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Serving the west since 1861

Two Oban men have been 
jailed for a total of 43 months 
for their part in an assault 
involving the use of the blunt 
side of a knife.

David Ogilvie, 33, who was 
previously remanded in Low 
Moss Prison, was sentenced 
to 28 months, and Michael 
MacPhee, 33, of 4 Burnside 
Court, Oban, to 15 months.

During the second day of a 
jury trial, both men pleaded 
guilty to shouting, swearing 
and uttering threats of vio-
lence, as well as repeatedly 
punching, kicking and holding 
a knife to another person’s 
neck.

� e victim sustained frac-
tured ribs and swelling and 
bruising to his face.

� e Oban men were sen-
tenced on Tuesday August 28 at 
Oban Sheri�  Court, where the 
court heard that on February 
18 this year, the victim was in a 
� at with Ogilvie and MacPhee. 

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said a couple of days 
a� er, the victim attended Oban 
police station and gave a state-
ment. Mr McGinty continued: 
‘Having falling asleep, [the vic-
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tim] woke up in the morning 
and Ogilvie was ‘� ipping out’.’

In his statement, [the victim] 
said: ‘He started leathering me, 
punching me to my head and 
face, and started kicking me to 
my ribs and head when I was 
lying on the living room � oor. 
He then had a knife. I thought 
he slit my throat, but he used 
the blunt side.’

In another statement, the 
victim revealed MacPhee 
had arrived and was being 
really aggressive towards him 
by shouting and swearing. 
‘I don’t know if [MacPhee] 
hit me. I collapsed and lost 
consciousness.’

Mr McGinty informed the 
courtroom police subsequently 
searched the � at where the 
incident occurred and seized a 
knife and mobile phones.

Mr McGinty said: ‘Ogilvie’s 
DNA was found on the handle 
and traces of [the victim’s] was 
found on the spine or back of 
the knife.’

On one of the phones, 
which belonged to a witness, 
police found photographs 
that had been sent from the 
witness’s phone that showed 

the victim with injuries to 
his face. Messages sent a� er 
photographs were also found 
read: ‘[Ogilvie] gave him a few 
slaps, [MacPhee] did the rest’ 
and ‘wanting to go to hospital 
because he thinks his ribs are 
broken ha ha’.

In Ogilvie’s defence, solicitor 
Michael Poggi said his client 
was going through a di�  cult 
period.  Mr Poggi said: ‘His 
life spiralled out of control.’ 
However, ‘during his period on 
remand, he is not abusing any 
substances and it quite literally 
is saving his life’. In MacPhee’s 
defence, Edward � ornton said 
the 33-year-old had struggled 
with a serious drug problem 
for ‘many, many years’.  

Sentencing Ogilvie to 28 
months, Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
said: ‘� ese are serious o� enc-
es. � e use of a knife, even the 
blunt side, is appalling.’ � e 
33-year-old’s sentence will be 
backdated to February 26.

Jailing MacPhee for 15 
months, Sheri�  Hughes added: 
‘While I accept your conduct 
was not as serious, you chose 
to associate yourself with this 
assault.’

W I N 
A GUARANTEED 
£2,500 
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see page 63 for full details 
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2 TICKETS
to Lisa McHugh
Corran Halls, Oban
see page 39 for full details 
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M&S launches 
‘golden tickets’ 
giveaway
� e � rst 200 customers to 
enter the new M&S Foodhall 
in Oban today (� ursday) 
are in for a treat as 200 ‘gold-
en tickets’ will be handed 
out.

One of the golden tickets 
includes a £200 gi�  card 
with other prizes including 
two £100 gi�  cards, as well 
as £20 and £5 o�  vouchers 
to use towards in-store 
shopping. � e new M&S 
Foodhall opens at Oban 
Retail Park today � ursday 
August 30 at 10am and will 
be the second to open in the 
West Highlands in the past 
year a� er the launch of M&S 
Fort  William in  November 
2017. Manager Stuart 
MacKin non said: ‘� ere is a 
real buzz locally around the 
new store and to add to this 
excitement we’re giving each 
of our � rst 200 customers a 
golden ticket. All our cus-
tomers will have to do is peel 
back their ticket to reveal 
their prize.’

� e store will be open from 
8am-9pm Monday to Friday, 
8am-8pm Saturday  and 
9am-7pm on Sunday.

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

by Ryan Peteranna
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Green light 
given for 300 
Dunbeg homes
Councillors have agreed plans 
to build 300 new a� ordable 
homes in Dunbeg, but there 
will be no new primary school, 
less parking and garden space 
and a more compact site, 
leading to claims residents are 
being ‘short-changed’.

‘� is is one of the biggest  – if 
not the biggest – planning 
applications I have ever consid-
ered,’ Councillor Robin Currie 
told the planning committee 
on � ursday: ‘� is is a very 
exciting day.’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
said currently there were 1,000 
people on the housing waiting 
list and Oban, a university 
town, should be encouraging 
young people to stay.

Councillors approved the 
plan despite minor departures 
to the Local Development Plan 
(LDP), deciding the bene� ts 

‘outweigh the failure to meet 
LDP standards in full’.

It will form a mix of one- to 
three-storey buildings, either 
semi-detached, terraced or 
in ‘clusters’, in ‘four or � ve 
colourings to give it a sense of 
place and character’, accessed 
through a single entry, which 
already serves the two plots 
of West Highland Housing 
Association homes.

� e 300 homes will be com-
pressed into a denser area than 
approved in the masterplan in 
2017 and window-to-window 
privacy standards will not be 
fully met for 17 houses, which 
would be o� set by landscaping.

Garden sizes would also be 
‘below ideal standards’ for 
56 houses, mitigated by the 
‘outstanding amenity space on 
the doorstep’. Parking will also 
be cut, falling 10 per cent below 
standards set out in the LDP.

Councillor Gordon Blair said 
‘it might be a wee bit here and 

a wee bit there, but people are 
being short-changed ... Is this 
not the point where we say go 
back and sharpen your pencils  
and sort these problems out?’

Head of planning and regu-
latory services Angus Gilmour 
said the site was so challenging 
‘there was some real doubt 
whether this was ever going to 
be developed. We have come 
up with an a� ordable, viable 
solution’.

Councillor George Freeman, 
surprised no objections were 
lodged by consultees including  
Dunbeg Community Council, 
calculated Dunbeg Primary 
School would need space for 
180 more children.

Mr Gilmour said the council 
‘have con� rmed there is no 
need for a new school’. 

Councillor Devon added: ‘I 
am delighted the education 
department says there is 
budget there to grow when the 
community grows.’

Mull Mòd marks 80th 
anniversary milestone

Hundreds of musicians and 
storytellers will gather in 
Tobermory next weekend as 
Mull Mòd celebrates its 80th 
anniversary.

Organisers promise a 
ceilidh trail, songbook and 
dinner dance to mark the 
occasion, next Friday and 
Saturday, September 7 and 8.

� e penultimate provincial 
Mòd, it will be followed by 
Barra Mòd on September 22 
then the Royal National Mòd 
in Dunoon from October 
12-20.

A statement on the Mull 
Mòd website said: ‘We are 
delighted so many competi-
tors and supporters continue 
to enjoy the challenges and 
atmosphere of our Mòd, and 
hope this will remain the case 
for many years to come.’

� e event, o�  cially called 
Mòd Ionadach na Dreòlluinn, 
began in Tobermory on June 
14, 1938, attracting around 
100 entries from Mull and 
Coll. 

Since then, the event has 
expanded to include entrants 

from across Scotland and fur-
ther a� eld, and is now consid-
ered a preamble to the Royal 
National Mòd in October.

� e competition was es-
tablished to promote Gaelic 
language development 
through a variety of singing, 
instrumental and storytelling 
performances. 

� is year, 20 provincial 
Mòds have taken place across 
Scotland, including in Oban, 
Lochaber and the Hebrides.

Meanwhile, An Communn 
Gàidhealach, which organis-
es the Royal National Mòd, 
has been running new Gaelic 
drama and music courses in 
Dunoon to help children and 
young adults prepare for the 
national event, funded via 
Event Scotland.

As part of fundraising 
e� orts to get to the national 
event, Mull Mòd Club has 
held a tombola a ra�  e and a 
‘guess the unicorn’s birthday’ 
competition, all of which 
helped raise more than £750.

Further details about this 
year’s Mòd events will be 
announced on the websites 
www.mullmod.org.uk and 
www.ancommunn.co.uk

Jatta Hillgen stacks the shelves ahead of the grand opening today (Thursday).

M&S Foodhall due to open in Oban today
Queues were expected 
outside Oban’s new M&S 
Foodhall hours before it was 
due to open today.

Sta�  have been working 
in teams getting to know 
new work friends and � lling 
the shelves ready for the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
10am today (� ursday). Four 
Rock� eld Primary School 
pupils and Oban High 
School Pipe Band were to do 
the honours.

With one day to go before 
opening, store manager 
Stuart MacKinnon told � e 
Oban Times: ‘We are doing 
grand. It wouldn’t surprise 
me one bit if people don’t 
start queuing up at about 
eight in the morning.’

� e store has already been 
in touch with Hope Kitchen 
and will be donating goods 
past their shelf-life and there 
are plans to fundraise for the 
RNLI.

‘Oban is a wonderfully vi-
brant and bustling town and 
we want our store to comple-
ment that vibrancy and add 
to the feelgood factor people 
get when they come here,’ 
added Mr MacKinnon.

� e store, which has created 
48 jobs, will sell thousands of 
food and drink items, stock-
ing some clothing and home 
products, have a click and 
collect service and a � tting 
room.
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� Between 5.30pm on 
Wednesday August 15 and 
5.30pm Sunday August 19, in 
North Shian, Appin, the bumper 
of a green Mini was scratched.
� Between noon and 12.30pm 
on Sunday August 19, in 
Ganavan Road, Oban, a black 
Range Rover was damaged 
when it was struck by another 
vehicle. 

The driver failed to report the 
collision.
� At 11am on Monday August 
20, in North Connel, a man, 
aged 30, was stopped and 
searched by police and found 

in possession of cannabis. He 
was charged and issued with a 
recordable police warning.
� At 3am on Wednesday August 
22, in Shore Street, Oban, a 
man, aged 18, assaulted anoth-
er man by spitting at him. 

The man was arrested and 
attempted to assault a police 
o�  cer. 

He was charged and a 
report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� At 10.30am on Friday August 
24, in Soroba Road, Oban, a 
man, aged 37, was stopped 
and searched by police and 

found in possession of heroin. 
The man was charged and a 
report will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� At 7.10pm on Saturday August 
25, in Corran Brae, Oban, a man, 
aged 27, allegedly breached 
bail conditions imposed by the 
court by approaching a woman. 
Police arrested and charged 
the man. 

A report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� Anyone with information on 
any incident should call 101 or 
anonymously to Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111.

POLICE FILES Sergeant Iain MacNicol

Bidding is wild 
for Runrig shirt
Bidding went wild for the 
Runrig-signed shinty shirt 
put up for auction last week 
by musician and broadcaster 
Gary Innes.

With bids coming in from 
across the world, including 
a Skye man struggling with 
his wi�  in Albania, bidding 
closed this week for the shirt 
worn by Gary on-stage at 
Runrig’s Last Dance shows 
and signed by the legendary 
band once the � nal curtain 
came down.

Bidding reached a phenom-
enal £4,232. A� er eBay takes 
its percentage, this leaves 
£3,809 which Gary is donat-
ing to help develop youth 
shinty.

Highland-born accordi-
onist and founding member 
of Mánran, Gary had the 
honour of joining Runrig as 
part of their Last Dance � nale 

shows in Stirling, performing 
as part of their famous shinty 
song Clash of the Ash.

Gary said: ‘I’ve been com-

pletely blown away by the 
amount of money the strip 
has generated for youth shin-
ty. However, it is not a sur-

prise there has been so much 
interest as I’ve never known 
a band to have a fanbase like 
Runrig does.

‘� is money will go a long 
way to help youth shinty and 
its development, which will be 
fantastic for the sport and its 
future. A huge thanks again 
to the Runrig lads for signing 
the shirt – true advocates of 
Scottish culture to the end.’

Gary was the front-cover 
image and poster boy for 
Runrig’s penultimate album, 
Everything You See, in 2007 
and has subsequently joined 
the band on many occasions 
to perform Clash of the Ash 
since � rst taking to the stage 
with them in Drumnadrochit 
in 2007.

While on-stage both nights, 
Gary sported his No.9 
Scotland captain shinty strip 
he wore at the last Scotland 
win at Croke Park as part 
of the 2010 shinty/hurling 
international meet.

Gary Innes with the signed shirt that went for £4,232.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

‘Relief’ as Mull Gaelic school � nds teacher
A teacher has � nally been 
found for the Ross of Mull’s 
new Gaelic school, a� er the 
Home O�  ce denied a visa 
to the only applicant from 
Canada.

Bunessan Primary School’s 
new Gaelic teacher, Sarah 
Gillies from the Isle of Lewis, 
began teaching four pupils 
at the start of this term, a� er 
a two-year saga that made 
national headlines.

� e school, which educates 
around 40 pupils, provides 
English and Gaelic-medium 
education following a request 
by Ross of Mull and Iona 
Comann nam Pàrant group 

in 2016. � e job for a new 
Gaelic teacher was advertised 
in summer 2017, when three 
primary pupils were due to 
start, followed by another in 
2018.

Canadian Sìne Halfpenny 
from Antigonish in Nova 
Scotia, a Gaelic teacher qual-
i� ed to work in Scotland, was 
the only applicant. She was 
interviewed in September 
and o� ered the job, but the 
Home O�  ce rejected her visa 
three times.

Children on the Ross of 
Mull went into their second 
year without a Gaelic teacher. 
But this week Argyll and 

Bute Council said: ‘We can 
con� rm we have recruited for 
this role.’

Parent council chairman 
Andy Johnston, whose 
youngest daughter is at last 
learning Gaelic at the school, 
said: ‘We are thrilled. � e 
Gaelic part of the school is 
properly up and running. It 
has been a long slog.

‘It is a big relief. We were 
starting to think it would 
never happen. � ere are quite 
a lot of boards looking for a 
teacher. 

‘We are pleased to have her. 
We hope she enjoys the job 
and wishes to stay.’

Seal of approval for 
discovery in Islay dig
Archaeologists have discov-
ered a rare seal belonging to a 
former Islay land owner dating 
back to the 16th century.

A team excavating Dunyvaig 
Castle found the item, used 
to mark legal documents, in 
rubble below a collapsed wall 
and identi� ed its owner as Sir 
John Campbell of Cawdor.

A delegation from the 
charity Islay Heritage and the 
University of Reading will con-
tinue to excavate the site until 
tomorrow (Friday) and intend 
to return next year.

Excavation director Dr 
Darko Maričević described 
the � nd as ‘remarkable’. He 
said: ‘Not only is it a beautiful 
and well-preserved object, 
but it comes from the � oor of 
a building we can now con� -
dently date to the Campbell 
occupation.

‘So, buried below this � oor, 
we will have the story of the 
MacDonalds – the Lords of the 
Isles – to reveal.’

� e seal, about 2cms in 
diameter, includes the Cawdor 
coat of arms with galley-ship 
and stag, and the inscription 
‘Ioannis Campbell de Calder’.

Reading student Zoë Wiacek, 

who found the seal, was ini-
tially unsure what it was. She 
said: ‘I called over my trench 
supervisor, and when it was 
li� ed, the soil fell away to show 
the inscription. � en everyone 
became excited. I am so proud 
to have found something so 
important for the project and 
for Islay.’

Islay Heritage chairman 
and project director Professor 
Steven Mithen said: ‘Coming 
towards the end of the dig, 
a� er the team had worked so 
hard to move huge amounts of 
turf and rubble, this has been a 
thrilling discovery.

‘We have found a piece 
of Islay’s past and Scottish 
history. We can’t wait to start 
digging again in 2019.’

Zoe Wiacek found the seal.
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Willie is on his 
bike for charity
A Dunbeg man who � rst slung 
his leg over a bike’s crossbar 
just this year began an epic 
cycle trek on Sunday.

Building contractor Willie 
Neilson, 29, is riding the 737 
miles back to Oban from 
Land’s End for three Scottish 
charities: the Craighalbert 
Centre, the Beatson and 
Alzheimer Scotland.

� e two-wheeled challenge 
has already collected nearly 
£6,000 – well above the £5,000 
goal on his gofundmepage 
at: www.gofundme.com/
bigbillsbigcycle

Willie, who plays shinty for 
Oban Camanachd, is trying 
to crack his challenge in just 
seven days a� er buying his � rst 
road bike earlier this year for 
the Oban Sportive.

Willie said earlier: ‘� is year, 
instead of taking my annual 
leave to spend on a beach with 
family and friends, I will be 

taking it to start peddling my 
bike on my marathon journey.’

� e three charities are close 
to Willie’s heart and were 
chosen in honour of various 
people in his life.

On his gofundme page, Willie 
said: ‘In 2017, my gran passed 
away a� er su� ering from 
Alzheimer’s disease. She lived 
in a nursing home for her own 
safety and wellbeing.  Going 

to visit her really opened my 
eyes to how this illness of 
the brain can rob a person of 
their  independence and their 
memories. A� er it a� ected our 
family I decided to raise money 
to donate towards  Alzheimer 
Scotland funds. Today it is 
estimated that 90,000 people 
are living with dementia in 
Scotland.  Alzheimer Scotland 
funds dementia nurses, 

dementia advisers, a 24-hour 
dementia helpline and the 
dementia research centre.’

Willie’s sister-in-law, Laura, 
has cerebral palsy, which 
in� uenced his second choice of 
charity. He said: ‘When Laura 
was growing up, she went 
to a specialist school called 
the Craighalbert Centre.  It 
provides educational and 
therapy services for children 
and young people throughout 
Scotland a� ected by cerebral 
palsy and other neurological 
conditions, which result in dis-
orders of learning, movement 
and communication.

‘Laura really enjoyed her 
trips to this school, which 
helped her education and also 
aided her development both 
mentally and physically.’

Also last year Willie’s granny 
Jean was diagnosed with can-
cer.  She was admitted to the 
Beatson hospital in Glasgow. 
Willie said: ‘� ankfully, a� er 
her course of treatments there, 
she was given the all clear.’

Dunbeg’s Willie Neilson is undertaking an epic challenge.

Argyll and Bute appeals 
for more foster carers
Could you o� er a child a 
home in a secure, loving 
environment? If so, Argyll 
and Bute Council is looking 
for you to come forward and 
apply to become a foster carer.

� ere are currently a num-
ber of young people looking 
for foster carers in Argyll and 
Bute, either on a temporary 
basis while plans are made for 
their future, or for an extend-
ed period if they are unable to 
go back to their family.

Policy lead for social care 
Councillor Kieron Green 
said: ‘� ere are a number of 
reasons why children and 
young people can’t remain 
with their own families and 
need to be looked a� er and 
accommodated.

‘Unfortunately, however, 
we don’t have enough foster 
carers to provide these young 
people with the caring, stable 
environment they deserve 
and we are calling on mem-
bers of the public to help.

‘Every child deserves to live 
in a safe, loving home but un-
fortunately that’s not always 
possible. � at’s why we need 
people in our communities to 
help – to give a child a chance.

‘Foster carers can come from 
a variety of backgrounds. Your 
age, marital status, sexual 
status do not matter. � e most 
important thing for us is that 
we match the children with 
people who we believe will 
give them love and stability. 
We are particularly looking 
for foster carers for teenagers 
and for sibling groups.

‘If you are interested and 
think that you could help 
make a di� erence to a young 
person’s life. Please do get in 
touch with us.’

For further information, 
please visit www.argyll-bute.
gov.u k /s o c i a l- c a re -a nd-
health/fostering or call 01546 
605 517.

Oban Times reader Fiona Tindall sent in this photo of 
the lorry that struck Connel Bridge.

Engineers escape injury as lorry hits bridge
Safety engineers were carry-
ing out a routine inspection 
on Connel Bridge when a 
lorry struck it.

No one was hurt but the 
bridge on the A828 had to be 
shut to tra�  c and pedestri-
ans while the HGV, which hit 
one of the overhead beams, 
had to reverse o� .

It happened at around noon 
last Wednesday and stayed 
closed for just more than an 
hour.  � e incident sparked 
31 comments on Oban and 
Lorn Road Watch’s Facebook 
page.

Queuing tra�  c on the 
Connel side was backed up to 
Poppies Garden Centre   and 
pedestrians trying to cross it 
were told to go back and wait.

Ann Gunn posted: ‘How 
many times does it need to be 
hit before it’s badly damaged 
and closed for a long time. 
Time there was a height 
barrier put up.’

Last December a lorry 
struck the bridge, forcing 
90-minute detours via 
Glencoe while engineers 
checked the structure.

A spokeswoman for BEAR 
Scotland con� rmed a HGV 
had struck one of the over-
head beams in the latest inci-
dent. ‘� e bridge was closed 
while the HGV was recov-
ered, and the bridge checked 
for safety and assessed for 

any damage by engineers 
who were already at Connel 
Bridge completing a routine 
annual bridge inspection on 
behalf of BEAR Scotland. 
Once it was assessed for safe-
ty, Police Scotland reopened 
the bridge at around 1.50pm,’ 
she said.

Bridge engineers have been 
inspecting the bridge since 
late July using rope-access 
to get beneath it and check 
everything is safe and to plan 
maintenance for the year 
ahead.

BEAR Scotland says it 
will keep reviewing road 
safety options at the location. 
Transport Scotland has 
already said increasing the 
height clearance is among 

upgrade options for the 
bridge over the next � ve 
years. At present, there are 
advanced signs warning mo-
torists of the restricted height 
access on Connel Bridge, as 
well as an automatic � ashing 
warning sign that is triggered 
when a vehicle in excess of 
the restriction approaches 
the bridge. ‘We will continue 
to review all options with re-
gard to improving road safe-
ty at this location,’ said  the 
BEAR spokeswoman.

Earlier this year   con-
cerns about the bridge’s 
lifespan were raised at 
Ardchattan Community 
Council. Members wanted to 
know  if Transport Scotland 
had a replacement plan.

Kieron Green.
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Rock� eld shares rocket to £205,900
An astounding £205,900 has 
been raised for � e Rock� eld 
Centre by the communi-
ty  share o� er organised by 
Oban Communities Trust 
(OCT).

In just nine weeks 
since the share o� er was 
launched, individuals, or-
ganisations and businesses 
have shown their support 
for � e Rock� eld Centre 
project and its importance, 
not only to the town but its 
surrounding communities 
and nationwide.

Eleanor MacKinnon, pro-
ject facilitator, said: ‘� is is 
an absolutely massive contri-
bution from the community 
in a very short period of time 
and underpins how people 
feel about the signi� cance 
of  � e Rock� eld Centre. 
� ank you to all who have 
shown their support. � is is 
an investment in your centre, 
which will be the all-inclu-
sive community cultural hub 
of the town, its communities 
and further a� eld.’

Graham MacQueen, a 
director of OCT, added: ‘We 
are extremely proud to be 
part of a community that  is 
able to recognise the value of 
� e Rock� eld Centre to our 
town.’

Now OCT is moving 
forward with work on the 

building planned to com-
mence in December.

Eleanor explained: ‘It is 
a hugely exciting time for 
the project. We are on the 
� nal steps in raising the  £3 
million cost of the capital 
works. � e money raised 
from community shares 
means we are demonstrat-
ing that this is a project 
that the community wants 
to see happen sooner rather 
than  later and reduces our 
need for loan capital.

‘Meantime, work con-
tinues as normal with 
our programme of winter 
workshops being prepared 
and  our regular monthly 
events restarting for the 
winter. Should anyone have 
missed the community 
share opportunities and 
would still like to assist, 
then please do get in touch. 
Call in at the o�  ce next 
to the community shop or 
email us on admin@thero-
ck� eldcentre.org.uk.’

The Oban Times is among the local businesses to 
back the share o� er, buying £1,000 worth. Operations 
director Keith McIntyre, right, was thanked by Gordon 
McNab, chairman of Oban Communities Trust.

Oban drink driver 
leaves sheri�  horri� ed
A sheri�  was le�  horri� ed af-
ter a drink driver from Oban 
tried to outrun the police.

Peter Smith, of 11 
Hazeldean Crescent, Oban, 
pleaded guilty to dangerous 
driving and driving under 
the in� uence of alcohol.

When detained, the 
39-year-old had 53 micro-
grammes of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of breath, when the 
legal limit is 22mg in 100ml.

� e incident occurred 
on May 19 this year and 
Smith was sentenced at Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Tuesday 
August 14, where Sheri�  
Patrick Hughes disquali� ed 
Smith from driving for 18 
months and ordered him to 
carry out 180 hours of unpaid 
work.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said Smith refused 
to stop his van on Craigard 
Road when police o�  cers 
put on their blue lights. He 
sped up and drove around the 
police car.

� e police pursued Smith 
with lights and sirens down 
Ardconnel Road in ‘close 
proximity to pedestrians, 
narrowly missing them’.

� ere came a point when 
another police vehicle tried to 
cut Smith o�  but he failed to 
pull over.

‘� e vehicle sped up again,’ 
Mr McGinty said. ‘At that 
point it drove down a steep 
set of pedestrian steps before 
colliding with a tree and 
coming to a stop.’

When brought back to the 
station, Smith’s reply was: ‘I 
wish I had never done it.’

Defence agent   Edward 
� ornton said: ‘Why he went 
in the vehicle, he struggles 
to say, but he regrets deeply 
that decision.’  Mr � ornton 
added that his client asked to 
be placed on a drink drivers’ 
rehabilitation course.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said: 
‘� is is some of the most hor-
ri� c driving I have heard. You 
exposed the people of Oban 
to considerable danger.’

Smith will have to sit the 
extended driving test before 
he will be allowed to obtain a 
licence.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Islanders rally to 
oppose kelp plan
Islanders on Tiree and Coll are 
objecting to plans to harvest 
sea kelp from west coast waters.

Ayr-based Marine 
Biopolymers Ltd (MBL) 
is applying to the Scottish 
Government for a � ve-year 
licence to ‘sustainably harvest 
wild kelp’, or Laminaria 
hyperborea, to extract natural 
polymers for uses in foods and 
pharmaceuticals, in seas inside 
the Western Isles from the 
Firth of Lorn to Stornoway.

MBL’s scoping report, subject 
to a consultation, states this is a 
� rst for Scotland, but harvest-
ing has been carried out ‘sus-
tainably for many decades in 
Norway, France and Iceland’.

MBL hopes to harvest up 
to 1,300 tonnes in wet weight 
the � rst year, rising to 29,800 
tonnes in year � ve, the min-
imum required per year to be 
commercially viable. It also 

needs to yield at least 5kg per 
square metre, and these den-
sities only occur close to shore.

It would leave ‘over 99 per 
cent’ of the ‘abundant’ species, 
estimated to be 19.7 million 
tonnes. ‘In any given year, 
the area that would require 
harvesting to provide 30,000 
tonnes wet weight would be 
around 20km squared. Such 
an area is equivalent to the 
footprint of seabed trawled by 
a single large scallop dredger 
over one month.’

Kelp would be harvested 
year-round by purpose-built 
vessels, which would ‘trawl’ a 
‘comb-like’ head through the 
beds half a metre above the 
rocks, in an e� ort to avoid 
harvesting juvenile plants. ‘No 
harvest block will be re-har-
vested for a period of around 
� ve years to allow for full 
recovery of the kelp resource.’

� e kelp would be transport-
ed to MBL’s proposed process-
ing plant at Mallaig, subject to 

a future planning application 
to Highland Council.

Nick Underwood from 
conservationists Open Seas 
said: ‘� ere is a  rich history 
of kelp harvesting in Scotland 
by hand from as far back as 
the 17th century, but the thing 
about this latest proposal is the 
method of dredging.

‘When kelp was being 
hand-harvested in the 17th 
century, the industry em-
ployed hundreds of people 
and around 20,000 tons were 
harvested. � ey talk about the 
rates of recovery for the kelp 
but there is nothing about how 
the marine life which depends 
on the kelp would be a� ected.’

Coll Community Council 
convener Paula Smalley said up 
to 50 people on the 200-strong 
island had raised concerns 
so far. ‘Sea kelp is our natural 
line of defence against storm 
waves,’ she said. ‘It is proven to 
reduce wave height by 30 to 40 
per cent. � is company wants 

to remove a vast swathe of our 
natural bu� er. Sea kelp plays 
a vital part in carbon seques-
tration. Kelp forest provides 
food and shelter for all sorts of 
marine species. � is is like a 
� oating version of a JCB. � ere 
will not be any discrimination 
between species. We do not 
know how long it will take to 
regrow. � ere have not been 
adequate studies. We are 
planning a public meeting at 
the beginning of next month.’

Dr John Holliday, convener 
of Tiree Community Council, 
added: ‘We’ve only recently 
become aware of this proposal 
to harvest kelp around Tiree 
and Coll. We’re looking into 
why we didn’t hear earlier.

‘� e island is surrounded 
by some of the largest kelp 
forests in Scottish waters. 
Tiree’s sandy beaches are re-
ally vulnerable to erosion. � e 
community council has won 
an extension until September 
15 to reply to Marine Scotland.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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New president for Rotary
The Rotary Club of Oban’s 
president for 2018/19 is Iain 
MacIntyre.
Iain, who was a founder 
member of Oban Saints 
FC and a stalwart for Oban 
Camanachd for many 
years, retired to Oban 
with his wife following a 
successful banking career 
with the pre-HBOS Bank 
of Scotland. Iain is seen 
here with his management 

committee. Back row, 
left to right: Peter Tosh, 
Ken Mac Donald, Eddie 
Thornton, Lachie Beaton, 
Colin Crawford, Ian 
MacInnes and Ronnie 
Neil. Seated, left to right: 
Tommy McQuade, David 
Finlayson, Iain MacIntyre, 
Douglas Small, Kees van 
Rein and Ken Oxland. Not 
in the picture are Dave 
Mudie and Dave Waltho.

Inner Wheel cheque will help parent carers
Oban Inner Wheel has presented £1,580 
to North Argyll Carers Centre.
Money from the group, handed over by 
outgoing president Liz Crawford to the 
centre’s manager Morag McLean, will go 
towards funding much-needed respite 
activities. Parent Carers was Oban Inner 
Wheel’s chosen charity for the year. 
The group of 30 Inner Wheel members 
raised the money during the past year in 

various ways, including a well-supported 
whist drive, a Valentine’s tea dance and 
a strawberry tea. Parent Carer Alison 
McQuade and president Liz Crawford 
thanked everyone who contributed 
to raising the ‘magni� cent’ amount. Liz 
Crawford and Parent Carer Arlene 
Colewell are at the front of the photo 
with other members of Inner Wheel and 
carers centre sta� .

Man to pay £750 after spitting on someone in Tobermory
A Glasgow man has been 
ordered to pay £750 in 
compensation after spitting 
on someone in Tobermory.

Scott Murray, aged 22, of 
23 Invergordon Avenue, 
Glasgow, pleaded guilty to 
behaving in a threatening or 

abusive manner and spitting 
on another person on 
October 29 of last year.

He appeared in Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Tuesday 
August 14, where Sheri�  
Patrick Hughes impose a 
community pay back order.

Murray will be under a 
social work supervision 
order for 12 months, he 
will have to carry out 150 
hours of unpaid work, and 
will have to pay a £750 
compensation order to the 
victim.

Air quality in Argyll and 
Bute is very good with low 
pollution indicators, a major 
factor for the wellbeing of 
its residents and visitors.

The council’s Planning, 
Protective Services and 

Licensing Committee heard 
this good news when it 
met last week. Under the 
Environment Act 1995, local 
authorities were given the 
statutory responsibility to 
assess local air quality.

Argyll has low air pollution indicators

Dutch bid to trace   airman’s relatives
Residents of a Dutch town 
are trying to trace Taynuilt 
relatives of a Second World 
War airman.

Flight Engineer Ian Douglas 
Crawford was only 21 when 
he had to bail out of a Halifax 
bomber on the way back from 
a successful mission on Essen 
in Germany in 1943.  He was 
on board with four other 
crew from England and two 
from Canada when they came 
under enemy � re.

David Van Coolwijk is 
one of a group of volunteers 
who  wants to build a monu-
ment in Muiden to remember 
the men whose bomber 
crashed near there 75 years 
ago on May 1. � e group still 
needs � nal permission from 
the town council but hopes 
the memorial will be ready to 
be revealed next May.

� e ill-fated aircrew took 
o�  from RAF Elvington in 
Yorkshire at 11.53pm on 
April 30, 1943. It was Flt 

Engineer Crawford’s 13th 
mission. Research revealed 
their attacker was German 
pilot  Heinz Vinke, who   
probably attacked the JB-
803 from behind. Archives 
report German ground troops 
seeing a night� ghter chasing 
the bomber.  Pilot Gordon 
Watson, the youngest of the 
crew, had no choice other than 
to descend to a lower altitude, 
said Mr Van Coolwijk.

‘It was a cloudy night and 

there was a drizzle, so visibil-
ity was very poor, and winds 
came from the east. At about 
two o’clock in the morning 
Watson started to circle above 
Muiden, Muiderberg and 
Pampus Island, giving the 
crew the chance to bail out of 
the damaged plane,’ he said.

Five crewmen, including 
Flt Eng Crawford, bailed out 
into the night sky and the cold 
waters of Ijsselmeer, a shallow 
freshwater lake. Watson and 

tail-gunner Scar�  both stayed 
on board, as the pilot then 
tried to make an emergency 
landing but the Halifax 
exploded at precisely 2.26am.

‘Scar�  and Watson were 
found outside the aircra� , 
with severe head wounds. 
� ey were killed instanta-
neously, according to the 
local doctor and were buried 
the same day. � e mayor of 
Muiden was present at the 
burial,’ said Mr Van Coolwijk.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Open Morning
Saturday 29 September, 10am until 1pm

Join us at our Open Morning and find out  
how Lomond School can help your child 
achieve their full potential.

Weekly and Flexi-Boarding options available from age 9.

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | lomondschool.com

To confirm your attendance, please contact us: 
T: +44 (0)1436 672476 
E: admissions@lomondschool.com

A great place
to live and learn

A great place to live and learn

Every parent knows that 
childhood is a precious 
time and most agree that 
it is over far too fast. At 
Lomond School, we make 
every moment count.  

Our dedicated sta�  
deliver a traditional and 
rigorous academic pro-
gramme, but that’s just 
the start of the story. We 
know that children who 
are happy will work hard 
and achieve all that they 
can. Our rich and varied 
curriculum o� ers pupils 
special experiences which 
enthuse, build character 
and foster a love of learn-
ing. Small classes ensure 
that pupils are challenged 
and supported by sta�  who 
know them well, ensuring 

that they not only get o�  to 
the best start but also that 
they develop memories 
and relationships that will 
stay with them for life.

Our boarding house, 
Burnbrae, o� ers a home 
from home for pupils from 
Scotland, the UK and fur-
ther a� eld. Boarders live 
in modern, purpose-built 
facilities where they are 
looked a� er by a dedicated 
and professional pastoral 
team. As the West of 
Scotland’s only boarding 
school, Lomond is ideally 
located to service Oban 
and the West Highlands, 
with full-boarding or 
weekly and � exi options to 
consider.

At Lomond, our pupils 

enjoy a fantastic lifestyle 
where a culture of hard 
work exists and is comple-
mented by a sense of fun 
and adventure. Whether 
pupils join in senior school 
or complete their whole 
education at Lomond, our 
young people leave with 
a strong sense of achieve-
ment and an appetite for 
lifelong learning.

A great education should 
never be a race to the � nish 
line; it is the journey which 
lays the foundation for 
your child’s life ahead.  
Visit us at our open 
morning to discover life 
at Lomond. Con� rm your 
attendance by contacting 
our registrar: admissions@
lomondschool.com 

Advertorial

Dutch bid to trace   airman’s relatives

  In the days that followed 
the bodies of   four drowned 
crewmen, included Flt Eng 
Crawford, were washed 
ashore. Only the body of wire-
less operator William Louth 
was never found.

� e six men all have graves 
in a small forest nearby 
called  Muiderbos. Flt Eng 
Crawford’s poignant head-
stone reads: ‘Remembrance is 
a golden chain that binds us. 
Till we meet again. Mother.’

Contact has been made with 
some of the aircrew’s families 

but tracing relatives of Flt Eng 
Crawford has been a struggle.

His last known address 
found in old archives comes 
under  Mr J Crawford. His 
father was John, of  Salma, 
Taynuilt. His mother’s name 
was Jean Crawford.

Mr Van Coolwijk has  tried 
Facebook and several online 
forums before contacting 
� e Oban Times for help and 
also plans to contact Taynuilt 
Post O�  ce. ‘I am looking for 
the relatives of Ian Crawford 
because I would like to know 

his story, what kind of person 
he was. What did he do before 
the war? And why did he join 
the RAF?  Also, I am looking 
for photographs of Ian to give 
a face to a name written in 
cold stone. In this way, we will 
be able to continue telling of 
their heroism,’ he said.

It was Muiden historian 
Guus Kroon who came up 
with the idea of the monu-
ment. His brother, Willem 
Kroon, is getting more local 
people involved, and Frans-
Jan ter Beek is raising funds 

for it while Mr Van Coolwijk 
has the job of research. ‘I start-
ed helping Guus because I was 
already researching the crew 
because me, my wife and my 
children, Lisa, six, and Joost, 
four, place candles on the six 
graves every Christmas Eve to 
remember them and teach our 
children that these men came 
to liberate us and we should 
be thankful for their sacri� ce,’ 
said Mr Van Coolwijk.

� e volunteers have heard 
from a few of the aircrew’s 
families who plan to be at the 
memorial unveiling but the 
group is desperately hoping 
they will be able to � nd Flt Eng 
Crawford’s relatives in time.

‘� ey would be more than 
welcome to visit the revealing 
or whenever they are able to 
come over to Muiden. I will 
visit all the important loca-
tions and tell them everything 
I know,’ said Mr Van Coolwijk.

Mr Van Coolwijk is to make 
a documentary   about the 
crew and their � ight. Anyone 
who can help can contact Mr 
Van Coolwijk at davevancool-
wijk@hotmail.com

The � ight crew, left, one of whom is Ian Crawford; Willem Kroon, Frans-Jan ter Beek, Ger 
Boogsman and David Van Coolwijk in Muiden; and Ian’s headstone in the Dutch town.

Council U-turn on Oban 
stand-alone Gaelic school
Councillors will look again 
at holding a consultation on 
a new stand-alone Gaelic 
primary school in Oban, a� er 
a feasibility study paid for by 
parents recommended it.

Argyll and Bute Council of-
fers Gaelic medium education 
(GME) via dedicated classes 
at seven of its primary schools: 
Rock� eld in Oban, Strath of 
Appin, Salen and Bunessan 
on Mull, Tiree, Bowmore and 
Sandbank in Dunoon.

But the Rock� eld Gaelic 
unit’s parent council (Comann 
nam Pàrant an Òbain) is 
campaigning for an immersive 
Gaelic school in Oban, citing 
booming interest locally, with 
50 pupils squeezed into two 
classrooms last year.

‘Argyll is known as the 
birthplace of Scots Gaelic,’ 
one parent explained, adding 
the new building could raise 
revenue for the council, from 
renting out o�  ce space like the 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig at Caol 
near Fort William has done, or 
as a venue for Mòd events.

� e comann called for a 
consultation, but the council 
rejected the idea, given the ex-
isting level of Gaelic teaching 

in Oban. However, the parents 
commissioned their own feasi-
bility study in January, with a 
brief to ‘consider the feasibility 
of a stand-alone GME primary 
school in Oban with additional 
community use space and 
potential income generation 
streams’.

A report presented to coun-
cillors at a recent Community 
Services Committee meeting 
stated: ‘� e feasibility study 
has now been completed and 
presents an argument in favour 
of the idea of a stand-alone 
GME primary school.

‘Comann nam Pàrant an 
Òbain have requested in 
writing that the authority now 
considers the � ndings of the 
feasibility study and under-
takes a formal consultation 
of the proposal for a GME 
primary school in Oban.

‘Two questionnaires were 
used, one for parents in the 
Oban and Lorn area currently 
accessing GME, which gen-
erated 11 responses, and one 
targeted at parents of children, 
available for anyone, which 
generated 118 responses.’

Council o�  cers want to eval-
uate the study, and report later.
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Oban backs project 
for plastic-free town
Organisers of Oban’s � rst 
plastic-free town meeting 
have hailed it a positive start.

More than 30 people met 
at the Corran Halls to � nd 
out more about what Oban 
needs to do to be added to 
the list of 22 other towns in 
Scotland that have already 
achieved plastic-free status 
from Surfers Against Sewage.

� e idea is to unite the 
community    against sin-
gle-use plastic of all types 
from bottles to packaging 
and takeaway wrappings, and 
make change.

Last week people inter-
ested in living plastic-less 
lives were invited along to 
the meeting to bring their 
enthusiasm, experience and 
ideas to continue the mission 
and see what they can do to 
encourage others.

Townspeople, businesses, 
local councillors and young 
people were at the meeting, 

working together in groups to 
identify priorities and come 
up with  achievable short-
term targets and longer-term 
goals.

Wildlife biologist and SAS 
regional representative Janie 
Steele said:   ‘We are pretty 
much on the   positive road 
already. It’s nothing we can’t 
achieve together.

‘Plastic is a fantastic com-
modity but we just need to be 
more sensible about how we 
use it. We need to be clever.’

Ideas from the think-tank 
groups included o� ering 
Oban up to the Scottish 
Government as a pilot town 
for plastic-less initiatives, lob-
bying authorities for change, 
encouraging festival and 
event organisers to cut down 
on plastic waste, celebrating 
businesses championing 
the cause, installing water 
fountains around the town, 
getting schools involved 
and running a compassion 
campaign inspired by David 

Attenborough’s Blue Planet 
e� ect.

A steering group will now 
be set up as well as a number 
of ‘break-out’ groups to work 
on individual projects.

People will also be linked 
up to existing activities such 
as regular beach cleans and 
plastic attack action targeting 
supermarkets.

To get more information 
about the SAS Plastic Free 
Coastlines initiative, go to 
sas.org.uk.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Wedding celebration 
on Mull ends in assault
A health and safety inspector 
has been � ned £600 for as-
saulting his � ancée, a� er the 
couple got into an argument 
while celebrating � nding a 
wedding venue on Mull.

Kevin Donald Maclean, 49, 
of Strom Vatn, Whiteness, 
Shetland, pleaded guilty to 
assaulting his partner at a 
hotel in Tobermory on July 23 
this year.

‘� e accused and complainer 
have known each other for 23 
years,’ procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty told Oban Sheri�  
Court on Tuesday August 
14. ‘� ey were engaged to be 
married. � e accused and the 
complainer travelled from 
Shetland to Mull to look at 
various places to hold their 
wedding.

‘� ey began to argue. � ey 
went back to their room and 
the argument escalated. � e 
accused grabbed her hair and 
pulled her from the bed onto 
the � oor. Witnesses heard a 
female voice screaming, “Get 
o�  me!” � ey heard a crash. 
One person entered the room. 
� e accused was sitting on the 
bed. � e complainer could 
be heard round the corner 
sobbing. She was in distress.’

Maclean’s defence agent told 
the court he had no previous 
convictions and the matter 
was a ‘one-o� ’.

‘� ere have been no indica-
tions of domestic violence,’ she 
said. ‘He does not normally 
drink. � ere is no suggestion 
of substance abuse.

‘His memory is patchy due to 
alcohol. � ey were celebrating 
as they had picked their 
wedding venue.  He does not 
know why but there was an 
argument. 

‘� ey made up as soon as 
Mr Maclean was released 
from custody. She told me that 
she views it as a one-o� . � e 
wedding is very much on.

‘He works as a health and 
safety inspector in the oil 
industry. He is disgusted and 
embarrassed by his behaviour. 
He has never been involved 
with a court before.’

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said: 
‘Normally this is a matter 
where I would consider cus-
tody. � is is an unusual case 
where it is not necessary. It 
will need to be a one-o� .’

Sheri�  Hughes � ned 
Maclean £600, reduced from 
£800 to take account of his 
guilty plea.

Oban is making plans to reduce plastic use.

It is still all go in and around Oban

Where has the summer gone? 
I can’t believe that this week-
end is September. It seems 
no time since I was counting 
down to Oban Live at the 
beginning of June and now 
here we are almost in autumn.

What a summer it has been: 
a music festival, cruise ships, 
Highland games, pipers and 
lot and lots of people enjoying 
themselves and loving their 
time in Oban.

We still have so much to look 
forward to as well. Tonight 
(weather permitting) we have 
the Oban High School Pipe 
Band and Highland Dancers 
in McCaig’s Tower and then a 
ceilidh in � e View.

Tomorrow (Friday), the 
Art Society begins its annual 

show in the Cadets Hall  in 
Tweeddale Street.

On Saturday, the launch 
of Oban as Scotland’s � rst 
Healthy Living Town is at 
Atlantis Leisure with some-
thing for everyone, from 
dementia awareness, art  and 
culture, tai chi and more than 
30 di� erent displays and ac-
tivities including a free family 
fun day. It is  something we 
should all support.

Next Wednesday we also 
have a beautiful cruise ship, 
the Paci� c Princess, with 
more than 1,000 souls aboard, 
which will be our last big ship 
of the season unless we have 
any unexpected arrivals.

We’ve had one or two ships 
which have called due to 
weather on their way to some-
where else and I’m delighted 
that they enjoyed Oban and 
the welcome they received 

so much that they’re going to 
come back next year.

Still to come, we have a 
Diecast Model Show on 
September 8 and a big one with 
the Camanachd Cup � nal on 
September 15. Motorfest is on 
September 16 which this year 
is going to be even better with 
a stunt bike team providing 
entertainment.

Last week’s photo was a 
really easy one of the pillars 
at Chalmers on George Street 
and this one isn’t too far away 
but maybe just slightly harder.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Oban to host dementia event
� e Centre for Dementia 
Prevention at the University 
of Edinburgh is to host a 
public event in Oban on 
� ursday September 6 enti-
tled Preventing Dementia: 
Advice and Advances.

A team of our experts from 
medical research and chari-
ties will give short talks and 

engage in discussions with 
the audience around the lat-
est research into brain health 
and dementia, including how 
to get involved.

� e event, in the Corran 
Halls from 7.30pm to 9pm, is 
free but ticketed. To reserve a 
place, email www.dementia-
prevention@eventbrite.com.

Council approves 
education plan 
Education sta�  and pupils 
were praised last week when 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
annual education plan was 
approved by the community 
services committee. The 
plan is in line with the re-
quirements of the Standards 
in Scotland’s Schools Act.



Your M&S Oban Foodhall 
opens today at 10am!

OPENING HOURS

Thursday 30 August 10am - 9pm 

Monday - Friday 8am - 9pm 

Saturday 8am - 8pm 

Sunday 9am - 7pm

Unit 1, Oban Retail Park, Oban, PA34 4BW

We’ll see you there.
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Kiwi triumphant in piping  at Argyllshire Gathering
Some of the best pipers, 
strongest men and highest 
jumpers in the world de-
scended on the Argyllshire 
Gathering’s Oban Games 
and, barring a few mishaps 
like a judges’ tent collapsing 
and the tug-of-war rope 
breaking, all seemed to go 
slickly to plan, mostly escap-
ing the worst of the weather.

More than 100 pipers trav-
elled from across  Scotland, 
Canada, Ireland, Australia, 
New Zealand and the USA to 
vie for the most prestigious 
titles. New Zealander Stuart 
Easton, playing Brother’s 
Lament, beat 25 competitors 
to win the coveted Highland 
Society of London Gold 
Medal, and £500, in Oban’s 
Corran Halls on Wednesday.

Mr Easton, Pipe Sergeant 
of the Manawatu Scottish 
Pipe Band, sobbed as he 
phoned home to tell his 
wife the good news, that all 
the 12,000-mile travel and 
expense had been worth it.

He told the Piping Press: 
‘I’ve worked so hard for this. 
I can’t believe it. It’s what 
you dream of as a piper, and 
it’s my son’s third birthday 
today too.’

� e Silver Medal, and £300, 
was won by Darach Urquhart 
from Kyle, who played 
Chisholm’s Salute. Angus 
MacColl from Benderloch 
won the Former Winners’ 
MSR, a prize worth £500, but 
was pushed into second place 
in the Senior Piobaireachd 
by Stuart Liddell, of 
Inveraray and District Pipe 
Band, who played Angus 
MacPherson’s Salute to the 
Cairn at Borreraig, taking 
home £500. Just four days 
earlier, Mr Easton led his 
band to second place in the 
Worlds Grade 1.

Andrew Ferguson, a piper 
with Dollar Academy, took 
the MacGregor Memorial 
Piobaireachd for interme-
diate level ceol mor, and the 
new Angus Nicol Memorial 

Silver Medal, in memory of 
the former piping steward 
Angus Nicol, awarded for 
the highest aggregate in 
the MacGregor and Hardie 
competitions.

� e winner of the previous 
day’s Gold Medal acts as 
the duty pipe major for the 
march on � ursday from 
Station Square to the Oban 
Games � eld at Moss� eld 
Park, where the ‘A’, ‘B’ and 
Intermediate grade light 
music, or ceol beag, contests 
are held.

Connor Sinclair of Crie�  
triumphed in the A March 
� nal, beside Ben Duncan 
of Edinburgh in the A 
Strathspey and reel. Liam 
Kernighan, pipe sergeant of 
the Canterbury Caledonian 
Society Pipe Band in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, 
was victorious in the B 
march, while Calum Watson 
of Lasswade secured top slot 
in the jig, B Strathspey and 
reel.

Australia, in the form of 
Josh Chandler of Mount 
Martha, took the RG Hardie 
Memorial Trophy for 
Intermediate MSR. In the 
junior section, the under-18 
Argyll MSR was won by 
Ross Connor; Innes Munro 
was awarded the Oban High 
School Medal; the Junior 
MSR went to Erin Byers of 
Oban; and Ross Connor was 
given the Duke’s Bursary.

In the heavyweight athlet-
ics, Lukasz Wenta, a personal 
trainer from East Kilbride, 

was enjoying his best season, 
coming � rst in 28 Highland 
games out of 35 so far, and 
li� ing the John MacColl 
Heavyweight Championship 
Trophy. � e 39-year-old, 
who plans three more years 
competing, is forti� ed by 
sporting genes: his mother 
was an Olympic rower and 
his cousin an Olympic cham-
pion for hammer.

� e athletics culminated 
in the gruelling hill race for 
the Kilninver Cup, won in 
the open by Finlay Todd of 
Inverness, in the women’s 
by Eilidh Shearer of Oban, 
and in the local by Louis 
MacMillan of Tayvallich. 
Emma � ompson from 
Oban won the women’s 
100m and high jump, while 
high jumper Allan Smith 
from Edinburgh, who came 
� � h in the Commonwealth 
Games, came top in the open, 
securing £80 spending mon-
ey for a holiday in Dubai. � e 
junior athletics champions 
were, for the girls, Abbie 
Cato, and Jake Gillespie for 
the boys.

In the Highland dancing, 
Eva MacColl won the 
Webster of Oban Trophy 
in the local ages seven to 12 
bracket and, in the open for 
13-15 years, Sophie Baker 
from Islay won the Calley 
Fisheries Trophy and Donald 
Taylor Shield.

Jennifer Watt from 
Manitoba, Canada, li� ed 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
Championship Medal; Ailie 
Munro of Connel took the 
Oban High School Trophy; 
and Katie MacPherson from 
Oban came � rst in the local 
Highland � ing, sean triub-
has and hullachan, winning 
the Farquhar Martin 
Memorial Trophy.

Senior steward Robin 
Nicholson thanked the 
committee for its ‘tireless’ 
work over the past year, the 
games’ principal sponsor 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
and Oban High School for 
contributing its pipe band, 
dancers and stewards.

The pipers set o�  from Station Square. 16_T35_obangames07

Ewan Dyer and Rebecca Burns compete 
in the 800m. 15_Oban Games_28

The Highland dancing was keenly 
contested. 16_T35_obangames17

The parade makes its way from Station Square. 16_T35_obangames10

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Gold Medal winner Stuart 
Easton. 15_Oban Games_67

APPOINTMENTS  
AND ENQUIRIES
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Bonhams
West of Scotland
Kirkhill House
81 Broom Road East
Newton Mearns
Glasgow G77 5LL

JOHN MACLAUCHLAN 
MILNE RSA (BRITISH, 
1886-1957)
Calva Shore, Iona
Sold for £49,000

INVITATION TO CONSIGN 

Our specialists will be travelling in 
your area the week commencing 
17th September offering free 
valuations with a view to selling in 
our forthcoming auctions.
Items of interest include jewellery, 
silver, paintings, books, furniture, 
works of art, clocks, rugs, ceramics, 
glass, whisky, arms and armour  
and Asian and sporting art.

bonhams.com/glasgow
For details of the charges payable in addition to the final hammer price, 

please visit bonhams.com/buyersguide
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Kiwi triumphant in piping  at Argyllshire Gathering

Allan Smith clears the bar during the high jump. 15_Oban Games_41

The crowds were keen to capture the spectacle on camera. 16_T35_obangames08

Three girls compete in the Highland dancing. 15_Oban Games_43

Staying dry were Sophia Stewart and 
Sheila Yarrow. 16_T35_obangames14

Traditional events included hurling the 
stone. 15_Oban Games_34

The gathering draws people from across 
the world. 16_T35_obangames20

A young piper plays just before the 
parade sets o�. 16_T34_obangames03

Oban High School Pipe Band march around Moss�eld. 15_Oban Games_61

More photographs at  
www.obantimes.co.uk

FREE 
EVENT
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Jamie Mellor and Liam Kernaghan, 
overall B grade winner. 15_Oban Games_66

Jake Gillespie won the boys’ 100m �nal. 15_Oban Games_45

A piper prepares to play for the judges. 16-T35_obangames19

Oban High School’s dancers. 15_Oban Games_57

Emma Thompson from Oban won the ladies’ 100m. 15_Oban Games_60

Gold Medal winner Stuart Easton, left. 16_t35_obangames09

Hurling the stone. 15_Oban Games_39

Stewards Robin Nicholson and Matthew 
Anderson. 15_Oban Games_62

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848 

www.macqueenbros.com
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More 
photographs 
at 
www.
obantimes.
co.uk

Crowds throng the streets on their way to the games. 16_T35_obangames12

The spectators on the hill had an excellent vantage point. 16-T35-obangames18

Dancing 
winners 
with Robin 
Nicholson 
were Ailie 
Munro, 
Jennifer Watt 
and Katie 
MacPherson. 
15_Oban Games_66

Claire Purdey, games secretary, had just 
the right headgear. 15_Oban Games_46

Competitors in the junior races head for 
the � nish line. 15_Oban Games_53

Mopping up after a deluge was Allison 
Harper. 15_Oban Games_22

The caber tossing is always a popular 
event with the spectators. 15_Oban Games_27
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There was complete concentration during the egg and spoon race. 15_Oban Games_21 The dancers line up for their photograph. 15_Oban Games_56

The games drew great crowds of spectators. 15_Oban Games_58 The grandstand was packed with people. 16_T35_obangames16
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These young people shelter from the showers. 15_Oban Games_55 The dramatic moment when the rope snapped during the tug of war. 15_Oban Games_33

Hurling the stone was Lukasz Wenta. 15_Oban Games_40 Tying the knot to � x the rope. 15_Oban Games_35

More photographs at 
www.obantimes.co.uk

AS part of this year’s Blas Festival, the 
fi nest showcase of Highland culture, 
Lochaber will host some of the biggest 
names in traditional music this 
September, including an opening night 
event honouring Runrig! 

Trail West will celebrate 40 years since the 
release of Runrig’s ground-breaking Play 
Gaelic, performing the songs from that album 
followed by a cèilidh dance at Sheilbridge 
Hall, Acharcle on Friday 7th September.

On 8th September a special evening of 
Argyll songs, performed by musicians will 
be held at Caol Community Centre, Fort 
William. Stòras will explore the song riches 
of Argyllshire in a musical journey around 
the region with Oban Gaelic Choir, guitarist 
Finlay Wells, Skipinnish � ddler Archie 
McAllister and piper Lorne MacDougall.

Glengarry Community Hall will welcome 

Highland quartet, Cruinn on 11th September. 
Featuring four � ne Gaelic singers - James 
Graham, Fiona Mackenzie, Brian O hEadhra 
and Rachel Walker – Cruinn are renowned 
for their traditional and contemporary Gaelic 
songs with exquisite harmonies. Joining them 
will be newly formed trio, Assynt - David 
Shedden (pipes/whistles), Graham Mackenzie 
(fiddle) and Innes White (guitar) - who re-
cently released their debut album, ‘Road to the 
North’. Between them, they have BBC Radio 
2 Young Folk Awards, have been finalists in 
the BBC Young Traditional Musician of the 
Year and had two Celtic Connections ‘New 
Voices’ commissions.

With events across Lochaber and further 
a� eld, this year’s Blas Festival promises to 
deliver yet another music � lled nine days. 
For the full programme and details on ticket 
purchasing visit www.blas-festival.com. 

Cruinn and Assynt  
in concert

Trail West with Runrig’s 
Play Gaelic 
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Day in the life of Angela Hughes
� e Oban Times is running a 
series of articles championing 
the work carried out by Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) in 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
locality. Each article features 
a speci� c service provided by 
the HSCP and focuses on the 
sta�  who provide that service 
and the role they play in 
making a positive di� erence 
for the people living in Oban 
and surrounding areas. � is 
week we look at the work of 
Angela Hughes.

Angela Hughes is a medical 
secretary based in the 
surgical department at Lorn 
and  Islands Hospital in 
Oban and has worked there 
for the past 11 years.

Prior to this role, she 
worked for 22 years as a 
civil servant within the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions. Angela is a qual-
i� ed secretary and has also 
completed a SVQ Level 2 in 
customer service.

Every day in the surgical 
unit is extremely busy with 
patients arriving early in the 
morning  for operations, fol-

low-up appointments being 
arranged and consultations 
taking place.

Angela’s daily duties 
include dealing with GP 
referrals, typing correspond-
ence between patients and 
consultants, dealing with 
phone calls as well as a range 
of other administrative du-
ties. She also needs to follow 
up external and internal 
inquiries which involve 
communicating directly 
with an extensive range of 
professionals.

Most importantly, she is 
responsible for ensuring the 
consultant’s day, whether 
in theatre or clinic, runs as 
smoothly as possible.

Angela said: ‘Patient-
centred care is a priority for 
me. Patients, families and 
carers o� en contact me to ask 
for further information and 
clari� cation of procedures, 
as they may have further 
questions following an ap-
pointment with a consultant.

‘Part of my role is to make 
sure that patients receive 
quick responses, explana-
tions and answers  to their 
inquiries. It is really impor-

tant for patients to be fully 
informed about surgical pro-
cedures and made aware of 
the wider circle of health 
and social care professionals 
that will be involved in their 
recovery and discharge from 
the hospital.

‘I think that one of my 
strengths is having excellent 
listening skills, as this is an 
ability needed to ensure pa-
tients receive a high standard 
of customer service and care 
at all times.’

Angela is also involved 

in working closely with 
other health and social care 
services  and departments. 
� is is due to some patients 
having a range of complex 
needs  that may require 
high-level nursing care. 
Some of the services that 
may be needed can include 
care at home services, the 
extended community team, 
allied health professionals or 
third sector organisations.

Angela continued: ‘I have 
always remained focused 
on delivering excellent 
patient  care. Patients and 
care environments are my 
priority, as this can in� u-
ence people’s  experience of 
overall services.  It is really 
important that all patients 
receive high levels of privacy, 
dignity and respect.

‘Our department receives 
thank you cards with 
patients saying they have 
felt  comforted and appre-
ciated being in the surgical 
team’s safe hands. It can be 
really emotional receiving 
the cards and it really does 
make my job really worth-
while  knowing that as a 
team we make a di� erence to 

patients’ lives.’
Outside of work, Angela 

is a committee member 
for charity Argyll Animal 
Aid. � e  aim of the charity 
is to promote animal wel-
fare through provision of 
re-homing support and ser-
vices including help to access 
veterinary services for both 
cats and dogs in Argyll. She 
enjoys volunteering her 
services to help fundraise for 
much-needed funds for the 
homeless animals that need 
lots of ‘TLC’.

Angela is happy working 
and living in Oban, and 
loves the beautiful scenic 
surroundings. She enjoys 
walking her dog, and can 
think of nothing better 
than  being outdoors with 
her six-year-old English 
pointer called Monty and 
her daughter’s 10-month-old 
Patterdale pup called Al� e, 
who makes the walks ener-
getic and entertaining.

Angela said: ‘� e dogs real-
ly enjoy the open green spac-
es and forestry walks. Oban 
has some amazing walks 
which is a great way for me 
to exercise too.’

Angela Hughes loves walking her dogs around Oban.

W E A LT H  M A N AG E M E N T  T O 
H E L P  YO U  S TAY  O N  C O U R S E

We specialise in providing face-to-face wealth management advice that is tailored to reflect individual 
circumstances. We place you at the heart of everything we do, and are committed to building and 
sustaining long-term relationships based on trust, superior service and the quality of our initial and 
ongoing advice. We can help you throughout your various life stages, providing a comprehensive range of 
financial solutions to address a multitude of needs and objectives. This includes investment, retirement, 
tax and estate planning. Our experience is that everyone has their own personal concerns, responsibilities 
and ambitions, and that the solutions that work for one simply would not work for another.

Contact us for further information.

H2SJP29601 08/18

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website  
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing 
term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ
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I wrote a couple of times 
last summer about Murdo 
Masterson from Dunbeg who 
is forging a successful career in 
the world of Highland Games.

Murdo, 19, has continued his 
development as a heavyweight 
athlete and this season is 
astounding onlookers and 
competitors with the distances 
he is reaching.

If Murdo was showing similar 
relative results in any other 
sporting discipline, he would 
have been featured in every 
national newspaper by now. 

Last year, Murdo became 
the youngest competitor to li�  
the trophy for the Glen� ddich 
Qualifying Heavy Events 
Championship for under-25s 
at the age of 18. Murdo was in 
a position ahead of the � eld in 
the Glen� ddich under-25s this 
year but, due to the fact that if 
he won it twice he would not be 
allowed to compete again, he 
has decided to withdraw.

� is will leave the opportu-
nity to set potentially bigger 
records when he develops as 
an athlete as he reaches his 
mid-twenties.

� is year he has continued to 
add to the list of � rsts for his age 

with incredible  performances, 
the most signi� cant so far 
being at the Lonach Highland 
Gathering last weekend. Murdo 
won the open heavy hammer 
(22lb) with a huge throw of 
119�  2ins. � is, though yet to 
be rati� ed o�  cially, was a world 
record-breaking throw for 
those under 20 years old.

At the Crie�  Gathering the 
previous week, Murdo also won 
the heavy hammer competition 
by more than six feet and came 
a very close second in the light 
hammer (16lb) against a � eld of 
the very top Highland games 
athletes in the world.

Crie�  is traditionally the most 
coveted championship to win, 
so to be placed � rst and second 
in the heavy and light hammers 
respectively  there at 19 and 
beating the cream of the world’s 
throwers is remarkable.

Winning the Open Scottish 
Hammer Championship at 
Halkirk, hitting another  un-
der-20 world record with the 
56lb weight for distance of 34�  
and setting countless other 
records in the under-25 age 
group are also among Murdo’s 
highlights this season.

A sad aspect of this year’s 

games season for Murdo is that 
one of his coaches,  Taynuilt’s 
Jock Ross, was not here to 
witness his prodigy achieving 
greatness. Jock died early this 
year at the age of 90.  Jock’s 
favourite events were the 
hammers so it is � tting that this 
is the discipline that Murdo is 
excelling the most at.

With the continued gener-
osity of time and impassioned 
guidance from his main coach, 
Shaun Bate from Oban, with 
the ongoing support from his 
parents and with his own hard 
work and commitment, Murdo 
is on the road to becoming po-
tentially the best Highland 
games athlete on the circuit.

I visited Jock a couple of weeks 
before he died and he was full 
of pride for what Murdo was 
achieving and for what Shaun 
was doing for Murdo. I’ll leave 
the � nal words to Jock as I 
remember them clearly from 
February this year. ‘He’ll better 
Bill Anderson. He’ll better 
Capes. Arthur Rowe, aye and 
Hamish Davidson and the rest 
of them. None of them were 
doing that at his age! Ah, Angus 
boy, there’s never been a throw-
er like him at that age!’

Oban Glitter 
Ball is now all 
set to sparkle
Oban’s glitterati are getting 
ready to dazzle for charity 
next month.

Tickets for the town’s Glitter 
Ball sold out even before they 
went on sale with more than 
200 people set to sparkle at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls on 
Saturday September 29.

Money raised on the night 
will go towards Hope Kitchen 
and the SMA Trust.

Spruce hair salon in John 
Street   is sponsoring the 
glittering event, being hosted 
and compared by drag queen 
Crystal whose alter ego cre-
ator Phil Dexter is assistant 
manager at Loch Awe Hotel.

Miss DQ, the UK’s only 
dwarf drag queen, will 
be putting on a sparkling 
cabaret with live music from 
Sutherland Groove and � e 
Lush Puppies.

Phil, a former panto dame 
whose drag career started as 
a stand-in for a no-show at a 
bar act, said: ‘� e Glitter Ball 
sold out even before we could 
get the posters back from the 
printers! Word spread and 

tickets were snapped up. It’s 
been a fabulous response from 
Oban. We can’t wait until the 
night!’

It was one of Phil’s friends 
who suggested the SMA Trust 
as a charity to support.  Phil 
was moved when he heard 
about � ve-month-old Rebecca 
Johnson, who died in New 
Zealand in December, devas-
tating her parents Jaki Aitken 
and Alex Johnson, who are 
from Oban.

Rebecca, whose grandparents 
Edwina and Hugh Aitken still 
live in Oban, died in December 
from spinal muscular atrophy 

(SMA), a disease most people 
have never heard of.

Friends and family in 
Oban set up a fundraising and 
awareness campaign in her 
memory to raise awareness of 
the condition.

One in every 40 people is a 
carrier of SMA. If both parents 
are carriers, it means there is 
a one in four chance of their 
baby being born with the dis-
ease, and 95 per cent of babies 
diagnosed with it never see 
their second birthday.

� e disease means babies 
can’t produce the protein 
needed to build muscle.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Phil Dexter hopes the Glitter Ball will raise a dazzling 
amount of money for charity.

Isle of Goats yours for £120,000 (goats not included)
An ‘untouched’ 13-acre Isle 
of Goats in Loch Craignish 
could be yours for £120,000 
- just a little dearer than a jet 
pack or eight of the world’s 
most expensive pizzas.

Eilean nan Gabhar, which 

means Goat Island in Gaelic 
– though goats do not seem 
to be part of the deal – sits 
between Loch Craignish’s 
larger Island Macaskin and 
Eilean Rìgh.

For the price of a London 

parking space, you could 
pitch a tent on this rarely 
visited ‘oasis’ which has been 
owned by the same family for 
70 years, and lain ‘untouched 
for generations’, sporting an 
‘unspoilt natural habitat’.
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We are the champions: Clan   Ossian takes the school title
All hail Clan Ossian – the 
winners of Oban High 
School’s own Highland 
games.

It was the � rst time the clan 
has won the games in the � ve 
years that they have been 
running.

Torrential rain on Friday 
August 24 failed to dampen 
the enthusiasm of students 
who marked Clan Ossian’s 
win with roaring cheers but 
record numbers of pupils were 
absent due to illness from re-
cent poor weather and a Duke 
of Edinburgh trip to Kerrera, 
said head teacher Peter Bain 
on his o�  cial school blog.

� e day got o�  to a � ne start 
with a gathering of the school 
clans on their own sports 
pitch before they were piped 
to Moss� eld Stadium, where 
all the marquees, pavilions, 

piping and dancing platforms 
had been le�  up from the 
Argyllshire Gathering the day 
before.

‘To rent such facilities and 
give our games the same 
look and atmosphere as the 
real thing would cost thou-
sands. � anks very much to 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
and the games committee. 
� anks too to BID4Oban and 
MacQueens for additional re-
sources. We are very grateful,’ 
said Mr Bain.

Mr Bain’s opening speech 
was kept short because of 
the rain before pupils dashed 
o�  in di� erent directions to 
take part in the athletics, the 
heavy contests, cake and art 
competitions.

As well as in� atables, bacon 
rolls and burgers, other high-
lights included live music, a 
ceilidh, giant dominoes and 
cards, beat the goalie and a 
coconut shy. ‘� ere is some-

thing for all tastes. We even 
have a game called the Great 
Escape, where some of our 
youngsters use the sheer size 
of the venue to look for escape 
routes over and under fences, 
while avoiding the patrols of 
teachers, in an e� ort to avoid 
taking part. � e teachers 
(guards) usually win,’ said Mr 
Bain. He added: ‘� e games 
did conclude with the pres-
entation of the silverware to 
roaring cheers, culminating 
with the biggest cheer of all 
for Clan Ossian which accu-
mulated the most points over-
all and won the games for the 
� rst time. Sadly, some of our 
youngsters didn’t make it to 
the games as the poor weather 
of late a� ected many with a 
degree of illness that led to 
record numbers being absent 
on the day. Others missed 
the games because they were 
participating in a Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban High School Pipe Band leading the way to the games at Moss� eld.

A leap in the long jump competition. Tossing the caber at Oban High School’s Highland Games. The girls compete in the Highland dancing.
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We are the champions: Clan   Ossian takes the school title

Up and over during the high jump.

Head teacher Peter Bain welcomes the school’s clans and their competitors and supporters to a keenly contested games ... despite the weather. 15_T35_Oban High Games_01_Opening

This competitor gives it his all.

01397 874000 whc.uhi.ac.uk

apply now!
Portree, Broadford, Auchtertyre, Mallaig, Fort William

for autumn start 
Kilchoan, Kinlochleven, Gairloch, Strontian & Ullapool

@

Your local college  
centre can offer part 

 time and flexible  
study options  
- give us a call!

#thinkwestisbest

Thinking…

>  about your future? 

>  of a new career?

> of combining work  
and learning?

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Are you making 
plans: employment, 
college or university – which 
will it be? Are you ready for 
a new challenge to help 
you towards future work or 
further learning?
Our 10 college centres have a wide range 
of courses, all accessible with networked 
learning. Here in Fort William you can 
study those courses as well as many others 

such as professional cookery, music, 
fashion and design, construction and 
adventure studies. 
Want to work outdoors? Mallaig runs 
maritime courses to prepare you for 
work at sea and Broadford on Skye o�ers 
Crofting and Countryside Skills, giving you 
the tools to work on the land.
So whatever your interests, plans for work 
and whatever level of study you’re ready 
for, we will have a range of courses that 
might interest you. 
Please call us on 01397 874000 or pop in 
anytime and our student services team 
will be happy to guide you through what 
your options are.

We’ve saved a place for you...
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Green light for 
Etive fi sh farms
Despite hundreds of objections 
from the Friends of Loch 
Etive campaign group, coun-
cillors unanimously granted 
Dawnfresh permission to 
enlarge its � sh farm at Airds 
Bay, increasing its biomass 
by 60 per cent, and to store 
equipment on the shoreline at 
Inverawe.

Dawnfresh sought to replace 
10 80-metre cages with 12 at its 
Etive 4 rainbow trout farm at 
Airds Bay, Loch Etive, allowing 
it to increase its biomass from 
966 tonnes to 1,545 tonnes.

Argyll and Bute received 333 
objections and � ve expressions 
of support, but planning 
o�  cers said: ‘While the ma-
jority of the representations 
have been co-ordinated and 
submitted via the Friends of 
Loch Etive (FoLE) website, 
there remains a need to 
consider those individual 

representations lodged directly 
with the council, as these alone 
amount to a signi� cant body of 
representation.

‘FoLE has pointed out that 
only seven of those individual 
objectors are not either  FoLE 
members or those who re-
quested  FoLE to register their 
objections for them.

‘On the basis that consultees 
are now content with the 
proposal, and the organisation 
which has been the catalyst 
for the majority of the objec-

tion, acting on behalf of its 
membership, is content to see 
the application determined 
without the opportunity for 
representation at a hearing, it 
would be legitimate to proceed 
to determine the application.’

� e o�  cers concluded 
the site’s re-equipment and 
enlargement was acceptable, 
but it ‘poses a risk from the 
propagation of sea lice into 
surrounding waters and po-
tential escapes of farmed � sh’.

However, they argued ‘low 

salinity in Loch Etive, and the 
applicant’s intervention policy, 
mean the operating record of 
the site in terms of lice guide-
lines has been generally good. 
A requirement for an environ-
ment management plan would 
be a proportionate response’.

Dawnfresh also sought to use 
a part of the Loch Etive shore-
line near Inverawe to store 
equipment, via a retrospective 
planning application submit-
ted by the landowner Robert 
Campbell Preston.

Planning o�  cers noted that, 
‘233 objections have been 
forwarded via FoLE.  Of [an] 
additional 54 received, all but 
one are objections to the pro-
posed development. Mr Guy 
Linley Adams, acting for FoLE, 
wishes to inform members that 
FoLE would accept the o�  cer 
recommendations.

‘If such changes are accepted, 
FoLE would be content to see 
the application determined in 
the � rst instance.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

The Dawnfresh site at Inverawe.

Students on the drones course at SAMS get ready for lift o�  over Dunsta� nage Bay.

Drones course takes o�  at Dunsta� nage
Research students from 
across the UK have been � y-
ing drones over Dunsta� nage 
Bay.

� e 12 students from 
universities as far away as 
Birmingham and as near as 
Stirling spent four-and-half-
days at SAMS learning all 
about drone safety and how 
to � y the devices.

� e PhD students will 
be able to take their newly 
learned skills and knowledge 
with them on study projects 
around the world.

As well as taking images 
and making videos, the 
hi-tech devices can be � tted 

with other helpful sensors to 
collect all sorts of useful data 
– including measuring levels 
of gases. Microplastics in the 
sea can also be detected.

Tom Richardson, a vis-
iting lecturer from Bristol 
University co-tutoring on the 
short course, has used drones 
to help study volcanic activ-
ity at Fuego in Guatemala 
and also at Montserrat, 
where a  major eruption on 
the Caribbean island in 1997 
killed 19 people, devastating 
the south area and burying 
the capital, Plymouth.

University of the Highland 
and Islands lecturer at SAMS 

Phil Anderson said the UAV 
(unmanned aerial vehicle) 
short course was run every 
summer at Dunsta� nage, 
with Oban Airport given 
advance notice.

‘� e drones mean scientists 
can get close up to where 
they need to go without using 
expensive jets with scientists 
sitting in them. Robotics is 
the future,’ he added.

� e next short course is in 
October and will train people 
in using and cultivating 
algae for   biotechnology. 
Last year SAMS launched a 
BSc in Marine Science with 
Oceanography and Robotics.

Coastguards’ marathon 
walk in Ali’s memory
Oban Coastguard volunteers 
will set o�  on a two-day walk 
to Skye next month in mem-
ory of colleague Ali MacNab, 
who died from cancer.

� e team will leave Oban 
early on � ursday September 
6 to walk to Edinbane on 
Skye via Mallaig and Portree.

So far crowdfunding on 
justg iv ing.com/fundrais-
ing/iain-mackinnon3 has 
brought in £370.

A key member of the town’s 
Coastguard Rescue Team, Ali 
died in January 2016 aged 48.

‘By supporting Cancer 
Research UK, we hope that a 
cure will be found and further 
deaths prevented. It is o� en 
said that only the good die 
young. � is was most certainly 
the case when it came to Ali’s 
passing,’ said Iain MacKinnon.

Last year a   team of   Ali’s 

colleagues hiked from Pulpit 
Hill, where there is a bench 
in his memory, to Edinbane, 
raising £6,500. � e distance 
is about 180 miles.

� is year’s walk will see 
the team of six, with Mr 
MacKinnon as support driv-
er, taking the Corran Ferry to 
avoid the busy road into Fort 
William. When they � nally 
get to Edinbane, they will be 
welcomed by a ceilidh.

Ali was brought up in 
Edinbane but lived and 
worked in Oban where he 
attended many incidents at 
sea. He was well-known for 
his good humour, strength of 
character and willingness to 
help others.

Mr MacKinnon said: ‘We’d 
like to do something for Ali 
every year as long as we are � t 
to do so.’

The walkers after last year’s hike.
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Housing team 
exceeds targets
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
housing services team 
brought a total of 55 empty 
homes back into use last 
year – double the annual 
target.

Members of the council’s 
Community Services Com-
mittee last week also heard 
how 1,037 households faced 
with becoming homeless 
avoided the situation due 
to the help and support 
they received from the local 
authority – four per cent 
more than the annual target.

Seventy-� ve a� ordable 
homes have been built 
via the Strategic Housing 
Improvement Plan. This 
brings the total built in 
the � rst two years of the 
Local Housing Strategy for 
2016-2021 to 228, exceeding 
the target of 100 per annum.

Report highlights 
good planning
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning service is focussed 
on ensuring the region 
is open for business and 
supporting economic 
growth by o� ering high 
quality service.

That’s the message the 
service gave to the Scottish 
Government when it pre-
sented its 2017/18 Planning 
Performance Framework 
(PPF) annual report for 
scrutiny and scoring.

The Argyll and Bute 
PPF records performance 
throughout the past year. 
Using case studies and 
customer feedback, it 
highlights some of the 
good practice the planning 
service has delivered.

The planning service has 
a duty to protect Argyll 
and Bute’s built and natural 
environment, including 32 
conservation areas, while 
� nding ways of opening 
up new development 
opportunities.

Show comes up roses
How do you make a rock look 
like a toad? Or Lego like an 
insect? Or bake a cake cele-
brating women’s su� rage?

All these answers, and a 
great many more to ques-
tions you’d never thought 
to ask before, were on 
display at the North Connel 
and District Horticultural 
Show in the Victory Hall in 
Benderloch on Saturday.

� is is the event’s 59th year, 
and chairperson Jane Eccles 
said she was ‘delighted by 
the turn-out, and delighted 
by the number of entries’.

She added: ‘We are a bit 
down on � owers because of 
the weather, but we have more 
potted plants. We aim to be a 
friendly community show. 
We get tremendous support 
from the schools. � ere is 
something for everybody.’

Intermingling the usual 
magni� cent begonias, choc-

olate crispies, asters, mini 
quiches, cacti, pickles, � ower 
arrangements in a cup and 
saucer, pea pods, marmalade 
and marrows, were the more 
eccentric entries for Lego 
insects and – new this year 
– wonky vegetables, which 
were given a dimension of 
character by googly eyes.

Sponge cakes were 
decorated on a musical 
instrument theme, featuring 
a � ne set of tartan bagpipes 
and a squeezebox, while four 

cakes marked the centenary 
of voting rights for women. 
� e � rst prize sported the 
su� ragettes’ rosette, plac-
ards imploring ‘As long as 
we have not votes, we must 
be disorderly’, an Edwardian 
hat, railings and handcu� s.

Ingenuity was also de-
tectable in the decorated 
stones, a � ower arrangement 
based on Star Wars, cress 
growing in an egg shell, and 
a tableful of dough pooches 
in many shapes, inspired 

by the Chinese year of the 
dog. All the while, bustling 
volunteers whizzed trays 
of delicious fancies past 
punters’ noses, who o� en 
followed them to a table 
and a cup of tea. � is year 
the show’s small committee, 
which meets four times a 
year, is needing more people 
to join it, or as friends of the 
show to help at the annual 
plant sale and show.
� For trophy winners, go to 
www.obantimes.co.uk.

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Show comes up roses
Hugh MacLeod won the McLeod Shield, Lees 
Milne Cup and Campbell Godley Quaich.

The show in Benderloch appealed to people 
of all ages.

The Lego creations caught the attention of 
younger people.

Organisers were delighted with the turn-out. 
For more photos, go to www.obantimes.co.uk

Fiona Shaw, is given the Championship and 
Tensfeldt Cups by Peter Darling.

Heather MacPherson won The Oban Times 
Cup, presented by Peter Darling.
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West Coast 
shines at Food 

Awards Scotland

THE WINNERS OF THE FOOD AWARDS 
SCOTLAND 2018 ARE ANNOUNCED

� e � fth annual Food Awards Scotland welcomed over 300 
guests at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glasgow on Monday 
August 20 in a memorable celebration of the Scottish food 
industry.

Several of the awards were split into local regions to ensure the 
diverse range of businesses from across Scotland are recognised.

A spokesperson of the Food Awards Scotland, said: ‘We 
are very delighted to have welcomed such great � nalists and 
winners at the Food Awards Scotland 2018 and celebrated the 
food industry with them.

‘� ese awards aimed to thank those that work hard in the 
Scottish food industry and contribute to making Scotland 
a great place to visit. It is true that Scotland combines tastes 
and � avours from all over the world and our visitors can � nd 
di� erent restaurants, gastro pubs and bistros.

� e Oban Times would like to shine a spotlight on some of 
our local restaurants that were shortlisted in the � nals of the 
Food Awards Scotland 2018. Congratulations to each of them 
on their nomination and for being recognised for their food, 
service and reputation.

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

More than just beautiful Seafood

Overlooking the harbour 
Gallanach Road • Oban

 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

Nominated  for Hotel 
Restaurant of the Year, Oban’s 
Manor House has had an 
exceptional 
reputation 
for food for 
a number of 
years. Managed 
by Gregor 
MacKinnon and 
head chef Gerard 
McCluskey, 
the team at 
Manor House 
are dedicated 
to provided 
outstanding 
service and 
fantastic dishes.
Gerard commented, ‘I am 
extremely proud of the team 
and very excited for what the
future holds. � e feedback we 
get from local regular diners 
and guests from around the 
world is always positive and 
encouraging.
‘I believe that the passion and 
skills set possessed by my team 

is re� ected in the quality of 
the food we produce. Being 
recognised by the Scottish Food 

Awards for all 
our hard work 
and ingenuity 
has been great 
news for myself 
and the team and 
has motivated 
us to carry 
on expressing 
ourselves with 
the food we 
produce.’

Oban Fish & Chip Shop were 
thrilled to be nominated again 
for Best Fish & Chips of the 
Year – Central. 

� e busy 
� sh and 
chip shop 
on George 
Street, Oban, 
thrives to 
serve the 
freshest 
and tastiest 
traditional 
� sh and 
chips, 
along with 
homemade 
specials and 
desserts. 
� e popular 
take-away 
and 40 seater 
restaurant 
has been highly 
commended by chef 
Rick Stein, who said he 
had the best � sh and 

chips he had ever tasted. Owner 
Lillian said, ‘We are absolutely 
delighted to be nominated for 
the fourth year running for this 

award, we 
would like 
to thank 
our regular 
customers 
as well as 
visitors 
to the 
town who 
continue 
to show us 
support by 
visiting us.’

NOMINATED FOR BEST FISH & CHIPS OF THE YEAR – CENTR AL

� e team at � e Hawthorn 
Restaurant in Benderloch 
were absolutely thrilled to hear 
that they had been nominated 
for Restaurant of the Year 
– Central.  

Having been taken over 
earlier this year by Tam and 
Mary-ann Murray, the team 
have been very busy creating 
and adding new dishes to the 
menu. � e Hawthorn is a 
cosy cottage restaurant that 
boasts a wonderful relaxed 
atmosphere making it the 
perfect place to stop for a light 
bite or romantic meal. Family 
friendly and welcoming of all 

parties the Hawthorn prides 
itself in serving some of the 
best traditional Scottish dishes 
in the area. Make sure to pop 
along and visit!

NOMINATED FOR RESTAUR ANT OF THE YEAR – CENTR AL

“A hidden gem”
Enjoy fresh, seasonal, local produce in a peaceful 
setting. The Hawthorn Restaurant is located on a 

traditional croft in the village of Benderloch, just 8 miles 
north of Oban.

Booking recommended 
 Call us on 01631 720777

www.facebook.com/hawthornrestaurant/

Open: Tuesday – Sunday

THE HAWTHORN RESTAURANT, BENDERLOCH

NOMINATED FOR HOTEL RESTAUR ANT OF THE YEAR – CENTR AL
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BUSINESS NEWS
Daniela joins 
Ice Factor 
Kinlochleven
Ice Factor Group, which incorporates 
Ice Factor Kinlochleven in the West 
Highlands, has announced the appoint-
ment of Daniela Giannini as its new 
group marketing manager.

As part of the senior management 
team, Daniela will oversee all commu-
nications for the multi-award-winning 
adventure tourism business that across 
two locations o� ers people of all ages 
and ability the opportunity to enjoy 
year-round indoor winter sports fun.

Ice Factor Kinlochleven, a � ve-star 
VisitScotland adventure tourism 
destination, incorporates the world’s 
largest indoor ice-climbing facility.

Daniela, who started in her role on 
August 15, reports to MD and owner 
Jamie Smith and is supported in her role 
by Kathleen Dickson, group marketing 
assistant.

A keen snowboarder, Daniela joins Ice 
Factor Group from AMG Group, where 
she was assistant marketing manager for 
the Port Glasgow-based distributor of 
leading outdoor and snow-sport brands.

A respected company from the Argyll area 
has been revealed to be in the running for a 
coveted prize in the Scottish electro-technical 
industry’s most prestigious awards ceremony.

Kenneth Ferguson Electrical of Connel has 
been named as nominee for awards in two 
categories from SELECT, the electro-technical 
campaigning trade body and Scotland’s largest 
trade association.

Kenneth Ferguson  Electrical was highly 
commended in the best small contractors 
category at the SELECT awards last year.

Mr Ferguson said then: ‘At the end of the 
day, it’s nice to be recognised. It was a great 
night at the awards – just to be invited was a 
great experience.  It’s nice to be recognised 
in the industry – we are a small organisation, 
delivering to a local customer base. We employ 
local people and we bring on apprentices.

‘We are very proud of that and it’s a good 
achievement for the boys. It’s they who are out 
there doing the work. So it’s nice to get a bit 
of recognition for the workforce, and the o�  ce 
sta� , who do the day-to-day running of it.’

Mr Ferguson and his team, which includes 
three apprentices, work all over Argyll, cover-
ing a 50-mile radius from Connel.

� is year’s awards ceremony, which is ex-
pected to be one of the best-attended, will be 
held in the Radisson Blue Hotel in Glasgow on 
Friday October 12, and will be hosted by radio 
and television personality Shereen Nanjiani.

Darrell Matthews, who took over as manag-

Argyll electrical fi rm 
nominated for awards

ing director of SELECT earlier this year, said: 
‘Once again we have a great line-up of the 
brightest and best individuals and companies 
in this hi-tech sector. 

‘SELECT is delighted to be the force behind 
this major awards event which recognises and 
rewards the resilience, professionalism and 
technical excellence of the people working in a 
challenging, science-based industry.’

Mr Matthews also paid tribute to the gen-
erous support o� ered to the electrical sector 
by this year’s sponsors, who include new 
sponsors Whitecro�  Lighting and Connect 
Communications, plus returning sponsors, 
� e SJIB, Edmundson Electrical, Scolmore 
Group, City Electrical Factors, � e Electrical 
Distributors’ Association, EC Insurance, 
Schneider Electric, Megger, Electrical Safety 
First and Ross Electrical.

� e categories include best delivery of cus-
tomer service, best use of training, best visual 
promotion, best electrical safety project, best 
small contractor, best medium contractor and 
best large contractor.

� e apprentice of the year and a special 
lifetime achievement award for services to the 
trade will also be made at the ceremony.

SELECT’s 1,250-member companies ac-
count for around 90 per cent of all electrical 
installation work carried out in Scotland. � ey 
have a collective turnover of around £1 billion.

� e organisation helps to shape the market 
environment by representing the industry to 
all levels of government and helps in� uence 
legislation to create industry conditions which 
enable member � rms to provide a quality 
service and maintain pro� tability.

Kenneth Ferguson and his wife Fiona at 
the awards in 2017.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Cycle marathon to Oban will promote eco project
In a bid to increase the green 
credentials of food producers 
and catering establishments 
across Scotland, Bidfood 
Scotland  has launched details 
of its new sustainable initiative, 
Source, Serve, Sustain.

To launch the initiative, Katie 
Sillars, Bidfood Scotland’s 
supplier development manager, 
is taking on the gruelling 
challenge of cycling to sustain-
ably deliver the new Bidfood 
Scotland brochures to a series 
of customers along a 120-mile 
route from the � rm’s Edinburgh 
depot to its base in Oban.

Bidfood Scotland is seeking 
to provide customers and 
suppliers with the inspiration 
to switch to a greener way of 
working. � is includes present-
ing locally-sourced produce, 
showcasing best practice among 
green-minded organisations, as 
well as working in collaboration 
with sustainability experts.

Championed by Katie, the in-
itiative aims to work with more 
Scottish suppliers, and support 

existing suppliers that aim to 
be more sustainably across food 
production, packaging and 
waste management systems.

Supplying more than 5,000 
customers across Scotland, the 
brochure features in excess of 
100 Scottish suppliers and 600 

products and includes meat, 
game, seafood, dairy, bakery 
and drinks, sourced from across 
Scotland. It highlights products 
that have particularly strong 
sustainability credentials, as well 
as fully compostable packaging 
and eco-friendly initiatives.

Katie said: ‘As Scotland has 
such a fantastic larder, being 
able to source local products, 
along with your main food and 
drink basket in one delivery, 
can be a key step to being more 
sustainable.

‘� e focus will be on demon-
strating to caterers how to 
communicate the quality and 
sustainability credentials of the 
food on o� er to their customers. 
� at way, they can bene� t from 
a more informed consumer who 
is willing to pay that little bit 
extra for a quality product that is 
carefully sourced with absolute 
provenance.’

� e Bidfood Scotland 
brochure is available online 
at  https://www.bidfood.co.uk/ 
our-products/our-catalogues/

Top honour for 
Argyll restaurant
An Argyll pub has won a coveted 
honour at a national food awards.

The Lord of the Isles at Craobh Haven 
was named Gastro Pub of the Year 
Central at the � fth annual Food Awards 
Scotland in the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Glasgow.

The winners are a re� ection of high 
standard and customer service, as 
they are chosen by members of the 
general public.

The black tie event was hosted by food 
writer of The Herald and Daily Record, 
Zara Janjua. 

She welcomed on stage talented 
individuals and businesses, acknowl-
edged for being at the forefront of the 
food industry with their high-quality 
food products and services.

Several of the awards were split into 
local regions to ensure the diverse range 
of businesses from across Scotland are 
recognised.

In addition, the awards supported 
Breast Cancer Care Scotland, a 
charity that provides support for anyone 
a� ected by breast cancer.

Katie Sillars prepares for her 120-mile trek. Photograph: Jon Savage
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Digging even 
deeper into 
Ulva’s history
The Isle of Ulva’s community buy-out has 
purchased an even deeper kist o’ riches.

The explorer David Livingstone’s 
grandfather, ‘Niall Beag’ lived on Ulva, 
deriving from Norse Ulvoy meaning ‘wolf 
island’, before leaving for Blantyre.

Above his croft at A’Chrannag (‘the 
pulpit’), signposted on the Livingstone 
Trail west of Ulva House, lies a dark 
hole in the grey basalt cli�  called the 
Livingstone Cave, where, the story goes, 
the Livingstones lived while building their 
now ruined house.

It is Britain’s highest raised sea cave, 
200m above today’s shoreline, and has 
been excavated by archaeologists from 
Edinburgh University since 1987. They 
carbon-dated the rubbish heaps, or 
‘middens’, of shells and bones, deposited 
by Mesolithic and Neolithic hunter-gather-
ers 8,800 to 6,400 years ago.

Dr Catriona Pickard, who is leading the 
Edinburgh University team with Professor 
Clive Bonsall, said this year’s dig had 
revealed Bronze and/or Iron Age � ints and 
a bone pin for fastening clothes.

Dr Pickard said: ‘There is tentative ev-
idence (in the form of animal bones 
with cutmarks) for human activity in 
the cave perhaps as early as 11,000-10,000 
years ago - but further radiocarbon 
dates will be required before this can be 
con� rmed.’

Their diet of saithe, cod and wrasse was 
most likely caught with � shing lines from 
the seashore, supplemented by seals, 
voles, limpets and winkles. ‘Small bone 
tools with a rounded and polished ends 
may have been used as limpet scoops to 
prise the � esh out of the shell. Remains 
of animals that were likely hunted for 
their pelts, such as wolf, have also been 
recovered. The sharp edges of broken 
scallop shells were used as cutting tools. 
Cowries were perforated to make shell 
beads that could be strung as necklaces or 
potentially sewn onto clothing.

‘One of the key questions being 
investigated is whether hunter-gatherer 
groups made Ulva their permanent home 
or whether they visited the island only 
occasionally.’

Donald McKichan’s memoirs

‘� ere were three meal mills in the parish at 
Drimnin, Savary and Acharn. � e system of 
payment was in kind, not money. � e miller 
got in return for every boll of grain, one half 
peck of meal. � e Acharn miller’s share for the 
milling of grain from the White Glen alone, 
came to 16 bolls. � is means that a very large 
quantity of grain was raised there at one time.

‘Many years ago, I met a captain and owner 
of a sailing ship at Lochaline, with three sons 
who were  on their way to Stornoway with a 
cargo of salt for the � sh curers. He was an old 
man, an Irishman.  To my surprise, he asked 
if there were any people at Achabeg, which 
is about two miles from Lochaline in the 
Fiunary direction. He said that when he was 
a boy he used to come there with his father for 
a cargo of potatoes in the autumn. Cultivation 
must have been very largely engaged in and 
the crop a great success, when they could af-
ford to sell as many over and above their own 
requirements.

‘Shortly a� er roads were made and bridges 
erected in the district, toll money was charged 
on all users of the road who passed through 
the toll gates with vehicles. � e gate, which 
was placed across the road about one hundred 
yards north of the doctor’s house at Knock, 
was attended to by a man by the name of 
Cameron, whose house was quite close to 
where the gate was.

‘About the years 1868-70, soon a� er the 
late Mrs Campbell Paterson became propri-
etrix of the  Lochaline estate and that part of 
Kinlochaline estate from Achaforse burn to 
the march at Larachbeg, the whole of the young 
oak from the shore to the foot of the rocks and 
along the embankment from the head of the 
loch to Lochaline, was cut down and, a� er a 
good beating, the bark was ripped o� .

‘� is work was done by contract during the 
summer months when the young bark was 
full of sap, by men, women and boys. � e 
bark and the dressed oak was put in separate 
heaps along the sea shore for shipment to the 
southern markets. � e bark was largely used 
in the tanning of leather, and the dressed oak 
in the process of smelting iron.

‘At a much earlier date, the oak on Acharn 
estate in the north side of Loch Arienas was 
cut down for the same purpose. I was told that 
bark to the amount of 60 tons was got from the 
cutting of the oak there. � is work was done 
by a man the name of Malcolm Sinclair.

‘When I went to Lochaline school about the 
year 1868, there were 14 slated houses in the 
village, and a large number of thatched houses 
in a row which ran along from very near the 
shop, on the high side of the road towards the 
lodge. It included a hotel and a house adjoin-
ing it, both of which were built by a man by 
the name of Cameron. It consisted of a general 
store and post o�  ce on the ground � oor. 

‘� ere were � ve grocer’s shops in the village, 
one of which had a licence, and a large number 
of people, among whom were a cart and wheel-
wright working on his own account, with 
journeyman and an apprentice. 

‘Two joiners, three builders, three shoe-
makers, three tailors, and a blacksmith at the 
crossroads at Kiel. 

‘Trade on two days of the week, Tuesday or 
Friday, was usually busy as these were the days 

on which goods were landed at Lochaline by 
cargo boats from Glasgow.

‘At school were 50 to 60 scholars and only 
one schoolmaster. He occasionally com-
plained of headache - and no wonder, he had 
far too much to do. A number of scholars were 
so successful with their studies that they went 
to training college in Glasgow and � nally to 
the Glasgow University. � ree of them were 
members of one family, two of whom followed 
the ministry, and the third, the  medical 
profession.

‘� ere were three others who were very suc-
cessful with their studies also, two  of whom 
followed the medical profession. � e other, a 
classmate of mine, turned out such a brilliant 
scholar, that at the end of his university 
career, he was appointed Master of Methods 
in Glasgow University, a position he held with 
distinction, until he reached the age limit to 
retire. He was a son of the last miller who had 
the cro�  and meal mill at Savary. Others dis-
tinguished themselves in commerce, industry 
and the merchant service.

‘It is di�  cult to know who was the owner 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines

Livingstone Cave, Ulva.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

We turn the clock back to 1995 this week and a photograph which shows Cathy Gemmill, 
the new president of the Oban and District Old Folk’s Committee, accepting a cheque 
for £1,000 from Hamish MacKinnon, manager of the Regent Hotel, who presented it on 
behalf of the North British Hotel Trust.

The 1939 start of the Ben Nevis Race from outside the old Post O�  ce. The picture is from 
the Roamer collection but courtesy of Jim MacDougall from Fort William. 

Donald McKichan’s memoirs

of Ardtornish estate when the old mansion 
house at Ardtornish was built [this was the 
house above Ardtornish castle on the point] 
but more than likely it was the Duke of Argyll.

‘� e house was one of the best built houses 
in the parish. � e mortar with which the walls 
were built must have been exceptionally strong, 
because when they were being taken down, 
blasting with powder had to be used. It was Mr 
T V Smith who ordered this old house to be 
taken down about the year 1895. So far as I am 
aware, his object in doing so was to avoid hav-
ing to pay taxes on unoccupied house property.

‘One of the most violent storms ever expe-
rienced on the west coast of Scotland took 
place on Sunday December 28 1879, resulting 
in great damage to property and plantations. 
On the  Ardtornish, Achranich and Acharn 
estates 8,000 trees were blown down. All 
the trees which ran along above the � elds at 
Old Ardtornish, lay � at as if it were a � eld 
of corn a� er being cut by a  scythe. � e log 
bridge across the river below the old castle 
[Kinlochaline] was carried away by the high 
tide and thrown up on the road nearby.

‘An old building, which stood about 20 to 30 
yards south of castle cottage, was occupied by 
two women, one of whom was within a year 
or two of her hundredth birthday. When the 
tide had come up almost to the door, the two 
women were taken away to a neighbouring 
house. Shortly a� er, a big wave came in, rolled 
up against the door and window and threw 
them both inside.

‘In a  short time, almost all they possessed, 
including a small chest in which one of 
them, Mary Cameron, kept a few articles of 
clothing and a little money amounting to £3, 
was washed away. A� er a diligent  search the 
following morning, it was found along a huge 
roll of seaweed which lay on the shore in front 
of the cottages. � e lid was open, and nothing 
in it. � e search was continued and when at 
the end of the roll, the little bag containing the 
money was found, for which poor Mary felt 
very thankful.’

Following the loss of her bothy, Mary 
Cameron went up to live in the ruined 
Kinlochaline Castle where she stayed for some 
years.

Main photograph: Charles McKichan 
(with white beard) sitting next to his son 
Donald (who is holding a hammer over his 
shoulder), along with some of the outside 
sta�  of Ardtornish Estate c. 1880s 
(Photograph: the McKichan family papers); 
a large schooner anchored at the head 
of Loch Aline either arriving with cargo 
or waiting to take bark and timber away 
in the 1860s; and Castle Cottage 1860s 
(Photographs: Iain Thornber)
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Sta�  at BEAR Scotland 
deserve praise for response
I am writing to comment on the excellent ser-
vice I received recently from BEAR Scotland. 
� ese days, people can be quick to criticise but 
slow to praise.

I am semi-retired and moved back to my home 
town of Oban a few weeks ago. On Saturday 
August 11, I reported via email at 3.30pm 
regular loud and irritating noises from a loose 
grate on the main Dunollie road heading out of 
Oban.

I received an immediate response from a very 
courteous and pleasant lady named Vicki, who 
had operatives at the site and dealing with the 
problem within 90 minutes. And this was on a 
Saturday.

Having spent the past 40 years running large 
service delivery organisations in the United 
States and Far East, I recognise excellent service 
when I experience it.

When I praised Vicki, she said I would 
have received the same service from all her 
colleagues. How modest of her and what an 
impressive culture BEAR Scotland has. Well 
done all.

John Watson,
Benvoullin Gardens, Oban.

ScotRail should provide 
more carriages on trains
How important is it that tourists are happy with 
all aspects of their visit to Oban and the isles, 
including their travel to and from the town?

� e two-carriage 8.57am ScotRail train 
service out of Oban bound for Glasgow on 
Saturday last was crammed with passengers 
and, understandably, many had at least one 
piece of luggage. � ere were also two wheel-
chair users and a number of bicycles.

� e journey may well be advertised as 
among the most scenic in the UK, but three 
hours packed together in two carriages is very 
uncomfortable and, for those many people 
who had no seat, the journey must have been 
intolerable.   A sta�  member commented that 
this was typical of weekend train services from 
Oban throughout the summer months.

So, given that ScotRail knows what passenger 
numbers are from ticket sales, why is it that 
the company fails to provide more carriages 
to cater for predictable seasonal demand? � e 
situation suggests managerial incompetence, 
or managerial ignorance of the business, or a 
callous disregard for passenger comfort.

Let us hear from the company why matching 
supply with demand is so di�  cult.

Ian Reid,
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

Visitors need more than 
soap and candles
I feel compelled to write to you regarding the 
response of A Halley (� e Oban Times, letters, 
August 16) to my letter published in the previ-
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ous week’s edition. � eir � nal comment asking 
campervan drivers to ‘pay up or shut up’, aside 
from being a frankly rude response, is also 
rather nonsensical.

Tobermory harbour has no restrictions on 
parking, so anyone (campervans included) is 
more than entitled to park there. It is hardly our 
fault (I include Fergus, my wee dog, as always) 
that the council has not sorted this out.

I would advise the council to create special 
campervan parking bays at the pier end of the 
harbour, charging a small fee for overnight 
stays, thus keeping everyone happy.

As a side issue, I would love to spend more 
money on Mull, but if you are a regular visitor 
there is only so much expensive soap, expensive 
chocolate and antler horns one requires.

As for A Halley’s accusation of dumping my 
chemical toilet where it is not wanted, I can 
assure them that my ablutions remain in my 
campervan (I cannot say the same for Fergus) 
until such time as I can dispose of them in the 
correct manner.

However, if Tobermory’s public toilets hadn’t 
been turned into an ice-cream parlour the 
whole thing may be rather a moot point.

I shall possibly rethink my autumnal plans 
if there is to be this kind of animosity toward 

campervans. Indeed, instead of bumping their 
gums, Mull residents would do better to create 
an economic model that is not so reliant on 
tourism, chocolate and candles. � en maybe 
they could a� ord to behave in such a cavalier 
fashion toward visiting tourists.

R M Dalrymple,
by email.

Baby box money could be 
spent on breast-feeding
We’ve recently been reminded by the BBC that 
the Scottish Government has spent £8.8 million 
in this � rst year of having baby boxes provided 
to all newborns.

While this might be a nice and seemingly 
harmless gesture, it is being advertised that the 
box and contents are to give ‘the best start in 
life’ for an infant. A true best start in life for a 
baby is to be breast-fed, which costs nothing.   
� e government is implying that we need to 
have a variety of commercial products for a 
baby to have the best start in life.

� e £8.8 million would be far better spent 
promoting the bene� ts of breast-feeding, the 
12 risks (at least) to a child of formula/arti� -

Concern over number 
of new homes in 
Dunbeg is justi� ed
� e level of concern expressed over 
a lengthy period of time about the 
development of hundreds of new homes 
in the Dunbeg area have been well 
documented and are, if nothing else, very 
understandable.

Principal among the worries is the lack 
of infrastructure in the village. � ere are 
fears that so many new homes will see the 
primary school exceed its capacity and 
that the roads system in the area is un� t 
to handle any more tra�  c than currently 
exists.

Indeed, there have already long been 
concerns voiced about the problems at 
the Dunbeg junction with the main A85 
and how problematic it can be to exit the 
village onto the trunk route.

Many of the councillors who voted to 
approve the development said it had been 
among the hardest of planning decisions 
they have had to make. � at, too, is 
understandable given the scale of the 
proposed development.

However, this area has a chronic 
shortage of homes, especially a� ordable 
social housing. � at, in turn, impacts 
negatively on the local economy as it 
deters people from moving to the area to 
take up new employment.

� e Oban and Lorn area needs more 
homes but the protesters are right to 
draw attention to the problems this 
development will create. We would urge 
Argyll and Bute Council and the Scottish 
Government to ensure the infrastructure 
is improved to be � t for purpose.
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Fort William. This week’s photograph 
is sent to us by Fiona McCuish, who 
said she took this colourful image of 
the sailing boats at Crinan Basin on her 
mobile phone. USEFUL CONTACTS

POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
AMBULANCE
999 or 01631 562928
COASTGUARD
999 or 01631 562685
RNLI
999 or 01631 563733
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
ARGYLL AND BUTE 
COUNCIL
01546 602127
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463

DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500
Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):
01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 01631 567190 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000

Oban: 01631 570614
WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089
BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

Cho fad ’s is cuimhne leam 
tha mi air a bhith measail 
air amannan earraich 
agus foghair.

� a misneachd beatha 
ann a bhith a’ dùsgadh na 
talmhainn is a’ cur sìol agus 
beagan mhìosan air adhart 
tha toileachas anns a’ bhuain 
agus an toradh obair an 
earraich.

Ach tha an toradh an urra 
ri iomadach buaidh eadar 
sgiùrsadh gaoithe, teas grèine, 
agus beathachadh uisge, agus 
ged nach bi smachd againn 
ach air cuid dhiubh sin, tha 
an ìre de dh’eòlas àiteachais 
a th’ againn deatamach a 
thaobh na thachras.

� a astar eadar miann air 
deagh thoradh àiteachais 
agus sin a choileanadh, agus 
tha caochladh dhòighean 
air am faigh sinn an sgìl seo 
eadar comhairle bho eòla-
ichean eile agus a bhith ag 
ionnsachadh mar a tha sinn 
a’ dol air adhart.  ‘S dòcha 
gur e an dòigh mu dheireadh 
sin as bitheanta dhuinn uile 
agus gu ìre mhòr tha sin a’ 
ciallachadh ionnsachadh bho 
mhearachdan a nì sinn bho 
àm gu àm.

Bidh cuid agaibhse, mar mi 
� ìn, air lusan a chur anns 
a’ ghàrradh agus a bhar-
rachd air gur e cur-seachad 

inntinneach a th’ ann tha e 
cuideachd taitneach annlan 
de lusan ùra � aicinn air 
bòrd-bìdh.

Ged a � uair mise cothrom 
mòran ionnsachadh bho mo 
phàrantan agus bho  mhu-
inntir eile baile-cruite 
nuair a bha mi òg, tha dìth a’ 
chleachdaidh thar nam bli-
adhnaichean a’ ciallachadh 
gum bheil mi air rudan a 
dhìochuimhneachadh, agus 
gun teagamh tha sgilean ann 
nach do dh’ionnsaich mi 
riamh! 

Gu fàbharach dhuinn 
an-diugh chan eil sinn gu tur 
an urra ri toradh liosa airson 
ar cumail ann am biadh mar 
a bha ginealaichean a dh’� al-
bh, agus mura dèan sinn 
àiteachas ceart agus nach 
� às gnothaichean mar bu 
chòir chan eil romhainn ach 
tàmailt seach gort an acrais.

Nì sinn nas � eàrr 
an-ath-bhliadhna, agus nach 
sona dhuinn a bhith cho 
saorsainneil.

Chuala mi uair beachd 
bho sheann sheirbheiseach 
catharra gum bithte ag ràdh 
(le spòrs tha  mi cinnteach!) 
nach bu chòir uair sam 
bith dreuchd Ministear 
Riaghaltais a thoirt do neach 
aig an robh eòlas air a’ chu-
spair a bha gu bhith an urra 

riutha. Bhiodh seo a’ cial-
lachadh gum biodh barrachd 
smachd aig na seirbheisich 
chatharra air dè bhiodh a’ 
tachairt a thaobh poileasaidh 
is mar sin air adhart. Mar 
a tha deasbadan Brexit a’ 
leantainn agus an ùine chun 
an dealaich Breatann bhon 
Aonadh Eòrpach a’ ruith 
a-mach, chan iongnadh 
iomagain a bhith  a’ fàs 
agus fear às dèidh � r de 
luchd-poilitigs a’ dèanamh 
glè bheag adhartais.

‘S e an trioblaid an seo nach 
eil ùine ann airson ionnsa-
chadh bho mhearachdan 
agus bidh sinn an dòchas 
nach buain sinn mar a chuir 
iadsan uile, gu ruige seo 
co-dhiù.

Every harvest re� ects many 
in� uences but perhaps 
predominantly the knowl-
edge  and expertise of the 
cro� er or farmer, much 
of that gained through 
experience.

As Brexit discussions stum-
ble on, concern grows about 
the � nal outcome with in-
creasing awareness that there 
may not be an opportunity to 
learn from mistakes.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
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cial feeding   (according to the World Health 
Organisation) and funding more midwife, 
trained peer support and educating the public 
to the bene� ts of breast-feeding.

Of course, some of the £8.8 million could also 
be spent combating the misleading advertising 
of formula giants whose main interest is pro� t, 
not infant health and wellbeing. � ere are 
several homeopathic remedies which help with 
breast-feeding problems, too, which could be 
thus funded but, unfortunately for mothers and 
babies, the NHS chooses not to recognise these 
o�  cially.

� ere are many avenues to improve infants’ 
start in life and its very low breast-feeding rate, 
just about the poorest in the world.  Not some-
thing for the nation to be proud of.

Valerie Cleave,
Cairnbaan.

Iona Abbey needs funding 
to pay for maintenance
Gerard Sweeney (� e Oban Times, letters, 
August 16) ‘feels ashamed to be taxed to visit and 
pray at the birthplace of Scottish Christianity’. 
� e Iona Community holds services in the 

abbey church at 9am and 9pm daily (10.30am 
on Sundays) and there is no charge to attend 
these services. Historic Environment Scotland 
deliberately does not sta�  the entrance gate 
until a� er the services have � nished.

� e site was owned by the Iona Cathedral 
Trustees until 2000 when HES (then HS) took 
over, simply because the trustees could no 
longer a� ord to maintain the site. � eir tenant, 
the Iona Community, could not a� ord to buy 
or maintain the site either, so we were actually 
rescued by HES, and continue to o� er hospital-
ity to this day only because it took over.

No Christian site in this country can a� ord 
to operate without funds to pay the council 
tax, electricity, phone/broadband, sewage, 
maintenance and sta�  ng costs, to name but a 
few. � e Iona Community spends thousands of 
pounds on toilet rolls, and makes no charge for 
the use of the toilets, the cleaning, the constant 
repairs to the toilet locks and the toilets them-
selves.   � e abbey sca� olding is a permanent, 
if mobile, presence simply because if it was not 
maintained, chunks of granite would fall upon 
the heads of Christians (and non-Christians) 
who come to pray.

� e Iona Community guest programme is 
suspended because of major renovation work 
on the accommodation. To try to continue, in 
the monastic tradition, to o� er hospitality, we 
have opened our refectory to welcome visitors 
for simple lunches, tea and co� ee, in return for 
donations. � is gives visitors the chance to see 
inside the abbey accommodation and to shelter 
from the rain.

� e HES shop in the cloisters helps HES to 
raise enough money to keep the site open, pay 
sta�  (who all live on Mull or Iona), and fund 
the ongoing masonry repairs, grass-cutting 
and other maintenance.

Our services in the abbey are ecumenical, 
and our shop across the road from the site 
sells theological books, Fairtrade gi� s and 
chocolate, sacramentals and jewellery, much of 
which is made locally. Without these commer-
cial opportunities, many people living on Iona 
would be unable to boost their livings (nearly 
everyone has to have more than one job to sur-
vive here), and visitors would have nowhere to 
get a co� ee, let alone lunch or an overnight stay. 
Who does he thinks provides these services?

I have lived here nearly 30 years, 21 of 
them working for the community, the last 19 
alongside the sta�  of Historic Environment 
Scotland, and I am outraged that Mr Sweeney 
has managed to avoid paying on his frequent 
visits, given that the community itself charged 
a ‘suggested donation’ of £1 back in 1988. St 
Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh charges admis-
sion, as does York Minster, Lincoln Cathedral 
and most places that are subject to the normal 
costs of living.

One of the songs regularly sung in the abbey 
church is All are Welcome, and we are proud 
to be able to continue to do this, thanks to the 
intervention of HES, the support of island res-
idents, the Iona Community and the majority 
of people who visit Iona and return over and 
over again.

Carol Dougall,
Iona.
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Jura teenager Molly Fletcher has hacked 
100.1 miles in 100 days to raise hundreds of 
pounds for a charity working with horses, 
donkeys and mules around the world.

� e 15-year-old signed up for equine 
charity Brooke’s MyHackathon challenge to 
keep busy in the summer school holidays.

With her Dales pony George, she com-
pleted the challenge on August 13 tackling 
Jura’s tricky wet and boggy terrain full of 
tussocks, raising £568.

� ere is only one single track road run-
ning the length of the island and Molly’s 
mum Claire o� en cycled ahead to keep her 
safe from any on-coming cars and wild deer 
– red deer outnumber people 30 to one.

Molly even found herself up against an 
enormous adder one day out riding.

George has been owned by Molly's fam-
ily for four years. Before that he had been 
moved around six other homes and his 
behaviour had su� ered as a result.

‘We turned to Cara Gelati at Wilderways 
in Argyll, who gave us lots of help and 
suggested he needed more challenges. He 
certainly got one this time. 

‘Molly’s been incredibly patient and deter-
mined, and o� en frustrated and tearful, but 
is now seeing the results, as is George,’ said 
Claire.

� is is charity Brooke’s second annual 
MyHackathon fundraiser, with a special 
emphasis on 100 years since the end of the 
Second World War where eight million 
horses, donkeys and mules lost their lives – 
many from � erce shell� re and gas attacks 

Talented young 
people from four 
island communi-
ties have joined 
forces to create 
a unique Gaelic 
comic book cele-
brating the area’s 
rich culture and 
heritage.

� e comic, Na 
Gaisgich, was 
written by prima-
ry seven pupils 
from Islay, Jura, 

Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer crew launched 
on Friday August 17  following reports of an 
unoccupied dive RIB o�  the northern tip of 
Calve Island in Tobermory Bay.

Following concerns from a ferry skipper that 
the RIB had been unoccupied for a few hours 
and was � ying a ‘diver down’ � ag, Tobermory 
RNLI was requested to launch and investigate 
by Stornoway Coastguard.

� e Severn-class lifeboat Elizabeth Fairlie 
Ramsey launched just a� er 1.30pm. On ar-
riving at the scene, the volunteer crew found 
three divers had surfaced near the RIB and 
they indicated they were safe and well. � e 
lifeboat returned to station where she was 
made ready for service shortly a� er 2pm.

Tobermory station mechanic Paul Gunn 
said: ‘We’d like to thank the ferry skipper for 
passing on his concerns to the Coastguard. We 
would much rather be called out at an early 
stage and � nd all is well rather than be called 
out too late. If you see anything which gives 
you reason to think someone may be in trou-
ble at sea, dial 999 and ask for the Coastguard.’

Land Reform Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham was on the island of Ulva re-
cently to o�  cially launch the � rst Community 
Land Week.

Ms Cunningham also met members of the 
community group which recently bought the 
island.

Speaking from Ulva, Ms Cunningham said: 
‘� is is an exciting time for land reform in 
Scotland, with a growing number of commu-
nity groups acquiring land and buildings in 
their area for community use.

‘In the past year alone we’ve seen the local 
community here in Ulva make the � rst pur-
chase of an island, using right to buy legisla-
tion. We have also seen a steady increase in the 
acquisitions of rural and urban spaces, which 
we hope will only increase as new rights, like 
the right to buy abandoned or neglected land, 
is taken up.

‘Community Land Week is a great way to cel-
ebrate these diverse and worthwhile projects, 
from the Western Isles to the Scottish Borders. 
I would encourage everyone to get involved 
- either in person at one of the many events 
taking place, or online.’Molly Fletcher and George on their 100 

mile hack on Jura in 100 days.

Molly hacks 100 miles 
on Jura for charity

but also due to harsh living conditions.
‘Unfortunately these conditions are still 

very much a reality for the 100 million 
equines working around the world today. 

‘It’s thanks to fundraisers like Molly that 
Brooke is able to reach more and more 
of them each year and make long lasting 
improvements to their lives and the fam-
ilies who depend on them,’ said a charity 
spokesman.

Molly’s mum added: ‘� is challenge ticked 
the box for Molly as it involved fundraising 
for horse welfare. It would mean riding a 
lot more, and she was also very aware of 
the local commemorations on Islay for the 
Second World War. We’re very proud of her 
and George.’

education Councillor Yvonne McNeilly said: 
‘� e comic book looks great. I particularly 
like the way it has been created with Gaelic 
and English translations, enabling everyone to 
enjoy it. � e children have written the stories 
in a way which really captures the readers’ 
attention, while celebrating their heritage. 
� ey are an extremely talented bunch and I’m 
sure they will go far. Well done.’ Councillor 
Robin Currie, policy lead for Gaelic, added: 

Mull and Tiree as part of a transition project 
for going into secondary school.

� e pupils were all learning Gaelic as a 
second language at school and created the 
comic thanks to funding from the Scottish 
Government. 

� ey based the book on folklore and fables 
from their islands and all ideas were collabo-
rated to form the � nal product.

Social enterprise company Magic Torch 
Comics travelled to each of the islands 
involved to deliver workshops to help the chil-
dren adapt the stories, characters, illustrations 
and plots into comic strips.

Argyll and Bute Council’s policy lead for 

‘It’s encouraging to see young people in our 
communities using their initiative in projects 
like this. Not only are they promoting the 
Gaelic language to a younger audience, but 
they are also helping to preserve tales from the 
area which could otherwise get lost over the 
years.’

To view the comic, visit: www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/sites/default/f i les/gael ic_comic_ 
2018_screen_res.pdf

Members of the Appin branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Institute kicked o�  the 2018-19 
season with a co� ee evening to raise funds for 
children’s Christmas parties.

� e convivial evening of chat and home-bak-
ing raised £486.

APPIN

� ere was international recognition for the 
award-winning Mull Eagle Watch project last 
week when a Japanese delegation from the 
Ecosystem Conservation Society (ECS) based 
in Tokyo visited the island.

Six executives and sta�  of the organisa-
tion, including president Hobun Ikeya and 
secretary general Takeshi Seki, along with 
a translator, were shown two of the project’s 
locations.

First stop was the headquarters of Mull and 
Iona Community Trust, which manages the 
project, with a welcome from general man-
ager Moray Finch and a presentation by Dave 
Sexton, Mull o�  cer for the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds.

From there, they travelled the short distance 
to Craignure golf course, which has hosted 
Mull Eagle Watch this year.

MULL

REQUEST A QUOTE
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At random

Beach looks good
� ere was a fair amount of critical comment 
on social media recently about the state of the 
Oban Bay beach in George Street.

� e beach was blighted by weeds along the 
harbour wall.

Many people voiced the opinion it was 
unsightly and re� ected poorly on the town. 
Others were of the view it was simply nature 
taking its course and that such plants should 
be le�  alone.

Now someone has cleared the weeds and, for 
what it is worth, I think it looks much better.

� e splendid people at Oban’s New Hope 
Kitchen do weekly beach cleans to keep the 
area clear of litter.

As the Oban Town Diary website says: ‘Come 
along and help our wonderful volunteers clean 
up the beaches in Oban every Wednesday 
morning. Marine litter is everyone’s problem. 
Reduce, reuse, recycle. You can help.

‘For further information and to � nd out how 
you can help, please contact Janie on 07530 
314127. 

‘Or just come along and meet at Hope 
Kitchen.’ 

For anyone interested, the Wednesday beach 
cleans are from 10.30am to noon.

Honesty praised
I was delighted to receive an email last week 
from Oban woman Jenny Watson who 
dropped me a line to say: ‘To the lady who 
found my handbag I had inadvertently le�  in 
a trolley at Aldi on August 19, and handed it 
in to the sta� , a big thank you. Having just 
arrived to live in Oban, this bodes well for my 
future here! Much appreciated.’

When we hear so much negative comment 
about crime and dishonesty, it is reassuring to 
know there are still some honest people about.

What’s in a name?
I am indebted to Jim McLeish - known to 
some as the ‘former � ornliebank mid� eld 
maestro’ - for � agging up an unfortunately 
named woman who recently appeared on the 
national TV news.

Asked to comment on the ‘crisis at 
Birmingham prison’ was the chief executive 
of the Howard League for Penal Reform. Her 
name? Frances Crook.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

National Trust for Scotland 
president Neil Oliver visited 
Glencoe to recognise the site 
as Scotland’s newest National 
Nature Reserve (NNR).

Joined by schoolchildren 
and charity sta� , he unveiled 
a plaque to celebrate Glencoe’s 
status as an NNR.

Neil also met Derek Alexander, 
head of archaeological services, 
to hear about � nds made in 
recent digs around Glencoe.

NNRs are areas of land set 
aside to conserve important 
habitats and species and to give 
people the opportunity to enjoy 
and connect with nature.

Glencoe was one of the � rst 
places to come under the 
stewardship and protection of 
the National Trust for Scotland 
when it was acquired by the con-
servation charity in 1935. It is 
the eighth NNR the organisation 
manages.

� e glacier-carved slopes of 
the 5,625.06-hectare Glencoe 
reserve boast eight Munros and 
a delicate ecosystem of birch 

Neil Oliver with local children and NTS sta�  at Glencoe.

woodland, moorland and peat 
bogs.

NTS chief executive Simon 
Skinner said: ‘� e thing about 
National Nature Reserves is that 
there are two reasons for their 
designation. � e � rst is to recog-
nise the signi� cance of the area 
on a national and international 

level, which can certainly be said 
for Glencoe.

‘� e second is that people 
should be encouraged to visit – 
to � nd out for themselves what 
an incredible place it is; whether 
it’s the turbulent history, the 
extraordinary landscape or the 
wealth of � ora and fauna that 

Glencoe is home to. � e love of 
Scotland is central to what we do 
and there’s no point doing any of 
this if we can’t share its wonder. 
Last month we announced a sig-
ni� cant investment in the visitor 
centre at Glencoe. We are con-
stantly maintaining the 60kms 
of paths and the monitoring of 
birds, insects and plant life never 
stops.’

Neil Oliver, archaeologist, 
author and TV presenter, said: 
‘Some of my happiest memories 
with my dad Pat were spent at 
Glencoe. � at landscape is just 
part of me and my childhood.

‘Buzzards and golden eagles 
� y overhead, snow bunting and 
ptarmigan crest the high peaks 
and at your feet bog myrtle, cot-
ton grass, butterwort, sundew 
and bladderwort thrive. Dig 
below that and you uncover the 
dark events of Glencoe’s past.

‘It’s a phenomenally rich 
environment and you can’t help 
but be a� ected by it. It’s a unique 
place of history, nature and 
spectacle.’

Glencoe nature reserve celebration 

Left to right: Elizabeth Ferguson, Dave 
Sexton, Jan Dunlop and ECS president 
Hobun Ikeya and colleagues. Photograph: Barry 

Whenman.

� e Japanese guests learned from Elizabeth 
Ferguson and committee member Barry 
Whenman of the history of the golf course 
where the sport has been played since 1895 
and how working with Mull Eagle Watch will 
bring additional visitors, golfers and income 
to the club. � e group saw otters along the 
coast, which are very rare in Japan.

Following lunch at Am Birlinn, the group 
visited the North West Mull community eagle 
watch at West Ardhu where they heard from 
Helen Murray and John Morrison about how 
the community forest has been managed to 
accommodate the nesting white-tailed eagles 
alongside forest harvesting.

Seasonal rangers Meryl Varty and Cian 
Burke-Brown worked hard to locate some dis-
tant soaring eagles before the visitors departed 
to sample the delights of Tobermory.

Aya Inoue, manager of the ECS international 
department, said: ‘We wanted to study Mull 

Eagle Watch’s outstanding achievements for 
the local economy and wildlife protection.

‘We wanted to meet Mull Eagle Watch 
partners and hear what re-introduced white-
tailed eagles have brought to the island and 
their e� ects on the local economy. Mull Eagle 
Watch project has been making outstanding 
achievements. We believe we can learn a lot 
from its e� orts.’

Dave Sexton said: ‘It was a delight to welcome 
our Japanese friends to Mull and to know that 
awareness of our partnership work on Mull 
Eagle Watch is known about and respected on 
the international stage.’

Mull Eagle Watch is a species protection and 
public viewing partnership involving Mull 
and Iona Community Trust, RSPB Scotland, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Forest Enterprise 
Scotland and Police Scotland. � e project is 
graded as a � ve-star wildlife experience by 
VisitScotland.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions



� e Oban Times
Thursday 30 August 201832

OUTDOORS
Online sensation 
visits Oban and 
Tiree in campaign
A Canadian with a collective social 
media following of more than 500,000, 
has been on an adventure around the 
west of Scotland as part of a project 
with VisitScotland.

Chris Hau, a photographer, � lm-maker 
and wakesurfer from Toronto, caught 
some waves o�  the coast of Tiree, while 
also exploring Argyll and the Isles.

This was part of the national tourism 
organisation’s Scotland: Life campaign 
which involves social media content 
creators getting the opportunity to see 
what it is like to live, work and study in 
Scotland.

Chris, who came to Scotland with his 
partner Lizzie Peirce, will be creating a 
range of content from his travels over 
the next few months which will be 
hosted on visitscotland.com. His trip 
included a visit to McCaig’s Tower in 
Oban and Gylen Castle on the Isle of 
Kerrera.

Based on his passion for watersports, 
Chris was introduced to Iona Larg 
of Blackhouse Watersports, a family 
business based on Tiree. 

Iona took him sur� ng on the isle’s 
waves and arranged a beach cookout 
for him.

While on the mainland, Chris was 
guided by VisitScotland’s Michael 
McCuish, who is originally from Oban. 
Michael was able to help Chris discover 
some of the best attractions in his home 
town, as well as on Kerrera.

Chris said: ‘Getting the chance to 
spend time in Tiree with Iona and her 
family is a memory I will cherish forever. 

‘It was one of the most unique 
travelling experiences I’ve ever been 
through and made me feel extremely 
connected with the Scottish people. 
All in all, I caught some amazing waves, 
spent time with incredible people and 
have endless photos to edit. Scotland is 
beautiful!’

Abandoned townships, silent remnants of 
communities that were once vibrant with 
life, are scattered throughout the Highlands. 
� ey can be quite hard to � nd, so when I saw a 
guided tour advertised by Kilmartin Museum, 
I put my name down for it.

� e tour was to Arichonan, a settlement 
which sits high on a hillside in Knapdale. We 
parked in a forestry car park and followed our 
guide, Julia, on a path that ascended steadily, 
meandering across open moor and through 
mature woodland.

A hearty and determined little group had 
turned out on a morning of torrential rain, 
which blurred our vision as we stopped to gaze 
south towards Caol Scotnish, a spur of Loch 
Sween. Eventually, we emerged into a clearing 
where the ruined stone walls of houses were 
visible, rising from a carpet of grass and brack-
en. For a fraction of a second, despite myself, I 
looked for signs of life.

� e oldest records of a settlement at Arichonan 
are from the 1600s but its history may go back 
many centuries further. � e name means 
‘Conan’s shieling’ referring to the tradition 
of taking cattle up onto higher ground in the 
summer months. � e surviving buildings date 
mostly from the 18th and 19th centuries, and 
may have been built upon older stone structures 
that included clay and wattle, though the roofs 
would have been made of turf or heather.

For several hundred years, the inhabitants of 
Knapdale would have kept cattle and grown 
crops. � e general opinion is that, between 
the 16th and 19th centuries, the population 
expanded so that these farms o� en became set-
tlements occupied by several tenants and their 
families, together with labourers and servants. 
If Arichonan had started life as a summer 
settlement, it must, by this stage, have become 
occupied all year round.

A burgeoning population squeezed into 
increasingly cramped dwellings was particu-
larly vulnerable to disaster such as crop failure 
caused by potato blight; the late 18th century 
also saw a drop in cattle prices, pushing the 
farmers further towards starvation. At the 
same time, there was a movement towards 
agricultural ‘improvement’ in the Highlands 
as a whole. Under this new method of estate 

Arichonan: where memories lie hidden

management, sheep farming took precedence 
over small-scale tenants, and settlements such 
as Arichonan were considered unnecessary.

� e time of the Highland Clearances is still a 
sad and sensitive episode in our history. Not all 
landlords evicted their tenants forcibly; every 
settlement and every glen has a di� erent story 
to tell. Individual stories, in many cases, still 
lie hidden. � e fact remains that thousands of 
families le�  their homeland to begin new lives 
overseas - many in Canada and Australia.

At Arichonan, on April 4, 1848, the tenants 
received formal notice that their leases would 
be terminated on May 27, which was Whit 
Sunday. By that date, they were expected to ‘� it 
and remove themselves’ along with all their 
belongings, such as they had.

But when estate o�  cials, backed up by the 
local constabulary, called to enforce the order, 
they were met with violence. � e tenants had 
armed themselves with sticks and stones, and 
their numbers were swelled by people from 
neighbouring settlements who no doubt feared 
the same fate. More than 100 people, women 
as well as men, had turned out to � ght. Some 
were arrested, and a few served short sentences 
in Inveraray jail. It was a valiant act of de� ance, 
but it could not stop the momentum of change.

Niel or Neil MacMillan was one of the tenants 
of Arichonan, and his name can still be seen 
carved on a cottage wall. � e MacMillans 
have a long history in this part of Knapdale – 
Castle Sween and the beautiful carved cross in 
Kilmory Knap Chapel bear witness to their for-

by Jo Woolf
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Saturday September 1 
Sgurr an Fhuarain Duibh, Glen 
Finnan
A craggy hill of intermediate height 
in the shadow of the Coire Thollaidh 
Horseshoe and not often visited. Grand 
views of the big hills around the head 
of Glen Finnan.

Start from the CP just before the 
gate to the estate road at NM906808. 
Follow the estate road NE under 
railway viaduct and N through Glen 
Finnan for 4Km. Cross the bridge over 
the Allt a’ Chaol-ghlinne and turn NW 
upstream beside the burn. Where the 
track turns N up to Glen� nnan Lodge, 
continue W on the footpath by the 
Allt a’ Chaol-ghlinne to its end at the 
watershed. Head N up a steep slope to 
the crest of a ridge, just east of a small 
summit, 553m. 

Climb NE up the ridge to the summit 
of Sgurr an Fhuarain Duibh,749m. Head 
N across the summit plateau, past 
several small lochans, and down to a 
col at NM901867. Descend E into Coire 
Carnaig and follow the Allt a’Choire 
Charnaig into the lower coire and 
down to an old reservoir at NM914852. 
The burn turns E and tumbles down 
a gully. 

Descend carefully on the easier slope 
on its S side to reach the main track in 
Glen Finnan just SW of a ford. Cross the 
track and drop S about 40m to reach 
a two-plank bridge across the River 
Finnan. Cross the river and climb 20m 
up SE to a new track.

Follow the track SW into the forest 
and S on the E side of the River Finnan 
to the bridge at NM913819. Cross the 
river to re-join the outward route back 
to the start. 

Grade: M+; distance: 17kms; height 
to climb: 780m. Meet at Fort William 
Woollen Mill, at 9.30am for start of 
walk at 10am. Leader: Kate Willis 07899 
783279.
Thursday September 6
Beinn Fhionnlaidh, Loch Creran
A splendid peak not overlooked by 

close neighbours, a six-km long W-E 
spine with steep N and S side giving 
extensive views of other munros near 
and far.

Start at Elleric CP, NN035488. Follow 
the estate road SE, cross the river 
Creran and fork left just before Glenure 
Lodge. Turn left on to the track heading 
N. After 300m, at the edge of some 
woodland at NN046484, take a path 
that climbs E. In open country head NE 
towards Leac Bharainn and follow the 
west ridge of Beinn Fhionnlaidh to its 
summit. Descend the east ridge to a col 
and on to a small summit, 841m. Turn S 
down to the spur of Meall nan Gobhar 
at 595m.

Descend W into the long narrow glen 
enclosing the Allt Bealach na h-Innsig. 
Pick up the path on its north side and 
follow it back to Glenure Lodge, thence 
to Elleric.

Grade: S; distance: 15kms; height 
to climb: 1000m. Meet at North 
Ballachulish school at 9am or 
Longsdale car park, Oban, at 8.45am 
for start of walk 9.30am. Leader: Nigel 
Clark 07555 812970.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevishillwalk-
ing.club. If anyone would like to go 
out on the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday September 2
Meall na Teanga, Clunes
Park at the parking area for Eas Chia-
aig. Follow path until it joins the track. 

From NN180894 head E through 
short band of trees up to minor 280m 
summit. Continue E to 493m summit of 
Creag Dhonn.

Turn N over Ruighe na Beinne (645m) 
and then NNE over Meall Breac and 
� nally NE to 872m top of Meall Odhar. 
Follow ridge E to 907m top of Meall 
Coire Lochain. Follow NE ridge to 
Meall na Teanga and then return to 
906m top. Head SE to 588m top of 
Leac Chorrach. Head S to end of track 
at NN200890. Follow track E to point 
NN205889. Now descend S, hopefully 
avoiding trees, to car park near Clunes. 
Alternatively continue E along track to 
junction and then turn SW along track 
to car park.

Distance: 13kms; height to climb: 
1100ms. 

 Suggested by Robert Paterson; 
coordinated by John Burton.

Arichonan: where memories lie hidden

mer power. Other families included MacLeans, 
MacDougalls, MacLellans, MacLachlans, 
Campbells … it is impossible to know where 
they all went and how they fared a� er they le�  
Arichonan.

Surprisingly, three years a� er the riot, the 
1851 census shows that 26 people were still 
living at Arichonan, but only one of them was a 
farmer.  Niel MacMillan is listed as living with 
his sons, Angus and Peter, at nearby Kilmory 
Oib, but just over 20 years later this settlement 
also stood empty.

� e Forestry Commission Scotland says: ‘It is 
unknown exactly when and how Kilmory was 
abandoned but the buildings are shown as un-
roofed by 1873 when the � rst edition Ordnance 
Survey map was published.’

At Arichonan, some of the buildings were 
converted into a shepherd’s house and sheep 
pens. Others present something of a puzzle 
to historians in terms of their evolution and 
occupation. � is is not a place that wants to 
give up its secrets.’

We stood under a dripping ash tree to eat our 
lunch, and re� ected quietly on the lives that 
have been lived here, memories sensed but not 
spoken. 

From the south, the rain was clearing rapidly, 
leaving behind a forest of sparkling droplets 
and a comforting smell of wet earth. As we 
paused for a last look around, the houses of 
Arichonan were � ooded with sunshine.

Take a look at Kilmartin Museum’s website 
for future trips and events: www.kilmartin.org

Far left: the 
shepherd’s 
house 
and sheep 
pens; what 
remains of 
the Arichonan 
settlement; 
and, above, 
triangular 
windows 
allowed 
the wind to 
winnow the 
grain. 
Photographs: Jo Woolf
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WHISKY TOURS & TASTINGS

To book a tasting call or email -
Tel: 01586 551710

Email: shop@cadenhead.scot

www.cadenhead.scot

Tel: 01586 555468

Email: tours@springbank.scot

www.springbank.scot

To book a tour call or email -

DISTILLERY SHOP

 Every step of the whisky 
making process.

 Our whisky in the relaxed 
atmosphere of our

 Tasting Room.

 A selection of hand-drawn 
Cadenhead whiskies in one 

of our traditional warehouses.

TASTE IT

CADENHEAD’S WAREHOUSE TASTING

TOUR

SEE

TRY

SAMPLE

Springbank & Glengyle Tours

FROM £30PP

FROM £15PP

 FROM £7PP

Mitchell’s Glengyle
Distillery

Springbank
Distillery

Unwrapping the Secrets 
to Success – Food & 
Drink Diversification
National Advice Hub
T: 0300 323 0161   E: advice@fas.scot   W: www.fas.scot

Date: Wednesday 12th 
September 2018
Time: 10.30am – 3.30pm 
(lunch included)
Venue: Church centre, 
Glencruitten Rd,
Oban, PA34 4DN

This one day workshop is 
aimed at producers and new 
entrants who are currently 
considering adding value to 
farm produce through diver-
sification. The workshop will 
be led by SAC’s senior food 
and drink consultants, Ceri 
Ritchie and Kerry Allison and 
will include:
• Trends and innovation
• Branding
• Business value proposition
• Guest speaker
• An option to have 1:1 
consultancy with the team
To register attendance 
please contact
val.angus@sac.co.uk or 
book at www.fas.scot

This one day workshop funded by Scotland’s 
farm advisory service will focus on product 
branding, marketing strategies including farm 
diversification and will help producers to as-
sess the potential value to their business. 
There will be a guest producer from Argyll and 
will be a great opportunity for those interested 
to speak to other local people involved with or 
thinking about food & drink strategies. It is also 
a great opportunity to speak to experienced 
consultants specialising in the food & drink 
sector.

@FASScot
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Scottish Food and Drink 
Fortnight 2018 takes place 
from September 1-16 and 
provides the perfect oppor-
tunity for everyone to get 
involved in celebrating and 
enjoying fantastic Scottish 
produce, whether they’re a 
chef, producer, retailer, ca-
terer, hotelier, school, organ-
isation or food enthusiast.

Every corner of the world 

is waking up to the fact that 
Scotland’s produce is with-
out peer. � e quality of our 
air, our water and our natu-
ral resources is the envy of 
the world, and the passion, 
creativity and inventiveness 
of our people is driving the 
sector forward. � ere is no 
doubt that now is an exciting 
time to be involved in food 
and drink in Scotland.

This is also Scotland’s 
Year of Young People and 
what better opportunity to 
celebrate our talented and 
innovative young people 
than by shining a light on 
the impact and contribu-
tion they are making to our 
vibrant and diverse food 
and drink industry, which 
continues to grow on a 
global scale.

Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

More than just beautiful Seafood

  Overlooking the harbour 
Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

AWARD 
WINNING

The most popular and established 
chippy in Oban

Three generations of 
frying excellence

Open 12 mid day - Late
Seating Available

Visit the best chippy in Oban
01631 563736

86 George St, Oban

The Only Winery on the 
West Coast of Scotland!
Free daily tastings (10am to 6pm) 
with Kenny and Helen at Dunollie, 
Mansfield Road, Port Ellen.

Come and have a blether and try 
something very special!

Wines also available on the 
Calmac ferries, local Spar shops, 
Bruichladdich Mini Market and Port 
Mór Restaurant in Port Charlotte.

Tel: 01496 032353
www.islaywines.com

Islay Wines!
Unique Scottish 
fruit and 
barley wines - 
handcrafted 
and bottled in 
Port Ellen, Islay.

SUMMIT GOOD

Lochy Bridge, Fort William, PH33 6TJ Tel: 01397 702476
www.bennevisdistillery.com
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Food and drink in Scotland 
is changing and it is now 
becoming more of an expe-
rience than ever. With new 
and exciting restaurants, 
artisan cafes and food mar-
kets springing up, as well 
as street food festivals and 
pop-ups breathing exciting 
new life into city and rural 
venues, this year’s fortnight 
will celebrate the young tal-
ent driving the future of our 
food and drink experiences 
with � air and passion.

Scotland’s food and drink 
sector has been built on 
centuries of tradition so, 
while embracing the new, 

will continue to celebrate the 
old, particularly the young 
people working to keep 
the more traditional trades 
alive.

� e campaign for this year 
is themed around the future 
of Scotland’s food and drink 
industry. � is is to stimulate 
discussion and debate and 
create excitement about the 
industry to help spread the 
message that Scotland’s food 
and drink sector really is the 
place to be.

Essentially, the aim is to 
encourage more people than 
ever to buy, eat and promote 
Scottish food and drink.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Win weekend tickets to Bowfest
Best of the West (Bowfest) 
2018 enters its eighth year with 
three  stages, more than 100 
musicians, celebrity chefs, an 
amazing castle and more.

Arguably Scotland’s � nest 
boutique festival, music and 
food lovers from across the 
globe gather to celebrate the 
best in Scottish music, art, food 
and drink. Inveraray Castle, a 
jewel in the West Highlands’ 
crown, provides a unique and 
stunning backdrop to the 
weekend festival.

� is year’s jam-packed music 
line-up includes Tide Lines, 
Donnie Munro, Skipinnish, 
Heron Valley, Bwani Junction, 
Seven Nations and many more.

� e popular Festival Kitchen 
hosts six top local chefs, 
including Calum Hall (Loch 

Fyne Oysters) and  Scotland’s 
national chef and Masterchef, 
� e Professionals 2016 winner 
Gary Maclean. All this plus the 
Food from Argyll marquee, 
cra�  tent, whisky tent and 
children’s entertainment.

� e Oban Times has 
teamed up with organisers to 
o� er readers the chance to win 
weekend tickets, with three 
pairs up for grabs.

Coach services from Glas-
gow, Oban, Dunoon and 
Tar bert to Bowfest 2018, by 
West Coast Motors, will take 
you to the festival and back. 
Visit  www.bowfest.co.uk  to 
book your bus and ticket 
package.

To enter, simply answer 
the question below and return 
it to Bowfest 2018 Competition, 

� e Oban Times, Oban, PO 
Box 1, PA34 4HB  by  Monday 
September 3. Don’t forget to 
include your name, address 
and email address (winners 
will be noti� ed by email).

Question: Donnie Munro 
was the former front man for 
which band? A) Runrig B) � e 
Vatersay Boys C) Wolfstone.

Terms and conditions: � e 
prize per winner is one pair 
of three-day adult tickets to 
Bowfest on September 7, 8 
and 9, 2018. Entrants must be 
aged 18 or over. Tickets are 
e-tickets and will be emailed to 
the winner. Tickets are subject 
to Bowfest  ticket  terms  and   
conditions which can be found 
at www.bowfest.co.uk.

Oban Times T&Cs apply and 
the editor’s decision is � nal. Bowfest showcases all that’s best in Argyll’s music, art, food and more.

Over 18s only. Winners will 
be selected at random after 
the closing date and will 
receive a pair of tickets. The 
prize is not transferable 
or redeemable for cash 
equivalent. Photocopied 
entries will not be accepted. 
Winners may be asked to 
take part in publicity and 
may appear in a Wyvex 
Media publication and 
website. The competition is 
not open to Wyvex Media 
and associated company 
employees and their 
families. Digital subscribers 
can enter by printing this 
page and submitting their 
entry accompanied by 
a letter explaining that 
you are a
digital subscriber. The 
closing date for entries 
is midnight, Monday, 
September 3. We will 
protect your personal data. 
We only gather what we 
need for the requirements 
of this competition. 
Entry data will be deleted/
disposed immediately 
upon the competition entry 
deadline and in a manner 
appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrants’ details 
will not be used for any 
other activity.
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malts OF THE month
A round up of this month’s whisky news, and a 
snifter at the new blend of Arran, Jura, and Islay 
malts to mark National Oyster Day

Scotch Whisky tourism is seeing record numbers 
of visitors, with 1.9 million visits to distilleries last 
year, new �gures have revealed.

The annual survey compiled by the Scotch 
Whisky Association (SWA) also shows spending at 
visitor centres was up by 15.6 per cent to £60.9m, 
with the highest number of visitors coming from 
Germany and the USA, followed by India, China 
and Japan.

Karen Betts, Scotch Whisky Association chief 
executive, said: ‘These are exciting times. Scotch 
Whisky distilleries have invested - and continue 
to invest - hugely in providing world-class visitor 
facilities, and they are collaborating in establishing 
new whisky trails and �nding new ways of telling 
the story of Scotch. And it’s a wonderful story.

‘Whisky tourism is on the up, but tourists are 
often surprised that Scotch is more expensive here 
in the UK than it is in their home countries. They are 
surprised to know that £3 in every £4 spent on a 
bottle of Scotch in the UK goes to the government 
in tax. If tax rises further in the autumn Budget, this 
will put at risk further industry investment in future 
growth.’

The SWA survey also details that on average over 
£32 was spent during each trip to a visitor centre, 
up almost four per cent year on year and by £11 per 
visit in 2010.

Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism and 
External A�airs Fiona Hyslop MSP said: ‘As we 
are seeing innovative expansions to the visitor 
experience at distilleries around Scotland, I am 

con�dent we will see a further increase in visitors, 
which is great for our tourism sector and the wider 
economy.’

Exciting times indeed. Douglas Laing & Co. un-
veiled its new £10 million distillery in Glasgow will 
be named Clutha, and the Scottish Government is 
looking for third parties to develop another ‘silent 
distilleries’, Dallas Dhu in Forres, Moray, becoming 
the fourth silent distillery to reopen in recent years, 
following Port Ellen, Brora and Rosebank.

Meanwhile in Fife, the Lowland distillery 
Kingsbarnes in Fife released its �rst whisky, a three 
year old matured in �rst-�ll ex-Bourbon casks.

The lost distillery of Port Ellen will be celebrated 
in the second edition of Johnnie Walker Blue 
Label’s Ghost and Rare series. The blended Scotch 
will ‘recapture the memory’ of the Islay distillery, 
which closed in 1983 but is set to reopen in 2020, 
with grain whiskies from two other lost distilleries – 
Carsebridge, which closed in 1983, and Caledonian, 
which closed in 1988.

The rest of the blend comprises ‘incredibly rare’ 
malts from Mortlach, Dailuaine, Cragganmore, 
Blair Athol and Oban. Bottles will be available from 
October for £275.

A bottle of Laphroaig 1967 smashed records at 
auction, selling for £61,000, to a German bidder. 
The 15 year old whisky, one of only 720 bottles in 
the world, was produced and signed by independ-
ent bottler Samaroli.

To mark National Oyster Day on August 5, 
Douglas Laing and Co. has released a second Rock 
Oyster Cask Strength Limited Edition, blending 
malts distilled on the islands of Islay, Arran, Jura 
and Orkney, priced at £49.99.

A name synonymous with 
Highland bagpipes will be 
the centre of attraction on the 
�rst day of this month’s Blas 
festival.

Music of the late great Pipe 
Major Donald Macleod MBE, 
from the Isle of Lewis, will be 
showcased in Crossing the 
Minch, a project dreamed up 
by �e Big Music Society, led 
by world class pipers Calum 
MacCrimmon, Breabach and 
Tryst, and John Mulhearn, 
Tryst.

Crossing the Minch will 
commemorate the outstand-
ing music of PM Macleod, 
arguably the most in�uential 
piper and composer of the 
20th century.

�e two-night tour, which 
will visit An Lanntair in 
Stornoway on September 7 
and Ullapool Village Hall 
on September 8, will wow 
audiences with a showcase 
of Donald Macleod’s music 
featuring special guests 
including James Duncan 
Mackenzie, Breabach, 
Innes White, Assynt, Fiona 

and players of other instru-
ments are very mindful of the 
legacy of Pipe Major Macleod. 
His tunes are still played by 
young players and it is �tting 
Blas will mark his work in 
Crossing the Minch, the title 
of one of his best-loved tunes.’

Blas, from September 
7 to 15, celebrates Gaelic 
culture and the traditional 
music scene over nine days of 
concerts, cèilidhs and other 
events. Other headline acts 
at this year’s event include 
Gaelic singer Julie Fowlis, 
two previous winners of BBC 
Radio 2 Young Folk Awards, 
Mischa Macpherson and 
Brìghde Chaimbeul, Celtic 
rock group Wolfstone, who 
will perform at Blas for the 
�rst time, award-winning 
folk band Breabach, young 
electronic Celtic fusion group 
Niteworks and the highly-ac-
claimed RURA. And Trail 
West will celebrate 40 years 
since the release of Runrig’s 
ground-breaking Play Gaelic, 
playing the songs from that 
album at two concerts.

Highland bagpipe legend 
the centre of attraction

MacAskill, Kinnaris Quintet, 
and Glen�nnan Cèilidh 
Band.

Calum MacCrimmon, of 
�e Big Music Society, said: 
‘Never before has one �gure’s 
music been more resonant 
and in�uential on the Scottish 
traditional scene than that of 
Pipe Major Donald Macleod.’

Alix Aburn, grand-daugh-
ter of another 20th century 
piping legend, John Burgess 
MBE, and one of the Blas 
Festival’s youth ambassadors 
celebrating the Year of Young 
People, said: ‘Although he 
died in 1982, young pipers 

PM Donald Macleod.

YES YOU CAN!
At Slimming World we’re full of surprises
Breakfast: Half a cantaloupe melon piled high with fresh strawberries followed by 

28g Bitesize Shredded Wheat served with 250ml semi-skimmed milk.

Lunch: A selection of salad leaves mixed with plenty of chopped peppers, 
cucumber and spring onion, topped with sliced vine tomatoes, 42g 
cubed feta cheese and half dozen olives. 

Dinner: Quorn spaghetti bolognaise (Slimming World recipe) plus a large bowl of 
chopped fresh fruit topped with lots of fat free natural fromage frais.

Snacks: Fresh fruit of your choice, 1 Walls Solero, 1 fun-size Aero

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Glencruitten Road 
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am,  
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Get Ready, Set, Bake with M&S Foodhall Oban!
Whip up a treat this weekend and celebrate Scottish berries with 
Stuart Mackinnon, Store Manager at Oban’s new M&S Foodhall… 
“The leaves are starting to turn but there are still a few weeks left 
to enjoy seasonal berries at their best and, with cooler months on 
the way, baking in a cosy kitchen is an ideal way to spend an af-
ternoon at the weekend. At our newly opened Foodhall in Oban 
we’re celebrating delicious Scottish strawberries and raspberries, 
which are grown by local farmer, Peter Stirling, in Dunfermline. 
“We’ve got thousands of products in store for customers to 
create their own baked treats, and I wanted to share one of my 
favourite M&S cake recipes, the Elizabeth Sponge Cake – perfect 
for sharing with family and friends, or whipping up as part a 
Macmillan co�ee morning in September.
“This cake is a stunning centrepiece for entertaining and the 
sponge can be made a few days in advance and stored in an air 
tight container, or even frozen. The icing is best made up on the 
day, topped with wonderful fresh berries.” 

Ingredients
For the sponge:
2 lemons
0.5 tsp salt
1.5 tsp baking powder
4 large eggs
225g self-raising �our
225g caster sugar
225g butter

For the buttercream icing and 
coulis:
1 large  punnet of raspberries 
(for decorating)
1 handful  of strawberries (for 
decorating)
3 egg yolks
300g butter
75g caster sugar
30g icing sugar (for the coulis)
300g  raspberries (for the 
coulis)

Method
Preheat oven to 180C and 
grease and line 2 x 20cm cake 
tins
Use an electric mixer to beat 

the butter and sugar until light 
and creamy – add beaten eggs 
gradually while mixing. Then 
fold in the �our, salt and bak-
ing powder. Once combined, 
add the lemon zest and juice
Divide mixture evenly be-
tween the two tins, smooth 
the tops gently and place in 
the oven for 25-30 mins, or 
until golden brown
To make the coulis whizz up 
300g of raspberries and icing 
sugar, until smooth, and pass 
through sieve
Weigh out 180g of the coulis, 
to ensure you have the correct 
amount for the buttercream
In a small bowl, mix together 
the egg yolks and caster sugar 
until well combined.
Transfer to a saucepan over 
medium-low heat, and add 
the raspberry coulis a little at 
a time – stirring all the while 
with a wooden spoon. Keep 
stirring the mixture until it has 
the consistency of a crème 

anglaise (lift the wooden 
spoon out and the mix should 
stick to the back)
Transfer to a large bowl and 
begin add cold butter cubes 
to the still-warm mix, a bit at 
a time, whisking all the while – 
until you have a light, smooth 
buttercream
Once the sponge layers are 
completely cooled, lay the �rst 
cake down on a tray or cake 
stand and top evenly with 
a layer of buttercream, and 
a scattering of raspberries, 
halved, if they are large.
Lay the second cake on top of 
the �rst and begin frosting the 
top and outside of the cake, 
using up the rest of the but-
tercream. Use a palette knife 
if you have one, for a smooth 
�nish.
Finally, top with lots of straw-
berry slices, pointed side up, 
and the rest of the raspberries. 
Complete with dusting of 
icing sugar and enjoy!

Elizabeth Sponge Cake (serves 10)
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Artists from around Lorn 
and out as far as Tiree 
are putting the � nishing 
touches to their best pieces 
and framing them to be 
handed in to the Cadet Hall, 
Tweeddale Street, Oban, for 
the annual art exhibition.

Interest is keen and hopes 
are high for good viewing 
numbers. 

There are several artists 
new to the show and for 
the � rst time the society 
is featured in the Argyll 
Artmap.

Works will include paint-
ings, cards, jewellery, wood 
carvings and craftwork. 
There will be a competition 
on opening day, Friday 
August 31, for the Alba Cup 
in which the public vote for 
their favourite work on the 
subject of 'In the Beginning'.

The exhibition will be 
open 10.30am to 5.30pm 
from Friday August 31 until 
Saturday September 8.

Gaelic writer, singer, actress, broad-
caster and political campaigner 
Dolina Maclennan will celebrate her 
80th birthday with musical friends 
at a concert on Saturday September 
15  during Blas Festival.

Brought up in Marvig, Lewis, 
Dolina was introduced to drama 
and the great Gaelic bards at the 
Nicolson Institute and the rest, as 
they say, is history.

Dolina’s career and musical life 
have so far spanned an incredible 
array of accomplishments. She and 
Robin Gray were the � rst folk singers 
in the Waverley Bar, which is still 
going strong today as the hub of folk 
music in Edinburgh.

Dolina sang for Scottish Ballet 
in the Gaelic production An Clo 
Mòr, which opened in the Citizens’ 
� eatre, Glasgow, before touring 
venues throughout the Highlands 
and Islands in 1970. She was also 
the � rst Gaelic speaker to present 12 
Noon, a Scottish network lunchtime 
programme.

Her � rst TV work was Beagan 
Gàidhlig, the � rst Gaelic teaching 
series and her � rst major writing 
role was for the radio soap Na 
Moireasdanaich – � e Morrisons. 
She appeared in STV soap Machair, 
which ran from 1992 to 1998 and has 
had many more � lm, stage and TV 

Artists prepare  
for new  
exhibition in Oban

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

appearances over the years, includ-
ing the hit comedy series Still Game.

Dolina is best known for her role in 
the ground-breaking 7:84 Scotland 
production � e Cheviot, the Stag 
and the Black, Black Oil which 
changed the face of Scottish theatre 

and politics and toured Scotland and 
beyond in 1973-1974.

Dolina said: ‘As my birthday falls 
on January 1, it is always hard to dis-
tinguish it from the usual Hogmanay 
celebrations and this year was no 
di� erent.

‘I always have a dinner party 
with my best friends at 9 o’clock 
on Hogmanay. � en we wait, with 
everything clean and in its place and 
a bit of silence before the New Year 
and the welcoming of � rst footers.

‘� is year, being special, my daugh-
ter Jane and my friend Christine 
Grant Ross produced a cake with 
an 80 thingy on it. � at’s as far as 
it went for celebrations apart from 
family cards and gi� s. I didn’t feel 
like a big party because of the death, 
a few months before, of a beloved 
nephew. I feel like the Queen, having 
two birthdays.

‘So this is the � rst time in all of 
my 80 years I have been rewarded 
with what I always wished - that my 
birthday was on a normal day like 
September 15. I am hugely honoured 
by the generosity of the Blas Festival 
and look forward to hearing my 
favourite singers and musicians and 
meeting old and new friends.’

Helping Dolina celebrate her 
milestone birthday will be Pàdruig 
Morrison, Christine Primrose, Allan 
MacDonald, Seasaidh Lexy and a 
few others to be announced.

Dolina @ 80 takes places at 
7.30pm at the Woodlands Centre in 
Stornoway. 

� e full programme of events can 
be found at www.blas-festival.com.

Blas Festival will celebrate landmark birthday

Dolina Maclennan.
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Singer sensation, Lisa McHugh, continues her journey to becoming 
the undisputed heroine of Irish country-music as she returns with 
the rousing, toe-tapping summer-single Ya’ll Come. 
The Glaswegian-born entertainer is based in County Fermanagh, 
although frequently swaps the snapping Northern Irish wind 
and rain for sun-soaked Nashville, Tennessee, for performances, 
recording and writing sessions. 
Previous song-writing trips to the States saw Lisa perform with long-
time friends Gene Watson and Larry Gatlin at country music’s global 
capital with stunning performances at the famous Grand Ole Opry. 
Lisa McHugh’s ever-expanding legions of fans are eagerly 
anticipating her next move. After returning from Nashville armed 
with new material and with shows booked throughout the UK and 
Ireland, Lisa’s busy 2018 schedule is crammed with excitement and 
possibilities. 
Lisa will take her Scottish concert tour to Corran Halls, 
Oban on  Thursday 20th Septemeber. 
Tickets can be found on www.ticketline.co.uk 
or  bought directly from the venue.

Win 2 concert tickets!
Lisa McHugh
Scottish Tour 2018 - The Corran Halls, Oban

Singing Sensation Lisa McHugh - Thursday 20th September 
Tickets available from www.ticketline.co.uk and The Corran Halls Oban Box O�  ce

Terms and conditions: You can fill in the answer slip above and hand it in to The Oban Times, Lochavullin Estate, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Or email 
your answer to adverts@obantimes.co.uk. Competition deadline Friday 7th September. Editors Decision is final. No Cash Alternative. The Winner 
will be notified by telephone and email. Tickets should be collected from the Corran Halls Box Office on the night of the event and the winner must 
bring some form of photo ID. Entry data will be deleted/disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate 
to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

One lucky reader will receive two tickets for a night of entertainment with Lisa McHugh.
All you need to do is answer the following question;
In which city was Lisa McHugh born?
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WHAT’S ON
IN OBAN

Thursday 30th August
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church 
Hall. 10am - 11.30am

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre. 2.00pm - 3.30pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY
Friday 31st August

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Let’s Make A Scene #21
The Rock� eld Centre 
8.00pm - 10.30pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Sandra MacBeth & Lorna 
Thomas. Free entry. Open till 2am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
Saturday 1st September 

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am. 2.00pm - 3.30pm

Oban Health Fair
Atlantis Leisure 
10.30am - 3.30pm. Free Event

Hill Walk
Isle of Skye. All Day

parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9.30am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Torsa. Free entry. Open till 2am

Lismore Gaelic Festival 
Cèlidh
Lismore Village Hall. 7.30pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 
Sunday 2nd September

Hill Walk
Clunes, Spean Bridge . All Day

Afternoon Session @ Markie 
Dans
Gentlemen of Few. 4pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
Monday 3rd September

Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Tuesday 4th September

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am
2.00pm - 3.30pm
Wednesday 5th September 

Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Oban. 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

Preventing Dementia
The Nevis Centre, Fort William
7.30pm - 9.00pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free 
pizza at half time

In partnership with Oban Town 
Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit 
www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.

To list your event, please call  01631 568000
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Bookends Festival’s � rst 
writer in residence describes 
himself as a literary cro� er.

Poet, novelist and feature 
writer Kenneth Steven from 
Seil has had to diversify to 
survive in the literary world 
and this festival he will be 
sharing wit and wisdom 
from his own success story 
so far.

With help from Awards 
For All funding, creative 
writers are being invited to 
send Kenneth their word-
cra�  on the promise of a 
one-to-one feedback session 
with him at the Benderloch 
home of Bookends in the 
Victory Hall on Monday 
September 24.

‘I see myself as an encour-
ager not being a dasher of 
hopes. I have many strings 
to my bow. I’m not bragging, 
it’s simply what I’ve had to 
do to survive,’ said Kenneth, 
who has served stints as 
Aberdeen City Council’s 
writer in residence.

‘I describe myself as a liter-
ary cro� er because I’ve had 
to diversify to survive. I’m 
� rst and foremost a poet but 
you can’t live solely as a poet 
so I’ve also become a novel-
ist, writing for adults and for 
children as well as writing 
features for journals.’

As well as being a poet, 
Kenneth has  written and 
presented numerous poetry 
programmes for BBC radio. 
His picture books for chil-
dren have been translated 
into 16 languages. As a nov-
elist, his newest work 2020 
is unlike anything he has 
written before; a disturbing 
political thriller told from 
the perspective of a plethora 
of narrators.

‘As writer-in-residence at 
Bookends, I’m looking for 
creative writing. A poem, 
a short story, � rst chapter 
of a novel or an article - a 
feature or an interview. � e 

Bookends event 
offers words of 
encouragement

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

one thing I’m not quali� ed 
to give feedback on is 
drama. I wouldn’t want to 
give false hope. Submissions 
need to be sent in advance 
of our one-to-one sessions 
on Monday September 24. I 
want to be able to mull over 
it and have the chance to 
re� ect and give honest and 
useful feedback,’ he said.

‘� e writers need to be 
free on the day. If they are 
not free, they can say that 
in a covering letter and I 
will send them minimal 
feedback.’

Bookends has a special 
hold on Kenneth’s heart, he 
told � e Oban Times: ‘All 
book and literary festivals 

have a slightly di� erent � a-
vour to them. � ey have got 
to have some individuality. 
What I get from Bookends 
is that community is beauti-
fully at the heart of it. It’s a 
celebration of the place and 
the people within it.

‘� ere are too many liter-
ary festivals where authors 
are helicoptered in to do 
their high-pro� le readings 
and then leave with no real 
attempt to encourage or 
invigorate the local commu-
nity. Bookends is di� erent. It 
is about local and I’m going 
to tap into that local talent. 
It could be a schoolchild 
who loves writing just like 
I did when I was 16 and 

desperately wanted to be 
a writer but didn’t get any 
encouragement. I seek to 
be the encourager I needed, 
whether it’s for a 16-year-old 
or  a 60-year-old.’

Submissions should be 
sent to info@kennethsteven.
co.uk

Bookends founder Joy 
Cameron said: ‘One look 
at his CV will tell you how 
fortunate we are to have 
Kenneth doing this � rst 
year of residency. He is a 
thoughtful and supportive 
critic with vast experience. It 
will make a huge di� erence 
to the writers in this part of 
Argyll to have such a capable 
author at hand.’

Kenneth Steven.
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Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

Lagavulin Islay Jazz Festival is an extraordi-
nary and unique event – presenting the best 
music in unusual, atmospheric and inspira-
tional venues.

� e timeless beauty of the Hebridean island 
is the backdrop for the festival which presents 
concerts in distilleries, nature reserves, hotels, 
village halls and the Gaelic college.

For the past 20 years, Islay Jazz Festival has 
been at the heart of the Scottish jazz scene, 
producing countless new music projects and 
special artistic moments and o� ering an 
intense and immersive creative and social 
environment for Scottish musicians and audi-
ences to enjoy.

� e heady fresh air, the aroma of peat 
and whisky and the taste of seafood and 
home-baking create the atmosphere for audi-
ences to appreciate some of the most inspired 
jazz performances in Scotland each year.

� e festival reunites old friends and wel-
comes new ones – bassist Mario Caribe and 
trumpeter Colin Steele are as embedded in 
the DNA of Islay Jazz Festival as whisky is in 
island life. 

� ese giants of the contemporary Scottish 
jazz scene both feature.

All of Scotland’s leading jazz musicians have 
long-standing relationships with the festival, 
which is delighted to welcome back saxophon-
ists Tommy Smith and Martin Kershaw and 
guitarist Graeme Stephen, all of whom will 
be maintaining the cross-generational collab-
orative tradition of the festival by playing in 
new partnerships with great young musicians 
– Fergus McCreadie, Corrie Dick, Stephen 
Henderson and Joe Williamson.

Two red-hot singer/pianists will be coming 
to Islay for the � rst time: Davis Rogan from 
New Orleans and Anthony Strong from 
London, while two compelling saxophonists, 
Soweto Kinch and Tommy Smith, both front 
their own bands.

� e wide stylistic range of the festival is 
demonstrated by citing the inventive vocal 
interpreters of classic and modern standards, 
Alison A�  eck, Georgia Cecile and Luca 
Manning. � e Tenement Jazz Band are making 
their festival debut playing music of the 1920s, 

Islay prepares to 
host jazz festival

while Brass Gumbo are playing funky, soulful 
contemporary New Orleans brass band music 
and AKU!’s hard-hitting contemporary jazz.

Brian Palmer, the Islay-based drummer, who 
has played every year of the festival and fronts 
Islay’s own Islay Jazz Trio will also play.

Visitors can enjoy all of this inspirational 
and creative music, as part of the friendly 
community which immerses itself in the fes-
tival annually while appreciating the virtues 
of Islay.

Sponsor Lagavulin will provide plenty of 
opportunities to sample a taste of its products.

Stuart Todd of Islay Arts Association, festival 
co-promoters, said: ‘� e island welcomes the 
festival’s magical mixture of good spirits and 
good music and art set against the spectacular 
backdrop of Islay.’

Colin Gordon, Lagavulin Distillery manag-
er, added: ‘� e annual event is always one of 
our busiest and best times on Islay, with the 
festival capturing the brand’s personality and 
heritage.’

Alison A�  eck.

DIARDAOIN 23 LUNASTAL
THURSDAY 23 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05     Sùgh an Eòrna (rpt)
19.30     Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Highland Midwives: Mnathan-Glùine 
(rpt) 
21.00    Sgeulachd Howard Wilson – Cop Turned 
Killer (rpt)
22.00    The Quay Sessions – Sam Outlaw (rpt)
22.25 Eadar Chluich (rpt) 
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Nochd
23.00  ÙR | NEW: Ameireaga air Film 
23.45 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Aimsir 
(rpt)

DIHAOINE 24 LUNASTAL
FRIDAY 24 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.10    ÙR | NEW: De Nì Mi?  
18.35     Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Prosbaig (rpt)
20.00    Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
21.00 Beloved Wilderness (rpt)
21.55  Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22.00 Hinterland (rpt)
23.30 Nochd (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 25 LUNASTAL
SATURDAY 25 AUGUST 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.00    ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Hibernian v Aberdeen 
20.00    Machair (rpt)
20.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30    Cuimhneachan (rpt)

21.00    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum: Cridhe Tartan 
Highlights 2018
22.00 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
22.05 The Quay Sessions – The Little Kicks (rpt)
22.25 ÙR/NEW: Nochd
22.55 Scottish Premiership – Hibernian v 
Aberdeen (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 26 LUNASTAL
SUNDAY 26 AUGUST
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30    ÙR | NEW:   Seachd La – News Review
19.30 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Highland Midwives : Mnathan-Glùine 
(rpt)
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21.45 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Èideadh 
(rpt)
21.55 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – Wilko 
Johnson (rpt)
22.30 Hinterland (rpt)

DILUAIN 27 AUGUST
MONDAY 27 AUGUST 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.55 An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.15 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt) 
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
21.00 Bannan (rpt)
21.30 ÙR | NEW:  Trusadh – An Seillean
22.30 Sulaisgeir: an t-Sealg (rpt)
23.30 Nochd (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 28 AUGUST
TUESDAY 28 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.05   Sùgh an Eòrna (rpt)  
19.30    Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Cuimhneachan (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt) 
21.45    Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Èideadh 
(rpt)
22.00  Trusadh – An Seillean (rpt)
23.00 Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 29 LUNASTAL
WEDNESDAY 29 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.30   Beul Chainnt (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Kerry ’s Kirsty: Rothan gu Robhanais (rpt)
21.00    Sulaisgeir: na Sealgairean (rpt)
22.00 Bannan (rpt)
22.30 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live 
23.00 Sgeulachd Howard Wilson – Cop Turned 
Killer (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 30 LUNASTAL
THURSDAY 30 AUGUST
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Pìobairean Bhoirnis (rpt)
19.15     An Là – News
19.25 ÙR | NEW:   FIFA Women’s World Cup 
Quali� er – Scotland v Switzerland      

21.45    Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – Main 
Street Blues (rpt)
22.05    The Quay Sessions – The Little Kicks (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW:   Nochd
23.00  ÙR | NEW:   Ameireaga air Film 
23.45 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Èideadh 
(rpt)
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Yo u r  l o c a l  r a d i o  l i s t i n g s

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 
08.10 Breakfast Show, 9.00 
Monday Morning  with  Ste-
phen, 11.00 Ian Simmonds  
on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 
19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling 
with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 
John McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 
David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday 
Morning, 13.00 Macky on 
FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise 
- Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 
Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug 
Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort 
Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 
17.00 Drivetime with Camp-

bell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 
Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 
Molly Black, 13.00 Molly’s 
Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with 
Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  
with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 
Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christines 
Collection, 20.00 Christine’s 
CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22.00  Margo Till  
Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 17.30  
Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 

20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    
Saturday Morning, 12.00 
Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat 
Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday 
Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream 
Team, 19.00 Sounds Scottish 
with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till 
Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday 
Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 
Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 
Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s 
Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 
New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & 
Bass - Graham Scott, 23.00 
Station Close Down

New work by renowned 
Scottish animal artist Ruth 
Slater will go on show at 
Tighnabruaich Gallery on 
Saturday September 8.

� e exhibition is inspired by 
Ruth’s knowledge of animal 
movements and behaviours 
and her quest to translate this 
into art work which captures 
the essence of her subject 
matter.

Ruth is a dynamic, Scottish 
animal artist creating unique 
work in various media from 
her purpose-built studio on 
Bute’s west coast.

Ruth’s art captures the gor-
geous nature of the creatures 
she is so fascinated by. She 
lives and works on Bute with 
her husband and two young 
children along with a collec-
tion of animals.

Ruth trained at Edinburgh 
College of Art and graduated 
with an honours degree in 
sculpture in 1997.  She also 
trained and worked as a 
secondary school art teacher 
until 2015.

In 2017, Tighnabruaich 
Gallery invited Ruth to create 
work exploring her subject 
matter, materials and meth-
ods. � e Very Essence is the 
visually stunning outcome of 
that year’s work.

Ruth said: ‘Drawing animals 
and representing their form 
is something which brings 
me enormous pleasure. I 
like to watch the animals in 
their natural state, gaining 
knowledge of their movement 
and behaviour. � is, in turn, 
informs my representation of 
them as I aim to capture their 
essence. I start by using a 
handbound sketchbook, play-
ing with mixed media, colour 
and texture. � e sketchbook 
allows me to plan � nal art-
works without pressure. My 
techniques include the use 
of arti� cial hair and acrylic 
inks to capture the texture of 
the animals and birds. � is 
allows for a spontaneous, 
and sometimes, unexpected 
result.’

Exhibition features animal art

Ruth Slater’s bird montage.

Live Music  •  Beer Specials  •  Incredible Golf  •  Luxurious Accommodation

2018

MACHTOBERFESTMACHTOBERFESTMACHTOBERFEST

2-night stay for TWO 
in the Luxurious 

Ugadale Hotel & Cottages 
FROM JUST £159 PP*

• Daily cooked breakfasts

• £40† food & drink voucher for any 
of our pubs or restaurants! (£80† 
voucher in Cottages)

• Unlimited Golf at Machrihanish Dunes

• Discounted Golf at Machrihanish GC

*Hotel and golf rounds subject to availability. Includes VAT and £3 nightly resort fee. Price shown 
is per person for four people in a Ugadale Cottage, rates will be slightly higher for stays in The 
Ugadale and Royal Hotel. Rates vary based on room type and are valid 1 October - 31 October, 
2018.  †Vouchers are non-transferable, have no cash value, and must be used during your stay.

TO BOOK YOUR STAY, CALL 01586 810019.
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Overhaul (6)

4 Stain (6)

9 Freedom (7)

10 Flock (5)

11 Unlawful firing? (5)

12 Cavity of the ear (7)

13 Suitable (11)

18 Molded, as metal (3-4)

20 Virtual (5)

22 Deep bodied fish (5)

23 Combine with O2 (7)

24 Lengthen (6)

25 An excessive accumulation of fluid in the 
body (6)

Down

1 Put more bullets in (6)

2 Karma (5)

3 Sailor (7)

5 Colour and shrub of the olive family (5)

6 One who has two siblings of the same age! 
(7)

7 The best of times (6)

8 Counterpoint rhythm (11)

14 Stop from doing (7)

15 Ask (7)

16 May be on the food menu (6)

17 Entertainment building (6)

19 Management of a business (5)

21 Tolerate (5)

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times 
Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

On Friday September 14, the 
Gaelic music world will have 
a brilliant new CD - and 11 
new songs - to listen to.

I have been lucky enough 
to get a sneak preview 
of Freumhan Falaichte 
(Hidden Roots), Gillebrìde 
Macmillan’s third studio 
album, comprised entirely of 
his own material.

Produced by Mhairi Hall 
and featuring a strong line-up 
of musicians, I can highly 
recommend this album.

I have known Gillebrìde for 
a number of years. He was one 
of my lecturers at Glasgow 
University when I studied 
Gaelic as an elective part of 
my degree and I have sung at 
countless cèilidhs with him 
over the years.

At one such cèilidh, 
Gillebrìde was singing just 
before me and, when he 
� nished singing, the fear-an-
taighe took the stage and said: 
‘Well, ladies and gentlemen, 
that great performance from 
Gillebrìde was unbeatable 
and impossible to follow but, 
nevertheless, we now have 
Robert Robertson!’

I enjoyed Gillebrìde’s sing-
ing for years before meeting 
him - back when Mary Ann 
Kennedy’s Na Seòid released 

Gillebrìde Macmillan is due to release a fantastic self-
penned album next month.

their album on which 
Gillebrìde sang A’ Pheigi A’ 
Ghràidh. At any cèilidh he 
sings at, he will still be re-
quested to sing this song due 
to the brilliant job he makes 
of it.

His � rst two solo albums, 
Air Forladh (On Leave) and 
� ogainn Ort Fonn (I’d Sing 
You a Song), are packed with 
similar songs from the Uist 

tradition interpreted in his 
own contemporary style. � is 
new album is a step in a dif-
ferent direction given that all 
the songs are self-penned and 
he has proven, I believe, to be 
an excellent songwriter, add-
ing himself to the tradition 
of Uist bàrds he previously 
championed in song.

� ere is huge variety 
between the songs. � e � rst 

track, Baile nam Bàrd, on 
which he duets with Julie 
Fowlis, is endearingly catchy 
and upbeat. Yet there are far 
darker moments in tracks 
such as Feum thu ràdh 
a-rithist and moments of 
great beauty in tracks like my 
favourite, A Chailinn Donn, 
on which he is joined by his 
sister Mary.

While we in the Gaelic 
world know Gillebrìde well, it 
is worth mentioning he has a 
signi� cant fan base all round 
the world due, in part, to his 
performance on the television 
series Outlander where he 
appeared as Gwyllyn the 
Bard regaling those in Castle 
Leoch with traditional Gaelic 
songs and tales.

It is therefore � tting the 
foreword for this album was 
written by the author of the 
series, Diana Gabaldon, and I 
end my review with her words 
with which I heartily agree: 
‘While warriors may rise and 
fall, the need of a good bard is 
with us still. And we are priv-
ileged indeed to have the mu-
sic of Gillebrìde Macmillan 
- one of the modern world’s 
great bards, whose music 
reminds us so brilliantly of 
the world around us and the 
world within.’

Fèis An Fhoghair
Lismore Gaelic 

Festival
31.08.18 - 01.09.18

Workshops
Cèilidh

Lismore Hall 7.30pm

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID
Registered Charity SC013211

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
SATURDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2018

TABLES £25/CHARITY £18
BOOKING FORMS FROM JEAN

01631 566406 or info@argyllanimalaid.org.uk
CORRAN HALLS, OBAN 11am - 3pm

SVTEC Farming 
Yesteryear

and Vintage Rally
Sunday 9th September, 2018

at Scone Parklands, PERTH
Gates open at 8.00am

Adults £12, Concessionaries
and Children £6

Scottish Reg Charity No SC040667
www.svtec.org
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23 Combine with O2 (7)

24 Lengthen (6)

25 An excessive accumulation of fluid in the 
body (6)

Down

1 Put more bullets in (6)

2 Karma (5)

3 Sailor (7)

5 Colour and shrub of the olive family (5)

6 One who has two siblings of the same age! 
(7)

7 The best of times (6)

8 Counterpoint rhythm (11)

14 Stop from doing (7)

15 Ask (7)

16 May be on the food menu (6)

17 Entertainment building (6)

19 Management of a business (5)
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FARMING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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Around the markets
Dalmally – At United Auctions’ 
second sale of 3,415 lambs and 
sheep on Saturday August 25 
trade maintained last year’s values 
when the lambs averaged £46.22 
per head or 164.94 pence per kilo 
against £46.50 per head or 163.79 
pence per kilo last year. A good 
show of lambs were on o� er to a 
good following of buyers.
Principal lots and prices:
Lambs:
SUFFx: £61.50 – Clachan Farms, 
Kilninver: £58.00 – Kiloran 
Farmers, Colonsay.
TEXx: £72.50 – Stone� eld Farms: 
£68.00 – Keilbe : £68.00 – Ormsary 
Farmer : £64.00 – 6 Leanish, Barra: 
£63.50 – Tullochcan: £62.50 – 
Barguillean: £62.00 – Brackley 
Parks: £61.50 – Barguillean: 
£61.50 – South Chesthill: 
£60.50 – Stone� eld Farms: £60.00 – 
Machrins Farm: £60.00 – Ormsary 
Farmers.
CHEV: £61.50 and £58.00 – 83 
Borve, Barra.
CROSS: £55.00 – 122 Craigstone, 
Barra.
MULE: £65.50 – Ormsary 
Farmers: £62.00 – Stone� eld 
Farms.
BF: £46.00 – Littleport: £43.50 – 
Keilator: £40.50 – Blarmafoldach.
Top prices per kilo:
Lambs:
SUFFx: 184p – Kiloran Farmers: 
182p – Ardsheal Farm: 180p – 
Blarmafoldach: 178p – 6 Leanish, 
Blarmafoldach and Clachan 
Farms, Kilninver.
TEXx: 232p – Barguillean: 212p 
and 196p – Tullochcan: 193p – 
Boorach Beg: 189p – Tullochcan: 
186p – Ederline Estate: 185p – 
Stone� eld Farms: 181p – Machrins 
Farm: 180p – Garvachy.
CHEV: 189p – 83 Borve, Barra: 
187p – Machrins Farm: 185p 
– Strathoich.
CROSS: 196p – Tullochcan.
MULE: 196p – Tullochcan.
BF: 187p – Glenoe Farms: 
155p – Littleport: 152p – Keilator: 
151p – Garrogie Estates.

Islay – United Auctions held its 
opening sale of 2,215 lambs and 
sheep at Islay Auction Mart on 
Friday August 24.
Consignors opted to hold on to 
the longer keeping type lambs 
resulting in the o� ering of lambs 
averaging 37.2 kilos against 35.4 
kilos last year. Sale average was 
£60.72 per head or 163 pence per 
kilo against £57.45 or 162.1 pence 
per kilo last year. A good o� ering 
of quality bred lambs were on 
o� er and sold to a strong force 
of mainland buyers. Octofad led 
the prices per head at £85 whilst 
Blackrock sold their consignment 
to 216 pence per kilo.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Lambs:

SUFFx: £83.50 – Octofad: £82.00 
– Ardbeg: £79.50 – Daill Cottage: 
£77.00 – Bola Na Traigh: £75.50 
– Octofad and Starchmill: £74.50 – 
Bola Na Traigh: £74.00 – Octofad: 
£72.50 – Ballachlaven: £72.00 
– Claggan: £70.50 – Smaladh and 
Ardbeg: £70.00 – Duich.
TEXx: £85.00 – Octofad: £84.00 
– Ardbeg: £82.50 – Blackrock: 
£80.50 – Leorin: £78.50 – 
Blackrock: £78.00 – Starchmill: 
£73.50 – Blackrock.
BFL: £73.50 – Blackrock.
CHEV: £62.00 and £60.50 – Duich.
CROSS: £51.00 – Glenegedale 
Lotts.
MULE: £80.00 – Bola Na Traigh: 
£62.50 – Ardnave.
BF: £45.50 and £39.00 – RSPB 
Oransay.
Ewes:
MULE: £58.50 – Octofad: £48.50 
– Tallant.
Top prices per kilo:
SUFFx: 185p – Smaladh: 179p 
– Sanaigmore: 179p – Ardtalla 
Estate: 173p – Octofad and Bola 
Na Traigh: 172p – Smaladh: 169p – 
Ballachlaven, Starchmill and Daill 
Cottage: 168p – Glenegedale Lotts: 
167p – Octofad, Islay Estates and 
Bola Na Traigh: 166p – Claggan 
and Octofad: 165p – Octofad and 
Smaladh.
BFL: 193p – Blackrock.
TEXx: 216p, 214p, 212p and 
194p – Blackrock: 178p – Leorin: 
170p – Starchmill and Ardtalla 
Estate: 167p – Blackrock: 165p – 
Daill Cottage.
CHEV: 156p and 153p – Foreland 
No2: 153p – Duich.
CROSS: 147p – Glenegedale Lotts.
MULE: 154p – Carrabus Farm: 
153p – Ardnave: 152p – Foreland 
No2: 151p – Ardnave: 150p 
– Carrabus.
BF: 134p – RSPB Oransay.
United Auctions held its annual 
show and sale of suckled calves 
at Islay Auction Mart. A good 
o� ering of quality calves were on 
o� er which were lighter on the 
year. � e show was judged by Mr  
Iain Maxwell, Halket Leathes, 
Castle Douglas and his awards 
were as follows:
Bullock calf: 1  Kilchiaran; 2 
Ardbeg; 3 Claggan. Heifer calf: 1 
Ardbeg; 2 Kilchiaran.
Champion calf: Kilchiaran 
(Bullock). Reserve Champion: 
Ardbeg (Heifer). Bullock calves 
sold to a top of £1,230 from 
Kilchiaran and averaged £958 per 
head or 254 pence per kilo whilst 
Heifers sold to a top £1,110 from 
Ardbeg and levelled out at £795 per 
head or 223 pence per kilo.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks:
AAx: £955(2) – Ballimartin
CHARx: £955 – Blackrock.
LIMx: £1230 – Kilchiaran : 
£1155(4) and £1145(3) – Ardbeg: 

£1130(4) – Kilchiaran: £1125 – 
Ardbeg : £1115 – Tallant: £1105(2) 
– Blackrock: £1105 – Ballimartin: 
£1085(2) – Kilchiaran: £1085(6) 
– Ardbeg: £1055 – Claggan(5) and 
Kilchiaran : £1045 – Lossit: £1035 
– Ardbeg(4) &amp; Claggan(2): 
£1025(3) – Claggan: £1015 – 
Ballimartin(2) and Ardbeg(2) : 
£1000 – Ardtalla Estate.
Heifers.
CHARx: £965 – Ballimartin - £900 
– Tallant.
LIMx: £1110 – Ardbeg: £1025 and 
£975(3) – Kilchiaran: £965(3) – 
Ballimartin: £955 – Kilchiaran: 
£925 – Claggan.
Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks:
AAx: 243p(4) – Tallant: 238p(2) 
– Ballimartin.
CHARx: 301p(2) – Tallant: 254p 
– Blackrock.
LIMx: 308p and 296p(2) – 
Claggan: 293p(6) – Ardbeg: 
287p – Claggan: 284p – Lossit and 
Claggan(3): 283p – Kilchiaran(4) 
and Claggan: 281p – Ardbeg(3) 
and Kilchiaran: 276p – Kilchiaran: 
273p – Tallant and Blackrock(3): 
271p(2) – Ardbeg: 265p(2) – 
Kilchiaran: 263p – Lossit: 261p(7) 
&amp; 258p – Ardbeg: 253p(2) and 
251p(2) – Blackrock.
Heifers.
CHARx: 265p – Tallant: 260p(2) 
– Blackrock.
LIMx: 268p – Ardbeg: 256p(3) 
– Blackrock: 249p – Lossit 
and Ballimartin(3): 242p(3) 
– Kilchiaran.

Oban – United Auctions held its 
second sale of 3,199 lambs and 
sheep at Oban Livestock Centre. 
Despite a very strong ringside of 
buyers being in attendance and a 
good show of quality bred lambs 
on o� er, the sale average dropped 
£1.35 per head to level out at 
£49.84.
Lambs in general are lighter on 
the year.
Principal lots and prices.
Lambs: £62.50 – Tyree (D 
MacDonald Jnr): £62.50 – 
Dunmor: £61.00 – Glenstrae: 
£61.00 – 56 Tangasdale, Barra: 
£61.00 – Ardencaple Farm.
TEXx: £69.00 – Baligarve: £64.50 
– Balnagown: £62.50 – Iochdar: 
£62.00 – 56 Tangasdale, Barra: 
£62.00 – Baligarve: £61.50 – 
Kengharair: £61.50 – Shenavallie: 
£60.50 – 3 Balevullin: £60.00 
– Balnagown.
CHEV: £59.50 – Drum� ngal .
MULE: £57.50 – Achuaran: 
£57.50 – Fiart.
BF: £44.00 – 3 Balevullin.
CROSS: £49.00 – Iochdar.
Ewes.
SUFFx: £50.00 – Lettermore
CHEVx: £40.00 – Caddelton 
Farms.
BF: £28.00 – Dunach Estate.

NFUS fi res 
broadside at 
Brexit statement
� e National Farmers’ Union 
of Scotland has blasted the 
technical notices released by 
the UK Government detail-
ing the preparations in place 
for the possibility of a no deal 
Brexit.

NFUS Andrew McCornick 
said: ‘� e announcement has 
not told farmers or cro� ers 
anything new and has only 
le�  us with the same ques-
tions as we had before.

‘� e government needs to 
start giving details of what 
life is going to be like on the 
other side of Brexit. We real-
ise that governments cannot 
make commitments beyond 
their lifetime, but without 
con� dence about the future 
of farm payments beyond 
2022, Scottish farm and cro�  
businesses have no clear steer 
on how they should prepare 
beyond this time – particu-
larly if, in the wake of a no 

deal Brexit, trade � ows are 
signi� cantly disrupted.

‘� ere is still not enough 
clarity in regards to what farm 
support the UK Government 
is planning on continuing 
up to 2022. NFU Scotland 
has repeatedly asked the UK 
Government to de� ne which 
schemes under Pillar 1 and 2 

will be funded up to 2022 but 
continues to get no answer.

‘� is is particularly con-
cerning in terms of Pillar 2 
schemes. Pillar 2 support cov-
ers multi-annual agreements 
such as Agri-Environment 
Climate Schemes, the Beef 
E�  ciency Scheme and ad-
visory support via the Farm 
Advisory Service. Pillar 2 
also encompasses lifeline 
payments such as the Less 
Favoured Area Support 
Scheme. Although time is 
running out for negotiations 
to produce the best possible 
outcome, it is the union’s 
opinion that the Chequers 
agreement, which would 
uphold the principles of 
free and unfettered trade in 
agri-foods between the UK 
and EU, is far better than a 
no-deal Brexit, which would 
be hugely destabilising for the 
farming industry.’

Andrew McCornick.

National Advice Hub  
T: 0300 323 0161   
E: advice@fas.scot   
W: www.fas.scot

368617AD2.8.2018

Booking is essential for catering purposes. 
Please book your place by contacting SAC Campbeltown 
on 01586 552502, alternatively you can book  
on the FAS website, www.fas.scot

@FASScot

Are You Ready 
For Winter? 

Date  Thursday 6th September 2018 
Time   11am – 3pm
Venue  Ormsary Estate, Lochgilphead,  

Argyll, PA31 8PE
Winter feed this year will be scarce – we will look at how you 
prepare, optimising winter forage and grazing availability.  
We are also going to look at updated methods of livestock 
handling and making better use of EID as a tool to aid stock 
management.
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 01866 833263

BMW F25X3 XDRIVE 20DSE
May 2012, 1 owner, 
immaculate 
condition, fully 
serviced, tow bar, 
51,000 miles, MOT 
May 2019

£12,500.00

Tel 01748 811287

2010 BAILEY OLYMPUS 534
Single axle caravan, 4 berth with � xed 
double bed, end shower room, cooker, fridge, 
microwave, heating.
PowerTouch Movers, full AL-KO locking wheel 
and anti-skid hitch, 3/4 Dorema awning, 
Porch awning.
1 owner from new, lightly used in VGC.
On site at Leachive Caravan Park, Tayvallich

£8,300

Tel 01546 510595, Mobile 07539 213117

June 2012,  5 door 1.9 diesel 
4WD, Mileage 47000
Serviced & MOT June 2019,  
new brakes.
Timing belt replaced 2017.
Good condition & economical 
to run.

£8,250ono

SUZUKI GRAND VITARA SZ-T DDIS

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
Will collect. 

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 
caravans and statics, instant decision, 

same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, including commercial vans, 
trucks, cars, motorhomes, caravans, 

touring caravans, any condition.

01631 760337

CLASSIC SAILING BOAT
Lune Longboat,
Everything is
ready for 
launching, 17ft 
Includes trailer
 & engine
£4,000

Tel 01838300373 mob 07505232102

2016 LUNAR VENUS 460/ 2.
2 berth caravan, End washroom, toilet and shower 

cubicle. Cooker, fridge, microwave, electric heating or 
gas or a combination of either. All accessories included. 
Powrtouch motor mover. unladen weight 1020 kg, Max 

loaded weight  1175 Kg. Lunar warranty till 1st March 
2022. Full service record, next service March 2019.

VGC. £9,250.

Contact David on
01389 742109 or 07749127893

2013 TOYOTA HILUX HL2 4X4
2.5l, 
54,500mls, 
excellent 
condition, 
full service 
history
£11,000NO VAT

Tel 07598 712565 or 07818 874449

MASSEY FERGUSON 165, 1974
Good tractor with 
Ferguson loader, 
fully restored, great 
running tractor, will 
not disappoint, ideal 
winter work
£4950 NO VAT

Tel 07818 874449 or 07598 712565

MASSEY FERGUSON 35X 1963
Very good 
condition all 
round, new tyres, 
good brakes, 
hydraulics and 
engine
£4,500 NO VAT

Tel 01688 400256

ORKNEY PILOT HOUSE 20 2002

2 BERTH BOAT . 80HP YAMAHA & AUXILLARY 6HP. EAGLE PLOTTER/ 
SOUNDER & VHF. KITCHENETTE. SEA TOILET. TWO ANCHORS,

FENDERS & LAUNCHING TRAILER INCLUDED

£15,000
Tel: 01567 830363/07771 930975

ELDDIS GULF STREAM EX300
2 berth, in as new 
condition - hardly used, 
end kitchen, Clubman 
style full cooker and 
fridge, awning included

£2,475ONO
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BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY

MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 
(7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. All fuel consumption and emission values are based on a standard Isuzu D-Max. These will di�er on the Arctic Trucks version. For full details please contact your local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

*3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

THE NEW ISUZU D-MAX ARCTIC TRUCKS AT35

IT JUST WORKS
EVERYWHERE

13242 Isuzu Arctic Trucks AT35 - Posters_2.indd   1 02/05/2018   11:28

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect 
real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). 
Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk
†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu Utah Double Cab Commercial Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, excluding special paint finish. 
Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be returned in a good condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, 
Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o£ers or with BASC or NFU member discounts. Available 
until 30th September 2018. Finance options available at participating dealers only, subject to status. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever comes first) 
warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. ^Leather and other materials. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu
01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

19378 Isuzu Q3 Utah BCH Dealer FP_AW.indd   1 20/06/2018   10:36

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY

MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 
(7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. All fuel consumption and emission values are based on a standard Isuzu D-Max. These will di�er on the Arctic Trucks version. For full details please contact your local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

*3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

THE NEW ISUZU D-MAX ARCTIC TRUCKS AT35

IT JUST WORKS
EVERYWHERE

13242 Isuzu Arctic Trucks AT35 - Posters_2.indd   1 02/05/2018   11:28

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

S&S SERVICES
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP
S & S Services  01292 844296  
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£31,500.00 £3,130.50 £1,000.00 £27,369.50 £10.00 £446.00 £11,336.00 £36,874.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£33,010.00 £3,348.50 £1,000.00 £28,661.50 £10.00 £451.00 £12,757.00 £38,753.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement

Representative 
APR

Interest
Rate (Fixed)

£28,510.00 £2,815.00 £1,000.00 £24,695.00 £10.00 £363.00 £12,403.00 £33,642.00 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer is a credit broker and not a lender. 

THE AWARD WINNING 
SUBARU SUV RANGE.
A SAFE BET EVERY TIME.

Credit available subject to status to UK residents aged 18+. Representative Example and other finance examples based upon annual mileage of 6000 miles. With Subaru Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return vehicle and 
not pay Optional Final Payment. If vehicle exceeds maximum agreed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In these examples, 10.5p+VAT per excess mile up to 4999, or for excess mileage of 5000+ a charge of 21.0p+VAT will apply to each excess mile above maximum 
agreed mileage. If vehicle is in good condition (fair wear & tear accepted) and has not exceeded maximum agreed mileage you will have nothing further to pay. (2) Pay the Optional Final Repayment to own vehicle. (3) Part exchange vehicle subject to settlement of your existing 
finance agreement; new finance agreements subject to status. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Not available in conjunction with any other offers. Participating dealers only. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided 
by International Motors Finance Limited, registered office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive 
commission or other benefits for introducing you to these lenders. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.09.18. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited 
Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicles shown are a Forester 
2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish. OTR price incl. VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 
months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation.

Vehicles shown are a Forester 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, 
Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium 

Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish.

Subaru Forester

Ride & Handling
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Subaru Forester

Safety Features
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Best Family Car

Subaru Outback
Silver Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Practicality & Boot Space

Subaru Outback
Silver Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

19418 Subaru SUV Range Full Page PCP_AW.indd   1 24/07/2018   11:21

DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP
S & S Services  01292 844296  
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£31,500.00 £3,130.50 £1,000.00 £27,369.50 £10.00 £446.00 £11,336.00 £36,874.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£33,010.00 £3,348.50 £1,000.00 £28,661.50 £10.00 £451.00 £12,757.00 £38,753.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement

Representative 
APR

Interest
Rate (Fixed)

£28,510.00 £2,815.00 £1,000.00 £24,695.00 £10.00 £363.00 £12,403.00 £33,642.00 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer is a credit broker and not a lender. 

THE AWARD WINNING 
SUBARU SUV RANGE.
A SAFE BET EVERY TIME.

Credit available subject to status to UK residents aged 18+. Representative Example and other finance examples based upon annual mileage of 6000 miles. With Subaru Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return vehicle and 
not pay Optional Final Payment. If vehicle exceeds maximum agreed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In these examples, 10.5p+VAT per excess mile up to 4999, or for excess mileage of 5000+ a charge of 21.0p+VAT will apply to each excess mile above maximum 
agreed mileage. If vehicle is in good condition (fair wear & tear accepted) and has not exceeded maximum agreed mileage you will have nothing further to pay. (2) Pay the Optional Final Repayment to own vehicle. (3) Part exchange vehicle subject to settlement of your existing 
finance agreement; new finance agreements subject to status. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Not available in conjunction with any other offers. Participating dealers only. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided 
by International Motors Finance Limited, registered office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive 
commission or other benefits for introducing you to these lenders. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.09.18. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited 
Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicles shown are a Forester 
2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish. OTR price incl. VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 
months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation.

Vehicles shown are a Forester 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, 
Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium 

Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish.

Subaru Forester

Ride & Handling
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Subaru Forester

Safety Features
Gold Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Best Family Car

Subaru Outback
Silver Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

Practicality & Boot Space

Subaru Outback
Silver Winner 

2017 New Car Survey

19418 Subaru SUV Range Full Page PCP_AW.indd   1 24/07/2018   11:21

DISCOVER MORE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALERSHIP
S & S Services  01292 844296  
www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£31,500.00 £3,130.50 £1,000.00 £27,369.50 £10.00 £446.00 £11,336.00 £36,874.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement APR Interest

Rate (Fixed)
£33,010.00 £3,348.50 £1,000.00 £28,661.50 £10.00 £451.00 £12,757.00 £38,753.50 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

OTR
Cash Price

Customer 
Deposit

Subaru Deposit 
Contribution

Total Amount 
of Credit

Purchase Fee
(included in optional 
final payment)

48 Monthly 
Payments

Optional 
Final Payment

Total Amount 
Payable

Duration of 
Agreement

Representative 
APR

Interest
Rate (Fixed)

£28,510.00 £2,815.00 £1,000.00 £24,695.00 £10.00 £363.00 £12,403.00 £33,642.00 49 Months 6.9% APR 6.68%

S & S Services, trading as W B Spicer, W J Spicer & D Spicer is a credit broker and not a lender. 

THE AWARD WINNING 
SUBARU SUV RANGE.
A SAFE BET EVERY TIME.

Credit available subject to status to UK residents aged 18+. Representative Example and other finance examples based upon annual mileage of 6000 miles. With Subaru Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) return vehicle and 
not pay Optional Final Payment. If vehicle exceeds maximum agreed mileage a charge per excess mile will apply. In these examples, 10.5p+VAT per excess mile up to 4999, or for excess mileage of 5000+ a charge of 21.0p+VAT will apply to each excess mile above maximum 
agreed mileage. If vehicle is in good condition (fair wear & tear accepted) and has not exceeded maximum agreed mileage you will have nothing further to pay. (2) Pay the Optional Final Repayment to own vehicle. (3) Part exchange vehicle subject to settlement of your existing 
finance agreement; new finance agreements subject to status. Excludes fleet and BASC and NFU Members Affinity Scheme sales. Not available in conjunction with any other offers. Participating dealers only. This credit offer is only available through Subaru Finance provided 
by International Motors Finance Limited, registered office at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of lenders who may be able to provide funding for your vehicle. We may receive 
commission or other benefits for introducing you to these lenders. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 30.09.18. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited 
Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicles shown are a Forester 
2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish. OTR price incl. VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 
months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Please consult your local Subaru dealer for exact quotation.

Vehicles shown are a Forester 2.0i XE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £32,050, 
Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £33,560 and an XV 2.0i SE Premium 

Lineartronic OTR price of £29,060, all prices include optional special paint finish.
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ORDER YOUR NEW SUBARU 68 PLATE NOW!

BEAT THE PRICE INCREASE - ORDER YOUR NEW ISUZU 68 PLATE NOW
S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Home Energy Officer
£22,433 - £24,617 per annum pro rata 
plus 8% employer pension contribution
Part-time 28 hours per week Argyll and Bute

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a self-motivated individual to 
work within the Home Energy Scotland Highlands and Islands team to 
provide specialist energy advice to householders, often in their home.
We are looking for a home energy officer with the drive and capability to 
advise householders on energy efficiency, renewables and affordable 
warmth; and to represent and promote Home Energy Scotland. 
You will provide clear, independent and impartial advice to support 
householders to make informed decisions. You will have a good 
knowledge of home energy and be highly organised with excellent 
communication skills and experienced in delivering quality customer 
service and advice. You will be required to travel, sometimes involving 
overnight stays, and must be able to work well within the team, as well 
as work effectively on your own. You must be able to deliver to contract 
targets within set timescales.
If you are passionate about sustainable home energy, we are keen to 
hear from you. Full training will be given.
We offer an attractive staff benefits package, excellent pension and 
employee benefits which include 26 days paid holiday plus 9 bank 
holidays per year.
To apply, please download the application form from www.changeworks.
org.uk, email recruitment@changeworks.org.uk or contact reception 
on 0131 555 4010 to request an application pack quoting the reference 
HEO (Argyll and Bute).

Closing date for applications: 11am, Monday 3 September 2018.

Interviews: Thursday 6 September 2018 in Inveraray, Argyll and Bute.

For further information about this post please contact Alison Craig on 
07554 456911.

Funded by the Scottish Government, Changeworks delivers the 
Home Energy Scotland advice centre in the Highlands and Islands 
on behalf of Energy Saving Trust.
Changeworks – inspiring change for people and the environment.

The Northern Lighthouse Board - www.nlb.org.uk - is the General Lighthouse 
Authority for Scotland and the Isle of Man, established by statute to provide, 
maintain and inspect marine aids to navigation throughout its waters.

MARINE OPERATIONS ASSISTANT
Based at the Commissioners’ facilities in Gallanach Road and Reporting to the 
Marine Operations Manager, the successful candidate will carry out administrative 
support to the Marine Operations Manager and Technical Superintendent. 
The post holder will be required to work a Monday to Thursday from 
0800 hours to 1635 hours and Friday 0800 hours to 1540 hours.

The successful candidate will be competent in the use of Microsoft Excel and 
Microsoft and have excellent planning and organising skills. In addition, the 
successful candidate must be have good oral and written communication skills. 
Previous experience in an administration role is also essential.

Salary range is from £23,208 rising to £25,524, depending on performance. 
Additional benefits include generous leave arrangements, career average 
occupational pension scheme and corporate gym membership.

For further details and an application pack  please email: jobs@nlb.org.uk

Closing date: 20th September 2018.

The Northern Lighthouse Board is an equal opportunities 
employer and positively encourages applications from all 
suitably qualified people regardless of sex, race or disability.

PMG Services are hiring 
We are looking for a qualified plant engineer 
to cover oUr contracts in Lochgilphead, 
Furnace and Dunoon. The applicant must be 
time served with experience in mobile and 
static plant machinery, a good understanding 
of hydraulic systems and diesel engine work. 
The applicant will also be asked to service and 
maintain marine systems so marine experience 
and a knowledge of marine systems will also 
help. All training will be provided.

This position is for a home based field service 
engineer with a company van, based from the 
Lochgilphead area, the applicant must be self 
motivated and be able to liaise directly with 
customers.

Please send all CVs to 
info@pmg-services.com 

or contact Peter on 07766513585.

BUSINESS MANAGER
FORT WILLIAM

£ NEGOTIABLE + BONUS + COMPANY CAR

Building on the branch’s existing success 
within the electrical supplies sector you will 
steer the

business to deliver a customer service second 
to none and to achieve further growth by 
surpassing

the sales, margin and commercial targets.

To apply, visit our branch: Unit 20 Ben Nevis 
Industrial Estate, Claggan Rd, Fort William 
PH33 6PR

Or via email: Emily.Welch@rexel.co.uk

BUSINESS MANAGER
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North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

We have vacancies for: 

House Keeping staff 
2 Part Time Permanent positions £8.16 per hour.

Part time cook
£11.36 hourly rate.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Relief Bargemaster
This is an opportunity to join the marine team at Glensanda quarry which 
is the largest granite quarry in Europe. Glensanda is a part of Aggregate 
Industries UK LTD who are a leading player in the manufacture and 
supply of construction and building materials in the UK.

The relief Bargemaster role is on a casual as and when required basis and 
attracts a competitive basic hourly rate plus holiday pay, with enhanced 
rates being paid depending on qualifications and role performed. You 
will also be able to become part of our ship berthing team, this pays a 
very competitive fixed rate per ship berthing.

The main role will be to provide relief cover on the company’s 34 metre 
supply barge but you will also have the opportunity to assist with crewing or 
skippering our passenger vessels. Ideally candidates will possess a Master 
500t CoC but consideration will be given to candidates with Boatmaster Tier1 
Level 2 certificates. ASD experience would be beneficial but not essential.

This position will require candidates to possess an ENG1 medical or be 
able to pass one. 

To apply please email a copy of your CV with a covering letter 
to Gregor Hutchison Marine Operations Manager 

email: gregor.hutchison@aggregate.com

Position: Maintenance Technician
Location: Lochgilphead, Dunoon and Oban

We are currently recruiting for 3 mechanical or multi-skilled engineers to 
work as part of our small team based in Argyll & Bute, to ensure that the 
compost plant facilities are maintained to a high standard.
The candidates will be responsible for:
• Ensuring that fault finding, diagnostics and breakdown repairs are 
carried out safely and effectively, working towards reducing plant down-
time and achieving component life expectancy.  
• Providing maintenance cover in support to the operation of the plant. 
• Repairing and maintaining skips, some minor repairs to mobile plant, 
as well as property maintenance/repairs to ensure utmost reliability and 
safety whilst reducing downtime.  

For further information and to apply, 
please visit renewi.livevacancies.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 14 September 2018.

Food from Argyll at the 
Pier, Café and Shop 

located in The Cal Mac Ferry Terminal, Oban
 No 1 on TripAdvisor for Oban, 

(www.foodfromargyllatthepier.com)

We are looking for a 
deputy chef to join our team

We need someone who loves cooking, 
gets on with people, works hard, enjoys 

developing new ideas, is flexible and reliable.

Contact with CV. 

email: johnstont67@yahoo.com or call 
01631 563636 and ask for Tommy

GENERAL MANAGER REQUIRED
Hours: 35 hours Full time.

Salary: £26958

Preferably based in Oban, but there is some 
flexibility with location.

Use of a car is essential.

Contact Julie Fairbrass 01631 569174 or 
Julie.fairbrass@grab.org.uk  for application 

form and job description. CV’s will not be 
accepted without an application form.

Closing date 4pm 7th September 2018

Interviews will take place the week 
starting the 10th September.

Confirming the Significance of Kilmartin Glen’s 
Archaeology 

Project Manager/ Researcher
£30,000 per annum

Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a full time, temporary 
(September 2018 – December 2019) Project Manager/Researcher to 
explore international and national designations for the Glen’s extraor-
dinary archaeological heritage and artefact collections.  This project, 
entitled Confirming the Significance of Kilmartin Glen’s Archaeology, is 
part funded by LEADER and will run from September 2018 to December 
2019. 

Full details of the post and an application pack can be downloaded 
from our website www.kilmartin.org/home/get-involved/vacancies/.  

Closing date: 19th September.  Interviews will be held on 26th 
September.

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.
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PROPOSED LET OF 
PART OF A CROFT

Ishbel Wilson is applying 
to let the tenancy of part 
of Croft 12,13,14,15,&16 
Unachan, Kilmonivaig to 
Ewan Kennedy, 7 Righ 
Crescent, Onich, Fort 
William.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@.gov.scot within 28 
days from the date of the 
advert.

Proposed Let of a Croft 

Ferguson Energy Limited 
are applying to let the 
tenancy of the croft 15 
Kilvaree, Ardchattan 
and Muckairn to Barry 
Ferguson of 8 John 
Anderson House, Shore 
Street, Oban.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@gov.scot within 28 
days from the date of the 
advert.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT 

Fiona Mary Morrice 
Hutchison has registered 
her croft Blarchasgaig, 
in the Parish of Lismore 
and Appin in the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 21st May 
2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5359.

AUTISM 
ARGYLL

AGM
Thursday 13th 

September 2018
10am

Three Villages Hall
Arrochar

All welcome
www.autismargyll.org.uk

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00 - 12.30 
- 13.30 - 16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your 
Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/01719/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access

Land South Of Dems 
Lodge 
Barcaldine Oban 
Argyll And Bute

18/01736/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land To The East Of 
Sallachy 
Aros Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute 
PA72 6JS

18/01402/PP Erection of telecommunications 
equipment compound with 
5 metre high monopole and 
associated works

Land North West Of 
Kengharair Farm 
Dervaig Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute 
PA75 6QR

18/01708/PP Erection of building to facilitate 
agricultural use and micro 
brewery.

7 Keils Croft 
Keils Isle Of Jura 
Argyll

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries 
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Notice of

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 18th Sept 2017 at 7pm.

In CAB office, Dudley Road, Fort William, PH33 6JB.
At this meeting, the Public can apply to  become 
members of the company, and members of the 

company can seek election to the board.
Company Limited by Guarantee No. 128069

Scottish Charity No. SCO 13779

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
BEAR Scotland Limited of Inveralmond 
Road, Perth, PH1 3TW is applying to add 
an operating centre to keep 2 goods vehi-
cles at 74c Glengallon Road, Glenshellach 
Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HG.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be affected should make 
written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send 
a copy of their representations to the appli-
cant at the address given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Thistle Access NDT Ltd, of Albyn House, 
Albyn Drive, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 
7LW is applying for a licence to use Unit 
13b Annat Point Industrial Estate, Corpach, 
Fort William, PH33 NA as an operating 
centre for 3 goods vehicles and 3 trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must 
at the same time send a copy of their rep-
resentations to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A Guide to 
making Representations is available from 
the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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PUBLIC 
NOTICES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF A 1700KW HYDROPOWER SCHEME AT 
LAND 2100M EAST OF MURLAGGAN ACHNACARRY SPEAN BRIDGE  

The Council has received an application from Glen Hydro Development Land 2100M 
East Of Murlaggan Achnacarry Spean Bridge. The application is development falling 
within the Regulations as Environmental Impact Assessment development and 
accordingly is supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report. The 
application reference number is  (18/03860/FUL).
The application and the accompanying Environmental Impact Assessment Report are 
available for public inspection between the hours of 9.30am – 12.30pm & 1.30pm 
– 4.30pm Monday to Friday at the following location: – 
Highland Council Service Point, The Charles Kennedy Building, Achintore Road, Fort 
William, PH33 6RQ.
They can also be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using 
application number  18/03860/FUL)
Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from Mr 
John Heaton, Glen Hydro Development.   TEL: 07887727432 at a cost of £200.00. The 
Non Technical Summary and DVD can be obtained free of charge.
Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.
gov.uk/wam/ or by writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning 
Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline 
for receipt of comments is 30 days from the date of publication of this notice.
The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually 
to points or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. 
Please quote the application reference number in your correspondence.  
Stuart Black 
Director of Development and Infrastructure

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/03899/PIP

18/03874/FUL

18/03949/FUL

18/03705/FUL

18/03860/FUL

18/03945/FUL

18/03887/FUL

Land To South Of
Lonavla, Lochyside

Land To The East Of
The Strath
Glencoe

Land 240M West Of 
Tanglewood
Poulary
Invergarry

Land At Derelochy
Invergarry

Land 2100M East Of 
Murlaggan, Achnacarry
Spean Bridge

Land 20M NE Of 
Ballachulish Visitor Centre
Loan Fern
Ballachulish

Cuiltean
Gairlochy, Spean Bridge

Erection of house

Erection of 2 houses and detached 
garage block (renewal of planning 
permission 15/03100/FUL)

Erection of house and garage 
formation of access, installation of 
treatment plant and ground source 
heat pump (amended access layout 
to 17/05592/FUL)

Erection of dwellinghouse, staff 
accommodation and security cabin

Construction and operation of a 
1700kW hydropower scheme

Arqiva smart metering 12.0m 
streetworks pole and associated 
works 1 No. 1.5m OMNI antenna at 
13.15m,

Part conversion of garage to form 
self-contained residential unit

First Registration of a 
Croft

Allan William MacLean  
has registered his croft 4 
Inchree (Share), Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by May 6, 2019

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5330.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or pro-
vides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other 
codes.
2   The Publisher does not guaran-
tee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right 
to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or 

in person.
5   Cancellation of display 
advertising must be received by 
the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the pub-
lisher reserves the right to invoice 
the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the 
jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court 
as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertise-
ment, as the case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 

adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does 
not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circum-
stances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint 
or omission exceed the amount of 
a full refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection 
with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result 
of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publica-
tion in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of 
£75 must be paid on acceptance 

of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised 
by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from 
the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event 
of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original 
invoice.
12  A request to insert an adver-
tisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media 
Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and regis-
tered as a newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A82 TRUNK ROAD (ONICH) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON 
WAITING, LOADING AND UNLOADING) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and 2, 4(1) and 14(1)(a) and (4) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffic on that 
length of the A82 Dalnottar – Inverness Trunk Road in Onich from a 
point about 875 metres or thereby south east of its junction with the 
ZU2545 Cuilcheanna Road, Onich at the access to Onich Tearoom in 
an easterly direction to a point 925 metres or thereby south east of 
its junction with the ZU2545 Cuilcheanna Road, Onich, a distance of 
50 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate repairs to defective Scottish 
Water ironwork and to enable the works to be carried out safely, will 
be in operation from 6th September until 8th September 2018 but 
will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of the length of 
road as is indicated by the appropriate traffic signs. 
The Order does not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for 
fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or a vehicle 
being used for carrying out the works.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
Alternative routes are not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-
orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and  
trunk roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
A. SOMERVILLE
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,  
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
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TO LET
Two bedroom 

stone-built 
cottage near 
Whitehouse, 

Tarbert.

£390 pcm
Landlord reg no. 
27108/130/12010
EPC Rating: D

Tel: 07765 
951601

TO LET
PROPERTY
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

MOBILITYCHIMNEY SWEEP

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk



DEERHUNTER SHOOTING 
VEST red with ambidextrous 
black leather. Excellent condi-
tion. Size m/l; comes with zip 
insert for expanding size, £25 
Telephone 07801 352184.

Printing and Stationery
P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL , market your 
business e� ectively with pro-
fessionally designed lea� ets, 
posters and � yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on Telephone 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print 
on,  Telephone 01586 554975.

Trailers
BOAT TRAILER

Trailer for up to 16�  din-
ghy. In good condition, £475 
Telephone 01631 720414.

ROAD TRAILER all wood 
with lights and hinged cover, 
4’x3’x2’ deep, £99 Telephone 
01838 200332 or 07909 993312 
(Lochawe).

Wanted
RECORDS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR rock, punk, 
reaggae, folk, Telephone 
07940 811264².
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
Baby Equipment
MAMAS & PAPAS ZEST 
HIGH CHAIR Cost £100 used 
twice, £50 Telephone 01852 
300320.

Building / DIY
GENERATOR Boxer 
6.2hp 230/110v 3.2kw, £90 
Telephone 01866 822390.
LARGE G CLAMPS Two 
old very heavy G clamps. 14 
inch gap in good order, will 
last another 50 years. Near 
Tayinloan PA29 6XG, £15 
Telephone 07809 143406.
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
TILE CUTTER professional, 
electric, boxed with tools and 
blade, £20 Telephone 01880 
820860.

Car Accessories
NEW 255/65/R16 TYRE 
Above brand new 255/65/R16 
tyre on 6 stud steel rim. � is 
is a big tyre to go on a 4x4. 
Nr Tayinloan PA29 6XG, £35 
Telephone 07809 143406.

Cars and Car Parts 
under £250
MINI BUS SEATS with seat 
belts, good condition, easy to 
� t, £50 ono Telephone 01586 
820495 mornings or evenings.

Computers and Games
INK CARTRIDGES Canon 
540 black & 541 colour. 
Opened but never used, £15 
Telephone 01631 564684.
REFURBISHED APPLE IMAC

21.5” Refurbished iMac 
500GB Solid State SATA; 
2.5GHz Intel Core i5 pro-
cessor, 4GB 1333MHz DDR3 
with magic mouse, keyboard 
and so� ware. Excellent con-
dition, £540.00 Telephone 
07906 368545.

Domestic Appliances
CORDLESS VACUUM 
CLEANER Black & Decker 
18v Pivot Dustbuster. High 
performance motor, strong 
suction, rechargeable Li-ion 
battery. Excellent condition,  
£25 Telephone 01631 710078.
FREEZER Hotpoint Stage 
Saver, £40 Telephone 01852 
300320.

M I C R O W A V E / G R I L L 
COMBI Sanyo Combi 
Microwave/Grill Model EM-
SL50G 25 litres 900W mi-
crowave, 1000W grill, £29 
Telephone 07966 435245.
RAYBURN 355SFW 

Largest Output Solid fuel 
Rayburn, beautiful black 
satin heat resistant � nish. 
Professionally rebuilt and re-
conditioned and is in as new 
condition. New stainless steel 
high output boiler with man-
ufacturer’s 5 year guarantee, 
capable of heating 8 radia-
tors. water pipes from boiler 
exit on LHS. Ovens and � ue 
on RHS. Dimensions 840mm 
wide, 820mm high, 590mm 
deep. Delivery is possible - 
charge dependent upon dis-
tance. Enormous saving 
on a new equivalent cook-
er,  £3,850 Telephone 07889 
324823 or 01899 220918.
TUMBLE DRYER Beko 7KG 
tumble dryer, seldom used, 
£60 Telephone 01631 564019.

Furniture
ARMCHAIR � oral design 
armchair, £20 Telephone 
01546 606252.
CARAVEL FREEZER Top 
opening, ideal for ice cream, 
£50 Telephone 01852 300320.
DARK SOLID OAK TABLE 
90”x20”x30” high, ideal res-
taurant table, £100 Telephone 
01852 300320.
DARK SOLID OAK TABLE 
72”x30”x30” high, ide-
al for restaurant table, £90 
Telephone 01852 300320.
DINING CHAIRS 6 dark 
brown tall back leather dining 
chairs, £30 Telephone 01546 
606587.
DINING TABLE custom built 
dining table 51 inch square 8 
seater, £40 Telephone 01546 
606587.
DISPLAY CABINET drinks 
section, W110cm x H190cm 
x D38cm, good condition, 
free to collect, photo can be 
supplied,  Telephone 01852 
300332.
FOLDING BED JAY-BE fold-
ing single guest bed, new un-
used, in original packaging, 
dimensions on request.  Local 
delivery Campbeltown, £95 
Telephone 07703 130370.
PINE DRAWERS � ree, 
excellent condition, £20 
Telephone 01852 300320.
ROUND MAHOGANY 
DINING TABLE 42” 

Diameter, and four matching 
chairs,  £50 Telephone 01852 
300320.
SMALL WARDROBE/
DRESSER cream coloured, 
W110cm x H222cm x D54cm, 
good condition, free to col-
lect, photo can be supplied, 
Telephone 01852 300332.
TABLE & SIX CHAIRS pine 
kitchen table and six chairs, 
two of which are carvers, all 
in good condition, £70 ovno 
Telephone 01586 820495 
mornings or evenings.
TALL CORNER DISPLAY 
UNIT with glass doors light 
and bottom cupboard, £35 
Telephone 01397 772520.
TV TABLE black glass TV ta-
ble 3 shelves, £10 Telephone 
01546 606587.
TV UNIT mahogany TV unit, 
£15 Telephone 01546 606252.
TV UNIT clear glass TV unit 
with 3 shelves, £15 Telephone 
01546 606587.

Garden
ALLMAN KNAPACK 
SPRAYER X-15, with instruc-
tion manual, £30 Telephone 
01880 730326.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various siz-
es from £90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

 Garden Machinery
LOMBARDINI 6LD 360V 
DIESEL ENG LOMBARDINI 
6LD 360V DIESEL engine, 
vertical sha� , electric start, 
GWO. O�  a Westwood ride 
on mower. Tayinloan PA29 
6XG, £85 Telephone 07809 
143406.
 Heating, Fires and Fireplaces
GAS FIRE Nestor Martin 
Stanford 50 Gas Stove, LPG 
gas � re, green � nish complete 
with 1mtr � ue, wood e� ect 
stove, £80 Telephone 01631 
710862.
VERMONT CASTINGS 
ADDISON cast iron electric 
� re, coal e� ect, quality prod-
uct in excellent condition, 
cost when new £400-£500, 
£75 Telephone 01880 820860.
 Hobbies and Cra� s
CODAR CR66 HAM RADIO 
RECEIVER Codar CR66 ham 
valve radio, very very rare, 
in good condition, very few 

in the world. Near Tayinloan 
PA29 6XG,  £50 Telephone 
07809 143406.
HAND REAMERS 14 old 
large imperial hand ream-
ers in good condition, mostly 
over an inch Post code PA29 
6XG near Tayinloan, £20 
Telephone 07809 143406.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print on 
Telephone 01586 554975.
STICK WELDER OIL 
FILLED Old oil � lled stick 
welder, old in gwo, from 20-
240 amps, complete with very 
long leads. For medium sized 
workshop. PA29 6XG, £75 
Telephone 07809 143406.

Home Entertainment
SAMSUNG 40” TELEVISION 
perfect working order, £75 
Telephone 01397 772520.

Home Furnishings
DUVET COVERS new single, 
1 blue, 1 pink contemporary 
� oral, still packaged, 1 beige 
with brown and black stripes, 
can email pics, bargain, £10 
Telephone 01631 720369.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring spec-
tacular photography of some 
of our most scenic lochs, riv-
ers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a pop-
ular gi�  for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, 
Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home o�  c-
es or as a gi� . Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 851868.

Marine
BOAT STEERING WHEEL 
small boat 6 spoke stainless 
steering wheel. Old but in 
very good condition. Usable 
to ornamental. Bargain at, 
£50 Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excel-
lent conditions. Usuable or 
ornamental. Bargain at, £45 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Miscellaneous

Motorcycle Equipment
STEEL LOADING RAMP for 
motorcycle trailer. 1.5m long, 
240kg capacity, new condi-
tion, £15 Telephone 01546 
602839.

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
BERETTA GEL-TEK 
SHOULDER PAD  new con-
dition. To be placed inside 
shooting vest/jacket so as to 
reduce shoulder impact when 
shooting,  £15 Telephone 
07801 352184.
BERETTA SHOOTING 
VEST DT11 vest in ‘as new 
condition’. Navy blue and 
beige silver with suede front 
and mesh back. Size large. 
RRP £90, £60 Telephone 
07801 352184.

TROLLA WOOD 
BURNING STOVE

TEL 01631730323

With wetback, Georgian 
marble wash stand , 

classic antique Danish 
lampshade, French open 
� re heat blower, electric 

24v outboard, Italian 
violin 1903, old zither, 

other items
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Call
01631 568000

Celebrate your Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

01631 568000
Celebrate Celebrate 

OnlyOnly

First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and which 

schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er study.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

LOUISA ADAM
Graduated Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery 

(MBChB) from the University of Dundee. Louisa is the daughter 
of Fiona and Ian Stage, Oban and granddaughter of Alastair and 
the late Flora Young, Oban. Louisa is a former pupil of Rock� eld 

Primary School and Oban High School. Wishing her every 
success in her post at Manchester Royal In� rmary.

GRADUATIONS

EILIDH NICOLA MACLEAN
Graduated from the University of Edinburgh with a First Class 

MA Honours degree in Primary Education with Scottish Studies. 
Daughter of  Tina � omson and Iain MacLean, step-daughter 
of Billy � omson, granddaughter of Patrick and Liz MacLean 
and late Christine MacPherson (née Colthart). A former pupil 

of Rock� eld Primary and Oban High School. Eilidh will be 
completing her probation year in the city of Edinburgh.

RUARIDH AITKEN
Graduated from Strathclyde University with a Masters in 

Chemical and Process Engineering passing with Distinction.  
Former pupil of Kilmartin Primary and Lochgilphead High 
School.  Ruaridh is the son of Duncan and Pamela Aitken of 

Kilmartin, and grandson of the late Isobel and Archie Aitken, 
Ardrishaig, and Evelyn and Harry Knight of Dundee.

DEATHS 
ALCORN - Alistair, peacefully 
at home in Los Angeles, USA, 
on August 25, 2018. Younger 
son of the late William and Ena, 
brother of the late Michael, uncle 
of Glenis, Lynn and Lesley.
LANDER - Robert Anderson 
(Bertie Bird). Born 9/6/1931 
- Died 26/8/2018. Peacefully 
at home surrounded by his 
family. Funeral service to be 
held on Monday September 3, 
2018 in Church of Scotland, 
Duror. Collection at church 
to be donated to Lochaber 
Alzheimer Scotland.
MACCALLUM - Allan 
Archibald (Brute) died 
tragically as the result of 
an accident at his home in 
Balemartine, Isle of Tiree on 
Saturday August 18, 2018, aged 
46 years. Devoted dad to Sean, 
Darren and Bradley. Will be 
sorely missed by all the family.
MACMILLAN - Peacefully 
on August 28, 2018, aged 88, 
Donald, much loved husband 
of the late Helen C. MacMillan, 
dear father of David, Carol and 
Fiona, and treasured Seanair of 
Elspeth, Christina, Adam and 
Ewan. Funeral service at Oban 
Parish Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Tuesday 
September 4, 2018 at 1.00 pm.  
Family � owers only please. 
Retiring collection, if desired, 
for British Heart Foundation 
and the Stroke Association.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACDONALD - � e family 
of the late Allan (Arnie) 
MacDonald would sincerely 
like to thank all family and 
friends for their support and 
kindness shown towards them 
at the sad loss of Allan. Allan’s 
friends were outstanding in 
their kindness and support 
towards us at this very sad 
time. � ank you for all the 
cards, Mass cards, � owers 
and visits. Grateful thanks to 
all who came to the church 
and graveside. Special thanks 
to Craig Nevis Practice, 

Macmillan Nurses for their 
care and compassion to 
Allan, Home Carers for their 
care given to Allan over the 
years. Key Housing for their 
kindness. � anks to Fr Roddy 
McAuley for his comforting 
service. Special thanks to 
Jamie and Beth at Mike McFall 
Funeral Directors for their 
kindness and compassion 
at this sad time. McDonald 
Brothers for the lovely � ower 
arrangements and the Railway 
Club for the catering. � e sum of 
£400 was kindly donated to the 
Macmillan Nurses, Lochaber. 
MACDOUGALL - Jean, 
Fiona, Michael, Rebecca 
and Matthew wish to thank 
everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, cards 
and � oral tributes following 
the death of Duncan (Dochie). 
Many thanks to doctors, 
nurses and carers who looked 
a� er him so well. Also the 
Highland Hospice, Inverness, 
Rev Richard Baxter for his 
comforting service and to Scott 
and John of John McLellan, 
Funeral Directors for all their 
help and support. Special 
thanks to all who attended the 
church and graveside.
MACKAY - Donna, Finlay, 
Rebecca, Dinease and all 
the family of the late Donald 
John (Donnie) wish to return 
their sincere appreciation 
to all relatives, friends and 
neighbours who have extended 
their sympathy to them in so 
many ways, all your kindness 
was overwhelming. Special 
thanks to Dr Ewen Glen and 
Gaynor Wotherspoon for the 
exceptional care and attention to 
our Dad during his short illness. 
ECC team, Marie Curie and 
Macmillan nurses, thank you for 
your amazing support. Rt. Rev. 
Mgr. James Canon MacNeil, 
your comforting words gave us 
exceptional strength to move 
forward and to the talents of 
Lovisa Moreland and Alastair 
MacLean for their contribution 
to the service. � ank you to H. 
Hoey and Son for professional 

CALUM MACLEOD
Graduated from the Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh, 
with an MA Degree to add to his BSc from Napier University. 

Calum is the son of Garry and Alison and the grandson of Peter 
and the late Jean MacLeod, Ganavan, Oban.

funeral services, also Royal Hotel 
sta�  for outstanding variety of 
refreshments. Gratitude to all 
those who came to pay their last 
respects and donated £1,318.77 
to Marie Curie Cancer Care. 
Donnie has gone from his home 
but will be forever in our hearts.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Susan. A dear 
wife, mother, mother-in-law, 
nan, sister and aunt who died 
September 1, 2014.
Little did we know that morning
God was going to call your name.
In life we loved you dearly, in 
death we do the same. 
It broke our hearts to lose you, 
but you did not go alone.
For part of us went with you, 
the day God called you home. 
You le�  us peaceful memories, 
your love is still our guide.
And though we cannot see you, 
you are always by our side.
Our family chain is broken, 
and nothing seems the same.
But as God calls us one by one, 
the chain will link again. 
- Inserted by Kenny and family.
FORRESTER - Cherished 
memories of Jim, dearly 
beloved husband of Joan, father, 
father-in-law, grandfather, who 
died on September 2, 2002.
Forever in our thoughts
- Joan and family, Oban, Uddingston 
and High Wycombe.
MACFARLANE - Forever in 
our hearts Alexander (Bachie), 
a much loved husband, father 
and grandfather, who slept 
peacefully away, September 3, 
2016, loved always.
- Cathie, Alex, Catherine Ann 
and families x x 
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Lena, passed away 
September 1, 2001.
Sadly missed every day by her 
family.
- Ian, John, Donald, Kenneth 
and families xxx.

MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of our darling parents 
Mary and Angus who passed 
away on August 31, 2014 and 
September 4, 2015 respectively.
You le�  us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannot see you,
You are always by our side.
- Your loving children, Marie, 
Angus, Catherine, Iain, 
Margaret and all their families. 
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
father, father-in-law and 
gramps, Alexander (Andy), 
who died August 30, 2009. 
Loved and remembered always
- Kay, Colin, Sandy, Kath, 
Mairi and Kirsten.
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of our dear dad Hugh, 
grandad and great-grandad 
who died August 28, 2013.  
Also mum Lottie who died 
March 9, 1993 of Sunnyville, 
Tiree. What they su� ered they 
told so few
� ey did not deserve what they 
went through
Tired and weary they made no fuss
But tried so hard to stay with us.
- Rita, Johann, Morag, Ian and 
families.
MACPHERSON - In loving 
memory of my dear mum 
Christine and nannie to 
Eilidh, who died August 21, 
2011. � ank you for the years 
we shared, deep in our hearts, 
your memory is kept, too 
dearly loved, to ever forget.
Love and miss you always.
- Tina and Eilidh 
STUART - Catriona. In loving 
memory of my dear wife who 
passed away on September 2, 
2017. I miss you so much and 
think of you everyday, I will 
never forget you.
- Your loving husband Ian.

GRADUATIONS
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fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

THOUGHT 
for the week

Rev Dugald Cameron.

It is a gross mistake and contrary to public 
opinion to state that clergy are straight-
laced. No, we are not.

Have you ever seen bizarre clerical dress 
on show at any ministerial or priestly 
gathering? It is like a � re sale at Remnant 
Kings!

I was thinking about dressing up when 
reading through a passage in the New 
Testament book of Ephesians, speci� cally 
chapter six. Here we are told to put on the 
whole armour of God.

� e passage then goes on to tell us to 
don the breastplate of righteousness, the 
shoes of the gospel of peace, the shield of 
faith and the helmet of salvation.

While I quite fancy clanking around for 
a laugh in some medieval German suit of 
armour, what Ephesians is speaking about 
is actually serious. In vivid language, it 
tells us that God protects our souls, our 
very being.

We are not le�  alone to face the dangers 
of this world whether they may be 
personal or on the political or climatic 
scale.

By putting on the armour of God – who 
is of love – and the Gospel of peace, people 
of faith may go forth in this strange 
current situation with meaning and truth.

� is is not ‘pretend’ dressing up; rather, 
living an engaged life in Christ Jesus in 
the real world.

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Minister of Kilmore and Oban.

St Conan’s Kirk 
restoration work
Ten clan stalls representing the 
local clans of Loch Awe have 
undergone major restoration and 
new lights have been installed 
to highlight this important and 
colourful piece of local history in 
St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe.

� e � nishing touch was added 
by the skills of Betty Jamieson, a 
local volunteer, who handmade 

and sewed 10 kneelers in the 
ancient tartan of each clan.

Betty and her husband, Halbert, 
returned the kneelers to the Kirk 
last week and are pictured in 
front of the refurbished stalls. 
� e trustees and friends of St 
Conan’s thanked Betty for her 
amazing work.

Other restoration in the Kirk 

involves the vestry, now equipped 
with a disabled toilet, heating and 
repaired windows. 

� is will be a boost for visiting 
ministers, patrons at events and 
visitors on guided tours.

Upstairs in the old Sunday 
school, refurbishment and major 
roof works have created a beauti-
ful, heated space. 

� is will be used as a meeting 
place for local people and a 
library for archives. Halbert, a 
former Sunday school attendee, 
is shown sharing memories of the 
early 1950s in very di� erent sur-
roundings, along with Betty, twin 
grandchildren Jamie and Ailie 
and Peter Hennessy of Friends of 
St Conan’s.
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Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre made his 10th cut of 
the season in the Rolex Trophy played in Geneva, 
Switzerland, last week

Robert carded a four-round total of 288 which was 
level par for the four rounds.

In the �rst round he scored an impressive 68 which 
featured six birdies and only two bogeys.

However, the second round proved to be his undoing 
with a disappointing 78 where he managed only two 
birdies along with �ve bogeys and a double bogey on 
the 8th. In round three he carded a level par round of 
72 and a two under par 70 in round four to �nish on 
288 and �nish in joint 33rd place.

The event was won by Finland’s Kim Koivu with a 22 
under par score of 266. Kim defeated Robert in the 
Finnish Open recently after a sudden death play-o�.    

The Challenge Tour moves on to the Cordon Golf 
Open played in Pleneuf Val Andre in France starting on 
August 30.

GOLF

Arc Trophy at Taynuilt
Results of the Arc Trophy second round and August 
Tankard were played at Taynuilt golf club on August 19: 
1 Hugh Nicolson 39pts (16); 2 Keith Cameron 35pts (22);  
3 Mark Henricksen 35pts (08).

Arc Trophy overall results: 1 Michael Wardrop 
38+33=71pts; 2 Kevin L Mills 32+35=67pts; 3 Mark 
Henricksen 30+35=65pts.

Rain failed to dampen 
spirits on Saturday 
August 18 for the Coll Half 
Marathon.

After a wet morning, 
the skies cleared and the 
sun even appeared to 

Robert makes his 10th
cut of the season

Will wins half marathon
welcome the hundreds of 
runners that assembled 
at An Cridhe to run the 
half marathon, 10k, 5K or 
1K race.

This popular annual 
event involves most of 
the islanders...registering 
participants, preparing 
food for everyone, time 
keeping, marshalling and 
providing essential water 
stations.

Will Wright from Tiree 
won the half marathon in 
1 hour 20 minutes and 03 
seconds.

The day �nished with a 
fabulous ceilidh into the 
small hours with music 
from Hector’s Heroes.

HALF MARATHON

Tiree’s Will Wright with 
his winner’s medal.

The winners of the Kerrera to Oban swim Allan Robinson and Alison MacVicar pictured 
with Kath McMahon, left and Billie Kirkham from MacPhee and Partners, which 
provided the trophies for the event.  Photos: Kevin McGlynn

An Oban swimming group 
has gained new competi-
tion-standard diving blocks 
at Atlantis Leisure’s pool.

Oban Otters has around 
900 swimmers, aged eight to 
16, assisted by 35 volunteers. 
Now they have four new 
diving boards and lane ropes, 
thanks to funding of £5,032 
from Scottish Sea Farms’ 
Heart of the Community 
Fund, £2814 from the Oban 
Common Good Fund, and 
£5,600 from their own funds. 
�e plastic on the old lane 
ropes was recycled into the 
new ones, saving £1,200.

�anking the sponsors and 
Atlantis Leisure for installing 
the equipment, Oban Otters 
secretary Lyndsay Elliot said: 
‘�e equipment we had was 
25 years old. �ey were here 
when the pool was open.’

Jonathan Sayer, an ex-Oban 
Otter and now an environ-
mental scientist at Scottish 
Sea Farms, said: ‘�e blocks 
they were using were the same 

as I had all the way through a 
decade ago.’

Lyndsay continued: ‘We 
always feel we are the country 
cousins at competitions 
because we do not have 
equipment that is competi-
tion standard. We now have 
competition standard. We 
anticipate their times will 
come down because they will 
be better at diving.’

One athlete set to bene�t is 
16-year-old Sam Coates, who 
joined Oban Otters three 
years ago and is now its fast-
est breast stroke swimmer. 
�is year he competed at the 
Scottish National Age Group 
Championships in Tolcross, 
and turned down an invita-
tion to the Scottish Summer 
Meet to concentrate on his 
exams – gaining four As and 

two Bs. ‘I hope to qualify for 
my �rst national open this 
year, and I would like to get 
to the British Championships 
next year,’ said Sam.

�e 13 primary schools 
using Atlantis pool will 
also be able to use the new 
equipment.

New diving boards and lane ropes for the Otters
SWIMMING

Allan and Ali in the swim
Twenty-four brave souls of 
various ages from 16 years 
up turned up on Saturday 
August 25 to take part in 
the annual Atlantis Leisure 
Kerrera to Oban swim.

Boarding Allan Strang’s 
boat, the swimmers were 
taken from Oban Sailing 
Club across to a slipway on 
the north end of the island.

From there, they set o� 
back towards the slipway at 
the sailing club.

Delay
�ere was a slight delay in 

the 1pm start to allow the 
round-Kerrera kayak race 
to pass through the Sound 
of Kerrera before the swim-
mers entered the water.

Against an initially 
strong current it was Allan 
Robinson who was �rst 
home, followed by Alison 
MacVicar.

�is year’s event included 
a new trophy and a very 
old trophy, which was 
recently discovered, called 
the MacKinnon Challenge 
Cup, Kerrera to Oban 
Annual Swim, Ladies 
Trophy.

�e trophy was found at 
MacPhee and Partners in 
George Street and was �rst 
presented in 1938 and last 
presented in 1965.

�e new trophy, for the 
�rst swimmer back, was 
also donated by MacPhee 

and Partners and both were 
presented on Saturday by 
solicitors Kath McMahon 
and Billie Kirkham to Allan 
and Alison, respectively.

Upgrading
Funds raised from the 

sponsored swim will go 

towards the upgrading of 
changing facilities at the 
leisure centre. Hot soup for 
the returning swimmers 
was provided by Atlantis 
Cafe.

SWIMMING

Alison MacVicar. Allan Robinson.

Jonathan Sayer of Scottish Sea Farms, Argyll and Bute councillors Elaine Robertson, 
Kieron Green and Jim Lynch along with Lyndsay Elliott and members of the Oban Otters.

Joe MacLean won the Par 3 Open at Glencruitten on 
Saturday with a score of 63 – 14 = 49 (3/4 handicap 
allowance). Steven McCuish was second with a score of 
57 – 7 = 50 and Alan Jamieson was third with a score of 
59 – 8 =51.

On Saturday the Stableford �nals take place, also 
Summer Eclectic Round 4.

Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports

Results from Glencruitten
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Martial arts

Knights of The Tower - Medieval 
Combat Oban
Leon Smith from the club said: ‘This 
is an MMA club with a di� erence. We 
use full plate armour with swords, 
maces, polearms and shields and it is 
a full contact sport that is recognised 
Internationally. 

‘We are a growing club within the Oban 
area with full backing and support from 
The Scottish Knights League which is the 
governing body for the sport in Scotland.

‘We train for one-on-one events and 
team events which range from three ver-
sus three right up to 16 versus 16. These 
events take place all over the country 
and internationally. We are hoping to 
produce � ghters for the national team at 
the yearly IMCF event which happens all 
over the world; next year’s is in Kiev.

‘We train on Tuesday nights from 7pm 
until 9.30pm above Stoddart’s of Oban, 
in the old Crofters. Come down to have a 
look at what we do and have a chat with 
some of the members maybe even try 
it out.’

Kyokushinkai Karate
The club has had some new starters in 
the last few weeks, so if this is something 
anyone would like to try, then now is the 
perfect time. The club training is hard 
but rewarding.
Darryl McLaughlin is in training for the 
British Open full contact event which is 
held at the K2 Leisure Centre in Crawley.

This will be Darryl’s last year in the 
cadets as he will be stepping up to the 
adult section next year.

If anyone thinks this style of karate is 
for them please contact Iain Rodger (6th 
dan) for a friendly chat on: 07584 166542 
or iain@ikku.co.uk, alternatively send 
a message to Caledonia Kyokushin on 
Facebook.

Kickboxing
Beginners are always welcome at 
Senshi Do Kick Boxing. Junior sessions, 
ages 5-14 years, are on Wednesday 
at 4.30-6pm and senior session from 
6-7.30pm for ages 14 and above. No 
matter ability or � tness level they will be 

made to feel welcome. All the people who 
train there know how it feels to start, how 
hard walking through the door feels, but 
once someone is in they’ll be made to feel 
comfortable. The � rst session is free so 
there’s nothing to lose by trying it out.

Find the club on Facebook Senshi Do 
Kickboxing or email shihanwill@gmail.
com for more details.

Shukokai Karate
The clubs have now all re-opened after 
their summer break. All the clubs are 
taking on new students until the end of 
September.

Anyone looking for more details on 
these clubs should contact Kenny Gray 
(5th dan) on: kenni.gray@btinternet.com 
or 07884 183905.

BJJ
The academy’s classes continue as 
normal, with great progress being shown 
by the beginners.

If anone would like to try out BJJ or 
MMA, Oban BJJ can be found on Face-
book or email coogiepots@gmail.com.

Wado Kai Karate
The Park Primary School class (part 
of Kaishin Wado Kai) is open after the 
summer break. If anyone has a child aged 
7-10 years and wants to know more please 
contact Mike on 07709 229284 or email; 
m.faulkner6@btinternet.com

Kaishin Wado Kai at Dunbeg School is 
on a Tuesday from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  
All ages are welcome at the club training 
sessions. Mike Faulkner said: ‘We are a 
small and friendly club with four Black 
Belt trainers available to help students 
at any time.’ For more details contact 
Sensei Chris Bruce (7th Dan) at crb999@
btinternet.com.

Oban welcomed � e Drones 
Cricket Club from South 
Yorkshire to Taynuilt on 
Saturday August 25.  � is 
� xture has become a regular 
event in the last few years and 
had an added poignancy this 
year as the man who organ-
ised it, Keith Jackson from 
Doncaster, had sadly passed 
away from cancer earlier this 
year.

Playing for the Keith 
Jackson Memorial Trophy, 
Oban were asked to bat � rst 
in what was a damp pitch a� er 
heavy overnight rain.

� is decision looked the 
correct one for � e Drones 
as some � ne early bowling 
reduced Oban to 27 for 4.  
Kenny MacKenzie was joined 
at the wicket by Mark Parry 

and they launched a recovery 
with a � ne partnership of 62, 
before Parry was bowled for 
24.

Kenny MacKenzie though, 
continued to play his � nest 
innings for the club, mixing 
good defence with some � ne 
shots and the score soon 
passed 100.  MacKenzie 
reached his 50 soon a� er 
and scored some vital runs 
as the 30 overs � nished with 
Oban all out for 159.  Kenny 
MacKenzie � nished unbeaten 
on 72.

Drones started well in reply, 
reaching 30 before Andrew 
Leach took the � rst wicket for 
Oban.  Father and son David 
and Tom Orme were the dan-
ger men for � e Drones hit-
ting some � ne shots but they 

were both out, a� er looking 
well set and the asking rate 
soon grew higher and higher 
against some tight Oban 
bowling.  Tristan Carre, Jacob 
Barnsley, Jack Whiteley and 
Ronnie Kelly all took wickets 
as Oban seized control.

Fittingly, man of the match 
Kenny MacKenzie took a 
good catch to end the game 
as Oban ran out victors by 34 
runs.

Oban 159 (MacKenzie 72 
not out, Parry 24);

Drones 125 all out
Oban travel to Vale of Leven 

for a six-a-side tournament 
on September 1 to complete 
their 2018 season.

Oban win Jackson Memorial Trophy
Oban Cricket Club and The Drones pictured after the match.

Following the announcement 
that Petronas is stepping 
in as Title Partner, Sepang 
International Circuit (SIC) 
has also unveiled its full rider 
line-up for the 2019 MotoGP 
season.  
 Along with the addition of 
the newly formed MotoGP 
Team, Petronas and SIC an-
nounced the signing of John 
McPhee in Moto3.

Born and raised in Connel, 
John is a 24-year-old rider 
with six years’ experience in 
the Moto3 class. 

As a former 125cc World 
Championship competitor, 
McPhee o�  cially made his 
Moto3 debut in 2013, fol-
lowing eight wild card races 

McPhee joins Petronas and 
SIC Moto3 squad for 2019

in 2012 with a best � nish of 
15th in Brno, and has been 
a full-time rider in this class 
ever since.

John accomplished his � rst 
podium in 2015, claiming 
an impressive second place 
at Indianapolis. � e Connel 
rider has since added another 
� ve podiums – including a 
win in Brno in 2016 – and 
four pole positions to his 
achievements.

Great opportunity
John said: ‘I’m really happy 

to be joining Petronas and 
SIC 2019. � ey’ve given me 
a great opportunity and it’s 
fantastic to have this all sort-
ed so early in the season.

‘I already know most of the 

guys working there; they’re 
a great crew, friendly and 
very professional, so I think 
we can do a very good job 
together next year. 

‘Going into 2019, of course 
we need to be realistic, but I 
believe we can be challenging 
for race wins and potentially 
even the championship title. 
For sure, we’ll be looking to 
do the best job possible.’

Because of heavy rain, the 
British Moto3 Grand Prix, 
which was to have taken place 
at Silverstone last Sunday, 
had to be cancelled due to the 
dangerous levels of standing 
water on the track. 

MOTO3

Green Machine’s match is called off
Oban Lorne’s Tennents West shield � xture on 
Saturday was called o�  late on Friday night 
with the travelling Annan withdrawing from 
the � xture due to a lack of a front row.

� is was the � rst time in Annan’s existence 
that they had to call o�  a game in these cir-
cumstances. � is was also a blow for Oban, 
who possessed a large squad full of quality for 
the � xture. 

 Despite no � xture at the weekend the men in 
green are through to the quarter � nals of the 
competition where they welcome division 1 
side Dalziel RFC to Glencruitten on Saturday 

September 29. Even with the disappointment 
of no � xture on Saturday, the 1st XV squad 
are in a very positive place ahead of the 
league season. Training numbers have been 
healthy under the new coaching team, led by 
Andrew Johnston, that has aided some great 
performances in the Tower 10s and the shield 
opening 43-12 win over Strathaven.

� e club open their league campaign this 
Saturday with the visit of Cumbernauld to 
Glencruitten. Kick o�  3pm.

RUGBY
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FOOTBALL

Results and � xtures
LAST Sunday’s results - Under 13s 22, Helensburgh 2; 
Unfortunately Helensburgh only turned up with eight 
players so Saints gave them three of their subs and the 
game was played as a friendly. Under 14s 0, Glasgow 
BC 9; Dumbarton Riverside 0, Under 16s 7. Scoring 
for Saints were Connor Moore (3), Ellis Hunter (2) and 
Kieron Lopez (2) 
 This Sunday’s � xtures - Park Sports Project Trust v 
Under 13s; Under 14s v Cambuslang Red Star; Under 
16s v Dunoon.

Finbar Dunne from Oban has been selected to be part 
of the Scotland Athletics squad at the 2018 School 
Games – a national multi-sport event for the UK’s most 
talented school-age athletes taking place at Loughbor-
ough University from August 30 to September 2.

Sixteen-year-old Finbar, who is a pupil at Oban High 
School and is a member of the Inverness Harriers, will 
compete for the Scotland squad in discus. He already 
has an impressive record of success and won the 
England Athletics U15 / U17 Championships in 2016.

More than 1,400 athletes will compete across 11 
sports at the School Games, � ve of which include 
disability disciplines.

Finbar will be following in the footsteps of some of 
Britain’s biggest sporting stars who have competed 
at the event before going on to senior international 
success. Previous competitors include Paralympic 
champions Hannah Cockroft, Ellie Simmonds and 
Jonnie Peacock, Olympic champion Adam Peaty, 
heptathlete Katarina Johnson-Thompson and sprinter 
Adam Gemili.

Finbar will live in a dedicated athletes’ village on 
the Loughborough University campus, take part in an 
School Games ceremony and perform in front of huge 
crowds of spectators.

Tickets for the event are available now, at https://
www.schoolgames� nals.org/buy-tickets/

Oban’s Finbar Dunne will represent Scotland at the 
2018 School Games at Loughborough University.

Brave comeback 
sees Saints earn 
all three points

Finbar picked to represent 
Scotland at School Games 

Barrhead Arky  1
Oban Saints 2

SAFL Premier Division

Lewis Cameron nets from the penalty spot to make the score 1-1.

Lewis Cameron is congratualted by his team mates after netting his second penalty of 
the match to give Saints all three points. Match report and photographs: Derek Black

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH FOOTBALL

Two successfully converted 
penalty kicks from Lewis 
Cameron edged Oban Saints 
past a stu� y Barrhead Arky 
side at Cowan Park, Barrhead 
last Saturday. Saints’ failure 
to capitalise on a host of 
scoring opportunities almost 
cost them dearly. However, 
Cameron’s stoppage time 
winner was just reward for 
a dominant performance 
against last season’s Premier 
Division One Champions.

Various other commitments 
saw Dougal Graham, Ruaridh 
Horne, Paul Carmichael and 
Craig MacEwan drop out of 
the squad from the previous 
week’s win over Dunoon with 
young Kenneth Black and the 
returning Donald Campbell 
coming in to bring the travel-
ling complement up to 15.

Barrhead Arky kicked o�  
in bright sunshine on the 
all-weather pitch at Cowan 
Park but it was Saints who 
were � rst to threaten with 
Jamie Graham bursting 
through from right back and 
� ring a low shot inches wide 
of keeper Ross O’Hagan’s le�  
hand post.

Saints continued to make 
the early running and in 
the 10th minute Darren 
Livingston took the ball o�  
the toes of Matt Rippon at 
the front post with the Saints 
striker poised to knock home 
a Fraser MacFarlane cutback 
from the le� .

From the resulting Lewis 
Cameron corner kick Saints 
� nally tested Arky keeper 
Ross O’Hagan with Dene 
Cassells powering a header 
on target which the big keeper 
did well to reach low down at 
his right hand post.  � e Arky 
keeper saved again in the 25th 

minute this time with his feet 
to deny Lewis Cameron. 

A� er dominating almost the 
entire � rst half Saints gi� ed 
their hosts the opening goal 
in the 42nd minute. Graham 
Douglas played the ball out to 
Scott Maitland whose loose 
ball back across the 18-yard 
line was intercepted by new 
signing Craig Cameron, who 
gratefully accepted the gi�  
slotting low past the helpless 
Graham Douglas.

From the restart Fraser 
MacFarlane did well to hold 
the ball up on the 18-yard line 
teeing up Matt Rippon for a 
shot which � ew well wide of 
Ross O’Hagan’s right hand 
post.

Despite dominating the half 
the Oban side went in 1-0 
down at the break.

Saints kicked o�  the second 
half and almost found them-
selves two goals down inside 
the opening 60 seconds. Craig 
Cameron pounced on anoth-

er stray pass in the otherwise 
solid looking Saints back four 
but this time could only � nd 
the side netting much to the 
relief of the Saints contingent 
on the park side touchline.

Saints made a change a� er  
10 minutes giving co-manag-
er Donald Campbell his � rst 
run-out of the season at the 
expense of Matt Rippon.

Campbell’s � rst involve-
ment was to peel o�  at the 
back post and head a Willie 
Gemmell cross from the right 
back across goal but just too 
high for the arriving James 
Ford. 

A Willie Gemmell long 
throw from the right carried 
more threat and Donald 
Campbell’s � ick-on was met 
by Lewis Cameron whose 
cushioned � nish was saved 
at point blank range by Ross 
O’Hagan.

Saints kept the pressure 
on the Arky defence with 
Donald Campbell sending 

Scott Maitland racing into 
the box where he was felled 
by John McDade. Referee 
O’Donnell immediately 
pointed to the penalty spot 
from where Lewis Cameron 
found the bottom corner to 
bring Saints level.

James Ford had an excellent 
opportunity to complete the 
turnaround two minutes later 
but, a� er cutting in from the 
right, sent a low shot across 
the face of goal and wide of 
O’Hagan’s right hand post.

� e advantage almost 
swung in the hosts’ favour in 
the 70th minute once again 
from a stray Saints pass. 
Jamie Henderson pounced on 
the loose ball and, spotting 
Graham Douglas o�  his line, 
tried to chip the Saints keeper 
from 28 yards. Douglas 
made an excellent save at full 
stretch throwing up a strong 
right hand to tip Henderson’s 
dipping e� ort onto his cross-
bar and behind for a corner 
kick.

Saints co-manager Willie 
Gemmell made way for the 
fresh legs of Kerr Newbigging 
in the 72nd minute.

A blatant kick at Scott 
Maitland by Sean Love just 
inside the Arky half was 
leniently dealt with by referee 
O’Donnell who was content 

PRIMARY SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Oban and District Primary Football is holding its 
registration night for the new primary one intake this 
Monday (September 3) between 6.15pm and 7.45pm at 
the Oban Chocolate Company. If your child is interest-
ed in starting Sunday League football, please go along 
and sign them up. 

All other primary age levels will be welcoming 
interest from new players for their teams on the night 
too. Further details can be found on the league’s 
Facebook page under ‘Oban Primary Football’.

Registration night
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 30, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.55 1.0 07.37 3.7 
 13.57 1.0 20.02 3.8
Fri 02.22 1.1 08.07 3.6 
 14.27 1.1 20.34 3.7
Sat 02.56 1.2 08.42 3.5 
 15.05 1.3 21.12 3.5
Sun 03.40 1.4 09.25 3.3 
 15.55 1.5 22.01 3.3
Mon 04.41 1.6 10.21 3.1 
 17.06 1.7 23.15 3.0
Tues 06.02 1.6 11.48 3.0 
 18.40 1.7  **.**  *.*
Wed 01.42 3.0 07.24 1.6 
 14.14 3.1 20.14 1.6              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals
Light winds from
the west
Temperatures 
9°C to 15ºC.
Friday 
Cloudy
Moderate breeze from
the south south west
Temperatures 
13°C to 17ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the south west 
Temperatures 
13ºC to 17  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

14

17

16

SAILING

Gary Kelly blocks Matt Rippon’s attempted cut back.

With only seconds to go on the clock Dene Cassells thumps the ball clear to ensure his team went home with a victory. 

to issue just a yellow card to 
the Arky winger.

Fortunately there was no 
lasting damage to Maitland 
who recovered to swing a 75th 
minute cross into the box 
where the arriving Matthew 
Kelly headed a di�  cult 
chance wide of target.

Skipper Dene Cassells 
joined the attack in the 78th 
minute and had a promising 
run halted illegally inside the 
D. With Willie Gemmell o�  
the � eld, Lewis Cameron as-
sumed responsibility for the 
dead ball but with similarly 
frustrating results as Brian 
McWilliams stuck out a right 
boot to block Cameron’s low 
e� ort on the six-yard line.

A groin strain ended Fraser 
MacFarlane’s involvement in 
the 83rd minute his place be-
ing taken by Daniel Croarkin.

� ere were howls of exas-
peration on the sidelines as 
James Ford failed to connect 
with a terri� c 89th minute 
Scott Maitland cross from 
the le� . � e sense of frus-

tration continued as Kerr 
Newbigging had a shot from 
19 yards blocked on the pen-
alty spot with the mid� elder 
slicing the rebound wide of 
target.

� e Saints perseverance 
eventually told in the � rst 
of the six minutes added by 
Mr O’Donnell when Lewis 
Cameron wriggled through 
a sea of legs and into the 
box where he was felled by a 
tackle from behind.

John McDade’s continued 
complaints at the penalty 
award earned him a yellow 
card but there can be no 
doubt that the referee gave 
the correct call. Lewis 
Cameron dusted himself 
down and dispatched the 
penalty kick with aplomb to 
give Saints the lead.

Sixty seconds later an 
excellent blocking challenge 
by John Kennedy prevented 
Matthew Kelly from dou-
bling the advantage at the 
same time ending Kelly’s 
involvement as he hobbled 

o�  to be replaced by Kenneth 
Black.

� e home side gave 
everything they had le�  in 
the tank in the remaining 
four minutes but Saints’ rear-
guard stood � rm to secure a 
hard-fought but ultimately 
deserved victory.

� e recently repaired Saints 

minibus is back on the road 
again this coming Saturday 
as Saints travel to North 
Lanarkshire to face Gartcosh 
United in the � rst round of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup. 
� e game will be played at 
Eastgate Park with a 2pm 
kick-o� . Referee in charge is 
Paul Crosbie.

Fickle wind conditions for Oban dinghy regatta
Oban Sailing Club’s annual 
dinghy regatta was sailed over 
two days in probably the most 
awkward and � ckle wind 
conditions for Oban Bay – a 
NW F2-3 on Saturday and a 
SE F1-4 on Sunday

However, the race team 
under race o�  cer Eric 
Chapman, managed to 
achieve six races over the 
weekend as well as running a 
fun sailing orienteering event 
a� er racing on Saturday. 

� e day’s events on Saturday 
culminated in a barbecue at 
the clubhouse for competitors 

and guests.
Saturday’s two races were 

sailed in warm sunny condi-
tions for both fast and slow 
handicap classes and saw 
close racing in both classes. 
John Forbes in his Laser 
won race one and Andrew 
Chapman and Ben Miller in 
a Laser Bahia took the � rst 
in race two in the fast class. 
Jamie Rodgers sailing a RS 
Feva won both races in the 
slow class.

� e orienteering saw a doz-
en assorted boats sailing in all 
directions around Oban Bay 

collecting code letters. All 
successfully reported back 
to the clubhouse race o�  ce 
with the code word to collect 
their treasure in the form of a 
selection of chocolate bars.

Four races were planned 
for Sunday but the weather 
had changed from Saturday’s 
sunny conditions to rain and 
a very light variable wind. 

� is meant an hour-and-
a-half postponement before 
a more stable wind pattern 
settled in.  

Two races were run, both 
being won by John Forbes in 
the fast class. Jamie Rodgers 
again took the wins in the 
slow class. 

Although a third race was 
planned, a deteriorating fore-
cast and cold and wet sailors 
forced abandonment and 
everyone was brought ashore 
for lunch.

A� er lunch the forecast 
strong winds had not yet 
materialised so everyone 
went back a� oat to � nish the 
regatta.  

� e course was re-laid to 
suit the changing wind and 
the � nal two races were com-
pleted with wins for Chris 

Dowd in his Laser in the 
fast class and Jamie Rodgers 
completing the clean sweep 
of bullets in the slow class.

� e prizegiving was held 
a� er racing and thanks were 
given to the race o�  cer Eric 
Chapman and the safety boat 
crews, especially those who 
su� ered the cooler weather 
and rain on Sunday.

Trophy winners -  Saturday 
Slow Class - OSC FF Trophy 
- 1 Jamie Rodgers, RS Feva, 
2 Rachel Campbell; Laser 4.7 
Saturday Fast Class - OSC 
Regatta Dragon Challenge 
Cup - 1 Andrew Chapman 
and Ben Miller, Laser Bahia, 
2 Chris Dowd; Laser Sunday 
Slow Class - OSC Ski�  Cup 
- 1 Jamie Rodgers, 2 Liam 
Campbell; Laser Pico Sunday 
Fast Class - D & A Marshall 
Cup - 1 Chris Dowd, 2 John 
Forbes; Overall Slow Class - 
Oban Regatta Challenge Cup 
- 1 Jamie Rodgers, 2 Liam 
Campbell, 3 Ewan Dowd;  
Overall Fast Class - Western 
Ferries Shield - 1 Chris Dowd, 
2 John Forbes, 3 Andrew 
Chapman and Ben Miller.

Main prizewinners, other competitors and safety boat 
crew pictured after the event.
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Newtonmore defeat Kingussie in Sutherland Cup fi nal

Celebrations begin for Newtonmore after they defeated Badenoch rivals Kingussie 5-2 in the � nal of the 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup. Photo: Neil Paterson

Newtonmore captain Stuart Mitchell with the Sutherland Cup. 
Photo: Neil Paterson

Newtonmore extended their lead 
at the top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership, Kilmallie are favourites 
to win the Marine Harvest National 
Division, the Newtonmore second 
team li� ed the Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup and Strachur 
clinched the Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 title following the shinty 
action last Saturday.

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup Final
Newtonmore 5
Kingussie 2
(A� er extra-time)
� e Newtonmore second team li� ed 
the Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup with a 4-2 extra-time derby win 
over the Kingussie second team in 
their 3pm throw up at the Dell.

� is was a tight match and there 
were no goals until the stroke of half-
time when the ball came to Calum 
Stewart just outside the box and he 
hit a low shot into the middle of the 
goal to give ’More a 1-0 interval lead.

Newtonmore will feel they de-
served the advantage having hit the 
frame of the goal on four occasions 
during the � rst 45 minutes. 

However, the match turned 
Kingussie’s way when player/man-
ager Kevin � ain scored two quick 
goals on 67 and 69 minutes to put 
the Kings 2-1 in front. 

For � ain’s � rst, he got in front 
of Iain Richardson and � red the 
ball low past ’More keeper Calum 
Grover and he then sent the ball 
high into the net from 20 yards out. 

Newtonmore, who hit the wood-
work twice more in the second half, 
drew level on 73 minutes when the 
ball fell to Calum Stewart and he 
struck a low, hard shot into the 
bottom corner from about 25 yards 
range to make it 2-2.

With no further scoring, referee 
Des McNulty took the � nal to an 
extra-time period.   

Newtonmore regained the lead just 

three minutes into extra-time when 
the ball came to player/manager 
Orsten Gardner in the box and he 
hit a half-volley high into the middle 
of the goal to make it 3-2. 

Just a minute later, Calum Stewart 
completed his hat-trick when he 
turned his marker and sent the ball 
low and hard into the bottom corner 
of the net from just outside the D. 

Calum Stewart scored his fourth 
goal of the � nal just seconds from 
the end when he capitalised on some 
confusion between the Kingussie 
keeper and full back, nipping in to 
tap the ball into an empty net from 
a tight angle.  

Newtonmore captain Stuart 
Mitchell, who played well at full 
back against Dylan Borthwick, 
was presented with the trophy and 
Newtonmore now add the Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup to the 
Marine Harvest North Division 
1 title and only the Fort William 
second team in the Strathdearn 
Cup Final stand between them and 
‘the treble’.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership 
Kinlochshiel 3
Kyles Athletic 3
Kinlochshiel came from 3-1 down 
to draw 3-3 with Kyles Athletic on a 
warm day at Kirkton.

� is was a second meeting in 
successive weeks for the sides a� er 
Kinlochshiel won 3-2 at Moss� eld 
seven days earlier to li�  the Artemis 
MacAulay Cup. 

Kinlochshiel, starting up the slope, 
forced three corners during the � rst 
couple of minutes without creating 
any clear-cut chances. 

Kyles came more into it and 
Dunkie Kerr, Roddy MacDonald 
and Grant Irvine had early shots 
wide of goal. 

Roddy MacDonald ran in from 
Kyles’ right but scooped the ball just 
past keeper Scott Kennedy’s le�  post 
on 12 minutes and the visitor’s start 
was already much better than the 
previous week. 

And they got their reward when 
they took the lead on 16 minutes. 
Gordon Whyte played the ball 
forward from mid� eld and with 
Finlay MacRae trying to clear the 
danger, Scott MacDonald nipped in 
to touch the ball to the side before 
hammering it into the roof of the net 
to make it 1-0.

John MacRae got a shot on target 
straight from the restart but John 
Whyte saved with his legs. 

Dunkie Kerr sent the ball over 
the bar at one end and ’Shiel had to 
settle for a corner when John Whyte 
made a great save with his foot to 
deny Oliver MacRae a� er a quick 
passing move. 

When Ross MacRae played in 
Grant Irvine 25 yards from goal, 
Scott Kennedy made a brilliant save, 
turning the ball away with his club, 

high above his head. 
Scott Kennedy stopped a long ball 

from Gordon Whyte by his post 
with Grant Irvine looking to pro� t 
from any slip-up. 

Scott MacDonald went close late in 
the half but, with the Kyles mid� eld 
of centre Gordon Whyte, � anked by 
Dunkie Kerr and Robbie MacLeod 
having a real grip of the mid� eld, 
and Andrew King dominant behind 
them, Kyles were unable to add to 
their tally despite having most of the 
� rst half pressure. 

Kinlochshiel replaced Duncan 
Matheson with Scott MacLean 
at the interval but it was Kyles 
who doubled their lead on 48 
minutes. Cammy Keith found 
Roddy MacDonald with a long ball 
forward. MacDonald turned to put 
the ball on his right side and his 
shot went by Finlay MacRae and 
an unsighted Scott Kennedy. � ere 
wasn’t that much power in the strike 
as the ball crossed the line and spun 
back out without actually hitting the 
back of the net.

’Shiel’s response was swi�  and 
they pulled a goal back on 51 min-
utes. Finlay MacRae sent a free-hit 
forward to Donald Nixon who 
� icked the ball to Paul MacRae and 
he found Scott MacLean who held 
o�  Callum Miller before driving a 
swerving shot high into the net from 
around 30 yards out and although 
John Whyte got his stick to the ball, 
he couldn’t keep it out. 

John Whyte had no margin for 
error as he stopped a good Ali Nixon 
e� ort on the line and, as Kyles coun-
tered, Roddy MacDonald held o�  a 
tackle before sending the ball just 
the wrong side of the post. 

Kyles withdrew Dunkie Kerr with 
Sandy MacKenzie joining the attack, 
Scott MacDonald going to centre 
and Gordon Whyte going to wing 
centre. 

Play was quickly switching from 
one end to another and John 
MacRae went close when he took the 
ball down but � red just wide. 

Roddy MacDonald caused panic 
in the home defence with 20 min-
utes remaining when he ran in from 
the right. � e ball was touched on to 
Grant Irvine who saw his initial shot 
saved by Scott Kennedy but Irvine 
turned the rebound home from a 
tight angle. Referee Deek Cameron 
consulted with the goal judge with 
suggestions of a ‘kick’ in the lead up 
play but the goal stood. 

Kyles took Colin MacDonald on 
for Ross MacRae. However, MacRae 
returned to the � eld on 81 minutes, 
replacing Cammy Keith in defence 
a� er the Kyles captain le�  the � eld 
with a hand injury. 

’Shiel never let their heads drop 
and they set up a grand-stand � nish 
with a goal on 83 minutes. Donald 
Nixon sent in a corner from the le�  
and John MacRae stretched highest 
to knock the ball down, beating the 
keeper by his right post. 

’Shiel sensed the chance to save 
a point and Oliver MacRae found 
space at the back post but his at-
tempt went past the post. 

John MacRae � red a shot over 
from a free-hit with four minutes 
remaining and it felt like a home 
goal was coming. 

It duly arrived with just a couple 
of minutes remaining. Referee Deek 
Cameron penalised Kyles defender 
Neil MacVicar for a ‘kick’ between 
the D and the penalty spot as he 
dealt with Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae’s 
ball into the danger-area. Oliver 
MacRae played the free-hit back 
to John MacRae and he beat John 
Whyte by his right post to make it 
3-3. 

� ere were late chances at both 
ends before Deek Cameron brought 
proceedings to an end a� er three 
minutes’ injury time. 

� e draw was harsh on Kyles whilst 
’Shiel demonstrated the bene� ts that 
can come from never giving up.  

 
Newtonmore 5
Caberfeidh 0
Newtonmore extended their lead 
at the top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership to four points when 
they beat Caberfeidh 5-0 in their 
noon throw up at the Eilan.

Glen MacKintosh’s opening goal 
was probably the best of the � ve 
Newtonmore strikes. MacKintosh 
turned his man about 20 yards out 
and neatly � nished into the bottom 
corner of the net on his backhand. 

Glen MacKintosh got his and 
Newtonmore’s second on 30 min-
utes and it remained 2-0 until the 
interval. 

� e goals � owed in the second 
half and Fraser MacKintosh on 54 
minutes. Evan Menzies on 68 min-
utes and Ewan Fraser on 73 minutes 
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup

MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results

Fixtures

Continued on page 62

Newtonmore defeat Kingussie in Sutherland Cup fi nal

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Wednesday August 22
North Division Two
Beauly 0 v 5 Caberfeidh
 
Thursday August 23
National Division
Beauly 1 v 1 Inverness

North Division One
Fort William 4 v 2 Glengarry 
 
Saturday, August 25
Sutherland Cup
Newtonmore 5 v 2 Kingussie 

Premiership   
Lovat 2 v 1 Kingussie
Newtonmore 5 v 0 Caberfeidh
Kinlochshiel 3 v 3 Kyles Athletic 
Lochaber 2 v 6 Oban Caman

National Division
Inveraray 5 v 0 Strathglass  
Glasgow MA A v A Oban Celtic
Abandoned - to be rescheduled
Kilmallie 4 v 0 Fort William

North Division One  
Skye 4 v 1 Aberdeen University 

South Division One
Kyles Athletic 0 v 0 Bute
Lochside Rovers 7 v 0 Kilmory
Ballachulish 8 v 0 Inveraray
Taynuilt 3 v 3 Tayforth 
Col Glen 2 v 2 Aberdour

North Division Two
Kilmallie 2 v 0 Strathglass 
Lochaber 5 v 6 Inverness   
Lewis 2 v 4 Boleskine
Lovat 2 v 1 Lochcarron

South Division Two
Oban Celtic P v P Bute
Rescheduled for September 8
Strachur 2 v 1 Glasgow Mid Argyll

Saturday September 1
Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Caberfeidh v Lewis
Steven MacLachlan 
Kilmallie v Lochaber 
Iain Kennedy 
Strathglass v Boleskine

Marine Harvest 
South Division Two
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute    
Lucy McNulty 

Caol Cup
Under 21
representative match
North v South
John Wood
Glengarry - 1pm

Marine Harvest
Women’s Cup Finals Day
Challenge Cup
Inverness v Glenuquhart
The Dell, Kingussie - 1.45pm

Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup
Skye v Badenoch & Strathspey
The Dell, Kingussie - 4pm
(Throw-up 2pm unless stated)

made up the 5-0 win. 
Newtonmore could have won by 

more but for some fantastic goal-
keeping from Ewen Pilcher. 

� e day’s results leave Newtonmore 
in a strong position at the top of the 
table and their remaining three 
league games scheduled during a 
busy September, which also includes 
a Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
Final against Lovat, are at home to 
Kinlochshiel and Oban Camanachd 
and away to Kyles Athletic.   

Lovat 2
Kingussie 1
Lovat go second in the division a� er 
they defeated Kingussie 2-1 in their 
11.30am throw up at Balgate.

Lovat lost defender Daniel Grieve 
with a head cut on 10 minutes 
although he did return to the � eld 
of play before the end of the game. 
Rory Gallacher came on in his place. 

Kingussie enjoyed most of the ear-
ly pressure so it was against the run 
of play on 17 minutes when � omas 
Fraser’s shot was saved by Kingussie 
keeper Craig Dawson. � e rebound 
came back out to Greg Matheson 
who hit the post.

Lovat broke the deadlock on 
33 minutes following a free-hit 
outside the D. � e ball was played 
out to Greg Matheson who cleverly 
pulled the ball back to avoid Robert 
Mabon’s blocking challenge and 
the Scotland forward scored with a 
waist-high shot.

Kingussie equalised just four min-
utes later when Ruaridh Anderson 
scored from between the penalty 
spot and the D. � ere was a claim 
for o� side and referee Graham 
Cameron only awarded the goal 
a� er consulting with the goal judge. 

Kingussie just lacked that cutting 
edge though and they had to settle 
for going into the interval on level 
terms. 

It was a game of few clear chances 
and the winning goal came when 
Greg Matheson, as he has done 
several times this season, scored late 
in the game. Lovat were awarded 
a free-hit wide on the right on 82 
minutes. Manager Fraser Gallacher 
took the opportunity to throw both 
Lorne MacKay and Callum Cruden 
into the attack in place of Graeme 
MacMillan and � omas Fraser 
before the set-piece could be taken. 
Mark MacLachlan scooped the dead 
ball into the danger-area and, with 
Callum Cruden in attendance, Greg 
Matheson managed to steer the ball 
into the net despite falling as he did 
so.

Lovat are now four points behind 
Newtonmore with the same number 
of games played. 

Lochaber 2
Oban Camanachd 6
Oban Camanachd made it four 
successive wins when they beat 

Lochaber 6-2 in their 3pm throw up 
at Spean Bridge.

Oban Camanachd su� ered a blow 
on 10 minutes when Connor Howe 
was forced o�  with a hamstring 
problem. Howe must now be in 
doubt for the South U21 against the 
North U21 in this Saturday’s Caol 
Cup clash which is a 1pm start at 
Craigard. Craig MacDougall came 
on in his place.  

Scott MacMillan started up front 
for the Oban side and he gave them 
the lead on 15 minutes. MacMillan 
hit a 20-yard shot which came 
back o�  the post to the keeper’s 
right. � e ball came straight back 
to MacMillan who struck the ball 
towards almost the same spot but 
this time just inside the post, into 
the bottom corner of the net.

Lochaber drew level � ve minutes 
later when a ball down the le�  was 
played across to an unmarked Stuart 
Callison who was running in at the 
back post and he had time to line up 
his shot before scoring. 

Andrew MacCuish restored Oban 
Camanachd’s lead on 24 minutes. 
� ere was a scramble in the goal 
area and MacCuish ran in to score 
with MacCuish, the keeper and the 
ball all ending up in the back of the 
net. 

And MacCuish made it 3-1 with a 
superb � nish just a couple of min-
utes later. Scott MacMillan found 
MacCuish who ran away from his 
marker and his half-swing sent the 
ball into the top corner of the net 
from the Oban right.  

MacCuish almost had another as 
he took down a corner to score but 
the e� ort was ruled out for o� side 
on the advice of the goal judge so the 
visitors led 3-1 at the break. 

It was to prove to be a physical 
second half which threatened to boil 
over at times. 

Andrew MacCuish did complete 
his hat-trick � ve minutes a� er the 
restart. Scott MacMillan surged for-
ward and was sandwiched between a 
couple of Lochaber defenders inside 
the D. Referee Graham Cameron 
pointed to the spot and MacCuish 
sent the penalty bouncing into the 
net, beating the goalie on his le�  
side.  

Daniel MacVicar made it 5-1 on 63 
minutes when he ran round the de-
fence to get on the end of an Andrew 
MacCuish free-hit and MacVicar 
� red a waist-high shot home. 

Lochaber’s Shaun Nicolson 
was thwarted when Cameron 
Sutherland made a great save with 
his stick, keeping out Nicolson’s 
shoulder-high rocket shot.

Oban Camanachd defender Garry 
Lord had come o�  earlier in the half 
but he returned in the forward line 
for the closing stages when Andrew 
MacCuish had to come o�  with a cut 
mouth. 

And Lord made his mark when 

Daniel La� erty, who had also come 
o�  the bench, sent in a corner from 
the right and Garry Lord volleyed 
the ball into the net for what was a 
really good � nish.   

Lochaber had the � nal say deep 
into stoppage time when Shaun 
Nicolson turned his marker and 
crashed the ball into the top corner 
of the net from 15 yards. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Kilmallie 4 
Fort William 0
Kilmallie moved within touching 
distance of the Marine Harvest 
National Division title when they 
beat local rivals Fort William 4-0 
in their 3pm throw up at the Canal 
Parks

Fort William played well in the 
� rst half and it took a couple of good 
saves from Kilmallie keeper Shane 
Gillies to keep them at bay but it was 
Kilmallie who took a 1-0 lead into 
the interval with Liam Cameron 
scoring on 16 minutes. Cameron 
ran forward to dispose Fort William 
keeper Paul Mackay as he came 
out to the edge of his box and the 
Kilmallie man rolled it into the net.

Calum MacDougall made it 2-0 
on 57 minutes when he beat Alistair 
McRae to the ball on the edge of the 
box, took a touch and, from a tight 
angle, put the ball past the keeper.

Liam MacDonald played a one-two 
with Craig MacIsaac on the hour, 
leaving MacDonald unmarked 
around the penalty spot and he hit 
the ball into the roof of the net.

Daniel Stewart rounded o�  the 
win on 72 minutes. A Bryan Mackay 
shot was de� ected into the air and 
Daniel Stewart knocked the ball 
down past the keeper to make it 4-0.

Inveraray 5
Strathglass 0
Inveraray go second in the table 
a� er they beat Strathglass 5-0 at the 
Winterton.

� e home side included youngster 
Allan Cameron in their squad whilst 
Strathglass missed the suspended 
Josh Fraser.  

Lewis MacNicol scored from 
around the penalty spot on 10 min-
utes to give Inveraray the advantage. 
� e strike hit the keeper but the 
power of the shot took the ball over 
the line. 

Fraser Watt got a second on 15 
minutes with a shot into the bottom 
corner a� er a ball was played to the 
back post.

It was Watt again on the half-hour 
mark as he sent the ball into the bot-
tom corner of the goal from between 
the penalty spot and the D to make 
it 3-0 at the break. 

Fraser Watt completed his hat-

Kilmallie’s Calum MacDougall and Fort William’s Sean Cruikshank 
tussle for the ball during last weekend’s Lochaber National Division 
derby match. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.
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trick just � ve minutes into the 
second half when several players 
challenged for a high ball from a 
corner and the ball broke out to Watt 
who � red goalwards. � e keeper got 
a foot to the ball but it went into the 
roof of the net.

Garry McPherson made it 5-0 
with just 12 minutes remaining. 
MacPherson shot from an angle and 
the ball went low and hard past the 
keeper.

Inveraray are now a point ahead 
of third placed Fort William with 
both sides having two games to go. 
Glasgow Mid Argyll are also still in 
the mix and they have four games 
remaining. 

Beauly 1
Inverness 1
Beauly and Inverness drew 1-1 in 
their 6.30pm throw up at Braeview 
Park on � ursday August 23.

Beauly missed an early penalty but 
went on to dominate the 90 minutes. 

However it was Inverness who 
took the lead midway through the 
� rst half when Andy Reid charged 
down a clearance to score. 

It looked as if it just wouldn’t be 
Beauly’s day until Calum Flynn 
scored four minutes into injury time 
with the Inverness players claiming 
in vain for a free-hit in the lead up 
to the goal. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll A
Oban Celtic A
� e 12.30pm throw up between 
Glasgow Mid Argyll and Oban 
Celtic at Yoker was abandoned with 
GMA leading 3-0.

Referee Robert Baxter brought 
proceedings to an end early in the 
second half a� er his decision to send 
o�  Oban Celtic’s Callum MacLean 
was disputed. 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William 4 
Glengarry 2
� e match between the Fort 
William second team and Glengarry 
at An Aird was brought forward to 
� ursday August 23 with a 6.30pm 
throw up. 

Glengarry struck � rst with Nick 
Dalgety giving them an 18-minute 
lead. 

Lewis Morrison levelled on 28 
minutes and that’s the way it stayed 
until Fort William took a grip on the 
match late in the half. 

Jay MacLeod put the Fort ahead on 
44 minutes and then, on the stroke 
of half-time, referee Alex MacVicar 
awarded the Fort a penalty and 
Greig Kelly stepped up to score from 
the spot to make it 3-1 at the break.

� ere was no further scoring 
until late in the game. ’Garry’s 
Nick Dalgety got his second on 81 
minutes to make it 3-2 but there was 
to be no comeback as Grant Disher 
made it 4-2 just 3 minutes later. 

� e win takes Fort William to third 
place in the table, just two points 
behind second place Glengarry and 
with two games in hand. 

Skye Camanachd 4
Aberdeen University 1
Ross Gordon and Martin Pringle 
both scored a goal in each half as 
the Skye Camanachd second team 
overcame Aberdeen University 4-1 
in their 3pm throw up at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree.

Ross Gordon scored Skye’s opener 
on eight minutes and Martin 
Pringle’s 31-minute e� ort gave the 
Islanders a 2-0 interval lead.

Martin Pringle got his second 
and Skye’s third on 49 minutes and 
although Jamie Beaton pulled a goal 
back on 63 minutes, Ross Gordon 
got his second on 79 minutes to 
make the � nal score 4-1. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kyles Athletic 0 
Bute 0
� e top of the table clash between 
the Kyles Athletic second team 
and Bute at Tighnabruaich ended 
goalless. 

Bute went close to scoring on 
two occasions with Robert Walker 
hitting the post in the � rst half and 
an Iain McDonald strike coming 
back o�  the crossbar in the second 
period. 

Kyles stay a point ahead of Bute 
and both teams have four games to 
go including a return clash at � e 
Meadow. 

Lochside Rovers 7
Kilmory 0
Lochside Rovers were too strong 
for Kilmory, winning 7-0 in their 
1.30pm throw up at Ganavan.

Good wide play on the le�  from 
Michael MacQueen set up a chance 
for Lewis Buchanan on seven min-
utes and Buchanan scored from the 
penalty spot, sending the ball low 
and hard to the keeper’s right.  

Lewis Buchanan got his second on 
11 minutes, this time with a smart 
low � nish a� er good work from 
Euan Logan and Callum Kirsop to 
win possession by the corner � ag. 

Lennon Campbell blasted the ball 
into the roof of the net on 30 min-
utes following a � ne Callum Kirsop 
run and, with 10 � rst half minutes 
remaining, Euan Logan drove the 
ball into the corner of the net from 
around the penalty spot to make it 
4-0.

Lochside keeper Brian MacCallum 
was called into action before the 
break, tipping an Alister MacArthur 
shot over the bar with his stick.  

Lochside’s Lennon Campbell was 
sent o�  by referee Ewen MacDonald 
a� er a clash with Sandy Leiper 
and Campbell will now miss the 
Bullough Cup � nal. Scott Robertson 
came on and Lochside played with 
three forwards. 

Michael MacQueen made it 5-0 
just three minutes into the second 
half when he hit a low 30-yard shot 
from wide on the right past an un-
sighted keeper. 

Kilmory were then reduced to 11  
players when Sandy Leiper was sent 
o� .

Iain MacMillan played well in his 

� rst match back for Lochside follow-
ing a shoulder injury and he did well 
to � nd Ross MacMillan who played 
the ball to Lewis Buchanan and he 
squared to Michael MacQueen who 
� red home to make it 6-0 with 61 
minutes on the clock. 

Lochside saved the best until last 
with a magni� cent individual goal 
from Michael MacQueen. � ere 
seemed no danger when MacQueen 
gathered the ball by the corner � ag 
on the Lochside le�  but he � icked 
the ball over his marker and juggled 
the ball along the by-line as he made 
for goal. With the keeper coming o�  
his line, MacQueen, still with the 
ball in the air, lobbed the ball over 
the advancing goalie and into the 
net to complete his hat-trick and 
make it 7-0.  

� ird placed Lochside are now 
right back in title contention and 
they trail Bute by a point and leaders 
Kyles Athletic reserves by two points 
with all three teams having just four 
games to go. 

Col Glen 2
Aberdour 2
Aberdour scored twice in the last 15 
minutes to draw 2-2 with Col Glen at 
Glendaruel.

Col Glen had the better of the � rst 
half but all they had to show for their 
e� orts was a Connor Kennedy goal 
on 25 minutes.

Aberdour came close to an equal-
iser when Angus � orburn was 
denied by the keeper before Scott 
MacVicar put the hosts 2-0 ahead 
with just 20 minutes remaining. 

Angus � orburn halved the de� cit 
just � ve minutes later when he 
pushed the ball home. 

Roddy MacColl earned Aberdour 
a point when he ran in to score on 88 
minutes, making it 2-2. 

Taynuilt 3
Tayforth 3
Taynuilt and Tayforth shared the 
points in a match played at Ganavan 
Oban due to Taynuilt’s pitch being 
unavailable.  

Tayforth brought a full-strength 
team including Neil MacPhee, 
ex-Fort William, as they attempt to 
avoid relegation.  

Taynuilt started brightly but were 
shocked a� er six minutes when, in 

their � rst attack, Finlay Stark struck 
a low shot through a ruck of players 
which deceived keeper Brian Logan 
and � nished in the back of the net.  

Taynuilt continued to have their 
fair share of the game but their old 
failing of not taking their chances 
was still evident.  

Taynuilt made a change to their 
set up a� er 30 minutes, bringing 
on the veteran Stewart Scott to add 
some bite to their forward line, and 
this paid o�  as he equalised with a 
brilliant volley a� er 40 minutes.  

A minute later Taynuilt were in 
front when Scot Dempster reacted 
quickest to a loose ball to � ick it past 
keeper MacInnes to put the hosts 
ahead at half time.  

Tayforth must have been shell-
shocked to be behind but came 
storming out a� er the break and 
they drew level a� er 46 minutes. 
A free-hit was not cleared by the 
defence and Finlay Stark smashed 
the ball past Logan.  

Two minutes later Tayforth were 
back in front. Logan saved the 
initial shot but Sean Taylor put 
the rebound into the empty net to 
restore the lead.  

It looked as if Taynuilt were out of 
it as Tayforth started to dominate 
possession and looked to increase 
their lead but, a� er 70 minutes, 
that man Stewart Scott came to the 
rescue when he struck a 30-yard 
shot high past the keeper to bring 
Taynuilt level.  

Tayforth had a chance to win the 
game 10 minutes from time when 
they were awarded a penalty but 
Finlay Stark pulled the ball wide of 
the post.  

Taynuilt held out for the last few 
minutes and a draw was about the 
right result.  

� e game was well refereed by Alex 
MacVicar and both teams are to be 
congratulated on their e� orts.

Ballachulish 8
Inveraray 0
Ballachulish were relentless as they 
beat the Inveraray second team 8-0 
at the Jubilee Park.

Inveraray missed the experience 
of David MacPherson who was 
unavailable whilst youngster Allan 
Cameron was with the � rst team. 

Balla’ set an early marker with Alan 

Clark scoring on seven minutes. 
When referee John MacRitchie 

awarded the hosts a penalty on 18 
minutes, Duncan MacDonald made 
no mistake from the spot. 

Two goals late in the half gave Balla’ 
a 4-0 interval lead with Duncan 
MacDonald getting his second on 
43 minutes and Alan Clark doing 
like-wise on the stroke of half time. 

Duncan MacDonald took his tally 
to four goals with e� orts on 60 and 
64 minutes, either side of a 62-min-
ute Lorne Brown strike. 

Scott Henderson rounded o�  the 
scoring 10 minutes from time.

Balla’ are showing a bit of form; 
having now taken seven from the 
last eight available league points.   

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Beauly 0 
Caberfeidh 5
� e Caberfeidh seconds kept the 
pressure on league leaders Lovat 
seconds at the top of the league as 
they beat the Beauly seconds 5-0 in 
their 6.30pm throw up at Braeview 
Park on Wednesday August 22.

Ruaridh MacLeman scored 
twice with David Mellis, Colin 
MacLennan and Calum MacKinnon 
getting the others. 

Beauly’s cause wasn’t helped when 
keeper Lee Dunbar was sent o�  with 
more than 30 minutes remaining.

� e win li� ed Cabers into second 
place in the table, six points behind 
the Lovat seconds with a game in 
hand, ahead of the weekend � xtures. 

Lovat 2
Lochcarron 1
� e Lovat second team need just 
one more point to clinch the Marine 
Harvest North Division 2 title, and 
promotion to North 1, a� er they 
defeated Lochcarron 2-1 in their 
3pm throw up at Balgate.

Lovat started with Martin 
Mainland at full centre as he had 
served his one-match suspension 
earlier in the day. Lovat’s Chris 
Johnston featured in both matches, 
clocking up 180 minutes of shinty 
during the day.  

Lochcarron were without Sean 
MacCuish and Douglas MacKenzie 
whilst David Bauermeister was on 
the bench a� er injury.

Lochcarron keeper Iain Cameron 
stood between Lovat and an open-
ing goal when he made great saves 
from Cameron MacMillan on seven 
minutes and Raymond Rennie just 
10 minutes later.

But they made the breakthrough 
on 18 minutes. Cameron MacMillan 
collected a loose ball and he powered 
a back-hand strike high into the net 
to make it 1-0. 

Lochcarron then went on to enjoy 
a period of pressure with Crisdean 
Finlayson excellent in mid� eld and 
they levelled on 34 minutes when 
Neil Arnott latched onto a bouncing 
ball into the goal area and he vol-
leyed the ball into the net. 

Lovat full forward Raymond 
Rennie was having a great, physical 
battle with Lochcarron full back 

Taynuilt’s Chris Parr shows his ball skills during Taynuilt’s 3-3 draw 
with Tayforth at Ganavan last Saturday. Photo: Kevin McGlynn
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Win £2,500 with The Oban Times
One lucky reader could soon walk away with a guaranteed £2,500, 
courtesy of The Oban Times’ Spot the Shinty Ball competition.

Placing a cross exactly in the centre of the ball is necessary to win 
the jackpot.

However, should this not happen before Thursday September 6, 
when the prize pot reaches £5,000, then for that week only, we will 
o� er a one-o�  prize of £2,500 to whoever gets their cross closest to 
the ball. 

The remaining jackpot of £2,500 will carry on to the following 
week. So keep your eye on the jackpot in the coming weeks and 
good luck!

David MacCuish but there was 
nothing MacCuish could do to 
prevent Rennie scoring a magnif-
icent goal on 57 minutes. 

Rennie li� ed a long ball forward 
into the air and he turned and 
smashed the dropping ball into the 
net for a goal that deserved to win 
any game. 

Lochaber 5
Inverness 6
� e Lochaber second team scored 
� ve times but lost 6-5 to the 
Inverness second team in their 
noon throw up at Spean Bridge.

Lachlan Campbell grabbed a 
Lochaber hat-trick with Robbie 
Rydings and Keith Neville getting 
the others. 

Doubles from Jack Craig, Andy 
Reid and Rory MacLennan gave 
Inverness victory.  

Kilmallie 2 
Strathglass 0
� e Kilmallie colts beat the 
Strathglass colts 2-0 in their noon 
throw up at the Canal Parks.

� e goals came late in the game 
with Phillip Fyfe giving Kilmallie 
the lead on 77 minutes and 
Andrew Gibb making it 2-0 just 
three minutes later. 

Lewis Camanachd 2
Boleskine 4
Boleskine saw o�  a Lewis 
Camanachd � ght-back to win 4-2 
at Shawbost.

William MacKinnon gave 
Boleskine a 17-minute lead with 
what was the only goal of the � rst 
half. 

When referee Henry MacInnes 
awarded Boleskine a penalty on 63 
minutes, Stuart MacRae stepped 
up to score from the spot. 

Scott MacLeod pulled a Lewis 
goal back just a couple of minutes 
later and Stuart MacRitchie made 
it 2-2 on 66 minutes.  

Ross Anderson put Boleskine 
back in front on 69 minutes 
and they remained 3-2 ahead 
until 90 minutes when William 
MacKinnon scored his second goal 
of the game to make it 4-2.

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Strachur 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Strachur clinched the Marine 
Harvest South Division 2 title, 
and promotion to Marine Harvest 
South Division 1, following their 
2-1 win over the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll reserves at Strachurmore.

GMA led 1-0 at the break with 
John Angus Gillies scoring on 33 
minutes. 

Ian MacLennan drew Strachur 
level with a goal a couple of min-
utes into the second half. 

And that’s the way it stayed 
until � ve minutes from time when 
Strachur’s James Roy scored the 
goal that clinched the title. 

Oban Celtic P
Bute P
� e meeting between the Oban 
Celtic seconds and the Bute sec-
onds at Ganavan has been resched-
uled for Saturday September 8.

Women’s Camanachd Association
cup � nal day - preview
It’s the Women’s Camanachd Association Cup Final day at the Dell, 
Kingussie on Saturday September 1. 

First up is the Marine Harvest Challenge Cup Final between Inverness 
and Glenurquhart. 

� e sides have met twice in the league this season. � e Glen, who 
include new Scotland cap Donna MacKenzie as well as Hazel Hunter 
and Abi Stoddart, won on both occasions and they start the � nal as 
favourites. Hannah Johnston and Katie McMillan feature for Inverness. 

� row up is at 1.45pm. 
� e main event is the Marine Harvest Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup 

Final between holders Skye Camanachd and 2013 winners Badenoch. 
� e teams have met just once this season with Lorna MacRae’s double 
helping Skye to a 3-1 win at the Dell.  

� e sides are also contesting the Marine Harvest National Division 
1 title. Skye currently have a four-point advantage although Badenoch 
have a game in hand.  

Lorna MacRae and Caitlin MacLean will be key to Skye’s chances with 
the more experienced Sarah Corrigall always an in� uence. 

Kirsty Deans, Elizabeth MacGregor and Zoe Reid are important to 
Badenoch’s chances.   

For the � rst time, this year’s � nal will be broadcast live on BBC ALBA. 
� row up is at 4.05pm. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty 
Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of 
the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£4950
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
M Adkins
Duncan Road, Helensburgh
M Mitchell
Nelson Street, Dunoon



SPORT
INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Newtonmore defeat Kingussie 
in Sutherland Cup � nal
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SEA KAYAKING� e ninth Oban Sea Kayak 
Race took place on Saturday 
August 25 starting at 1pm 
from Oban Bay.

� e race is the biggest sea 
kayak competition in the UK 
and attracts the top names 
from around the world to take 
part.

Forty-six kayakers took 
part this year in calm, sunny 
conditions, with the Oban 
lifeboat in attendance to start 
the race. 

� e men’s Champion and 
overall winner was Duncan 
Capps CBE Hants in a time 
of 01:41:54 and the Ladies 
Champion was Lizelle Kemp 
Dunbar with a PB of 01:52:24

Since its inaugural race in 
2010, the organisers have 
donated more than £16,000 to 

Round Kerrera kayak race
Oban’s RNLI lifeboat through 
the continuous support from 
local business and the pro-
ceeds raised from entries to 
the event. � e race wouldn’t 
be able to continue without 
the hard work of the organis-
ing team, who give their time 
freely to make this event the 
success it has become.

� ese include those behind 
the scenes making tea and 
home baking, organising the 
website and admin, facilities 
for the weekend and race day, 
ensuring emergency services 
and port authorities have 
been noti� ed and last, but not 
least, the RIBs and crews that 
give up their time and own 
expenses providing safety 

cover for all the kayakers who 
take part in one of the most 
challenging, beautiful and 
exposed kayak races in the 
UK. 

Next year, the event will 
have its 10th anniversary. � e 
organisers would like this to 
be even bigger, but need the 
support of the whole town of 
Oban to embrace the event 
and really put the town on the 
map. Organisers ask that folk 
put Saturday August 24, 2019 
in their diaries to help out.  

Duncan Capps - fastest 
man with a time of 
01:41:54.

Ladies’ winner Lizelle Kemp entering the bay. She � nished 
in a time of 01:52:24

Oban Lifeboat starts the 2018 Round Kerrera kayak race. Photographs: Stephen Lawson

Winners with their trophies. 

Gus Brydon, one of the race 
organisers crosses the � nish line.
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Britain's youngest steam 
train driver, Matthew 
Earnshaw, 30, right, with 
Fort William's Lewis 
MacLean, 19, the youngest 
quali� ed steam � reman in 
Britain, took charge of the 
afternoon Jacobite steam 
train service – immor-
talised as the 'Hogwarts 
Express' in the Harry 
Potter movies – for the 
� rst time this week. Turn 
to page � ve to read how 
their dreams came true. 
Photograph: Johnpaul Peebles, 
Abrightside Photography.

A 24-strong group of fed-up 
residents from the Plantation 
estate in Fort William met 
senior Lochaber councillor 
Andrew Baxter this week to 
express their frustration over 
the state of the area.

Among the issues discussed 
with Mr Baxter, council-
lor for Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan, as well as be-
ing chairman of the Highland 
Council committee responsible 
for housing, were anti-social 
behaviour, the use of commu-
nity wardens and areas waiting 
to be tidied up or repaired.

But the biggest bone of 
contention was properties suf-
fering from dark staining and 
algae growth to their exterior 
walls.

Lochaber Housing Asso-
ciation (LHA), together with 
private owners and Highland 
Council, successfully accessed 
CESP (Community Energy 
Saving Programme) funding to 
apply external wall insulation 
to the properties in 2013. But 

Residents voice concern 
over state of Plantation

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

a number of properties have 
since developed ugly dark 
staining to their outside walls.

In December, LHA told the 
Lochaber Times it planned to 
tackle the problem of stained 
walls at some of the properties 
it owns on the estate following 
the New Year.

However, other non-LHA 
residents say they have had no 
success in getting any remedial 
action to resolve the problems.

One resident who attended 
Monday night’s gathering said 
people were generally ‘fed up’ 
with the state of the estate.

‘People have been expressing 
concerns and disappointment 
over the state and appearance 
of parts of the Plantation hous-
ing scheme for some time now,' 
she said.

‘� e eyesore issue is the state 
of the stained cladding on 
some of the properties. 

‘� e cladding was supposed 

to have a 10-year guarantee but 
it looks dreadful.

‘� e problem seems to be the 
covering that was applied to 
the cladding. 

‘We wanted to get someone to 
talk to us about that and a ra�  
of other issues.

‘� ere are problems like the 
crumbling retaining walls in 
Kennedy Road, broken fences, 
places where the steps are bro-
ken and other things that need 
dealt with.’

� e woman said residents 
were grateful to Mr Baxter for 
agreeing to host the meeting, 
adding: ‘We were really pleased 
he came along and the meeting 
was well attended.’

� e woman said Mr Baxter 
had explained about the results 
of a Rate Our Estate survey 
carried out in June.

‘� at was interesting but 
none of us knew anything
             Continued on page two.

Councillor listens as 
frustration grows

‘Hogwarts 
Express’ gets 
UK’s youngest 
steam       
train crew

W I N 
A GUARANTEED 
£2,500 
with spot the ball
see page 63 for full details 

W I N 
W E E K E N D 

T I C K E T S
to Bowfest 2018
see page 37 for full details 

W I N
2 TICKETS
to Lisa McHugh
Corran Halls, Oban
see page 39 for full details 
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Continued from page one.
about it being done at the time.’ 

Mr Baxter told the Lochaber 
Times the meeting had been 
useful and productive.

‘We discussed how we can 
use the new Rate Our Estate 
programme, successfully 
trialled in Claggan, to bring 
together all those responsible 
for looking a� er the estate,’ he 
said.

‘It’s complicated when there 
is a tangle of di� erent organi-
sations responsible for di� erent 
areas. For many, the most 
important discussion was the 
continuing concerns about the 
external cladding installed to 
houses several years ago – the 
quality of workmanship and 
the unsightly staining that has 
appeared.

‘It’s di�  cult for private 
homeowners to � nd redress for 
these problems, with no-one 
acknowledging responsibility.

‘Is it the energy companies, 
government or the contractors? 
� at’s why I o� ered to seek our 
MSP’s help and assistance in 
getting answers about what 
was a government-backed 
scheme.’

Plans to erect a canopy above 
Cameron Square in Fort 
William have taken a knock 
as Highland Council said it 
would be ‘unable to recom-
mend’ the group’s plans.

Fort William Town Team 
(FWTT) resurrected its am-
bitions to build a permanent 

Highland Council is await-
ing planning approval for 
proposals to turn its former 
Fort William o�  ce building, 
Lochaber House, into � ats.

� e council plans to convert 
the existing o�  ce space on 
the � rst, second and third 
� oors of the o�  ce block into 
15 residential � ats.

Highland Council has 
responded to concerns that 
burials are not taking place 
soon enough a� er people 
have died.

One man who contacted the 
Lochaber Times recently said 
it had been two weeks before 
a family funeral could be 

Council rejects plans 
for Cameron Square

retractable canopy across 
the busy square earlier this 
year a� er members’ original 
ideas were turned down by 
the planning department last 
year.

� e latest design com-
prised a retractable ‘goal-
post’-shaped structure con-
creted into Cameron Square, 
from which two folding-arm 
awnings can be extended to 

provide shelter. However, 
at a recent meeting, FWTT 
volunteers and committee 
members were informed of 
Highland Council’s response 
to their latest bid.

It was reported Christine 
Millard of Highland 
Council’s planning depart-
ment said she would be ‘un-
able to recommend approval 
of the proposal’. However, the 

council ‘remains supportive 
of the principle of a covered 
space at Cameron Square’.

FWTT member Sarah 
Kennedy has arranged a 
meeting with the council 
roads department to discuss 
the plans further.

Mrs Kennedy also said she 
had been in discussion with 
Angus MacDonald, the new 
proprietor of the former cin-

ema building in the square, 
who plans to demolish the 
existing structure and build 
a modern cinema. Mrs 
Kennedy said Mr MacDonald 
would ‘not be keen’ to have a 
canopy design that obscures 
the front of the building.

FWTT is now drawing 
up alternative designs for a 
more permanent retractable 
canopy.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Highland Council responds to burial delay concerns
held due to the council only 
digging one grave a day.

Responding, Highland 
Council explained: ‘In 
Lochaber, we have a burial 
squad of two men who pre-
dominantly do all our burial 
works.

‘Due to the logistics and size 

of Lochaber it is not always 
possible to do more than one 
burial a day. 

‘For instance, if we have six 
burials a week that means six 
lairs have to be opened, so 
opening a lair in one ceme-
tery and then closing a lair 
in another cemetery can be a 

full day’s work for the squad 
due to distances having to be 
travelled.

‘If we get a request for two 
burials in the one day, we look 
at the travel time involved and 
how logistically possible it is. 
If the cemeteries are close by 
and the times being requested 

are su�  cient to allow us to 
travel in between services, 
then we will do our best to 
accommodate the requests.

‘All requests are looked 
at separately when they are 
requested and we try 100 
per cent to accommodate all 
timeously.’

Concern 
over state of 
Plantation

Lochaber House, which ad-
joins the recently renovated 
Tweedale buildings on the 
town’s High Street, has been 
closed since May following 
the relocation of council de-
partments to the new Charles 
Kennedy Building.

� e new council building 
at the former secondary 

school opposite West End 
car park on Achintore Road 
was named a� er former MP 
for Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
Charles Kennedy, who died 
in 2015.

� e project has breathed 
new life into the listed former 
school building which had 
lain empty for 25 years.

Lochaber House.

Plans to convert former 
council building into � ats
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Bidding went wild for the 
Runrig-signed shinty shirt 
put up for auction last week 
by musician and broadcaster 
Gary Innes.

With bids coming in from 
across the world, including 
a Skye man struggling with 
his wi�  in Albania, bidding 
closed this week for the shirt 
worn by Gary on stage at 
Runrig’s Last Dance shows 
and signed by the legendary 
band once the � nal curtain 
came down.

Bidding reached a 
phenomenal £4,232. A� er 
eBay takes its percentage, 
this leaves £3,809 which 
Gary is donating to help 
develop youth shinty.

Highland-born accordi-

onist and founding member 
of Mánran, Gary had the 
honour of joining Runrig 
as part of their Last Dance 
� nale shows in Stirling, to 
perform as part of their 
famous shinty song Clash of 
the Ash.

Gary said: ‘I’ve been 
completely blown away by 
the amount of money the 
strip has generated for youth 
shinty. However, it is not a 
surprise there has been so 
much interest as I’ve never 
known a band to have a 
fanbase like Runrig does.

‘� is money will go a long 
way to help youth shinty and 
its development, which will 
be fantastic for the sport and 
its future. A huge thanks 

again to the Runrig lads 
for signing the shirt – true 
advocates of Scottish culture 
to the end.’

Gary was the front-cover 
image and poster boy for 
Runrig’s penultimate album, 
Everything you see, in 
2007 and has subsequently 
joined the band on many 
occasions to perform Clash 
of the Ash since � rst taking 
to the stage with them in 
Drumnadrochit in 2007.

While on stage both 
nights, Gary sported his 
No 9 Scotland captain 
shinty strip he wore at the 
last Scotland win at Croke 
Park as part of the 2010 
shinty/hurling international 
meet. 

BB recruitment 
evening in Fort

Music Shed choir 
gets back on song

Bidding goes wild for Runrig-signed shinty shirt
The 2nd Fort William Boys’ 
Brigade are hosting a re-
cruitment evening on Friday 
August 31 in Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall at 
7pm. The event is for all boys 
from primary two to seven 
and above. There is a lot to 
do and interesting activities 
to enjoy so come along and 
bring your friends. Do you 
have a special skill? Come 
and share it.

The Music Shed Community 
Choir restarts rehearsals on 
Tuesday September 4 in St 
Andrew’s Church Hall, Fort 
William, at 7.30pm. You do 
not need to read music and 
there are no auditions. The 
only quali� cation is to enjoy 
singing. The choir is always 
looking for new members 
so go along and join the 
fun. For further information, 
contact Valerie on 700008.

Fears are growing the historic 
Kilmallie Parish Church at 
Corpach might be forced to 
close because of dwindling 
attendances.

Kilmallie Parish trustees 
have now sent out a newsletter 
to parishioners urging them 
to start attending the church 
more regularly to help swell 
congregation numbers as a 
way of staving o�  any threat 
to its survival.

� is year’s General 
Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland saw delegates 
told there were ‘too many 
presbyteries, unevenly dis-
tributed with many already 
unsustainable’.

In their newsletter, trustees 
say their local presbytery – 
Lochaber – is doing better 
than most with seven of its 
eight charges having min-
isters, with the eighth due 
to get a minister in the near 
future.

However, there is a problem 
in that, of the 15 congrega-
tions, only Duncansburgh 

MacIntosh in Fort William 
can a� ord to pay its way 
with the rest being heavily 
subsidised by a small number 
of ‘better-o� ’ congregations.

‘� at can’t go on forever, 
and arguably it shouldn’t,’ 
stated the Kilmallie trustees.

� ere are three places of 
worship in Kilmallie Parish 
– Corpach (Kilmallie Parish 
Church), Caol and St Ciaran’s 
at Achnacarry – but since 
the latter is maintained by a 
separate trust, only the other 
two are at risk.

Kilmallie trustees say only 
three linking options look 
feasible, but given the dis-
tances between the churches, 
the least problematic solution 
would be to link Kilmallie 
Parish with Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh.

� e trustees add: ‘So if the 
Church of Scotland decides 
to keep the parish system, 
but that presbyteries will get 
fewer ministers, Lochaber 
will have to decide to link 
or unite Kilmallie and Dun-
cansburgh MacIntosh.’

And if Kilmallie Parish 
was to be linked with 

Duncansburgh MacIntosh, 
either the church at Corpach 
or the church at Caol would 
face closure as it would be 
di�  cult to make the � nancial 
case for keeping two churches 
west of the River Lochy.

Trustees say it is Kilmallie 
Parish Church at Corpach 
that is most vulnerable  given 
access di�  culties and, above 
all, that on many Sundays 
there are only a dozen wor-
shippers present.

And they warned: ‘So we – 
the elders and elected board 
members who comprise the 
trustees of Kilmallie – now 
� nd we must consider closing 
Corpach Church.’

� e trustees close the 
newsletter by urging more 
members to attend regularly 
and call on other local people 
to join the congregation.

Contacted for a comment, 
a Church of Scotland spokes-
man told the Lochaber Times: 
‘Decisions on the church 
estate lie with Lochaber 
Presbytery.

‘� ere is no agreed plan 
to close any churches in 
Lochaber Presbytery.’

Fears grow 
Kilmallie 
Church   
could close

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Gary Innes with his signed strip which has raised 
thousands for youth shinty development. S U B S C R I B E

www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions



Lochaber Times
Thursday 30 August 20184  NEWS

LT

Train carriages operating 
on the world-famous West 
Highland Line have been 
vandalised.

ScotRail workers found 
a train carriage had been 
covered in gra�ti when they 
started their shi� on the 
morning of �ursday August 
9. �is would prove to be the 
�rst incident in a three-week 
spate of vandalism on the 
trains carried at the platform 
at Mallaig.

VIEW FROM The Chamber

Dragons’ Glen is back for 
its ��h year and once again 
there is £10,000 up for grabs.

You can use the funding 
for a new idea or to invest 
in something that will be a 
game-changer for your exist-
ing business. �e competition 
is open to all Lochaber resi-
dents over the age of 16.

If you’ve got an idea, don’t 
miss out on the chance to 
have a go. Inspired by the for-
mat of the famous TV show, 
Dragons’ Glen is a highlight 
of Lochaber Ideas Week.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce is delighted to 
present such an accessible 
business competition that 
celebrates creativity and in-
novation for the community. 
But before the evening event, 

we need your entries. Don’t 
be shy or think you’re not 
suitable. �e application is 
simple and we’re always on 
the look out for something 
di�erent.

Our dragons - Angus 
MacDonald, Emma Parton, 
Andy Meldrum and Ali 
MacLeod - have an enor-
mous amount of business 
experience between them. 
From successful start-ups in 
publishing and soap-making, 
to running a mountain resort 
and sourcing funding for 

international projects, they 
are savvy in assessing what is 
going to work.

Our dragons are ready to 
inspire the next generation 
of entrepreneurs here in the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK – 
so what are you waiting for? 
Get your thinking caps on 
and enter online by Friday 
September 14 for your chance 
to make your big idea a 
reality.

�e competition forms part 
of Lochaber Ideas Week, 
which is aimed at inspiring 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in Lochaber.

To �nd out more about 
Lochaber Ideas Week or to 
enter Dragons’ Glen, visit 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk 
or call Lisa on 01397 705765.

Dragon’s Glen returns with £10,000 jackpot

Islanders on Tiree and Coll 
are objecting to plans to har-
vest sea kelp from west coast 
waters.

Ayr-based Marine 
Biopolymers Ltd (MBL) 
is applying to the Scottish 
Government for a �ve-year 
licence to ‘sustainably harvest 
wild kelp’, or Laminaria hy-
perborea, to extract natural 
polymers for uses in foods 
and pharmaceuticals, in 
seas inside the Western Isles 
from the Firth of Lorn to 
Stornoway.

MBL hopes to harvest 

Sta� and volunteers from 
Caol-based Lochaber 
Sensory Care (LSC) for sight 
and hearing support will 
be visiting Mallaig Medical 
Centre between 1.30pm and 
3pm on Tuesday September 
4. The LSC team will o�er 
support and advice to those 
with a sight or hearing 
loss. They will also retube 
and maintain hearing aids, 
including supplying NHS 
batteries as required. No 
appointment is necessary.

Lochaber Music for All is 
holding its annual general 
meeting on Wednesday Sep-
tember 5 at 7.30pm in Spean 
Bridge Primary School.

Lochaber Local History 
Society  welcomes back 
local historian Iain Rose, 
who will talk on 'Living in 
the Highlands 1740' at 8pm 
on Thursday September 
6, at the Ben Nevis Hotel. 
Everyone welcome. Iain will 
o�er a picture of life about 
Fort William nearly 300 years 
ago.

This winter, talks will 
include Iron Age burials, cup 
marks, new pictures of the 
construction of the Mallaig 
line and a debate on where 
the standard was raised at 
Glen�nnan.

Kilmallie Singers start its 
new season on Thursday 
September 6 in Kilmallie 
Church of Scotland Hall, 
Caol, at 8pm. A brief annual 
general meeting will be 
followed by a sing-a-long 
led by conductor Catherine 
Cameron. New members are 
welcome. It is not necessary 
to read music. Just come 
along and sing.

up to 1,300 tonnes in wet 
weight the �rst year, rising to 
29,800 tonnes in year �ve, the 
minimum required per year 
to be commercially viable. It 
also needs to yield at least 5kg 
per square metre, and these 
densities only occur close to 
shore.

It would leave ‘over 99 per 
cent’ of the ‘abundant’ species, 
estimated to be 19.7 million 
tonnes. ‘In any given year, 
the area that would require 
harvesting to provide 30,000 
tonnes wet weight would be 
around 20km squared. Such 

an area is equivalent to the 
footprint of seabed trawled by 
a single large scallop dredger 
over one month.’

Kelp would be harvested 
year-round by purpose-built 
vessels, which would ‘trawl’ 
a ‘comb-like’ head through 
the beds half a metre above 
the rocks, in an e�ort to avoid 
harvesting juvenile plants. 
‘No harvest block will be 
re-harvested for a period of 
around �ve years to allow 
for full recovery of the kelp 
resource.’

Coll Community Council 

convener Paula Smalley 
said up to 50 people on the 
200-strong island had raised 
concerns so far. ‘Sea kelp is 
our natural line of defence 
against storm waves,’ she said. 
‘It is proven to reduce wave 
height by 30 to 40 per cent. 
Kelp forest provides food and 
shelter for all sorts of marine 
species. �is is like a �oating 
version of a JCB. �ere will 
not be any discrimination 
between species. We do not 
know how long it will take to 
regrow. �ere have not been 
adequate studies.

‘We do not have a problem 
with hand harvesting sea 
kelp, because that is sustaina-
ble. We are planning a public 
meeting at the beginning of 
next month.’

Dr John Holliday, convener 
of Tiree Community Council, 
added: ‘�e island is sur-
rounded by some of the larg-
est kelp forests in Scottish wa-
ters. At the same time, Tiree’s 
sandy beaches are vulnerable 
to erosion. �e community 
council has won an extension 
until September 15 to reply to 
Marine Scotland.’

Islanders oppose kelp plan WHAT’S ON

West Highland trains vandalised

A ScotRail train was targeted by gra�ti artists. 

�e attacks happened at 
the end of the line in Mallaig 
over three nights while the 
carriages were parked at the 
station. Damage included a 
pink, green and blue gra�ti 
‘tag’ which covered a large 
part of one of the coaches.

Friends of the West 
Highland Lines (FWHL) said 
the attacks could put extra 
pressure on the busy route 
and the group has called for 
better CCTV coverage to 
deter the vandals, especially 
since some of the vandalism 
was carried out where the sta-
tion’s cameras do not cover.

British Transport Police 
(BTP) o�cers have since 
increased patrols at Mallaig 
and appealed for witnesses.

FWHL chairman Doug 
Carmichael said: ‘It is thought 
to be a �rst for this scenic line. 
Apparently, CCTV cameras 
do not cover the far side of 
the platform where the van-
dals struck. It’s remarkable 

gra�ti o�en seen on trains 
in large cities has reached 
the far west. Mindless acts 
of vandalism like this mean 
coaches are not now available 
for the peak summer services 
on the greatest scenic railway 
in Europe. Let’s hope the cul-
prits are caught quickly and 
ScotRail erects more CCTV 
cameras, operational at even 
the small stations.’

Mr Carmichael was told by 
ScotRail it was ‘very unusual’ 
for trains on the line to be 
vandalised and the carriages 
have been taken out of service 
to be cleaned.

A British Transport Police 
spokeswoman said: ‘We are 
investigating three incidents. 
All the incidents occurred 
in the early hours of Sunday 
August 9, Monday August 
20 and Tuesday August 21. 
O�cers are increasing patrols 
in the area and are appealing 
for anyone with information 
to come forward.’
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Police are appealing for infor-
mation following an incident 
on the A82 in Lochaber on 
Monday August 27.

� e incident, near Loch Ba, 
north of Bridge of Orchy, at 
around 4.45pm, involved 
a Dacia Sandero car and a 
female pedestrian, 41, who 
su� ered serious injuries and 
was airli� ed to the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital, Glasgow. 
Her condition is not believed 
to be life-threatening. � e 
road was closed until around 
11pm for an investigation.

Road Policing Sergeant 
Ewan Calder said: ‘We are 
working to establish the cir-
cumstances of this collision 
and would ask any witnesses 
who have not yet spoken to 
police to come forward as 
soon as possible.

‘� anks to the public for 
their patience and co-opera-
tion while the road was closed 
on Monday evening.’

Anyone with information 
should contact Police 
Scotland on 101, quoting 
incident 2618 of August 27 or 
reference NP3477/18.

When Matthew Earnshaw 
joined West Coast Railways 
as a volunteer 12 years ago, 
he had no inkling that one 
day he would end up in the 
engine cab of Lochaber’s 
world famous Jacobite steam 
locomotive - even less so that 
he would become Britain’s 
youngest steam train driver.

Matthew, 30, from 
Guisborough in North 
Yorkshire, has always had 
a fascination for trains and 
jumped at the chance to be 
near them by helping to clean 
and tidy the carriages as a 
volunteer.

A� er a while, he realised 
he could get a job with the 
company which operates 
steam trains and vintage 
locomotives all over Britain, 
taking on the paid role of 
cleaning the engines as well 
as the carriages.

Five years ago he climbed 
on to the footplate as � reman, 
learning the tricks of the 
trade alongside experienced 
drivers, shovelling just the 
right amount of coal into the 
� re to keep the steam � owing 
e�  ciently, while mastering 
the equally important role 
of cooking breakfast for his 
fellow crew on the � reman’s 
shovel -  ensuring the bacon 
and sausages were exactly to 
the driver’s taste.

Having excelled at these 
‘black arts’ and passing ex-
ams, Matthew � nally got the 

Police appeal 
after A82 crash 
involving 
pedestrian

Unique a� ordable housing 
challenges faced by rural 
areas topped the agenda when 
the Scottish Government’s 
housing minister last week 
visited Lochaber.

Kevin Stewart joined 
constituency MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch Kate 
Forbes on a visit to a� ordable 
homes projects on Skye, 
Kyle of Lochalsh and Fort 
William.

Ms Forbes, who last week 
completed a month-long 
summer tour of her vast 
constituency, said housing 
continued to be a pressing 
need for people across the 
Highlands and that she was 
keen to � nd solutions ‘to 
reverse the trends of recent 
years’.

She added she was pleased 
the Scottish Government’s 
housing minister recognised 

chance to go for the ultimate 
job in steam – the engine 
driver, qualifying only last 
week not only as the youngest 
steam quali� ed driver on the 
railway, but also in Britain.

He said: ‘� is is a great feel-
ing and I have achieved my 
ultimate ambition.  When I 
started as a volunteer I didn’t 
even think I could get a job on 
the railway, far less become a 
driver. I just love it and to 
work on the West Highland 
Line as well - it’s like my 
wildest dream come true.’

In his � nal test, Matthew 
was joined on the footplate 
by a steam engine driving 
examiner from West Coast 
Railways, who watched his 
every move for two days.

His � rst closely observed 
task was to take charge of the 
morning Jacobite service to 
Mallaig and back, then next 
day to do the same on the 
a� ernoon service.

Having successfully com-
pleted both trips, he was 
awarded a pass certi� cate, 
making him the youngest 
fully quali� ed steam driver 
in Britain. Next day he was 
assigned the a� ernoon train 
on the prestigious ‘Harry 
Potter’ line, only to � nd some 
humourous members of the 
crew had placed green ‘P’ 
plates, for a new driver on the 
front and sides of the engine.

He was joined in the cab by 
19-year-old Lewis MacLean 
from Fort William, who is 
the youngest quali� ed steam 
� reman in Britain, passing 
his exams only last year. 

Neither were born when 
steam engines powered along 
the mainline railway, but 
their youthful enthusiasm 
will ensure many will enjoy 
the thrill of steam well into 
the future.

Matthew Earnshaw, 30, 
the newest and youngest 
steam train driver in 
Britain, in the cab of The 
Jacobite this week. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Britain’s youngest driver takes 
control of Jacobite steam train

MSP keen for solutions on housing
the unique challenges in rural 
areas.

Ms Forbes said: ‘I invited 
the housing minister to the 
constituency because of the 
critical need for a� ordable 
housing. 

‘I’ve just come to the end of 
my summer tour and so many 
people raised it with me.

‘Yes, we need to build more 
a� ordable homes and that is 
happening with 200 new af-
fordable homes being built in 
Skye and Lochalsh and triple 
that planned for Lochaber.

‘But we need to protect 
these homes from being 
turned into holiday homes 
or being sold at market rates 
which are beyond the reach 
of local families.

‘Without intervention, 
we are at risk of losing key 
employees, young families 
and jeopardising entire in-

dustries which can’t recruit 
for lack of housing.

‘I know the housing min-
ister recognises the need. 
� at’s why he has a target of 
50,000 new a� ordable homes 
over the course of this parlia-
mentary term and why he is 
visiting the constituency.

‘It’s a very di�  cult nut to 
crack but I’m under no illu-
sions as to the seriousness of 
the issue.

‘I’m delighted the housing 
minister has travelled to the 
West Highlands and I hope 
together we can identify 
solutions that will reverse the 
trends we’ve seen in recent 
years.’

Ms Forbes and Mr Stewart 
also met with Marine 
Harvest representatives 
and Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce members during 
their tour.

by Iain Ferguson
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Sunart Community 
Company is celebrating a� er 
being awarded £41,000 from 
the Scottish Land Fund to 
help its bid to buy and run the 
former visitor information 
centre in Strontian.

� e award is one of 15 in 
Scotland, part of £1,903,516 
from the Scottish Land 
Fund, announced as part of 
Community Land Week 2018 
organised by the Scottish 
Government Community 
Land Team and Community 
Land Scotland.

SCC is the only Lochaber 
group to receive an award in 
this round.

� e centre was closed last 
autumn by VisitScotland, 
which switched resources to 
increasingly popular online 
services, leaving the area 
without an information cen-

� e second Lochaber Ladies Who Lunch 
event, in aid of Marie Curie, will take place 
at Ben Nevis Distillery and Visitor Centre on 
Saturday September 8.

Last year’s event raised more than £1,600 
but the group of � ve fundraisers hopes to beat 
that this year. Local businesses Shiel Buses, 
HWEnergy and Corrie Construction have al-
ready sponsored the event to the tune of £650.

� e ladies will enjoy a glass of bubbly on 
arrival, a distillery tour, two-course lunch 
with co� ee and entertainment during the 
a� ernoon. As last year, there will be a fun 
game or two, a huge ra�  e with prizes donated 
from businesses and individuals throughout 

Lochaber and, for the � rst time, a silent 
auction.

� is includes two tickets to Paul McCartney 
in Glasgow in December with return rail 
travel included – starting bid £190; a ski pass 
for Glencoe Mountain Resort worth £250; two 
Jacobite Steam train tickets; Claire Innes art-
work; a day tandem hire and a doggy goodie 
bundle.

Tickets sold out immediately a� er last year’s 
success but if any local businesses would like 
to sponsor the event or donate prizes the group 
can be emailed at lochaberfundraisinggroup.
mariecurie@outlook.com.

Joan MacKintosh.

Centre bid boosted by 
land fund’s £41,000

Two of the organisers, Phylis Bennett, left, and Joan Mackintosh with Ben Nevis Distillery 
Visitor Centre chef Richard Szabo. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Ladies who lunch serve up second event

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

tre and the loss of a seasonal 
job.

But the community decided 
to take matters into its own 
hands. Denise Anderson, 
chairwoman of Sunart 
Community Council, was 
delighted with the news.

‘We held a meeting on 
the day the closure was 
announced and immediately 
asked the community com-
pany to pursue a community 
buyout because the building 
provides an important focal 
point for visitors arriving 

onto the peninsula via the 
Corran Ferry,’ she told the 
Lochaber Times.

John Tyldsley, chairman 
of Sunart Community 
Company, explained: ‘We ha-
ven’t got the property yet, but 
we’ll keep our � ngers crossed. 
� e Land Fund award allows 
us to begin negotiations on a 
cash o� er with VisitScotland. 
We’ve had to jump through 
hoops to register our interest 
in the property, which includ-
ed holding an extra-ordinary 

The former visitor centre is to be the target of a communi-
ty buy-out.

general meeting in February 
at which the community gave 
its full backing and set up a 
petition.’

If the building can be 
bought, SCC will form a 
partnership with Sunart, 
Morvern, Moidart, Ardgour, 
Ardnamurchan Tourist 
Association (SMMAATA), 
whose volunteers will keep 
part of the building well 
stocked with lea� ets, what’s 
on information and comple-
mentary maps.

Michelle Hilder, chair-
woman of SMMAATA, 
commented: ‘Hopefully the 
buy-out can now proceed and 
we look forward to helping 
re-open the centre, which 
acts an important gateway to 
the area.’

Last week the Lochaber 
Times reported how local 
MSP Kate Forbes had also 
welcomed news of the grant 
and was hoping to meet with 
some of those involved.

‘Hopefully the 
buy-out can now 
proceed and we 
look forward to 
helping re-open the 
centre, which acts 
as an important 
gateway to the area.’

Fort cadets 
seek new 
recruits and 
adult helpers 
Fort William’s detachment 
of the Army Cadet Force is 
seeking new recruits and 
adult volunteers.

� e Army Cadet Force is a 
voluntary youth organisation 
providing 12 to 18- year-olds 
the opportunity to take 
part in activities based on a 
military syllabus and other 
activities including adven-
ture training, � rst aid and 
community events, national 
sports competitions and 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
- all while gaining life skills.

� ere is no joining fee, no 
weekly subscription fees, no 
cost for uniform (except for 
boots) and minimal cost for 
weekend activities.

� e detachment is looking 
for more adult volunteers to 
provide a greater range of 
opportunities for the Fort 
William cadets.

� e detachment meets 
on Wednesday nights from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm on Cro�  
Road, Fort William.
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Open Morning
Saturday 29 September, 10am until 1pm

Join us at our Open Morning and find out  
how Lomond School can help your child 
achieve their full potential.

Weekly and Flexi-Boarding options available from age 9.

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | lomondschool.com

To confirm your attendance, please contact us: 
T: +44 (0)1436 672476 
E: admissions@lomondschool.com

A great place
to live and learn

A great place to live and learn

Every parent knows that 
childhood is a precious 
time and most agree that 
it’s over far too fast. At 
Lomond School, we make 
every moment count.  

Our dedicated sta�  
deliver a traditional and 
rigorous academic pro-
gramme, but that’s just 
the start of the story.  We 
know that children who 
are happy will work hard 
and achieve all that they 
can. Our rich and varied 
curriculum o� ers pupils 
special experiences which 
enthuse, build character 
and foster a love of learn-
ing. Small classes ensure 
that pupils are challenged 
and supported by sta�  who 
know them well, ensuring 

that they not only get o�  to 
the best start but also that 
they develop memories 
and relationships that will 
stay with them for life.

Our boarding house, 
Burnbrae, o� ers a home 
from home for pupils from 
Scotland, the UK and fur-
ther a� eld. Boarders live 
in modern, purpose-built 
facilities where they are 
looked a� er by a dedicated 
and professional pastoral 
team. As the West of 
Scotland’s only boarding 
school, Lomond is ideally 
located to service Oban 
and the West Highlands, 
with full-boarding or 
weekly and � exi options to 
consider.

At Lomond, our pupils 

enjoy a fantastic lifestyle 
where a culture of hard 
work exists and is comple-
mented by a sense of fun 
and adventure. Whether 
pupils join in senior school 
or complete their whole 
education at Lomond, our 
young people leave with 
a strong sense of achieve-
ment and an appetite for 
life-long learning.

A great education should 
never be a race to the � nish 
line; it is the journey which 
lays the foundation for 
your child’s life ahead.  
Visit us at our Open 
Morning to discover life at 
Lomond. Con� rm your at-
tendance by contacting our 
Registrar: admissions@
lomondschool.com 

Advertorial

A prayer book said to have been used 
by Prince Charles Edward Stuart at 
Culloden Moor in 1746 has been donated 
to the West Highland Museum in Fort 
William.

� e prayer book titled ‘Manual of a 
Christian’ was said to have been pre-
sented by the prince on the battle� eld to 
Captain James MacDonnell. It has been 
gi� ed to the museum by the captain’s 
descendent who wished this rare and 
interesting object to be on display.

Dr Chris Robinson, a museum direc-
tor, said the handing over of the prayer 
book was very generous. ‘We have a 
really good Jacobite exhibition at the 
museum including objects such as the 
famous secret portrait and this is a really 
important addition to our collection,’ he 
said.

An inscription on the � y leaf states: ‘� is 
book was presented by Prince Charles 
Stuart to Captain James MacDonell of 

A proposal to set a � xed 
school holiday for the � rst 
two weeks in April each 
year from 2019 is to be put 
out to consultation by � e 
Highland Council’s care 
and learning service.

� e service will consult 
with head teachers, 
parent councils, the local 
negotiating committee for 
teacher representatives 
(LNCT) and other relevant 
educational establish-
ments in Highland.

It is the responsibility 
of local authorities in 
Scotland to set their own 
school term dates and 
in-service days to ensure 
schools are open for 190 
pupil days and � ve in-ser-
vice days each year. 

Eighteen other local 
authorities already have a 
� xed two weeks at Easter.

If in any given year, 
Easter Friday and Monday 
fall outside the proposed 
two-week break for 
Highland, schools would 
still close on Easter Friday 
and Monday.

Members of the council’s 
care, learning and housing 
committee agreed to the 
review of Easter school 
holidays.

Committee chairman 
Councillor Andrew Baxter 
said: ‘Other local authori-
ties are already following 
the model of a set school 
Easter holiday and o�  cers 
understand from early 
discussions some head 
teachers are keen to move 
to this proposal.

‘It is important the opin-
ions of all head teachers, 
parent councils and the 
LNCT are heard, hence 
members have supported 
the consultation.’

� e 18 other local 
authorities are Aberdeen 
City, Aberdeenshire, 
Moray, Orkney, Argyll 
and Bute, Western 
Isles, Glasgow, Borders, 
Edinburgh, East Lothian, 
Fife, North Lanarkshire, 
South Lanarkshire, 
Stirling, North Ayrshire, 
Dundee, Inverclyde and 
Clackmannanshire.

Council to consult on set 
school Easter holiday

The 1745 portrait of Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart by artist Allan Ramsay. 
Photograph: Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

The prayer book of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie which he is said to have gifted 
to a young o�  cer at Culloden.

Glengarry. It was transferred by him to 
his Sister Lady Glenbuckett and a� er-
wards became the property of her son, 
James Charles Gordon.’

� e inscription was added in the early 
19th century when the book was rebound 
by the above named James Charles 
Gordon, whose own father, grandfather 
and great grandfather had all been at 
Culloden. � e Very Revd Canon Donald 
Carmichael inherited the book in the 
19th century. In May 1888 he wrote a 
memorandum based on a discussion 
with his sister Jessie MacDonald.

According to their testimony, the 
prince had indeed gi� ed the prayer 
book to James MacDonell of Glengarry, 
who was a captain in the prince’s army, 
and aged only 16 years old at the time of 
Culloden. � e prayer book is currently 
on display in the museum alongside the 
Faery Pipes of Moidart, said to be the 
oldest set of bagpipes in existence.

Bonnie Prince 
Charlie’s prayer 
book gifted to 
Fort museum
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Senior citizens’ safety event
Around 70 elderly people 
attended the � rst Senior 
Citizens: Staying Safe, Well 
and Connected event in 
Caol Community Centre last 
Friday a� ernoon (August 
24).

Participants enjoyed a lovely 
a� ernoon tea along with a 
side-serving of helpful infor-
mation and advice.

Highland Council tenant 
participation o�  cer Karin 
McKay worked in partnership 
with Lochaber and District 
Lunch Club and Highland 
Senior Citizens’ Network to 
pull together a wide-ranging, 
interesting programme.

Karin was delighted with the 
response to this � rst attempt 
at holding an event. She said: 
‘We wanted it to be attractive 
to local senior citizens, giving 
them both the opportunity to 
come together socially and to 
pick up relevant information 
from services and clubs. 
� anks to everyone for com-
ing along and making this 
happen.’

Several attendees took up 
the opportunity to try out the 
lunch club’s delicious fare.

Linda Campbell, of Caol 
Regeneration, who supports 
the lunch club committee, en-
couraged everyone to spread 
the word about this valuable 
service.

‘Our lunch club is open to 
all, to any age group, Monday 
to Friday of each week, 
providing company and a 
two-course meal at £5, which 

is good value,’ she said. ‘� e 
more people who support it, 
the more enjoyable it becomes 
for everyone attending.’

� e centre and lunch club 
sta�  and volunteers put a 
tremendous amount of work 
into making the day success-
ful, while Lochaber Action 
on Disability and Lochaber 
Community Car Scheme did 
a sterling job in transporting 
folk. All received glowing 
praise for their e� orts.

Councillor Dennis Rixson 
opened the a� ernoon, 
congratulating everyone on 
bringing together an excellent 
event combining enjoyment 
and information.

PC Katy Duncan, pre-
ventions and interventions 
o�  cer with Police Scotland, 
outlined how to avoid 
being a victim of doorstep 
callers and bogus workmen. 
Colleagues from Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 

gave good advice on � re 
safety, and urged anyone 
who needed a free home � re 
safety check to get in touch. 
� e Libertie Project advised 
on how they could support 
people to save money by 
switching services online. 
Sam O’ Connor of Scottish 
and Southern Energy urged 
attendees to sign up to the 
Priority Services Register.

Following the a� ernoon 
tea, Jamie Noble of Home 

Energy Scotland explained 
their role in helping older 
people improve energy 
e�  ciency.

Jo Cowan, Highland senior 
citizens network co-ordi-
nator, introduced short 
‘pitches’ from some of the 
stallholders and attendees: 
Care Lochaber Community 
Car Scheme, Tuesday Social 
Club, Connecting Carers 
Carer Liaison Worker, Step It 
Up Highland Health Walks, 
Lochaber Sensory Care ser-
vices and social events from 
Ewen’s Room.

Jo also mentioned some 
other groups that aim to keep 
people active and connected, 
including Talk Lochaber 
Talking Newspaper, Lochaber 
Young At Heart, Fort William 
Men’s Shed and Friends 
Together.

Also giving helpful face-
to-face information from 
stalls were NHS Highland 
Technology Enabled Care, 
Highland Council Housing 
Service, Highlife Highland, 
Lochaber Care and Repair 
Dementia Project and Be At 
Home Service.

Councillor Denis Rixson (right) opened proceedings in front of a packed hall. 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Organisers, left to right, Linda Campbell, Jo Cowan and Karin MacKay. 

NHS Highland sta�  were on hand to talk 
about issues such as staying safe.

Lochaber Sensory Care issued advice on 
how to maintain sensory aids. 
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A team of divers are taking on 
an epic sub-sea fundraising 
challenge.

� e event will see them walk 
to the summit of Ben Nevis 
from a start-point � ve metres 
below sea level at the bottom 
of Loch Linnhe – all while 
dressed in a heavy, historical 
diving suit.

Wearing equipment weigh-
ing more than 80kgs, a relay 
team made up of Navy divers 
and civilian volunteers will 
start the Sub Sea to Summit 
challenge in Fort William 
this Saturday morning, 
September 1.

Starting at a depth of � ve 
metres, the team hopes to 
walk to the top of Britain’s 
highest mountain, 1,345 
metres above sea level.

� e challenge will start from 

The fundraisers hope to make it to the top of Ben Nevis 
wearing one of these old diving suits. 
Photograph: Historical Diving Society.

Sea bed to Ben Nevis 
summit challenge

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

and use the Fort William 
Marina pontoon on Loch 
Linnhe, which will also form 
the base for the land walk.

� e divers will be supported 
by sub sea training and 
trials centre � e Underwater 
Centre, which trains divers 
from all over the world 
and is providing full-board 
accommodation to the team 
throughout the challenge.

It takes most climbers sev-
eral hours to get to the top of 
Ben Nevis, but weighed down 
by the suit, the charity team 
expect to reach the summit in 
four or � ve days.

� e Sub Sea to Summit 
challenge was created by 
Ginge Fullen, a former Royal 
Navy clearance diver who has 
combined a career in diving 
with climbing the highest 
mountains in more than 170 
countries.

� e Royal Navy used the 
heavy standard diving dress, 

manufactured by Seibe 
Gorman, for underwater work 
during and a� er World War 
II prior to the introduction of 
more modern equipment. � e 
diving helmet remains the 
image for their branch badge 
on uniforms.

Ginge and his team hope to 
raise more than £4,000 for 
the Historical Diving Society, 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team and the family of � ai 
Navy diver Saman Kunan, 
who died recently while at-
tempting to rescue a football 
team and their coach from 
� ooded caves in � ailand.

Ginge Fullen holds two 
Guinness World Records 
for being the � rst person to 
climb the highest mountain 
in every country in Europe 
and in Africa and completing 
the highest peaks in Africa in 
the fastest time.

He broke his neck in 1990 
while playing rugby and suf-
fered a heart attack on Mount 
Everest in 1996.

He said: ‘I wanted to do an 
expedition so challenging 
that it will probably never be 
repeated again. A� er meeting 
Ty Burton from the Historical 
Diving Society, we joined 
forces to make this challenge 
happen.

‘It will be hard going to 
make it to the summit of Ben 
Nevis but knowing we are 
raising money for such good 
causes will keep us going.’

� e Historical Diving 

Society was formed in 1990 
by a group of enthusiasts 
whose aim is to preserve and 
protect diving heritage.

Commercial director at � e 
Underwater Centre Steve 
Ham said: ‘� e suits divers 
wear nowadays are modern 

and much lighter in weight. 
� is old diving suit weighs 
more than 12 stone, or 80kgs, 
which is more than some of 
the guys’ own body weight.

‘We wish Ginge and the 
team all the best for a success-
ful climb.’

Language plan 
programme seeks 
volunteers in 
Lewis and Oban 

Glencoe in bloom at � ower show
Glencoe and District Flower 
Show took place on Saturday 
August 25 at Glencoe Village 
Hall.

� e event was well attended 
by locals and visitors to the 
area and the lovely summer 
weather this year made for 
a great show of � owers and 
vegetables. Organisers were 
pleased with the turnout and 
were particularly impressed 
with the high standard of 
entries in all categories.

Trophy winners: Catherine 
Wigston, Lyn Leven quaich, 
most points in cra�  section; 
John Roy, Clachaig Cup, most 
points in vegetable section, 
and Abhain Cup, most 
points overall in vegetables 
and � oral sections; Linda 
Nadin, Mr and Mrs P Weir 
quaich, most points in baking 
section, best baking exhibit, 

Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) has an-
nounced Gaelic volunteer 
programmes at Dunsta� nage 
Castle near Oban and Arnol 
Blackhouse on the Isle of 
Lewis, as part of its Gaelic 
Language Plan 2018-2023.

� is is the � rst � ve-year 
Gaelic Language Plan de-
veloped by HES and takes 
into consideration feedback 
from internal and external 
stakeholders, partner organi-
sations, Bòrd na Gàidhlig and 
the public. 

Gaelic speakers, or those 
with an interest in Gaelic, 
are being invited to develop 
and deliver bespoke tours for 
visitors to the historic sites. 

As part of the Gaelic 
Language Plan, HES will also 
launch a pioneering initiative 
at Urquhart Castle, near 
Inverness, to engage visitors 
with Gaelic language and 
culture. 

HES will conduct audience 
research and develop the 
inclusion of Gaelic into 
the overall site experience 
through learning, interpreta-
tion and retail.

Some of the trophy winners from this year’s show. 

cup for most points in pre-
serves section, and Glencoe 
and Glen Etive Community 
Council cup for most points 
overall; Helen Fairlie, most 
points in photography sec-
tion; John Poolman, cup for 
most points in painting and 
drawing section; Irene Kerr, 
Glencoe Hotel cup for most 
points in � oral art, and Isobel 

MacDonald cup for best pot 
plant; Angela Elder, Freedom 
of the Glen Rosebowl for best 
rose, and Wendy McCubbin 
Memorial Shield for best pho-
tograph; Marianne Hornby, 
Dr Mackenzie Trophy for 
best exhibit in class 55; Jenny 
Johnstone, Cabin Garden 
Centre shield for most points 
in � oral section.

APPOINTMENTS  
AND ENQUIRIES
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Bonhams
West of Scotland
Kirkhill House
81 Broom Road East
Newton Mearns
Glasgow G77 5LL

JOHN MACLAUCHLAN 
MILNE RSA (BRITISH, 
1886-1957)
Calva Shore, Iona
Sold for £49,000

INVITATION TO CONSIGN 

Our specialists will be travelling in 
your area the week commencing 
17th September offering free 
valuations with a view to selling in 
our forthcoming auctions.
Items of interest include jewellery, 
silver, paintings, books, furniture, 
works of art, clocks, rugs, ceramics, 
glass, whisky, arms and armour  
and Asian and sporting art.

bonhams.com/glasgow
For details of the charges payable in addition to the final hammer price, 

please visit bonhams.com/buyersguide
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A joint venture dedicated 
to quality improvement 
in health and social care 
launched last �ursday 
(August 23) in Inverness.

�e Highlands and Islands 
Improvement Institute (HI3) 
is a joint venture between 
NHS Highland and the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands which provides 
training allowing quality 
improvement across the NHS 
bene�ting communities, 
patients and their families.

Professor Hugo van 
Woerden, director of public 
health and policy for NHS 
Highland, is part of the op-
erational management team 
behind the development of 
the institute.

He said: ‘�ere is increasing 
interest across the world in 
innovative approaches to im-
proving quality and reducing 
waste, harm and variation in 
the public and private sector.

‘�ere is an urgent need to 
improve the e�ectiveness and 
e�ciency of health and social 
care services to ensure they 
meet current and predicted 
future needs of the popula-
tion. �is programme will 

NHS Highland has thanked 
the communities of Lochaber 
for their continued engage-
ment in the current health 
and social care re-design.

A recent workshop to 
formally make the strategic 
case to replace the Belford 
Hospital was attended by 
more than 100 representa-
tives from local communities, 
voluntary and third sector or-
ganisations, elected o�cials 
and NHS Highland sta�.

Deputy director of oper-
ations for NHS Highland’s 
north and west division Tracy 
Ligema said: ‘Due to the fan-
tastic e�orts of everyone in 
attendance, a strategic assess-
ment has been dra�ed and 
will be shared for review over 
the coming weeks. �is would 
not have been possible with-
out feedback from attendees 
and their input is greatly 
appreciated. We would ask 
for their continued support 
and engagement through the 
re-design of health and social 
care services in Lochaber, 
including our endeavours to 
recruit sta� to the area.’

Working to improve 
health and social care

give those taking part the 
opportunity to learn quality 
improvement methods and 
approaches by combining 
practical application with a 
deep theoretical understand-
ing that can be applied to 
a wide range of health and 
social care contexts.’

Using several quality im-
provement methods, includ-
ing Model for Improvement, 
Lead and Patient Safety ap-
proaches, the course includes 
an emphasis on the critical 
analysis of improvement 
methods and the use of qual-

ity improvement tools and 
techniques to address waste, 
harm and variation in the 
health and social care system.

Delivered online and part-
time, the course is open to 
a wide range of individuals 
including nurses, doctors, 
allied health professionals, 
care workers, health care 
scientists, health care man-
agers and administrators and 
estates sta�.

It is also suitable for people 
working in health and social 
care settings in charities 
or the independent sector, 
who have an interest in, or 
responsibility for, quality 
improvement.

Professor van Woerden 
added: ‘�is is about devel-
oping opportunities in qual-
ity improvement and with 
almost 100 people attending 
this week’s launch, it demon-
strates the enthusiasm there 
is locally for this initiative.

‘Our aim is to create a centre 
of excellence with an inter-
national pro�le in quality 
improvement, improvement 
science and innovation 
through practice, education 
and research.’

Prof Hugo van Woerden. 

Communities 
praised for 
hospital                    
re-design input

National Trust for Scotland president Neil Oliver 
visited Glencoe to recognise the site as Scotland’s 
newest National Nature Reserve (NNR).

Joined by schoolchildren and charity sta�, he 
unveiled a plaque to celebrate Glencoe’s status as 
a NNR.

Neil also met Derek Alexander, head of archaeo-
logical services, to hear about �nds made in recent 
digs around Glencoe.

NNRs are areas of land set aside to conserve 
important habitats and species and to give people 
the opportunity to enjoy and connect with nature.

Glencoe was one of the �rst places to come under 
the stewardship and protection of the National 
Trust for Scotland when it was acquired by the 
conservation charity in 1935. It is the eighth NNR 
the organisation manages.

�e glacier-carved slopes of the 5,625.06-hectare 
Glencoe reserve boast eight Munros and a delicate 
ecosystem of birch woodland, moorland and peat 
bogs.

NTS chief executive Simon Skinner said: ‘�e 
thing about National Nature Reserves is that there 
are two reasons for their designation. �e �rst is to 
recognise the signi�cance of the area on a national 
and international level, which can certainly be 
said for Glencoe.

‘�e second is that people should be encouraged 
to visit – to �nd out for themselves what an incred-
ible place it is; whether it’s the turbulent history, 
the extraordinary landscape or the wealth of �ora 
and fauna that Glencoe is home to. 

‘�e love of Scotland is central to what we do and 

Neil Oliver with local children and NTS sta� at Glencoe.

Glencoe gets reserve status 

there’s no point doing any of this if we can’t share 
its wonder. 

‘Last month we announced a signi�cant in-
vestment in the visitor centre at Glencoe. We are 
constantly maintaining the 60kms of paths and 
the monitoring of birds, insects and plant life 
never stops.’

Neil Oliver, archaeologist, author and TV pre-
senter, said: ‘Some of my happiest memories with 
my dad Pat were spent at Glencoe. �at landscape 

is just part of me and my childhood. Buzzards 
and golden eagles �y overhead, snow bunting and 
ptarmigan crest the high peaks and at your feet 
bog myrtle, cotton grass, butterwort, sundew and 
bladderwort thrive. 

‘Dig below that and you uncover the dark events 
of Glencoe’s past.

‘It’s a phenomenally rich environment and you 
can’t help but be a�ected by it. It’s a unique place 
of history, nature and spectacle.’

FREE 
EVENT
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Parents who campaigned 
against the re-organisation of 
junior Gaelic medium classes 
at Stornoway Primary School 
are celebrating a� er the local 
authority changed its plans.

Parents were angry at the 
decision by Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar’s education de-
partment to split year groups 
and create composite classes.

� e problem focused on 
the class going into GM2 
(primary 2). � is class, of 22 
children, had been hailed 
as a great result for Gaelic 
Medium Education as it 
was the � rst GME intake for 
Stornoway primary that was 
big enough to stand alone, 
without being combined with 
the class above. � e new in-
take, for the 2018/19 session, 

Lews Castle College’s new in-
novation centre opened to the 
public on Tuesday August 21.

� e launch, in the foyer of 
the college, was attended by 
around 50 people includ-
ing MSP Alasdair Allan, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
chief executive Malcolm 
Burr, students, college sta� , 
media representatives and 
members of the public.

Founding sponsors Point 
and Sandwick Trust (PST) 
spoke about how ‘delighted’ it 
was to help the centre come to 
fruition.

PST’s wind farm developer 
Calum MacDonald spoke at 

Parent power forces 
class revamp U-turn  

was also big enough to run as 
a straight P1 year group.

However, two days before 
classes broke up for the 
summer holidays, children 
from GM1 going into GM2 
reported to their parents they 
were being split up, with six 
from their class being put in 
with the new GM1 intake.

Education bosses claimed 
the change was the result of a 
local authority policy to ‘keep 
capacity’ in all classes, should 
new pupils enrol at the school, 
as it allowed them to even out 
the numbers of pupils across 
the years.

As it stands, there is a large 
concentration of children 
in the GM3/4 class, which is 
close to capacity. 

� e parents stressed their 
issue was not composite class-
es per se, but this particular 
case, where a small number of 

children were being separated 
from their peer group. � ey 
felt the children’s education 
and well-being would su� er.

Another problem was the 
proposed composite class 
structure could have undone 
some of the good work done 
in the ‘Literacy Project’ pilot 
scheme.

� e parents also feared that 
being put into a composite 
class with P1 would have a 
negative impact on the Gaelic 
of the P2 children as many of 
the incoming children would 
not have an equal amount 
of Gaelic. In a bid to get 
the comhairle to change its 
mind, the parents enlisted 
the help of MSP Alasdair 
Allan, Bòrd na Gàidhlig chief 
executive Shona MacLennan 
and Magaidh Wentworth of 
Comann nam Parant, the 
national organisation repre-

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

senting parents of children in 
Gaelic medium education.

� ey also enlisted the help 
of council leader Roddie 
Mackay and, at the 11th hour, 
around 5pm on Wednesday 
August 15 – the a� ernoon 
before school went back – 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
announced it was doing a 
U-turn. In a group call to 
parents, the comhairle said it 
had been agreed all new GM1 
pupils will form one class, 
all GM2 pupils will form 
one class and all GM3 pupils 
will be part of the composite 
GM3/4 class.

Composite classes which 
had been arranged for the 
older year groups were to 
remain as planned, due to 
numbers. 

In a statement, the parents 
said they were delighted 
common sense had prevailed: 

‘� is was never about com-
posite classes. We understand 
these are o� en necessary and 
are not questioning that prin-
ciple. � is was about a small 
number of children being 
separated from the majority 
of their peer group and their 
social and educational devel-
opment su� ering as a result.

‘We know there is an issue 
with capacity at Stornoway 
primary, which could become 
problematic if more pupils 
come into the school, but it 
would have been wrong for 
the scenario planning to take 
priority over the well-being of 
enrolled children and that is 
why we campaigned so hard.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
said it had closely examined 
the provision of Gaelic me-
dium at Stornoway Primary 
School and listened to the 
views of parents.

the launch and drew parallels 
between the spirit that creat-
ed Beinn Ghrideag – now the 
largest community wind farm 
in the UK – and the founding 
principles of the innovation 
centre.

� e centre is the brainchild 
of engineer Dr Chris Macleod 
and provides training, advice 
and development facilities for 
people who want to start their 
own business or learn more 
about technology.

It provides sophisticated 
testing equipment aimed at 
helping people turn their 
concepts into prototypes. It 
is now open for business to 

members of the public and 
community groups but has 
been working with college 
students and sta�  and school-
children through the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Maths project since last year.

Chris Macleod and college 
principal Iain Macmillan also 
spoke at the launch and guests 
were shown round the centre. 
Much of the centre’s work is 
with micro-controllers – tiny 
single-board computers 
which support a huge range 
of test programming. � e 
centre also has a 3D printer 
for creating prototypes. 
Calum Macdonald said it was 

Lews Castle innovation centre o�  cially opens to public

‘a great pleasure’ to be at the 
o�  cial launch representing 
Point and Sandwick Trust, 
which donated £20,000 to the 

centre out of the pro� ts from 
its community-owned wind 
farm at Beinn Ghrideag, just 
outside Stornoway.

Calum Macdonald from Point and Sandwick Trust speaks 
at the launch. 

Scotland’s lifeline ferries are 
to receive £3.5 million from 
the Scottish Government 
to reduce the risk of vessels 
breaking down and to return 
them to service quicker if 
they do.

� e move was announced on 
Tuesday by Cabinet Secretary 
for Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity Michael 
Matheson at a public meeting 
on Arran. Mr Matheson was 
on Arran for a travelling 
cabinet meeting and com-
mented: ‘We are aware that, 
as our ferries age, additional 
resources will be needed to 
keep the vessels running.

‘� e funds will be used to 
upgrade or replace key sys-
tems and equipment on the 
vessels. � is will be tackled 
on a priority basis to avoid 
potential vessel breakdowns 
and delays to the ferry service 
and customers.’

Welcoming the announce-
ment of the Resilience 
Fund, Robbie Drummond, 
managing director of CalMac 
Ferries Ltd, said: ‘Upgrading 
on-board technology to re-
duce the risk of breakdowns, 
and helping to reduce the 
time out of service when 
faults do occur, will improve 
the resilience of the � eet and 
we know this will also be wel-
comed by the communities 
who rely on our lifeline ferry 
services.’

� e £3.5 million will come 
from the existing Scottish 
Government ferry budget.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar  
has tentatively welcomed 
the news with Councillor 
Uisdean Robertson, chair-
man of the comhairle’s trans-
portation and infrastructure 
committee, saying it was 
pleased progress was being 
made.

New £3.5m 
fund launched 
to keep ferries 
shipshape

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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Highlands and Islands 
Labour MSP Rhoda Grant 
has called for transparency 
in the funding and ownership 
row surrounding the MV 
Loch Seaforth.

� is comes a� er the news 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL), a whol-
ly-owned public corporation 
of the Scottish Government, 
does not own the MV Loch 
Seaforth, which operates on 
the Ullapool to Stornoway 
crossing.

Mrs Grant said: ‘Not only 
are the communities and 
businesses of the Western 
Isles being subjected to the 
failing attempts to provide 
lifeline services, we have re-
cently witnessed debilitating 
situations with ferries being 
damaged while attempting 
to dock in safe environments, 
being removed from service 

Refurbishment of the Co-op 
store and petrol station in 
Broadford, Skye, has been 
re-scheduled following public 
pressure.

� e closure was originally 
scheduled to start on Monday 
August 27, which would have 
le�  the island without a 24-
hour petrol station for three 
months during the tourist 
season.

Now, however, a� er a meet-
ing between Broadford and 
Strath Community Council 
(BSCC) and the project 
manager, it has been agreed 
the project will now start on 
Monday October 29. 

� e Co-op’s plans include 
adding a fuel pump, a jet wash 
and electronic vehicle charg-
ing points. Refurbishment 
of the shop will not start 
until January 7 and will be 
undertaken in two phases. 
Phase one will see the front 
of the shop, adjacent to the 
petrol station, closed with 
3,000 square feet at the rear of 
the store available for shop-
ping. When the � rst phase is 
complete, the shopping area 
will be switched to the front 
of the shop while the rear 
is refurbished meaning the 
Co-op shop can remain open 
during the refurbishment.

Talks are still ongoing over 
continued fuel supplies dur-
ing the upgrade. BSCC has 
made it clear a complete clo-
sure would have a devastating 
e� ect on the community and 
the many businesses that 
operate within the area.

BSCC chairman Hamish 
Fraser said: ‘We will continue 
to press for interim provision 
and are encouraged at the 
positive attempts by the 
project manager to provide 
that lifeline service during 
refurbishment.’

A programme which seeks 
to support communities 
across the world get access to 
a proper latrine, clean water 
and vital information about 
sanitation is being backed by 
Alasdair Allan, SNP MSP for 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar.

Dr Allan’s Stornoway 
parliamentary o�  ce toilet 
has been twinned with a 
newly-built one in Malawi as 
part of the Toilet Twinning 
Initiative, run by Tearfund.

� e Isles MSP said: ‘I’m very 
happy to back such a simple, 
yet life changing programme. 
I was keen to twin my constit-
uency o�  ce toilet with one in 
a community which doesn’t 
have access to something we 
all take for granted.

‘According to the World 
Health Organisation, 2.3 
billion people don’t have a 
proper toilet. Almost 1,000 
children die every day from 
preventable diseases linked to 
dirty water and unsafe toilets. 
Anyone can support this 
great scheme by donating £60 
to twin your toilet.’

Island MSP 
backs toilet 
twinning

Uist taskforce 
delight at vision

Broadford 
petrol station 
closure           
re-scheduled

without consultation, suf-
fering a major mid-sailing 
breakdown of the � eet’s � ag-
ship vessel with 345 people 
on board, without proper 
answers. We are now subject 
to the revelation CMAL does 
not, and appears never to be 
able to, own the MV Loch 
Seaforth.’

� e MSP added: ‘Is it not 
bad enough the communities 
and businesses of the Western 
Isles have been treated with 
utter contempt by the SNP 
and its total ineptitude in 
providing answers to the suf-
fering caused by the lack of a 
proper ‘� t-for-purpose’ ferry 
provision? I now understand 
the government, through 
CMAL, did not purchase the 
vessel MV Loch Seaforth but 
instead have spent millions of 
taxpayers’ money in leasing 
the vessel.’

Mrs Grant claims that 
although the vessel cost £45 
million to build, there was a 
further £7.3m spent in costs 
and fees.

She continued: ‘As if this 
wasn’t enough of a scandal, 
CMAL then decide to sign a 
lease deal with Lloyds Bank 
and sub-lease it to CalMac 
Ferries Limited, which is ac-
tually trying to run the ferry 
company.

‘� e SNP Government 
through CMAL pay a rental 
for eight years for the vessel 
of around £53m of taxpayers' 
money. 

‘� e SNP Government then 
sub-lease the vessel from 
CMAL to CalMac Ferries 
Limited for the same amount 
of time.

‘Huge amounts of taxpayers’ 
money is being used to prop 
up this deal which I predict 

is only throwing good money 
a� er bad.’ � e deal, which 
ends in 2022, requires MV 
Loch Seaforth to be returned 
to Lloyds in an ‘as new’ 
condition and Mrs Grant says 
more money will need to be 
spent restoring a vessel that 
has seen ‘eight hard years of 
service’ to the requirements 
of the lease.

She continued: ‘What hap-
pens a� er the lease runs out? 

‘� e only two options the 
government will have is to 
renegotiate a further lease 
of a vessel they have in e� ect 
fully paid for already or buy 
another one.’

Mrs Grant concluded: 
‘� ere has to be a full and 
immediate investigation 
into this arrangement. We 
require transparency from 
the Scottish Government on 
this deal.’

Call for clarity over 
MV Loch Seaforth

The winner of the piping sil-
ver medal at the Argyllshire 
Gathering last Thursday 
was Darach Urquhart from 
Kyle of Lochalsh. Darach is 
pictured with gold medal 
winner Stuart Easton from 
New Zealand.

More coverage of the 
Gathering on pages 20 and 
21.

Dra�  proposals for a 
Balivanich Regeneration 
Vision was the main topic 
of discussion at a meeting of 
the Uist Economic Taskforce 
Working Group on Benbecula 
on Friday.

Other issues debated 
included a� ordable housing, 
economic links with the 
Faroe Islands and the pros-
pects of a Uist spaceport.

� e Balivanich presenta-
tion was by � reesixty 
Architecture and, speaking 
a� er the meeting, chair-
man of the working group 
Councillor Iain A MacNeil 
said it had been excellent.

Left: Darach Urquhart, 
left, won the silver medal 
at this year’s Argyllshire 
Gathering, while New 
Zealand’s Stuart Easton 
took the gold medal. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Kyle piper takes 
silver medal
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All smiles in the sunshine at    Lochaber Agricultural Show

There was a strong entry for the Blackface classes.

Some fun was had in promoting local author Barry Hutchison’s new book, Magna Cow, 
for young readers.

There was fun in the sun for families – and their pets.

Face painting in aid of Cats Protection.

� is year’s Lochaber 
Agricultural Show enjoyed 
some glorious late summer 
weather to draw a good crowd 
to the show � eld at Happy 
Valley’s Castle Farm, outside 
Fort William, on Saturday.

� e 121st annual show, 
set against the spectacular 
backdrop of Ben Nevis, had 
livestock judging, a handicra�  
tent, cra�  and food tent – the 
venison curry was superb by 
the way – children’s tent, along 
with various trade, cra� , food 
and charity stands and static 
displays.

At the livestock pens, it 
was the three-shear North 
Country Cheviot tup from 
Robbie MacDougall from 
Woodcro�  Cottage Cro�  at 
Tobermory which scooped the 
overall championship. Reserve 
champion went to Robbie 
Love of Drissaig Farm for his 
two-shear Blackface tup.

� e cattle championship 
went to S H Troughton of 
Ardachy Farm for a one-year-
old Limousin cross Belgian 
Blue steer. Reserve was a two-

year-old Highland heifer from 
R D Schuster of Glenstrae 
Estates.

Supreme championship in 
the Highland pony section 
went to Ruaridh Ormiston 
from Croila Cro�  with his 
four-year-old mare, Islay 
Luchag of Croila.

Judge Kenny MacLennan, 
from Achiltibuie, had high 
praise for the sheep champion. 
‘It is just very correct - a great 
example of the breed. He has 
great length and great skin. 
He’s also got a good bit of 
daylight under him which you 
don’t see that much these days.’

A clearly delighted Mr 
MacDougall told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘I’m really pleased. � is 
is our third championship this 
season. We got champion 
Cheviot in Bunessan, supreme 
champion at Strontian and 
now overall sheep champion 
here today, which we’ve not 
won before.’

Asked what he thought 
made the tup a champion, 
Mr MacDougall, who runs 
his 80-strong � ock on 180 
acres he rents on Calve Island 
along with 25 acres he owns 
at Tobermory, said: ‘With 

Cheviots, you’ve got to try to 
keep the length. He’s also got 
tremendous skin and handles 
really well. My daughter got 
reserve for the gimmer, so 
we’re just delighted.’

Standing surveying the 
sea of happy faces as the 
a� ernoon wore on and the 
sun showed no sign of dis-
appearing, show committee 
member Paolo Berardelli said 
it had been been a fantastic 
day. ‘Considering it has been 
a wettish week, we were a 
bit worried about the way it 
would turn out but it has been 
dry and everybody seems to 
be having a good day.’

Mr Berardelli said livestock 
entries were no longer what 
they used to be but the sheep 
and cattle displays were still 
at the core of the show. ‘It is 
very important to still have 
livestock. 

� e focus of the show is what 
the land can produce and 
how we can live on the land. 
� e  car park is pretty full so I 
would reckon there’s probably 
been a couple of thousand 
people come through the gates 
today.’
� Full results on page 18.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Martin Cameron, of 
Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge, with his trophies 
for his Cheviot sheep.

The clay pigeon shooting 
stand was popular. 
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All smiles in the sunshine at    Lochaber Agricultural Show

Overall champion sheep, from Robbie MacDougall, 
Wood Cottage Croft, Tobermory. 

There was keen competition during the sheep judging.

The handicrafts tent was busy.

Lochaber Rotary Club had a stand at the show. 

Even ‘Queen Victoria’ and her servant, ‘John Brown’, 
turned up for the pony fancy dress.

Sam Mackenzie, of Acharacle, 
with his trophies for local 
Blackface champion.

Show commentator Angus 
MacKay.

AS part of this year’s Blas Festival, the 
fi nest showcase of Highland culture, 
Lochaber will host some of the biggest 
names in traditional music this 
September, including an opening night 
event honouring Runrig! 

Trail West will celebrate 40 years since the 
release of Runrig’s ground-breaking Play 
Gaelic, performing the songs from that album 
followed by a cèilidh dance at Sheilbridge 
Hall, Acharcle on Friday 7th September.

On 8th September a special evening of 
Argyll songs, performed by musicians will 
be held at Caol Community Centre, Fort 
William. Stòras will explore the song riches 
of Argyllshire in a musical journey around 
the region with Oban Gaelic Choir, guitarist 
Finlay Wells, Skipinnish � ddler Archie 
McAllister and piper Lorne MacDougall.

Glengarry Community Hall will welcome 

Highland quartet, Cruinn on 11th September. 
Featuring four � ne Gaelic singers - James 
Graham, Fiona Mackenzie, Brian O hEadhra 
and Rachel Walker – Cruinn are renowned 
for their traditional and contemporary Gaelic 
songs with exquisite harmonies. Joining them 
will be newly formed trio, Assynt - David 
Shedden (pipes/whistles), Graham Mackenzie 
(fiddle) and Innes White (guitar) - who re-
cently released their debut album, ‘Road to the 
North’. Between them, they have BBC Radio 
2 Young Folk Awards, have been finalists in 
the BBC Young Traditional Musician of the 
Year and had two Celtic Connections ‘New 
Voices’ commissions.

With events across Lochaber and further 
a� eld, this year’s Blas Festival promises to 
deliver yet another music � lled nine days. 
For the full programme and details on ticket 
purchasing visit www.blas-festival.com. 

Cruinn and Assynt  

Trail West with Runrig’s 
Play Gaelic 
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W E A LT H  M A N AG E M E N T  T O 
H E L P  YO U  S TAY  O N  C O U R S E

We specialise in providing face-to-face wealth management advice that is tailored to reflect individual 
circumstances. We place you at the heart of everything we do, and are committed to building and 
sustaining long-term relationships based on trust, superior service and the quality of our initial and 
ongoing advice. We can help you throughout your various life stages, providing a comprehensive range of 
financial solutions to address a multitude of needs and objectives. This includes investment, retirement, 
tax and estate planning. Our experience is that everyone has their own personal concerns, responsibilities 
and ambitions, and that the solutions that work for one simply would not work for another.

Contact us for further information.
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The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website  
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing 
term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ

All smiles in the sunshine at    Lochaber Agricultural Show

Young pipers provide musical entertainment. Winners in the working horses event. 

The pony fancy dress got the spectators talking about their favourites. The bar workers kept everyone happy.
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All smiles in the sunshine at    Lochaber Agricultural Show

David Wright, left, of Woodend, Ardgour, receives a cross 
cattle trophy.

Prize-winning vegetables were proudly shown o� .

Some of the tasty homebaking on o� er.

A rainbow of colours in the pony fancy dress.

Beat the shinty goalie was a hit. There was fun during the junior sheep judging.
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Sheep - Blackface - Ram, Two Shear 
& Over - Local - John Nudds, Torr na 
Faire, Lochaline; Open - Robbie Love, 
Drissaig Farm, Taynuilt.

Shearling Tup - Local & Open - Sam 
MacKenzie, 16 Moss Acharacle.

Shearling Tup Bred by Exhibitor - 
Local - R MacDougall & H Cameron, 
6 Blaich, by Fort William; Open - 
Robbie Love, Drissaig Farm, Taynuilt.

Tup Lamb - Local & Open - Sam 
MacKenzie, 16 Moss, Acharacle. 

Ewe, Which Must be in Milk - Local 
& Open - Sam MacKenzie, 16 Moss, 
Acharacle.

Gimmer Born in 2016 - Local - John 
Nudds, Torr na Faire, Lochaline; 
Open - Norman MacPhail, Woodside 
Cro� , Isle of Mull. 

Ewe Lamb - Local - John Nudds, 
Torr na Faire, Lochaline; Open - 
Fulton Ronald, Saulmore Farm, 
Connel. 

Home Bred Group - One Male, 
any Two Females - Local - Sam 
MacKenzie, 16 Moss, Acharacle; 
Open - Robbie Love, Drissaig Farm, 
Taynuilt.

Pair of Prime Blackface Lambs 
(only to be shown in this class) - Local 
& Open - Berardelli.

2018 local trophies: 
David Parker Cup – Best Home 

Bred Shearling Tup - R MacDougall 
& H Cameron. Glen Gloy Cup – 
Best Tup Lamb - Sam MacKenzie. 
Dr Van Voss Cup – Best Ewe in 
Milk - Sam MacKenzie. Braeroy 
Cup – Best Gimmer Bred in Lochaber 
- John Nudds. Major MacDonald 
Cup – Best Ewe lamb - John Nudds. 

Glen� ntaig Trophy – Best pair of 
Prime Blackface Lambs - Berardelli. 
Alistair MacKenzie Memorial Cup – 
Best Local Homebred Group - Sam 
MacKenzie. 

Ben Nevis Auction Mart Cup - 
Local competitor with most points 
- Sam MacKenzie. Major MacDonald 
Cup – Local Champion Blackface 
- (all Open 1st Prize winners to com-
pete) - Sam MacKenzie.

2018 open trophies:
Laggan Farms Trophy - Open 

Best Homebred Group - Robbie 
Love. Bidwells shield - Open 
Reserve Champion Blackface - Sam 
MacKenzie. 

Ian Macrae Memorial Cup – Open 
Champion Blackface - (all Open � rst 
prize winners to compete) - Robbie 
Love.

2018 champions:
Open Champion - Robbie Love. 

Open Reserve Champion - Sam 
MacKenzie. Local Champion - Sam 
MacKenzie. Local Reserve Champion 
- John Nudds.

Other breeds:
NCC Purebred Tup - Shearling 

or Over - Local - Anne MacDonald, 
Craig View, Arisaig; Open - Robert 
MacDougall, Woodcottage Cro� , Isle 
of Mull.

NCC Purebred Tup Lamb - Local - 
M&S Cameron, 2 Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge; Open - Duncan Buchanan, 
Shenavallie, Benderloch.

NCC Purebred Ewe in Milk - Local 
- M&S Cameron 2 Balmaglaster, 
Spean Bridge; Open - Fiona Boa, 
Antuim Farm, Isle of Mull.

NCC Purebred Gimmer - Local - 
M&S Cameron, 2 Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge; Open - Emma MacDougall, 
Woodcottage Cro� , Isle of Mull.

NCC Purebred Ewe Lamb - Local - 
M&S Cameron 2 Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge; Open - Iain MacKay, Torloisk 
Farm, Isle of Mull.

Cross Ewe in Milk - Local & Open 
- M&S Cameron, 2 Balmaglaster, 
Spean Bridge.

Cross Ewe with Twin Lambs at 
Foot - Local & Open - M&S Cameron, 
2 Balmaglaster, Spean Bridge.

Cross Ewe with Single Lamb at 
Foot - Local - M&S Cameron, 2 
Balmaglaster, Spean Bridge: Open - 
Mark Cherry, Killiechlonan, Isle of 
Mull.

Cross Gimmer - Local- 1 M&S 
Cameron, 2 Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge; Open - Iain Henderson, Dal 
Na Feidh Cro� , Appin.

Cross Ewe Lamb - Local - 1 M&S 
Cameron, 2 Balmaglaster, Spean 
Bridge; Open - Sophie Urquhart, 
Balemore, North Kessock.

Cross Pair of Prime Ewe Lambs or 
Wether - Local - M&S Cameron, 2 
Balmaglaster, Spean Bridge.

Cross sheep trophies:
West Highland Oil Cup – Best 

Pair of Prime Cross Lambs- M&S 
Cameron. Highland Livestock 
Services Cup – Reserve Champion 
Cross Sheep - M&S Cameron. Glen 
Gloy Cup - Champion Cross Sheep 
- M&S Cameron (Local). North 
Country Cheviot Sheep Trophies 
2018 - Achnasaul Bowl – Champion 
Cheviot- Robert MacDougall. Keil 
Cup – Reserve Champion Cheviot- 
Emma MacDougall. 

David MacDonald Trophy – Best 
Cheviot Tup Lamb - Duncan 
Buchanan. Millennium Shield – 
Reserve Champion Any Other Breed 
- Angus MacColl. L Macnally Open 
Cross Sheep Shield - Iain Henderson. 
Alistair MacDougal Cup - Champion 
Any Other Breed - Angus MacColl.

Cheviot Champion - Robert 
MacDougall with 3 Shear Tup.

Cheviot Reserve Champion - Emma 
MacDougall with a Gimmer. AOB 
Champion - Angus MacColl with 
Texel Tup.

AOB Reserve Champion - Angus 
MacColl with Texel Tup. Cross 
Champion - Iain Henderson with a 
Mule Gimmer.

Reserve Cross Champion - M&S 
Cameron with a Cross Ewe with 
Lambs at foot.

Stan Proudfoot Memorial cup - 
Champion of all Sheep Champions 
including Blackface - Robert 
MacDougall.

Cattle classes - Highland - Bull - 
Any Age- Open - Tordarroch Estates, 
Farr.

Highland Cow - in calf or milk, 
born before 1st Jan 2018 - Open - 
Tordarroch Estates, Farr.

Highland Heifer - Born in 2017 - 
Open - Tordarroch Estates, Farr.

Highland Heifer - Born in 2016 - 
Open - R D Shuster, Duiletter.

Highland Heifer - Born in 2015 - 
Open - R D Shuster. Highland Calf 
- any age - Open - Tordarroch Estates, 
Farr.

Pedigree - Any Pedigree Bull 
under 2 years - Not Highland - Open 
- Audrey MacDonald, Arisaig.

Any Pedigree Heifer - Not Highland 
- Open - Ewen Campbell.

Any Pedigree Calf - Not Highland 
- Open - Malcom & Chris Cameron 
Strone Farm (Bull).

Cross - Breeding Beef Cow - Not 
Highland/Pedigree in Calf - Open - 
Robert Wright, Woodend, Ardgour.

Cross Beef Bullock or Eild Heifer - 
Not Highland/Pedigree - Open - S M 
Troughton, Oban.

Cross Beef Calf Bullock Born 
01.09.16 - 31.12.17 - Hugh MacDonald, 
Arisaig.

Cross Beef Calf Bullock Born a� er 
01.01.18 - Open - Robert & David 
Wright, Woodend, Argdour.

Cross Beef Calf Heifer Born a� er 
01.01.18 - Open - Hugh MacDonald, 
Arisaig.

Matching Pair of Calves - Open - S 
M Troughton, Ardachy Farm, Oban.

Cross groomed Calf shown by 
Under 16 years old - Open - A. 
Campbell.

2018 cattle trophy results Glen 
Nevis Trophy – Best Highland Calf 
- Tordarroch Estates. Mary MacLean 
Balure Cup – Reserve Champion 
Highland - R D Shuster. Miss E 
Weir - Champion Highland Animal 
- Tordarroch Estates. 

Royal Bank of Scotland Cup – Best 
Pedigree Animal (out with Highland) 
- Ewen Campbell. Ewen MacPherson 
Cup – Best Cross Calf Bred in 
Lochaber - Robert & David Wright. 
Archibald Carmichael Memorial 
Trophy – Best Charolais Calf Bred in 
Lochaber - Not Presented.

� e Mr & Mrs Jock Carmichael 
Cup – Best Cross Cattle Exhibit bred 
in Lochaber - Robert & David Wright. 
Major MacDonald Cup – Best Beef 
Calf - S M Troughton.

British Alcan Cup – Best Breeding 
Beef Cow (Highland, Pedigree & 
Cross) - R D Shuster. Bank of Scotland 
Cup – Best Female Bred in Lochaber 
(Highland, Pedigree & Cross) - Ewen 
Campbell. � e Carmichael Cup – 
Best Calf of Native British Breeding 
- Ewen Campbell. West Highland 
Estates O�  ce Cup – Best Cro� ers 
Animal - Ewen Campbell. 

Cross Cattle Champion - S M 
Troughton.

Cross Cattle Reserve Champion - 
Robert & David Wright. 

Inverlochy Castle Cup - Reserve 
Champion - R D Shuster. 

Hon Wills Cup - Supreme 
Champion - S M Troughton.

Home baking - Mrs Isabel 
Campbell Cup (most points in Home 
Baking) – Hydi Flux, Roy Bridge. 
Silver Spoon (presented by Shaw 

Lochaber Agricultural Show 2018 results

Cross sheep champion with Ian Henderson.

Family) Champion Baker – Hydi 
Flux, Roy Bridge.

Mrs Van Voss Cup (runner-up in 
Home Baking) – Helen Leslie, MMuir 
of Ord. Spean Bridge Hotel Cup (best 
exhibit in Home Baking) – Helen 
Lesie, Muir of Ord,

Produce and preserves - Mrs A 
McColl Cup (most points in Produce 
& Preserves) – Helen Leslie. Mrs M 
Bateman Cup (most points in Home 
Baking and Produce and Preserves) – 
Hydi Flux, Roy Bridge.

Braeroy Estate Cup (most points 
in Wine and Refreshments) – Helen 
Leslie, Muir of Ord. Rosette for Best 
Exhibit - Catriona Andrews (Tomato 
& Chive soup).

Rosette for Best Exhibit - Helen 
Lesie (Cocktail with recipe).

Knitting - Mrs R MacLennan cup 
(most points in knitting) – Helen 
Leslie, Muir of Ord. 

Mrs Isobel MacPhee Quaich 
(Runner-up in Knitting) – Hydi Flux, 
Roy Bridge.

Rosette for Best Exhibit - Sheena 
MacGillivray, Fort William (Plant Pot 
of Knitted Veg).

Handcra�  - Lochaber Agricultural 
Society Cup (B Kirkbride Cup)- Hydi 
Flux, Roy Bridge.

Rosette for Best Exhibit - Helen 
Leslie (Crochet Table Centre).

Helen Leslie Plaque (most points in 
Art & Photography, Classes 50-56) – 
Helen Leslie.

John Kerr Trophy (most points in 
Classes 50 – 52) photography – Helen 
MacColl, Insh.

Rosette for Best Exhibit across 
whole Handcra�  section - Francesca 
Rose, Inverroy.

Floral decoration - Mrs Ann 
MacCallum Cup (most points in 
Floral Decoration) – Jean Fisher, Fort 
William.

� e Boss Salver (Runner-up 
in Floral Decoration) – Ann 
MacPherson, Strontian and Mo 
Mason, Strontian.

Rosette for best exhibit Table 
Decoration Incorporating Candles - 
Ann MacPherson, Strontian.

Floral - Ness Motors Shield (most 
points in Floral Section) – Sheena 
McGillivary, Fort William.

Vic MacPherson Shield (most 
pts for Dahlias) – Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust.

Rosette for winner in Class - 5 
Sweet Peas - Archie Clark.

Honey - Peter Brown Memorial 
Trophy - Alison Blair, Fort William.

Garden produce - P Robertson 
Shield (most points in Garden 
Produce) – Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust.

Ruth Langan Cup (Runner-up in 
Garden Produce) – Justin Swabey, 
Spean Bridge.

� e Hunter Rose Bowl (most points 
in Floral and Garden Produce) –
Sheena MacGillivray, Fort William.

Rosette for Best Exhibits 
(Collection of Mixed Veg) - Lochaber 
Rural Educational Trust.

Children’s - Lundavra Cup – 
(Primary School with most points) 
– Spean Bridge Primary School.

Jessie Corson Cup (Nursery/
Playgroup with most points) – Spean 
Bridge Primary School.

Lochaber Show Medals (Boy and 
Girl with most points in each age 
group):

Nursery/playgroup Girl – Annie 
Strachan, Spean Bridge; Boy – Arron 
MacKay, Spean Bridge.

Primary 1 and 2 Girl - Ellie and Ara 
Fitzsimons, Lundavra; Boy Freddie 
Smith, Banavie; Primary 3 and 4 - 
Girl - Billie Hazelton, Kinlochleven. 
Imogen French, Bnavie, Molly 
Cameron, Lundavra;

Boy - Freddie Smith, Banavie; 
Primary 5 and 6 Girl – Eilena Neilson, 
Banavie; Boy – Finlay, Spean Bridge, 
Alex Drysdale, Banavie; Primary 7 
Girl – Lila Berardelli, Spean Bridge;

Boy – Evan Servant, Spean Bridge.
WRI Cup – Not awarded. 
Mrs Elma MacKellar Cup (most 

points in whole Handcra�  Section) 
– Hydi Flux, Roy Bridge with 123 
points.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

The pony fancy dress at 
Lochaber Show.

Ponies were just one 
of many attractions at 
Lochaber Agricultural 
Show.
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A new book on the history of 
a landmark Lewis business is 
being launched on Monday 
September 3.

Mitchell’s – �e Story of a 
Stornoway Family’s Garage 
and Bus Business – has been 
written by Colin Tucker, 
published by Acair Books, 
who wrote the book shortly 
before the sudden death of 
Ian Mitchell in December 
2016.

Ian Mitchell was the son of 
the founder of the business, 
John Mitchell, and Ian made 
it his life’s work to carry 
on that legacy, which saw 
Mitchell’s run bus services 
all over the island and build 
a garage and motor business.

�e origins of the Mitchell’s 
business go back to the 1920s 
and ’30s when John returned 
home to Lewis a�er active 
service and took home with 
him a bus, which became one 
of the �rst ‘township buses’ 
on the island.

He expanded with more 
The new book is being launched by Acair Books in 
Stornoway. 

Former sta� at Mitchell's. The late Ian Mitchell. Mitchell's ran a parcel service in Stornoway. 

Book records history of 
Lewis family bus firm

buses and a parcel service 
and took on the Stornoway 
trustees in his battle to be 
allowed to build a garage – 
taking them to the House of 
Lords a�er they reneged on 
a deal to lease him land. His 
victory over the Stornoway 
Trust, in 1936, would become 
a famous case in contract 
law that John’s grandson 
Chris would stumble across 
at university while studying 
business law as part of a 
degree in accountancy.

Chris Mitchell, who is 
travelling from his home in 
England to be at the book 
launch, worked with writer 
Colin Tucker to see his 
father’s dream of a book on 
the family business become 
a reality.

He is also pleased to see the 
book ‘come into the world’ 
as it is ‘a lens onto life on the 
island at di�erent times’ and 
should be enjoyable to read 
for many people due to its 
mix of local history, personal 
memories from former em-
ployees and photographs of 
the old buses and the town.

Chris said the launch would 
be ‘bittersweet’, with the 
loss of his father only a few 
months a�er Colin Tucker 
agreed to write the book.

‘My father would have been 
a great source of additional 
information,’ he said, ‘but it 
was great that Colin, despite 
my father passing away, was 
able to see it through.’

Chris said he was ‘delighted 
with the writing, delighted 
with the photos, delighted 
with the way Acair enthusi-
astically got behind it’ and 
said the book had uncovered, 

in ways that he and his father 
had spoken about, ‘aspects 
of the garage’s history and 
island life that were new to 
me’.

He said: ‘I’ve got my own 
personal connection with 
family but I’m hoping there’s 
enough information about 
island life and characters 
from the past that will also 
make the book of interest to 
many other people.’

Chris said his father 
had become ‘increasingly 
interested in history gen-
erally and in the history of 
the island’ in his later years 
and had been involved in 
putting up a few plaques and 
monuments – including the 
teardrop marking Bonnie 
Prince Charlie’s landing in 
Airidhbruaich.

He had begun to turn his 
thoughts to the story of their 
own family business and 
talked about the possibilities 
with his son.

‘We had a notion there 
might be something there 

but it needed a writer,’ said 
Chris. ‘�at’s what caused 
my father to go o� and have 
a few conversations with 
people. I think he was very 
happy to �nd Colin.’

Before his father died, 
Chris said he had ‘started 
thinking about a structure 
for the book’ with Colin and 
they had already mapped out 
di�erent chapters.

�ese include the story of 
John Mitchell, its origins as 
a transport and parcels ser-
vice, the dawn of the garage, 
clashes with the trustees and 
the tra�c commissioners, 
post-war expansion, the bus 
�eet, the physical challenges 
of the routes – including 
navigating icy piers – and the 
end of an era.

‘I’m very pleased we were 
able to follow through on 
my father’s aspirations,’ said 
Chris.

�e book is being launched 
in the Caladh Inn on Monday 
September 3 at 7.30pm. Free 
entry.

01397 874000 whc.uhi.ac.uk

apply now!
Portree, Broadford, Auchtertyre, Mallaig, Fort William

for autumn start 
Kilchoan, Kinlochleven, Gairloch, Strontian & Ullapool

@

Your local college  
centre can offer part 

 time and flexible  
study options  
- give us a call!

#thinkwestisbest

Thinking…

>  about your future? 

>  of a new career?

> of combining work  
and learning?

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Are you making 
plans: employment, 
college or university – which 
will it be? Are you ready for 
a new challenge to help 
you towards future work or 
further learning?
Our 10 college centres have a wide range 
of courses, all accessible with networked 
learning. Here in Fort William you can 
study those courses as well as many others 

such as professional cookery, music, 
fashion and design, construction and 
adventure studies. 
Want to work outdoors? Mallaig runs 
maritime courses to prepare you for 
work at sea and Broadford on Skye o�ers 
Crofting and Countryside Skills, giving you 
the tools to work on the land.
So whatever your interests, plans for work 
and whatever level of study you’re ready 
for, we will have a range of courses that 
might interest you. 
Please call us on 01397 874000 or pop in 
anytime and our student services team 
will be happy to guide you through what 
your options are.

We’ve saved a place for you...
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Kiwis triumphant in piping  at Argyllshire Gathering

The pipers set o�  from Station Square. 16_T35_obangames07

The parade makes its way from Station Square. 16_T35_obangames10

Some of the best bagpipers, 
strongest men and highest 
jumpers in the world de-
scended on the Argyllshire’s 
Gathering Oban Games and, 
barring a few mishaps like a 
judges’ tent collapsing and 
the tug-of-war rope break-
ing, all seemed to go slickly 
to plan, mostly escaping the 
worst of the weather.

More than 100 pipers trav-
elled from across Scotland, 
Canada, Ireland, Australia, 
New Zealand and the USA to 
vie for the most prestigious 
titles. New Zealander Stuart 
Easton, playing Brother’s 
Lament, beat 25 competitors 
to win the coveted Highland 
Society of London Gold 
Medal, and £500, in Oban’s 
Corran Halls on Wednesday.

Mr Easton, Pipe Sergeant 
of the Manawatu Scottish 
Pipe Band, sobbed as he 
phoned home to tell his 
wife the good news, that all 
the 12,000-mile travel and 
expense had been worth it. 
He told the Piping Press: 
‘I’ve worked so hard for this. 
I can’t believe it. It’s what 
you dream of as a piper, and 
it’s my son’s third birthday 
today too.’

� e Silver Medal, and £300, 
was won by Darach Urquhart 
from Kyle, who played 
Chisholm’s Salute. Angus 
MacColl from Benderloch 
won the Former Winners’ 
MSR, a prize worth £500, but 
was pushed into second place 
in the Senior Piobaireachd 
by Stuart Liddell, of 
Inveraray and District Pipe 
Band, who played Angus 
MacPherson’s Salute to the 
Cairn at Borreraig, taking 
home £500. Just four days 
earlier, Mr Easton led his 
band to second place in the 
Worlds Grade 1.

Andrew Ferguson, a piper 
with Dollar Academy, took 
the MacGregor Memorial 
Piobaireachd for interme-
diate level ceol mor, and the 
new Angus Nicol Memorial 

Silver Medal, in memory of 
the former piping steward 
Angus Nicol, awarded for 
the highest aggregate in 
the MacGregor and Hardie 
competitions.

� e winner of the previous 
day’s Gold Medal acts as 
the duty pipe major for the 
march on � ursday from 
Station Square to the Oban 
Games � eld at Moss� eld 
Park, where the ‘A’, ‘B’ and 
Intermediate grade light 
music, or ceol beag, contests 
are held.

Connor Sinclair of Crie�  
triumphed in the A March 
� nal, beside Ben Duncan 
of Edinburgh in the A 
Strathspey and reel. Liam 
Kernighan, pipe sergeant of 
the Canterbury Caledonian 
Society Pipe Band in 
Christchurch, New Zealand, 
was victorious in the B 
march, while Calum Watson 
of Lasswade secured top slot 
in the jig, B Strathspey and 
reel.

Australia, in the form of 
Josh Chandler of Mount 
Martha, took the RG Hardie 
Memorial Trophy for 
Intermediate MSR. In the 
junior section, the under-18 
Argyll MSR was won by 
Ross Connor; Innes Munro 
was awarded the Oban High 
School Medal; the Junior 
MSR went to Erin Byers of 
Oban; and Ross Connor was 
given the Duke’s Bursary.

In the heavyweights, 
Lukasz Wenta, a personal 
trainer from East Kilbride, 

was enjoying his best season, 
coming � rst in 28 Highland 
games out of 35 so far, and 
li� ing the John MacColl 
Heavyweight Championship 
Trophy. � e 39-year-old, 
who plans three more years 
competing, is forti� ed by 
sporting genes: his mother 
was an Olympic rower and 
his cousin an Olympic cham-
pion for hammer.

� e athletics culminated 
in the gruelling hill race for 
the Kilninver Cup, won in 
the open by Finlay Todd of 
Inverness, in the women’s 
by Eilidh Shearer of Oban, 
and in the local by Louis 
MacMillan of Tayvallich. 
Emma � ompson from 
Oban won the women’s 
100m and high jump, while 
high jumper Allan Smith 
from Edinburgh, who came 
� � h in the Commonwealth 
Games, came top in the open, 
securing £80 spending mon-
ey for a holiday in Dubai. � e 
junior athletics champion 
were, for the girls, Abbie 
Cato, and Jake Gillespie for 
the boys.

In the Highland dancing, 
Eva MacColl won the 
Webster of Oban Trophy 
in the local ages seven to 12 
bracket and, in the open for 
13-15 years, Sophie Baker 
from Islay won the Calley 
Fisheries Trophy and Donald 
Taylor Shield.

Jennifer Watt from 
Manitoba, Canada, li� ed 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
Championship Medal; Ailie 
Munro of Connel took the 
Oban High School Trophy; 
and Katie MacPherson from 
Oban came � rst in the local 
Highland � ing, sean triub-
has and hullachan, winning 
the Farquhar Martin 
Memorial Trophy.

Senior steward Robin 
Nicholson thanked the 
committee for their ‘tireless’ 
work over the past year, the 
games’ principal sponsor 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
and Oban High School 
for contributing their pipe 
band, dancers and stewards.

Ewan Dyer and Rebecca Burns compete 
in the 800m. 15_Oban Games_28

The Highland dancing was keenly 
contested. 16_T35_obangames17

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Gold Medal winner Stuart 
Easton. 15_Oban Games_67
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Kiwis triumphant in piping  at Argyllshire Gathering

Allan Smith clears the bar during the high jump. 15_Oban Games_41

The crowds were keen to capture the spectacle on camera. 16_T35_obangames08

Three girls compete in the Highland dancing. 15_Oban Games_43

Oban High School Pipe Band march around Moss� eld. 15_Oban Games_61

More photographs at 
www.obantimes.co.uk

Traditional events included hurling the 
stone. 15_Oban Games_34 The gathering draws people from across the world. 16_T35_obangames20

A young piper plays just before the 
parade sets o� . 16_T34_obangames03
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Concern over housing 
challenges in rural 
areas is justi� ed
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Kate 
Forbes has reported that concern over 
housing in the region was among the 
most pressing of issues raised by her 
constituents as she undertook a summer 
tour of the region.

� at is quite understandable, if 
unsurprising, given that it is one of the 
most basic of requirements.

� e provision of housing, especially 
in rural areas, is a vital service for � e 
Highland Council to provide.

� e shortage of a ready supply of decent 
quality homes, particularly a� ordable 
social housing, impacts negatively on 
the local economy as it deters people 
from moving to the area to take up new 
employment.

� at is a cause of special concern in 
Lochaber given the expected expansion 
of the GFG Alliance smelter in Fort 
William.

With many jobs likely to be created, the 
problems with housing are thrown into 
even sharper relief. Where are the new 
arrivals expected to move to if there are 
insu�  cient homes for them?

So it was gratifying to see the Scottish 
Government apparently taking this issue 
seriously by sending Housing Minister 
Kevin Stewart up to Lochaber, at the 
invitation of Ms Forbes, to see for himself 
the situation here.

Ms Forbes was correct to say that this is 
‘a di�  cult nut to crack’ but it is an issue 
that deserves urgent attention if our local 
economy is not to su� er.

Sta�  at BEAR Scotland 
deserve praise for response
I am writing to comment on the excellent ser-
vice I received recently from BEAR Scotland. 
� ese days, people can be quick to criticise but 
slow to praise.

I am semi-retired and moved back to my home 
town of Oban a few weeks ago. On Saturday 
August 11, I reported via email at 3.30pm 
regular loud and irritating noises from a loose 
grate on the main Dunollie road heading out of 
Oban.

I received an immediate response from a very 
courteous and pleasant lady named Vicki, who 
had operatives at the site and dealing with the 
problem within 90 minutes. And this was on a 
Saturday.

Having spent the past 40 years running large 
service delivery organisations in the United 
States and Far East, I recognise excellent service 
when I experience it.

When I praised Vicki, she said I would 
have received the same service from all her 
colleagues. How modest of her and what an 
impressive culture BEAR Scotland has. Well 
done all.

John Watson,
Benvoullin Gardens, Oban.

ScotRail should provide 
more carriages on trains
How important is it that tourists are happy with 
all aspects of their visit to Oban and the isles, 
including their travel to and from the town?

� e two-carriage 8.57am ScotRail train 
service out of Oban bound for Glasgow on 
Saturday last was crammed with passengers 
and, understandably, many had at least one 
piece of luggage. � ere were also two wheel-
chair users and a number of bicycles.

� e journey may well be advertised as 
among the most scenic in the UK, but three 
hours packed together in two carriages is very 
uncomfortable and, for those many people 
who had no seat, the journey must have been 
intolerable.   A sta�  member commented that 
this was typical of weekend train services from 
Oban throughout the summer months.

So, given that ScotRail knows what passenger 
numbers are from ticket sales, why is it that 
the company fails to provide more carriages 
to cater for predictable seasonal demand? � e 
situation suggests managerial incompetence, 
or managerial ignorance of the business, or a 
callous disregard for passenger comfort.

Let us hear from the company why matching 
supply with demand is so di�  cult.

Ian Reid,
Ardconnel Road, Oban.

Visitors need more than 
soap and candles
I feel compelled to write to you regarding the 
response of A Halley (� e Oban Times, letters, 
August 16) to my letter published in the previ-
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ous week’s edition. � eir � nal comment asking 
campervan drivers to ‘pay up or shut up’, aside 
from being a frankly rude response, is also 
rather nonsensical.

Tobermory harbour has no restrictions on 
parking, so anyone (campervans included) is 
more than entitled to park there. It is hardly our 
fault (I include Fergus, my wee dog, as always) 
that the council has not sorted this out.

I would advise the council to create special 
campervan parking bays at the pier end of the 
harbour, charging a small fee for overnight 
stays, thus keeping everyone happy.

As a side issue, I would love to spend more 
money on Mull, but if you are a regular visitor 
there is only so much expensive soap, expensive 
chocolate and antler horns one requires.

As for A Halley’s accusation of dumping my 
chemical toilet where it is not wanted, I can 
assure them that my ablutions remain in my 
campervan (I cannot say the same for Fergus) 
until such time as I can dispose of them in the 
correct manner.

However, if Tobermory’s public toilets hadn’t 
been turned into an ice-cream parlour the 
whole thing may be rather a moot point.

I shall possibly rethink my autumnal plans 
if there is to be this kind of animosity toward 

campervans. Indeed, instead of bumping their 
gums, Mull residents would do better to create 
an economic model that is not so reliant on 
tourism, chocolate and candles. � en maybe 
they could a� ord to behave in such a cavalier 
fashion toward visiting tourists.

R M Dalrymple,
by email.

Baby box money could be 
spent on breast-feeding
We’ve recently been reminded by the BBC that 
the Scottish Government has spent £8.8 million 
in this � rst year of having baby boxes provided 
to all newborns.

While this might be a nice and seemingly 
harmless gesture, it is being advertised that the 
box and contents are to give ‘the best start in 
life’ for an infant. A true best start in life for a 
baby is to be breast-fed, which costs nothing.   
� e government is implying that we need to 
have a variety of commercial products for a 
baby to have the best start in life.

� e £8.8 million would be far better spent 
promoting the bene� ts of breast-feeding, the 
12 risks (at least) to a child of formula/arti� -
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Ballachulish Hall recently hosted a well-at-
tended Hard Road to Everest presentation by 
mountaineering legends Doug Scott CBE and 
Paul Braithwaite.

� e two climbers were part of the Chris 
Bonnington-led attempt on Everest in 1975.

� e event was introduced by Lochaber 
climbing legend Hamish MacInnes, who gave 
an amusing introduction.

� e successful evening, enjoyed by a variety 
of age groups, raised £1,500 to be split between 
Glencoe Mountain Rescue Team and Doug 
Scott’s charity Community Action Nepal.

Mountaineering legends Doug Scott and  
Paul Braithwaite with Hamish MacInnes.

Great Glen Charcuterie of Roy Bridge is cele-
brating a� er being named a � nalist in the new 
product category of the Highlands and Islands 
Food and Drink Awards.

Fort William Community Council (FWCC) 
met last month at Voluntary Action Lochaber, 
An Drochaid.

Among matters discussed were:
Police report: Anti-social behaviour and 

problem neighbours: PC Katy Duncan is 
working with housing and social work sta�  in 
a prevention and intervention role. Sergeant 
Hough had recently met with members of 
Claggan Residents’ Association.

Glen Nevis roundabout re-design: Police 
were asked if they felt this had increased the 
� ow of tra�  c. � ey said it was too early to tell 
but it had possibly improved � ow a little.

Grange Road car park: New Highland 
Council (HC) signs in place. Sergeant Hough 
advised he carried out a detailed report a 
number of years ago on the car park and was 
happy to pass this on to the community coun-
cil to discuss at a future meeting. � e meeting 
agreed this would be useful. Sergeant Hough 
advised that despite recent serious incidents in 
the town, the crime rate was very low. Should 
the community council require any support 
or assistance with regard to roads, parking or 
pavements, he would be happy to o� er advice 
and, where appropriate, support.  � e chair-
man thanked Sergeant Hough.

Action points from the June meeting:
Proposed closure of toilets at west end of 

town: Sue Keen advised that the Town Team 
had been approached by HC to consider taking 
on the toilets under the Community Transfer 
of Assets Scheme. � ey declined. FWCC to 
write to HC objecting to any closure.

Archive: secretary emailed Dot Ferguson ad-
vising it had been brought to the community 
council’s attention that HC plans to name the 
new archive a� er Alexander Ross, a proli� c 
architect of the late 19th century, known as 
the Christopher Wren of the north. Was the 
building, which is to house the archive centre, 
designed by Alexander Ross? It had been sug-
gested to FWCC that James Grewer Falconer, 
a local architect at the time, was responsible 
for the construction of this building and not 
Alexander Ross.

� e main building, now named a� er Charles 
Kennedy, was designed by Alexander Ross. 
It would be a travesty if the council was to 
name the building a� er the architect of the 
building next door. FWCC believes that while 
uncertainty remains, HC should not proceed 
as planned.

� e secretary advised the response was: 
‘Lochaber community councils were all 
consulted about a name for the new o�  ces 

in September 2017. Local members agreed on 
the names for the buildings in recognition of 
the contribution each individual had made to 
Lochaber and both addresses have now been 
formally registered.’

� e date referred to in this response was 
just prior to FWCC being re-established. � e 
meeting agreed to take this back to HC again.

� e chairman advised the meeting that, 
unfortunately, Robbie Jordan has had to 
resign as a community councillor due to other 
commitments.

� e company, known for its Wild Venison 
Charcuterie, has been shortlisted for its re-
cently developed Scottish pork salami, which 
received a Gold Star at the Great Taste Awards 
last month.

Only 44 businesses made the prestigious 
awards shortlist that spanned 14 diverse cate-
gories ranging from Restaurant of the Year to 
Young Ambassador of the Year.

Running for 13 years now, the awards show-
case the diversity and excellence of the region’s 
food and drink industry, contributing to the 
reputation of Highlands and Islands as a world 
food destination.

Anja Baak of Great Glen Charcuterie, said: 
‘We are absolutely delighted to have been 
shortlisted for this award. We use Scottish 
pork from Petley Farm just north of Inverness 
for this salami so it is a real Highland product. 
We hope this new salami will be a great alter-
native for any continental salamis chefs are 
using at the moment. � e product is aimed at 
the food service industry and has found is way 
onto menus all over the UK already.’

John Swinney at Lundavra Primary School with 
pupils Meghan Trotter, Arlo Sutherland, Charleigh 
Adams and head teacher Katrina Kelly. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos IF F35 John Swinney Lundavra

Nether Lochaber has won a Highland � ird 
Sector Award for community initiative of the 
year.

� ree Nether Lochaber representatives trav-
elled to Strathpe� er on Friday to receive the 
award on behalf of the association.

� e Community Initiative Award recognised 
the di� erences made by the local community 
association and the community council and 
all those who have worked over the past few 
years making Nether Lochaber brighter for 
residents and visitors.

� e award is for everyone involved and will 
be displayed in the village hall.

NETHER LOCHABER

The Nether Lochaber representatives with 
their Community Initiative Award.

Lundavra Primary School in Fort William 
welcomed Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills John 
Swinney on Friday.

During his visit, part of a fact-� nding tour 
of schools, Mr Swinney visited classes and saw 
some of the excellent digital learning pupils 
do. 

He was also interested in seeing how the 
school was using its Pupil Equity Fund money.

Deputy First Minister 
goes back to school       
in Fort William
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

 ‘Any Umber-ellas? Any Umber-ellas?’ I can’t 
get that song out of my head. Because, this 
past week, some people have been putting 
spokes into the tercentenary countdown by 
posing the problem of locating the numerous 
umbrellas which were spirited away a� er the 
royal visit. Su�  ce to say, the district council 
will not be putting a damper on the saga. 
Indeed our local authority will, I’m sure, settle 
up, if required, with those local bank branches 
now bere�  of brollies bearing their names. 
� e money will just have to be found from the 
council’s overheads.
 I wonder if Fort William su� ered a similar 
scenario when Queen Victoria came to the 
Gearasdan in 1847 and 1873. Certainly she 
was said to be ‘not amused’ by the Lochaber 
rain aplenty on both occasions. A great shame, 
really, because prior to the � rst visit it seemed 
likely Queen Victoria might make Inverlochy 
Castle her Highland home. But our local 
precipitation put paid to that and she opted for 
Balmoral instead.
 � ere was an interesting cameo tale to tell 
at Corpach Basin towards the end of the royal 
visit last week.  Shortly a� er the Queen stepped 
from her hard-topped Rolls Royce, I noted the 
royal chau� eur unscrewed the silver mascot 
from the bonnet of the car. I asked him the 
reason. He told me the � gure of a polo player 
on his pony is the Queen’s personal favourite 
and is put in place only when she travels in this 
particular ‘Roller’. As she was now going o�  to 
board Britannia, the chau� eur was replacing 
the silverware with what looked to me like a 
silver statue of Eros in miniature.
 Monday was one of yon (yawn) town holi-
days. Some shops shut, some were open and 
the banks closed. But it wasn’t long before a  
holidaying duo capitalised on that fact. � ey 
took up residence on the doorstep of the 
Clydesdale, proceeded to busk with a penny 
whistle and tom toms and put their headgear 
down in front of them to collect some vaca-
tional cash.
 Meanwhile, two � re engines raced to a High 
Street restaurant where an electrical fault had 
caused smoke to belch out in all directions. 
Generators, hoses and other � re� ghting 
equipment everywhere while the outbreak was 
swi� ly defused. In the middle of the commo-
tion, a visitor from furth of Scotland went into 
the restaurant and asked: ‘Can I have a cheese 

sandwich to take away, please’? I trust he got it. 
Toasted, of course.
 � e Lochaber Games caber was storm-
tossed around a fair acreage of Lochaber last 
weekend. To add weight to the caber, it was 
submerged in the River Nevis prior to the 
event and weighted down with rocks. But it 
got away and ‘sailed’ down Loch Linnhe to 
Ardgour where it was spotted by the locals. 
Games secretary Ian Skinner said: ‘It’s cer-
tainly the farthest we have seen a caber go, but 
we’ve put it in a safer place for now.’
 Toto Kearney, art connoisseur and critic, 
who pronounced tellingly on the ‘Multiple 
Image’ exhibition in Fort William Library, 
has been turning his attentions to monitoring 
the ‘cultural programmes’ on television. 
Reclining in his favourite armchair, � e 
Tote appeared to be taking a keen interest in 
a particularly highbrow o� ering till Eunice  
brought him back down to earth. ‘How can 
you possibly make out anything on the telly 
with those glasses on?’ Eunice required to 
know. ‘You know � ne there are no lenses in 
them.’ Aye, Toto’s arts appreciation knows no 
bounds, even through specs which boast just 
the frames!
 Willie Duncan, on nightshi�  in the Paper 
Mill Powerhouse, was savouring the moment 
when he could start the fry-up for the late, late 
supper. Just as he was about to get the sausages 
and bacon into the pan, with the two eggs on 
stand by, the phone rang. A 10-minute job 
needing done. ‘Dash it,’ intoned Willie, and o�  
he went to investigate. It was then that Big Fred 
pounced. He put Willie’s two eggs into the ket-
tle and boiled them rock hard. � en Fred ran 
them under the cold tap before replacing them 
alongside the bangers and rashers. Back came 
Hungry Willie. Set the sausages and bacon 
sizzling in the pan. Picked up an egg. In true 
chef fashion Willie attempted, one handed, to 
crack it and drop it into the pan. � e egg didn’t 
co-operate. In fact, it bounced. Action replay 
with the other egg. Similar result. Aye, Willie 
was more ‘Egg on Face’ than Egon Ronay, that 
night.
 It has been sunshine all the way these past 
few August days and no rain for ages. I’m re-
liably informed the Lochaber rainfall, usually 
an accumulative 65 inches for the year so far, 
has yet to reach the 50ins mark. So it’s sunny 
smiles all round with our extended summer 
season, amid record sales of sun cream and 
sunglasses. It is even rumoured a number of 
people taking to the slopes of Aonach Mor are 
sporting umbrellas (bank customers for the 
use of?) to ward o�  the sun’s rays.

John Swinney at Lundavra Primary School with 
pupils Meghan Trotter, Arlo Sutherland, Charleigh 
Adams and head teacher Katrina Kelly. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos IF F35 John Swinney Lundavra

Liberty Aluminium congratulated John 
Sandison last week a� er he received his 35-
year service award.

John served his apprenticeship at Lochaber 
Smelter becoming a cra� sman before moving 
into the maintenance technical group.

A Liberty spokesman said: ‘John is one of 
our maintenance planners and is an extremely 
valued and well-respected member of the 
team with a vast mechanical knowledge. Well 
done John and thank you for your continued 
dedication to the company.’

John was presented his award by director of 
power operation at SIMEC Tom Uppington.

Acharacle Community Company (ACC) is 
hosting an open day next month.

� e community centre will open its doors on 
Saturday September 8 to showcase the various 
groups and events who currently meet there.

As part of the bid to transfer the centre to 
community ownership, ACC will be asking 
visitors to the open day about their vision for 
the centre’s future. � ere will also be displays 
from groups that currently use the hall.

Other attractions include live music, a ta-
ble-top sale and a silent auction. Refreshments 
will be served and the new re-use shop will be 
open. � e open day will run from 11am until 
4pm. To book a stall at the table-top sale or 
to place an item in the silent auction, phone 
01967 431411 or email bookings@acharacle.
org.uk.

Following a mix-up last week, we published 
the wrong photograph from the recent Jane 
Douglas School of Dance awards’ night.

We are happy to publish the correct ones 
this week. 

Congratulations to all the young dancers 
who won awards.

John is presented his award by Tom 
Uppington. 

FORT WILLIAM

ACHARACLE

The dancers proudly show o�  their medal 
test award certi� cates.

Left: Darcy Dunlop, Rachel Walker and 
Amelia Rose Murray.

Young dancers make 
the right moves             
to win awards
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Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre made his 10th cut of 
the season in the Rolex Trophy played in Geneva, 
Switzerland, last week.

Robert carded a four-round total of 288 which was 
level par for the four rounds.

In the � rst round he scored an impressive 68 which 
featured six birdies and only two bogeys.

However, the second round proved to be his undoing 
with a disappointing 78 where he managed only two 
birdies along with � ve bogeys and a double bogey on 
the eighth. In round three he carded a level par round 
of 72 and a two under par 70 in round four to � nish on 
288 and � nish in joint 33rd place.

The event was won by Finland’s Kim Koivu with a 22 
under par score of 266. Kim defeated Robert in the 
Finnish Open recently after a sudden death play-o� .    

The Challenge Tour moves on to the Cordon Golf 
Open played in Pleneuf Val Andre in France starting on 
August 30.

GOLF

Arc Trophy at Taynuilt
Results of the Arc Trophy second round and August 
Tankard were played at Taynuilt golf club on August 19: 
1 Hugh Nicolson 39pts (16); 2 Keith Cameron 35pts (22);  
3 Mark Henricksen 35pts (08).

Arc Trophy overall results: 1 Michael Wardrop 
38+33=71pts; 2 Kevin L Mills 32+35=67pts; 3 Mark 
Henricksen 30+35=65pts.

Rain failed to dampen 
spirits on Saturday 
August 18 for the Coll Half 
Marathon.

After a wet morning, 
the skies cleared and the 
sun even appeared to 

Robert makes his 10th
cut of the season

Will wins half marathon
welcome the hundreds of 
runners that assembled at 
An Cridhe to run the half 
marathon, 10k, 5K or 1K 
races.

This popular annual 
event involves most of 
the islanders...registering 
participants, preparing 
food for everyone, time 
keeping, marshalling and 
providing essential water 
stations.

Will Wright from Tiree 
won the half marathon in 
1 hour 20 minutes and 03 
seconds.

The day � nished with a 
fabulous ceilidh into the 
small hours with music 
from Hector’s Heroes.

HALF MARATHON

Tiree’s Will Wright with 
his winner’s medal.

Joe MacLean won the Par 3 Open at Glencruitten on 
Saturday with a score of 63 – 14 = 49 (3/4 handicap 
allowance). Steven McCuish was second with a score of 
57 – 7 = 50 and Alan Jamieson was third with a score 
of 59 – 8 =51.

On Saturday the Stableford � nals take place, also 
Summer Eclectic Round 4.

Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports

Results from Glencruitten

Saints battle back 
to earn the points

Barrhead Arkleston  1
Oban Saints 2

SAFL Premier Division

Two successfully converted 
penalty kicks from Lewis 
Cameron edged Oban Saints 
past a stu� y Barrhead Arky 
side at Cowan Park, Barrhead 
last Saturday.
 Saints’ failure to capitalise on 
a host of scoring opportuni-
ties almost cost them dearly. 
However, Cameron’s stoppage 
time winner was just reward 
for a dominant performance 
against last season’s Premier 
Division One Champions.

� e home side kicked o�  
in bright sunshine on the 
all-weather pitch at Cowan 
Park but it was Saints who 
were � rst to threaten with 
Jamie Graham bursting 
through from right back and 
� ring a low shot inches wide 
of keeper Ross O’Hagan’s le�  
hand post.

Saints continued to make 
the early running and in 
the 10th minute Darren 
Livingston took the ball o�  
the toes of Matt Rippon at 
the front post with the Saints 
striker poised to knock home 
a Fraser MacFarlane cutback 
from the le� .

From the resulting Lewis 
Cameron corner kick Saints 
� nally tested Arky keeper 
Ross O’Hagan with Dene 
Cassells powering a header 
on target which the big keeper 
did well to reach low down at 
his right hand post.  � e Arky 
keeper saved again in the 25th 
minute this time with his feet 
to deny Lewis Cameron. 

A� er dominating almost the 
entire � rst half Saints gi� ed 
their hosts the opening goal 
in the 42nd minute. Graham 
Douglas played the ball out to 
Scott Maitland whose loose 
ball back across the 18-yard 
line was intercepted by new 
signing Craig Cameron, who 

gratefully accepted the gi�  
slotting low past the helpless 
Graham Douglas to make the 
half time score 1-0.

Despite dominating the half 
the Oban side went in 1-0 
down at the break.

Saints made a change a� er  
10 minutes of the second half 
giving co-manager Donald 
Campbell his � rst run-out of 
the season at the expense of 
Matt Rippon.

Campbell’s � rst involve-
ment was to peel o�  at the 
back post and head a Willie 
Gemmell cross from the right 
back across goal but just too 
high for the arriving James 
Ford. 

Saints kept the pressure 
on the Arky defence with 
Donald Campbell sending 
Scott Maitland racing into 
the box where he was felled 
by John McDade. Referee 
O’Donnell immediately 
pointed to the penalty spot 
from where Lewis Cameron 
found the bottom corner to 

bring Saints level. James Ford 
had an excellent opportunity 
to complete the turnaround 
two minutes later but, a� er 
cutting in from the right, sent 
a low shot across the face of 
goal and wide of O’Hagan’s 
right hand post.

Saints co-manager Willie 
Gemmell made way for the 
fresh legs of Kerr Newbigging 
in the 72nd minute.

A blatant kick at Scott 
Maitland by Sean Love just 
inside the Arky half was 
leniently dealt with by referee 
O’Donnell, who was content 
to issue just a yellow card to 
the Arky winger.

Fortunately there was no 
lasting damage to Maitland 
who recovered to swing a 75th 
minute cross into the box 
where the arriving Matthew 
Kelly headed a di�  cult 
chance wide of target.

Skipper Dene Cassells 
joined the attack in the 78th 
minute and had a promising 
run halted illegally inside the 
D. With Willie Gemmell o�  
the � eld, Lewis Cameron as-
sumed responsibility for the 
dead ball but with similarly 
frustrating results as Brian 
McWilliams stuck out a right 
boot to block Cameron’s low 
e� ort on the six-yard line.

A groin strain ended Fraser 
MacFarlane’s involvement in 
the 83rd minute, his place be-
ing taken by Daniel Croarkin.

� ere were howls of exas-
peration on the sidelines as 
James Ford failed to connect 
with a terri� c 89th minute 
Scott Maitland cross from 
the le� . � e sense of frus-

tration continued as Kerr 
Newbigging had a shot from 
19 yards blocked on the pen-
alty spot with the mid� elder 
slicing the rebound wide of 
target.

� e Saints perseverance 
eventually told in the � rst 
of the six minutes added by 
Mr O’Donnell when Lewis 
Cameron wriggled through 
a sea of legs and into the box 
where he was felled by a tackle 
from behind.

John McDade’s continued 
complaints at the penalty 
award earned him a yellow 
card but there can be no 
doubt that the referee gave the 
correct call. Lewis Cameron 
dusted himself down and 
dispatched the penalty kick 
with aplomb to give Saints 
the lead.

Sixty seconds later an 
excellent blocking challenge 
by John Kennedy prevented 
Matthew Kelly from doubling 
the advantage at the same 
time ending Kelly’s involve-
ment as he hobbled o�  to be 
replaced by Kenneth Black.

� e home side gave 
everything they had le�  in 
the tank in the remaining 
four minutes but Saints’ rear-
guard stood � rm to secure a 
hard-fought but ultimately 
deserved victory.

� e recently repaired Saints 
minibus is back on the road 
again this coming Saturday 
as Saints travel to North 
Lanarkshire to face Gartcosh 
United in the � rst round of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup.

Lewis Cameron is congratualted by his teammates after netting his second penalty of the 
match to give Saints all three points. Match report and photographs: Derek Black

Barrhead keeper Ross O’Hagan saves from Lewis Cameron. 

FOOTBALL
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TEN-PIN BOWLING

Bowling tournament proves great fun
�e Fort William branch 
of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland held its bowling 
tournament at the weekend, 
which attracted a good entry 
and plenty of fun.

�e annual event, which 
had 40 entrants, is organised 
to foster comradeship, good 
sportsmanship, raise money 
for  the operation of the 
branch and to make more 
people aware of its work in 
the community.

Competitions were held 
for adults and children, 
the youngest entrant being 

just three-year-old Abbie 
Kennedy, who helped her 
dad, branch member Dean, 
knock down several skittles, 
although he was not in the 
winning line up.

Chisholm’s of Ballachulish 
sponsored the event as well 
as entering its own team, 
which chalked up success. 
Fi�een-year-old Michael 
Chisholm took �rst prize in 
the young people’s section.

Legion chairman  Hugh 
John MacInnes said: ‘We 
have had a great time with 
great company and a lot 

of fun.   I would like to 
thank Chisholm’s for their 
sponsorship, which was a 
major factor in helping us to 
organise it.

‘We hold regular events and 
also take part in a number of 
fund-raising activities, such 
as a baking stall and ra�e at 
the recent agricultural show.

‘Our role is to support for-
mer servicemen and women 
as well as their families and  
we are always ready to wel-
come new members.’

Participants in the bowling tournament enjoyed a great day.  Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Some of the action from the tournament.

Sponsor Louise Chisholm, left, of Chisholm’s, Ballachulish presents a £400 cheque to Hugh 
John Innes, chairman of Fort William and District Branch, Royal British Legion Scotland in 
support of Sunday’s ten-pin bowling tournament held in he Nevis Centre. Winners were, 
left to right: Frances Purden, tail end Charlie with lowest score;  Sarah Harper, young 
female winner; Steve Day, overall winner, and Michael Chisholm, young male winner.

Bowling them over!

Three-year-old Abbie Kennedy, who 
helped her dad and branch member Dean 
knock down several skittles.
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Fort William  2
Formartine United 8

Highland League

GOLF Fort make a good fi ght of it against 
Formartine
� is game was not as bad for 
the Fort as the result might 
suggest, with an improved 
performance for much of the 
match from the home side.

� e Fort players were clearly 
determined to put the previ-
ous weekend’s 10-0 drubbing 
away to Inverurie Locos 
behind them and got stuck 
into the task at hand.

Claggan Park was bathed 
in glorious late summer sun-
shine for Saturday’s game and 
fans did not have to wait long 
for the scoreboard to start 
ticking over with the visitors 
soon leading 0-2.

But there was something 
to cheer about shortly a� er-
wards for the Claggan Park 

faithful when trialist Alan 
Kerr scored to claw one back.

By half time the visitors 
were leading 1-5 and shortly 
a� er the restart it was Kerr 
who scored again hitting a 
screamer into the top corner 
of the net a� er good work 
from Aidan Taylor and 
Dawid Majewski.

Red card
But Fort were hit with a red 

card soon a� er when Ryan 
Henderson was sent o�  and 
then got a second red for 
dissent while walking o� .

Formartine then started to 
put the result beyond dispute 
scoring a free header tapped 
in at the back post from close 
range to make it 1-6.

� eir seventh came a� er a 
sweeping cross from the right 
saw another free header into 
the Fort net and the � nal nail 
in the home side’s co�  n came 
with goal number eight a� er 

another cross from the visi-
tors saw the ball once again in 
the Fort net.

� e Claggan Park side 
still sadly sit bottom of 
the Highland League table 
without a point from their 
opening six games and have 
now conceded 56 goals this 
season for just four on-target 
strikes.

� e Highland League 
decision to deduct the club 
nine points for � elding an 
ineligible player on three 
occasions could see the club 
spend the rest of the season 
with a negative points tally.

� e Fort’s quest to build 
on the positive aspects from 
Saturday’s match started 
last night with a visit from 
Strathspey � istle, currently 
languishing third from 
bottom.

 Fort’s Aiden Taylor attempts to intercept a speeding Gary Fraser.
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Skye golf club results
Ladies’ section: Sunday July 29: Match v Lochcarron 
Ladies:

Isle of Skye GC 143pts, Lochcarron GC 131pts.
1 Jill Mackinnon 32pts - Karen Starr 31pts.
2 Donalda Johnston 28pts - June Millar 34pts.
3 Ann Jagger 33pts - Kay Liston 27pts.
4 Sandra Dew 20pts - Ank Cairns 21pts.
5 Ann Mackinnon 30pts - Mary Henry 18pts.
 Tuesday, July 31, Stableford -  1 Ann Mackinnon 

20pts; 2 Sandra Neil 18pts.
Men’s section: Saturday July 28: Sligachan Scramble:  

1 Andy Pendry, Ian Douglas, John Allan Macleod and 
Ian Marr 55.0; 2 Andrew Long, Ross Macfarlane, Donald 
MacPhee and Steven Coull 55.6;  3 Shaun Escott, 
Ronnie Duncan, Tommy McCord and Iain lewis 57.4.

Wednesday August 1: Dewar Rosebowl, round two:  
1 Alex Munro 38pts; 2 Donald Bethune 33pts bih; 3 
James Colven 33pts bih; 4 Andrew Long 33pts.

Dewar Rosebowl: aggregate: 1 Alex Munro 46pts 
+38pts= 84pts;  2 Donald Bethune 42pts +33pts= 
75pts; 3 Andrew Long 39pts+33pts=72pts.

Isle of Skye Golf Club

Lochaber club lotteries
Ballachulish shinty lottery winning numbers were 2, 6 
and 8. No winners; £800 draw at the weekend.

Caol Community Centre bingo club winning numbers 
were 9, 10 and 14. No winners; £900 draw next week.

Caol Regeneration Lotto winning numbers were 2, 8 
and 15. Isabel Mathers and Susan MacDonald shared 
the £300 jackpot. Next draw tonight (Thursday August 
30) for £100 jackpot.

Fort William Golf Club lotto drawn Thursday August 
23: Numbers 1, 2 and 11.

There were no winners so the draw will be for £200 
tonight (Thursday August 30).

Fort’s double goal scorer Alan Kerr chased by 
Jevan Anderson.

Clash of the Andrews - Fort’s Reid and 
Formartine’s Greig.

Finbar Dunne from Oban 
has been selected to 
be part of the Scotland 
Athletics squad at the 
2018 School Games – a 
national multi-sport event 
for the UK’s most talented 
school-age athletes taking 

Finbar picked for Scotland
place at Loughborough 
University from August 30 
to September 2.

Sixteen-year-old Finbar, 
who is a pupil at Oban 
High School and is a 
member of the Inverness 
Harriers, will compete 
for the Scotland squad 
in discus. He already has 
an impressive record 
of success and won the 
England Athletics U15/
U17 Championships in 
2016.

More than 1,400 
athletes will compete 
across 11 sports at the 
School Games, � ve of 
which include disability 
disciplines.

ATHLETICS

Finbar Dunne

FOOTBALL

South Lochaber make
it two wins from two

South Lochaber Thistle  2
Glenvale 0

President’s Cup

South Lochaber � istle made 
it two wins out of two as they 
moved to the top of the league 
in the group stages of this year’s 
Greater Glasgow Premier League 
President’s Cup.

Having secured a commanding 
5-2 win in the competition last 
time out, hopes were high as the 
Paisley-based Glenvale AFC made 
the journey north for the � rst 
time.

SLT were on the front foot 
immediately, with Sean Noble in 
ebullient form on the right � ank 
and it was from a Noble corner the 
best chance of the opening period 
came. His cross was thumped o�  
the bar by towering mid� elder 
Andrew MacLean, who was un-
lucky not to open the scoring.

Although the Kinlochleven side 
had the best of the possession, the 
Glenvale defence held strong as 
� rst skipper Martin Munro, then 
veteran mid� eld general Dave 
Forbes and � nally Noble, again, all 
saw chances � ashed wide or high 
of the visitors’ goal.

As half time approached, and 
still deadlocked, the Jags then 
su� ered a number of injuries to 
make what was becoming a tricky 
encounter even more so.

First stalwart striker Danny 

FOOTBALL
Macintosh was replaced by Tot 
as he su� ered a reccurrence of 
a thigh strain. � en centre half 
Dean Calderwood, replaced by 
Alexander Macmillan and Noble 
(Cameron Grant) were waylaid by 
a hamstring strain and a headache 
respectively.

� e second half followed much 
the same pattern. South Lochaber 
surged forward, moving the ball 
with con� dence, but still the break-
through refused to come with the 
Glenvale keeper in inspired form.

Bamboozled
Eventually, Munro picked the ball 

up and bamboozled the full back 
to get a shot away. Macmillan was 
on hand to � nish with aplomb at 
the back post to, � nally, open the 
scoring.

Not satis� ed, � istle continued 
to press and victory was � nally 
assured as a neatly worked trian-
gle between Forbes and Darren 
Duncan allowed Munro to bend 
the ball across the face of the goal 
into the far corner of the net for an 
insurmountable 2-0 lead and the 
three points secured.

Man of the Match was keeper 
Andrew Toon Brown for his com-
posure and excellent shot stopping.

Next week sees South Lochaber 
� istle at home once again, this 
time taking on Ardeer � istle who 
make the journey from Ayrshire in 
the � rst round of the Scottish Cup.
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Mallaig  5
Glenelg 1

William Wilson League
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 30, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.55 1.0 07.37 3.7 
 13.57 1.0 20.02 3.8
Fri 02.22 1.1 08.07 3.6 
 14.27 1.1 20.34 3.7
Sat 02.56 1.2 08.42 3.5 
 15.05 1.3 21.12 3.5
Sun 03.40 1.4 09.25 3.3 
 15.55 1.5 22.01 3.3
Mon 04.41 1.6 10.21 3.1 
 17.06 1.7 23.15 3.0
Tues 06.02 1.6 11.48 3.0 
 18.40 1.7  **.**  *.*
Wed 01.42 3.0 07.24 1.6 
 14.14 3.1 20.14 1.6              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals
Light winds from
the west
Temperatures 
9°C to 15ºC.
Friday 
Cloudy
Moderate breeze from
the south south west
Temperatures 
13°C to 17ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the south west 
Temperatures 
13ºC to 17  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

14

17

16

Fort make a good fi ght of it against 
Formartine

A high kicking Liam Gilchrist tackles an airborne Gregor Whyte. 
 Fort’s Aiden Taylor attempts to intercept a speeding Gary Fraser.
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Lochaber coach Hendrie expects
tough league opener again

Win keeps Mallaig in the title race

Mallaig hosted Glenelg in 
the penultimate home league 
game of the season and ended 
up with a � ne 5-1 win under 
their belts 

Glenelg took the lead  when 
their forward was allowed 
to turn in the box and � re a 
low shot past Mallaig keeper 

Johnston.  Mallaig got their 
equaliser through Marius 
Stoian with a well-struck 
free kick low into the bottom 
corner of the net. 

Mallaig continued to push 
for the second goal and they 
went ahead through Marius 
once again. A lovely cross 
from Ross Douglas made its 
way all the way to the back 
post and there was Marius 
to smash a low shot past the 
goalie to make it 2-1.

It didn’t take the home side 
too long to get the third goal 
and it was a hat-trick for 
Marius Stoian with yet anoth-
er � ne free kick that � ew past 
the goalie high into the net. 

� e fourth goal was a crack-
er, a great strike by Gordy 
Jamieson from the edge of the 
box into the top right corner 
of the net. 

Mallaig got their � � h 
not long a� er. Despite not 
having much joy in front of 

goal himself it was a second 
assist of the game for Ross 
Douglas. He played through 
to Cameron Muir, who con-
trolled the ball before li� ing 
it over the  Glenelg keeper to 
make the � nal score 5-1.

In their � nal league game of 
the season Mallaig defeated 
Portree 35-0. Credit to the 
young island side who trav-
elled with only nine players.

Lochaber RFC are on the road 
for their � rst league game of 
the season on Saturday with a 
trip south to Mo� at.

Taking over the head coach-
ing duties at the Banavie-
based club from Stewart 
Sandison – who remains part 
of the coaching set-up – is 
Gary Hendrie.

Speaking ahead of the 
Mo� at match, Hendrie 
re� ected on last season’s per-
formances and said the aim 
was to consolidate on those.

‘It wasn’t too bad a season, 
but we had a lot of close 
games and it’s those sorts of 
games that we need to focus 

on getting a win out of,’ he 
said.

As for Mo� at, Lochaber 
faced them in their league 
opener last season as well.

‘In the � rst match, they 
struggled to get numbers but 
were much stronger when we 
travelled south to face them 
at home and I expect that to 
be the same on Saturday,’ said 
Hendrie. ‘We might not be at 
100 per cent ourselves, with 
some of the guys still to come 
back from college - this game 
may be a week early for us but 
we’ll see.’

RUGBY

Gary Hendrie, seen in action with ball in hand during the 
club’s Boxing Day fun match, wants to see Lochaber close 
out more wins this season. Photo: Abrightside Photography
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Blow as Fort docked nine 
points for ineligible player

� e loss of nine league points 
as punishment for � elding an 
ineligible player will make the 
new season’s e� orts to rebuild 
a lot harder, said Fort William 
FC in a statement this week.

� e club’s torrid start to the 
Highland League season was 
compounded by the decision 
from league bosses to dock 
the club the points.

According to the league’s 
management committee, the 
Fort breached league rules by 
� elding an ineligible player on 
three occasions this season, 
which warrants a mandatory 
penalty.

Aiden Taylor, on loan 
from Keith, played in three 
matches before the move was 
registered with the Scottish 
FA on August 15.

As a result, the Lochaber 
club has been landed with 
a £150 � ne as well as being 
penalised by the loss of the 
nine league points.

In a statement, the Highland 
League management com-
mittee said: ‘� e matter of 
Fort William FC � elding 
an ineligible player on three 
occasions was considered 
by the Highland League 

Fort’s Aiden Taylor, 
seen here tackling 

Fortmartine’s Joseph 
MacPherson in the 

game on Saturday, is 
the player at the

centre of the row.
Picture Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

management committee at its 
meeting yesterday evening.

‘In forming its conclusion, 
the committee took into 
account the fact that the 
club had agreed that this 
amounted to a breach of rule 
8.9.4 and that the terms of 
clause 8.9.13 provided for a 
mandatory penalty.

‘Obviously we were saddened
to hear of this decision, a loss
of nine points will make this
season’s rebuild all the harder’

their opening six matches.
A statement from Fort 

William said: ‘Obviously 
we were saddened to hear of 
this decision, a loss of nine 
points will make this season’s 
rebuild all the harder.

‘We would like to thank the 
fans of Fort William and oth-
ers in the Highland League 
for their on-going patience 
and support.’

Meanwhile the club is to 
hold what it calls a ‘recruit-
ment and update’ meeting on 
Sunday, September 9, at 8pm 
in the NUPE social club.

� e aim is to try to recruit 
new committee members, 
including a new secretary and 
treasurer, as well as people in-
terested in helping on match 
days.‘Consequently, the meeting 

decided that Fort William FC 
be � ned a total of £150 and 
deducted nine points with 
immediate e� ect.’

� is decision comes as 
another blow to the Claggan 
Park side’s already poor 
season and leaves them with a 
points tally of -9 in the league 
having not picked up a win or 
a draw so far this season and 
having conceded 56 goals in 

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Newtonmore defeat Kingussie 
in Sutherland Cup � nal

www.resipolestudios.co.uk
loch sunart | acharacle | argyll | ph36 

01967 431506
Only 30 miles from Fort William

 3 New Exhibitions at Resipole Studios Fine Art Gallery
gen re  s cen e s

G a v i n  Y o u n g A u t u m n
s h o w new perspectives in Scottish art

E m e r g e n c e

showing unti l  26th October
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