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Ill wind
blows on
turbine
plans

THE PRINCIPLES behind 
the theory of evolution were 
presented last week to primary 
seven pupils from Oban and 
Lorn with the help of senior 
pupils at Oban High School.

The presentation by 
psychologist Paul Gardner, 
representing the University of 

St Andrews and Heriot Watt 
University in Edinburgh, is 
part of a Scottish tour that has 
been funded by the Scottish 
government to help celebrate the 
200th anniversary of Darwin’s 
birth and the 150th anniversary 
of the publication of his Origin 
of Species.

The invitation to primary 
seven pupils to attend the high 
school, where workshops were 
run with the help of senior 
pupils, is all part of the effort 
to introduce primary sevens to 
the high school environment 
as early as possible in their last 
year at primary.

The workshops looked at 
what sort of things aquatic 
animals might need compared 
to land based, what kind of teeth 
different animals might need 
for different food and other 
simple ideas behind the theory 
of evolution – plenty for young 
pupils to ponder.

Pupils given bare bones of the theory of evolution

Couple’s golden moment

Oban Highland Games will begin 
with a meeting of its committee in 
the next few weeks.

A small improvement in the size 
of the crowd at last Thursday’s 
games compared to the previous 
year left the Argyllshire Gathering 
organisers facing another loss.

But hopes of a solution in the 

backing from Argyll and Bute 
Council, as enjoyed by Dunoon’s 
Cowal Games, received a blow 
this week.

Oban councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘We will continue to support 
the games in a non-monetary 

appears unlikely when we are 
facing substantial budget cuts 
across all departments.’

This week games organisers 
defended gate charges (£10 adult, 
£8 concession, £5 children, £4 
parking) that make Oban Games 
possibly the most expensive in the 
country.

They said they had to meet 
£15,000-£20,000 in prize 
money needed to attract the best 

competitors to travel to Oban on 
a Thursday.

Moving the games to a Saturday 
was also not an option because of 
clashes with other key dancing, 
piping and heavy events.

Games steward Charles 
Williamson MacDougall also 
defended the exclusive catering 
tent for Argyll’s clan chiefs and 
families and other Gathering 
members.

‘I know the ‘toffs’ as people call 
them generate a certain resentment 

said. ‘Apart from the heritage and 
colour they bring to the games, 
their support there and at the ball 
and dance on the Thursday and 
Friday evenings is vital.

‘Money raised by them has 
virtually covered the annual losses 
for the past 10 years.

‘Even in the dining tent they 
are paying £20 a head for the 
privilege, and supporting local 
jobs in the process. There are a lot 
of misconceptions about that side 
of the games.’

Games’ cash hopes
may be dashed

A REVISED community council 
structure in Argyll and Bute 
has been given the go-ahead 

concerns by a national body.
Claims of a ‘damaging’ and 

seriously diminish the role 
of the community councils in 
Argyll and Bute is being made 
by the National Association of 
Community Councils.

In a letter, shown to The Oban 
Times, association spokesman 
Vincent Waters writes: ‘The 

scheme proposed by Argyll 
and Bute Council has several 
proposals that are diametrically 
opposed to the model scheme 
and, we would suggest, are 
damaging to the interests 
of community councils and 
constituents.’

The association’s complaints 
include lack of resources 
for councillors, a limited 
consultation period and 
‘the disgraceful practice’ of 
working parties not inviting 

any community councillors to 
discuss changes. 

Mr Waters states in a letter 
that many of Argyll and Bute’s 
community councillors say the 
scheme review in Argyll and 
Bute appears to be predicated 
on a negative attitude towards 
community councils, including 
setting the councils up only to 
‘fail’.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokeswoman said: ‘The 
process has been robust, 
inclusive and transparent. The 

decisions which the executive 
has taken followed an extensive 
consultation exercise which 
involved community councils 
and the Association of Argyll 
and Bute Community Councils. 

‘There will no longer be 
a provision for co-opted or 
nominated members. 

‘It will be clear that only 
those who are elected will 
be able to make decisions. 
The elections will be by postal 
ballot if required. Election day 
will be October 29.’

Concerns over new community council structure

CLAIMS that a proposed wind farm 
in Nether Lorn will ‘destroy the 
landscape’ were made this week after 
developers announced a 16-turbine 

The turbines are planned for Raera 
Hill, an area that lies eight miles 
south of Oban between Kilninver and 
Kilmelford and backs onto the A816.

The Oban Times understands there 

the Kilmelford area in opposition to 
the wind farm – and they are seeking 
legal advice on stopping developers 
proceeding with a planning 
application.

One landowner, who did not want 
named, said: ‘This is an area of 
outstanding beauty, a place breeds 
and species of bird, animals and 
insects come to as a last resort. The 
wind farm at Raera Hill will destroy 
that habitat and perhaps the landscape 
irrevocably.’

Steve Stephenson, whose house will 
overlook the turbines, said: ‘I live in 
an area of outstanding beauty which 
will only be spoiled by the turbines.’

of Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Community Council, said: ‘After 
visiting the exhibition at Kilmelford 
Village Hall over the weekend the 
community council has had many of 
its questions answered. But there are 
still a number of issues outstanding. 

‘Many people are still not happy 
with what the developer, RWE 
npower renewables, is proposing.
The exhibition clearly shows the 
turbines will be visible from the main 
road, the A816, and they will be visible 
to much of the surrounding area.

In many ways the developer has been 
open to suggestions and comments 
from the community council, and I 
would encourage everyone to make 
their feelings known to the RWE 
npower renewables.

‘These meetings are pre-planning 
and the community can make their 
comments and representations to the 
developer by September 30.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson said: ‘I 
found the presentation at Kilmelford 
Village Hall very interesting and 
informative. I would encourage 
others to attend the next presentation 
at Seil Village Hall on September 8.’

A  RWE npower renewables 
spokeswoman explained that the 
company has reduced the number 
of turbines for the area from 40 to 
16. She said: ‘The area is relatively 

We have carried out a number of 
ecological studies and the results 
indicate that there are a limited 
number of species. The design of the 

disruption of these habitats during 
the construction of the proposed 
wind farm. Assessments of the 
potential impacts on breeding birds’ 
habitats and displacements show this 
development will have very little 
impact.

‘After submission of the planning 
application, Argyll and Bute Council 
has a 16-week period to consult with 
statutory consultees and during this 
time the public have the opportunity 
to comment formally on the proposal 
to the local authority.’

Report by LOUISE LEE

Kyles reach 
Camanachd 
Cup Final

St Kilda 
day
celebrations

Argyllshire 
Gathering 
success

Arrochar
village is
victorious
THE VILLAGE of Arrochar 
and Tarbet has been crowned 
Scottish Calor Village of 
Year 2009, receiving £9,500 
for community investment.

Astounding the judges 
with its vision for the future, 
the community scooped the 
prestigious title and will go 
on to receive a community 
celebration, hosted by Calor 
Gas Ltd, next month. 

A PUBLIC bar in Oban has 
been refused an extended 
licence to 1am on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

Around 30 objections to the 
submission by O’Donnell’s 
Irish Bar in Breadalbane 

and Bute Licensing Board 
which met last week.

Previously nearby residents 
had complained about anti-
social behaviour in the street 
outside the bar at closing 
time.

Bar fails
in later
hours bid

24-hour
post strike
POSTAL workers in Oban 
will be striking against new 
terms and conditions this 
Saturday.

The 24-hour strike will 
potentially effect deliveries 
between Appin and 
Kilmelford, including Oban 
and the surrounding area. 

Postal worker Roddie 
McCuish said: ‘We are 
striking due to lack of 
consultation over plans to 
modernise the service and 
the possibility of further job 
cuts.’
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NEWSPAPERS on the Isle 
of Mull may soon be winging 
their way to the island a bit 
earlier thanks to the efforts 
of Oban Times distribution 
manager Gary Callicutt.

The national distribution 
group John Menzies is 
preparing to meet with 
industry bosses to review 
the current practice of 
post lunch time deliveries 
of newspapers to island 
villages such as Bunessan 
and Tobermory.

Currently newspapers wait 

taken to the Isle of Mull at 
10am – despite arriving in 
Oban almost three hours 
earlier. 

Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon said: ‘It is good 
news that people are re-
thinking the delivery of 
newspapers on the island. 
We have a pensioner’s bus in 
Tobermory and it goes down 
the town every morning. 
But because the old folks 
can’t buy a paper they have 
to make a special trip in the 
afternoon.

‘We hope that the speeding 
up of the newspapers may 
boost the morning economy 
in the shops throughout 
Mull.’

Morning
deliveries
for Mull 
papers in 
the pipeline

A CLAIM in a national 
daily newspaper that Islay 
will be powered entirely 
by tidal energy in the near 
future has been met with 
bewilderment on the island 
itself.

The London-based 
newspaper claimed that the 

tidal energy project, 
which was announced in 
September 2008, would 

give the eight distilleries 
on the island a ‘much more 
secure electricity supply’.

It also claimed that the 
island receives most of 
its electricity from the 
Hunterston nuclear power 
station and that the project 
would cost £50 million, all 
of which is disputed.

Philip Maxwell of the Islay 
Energy Trust said that the 
article had caused confusion 

on the island, underplayed 
the role of the trust and was 
inaccurate.

Mr Maxwell said: ‘When 
people on Islay read the 
article the responses varied 
from ‘that’s rubbish’ to 
curiosity. I felt that some 
of the points could be 
corrected.’

The trust has entered a 
joint venture with Scottish 
Power to install underwater 

turbines on the seabed 
to generate an amount of 
electricity equivelent to 
the annual demand on the 
island

Mr Maxwell said: ‘I want 
to stress the community 
aspect of the venture. 
This is very important 
for the community which 

service support and new 
career opportunities. The 

the community yet to be 
negotiated with Scottish 
Power.

‘We’re not asking for 
something for nothing, we 
are facilitating the provision 
of services.

‘Diageo is not supplying 
electricity to all of Islay’s 
distilleries. Diageo is simply 
a customer. The £50m cost 

was not quoted by anybody. 
The actual quote by Scottish 
Power was ‘some tens of 
millions of pounds’.

‘Islay gets its electricity 
from the national grid 
which is supplied by many, 
various generators including 
Hunterston. Islay’s 
electricity supply security 
is unlikely to be affected by 
tidal projects, for better or 
worse.’

Tidal energy claim rubbish, say bewildered Islay residents

DISABLED walkers in 
Skye can look forward to 
enjoying the great outdoors 
free from pain after three 
motorised scooters were 
made available to local 
campaigners.

Motorised rambles
The new machines mean 

members of the Skye and 
Lochalsh mobility action 
group ‘The Way Forward’ 
can enjoy motorised rambles 
along scenic paths on the 
island.

Dunvegan lady Lyn 
Lawley, who has just taken 
over as chairwoman of 
SLMAG, told The Oban 
Times many of the 20-
strong membership had to 
take painkillers to take even 
short walks. 

‘We have one lady who 
suffers very badly and she 
is so excited about going 
on the scooter because 
it’s going to get her out 
and about in nature,’ Lyn 

said. ‘We have quite a few 
severely disabled people 
that will use them. We’re 
hoping now that we will get 
some new members – the 
more the merrier.’

Highland Disabled 
Ramblers donated two 
machines, while funding 
from SNH paid for the third. 
The Way Forward members 
took delivery of them at 
a ceremony at the Marble 
Line path near Broadford, 
which was attended by 
SNH and Highland Council 
representatives.

Enjoyed
The group then enjoyed a 

guided walk led by Highland 
Council countryside ranger 
John Phillips along the path 
to mark the event.

Mr Phillips, senior ranger 
for the area, has been 
involved in the project from 
the outset.

He said: ‘Five years ago I 
was involved in establishing 

of all abilities path around 
Broadford.

Excluded
‘It will be good to see 

these and other local paths 
being made use of by people 
who have previously been 
excluded from taking access 
to the wider countryside.’

The Way Forward 
organises and shares 
transport by minibus and 
car to and from fortnightly 
meetings on Thursdays 
from noon to 3pm, at the 
ARMS centre in Portree. 
The get-togethers provide 
companionship, talks and 
activities, and help solve 
any problems which prevent 
members pursuing interests. 
Recent activities include 
socialising, travelling, arts 
and crafts, music, books, 

outings. Further information 
from Lyn Lawley on 01470 
521243.

Disabled group get mobile

The Way Forward members including, left to right, Nicola Rust, Pauline Smith and 
Nora Warby on the new scooters get ready for a ramble on the Marble line path 

Lochalsh Donald Kennedy, John Phillips, and members of the Highland Disabled 
Ramblers group

TWO members of Islay’s lifeboat crew who 
died while searching for a trawler are among 
hundreds of names to be commemorated 
on a new memorial being unveiled today 
(Thursday).

Flags at Royal National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) stations around the country will be 
lowered and a minute’s silence at 12.20pm 
as HRH the Duke of Kent, president of the 
RNLI, unveils the sculpture in memory of 
778 people from around the UK who have 
died while trying to save lives at sea.

Second coxswain Alexander MacNeill, 
who was 38, from Port Weymss and 29-year-
old assistant mechanic John MacTaggart, 
Caol Ila, died 56 years ago in the engine 
room of the Charlotte Elizabeth, while it 
was searching for the Fleetwood trawler 

 in gale force conditions 

and treacherous seas.
It was January 31 1953 and weather 

conditions were described at the time as 
‘the worst so far in the 20th century’.

The  eventually sank south 
of Barra head with the loss of all 13 crew 
members.

Among the other names on the memorial 
will be J MacNeill from Barra, who died 
in 1942 and Mallaig lifeboat crew member 
Patrick Morrison who suffered a heart attack 
three minutes after the all-weather lifeboat 
had launched on service on October 5. The 
lifeboat returned to shore and he was taken 
to hospital but he sadly died on October 9.

The memorial, a sculpture designed by 
Sam Holland, is being unveiled at RNLI 
headquarters in Poole, Dorset, facing the 
RNLI’s lifeboat college and training centre.

Island lifeboat crew members commemorated

A GENEROUS donation to 
Tiree’s historical centre, An 
Iodhlann, is about to make 
searching for ancestors from 
the island a whole lot easier.

For the last three years 
Duncan Grant, helped by 
Catriona MacLeod, Janet 
Bowler, Steve Thomson and 
Colin Woodcock, has been 
recording all 1,500 marriages 
on the island’s Old Parish 
Registers, which date from 
1815 to 1854.

A group from Canada, 
America and Scotland, most 
with deep connections to the 
island, have raised money to 
pay for the material to be put 
on the centre’s website.

The funds were collected 
in memory of Gene 
MacKinnon, from Guelph, 
Ontario, who died last year.

Gene’s husband is Professor 
Archie MacKinnon, a man 
of proud Tiree ancestry.

Dr John Holliday, chairman 
of An Iodhlann, said: ‘We are 
delighted that this material 
will now be available to 
people researching their 
Tiree connections, wherever 
they are in the world.

‘We are extremely grateful 
to the ‘Friends of Tyree Genie-
ology’ who have collected 
this money, and in particular 
Louise MacDougall, who 
co-ordinated the project 
with Flo Straker, Barbara 
Humphrey, Catriona Smyth 
and Michael Andreishyn.’

Duncan Grant, seated, 
and Dr John Holliday 

receiving the cheque from 

Tiree’s history 
gains funding

OBAN LIFEBOAT crew became 

Caribbean bound yacht turned 
into a full-scale evacuation.

The Bold Explorer, a 42-ft 
yacht with four people aboard, 
was in the Sound of Luing 

vessel’s engine room rendered 
it disabled. 

Deputy coxswain Alasdair 
Maclean was put aboard the 
vessel to assist in establishing a 
tow to Craobh Haven marina.

The yacht had been bound for 
the North West Passage via the 
Azores and the Caribbean but 
lifeboat crew said that she was 
‘likely to be out of service for 
some time’.

PLANNING TO START 
YOUR OWN BUSINESS?
Join our FREE two day workshop to help develop 
your ideas into a practical and effective plan to 
launch your business
Key elements covered include:
• Getting the marketing right for your business
• Developing a realistic, working business plan
• Deciding what finance you need and learn how to use  
 financial information
• Introducing information technology to your business
Wednesday 23 and Thursday 24 September 2009 
from 9.30am to 4.30pm at Corran Halls, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban
To book a place call 01546 605459 or 
email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

LOCHAWE RESCUE BOAT FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

HELP US MAKE OUR LOCHS AND RIVERS A SAFER PLACE
Your donation, no matter how small, could make all the difference

Donations can be made by sending cheques or postal orders made payable to: 
Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, OBAN PA34 4HB

or make a donation at your local bank to account number 06015151 sort code 80-17-99

AN ELDERLY couple saw the worst and best 
of Fort William in High Street on Sunday. 

An 84-year-old man and his 81-year-old 
wife were walking along the pedestrianised 
thoroughfare when a man is alleged to have 
ran up and grabbed the lady’s handbag before 
running off.

A local athlete among the passers-by heard 
the commotion and, according to eyewitnesses, 
took off ‘like a whippet’ after the man and 
caught him within yards before restraining him 
until police arrived.

Inspector Douglas Allan described the alleged 
theft as ‘a despicable act’, which happened 
around 12.45pm, and praised the local hero’s 
actions.

He said: ‘It was a member of the public who 
assisted and I think he received a round of 
applause from the public for his actions,’ he told 
The Oban Times.

A 46-year-old man appeared in private at Fort 
William Sheriff Court on Monday in connection 
with an incident on the town’s High Street and 
was remanded in custody.

MALLAIG Lifeboat Gala 
Day received a special 
‘seal’ of approval from 
an unexpected visitor on 
Saturday.

To the delight of the crowd 
lining the harbourside, 
curiosity got the better of 
a common seal during the 
Mallaig Lifeboat rescue 
exercise, traditionally the 
highlight of the day. 

The animal swam to within 
two yards of the crew as they 
winched ‘casualty’ crew 
member Willie MacDonald 
from the dinghy onto the 
boat, and kept a close eye on 
proceedings for a minute or 
two while posing happily for 
photographs.

Suddenly, he was gone 
as quickly as he appeared, 
leaving spectators to 
speculate as to his identity.

Some locals thought he 
could be ‘Nelson’, who is 
well known round Mallaig 
Harbour and so called 
because he only has one 
eye.

See page 3 for more 
on Mallaig Lifeboat Gala 

AN ISLE of Skye trust is 
looking to bring a mothballed 
school back into use as a 
heritage exhibition centre.

The Glendale Trust is asking 
Highland Council to consider 
its plan for Borrodale School to 
contain a permanent exhibition 
on Glendale’s rich history.

The move comes after the 

trust staged a successful two-
week historical display on 
Glendale life in a portable 
cabin next to the school.

The trust is developing a 
business plan as a basis for 
attracting funding. Trust 
chairman Ian Blackford said: 
‘The trust would suggest that 
this would be good use of this 

facility that would result in the 
premises continuing to serve 
a broad-based educational 
purpose and of course creating 
good use of what is currently 
an empty building.’ 

The school has been out of 
use since October 2007.

See Glendale success, page 

10_f36gala05

Mallaig Lifeboat Gala Day gets ‘seal’ of approval

Applause as bag snatch suspect 
grabbed by passing local hero

Bid to transform old Skye school

Fishermen
demand new 
group leader 

DEVELOPERS are deliberately tailoring housing 
applications to avoid including any affordable homes 
in their plans, it is being claimed. 

Council leader Michael Foxley and Caol and 
Mallaig councillor Bill Clark told a Lochaber joint 
ward forum meeting in Fort William some desirable 
rural parts of Lochaber were becoming ‘no-go’ areas 
for affordable houses - and demanded a rule change.

Currently housing developments must include one 
‘affordable’ home for every four built, but plans for 
two or three luxury homes at a time are regularly 
being submitted to avoid the rule requiring them to 
build a cheaper house, the meeting heard. ‘I am going 
to propose we should reduce the affordable homes 
rule to one in three,’ Councillor Foxley said.

Councillor Clark criticised developers who changed 
their plans to avoid the rule. ‘If people have an 
application in for four houses, they should stick to 
it,’ he said. ‘The only people that can afford these 
massive houses are people coming into the area with 
bags of money.’

Councillors demand change 
on affordable homes rule

CALLS have been made 
for Lochaber Provost Allan 
Henderson to be debarred 
from his post as chairman 
of the newly constituted 
Small Isles and Mull Inshore 
Fisheries Group, The Oban 
Times can reveal.

representative on the 
SIMIFG, Neil Robertson has 
written to the IFG’s national 
co-ordinator Bill Ellis of 
Marine Scotland asking that 
Councillor Henderson be 

the post.
The letter was tendered after 

a ‘completely unsolicited, 
widespread, disbelieving 
and in many cases quite 
angry response from the 

chair appointee’s perceived 
direct links with the Mallaig 

Robertson said.
At a fraught meeting of the 

group’s executive committee 
in the Ramada Hotel, 
Inverness, last Thursday, 
Mr Robertson, of Duisdale, 
Sleat, again questioned the 
appointment. Councillor 
Henderson demanded a vote 

SIMIFG, set up in March 

to southwest Mull, is one of 
12 being established through 
the Scottish government 
to give everyone earning a 
living from the sea a voice 

working alone or with one or 
two of a crew, make up the 

EXCLUSIVE
By STEPHEN NORRIS

and have become deeply 
suspicious of authority after 
years of exclusion.

Mr Robertson stressed to 
The Oban Times he does 
not question Councillor 
Henderson’s integrity or 
abilities, but believes the 
appointment contradicts 
previous assurances given 

whose participation in the 
new group has been hard 
won.

Minutes from the executive 
committee’s inaugural 
meeting in March, he says, 
state ‘it was agreed that 
the clear and transparent 
independence of the chair 

in the area was particularly 
important to ensure faith in 
the IFG’.

Advantage
Mr Robertson told Mr Ellis 

in his letter: ‘In proceeding 
with this appointment we 
run the unacceptable risk of 
being perceived to unfairly 
advantage the constituents 

and business interests of 
Highland Council Ward 12 
(Caol and Mallaig).

‘Were the appointee to be 
a serving councillor whose 
ward accommodated the 
entire IFG area, or indeed 
served a community entirely 
outwith the IFG boundary, 
there could be no possible 

on this principal. However, 
that is not the case.’

Councillor Henderson, 
Mr Robertson states, as a 
member of the Knoydart 
Foundation, Isle of Rum 
Trust and Eigg Trust, has 

a ‘declared interest’ in 
associations whose clearly 
stated objectives ‘may bring 

the shared opinions of the 

- and consequently risks a 

interest’.
Councillor Henderson’s 

membership of a Mallaig 
Harbour Authority ‘looking 
to promote preferred sites 
for inward investment 
within its geographical area 
of responsibility’ could also 
prove problematic, says Mr 
Robertson.

‘Honourable men with the 
best of intentions - wrong 
decision,’ he told The Oban 
Times.

Councillor Henderson, said 
he gave Mr Robertson time 
to make his case, which was 
‘soundly defeated’ at the 
meeting in a vote supporting 
him as chairman.

He said: ‘I was able to 
respond that as one of 80 
councillors serving the 
Highlands all my positions 
on various boards and trusts 
were Highland Council 
appointments.

‘This also includes Skye, 
and if I had not been in 
Inverness that day I would 
have been representing the 
council at the Fisheries 
Harbour Management Board 
in Raasay. 

‘I consider it was my 

without connections, that got 
me the post which is to pull 
together the diverse strands 

without imposing my views 

forward to working with 

value their opinion.’

LOCHABER provost Allan Henderson will welcome 
600 runners to the Ben Nevis Race at Claggan Park 
on Saturday, which starts at 1pm. 

600 runners for Nevis race
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Man who tried to headbutt police officer is fined £540Three
assaults
leave victim
with scars

Ready
to quit

MPH halts
MSPAN UNEMPLOYED Benderloch 

disorderly conduct.
year.

Complaints

that police had attended at the site 

accused.
Struggle

He attempted to headbutt one 

involved the situation escalated. 

and he reacted badly to police. He 

A MAN ended up with 

heard on Monday. 

inch cut which needed ten 
stitches.

on the complainer that day 
and resulted in a scar to the 

believed the man had hit 

the accused ‘has remained 

assaults in the town over the 
past year. 

Monday that he assaulted 

He also admitted that on 

a man on the head while he 
was on bail.

Sentence on Avni was 

remanded in custody until 

reports.

Man jailed

partner

The
Oban Time

Lochearnhead where the 

zone. His other points came 
over the last three years 

it also means I will have to 

He conceded that he would 

to lose my licence and I will 

A MAN remanded in custody 

Monday. 

his partner on the head at her 

this year. 
The court heard he returned 

despite a bail condition 

breached a probation order 

‘now accepts the relationship 

sentenced the 33 year old to 

The
Oban Times

the project on the same terms 
and conditions as the Pass It 
On company.

Since it was launched a 

scheme. Anyone interested 

noon every Monday and 

Wednesday. 

scheme is

cars in the town.

Anyone who may have 

touch with Oban police on 

Two cars
vandalised

public. 15_t36sense01

IT has been seven years in 

public to use and enjoy.

committee members 

disabilities – supporters and 

ceremony. the land was donated by 

was raised to build the 

very worthwhile project 

be at.

journey the individuals and 

committee members have 

Robertson said it was 

REFORMS to the system 

across Scotland. 

proposals and others were 

the inevitable. The intention 
is to consult more widely 

Under the Scottish 

train and support members 
would be replaced with a 

Tribunal.
Fear

their communities. Last 

Mr White added that 

‘The upshot will be the 

 Mr White added his 
concerns were shared 

members would be disastrous 

area.

panels need new blood but 

Argyll
volunteers’ 
alarm at 
plans to 
reform
children’s
hearings

Report by
CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

Driver escapes injury

A chip pan lying on the 

Fire accident investigators at the scene. 

to the incident on Airds 

arrived at the scene the 
two occupants were on the 
street. A burnt out chip pan 
was on the street outside 
The Pound Store.

Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 

arrived at the scene the 

a report in due course.

the meantime people should 

sure that the batteries are 

WHALES in the inner Hebrides have 

The Whale and Dolphin 

Hebridean Whale and Dolphin 

volunteers to join their research team 

Morven Summers said: ‘We want 

For more details contact Morven 

Roads message driven home to minister

with the Scottish roads 

to users.
MSP Stewart Stevenson 

was in Oban to discuss the 

users. And he heard petitions 

roads.

users.
‘The minister must deliver 

‘It was not possible to raise 

MacIntyre hoped that the 

issues on. He said: ‘The 

Feelings

community was superb. It is 

needed but the minister 

more money would be made 
available by the Scottish 

the projects.
‘It is important that 
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Heading
in the right
direction

Mechanic
told police

was on
‘hitlist’

had pool
ball in sock

on the map

The team has ideas of its 

how it can help to take the 

The senior pupil leadership team: Lynsey Burgar, Angus Scott, Charlie Harris and 
Lisa MacKenzie. 15_t36team02

New sixth-year team aims to make a positive mark on Oban High

By MARIAN MILLER

and engage them in high 

Lisa added: ‘People listen 

by engaging with the staff 

‘The whole school council will 
have a bigger say and act as 
the school’s voice. The head 
and deputy boys and girls are 
a key element of that’

– head teacher Peter Bain

two on the hitlist’ has been 

the police to anticipate his 

admitted to police he had 
a pool ball in a sock in 

possession of the weapon on 

possibly in possession of an 

accepted that he had had the 

Placing MacLellan on 

Taynuilt Flower Show prizewinners show off their cups. 

And it was one of the best 

North Connel and District 
Horticultural Show results 

he was connected with 

in the local Mods and also Pictured with the families who donated the three new Mod trophies are Janet
 MacDonald, chairwoman of the Oban Mod standing committee and An Commun 

director Robin Banks. 07_t36mod01

who spotted MacColl’s 

the offences on the high 
end of the scale: ‘This is a 

man banned 

sailing map with the opening 

comes at a time when sailing 

with licensees to help them 

well placed to take on the 

welcomed the appointment 

Licensing

appointed

o
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BALLET West has been 
praised by comedian Billy 
Connolly for the launch of 
a new classical ballet and 
dance performance degree. 

Ballet West, based in 
Taynuilt, have developed the 
bachelor of arts programme 
in collaboration with the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands (UHI). 

Connolly became involved 
with Ballet West after 
they choreographed dance 

Brown, in which he starred.  

Queen Victoria’s later years 
at Balmoral Castle, near 
Braemar in Aberdeenshire. 
Connolly said: ‘Ballet 
West and UHI have done a 
fabulous job on this degree. 

‘This is a great opportunity 
for young dancers to stay 
in Scotland and study, and 
it will be wonderful to see 
students from all over the 
UK and overseas coming to 
the Highlands and Islands to 
dance.’

The three-year course starts 
in September. 

Connolly
praises
Ballet West

A DUNSTAFFNAGE  
scientist has been appointed 
to a government committee 
which will set the direction 
for UK publicly funded 
marine science in the future.

Director of the Scottish 

been appointed to newly 

Science Co-ordination 

high-level committee to help 
guide marine science in the 

is an important opportunity 
for marine science to show 
its worth and to contribute 
to a sustainable marine 
economy. I am very pleased 
to join the committee and am 
grateful for the committee’s 
trust.’

director
appointed
to marine 
committee

SAMS director Professor 
Laurence Mee

man who was found by 
police drunk and shouting 
indiscriminately outside the 
town’s tourist information 

and a half months.

last week that Alexander 
Barr, whose address was 
given in court as Solas, 

urinated on himself while 
sitting on a bench outside the 
tourist centre, on July 29 this 
year. Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said that Barr, aged 
47, was ‘insensible’ with 

drink at the time of the 
offence.

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘Not a very good advert for 

that in front of the tourist 

As Barr had been in custody 
since committing the offence 
his sentence was backdated 
to July 29.

Two and a half months in jail for man who was a bad advert for Oban

raising more than £700 for local charities in the process. 
House and Home introduced a 10p charge for carrier 

bags when Alexander Kilmurray, the son of a staff 
member, wrote a letter saying he was worried about 
the impact of stray bags on birds and sea creatures. 

Shop owner Gwyneth Neal said: ‘He was eight at 
the time, I think, and on Park School’s eco committee. 
He sent a note down to say we should not be giving 
out carrier bags.’ 

Alexander said he wanted to make sure there would 
still be wildlife when he grew up. 

‘We didn’t want to take the money for ourselves, so 
we decided we would give it to local charities,’ added 

money collected. Past charities to receieve a boost as 
a result include Argyll Beats Cardiovascular Disease, 

‘It has cut the use of plastic down enormously,’ she 

minority the people that disapprove.’ 

consider following their lead: ‘It can do such a great 
deal of good for the planet and for all the groups 
around the town that need support.’

traveller on the ferries out 

about what he says is a 
lack of short-stay disabled 
parking bays at Caledonian 

Peter White of Sunderland, 
who regularly drives to 
the Westerns Isles in the 
summer from his home, has 
osteoarthritis.

any distance and was using 
the disabled bays in the car 
park adjacent to the terminal 
to pick up his booked tickets 
before joining the queue in 
the loading lanes.

But because of the terrorist 
attack at Glasgow Airport 
in 2007, the car park has 
become a secure zone and a 
barrier erected.

had rung up previously and 
been told there was disabled 
parking but when he got to 

not access the parking but 
could leave his car in an 
area outside the barrier.

‘At the time there was a 
wee bit of resistance by the 
shore based crew as to what 
to do with me,’ he said.

return and was informed that 
while there was no obligation 
to provide disabled spaces 
near the building, the area 
just outside the car park 
was within 50 metres of the 

car park next door had 
designated disabled spaces.

‘They have had time to 
make the car park a secure 
area and have had time to 
put in a barrier but have not 
had time to put in a couple 
of white lines for parking 
bays outside the current car 

fantastic with disabled 
people and as a company 
are one of the best for health 
and safety.’

said: ‘We are fully aware 

have assured him that the 
next time he is travelling 
with us he should speak to a 
member of staff and he will 
be allowed to park as close 
to the terminal as possible in 
order to collect his tickets. 

‘New security measures 
introduced since the 
Glasgow Airport attack 
mean that it is not possible to 
allow unauthorised vehicles 
close to the terminal, but 
we believe that the special 
arrangements we have made 

the proximity he requires. 
‘We are happy to do what 
we can to assist customers 
with reduced mobility and 
other impairments, but we 
also have to take account 
of other factors, such as 
increased security, which 

travellers and staff, and this 
may mean we cannot do as 
much as we would like.’

Concern
over 
disabled
parking at 
Oban ferry 
terminal
New security 
measures restrict 
vehicle access

Pagan, is asking people to make a will in this 
month.

During the month, solicitors around Scotland 
waive their fee and instead ask for a donation 
that will go towards relief and development 
overseas.

Charities
Five Scottish-based charities, including the 

Care, which has charity shops in Argyll, that 
specialise in development work in the world’s 

than 20 years ago and since then around £7 
million has been raised for charities involved.

Solicitors, said: ‘I am very glad to add my 

part in the scheme. 
‘Everyone – no matter who – should make 

a will and I would urge anyone who has not 

month.
‘Furthermore, even if you have made a will, 

this would be an ideal time to check whether 
it should be updated and, if so, those people 

Scotland.’

Scotland on 01631 563737 or graeme@
willreliefscotland.co.uk.

will have greater access to advice and 
grants through a series of new drop-
in centres – but people in two of the 
county’s larger towns have not been 
included.

ALIenergy, has been granted £270,000 
from the Scottish government’s 
Climate Challenge Fund to open the 
centres, which will be incorporated 
within existing service points, such as 
Citizens’ Advice Bureaus.

The project is another step by 
ALIenergy to reduce carbon emissions 
in Argyll by 12,000 tonnes by 2011.

and Bute and the mainland communities 
of Dunoon, Lochgilphead, Cairndow 

Campbeltown are not.
ALIenergy development and support 

to open more information points in 
due course but the seven communities 

most support from.
‘From these information points we 

can offer free information on energy 

technologies, and sources of grant 
funding available to householders, 
communities and businesses.

‘We recognised that communities 
want more of a say in how they save 
energy and want the chance to speak 
to someone face to face.’ 

All seven energy advice points 
will be opening during summer and 
autumn this year and each venue will 
be holding a special launch event.

Bute Advice Centre stand at the 

the next is at the Campbell’s Paint 
and Hardware shop in Dunoon on 
September 5. 

The Islay opening is taking place 

Whin Park Bridgend, Islay on 
September 12 and the Lochgilphead 
open day is at the Citizens Advice 
Bureau on September 29. 

Climate Challenge Fund 

and Bute energy centres
Oban and Campbeltown not included

young Highland students 
has created a prestigious 
new scholarship and a 
Lochgilphead school leaver is 

Jade Peace was head girl at 
Lochgilphead High and after 
impressive Higher results last 
year, she scored a further three 
Advanced Highers at band one 
earlier this month. She will be 

Jade said: ‘It was really 
simple to apply. They told 

me I was shortlisted, then the 
man came to the house for an 
interview. We had a chat and 
at the end of it he said it was 
mine.’

Jade, who hopes to be a 
research scientist, will receive 
a grant each year of her four-
year natural science course at 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 
After visiting the historic 
university city, she cannot 
wait to start her course.

 ‘It’s a really interesting 
course. I’m really looking 
forward to meeting all the 
new people and continuing 

my education,’ she added. 
The new award is a 

partnership between the James 

established in 1893 to help 
the education of ‘deserving 
Highland lads.’ Nowadays, 

and more than 50 students 

year, including school leavers 
from Campbeltown, Dunoon, 
Kinlochleven, Lochaber, 

Portree, Tarbert, Liniclate and 
Tobermory. 

Jade is looking forward to starting her studies at Cambridge in October. 06_a36jad01

Trust boosts Argyll pupil’s chances

Five children started primary one at Oban’s St 
Columba’s Primary School this year. Already 
they are right at home in the reading corner. 

15_t35col02

Lorn Lines

To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000

IT HAS been a summer of hectic activity for Oban 
Gaelic Choir,  Coisir Ghaidhlig an Obain.

The choir has been involved with various 
Homecoming events including the wonderful 
Service at St John’s Church, Ballachulish 

and ceilidh for Clan MacDougall and part of 
the celebrations on Lismore to welcome home 
Liosachs from around the globe.

Music and Gaelic workshops have helped to 
extend understanding and competence and a hard-
working and energetic committee is continuing to 

in Gaeldom.
The choir has entertained visitors throughout the 

summer, from cruises on the Waverley, to singing 
in a local hotel and is in increasing demand to sing 
at events throughout Argyll.

A spokeswoman for Oban Gaelic Choir said: 
'Success at provincial Mods in Oban and Aberfeldy 
has given the choir a boost in preparation for the 
Royal National Mod in October.

'Oban is the only choir left in the West Highlands 
competing in the premier choirs’ competitions 
and is committed to ‘doing the town proud in the 
prestigious Lovat and Tullibardine Trophy.'

Staff at House and Home are encouraging shoppers 
to bring their own bags and making a collection for 
charity when they give one out. Pictured from left to 
right, are Lauren Lind, Michelle Marlow, Gwyneth 

Neal and Cherise MacPhee. 07_t36bag01

Looking to let your holiday home?
Look no further...
Owners that advertise with us:

• Reach 8 million potential holidaymakers every year
• Generate regular income year round thanks to our integrated

marketing campaigns 
• Receive full support and advice from our Regional Managers

Interested? Then request your
FREE Welcome Owners
Information Pack today by calling 
0845 268 0558 or visiting 
www.letmycottage.com

One in four households in Scotland 
could get a hand with their energy costs
If you fi nd it hard to pay for the energy you use, here’s some good news. 
The Energy Assistance Package from the Scottish Government could be just the 
thing you need. You could save money on gas and electricity, get insulation for 
your home – or even a whole new heating system. We’re talking about real 
help to bring down the cost of the energy you use. Pass the news on to your 
friends and neighbours who might need a hand too. 

Find out more about the Energy Assistance Package. 
Call the free advice line and speak to your local advisor

0800 512 012*

*  Please note that calls to this number are free from a land line but calls from a mobile will be charged at your network 
supplier’s rate. You can call us Monday to Friday between 9am and 5pm.
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PUPILS at an Oban primary school have 
helped design a new badge for the school 
uniform.

The new logo, unveiled at the start of term, 
features a Celtic cross and the school’s name 
and will be gradually phased in on uniforms.
The school ran a competition for pupils 
and their parents to contribute ideas. The 

school’s parent council, pupil council and 
the church were also involved in developing 
the new design.

The lucky winner of a £20 shopping 
voucher for his idea was Jamie Anderson of 
primary four. To help the school celebrate, 
parent Marie Cooke baked a cake and iced it 
with the new logo.

Pupils at St Columba’s primary show off their new school badge. 15_t35col04

New badge for Oban primary school

TIR A’ Mhurain, the South 
Uist Gaelic medium fèis, 
recently took place in 
Iochdar school, with plenty 
to celebrate.

In its 20th anniversary year, 
the fèis saw record numbers 
of youngsters participating. 
A total of 116 students, 
aged 5 to 17 years, enjoyed 

clarsach, guitar, drumming, 
singing, drama, art, games, 
story-telling, media skills, tin 
whistle, keyboard, dancing 
and shinty, which was the 
biggest class this year. 

Fèis week started with 
the ‘Stoneybridge Stroll’, a 
3.4 mile run/walk with 75 
participants celebrating the 
20th anniversary. TePooka 
entertained the crowd with 

display.
Students attended the fèis 

from throughout the islands, 
with 23 participants coming 
from mainland Scotland 
and one from as far away 
as Seattle. Twenty tutors 
attended, including six from 
the mainland.

Free buses were laid on 
to bring children in from 
Claddach Carinish in the 
north to Eriskay in the 
south.

The theme this year was 
‘Homecoming’, with children 
learning tunes, songs and 
dances to commemorate the 
historic event.

Tir A’Mhurain represents a 
year of intense work for the 
six core volunteer members 
of the fèis committee, led 

by chairwoman Isabell 
MacInnes of Stoneybridge.

successful way of keeping 
the culture alive. It gives 
children the opportunity to 
speak and practice Gaelic in 
a way they can’t at school 
where there are non-Gaelic 
speakers. It also gives them 
the chance to meet children 
from other schools.

‘We’ve also been running 
evening classes throughout 
the year which keeps the 
interest going.’

She added the fèis 
committee hopes to raise 
money to buy clarsachs, 

sticks.
Tommy MacDonald, who 

has been involved in the 
South Uist fèis since its 
inception, said the last 20 
years represented a great 
success.

He said: ‘I have never 
seen numbers at the fèis like 
this year. People plan their 
holidays round it, and come 
home for it. 

‘One of the things we have 
been determined to do is to 
keep the older age group 
coming with activities like 
shinty and media skills 
geared for them, so they 
don’t drop off once they 
leave primary.’

The tutors’ concert in 
Southend Community Hall 
and the closing Ceilidh 
na Cloinne featuring the 
talents and new-found skills 
of fèis students provided 
memorable highlights.

Record numbers 
take part in
South Uist fèis

The chanter class at Tir A Mhurain.

Two young clarsach players concentrate on hitting all 
the right notes.

The shinty class was popular at Tir A’ Mhurain.

Water pipes
THE IMPROVEMENTS to 
local fresh drinking water 
pipes are appreciated.

Show
BRIGHT and sunny weather 
greeted Scalpay residents 
who travelled to Leverburgh 
for the annual agricultural 
show.

The show also attracted a 
number of tourists.

Fishing
ALTHOUGH prawns aren’t 
plentiful at the moment, 
there was a market day for 

Herring is scarce in the 
Minch sea areas, especially 
in home waters.

Yet herring is available 

and mackerel appears to be 
plentiful in the north area of 
the Minch.

There is no clam dredging 
locally after the only vessel 
suitable for such work was 

so scarce.

Castle sold
DUNCRAIG Castle has 
been sold to Duncan Gass 
who owns the Delta Force 

Plockton
weather
DURING July there was 
four and a quarter inches of 
rain in Plockton. 

The hottest day was 25.5°C 
and coldest was 8°C.

Folk band
ONE OF Scotland’s most 
popular folk bands, North 
Sea Gas, performed in 
Plockton Hall on August 13 
and delighted everyone who 
attended.

Special
Olympics
ANNAN Dryburgh of 
Plockton recently took part in 
several events at the Special 
Olympics in Leicester.

Ceilidh cruise
ANGUS Sutherland, 
Broadford, organised a 
ceilidh cruise on Calum 
Mackenzie's seal trip boat 
Sula Mhor on August 12 in 
aid of Crossroads Care in 
Skye and Lochalsh.

More than £600 was 
raised.

Lunch
PLOCKTON and Kyle
Church of Scotland held a 
fund-raising lunch in Kyle
Church Hall on August 
8 and raised £1,307 for 
congregational funds.

The church needs to send 

Graham Sharp with the Plockton Trophy and two other 
trophies, having set a new record winning all four races 

in the Rona and his son Cameron who won the Boy’s 
Cup in the Delight.

Kyle of 
Lochalsh
Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

£26,100 to Edinburgh this 
year to meet the costs of 
ministry and mission. In 
2002 it was £12,000.

Houses
WORK is progressing well 
on 24 houses being built at 
Burnside, Plockton. 

They will be ready next 
year.  

Toilets closed
THE FLAT roof of the 
gents toilets at Plockton has 
resulted in the ceiling inside 

collapsing.  The toilets run by 
Highland Council have now 
been closed and Plockton 
Hall will provide them until 
the end of October.  

It is hoped they will be 

year.

Hall celebrates
PLOCKTON Hall celebrated 
its 75th birthday on 
Monday.

It was opened on August 
31 1934.

Exhibition
SIAN Armstrong from Skye 
is holding an exhibition of 
her paintings in Plockton 
Hall until September 12.

Sailing club 
meeting
THE ANNUAL General 
Meeting of Plockton Small 
Boat Sailing Club was 
held on Monday August 10 
in Plockton Hall with 21 
members attending.

bearers were elected:
Commodore, Alaisdair 
H MacKenzie. Alaisdair 
is the area solicitor for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber. 
Vice Commodore Bob 
Rowe; racing and sailing 
secretary Maggie Byrne; 
secretary Sandra Byrne; 
treasurer Douglas Hamilton; 
timekeeper Linda Hay; 
social convener Claire 
MacDonald.

A committee of 14 members 
was also elected.

Johnda Byrne, Charlie 
M MacRae and John 
Leiper stood down and 
were replaced by younger 
members.

The club has 113 paid up 
members and the treasurer 
reported a healthy balance 
despite expenditure of 
£9,258.51. Seven sub-
committees were elected.

The club is to hold a special 
meeting in September to 
discuss the implications of 
the recent capsizes when 
around 30 people were 
rescued from the water, by 
far the club’s worst evening 
in its 76-year history. 

Dr Jim Baird
THE CLUB was sorry to 
hear of the death of Dr Jim 
Baird at the age of 83.

Jim was a Rear Commodore 
of the club and Commodore 
in 1970. In 1965, along 
with his wife Morag, they 
presented the Ulluva Cup 
to the club for centreboard 
races.

Visitors cup
THE FIRST race for the 
visitors cup for local boats 
was held on Saturday 

1 Douglas Hamilton, Ajax; 2 
Michael Hay, Nan; 3 Colin 
McAndrew, Sirius.

In the second St Kilda Cup 
race, two boats entered - for 
centreboards: 1 Ian Yaylor, 
Bata Gorm; 2 Eric Webster, 
Shibumie.

Plockton Annual 
Regatta Fortnight

Successful family: Janie and David Hay with their three 
trophies and David’s father Ian with his two trophies. 

Missing is Michael with his trophy.

Suzie and Alan Burrell with the Starminx Starters Cup 
he won in the Taeping.They come over every year from 

the Philipines for the regatta.

Youngsters at Dunstaffnage’s Little Learners wrapped up warm, put on their wellies and did not let the rain put 
them off their sponsored toddle to raise funds for the nursery. Parents, staff and children wore their pyjamas 

– but beneath head-to-toe waterproofs in many cases. The group walked from the nursery to Dunstaffnage Castle, 
splashing in the puddles along the way. Their efforts have raised £400 so far. 15_t36tod01

Toddlers brave rain for sponsored walk

Scalpay
Your correspondent 
is D Morrison:
01859 540217

has been too much dredging, 
which has affected the 
seabeds.

however light supplies are. 

Population
THE ISLAND population 
has dropped over the past 
few years.

Of course, incomers take 
over many empty houses 
but the number of original 
families that once occupied 
homes is dwindling.

The number of school 
entrants over the past year 
was lower.

and curing process was in 
progress, tweed weaving 
was at its zenith and crofting 
was in bloom, there was 
more work for people on the 
island.

Driven
IT IS seldom a car isn’t on 
the main road from Harris 
to Stornoway, including cars 
that have crossed the bridge 
from Scalpay.

How long would that 
journey have taken a horse 
and cart with a load of beer 
barrels for one of the hotels?

Likely it took them two 
days, staying in a house for a 
night, as they were covering 
a distance of nearly 40 
miles.

Tourists
THE INFLUX of tourists 
is at its peak, not just on 
Scalpay but the Western 
Isles as a whole.

No doubt, this healthy 
tourist trade will help give 
rise to the local economy.

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215 

Children’s
Book Festival
ON FRIDAY September 4, 
schools on Islay and Jura will 
bring their children to the 
Islay Book Festival so that 
they can all learn the special, 
enriching experiences of 
reading.

Buses will bring schools 
together for an exciting 
day of learning through 
activities.

At the Islay Book Festival 
in Port Ellen Primary School 
on Saturday September 5 the 
childrens’ authors will hold 
workshops as a follow-up to 
their Friday sessions. 

All children are welcome 
and the events are free. More 
details are available from the 
schools or from Roy’s Celtic 
House shop.

2009 Islay 
Book Festival 
line-up
THIS year’s Book Festival 
takes place on September 5 
and 6 at Port Ellen Primary 
School.

Lord George Robertson of 
Port Ellen is well known on 
Islay, but how many of us 
have heard him talk about his 
early days in the local police 
station and how he ended up 
in the White House? 

At this year’s Islay Book 
Festival he’ll tell everyone 
how it was, and about his 
abiding love for Islay as 
illustrated by his book of 
photographs.

This year politics are 
included at the Book 

Hamish Macdonell, Political 

Editor of the ‘Scotsman’, 
is in the unique position 
of having reported on the 
Scottish Parliament since its 
inception 10 years ago. 

For anyone who has 
ever wondered about 
politicians and what goes 
on at Holyrood, this is their 
chance to ask someone who 
really knows.

Andrew Nicoll’s ‘The 
Good Mayor’ is an unusual
romance that won the Saltire 

on sale in 14 countries, 
proving a chart-topper in 
Australia.

Why should a book, 
although popular here, be so 
feted in other places? Hear 
what he thinks.

Known as ‘The Whisky 
Bard, Robin Laing is no 
stranger to Islay; his books 
and much of his music 
centre around the famous 
product. His passion for 
whisky-related stories old 
and new, along with his own 
music, will make for a lively 
session.

‘Crime Sunday’ will be 
devoted to three leading 
Scottish authors who 
together form the ‘Femmes 
Fatales’.

Join them on Sunday 
morning, enjoy free coffee 
and cake and hear them talk 
about the darker aspects 
of their work and human 
nature.

In the afternoon, Liz 
Anderson will explain why 

scientists so fascinating. 
Alex Gray, author of well 

known Glasgow-set murder 
mysteries, will explain the 
importance of scene setting 

So whether you love 
historical, procedural or 
forensic crime this will be 
your scene.

The St John’s Church 
catering team will provide 
sustenance throughout the 
day and the ‘Crime Sunday’ 
coffee session is kindly 
sponsored by Pat Roy at 
whose shop full details of the 
festival events are available. 
More details at www.
islaybookfestival.co.uk.

Black Bottle 
Islay Jazz 
Festival
THERE will be a strong 
Scandinavian presence at this 
year’s Islay Jazz Festival, 
with several top musicians 
from Norway and Sweden 
featuring in concerts.

This year’s festival runs 
from September 11 to 13 and 

at venues across the island, 
featuring players and singers 
from the vibrant Scottish 
jazz scene as well as visitors 
from Europe and beyond.

A special event at Finlaggan 
opens the festival with a 
new take on the Scottish 
Year of Homecoming 2009. 
This will showcase music 
especially composed for 
the island festival by some 
Viking descendants and by 
Laura MacDonald, a scion 
of the famous Lords of the 
Isles clan.

Other innovations 
include new venues for 
this year’s concerts and a 
‘Homecoming’ linked event 
in which experts from the 
School of Scandinavian 
Studies in Edinburgh give an 
illustrated talk on the Viking 
place names on Islay.

See www.islayjazzfestival.

locally for full details of all 
jazz festival events.

Thanks
ISLAY and Jura Sheepdog 
Trials Association thank 
everyone who made the 
Bridgend and Jura trials days 
such a great success. 

To competitors and dogs, 
judges, hosts, sponsors, 
spectators and helpers; we 
couldn’t do it without you. 
Thanks again for keeping 
this traditional annual event 
going strong.

Send your community 
news to The Editor,       

PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB, or email        

editor@obantimes.co.uk.
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TWENTY boxers from Kincorth 
ABC, Aberdeen, spent last weekend 
as guests of Lochaber Phoenix
Boxing Club.

Local boxing champion Stephen 
Cameron made his debut on a 
Kincorth bill last year and the two 
clubs have remained close since.

Amost 40 boxers from the 
two clubs trained and sparred 
at a packed gym at Caol Youth 

Centre as part of their pre-season 
programme.

Lochaber Phoenix coach Niall 
Clark said many boxers exchanged 
contact details. The Fort William 
boxers expect at least one more 
pre-season visit from another 
club. Anyone interested in coming 
to the club even to only watch 
should keep an eye on The Oban 
Times for details.

Police files
A CAR parked within the Holm 
Farm Nursing Home car park, 
Holm Farm Road, Portree, Isle 
of Skye, was damaged sometime 
between 8pm on Saturday August 
29 and 8am on Sunday August 30. 

Police at Portree are seeking 
information with regard to this 
incident. If anyone has any 
information call 01478 621888 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

A BOY had his mountain bike 
stolen by a group of four youths at 
Parkan Dubh, Inverlochy, at 6pm 
on Saturday August 29. 

The bike was later recovered on 
the railway tracks at Inverlochy.

DAMAGE was caused to property 
at Nevis Range, Torlundy, and a 
number of picnic table umbrellas 
were stolen sometime between 
7pm on Friday August 28 and 8am 
the next day.

DAMAGE was caused to a wooden 
fence at an address in Corpach 
sometime between August 20 and 
August 26.

 Anyone with information on the 
above incidents is asked to contact 
Fort William police on 01397 
702361 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

MALLAIG Lifeboat Gala Day 2009 
once again proved a tremendous 
community effort, raising more than 
£5,000 for the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution.

A barbecue and sales stalls enjoyed 
a steady trade, while Keith and Alan 
Eddie ran a highly successful wheel of 
fortune throughout the day, treasurer 
Dawn MacPhie said.

Local band Wonderland went down a 

gala day gig. At 2pm, the lifeboat crew 
performed a mock rescue in Mallaig
harbour, but three hours later it was the 
real thing when the boat was scrambled 
to help seven kayakers in trouble in 
Loch Slapin, Sleat.

Deputy launch authority Mo
Mathieson told The Oban Times one 
kayaker had capsized three times 
in rough seas and two kayakers had 

The lifeboat has just turned round 
Sleat Point when the crew was told the 
Coastguard helicopter from Stornoway 
had found the struggling canoeists. Two 
were airlifted to Broadford Hospital 
suffering from hypothermia.

The incident came only days after the 
tragic death of Poolewe father and son 
Mike and Daniel Madders, who had 
been kayaking on Loch Maree.

THREE Lochaber stalwarts showed courage far beyond 
the call of duty as judges for the World Clootie Dumpling 
Championships at Lochaber College UHI last Wednesday 
night.

Head chef and lecturer at Lochaber College Bryan Gunn,
Provost of Lochaber Allan Henderson and Hector ‘Hydro’ 
MacLean sampled 33 offerings from all over Scotland, 
marking each dumpling for appearance, taste and texture.

In a close contest, Invergarry’s Kate Stewart won the 
coveted title, £60 and a bottle of Ben Nevis whisky, by 
a single point from Catherine MacKenzie from Port 
Henderson, Gairloch.

Joint third were Pat Abernethy and Spean Bridge schoolboy 
Jordan Capstick, aged 11.

The freshest made dumpling came from Jane Henderson 

shovel aboard the steam train to Fort William!

curtain down on six weeks of Homecoming events at the 
college.

ORGANISERS of a major Lochaber 
charity event are urging local people 
to participate and boost fund-raising 
efforts.

The 2009 Gallop and Grind on 
Saturday September 26 has already 
attracted hundreds of entries but it faces 
a tough task matching the 2008 event 

when more than 600 people jogged, 
cycled and walked their way to raising 
more than £85,000 for Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, and the Oncology Ward in 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

Invergarry mum Sharon Fraser, who 

last September, sadly died only three 

months later. She had been diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 2006. Gallop and 
Grind 2009 takes place from Lochaber 
Leisure Centre at 2pm. Paper entries for 
the event are available from MacPhee
and Partners, An Aird, Fort William, 
but online registration is preferred. Visit 
www.nofussevents.co.uk for details.

Rotary club 
plans clothes 
swap party 
THE ROTARY Club of 

‘Swishing Party’ for ladies 

reduce unnecessary textile 
waste.

The fund-raisng event will 
be held at the Ben Nevis 
Distillery on Thursday 
September 17 at 7pm.

Ladies are invited to bring 
a minimum of three items for 
exchange - worn or unworn 
and in desirable condition 
- and leave with as many 
exchanged pieces as they 
brought.

Ticket information from 
Mairi at 01397 702169, 
Sheana on 01397 706151, 
www.swishing.org. 

New scheme 
homes
up for sale 
in Lochaber
LOCHABER Housing 
Association is about to 

properties for sale under a 
new scheme to help local 
people access housing.

Five two bedroom 
properties within the new 
private development at 
Glenloch View on Achintore 
Road, Fort William, have 
been purchased by LHA 
for onward sale under the 
Scottish government’s low 

buyers (LIFT).
The shared equity scheme, 

aimed at prospective new 
homeowners, enables people 
to buy between 60 per cent 
and 80 per cent of a property, 
depending on how much 
they can afford, while the 
government pays the rest.

Four more properties 
at LHA’s new £3.5m 
development at Canon 
Gillies Place, Arisaig, will 
also be made available under 
LIFT.

Protecting
the River
Garry
MP FOR Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber Charles Kennedy 
has been given ownership of 
a piece of the River Garry as 
a conservation drive gathers 
momentum.

The Myglengarry.com 
Conservation Trust has 
been set up to conserve and 
preserve a three-and-a-half 
mile stretch of the River
Garry and its banks.

A DIVER told a sheriff he had driven a car while two-and 
a-half-times over the legal alcohol limit because he was in 
fear for his own safety.

Benjamin Daniel Maritz, aged 38, of 83 Bothwell Road,
Aberdeen, admitted at Fort William Sheriff Court driving 
with 73mcg of alcohol in 100ml of breath on March 12 this 
year on the A82 in Fort William.

Defence agent Hamish Melrose said Maritz had been in 
the company of two ‘so-called friends’ when a disagreement 
broke out and he had decided to vacate the hotel room he 
was staying in while in fear for his safety after aggressive 
behaviour by his companions.

from driving for 18 months.

THE A87 between Invergarry and its 
junction with the A887 will be closed 
overnight for approximately two weeks 
from the evening of Monday September 
7 as Scotland TranServ carries out 
essential road repairs.

The £188,000 contract, on a 1,720-
metre stretch starting two miles from 
Invergarry, involves patching works, 
resurfacing of the existing carriageway 
and renewal of carriageway markings.

For the safety of road workers and 
users, full night time closures from 8pm 
to 6am, Sunday to Friday, with signed 
diversion routes, will be implemented.

Eastbound drivers on A87 wishing to 
continue southward to A82 will require 
to use A887 from Moriston Bridge/Bun 
Loyne and join A82 at Invermoriston.

Northbound drivers on A82 wishing 
to turn west on A87 through Invergarry 
will require to continue to Invermoriston 

then use A887 to Moriston Bridge /Bun 
Loyne. Local access will be maintained 
and when necessary provided under 
escort. Motorists should allow extra 
time for their journeys and pay attention 
to location and timings of the road 
closures.

Barring exceptional circumstances, no 

the day. A 30mph speed restriction will 
be in place.

A ROW has broken out between a 
hotel owner and a local community 
over the use of moorings in a remote 
west Highland bay.

Glenuig Inn owner Steve 
Macfarlane has applied to the Crown 
Estate and the Scottish Government
for 10 moorings in Glenuig Bay to 
attract business from yachts and 
other visiting boats.

The move has infuriated Glenuig
Community Association, which 
fears local access to the sea could be 
compromised by Mr Macfarlane’s 
plans.

The hotelier, who bought the inn 
two years ago, told The Oban Times
he ‘had no idea’ most boats did not 
have Crown Estate leases for their 
present moorings when he applied 
and had learned the Crown Estate 

had warned boat users in Glenuig 10 
years ago that they should apply for 
leases before someone else did. 

He said: ‘I have spent a considerable 
amount of time and money on a 
major renovation of the hotel to 
make it a more welcoming place. 
Any business that understands the 
market on the west coast either own 
or are applying for moorings.

‘Sailors visit local shops and 
spend money in the local economy. 
Having moorings for my business is 
absolutely sensible and that is why 
I applied.

‘The result of this is that it turns 
out that while there are lots of boats 
moored in the bay, very few of them 
have Crown Estate leases and even 
fewer have Scottish Government
consent. These are the consequences 

of an innocent application to help 
my own business. I had no idea 
that the majority of moorings were 
incorrectly placed, how would I 
know that?

‘They have been caught out by an 
innocent application and they will 
take umbrage. They are upset, I 
can understand that, I can see their 
viewpoint.’

Speaking on behalf of Glenuig
Community Association, Alasdair 
Carmichael said the association 
would be willing to host further 
meetings with all parties with the 
aim of achieving a compromise for 
all users.

‘Whilst we recognise the rights and 

to site moorings in Glenuig Bay to 
be made available to visiting craft, 

we all have a right of access to the 
sea and most would not like to see 
the bay dominated by any individual, 
private business or single interest 
group to the exclusion of others. 

‘The way forward is through co-
operation rather than confrontation. 
There is space for all and we should 
work together to ensure that the 
sea, one of Glenuig’s most valuable 
resources, remains accessible to all.’

Mr Carmichael added that an overall 
plan for the bay was required to 
protect local interests while ensuring 
visiting sailors were catered for.

He said: ‘Areas where moorings 
could be situated should be 
highlighted and, through consultation 
with existing users, areas could be 
allocated to applicants so that no 

which has seen nearly one third of pupils absent from 
the local secondary school.

More than 40 pupils have been off from Kinlochleven 
High School in the past week, with some quarantined 
at home.  The Oban Times understands that one school 

One parent from Kinlochleven, whose daughter 
fell ill, said: ‘They told us she should be quarantined 

until further notice.’ A spokeswoman for Highland 

were absent from Kinlochleven High School last 
week. Out of 150 pupils there were 21 pupils off 
on Friday. The council cannot divulge reasons for 
sickness absence as this is personal information 
pertaining to individuals.

‘A letter has gone out to all pupils and parents 
saying that NHS Highland is working with the 

much business as usual. Pupils and parents were 
wondering if the school was re-opening or not.’

A spokeswoman for NHS Highland said there 

throughout the Highlands.

appeared to be abating this week, with only 15 pupils 
reporting sick on Monday.

Moorings making 
waves in Glenuig

Former Mallaig Lifeboat coxswain Michael Curril and granddaughter Niamh Henderson meet Stormy Stan 
– whose voice sounded very like a well-known local hotelier! 10_f36gala01

’Flu fails to shut Kinlochleven High School

Money
keeps
weavers
busy
A SCHEME set up to ensure 
more than 100 islands 
weavers have enough work 
throughout the year is to be 
expanded.

The Harris Tweed 
Investment Fund, set up 
earlier this year with funding 
from Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar, Shawbost Mill and 
the European Regional
Development Fund, provides 
loans for the mill to pay 
weavers for tweeds produced 
when orders are slow, which 
the mill then repays when 
the cloths are sold.

At a meeting in the 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

Mill operators Harris Tweed 
Hebrides handed over a 
cheque for £148,115 as full 

advanced by the fund.
The success means the fund 

will now advance £229,680 
to Harris Tweed Hebrides in 
the second round of funding, 
which will help ensure 
weavers are kept busy until 
the end of this year.

rounds, the fund will have 
paid for 38,000 metres of 
tweed generating £106,000 
income to the weavers, all 
within a calendar year. 

Chairman of Harris Tweed 
Hebrides, Brian Wilson said:
‘This was a simple, sensible 
idea which has worked out 
very well in practice.’

World clootie dumpling champ – Kate Stewart from 
Invergarry. 10_f36clootie01

Brave men! Bryan Gunn, Allan Henderson and Hector 
MacLean begin their assault on the 33 dumplings. 

10_f36clootie05

World’s best dumpling  
on menu at college

Mock rescue followed by real thing as 
Mallaig Lifeboat Gala Day raises £5,000

Aberdeen boxers visit Lochaber club

Drink driver was 
in fear for his life

Road closures signal start of A87 repairs

Local people urged to take part in big fund-raising event
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Ardvreck School
At Ardvreck full boarding for 7 to 13 year olds remains 
one of our unique selling points. Along with a vibrant 
day pupil body and the dedicated on site Pre-Prep for 
the 4 to 7 year olds we continue to provide a unique 
education at the heart of the nation. Last term’s leavers 
achieved a most impressive haul of top academic schol-
arships, music and all-rounder awards to senior schools 
both north and south of the border.  This Autumn term, 
a new expressive arts centre and an interactive learning 
centre are to be opened.
We pride ourselves on being a family school valuing 
selfless care for others, individuality, hard work, suc-
cess measured against ability and a real sense of com-
munity.   Combined with pastoral care of the highest 
order, boys and girls at Ardvreck achieve success 
in all facets of education because they benefit from 
the cheerful, enthusiastic atmosphere for which the 
school is well known, and which attracts and retains 
a talented and dedicated staff.  
As well as academic excellence, sport, music, drama 
and art feature heavily at Ardvreck.   This is rein-
forced by an extensive and challenging outdoor pur-
suits programme. 
A visit is the best way to find out more. Our web-
site – www.ardvreckschool.co.uk – gives full details 
of how to contact us and a flavour of the exciting 
education on offer. 

Erskine Stewart’s 
Melville Schools 
The Best of Both Worlds - At Erskine Stewart’s 
Melville Schools we believe that children of primary 
school age learn best in a co-educational environment 
and for that reason The Mary Erskine & Stewart’s 
Melville Junior School is a fully co-educational school 
for children from Primary Start to Primary 7.  
We believe equally strongly that as girls and boys leave 
our Junior School their academic and educational needs 
are best catered for in a single-sex teaching environ-
ment and for that reason our girls join The Mary Ersk-
ine School and the boys join Stewart’s Melville College 
from S1 to S5 before coming back together again to 
enjoy a fully co-educational Sixth Form experience.

Independent schools in Scotland have a 
strong tradition of academic attainment. 
Most independent schools follow the Scottish 
examination system, administered by the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority (SQA) while some – the 
boarding schools, in particular – offer GCSE, AS 
and A Level courses.  A small number of schools in 
the independent sector now offer the International 
Baccalaureate (IB). Independent schools are not 
exam factories where pupils are ‘hot-housed’.  
The schools themselves do not regard exam 

success as an end in itself but a bi-product of a 
learning environment where pupils feel engaged 
and motivated.  It is the quality of the education 
that matters and how a school enables each 
individual child to reach his or her potential, 
whatever that might be.
When choosing a school, parents should think 
about how their child’s abilities will be developed 
and consider exam success within the wider 
context of all the school can provide – the totality 

of the experience on offer. 

Guide to Independent Schools 

Ardvreck School
A UNIQUE EDUCATION AT THE HEART OF THE NATION 

Set on the edge of Crieff, in beautiful Perthshire countryside, Ardvreck Prep 
School is an IAPS co-educational school for full boarding and day pupils 
aged 4-13. Little Ardvreck is our dedicated, on-site pre-prep department.

The school celebrated its 125th Anniversary last year. A warm welcome 
awaits you from the Headmaster Peter Sutton and his family.

01764 653112 

Providing the
best start for
your child

Small classes
Family atmosphere
Music & drama

French
Art & crafts
Swimming

Instrumental tuition
Full team sports
Outdoor pursuits

Outside the classroom, our girls and boys have regu-
lar opportunities to be together through our broad 
range of musical, dramatic and sporting activities.  We 
have developed a community that gives children the 
best of all educational approaches, and this variety 
ensures that our pupils get the best social, emotional 
and academic development possible.

Boarding
Boarding at The Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools 
is a very special experience.  It provides your son or 
daughter the opportunity of a first class education 
and offers excellent value for money.  We welcome 
junior boarders from age 10.

Happy community
The schools have an outstanding reputation for many 
sports, meeting the needs of children who want to 
compete for the highest honours, as well as those 
who simply enjoy participating.  The commitment to 
the performing arts is also extraordinary and is re-
flected in our latest building project, the transforma-
tion of the Stewart’s Melville College Assembly Hall 
into a tiered Performing Arts Centre.

Fettes College 
A ‘Sector Leading’ School - Fettes College is uniquely 
situated in extensive grounds close to the heart of Ed-
inburgh and enjoys a reputation as one of the UK’s pre-
eminent boarding schools for boys and girls aged 7-18.

Our mission is to de-
velop broadly-educated, 
confident and thoughtful 
individuals. For us, the 
hopes and aspirations of 
each of our students are 
of central importance. 

The happy, purposeful environment of the College 
encourages each pupil to flourish and develop fully 
whatever skills and interests they possess.
Our recent HMIe report branded us ‘sector lead-
ing’ with an outstandingly positive set of results, of 
which we are incredibly proud. The inspectors were 
impressed by the academic, pastoral and extra-cur-
ricular dimensions of the school and especially by 
what they perceived as the admirable qualities of the 
pupils – their manners, bearing, courtesy, positive 
outlook and confidence.
So who would thrive at Fettes College? We seek 
bright, motivated and curious students who pos-
sess imagination, energy, a willingness to take risks, a 
concern for others and a commitment to academic 
and personal growth. If this sounds like your child 
and you are interested in a Fettes education, please 
contact our Admissions Secretary Harriet Marshall 
on 0131 311 6744 or email admissions@fettes.com 
and she will be happy to help.

Strathallan School
Strathallan is located in 150 acres of stunning Perth-
shire countryside yet within two hours travel of Lon-
don Heathrow. We are extremely well located and 
offer a safe and secure environment in which chil-
dren can grow and develop. Academically, Strathal-
lan achieves excellent results will 100% pass rate at 
A Level (78% at A/B) and offers both English and 
Scottish Curriculum allowing greater flexibility.
Over 95% of our pupils go on to a vast range of uni-
versities including Oxford and Cambridge. Small class 
sizes allow work to be tailored to individual needs 
and with a staff: pupil ratio of 1:7 this ensures that 

each pupil has opportu-
nities to excel at some-
thing. Strathallan offers 
an unrivalled range of ac-
ademic, sporting and ex-
tra curricular activities and 
has a notable record of 
success in sport, music, art 
and drama which enables 
us to offer a wide range of 
games, sports and activi-
ties (there are over 55 ac-
tivities a week to choose 
from). The Music, Drama 
and Art Departments are 
very strong with pupils 
achieving within the top 
5 at A level across the 
UK in 2008. Throughout 
Strathallan the supportive 
environment values the 
strengths of each pupil 
and places emphasis on 
the importance of the in-
dividual within a team.

GraduationsGraduations

Kiera Wilson
GRADUATED from Strathclyde 
University with a Graduate Entry 
Accelerated Law Degree. Kiera is 
the daughter of Douglas and Helen 

and grand-daughter of John and 
Geraldine and the late Isaac and Helen 

McKinnon, Isle of Mull. Kiera has 
secured a traineeship with McGrigors 

LLP.

Rachel MacLeod
GRADUATED from Strathclyde 
University  with a BEd Honours 

Degree in Primary Education. Rachel 
is the daughter of Linda and Donald 

MacLeod, Corpach, Fort William, and 
a former pupil of Kinmylies primary, 
Charleston Academy and Lochaber 

high schools.

Richard Oxland
GRADUATED with a PhD from 

the Department of Electronics and 
Electrical Engineering, University 

of Glasgow, with a thesis on 
semiconductor sensor electronics. 

Richard is the son of Ken and Lynda 

primary and Oban high schools. 
Richard is continuing his research into 
semiconductor electronics at Glasgow 
University, part funded by Raytheon 
and the US Department of Defense.

David MacNeil
GRADUATED LLB 2.1 Honours in 

Law from Stirling University. David is 
the son of Kathleen MacNeil and is a 
former pupil of Castlebay Secondary 

School, Isle of Barra.

Camrie MacLean
GRADUATED from Edinburgh 

University with a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Education Studies. Camrie 

is the daughter of Barbara and Gordon 
MacLean, Isle of Mull. 

Alasdair
McCracken

GRADUATED from the University 
of the West of Scotland, Paisley, with 
a BSc Honours in Music Technology. 
Alasdair is manager of Musicworks 
Studio, Oban, and is the grandson of 
the late Gilbert and Sarah Watson, 

Balvicar and Paisley.

Gavin Johnston
GRADUATED from Aberdeen 

University with an MA Honours 
in Legal Studies and Management 

Studies. Gavin is the son of Donalda 
and Brian Johnston, formerly of 

Acharacle.

Kieren Sharkey
GRADUATED from Dundee 

University with a Masters Degree 
in Engineering Research and 

Management. Kieren is the son of 
Alex Sharkey and the late Iona of 

Dumbarton and Crianlarich. 
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Taking a new look at St Kilda

At boiling point
over water shortages Beachd Ailein

Gu bitheanta tha faireachadh ann gum bheil 
riaghailtean dealbhachaidh nam bacadh air 
leasachaidhean eacanomaigeach, ach tha gu 
cinnteach feum air cothromachadh a chumas 
ceannsal air tionnsgalan a chuireadh sgrios air 
iomadh ceàrnaidh mhaiseach agus a mhilleadh 
sochairean luchd-còmhnaidh an àite. ’S e co-

gu àm, agus ge b’ e cò an taobh a thèid am moladh 
aca cha riaraich iad a h-uile duine ach gu fortanach 
tha Comhairlichean air chothrom beachdan na 
coimhearsnachd a chur a dh’ ionnsaigh chò-
dhùnaidhean.

Ach tha dà choimhearsnachd daonnan a’ nochdadh 
as na deasbadan sin, an fheadhainn a tha beò ann 
an saoghal as am bheil feum aca air cothroman 
cosnaidh agus feadhainn a tha a’ sireadh fois ann 
am fàsach dhùthchail nach atharraich. Gu mì-
fhortanach ’s iad an fheadhainn a choisinn an cuid 
airgid ann an àite eile agus a rinn an dachaigh air an 
dùthaich a tha rin cluinntinn nas trice agus a bheir 
ri linn sin buaidh air na thachras. Chunnacas sin 
as an Aodann Bhàn as an Eilean Sgitheanach far 
an deach maill bhliadhnaichean air tuath-gaoithe 
agus fear na dhà eile a’ dol air adhart gun dragh cha 
mhòr rin taobh.

strì, fhuair croitear à Deimhidh faisg air Inbhir Nis 
cead tuath a stèidheachadh air Loch Nis faisg air 
Duras airson sìol bhradan àrach. Tha cuid a-nise ag 
èigheach gum bheil seo a’ cur mì-shealladh air an 
sgìre, ach chan eil cus aithne ga thoirt dha cosnadh. 
Tha rud eadar ciall is caothach agus feumaidh 
daoine a thuigsinn nach eil coimhearsnachd gu bhith 
ann as aonais chosnaidhean agus tha dleasdanas air 

cinnteach gun ceadaich iad na cothroman airson 
sin a leigeil air adhart.

Aig an aon àm tha dleasdanas cuideachd air 
Comhairlichean na goireasan as fheàrr a thoirt 
dhan t-sluagh agus tha ceistean mòra mu thimcheall 
cionnas a chaidh cead dealbhachaidh a dhiùltadh 
dha ASDA ann an Inbhir Nis fad bhliadhnaichean 
agus an ìre mhath an cead fhèin aig TESCO!  Tha 

a’ feuchainn ris an tuilleadh maille a chur air 
cùisean.
There is a constant sense of tension between 
planners and development initiatives, particularly 
in rural areas, but council members have a 
responsibility to enable employment opportunities 

residents must also remember that their community 
support structures will not be sustainable without 

It is extraordinary that a smolt farm which has 
operated successfully on Loch Ness for 25 years 

Councillors also have a duty to provide best 
services and choice to the community they serve, 
and in Highland there are questions as to why ASDA 
was prevented from establishing in Inverness for 
so many years while TESCO apparently had free 

attempting to delay ASDA further!
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

MULL residents have 
been left high and dry 
without a drop to drink, or 
shower, during one of the 
wettest months on record 
– and they claim Scottish 
Water is to blame.

Reports of dry taps and 
trickling showers from 
homes and business’ from 
all corners of the island 
have brought Muileachs 
to boiling point. With the 
water company moving 
water from one end of 
the island to another, 
islanders are angry that 
they are playing second 

tourists.
Councillor Mary-

Jean Devon said: ‘I 

Mull residents’ fury as domestic supplies suffer

By LOUISE LEE have been inundated 
with complaints about 
shortages of water. I am 
concerned that water 
managers are providing 
a second class service to 
residents.’

Guest house owners 
Mike and Jen Swift of 
Dervaig said: ‘We are 
calling on Scottish Water 
to stop taking water from 
Craignure.

‘We have completely 
lost our water supply a 
number of times, once 
for 17 hours – meaning 
we have to compensate 
paying guests.

‘According to Scottish 
Water, water has been 
tankered to Tobermory to 
cater for the large number 
of yachts in the bay. 

‘On Mull, we have 
so much rainwater we 
should not run out of 
domestic water.’

Nicky and William 
Clymont from Java in 
Craignure have noticed 
a shortage of water at 
the most inconvenient 
of times – while taking a 
shower.

Scalding
‘We experience times 

throughout the day 
and evening when it 
is impossible to take 
a shower as the water 
pressure becomes so low 
that the safety device to 
prevent scalding within 
the shower kicks in, 
resulting in an inoperable 
shower.

‘My neighbour was 

given advice by Scottish 
Water about the times she 
could and could not have 
a shower – this is simply 
unacceptable.’

Argyll and Bute MP 
Alan Reid has had 
complaints about lack 
of water from every end 
of the island. He said: ‘I 
have written to Richard 
Ackroyd, Scottish 
Water’s chief executive, 
and told him that the 
Tobermory Water Works 
must be upgraded as a 
matter of urgency. 

‘We can’t have the 
tourist season on Mull 
disrupted again next 
year by a water shortage. 
People running B&Bs 
were in despair because 
they could not provide 

water for their guests.’
A spokesman for 

Scottish Water said: ‘We 
have tankered water to 
Tobermory from other 
waste treatment units 
on Mull on a number of 
occasions during periods 
of heavy seasonal 
demand.

‘This balancing of water 
volumes around the island 
has been done when there 
was a risk of a loss of 
supply in Tobermory and 
we have done so without 
any customers elsewhere 
being adversely affected.

‘Scottish Water is 
considering possible 
future investment 
in our infrastructure 
at Tobermory waste 
treatment works.’

MORE than 150 people 
gathered at the UK’s 
closest landfall to St 
Kilda last Saturday to 
mark the opening of a 
new viewpoint. 

Hosta, in North Uist, 
is 41 miles from the 
archipelago, which 
can often be clearly 
seen hunkering on the 
horizon.

On Saturday evening 
however it was hiding 
behind cloud and squalls 
as the community 
gathered for the 
commemorations.

Kilda viewpoint is 
halfway up the hill of 
Clettraval, whose summit 
is commandeered by 
the MOD as a radar 

Councillor Uisdean Robertson cut the ribbon to 
open the new St Kilda viewpoint.

listening post. Ferried 
up to the viewpoint in 
minibuses, a large crowd 
gathered to witness the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
carried out by Councillor 
Uisdean Robertson.

The project was eight 

years in the making, with 
the idea originally coming 
from local residents 
Morag Ferguson and Ada 
Campbell.

Mrs Campbell, a director 
of North Uist Partnership, 
said: ‘Eventually the 

idea was taken in by the 
partnership, and funds 
eventually became 
available through various
sources, including 
crofting development 
schemes which had to 
include a community 
project.’

Plaque
The viewpoint boasts 

a powerful telescope 
from Canada, and visual 
interpretations in slate 
by the late local artist 
Donald Ferguson. Mr 
Ferguson’s contribution 
is also commemorated in 
a plaque inserted into the 
viewpoint.

It is hoped the facility 
will draw visitors to enjoy 
not only glimpses of St 
Kilda, but spectacular 

views of the Uists and 
Barra.

The celebrations 
continued into the night 
at Hosta hall with a full 
and varied programme, 
including singing from 
Margaret Callan and 
Linda Macleod, readings 
from Isa MacKillop 
and Pauline Prior-Pitt, a 

of St Kilda, and talks by 
Alasdair MacEachan and 
Monty Halls. 

The St Kilda day 
celebrations were 
organised by Seallag 
Hiort, the local group 
formed to promote North 
Uist as the best site for an 

competing against groups 
in Lewis and Harris.

These three primary one pupils from Dervaig Primary School on Mull 
would brighten up any classroom. 

A HEDGEHOG has made its home in a Dervaig 

Keiss Marshall, aged 9,  told Mull Lines: ‘We have 
a compost heap in our garden which has attracted a 
hedgehog. 

‘Over the past couple of weeks it has become really 
cheeky. Two days ago when I got up in the middle of 
the night for a glass of water I saw it run across the 

‘The next morning I told my mum but she did not 
believe me, so I showed her the hedgehog dropping that 
it left behind the computer. Mum got up the next night 
and found it in the kitchen again running for the computer 
– she got a picture of it under the table. It went out the way 

WOMEN on Mull have pledged to raise a 
‘substantial donation’ for Mary’s Meals after 
listening to fundraiser and ex-BBC TV presenter 
Abeer MacIntyre.

The meeting, held in the kitchen of local councillor 
Mary-Jean Devon, saw 12 women pledge to support 
the charity and raise enough money to feed children 
in countries such as Malawi.

Councillor Devon said: ‘It only costs £6.40 to 
feed a child for a year in Africa. That is what we 
would normally pay for a week worth of lunches 
for kids in Scotland. We are planning a wide range 
of events to raise thousands of pounds for starving 
children.  We are starting with a coffee evening in 
Aros Hall on Wednesday September 9 at 7pm. Any 
volunteers willing to join the group will be made 
very welcome.’

For more details of the women’s fundraising 
efforts contact Mary-Jean Devon on marydevon@
tiscali.co.uk

TOBERMORY RNLI had its work cut out last 
Thursday with three ‘shouts’ in one day.

The volunteer crew were called at 12.20pm, to a red 

A small dinghy with a family of six on board had 

Parents and teenagers had been in the water for a 

aid and took them ashore.
By the time of the second call at 9.50pm – a force-

seven westerly wind was blowing. Lifeboat crew were 
called to rescue a yacht, and two passengers, which 
had run aground at the north end of Oronsay in Loch 
Sunart. The vessel was towed to safety on the pontoons 
in Tobermory harbour.

Before the crew could kick off their wellingtons 
a third call-out, in poor condition, took the team to 
another yacht which was aground at the head of Loch 

Aline. Tobermory RNLI lifeboat coxswain Phil 
Higson said: ‘The weather was just terrible 
and some people got caught out. A busy day, 

and all’s well that ends well.’  

MULL’S food festival is hoping to make taste buds 
tingle during a week-long celebration of locally produced 
produce.  The Taste of Mull Food Festival from today 
(Thursday) will show off the best of Mull’s food. 

Highlights include a Portuguese menu tomorrow at 
Mull Pottery Restaurant in Tobermory. Followed by 
a Chile walk at Torosay Castle, on Monday .

WESTERN ISLES 
MP Angus MacNeil 
has hit out at ‘crackpot 
bureaucracy’ after 
European Commission 

offer from a North Uist 
woman.

Anne-Margaret Stewart, 
from Grimsay, was 
offered a traineeship as 

with the European 
Commission’s research 

centre in Ispra, Italy, 
starting September 1.

But when bosses 
discovered Ms Stewart 
spoke Scots Gaelic and 
not Irish Gaelic they  
turned her down – despite 
applicants not needing 
either language for the 
job. Scots Gaelic, unlike 

status in Europe.
Mr MacNeil said: 

‘Brussels’ reputation for 

crackpot bureaucracy 
is not helped by this 
ridiculous discrimination. 
Ms Stewart was well 

and passed through the 
interview stage without 

‘The situation 
underlines the success 
of the Irish in securing 

language and the failure 
of the UK government to 

treat Gaelic with anything 
other than indifference.’

Mr MacNeil said 
he would contact the 
European and Irish 
authorities to see if Ms 
Stewart could take up the 
post she was ‘eminently 

A spokeswoman said 
applicants had to have ‘a 

language’ to work at the 
centre.

A SMALL island has 
managed to attract a sold-
out Edinburgh Festival 
show into the intimate 
setting of a 40-seater 
village hall. 

Cullipool Hall on Luing 
is to play host to Walden, 
a historical tale of 
wilderness living, which 
is right up the street of 
environmental poets 
and writers, the Atlantic 
Islands Festival group 
who have sponsored the 
event.

The play tells the true-
life tale of Henry David 
Thoreau who gave up the 
trappings of his socialite 
life for two years in 1850s 
America and moved into 
the forest. Following the 
man’s amazing spiritual 
and emotional journey 
the Luing audience will 
not fail to connect his 
experiences with that of 
the environment around 
the west-coast slate isle.

Poet and event organiser 
Norman Bissell said: 

‘We are delighted to be 
welcoming this show that 
was a sell out in Glasgow 
and has done extremely 
well at the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe.’

Intimate
‘It will be one of a 

number of performances 
to be organised by the 
Atlantic Islands Festival 
Group on the island– and 
in such an intimate setting 
on our beautiful island 
I am sure the story will 
resonate with everyone 

who sees it.’
The show, that has been 

described as ‘amazing’ 
by Edinburgh Evening 

stars, will be performed 
on Friday, September 
11 starting at 7.45pm. 
Tickets can be purchased 
from 01852 314322 or 
the Luing Store at 01852 
314243.

The show, by Magnetic 
North, can also be seen at 
the Corran Halls, Oban on 
Wednesday September 9.

Village hall attracts festival show

MP slams EC ‘crackpot bureaucracy’

A MULL man who held 

has been admonished 
after admitting failing to 
inform police of a move 
of address.

Angus MacKenzie, 
aged 50, whose address 
was given as a static 
caravan by Calgary, 
Dervaig, admitted 
failing to comply with 
the conditions of the 

on February 23, 2006.
Defence agent Duncan 

Durbin said the matter had 
been an ‘oversight’ after 
MacKenzie had moved 
to the caravan from his 
previous address.

Pastime
He said: ‘There was 

no intention to suppress 
his whereabouts. He is 
kicking himself because 
his shooting pastime was 
an important part of his 
life.’

Sheriff Douglas Small 
told MacKenzie: ‘I am 
told that you were still 
staying on Mull and 
police were aware of 
where you were staying. 

‘In the unusual 
circumstances of this 
case where you simply 
overlooked advising 
police, it is appropriate 
for me to give you an 
admonition.’

Man failed
to comply 
with gun
laws

S TAT E - o f - t h e - a r t 
business resources based 
a stone’s throw from 
the ferry terminal at 
Craignure on Mull took 
a step closer to reality 
on Monday. As Mull and 
Iona Community Trust, 
(MICT), announced 
funding was secured, 
a building warrant was 
lodged and work was due 

to begin in early 2010.

Siân Scott said: ‘We 
are delighted to have 
received such generous 
support following our 
fundraising appeal last 
year.

‘As a result, we are 
now able to access the 
grants promised by the 
BIG Lottery Fund, the 

European Regional 
Development Fund and 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and to get on 
with the construction. 

‘Working in partnership 
with Shauna Cameron 
Architect Ltd, Oban, a 
huge amount of work has 
already been completed.

Sandy Brunton, 
chairman of MICT, said: 

‘I am convinced that 
the resource centre will 
be well used.  There 
will be purpose-built, 
high quality workspace 
accommodation, with up-
to-date communication 
technology all under 
one roof and within 
walking distance from 
the Craignure ferry 
terminal.’

Craignure business base gets go ahead

Mull Lines

Sponsored by 
M.V. Lady Jayne Boat Trips
Telephone: 01680 300444
Web: www.mullcharters.com

A taste of Mull food

Christopher is twenty-three. He’s an 

alcoholic and for the past few years hasn’t 

had much luck in life. He used to be 

happy, no trouble to anyone, but then his 

parents died. That is when he started to 

go off the rails. He was seen harassing 

an innocent woman when he was drunk. 

He didn’t harm her and he felt guilty
afterwards. When he discovered that she 

claimed he took her bag, he denied it. 

It’s her story against his. You could fine 

him, give him a sentence or let him go. 

But then he may harm someone next 

time, who knows? We do know it needs
a decision. Your task is to use your 

judgement to help. It’s Christopher’s 

future on the line. Can you decide which 

way it should go?

Supported by

Do you think you’re up to the challenge of being a 
Justice of the Peace? You don’t need legal training to apply and 

you could be making a real difference to people’s lives. 

Visit jpscotland.org.uk or call 0131 528 5101 for more information. 
Closing date for applications is 30th October 2009.
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CINEMA LISTINGS

gigguide
argyll

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every night > Scottish Music Shows

Skipinnish Ceilidh House

from 8pm

Every Thursday > Ceilidh Night

Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Starts 10.30pm

Most Thursdays>  Karaoke

The Woody

Every Friday > Party Fever

Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJ Fergie

Starts 10.30pm &  live ceilidh band

Every Saturday > “Mixed” -  Club Night

Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJs Mark & Stuart

Starts 11.00pm

Every Weekend>  Live Music 9pm till 12

O’Donnell’s

Saturday 29 August>  Filthy Kinky

O’Donnell’s

Thursday 3 September>  Karaoke

The Woody

Friday 4 September>  Brass Monkeys

The Woody

Friday 4 September>  Alternative - DJ’s

Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm - Tickets £5

Saturday 5 September>  mike nessbit, 

O’Donnell’s Cammy roxbra, mayafair

Friday 18 September>  Phil Cunningham

Skipinnish Ceilidh House and Aly Bain - 8pm

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 3 September
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz

Ballet West Classes Body conditioning

Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga

Energie Fitness

Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates

Rockfield Primary Campus

6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates

Energie Health & Fitness Club

Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi

Church of Scotland Centre

7.45pm

Thursday 3rd September > Local Producers Market

Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Friday 4 September > Jules Verne

Oban Visitor Information Centre / 7pm

Saturday 12 September > Open Day

MS Therapy Centre / 2-5pm

Monday 14 September > Story Development

Lochgilphead - 01471 888508 Workshop

FREE one day story development workshop

14 September, Lochgilphead 

Learn what makes a good story for short film in 
any genre during this intensive one day session.

Make a 3-5 minute short film in Gaelic and win 
fantastic cash prizes

Contact Floraidh Forrest: 
01471 888 508  
email: fios@filmg.co.uk

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

FLUFF
around 4 months old.
Likes to play rough!

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

INVERARAY and 
District Pipe Band have 
been promoted to Grade 

major titles in just one 
season.

It is a remarkable 
achievement by the 
band, made up of mostly 

their season in style 
by scooping the Grade 
Two championship at 
last weekend’s Cowal 
Games.

Champions
They also were placed 

section and lifted the 2009 
Champion of Champions 
trophies for both the band 
and drumming sections.

It has taken the band 
exactly 12 months to 
go from Grade Two to 
Grade One.

Jim McMillan, band 
secretary, said: ‘It has 
been done before but 
not with the same speed 
we’ve managed to do it 
in.’

Inveraray Pipe Band completes a remarkable 
year with promotion to Grade One

Since establishing 
themselves in 2005 the 
band have gone from 
Novices to Grade One in 
just four years.

Pipe Band Major, 
Stewart Liddell, 
said: ‘We’ve had an 
unbelievable season 
thanks to all the hard 
work put in over the year 
by all of the band.

Sponsors
‘In addition we’ve got 

to thank our supporters 
and sponsors without 
whom none of this year’s 
achievements would 
have been possible.

‘In particular I’d like 
to thank the Inveraray 
Fire Brigade, the church, 
the senior citizens 
committee and the 
school for allowing us 
to use of their premises 
for practices – they’ve 
been very good to us and 
we’re extremely grateful 
to them. I’m looking 
forward to next year’s 
challenge in Grade One 

and I think everyone else 
is too.’

The Royal Burgh’s 
Novice Juvenile band 
also travelled to Dunoon 
to compete.

Jim said: ‘They played 

well but on this occasion 
failed to make it through 

season they have done 
very well qualifying 

Scottish European and 
World majors and also 

in the European and 
fourth in the World 
championships.’

The next stop for both 

bands is the Dalmally 
Show on Saturday 
followed by a well-
deserved break.

Adding to local 
successes was Oban 
High School Pipe Band, 

who competed at last 
weekend’s Cowal Games. 
The band was second in 
the Novice category with 
Kintyre Schools Pipe 
Band being awarded 
fourth place.

IT WAS the boys against 
the girls at the Oban Bed 
Race and rugby versus 
shinty.

And after a hard fought 
shove around the edge of 

teams ended as winners.
Oban Camanachd took 

on Oban Women’s Rugby 
Club for a chance of 
winning the Oban Times 
Champion Cup at the 
Lion’s charity bed race 
fundraiser, on Sunday.

The boys may have 
won the race with their 
specially adapted bed 
bath, but it was the 
women whose pirate-
style and ingenuity saw 
them win the best dressed 
bed of the day. 

Councillor Roddie 
McCuish said: ‘It was a 
well organised afternoon 
and lots of fun with the 
family. I will be trying to 
get the race back onto the 
main street next year.’ 

Bed race
is a winner

TWO Oban musicians 
are about to head off on 
a Scandinavian tour with 
one of the biggest names 
in folk music.

Guitarist Finlay Wells 
and drummer Iain Coates 
form one half of the Ivan 
Drever Band, backing the 
former Wolfstone singer 
in his new solo career.

Wolfstone enjoyed 
massive audiences in 
Europe and the new band 
are cashing in on that 
success and are much 
in demand in Germany, 
Canada, Ireland and 
Spain, as well as 
Scandanavia.

Finlay, who runs the 
Nutshell Music recording 
studio in Oban, said: ‘The 
new EP has been very 
well received by radio 
stations internationally 
and we are doing a couple 
of big gigs, including 
a folk-rock festival at 
Roskilda in Denmark.

Rehearsals
‘Ivan now lives in 

Norway, so they are 
almost local gigs for 

for rehearsals four or 

into Aberdeen and then 
travelling to Oban.

‘We have Scottish dates 
in December and the 
album will be released in 
the new year – that’s the 
plan anyway.’

Nutshell Music 
celebrates its 10th

anniversary this year 
and in that time many 
of Oban’s best known 
musicans have passed 
through its doors

Finlay said: ‘We have 

project with Norman 
MacLean, we’ve had lots 
of choirs, adult choirs 
and school choirs from 
Argyll and beyond in 
over the years and there 
have also been numerous 
bands including The 
Shoes, which included 
Aidan O’Rourke and 

Finlay Wells in the control room at Nutshell

Oban musicians 
back Wolfstone
ace in solo venture

Nazareth drummer, Lee 
Agnew.

‘This year I even did 
a ‘how to boil an egg’ 
feature for Nick Nairn 
– that was for a wee 
comedy section on an 
album which features 
Dalavich accordionist 
Gregor Lowrey, an 
amazing musician.

Tour

with Ivan Drever when 
Oban band The Shoes 
supported Wolfstone on 
tour.

‘Then Ivan got 
together with the original 
Wolfstone drummer and 
Andy Murray and did 
the Black Sheep, a seven 
piece band,’ said Finlay. 

‘We did some festivals 
abroad but the drummer 
got unwell and the feeling 

reasons we should cut the 
band down because there 
was quite a lot of touring 
involved.

‘We then got Iain, who 
I have known for years. 
I grew up with him and 
used to jam with him. 
In fact he used to live at 
the Old Schoolhouse in 
Kilmore and I remember 
jamming AC/DC’s Back 
in Black with him when 
I was 12. He’s a great 

drummer and well known 
locally.

‘Really Ivan’s songs 
and his voice are the 
main feel of it at the 
moment. We are just 
really developing more 
songs and developing 
the band’s sound around 
that.

Distinctive
‘One of the songs 

‘Hold On’ from the 
new album is just three 
chords, but he’s able 
to give it a distinctive 
voice and melody which 

I had a group of 15 and 
16 year olds in the studio 
and they said they really 
liked it, so it’s incredible 
that someone in their 50s 
is getting across to 16 
year olds.

‘Another song is 
Roseleda, which is on 

Spanish guitar. Ivan lived 
in Spain up until a year 
ago and the Roseleda is 
actually a pub in Spain. 

‘One of his songwriting 
methods is when he visits 
a town he goes into one 
of the most run-down 
bars, places himself in a 
corner and just observes 
the local characters.

‘Yes, he has done it 
in Oban. I better not 
say which bar it was 
but he watched a heated 
conversation between a 
couple in a pub which 
became more and more 
animated.

‘Eventually the girl 
stood up and her closing 
line was, ‘I hope you die 

so’. Ivan’s reaction was 
just like, ‘jings, there’s 
some real characters 
here’.’

THE winter session of the Oban and District 
Needlework Group will commence on Tuesday, 
September 8 with a talk by Emma Moss from 
Acharacle entitled ‘Spinning a Yarn’.

Emma has been a hand-spinner for 22 years and 
it promises to be an interesting evening.

Speakers have been arranged for the remainder 
of the year, covering various topics of a textile 
nature.

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the 
month at Lorne Resource Centre, Soroba Road, 
Oban, commencing at 7.30pm and all are welcome. 
A charge of £3 is made for non-members and light  
refreshments are available.

Needlework sessions

Cinema The Highland Theatre

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

DISTRICT 9
Cert 15 112 min
DAILY 3.45, 6.15, 8.45 
SAT/SUN MATINEE 1:00

THE TIME 
TRAVELLER’S WIFE

Cert 12A 107 min 
DAILY 3.30, 8.30 (except Monday & Wednesday)
BIG SCREAM TUE 8th 12.00

Cert 12A 105 min
DAILY 6.00, SAT/SUN MATINEE 1:15

FROM FRIDAY 11th SEPTEMBER

From Friday 4th September For 7 days

BANDSLAM
LOOKING
FOR ERIC

Cert 15 116 min 
MON 7th SEPTEMBER 8.30 
MUTH FILM CLUB

District 9
CERT ‘15’

Peter Jackson presents 
a critically acclaimed 
and stark vision of the 
not–too–distant–future . 
Thirty years ago, aliens 
came to Earth. There was 
no hostile attack, or  giant 
advances in technology.  
The aliens were refugees, 
the last survivors of their 
home world.  Makeshift 
camps were set up in 
South Africa’s District 9 
The tension between the 
aliens and the humans 
comes to a head when an  

a mysterious virus 
that begins changing 
his DNA. He quickly 
becomes the most hunted 
man in the world.

The Time Traveller’s 
Wife

CERT ‘12A’
Clare has been in love 

with Henry her entire 
life, she believes they are 
destined to be together, 
even though she never 
knows when they will be 
separated: Henry is a time 
traveller. Cursed with a 
rare genetic anomaly that 
causes him to live his life 

on a shifting timeline, 
skipping back and forth 
through his lifespan with 
no control. Despite the 
fact that Henry’s travels 
force them apart with no 
warning, Clare desperately 
tries to build a life with her 
one true love.

Bandslam
CERT ‘PG’

Will Burton is used 
to being bullied or 
completely ignored by 
his schoolmates, so when 
cool and popular former 
cheerleader Charlotte 
Barnes (Alyson Michalka) 
starts inviting him to spend 
time with her, the teenager 
is stunned. Charlotte, a 
gifted singer-songwriter, 
asks Will to manage her 
rock band.

Looking For Eric
CERT ‘15’

Ken Loach’s latest 

Eric Cantona appears to 
depressed Manchester 
postman Eric Bishop, 
dispensing pearls of 
wisdom, and helping him 

is inspired by the life of 
footballer. 
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TODAY!

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
Changes you are keen to push through at home will go all the 
smoother if you can retain the co-operation of those you live with 

yourself getting a bit prickly if other people see things differently. 
But any upset is likely to affect your equilibrium as much as anyone 
else’s. Try to stay cool. Call for more astral advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Big hitter Pluto ends a long backward drag and this, along with 
the Full Moon, asks you to get to grips with any tendency that you 
have, to stick to what you know, for fear of going for what you’d 
like, because the journey could prove bumpy. Change is never easy, 
true, and small details and critical tongues lay in wait, but can you 
stay as you are? Call me for more news and advice…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
Your ruler Mercury begins a retrograde and whilst this can throw 
up some glitches it can also create some opportunities to make 

an area but you’ll be thankful if you do. This may require some re-
organisation, but don’t throw money at problems randomly. Remain 

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

someone you care a lot for, there is a chance that you will start to 
internalise these emotions which in turn can see you feeling moody 
and ill at ease. And then suddenly, you may wish to say how you feel 

middle way. Call for your in-depth forecast…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
All sorts of things can come out of the proverbial woodwork, which 
can be disconcerting, but then, once these are in the open you will 
adapt and can be thankful that you at least know where you stand. 
However, do choose your responses carefully. A good week to give 
a vehicle, motorcycle or bike a service and your PC may appreciate 
this too Leo! Call your prediction line for more…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

a situation where you could write off what you give them, it may 
be better to say no. Equally, if anyone already owes you money, 

and impact on your friendship, or do you approach it in an entirely 

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
It can feel as if people are going out of their way to block your hopes. 
What do you do A) shout at them B) pull your hair out or C) remain 
calm in the knowledge that by maintaining a cool approach, there is 
much less chance of this becoming personal? In due course, you 
may see that any delays were meant to be. Bide your time, this will 
change. Call for your in-depth forecast…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
You can get a feeling in the back of your mind that something needs 
doing, something that you have forgotten about. Or might it be a 
vague feeling of unease or after a conversation will you wonder 
if someone is telling you the whole story? As social as the week 
can be, such undercurrents can prove a little disconcerting. Keep 

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528
Group arrangements or a friendship can founder on the back of 
bickering and discontent. Have you been offering this situation or a 
person too much credit, insofar as taking them at face value? If so, 
their real worth or lack of it, can become painfully clear. Yet others 
may expect you to sort this out, and you can, but it may prove to be 
uncomfortable. Call now for more news and advice…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

someone important starts to play games with your feelings you may 
feel that you have little option but to stand up for yourself. If this is 
the course of action you decide to take, do ensure that you get facts 
straight before you speak out. Otherwise you could end up with egg 
on your face. Call now for more astral advice…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
If you are hoping to start a course or travel, last minute hitches could 
prove exasperating. However, the more you get yourself into a 
frazzle the less you will be able to sort things out. Therefore keeping 
a clear mind will be essential. Fortunately, one person is set to have 
an increasing impact on you, and positively at that! Things can get 
steamy! Call for your love scope…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
The Full Moon occurs in your sign and any dissatisfaction that you 
have with a personal tie can be on your mind. It may be that you 
want to keep things on a lighter level whereas a partner wants more 
commitment or vice-versa. Yet as Venus rushes to oppose Jupiter, a 
surprise solution that pleases you both, is not beyond the bounds of 
possibility. Call me for your love scope in full…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.00

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Once in a lifetime

Loch Lomond Clash of the Ash Going home the 

Clash of the Ash

Angels from the Ashes Kate
Martins Waltz

Stay strong

Campbell Cameron

Eye to
Eye
with
John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic
11/12 Argyll Square
Oban
Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Oban Bowling Club’s brightest day 
Members of Oban Bowling Club at the fete. 16_t36bowling01

‘Pipes and More’ at Lochgoilhead

A classic case of car before horse

Oban and Lorn Riding for the Disabled is £800 better off thanks to another classic form of transport. Oban and District 
Classic Vehicle Club presented a cheque to the charity before holding its annual treasure hunt and barbeque at the 

Oban MS Centre on Sunday. 16_t36classic01

Pure gold
Hugh MacQueen, Luing. t36modgold01

Oban Congregational 
Church

In the church hall
EVERY MONDAY

Proceeds in aid of 
Church Funds

HOLY CROSS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, APPIN
BI-CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS

Sat. 5th Sept.
3pm-6pm Display of local historical 
items, 6pm  Refreshments followed 

by 7pm Ecumenical evening of 
hymns, words, music and historical 

comments.
ADMISSION FREE  -

ALL WELCOME

Oban and District 
Needlework Group

Speaker - Emma Moss

“Spinning a yarn”
Tuesday 8 September 2009,  7.30pm

At The Lorne Resource Centre, 
Soroba Road, Oban

All Welcome.
Visitors £3 per person 
including refreshments

Kilmartin House 
Museum Bushcraft 

Weekend
12th and 13th September 2009

Learn how to make fire, deadfall traps 
and game preparation and more

Adults £90 Children £60

For more information ring 
01546 541278 or 

e-mail admin@kilmartin.org

Oban Art Society

Summer
Exhibition 2009
Former Red Cross Hall

(Army Cadet Centre)

Tweeddale Street

From Friday 11th September 

until Saturday 19th 

September

10.30am till 6pm

Everyone welcome

Admission free

20th Anniversary Celebration
Open Day 

M S Therapy Centre - Oban

Saturday 12th September 2009 2 – 5 pm

We look forward to seeing you on the day
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Learn
Driveto

The facts are simple – if you want to 
pass your driving test there is a much 
better chance of success if you go with an 
approved driving instructor.

From teens taking out a parent’s car, 
your pride and joy, to adult learners taking 

are the professional driving instructors 
who take time and effort to build you, as 
an individual, the programme that best 
suits your needs. For instance do you 
know it is an offence not to drive without a 

someone out is against the law.
A spokesman for the Driving Standards 

Agency said: ‘Recent surveys indicate 
that nine in ten learners who passed both 

taught by an instructor. 
‘If you are paying someone to teach 

you to drive, they must be approved and 
registered with the Driving Standards 
Agency. That way, we know they have 
the skills to teach pupils to the highest 
standards.’

‘A Driving Instructor is the only person 

and comprehensive advice about driving.’
‘People who pass their driving test 

have had, on average, about 45 hours of 
professional training combined with 22 
hours of private practice. Learners who 
prepare this way, with a combination of 
plenty of professional training and plenty 
of practice, do better in the test.

for teens and parents. It’s likely to be your 

auto investment in your 
teen’s hands. And since 

you know all the risks 
of the road, this can be 
pretty daunting.

Brian Jamieson School Of Motoring
COVERING DALMALLY TO OBAN AND INVERARAY

Pass Plus registered.
Discounts for longer/ frequent lessons.

Tel. 01838 200349 Text 07766 223210
email. lessons@brian19.net

08000 282622

07835 385001

BOOK NOW!
FIRST 3 LESSONS ONLY

£17.00 EACH
4th LESSON

1/2 PRICE

GO
SCHOOL OF MOTORING

GO-L, Gordon Rae, Longistan, Croft Road, Oban PA34 5JL

SUCH has been the success 
of a scheme which enables 
landowners to harness 
hydro power for free, the 
company behind the system 
has decided to attend 

show of the season.

micro-hydro offer will be 

explained this weekend 
when the company attends 
Dalmally Show this 

around 40 suitable sites for 
its free micro-hydro offering 
in the region already, the 
company is keen to expand 
its client base further in 
what it sees as Scotland’s 

premier micro-hydro hot 
spot.

Following numerous 
requests from local farmers 
and property owners to 
explain their free micro-

Hydro decided that 
Dalmally Show would 
allow it to expand its 

information service. 
Company representative, 

Duncan Crosthwaite, 
said: ‘We’ve been running 
adverts in The Oban Times
for our free micro hydro 
systems for a number 
of weeks now and have 
received a great response. 

‘Understandably, there 

is natural scepticism 
about offering something 
for nothing and when a 
few people who enquired 
mentioned Dalmally Show 
we thought it would be a 
great chance to talk  face-
to-face with people, to 
establish whether they 
may be eligible for a free 

system, and subsequent 
free electricity.

Hydro will explain how its 
systems work, what criteria 
makes a site suitable and 
how the company can 
make its systems ultimately 
free to the end user with no 
capital costs.’

‘Free’ micro-hydro systems to be explained at Dalmally Show

TWO ARGYLL islanders 
had an audience with the 
Queen at an investiture for 
the New Year Honours List.

Former Isle of Tiree 
policeman Danny Lapsley 
and Isle of Mull man Douglas 
MacNeilage were two of 
74 people given awards at 
Holyrood House recently.

Mr MacNeilage, a retired 
janitor from Tobermory 
High School who was 
closely linked to the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution, 
was awarded the MBE for 
services to education and the 
community.

Mr Lapsley, who worked 
at the single-manned police 

years, was presented with 
the Queen’s Police Medal.

Mr Lapsley said: ‘The 
Queen knew about Tiree and 
the fact that I worked there 

‘She also asked me if 
the islanders behaved 
themselves! My answer, 
which will remain private, 
caused her to laugh.’

Douglas MacNeilage, Tobermory receives his MBE

Former Tiree policeman Danny Lapsley was         
presented with the Queen’s Police Medal

Islanders receive awards 
from Her Majesty

Retired postman Donald John Campbell of Lochmaddy at the opening of the new 
St Kilda viewpoint

ST KILDA DAY 
celebrations prompted 
mixed memories in some 
North Uist residents.

Retired registrar and 
postman Donald John 
Campbell, 77, of Fairview, 
Lochmaddy, brought with 
him memories of a trip to 

postman to commemorate 

island’s evacuation.
He travelled out to the 

island overnight from 
Loch Carnan on the east 
side of South Uist aboard 
the landing craft HMAV 
Arakan, and opened the 

day, stamping visiting 
dignitaries’ letters with the 
unique St Kilda postmark.

Mr Campbell was also 
charged with launching 
the last ever ‘tin can mail’, 

an empty coffee tin full of 
messages.

This method was used 
with mixed results by St 
Kildans for years, relying 
on the prevailing winds and 
currents. On this occasion, 
Mr Campbell saw the 
tin swept in the wrong 
direction, never to be heard 
of again.

Mr Campbell said: ‘I 
think it probably still lies 
caught in some inaccessible 
crevice.’

He added: ‘As a child 
growing up in North Uist 
I remember St Kilda being 
used as a threat when we 
misbehaved. My mother 
would say, if you do that 
again I’ll send you to 
Hiort.’

of Claddach Illerary, 
Baleshare is related to a 
legendary St Kildan, Neil 

Ferguson, who for years 
carried out many different 
duties on the island from 
postman to guardian of the 
canon-style gun which had 
been placed on the island 
near the end of the First 
World War after a U boat 
had made it into the bay 
and strafed the village.

Mrs MacDonald said: 
‘The family settled in 
Kincardineshire after the 
evacuation.  As a child, I 
was aware of St Kildans 
only through knowing my 
aunt was married to one, 
and through their tweed 
and wool making.’

She added: ‘It’s true to 
say that hard as life was 
for the St Kildans, it was 
equally hard here in North 
Uist, although we were a 
bit nearer the mainland. 
That’s something that’s 
forgotten.’

St Kilda Day brings 
back the memories

HEAVY weather saw two 

late last Thursday evening 
as the wind blew a south-

Having just taken a 
patient from Mull to 
Oban, Oban lifeboat was 
called out to a yacht hard 
aground in the anchorage 
at Puilladobhrainn, at north 
end of Seil Island, with two 
adults and a child on board.

While on the way to that 
incident, another call came 
in from HM Coastguard 
that a second yacht was 

anchorage.
The second yacht wanted 

to leave the anchorage and 
the lifeboat led her out to 
sea before returning to pick 
up the three on board the 

was not an option.
They were taken back 

to Oban where Coxswain 
Ronnie MacKillop arranged 
to put them up in the Royal 
Hotel.

A spokesman for the 
lifeboat said: ‘The manager 
of the Royal Hotel was 

extremely helpful in 
arranging accommodation 
for them on one of Oban’s 
busiest nights of the year – 
Argyllshire Gathering day.’

The day before, the 
lifeboat went out to assist a 
24-foot motor boat with one 
person on board which had 

Kerrera and Lismore 
lighthouse.

A pump had to be put 
on board as the vessel was 
taking in water and she was 
then towed to Oban Marina 
on Kerrera.

CHILDREN in Luing 
Primary School are bidding 
for international fame by 
setting up their own ukulele 
orchestra. The pupils from 
primary two to seven are 
being encouraged to learn 
the instrument made famous 
by George Formby.

Head teacher Stephen 
Glen-Lee said: ‘We have been 
looking for an instrument to 
suit children of all ages and 

tutor for the ukulele.
‘We hope to be performing 

within a few weeks.’ 

Island school aims for Luing-ulele band

Change of weather leads to busy lifeboat

L
LEARN TO DRIVE

with

DAVID’S
School of Motoring

Tel: 01631 566403
Mob: 07747 492842

DSA Approved

MACLEAN
SCHOOL OF MOTORINGL

Gary MacLean
D.S.A.   A.D.I. (Car)

01631 – 720472

A DAMNING report on 
conditions for HM Prison 
Greenock prisoners awaiting 
court appearances at Oban 
Sheriff Court has led to 
assurances of swift action to 
rectify the situation.

Prisoners coming from 
Greenock and other prisons 
in the past had been held in 
cells in Oban Police Station 
until called for their court 
appearance.

But with Reliance now 
being responsible for getting 
prisoners to and from court 
Strathclyde Police no longer 
have to accommodate them, 
despite having ‘legalised’ 
cells where prisoners can be 

Instead prisoners are being 
held for anything up to eight 
hours in a Reliance van in 
the courtyard at the back of 
the court and police station 
as there are no cells in the 
court itself.

The HM Inspectorate 
of Prisons report on HMP 
Greenock particularly 
found toilet conditions 
to be ‘unacceptable’, 
that interviews between 
a prisoner and his or her 
solicitor often took place in 
the Reliance vehicle with 
staff and other prisoners able 

to hear a private conversation 
and meals have to be eaten 
in the small cubicle within 
the Reliance van.

‘The conditions in which 
prisoners are held at Oban 
Sheriff Court are dreadful,’ 
concludes the report.

Calling on empty cells in 
the next door police station to 
be used or holding facilities 
to be built, Argyll and Bute 
MP Alan Reid said: ‘It is 
appalling that prisoners are 
being held in such dreadful 
conditions in this day and 
age.’

Cell
Oban solicitor Edward 

Thornton said: ‘The 
description contained within 
the report is quite accurate. If
a solicitor wishes to interview 
a client the alternatives are – 
requesting that the Reliance 
staff take the prisoner into 
the interview cell in the 
police station or interviewing 
the client in the Reliance van 
or when the prisoner is taken 
through into the sheriff court 
to have an interview with the 
prisoner in the jury room.

‘The problem with the 
latter two methods are that 
Reliance staff and sometimes 
other prisoners are present 
and the interview is not 

should be.’
Since the report has been 

published, it is understood 
that arrangements are 
being made for Reliance to 
rent accommodation from 
Strathclyde Police Oban.

Assistant Chief Constable 
Fiona Taylor: ‘Strathclyde 
Police fully accepts the 

and recognises that in the 
past there has not been a 
clear process in place to 
offer cell accommodation to 
prisoners waiting for their 
court appearance at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

‘Discussions have taken 
place with the Scottish 
Prison Service, Reliance 
and court services and an 
arrangement is now in place 
to accommodate prisoners 
at Oban Police Station if the 
need arises.’

A spokesman for Scottish 
Court Service said: ‘We 
now have an agreement, in 
principal, with Strathclyde 
Police for prisoners attending 
Oban Sheriff Court to be held 
in Oban police cells which 
will ensure the health, safety 
and welfare of prisoners.

‘We expect these facilities 
to be available to us shortly.’

‘Appalling’
conditions 
for prisoners
at Oban court
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HIGH hopes that this year 
would see a better turnout 
for Oban Highland Games 

an increase of 300 through 
the gates despite the threat 
of poor weather.

The event saw some of 
Scotland’s top light and 
heavy athletes compete 
along with Highland dancers 
and budding sports stars 
from Oban High School.

They put on a great day’s 
competition for spectators. 
From that point of view, they 
were a runaway success.

of the day, the primary 
school shinty, saw St 
Columba’s take home the 
trophy with Park Primary 
School runners-up.

The march from Station 
Square through the town 

the Argyllshire Gathering 
gold medal winner Alasdair 
Dunn and his fellow piping 
competitors, followed by the 
stewards led by president 
of the games The Duke of 
Argyll, Torquhil Campbell.

As soon as the park was 
cleared, the heavy events got 
underway with seven athletes 
from around Scotland and 

one from Australia and the 
light track events, the last 
amateur games of the season, 
both being the main focus of 
the morning events.

Duncan Macintryre, track 

delighted by the high quality 
of athletes who travelled to 
Oban, attracted by generous 
prizes, to put on exciting 
races for the spectators. 

He said the middle distance 
races were exceptional as 
were the performances of 
sprinters Allan Stuart and 
Stacey Downie.

One short heavy shower of 
rain in the middle of the day 
was not enough to dampen 
visitors’ spirits who took 
advantage of the heritage tent 
to shelter from the rain and 
peruse the various stalls.

Grade 2 world champion 
pipe band Inveraray and 
District performed during the 
day and Oban High School 
Pipe Band marched from 
the town at midday, with 
Pipe Major Angus MacColl 
taking the salute from the 
Duke of Argyll.

A special presentation by 
the Duke of Argyll of an 
engraved quaich followed for 
games secretary Neil Horne, 

who is retiring from the post, 
but not the committee, after 
25 years. ‘I was asked if I was 
interested in Highland games 
by the games committee but 
I had never been to a games 
before,’ confessed Mr Horne, 
who is Oban born and bred.

But word of his 
organisational skills had 
reached the games committee 
and he was happy to accept 
the invitation and has not 
missed a games since. 

He said there had been 
no big hiccups in his time 
as secretary and everyone 
involved in putting on 
displays or events had been 
very helpful. ‘I have enjoyed 
it immensely. They have 
been no really worrying 
moments,’ he added.

‘The games stewards have 
all been excellent to work 
with and the co-operation 
and assistance from all the 
helpers and particularly the 

who do a fantastic job, has 
been great.

‘There is a good team on 
the games committee too. 
It is great to end on a high 
note with the up-and-coming 
Oban High School Pipe Band 
playing.’ 

Oban Highland Games provide a wonderful day for competitors and spectators

The primary school relay race gives youngsters their 
17_t36games 04 t36games07

Another
runaway
success

15_t36games49

15_t36games33

AN AUSTRALIAN with a long-held 
ambition to run in the Oban Highland Games 
hill race returned to complete his mission 

who lives in Balmoral, Victoria, came 
to Argyll 24 years ago to run in the Oban 
games hill race.

But the day before he was due to take part, 
he twisted his ankle while walking up Ben 
Cruachan.

This year, Ian, aged 66, decided to make to 

‘I am getting old and I thought if I don’t do 

wanted to do it and tick that box.
‘I found out this morning at the gate that 

the race was cancelled,’ he said on games 
day.

‘I was disappointed. It’s not life or death 
but it was a long build up.’

He was on the point of going home when 
The Oban Times had a quiet word with race 

handicap mile race instead, a race which he 
runs at home in Australia every year.

Ian, who only started running at the age 
of 40, has in his time played Aussie rules 
football, run in the Ben Nevis race twice, 
played football and basketball and competed 
in numerous triathlons.

Australian’s hill race ambitions 
are thwarted yet again

t36games14

t36games09

Alastair

15_t36games48

t36games05

t36games17

t36games06t36games11

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

14 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

What a
tangled web
LAST week, the great 
brouhaha about Abdelbaset 
Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi’s 

acres of newsprint, air time 
and television programmes. 

Surely, I thought, by the 
time I come to write the 
next ‘View from the Tower’ 
the steam will have been 
knocked out of it, the heat 
hosed away and we will turn 
to the next ‘big story’. But 
not a bit of it.

The Scottish media has 
decided this is a story that 
is destined to run and run 
until only those who have 
a mania for picking over 
inconsequential detail are 
left reading a rain forest of 
print.

The strange thing is that 
the BBC and a couple 
of broadsheet dailies are 
leading the lynching mob but 
aren’t sure whether they are 
going to string up the ‘dying 
man’ or the Scottish Justice 
Minister Kenny MacAskill. 

Whichever, they are 
convinced that they speak 
‘for the nation’ and have 
the ‘statistics’ to prove that 
somewhere between 60 and 
70 per cent of ordinary Scots 
don’t approve of Al Megrahi 
being released, even on 
compassionate grounds, but 
want him detained until he 
is dead.

A definite
best
seller
MR MEGRAHI says he 
is writing a book that will 
reveal all and prove he is not 
guilty. 

But the Scottish 
newspapers claim that no 
Scottish publishing house 
would publish it. Nonsense! 
I know half a dozen Scottish 
publishing houses that would 
wave a very substantial 
cheque just to be able to get 
this volume on the market, 
immaterial of whether is a 
confession or  a revelation. 

And there will be no end of 
publishers in other countries 
who will be as eager to pick 
up the big bucks. 

The idea is that the book 
would be a poor seller as it 

from crime. Good heavens 
has no one told that bunch 
of hacks Queen Victoria is 
dead.

But let’s return to the 
percentages of the public 
who were consulted on-line, 
by telephone or on the streets 
to see whether the public 
approved of the Justice 
Minister’s actions. 

The ‘big guns’ have 
used statistics to show 
that Scotland is absolutely 

‘appalled’ that al Megrahi 
got home to Libya to die. 

Believe the statistics if you 
wish, but there’s another on-
line poll which asked the 
same question of readers 
of 14 daily and weekly 
newspapers and they are 
universally agreed that the 
vast majority of their readers 
are totally in favour of Kenny 
Macaskill’s actions. 

As far as  The Oban Times is 
concerned 89 per cent voted 
for al-Megrahi’s release and 
only 11 per cent wanted him 
to be in Greenock Jail until 
he died. 

Seems there are views 
to support all shades of 
opinion.

Cut costs            
and
rely
on volunteers
THIS year’s Oban Games, 
held last week, didn’t make 
money and neither did the 
previous event.

It’s well known that the 

Balls on the Thursday and 
Friday evenings help to keep 
the Games going.

Well it’s crunch time. Even 
for something as prestigious 
as these balls, there is a limit 
on how much those who are 
able to go will pay. 

Economy measures that do 
away with free champagne 
throughout the evening and 
early morning - last orders 
for breakfast kippers, I’m 
told, is 7am - have already 
been put in place. 

The champagne is no 
longer free and is replaced 
by Cava after two drinks. 
That the latter has to be paid 
for now tells the plight of the 
members of the Argyllshire 
Gathering who have to foot 
the bill personally if there is 
a shortfall.

This isn’t a sob story or a 
knock at ‘the gentry’. Think 
deeply about what to do 
about Highland Games in 
general and Oban Games in 
particular going to the wall. 

That fate is what many 
smaller games have already 
suffered. No good appealing 
to the Scottish Government 
as they ‘aint got any cash 
to give and neither have 
the local authorities, except 
Argyll and Bute Council. 

And that is an historical 
anachronism which should 
have been killed off at the last 
reform of local government 
- the Cowal Games still gets 
what it got from the former 
Dunoon Town Council - a 

The Rev Ken and Audrey Hunter are pictured reading The Oban Times at Niagra Falls, Canada. The couple 
were visiting family in Toronto. During their trip they visited the falls and Niagra on the Lake where they found 

The Oban Times
The Oban Times

number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

The Oban Times at Niagra Falls

Island Tapes
THE SIGNIFICANCE
of the evacuation of St 
Kilda on August 29 1930 
has been highlighted at 
various locations throughout 
Scotland.

It was therefore appropriate 
that Proiseact nan Ealan, the 
Gaelic Arts Agency, should 
host a performance of the 
Island Tapes in the Centre 
for the Contemporary Arts 
on Sauchiehall Street. 

First premiered at Celtic 
Connections 2006, the 
performance featured silent 

Archives accompanied with 
contemporary live music.  
Providing the music were 
Alyth McCormack, Allan 
Neave, David Crichton and 
David Allison who was 
responsible for arranging 
most of the music. 

We are used nowadays to 
having a soundtrack on all 

which belonged to the 1920s 
and 1930s. They made an 
excellent job of it and for 

music was sensitive and 
appropriate.

about Harris made in 1938 
and it brought back many 
memories of holidays in 
the Outer Isles, in my case 
Lewis. What would children 
say nowadays if they were 
sent to a distant well to carry 
home two pails of water 
each day of the week and, of 
course, twice on a Saturday! 

For the duration of the 
summer break these visits 
were holidays but only for 
some and certainly not for 
the mothers. There was a 
nostalgic reminder of visits 
to burns to wash blankets 
and imagine the surprise for 
both artists and audience 
when Chrissie MacInnes 

the group undertaking this 
task. Chrissie was busy with 
a washing board and she has 
continued in her occupation 
as a weaver and then in 
later years as a member of 
the waulking group, Banal, 
this close association with 
textiles.  Well done Chrissie. 

It was worth attending 
this concert just to see how 
pleased the performers were 
to meet Chrissie. 

‘Handba’ at Kirkwall’ was 

residents competing in a 
game which required one 
half of the town to get the 
ball to an agreed location. 
One wonders what current 
‘health and safety’ would 
have to say! 

The Shetland contribution 
was the making of a basket 
starting with the cutting of 
oats with a scythe until the 

to be used to transport peat. 
As you might imagine, this 
required the effective use 

moods and speeds of the 
operation.

St Kilda has come to mean 
more than the evacuation of 
the island and is synonomous 
with emigration from the 

islands away from the 
hardship of trying to survive 
in such harsh environments. 
It was interesting to see 
the reaction of the St Kilda 
people to the new technology 

that the concert part of the 

about emigration from the 
River Clyde and then further 
west.

With beautiful vocals from 
Alyth and great musicality 
from all the performers 
this was a concert worth 
attending.

Earlier in the day there was 
a steady stream of visitors 
to the small exhibition on 
St Kilda in Kelvingrove Art 
Galleries and to hear St Kilda 
letters read by Davy Walker 
and Kenny Iain MacRae.

Piping lessons
EVENING classes start at 
the National Piping Centre 
during the week beginning 
Saturday September 5 and 
will run for 15 weeks. 

Pipers and drummers 
of all ages and abilities 
can be catered for. For 
further information contact 
RCanning@thepipingcentre.
co.uk or telephone 0141 
353 0220. The College of 
Piping runs similar classes, 
telephone 0141 334 3587.

Diary dates
:

Star Folk Club, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Sarah 
Jane Summers Trio including 
Ewan MacPherson and 
Duncan Lyall.

:
Glasgow Islay Association, 
Senior Citizen’s Dinner 
and ceilidh, Westerton Hall, 
Bearsden, 6.45pm.
Saturday September 5: Aly 
Bain and Phil Cunningham, 
Regal Community Theatre, 
Bathgate, 7.30pm. Celtic 
Music Fund-raisers Concert, 
Old Fruitmarket, 7.30pm.

:
Star Folk Club, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Dick 
Gaughan. Comunn Taobh-
an-Iar ceilidh, Kessington 
Hall, Bearsden, 7.30pm.

:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh, Lesser Town Hall, 
7.30pm. Govan Gaelic 
Choir, Old Fashioned ceilidh, 
St Peter’s Church Hall, 
Hyndland Street, Partick, 
7.30pm. Fiddler’s Bid, Old 
Fruitmarket, 8pm.

:
Donnie Munro, Palace 
Theatre, Kilmarnock, 
7.30pm. Scottish Fiddle 
Orchestra, Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall, 
7.30pm. Edinburgh Argyll 
Association, St John’s 
Episcopal Church Hall, 
Lothian Road, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will play 
in the Park Bar on Saturday 
and Sunday with Torridon 
on Friday. 

In the Islay Inn it will be 
the Keelies on Friday and 
the Jakes on Saturday. 

yahoo.co.uk.

Skye visitors 
deserve better
Sir,
Earlier this week I sailed 
with a friend from Mallaig 
to Armadale en route for 
Portree.

As we were disembarking, I 
caught sight of a bus speeding 
away from the bus stop at the 
pier. When I reached the bus 
shelter, I discovered that the 
advertised departure time 
of this bus was 11.26, one 
minute after the arrival time 
of the boat from Mallaig. 

I made enquiries at the 
two shops at the pier, where 
the owners assured me this 
occurred daily. I also learned 
that the bus company 
instructs its drivers to adhere 
strictly to the advertised 
timetable, which means that 
any passengers such as my 
friend and I are left to pay 
the price. This is not the sort 
of welcome that tourists to 
Skye expect or deserve.

It would be interesting to 
discover whether any other 
readers of your newspaper 
have suffered a similar fate 
at Armadale.

It is worth noting Argyll and 
Bute Council has a policy 
whereby the bus times at the 
ferry terminal at Dunoon co-
ordinate with the arrival and 
departure times of ferries to 
Gourock.
Charles Milligan, 
Ardrossan, Ayrshire. 

Closure
of Tiree
Lunch Club
Sir,
Thank you for raising 
awareness regarding the 
closure of Tiree Lunch 
Club.

The social work department 
may argue it is not a closure 
but a transfer of services 
but the people who rely on 
the lunch club for their only 
source of social contact do 
not view it that way.

We were especially 
surprised to hear that for the 
last 10 years people have 
been attending a day centre 
when to everyone involved 
in its inception it has always 
been a lunch club.

Perhaps people did attend 
who had day care needs but 
in the absence of any other 
options the lunch club has 
supported them and their 
carers.

It has been an invaluable 
asset to Tiree.

Our primary request is that 
social work comes to the 
island and meets with lunch 
club users and discusses 
service provision for the 
more vulnerable members of 
the Tiree population. 

We would also like them 
to bring the documentation 
which demonstrates that the 
lunch club is registered as a 
day centre.
Kate Maccallum, spokes-
person, Tiree Lunch Club.

Oban High 
School
Pathways 
Project
Sir,
In response to your recent 
coverage regarding our 
concerns with Oban High 
School’s unfair selection 
and promotion of Pass It On 
School of Motoring, we feel 
we must write to publicly 
clarify certain points. 

We would like to emphasise 
that we support the aim 
of the school’s Pathways 
Programme to support our 
young people in developing 
work experience and life 
skills.

We take issue with the 
school selecting one driving 
school ‘Pass It On’ - run 
by the headmaster’s wife - 
without allowing any other 
the opportunity to take part 
in this year’s programme. 
We consider this in breach 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
code of conduct and against 
the principles of equality and 
fair trading. 

On hearing of the Pathways 
Programme we wrote to Mr 
Bain expressing our interest 
in supporting it. Having 
been denied the opportunity 
to apply for the programme 
running this year, we have 
been told we can apply for 
the chance to be selected for 
next year’s programme. 

We would be looking to 
offer lessons on equal terms 
and conditions as Mrs Bain, 
not for free as stated in last 
week’s paper. However, the 
school will not disclose the 
terms and conditions under 
which Mrs Bain is providing 
lessons for them and we feel 
that without this information 
we are unable to proceed 
further. 

Pass It On is the only 
private business involved in 
the programme - all other 
providers are registered 
charities or community 
organisations offering school 
pupils work experience. 
Denying the other driving 
schools the opportunity to 
compete for business has 
placed Pass It On at an unfair 
advantage.

We have been made 
aware that management at 
Oban High School have 
circulated inaccurate and 
misleading information 
about us to the school’s 
Parent Council and we are 
writing to the Parent Council 

to address this. Local driving 
instructors have historically 
worked well together and 
have supported previous 
community initiatives. We 
are only asking that we all 
be treated in a fair and equal 
manner. 
Oban and Lorn Driving 
Instructors Association. 

Trip to Rockall
Sir,
Good luck to Andy 
Strangeways with his 
plans to reach and land on 
Rockall next year despite 
the opposition of Oban 
Coastguard, the Royal
Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) and Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), The
Oban Times, August 27.

David Livingston, Robert
Scott, Ranulph Fiennes, 
Ernest Shackleton, James 
Bruce, Mary Slessor and 
Hamish MacInnes, to 
name a few famous British 
explorers, have left their 
mark on the world stage 
travelling to some of the 
most dangerous places on the 
globe without much thought 
for their personal safety. 

What has happened to that 
spirit of adventure these 
days?

No-one wishes to add to the 
excellent work carried out 
by the emergency services, 
but Rockall is in a sector 
served by the coastguard, 
not under its jurisdiction, 
and is therefore accessible to 
everyone.

The suggestion by the 
RSPB spokesman on Mull 
that Andy Strangeways, 
having battled his way to 
one of the most inhospitable 
rocks in the Atlantic Ocean, 
should notify the RSPB and 
SNH of his arrival in case he 
might disturb the seabirds is 
laughable.

If this sort of nonsense 
is carried to its logical 
conclusion both of these 
bodies would have the entire 

to their beds. 
How fortunate that neither 

were in existence when the 
Allied Forces landed in 
Normandy otherwise they 
would not have been allowed 
to set foot on the beaches.
Iain Thornber, Knock 
House, Morvern. 

‘Heavy heart’
Sir,
As someone who came 
to politics to help make 
Scotland a more equal 
society, I read McCaig’s 
preference for work to be 
delegated to ‘minions’ with 
a heavy heart. 

Such language has no 
place in the new Scotland. 
Indeed, it had no place 
back in 1776 when the 

infant USA referred to the 
Declaration of Arbroath and 
the principles of the Scottish 
Enlightenment in declaring 
‘all men are created equal’.    

Most importantly, now, 
here in Scotland, when 
politics and the management 
of the local and national 
well-being is such an inter-
connected team game, his 
call for delegation in such 
matters denies the vital new 
approach that simply gets 
things done with maximum 

He should know that the 
spokesman for Jim Mather is 
and will remain Jim Mather.  

Another first 
for McCaig
Sir,
Whilst most complaints 
against our elected 
representatives are that they 
are unresponsive and remote, 
McCaig whinges that Jim 
Mather, MSP for Argyll and 
Bute, has had the temerity 
to respond to bring some 
balance to his negativity.

His current whine involves 
an event that he did not 
even attend but that a friend 
grumbled about.

As numerous others are on 
record as having enjoyed the 
event, perhaps his friend has 
a similar carping nature to 
that of McCaig. I prefer the 
more positive View from My 
Tower.
Dorothy Macdonald, 
Arisaig, Crannag A 
Mhinisteir, Oban. 

Speed camera   
debate
Sir, 
I write regarding The Oban 
Times story ‘Police tactics to 
cut accidents on A82 under 
scrutiny’, August 27. 

I would suggest that the 
police spokesperson who 
stated that ‘to exceed the 
speed limit to overtake is 
putting yourself and other 
road users at risk’ is talking 
rubbish.

If he or she attended an 
advanced driving course at 
the Scottish Police College 
they would discover that 
you should, when safe to 
do so, ‘get out, get past and 
get back in’ as quickly and 
safely as possible because 
time spent on the wrong side 
of the road is dangerous to 
you and other road users. 

Please spokesperson, stop 
trying to justify putting 
cameras in non dangerous 
money-making locations 
and listen to people like 
Councilor Foxely and those 
who live in the real world.

Road, Inverlochy.

Sir,
My family and I recently 
spent a wet week in Oban on 
holiday. 

On a drier day, we took a 
trip to Fort William and we 
were immediately aware of 
the main reason why people 
would come to the Fort. 
Outdoor activities seems to 
be the theme that the town 
follows and a great many 
shops and services cater to 
that need. 

Oban, in contrast, doesn’t 
seem to have that main focus 
and I got to wondering if 
Oban knows what the main 
reason is for people visiting. 
Once you’ve arrived, there 
are plenty B&B’s/hotels to 

house you and a lot of places 
wanting to part you from 
your holiday funds but my 
challenge is more basic than 
that - why would you come 

place lacks focus, unlike 
other places such as Fort 
William. 

‘Gateway to the isles’? 
Yes, but that’s not going to 
keep Oban going if people 
just pass through. Is it time 
for Oban’s council to discuss 
having a unique selling point 
for Oban? They could do 
worse than try to emulate the 
success of the appeal of the 
Fort.
Dave Crawford, 

Oban needs a focus like Fort

THEY are as iconic to Scotland as haggis and tartan – and to 
some just as unpalitable, but Highland games, love them or 
loath them, have become an important slice of the Scottish 
tourism carrot which lures thousands of visitors from far 
and wide to our shores.

Competitors across all the sectors that make up this strange, 
almost Victorian, image of what we Scots do with our spare 
time, continually raise the standard of piping, dancing, light 
athletics and heavyweight events to a level that not only 
attracts worldwide admiration and replication, but serious 
monetary reward. The importance of ‘traditional’ events 

a national industry – before the ‘carrot’ has wilted.

Fair play with the games
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Poignant war memories 

THE beach at Ganavan on Saturday 
afternoon was a place to stop and re-
member, especially for those who are 
connected with the RAF. 

Three occasions came close together: 
the 25th anniversary of 2521 Oban High 
School Squadron of the Air Training 

dedication of the war memorial to 210 
Squadron at Ganavan and, of course, 
the 60th anniversary of the Second 
World War. 

Pitts Special with a demonstration 
of aerobatics and displays of model 
aircraft on the ground. 

Among those attending the event was 
Tom Lennox, a veteran of 210 Squadron 
which was stationed at Ganavan and 

of the Atlantic to spot enemy warships 

convoys.

also there. He helped rekindle the Air 
Training Corp in Oban.

SOUTH America met the West 
Highlands on Saturday when the 
bride and groom left Muckairn Parish 
Church and danced through the streets 
of Taynuilt to a samba band and the 
bagpipes.

26 members of her family and friends 
came to the wedding, with all the men 
entering into the spirit of the occasion 
and donning the kilt. 

The compliment was returned when 
a surprise was arranged for Eunice. 
She walked out on the arm of her new 
husband to be greeted by members of 
the Argyll Samba Project. 

the wedding party from the church 
to the Taynuilt Hotel for the wedding 
reception, where they joined up with 
piper Arthur Gillies. 
Last pupil returns as 

THE LAST pupil of Kilberry Primary 

has returned to school – this time as 
music teacher at Lochgilphead High. 

Having graduated with honours in 
education and music from the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama 
in Glasgow, Robert Leadbeater, aged 
22, has joined the secondary school.

As an eight year old, Robert made 
national headlines when he was the last 
pupil at Kilberry Primary, then more 
than 100 years old, when it closed in 

was pictured in this Times Educational 
Supplement as a pupil with his very own 
computer when Strathclyde Regional 
Council had a policy of equipping each 
school with at least one computer. 

‘ghost town’ 
PLANS to build a replacement National 
Trust for Scotland visitor centre in Glen-
coe were met with angry opposition 
at a public meeting in the village on 
Monday night.  Residents fear that the 
proposed centre, which will house a 60-
plus seater restaurant, will pull business 
away from the village turning it into a 
‘ghost town’. 

   
PIPING    

USA, 3 Marion Horsburgh, New Zealand; Senior Piobaireachd 1 Angus 
-

ing Silver Medal 1 Cameron Drummond, 2 Alastair Lee, Canada, 3 David 
Wilton; March Local  1 Laura MacMillan, 2 Sarah Muir, 3 Laura Underwood; 
Strathspey & Reel (Local) 1 Laura MacMillan, 2 Sarah Muir, 3 Scott McLean; 

Lee, Canada, 2 William Nichols, 3 Willie McIntyre, Edinburgh; Strathspey 
& Reel Grade ‘A’ 1 Niall Stewart, 2 Cameron Drummond, 3 Ian Speirs Ed-

K MacDonald, 3 Gordon MacCready; MacGregor Memorial Competition 1 

DANCING  
7 yrs and under 13 yrs (Local) Highland Fling 1 Rebecca Warnock, Dunbeg; 

-

Oban; Sword dance 1 Eilidh McKay, Appin; Reel 1 Eilidh McKay, Appin; 

Rebecca Warnock, Dunbeg; Sean Triubhas 1 Rebecca Warnock, Dunbeg; 2 
Chelsea Higgins; Strathspey & Tulluch 1 Rebecca Warnock, 2 Chelsea Higgins; 

Fling 1 Sarah Ketron USA, 2 Lesley Maiden, Canada, 3 Sarah Sohlberg USA;  
Sword Dance 1 Sarah Ketron, 2 Allannah Higgins, Sarah Sohlberg; Sean triub-
has1 Sarah Ketron, 2 Sarah Sohlberg, 3 Eilidh MacDonald, Canada; Strathspey 

Sarah Ketron. 16 yrs and over (Open) Highland Fling 1 Suvi Chisolm, USA; 
2 Shelley Reid, New Zealand, 3 Alexandra Saragossi,  Australia; Sword Dance 
1 Shelley Reid, New Zealand, 2 Alexandra Saragossi, 3 Suvi Chisolm; Sean 
Triubhas 1 Alexandra Saragossi; 2 Shelley Reid, 3 Suvi Chisolm; Strathspey 

Alexandra Saragossi.
TRACK & FIELD     

Stirling, 3 Craig Robertson, Pitreavie. Women 1 Sarah Inglis, Lothian 2.32.3; 

Campbeltown, 2 Craig Tomison, Mull, 3 Gary Turner, Campbeltown. Argyll-

Glasgow, 3 Alasdair Strange, Ft William. Women 1 Courtney MacGuire, Vic 

1David Clunie, Kilmore, 2 Matthew Turner, Campbeltown, 3 Ian McDowell. 

2 Neil Elliot, 3 David Colthart. Argyllshire Youth and Girls 100m 1 David 

-

Local 1 Stephen King, 2 Neil Elliot, 3 David Coultart . Argyllshire Triple 

3 Cameron Clark.
Women 1 Courtney MacGuire, Glasgow 33ft 10ins, 2 Hayley Steward, 
Somerset. Local 1 David Clunie, Oban, 2 Matthew Turner, 3 Ian McDowell, 

Stuart, Shettleston 11.16, 2 Alasdair Strange, 3 Calum Innes, Vic Park. Women 
1 Stacey Downie, Pitreavie 12.98, 2 Courtney MacGuire, Vic Park, 3 Hayley 
Steward.  Local 1 Frances Young, Connel, 2 Kayleigh Tennant, Oban. Scot-

3 Stephen King. Local 1 Stephen King, 2 Neil Elliot, 3 David Colthart. SGA 

Local 1 David Clunie, 2 Matthew Turner, 3 Ian McDowell. Argyllshire High 

Women 1 Courtney MacGuire 1.35, 2 Kayleigh Tennant, 3 Frances 
Young, Oban. Local 1 David Clunie, 2 Kayleigh Tennant, 3 Frances Young, 

Calum McGillvray, Lismore. Girls 1 Kelly Lamont, Oban, 12ft 7ins, 2 Kirsty 
Gillies, Oban, Amelia Inglis, Oban. Argyllshire 1600 Metres 1 Alastair Hay, 

Robb, Stephen King, Aaron Neighbour, Stuart Anderson. Local 1 Stephen 
King, 2 Stuart Anderson, 3 David Colthart. SGA Scottish 150 1 Allan Stuart 

2Courtney MacGuire 3 Hayley Steward. Local 1 David Clunie, 2 Matthew 

61.26 2 Richard Thomson, 3 Callum McGillivray, Lismore. Girls 1 Kelly 
Lamont, Oban 77.01, 2 Abigail Evans, Oban, 3 Sian Henderson, Mull. Heavy 

1 Stephen King, 2 David Colthart, 3 Stuart Anderson. Tug of War 1 Strathar-

Logierait, 53.83, 2 Colin Welsh3 Craig Stuart, Kilbarchan.  Women 1 Stacy 

Somerled, 2 Dairmid 3Fingal. Argyllshire 28lb weight for distance 1 Aaron 

Stephen King, 3 David Colthart. Scottish Games 3200m 1 Alastair Hay 2 Conor 

3 Eric Riddell. Girls 1 Abigail Evans, Oban 3.32, 2 Freya Corner, Inverary. 

1in, 3rd Eq Stephen King, Stuart Anderson. Local 1 Stephen King, 2 Neil 
Elliot, 3 David Colthart. 1600m Handicap 1 Conor McNulty 2 Alastair Hay 

McLeod, Stornoway, 3 David Watson, Glasgow.
CHAMPIONS    
Argyllshire Sprint Championship Open 1 Allan Stuart, 2 Colin Welsh, 3rd Eq 
Alasdair Strange, Craig Robertson. 
Women 1 Stacey Downie, 2 Courtney MacGuire, 3 Hayley Steward. Local 
1 Matthew Turner. 
Argyllshire Middle Distance Champion Open 1 Alastair Hay, 2 Conor McNulty, 

1 Matthew Turner, 2 Craig Tomison. 
Light Event Champion 1 Alasdair Strange, 2 David Watson, 3 Calum Innes. 
Women 1 Courtney MacGuire, 2 Hayley Steward, 3rd eq Kayleigh Tennant, 
Frances Young. Local 1 David Clunie, 2 Matthew Turner. 

Coultart. Girls 1 Kirsty Lamont, 2 Abigail Evans.

Neighbour, 3 Stephen King. Local 1 Stephen King, 2 Stuart Anderson. 

Strange, 3 David Clunie.

TWENTY-eight-year-old 
Alastair Dunn must have 
known that this was going 
to be his year for the Argyll-
shire Gathering gold medal 
in piobaireachd.

Each year he has had a 
good year in piping, some 

happened in his life.
Last Wednesday he won 

The Highland Society of 
London’s gold medal – just 
weeks before he is due to 

time.
‘Every year I have won 

been a major event,’ said 
Alastair, who hails from 
Newtownards, Northern 
Ireland but lives in Glasgow 
with his wife Margaret, who 
he married the year he won 
the gold at the Northern 
Meeting.

Margaret, also from 
Ireland, is a top piper and 
a former march, Strathspey 
and reel (MSR) winner at 
the Argyllshire Gathering 

and was due to compete 
herself last week until she 
became pregnant.

The pair met and got 
together at a piping 
competition in 2001 
although they had known 
of each other before and 
got engaged the year 
Alastair won a medal at the 
Argyllshire Gathering.

Pipe sergeant with the Field 
Marshall Montgomery Pipe 

in Grade 1 at the World 

recently, Alastair has 
entered the Argyllshire gold 
competition four times.

‘Last year I was so 
disappointed that I was 

either going to quit or work 
harder and I took the latter, 
thankfully, worked harder 
and won it!’ he said.

‘I did a lot of work, 
recording myself and 
making sure that I was doing 
things the way I wanted to 
do it.’

His tutor is another gold 
medal winner and top piper 
Roddy MacLeod, Glasgow.

‘I have been going to him 
for lessons since 2001. I got 
the tunes up and running 
and he guided me on the 

He is a fantastic teacher and 
in my opinion he is one of 
the best.’

Alastair works as general 
manager at RG Hardie 
bagpipe makers and 
designed his own pipes, 
right down to the silver foot 
on his chanter, which he 
only started using a week or 
so before the competition.

MacColl won the senior 
piobaireachd, which he 

and 2005; Cameron 
Drummond won the silver 

won the former winners 
MSR and Craig Sutherland 
won the Highland Society 
of London’s MacGregor 
Memorial medal.
Results:
Highland Society of Lon-
don Gold Medal: 1 Alastair 

Russell, 5 Andrew Hayes; 
Senior Piobaireachd: 1 An-
gus MacColl, 2 Niall Stew-

McCallum; Former Winners 

2 Stuart Liddell, 3 Gordon 

Silver Medal:   1 Cameron 
Drummon, 2 Alastair Lee, 3 

-

Highland Society of Lon-
don’s MacGregor Memorial 
Medal: 1 Craig Sutherland, 
2 Craig Muirhead, 3 Keith 
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Expectant father strikes 
gold at Gathering

Hard work 
rewards 
piper
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Across
1 Consequently (4)
3 May be caused by a depletion of 

bicarbonates (8)
9 Bombastic (7)
10 Shed skin (5)
11 Large fireworks (5,7)
14 Ace (3)
16 The "U" in UHF (5)
17 Slippery fish (3)
18 Close men (4,8)
21 Cooked and shaped dough (5)
22 Delicately (7)
23 A leather (8)
24 In short, 'language of the camp' (4)

Down
1 Places to go to feel good about ourselves? 

(3,5)
2 Not bright (5)
4 Something to chew (3)
5 Hamper (12)
6 40 winks (4-3)
7 Sheltered from harm (4)
8 Sudden advances (7,5)
12 Platform (5)
13 Wish happiness on (5,3)
15 Animal which feigns death when in 

danger (7)
19 Fragrant compound (5)
20 Iridescent gem (4)
22 Wreath (3)



OBAN
Caledonian
Marts
Suffolk: £61.50 Frackersaig, 
Lismore;
SuffolkX: £56.50 Seaview; 
Continental: £55.20 56 
Tangasdale, Barra; 
Texel: £55.50 Drumvore; 

Lismore;
Cheviot: £52.20 2 
Maoldomhnaich, Barra; 
CheviotX: £50.50 Iochbar, 
Mull;
Mule : £47.20 Fiart, Lismore 
and Strongorm; 
Cross:  £46.80 Drumvore; 
Blackface: £35.50 Laganulva, 
Mull;
BlackfaceX: £33.20 
Pennygown.

ISLAY      
United
Auctions
Lambs
Texel X:
£100 Ardbeg;  £70 Neriby;  
£65 Claggan;  £63 14 West 
End;  £62.50  Claggan  £62 
Blackrock  £60 Neriby  
£59 Blackrock, Neriby,  
and Lossit  £58.50 Coull  
£58 Island and Kirkby  
£57.50  Tallant, Ardbeg 
and Neriby  £57  Claggan  

£54.50  Balaclava  £52.50  
Coull  £52.00  Kilmeny  
£51 Machrie, Island and 
Balaclava  £50 Carrabus and 
Smaladh.
Suffolk X: £68. Smaladh  
£63 Neriby  £61 Starchmill, 
Eorrabus and Coull  £60 
Island  £58.50  Kilchiaran  
£58 Coull, Eorrabus and 
Ballachlaven  £57.50 
Coull  £57 Blackrock and 
Pairc A Chlassan  £56.50  
Smaladh  £56  Island  £55.50  
Claggan and Eorrabus  £55 
Neriby  £53.50 Coull, Island 
and Claggan  £53 Pairc 
–AClassan  £52  Coull and 
Machrie  £51 Ballachlaven 
and Smaladh  £50 Frederick 
Crescent, Island and Neriby.
Beltex X: £60Ardbeg
Cross: £55  PaircAChlassan  
£54   Coull
Mule: £53 Neriby  £52.50  
Claggan  £52Eorrabus
Blackface: £37.50  Cnoc Na 
Faire  £36.50  11 Charlotte 
Street  £35 Frederick 
Crescent
Ewes
Cross: £56.50  Claggan  
£49.50  Tallant   £48.50  
Ardbeg  £46.50 Carrabus  
£43 Kilchiaran
Blackface: £31Kilchiaran  
£30 Ardbeg.
Prices per kilo
Texel X: 159p  Smaladh;  
148p  Carrabus and 
Blackrock; 147p  Smaladh  
146p Balaclava;  145p 

Kirkby;  144p Balaclava;  
143p  Carrabus and 
Balaclava  141p  Blackrock  
140p Tallant.
Suffolk X:
145p  Smaladh  143p  
Frederick Crescent and 
Island  142p  Blackrock  
141p  Coull.
Beltex X:144p - Kirkby

FORT 
WILLIAM
Dingwall and 
Highland
Marts
Lambs:
SuffolkX: Ardtornish Farms, 
£47.50;
TexelX: Dalreoch, £49; 
LleynX: Glenquoich, £49; 
Cross: Ardnamurchan Estate, 
Kilchoan, and Ardtornish 
Farms, £45.50; 
Cheviot: Glenquoich, £48;
CharollaisX: 19
Blarmafoldach, £44.50; 
Bluefaced Leicester:  Traigh 
Farm, Arisaig, £41; 
Blackface: Hillside Farm, 
Kilchoan, and Branault 
Partners, Acharacle, £40; 
Mule: 9 Bunlossit, Roy 
Bridge, £45; 
Hebridean: 6 Fort William 
Road, Fort Augustus, £40; 
Suffolk:Traigh Farm, £38.
Feeding sheep:
Cheviot: Kilmonivaig, Spean 

Bridge, £30; 
Cross: Duror, Glenelg, £28; 
SuffolkX: 12 Portnalong, 
Carbost, £28; 
Bl;ackface: Keppoch Farm, 
Roy Bridge, and Brae Eynort, 
Carbost, £28.

STORNOWAY 
Dingwall and 
Highland
Marts
Lambs
SuffolkX: Glebe Farm, Upper 
Barvas, £55, Blackhill, Lochs 
Road, £54.50; 
Cross: 2A Back, Isle of 
Lewis, £54.50, 50 Garrabost, 
Isle of Lewis, £50.50; 
Cheviot: 5 East Street, 
Sandwick, £52, 30 Gravir, 
South Lochs, £43.50; 
Texel: 3 Tong, Tong, £48; 
TexelX: 2A Back, £47.50, 
Glebe Farm, £46.50; 
Blackface: 26 Back, £40, 
28B Galson, Borve, £38.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland
Marts
Mid Sutherland: 
TexelX: 12 Airdens, Bonar 
Bridge, and 185 Migdale, 
Bonar Bridge, £56; 
SuffolkX: Invercharron, 

Ardgay, £55.50; 
Blackface: Humpton, 
Spinningdale, £36; 
Cross: Mid Fearn, Ardgay, 
£53;
Easycare: 5 Easter 
Kilmachalmag, Strathkyle, 
£43;
Skye and Outer Isles: 
TexelX: Strathaird Farm, 
Broadford, £54.50; 
SuffolkX:  7/8 South 
Duntulm, Portree, £55; 
Blackface: 11 Glenconon, 
Isle of Skye, £37.50; 
Cheviot: 3 Tarskavaig, Sleat, 
£43.50;
Cross  Millburn, Strathaird, 
£44;
Zwarbles  7 Tarskavaig, £41; 
Caithness:
TexelX:  Barrogill Mains, 
£58.50;
SuffolkX:  Inkstack, Barrock, 
and Barrogill Mains, £51; 
Cheviot:  21 Baligill, 
£49.50;
BeltexX  Brabster Cottage, 
Canisbay, £50.50; 
East Sutherland: 
TexelX:  189 Fleucharry, 
Dornoch, £55.50; 
SuffolkX: 217 Lednabirichen, 
Dornoch, £50; 
Blackface:  211 
Lednabirichen, Dornoch, 
£28.50;
North West Sutherland: 
TexelX:  68 Foindle, Lairg, 
£62;
Inverness and South: 
TexelX:  Dunlichity Farm, 

Farr, £59; 
SuffolkX: Beinn Ghlas, 
Beauly, £56.50; 
Blackface:  Bogallan, £26; 
Cheviot: Wester Balblair, 
Beauly, £52.50; 
Mule  Borlum Farm, Fort 
Augustus, £48; 
Cross  Garbeg, 
Drumnadrochit, £43.50; 
Mid Ross and Black Isle: 
TexelX:  Mulchaich, Conon 
Bridge, and Mitchell Hill, 
Dingwall, £58; 
SuffolkX:  Drumore, 
Evanton, and Woodlands, 
Dingwall, £55.50; 
Blackface: Cypress Cottage, 
Achterneed, £27; 
BeltexX Ivy Cottage, 
Strathpeffer, £46; 
North West Ross: 
TexelX:  Eilean Darrach, 
Dundonnell, £53; 
Wester Ross: 
TexelX:  2 Camusterrach, 
Applecross, £51.50; 
SuffolkX:  21 Port Henderson, 
Gairloch, £53.50; 
Cross  Cuilaneilan, 
Kinlochewe, £44; 
Easter Ross: 
TexelX:  Ballachraggan 
Farm, Kildary, £62; 
SuffolkX:  Inchindown, 
Invergordon, £50; 
Blackface:  The Retreat, 
Kildary, £30; 

House, Portmahomack, £59; 
Cross  Inchindown, £50.

U A sells Islay Show 
champion lambs to £100 
per head in Islay
and sheep at Islay Auction Mart when they sold an 
increased entry of 1,875 head.

Lambs average weight was 38.2 kilo’s (39.9 kilos 
last year) and sold to average of £51.23 per head.

The Islay Show champion pen of three Texel 
lambs, consigned by Miss E MacMillan, Ardbeg 
Farm, sold at £100 per head to Islay butcher, Mr 
William McFarlane, Bowmore.  

A good offering of lambs were on offer and sold 
to customers from England, Wales and throughout 
Scotland.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 3,616 
store sheep of all classes at Fort William last Friday 
when the overall sale average was £11.96 up on the 
corresponding sale of last year with an increased 
entry. 

keenly bid for.
Lambs averaged £35.19 per head and sold to 

£50 twice for Texel crosses from Glenquoich, 
Invergarry, and Dalreoch, Roy Bridge. Texel crosses 
from Dalreoch sold to £49 as did Lleyns from 
Glenquoich.

Feeding sheep sold to £37 for Cheviots from 
Carbostbeg Sheep Stock Club, Isle of Skye and 330 
for Cheviots from Kilmonivaig, Spean Bridge.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd sold 2,213 
sheep at Stornoway last Wednesday when all classes 
of lambs met a very satisfactory demand similar to 
other centres. 

Overall sale averages showed an increase of £12.30 
on the corresponding sale last year with less stock on 
offer. Store lambs averaged £30.98 and sold to £68 
for Crosses from Steinish, Stornoway.

Feeding sheep sold to £30 for cross ewes from 24 
Laxay, Isle of Lewis.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd had forward 
3,554 store lambs and feeding ewes at Oban.

Store lambs sold to £64.50 for a pen of Texels from 

Suffolk lambs averaged £45.72, with texels 
averaging £42.22 and Mules £39.04.

Cheviot lambs averaged £39.37.
Feeding ewes sold to £88 for Texels from Mr 

McColl, Croft 2 Fanmore, Isle of Mull.

THE Mull and Morvan 
Sheepdog trials were held at 

August 20. 
Although the weather 

looked lees than promising in 
the morning, it cleared away 
by the time the trials started 
to give good conditions for 
both the competitors and 
the many spectators that 
attended.

Unfortunately there were 
several shepherds and 
their dogs that had hoped 
to compete but because 

road around Kilmartin they 
were unable to get through. 
Thankfully those who did 
make it, and had travelled 

and Roy Bridge, offered 
to run their dogs twice to 
entertain the crowd. 

The judge Mr G 
MacDonald, Lochgilphead 
awarded points on the 
average of the two runs.

The trials president 
Mr Steve Irvine thanked 
everyone concerned for 
their help and support in the 
setting up and running of the 
trials and also to the judge 
and his timekeeper Mrs 
Simpson.

The food and refreshments 
were as ever abley provided 
and served by Mrs Catherine 
MacIver. As well as being 
the gatekeeper and selling 

MacLean also made a great 
job of presenting the prizes!
Results : 
1st overall S Davidson, 
Sandbank with Jim  90 pts.
2nd A Simpson, Crieff with 
Loos – 84 pts
3rd R McDiarmond, 
Cairndow  with Jim – 83 pts
4th R McDiarmond, Caindow 
with Jim – 82 pts
The local cup was won by I 
Thompson
Best out run - A. Simpson 
with Lad
Best lift and best shed - A. 
Simpson with Loos
Best drive – S. Davidson 
with Jim
Best Pen – B. Strachan with 
Bonnie
Two dog aggregate R. 
McDiarmond with Jim

Davidson
wins
Mull and 
Morvern
sheepdog
trial

Lismore lambs lead Oban

Stornoway sale up £12.30p

Fort William trade rises

IN WHAT can only be 

union meeting, west coast 
farmers gave a unanimous 
thumbs down to enforced 
electronic ear tagging in 
sheep.

EU legislation to 
electronically tag every 
sheep aged over one year 
comes into force in January. 
But farmers at a meeting 
held at Oban mart, on Friday 
night, are determined to say 
‘no’ to the legislation - even 

to make their strongly-held 
feelings known.

A meeting, chaired by 
Sybil Macpherson, vice 
president of the National 
Sheep Assocoation Scotland 
(NSAS) and local committee 
member of the National 
Farmers Union Scotland 
(NFUS), brought together 
hill and upland farmers from 

as far apart as Lochgoilhead, 
Kintyre and the Isle of Mull 
to hear what legislation 
would entail and the reaction 
of sheep producers.

NFUS vice president, Nigel 
Miller, said that they were 
hoping to achieve a Scottish 
compromise. This would 
mean that sheep would only 
be tagged when they entered 
a critical control point – such 
as a market, ferry or point-of-
sale and a single convenient 

farm.
But local farmers argued 

the compromise brokered by 
the union would be of little 

would still have to go off the 
farm to winter and therefore 
be tagged. 

Mr Miller urged farmers ‘to 
work within the rules, and 
bend them where possible.’

He said: ‘Use the one-year 

slaughter derogation and if 
they are not to be slaughtered 
at the end of that time then 
tag them.’

Mr Miller agreed that the 
legislation was ‘high cost, 
unnecessary and will not 
work’ but said that farmers 
were likely to lose out on 
the Single Farm Payment if 
they did not comply. And as a 
further blow - as France had 
agreed to comply with the 
legislation, the French were 
unlikely to accept any lambs 
from the UK - therefore losing 
our main export market.

George Milne of the 
NSA has already been to 
Brussels to speak to other 

legislation.
He said that unless the west 

coast farmers took a stand 
against the legislation then 
they would be the hardest hit. 
In a rousing speech he urged 

farmers to protest with him at 
parliaments in Scotland and 
Brussels.

He said: ‘If we do not 
electronically tag our sheep 
we will not be able to sell 
them at market. If we do tag 
our sheep it will be the end of 
the road for Argyll farmers.’

Politicians Alan Reid 
MP and Jamie McGrigor 
MSP were on hand to take 
the protest back to their 
respective governments. 

Mr McGrigor said: ‘This 
legislation is devastating for 
sheep producers. 

‘I will make sure it is 
discussed at the Scottish 
parliament and I make 
farmers’ feelings known.’

Mr Reid said: ‘The British 
cabinet seems to have made 
a deal with Europe that 
is detrimental to Scottish 
farmers. I can see that it 
may lead to further land 

abandonment in Argyll. I will 
be writing to Mr Benn and 
ask to meet with him urgently 
on this issue.’

Former NFUS leader John 
Cameron said: ‘I can see 
that this legislation will lead 
to more farmers leaving 
their land. Is this the end for 
farming?

‘If farmers are forced to 
carry out the ear tagging of 
sheep it will be the end of an 
era and the countryside will 
be no more.’

In a show of hands almost 

indicated they were likely 
give up farming within a 
year of the legislation being 
implemented.

Farmers were urged to join 
the Scottish Sheep Tagging 
Trail to prove how useless 
the legislation will be – more 
details can be found at www.
scoteid.com.

Sheep on Scotland’s hills could soon be a thing of the past if legislation relating to electronic ear tagging becomes law in January

Argyll sheep farmers voice 
their anger over tagging move
‘If farmers are forced to carry out the ear tagging of sheep it will be the end 
of an era and the countryside will be no more.’ - Former NFUS leader John Cameron
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POULTRY FOR SALE
P.O.L, Rhode Island Red,
 Light Sussex, Welsumer,

Cream Legbar.
Scots Dumpy Trios

Tel: 01786 842788 Evenings
www.dtrbp.co.uk

e-mail: wackwack1@btinternet.com

ARGO FOR SALE
2002,

MODEL:V899/45, 
1110 HOURS, 

HALF CAB, WINCH, 
ROLL BARS.

over £2000
Please call Bidwells on

01397 702433

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE,
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

A.A.McIntyre Poultry
Point of lay Pullets, Kaki 
Campbell Ducks, Geese, 

Grower turkeys. Meat chicks, 
cobbs and hubbards d/o and 
growers, also Cherry Valley 

Meat Ducks. 
Poultry housing and equipment

Delivery all areas

Tel: 01292 591266 
or 07779 311149

FOR SALE
Pedigree Angus Bull, 

Elliot Elvis of Rawburn, 
4 years 8 months,

Telephone 
01680 300371
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West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

Ganavan Sands Developments Ltd
Oban 01631 566479  www.ganavansands.com

Ganavan Sands 
Own a home on one of Britain’s award winning beaches

1/3 of the 
development sold

New bungalow 
designs on

plots 20 and 21 

Uninterrupted sea 
views from all 

remaining plots

Prices start 
from £385k

Show home open 
12-4pm daily

Recommended by the 
MCS Good Beach Guide – 

“Secluded with wonderful sea views 
     this is a peaceful beach destination.”

Land, Ruin or House 
with access to the sea 

wanted on West Coast 
mainland.

Anywhere between 
West Loch Tarbet and 

Arisaig.

Private buyer with 
funds available

07775 792 045
morgorm@tiscali.co.uk

STRATHNAVER GUEST HOUSE
DUNOLLIE ROAD

OBAN

WELL ESTABLISHED 
STB 3 STAR GUEST 
HOUSE IN EXCELLENT 
TRADING LOCATION 
ON MAIN A85 
ROAD TO OBAN. 
OVERLOOKS OBAN 
BAY AND ISAND OF KERRERA. 11 LETTING ROOMS. 
SPACIOUS OWNERS ACCOMMODATION. EXCELLENT PARKING. 
OUTLINE PLANNING FOR SELF CATERING UNIT. 
VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.   O/O £675,000.

FURTHER DETAILS PHONE 01631 563305 OR 0777 580 8863
Email: strathnaveroban@aol.com

KILMELFORD, ARGYLL
For Sale: Delightfully 
situated on the loch 
side, just to the south of 
the village, this modern 
Detached Bungalow
offers well proportioned 
and versatile accom-

from full double glazing and LPG central heating.  Compris-
ing:  Lounge, Dining Kitchen, Conservatory, 4 Bedrooms (1 
En-suite) & Shower Room. Attached garage/workshop.  Attrac-
tive established garden extending to the shoreline and Crown 
registered mooring. Offers over £300,000

KILCHRENAN, ARGYLL
For Sale: A beautiful-
ly restored traditional 
Detached House 
set in mature garden 
ground of over ½ an 
acre in a pretty west 
highland village close 

central heating, double glazing. Comprising Lounge, Liv-
ing Room, Dining Room, Kitchen, Conservatory, 4 Bed-
rooms ( 2 en-suite), family Bathroom, Cloakroom. Dou-
ble garage. Offers over £340,000

FANANS FARM, TAYNUILT
For Sale: An ap-
pealing small Amen-
ity Hill Farm in a 
delightful riverside 
setting and offering 
an interesting diver-
sity of pasture, low 
hill park grazing and 
mixed native woodland.  About 101 hectares (250 acres) 
in all; traditional steading with additional contemporary 
buildings and stock handling pens; attached 2/3 bedroom 
steading cottage; additional holiday cottage.  Consider-
able equestrian use potential. Offers around £450,000

COMBIE STREET, OBAN
For Sale:  A very well 
presented and sub-
stantially modernized 
Second Floor Flat 
conveniently located 
within easy reach of the 
town centre.  Accom-
modation comprises 
Hall, Lounge, Kitchen/
Dining Room, 2 Bedrooms, Bathroom.  Electric heating.  
Communal drying green.   Offers over £95,000

Campbeltown
3 Bedroom semi-
detached house in 
quiet residential area. 
The accommodation 
comprises of kitchen/
diner, lounge, 3 
bedrooms, bathroom, 
hallway and benefits from gas central heating. 
Generous family accommodation at a very realistic 
price.

10 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead,

Argyll,
PA31 8LZ

 Tel: 01546 603118
Tel: 07793 810749
Tel: 07799 504790
Fax: 01546 603733

17A Calton Avenue

Reduced Fixed Price: £75,000

Stewart Balfour & Sutherland
SOLICITORS & ESTATE AGENTS

THE PROPERTY SHOP

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbslaw.co.uk

Tel: 01586 553737

CAMPBELTOWN

New on Market

Tanderlane, Kilkerran Road

Tanderlane is a spacious DETACHED BUNGALOW 
occupying an elevated position with superb views across 
Campbeltown Loch to Davaar Island and beyond.  The bright 
and airy accommodation in need of updating comprises hall, 
sitting room, dining room, kitchen, 4 bedrooms, bathroom 
and separate WC.  Other benefits include oil-fired central 
heating, partial double glazing and expansive garden 
ground.  The selling agents are very pleased to recommend 
viewing of this property. Offers over £195,000

BY LOCHGILPHEAD

Marden, Lochgair 

Situated in the picturesque village of Lochgair, Marden is 
an extremely well-appointed DETACHED BUNGALOW
occupying an attractive plot within good-sized gardens.  The 
spacious accommodation comprises hall, sitting room, well-
fitted breakfasting kitchen, dining room / sunroom, utility 
room, 3 bedrooms (one en-suite) and a family bathroom.  
Other benefits include a garage, double glazing and oil-fired 
central heating.  Offers over £220,000

CLOSING DATES

17 Dell Road, Campbeltown

Formal offers should be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Tuesday 15 September 2009.

Corputechan Farmhouse, Bellochantuy

Formal offers should be submitted by 12 Noon on 
Wednesday 9 September 2009.

COMING TO THE MARKET SOON

Barochan House, Campbeltown 
29 Meadows Avenue, Campbeltown 
3 Knockscalbert Way, Campbeltown
Parkfergus Cottage, Machrihanish

FOR SALE

TO LET

WANTED

SERVICED OFFICE ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

01397 704994

TO LET - COMMERCIAL PREMISES
GLENCOE VILLAGE

coffeehouse, restaurant.
In excellent trading position. Approx. 700 sq.ft. 

Early entry date possible.
Minimum 5 year lease with rental of £6000 p.a.

Further Particulars from 
McIntyre & Company, Fort William.

Tel: (01397) 703231
E-mail: law@solicitors-scotland.com

Unique catering opportunity
on the Island of Canna

Café /Restaurant for lease together with 
residential accommodation

able to open the business by Easter 2010.
Canna is a remote island and has only 17 permanent 

residents. The community is interested in any additional 
skills applicants are able to offer.

To request an information pack and application form 
please e-mail Deb Baker, (Secretary, Canna Community 

Association) on debbaker21@yahoo.co.uk 

COMMERCIAL

McAlpine - Little
Jessica McAlpine and Stuart Little were 

married at Tarbert Parish Church. Jessica is 
the elder daughter of Douglas and Marilyn 
McAlpine, Tarbert, and Stuart is the son of 
Sheila MacIntosh and the late Hugh Little, 

Campbeltown.

The Oban Times Wedding Album

Elder - Wilson
Corrina Elder and Stephen Wilson, both of 

Muirend, Glasgow, were married at St Mary’s 

House Hotel. The bride and groom have 
family ties with Lochaber.

Photograph by Highland Photos.

Pickering - MacBrayne
Marte Pickering and Lorne MacBrayne of 

Lochgilphead were married at Minard Castle. 
The couple held a reception in Ardrishaig 

Public Hall.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg.

Leitch - MacTavish
Frances Leitch and Iain MacTavish, both 

of Sunnybrae, Corpach, Fort William, were 
married at The Moorings Hotel, Banavie, 

where they also held their reception.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan.

Taylor - Matheson
Carol Taylor and Angus Matheson were 

married at Lowson Memorial Church, Forfar. 
The couple held a reception at the Panmure 
Arms Hotel, Edzell. Carol is the daughter 

The couple honeymooned in the Dominican 
Republic.

TO LET
3 Bedroom House 

with Garden

Lochawe

£470 pcm 
Sorry no D.S.S.

Tel: 07770 737654

FOR RENT
Oban Town 

Centre
1 / 2 bedroom 

flat
£450 pcm 
plus bills

01631 566242

PORT 
ASKAIG

Th ree bedroomed 
accommodation

for long let, 
unfurnished.
Telephone 

07590482487

FLAT TO LET
IDEAL FOR UP TO 
TWO STUDENTS

Furnished, one bedroom 
overlooking Ruchill Park 

nearby student village and 
less than two miles from 
Glasgow and Glasgow 
Caledonian Universities
£550 pm for ten months 

plus utilities
Contact Jackie on 

01631 567798

LARGE 
DETACHED 

HOUSE TO LET
CONNEL
VILLAGE

£750 pcm excluding 
C/Tax & Bills

References required
Tel: 01631 710720

FLAT TO LET 
(private entrance)
CONNEL VILLAGE

2 BEDROOMS
£500 pcm 
excluding

C/Tax & Bills
References required
Tel: 01631 710720

HOUSE TO LET 
FORT WILLIAM

2 Bedroom, end 

terraced house in quiet 

area of Caol Village, 

fully furnished, oil CH, 

references required. 

07918 907759

HOUSE TO LET
On farm near 

SPEAN BRIDGE 
4 Bedrooms, 
all amenities, 

immediate entry,
6 months minimum let, 
references required, 

£650pcm + bills.
Telephone  

07833151430 or 
07828552795

FLAT FOR RENT

No DSS

£420 p.c.m + Council Tax
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Post: Assistant Sales/Technician

Date: 01.09.09
Location: Lochgilphead
Storvik Ltd is a dynamic and growing supplier in the Aquaculture Industry 
who is currently seeking to recruit a dynamic individual to assist their 
engineer in the workshop and on sites both in the U.K and abroad.
In addition, the successful candidate will assist in sales within their 
global customer base. This position will involve travel, both national and 
international. A clean licence is essential. Experience in Aquaculture 
preferred.

If you consider yourself dynamic, enthusiastic, interested in travel, sales and 
hard work then please apply in writing.
Salary negotiable.

This is a full time permanent position and has excellent career 
opportunities.

Please send your CV with a cover letter to:
General Manager
Storvik Ltd
Unit 16
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead
PA31 8RR Closing Date: 01.10.09

Shore Street Dental Surgery
A vacancy has arisen for a 

Full Time Dental Nurse

training will be given.

 Shore Street Dental Surgery, 

Female Care 
Worker seeks 

work in 
Oban area. 

Friendly with high 
standards and 

Clean driving 

Tel 07918 660344

JOB SEARCH

We are looking for a full time Mechanic to come and work on our varied fleet across Lochaber.
You could enjoy the benefits of: genuine job security, working for a large professional organisation, 
training opportunities,  a friendly supportive team, and a competitive package.  If you have City & 
Guilds or NVQ3 level qualifications we would like to hear from you.

To apply send your CV to:  David Beaton, Operations Manager, Stagecoach in Lochaber. 4 Ardgour 
Road, Caol, Fort William or call: 01397 702373

FIND OUT ABOUT A CAREER IN THE INFANTRY
In the Army you will not only gain new skills and meet new people, you will also earn £16,681 
a year after training. Come along to speak with one of our Careers Advisors or give us a call at 
Dumbarton Army Careers Information Office on 01389 763 303 to arrange an appointment.

HATCHERY TECHNICIAN
Lakeland Smolt Ltd is the largest supplier of 
salmon eggs and smolts in the UK.  We are 
looking to recruit two hatchery technicians to join 
our small teams at Cairndow and Furnace.  You 
will preferably have hatchery experience and 
be prepared to participate in a one-in-four week 
stand-by rota, during which time you will have to be 
resident in the village.  Some technical knowledge 
would be an advantage and a driving licence is 
essential.  The successful candidate will receive 
a generous remuneration package which includes 
stand-by allowance, a generous pension scheme 
and target-driven bonus.

Applications in writing to:
Violet McDougall
Lakeland Smolt Ltd
Tigh MhicLeoid
3 Lochnell Street
Lochgilphead
PA31 8JL

LAKELAND
SMOLT

The Widemouth Frog at Dunstaffanage Marina, by Oban
Are building their new team.
Friendly efficient staff, new menus, new look, be part of it this summer.

Positions available, Waiting and Bar staff and Kitchen staff.
Please Contact Carina on 01631 567 005
Contact me on the above number to confirm further details,

DRIVETIMES

£2950

White
53 plate

60K miles
MOT’d TAX until Jan 2010

Telephone: 
01631 730444

FORD CONNECT 
VAN

£1000 o.n.o.

KAWASAKI KX65 2005

Good condition.

Telephone: 
07767 795210 

£3000

RENAULT KANGOO VAN

56 reg White, Diesel.
1 years Mot

Excellent Condition.

Telephone: 
07500 786612

£1500

SUBARU LEGACY OUTBACK ESTATE
Year 2001 Automatic,

Mot till feb 2010
Good clean Car.

Telephone: 
0750078661

£2600 o.n.o.

JCB 926 FORKLIFT ROUGH TERRAIN
4WD

Good starter.

Telephone: 
Lismore

01631 760204

VW DIESEL 
CAMPERVAN

£5000
1994, 2/4 berth, H&C water, Blow heating and double 

glazing. Hob, fridge and cassette toilet
Tax and MOT’d, Ready to go.

Tel: 01880 820505 £250 o.n.o.

S Reg, 3 door hatchback, green, PAS, elec pack, 
sunroof, many new parts, excellent body, 4 good 

tyres, MOT Feb, tax November, only 63,000 miles.
For spares or repair.

Telephone: 
01586 550171

ROVER 216 SI 
16V AUTO

TARBERT MEDICAL CENTRE

Vacancy for a 
part time receptionist

Doreen Inskip 01880 820219

ARGYLL CAFÉ
Argy l l  S t r e e t ,  Lo c h g i l p h e ad

Looking for confident, well presented 
individuals to join our team

Applicants must be over 18.
Experience in food service preferred. 

Applications in writing.

£950 ono

4 stroke enduro road / trail bike
“S” reg but low mileage

Good condition

On Isle of Arran
 Tel 07717 536 981

HONDA XLR 200 
MOTORBIKE

£3000 ONO

HONDA HRV 4WD 3DR
52 REG, EXCELLENT 

CONDITION,VERY LOW 
MILAGE,TAX & TEST,AIR 

CON & ELECTRIC EVERY-
THING!

CAN DELIVER

Telephone: 
01505 864314 

(EVENINGS)

£1500 o.n.o.

Y REGISTRATION FORD TRANSIT TIPPER 
Approximately 119,000 miles

Good Condition
Taxed for six months

It has an MOT Exemption 
Certificate for the Island.
Please contact John 

Robertson for further 
enquiries 01770 (Arran) 

860243

Offers over £2500

VAUXHALL VIVARO 1.9 DTI LWB VAN
2003 registered, 77k miles, 

fully serviced, taxed and 
MOT’d

Excellent condition, fully 
lined plus roof rack.

Telephone: 
Brodick 303333 or 

07944 918 415

£2695 o.n.o.

RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE
54,000 miles only, 52 
plate, taxed with full 
years MOT, very good 

condition, recently serv-
iced with new cambelt.

Telephone: 
01631 562467

£1700

PIONEER 13FT WITH 10H.P. ENGINE AND TRAILER

All new condition.

Telephone: 
01631 760337

EXAMPLE

ARRAN YACHT CLUB
BOAT SALE
Sailing Dinghies

Fishing Boats Yachts 
from 18ft

Phone Gavin Fulton 
01770 600705 or 

Gus McLeod on 01770 700353

SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS 
www.arranyachtclub.co.uk

Miramar
Lamlash

KA27 8JU
T

MIKE RING 27FT, 
TWIN 130HP HONDA

Mike ring 27ft, twin 130hp Honda direct injection four stroke engines 50kts, 
extras,overall cover, twin axle trailer, A+ condition. Poa, Orkney 16, 20hp four stoke 

engine. Northcraft 6mt 115 Honda as new
Due to various reasons, Atlantic Ribs will no longer be operating from Bellanock garage, 

from November, but will ether find new premises or be operating a mobile service.
Ribs and fishing boats wanted for sale, if you need advice on buying ether a new or 

second hand rib or fishing boat please feel free to call

Tel Tim: 07900654862

£550

with:-
1 - aluminium mast & boom

1 - set racing sails   ( jib & main )
1 - set cruising sails ( jib & main )
1 - wooden mast with cruising sail

1 - road trailer complete with lighting 
board

1 - boat cover

All in good condition

please call Fort William 
01397 703542

or 07909790552

“MIRACLE” SAILING 
DINGHY 12’9” LONG 18’ YACHT AND 

TRAILER

£1600

Complete with sails and masts.
Tel: 01967 421227 or

07787 838517

£650 o.n.o.

SMALL SEAGULL ENGINE AND TRAILER
Boat has buoyancy tanks (unsinkable), bilge pump, 

oars and anchor.  Clean safe sea going boat in 
good condition.

On Isle of Arran    Tel 07717 536 981 

14 FOOT FIBREGLASS 
OPEN BOAT

It Pays to Party!
Earn money for Christmas 

selling award winning 
Cosmetics and Jewellery with 

VIE at home. Choose your 
hours, get free local training 
and have a lot of fun along 

the way! Call me Amanda on 
01397 712858 or 
07776 480444.

Help needed 
to get up in the 

morning for lady 
with M.S living at 

Kilmore. 

hours per week 
-  Monday to Friday 

£9 per hour 
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Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford 
dealer for new and used sales, 

service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors 
North Road 
Fort William 

Tel: 01397 700110

The £2,000 scrappage allowance is subject to qualification and may be withdrawn at any time

New Ford Focus 1.6 Style 5dr

New Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr

New Ford KA Studio 

R.R.P £16,945
Ben Nevis Motors Price

£12,945
Discount £2,000 
Scrappage
Allowance
£2,000

R.R.P £13,195
Ben Nevis Motors Price

£10,695
Discount £500 
Scrappage
Allowance
£2,000

R.R.P £8,595
Ben Nevis Motors Price

£6,595
Scrappage
Allowance
£2,000

08 58 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec Moondust Silver 11246 miles £16,495
08 58 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S 3dr Panther Black  5200 miles £12,995
07 57 Mini Cooper Convertible 3dr  British Racing Green  5000 miles £12,995
07 07 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 5dr Panther Black Remote Central Locking Elec Windows £6,995
06 56 VW Touran 1.9 TDi SE Black Multimedia Pack 35000 miles £9,995
06 06 Ford Fiesta Zetec 5dr Black 1.6 Automatic only 14000 miles £6,995
06 06 Land Rover Freelander TD4 Adventurer 5dr Black £7,995
05 55 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec Blue Alloy Wheels Climate Control £4,595
05 05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5dr Black Alloy Wheels Air Conditioning £8,495
03 53 Peugot 307 S HDi 5dr Silver Remote central locking CD Player AC Excellent MPG £3,495 
02 02 Ford Mondeo ST220 5dr Panther Black Immaculate car Stunning Performance £3,995

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

In good condition,
suitable temporary home, 

reasonable price.

Telephone: 
01546 810 286

30FT 2 BEDROOM 
WILLERBY CARAVAN

VAUXHALL 
VECTRA LS 1.8

£3000 o.n.o.
Silver, 04 plate, tax Sept 2009, 

MOT Feb 2010, excellent condition.
Tel: 01631 565969

YAMAHA WR450F
2004

£2400
1 Owner from new, road reg. In supermoto trim, also 

enduro wheels. Some spares. Excellent condition.

Tel: 07770590907 Taynuilt (No Agencies)
£3250 o.n.o.

MERCEDES – BENZ C180 ELEGANCE ESTATE
Smoke silver, Beige interior. R Reg 

99,000 miles
New MOT, 

towing bracket.

Telephone: 
01631 730282

£2,500

H reg, winterised, new tyres, new steering 
box and new tyres for new MOT.

Telephone: 
01680 812357 or 07774 127208

EX ARMY 90 HARDTOP
LAND ROVER FIAT SCUDO

EL VAN

£2,400
2001, 78,000 miles, taxed and 1 year MOT, new timing 

belt, fully serviced

Tel: 01967 421227/07787 838517

WANTED
Any age, make, mileage, 

condition, Landrover 90/110 
Tdi, TD5, TDCi, Discovery Tdi, 

TD5, TDV6, petrol Range Rover 
4.4, TD6, Sport models, BMW 
X5, Mercedes ML, all models, 

any other 4 x 4, pickups, double 
cabs, top prices, instant decision 

and payment.

Contact Steven on 
07751026953.

3

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN PININ 
EQUIPPE 2000CC

£4800 ono
March 2005. One lady owner driver from new, superb me-
dium size, 5 seater, 4x4, 48,000 miles, tax’d and mot March 
2010, Mitsubishi towbar, any inspection. New job forces sale

Tel: 01852 500 296 or leave message

2

SAAB 9000 LPGAS CONVERTED

£1300 ono
LPG = 57.9p/Litre, 1992 (M) 2.3 Turbo Auto, hatchback, 
leather with air con and usual CSE extras, new engine 

100k, MOT February, 2010, tax February 2010.

Tel: 01852 300447 (Seil)

2

WANTED
ANY 4X4 VEHICLE LANDROVER 90 OR

110 MITSUBISHI TOYOTA, HI LUX, 
NISSAN ETC.  HIGH MILEAGE MAY SUIT.  

WILL TRAVEL.

Tel: 07864035750

2

£5300

HONDA CRV 2.0 VTEC EXECUTIVE
2003, 03 Plate, 62k miles, MOT 

March 2010, good condition, FSH, 
leather interior, 

removable tow hitch, 
Thule roof bars.

Telephone: 
01631 710 878

VW GOLF
1.4 E

£3295 o.n.o.
March 02, 68,000 miles

MOT April 2010, Taxed October 2009,
Same family since new, Excellent condition.

Tel: 01499 302217 or 07717 000365

FIAT SCUDO
COMBI JTD

£1600
52 Reg 2 ltr. mot 1/3/10 tax 28/2/10. 6 seats (3 rear 

removeable in 1 min) 40mpg. Service history. New timing 
belt & ECU (£1140) High mileage VGC

Tel: 01369 706090 (Dunoon) or 07788442658

FIAT DUCATO ACE 6 
BERTH MOTORHOME

£23,500 Ono
2.8 JTD, Reg 2006 11,000 miles, Fixed bed, large ga-

rage, rear view camera, awning

Tel: 07785345593

£1695 o.n.o

BMW 318 TDS ESTATE
Boston Green – tow bar. 
MOT June 2010 – 2 New 

Tyres, 6 Months TAX 
– Excellent Cond. 158000 

miles.

Telephone: 
07878363854

Tarbert

£6,000

FREELANDER LANDROVER SPORT
2004 D Reg Silver

MOT & Taxed
Excellent Condition

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

700796
07919460113

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICE
Not enough time in the day?

Kids screaming, work calling, shops awaiting!
HAVE YOUR TYRES FITTED BY OUR

TOTALLY MOBILE  FULLY FITTED VAN
At your work, your home or where’s easiest.

CARS, VANS, LORRIES,TRACTORS
24hrs Breakdown Service

All major credit cards accepted
Call now for a great quote
Contact: Alec or Naomi
Mobile: 07702 433495 Tel: 01397 700277
Email: fort-tyres@hotmail.co.uk

Land Rover & Trailer 
SALES & HIRE

Sales • Hire • Service • Finance

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com
Web: www.lixtoll.com

BURNBANK GARAGE

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown, PA29 6JD. 
Tel: 01586 552772   Fax: 01546 551414
Mob: 07788923890
Email:  burnbank_garage@btconnect.com

BOATS FOR SALE OR LONG TERM HIRE

7.5m Rib-Tec open rib with twin Honda 130HP, outboard 
coloured nav, sounder etc, roller coast tyre trailer. A very 
fast + capable boat .............................................£22000

7.4m Red-bay Stormforce rap- round wheelhouse 
inboard Yamaha 250 HP Diesel (This boat is totally 
refurbished) ..........................................................£35000

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES  + ESTATE CARS

54 plate Renault traffic crew cab van with fibreglass line 
rear compartment ......................................£4495 + VAT

04 plate Vauxhall Vivaro S.W.B Van ............£4495 +VAT

VARIOUS SECOND HAND MAXI ROOF L.W.B VANS

04 Vectra 2.0 DTI estate .........................................£4295

COLLECTORS ITEM

1989 Jaguar XJ6 Manuel 130000 miles, full MOT £1995

S&S Services Subaru 
THIS WEEK’S 

SPECIAL DEAL
NEW IMPREZA WRX

From £249 per month

Tel: 01292 880080/880440
www.sandsservices.co.uk

UNBEATABLE DEALS
ON ALL DEMOSTRATORS,
LEGACY
AND
OUTBACK
DIESELS

S&S Services will be attending the Dalmally Show with Subaru and Isuzu 
on Saturday 5th September. To contact Brian Spicer Tel: 07791724493
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PUBLIC
MEETING

Arduaine Garden 
Support Group
Wednesday 9th 

September
7.30pm

at
Kilmelford Village 

Hall

Lodge St.Modan No.985 
Opening Ceremony of Lodge to be 

held at Masonic Hall Taynuilt on 4th.
September 2009 at 7pm prompt to 

which all Members and there families 
are invited, this is an informal evening 
Rededication of Lodge to be held at 
Masonic Hall Taynuilt on Saturday 

5th.September at 2pm prompt.
Ceremony to be carried out by 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Argyll 
and the Isles. 

Harmony to follow.
Regular Meeting  of Lodge St.Modan 

to be held at 
Masonic Hall, Taynuilt 

on 16th.September 2009 at 7;45pm
 E.A.Degree

AOCB
 Rehearsal to be held on 13th.

September at 7pm

FIRTH OF LORNE 
SEA SCHOOL

RYA Shorebased & 
Practical Courses

5day Yachtmaster 
Coastal & Off shore

October 12th – 16th
SRC/DSC radio 17th 

October
New Boatmaster & RYA 
courses throughout year

www.folss.co.uk
email: info@folss.co.uk

0780 8899356
Dunstaff nage Training Centre

By Oban

Constituency Tour

Meet your local MP

Alan Reid MP will be in your area for his 
Consituency Tour on the following dates:-

Tuesday 8 September 2009

Fionnphort – 12 noon – 12.30pm

Iona – 1.30pm – 2.00pm

Bunessan – 3.30pm – 4.00pm

Tobermory –6.00pm – 7.00pm

Wednesday 9 September 2009

Dervaig – 10.00am – 10.30am

Salen – 11.00am – 11.30am

Craignure – 11.45am – 12.15pm

Connel – 3.00pm – 3.30pm

Benderloch – 4.00pm – 4.30pm

Dunbeg – 5.00pm – 5.30pm

For an appointment please call 01369 704840

Boundary Commission for Scotland
First Periodic Review of Scottish Parliament
boundaries – Argyll and Bute Council area
The Boundary Commission for Scotland has reviewed its Revised Recommendations 
for Scottish Parliament constituencies in the light of representations received.
The Commission is proposing to rename Argyllshire and Bute constituency, proposed under
its Revised Recommendations, as Argyll and Bute constituency. No other changes are
proposed to the revised recommendations. The Commission’s Further Recommendations are:

A copy of this notice and a map illustrating the Further Recommendations can be inspected at:
• Argyll and Bute Council Headquarters, Kilmory Castle, Lochilphead;
• Corporate Services, Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay, Bute;
• Corporate Services, Dalriada House, Colchester Square, Lochgilphead;
• Corporate Services, Campbeltown Servicepoint, Burnet Building, St John Street, Campbeltown;
• Corporate Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban;
• Corporate Services, 22 Hill Street, Dunoon;
• Corporate Services, Islay Servicepoint, Jamieson Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay;
• Corporate Services, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull;
• Corporate Services, The Business Centre, Crossapol, Isle of Tiree.

The same material is also available from the Commission’s website at 
www.bcomm-scotland.gov.uk

Representations regarding the proposed constituency name should be submitted 
by 3 October 2009 by e-mail to representations@scottishboundaries.gov.uk by using the reply
facility on the Commission’s web site; in writing to The Secretary, Boundary Commission for
Scotland, 3 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh EH3 7QJ; or by fax to 0131 538 7511. All
representations should include full details of the correspondent’s address and postcode.
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, representations will be made available to those
interested in the Review except in very exceptional circumstances.

Dr Hugh Buchanan
Secretary

Constituency Designation Electorate Description

Argyll and
Bute

County
Constituency

49,040 Argyll & Bute Council electoral wards 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
NEW SLIPWAY AND REPAIRS: CRUACHAN, CLACHAN SOUND 
Notice is hereby given that Jack S MacGregor and Linda MacGregor 
have applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended by 
the section 36 of the merchant Shipping Act 1988, to construct a new 
slipway and carry out repairs to the existing wall/jetty at Cruachan, 
Clachan Sound: 
 Description  Latitude  Longitude
 Slipway  56 18.435N  05 35.326W    
 Slipway  56 18.439N  05 35.327W
 Wall  56 18.446N  05 35.323W 

(WGS84)                   
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspection at Balvicar 

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours Branch, 
Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ within 28 days of 
the date of this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\1\5\112
Jack S MacGregor/Linda MacGregor
Riviera
Corran Esplanade
Oban

BRACARA AND 
BRACARINA 

COMMON GRAZING 
COMMITTEE

Proposed Let of a Croft

Mr Robert Craig, Kilbride 
farm, Kilmore is applying to 
the Crofters Commission for 
consent to let the tenancy of 
the croft at The Marches, Kil-
bride, Kilmore to Mrs Aman-
da Coates, Gilli-Air, Kilmore, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4XR.

If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations in 
writing or some other per-
manent form to the Crofters 
Commission, Castle Wynd, 
Inverness IV2 3EQ by the 
1st October 2009, specify-
ing your interest in the ap-
plication and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

“Court Ref No:  SA85/09
A small claim has been raised in Oban Sheriff Court by 
K G MCCOLL LTD, a company incorporated under the 
Companies Acts (Registered Number 11365945), having 

Portsmouth, Hants PO2 8AA and trading as Kilmelford 
Yacht Haven, Kilmelford, Oban, Argyll PA34 4XD, Pursuer 
against MR GRAHAM JONES, Defender, whose last 
known address was The Caravan, c/o Rowancraig, Ardfern, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll and whose present whereabouts are 
to the Pursuer unknown.  If the said Graham Jones wishes 
to defend the claim, he should immediately contact the 

Defender’s copy summons may be obtained. 

Oban Sheriff Court
Albany Street
Oban
Argyll
PA34 4AL

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20 (1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans 
and other document submitted with them may be:
Examined at  67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX  between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m.  Monday to Friday and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll–bute.gov.uk and clicking on online planning applications.
Written comments for the following applications may be made to Planning 
Services, 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX  by the 24th September 
2009 for the following list of application for planning permission.

•Ref No: 09/01130/DET
Applicant: Mr David Turner
Proposal: Erection of a wind turbine and boat shed
Site Address: Lagavullin Hall, Lagavulin, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute,PA42 7DX
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications 
which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 pm  at Planning Services, 
Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the 
Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
A  weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, 
Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute 
Council Libraries. 
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

COUNCILLORS SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215 
or email – mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on Tel 01688 302689 or email 
– gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles) 
Councillor McIntosh’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 07788 882200 
or by email – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on 
Tel: 01631 566367 or by email – donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

COUNCILLORS
SURGERIES
Councillors Mary-Jean Devon and Roddy McCuish (E.W. Ward 4 Oban 
South and the Isles) will be holding a surgery in The Business Centre, Isle 
of Tiree on Monday 7th September from 11.00am – 1.00pm.

Appointments are not necessary.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, 
may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and, where given, the alternative location(s). 
Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager at 
this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00325/FULLO

09/00334/FULLO

09/00336-00339/PIPLO

09/00342/FULLO

09/00346/FULLO

09/00340/PIPLO & 
09/00341PIPLO

Development
Address

Forestry
Commission Depot
Invergarry
PH35 4HG

Site 90m North West 
of The Neuk
21A Carnoch
Glencoe
Cuilach
Cuil Bay
Duror
Appin PA38 4DA

Sites North East 
& South East of 
Hillview
Banavie
Site 700m North 
West of Millburn
Arisaig

Site 70M South 
West of 
Invergarry Hotel
Invergarry

Land North East of 
Craigard
Banavie

Proposal 
Description

Erection of 
combined heat and 
power plant

Erection of house

Alterations & 
extension

Erection of 4 houses 
(plots 1-4)

Construction of 
pontoon bridge

Erection of 2 blocks 
of 4 flats

Erection of 2 houses 
(plots 1 & 2)

Alternative locations  
where application may 
be inspected and time 
period for comments
Lochaber Area 
Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Glencoe Post Office
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post 
Office (14 days)

Caol Post Office
(14 Days)

Lochaber Area 
Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area 
Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Caol Post Office
(14 Days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015 Fax: (01397) 707022    e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Oban Lorn & Isles Locality 
Public Partnership Forum

Are you interested in health services in this area?
Come and be involved.

Next Meeting : 7th September 2009
Lecture Theatre

Lorn & Islands Hospital
6:30 pm

Video conference facilities are available 
Agenda items include :

Children’s Services from NHS and Social Services

Nelson Ward redesign

or telephone 01631 788942

HIGH HEALTH standards 
are at the forefront of 
progressive cattle breeding 
thinking according to one 
cattle breed society who have 
announced that they will 
not accept entries for their 
annual breed sales unless 
stock are from accredited 
health scheme herds.

Premier sale 
The Luing Cattle Society 

have revealed their latest 
tactic to ensure they continue 
to lead the way in the drive 

beef industry.
The initiative, announced 

at the Society’s open day 
hosted by Charles and Mary 
Symons at Attonburn in the 
Cheviot Hills, will ensure 
that only cattle from herds 
which are members of an 
accredited cattle health 
scheme are accepted for 
entry to the Society’s Premier 
Sale in Castle Douglas next 
February.

Luing Cattle Society 
chairman Matthew Mauchlen 

said: ‘Luing cattle have 
a deserved reputation for 
having led the way in health 
initiatives over recent years. 

to hold a BVD-safe sale in 
2008 when all cattle had to 
be tested and vaccinated 
before the premier sale. 

‘This new initiative will 
ensure that all cattle at next 
year’s premier sale will have 
come from herds which 
are members of one of the 
recognised cattle health 
schemes and are actively 
testing.

‘At Attonburn, the cattle 

are already accredited free of 

free of Johne’s. 

‘When you consider that 
Charles and Mary Symons 
are seeing physical results 
such as a weaning percentage 
of 97 per cent, compared 
against the Scottish average 
of 88 per cent, then you 

of having a good base level 
of health in your herd.’

Cattle health was a major 
feature of the Society’s Open 
Day attended by 280 people 
on Saturday. 

Visitors enjoyed a farm 
tour featuring talks on the 
Attonburn Luings by Charles 
Symons, George Caldow 
of SAC Vet Services in St 
Boswells and SAC Beef 
Specialist Gavin Hill. 

Several live demonstrations 
were also available for 
visitors to take in on the day 
including semen testing, 
seam butchery techniques 
and the Society’s unique 

Hills

Luing cattle breeders take the 
lead in raising health standards

MACMILLAN Cancer Support is offering the 
chance to clear out unwanted clothes, pick up 
new ones and raise cash for charity at the same 
time.

Elsie Kiley, Argyll and Bute fundraising 
manager, explained a clothes swap would add an 

extra dimension to their traditional coffee morning 
campaign, this year to be held on September 25.  
She said: ‘We think a clothes swap is a way of 
injecting fun into any coffee morning. It is also 
a great approach to tackling the credit crunch as 

A NORTH Connel 
engineering student is 
gaining valuable work 
experience at a Barcaldine 
based company by producing 
detailed design drawings of 
its product range.

Rob Macdonald, aged 21, 
who is a fourth year student 
studying for a masters 
degree in product design 
engineering at Strathclyde 
University, is providing 
computer generated graphics 
of Fusion Marine’s range 

associated equipment.
The images generated 

will be used by Fusion 
Marine to provide customers 
with detailed technical 

marketing purposes.
Rob said: ‘It has been 

great to get hands-on 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL BE BLASTING AT
BANAVIE QUARRY,

FORT WILLIAM
ON

FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2009
at 12 NOON

experience in a real working 
environment. This will 
help me tremendously with 
my degree course and I’m 
pleased that I’ve been able to 
do my part to help the local 
economy.’

Stephen Divers, Fusion 
Marine managing director, 
said: ‘Rob has proved an 

excellent worker and has 
made a real contribution to 
the business. 

‘Summer work placements 
such as these help students in 
their personal development 
whilst at the same time 
allow companies such as 
ourselves to draw upon their 
considerable knowledge.’

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 5,176 store 
lambs and prime sheep at 
Portree on Monday when the 
sale average rose by £10.66 
on the year for a slightly 
bigger entry.

Lambs averaged £35.12 
and sold to £54 twice 
for Suffolk crosses from 
42 Bernisdale, Skeabost 
Bridge and Cheviots from 4 
Flodigarry, Portree.

Prime sheep sold to £48 
for Cheviot ewes from Mill 
Park, Portree.
Wedder lambs: SuffX – 44 
Borneskitaig, Kilmuir, and 
1 Eyre, Snizort, £53.50, 2 
Sheader, Uig, and 14 Geary, 
Waternish, £51.50; TexX – 5 
Totarder, Struan, £53, 5 Harlosh, 
Dunvegan, and Earlish, Uig, 
£49; Chev – 2 Upper Halistra, 
Waternish, and 44 Borneskitaig, 
£51, 18 Fiscovaig, Carbost, 
£48.50; Cross – 1 Glen 
Bernisdale, Skeabost Bridge, 
£47, 3 Kilmuir, Dunvegan, 
£45.50; BF – 44 Borneskitaig, 
£43, 4 Balnacnoc, Uig, £41.
Ewe lambs: BF – 44 
Borneskitaig, £52, 5/6 Sheader, 
Uig, £46; Chev – 18 Fiscovaig, 
£47, 2 Annishadder, Snizort, 
and 40 Mains, Bernisdale, £45; 
TexX – Earlish, £46.

Good trade at 
Portree sale

Boundary Commission for Scotland
First Periodic Review of Scottish
Parliament boundaries
Local Inquiry into the Commission’s Provisional Proposals for
Scottish Parliament Regions.

Notice is given that the Boundary Commission for Scotland has
concluded that a Local Inquiry is required under Schedule 1 of the
Scotland Act 1998 as amended, concerning its Provisional Proposals
for certain regions. The inquiry will consider the proposals for the
regions of East Central Scotland; Highlands and Islands; Lothian;
South Scotland; and West Central Scotland. The inquiry will take
place on 22 October at The Parish Halls, 266 George Street,
Glasgow G1 1QX starting at 10.00 am, and continuing on 23 October
if necessary. It will conclude when those present have given 
their evidence.

Further information is available for public inspection on the
Commission’s website (www.bcomm-scotland.gov.uk) and at the
same locations used for public display of the Commission’s
proposals at earlier stages of this review. A list of these locations is
available on the Commission’s website, or by request from the
Commission. Alternatively, copies can be obtained from the
Secretariat, Boundary Commission for Scotland, 3 Drumsheugh
Gardens, Edinburgh EH3 7QJ, telephone 0131 538 7510.

Dr Hugh Buchanan
Secretary

JACK & JILL 
PLAYGROUP

starts again on 
7th Sep 2009. 

New day/time/venue: 
Mondays, 10.30-12pm, 

in the Undercroft 
(Oban).

All welcome. For more 
info: 07872 986164



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

Unit 3, Inveralmond Trade Park, Perth, PH1 3TT

•PLUMBING & HEATING

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

Screened top 
soil for sale, 
excellent quality, 
delivered in 
15 and 20 tonne 
loads.
Telephone 
01887 820495 for a 
delivered price.

•BUILDING MATERIALS 
& HORTICULTURAL

Thursday 3 September, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Jesus says
 ‘If anyone would 
come after me, 

let him deny himself
 and take up his cross 

and follow me.’ 

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a 

relationship problem?
We can help.

Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Telephone counselling is 

also available
Couple Counselling Argyll, 

(Formerly Relate Argyll)
the operating name of 

Argyll Couple Counselling, 
PA34 4HR
SCO23995

GRAHAMS
SCOTLAND LTD
UPHOLSTERERS

3 Piece Suites – All Soft Furnishings Recovered
Bar & Lounge Seating Specialist
Any Style Manufactured & Fitted

Large Range of Materials

Email ianupholstery@yahoo.co.uk
 01389 875176  07710 998786 01301 704360

•UPHOLSTERERS

SMALL WOOD DISPLAY 

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

Ardrishaig.

 BABY EQUIPMENT

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

 CD’S, DVD’S AND 
VIDEOS

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

Ardrishaig.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

 FURNITURE

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

SEWING MACHINE 

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME OFFICE

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

 LIVESTOCK

 LOST AND FOUND

 MAIL ORDER

home or abroad. Order on-

 MISCELLANEOUS

galvanised, heavy duty,  

HOME SAFE small digital, 

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO old but in good 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

LOWE ALPINE SNOW 

WOODEN CANOE 

 PHOTOGRAPHY

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

Printing and Stationery, 

your letters mean more.

 TOYS AND GAMES
GAME BOY GAMES 

sounds. Suit 1-3 years. As 

TRAILERS

 WANTED

Mangle. Condition not 

nurses.

CHILDMINDER
REQUIRED

BOUNCY CASTLES 
FOR SALE

individually to village 

Please

SCRAP METAL

batteries. Someone tried 

HAPPY RETIREMENT
Frankie the vet !

Happy 21st Birthday
Susannah

Love from Mum, Dad 
and Findlay xxx

Happy 70th Birthday 
Jimmy

Love from all the family

PERSONALS
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THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

BIRTHS
MACKECHNIE - Freya 
and Kai are delighted to an-
nounce the arrival of their 
wee brother, Finn Cailean, 
born on  August 17, 2009. 
A son for Keith and Bel, 
and grandson for Hugh and 
Bridget Cameron, Branault, 
and Neil MacKechnie and 
Maimie Stuart, Lochaline.
REID –  Dougie and 
Annette are delighted to 
announce the birth of their 
beautiful daughter Meredith, 
born August 30, 2009, at 
Wishaw. The newest and 
most welcome member of 
the Reid family, Oban.

ENGAGEMENTS
MUNRO – STEPHENS -
Both families are pleased to 
announce the engagement 
of Christopher, youngest 
son of Allan and Betty, Ulva 
Road, Oban, to Ashleigh, 
daughter of Mike and Julie, 
Northampton-shire.

MARRIAGES
ABERNETHY - POTTER 
- Both families are delighted 
to announce the marriage of 
Dr Sarah Abernethy to Mr 
Ben Potter at St Brendan’s 
Church,  Skipness on  June 
20, 2009.

GOLDEN WEDDING
McQUARRIE - TURNER
- On September 4, 1959, 
at Inveraray & Glenaray 
Parish Church by the Rev 
D W MacKenzie, Donald 
(Donnie) to Marjorie.  
Present address: 6 Argyll 
Court, Inveraray.

DEATHS
KELLETT -  Peacefully
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on Sunday 
August 30, 2009, in his 91st 
year, Thomas Frederick 
Kellett, beloved husband 
of the late Catherine nee 
Gillies and dear brother of 
Olive.
KENNEDY – Margaret 
(née Boyd), aged 74 years, 
at Strathmore Hospice, 
Forfar, on Saturday, August 
29, 2009.  Beloved wife of 
the late Dugald.  Beloved 
mum and mum-in-law, 
loving gran, auntie and 
great-auntie. Funeral service 
will be held at Parkgrove 
Crematorium, Friockheim 
on Thursday, September 
3, at 10.30am to which 
all family and friends are 
respectfully invited.  Family 

donations instead to Lippen 
Care, Strathmore Hospice.
MACGILLIVRAY – Mary 
passed away quietly on 
September 26, 2009.  She 
will be sadly missed by all 
her friends.  Mary was laid 
to rest close to her mum 
and dad in Kinlochmore 
Cemetery on Wednesday, 
September 2, 2009.  Petr, 
Irenka, her neighbours and 
friends.
MACKINNON - 
ALEXANDER (ANDY). 
Peacefully in Linwood on 
August 30, 2009, after a 
long illness bravely fought, 
Andy (Honorary President, 

An Comunn Collach - The 
Coll Association) beloved 
husband of Kay, father of 
Sandy and Colin, father-in-
law of Kath and much loved 
gramps to his special girls, 
Mairi and Kirsten. Funeral 
service at Coll Parish 
Church, Arinagour, Isle of 
Coll on Thursday  September 
3, 2009, thereafter to Cill 
Ionnaig Graveyard.
McILWRAITH -
Peacefully, at home, on 
Saturday, August 29, 2009, 
James Hugh McIlwraith, 
aged 69 years, late of St. 
Mungo’s Farm, Gleneagles, 
Auchterarder, now of 
Kinross. Much loved 
husband of the late Mary, 
dearly beloved father of 
Alicia, and of son-in-law 
Sandy, and much loved and 
treasured Grandpa to James 
and Gavin. Funeral Service 
at Perth Crematorium on 
Tuesday, September 8, at 
3:00pm to which all friends 
are respectfully invited. 

donations may be made at 
the crematorium in aid of
R I C E - G A R W O O D –
Peacefully after a short 
illness on August 30, 2009, 
at the Belford Hospital, 
Fort William, Ronald, 
much beloved husband of 
Christine. Sadly and sorely 
missed. Funeral service 
on Friday  September 4, 
2pm, at St Adamnan’s, 

only, donations may be 
given for Belford Hospital, 
Fort William/Heart Smart, 
Lochaber.
SILLAR -  Susan Mary 
Catherine Sillar (née 
O’Brien Newman) died of 
cancer peacefully at home 
with her family on  August 
28, 2009, aged 73. Much 
loved wife of David, mother 
of William, Thomas and 
Bumble. Private cremation; 
Thanksgiving Service at 
St. Columba’s Church 
Poltalloch by Kilmartin, 
on Saturday  October 17, 

please, but donations if 
desired to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care, 5 Monkton 
Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire 
KA9 1AP or Mary’s Meals 
c/o Stan Lupton Funeral 

Road, PA29 6UF.
SUTHERLAND– Margaret 
(née MacInnes) Originally 
from Skye.  Passed away 
at Drumchapel Hospital, 
Glasgow on August 24, 
2009, wife of the late 
Ronald Everson Sutherland.  
Interred in New Kilpatrick 
Cemetery, Boclair Road,  
Bearsden.
WILLIAMS – Peacefully 
at home on the Island of 
Colonsay on August 28, 
2009, Ena Williams (née 
MacDougall) beloved wife 
of Walter, much loved mum 
of John and partner Tracey, 
Jean and husband Colin, 
loving granny of Niall and 
Dominic, sister of Flora 
and the late Morag, sister-
in-law, aunt and friend of 
many. Sadly missed by all. 

A C K N O W L E D G E -
MENTS

BOWIE – The family of the 
late Peter would sincerely 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for their expressions of 
sympathy, support, cards 

following his passing. 
Thanks to Craig Nevis 
Surgery and the Ambulance 
Service. Special thanks to Fr 
R Johnstone for his support 
and comforting service and 
to Mike McFall & Co for 
their kind and caring funeral 
arrangements.
LAURIE – The family of 
the late Lewis Laurie would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received on their recent 
sad bereavement. Grateful 
thanks to the Reverend Tom 
Riddell for his comforting 
services, staff teams at 
Linlithgow Health Centre, 
the Western General 
Hospital, St John’s Hospital, 
Livingston, Robert Bennie 
and Sons for exemplary 
funeral arrangements and 
Linlithgow Bowling Club 

MACCOLL – Margaret 
and family thanks all 
relatives and friends for 

presence at Kilmore Church 
for Ronnie’s funeral.  We 
thank Rev Cat and Rev 
Gray for their service at 
church and graveside and 
to medical people who 
were very kind.  Thanks to 
Donnie, the piper and to D 
& A Munn for helpful and 
caring assistance.  Two TV 
sets were gifted to Ward B, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
by the Retiring Collection 
of over £500.
MACDONALD – The 
sister, nephews and nieces 
of the late Donald Angus 
MacDonald (Donnie), 
would like to thank 
friends and neighbours 
for their kind expressions 
of sympathy conveyed by 
cards, telephone calls and 

ladies for their kindness and 
care of Donnie in the last 
few months of his life, a big 
thank you, to the wonderful 
district nurses, my grateful 
thanks, Rev Donald A 
MacQuarrie for his most 
uplifting service and Mr 

Mike McFall and staff for 
the sensitive handling of 
the funeral arrangements 
and to all who paid their last 
respects at the church and 
graveside. £260 has been 
donated to Cancer Research. 
Thank you all.
MACINTYRE - Iain, 
Emma and Ewen would like 
to thank all our friends and 
neighbours for the cards 
and words of sympathy 
we received after Rosa’s 
death.  We would also like 
to thank them for the love 
and support they showed 
throughout her illness.  
Thanks to all the staff at 
Lochgilphead and Oban 
Hospitals for all the care she 
received.  Special thanks 
to Rev Alistair Dunlop 
for a heartfelt service and 
Roddy MacDonald and 

arrangements on such a 

to Kilmartin Hotel for 

you to all who attended at 
church and graveside, and 
to all who gave donations.  
Over £850 was raised for 
Cancer Research. 
MACLEAN – All the fam-
ily of the late Alister (Ally) 
MacLean, would like to 
thank everybody for their 

-
ers, visits and sympathy. 
Special thanks to Rev Jim 
Begg, Perth, Rev Robert 
Nelson, Tobermory, West-
ern Isles Hotel, Alister 
and Cally MacLean for 
the use of their boats and 
Calum MacLean, piper.                                                                                              
MACLELLAN – Morag 
and all the family would 
like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their expressions of sym-

-
ers and phonecalls follow-
ing the very sad loss of my 
husband Donald (Donnie).  
Special thanks to the Royal 

Onchology, Glasgow.  Also 
Mr Scobie, Mr Gupta, Dr 
Henderson and all the doc-
tors and nurses in Wards A 
& B, Oban Hospital.  All 
the Community nurses who 
called to see Donald every 
Thursday.  Thanks also to 
Rev Cat Knott for her com-
forting service, Andy Hend-
erson (organist), Catriona 
and all at Hamish Hoey & 
Son, the Royal Hotel for 
their hospitality.  Our sincere 
thanks to all who came from 
near and far to pay their last 
respects at the church and at 
the graveside and Caledoni-
an MacBrayne for their own 
moving tribute.  The sum of 
£500.88 was collected for 
Cancer Research, Scotland. 
Thanks to all.
MACMILLAN – The 
family of the late Janet 
MacMillan wish to express 
their sincere thanks to 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their 
kindness and sympathy at 
this sad time.  Thank you 
to the Rev Linda Stewart of 
Aberfoyle.  Special thanks to 
Mr Billett for his invaluable 
services.  Thanks to all who 
attended the cremation for 
generously donating £750 
for the Alzheimers Society.
MORRISON - John, 
Maureen and the family 
would like to extend their 
thanks to relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions of 

phone calls, e-mails and 
cards received following 
their recent sad loss of 
Murdo.  Heartfelt thanks to 
Maureen Brankin and all at 
Social Services, a special 
thanks to Cathy Robertson 
and all at the Lochgilphead 
Adult Resource Centre, the 
carers at Choices, Marie 
Curie, MacMillan and 
District Nurses, Mid Argyll 
Hospital Integrated Care 
and Mid Argyll Cancer Care 
Group for their unfailing 
care and attention to Murdo 
in his own home and for their 
support, companionship 
and friendship to Murdo.  
Also thanks to doctors and 
staff of Glenaray Ward, 
Mid Argyll Hospital for 
their special care.  Thanks 
also to Rev Douglas Bell 
for a very personal and 
moving service; to Val 
Cameron for her beautiful 
musical accompaniment;  
Donald MacDonald Funeral 

services; and to Rosie 

Finally, thank you to all 
who attended at church 
and graveside to pay their 
respects. The collection for 
Mid Argyll Cancer Care has 
raised over £1000 to date.
SMITH -  The family would 
like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours 
for their expressions of 

following the sudden death 
of our beloved mum and 
gran, Aeneas. Special 
thanks also to the medical 
and nursing staff at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital for 
their professionalism 

hours, to Catriona and all 
at Hamish Hoey & Sons for 
their  care and compassion  
in the handling of her funeral 
arrangements, to Canon 
MacKay for administering 
rites and Father Paul Hackett 
for a comforting service. A 
great big thanks to Donnie 
Files for his moving tribute 
on the pipes. Thanks also 
to all at the Royal Hotel for 

looking after us following 
the service. Special thanks 
to all those who came to 
pay their respects and help 
raise £316.14 for CHAS. 
Thanks also to The Flower 

tribute and to the rabbits at 
Pennyfuir for at least not 
eating the whole lot on the 

SUTHERLAND – The 
family of the late Margaret 
Sutherland, would like 
to thank all relatives and 
friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

received after their sad loss. 
Special thanks to the staff 
of Glencoe Hospital and 

who took such good care 
of our mother and granny. 
We are very grateful to Dr 
Calder and Dr Wilmington 
of Ballachulish Medical 
Centre for their caring and 
professional attention, we 
would like to thank Rev 
Alison Burnside and Fr 
John Paul MacKinnon for 
the lovely service, May 

arrangements, Barbara 
Summers and John 
MacCallum for organ and 
pipe music, Mike McFall 
funeral directors, Isles of 
Glencoe Hotel for catering 
and all those who paid their 
last respects at the church 
and graveside.

IN MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of our dear son, 
John, who died September 
7, 2003
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Mum, Dad and family.
FORRESTER – Cherished 
memories of Jim, dearly 
beloved husband of Joan, 
father, father-in-law, 
grandfather, who died 
September 2, 2002
Forever in our thoughts.
- Joan and family Oban, 
Uddingston and High 
Wycombe.
GILMARTIN – In loving 
memory of a dear sister, 
Margaret (née McKinney) 
who died September 2, 2008 
and her loving husband, 
Danny, died November 22, 
2007.
We will always miss  you 
both.
- Love Jessie and Pat.
HARDEN – In memory of 
Leslie, who passed away 
September 7, 2006.
Dearly loved husband, dad 
and granddad.
Missed always
- Shirley and family. 
MACCOLL –  
Remembering Lucy, dearly 
loved sister and aunt, died 
September 6, 2006.
Cherished memories.
- Cathy, Duncan and 
families, Glencoe and 

MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of a much loved 
husband, dad and papa, 
Duncan (Dochie), who died 
September 7, 1993.
Remembering you is easy 
we do it everyday
But missing you is the 
heartache
That never goes away
Sadly missed by us all.
- Inserted by loving wife 
Rose and family.
MACKENZIE – Treasured 
memories of my mother, 
Isabella MacKenzie (Lack),  
who passed away September 
1, 1994.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by daughter 
Margaret, Islay and Teddy 
and Tierney, Renfrew.
MACKENZIE – Fond 
memories of my gran, 
Bella MacKenzie (Lack), 
passed away September 
1, 1994 aged 80 years, 
also my Seanair,  Donald 
MacKenzie, who died 
August 5, 2007, aged 87 
years.
- Cambi, Islay.
MACPHAIL – Loving 
memories of our brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle, 
Donald.
Happy thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that last 
forever.
- Morag, Neil, Gregor and 
Euan, Killin.
MACPHEE – Cherished 
memories of my dad and our 
shenair Archie, who died on 
September 4, 1999.
Loved and remembered
Forever and always.
- Margaret, Kenneth and 
Cheryl.
MACPHEE – Treasured 
memories of my dear dad 
Archie (Hookie) who passed 
away September 4, 1999.
Much loved and sadly 
missed.
Remembering all other 
loved ones.
- Anne and Michael.
SMART –  In loving memory 
of my dear sister, Isabel 
Margaret, passed away 
suddenly on September 4, 
1908 at Pumpherston, West 
Lothian.
Dearly loved and sadly 
missed.
- Catherine.
SUTHERLAND – Precious 
memories of Donald.
Forever in our hearts.
- Ann and family.
WILSON – Treasured 
memories of a dear mum 
and gran, Margaret, who 
died September 5, 2005.
Gone are the days we used 
to share
But in our hearts you’re 
always there.
- Norma, Iona, Peggy, Keith 
and families.

CAMPBELL
McCUBBIN

Both families are 
delighted to announce the 
marriage of Ann-Maree 

and Kevin on August 20, 
2009 in Malcesine Castle, 

Lake Garda, Italy. 
Truly amazing time had 

by all!

CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Saturday 5 September 2009

Trinity 13
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Diocesan Farewell
Eucharist for 

Bishop Martin Shaw ....14.00
Sunday 6 September 2009

Trinity 13
St Johns Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15
Sunday School and Creche 

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

Kilbrandon Kirk
Holy Eucharist ..........15.15
St James, Ardbrecknish, 

Cladich
Mattins followed by
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, 
Gruline, Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 6 September 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 6th September

Skippinish Ceilidh 
House
10am

All Welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794
www.lorncf.org.uk

DURING this past week, and 
more, we have been hearing the 
word “compassion” frequently 
being used by the Justice Minister 
of the Scottish Government in 
explaining his decision to allow 
Mr. Magrahi to return to Libya to 
die of cancer.

Whether you agree or disagree 
with this decision, it is refreshing 
to have this word, and the Justice 
Minister’s reference to a “higher 
power” (presumably meaning 
God), being considered in such 
a public manner; in the nation, 
across the United Kingdom, and 
throughout the world.

“Compassion” is a vital feature 
of any civilized society, whether 
on a personal or corporate level. 
Its practical expression admits, 
obviously, of a much wider 
application than to just one 
man, regardless of the merits, or 
otherwise, of his situation. The 
families of those murdered in the 
terrorist atrocity in Lockerbie are 
as much in need of compassion as 
is any one man.

In the Bible’s Old Testament 
of promise, the great Prophet of 
God, Jeremiah, bares his soul 
as he addresses its need as he 
comes before Almighty God. 
Recognizing his brokenness and 
relying on God’s grace, he says:

my wandering, the bitterness and 
the gall. I well remember them, 

and my soul is downcast within 
me. Yet  this I call to mind and 
therefore I have hope: Because of 
the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. 

They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 
[Lamentations 3:21-23]

In the Bible’s New Testament 

God’s Prophets, His Eternal Son, 
Jesus Christ, beckons those who 
share Jeremiah’s plaint to draw 
near to Him and receive the very 
same compassions that have 
divine power to relieve the soul 
of its burden of guilt and shame.

“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and 

For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” [Matthew 11:28-
30]

It is a good thing that we 
consider what we possess of such 
compassion. If you do possess 
something of this largesse of God 
then you will readily appreciate 
what the Apostle Paul taught 
when he wrote to God’s people 

obvious fact that “you can only 
give what you have received”:

Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we 
can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God. [2 
Corinthians 1:3 & 4]

“Compassion” is not only a 
word; it is also an action that has 
profound and eternal resonance. 
Many people receive great 
assurance when they sing the 
well-known hymn “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness”, based, as it is, on 
the Old Testament passage quoted 
above. This is because it directs 
us to God the Father’s great love 
and compassion. We see that 

uniquely in God the Son, and He 
makes it over to us by God the 
Holy Spirit. 

You will be a person of 
compassion as you receive the 
compassion of the Person, Jesus 
Christ. After all, compassion was, 
and remains, the way of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. His servants are 
certainly not above their Master 
and they best mirror His character 
by being careful to use it in the 
wisest and widest possible way 
lest offence be unnecessarily 
given.

Rev. Bob Nelson 
Parish Minister: The Isle of Mull 
Parish Churches

THE OLDEST operating Episcopal 
Church in Argyll celebrates its bi-
centenary on Saturday.

Holy Cross Church, Appin, will 
display historical items in the 
afternoon, followed by an evening 
of ecumenical hymns, words, music 
and historical comments centred on 
Appin and the Episcopal church in 
Scotland.

Appin Historical Society’s Celtic 
stone head and St Moluag’s crozier 
will be on display, together with the 
1723 Appine Chalice, used to serve 

communion to the Jacobite army 
the night before Culloden and the 
replica of the Appin Banner used at 
Culloden.

A diary from 1770 details Bishop 
Forbes’ visited to Appin when he 

whose names and addresses are 
listed.

Other publications include a 
copy of the Order Book of the 
Appin Regiment in 1745 and a 
brief summary of the history of the 
Diocese from 1188.

Appin church celebrates history

church in Lochgair, the obvious choice, would never 
accommodate the number of mourners expected 
at the memorial service on August 13, 2009, for 
Donald Alexander MacLeod, farmer at Castleton, 
Lochgilphead. Ardrishaig Parish Church, therefore, 
was chosen on account of its size, but even that 
building could barely contain the number who 
attended. The next day a funeral service, followed by 
interment, was held in Kilmuir Parish Church, Isle 
of Skye, at which over one hundred mourners were 
present, testimony to a man well-known, respected 
and with many contacts throughout the Highlands 
and Islands.

Donald was born on January 14, 1938, in the 
township of Monkstadt, Parish of Kilmuir, Isle 
of Skye. He was the third child and eldest son of 
Alexander (or more often Alasdair) MacLeod 
and his wife Christina MacArthur. Alasdair, a 

was a Gaelic seanachaidh with a fund of traditional 
tales and songs which live on in the recordings of the 
School of Scottish Studies. Christina proudly traced 
her lineage through the notable MacArthur piping 
dynasty.

In 1947 Alasdair MacLeod moved with his family 
to Mull, to the Tiroran Estate, to become Farm 
Manager under Colonel Cheape of Tioran. There 
Donald attended Tioran Side School and then the 
Primary Schools of Gribun and Pennyghael, all three 
of which schools have now passed into history. He 
completed his secondary education in Tobermory.

Gribun Primary School provided Donald with one 
of his most entertaining and oft-recited tales of his 
school days concerning a school strike organised by 
the pupils there. One morning the teacher announced 
that from then on she intended to curtail their playtime 

so that she could leave school early. Playtime came 
but the children betook themselves up to rocks on 
the slope above the tiny school and refused to come 
down from their position of strength, ignoring the 
angry ringing of the teacher’s handbell. She got the 
message: no more was heard about shortened play 
intervals.

In 1953 the family moved to Mid Argyll when 
Alasdair MacLeod was appointed Farm Manager by 
Mrs Parsons of Achnaba and her successor Sir John 
Thomson. Donald eventually took over the tenancy 
of Castleton Farm. He married Catherine Gunn, 
a school teacher but from a farming background 
in 1971 and they had two children, Alasdair and 
Caitriona.

the sight of a Ferguson tractor brought to Mull by 
Colonel Cheape. Vintage tractors became for him a 
lifetime interest and occasionally he would display 
some examples from his prize collection at local 
shows.

As he grew older, it seemed that Donald grew 
more and more into the image of his father. Not just 
in his physical appearance but also in his love and 
knowledge of Gaelic tradition. On Gaelic radio he 
was often called upon to voice an opinion in Gaelic 
on a topic of agricultural interest or to recount 
traditional lore. He had many Gaelic sayings. To the 

the time he quoted ‘Urachd na beithe, crionach na 

fresh birch or old hazel’.
Donald MacLeod died on August 9, 2009. He is 

survived by Catherine, his children Alasdair and 
Caitriona, and his grand-daughter, Kate Isla, as well 

Murdo MacDonald

Donald Alexander MacLeod
Obituary

Donald MacLeod.
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Shinty leagues
Premier Division

North Division 1

North Division 2

North Division 3

South Division 2

South Division 1

Newtonmore
Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Kyles Athletic
Fort William
Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber
Inveraray
Bute
Glenorchy

Skye
Caberfeidh
Kilmallie
Lovat
Beauly
Strathglass
Kinlochshiel
Inverness
Lochcarron

Glenurquhart
Kingussie
Fort William
Lovat
Glengarry
Skye
Newtonmore
Kilmallie
Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel

Lochside Rovers
GMA
Kilmory
Oban Celtic
Inveraray
Ballachulish
Tayforth

Taynuilt
Strachur
Aberdour
Kyles
ColGlen
GlasgowMid Argyll 
Bute
Glenorchy
Ballachulish

Beauly
Lochbroom
Aberdeen U
Lochaber
Strathglass
Boleskine
Inverness
Lochcarron
Ardnamurchan
Kincraig

Shinty fixtures
Shinty

12 8 4 0 47 14   20
16 8 2 6 32 31   18 
10 7 2 1 41 14   16
14 6 3 5 35 32   15 
14 7 1 6 34 30   15
13 7 1 5 24 24   15
13 4 3 6 18 35   11
12 4 1 7 25 29     9
10 2 3 5 15 20     7
16 1 213 13 54    4 

14  9 1 4  34 20   19
14  9 0 5  27 21   18
12  8 0 4  44 28   16 
10  6 3 1  25 11   15 
14  6 1 7  27 29   13  
10 5 1 4   33 16   11
10 5 1 4    24  24 11
13 2 1 10   8  48    5
11 0 0 11   7  32    0

11  9 1 1  42  19  19
10  7 1 2  38 16   15 
  9  6 0 3  23  17  12
10  3 2 5  27  33    8
  9  3 1 5  24  30    7 
11  2 1 8  23  35    5
10  2 0 8  17  44    0

14 12 2 0  56  11 26
1511 1  3 57  24  23
12  9 1 2  47  13  19
14  8 0 6  45 35   16
14  6 2 6  36 31   14
15  5 2 8  32 46   12
13  5 1 7  27 39   11
13  3 0 10  17 48   6
13  2 011  24 60    4
11  1 1  9  15  49   3 

1212 0 0  60 13   24
13  7 1 5  31 27   15
14  7 0 7  43 45   14
  9  6 1 2  27 14   13
13  5 2 6  23  32  12
13  3 4 6  31 42   10
11  4 1 6  23 21     9
10  3 2 5  18 16     8
13  1 111 17 63  3

16  13 0 3 68 14  26 
16  12 1 3 61 21  25
17  11 2 4 58 27  24
16  11 0 5 76 34  22
14   7 0 7  52 46  14 
13   6 1 6  30 26  13
14   4 1 9  25 52    9
13   4 0 9  18 45    8
14  2 0 12 17 73    4
13  0 1 12 11 78    1 

Shinty
Scottish Hydro 

Premier Division
Newtonmore 5

Lochaber 1 

Shinty

Shinty
South Division Two

Taynuilt 6
Kyles Athletic 1

Results

David Hill had Oban Celtic cruising to 
victory in Glasgow last Saturday, had not 

role in the outcome of the match.

saves and Hill almost grabbing a third late 

full advantage of the wind at their backs. 
For Oban Celtic, GMA scored at the worst 

Toiling against the wind in the second 

the visitors eventually succumbed to the 

fact that Hill’s second strike, a 30 yard 
rocket, was the goal of the game.

TAYNUILT maintained their 

against main challengers 
Kyles on Saturday.  

The home team scored on 

loose ball.  Kyles then took 

unable to get out of their 
own half.

Ally McKay equalised 
after 25 minutes and but 

Servant making several 
outstanding saves, Kyles 
would have taken the lead.

Two goals in as many 

and the second from Willie 
Neilson, stunned Kyles and 
gave Taynuilt a 3 -1 interval 
lead.

The next goal was going 
to be crucial and it went 
Taynuilt’s way when 
McVicar turned his marker 

This seemed to knock the 

and McVicar, gave Taynuilt 
a comfortable win.

Kyles have a chance for 
revenge this Saturday at 
Tighnabruaich where they 

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Glenorchy v Lochaber
Ted McDonald
Fort William v Kingussie  

Inveraray v Glenurquhart  
Graham Cameron
Newtonmore  v Bute

  
Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kinlochsheil v Beauly
Deek Cameron
Lochcarron  v Inverness   
John Angus Gillies
Lovat v Caberfeidh  
Charles Young 
Strathglass v Kilmallie
Jock Matheson

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
GMA v Inveraray   

Kilmory v Tayforth
Colin MacDonald
Lochside Rvrs v Oban Celtic  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Glenurquhart  
Donald MacRae
Kingussie v Fort William   
Graham Irving
Lovat v Kinlochsheil  
Evan MacRae 12 noon
Newtonmore v Skye

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Aberdeen Uni  v Boleskine
Neil Ferguson
Inverness v Beauly R u s s e l l 
Ross
Kincraig  v Ardnamurchan  
Daniel MacRae
Lochbroom v Lochcarron
Roddie MacLennan

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Ballachulish v Strachur
Robert Baxter Jnr
GMA v Bute   
Dougie Cameron
Kyles Athletic v Taynuilt
Duncan Kerr

Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
Semi Final
Kingussie 3 Kyles 4  
after extra time
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Fort William P  Bute P
Inveraray 3 Glenorchy 4
Glenurquhart 4 Oban Camanachd 2
Newtonmore 5 Lochaber 1
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Inverness 3 Beauly 1
Kilmallie P Lochcarron P
Kinlochshiel 3 Caberfeidh 2
Lovat 2 Strathglass 2
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Inveraray P Tayforth P
GMA 4 Oban Celtic 2  
Marine Harvest North Division 2
Fort William P  Lovat P
Glenurquhart P Newtonmore P
Kilmallie P Caberfeidh P
Glengarry7 Kinlochshiel 1  
Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Inverness 2 Strathglass 4  
Lochaber P Beauly P  
Lochbroom P Kincraig P
Lochcarron P Boleskine P  
Marine Harvest South Division 2
GMA  4 Ballachulish 4
Aberdour P Glenorchy P
Bute P Col Glen P
Taynuilt 6 Kyles Athletic 1  

Celtic lose early 
lead in Glasgow

Taynuilt stay 
on course

NEWTONMORE stretched 

Premier table with a 5-1 
home win over Lochaber.

While the result looks like 
a clear-cut victory, the reality 

with Newtonmore toiling 

against a stubborn Lochaber 

the little that was thrown at 
them.

to make changes by the 

of the restart when David 

deadlock in Newtonmore’s 
favour. Fifteen minutes 
later Glen Macintosh added 
Newtomore’s second but 

Angus Morrison had made a 
series of outstanding saves. 

Any chance of Lochaber 
being rewarded for their 
considerable effort faded 
after Danny MacRae netted 

Newtonmore’s third goal, 
with Cheyne scoring a fourth 
within another two minutes.

Lochaber gained what was 

when Sean Nicolson ran 
through the home defence 
to score but Newtonmore 
substitute Evan Menzies 
restored the four-goal 
advantage with 10 minutes 

edge to the scoreline.
This Saturday, Bute will 

try to gain from Lochaber’s 
loss when they travel to the 
Eilan, while Lochaber and 
Glenorchy meet at Dalmally 
in a relegation battle with 
Glenorhcy boosted by last 
week’s win at Inveraray.

THREE second-half goals gave 

Premier Division tie against Oban 
Camanachd at Drumnadrochit 
on Saturday, taking them clear in 

The visitors took the lead after 22 
minutes with a well-taken goal from 

have doubled their advantage when 
MacIntyre hit the net again only for 
referee Derek Camerion to rule the 
‘goal’ offside.

Boosted by this let-off, the home 
side came back into the match and 
equalised with seven minutes of the 

to net the rebound.
Within a minute of the second-

half starting Glenurquhart took the 
lead when Urquhart found the net 
again and the home side went on to 
score two more goals through Lewis 
Maclennan and Calum Miller.

Ian MacMillan hit the Glen’s 

goal back with a well-worked move 
which substitute Scott MacMillan 

further goals to force a draw.
Glenurquhart travel to Inveraray 

this Saturday aiming to make their 
last few games in what has been a 

Camanachd have a free weekend.
The Oban clubs’ attentions will 

focus on the South Division One 

Camanachd’s reserve side Lochside 
Rovers could lift the league title if 

derby against Oban Celtic.

Shinty
Scottish Hydro Premier Division

Glenurquhart 4 
Oban Camanachd 2

Newtonmore leave it 
late against Lochaber

Three second-half goals clinch 

Inveraray’s Nick Crawford clears as a last minute goal at the Win-

defeated Inveraray 4-3 Picture - PJ MacDougall

Grant Irvine blasts the 
ball though the Kingussie 
defence as Kyles snatched 

a place in this season’s 
Camanachd Cup Final 
against Fort William 

Picture - John MacTavish

Kyles stun 
Kingussie

Shinty
Scottish Hydro 

Camanachd Cup 

Kyles Athletic 4 
Kingussie 3 

after extra time

KYLES Athletic will take 

after ousting Kingussie from 
this season’s Scottish Hydro 

Few fancied the 
Tighnabruaich team’s 

after being 4-1 behind at 
Ballachulish before that 
game had to be abandoned 

have been a lot better, but 

outstanding.
A late equaliser from Kevin 

Thain forced the tie into 
extra time and again many 
thought that Kyles’ chance 

scoring for the Argyll men 
after 14 minutes but Kevin 
Thain, back in the Kingussie 

teams level again within six 
minutes.

And so it remained until 

free from some very close 

the Kyles’ net on the hour.

minutes, Duncan Kerr 
equalised for Kyles then, 
with the Kingussie defence 

Kyles ahead and within three 

came back to level the scores 
and force the semi into added 
time.

last and scored again nine 
minutes into the second 

James Hutchinson was sent 
off with Kerr missing the 

SKYE received a boost without hitting a ball after Caberfeidh 

them 3-2 victory at Kirkton.

Beauly 3-1 at the Bught Park to claim only their second win 
of the season.

MacLean but MacKinnon equalised two minutes later.

Shock results in North 1

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1450

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
I Macdonald, Tower Drive, Gourock and E MacKinnon, Marine House Onich
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FRIDAY

16
25

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
The forecast for Thursday is for long periods of heavy 

rain with only a small chance of sunny intervals. Winds 
moderate north westerly. Temperatures 8ºC to 16ºC

Friday
Again spells of heavy rain are forecast for throughout the 
day. Winds moderate north westerly.Temperatures 8ºC to 

15ºC.
Weekend Outlook 

A mixture of light rain and some sunny intervals are 
forecast. Winds moderate westerly. 

Temperatures 8ºC to 17ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, September 3, 2009
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.03 3.5 11.25 1.0 17.19 3.9 23.41 1.1
Fri 05.34 3.7 11.54 0.9 17.52 4.0 **.** *.*                 
Sat 00.10 1.0 06.04 3.8 12.22 0.8 18.23 4.1
Sun 00.40 0.9 06.30 3.9 12.48 0.8 18.50 4.1
Mon 01.08 0.9 06.53 3.8 13.13 0.9 19.16 4.0
Tues 01.35 0.9 07.18 3.8 13.39 1.0 19.43 3.9
Wed 02.02 1.0 07.48 3.7 14.10 1.1 20.15 3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Kyles squeeze out Kingussie

Oban regatta 
sails through 
the storm

Kyles defenders Donald Irvine and Roddy MacDonald combine to stop Kingussie’s Ronald Ross - Kyles went on 
Picture: John MacTavish

A DECISION to abandon 
Saturday’s races in this year’s 
Oban Town Dinghy Regatta 

a force seven squall in Oban 
Bay just minutes before the 
advertised start of the event.

Gough decided to set short 

courses for four races on 

race to round off the regatta.
Thirteen assorted dinghies 

competed in two classes with 
a separate award again being 
made for the best novice 

helm’s person with less than 
18 months experience, this 
year won by Angus Sinclair.

The light winds still around 
on Sunday morning tested 
the abilities of all the racers 
to keep their boats moving 
and spot the stronger patches 
of wind.

After two races the fast 
handicap class lead was 
shared by three boats.

Richard Shellcock in Full
Contact
third, Andrew Chapman’s 
Zzaapp gained a third and 

Zzziip scored two seconds.
Angus Sinclair in Glen

Engineering gained two 
seconds in the slow class.

In the fast class the 
honours in race three went 
to Tim Bleazard in Krabby
Party from Andrew and Eric 
Chapman. Race four was 
won by Andrew Chapman 
and in the slow class 
Angus Sinclair won race 
three. Race four was won 
by Patrick Shellcock from 
Angus followed by Alison 
Chadwick in the Mirror Blue
Dolphin.

Andrew Chapman, who took 
the Western Isles Shield, 
won the fast handicap while 
the slow handicap was again 
won by Patrick Shellcock.

The Frostbite Series starts 
on Sunday, September 6 
at 2pm for six successive 
weekends. Competitors 
should assemble at 1pm at 
the club.

Sailing

IT WILL be an early rise on 
the Isle of Mull for around 
20 adventure runners as 
they take part in a new three 
day race challenge starting  
at Duart Castle tomorrow 
(Friday).

Sir Lachlan Maclean, the 
chief of the Clan Maclean 
who lives at Duart Castle, 
will start the Vango Eagle 
Isle Ultra at the historic 
landmark.

Terrain
The race challenge will 

feature the Isle of Mull’s 
remote terrain and will see 
around 20 participants race 
on foot between Duart Castle 
and Tobermory.

The runners’ route will 
take in the many and varied 
topography on the island 
including mountainous 
areas of the island, hillsides, 
lochsides, mountain passes, 
tracks and forest and scenic 
roadways during the race. 

Starting at Duart Castle at 
9am on Friday, participants 
will head towards the masts 
at Maol nan Uan during day 
one of the event.

They will then spend a 
night under the stars by the 
shore near the village of 
Salen.

Day two will see a long 

COLONSAY’S golf course 
had never looked better for 
this year’s annual open, held 
on Saturday, August 22. 

For once the day was 
blessed with decent 
weather conditions and play 
commenced at 2pm. 

A total of 24 players took 

THE Oban Tennis Club Mens 
and Ladies singles tournaments 
will be held on Sunday at 
Atlantis Leisure. All members 
are welcome to enter on the day 
at 11:30am.

ON FRIDAY August 28 only 
four boats competed for the 
second race in a series of 
three races for the visitors 
cup.

In very windy conditions 

Hay and his crew, Fiona 
Mackenzie, capsized and the 
race was abandoned.

Conditions were still 
windy on Saturday, August 
27 and only three local 
boats and no centreboards 
ventured out for the race for 
the jubilee trophy.

The winner was Graham 
Sharp in Rona
the boat has won this trophy 
but Graham has won twice 
before in a centreboard.

Second was Colin 
McAndrew in Sirius and 
third was Douglas Hamilton 
in Ajax.

Saints left reeling after last 
minute winner at Greenock

THIS Saturday’s results 
included a 5-1 win for Oban 
Saints under 13s against 
Clydebank Boys Club.

Netting for Saints were 
Zak Straub, Alan Buchanan, 
Fraser MacFarlane (2) and 
Daniel MacMillan. 

Scoring for Saints under 
15s in the 2-2 draw with 
Dumbarton Rock were 
Martin MacPherson and 
Keiron  MacInnes. 

beat the Under 19s 8-0 on 
Saturday.

Under 13s v Blair Thistle
Under 19s v Alba Thistle 

5-1 victory for 
Saints under 13s

Scottish Amateur League 
Premier Division
Greenock HSFP 2

Oban Saints 1

A GOAL in the last minute 
of this premier division 
league game by High School 
striker Gordon Smith denied 
Saints a share of the points 
in a cracking game played at 
Battery Park.

Conditions were not ideal 
for good football with a 
strong blustery wind making 

credit to the players from 
both teams for making it 
such an entertaining game.

The game started at a 
cracking pace with both 
teams knocking the ball 

the home side who should 
have taken the lead in the 
12th minute when Connor 
Dow put Gary Loughran 
through with a great pass 
but the wee striker pulled his 
shot past the post.

Both teams created several 
half chances as the game 
approached half time, but 
there was no scoring at the 
interval.

to end, but neither keeper 

was called on to make any 

It looked like the game 
was going to end in a 0-0 
draw, but this was not to 
be the case as three goals 
were scored in the last nine 
minutes.

Saints took the lead in the 
81st minute when young 
Mattie Rippon played in 
Allan MacKay and the Oban 
striker wasted no time in 
blasting a right foot shot high 
into the net past Greenock 
keeper Colin McKenzie.

However the lead lasted 
only four minutes. Willie 
Gemmell gave away a free 

kick out wide on the right 

Michael O’Donoghue was 

home from close range.
Lucky

Greenock pushed more 
players up front in an effort 
to get that vital winner and 
this they got in the last 
minute of regulation time.

Striker Gordon Smith was 
standing in the six yard box 
when a wicked corner was 

ball hit him on the thigh and 
ended up in the back of the 
net - lucky, yes - but they all 
count.

There was barely time 
for referee Michael Auld, 
who had a good game, to 
restart play and it was a 
very disappointed Saints 
squad that trudged off the 
park at the end of the ninety 
minutes.

gutted at the result. 
He said: ‘Football can be a 

cruel game at times. Maybe 
we didn’t deserve to win the 
game, but we certainly didn’t 
deserve to lose it.’

This Saturday Saints are 
back down at the Tail o’ the 
Bank where they take on 
Inverclyde at Gourock.

Allan MacKay

Football

haul across a mountain pass 
and lochside track into the 
mountainous interior of the 
island.

Following a crossing of 
Mull’s wilderness area, 
participants will descend and 

Loch Na Keal.
Day three features a very 

different type of route with 
the bulk being spent in the 
forests to the north of the 
island before hopefully 

in Tobermory on Sunday, 
September 6. 

the race challenge has taken 
place on the Isle of Mull and 
organisers hope this will be 
the beginning of an annual 
event.

Donation
Most of the participants 

will be raising money for 
various charities and there 
will also be a donation to a 
local Mull charity on behalf 
of the race.

For more information on 
the Vango Ealge Isle Ultra 
visit the ‘eagle isle ultra’ 
website or contact Duart 
Castle on  01680 812 309 or 
by visiting its website.

Mull to host three 
day race challenge

Sailing

Only four 
boats race at 
Plockton

Colonsay course has never looked better as island hosts open tournament
part in the men’s competition, 
there was one brave lady, 
and unfortunately no one in 
the over 65s.

The junior entry was very 
encouraging with four boys 
and two girls. 

Equally so, the number of 
visitors who had arranged 

their return visits to the 
island to coincide with the 
open.

Provisional plans are afoot 
to change the format to an all 
day event next year.  

and many aching limbs, 
an excellent ceilidh was 
enjoyed by all.

The stars were the four 
young pipers, who lived up 
to the islands strong piping 
tradition.

Results
Scratch competition (best 
gross):

1 Ian Congdon, 2 Steven 
MacAllister (local), 3 David 
Ireland; Handicap (best nett 
scores) championship cup 
open to all : 1 Eddie Swift, 2 
Ian Congdon, 3 Bobby; Sheild

(locals): 1 Chris Nisbet, 2 Trevor 
Patrick, 3 Steven MacAllister; 
Juniors Boys 1 Tom Stoddart; 
Girls 1 Holly Nisbet; Other 
juniors: Dougal Forsyth, 

Marley Mahon; Ladies 1

Bartholomew Person 

Golf

Football

Mens and ladies 
singles on Sunday

Tennis

Computer glitch 
delays results

Sailing
FIFTEEN dinghies turned 
out for the last two races of 
the third aggregate series but 
the overall results remain 
uncertain due to a computer 
glitch.
The full results will be made 
known next week.

Results:

1 Michael the Minitonn David
Crisp
2 Girl Karina Owen Hoey
3 Hot Toddy Alison Chadwick

1 Pay Back Steven Forteith
2 ZZAAPP Andrew Chapman
3 Krabby Patty Tim Bleazard
4 167773 Andrew Barrington

1 Wavelength
2 Unsponsored 2 Matthew Strachan
3 Hardy Angus Sinclair
4 unSponsored 1 Tierney Carter

1 Pay Back Steven Forteith
2 ZZAAPP Andrew Chapman
3 Rosie Adam Davies
4 Krabby Patty Tim Bleazard

1 Wavelength
2 Tallulah Colin Currie
3 Unsponsored 2 Matthew Strachan
4 Hardy Angus Sinclair

Athletics
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