have done so with the relevant authorities for 
the A82 and we have also spoken at length to 
the A82 campaign group to fully understand its 
concerns. We will continue to work closely with 
the local police, local councils and highways 
department and look at all available options to 
minimise disruption for the local community.’

THE TALENT of young musicians in Lochaber was 
celebrated last week at an awards ceremony in Fort 
William. 

Lochaber Schools Pipe Band made their fi nal parade 
in Cameron Square as their new term starts and 
celebrated the success of both old and new members. 

Lochaber high school deputy head teacher Donald 
MacLean presented piper Megan Fraser with a 
certifi cate and photo book as she leaves the band to 
study at West Highland College UHI. 

Megan Campbell, a third-year pupil at Lochaber, 

won the best newcomer award and the June Standen 
memorial shield for the best turned out musician went 
to fourth-year Calum Fraser. 

Margaret MacMaster, leader of Lochaber Schools 
Pipe Band, said: ‘2014 has been an extremely busy year 
for us. A few highlights were performing at Disneyland 
Paris to an audience of thousands, joint performances 
with two foreign pipe bands and performing in the 
newly-refurbished Cameron Square. It’s not quite time 
to take a break though. We still have another seven 
events before the school holidays in October.’

RADIOACTIVE gas above usual 
levels has been discovered in two 
Lochaber schools. 

Radon was found in Ardnamurchan 
high school and Spean Bridge 
primary school at levels higher than 
government-set protection standards 
during monitoring works but the 
public health authority has asked that 
normal service continues. 

Information sent out by Highland 
Council said exposure to high levels 
of radon can increase the chance of 
developing lung cancer but the risk to 
pupils is ‘very low’. 

During tests at Ardnamurchan, 
one result showed a rate higher than 
the safe level of 400 becquerels per 
cubic metre of indoor air (Bq/m3) 
and two were higher at Spean Bridge. 
The average level in UK homes is 
20 (Bq/m3). A Highland Council 
spokeswoman said: ‘Public Health 
England (PHE) and the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) have been 

THREE friends are to tackle one 
of the most remote cycle routes 
in Britain to raise money for a 
Lochaber nursing home. 

Charlie Anderson, Alan 
MacLeod and Garry Somerville 
set off from Fort William on 
Saturday on a 60-mile round trip 
to Fersit, fundraising for Mosspark 
in Caol. To support the challenge, 
pick up a sponsorship form from 
Mosspark or one of the riders.

A NEW £874,000 community-owned 
bunkhouse on the Isle of Rum will 
be ready for guests by the end of the 
month. 

Isle of Rum Community Trust 
(IRCT) has developed the 20-bed 
hostel to attract more visitors to the 
island and generate income for the 
community. The bunkhouse will be 
owned and managed by the trust and 
will create two new jobs while also 
increasing turnover for the population 
of 35 by almost £100,000 in three 
years. 

Fliss Fraser of IRCT said: ‘It will be 
great to have this much-needed, high 
quality accommodation.’ 

It’s going to be murder.’ Pensioner 
Archie Wood visits the high street 
most days and said he wouldn’t feel 
safe if a lot of cyclists were around. 
He added: ‘It will be very dangerous. 
I’m a lot slower than I used to be and I 
wouldn’t want to be about with bikes 
zooming past at great speed.’ 

But sisters Amy and Lauren Fulton 
support the decision, saying the high 
street should be open to all members 
of the public. 

Lauren said: ‘As a cyclist I think we 
should be allowed. We’re not doing 
anyone any harm and it’s a public 
area. Most cyclists don’t even know 
they’re not allowed until someone 
shouts at you to get off because the 
signs are so small.’

Amy agreed, adding: ‘Every day 
you see vans driving up the high street 

Weekend trunk road chaos fears

SUCCESSFUL YEAR: Donald MacLean, deputy head teacher at Lochaber high school, presents awards to 
members of Lochaber Schools Pipe Band as band leader Margaret MacMaster, right, looks on

High street bike 
danger concern

to deliver things when they’re not 
supposed to. It’s a lot worse having 
cars and big vans in everyone’s way 
so I’m glad they’ve changed their 
minds about cyclists.’

Many local  business owners were 
opposed to pedestrianising the street 
and have called for one-way traffi c to 
be allowed back into the high street 
with no success but a  recent change 
in government legislation meant 
Highland Council has the authority to 
allow cyclists through. 

A council spokeswoman said the 
decision was made ‘as part of an 
ongoing plan to revitalise the town 
centre’. 

Members of Fort William 
Community Council were consulted 
prior to the traffi c order but chairman 
Neil Clark said there should be 

stricter rules in place. He said: ‘The 
community council discussed the 
proposal and we weren’t necessarily 
opposed to it but we felt there should 
be regulations such as cyclists only 
being allowed on one side. It sounds 
like it’s just going to be a free for all 
now and I just don’t see how it’s going 
to work.’ 

Andrew Baxter, Highland 
councillor for Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan, said: ‘We’re 
supposed to be the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK. How can we justify that if 
we won’t even welcome cyclists along 
our high street? I support the decision. 
I also sympathise with people saying 
it could be dangerous but plenty of 
other towns across Europe seem to be 
coping with it so I don’t see why we 
should be any different.’ 

Band youngsters hit all the right notes

PEDAL PUSHERS: front from left, Charlie Anderson, Alan MacLeod and 
Garry Somerville prepare for their 60-mile cycling fundraiser ATTRACTION: the new Rum bunkhouse

Friends on their 
bikes for Lochaber 
nursing home 

notifi ed.  PHE have advised that 
while the short term monitors may 
be an indication that there is radon 
present in the facilities, given the 
natural variances in radon, longer 
term (three month) monitoring will 
now need to be under taken. PHE is 
comfortable to await the results of 
the three-month monitoring period 
before deciding whether additional 
works or alternative measures are 
required. PHE has also advised that 
it will be helpful if the premises 
continue in normal use pending the 
monitoring results.’

In the meantime, actions including 
checking air extract systems and 
sealing fl oor cracks and pipes will be 
carried out in the buildings. 

Radioactive gas found 
in schools poses ‘very 
low’ risk to pupils

Construction costs were supported 
by £219,436 from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) while 
IRCT invested almost £30,000. The 
trust will also receive £58,412 over 
two years from the Big Lottery for 
running costs.

Allan Henderson, Highland 
councillor and chairman of IRCT 
said: With the loss of the [Kinloch] 
castle accommodation this is 
invaluable for Rum. It’s a quality 
investment bringing permanent 
employment to the isle. I have been 
particularly impressed by the design 
and workmanship and look forward 
to a steady fl ow of visitors.’

Doors set to open on new Rum bunkhouse
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You could 
really capitalise 
on the history 
by opening it 
up to people 
walking the 
route  ”

Dr Michael Foxley

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

GREEN-fi ngered Lochaber children were rewarded at the 
rural education trust’s annual junior gardening show. 

Pupils from primary schools in the area spent Friday 
morning preparing their vegetable entries for judging in 
the evening with Fort William primary school winning the 
United Auctions Cup for the school with most points for the 
fi rst time in fi ve years. Isabel Campbell of Lochaber rural 
education trust said: ‘Again the show was a great success 
and an excellent display was presented to the judges.’ 

On Saturday the trust had a fundraising stall at Lochaber 
Agricultural Show and between both events volunteers 
raised almost £500 for future projects. Trophy winners: 
Dougie Duncan Cup for playgroup with most points - 
Kilmallie; Giggles Cup for nursery with most points - 
Banavie; United Auctions Cup for primary school with 
most points - Fort William Primary School; tankard for 
male with most points - Lorne Spence; trophy for lady with 
most points - Isabel Campbell; Marie MacLean Memorial 
Trophy for best tomato exhibit - Struan Stephen. 

THE FIRST memorial to Moidart 
men who lost their lives in the world 
wars has been unveiled after almost 
a year of preparation. 

Rain pounded down on spectators 
and invited guests last Sunday 
but they were undeterred as they 
remembered the fallen troops at 
the stone cairn, now placed at the 
summit known as Bealach Carach, 
between Loch Moidart and Glenuig.

Donald Monro, 71, served in the 
Queen’s Own Highlanders and has 
been fundraising for the £5,000 
needed since December last year. 

Mr Monro read a poem written 
during the First World War and 
the service included readings from 
Donald Cameron, Lord Lieutenant 
of Inverness, Reverend Kevin 
Pearson, Bishop of Argyll and the 
Isles, and Father Tony Wood of 
Arisaig. Mr Monro said: ‘It was a 
fi lthy day with rain pounding down 
but it really was a great event. I 
think between 80 and 100 people 
attended and there were some very 
fi tting readings and prayers. It really 
was quite a spectacular event.’ 

Deputy Lieutenant of Inverness 
Iain Thornber attended the 
memorial. He said: ‘The fi ne stone 
cairn built by the roadside between 
Kinlochmoidart and Lochailort 
where funeral parties carrying their 
dead to the ancient burial place of 
Eilean Fhianain in Loch Shiel used 
to rest, is a fi tting place and a fi ne 
tribute to commemorate the men 
and women of Moidart who fought 
in both the fi rst and second world 
wars. It has been long overdue.’

IT WAS a double celebration for 
one green-fi ngered Lochaber 
resident as she picked up two 
major prizes at the Corpach in 
Colour show on Saturday. 

Lorna Ungoed-Thomas won 
the Treasures of the Earth trophy 
for most points in the fl ower 
section as well as the coveted 
Corpach in Colour trophy for 
most points overall. Anne Smith 
followed shortly behind, picking 
up silverware in the fl oral art and 
arts and crafts sections. Banavie 
primary school’s P7 pupils were 
delighted to win the Kilmallie 
Community Council trophy for 
receiving the most points in the 
garden produce category. 

Results: Treasures of the Earth 
Trophy for most points in fl owers, 
Lorna Ungoed-Thomas; Kilmallie 
Community Council Trophy for 
most points in garden produce, 

Banavie primary school P7; The 
Ewen and Isabel Campbell Trophy 
for most points in fl oral art, Anne 
Smith; most outstanding exhibit 
in fl oral art, Anne Smith; M&S 
Dental Trophy for most points 
in baking and produce, Sandra 
Fortune; Tradewinds Trophy for 
most points in arts and crafts, 
Anne Smith; Marion Cameron 
Trophy for best exhibit in arts and 
crafts, Anne Smith and Gillian 
Clark; best exhibit playgroup age, 
Emily Byrne; best exhibit nursery 
class, Luke Smith; best exhibit 
primary 1-3, Alex Drysdale; 
best exhibit primary 4-5, Abbie 
MacKay; best exhibit primary 
6 and 7, Jo Barr Moir; Corpach 
Hotel Trophy for best exhibit 
in the children’s section, Abbie 
MacKay; Corpach in Colour 
Trophy for the most points overall, 
Lorna Ungoed-Thomas.

UNVEILED: Moidart’s � rst war 
memorial 

GREEN FINGERS: Lochaber education trust junior 
gardening show prizewinners

ALL SMILES: proud Corpach in Colour prizewinners display their 
trophies

THE BEST of Lochaber’s musical talent will come 
together in a celebration of music next week. 

Home-grown artists who have performed at 
Lochaber Music Festival over the years will return to 
Fort William for a 40th anniversary gala in the Nevis 
Centre on Thursday September 11. 

The line-up includes Royal National Mod gold 
medallists Robert Robertson and Eilidh Davies as well 
as up-and-coming talent from Lochaber Schools Pipe 
Band and Lochaber Music School. 

Organiser Margaret Sargent said: ‘This is the fi rst 
time so many Lochaber Music Festival stars from four 
decades have come together to perform on their home 
stage. 

‘It is a truly a unique concert not to be missed.’

A CONTROVERSIAL proposal to 
demolish an 18th century school in 
Ardgour has been re-lodged with 
Highland Council despite widespread 
opposition.

Kingairloch Estate, owned by 
Susan Larson and her mother Angela 
Yeoman, asked the council’s planning 
department for permission to knock 
down the former Kingairloch School 
at Camusnacroise and replace it 
with a modern dwelling house but 
objectors say it is of historic value; it 
is thought to date back to 1770. 

In March, the owners lodged a 
similar application but after 11 
objections the Highland Council’s 
historic environment team said the 
building was of ‘local and regional 
importance’ and the application was 
withdrawn. Now the estate has re-
applied after making slight changes 
to the design of the new house to look 
more like the original building.

The school is known nationally 
for its connection with Scottish 
novelist Robert Louis Stevenson, 
as it appeared in his 1886 novel 
Kidnapped. It is believed by historians 
that he visited the site and is now part 
of the Stevenson Way, a long-distance 
walking route based on the book.

The school has also been used as a 
manse, house and ceilidh venue over 
the years.

Former Highland Council leader 
Dr Michael Foxley said it was a 
‘desperate shame’ to lose another 
part of what was once a thriving 
community. He said: ‘It’s an historic 
building  and I stayed in it many times 
when a friend of mine was a teacher 
in the school. There’s no permanent 
population at Kingairloch now and 
it’s a desperate shame to see. 

‘The owners should hire an architect 
to refurbish the existing building to 
restore it to how it used to look and 

LOCHABER local history society’s meetings resume next 
week, after a summer break. 

Topics this year include Keil Church in Duror, Beatons 
in Canada and China, Lochaber hospitals, a Kilmallie 
monument and mountaineering in the area. 

The fi rst meeting will be held at 8pm on Thursday 
September 11 at the Ben Nevis Hotel and will feature a 
talk on Keil Chapel and burial ground, the fi nal resting 
place of James of the Glen who was hung for involvement 
in the Appin murder.

New chapter in estate bid 
to knock down old school  

UP FOR DEMOLITION: the old school at Kingairloch

then extend it if need be, not pull it 
down.’ 

Dr Foxley also suggested the owners 
could benefi t from the history of the 
schoolhouse, rather than get rid of it.

He added: ‘You could really 
capitalise on the history by opening 
it up to people walking the route. A 
lot of people would love to stay in the 
house from Kidnapped. I think it’s a 
wasted opportunity.’ 

Radio journalist Mark Stephen 
objected to the plan. 

He said: ‘It is an extremely rare 
example of a building, named in a 
novel which has survived into the 21st 
century. I would contend, therefore, 
that the building has considerable 

historical and literary value as well 
as being a key point of interest to folk 
walking this trail.’ 

Historian and author Dr John 
McGregor was another critic.

He said: ‘On visual grounds alone, 
there can be no justifi cation for 
treating this building in isolation. 
It complements the other ‘period’ 
buildings of a small settlement with 
a long history, within a wider district 
of high scenic quality. Indeed, the 
building is itself a source for cultural, 
economic and social historians and 
artefacts speak as loudly as the 
written word.’

Kingairloch Estate owners were not 
available for comment.

Local history meetings 

Celebrating 40 years of talent

Youngsters impress judges     
at annual gardening show

Moidart 
unveils fi rst 
memorial   
to war dead

OWNERS RE-LODGE APPLICATION TO DEMOLISH ‘KIDNAPPED’ HOUSE

Lorna shows her winning colours as 
she wins two major prizes at show
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bonhams.com/glasgow

Francis campbell 
boileau cadell, rsa rsW 
(British, 1883-1937)
IONA (-the Island of Lunga)
Sold for £84,100

appointments 
and enquiries
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Valuations
An invitation to consign

Our specialists will be travelling in 
your area the weeks commencing 
15 and 22 September offering free 
valuations with a view to selling in 
our forthcoming auctions.

Prices shown include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com

FISHING TACKLE SALE
MASSIVE display with largest variety ever 

Including:  THE SENSATIONAL Sea Trout Minnow.
INCREDIBLE DISCOUNT’S AND DEAL’S 

THROUGHOUT OUR NEAR END OF SEASON  SALE
This one just can’t be missed,

look forward meeting you all again.
MULL (Craignure hall) 

sept 5,6,7th, fri ; 9 - 8, sat; 9 - 7, sun; 9 - 3,30.
OBAN  (Benderloch VICTORY HALL)

SEPT 19/20/21st,  Fri; 10 - 7,  sat ; 10- 7, sun; 10 - 4.
For more specials information go to Pro Angler 

on FB and                for future specials noti� cation.on FB and                for future specials noti� cation.

ARGYLL and Bute is to mark the centenary of the First 
World War with a commemoration service and parade in 
Oban on Saturday September 20. 

Military veterans will join serving members of the 
armed forces, cadets and representatives from community 
organisations. 

They will follow the Queen’s Standard, Royal British 
Legion Scotland and other regimental colours in a parade 
of remembrance from Oban’s North Pier to the Corran 

Halls, where there will be a commemorative service. The 
parade will set out from the town’s North Pier at 1.30pm, 
proceeding to the Corran Halls where the service is due 
to start at 2pm. Everyone from across Argyll and Bute is 
welcome to attend and remember those, including many 
young people from the area, who made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce 100 ago.

See next week’s Oban Times for our special supplement 
on World War One. 

ARGYLL AND BUTE REMEMBERS

Commemorati ng the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War

Saturday 20th September 2014
Parade of Remembrance

North Pier, Oban—1.30pm

Commemorati on Service, 
at Corran Halls, Oban—2.00pm

Join military veterans, serving members 
of the armed forces, community groups 

and others from all over Argyll and 
Bute to mark the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War

All welcome

Organised by the Argyll and Bute World War 1 
Commemorati ons Steering Group, which includes 

representati ves from the Lord Lieutenancy of Argyll and 
Bute, Royal Briti sh Legion Scotland,  local community 
groups and businesses, and Argyll and Bute Council

AN OBAN student support assistant at 
Argyll College UHI has been honoured 
in the University of the Highlands and 
Islands’ Student Association Awards. 

Jenny Macdonald won the best 
support staff category in the student-
led scheme, after being nominated by 
Alan Macdonald, a visually-impaired 
student she provides support to.

She was commended at the awards 
ceremony on August 20 for going the 
extra mile to assist students, often 
using her own time to help. 

Alan said: ‘Jenny has been my 
support for the last two years, covering 
my NC and HNC in sound production. 
Due to my lack of vision and allergy 
to dogs, I need guided by a person 

and I instantly felt comfortable in her 
company. 

‘She has a sixth sense for caring and 
just knows what to say at the right 
times. 

‘She is simply the most unselfi sh 
person I have ever had to help me since 
I lost my vision. 

‘Her ability to go the extra step 
and turn diffi cult days into fun while 
doing it all with a laugh and warmth is 
nothing short of incredible.’

Jenny said: ‘I have always held an 
ambition to attend university to gain 
a degree, so to be given an award at 
university level, particularly when 
selected by the student board, is a huge 
honour. Thank you.’

CRAFT company Calgary Crafts 
has been selected to showcase its 
products in the Business Gateway 
sponsored craft tent at the Best of 
the West Festival in Inveraray next 
weekend.

For one day over the festival 
weekend, Saturday September 13 and 
Sunday September 14, the Lismore 
crafter will be selling work.

Catherine Bloy, owner of Calgary 
Crafts, says she is ‘ecstatic’ to have 
been selected for the opportunity to 
show off her quirky Scottish home 
wares and accessories. 

Catherine said: ‘I moved to the 
west coast of Scotland recently and 
have found the community extremely 
welcoming so I’m delighted to be 
contributing to the local economy.’

To win a place in the craft tent, 
companies were asked to pitch in 250 
words why their products represent 
the best of the west. The local 
Business Gateway team then short 
listed eight, based on the quality and 
appeal of their products, the strength 
of their sales pitch and their fi t with 
the craft tent and the festival overall. 

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s policy lead 
for sustainable economic growth then 
had the unenviable job of selecting 
the winners.

Argyll and Bute marks First World War 
centenary with service and parade

Gateway winner is 
best of the west

CREATIVE: Catherine Bloy from 
Lismore will be showing o�  her 
creations at the Best of the west 

Festival 

THE BEST: Jenny Macdonald who was nominated by Alan Macdonald for the 
Student Association Award

Caring Jenny rewarded 
for going the extra mile

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Low pay sparks care crisis
Consultants called in to 
tackle acute shortage of
qualifi ed care workers 

ON A HIGH: Oban pipers win again

Meeting to shed light on GP hours

Raise Council Tax 
to save services

Set � re to shed at 
Glencruitten

A SHORTAGE of carers and nursing 
home beds for older people has 
reached crisis point in Oban and 
Lorn.

Elderly and infi rm patients are be-
ing kept in hospital for longer periods 
because of a shortage of qualifi ed 
carers. 

And long-term care arrangements 
are being put on hold while health 
offi cials search desperately for care 
workers to implement the plans. 

A meeting of NHS Highland Com-
munity Health Partnership (CHP) on 
Monday heard there were no beds 
available in nursing homes and no 
staff to provide care packages for the 
elderly.

A patient from Glenorchy was in 
hospital care for months longer than 
required after suitable care was 
impossible to fi nd.

Another Oban man was stuck in 
hospital for more than 10 weeks 
when his care package could not be 
put together, in spite of the fact that 
his wife already had carers.

Carers have told The Oban Times 
they can’t cope with the prospect of 
more clients. And they accused some 
carers of ‘cherry picking’ clients 
in Oban, rather than looking after 
people in rural areas.

Last year it was reported that a 
female carer, who was recruited in 
Dalmally, had to cycle up to 20 miles 
a day to visit patients because she 
could not drive.

Argyll and Bute council’s head of 
adult care, Shaun Paul Davidson, said 
the authority had appointed consult-
ants to tackle the problem.

However, councillor Roddy 
McCuish slammed the idea of using  
‘expensive consultants’, saying 
everyone knew the problem in Oban 
and Lorn was the low pay of staff.

Speaking at the CHP meeting, 
councillor McCuish said: ‘We are 
spinning plates and spending unnec-
essary money when we know what 
the problem is.

‘We need to get on with it and fi nd 
a solution.

‘Until the pay and conditions of 
these care jobs are better, then we 
are not going to encourage people to 
come to work here.

‘There is no doubt about it, we are 
going to need more and more carers.’

Mr Davidson admitted recruiting 
carers to the area was a major chal-
lenge: ‘Care providers are at capacity, 
getting new care packages for clients 
is proving diffi cult.

‘The main issue is recruitment - we 
have consultants working on the mat-
ter at the moment and we are working 
on the providers to see how we can 
come up with the options.

‘For instance, if we put all the 
clients in one area under one provider 
we hope that might save some time 
and allow us to place more people.’

Confi rming that care homes in 
the area were at capacity or near to 
capacity, he continued: ‘Eader Glynn 
[in Oban] is closed to new patients at 
this time for rewiring.’ 

‘We are talking about seeing if we 
can pay people more to work in rural 
areas. It is not my problem, it’s not a 
health problem - it is a problem for all 
of us.’

Families have said that since coun-
cil carers were made redundant and 
moved to private care companies last 
year, there have been diffi culties in 
retaining staff.

Island communities have been 
badly affected with some elderly 
patients having to move away from 
their island homes to get the care they 
require. Elderly patients who need 
hospital care are now being redirect-
ed to other hospitals as there are no 
beds available in the Oban area. 

Statistics from NHS Highland’s  
hospital delayed discharges fi gures 
show an increase in the number with 
patients spending up to six unneces-
sary weeks in hospital.

NHS Highland’s locality manager, 
Veronica Kennedy, told the meeting 
that a chief offi cer for integrated 
care was soon to be appointed, and 
that they would be responsible for 
tackling the recruitment crisis.

CHANGES to doctors’ consulting hours at 
Dalmally surgery will be discussed at a public 
meeting in the village’s community centre tonight 
(Thursday), writes Marian Miller.

Taynuilt Medical Practice, which has run the 
surgery since 2004, is looking at changes to the 
way it operates its patients’ services in Dalmally, 
Connel and Taynuilt surgeries.

Glenorchy and Innishail community council has 

received a consultation letter from the practice 
explaining the need for changes, but secretary 
John Kerr said consulting hours had already been 
stopped on a Monday evening and a Tuesday in 
Dalmally. ‘We are all slightly in the dark,’ he said. 

Business manager for the practice Moira 
Newiss said, like a many rural practices, it was 
facing a number of issues including recruitment, 
a reduction in the number of medical trainees and 

no increase in funding from NHS Highland to run 
the Dalmally surgery since Taynuilt took it over.

As a result, the practice is looking at changing 
its appointment system to allow more doctor 
appointments over fewer days and increasing the 
number of nurse practioners. 

She said it was not unusual for consulting hours 
at Dalmally to change from time to time depend-
ing on staffi ng levels.

A FIFTY-two-year-old man has 
pleaded guilty to deliberately 
setting fi re to a shed at a house in 
Oban.

Steven Livingstone, appearing 
in Oban sheriff court on Tuesday, 
admitted wilful fi re-raising on 
June 10 this year to a shed and its 
contents in Glencruitten Road, 
causing damage to adjacent fenc-
ing and guttering on that house 
and a neighbouring property.

He also admitted setting fi re to 
a shirt hanging in a wardrobe and 
damaging its contents.

In a third charge, Livingstone, 
described as a prisoner of 
Greenock Prison, pleaded guilty 
to wilfully damaging property 
including breaking a television, 
glassware, items of furniture, 
crockery, clothing and make-up 
belonging to his ex-partner.

Sentence was deferred until 
September 30 for background and  
psychiatric reports. Livingstone 
was remanded in custody.

A SENIOR councillor wants to 
put a possible rise in Council Tax 
back on the political agenda to 
safeguard services.

Tory councillor Donald Kelly, 
of the Argyll First group, says the 
revenue would help to lessen the 
impact of council cutbacks.

He said this could be done by 
increasing the Council Tax by a 
few per cent.

He suggested those residents 
on band ‘C’ currently paying 
£1,412.31, might see their annual 
bill rise by three per cent, making 
a yearly payment of £1,443.72.

The Kintyre councillor argued 
this would generate an extra 
£250,000 for Argyll and Bute 
council to spend in Oban.

He said: ‘My view is that we 
have got to the stage of raising the 
Council Tax. This would mean 
that money raised in an area could 
be spent in a specifi c area.

‘When the Council Tax was fi rst 
frozen there is no doubt it was a 
good thing, but we have got to a 
stage in Argyll where we can no 
longer cut anything else.’

OBAN High School Pipe Band 
led the second traditional march 
from Oban town centre to Moss-
fi eld park during the Argyllshire 

Gathering games. Following their 
appearance last Thursday, the 
novice and novice juvenile pipe 
bands ended their competition 

season on a high at the Cowal 
Gathering at the weekend.

Both bands won their grades and 
£500 for being the most entertain-

ing band in the street during the 
massed bands’ march down Dunno-
on’s Argyll Street on the Saturday 
evening.   Photo Kevin McGlynn
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‘We were never taken seriously’

Sounding last post on the Esplanade

Rockfi eld past bidders say 
bids never stood a chance

Boat grounded on 
Oban’s ‘Scrat’ reef

Anxious wait over 
shop jobs decision

A good feeling for 
playpark group

Dental unit a step closer

No new leads about 
murdered woman

Convenient matter 
of little light relief

A FURTHER £3,000 has been 
donated to Friends of Oban 
Community Playpark’s bid to 
build a new children’s leisure 
area beside Atlantis Leisure.

The latest donation has come 
from Oban Common Good 
Fund. ‘We are absolutely de-
lighted with this donation,’ said 
Lyndsay Elliot of the friends. 

The total raised locally now 
stands at around £55,000.

STAFF at the Co-operative store in 
Oban will fi nd out in six weeks if 
they will still have jobs.

A decision is to be announced to 
workers at the Soroba Road shop 
on Thursday, October 14.

Hours are to be slashed and re-
dundancies are a real possibility at 
the store, with one member of the 
workforce calling it ‘ridiculous,’ 
that people offering to take vol-
untary redundancy had been told 
they couldn’t by bosses.

A SAILING boat went aground 
on Saturday afternoon on ‘the 
Scrat’ reef in the middle of Oban 
Bay.

Oban lifeboat was asked by 
Stornoway Coastguard to help 
the double-masted ship which 
had gone aground on the reef.

The ship had fortunately gone 
aground only an hour after low 
water. This meant that the sim-
plest option for both the vessel 
and the people onboard was to 
wait for the rising tide to refl oat 
the boat.

However, to ensure the safety 
of all passengers, they were 
taken on board two local rigid 
infl atable boats.

Oban lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald remained by the 
sailing boat until she was safely 
free of the reef a few hours later. 

One of the volunteer crew 
was placed aboard the vessel 
throughout this time to provide 
any necessary assistance to the 
crew. 

Once afl oat, a towline was 
passed and she was taken to 
berth at the North Pier.

FORMER bidders for the disused 
Rockfi eld primary school in Oban 
have come forward to say they were 
never taken ‘seriously’ by Argyll and 
Bute council.

In January 2013, councillors were 
told that the local authority ‘had not 
received any acceptable offers for the 
site’. 

However, The Oban Times under-
stands that at least six parties inter-
ested in the site felt their proposals 
were not given serious consideration 
by the council.

Oban Youth and Community 
Association was one such party. It 
placed a bid to move from its Soroba 
Lane premises to Rockfi eld in 2009, 
but the plan was dismissed out of 
hand, claims the association’s former 
chairman David Preston.

He said: ‘At no point did the council 
enter into any negotiation with the 
community.’

David said his group looked at 
various options in the town: ‘Our 
preferred option was Rockfi eld and 
I wrote to the offi cer at the estates 
department on March 10, 2009 to 
intimate interest on behalf of the 
community and to tell him that we 
would need time to complete further 
research into viability and feasibility. 

‘By the time I eventually received 
an acknowledgement, from him on  
April 29, 2009, the ‘development 
opportunity’ sign had been erected 

on the site, even although I was told 
that the council had not obtained a 
valuation of the property and had not 
fi xed the asking price.’ 

The former chairman, continued: 
‘The council refused to give the 
community any opportunity to put its 
package together and refused to give 
any support or assistance (non-fi -
nancial) whatsoever in assessing 
feasibility or in producing a realistic 
detailed business plan. 

‘The opposite is, in fact, true – the 
council refused to delay marketing 
the property to allow funding sources 
to be identifi ed.’

A proposal in 2010 from a small 
voluntary group to locate a traditional 
music school in the building in 2010 
was rejected by the council because 
it did not have enough community 
support.

A couple, who asked not to be 
named, also approached the council 
in 2013 for advice on purchasing the 
building, but felt a social housing 
complex on the site was the preferred 
option.

The Oban Times has previously 
revealed that luxury-fl at developer 
Paul Molinari, Ganavan Sands De-
velopments and Argyll Community 
Housing Association have all been 
interested in the site.

Ganavan Sands Developments 
placed an offer in 2011 to refurbish 
Rockfi eld and house the town’s 
council staff, in return for buying 
properties owned by the local au-
thority on Albany Street and turning 

them into luxury fl ats for sale on the 
open market. 

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute council would not comment on 
the individual bids.

However, she did say that on  June 
2014, the council agreed to re-adver-

tise the Rockfi eld property for sale on 
the open market. Offers were invited 
and a closing date set for Friday 
August 8, 2014.  

The Oban Times understands that 
six bids were received and reported 
to the Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 

committee on August 14, 2014. 
The spokeswoman added: ‘The 

area committee asked for additional 
information. It will consider a fur-
ther report at a special meeting on 
Wednesday, September 10, 2014.’

She said: ‘Members will carefully 

consider all offers received and make 
a decision about how to proceed – 
bearing in mind the requirements 
of the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act 1973 and the Disposal of Land by 
Local Authorities (Scotland) Regula-
tions 2010.’ 

TIE A RIBBON: Rock� eld campaigner Fiona Campbell-Smith is given a ribbon by Nan Clark, 96, to tie on the fence of the old Rock� eld primary school

ONE OF Oban’s oldest residents 
called plans to demolish the 
former Rockfi eld primary school 
‘a disgrace’. 

Well known former farmer 
Nan Clark, 96, (above) wanted 
her ribbon to be hung on the 
fence of her former primary 
school to remind people of the 
history of the building.

Nan, who walked from her 
home with her siblings two miles 
to school every day, said she 
had good memories of the Oban 
school.

‘It is a disgrace that anyone is 
thinking about taking the school 

down. I imagine that people 
would want to see the school, and 
if it was fi lled with all the things 
the Oban Communities Trust is 
thinking of doing with it, then it 
will be good for the tourists.

‘It would be lovely to see the 
building brought back into good 
use.’

Being unable to walk to the 
former Rockfi eld school herself, 
Nan asked that her ribbon be 
tied to the fence along with 
the hundreds of others around 
the empty building to show 
her support for the Rockfi eld 
campaign. 

THE POST Offi ce on Oban’s Espla-
nade is due to close before Christmas.

Consultation documents have gone 
out to customers asking if they would 
support the service being moved 
into McColl’s convenience store on 
George Street.

A spokeswoman for Colin and 
Lynette Galbraith, who have run the 
post offi ce for  more than 24 years, 
said: ‘It is all up in the air at the 
moment, but they are hoping to retire.

‘They are retiring because of the 
changes that are being brought in by 
the Post Offi ce and they believe it is 
just time to leave.

‘The Post Offi ce wants to move 
the counter into shops that stay open 
later in order to maximise the sales 
of the counter. However, many of our 
customers are saying that is not what 
they want.’

Customer Maimie Nicholson, a 
former Post Offi ce worker, said: 

‘My fear is that this is a done deal. 
I worked in the Post Offi ce for more 
than 20 years at Mossfi eld and it was 
a lovely place to work.

‘We had time for the customers and 
we passed the time of day with people 
if there was time. The Esplanade post 
offi ce is the same.

‘Having been closed down once at 
Mossfi eld, I have a feeling that the 
post offi ce only has one solution on 
the books and that is moving into Mc-

Coll’s - it will be the end of an era.’
A six-week consultation has now 

begun with customers being asked 
to give their views on the proposed 
move  to McColl’s.

It is understood that a not-for-profi t 
organisation has made enquiries 
about bringing the Post Offi ce coun-
ter into another venue on George 
Street but was told there were no 
vacancies for post offi ce concessions 
at present.

A MULTI-million pound dental 
unit in Lorn and Islands hospital 
in Oban is still without a practice 
more than a year after it was com-
pleted, writes Louise Lee.

But a meeting of NHS Highland 
on Monday night was told that 
there was a realistic prospect that 
a contract for a dental practice will 
be signed in the ‘near future’.

The community health partner-
ship heard that a previous arrange-
ment had fallen through, but this 
time progress had been made in 
fi nding a ‘preferred candidate’.

Tom Dolan, from Taynuilt, said: 

‘I tried to make an appointment on 
August 22 as I had lost a fi lling, but 
I was unable to get an appointment 
until September 15.

‘It seems as though it has been 
an age since we were fi rst prom-
ised that contracts were about to 
be signed. I looked back in my 
records and it was November 15, 
2007 when we were fi rst told there 
would be a new practice.’

NHS Highland locality manager 
Veronica Kennedy said: ‘It is at the 
contract stage. There is a possibili-
ty that it might be Christmas, but I 
wouldn’t put £20 on it.’

Nan ties her colours to Rock� eld cause

DESPITE hopes of fi nding the body of murdered Edin-
burgh accountant Suzanne Pilley in the forests of Argyll, 
police have confi rmed there are no new leads after an 
impassioned plea from her parents on BBC television 
programme Crimewatch.

Suzanne was murdered in May 2010, and her former 
colleague and lover David Gilroy was jailed for the 
crime in 2012. Her body has never been recovered.

Since 2010, many searches have taken place through-
out Argyll. 

It was hoped that some new evidence would come to 
light about the whereabouts of murderer Gilroy in the 
days following Ms Pilley’s death when Crimewatch 
broadcast the story in June 2014.

It is known that Gilroy travelled to the Lochgilphead 
Campus shortly after Ms Pilley went missing, and that 
he purchased black bags in the town.

Police investigations revealed that GPS (Global Posi-
tioning System) tracked Gilroy for most of his journey 
through Argyll but for a substantial period of time he 
was ‘off radar’ while he was travelling from Lochgilp-
head back to the city.

A number of theories exist about where he was. It was 
believed that new enquiries had opened up in the Minard 
area of Mid Argyll. But police said local rumours of 
‘hundreds’ of police in the area were untrue.

A Police Scotland spokesman confi rmed: ‘Anyone 
who knows something which may assist our inquiries is 
urged to contact Police Scotland.’

A SEARCH for a public toilet is an age-old problem in 
Argyll it seems, after the Royal Commission on the An-
cient and Historic Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) 
only has one cludgie on a national register for the area.

The public conveniences at the pier in Inveraray are the 
only one of its type within the whole of Argyll.

This will not be a surprise for the residents of Oban 
who consistently complain about the lack of powder 
rooms for visitors to the area.

RCAHMS is now desperate for owners of toilets of 
note to be added to its list by emailing a picture of the 
ancient water closet or princely throne to the national 
organisation. Contact the organisation via the RCAHMS 
website.

Argyll in bloom

Taynuilt

North Connel and district

COMMUNITY spirit was out in full 
force for this year’s 55th North Con-
nel and District Horticultural Show.

While an early autumn chill saw off 
entries in carnations and some other 
mid-summer fl owering blooms, there 
was more than double the number of 
fl ower entries from last year.

In the vegetable section there was a 
large variety of entries across the board 
– some bigger than others and the 
baking table groaned under the weight 
of cakes, muffi ns, cupcakes, preserves 
and other home-made produce.

There were a good and fun selection 
of photos in both the children’s and 
adults photographic competitions 
with Peter Darling judging them, and 
Ronnie McKillop and Fiona Dickie,  
judging the fl owers and vegetables 
and baking, preserves and eggs 
respectively.

Children from Lochnell Primary 
School had been busy the fi rst few 
days back at school drawing pictures 
and making garden creatures from 
recycled materials which were 
judged, alongside the other children’s 

competitions by Karen Mackie.
The ladies of Lynn of Lorn Nursing 

home in Benderloch also boosted the 
contributions to the fl oral art work.

The Victory Hall in Benderloch 
was a hive of activity once the show 
opened with welcome support from 
the community as teas and coffees 
and cakes were served before the 
prizes were handed out by Oban 
North and Lorn councillor Elaine 
Robertson and the raffl e was drawn 
before the general sale of produce to 
raise funds for next year’s show.

Winners of the children’s trophies at the North Connel and District Horticultural Show, (from left) Shona McKenzie, 
Amy Newiss, Ellen MacKechnie, Charlotte Jackson-Stark and Eilid MacPherson  t36benderlochshow01

TAYNUILT Horticultural Society 
had its annual show at Taynuilt 
village hall on Saturday, welcoming 
competitors from around the local 
area.

Amongst the prize-winners were 
sisters Emma and Victoria Carswell, 
who are six and 10 years old respec-
tively, from Taynuilt, who won prizes 
for baking and drawing.

Leslie Servant, who won four indi-
vidual trophies, said: ‘It’s all about 
perseverance, I’ve been competing 
since the 1970s.

‘It’s a shame that more people don’t 
support the show, in past years the 
hall has been full, we really need 
to encourage more young people 
to compete.’

Sisters Emma and Sophie Carswell, who won individual trophies for 
baking and drawing  15_t36sisters01

For full results see page 21

Leslie Servant, who won four indi-
vidual trophies, said: ‘It’s all about 
perseverance, I’ve been competing 

‘It’s a shame that more people don’t 
support the show, in past years the 
hall has been full, we really need 
to encourage more young people 

Sisters Emma and Sophie Carswell, who won individual trophies for 

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes
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COMMANDO TRAIL
THOUSANDS of commandos who trained and fought in Lochaber 

during the second world war were remembered during a whole 
day of commemorations on Saturday. 

The event marked the opening of a new ‘commando trail’, 
connecting sites in the area relating to the war, including the Spean Bridge 
Commando Memorial and the nearby Achnacarry Castle, a training site 
for troops.

Lochaber Archaeological Society (LAS), the group behind the project, 
spent months alongside experts digging at Achnacarry and have used their 
fi ndings to provide information about each site. 

More than 200 people attended a commemorative ceremony at the Spean 
Bridge memorial on Saturday morning, including armed forces represent-
atives and Charles Kennedy MP, who laid wreaths at the site. 

A two-minute silence was held as a Royal Navy helicopter circled the 
memorial and prayers were led by Reverend Adrian Varwell of the Dun-
cansburgh MacIntosh Parish Church, Fort William. 

In the afternoon, 600 people descended on Caol Community Centre for 
a 1940s-themed gala, with jive dancers and a swing band. 

Members of LAS told the tales of war memorabilia found during the dig 
at Achnacarry, including coins, clothing, bullets and helmets. 

Robert Cairns, LAS chairman, said: ‘It was an absolutely fantastic day, 
it was great to have all of the military personnel at the ceremony and the 
afternoon was also a big success. The whole community and beyond got 
involved, people came from Inverness and Glasgow to attend.’

Members of the group are so pleased about the success of the project they 
are already looking at another potential dig at an old war site in Lochailort 
where troops were trained to work behind enemy lines. 

Mr Cairns added: ‘Special Operations Executives were trained at 
Lochailort so we’re thinking about applying for funding to give that a 
go. It would be a much bigger project than what we’ve just done but it’s 
something we are thinking about.’

A COMMONWEALTH gold medal-
ist visited Lochaber at the weekend 
to remember fallen soldiers and 
raise funds for those still fi ghting. 

Chris Sherrington, judoka and royal marine, 
laid a poppy at the Sean Bridge Commando 
Memorial and on Sunday collected money 
for charity Help for Heroes along with former 
royal artillery member Mary Wilson. 

He said: ‘As a Royal Marine Commando, 
I wanted to lay my WWI commemorative 
poppy at the Commando Memorial and by 

chance we were contacted by our friend, Mary 
Wilson, with the idea of collecting donations 
for H4H together at Spean Bridge. Hopefully 
we’ll raise a good amount of money.’ 

Bryn Parry, co-founder of Help For Heroes 
thanked the pair for their fundraising efforts, 
adding: ‘They are making a huge difference to 
the lives of some very brave men and women.

‘This year’s anniversary events for World 
War One and D-Day remind us how important 
this is and the shared respect between the 
veterans of all generations.’ 

Former royal artillery member Mary Wilson and commonwealth gold medalist Chris Sherring-
ton lay a poppy at the Spean Bridge Commando memorial

A commemorative ceremony was held 
at Spean Bridge Commando Memorial

Lochaber’s TS St Christopher Sea Cadets

Lochaber Archaeological Society chairman Robert Cairns

1940s themed swing band Hot Toddies entertained the crowds 

Fort William army cadets learnt about soldiers during the world wars
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SWIMMING
Fort gain fi rst 
point of the 
season against 
bottom of the 
league Huntly 

FOOTBALL

Corpach woman 
swims Loch Morar

LOCHABER Rugby Club will 
be holding a race night at the 
end of the month 

The fundraising event on 
September 27 will include 
a raffl e and the auction of a 
signed Scotland rugby strip.

Any raffl e donations are 
welcome. Contact Sandra 
Donaldson for more information 
on 07769323626.

ISLE of Skye Golf Club Ian 
Fullarton Trophy played on 
August 30 and 31: 1 Jamie 
Beaton 40 points; 2 Kyle Pirie 
39 points (bih); 3 John Allan 
MacLeod 39 points; 3 Dave 
MacVicar 38 points. 

BOWLING THEM OVER: Gordon Hamilton and Trish Miller were the delighted � rst winners of a new competition at the Railway Bowling 
Club.  The team � nished � rst in the Gogs & Gringo Taxis pairs competition, played for year at the Inverlochy green on Saturday. 

Our photo shows Gordon and Trish (centre) pictured with other competitors who took part.  

FORT William claimed their 
fi rst point of the season with a 
3-3 draw against Huntly. 

The Fort were two up at home 
last Wednesday night with goals 
from new signing Nick Stein 
and Darren Quigg but the lead 
was not to last as David Moffat 
scored an own goal  before 
strikes from Huntly’s Thomas 
Johnson and Adam MacNab put 
them in front. 

In the second half Stein fi n-
ished the scoring with his second 
goal of the match, securing the 
point for Fort William. 

LONG-DISTANCE swimmer 
Morag Hughes has completed 
her biggest challenge to date, 
the 12-mile length of Loch 
Morar. 

Mrs Hughes, from Corpach, 
faced a strong wind in the 
12 and a half hour trip from 
Oban jetty but was greeted at 
the other side by enthusiastic 
supporters and bagpipes played 
by Charlie MacFarlane of 
Glenfi nnan. 

Setting off at 8.35 am, 
the 58-year-old expected to 
complete the feat in nine hours 
but the wind, waves, and low 
temperature meant darkness 
was descending when she 
fi nished just after 9pm.

The staff nurse said: ‘It took 
far longer than I imagined 
because the conditions were 
so bad. I fi nished just in time 
as I wouldn’t have been able 
to swim in the dark. The 
water temperature was 11 or 
12 degrees, so I was quite cold, 
but the waves made it diffi cult. 
I usually do the crawl but I had 
to do the breaststroke now and 
then as it was easier to breathe. 
It was the only swim I’ve ever 
done when my legs wouldn’t do 
what I wanted them to do when 
I came out of the water.’

The swim was a fundraising 
exercise for the restoration of 
St Mary and St Finnan Church, 
Glenfi nnan but Mrs Hughes 
said she had no idea how much 
she had raised so far. 

She added: ‘I am not a 
church member but it is such a 
lovely, iconic building with an 
interesting history that I thought 
it would be good to raise money 
for it.’

Donations are welcome and 
can be made at www.justgiving.
com/glenfi nnan-church.

A SPEAN Bridge snowboarder 
is celebrating this week after 
winning a national snowboard-
ing competition.  

Rio Peterson took home the 
title of overall female cham-
pion from the Scottish Indoor 
Slopestyle Championships held 
at Snow Factor, Braehead, in 
Glasgow on Saturday, almost 
a year after coming fi rst place 
in the UK-wide version of the 
event. 

The 25-year-old instructor 
said: ‘I was really happy to win 
this. I didn’t get to compete in the 
Scottish event last year but I’ve 
been going down to Glasgow as 
much as possible to practise at 
the indoor facility in Braehead 
then the competition was held 

PLOCKTON Sailling Club’s season came to an 
end on Saturday August 23 but not before some 
good sailing days last month.

On August 15 fi ve local boats took part in the 
fi rst visitors’ cup for local boats.

The results  for the fi rst race:  1 Graham Sharp 
(Rona),  2 Ian Hay (Seolta) 3 Alexander Macken-
zie (seaforth).

The second race, scheduled for August 16, was 
postponed because of  the weather and  was held 
on Friday August 22 instead when four boats took 
part.

The results were: 1 Ian Hay (Seolta), 2 Morag 
Amos (Eala Bhan), 3 Douglas Hamilton (Ajax).

The third and fi nal race was joined on to the Ju-
bilee Vase (Islay trophy) race which was held for 
all boats on  August 23. The vase was presented 
by the late Dick Macrae in 1983, Plockton Sailing 

BACK FOOT: Fort William’s Andrew Hardwick,left, and Turri� ’s Gary Harris.  

But Fort’s celebrations were 
short lived as they went down 
5-1 to Turriff United on Satur-
day. 

Turriff dominated the game at 
Claggan Park from the start, but 
blitzed the home side just before 
half time, with three goals in 
four minutes. 

Long range
Stein again proved himself 

an asset to Fort William, a long 
range effort giving them their 
only goal of the match in the 
66th minute. 

Any hope of salvaging the 

game was lost for the home side 
when Turriff’s Craig MacAskill 
scored another two in quick 
succession. 

Fort manager Calum MacLean 
said: ‘We were poor, especially 
in the fi rst half, and we can’t 
afford to give a team of Turriff’s 
class a three-goal start. We were 
a bit better in the second half but 
they were absolutely clinical in 
front of goal.’

... but they have no answer 
to the slick-moving Turri� 

IN THE SWIM: Morag Hughes 
swam the 12-mile length of 

Loch Morar to raise money for 
St Mary and St Finnan Church, 

Glen� nnan. 

Rugby club to hold 
race night

RUGBY

GOLF

Results from Isle 
of Skye golf

WELL DONE: Graham Sharp is presented with the Islay vase by Islay Macrae, right and her mother,  
Liz, left. 

club’s 50th anniversary.
Four local boats and four centreboards entered.
The result, and winner of the Jubilee Vase was 1 

Graham Sharp (Rona), 2 Ian Hay (Seolta), 3 Iain 
Bullivant (laser).

As a result of the third visitors’ race Ian Hay 
won the visitors’ cup with fi ve  points, second was 
Graham Sharp with six points and Morag Amos 
was third with nine points.

At the start of the race Douglas Pincock played 
the pipes and at the end Cameron Sharp, who had 
crewed with his father, Graham, in the winning 
boat, played at the fi nishing line where the cups 
were presented by Islay Macrae, daughter of the 
donor of the vase.

SAILING

Plockton Sailing Club’s
season comes to an end

there and it went really well. 
This is the biggest competition 
I’ve won this year.’ 

Rio, originally from Ardfern, 
moved to Spean Bridge after 
working as a snowboard coach 
in Canada. Later this year she 
will compete again in the British 
Indoor Slopestyle Champion-
ships.

She added: ‘I’m really hoping 
to defend my title at the British. 
I’ve spent the summer focusing 
on developing my boarding and 
entering competitions but in 
the winter I’m keen to get back 
to instructing, hopefully on the 
local hills.’

SNOWBOARDING

Rio brings home
the Scottish title

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
suffered a heavy defeat in their 
opening game of the season 
on Saturday, losing 54-0 to 
Moray. 

The match started off in the 
balance with Moray punching 
at the Lochaber defence. But 
before long Moray put phases 
together and found a gap in 
the middle of the park to score 
under the posts for the fi rst try 
of the game.

Too strong
Despite Lochaber’s efforts 

to regain some ball and using 
forwards managed to break the 
gain line in consecutive phas-
es, Moray defence proved too 
strong and despite Lochaber’s 
best efforts could not make any 
signifi cant breaks. 

Moray began to pick up the 
pace and very effectively off 
loaded the ball between car-

riers leading to another score 
from Moray before the half 
time whistle.

The second half began to 
slip out of Lochaber’s grasp 
as Moray piled on the pressure 
in the middle of the park and 
then unleashed speedy backs 
to fi nish time and again in the 
corners.

Lochaber Rugby Club’s 
vice captain Jack Baxter said: 
‘Lochaber will not be too 
disheartened by this defeat. 
The lads that travelled away 
all put in tremendous effort 
with debut appearances for a 
couple of players. Next week 
Lochaber look to gain a fuller 
squad to travel away to RAF 
Lossiemouth in the fi rst league 
game of the season.’

RUGBY

Heavy defeat for Lochaber

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.42 3.8 11.44 0.8 17.49 4.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.18 0.9 06.14 3.9 12.16 0.7 18.19 4.1
Sat 00.49 0.9 06.40 3.9 12.47 0.7 18.47 4.1
Sun 01.17 0.8 07.05 3.9 13.19 0.7 19.15     4.0
Mon 01.45 0.9 07.36 3.8 13.54 0.8 19.48 3.9
Tues 02.18 1.0 08.12 3.6 14.35 1.0 20.25 3.7
Wed 02.58 1.2 08.55 3.5 15.24 1.2 21.09 3.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 18ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds light north easterly  
 Temperatures 11ºC to 19ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 17ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, September 4, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports
listed on the right. 

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

FRIDAY

5

19

18


