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OBAN High School Pipe Band cel-
ebrated after a triple victory at the 
Cowal Highland Gathering, winning 
the novice juvenile drumming group A 
and piping in groups A and B, in which 
Tobermory High School took third.

Their winning streak comes hot 
on the heels of the World Pipe Band 
Championships, when Oban High 
School’s B Band were named champi-
on of champions, with the A band in 
second place.

Now the school band are preparing 
to play for 500 continuous minutes to 
raise money to take two teams to the 
UK Championships. Members will take 
turns playing from 9am until 5.30am 
on Saturday September 9 at the per-
formance area on Sta� ord Street. Each 

minute of music will represent one mile 
of the return journey for the competi-

tion in Belfast. So far, the band have al-
ready raised more than £500 which will 

help them take two teams to compete 
in the UK Championships in June 2018. 

It is estimated that it will cost between 
£10,000 and £15,000. Picture: Christine Hill

Drivers report near misses 
with children in Oban estate
A DRIVER says she fears injur-
ing or, worse, killing a child after 
a near miss on a residential road 
in Oban - and she is not alone.

A number of drivers have come 
forward to report that children 
in Catalina Avenue, which is 
situated behind Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, are running out in front 
of traffic while playing in the 
street.

Margaret Macdougall, from 
Taynuilt, told The Oban Times: 
‘I was dropping off a child in 
Catalina Avenue and I was driv-
ing at maybe five miles per hour 

and I saw a child on the pavement 
looking at the car.

‘She stopped at the side of the 
road and I got closer and closer 
and then she bolted out in front 
of me. I could have killed her. I 
slammed on the brakes. I got the 
fright of my life and she did not 
even bat an eyelid.

‘It’s scary what could have 
happened. It just doesn’t bear 
thinking about. A child of that 
age does not have road sense, 
so why she was there by herself, 
I have no idea. There are lots of 
children up there and it is nice to 
see them out – they should have 
the freedom – but they are play-
ing near a road. It just takes one 

child to trip and go on the road 
when a car is coming.’

Following the incident, Ms 
Macdougall took to social media 
to warn other drivers and urge 
parents to educate their children 
on road safety.

And she soon found out that 
she wasn’t alone. Other motorists 
reported something similar in 
Catalina Avenue.

One person, who asked not to be 
named, said: ‘I live up in Catalina 
and have seen this several times. I 
watched a boy recently - eyes 
glued to my van - from a distance 
wait till I got a metre from him 
and then stood out into the road.

‘I had to slam the brake on. The 

strange thing was he wasn’t play-
ing with anybody and stood back 
at the same spot after I passed.’

Oban Community Council 
member Duncan Martin, who 
has been to look at the area, 
said: ‘The one thing you get 
when you build more houses is 
more children. When they come 
home from school they should be 
outside playing with their friends.

‘We drivers have to learn to 
share the road, that we don’t have 
the right to barge through.

‘But I do agree that one or two 
are playing chicken with the cars.’

Mr Martin questioned whether 
a 10mph speed limit and a 
‘children playing’ sign could be 

introduced. ‘I think there are 
some other places in Oban that 
have that,’ he said. ‘It’s good for 
children to play outside and hav-
ing a place where they can do that 
informally is a good thing.’

Ms Macdougall says she has 
toyed with the idea of installing a 
park at Catalina Avenue.

She said: ‘There’s no park up 
there – it’s further down, so ob-
viously a child of that age would 
have to have a parent go with 
them, which is not ideal. I think 
there should be a park because of 
the amount of children.’

Alastair MacGregor, chief 
executive of ACHA, said: ‘There 
are currently a number of speed 

bumps on the hill to slow traffic 
down. The road is also closed at 
McKelvie Heights which cuts out 
traffic from the town. There are 
also high ramp/traffic calmers as 
you enter Catalina Avenue.

‘The association would have no 
difficulty issuing a general letter 
of guidance to our tenants about 
road safety.

‘With respect to the provision of 
play park areas, the association is 
currently evaluating the best 
areas to locate them and we plan 
to build two. We are currently 
in discussions with our builder 
MacLeod Construction and we 
hope to have a timeline for their 
development in the near future.’

U-turn on road closures after outcry
A U-TURN on planned road 
closures has been hailed as 
a victory for people power, 
writes Martin Laing.

Numerous residents, backed 
by The Oban Times, had angrily 
opposed BEAR Scotland’s 
plans to close the A828 between 
Connel and Ballachulish for 10  
full daytime sessions this month 
to carry out roadworks.

Now the level of public outcry 
has forced the national roads 
agency to abandon its proposals 
and instead keep the road open 
during the works.

The organisation said in 
a press release on Tuesday: 
‘BEAR Scotland has revised a 
programme of improvements 
for the A828 following feedback 

from a public consultation into 
proposals. The programme of 
work, worth over £270,000, will 
allow for four road improvement 
projects to be completed on 
the A828, totalling just over a 
kilometre of the route, without 
closing the road.

‘The upgrades will target areas 
of the road in need of repair and 
will create a smoother and safer 
journey for motorists.

‘The new programme will 
be carried out from Monday 
September 18 over six days at 
different sections of the route. 
The road will remain open 
throughout the improvements. 
However, a 10mph convoy 
system will remain in place for 
light vehicles only to ensure the 

safety of roadworkers as well as 
motorists.

‘HGV diversions via the A82 
and A85 will be in place during 
the day, and further notification 
has been carried out with the 
Road Haulage Association and 
hauliers to inform them of the 
plans. No working will take 
place at the weekends to further 
limit disruption.’

BEAR Scotland added: ‘The 
six-day programme of work is a 
reduced version of a larger A828 
improvement project which was 
consulted on earlier in August. 
The public consultation, which 
involved a postal campaign to 
over 2,000 addresses, invited 
community feedback on propos-
als to carry out over £700,000 

of improvements across 14 
different schemes on the A828 
trunk road.

‘The original plans required 
up to 10 daytime closures of 
sections of the road. After 
reviewing all feedback from 
more than 100 responses, a new 
reduced programme of improve-
ments has been prepared which 
will see four of the original 
14 projects carried out, with a 
further six projects to be phased 
throughout the remainder of the 
current financial year.

‘The four larger resurfacing 
schemes requiring road closures 
have been postponed with the 
aim of reprogramming under 
multiple night-time road clo-
sures in the future.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban High 
are a band 
on a run ...
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Music and Song in Lochaber and Argyll from Friday | Ceòl is Òrain air feadh sgìre Loch Abar agus Earra-Ghàidheal bho Dhihaoine

FULL PROGRAMME OF FESTIVAL EVENTS blas-festival.com AIRSON PRÒGRAM SLÀN NA FÈISE

Fort William: Fergie MacDonald’s 80th Birthday Bash featuring Gary Innes, Allan Henderson, Iain MacFarlane & Guests
Tiree: Donald Black Band & Mary Ann Kennedy Band | Oban: Angus Nicolson Trio, Fèis Latharna & Guests
Caol: Fèis Lochabair 25th Anniversary Cèilidh | Kinlochleven: Shinty’s Heroes with Hugh Dan MacLennan, Gary Innes & Co
Bunessan: Dìleab Uilleim with Rachel Walker, Robert Robertson, Ross Wilson, Alasdair Whyte & Jo MacDonald
Spean Bridge: Iain MacFarlane, Dermot Byrne & Ewan Robertson | Tayvallich: Donald Black, Mairi MacInnes & Fèis Latharna

THE 15-year-old girl from Barra 
who was injured in the Manches-
ter bomb attack has returned 
home to the island.

Laura MacIntyre attended an 
Ariana Grande concert at the 
Manchester Arena on May 22 
when a suicide attack took place, 
killing 22 people, including her 
f r i e n d 
E i l i d h 
MacLeod.

L a u r a ’ s  
p a r e n t s 
say they 
‘delighted’ 
to have her 
home and 
‘want to 
return to 
as much of 
a normal 
life as possible.’

Laura received serious injuries 
to her hand and legs.

The Castlebay pupil, who has 
been in hospital since the attack 
took place, was transferred to 
Glasgow in July.

In a statement, Laura’s parents, 
Micheal and Nan MacIntyre 
said: ‘We are delighted that 
Laura has been able to return 
home to Barra.

‘She continues to amaze us 
every day with her strength and 
bravery and we’ve looked for-
ward to this day for a long time.

‘We now want to return to as 
much of a normal life as possible 
and would appreciate time and 
privacy to focus on Laura’s long-
term recovery.’

Injured 
Laura 
returns 
to Barra

Laura MacIntyre.
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Man who assaulted 
wife shows remorse
AFTER he assaulted his wife, 
a man was found unresponsive 
in a tent at Tiree Music Festival 
and had to be airlifted to hos-
pital in Glasgow, Oban Sheriff 
Court heard on Tuesday.

Paul McGhee, formerly of 
Dunbeg, admitted abusive 
behaviour towards his wife, 
shouting, swearing and uttering 
offensive remarks and assault-
ing her by seizing her by the 
neck and punching her on the 
head, to her injury.

Sheriff Patrick Hughes was 
told that McGhee had been 
taking strong painkillers after 
knee surgery and had not been 
drinking for sometime, but 
had done so at the Tiree Music 
Festival on July 17 this summer.

He and his wife had been 
camping at the festival at An 
Talla, Crossapole, when she left 
the tent in the early hours of 
the morning to go to the toilet 
and was gone for a while, having 
stopped to talk to someone.

When she returned he began 
to call her offensive names and 
other derogatory remarks. He 
took hold of her by the throat 
and punched her on the head.

This was all heard by people 
camping nearby and some gath-
ered around the tent which, in 
turn, attracted security person-
nel. His wife was seen to have 

a swollen, cut lip and bruising. 
‘She said she didn’t want the 
police involved,’ said the procu-
rator fiscal, Eoin McGinty, but 
security staff contacted officers 
a short time later.

Sometime after that McGhee 
was found in their tent and he 
was unresponsive. The decision 
was made to airlift him to hospi-
tal in Glasgow.

The day after he was seen by 
police and said during an inter-
view: ‘Can I say a lot of injuries 
can be from jumping around 
at Tiree. It was pandemonium 
there.’

McGhee’s defence agent 
said: He is not trying to excuse 
his behaviour and he accepts 
responsibility and has shown 
deep remorse.’ He added there 
was no chance of reconciliation.

Sheriff Hughes said he had 
read the report prepared on 
McGhee, 39, and a character 
reference. He said: ‘In almost 
every other aspect he is a decent 
man and has contributed to the 
community.’

The sheriff placed McGhee on 
a community payback order for 
12 months during which he will 
be supervised by the social work 
department, comply with any 
recommendations of his super-
vising officer and undertake 140 
hours of unpaid work.

New management 
fi rm for Eriska resort

Chaos as Jura ferry fails

THE Isle of Eriska Hotel, which 
sits on a 300-acre private island 
estate just north of Oban, is to 
become part of the prestigious 
Inverlochy Castle Management 
Company (ICMI) portfolio 
from September 1.

The ICMI group boasts some 
of Scotland’s best known small 
luxury hotels, including Inver-
lochy Castle, Cromlix, Grey-
walls and Crossbasket Castle.

ICMI will manage the resort 
and Michelin star restaurant 
on behalf of Creation Gem, 
the Hongkong-based family 
business which took over Eriska 
in 2016.

Norbert Lieder, managing 
director of ICMI, said: ‘The Isle 

of Eriska Hotel, Spa and Island 
is one of Scotland’s best known 
and loved country retreats and 
we are delighted to welcome it 
to the ICMI family.

‘Over the past year the Rong 
family have sympathetically 
upgraded the 25 hotel rooms 
and built four new self-catering 
lodges to make sure the estate 
offers the ultimate in luxury for 
guests.

‘We look forward to working 
with the general manager 
Gordon Cartwright, head chef 
Conor Toomey and hotel team 
to build on the hotel’s fabulous 
reputation.’

For more information visit 
www.eriska-hotel.co.uk.

THE Islay to Jura ferry service 
fell into ‘chaos’ on Friday, when 
it broke down for two days with 
‘no suitable replacement’.

A small passenger boat was 
used instead between Port 
Askaig and Feolin, leaving 
islanders having to clamber up 
and down ladders, including 
pensioners.

Cars were stranded on both 
sides, and the mail and newspa-
pers could not get through, but 
the community shop did man-
age to manhandle supplies over 
for more than 200 islanders.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson blamed ‘a me-
chanical issue with the engine’, 
and explained that ‘the replace-

ment vessel that had been in 
use on a temporary basis was 
required elsewhere.

‘ASP, our shipping manager, 
worked hard to source a local 
vessel which was put into use to 
provide a temporary restricted 
service. The necessary repairs 
were carried out and the ferry 
was back in normal use in less 
than two days, on Saturday 
afternoon.

‘Our civil contingencies team 
and out-of-hours standby officer 
were aware of the situation. 
However, they were not re-
quired to initiate any particular 
arrangements. 

‘We apologise for any incon-
venience.’

Oyster 
farm is 
approved 
for Mull
A MULL oyster farm has been 
approved unanimously, despite 
a ‘strong objection’ from the 
island’s community council.

The planning application, 
submitted by Celtic Sea Ltd 
based at Loch Melfort, will site 
1,020 metal trestles to support 
mesh bags for oyster cultivation 
at Aird Fhada, Loch Scridain, 
between Pennyghael and Bunes-
san.

The report by Argyll and Bute 
Council officers, who recom-
mended Planning Committee 
approval, stated: ‘The proposal 
represents an intention to 
cultivate an alternative shellfish 
species following the demise of 
the applicant’s mussel farming 
business, and would enable the 
reuse of a currently redundant 
shore base.’

The site, adjacent to the shore 
base, ‘is in the control of the 
applicant’ and ‘does not require 
any consent from the Crown 
Estate’, which owns the seabed.

However, Mull Community 
Council expressed its ‘strong ob-
jection’ on the grounds that ‘the 
applicant’s failed ventures in 
the past have led to abandoned 
equipment being left around 
other sites they have occupied on 
Mull, and that it has taken effort 
on the part of the community 
council and the Crown Estate 
(who have revoked leases) to 
address this.

‘This application appears to be 
a back door approach to avoid-
ing the Crown Estate.

‘An alternative venture is being 
devised by a community group 
which the community council 
would support.’

However, the planners’  report 
concluded that the shellfish farm 
would not detract significantly 
from the character or amenity of 
its surroundings, and exploiting 
shellfish growing waters was 
supported by national policy 
to boost the rural economy. A 
condition was set that no devel-
opment would start until all the 
redundant former mussel farm-
ing equipment was removed.

Visitors enjoy a co� ee break at Kildonan Museum and cafe on South Uist.

Museum completes £800,000 renovation
MORE young people will be able to get 
involved in various activities at a South Uist 
museum following a major extension and 
internal improvements.

Local historical trust Urras Eachdraidh 
Uibhist a Deas (UEUD), which owns Kildonan 
Museum (Taigh-Tasgaidh Chill Donnain), 
has completed an £800,000 development 
project. Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) is supporting the development with a 
grant of £100,000.

The museum celebrates South Uist’s past 
through the story of Gaelic culture, envi-
ronment and people, and aims to increase 
the level of involvement of local people and 
visitors.

The multi-functional building houses the 
museum, café and shop. As well as a new 
extension, the building has undergone in-
ternal improvements, including a redesign 

of the interpretive displays. Young people 
will be involved in multi-lingual audio 
tours of the museum and a junior Comann 
Eachdraidh will be established.

The project enables UEUD to use new 
interpretation displays and a traditional 
smithy and wool shed which will be 
used for demonstrations. Other activity 
programmes include heritage and wildlife 
tours and afternoon ceilidhs.

This season, UEUD has worked with Uist 
Wool and Taigh Chearsabhagh to develop 
joint programmes of interpretation and 
events that celebrate Uist’s wool heritage.

Partnership funding was secured from the 
Scottish Government and Local Authorities 
Regeneration Capital Grant Fund, Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
SnBM Community Fund, Foyle Foundation 
and funds from UEUD.

Built in 1997, Kildonan Museum is a 
popular visitor attraction in South Uist. The 
museum’s collections include artefacts of 
cultural signi� cance spanning an extensive 
period relating to early human settlements, 
clan history and the Jacobites. Important 
archives relating to crofting, culture and 
Gaelic are also housed there.

UEUD’S chairman Ronnie MacKinnon said: 
‘We are really pleased to be able to show-
case our collection in the newly refurbished 
and extended museum. I thank the UEUD 
volunteers who have put considerable 
e� ort into delivering a very successful 
outcome and I also thank the funders for 
their support.

‘The project enables us to safeguard our 
heritage for future generations and use it to 
educate visitors about the cultural heritage 
of South Uist.’

Campsite approved 
to halt Salen decline
COUNCILLORS approved a 
40-pitch campsite on Mull on 
Wednesday, hoping the extra 
£1.5 million annual income will 
help reverse Salen’s decline.

The application, phase one 
of a masterplan also approved 
that day by the Planning, Pro-
tective Services and Licensing 
Committee, proposed creating 
pitches for up to 30 tents and 
10 campervans or caravans, as 
well as a central hub, bicycle 
building, and access and drain-
age works, on land south of Pier 
Cottage, Salen. Access to the 
site already exists, with plans to 
upgrade it.

A report presented by 
planning officers explained 
the campsite was ‘driven by a 
notable increase in the number 
of campervans visiting Mull as 
a result of the introduction of 
Road Equivalent Tariff’ (RET), 
which sets ferry fares on the 
basis of the cost of travelling 

an equivalent distance by road 
on the Oban to Craignure ferry 
route, reducing most ferry fares 
by around 50 per cent.

‘Motorhome single fares are 
now reduced to between £13 
and £26, making the prospect 
of a visit to the island that much 
more affordable for persons 
touring Argyll,’ the report 
continued.

‘The experience to date is that 
increased campervan visits add-
ed to the vehicles available for 
hire on the island, have high-
lighted the paucity of serviced 
facilities available, leading to 
wild camping, overnight use of 
car parks, passing places and 
so on, in what can be inappro-
priate locations lacking in basic 
facilities.’

The masterplan added: ‘The 
development will initially create 
two full-time and two part-time 
jobs. The campsite is predicted 
to attract between 12,000 and 
15,000 visitors per annum with 
an estimated injection of some 
£900,000 to £1.5 million (a pre-

dicted spend of £50 and £75 per 
visitor per day) into the local 
economy.

‘Historically, when Salen had 
a regular ferry service, the Pier 
Road was a main artery for eco-
nomic growth. The village was 
a very prosperous place with 
plentiful employment. Since 
the closure of the ferry service, 
the village has been in steady 
decline.

‘A lack of amenities hinders 
development of the village as a 
residential choice or a tourist 
destination. It is hoped that the 
masterplan development will 
help to reverse this trend.’

Planning officers recommend-
ed councillors approve the ap-
plication. Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon agreed, saying: ‘Salen 
used to be a busy little village. 
This is badly needed.’ With no 
dissention, the application was 
approved.

But the committee’s 
vice-chairman, Councillor Rory 
Colville, slammed the process 
as ‘bureaucracy gone over-

board’, asking officers: ‘Why 
has it required a masterplan and 
an ACE to provide something 
that is needed?’

Part of the campsite lay outside 
a Potential Development Area 
(PDA) earmarked for tourism 
and commerce, and planners 
required an Area Capacity 
Evaluation (ACE) to deem that 
area of open countryside was 
acceptable for development, 
due to the economic benefit it 
would bring.

For the part lying inside the 
PDA, the applicant Torr Gorm 
Developments submitted a 
masterplan, which set out the 
campsite as the first of a five-
phase development, followed 
by pontoons, slipway and moor-
ings, then yacht storage in 2020, 
three retail units in 2021 and 
four chalets in 2022.

Councillor Gordon Blair com-
mented: ‘I am delighted we have 
this process, so we do not have 
the caravan parks in Argyll and 
Bute which have expanded and 
expanded.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Police probe 
guga threat
A TELEPHONE call threaten-
ing the guga hunters of the Isle 
of Lewis is being investigated by 
police.

Every August, in an ancient 
tradition, 10 men from Ness sail 
to the skerry of Sulasgeir to har-
vest fledgling gannets, named 
guga in Gaelic.

Seabird hunting was outlawed 
in 1954, but Ness is granted the 
UK’s only exemption. Scottish 
Natural Heritage deemed the 
annual quota of 2,000 birds as 
sustainable.

On Thursday the Ness news-
paper, Fios, reported receiving 
a call threatening the guga 
hunters, stating ‘the murder had 
to stop’. 

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

My last few articles have been about 
children and how vision is vital for 
learning. So I thought it might be 
appropriate to discuss adult vision 
and how to maintain healthy eyes 
into old age. We are all living longer 
with the associated health problems 
that come with old age. For the 
human eye that typically means 
developing cataracts, glaucoma, 
macular degeneration and dry eyes. 
While none of these are totally 
avoidable we can all do things to 
minimise risk. Simply using sun-
glasses on bright days will reduce 
UV light entering our eyes. UV is 
associated with the development of 
cataracts and macular degeneration. 
Changing our eating habits can 
also help. There is evidence that 
vitamin C can help reduce cataract 
formation. In some countries major 
drug manufacturers have introduced 
tablets designed to minimise cata-
ract formation. They are not licensed 
for use in the EU or the UK. There is 

work ongoing to develop eye drops 
to reduce cataract formation. 
Macular degeneration is associated 
with a lack of lutein in the eye. 
Lutein protects our retinas from the 
harmful e� ects of blue light. Our 
bodies cannot manufacture lutein 
and it can only come from our diet. 
Foods that are high in lutein include 
spinach, broccoli, cabbage, kale and 
eggs. The evidence is overwhelming 
that appropriate dietary change 
de� nitely helps protect our retinas.
Dry eyes also bene� t from changes 
in our diet. By eating much more 
oily � sh e.g. salmon,herring and 
mackerel and cutting down on red 
meat we can increase the levels 
of Omega 3 in our bodies. Lack of 
Omega 3 is one of the main causes 
of dry eye.
Dietary improvements are not always 
easy. It is now possible to use food 
supplements instead. Not all food 
supplements are equal and you should 
ask your optometrist for advice.

Healthy Eyes

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

ADVERTORIAL

Interested in boarding but not sure what to expect? 

Join us for Open Morning on Saturday 30th September for an 
opportunity to see our facilities, tour the school and talk to sta� 
and pupils.
We provide a wide-ranging curriculum and an extensive programme 
of extra-curricular and outdoor activities, including hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing, canoeing and much more.

To confirm your attendance at Open Morning, contact:
admissions@lomondschool.com

Come and join the 
Lomond School 
Family

lomondschool.com

‘At all stages of the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and actively involved 
in their learning. They are respectful, hard-working 
and respond very well to the overall high-quality 
learning experiences’ – said Education Scotland.
Argyll’s only boarding school is inviting families to 
come and see for themselves what makes Lomond 
so unique. 
Located in the picturesque coastal town of Helens-
burgh, with its safe community environment and 
excellent transport links, Lomond School has a long 
tradition of boarders from the West Highlands and 
Islands. 

As the top performing school in Argyll, Lomond 
o� ers a wide-ranging curriculum, including eight 
National Fives as S3/S4 and the traditional � ve 
Highers in S5. 

Extra-curricular activities include hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing and canoeing. The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme is another signi� cant feature and 
Lomond has enjoyed great success carrying out ex-
peditions both locally and abroad. In 2015, Lomond 
was the top performing school in Scotland for the 
gold award. The school also has a long-standing 
history of traditional Scottish music. 
Boarders at Lomond bene� t from excellent facilities 
with the new Burnbrae boarding house, built in 2003, 
o� ering comfortable lounges, a gym and mostly twin 
en-suite study bedrooms. Lomond also allows male 
and female siblings the opportunity to live together in 
the same boarding house. Families are also o� ered the 
� exibility of weekly boarding. 
Lomond School principal Johanna Urquhart said: ‘Here 
at Lomond we pride ourselves on taking an individ-
ual approach to the education and care of each and 
every pupil. Boarding provides a particularly reward-
ing experience thanks to our family ethos, excellent 
facilities and professional, dedicated sta� . We are also 
very proud of our long-standing links to the West of 
Scotland and would welcome any families interested 
in boarding to come and see us.’ 
A parent had this to say: ‘We would like to say that 
it’s the individual approach to education that we 
value the most, along with the breadth of the cur-
riculum from forest school to music that allows all 
the children an opportunity to excel.’
Families interested in boarding at Lomond can con-
� rm their attendance at the open morning. 
To � nd out more, please contact 
admissions@lomondschool.com 

Argyll’s only boarding school 
opens doors to interested families

ADVERTORIAL

Key facts
• High academic attainment.
• Broad-ranging curriculum.
• Extensive programme of extra-curricular 
  and outdoor learning.
• Strong focus on art, music and drama.
• Purpose-built, modern facilities.
• On demand boarding – 
   eg, weekly boarding.
• Excellent transport links to 
   the West Highlands.
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Must be booked at least two 
days in advance of travel.

ADVANCE

SINGLE
£16

 
*

RETURN
£28.60

citylink.co.uk

Travel to Glasgow 
from Fort William 

by express coach!
See the best of Scotland

and benefi t from
8 direct services a day!

*Advance Singles are available in limited numbers across selected routes only.

POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Assault charge
AT ABOUT 8.30am on Wednes-
day August 23, following a report 
of a man assaulting a woman in a 
� at in Connel, a 68-year-old man 
was detained. The man was later 
arrested and charged with  as-
sault. He was held for court and 
a report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Drugs found
AT ABOUT 1.55pm on Wednes-
day August 23, on Station 
Road, Oban, a man aged 36 
was stopped and  searched by 
police. The man was charged 
with possession of a Class A 
drug and a report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

Speeding o� ences
ON WEDNESDAY August 23, 
three men were reported to be 
driving vehicles at excessive 
speed on the A82 near Bridge of 
Orchy. The men were all stopped 
and charged and reports will 
be submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Abusive behaviour
AT ABOUT 1.55am on Thursday 
August 24, in George Street, 
Oban, a man aged 19 was re-
portedly shouting abuse in the 
street. The man was arrested 
and charged with the o� ence 
and a report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

Drunk driver
AT ABOUT 7.15pm on Friday 
August 25, a 40-year-old man 
was stopped by police while 
driving his car on the B8065 near 
Scarinish, Tiree. 

The man provided a positive 
breath test, was  arrested and 
subsequently a blood sample 
was taken for analysis.

Multiple charges
ABOUT 2.10am on Sunday 

August 27, on the A85 near Ta-
ynuilt, a van was stopped and 
the  driver, a 31-year-old man 
was arrested for alleged drink 
driving and driving without 
insurance.

The man subsequently failed 
to provide a breath specimen 
at the police station. He was 
charged and held for court. A 
report has been submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

Vehicle damaged
BETWEEN 5pm on Saturday Au-
gust 26 and 3.45pm on Sunday 
August 27, a silver  Toyota pick-
up, parked on Stevenson Street, 
Oban, was damaged when the 
rear window was  smashed and 
the boot panel was dented. 
Police are investigating the inci-
dent and are appealing  for any 
witnesses or anyone with any 
information to contact them.

Abusive behaviour
AT ABOUT 8.55pm on Sunday 
August 27, following a report 
of a man behaving in an 
abusive manner  in McKelvie 
Road, Oban, a 24-year-old was 
arrested and charged with 
abusive behaviour. The man 
was held for court and a report 
was submitted to the procura-
tor � scal.

Breach of bail
AT ABOUT 12.35am on Monday 
August 28, in Connel, a 68-year-
old man allegedly breached 
bail conditions imposed by the 
court by communicating with 
a woman. Police arrested and 
charged the man, who was held 
for court. A report was submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation to 
these or any other incidents, 
they  can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through  Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Ferry passengers targeted
A NATIONAL campaign to 
clean up Scotland’s roads has 
been backed by CalMac and 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd.

The two have publicly backed 
the initiative, led by Keep 
Scotland Beautiful, which urges 
road users to take personal 
responsibility for their litter, 
encouraging them to ‘give your 
litter a lift, take it home’.

The campaign aims to tackle 
the growing problem of litter 

ruining Scotland’s main roads 
and iconic routes. 

CalMac and CMAL will be 
displaying campaign posters 
at ports Scotland-wide which 
encourage anyone driving on to 
the ferry to take responsibility 
for their litter and take it home.

Keep Scotland Beautiful of-
ficers will also be welcomed to 
the ports to undertake litter and 
public perception monitoring as 
part of the charity’s campaign.

Oban volunteer lifeboat 
doctor does 600th call-out
ONE of the dedicated Oban 
lifeboat volunteer crew reached 
an amazing milestone this week 
by attending his 600th call-out.

Dr Colin Wilson first joined 
Oban lifeboat crew 27 years ago. 
Over that time he has become 
an integral part of the station.

As with all crew members, he 
does this voluntarily in his own 
time, despite being a busy town 
GP.

During his time with Oban 
lifeboat, Dr Wilson has trav-
elled an incredible 12,000 miles 
on board a series lifeboats based 
in Oban. That’s almost enough 
to travel half way around the 
world.

His longest call-out involved 
a 139-mile search for a missing 
diver near the Garvellachs for 
more than 10 hours. His shortest 
call-out was also his 600th, as it 
only involved travelling a few 
hundred metres to the Railway 
Pier close to the lifeboat station 
to evacuate an injured crewman 
from a fishing vessel.

Throughout his 27 years of 
service, the longest he ever 

spent on board was almost 13 
hours during five back-to-back 
call-outs in the one day. 

Fortunately, the lifeboat has 
food on board for just such a 
scenario.

When asked how he felt about 
reaching such an incredible 
milestone Dr Wilson said: ‘I’m 
very happy to have been a part of 
the great team in Oban, playing 
my part as one of the crew and 
using on occasion, when need-
ed, my medical skills.’

These medical skills have been 
called into use on many occa-
sions, and Dr Wilson has even 
been involved in delivering a 
baby on board the lifeboat.

This is a type of call-out which 
Oban has become famous for, 
due to the four babies that have 
been born on board. His medical 
skills have also been recognised 
by the RNLI which appointed 
him regional medical adviser 
for Scotland eight years ago.

He has also been on the na-
tional RNLI medical commit-
tee which advises on all medical 
issues on board lifeboats, as well 

as being Oban’s lifeboat medical 
adviser for the past 14 years.

Throughout this time Dr 
Wilson has participated in a 
huge variety of different types 
of incidents and has seen many 
unusual sights.

One of his most memorable 
was documented on the recent 
BBC series Saving Lives At Sea 
where the fishing vessel St Apol-
lo sank right in front of his eyes. 
Fortunately, all of the crew were 
rescued without injury.

Another memorable incident 
occurred after a vessel went 
aground. When the lifeboat crew 
boarded the boat to take the 
occupants off they found that not 
only did they have to evacuate an 
entire family, but also their pet 
gerbils in their cage.

Dr Wilson has spent more than  
1,000 hours at sea in the past 27 
years, but he’s not hanging up 
his yellow wellies just yet.

He continues to respond to 
call-outs day and night along 
with all of the other outstanding 
volunteers at Oban Lifeboat 
Station.

Celebrating are, left to right, front, Solvejg Craig, Gordon McNab and Eleanor MacKinnon; middle, 
Mhairi Ross, Federica Cesaroni and Deidre MacKenna; and, back, Riccardo Gentile Lorusso, Rhona 

Dougall and Jamie Yates. 16_T35_Rock� eld grant_01

Rock� eld Centre lands 
£1m grant windfall
OBAN Communities Trust 
has been awarded £946,000 by 
the Big Lottery Fund to help 
develop Oban’s former Rock-
field School as a community 
and cultural hub known as the 
Rockfield Centre.

Once completed, the centre 
will feature performance, 
exhibition and workshop spaces 
for arts and heritage projects, 
an enterprise centre including 
a bakery, training canteen, and 
hot-desking and co-working 
facilities.

Chairman Gordon McNab 
hailed the grant as a ‘huge vote 
of confidence’ in this ‘extremely 
innovative project’, and ‘a big 
step forward’ to achieving their 
£2.6 million target ‘to open 
the doors of the main building 
and turn the Rockfield Centre 
vision into reality’ by 2020.

The project’s spark, he said, 
was meeting an elderly client 
one day in the supermarket. 
‘He said he hated the long 
winter nights, that he would 
be locked in his house from 
3.45pm on Friday until 
Monday morning. There are 

hundreds of people like that in 
the area. That has to stop.

‘Loneliness in the commu-
nity has to be addressed. The 
Rockfield Centre will be a place 
where people belong and will be 
welcome. This will bring hope. 
This is why it started.’

On behalf of the board, Mr 
McNab thanked everyone for 
having faith in the project, 
and seeing its benefit for Oban 
and Argyll. In particular, he 
thanked project facilitator 
Eleanor MacKinnon. ‘Without 
her, we would not be getting 
this money,’ he said. ‘We can-
not thank her enough.’

Ms MacKinnon said: ‘This is 
a complete endorsement of all 
the hard work the community 
has put in. This is a third of the 
funding for the capital works, 
but it means we can get up and 
running.’

The Rockfield Centre will 
be holding an open day on 
Saturday September 2, with 
coffee, cake and a glass of fizz 
to celebrate and showcase the 
project. Doors are open from 
2pm to 5pm.

Colin Wilson has delivered a baby on the boat and saved gerbils.

The Oban Times petition for safety improvements on the 
A85. 

People in North Argyll have lost far too many friends and family in accidents on the A85 
between Oban and Connel.  

PLEASE SIGN BELOW: 
Address ............................
..........................................
..........................................

Tel ....................................

Email ...............................
.........................................

Name .......................................................................

and send to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB, or sign the petition 
online at www.obantimes.co.uk/stayalive85

Man failed to give 
sample of breath

Accident reinforces need 
for action on danger road

Man is fi ned £550

A 31-YEAR-OLD man 
has pleaded guilty to driv-
ing without insurance and 
refusing to give a sample 
of breath.

Lazar Visinel Caldaras, 
of Flat 2-2, 180 Prospect 
Hill Road, Toryglen, 
Glasgow, appeared in 
Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday August 28, where 
his sentence was deferred 
for criminal justice social 
work reports. The inci-
dent took pace in the early 
hours of August 27.

His vehicle was spotted 
braking randomly and 
veering over the double 
white lines on the A85 
Oban to Dunbeg road.

The police were phoned 
and they saw the vehicle 
near Taynuilt travelling at 
a low speed and crossing 
double white lines.

He was given six oppor-
tunities to blow into the 

breathalyser, but failed 
to register two successful 
samples.

One sample read 62mcg 
of alcohol in 100ml of 
breath, when 22 is the 
legal limit, but Caldaras 
failed to give the required 
second specimen of 
breath for analysis.

It was also revealed 
that Caldaras wasn’t in-
sured for the vehicle. His 
solicitor, Jane McLaren, 
said that ‘he presumed he 
would be insured to drive 
the vehicle’ as it was his 
boss’s car.

Sheriff Patrick Hughes 
said: ‘For someone to 
drive on local roads, 
which are challenging at 
the best of times, late at 
night, drunk and without 
insurance, is an act of 
despicable selfishness.’

Caldaras’s sentence was 
deferred until October 9.

A 34-YEAR-OLD man 
has been fined £550 for 
attempting to fight in the 
street and being in posses-
sion of ecstasy.

Andrew Stewart, of 6 
Clarinda Drive, Dum-
fries, was out with friends 
but got into an altercation 
with another group of 
males on the Corran 
Esplanade.

Stewart appeared in 
front of Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday August 
28, where he pleaded 
guilty to the offences.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 

McGinty told the court po-
lice spotted two groups of 
males arguing on CCTV.

He said: ‘The accused 
was seen to run towards 
the doorway, where a 
group of six males were 
and was seen kicking out 
towards the group and 
began to throw punches 
in among the group trying 
to get males to fight him.’

When the police arrived 
on scene, Stewart was ar-
rested and taken to Oban 
Police Station, where 
officers discovered £40 
worth of ecstasy on him.

TRAFFIC was disrupted on 
Monday morning this week 
after yet another accident 
occurred on the A85 between 
Oban and Connel.

In this instance, two cars were 
involved in a collision close to 
Poppies garden centre and cafe, 
though there were no reports of 
serious injuries.

Police and ambulances at-
tended the accident, which hap-
pened in the middle of morning 
rush hour.

The incident renewed calls 
this week for action to improve 
safety on this stretch of road, 
which has been the scene of 
numerous accidents in recent 
years, some of them fatal and 
many others resulting in serious 
injuries. At least 11 people 
have died and numerous others 
have been injured since the 
year 2000 on that stretch. Fur-
thermore, buses often cannot 
stop at the gates of Pennyfuir 
cemetery because it is unsafe to 
drop-off or pick up passengers 
trying to visit their loved ones.

The Oban Times has been cam-
paigning since the beginning 
of the year for three principal 
actions to be implemented:  
reduce the speed limit on the 
road, paint double white lines to 
prevent overtaking and create a 
lay-by at the cemetery.

The petition, asking Scottish 
Government transport minister 
Humza Yousaf MSP to consider 
these three measures to make 
the road safer, has now been 
signed by more than 200 people.

Among those  who have signed 
is Nichola Brown from Bender-
loch, who said online: ‘The road 
needs attention. I can’t believe 
the amount of people that are 
badly hurt and killed on this 

road; all people that had also 
driven this road for many years.’

Alice Snelling from Glasgow 
said: ‘I have driven this road as 
have some friends. It needs work 
done to remove hazards espe-
cially in winter when weather 
conditions are bad. Lives need 
to be saved now.’

Stuart Chalmers from North 
Connel commented: ‘I travel 
this road every day and have 
seen dangerous driving most 
days. Should have double white 
lines between Connel and Oban 
and reduce speed to 50mph.’

William Harvey fron Dunbeg 
wrote: ‘Dunbeg has been ig-
nored for too long by ... officials. 
Give us proper road access to 
the A85 and slow down and 
improve the road.’

And Liz Deverill, from Argyll, 
added: ‘I am concerned that 
this is a particularly hazardous 
section of the A85. Also, please 
could there be more of a police 
presence to deter speeding and 
dangerous overtaking. We have 
seen countless near misses.’
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Argyll gears up for this year’s enterprise week

Oban prepares to welcome the Pacifi c Princess

THIS year’s Argyll Enterprise 
Week, which runs from Novem-
ber 6-10, will bring a host of free 
events, designed with feedback 
from local businesses, to towns 
across Argyll and Bute.

From Oban to Campbeltown 
and from Inveraray to Dunoon, 
a range of events has been 
organised to meet the needs of 
key industries in the area with 
themes that support growing 
businesses.

This second Argyll Enterprise 
Week will be delivered, like the 
first of 2016, in partnership by 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Busi-
ness Gateway and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
and the business community.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
leader of the council, said: 
‘Argyll Enterprise Week 2016 
was hailed a huge success, but 
we continually strive to make 
things better. The businesses 
and social enterprises involved 
took the time to give us their 
feedback and we listened.

‘As a result, we have worked 
with industry partners to target 
what’s most important to them, 
increased opportunities for 
informal networking and, most 
importantly, we’ll be letting you 
hear from people who have made 
a real success of their business in 
Argyll and Bute. This is all about 
supporting our local businesses 
to grow and prosper.’

David Smart, HIE’s head of 
special projects in Argyll and 
the Islands, said: ‘Argyll Enter-
prise Week will focus on areas 
of potential expansion such as 
tourism, food and drink and the 
creative industries. 

‘We will also take a look 
at how to help your business 
grow through funding streams, 
making the best use of digital 
technology and exporting op-
portunities. 

‘There are also workshops 
planned for groups interested 
in community-led development. 
All these events are free to 
attend.’

Last year, more than 400 par-
ticipants representing at least 

150 businesses or organisations 
took part in events across the 
week. Attendees came from 
across the area, including Bute, 
Dunoon and Tiree.

In feedback, 95 per cent of 
respondents confirmed they 
had learned something new, 97 
per cent  said they had made 
new connections and 96 per 
cent said they had been inspired 
by the event, in keeping with its 
aim to connect and inform.

For more information on 
what is on offer during Argyll 
Enterprise Week go to www.ar-
gyll-bute.gov.org.uk/argyll-en-
terprise-week-2017 or phone 
the Business Gateway team on 
01546 604555.

IT’S going to be another busy 
day today (Thursday August 
31) with a visit from another 
beautiful cruise ship, as the 
Pacific Princess bringing more 
than 600 passengers and 375 
crew to Oban to explore the 
town and all it has to offer, 
writes Oban town ambassador 
Kay MacDonald.

I’m always delighted to hear 
what a positive impression 
people returning to their ships 
have of Oban. They think the 
town is beautiful and everyone 
friendly and helpful with the 
majority saying that they hope 
to visit again.

The friendliness of Oban 
people is something that is 
commented on again and again 
as I speak to visitors and, in 
our own wee way, BID4Oban is 
trying to recognise and applaud 
that by presenting customer 

service awards to individuals 
nominated by the public.

So far this has been through 
our LoveOban Facebook page 
but perhaps this column could 
make it more widely recognised.

If you would like to nominate 
someone it couldn’t be easier. 
Just contact our office on 
01631 569915, email me at 
kay@bid4 oban.co.uk or leave 
a message on the LoveOban 
Facebook page.

With all the feedback I’ve had 
over the summer there must be 
lots of people out there deserv-
ing recognition.

I was also pleased to hear 
that Argyll and Bute Third 
Sector Interface is holding a 
volunteer of the year ceremony 
on Thursday September 7 in 
the Argyllshire Gathering hall. 
For more details, the number is 
01631 564839.

When we live in troubled 
times, it’s good to celebrate 
the fact that we’re surrounded 
by people trying to make life 
better for others.

The photo last week was taken 
as I sheltered from the rain un-
der the clocktower on the North 
Pier and I didn’t stray too far for 
this week’s photo.

WHERE IS THIS?

Student Alison has now 
got anorexia on the run
SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

FOR many, running is an unen-
joyable chore, something that we 
try to avoid and feel we must do 
on a weekly basis, but for Argyll 
student Alison MacVicar the 
sport was her salvation.

The 20-year-old is recovering 
from anorexia and, like many 
others, running has provided her 
with a way to cope with mental 
health issues.

Now Alison, from Oban, is tak-
ing part in the Bank of Scotland 
Great Scottish Run Community 
Challenge to raise awareness 
of eating disorder charity Beat, 
which helped her with her 
recovery. During the commu-
nity challenge, each runner will 

embark on their own personal 
journey, receiving a personalised 
training programme by an expert 

coach in the weeks leading up to 
the run, on October 1 – Alison’s 
21st birthday.

Bank of Scotland has teamed 
up with Scotland’s 32 local 
authorities for the challenge, 
with each body nominating one 
person from their area, in a bid 
to get Scotland active, so the 
prospect of representing Argyll is 
a privilege for Alison.

‘As a community, Argyll has 
given me so much. It has given me 
perfect places to run and great 
opportunities,’ Alison said.

‘They nominated me to carry 
the Queen’s baton in Oban for 
the Commonwealth Games and I 
feel like I would like to give some-
thing back and represent them.

‘Oban is the perfect town to run 
in because it has plenty of routes, 

plenty of scenery and plenty of 
hills.’

This is borne out by Alison 
being first woman home in the 
hill race in last week’s Argyllshire 
Gathering in the town.

‘Without running, I would not 
be so far into my recovery from 
anorexia. It has provided free-
dom, given me a purpose and, 
ultimately, made me smile.’

Starting at George Square in 
Glasgow, the Bank of Scotland 
Great Scottish Run will see 
athletes follow a route through 
the city before reaching the 
tree-lined finish in the shadow of 
Nelson’s Monument.

For Alison, who is a sport and 
fitness student at UHI Inverness 
and plans to study a nutrition 
master’s at Stirling University, the 

run is a chance to raise awareness 
of mental health issues. She also 
hopes having the support of 
the programme could help her 
achieve her goal of completing 
10km in under 44 minutes. 

‘I will be wearing my Beat vest 
because, no matter where I run, 
I try to raise awareness for the 
charity,’ she said. ‘It will help 
raise awareness about mental 
health, which I think is heading 
in the right direction, but for too 
long people have not wanted to 
talk about it. If I can talk about 
my issues, other people can too.’

Bank of Scotland is supporting 
runners from across Scotland in 
the Bank of Scotland Great Scot-
tish Run Community Challenge. 
Visit great scottishrun.com/
community-challenge.

Chance to see Gaelic plan 

From slums of Haiti 
to Dalmally charity

HISTORIC Environment Scot-
land is inviting people in Oban, 
Mull and Iona to have their say 
on the heritage body’s Gaelic 
Language Plan 2018-2023.

Tomorrow (Friday September 
1), people can view the Gaelic 
plan at the Corran Halls in 
Oban and learn more about 
HES’s long-term commitments, 

as well as have a say on the 
proposals. The event runs from 
7pm to 8.15pm.

On Saturday September 2, a 
second event will be held at Iona 
Public Library, running from 1pm 
to 3pm, when people will have an 
opportunity to talk to Ruairidh 
Graham, Gaelic language and 
policy officer for HES.

A HAITIAN musician who 
received Mary’s Meals as a 
child at school has visited the 
shed where the work of the 
Argyll-based charity began.

Jimmy Belabre, 28, who grew 
up in the violent slum of Cité 
Soleil, has never forgotten the 
kindness of Mary’s Meals sup-
porters who provided him and 
his classmates with food, help-
ing him to access the education 
that changed his life.

His visit to Dalmally was part 
of a three-week stay in the UK 
during which Jimmy is perform-
ing at Mary’s Meals’ annual 
events in Glasgow and London.

Jimmy’s community of Cité 
Soleil is home to around half 
a million people who live in 
houses made from rusting cor-
rugated iron on a rubbish dump 
by the sea.

He witnessed nightly gun bat-
tles there when lawlessness was 
at its peak, from 2004 to 2007, 
and remembers the night a 
bullet struck the wall just above 
his mother’s bed while she slept.

The inspiring young man re-
sisted offers of money and guns 
from local gangs and stayed 
in school. His resolve was, he 
says, fuelled by the daily meal 
he received at school and the 
kindness of the people from far 
away who made that possible. 
For many years, the daily school 
meal was all he had to eat.

Jimmy is now the principal 
of the school he attended, 
St Francis De Sales Becky 
DeWine School, in Cité Soleil, 
where Mary’s Meals continues 

to provide nutritious food in 
partnership with locally-based 
charity Hands Together.

The singer-songwriter was ex-
cited to spend time in Dalmally, 
where the work of Mary’s Meals 
began, in a small tin shed that 
still serves as the charity’s global 
headquarters.

Jimmy said: ‘You can be one 
of two things in Cité Soleil – a 
gangster or a good person. It is 
easier to be a gangster because 
this is something you see every 
day.

‘Fortunately, I had the chance 
to go to a school where Mary’s 
Meals provided food. That 
was one of the most wonderful 
days of my life. The meal kept 
me in school and I could study 
and keep myself positive and 
today I’m a not a gangster – I’m 
a positive influence in the com-
munity.’

He added: ‘It has been an 
incredible experience for me to 
see for myself where the work of 
Mary’s Meals began. If Mary’s 
Meals didn’t feed me, I would 
not have the chance to become 
what I am today.’

Mary’s Meals currently pro-
vides 1,230,171 hungry children 
with a daily meal every school 
day in 14 countries.

Jimmy will share his story and 
perform at the annual Mary’s 
Meals Day free event on Sunday 
September 3 in Glasgow’s Royal 
Concert Hall. Doors open at 
1pm for a 2pm start and every-
one is welcome.

For more information, go 
to www.marysmeals.org.uk.

OBAN High School pupils headed to 
Mossfield on Friday in the wake of the 
Argyllshire Gathering to stage their 
own games.

And while the day may have been cool 
and overcast, the heat was turned up 
on the field with the youngsters giving 
their all to their chosen competition.

Highland Games results 2017
The overall clan results are: 1 Diarmid, 

2 Somerled, 3 Fingal, 4 Ossian
The individual results are as follows: 

Piping Trophy: Gregor MacDonald 
(Somerled); Dancing Trophy: Ailie 
Munro (Somerled); Heavies Trophy: Des 
Halewood (Ossian); Bake off: 1 Diarmid, 
2 Ossian, 3 Fingal, 4 Somerled; Athletics: 
S1 Boys: 1 Morgan Gemmell (Somerled), 
2 Finlay MacLean (Fingal), 3 Kyle 
Cooper (Somerled)/ Lewis Campbell 
(Diarmid); S1 Girls: 1 Shauna MacLeod 
(Ossian), 2 Sophie Houston (Ossian), 
3 Ellie MacInnes (Fingal); S2 Boys: 1 
Calum MacDonald (Ossian), 2 John 
Douglas (Diarmid), 3 Rhys Fairbairn 
(Fingal); S2 Girls: 1 Charlie Johnston 
(Diarmid), 2 Ishbel MacKay (Diarmid), 
3 Sarah Garvin (Diarmid); S3 Boys: 1 
Eillis Hunter (Ossian), 2 Toby MacFar-
lane-Barrow (Ossian), 3 Daniel Williams 
(Diarmid); S3 Girls: 1 Cara Nicol 
(Somerled), 2 Alison Noble (Diarmid), 3 
Ailsa Dowd (Somerled); S4 Boys: 1 Sam 
Coates (Diarmid), 2 Jordan Norman 
(Fingal) 3 Liam Richmond (Fingal); S4 
Girls: 1 Abbie Cato (Diarmid), 2 Katie 
Edmundson (Diarmid) 3 Anna Westwell 
(Somerled)/Lucy MacKinnon (Somer-
led) S5 Boys: 1 Craig Cook (Ossian) 2 
Angus Neil (Ossian) 3 James Gemmell 
(Ossian); S5 Girls: 1 Isla Head (Diarmid) 
2 Grace Thompson (Diarmid); S6 Boys 
(Headmaster’s Trophy): 1 Stuart Inglis 
(Fingal) 2 Ruaridh Horne (Headboy - no 
clan affiliation) 3 Des Halewood (Ossian) 
/ Lewis Buchanan (Diarmid).

Pupils turn up the heat at Oban High School’s Highland games

Alison MacVicar, 20, from Oban, 
is recovering from anorexia.

The heavies entrants were Des Halewood, Darryl McLaughlin, Craig Cook, Ian Barlow, Tommy McQuade, Ewan Shearer, 
Ross McCaskill and Dan Johnston.

Jimmy Belabre’s life was changed by Mary’s Meals.

Head teacher Peter Bain presents the 
trophy to Craig Cook, with Angus Neil 

second.

Councillor Roddy McCuish presents 
the trophy to Abbie Cato, with Katie 

Edmundson second.

Councillor Roddy McCuish presents 
the trophy to Charlie Johnstone, with 

Ishbel Mackay second.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Needing more room?
Needing a new kitchen?

When you need  
more space and you need a
new kitchen

Here’s the solution - 

A Kitchen Extension
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500,000 Scots  
have joined 
the bowel  
movement.

Do yours – it could be a lifesaver. 
The bowel cancer screening test – not the most  
pleasant thing in the world. But it’s the best way  
to catch it early and, if you do, you’re 14 times more  
likely to survive. So if you’re aged between 50 and 74,  
do your test and join the bowel movement.

Visit getcheckedearly.org or call 0800 0121 833

Glen Creran quarry bid refused
A PLAN to quarry sand and 
gravel at Glasdrum in Glen 
Creran has been unanimously 
refused by councillors.

The proposal, submitted by A 
and L McCrae, drew support 
from nine businesses and 1,359 
objections, including from Ap-
pin, Ardchattan, and Duror and 
Kentallen community councils.

Planning officers recommend-
ed the application be turned 
down in a report presented to 
the Planning, Protective Servic-
es and Licensing Committee.

‘The applicant intends to 
extract some 83,000 tonnes of 
sand and gravel over an extrac-
tion period of five years and six 
months’, and then restore the 

land over eight months, said the 
report.

The argument boiled down 
to a requirement in the Local 
Development Plan, SG LDP 
MIN 2, which ‘stated that new 
proposals need to demonstrate 
a local need for the materi-

al. The market area is a 30-mile 
radius around the site.

‘In this area there are several 
sand and gravel sites, including 
Dornie, Benderloch, North 
Connel and Clachan. There is 
also Kilmartin Quarry further 
afield. With this in mind there 
is already a local supply within 
the market area and therefore 
no demonstrable need for the 
development.’

The applicant considered 
the officers’ interpretation of 
SG LDP MIN 2 to be ‘flawed’, 
arguing in a submission: ‘The 
evidence you have obtained 
from other competing operators 
at best demonstrates that there 
may be a source of supply of 
building sand within 30 miles of 
the proposed development.

‘However, the evidence does 

not demonstrate that the sand is 
of the same high quality as that 
which would be produced by the 
proposed development.

‘Our client has obtained 11 
letters from various end-users 
who are importing high-quality 
building sand from considerable 
distances outwith Argyll and 
Bute, and who have indicated 
that they would be interested in 
purchasing such sand from our 
clients. 

‘This is a clear demonstration 
of a local demand within 30 
miles of the proposed develop-
ment.

‘Your conclusion that there is 
a conflict with SG LDP MIN2 
appears to be based on a flawed 
interpretation of the policy, 
relies on evidence which you have 
gathered which is not relevant to 

the policy test, and ignores the 
evidence provided by our client.’

Planner officers also argued 
‘the proposal will have an 
adverse impact on the North 
Argyll Area of Panoramic 
Quality in terms of creating an 
incongruous feature within the 
landscape and breaking the 
distinct mosaic field pattern 
through the glen.

‘Although the extraction is 
only proposed for a five-year 
period, the less than satisfacto-
ry restoration scheme proposed 
does not provide confidence 
that lasting adverse effects 
would be avoided.’

When it came to the vote, the 
13-strong planning committee 
agreed unanimously with the 
officers’ recommendation. 
‘I completely agree,’ said 

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon, 
proposing the motion. ‘I have 
no hesitation.’

Tony Kersley, spokesman for 
the anti-quarry protest group, 
expressed ‘delight’ that ‘com-
mon sense has prevailed’, but 
expected an appeal.

‘Relieved’ resident Jamie 
Smith, who runs a recording 
studio nearby, said: ‘Having a 
quarry 500 yards away on our 
doorstep was going to impact 
our business to the point of 
making us think we would 
relocate.

‘It has been a year of worry. I 
do not feel the worry has gone 
away, but I feel it is breathing 
space.’

The applicant, A and L Mc-
Crae, did not wish to comment 
after the meeting.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll 
residents 
urged to 
report fraud
PEOPLE who suspect council 
tax or rates fraud is taking place 
in their community can report it 
to the Argyll and Bute Council 
fraud team, whose role it is to 
prevent and detect fraud across 
the area.

In 2016/17, the team helped de-
tect 71 cases of fraud. Savings as 
a result to the taxpayer amount-
ed to £131,000. So far this year 
there have been savings of 
£51,000 with 28 cases reported.

Members of the public should 
get in touch if they believe fraud 
is being committed by a resident 
or business. There is a dedicated 
email address and telephone 
number – fraud@argyll-bute.
gov.uk, 01546 604789 – and 
reports can be logged via the 
website: www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/reporting-fraud. Reports can 
be made anonymously and are 
treated in confidence.

Councillor Rory Colville, said: 
‘Council tax and business rates 
are in place to support the ser-
vices the council provides. It’s 
only right and fair that everyone 
contributes – it’s for the benefit 
of all.

‘We should not tolerate people 
deliberately claiming council 
tax discounts when they are 
not eligible, or avoiding paying 
business rates when they should 
be. Most of us pay our way – so 
should everyone else where they 
are able to do so.’

For further information tele-
phone 01546 604 171, or email 
press@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Oban mansion goes on the market

Ex-cookery school to become a house

HOUSE-HUNTERS seeking a 
luxury apartment on the pictur-
esque Gallanach waterfront are 
being given the opportunity to 
live in a converted mansion at a 
less than stately price.

Built in 1888, Kilbowie House 
is a Scottish country residence 
situated on the Sound of Kerrera.

Originally constructed as a 
private residence for the 
Dunn Pattison family, the grade 
B-listed, red sandstone property 
has been converted into eight 
apartments which aim to restore 
the building to its former glory.

All the apartments have been 
designed to reflect the scale of 
the existing rooms and have their 
own character thanks to the con-
servation of many of Kilbowie 
House’s original features, includ-
ing stone fireplaces, oak window 
shutters and doors, cornices and 
ceiling mouldings.

The mansion sits within its own 
grounds with private and residen-
tial communal gardens and 93m 
of shore frontage. Located 1.5 
miles from the centre of Oban, 
the one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments are now on the market with 

Bell Ingram, with prices ranging 
from £137,000 to £247,000.

The flats are being launched 
onto the market this Saturday 
September 2 when there will be 
open viewings for prospective 
purchasers from noon until 4pm.

A PLAN to convert a former 
cookery school and B&B in Cra-
obh Haven into houses has been 
approved by councillors.

Craignish Community Council 
objected to the proposal, along 
with further objections from 
Councillor Douglas Philand and 
three village residents.

Community councillors objected 
because ‘the proposed building 
would have an adverse impact on 
the amenity of the neighbouring 
property’, said the planners’ report 

presented on Wednesday to the 
Planning, Protective Services and 
Licensing Committee. 

‘The community council does not 
object to turning the cook school 
into a dwelling house as long as 
the footprint and the height of the 
proposed building is no greater 
than the existing. In its present 
form, the community council asks 
that the application be refused.’

Planning officers responded that 
there would be ‘no increase to 
the footprint of the former cook 

school building’. Furthermore, 
the ‘increased height’ would not 
constitute a visual intrusion to 
the level where an undue loss of 
residential amenity would result’.

Officials recommended council-
lors approve the plan, which could 
be ‘implemented without detri-
ment to the character and amenity 
of the locality, the landscape qual-
ities and the residential amenity of 
neighbouring properties’.

Councillors voted to approve the 
application.

Top fi ve for 
ship names 
FOLLOWING The Oban Times 
appeal last week for names for 
the pirate ship in the under-fives 
play park at Atlantis Leisure 
Centre in Oban, we were inun-
dated with suggestions and have 
narrowed it down to the top five.

The child who suggested the 
most popular ship’s name, which 
will be voted for by the public, 
will win a brand new iPad mini 
courtesy of Scottish Sea Farms.

The five names are: 
The Treasure Seeker
Little Bay Adventurer
Salty-Dog
Cheeky Monkey
Wee Boatie
To enter the competition and 

suggest a name, visit https://goo.
gl/M4QyWw

The closing date is noon on 
Thursday September 14.

Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark is opening the new un-
der-fives facility at the Atlantis 
birthday party on September 30 
and organisers would love to see 
all the people who have helped 
over the years come and cele-
brate this massive community 
achievement.

Kilbowie House has been converted into eight apartments.

Bereaved families come together for butterfl y release
OBAN and Argyll families have 
come together for a poignant 
ceremony to release butterflies 
in memory of their late infants.

Organised by the charity 
SiMBA (the Simpson’s Memory 
Box Appeal), the event was held 
at Dunollie.

When a baby dies, whether be-
cause of miscarriage, stillbirth 
or neo-natal causes, a family 
has very few memories to sus-

tain and comfort them through 
a lifetime of missing their baby.

SiMBA is a charity that was 
established in 2005 by Sara 
Fitzsimmons, a midwife in 
Edinburgh, to respond to the 
needs of those affected by the 
death of a baby.

SiMBA is all about memories 
- supporting families to gather 
precious memories of the short 
time their baby was here, aiding 

health professionals to join 
families in their hardest times, 
and offering on-going support.

In Oban, SiMBA has been 
supplying memory boxes across 
the area since 2011 and has 
been hosting a monthly support 
group since 2013.

One of the ways in which 
SiMBA endeavours to support 
bereaved families is through its 
annual butterfly releases.

These poignant events bring 
families together in mutual 
support and understanding as 
each releases a live butterfly.

As a butterfly takes to the 
air it carries with it the loving 
thoughts of the family member 
who released it.

This year sees butterfly 
releases in a number of places, 
including Stornoway, Fort Wil-
liam, Oban and Lochgilphead.

This was the fourth butterfly 
release in Oban and organisers 
teamed up with Dunollie House 
to host the event at the Willow 
Garden.

As families gathered to 
release their butterflies, vol-
unteers read poems especially 
picked for this year’s releases. 

The ladies choir Sequence 
also took part in this year’s 
release.

Organisers on 
cloud nine after 
Oban Air Fair
LAST weekend’s ‘amazing’ air show at Oban 
Airport near North Connel drew more than 1,500 
people, organisers say.

The second Oban Air Fair featured scenic � ights 
by Border Air and Flight Scenic Scotland, a PC12 
passenger aircraft, displays by Hebridean Air 
Services and vintage cars from Oban and District 
Classic Vehicle Club, the Second World War uni-
formed group the Boogies singing the soundtrack 
of wartime songs, and the mascots Captain Collie 
and Fire� ghter Collie.

But the spectacular highlight was the arrival of 
a Catalina G-PBYA from the Imperial War Museum 
in Duxford, a type of seaplane seen alongside the 
Sunderland over the skies of Oban during the 
Second World War, stationed at the RAF Oban 
� ying-boat base.

‘We even had a proposal in mid-air on a scenic 
� ight,’ Oban Airport posted on its Facebook page, 
posting a photo of the happy couple Colin MacK-
innon and Lynsey MacGruer after they landed.

‘We were a bit taken aback by the welcoming 
party on the runway after the � ight,’ Colin com-
mented.

‘We cheered them in,’ said station manager 
Tom Eddleston. ‘We had heard via the broadband 
radio, so we prepared for them. We got the meg-
aphone out.

‘There is enough interest to get another show 
going next year.’

Mr Eddleston thanked the volunteers and exhib-
itors who made this one, the � rst since 2013, such 
a success.

The Catalina 
seaplane from the 

Imperial War Muse-
um at Duxford was 
the star but there 
was also interest 

in the vintage cars 
from Oban and 
District Classic 

Vehicle Club, and 
there were cheers 

for Colin MacKinnon 
and Lynsey MacGruer 

after his mid-air 
proposal of marriage 

– to which she said 
yes.

Lois Maclean from Taynuilt. 
Picture: Kevin McGlynn

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon.
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Stop the carping 
about our gathering
I HAVE been surprised again 
this year by the degree of vitriol 
visited upon the Argyllshire 
Gathering by a section of the 
local population.

We, of course, were quick 
to publish video and photo 
galleries on our Facebook page 
on Thursday as the parade went 
from Station Square to Mossfield, 
live-streaming the march.

And, no surprise here, we had 
a huge level of engagement from 
readers, with many commenting 
on the annual games.

What surprised me, though, was 
the polarisation of opinions, with 
some people praising the event, 
some (presumably who now live 
elsewhere) saying they wished 
they could be here, but many 
completely dismissing the entire 
gathering as being for ‘the toffs’.

Indeed, a number of those 
criticising the event referred to 
themselves as ‘riff-raff’.

A number of commentators 
suggested that the games are 
held on a Thursday solely for the 
purpose of keeping the hoi-polloi 
away because local children are 
in school and many local people 
are at work.

Certainly the genesis of the 
event goes some way to back 
up that perception. An extract 
from the website http://piping-
press.com, under an item headed 

‘Argyllshire Gathering, How 
it all began’, reads as follows: 
‘Close examination reveals that 
the original gathering was to be 
for the “Gentry of the County 
of Argyll for social purposes”. 
No mention of piping, cabers or 
Highland dancing. 

‘But you cannot have a games 
without them so it naturally 
followed that these events would 
be instituted along the lines 
of similar events elsewhere in 
Scotland.’

And the culmination of the 
gathering each year is a formal 
ball, to which members are 
invited, though there is a strict 
dress code. The gathering’s own 
website says: ‘DRESS: Gentle-
men will wear Highland Evening 
Dress, Mess Dress, Hunt Coat 

or White Tie. No Dinner Jackets 
will be admitted.

‘Ladies will wear full length 
ball dresses (to the floor, all the 
way round). No stiletto heels 
admitted.

‘It is the Vouching Member’s 
responsibility to ensure that 
their party is aware of the dress 
code. Those INCORRECTLY 
DRESSED WILL BE TURNED 
AWAY.’

But nothwithstanding these 
strictures, the gathering is a 
hugely popular annual event that 
draws thousands of people and is 
a highlight of the calendar.

And even if it is held on a 
midweek day instead of at the 
weekend, it is an excellent event. 
It’s high time the moaners 
stopped their bleating.

Trunk call
I WROTE last week condemning 
BEAR Scotland for its unac-
ceptable plan to close the A828 
during the daytime over three 
weeks during September.

So it was very interesting - and, 
indeed, gratifying - to be called 
last Thursday morning by a Mr 
McKiddie, an Oban Times reader 
who took the trouble to phone me 
at the office.

Mr McKiddie, who lives in 
Oban, told me he is a retired 
roads engineer who thinks the 
planned closures are ‘scandalous’.

Clearly knowledgeable on 
the subject, given his past, Mr 
McKiddie wanted to know why 
the closure was necessary in the 
first place. He said, very reasona-
bly, that some years ago, when the 
local authorities were responsible 
for our trunk roads, these routes 
were never closed, even for 
repairs and maintenance.

Mr McKiddie’s question 
deserves an answer. If we could 
keep our arterial routes open 
during roadworks in days gone 
by, why can’t we do so now?

Come on, BEAR Scotland, let’s 
be hearing from you.

What do you think?
WRITE to me at mlaing@
obantimes.co.uk or The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB.
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A FREE lecture exploring 
how Gaels see the world 
will take place on Skye next 
month.

Professor Meg Bateman’s 
inaugural lecture A Gaelic 
‘way of seeing’? investigates 
if there is such a phenome-
non.

Earlier this year, Pro-
fessor Bateman and John 
Purser completed a book 
on the visual in Gaelic cul-
ture - Window to the West.

She will ask how sight, 
or the lack of it, is valued 
in Gaelic culture. How is 
colour represented and 
how has shape generated 
vocabulary?

What stances are embed-
ded in Gaelic grammar and 
idiom and how are they 
made explicit in folklore, 
poetry and the thinking of 
Gaelic theologians?

Professor Batemen will 
present her lecture on 
Thursday September 21 at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig UHI, 
Isle of Skye, and will be 
available for audience 
questions. 

The lecture will be fol-
lowed by a light supper.

People who are interested, 
but unable to attend, will 
be able to watch it live on 
YouTube and it will be up-
loaded online afterwards.

MEET Lachie, the German 
short-haired pointer who 
was a star of the Mid Argyll 
Agricultural Show.

He won the dog scurry 
competition at this year’s 
event and made his owner 
Rhona Barnett very proud.

The show took place on 
Saturday August 12, with 
cattle, sheep, dogs, horses, 
ponies and poultry all play-
ing their part.

A statement on the show’s 
offical Facebook page read: 
‘Mid Argyll Agricultural 
Society would like to thank 
everyone who attended 
and supported Mid-Argyll 
Show on Saturday.

‘There are so many people 

to thank – judges, stewards, 
entrants, committee, help-
ers, trade stands ... you all 
know who you are ... so 
thank you.’

A LONG-RANGE rescue 
has been carried out to fly 
a crewman to hospital after 
he suffered an injury on 
board a fishing vessel more 
than 230 nautical miles 
from Stornoway.

A call came into the UK 
Coastguard just after 10 
am on Saturday August 
26 reporting that the crew 
member had suffered a se-
rious injury to his hand and 
needed hospital treatment.

The Coastguard search 
and rescue helicopter from 
Stornoway was sent with 
the Coastguard fixed-wing 
aircraft providing cover and 

support.
The crewman was 

winched on board and 
then flown to Stornoway 
where he was handed over 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service and transferred to 
an air ambulance.

Dai Jones, from the 
Coastguard, said: ‘This 
vessel was a long way out 
which meant we had to pro-
vide top cover to support 
the helicopter as it flew 
out to pick up this injured 
man. We’re always glad to 
play our part in helping to 
rescue people and wish this 
crewman well.’

THE Islay Book Festival 
has landed a cash windfall 
from the National Lottery 
Awards for All Scotland.

Since it first started in 
2006, the Islay festival has 
firmly established itself as a 
part of the island’s thriving 
cultural scene. Now, for the 
first time, organisers will 
be able to take the festival 
to different locations 
reaching a wider and more 
diverse audience thanks to 
an award of £4,640 to Port 
Ellen Book Festival.

Isla Rosser Owen, chair-
woman, said: ‘It’s a huge 
relief to receive this award 
as it means we can cover 
elements of the festival we 
were unsure we would be 

able to. We will be able to 
organise a much livelier 
festival with an increased 
variety of authors and 
events which we believe will 
help us to attract a younger 
audience.

‘Importantly, it allows us to 
send some authors to more 
isolated parts of our island 
and hold events on our neigh-
bouring island of Jura for the 
first time. This is the start of 
a new stage in our planning 
where we can now increase 
community outreach and 
grow the festival in a way that 
will help our local economy.’

The grant is part of 
£696,165 being awarded to 
92 arts, sports and commu-
nity projects.

Plain 
sailing
IT’S plain sailing for Oban 
Sea Cadets as members  
passed their biannual in-
spection.

The assessment took place 
last week at the Corran 
Halls, with the senior cadets 
‘rescuing’ an injured cadet 
from a river. The junior 
cadets had to explain the 
appropriate boating tech-
niques in front of Captain 
Peter Adams of the Royal 
Navy. Petty Officer Robert 
Neil, in charge of the unit’s 
training, said: ‘It went really 
well. We passed it with fly-
ing colours.’

RAIN and thunder caused 
disruptions in Oban and the 
west of Scotland

The early hours of this 
morning saw torrential rain 
and an electrical storm strike 
Oban, Appin and beyond.

People in Oban have 
reported being woken up in 
the middle of the night by 
thunder and lightning.

And a motorist travelling 
on the A828 Appin road 
said the road was covered in 
‘boulders and stones’ from 
Polanach to Creagan.

She added: ‘All the rubble 
and stones had fallen off 
and all the drains were 
overflowing.’

In Barra, emergency 
services had to rescue an 
elderly man from his home 
after it was flooded.

Crew members from the 
RNLI, the fire service and 
an ambulance attended the 
incident in the early hours 
of the morning at Castle-
bay, which resulted in the 
man being taken to hospital 
for checks.

And on Skye emergency 
services had to help a family 
of four who were staying in 
a campervan after the river 
at Glendale burst its banks.

The incident took place at 
around 5.30am and no-one 
was injured.

THE volunteer crew of Oban 
RNLI lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald were called to 
assist the Scottish Ambu-
lance Service in the early 
hours of Sunday August 27.

Shortly after 4am on Sun-
day morning, the volunteer 
crew were awoken by the 
sound of their pagers. The 
crew had been tasked by the 
UK Coastguard to assist 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service with the medical 
transfer of a female from 
the Mull and Iona Commu-
nity Hospital to the main 

land. The lifeboat left the 
berth with six crew and two 
paramedics at 4.15am arriv-
ing in Craignure at 4.45am.

With the assistance of 
Craignure Coast Rescue 
Team the patient was 
transferred to the lifeboat 
for the journey back to the 
mainland. 

The lifeboat departed 
Mull at 4.55am arriving 
back at Oban and trans-
ferring the patient to a 
waiting ambulance with the 
assistance of Oban Coast 
Rescue by 5.30am.

BRITISH Transport Police 
have attended a multi-agen-
cy meeting to discuss 
ongoing anti-social behav-
iour issues at Helensburgh 
Central railway station, 
which had been requested 
by MSP Jackie Baillie.

The meeting was attended 
by senior BTP officers, 

Police Scotland, ScotRail 
Alliance and local authori-
ty chairs.

The objective of all par-
ticipants was to listen to the 
concerns raised by rail staff 
and passengers and to work 
together to deter and dis-
rupt crime and anti-social 
behaviour.

THE Outer Hebrides Child 
Protection Committee is 
now offering to meet any 
groups seeking guidance in 
respect of child protection 
protocols.

The committee is also 
providing the opportunity 
for people involved with 
children’s activities to 
take advantage of free-of-
charge, multi-agency child 
protection training.

The committee reminded 
people running various 
groups that the following 
arrangements require to 
be established in all such 
groups.

� A named contact for 
the co-ordination of child 
protection.

� A child protection pol-
icy and code of conduct to 
reflect national guidelines 
for working with children 
and young people.

� Access to appropriate 
child protection training.

� A procedure for recruit-
ment and selection of those 
who work with children 
and young people – both 
employed and volunteers, 
including access to PVG 

scheme membership (pro-
tecting vulnerable groups) 
checks where appropriate.

� A procedure for re-
sponding to concerns about 
the welfare or abuse of 
children.

Gordon McKay, the 
comhairle’s co-ordinator 
and development officer for 
child protection, said: ‘Over 
recent months we have 
made significant headway 
in terms of accessing youth 
groups in the Outer Heb-
rides. Examples include a 
training event with Lochs 
Football Club where 12 
young coaches underwent a 
general workforce training 
delivery.

‘What we want to avoid is 
discouraging people from 
volunteering. The vast 
majority of people volun-
teering with children are 
genuinely committed and 
well-intentioned. However, 
we require certain safe-
guards to be in place.’

Any club members, parents 
or carers who have a concern 
about a child protection mat-
ter should report it to social 
work on 01851 822749.

Captain Peter Adams with Oban Sea Cadets following the inspection. STV_T35seacadets

Winners from Thursday afternoon’s Scottish National Highland Dancing Championships.

STORNOWAY fire station 
has officially re-opened 
following a 12-month reno-
vation programme.

As well as being a fully op-
erational station, the build-
ing boasts modern training 
facilities, lecture rooms and 
offices. A community room 
is also available for public 
use.

The refurbishment is 
part of nearly £3 million of 
investment in the Western 
Isles.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
MSP Alasdair Allan, who 
attended the opening, said: 
‘It was fantastic to be at 
the opening of the newly 
revamped fire station.

‘We deeply value the 
work that firefighters do. 

They are among the most 
courageous and dedicated 
public servants that we 
have, as was obvious from 
the demonstration of their 
work which we saw.

‘The significant invest-
ment that has gone towards 
this new facility will allow 
firefighters to work and 
train in a modern and well-
equipped environment.

‘It will also allow firefight-
ers from across the isles to 
spend less time away from 
families or employment 
while undergoing training.

‘It is worth noting the 
comments of the chairman 
of the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service, Pat Wat-
ters, about the fact that 
£600,000 of the £3 million 

investment had to go to 
HM Treasury in the form 
of VAT. Scotland is the only 

part of the UK in which the 
UK government requires 
the fire service to pay VAT.’

Alasdair Allan MSP with Fraser Burr, local senior o�  cer 
for Shetland, Orkney and the Western Isles. 

THOUSANDS of people 
descended on Dunoon for 
the opening of the Cowal 
Highland Games (CHG).

Visitors poured into the 
town last week in the run-
up to what is one of the most 
eagerly-awaited events in 
the Scottish calendar.

At 9.30am sharp on 
Thursday, the first event 
got under way in the shape 
of the Scottish National 
Highland Dancing Cham-
pionships.

The nationals are one of 

three dancing competitions 
held during the gather-
ing. The others are the 
Scottish Championships 
and the World Highland 
Dancing Championships.

Thursday’s action saw top 
class entertainment from 
388 dancers in 11 categories.

CHG chairman Ronnie 
Cairns was delighted by 
both the size and enthu-
siasm of the crowds and 
the entertainment they 
witnessed.

‘It’s no exaggeration to say 

Dunoon is the centre of the 
Highland dancing world 
this weekend,’ he said.

‘Highland dancing aficio-
nados from all corners of 
the globe will be waiting 
with bated breath to see 
who comes out on top in the 
various competitions.

‘If today’s action is any-
thing to go by, we’re in for 
a real treat over the next 
couple of days.’

After the first day, Ron-
nie said that the meticulous 
preparations for this year’s 

event had paid off, with 
everything going without a 
hitch.

‘Even a bit of wet weather 
failed to dampen the spirits 
of competitors and specta-
tors, most of whom come 
prepared for rain at some 
stage of the proceedings,’ 
he added. ‘I’m delighted 
with how the first day has 
gone, and we very much 
look forward to welcoming 
everyone back again for 
another day of spectacular 
entertainment.’

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org

2018

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN
OUR SPONSORS

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your favourite 
countryside business for a 

Scottish Rural Award
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1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

A night out 
for Mike and 
Lisa, leaves 
Mike more 
out of pocket 
than he 
intended...

MORVERN lines

Twins Melanie and Eliza Chiswell, 20, and four-year-olds Blair and Samuel McCullough embrace their heritage.

Heritage day will bring 
history to life for Argyll
HISTORIC Environment Scot-
land (HES) is urging people 
across Argyll and Bute to come 
face to face with history as de-
tails of the inaugural Heritage 
Awareness Day are revealed.

Heritage Awareness Day – 
Scotland’s first day dedicated 
to celebrating heritage - will 
take place on Friday October 
6, as the country continues to 
celebrate the Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology.

Leith Theatre took centre 
stage for the launch, which saw 
identical twins Melanie and 
Eliza Chiswell, aged 20, and 
four-year-olds Blair and Samuel 
McCullough face a mirror image 
of the past as part of an open 
invitation to place a spotlight on 
Scotland’s heritage on October 6.

Heritage Awareness Day has 
been launched with the aim of 
showcasing Scotland’s rich and 
diverse history and encouraging 
individuals, organisations and 
communities across the country 
to share and celebrate heritage 
in all its different forms.

With the countdown now 
officially under way, groups, 
individuals, communities and 
schools across Argyll and Bute 
are being encouraged to delve 
into the past and explore their 

heritage as part of this nation-
wide initiative.

Whether it’s highlighting local 
heritage projects, theming a 
community event or gathering, 
encouraging schools to research 
or dress up as a historical char-
acter to raise funds for a com-
munity project of their choice, 
or taking the opportunity to 
share and celebrate heritage 
through a virtual conversation 
online, Heritage Awareness 
Day is a chance to collectively 

celebrate Scotland’s vibrant and 
varied past.

Chief executive of Historic 
Environment Scotland Alex 
Paterson said: ‘Scotland’s 
first-ever Heritage Awareness 
Day will provide a platform 
for people across the country 
to celebrate heritage in all its 
different forms.

‘Heritage means different 
things to different people and 
spans everything from places, 
traditions, buildings and land-

scapes to family history, people 
and archaeology. It promotes a 
sense of place, shapes and defines 
communities, and we want the 
day to be a celebration of this.

‘It also continues to play 
an important role in shaping 
Scotland’s story, not only 
telling the story of the past, 
but also makes an important 
and diverse contribution today 
from being a key tourism 
driver, to inspiring fantastic 
local projects and helping to 
make a positive contribution to 
communities up and down the 
country through the reuse of 
historic buildings.

‘Venues such as Leith Theatre 
very much demonstrate the 
ethos of this campaign, where 
the community has been em-
powered to preserve their local 
heritage and give a new lease of 
life to this historic building.

‘We hope that what is be-
ing achieved here in Leith 
encourages other groups and 
individuals throughout Scotland 
to get involved on October 6 and 
highlight and celebrate heritage.’

The launch marking the count-
down to the big day took place 
at Edinburgh’s Leith Theatre, a 
historic venue currently entering 
a new chapter in its story.

Gifted to the people of Leith 
following the decision in 1920 to 
incorporate the burgh of Leith 
into Edinburgh, it opened its 
doors in 1932, and welcomed 
acts ranging from Thin Lizzy to 
AC/DC. Following its heyday, it 
continued to serve sporadically 
as a venue for events such as the 
Edinburgh Festival until 1988 
when it finally closed its doors.

The Leith Theatre Trust is now 
embarking on plans to bring the 
site into re-use, and has launched 
a fundraising campaign to create 
a cultural hub at the theatre.

It recently received grant fund-
ing through a new scheme, the 
Scottish Community Develop-
ment Grant, administered by the 
Architectural Heritage Fund and 
supported by Historic Environ-
ment Scotland to help the project 
move into its next phase.

To help opportunities to get 
involved, a series of resources 
offering ideas and inspiration 
have been created, available to 
download at www.historicenvi-
ronment.scot/heritageday.

For more information, and to 
take part in the countdown to 
October 6, follow Heritage En-
vironment Scotland on Twitter 
at @HistEnvScot, and explore 
the hashtag #HeritageDay17.

The Song of the Foxes
IF I were asked what is the most mem-
orable colour in the natural world, off 
the top of my head I would say a red 
deer stag in early summer or perhaps 
the silver flash along the flanks of 
a mackerel when it is lifted out of the 
water looking as though it was sheathed 
in mother-of-pearl.

But one stands out above them all, 
and that’s the flame-red coat of an adult 
Highland fox. If you haven’t seen this in 
real life, you won’t really understand.

It’s something that doesn’t figure in 
your standard illustrations of foxes 
on mugs and in greeting cards. You 
see a patch of russet on its back and 
flanks because your first sight of the 
fox is almost certainly zooming away 
from you.

But when it is sitting on a rock or 
carefully stalking its prey, unaware of 
your presence, there it is. It is a red so 
vibrant that it seems as though it is lit 
from the inside.

It’s brighter than an evening sunset 
and takes your breath away. There are 
47 sub-species of fox in the world. We 
only have one Vulpes vulpes so let’s 
give thanks for the one we’ve got.

William Ralph Inge (1860–1954), 
English author, Anglican priest and 
professor of divinity at Cambridge, 
said: ‘It is useless for the sheep to pass 
resolutions in favour of vegetarianism, 
while the wolf remains of a different 
opinion.’

And so it is with the fox. Although 
research has shown that less than two 
per cent of annual lamb losses can be 
directly attributed to foxes, the hardy 
Reynard has been persecuted from 
time immemorial.

Why? Of course as a carnivore the fox 
takes chickens, sickly red and roe deer 

calves, rabbits and the odd dodgy lamb. 
But, hey, rabbits and deer are persecut-
ed and lambs are virtually worthless 
and subsidised most of their lives and 
if an old broiler is too fat and clumsy 
to reach the upper perches in the hen 
house, tough.

When a fox dies or is killed, another 
fox will take over its territory, some-
times as soon as within three to four 
days, meaning that the wholesale 
control of foxes is pointless.

No. The almost universal hatred of 
the fox lies much deeper in the human 
psyche than the annual lamb sales, 
evidenced in a way by a letter I have in 
front of me. It was written in 1965 by 
an enormously wealthy estate owner 
to her new stalker telling him that she 
was especially pleased he was good at 

killing foxes as she put exterminating 
them on the same level with stalking.

Perhaps Aesop, the Greek fabulist 
and storyteller credited with a number 
of tales now collectively known as Ae-
sop’s Fables, sowed the seeds centuries 
ago with his story, which most children 
learned at school, of a bad fox that tries 
to eat grapes from a vine but cannot 
reach them. Rather than admit defeat, 
he states they are undesirable giving 
rise to the expression ‘sour grapes’.

Maybe John Macleod, the old parish 
minister of Morvern, hit the nail on the 
head when, in 1845, he wrote in the new 
Statistical Account of Scotland: ‘The 
fox is not worse than he is called, and 
is, no doubt, guiltless of many crimes 
laid to his charge; for, just as in the 
household, every missing tea-cup is 

charged against that mysterious per-
sonage Nobody, every missing lamb is 
charged against the fox, while there is 
no mention of the carelessness of the 
shepherd.’

When the Highland lairds parted 
with the land of their ancestors and the 
Lowland and Anglo-Saxon shepherds 
moved in replacing men with sheep, 
chaos reigned.

Duncan Ban MacIntyre (1724-
1812) one of the most renowned of 
Scottish Gaelic poets, registered his 
disgust with a composition in praise of 
the foxes called Oran nam Balgairean 
(A song to the foxes): ‘My blessing be 
upon the foxes, because that they hunt 
the sheep. The sheep with the brocket 
faces that have made confusion in all 
the world, turning our country into 
a desert and putting up the rents of 
our land. Now there is no place left 
for the farmer – his livelihood is gone 
and necessity drives him to forsake the 
home of his fathers. The townships and 
the shielings, where once hospitality 
dwelt, they are now nought but ruins, 
and there is no cultivation in the fields.

‘There is no filly, nor mare with foal 
by her side. Gone too are the heifers 
that suckled their calves. No need is 
there for dairymaids, for every fold is 
broken and scattered. No lad can earn 
a wage save only the shepherd of the 
sheep. The good useful goats, they too 
are gone.

‘Deeply do I hate the man who abuses 
the foxes, setting a dog to hunt them, 
shooting at them with small shot. The 
cubs, if they had what I wish them, 
short lives were not their care. Good 
luck to them say I, and may they never 
die but of old age.’

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The colourful Highland fox should be celebrated. Picture Iain Thornber

Blair and Samuel McCullough.

I love your 
choice of 
restaurant, 
Mike, it’s 
very nice 
dining 
outside.

Yeah,  the food 
here is delicious!

Yeah, it looks 
spectacular 
doesn’t it. 
Really sets 
the scene.

I’m glad you like it, 
Mike. Cairngorm 
will be able to 
help. I’ll call them 
tomorrow and get 
them to install one 
round our deck.

No, silly, I 
just love 
the glass 
balustrade 
around the 
deck.

Honestly, when am 
I going to learn to 
keep quiet?
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Oban Sea Kayak Race competitors prepare for the start: Picture: Scott Du�  eld

First local winner for kayak race
Patrick Winterton, ex-winter Olympic winter cross country skier, won the race. Pictures: Stephen Lawson

THE Oban Sea Kayak Race complet-
ed its eighth annual race around the 
island of Kerrera on Saturday with 
more than 50 entries.

The start was split into two this 
year, with the traditional touring 
kayaks starting first at 12.50pm and 
the faster performance kayaks, dou-
ble kayaks and the Ocean Surf Skis 
starting half an hour later at 1.20pm.

This made the end section coming 
into the bay through the north en-
trance a bit more competitive, with 
most of the racers heading into Oban 
bay together.

The Champions Trophy was won 
for the first time by a local racer, 
Patrick Winterton, in a time of one 
hour and 43 minutes, beating Bruce 
McTaggart from Vancouver, Canada, 
by 42 seconds.

Patrick is no stranger to sporting 
competition as he was part of the GB 
cross-country ski and biathlon team 
in the 1988 and 1992 Winter Olym-
pics and now works as a ski sports 
commentator for British Eurosport 

and Sky Sports. The ladies’ Champi-
ons Trophy was won by Lizelle Kemp 
from Dunbar in a time of 1:54:39.

The organisers would like to thank 
everyone who entered this year’s race, 
and said they were so indebted to the 
support boats manned by Struan 
and Cameron Smith of Coastal 
Connection, Neil Matheson, Dr 
Erik Jespersen, Dr Hue Forbes for 
allowing the use of Kilbowie Outdoor 
Centre again and Donna Barr for 
all the safety cover during the race, 
without which such an event could not 
take place.

A big thanks was made  to the many 
competitors who travelled from every 
corner of the UK and abroad to take 
part in the race. Also a big thanks 
went to the many businesses around 
Oban which sponsor this event every 
year. Finally, thanks were made to 
Stephen Lawson for taking all the 
amazing photographs of this event 
every year in all conditions. All pro-
ceeds from Oban Sea Kayak Race are 
in aid of the Oban lifeboat.

Bruce McTaggert from Vancouver came over on holiday to compete. Lizzelle Kemp from Dunbar, was the women’s champion.

Douglas Wilby, from Nairn, was second in under-50s ski category. Dougal Glaisher cycled from Somerset to compete

MAKE YOUR HOME 
MORE COMFORTABLE 

THIS WINTER
If your old storage heaters are ready for 

replacement or it’s time for a living room revamp 
that won’t break the bank, please join our experts 

to talk about your electric heating options. 

12th September
9.30am – 5pm

Kilmallie Community 
Centre,Station Road, 
Corpach, Fort William 

PH33 7JH

For further information contact us on:  
Tel: 0800 028 6122         email: pre-sales@dimplex.co.uk 

The Corran Halls, 
54 The Esplanade, 

Oban 
PA34 5AB

13th September
9.30am – 5pm

STILL TIME TO APPLY 
For a September start
Construction, Music, Fashion, Computing,  
Maritime, Early Education / Social / Health Care,  
Professional Cookery, School of Adventure Studies, 
Access to FE / HE, Highers, Administration & Business

A range of courses available @ all college centres 
using online learning technologies

Apply Now for 2017/18
01397 874000 / whc.uhi.ac.uk 

we still have  
places available

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

@ West Highland College UHI
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COME AND GET A GREAT DEAL WITH TWO of 
TV’s FAVOURITE ANTIQUES EXPERTS

Two of television’s favourite antiques 
dealers will be returning to Argyll 
in September and will be paying top 
prices for antiques, gold and silver.

Simon Schneider and Tim Hogarth 
regularly appear on television and 
are highly trusted and respected for 
their knowledge and expertise. The 
antiques experts are returning due to 
popular demand and will be appear-
ing at The Stag Hotel in Lochgilphead 
on Wednesday 6 September

2017, The Anchor Hotel in Tarbert 
on Thursday 7 September 2017, at The 
Argyll Arms Hotel in Campbeltown 
on Friday 8 September 2017 and The 
Regent Hotel in Oban on Saturday 9 
September 2017.

The dealers are inviting both new 
and former clients to come along 
to meet them and cash in on their 
unwanted antiques and forgotten 
treasures.

Tim Hogarth said: “Simon and I 
had a great response last time we 
visited Scotland and have hundreds of 
satisfied customers. We are delighted 
to be returning to Argyll and we hope 
people will raid their cupboards and 
bring along some unusual and inter-
esting items.”

Simon Schneider added: “The 
antiques business is very strong at 
the moment and we will pay top cash 
prices for gold, silver and quality items 
similar to those illustrated.”

Tim and Simon deal extensively in 
general antiques and cover all aspects 
of the antiques business and guaran-
tee to offer the highest prices for those 
items they wish to purchase.

Tim Hogarth is greatly respected for 
his expertise and experience apprais-
ing and dealing in diamond jewellery 
and vintage watches and medals.

Tim Hogarth commented: “Di-

TOP CASH PRICES PAID 
FOR  GOLD & SILVER (Regardless of Condition)

JEWELLERY & ANTIQUES
COME AND MEET US AT   THE STAG HOTEL

47 ARGYLL STREET, LOCHGILPHEAD, ARGYLL, PA31 8NE

Wednesday 6th September 2017 – 10am to 5pm

THE ANCHOR HOTEL
HARBOUR STREET, TARBERT, ARGYLL, PA29 6UB

Thursday 7th September 2017 - 10am to 5pm

THE ARGYLL ARMS HOTEL
60 MAIN STREET, CAMPBLETOWN, ARGYLL, PA28 6AB

Friday 8th September 2017 – 10am to 5pm

THE REGENT HOTEL
CORRAN ESPLANADE, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 5PZ

Saturday 9th September 2017 – 10am to 4pm

Come along to CASH IN on your unwanted items!
For more information please Telephone 07801 474331 or Email info@simonschneiderantiques.co.uk

Tim Hogarth      AND    Simon Schneider

TV’s favourite antiques 
experts return to Scotland

amond jewellery is very much in 
demand as are period pieces from 
the 1930s to 1950s and I have strong 
customers waiting for good examples, 
regardless of condition.

I am also keen to purchase vintage 
wrist watches, the big names, Rolex, 
Cartier and Omega, are all selling 
well and this is a great time to cash in 
on these and similar items.”

“The market for medals continues to 
be very good at the moment and some 
examples, especially from the First 
World War, are making higher prices 
than ever.”

Simon Schneider is highly trusted 
and widely acknowledged as an expert 
in 20th Century decorative antiques 
and also deals extensively in antique 
silver.

Simon Schneider said: “Tim and I 
are both keen to spend, spend, spend! 
The market for gold and silver is still 
very strong and we will be offering top 
prices for items even if broken. Where 
Tim loves his diamonds, watches and 
medals, I am very keen to buy quality 
examples from the Art Nouveau and 
Art Deco periods as well as fine period 
silver. The demand for silver tea sets, 
trays, trophies snuff boxes and similar 
items is very strong, particularly for 
the larger examples.”

“I also have strong demand for good 
quality ceramics. Royal Worcester, 
Moorcroft, Shelley and Clarice Cliff 
are all selling well and the interest 
in Chinese and oriental antiques is 
huge.”

The dealers are looking forward to 
meeting as many people as possible 
and will be paying top cash prices. As 
Simon said: “Between us, Tim and I 
cover most aspects of the antiques 
business and we hope to find some 
good quality examples of all the items 
we have mentioned.”

Tim and Simon guarantee no queues 
and no appointments are necessary 
however the dealers are happy to do a 
home visit if anyone is unable to come 
along during the day or has something 
too large to bring in. For more infor-
mation please contact Simon Schneider 
on telephone 07801 474331 or email 
info@simonschneiderantiques.co.uk.

NEW - VIP SERVICE
We are pleased to announce our VIP Service for for 
those thinking of selling their high value collec-
tions of gold coins, medals and jewellery
Tim and Simon will call on you in the comfort 
and security of your home to appraise your 
collections and guarantee to o� er you top 
prices.
Please telephone Simon Schneider on 
07801474331 and ask for our VIP Service

WE PAY UP TO

Amber Beads:
£50 to £1,000+

Rolex Prince:
£300 to £3,000+

Diamond Jewellery:
£500 to £10,000+

Moorcroft:
£100 to £1,500+

Oriental Ceramics:
£200 to £1,000+

WE PAY UP TO

Rolex Watches:
£600 to £5,000+

Medals:
£50 to ££1,500+

Silverware:
£50 to £500+

Clarice Cli� :
£200 to £1,500+

Gold Pocket 
Watches:

£100 to £1,000+

Silver Card 
Cases:

£30 to £2,000+

Liberty Designs:
£300 to £3,000+

We are pleased to announce our VIP Service for for 
those thinking of selling their high value collec-
We are pleased to announce our VIP Service for for 
those thinking of selling their high value collec-

Chinese Silver:
£50 to £2,000+

Victorian Jewellery:
£50 - £500+

Black-faced Omega Watches:
£150 to £1,000+

We will pay a minimum of
£850 per Kruggerand 
£200 per Full Sovereign 
£100 per Half Sovereign
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

It is heartening when people power triumphs over the 
mighty organs of state. So it is gratifying to be able 

to report this week the U-turn announced by BEAR 
Scotland, the national roads agency, over the proposed 
closure of the A828 between Connel and Ballachulish.

There was an immediate public protest against the 
planned daytime shutting of the arterial route over 10 
days in September, and it was a campaign supported by 
The Oban Times from the outset.

The outcry was loud and sustained, to the extent that 
the management of BEAR Scotland could not ignore it. 

However, we must give credit where it is due and 

welcome the change of direction from BEAR Scotland. 
It can sometimes take a deal of courage for those at the 
top of such an organisation to stand up and admit they 
were wrong. 

The leadership of BEAR Scotland were magnanimous 
enough to do just that and acknowledge the valid rea-
sons for opposing the closure.

The amended proposed schedule of roadworks will 
still see the improvements take place without the same 
degree of disruption for people who use the route and 
the businesses which depend on passing traffic. 

Well done to the campaigners.

Days gone by – June 1967
This week we feature the Bunessan School Gaelic choir, photographed in June 1967 at Salen. Seen here are, back row, 
left to right, Alan Eastwood, Joan Shaw, Jeanette Hannah, Graham MacIntyre, Catherine MacKinnon, Susan Marshall, 
and Mavis Campbell; front row, Shelagh MacDougall, John MacKillop, Norma MacInnes, Catherine Morrison, Christine 

Hannah, Evelyn Macrae, Rosemary Johnstone, Flora MacKillop and John MacIntyre.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

THE Scotch Whisky Industry has en-
joyed a strong period of growth over 
the past decade and shows no sign of 
slowing down. 

Seeing new distilleries popping up 
in many rural locations is heartening 
to witness and exciting for the future 
of many small communities. 

I was lucky to visit one of these new 
endeavours recently on a whisky-
tasting expedition.

When the new Ardnamurchan 
Distillery first began producing spirit, 
Andrew, our friend Scott Brown from 
Perthshire and I jointly purchased a 
barrel. That spirit had just celebrated 
its third birthday and could now right-
fully be called Scotch whisky, so a 
sampling of the product was in order.

We loaded the St Olave with accor-
dions, bagpipes and a few extra whis-
ky tasters and headed up the Sound 
of Mull and round into Glenmore Bay 
at the northern side of the entrance to 
Loch Sunart. 

The distillery is less than 10 minutes 
walk from the landing place at the 
head of the bay so we were soon 
welcomed in out of the strong south-
easterly wind and driving rain.

The impressive new buildings and 

the seven full-time jobs that the 
business provides are a significant 
addition to area. The extra numbers 
of holiday-makers that this will attract 
to Ardnamurchan and the knock-on 
seasonal benefits is of great value 
but it is the full-time, year-round, 
long-term jobs created that is the 
most important outcome of this new 
business.

After being greeted warmly by Keith 
Falconer, the charismatic co-owner 
of the company, we were soon taken 
through to the huge storage shed 
where the Skipinnish Glen Kingie 
dram was maturing away happily in 
its sherry cask. What a dram! 

I’m not going to go into all the usual 
twitter about it tasting of such things 
as chocolate and Christmas cake with 
notes of cinnamon, old boots, rain-
bows and other such peripheral and 
over-analytical waffle. It tasted like 
whisky – and an extremely good one.

If we can resist returning to sample 
the cask too often, it will be a very 
special dram if it lasts until it is 10 
years old.

After a few tunes and tastings of 
various other special bottlings at the 
in-house bar, we walked back to the 

boat, rumbled her up and headed for 
the sheltered waters of Loch Dram-
buidh to anchor for the night. 

The first syllable of the name of our 
chosen anchorage gives some clue as 
to what our evening entailed. Any 
neighbouring yachts hoping for a 
tranquil night sheltering from the bad 
weather were in for a shock. Bagpipes, 
songs and much laughter were ringing 
out across the secluded inlet and a few 
cabin lights came on in what we hoped 
was happy response.

Ali Murray was in charge of admin-
istering the refreshments and he was 
erring on the side of session. He had 
bought a very fine bottle from the 
distillery shop and had kindly gifted it 
to the boat. As he commented: ‘It was 
a great dram, but she went terrible 
quick in the end.’

The forecast for the following day 
was moderate to rough, becoming 
very rough.

Luckily, the weather was good 
though and, with the glow in our 
minds of a great day and night spent 
with good friends, we returned to 
Dunstaffnage satisfied in the knowl-
edge that our whisky definitely had 
done its job and was maturing well.

Forced to endure 
endless tra�  c queues
Sir,
Along with all the other residents of 
Fort William and tens of thousands 
of visitors, I have endured the endless 
queues of traffic in town over the past 
two summers.

The lengthy delays have given ample 
time to contemplate why the south-
bound traffic slows to a crawl up to the 
Nevis bank roundabout and backs up 
to Torlundy and the Blar. Discussing 
the matter with others, the general view 
seems to be to blame the increased 
volume of traffic going up Glen Nevis.

However, what goes up must come 
down, and logic says that there must 
be as many vehicles leaving the glen as 
entering. With many of these vehicles 
turning north onto the A82 and imped-
ing traffic arriving from the south, why 
is it that the northbound traffic flows 
reasonably freely?

Arriving from the south, drivers have 
a clear view across the roundabout and 
can easily judge their entry onto the 
roundabout, only slowing or stopping if 
vehicles are approaching from the right. 
This is how a roundabout should work.

However, those travelling from the 
north have their view obscured by 
the vegetation behind the wall on the 
bridge, forcing them to slow down until 
they are almost on the roundabout. 
Could the problem be resolved - in 
whole or part - by cutting down this 
vegetation?

Surely the traffic management ex-
perts at Transport Scotland will have 
considered this. Replacing the wall with 
a barrier fence would further improve 
visibility on the northern approach.

While I have seen queues out to Tor-
lundy and across the Blar before, I do 
not recall them being of the duration or 
frequency that we have seen since Au-
gust last year. So what has changed at 
Nevis bank roundabout - other then the 
vegetation growing a few more inches 
and further obscuring drivers’ views?

I would be extremely surprised, and 
disappointed, in those responsible for 
maintaining our roads, to find that 
cutting back the vegetation resolved 
the problem either in whole or part, but 
sometimes you can’t see the wood (or 
roundabout) for the trees. It certainly 
can’t make matters any worse and at 
very little cost other than perhaps a 
few red faces at Transport Scotland if 
it worked.

Ian MacLeod,
Mackay Crescent, Caol, 
Fort William.

Dangers on the road 
at Fionnphort
Sir,
I write to request that a robust review is 
carried out on the logistics and safety of 
traffic, both foot and vehicular, heading 
for the Fionnphort to Iona ferry.

There are regularly near misses as 
hundreds of pedestrians alight from 
the coaches and pay absolute no heed 
to any other traffic on the road. A 
major reason for this is that the foot-
path is across the road from where the 
coaches park. Pedestrians then need 
to cross the road again to carry on 
using a footpath as it continues on the 
opposite side of the busiest part of the 
road.

This is not only a logistical nightmare 
as delivery vans, the mail van and other 
services risk missing the ferry but en-
courages pedestrians to simply use the 
road as a footpath, which is an extreme 
safety issue.

To further add to traffic on the road, 
the newly installed parking meters do 
not accept the new £1 coins and so there 
are regularly dozens of individuals 
walking up and down the road looking 
for a solution to avoid incurring a pen-
alty. I understand that there are plans 
to redevelop both Fionnphort and Iona 
slips but many individuals fear this will 
be too late a change.

The absolutely shambolic state of 
the free car park in Fionnphort simply 
exacerbates issues as visitors cannot use 
it and have to resort to parking on the 
road, which dangerously reduces access 
for emergency service vehicles.

The area is like this almost every day 
and it is simply not acceptable. Until the 
area is made safe, manageable and fit 
for purpose, it can only be assumed that 
Argyll and Bute Council is happy to 
gamble with people having an accident 
against the cost of providing adequate 
and safe traffic measures and pedestri-
an access.

Having been informed that other 
traffic calming/controlling measures 
on Mull have been delayed as other ar-
eas in the council region have a higher 
priority, it would be irresponsible and 
negligent of the council to ignore these 
concerns. I look forward to working on 
a productive solution to these issues 
raised by the residents and businesses 
of the Ross of Mull and Iona.

Cameron Anso,
Vice-chairman, 
Mull Community Council.

Councillor should 
carry out his duties
Sir,
I read Councillor Alastair Redman’s 
latest contribution to your letters page 
(The Oban Times, August 17).

He spends his time criticising the 
Scottish Government rather than car-
rying out the duties for which he is paid. 
He has been unable to attend the last 
council meeting, area committee, busi-
ness day, two important Trust Housing 
meetings (on Islay), Islay Community 
Council or a meeting to discuss the 
condition of roads on Jura.

Video conferencing is available to 
accommodate attendance at meetings.

It will be interesting to see if Council-
lor Redman starts working for Argyll 
and Bute Council rather than his politi-
cal party sometime soon.

Councillor Anne Horn,
Tarbert.

Why is councillor 
censoring comments?
Sir,
Alastair Redman shared a Facebook 
STV news link on the First Minister 
commenting on sexism and goes on to 
lambast Nicola Sturgeon. He also posts 
a list of issues he wants her to deal with 
and says he would welcome comments.

I and others took the opportunity to 
comment on his post where he used 
his ‘Councillor’ title – only for him to 
remove my comments and the others 
that he did not like.

One of those censored put his post 

on the Islay Community Noticeboard, 
where another commentator wrote: 
‘Democratically elected representatives 
should not be deleting people for asking 
questions. It is called being held to 
account, it is part of the job.’

I then see on our councillor’s 
Facebook news wall he writes: ‘This 
censorship is deeply worrying.’ Perhaps 
our councillor could enlighten us as to 
why he is censoring the news which is 
‘deeply worrying’?

Colin M Campbell,
Port Charlotte, Islay.

National Trust 
displays arrogance
Sir,
The arrogance of the National Trust  for 
Scotland (Glencoe trademark warning  
‘too harsh’, Lochaber Times, August 10) 
is breathtaking.

The Aboyne-based outdoor clothing 
company had received a stark notice 
from NTS lawyers warning that it was 
infringing a copyright on the Glencoe 
name owned by the trust and had to 
immediately stop selling their Glencoe 
Jackets.

Glencoe is infamous for the massacre 
carried out by Campbell of GlenLyon, 
with troops from Fort William, in 1692. 
Alexander MacIain of Glencoe was 
murdered, together with 37 of his clan, 
with many more dying as they escaped 
in the blizzard.

The last known direct descendent of 
the clan chief, the 19th, was Alexander 
James MacDonald of Glencoe, who 
died in 1889.

Had the NTS been in control, he 
would have been forced to have been 
known simply as Sandy MacDonald.

Dr Michael Ewen 
MacDonald Foxley,
2 Achaphubuil, An Gearasdan.

Plan for new cinema 
is ill-conceived
Sir,
I find it amazing that someone is 
proposing to turn the butcher’s and 
takeaway in the High Street into a 
cinema when Fort William has already 
a building in the High Street which 
previously housed a cinema. There is, I 
believe, also a facility to show films in 
the Nevis Centre.

Lochaber Cinema Group is not rep-
resenting everyone in Lochaber and I 
don’t believe the Highland Council, in 
granting permission, is fulfilling its re-
mit, which is to represent all the people 
of Lochaber fairly and equally.

Two screens and seating for 133 peo-
ple. It will certainly be nice and cosy.

Fort William lacks badly when it 
comes to evening activities, especially 
for families with children unless you 
like food and drink. Proposing and 
giving planning permission for such 
a small cinema shows a complete lack 
of foresight and lack of planning for 
the future, but we have come to expect 
that from the Highland Council with its 
overbearing involvement for all things 
Inverness. 

It is time that the West Highlands/
Lochaber had its own regional council, 
one based in the West Highlands and 
not one that is based 60-plus miles away 
on the mudflats of the River Ness.

Cyril Bonnett,
Ballachulish.

There was praise and condemnation 
of the annual Argyllshire Gathering 
last week.
Ian Rodgers commented: ‘Got to love 
Oban Games...where the locals and the 
working man are not welcome. Events 
like this need to either be brought up 
to date, or scrapped altogether.’
David Neil Chalmers suggested: ‘You 
people of the town, ARE the town, take 
it back make it your own, have it on a 
weekend when everyone can enjoy it. 
Yes, the tourism aspect is important, 
but it shouldn’t just be for them and 
the to� s.’
John Hutchison asked: ‘How many 
Oban faces on that march? Kids at 
school it’s a joke !! Not just me, anyone 
you speak to agrees!!!! Not for locals.’
Kirsty Macdonald wondered: ‘Which 
century are we in again?! Know your 
place, townsfolk.’

Tracey Helen MacAllister said: ‘I’m 
a local but don’t go to the games. It’s 
not for the locals, it’s for the tourists 
and to� s and they charge a fortune, 
plus putting it on on a Thursday?!! I 
think that’s intentional so us “ri�  ra� ” 
don’t turn up. If it was cheaper and on 
a Saturday it would be better.’
Sandra Rydings posted: ‘Just a shame 
they aren’t held on a Saturday like most 
other Highland games throughout 
Scotland. That way locals and school-
children could attend rather than 
having them on a Thursday when the 
kids are all locked up safely at school 
and out of the way. Great for the town 
but surely even better if the townsfolk 
are an integral part of the day. Disap-
pointing.’
Chris Rydings wrote: ‘Slightly odd 
they still call it the Argyllshire Gath-
ering when no one from Argyll can 

make it because they are working. Just 
imagine the money it would generate 
if you could have locals from Argyll 
taking part.....or those who were local 
travelling to it because it was on a Sat-
urday and they could now attend.’
Wendy Chalmers cheered: ‘How 
wonderful! Wish that I could have been 
there! So much Scottish pride!’
Catriona Leitch Kilmurry posted: 
‘Realise now that I am older what a 
wonderful culture I am part of.’
Michael King agreed: ‘There is some-
thing magical about a pipe band. Just 
great.’
Joan Baker said: ‘Wonderful, I used 
to march behind the band when I was 
young. Love my home town, spoilers 
go away!’
Catriona Young wrote: ‘I love and miss 
Oban too. But not this obscene feudal 
nonsense.’

CHAN E ANNAS a th’ anns an naid-
heachd mu dheuchainnean air làraid-
hean-bathair a’ siubhal fo smachd 
choimpiutairean ann am Breatainn ro 
dheireadh na bliadhna.

Tòisichidh na deuchainnean aig 
ionad-rannsachaidh ach tha dùil gum 
bi seo ga dhearbhadh air prìomh 
rathaidean ro dheireadh na-h- ath-bh-
liadhna. Chaidh leithid fheuchainn 
san Òlaind mar-thà le dà charbad a’ 
siubhal sròn ri earball ann an structar 
ris an canar “platoon”, ach tha Obair-
lann Còmhdhail (TRL) Bhreatainn 
dol a dh’fheuchainn sreath de thrì 
làraidhean às dèidh a chèile.

Ged a bhios draibhear anns gach 
carbad aig an ìre seo, ‘s ann aig an 
dràibhear a tha air toiseach na sreatha 
a bhios smachd air astar is mar sin air 
adhart, ach bidh gach dràibhear a’ 
stiùireadh a charbad fhèin. Ri linn iad 
a bhith fo smachd choimpiutair bidh 
na làraidhean a’ siubhal mòran nas 
dlùithe air a chèile na ‘n àbhaist agus 
leis gum bi na dhà a th’ air deireadh 

ann am fasgadh na tè air toiseach, 
thathas a’ cumail a-mach gun caom-
hain sin mu dheich sa cheud ann an 
connadh leis an aon ìre dìon air an 
àrainneachd. 

‘S fhada bho chualas an toiseach 
gur e airgead a tha a’ riaghladh an 
t-saoghail, agus ‘s e na sàbhalaidhean 
a thathar a’ gealltainn an lùib nan in-
nleachdan seo a chumas na deuchain-
nean a’ dol chun an ruigear ìre far 
nach bi feum air dràibhearan làraidh 
idir! Saoilidh mi gum bi greis thuige 
sin ged-thà, agus na mo bheachd fhìn 
cha tig latha far an obraich carbadan 
sam bith gun dràibhear air rathaidean 
cumhang shingilte na dùthcha.

‘S e fìrinn na cùise gum bheil an 
t-uamhas charbadan a’ siubhal an 
seòrsa rathaidean sin an-dràsta fhèin, 
air Ghàidhealtachd co-dhiù, agus gu 
dearbh dh’fhaodar a ràdh nach eil 
dràibhear annta leis cho beag tuigse 
‘s a th’ aca.

Bho chionn beagan làithean 
dh’fhoillsich an Riaghaltas gum 
bheil dearbhadh cead-dràibhidh na 
dùthcha a-nise dol a dh’iarraidh eòlas 
air modh dràibhidh mòr-rathaidean. 
Chan eil duine nach aontaich gur e 
gluasad thùrail a tha sin agus rud a 

chuireas ri sàbhailteachd siubhail 
feadh na dùthcha.

Le dearbhadh nàiseanta gum bheil 
deich uimhir de thubaistean air 
rathaidean singilte na dùthcha na th’ air 
mòr-rathaidean, saoilidh mise gur còir 
dhan deuchainn dràibhidh cuideachd 
eòlas iarraidh air rathaidean singilte. 
Cha chuireadh sin stad air tubaistean 
ach chuidicheadh e dràibhearan tuigse 
fhaotainn air leud agus fad an cuid 
carbad, gun iomradh air leud an rathaid 
agus nach fhaigh dà charbad seachad 
air a chèile air slighe shingilte. Cha 
chan mi guth mu dhìth comais carbad a 
stiùireadh an comhair a chùil.

MOTORWAY driving experience 
in driving tests makes sense, even if 
driverless trucks were not about to 
appear. 

But with 10 times more accidents on 
single-track roads, surely knowledge 
of driving these should also be includ-
ed. Drivers might learn to judge the 
width and length of their vehicles; that 
they cannot pass on single tracks; and 
some might even learn to reverse.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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Islay Jazz Festival
The 18th Islay Jazz Festival 2017 
next month brings concerts all over 
the island – from the Rhinns Hall 
in Portnahaven, to the RSPB centre 
at Gruinard and the distilleries at 
Ardbeg and Lagavulin, where the 
Malt Mill is transformed into a jazz 
joint for the weekend.

This year’s programme, running 
from September 15-17, features 
Tommy Smith returning to play solo 
and in duet with Brian Kellock, the 

young pianist Fergus McCreadie 
with his Trio, the gypsy swing band 
Rose Room, the singer Jacqui 
Dankworth in duet with American 
pianist Charlie Wood, vocalist Luca 
Manning, Brazilian bassist Mario 
Caribe, soul and r’n’b chanteuse 
Charlotte Marshall with her band, 
and the pianist Alan Benzie. 

The festival pays tribute to 
100 years of jazz as Seonaid 
Aitken sings Ella, and Colin 

Steele’s band plays the music of Miles Davis. 
Fiona Alexander, director of Jazz Scotland, 
said: ‘Last year the festival reached new heights 
in terms of the excellence of musical artistry 
and the levels of audience engagement. 

‘We’re hoping to match those standards 
and, if possible, go one level higher in 
2017, with a brilliant line-up of musicians 
– and venues. The support of Lagavulin 
enables us to present the extraordinary 
quality that would not otherwise be 
possible, so thanks to them, and to our 
partners at Islay Arts Association.’

Stuart Todd of Islay Arts Association 
added: ‘It’s astonishing that so many 
musicians and audiences can find their 
way to our wonderful island every year 
to create and enjoy such a wonderful 
event. For many people it’s the highlight 
of the year. It’s certainly one of ours.’

Georgie Crawford, distillery manager 
at Lagavulin, said: ‘We’re proud to have 
been at the heart of the Lagavulin Islay 
Jazz Festival for seven years now. The 
annual event is always one of our busiest 
and best times on Islay.’

Tickets are available from 0131 467 
3660 and at www.lagavulinislayjazzfestival.
co.uk, where you can view the full line-up.

Left: Tommy Smith
Right: Jacqui Dankworth
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DESTINATIONS OF DISTINCTION

TEAROOM DESTINATION 2017
Winner: Muneroy Tearoom | Southend, Argyll
Commendation: Duart Castle Tearoom, Isle 
of Mull

BREAKFAST DESTINATIONS 2017
Winner: Glenegedale House , Isle of Islay
Winner: Ardtorna B&B | by Barcladine, Argyll

CONTEMPORARY DINING DESTINATION 2017
Highest Commendation
Ninth Wave Restaurant, Isle of Mull
West Pier Restaurant at Skeabost Hotel, Isle 
of Skye

REAL FAST FOOD DESTINATION 2017
Winner: Real Foods Café , Tyndrum, 
BAR FOOD DESTINATION 2017
Highest Commendation:
Knockderry House, Cover, Argyll

BEST IN CLASS

RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS 
of the Year 2017
The Three Chimneys & House Over-By, Isle 
of Skye
Highest Commendation:
The Taynuilt - Etive Restaurant & Rooms, 
Argyll

BISTRO of the Year 2017
Highlands Winner:
Cuan Mór, Oban

THE SEASONAL RESTAURANT 
of the Year 2017
Café Fish | Tobermory, Isle of Mull

RETAIL & SPECIALIST

FISHMONGERS of the Year 2017
Just Hooked | Portree, Isle of Skye

THE GOLD MEDALS

ORGANIC GOLD MEDAL 2017
Argyll Hotel, Iona

PORRIDGE GOLD MEDAL 2017
Kinloch Lodge, Skye

REAL & LOCAL FOOD GOLD MEDALS 2017
Glenegedale House, Isle of Islay
Three Chimneys, Isle of Skye
Duisdale House Hotel
The Taynuilt-Etive Restaurant & Rooms, 
Arygll
Tiroran House, Isle of Mull

HONOURS FOR STARS

Highlands & Islands Winner:
Rosedale Hotel, Portree, Isle of Skye

Highest Commendation:
Hebridean Lodge, Isle of Mull

FLAVOURS OF SCOTLAND MEDAL 2017
Ninth Wave Restaurant, Isle of Mull
Scorrybreac Restaurant, Isle of Skye

DESIGN AWARD 2017
Skeabost Country House Hotel, Isle of Skye

RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR

Highest Commendation:
Ninth Wave, Isle of Mull

THE FINE DINING RESTAURANT 
of the Year 2017
Kinloch Lodge, Isle of Skye

THE COUNTRY HOUSE RESTAURANT 
of the Year 2017
Tiroran House, Isle of Mull

THE ROMANTIC RESTAURANT 
of the Year 2017
County Winner:
Ardanaiseig Country House Hotel, Argyll

THE SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
of the Year 2017
The Pierhouse Hotel Seafood Restaurant
Highest Commendation: Cafe Fish, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Introducing the awards
Inaugurated on May 7, 2017, The Scottish Food Awards™ honours by both 
year-round ratings and annual awards the best of food produced and served 
in our good food nation, and the people behind success.

Did you know that Scotland’s food and drink industry is worth more than 
£7.5 billion per year and accounts for 27 per cent manufacturing exports?

More than 1,500 Scottish producers offer a staggering array of edibles, 
from global brands to small specialty firms. We are so lucky, with dozens of 
those producers are right here on the West Coast.

Argyll and Bute won a multitude of awards this year, all highlighting the 
fact that the West Coast offers award-winning produce and service. 

The Rosedale Hotel 
was delighted to open 
its restaurant again in 
2017 having secured the 
services of talented head 
chef Daniel Fleming. He 
has created a delicious 
fine dining menu using 
many locally sourced 
ingredients. The intimate 
dining area has a stun-
ning location overlooking 
Portree bay and harbour.
The hotel are proud that 
the restaurant was the 
Highlands and Islands 
winner or the rising star 
award at the 2017 Scot-
tish food awards and 
academy.
Neil Beaton ,who took 
over the hotel in 2016 ,is 
delighted to see the fruits 
of the hard work and 
dedication of his kitchen 
and front of house team 
and looks forward as 
Daniel strives to build on 
his success.

The Rosedale Hotel
Beaumont Crescent, IV51 9DF
Tel: 01478 613131
reservations@rosedalehotelskye.co.uk
www.rosedalehotelskye.co.uk

We are really pleased and hon-
oured to have won a highest com-
mendation as a Rising Star 2017 
in the Scottish Food Awards. Our 
restaurant is open in the evenings, 
Monday to Friday and at the 
weekend for functions and private 
parties. We serve the best of local 
produce, deceptively simple, but 
with a twist! Our changing menu 
is designed around seasonality, 
and we add specials, depending 
on what we’ve caught ourself out 
at sea on our own boat, or that 
the local farms and shellfish boats 
have to offer. Enjoy an evening at 
Hebridean Lodge, relaxing and 
enjoying our great cooking. Our 
only goal is to send you home full 
and happy!

Jennifer Gracie, General Manager 
of Skeabost House Hotel near Por-
tree, commented:

“At Skeabost and other Skye hotels 
in the Sonas group we ensure dining 
out is a consistently delightful, 
exceptional experience which guests 
will want to re-live.

“The setting is an important part 
of that experience which is why we’re 
pleased to have been recognised 
for design as well as contemporary 
dining at Skeabost and style at Du-
isdale to add to the many other UK 
and Scottish awards won in recent 
years. Elegance, sophistication, 
comfort and top quality furnishings 
as well as a genuine warm Highland 
welcome are the backdrop to our 
chefs’ dedication and skills.”

www.scottishfoodawards.com
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

As the summer, or what there’s 
been of a summer on the West 
Coast, draws to a close, the 
various kindred associations 
here in Glasgow prepare for 
their events over the autumn 
and winter months.

It struck me last week that 
August must almost be over 
when the Glasgow Skye 
Association syllabus popped 
through my letterbox and the 
Lewis and Harris Association 
published its dates online.

It is easy to come to terms 
with the passing of another 
summer when there is so 
much to look forward to in 
the coming months.

Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
syllabus for 2017.

Friday September 15: Ce-
ilidh, Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, at 7.30pm.

Thursday November 2: 
Annual gathering chairman’s 
dinner in the Glasgow Pond 
Hotel, Great Western Road, 
7.15pm for 7.30pm.

Friday November 3: Annual 
gathering in the Glasgow 
University Union - concert at 
7.30pm and dance at 10.30pm.

Saturday November 11: 
Children’s party, Heart of 
Scotstoun, 1pm-3pm.

Glasgow Skye Association 
syllabus for 2017.

Saturday September 16: 
Opening concert in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street, 
7.30pm.

Saturday October 28: Marag 
Supper in the Crawford Hall, 
7.30pm.

Saturday November 11: 
Children’s post-Mòd ceilidh 
in the Crawford Hall, 7.30pm.

Tuesday November 28: 
Special meeting, Room 3, 
Woodside Hall, Glenfarg 
Street.

Thursday November 30: An-
nual dinner, Dining Room, 
Glasgow University Union on 
University Avenue, 7pm for 
7.30pm.

Friday December 1: Annual 
gathering concert, Glasgow 
University Union - concert 
at 7.30pm and Dance at 
10.30pm.

Clydebank Highlanders 
resume cèilidhs

The first Clydebank ceilidh 
will be held in the Napier 

Hall, Old Kilpatrick, on 
Friday September 15 at 7.30 
pm. Admission is £8 which in-
cludes tea and home baking.

This is the third Friday of 
the month and not the second 
as is the norm for a Clydebank 
cèilidh.

Post-wedding 
and birthday 
party
The Park Bar was bouncing 
on Saturday night for the 
21st birthday party of Eil-
ish Brown - as well as the 
continuation of her brother 
Rory’s wedding to Danielle 
the previous day.

Their father, Campbell, and 
Johnny Scholar (the famous 
Gunna Sound) provided the 
music and the whole pub was 
up for singing all night.

End of an era on Sauchiehall 
Street

On another note, the 
Sauchiehall Street night-club, 
and long-time unofficial 
extension to the famous 
‘teuchter triangle’, O’Neills, 

has changed hands and is now 
called Shenanigans - which, 
by all accounts, is a more 
appropriate title.

This may hardly seem like 
headline news but it heralds 
the end of an era for any 
Highlander who has been a 
student in Glasgow in the past 
20 years.

So far, absolutely nothing 
about the venue has changed 
(other than its title) and the 
DJ still plays an agreeable 
blend of chart music, 1980s 
and 1990s disco, and Trail 
West, Skipinnish and Runrig, 
which is just as well, lest their 
be an almighty outcry.

Pub scene
Islay Inn.
Friday September 1: The 
Keelies.
Saturday September 2: 
Parting Glass.
Sunday September 3: Calum 
MacPhail (Ho-ro).
Park Bar.
Friday: Scott Harvey.
Saturday: North 56.
Sunday: Martainn Skene.
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Listings for Thursday 31 August – 
Thursday 7 September 2017

DIARDAOIN 31 LÙNASTAL
THURSDAY 31 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – Ceòl 
bho Perthshire Amber showcasing the 
high-energy band Blazin’ Fiddles (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00 Balaich na h-Àirde – The remarkable 
achievements of four brothers from Ness, Isle 
of Lewis   (rpt)

22.00 Canàl a’ Phanama – The story of the 
Panama Canal (rpt)
23.25 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)
23.30 Togaidh Sinn Fonn – A selection of 
Scotland’s best musicians and singers (rpt)

DIHAOINE 01 SULTAIN
FRIDAY 01 SEPTEMBER
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35 Machair – Gaelic soap based on the 
Isle of Lewis (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW: Pro 14 Live Rugby – Blues 
v Edinburgh
21.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
21.30 Stoidhle – Sandra Murray explores 
how people create their own individual style 
(rpt)
22.00    Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.00 ÙR | NEW: An Klondike – Dominion 
Creek – Drama, S2 Ep3 
23.50 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 

swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 02 SULTAIN
SATURDAY 02 SEPTEMBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Machair – Gaelic soap based on the 
Isle of Lewis. (rpt)
19.25     Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30    ÙR | NEW: Pro 14 Live Rugby – 
Connacht v Glasgow
21.25 Binneas (rpt)
21.30 Mnathan-Glùine – Highland 
Midwives (rpt)
22.00 ‘Am Balach MacCuidhein – A 
homage to one of the UKs most avant-garde 
fashion designers (rpt)
23.00 Canàl a’ Phanama – The story of the 
Panama Canal (rpt)
24.20 Belladrum 2015 Highlights (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 03 SULTAIN
SUNDAY 03 SEPTEMBER
16.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

18.30  Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00  Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – The story of 
renovation of the Lews Castle in Stornoway 
(rpt)
20.30     Gaisgich na Stoirme – Donnie 
Mackay braves our stormy weather (rpt)
21.00     A gu U: An do Bhlais thu? – A choice 
of menu dishes from the BBC archive (rpt)
22.00     Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.00 An Klondike – Dominion Creek - 
Drama, S2 Ep3 (rpt)
23.50  Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

DILUAIN 04 SULTAIN
MONDAY 04 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Sruth gu Sàl – series looking at the 
waterways of Scotland (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News

20.30 Stoidhle – Sandra Murray explores 
how people create their own individual style 
(rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Beatha an dèidh a’ 
Bhàis – An extraordinary programme 
that investigates from past to present the 
diversity of views about what happens to us 
after we die (rpt)
22.00 Bannan (rpt)
22.35 Look Stranger: Foula and Eriskay 
(rpt)
23.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.30 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 05 SULTAIN
TUESDAY 05 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Mnathan-Glùine – Highland 
Midwives (rpt)

21.00     A gu U: An do Bhlais thu? – A choice 
of menu dishes from the BBC archive (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh – Beatha an dèidh a’ 
Bhàis – An extraordinary programme 
that investigates from past to present the 
diversity of views about what happens to us 
after we die (rpt)
23.00 Craic – Discussion panel (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 06 SULTAIN
WEDNESDAY 06 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Sruth gu Sàl (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Earrann Eachdraidh – History shorts 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – The story of 
renovation of the Lews Castle in Stornoway 
(rpt)
21.00 The Northern Lights (rpt)
21.55 Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

22.00 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
22.25 Bannan (rpt)
23.00 Balaich na h-Àirde – The lives and 
work of the Smith brothers of Ness, Lewis – in 
TV, acting and singing (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 07 SULTAIN
THURSDAY 07 SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the 
history of Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00 Turas Tony – Rèis Beinn Neibhis (rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Skipinnish (rpt)
22.30 Tuiteam an Teaghlaich Romanov – 
The story of the Romanov’s assassination (rpt) 
23.25 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt) 
23.50 Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)
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BE PART OF  
THIS YEAR’S 
HIGHLAND 
MILITARY 
TATTOO!  

www.ticketline.co.uk/highland-military-tattoo 
www.highlandmilitarytattoo.co.uk

Highlanders’ Museum - Fort George 

0131 310 8701 or 0131 310 8702 

Eden Court Theatre - Inverness 

01463 234 234

VisitScotland Information Centres  
located throughout Scotland.

BY 
PHONE

IN
PERSON

HOW TO GET YOUR TICKETS:

This fantastic event includes:

•  TYPHOON FLYPAST
•  MASSED PIPES & DRUMS
•  HIGHLAND DANCING
•  HISTORICAL VIGNETTES
•  FOOD & DRINK VILLAGE
•  FIREWORK DISPLAY

HOW TO GET YOUR TICKETS:

TICKETS SELLING FAST

BOOK NOW!

Experience the very best of traditional and contemporary Highland culture

Discounts available for Families, Veterans, OAPs & Children

The Highland Military Tattoo is 
a uniquely authentic experience, 
set inside the magnificent ram-
parts of Fort George, on the edge 
of the Moray Firth.
This spectacular family event 

showcases impressive local and 
national acts, reflecting the very 
best of Scottish history, tradition 
and military expertise.

With a broad appeal and a 
worldwide audience, the #High-
landTattoo attracts worldwide 
visitors, along with a loyal local 
following, returning to see new 
acts within an annually changing 
show.

The experience starts with an 
opportunity to sample Scottish 
food and drink in the Catering 
Village next door to the Tattoo 

arena, whilst, overhead, there 
will be an aerial display by an 
SE5A World War 1 Biplane, to 
herald the imminent start of the 
show.

In VisitScotland’s Year of His-
tory Heritage and Archaeology, 
the programme will celebrate 
the rich military heritage of Fort 
George, the Highlands and Mo-
ray, and the 75th anniversary of 
the RAF Regiment commencing 
with a fly-past by RAF Typhoon 
jets, heralding the start to a 
packed evening’s entertainment. 

An additional tribute to the 
anniversary year of the RAF; 
and a highlight of the 2017 event; 
shall be from the Queen’s Colour 
Squadron of the Royal Air Force; 
the specialist unit charged with 

the safe-keeping of the Queen’s 
Colour for the RAF in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

The Highland Military Tattoo is 
a ‘must-see’ event in the Scottish 
tourism schedule, offering locals 
and visitors a unique opportunity 
to immerse themselves in the her-
itage and culture of the Scottish 
Highlands, against the impressive 
backdrop of Fort George. 

Tickets for The Highland 
Military Tattoo are now on sale 
and can be purchased via the 
website: www.highlandmilitar-
ytattoo.co.uk, Ticketline, at Eden 
Court Theatre in Inverness and 
throughout Scotland’s TICs.

Twitter: @HMTFortGeorge
Facebook: @HighlandMilitar-

yTattoo

Highland Military Tattoo September 8-10 2017, Fort George, near Inverness

Shinty’s connections with 
Argyll and the Ballachulish, 
Glencoe and the Kinloch-
leven areas will be under the 
spotlight when the acclaimed 
Glòir nan Caman – Shinty’s 
Heroes show returns to the 
Blas Festival.

Wednesday September 6 
will see Hugh Dan MacLen-
nan and Gary Innes joined 
by Allan Henderson, Iain 
MacFarlane, Ewen Hender-
son, Ewan Robertson and 
Duncan MacGillivray in the 
Leven Centre at Kinlochlev-
en High School.

Shinty has long held an 

important role in Scotland 
and was played by Highland 
regiments during both world 
wars. 

Shinty’s Heroes uncovers 
some of the stories of these 
players through visual imag-
es, stories, songs and music, a 
number of which will be seen 
for the first time in this new 
version of the show.

At the centre of the event is 
a tribute to Pipe Major Wil-
lie Lawrie of Ballachulish, 
composer of the tune The 
Battle of the Somme, who 
died in November 1916.

The show will tell gripping 

and moving stories of Dr 
Johnnie Cattanach, gen-
erally regarded as shinty’s 
greatest ever player, who 
died at Gallipoli; Dòmhnall 
Ruadh Choruna and the 
Great Gaelic song An Eala 
Bhàn; the Paterson of Beauly 
pipes from Festubert and 
an account of the 1913 and 
1914 Camanachd Cup finals.  
Many of the players who 
appeared in these matches 
never returned from the war.

There will also be the tale 
of the three Ballachulish 
Musketeers who did return 
from the Second World War 

in an extraordinary adven-
ture – a story featuring audio 
of the heroes themselves.

The Blas Festival, a nine-
day celebration of Highland 
music, song and poetry from 
September 1 to 9, features 
around 40 events including 
performances by Skipinnish, 
Breabach, Mànran and Dun-
can Chisholm.

Skerryvore will be joined at 
Eden Court in Inverness by 
Ireland’s Sharon Shannon, 
and  Iain MacFarlane and 
Ewan Robertson will be 
joined by Dermot Byrne, 
formerly Altan’s box player.

All good sports as shinty 
takes centre stage at 
annual Blas Festival 

Fergie MacDonald. Lauren MacColl.Hugh Dan MacLennan and Gary Innes.
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

S
1

P R
2

U C
3

E S
4

C
5

O P
6

E S
7

H E E B
8

A E C

A
9

P L E N T Y I
10

N N E R

N I T A R G O

D
11

A C H A L
12

I N G U A L

Y V O I L

A
13

P
14

P O I N T M
15

E N T

A
16

L G A L
17

L
18

I O N E
19

S S H
20

Y E
21

N A

L T X H J O D

U
22

L T R A O
23

P O S S U M

D E L T N I A

E
24

R R A T A E
25

G G N O G

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10
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Across

7 Hurt from accident (6)

8 Flip (6)

9 Type of jacket (4)

10 Worthless (8)

11 Fret over a decision (7)

13 Ticket to wealth perhaps (5)

15 Famous (5)

17 Blight (7)

20 Cast out of home (8)

21 Walk through deep water (4)

22 Misbehaves (4,2)

23 Discern (6)

Down

1 Remove from power source (6)

2 Dry covering of seeds (4)

3 Performer on mats and bars (7)

4 Wild dog (5)

5 Enthusiastic receptions (8)

6 Wood destroyer (3-3)

12 Programme of events (8)

14 Singing holy songs (7)

16 New to (6)

18 Lessen (6)

19 Fast moving (5)

21 Beside another (4)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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15 Famous (5)

17 Blight (7)

20 Cast out of home (8)

21 Walk through deep water (4)

22 Misbehaves (4,2)

23 Discern (6)

Down

1 Remove from power source (6)

2 Dry covering of seeds (4)

3 Performer on mats and bars (7)

4 Wild dog (5)

5 Enthusiastic receptions (8)

6 Wood destroyer (3-3)

12 Programme of events (8)

14 Singing holy songs (7)

16 New to (6)

18 Lessen (6)

19 Fast moving (5)

21 Beside another (4)

THE OBAN TIMES 
GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

To enter, simply answer the above question, complete the form below and post it to 
Wyvex Media Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 29 September 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

224     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO BLAIR CASTLE HORSE TRIALS WITH CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, 
DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
When did Blair Castle fi rst run an international eventing competition?

From 24 to 27 August Blair Castle will attract spectators 
and competitors with four days of top fl ight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose a 
unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are seek-
ing to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perus-
ing the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch 
the wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Blair 
Castle International Horse Trials & Country Fair is sure to 
be an unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy a weekend of camping and horse trials including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes on 17 August. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DUNKELD HOUSE HOTEL WITH DINNER AND 

BREAKFAST, SPA TREATMENTS AND AFTERNOON TEA

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What river fl ows past Dunkeld House Hotel?

Nestled in the beautiful Perthshire landscape, Dunkeld House 
Hotel boasts an unrivalled experience of Scottish country liv-
ing. This four-star luxury country house hotel sits in 280 acres 
of well-maintained and natural woodland and overlooks the 
wide and fast-fl owing River Tay.

Escape the hustle and bustle of city life and enjoy nature, 
tranquillity and Scottish scenery at its very best. From a 

romantic weekend getaway to a short break full of fantastic 
outdoor activities, this hotel holiday resort can be as relaxing 
or as action-packed as you wish it to be.

Perthshire is also an excellent choice for a Scottish touring 
holiday or vacation. Enjoy the very best in Scottish hospitality 
from Dunkeld House Hotel’s spa facilities and award-winning 
food and drink, to our new and improved style. 

Prize only valid from the start of October until the end of November 2017. Prize only valid for Sunday – Thursday stays. Dates for validating the prize are subject to availability and 
based on two people sharing a double room. During validating the prize it is important to check appointment availability for treatments in the spa.

224-225_sf09.indd   224 26/07/2017   14:51:07

Answer................................................... .................................................................................................
Name..................................................... .................................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...................................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ........................................................................................
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Dunkeld House Hotel.
Closing date is September 29 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are 
ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 

Also appearing are new Gaelic 
song trio Sian (Ceitlin LR 
Smith, Eilidh Cormack and 
Ellen MacDonald), traditional 
trio Hecla, as well as former 
Radio 2 Young Traditional 
Musician of the Year Mischa 
Macpherson, and young musi-
cians from several Fèisean and 
the National Centre of Excel-
lence in Traditional Music at 
Plockton High School.

The Angus Nicolson Trio, 
Donald Black Band, Ireland’s 
Fidil and Canada’s MacIsaac 
and MacKenzie join the bill, 
alongside Gaelic singers Mairi 

MacInnes, James Graham, Iain 
MacKay, Margaret Stewart, 
Rona Lightfoot, Ewan John 
Morrison, David Mackenzie, 
Murdo ‘Wasp’ MacDonald, 
Amy MacKay, Mary Catherine 
MacNeil, Freddie Mackenzie, 
Dingwall Gaelic Choir and 
Inverness Gaelic Choir.

Gaelic poets, including 
Maoilios Caimbeul and Aon-
ghas MacNeacail will make 
guest appearances. Special 
events will also celebrate the 
80th birthdays of four icons 
of Gaelic culture: Kenna 
Campbell, Fergie MacDonald, 

Morag MacLeod and Finlay 
MacLeod.

Each year Blas offers a new 
commission and this year 
Dìleab Uilleim will explore 
the Gaelic song legacy of Rev 
William Matheson, one of 
Scotland’s foremost collectors 
and authorities on Gaelic song. 
Those shows will feature intro-
ductions by Jo MacDonald and 
performances from Robert 
Robertson, Rachel Walker, 
Ross Wilson, Alasdair Whyte, 
Eilidh Cormack, Linda Ma-
cleod, Allan MacDonald and 
Christine Primrose.

Mary Ann Kennedy will 
perform songs from her new 
album An Dàn and Gary Innes 
will be performing music from 
his new album Era. A CD of 
Lauren MacColl’s Fèis Rois 
Commission The Seer will be 
launched at two performances. 
Two Fèisean – Fèis Lochabair 
and Fèis na h-Òige – will host 
concerts celebrating their 25th 
anniversaries.

The full festival programme 
is now available at www.
blas-festival.com where full 
details of all events and how to 
buy tickets can be found.

A recently set up music group is putting on its first 
show this month.

‘Fresher’s Fest’ will take place on Saturday Sep-
tember 16 in Cuan Mor.

Freshers’ Fest will be a fun-filled night showcasing 
local musical talent and a chance to welcome stu-
dents who will be studying locally in the upcoming 
academic year.

Originally founded by local music enthusiasts 
Duncan Kearey, Kevin Irvine and Angela Anderson, 
Oban Music Group (OMG) aims to bring a diverse 
range of live music events to Oban. Alongside book-
ing talent for gigs in town, the group wishes to give 
local talent a platform to perform original music.

Angela said: ‘We have all promoted gigs in the past 
but felt that by combining our skills and efforts we 
could really make an impact.’

Duncan’s background is in live sound engineering 
and lighting, Kevin has years of performance and 
promotion experience and Angela has a degree in 
communication and mass media and has worked in 
artist liaison, registration and volunteer manage-
ment at various festivals.

Duncan said: ‘We are just starting out and have 
been looking at small arts venues, charitable organi-
sations and social enterprises as inspiration.

‘We hope to engage anyone with a passion for mu-
sic and experience in these areas. The ultimate aim 
is to put Oban on the map as a touring venue and 
work with young people studying sound production/
photography to offer a place to hone their skills 
during a live production.

‘Freshers’ Fest night will be the first event under 
the OMG brand and will be a great opportunity to 
come along, see what OMG is all about and hear 
some amazing local acts.’

The line-up for the evening sees The Signal Fires, 
Citizen 9, Horse God’s, Neon Sheba and DJ Rdrk. 
Hosted by K9Kev the night will kick off at 7.30pm. 
Tickets will be available on the door with discounts 
available for students and under-18s.

In the first interview with 
authors featured at Bender-
loch’s Bookends Festival next 
month, we meet Graeme Pa-
gan, co-author of a beautifully 
written book on bereavement 
called Don’t Mention The 
Coal Scuttle.

The two authors, old friends 
Graeme Pagan and Alison 
Pringle, met again by chance 
on a bus in Inveraray in 2010, 
three weeks after Graeme’s 
wife Heather had died of cancer 
aged 57, and three years after 
Alison’s husband Murray died 
aged 67. ‘We met, which kept 
us going a bit,’ the 81-year-old 
retired Oban lawyer recalled, 
‘but then we decided to write a 
book together.

‘Heather was the love of my 
life,’ Graeme explained. ‘The 
first day of my retirement she 

found a lump and that was the 
start of a three-year struggle. 
It was a relatively peaceful 
end. She never complained.’

Bereavement, the book con-
tinues, can be ‘absolutely aw-
ful and the bizarre things that 
happen to the mind are both 
puzzling and frightening.’

Sorting through Heather’s 
things, Graeme found a 
forgotten gift from their early 
married life. ‘My son said, 
“Where did this dirty old coal 
scuttle come from?” I burst 
into tears. She would feed me, 
and I would bring the coal in. 
I did not know it still existed, 
and I got so upset seeing it 
after all these years.’ Hence 
the title of the book: Don’t 
Mention The Coal Scuttle.

‘Many other people have 
lost loved ones,’ Graeme said. 

‘There are thousands and 
thousands of sob stories. I 
wanted to encourage people 
and give them a laugh or two. 
People do not like talking 
about bereavement, which is a 
shame because it helps if you 
can share experiences.’

The book’s preface contin-
ues: ‘Someone once said that 
death has become for us the 
“dirty little secret” that sex 
was for the Victorians. What 
this all adds up to is that if 
you are the partner left behind 
you will almost certainly be 
ill-prepared for what the loss 
will really mean.

‘Why this book is particu-
larly important is that it is 
not just somebody’s sob story. 
They are stories from real 
people who have been through 
and are going through what is, 

without a doubt, one of life’s 
very worst experiences.

‘The authors are honest and 
pull no punches. Despite the 
over-riding sadness, laughter is 
guaranteed. Furthermore, the 
book is filled with examples 
of what some people have 
done to make things perhaps a 
little easier. There is no cure for 
bereavement, but life goes no 
and it must be made worthwhile 
even without your loved one.’

Graeme and Alison are 
due to speak at the festival 
on Saturday September 30 at 
7.30pm in the Reading Room 
in Benderloch’s Victory Hall. 
You can find the festival’s 
full programme at its website 
www.bookends.scot, and 
further updates on its Face-
book page, Bookends Festival 
Benderloch.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise in the 

Oban Times Community Noticeboard 
please call 01631 568000

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 5th Sept, 2017 at 

10.30am
Studio Theatre and café area, 

Corran Halls, Oban
At this U3A meeting at the 
Corran Halls, on the above 

date you will be able to sign 
up for the Interest groups 

that you would like to join or 
that you have already been 

going to.

Scottish Country 
Dancing

Fun Fitness Friendship
TASTER CLASS (free)

Mon 4th Sept
Church of Scotland Centre, 

Oban. 8pm-9:15pm
Men, women, teenagers all 

welcome
Contact Sue 563103

RSCDS Lorn (Argyll) Branch
Charity SC025326

Bookends Festival interview – Don’t Mention The Coal Scuttle

Graeme Pagan reads from his book Don’t Mention 
The Coal Scuttle, co-authored by Alison Pringle.

‘Freshers’ Fest’ to take 
place on September 16

MacIsaac and MacKenzie.Ceitlin L R Smith, Eilidh Cormack, and Ellen MacDonald.
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West Coast shines at Food 
Awards Scotland

JM BRECKENRIDGE
Everyone at JM Breckenridge was absolutely delighted to win the best fresh produce 
supplier for Scotland 2017 last week proving hard work really does pay o� .
It’s the third year in a row we have won it which is a testament to our hard-working 
sta�  in both our Oban and Fort William depots making these achievements possible.
As a family business we pride ourselves on using local produce and fellow family 
businesses to supply the west coast of Scotland and the Highlands with quality fresh 
produce.
Here’s hoping the future of Breckenridge Fresh Produce brings more growth, more 
expansion and more awards.

FRESH PRODUCE PROVIDER OF THE YEAR

OBAN’S MANOR HOUSE HAS LIFTED A PRESTIGIOUS 
TITLE IN THIS YEAR’S SCOTTISH FOOD AWARDS
� e business, owned by Mr P L and Mrs M Crane, Bermuda for the past 17 years, was 
crowned central region’s best hotel restaurant.
Under the watchful eye of general manager Gregor MacKinnon and new head chef 
Gerard McCluskey, the kitchen team has changed dramatically over recent months.
While the Manor House has had an excellent reputation for food for a number of years, 
the hotel now has an exciting new team. � e dynamic new kitchen sta�  are working to-
gether in a jovial environment to create new, � avoursome dishes and perfecting attention 
to detail. 
Head chef Gerard said: ‘I am extremely proud of the team and very excited for what the 
future holds. � e feedback we get from local regular diners and guests from around the 
world is always positive and encouraging. 
‘I believe that the passion and skills set possessed by my team is re� ected in the quality of 
the food we produce. Being recognised by the Scottish Food Awards for all our hard work 
and ingenuity has been great news for myself and the team and has motivated us to carry 
on expressing ourselves with the food we produce.
‘Hopefully, this award is the � rst of many for this wonderful team we have created.’

HOTEL RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR CENTRAL

� e Stables Restaurant and Grill in Fort William, now in business for its third year, is 
going from strength to strength winning the award for Best Restaurant of the Year 2017 
North Region in this year’s Food Awards Scotland.
Owner and chef Andy Turnbull is delighted to have won the award and been recognised 
as a � nalist in the same category at the Hospitality Awards 2017. 
Andy said: ‘I’m very proud of our fantastic manageress Suzie Power and the great team 
we have in place here at the Stables Restaurant and Grill. We believe in serving local 
produce at its best, and use the � nest ingredients and o� er the largest range of steaks in 
Fort William.
‘We serve both traditional dishes as well as providing the experience of fresh culinary 
ideas in the stylish ambience of our restaurant.’

THE STABLES RESTAURANT AND GRILL

RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR NORTH

The Stables Restaurant & Grill
Dudley Road
Fort William
PH33 6JB 

THE WINNERS OF THE FOOD AWARDS 
SCOTLAND 2017 ARE ANNOUNCED

THE FOURTH annual Food Awards Scotland welcomed 300 guests 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glasgow on Monday, August 14 in a 
celebration of the Scottish food industry.
� e Food Awards Scotland recognise the success of local professionals 
and establishments. � e winners are a true re� ection of high standard 
and customer service as they are chosen by members of the general 
public. 
� e black tie event was hosted by radio presenter Gina McKie.
She welcomed on stage talented individuals and businesses, 
acknowledged for constantly delivering high-quality food products 
and impeccable service to their customers.
Several of the awards were split into local regions to ensure the diverse 
range of businesses from across Scotland are recognised for their hard 
work.
Irfan Younis, CEO of organisers Creative Oceanic, said: ‘We are 
honoured and delighted to have such great � nalists and winners 
representing the Scottish food industry and enhancing its reputation 
nationally and internationally.
‘� ese were the fourth annual Food Awards Scotland. � ey are a true 
re� ection of the talent in Scotland and we want to make sure that the 
hard work and determination of Scottish food professionals don’t go 
unnoticed.
‘We were very happy to welcome the guests and celebrate with them. 
Congratulations to all � nalists and winners.’
In addition, the awards supported the Well Foundation and the 
charity raised funds for their project.

SEAFOOD SUPPLIER OF THE YEAR

INVERAWE SMOKHOUSE, TAYNUILT
Multi award-winning Inverawe Smokehouse has had a bumper year for accolades, 
including the top Seafood Supplier from � e Food & Drink Awards Scotland. Voted 
for by the public, they are especially pleased to receive such a wonderful recognition of 
their passion and dedication to creating the most superb tasting produce. Anyone who 
has enjoyed Inverawe’s products understands, instantly, that all smoked � sh is de� nitely 
not created equal.
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THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contact-
ed beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and people can try 
before they buy. 

Participants can walk three 
times with the club before join-
ing. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on    info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.
Today (Thursday August 31)
Loch Ossian, Courrour

A short journey by train on the 
West Highland Line to Scotland’s 
highest station then a fairly level 
walk on good paths or tracks in a 
remote area. Refreshments with 
home-baking at the station.

Start from Corrour station. Take 
the track ENE. Near the youth 

hostel a path forks right and 
climbs E to Peter’s Rock. Here, 
turn left and descend NE to 
rejoin the track on the S shore of 
Loch Ossian. Follow the track to 
the foot of the Loch, past Corrour 
Shooting Lodge and turn SW 
along the N shore to return to 
Corrour Stn. Train to Bridge of 
Orchy, dep 1825.

Distance: 14km; Height to 
climb: 150m.

Leader: Trevor Jones 07831 
437454.
Saturday September 2
Braeriach, Aviemore 

Start at the Sugar Bowl CP in 
Glen More at NH985074. Follow 
the path S, across the main road 
and down to cross the bridge 
over the Allt MorEX. Climb up 
to the edge of a plateau where 
the path turns SW. At a junction, 
cross the burn and continue SW 
up to the Chalamain Gap. Nego-

tiate this impressive de� le with 
care and head SSW downhill to 
the Lairig Ghru. Cross the burn 
and climb steeply up the spur, 
the path curving SSE as it gains 
height to the summit of Sron na 
Lairige, 1184m. 

Descend SSW to a col and 
follow the path up, curving W 
along the rim of the magni� cent 
Coire Bhrocain. The summit 
of Braeriach lies at the highest 
point of this headwall. Return by 
the outward route.

Distance: 21km; Height to 
climb: 1,000m.

Leader: Andrew Gilbert 07808 
924722.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club.

If anyone would like to go out 
on the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 

01397 701783 or email inquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday September 3
Glen Nevis, Ring of Steall 

After passing through the Nevis 
Gorge and entering the Steall 
meadows, cross the wire bridge 
over the Water of Nevis, and 
negotiate the Allt Coire a’Mhail. 
Join the somewhat eroded path 
on to An Gearanach, carry on over 
An Garbhanach (some exposure) 
to Stob Choire a’Chairn. Then go 
west, then SW to Am Bodach and 
west to Sgor an Iubhair. NNW is 
then your next direction to Stob 
Coire a’Mhail over the Devil’s 
Ridge, followed by your last Mun-
ro, Sgurr a’Mhaim. 

Descend the NW ridge to cross 
the river by the wooden bridge at 
NN158685 and the road back to 
the start.

Distance: 14km; Height to 
climb: 1,700m.

MSPs voice worry over safety
THREE MSPs for the High-
land and Islands have voiced 
their concerns over mountain 
safety awareness.

Donald Cameron, Edward 
Mountain and Jamie Halcro 
Johnston are calling for moun-
taineers and hillwalkers to take 
more safety measures before 
setting off into the Highlands 
to prevent otherwise avoidable 
incidents.

According to Scottish Moun-
tain Rescue, there were 436 
incidents in 2016, nine of which 
were fatal.

Most incidents happened 
during the summer hillwalking 
season, with the simple slip or 
trip being the most common 
reason for requiring assistance.

Navigational errors and get-
ting lost were the second most 
prevalent cause.

Rescues in Scotland are car-
ried out on a voluntary basis by 

23 civilian member mountain 
rescue teams spread across the 
country, with approximately 
850 volunteers ready to assist 
people in the outdoors.

Mr Cameron said: ‘The 
Scottish Highlands are home 
to some of the most beautiful 
mountains, glens and forests 
but that beauty also hides 
dangerous paths, gorges and 
ravines.

‘I have been astonished and 
concerned by the number of 
ill-equipped tourists who are 
not prepared for wet weather 
conditions or are wearing inap-
propriate footwear. Accidents 
are waiting to happen but they 
could be avoided if the right 
precautions are taken.’

Mr Mountain added: ‘Our 
Scottish Mountain Rescue 
teams perform heroic deeds 
in often dangerous condi-
tions. The cost of rescues does 

not come cheapily and it is 
easy to forget that these rescue 
teams are staffed by volunteers 
and funded through charity. 
By taking appropriate safety 
measures, hillwalkers and 
mountaineers can save rescue 
teams invaluable time and 
resources.’

And Mr Halcro Johnston 
said: ‘It has been great to see 
so many hillwalkers and moun-
taineers in the Highlands this 
summer but whether you’ve 
been climbing for years or for 
a few months, safety is para-
mount.

‘I would advise all climbers, 
young and old, to refresh their 
safety awareness by visiting 
the Mountaineering Scotland 
and Scottish Mountain Rescue 
websites.’
www.mountaineering.scot
www.scottishmountain
rescue.org

Killin show takes a starring role 
THIS year’s Killin and District Ag-
ricultural Society Show was deemed 
to be an outstanding success despite 
the weather being wet.

There was a real buzz about this 
year’s show as the event played host 
to a film production company and 
is to feature in the new BBC series 
of The Farmer’s Country Show-
down which will be broadcast in the 
spring of 2018.

Over the previous 10 weeks, con-
tact with the production company 
was constant and, once the decision 
was made to come to Killin, it was 
all go.

Commentator Alex Stewart said: 
‘My personal thanks to all who 
helped and were contacted about 
their part in the show and especially 

the farms of Dall and Succoth which 
were featured for the cross cattle.

‘On the show day the co-operation 
with all involved and the courtesy 
shown by the public towards the 
film crews was most helpful in the 
company being able to gather a con-
siderable amount of information.’

Mr Stewart added that the return 
of the cattle classes and the large 
entry in all the sheep classes was a 
credit to the farming community. 
The many different sections in the 
McLaren Hall were very well sup-
ported – for example, there were 21 
entries in the banana loaf class.

He continued: ‘The vintage tractor 
display was a credit to those who care 
for these vehicles, the development 
of which revolutionised all farming 

methods. The number and variety 
at Killin is due to the enthusiasm 
of the owners and Ian Hancock, the 
organiser.’

Show chairman Neil Aitcheson 
thanked all who made the day 
memorable for many reasons and 
the organisers look forward to seeing 
the final result of three days of long 
hours working with the film crews.
Results:
Cattle
Best Spring Born Calf: Taylor, Dall Farm
Best Native Calf (Heifer): Campbell, Succoth 
Farm
Best Cow and Calf: McDairmid, Ben Lawers 
Farm
Champion: McDairmid, Ben Lawers Farm
Reserve: Taylor, Dall Farm
Sheep
Blackface
Champion: Messrs McLarty, Glentarken

Reserve: P McDairmid, Shenlarich
Female group of three: P McDairmid, Shenlarich
Best wooled sheep: Meggernie Estate
Pair of ewe lambs: P McDairmid, Shenlarich
Best ram: Messrs McLarty, Glentarken
Best female: Messrs McLarty, Glentarken
Ram lamb: Messrs McLarty, Glentarken
Pair of wedder lambs: P McDairmid, Shenlarich
Pair ram lambs: Messrs McLarty, Glentarken
Pair of Gimmers: P McDairmid ,Shenlarich
Male group of three: Messrs McLarty, Glentark-
en
Best lamb: P McDairmid, Shenlarich
Best sheep: (opposite sex to champion) Messrs 
McLarty Glentarken
Stocksman showing best animal: Alastair 
MacKenzie
Shepherds class: Robert Campbell
Naturally shown ewe and lamb/s: Messrs McLar-
ty, Glentarken
Best aged tup: Colin Little, Glenample
Special prizes– Sheep other than Blackface
Champion cross sheep: P McDairmid, Shenlar-
ich
Reserve champion cross: P McDairmid, Shen-

larich
Pair of lambs out of Blackface ewe: P McDair-
mid, Shenlarich
Swaledale
Champion: Macaskill Tullich Farm
Reserve: Campbell Ledcharrie Farm
Best ram: Macaskill Tullich Farm
Best female:Campbell Ledcharrie Farm
Champon of Champions: P McDairmid, Shen-
larich
Wool Show
Blackface Carpet: Braes of Ardeonaig
Blackface Short Fine: Braes of Ardeonaig
Natural Colour Any Breed: Braes of Ardeonaig
Fine Medium: Braes of Aredeonaig
Dog Show
Gun dog class: 
1 Clara with Breeze
2 Archie with Rani
3 Gary with Timber
Other breeds class: 
1 Lisa with Dora
2 Ian with Skipper
3 Sally with Alfie
Terrier Race: Emilie Beattie with Hobbs

Fancy Dress:
1Killin Drama Club
2 Campbell family and Killin Nursery
Bonny Baby: Bella with mum, Allana
Baking, Produce, Handcraft, Home Craft, 
Floral and Vegetable:
Handcraft Cup (Art): James Gerry
Photography Cup: Mayumi Paterson
Homecraft Cup: Jenny Huntly
Baking Cup: Cathy Reid and Elizabeth Woods
Produce Cup: Margaret Taylor
Vegetable Cup: Jane Watts
Best exhibit in vegetable classes: Alex Stewart
Flower Cup; Mairi Hunter
Floral Art Cup: Margaret Galloway and Jenny 
Huntly
Girls’ Cup: Eilidh Fleming
Boys’ Cup: Alastair Gibson
Community Challenge: Killin SWI
Scarecrow Cup:
1 Jenny and Gerald Huntly
2 Falls of Dochart Retirement Home
3 Liz and David Fettes and Caitlin
Best Scottish Political Scarecrow: Sheena 
McColl.

Ice-creams put smiles on faces. Alex Stewart was the  MC.

Comrie Pipe Band entertained the crowds. There was a great entry in the dog show.Killin Drama Club won the fancy dress competition. The vintage tractors were praised.

Hamish McDiarmid with his cattle champion. Bonny baby winner Bella with mum Allana.Iain McLarty with his champion Blackface.
Community Challenge SWI Margaret Galloway, Ellen 

Stewart, Elizabeth Wood and Jenny Huntley.

Crowds gather to watch the judging of the Blackface sheep.
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CANADA, Crieff and Kent rose 
to the top of this year’s Argyllshire 
Gathering, write Sandy Neil and David 
McPhee.

On Wednesday electrical engineer 
Craig Sutherland from Crieff won the 
Gold Medal, which attracted 29 com-
petitors, and the senior piobaireachd, 
which drew 19 entrants. A 20-year-old 
Glasgow University student, Cameron 
Macdougall, of Nigg, Ross-shire, 
beat 26 other pipers to win the Silver 
Medal. ‘It was a surprise because of 
the calibre,’ he said.

Then, on Thursday, financial adviser 
Alex Gandy from Nova Scotia won the 
A March and A Strathspey and Reel, 
filling the shoes of his father, top piper 
Bruce Gandy.Piping steward Torquil 
Telfer said playing the piobaireachd 
was ‘quite a feat’ to remember the 
tunes. ‘You are playing a tune without 
a manuscript. You are only told what 
you are going to play 30 minutes before, 
and you cannot refer to your notes.’

‘The quality of the piping is going up 
and up,’ said games steward Matthew 
Anderson. There was also a good entry 
of dancers, particularly from Canada. 
Dancing steward Sherryl Peter said 
entries from the US, New Zealand and 
Australia also joined those from Oban, 
Islay and Campbeltown, totalling 47 in 
all. The MacArthur School of Dance 
from Cape Breton alone furnished 19 

dancers. ‘It is part of every Highland 
dancer’s dream to dance in Scotland,’ 
director Kelly MacArthur said.

The athletic competitions were 
hailed a success, especially in the 
junior events. Aidan MacPhee, 15, 
competed in the junior high jump 
event and cleared 170cm to win it. The 
Oban boy matched his earlier height 
in the open high jump, and came 
second overall - losing out only to 
Tony Daffrun from Coatbridge, who 
cleared a height of 175cm.

The overall winner of the heavyweight 
events went to Scott Ryder from Kent. 

Speaking about his victory in Oban, 
Scott said: ‘It was a tough field. I was 
never out of it and made no mistakes 
– that’s the key to winning the overall. 
It’s one of the best games of the year. 
I always look forward to coming here.’

Brian Robin, the heavyweight judge, 
said numbers were down this year, but 
that it was ‘quality over quantity’. He 
said: ‘We have the crème de la crème 
here – the world champion and the 
Scottish champion.’ The fall in compet-
itors was due to injuries, he explained.

Praising the ‘great community 
spirit’, and hearing ‘some of the best 
piping in the world’, the Duke of 
Argyll said: ‘It is something we should 
be very proud of, the fact that it takes 
place in Oban.’ More photos and video 
online at www.obantimes.co.uk The parade sets o�  from Station Square to make its way to Moss� eld for the games to begin. 16_t34_ObanGames01

Oban High School Pipe Band takes centre stage. 16_t34_ObanGames13 A bird’s eye view of the parade leaving Argyll Square. Picture: ArgylllUAVs

Highland dancers concentrate as they perform their routines. 
Pic: Kayley Cornelius/ 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_08

Aidan MacPhee, 15, from Oban, was the winner of the youth and local high 
jump, and � nished second in the open category. 16_t34_ObanGames09

Oban’s Murdo Masterson gives it his all as he competes in the light stone 
event. 16_t34_ObanGames05
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The Argyllshire Gathering hill race gets under way, before the runners returned exhausted and covered in mud. 16_t34_ObanGames10

Lukas Wenta puts the light stone. Picture: Kevin McGlynn

Lorne Colhart from Lismore competes in the caber. 16_t34_ObanGames26 Andrew Campbell- Gray � nishes the hill race. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_17 Scott Ryder from Kent in the 28lb weight for distance. 16_t34_ObanGames17

The Duke of Argyll takes the salute from Angus MacColl and Oban High 
School Pipe Band. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_11 Announcer C Dunbar takes time to enjoy an ice-cream.  16_t34_ObanGames21
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The winner of the President’s Gold Medal, Gregor MacDonald, 14, of North 
Connel, with piping steward Torquil Telfer. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_23

Eilie Munro, 15, from Connel, won the Oban High School Award for Dancing. 
16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_27

Rob Adair from Canada was on holiday and left with a trophy after he won the 
sheaf tossing competition. Matthew Anderson, steward, presented him with 

the trophy. 16_t34_ObanGames23

Left to right, Laurie Tyndall, Kirsten Benidickson (winner of the best overseas 
adult) and Sarah Gage, all of the McGregor Studio of Dance, Winnipeg. 

16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_29

Luke Kennedy of Strathaven won the PM Robert G Hardie Memorial Trophy, 
presented by assistant piping steward Jamie Mellor. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_23

Alex Gandy, a � nancial adviser from Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, won the A Grade 
March and A Grade Strathspey and Reel. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_30

Three generations of Lochbuie – Cameron Maclaine, 16, with his grandfather 
Lorne Maclaine, 26th chief, and father Angus. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_20

Left to right, silver medal winner Cameron Macdougall, piping steward 
Torquil Telfer, and gold medallist Craig Sutherland. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_07

Oban’s Sam Coates and Grace Thompson were presented with trophies from Stephen Ryder MBE for best overall girl 
and boy performances. 16_t34_ObanGames22Some of the Highland dancers who competed in the games. 16_t34_ObanGames02. 
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Argyllshire Gathering 2017 Results
PIPING: Highland Society of London Gold Medal: 1 Craig Sutherland, 
Crie� , 2 Cameron Drummond, Edinburgh, 3 Andrew Hayes, Ontario; Senior 
Piobaireachd: 1 Craig Sutherland, Crie� , 2 Ian K MacDonald, Ontario, 3 
Roderick Macleod, Moodiesburn; Argyllshire Gathering Silver Medal: 1 
Cameron MacDougall, Tain, 2 Sarah Muir, Campbeltown, 3 Xavier Boderiou, 
Brittany; Junior March, Strathspey & Reel (Local): 1 Gregor MacDonald, 
Oban, 2 Ross Connor, Campbeltown, 3 Jamie Campbell; March (Local): 1 
Alastair MacLean, 2 Euan Henderson, 3 Kate MacPherson; Strathspey & Reel 
(Local): 1 Alastair McLean, 2 Kate MacPherson, 3 Alasdair MacLean; March, 
Strathspey & Reel (Former Winners): 1 Jack Lee, Canada, 2 Finlay Johnston, 
Glasgow, 3 Cameron Drummond, Edinburgh; March Grade ‘A’ : 1 Alex Gandy, 
Canada, 2 Sean MacKeown, Canada, 3 Ben McClamrock, USA; March Grade 
‘B’: 1 William Rowe, New Zealand, 2 Matt Wilson, Dollar, 3 Matt Panteleoni, 
USA; Strathspey & Reel Grade ‘A’: 1 Alex Gandy, Canada, 2 Andrew Hayes, 
Canada, 3 Jamie Troy, Canada; Strathspey & Reel Grade ‘B’: 1 Connor Sinclair, 
Crie� , 2 Stuart Easton, New Zealand, 3 Sandy Cameron, Roy Bridge;  Jigs: 1 
Gordon McCreadie, Paisley, 2 Calum Beaumont, Linlithgow, 3 Calum Mo� at, 
Lockerbie; Hardy Memorial Trophy Intermediate MS & R: 1 Luke Kennedy, 
Strathaven, 2 Brighde Chaimbeul, Kyle of Lochalsh, 3 Andrew Ferguson, 
Dollar; MacGregor Memorial Competition: 1 Lewis Russell, Livingston, 2 
Andrew Ferguson, Dollar, 3 Rebecca Tierney, Strathaven; Brigadier Lorn 
Campbell of Airds VC Trophy: Craig Sutherland, Crie� ; Kilberry Cup: Craig 
Sutherland, Crie� ; Donald Ramsey Trophy: Gordon McCreadie; Angus Nicol 
Quaich: Cameron MacDougall. 

DANCING: 7 yrs to 13 yrs (Local): Highland Fling:  1 Eva MacColl, 2 Erin 
Binnie, 3 Iona MacKay; Sean Triubhas: 1 Erin Binnie, 2 Eva MacColl, 3 Iona 
MacKay; Hullachan: 1 Eva MacColl, 2 Erin Binnie, Iona MacKay; Webster of 
Oban Trophy: Eva MacColl; 13 yrs to 16 yrs (Local): Highland Fling:  1 Iona 
MacKinlay, 2 Sophie Barker, 3 Ailie Munro; Sean Triubhas: 1 Iona MacKinlay, 2 
Sophie Barker, 3 Rose Harper; Hullachan: 1 Iona MacKinlay, 2 Sophie Barker, 3 
Ailie Munro; Kitchen Garden Trophy: Iona MacKinlay; 16 yrs and over (Local): 
Highland Fling: 1 Katie MacPherson, 2 Nicola MacAulay, Sean Triubhas: 1 
Katie MacPherson, 2 Nicola MacAulay; Hullachan: 1 Katie MacPherson, 2 
Nicola MacAulay; Farquhar Martin Memorial Trophy: Katie MacPherson; 
William MacLennan Trophy = Iona MacKay and Katie MacPherson; 12 years 
and under Open: Highland Fling: 1 Olivia Burke, Canada, 2 Zoe MacIsaac, 
Canada, 3 Madeliene Le Vert, Canada; Sword Dance: 1 Olivia Burke, Canada, 
2 Eva MacColl, Appin, 3 Zoe MacIsaac, Canada; Sean Triubhas: 1 Olivia Burke, 
Canada, 2 Drea Shepherd, Canada, 3 Zoe MacIsaac, Canada; Strathspey & 
Tullach: 1 Drea Shepherd, Canada, 2 Olivia Burke, Canada, 3 Zoe MacIsaac, 
Canada; Stewart Family Trophy: Madeleine Le Vert, Canada; Best overseas 
juvenile dancer: Madeleine Le Vert, Canada, Canada; 13 years and under 
16: Highland Fling: 1 Breagh MacKinnon, USA, 2 Madaline Baigre, Canada, 
3 Sophie Barker, Islay; Sword Dance: 1 Isabelle Pilling, Canada, 2 Madaline 
Baigre, Canada, 3 Breagh MacKinnon, USA; Sean Triubhas: 1 Sophie Baker, 
Islay, 2 Iona MacKinlay, Campbeltown, 3 Sophie Baker, Islay; Strathspey & 
Tulluch: 1 Isabelle Pilling, Canada, 2 Madaline Baigre, Canada, 3 Sophie Baker, 
Islay; Calley Fisheries Trophy: Madaline Baigre, Canada; Best overseas junior 
dancer: Madaline Baigre, Canada, Bruno Schroeder Shield: Madaline Baigre, 
Canada; Argyllshire Gathering Shield: Donald Taylor Shield: Olivia Burke, 
Canada; 16 yrs and over (Open): Highland Fling: 1 Kristen Benedickson, 
Canada, 2 Annelise Bicho, Canada, 3 Laura Bicho, Canada; Sword Dance: 1 
Laura Bicho, Canada, 2 Annelise Bicho, Canada, 3 Emily Walker, Canada; Sean 
Triubhas: 1 Kristen Benedickson, Canada, 2 Annelise Bicho, Canada, 3 Katie 
MacPherson, Oban; Strathspey & Reel: 1 Breagh MacInnes, Canada, 2 Laura 
Bicho, Canada, 3 Sarah Gage, Canada. Challenge medal: Laura Bicho, Canada; 
Championship medal: Kristen Benedickson; Bruno Shroder Shield: Kristen 
Benedickson, Canda; Oban High School Trophy: Ailie Munro, Connel. 

TRACK & FIELD:  Argyllshire 3200 m handicap: Open: 1 Dean Whiteford, 
Innerleithen, 2 Colin Welsh, Kelso, 3 Craig Bell, Forfar; Argyllshire 100m 
scratch � nal: Open: 1 Tony Da� urn, Wishaw, 2 Ben Coates, Oban, 3 Lomond 
MacPherson, Oban; Women: 1 Kelsey Whitelaw, Oban, 2 Julie Didcock, Oban; 
Local: 1 Ben Coates, Oban, 2 Lomond McPherson, Oban, 3 Sam Coates, 
Oban; Argyllshire 800 Metres scratch: Open: 1 Colin Welsh, Kelso, 2 Ewen 
Bradley, Inverness, 3 Dean Whiteford, Innerleithen; 800m Handicap: 1 Dean 
Whiteford, Innerleithen,  2 Colin Welsh, Kelso, 3 Wallace McGowan, Sauchie; 
Argyllshire Hill Race: Open: 1 Colin Donnelly, Hawick, 2 Douglas Jardine, 
Dumfries, 3 Geordie Stewart, Edinburgh; Women: 1 Alison MacVicar, Oban, 
2 Eilidh Shearer, 3 Rhona Shearer, Oban; Local: 1 Ewan Shearer, Oban, 2 
Alison MacVicar, Oban, 3 Eilidh Shearer, Oban; Boys: 1 Kenni Gray, Oban, 
2 Ben Findlay, Oban, 3 Andrew Nicol, Oban; Girls: 1 Rona Shearer, Oban, 2 
Abbie Cato, Mull, 3 Alison Nobel, Mull; Argyllshire 200m handicap: Open: 
1 Craig Bell, Forfar, 2 Ben Coates, Oban, 3 Graeme Armstrong, Edinburgh; 
Argyllshire 400 Metres handicap:  1 David Woods, 2 Jordie Stewart, 3 Graeme 
Armstrong, Edinburgh; Local: 1 Lomond MacPherson, Oban; Argyllshire 1600 
Metres handicap: Open: 1 Craig Bell, Forfar, 2 Dean Whiteford, Innerleithen, 
3 Colin Welsh, Kelso; Argyllshire100m Handicap � nal: Open: 1 Ben Coates, 
Oban, 2 Graeme Armstrong, Edinburgh, 3 David Allan, Balloch; Argyllshire 
Long Jump: Open: 1 Anthony Da� run, Wishaw, 2 Ben Coates, Oban, 3 Ewen 
Bradley, Skye;  Local: 1 Ben Coates, 2 Sam Coates; Argyllshire Triple Jump: 
Open: 1 Tony Da� urn, Wishaw, 2 Ben Coates, Oban, 3 Lomond MacPherson, 
Oban; Local: 1 Ben Coates, Kilmore, 2 Lomond MacPherson, Oban, 3 Sam 
Coates, Oban; Argyllshire High Jump: Open: 1 Tony Da� urn, Wishaw, 2 Aidan 
MacPhee, Oban,  3 = Ben Coates, Oban and Ewan Bradley, Inverness; Women: 
1 Grace Thompson, Oban, 2 Julie Didcock, Oban; Local: 1 Aidan MacPhee, 
Oban, 2 Ben Coates, Oban, 3 Lomond McPherson, Oban; Argyllshire Light 
Stone (16lbs): Open: 1 Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride, 2 Scott Ryder, England, 
3 Lorne Colthart, Blair Atholl; Local: Murdo Masterton; SHGA British Light 
Hammer Championship (16lbs): Open: 1 Lorne Coulthart, Blair Athol, 2 Scott 
Ryder, England, 3 Sebastian Wenta, Poland; SHGA British Heavy Hammer 
Championship (22lbs): Open: 1 Lorne Coulthart, Blair Atholl, 2 Scott Ryder, 
England, 3 Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride; Argyllshire 28lb weight for distance: 
1 Scott Ryder, England, 2 Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride, 3 Lorne Coulthart, 
Blair Atholl; Local: Murdo Masterton; Argyllshire Caber: 1 Lucas Wenta, East 
Kilbride, 2 Scott Ryder, England, 3 Sebastiona Wenta, Poland; Highlander 
Clachd (22lbs): Open: 1 Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride, 2 Scott Ryder, England, 
3 Lorne Colthart, Blair Atholl; SHGA British 56lb weight for distance: 1 Scott 
Ryder, England, 2 Lorne Colthart, Blair Atholl, 3 Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride; 
Highlander 56lb weight over the bar: Open: 1= Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride 
and Scott Ryder, England, 3 Lorne Colthart, Blair Atholl; Highland Tug of 
War: Cancelled; Tossing the sheaf : Over 16: Rob Adair; Under 16: Alice Webb. 
Argyllshire Youth and Girls 100m: Boys: 1 Liam Richmond, Oban, 2 Jordon 
Norman, 3 Kenny Gray; Girls: 1 Poppy McKillop, Oban: 2 Abbie Cato, Mull, 
3 Grace Thompson, Oban; Argyllshire Youths 600 metres: Youths: 1 Sam 
Coates, Oban, 2 Craig Cook, Oban, 3 Robert MacLachlan, Oban; Girls: 1 Abbie 
Cato, Mull, 2 Sophie Harris, 3 Grace Thompson, Oban; Argyllshire Youths 
High Jump: Boys: 1 Aidan MacPhee, Oban, 2 Sam Coates, Oban, 3 Robert 
MacLachlan, Oban; Girls: 1 Grace Thompson, Oban, 2 Poppy McKillop, Oban, 
3 Katie Barlow; Argyll Youths Long Jump: Boys: 1 Jordan Norman, 2 Sam 
Coates, 3 Aidan MacPhee; Girls: 1 Poppy McKillop, Oban, 2 Katie Barlow, 3 
Grace Thompson, Oban; Argyllshire Youth Shot Putt: Boys: 1 Jordan Norman, 
2 Craig Cook, 3 Tommy McQuade; Girls: 1 Grace Thompson, Oban, 2 Abbie 
Cato, 3 Poppy McKillop, Oban. 

CHAMPIONS: Argyllshire Heavyweight Championship: Open: 1 Scott Ryder, 
England, 2 Lucas Wenta, East Kilbride, 3 Lorne Coulthart, Blair Atholl; local 
track and � eld champions: 1 Ben Coates, Oban, 2 Lomond MacPherson, 
Oban, Sam Coates, Oban.

Highland dancers jump for joy after competing. Picture: Kevin McGlynn

Matthew Anderson, games steward, presents Scott Ryder from Kent with the 
overall heavyweight open trophy. 16_t34_ObanGames24 

The winner of the Highland Society of London’s gold medal, Craig Sutherland 
of Crie� , who beat 29 competitors in the  Corran Halls. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_05

Ross Conner, 14, from Campbeltown, won the President’s Silver Medal. 
16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_22

Top dancers, left to right, Madelaine Baigrie and Olivia Burke of Canada, Katie 
MacPherson of Oban, Iona McKinlay, Campbeltown, and Eva MacColl, Appin. 

16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_17

Dunoon Grammar pupil Jamie Campbell, 15, of Strachur, receives the Bronze 
Medal from Jamie Mellor, assistant piping steward. 16_T35_Argyllshire Gathering_22
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8.00am
Sam wakes up bright and early to ti ck 
off  the fi rst job on her list! She gets 
on the phone at 8.30am to Linda at 
Oilfast as she is running really low 
on fuel and she knows that they will 
jump into acti on and get the order 
placed straight away. Oilfast is Scot-
land’s local independent heati ng oil 
supplier, off ering their customers 
great value for money and top 
quality service. If you are looking for 
Kerosene, Premium Kerosene or Gas 
Oil then look no further.

10.00am 

Sam is so excited to be collecti ng her 
new car from Clan Boss in Dunollie 
Road. She’s had her eye on this love-
ly litt le Vauxhall Corsa, 2nd-hand 
but in great conditi on for a couple 
of weeks! Steven provided a superb 
service and a great price. Steven has 
also started up a fab custom t-shirt 
business – perfect ti ming as Sam is 
organising a friend’s hen-night next 
month – she gets Clan Boss on the 
case with a fun and funky design!

11.00am
Oban Cycles is next on the list. 
Although she’s got her litt le run 
around, Sam is really keen to get 
out in the fresh air more, keeping fi t 
whilst exploring the beauti ful coun-
tryside around her. Oban Cycles has 
a great selecti on of bikes to choose 
from, along with all the accessories 
and clothing she needs to get stuck 
into her healthy new leisure pursuit. 

It’s reassuring to know that Oban Cy-
cles is located in the middle of town 
and more than happy to help with 
aft er sales care and maintenance. 
They’ve also got a great sale on just 
now too – head on down there for a 
chat with Mark or Christi na.

12 noon
This busy morning is making Sam 
really hungry and she is in the mood 
for some tasty fi sh and chips from 
Norie’s - Oban’s longest established, 
family-run fi sh and chip shop. A 
warm welcome is always on the 
menu from Anthony and his staff , 
especially Tracey who is always 
ready with a friendly smile. Nories 
is the only place in Oban where you 
can buy traditi onal locally caught 
fi sh & chips, tray wrapped in good 
old fashioned paper. Haggis, black 
or white puddings and much more 
to suit every taste & pocket. Sam 
decides to sit down and relax while 
she eats her lunch, watching the 
world go by.

2.00pm
Aft er a lovely lunch, Sam takes a 
wander down to Argyll Tapestry 
on Corran Esplanade to meet with 
Lizzy. Sam is really keen to get 
Lizzy involved in helping to give her 
new fl at a make-over with some 
beauti ful fi xtures and furnishings. 
Sam has heard great things about 
Lizzy’s tapestry skills and is looking 
for something tailor-made to suite 
her gorgeous new lounge. Argyll 
Tapestry is celebrati ng a year in 
business and is more than happy to 
meet their newest customer!

3.00pm
Sam is helping her uncle out with 
marketi ng his holiday fl at. Tony 
Hardley from Dennis Hardley 
Photography off ers a brilliant 
photographic service that helps to 
showcase products and properti es 
in the best light possible. Tony has 
taken some beauti ful photographs 
of the rooms, gardens and local 
area and she can’t wait to show 
them off  online. Dennis Hardley 
Photography has a legendary library 
of professional images of local and 
nati onal scenes that are perfect for 
enhancing tourism websites. Get in 
touch with Tony to see what he can 
do for you.
It’s been a fabulously producti ve 
day and Sam is ready for a relaxing 
evening at home. Next week Sam is 
off  for a great day out in Inveraray 
– watch this space to fi nd out what 
she gets up to!

A quick call to Linda at Oilfast gets Sams heating up and running again.

Exciting times as Sam picks up her new car from Clan Boss Car Sales. Oban Cycles were more than happy to help Sam choose a new bike.

A warm welcome is always on the menu from sta�  at Norie’s.

Thursday 31 August, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

day out
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View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Call now for 
more details
01631 568000

West Coast
PROPERTY GUIDE

LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE          PROPERTY REVIEWS           
PROPERTY NEWS    LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address,
postcode and phone number.

FOR SALE

FLAT 1 STEVENSON HOUSE, OBAN

PCM £550 
Located in Oban town centre, this modern, first floor flat 
comprises of 2 double bedrooms both with built-in large 
wardrobes, bathroom, lounge and kitchen. Double Glazing 
throughout and Electric heating. Unfurnished. On-street 
permit parking available. Excludes Utilities & Council Tax 
(Band D).  Available September.

• First Floor Flat
• 2 bedroom/1 bathroom
•  Unfurnished
•  Long Term Let
•  EPC C
•  LL REG 91986/130/31040

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments

 FREE Valuations

 Professional Service

 Experienced Local Team

 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on
www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

THINKING OF BUYING 
YOUR FIRST HOME?

GLENSPEAN PARK, ROY BRIDGE

PCM £950 
Detached, fully furnished, three bedroom bungalow, in Roy 
Bridge, outside Fort William. Newly renovated to a very high 
standard with modern décor throughout. Deposit and full 
references required. Located in Roy Bridge, just outside of 
Fort William. 3 en-suite bedrooms, lounge, dining area and 
fully fitted kitchen with utility room. Available now.

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET
COMRAICH, TOBERMORY

OIEO £285,000
Comraich – Built 8 years ago by the current owners the 
accommodation comprises a spacious hallway, large lounge, 
dining room, kitchen/diner, utility and master bedroom with 
en-suite bathroom. The master en-suite bathroom benefits 
from a large whirlpool bath. Previously operated as a B&B, 
Comraich offers the opportunity to purchase a substantial 
property with income generating potential or a sizable family 
home. 

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms All En-Suite
• High Standard Fixtures & 

Fittings
• Private Well Maintained Garden
• Potential B&B/Holiday Rental
• EPC - C75

BUILDING PLOT - BENDERLOCH

OIEO £70,000
 A reasonably sized building plot located on the outskirts of 
Benderloch village. The plot is offered with outline planning 
permission for a 1 1/2 storey dwelling house. The plot offers 
the opportunity to purchase a plot within walking distance 
of all Benderloch’s amenities and only a short walk to the 
shore. Details of the planning permission can be viewed via 
the Argyll & Bute website using reference 16/00489/PPP or 
contact West Property for more information.

•     Building plot
•     Close to local amenities
•     Partial views of the sea
•     Part access in situ
•     Boundary fence in place

STRONGARBH PARK, TOBERMORY

 £230,000
DETACHED FIVE DEDROOM HOUSE, in a popular residential 
area of Tobermory boasting FANTASTIC VIEWS of the harbour 
and town. The living accommodation is arranged over 2 floors, 
with the bedrooms downstairs and the living accommodation 
cleverly set upstairs to make the most of the views and light! 
On entering the property there is an entrance vestibule and 
there is a single bedroom/potential study to your left. To your 
right, you will find 2 double bedrooms and a handy WC.

• Detached house
• 5 Bedrooms/1 bathroom/
    1 shower room/1 WC
• Fantastic views
• Spacious living area
• Good sized garden
• EPC Rating: E37

7 ETIVE PARK, OBAN

  OIRO £220,000
This property comprises a light L shaped lounge diner 
which enjoys plentiful natural light with views to the front. 
Off the hallway is a double bedroom which enjoys views of 
the garden and family bathroom with a bath and a shower 
completes the ground floor. The décor is neutral throughout 
and has fully double glazed windows with electric storage 
heating and hot water supplied by hot water tank.

• Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
• Sought after location
• Ideal family home
• Large garden
• EPC- D

There are so many questions to ask 
when buying your fi rst home. How 
much deposit do I need? Can I afford 
the payments? Let’s look at some of 
the most common questions. 

How much deposit do I need to buy 
a house or fl at? The general rule is at 
least 5% to 20% of the cost of the 
home you would like. A deposit of 
more than 5% will give you access to 
a wider range of cheaper mortgages.

What other costs are associated 
with buying a home? Apart from 
monthly mortgage payments and 
stamp duty, be sure to factor in the 
survey, solicitor, removal, insurance, 
furnishings and decorating, and 

mortgage arrangement and valuation 
fees. 

Can I afford monthly repayments? 
It’s best to draw up a family budget 
before you even start looking. 
Remember that lenders will perform 
strict tests to assure you can afford 
the mortgage, even if interest rates 
rise or your circumstances change. 

Am I eligible for a home buyer 
scheme? The government offers 
affordable housing, Help to Buy and 
shared ownership schemes to give a 
helping hand, but you will still need to 
prove you can pay off the mortgage. 

How do I fi nd a mortgage? It’s 
important to do your homework so 
you understand the different types 
of products available. Speaking to a 
mortgage broker or your bank can be 
helpful, so you know which mortgage 
would be the best for your situation. 

If you are feeling a bit overwhelmed 
with the thought of buying your fi rst 
home, our friendly team at West 
Property can talk through all your 
options. Why not give our friendly 
sales team a call on 01631 569 466 

TODAY. 

• Detached Bungalow
• 3 En-suite Bedrooms
• Furnished
• Available for Long Let
• EPC D -62
• LL REG 531702/270/17051
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DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES      
CAR DEALERSHIPS          MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high miles 

no problem.

Tel 01546 870295 Tayvallich

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER COLRADO
3.0 D4-D GX, 5d 01
/Y,2001 116Kmls, 5
seat,MOT till Feb 18
Good chunky tyres,
great engine, T-Belt,
clutch& batteries
replaced Feb,some
UJ’s reconditioned,
bodywork sound.
Great work/tow
vehicle

£2,250ono

01852 314128

SKODA OCTAVIA 1.6 FSI
2008. Good 
family estate, 
very good 
condition, 
MOT till April 
2018, four new 
tyres, FSH, CD/
Radio

£2,800ONO

01586 830303/07484222387

2008 FORD KUGA ZETEC AWD
2.0 TDCi, 58 
Registration, 
88,000 miles, MOT 
June 2018, Black 
metallic
Alloy wheels, 
A/C , All electrics, 
Service history, 
Very good 
condition

£5,500 ono

Tel: 07769516134

VAUXHALL ASTRA 2006
1.6 petrol, 
107k miles, 
years MOT, 
VGC

£750

Tel: 07980671267 (Arran)

HYUNDAI 110
only 17,000 
miles
2012, mot, 
deep metallic 
blue, 5 door, 
1.3i, 50 miles 
per gallon

£3,250
pw812249@live.co.uk 01680 812249  Isle of Mull

LAND ROVER DEFENDER 90
Station Wagon TD5 2005 
05 Reg, Manual � ve-speed, 
Diesel, 88600 miles, Belize 
Green , XS Front Seats, 
Carpets,  Radio/CD  Rear 
work lamp and 12v socket. 
Electric Front Windows, 
Redbooster clutch. New  
Tyres, maintained regardless 
of cost, full service history 
and illustrated details 
available. Isle of Mull.

£????????
Tel 07771663588 Oban

SKODA OCTAVIA
Laur & Klem 
TDI Automatic 
Hatchback 08 
Black 1968cc 
Diesel 73,121 
miles Excellent 
condition, 
leather interior,
13 mths MOT
£3,995 ONO

SAILINGTIMES

Tel 01583 431677 Mr Brown Carradale

LUNE BAY LONG BOAT
By Character Boats, 
17 feet, GRP hull, vg 
trailer (spare wheel, 
and lighting board 
inc), three sails all 
good, newly serviced 
bilge pump, anchor, 
chain and warp, oars, 
rowlocks plus tailored 
cover.

£2,750
or o� ers

Call
01631

568000
to sell your 

car in our 

Drivetimes 

section

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

01631 564022 / 07710060021

2003 NISSAN PICKUP
Clubcab,

80,000 genuine miles,
no MoT suit island

£1,000 ono

Call 07759931446

FORD TRANSIT
short 
wheelbase 
CDi  06
Good 
condition for 
the year

£1,250 
ono

07752805243

MARINE MOTOR VESSEL
24ft GRP hull, 
timber cabin, 
50hp inboard 
diesel, heavy 
duty cable 
steering.

£5,500
for quick 
sale



First phase focuses on 
customer interaction with 
new delivery technology

DOMINO’S Pizza, the 
recognized world-leader in 
pizza delivery, and Ford Motor 
Company are launching an 
industry-fi rst collaboration to 
understand the role that self-
driving vehicles can play in 
pizza delivery.

As part of the testing, 
researchers from both 
companies will investigate 
customer reactions to 
interacting with a self-driving 
vehicle as a part of their 
delivery experience.  

This research is important 
as both companies begin 
to examine and understand 
customers’ perspectives 
around the future of food 
delivery with self-driving 

vehicles.
‘As delivery experts, 

we’ve been watching the 
development of self-driving 
vehicles with great interest 
as we believe transportation 
is undergoing fundamental, 
dramatic change,’ said Patrick 
Doyle, Domino’s president and 
CEO. 

‘We pride ourselves on being 
technology leaders and are 
excited to help lead research 

into how self-driving 
vehicles may play a 
role in the future of 
pizza delivery. This 
is the fi rst step in an 
on-going process of 
testing that we plan to 
undertake with Ford.’

As Ford builds out its 
business enabled by 
self-driving vehicles, 
conducting research 
with companies, like 
Domino’s, will be 
crucial to ensuring 
that the technology is 
applied in ways that 
enhance the customer 
experience.

With a plan to begin 
production of self-
driving vehicles in 
2021, Ford is taking 
steps to design a 
business to meet the 
needs of both partner 
companies and their 
customers.

‘As we increase our 
understanding of the 
business opportunity 
for self-driving 
vehicles to support 
the movement of 
people and goods, 
we’re pleased to have 
Domino’s join us in this 
important part of the 
development process,’ 
said Sherif Marakby, 
Ford vice president, 

autonomous and electric 
vehicles. 

‘As a company focused on 
the customer experience, 
Domino’s shares our vision 
for a future enabled by 
smart vehicles in a smart 
environment that enhance 
people’s lives.’

Over the next several 
weeks, randomly-selected 
Domino’s customers in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, will have the 
opportunity to receive their 
delivery order from a Ford 
Fusion Hybrid Autonomous 
Research Vehicle, which will 
be manually-driven by a Ford 
safety engineer and staffed 
with researchers. 

Customers who agree to 
participate will be able to track 
the delivery vehicle through 
GPS using an upgraded 
version of Domino’s Tracker®.

They will also receive text 
messages as the self-driving 
vehicle approaches that will 
guide them on how to retrieve 
their pizza using a unique 
code to unlock the Domino’s 
Heatwave Compartment™ 
inside the vehicle.

‘We’re interested to learn 
what people think about this 
type of delivery,’ said Russell 
Weiner, president of Domino’s 
USA. ‘The majority of our 
questions are about the last 50 
feet of the delivery experience. 

‘For instance, how will 
customers react to coming 
outside to get their food? 

‘We need to make sure the 
interface is clear and simple.

‘We need to understand if 
a customer’s experience is 
different if the car is parked in 
the driveway versus next to the 
curb. 

‘All of our testing research is 
focused on our goal to some 
day make deliveries with self-
driving vehicles as seamless 

and customer-friendly as 
possible.’

Local partner Roush 
Enterprises fabricated the 
prototype vehicle’s pizza 
container, Domino’s Heatwave 
Compartment, based on 
its experience working with 
Domino’s on the DXP® 
delivery vehicle in 2015. 

Ford and Domino’s completed 
preliminary testing of the 
delivery process using the 
vehicle in self-driving mode 
at Mcity, the simulated urban 
environment on the University 
of Michigan’s campus. 

The city of Ann Arbor also 
has been supportive of the 
testing process.

‘I’m delighted that Ann Arbor 
continues to be at the forefront 
of autonomous-vehicle 
research,’ said Ann Arbor 
Mayor Christopher Taylor. 

‘While it’s pizza delivery 
today, my hope is that 
collaborations such as this will 
enable even more innovations 
tomorrow.’
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TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

DOMINO’S® AND FORD BEGIN 
CONSUMER RESEARCH OF PIZZA DELIVERY 
USING SELF-DRIVING VEHICLES
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

1 POSITION AVAILABLE
HOUSE HELP WANTED IN VERY 
REMOTE HOUSE ON BEACH ON 
WEST COAST SCOTTISH ISLE

September 9th – October 23rd 2017
BEDROOM INCLUDED WITH BASIN & WC.  RADIO 

& DVD PLAYER & TV IN ROOM BUT SHARED BATH. 
WIFI INCLUDED.

DUTIES TO INCLUDE, HOUSE CLEANING, MAKING 
FIRES & WASHING UP. NO DAYS OFF. ALL FOOD 

PROVIDED. £560.00 PER WEEK. 
MUST LIKE HORSES, DOGS & BOATS & ENJOY 

SUN, WIND & RAIN.
TRAVEL EXPENSES PAID WITHIN THE UK.

Please reply with to the e-mail listed below. 
We will only respond to applications that 

submit a CV & Picture.
kathy@ginge-manor.co.uk    07826 527727

North West Marine is currently looking for an 
enthusiastic individual to join its team based at 
the offices in Oban.  With an increasing work 
load we are looking to fill the position of Assistant 
Project Coordinator. Along with all general office 
duties the full time position will mainly include 
the annual coordination of mooring servicing 
requirements, currently over 800 private mooring 
owners, this will involve direct contact with 
customers and liaising closely with the vessel and 
dive team supervisor to oversee smooth running 
of the operations.  The position will also involve 
the production of Risk Assessments and Method 
Statements and other various reports.  Good 
communication and computer skills are needed 
along with a knowledge of boats and diving, 
though not essential as training will be provided.

 
Excellent rate of pay available dependant on 

skills and qualifications.
Please send CV with covering letter to 

accounts@northwestmarine.co.uk
Contact Tony on 07836 366 419

Closing date for both posts: 
Friday 8th September 2017.

To apply visit our website

Catering Assistant – Casual Ref: HAW00880

Domestic Assistant – Casual Ref: HAW00879
£14,044 – The Living Wage of £8.45 per hour applies to these posts
Ardfenaig Residential Home, Ardrishaig 

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Housekeeping Assistants 
Full time & part time positions available

£7.50 per hour

Care Assistants 
Full time & part time positions available 

£8.45-£8.75 per hour

Registered Nurses 
Full time & part time positions available 

£14.50-£16.00 per hour
Please contact Tom Johnstone for 

application form 
or further information. Tel: 01631  720278
or email lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com

Service Manager
Hours 28 hours week

Salary £25,625 (pro rata) 35 hours

Crossroads North Argyll based in Oban, wishes 
to recruit a Service Manager to lead, manage 
and develop the service.  You will be responsible 
for the effective day to day management of 
all aspects of the Service, leading a small 
staff team, taking overall responsibility for 
recruitment and overseeing supervision and 
training. You will be the registered manager for 
the service and crucial to our aim of delivering 
high quality person centred respite care. 

Please contact Cath for an application form/
informal discussion  on 01631 562277 / 

info@crossroadsna.org.uk

Closing date: 17th September

We are also keen to hear from individuals who 
are interested in working for us to provide 
variable respite hours in Oban and surrounding 
villages. We offer training, support, travel 
expenses and pay rate of £8.45/hr with 
additional rates at weekends.

Bridgend Hotel – Isle of Islay
2 full time general assistants 

required, to help run a busy 3 star 
gold hotel on the Island of Islay.

Previous Hotel experience essential;  
Duties including front of house, bar work & 

housekeeping. 
Accommodation available, in a cottage close 

to the hotel.
Please send your with your CV & References 

to  Lorna McKechnie – Hotel Manager
Bridgend Hotel on info@bridgend-hotel.com

Telephone 01496 810212
www.bridgend-hotel.com

REF613 STORE MANAGER
SPAR SPEAN BRIDGE, 

INVERNESS-SHIRE, PH34 4EP
Full-time position, 39 hours over 5 days per 
week.
Evening and weekend work will be required to 
meet business needs.
Due to Licensing Laws applicants must be age 
18 or over.
As Store Manager, you will demonstrate 
strong leadership, people management and 
commercial skills.  A natural forward planner 
and organiser, you will manage the operation 
to deliver excellent customer service and 
maximise sales and we offer comprehensive 
training to help you do it.
If you have a proven background in retail, 
the determination to deliver and flexible 
approach to work, this may be the ideal 
opportunity for you to take the next step in 
your career.  If you agree, we look forward 
to receiving your online application at 
www.cjlang.co.uk/jobs.aspx

Closing date for applications is 07 September 2017.

Closing date: Friday 15 September 2017

To apply visit 
our website

Home Carer (Permanent, Part-Time)
£17,305 - £18,887 pro-rata Isle of Mull Ref: HAW00704
20 Hours per week

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Closing date: Friday 15 September 2017

To apply visit 
our website

Driver/Pupil Escort 
(Permanent, Part-time/term-time)
£15,819 - £16,765 Oban – Kerrera – Park PS Ref: CTF01155
12.25 Hours per week

Driver/Pupil Escort 
(Permanent, Part-time/term-time)
£15,819 - £16,765  Dunbeg to Oban Primary Campus Ref: CTF01195
12.25 Hours per week

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Time Served Joiner 
Required

to work in Fort William area 
preferably with a driving licence 

but not essential
Standard 39 hours per week - 
overtime may be available (this is 
not a self employed position)
Application/CV to Box Number 
29 The Oban Times, Lochavullin 
Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

RECRUITING
CHEF-DE-PARTIE & 
BREAKFAST CHEF 

Great opportunity to work in a 4 star hotel with 
good prospects for career development. 

Salary on interview. 

Applications and CVs emailed to 
accounts@lochaberhotels.com 

or call on 01397 772 797

Senior Administration Officer/ 
Flight Information Services Officer

Islay Airport
Competitive Salary / Full-time

Are you looking for an interesting and varied role combining different 
duties which will allow you to gain new skills?  Want to be part of a 
close knit team that supports their local community and provides life line 
services?  Then this could be the role for you!
This role combines general administrative duties alongside flight 
information services duties, for which full training will be provided. 
You’ll provide Flight Information Services and Meteorological Information 
to aircraft to assist pilots approaching the Airport and manoeuvring on 
the airfield.  You’ll therefore be required to pass a Civil Aviation Authority 
Medical plus examinations associated with holding the FISO license 
and a Meteorological course.  You’ll also provide administrative support 
to each of the airport departments so good IT and administration skills 
are essential.
Self-motivated, with the ability to work calmly whilst under pressure and 
on your own initiative, safety will be your focus. 
It’s really important that you have a flexible approach and attitude to 
your work and are willing to work shifts which include early starts and 
late finishes, as well as weekends.  Sometimes flights can be delayed 
and of course the weather can disrupt things, so your flexibility will also 
involve you working late at short notice.   You’ll also work on an ‘on call’ 
basis so must live within close travelling distance of the airport and be 
able to respond quickly when called out.
In return we offer a great benefits package, including good salary and 
allowances, generous annual leave entitlement, a company pension, 
ongoing learning and development opportunities plus an employee 
assistance programme which both you and your family can use.
You’ll be joining a great team, who does truly worthwhile work – could 
you be the next addition? Find out more and apply online at https://
hialcareers.co.uk/jobs  by 17 September 2017.

Sous Chef and Chef de Partie
We are recruiting for a Sous Chef and a Chef 

de Partie for our restaurant and bar in the heart 
of Ballachulish village

Applicants should have a genuine passion and 
flair for food, have great organisational skills, 
a positive attitude towards their work and an 
enthusiastic and energetic personality whilst 

working under pressure.
We offer great rates of pay for top candidates 
along with generous gratuities and first class 

training in all sections of the kitchen.

Waiting and Bar Persons
Waiting and bar persons also required to work 

a variety of shifts covering lunch and dinner 
services.

Contact: Allan Donald
Chef Director

The Laroch Restaurant and Bar Ballachulish
Telephone 01855 811940

Email: al51don.ad@gmail.com

Argyll HomeCare
Argyll HomeCare provides a professional 
fl exible, reliable and high quality service 
for those individuals requiring additi onal 

support or care at home.

Mid Argyll area
Home Care Worker – Care at Home

Full, part ti me & bank
£8.48 per hour plus mileage & pension

Care experience desirable but not essenti al 
as comprehensive training provided

For further informati on and an 
applicati on pack

please email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
or telephone 01546 600333

All staff  are subject to PVG checks

REQUIRE

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 
(17TH EDITION)

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
360° EXCAVATOR OPERATOR
CHERRY PICKER OPERATOR

DRIVING LICENCE & RELEVANT 
CERTIFICATES

 ESSENTIAL FOR ALL POSITIONS
APPLICATIONS/ CV TO

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk
www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

Cleaning staff 
required

Fri - Sat - Mon  9am - 4pm
Transport provided
Tralee Bay Holidays

Immediate start. £11 per hour
Contact 01631720255

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, 

featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...
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Visit hijobs.net
RECRUITMENT PUBLIC NOTICES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

 

 

 
 

INFORMATION NOTICE 
 

NATURE CONSERVATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 
2004 

 
Extension to Glen Beasdale 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 
Scottish Natural Heritage gives notice that on 22 
August 2017, in accordance with its duty under 
Schedule 1 paragraph 4 of the Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act 2004, it confirmed without 
modification the notification made on 12th 
September 2016 of land at NM695845 within 
Highland as part of Glen Beasdale SSSI. A copy of 
the confirmation and the notification can be 
inspected and obtained free of charge from Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Torlundy, Fort William, PH33 
6SW. The new boundary map, description of the 
natural features of special interest (citation) and list 
of operations requiring consent can also be seen on 
the SSSI Register held by the Registers of Scotland 
– www.sssi.ros.gov.uk 
 
 
George Hogg, Area Manager 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
Torlundy,  
Fort William 
PH33 6SW 
 
 

 
 
 

Notice of

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 26th Sept 2017 at 7pm.

In CAB office, Dudley Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6JB.

At this meeting, the Public can apply to  
become members of the company, and 

members of the company can seek election to 
the board.

Company Limited by Guarantee No. 128069
Scottish Charity No. SCO 13779

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
David Logan, trading as David J Logan Ltd 
of Donard, Old Town, North Ballachulish, 
Fort William, Inverness-Shire is applying 
for a licence to use M.Stewart (Transport 
Services) yard at Annat, Corpach, PH33 7AN 
as an operating centre for 2 goods vehicles 
and 3 trailers. Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s office.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/01663/PP Demolition of dwellinghouse 
and erection of replacement 
dwellinghouse

Seaview Mannal Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll And Bute PA77 6UB 

Tiree Area Office

17/02137/PP Erection of single storey 
extension to holiday chalet

5 Dalavich Chalet Park Dalavich 
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA35 
1HS 

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area 
Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Dawnfresh Farms Ltd/
Commercial Moorings

Notice is hereby given that Dawnfresh Farms Ltd 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of 2 commercial moorings at:

 Cost 

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

  Airds Bay, 56° 27.184 N 5° 15.636 W
 Loch Etive 56° 27.139 N 5° 15.586 W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Taynuilt Post Office, Taynuilt, Argyll, 
PA35 1JE.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 

MCMS No. 06453
Applicant: Dawnfresh Farms Ltd

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number

17/03730/FUL

17/03749/FUL

17/03777/FUL

17/03794/PIP

17/03841/FUL

17/03842/FUL

Development  Address

Youth Hostel,Glen 
Nevis,Fort William

Nevis Bank Cottages, 
Belford Road, Fort William

Kinlochteacuis 
Schoolhouse, Morvern, 
Oban

Land 80M North of 
Brightwater Lodge, 
Glenmore,Acharacle

Lochy Caravan Park, 
Camaghael, Fort William

Land to North West of 
Aonach Mor House, 
9 Forestry Houses, 
Torlundy,Fort William

Proposal Description

Internal refurbishment and 
re-cladding to the exterior of the 
existing youth hostel

Renewal of full Planning Permission 
14/03769/FUL- erection of 6 flats 
and upgrading of access road

Conversion of upper area of 
existing boathouse into a one 
bedroom apartment (with balcony)

Erection of house, installation of 
septic tank and soakaway

Removal of existing building and 
storage unit.  Erection of storage 
building

Erection of dwelling house and 
detached garage, renewal of 
14/03272/FUL

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

WEST HIGHLAND 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION

RECRUITMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS
West Highland Housing Association are looking for new Board Members.  
It is an exciting time for West Highland who have plans to develop in a 
number of small communities in Oban, Lorn and the Isles.  We have 
plans for just over 60 new properties in the next 4 years that will deliver 
affordable housing for rent and sale.
We are looking for fair and open minded individuals who want to utilise 
their experience and skills in making a difference for housing and 
communities. In terms of general experience then we are looking for 
people who ideally would have:
• Good communication skills;
• An ability to understand finance;
• Have some experience or understanding of the voluntary sector;
• A commitment to affordable housing;
• An understanding of the broader social policy environment 
West Highland Housing Association provides a wide range of services 
within the Oban, Lorn and the Isles area.   We manage almost 1000 
properties with around 800 being in our own ownership, 75 being in Link 
ownership and over 100 factored properties.  
We have a turnover of approximately £3.5m. We work in partnership with 
communities across Oban and Lorn, Argyll and Bute Council - as the 
strategic housing authority - the Scottish Government, NHS Highland 
and Highland and Islands Enterprise to deliver local and national 
priorities.
In addition we have a subsidiary company that deals with energy.
The position is not remunerated, but expenses are payable. A commitment 
to attend meetings approximately every 6 weeks is required. The initial 
appointment is from now until the AGM in late August, and then for re-
appointment every 3 years, at the discretion of the Board.
At this stage the Association want to hear from people who previously 
have not been involved with the Association.
West Highland Housing Association is part of the Link Group one of the 
largest Housing Association’s in Scotland.
To register your interest please contact Oriana Lopez on 01631 
566451 or email  oriana@westhighlandha.co.uk.
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PDK Shellfish Ltd Oban
Due to an increased work load 

we require additional 

Class 1 drivers
Duties will include collecting/loading live 
shellfish throughout the Scottish Islands 
and on occasion will be required to do 

deliveries to France & Spain.

This will involve some manual handling.

Both full and part time positions available.

For further information please 
email office@pdkshelfish.com

First registration 
of a croft

Philip Knight has registered 
his croft 25 Auchinahard, 
Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 17, 
2018

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4246.

First registration 
of a croft

Robert Langan has 
registered their croft 21 
Lower Inveroy, Kilmonivaig 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by February 16, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C4036.

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Pipe Fitter/Welder – 18 month contract
Barcaldine, Argyll

We are currently recruiting for a Pipe Fitter/Welder based at our 
Barcaldine site, Argyll.    

Candidates should be familiar with: 
- Electro-fusion / Butt fusion welding
- Drilling/cutting
- Pipe fitting/installation including support brackets etc.
- Mechanical fitting (assembly/connection of simple components and 
structures e.g.  support frames for equipment, walkways etc.)
- Install valves, pumps, pipework with bolted flanges

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a positive 
‘hands on’ attitude.  They must ensure that all tasks are completed in a 
professional manner adherent to strict health and safety requirements 
and practice good house keeping throughout all activities.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package 
including pension scheme, life cover, discretionary bonus, occupational 
health support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.

If you would like to be considered for this vacancy, please contact:

Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or 
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times 
Public Notice section please call 01631 568000
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Ewen Campbell, SRUC’s 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
research farms manager

JULY has certainly been a 
challenging month with an 
abundance of rain.

Despite this, we managed to 
get all our silage made in rea-
sonable condition and there 
was plenty of bulk. We will 
now have to wait a few weeks 
before getting it analysed to 
see if there is quality to go with 
the quantity.

Shearing is now completed 
but was a bit stop-start with 
the misty conditions on the 
hills causing hold-ups. Howev-
er, we are very fortunate that 
our new sheep shed was fin-
ished just in time and meant 
that as soon as the sheep were 
dry, we could put them inside 
out of harm’s way.

The hill lambs appear to 
have done well this summer 
though there does seem to be 
a few more cases of Yellowses 
(Plochteach) this year com-
pared to recent years.

The cattle are faring well 
on the abundance of grass on 
the hill. On the better days 
they range right out to the top 
of the hill. We have had a few 
dreich, cold days as well and 
on those mornings you meet 
them at the hill gate demand-
ing to be let down to lower 
pastures.

The bull has been away from 
the cows now for a few weeks 
and, like the lambs, it will 

soon be time to think about 
weaning. In previous years, 
the calves have gone to the 
SRUC farm at Oatridge for 
finishing but this year we plan 
to sell them at the local mart.

Last week, I finally managed 
to get a field ploughed which 
had been burned off weeks be-
fore, the plan being to re-seed 
it back to grass. However, I was 
no sooner out of the gate when 
the heavens opened and there 
has not been an opportunity 
to get any more tillage done 
since. It could be a while yet 
before it gets sown.

At the end of July we hosted 
a workshop, in collaboration 
with Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park 
and the Farm Advisory 
Service, on ‘biodiversity 

management on hill farms’. 
The workshop focused on a 
number of topics, including 
peatland and moorland man-
agement, woodland creation 
and management, and wetland 
and riparian habitats.

In the afternoon we went 
outside to look at some of the 
management that we have un-
dertaken on the farm to benefit 
biodiversity, including fencing 
water margins and creating 
wader scrapes.

We had an unusual bird visit 
the farm a couple of weekends 
ago – a hoopoe. Hoopoes 
are more associated with hot, 
dry, vineyards and olive groves 
around the Mediterranean 
rather than cool and damp 
hill farms in the West High-
lands. It proved quite popular 

with twitchers from all over 
Scotland.

We are just about to do 
some bracken spraying on 
an area of pasture below the 
West Highland railway line to 
the west of Auchtertyre. The 
bracken had been spreading in 
this area and the grazing value 
of the ground had declined 
significantly in recent years.

We are keen to bring the 
pasture here back into good 
heart and will be working hard 
over the next year to do so as 
killing the bracken is only the 
start of the process.

We are grateful to the agro-
chemical company UPL 
Europe for donating the 
Asulox for use in the demon-
stration. We will, however, 
ensure that we work out the 
full cost-benefit of both the 
bracken control and subse-
quent pasture management 
so that that we can discuss the 
economic viability of tackling 
bracken with future visitors to 
the farms.

That’s us into August now, 
which traditionally is show 
season in the Highlands. It is a 
time for us all to meet up and 
have a blether, but also a time 
when the weather can play 
havoc with the best-laid plans.

There was no Lorn show this 
year as the North Argyll com-
munity paid its respects to the 
MacDonald and Macpherson 
families. Our thoughts are 
with you at this very sad time.

The biodiversity workshop held at Kirkton in July focused on 
wetland and riparian habitats among other things.

Around the marketsRain is a challenge 
down on the farm

ON THURSDAY August 24 Dingwall and 
Highland Marts Ltd sold 13,469 store lambs 
at its annual Dingwall sale.
Cheviot wedder lambs (7,411) averaged 
£42.62 (-£5.53 on the year) and sold to £72.00 
gross from Burnbank, Isle of Canna.
Cheviot ewe lambs (1,665) averaged £43.72 
(-£2.67 on the year) and sold to £88.00 gross 
from 186 Migdale, Bonar Bridge.
Cross lambs (4,393) averaged £52.55 (-£1.08 
on the year) and sold to £77.50 gross for 
Texel crosses from Beallachnagore Farm, 
Strathpeffer.
In the cheviot section only the tops that were 
looking as good as last year matched last 
week’s price.  Second and third draw lambs 
were more difficult to cash. Cross lambs met 
a good demand with tight skinned and fleshy 
types selling particularly well.
Other leading prices per head and per area
Mid Sutherland: Cheviot wedder lambs – 
Midfearn Farms, Ardgay, £59.50, Wester 
Fearn, Ardgay, £59, Humpton, Spinningdale, 
£57; Cheviot ewe lambs – Wester Fearn, 
Ardgay, £72; TexX – 12 Airdens, Bonar 
Bridge, £63.50.
Skye and Outer Isles: Cheviot wedder lambs 
– 5 Harlosh, Dunvegan, £58, Isle of Canna, 
Canna, £57, Uiginish Farm, Dunvegan, 
£56.50; Cheviot ewe lambs – Burnbank, Isle 
of Canna, £72, 5 Mill Park, Isle of Raasay, 
£53.50, Gesto Farm, Struan, £48; Cross 
– The Millcroft, Claddach Kyle, £64.50; 
TexX – 25 Fasach, Glendale, £62.
Caithness: Cheviot wedder lambs – 
Stonecroft, Thrumster, £58.50; Cheviot 
ewe lambs – Knockinnon, Dunbeath, £78; 
TexX – Guidebest, Latheron & Weydale 
Mains, Thurso, £63.
East Sutherland: Cheviot wedder lambs – 
Carrol farm, Brora, £58, 185 Migdale, Bonar 
Bridge, £55.50, Braelangwell Farm, Ardgay 
& Milton Muie, Rogart £55; Cheviot ewe 
lambs – Carrol Farm, £64; SuffX – Culmaily 
Farm, Golspie, £65.50.
West Sutherland: Cheviot wedder lambs – 
Saluscraggie, Helmsdale, £55; Cheviot ewe 
lambs – Saluscraggie, £53; TexX – Carnich, 
Gruids, £69.50.
Inverness and South: Cheviot wedder lambs 
– Tullyglens, Dunphail, £63, Erchite, Dores 
& Castle Grant Home Farm, Grantown on 
Spey £59; Cheviot ewe lambs – Lynemore 
Farm, Grantown on Spey, £64, West View, 
Inverness, £57; BeltX – Tullyglens, £72; 
SuffX – Strone Cottage, Newtonmore, 
£63.50.
Ross shire and Black Isle: Cheviot wedder 
lambs – Kintail, Newton of Ferintosh, £56, 
Pithogarty, Tain, £55, Comar, Cannich, £54; 
Cheviot ewe lambs – Auchmore Farm, Muir 
of Ord, £54, Kirksheaf, Tain, £48; TexX – 
Beallachnagore Farm, £76; BeltX – Lower 
Geanies, Fearn, £72.50; Cross – Bogallan, 
North Kessock, £63; CharX – Craiglea 
Croft, Duncanston, £61.50.
Wester Ross: Cheviot wedder lambs – Aird, 
Shieldaig, £60, 13 Kirkton Gardens, 
Lochcarron, £55.50, Inverpolly, Ullapool, 
£55; Cheviot ewe lambs – Achnaclerach, 
Garve, £54; TexX – 13 Kirkton Gardens & 
Keppoch Farm, Dundonnell, £64.50.
United Auctions, Stirling, Saturday August 
26, had catalogue entry, with 4,911 Scotch 
Mule, TexX & SuffX gimmers  sponsored by 
British Wool and ably judges by S Rodger, 
Firth Mains.
The championship was won by M/s 
McKenzie, Ardgate and purchased by SRUC 
Oatridge. Overall average £130.62 (+£7.14)
on the year.
Prize List
1   M/s McKenzie, Ardgate £148
2  Drimsynie Est £145
3  M/s Paterson, East Dykes £142
4 M/s Milne, Kinaldy £152
5 Miss H Gray, Tomfyne £150
Averages
Acc Scotch Mule Gimmers £141.80 
(+£11.77) on the year;
Non Acc Scotch Mule Gimmers £128.56 
(6.31) on the year;
Suffolk Cross Gimmers £132.94 (+£5.77) 
on the year;
Texel Cross Gimmers £136.90 (+23.15) on 
the year.

On Friday August 25, Dingwall and 
Highland Marts Ltd sold 101 rams at its 
sixth annual ‘Great from Grass’ on farm sale 
of rams at Fearn Farm, Tain, on behalf of 
Messrs J Scott & Partners.
A great show of shearlings on offer met a 
stronger demand than the year before, with 
all rams finding a new home.
Texel shearlings (34) averaged £822.44 and 
sold to 1,250 guineas thrice; New Zealand 
Suffolk shearlings (24) averaged £815.94 
and sold to 1050 guineas; Beltex & Beltex 
x Suffolk shearlings (5) averaged £504 
and sold to 550 guineas twice; Aberfield 
shearlings (38) averaged £860.72 and sold to 
1,300 guineas twice.
Other leading prices per head in guineas - 
Texel shearlings – 1150g, 1050g, 1000g; NZ 
Suffolk shearlings – 950g (thrice), 900g (4 

times), 850g (twice); Beltex shearlings – 450g 
(twice), 400g; Aberfield shearlings – 1200g, 
1150g, 1100g (4 times).

Dalmally Auction Mart, Saturday August 
26. United Auctions held its second sale 
of all classes’ lambs and sheep. With an 
increased entry on the year, 4,705 head was 
sold. A good show of quality lambs were 
on offer, consisting mainly of smaller long 
keeping types. A good ringside of buyers was 
present from across the country.
PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
LAMBS
SUFFx:
£64.00 – Crinan : £62.00 – Kiloran Farmers, 
Colonsay.
BELTx:
£63.50 – Ichrachan.
TEXx:
£75.00 – Bonawe Home Farm : £72.00 
– Ormsary Farmers : £67.00 – 2 Bonawe 
Croft : £65.50 – Stonefield Farms : £65.00 – 
Inchgarth Farm : £61.50 – Brackley Parks : 
£60.50 – Tullochcan & Clachan Farm.
CHEVx:
£77.50 – Ormsary Farmers : £68.00 – 2 
Bonawe Croft.
CROSS
£56.00 – Kilchattan, Colonsay : £54.00 – 
Ardsheal Farm & 14 Cleat, Barra.
MULE
£61.00 – Maam Farm.
BF
£50.50 – Blarmafoldach : £48.00 – 83 
Borve, Barra : £47.00 – Stroneskar : £46.00 
– Garrogie Estates & Littleport : £44.50 – 
Ederline Estate : £43.50 – Castles Estate : 
£40.50 – Homefield Croft, Colonsay.
EWES
TEXx:
£58.00 – 2 Bonawe Croft.
CHEVx:
£69.00 – Bonawe Home Farm
CROSS
£40.00 – Bonawe Home Farm
BF
£52.00 – Garrogie Estate.
WEDDERS
CHEVx:
£42.00 – Ichrachan.
BF
£48.00 - Garrogie Estate.
CAST RAMS
CHEV
£86.00 – 2 Bonawe Croft.
CROSS
£64.00 – Garoggie Estate.
TOP PRICES PER KILO
LAMBS
SUFFx:
183p & 174p – Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay : 
173p – Barbreck : 171p – Strathoich.
BELTx:
207p – Succoth Ardeonaig.
TEXx:
207p – Barbreck, Lochgilphead : 196p – Bar-
guillean : 188p – Slatich : 184p – Inchgarth 
& Garvachy : 183p – Ederline Estate & 
Barbreck Lochgilphead : 181p – Brackley 
Parks : 180p – High Balantyre : 179p – 
Barbreck Lochgilphead : 178p – Tullochcan 
: 176p – 2 Bonawe Croft : 175p – Garvachy : 
174p – Tullochcan : 173p – Stonefield Farm 
& Ormsary Farmers : 172p – Inchgarth, 
Garvachy & Keppochan : 171p – Ederline 
Estate, Stonefield Farm, Tullochcan & 
Slatich.
CHEVx:
180p & 179p – Strathoich : 175p – Machrins : 
172p – Keppochan, Gallachoille & Machrins 
Farm : 170p – 2 Bonawe Croft.
CROSS
164p – Balnahard, Colonsay : 163p – 
Ardsheal Farm & Bonawe Home Farm.
MULE
159p & 157p – Ormsary Farmers.
BF
161p – Garrogie Estate : 157p – Stroneskar.

United Auction held its annual show and 
sale of suckled calves at Islay Auction Mart 
on Friday August 25. 
An excellent selection of quality bred 
stock was presented to a large following of 
mainland buyers. Bullocks sold to average 
£978.01 per head or 253.3 per kilo against 
£905.52 or 235.3 last year whilst heifers 
levelled out at £882.80 per head or 237.6 
against £844.84 and 230.4 last year. Judging 
the various classes prior to the sale was in 
the capable hands of Mr. J Cowie, Nicolson 
Park, Fordyce and the following were his 
awards. Bullock Calf: 1 & 2 Blackrock: 
3 Ardbeg. Heifer Calf: 1 Starchmill: 2 
Ardbeg. Champion calf & William A Low 
Memorial Trophy: Blackrock – Bullock – 
£1,320 (313pence per kilo) to G McFadzean, 
Woodhead of Mailer. Reserve Champion 
– Starchmill – Heifer.
The firm also sold the dispersal of cows with 
calf on behalf of the late Angus MacLugash, 
Blackpark which sold to £2100.00.
For full report around all the marts, visit www.
obantimes.co.uk

Ewing 
publishes 
‘greening’ 
guidance
NEW ‘GREENING’ guidance 
for CAP 2018 has been published 
by Rural Economy Secretary 
Fergus Ewing MSP.

The new guidance, which has 
been endorsed by Professor 
Russel Griggs’s expert group 
and includes changes introduced 
by the European Commission’s 
simplification agenda, provides 
further flexibility for farmers and 
crofters to mitigate the impact 
of farming on the environment 
including:

� The inclusion of hedges and 
agro forestry as Ecological Focus 
Area (EFA)

� Changes to the management 
of EFA fallow regarding the 
maintenance of drains

� Banning the use of plant 
protection products, such as 
pesticides and herbicides on EFA

� The merging of some EFA 
features such as field margins and 
buffer strips.

Under CAP, it is mandatory for 
applicants to the Basic Payment 
Scheme to comply with ‘greening’ 
requirements, where relevant on 
their land in return for receiving 
additional payment.

Mr Ewing said: ‘As the Scottish 
Government has repeatedly 
made clear, we are absolutely 
committed to finding a balance 
between protecting our natural 
environment while not dispropor-
tionately burdening our farmers.

‘Having listened to the concerns 
raised by industry and considered 
these very carefully, I am pleased 
that our new guidelines will re-
ward and incentivise sustainable 
farming practices from next year.’

Commenting on the guidance, 
NFU Scotland president Andrew 
McCornick said: ‘There are sev-
eral very positive and hard-won 
changes to Scottish Government’s 
Greening rules for 2018 that will 
be welcomed by Scottish farmers. 
One downside is the new EU 
requirement which bans the use 
of plant protection products on 
many EFA options.

‘While a very detailed doc-
ument, first reading has also 
raised a number of queries and 
NFUS has gone back to Scottish 
Government for clarification on 
some of the rules around EFA, in 
particular on hedges and grazing 
of margins.

‘With such a significant list of 
changes, most of them positive, 
NFUS has also requested that 
Scottish Government produce 
a simple condensed list of the 
changes for 2018 to allow them 
to more easily identify the right 
Greening measures for their 
farm.’

A CONSULTATION to con-
sider whether heftier sanctions 
should be placed on herds that 
continue to have ‘not negative’ 
status has been launched.

This starts the next phase 
of the Scottish Bovine Viral 
Diarrhoea (BVD) eradication 
scheme. 

It will run for 12 weeks and 
will end on November 6.

Cabinet secretary for the 
rural economy Fergus Ewing 
MSP said: ‘The complaint I 
hear most often in relation 
to BVD is that farmers want 
to see non-compliant herds 
penalised, because they are 
putting the majority at risk of 
infection or reinfection.

‘That is why I am launching a 

consultation on the proposals 
which have been developed by 
the industry’s BVD Advisory 
Group, which will aim to put 
responsibility and power into 
the hands of farmers and 
encourage them to eliminate 
BVD from their own herds.

‘The consultation includes 
proposals which would make it 
increasingly difficult for farm-
ers to continue to have BVD 
virus active in their herds, by 
actively inconveniencing them 
in terms of trading oppor-

tunities, further movement 
restrictions, and increased 
biosecurity controls.’

NFU Scotland president 
Andrew McCornick said: 
‘A significant amount of 
time, cost and effort at farm 
level has already gone in to 
Scotland’s BVD eradication 
programme.

‘While great strides have 
been made by the clear 
majority of the nation’s cattle 
keepers, it is apparent from 
the number of persistently 
infected animals (PIs) being 
identified, that further 
measures that move Scotland 
closer to BVD free must be 
considered.

‘In May, it was reported that 

there were as many as 382 
known PI animals at large on 
Scottish farms. 

‘Worryingly, 140 holdings 
had two or more and even 
more shocking was the fact 
that one holding had 24 PIs at 
that time.  

‘That has the potential to 
undermine the efforts being 
made and must be tackled.

‘This is a 12-week consul-
tation process that we want 
our members to get involved 
in and let us know if some or 
all of the proposals on herd 
testing, herd restrictions, 
tissue sampling, reporting and 
animal tracking will move us 
significantly closer to our am-
bition of disease free status.’

BVD consultation launched

Hay 4x4 
Round 
Bales

Tel: 01343 
842114 or 

07702 985180

Walter G Grant
01343 842114 or 07702 985180

2 & 4WD Tractors some with loaders
5 & 8 Ton s/h Grain trailers
New & s/h Toppers 3-6 ft

Welger RPs 4x4 Round baler, etc.etc.

WHATEVER YOU REQUIRE, 
GIVE US A CALL

SELECTED TRACTORS

New Zetor Major 80 ................................................................................................£23000
15 reg Zetor Proxima Plus 90, sigma loader, mint .......................................£29500
14 reg Zetor Proxima 70, Trima loader ............................................................£25000
10 reg Zetor Proxima 95, Traclift loader ..........................................................£22500
09 reg Zetor Proxima 65, Traclift loader..........................................................£20800
09 reg Zetor Proxima Plus 105, Traclift loader .............................................. £25500
55 reg Zetor Proxima 8441, Traclift loader ..................................................... £16000
09 reg Hurlimann XB Max 110 GS ......................................................................£25000
11 reg Hurlimann XA 80 ........................................................................................£25000
56 reg Hurlimann XA 86 GS ................................................................................. £19000
11 reg Steyr 4095 .....................................................................................................£28000
04 reg Steyr M 9086 ...............................................................................................£22000
05 reg Landini Vision 105, MX loader .............................................................. £21000
61 reg Claas Axos 340, 800 hrs ...........................................................................£28500
L reg MF 362,  4x4 .....................................................................................................£12500
B reg MF 230 with cab ..............................................................................................£5500

SELECTED MACHINERY

New Metal Fach (Zetor) round baler .................................................................£13500
New Malone H.duty Disc mowers ............................................................from £4800
New Malone post knocker ..................................................................................... £2500
New 3/4 pan mixers ...................................................................................................£1800
Welger RP 12 round baler .......................................................................................£1800
Teagle 8100 straw chopper/silage feeder, ......................................as new  £11800
West duel muck spreader ...................................................................................... £2500
Pottinger disc mower, 7ft cut ............................................................................... £2500

View all our stock online at www.tunstalltractors.com, Updated daily.  
Tel David on 07817832978 or Graham on 07747600410

SPECIAL LUXURY ISSUE
OUT NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk
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 BICYCLES
KIDS BIKE 12” kids 
bike, blue. Comes with 
stabilisers. Will suit 3+ 
year old. Reasonable 
condition, £10 ono Tele-
phone 07526 724597.
KIDS BIKE 12” 2 in 1 
b’twin woony. Balance 
bike which easy con-
verts to pedal bike. Will 
suit 3+ year old. Good 
condition, £45 ono Tele-
phone 07526 724597.

 BUILDING / DIY
BATH PANEL white, to 
fi t standard bath, still 
wrapped, £10 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
GALVANISED ROOF-
ING FELT Clout Nails, 
20mm, large box, 
£20 Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 697001.
RAIN HOPPERS Cast 
iron rain hoppers for 
replacement use. 
Victorian era. Priced at 
£25, Telephone 01631 
564578².
SILL LIGHT for illumi-
nating front of building. 
Large, £35 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
WEST HIGHLAND 
SLATE quantity of west 
highland slate, approx 

 FIREARMS
BRNO 243 RIFLE 8 x 
56 scope, in padded 
case, excellent condi-
tion. Also twin deadlock 
gun cabinet, £375 Tele-
phone 01631 730323².

 FURNITURE
BROWN WOOD coffee 
table with shelf. Buyer 
collects, £15 Telephone 
01546 600045.
CHEST OF DRAWERS 
Oak, painted white, d 
18”, h39”, w39”, would 
clean back. 4 drawer 
bays, £25 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
DOUBLE WARDROBE 
teak look, vgc, buyer 
collects, £40 Telephone 
01631 358968.
EXPANDING DARK 
SMOKE Glass Top 
stainless steel kitchen 
table, 700mm square, 
£25 Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 
697001.
NEW ARCADIA 2 draw-
er bedside chest, still 
in box. Buyer collects, 
£35 Telephone 01546 
600045.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

CABERG MOTORBIKE 
HELMET Blue, Split 
face type, £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.
DEMON MOTORBIKE 
HELMET Silver, split 
face type, £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.

 PET 
ACCESSORIES

ROSEWOOD DOG 
CAGE 2 doors, medi-
um, 76cm X 52cm X 
58cm, £20 Telephone 
01546 602259.

 PLANTS & 
SHRUBS

DAHLIA POTTED  prize 
winning plants. Prices 
from £5, Telephone 
01546 600045.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL, market your 
business effectively 
with professionally de-

MOBILITY

STATIONERYMACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

STATIONERY

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will also appear online at  www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL
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ELECTRIC BIKE

UM36X electric bike, 
lithium battery 26v 
9ah + charger + 

toolkit, progressive 
powered, Good 

condition,

£350
Tel 01631 563404

VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

WANTED WEST
 HIGHLAND

 SLATE
FOR 

RESTORATION 
PROJECT   

TEL 01852 200342

SETTEE & 
CUDDLE 
CHAIR

3 seater & 1.5 
seater House of 
Windsor Argos 

settees. Virtually 
new. Buyer to 

collect

£300
Tel 01583 431521

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

NADAL FIGURINE of 
small boy (has damage 
to head), £5 Telephone 
07748 574770.
NADAL ORNAMENT 
2724 Large Nadal 
ornament, lady with 
book, perfect condition, 
£30 Telephone 07748 
574770.
NAI FIGURINE Small 
fi gurine girl with candle 
(part of candle missing), 
£10 Telephone 07748 
574770.
NAI FIGURINE 555 Nao 
fi gurine of girl playing 
fl ute (small part of fl ute 
missing),  £10 Tele-
phone 07748 574770.
NAI ORNAMENT 545 
Lovely Nao fi gure girl 
yawning wearing white 
nightdress, perfect con-
dition, £15 Telephone 
07748 574770.
NAO FIGURINE 530 
Small Nao fi gurine girl 
with fan perfect con-
dition, £15 Telephone 
07748574770.
NAO ORNAMENT 525 
2 Nao ladies, wearing 
long pink dresses, per-
fect condition,  £40 Tele-
phone 07748 574770.
NAP FIGURINE Nao 
fi gurine, girl with doll 
perfect condition, £10 
Telephone 07748 
574770.
ROYAL DOULTON 
FIGURINES 2 fi gurines 
of Clowns, one in car 
the other on tricycle, 
£20 Telephone 07748 
574770.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
COT FOR SALE Baby’s 
cot with castors in good 
condition. Dismantled 
for easy transport. Oban 
area. £20 Telephone 
01631 566963.
TOMMY TIPPEE 
electric steam sterilis-
er, never been used, 
£15 Telephone 07528 
769012².

700, various sizes, un-
boxed. For quick removal. 
Furnace area, £25 Tele-
phone 01499 500216.
WOOD CLAMPS 
Record make, good 
quality, 3 @ 3’, 2 @ 
3’6”,  £50 Telephone 
01546 603189 or 07767 
697001.
WORK OVERALLS 
Blue Dickies Redhawk, 
Medium, worn once, 
and Orange Ex North 
Sea Redwings, Medium, 
Good condition, £10.00 
each Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 697001.

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

FULL SIZE SPARE 
WHEEL steel wheel with 
205/55 R16 Westlake 
tyre in good condition 
+ 5mm tread. Fits Mk3 
Mondeo and other Ford 
models, £30 Telephone 
01631 581367.

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
2 GIRLS MONSOON 
OCCASION DRESS 
Both cream fl ower girl 
dresses, one aged 12/13 
years , other aged 11/12 
worn once , can sell sep-
arately, £30 Telephone 
07748 574770.
PHASE EIGHT OUTFIT 
SIZE 16 Ladies wed-
ding outfi t from Phase 
eight, dress and jacket, 
dress is taupe with fl oral 
pattern, jacket is blush, 
worn once, £40 Tele-
phone 07748 574770.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

FREEZER LEC under 
counter freezer suitable 
for garage/shed. Buyer 
collects, £30 Telephone 
01546 600045.

 DOMESTIC PETS
REGISTERED COLLIE 
DOG 7 months old  ready 
for starting  of good work-
ing parents, Telephone 
07919 071747.

THREE PIECE SUITE 3 
seater couch, 2 chairs, 
terracotta colour. Good 
condition,  £99.99 Tele-
phone 01631 563677 
evenings or 07476 
080508².

 GARDEN
GARDEN SEAT ENDS 
1 pair of Victorian 
Garden seat ends, 
cast iron, very ornate. 
1 end requires small 
repair. Phone for de-
tails (Furnace area), 
£25 Telephone 01499 
500216.
RAIN HOPPERS Vic-
torian cast iron rain 
hoppers for replace-
ments on older houses 
or these make nice 
garden planters,  £25 
each Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chim-
ney pots in various 
sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters, 
prices from £40, Tele-
phone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron 
and decorative, for 
working use or col-
ourful garden feature, 
various sizes from 
£90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

 HEATERS
DELONGHI DRAGON 
oil fi red heater, model 
TRD4, 1700-2000 
watt, as new. £120 
new, £70 Telephone 
01631 562834 07514 
466297.
DIMPLEX  oil fi lled 
heater, 230v, 1500 
watt, £30 Telephone 
01631 562834 07514 
466297.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES
NEW COSY HOME 
16IN county fi replace, 
victoria gold. Buyer 
collects, £99 Tele-
phone 01546 600045.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

CIRCULAR COFFEE 
TABLE Circular coffee 
table - walnut veneered.  
21” (60cm) diameter, 
16.5” (42 cm) high. 
Oban area, £20 Tele-
phone 01631 566963.
FABRICS various 
lengths, £40 ono Tele-
phone 07528 769012.
NEW 42IN MGS Ha-
vana conservatory light 
and fan. Buyer collects, 
£99 Telephone 01546 
600045.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

ANTLER Large Suit-
case, expandable, 
73cm, £60 Telephone 
01546 602259.
ARMY RUCKSACK 
camoufl age and Rock-
trail Sleeping Bag, 
£35 Telephone 01546 
603189 or 07767 
697001.
FLADDEN RESCUE 
SYSTEM Jacket, large, 
hi-viz and blue, Bib 
and braces bottoms, 
blue, suit tall person, 
still wrapped, £60 Tele-
phone 01546 603189 or 
07767 697001.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photogra-

phy of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and moun-
tains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lo-
mond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 
offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 
851868.

 MOBILITY

COCKLES 
WANTED FRESH

LARGE HAND PICKED 
COCKLES £4.50 PER 

KILO. REQUIRE 50 -100 
KGS PER WEEK. MUST 
BE ACCOMPANIED BY 

RELEVANT MOVEMENT 
DOCUMENT. PHONE 

OGDEN 

TEL 07881 418565

TITAN 
MOBILITY 

POWER 
CHAIR

no longer required, 
buyer must collect, 

Helensburgh

COST £1,025
WILL ACCEPT 

£850
Tel 01436 672024

signed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

 WANTED



Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times
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Editorial

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Neill Bo Finlayson
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Sandy Neil
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MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  supervisor

Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
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Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Obituary – 
Maurice McMillan Duncan 1954-2017

Call
01631

568000
Celebrate 

your
Graduation

Only 

£24 
inc.VAT

First Name & Surname
Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work 

after study.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

GRADUATIONS

EILIDH CRICHTON
Graduated from Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen with the 
degree of Bachelor of  Nursing with fi rst class honours. Eilidh 

is the daughter of Roland and Jenny Crichton, Tobermory 
and granddaughter of the late Charlie and Mary Crichton, 

Tobermory and the late Ewing and Patricia McIntosh, 
Stevenston. Eilidh is a former pupil of Tobermory High School.

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Thought for the week
ONE of the most haunting 
of the parables of Jesus 
is the story of the Good 
Samaritan, told only in the 
Gospel of Luke, written by 
a Greek ‘outsider’.

A man travelling the 
steep desert road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho is 
violently attacked by rob-
bers, and left for dead.

Other parties of travel-
lers on this notorious road 
see him and pass by.  

The fi rst is that of a 
priest, a wealthy man with 
enough servants to stave 
off fear of a second attack.

The second is a Levite, 
another wealthy servant 
of the Temple, a public 
follower of the scriptures.

The third is an outsider, 
a Samaritan, considered a 
religious renegade. 

He is motivated not only 
by the duty proclaimed in 
the scriptures, but also by 
compassion.  

He tends the wounded 
man, and sets him on 
his own mount, not on 

a pack-donkey, nor a 
servant’s mount.  He takes 
him to an inn and feels the 
responsibility to see this 
situation through, for he 
pays for the man’s keep 
until he returns.

The story is told in the 
context of: ‘What is the 
greatest commandment?’, 
to which Jesus replies: 
‘Love God, and love your 
neighbour as yourself’. 

The parable shows that 
our neighbours include 
strangers, and those who 
are different in race, cul-
ture or belief.

At Barcelona last week 
there may have been 
people who put themselves 
fi rst, but there were also 
acts of self-disregarding 
heroism and kindness, 
known to God if not to us.  

The United States has 
seen upheavals based on 
fear of those of a different 
skin-colour, class or faith; 
and has also shown the 
courage of those who 
oppose such divisions.

One of the mysteries of 
the Christian faith is how 
it helps people to love God 
so much that they can put 
themselves second, loving 
neighbour and stranger, 
and taking risks for them.

The parable shows that 
the nature of love includes 
self-sacrifi ce, giving not 
only out of our plenty but 
out of a cost to our com-
fort.

This week there will be 
some call to each of us to 
give, whether to support 
the international bodies 
supporting the victims of 
famine or mudslides in 
Africa; or by giving our 
time to support a local 
charity; or by speaking 
to a lonely neighbour; or 
by including in our social 
events the people we don’t 
like.

Rosemary Power, 
Locum minister, Taynuilt.

KATHERINE BALLIMORE
Graduated from University Of Glasgow with BDS Batchelor 
Of Dental Surgery. Katherine is a former pupil of Rockfi eld 

Primary and Oban High School.

Senior reporter
Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.ukmentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

follow us on 
twitter
@obantimes

BORN to the late Flora 
and Archie Duncan 
at Craigard Maternity 
Hospital, Campbeltown, 
Maurice became an 
accomplished fiddler 
renowned throughout 
Argyll and beyond.

Maurice was educated 
in Dalintober Primary 
School and the old 
Campbeltown Grammar.

He excelled in 
mathematics and English. 

His childhood was 
steeped in music through 
his extended family.

He became a piper in the 
Ceannloch Campbeltown 
Pipe Band for several 
years, but then through 
the influences of the 
late Tom McGillivray, a 
teacher at Campbeltown 
Grammar, he discovered 
the fiddle.

This became his chosen 
instrument, but he always 
kept his pipes in readiness 
when any occasion arose.

When he was 16 years 
old in 1970, he was 
encouraged to enter the 
junior fiddle competition 
at the National Mòd held 
that year in Oban, in 
which he won first prize.

It was during the Mòd 
that he was spotted by 
fiddle-maker Donald 
Riddell from Kirkhill farm 

near Drumnadrochit, 
Inverness.  

Donald Riddell invited 
him to spend a holiday 
at Kirkhill to learn the 
technique of snap bowing 
used in Strathspey playing. 

Maurice became 
extremely proficient and 
highly talented in Scottish 
fiddle music.

With his prominence, he 
was invited one year to join 
a composite Strathspey 
and Reel Society under 
the baton of Glasgow 
conductor Jimmy Moir for 
a tour of Carolina in the 
USA.

On leaving school he 
trained in the accountancy 
firm of Easton Simmers 
in Campbeltown and 
his time was divided 
between Campbeltown 
and Glasgow where he 
attended college for his 
accountancy studies.

In Campbeltown, he 
met his, soon to be wife, 
Jeanmarie.  

They married and soon 
after they moved to Oban 
for a new life together.  

His move to Oban 
provided a greater scope 
and more opportunities to 
pursue his fiddle music.

For many years he 
helped to entertain 
thousands throughout the 

summer season, playing at 
McTavish’s.  

His association with 
the Oban and Lorne 
Strathspey and Reel 
Society was constant 
throughout his years in 
Oban.

In more recent years 
he studied through 
the University of the 
Highlands and Islands 
and gained a  BSc (hon) in 
Rural Development.

Although still working 
in accountancy at 
Dunstaffnage Marina 
until his sudden death, it 
is for his musical talents 
that he will be best 
remembered; we’ll no see 
his likes again.

Maurice’s funeral was 
on Friday August 18 
at Kilmore and Oban 
Church of Scotland and he 
was interred at Pennifuir 
Cemetery.

He is survived by his 
wife, Jeanmarie, three 
sons, Scott, Andrew and 
Ruaraidh and two young 
granddaughters, Heather 
and Aria.

Catherine and Iain 
Duncan.

GOLDEN WEDDING

LESLIE - At Oban Old 
Parish Church by the late 
Reverend John McLeod on 
September 2, 1967, Duncan 
to Katherine (McGill). 
Present address: Burnbree 
Gardens Elva.

DEATHS

CHATTEN - Peacefully, at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital, on 
August 22, 2017, Elizabeth 
Barbara (Babsie) Chatten, 
aged 78 years, of New 
Rivendell, Wildwood, 
Lunga, by Lochgilphead.  A 
memorial service will be held 
at Craignish Parish Church, 
on Wednesday, September 6, 
2017 at 11.30am. All friends 
are respectfully invited to 
attend. 
LAIRD - Very unexpectedly 
at home, on Saturday, August 
26, 2017, John Laird, aged 
80 years, beloved husband 
of May, much loved father of 
Sheena and Alison, proud and 
devoted grandfather to Iain, 
Sarah, Rebecca, Hannah and 
Angus. Funeral Service at 12 
noon on Friday, September 
1 at Kilchattan Church, 
Isle of Luing and thereafter 
at Kilchattan Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please, 
but donations, if desired to 
R.N.L.I. Oban.
LIVINGSTONE - John 
(Balure), aged 78, passed 
away peacefully at home on 
August 28, 2017. Beloved 
husband of the late Dorothy, 
much loved dad to Iain and 
Andrew and a loving seanair 
to Matt, Lauren and Ewan. 
Funeral service in Lismore 
Parish Church on Saturday, 
September 2 at 12.30pm. 
Family fl owers only.

MEMORIAM

CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Susan Campbell 
(née Stevenson), who died on 
September 1, 2014.
We will miss you so much, we 
miss your smile
And we haven’t heard your 
voice in a while,
As life has taken you on a 
different path
But memories of you keep us 
all intact

What we would give to have 
you back
To feel your warmth and to 
hear your laugh
Things will never be the same
But in our hearts you will 
always remain.
- Love Kenny, boys and 
families. x
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of Colin, a dear 
husband, dad, gramps and 
great-gramps, who died 
September 5, 2015.
Greatly missed every day
- From his loving wife Lorna 
and family.
FORRESTER - Cherished 
memories of Jim, dearly 
beloved husband of Joan, father, 
father-in-law and grandfather, 
who died September 2, 2002.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Joan and family, Oban, 
Uddingston and High 
Wycombe.
MACCUISH - Treasured 
memories of Mickey, who was 
taken on September 1, 2012.
The bright star in the sky
You’ll never be forgotten
- Lots of love Annmarie and 
Frank xxx
Best papa ever, miss you lots
- Love Jodi, YNWA xxx
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of  Lena who passed 
away September 1, 2001.
Much loved wife, mum and 
granny.
Sadly missed every day 
- By Ian, John, Donald, 
Kenneth and families, xxxx.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of a darling mother 
Mary who passed away on 
August 31, 2014 and my darling 
father Angus who passed away 
September 4, 2015.
Death leaves a heartache no 
one can heal,
Love leaves a memory no one 
can steal.
Loved and remembered always,
- Marie, Neil, Neil Jnr 
and Sophia (Dalmally and 
Australia).
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
father, father-in-law and 
gramps Alexander (Andy), 
who died on August 30, 2009.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- From Kay, Colin, Sandy, 
Kath, Mairi and Kirsten.

HANNAH GRACE
Graduated from the University of Strathclyde with an LLB in 

Law (Clinical) with Second Class Honours, Upper Division. 
Hannah is the daughter of Caroline and Michael Grace, 
Helensburgh and the granddaughter of Alda Grace and 

Crawford Cameron, Lochaline and the late Hugh and Nan 
Cameron, Isle of Mull. Hannah will complete her Diploma in 
Professional Legal Practice at the University of Strathclyde 

before joining Burness Paull as a Trainee Solicitor.

MAIRI SANDISON
Graduated from Glasgow Caledonain University with a 

BA(Hons) Business with Marketing. Daughter of Stewart and 
Margaret, Mairi is a former pupil of Lochyside and Lochaber 

High Schools and is currently employed with Ferguson 
Transport and Shipping.

MACPHERSON - Treasured 
memories of Peggy, a much 
loved wife who passed away 
on August 29, 2015.
Happy times when we were 
together
Hold memories that will last 
forever
- Ian.
MACPHERSON - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
Peggy, who passed away on  
August 29, 2015.
Close in our hearts you will 
stay
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Elaine and Sandy.
MACPHERSON – Peggy. In 
loving memory of a dear mum 
and granny who passed away 
August 29, 2015.
Always in our thoughts, 
forever in our hearts.
- Love Robert, Donna, Mark, 
Arlene, Molly and Sophie 
xxxx
McLEOD - Morag (née 
MacLachlan), died August 
31, 1983, formerly of 
Glenfeochan, Kilmore. In 
loving memory of a wonderful 
mother to Gordon and sister 
to the late Iain MacLachlan, 
Lynn Court, Oban. 
Both fondly remembered.
- Inserted by Gordon, 
London, SW4.
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Shinty

Golf news

Tobermory

Glencruitten

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2400
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

G MacNeil
Bowmore
Islay

J Young
Lindisfarne
Mallaig

FINBAR Dunne from Oban 
has been selected to be part of 
the athletics squad at the 2017 
School Games national finals.

The School Games are an 
integrated multi-sport event for 
the UK’s most talented school-
age athletes and takes place at 
Loughborough University from 
August 31 to September 3.

Fifteen-year-old Finbar, who 
is a student at Oban High 
School and is a member of the 
Inverness Harriers Athletic 
Club, will compete for the 
Scotland squad in the athletics. 
He already has an impressive 
record of success and has previ-
ously won the English National 
Championships.

Disability
Around 1,600 athletes will 

compete across 12 sports at the 
School Games, seven of which 
include disability disciplines. 
The four-day event is support-
ed by National Lottery funding 

Oban athlete to compete in
National School Games

from Sport England and deliv-
ered by the Youth Sport Trust.

Finbar will be hoping to 
follow in the footsteps of some 
of Britain’s biggest sporting 
stars who have competed at the 
School Games before going on 
to senior international success.

Previous competitors include 
Paralympic champions Hannah 
Cockroft, Ellie Simmonds and 
Jonnie Peacock, Olympic cham-
pion Adam Peaty, heptathlete 
Katarina Johnson-Thompson 
and GB sprinter Adam Gemili.

The School Games are the 
springboard for future athletes: 
56 of the 382 athletes repre-
senting Team GB at the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio com-
peted at the School Games.

At the event Finbar will 
experience the excitement of 
competing at the highest level. 
He will live in a dedicated ath-
letes’ village on the Loughbor-
ough University campus, take 

part in an Opening Ceremony 
and perform in front of huge 
crowds of spectators.

‘Being a rural athlete can be 
challenging as I have to travel 
100 miles to see my coach,’ said 
Finbar. ‘But watching sporting 
events like the Commonwealth 
Games, which was so close to 
home, keeps me inspired.’

Great opportunity
‘The School Games national 

finals provide a great opportu-
nity for talented young athletes 
like Finbar,’ said Ali Oliver, 
chief executive officer of the 
Youth Sport Trust. ‘Competi-
tors get a real taste of what it’s 
like to be part of a world-class 
event at the amazing sporting 
venues of Loughborough Uni-
versity, and the event is a great 
way to see our future sporting 
champions in action.’

BJJ
OBAN BJJ has two members competing at the Scottish Open 
on the September 3. Brothers Euan and Calum Weir have been 
training hard over the last few months in preparation.

BJJ classes on Monday and Friday continue to focus on fun-
damentals while Tuesday classes are for beginners focusing on 
learning the basics of takedowns, MMA striking and no gi BJJ.

For club info contact Coogie on coogiepots@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
YOUNG Darryl McLaughlin is still training hard for his place in 
the British Open in Crawley in September. This full contact event 
is one of the biggest in Europe and will be Darryl’s first attempt at 
this level.

A tournament has been organised for Saturday November 4 at 
the Mid Argyll Sports Centre in Lochgilphead, this will be pre-
dominantly for under 16s but will have an adult kata category.

Last weekend saw the annual beach training event and photos 
will follow in the next article.

Shihan Iain Rodger now has four dojos operating in Scotland; 
Oban, Lochgilphead, Stirling and Perth. Beginners are welcome up 

until the end of September after which time there will be a closed 
three-month period for those already training to concentrate on 
their next grades. 

The classes work to a national syllabus and grades are recognised 
throughout the world.

For more information contact Iain Rodger on 07584 166542 or 
iain@ikku.co.uk

Shukokai Karate
THE ARGYLL Martial Arts classes are back up and running after 
the summer break. New starters are most welcome at this time.

Anyone thinking of taking up this martial art should contact 
Kenny Gray on: kenni.gray@btinternet.com

Kickboxing
SENSHI Do kick Boxing held a junior grading on Wednesday 
August 23 and congratulations were given to all those that passed:

7th Kyu Green Belt- Logan Campbell, Cully Ahmed and Ryan 
McCubbin;

6th Kyu Blue Belt- Liam Reynolds, Aaron Reynolds, Chloe 
McMillan and Kyle Ahmed;

5th Kyu Purple Belt- Archie Palmer, Conner Kerr, Noah Hwang 
and Henley McCulloch;

4th Kyu Red Belt- Melody Hwang and Leayiona MacCuish;
3rd Kyu Brown Belt- Rebecca Palmer, Kieran Denholme, Ayden 

Campbell and Adam Bratton;
2nd Kyu Brown/Black Stripe- Hazel McGhee.
The juniors are now all training to see who will be able to take 

part in the Kumite Tournament on November 4 at the Mid Argyll 
Sport Centre 

Classes continue as normal at the following times: Wednesdays 
- 6.30pm for juniors and 7.30pm for seniors; Sundays - 11am for 
juniors; noon for seniors and women only sessions at 2pm 

For more information contact Wullie Rodger on: shihanwill@
gmail.com

RESULTS of the fourth round 
of the Centenary Trophy for 
the club championship - 1 
David Honeyman 90-26-64; 2 
Fraser MacKinnon 70-02-68; 3 
John Weir 84-14-70.
 The club champion for 2017 is 
Fraser MacKinnon, Tobermo-
ry and Bathgate.

Jackie Taugue Trophy - 1 
Graham Davidson 36 points; 
2 Lewis Brown 34 points; 3 
David Honeyman 31 points.

Ladies nine-hole Stableford 
- 1 Doris Hargreaves 15 points; 
2 Jennifer Jack 13 points; 3 
Rosalind Reid 11 points.

Football

Barra defeat Mallaig to win 
Bowmore Cup

Two of the winners at the 
recent Glencruitten Open

Graeme McColl and
Martin Tait.

AROUND 100 competitors 
took part recently in the Open 
held at Glencruitten.

Thanks particularly to the 
efforts of Dugie MacIntyre 
and Billy Pearson, the course 
was presented in excellent con-
dition, especially the greens.

At the prize giving ceremony 
at night, the captain thanked 
all those who had helped to 
make the competition such a 
success, in particular James 
Forgrieve and staff at the start-
er hut, Eric Deverill and staff 
behind the bar, Neil Armour 
for his assistance at the prize 
giving, everyone who helped 
Dugie in the lead up to the 
competition and finally, those 
who had competed and made it 
such a successful day.

The results are as follows - 
longest drive: Gavin Owens; 
nearest the 5th hole - Michael 
Kelly; nearest the 15th hole: 
Iain Harris

Handicaps 13-28 (The Well-
park Trophy) - 4 James Scott 
68 (93-25); 3 T C Mcnair 67 
(82-15); 2 Donny McGill 63 
(81-18); 1 Findlay McKay 62 
(77-15).

Handicaps scratch – 12 
(Chrysler-Sunbeam Trophy) - 4 
Aidan MacCuish 63 (68-5); 3 
Donald McVicar 63 (70-7 bih); 
2 Iain MacCuish 63 (70-7 bih); 
1 Martin Tait 63 (70-7 b.i.h.)

Scratch competition (The 
Glencruitten Open Trophy) 
- 4 Phillip Murphy 68 (bih); 
3 Cameron Milne 67; 2 Ryan 
McGlynn 67 (bih); 1 Graeme 
McColl 65.

 Phillip Murphy won the 
Cameron trophy at Glen-
cruitten last weekend with net 
scores of 64, 59 = 123. James 
Muir was runner-up with 
scores of 62, 64 = 126. Phillip 
also won the President’s Prize 
on Sunday with his net score 
of 59.

On Saturday the Stableford 
finals takes place.

BARRA Football Club will 
go down in history as the first 
team to take home Oban’s 
Bowmore Cup, after beating 
Mallaig 2-0 in the final.

However, they will have to 
defend their  title next year 
after it was confirmed that the 
tournament will be a recurring 
competition.

Eight teams took part: 
Mallaig, Kilchoan, Barra, 
Bowmore, Oban Electrics, 
Coasters Bar, Oban Ear-
ra-Ghaidheal and Oban Saints 
u17s, with four teams making 
it through the group stages to 
the semi-final.

Coasters lost 4-2 on penal-
ties to Mallaig after drawing 

0-0 in the first semi-final and 
Barra beat Kilchoan 4-2.

Tournament organiser, 
Murdo MacKenzie said: ‘A 
great day was had by all with 
the football played in the most 
sporting fashion with only one 
yellow card being issued all 
day.

‘Deserved winners were Bar-
ra who beat Mallaig 2-0 in the 
final. The island club were well 
marshalled by their captain 
and player of the tournament 
Neil Sinclair.

‘Big thanks to the travelling 
teams, Barra, Bowmore, 
Kilchoan and Mallaig and 
thanks also go to the Oban 
teams, Oban Electrics, Coast-
ers and Oban Saints U-17s 
who gave a warm west coast 
welcome to their guests.

‘I’d like to extend special 
thanks to the sponsors of 
the tournament Bowmore 
Distillery and the distillery 
manager David McLean.’

Hosts for the inaugural Bowmore Cup tournament were Oban 
Earra-Ghaidheal.

Bowmore Cup winners Barra FC

Action from the Oban Earra-Ghaidheal v 
Bowmore match. 

Barra on the attack during the � nal against 
Mallaig.

Rugby

Magnus Bradbury named 
Edinburgh rugby captain
OBAN’S Magnus Bradbury, 
22, will captain Edinburgh for 
the 2017/18 season.

The Scotland back-row led 
his side out for the first time in 
Friday’s pre-season victory over 
Newcastle Falcons.

On being named captain, 
Bradbury said: ‘I’m over the 
moon with the news. However, 
it doesn’t really change much 
for myself.

‘I just want to keep my head 
down, keep doing what I’m 
doing, and keep working hard 
with the boys, and hopefully 
we’ll get the results when the 
season starts this week.

‘Head Coach Richard Cocker-
ill has always said to me to lead 
by example and I would say I’m 
more that sort of guy. I would 
rather say something then do it, 
rather than ask other boys to do 
it. I’m definitely about actions 
more than words.’

A product of Oban High 
School, Merchiston Castle 
School and the national 
age-grade system, Bradbury 
joined the club on an Academy 
contract in 2014.

He made his senior debut in 
October that year when he was 
named in the starting XV to 
face Leinster at the RDS Are-
na, and scored his first try in 
the home European Challenge 
Cup victory over Agen.

After winning Scotland 
representative and sevens 
honours, Bradbury made his 
full Scotland debut in the 2016 
November Test victory over 
Argentina at BT Murrayfield.

The back-row committed 
to Edinburgh on a three-year 
deal ahead of the 2017/18 
season. 

Magnus Bradbury in action for 
Edinburgh Rugby.
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Camanachd Cup semi-fi nal win 
for Newtonmore 

Skye’s Stewart Grant and Kenny Campbell deal with 
Newtonmore’s David MacLean during the Camanachd Cup 

sem-� nal. Photo: Neil Paterson

 Newtonmore’s Glen Mackintosh celebrates his second goal with David Fraser and Iain Robinson.
Photo: Neil Paterson

Fort William’s two-goal hero Sean Cameron takes on Caberfeidh’s 
Callum MacKinnon during the National Division game at An Aird. 

Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

NEWTONMORE will play 
Lovat in the Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup Final, Kyles 
Athletic returned to the top of 
the Marine Harvest Premiership 
and Lochside Rovers increased 
their lead at the top of Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 follow-
ing the shinty action on Saturday 
26 August 2017.

Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup - 
semi � nal
Skye Camanachd 1
Newtonmore 4 
Newtonmore will play Lovat in 
the 2017 Tulloch Homes Cama-
nachd Cup Final after they beat 
Skye Camanachd 4-1 in their 
semi-final tie at The Bught Park, 
Inverness.

This 4pm throw up was 
broadcast live on BBC Alba and 
a good crowd gathered in the 
Highland capital for the game.

Skye went into the tie on top 
of the Marine Harvest National 
Division and, whilst a return to 
shinty’s top flight has been their 
priority this season, the squad 
were well aware that they were 
just 90 minutes away from a 
place at shinty’s biggest day of 
the year. 

Skye’s last Camanachd Cup 
semi-final was in 2014 when they 
lost out to Glenurquhart. 

Skye manager Willie Cowie 
missed the previous weekend’s 
league win over Fort William 
as he was abroad at a family 
wedding but he was back in 
the dug-out for this one as was 
forward Will Cowie who started 
on the bench.

Marine Harvest Premiership 
side Newtonmore are Cama-
nachd Cup holders having 
beaten Oban Camanachd in last 
year’s final. Manager Paul John 
MacKintosh has been without 
the injured Drew MacDonald 
and Chris Sellar in recent weeks. 

Rory Kennedy’s ankle liga-
ment injury also kept him on the 
sidelines whilst a one-match ban 
for passing through the discipli-
nary points threshold deprived 
Evan Menzies of a place in the 
side. 

Neil Stewart was given a start in 
attack after he made his return 
for the reserves the previous 
week following a serious knee 
injury. David Fraser was select-
ed at wing centre in preference 
to Iain Richardson who dropped 
onto the bench.

The players and officials were 
piped into the field before they 
were introduced to George 
Fraser from sponsors Tulloch 
Homes; himself no stranger to 
the Camanachd Cup during his 
playing days with Newtonmore. 

Despite heavy rain overnight, 

the pitch was in good condition 
and Newtonmore won the toss; 
opting to play with a slight wind 
in their favour. 

Skye made a bright start and 
they forced an early free-hit 
following a Stewart Grant shy 
on the left, but the Newtonmore 
defence, with something to 
prove after losing seven goals 
in their Artemis Macaulay Cup 
Final defeat to Kyles Athletic a 
week earlier, cleared their lines. 

Newtonmore had a let-off 
when on seven minutes good 
play down the Skye left saw Iain 
Nicolson play in Iain MacLellan 
who beat Steven MacDonald 
before setting up a chance for 
James Pringle but he steered the 
ball just the wrong side of the 
post. 

Newtonmore made their first 
attack count a minute later. 
David MacLean sent a free-hit 
from the right of midfield to the 
far side where Glen MacKintosh 
made enough space to turn and 
rifle a shot across the keeper and 
into the net to make it 1-0. The 
goal was against the run of play 
and a lesson in clinical finishing 
from the Scotland international. 

Newtonmore came more into 
the game but it took a late Craig 
Ritchie intervention to stop Iain 
MacLellan getting a shot on goal 
on 17 minutes and Skye had to 
settle for a corner. 

The Newtonmore defence had 
to work hard to survive a scram-
ble around the D on 26 minutes; 
blocking shots and protecting 
keeper Norman Campbell as 
Skye looked to draw level. 

Skye keeper Iain MacLeod 
did well on 29 minutes when a 
cross was deflected on target off 
a Skye defender following some 
skilful play from Glen MacKin-
tosh on the Newtonmore left. 

Skye made the first change of 
the match on 31 minutes as Will 
Cowie took over in attack from 
Iain MacLellan. James Pringle 
went to full forward with Cowie 
at wing forward. 

Glen MacKintosh was the main 
focus of the Newtonmore attack 
and he almost bustled his way 
through the middle of the Skye 
defence on 35 minutes but Neil 
MacVicar got the ball away with 
keeper Iain MacLeod tripped by 
the Newtonmore marksman as 
he went send the ball up-field. 

Moments later, Iain MacLeod 
was quickly off his line to get 
the ball away for a corner with 
Fraser MacKintosh looking to 
capitalise on any slip. 

Skye, roared on by an en-
thusiastic travelling support, 
continued to press without 
working Norman Campbell and 
Will Cowie shot wide of the 
keeper’s left post following a 
Jordan Murchison free-hit with 
just a couple of first half minutes 
remaining. 

Glen MacKintosh was yellow 
carded for bad language by 
referee Innes Wood in the final 
minute of the first half. 

Iain Nicolson drove wide 
after being played in by Jordan 
Murchison with what was the 
last chance of the opening 45 
minutes. 

If Skye started the first half 
well then they made an explosive 
opening to the second period 
and they were level just 27 
seconds after the restart. Skye 
attacked from the throw-up 
and when Newtonmore failed 
to clear their lines, Jordan 
Murchison found James Pringle 
around 22 yards from goal. Prin-
gle took the ball down and his 
firm shot from a central position 
went low into the corner of the 
net, bating the keeper on his 
right side to make it 1-1.  

Kenny Campbell sent Skye 
forward from the restart and 
James Pringle slipped the ball to 
Jordan Murchison on the Skye 
left. Referee Innes Wood played 
advantage as Murchison was 
impeded as he cut in but he was 
unable to get a shot on goal. 

Danny Morrison then won 
possession and set a shot wide 
of the keeper’s left post as Skye 
continued to pin Newtonmore 
back.

’More made their first change 
on 49 minutes when defender 
Craig Ritchie was withdrawn. 
Michael Russell dropped back 
to wing centre with Iain Rich-
ardson coming off the bench to 
slot into the midfield.  

Glen MacKintosh gathered a 
Fraser MacKintosh pass but his 
strike for goal was deflected for 
a corner. Iain MacLeod then got 
his feet behind a David Fraser 
shot from the left as ’More 
looked to get themselves back in 
front. Norman Campbell made a 
good save with his feet to deny 
James Pringle before batting the 
dropping ball away for a corner.

Jordan Murchison won the ball 
from Michael Russell wide on 
the Skye right and he floated a 
speculative effort on goal which 
had Campbell back-peddling but 
the ball fell just wide of target. 

Newtonmore made a second 
change as Paul MacArthur 
came on in a straight swap for 
wing centre David MacLean.

Iain MacLeod saved low from 
Fraser MacKintosh with close to 
an hour played. 

Skye almost created another 
chance when James Pringle 
scooped the ball into the dan-
ger-area and Andy MacKintosh 
blocked Jordan Murchison’s 
run, earning Skye a free-hit. 
James Pringle found Will 
Cowie from the set-piece but his 
effort bounced wide of Norman 
Campbell’s left post.

Will Cowie needed treatment 
after taking a blow to the hand 
in a challenge with Michael Rus-
sell but he was able to continue 
after treatment. 

Michael Russell threw his 
body in the way to stop what 
looked like net-bound Will 
Cowie shot from the edge of 
the D after James Pringle and 
Jordan Murchison combined 
to set up the chance. With 20 
minutes remaining, Skye looked 
the better side. 

However, as play switched 
to the other end, the Glen 
MacKintosh effect swung the tie 
in Newtonmore’s favour. Paul 
MacArthur’s high ball from the 
right dropped for Glen MacK-
intosh on the left and his fierce 
drive gave the keeper no chance 
as the holders led 2-1 with 70 
minutes played.  

Jamie Robinson took over 
from Fraser MacKintosh just 
before the restart.

Craig Ritchie came back on for 
’More; this time in attack, with 
Neil Stewart withdrawn whilst 
Jordan Murchison’s hamstring 
went after making a run into the 

Marine Harvest Premiership
                  P       W     D      L        F      A      Pts
Kyles Athletic  14     11      2       1       49     19      24
Kinlochshiel  14     11      2       1       38     13      24  
Kingussie  16      8       3       5       27     21      19
Newtonmore  13      8       2       3       29     14      18
Oban Camanachd  12      7       1       4       36     15      15   
Lovat   13      7       1       5       25     25      15
Lochaber  17      4       1      12      21     51       9      
Glenurquhart  16      3       2      11      24     45        8    
Kilmallie   15      3       1      11      16     40        7      
Glasgow Mid Argyll 14      2       1      11      13     35        5

D so Iain MacLellan returned to 
the Skye attack. 

Iain MacLeod used his feet to 
turn a Paul MacArthur strike 
away for a corner on 77 minutes. 

It was an energy-sapping con-
test and Skye’s Gibbs MacDon-
ald replaced Stewart Grant, who 
seemed to be suffering from 
cramp, whilst Newtonmore’s 
David MacLean returned in 
favour of Iain Robinson as both 
teams freshened up. 

Newtonmore forced a couple 
of corners and Craig Ritchie 
played a one-two with Jamie 
Robinson before finishing well 
and Newtonmore led 3-1 with 10 
minutes remaining. 

The game was now out of 
Skye’s reach and a turn and shot 
from Jamie Robinson made it 
4-1 on 84 minutes.

Skye’s Allan MacLeod re-
placed for Ally ‘Cleodi MacLe-
od for the closing stages.

The final scoreline was harsh 
on Skye who will rue some 
missed chances. John Gillies 
and James Pringle were par-
ticularly good in what was a fine 
team performance. 

The Islanders now know that a 
point at home to Caberfeidh in 
their next match will clinch the 
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion title and a return to shinty’s 
top flight. 

Michael Russell had a good 
game for Newtonmore and Glen 
MacKintosh, who scored three 
times last week but still ended 
up on the losing side, made the 
difference and his two goals 
earned him the man-of-the-
match accolade, selected by 
BBC Alba pundit Garry Reid. 

The 2017 Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup Final between 
Newtonmore and Lovat takes 
place at The Bught Park, Inver-
ness on Saturday September 30.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kingussie 3
Kyles Athletic 6 
Kyles Athletic returned to the 
top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership but they had to 
come from two goals down 
before eventually defeating 
Kingussie 6-3 at The Dell.

This was Kingussie’s first 
match for three weeks and 
defender Robert Mabon missed 
out through suspension whilst 
Savio Genini and Lee Bain were 
working.

Kyles Athletic full back Cal-
lum Miller remained out with 
a broken foot whilst Donald 
Irvine was also missing.

Kingussie’s Chris Holleysong 
missed from the penalty spot 
after 10 minutes but the hosts 
built a 2-0 lead courtesy of two 
well-taken Ryan Borthwick 
goals on 20 and 40 minutes.  

However, perhaps crucially, 
Dunkie Kerr, who had come 
off the bench to replace Scott 
MacDonald, pulled a goal back 
a minute later and Sandy Mac-
Kenzie scored on the stroke of 
half-time to make it 2-2 at the 
break.

Kyles Athletic talisman Roddy 
MacDonald started at wing back 
before later switching to full 
back where he stayed for the 
remainder of the game. 

The Tighnabruaich men were 
excellent during the second 45 

the net. The red and blacks also 
had two goals disallowed during 
the first period. Evan MacLellan 
netted but was adjudged to have 
kicked the ball whilst Daniel 
Cameron had an effort ruled out 
for offside. 

The home side had scored 
within seconds in the first half 
and Kilmallie did like-wise 
immediately after referee La-
chie Wood got the second half 
under-way with a carbon-copy 
goal which was finished off by 
Martin Stewart.

Kilmallie were awarded a 
penalty around the hour mark 
but Michael Rodger’s spot-hit 
was saved with his feet by Gavin 
Stobbart. 

Daniel MacVicar made a wel-
come return from injury for the 
Oban side midway through the 
second half. 

The home team introduced  
youngsters Craig Easton and 
Lewis Buchanan for the final 15 
minutes and Buchanan had an 
early shot well saved by Kilmall-
ie keeper Shane Gillies.

However, the 17-year-old was 
not to be denied when he went 
on to make it 4-1 after 78 min-
utes.  Andrew MacCuish found 
Buchanan in space 12 yards from 
goal and the youngster crashed 
the ball high into the net.

Oban Camanachd also had a 
goal ruled out in the second half 
with Andrew MacCuish having 
his effort chalked off for offside.  

The home side finished strong-
ly but Shane Gillies made some 

great saves to keep the scoreline 
down to 4-1. 

Oban Camanachd keeper 
Gavin Stobbart picked up a 
yellow card meaning he will 
miss the team’s next outing 
when Kingussie visit Mossfield 
in league action on Saturday 
September 9. 

Camanachd manager Ian Hay 
said: ‘The reaction of the players 
since our disappointing defeat 
to Lovat in the Camanachd Cup 
semi-final has been first class 
given the impact of decisions 
made that day which went 
against us and ultimately cost us 
a place in the final.

‘Our aim now is to finish as 
high up the league as possible.

Lochaber 2 
Lovat 5
Lochaber let a two-goal advan-
tage slip, losing 5-2 to Lovat at 
Spean Bridge.

Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
was without Shaun Nicolson 
who got married the previous 
day whilst Martin Johnstone 
and Donald MacRae were also 
absent. Neil MacDonald started 
at full forward with Zandz Fer-
guson in attack. 

Lovat manager Fraser Gal-
lacher was still without Lorne 
MacKay, who served the second 
match of a two-game ban, and 
the injured Scott MacKenzie. 
Marc MacLachlan made his 
second start in attack.

The recent heavy rain left the 
pitch very wet but playable. 

minutes and Grant Irvine put 
them ahead for the first time 
in the match on the hour mark 
and Sandy MacKenzie got his 
second just four minutes later. 

Colin MacDonald made it 5-2 
on 71 minutes and Grant Irvine 
got his second with nine minutes 
remaining. 

Rory MacGregor pulled a goal 
back to make it 6-3 on 86 min-
utes but the points went south.

Grant Irvine was Kyles’ star 
man and Innes MacDonald 
made his return from injury 
with 20 minutes remaining. 

James Perlich’s side now lead 
Kinlochshiel on goal difference 

at the top of the table with both 
sides having four games to go. 
Next up for Kyles is a trip to 
Balgate to play Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup finalists Lovat. 

Oban Camanachd 4
Kilmallie 1 
Oban Camanachd increased 
Kilmallie’s relegation fears, 
winning 4-1 at Mossfield.

Oban Camanachd’s Garry 
Lord was banned whilst Matt 
Rippon and Scott MacKillop 
remained on the injury list. 
However, Aidan MacIntyre 
returned to the side. 

Stephen McAllister was still 
missing for Kilmallie although 
he did make his return from in-
jury with the Kilmallie seconds. 

Oban Camanachd took the 
lead within seconds of the throw 
up. Lorne Dickie won the centre 
and found Andrew MacCuish 
on the left. MacCuish’s cross 
was met by Daniel Cameron who 
hit the ball on the run into the 
bottom corner of the net from 18 
yards out.

Andrew MacCuish made it 2-0 
on 20 minutes when he moved 
onto a Malcolm Clark pass and 
he sent the ball into the bottom 
corner of the net from the edge 
of the D. 

Andrew MacCuish got his 
second and Oban Camanachd’s 
third goal on 35 minutes. Aidan 
MacIntyre shyed down an Oban 
Camanachd free-hit into Mac-
Cuish’s path and he again sent 
the ball low into the corner of 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday August 26
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup semi-fi nal
Skye 1 v 4 Newtonmore 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie 3 v 6 Kyles Athletic
Lochaber 2 v 5 Lovat 
Oban Caman 4 v 1 Kilmallie

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly 3 v 2 Inveraray 
Fort William 3 v 2 Caberfeidh
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie 1 v 3 Kinlochshiel
Newtonmore 6 v 0 Fort William

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute P v P Aberdour
Unplayable field
Glenorchy P v P Ballachulish
Unplayable field
Kilmory 6 v 1 Kyles Athletic
Lochside Rovers 4 v 2 Tayforth
Taynuilt P v P Colglen
Unplayable field 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh P v P Boleskine
To be rescheduled 
Kilmallie 5 v 2 Lochaber 
Lewis P v P Inverness
Inverness unable to field a 
team, points to Lewis 
Lochcarron P v P Strathglass
Unplayable field
Strathspey 1 v 0 Lovat  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P v P Dunoon
Unplayable field 
Inveraray P v P Glasgow MA
Unplayable field
Strachur P v P Oban Lorn
Unplayable field 

Saturday September 2
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glenorchy v Taynuilt  
Graham Fisher
Kyles Athletic v Ballachulish 
Ross Brown
Tayforth v Kilmory  
Neil MacDonald 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lewis v Lochcarron   
John Matheson
Inverness v Kilmallie  
Andy MacLean
Lovat v Boleskine
Steven MacLachlan

Women’s Camanachd 
Association
Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup Final
Glengarry v Ardnamurchan  
Duncan Kelly - 1pm
at An Aird, Fort William

Valerie Fraser
Camanachd Cup final
Skye v Lochaber
Iain Kennedy - 3pm
at An Aird, Fort William

Youths 
Thursday August 31 
Marine Harvest 
National Under 17 League – 
London Shield
Section A
Skye v Strathglass
  
Friday September 1
MacMaster Cup: National 
Under14 Competition
Lochaber v Kinlochshiel 
Inverness v Kingussie 
 
Marine Harvest
North Under 14 Leagues
Division 2
Kilmallie v Beauly 
Division 3
Lovat v Newtonmore
Caberfeidh v Ardnamurchan

Inveraray’s Ruaridh Graham snr and Beauly’s Colin MacDonald in 
a tussle for the ball during last Saturday’s National Division game 

held at Blairview Park. Photo: Donald Cameron

Lovat made a nervous start to 
the match and Stuart Matheson, 
who had only come off the bench 
a few minutes earlier in place of 
Stuart Callison, gave the home 
side a 24-minute lead. Matheson 
took a deft touch to take the ball 
by his marker and he turned and 
leathered the ball over keeper 
Stuart MacDonald’s shoulder 
and into the net.

Stuart Matheson got his and 
Lochaber’s second on 32 min-
utes. The players battled for pos-
session between the penalty spot 
and the D and when a bouncing 
ball broke to Matheson, he sent 
a low, powerful shot past an 
unsighted Stuart MacDonald to 
make it 2-0. 

Lochaber could have added to 
their tally and the first half be-
longed to them. However, Greg 
Matheson threw Lovat a lifeline 
when he halved the deficit on 37 
minutes. Matheson ran onto a 
Marc MacLachlan knock-down 
and he beat keeper Callum 
MacDonald to make it 2-1 at the 
break. 

This was a classic game of two 
halves as Lovat would go on to 
have the better of the second 
period. 

Marc MacLachlan drew the 
visitors level when he netted 
after 48 minutes. MacLachlan 
showed just what he can offer 
this Lovat side when a great 
touch took him past Brennan 
MacDonald and he ran in on 
goal. Keeper MacDonald came 
off his line but, with a flick of the 
wrist, MacLachlan guided the 
ball into the net to make it 2-2. 

Marc MacLachlan then turned 
the game on its head, putting 
Lovat ahead for the first time on 
53 minutes. The goal came from 
a corner and when the ball fell 
for MacLachlan at a slight angle, 
he turned and rattled the ball 
high into the net to make it 3-2.  

Lochaber took Neil MacDon-
ald back into defence as they 
looked to stem the tide. 

Lovat withdrew Marc Ma-
cLachlan for a period but he 
was back on the field when the 
visitors scored twice more late in 
the game.  

Ryan Ferguson did the hard 
work to set up Lovat’s fourth. 
Ferguson showed great persis-
tence as he battled forward from 
his midfield berth and, as he 
reached the goal area, he teed 
the ball up for Lewis Tawse who 
took the opportunity to make 
it 4-2 with only four minutes 
remaining.

Greg Matheson made it 5-2 on 
88 minutes when his blistering 
shot gave the keeper no chance. 

Lovat’s priorities for the re-
mainder of the season are clear 
as a place in the Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup final against 
Newtonmore looms large on the 
horizon.

Everything before then will be 
geared towards that game and 
they will be tested when Kyles 
Athletic visit Balgate a week on 
Saturday. 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Fort William 3
Caberfeidh 2 
Fort William kept their promo-
tion hopes alive, dealing Caber-
feidh’s title chances a blow into 
the bargain, as they ran out 3-2 
winners at An Aird.

Fort William’s Lewis Clark 
and Caberfeidh’s Martin Mac-
Donald were both suspended. 

James Tangney was free to 
play for the Fort but he will miss 
his team’s next outing, away to 
Inverness a week on Saturday, 
as his booking against Skye took 
him through the disciplinary 
points threshold. 

Craig Morrison gave Caber-
feidh an eight-minute lead but 
Sean Cameron on 20 minutes 
and Graham Campbell on 30 
minutes gave Fort William a 2-1 
half time lead.

Sean Cameron got his second 
on 55 minutes and although 
Jamie Matheson made it 3-2 on 
65 minutes, Fort William took 
the points. 

Beauly 3
Inveraray 2 
Inveraray’s promotion hopes are 
hanging by a thread after they 
lost 3-2 to Beauly at Braeview 
Park.

Daniel Lamont put Beauly 
ahead on 22 minutes and Sean 
Stewart made it 2-0 on 36 min-
utes. 

Inveraray came storming back 
though and Fraser Watt netted 
twice – on the stroke of half time 
and again on 48 minutes – to 
make it 2-2. 

Jack MacDonald grabbed what 
proved to be the winner when he 
made it 3-2 on 53 minutes.  

Beauly, who celebrated their 
125th anniversary after the 
match, go fourth in the division 
and Inveraray drop to fifth with 
their promotion chances now 
looking remote. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 6
Fort William 0 
The Newtonmore seconds go a 
point clear at the top of the table 
after they beat the Fort William 
seconds 6-0 at The Eilan.

Newtonmore’s Cameron Mc-
Niven was free of suspension.

Fort William defender Cam-
eron Grant started a two-game 
ban whilst David Wright was 
also suspended.

All the goals in this encounter 
came in the final half hour.

Cameron McNiven broke the 
deadlock on 63 minutes and 
David Cheyne added a second 
just five minutes later. Cameron 
McNiven got his second with 15 
minutes remaining whilst Sorley 
Thompson added a fourth just 
five minutes later.

A second from David Cheyne 
on 84 minutes and a second 
from Sorley Thompson a minute 
later rounded off the 6-0 win. 

The Newtonmore seconds lead 
Aberdeen University by a point 
with both teams having three 
matches remaining, including a 
meeting at The Eilan.  

Kingussie 1
Kinlochshiel 3 
The Kingussie colts, third in the 
division, lost 3-1 to sixth placed 
Kinlochshiel colts at The Dell.

Kingussie were without Ruar-
idh Anderson, Roddy Young, 
Alexander Michie and Kieran 
MacPherson, who were all with 
the first team. 

Keeper Robert Shiells was also 
missing so 12-year-old George 
Ramsay started between the 
sticks. 

Kinlochshiel fielded Alasdair 
Nixon at wing back and Scott 
MacLean at buckshee forward.  

Scott MacLean, who played 
really well throughout, and 
Duncan Matheson gave ’Shiel a 
2-0 interval lead. 

Graham Kennedy added a 
third after the break.

Kingussie’s Owen Reid pulled 
a goal back but Kinlochshiel 
took the points.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 4
Tayforth 2 
Lochside Rovers twice came 
from behind to stretch their 
advantage at the top of Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 to 
three points after beating Tay-

forth 4-2 at Ganavan.
Throw up was brought forward 

to noon.
Lochside’s Daniel Sloss served 

a one-match ban for passing 
through the disciplinary points 
threshold. 

Magnus Bjorland gave Tay-
forth the lead after 17 minutes 
when he took advantage of some 
slack defending, being first onto 
a rebound off the keeper follow-
ing a long ball in on goal.  

Lewis Buchanan equalised 
on 32 minutes when he got 
onto a cross from the corner to 
score from the edge of the box. 
Buchanan sent the ball into the 
bottom corner of the net at the 
second attempt. 

However Tayforth regained 
the lead when Magnus Bjorland 
got his second on 33 minutes, 
disposing keeper Cameron 
Sutherland as he tried to clear 
his lines and the visitors led 2-1 
at the break. 

After some harsh words from 
the management team of Gareth 
Evans and Brian MacCallum 
Lochside Rovers turned in a 
much-improved performance 
in the second half and Lennon 
Campbell, who had just come as 
a substitute, drew the hosts level 
for the second time on 59 min-
utes with his first touch; firing 
the ball home from the penalty 
spot. Lennon’s initial shot may 
have been going wide but ended 
up in the net off Tayforth keeper 
Steven Thomson’s outstretched 
caman. 

Lochside withdrew both Lewis 
Buchanan and Craig Easton for 
the final half hour as both were 
required as first team substitutes 
for the match against Kilmallie. 

Michael MacQueen put Loch-
side ahead for the first time in 
the game when he drove the ball 
low into the net from the penalty 
spot with 20 minutes remaining. 

Lennon Campbell got his 
second on 77 minutes after he 
made enough space outside the 
D to send a low drive into the net 
to make it 4-2. 

Steven Thomson in the 
Tayforth goal made some great 
saves during the second half to 
prevent Lochside increasing 
their lead. 

Lochside substitute Scott Rob-
ertson did well when he came on 
with some good hitting from the 
wing.

Three wins from their final 
five matches will guarantee 
Lochside Rovers the title – a 
remarkable achievement for a 
reserve side.

Kilmory 6 
Kyles Athletic 1
The meeting between the Kyles 
Athletic second team and Kil-
mory was reversed to MacRae 
Park on Friday afternoon as the 
playing field at Tighnabruaich 
was unplayable.

Kilmory took full advantage 
of the venue switch and they go 
fourth in the table following a 
6-1 win.

Kyles were without Connor 
Giudici who started a two-game 
suspension.

Kilmory got off to a great start 
with Alistair MacArthur on 
target in the opening minute. 

Hal Jones made it 2-0 on 15 
minutes and Duncan MacBrayne 

added a third five  minutes later. 
Andy Cunningham added to the 
score on 22 minutes and Alex 
Cunningham on 28 minutes to 
make it 5-0. 

Hal Jones got his second on 
29 minutes to make it 6-0 and 
things looked bleak for Kyles.

Youngster Jack Whyte pulled a 
goal back on 33 minutes to make 
it 6-1 and, surprisingly, there 
was no further scoring.  

Bute P
Aberdour P 
An unplayable pitch put paid to 
the match between third placed 
Bute and second placed Aber-
dour at The Meadows.

Glenorchy P
Ballachulish P 
The clash between Glenorchy 
and Ballachulish was postponed 
as The Mart Park was unplaya-
ble.

Taynuilt P
Col Glen P 
The clash between Taynuilt 
and Col Glen was called off 
on Friday afternoon as The 
Taynuilt Sports Field was ruled 
unplayable.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kilmallie 5
Lochaber 2 
The hosts came out on top, 
winning 5-2 in the reserve team 
derby between the Kilmallie and 
Lochaber second teams at The 
Canal Parks.

Lochaber’s Andrew MacDon-
ald began a two-game ban.

Aaron Sandison on 32 minutes 
and Dean Williamson on 39 and 
45 minutes counted for Kilmall-
ie in the first half. 

Cameron Ross on 49 minutes 
and a second from Aaron 
Sandison with six minutes 
remaining took Kilmallie’s tally 
to five goals. Lochaber remain 
six points with a game in hand 
behind leaders Glengarry who 
are homing in on the title.

Strathspey 1
Lovat 0  
The Lovat colts went into 
their 1.30pm throw up against 
Strathspey Camanachd at 
Grantown Grammar School on 
a good run of form; having won 
their last five consecutive league 
matches.

However an early Struan Ross 
goal gave Strathspey a 1-0 victo-
ry in this one. 

Lovat’s James Fraser was free 
of a two-game ban.  

The only goal of the game 
came from a set-piece after five  
minutes. 

Lovat’s Rory Campbell was 
penalised for hacking in the 
middle of the park.

The free-hit was played into 
the Lovat goal area and where 
the ball was worked to Struan 
Ross and he drilled a shot into 
the bottom right-hand corner of 
the net. 

Lovat’s Cameron MacMillan 
has had a good 2017 but his 
season is over after suffering a 
broken arm following an unin-
tentional knock. 

Caberfeidh P
Boleskine P 
The meeting between the 
Caberfeidh second team and 
Boleskine at Castle Leod will be 
rescheduled.

Lochcarron P
Strathglass P 
The encounter between Loch-
carron and Strathglass seconds 
was postponed on Friday 
evening as Battery Park was 
unplayable.

Lewis Camanachd W/O
 v Inverness 
Lewis Camanachd were award-
ed the points when the Inverness 
reserves were unable to raise a 
team for their meeting at Shaw-
bost.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Inveraray P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P 
The Inveraray second team put 
the champagne on ice as they 
missed out on the chance to 
clinch the Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 title when their match 
against the Glasgow Mid Argyll 
second team was postponed on 
Saturday morning as The Win-
terton was unplayable.

Strachur P
Oban Lorn P 
The game between Strachur 
and Oban Lorn was postponed 
as Strachurmore was deemed 
unplayable.

Bute P
Dunoon Camanachd P 
The match between the Bute 
seconds and Dunoon Cama-
nachd was postponed on Thurs-
day when it became clear that 
The Meadows could not take 
two matches.

WCA Round Up
There were some important 
Women’s Camanachd Associa-
tion fixtures over the course of 
the weekend.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Badenoch & Strathspey 1
Skye Camanachd 3
Title challengers Badenoch & 
Strathspey and Skye Cama-
nachd met in a top of the table 
clash at The Dell. 

Badenoch & Strathspey came 
out on top when the sides met 
earlier in the season at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree but Skye got re-
venge with a 3-1 win in this one.

Zoe Reid scored for the home 
side but goals from Jenna Bea-
ton, Caitlin MacLean and Sarah 
Corrigall gave Skye victory.  

Fort William A 
Lochaber A
The derby meeting between title 
challengers Lochaber and Fort 

William at An Aird was a 7pm 
start on Friday August 25 2017.

However, with worsening 
weather conditions, the match 
was abandoned at half time by 
referee Ronnie Campbell as the 
heavy rain made play dangerous 
for both sets of players.

Lochaber led 3-0 at the time 
with Amy Disher, Natalie Mac-
Donald and Claire Delaney all 
scoring. 

The game will be rescheduled 
for a later date. 

 
Glasgow Mid Argyll W/O
 v Lovat
Glasgow Mid Argyll gained 
a walk-over when Lovat were 
unable to raise a team for their 
meeting at Yoker.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll W/O
 v Dunadd
Dunadd were unable to raise 
a team for their match against 
the Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team at Yoker so the hosts were 
awarded the points.

Lorn Ladies P
Oban Lorn P
The game between Lorn 
Ladies and Oban Lorn will be 
rescheduled as Ganavan was 
unplayable.

Development 
League – West
Skye Camanachd Ladies hosted 
the Development League – West 
fixtures at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree on Saturday August 26.

Action started at 1pm with 
Ardnamurchan joining the 
hosts.

Skye were 1-0 victors in one 
match with the other ending 
goalless. 

 

Women’s cup � nals 
day on Saturday
The WCA cup finals day takes 
place at An Aird on Saturday 
September 2.

First up is the Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup clash between 
Glengarry and Ardnamurchan.

Glengarry saw off the Lochaber 
seconds, Inverness and Cowal 
& Bute to reach the final whilst 
Ardnamurchan got by Dunadd, 
Strathglass and the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll second team on their way 
to the final. Throw up is at 1pm.

The Marine Harvest Valerie 
Fraser Cup final between Skye 
Camanachd and Lochaber is 
a 3pm start and the match is a 
repeat of last year’s final which 
Lochaber won.

Skye accounted for Glasgow 
Mid Argyll and Lovat on their 
route to the final whilst Loch-
aber knocked out Badenoch & 
Strathspey and Aberdour as they 
defend the trophy.    

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel Cameron gets a shot on target during the Marine Harvest Premiership 
match against Kilmallie at Moss� eld which the red and blacks won 4-1. Photo: Edwina Aitken
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Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

Football

East Kilbride      1          
Oban Saints     2             
SAFL Premier Division

Rugby

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 31, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 07.00 1.9 13.47 2.9 19.02 2.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 02.14 2.8 08.35 1.9 14.56 3.1 20.27 1.9
Sat 03.21 3.0 09.41 1.6 15.42 3.3 21.47 1.7
Sun 04.00 3.2 10.23 1.4 16.20 3.5 22.32 1.4
Mon 04.37 3.4 10.58 1.2 16.57 3.8 23.09 1.2
Tues 05.13 3.6 11.29 1.0 17.32 3.9 23.44 0.9
Wed 05.47 3.8 12.00 0.8 18.06 4.1  **.**  *.*             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

5
16

15

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds light south south westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 15ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds light westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Sunny on Sunday
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 16ºC.

Scottish Amateur FL
results and � xtures

Youth Football

Saints gain fi rst three points

Moto3

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - East Kilbride  
1,Oban Saints 2; Premier 
Division One - Campbeltown 
Pupils 3, Kings Park Rangers 0; 
Premier Division Two - Houston 
7, Tarbert 0; Lochgilphead Red 
Star 10, Busby 0.
This Saturday’s fixtures - Scot-
tish Amateur Cup first round 
- Oban Saints v Mauchline Unit-
ed; Kilsyth v Tarbert; Premier 
Division One - Campbeltown 
Pupils v Claremont; Dunoon v 
Rosehill Star; Premier Division 
Two - East End United v 
Lochgilphead Red Star. 

THE SCOTTISH Football 
Association have been running 
a Twitter competition the last 
few days and have been hiding 
signed player cards around 
various towns across Scotland.
  They were in Oban on 
Saturday and young Aidan 
MacDonald managed to follow 
the clues to find the signed 
card of Scotland captain Scott 
Brown at McCaig’s Tower.
 As a result Aidan won two 
tickets to the Scotland v Malta 
match at Hampden Park on 
Monday September 4.

Aidan is a keen footballer and 
plays for Oban 2006s in the 
Sunday League. 

Scotland tickets 
for young Aidan

Aidan MacDonald

Youth Football

CONGRATULATIONS  to 
Oban Saints Under 13s playing 
their first ever 11-a-side league 
match where they travelled to 
take on Drumchapel United 
Blacks and returned home with 
a 13-1 win under their belts.
 Scoring for Saints were Kyle 
Cooper (6), Andrew Nicol (3), 
Ruaridh Buchanan, Sorley 
Cameron, Lewis Campbell and 
Callan Simcox.
 Glasgow Red Star 7, Saints 
Under 14s 2. Netting for Saints 
were Innes MacDonald and 
Ross Higgins.
 Finnart 11, Under 15s 2. Saints 
goalscorers were Connor Moore 
and Toby Macfarlane Barrow.
 Next weekend’s fixtures - 
Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
no game; Drumchapel v Under 
15s; Scottish Cup - Yett Farm 
BC v Under 16s; Under 17s v 
Larkhall Thistle.  

COMPETITIVE rugby returns 
to Glencruitten this Saturday 
as Oban Lorne take on familiar 
foes Garnock in the first BT 
West Division 1 fixture of the 
2017/18 season.

The Green Machine are look-
ing forward to their third con-
secutive campaign in Division 
1 and are hoping to improve on 
last year’s lowly league position 
that threatened the side with 
relegation until the very last 
game of the season.

After losing a number of play-
ers over the close season, coach 
Corrie Louw will have a smaller 
group of players to choose from 
this year as seems to be the case 
with a number of clubs in the 
West Regional Leagues.

Craig Wright will again cap-
tain the side after becoming 
one of Oban Lorne’s youngest 
ever captains at the start of last 
season. The team is shaping up 
with a good balance of expe-
rience and youth with players 

such as Jack Strachan expected 
to have a big season ahead.

Fixtures between Oban and 
Garnock have been very close 
and physical affairs over the 
past few years with another close 
game expected on Saturday.

Kick-off is 3pm at Glencruit-
ten.

Mini and Youth Rugby
Mini Rugby players from across 
Argyll will be taking part in the 
first Dalriada Mini Rugby Festi-
val of the season at Glencruitten 
on Saturday from 11am.

Teams from Oban Lorne, 
Etive Vikings, Isle of Mull, Mid 
Argyll, Lochaber and Kintyre 
are expected to attend.

The same clubs will also turn 
out on Sunday as Oban Lorne 
host an S1/2 festival from 
12noon.

Oban Lorne get back 
to league actionCONNEL’S John McPhee 

looked like he might take pole 
position for his home British 
Grand Prix and Silverstone, 
but was just pipped to the post 

McPhee battles in the points at Silverstone
in the final minutes of practise 
as a mad last dash lit up the 
timesheets. 

John had an impressive sec-
ond row start but after lights 

out on race day he struggled to 
find the straight line speed nec-
essary to conquer Silverstone.

Fighting in a huge freight 
train group at the front, John 

was battling in the points for 
most of the race before a red 
flag ended the contest a lap 
from the end – giving McPhee 
13th place as the result stood 
from lap 16 of 17.

After the race, John said: ‘It 
was a difficult and frustrating 
race for me. I’ve been strong all 
weekend and felt really good on 
the bike.

Lacking
‘In the race I was just lacking 

straight line speed which made 
moving forward almost impos-
sible.

‘I pushed as hard as possible 
but in the end I could only main-
tain my position.

‘I would like to thank all the 
home fans for a great atmos-
phere all weekend, and to my 
team for all their hard work.’ 

It’s now time for John to focus 
on Misano – with the British 
Talent Team rider to fight it 
out again on the Adriatic in a 
fortnight’s time.John McPhee, No 17, in action during the British Grand Prix at Silverstone. Photo: Bonnie Lane

Fraser MacFarlane � res in a shot which thumped o�  East Kilbride defender Mathew
Meechan’s face. Match report and photographs: Derek Black

OBAN Saints got their first 
league points of the new season 
on the board at the third time 
of asking with a hard-fought 
win in East Kilbride last Sat-
urday. Hosts East Kilbride FC 
Amateurs gave their visitors a 
thorough examination at their 
excellent K-Park home but the 
the makeshift Saints 11 pro-
duced a battling performance 
to clinch an unexpected but 
ultimately deserved first victory 
of the season.

Already seriously depleted, 
Saints were reduced to the bare 
bones when Craig Campbell, 
Paul Carmichael, Graham 
Douglas, Marc MacCallum and 
Dean Smith joined the lengthy 
unavailable list after the previ-
ous week’s defeat to Motherwell 
Thistle.

Thomas McCulloch answered 
the call to pull on the number 
one jersey while youngster Craig 
MacMillan was signed up on the 
morning of the match to bolster 
the number of the travelling 
party. 

Saints kicked off in pleasant 
sunshine attacking the pavilion 
end and made a good start 
against the 2015-16 Scottish 
Amateur Football League Pre-
mier Division Champions.

Saints’ good start was undone 
after 12 minutes when Kilby 
central defender Craig Scott 
picked up a loose ball in the cen-
tre circle and was allowed to run 
unchallenged through the Saints 
midfield. The big defender 
unleashed a shot from 28 yards 
which smacked off the inside of 
Thomas McCulloch’s right hand 
post and landed in the opposite 
bottom corner to give the hosts 
the lead.

The home side had their noses 
in front for just three minutes 
when Saints’ new skipper Craig 
MacEwan pegged them back 
with his and Saints’ first goal of 
the season. David McPhee won 
the ball from Jonny Diack in 
the centre circle and fed Willie 
Gemmell inside the Kilby half. 

Willie’s threaded pass through 
the inside left channel split the 
opposition defence and was per-
fectly weighted for Craig MacE-
wan who lifted the ball over the 
advancing Ross Meldrum and 
into the empty net.

Scott Maitland’s running was 
causing problems for the Kilby 
defence with Craig Mackie 
forced to concede an 18th-min-
ute free-kick halting Scott’s 
progress 25 yards from goal. 
Willie Gemmell curled a decent 
effort around the Kilby wall and 
inches wide of Ross Meldrum’s 
left hand post.

The hosts were enjoying the 
majority of possession but 
certainly weren’t having things 
all their own way against a 
hard-working Saints 11 spurred 
on by old heads Alex Craik, Wil-
lie Gemmell and Keith Millar.

portunity in the dying seconds of 
the first half when the hosts had 
over-committed in search of an 
equaliser. Scott Maitland made 
an excellent interception on the 
edge of box and raced forward 
for a one-two with Craig Mac-
Ewan. Craig somehow failed to 
find the yawning gap between 
Gary McDowall and Craig Scott 
leaving Scott exasperated and 
the Kilby rearguard relieved.

At the other end Craig 
MacEwan won a free-kick just 
short of the bye-line wide on 
the right. Willie Gemmell’s 
clipped cross was agonisingly 
just behind Craig MacEwan in 
front of goal but broke kindly 
for Scott Maitland on the edge 
of the box. Scott’s dipping shot 
was spectacularly tipped over 
the crossbar by Kilby player of 
the year for 2016-17 Ross Mel-
drum, who safely held Willie 
Gemmell’s ensuing corner kick 
from the Saints left.

There was no further scoring 
with Saints going in at the break 
with a narrow 2-1 lead.

As in the first half the hosts 
continued to dominate posses-
sion without putting the Saints 
defence, which was superbly 
marshalled by Alex Craik, un-
der too much pressure. 

There was a loud penalty 
appeal from the home bench in 
the 63rd minute for a handball 
against Daniel Croarkin as 
Saints repelled another Kilby 
corner kick but Mr Rose was not 
convinced and signaled play on.

With the home side still ap-
pealing Saints looked to hit on 
the break and Ross Meldrum 
had to come quickly off his line 
to cut out a Craig MacEwan pass 
intended for Scott Maitland. 

After more wayward shots 
from Jamie Innes and Gavin 
Thomson Saints countered 
again on the left with Craig 
MacEwan and Scott Maitland 
linking up well to win a free kick. 
Willie Gemmell took the kick 
short to Craig MacEwan whose 
path into the box was blocked 
by Gary Smith at the expense 
of a corner kick. Ross Meldrum 
climbed above Craig MacEwan 
and Shaun MacIver but could 

only palm Willie Gemmell’s 
delivery to the back post and 
the waiting Fraser MacFarlane. 
Fraser’s hooked left foot effort 
was blocked by the chest of 
substitute Matthew Meechan 
who then took Fraser’s follow up 
right foot shot on his right cheek 
at point blank range preventing 
a certain goal. 

Saints threat on the break 
almost produced a third goal 
in the 73rd minute when Craig 
MacEwan latched onto a Willie 
Gemmell pass and lifted the ball 
over Ross Meldrum’s head but 
unfortunately also inches over 
the crossbar.

Thomas McCulloch’s goal 
kicking gained Saints consider-
able territory in the 76th minute 
from where Craig MacEwan 
won a throw-in on the left. 
Willie Gemmell’s throw was 
gathered in by Shaun MacIver 
on the corner on the 18-yard 
box and he turned and flashed 
a drive across the face of goal, 
just wide of Ross Meldrum’s left 
hand post.

Gemmell and MacIver 
combined again four minutes 
later on the right with the young 
Saints striker forcing his way 
into the box and drawing a good 
save from Meldrum at his near 
post.

After seeing out another Kilby 

corner kick in the 84th minute 
Willie Gemmell spotted Kilby 
keeper Ross Meldrum off his 
line however his attempted lob 
from 10 yards inside the Saints 
half didn’t have the legs to 
seriously trouble Meldrum who 
recovered his ground to make a 
comfortable catch.

With the home side continual-
ly probing for openings, Saints 
defended manfully restricting 
Kilby to shots from distance 
which failed to trouble Thomas 
McCulloch.

At the other end Saints re-
mained a threat on the break 
and passed up another good 
chance to settle any nerves in the 
85th minute. Craig MacEwan 
chased down what looked like 
a lost cause on the right wing 
and from almost on the bye-line 
cut back for Fraser MacFarlane 
who, from eight yards out, shot 
wide of the junction of post and 
bar.

With three valuable points 
within touching distance, man-
ager Alex Craik resisted the 
temptation to make any changes 
which might upset the balance 
of his side  preferring instead to 
take the ball to the corner flags 
at every opportunity to eat up 
valuable time.

Saints withstood a late flurry 
from the home side riding their 

luck at times as the ball bounced 
around the penalty area before 
Mr Rose, who handled the game 
well, blew for full time after four 
added minutes. The Saints play-
ers, who had worked tirelessly all 
afternoon, were delighted with 
their victory against an impres-
sive East Kilbride side who were 
probably unlucky not to take 
something from the game.

Manager Alex Craik was 
delighted with the performace 
of his team and, of course, the 
result.

He said: ‘Our squad was 
stretched to the limit, we had no 
fewer than 13 players unavailable 
for various reasons but the boys 
who played were superb. 

‘It was a great result against 
a very good East Kilbride side. 
We rode our luck at times but on 
the other hand we created three 
or four excellent chances to kill 
the game off but we didn’t take 
them.’

Saints will now turn their at-
tention to Scottish Amateur Cup 
duty with the visit to Glencruit-
ten on Saturday of Ayrshire AFA 
first division side Mauchline 
United. The match kicks off at 
2pm with referee Tony McCann 
from Helensburgh in charge.

Saints took the lead on the half 
hour mark. Daniel Croarkin 
lobbed a straight ball into the 
Kilby box which a backpedaling 
Gary McDowall attempted to 
head back to keeper Ross Mel-
drum. Meldrum found himself 
in no-man’s-land and Craig 
MacEwan nipped in to nod the 
ball over the keeper’s head and 
into the net.

Willie Gemmell’s eye for a 
pass almost sent Fraser MacFar-
lane through in the 33rd minute, 
however, Meldrum anticipated 
the danger and came quickly off 
his line to foil MacFarlane.

Saints passed up a fantastic op-

Willie Gemmell and Craig 
Mackie in action.
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Fort man 
convicted 
of hare 
coursing
POLICE have welcomed the 
conviction of a Fort William 
man, and another from Inver-
ness, after the pair admitted 
hare coursing offences.

Raymond McPhee, 25, of Fort 
William, and  Steven Campbell, 
21, of Inverness, both pleaded 
guilty to the wildlife offences 
at Inverness Sheriff Court on 
Wednesday August 23.

The two were disrupted while 
hare coursing on farmland near 
Allanfearn, east of Inverness, in 
January this year.

Both were detained after an 
overnight operation involving 
divisional and specialist re-
sources, including police dog 
handlers who tracked one of 
the men after they attempted to 
escape the scene.

Wildlife crime officer Con-
stable Daniel Sutherland said: 
‘We welcome this conviction, 
which clearly shows we will not 
tolerate illegal persecution of 
wildlife and will always take 
action against it. Hare coursing 
is a wildlife crime, not a sport, 
and it will not be tolerated in 
our rural communities.

‘I would like to thank the rural 
community for their ongoing 
support in our efforts to tackle 
wildlife crime. Information 
from the public is the lifeblood 
of such investigations and any-
one with concerns about hare 
coursing should contact police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 if you would prefer 
to remain anonymous.’

McPhee was sentenced to 100 
hours’ community service and 
Campbell was fined £300. 

Anger as transporters hog Fort roads 

A TAILBACK of more than 
300 vehicles had built up behind 
a pair of huge transporters car-
rying two giant dumper trucks 
by the time the convoy made its 
way into Fort William shortly 
after 4pm on Tuesday.

The vehicles were being 
transported from the Glen-

sanda Quarry, near Oban, and 
heading towards the A9.

There had been concern that 
transporting the massive vehi-
cles during the busiest time of 
the day would only exacerbate 
the already problematic sum-
mer traffic in town.

A82 Partnership spokesman 

Stewart MacLean said: ‘There 
was congestion for more than 
two hours on the bypass after 
the trucks passed through the 
town and our information is 
that there are to be two more 
trucks transported on Friday 
and another two on Tuesday.’

Mr MacLean is also angry 

at what he claims was shabby 
treatment by Police Scotland’s 
abnormal loads team.

He said: ‘I am very disappoint-
ed that the abnormal loads staff 
would not accept our telephone 
calls about this particular load 
and we will be taking the matter 
up with senior officers.’

NHS bosses give pledge over 
end-of-life care for patients
NHS Highland bosses are reas-
suring any end-of-life patients 
and their families anxious about 
their care after a political row 
erupted over the ending of an 
out-of-hours medical service for 
people in Mallaig and Arisaig.

News that doctors at the Mal-
laig and Arisaig Medical Practice 
were stopping their voluntary 
evening and weekend end-of-life 
care service prompted local 
Labour MSP David Stewart to 
tackle Scottish 
Health Minister 
Shona Robison 
over the issue.

Mr Stewart, 
who represents 
the Highlands 
and Islands, 
wrote to Ms Ro-
bison earlier this 
month after the 
practice GPs were 
reported saying 
the move was due 
to ‘continuing 
financial cuts to 
the practice’.

Mr Stewart is 
concerned about 
the situation, in the light of a 
shortage of rural GPs and in-
creasing strains on remote, rural 
practices.

But despite Ms Robison’s 
assurances that with health care 
staff continuing to provide this 
service for people at home and in 
the local MacKintosh Centre as 
before, it meant there should be 
‘little impact’ for the community, 
Mr Stewart was not satisifed.

‘The situation in Malliag and 
Arisaig is very worrying, despite 
assurances from the health sec-
retary. I’m keen to find out more 

from local people about this and 
would appeal for them to contact 
me,’ he told the Lochaber Times.

However, NHS Highland says 
the only difference will be that 
the community nursing team on-
call 24 hours a day for end-of-life 
care for patients in Mallaig and 
Arisaig will now contact GPs and 
clinicians based at the Belford 
Hospital in Fort William out of 
hours.

And the message from health 
bosses is that it will be ‘business 
as usual’ for the provision of end-
of-life care by the local district 

nursing team.
Mary Boyle, the 

integrated team 
leader for west and 
south Lochaber, 
said: ‘The district 
nursing team 
will continue, as 
before, to provide 
the same on-call 
service for end-of-
life care.

‘The GPs will 
also continue to 
provide end-of-
life care during 
the day. However, 
out of hours my 
team will access 

the out-of-hours GP service in 
Fort William if we need medical 
input.’

Ms Boyle said her team will also 
further enhance the planning of 
care during end of life with care-
ful management in partnership 
with the GPs, with a focus on the 
anticipation of needs to minimise 
the requirement of urgent inter-
vention during the out-of-hours 
or weekend periods.

And she added: ‘Greater detail 
will now be included in anticipa-
tory and end-of-life care plans 
by both Mallaig GPs to ensure 

THE COUNTRY’S leading 
agricultural organisation has 
thrown its weight behind efforts 
by Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Ian Blackford to get major 
supermarkets to support local 
lamb.

The National Farmers’ Union  
of Scotland’s regional manager 
for the Highlands, Ian Wilson, 
said the body was supportive of 
Mr Blackford’s plea this week 
to the chief executives of both 
Asda and Tesco, asking them to 
give preference to Scottish- or 
British-produced fresh lamb 
rather than imports.

Mr Blackford’s letter was 
triggered after the NFUS raised 
concerns when a survey carried 
out by its members revealed that 
in their Scottish supermarkets, 
Tesco and Asda promoted 
imports rather than domestic 
lamb.

This has resulted in a rise from 
just three per cent of imported 
fresh lamb on supermarket 
shelves in 2016 to 11 per cent 
this year, just as local crofters 
and farmers in Lochaber and 
the rest of the West Highlands 
take their lambs to auction.

Backing Mr Blackford’s call, 
Mr Wilson told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘There is a lot of concern 
in the Highland farming sector 

at present and we’d certainly 
like to see more local, whether 
that be Lochaber, Highland, 
Scottish or even British, produce 
such as lamb being promoted by 
the big supermarkets. ‘

Mr Blackford visited Dingwall 
Auction Mart last week and was 
shocked at the low prices being 
paid for lamb and sheep.

‘The rural economy is fragile, 
especially in the Highlands 
where crofters find it hard 
enough to make a living,’ he 
said.

‘Our product is recognised 
as being high quality and is in 
demand, but when major outlets 
such as Asda and Tesco stock 
and promote imports rather 

than the home-grown alterna-
tive, it can only restrict and re-
duce our sales which will affect 
the viability of small producers.’

Mr Blackford said that, like 
many of his constituents, he and 
his wife live on and work a small 
family croft and will be bringing 
lambs to auction soon.

‘With only 30 or so lambs, it 
may not be our main source of 
income, but it certainly helps me 
fully appreciate the problems 
facing those that rely on this.

‘I have asked both Mr Clarke 
of Asda and Mr Lewis of Tesco 
to look at what they offer in 
fresh lamb and consider the 
far-reaching implications of not 
supporting home producers’.

MP in lamb plea to supermarkets

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

MARK ENTWISTLE
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

the relevant information is there 
to support the out-of-hours GP 
service to make the best clinical 
decisions for the patient and their 
families should the need ever 
arise.’

NHS Highland says it will also 
continue to provide support in 
other ways. It has, over many 

years, supported the Mallaig 
and Arisaig medical practice 
with NHS Highland community 
nursing staff and provided treat-
ment rooms and practice nursing 
services, which will continue.

Further support, from a ‘rural 
fellow’ – a newly qualified GP 
who has signed up to the govern-

ment-funded Rural Fellowship 
Programme and is employed 
by NHS Highland – has been 
offered for this year to provide 
additional GP hours and support.

Asked if it was concerned 
for end-of-life patients in the 
Mallaig/Arisaig area, Macmillan 
Cancer Support’s strategic part-

nership manager for Scotland, 
Trisha Hatt, told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘We are working in 
partnership with NHS Highland 
and other organisations to look 
at ways of building on the good 
work that is already being done in 
palliative and end-of-life care in 
the Highlands.’

GPs will 
continue 
to provide 
end-of-life 
care

Mary Boyle
Integrated team leader

SUN SHINES ON 120TH 
LOCHABER SHOW

Music and Song in Lochaber and Argyll from Friday | Ceòl is Òrain air feadh sgìre Loch Abar agus Earra-Ghàidheal bho Dhihaoine

FULL PROGRAMME OF FESTIVAL EVENTS blas-festival.com AIRSON PRÒGRAM SLÀN NA FÈISE

Fort William: Fergie MacDonald’s 80th Birthday Bash featuring Gary Innes, Allan Henderson, Iain MacFarlane & Guests
Tiree: Donald Black Band & Mary Ann Kennedy Band | Oban: Angus Nicolson Trio, Fèis Latharna & Guests
Caol: Fèis Lochabair 25th Anniversary Cèilidh | Kinlochleven: Shinty’s Heroes with Hugh Dan MacLennan, Gary Innes & Co
Bunessan: Dìleab Uilleim with Rachel Walker, Robert Robertson, Ross Wilson, Alasdair Whyte & Jo MacDonald
Spean Bridge: Iain MacFarlane, Dermot Byrne & Ewan Robertson | Tayvallich: Donald Black, Mairi MacInnes & Fèis Latharna

Learn to Ring this September 
@ the Tulloch Ringing Centre, 

near Roy Bridge
Bellringing is the perfect mix of 
physical exertion and mental 

stimulation, producing one of the 
best loved musical sounds. 

The Tulloch Ringing Centre 
is hosting a one week 

‘Learn to Ring’ course from 
Mon Sept 18th – Fri Sept 22nd. 

In a social, team setting the course 
cost is £25 for Lochaber residents 

and £50 for all others.

For more info about the course see  
www.tullochbells.com
& general information about 

ringing in Scotland can be found: 
www.SACR.org. Any questions? 
Email tullochbells@gmail.com
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

My last few articles have been about 
children and how vision is vital for 
learning. So I thought it might be 
appropriate to discuss adult vision 
and how to maintain healthy eyes 
into old age. We are all living longer 
with the associated health problems 
that come with old age. For the 
human eye that typically means 
developing cataracts, glaucoma, 
macular degeneration and dry eyes. 
While none of these are totally 
avoidable we can all do things to 
minimise risk. Simply using sun-
glasses on bright days will reduce 
UV light entering our eyes. UV is 
associated with the development of 
cataracts and macular degeneration. 
Changing our eating habits can 
also help. There is evidence that 
vitamin C can help reduce cataract 
formation. In some countries major 
drug manufacturers have introduced 
tablets designed to minimise cata-
ract formation. They are not licensed 
for use in the EU or the UK. There is 

work ongoing to develop eye drops 
to reduce cataract formation. 
Macular degeneration is associated 
with a lack of lutein in the eye. 
Lutein protects our retinas from the 
harmful e� ects of blue light. Our 
bodies cannot manufacture lutein 
and it can only come from our diet. 
Foods that are high in lutein include 
spinach, broccoli, cabbage, kale and 
eggs. The evidence is overwhelming 
that appropriate dietary change 
de� nitely helps protect our retinas.
Dry eyes also bene� t from changes 
in our diet. By eating much more 
oily � sh e.g. salmon,herring and 
mackerel and cutting down on red 
meat we can increase the levels 
of Omega 3 in our bodies. Lack of 
Omega 3 is one of the main causes 
of dry eye.
Dietary improvements are not always 
easy. It is now possible to use food 
supplements instead. Not all food 
supplements are equal and you should 
ask your optometrist for advice.

Healthy Eyes

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

ADVERTORIAL
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� STAFF and volunteer members 
of Lochaber Sensory Care for 
Sight and Hearing Support (LSC) 
will visit Mallaig on Tuesday Sep-
tember 5. The team will be based 
in Mallaig Medical Centre from 
2-3pm, where they will o� er help 
and advice to anyone living lo-
cally with a hearing or sight loss. 
The LSC representatives will also 
supply NHS hearing aid batteries 
and re-tube and maintain the 
hearing aids. No appointment is 
necessary for this free service.

� The Kilmallie singers start their 
winter programme on Thursday 
September 7, at 7.30pm in Kil-
mallie Church of Scotland Hall, 
Caol. The evening will begin 
with a short AGM, followed by 
a rehearsal in preparation for a 
performance in April 2018. Work 
will begin on the Singers’ tradi-
tional Christmas Carol concert 
later this year. New members 
welcome. Contact 07936 413309 
with any queries.

� Lochaber Local History Society 
welcomes Dr Iain McNicol from 
Appin to the Alexandra Hotel in 
Fort William on September 7. 
Dr McNicol will give an illustrat-
ed talk on the prisoner-of-war 
camps at Kinlochleven during 
the First World War. Dr McNicol 
was part of a group from the 
Appin Historical Society which 
extensively researched the 
history of the two POW camps in 
Kinlochleven for their centenary 
in 2016.  
This season the society is plan-
ning eight talks and speakers, in-
cluding Bill Cameron, John Dye, 
Paul Rigby, Richard Sidgwick, 
Campbell Slimon and Mick Tighe. 
Subjects will range from Vikings 
in Lochaber to St Kilda and the 
history of skiing in Scotland. 
A season ticket costs £15 – or just 
£3 for each meeting.

� As part of World Suicide Pre-
vention Day, suicide awareness 
charity Chris’s House is organis-
ing a memory walk on Sunday 
September 10. Leaving from Caol 
Community Centre at noon, the 
group will walk to the canal basin 
at Corpach and then back along 
Caol shore towards the centre. 
There is a minimum £1 donation, 
which includes a rose, pebble 
and tea or co� ee. There will be 
a ra�  e, baking stall and refresh-
ments on o� er. All welcome. 
Contact 07876 425913 for more 
information.

� The Music Shed Community 
Choir is hosting its autumn 
session next week.  The session 
begins on Tuesday September 5 
at 7.30pm in St Andrew’s Church 
Hall.  Everyone is welcome. There 
are no auditions and there is no 
need to read music.   All that is 
required is a desire to sing and to 
join in the fun.  The choir socialis-
es over a cup of tea at the end of 
the evening.

� The Lochaber Sports Associa-
tion AGM is on Wednesday Sep-
tember 13 at 6.30pm at Lochaber 
Rugby Club, Banavie. The associ-
ation is  looking for nominations 
for a secretary for the grants and 
awards committee.

Gaelic plans 
for Portree

Lochaber 
MSP urges
A82 upgrade

HIGHLAND Council is seeking 
the views of local communities 
on a proposal to establish Gaelic 
medium catchment areas for the 
primary schools serving Portree 
High School.

The change is being proposed 
in line with statutory guidance 
on Gaelic medium education.

Members of the council’s peo-
ple committee have agreed to 
undertake a public consultation 
on the proposal which opened 
on Monday and will run until 
October 25.

Public meetings will be held 
in Portree on September 13, 
Broadford on September 14 and 
Dunvegan October 4.

The proposal paper and asso-
ciated documentation is avail-
able on the Highland Council 
website.

Similar exercises will be rolled 
out across the Highland Council 
area.

Decision due on Staffi n 
trust’s plans for Storr
IN AN attempt to ease prob-
lems of congestion and over-
crowding, a Skye community 
organisation is trying to buy 
land at one of the island’s 
most popular landmarks, the 
Old Man of Storr.

Staffin Community Trust 
(SCT) will find out within the 
next fortnight if its bid to pur-
chase roadside ground at the 
Storr, which is on the A855 
Portree-Staffin road, will be 
approved by owner Highland 
Council.

SCT plans to build a 
new off-road car park, 
public toilets and provide 
information at the site in a 
major development which 

has attracted significant local 
and national support. SCT 
submitted an Asset Transfer 
Request (ATR) to the council 
in March and will find out 
if it has been accepted by 
Wednesday September 6.

SCT chairman Sandy Ogliv-
ie said: ‘It is vital Highland 
Council continues to support 
this game-changing project 
with the same commitment 
and enthusiasm it has shown 
over the past few years.

‘A considerable amount of 
time and effort, along with a 
substantial feasibility budget, 
has gone into producing these 
substantial enhancement pro-
posals to one of Skye’s major 
tourist destinations.

‘It is clear no one organisa-
tion or group can provide the 
capital to achieve what is des-

perately needed at the Storr 
in terms of infrastructure 
improvements.’

The application comes as 
tourism pressures and con-
cerns about the island’s in-
frastructure were highlighted 
across the national media 
following the unprecedented 
surge in visitor numbers.

Around 150,000 people 
visited the the Storr last year, 
compared to just 63,000 in 
2005, leading to islanders 
voicing concerns about road 
safety and sanitation at the 
site.

The council’s planning, 
development and infrastruc-
ture committee agreed in 
Inverness last November to 
set aside £400,000 of devel-
opment funding for car park 
improvements at the site. In 

a report to councillors, SCT’s 
project was described as ‘ex-
citing’ and had ‘the potential 
to deliver significantly’ on the 
authority’s priorities.

If the ATR is granted, SCT 
will seek match funding from 
a variety of sources to deliver 
the proposed site capital 
works, which are currently 
estimated at up to £900,000. 

Following the SCT com-
munity consultation in 
January 2016, the consultant 
team carried out an options 
appraisal on the 82-hectare 
site, which includes a felled 
commercial forest and was 
purchased by the local au-
thority in the mid-1990s.

The council’s forthcoming 
decision on the plans follows 
on from its recent decision to 
allocate £100,000 to build a 

new car park and facilities at 
the Fairy Pools near Glenbrit-
tle on Skye. Ian Hepburn, 
chairman of Community 
Land Scotland, commented: 
‘The recently well-publicised 
challenge of providing some 
of the essential infrastructure 
for visitors and locals in Skye 
has a cost-effective answer by 
allowing willing communities 
to take on the responsibility 
through land ownership.

‘With adequate initial fund-
ing, communities elsewhere 
on the islands and across Scot-
land have already turned what 
some consider liabilities into 
revenue generating opportu-
nities for further local use. 
The proposed project from 
the Staffin Community Trust 
fits that scenario perfectly to 
the benefit of all.’

THE MSP for Lochaber has 
urged Transport Scotland offi-
cials to step up efforts to address 
congestion on the A82 in Fort 
William.

Earlier this month there were 
regular tailbacks of up to seven 
miles on the A82, as locals, busi-
nesses and tourists struggled to 
get across the town.

After hosting a week of 
surgeries throughout Loch-
aber, Kate Forbes MSP made it 
a priority to speak to Transport 
Scotland representatives about 
the issues.

Ms Forbes said: ‘I had a very 
constructive meeting with some 
of the most senior people in 
Transport Scotland.

‘I made clear my own unhap-
piness at the chronic congestion 
on the A82 through Fort 
William, and relayed anecdotes 
of people struggling to make 
appointments, meetings and 
deadlines on time.

‘We then discussed solutions 
– both short term, quick work 
and long term, more expensive 
work.’

The Lochaber MSP continued: 
‘The really significant piece is to 
build a new road to take some 
of the volume of traffic off the 
main A82 through the town.

‘I am strongly in favour of re-
aligning the A82 along the ken-
nels route, as was recommended 
years ago and thwarted locally.

‘The volume of traffic is only 
going to grow year on year, and 
we need to be prepared for next 
summer.’

STAFF and pupils of Plockton 
High School Residence cele-
brated the official opening of 
their newly completed garden 
last Thursday (August 24) 
after three years of fundraising 
and hard work.

Residence managers Marga-
ret Anne Beaton and Rachel 

Beaton were joined by staff, 
helpers, volunteers and pupils, 
as well as Susan Galloway, the 
head teacher of Plockton High 
School, and representatives 
from sponsors Tesco.

Margaret Anne Beaton said: 
‘I would like to thank everyone 
for all their hard work to get us 

to where we are now with this 
wonderful garden where pupils 
and staff can relax and enjoy 
themselves.

‘I would like to give particular 
thanks to Jean Bliss, housepar-
ent, and Shona McGuinness, 
residence officer, for all their 
endeavours in coordinating 

the project and providing this 
wonderful outdoor haven at 
Plockton High School Resi-
dence.’

The project came about after 
the hostel obtained a picnic 
bench but had nowhere suita-
ble to locate it.

Work on the garden has 

included tree planting under 
which bluebells and primroses 
will create a beautiful wood-
land area in spring; planted 
borders; growing produce in 
the communal polytunnel 
shared with the school; path-
works; and the installation of a 
water supply to the polytunnel.

The group hopes to buy land to build o� -road car parking and public toilets at one of Skye’s most popular landmarks.

WHAT’S ON  
in Lochaber

Plockton pupils open residence garden

Interested in boarding but not sure what to expect? 

Join us for Open Morning on Saturday 30th September for an 
opportunity to see our facilities, tour the school and talk to sta� 
and pupils.
We provide a wide-ranging curriculum and an extensive programme 
of extra-curricular and outdoor activities, including hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing, canoeing and much more.

To confirm your attendance at Open Morning, contact:
admissions@lomondschool.com

Come and join the 
Lomond School 
Family

lomondschool.com

‘At all stages of the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and actively involved 
in their learning. They are respectful, hard-working 
and respond very well to the overall high-quality 
learning experiences’ – said Education Scotland.
Argyll’s only boarding school is inviting families to 
come and see for themselves what makes Lomond 
so unique. 
Located in the picturesque coastal town of Helens-
burgh, with its safe community environment and 
excellent transport links, Lomond School has a long 
tradition of boarders from the West Highlands and 
Islands. 

As the top performing school in Argyll, Lomond 
o� ers a wide-ranging curriculum, including eight 
National Fives as S3/S4 and the traditional � ve 
Highers in S5. 

Extra-curricular activities include hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing and canoeing. The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme is another signi� cant feature and 
Lomond has enjoyed great success carrying out ex-
peditions both locally and abroad. In 2015, Lomond 
was the top performing school in Scotland for the 
gold award. The school also has a long-standing 
history of traditional Scottish music. 
Boarders at Lomond bene� t from excellent facilities 
with the new Burnbrae boarding house, built in 2003, 
o� ering comfortable lounges, a gym and mostly twin 
en-suite study bedrooms. Lomond also allows male 
and female siblings the opportunity to live together in 
the same boarding house. Families are also o� ered the 
� exibility of weekly boarding. 
Lomond School principal Johanna Urquhart said: ‘Here 
at Lomond we pride ourselves on taking an individ-
ual approach to the education and care of each and 
every pupil. Boarding provides a particularly reward-
ing experience thanks to our family ethos, excellent 
facilities and professional, dedicated sta� . We are also 
very proud of our long-standing links to the West of 
Scotland and would welcome any families interested 
in boarding to come and see us.’ 
A parent had this to say: ‘We would like to say that 
it’s the individual approach to education that we 
value the most, along with the breadth of the cur-
riculum from forest school to music that allows all 
the children an opportunity to excel.’
Families interested in boarding at Lomond can con-
� rm their attendance at the open morning. 
To � nd out more, please contact 
admissions@lomondschool.com 

Argyll’s only boarding school 
opens doors to interested families

ADVERTORIAL

Key facts
• High academic attainment.
• Broad-ranging curriculum.
• Extensive programme of extra-curricular 
  and outdoor learning.
• Strong focus on art, music and drama.
• Purpose-built, modern facilities.
• On demand boarding – 
   eg, weekly boarding.
• Excellent transport links to 
   the West Highlands.
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Must be booked at least two 
days in advance of travel.

ADVANCE

SINGLE
£16

 
*

RETURN
£28.60

citylink.co.uk

Travel to Glasgow 
from Fort William 

by express coach!
See the best of Scotland

and benefi t from
8 direct services a day!

*Advance Singles are available in limited numbers across selected routes only.

Son slams NHS over care 
home ‘temporary’ closure
THE SON of a former resident 
of Dail Mhor Care Home in 
Strontian has accused NHS 
Highland of closing the service 
‘by the back door’.

Malcom McNeill, whose 
mother has recently been 
forced to move from the care 
home, has hit out at NHS High-
land for temporarily closing the 
healthcare facility, claiming 
that it is ‘merely a precursor to 
the permanent closure of the 
home’.

Dail Mhor Care Home closed 
its doors on Monday (August 
28) due to ‘significant issues 
with the plumbing’, meaning 
that five residents have had to 

be rehomed in facilities in Fort 
William and Mallaig. NHS 
Highland insist the closure is 
a temporary measure but have 
been unable to give assurances 
about the future of the care 
home.

In an open letter to NHS 
Highland, Mr McNeill, from 
Lochaline, explained: ‘My mum 
has been resident at Dail Mhor 
for almost three years. Dail 
Mhor has provided a stable 
residence for her during that 
time and is within relatively 
easy reach (20 miles) of myself 
and her friends and family.

‘There is a lot of local concern 
that the proposed temporary 
closure of Dail Mhor is merely a 
precursor to the permanent clo-
sure of the home. If this proves 

to be the case, I am concerned 
that there will be a detrimental 
effect on my mother’s quality of 
life, primarily a reduction in the 
number of visitors that pop in to 
see her.

‘The trip to see her will now 
involve an 80-mile round trip 
and a ferry crossing. Due to the 
distance I will also be unable to 
bring mum back to Lochaline 
for an occasional day trip as I 
do at present.’

Mr McNeill is a former direc-
tor of a construction company 
that specialised in local author-
ity buildings and social housing, 
so is particularly interested in 
the reasons behind the closure 
of the Dail Mhor building.

‘I understand that a recent 
survey was undertaken regard-

ing potential problems with the 
heating system at Dail Mhor,’ 
Mr McNeill continued. ‘Initial-
ly there was deemed not to be a 
problem but with the impending 
closure of the home this would 
not appear to be the case.’

Marie Law, district manager 
of NHS Highland in Lochaber, 
responded to Mr McNeill’s 
concerns about the contingency 
arrangements, saying: ‘As soon 
as we became aware of the 
problem with the building we 
contacted residents, their fam-
ilies and staff to update them 
on the position and the need to 
find alternative accommoda-
tion.’

Mrs Law continued:  ‘We have 
created a wing in Invernevis 
House for the three residents 

and the staff will move with 
them to support continuity of 
care. We have also put in place 
transport arrangements should 
they be required for staff or 
families.

‘More detailed investigation 
work will now be required to 
fully assess the condition of the 
building. This will take place as 
soon as possible.’

Not satisfied with this answer, 
Mr McNeill voiced frustration 
over the lack of direct response 
to his questions and says he will 
continue to investigate the de-
cision-making and consultation 
process behind the closure of 
the home.

He added: ‘It looks as if Dail 
Mhor is going to be closed by 
the back door.’

POLICE in Lochaber are 
offering security advice to 
local businesses after a series of 
recent thefts from commercial 
premises in the area.

Officers have received reports 
of break-in incidents affecting 
rural properties in  Glenfinnan, 
Ardgour and Fort William areas 
in the last few days

Items stolen have included 
small amounts of cash and 
foodstuffs.

Anyone with any information 
should contact police in either 
Mallaig or Fort William.

Enquiries are on-going locally 
and officers working in pre-
ventions and interventions are 
now urging other businesses to 
be on their guard and to take 
precautions.

Constable Keri Jones said: ‘All 
of these recent incidents have 
occurred in quiet rural areas, 
which are unfortunately not safe 
from crime.

‘Isolated areas allow oppor-
tunistic thieves ideal conditions 
to operate undisturbed and 
unnoticed, so it is vitally impor-
tant that basic security steps are 
followed to keep properties and 
their contents safe.

‘Businesses are reminded to 
secure their properties, ensuring  
money kept within is correctly 
stored. If there’s any doubt 
about suspicious activity, report 
it to the police and give as much 
detail as possible to help us.’

If anyone has any information 
relating to suspicious behaviour 
call Police Scotland on 101 as 
soon as possible.

THE A82 Partnership elected a 
new chairman at its AGM earlier 
this month.

Councillor Ben Thompson was 
chosen by members to lead the 
group with immediate e� ect.

The A82 Partnership  is an um-
brella organisation for individ-
uals, businesses, organisations, 
local and national government, 
government agencies and 
anyone else who supports the 
upgrading of the A82. The part-
nership has been campaigning 
on the issue for almost a decade.

Councillor Thompson takes 
over from Brian Murphy who 
stepped down as chairman 
after serving in the position for 
several years. Members thanked 
Mr Murphy for his hard work and 
support over the years.

Theft
TEMPORARY portable buildings 
situated at the Glen Nevis visitor 
centre, Fort William, were broken 
into overnight between Sunday 
August 20 and Monday August 
21. 
A distinctive purple box – a 
charity collection box in aid 
of Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team – containing a quantity of 
cash was taken. Another smaller 
box containing cash collected for 
a local bird feeding initiative was 
also taken.

Tools stolen
BETWEEN 11pm on August 26 
and 9.30am on August 27, a shed 
was broken into in Morar. The 
householder had a quantity of 
garden tools stolen – namely a 
petrol lawnmower (green and 
white in colour), a McCulloch 
petrol chainsaw and a Stihl 
petrol strimmer.

POLICE are keen to speak to 
anyone who has any infor-
mation about these incidents 
and would encourage them 
to contact Fort William police 
on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111 
or online at crimestoppers-uk.
org. 

POLICE 
FILES

A82 Partnership 
elects new 
chairman

Lochaber 
Times 

01397 703003

THE NATIONAL Trust for Scotland 
has come to an agreement with an 
Aboyne-based outdoor clothing com-
pany over the use of the trademark for 
‘Glencoe’, writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

Following constructive meetings be-
tween the trust’s director of customer 
and cause, Mark Bishop, and Hilltrek 
Outdoor Clothing’s Dave Shand, the 
two parties have agreed to recognise 
Hilltrek’s prior rights to the use of the 
word ‘Glencoe’.

Hilltrek, which had received a letter 
earlier this month from NTS stating it 

was in breach of trademark, has been 
manufacturing and selling its ‘Glencoe’ 
jacket for almost 30 years.

Mr Bishop said: ‘On this occasion, we 
got it wrong. If we had done our home-
work on Hilltrek before our lawyers 
contacted them, it would have been 
clear that this was a Scottish company 
which has been manufacturing this 
product with this name for a number 
of years. Our first response would then 
have been to come to a mutual agree-
ment over the issue, which is what we 
have now achieved.

‘I am pleased to say that there will be 
no restriction on Hilltrek continuing to 
use Glencoe as before as the name of 
this product line.’

Mr Shand, director at Hilltrek Cloth-
ing, added: ‘I am delighted that we 
were able to come to an agreement so 
quickly.

‘As I have said before, the National 
Trust for Scotland does a lot of good 
work protecting and caring for the plac-
es our customers enjoy. I urge people 
to go on supporting the charity and the 
work it does.’

NTS and Hilltrek shake 
on Glencoe trademark

IMPROVEMENTS to the A82 
have been sacrificed to allow 
for the A9 dualling project, 
according to Highlands and Is-
lands regional MSP John Finnie, 
writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

Mr Finnie claims the construc-
tion programme to dual the 
A9 has been at the expense of 
upgrading Lochaber roads.

His comments come after 
news that the first section of 
the new £35 million stretch of 
dual-carriageway from Kincraig 
to Dalraddy will open to traffic 
in the coming days after two 
years of construction.

Considered to be one of the 
largest infrastructure projects 
in Scotland’s history, the total 
budget for dualling the A9 sits at 
£3 billion.

Mr Finnie said: ‘I do not 
consider the £3 billion cost of 
dualling the A9 to be money well 
spent. There is no doubt that 
much-needed improvements to 
the A82 have been sacrificed to 
pay for dualling elsewhere.

‘The Highland’s existing infra-
structure needs to be repaired 
and upgraded. Vanity projects 
such as the A9 dualling, now to 
be followed by the A96, have all 
been at the expense of the West 
Highlands.’

Cabinet secretary for economy, 
jobs and fair work Keith Brown 
claimed that the new 7.5km 
section of dual-carriageway 
will deliver a range of benefits 
to the public and the Scottish 
economy.

Mr Finnie responded: ‘It is 
for proponents of new roads to 
explain the benefit and I think 
they’ll struggle to explain the 
benefits of the A9 upgrade for 
Lochaber.

‘I support spending which 
maintains and improves the 
existing infrastructure not new 
motorways.’

The Scottish Government 
hailed that opening of the first 
stretch of the new road as a 
‘significant milestone’ towards 
creating more than 80 miles of 
dual-carriageway on the A9, all 
the way from Perth to Inverness, 
by 2025.

Lochaber pupils enjoy green-� ngered fun

LOCHABER Rural Edu-
cation Trust held its eighth 
Junior Gardening Show on 
Friday (August 25).

Chairwoman Linda Camp-
bell welcomed everyone to the 
awards presentation, saying: 
‘Our eighth Junior Gardening 
Show has been a huge success 
and the standard of entries is 
first class.

‘I would like to thank Inver-
lochy Primary School, Banavie 
Primary School and Lundavra 
Primary School who all took 
part in the trust’s Seed to Sup-

per Project 2017.  Well done to 
all the winners, everyone who 
entered and all the volunteers 
and judges who helped to 
make the event such a success.’

Awards were presented by 
trust manager Moira Hartley, 
chairwoman Linda Campbell 
and Isabel Campbell MBE.

Results
Best vegetable exhibit: Ba-

navie.
Best flower exhibit: Logan 

Spence, Inverlochy.
Most outstanding exhibit 

in pre-school classes: Lucas 
Rowsell, Inverlochy.

Most outstanding exhibit in 
nursery and P1 classes: Lucas 
Martin, Banavie.

Most outstanding exhibit in 
primary school classes P2-3: 
Archie Kennedy, Banavie.

Most outstanding exhibit in 
primary school classes P4-7: 
Megan Pescod, Banavie.

Most outstanding exhibit 
in secondary school classes: 
Mya MacPhee, Lochaber High 
School.

Special prize class 15: Mya 

MacPhee, Lochaber High 
School.

The Marie MacLean ‘Collie’ 
Competition

Special prize class 6: Corey 
MacTavish, Banavie.

Special prize class 9: Kalina, 
Banavie.

Special prize class 12: Erin 
Sharpe, Banavie.

The Marie MacLean Memo-
rial Trophy: Mya MacPhee, 
Lochaber High School.

The Duncan Trophy – 
Playgroup with most points: 
Inverlochy.

Giggles Childcare Trophy 
– Nursery with most points: 
Banavie.

United Auctions Trophy 
– Primary school with most 
points: Inverlochy.

Vic MacPherson Cup – Pri-
mary school with most points 
in Dahlia’s: Lundavra.

Open Section
The Linda Campbell Spoon 

– Lady with most points: 
Amanda Spence.

The Isabel Campbell Tank-
ard – Man with most points: 
Logan Spence.

Winners of the Lochaber Rural Education Trust gardening competition. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

Fort roads 
sacrifi ced for 
A9 ‘vanity 
project’

Police issue 
advice after 
string of 
rural crimes

The new A9 dual-carriageway 
way between Kincraig and 

Dalraddy opened last week.

Mark Bishop, right, 
the National Trust for 

Scotland’s director 
of customer and 
cause, and Dave 
Shand of Hilltrek 
Outdoor Clothing 
have reached an 

agreement on the use 
of the word ‘Glencoe’.
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View from the Chamber
LOCHABER Chamber of Commerce 
represents businesses throughout the area 
with a focus on encouraging economic 
growth, job creation and promoting Lo-
chaber as a great place to live, work, study 
and visit.

Earlier this month, Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce’s premium members were 
treated to an exclusive glimpse behind 
the scenes at one of our area’s biggest 
employers when we held our regular 
Business Forum meeting at the Liberty 
British Aluminium’s Lochaber Smelter 
in Fort William.

After a wide-ranging discussion 
at the Business Forum meeting, the 
Premium Members group were taken 
on a short but fascinating tour of the 
site under the watchful eye of Brian 
King, managing director of Lochaber 
operations for Liberty and its sister 
GFG Alliance Company, SIMEC.

The aluminium smelter is a key part of 
the modern fabric of Lochaber – the huge 
pipes leading down the hill into the plant 
have become an iconic part of the Fort 
William landscape and the work that the 
smelter has provided has been a major 
driver for economic growth in the area.

While we watched the ongoing 
operations and visited the vast 
powerhouse built in 1929, we also heard 
about the ambitious plans for the future 
of the plant. The company plans to 
extend the business on site to include 
the manufacture of car wheels and 
other advanced auto-components.

This represents a huge investment 
which Liberty estimates will generate 
approximately 600 direct and indirect jobs. 

At Lochaber Chamber of Commerce we’ll 
be working hard to ensure that businesses 
can maximise the opportunities that this 
will bring across all sectors.

At the Chamber, we’re committed 
to helping our members achieve their 
business goals. If you’d like to join our 
thriving Chamber of Commerce or if 
you’re an existing member and you’d like 
to upgrade to premium membership, 
give us a call on 01397 705 765.

Happy Valley lives up to its name as 
sun shines on 120th Lochaber Show
FERRETS and falcons mingled 
with terriers and tug-o-war, cou-
pled with a display of the finest 
local livestock and horses, and 
drew the crowds to Inverlochy 
Castle Farm at Happy Valley, 
just outside Fort William, for 
Saturday’s staging of the 120th 
Lochaber Agricultural Show.

The sun made a welcome 
appearance after a week of wet 
weather, although the still sod-
den state of the ground soon saw 
a host of cars and vans having 
to be towed out of the car park 
field as it became more and more 
churned up as the afternoon 
wore on – one local four-wheel-
drive owner who pitched in to 
help personally notching up a 
tally of more than 30 stuck vehi-
cles towed free.

None of that took smiles off 
the faces of the hundreds who 
streamed through the gates, 
however, and none more so than 
from those entrants who emerged 
as the show’s champions.

In the sheep lines, Lochaline’s 
blackface sheep legend John 
Nudds proved yet again, if an-
ymore proof were needed, that 
his 40-strong Torr Na Faire flock 
on Morvern really is something 
special.

Mr Nudds’s gimmer, Special, 
which has swept all before it on 
the show circuit, picked up the 
overall champion of champions 
title.

The supreme cattle champion-
ship went to Robert and David 
Wright, of Woodend, Ardgour, 
for their Lodge Hamlet Limou-
sin calf.

From the equine classes, Karen 
Smith emerged as overall winner 
with her Highland champion, 
Bunnahabhain of Altnaciche.

In the handicrafts section, the 
WRI Cup went to Edythe Know-
les, while the Mrs Elma MacK-
ellar Cup for most points in the 
whole handcraft section went to 
Hydi Flux with 107 points.

It was in the sheep lines where 
some of the toughest judging 
decisions had to be made, and 
judges Paul Spencer and John 
Maxwell certainly had their work 
cut out for them such was the 
high quality of the animals on 
show.

Mr Spencer, judging the 
pure breeds and cross breeds, 
plumped for  the four-shear 
Cheviot tup, St John’s Kirk Red 
Mist, from Iain MacKay, of Tor-
loisk Farm on Mull, as his worthy 
champion.

Mr Maxwell had chosen Mr 
Nudds’s gimmer, as his favourite 
from the blackface entry.

However, the two judges had 
to agree to disagree on which 
animal deserved the interbreed 
sheep title and the adjudicatior 
was called in, giving the nod to 
the blackface.

‘The Cheviot is a very deserving 
overall reserve champion – and 
in my mind should have been 
champion,’ Mr Spencer told the 
Lochaber Times. ‘The Cheviot 
was a very correct ram, outstand-
ing in fact.

‘John and I had to agree to have 
what you could call a mutual dis-
agreement,’ laughed Mr Spencer.

Mr Maxwell was equally 
effusive about the Torr Na Faire 
blackface: ‘It is a great repre-
sentative of the breed, with very 

good shape, great body and good 
character as well.’

Despite seeing his ram pipped 
for the overall championship 
this year, Mr MacKay was still 
delighted: ‘I’m really pleased – 
this is the second time he’s been 
Cheviot champion, winning last 
year as well, and he was overall 
sheep champion last year.

‘Picking up trophies like these 
today is very rewarding because 
it is confirmation of a year of 
hard work.’

Robert and David Wright were 
equally delighted with their 
Lodge Hamlet Limousin calf 
which also just keeps on winning 
titles.

‘We’re very pleased to win here 
– it’s the Lochaber Show after 
all, which is a prestigious event 
to win at,’ said Mr Wright senior.

Show president Malcolm Cam-
eron was another, mostly, happy 
face.

‘Yes, it’s great that we’ve got 
some good weather to get folk out 
and through the gates, although 
it’s making a real mess of the 
man’s field,’ he said grimly, as 
another car got a helpful tow free 
of the mud.

‘I think cattle entries might be 
down a wee bit. There’s a lot of 
hard work involved in showing 
cattle. That aside, the turn out is 
very good.’

Asked what the feeling was 
among the local agricultural 
community on the state of farm-
ing generally, Mr Cameron said 
many were concerned about the 
future.

‘They are very worried, to be 

honest. This area did quite well 
out of Brussels and people are 
not sure we will do as well out of 
London after Brexit.

‘So a lot of people are very 
concerned and a large part of that 
is due to the uncertainty. People 
have no idea whatsoever what is 
happening. It’s a very worrying 
time.

‘Days like this, however, are 
very enjoyable and people can 
mix with friends and take their 
mind off things for a bit.

‘It’s fantastic that we have all 
these other attractions and dis-
plays, but we always ensure that 
livestock is kept at the heart of 
the show. That’s very important.’

For more pictures and show 
results, visit www.lochabertimes.
co.uk

Clockwise from main above: 
Welcome sunshine drew a 
good crowd to Saturday’s 

Lochaber Agricultural Show; 
Lochaber Show president 
Malcolm Cameron; Joker 

the Ferret; John Nudds with 
his clutch of trophies; There 

was some � erce competition 
in the tug-o-war; Lochaber 
Schools Pipe Band kept the 
crowd entertained; Sheep 

shearing proved entertaining 
for spectators to the show; The 

high quality of sheep entries 
kept judge Paul Spencer 

busy; Karen Smith with horse 
Best in Class, Bunnahabhain; 
Jenni French and Munchkin, 

winners of the fancy dress 
competition; John Nudds with 
his winning Blackface gimmer; 

The winning Highland heifer 
from Leys Castle Farm, shown 

here by Dale Scott. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write 
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info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Needing more room?
Needing a new kitchen?

When you need  
more space and you need a
new kitchen

Here’s the solution - 

A Kitchen Extension
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500,000 Scots  
have joined 
the bowel  
movement.

Do yours – it could be a lifesaver. 
The bowel cancer screening test – not the most  
pleasant thing in the world. But it’s the best way  
to catch it early and, if you do, you’re 14 times more  
likely to survive. So if you’re aged between 50 and 74,  
do your test and join the bowel movement.

Visit getcheckedearly.org or call 0800 0121 833

Jacobites on the march

THE JACOBITE heritage 
group Na Fir Dileas – The Loy-
al Men – marched from Spean 
Bridge to High Bridge on 
Sunday to commemorate the 
first skirmish in the Jacobite 
Uprising of 1745. 

The army of Jacobites walked 

half a mile from the commando 
memorial to the ruins of Gen-
eral Wade’s High Bridge – the 
site of the first shots fired in the 
Jacobite Rising in August 1745 
– wearing full 18th century cos-
tume, with banners waving and 
led by a piper. 

Once at High Bridge, there 
was a commemorative service 
with an explanation of what 
happened on that August day 
269 years ago.

Pictured are members of Na 
Fir Dileas during their march. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Ferry options 
moved to top 
of agenda
AN OPTIONS appraisal on the Corran 
Ferry service will now take place in the 
current financial year following the cha-
os brought about by its recent breakdown 
and the unavailability of the reserve 
vessel.

Highland Council’s Lochaber Area 
Committee members agreed the move at 
their recent August meeting.

The Council Redesign Board for Trans-
port Services, which included the Corran 
Ferry Service, made an undertaking in 
February for an appraisal to include the 
options of in-house service delivery; an 
arms-length external organisation and 
out-sourcing to another provider.

Committee members heard costs 
resulting from last month’s breakdown 
of the lifeline service totalled £39,000, 
which included a loss of £30,000 in fares.

In the report discussed by area commit-
tee members last week, Richard Porte-
ous, road operations manager, and Robin 
Pope, policy and programmes manager, 
stated the increasing age of the vessels 
inevitably meant that the likelihood of 
mechanical failure was rising.

Trials undertaken two years ago with 
CalMac’s strongest suitable vessel of a 
comparable size were unsuccessful due 
to the design of CalMac vessels, which 
are roll-on-roll-off, and unable to oper-
ate in the strong tidal current end-on to 
the Corran slipway.

A suggestion that the Royal Navy 
could be asked to supply landing craft 
may be looked into, but to transport an 
equivalent number of cars would require 
more than one and there could still be 
technical difficulties due to landing craft 
having ramps at the bow. 

In addition, if enough cars cannot 
be transported quickly enough, traffic 
queues would quickly build up out onto 
the A82.

Alternative passenger vessels being 
considered by council officials include 
the ferries at Treslaig, Cromarty and 
Glenelg. 

It is intended to continue work to enable 

trials to be arranged in the autumn when 
seasonally operated vessels are likely to 
be available.

As recommended by the German 
steering engineers at their recent visit, 
the valves in the Corran Ferry’s steering 
system will be replaced at her next refit 
in October.

They also recommend that the control 
system for the steering is replaced at the 
next earliest opportunity, which is the 
October 2018 refit.

The latest cost estimate for replacing 
the control system is £140,000, to be met 
from the vessel’s maintenance budget.

Meetings are also planned with Stage-
coach and Shiel buses to discuss contin-
gency plans for any similar situation in 
the future.

Speaking to the Lochaber Times this 
week, Andrew Baxter, councillor for 
Fort William and Ardnamurchan and 
chairman of the Lochaber Area Com-
mittee, said it had taken many years 
of campaigning by councillors and the 
peninsula communities for the council 
to finally agree it needed to look at the 
long-term sustainability of the Corran 
Ferry.

‘Since the council first decided to hike 
ferry fares by more than 20 per cent in 
one year, I’ve argued that fiddling around 
with fare structures is not the answer - we 
need to decide whether a ferry is the best 
option, if so how it funded, and if a fixed 
link is viable and affordable,’ Mr Baxter 
added. 

‘Unfortunately, it took a complete loss 
of service across the Corran Narrows and 
the ensuing chaos for council officers to 
realise that this is not some parochial 
issue that Lochaber councillors like to 
make a lot of noise about for this to rise 
towards the top of their agenda.’

AQUACULTURE may not be 
considered the most glamorous 
of careers, but one young Fort 
William fish farmer is looking 
to change that, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

Jack Fraser, 22, is one of the 
rising stars of the aquaculture 
industry having recently won two 
national awards, and he is keen to 
show the next generation there is 
more to being a fish farmer than 
people think.

Along with his job as assistant 

manager at a sea farm in Kin-
gairloch, Jack has taken on an 
ambassadorial role with Marine 
Harvest, visiting schools to 
teach young people about career 
opportunities in fish farming and 
change people’s perceptions.

He explained: ‘I recently went to 
Lochaber High School and many 
of the comments are the same. 
People think it’s only about han-
dling fish all day, but they don’t 
realise the number of different 
roles. Getting your hands dirty 

can certainly be one part of the 
job, but there is so much more. It’s 
an incredibly satisfying and chal-
lenging role and this is what I want 
to get across to young people who 
are considering their options.’

In just six years, Jack has 
progressed from feeding fish 
after school for pocket money 
to being an assistant manager at 
Kingairloch Sea Farm. Not only 
this, in March this year, Jack 
won the prestigious Aquaculture 
and Modern Apprenticeship 

categories at Lantra Scotland’s 
Aquaculture Learner of the Year 
Awards.

Jack started a SQV Level 2 
Modern Apprenticeship scheme 
in 2015 which combines practical 
work at one of Marine Harvest’s 
fish farms, with study through 
Inverness College UHI and aims 
to prepare apprentices for the 
working environment and has 
helped Jack secure his  current 
role. Jack is one of a long line of 
Frasers who have made a name 

for themselves in aquaculture. 
His father, Iain, has been working 
in the industry for more than 
30 years and Jack’s uncle, Neil 
Fraser, also farmed salmon, as do 
several of his cousins.

Jack puts a lot of his early success 
down to support and guidance 
from his father, saying: ‘Without 
the encouragement of my dad, 
I wouldn’t be where I am today. 
He taught me the importance of 
listening to others and learning 
from them.’

AUGUST has proved to be a bumper 
month for visitors to the West High-
land Museum in Fort William, with 
the attraction reporting its best week 
ever in almost 40 years, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

One of the oldest museums in the 
Highlands, the museum in the town’s 
Cameron Square first opened its 
doors in 1922 thanks to a group of 
town residents.

Manager since 2012, Colleen 
Barker says the week of the recent 
visit to the town by the Black Watch 
cruise ship saw visitor numbers to 
the museum set a new record for the 
last 39 years.

‘We had 3,172 people come through 
the doors that week - up from the 
previous best of 2,882, and at one 
point over the course of a single hour 
on the Monday that week we had 238 
visitors,’ she told the Lochaber Times.

‘Sales were also up to set a new 
weekly record of £2,048 - the record 
before was £1,500 in a week.

‘We also took in £680 in donations, 

so it was very succesful. I think the 
wet weather obviously played a role 
in driving folk to look for something 
to do indoors and, of course, we had 
passengers from the Black Watch in 
the town as well.’

Ms Barker added that the hugely 
popular American-made television 
series, Outlander, which is set in the 
Highlands, was also, she felt, part of 
the reason for the additional visitor 
numbers this month.

‘I think that’s especially true of 
visitor numbers from the United 
States - a lot of them are Outlander 
fans,’ she added.

She explained the museum kept 
records of attendances dating right 
back and says the introduction of 
free entry some five or six years ago 
had seen a major boost in visitor 
numbers.

And she added that the week of the 
Black Watch’s visit also saw more 
visitors from a wider range of nations 
than ever before.

‘The biggest proportion were from 

other parts of the UK, followed by 
visitors from European countries, 
mainly France, Spain, Italy, Germa-
ny and Holland, and of course quite 
a few from the USA.’

One of the oldest museums in 
the Highlands, the West Highland 
Museum, which opens all year 
round, was set up by a group of town 
enthusiasts.

And it was in 1925, after several 
temporary exhibitions and the acqui-
sition of significant collections, that 
the museum launched a fundraising 
appeal that saw it purchase the pres-
ent building, a former branch of the 
British Linen Bank, a year later.

The museum focuses on collecting, 
conserving and displaying items 
of significance and historical and 
cultural interest related to the West 
Highland area.

The collections span a wide range 
of subjects, from archaeology to 
modern industry, with a special 
emphasis on the Jacobite risings of 
the 18th century.

Museum celebrates best 
week in nearly 40 years

Museum manager Colleen Barker outside the West Highland Museum. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

Councillor’s 
dismay over 
control room 
closure plan
POLICE SCOTLAND’S pro-
posals to close its control room 
in Inverness and establish two 
national database enquiry units 
(NDEUs) have been questioned 
by a leading Lochaber councillor.

The comments from the chair-
man of Highland Council’s Loch-
aber Committee Andrew Baxter, 
councillor for Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan, followed a 
presentation by Police Scotland 
to councillors earlier this week.

Councillor Baxter said: ‘I am 
dismayed at these proposals 
being presented today as if it 
were a fait accompli. We were 
promised a unit in Inverness to 
serve the whole of Scotland with 
an increase in jobs. This sudden 
change in position has been taken 
without proper consultation and 
public engagement.

‘The Scottish Police Authority 
(SPA) has not yet had a chance to 
consider this alternative proposal 
to have two NDEUs, nor to view 
the business case and scrutinise 
the options and the rationale.

‘It is imperative that proper 
scrutiny is applied and decisions 
are made in the best interests of 
the people of the Highlands.’

Mr Baxter said he noted the 
assurances given by Police 
Scotland regarding the safety of 
the control room in Dundee, but 
added that the council remained 
opposed to the closure of the 
Inverness control room and cen-
tralisation of resources out with 
the Highlands.

‘Loss of geographical knowl-
edge remains a key risk,’ he 
added.

Asked by the Lochaber Times 
to address Councillor Baxter’s 
concerns, Assistant Chief 
Constable John Hawkins, said: 
‘Earlier this month I had a pro-
ductive meeting with members of 
Highland Council, during which 
I had the opportunity to outline 
the enhanced levels of service 
that on-going improvements have 
made to call-handling across the 
country.

‘My desire is to bring these 
improvements to all communities 
across Scotland including the 
Highlands and islands.

‘I also had the opportunity 
to explain in some detail our 
proposals for the creation of the 
National Database Enquiry Unit 
(NDEU), which will provide 
support to operational police 
officers across the country.

‘Our proposal will see the 
creation of a facility in Inverness 
working alongside staff in Glas-
gow. 

‘The new Inverness unit, which 
will operate 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, will use the skills 
and expertise of existing staff in 
this critical function supporting 
local policing.

‘A paper outlining the plans will 
be presented to the SPA Board 
on September 28.’

Award-winning fi sh farmer wants to make a change

Jack Fraser
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MORE than 70 members of Clan Hen-
derson visited Glencoe for an emotional 
visit to their ancestral homeland.

The visit was part of a Scottish tour 
organised by clan commissioner for 
Scotland Allen Henderson, with the 
majority of attendees hailing from North 
Carolina.

Chief of Clan Henderson Alasdair 
Henderson of Fordell and his wife also 
attended the event.

In spite of the poor weather, the Hen-
dersons marched from Bridge of Coe 
to the Massacre Cross in the morning, 
accompanied by the clan’s own piper, 
Rev D Henderson, who had previously 
visited the glen in 2014.

As the members assembled at the cross, 
a ‘burning of the order’ took place using 
a replica of the order captain Robert 
Campbell had issued in 1692 to put all 
to the sword.

Many Hendersons were slain at the 

Massacre of Glencoe, alongside the Mac-
Donalds and other clans and a two-min-
ute silence followed with prayers for all 
who perished on that fateful morning.

Clan members then proceeded through 
the village to St Mary’s Church, where 
two ‘hand-fasting’ ceremonies took 
place.

Afterwards the members dispersed 
for lunch, followed by a visit to Glencoe 
Museum and the National Trust Centre, 
Glencoe.

Despite the heavy rain, clan members 
vowed to return to Glencoe. 

CROFTERS have submitted hundreds 
of objections against the EDF wind farm 
proposal to build 36 turbines on crofting 
land in Lewis without the crofters’ con-
sent.

Plans for the Stornoway Wind Farm 
scheme have been submitted to the 
Scottish Land Court by multinational 
engineering firm EDF and their current 
partners in the scheme, Amec-Fos-
ter-Wheeler, under Section 19 of the 
Crofters Act.

A Section 19 application is the request 
for permission to go ahead with devel-
opment on crofting ground regardless 
of whether the crofters in the townships 
affected would be in favour of the devel-
opment or not. 

Four of the townships affected by EDF’s 
planning application are known to be 
opposed because they want to be able 
to build their own, community-owned, 
turbines on the same land.

The objections that are known so far – 
more than 200 – have come mainly from 
these four townships but it is believed 
that crofters from neighbouring villages 
have also submitted objections.

It is thought to be the first time a mul-
tinational wind farm has been met with 
objections from crofters wanting to build 
their own turbines and the number of 
objections is likely to result in the land 
court convening hearings in Stornoway to 
hear the crofters’ case.

A FIVE-YEAR project to transform the North Corran 
play park in Ardgour has been given a boost thanks to 
grants totalling nearly £37,000.

Ardgour Improvements (SCIO), the community group 
leading the development, is to receive a Scottish Action 
Fund Grant of £26,961 to help revamp the play park, 
while funding from the National Lottery’s small grants 
programme has contributed a further £10,000.

Mrs MacInnes, secretary of Ardgour Improvements, 
said: ‘The existing play park in Ardgour is  popular but 
no longer fit for purpose as the two pieces of equipment 
are rusty, outdated and need upgrading.

‘The grants from WREN and the National Lottery 
Awards for All Scotland will allow us to install the new 
equipment and safety surfacing.  

‘Ardgour Primary School and Nursery pupils have 
chosen the winning design by HAGS.SMP.’

New innovative pieces of play equipment will be 
installed along with safety surfacing.  At the request 
of children there is an emphasis on climbing within the 
design.

Mrs MacInnes continued: ‘The enthusiastic support 
from within the local area was a big factor in winning 
funding for the project. 

‘We are delighted that work will start on the new play-
park at the beginning of September.

‘We hope the park will become a gathering place for 
local people and visitors.’

In addition to WREN and National Lottery Awards 
for All Scotland, funding has been awarded by Ardgour 
Area Fund, Ardgour Community Council and Lochaber 
Housing Association.

Fundraising was supported by Morrisons supermarket 
with a bag packing session and the Inn at Ardgour with 
a collection bottle.

A SOCIAL enterprise group in Kinlochleven has been 
rewarded for its work after being shortlisted for a busi-
ness award.

Kinlochlovin’ has been shortlisted for the best social 
enterprise award at this year’s Highland Business 
Awards.

Kinlochlovin’ is a constituted social enterprise and 
OSCR registered charity which has been set up in order 
to support all young people in the Kinlochleven High 
School catchment area to participate in enhancing ac-
tivities to promote health and wellbeing, social inclusion 
and social justice.

Head teacher Rebecca Machin said: ‘Congratulations 
to Kinlochlovin’ which has been shortlisted for the Best 
Social Enterprise Award at this year’s Highland Business 
Awards. The awards ceremony is on Friday September 
29 at the Drumossie Hotel. Many congratulations on 
being shortlisted and we wish you all the very best for 
the final.’

A FORT WILLIAM charity has welcomed a grant of 
£8,000 from Bank of Scotland Foundation towards its 
community car scheme.

Care Lochaber is one of three Highlands charities 
to be sharing grants totaling £27,210, awarded by the 
foundation in the first half of 2017.

Care Lochaber’s community car scheme works with 
volunteer drivers, who use their own cars to provide 
transport to those who have difficulty accessing public 
transport because of ill health, injury or mobility issues. 
With a population spread over a large area and a limited 
public transport service, travel within Lochaber is a 
major problem with some clients living up to 50 miles 
from a supermarket or major health centre.

Due to the increasing demand for the service, the grant 
will help cover costs of the recruitment and training of 
volunteers, as well as volunteer expenses and general 
running costs related to the project.

The organisation’s team of friendly volunteers give 
around 450 hours of their time each month and carry out 
almost 5,500 journeys over the course of a year.

Lara Van de Peer, charity manager at Care Lochaber,  
said: ‘We were absolutely delighted to receive this grant 
from Bank of Scotland Foundation as it will allow us to 
help elderly and immobile people across Lochaber get to 
the places that they need to be.’

The final tranche of the 2017 small and medium grants 
is now open and charities have until 12 noon on October 
6 to send in their applications. The 2018 large grants 
programme will open early in January next year. 

Ardgour

Kinlochleven

Fort William

Glencoe 

Western Isles

The photograph complete with the o� ending 
caption...

LOCHABER families 
gathered together for 
the third annual SiMBA 
(Simpson’s Memory Box 
Appeal) butterfly release 
in Glen Nevis, earlier this 
month.

SiMBA is a charity 
that honours babies who 
have died, been stillborn 
or miscarried. The annual 
SiMBA butterfly release 
is a poignant event, gath-
ering bereaved families 
together as they release a 
live butterfly in honour of 
the memory of the baby 
they couldn’t watch grow 
up.

SiMBA was represented 
by Lochaber facilita-
tors Leah Whyte and Mi-
chael McGuire, assisted by 
SiMBA Highland ambas-
sador Susan M Simpson. 
Ingrid Henderson and 
Dougie Beck provided the 
musical accompaniment.

Leah Whyte releases a butter� y with her son Yusuf and fellow member Michael McGuire 
and his daughter Amelie. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

Butterfl y release in honour of lost babies

THE ANNUAL Lochaber 
Gathering Festival of Piping 
was in a damp Fort William 
on Saturday.

Pipers and judges were 
relieved to be sheltered 
indoors at the Nevis Centre 
to witness a fine selection 
of entries – except in the 
juniors.

Piping convenor Allan 
MacColl, writing in the pro-
gramme notes, commented: 
‘On a less positive note, the 
seriously depleted number 
of junior competitors from 
the Highlands is worry-
ing. Locally, other than two 
highly talented entrants, no 
Lochaber players seem will-
ing to compete as soloists.

‘This is a drastic change 
from the halcyon days when 
Lochaber pipers competed 
and won an ample share of 
the top prizes. I commend 
the entrants from other 
parts of Scotland and from 

overseas who appear, de-
spite their long journeys.’

Finlay Cameron was the 
standout performer for the 
juniors, winning three un-
der-18 competitions, while 
the senior competitions 
proved to be a bit more 
competitive with Derek 
Midgley, Ben Duncan, Ste-
ven Leask, Matt Pantaleoini 
and Gordon McCready all 
taking top spots.

Some of the pipers even 
braved the weather and 
travelled west to pipe at 
the Glenfinnan Gathering, 
which coincided with the 
competition in Fort Wil-
liam.

Senior results
P/A piobaireachd, An Tuagh 

Oir:
1 Derek Midgley, Paisley.
2 Alan Russell, Kelty.
3 Nick Hudson, USA.
4 Innes Smith, Glasgow.
P/A march, Lochaber Gather-

ing Gold Medal:
1 Ben Duncan, Edinburgh.

2 Gordon McCready, Glas-
gow.

3 Alan Russell, Kelty.
4 Steven Leask, Glasgow.
P/A strathspey and reel:
1 Gordon McCready, Glas-

gow.
2 Alan Russell, Kelty.
3 Michael Fitzhenry, Paisley.
4 Steven Leask, Glasgow.
B/C grade piobaireachd:
1 Steven Leask, Glasgow.
2 John Dew, Crieff.
3 Duncan Beattie, Linlithgow.
4 Ben Duncan, Edinburgh.
B/C grade march, strathspey 

and reel:
1 Matt Pantaleoni, USA.
2 Ross Miller, Glasgow.
3 Sandy Cameron, Roy 

Bridge.
4 Peter McCalister, Dunblane.
Open hornpipe and jig:
1 Gordon McCready, Glas-

gow.
2 Steven Leask, Glasgow.
3 Andrew Donlon, USA.
4 Ross Miller, Glasgow.
Junior results
18 and under piobaireachd:
1 Finlay Cameron, Roy 

Bridge.
2 Hamish Drennan, Drum-

nadrochit.
3 Martin MacRae, Conchra.

18 and under march, 
strathspey and reel:

1 Finlay Cameron, Roy 
Bridge.

2 Finlay Frame, West Kil-
bride.

3 Hamish Drennan, Drum-
nadrochit.

18 and under hornpipe and 
jig:

1 Finlay Cameron, Roy 
Bridge.

2 Finlay Frame, West Kil-
bride.

3 Hamish Drennan, Drum-
nadrochit.

15 and under piobaireachd:
1 Luke Kennedy, Strathaven.
2 Brodie Watson-Massey, 

Edinburgh.
3 Andrew Ferguson, Dollar.
15 and under march, 

strathspey and reel:
1 Brodie Watson-Massey, 

Edinburgh.
2 Ruairidh Brown, Dunblane.
3 Luke Kennedy, Strathaven.
15 and under jig:
1 Brodie Watson-Massey, 

Edinburgh.
2 Luke Kennedy, Strathaven.
3 Andrew Ferguson, Dollar.
Youngest competitor: Ru-

airidh Drennan, Drumnadro-
chit.

Piping festival success but lack 
of juniors raises concerns

Junior winners, left-right: Brodie Watson-Massie, Luke Kennedy, Finlay Cameron and Ruariadh Drennan. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image. F34 Lochaber Piping 01IF. 

More late summer 1980s musings
A NEW town hall within 10 years. Who is seeking 
to pull the wool over the eyes of the locals? 
Let’s have some proof that Fort William really 
is moving towards the replacement of our much-
loved, but ill-fated Cameron Square facility.

� Lochaber is currently getting daily mentions 
on radio  and TV – thanks to the Hit Parade. The 
Proclaimers’ chart-climbing, social commentary, 
‘Letter from America’, highlights ‘Lochaber No 
More’ in relation to our current employment 
situation. Maybe they’ll make a follow-up record 
and call it ‘Lochaber – and Aonach Mor - Once 
More’.

� Johnny Sulaiman was in the NUPE Club for a 
pint the other night. Pint was duly drawn off and 
placed before him. But it looked  a bit flat. Said 
Johnny, eyeing it up, ‘There’s not much cream on 
the top of that, Sandra’!

Not to be outdone, Sandra countered, ‘Would 
you like some ICE cream with your pint, Johnny’? 
Johnny just laughed, and went over to join the 
domino table. 

In the middle of the first game Sandra came 
across from the bar, bearing a plate with two 
vanilla ices – and a strawberry jelly! Said a club 
committee member, ‘It’s the first time I’ve ever 
seen Johnny Sulaiman blush’!

� Great confusion at the Belford at the weekend. 
A lorry driver – all the way from Romania – 
arrived to collect some X-Ray equipment which is 
destined to be used in his home country. He had 
no English and, surprise, surprise, nobody in the 
Belford could speak his language!  

Ah, but wait. After the driver had produced his 
requisition note, which was in the form of a Telex 
message, the Belford Brains Trust came up with 
a series of their foreign language cards which are 
invaluable for communicating with casualties from 
overseas.

Once everyone had waded through the time-hon-
oured phrases like ‘Where do you come from’?, 
‘Where does it hurt’?, ‘We will be sending you for 
an X-Ray’, ‘Do you wish the toilet?’,  the Roma-
nian and the Belford staff got on like a postillion 
struck by lightning.

� Did YOUR car end up in the Crater District 
of Victoria Road and Alma Road last Friday? No 
signs; no warning. Nothing at all, except the deep 
ridges which had replaced the dug-up tarmac. To 
add insult to cars and composure, several drivers 
met a region lorry coming the wrong way out of 
Victoria Road onto Belford Road. The place is 
going daft, honest. 

Not only that, but since the signs on the 
approaches to Nevis Bridge Roundabout disap-
peared, hardly anybody indicates or signals their 
intention there any more.

� Then there was the coalman who phoned a 
Corpach customer to ask if he could alter her 
order. ‘It says here that you want 13 bags’, said the 
coalman. ‘But I’m a bit superstitious, so would you 
mind having 14’? Not 12, you’ll notice.

� Did you think that the days of Across-the-
High-Street chat had disappeared as the Fort 
becomes a busier place? Not a bit of it. How about 
this for a street scene. ‘Hello, Mrs Mac. I see 
you’re carrying your electric fire with you. Are 
you feeling the cold today?’ Mrs Mac was, indeed, 
bearing a two-bar heater along the pavement, but 
she countered the question with ‘ Aye, but it’s not 
switched on’...

� I see that Malcolm Rifkind and Lord Young 
had an Away Day on Saturday. They travelled on 
the Royal Scotsman Steam Train and, as befits 
potential ‘Tory Wets’, they went out on the Mallaig 
Lifeboat as well. In true West Highland fashion 
the train had to be halted near Lochailort because 
of ‘sheep on the line’. While the train was stopped, 
I hope the crofters took the chance to have a 
sharp word with the duo about the Poll Tax.

� Thousands of tickets for the Ben Race Raffle. 
All in books of 10. Now, in books of 10, the 
counterfoils tend to get stuck together. 

So how does race secretary, George MacFarlane, 
manage to get all the tickets folded and into 
the drum for the draw? First of all he puts the 
whole lot into another drum – of the tumble drier 
at home. In no time at all he has thousands of 
individual counterfoils. And the numbers aren’t 
rubbed off, either.

� The autumn of this year (1987) marks the 
Silver Jubilee of the North East daily’s insistence 
on hyphenating Fort-William. Oops, I’ve done it 
myself, now. Now nobody knows why. And neither 
do I.

� Rarely has so much mirth been caused by a 
transposed caption than that which accompanied 
the picture of the Fort William Ladies Circle 
members which adorned Page 3 of the Lochaber 
News last week.

The fact that the occasion was of the cake-cut-
ting ceremony at the Circle’s 25th charter celebra-
tion, and the wording under the photograph read 
‘Councillors and officials visit the Caol Sewage 
Treatment Plant’ amused a lot of Lochaber folk. 

Fortunately the Ladies Circle saw the funny 
side of it, too. This week the LN is refraining 
from using the pic of the councillors and officials 
visiting the sewage works, with the caption below 
stating ‘Cake cutting etc etc’.
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.
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Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Last month Mallaig and Arisaig Medical Practice had 
to take the difficult decision to say its two GPs could 

no longer guarantee that a local doctor would be able to 
provide end-of-life care at night or weekends due to ‘con-
tinuing financial cuts at the practice’.

The practice has 1,800 patients and had been providing 
the service on a voluntary basis – regardless of their day-to-
day workload and without Scottish Government financial 
support – so this was a difficult decision for them to make. 

Following the news, there was rightly concern from pa-
tients and their families that people would be left without 
the proper care and support when they most needed it. 

Their fears were not allayed by Scottish health secretary 
Shona Robison saying that ‘there should be little impact’.

Had she explained, as NHS bosses have now done, that 
the local district nursing team will continue to provide the 
care, as they have been doing, with enhanced planning in 
partnership with the GPs to minimise the need for Fort 
doctors to intervene during the out-of-hours or weekend 
periods, she could have saved people some stress.

But perhaps a bigger question is why did it take two 
overworked doctors to get to this point before NHS 
Highland or the Scottish Government waded in to offer 
support?

Days gone by – June 1967
This week we feature the Bunessan School Gaelic choir, photographed in June 1967 at Salen. Seen here are, back row, 
left to right, Alan Eastwood, Joan Shaw, Jeanette Hannah, Graham MacIntyre, Catherine MacKinnon, Susan Marshall, 
and Mavis Campbell; front row, Shelagh MacDougall, John MacKillop, Norma MacInnes, Catherine Morrison, Christine 

Hannah, Evelyn Macrae, Rosemary Johnstone, Flora MacKillop and John MacIntyre.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

THE Scotch Whisky Industry has en-
joyed a strong period of growth over 
the past decade and shows no sign of 
slowing down. 

Seeing new distilleries popping up 
in many rural locations is heartening 
to witness and exciting for the future 
of many small communities. 

I was lucky to visit one of these new 
endeavours recently on a whisky-
tasting expedition.

When the new Ardnamurchan 
Distillery first began producing spirit, 
Andrew, our friend Scott Brown from 
Perthshire and I jointly purchased a 
barrel. That spirit had just celebrated 
its third birthday and could now right-
fully be called Scotch whisky, so a 
sampling of the product was in order.

We loaded the St Olave with accor-
dions, bagpipes and a few extra whis-
ky tasters and headed up the Sound 
of Mull and round into Glenmore Bay 
at the northern side of the entrance to 
Loch Sunart. 

The distillery is less than 10 minutes 
walk from the landing place at the 
head of the bay so we were soon 
welcomed in out of the strong south-
easterly wind and driving rain.

The impressive new buildings and 

the seven full-time jobs that the 
business provides are a significant 
addition to area. The extra numbers 
of holiday-makers that this will attract 
to Ardnamurchan and the knock-on 
seasonal benefits is of great value 
but it is the full-time, year-round, 
long-term jobs created that is the 
most important outcome of this new 
business.

After being greeted warmly by Keith 
Falconer, the charismatic co-owner 
of the company, we were soon taken 
through to the huge storage shed 
where the Skipinnish Glen Kingie 
dram was maturing away happily in 
its sherry cask. What a dram! 

I’m not going to go into all the usual 
twitter about it tasting of such things 
as chocolate and Christmas cake with 
notes of cinnamon, old boots, rain-
bows and other such peripheral and 
over-analytical waffle. It tasted like 
whisky – and an extremely good one.

If we can resist returning to sample 
the cask too often, it will be a very 
special dram if it lasts until it is 10 
years old.

After a few tunes and tastings of 
various other special bottlings at the 
in-house bar, we walked back to the 

boat, rumbled her up and headed for 
the sheltered waters of Loch Dram-
buidh to anchor for the night. 

The first syllable of the name of our 
chosen anchorage gives some clue as 
to what our evening entailed. Any 
neighbouring yachts hoping for a 
tranquil night sheltering from the bad 
weather were in for a shock. Bagpipes, 
songs and much laughter were ringing 
out across the secluded inlet and a few 
cabin lights came on in what we hoped 
was happy response.

Ali Murray was in charge of admin-
istering the refreshments and he was 
erring on the side of session. He had 
bought a very fine bottle from the 
distillery shop and had kindly gifted it 
to the boat. As he commented: ‘It was 
a great dram, but she went terrible 
quick in the end.’

The forecast for the following day 
was moderate to rough, becoming 
very rough.

Luckily, the weather was good 
though and, with the glow in our 
minds of a great day and night spent 
with good friends, we returned to 
Dunstaffnage satisfied in the knowl-
edge that our whisky definitely had 
done its job and was maturing well.

Forced to endure 
endless tra�  c queues
Sir,
Along with all the other residents of 
Fort William and tens of thousands 
of visitors, I have endured the endless 
queues of traffic in town over the past 
two summers.

The lengthy delays have given ample 
time to contemplate why the south-
bound traffic slows to a crawl up to the 
Nevis bank roundabout and backs up 
to Torlundy and the Blar. Discussing 
the matter with others, the general view 
seems to be to blame the increased 
volume of traffic going up Glen Nevis.

However, what goes up must come 
down, and logic says that there must 
be as many vehicles leaving the glen as 
entering. With many of these vehicles 
turning north onto the A82 and imped-
ing traffic arriving from the south, why 
is it that the northbound traffic flows 
reasonably freely?

Arriving from the south, drivers have 
a clear view across the roundabout and 
can easily judge their entry onto the 
roundabout, only slowing or stopping if 
vehicles are approaching from the right. 
This is how a roundabout should work.

However, those travelling from the 
north have their view obscured by 
the vegetation behind the wall on the 
bridge, forcing them to slow down until 
they are almost on the roundabout. 
Could the problem be resolved - in 
whole or part - by cutting down this 
vegetation?

Surely the traffic management ex-
perts at Transport Scotland will have 
considered this. Replacing the wall with 
a barrier fence would further improve 
visibility on the northern approach.

While I have seen queues out to Tor-
lundy and across the Blar before, I do 
not recall them being of the duration or 
frequency that we have seen since Au-
gust last year. So what has changed at 
Nevis bank roundabout - other then the 
vegetation growing a few more inches 
and further obscuring drivers’ views?

I would be extremely surprised, and 
disappointed, in those responsible for 
maintaining our roads, to find that 
cutting back the vegetation resolved 
the problem either in whole or part, but 
sometimes you can’t see the wood (or 
roundabout) for the trees. It certainly 
can’t make matters any worse and at 
very little cost other than perhaps a 
few red faces at Transport Scotland if 
it worked.

Ian MacLeod,
Mackay Crescent, Caol, 
Fort William.

Dangers on the road 
at Fionnphort
Sir,
I write to request that a robust review is 
carried out on the logistics and safety of 
traffic, both foot and vehicular, heading 
for the Fionnphort to Iona ferry.

There are regularly near misses as 
hundreds of pedestrians alight from 
the coaches and pay absolute no heed 
to any other traffic on the road. A 
major reason for this is that the foot-
path is across the road from where the 
coaches park. Pedestrians then need 
to cross the road again to carry on 
using a footpath as it continues on the 
opposite side of the busiest part of the 
road.

This is not only a logistical nightmare 
as delivery vans, the mail van and other 
services risk missing the ferry but en-
courages pedestrians to simply use the 
road as a footpath, which is an extreme 
safety issue.

To further add to traffic on the road, 
the newly installed parking meters do 
not accept the new £1 coins and so there 
are regularly dozens of individuals 
walking up and down the road looking 
for a solution to avoid incurring a pen-
alty. I understand that there are plans 
to redevelop both Fionnphort and Iona 
slips but many individuals fear this will 
be too late a change.

The absolutely shambolic state of 
the free car park in Fionnphort simply 
exacerbates issues as visitors cannot use 
it and have to resort to parking on the 
road, which dangerously reduces access 
for emergency service vehicles.

The area is like this almost every day 
and it is simply not acceptable. Until the 
area is made safe, manageable and fit 
for purpose, it can only be assumed that 
Argyll and Bute Council is happy to 
gamble with people having an accident 
against the cost of providing adequate 
and safe traffic measures and pedestri-
an access.

Having been informed that other 
traffic calming/controlling measures 
on Mull have been delayed as other ar-
eas in the council region have a higher 
priority, it would be irresponsible and 
negligent of the council to ignore these 
concerns. I look forward to working on 
a productive solution to these issues 
raised by the residents and businesses 
of the Ross of Mull and Iona.

Cameron Anso,
Vice-chairman, 
Mull Community Council.

Councillor should 
carry out his duties
Sir,
I read Councillor Alastair Redman’s 
latest contribution to your letters page 
(The Oban Times, August 17).

He spends his time criticising the 
Scottish Government rather than car-
rying out the duties for which he is paid. 
He has been unable to attend the last 
council meeting, area committee, busi-
ness day, two important Trust Housing 
meetings (on Islay), Islay Community 
Council or a meeting to discuss the 
condition of roads on Jura.

Video conferencing is available to 
accommodate attendance at meetings.

It will be interesting to see if Council-
lor Redman starts working for Argyll 
and Bute Council rather than his politi-
cal party sometime soon.

Councillor Anne Horn,
Tarbert.

Why is councillor 
censoring comments?
Sir,
Alastair Redman shared a Facebook 
STV news link on the First Minister 
commenting on sexism and goes on to 
lambast Nicola Sturgeon. He also posts 
a list of issues he wants her to deal with 
and says he would welcome comments.

I and others took the opportunity to 
comment on his post where he used 
his ‘Councillor’ title – only for him to 
remove my comments and the others 
that he did not like.

One of those censored put his post 

on the Islay Community Noticeboard, 
where another commentator wrote: 
‘Democratically elected representatives 
should not be deleting people for asking 
questions. It is called being held to 
account, it is part of the job.’

I then see on our councillor’s 
Facebook news wall he writes: ‘This 
censorship is deeply worrying.’ Perhaps 
our councillor could enlighten us as to 
why he is censoring the news which is 
‘deeply worrying’?

Colin M Campbell,
Port Charlotte, Islay.

National Trust 
displays arrogance
Sir,
The arrogance of the National Trust  for 
Scotland (Glencoe trademark warning  
‘too harsh’, Lochaber Times, August 10) 
is breathtaking.

The Aboyne-based outdoor clothing 
company had received a stark notice 
from NTS lawyers warning that it was 
infringing a copyright on the Glencoe 
name owned by the trust and had to 
immediately stop selling their Glencoe 
Jackets.

Glencoe is infamous for the massacre 
carried out by Campbell of GlenLyon, 
with troops from Fort William, in 1692. 
Alexander MacIain of Glencoe was 
murdered, together with 37 of his clan, 
with many more dying as they escaped 
in the blizzard.

The last known direct descendent of 
the clan chief, the 19th, was Alexander 
James MacDonald of Glencoe, who 
died in 1889.

Had the NTS been in control, he 
would have been forced to have been 
known simply as Sandy MacDonald.

Dr Michael Ewen 
MacDonald Foxley,
2 Achaphubuil, An Gearasdan.

Plan for new cinema 
is ill-conceived
Sir,
I find it amazing that someone is 
proposing to turn the butcher’s and 
takeaway in the High Street into a 
cinema when Fort William has already 
a building in the High Street which 
previously housed a cinema. There is, I 
believe, also a facility to show films in 
the Nevis Centre.

Lochaber Cinema Group is not rep-
resenting everyone in Lochaber and I 
don’t believe the Highland Council, in 
granting permission, is fulfilling its re-
mit, which is to represent all the people 
of Lochaber fairly and equally.

Two screens and seating for 133 peo-
ple. It will certainly be nice and cosy.

Fort William lacks badly when it 
comes to evening activities, especially 
for families with children unless you 
like food and drink. Proposing and 
giving planning permission for such 
a small cinema shows a complete lack 
of foresight and lack of planning for 
the future, but we have come to expect 
that from the Highland Council with its 
overbearing involvement for all things 
Inverness. 

It is time that the West Highlands/
Lochaber had its own regional council, 
one based in the West Highlands and 
not one that is based 60-plus miles away 
on the mudflats of the River Ness.

Cyril Bonnett,
Ballachulish.

There was praise and condemnation 
of the annual Argyllshire Gathering 
last week.
Ian Rodgers commented: ‘Got to love 
Oban Games...where the locals and the 
working man are not welcome. Events 
like this need to either be brought up 
to date, or scrapped altogether.’
David Neil Chalmers suggested: ‘You 
people of the town, ARE the town, take 
it back make it your own, have it on a 
weekend when everyone can enjoy it. 
Yes, the tourism aspect is important, 
but it shouldn’t just be for them and 
the to� s.’
John Hutchison asked: ‘How many 
Oban faces on that march? Kids at 
school it’s a joke !! Not just me, anyone 
you speak to agrees!!!! Not for locals.’
Kirsty Macdonald wondered: ‘Which 
century are we in again?! Know your 
place, townsfolk.’

Tracey Helen MacAllister said: ‘I’m 
a local but don’t go to the games. It’s 
not for the locals, it’s for the tourists 
and to� s and they charge a fortune, 
plus putting it on on a Thursday?!! I 
think that’s intentional so us “ri�  ra� ” 
don’t turn up. If it was cheaper and on 
a Saturday it would be better.’
Sandra Rydings posted: ‘Just a shame 
they aren’t held on a Saturday like most 
other Highland games throughout 
Scotland. That way locals and school-
children could attend rather than 
having them on a Thursday when the 
kids are all locked up safely at school 
and out of the way. Great for the town 
but surely even better if the townsfolk 
are an integral part of the day. Disap-
pointing.’
Chris Rydings wrote: ‘Slightly odd 
they still call it the Argyllshire Gath-
ering when no one from Argyll can 

make it because they are working. Just 
imagine the money it would generate 
if you could have locals from Argyll 
taking part.....or those who were local 
travelling to it because it was on a Sat-
urday and they could now attend.’
Wendy Chalmers cheered: ‘How 
wonderful! Wish that I could have been 
there! So much Scottish pride!’
Catriona Leitch Kilmurry posted: 
‘Realise now that I am older what a 
wonderful culture I am part of.’
Michael King agreed: ‘There is some-
thing magical about a pipe band. Just 
great.’
Joan Baker said: ‘Wonderful, I used 
to march behind the band when I was 
young. Love my home town, spoilers 
go away!’
Catriona Young wrote: ‘I love and miss 
Oban too. But not this obscene feudal 
nonsense.’

CHAN E ANNAS a th’ anns an naid-
heachd mu dheuchainnean air làraid-
hean-bathair a’ siubhal fo smachd 
choimpiutairean ann am Breatainn ro 
dheireadh na bliadhna.

Tòisichidh na deuchainnean aig 
ionad-rannsachaidh ach tha dùil gum 
bi seo ga dhearbhadh air prìomh 
rathaidean ro dheireadh na-h- ath-bh-
liadhna. Chaidh leithid fheuchainn 
san Òlaind mar-thà le dà charbad a’ 
siubhal sròn ri earball ann an structar 
ris an canar “platoon”, ach tha Obair-
lann Còmhdhail (TRL) Bhreatainn 
dol a dh’fheuchainn sreath de thrì 
làraidhean às dèidh a chèile.

Ged a bhios draibhear anns gach 
carbad aig an ìre seo, ‘s ann aig an 
dràibhear a tha air toiseach na sreatha 
a bhios smachd air astar is mar sin air 
adhart, ach bidh gach dràibhear a’ 
stiùireadh a charbad fhèin. Ri linn iad 
a bhith fo smachd choimpiutair bidh 
na làraidhean a’ siubhal mòran nas 
dlùithe air a chèile na ‘n àbhaist agus 
leis gum bi na dhà a th’ air deireadh 

ann am fasgadh na tè air toiseach, 
thathas a’ cumail a-mach gun caom-
hain sin mu dheich sa cheud ann an 
connadh leis an aon ìre dìon air an 
àrainneachd. 

‘S fhada bho chualas an toiseach 
gur e airgead a tha a’ riaghladh an 
t-saoghail, agus ‘s e na sàbhalaidhean 
a thathar a’ gealltainn an lùib nan in-
nleachdan seo a chumas na deuchain-
nean a’ dol chun an ruigear ìre far 
nach bi feum air dràibhearan làraidh 
idir! Saoilidh mi gum bi greis thuige 
sin ged-thà, agus na mo bheachd fhìn 
cha tig latha far an obraich carbadan 
sam bith gun dràibhear air rathaidean 
cumhang shingilte na dùthcha.

‘S e fìrinn na cùise gum bheil an 
t-uamhas charbadan a’ siubhal an 
seòrsa rathaidean sin an-dràsta fhèin, 
air Ghàidhealtachd co-dhiù, agus gu 
dearbh dh’fhaodar a ràdh nach eil 
dràibhear annta leis cho beag tuigse 
‘s a th’ aca.

Bho chionn beagan làithean 
dh’fhoillsich an Riaghaltas gum 
bheil dearbhadh cead-dràibhidh na 
dùthcha a-nise dol a dh’iarraidh eòlas 
air modh dràibhidh mòr-rathaidean. 
Chan eil duine nach aontaich gur e 
gluasad thùrail a tha sin agus rud a 

chuireas ri sàbhailteachd siubhail 
feadh na dùthcha.

Le dearbhadh nàiseanta gum bheil 
deich uimhir de thubaistean air 
rathaidean singilte na dùthcha na th’ air 
mòr-rathaidean, saoilidh mise gur còir 
dhan deuchainn dràibhidh cuideachd 
eòlas iarraidh air rathaidean singilte. 
Cha chuireadh sin stad air tubaistean 
ach chuidicheadh e dràibhearan tuigse 
fhaotainn air leud agus fad an cuid 
carbad, gun iomradh air leud an rathaid 
agus nach fhaigh dà charbad seachad 
air a chèile air slighe shingilte. Cha 
chan mi guth mu dhìth comais carbad a 
stiùireadh an comhair a chùil.

MOTORWAY driving experience 
in driving tests makes sense, even if 
driverless trucks were not about to 
appear. 

But with 10 times more accidents on 
single-track roads, surely knowledge 
of driving these should also be includ-
ed. Drivers might learn to judge the 
width and length of their vehicles; that 
they cannot pass on single tracks; and 
some might even learn to reverse.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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Mob. 07528 801393 | info@gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk

New Build & Extension Groundworks
Sewers & Septic Tanks
Concrete & Steel Work
Kerbing & Paving Works
Bell Mouths & Access Roads

Tar Surfaced Driveways & Car Parks
Cable & Water Pipe Tracks
Retaining Walls
Excavation Works
Excavators For Hire With Operator

Delivering All Aspects Of Civil Engineering.

www.gordongeorgeconstruction.co.uk | tel. 01397 700115Supporting Fort William Football Club

Fort William    4
Elgin City    0
North of Scotland Cup

Exciting times as new era dawns for Lochaber RFC

THERE is a real buzz around 
Lochaber Rugby Club’s Banav-
ie ground this week, as it gets 
ready for its first game of the 
new season in the uncharted 
territory of BT West League 
Division 3.

From left, Lochaber RFC president Alastair MacKinnon, First XV coach Stewart Sandison, team 
captain Callum MacDonald and coach Gary  Hendrie look forward to a new season and a new 

league. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

It means the bulk of Loch-
aber’s opposition teams are 
now based in the Glasgow area, 
as opposed to the Caledonia 
North league which previously 
saw the Lochaber players mak-
ing mammoth away journeys to 

grounds in Shetland, Aberdeen 
and Stornoway.

Moffat will provide what 
should be a stiff test on Satur-
day and with it being not just the 
season opener but also the first 
home game, the fixture against 

Fort ladies win 
inter club match

FORT William Golf Club 
hosted the Campbell Homes 
Medal on Tuesday August 22. It 
was the Wordsalls that dom-
inated the tournament, with 
Neil taking the win just ahead 
of Graeme. The results were as 
follows: 1 Neil Worsdall, net 67 
(78  – 11); 2 Graeme Worsdall, 
net 70 (82 – 12); 3 Carl Stubbs, 
net 77 (92 – 15).

On the following Saturday, the 
Neil Hardie Cup got underway, 
with the following result: 1 
Brian Gillespie, 42 points; 2 Ian 
Robertson, 39 points; 3 Eric 
Wallace, 38 points.

Ladies: On Saturday August 
19, the annual ladies’ Inter Club 
match was played at Traigh as 
the teams were vying to win the 
Inverlochy Castle Tray.

The winning team was Fort 
William with 60 points, com-
fortably ahead of runners-up 
Triagh with 46 points. Spean 
Bridge finished in third place 
with 42 points.

Last Saturday, August 26, the 
fourth round of the E Howie 
Trophy was played. The results 
were: 1 Rosemary Macintyre, 
net 73 (85 – 12); 2 Kathleen 
Leitch, net 84 (101 – 17); 3 Iona 
Cameron, net 92 (112 – 20).

Cup � nal day for 
women’s shinty

ON SATURDAY four teams 
will compete in two cup finals 
in Fort William as part of the 
most important day of the year 
for the Women’s Camanachd 
Association.

Lochaber will be hoping to 
replicate their success last year 
and lift the Valerie Fraser Cup 
once again as they take on Skye 
in the Camanachd Cup Final.

The match will see a repeat of 
last year’s final with two of the 
top teams in women’s shinty 
going head-to-head in what 
promises to be a tight contest 
and a great spectacle.  An Aird, 
Fort William, with a 3pm throw 
up.

In an earlier throw up on 
Saturday, the Challenge Cup 
final pits Glengarry against 
Ardnamurchan. The sides are 
fairly evenly matched going 
into the final, both having put 
in impressive displays in the 
semi-finals. Throw up is at 1pm 
at An Aird.

LAST week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 4, 12 
and 15. Darren Quigg was the 
only winner. There will now be 
£100 in the pot for this week’s 
draw today (Thursday August 
31).

The numbers drawn in the 
Caol Regeneration lotto were 
4, 5 and 17. There were no win-
ning tickets this week so there 
will be a jackpot for £1,000 for 
next Thursday’s draw.

The Ballachulish Shinty Club 
lottery numbers for this week 
were 10, 14 and 20. There were 
no winners again this week so a 
jackpot of £1,200 is up for grabs 
next week.

The Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week are 6, 14 and 18. There 
were no winners so the jackpot 
for next week will be £300.

Inverlochy win Kingussie shinty sixes
AN UNDEFEATED Inver-
lochy Primary School P6/7 
shinty team cruised to victory at 
the Kingussie primary sixes at 
the weekend.

In the group stages, the team 
swept aside some formidable 
opposition - such as Newton-
more, Beauly and Inverness - to 
progress to the next round.

In the semi-final, the young 
Lochaber team met their match 
in a strong Drakies side. After 
a tense 0-0 draw, Inverlochy 
managed to just edged it in the 
penalty shootout 2-1, which 
secured them a spot in the final.

The final was less of a contest, 
with Inverlochy running out 4-1 
victors against Alvie to clinch 
the trophy.

It was a memorable day for 
captain Archie MacKinnon, 
who was named player of the 
tournament. He said: ‘We all 
played very well.  Drakies were 
the hardest team to beat.  My 
favourite part of the day was 
scoring from defence against 
Alvie and winning player of the 
tournament.’

Cracking
Rhys Kennedy added: ‘It was 

a cracking tournament and we 
can’t wait to win all the other 
games coming up. Ben Briton 
played amazing up front, Ben 
Corner and Matthew were bril-
liant in defence and Angus was 
outstanding in goals.’

The P6/7 team: Archie Mack-
innon (captain), Rhys Kennedy, 

Ben Britton, Angus Mack-
innon, Scott Macleod, Ryan 
Hunter, Matthew Brown, Ben 
Corner. Coach: John Macleod.

In the P4/5 tournament, 
Inverlochy again featured in 
the final. This time, though, the 
youngsters narrowly missed out 
on victory, finishing runner-ups.

The P4/5 team was:  Owen 
O’Hagan, Diezel Mclean, 
Fergus Ward, James Clark (cap-
tain), Lewis Britton, Lex Edgar, 
Emmy Kennedy and Maddison 
Macmillan. Lewis, Maddison 
and Emmy all made their shinty 
debuts. Coach: Willie MacDon-
ald.

Fort through to
cup quarter fi nal

the ‘Rams’ will certainly be 
targeted for a win by the Ba-
navie players and coaches.

‘A lot of the boys were feeling 
quite jaded. It was a big ask to 
travel four hours to somewhere 
like Aberdeen, play a game 
of rugby, and then travel four 
hours back,’ said Lochaber 
senior first  XV coach Stewart 
Sandison this week.

‘They were needing a change 
- they asked for it and now 
they’ve got it. So there is a wee 
bit of a buzz about the place, 
with some new faces and new 
teams to play.

‘Everyone is looking forward 
to it. Some of the players who 
are students in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh won’t be available 
until further into September, 
but once they are back we will 
be up to full strength.

‘It is exciting times. Realisti-
cally I think we can maybe look 
at a mid-table finish, although 
the hope would be to end up in 
the top five.

‘But we don’t really know 
these teams and it will only 

be when we start playing them 
and seeing what standard we 
are up against, will we have a 
better idea.’

Club president Alastair 
MacKinnon agrees: ‘Going 
into BT Division 3 is new 
territory for us. We’ve not 
played many of these teams 
before - with maybe Mull as 
the obvious exception.

Diffi cult
‘But it was a change the club 

needed to do, more from a 
player-wise point of view than 
anything else. We were in Cal-
edonia North before and that 
made it fairly difficult when it 
came to away games.

‘The boys were asking about 
a change, so we really went for 
it this year and in the end only 
two teams voted against us 
joining.

‘A lot of the teams are in the 
Glasgow area so it makes away 
games a lot easier.

‘We have a very young squad, 
with an average age of 19/20, 
and a hard-working commit-
tee and everyone is looking 

forward to the challenges of a 
new league.

‘Our pitch is looking better 
than it ever has and there’s a 
really good feeling around the 
club. Our youth set up is also 
doing well.

‘I’d hope for a finish in top 
four or five at end of season, 
but it’s unknown territory. We 
will be without six or seven of 
the college boys for the first 
game, but if we have a squad 
of 17 or 18 players each week 
for away games, I’m hopeful 
we can do well.

‘At the end of the day it is 
winning games that attract 
people through the gates to 
support you. If you are not 
winning games then you’re 
going to struggle to get folk 
out every Saturday.

‘So, if we can win our first 
game, especially being at 
home, that would be fantastic 
and will help set the tone for 
the rest of the season.’

A YOUTHFUL Elgin City side 
made the mid-week journey to 
Claggan park last Wednesday 
evening for their North of Scot-
land Cup tie with Fort William.

Having made the final of this 
competition last year, Fort were 
keen to get off to a solid start.

After a scrappy first few 
minutes, Liam Taylor got on the 
end of a long through ball down 
the left flank and whipped in 
a cross which was met by Scott 
Hunter, who stopped to nod the 
ball into the net.

Just before half-time, Scott 
Hunter could have scored a 
contender for ‘goal of the sea-
son’. After an audacious flick 
over the defenders’ head, he 
swiveled and shot first time on 
the volley, but the ball just flew 
over the crossbar.

The second half began in 
similar style with the home 
side pressing high up the pitch, 

spurred on by a boisterous home 
support. A second goal did 
come for the Lochaber side just 
10 minutes into the second half.

Scott Hunter chased down and 
robbed Elgin goalkeeper Trevor 
Dear before coolly laying it back 
to Treasurer on the edge of 
the box who deftly chipped the 
stranded keeper.

Fort William then began 
to dominate the play and 
controlling the tempo with the 
whole team working hard to 
press and move as a unit.

With less than 10 minutes to 
go, Fort William were awarded 
a penalty after Scott Hunter 
was caught in the head by a high 
foot in the box. Michael Ellis 
stepped up to calmly slot the 
ball past the keeper.

John Treasurer rounded off 
the scoring for the home side in 
the last couple of minutes, mak-
ing the most of another Elgin 
defensive error to make it 4-0.

Fort William will now play 
Forres Mechanics in the quar-
ter-finals.

A TEN-MINUTE capitulation 
in the first-half was the ultimate 
undoing for Fort William in 
their tie with fellow strugglers 
Strathspey Thistle.

Billed as a ‘bottom of the table 
clash’, it was Strathspey Thistle 
that prevailed at Claggan Park 
on Saturday, consigning Fort 
William to the foot of the High-
land League.

After their midweek cup tie 
against Elgin City, the Fort 
made a number of changes 
to the starting line-up. Most 
notably, Liam Taylor shifting to 
defence while Iain MacLellan 
returned to lead the forward 
line.

After a tense period of play, 
Strathspey took the lead on the 
half hour mark through mid-
fielder Cameron Lisle.

Less than five minutes later 
Scott Lisle doubled the visitors’ 
advantage, before scoring again 

just three minutes later. Stunned 
by this flurry of goals, half-time 
couldn’t come quick enough for 
the Fort, who suddenly found 
themselves 3-0 down.

After regrouping at half-time, 
it took just 10 minutes for them 
to do just that as Iain MacLellan 

pulled a goal back.
As Fort continued to push 

forward, Kai Taylor and Adam 
MacLeod made the most of the 
extra space in the Fort defence, 
scoring two late goals in quick 
succession to make it a 5-1 win 
for Thistle.

Fort have little time to dwell 
on this results as they make the 
long trip north for their league 
match against Lossiemouth on 
Wednesday night.

Fort’s Lewis Campbell � anked by Elgin City’s Leighton Duncan, left, and Jake Thomson. 
Photo: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

The victorious Inverlochy team lifting the cup. 
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 31, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 07.00 1.9 13.47 2.9 19.02 2.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 02.14 2.8 08.35 1.9 14.56 3.1 20.27 1.9
Sat 03.21 3.0 09.41 1.6 15.42 3.3 21.47 1.7
Sun 04.00 3.2 10.23 1.4 16.20 3.5 22.32 1.4
Mon 04.37 3.4 10.58 1.2 16.57 3.8 23.09 1.2
Tues 05.13 3.6 11.29 1.0 17.32 3.9 23.44 0.9
Wed 05.47 3.8 12.00 0.8 18.06 4.1  **.**  *.*             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

5
16

15

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds light south south westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 15ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds light westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Sunny on Sunday
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 10ºC to 16ºC.


