
Grab your seats...Grab Grab • Macaulay Cup success
• Appin Show
• Win 2 nights at 
    Dunkeld House Hotel

also 
in this 
weekThe 67 plate is here

12 page feature FREE inside 

Established 1861  No 8369 Thursday 24 August, 2017 www.obantimes.co.uk 85 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

INSIDE YOUR 
OBAN TIMES 
THIS WEEK

Campaign success
ORGANISERS were delighted 
after dozens of local people 
turned out to lend support to 
the campaign to save Glen Iosal 
care home on Mull.
Full story – page two.

Spirit of adventure
INJURED veterans caused a 
stir in Oban and on Islay and 
Mull when they sailed in aboard 
a schooner doing the Round 
Britain Challenge.
Full story – page three.

Win an iPad mini
AHOY there! Youngsters are 
being invited to come up with a 
name for a new playpark pirate 
ship ... and be in with a chance 
of winning an iPad mini. 
Full story – page four.

Petition backed
A PETITION calling for 
live-streaming of Argyll and 
Bute Council meetings has won 
the support of more than 1,000 
backers.
Full story – page five.

Free books!
WATCH out around Benderloch, 
Barcaldine, Oban and Taynuilt 
for boxes containing free books 
as the countdown continues to 
the Bookends Festival.
See leisure pages.

Macaulay triumph
READ all about the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup final, as well as 
all the other shinty clashes from 
the weekend, plus: fixtures, 
results and pictures.
Full story – pages 30 and 31.

Young Ella and Ruaridh MacKechnie blossomed among the entries at the Oban and Lorn Horticultural Society annual summer 
show held at Oban Parish Church’s Glencruitten Road hall. The sister and brother were � rst and second respectively in the 

decorated pot plant category.  Full report, results and picture special on pages 14 and 15. T_34_summershow

Brother and sister act come up roses

Council raises concerns over 
predicted health overspend
‘IF A council department came 
back with a huge deficit like the 
one before us today, then we would 
be asking serious questions,’ was 
the assessment of Argyll and Bute 
Council leader Aileen Morton on 
the predicted £5 million overspend 
within the Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP).

A meeting of the council’s policy 
and resources committee heard last 
Thursday that the HSCP was going 
into its first full financial year with 
a current overspend of £2.966m in 
its first quarter.

A letter will now be sent to the 
chief executive of the HSCP, 
Christina West, to raise concerns 
in ‘no uncertain terms ... at the 
escalating financial gap and the 
potential risk this brings to highly 
valued, essential local services, to 
the council and to the partnership 
itself if action to address this gap is 
not taken urgently’.

The committee agreed to ‘seek 
confirmation from the HSCP 
board that a robust action plan will 
be put in place to mitigate the risks 
arising from an increasing budget 
gap and to focus on meeting service 
and savings targets’.

Councillor Morton said she was 
‘seriously concerned’ about the 
financial risk to Argyll and Bute 
Council from the escalating costs 
that may have to be found from the 
local authority’s own budget.

Ms Morton said of the HSCP: ‘In 
common with all council depart-
ments in the context of significantly 
reduced funding, it needs to iden-
tify, manage and implement savings 
across all relevant service areas.

‘We need confirmation from the 
HSCP board that a robust action 
plan will be put in place to mitigate 

the risks arising from an increasing 
budget gap and to focus on meeting 
service and saving targets.’

A previous gap in funding was 
met by the local authority. At a 
budget meeting in February this 
year, the council agreed to provide 
a ‘one-off transitionary’ payment of 
£2.137 million.

At the time of the decision, the 
full council heard the payment was 
over and above what the Scottish 
Government guidelines expected 
the council to provide.

The discussion around the 
HSCP’s current financial gap 
was raised when head of strategic 
finance Kirsty Flannigan said the 
projected £5 million overspend was 
a risk to the council.

If the HSCP does not deliver 
a balanced budget, it will be at 
serious risk of contravening its 
principle agreement with the local 
authority.

Speaking specifically of the 
financial risks to the council from 
the HSCP, Ms Flanagan said: ‘The 
risk is that the Integrated Joint 
Board (IJB) [the committee over-
seeing the work of the HSCP] refers 
back to the council for additional 
funding in the event that there is 
an overspend and where a recovery 
plan has proved to be unsuccessful.

‘If an additional payment is 
required from the council, this will 
be deducted from future years’ 
funding/payments, as set down 
within the Scheme of Integration.

‘As at June 30, 2017, the overspend 
apportioned to service provided by 
the council is £2.966m.’

A spokesman for the HSCP said: 
‘It should be acknowledged that the 
current forecast overspend of £5m 
is the position in the first quarter of 
this financial year and this forecast 
position is reliant upon a number 
of assumptions around the current 

and expected level of service de-
mand and costs, which are subject 
to change.

‘The forecast budget overspend 
also represents less than two per 
cent of the overall budget and the 
IJB achieved financial balance in 
2016-17 through the successful 

implementation of a financial 
recovery plan. Undoubtedly, the 
scale of the financial challenge 
in 2017-18 is far greater, as the 
budget gap is greater and service 
changes become more complex as 
we transform health and social care 
services.’

He added that actions to address 
the financial situation have been 
identified, including: 
� Ensure the IJB continues to 
secure its expected funding from 
health and council partners.
� Develop a detailed recovery plan 
– work has already started on this.

� Continue to deploy management 
actions to identify efficiencies.
� Continue to pursue negotiations 
with NHS Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde to get a final agreement for 
the Service Level Agreement for 
acute services with the expectation 
of releasing resources.

New funding sought for Arc project
THE Lorn Arc regeneration 
programme will continue, Argyll 
and Bute Council has said, but 
alternative sources of funding are 
being sought.

The situation was discussed last 
Thursday when Fergus Murray, 
head of economic development, 
updated the council’s policy and 
resources committee. He said: ‘I’d 
rather have outside investment 
than draw down a loan from the 
Scottish Government.’

Councillors were informed that 
‘due to a number of changes, such 
as the wider economy and the 
follow-on effects for business in 
Argyll and Bute, the business case 
for improvements in the Lorn Arc 
area, as originally envisaged, has 
proved unviable’.

Mr Murray said that, following a 
remodelling exercise, it had been 
discovered that the council would 
not be able to generate enough 
income over the the 25-year Tax 
Incremental Funding (TIF) period 
to pay back a loan covering the full 
potential capital spend programme 
of £14.74m.

‘While the full programme 
has been assessed as financially 
unviable, it should be noted that 
the current level of approved draw-
down (£1.388m of which £0.785m 
has actually been drawn down and 
spent), is forecast as being capable 
of being paid from TIF income 
over the life of the project based 
on the current non-domestic rate 
assumptions.’

The Lorn Arc scheme saw Argyll 

and Bute Council win government 
backing for a number of projects 
that would be funded by a loan 
from the Scottish Government, 
paid back using non-domestic rates 
revenue, increased by the local 
authority from the developments.

Of the original nine projects, only 
one, an industrial site at Oban Air-
port, has been completed. Other 
projects have been dropped or are 
no longer viable.

An infrastructure project at Kirk 
Road, Dunbeg, seen by many as 
integral to the development of the 
whole area, has been out to tender 
and work will begin, subject to ap-
proval by the Scottish Government, 
and be completed by mid-2018.

The developer, which is planning 
a large-scale hotel resort at the 

Dunbeg/Halfway House site, has 
renewed the planning permission 
in principle for the roundabout 
and is seeking to renew planning 
consent for its own development.

The council has since written to 
the Scottish Government asking 
for support in finding alternative 
funding sources and/or financing 
models for the delivery of the Lorn 
Arc programme.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
leader of Argyll and Bute Council, 
said: ‘We have had meaningful 
discussions with the private sector 
and have been engaging with the 
key partners and the government 
to ensure the Lorn Arc programme 
will continue and have a positive 
impact on the people of Oban and 
the surrounding area.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
O�  and running
FIRST past the post in the is-
land’s Ardbeg Distillery-spon-
sored half marathon on August 
5 was Stuart Gibson of Cam-
buslang Harriers, who complet-
ed the course in one hour, 13 
minutes and 40 seconds.

Glasgow’s John Sharp came 
second in 1:15:46, with Austral-
ian Michael Nitschke taking 
third place in 1:16:10.

Another Glasgow runner, 
Mary McCutcheon, took the 
top honours in the ladies’ 
section as she romped home 
in 1:28:03. Jennifer Read from 
Campbeltown breasted the 
tape at 1:32:07, while Joanne 
MacEnvoy of Calderglen fol-
lowed in 1:34:12. This trio were 
also awarded the veteran la-
dies’ accolade for their winning 
efforts.

In the veteran men’s section, 
first place in 1:15:46 went to 
John Sharp from Glasgow, and 
Peebles runner Craig Mattock 

sprinted home in 1:22:18, just 
ahead of Australian Brian Wat-
son who came third in 1:23:36.

In the super-veterans’ class, 
John Oates from Glasgow 
came first in 1:26:37, second 
was Calderglen’s Kenny Lein-
ster at 1:35:14, beating Iain 
Shaw of Edinburgh by five 
seconds. Taking the over-60s 
veterans trophy was Glasgow’s 
Tommy Coyle in 1:26:8, with 
second place going to Ardris-
haig’s Andy Law in 1:30:19 
and gaining a respectable third 
position was Calderglen’s Allan 
MacLellan in 1:40:02.

Victorious local runner with a 
time of 1:25:45 was Josh Wood, 
who also received the Jimmy 
J award for the youngest local 
course finisher. In second place 
was Liam Corson with a time of 
1:30:13, with Roy Cameron in 
third position at 1:33:20.

Success smiled on local ladies 
with first place going to Sarah 
Clark in 1:48:18. In second 
was Cherry Faure in 1:50:26, 

followed by Marie Wiggins at 
2:05:07.

Local veterans completing 
the course were David Roun-
tree (1:42:38), Stuart Rountree 
(1:42:38) and Michael Corson 
(1:50:29).

Terry Coyle and Co won the 
team event with the second 
prize going to the Calder-

glen Harriers. The Calderglen 
ladies also won their team 
event, beating Islay ladies into 
second.

The race, now in its 31st 
year, attracted more than 160 
competitors from as far away 
as Australia, the Far East and 
mainland Europe. British 
competitors ranged from run-

ners from the Orkney Isles to 
the south of England.

Weather conditions remained 
generally favourable and the 
day ended with a number of the 
not too footsore making their 
way to the Bowmore village 
hall where the music of the 
Ballochmyle Band help to ease 
some of the aching joints.

Mòd Ìle
MÒD ÌLE, the island’s local 
Mòd, is taking place this year 
in the high school at Bowmore 
on Saturday September 2, 
beginning at 9am.

Traditionally, the local Mòd 
has always been held at the 
beginning of June but the or-
ganisers felt that competing 
attractions at this particular 
time were beginning to affect 
the overall audience support.

They hope that the move to 
September will overcome this 
problem and they are more than 
anxious that everyone will turn 
out and give their full-hearted 
support to the island’s major 
Gaelic happening.

The programme promises a 
tuneful and enjoyable day and 
among the delights will be solo 
and duet singing, choral and in-
strumental music and bàrdachd 
galore, all performed before a 
panel of well-known Gaelic and 
music adjudicators who will 

be both constructive and en-
couraging in their judgements.

The day culminates with the 
prize-winners’ concert where 
the successful competitors will 
reprise their winning ways in the 
school’s assembly hall at 7.30pm.

The island Mòd was formed in 
the early 1920s and continued 
unabated until the beginning 
of the Second World War. It 
resumed in 1946 and enjoyed 
great support, from both 
competitors and audience 
members, during the late 1940s 
and into the 1970s.

Such was its impact at that 
time that the then An Comunn 
Gàidhealach officials had 
no hestitation in describing the 
Islay Mòd as ‘the best provin-
cial Mòd in Scotland’.

So make your way to Mòd Ìle 
2017 on September 2 and help 
recapture the glory days.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 

Telephone: 01496 810 658

The runners set o�  for the Islay half-marathon. Picture: Brian Palmer

South Uist Gaelic project 
lands £1 million funding

Fish farm plan for Isle of Rum

A GAELIC music, culture and herit-
age centre planned in South Uist has 
been awarded £1 million funding.

The £7 million Cnoc Soilleir project 
will receive the investment from the 
Scottish Government’s Gaelic Capital 
Plan and is expected to create around 
40 jobs.

Cnoc Soilleir will support the 
growth of Ceòlas Uibhist communi-
ty-led activity around Gaelic language 
learning, music and dance, as well as 
the Lews Castle College UHI music 
programmes. Additional creative 
industry courses will be provided 
to enable further growth in student 
numbers.

Established in 1996, Ceòlas Uibhist 
has grown from a week-long music 
and dance school to become one of 
Scotland’s leading Gaelic culture, 
heritage and arts organisations.

Deputy First Minister John Swinney 
said: ‘Gaelic is an integral part of 
Scottish identity and this government 
is committed to supporting projects 
such as Cnoc Soilleir, which will 
ensure a sustainable future for the 
Gaelic language and culture.

‘I am delighted we can provide 

funding for this project, which will 
increase the number of people speak-
ing, learning and using Gaelic as well 
as contributing to a vibrant communi-
ty in Uist by creating around 40 jobs 
and increasing student numbers.’

Ceòlas chairwoman Mary T Mac-
Innes said: ‘As the lead partner in the 
current phase of the Cnoc Soilleir de-
velopment, Cèolas warmly welcomes 
this substantial contribution towards 
the centre. In South Uist, Gaelic is 
part of the way of life - commonly 
the language of the workplace, the 
home and social situations where the 
community gathers.

‘It is a natural development for 
Cèolas to base its future on the strong 
cultural heritage of Uist. This com-
mitment by the Scottish Government 
will be a considerable key to unlock-
ing the other funding required.’

University of the Highlands and 
Islands chief operating officer and 
secretary Fiona Larg added: ‘This is an 
important step forward in the develop-
ment of the project and we welcome this 
announcement. It will allow detailed 
plans to be developed while we wait for 
further funding decisions.’

PLANS for a new salmon farm off the 
Isle of Rum, which could create 10 
new jobs, have been submitted to the 
Highland Council.

The site would be the latest in Ma-
rine Harvest Scotland’s series of open 
sea farms, following openings off 
Barra, the Isle of Muck and Colonsay 
since 2009.

The plans for Rum involve creating 
10 jobs, including a farm manager 
and two assistant farm managers, 
with Marine Harvest building a 
three-bedroom manager’s house, two 
three-bedroom flats, a visitors’ annex 

and a shore base at Kinloch.
Marine Harvest has been working 

with the Isle of Rum Community 
Trust and the Highland Small Com-
munities Housing Trust to develop the 
project, with the community trust also 
drawing up its own plans to build four 
semi-detached homes as part of the 
development.

The plans also include a boost to 
tourism on the island with the pro-
posal to provide visiting yachts with 
moorings, use of the Marine Harvest 
pontoon and possible provision of 
toilets and showers.

Mull shows its support to 
Save Glen Iosal campaign
A COMMUNITY event in 
Tobermory has been described 
as ‘a wonderful day’ after 80 
people turned up to show their 
support for the Save Glen Iosal 
campaign.

Members of the Mull commu-
nity made their way to the Glen 
Iosal complex to hear updates 
from the Save Glen Iosal Steer-
ing Commitee.

They were also able have a 
tour, listen to music from the 
Gaelic choir and enjoy home-
made baking.

The Save Glen Iosal Steering 
Committee was set up after cuts 
were proposed to the complex’s 
warden provision. A petition 
that was set up has now received 
1,037 signatures.

A spokesperson for the cam-
paign said: ‘The afternoon was 
organised to raise and maintain 
awareness for the Save Glen 
Iosal campaign and it went 
incredibly well.

‘There were about 80 mem-
bers of our local community in 
attendance and the Glen Iosal 
residents and members of the 
steering committee were over-

whelmed by their generosity, 
support and kindness.

‘We raised a total of £474 
towards campaign funds - £266 

through selling badges designed 
by Hannah Noble and £288 
through a raffle.

‘We had music from Janet 

Campbell’s junior Gaelic choir 
and music from Natural Voices.

‘Many members of the local 
community baked cakes, the 

Tobermory Bakery donated 
scones, the Island Bakery 
donated biscuits and the Co-op 
donated raffle prizes.

‘Also, Mull Aquarium loaned 
us the badge press to make the 
badges so all in all it has been 
a real example of community 
spirit.

‘Iain Campbell, the steering 
committee’s chairman, made a 
short speech informing those in 
attendance why the campaign 
was necessary and updating 
them on our progress so far.

‘The residents of Glen Iosal, 
who are on the steering com-
mittee, agreed the support had 
made them feel much more 
positive about the campaign, 
where previously they had been 
incredibly stressed.’

Michael Shepherd said: ‘I 
think it’s been fantastic. We’ve 
been able to channel our 
negative energy into something 
positive.’

A meeting will take place in 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hos-
pital on August 29 between rep-
resentatives from Trust Housing 
Association, Argyll and Bute 
Council and Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Part-
nership.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

The Save Glen Iosal Steering Committee.

‘Strong gust of wind’ 
blew plane off runway
A ‘SUDDEN strong gust of wind’ 
blew a passenger plane off the 
runway while landing at Tiree 
Airport, an investigation has 
concluded.

There were no injuries to the 
seven passengers and two crew, or 
damage to the DHC-6 series 310 
Twin Otter or airfield, during the 
‘runway excursion during landing 
roll’ on March 7.

‘The aircraft was conducting a 
scheduled flight from Glasgow to 
Tiree,’ the Air Accidents Investi-
gation Branch (AIBB) reported 
in its findings. ‘After landing in 
marginal weather, the aircraft 
veered off the left side of the 
runway, crossed a short section 
of grass and came to rest on the 
cross runway.’

The AIBB explained the lead-
up to the incident: ‘The weather 
forecast indicated strong south-
erly winds at Tiree, with a cloud-
base at about 500ft and visibility 
between 2,000m and 4,000m.

‘On first contact with the Tiree 
AFISO (aerodrome flight infor-
mation service officer), the crew 
were advised the surface wind 
was from 160° at 24kt, gusting 
to 35kt. ‘Two minutes before 

touchdown, the wind was given 
as 170°/25kt and a wind check 
just before landing gave a wind of 
170°/23kt. These wind checks did 
not include any gust information.

‘The crew described the landing 
as normal and the captain felt that 
the required control inputs were 
consistent with the crosswind. 
After touchdown, the left wing 
suddenly lifted as the aircraft de-
celerated and the aircraft veered 
to the left.

‘Despite the application of full 
right rudder and left aileron, the 
aircraft continued to veer left 
for two or three seconds, before 
resuming a more normal attitude. 
The aircraft was then brought 
to a stop using normal braking, 
the crew believing that there 
had been a sudden strong gust of 
wind. Given the information they 
received, the crew believed the 
wind was within their limitations 
for landing. However, it is highly 
likely that the aircraft was affect-
ed by a strong gust of wind from 
the left during the landing roll.

‘The event was sudden and 
briefly overcame the controls, 
which were reduced in effective-
ness due to the low airspeed.’

Prize draw winner scoops vouchers
We had a fantastic response to our reader survey with almost 400 
people completing the survey. Thank you to everyone who took part.
All those who completed the survey were entered into a prize draw 
to win £100 of Argos vouchers and the winner was Andrea MacArthur 
from Middleton Farm, Tiree. Congratulations, Andrea!

Must be booked at least two 
days in advance of travel.

ADVANCE

SINGLE
£16

 
*

RETURN
£28.60

citylink.co.uk

Travel to Glasgow 
from Fort William 

by express coach!
Save up to 40% with our great 

value advance fares –
they’re just the ticket!

*Advance Singles are available in limited numbers across selected routes only.
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POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Theft of bicycle
ABOUT 11pm on Sunday 
August 13, a woman aged 20 
allegedly stole a ladies’ bicycle 
from  George Street, Oban. The 
bike was recovered and the 
woman was later traced, charged 
with the o� ence and issued with 
a recorded police warning.

Careless driving
ABOUT 9.30pm on Tuesday 
August 15, on George Street, 
Oban, a blue Ford Focus alleg-
edly mounted the pavement, 
almost colliding with pedestri-
ans. Checks revealed  that the 
29-year-old woman driver was 
not insured. She was charged 
with o� ences and a report will 
be submitted to the procura-
tor � scal.

Drunk driver
ABOUT 5.40pm on Wednesday 
August 16, a 45-year-old man 
was stopped by police while 
driving his car on the Isle of Tiree.
The man provided a positive 
breath test and subsequently 
a  blood sample was taken for 
analysis.

Van collision
ABOUT 9.35pm on Thursday 
August 17, in the Corran Halls 
car park in Oban, a white 
Ford Transit van was reported 
to have collided with a parked 
car.

Police attended and checks 
revealed that the  driver, a 
17-year-old male, did not 
appear to have insurance, per-
mission to drive the van and 
was  driving on a provisional 
licence without L plates or a 
supervisor. 

A small amount of cannabis 
was also found.

He was charged with the 
o� ences and a  report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Theft of TV
BETWEEN 1.30pm on Wednesday 
August 16 and 9.30am on Friday 
August 18, a 48-in LG � at-screen 
TV was stolen from the drying 
area in the close at 9 Colonsay 
Terrace, Oban. Police are  inves-
tigating and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
information to contact them.

Breach of curfew
ABOUT 9pm on Sunday Au-
gust 20, on Stevenson Street 
in Oban, a 17-year-old man 
was stopped and  found to 
be in breach of curfew bail 
conditions imposed by the 
court. The man was arrest-
ed,  charged with the o� ence, 
held for court and a report 
was being submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Abusive behaviour
ABOUT 11.05pm on Sunday 
August 20, following a report 
of a man allegedly behaving in 
an abusive manner in the Corran 
Esplanade in Oban, a 34-year-
old was arrested. The man was 
searched and a small amount of 
what is believed to be ecstasy 
was found. The man was later 
charged with the o� ences, was 
held for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they  can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through  Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Veterans in high spirits 
for maritime challenge
INJURED veterans with little 
or no sailing experience piloted 
a tall ship into Oban and Tober-
mory this week on a 2,000-mile 
expedition around the British 
Isles.

The Round Britain Challenge 
set sail from Falmouth harbour 
on Saturday August 5 with a 
crew of 17 ex-servicemen and 
women who are living, sleeping 
and working on board the 92ft, 
88-tonne Spirit of Falmouth, 
which weighs the same as a blue 
whale.

The historic ship, built on the 
Mersey in 1984 and donated by 
the Prince’s Trust, is a replica 
of a 250-year-old schooner. The 
crew moored off Port Ellen on 
Islay, then Oban on Monday 
and Tobermory on Wednesday, 
before embarking for Skye and 
Orkney. They hope to finish 
back in Falmouth in September.

The voyage is organised by 
Turn to Starboard, a charity 
helping military personnel 
suffering with physical injuries 
or mental trauma by providing 

sailing courses and trips. It aims 
to help participants re-engage, 
re-integrate and gain new skills 
to help start new careers.

Skipper Dan Fielding, who 
was medically discharged from 
the Royal Marines in 2008, told 
The Oban Times he was reaching 

the depths of despair before 
discovering Turn to Starboard.

‘When you get out of the 
military you can feel a bit use-

less,’ he said. ‘There are some 
guys here who would not leave 
their house. I was exactly the 
same, and now I am a skipper 
of a tallship. She has helped a 
lot, getting people out on the 
water and enjoying life. Now 
I am helping give back what I 
got, and it is probably the most 
wonderful thing in the world.’

Dan, in Oban on his second 
expedition, praised its new pon-
toons. ‘One of the guys coming 
on board has a leg amputed 
above the knee, so it makes 
getting on and off far better. We 
have to do some sail repairs: we 
got caught in a really big blow 
off the Isle of Man. It just went 
mad: 17 to 45 knots in five min-
utes. Being out at sea teaches 
people to face their fears. We 
have to get through it together. 
You bond as a team.’

‘We are all on the same boat,’ 
said first mate ‘Big Al’, an 
ex-cavalry officer once ‘written 
off’ with a brain injury and 
broken neck but now training 
to be a yachtmaster. ‘It gives the 
confidence boost that veterans 
are looking for,’ he said. ‘It is 
like being back on a horse.’

New debt service lands £3.75m funding boost
A NEW service to support 
Argyll and Bute residents with 
debt issues has been officially 
launched.

Money Skills Argyll is sup-
ported by the Big Lottery Fund 
and the European Social Fund 
through the Delivering Finan-
cial Inclusion programme.

Argyll and Bute Council and 
key partners have been awarded 
the £3.75 million contract to 

deliver a range of financial inclu-
sion services in the area for the 
next three years. The partners 
will offer free impartial and 
confidential services aimed at re-
ducing the burden of debt to lone 
parents, workless households and 
low-income households.

Money Skills Argyll is a 
partnership comprising, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Big Lottery 
Fund, Argyll and Bute Adult 

Learning and Literacy Service, 
Argyll and Bute Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau, Argyll Community 
Housing Association, Fyne 
Homes, West Highland Hous-
ing Association, Dunbritton 
Housing Association, Argyll 
Networks, ALI Energy, Bute 
Advice Centre, Carr Gomm, 
HELP and Kintyre Youth En-
quiry Service.

The project partners will 

offer help, advice and support 
with debt and money advice, 
computer skills, money man-
agement, income maximisation 
and fuel poverty for up to 3,000 
people across Argyll and Bute.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council, said: ‘We want to help 
as many people as possible 
to reduce their debts and the 
money from the Big Lottery 

Fund and the European Social 
Fund will help us achieve that 
ambition.

‘The service will make a real 
difference to the lives of many 
people who may be struggling 
to manage their finances. The 
partners will work together 
to provide a personal service 
offering practical help to help 
address the needs of individuals 
and households.’

A few of the Spirit of Falmouth’s crew moored at Oban’s new pontoons are, left to right, veterans 
Chris, Andy, Rich, Dixie, Dan, Big Al, Pat, Emz, Gary and Ash.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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CAIRNGORM

The stunning  
German  

kitchen range.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness  01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin  01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso 01847 894956

Tarmac 
sellers 
‘mislead’ 
residents
TRADING Standards are warn-
ing Oban and Lorn residents to 
be aware of cold-calling tarmac 
sellers.

Argyll and Bute Trading 
Standards is receiving reports 
of ‘poor quality work and illegal 
practices by workmen cold-call-
ing local residents and offering 
to lay and repair driveways and 
similar,’ it stated on its Facebook 
page on Monday.

These typically poor practices, 
it explained, include ‘misleading 
residents by saying things like 
they are working for the council 
or someone locally, or have 
spare tarmac left over’.

Also, ‘quoting a price and then 
asking for a much higher price 
after the work is finished - often 
by many thousands of pounds. 
Carrying out a poor quality job 
that will not last’.

The agency, which investigates 
commercial organisations 
which trade outside the law 
or in unethical ways, advised 
consumers: ‘Before carrying out 
any such work at your property, 
a trader must provide you with 
written details that includes the 
name and address of the trader, 
the price and details of the work 
involved.

‘You must be given, in writing, 
a 14-day cooling-off period so 
you can change your mind and 
cancel the work if you wish to 
do so. 

‘The trader must not start work 
before the 14 days unless you 
have given your written permis-
sion to do so.

‘Residents are advised to make 
sure that any unexpected trad-
ers calling and offering work 
provide written details in full, 
and are willing to wait until the 
cooling-off period has ended, 
before they agree to any work.

‘If the traders won’t follow the 
rules, it isn’t worth taking the 
chance. You could end up badly 
out of pocket and with a lot of 
un-needed stress.

‘If you ask the person to leave 
your property, they must do so 
immediately. Aggressive sales 
tactics, harassment and coercion 
are prohibited by law. You are 
not obliged to pay any amount 
of money before work is carried 
out.

‘If you feel threatened or you 
suspect that the person may be 
a bogus caller, telephone Police 
Scotland on 101. Do report 
them.’

For further advice on rights in 
relation to unexpected callers, 
contact Argyll and Bute Trading 
Standards via Citizens Advice 
Consumer Service on 03454 
040506.

WHITE VAN Man

There is so much happening in Oban this week
I REALLY can’t believe that 
it’s the end of August already, 
writes Oban town ambassador 
Kay MacDonald. What hap-
pened to the summer?

I now have my hopes pinned 
on an Indian summer because 
I’m not ready for autumn or 
winter yet.

We still have a lot to look 
forward to though starting 
with the Argyllshire Gathering 
today (Thursday). I love the 
parade through the town – it’s 
something I remember seeing 
as a child and standing waiting 
for the pipers to pass.

Games day always has a wee 
buzz about it and I’m sure this 
year won’t be any different.

We also have a pretty busy 
weekend coming up with the sea 
kayak race on Saturday, leav-
ing the North Pier and going 

around Kerrera to end up back 
at the pier again.

It’s always exciting to 
watch and, if I remember right-
ly, it was a fairly choppy day for 
them last year. Hopefully, this 
year the weather will be kinder 
to them.

Also on Saturday we have the 
BBC’s Paul Murton in conver-
sation about his new book on 
the Hebrides at 3pm. Tickets 
are free and on a first come, 
first served basis.

To top it all off Oban Airport 
is hosting Oban Air Fair this 
weekend between 10am and 
5pm on Saturday and 10am to 
4pm on Sunday where, as well as 
seeing a Catalina and a display 
from Oban and District Classic 
Car Club, there will be stalls 
and Victorian teas available, 
among other things.

I hope some of you managed 
to identify the photo from last 
week as the fire escape at the 
back of the Rockfield Centre 

and this week is something you 
might notice while sheltering 
from the rain, which is what 
brought it to my attention.

WHERE IS THIS?

OVER the past few weeks, 
information has been made 
known as to the number of 
councillors in Scotland with 
council tax arrears.

I am not without sympathy. 
Financial hardship can hit any 
of us at any time. This may be 
due to problems we inherit 
which are beyond our control, 
or in some cases by deliberate-
ly ignoring the situation.

When it comes to standing 
for the council, I would hope 
that at the time of putting 
himself or herself forward for 
election, any candidate with 
council tax arrears would not 
be allowed to stand.

However, I have a feeling that 
candidates – whether for a par-
ticular party or independent 
– are not vetted. This should 
also be carried out on the 
basis of the candidates’ past 
criminal records, ensuring 

that those standing for office 
are of good character.

If anyone incurs unavoidable 
council tax arrears while serv-
ing as a councillor, they should 
be given every chance to sort 
the situation out without 
having to be sanctioned by the 
council.

In life there are those out there 
who can but won’t pay; those 
who think it is their prerogative 
to do as they please. 

It is our duty to pay council tax 
– which I firmly believe should 
be means-tested, so you pay the 
amount that your earnings safe-
ly allow you to pay. However, if 
you are a serving councillor who 

can pay but has not paid, you 
should not be allowed to carry 
on in office.

None of us is above the law. 
We all have to contribute to 
public services which at the 
present time have never been 
so badly stretched financially.

Why does the council’s fi-
nance department allow coun-
cil tax arrears to accumulate 
to the level that some of them 
are? I think it is about time it 
shared the blame of this sham-
bolic situation as, after all, it is 
the department which enforces 
and monitors the situation.

George Berry

Oban’s Rockfi eld Centre 
is location for art project
AN AMBITIOUS project is 
bringing contemporary visual 
art to the Oban and Lorn area.

This is a first not only for the 
Rockfield Centre but for the 
area.

Sponsorship by the Glenburnie 
Hotel and Hazelbank Motors of 
Oban led the development and 
research stages and has attract-
ed new government funding 
for Oban in the form of a grant 
from the Culture and Business 
Fund Scotland (CBFS).

This sponsorship and funding 
provide phase one, a research 
studio and series of public 
events at the Rockfield Centre, 
as well as a new website which 
acts as an archive and visual 

resource of images.
‘Locating Lorne’ is devised by 

Deirdre MacKenna, who grew 
up in Oban and has developed 
her career in contemporary 
visual art in Scotland and Eu-
rope. 

Deirdre is keen to see images 
and contemporary visual art 
play a stronger role in north 
Argyll and the west of Scotland, 
and has created Locating Lorne 
as a way to bring people togeth-
er to achieve this.

Her aim is that Locating 
Lorne generates important 
new art works which promote 
the area to people near and 
far, and, over time, to develop 
knowledge and understanding 

of the intrinsic aspects of the 
culture and territory of the area.

Phase two will see the first 
series of contemporary artists’ 
residencies in the Oban and 
Lorn area. 

‘Artists will work with the new 
archive to make contemporary 
artworks such as photography, 
film/video, drawings, prints, 
paintings, sculpture and crea-
tive writing of high technical, 
aesthetic and critical standards 
capable of thriving in local, na-
tional and international arenas.

Deirdre said: ‘Artists, galleries 
and museums present images 
which develop the identity of 
their local areas and provide 
people with ways of making 

sense of what they see around 
them. Argyll has the lowest rate 
of galleries and museums per 
capita in Scotland and no fund-
ing to develop artists’ careers or 
projects so there’s a lot of work 
to be done.

‘The Rockfield Centre is open-
ing up new ways for creative ac-
tivities to thrive at the heart of 
the community and I hope that 
Locating Lorne adds to this new 
era of creative confidence and 
leads to lots of people thinking 
about and using images more in 
their everyday lives.’

Locating Lorne is based at the 
Rockfield Centre and is open 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
from noon to 6pm. 

Drop-in sessions are open 
today (Thursday August 24) 
and next Thursday from 6pm to 
7pm.

Deirdre added: ‘Please bring 
along images and objects that 
you feel represent Lorne. 
These will be scanned and 
photographed and added to the 
Locating Lorne website.’

Locating Lorne is also part 
of the Rockfield Centre stand 
in the heritage tent at the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering.

The formal launch of Locating 
Lorne is on Saturday September 
2. 

More information at www.
locatinglorne.net and on the 
Facebook page Locating-Lorne.

Help name new ship in Oban pirate playpark
THERE’S a new ship in town ... 
and all under-fives are invited to 
jump aboard!

Oban Community Playpark is 
delighted to announce the offi-
cial opening of the under-fives 
pirate ship playpark at Atlantis 
Leisure Centre in Oban.

But the ship needs a name. 
Children up to 15 are being 
asked to send The Oban Times 
their suggestions of a new name 
for the boat. The child with the 
most popular ship’s name, which 
will be voted for by the public, 

will win a brand new iPad mini 
courtesy of Scottish Sea Farms, 
which also donated £10,068 
toward the latest project.

Lyndsay Elliot, of Oban Com-
munity Playparks, said: ‘All the 
volunteer mums in Team Play-
park are excited about the immi-
nent opening of the under-fives 
playpark, as it will benefit so 
many children and families.

‘It has taken almost six years 
to raise more than £334,000 
to build these fantastic play-
parks, and this couldn’t have 

happened without the loyal sup-
port of local businesses, people 
and groups, and our partners 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
Atlantis Community Leisure.

‘We are officially opening the 
new under-fives playpark at the 
Atlantis birthday party on Sep-
tember 30 and we’d love to see 
all the people who have helped 
over the years come and cele-
brate this massive community 
achievement.’

To enter the competition, 
visit https://goo.gl/yqTq2XThe lucky winner will receive an iPad mini.

Organisations 
receive £6,000
WEST Highland Housing Association celebrated 
its work over the past year by handing out £6,000 
to two local organisations.

WHHA donated £5,000 to the Appin Commu-
nity Development Trust and £1,000 to the Hope 
Kitchen at its AGM last Thursday.

The cheques were presented by former Dunbeg 
Primary School headteacher Sine MacVicar, who 
also presented West Highland with its Investors 
in Young People Award and its Healthy Working 
Lives Award. Iona Smith, who has been at WHHA 
for 25 years, also received recognition on the night.

Dougie Mackie, chairman of WHHA, said: 
‘This has been a very good year for West High-
land Housing Association.

‘As part of the Link Group, we have seen 
ongoing work towards providing 300 homes at 
Dunbeg which, when completed, will be managed 
by WHHA. In addition, we have completed 18 
properties at Port Ellen on Islay and are starting 
work on a number of small developments in the 
Oban area and our neighbouring islands.

‘Our recent charitable donations targets help 
some of our most vulnerable residents through 
Hope Kitchen and medical transportation for the 
elderly in the Appin area.’

Receiving cheques from Dougie Mackie 
were Appin Community Development 

Trust chairman Bob Cornish and 
Catriona Petit, of Hope Kitchen, while 

also recognised were, left to right, 
Leona Currie, Jason Wylie, Iona Smith, 

Paul Ferguson and Lewis MacPhee. 
16_t34_WHHA01/16_t34_WHHA02

Oban Art Society 
now on Facebook
THANKS to the e� orts and com-
mitment of Bob Clarke, Oban Art 
Society is now on Facebook.

The society’s Robert McCulloch 
said: ‘We think this will be a 
great asset to the society, and an 
excellent way of connecting with 
a larger number of art enthusia-
sists.

‘The project is in its infancy, 
so please have a look at the 
Facebook page and see how you 
might interact.  To contribute, 
contact Bob at robertclarke538@
btinternet.com.’

Tommy is new 
Rotary president
THE Rotary Club of Oban’s new 
president for 2017/18 is Tommy 
McQuade, who comes from a 
well-known local family. 

Tommy is pictured above with 
members of his management 
committee who meet monthly 
to discuss their business which 
largely involves supporting 
good causes here and abroad. 

In his inaugural speech, Tom-
my said that, while the club 
should continue to support 
as wide a range of activities 
as possible, the emphasis for 
2017/18 would be on extending 
its youth-oriented activities 
with the needs of disabled and 
disadvantaged children very 
much to the fore.

TIMESLINE

Hugh proves he is 
a growth industry
HUGH McLeod from Benderloch 
had a blooming marvellous time 
at the Ardrishaig Flower Show.

Hugh picked up no fewer than 
14 � rst place prizes, including 
being awarded the Coronation 
Cup for the most points in the 
open section.

Held on Friday August 18, the 
66th annual show saw stunning 
exhibits from budding new gar-
deners to the cream of the crop 
experts. And an array of tasty 
treats and crafty creations in the 
baking and craft classes.
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Mull man fi ned £650 
for two offences
A 20-YEAR-OLD driver 
from Mull will have his licence 
revoked after receiving six pen-
alty points for driving without 
insurance.

Darren Clark, of 10 Millbrae, 
Bunessan, also received a £300 
fine for the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
on August 14.

Clark’s solicitor, Jane McLar-
en, argued for a special defence, 
saying her client had no idea he 
wasn’t insured as his employer 
had taken him off the company’s 
insurance without telling him.

Sheriff Patrick Hughes ruled 
that he should have checked he 
was insured before driving. At 
the time of the offence, Clark 
had been driving for less than 
two years.

Clark also received a £350 fine 
for a previous offence that was 
deferred until the same day - 
obstructing police officers from 
carrying out their duties.

On February 1, 2016, in a flat 
in Oban, at around 2.45am, 
police were called to a house 
party, where Clark was living at 
the time.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty told the court that after police 
explained why they were there, 
Clark pushed the door shut 
before shouting for others to 
assist him.

He added: ‘Numerous people 
were heard shouting that the 
police should have a war-
rant. [Clark] continued to shout 
to the police that they would not 
be allowed entry.

‘Entry was forced using a 
police enforcer and [Clark] was 
placed under arrest.

‘Throughout the course of his 
arrest, [Clark] was shouting and 
swearing at the police.’

Sheriff Patrick Hughes said: ‘I 
think this is a serious offence: 
to speak to police officers like 
that.’

Fort William man fails to 
have conviction overturned
A FORT William man who 
was found guilty of having sex 
with an underage schoolgirl has 
failed to have his conviction 
overturned.

Angus Francis was jailed for 18 
months last November following 
a trial at Oban Sheriff Court.

Francis – who has served his 
sentence – returned to the dock 
for an appeal hearing at the 
High Court in Glasgow.

His legal team argued his 
conviction should be quashed.

Dale Hughes, defending, said 
certain evidence relating to 
the girl had apparently led to 
a ‘skewed account’ during the 
trial. The advocate described 
it as a ‘wholly inaccurate’ and 
‘unfair position’.

Mr Hughes further said the 
prosecution had been ‘oppres-
sive’ in connection with this 

testimony. After considering the 
claims, Lord Carloway, sitting 
with Lords Menzies and Brodie, 
on Friday August 18 refused the 
appeal.

Francis was jailed last year 
after a sheriff said it was ‘abun-
dantly plain’ the girl was ‘open 
or at least susceptible to abuse’ 
due to her vulnerability.

As well as the prison term, 
Francis was also ordered to be 
supervised for a further three 
years.

Man fi ned £750 following 
assault at Corran toilets
A 35-YEAR-OLD Oban man 
has received a £750 fine after 
being found guilty of assault.

Colin Baxter, of 1 Law Road, 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday August 14.

The incident occurred in the 
early hours of October 2, 2016, 
during an event at the Corran 
Halls.

The court heard that Baxter 
punched a man to the ground 
in the toilets and repeatedly 
punched him when he was on the 
floor.

The victim said: ‘It was just 
myself that was in the toilet at the 
time. I done the toilet, buttoned 
up my jeans and turned round to 
a tirade of punches.

‘He knocked me to the floor 
before throwing another three to 
four punches.’

Baxter pleaded not guilty to 
the charge, claiming he acted 
in self-defence. He said: ‘On 
three occasions [the victim] had 
walked through me, knocking my 
drink. He done something simi-
lar on another two occasions.’

Baxter then said he left the 
premises to get away from it, 
before returning at around mid-
night.

‘I was in the toilet myself. He 
entered and we passed and again 
he barged straight into me.

‘I had enough. I grabbed him, 
pinned him to the wall and said, 
“Stay away from me”.

‘He took a swing at me. I 
blocked him and struck him with 
my left hand.

‘His legs went from underneath 
him. I sat him down and said this 

did not have to happen, and I left.’
Two police officers were car-

rying out a routine check-up of 
the premises, when one of them 
spotted Baxter leaving the toilets.

One of the officers, who knew 
Baxter, conversed with him for 
around a minute, but he did not 
mention anything about the 
incident.

It was not until the police spot-
ted the victim, who had injuries to 
his face, that they were informed 
of what happened.

Baxter was then apprehended 

and one police officer told the 
court that they spotted blood on 
his arm. However, this was gone 
before getting back to Oban 
police station.

After hearing evidence from 
two police constables and the 
victim, as well as looking at pho-
tographs of the assault, Sheriff 
Patrick Hughes found Baxter 
guilty.

‘This is a concerning matter,’ he 
said. ‘It is quite a bad injury. The 
matter will be dealt with in a 
financial penalty.’

Petition aims 
to put council 
work online

and this would be a matter for members of 
the council to decide.’

The petition has been signed by 1,083 
people in total, including 15 Argyll and 
Bute councillors, three of whom are from 
Oban: Ms McKenzie, Kieron Green and 
Jim Lynch.

Councillor for Oban South and the Isles, 
and depute provost, Roddy McCuish, 
said: ‘It’s absolutely the right thing to do 
but, personally, it’s not top of my list of 
priorities. The cost to put it into all the 
area buildings would have to be identified 

and where that money would come from. 
Would we take it from social work? From 
education? From roads? We have to get 
on with the day job of running the council 
with a very limited budget.

‘The majority of people I have spoken 
to would rather we spent the money on 
protecting services and jobs.’

Speaking about the cost implications, 
Councillor McKenzie said: ‘They seem to 
think it has not been costed, but that does 
not wash with me. All the petition is asking 
for is anyone to support this in principle.’

A PETITION to get Argyll and Bute 
Council to broadcast its meetings online 
has been signed by more than 1,000 people.

Argyll and Bute Council already has 
the equipment, which it currently uses for 
video conferences.

Councillor Julie McKenzie, who started 
the petition, says streaming the meetings 
online will not only open the decision-mak-
ing process to those who can’t attend, but 
will also improve the quality of debate.

The Oban North and Lorn councillor 
said: ‘People want to see a more open and 
transparent council. Because of the vast 
geography of Argyll and Bute, people can’t 
get to the meetings.

‘So many councils in Scotland do it 
- Western Isles, Highland Council and Ed-
inburgh City. So we are not reinventing the 
wheel. We are just asking for something 
which should be a given, especially because 
of the difficult geography.

‘If the meetings were broadcast, I am 
certain it would improve the quality of 
debate in the chamber. I would like to see 
it broadcast on social media, which would 
save money.’

A spokesman for Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil said: ‘The council has invested in new 
technology, including video conferencing, 
which has already realised considerable 
benefits, including saving significant staff 
time and costs in travelling to meetings.

‘The council’s constitution has an existing 
protocol which allows members to partici-
pate in certain meetings remotely. Future 
developments could include live-streaming 

Councillor Julie McKenzie has gathered more than 1,000 signatures backing her petition. 16_t34JulieMcKenzie01

Woman, 19, 
caused crash 
near Dunbeg
A 19-YEAR-OLD woman 
from Taynuilt will have her 
licence revoked after she 
received six penalty points 
and a £200 fine for ‘extreme-
ly bad driving’ on the A85, 
near Dunbeg.

Megan Reid, of 1 Strath-
view, Taynuilt, pleaded 
guilty to careless driving 
after crashing into another 
car. She appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Wednesday 
August 16.

The incident took place 
on November 24, 2016 - two 
months after Reid passed 
her driving test.

Procurator fis-
cal Eoin McGinty told the 
court that Reid was travel-
ling towards Oban.

‘There’s a reasonably long 
straight with a right-hand 
bend, then a smaller straight 
[before Dunbeg],’ he said.

‘[Reid] overtook a car on 
the longer straight and then 
continued around that bend 
and she lost control.’

Reid then crashed into 
an oncoming car, which 
resulted in the other driver 
receiving two broken bones.

Reid’s solicitor, Kevin 
McGinness, described the 
accident as a ‘regrettable 
and unfortunate event’.

‘Because my client is a 
young, new driver,’ he said, 
‘anything of six points or 
beyond will see her licence 
revoked.

‘This whole event has been 
very troubling for my client. 
She is very sorry.’

Sheriff Patrick Hughes 
looked at photographs of the 
incident and described it as 
‘extremely bad driving’.

Man doing 108mph says 
he misread speedometer
A 29-YEAR-OLD man has 
admitted travelling at 108mph 
on the A85 at Arrivain, near to 
Tyndrum.

Pablo Huertes De Pablo, 
of Feorlin, Longsdale Road, 
Oban, received five penalty 
points and a £400 fine for the 
offence.

Pablo appeared in Oban Sher-
iff Court on Tuesday August 
15. The speeding occurred on 
May 1 earlier this year.

Pablo’s solicitor said: ‘He was 
in Spain on holiday and was 

driving a lot in Spain. He mis-
read the speedometer in the car 
to be kilometers per hour, not 
miles per hour.

‘He does require his driving 
licence for his job. It would be a 
considerable inconvenience for 
him to lose his licence.’

Sheriff Patrick Hughes said: 
‘The speed is very alarming. 
This area has a great deal of 
people coming in who use 
kilometers and the vast majority 
are able to maintain the speed 
limit.’

Almost 160,000 acres of land 
are now in community hands
ALMOST 160,000 acres of land 
are now owned by community 
groups across Argyll and Bute 
and the Highlands.

A total of 201 groups 
own 158,477 acres - 124 groups 
for 142,177 acres in the High-
lands and 77 groups for 16,300 
acres in Argyll and Bute, ac-
cording to Scottish Government 
figures.

The groups use the land to 
create jobs, increase the pro-
vision of local housing and im-

prove community facilities. The 
land is part of almost 563,000 
acres owned by 494 community 
groups across Scotland.

Cabinet Secretary for Land 
Reform Roseanna Cunningham 
said: ‘These figures highlight 
the progress we are making as 
we work towards our goal of 
moving one million acres into 
community hands by 2020.

‘Communities across the 
Highlands have shown real 
leadership in using these powers 

and helping to ensure that land 
works for the benefit of all.

‘Land is one of our most valu-
able assets and land reform has 
already delivered significant 
benefits to rural and, increas-
ingly, urban communities across 
Scotland.

‘We will continue to work to 
ensure the benefits of commu-
nity ownership – more jobs, af-
fordable housing and improved 
local facilities – are  experi-
enced by all.’

Mull fi sherman evades tax and 
National Insurance for six years
A 33-YEAR-OLD fisherman 
has admitted to evading income 
tax and National Insurance for 
five years.

Iain MacKenzie, of 2 Morven 
Drive, Tobermory, failed to 
declare his taxable income from 
April 6, 2009, until April 5, 2015.

He evaded paying £20,998 in 
income tax and £9,268 in Na-
tional Insurance contributions.

MacKenzie earned between 

£31,000 and £41,500 per year 
throughout that time.

MacKenzie’s solicitor said: ‘It 
arose out of chaos – at a chaotic 
part of his life. He buried his 
head in the sand for a period 
of time. He understands the 
impact this type of offence has 
on the community.’

MacKenzie has made initial 
contact with an accountant to 
sort out the debt.

Sheriff Patrick Hughes told 
MacKenzie he was lucky not to 
be jailed. He said: ‘The amount 
of money is so significant that in 
normal circumstances we would 
look at a custodial sentence.’

Sheriff Hughes ordered Mac-
Kenzie to carry out 180 hours 
of unpaid work, saying: ‘The 
community has suffered from 
your actions and you will be able 
to pay them back.’

Do you have a story  
for The Oban Times? 
Call our newsroom 
on 01631 568000.

When the chips 
are down ...
A TYNDRUM eatery is in the 
running to be named Scot-
land’s top � sh and chip shop.

The Real Food Café was 
among the six � nalists re-
vealed on Tuesday August 22 
as part of the 30th anniversary 
National Fish & Chip Awards, 
organised by Sea� sh.

Following initial judging, the 
six  chippies have been short-
listed for the Fish and Chip 
Shop of the Year Award – one 
of 15 categories in the 2018 
National Fish & Chip Awards, 
the ‘Oscars’ of the industry.
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Plan is ill-conceived
THERE is highly justifiable an-
ger over the proposal to close the 
A828 over three weeks during the 
daytime to carry out roadworks.

BEAR Scotland, the nation-
al ‘service provider in the Scottish 
roads maintenance sector’ - so 
its website says - announced the 
planned closures of this vital 
artery earlier this month.

The plans are for work to be 
done in two phases, the first be-
tween Ballachulish and Creagan 
from Monday September 11 to 
Monday September 18, with the 
road shut for three days on the 
11th, 12th and 13th from 8am to 
7pm. The second phase will see 
work done between Creagan and 
Ledaig, from Tuesday September 
19 to Thursday September 28, 
with the road closed from the 19th 
to the 27th from 8.30am to 7pm 
(weekdays only).

BEAR Scotland said: ‘Access for 
public transport and emergency 
services would be accommodated, 
and access for local residents and 
businesses will be maintained 
when it is safe to do so. All other 
vehicles will be diverted at Balla-
chulish and Connel via Tyndrum 
(A82 and A85).’

A spokesperson defended the 
decision despite the perfectly viable 
alternative of doing the work at 
night.

A statement from BEAR Scot-
land said: ‘Carrying out all activities 
within the combined project sep-

arately and at night would require 
at least 22 night-time closures and 
take up to 12 weeks.

‘The proposal to deliver the 
package of improvements in two 
phases under ‘blocks’ of day clo-
sures, outwith the summer peak 
season, will mean considerably 
less disruption throughout the 
year for road users and provides 
a much safer environment for 
roadworkers.’

Never mind the inconvenience 
- and expense - of a 90-mile di-
version via the A82 and A85, this 
will cause severe disruption for 
countless people.

It could also be devastating for a 
number of local businesses which 
rely on passing trade using this 
trunk road.

As we reported last week, at 
least two local entrepreneurs 

have stuck their heads above the 
parapet to condemn this.

Ewan Mathieson said: ‘I operate 
a tourist business in the area. My 
visitors will have significant delays 
in arriving into Appin and will 
be denied the ability to tour the 
area. Appin and North Argyll rely 
on tourism. I will lose business, 
income and reputation. BEAR 
Scotland plans for significant dis-
ruption and daytime road closures 
to my only road north and south 
are completely unacceptable and 
need to be stopped.’

And Fiona Hutchison, who runs 
Kinloch laich Garden Centre and 
self-catering cottages, added: 
‘This will mean a complete loss 
of income for my business. I rely 
on passing trade and ... if this goes 
ahead I will have no income and 
will have to look at giving my staff 

fewer working hours for the whole 
winter following.’

Both of them are right.
We are still in the tourist season 

so this foolish plan will hit them 
and others hard.

The only sensible solution is to 
bite the bullet and do the work at 
night. Come on, BEAR Scotland, 
admit this plan is a mistake.

Pointless ceremony
A PRESS release from Argyll and 
Bute Council at the tail end of 
last week announced the official 
opening of the new pontoons at the 
North Pier.

The ceremony – no doubt with all 
the high heid-yins away from their 
desks at Kilmory and enjoying a 
junket up to Oban for the after-
noon – is due to take place at 2pm 
on Thursday August 31.

I have to ask, though: why?
We’ve already had an opening, 

performed by Councillor Elaine 
Robertson, at the start of the 
month. We even published a story 
and picture in our edition of Au-
gust 3. 

The council was rushed into de-
claring the pontoons open because 
boats were already using them.

So what on earth is the point of 
doing it again?

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@oban-
times.co.uk or The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB.

Councillor Elaine Robertson, second left, opens the pontoons – for the 
� rst time – with members of the Ocean Youth Trust.
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MONITORING work undertaken on behalf of Food 
Standards Scotland has shown that the high levels of shell-
fish toxins identified in East Loch Roag in Lewis in July 
have returned to safe levels. The warning against eating 
shellfish from this area has now been lifted.

KILMORE 100 Club’s July winner was L Goodall and 
August winner C Sillett.

Kilmore Hall fundraising car boot sale on July 1 raised 
£342 and thanks are given to all who helped with this event.

SIX FLYING club members in three aircraft enjoyed an 
‘excellent’ day at the Newtownards (Ulster Flying Club) fly 
in and open day.

Pupils at Achaleven School are being reminded to show 
parents homework folders for forms to be filled in and 
returned to school.

DO YOU want a few hours’ work which would give you lots 
of satisfaction as well as an income? Do you like a blether 
and would like to help people remain safely in their own 
homes? Crossroads North Argyll is looking for people to 
join its small friendly team as support workers working in 
Taynuilt, Dunbeg, Oban and surroundings areas. Contact 
Cath on 01631 562277 for an informal discussion.

ERICA Donnison of the Posture Clinic is coming to Ben-
derloch, teaching between September 11 and 14. Anyone 
wanting to book lessons, or learn more information, please 
get in touch with Jill Bowis at Kintaline Farm.

COLL was highlighted in the national media as one of the 
best places in the UK to spot stars last week.

Noting the Dark Skies project, it was stated: ‘The Isle of 
Coll in the Inner Hebrides is renowned for its stargazing. 
The bright band of the Milky Way is clearly visible over 
the island – making it one of the perfect spots to catch the 
Perseids [a meteorite shower last weekend].’

AN TALLA Community Hall will host a Blas festival 
concert at 7.30pm on September 1.

Featuring the Donald Black Band and Mary Ann Ken-
nedy in concert with Òigridh Fèis Thiriodh, the event will 
mark the start of the Blas.

THE Isle of Jura Music Festival will take place from 
September 22 to 24 with tickets priced between £16 and 
£38. For more information look at the Jura Music Festival 
Facebook page.

THERE will be an allotments open weekend on September 
2 to 3 offering a hot drink, cakes and a light lunch all for a 
donation. Produce will also be available to visitors.

VISITORS and residents to Easdale Island enjoyed a night 
of music when Tide Lines played in the village hall. Robert 
Robertson brought out their loyal following for the gig.

ORGANISERS of the Seil Skiff Coastal Rowing Club 
have invited residents of the island to join them at the Loch 
Lomond picnic for the Scottish Coastal Rowing Associa-
tion’s event on September 24. Anyone who wants to go is 
reminded it is the day following the Castle to Crane race.

LUSS Primary School has scooped its seventh Eco-Schools 
green flag. Run by Keep Scotland Beautiful, Eco-Schools 
is the largest sustainable schools programme in the world 
and encourages young people to take steps to ensure that 
they look after their environment. 

MEMBERS of WASPI 
(Women Against State 
Pension Inequality) Argyll 
and the Isles held a meeting 
in Inveraray on Saturday 
for women born in the 
1950s.

Women from Strachur, 
Lochgilphead and Oban 
met members who had 
travelled from Helensburgh 
and Kintyre. WASPI is a 
campaign group whose 
aims are to achieve fair 
transitional state pension 
arrangements for all wom-
en born in the 1950s.

The group have been 
supported by MP Brendan 
O’Hara, and both MSPs 
in Argyll and Bute, Jackie 
Baillie and Michael Russell.

The next meeting will 
be a drop-in session in 
Oban on Friday November 

17 between 2.30pm and 
3.30pm at the Rockfield 
Centre, followed by a meet-

ing in Lochgilphead. All 
1950s-born women living 
in Argyll and Bute will be 

welcome. Details will be 
posted at www.waspi.co.uk/
argyll- isles.

TEACHER Claire Wilson 
is set to represent the 
Western Isles at the 10th 
anniversary of a military 
tattoo in Moscow.

Western Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil said he was de-
lighted to learn that Claire 
had been selected to join 
the 50-strong international 
championship Highland 
dance team which will 
perform at the Spasskaya 
Tower Tattoo – the Kremlin 
military tattoo.

The Spasskaya Tower 
Tattoo will take place from 
Saturday August 26 to 
Sunday September 3 and is 
staged with the backdrop 
of the monumental walls of 
the Kremlin.

The tattoo gathers the best 
artistic groups and musicians 
from all over the world.  The 
international team consists 
of premier level dancers 
from five countries – Cana-
da, the Netherlands, Russia, 
Scotland and South Africa.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘Claire 
is the sole representative 
from the Western Isles to 
perform on Red Square in 
Moscow, which is a remark-
able opportunity.

‘Claire is hopeful that her 
attendance will encourage 
and inspire other young 
dancers from the islands to 
aspire to these heights and 
I wish her well in what I am 
sure will be a wonderful 
experience.’

ON SATURDAY Septem-
ber 2, Dalmally presents its 
annual agricultural show.

This is a well-attended 
event at which visitors to the 
show can enjoy a variety of 
attractions, view exception-
al exhibits and sample won-
derful Highland produce in 
a spectacular setting.

A new secretary has been 
appointed to the Dalmally 
Agricultural Society Com-
mittee.

Tracey Peedle, from 
Cladich, will be responsible 
for the administration of 
the 2017 show.

Show president Jon 
Strickland said: ‘We want 
to thank Rhona for her 
years of hard work and ded-
ication which have ensured 
a series of excellent shows. 
We welcome Tracey to the 
committee and are all look-
ing forward to working with 
her on the 2017 event.’

THE Theatre of Drams 
Whisky Symposium, de-
scribed as an ‘educational 
celebration of whisky’, will 
take place on October 23-27 
at Bowmore Hall, Islay.

As part of the event, 
theoretical lectures will 
take place each morning 
and will follow the linear 
process of whisky making.

Afternoons will offer class-
es on peat cutting, as well as 
distillery tours, tastings, and 
meetings with independent 
distillers and bottlers.

Speakers include former 
Bruichladdich master dis-
tiller Jim McEwan, who will 
showcase whiskies from 
independent bottler Hunter 
Laing.

THE Isle of Gigha Herit-
age Trust is asking anyone 
on the island and/or who 
is running a business on 
Gigha if they were offered 
a food and garden waste 
collection service once a 
week, would they use it?

The service would mean 
anyone involved putting veg-
etable peelings, egg shells, 
old pasta etc into one bin and 
garden debris into another.

Anyone who is interested 
should contact the Isle of 
Gigha Heritage Trust.

LINK Group Ltd’s devel-
opment at MacVicar Court, 
Dunbeg, has been shortlist-
ed for the best affordable 
housing development (rural 
and suburban) at the Inside 
Housing Development 
Awards 2017.

The only Scottish nominee 
in the category, MacVicar 
Court comprises 25 homes 
for social rent, including 
one- and two-bedroom flats, 
two-bedroom semi-detached 
and mid terrace houses, and 
three-bedroom houses.

KILNINVER and Kilmel-
ford Community Council 
heard that a flashing sign 
would be installed on a tem-
porary basis in Kilmelford.

If its presence is deemed 
successful, the community 
council could seek funding 
of £2,000 to £3,000 for a 
permanent installation.

The community council 
wished to record the effort 
put in at Kilmelford by 
Colin and Cameron Car-
michael, Ian and Gordon 

Mackinnon, and Duncan 
Macmillan in keeping the 
verges cut and neat, and to 
Sheena Hammick for the 
planted tubs.

It also thanked Colin Clark 
for work at the village hall in 
repairing damage caused by 
a lorry manoeuvring.

The community’s thanks 
was extended to all 
concerned. The meeting 
agreed to Sheena Ham-
mick’s request to fund three 
more tubs, at a cost of £100.

COWAL Highland Gath-
ering organisers are 
getting ready to welcome 
thousands of competitors 
and spectators to one of the 
country’s most exciting and 
fun-filled annual events.

Final preparations are 
being made to ensure the 
three-day extravaganza, 
which begins today (Thurs-
day August 24), lives up 
to its billing as one of 
Scotland’s biggest and best 
family days out.

Each year, hundreds of 
the world’s best Highland 
dancers, pipers, heavy 
athletes and traditional 
wrestlers converge on this 

corner of Scotland to battle 
it out to be crowned Cowal 
champion.

Among other attractions 
is the spectacular Ridgeside 
Falconry Display team. For 
many years Ridgeside has 
trained its collection of birds 
of prey to give exciting and 
humorous displays to the 
public and it is definitely a 
hands-on – or talons-on – 
audience experience.

Also on hand to wow the 
crowds will be Scotland’s 
premier cycle stunt team 
The Clan, back by popular 
demand after knockout 
performances at last year’s 
gathering.

Claire Wilson is heading for Moscow to dance.

The women gather at Inveraray for their recent meeting.

A VETERAN staff mem-
ber of the Real Food Café 
has celebrated his 10-year 
work anniversary with the 
business by completing his 
first skydive.

Brian MacDonald turned 
down a more traditional 
gift such as a watch or 
decanter, instead opting to 
jump out of a plane from 
10,000ft.

Brian, who had never 
been on a plane previously, 
visited the Strathallan 
Skydive centre to take to 
the air for the first time 
before free-falling for a full 
minute and landing safely 
under parachute.

‘It was incredible! I was 
a little nervous at first, 
but mostly I was looking 

forward to it,’ Brian said. 
‘When Sarah asked if I 
wanted to do something 
special to celebrate 10 years 
at the café, I didn’t know 
what she had planned at 
first, but I’m really pleased 
I did it. 

‘And it’s a great story to 
share with the customers 
and the rest of the team.’

Owner of the Real Food 
Café Sarah Heward, who 
organised the trip, was 
there to capture all the 
action.

‘Brian is an integral part 
of our team and we wanted 
to do something really 
special to celebrate this 
momentous anniversary. 

‘He is such a great char-
acter and always up for 

giving something a go, so 
the skydive seemed like 
the perfect gift to mark the 
occasion.’

And Magda Ganea from 
the café has been named 
as one of the UK’s top 10 
young fish friers as part of 
the 2018 National Fish and 

Chip Awards, organised by 
Seafish.

Shortlisted for the Dry-
wite Young Fish Frier of 
the Year Award – which 
is one of 14 categories – 
Magda will now batter 
it out against nine other 
contenders.

Brian MacDonald gets ready to jump.

DONALDA MacKinnon, 
who was appointed as the 
first female director of BBC 
Scotland last December, will 
give this year’s annual Angus 
Macleod memorial lecture 
on the evening of Thurs-
day November 2.

The lecture will take place 
in partnership with the new 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
e-Sgoil education initiative 

based in Stornoway and 
will be broadcast live to 
locations throughout the 
islands and the mainland 
using the technology now 
available from e-Sgoil.

This will allow the lecture 
to reach a much wider 
audience with greater inter-
action and participation.

Donalda was born and 
brought up in Harris and is 

fluent in Gaelic. Her lecture, 
which will be given mainly 
in English, is on the subject 
The Role of the BBC in an 
Ever Changing Global Com-
munications Industry.

She will reflect on how 
recent political, social, and 
technical developments 
have affected the environ-
ment in which the BBC 
works and its future role, 

with particular reference to 
broadcasting in Scotland.

The lecture is at 7.30pm 
in the e-Sgoil premises, 
Francis Street, Stornoway. 
Those wishing to attend 
or to discuss the possibility 
of linking in from other 
locations, should contact 
Cathie Mary Maclennan 
on 01851 822850 or cmma-
clennan1a@gnes.net.
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A night out 
for Mike and 
Lisa, leaves 
Mike more 
out of pocket 
than he 
intended...

MORVERN lines

Hill House was built in the early 20th century using what were then cutting-edge design and materials. Picture: National Trust for Scotland

NTS project will see top 
properties reveal secrets
THE National Trust for Scot-
land’s Hill House is one of the 
first properties to take part in 
one of Scotland’s biggest ever 
heritage projects – Project 
Reveal.

The £1.3 million project is tak-
ing place at all of the properties 
cared for by Scotland’s largest 
conservation charity to update 
the information and collect 
pictures of every item in its care.

A team of four will be hard 

at work at the stunning Mack-
intosh-designed mansion in 
Helensburgh over the next 
few months, recording and 
photographing every piece of its 
amazing collection.

The work comes as the Hill 
House prepares to become the 
focus of another project, this 
time to tackle the longstanding 
issue of damp at the magnifi-
cent home which was built in the 
early 20th century using what 

were then cutting-edge design 
and materials.

National Trust for Scotland 
chief executive Simon Skinner 
said: ‘This is a huge project, 
both for the trust and for the 
heritage of Scotland.

‘It will mean we know so much 
more about the many treasures 
in our care, and this informa-
tion will help us as we strive to 
share Scotland’s spectacular 
scenery, amazing history and 

unforgettable experiences with 
more visitors, in more engaging 
and relevant ways.’

Wendy Turner, manager for 
Project Reveal, added: ‘Much 
of this work will be taking place 
in full view of our visitors, so 
we will be revealing not just our 
collections at the Hill House, 
but our working methods as 
well.

‘We fully expect the teams 
to find hidden treasures and 

to uncover new stories about 
our collections in Argyll and 
beyond.’

Teams have also started work 
at Brodie Castle at Forres, 
Pitmedden Garden in Aber-
deenshire, Newhailes in East 
Lothian and Culzean Castle in 
Ayrshire. They will be blogging 
about their work as they go so to 
keep up to date with the latest 
news, visit www.nts.org.uk or 
#ProjectReveal.

West Highland ponies
NOT SO long ago ponies were a com-
mon sight on Highland stalking estates 
where they were kept for bringing deer 
home from the hill.

Usually the deer were carried on 
specially designed saddles, although in 
some places they were dragged along on 
heavy wood and metal sledges. Where 
the ground was steep and rocky, many a 
good horse was ruined if the pony man 
was unable to prevent this awkward 
contraption from running into the back 
of their hind legs.

Achnacarry, the home of the Cam-
erons of Lochiel, has a very ancient 
reputation in connection with hounds, 
ponies and everything connected with 
the work of a deer forest. Donald 
Walter Cameron of Lochiel (1876-
1951), replying in 1905 to an inquiry by 
Thomas Dykes, the well-known pony 
breeder who lived near Edinburgh, had 
this to say on the subject.

‘There never has been any special 
breed of ponies in this quarter, and 
until the past two years no-one thought 
of improving them. Since the formation 
of Lovat’s Scouts [1900] some impetus 
has been given to raise a class of animal 
suitable for military as well as sporting 
purposes, but of course this requires 
time.

‘The farmers mostly used to breed or 
buy half ponies, half Clydesdales; so 
also the crofters, except that those used 
by the latter were not as a rule so heavy, 
though some of them did well enough 
as hill ponies. For myself, I have never 
been without a really good pony or two 
bought in the district. 

‘I have two now – one 30 years old, a 
fast trotter, and the best hill pony I ever 
rode; the other also smart enough to 
drive in London, and which we use here 
in a pony carriage or on the road (rid-
ing). You cannot find a better beast in 

the shooting season to carry panniers, 
or to carry myself, on steep, rough, or 
boggy ground.

‘But these kinds of ponies are rare. In 
old days there was another class about 
this country, whether bred or bought 
elsewhere I cannot say. The stamp was 
small and with light bone – not the 
best of shoulders, but extraordinary 
good ribs and back, with very powerful 
quarters, about 13 hands high. Such a 
pony I once had, and it lived till close 
on 30 years. This particular animal was 
rather a slug and not very good trotting 
on the road, but wonderfully good with 
a stag on its back. No weight seemed 
too heavy, no ground too steep or 
soft. Another of the same stamp in 

my younger days was owned by an old 
Highland drover, who had the farm of 
Erracht on this estate. This man must 
have weighed 16 or 17 stones, and he 
rode the pony all the way to Falkirk 
and attended every market. His legs 
seemed to be only a few inches from 
the ground, so tall was he and so stout 
his mount.

‘The ponies of the present day, though 
wanting the character and endurance 
of those described above, seem to 
produce a useful class of animal when 
mated with any kind of well-bred 
sire, whether Arab, polo pony, roadster 
or “so-called” Highland. 

‘The only cross I dislike extremely 
is the ordinary English thoroughbred 

horse, which in my experience produc-
es a weedy brute with long legs and no 
action, useless on the road and danger-
ous on the hill. The bad points of each 
parent seem to be reproduced and none 
of the good ones.’

There is nothing more perfect at the 
end of a day’s stalking than following 
a pony with a stag on its back down a 
glen into the mouth of the night with 
the silence broken only by the click of 
its hooves on the stony path and the 
roaring of stags from the surrounding 
hillsides. It beats looking at an animal 
lying in the back of a noisy, soulless 
machine any day. Nowhere can this 
centuries-old scene be best savoured 
than at Achnacarry.

Here, after an absence of more than 
40 years, Alex MacDonald, the sporting 
tenant, whose family have been stalkers 
on the estate for over a century, has re-
turned to the old ways by reintroducing 
hill ponies in the great pine-girt North 
Forest.

‘They are sure-footed, stocky and 
very strong. A machine may get you 
home a bit quicker, but you can’t take 
it right up on to the hill because of the 
noise. Our guests like the ponies better 
than anything. Of course, breeding 
and bringing on ponies requires a lot 
more effort than turning a key in the 
ignition. Their training is quite a long 
process, but they have a quiet tempera-
ment,’ says Alex MacDonald.

‘There is concern regarding where the 
next generation of ponymen will come 
from and how they will learn the skill. 
There’s a real lack of training in the art 
of working with hill ponies. It’s becom-
ing difficult to find a hill-wise ghillie 
that can work with a pony. The worry 
is, do you trust a pony to someone who 
will do the job only on sufferance to 
earn a seasonal wage?’

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Alex MacDonald, Achnacarry, leading home a pony with a stag on its back. 
Picture: Jessica Creighton.

The Project Reveal team at work in Hill House. The Charles Rennie Mackintosh in� uence is evident. Picture: National Trust for Scotland

I love your 
choice of 
restaurant, 
Mike, it’s 
very nice 
dining 
outside.

Yeah,  the food 
here is delicious!

Yeah, it looks 
spectacular 
doesn’t it. 
Really sets 
the scene.

I’m glad you like it, 
Mike. Cairngorm 
will be able to 
help. I’ll call them 
tomorrow and get 
them to install one 
round our deck.

No, silly, I 
just love 
the glass 
balustrade 
around the 
deck.

Honestly, when am 
I going to learn to 
keep quiet?
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THE 120th annual 
Lochaber Agricultural 
Show takes place this 
Saturday, August 26, 
and it promises to be 
another unmissable 
day out for all the 
family.

Held by permission 
of Ewen Campbell at 
Inverlochy Castle Farm, 
in a spectacular setting 
against the backdrop of 
Ben Nevis, the show is a 
celebration of the area’s 
rich farming heritage 
and allows visitors to 
savour the very best of 
country life and life-
style.

The livestock judging 
begins at 9.30am, with 

main ring attractions 
getting under way at 
12.30pm. These include 
Scottish dancing, the 
Scottish Ferret Club 
racing their animals, 
terrier races, horse 
fancy dress, sheep dog 
demonstration, a pet 
parade and much more.

The Lochaber food 
and craft tent provides 
a perfect showcase 
for high-quality local 
produce,

while other attractions 
on the family-friendly 
programme are the chil-
dren’s tent, children’s 
rides, a climbing wall 
and a chance to have 
a go on the Argocats 

and Segway personal 
transporters. Target 
sports including archery 
and air rifles, and ‘have 
a go stands’ always add 
a competitive edge to 
the day

The livestock judg-
ing, which includes 
sheep, cattle and for 
the second year after 
2015’s successful debut, 
poultry among the main 
highlights of the day, 
and judges will again 
have a tough job on 
their hands. As well 
as rewarding the most 
outstanding entries in 
each breed, the event 
underlines the high 
standards of the indus-

try as a 
whole.

The best 
jumpers , 
t h o u g h , 
will be 
determined 
at the horse and 
pony show and gym-
khana as local riders 
compete for the prized 
rosettes and silverware.

Horse power of a very 
different kind can be 
admired at the small 
vintage machinery 
display, while the 
vintage tractor parade 
is another popular 
spectacle.

Lochaber Schools 
Pipe Band will open and 

FRIDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER
Lambs & ewes.

SATURDAY 16TH 
SEPTEMBER

Weaned calves, store, 
breeding & OTM cattle.

FRIDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER
Lambs & ewes.

THURSDAY 5TH OCTOBER
Ewes & lambs.

SATURDAY 14TH OCTOBER
Weaned calves, store, 
breeding & OTM cattle.

MONDAY 23RD OCTOBER
Lambs & ewes.

FRIDAY 3RD NOVEMBER
All breeds of rams.

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER
Weaned calves, store, 
breeding & OTM cattle.

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER
Lambs, ewes & rams.

Dingwall and Highland Marts wish the 
2017 Lochaber Agricultural Show every success

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org
NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate 
your favourite 

countryside 
business for a 
Scottish Rural 

Award

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org
NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

categories 

business start up

try as a 
whole.

The best 
jumpers , 
t h o u g h , 
will be 
determined 
at the horse and 
pony show and gym-
khana as local riders 
compete for the prized 
rosettes and silverware.

Horse power of a very 

close 
t h e 

show and 
will play 

a number of 
stirring tunes, 

while Highland danc-
ers will bring another 
element of traditional 
culture to the occasion. 
There will also be live 
music throughout the 
day with various groups, 
including the Lochaber 
Wind Band.

The varied range of 
trade, catering and 
charity stands will add 
further interest and 
help create a bustling 
and colourful show-day 

atmosphere. There will 
also be an excellent 
birds of prey exhibition 
and Nevis Radio will be 
there broadcasting four 
hours of live reports and 
music from the show, 
starting at 10am.

Organisers are hoping 
to build on the success 
of last year’s show when 
a bumper turnout of just 
under 2,000 spectators 
enjoyed the event.

The quality of cattle on 
display was commended 

24 hour care for your pets, 
horses & livestock.

For emergencies when the surgery 
is closed please telephone 

01397 702727 
to speak to our duty Vet.

Follow us on Facebook for latest news, 
offers, information and opening hours.

Why not treat your pet to Membership of our 
Pet Health Club for Christmas, and enjoy the 

massive savings available?

Supporting Lochaber 
Agricultural Show

Study at
Scotland’s Rural College
Places still available on courses at our six 
teaching campuses across Scotland. 
Distance learning opportunities also available.

Scotland’s Rural College
Study at
Scotland’s Rural College
Study at
Scotland’s Rural College
Study atStudy at

For up-to-date information on current course vacancies, please 
visit www.sruc.ac.uk/clearing. We are running Open Days at 
each campus in August; please visit our website for details 
www.sruc.ac.uk/opendays

by judges, as was the 
standard of competition 
in the sheep classes and 
horse and pony champi-
onships.

The handicraft tent 
this year boasts 130 
classes – including home 
baking, vegetables, 
photography and flower 
arranging – and these 
categories are sure to 
be just as keenly con-
tested this time around. 
There are classes for 
schoolchildren from 
p l a y g r o u p / n u r s e r y 
to high school (up to 
fourth-year pupils).

John Weller, of 
Lochaber Agricultural 
Society, said: ‘All we 
can do now is pray for 

fine weather and hope 
all who attend have a 
fun and enjoyable day 
out. We must express 
our appreciation to 
the organisations and 
individuals that donate 
much-needed financial 
support and services 
to help the show be the 
standard that it is.

‘The show is organised 
and put on by a small 
but dedicated team that 
work together to stage 
the showcase to local 
rural life and living.’

Gates open at 9am 
with free parking for 
cars. Entry is £8 per 
adult, concessions £6, 
children 16 and under 
free.
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The house is far 
more comfortable, 
even in the coldest 
days of winter”

www.facebook.com/obantimes

By partially upgrading a system 
of manual electric storage heaters 
to Dimplex Quantum heaters is 
all it took for homeowner Amy 
Ahmed-Dolphin to cut her heat-
ing bills by more than £500 per 
year – and improve comfort and 
controllability too.

Quantum is the world’s most 
advanced o� -peak heater and the 
perfect replacement for an old, 
outdated storage heater. It uses 
low-cost, o� -peak energy to make 
it the most economical o� -peak 
electric heating system on the 
market today. Intelligently adapt-
ing to match climatic conditions 
and your lifestyle, delivering heat 
only when it is needed, 24 hours 
a day, it can be installed as a stan-
dalone heater or part of a system.

AdvertorialRegain control of 
your electric heating

www.dimplex.co.uk/quantum
See the Quantum for yourself  

Go to www.dimplex.co.uk/town-near-you for further information

We are 

coming to 

the area 

soon

Amy Ahmed-Dolphin said: ‘The 
results were instantaneous. From 
the very � rst time we turned the 
Dimplex heaters on, we could 
see the bene� ts they delivered. 
We have greater control, we’re no 
longer relying on supplementary 
heaters in the evening and the 
house is far more comfortable, 
even in the coldest days of winter. 
And that’s without even calculat-
ing the cost savings of course.

‘At the point we upgraded the 
heating system, we were paying 
an average direct debit of £119 per 
month to the energy company. 
Now, we’ve dropped to an average 
of less than £73 per month.’

Dimplex Quantum is up to 27% 
cheaper to run than a standard 
storage heater system and up to 
47% cheaper to run than an elec-
tric convector or radiator system 
– all because of its e�  cient use of 
low-cost, o� -peak energy.

Mull in line for massive water upgrading
A £6 MILLION project to 
improve Tobermory’s water 
supply is under way, Scottish 
Water has announced.

The Tobermory Water Treat-
ment Works (WTW) currently 
serves about 1,350 people in 
Tobermory and Salen, but will 
now extend to Craignure.

Scottish Water said its invest-
ment ‘will meet demand during 
peak summer months and 

enable growth in the Tobermory 
area and, following the instal-
lation of more than 11 miles of 
water mains in 2014, will provide 
better quality drinking water, 
and greater security of supply, to 
about 220 people in the Craig-
nure and Lochdon areas.

‘These customers, who cur-
rently receive their water from 
the Craignure WTW, will have 
their source of supply changed to 

the Tobermory WTW, once the 
upgrade has been completed.

‘At the moment, the Tober-
mory water supply zone ends 
at Salen. The extended water 
main goes to a new Craignure 
service reservoir constructed 
near the existing WTW above 
the village in 2014. A new 
storage tank at Tobermory 
will increase local storage. and 
enhance the security of supply.’

The Tobermory WTW 
project, which is being carried 
out by Ross-shire Engineering, 
is expected to be completed 
in summer 2018. Meanwhile, 
Scottish Water is advising 
there will be some minor 
traffic management required 
during the delivery of a modu-
lar treatment unit schedule for 
the week beginning August 28, 
weather permitting.

Town traffi c 
survey to 
delay any 
A82 upgrade
ANY potential plans to upgrade 
the A82 in Fort William could 
be delayed until winter next year 
due to lengthy traffic congestion 
surveys.

Transport Scotland announced 
that updates to its ‘traffic mod-
elling’ of Fort William will not 
be completed until spring 2018, 
thwarting any plans to work on 
the road before next summer.

A spokesperson for Transport 
Scotland said: ‘Transport Scot-
land have commissioned traffic 
counts with a view to updating 
our existing “summer” traffic 
model. This work will inform a 
review of existing traffic issues 
and consideration of potential 
small-scale options which could 
improve the safe and efficient 
operation of the trunk road 
network through Fort William.

‘We hope to have the model 
development and testing com-
plete by spring 2018.’

Stewart MacLean of the A82 
Partnership said: ‘We’re going 
to write to Transport Scotland 
again to try to bring the com-
pletion date forward as we want 
work to be done this winter, in 
time for next season.’

Concerns were also raised over 
Transport Scotland’s mention 
of ‘small-scale options’ to ease 
the congestion. Chairman 
Councillor Brian Murphy said: 
‘They can tweak the current 
road as much as they like but it 
will never be able to cope with 
the traffic. The infrastructure is 
completely inadequate.’ 

Transport Scotland will be 
conducting traffic counts in Fort 
William on Friday August 25.

Wet but warm welcome for cruise ship
HER GIANT anchor splashed 
down into the cold waters of 
Loch Linnhe shortly before 
daybreak last Friday.

And at 28,613 tons and 674 
feet, the Fred Olsen Cruise 
Lines’ Black Watch made an 
impressive sight as she rode at 
anchor just off Fort William 
until mid-afternoon.

This was the Black Watch’s 
second visit to Fort William 
this year and the last of the six 
liners to call this season, and 
local organisations made sure 
the red carpet was rolled out 
for those passengers and crew 
who took the opportunity to 
come ashore.

The Fort William Marina 
and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC) had organised 
volunteers to welcome the 
visitors and there was a busy 
programme of street enter-
tainment and activities laid on.

Despite the rain, a steady 
stream of passengers and 
crew came ashore throughout 
the day, with some taking the 
opportunity to go on tours 
to Glencoe, Glenfinnan and 
Nevis Range.

There was also a craft fair, 
plus talks on Fort William and 
wildlife in the Geopark, while 
the Community Wind Band 
played in Cameron Square, 
followed by a demonstration 
by the Lochaber branch of the 
Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Club.

Even with such poor weather, 
a number of town retailers re-
ported an increase in takings 

Sarah Kennedy, left, and Kate Forbes MSP receive a ship’s plaque from Black Watch captain 
Henrik Mattsson. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Fears for Strontian care home 
future after temporary closure
ELDERLY residents at a care 
home in Strontian are being 
forced to relocate due to the 
temporary closure of the building 
as NHS Highland fails to give 
assurances about the future of 
the service.

NHS Highland announced this 
week that Dail Mhor Care Home 
will temporarily close on Monday 
(August 28) due to ‘significant 
issues with the plumbing’.

In a statement released on 
Tuesday, a spokesperson for the 
NHS said: ‘While immediate 
contingency measures were put 
in place, other faults at the home 
have since been identified.

‘Because the work and further 
assessment cannot take place 
with the residents in the building, 
alternative arrangements have 
been put in place for the home’s 
five current residents.’

NHS Highland confirmed it 
was not in a position to provide 
any assurances about the long-
term future of the home at this 
stage.

Dail Mhor, owned by Highland 
Council and managed by NHS 
Highland, is currently home to 
five permanent residents, with 
another respite care bed in use, 
and employs 14 people from the 
community.

The closure means the five 
elderly residents have moved to 
either Fort William, 23 miles 
away, or Mallaig, 45 miles away.

The spokesperson continued: 
‘Following discussions with 
residents, their families and staff, 
three residents will be transferred 
to Invernevis House in Fort Wil-
liam, one to the MacIntosh Cen-
tre in Mallaig and one to Moss 
Park. All the moves are planned 

to be completed by next week.’
Located in the heart of Stron-

tian, Dail Mhor Care Home 
adjoins the local GP surgery as 
well as the village hall and Stron-
tian Primary School, which are 
all served by the same plumbing 
system. However, Dail Mhor is 
the only facility being forced to 
close.

Marie Law, district manager 
for NHS Highland in Lochaber, 
explained: ‘More detailed investi-
gation work will now be required. 
This will take place as soon as 
possible.’

Sunart Community Council 
has expressed concerns that the 
temporary closure and forthcom-
ing review of the facilities could 
be used as a reason to close the 
home permanently.

In a letter to the heads of High-
land Council and NHS Highland, 
secretary John Jones, writing on 
behalf of the community council, 
said: ‘The clear perception is that 
care homes such as Dail Mhor 
are vulnerable to closure, and this 
is what is happening – closure by 
stealth.

‘We conclude that officials 
are attempting to close our 
care home under the guise of 
maintenance rather than taking 
this opportunity to put in place 
a holistic, centre-based care plan 
for the peninsula.’

Mr Jones raised concerns over 
the lack of assurances given by 
NHS Highland about the future 
of Dail Mhor, stating that those 
dependent on respite care or 
with loved ones in the home have 
been left ‘dangling on a thread of 
uncertainty’.

He added: ‘We recognise 
repairs are probably required but 
can’t see why residents and staff 
have to be moved out at this time, 
or that this is the only option.’

of between five and 10 per cent 
as a result of the Black Watch’s 
visit, with one shop reporting 
a 15 per cent boost in takings.

Aboard the ship, local MSP 
Kate Forbes was among those 
given a tour of the vessel. 

She presented a bottle of 
Ben Nevis Whisky to the 
Black Watch’s captain, Hen-
rik Mattsson. He, in turn, 
presented a plaque from the 

Black Watch to both Kate 
Forbes MSP and Sarah Ken-
nedy, company secretary of 
FWMSC.

Ms Forbes later toured the 
town, as well as meeting with 
members of the Fort William 
Town Team Committee who 
highlighted recent improve-
ments for visitors and residents 
alike.

Mrs Kennedy said it had 

been a successful visit by both 
the cruise liner and Ms Forbes, 
adding: ‘Great memories were 
made by all involved in the 
event.

‘We are delighted that it went 
so well and we look forward to 
welcoming five cruise ships 
to Fort William in 2018 and 
anticipate this to increase 
significantly in 2019 with four 
bookings already received.’

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

SUNDAY’S fatal road accident 
just south of Glencoe village has 
re-ignited calls for Fort William 
to get its own unit of police 
crash investigators, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

Adam Johnston, 56, died 
following the crash involving 
his Kawasaki bike on the A82 
shortly before 1.30pm.

No other vehicle was involved, 
and the road was closed in both 
directions and did not re-open 
until just after 8pm.

Many drivers heading for 
Glencoe village were turned 
back for a diversion south, but 
a large number opted to use 
the minor road near Clachaig 
Inn. Consequently, drivers were 

snarled up in traffic jams for 
hours, with a number reporting 
damage to their vehicles as they 
funnelled along the single- track 
road.

In one of many posts on the 
A82 Roadwatch Facebook 
page, a Ballachulish resident 
described chaos and damage to 
vehicles, saying it was surprising 
there were not more serious 
accidents. He added that he saw 
no police presence on the old 
road: ‘I know the police were 
dealing with more a serious 
incident on the main road, but 
there could have been another 
few on this single-track road.’

At this week’s meeting of 
Highland Council’s Lochaber 

Area Committee, chairman 
Andrew Baxter raised the 
issue with Chief Inspector Bob 
Mackay, area commander for 
South Highland.

Speaking afterwards, Mr Bax-
ter, councillor for Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan, told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘I asked at the 
meeting whether we could have 
confidence that our local police 
are not being overstretched at 
weekends and in the evenings.
Part of the issue is that the near-
est police road investigations 
unit has to come from Dingwall.

‘I raised the issue of an acci-
dent investigations unit being 
based in Fort William, which 
was promised more than a year 

ago, and which has never mate-
rialised.’

Mr Baxter, who acknowledged 
there can be significant delays 
in re-opening roads after seri-
ous accidents, added: ‘Chief In-
spector Mackay suggested there 
might be one officer who could 
go through that training but I 
still don’t think that is enough.’

Asked to comment, Police 
Scotland’s Inspector Neil Lums-
den said: ‘The opportunity to 
upskill and develop our staff is 
something that we will always 
look to do where possible and 
it something that is constantly 
reviewed as the Fort Wil-
liam Road Policing Unit contin-
ues to develop.’

Call for police crash investigation 
unit to be based in Fort William
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

In this 21st century, technology at times seems to rule all 
our lives as advances leap ahead with new developments 

constantly taking place.
One of these has seen the advent of ‘live-streaming’ 

– real-time broadcasting of events on the internet and 
social media. This is a development that has been 
embraced by many businesses and organisations around 
the country, including several local authorities.

However, it has failed to resonate with Argyll and Bute 
Council, and that is despite the fact there have been 
calls for live-streaming of its meetings to take place.

Now Councillor Julie McKenzie has launched a peti-

tion asking for this to happen, and there has been an 
understandable groundswell of support, with more than 
1,000 people backing her campaign.

On the other hand, caveats have been issued about the 
cost implications, though these have not been assessed.

Live-streaming would be a major step forward for our 
local democracy, allowing thousands to engage in its 
processes and opening debates to public scrutiny.

Given the geographical difficulties this area expe-
riences, and given that the council already has all the 
equipment it needs, it is difficult to understand the 
reluctance. Live-streaming should be a high priority.

Days gone by – 1995
This week we travel back to 1995 and a bright summer’s day which saw Andrena MacKinnon, from Oban Ladies Circle, 
painting faces. In this case she was doing the honours for seven-year-old Peter Howe from Oban, who wanted to look 

like his hero, Spiderman.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

Pipe dreams and 
traditions
ROME was not built in a day – and 
neither was the Inveraray and District 
Pipe Band. However, the rise of this 
remarkable Argyll powerhouse of 
piping has been swift and impressive. 

In taking this band from Novice 
Juvenile, playing without uniforms in 
2005 at the Cowal Highland Gather-
ing, to being named as World Cham-
pions at Glasgow Green in 2017, Pipe 
Major Stuart Liddell has achieved 
what most pipers can only dream of.

Following that inaugural perfor-
mance at Cowal in 2005, John Wilson 
from Campbeltown, who was judging 
on that day, wrote the following on 
the band’s critique sheet: ‘You cannot 
hide quality teaching and I suspect 
that we will hear more from this band 
sooner rather than later.’

John is one of the most highly 
respected piping judges in the world 
and his words that day were prophetic 
indeed. 

It was fitting that, 12 years later, 
John Wilson was a member of the 
judging team at this year’s World Pipe 
Band Championships to witness his 
fellow Argyll piper lead his band to 
being crowned best in the world.

I spoke on the phone to John about 
this immense achievement and it was 
with great pride that he relayed infor-
mation on Stuart’s accomplishments 
and his piping and family background.

Stuart’s grandfather and early teach-
er was Pipe Major Ronnie McCallum, 
who was piper to the Duke of Argyll 
and one of the top players of his time. 
Ronnie’s piping, like many in Kintyre 
and the rest of Argyll, including John 
Wilson’s father, William, came from 
the teaching of Willie Thompson, 
who had moved to near Machrihanish 
from the Black Isle as piper to the 
MacNeils of Lossit. 

Stuart is the product of this rich 
teaching lineage and one can only im-
agine the pride that would have been 
felt by these past masters had they 
been able to witness his great victory.

Hard work and dedication are the 

essential ingredients in the success of 
any band and the amount of commit-
ment involved at the top levels of the 
pipe band world these days is huge.

The skill, drive and strong lead-
ership required by a pipe major are 
akin to that of the manager of a top-
flight football team, with upwards of  
40 members to organise, motivate, 
train and bring to the field in peak 
condition.

The success of Stuart’s solo career 
had already placed him as one of 
the top pipers of all time, having two 
Clasps and two ‘Glenfiddichs’ among 
countless other trophies, medals 
and shields decorating his walls. His 
recent historic victory with Inveraray 
and District Pipe Band places him 
as one of the few pipers ever to reach 
such an elite level as both a solo player 
and leader of a pipe band.

The power of good teaching should 
never be under-estimated and it is 
with excitement that we should look 
forward to Stuart continuing to build 
on the work of past generations to 
grow the tradition of piping in Argyll.

Taxing tourists would 
be sheer madness
Sir,
Here’s a question: should a shop sell 
its wares at an all-inclusive price that 
covers the cost of the goods, running 
costs, VAT and profit, or should it dis-
play its prices and, below them on the 
label, add a charge to cover the cost 
of the customer’s feet wearing out the 
flooring?

The answer, of course, is that 
customers expect to pay all-inclusive 
prices. They do not expect to have ad-
ditional charges added to keep floors 
in good nick.

The same principle applies to the 
British population when enjoying our 
leisure time. We visit, we spend mon-
ey on goods and services, and we leave 
with happy memories. Local business-
es benefit from our expenditure and 
governments at all levels benefit from 
the tax revenues that flow from it.

In return, businesses must invest to 
ensure they best meet the needs of 
their target markets, and governments 
must invest in the essential infrastruc-
ture necessary to support our visits on 
things such as roads, car parks and 
public toilets.

So why, when it already receives 
funds to cover the maintenance of 
roads and other essential infrastruc-
ture, is Highland Council considering 
placing a new tax on visitors to the 
region, ostensibly to pay for the same?

Is it because the council recognises 
that the recent growth in visitor 
numbers is placing unusual demands 
on existing infrastructure and that 
exceptional measures are called for 
to meet growing visitors’ needs? Or is 
it really about raising money to fill a 
budget hole, as was the case when it 
first debated the bedroom tax propos-
al in 2014?

Tourism has always seen peaks and 
troughs, and what matters now is 
that we reap the maximum benefit by 
growing and sustaining the current 
upsurge for as long as possible, in 
particular extending the season at 
both ends and dispersing visitors 
throughout the whole region rather 
than focusing them on TripAdvisor’s 
top 10 attractions.

This does, of course, mean investing 
in essential infrastructure, for we 
must ensure that our visitors have the 
best possible experiences so that they 
spend more time and money with us 
when here, return in future, and rec-
ommend us to friends and the wider 
world through social media.

When things are booming but there 
are problems looming and councils 
are strapped for cash, we all have a 
role to play. It’s never easy for gov-
ernments at any level to find money, 
and certainly not to put up taxes when 
votes are at stake, but better that local 
and national governments sort the 
funding out between them than we 
damage the Highlands’ most impor-
tant industry – tourism – by taxing 
our visitors.

Fortunately, a ready-made pot of 
UK and Scottish government, High-
land Council and partners’ money, 
intended to help grow and enable the 
Highland economy, exists: the Inver-
ness and Highland City-Region Deal.

It may be late in the day, but perhaps 
we could reallocate some of the deal 
money, spending it on enhancing es-
sential infrastructure in key tourism 

hot-spots lying close to some of our 
most remote and fragile communities.

Not only would these communities 
benefit, but areas such as Skye are 
internationally renowned, and if we 
don’t get it right on Skye and in other 
honeypots like Lochaber, the reputa-
tion of the Highlands as a whole will 
be very badly damaged.

When the government is encour-
aging our industrial giants to export 
to China, it doesn’t tax the Chinese 
to help recover the money it spent 
building roads to Scottish factories, 
and nor should local government tax 
visitors for coming here. Taxing our 
customers is madness.

David Richardson,
Development manager, 
Highlands and Islands Federation 
of Small Businesses.

Upset by amount of 
litter on Ben Nevis
Sir,
I recently climbed Ben Nevis. I had 
been looking forward to it for some 
time. It was wonderful and a real 
challenge.

What concerned me was the amount 
of general rubbish - including banana 
skins, apple cores, plastic bottle tops 
- all the way along the route. It is such 
a pity. At the summit, the dirt, faeces 
and rubbish were very evident.

Can it be improved? Could discreet 
low-level bins be placed along the 
route or, better still, signs or rangers 
to alert people that ‘leave no trace’ 
means exactly that.

A place of such natural and spectac-
ular beauty should be respected. Can 
more be done to protect it?

Ruth Dougan,
Roo West, Ardnacrusha, 
Co Clare, Ireland.

A82 at Fort William is 
not � t for purpose
Sir,
Can I be alone in wondering from 
what sources the BBC obtains 
information for its travel bulletins? 
For the past few months, on almost 
every weekday on Radio Scotland I 
have heard the increasingly hollow 
anthem: ‘In Fort William, traffic is 
slow moving on the A82 southbound 
between the A830 junction and the 
Nevis Bridge roundabout. This is due 
to roadworks.’

Who has told the BBC that this 
summer’s queues and gridlocks in 
and around Fort William, meaning 
for much of the day a journey of 45 
minutes to cover about two miles, are 
the fault of roadworks? Could it be 
someone lacking the attributes most 
associated with human perception 
such as eyes and a brain?

Step forward, Transport Scotland, 
source of all knowledge and infor-
mation about our roads, the statutory 
body charged with planning, running 
and monitoring our highways net-
work. We, the public, pay them. In 
other words, they work for us.

How or why,  we ask ourselves, can 
it be that it has completely escaped 
the attention of Transport Scotland 
(and, thereby, the BBC) that the 
source of our traffic nightmare in the 
Highlands’ largest town is completely 
unconnected to the said roadworks, 
through which, in fact, the traffic 

tends to run more smoothly and at 
greater speed than on any other sec-
tion between the A830 junction and 
Nevis Bridge?

What prevents Transport Scotland 
from telling us the truth, that the twin 
bottlenecks of Inverlochy junction and 
the Nevis Bridge itself are the cause of 
our problems, not the new roundabout 
at the entrance to the smelter. Could 
there be an unmentionable truth here, 
preferably left unsaid?

My grandfather, as county clerk of 
Inverness-shire in the early 1930s, 
was the main driving force behind the 
creation of the A82 as a trunk road 
linking Inverness, Fort Augustus and 
Fort William, taking traffic off exist-
ing military roads built by Wade and 
Caulfield in the early 18th century 
and continued by Telford in the 19th.

Nearly 90 years later, I find myself 
looking at the vision he and Inverness 
County Council exhibited then, only 
to wonder why now we appear to have 
a council that begins to snore when 
virtually any major project outside the 
environs of Inverness is proposed and, 
very clearly, is now failing all of us 
who live elsewhere in the Highlands.

Tens of millions are being spent in 
Inverness, and larger sums eastward 
towards Aberdeen, on bypasses and 
peripheral routes. Two new bridges 
are due to open in Inverness, while 
we remain dependent on a single road 
crossing of the River Nevis with no 
diversions available from that route.

It must be glaringly obvious that the 
bridge is far too narrow for the size of 
many vehicles that must use it, and also 
for the volume of traffic it must carry 
nowadays. What will it take to make 
our roads authorities recognise its total 
inadequacy, where even a minor bump 
brings traffic to a grinding halt for miles 
around creating havoc for local busi-
nesses and the travelling public alike, 
not to mention serious danger when 
emergency vehicles are unable to access 
one side of the bridge or the other.

I ask Highland Council and Trans-
port Scotland: when will you confirm 
that the A82 as it passes through Fort 
William is no longer fit for purpose? 
And when will you announce that you 
will do your public duty to ordinary 
working people and the businesses 
that employ them, and deal seriously 
with the problem?

Enough is enough: give us our 
bypass.

Niall McKillop,
Ford Cottage, Badabrie, 
Banavie, Fort William.

Campaign aims to 
water improve safety
Sir,
The Sea Cadets – a national youth 
charity with 400 units across the UK, 
including Oban – is urging people to 
stay safe as it launches its Water Savvy 
campaign.

We offer water-based adventure to 
14,000 young people aged 10 to 18 
years across the country who – along 
with our 9,000 volunteers – undergo 
specialist water-safety training. 
But we want to spread the message 
further. You can find lots more tips 
and information by downloading our 
free Water Savvy guide at: www.sea-
cadets.org/get-involved.

Tye Shuttleworth,
Head of Inshore Boating,
Sea Cadets.

We asked last week for readers’ 
views on the best location for a mul-
ti-storey car park in Oban.
Laura Máirtín suggested: ‘Pennyfuir 
Park & Ride good idea, either Tweed-
ale/Lochavuillin or the non-council 
operated Rock� eld/Shore Street car 
parks, PLUS what I would � nd handy is 
a commuters car park where you can 
buy spaces in block bookings to ensure 
you are guaranteed a space. One of the 
days I work is on Mull and at this time 
of year I struggle to � nd a space where 
I can park for the day – Station/Shore 
St/Rock� eld all full a couple of times in 
last fortnight and I had no option but to 
use a short stay that I shouldn’t have (!) 
plus I’ve missed the ferry due to driving 
about looking for somewhere – I’m not 
sure if other people who work in town 
have this issue?’
Finlay Calum Macaulay proposed: 
‘Do what happens in many towns and 
villages on the coast. Build a large car 

park out of town and bus people in and 
out. Scarborough is one such town - ex-
tra large car park on the road into town 
with a combined parking/bus ticket 
works a treat.’
Brian Scott countered: ‘Town centre 
congestion would still be an issue if a 
multi-storey car park was built on the 
site of Tweedale St car park, as sug-
gested by others. We need to be more 
forward looking to � nd a solution. 
Perhaps a by-pass/ alternative route is 
required � rst, for HGV and ferry tra�  c, 
then maybe an out-of-town park and 
ride facility for visitors and commuters?’
Neil Macintyre posted: ‘Has to be 
out of town at the half way house site 
for it to help reduce the congestion 
through the town. West Coast Motors 
are willing to provide a park and ride 
system. I would use the spare grass 
area at Atlantis for extra space as well. 
But more importantly we need to build 
a proper business park outside town 

and help the larger companies relocate 
which will give us more space. There is 
no money for a development road so 
that will not happen.’
Donna Mackenzie commented: ‘Car 
park behind vets ideal.’
Catherine Gillies said: ‘Tweedale. And 
do the continental thing of sinking the 
bottom 1 or 2 tiers into the ground, 
and making the top storey into an 
interesting public building or shops.’
John DM Kerr wrote: ‘Tear down old 
Rock� eld school and build it there. 
Make use of our eyesores for once.’
Louise Kilmurray Marshall o� ered: ‘I 
have said for years, pull down Rock� eld 
and make it into a multi storey car park, 
great location.’
Sheila Phillips said: ‘Up at the Atlantis 
carpark.’
William Nelson asked: ‘What about 
underground?’
Uta Binnie quipped: ‘Walking is good 
for you and should be encouraged!’

CHO GIONACH RI CÙ! Sannt gun 
sonas, èiridh an donas dha! Thèid an 
sannt os cionn na h-aithne.

Sin beagan de na seanfhacail sa 
Ghàidhlig mu shannt agus tha iad nan 
dearbhadh gun robh eòlas gu leòr aig 
Gàidheil air a leithid! Agus carson 
nach biodh oir tha fhios gum bheil 
sannt cho nàdarra ri aomadh sam bith 
ann an nàdar an duine, agus theagamh 
mar a tha mòr-shluagh coimhears-
nachd a’ “faotainn air adhart” gum 
bheil sannt nas buailtiche buileach. 

Bidh cuimhne aig mòran air a bhith 
a’ cluinntinn mu dhaoine nach gab-
hadh riarachadh. 

Co-dhiù a bha iad ag iasgach neo ri 
obair-foghair chan fhaigheadh iad an 
leòr agus ged a bha eòlas agus ionn-
sachadh coimhearsnachd, sgoile, agus 
eaglaise ag innse gun robh leithid seo 
ceàrr bha iad air am beò-ghlacadh le 
sannt. 

Ach gu h-inntinneach agus a dh’ain-
deoin sin, a rèir coltais bha mòran de 

na daoine sin glè fhialaidh ann a bhith 
a’ cuideachadh dhaoine eile. 

Ged is docha nach sùilicheadh 
neach gun lorgar spiorad carthannais 
agus sannt an lùib a chèile bha sin a’ 
tachairt, agus gun teagamh bha an 
dàrna coibhneas gu ìre a’ mathachadh 
a’ pheacaidh eile. Mar a tha fios 
againn bha aoigheachd na phàirt cud-
romach de chultar nan Gàidheal agus 
‘s fhìor thoil leam fhìn an sgeulachd 
air mar a bhiodh ‘roinn a’ choigrich’ 
ga chomharrachadh aig àm bìdh ge 
b’ e dè cho gann ‘s a bhiodh stòras 
teaghlaich.

Tha sinn fhathast moiteil às a’ chliù 
a th’ againn a thaobh aoigheachd 
agus gu dearbh tha gnìomhachas 
an turasachd air Ghàidhealtachd 
air buannachadh gu mòr à sin thar 
iomadh bliadhna. Ach mar a tha fìor 
a thaobh inbhe sam bith, feumaidh an 
gnìomh a bhith daonnan a’ dearbhadh 
a’ chliù, agus tha sin da-rìribh fìor a 
thaobh an fhàilte a gheibh luchd-
turais air Ghàidhealtachd. Chan 
eil sàr chliù furasta a cosnadh agus 
saoilidh mi fhìn gum bheil dleastanas 
gu math cudromach air muinntir 
a’ ghnìomhachais aoigheachd air 

Ghàidhealtachd dèanamh cinnteach 
gun glèidh iad an teisteanas a th’ aca.

Chan eil mi idir a’ tuigsinn ciamar 
a tha cuid de dh’ òstairean Inbhir Nis 
a’ sùileachadh gun dèan iad sin is iad 
a’ sìor àrdachadh phrìsean sheòmrai-
chean, chun na h-ìre ‘s gum bheil cuid 
nas daoire na bhiodh an leithid ann 
am baile mòr Lunnainn. Tha iad a’ 
dìon an cuid sannt ag ràdh gum bheil 
a leithid de dh’ iarratas ann is gum 
faigh iad na prìsean sin, agus gum bi 
geamhradh tana romhpa. Mar a bi iad 
faiceallach ‘s dòcha gun lean an tanal-
ach sin seachad air a’ gheamhradh. 
Aig prìsean den t-seòrsa seo cha b’ 
iongnadh cuid a’ ràdh gun iarradh iad 
an leabaidh a thoirt leotha dhachaigh 
leis gun robh iad air a ceannach!

INVERNESS HOTELIERS’ deci-
sion to charge exorbitant prices for 
accommodation in response to heavy 
visitor demand surely risks damaging 
their own and the Highlands’ precious 
reputation for hospitality. Service 
should be based on value, not greed.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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A BUS driver who was assault-
ed by a passenger told a trial at 
Fort William Court last week 
how he feared his eyeball was 
going to be gouged out in an 
attack.

Paul Farrell, of Carnoch, 
Glencoe, had denied assaulting 
bus driver Ronnie McAlister at 
the bus station in Fort William 
on January 4.

Farrell, 47, who told the court 
he was registered disabled, was 
accused of putting a headlock 
on Mr McAlister, striking him 
on the head and causing him to 
fall to the ground, and kicking 
him on the head when he was on 
the ground.

Farrell claimed he had ‘stuck 
the head’ on Mr McAlister, 
58, in self-defence as he was in 
fear of being attacked by the  
employee.

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald 
heard the incident started when 

Farrell had asked two women 
passengers on the Fort William 
to Glasgow service, who were 
sitting in two seats reserved for 
disabled passengers, if they had 
disability passes.

Giving evidence for the 
Crown, Mr McAlister, who has 
been a bus driver for 16 years, 
said Farrell had his phone out 
filming the two women.

The court also heard that Fort 
William station stance control-
ler Helen Neil had boarded 
the bus to count passenger 
numbers.

Farrell had started filming her 
also and she had asked him to 
stop and the Glasgow-bound 
driver had told Farrell he was 
refusing to take him to Glasgow.

‘He was told to put the phone 
away and when he wouldn’t the 
Glasgow driver took the phone 
from Mr Farrell and placed 
it outside the bus on top of a 
wheelie bin,’ said Mr McAlister.

Ms Neil and Mr McAlister 
had then walked along the 
stance while Farrell, walking 
some distance away, continued 
to film the two bus company 

employees. Mr McAlister had 
then grabbed the phone from 
Farrell and he told the court 
it was then, while he and Ms 
Neil were walking away, that 
he heard footsteps running up 
behind him just before he was 
put in a headlock by Farrell.

‘His finger went into my right 
eye and it felt like he was trying 
to pull my eyeball out of its 
socket. My head went down and 
then I got either a knee or kick 
to the head,’ he said.

Ms Neil at this point had 
knelt down behind the prone 
bus driver to shield him and a 
bystander, local caravan park 
operator Colin Wood, who also 
gave evidence, had shouted at 
Farrell.

Mr McAlister had required 
hospital treatment for his eye 
injury and was told he was lucky 
not to have lost his eye in the 
incident.

It later emerged Farrell did 
not want to sit in the front seats 
and simply felt aggrieved that, 
as a disabled person himself, 
that they should not be sitting 
there.

In his defence, Farrell said he 
had been registered disabled 
since 2000 and as a result of 
previous injustices he had suf-
fered during his life, he used his 
phone to film situations to make 
sure he is not victimised.

Farrell claimed the second 
time Mr McAlister had snatched 
his phone from him, the bus 
driver had come towards him in 
an agressive manner.

‘I had a bag in one hand and 
my phone in the other so I had 
no option but to put the head on 
him. The headbutt had no ef-
fect; I kept asking for my phone, 
he came towards me, I stuck my 
hand up and he walked straight 
into it and I obviously caught 

him in the eye. Absolutely it was 
self-defence.’

Finding Farrell guilty, Sheriff 
Eilidh MacDonald said, not 
withstanding the issue of 
whether Mr McAlister’s actions 
as part of his employment were 
entirely proper and whether 
some people should have acted 
a bit more wisely, Farrell was 
guilty of assault.

She told Farrell: ‘I have no hes-
itation in finding the evidence 
of Mr McAlister credible and 
reliable, whereas your evidence 
was wholly incredible, inconsist-
ent and was not self-defence as 
you made out.

‘There may have been provo-
cation, but it did not deserve the 
action you gave.’

Sentence was deferred until 
September 12 for the prepa-
ration of a Criminal Justice 
Social Work report and bail was 
continued.

FORT WILLIAM Sheriff Court 
last week heard how a man 
wants to reconcile with his wife, 
despite the fact she tried to stab 
him with a bread knife during an 
argument.

The possible rapprochment 
emerged during a sentencing 
appearance for Heather MacLe-
od, of Glen Nevis Place, Fort 
William.

MacLeod, 52, had pleaded 
guilty at an earlier court date 
to assaulting her husband at 
their home on September 15, by 
brandishing the bread knife at 
him, then lunging at him in an 
attempt to stab him and causing 

an injury to his hand. MacLeod 
had also pleaded guilty to 
repeatedly hitting her husband 
on the head later that same day 
at a property in Lochside Apart-
ments, in Achintore Road, Fort 
William.

Defence agent Hamish Mel-
rose told the court the row had 
originally erupted after MacLe-
od accused her husband of not 
spending enough time with her 
and this involved her shouting 
and screaming in the family 
home in Nevis Place.

Mr Melrose explained: ‘She 
then picked up a black-handled 
bread knife in the kitchen and 

lunged at him, but her husband 
managed to grab her arm and 
disarmed her.

‘[Her husband] then left the 
house and when he returned lat-
er, he found her to have calmed 
down. [Her husband] then went 
to the Volunteer Arms and was 
shortly afterwards joined by Ms 
MacLeod.

‘After 30 minutes, [he] felt 
that he needed to create some 
distance and left, leaving his 
wife behind.’

Mr Melrose told the court 
how MacLeod’s husband had 
headed to a friend’s house at 
Lochside Apartments, and had 

a few drinks. He continued: ‘But 
there was then loud bangs at the 
front door, soon after which Ms 
MacLeod barged into the hall-
way and proceeded to hit [her 
husband] about 12 times on the 
face with her fists.

‘[He] managed to eventually 
restrain her and force her out 
of the flat and residents had 
phoned the police who arrived 
and detained the accused.

‘She told the police officers 
that she had been going to stab 
him and had tried to stab him 
earlier that morning.’

Mr Melrose said his client had 
never been in trouble before and 

had immediately admitted the 
offences to police. MacLeod had 
also pleaded guilty at the outset 
of court proceedings in July, 
he said, and had accepted the 
sequence of events as narrated 
by the Crown.

Mr Melrose said MacLeod and 
her husband had remained apart 
for a year, with her husband 
living on Skye. The solicitor 
added that he had also received 
an unprompted letter from 
Mr MacRae and a character 
reference from Ms MacLeod’s 
employer.

‘She accepts the offences are 
serious,’ said Mr Melrose, who 

mentioned that his client and her 
husband now wished to resume 
their relationship.

‘She acted out of character due 
to a degree of friction between 
the parties which has now all 
been resolved,’ said Mr Melrose, 
who added that MacLeod’s hus-
band had not required medical 
attention as a result of either 
assault.

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald 
ordered MacLeod to carry out 
100 hours of unpaid work in 
the community for the assault 
with the knife, and admonished 
her for the assault by hitting her 
husband with her hands.

A FORT WILLIAM man who 
was found guilty of having sex 
with an underage schoolgirl has 
failed to have his conviction 
overturned.

Angus Francis was jailed for 
18 months last November fol-
lowing a trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court.

Francis – who has served his 
sentence – returned to the dock 
for an appeal court hearing at 
the High Court in Glasgow.

His legal team argued his 
conviction should be quashed.

Dale Hughes, defending, said 
certain evidence relating to 
the girl had apparently led to 
a ‘skewed account’ during the 
trial.

The advocate described it as a 
‘wholly inaccurate’ and ‘unfair 
position’.

Mr Hughes further said the 
prosecution had been ‘oppres-
sive’ in connection with this 
testimony.

After considering the claims, 
Lord Carloway – sitting with 
Lords Menzies and Brodie – on 
Friday August 18 refused the 
appeal.

Francis was jailed last year 
after a sheriff said it was ‘abun-
dantly plain’ the girl was ‘open 
or at least susceptible to abuse’ 
due to her vulnerability.

As well as the prison term, 
Francis was also ordered to be 
supervised for a further three 
years.

Fort William 
man fails 
to have 
conviction 
overturned

Angry wife assaulted husband with bread knife

Bus driver feared his eye would 
be gouged out during assault

Fort William Sheri�  Court
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Pick up free books before 
Bookends Festival
Look out for books lurk-
ing in your area in the 
lead up to Benderloch’s 
Bookends Festival this 
September.

The festival’s ambas-
sadors plan to get as 
many books to readers 
as possible before the 
week of author talks 
and readings from Sep-
tember 23-30.

From Barcaldine to 
Taynuilt and Kilmore 
and many locations in 
between, boxes and 
bins will be rolling up 
filled to the brim with a 
collection of pre-loved 
books to give you a 
chance to swap, borrow 
or keep some new titles, 
and whet your appetite 
for more titles to come 
in Benderloch’s Victory 
Hall, transformed into 

a sumptuous reading 
room for the event.

Organiser Joy Cam-
eron said: ‘There are 
already book boxes in 
Barcaldine and Taynuilt 
and the boxes placed 
in Argyll College and 
Hope Kitchen contin-
ued throughout the 
year.

‘Book boxes and 
bins will also contain 
programmes of events 
and details of your local 
ambassador who will 
help you to book events, 
provide more informa-
tion about the festival 
and arrange to collect 
or accept more books 
for the festival.

‘There’s also a ru-
mour that some books 
have escaped from 
the reading room and 

are roaming through 
Oban, so if you find one 
please read it then pass 
it on to someone else to 
enjoy or bring it back 
to Bookends Festival 
during the last week of 
September.’

This year’s line-up 
includes Adam Ardrey 
on his book on finding 
King Arthur, Lindsay 
Campbell revealing Ar-
gyll’s acts of skulldug-
gery from Ane Compact 
of Villany, Kathleen 
Anderson on the world-
wide phenomenon of 
free outdoor fitness in 
her book Sweaty Hugs, 
and Graeme Pagan 
and Alison Pringle on 
bereavement from their 
book Don’t Mention the 
Coal Scuttle.

‘As well as bringing 

you four outstanding 
authors,’ Joy continued, 
‘we start the festival 
with Patsy Dyer, our 
storyteller, who will 
be entertaining us 
following the launch on 
Saturday September 23 
at 3pm.

‘Patsy is well known 
for entertaining stories 
from all around the 
world and this time she’s 
going to tell us Tales 
from Argyll. Patsy’s 
storytelling sessions 
will take place in Patsy’s 
Story Corner in the 
Victory Hall.

‘The first storytelling 
session at 3.30pm is 
most suitable for adults 
with young children, the 
second session, which 
follows at 4.45pm, is 
suitable for adults and 

Connel and Benderloch residents check out the 
book boxes and bins.

The Bookends Festival is run by a team of marvellous ambassadors, one in 
each village or island around Oban. Here ambassadors meet in the Ben Lora 

Cafe and Bookshop to plan this September’s week of events.

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

From now on, the 
second Monday of each 
month will be accordi-
on and fiddle club night 
in Glasgow - and what a 
Monday evening it will 
be, if the first club night 
is anything to go by.

Last Monday, I drove 
over to the Scotstoun-
hill Bowling Club, 633 
Anniesland Road, not 
entirely sure where I 
was going or what to 
expect once I arrived.

On reaching the ven-
ue, I found no available 
parking spaces, and 
had to turn back and 
park a few streets down 
the road. The bowling 
club was absolutely 
stowed out for the first 
Glasgow Accordion 
and Fiddle Club.

And what a night 
unfolded. So many 
artistes turned up that 
everyone was limited 
to just one set of tunes. 

Players included Andy 
Kinnear, Frazer Ma-
cLellan, Don MacDon-
ald, Martainn Skene, 
Iain Anderson, June 
Meikle, Ian Buchanan, 
Janet Graham, John 
Burns, Archie Gardin-
er and David Oswald. 
Drummers for the night 
were Neil Macgillivray, 
Billy Hutton, Graham 
Reid and Jim Gunn.

A special mention 
should be made to two 
youngsters who stole 
the show. The first of 
these is Sarah Reid 
Bendoris, aged 12, who 
performed Coilsfield 
House by Nathaniel 
Gow excellently on the 
fiddle, accompanied by 
Blair Teska on the pi-
ano and Claire Gullan 
(another co-organiser 
of the club), also on the 
fiddle.

The second youngster 
I wish to mention is 

Stuart Oswald. Stuart 
played the drums with 
his father, David, and 
caught the ear of my-
self, Ross Wilson and 
Martainn Skene just 
as we were about to 
go up and give a tune. 
We invited Stuart to 
join us on the drums 
and what a joy it was 
to play with him. He 
asked me for a tempo 
before we began and, 
my goodness, he stuck 
with it throughout a set 
of reels - keeping us all 
together.

After the local ar-
tistes, it was the turn of 
the Iain Macphail Band 
- made up of Iain him-
self on accordion, Brian 
Griffin on second box, 
Judith Smith on fiddle, 
Isobelle Hodgson on 
piano, Ally MacLeod 
on double bass and 
George Darling on 
drums. They were 

exceptional - playing a 
mix of Scottish dance 
music and some bril-
liant continental tunes.

A highlight for me was 
Judith’s performance of 
the beautiful Ashokan 
Farewell. I think every-
one is already looking 
forward to next month’s 
club - which will star 
the Ian Powrie Tribute 
Band.
Glasgow Accordion 
and Fiddle Club diary 
2017/2018.
September 11: Ian Pow-
rie tribute band.
October 9: Craig Mac-
Fadyen’s Scottish dance 
band.
November 13: Leonard 
Brown and Malcolm 
Ross.
December 11: Iain 
Cathcart’s Scottish 
dance band and An-
drew Night and the 
West Telferton Caledo-
nian dance band.

January 8: David Bow-
en Trio.
February 12: Steven 
Carcary’s Scottish 
dance band.
March 12: Roger Dob-
son’s Scottish dance 
band.
April 9: The Ian Smith 
Experience.
May 14: Robert White-
head and the Danelaw 
country dance band.
June 11: Gordon 
Shand’s Scottish dance 
band.
July 9: Adin Graham’s 
Scottish dance band.

Pub scene
Islay Inn.
Friday 25: Black Velvet.
Saturday 26: Parting 
Glass.
Park Bar.
Friday: Trail West.
Saturday: Gunna 
Sound.
Sunday: Scott Harvey.

As the school starts 
celebrations to mark 
40 years since its 
founding, pupils and 
staff at Lomond are 
also celebrating record 
SQA exam results with 
pupils attaining success 
signifi cantly above the 
national and Argyll and 
Bute pass rates at all 
levels. Just under half of 
all S4 pupils achieved 
six or more A grades 
at National 5, with a 
91% pass rate. Our S5 
pupils also performed 
exceptionally well with 
40% of pupils achieving 
four or fi ve As at higher. 
78% of pupils at Higher 
achieved at A or B 
grade, an 11% increase 
on last year. 
Johanna Urquhart, 
Principal, stated: ‘Once 
again I am absolutely 
thrilled at the success 
of Lomond’s pupils in 
their SQA exams. It is 
testament to their hard 
work and determination 
over a sustained period 
of time. Equally, the 
efforts of our hard 
working and dedicated 
teaching staff deserve 
to be recognised. Staff 

go the ‘the extra mile’ 
in providing lunchtime, 
after school, and in 
the case of boarders, 
evening academic 
support for pupils, and 
their hard work has 
paid off. The results are 
even more pleasing 
given that Lomond is 
non-selective and has 
an open presentation 
policy.’
Lomond School takes 
great pride in offering 
the scope and choice 
for our young people to 
develop as individuals 
both academically and 
socially. 

Oban’s own Orla Sedg-
wick, who is a boarder 
at Lomond, achieved 
fi ve Higher A grades this 
year following up on her 
excellent eight A’s at 

National 5 last session. 
Having earned a Silver 
Academic Award last 
year, this year Orla 
will receive a Gold 
Academic Award for her 
achievements.
‘To receive a Gold 
Academic Award 
feels like an amazing 
achievement,’ Orla 
said. ‘All the hard work 
in my S5 year as well 
as the support from my 
teachers and boarding 
staff has paid off. 
Lomond has defi nitely 
helped me focus and 
given me the confi dence 
and opportunities with 
extra classes and willing 
teachers to achieve the 
grades I wanted. I enjoy 
being a pupil at Lomond 
due to the warm and 
friendly atmosphere 
at both the school and 
boarding house. The 
support and encourage-
ment I have been given 
right from the start has 
benefi ted me greatly.’
To fi nd out more about 
Lomond School confi rm 
your place at our Open 
Morning: admissions@
lomondschool.com or 
call 01436 672476.

Interested in boarding but not sure what to expect? 

Join us for Open Morning on Saturday 30th September for an 
opportunity to see our facilities, tour the school and talk to sta� 
and pupils.
We provide a wide-ranging curriculum and an extensive programme 
of extra-curricular and outdoor activities, including hockey, rugby, 
sailing, skiing, canoeing and much more.

To confirm your attendance at Open Morning, contact:
admissions@lomondschool.com

Come and join the 
Lomond School 
Family

lomondschool.com

Record exam results 
for Lomond School
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18+
Tickets online: beyondpresents.co.uk  ticketmaster.co.uk  

seetickets.com   Tel: 08444 999 990
In person from The Nevis Centre

+ SUPPORT

Saturday 23rd September
The Nevis Centre

Fort William

older children. Both 
of these storytelling 
sessions are free due to 
Eriska Hotel and Spa’s 
kind sponsorship of the 
event.

‘If you’d like to read 
some stories in the 
meantime, look out for 
the book bins and boxes 
then head for the festival 

at the end of September 
and bag yourself a space 
in our sumptuous read-
ing room, settle down 
and enjoy a great read.’

Find out more on 
the Facebook page, 
Bookends Festival Ben-
derloch, and on their 
website www.bookends.
scot.
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 Ian 
Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime, 
18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s Show, 21:00 David 
Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 20:00 
Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with Gordon Cove, 
midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort Zone 
with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 12:00 
Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine Lamb, 17:00 
Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 
19:00 Country Meets Rock & Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 
Gordon’s Grooves, midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Molly’s 
Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time Capsule, 
15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny and 
Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 
18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie Darling, 
10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Cosher, 13:00 
Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with the Dream Team, 
19:00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave 
Lewis, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 11:00 
Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday Brunch, 
13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott, 
23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings
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Across

1 Tidy up a tree? (6)

4 Extent of view (6)

9 Very much (7)

10 Ear or peace... (5)

11 Russian villa (5)

12 Relating to the tongue (7)

13 Having a time and place to be (11)

18 Queen of the jungle! (7)

20 Howler (5)

22 Extreme (5)

23 Marsupial from USA (7)

24 List of mistakes (6)

25 Christmas drink (6)

Down

1 Lemonade and beer drink (6)

2 Souvenir (5)

3 Monetary unit (7)

5 Type of terrier (5)

6 Black and white arctic bird (7)

7 Roll of parchment (6)

8 Little chance of winning (2,1,4,4)

14 Schemer (7)

15 Game played with tiles (7)

16 Refer (6)

17 Fashion or gadget reading material for 
men (3,3)

19 Praise (5)

21 Used to dye silk red (5)

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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Across

1 Tidy up a tree? (6)

4 Extent of view (6)

9 Very much (7)

10 Ear or peace... (5)

11 Russian villa (5)

12 Relating to the tongue (7)

13 Having a time and place to be (11)

18 Queen of the jungle! (7)

20 Howler (5)

22 Extreme (5)

23 Marsupial from USA (7)

24 List of mistakes (6)

25 Christmas drink (6)

Down

1 Lemonade and beer drink (6)

2 Souvenir (5)

3 Monetary unit (7)

5 Type of terrier (5)

6 Black and white arctic bird (7)

7 Roll of parchment (6)

8 Little chance of winning (2,1,4,4)

14 Schemer (7)

15 Game played with tiles (7)

16 Refer (6)

17 Fashion or gadget reading material for 
men (3,3)

19 Praise (5)

21 Used to dye silk red (5)

THE OBAN TIMES 
GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

To enter, simply answer the above question, complete the form below and post it to 
Wyvex Media Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 29 September 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

224     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO BLAIR CASTLE HORSE TRIALS WITH CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, 
DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
When did Blair Castle fi rst run an international eventing competition?

From 24 to 27 August Blair Castle will attract spectators 
and competitors with four days of top fl ight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose a 
unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are seek-
ing to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perus-
ing the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch 
the wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Blair 
Castle International Horse Trials & Country Fair is sure to 
be an unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy a weekend of camping and horse trials including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes on 17 August. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DUNKELD HOUSE HOTEL WITH DINNER AND 

BREAKFAST, SPA TREATMENTS AND AFTERNOON TEA

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What river fl ows past Dunkeld House Hotel?

Nestled in the beautiful Perthshire landscape, Dunkeld House 
Hotel boasts an unrivalled experience of Scottish country liv-
ing. This four-star luxury country house hotel sits in 280 acres 
of well-maintained and natural woodland and overlooks the 
wide and fast-fl owing River Tay.

Escape the hustle and bustle of city life and enjoy nature, 
tranquillity and Scottish scenery at its very best. From a 

romantic weekend getaway to a short break full of fantastic 
outdoor activities, this hotel holiday resort can be as relaxing 
or as action-packed as you wish it to be.

Perthshire is also an excellent choice for a Scottish touring 
holiday or vacation. Enjoy the very best in Scottish hospitality 
from Dunkeld House Hotel’s spa facilities and award-winning 
food and drink, to our new and improved style. 

Prize only valid from the start of October until the end of November 2017. Prize only valid for Sunday – Thursday stays. Dates for validating the prize are subject to availability and 
based on two people sharing a double room. During validating the prize it is important to check appointment availability for treatments in the spa.

224-225_sf09.indd   224 26/07/2017   14:51:07

Answer................................................... .................................................................................................
Name..................................................... ..................................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...................................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ........................................................................................
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Dunkeld House Hotel.
Closing date is September 29 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are 
ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 

Glasgow Trip 
choose Oban 
to stage � rst 
summer special

Marine Harvest 
supports Blas

HIE supports project to 
further boost tourism
An ambitious project to grow 
the tourism sector in Argyll and 
the Islands by at least £16million 
over three years has secured 
support from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE).

The proposals by Argyll and 
the Islands Tourism Co-op-
erative (AITC) will focus on 
adventure tourism, events and 
festivals, and food and drink 
tourism.

Earlier this year AITC 
secured a three-year funding 
package from Argyll and Bute 
Council and annual funding 
from CalMac.

With this funding it will pro-
vide strategic leadership across 
the sector, support development 
of new products and services 
and increase sector capacity 
and capability.

HIE has approved funding 
of up to £240,000 over the 
three-year period to support 
the plans. The money will cover 
development costs with targets 
and outputs defined by HIE.

This funding follows a  three 
year investment from Argyll 
and Bute Council which 
combines with member subs to 
cover core funding and mar-
keting, with additional support 
provided by the partners on the 
Argyll and The Isles Strategic 
Tourism Partnership Group.

In 2015 tourism in Argyll 
employed around 6,500 people. 
The sector plays a vital role in 
the economic sustainability 
and viability of many rural 
communities, and significant 
investments by entrepreneurs 
and companies have created 
employment.

In addition to working with 
AITC, the HIE team in Argyll 
and the Islands works with 
more than a dozen tourism cli-
ents, who deliver growth in the 
sector and make a significant 
contribution to the economy.

Jennifer Nicoll, HIE’s area 
manager for Argyll and the 
Islands, said: ‘This ambitious 
project outlines plans to grow 
the tourism sector across Argyll 
and Bute; something that will 
ultimately lead to new jobs, 
increased turnover and more 
international trade.

‘These aspirations are aligned 
with our aims to support the 
sector’s continued growth, 
thereby supporting business 
and the rural economy and 
improving wider community 
resilience.

‘I welcome the plans and look 
forward to supporting their 
implementation.’

Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative (AITC) chair 
Gavin Dick said the HIE 
funding was a further ‘vote 
of confidence’ in the work of 
AITC over the past five years.

‘We are delighted that HIE 
has continued to support our 
work to promote Argyll and the 
Isles as one of Scotland’s top 
tourist destinations,’ he added.

‘An independent assessment 
of tourism growth in the region 
concluded the region has been 
comprehensively outperform-
ing Scotland as a whole, and 
while this is by no means down 
to the activity of AITC alone, 
it clearly demonstrates that the 
combined efforts of everyone 
involved in the industry is hav-
ing an impact.

‘Recent research by VisitScot-
land shows the tourism industry 
in Argyll and Bute accounts 
for 17 per cent of employment 
opportunities – almost double 
the national average, it is a 
vital part of our economy. This 
funding means we can continue 
to promote our message, both 

at home and further afield, and 
develop the experiences waiting 
for visitors to Scotland’s Adven-
ture Coast.

‘We have been developing 
plans with HIE, and now this 
funding has been approved we 
can get on with ensuring we 
deliver the maximum possible 
return for visitors who come to 
the region, and the businesses 
and destination marketing 
organisations we represent.’ 

The funding award from HIE 
follows the assessment and 
review of the Argyll adventure 
tourism offer undertaken with 
long distance cyclist, Mark 
Beaumont, in 2016 as part of 
the Wild about Argyll Adven-
ture and Film project. 

A copy of the assessment 
and recommendations can be 
obtained from admin@explore-
argyll.co.uk.

THE GLASGOW TRIP started out as a 
one-off YouTube parody of the Sky TV pro-
gramme The Trip. The video went viral and 
reached half a million views and is currently 
up to four episodes. Tributes have come in 
from as far as Australia, Canada, the USA 
and New Zealand.

Now Des McLean and Gary Little are 
taking  the show on the road and Oban is the 
first destination outside Glasgow for The Trip, 
before they head for Millport in October fol-
lowed by one each month in Ayr and Arran.

But don’t worry if you can’t make the 
show, because there will be a DVD out for 
Christmas covering six Glasgow trips and two 
holiday towns trips which will include Oban, 
plus live stand-up recorded at the Oban show 
on Friday September 1 at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls.

Look out for The Trip being filmed around 
the Oban area in the afternoon before the 
evening’s event.

Des and Gary are well known to Oban audi-
ences, having performed some great stand-up 
comedy in Oban regularly over the past 15 
years. Last year Des phone pranked many of 
Oban’s local businesses.

As a thank you to Obanites for their warm 
welcome over the years, the lads have organ-
ised a special competition – a double room, 
dinner, bed and breakfast (courtesy of Mark-
ie Dans) and two tickets for the show in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls on September 
1, plus a walk-on part in the Glasgow (Oban) 
trip.  

To be in with a chance of winning, go to 
www.facebook.com/Desmcleancomic and  
like and share the competition post to win.

ORGANISERS of this year’s Blas Festival, 
taking place from September 1-9, have an-
nounced that they have secured sponsorship 
from Marine Harvest.

The festival takes good quality traditional 
music concerts and cèilidhs to venues in 
communities across the Highlands as well as 
in venues in Argyll and the Western Isles. 

Marine Harvest business support manager 
Steve Bracken said: ‘As a company, we are 
rooted in the Highlands and Islands, so we’re 
delighted to support this year’s Blas Festival.
We’re very much looking forward to seeing and 
hearing this great range of traditional music.’

29th August  11am - 13pm  - Self- Direct 
support, options and advise. 

Astley hall Arisaig. 
Find out about Self-direct Support and 

how it could a� ect you.

30th August 10am  - 12am  Mindfulness 
taster session. Duncansburgh church hall 
Fort William  - Please bring exercise mat 

cushions and Blankets as required.

To � nd out more and to book your place at 
any of these events visit

www.connectingcarers.org.uk
www.facebook.com/connectingcarers



14 LEISURE Thursday 24 August, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 24 August – 
Thursday 31 August 2017

DIARDAOIN 24 LÙNASTAL
THURSDAY 24 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the history of 
Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History shorts 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00 Clann Pheter Ròraidh – The 
achievements of a family from the Isle of Barra, 
across three generations (rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – set by 

Turin Brakes (rpt)
22.40 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
22.55 ÙR | NEW: Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – The 
rivalry between Rubinstein vs Arden 
23.50 Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

DIHAOINE 25 LÙNASTAL
FRIDAY 25 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35 Machair – Gaelic soap based on the Isle 
of Lewis. (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Stoidhle – Sandra Murrary explores how 
people create their own individual style (rpt)
20.00 An Sgoth – Building a boat; revitalising 
traditional skills (rpt)
21.00 Bràithrean na h-Àirce – My Brother 
the Ark Raider, a search for a man who vanished 
hunting for Noah’s Ark (rpt)
22.00 Na Worlds 2013 – music from the World 
Pipe Band Championships (rpt)
23.00 ÙR | NEW: An Klondike – Dominion 

Creek – Drama, S2 Ep2
23.50 Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 26 LÙNASTAL
SATURDAY 26 AUGUST
16.00 ÙR | NEW: Live Shinty - Camanachd 
Beò - Skye v Newtonmore
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Motherwell v Hearts
20.00 Machair – Gaelic soap based on the Isle 
of Lewis (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Mnathan-Glùine – Highland Midwives 
(rpt)
21.00 Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
22.00 Bràithrean na h-Àirce – A search for a 
man who vanished hunting for Noah’s Ark (rpt)
22.55 Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – The rivalry 
between Rubinstein vs Arden (rpt) 
23.50 Belladrum 2015 Highlights: Cridhe 
Tartan – set by The Proclaimers (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 27 LÙNASTAL
SUNDAY 27 AUGUST

16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00  Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – The story of 
renovation of the Lews Castle in Stornoway (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00     Farpaisean chon-chaorach – Sheepdog 
Trials (rpt)
22.00    Hòro Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.00 An Klondike – Dominion Creek - Drama, 
S2 Ep2 (rpt)
23.50  Dhan Uisge - Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places. (rpt)

DILUAIN 28 LÙNASTAL
MONDAY 28 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain - The salmon’s 
journey. An odyssey through Scotland’s � shing 
rivers with
Neen MacKay (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)

19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History Shorts 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.15 Sgeul Seirbheis – Gaels re� ect on their 
experience of National Service in the 1950s (rpt)
20.30 Stoidhle – Sandra Murrary explores how 
people create their own individual style (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW:  Trusadh – Pòsadh ann an 
Alba 
22.00 Bannan (rpt)
22.30 Diary of Britain: Men and Iron (rpt)
23.10 Cuirm@Celtic (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 29 LÙNASTAL
TUESDAY 29 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the history of 
Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Mnathan-Glùine – Highland Midwives 
(rpt)
21.00     A gu U: An do Bhlais thu? – A choice 

menu of dishes from the BBC archive (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh – Pòsadh ann an Alba (rpt)
23.00 Craic – Discussion panel (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 30 LÙNASTAL
WEDNESDAY 30 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05     Turas a’ Bhradain - The salmon’s journey. 
An odyssey through Scotland’s � shing rivers with 
Neen MacKay (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – The story of 
renovation of the Lews Castle in Stornoway (rpt)
21.00 Look Stranger: Foula and Eriskay (rpt)
21.50 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)
21.55 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – Ceòl bho 
Perthshire Amber bringing an array of musical 
talent
from Perth Concert Hall (rpt)
22.25 Bannan (rpt)
23.00 Clann Pheter Ròraidh – The remarkable 

achievements of a family from the Isle of Barra,
across three generations. (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 31 LÙNASTAL
THURSDAY 31 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Looking at the history of 
Scotland’s towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – Ceòl bho 
Perthshire Amber showcasing the high-energy 
band Blazin’ Fiddles (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – Storm Heroes 
(rpt)
21.00 Balaich na h-Àirde – The remarkable 
achievements of four brothers from Ness, Isle of 
Lewis (rpt)
22.00 Canàl a’ Phanama – The story of the 
Panama Canal (rpt)
23.25 Dhan Uisge – Calum MacLean 
swimming in far-� ung places (rpt)
23.30 Togaidh Sinn Fonn – A selection of 
Scotland’s best musicians and singers (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer
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Blooming delightful 
day at Oban and 
Lorn Horticultural 
Society

BE PART OF  
THIS YEAR’S 
HIGHLAND 
MILITARY 
TATTOO!  

www.ticketline.co.uk/highland-military-tattoo 
www.highlandmilitarytattoo.co.uk

Highlanders’ Museum - Fort George 

0131 310 8701 or 0131 310 8702 

Eden Court Theatre - Inverness 

01463 234 234

VisitScotland Information Centres  
located throughout Scotland.

BY 
PHONE

IN
PERSON

HOW TO GET YOUR TICKETS:

This fantastic event includes:

•  TYPHOON FLYPAST
•  MASSED PIPES & DRUMS
•  HIGHLAND DANCING
•  HISTORICAL VIGNETTES
•  FOOD & DRINK VILLAGE
•  FIREWORK DISPLAY

HOW TO GET YOUR TICKETS:

TICKETS SELLING FAST

BOOK NOW!

Experience the very best of traditional and contemporary Highland culture

Discounts available for Families, Veterans, OAPs & Children

The Highland Military Tattoo is 
a uniquely authentic experience, 
set inside the magnificent ram-
parts of Fort George, on the edge 
of the Moray Firth.
This spectacular family event 

showcases impressive local and 
national acts, reflecting the very 
best of Scottish history, tradition 
and military expertise.

With a broad appeal and a 
worldwide audience, the #High-
landTattoo attracts worldwide 
visitors, along with a loyal local 
following, returning to see new 
acts within an annually changing 
show.

The experience starts with an 
opportunity to sample Scottish 
food and drink in the Catering 
Village next door to the Tattoo 

arena, whilst, overhead, there 
will be an aerial display by an 
SE5A World War 1 Biplane, to 
herald the imminent start of the 
show.

In VisitScotland’s Year of His-
tory Heritage and Archaeology, 
the programme will celebrate 
the rich military heritage of Fort 
George, the Highlands and Mo-
ray, and the 75th anniversary of 
the RAF Regiment commencing 
with a fly-past by RAF Typhoon 
jets, heralding the start to a 
packed evening’s entertainment. 

An additional tribute to the 
anniversary year of the RAF; 
and a highlight of the 2017 event; 
shall be from the Queen’s Colour 
Squadron of the Royal Air Force; 
the specialist unit charged with 

the safe-keeping of the Queen’s 
Colour for the RAF in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

The Highland Military Tattoo is 
a ‘must-see’ event in the Scottish 
tourism schedule, offering locals 
and visitors a unique opportunity 
to immerse themselves in the her-
itage and culture of the Scottish 
Highlands, against the impressive 
backdrop of Fort George. 

Tickets for The Highland 
Military Tattoo are now on sale 
and can be purchased via the 
website: www.highlandmilitar-
ytattoo.co.uk, Ticketline, at Eden 
Court Theatre in Inverness and 
throughout Scotland’s TICs.

Twitter: @HMTFortGeorge
Facebook: @HighlandMilitar-

yTattoo

Highland Military Tattoo September 8-10 2017, Fort George, near Inverness

Trophies
1 Challenge Trophy by JC 
Paton Oban - best vase 
in classes one to six: R. 
MacKillop.
2 Oban Town Council 
Challenge Cup - best vase 
classes seven to 11: D. 
Black.
3 Oban and Lorn Horti-
cultural Society Challenge 
Trophy - best vase in 
classes 12 to 18: D. Mac-
Dougall.

4 Challenge Trophy pre-
sented by Messrs W. and 
H. Hay Oban - class 16: D 
MacDougall.
5 Loch Etive Challenge 
Trophy - best vase class 19 
and 20: A. Pringle.
6 Mrs Willox of Dum-
barton Challenge Trophy 
- best vase in classes 21 and 
22: H. MacLeod.
7 Alistair MacLeod 
Memorial Trophy - best 
exhibit in classes 23 and 

24: D. Black.
8 Oban Times Challenge 
Trophy - class 32: H. Ma-
cLeod.
9 Strathcona and Mount 
Royal Challenge Trophy 
- most points in classes 
34 - 58: H. MacLeod.
10 Oban and District Hotel 
and Boarding House As-
sociation Challenge Cup 
- most points in classes 
59 - 63 for inexperienced 
exhibitors: C. Petit.

11 Challenge Trophy pre-
sented by Mrs H. Hutton 
Oban - most points in 
classes 69 - 71: A. Mallach.
12 Challenge Cup present-
ed by the late Lady Camp-
bell of Arduaine - most 
points in all classes:
13 The Willis Cup - best 
exhibit in photography/arts 
section: H. Wilson.
14 Alexander Binnie Cup 
- best exhibit in show: H. 
MacLeod.

Special prizes:
1 Caledonian 
MacBrayne Prize - best 
floral exhibit: H. Ma-
cLeod.
2 Homebase Prize (in 
memory of Hector 
MacKenzie) - best tray 
of vegetables (class 33): 
D. Black.
3 Poppies Prize - most 
points in Dahlia classes 
(class 12 -18): D. Mac-
Dougall.

It was one of the busiest horticultural 
shows held in many years and every-
one who came to see the number of 
entries in all categories were not 
disappointed.

A beautiful display of glorious � ow-
ers alongside outstanding produce 
and delightful children’s entries 

made Oban and Lorn Horticultural 
Society an event not to be missed.

Held in Glencruitten Church Hall last 
Saturday the organising committee 
charged a donation for entry and in 
return served up delicious cakes and 
hot drinks.

The donations given for entry and 

for a sale at the end of the event go 
towards an annual charity donation 
made by the hard working group.

Since 1991 almost £6,000 has been 
donated from the well-organised 
show to charities including Oban 
Hospice, Hope Kitchen and Mary’s 
Meals.

Angus Smith & North 56
Live music with 

Angus & John
Seil Island Hall

Saturday 26 August
8pm - 11pm 

£8 entry - Under 16’s free
if accompanied by an 

adult.
Proceeds to Oban Hospice

BYOB

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SCOTLAND, EASDALE BRANCH

ANNUAL SALE
(In aid of Veterans’ Charities)

SEIL ISLAND HALL, Ellenabeich
SATURDAY 26 AUGUST

12 noon to  3pm
Baking, Bric-a-Brac,  Books, Toys, Produce, Ra�  e, 

Bottle Stall,  and stalls from Combat Stress, Erskine, 
Help4Heroes 

Teas  and Refreshments,  Entrance free
For further information contact 01852 314 242

North Connel & District 
Horticultural Show 2017

Victory Hall, Benderloch
Saturday, 26 August

Please note 
Show Opens 2.00pm

Admission 
Adults £2.50, Children £1

Prizes, Raffl e, 
Sale of Produce from 3pm

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

If you would like 
to advertise in 

the Oban Times 
Community 

Noticeboard please 
call 01631 568000
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In Lochaber the festival 
will celebrate the 80th 
birthday of button 
accordion legend Fergie 
MacDonald with an 
all-star line-up at the 
Nevis Centre.  The 25th 
anniversary of the highly 
successful Fèis Locha-
bair will be marked with 
the return of some of the 
fabulous musicians it has 
produced over the years 

at the celebratory Cèilidh 
in Caol along with guests 
Fras and Aonghas Grant.

Thanks to support from 
Argyll and Bute Council 
and Marine Harvest, 
Blas will also reach 
Argyll with Gaelic singer 
Mary Ann Kennedy 
performing songs from 
her new album, An Dàn, 
in An Talla, Tiree along 
with the Donald Black 

Band and young people 
from Fèis Thiriodh.  The 
Angus Nicolson Trio 
will appear in Oban with 
Gaelic singers Freddie 
MacKenzie and Mary 
Catherine MacNeil as 
well as musicians from 
Fèis Latharna.

Hugh Dan MacLen-
nan, Gary Innes and 
crew will celebrate 
Shanty’s Heroes, includ-

ing Ballachulish piper 
and composer Willie 
Lawrie, at an event in 
Kinlochleven, while this 
year’s Blas commission 
Dìleab Uilleim – the 
Gaelic Song legacy of 
Rev William Matheson 
– will visit Mull where 
Willie served as a 
minister for a number 
of years.  Jo MacDonald 
will introduce songs 

sung by Robert Rob-
ertson, Rachel Walker 
and Alasdair Whyte 
accompanied by Ross 
Wilson.

Donald Black will join 
Mairi MacInnes and 
Fèis Latharna in Tay-
vallich Hall to round 
off the Blas events in 
the area, full details of 
which can be found at 
blas-festival.com.

Blas 2017 takes place across the Highlands between 
September 1 and 9 celebrating Highland culture

The Loch Fyne whisky marquee 
at next month’s Best Of The 
West Festival (BOWFest) – held 
in the grounds of Inveraray Cas-
tle from September 8-10 – will 
be overflowing with festive 
spirit!

Offering a perfect opportunity 
to sample a range of the finest 
west coast malts, the marquee 
will feature a comprehensive 
range of products from various 
distilleries, including: Abhainn 
Dearg, Arran Auchentos-
han, Ben Nevis, Bowmore, 
Bruichladdich, Bunnahabhain, 
Caol Ila Glen Scotia, Glen-
goyne, Glengyle / Kilkerran, 
Isle of Mull Blended Whisky, 
Jura, Kilchoman, Lagavulin, 
Laphroaig Littlemill, Loch 
Fyne Whiskies, Loch Lomond, 
Oban, Springbank, Talisker and 
Tobermory.

Eleanor, Duchess of Argyll, 
Best Of The West Festival 
founder and chairperson, said: 
‘Whether you’re an aspiring 
whisky drinker or a more expe-
rienced ‘drammer’, this year’s 
Loch Fyne whisky marquee 
offers something for everyone. 
Come along and speak to the 
professionals who put the stuff 
together and taste for yourself 
the quality of the huge range of 
whiskies from the west coast of 
Scotland.’

And the whisky marquee is 
complemented once again by 
a food tent jam-packed with a 
host of delicious delicacies from 
Argyllshire, while music head-
liners at the festival include: 
Eddi Reader, Skerryvore, Skip-
innish, Blazin’ Fiddles, Hunter 
and the Bear, and Tide Lines.

The festival will take place in 

the grounds of Inveraray Castle, 
the jewel in the West Highland’s 
crown, with the castle itself, 
hills and loch as a backdrop.

Best Of The West Festival 
(BOWFest) is supported by 
EventScotland, part of Vis-
itScotland’s events directorate, 
through its national funding 
programme.

This year Best Of The West 
Festival has teamed up with 
West Coast Motors to provide 
packages that incorporate 
special festival bus transport as 
well as entrance to the festival 
to and from Glasgow, Oban and 
Dunoon. To book tickets go to 
bowfest.co.uk.

For further information 
check out bowfest.co.uk/ info@
bowfest.co.uk/ facebook.com/
bowfestival/ @ bowfestinfo/ 
#BOWFest2017

Best of the West Festival 
set to over� ow with 
festive spirit
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Is Coming!
 Low power useage, no servicing, very controllable, AND

a cosy warmth

Energy costs are on the up again
Our electric heating solutions could save you money

German  Fire Clay Core Heaters:-  A remarkably
cosy heat with  some of the best running costs of any
heating system currently available.  Due to the
flexibility of the system we have many customers
who started with one and have come back for more
Using mainly radiant heat, these  slim adaptable
heaters can be supplied on feet, on castors or can be
wall mounted.  Storage heater problems? .. An ideal
replacement!

Far Infrared Heaters:-  These modern powerful
heating units don't take up ANY floor space, they
can look like  a  mirror or a picture on the wall.
Incredibly efficient and economical, when these far
infrared rays touch a surface, energy is released in
the form of heat. Perfectly safe, these heaters act in
the same way as when  we feel warmth from the heat
of the sun.

Did you  know?
Radiant heat is  much more economical than warm air heating find out more at
www.elsco.co.uk and www.scottishinfraredheating.co.uk
Over the last  6 years  90% of our customers were looking for a better alternative
to storage heaters find out more at www.elsco.co.uk
Our electric heating is a cost effective alternative to oil and  LPG heating  find out
more at www.elsco.co.uk
We cover the whole of the West coast from our bases in Glasgow and Elgin find
out more at www.elsco.co.uk.  Join our  100’s of happy customers.

Elsco Heating Ltd covering  all Scotland from Glasgow & Elgin. For
more details and  a FREE info pack  on our innovative   heating products

www.elsco.co.uk or  phone John on  01343 819676

Save

Save
money

DISCOVER HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE 
AND HOW MUCH GOVERNMENT HELP YOU CAN GET. 

USE ELECTRIC, 
STORAGE, OIL 
OR LPG HEATING?
YOU COULD HALF YOUR 
HEATING AND HOT 
WATER COSTS
THIS WINTER.

OUR PROMISE
✓ Talk to heating and 

hot water experts, 
not sales people

✓ Qualifi ed EPC assessors 
produce FREE, no-obligation, 

detailed reports
✓ No ‘on the day’ 

prices offered

OUT 
DOOR 
UNIT

HOT WATER TANK

RADIATOR

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

GOVERNMENT GRANT 
OF UP TO £15,000

GOVERNMENT INTEREST-FREE 
LOANS OF UP TO £10,000

PROTECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT

Call Smart Group on 01236 341662
or email clare@smartgroup.uk.com for an initial chat.

DO IT BEFORE 31 SEPTEMBER AND RECEIVE 
A FREE ENERGY REPORT THAT’S A SAVING OF £150

www.smartgroup.uk.com 

Can you really a� ord 
another Scottish winter heating 
your home with expensive storage 
heaters, oil or LPG?  
An air source heat pump is a proven, green 
technology. It will deliver all the heating and hot water 
you need and could half your running costs. 
Air source heat pumps qualify for the UK 
Government’s Renewable Heat Incentive programme, 
designed to cover much of the cost of installation. 
They also qualify for further support through the 
Home Energy Scotland interest-free loan scheme.

energy

There are lots of ways you can make your 
home cosier and more energy e�  cient with 
an interest-free, unsecured loan of up to 
£15,000. Available through Home Energy 
Scotland from the Scottish Government, 
your loan can let you spread the cost of a 
wide variety of measures including:

Impartial expert advice
Home Energy Scotland from the 
Scottish Government is a source 
of clear and impartial advice on 
making your home cheaper to heat. 
If you’re not sure where to start, 
it’s a quick and easy way to find out 
what you can do and what kind of 
help from the Scottish Government 
you might qualify for.

No obligation, no hard sell.
Our advisers are there to help 

you with personalised advice and 
support to make your home easier 
to heat and to save you money.

They can tell you everything 
you need to know about the loan 
scheme. But there’s no hard sell, 
and what you choose to do next is 
entirely up to you.

‘They were very informative, 

helpful and polite and I would have 
no hesitation in recommending 
people to ask them for advice about 
energy saving! They told me things 
I did not know.’

Mrs Jane Laird, Uphall

Get in touch today.
To find out more, call Home 

Energy Scotland on 0808 808 2282. 
Advisers are available on the phone 
Monday-Friday from 8am-8pm, 
and on Saturday from 9am-5pm or 
visit our website at homeenergy-
scotland.org 

*Loans are administered by the 
Energy Saving Trust. Successful 
loans are subject to administrative 
fee. Certain measures require a 
certified installer.

Home energy improvement Maximum loan value
Solid wall insulation (external and internal) £10,000
Loft insulation £1,000
Room-in-roof insulation £4,000
Boilers – gas, LPG or oil £5,000
Warm air units or electric storage heaters £5,000
Double/triple glazing £4,500
Draught proo� ng £500

Up to £15,000 
interest-free loans* 
to help improve 
your home
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Ferguson Energy 
Biomass Boiler 
or Heat Pump

+
Scottish Government

Interest Free Loan
+

Domestic Renewable 
Heat Incentive 

for 7 Years
=

FREE HEATING

BURNIT Wood Pellet Boiler
Benderloch, Argyll
4 Bedroom Croft Cottage
Previously Used Oil Boiler

NIBE AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP
Ardentinny, Argyll
2 Bedroom Semi-detached House
Previously Used Storage Heaters

BURNIT SOLAR THERMAL
Isle of Mull, Argyll
1 Bedroom Self Catering Cottage

NIBE GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMP &
NIBE HEAT RECOVERY VENTILATION
Connel, Argyll
4 Bedroom New Build House

WOOD PELLET DELIVERY - ORDER ONLINE TODAY
www.ferguson-energy.co.uk

LookIng to make home energy efficIency Improvements? 
ask about our Interest-free loan wIth cashback (for a 

lImIted tIme) from the ScottIsh Government*. Interest-free 
loans for renewables systems are also avaIlable.

Get heatIng advIce
and finance to

Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust.  
Successful loans are subject to administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.

secure your energy needs
go o� -grid with renewable energy

WIN 

Order Heating Oil before 30th September and you’ll be entered 
into our ’Winter Planning’ Prize draw– Now is the time to plan ahead 
& consider your oil requirements this winter 

‘Winter Planning’ Prize draw 
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Prizes include: a £250 Amazon Voucher, a FREE 500litres of heating oil  
                          or a FREE boiler service, plus many more.  

Heating Oil, Commercial & Agricultural Fuel 

Fuelling homes,            
businesses and 

farms for               
over 60 years’ 

Supplier of bulk fuels                  
including Kerosene, Gas 

Oil, Marine Gas Oil,    
Diesel & LPG 

 Competitive pricing 

 Reliable delivery service 

 Independent & family owned 

 Boiler maintenance services 

 Shell Lubricants Authorised 
Distributor 

Contact us today for a quotation or to place an order 
Remember to quote ‘ ENERGY’ when you contact us 

0800 833 534  www.gleaner.co.uk 
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

THIS WEEK’S WALKS
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contact-
ed beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and people can try 
before they buy. 

Participants can walk three 
times with the club before 
joining. Further information at 
www.lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk. Lochaber and 
Lorn Ramblers Group can be 
contacted by email on    info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk.

Today (Thursday August 24)
Creag an Aonaich and the 
Pass of Brander, Kilchrenan
A circular walk near Kilchrenan 
including a visit to the ridge on 
the S side of the Pass of Brander,
by Loch Awe in the shadow of 
the mighty Ben Cruachan.

Start at the junction of B845 
and farm road to Ballimore at 
NN038243, where limited park-
ing is available. Follow the farm 
road past Loch Tromlee. Just 
before Ballimore Farm, turn E at 
a junction and follow the track 
which zig-zags up to the edge of 
and into a wooded area. 

On emerging from the trees, 
turn N over rough ground to 
Lochan Cuaig. Skirt around the 
lochan, then head NW across 
rough ground above Creag an 
Aonaich. Follow the deer fence 
for about 2km to a point where 
two fences cross.

Cross the fence and the Allt 
an Fhiodhain, and climb W up 
to the edge of the woodland 
at NN0432028086. Contour 
through the trees to reach 
the start of a forest track at 
NN0392127931. The track winds 
S through mixed wood for 
about 2.5km back to main road 
at NN032261. 

Transport required.
Grade: M; Distance: 13km; 

Height to climb: 400m.
Meet at Longsdale CP Oban 

NM862307 at 9.15am; N. 
Ballachulish Sch NN053603 at 
8.50am. Start of walk at 10am.  

Leader: Graham Innes 01631 
562290 or 07767 714503.

Sunday August 27
Meall nan Tarmachan – Loch 
Tay Munro + four tops
This craggy ridge, which makes 
a � ne backdrop to the view from 
the Falls of Dochart in Killin, are
the best known peaks of the 
Southern Highlands.

Start from the Ben Lawers CP 
at NN608378. Head W to reach a 
junction between a track and a
path at NN602379. Follow the 
path W uphill. It turns N after 
1km and climbs to the SE Top at
923m. 

Turn NW and climb to the 
summit of Meall nan Tarmachan, 
1044m. Descend S on a broad 

ridge, curving SW to a small 
lochan on a col, then climb SW 
on a narrower, rocky ridge to the
summit of Meall Garbh, 1,026m.

Head W along the level summit 
ridge then down steeply to a col.

Ascend gradually W on the 
path which twists and turns 
through the rocky terrain to the 
summit of Beinn nan Eachan, 
1,000m. The path continues W, 
then SW down to a long col, 
then climbs, curving S up to 
the � nal top, Creag na Caillich, 
916m. 

Return to the long col, then 
head SE down the slopes of 
Coire Fionn Lairige to a disused 
quarry, served by a track. Follow 
it E, then NE back to the junction 
and return to the CP.

Grade: M+; Distance: 12Km; 
Height to climb: 860m.

Meet at Longsdale CP Oban 
NM862307 at 8.20am; Glencoe 
Village CP NN098587 at 8.30am.

Start of walk at 10am.
Leader: Ian Moir 07973 836498

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club.

If anyone would like to go out 
on the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquir-
ies@nevishillwalking.club.
Saturday August 26
Grey Corries – Stob Coire na 
Ceannain; Stob Choire Clau-
righ
Parking is available at NN253806. 
However, it is possible to drive S 
from Corriechoille for 2km on a
rough track to park at NN255788.

The walk continues along the 
track up into the Lairig Leacach.

At the ford at NN2784475341, 
just before the watershed, leave 
the track and head SW up rough 
ground. The slope steepens at 
about 600m and becomes rocki-
er. Turn S and climb up along the 
crest of an escarpment, which 
soon becomes a well-de� ned 
ridge. This � attens to a spur at 
NN275745, 825m.

Contour S for about 250m, 
then curve W to gain the crest 
of the SE ridge of Stob Coire na 
Ceannain and follow it up to 
the summit, 1,123m. Traverse 
SW along the ridge to a small 
summit at 1,121m, then head S 
up to Stob Choire Claurigh.

Leaving the summit, descend 
SE at � rst, curving S down the 
ridge to the lochan on the col 
just N of Stob Ban. Turn E and 
descend into Coire Cluarigh on a 
footpath beside the impressive 
slabs, to reach the bothy in the 
Lairig Leacach.

Alternatively, climb Stob Ban 
and descend to the bothy by its 
E ridge (an extra 1km and 170m 
ascent). Head N on the track to 
return. (20km, 1,230m ascent)

Suggested and coordinated by 
Suzanne Theobald.

SAMS student making 
waves in micro plastics

Ganavan parkrun celebrates fi rst birthday
SATURDAY saw the Ganavan 
Sands weekly parkrun celebrate 
its first birthday, with 81 run-
ners showing up to mark the 
milestone.

Local participants were joined 
by runners from other parts of 
Argyll and Falkirk, Fife, Glas-
gow, Kent and the USA. Many 
made the journey to Oban 
specifically to run the 5k route.

The free-to-attend event starts 
at Ganavan Sands car park and 
follows the cycle path to Dunbeg 
every Saturday.

It is organised entirely by 
volunteers.

Doreen Henderson, event 
director, said: ‘This week’s 
parkrun had birthday balloons 
at each marshal’s position and a 

big Happy Birthday sign at the 
start.

‘It was a highly active and so-
ciable event followed by a great 
choice of home-baking.

‘Whatever the weather, run-
ners, joggers and walkers of all 
ages are always given a warm 
welcome each Saturday morn-
ing before the 9.30am start.’

All results are posted weekly 
on the ganavansandsparkrun.
com website.

A STUDENT from the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS), at Dunstaffnage, near 
Oban, is making waves in the 
world of micro plastics.

Winnie Courtene Jones is 
one of the first people in the 
world to study the impact 
micro plastic is having on the 
deep sea ecosystem. She even 
won student of the year for her 
ground-breaking project.

Winnie moved to the area two 
years ago from the west coast of 
Wales to study at SAMS.

‘I have always been interested 
in plastics,’ she said. ‘And then 
this PHD came up.

‘The stuff that I am doing in 
the deep sea - there are really 
few studies in that area. It’s 
really interesting.

‘I have gone out twice in the 
Northern Atlantic Ocean, once 
this year and once last year, to 
collect deep sea samples.’

The samples are collected 
using a metal sled, which is 
dragged along the sea bed.

Then all the mud is sieved out 
and any animals kept in order to 
see how they are being affected 
by micro plastics in the ocean.

‘I have found plastic in the an-
imals,’ Winnie said. ‘I focus my 

work on starfish. But we don’t 
know what effect that is having.

‘We don’t know how long 
plastic takes to break down. 

‘We have been producing it 
since the ’40s or ’50s and it is 
a longer time scale than it has 
been produced.

‘Plastic fragments into smaller 
and smaller pieces – it’s easier 
for animals to eat the smaller 
plastic.’

Winnie suggests that instead 
of using items such as plastic 
water bottles and coffee cups 
- people use reusable and recy-
clable materials.

A documentary that dives deep 
beneath the waves to uncover 
exactly how far the disposable 
plastic habit has spread will be 
shown in Oban next Tuesday 
and it is free to attend.

A Plastic Ocean will be 
screened at Oban Pheonx Cine-
ma on August 29 at 6pm.

The screening is part of 
SAMS’s Capturing our Coast 
(CoCoast) project.

The institute is partnering 
with the Group for Recycling in 
Argyll and Bute (GRAB) Trust 
and Oban Phoenix Cinema.

The event is free but advance 
booking is required and tickets 
are available from the cinema 
or by contactingcocoast@sams.
ac.uk. Winnie Courtene Jones won student of the year for her ground-breaking project. 16_t34_SAMS02

Runners came out in force – 
and from far a� eld – to help 

celebrate Oban Parkrun’s � rst 
birthday.

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

AN OUTDOOR trust is seeking 
hill enthusiasts to adopt a path in 
the Scottish Mountains.

Volunteering in Scotland’s Na-
tional Parks is on the rise thanks 
to The Mountains and The 
People Project which launched 
in the summer of 2015.

Led by the Outdoor Access 
Trust for Scotland, this unique 
five-year conservation part-
nership project brings together 
both the Cairngorms and Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs 
National Park Authorities along-
side Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
and the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The project’s recently launched 
initiative, Adopt a Path, enables 
those most passionate about 
Scotland’s mountains to become 
custodians of their favourite 
routes.

Tom Wallace, project activity 
manager, said: ‘Adopt a Path 
volunteers are crucial in helping 
us to conserve our fragile upland 
landscapes by reporting on 
erosion damage and path issues 
thereby enabling us to target our 
maintenance activities to best 
effect. 

‘With paths available for adop-
tion across both of Scotland’s Na-
tional Parks there is something 
for everyone.

‘From short and gentle to long 
and remote – once registered you 

choose which path you would 
like to adopt from more than 60 
available routes.’

Experienced hill walkers who 
are used to spending time out-
doors and have a good level of 
physical fitness are being asked 
to adopt a path.

They would be asked to do a 
visual path survey twice a year 
which would involve taking 
photographs of any issues and to 
report these issues via the online 
portal.

Full training on basic mountain 
awareness and recognising 
common path problems will be 
provided with the initial one-day 
sessions scheduled for the first 
weekend in September followed 
by further dates in the spring 
next year.

To get involved, see themountain-
sandthepeople.org.uk/volunteering/

Enthusiasts urged to 
‘adopt a path’ to save 
Scotland’s mountains

Volunteers are vital if the 
landscape is to be preserved.

A RECORD number of hen harrier 
chicks have been fitted with satellite tags 
this year.

More than 24 birds have been fitted 
with transmitters, the majority of which 
are in Scotland, as part of the conser-
vation organisation RSPB’s EU-funded 
Hen Harrier LIFE Project.

By tracking the movements of these 
threatened birds of prey, the RSPB will 
be able to build up a clearer picture of 

where hen harriers go and where they 
are most at risk, for example from illegal 
persecution.

The increase in the number of tags 
deployed in 2017 was made possible by 
cosmetic company LUSH, which raised 
funds through the sales of a specially 
created ‘Skydancer’ bath bomb.

Conservationists hope the ‘Hen Har-
rier Class of 2017’ will fare better than 
last year’s cohort. Out of the 12 young 

harriers fitted with tags by the RSPB in 
2016, only five are still alive.

According to the RSPB, one of the 
birds, Carroll, was found dead having 
suffered from an infectious disease. A 
post mortem later revealed lead pellets, 
indicating she had survived being shot at 
some earlier point in her life.

Two of the other birds disappeared in 
suspicious circumstances when their tags 
suddenly stopped transmitting, while 

a further three were lost to unknown 
causes. All are presumed to have died, as 
it is very rare for tags to fail for technical 
reasons.

The results of the recently pub-
lished National Hen Harrier Survey re-
vealed that in the last 12 years, the 
number of breeding pairs has declined 
by more than a quarter (27 per cent) in 
Scotland and by over a third (39 per cent) 
in the UK as a whole.

Record number of hen harriers fi tted with transmitters

FOLLOWING the recent sub-
mission of an application for a 
trial reintroduction of lynx into 
Kielder Forest in Northumber-
land, Lynx UK Trust has an-
nounced it has launched further 
consultations focused on Argyll 
and Inverness-shire.

For the past 12 months, the 
Lynx UK Trust has been in dis-
cussions with major landowners 
about a trial reintroduction of 
Eurasian lynx in Argyll and 
Inverness-shire, confirming 
access to potential release sites 
in each county.

The trust aims to explore the 
potential for lynx in the areas, 
including benefits it could bring 
to the ecology, controlling deer 
populations and helping to pro-
tect the ailing capercaillie.

Chief scientific advisor for 
the trust Dr Paul O’Donoghue 
explained: ‘This is a classic 
example of the negative impacts 
that come with removing species 
like the lynx from an ecosystem.

‘Over development and climate 
are certainly having an impact 
on capercaillie but the elephant 
in the room is the exploding 
pine marten population. 

‘It’s fantastic to see them doing 
so well, but too much of anything 
creates imbalances, and they 
have a big impact on capercaillie 
by stealing their eggs. 

‘Pine marten overpopulation 
is a direct result of them having 
no natural predators in the 
ecosystem.’

Consultation has already 
begun with several major land-

owners in the region, including 
Ewen Maclean, a member of 
the Maclean family which owns 
and manages the Ardgour estate 
covering 30,000 acres and is on 
the western edge of the potential 
lynx habitat.

He said: ‘I think it’s a pro-
gressive and exciting discussion 
to have about protecting our 
forests and native wildlife.

‘We’re very supportive of any 
effort to rebalance the natural 
environment. 

‘I think this is something that 
can bring a huge benefit to our 
forests and add to the fantastic 
eco-tourism offering already 
in the region; we have some 
of the best wildlife in the UK 
here; having the lynx back home 
amongst it would be wonderful.’

Consultation under way 
for lynx reintroduction

Contact: Jane Isaac
E: jane.isaac@uhi.ac.uk
T: 07990612781

Courses starting very soon
NC HORSE CARE
EQUINE FLEXIBLE STUDIES (HNC, HND)
BA(HONS) EQUINE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

CONTACT JANE ISAAC FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
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Winners set to showcase 
products at BOW festival
THE SIX winners of the Busi-
ness Gateway Argyll and Bute 
competition to win a trade 
stand for a day at the Best of 
the West festival (BOW) have 
been announced.

Now in its fourth year, the 
competition invited local busi-
nesses to share what is special 
about their venture and why 
their products would be a good 
fit at the festival.

The successful businesses se-
lected to showcase their prod-
ucts in the Business Gateway 
sponsored craft tent this year 
are The Puffer Food Company 
with its range of preserves; 

The Divine Hag, offering 
hand-crafted aromatherapy 
sprays; Mummy’s Sew Crafty, 
with a range of handmade chil-
dren’s clothes and accessories; 
Sea Harr Houses, which cre-
ates unique little houses and 
figures using driftwood, recy-
cled wood, material and felt; 
Woolyhatz, with knitted and 
hand-crocheted hats, scarves 
and gloves; and Annie Pins 
with a range of textile quilts, 
bags, purses and bunting made 
from Harris tweed, linens and 
vintage fabrics.

Held at Inveraray Castle on 
September 9 and 10, the festi-

val is set to attract thousands 
of visitors. All the winners are 
delighted to be taking part and 
are looking forward to a suc-
cessful event.

One of the winners, The 
Puffer Food Company, is based 
on Easdale Island and sells a 
range of award-winning pre-
serves throughout Scotland.

Founded by Keren Cafferty, 
its range of jams, chutneys and 
confectionery are produced 
from the kitchen of the Puffer 
Bar and Restaurant.

Keren also sells a range of 
contemporary hampers which 
feature her own products, 

alongside other Argyll produc-
ers. The hampers are available 
to buy online at www.puffer-
foodcompany.co.uk.

Keren said: ‘I own an 
award-winning bar and res-
taurant on a tiny rural island 
which, although open all year, 
is predominantly seasonal 
trading, so to survive you 
have to diversify. I believe in 
locally-sourced produce that 
is freshly prepared and also 
supporting the development of 
this island community by creat-
ing employment opportunities.

‘This ethos led to the devel-
opment of a range of preserves. 

‘To be named as a winner 
and to have our own stand at 
the BOW festival is fantastic 
for us. 

‘It will allow us to let more 
people know all about and 
sample our range and how we 
create it on our tiny island.’

For more information on the 
Best of the West festival and to 
buy tickets, visit www.bowfest.
co.uk. 

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help you 
set up and develop your own 
business call 01546 808363 
or visit www.bgateway.com/
argyll-and-bute.

A MARINE biologist who fell in love with 
the Isle of Mull has renovated a cottage 
into a bunkhouse  aimed at outdoor 
enthusiasts visiting the island.

Rachel Ball moved to Mull late last year 
and began converting the building into 
an eight-bed bunkhouse  ideal for fami-
lies or groups.

With support from Argyll and Bute 
Business Gateway, Rachel launched the 
business and started  taking bookings 
for Ross of Mull Bunkhouse earlier this 
year with occupancy so far increasing 
month by month.

She said: ‘I love the West Coast of Scot-
land and the Isle of Mull in particular and 
had been looking at ways to locate here.

‘The Isle of Mull has amazing wildlife 
and natural environment, providing 
lots of  opportunities for the outdoor 
activities which I love. I was given the 
opportunity to take on a  property in 
Fionnphort which was trading as a 
self-catering cottage and realised there 
was a gap in  the market for budget ac-
commodation aimed at an outdoor mar-
ket. I decided therefore to develop  the 
cottage into a bunkhouse business.

‘The Business Gateway course which I 
attended was a massive help in me mak-
ing the mental shift  from working as a 
scientist to identifying everything I need 
to think about in being self-employed 
in  the hospitality industry. Guidance on 
how to structure a business plan and 
having a customer focus  was especially 
helpful and was essential in dealing with 
all aspects of running a business.’

Angela Vernel, Business Gateway 
adviser, said: ‘Not only did Rachel learn 

valuable information from  our ful-
ly-funded workshop, but it gave her the 
opportunity to make contact with other 
local business  owners and share ideas 
which has led to fruitful relationships.’

Ross of Mull Bunkhouse is open all year 
round with Rachel hoping to develop an 
o� -season market  including activities 
such as winter wildlife watching, walking 
and photography.

Rachel added: ‘I worked for more than 
15 years as a marine biologist, where 

I was involved in animal  husbandry, 
education, research and most recently 
policy, so this is a big change for me but 
for a new business I feel I am doing well 
and I love living and working here.

‘The Ross of Mull is ideal for kayaking, 
wild swimming, cycling and a host of 
other interesting activities, so there is an 
opportunity to provide these to groups.

‘There is a supportive tourism ac-
commodation network in the area and 
many have very kindly referred inquiries 

that they couldn’t � ll themselves which 
helped me get established. I quickly dis-
covered that private groups of four and 
eight people were a good market and I 
achieved 50 per cent occupancy in June 
and 70 per cent in July.

‘My main aim is to get a good level of 
occupancy throughout the year and 
then I can look into developing the 
business further.’

For more information visit www.rossof-
mullbunkhouse.co.uk.

Scientist combines biology and bunkhouse on Mull

Workshops help fi rms to 
develop digital strategies
DIGITAL technology is chang-
ing how we do business. The 
DigitalBoost programme, run 
in conjunction with Business 
Gateway and partners, offers 
workshops, advice and support 
to help businesses make the 
most of this.

The support is fully funded 
and includes an online digital 
health check, local workshops, 
online tutorials and practical 
guides.

The local workshop series 
includes nine topics to help a 
business make the most of digi-
tal. The next of these is Paid-for 
Online Advertising, running in 
Lochgilphead on Tuesday Au-
gust 29 from 9.30amto 12.30pm.

DigitalBoost also offers a 
range of online tutorials in a 
number of digital disciplines.

For more visit bgateway.com/
digitalboost or contact Business 
Gateway on 01546 808363.

What can Interface 
do for your business?
RELATIONSHIPS between 
business and academia have 
long been key drivers of eco-
nomic growth and a vital part of 
industry innovation.

Now, more than ever, building 
successful, sustaining links 
between business and academia 
is crucial for the economy, and 
Interface is helping to forge 
those links for businesses 
and organisations across the 
Highlands and Islands.

Interface was established in 
2005 as a central hub to connect 
organisations from Scotland’s 
industries to all of its univer-
sities, research institutes and 
colleges. Whether it is a large 
international business or a small 
family-owned trade, Interface 
can help find the right academic 
partner.

Local businesses such as 
Craine Communications, John-
nie Mac’s Oysters, Staffin Com-
munity Trust and Zing Organics 
have all benefited from Inter-
face’s matchmaking skills.

‘Interface provides a free and 
impartial service, open to busi-
nesses and organisations alike, 
wherever they are in Scotland,’ 
said Interface business en-
gagement executive Carol-Ann 
Adams.

‘Businesses of all sizes can 
collaborate with universities, 
research institutes and colleges. 
You have the opportunity to 
work with academics based an-
ywhere in Scotland – and you 
choose which best suits your 
needs.’

Scotland has world-class 
academic institutions, with four 
Scottish universities listed in the 
world’s top 200, and eight in the 
top 50 in the UK. So no matter 

the type of business, there is ex-
pertise available to help it grow.

While tourism, food and 
drink, engineering, energy 
and IT are some of the in-
dustries that have received 
assistance from Interface, their 
friendly experts can work with 
any type of business.

‘Interface will support and 
guide a business through the 
process of being matched with 
academic expertise and can help 
source funding options to offset 
project costs,’ Carol-Ann said.

‘Impacts for the businesses we 
work with range from employ-
ing more people and expanding 
product ranges, to breaking 
into new markets and increas-
ing turnover. In fact, 79 per cent 
of Interface-assisted businesses 
have or expect to increase turn-
over.’

Interface makes it easy for 
businesses to get a helping 
hand. Visit http://www.inter-
face-online.org.uk/ for more 
information or contact Car-
ol-Ann Adams at 01463 245 262 
or email Carol-Ann.Adams@
interface- online.org.uk.

Carol-Ann Adams.

Rachel Ball has converted the 
cottage into a bunkhouse.

The installation of a Charnwood Cove 3 has transformed the space.

Divine inspiration from all 
the team at Backwoodsman
AT BACKWOODSMAN, 
the varied West Coast 
terrain we cover is matched 
closely by the wide variety 
of projects and buildings 
we work on, from yurts to 
castles and everything in 
between.

St Mary’s in Fasnacloich, 
Appin, is one project the 
firm have been recently 
involved with. 

The rectory and convert-
ed church belong to Jamie 
and Charlotte Smith, who 
have been renovating the 
building over the past six 
years. 

This year the project was 
finally completed and the 
church has been trans-
formed into a beautiful 
space that is now available 
to hire for a range of 
creative outlets, including 
recording studio, artists’ 
retreat and music venue 
(see www.stmarys.space for 
further details).

Last autumn, Jamie and 
Charlotte came to Back-
woodsman looking for a 
stove to heat the large space 
in conjunction with an oil 
boiler system. 

The company conducted 
a home survey and the brief 
was quite specific. The 
church is not only a busi-
ness venue but also a family 
home, so the stove needed 
to provide heat and a focal 
point for events as well as 
an intimate cosy space for 
family use.

The Smiths’ initial 
thought had been to centre 
a double-sided stove in the 
hall but, after a short spell 
of living with a mock-up 
model in the chosen spot, 
they realised this position 
prevented the space from 
being used to its full poten-
tial. 

The stove was re-sited in a 
corner facing into the main 
body of the hall and, after 

discussing the various model 
options, the Smiths settled 
on the Charnwood Cove 3 in 
almond with a log store. 

It is a big stove with 
plenty of presence. The 
tall proportions and large 
door glass suit the vaulted 
space perfectly and the 
installation has brought a 
warm heart to the church 
which Jamie and Charlotte 
say has really transformed 
the space.

The service offered at 
Backwoodsman is friendly, 
professional and efficient 
and, with more than 40 
years’ experience of man-
aging stove installations 
in the area, the firm is 
uniquely positioned to help 
customers transform their 
space too.

For more information, 
contact Backwoodsman on 
01631 720539 or go to www.
back woodsma n- stoves .
co.uk
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A ‘ROYAL’ visit, a high-class 
show of Highland cattle and a 
mudbath underfoot made the 
Appin Agricultural Show’s 60th 
year an event to remember.

The show was reformed in 
1957 by the Appin Young Farm-
ers of the day and youth seemed 
to be a theme throughout this 
diamond anniversary event, 
with young handlers picking up 
the main prizes on Saturday.

It was a particularly good day 
for 14-year-old handler Dougie 
MacDonald junior, Tyree, Ben-
derloch, who won the champion 
sheep trophy with his Texel tup 
lamb and the commercial cattle 
championship with a May-born 
Limousin cross from a home-
bred dam and sired by Hunters 
Hall Jimbo. The calf will be sold 
in Oban this Christmas.

For his win in the sheep cham-
pionship, Dougie was presented 
with a special award for the 60th 
anniversary, the last shepherd’s 
stick made by the late Ian ‘Tub-
by’ Ross of Port Appin, who 
died last October. Tubby made 
shepherds’ sticks for 70 years 
and was well known in the local 
community. The presentation 
was made by Tubby’s son, Ste-
phen, and grandson, Findlay.

Two other youngsters took 
home sheep championship ro-
settes. Primary school pupil Don-
nie MacCorquodale, Achnaba, 

took out the Blackface champion, 
a home-bred suckled gimmer 
by a Hartside tup, and Calum 
MacGillivray, Achuaran Farm, 
Lismore, won the cross-sheep 
championship with a ewe lamb.

The Highland cattle section 
at Appin is of such quality that 
exhibitors travel from across the 
country to compete. However, 
it was the North Lorn-based 
fold of Mottistone that won the 
overall championship.

The champion was a home-
bred, two-and-a-half-year-old 
bull, Eoin Mhor 17th of Mottis-
tone. Sired by Eoin Mhor 8th of 
Mottistone, he was reserve over-
all champion at the National 
Gathering of Highland Cattle at 
Perth Show earlier this month.

The Mottistone fold also 
claimed the reserve champion-
ship at Appin with the heifer 
Fern 2nd of Mottistone, making 
it a great day for sisters Lynne 
and Amanda MacLean who 
showed the cattle alongside 
their father, Willie.

Highland cattle judge Ken 
Brown of Craigowmill, Kinross, 
was also judge at the recent 
National Gathering of High-
land Cattle in Perth and said 
the quality of cattle on show in 
Appin was on a level footing.

The Highland dancing 
competition continues to be a 
popular event and was held in 
the nearby Appin Village Hall. 
The best local dancer prize went 
to 12-year-old Iona Dunlop.

The 60th year saw the return 
of the hill race and offered 
runners the chance to be the 
first name on a new trophy, do-
nated by Appin’s Colin Rowan, 
of Rowan Stoneworks. First 
across the line was Benderloch’s 
DJ Barr, ahead of Lochaber 
Athletics Club’s Ed Daynes, 
The first lady home was Marie 
Meldrum of Lochaber Athletics 
Club, followed by teenager Mai-
ri Wallace, West Linton.

A deluge of rain in the week 
leading up to the show left the 
showfield at Tynribbie extreme-
ly muddy but the crowds came in 
their droves, with entertainment 
provided by Finn’s Falconry and 
Oban Pipe Band. BBC Scotland 
broadcaster Alasdair Fraser, 
whose family has Appin con-
nections, was the special guest 
and kept proceedings in order 
as announcer.

Among the highlights of the 
afternoon was a surprise an-
nouncement that Her Majesty 
the Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh had arrived to mark 
the anniversary, although the 
arrival of the royal impersona-
tors on the back of an off-road 
Gator was more ragtag than 
regal.

The best-dressed farmer 
contest then turned the tables 
on the exhibitors who clearly 
preferred making a show of 
their livestock then themselves. 
Show president James Henry 
Weir was a popular winner.

EUAN PATERSON
editor@obantimes.co.uk

‘Royal’ visit is 
a highlight of 
diamond show

The champion local Highland dancer was Iona Dunlop.
T34 appinshow31

A poultry section was added and Hollie Cameron, � ve, showing for 
Inion Farm, was a winner in various categories. T34 appinshow1

The Highland champion was a home-bred, two-and-a-half-year-old bull, Eoin Mhor 17th of 
Mottistone. T34 appinshow2

BBC Scotland broadcaster 
Alasdair Fraser, whose family 
has Appin connections, was 

employed as show announcer.
T34 appinshow11

Dougie MacDonald, Tyree, Benderloch, with his champion Texel 
tup lamb. T34 appinshow8

Young Donnie MacCorquodale showed the Blackface champion, 
a suckled gimmer from Achnaba. T34 appinshow3

Appin boys Duncan Cameron and Ross and Roan MacColl keep an 
eye on proceedings. T34 appinshow7

Calum MacGillivray, Achuaran, Lismore, brought out the 
crossbreed champion sheep. T34 appinshow9 The hardy runners who competed in the hill race. T34 appinshow12

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

10:30am Wednesday 30th August 2017 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com
For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

OVER 70% UNRESERVED

All Items Subject to Arrival

Large Municipal 
& Utilities Auction

30th
Wednesday

August 2017

Over 200 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery 
HGVs, Vans, Trailers, Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors 

Tools & Equipment etc.

 Tel 01680 300313 Salen, Mull after 6pm

MASSEY FERGUSON  135
1967, V5 and reg 
plate. Reg no 
ESO903F, 3 ton 
tipping trailer 
and international 
� nger bar mower, 
all in working 
order and 
well maintained

£6,500ono
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Around the markets

Oban Livestock Centre was busy last week for its sale.

The ‘royal’ party of the Queen, Duke of Edinburgh and a Saudi prince is greeted by the crowd. T34 appinshow6

A hardy few souls from Oban Pipe Band braved the elements to mark the start of the events 
programme. T34 appinshow5

Three-year-old Paloma Mon-
salve MacDougall and a fellow 

tot get into the swing of
things at the show’s mass Strip 

the Willow. T34 appinshow30

Findlay, left, and Stephen Ross present the last shepherd’s stick 
made by Ian ‘Tubby’ Ross to Dougie MacDonald. T34 appinshow14

Dougie MacDonald with his prize-winning Limousin cross calf. 
T34 appinshow13

Entrants in the best-dressed farmer competition were made to 
parade around the show ring. T34 appinshow23

Lismore farmers Archie MacGillivray, left, and Donald MacColl 
have a well-earned break in the beer tent. T34 appinshow15

TIREE – On Saturday August 19 
United Auctions sold 4,924 lambs at 
their opening sale at Tiree Auction 
Mart. A tremendous show of quality 
bred lambs sold to the usual turnout 
of mainland buyers. Lambs averaged 
£56.38 per head or 164.62 pence per 
kilo against £57.09 per head and 171.74 
pence per kilo at the corresponding 
sale last year. 

In keeping with current trends, fleshy 
lambs in the 42-48 kilo range were 
selling at values above last year’s levels 
while medium to longer keep lambs 
were back on the year. The lead price 
of the day per head came from 2/15 
Balevullin when their Texel crosses 
sold to £90. Heylipol Farm led the kilo 
prices at 204 pence for Beltex Crosses.

PRINCIPAL LOTS and PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
SUFFx:
£84.50 – 2/15 Balevullin: £84.50 – 6 
Crossapol : £82.00 – Heylipol Farm: 
£80.50 – 9 Barrapol and Salum: 
£80.00 – Hillcrest and Braeside: 
£78.50 – Braeside: £78.00 – Hillcrest & 
Skipinnis: £77.00 – Benview: £76.00 – 4 
Kilkenneth: £75.00 – Benview: £74.50 
– Druimasaidh: £70.50 – 6 Crossapol 
and Benview: £69.50 – 6 Barrapol: 
£69.00 – 9 Barrapol &
Braeside: £68.50 – 4 Kilkenneth, 
Lochphuil, Sandaig, Heylipol Farm and 
Benview: £67.50 – Mannal : £67.00 – 
Hough: £66.00 – Druimasaidh, Croish 
and Hillcrest: £65.00 – 15 Crossapol 
and Salum.
TEXx:
£90.00 and £86.50 – 2/15 Balevullin : 
£85.00 and £83.00 – Ruaig: £82.00 – 6 
Crossapol &amp;
Benview: £78.50 – 3A Caolis and 6 
Crossapol: £77.00 – 2/15 Balevullin: 
£76.50 – Benview: £76.00 – Heylipol 
Farm and Benview: £75.50 – 4 
Kilkenneth: £74.50 – Crofthouse 
and Hillcrest: £74.00 – 4 Heanish: 
£73.50 – Salum: £73.00 – Ruaig: £72.00 
– Crofthouse: £71.00 – 10
Balevullin and 3 Balevullin : £70.50 
– Lochphuil: £69.50 – 2 Kilkenneth: 
£69.00 – Ruaig: £68.50 – Whitehouse: 
£67.50 – 6 Balevullin, 3 Middleton, 
Lochside and Benview: £66.50 – 3 
Middleton: £65.50 – Druimasaidh, 3A 
Caolis and 6 Crossapol.
BELTx:
£86.00 – Heylipol Farm : £78.00 – 2/15 
Balevullin : £75.50, £70.00 and £67.00 – 
Heylipol Farm : £65.50 – Drumaglea.
CROSS:
£69.50 – Skipinnis : £63.00 – 8 
Cornaigbeg.
CHEVx:
£59.50 – Vaul.
MULE
£62.50 – Braeside : £58.00 – Lochside.
ZWA:
£50.00 – 3 Kenovay.
BDMx:
£59.50 – Ruaig.
HB:
£50.00 – 8 Barrapol.
TOP PRICE PER KILO
SUFFx:
183p – Clachan : 181p and 180p – 
Scarinish Farm : 180p – Hillcrest and 
Heylipol Farm : 178p –
Garaphail and 2 Heylipol : 176p 
– Hillcrest, Salum, Heylipol Farm 
and Garaphail : 173p – Garaphail, 
Ardeas, Croish and Druimasaidh : 
171p – Druimasaidh, Hillcrest, Ardeas 

& Scarinish Farm.
TEXx:
200p – Ruaig : 192p – Garaphail : 191p, 
190p, 188p and 186p – Ruaig : 181p 
– Hillcrest & Whitehouse : 180p – 2 
Kilkenneth : 178p – Whitehouse and 
Ruaig : 177p - 2 Kilkenneth : 176p – 
Benview : 174p – Ruaig, 1 Kilkenneth 
and Benview : 173p – Whitehouse : 
172p – Heylipol Farm, Clachan and 3A 
Caolis: 171p – 6 Balevullin, Heylipol 
Farm, Hillcrest and Benview.
BELTx:
204p and 186p – Heylipol Farm : 182p – 
Ardmay : 181p – Heylipol Farm.
BDMx:
172p – Ruaig.
HB:
164p – 8 Barrapol.
CHEVx:
190p and 181p – Scarinish Farm.
CROSS
164p – Skipinnis.
MULE:
160p – Mannal.

DALMALLY – On Friday, August 18 
United Auctions held their opening 
sale of lambs and sheep at Dalmally 
Auction Mart. A catalogued entry of 
2,180 lambs and sheep sold to a good 
ringside of buyers. Lambs levelled out 
at £52.18 per head or 170.71 pence per 
kilo against £52.82 per head and 180.2 
pence per kilo at the corresponding 
sale last year. In general, lambs were 
shown in good bloom.
PRINCIPAL LOTS and PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
LAMBS
TEXx:
£73.50 – Tombuie: £72.00 – Lephinkill: 
£70.00 – Caolis, Coll: £66.00 – Keilbeg 
& Keppochan: £65.50 – Ardbeg: 
£63.50 – Barguillean and Lephinkill: 
£62.00 – Cornaigmore, Coll: £61.00 – 
Crossapol, Coll.
SUFFx:
£56.00 – Drumclach, Colonsay.
CROSS:
£59.00 – Couston Farm Co.
CHEVx:
£51.50 – Crossapol, Coll.
BF:
£47.50 – Tullochcan.
TOP PRICES PER KILO
SUFFx:
180p – Couston Farm Co.
TEXx:
193p and 185p – Keppochan: 182p 
– Brenchoille and Barguillean: 180p – 
Blarghour Farm.
CHEVx:
176p – Crossapol, Coll.
CROSS:
180p – Couston Farm Co.
BF:
163p – Tullochcan : 161p – Dunans.
EWES
SUFFx:
£49.00 – Drumclach, Colonsay.
TEXx:
£56.00 – Brackley Parks.
CROSS:
£49.00 – Drumclach, Colonsay.
BF:
£45.00 – Couston Farm Co.
WEDDERS
BF:
£44.00 – Auch Estate.
RIGGS
TEXx:
£58.00 – Keppochan.
CROSS:
£47.00 – Couston Farm Co.

BF:
£38.00 – Couston Farm Co.
SUFFx:
£40.00 – Drumclach, Colonsay.

OBAN – On Tuesday, August 15 
United Auctions held their opening 
sale of lambs and sheep at Oban 
Livestock Centre. A strong ringside of 
buyers ensured all stock was cleared at 
satisfactory levels when 4,287 was sold. 
Barcaldine Home Farm led the lamb 
prices when their Texel crosses sold to 
£80. At the show held previous to the 
sale, Mr Jim Murray, Clackmannan 
judged the various classes
and the following were his awards: Pens 
of 20 or more lambs (any breed) – 1 and 
Champion:
Ballimackillichan, Lismore; 2 Achuran, 
Lismore; 3 Barguillean, Taynuilt.
PRINCIPAL LOTS and PRICES
LAMBS
SUFFx:
£70.50 – Ballimackillichan: £69.50 
– Upper Largie: £69.00 and £65.00 
– Frackersaig: £65.00 –
Mid Farm: £63.50 – Upper Largie: 
£63.00 – Achnacree Beag: £62.00 – Pol-
talloch: £61.00 – Strongorm, Dalvore 
and Ardsheal: £60.50 – Ashfield.
BELTx:
£68.00 – Achuaran: £67.50 – Upper 
Largie.
TEXx:
£80.00 – Barcaldine HF: £74.50 
– Balligarve: £74.00 – Balnagown: 
£73.00 – Croic Ur: £72.00 – Barcaldine 
HF: £71.00 – Barguillean: £70.00 – 56 
Tangasdale, Barra: £68.50 – Assapol 
and Ardachy: £68.00 – Strongorm and 
Keilbeg: £67.50 – Baligrundle: £64.00 –
Strontoiler, Baleveolan and Ballimack-
illichan: £63.00 – 66 Tangasdale, Barra: 
£62.00 –
Ardachy, 3 Ballgrundle, Bailuacraich: 
£61.50 – Croic Ur: £60.00 – 56 
Tangasdale.
CHEVx:
£55.00 – 66 Tangasdale, Barra : £52.00 
– Braefoot and Cailaich.
CROSS
£62.00 – The Homestead : £55.00 – 
Barranrioch.
MULE
£65.50 – Fiart: £61.50 – Achuaran: 
£58.50 – Stronacroibh: £57.50 
– Frackersaig: £55.50 –
Saulmore: £55.00 – Poltalloch.
CHEV MULE
£60.00 – Dunach Estate.
HAMP
£50.50 – Pennygown.
BF
£34.00 – Barranrioch : £32.00 – 
Clashbennie.
CAST EWES
SUFFx:
£78.00 – Barcaldine HF
TEXx:
£92.00 and £70.00 – Barcaldine HF : 
£65.00 – Strontoiler : £64.00 – Dunach 
Estate.
CHEV
£59.00 – Strongorm.
MULE
£59.00 – Ardachy.
BF
£46.00 – Strongorm.

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org
NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate 
your favourite 

countryside 
business for a 
Scottish Rural 

Award

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org
NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

categories 

business start up
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Skye. Offers Over £495,000 SOLD Scammadale. Offers Over £330,000Salen. Guide Price £365,000

Campbeltown. Guide Price £300,000 SOLD SOLD Luing. Guide Price £195,000 SOLDLuing. Guide Price £270,000

Kilberry. Offers Over £165,000 SOLD SOLD Carradale. Offers Over £140,000 SOLDLuing. Guide Price £155,000

Tiree. Guide Price £180,000 SOLD

Dalmally (Fishings). Offers Over £5,000 SOLD

Our results speak for themselves!
If you are selling or buying in Argyll and the Isles call Nicky Archibald on 01631 700205

or Niall Macalister Hall on 01583 431528 for a free market appraisal

SOLD SOLD
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DRIVETIMES          SAILING TIMES          GARAGES      
CAR DEALERSHIPS          MOTORING NEWSWest Coast MOTORING TIMES

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high miles 

no problem.

www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.      Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Call Stevie: 01770 600637/07979 416372 (Arran)

YAMAHA 900 XJ TRIKE
1989, MOT, 5250 
miles. Stunning 
bike, sounds 
& looks great. 
Real eye catcher 
in stunning 
condition.
Always garaged. 
Viewing 
recommended.

£4,850ono

Tel 07554 571070

NISSAN X TRAIL
54 reg, 2.2 Turbo 
Diesel 6 speed 
box, MOT’d, CD 
player, leather 
seats, Top of the 
range model,
towbar, alloys, 
Good condition, 
very good on fuel

£1,150ono

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Tel 07917 888133

FORD TRANSIT PICKUP
mot April 
2018, 
85000miles 
good work 
horse

£1,250 
plus vat

Tel 01546 870295 Tayvallich

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER COLRADO
3.0 D4-D GX, 5d 01
/Y,2001 116Kmls, 5
seat,MOT till Feb 18
Good chunky tyres,
great engine, T-Belt,
clutch& batteries
replaced Feb,some
UJ’s reconditioned,
bodywork sound.
Great work/tow
vehicle

£2,500ono

Tel 07910 735359

SUZUKI V-STROM DL650 AL2
2012 All 
paperwork, 
service book 
etc 2 keys, new 
MOT 17000 
miles. Always 
garaged and 
in excellent 
condition. 
£3,950

01852 314128

SKODA OCTAVIA 1.6 FSI
2008. Good 
family estate, 
very good 
condition, 
MOT till April 
2018, four new 
tyres, FSH, CD/
Radio

£2,800ONO

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           
PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

01586 830303/07484222387

2008 FORD KUGA ZETEC AWD
2.0 TDCi, 58 
Registration, 
88,000 miles, MOT 
June 2018, Black 
metallic
Alloy wheels, 
A/C , All electrics, 
Service history, 
Very good 
condition

£5,500 ono

Mob: 07876 027305 (Arran)

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 SRI CDTI
13 plate.
25,638 miles
MOT to 
March ’18
VGC inside
& out.

£7,500

Tel: 07769516134

VAUXHALL ASTRA 2006
1.6 petrol, 
107k miles, 
years MOT, 
VGC

£750

Tel: 07541 788098

06 FORD TRANSIT
Full years 
MOT, full 
de-rusted
and 
undersealed

£1,750 
ono

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments

 FREE Valuations

 Professional Service

 Experienced Local Team

 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on
www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find 
out how we can get your property 
moving ... today.

Let’s face it, people move in and out 
of private let homes all the time. If 
you are landlord, that means more 
work for you, but in the midst of 
everything, remember that it’s 
important that a new tenant has 
a positive experience when they 
move into your property. This will 
be their new home, and by getting 
off on the right foot with them, the 
more likely they will be to stay long-
term. You only get one chance to 
make a fi rst impression!
How can you make sure you give 
your tenant a good experience from 
day one? Here are some tips for 
making their move as pleasant as 
possible. 
Be there for your new tenant. 
Moving is very stressful, so why not 

show up when they arrive with a 
welcome smile and the keys? Guide 
them around the property, show 
them the location of the meters, 
fuse box, boiler etc. and give them 
your contact information in case 
they need to report repairs. This 
gives everyone a chance to sort out 
any issues, and the tenant will feel 
more comfortable. 
Go over the property’s inventory. 
It’s a good idea to run through the 
inventory with the tenant personally, 
accounting for everything and its 
condition, and have the tenant sign 
off- this will help prevent disputes 
about the deposit at the end of the 
tenancy. 
Check on them. Even if you can’t 
be there for them on move in day, 
make sure your new tenant knows 
that you are there for them and they 
can call you if any issues arise. Just 
a call or quick text to make sure 
they are settling in, can help get 
your relationship off to a positive 
start. 
If you are short on time or need 
help with your rental property, our 
friendly Lettings Team can take care 
of all the details both big and small. 
Why not give us a call today!

THREE TIPS FOR A GREAT 
START TO YOUR TENANCY

BELLVUE APARTMENTS, OBAN

PCM £580 
2 Bedroom, unfurnished top floor flat located in Oban 
Town Centre. The property comprises 2 spacious double 
bedrooms, kitchen, living room with views across Oban 
bay and modern bathroom with shower. One car parking 
space available with the property. Deposit and full 
references required. Available September.

• Top Floor Flat
• 2 Bedrooms
• Unfurnished
• Long Term Let
• EPC Rating - G(8)
• Landlord reg: 

143971/130/10230

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

FLAT 1 STEVENSON HOUSE, OBAN

PCM £550 
Located in Oban town centre, this modern, first floor flat 
comprises of 2 double bedrooms both with built-in large 
wardrobes, bathroom, lounge and kitchen. Double Glazing 
throughout and Electric heating. Unfurnished. On-street 
permit parking available. Excludes Utilities & Council Tax 
(Band D).  Available September.

• First Floor Flat
• 2 bedroom/1 bathroom
•  Unfurnished
•  Long Term Let
•  EPC C
•  LL REG 91986/130/31040

GLENFURAN - TOBERMORY

 OIRO £225,000
Glenfuran sits in a secluded hamlet of only 4 properties 
on the outskirts of Tobermory. Built in 2001 the property 
comprises large lounge, open plan kitchen diner, utility room, 
spacious hallway, family bathroom, three well-proportioned 
bedrooms with one en-suite shower room. The bungalow 
benefits from large double glazed windows. The property 
benefits from an electric central heating system and bottled 
LPG for the kitchen range. Viewing is highly advised.

• Detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Close to golf course
• Excellent rental potential
• Large garden
• Rural location close to town
• EPC Rating - C (72)

POLFEARN HOUSE - TAYNUILT

 OIRO £75,000
A well proportioned one bedroom flat which enjoys views of 
Loch Etive. The flat is accessed via a communal carpeted 
stairwell and comprises hall, lounge, kitchen, bedroom and 
bathroom. The lounge/kitchen boast large windows where 
you can enjoy views over fields to Loch Etive and the hills 
beyond. Decorated in neutral decor and has laminate flooring 
throughout. The property has achieved an annual rent of 
£4,560 pa for the last three years. Viewing is highly advised.

•  First Floor Flat
•  1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom
•  Lovely views
•  Rural, quiet location
•  EPC Rating - C (68)

BURNSIDE - APPIN

Asking Price £240,000
A well-proportioned detached bungalow situated in a sizeable 
garden and enjoying far reaching views across Appin towards 
Castle Stalker. In need of modernisation the property offers six 
double bedrooms, two shower rooms, a large open reception 
room with lounge area with a large window, where far reaching 
sea views. The majority of the windows in the property are 
double glazed with some single glazed windows. Viewing is 
essential to appreciate the position and potential of Burnside.

• Detached Bungalow
• 6 Bedrooms/2 shower rooms
• Stunning views across loch
    to Castle Stalker
• Private situation/sizeable garden
• In need of modernisation
• EPC Rating - F

CNOC-A-CHALLTUINN - OBAN

 OIRO £160,000
5 Cnoc-A’challtuinn is in the desirable location of Clachan on 
the Isle of Seil. The property comprises a generous sunroom 
to the front which enjoys views across the Sound of Seil. The 
kitchen has modern fitted units and worktop with integral 
electric oven and hob. A back door allows access to the rear 
garden. The downstairs bathroom has a bath with an electric 
shower. 3 bedrooms. Viewing is a must.

• End Terraced house
• 3 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom/ 1 WC
• Island location close to Oban
• Manageable garden
• Well maintained
• EPC Rating F (36)
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RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.netRECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Argyll HomeCare
Argyll HomeCare provides a professional 
fl exible, reliable and high quality service 
for those individuals requiring additi onal 

support or care at home.

Mid Argyll area
Home Care Worker – Care at Home

Full, part ti me & bank
£8.48 per hour plus mileage & pension

Care experience desirable but not essenti al 
as comprehensive training provided

For further informati on and an 
applicati on pack

please email: info@argyllhomecare.co.uk
or telephone 01546 600333

All staff  are subject to PVG checks

Provident Financial Group

Customer Experience 
Manager 

(£23/27k depending on experience)

We are looking for Customer Experience 
Managers to join us across Fort William & 
Oban. As a CEM you will attend pre booked 
appointments with customers in their own 
homes, collecting loan repayments as well as 
issuing manageable sums of money. 
As the face of Provident you will need 
exceptional customer service skills and be a 
reliable and dependable person, with good 
levels of organisation and an ability to work in 
a standardised way.
You need to be available to work full time, 
including some evenings and weekends on a 
shift pattern. 
Having your own car is essential but we will 
pay mileage expenses for all business miles 
and give you a smart phone to perform your 
role.
Please visit www.providentcareers.co.uk to 

apply or contact 01274 351554 
for more information.

ASSISTANT 
REQUIRED
FOR OUR 

ACCOUNTS 
DEPARTMENT

EXPERIENCE 
PREFERRED BUT 
NOT ESSENTIAL 

Application or 
C.V. by e-mail

to 
lil@

mkmacleod.co.uk

REQUIRE

MIXER/TIPPER 
DRIVER

VALID CLASS 2 
LICENCE AND 

RELEVANT 
DRIVER’S 

CERTIFICATES 
ESSENTIAL

APPLY:- 
HARRY ROSS,

TEL: 07919 214995 
OR e-mail – 

lil@mkmacleod.
co.uk

Duty Manager required to join the 
management team at the Loch Melfort Hotel.

You will be required to work flexibly across all 
operational departments, delivering very high 
standards of guest service. This is an excellent 
long-term career opportunity for a proactive/
experienced Duty Manager. Salary 21K-25K 
per annum, plus weekly tips and meals on 
duty. Live in or out. Part time applicants will 

also be considered. 

Contact Samantha Erskine, for more details: 
01852 200233 or manager@lochmelfort.co.uk

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal development paths which 
build into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to 
developing our industry and are driven to put your strengths to 
work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship – Engineering
Based in Barcaldine, Argyll   Salary: £14,000 

This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical 
learning and practical ‘hands on’ experience.  The Modern 
Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI.  

The successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in 
the first year.  Throughout the programme you will build a comprehensive 
portfolio and will be monitored through continuous assessment.  

Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded 
an NC in Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3.  

To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4 Grades in 
English, Maths and a Science.  

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration 
package including pension scheme, life cover, occupational health 
support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.  

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, 
Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or email 
angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing date for applications:  Friday  25th August 2017

Part-time, Full-time 
and temporary 

cleaners wanted 
to join our ever 

growing team of staff. 

Good rates of pay/
travel expenses 
paid for the right 

candidates. 

We can also organise 
temporary live in 
accomodation.

Call Marie on 
07789685431

1 POSITION AVAILABLE
HOUSE HELP WANTED IN VERY 
REMOTE HOUSE ON BEACH ON 
WEST COAST SCOTTISH ISLE

September 9th – October 23rd 2017
BEDROOM INCLUDED WITH BASIN & WC.  RADIO 

& DVD PLAYER & TV IN ROOM BUT SHARED BATH. 
WIFI INCLUDED.

DUTIES TO INCLUDE, HOUSE CLEANING, MAKING 
FIRES & WASHING UP. NO DAYS OFF. ALL FOOD 

PROVIDED. £560.00 PER WEEK. 
MUST LIKE HORSES, DOGS & BOATS & ENJOY 

SUN, WIND & RAIN.
TRAVEL EXPENSES PAID WITHIN THE UK.

Please reply with to the e-mail listed below. 
We will only respond to applications that 

submit a CV & Picture.
kathy@ginge-manor.co.uk    07826 527727 North West Marine is currently looking for an 

enthusiastic individual to join its team based at 
the offices in Oban.  With an increasing work 
load we are looking to fill the position of Assistant 
Project Coordinator. Along with all general office 
duties the full time position will mainly include 
the annual coordination of mooring servicing 
requirements, currently over 800 private mooring 
owners, this will involve direct contact with 
customers and liaising closely with the vessel and 
dive team supervisor to oversee smooth running 
of the operations.  The position will also involve 
the production of Risk Assessments and Method 
Statements and other various reports.  Good 
communication and computer skills are needed 
along with a knowledge of boats and diving, 
though not essential as training will be provided.

 
Excellent rate of pay available dependant on 

skills and qualifications.
Please send CV with covering letter to 

accounts@northwestmarine.co.uk
Contact Tony on 07836 366 419

Lochaber & Fort Augustus area   20 hrs/week
Salary: £20,370 – £24,223 pa pro-rata.

CHSS is an independent Scottish charity, whose aim is to 
improve the quality of life for people in Scotland after stroke, or 

diagnosis of a chest or heart condition.
The main purpose of this post is to carry a caseload for 
rehabilitation support services in the designated area.  

Demonstration of a positive attitude towards people with 
disabilities, the ability to recruit, manage and motivate a team of 
volunteers, excellent communication and interpersonal skills will 

be required to fulfil this role.
For further details and an application pack please visit our 

website: www.CHSS.org.uk/workforus or contact the 
HR Department on 0131 225 6963.
Closing date: 15 September 2017

Closing date for both posts: 
Friday 8th September 2017.

To apply visit our website

Catering Assistant – Casual Ref: HAW00880

Domestic Assistant – Casual Ref: HAW00879
£14,044 – The Living Wage of £8.45 per hour applies to these posts
Ardfenaig Residential Home, Ardrishaig 

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Housekeeping Assistants 
Full time & part time positions available

£7.50 per hour

Care Assistants 
Full time & part time positions available 

£8.45-£8.75 per hour

Registered Nurses 
Full time & part time positions available 

£14.50-£16.00 per hour
Please contact Jennifer Tom Johnstone for 

application form 
or further information. Tel: 01631  720278
or email lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com

Argyll and Bute Care And Repair

Project Officer (Temp) 
- ‘Help For Homes’ 

Required to support the Scottish Governments 
Equity Release Pilot Programme in Argyll and 
Bute through till March 2018, although the role 
may be further extended. 
You will need a clean driving licence with 
access to a vehicle, good admin and I.T 
skills, construction related experience and/
or qualifications and have excellent customer 
facing skills. A fair amount of travel within Argyll, 
Bute and the islands involved. 35hr week Mon 
to Fri. Salary c £25,000 p.a. (pro rata)
Closing date for applications: 
Friday 1st September 2017

Please contact Steven Clarkson, Manager 
Argyll and Bute Care and Repair on 

01631 567780 or 07786 175017 for more 
details or send your CV to 

sclarkson@abcarerepair.co.uk
or post your details to 5 Stafford Street, 

Oban, Argyll & Bute, PA34 5NJ.
Scottish charity number: 033875

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number

17/03630/FUL

17/03703/FUL

Development  Address

Land 40M North of 
Lynleven, West Laroch, 
Ballachulish

Kingshouse Hotel, 
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Proposal Description

Erection of new dwelling house

Alterations & extension of hotel, 
landscaping and upgrade of 
drainage system

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

New forestry grade maintenance access road from car park base station to plateau, 
top station of chairlift
Application Reference: 16/00836/FUL
Applicant: Glencoe Mountain Resort
In accordance with the provisions of Regulation 21(1)(b) of the above Regulations, The 
Highland Council hereby gives notice that planning permission for New forestry grade 
maintenance access road from car park base station to plateau, top station of chairlift 
at White Corries Ski Centre, Kingshouse Glencoe Ballachulish by Glencoe Mountain 
Resort as described above, has been granted by the Council.
A copy of the planning permission is available through the Council’s web based 
eplanning portal online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using the 
application number 16/00836/FUL) or during normal office hours at the Planning and 
Development Service of The Highland Council, Glenurqhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX.
J. Stuart Black
Director of Development & Infrastructure

PUBLIC NOTICES
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

BEAR SCOTLAND/REPAINTING A830, MORAR NEW BRIDGE
Notice is hereby given that BEAR Scotland has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of repainting the bridge at:

Cost
Location Latitude Longitude
A830, Morar New Bridge Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

56° 57.779 N 5° 49.179 W
56° 57.783 N 5° 49.153 W
56° 57.693 N 5° 49.123 W
56° 57.691 N 5° 49.157 W
(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at the Post 
Offi ce located in Mallaig, Inverness – Shire, PH41 4PU.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 
28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: MS.
MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
 MCMS No. 06428
Applicant: BEAR Scotland

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/01934/LIB Partial re-roofi ng of hotel Manor House Gallanach Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4LS 

Oban Area Offi ce

17/02001/PP Alterations and change of use 
of agricultural shed to utilities 
building and welfare facility 
for staff

Ardfi n Farm Craighouse Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XX 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Craighouse Isle of Jura

17/02088/PPP Site for erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 2 Heron’s Rest Inverfolla Appin 
Argyll And Bute PA38 4BA 

Sub Post Offi ce Port 
Appin

17/00723/PP Alterations and extension of 
existing manufacturing bakery, 
formation of vehicular access 
and associated works

Island Bakery Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA75 6PY 

Tobermory Area Offi ce

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/fi nd-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public 
document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confi dential correspondence will not be 
considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offi ces, Council Libraries 
and on the Councils website.

To fi nd out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (DISABLED STREET PARKING – 
OBAN, LORN & THE ISLES) (VARIATION)(No.3) ORDER 201_
Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an amendment to an existing 
Order in accordance with the introduction of the Disabled Persons’ Parking 
Places (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.  
The Order will introduce new disabled bays within Oban. The effect of  
the order will be to make it an offence for anyone to park in the marked 
disabled persons’ parking places unless they are the holder of a valid blue 
badge and are using it in accordance with the terms of the national blue 
badge legislation.
This order affects the following streets in OBAN – Drimvargie Road, 
Kerrera Terrace, Longsdale Crescent and Croft Road.
Full details of these proposals, which form the proposed the “Argyll and 
Bute Council (Disabled Street Parking – Oban Lorn & the Isles) 
(Variation)(No.3) Order 201_”, together with Plans, and a Statement  
of Reasons for proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order, can be 
inspected by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
or viewed during normal office hours at:
(i)  Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
(ii)  Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details of the 
grounds for objection in writing to the Head of Governance and Law, 
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll by 15th September 
2017.
Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make 
the following Order: “The Argyll and Bute Council (Dunbeg Village 
Roads, Dunstaffnage Castle Road) (Side Roads) Order 2017” under 
Section 12(1)(a) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, the effect of which will 
be to authorise the improvement of a private road in Dunbeg, near Oban, 
Argyll that enters the route of that public road known as the Dunbeg 
Village Roads, Dunstaffnage Castle Road.
A copy of the proposed Order and accompanying plan can be inspected by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk or viewed 
during normal offi ce hours at the following locations:
1  Argyll and Bute Council Offi ces, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 

Oban PA34 4AW;
2  Argyll and Bute Council Offi ces, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT.
The documents are available for inspection free of charge. Any person may, 
within 28 days from 25 August 2017, object to the making of the Order by 
notice in writing to the Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD. Objections should state the name and 
address of the objector, the matters to which they relate and the grounds 
on which they are made.
Jim Smith, Head of Roads and Amenity Services, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RD
24 August 2017
To fi nd out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS 

L Pate
1 & 2 Muirshearlich, 
Kilmallie
0.005 ha -  additional 
amenity ground
79519

J MacInnes
4 Heanish, Tiree
0.134 ha – additional 
amenity ground
82210

*A Cameron
2 Eorabus, , Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
0.221 ha – site for two 
semi-detached houses
78925

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 21/09/2017 
– Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

*The Commission will 
consider any expressions 
of demand when deciding 
whether to issue a 
Direction.  

If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times 
Public Notice section please call 01631 568000



THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day.  Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED

Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal 
for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or tele-
phone 01371 851868.

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

MERCURY 3.3HP 
OUTBOARD ENGINE 
two stroke outboard 
needing some atten-
tion.  £50 Telephone 
01631 565570.

 MISCELLANEOUS
A S T R O N O M I C A L 
TELESCOPE , 6 inch 
refractor, with motor 
drive and lenses.  £99 
Telephone 01631 
730323.
MINI MOTO CHILDS 
MOTORBIKE 49cc, 
rev and go, black 
bodywork, vgc, good 
runner, buyer collect 
(Kentallen).  £75 Tele-
phone 07585 184642.

 MOBILITY

 BABY EQUIPMENT
TOMMY TIPPEE electric 
steam steriliser, never 
been used.  £15 Tele-
phone 07528 769012.

 BICYLES

 BOOKS

PAPER BACKS large 
selection of clean, 
mostly new, paper-
backs, selection of 
authors, can deliver to 
Oban, bargain. £5 for 
15 or £10 for 30.  Tele-
phone 01631 720369.

 BUILDING / DIY

RAIN HOPPERS Cast 
iron rain hoppers for 
replacement use. Vic-
torian era. Priced at 
£25 Telephone 01631 
564578².

 CAR ACCESSORIES

FULL SIZE SPARE 
WHEEL FOR FORD 
steel wheel with 
205/55 R16 Westlake 
tyre in good condition 
+ 5mm tread. Fits Mk3 
Mondeo and other 
Ford models. £40 Tele-
phone 01631 581367.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 FIREARMS

BRNO 243 RIFLE , 
8 x 56 scope, in pad-
ded case, excellent 
condition. Also twin 
deadlock gun cabinet.  
£375 Telephone 01631 
730323.

 FURNITURE

BEDSIDE CABINETS 
2 x IKEA Malm white 
oak veneer 2 drawer 
bedside cabinets - 
£15 each.  Telephone 
07563 684350.
BLANKET BOX, wood, 
good storage, reason-
able offers. Telephone 
01546 602563.
COFFEE TABLE, 
modern, light wood 
with shelf. 3’3” X 1’7”. 
£25 Telephone 01546 
602563.
DINING CHAIRS 2 
‘carver style’ dining 
chairs. £30 Telephone 
01546 606952.
DINING SET dining ta-
ble and 4 chairs. Table: 
5ft x 3ft extends to 8ft. 
Good quality and good 
condition. Buyer col-
lects. £90 Telephone 
01546 606952.
DRINKS CABINET 
Wooden drinks cabinet 
(empty - sorry!). Good 
condition. Buyer to 
collect. £40 Telephone 
01546 606952.

MOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors

VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser  and your ad will 
also appear online at  www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS
 UNDER £100
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GARDEN SERVICE & REPAIRS

TRADE SUPPLIES

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN 
THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568 000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

BUY LOCAL           SELL LOCAL      
TRADE LOCAL            SWAP LOCAL
LO

CA
L

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S

URBAN
GLIDER

ELECTRIC BIKE

UM36X electric bike, 
lithium battery 26v 
9ah + charger + 

toolkit, progressive 
powered, Good 

condition,

£350
Tel 01631 563404

HOUSE/OFFICE 
CLEARANCES

RESPECTFULLY CARRIED
OUT FREE ESTIMATE

T 01397 701960  
M 07391 021400 

DAMP TREATMENT

RAYBURN MULTIFUEL 
RANGE COOKER

Satin Black professionally 
rebuilt fl ue RHS oven LHS 

830mm wide x 820mm 
high x 510mm deep superb 
condition throughout photos 
available delivery possible.

 £2,100 without 

boiler, £2,360 
with new stainless steel boiler
Tel 07889 324823

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

CLEARANCES

KITCHEN DRESSER 
, pine, good condition, 
buyer collects. £80 
Telephone 01546 
606952.
PINE DISPLAY UNIT, 
2 glass door unit with 
glass shelves & light-
ing. 2 drawers and 
2 cupboards under-
neath. ex quality and 
cond. L97. H198 . D46 
cms.  £80 Telephone 
07775 808863.
SOFA BED 200 X 
140cm; Ikea brand; 
sturdy metal frame; 
suitable for fl at or holi-
day accom; buyer must 
uplift from Ganavan 
area. £10 Telephone 
01631 564684.
THREE PIECE SUITE 
3 seater couch, 2 
chairs, terracotta col-
our, good condition. 
£99.99 Telephone 
01631 563677 
evenings or 07476 
080508.

 GARDEN

FLYMO PETROL RO-
TARY MOWER   4.0 
hp, 42cm cut, power 
drive, good runner, 
complete with grass 
box and user manual. 
Buyer collect (Kental-
len).  £40 Telephone 
07585 184642.
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30. Telephone 01631 
564578.
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chim-
ney pots in various 
sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters, 
prices from £40. Tele-
phone 01631 564578.
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron 
and decorative, for 
working use or col-
ourful garden feature, 

various sizes from 
£90. Telephone 01631 
564578.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

FLYMO LAWNMOW-
ER Vision Compac 
330, excellent condi-
tion. £45 Telephone 
01855 831383.
PETROL LAWNMOW-
ER  Mountfi eld model, 
good working order. 
£30 Telephone 07716 
135568.
QUALCAST 207 
Hedgemaster hedge 
cutter, hardly used. 
£15 Telephone 01546 
602563.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

STOVAX PHOENIX 
convector log fi re with 
castle log retainer, 
Spark Guard, Flue 
gather, instruction man-
ual, used, in excellent 
condition. Buyer collect, 
Kentallen. £99 Tele-
phone 07970 544042.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD , white, blue 
and pink colours in 
stock, available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

SONY SURROUND 
SOUND AMPLIFIER 
model STR-D511 5.1 
in excellent condition. 
Complete with remote 
control. £30 Telephone 
01852 300276.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

CURTAIN FABRIC differ-
ent sizes. £40 ono Tele-
phone 07528 769012.

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
holiday owners single 
new duvet covers, 
cushion covers, solid 
wood and steel butch-
ers trolley. £50 Tele-
phone 01631 720369.

 HOME OFFICE
HEWLETT-PACKARD 
wide format A3 PRINT-
ER, boxed and un-
used.  £95 Telephone 
07769 869884.
PAPER SHREDDER 
Lervia, very good con-
dition.  £10 Telephone 
01855 831383.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

KITCHEN SPLASH-
BACK NEW stainless 
steel, for use behind 
elec/gas hob. Still in 
protective cover. Aprox 
size 60cm x 68cm. 
Was £49.99,  £20 Tele-
phone 07775 808863.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS fea-
turing spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shet-
land, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or tele-
phone 01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

13FT TRAMPOLINE 
with enclosure, only 
used a couple of times, 
enclosure has never 
been used.  £80 Tele-
phone 07765 718837.
FISHING TACKLE a 
number of rods, reels 
(Daiwa, Mitchell etc) 
and fi shing tackle, 
in fair condition, too 
much to list. Try an of-
fer, must go.  £99 Tele-
phone 01546 810265.
SET OF GOLF CLUBS, 
Dunlop with stand bag, 
never used.  £50 Tele-
phone 01631 564578².

 POULTRY
HEN HOUSE wooden 
house. 1m x 1m with 
nesting box. Suitable for 
approx 6 birds. Very good 
condition.  £90 Telephone 
01880 770121.
PULLETS Skye pure pul-
lets, black or brown, ducks 
and sheds. Telephone 
01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL , market your business 
effectively with profes-
sionally designed leafl ets, 
posters and fl yers from 
Krisp Print. Contact  01586 
554975.

WANTED WEST
 HIGHLAND

 SLATE
FOR 

RESTORATION 
PROJECT   

TEL 01852 200342

MOBILITY 
SCOOTER

Invacare Orion, 
Excellent condition, 

runs well, well 
maintained.

£750 ONO
or nearest offer

Tel 01546 600251



27BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
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In memory of Dawn Joyce
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01631 571009
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 

loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right 
to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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GRADUATIONS

SUSAN PARTRIDGE
Graduated from Leeds University with a Doctor of Philosophy 
in Mechanical Engineering. Susan, daughter of Alan and Irene 
Partridge, Appin, is a former pupil of Lochnell Primary and 

Oban High School.
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www.facebook.com/obantimes

Thought for the week
THERE’S a plate of 
brownies in front of me.  
I’ve already eaten two, and 
I know that if I eat a third, 
I’ll regret it.

A voice whispers, ‘Don’t 
deny yourself, nobody’s 
watching … You could even 
blame the dog.’

Of course, there’s nothing 
wrong with brownies! In 
fact, had Jesus been here, 
I’m sure He would have 
eaten one!

No, it’s the excessive 
indulgence that can become 
problematic. When I read 
Romans 12’s encourage-
ment to ‘Present yourselves 
as a living sacrifice, holy 

and pleasing to God’, it’s as 
counter-cultural today as it 
was 2000 years ago.

Living sacrificially, but 
from what? The temptations 
of the world.  Why?  Because 
they draw our focus inward, 
from God and from others, 
onto ourselves.

The alternative? A life of 
positive sacrifice, where in 
our uncluttered and honest 
devotion to our heavenly 
Father, we can understand 
‘what is the good, pleasing 
and perfect will of God’.

Dr Stuart Lawson,
Oban Baptist Church.

Argyll Convention attracts audience 
from across the international divide
OBAN’S Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls were the 
venue for this year’s Argyll 
Convention, an annual 
church gathering that 
attracts leading speakers 
on a variety of subjects. It is 
now in its fifth year and has 
grown in popularity.

Led by people from 
several denominations, it 
is designed as an event for 
anyone as well as bringing 
together Christians from 
across the churches. This 
year saw people come from 
as far afield as Aberdeen 
and Germany, Skye and 
Manchester.

Under the theme Finding 
Meaning in a Meaningless 
World, the speakers gave 
a mix of information and 
advice.

Leadership consultant 
Dominic Smart used the 
Book of Ecclesiastes, an 

ancient text written for 
prospective leaders, to give 
us a perspective on life. 
It contrasts materialism 
with a world view that 
acknowledges God, and 
it opens up the types 
of wisdom we need to 
live productively. Simon 
Austen, of St Leonard’s 
Church of England in 
Exeter, used Matthew’s 
gospel to show how 
knowing and following 
Jesus takes a lot of thought, 
but is key to life.

Sue Trenier had recently 
returned from Indonesia 
and shared her three 
decades working in the 
highlands of West Papua. 
As well as doing medical 
and translation work, she 
witnessed the gospel of 
Christ Jesus bringing peace 
to warring tribes. Malcolm 
MacLeod included his work 

in war-torn Iraq where 
religious persecution is part 
of daily suffering.

Other contributions 
ranged from advice on 
Christian literature, 
through lessons from 
historical events, to a 
presentation on the work 
of a charity that flies 
aid workers and medical 
evacuees in some of the 
remotest parts of the world.

Speakers and organisers 
were encouraged by the way 
people engaged with what 
was said.

Audio streaming is 
available from the website, 
w w w.arg yl lc onvent ion .
com/

The 2018 convention is 
being planned for August 
7-9, and details will 
appear on the website and 
Facebook.

BIRTHS

BROWN - Alec and Kayleigh 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of their baby son Ruaridh 
Iain, born on August 5, 2017 at 
RAH Paisley, a wee brother for 
a delighted Calum.  Thanks to 
all in attendance. 

DEATHS

BLACK - Peacefully at his 
home, after a long battle with 
dementia, borne bravely, on 
August 15, 2017, Gilbert Black, 
aged 85 years, of Torbhlaren 
Farm, Kilmichael Glassary, 
beloved and loving husband 
of Jean Grant, much loved 
dad of Janice and Gillian, 
adored papa to Douglas, 
Donald and Gordon and a 
much respected father-in-law. 
A good neighbour, dear friend 
to many, and a popular work 
colleague to many in the local 
farming community. Funeral 
service was held in Glassary 
Parish Church, Kilmichael, 
on Monday, August 21, 2017, 
followed by interment at 
Achnabreac Cemetery. Sadly 
missed.
BLACKADDER - Alistair, 
died suddenly in Aberdeen 
Royal Infi rmary on Saturday, 
August 19, 2017, age 53. Eldest 
son of Bruce and the late Marta 
Blackadder of Tobermory. 
Brother and brother-in-law of 
Neil and Trina. Much loved 
Uncle of Findlay and Ruaridh. 
Cremation will take place in 
Aberdeen, date to be arranged.
CAMERON - Murdoch 
John, aged 82, formerly of 
Ballachulish and son of the late 
Neil Cameron and Maria Dunn, 
suddenly at home on Tuesday, 
August 15, 2017, beloved 
husband of Susan, much loved 
father of Murdoch and Fiona, 
loving granddad to Rory, Erin 
and Joseph and father-in-law of 
Josephine and Kristofer.
MACDONALD - Chrissie 
(nee Simpson) P a s s e d 
away peacefully at home at her 
beloved Fanmore on her native 
Isle of Mull on August 17 in 
her 71st year. Wife of the late 
Jimmy MacDonald, Mannal, 
Tiree. Devoted mum of Allison 
and Anne and mum-in-law of 
Tony and the late Colin. Loving 
sister of Anne and dear Auntie 
to many. A service will be held 
in Salen church on Monday 
August 28 at 11.30am. A 
collection will be taken for the 
RNLI and the British Sailors 
Society. Aig fois a-nis agus gu 
siorraidh
MACDONALD - A horrible 
darkness has fallen on our 
family as our beautiful loved 
Isobel, wife to Roni and mother 
to Gavin and Christopher, has 
been taken from us in a cruel and 
devastating way. Our hearts are 
broken our lives will never be the 
same. There will be a celebration 
of Isobel’s life at Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban on Saturday, August 26 at 
11.00 am, thereafter to Achnaba 
Cemetery. The family requested 
bright colours be worn.  Retiring 
collection/donations if desired 
for Breast Cancer.
MACNEIL - Peacefully in the 
care of Meallmore Lodge Care 
Home, Daviot, on August 20, 
2017, Lachlan MacNeil, aged 
83 years, R.I.P., formerly of 
Castlehill Gardens, Cradlehall, 
Inverness and Caol, Fort 
William, a loving husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, 
father-in-law and uncle. 
Funeral Mass today, Thursday 
August 24, at 11a.m. in St 
Barr’s R C Church, Northbay, 
Barra; thereafter to Eoligarry 
Cemetery. All welcome to 
attend. Donations, if desired, 
to the Barra Hospice Fund 
may be given at the door. 
Arrangements by D. Chisholm 
& Sons, Inverness.
McNEILL - (Isle of Colonsay). 
Peacefully at Grant Crescent 

ROBERT MILLER MACKINNON
Graduated from the University of Dundee with a Master 

of Arts Honours degree in Geography and Environmental 
Science. Son of Robert and Shona MacKinnon, Oban and 

grandson of Kathleen and the late Robert Miller and William 
and the late Mary MacKinnon, Oban.

Maryburgh, on Friday,  August 
18, 2017, Donald (Gibby) aged 
91 years, Beloved husband of 
Margaret, loving father to Fiona 
and Effi e, a loving grandfather 
and great-grandfather will be 
sadly missed by all. Funeral 
service will be held today 
Thursday, August 24, 2017, at 
Church of Scotland, Scalisaig, 
Isle of Colonsay commencing at 
1 p.m., thereafter to Kilchatten 
Burial Ground. Family fl owers 
only please, but a donation, 
if so desired, may be made at 
the service for Marie Curie 
Scotland. Enquiries to Mairi 
Russell Funeral Services. Tel: 
01349 880901.
MARTIN - Janet (Netta) nee 
MacLean of Garelochhead  
and formerly of Scarinish 
Isle Of Tiree loving wife of 
the late Frederick (Freddy) 
Martin, peacefully at Castle 
View Care Home, Dumbarton 
on August 20, 2017. Loving 
mother of Anne Pickett 
and the late Neil MacLean 
Martin, Grandmother, Great-
Grandmother, Sister and 
Aunt.  Always Loved and 
forever missed. For funeral 
arrangements please contact 
James Auld Funeral Directors 
01436 677768
TUTTY - Margaret (nee 
MacBean). Peacefully, at 
home on Monday, August 21 
2017. Beloved wife of the late 
James Tutty. Loving sister, 
mother, granny, great granny 
and friend to many. Funeral 
Service to be held tomorrow 
(Friday) August 25, 2017 at 
12 noon in Kilmallie Parish 
Church, Corpach. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations, 
if desired, to LAD can be given 
at the church door or forwarded 
to John McLellan Funeral 
Directors, Dudley Road, Fort 
William.
YATES - In loving memory 
of Phyllis Anne Yates who 
passed away peacefully in her 
sleep at home, sister to Kay, 
Donald and Robbie, mother of 
Alistair, Stuart and Karen and 
grandmother, loving partner 
to Paul.  The service will be 
held at noon on Friday August 
25 at Kilmartin Church.  The 
Rev Cliff Acklam will lead 
the service.  Arrangements 
under the direction of Donald 
MacDonald, Lochgilphead.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACCOLL - Donnie. Jeannie 
and family wish to convey 
their sincerest thanks to 
everyone for the overwhelming  
expressions of sympathy 
through cards, messages, visits 
and support following their 
sad loss of Donnie. Thanks 
in particular to Mr Billy 
McClymont for professional 
and compassionate funeral 
arrangements, Rev Johnny 
Paton for spiritual support 
and comforting funeral 
service, Mrs Elizabeth Jack 
for beautiful organ music, Mr 
Sandy MacAulay for uplifting 
accordion playing, Alexander 
Anderson for beautiful piping, 
all Elders supporting us in 
Salen Church and Claire and 
Gerry Ralston and staff at 
Salen Hotel for catering and 
refreshments. Our deepest 
gratitude to Donnie’s carers 
and the kitchen staff at 
Bowman Court, and to all 
medical staff on Mull for his 
care over the last fi ve years. 
Memorial donations totalling 
£1520 have been made between 
Marie Curie Mull and Iona 
Group and to Heart, Chest and 
Stroke Scotland from generous 
donations made in memory 
of Donnie. Donnie has left us 
with many memories that we 
will treasure forever.

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON – Treasured 
memories of Gregor, a much 
loved husband, who passed 
away one year ago today.
Our hearts are full of memories
With pride we speak your name
Our lives go on without you 
But nothing is the same
We talk about you often
Of things you would say and do
We have many loving 
memories 
But we wish we still had you
- Mary xx
CAMERON - Treasured 
memories of Gregor, a dear 
dad and papa taken from us 
one year ago today. Many a 
day his name is spoken. And 
many an hour he is in our 
thoughts. He may have gone 
from our lives. But never from 
our hearts. Missed every day, 
loved always
- Nicola, Finlay, Gregor, Daniel 
and families.

CARMICHAEL - In loving 
memory of our dear mother,
mother-in-law and grandmother 
Mary Logan, who died August 
24, 1996. Forever in our hearts, 
always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Irene, Donald, 
Nigel and family, Islay and 
Glasgow.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of Alister,  a devoted 
husband and father,  who passed 
away on August 18, 2001.
The many things you did for me
In your kind and loving way
Give me memories to treasure
As I think of you each day.
- Helen.
We miss you dad, our hearts are sore
With each new day we miss 
you more
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you’re always there.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi. 

MACGILLIVRAY - Katherine. 
Mum three years since you left. 
Always thinking about you and 
miss you every day. 
You are always by my side.
- Paul
MACLELLAN - In ever 
loving memory of my dear 
husband, Donald (Donnie), 
who died on August 23, 2009.
Deep are the memories,
precious this day.
No passage of time,
will take them away.
-Sadly missed, inserted by 
his loving wife Morag, Oban.
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
granddad and greatgrand dad, 
Hugh, Sunnyville, Tiree who 
died August 28 2013. Also 
remembering our dear mum, 
Lottie who died March 9, 1993.
The special years will not return

When we were all together.
But with the love, thats in our hearts
You will walk with us forever. 
-We love you always, Rita, 
Johann, Morag, Ian and families. 
McGRATH - precious 
memories of our dear 
mum and Shen, Margaret, 
Achaleven Farm, who died 
August 23, 2006. We had a 
wonderful mother, one who 
never really grew old, her 
smile was made of sunshine 
and her heart was solid gold. 
Her eyes were bright as 
shining stars, and her cheeks 
fair roses, you see we had a 
wonderful mother, and that’s 
the way it will always be.  
Love today and always
- Your loving children, grand-
children and all the family. xxx
McTAGGART - With treasured 
and loving memories or our 

dear parents, grandparents and 
sister May who died August 
23, 2011, and John who died 
December 25, 2005.
Miss you both so much xx
-Ian, Philina, Christina and Family
OWEN – In loving memory of 
our dear dad and grandpa who 
passed away on August 25, 1997.
Forever in our thoughts and 
prayers.
- Tom, Lily, Elizabeth and 
families.
SIMPSON - 30th Anniversary, 
remembering my dad Ian 
who died so suddenly August 
24, 1987. Not just today but 
everyday, always in my thoughts. 
- Mary x 
SIMPSON - Treasured 
memories of my dear dad Ian, 
thirteen years have gone, August 
24, and it still breaks my heart. 
- Roberta

Senior reporter
Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.ukmentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

follow us on 
twitter
@obantimes
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Three Peaks

Huntly 
too strong 
for Fort 
William

FORT William returned home 
still without a point in the 
Highland League this season 
after suffering their fifth defeat 
of the campaign at the hands of 
Huntly.

The team traveled north-
east on Saturday with a fresh 
sense of optimism after some 
encouraging performances in 
this campaign so far, despite not 
picking up any points.

Fort co-manager, Ali Smith, 
vowed to go into the Huntly 
match with an attacking mind-
set, which was evident in the 
way the team lined up.

In the first half hour of the 
match, the two teams were 
quite evenly matched although 
the home side were beginning 
to test the Fort’s defensive 
resilience.

The breakthrough came in the 
34th minute as Huntly’s Martin 
Charlesworth scored the open-
ing goal. Despite this setback, 
the Fort managed to hold out 
until the half-time break.

The visitors suffered another 
setback, however, as Mike Ewen 
scored on the 56th minute to 
double Huntly’s lead.

Fort William once again 
picked themselves up and dug 
deep to try and rescue some 
points from this tie but as the 
clock ticked on, a Fort William 
goal seemed more and more 
unlikely.

A fatal blow was dealt to the 
Lochaber men when Calvin 
Roddie slotted the ball into the 
net to make it 3-0 for the Black 
and Golds, ensuring that the 
three points stayed in Aber-
deenshire.

Huntly’s Michael Clark ex-
ploited the tiring Fort’s defence, 
rounding up the home side’s 
scoring with an effort two min-
utes into added time to secure a 
4-0 win for Huntly.

Fort William’s next fixture 
in the Highland League is this 
Saturday, August 26, where 
they take on Strathspey Thistle 
at Claggan Park in the most 
important game of the season 
so far for both of these teams.

Ross sets 
new record 
for Three 
Peaks 
Challenge

A GROWING number of peo-
ple have now accomplished what 
is known as the Three Peaks 
Challenge, scaling the highest 
mountains in Scotland, England 
and Wales.

It is most commonly accom-
plished within 24 hours by 
hiking and driving. Fewer have 
managed to do that and cycle 
between each peak.

But Ross Malpass, who’s 
mother, Elizabeth Stokes, lives 
in Ardgour, is now the record 
holder for that amazing feat.

Earlier this month, Ross 
managed to climb each peak 
and cycle a total of 430 miles 
in 37 hours 33 minutes, a time 
that broke the existing record by 
almost five hours.

The cycle record for the chal-
lenge was set in 1980 by Stephen 
Poulton, at the time a serving 
Royal Air Force officer, who did 
it in 41 hours and 51 minutes.

Ross’s full bike route came out 
at 430 miles. That broke down 
into 192 miles from Snowdon to 
Scafell Pike. Then a further 238 
miles up to Fort William.

Up until that point, the longest 
ride Ross had ever undertaken 
was 164 miles.

An experienced cyclist in both 
racing and endurance events, 
Ross, who lives in Lytham St 
Anne’s with his own young 
family, was as well prepared as 
anyone could have been for the 
challenge.

Asked if he had begun to doubt 
whether the challenge was a 
good idea when he reached the 
Highlands, Ross laughed: ‘To be 
honest, I’d started questioning 
the sense of it about 80 miles in 
from the start in Wales.’

By the time he reached Ran-
noch Moor and the last leg into 
Fort William, Ross admits he 
had nearly ‘emptied the tank’.

‘The stretch across Rannoch 
Moor seemed to last forever and 
I had the wind blowing right in 
my face, which didn’t help,’ he 
said.

‘So it was a huge relief when I 
pulled into the car park for the 
climb up Ben Nevis, knowing I 
wouldn’t have to get back on the 
bike. It was not so much a phys-
ical tiredness - by that point my 
bum was so sore I could hardly 
sit on the saddle.’

Despite feeling exhausted on 
the ascent, Ross made it to the 
summit in a record-setting time. 
‘I was so happy I pretty much ran 
down - but managed to stumble 
and fall and got a few cuts and 
grazes as a result.’

Ross, who has also spent a 
lot of time cycling in Ardgour, 
happily confirms he will not be 
trying to break his own record 
any time soon: ‘Nope. I don’t 
think so, although I do think I 
could shave a few hours off my 
record if the conditions were 
perfect.’

Mum Elizabeth says she could 
not be more proud of her cycling 
son: ‘I think it is a fantastic 
achievement. You just need to 
look at the photographs of Ross 
before and after to see how 
much it took out of him.’

Lochaber boxer is all ready 
to strike for European gold

Boxer Cameron Whyte is training hard ahead of his trip to the 
European Junior Championships in Bulgaria next month.

Testing conditions at Lochaber Yacht Club regatta
LOCHABER Yacht Club’s annual re-
gatta provided a stern test for sailors on 
Saturday, as the challenging conditions 
on Loch Linnhe made for some compet-
itive racing.

Wintery winds and relentless rain made 
the initial morning racing particularly 
tricky.

Challenging
Club commodore, Hamish Loudon 

said: ‘Conditions for the morning races 
were challenging to say the least. Gusts 
of 25 knots and above gave the safety 
boat some work to do standing by the 
capsized dinghies.

‘Particular praise should go to the 

THIS  week’s winning Fort Wil-
liam Golf Club lotto numbers 
were 2, 13 and 14.  There were 
no winners so £1,500 is availa-
ble for draw today, Thursday 
August 24.

The winning Ballachulish 
Shinty lottery numbers this 
week are 2, 12 and 14. There 
were no winners again so it is a 
£1,000 draw next week.

Winning numbers for the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 9, 11 
and 20. There were no winning 
tickets so there is a jackpot of 
£900 up for grabs this week.

The Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 5, 12 and 8. There 
were no winners this week so 
the jackpot will be £200 next 
week.

LOCHABER’S rising boxing 
star Cameron Whyte will be 
looking to add European gold 
to British silver for his 2017 
medal haul when he travels to 
next month’s European Junior 
Boxing Championships in 
Bulgaria.

Whyte, who is just 15 and 
fights out of the Lochaber 
Phoenix Boxing Club in Fort 
William, won silver in the 48-
50kg category at the GB Junior 
Boxing Championships in the 
spring at Sheffield.

It followed district, Scotland 
and British titles at schoolboy 
level last year for the youngster, 
who has only lost twice in the 
last two years and both times to 
European champions.

And the recent two weekends 
of assessments by the Scotland 
selectors has now seen the 
talented Spean Bridge fighter 
selected at 50kg junior level for 
the five-strong Euro squad for 
what will see, as always, some 
seriously tough bouts for the 
Scottish boys.

But Whyte now has a wealth 
of experience under his belt at 

and have never looked back,’ he 
added.

He says he is looking forward 
to the Bulgaria trip and relish-
ing the chance to test himself 
against Europe’s best junior 
boxers.

‘Yeah, it will be tough because 
I’ve gone up a couple of weight 
divisions as well, but I’m confi-
dent I can do well.

‘And all the folk at the club 
have been really chuffed for me 
getting selected and I am sure 
they’ll be cheering me on.’

And Clark added: ‘Cameron’s 
a great talent and very dedicat-
ed to his sport. He’s been boxing 
since he was 10 and trains six 
days a week, sometimes twice a 
day.

‘Last year he became the first 
Scottish schoolboy boxer to ever 
win a silver medal at European 
championships and that takes 
some doing.

‘So the club is naturally very 
proud of him and his achiev-
ments.’

international level, reaching 
the quarter-finals of the 2015 
European championships when 
they were held in Moscow.

Last year he did even better 
when he made history by 
becoming the first Scottish 
schoolboy boxer to ever reach a 
final at the European champi-
onships, winning a silver medal 
in Zagreb in Croatia.

Lochaber club coach Niall 
Clark says this year will see 
an especially tough European 
event for the young fighter, as 
moving up to the junior level 
means Whyte will be one of 
the youngest boxers in his age 
group.

‘Some of the fighters in this 
group will be almost two years 
older in a sport where a year can 
make a big difference in physi-
cal maturity,’ Clark said.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times this week, Whyte said 
he was enjoying his sport more 
than ever.

‘I started when I was 10 after 
I saw a leaflet at my mum’s and 
she suggested I give it a try - so 
I did and absolutely loved it 

‘Cameron’s been boxng since 
he was 10 and trains six days a 
week, sometimes twice a day’

There was close racing in the junior races. 

junior crews, some of whom had only 
learned to sail at the club in June this 
year.’

The afternoon racing was more enjoya-
ble despite the persistent rain.

The fast handicap dinghy class was won 
in style by the trapeze artists, Jon Gay 
and Paul Biggin, in the Mean Machine, 
followed by Mike Campbell and Liz 
Merry in a Laser 2000. 

The Junior racers had a very close 
battle for the Simpson Trophy with Josh 
Balcombe and Lyra Swaby just finishing 
first.

The three-person keelboats of the 
Soling class enjoyed exciting racing in 

the brisk conditions with Solaris coming 
out on top being the only boat to hoist a 
spinnaker, and survive.

After the prize giving, all the sailors 
and friends enjoyed an excellent BBQ 
supper when the rain finally stopped.

Instructors
Anyone wishing to try sailing should 

come down to the club on a Thursday 
evening when instructors are available 
from 6.30pm, or watch the racing on a 
Monday or Wednesday evening.

For further details see the club website 
at www.lochaber-yacht-club.co.uk.

Regatta Results: Fast handicap din-
ghies, Britannia Cup: 1 Jon Gay and Paul 

Biggin in Laser 5000;  2 Mike Campbell 
and Liz Merry in Laser 2000.

Junior slow handicap dinghies, Simp-
son Trophy: 1 Josh Balcombe and Lyra 
Swaby; 2 Ronnie Fulford and Caiden 
Collins; 3 Freya Balcombe and Yasmin 
Dalley.

Keelboats, Soling Trophy: 1 Hamish 
Loudon, Brendan Woods and Iain 
Loudon in Solaris; 2 Andy McKenna, 
Liz Loudon and John Wilson in Just 
Gonnie No;  3 Kenny Clark, Stephanie 
James and Harry Jeffrey in Maverix.

All the winners from Saturday’s regatta.
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2350
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J Wilson
Glenkingie Terrace
Caol

C Woolcock
Tobermory
Isle of Mull

Taynuilt
RECENT results: Ladies’ 
Handicap championship fourth 
round and medal - 1 Fiona 
McGlynn 87-17-70; 2 Anne 
MacCalman  84-13-71; 3 Moira 
MacVicar 93-21-72.

Kirkton Crystal Trophy - 1 
Mairead Sim 88-15-73; 2 Anne 
MacCalman  88-13-75;  3 Carol 
MacLarty 95-19-76.

Gents: August Tankard - 1 
David Laurie 42pts; 2 David 
Howie 38pts; 3 Rob Graham 
37pts.

WITH weather conditions 
favourable, the course bearing 
up well and with numbers 
exceeding last year, the 
Dalmally Golf Club Mixed 
Open welcomed 25 pairs. 
 A good turnout of home 
players was complemented 
by visitors from Isle of Seil, 
Taynuilt, Glencruitten, 
Dumbarton and Clydebank 
along with an international 
showing from Thailand and 
Australia.

Both home and away players 
were well represented among 
the winners.

Scratch score: 1 James Mac-
Millan (Dalmally) and Mary 
Phillips (Isle of Seil)  (83); 2 
Jim and Alison Livingstone 
(Dalmally)  (86); 3 Harold 
Farquhar (Udon Thani) and 
Josephine Monaghan (Dum-
barton)  (90).

Nett score: Andy and Liz 
McLean (Dumbarton)  (64);  2 
Stewart Skinner (North Ryde) 
and Cathie Skinner (Clyde-
bank)  (70); 3 Martin and 
Catriona O’Keeffe (Dalmally)  
(72).

Nearest the pin in two: (4th, 
6th, 13th and 17th - John and 
Margaret Nicholson (Dumbar-
ton); Stewart Skinner (North 
Ryde) and Cathie Skinner 
(Clydebank); Harold Farqhuar 
(Udon Thani) and Josephine 
Monaghan (Dumbarton);  
Martin & Catriona O’Keeffe 
(Dalmally).

Best outward nine: Terry 
McNair (Dalmally) and Alice 
MacCalman (Taynuilt) (35); 
Angus MacGillivray and June 
Sutherland (Dalmally)  (29).

Magic twos - Scott 
Livingstone & Ann Munro 
(Dalmally).

Gents: Two multi-round 
competitions were completed 
recently at Dalmally Golf Club; 
The Leisuresport Stableford 
Trophy was won by Graham 
Melvin with a combined total 
of 62 points, well ahead of 
William Dougal in second 
place who accumulated 51 
points. 

Meanwhile Billy McKay 
claimed the Strathorchy 

Prizewinners at the recent Dalmally Mixed Open.

JOHN MacCallum won the 
Par 3 Open at Glencruitten on 
Saturday with a score of 57 - 4 
= 53. Martin Tait was second 
with a score of 59 – 4 = 54 
(bih), Neil Armour 63 - 9 = 
54 was in third place. Phillip 
Murphy had the lowest gross 
score of 56, James Muir was 
second with a score of 57 and 
Martin Rae third with a score 
of 60.

An open scramble was held 
on Sunday and the winning 
team of Phillip Murphy, Steven 
Murphy, James Muir and Neil 
Carmichael scored 50 – 1.3 = 
48.7. In second place with a 
score of 55 – 3.3 = 51.7 were 
the team of Neil Armour, Alan 
MacPhee, Aidan McCuish and 
Steven O’Rourke.

On Saturday the first round 
of the Cameron Trophy takes 
place along with the monthly 
medal, and on Sunday the 
second round of the Cameron 
Trophy and President’s Prize.

Six-a-side success at shinty club open day
A BUSY day at Inver aray 
Shinty Club open day saw a fine 
display of healthy competition 
as teams competed in a six-a-
side competition.

Held on Sunday August 13 at 
the Winterton pitch, this was 
the second year the club has 
run this event.

The funds raised from the 
day will be used towards the 
running of the club, with a 
sum of the proceeds being 
donated to the community 
council which is trying to raise 

enough funds for a community 
minibus.

Although raising funds was 
an important part of the day, 
more importantly was engag-
ing with the community in the 
hope of increasing volunteer 
numbers and appointing a new 
treasurer.

The day started at 10am with 
youth coaches Ross Griffin, 
Andrew Stewart, Gordon Pirie 
and Scott Robertson putting 
the primary-aged players 
through some fun skill testing. 

At the end of the session each 
young player was awarded a 
backpack with the club crest, 
water bottle and a certificate.

As with last year, the ‘older’ 
generation then got in on the 
act with six teams competing 
for the Peter MacCallum me-
morial quaich.

Round robin
Local sponsors WD Semple, 

B&M Centre, the Inveraray 
Inn, Brambles, Ross Griffin 
Landscaping and CR Con-
struction backed a team each 

throughout the group stage of 
the round robin tournament.

In the end, it was the Ross 
Griffin Landscaping and WD 
Semple teams which made it 
through to contest the final, 
with Ross Griffin Landscaping 
taking the win.

At the end of the tournament 
the trophies, kindly supplied by 
Midton Actrylics, were given 
to the winners and runners-up, 
with the winning captain 
proudly receiving the Peter 
MacCallum Quaich.

Inveraray chairman Euan 
McMurdo said he was delighted 
with how the day had turned 
out and that it was great to have 
so many of the club, young and 
old, there throughout the day.

He also expressed his opti-
mism at engaging with new 
members to fill roles to help 
Inveraray Shinty Club become 
a stronger, more organised 
community club.

Competitors at the Inveraray shinty club six-a-side competition. Photos: Stephen Lawson. 

Robert MacIntyre picked 
for Walker Cup team
OBAN’S Robert MacIntyre 
has been selected in the Great 
Britain and Ireland Walker Cup 
team. The 21-year-old golfer 
joins a team of 10 that will take 
on the USA at the Los Angeles 
Country Club in September.

Fellow countryman Connor 
Syme from Drumoig will join 
MacIntyre, as the Great Britain 
and Ireland team try to retain 
the trophy, which was won in 
2015.

Speaking about the Walker 
Cup before the teams were 
announced, Dougie MacIntyre, 
Robert’s dad, said: ’Robert and 
Connor are both waiting for 

word on the Walker Cup team.
‘It’s like the Ryder Cup, 

except for amateurs. It’s the 
biggest right you can earn.

‘It’s massive if you can get 
into that.’

The 10-player team consists 
of two Scots, five Englishmen, 
two Welshmen and an Irish-
man.

MacIntyre was also in action 
last week, making it to the last 
32 of the US Amateur Cham-
pionship.

Hundreds of competitors 
started the tournament, with 
only 64 making it through to 
the head-to-head matches.

MacIntyre successfully 
qualified, being drawn against 
Cameron Young from the US 
in the round of 64.

MacIntyre took the lead on 
the second hole, scoring a 
birdie, and maintained the lead 
throughout in what was a tight 
match. He won by one-hole 
overall and was drawn against 
Dawson Armstrong from the 
US in the round of 32.

MacIntyre was cruising and 
found himself three-up with 
only four holes played, howev-
er, the momentum soon shifted 
and Armstong went on a run 
winning six out of the next 

seven holes. The players ex-
changed two of the remaining 
six holes, with Dawson winning 
by three with one still to play.

Dougie added: ‘He was three 
up, so he was gutted. He said 
his game went a little bit.

‘He lost five holes in a row 
and by the time he got his game 
back, it was too late.

‘He is in the middle of a swing 
change at the moment.

‘He had a good performance 
- 310 players started that tour-
nament and only 64 qualified.’

Golf

Robert MacIntyre tees o�   on 
his home course, Glencruitten 
Golf Club. 17_t44RobertMacIntyre09

TARBERT Golf Club will hold 
their annual Am-Am (three 
per team) on Saturday with 
ballot times still available. 
 The competition is open 
to both ladies and men and 
anyone looking for a tee time 
should call the clubhouse on 
01880 820565.

Tarbert

Trophy. Both rounds were 
played in testing conditions 
and no doubt accounting for 
the relatively high scoring.

Football tournament to be 
held in Oban this Saturday
THE INAUGURAL Bow-
more Cup football tournament 
will take place this Saturday, at 
Glencruitten with eight teams 
competing for the title.

Mallaig, Kilchoan, Barra, 
Bowmore, Oban Electrics, 
Coasters Bar, Oban Ear-
ra-Ghaidheal and Oban Saints 

Under-17s will all take part.
The tournament will consist 

of two groups, with the top two 
in each section advancing to 
the semi-finals.

Refreshments will be availa-
ble at the Rugby Club.

Tournament organiser Murdo 
MacKenzie said: ‘I’m very 

excited to have teams travelling 
from all over Argyll, the Hebri-
des and beyond to what I hope 
will be a great day of football 
and socialising.

‘The task has been made a lot 
harder with the fact that we’re 
a new club with no funds, so 
we’ve all had to dig into our own 
pockets to make this happen.

‘I’d like to extend special 
thanks to the sponsors of 
the tournament Bowmore 
Distillery, the Bowmore man-
ager David McLean and Alan 
MacInnes, who organised the 
sponsorship. Big thanks also 
go to our own sponsors, Oaklea 
Joinery and Rutherford’s Hair-
dressers.’Host club Oban Earra-Ghaidheal.
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Kyles Athletic win Macaulay Cup

Kyles Athletic captain Gordon Whyte with the trophy.
Photo: Neil Paterson

The victorious Kyles Athletic team with the Macaulay Cup. Photo: Neil Paterson

The Kyles Athletic squad on the open-top bus which took them to the after-match reception in the 
Argyllshire Gathering. Photo: David Hamilton

KYLES Athletic lifted the Arte-
mis Macaulay Cup, Kinlochshiel 
returned to the top of the Ma-
rine Harvest Premiership whilst 
Skye Camanachd maintain their 
advantage at the top of the Ma-
rine Harvest National Division 
following the shinty action on 
Saturday August 19 2017.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup � nal
Kyles Athletic 7
Newtonmore 4
Kyles Athletic added the 
Artemis Macaulay Cup to the 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
won earlier in the season after 
beating Newtonmore 7-4 in 
their 2pm throw up at Mossfield.

Kyles Athletic manager James 
Perlich switched Donald Irvine 
to full back after Callum Miller 
was ruled out with a broken foot 
sustained in the previous week’s 
league win over Glenurquhart.

However, the match came too 
soon for the injured Innes Mac-
Donald, although he was listed 
as a substitute. Thomas Whyte 
started at full centre.

Newtonmore manager Paul 
John MacKintosh was still mi-
nus injured pair Drew MacDon-
ald and Chris Sellar and captain 
Rory Kennedy’s ankle ligament 
injury suffered against Glasgow 
Mid Argyll was a blow for both 
the club and the player. Steven 
MacDonald started at full back. 
Evan Menzies featured in attack 
but he will miss this coming 
Saturday’s Tulloch Homes Ca-
manachd Cup semi-final against 
Skye Camanachd as his booking 
against GMA took him over the 
disciplinary points threshold.

The match was broadcast 
live on BBC2 Scotland and the 
acclaimed Oban High School 
Pipe band led both teams and 
the officials on to the pitch. 

Despite heavy rain in Oban 
during the week, Mossfield 
groundsman Iain Hay and his 
team had the field in good con-
dition and Macaulay president 
David Thompson and Roddy 
MacCuish from Argyll and Bute 
Council were introduced to the 
players and officials.  

The rain eased ahead of throw 
up and Kyles won the toss so 
started with the wind in their 
favour.

Three goals in the opening 12 
minutes was a sign of what was 
to come.

Colin MacDonald gave Kyles 
the lead after just three minutes.

Grant Irvine took a Robbie 
MacLeod free-hit and was al-
lowed to run at the Newtonmore 
defence and, with ’More trying 
to clear, the ball broke to Colin 
MacDonald at the edge of the D 
and his shot bobbled low into the 
corner of the net, beating keeper 
Norman Campbell on his right 
side.

Newtonmore levelled on eight  
minutes. Michael Russell sent 
a long ball forward, while Kyles 
Athletic keeper John Whyte 
came off his line but missed his 
hit at the edge of the D and then 
lost his footing which allowed 

Glen MacKintosh to run in and 
he was rewarded for great antic-
ipation as he gleefully rolled the 
ball into the unguarded goal.

Kyles regained the lead four 
minutes later. Gordon Whyte 
played a one-two with Grant Ir-
vine as he broke up the right and 
his ball into the middle fell to 
Colin MacDonald, who saw an 
initial effort blocked by Norman 
Campbell before he volleyed the 
rebound into the net from inside 
the D. Kyles led 2-1 and the 
Newtonmore defence looked 
vulnerable as it adjusted to cope 
with the absence of influential 
full back Rory Kennedy. 

The rain returned and Colin 
MacDonald, who was now on a 
hat-trick, turned and shot past 
the keeper’s right post. 

Michael Russell was first to 
find his name in the referee’s 
book midway through the first 
half when brought down a ma-
rauding Robbie MacLeod.

Fraser MacKintosh then 
tugged a shot wide under pres-
sure from Ross MacRae.

With the first half moving 
into the final 15 minutes, Sandy 
MacKenzie went wide to gather 
a free-hit and he played a one-
two with Colin MacDonald but 
his shot rose over the bar.

Moments later, an Evan 
Menzies cross from the left fell 
for Glen MacKintosh just inside 
the D but he topped his shot. 
The danger wasn’t over as John 
Whyte’s clearance went straight 
to Fraser MacKintosh but the 
keeper redeemed himself, sav-
ing with his feet. 

The chances continued to flow 
and Ackie MacRae did well to 
get a last-gasp challenge in on 
Sandy MacKenzie after Colin 
MacDonald had slipped him 
in and Kyles had to settle for a 
corner.

Both defences were struggling 
to clear their lines and Fraser 
MacKintosh drilled a shot from 
the left across goal at the second 
attempt.   

Michael Russell surged for-
ward and was brought down by a 
back-tracking Sandy MacKenzie 
which earned the Kyles man a 
yellow card. 

After absorbing the majority 
of the first half pressure, New-
tonmore finished with a flourish 
and, with just 60 seconds of 
the first half remaining, David 
MacLean sent the ball down 
the Newtonmore right where 
Iain Robinson took a touch 
before crossing high into the 
danger-area. Glen MacKintosh 
knocked the ball into the path 
of Fraser MacKintosh who ran 
to his left and, from the penalty 
spot, he blasted a powerful shot 
just under the bar to make it 2-2.

After playing with the benefit 
of the elements, Kyles Athletic 
found themselves on level-peg-
ging at the interval.

Newtonmore made a change at 
the interval with Paul MacAr-
thur replacing Iain Richardson 
at wing centre. Craig Ritchie 
went to full centre with Michael 
Russell dropping back into 
defence.

The second half was just 

23 seconds old when Roddy 
MacDonald played in Sandy 
MacKenzie and he took the ball 
away from goal to make just 
enough space to direct a shot 
which went through the legs of 
both defender Michael Russell 
and keeper Norman Campbell 
and put Kyles in front for a third 
time in the final. This time they 
would stay in front.

Newtonmore responded and 
Cammy Keith blocked an Evan 
Menzies shot at the expense of 
a corner.   

Andy MacKintosh needed 
treatment after the tail-end 
of a Roddy MacDonald swing 
caught him on the forehead. He 
had to leave the field so Jamie 
Robinson came on at centre 
with Craig Ritchie returning 
to defence. Steven MacDonald 
took over Andy MacKintosh’s 
marking duties on Roddy Mac-
Donald with Michael Russell 
going to full back.

With the final just seconds 
past the hour mark, Roddy Mac-
Donald came deep to get onto a 
ball forward and ran to the right 
before thundering a shot over 
the keeper’s shoulder from the 
angle and Kyles led 4-2.

Just after the restart, Sandy 
MacKenzie ran onto a de-
fence-splitting Roddy MacDon-
ald pass and his shot from almost 
the same spot was saved with his 
caman by Norman Campbell.

A bandaged up Andy MacK-
intosh returned to defence 
with Craig Ritchie withdrawn 
and MacKintosh resumed his 
shadowing role on Roddy Mac-
Donald.

Kyles took a grip of the match 
and Roddy MacDonald got his 
second on 67 minutes. Once 
again, Kyles played the ball out 
wide and Colin MacDonald 
gathered possession before 
making a superb run in-field and 

he picked out Roddy MacDon-
ald, who sent the ball low into 
the net to make it 5-2.

With 20 minutes remaining, 
Dunkie Kerr came on in favour 
of Colin MacDonald and Mac-
Donald, who scored both goals 
in Kyles’ 2-0 semi-final win over 
Oban Camanachd, could be 
more than pleased with another 
two-goal contribution.

Norman Campbell saved a 
Roddy MacDonald shot with his 
feet before Newtonmore nar-
rowed the deficit on 72 minutes 
when Glen MacKintosh got on 
the end of a Fraser MacKintosh 
cut-back following a David 
MacLean corner from the right 
and the goal made it 5-2 with 72 
minutes played.

However, there was to be no 
come-back as Roddy MacDon-
ald completed his hat-trick a 
couple of minutes later when he 
controlled a ball driven forward 
by Thomas Whyte, and, from 
the edge of the D, MacDonald 
was fortunate to escape an off-
side call and he slotted the ball 
low into the net to restore the 
Tighnabruaich men’s three-goal 
cushion.

Scotland U17 player Scott 
MacDonald took over from 
Sandy MacKenzie in the Kyles 
attack.

Kyles scored the goal of the 
match on 78 minutes. Ross 
MacRae started the move by 
winning possession in his own 
half and he picked out Grant 
Irvine on the right and his first 
time pass found Dunkie Kerr.

Scott MacDonald ran forward 
and stretched to pull Kerr’s ball 
forward across goal and Roddy 
MacDonald nipped in to sweep 
the ball into the net.

Glen MacKintosh completed 
his hat-trick on 79 minutes when 
he took a Fraser MacKintosh 
pass before making space to 
turn and he sent a dipping 22 
yard shot which caught out 
keeper Whyte at his left post to 
make it 7-4.

Ackie MacRae had to come 
off to get a head cut seen to and 
there was still time for John 
Whyte to make a good save 
with his caman to deny Jamie 
Robinson.

The goal deluge was over and 
the Artemis Macaulay Cup 
returned to Tighnabruaich for 
the first time since 2013 and the 
12th time overall.  

Thomas Whyte was the 
sponsor’s choice as man-of-the-
match although four-goal Roddy 
MacDonald must have run him 
close.

The Artemis Macaulay Cup 
and silver-mounted caman were 
presented to Kyles Athletic cap-
tain Gordon Whyte by Graeme 
Mitchell from sponsors Artemis.

The Macaulay Association 
thanked all the volunteers who 
helped at Saturday’s Macaulay 

Cup final. Without these val-
uable people this event would 
not run as smoothly as it does. 
Thanks also went to the ground 
staff for having Mossfield in 
such good condition in the ad-
verse weather conditions.

 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kinlochshiel 5
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1 
Kinlochshiel returned to the top 
of the Marine Harvest Premier-
ship after beating Glasgow Mid 
Argyll 5-1 in their 3pm throw up 
at The Bught Park.

This was Kinlochshiel’s home 
match but the wet west coast 
weather from Thursday through 
to Friday initially led to the 
postponement of ’Shiel’s second 
team fixture but it later became 
clear that the pitch would not be 
playable by Saturday afternoon.

The Camanachd Association 
opted to switch the fixture to 
The Bught Park.  

Kinlochshiel took the lead on 
seven minutes. The goal came 
from a John MacRae lay-off 
on the right and Keith MacRae 
placed the ball waist-high, past 
the on-rushing keeper and into 
the goal.

A second goal followed on 25 
minutes when some nice passing 
down the left wing culminated 
with Jordan Fraser’s low, firm 
cross and Keith MacRae timed 
his run perfectly, hitting the ball 
first-time, hard and low past the 
keeper.

’Shiel added a third a couple of 
minutes later. Another exchange 
of quick ground passing was fin-
ished off by Oliver MacRae, who 
guided the ball past the keeper 
high into the net.

Scotland U17 forward Calum 
Mclay pulled a goal back for 
GMA on 52 minutes.  

The west coast side restored 
their three-goal advantage with 
20 minutes remaining. Keith 
MacRae challenged for a high 
ball out of defence and the ball 
dropped for Oliver MacRae in 
the wing forward position.

Oliver MacRae went on a great 
individual run down the left 
flank and, after cutting inside 
to give himself space to shoot at 
goal, he spotted John MacRae 
in space on the edge of the D 
so slipped the ball through and, 
with time and space, John Mac-
Rae sent a waist-high shot past 
the keeper.

Kinlochshiel put the outcome 
beyond doubt on 76 minutes.

Scott MacLean held the ball 
up before picking out Keith 
MacRae in a central position 
and he ran with the ball before 
blasting a 22-yard shot over the 
keeper’s shoulder to make it 5-1.

Keith MacRae’s excellent 
form has been a feature of 

Kinlochshiel’s successful league 
campaign and he had the ball in 
the net again only to have the ef-
fort ruled out for offside. Finlay 
MacRae made a good run into 
the box and sent the ball to the 
back post where Keith MacRae 
was in space just outside the D. 

Finlay MacRae was flattened 
after making the pass and una-
ble to get out of D before Keith 
MacRae netted so the strike was 
ruled out.

Kinlochshiel now lead Kyles 
Athletic by two points but they 
have played a game more. 

’Shiel’s next scheduled match 
is against Newtonmore at The 
Eilan on Saturday September 9.

 
Glenurquhart 2
Oban Camanachd 3
Oban Camanachd go fifth in the 
division after defeating Glenur-
quhart 3-2 in their 3pm throw up 
at Blairbeg.

Glen’s John Barr served the 
second game of a two-match 
suspension whilst fellow de-
fender Lachie Smith started a 
five-game spell on the side-lines 
following his red card against 
Kyles Athletic the previous 
weekend. Andrew Corrigan 
was free of his ban and started 
in defence. Eddie Tembo was 
unavailable so David Smart was 
also given a starting place.

Oban Camanachd also had 
suspension difficulties as Garry 
Lord’s sending off in the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup defeat 
to Lovat triggered a four-game 

ban. Matt Rippon was still out 
injured as were Scott MacKillop 
and Daniel MacVicar whilst 
Aidan MacIntyre was also 
missing. 

Youngsters Lewis Buchanan 
and Evan MacLellan were given 
starting places and Craig Easton 
and Michael MacQueen started 
on the bench.

A heavy fall of rain ahead of 
throw up left the surface greasy 
and it was Oban Camanachd 
who struck first with Malcolm 
Clark shooting through a crowd-
ed area at the shop end.

The Glen had to make an early 
change with Paul MacKintosh 
replacing an injured David 
Smart and the substitute levelled 
a couple of minutes before the 
break when his bouncing shot 
from distance deceived Oban 
keeper Gavin Stobbart and 
trundled into the net.

Oban Camanachd regained 
the lead on 64 minutes when 
Daniel Cameron’s powerful shot 
skidded off the surface, through 
a ruck of players and into the 
net.

Willie Neilson, who started in 
defence, made it 3-1 just four 
minutes later when he turned 
home a rebound after Daniel 
Cameron’s initial shot from a 
tight angle came back off the 
post.

Some erratic finishing prevent-
ed Oban Camanachd adding to 
their tally.

Daniel MacKintosh made 
it 3-2 on 90 minutes when he 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday August 19
Artemis Macaulay Cup fi nal
Kyles Ath 7 v 4 Newtonmore 
 
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart 2 v 3 Oban Cam
Kilmallie P v P Lovat
Unplayable field  
Kinlochshiel 5 v 1 Glasgow MA

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Caberfeidh 5 v 2 Inveraray 
Strathglass 2 v 2 Beauly 
Skye 4 v 0 Fort William 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie 3 v 0 Skye  
Kinlochshiel P v P Beauly
Unplayable field  
Glen’quhart 3 v 4 Aberdeen Un

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Bute P v P Glenorchy
Unplayable field 
Ballachulish P v P Kilmory
Unplayable field  
Lochside Rovers P v P Taynuilt
Unplayable field
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Glengarry P v P Lovat
Unplayable field  
Caberfeidh 2 v 3 Kilmallie 
Lewis 2 v 3 Strathglass 
Lochaber P v P Boleskine
Boleskine unable to play  
Lochcarron P v P Strathspey
Unplayable field

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P v P Dunoon
Unplayable field

Saturday August 26
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup semi-fi nal
Skye v Newtonmore  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Kyles Athletic
Deek Cameron
Lochaber v Lovat   
Willie MacDonald
Oban Camanachd  v Kilmallie 
Lachie Wood

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly v Inveraray  
Martin MacLean
Fort William v Caberfeidh  
Robert Baxter

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie v Kinlochshiel  
Andy MacLean 
Newtonmore v Fort William 
David Mitchell 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute v Aberdour
Iain Kennedy
Glenorchy v Ballachulish  
Neil MacDonald 
Kyles Athletic v Kilmory  
Des McNulty
Lochside Rovers v Tayforth  
Graham Cameron
Taynuilt v Colglen  
Graham Fisher

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh v Boleskine  
Brian MacKay
Kilmallie v Lochaber  
Steven MacLachlan
Lewis v Inverness  
John Matheson
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
Scott McNeil 
Strathspey v Lovat   
John Angus Gillies - 1.30pm 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute v  Dunoon  
Euan Pearson
Inveraray v Glasgow MA
Ronnie Campbell
Strachur vOban Lorn  
Ewan MacDonald

(Throw ups 2pm unless stated)

pulled away to get onto a good 
ball from Jed Stoddart and he 
sent a good shot into the net at 
the second attempt.

Michael Fraser had a good 
game in defence for Glenur-
quhart whilst Scott MacMillan 
was best for Oban Camanachd.
 Oban Camanachd manag-
er Ian Hay said: ‘I am pleased 
we got back on track after the 
disappointment of losing in the 
Camanachd Cup semi-final.
 ‘Most pleasing was the per-
formance of youngsters Daniel 
McCuish, Lewis Buchanan, 
Evan MacLennan and Craig 
Easton and the all-round play of 
the team in general.
 ‘We look forward to finishing 
the season well and as high up 
the league table as possible.’
 Camanachd take on Kilmallie 
at Mossfield on Saturday with a 
2pm throw-up.

 
Kilmallie P
Lovat P
The Canal Parks was water-
logged on Friday so the 3pm 
throw up against Lovat was 
called off.

 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Skye Camanachd 4
Fort William 0
It was a key weekend in the Ma-
rine Harvest National Division 
title race as the top four sides 
faced each other.

Skye Camanachd scored twice 
in each half to beat fourth 
placed Fort William 4-0 at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye manager Willie Cowie 
was on holiday so Peter Gordon 
took charge of the side. Will 
Cowie was unavailable so Jor-
dan Murchison came into the 
Skye starting line-up.

Fort William bosses Victor 
Smith and Adam Robertson 
were still without the injured 
Bryan Simpson and Seamus 
Gall, whilst the suspended Lew-
is Clark also missed out.

This was the only match on the 
west coast to go ahead.

Skye took the lead on five min-
utes when Iain MacLellan got 
onto a Stewart Grant free-hit 
from the left of the penalty spot.

MacLellan took the ball wide 
to the Skye right before driving 
low into the net.

Skye’s second came from a 
superb Stewart Grant shy on the 
left. Danny Morrison played the 
ball on and James Pringle man-
aged to take the ball on a run 
before showing great composure 
to send a strike low into the net 
from the left of the D to make it 
2-0 with 15 minutes played.

James Pringle got his second 
and Skye’s third on 58 minutes.

Danny Morrison played the 
ball on to Iain MacLellan whose 
first time pass found James 
Pringle and he whipped the ball 
into the net. Fort William were 
furious, feeling an infringement 

in the lead up to the goal should 
have been penalised.

Fort William enjoyed a period 
of pressure and it was against 
the run of play that Jordon Mur-
chison rounded off the win with 
a terrific finish on 83 minutes.

Murchison took a deft touch to 
the side to take a Stewart Grant 
pass round an on-rushing keep-
er before calmly slotting the ball 
home for what was a great goal.

Skye remain three points ahead 
of second-placed Caberfeidh 
and, with two teams being pro-
moted, third-placed Inveraray 
and fourth-placed Fort William 
can now only equal Skye’s points 
tally so a return to shinty’s top 
flight seems certain barring a 
total collapse in the islanders’ 
remaining matches which are 
at home to both Caberfeidh 
and Inveraray and away to Fort 
William.

Before that, there is the small 
matter of a Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup semi-final 
meeting with Newtonmore at 
The Bught Park this coming 
Saturday. Throw up is at 4pm 
and the match will be broadcast 
live on BBC Alba.  

 
Caberfeidh 5
Inveraray 2
Second placed Caberfeidh and 
third placed Inveraray met for 
the second successive Saturday 
- this time at Castle Leod.

Inveraray were 2-0 winners at 
The Winterton seven days earli-
er but this time a Craig Morrison 
hat-trick helped Cabers to a 5-2 
victory.

Martin MacDonald was 
banned for the hosts whilst 
Garry MacPherson was still out 
for Inveraray.

Caberfeidh took the lead 
almost straight from the throw 
up when Kevin Bartlett sent the 
ball through to Colin MacLen-
nan and hit it past the goalie.

Inveraray levelled on 15 min-
utes. A Lewis Montgomery shot 
came back off the post and John 
Kennedy got on to the rebound 
and played the ball back to Lew-
is Montgomery, who got himself 
into the box where he was taken 
down. Fraser Watt stepped up to 
score from the spot.  

Craig Morrison put the hosts 
back in front on 40 minutes with 
a strike from the edge of D on 
the Cabers’ left.

Just a minute later, Kevin 
Bartlett did well to turn his 
man at the edge of the D and he 
smashed the ball home to make 
it 3-1.

Referee Innes Wood awarded 
Inveraray a second penalty 
almost straight from the restart.

Inveraray won the centre and 
Fraser Watt played a one-two 
with Allan MacDonald and as 
Watt was about to shoot, he was 
taken down from behind. Watt 
picked himself up to score his 
second spot-hit of the afternoon.

The ball broke across the edge 
of the box to Craig Morrison 
and he fired home on 67 minutes 

to make it 4-2.
Craig Morrison completed his 

hat-trick on 74 minutes with a 
shot from just behind the penal-
ty spot which sent the ball into 
the bottom corner of the net.

With Skye in Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup action this Sat-
urday, Caberfeidh will look to 
cut the gap at the top of the table 
when they visit Fort William.

 
Strathglass 2
Beauly 2
Strathglass played their final 
match of the season, sharing the 
points following a 2-2 draw with 
Beauly at Cannich.

Josh Fraser and Darren Reid 
scored for Strathglass with Jack 
MacDonald and Sean Stewart 
on target for Beauly.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kingussie 3
Skye Camanachd 0
Strathdearn Cup winners Kin-
gussie colts beat the Skye Cama-
nachd colts 3-0 at The Dell.

Kingussie made just one 
change from their cup winning 
side with Dylan Borthwick on 
holiday.

Skye, playing their final match 
of the season, travelled without 
the injured Ross Gordon, 
Ruaraidh MacLeod and John 
Angus MacInnes whilst Shockie 
MacLennan was also unavaila-
ble.

This was the fourth time this 
season the sides had met with 
Kingussie winning all three 
previous encounters.

James Falconer gave the Kings 
the lead on 25 minutes and Liam 
Borthwick added a second three 
minutes from the break.

Kingussie made changes in the 
second half, taking off Roddy 
Young, James Falconer and Ru-
aridh Anderson and Alexander 
Michie added a third in the final 
minute.

             
Glenurquhart 3
Aberdeen University 4
Aberdeen University eventually 
edged out the Glenurquhart 
second team 4-3 in their noon 
throw up at Blairbeg.

Glenurquhart fielded Paul 
MacKintosh, Jed Stoddart and 
Chris Mack, who would all be 
first team substitutes later in the 
afternoon

The Aberdeen side were with-
out the suspended Alex Duncan.

Jamie Beaton was also missing 
and, with Rowan Myers a late 
call-off, the students played the 
whole game with just 11 players.

Former keeper Terry Stebbings 
started in the Aberdeen attack 
and he was left limping after an 
early challenge.

Jed Stoddart put the Glen 
ahead on 22 minutes when he 
sent a powerful 20-yard shot 
from a central position high into 
the net at the shop end of the 
ground.

Gregor Cushnie equalised just 

three minutes later, punishing a 
mix-up in the home defence.

Aberdeen claimed a 2-1 inter-
val lead when Gregor Cushnie 
gathered a poor clearance out of 
the Glen defence and his drive 
from a wide position flew across 
the keeper and into the net.

Glenurquhart restored parity 
on 51 minutes when Chris Mack 
sent a strike past keeper Scott 
Moffat. 

Gregor Cushnie completed his 
hat-trick on 73 minutes.

The ball looked to be going out 
of play but Cushnie got on the 
end of a well-measured cut-back 
and he controlled the ball at the 
edge of the D before shooting 
past Garry MacKintosh in the 
Glen goal.

Ewan Fraser sealed the win on 
84 minutes when he went on a 
long run before tapping the ball 
into an unguarded net.

Chris Mack got his second on 
85 minutes. Scott Moffat saved 
an initial shot and the ball rose 
up in the air. Mack was on hand 
to hit the dropping ball into the 
net to make it 4-3.

The Glen pushed for a leveller 
and they were awarded with a 
late penalty when referee Steven 
MacLachlan penalised full back 
David Fraser. 

However, Jed Stoddart’s spot-
hit was saved with his hand by 
keeper Scott Moffat.  

There was a good battle 
between Glen full back and 
Aberdeen full forward Gregor 
Cushnie.      

 
Kinlochshiel P
Beauly P    
A Friday morning pitch inspec-
tion put paid to the noon throw 
up between the Kinlochshiel 
and Beauly second teams at 
Kirkton.

 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish P
Kilmory P
The noon throw up between 
Ballachulish and Kilmory at 
The Jubilee Park was a late 
call-off.

 
Lochside Rovers P
Taynuilt P
Lochside Rovers missed the 
chance to extend their lead at 
the top of the division as their 
noon meeting with Taynuilt 
was postponed as Ganavan was 
waterlogged.
 Next up for Rovers is a home 
game against Tayforth on 
Saturday and the red and blacks 
will be hoping to continue their 
good form as South Division 
One league leaders.

This game will take place at 
Ganavan with a 2pm throw-up.
 The Oban side are looking 
forward to the Sutherland Cup 
final where they will play Kin-
gussie at An Aird, Fort William 
on Saturday September 16.

 
Bute P
Glenorchy P
The 3pm throw up between 
Bute and Glenorchy was post-
poned on Friday afternoon as 
The Meadows was unplayable.

The Bute seconds home 
fixture was called off earlier in 
the day.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 2
Kilmallie 3
The match between the Kilmall-
ie seconds and the Caberfeidh 
seconds was reversed to Castle 
Leod as The Canal Parks was 
deemed unplayable on Friday.

Paddy Wilson gave Caberfeidh 
an early lead in this noon throw 
up, scoring after just 19 minutes.

Aaron Sandison levelled on the 
half hour mark and it remained 
1-1 until the break.

A Garry MacKay own goal a 
minute into the second half put 
Cabers back in front.

Kilmallie took the points cour-
tesy of Liam MacDonald goals 
on 65 and 70 minutes.

Cabers’ Declan Wilson was 
sent off by referee Iain Kennedy.

Caberfeidh are now just two 
points behind second placed 
Lochaber reserves.

 
Lewis Camanachd 2
Strathglass 3
A first half Penri Jones hat-trick 
gave the Strathglass second 
team a 3-2 win over Lewis Ca-
manachd at Shawbost.

Graham Cay in the Lewis goal 
was called into action before 
Penri Jones sent the ball into the 
top corner of the net following a 
corner to give the visitors a five- 
minute lead.

Penri Jones got his second goal 
on 38 minutes with the effort 
coming again from a corner.

Penri Jones completed his 
hat-trick just a couple of minutes 
from the break and Lewis looked 
a beaten team.

However David Cleary pulled 
a goal back on 59 minutes and 
although Douglas Shaw made 
it 3-2 on 87 minutes, Strathglass 
stayed in front for the win            

           
Lochaber P
Boleskine P
The clash between the Lochaber 
reserves and Boleskine was 
postponed as the Spean Bridge 
pitch was unplayable.

 
Glengarry P 
Lovat P
The meeting between Glengarry 
and the Lovat second team was 
postponed on Saturday morning 
as Craigard was unplayable.

 
Lochcarron P
Strathspey Camanachd P
Lochcarron’s Battery Park pitch 
failed a Saturday morning pitch 
inspection. Reversing the fixture 

wasn’t an option so the game 
against Strathspey Camanachd 
was called off.

 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute P
Dunoon Camanachd P
The noon throw up between the 
Bute second team and Dunoon 
Camanachd was postponed on 
Friday morning as it was ruled 
at that time that The Meadows 
was unable to take two matches.

WCA Round Up
There were several Women’s 
Camanachd Association region-
al division fixtures on Sunday 
August 20.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Inverness 0
Lochaber 9
The Lochaber seconds beat 
Inverness 9-0 in their 1pm throw 
up at The Bught Park.

Natalie MacDonald scored 
five times, Rebecca MacLean 
grabbed a hat-trick and Shanna 
Michie got the other.

Strathspey 4 
Glen Urquhart 2
Strathspey were 4-2 winners 
against Glenurquhart.

Jade Longworth scored twice 
for the hosts with Lucy Davies 
and Jane Moodie also on target 
whilst Ishbel Barr and Hazel 
Hunter replied for the Glen. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Oban Lorn 0 
Cowal & Bute 6
Cowal and Bute beat Oban Lorn 
6-0.

Fay Robertson grabbed a hat-
trick, Heather Ferguson scored 
twice and Zuzka Macova got the 
other.

 
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Ardnamurchan P
The match between the Glasgow 
Mid Argyll seconds and cham-
pions Ardnamurchan at Yoker 
was postponed.

 
Lorn P
Dunadd P
The game between Lorn and 
Dunadd was postponed.Newtonmore’s Archie MacRae and Kyles Athletic’s Grant Irvine in action during Saturday’s match.

Photo: Stephen Lawson

Keeping it in the family - the MacDonalds with the Macaulay Cup - Innes, Kenny and Roddy.
 Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Roddy MacDonald celebrates scoring his fourth goal in the � nal. 
Photo: Kevin McGlynn
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Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

Oban Saints      0          
Motherwell Thistle    3             
SAFL Premier Division

Youth football

Youth shinty

Football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 24, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 01.27 0.7 07.15 3.9 13.29 0.5 19.21 4.1
Fri 02.05 0.8 07.48 3.8 14.07 0.6 19.54 3.9
Sat 02.41 1.0 08.19 3.7 14.43 0.9 20.27 3.7
Sun 03.18 1.3 08.51 3.5 15.21 1.2 21.00 3.5
Mon 03.58 1.5 09.28 3.3 16.03 1.5 21.36 3.2
Tues 04.46 1.7 10.15 3.1 16.53 1.7 22.20 3.0
Wed 05.46 1.9 11.33 2.9 17.52 1.9 23.41 2.8             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

5
17

16

Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 16ºC.
Friday Cloudy with light rain showers
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 17ºC.

Scottish Amateur FL
results and � xtures

Youth Football

Two league defeats in a row as 
Saints go down to Motherwell

Shinty

OBAN and District Sunday 
League football will be 
holding a registration night next 
Wednesday August 30 to sign 
up the next batch of young local 
football talent.
 If anyone is interested in their 
child learning to play football 
in a fun and safe environment,  
the registration will take place 
in the meeting room at Atlantis 
Leisure from 6.30pm to 8pm 
for all children who have just 
started primary one.
 If anyone can’t make it along 
then look on Facebook by 
searching under Oban Primary 
Football and leave details on 
there.
  All of the teams are coached 
by volunteers so the league is 
looking for those interested 
in helping to coach the new 
primary one team to register 
their interest as well.
 All coaches will be PVG 
checked and will be given ap-
propriate SFA coach education.

Registration night 
for Sunday league 
footballers

LAST Saturday’s results: Pre-
mier Division - Oban Saints 0, 
Motherwell Thistle 3; Premier 
One - Campbeltown Pupils no 
game; Premier Two - Duncanrig 
3, Tarbert 0; Lochgilphead Red 
Star 9, Cardross 1.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - East Kilbride 
v Oban Saints; Drumchapel 
Colts v Alba Thistle; Goldenhill 
v Inverclyde; Premier Division 
One - Campbeltown Pupils v 
Kings Park Rangers; Premier 
Division Two - Houston v 
Tarbert; Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Busby.

OBAN Saints first home fixture 
of the 2017-18 season ended in 
a disappointing defeat against 
Motherwell Thistle at Glen-
cruitten last Saturday. After 
the previous weekend’s defeat 
at newly-promoted Hillington, 
Saints manager Alex Craik had 
hoped for an improved display 
on home territory.
 The dismal start to the season 
continued with another tooth-
less display against the South 
Lanarkshire men who followed 
up convincing Centenary Cup 
wins over Kings Park Rangers 
and Duncanrig FP with a 
comfortable victory in their first 
league outing.

Saints welcomed back experi-
enced figures Craig Campbell, 
Paul Carmichael and Keith 
Millar to the starting line-up 
with Alex Craik and Daniel 
Croarkin dropping to the bench 
and youngsters Nathan Allan, 
Cammy Kerr and Kenny Black 
returning to the youth ranks. 

Graham Douglas lined up 
in goal behind a back four of 
Matthew Kelly, skipper Marc 
Maccallum, Craig Campbell 
and Scott Maitland. Willie 

Gemmell was joined in midfield 
by returnees Paul Carmichael 
and Keith Millar. Up front Dean 
Smith lead the line flanked by 
Fraser MacFarlane and Craig 
MacEwan. On the bench were 
Alex Craik, Daniel Croarkin, 
Shaun MacIver, David McPhee 
and David Smith.

Motherwell Thistle had a 
squad of just 12 players and ref-
eree Jimmy Litster, resplendent 
in his pink kit, allowed a 30-min-
ute delay to kick-off pending the 
late arrival of a car load of play-
ers who had experienced some 
mechanical difficulties en-route.

Of the dozen who did eventu-
ally turn up, 10 had featured in 
Thistle’s 3 -2 victory in their only 
previous visit to Oban last April 
contrasting starkly with the 11 
changes in the Saints ranks.

Saints kicked off and opened 
brightly attacking the railway 
end on an excellent Glencruitten 
surface which defied the recent 
heavy rain which continued to 
fall well into the first half. 

Inside the opening minute 
Craig MacEwan hit the top of 
the crossbar from an acute angle 
on the left with Thistle keeper 
Paul Aiton well beaten. In the 
fourth minute Thistle central 
defender James Gibbons made 
a vital interception to halt Paul 
Carmichael’s driving run into 

the 18-yard box. Sixty seconds 
later Dean Smith sent a low shot 
wide of target after a good turn 
20 yards from goal.

Graham Douglas in the Saints 
goal produced a stunning save 
60 seconds later springing high 
to his right to stop a delightful 
curling left foot effort from 
Colin Gillies.

Saints pressed the self destruct 
button on the half hour mark 
sparking a disastrous eight-min-
ute spell which would see the 
visitors race into a three-goal 
lead. 

Another misplaced pass on the 
half-way line was intercepted 
by William McMaster, who 
fed James Faughnan. Paul 
Carmichael’s clumsy challenge 
just inside the Saints box sent 
Faughnan tumbling and had 
referee Litster pointing to the 
penalty spot. Colin Gillies slot-
ted the spot kick low to the right 
of Graham Douglas sending the 
Saints keeper in the opposite 
direction to open the scoring.

Responded
Willie Gemmell responded 

with Saints’ first effort on target 
which Paul Aiton saved well low 
down to his left but more agony 
was to follow in the 32nd minute.

The visitors once again 
ruthlessly exploited Saints’ 
deficiencies with Colin Gillies 
intercepting a wayward pass 
on the Saints’ left, to then find 
James Faughnan in acres of 
space and he lofted the ball over 
the advancing Graham Douglas 
to double the Thistle advantage.

The visitors completed their 

devastating period in the 38th 
minute with an excellently-craft-
ed goal which left Saints with a 
mountain to climb. Colin Gillies 
beat Scott Maitland wide on the 
Thistle right with a delightful 
turn opening up space for him to 
measure a low cross to the front 
post where James Faughnan was 
first to react bagging his second 
goal of the afternoon.

Saints Manager Alex Craik 
made a tactical switch at half-
time moving to a 4-4-2 forma-
tion. This change necessitated 
a personnel change with Fraser 
MacFarlane coming off to be 
replaced by Daniel Croarkin 
taking up the right back berth 
vacated by Matthew Kelly, who 
moved into midfield.

Good early second half pres-
sure from Saints forced a corner 
kick on the right which Willie 
Gemmell placed onto the head 
of Craig MacEwan, bringing 
out a spectacular save from Paul 
Aiton who palmed the ball over 
his crossbar.

Craig Campbell’s afternoon 
came to an end in the 50th 
minute with a recurrence of the 
thigh strain which has plagued 
him for some time. 

David McPhee came on to 
replace Craig in central defence 
slotting in well alongside Marc 
Maccallum on his competitive 
debut for the club.

Saints hit the woodwork for the 
third time in the 54th minute 
when Dean Smith controlled a 
Willie Gemmell pass and raced 
into the box before striking the 
outside of the post with a decent 

effort under pressure from Gary 
Tomlinson. Saints were handed 
a lifeline on the hour mark when 
Anthony Mitchell brought down 
Dean Smith just inside the This-
tle penalty area. Last season’s 
top scorer Craig MacEwan 
accepted the challenge, however 
Paul Aiton has an excellent 
record in those situations and 
dived to his left to block Craig’s 
effort.

Twisted
The injury worries increased 

for Saints in the 68th minute 
when Dean Smith twisted awk-
wardly on his left ankle and had 
to be helped from the field.

Shaun MacIver came on for 
Dean in a straight swap joining 
Craig MacEwan up front.

Saints continued to enjoy the 
majority of possession but with 
a lack of urgency which gave the 
solid Thistle back four far too 
comfortable an afternoon.

Unable to penetrate the visi-
tor’s back line, Saints resorted to 
shots from distance from which 
Paul Aiton produced another 
spectacular save to deny Willie 
Gemmell from 25 yards.

Craig MacEwan followed this 
up with an effort from 20 yards, 
which failed to trouble the 
keeper before Willie Gemmell 
followed suit firing high and 
wide after collecting a Daniel 
Croarkin throw-in from the 
right.

Second half substitute Shaun 
MacIver added to the procession 
of off-target shots firing narrow-
ly wide of the postage stamp 
corner from 22-yards when a 

pass to Craig MacEwan might 
have been a better option.

David Smith joined the action 
replacing Keith Millar in the 
middle of the park.

Mr Litster, who had a good 
game, brought proceedings to a 
close after three added minutes 
consigning Saints to back-to-
back league defeats ahead of the 
daunting prospect of an away 
trip this Saturday to 2015-16 
Premier Division Champions 
East Kilbride.

Saints manager Alex Craik was 
gutted at the end of the game. 

He said: ‘We played well 
enough and had the majority of 
the possession, but we lacked 
penetration up front and we 
gave away three poor goals.

‘We’ve lost seven players 
from last year’s squad and are 
carrying a number of injuries 
so it is going to be a big struggle 
until we get some of the injured 
players back.’

Saints have been drawn at 
home in the first round of the 
Scottish Amatuer Cup where 
they will take on Ayrshire first 
division side Mauchline at Glen-
cruitten on Saturday September 
2. 

They have also been handed 
a home tie in the second round 
of the West of Scotland Cup 
when they face Cambusnethan 
Community. 

This match is scheduled for 
Glencruiten on Saturday Sep-
tember 16.  

Motherwell defender Daniel Young’s well-timed tackle foils
Scott Maitland as keeper Paul Aiton looks on. 

Motherwell keeper Paul Aiton makes a brilliant save palming Craig MacEwan’s header over the bar. Report and photos: Derek Black

LAST weekend’s result - 
League Cup - Under 15s 5, 
Summerston BC 0. Scoring for 
Saints were - Conor Moore (2), 
Toby MacFarlane-Barrow (2), 
and Ryan Barclay.  
 This weekend’s fixtures - 
Drumchapel United Blacks v 
Saints 2005s; Glasgow Red Star 
v Saints 2004s; Finnart v Saints 
2003s; Dumbarton Riverside 
v Saints 2002s; Drumchapel 
United v Saints 2001s.    

PRIOR to the Senior Macaulay 
Final on Saturday three area 
teams representing Oban/Bal-
lachulish, Mid Argyll and Cowal 
and Bute contested a round rob-
in tournament at Glencruitten 
Park.

This tournament showcases 
the best talent across the South 
area at S1 level in the hope that 
it will promote an increase in 
participation at this age group. 

With three teams competing, 
each team played the other twice 
and the winner was decided by 
who topped the group at the end 
of the league games. 

Mid Argyll were up first 
against the Oban area team.  
From the start Oban put pres-
sure on the less-experienced 

Artemis Macaulay S1 tournament
Mid Argyll side and at the end 
of the 16-minute game had 
managed to win by 3-0.

Mid Argyll then faced Cowal 
and Bute and the Cowal area 
team put the same score line 
past Mid Argyll. It was clear 
that the next game would be 
close and it was won by a goal to 
nil against the Oban area team 
which proved decisive in the 
end.

The next round of games 
took place and the younger 
Mid Argyll side, although still 
losing both games, had shown a 
vast improvement getting used 
to the bigger pitch and playing 
12-a-side. 

The final game would be a de-
cider between Cowal and Bute 

and Oban and Ballachulish.  As 
with the first game it was a great 
match with excellent skills and 
tactical awareness demonstrat-
ed.

Despite some clear chances 
for both teams, no goals were 
scored and the Cowal and Bute 
team won by virtue of their 
earlier defeat of Oban and Bal-
lachulish.

The victorious team were pre-
sented their medals and trophy 
by Camanachd Association 
president Jim Barr and thanks 
went to the MacAulay Associa-
tion and Artemis which kindly 
sponsored the event this year. Winners of the Macaulay S1 tournament were Cowal and Bute

Murdoch ‘Murdie’ 
Cameron, Glasgow 
Skye Shinty Club

ONE OF the last members of 
the Glasgow Skye Shinty Club 
has died at home in Hamilton 
aged 83. Murdoch (Murdie 
or Lochiel) was brought up in 
Hamilton and was coached as a 
youngster by his uncle Donald 
Dunn, a well-known Ballachu-
lish and Glasgow exponent of 
the caman.  
 He played for Glasgow Skye 
and was their last secretary 
when they folded in 1959. He 
then played for a couple of 
seasons with Glasgow Mid-Ar-
gyll.
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Town traffi c 
survey to 
delay any 
A82 upgrade
ANY potential plans to upgrade 
the A82 in Fort William could 
be delayed until winter next year 
due to lengthy traffic congestion 
surveys.

Transport Scotland announced 
that updates to its ‘traffic mod-
elling’ of Fort William will not 
be completed until spring 2018, 
thwarting any plans to work on 
the road before next summer.

A spokesperson for Transport 
Scotland said: ‘Transport Scot-
land have commissioned traffic 
counts with a view to updating 
our existing “summer” traffic 
model. This work will inform a 
review of existing traffic issues 
and consideration of potential 
small-scale options which could 
improve the safe and efficient 
operation of the trunk road 
network through Fort William.

‘We hope to have the model 
development and testing com-
plete by spring 2018.’

Stewart MacLean of the A82 
Partnership said: ‘We’re going 
to write to Transport Scotland 
again to try to bring the com-
pletion date forward as we want 
work to be done this winter, in 
time for next season.’

Concerns were also raised over 
Transport Scotland’s mention 
of ‘small-scale options’ to ease 
the congestion. Chairman 
Councillor Brian Murphy said: 
‘They can tweak the current 
road as much as they like but it 
will never be able to cope with 
the traffic. The infrastructure is 
completely inadequate.’ 

Transport Scotland will be 
conducting traffic counts in Fort 
William on Friday August 25.

Wet but warm welcome for cruise ship
HER GIANT anchor splashed 
down into the cold waters of 
Loch Linnhe shortly before 
daybreak last Friday.

And at 28,613 tons and 674 
feet, the Fred Olsen Cruise 
Lines’ Black Watch made an 
impressive sight as she rode at 
anchor just off Fort William 
until mid-afternoon.

This was the Black Watch’s 
second visit to Fort William 
this year and the last of the six 
liners to call this season, and 
local organisations made sure 
the red carpet was rolled out 
for those passengers and crew 
who took the opportunity to 
come ashore.

The Fort William Marina 
and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC) had organised 
volunteers to welcome the 
visitors and there was a busy 
programme of street enter-
tainment and activities laid on.

Despite the rain, a steady 
stream of passengers and 
crew came ashore throughout 
the day, with some taking the 
opportunity to go on tours 
to Glencoe, Glenfinnan and 
Nevis Range.

There was also a craft fair, 
plus talks on Fort William and 
wildlife in the Geopark, while 
the Community Wind Band 
played in Cameron Square, 
followed by a demonstration 
by the Lochaber branch of the 
Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Club.

Even with such poor weather, 
a number of town retailers re-
ported an increase in takings 

Sarah Kennedy, left, and Kate Forbes MSP receive a ship’s plaque from Black Watch captain 
Henrik Mattsson. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Fears for Strontian care home 
future after temporary closure
ELDERLY residents at a care 
home in Strontian are being 
forced to relocate due to the 
temporary closure of the building 
as NHS Highland fails to give 
assurances about the future of 
the service.

NHS Highland announced this 
week that Dail Mhor Care Home 
will temporarily close on Monday 
(August 28) due to ‘significant 
issues with the plumbing’.

In a statement released on 
Tuesday, a spokesperson for the 
NHS said: ‘While immediate 
contingency measures were put 
in place, other faults at the home 
have since been identified.

‘Because the work and further 
assessment cannot take place 
with the residents in the building, 
alternative arrangements have 
been put in place for the home’s 
five current residents.’

NHS Highland confirmed it 
was not in a position to provide 
any assurances about the long-
term future of the home at this 
stage.

Dail Mhor, owned by Highland 
Council and managed by NHS 
Highland, is currently home to 
five permanent residents, with 
another respite care bed in use, 
and employs 14 people from the 
community.

The closure means the five 
elderly residents have moved to 
either Fort William, 23 miles 
away, or Mallaig, 45 miles away.

The spokesperson continued: 
‘Following discussions with 
residents, their families and staff, 
three residents will be transferred 
to Invernevis House in Fort Wil-
liam, one to the MacIntosh Cen-
tre in Mallaig and one to Moss 
Park. All the moves are planned 

to be completed by next week.’
Located in the heart of Stron-

tian, Dail Mhor Care Home 
adjoins the local GP surgery as 
well as the village hall and Stron-
tian Primary School, which are 
all served by the same plumbing 
system. However, Dail Mhor is 
the only facility being forced to 
close.

Marie Law, district manager 
for NHS Highland in Lochaber, 
explained: ‘More detailed investi-
gation work will now be required. 
This will take place as soon as 
possible.’

Sunart Community Council 
has expressed concerns that the 
temporary closure and forthcom-
ing review of the facilities could 
be used as a reason to close the 
home permanently.

In a letter to the heads of High-
land Council and NHS Highland, 
secretary John Jones, writing on 
behalf of the community council, 
said: ‘The clear perception is that 
care homes such as Dail Mhor 
are vulnerable to closure, and this 
is what is happening – closure by 
stealth.

‘We conclude that officials 
are attempting to close our 
care home under the guise of 
maintenance rather than taking 
this opportunity to put in place 
a holistic, centre-based care plan 
for the peninsula.’

Mr Jones raised concerns over 
the lack of assurances given by 
NHS Highland about the future 
of Dail Mhor, stating that those 
dependent on respite care or 
with loved ones in the home have 
been left ‘dangling on a thread of 
uncertainty’.

He added: ‘We recognise 
repairs are probably required but 
can’t see why residents and staff 
have to be moved out at this time, 
or that this is the only option.’

of between five and 10 per cent 
as a result of the Black Watch’s 
visit, with one shop reporting 
a 15 per cent boost in takings.

Aboard the ship, local MSP 
Kate Forbes was among those 
given a tour of the vessel. 

She presented a bottle of 
Ben Nevis Whisky to the 
Black Watch’s captain, Hen-
rik Mattsson. He, in turn, 
presented a plaque from the 

Black Watch to both Kate 
Forbes MSP and Sarah Ken-
nedy, company secretary of 
FWMSC.

Ms Forbes later toured the 
town, as well as meeting with 
members of the Fort William 
Town Team Committee who 
highlighted recent improve-
ments for visitors and residents 
alike.

Mrs Kennedy said it had 

been a successful visit by both 
the cruise liner and Ms Forbes, 
adding: ‘Great memories were 
made by all involved in the 
event.

‘We are delighted that it went 
so well and we look forward to 
welcoming five cruise ships 
to Fort William in 2018 and 
anticipate this to increase 
significantly in 2019 with four 
bookings already received.’

SUNDAY’S fatal road accident 
just south of Glencoe village has 
re-ignited calls for Fort William 
to get its own unit of police 
crash investigators, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

Adam Johnston, 56, died 
following the crash involving 
his Kawasaki bike on the A82 
shortly before 1.30pm.

No other vehicle was involved, 
and the road was closed in both 
directions and did not re-open 
until just after 8pm.

Many drivers heading for 
Glencoe village were turned 
back for a diversion south, but 
a large number opted to use 
the minor road near Clachaig 
Inn. Consequently, drivers were 

snarled up in traffic jams for 
hours, with a number reporting 
damage to their vehicles as they 
funnelled along the single- track 
road.

In one of many posts on the 
A82 Roadwatch Facebook 
page, a Ballachulish resident 
described chaos and damage to 
vehicles, saying it was surprising 
there were not more serious 
accidents. He added that he saw 
no police presence on the old 
road: ‘I know the police were 
dealing with more a serious 
incident on the main road, but 
there could have been another 
few on this single-track road.’

At this week’s meeting of 
Highland Council’s Lochaber 

Area Committee, chairman 
Andrew Baxter raised the 
issue with Chief Inspector Bob 
Mackay, area commander for 
South Highland.

Speaking afterwards, Mr Bax-
ter, councillor for Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan, told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘I asked at the 
meeting whether we could have 
confidence that our local police 
are not being overstretched at 
weekends and in the evenings.
Part of the issue is that the near-
est police road investigations 
unit has to come from Dingwall.

‘I raised the issue of an acci-
dent investigations unit being 
based in Fort William, which 
was promised more than a year 

ago, and which has never mate-
rialised.’

Mr Baxter, who acknowledged 
there can be significant delays 
in re-opening roads after seri-
ous accidents, added: ‘Chief In-
spector Mackay suggested there 
might be one officer who could 
go through that training but I 
still don’t think that is enough.’

Asked to comment, Police 
Scotland’s Inspector Neil Lums-
den said: ‘The opportunity to 
upskill and develop our staff is 
something that we will always 
look to do where possible and 
it something that is constantly 
reviewed as the Fort Wil-
liam Road Policing Unit contin-
ues to develop.’

Calls for police crash unit in Fort

NEILL BO FINLAYSON
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Grab your seats...Grab Grab • Glenfi nnan Gathering
• Appin Show
• Win 2 nights at 
    Dunkeld House Hotel
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www.lochaberagriculturalshow.co.uk

Lochaber 
Agricultural 

Show & Family 
Fun Day Out

120th Lochaber Agricultural Show 
& Family Fun Day will be held on 

Saturday 26th August 2017

 CASTLE FARM, HAPPY VALLEY
Showfi eld Opens 9.30am

Entry Adult £8  Concessions £6   School children Free

Livestock Judging •  Handicrafts 
Argo Cat rides  •  Laser Clay pidgeon shooting 

Kids slide & Bouncy Castle
Birds of Prey on display •  Ferret DisplayBirds of Prey on display •  Ferret Display

www.lochaberagriculturalshow.co.uk

Saturday 

August 26

Inverlochy 

Castle Farm

9.30am

Learn to Ring this September 
@ the Tulloch Ringing Centre, 

near Roy Bridge
Bellringing is the perfect mix of 
physical exertion and mental 

stimulation, producing one of the 
best loved musical sounds. 

The Tulloch Ringing Centre 
is hosting a one week 

‘Learn to Ring’ course from 
Mon Sept 18th – Fri Sept 22nd. 

In a social, team setting the course 
cost is £25 for Lochaber residents 

and £50 for all others.

For more info about the course see  
www.tullochbells.com
& general information about 

ringing in Scotland can be found: 
www.SACR.org. Any questions? 
Email tullochbells@gmail.com
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Council backs Skye Fairy 
Pools project with £100k
COUNCILLORS have 
approved the allocation of a 
six-figure sum to a community 
group that wants to improve the 
facilities at Skye’s famous Fairy 
Pools.

Members of the Highland 
Council approved the allocation 
of £100,000 from the Town 
and Countryside Regeneration 
budget, which will be used to 
upgrade facilities at the Fairy 
Pools near Glenbrittle. The 
funding will be used to build 
a bigger car park, improve the 
road surface and install toilet 
facilities at the popular tourist 
attraction.

The project aims to alleviate 
escalating problems with traffic 
and visitor management at the 
scenic spot which attracted 
100,000 visitors last year.

The Minginish Community 
Hall Association, the group be-
hind the project, hopes the grant 
will encourage more donors to 

come forward.
Project officer for the associ-

ation Richard Powell said: ‘The 
£100,000 allocated to the pro-
ject is great news. We have been 
working with Highland Council 
since the start and couldn’t have 
got this far without its support. 
It has already provided some 

financial backing to the work 
done so far, but this large sum 
towards the infrastructure work 
will allow us to start making real 
progress and hopefully will per-
suade other grant funders that 
the project is worth supporting.’

 Although a sizeable figure, the 
£100,000 investment will count 

for just a fifth of the overall 
budget for the planned works.

Mr Powell explained: ‘Overall, 
the project is forecast to cost 
in the region of £500,000, but 
we hope this first lot of money 
will allow us to at least access 
enough funds to begin work this 
winter.’

The team’s plan is to expand 
the car park to a total of 157 
spaces, although there are 
also ambitions to build toilet 
facilities and erect information 
boards, all in-keeping with the 
landscape.

It is hoped that this will be the 
first step to solving the problems 
of overcrowding and congestion 
on the small, single-track road, 
which has at times impacted on 
emergency services’ response 
time.

Mr Powell continued: ‘Al-
though we may not initially be 
able to stop everyone parking 
on the verges, removing an 
additional 100 cars will make a 
huge difference and hopefully 
prevent the mountain rescue 

being delayed again.’
The news of the funding, and 

the beginning of works, will be 
welcome relief to many of the 
residents who live or work near 
Glenbrittle and the surrounding 
area.

Skye councillor Calum Ma-
cLeod, who helped to approve 
the funding, commented: ‘This 
has been long overdue. 

‘Numbers of visitors to the 
Fairy Pools have been increas-
ing and for that we are grateful. 
This brings a lot of opportunities 
but also a lot of challenges, and 
so it is good to see community 
groups working to improve the 
situation.

‘The Fairy Pools is just one 
of many visitor pinch points on 
Skye. We’re trying to minimise 
damaging headlines about tour-
ism on the island as it’s such a 
big economic force, so it’s about 
just trying to manage visitors’ 
and locals’ expectations. New 
facilities will make a huge dif-
ference as the attraction is not 
coping at all at the moment.’

Just a glimpse of the problem at the Fairy Pools, despite No 
Parking signs. 

KYLE and Lochalsh Community 
Trust has said it is hoping to expand 
the village’s community pontoons.

The group announced on its 
Facebook page that, following the 
positive response to the existing fa-
cilities, it hopes to expand the num-
ber of berths from 22 to 65, as well as 
laying five additional moorings and 
constructing a breakwater.

The group publicised its ambitions 
online in an attempt to gauge public 
interest before beginning the search 
for funding.

In a public post on the Facebook 
page, the trust explained: ‘We will 
need a number of funding sources 
to cover the project costs. It is not 
guaranteed that we will manage to 
secure the funding and even if we 

do in the next six to 12 months, the 
project is not likely to be completed 
until 2019.’

The pontoons are currently man-
aged by volunteers, however, the 
group hopes that with the expansion 
of the facility it will be in a position 
to employ up to two people.

The trust continued: ‘We feel 
that Kyle has a lot of potential for 
marine tourism and if we combine 
this project with our plans to develop 
recreational activities on the Plock 
then we will be able to bring much 
more business to the area without 
having an impact on car park spaces.’

The trust is keen to find out if there 
is a need for other marine projects in 
the area and is open to suggestions 
from the community.

Trust announces 
plans to expand 
Kyle pontoons

Kyle Community Pontoons currently have up to 22 berths available.

Sleat forest 
project 
given lottery 
cash boost
SLEAT Community Trust has 
been awarded £20,000 for the 
Tormore Forest renewal project, 
thanks to players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

Tormore Forest is being felled 
in controlled stages under local 
ownership by the Sleat Com-
munity Trust but now, thanks 
to funding from Postcode Local 
Trust, volunteers will soon be 
able to grow new tree stock 
for the forest in their own tree 
nursery.

A path network for walking 
and cycling is also planned 
and research into the history, 
archaeology and environment of 
the forest is set to create infor-
mation and interpretive boards 
for everyone to enjoy.

People of all ages and abilities 
will benefit from the improve-
ments to the existing sustainable 
woodland resource as the grant 
will provide greater recreational 
opportunities as well as learning 
initiatives.

Henrik Micski, chairman  
of Sleat Renewables Limited,  
said: ‘This exciting project 
will provide native hardwood 
saplings for local people to 
replant, thereby sustaining our 
community wood fuel supply 
and providing a forest for future 
generations to enjoy.’

The main work will be com-
pleted in the next 12 months by 
community volunteers advised 
and assisted by local expertise 
including educational institu-
tions, health care providers, for-
estry experts and land managers 
to ensure that the very best can 
be made of the grant funding.

The tree nursery will provide 
the opportunity to learn new 
horticultural skills and the trust 
is looking forward to working 
with the local community, 
schools and colleges, mental 
health support groups and 
young carers. 

In addition, improvements and 
extentions to the path networks 
aim to provide greater recrea-
tional opportunities increasing 
the well-being of everyone  
involved. Postcode Local Trust 
is a grant-giving charity funded 
entirely by players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

� The Lochaber Agricultural Show and 
Family Day takes place this Saturday, 
August 26, at Inverlochy Castle Farm, 
Happy Valley, with ring entertainment 
from midday and local stock and 
handicrafts being judged throughout 
the morning. Entry is £8 per adult, £6 
concessions. Children go free but must 
be accompanied by an adult.
� Support Lochaber craft producers 
will be at the Nether Lochaber Craft 
Fayre on Saturday August 26 in the 
Nether Lochaber Hall, Onich from 
10am to 4pm. There will also be soup, 
cakes and other refreshments on 
o� er. Contact Berit on 01397 705539 
for more information. 
� Fort William Community Fire Station 
is hosting an open day on Tuesday 
August 29, in partnership with 
Lochaber Road Safety Group. From 
7pm to 9pm in the evening, anyone 
is welcome to come and see the work 
that Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
do in the community. 

On Saturday September 2, the 
� re station will also be running a 
multi-agency event aimed at helping 
reduce road injuries and deaths in the 
area. More details will be announced 
closer to the date.
� Richard Drysdale is coming to Fort 
William to present a talk on his book 
State of Emergency at the Aye2Aye 
shop on the High Street. The talk will 
take place on Monday August 28 at 
7pm and it is free entry.
� The Mód Shop will be open for 
business from Thursday August 31 on 
the High Street. It will be open three 
days a week – Thursday, Friday, Sat-
urday – from 11am to 3pm until the 
beginning of October; then open � ve 
days a week. It will open throughout 
the Royal National Mód, which is in 
Fort William this year, and will close 
on October 21, the last day of the 
festival. 

The Lochaber Mód committee is 
still looking for volunteers. If anyone 
is interested contact Isobel Campbell 
on 01397 703819.
� The Sunart Centre Cinema in Stron-
tian will be screening the � lm Hidden 
Figures tomorrow, Friday August 
25. The � lm tells the story of three 
African-American women working 
at NASA.   The � lm starts at 7.30pm, 
tickets £5 (under-18s £3) at the door.
� The Royal Scottish Country Dance 
Society of Lochaber is hosting a num-
ber of events – on Friday September 
8, there will be two sets by The Sorries 
and a Scottish Country Dance set per-
formed by Angela Young, starting at 
7.30pm at the Ben Nevis Hotel, North 
Road, Fort WIlliam. Tickets are £8.

Morning classes will be held on Sat-
urday September 9, at the Kilmallie 
Community Centre in Corpach from 
10am to 11.15am and from 11.35am to 
12.50pm. Classes cost £4 each.

David Cunningham and his band 
will be performing on Saturday 
evening in the Kilmallie Comunity 
Centre from 7.30pm to 11.30pm. 
Tickets cost £10.

COUNCIL officers have dis-
missed reports this week that 
there are plans to close the 
Stromeferry Bypass for several 
weeks next spring, writes Neill 
Bo Finlayson.

The head of infrastructure at 
Highland Council, Colin How-
ell, has responded to reports 
claiming that the A890 bypass 
will be closed for several weeks 
next year, insisting that no 
traffic management plans have 
been made yet and talks are 
still on-going.

This comes after the council 
announced plans to spend £1 
million to remove unstable 
rock from the road-side, which 
will require ‘significant traffic 
management’. 

Following a council com-
mittee meeting on the issue, 
reports claimed the council 
were planning to close the 
road to conduct the work.

In a statement issued on 
Thursday last week, Mr 
Howell explained that in an 
interview with the BBC he said 
that they were in the middle of 

planning the works. He stated: 
‘I was asked if I could confirm 
that there would not be a road 
closure and I wasn’t able to 
confirm this. Sadly it has been 
reported that there will be 
road closures.’

The maintenance works, 
which the Highland Council 
said will cost about £1million, 
will be one of a series of 
projects intended to protect 
that section of the A890 from 
landslides.

The Stromeferry Bypass 
helps to connect Lochcarron 
to Plockton and its high 
school, and eventually with 
Kyle, on the opposite side of 
Loch Carron.

The road has been subject 
to a number of landslides and 
rockfalls over the past few 
years causing closures, leaving 
drivers facing a 140-mile 
diversion instead of the usual 
18 miles. Most notably, after 
a landslide in December 2011, 
the bypass was shut for four 
months.

Mr Howell continued: ‘I 

did commit that the council 
would do everything it could 
to minimise the impact to the 
travelling public and when we 
are further developed we shall 
undertake publicity to ensure 
the wider communities are 
aware of our proposals. 

‘We are working on this and 
will look to start the works 
early in 2018.’

In response to this statement, 
MSP for the Highlands, Rhoda 
Grant, said: ‘I do hope that the 
fact that Highland Council 
plans are still at an early stage 
will reassure the local commu-
nity that all options are being 
looked at and plans have not 
been finalised.’

Mrs Grant, who has been 
heavily involved with the 
Stromeferry Bypass for many 
years, continued: ‘It would 
not be acceptable to have this 
road closed again and I hope 
an alternative solution will be 
found both to ensure that this 
work is carried out and allows 
traffic to safely pass at the 
same time.’

No current plans to close 
Stromeferry bypass

URRAS AN Eilein, the Skye 
Gaelic Trust, is offering a 
prize of £500 for Skye’s Young 
Gaelic Person of the Year.

The prize will be awarded to 
any person under the age of 
30 from Skye or with a close 
connection, or working in 
Skye, who has made a signif-
icant contribution to the use 
and promotion of Gaelic. This 

may be in any sphere, such as 
business, commerce, music, 
the arts, drama, education or 
the media.

Nominations should be sent, 
before Friday September 15, to 
the trust administrator, Mur-
do N. Beaton at his address 
- An Cairidh, Struan, Isle of 
Skye, IV56 8FJ - or via email 
to mnb@ancairidh.co.uk.

POLICE in the Highlands and 
Islands have made 43 recover-
ies of controlled drugs in the 
last week alone.

Police searched a car in the 
Fort William area early on 
the morning of August 17, 
and recovered a substantial 
quantity of drugs, believed to 
be amphetamines.

Activity has been carried 
out across the region, with re-
coveries in Shetland, Orkney, 
Caithness, Sutherland, Inver-
ness and the south Highland 

area. Detective Chief Inspec-
tor Michael Sutherland said: 
‘These recoveries give clear 
evidence we will not tolerate 
drugs in our communities. 
These criminals do not care 
how their actions affect those 
living in the north of Scotland 
as they prey on the most vul-
nerable in our communities.

‘Intercepting drugs bound 
for our streets is a priority 
locally in the Highlands and 
islands and across Police 
Scotland.’

Nominate Skye’s young 
Gaelic person of the year

Highland crackdown on 
drugs proves successful

WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber

STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS?
start by calling Business Gateway 
Starting up your own business
could be the best career move
you ever make. If you want to
make your business dream a
reality, but don’t quite know
where to start, we can help.

Business Gateway Highland
offers the information, advice,
workshops and online tools you
need to help you set up your
business with confidence.
Whatever stage you’re at, we
can help. All of our services are
provided FREE of charge.

So if you’re thinking about
starting a business, make us
your first call.

Business Gateway helped

me turn my idea into a

viable business
Amanda Latham, Define Style Consultancy

Be your own boss. Visit bgateway.com/highland 
or call 01463 898466

We can help with

• Free Business Plan Template

• Free Business Plan Checklist

• Start Up Business Advice

• Routes to Finance

Must be booked at least two 
days in advance of travel.

ADVANCE

SINGLE
£16

 
*

RETURN
£28.60

citylink.co.uk

Travel to Glasgow 
from Fort William 

by express coach!
Save up to 40% with our great 

value advance fares –
they’re just the ticket!

*Advance Singles are available in limited numbers across selected routes only.
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A BUS driver who was assault-
ed by a passenger told a trial at 
Fort William Court last week 
how he feared his eyeball was 
going to be gouged out in an 
attack.

Paul Farrell, of Carnoch, 
Glencoe, had denied assaulting 
bus driver Ronnie McAlister at 
the bus station in Fort William 
on January 4.

Farrell, 47, who told the court 
he was registered disabled, was 
accused of putting a headlock 
on Mr McAlister, striking him 
on the head and causing him to 
fall to the ground, and kicking 
him on the head when he was on 
the ground.

Farrell claimed he had ‘stuck 
the head’ on Mr McAlister, 
58, in self-defence as he was in 
fear of being attacked by the  
employee.

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald 
heard the incident started when 

Farrell had asked two women 
passengers on the Fort William 
to Glasgow service, who were 
sitting in two seats reserved for 
disabled passengers, if they had 
disability passes.

Giving evidence for the 
Crown, Mr McAlister, who has 
been a bus driver for 16 years, 
said Farrell had his phone out 
filming the two women.

The court also heard that Fort 
William station stance control-
ler Helen Neil had boarded 
the bus to count passenger 
numbers.

Farrell had started filming her 
also and she had asked him to 
stop and the Glasgow-bound 
driver had told Farrell he was 
refusing to take him to Glasgow.

‘He was told to put the phone 
away and when he wouldn’t the 
Glasgow driver took the phone 
from Mr Farrell and placed 
it outside the bus on top of a 
wheelie bin,’ said Mr McAlister.

Ms Neil and Mr McAlister 
had then walked along the 
stance while Farrell, walking 
some distance away, continued 
to film the two bus company 

employees. Mr McAlister had 
then grabbed the phone from 
Farrell and he told the court 
it was then, while he and Ms 
Neil were walking away, that 
he heard footsteps running up 
behind him just before he was 
put in a headlock by Farrell.

‘His finger went into my right 
eye and it felt like he was trying 
to pull my eyeball out of its 
socket. My head went down and 
then I got either a knee or kick 
to the head,’ he said.

Ms Neil at this point had 
knelt down behind the prone 
bus driver to shield him and a 
bystander, local caravan park 
operator Colin Wood, who also 
gave evidence, had shouted at 
Farrell.

Mr McAlister had required 
hospital treatment for his eye 
injury and was told he was lucky 
not to have lost his eye in the 
incident.

It later emerged Farrell did 
not want to sit in the front seats 
and simply felt aggrieved that, 
as a disabled person himself, 
that they should not be sitting 
there.

In his defence, Farrell said he 
had been registered disabled 
since 2000 and as a result of 
previous injustices he had suf-
fered during his life, he used his 
phone to film situations to make 
sure he is not victimised.

Farrell claimed the second 
time Mr McAlister had snatched 
his phone from him, the bus 
driver had come towards him in 
an agressive manner.

‘I had a bag in one hand and 
my phone in the other so I had 
no option but to put the head on 
him. The headbutt had no ef-
fect; I kept asking for my phone, 
he came towards me, I stuck my 
hand up and he walked straight 
into it and I obviously caught 

him in the eye. Absolutely it was 
self-defence.’

Finding Farrell guilty, Sheriff 
Eilidh MacDonald said, not 
withstanding the issue of 
whether Mr McAlister’s actions 
as part of his employment were 
entirely proper and whether 
some people should have acted 
a bit more wisely, Farrell was 
guilty of assault.

She told Farrell: ‘I have no hes-
itation in finding the evidence 
of Mr McAlister credible and 
reliable, whereas your evidence 
was wholly incredible, inconsist-
ent and was not self-defence as 
you made out.

‘There may have been provo-
cation, but it did not deserve the 
action you gave.’

Sentence was deferred until 
September 12 for the prepa-
ration of a Criminal Justice 
Social Work report and bail was 
continued.

FORT WILLIAM Sheriff Court 
last week heard how a man 
wants to reconcile with his wife, 
despite the fact she tried to stab 
him with a bread knife during an 
argument.

The possible rapprochment 
emerged during a sentencing 
appearance for Heather MacLe-
od, of Glen Nevis Place, Fort 
William.

MacLeod, 52, had pleaded 
guilty at an earlier court date 
to assaulting her husband at 
their home on September 15, by 
brandishing the bread knife at 
him, then lunging at him in an 
attempt to stab him and causing 

an injury to his hand. MacLeod 
had also pleaded guilty to 
repeatedly hitting her husband 
on the head later that same day 
at a property in Lochside Apart-
ments, in Achintore Road, Fort 
William.

Defence agent Hamish Mel-
rose told the court the row had 
originally erupted after MacLe-
od accused her husband of not 
spending enough time with her 
and this involved her shouting 
and screaming in the family 
home in Nevis Place.

Mr Melrose explained: ‘She 
then picked up a black-handled 
bread knife in the kitchen and 

lunged at him, but her husband 
managed to grab her arm and 
disarmed her.

‘[Her husband] then left the 
house and when he returned lat-
er, he found her to have calmed 
down. [Her husband] then went 
to the Volunteer Arms and was 
shortly afterwards joined by Ms 
MacLeod.

‘After 30 minutes, [he] felt 
that he needed to create some 
distance and left, leaving his 
wife behind.’

Mr Melrose told the court 
how MacLeod’s husband had 
headed to a friend’s house at 
Lochside Apartments, and had 

a few drinks. He continued: ‘But 
there was then loud bangs at the 
front door, soon after which Ms 
MacLeod barged into the hall-
way and proceeded to hit [her 
husband] about 12 times on the 
face with her fists.

‘[He] managed to eventually 
restrain her and force her out 
of the flat and residents had 
phoned the police who arrived 
and detained the accused.

‘She told the police officers 
that she had been going to stab 
him and had tried to stab him 
earlier that morning.’

Mr Melrose said his client had 
never been in trouble before and 

had immediately admitted the 
offences to police. MacLeod had 
also pleaded guilty at the outset 
of court proceedings in July, 
he said, and had accepted the 
sequence of events as narrated 
by the Crown.

Mr Melrose said MacLeod and 
her husband had remained apart 
for a year, with her husband 
living on Skye. The solicitor 
added that he had also received 
an unprompted letter from 
Mr MacRae and a character 
reference from Ms MacLeod’s 
employer.

‘She accepts the offences are 
serious,’ said Mr Melrose, who 

mentioned that his client and her 
husband now wished to resume 
their relationship.

‘She acted out of character due 
to a degree of friction between 
the parties which has now all 
been resolved,’ said Mr Melrose, 
who added that MacLeod’s hus-
band had not required medical 
attention as a result of either 
assault.

Sheriff Eilidh MacDonald 
ordered MacLeod to carry out 
100 hours of unpaid work in 
the community for the assault 
with the knife, and admonished 
her for the assault by hitting her 
husband with her hands.

A FORT WILLIAM man who 
was found guilty of having sex 
with an underage schoolgirl has 
failed to have his conviction 
overturned.

Angus Francis was jailed for 
18 months last November fol-
lowing a trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court.

Francis – who has served his 
sentence – returned to the dock 
for an appeal court hearing at 
the High Court in Glasgow.

His legal team argued his 
conviction should be quashed.

Dale Hughes, defending, said 
certain evidence relating to 
the girl had apparently led to 
a ‘skewed account’ during the 
trial.

The advocate described it as a 
‘wholly inaccurate’ and ‘unfair 
position’.

Mr Hughes further said the 
prosecution had been ‘oppres-
sive’ in connection with this 
testimony.

After considering the claims, 
Lord Carloway – sitting with 
Lords Menzies and Brodie – on 
Friday August 18 refused the 
appeal.

Francis was jailed last year 
after a sheriff said it was ‘abun-
dantly plain’ the girl was ‘open 
or at least susceptible to abuse’ 
due to her vulnerability.

As well as the prison term, 
Francis was also ordered to be 
supervised for a further three 
years.

Fort William 
man fails 
to have 
conviction 
overturned

Angry wife assaulted husband with bread knife

Bus driver feared his eye would 
be gouged out during assault

Fort William Sheri�  Court
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E X Q U I S I T E  B E S P O K E  K I T C H E N S

CAIRNGORM

The stunning  
German  

kitchen range.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness  01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin  01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso 01847 894956

AS THE rain hammered down, 
a hardy crowd of spectators 
descended on the atmospheric 
shores of Loch Shiel to experi-
ence one of the wettest Glen-
finnan Highland Gathering in 
history.

A highlight of the Highland 
games’ calendar, due to its loca-
tion and historical significance, 
Saturday’s Glenfinnan games 
once again delivered a jovial 
afternoon, celebrating the best 
of Highland culture.

Chieftan of the gathering this 
year Tearlach MacFarlane said: 
‘It’s a big special event. At the 
games of old it was a day where 
people from Ardnamurchan to 
Knoydart would gather and it 
was always a great opportunity 
to meet old friends.

‘Things are a wee bit different 
now. People are much more 
connected so it’s less of an 
occasion when we all meet. 

‘There are also more and 
more visitors and tourists com-
ing each year.’

At midday on Saturday, Loch-
aber Pipe Band marched from 
the Glenfinnan Monument to 
the games field to mark the 
opening of the event. 

A busy schedule of dancing, 
piping, heavy events and ath-
letics soon got under way as 
competitors defied the wintery 
conditions to put on a show for 
locals and visitors.

The highlight of the day was 
the hill race where Iain MacK-
ellaig took first place. 

Iain was running the race in 
memory of his father, Ronnie 
MacKellaig MBE, who passed 
away late last year. 

Ronnie was a well-known and 
well-respected Glenfinnan man 
and so it was a fitting tribute 
that Iain, now in his forties, was 
the first runner to appear back 
at the games field. 

Not too far behind him was 
Kate Tuer, the fastest lady 
home in the hill race.

A number of stalls and tents 
were dotted along the ringside, 
providing food, beer, crafts and 
historical information. One 
of the busier stalls of the day 
was that of the Clan Cameron 
Association.

MSP Donald Cameron, son of 
Donald Cameron 27th Lochiel, 
chief of the Clan Cameron, 
made his annual trip to the 
Glenfinnan Gathering with his 
family, both young and old. 

He said: ‘I’ve been coming to 
the games since I was a child 

and remember doing the march 
with my father. We’re here 
every year – it’s a major event 
for us as a clan and a family.’

As the dust settled on another 
busy Glenfinnan Highland 
Gathering, secretary Alistair 
Gibson had time to reflect on 
the event.

He said: ‘Those that didn’t 
come missed out on a great day. 
The weather was a bit testing 
and trying but it was a great 
atmosphere.’

He continued: ‘It was a great 
gathering, in the truest sense 
of the word. Today was not just 
about sporting endeavours but 
the emphasis was on bringing 
people together.’

Charlie and Alistair would 
like to thank all of the volun-
teers and everyone who turned 
out to take part or just experi-
ence the Glenfinnan Highland 
Gathering.

For full list of results visit 
www.lochabertimes.co.uk

Downpours fail to dampen spirits 
at Glenfi nnan Highland Gathering

Clockwise from far left: Findlay 
Robertson had the honour of 
unfurling the � ag at this year’s 
games. F33 Glen� nnan Games 03JP; 
Jacobites on the charge. F33 

Glen� nnan Games 09JP; The gathering 
chieftain, Tearlach MacFarlane, 
making the opening speech. F33 

Glen� nnan Games 04JP; Score keeper, 
Nick Thompson, headteacher at 
Lundavra Primary School, sees 
the funny side after slipping on 
the wet grass. F33 Glen� nnan Games 

13JP; Ewan Frost-Pennington 
from Cumbria savouring the 
Highland conditions. F33 Glen� nnan 

Games 02JP; Katie Taylor dances 
the swords. F33 Glen� nnan Games 10JP; 
Lochaber Pipe Band opening 
the games with a march from 
the monument. F33 Glen� nnan 

Games 07JP; The 100-yard dash 
was won by Glen� nnan local 
Lewis Gibson, second from left. 
F33 Glen� nnan Games 08JP; Lochaber 
Pipe Band stoically marching 
through the downpours. F33 

Glen� nnan Games 06JP. 

All photographs: 
Abrightside Photography.

MacKellaig Cup, for adult open 
dance: Laura Smith; Mairi Rae 
Quaich, for adult swords: Dara 
Wood; Glen� nnan House Tro-
phy, for junior open dance: Isla 
MacKenzie; MacGuire Cup, for 
open dance (8-11): Katie Taylor.

Peto Cup: Peter Whitehead; Ma-
cLeod Cup, for 22lb hammer: 
Ali Davidson; MacMillan Cup, 
athletics: Fred Dear; Conaglen 
Trophy, tug o’ war: Conaglen; 
Lang Cup, heavy events: Peter 
Whitehead.

TROPHIES
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Fort cinema group 
plans given go ahead
PLANS to bring a cinema back 
to Fort William have been 
given the go ahead by Highland 
Council.

Lochaber Cinema Group 
(LCG) unveiled their plans at 
a drop-in consultation session 
on Saturday afternoon to build 
a two-screen, 133 capacity cine-
ma facility in the centre of Fort 
William.

The detailed plans, which have 
been granted planning permis-
sion by the council, outline 
how two units at Airds Cross 
(formerly Wynnes Butcher 
and Oceans takeaway) will be 
converted into a cinema with an 
estimated cost in the region of 
£600,000.

Marie MacPherson, of LCG, 
said: ‘Previous cinema projects 
in the town have fallen through 
at this stage so after a year of 
talking about it, to get to this 
stage is really good. It’s been 
a long, hard slog to get to the 
point of planning - a lot of time 
has been put into it.’

Stephen Fair, of Fair Planning 
and Design, said: ‘It’s all gone 
smoothly. Planning permission 
was approved with no condi-
tions attached at all so it was all 
pretty straight forward.’

Obtaining planning permis-
sion is a big achievement and a 
very good stage to have gotten 
to.’

Before beginning the refur-
bishment, the group is looking 
to purchase the two units in 
a combined sale of £180,000, 
which is dependent on whether 
it secures funding from High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE).

Ms MacPherson explained 

that the project was mid-way 
through funding applications to 
HIE and evaluations were being 
done.

She added: ‘We also need to 
find funds for the refurbish-
ment for things like seating, 
projectors and other cinema 
equipment. The British Film 
Institute (BFI) will hopefully 
help us with that and there are 
other places we can get funding. 
But first step is to secure HIE 
funding.’

The LCG is already a reg-
istered associate member of 
Filmhub Scotland and is a 
registered community cinema 
with the BFI.

The LCG’s vision and ambi-
tion is quite clear - it proposes to 
start trading within a 12-month 

time frame, opening for a  total 
of 45.5 hours a week and for the 
cinema to play an important 
role in the community.

In compliance with its char-
itable status, LCG hopes to 
help improve the arts, heritage 
and culture in the area as well 
as provide another recreational 
space for youngsters to enjoy.

Ms MacPherson contin-
ued: ‘There were a lot of doubts 
when we first started; a lot of 
people just thought ‘here comes 
another cinema project’. But 
we’re the first group to get plan-
ning permission so hopefully 
people will start believing in us.’

Mr Fair added: ‘Projects like 
this are interesting because 
it’s less ordinary - most of my 
projects are residential. 

‘It’s also closer to my heart, 
being from Fort William and 
having lived here when the 
cinema closed.

‘I’ve seen the success of 
the Oban Phoenix project’s 
community cinema and that’s 
spurred us on.’

Fair Planning and Design and Lochaber Cinema Group present plans for the new cinema to the Fort 
William public. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

The cordoned-o�  seat and former bus shelter area outside Fort 
William Medical Centre. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

CORPACH Boat Building 
Company is extending its op-
erations, enabling it to bid for 
repair and maintenance work 
on vessels such as the Corran 
ferry, writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

Having established a rep-
utation for building vessels, 
undertaking repairs and 
carrying out conversion work 
on a range of vessels, the boat-
builder plans to increase its 
work space in order to handle 
larger vessels.

Recent problems with the 
Corran ferry have underlined 
the need for a local facility 
able to service the vessel and 
get it back into service as 
quickly as possible.

Managing director Don 
Hind said: ‘When we were 
planning our new development 
we took into consideration the 
potential for working on the 

Corran ferry which is only a 
few miles away from our yard.

‘At the moment all repairs 
or regular refurbishment 
work has to be done on the 
Clyde, which is at least 24 
hours steaming time in each 
direction even without delays. 
It also takes a day in our yard 
to prepare the vessel for the 
journey and another day to get 
it ready to resume work when 
she returns.’

Mr Hind continued: ‘In the 
wider context, our yard exten-
sion opens up the possibility 
of attracting other vessels and 
operators in the Highlands 
and islands whose only option 
at present is to use the Clyde 
or send work abroad.  There is 
a big gap we could fill.’

Planning permission is 
already in place to expand 
the covered areas of the yard 

but updated proposals lay out 
plans to construct a separate, 
but linked facility. These plans 
will require re-submission 
before work can go ahead.

On a visit to the Corpach 
Boatbuilding Company this 
week, Lochaber MP Ian Black-
ford welcomed the expansion, 
stressing the importance of 
having a Lochaber-based 
facility to repair large vessels 
in the Highlands.

He said: ‘I am delighted to 
see Corpach Boatbuilding 
Company making plans to 
give the option of repair and 
scheduled refurbishment of 
the Corran ferry locally.

‘It is also good news that it 
is casting a wider net to ac-
commodate ferries and other 
vessels which also face similar 
long trips to the Clyde or even 
to Scandinavian yards.’

Corpach boatyard 
expands to cater for 
larger vessels

 Managing director of Corpach Boatbuilding Company Don Hind, left, shows local MP Ian 
Blackford around the Corpach yard. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, the Write Image.

A STRONTIAN man has hit 
back at the company tasked 
with rebuilding the bus shelter 
at Fort William Medical Centre 
after an update was issued last 
week explaining that there will 
be more delays, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

A temporary bus shelter was 
erected at the site in February 
after the original shelter was 
knocked down by a bus last July.

The Lochaber Times contacted 
Bidwells property consultants, 
acting on behalf of the owner 
of the land on which the shelter 
sits, to get an update and they 
explained that there had been 
further delays to the works.

Bidwells’ response has left 
Tony Dobson, a regular bus user 
from Strontian, frustrated.

Hitting back at the company’s 
response to passengers’ com-
plaints, Mr Dobson said: ‘Hav-
ing read the item in last week’s 
Lochaber Times I am absolutely 
appalled at the incompetence 
of Bidwells and the anonymous 
company they claim to repre-
sent.’

‘The temporary timber shed 
erected as a shelter is a disgrace 
and provides no seating to 
replace the seat fenced off.

‘After over a year they have not 
had the decency or the respect 
for the locals to tidy up the site 
and make it safe for bus users. 
This disgraceful state would not 
be allowed on a public highway.’

Mr Dobson then went on to ar-
gue that the need for a bespoke 
bus shelter, which Bidwells are 
hoping to erect, is ‘utter non-
sense’ and that the Highland 
Council had replaced all of its  
standard bus shelters in recent 
months with ease.

He continued: ‘The Highland 
Council have over the past few 
months replaced all of their bus 
shelters and I am sure that one 
could have been made available 
if requested.

‘It strikes me as odd that the 
NHS allows such a dangerous 
and unsightly mess outside the 
only medical centre in Fort Wil-
liam and I cannot understand 
why they have not come to the 
public’s aid.’

Strontian man 
hits out over bus 
shelter delays

Fort William 
man receives 
120 hours’ 
unpaid work 
A 23-YEAR-OLD Fort William 
man who admitted sexually 
assaulting a woman has been 
sentenced to carry out 120 hours 
of unpaid voluntary work.

Andrew James Farquhar, 
of Alma Road, Fort William, 
appeared at the town’s Sheriff 
Court last Tuesday, for sentenc-
ing by Sheriff Eilidh MacDon-
ald.

In May, Farquhar, who was a 
21-year-old student at the time 
of the offence, pleaded guilty 
to sexual assault charges which 
occurred on September 6, 2015.

In July, Sheriff Eilidh Mac-
Donald had told Farquhar he 
would be placed on the Sex Of-
fenders’ Register, and deferred 
sentencing until last week, for 
a Criminal Justice and Social 
Work Report.

Last week, Farquhar’s defence 
agent told the court there were 
no excuses for what his client 
had done.

‘Essentially he accepts the 
allegations as presented by the 
complainer in this case,’ said 
Farquhar’s solicitor

‘Whether he mis-read any 
signals or not does not justify 
his behaviour. He has indicated 
remorse from the very start and 
recognises that this will have had 
an impact on the complainer.’

The defence agent said 
supermarket worker Farquhar 
had been drinking heavily on 
the night in question, and that 
drinking had been a problem for 
his client for a number of years.

‘But that is now under control 
as a result of the support my cli-
ent has received from his family 
and perhaps as a result of a bit 
more maturity as well,’ he told 
the court.

‘He pleaded guilty at an early 
opportunity and takes this mat-
ter very seriously and is clearly 
ashamed of his actions.’

As well as the payback order of 
120 hours of unpaid work in the 
community, Sheriff MacDonald 
made a supervision request 
for a year during which time 
Farquhar will have to co-oper-
ate with social workers.

She also ordered that Farquhar 
would be subject to a year of 
notification requests under the 
Sexual Offences Act.

Queen’s 
Award for 
Lochaber 
group 
A COMBINATION of an 
ageing population, geographical 
changes and cutbacks in local 
authority services provided to 
the most vulnerable has seen 
demand grow for help from 
Lochaber Action on Disability 
(LAD).

And in recognition of the 
increasingly vital role the small 
charity is playing in the lives of  
people, the organisation last 
week was presented with the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Services at an event in Spean 
Bridge.

Lord Lieutenant Donald 
Cameron of Lochiel, who was 
accompanied by Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant Jackie Wright, pre-
sented the award.

Lochaber Action on Disabil-
ity is a small, local member-led 
charity, established in 1993.

It has become a focal point for 
the community, specialising in 
the support and social inclusion 
of disabled people.

LAD Manager Laura 
Cheetham told those gathered at 
The Bridge Restaurant in Spean 
Bridge for last Wednesday 
night’s event that all its volun-
teers played an important role.

‘They are people with chal-
lenging medical conditions 
who overcome their disability 
through training, support and 
sheer personal commitment, in 
order to make a very valuable 
and rewarding contribution to 
helping other people through 
LAD raising their expectations 
that they can have an influence,’ 
she explained.

‘It is a privilege and an honour 
to receive this Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Services on behalf 
of LAD and it will be treasured 
by everyone. But it is for every-
one who has given their time and 
support for us to be here today 
and LAD would like to give you 
all a trophy for you to keep as a 
very big thank you.’



6 DISTRICTS Thursday 24 August, 2017          www.lochabertimes.co.uk

RETRO
Roamer

FW

Lochaber High School's class of 2005 came together at Fort William Shinty Club to dance and reminisce about their 
school days as they approach their 30th birthdays.

MORE than 50 Scottish 
country dancers from Loch-
aber and Inverness gathered 
in Kilmallie Community 
Centre to say goodbye to 
Jimmy Jardine.

Jimmy, who is moving to 
West Linton, has been a 
stalwart of the Lochaber 
Scottish country dancing 
scene for years. The event 
last Tuesday evening was a 
fitting farewell and included 
the special dance ‘Up and 
Down Ben Nevis’, which 
was written to honour Jim-

Jimmy Jardine with Norma MacLennan who leads the 
Kilmallie Dancers. 

LOCHALSH and Skye Housing Associa-
tion has received national recognition for 
its crime prevention work in its develop-
ment at Pat Gordon Place, Portree.

The award was presented by Secured by 
Design (SBD), the national police crime 
prevention initiative, after an SBD trained 
officer worked with architects Reynolds 
Architecture and developers O’Brien 
Properties from the planning stages to 
construction. Crime prevention measures 
in the development include natural surveil-
lance from the properties over parking ar-
eas and access routes, and doors, windows 
and locks which meet police specification 
standards. These measures combine to 
make the properties less attractive to op-
portunist criminals and reduce the risk of 

anti-social behaviour. Lynda Allan, Police 
Scotland’s inspector on Skye, who present-
ed the SBD award, said: ‘I am delighted to 
be presenting this award.

‘These measures have benefits for the 
wider community because the police will be 
far less likely to have to investigate property 
crime in these dwellings, which reduces the 
demand on police and associated services.’

Lachie MacDonald, chief executive of 
Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association, 
which received the award, added: ‘We are 
delighted to receive this prestigious award 
which gives us confidence in the security of 
our new properties in Portree. The design 
of the development is contemporary while 
retaining local character. It fits nicely into 
the surrounding area.’ 

From left: Police Scotland national designing out crime manager Stuart Ward; Skye’s 
Inspector Lynda Allan; Lochalsh and Skye Housing Association chief executive Lachie 

MacDonald; Lewis Ross, site agent O’Brien Properties; and Greig Ross, architect, 
Reynolds Architecture. 

A NEW satellite hub of e-Sgoil was officially opened last 
Wednesday at the old Carinish school building in North 
Uist.

Deputy First Minister John Swinney opened the hub 
and met with Comhairle nan Eilan Siar’s new apprentic-
es as part of their induction programme.

e-Sgoil, established in August 2016 with funding from 
the Scottish Government and Bòrd na Gàidhlig, aims 
to harness digital technology to provide education in 
remote and rural areas by allowing students access to 
the curriculum in English and Gaelic through online 
distance learning.

Mr Swinney said: ‘I am delighted the Scottish Gov-
ernment is supporting this great project and we are 
committed to ensuring all learners can experience an 
education enriched by digital technology.’

Councillor Angus McCormack, chairman of the 
education and children’s services committee, said: ‘Re-
search indicates there is demand from young people for 
opportunities to study and work on the islands. e-Sgoil 
is significantly enhancing the use and availability of 
Gàidhlig and other subjects and widening the range of 
study options, both traditional and applied learning.’

THE A86 near Laggan will be closed overnight for two 
weeks later this month.

BEAR Scotland is carrying out £470,000-worth of 
resurfacing and widening work on two sections of the 
trunk road.

The first section to be resurfaced is a kilometre-long 
stretch near the Laggan Wolftrax Mountain Bike 
Centre. The road will also be widened to improve road 
safety. This will be followed by surfacing improvements 
to 500 metres of the A86 at Tullochroam on the shores 
of Loch Laggan.

The work is scheduled to take place overnight between 
Sunday August 27 and Tuesday September 12, between 
9pm and 5am. No work will take place on Friday or 
Saturday nights to keep disruption to a minimum.

A diversion will be in place every night via the A9 and 
A82. Emergency services will have access at all times.

The road closure will be lifted during the day but there 
will be a temporary speed limit of 30mph.

ORGANISERS of the Royal National Mòd are looking 
for volunteers for this year’s event in Fort William.

From October 13 to 21 this year, Fort William will play 
host to a celebration of Gaelic language and culture, 
with hundreds of singers, musicians and speakers from 
all across the country descending on the West Highland 
town.

The role of a Mòd volunteer involves collecting admis-
sion fees, helping spectators and competitors find their 
way around town and assisting with the day-to-day run-
ning of the event. The Mòd will take place in a number 
of venues including Lochaber High School, The Nevis 
Centre, St Andrews Church, Duncansburgh Church, 
Bun-Sgoil Lochabair and Caol Community Centre.

Everyone is encouraged to get involved for a half day, a 
full day or more. Anyone interested should email mod-
2017stewards@btinternet.com or phone 07795 682541.

More late summer 1980s’ musings
DONALD Skeegan came to the rescue the other 
morning when a near neighbour couldn’t release the 
handbrake of the family car. Her husband had pulled 
it up too tightly. Along came Skeegan and, as befits the 
Hydro employees who can turn their hand to anything 
technical, he soon sorted it out. Interestingly, the same 
thing happened  to our hero when he lived in London. 
He came out of the house one morning, opened the 
car door, jumped in and couldn’t get the handbrake to 
behave. Nothing for it but to go to work by Tube. He 
didn’t come back home on the Underground, however. 
That afternoon, Janet turned up at the office with the 
car. She had managed to release the handbrake alright.

 
THIS is a bit like ‘the biter bit’. Allan was on the post 
run between Corpach and Glenfi nnan. ‘Good dog,’ he 
said to a large Alsatian located around these parts. 
But ‘good dog’ located itself round Allan’s fi nger, a 
follow-up to a similar tasting of a postie three weeks 
earlier. I said ‘biter bit’ because Allan had been telling 
me about a dog which had nipped Hector’s leg in that 
same part of Lochaber.

 
A MEMBER of the local legal fraternity was in dire 
need of light refreshment during the half marathon. 
On the way out the road he spotted a caravan at the 
side of the Highlands and Islands Development 
Board’s untenanted £1 million site. ‘Thank goodness, 
a drinks’ station,’ thinks the legal eagle. So he veered 
off the road and knocked on the door to discover he 
was invading the Sabbath Day privacy of ‘the tempo-
rarily resident travelling people’. 

 
ONE WORTHY from Lochaber Rugby Club found 
the after-match entertainment at the Banavie club-
house hard going, following the encounter with Old 
Gold Rugby Club from Boston last week. So much 
so he decided  to go home early - at 2am. Well, that’s 
‘early’ isn’t it? But he had lavished all his money on 
dispensing Highland hospitality to the Americans and 
hadn’t a penny left for a taxi. So he waited until one 
particular early morning operator appeared at the 
clubhouse. This part-time taxi-man - when he wears 
his other hat - is a senior manager at the fi rm where 
our hero works. Thus the rugby stalwart got himself 
a deal, being taken home on the understanding his 
wages would be docked to cover the fare. 

 
DREW was having ‘withdrawal symptoms’ at the 
weekend when he discovered he would have to walk 
‘all the way from Grange Road to the west end of 
High Street’. The reason was simple. While he had 
been sleeping, council workmen arrived, without prior 
notification, and dug a trench, four feet deep and four 
feet wide, across Drew’s driveway.

 
I HAVE it on authority (local authority) that the 
colour of the tiny tourist information kiosk at Spean 
Bridge is to be changed from grey to green to match 
the hedge behind it. But no changes to the red, white 
and blue sign of the Little Chef across the road. 

This advertising board is so garish that the prem-
ises – along with the Great Wall of China – are the 
only man-made structures on earth which can be seen 
from space. Surely if the Little Chef colour scheme is 
acceptable, grey’s okay for a little shed?

 
‘AND YOU know what you can do with them’! That 
was Rhona’s response when she was handed three new 
£1 notes in her change at the Post Office. It took a wee 
while for Rhona to be convinced the PO notes were 
actually banknotes. ‘I thought you were giving me 
Monopoly money as a joke,’ she said. But  then, it’s 
the Post Office that has the monopoly, of course, and 
the staff are ready to deal with Sandy each Monday 
morning when he appears asking for ‘two second-hand 
stamps’.

 
LOCALS had a good laugh at the ‘detailed plan’ of 
the proposed realignment of the A82 at the Scottish 
Development Department’s exhibition in St Mary’s 
Hall. There, for everyone to see, was the clearly print-
ed section which identifi ed the proximity of the River 
Nevis. Except it was titled ‘River Ness’!

 
‘YOU MUST like the school’ was the complimentary 
comment to a few youngsters on Monday morning. 
Several of them had turned up for lessons as usual on 
what was an ‘in-service’ training day for teacher and, 
therefore, a holiday for pupils.

 
SO WHY were all the Kilmallie shinty players and 
offi cials watching the match at An Aird last Satur-
day? Because their own game was all over in 90 seconds 
thanks to the Glengarry full forward demolishing the 
goal posts at Canal Parks after an over-enthusiastic 
challenge. 

 
JOHN Bruce, as is universally known, is Lochaber’s 
mobile librarian. When John goes on holiday Alf 
Buchanan takes over behind the wheel and behind the 
books. But it is of Alf’s holiday I wish to write. Alf went 
to France, by car not van. He was sitting at traffic lights 
in mid-Brittany when another car, not a van, drew 
up alongside. Having seen Alf’s GB plate, the driver 
wound down his window and shouted across, ‘What 
part of the UK are you from’? Alf responded with, 
‘Fort William’. Amazingly the wound-down window 
driver yelled, ‘Okay. Do you know John Bruce?’ Alf 
couldn’t believe his ears and just managed a ‘oui’. It 
transpired later – and long after the lights had changed 
- that it was likely the French driver had worked with 
John in - New Zealand!

Lochaber High School class of 2005 reunion

Top award for Portree houses

North Uist

Laggan

Fort William

Fort William from Cow Hill in days gone by.

Kilmallie dancers’ 
farewell to Jimmy

my. Jimmy is well-known 
in Lochaber for his hill 
running, having completed 
the annual Ben Nevis Race 
40 times. His book Up the 
Ben wi’ Eddie has sold 
thousands of copies and 
raised more than £30,000 
for charity.

A framed picture of 
runners on Ben Nevis was 
presented to Jimmy. In an 
emotional response, Jimmy 
thanked everyone and ex-
tended an invitation to visit 
him in his new home.

A GREEN energy entrepreneur has backed community 
ownership as the way forward for wind developments, as 
four island crofting townships prepare for a court battle 
with Stornoway Trust and Lewis Wind Power.

Steve McDonald, who co-founded Sgurr Energy which 
he then sold to Wood Group, advises companies all over 
the world on how to develop and build wind farms.

Projects include Beinn Ghrideag — Point and Sand-
wick Trust’s community-owned wind farm just outside 
Stornoway — and Steve believes this award-winning 
wind farm, which puts 100 per cent of its profits back 
into the local community, is ‘the perfect model’ of devel-
opment. Steve said: ‘I’m a big supporter of community 
schemes because it keeps the money in the Highlands.’

His comments come as the deadline looms for ob-
jections to the Scottish Land Court about Lewis Wind 
Power’s controversial application to develop on the 
common grazings around Stornoway with or without 
the consent of the crofters. Steve added: ‘The Western 
Isles is a fantastic place to generate electricity. It’s a 
great location but most of the revenue will go abroad, if 
the LWP scheme is successful, and I don’t think that’s a 
good return on investment to the UK taxpayer.’

HOLLY Baldwin, a fourth-
year pupil at Kinlochleven 
High School, writes about 
performing at this year’s 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe:

‘At home, I have a small 
red folder full of high-
lighter-stained pages and 
illegible notes scribbled in 
HB pencil.

‘It’s the script for the show 
The Recovery Version, the 
first show starring pupils 
from Kinlochleven High 
School to feature at the 
Fringe festival.

‘Pupils James Ramsay, 
Fiona Janzen and I are 
playing the part of Jack on 
a rota, with a maximum of 
seven nights each.

‘The show, written and 
directed by Ilona Munro, 
follows the story of retired 
musician Jonnie Mcleash 
and his relationship with 
his son and grandson over 
Hogmanay last year.

‘It explores the themes of 
family, friendship, Highland 
hospitality and the power of 
a good New Year’s Eve.

‘Kinlochleven High 

Kinlochleven High School 
pupils Holly Baldwin, 

fourth  year, and Fiona 
Janzen, third year, starred 

at this year's Edinburgh 
Fringe.

School has been seeing 
a rise in the creative arts 
recently, with the lunchtime 
club Cre8 joining forces 
with Room13 to provide 
opportunities for students 
to expand their knowledge 
of artistic techniques such 
as screen printing and the 
exciting arrival of the Na-
tional 5 drama course.

‘This course will hopefully 
inspire pupils to get involved 
with the performing arts.

‘This is on top of all the 
work we do for competitions 
including Dance Platform 
and Rock Challenge, our 
community productions 
every Christmas and our af-
ter school RockSkool club, 
where students can sing and 
perform songs as a band.

‘Drama isn’t all just 
Shakespeare and expressive 
dance. There’s also the 
backstage side of drama 
with lighting and sound de-
sign, prop and set building 
and makeup and costume 
providing a job for every 
student.

‘These aspects of drama 
help build confidence and 
boost creativity which can 
lead to many career paths 
and benefits in all walks of 
life.

‘All of this makes me 
incredibly proud of my 
school and all the work put 
into making our creative 
subjects the best around. 
But I have to go. I have lines 
to learn...’

Kinlochleven pupils 
wow Edinburgh  
Fringe audiences

Stornoway
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The house is far 
more comfortable, 
even in the coldest 
days of winter”

By partially upgrading a system 
of manual electric storage heaters 
to Dimplex Quantum heaters is 
all it took for homeowner Amy 
Ahmed-Dolphin to cut her heat-
ing bills by more than £500 per 
year – and improve comfort and 
controllability too.

Quantum is the world’s most 
advanced o� -peak heater and the 
perfect replacement for an old, 
outdated storage heater. It uses 
low-cost, o� -peak energy to make 
it the most economical o� -peak 
electric heating system on the 
market today. Intelligently adapt-
ing to match climatic conditions 
and your lifestyle, delivering heat 
only when it is needed, 24 hours 
a day, it can be installed as a stan-
dalone heater or part of a system.

AdvertorialRegain control of 
your electric heating

www.dimplex.co.uk/quantum
See the Quantum for yourself  

Go to www.dimplex.co.uk/town-near-you for further information

We are 

coming to 

the area 

soon

Amy Ahmed-Dolphin said: ‘The 
results were instantaneous. From 
the very � rst time we turned the 
Dimplex heaters on, we could 
see the bene� ts they delivered. 
We have greater control, we’re no 
longer relying on supplementary 
heaters in the evening and the 
house is far more comfortable, 
even in the coldest days of winter. 
And that’s without even calculat-
ing the cost savings of course.

‘At the point we upgraded the 
heating system, we were paying 
an average direct debit of £119 per 
month to the energy company. 
Now, we’ve dropped to an average 
of less than £73 per month.’

Dimplex Quantum is up to 27% 
cheaper to run than a standard 
storage heater system and up to 
47% cheaper to run than an elec-
tric convector or radiator system 
– all because of its e�  cient use of 
low-cost, o� -peak energy.

New funding sought for Lorn Arc project

Mull in line for massive water upgrading

THE Lorn Arc regeneration 
programme will continue, 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
said, but alternative sources of 
funding are being sought.

The situation was discussed 
last Thursday when Fergus 
Murray, head of economic 
development, updated the 
council’s policy and resources 
committee.

He said: ‘I’d rather have 
outside investment than draw 
down a loan from the Scottish 
Government.’

Councillors were informed 
that ‘due to a number of chang-
es, such as changes in the wider 
economy and the follow-on 
effects for business in Argyll 
and Bute, the business case for 
improvements in the Lorn Arc 
area, as originally envisaged, 
has proved unviable’.

Mr Murray said that, follow-

ing a re-modelling exercise, it 
had been discovered that the 
council would not be able to 
generate enough income over 
the the 25-year Tax Incremen-
tal Funding (TIF) period to 
pay back a loan covering the 
full potential capital spend 
programme of £14.74m.

‘While the full programme 
has been assessed as financially 
unviable, it should be noted that 
the current level of approved 
drawdown (£1.388m of which 
£0.785m has actually been drawn 
down and spent), is forecast 
as being capable of being paid 
from TIF income over the life of 
the project based on the current 
non-domestic rate assumptions.’

The Lorn Arc scheme saw Ar-
gyll and Bute Council win gov-
ernment backing for a number 
of projects that would be funded 
by a loan from the Scottish 

Government, paid back using 
non-domestic rates revenue, 
increased by the local authority 
from the developments.

Of the original nine projects, 
only one, an industrial site at 
Oban Airport, has been com-
pleted. Other projects have 
been dropped or are no longer 
seen as financially viable.

An infastructure project at 
Kirk Road, Dunbeg, seen by 
many as integral to the devel-
opment of the whole area, has 
been out to tender and work 
will begin, subject to approval 
by the Scottish Government, 
and be completed by mid-2018.

The developer planning a 
large-scale hotel and spa resort 
at the Dunbeg/Halfway House 
site has recently renewed the 
planning permission in prin-
ciple for the roundabout and 
is seeking to renew planning 

consent for its own develop-
ment, which signals a positive 
intention from the developer.

A project for servicing wind 
turbines was dropped when 
the investment in offshore 
wind turbines proved unviable 
‘at this time’ for developers at 
Barcaldine.

Mr Murray confirmed the 
Barcaldine project was no 
longer viable as the site owners 
have now secured an aqua-
culture development worth in 
the region of £35 million-£70 
million that did not require 
council investment.

The council has since written 
to the Scottish Government 
asking for support in finding 
alternative funding sources 
and/or financing models for 
the delivery of the Lorn Arc 
programme and its associated 
social and economic outcomes.

A £6 MILLION project to 
improve Tobermory’s water 
supply is under way, Scottish 
Water has announced.

The Tobermory Water Treat-
ment Works (WTW) currently 
serves about 1,350 people in 
Tobermory and Salen, but will 
now extend to Craignure.

Scottish Water said its invest-
ment ‘will meet demand during 
peak summer months and 

enable growth in the Tobermory 
area and, following the instal-
lation of more than 11 miles of 
water mains in 2014, will provide 
better quality drinking water, 
and greater security of supply, to 
about 220 people in the Craig-
nure and Lochdon areas.

‘These customers, who cur-
rently receive their water from 
the Craignure WTW, will have 
their source of supply changed to 

the Tobermory WTW, once the 
upgrade has been completed.

‘At the moment, the Tober-
mory water supply zone ends 
at Salen. The extended water 
main goes to a new Craignure 
service reservoir constructed 
near the existing WTW above 
the village in 2014. A new 
storage tank at Tobermory 
will increase local storage. and 
enhance the security of supply.’

The Tobermory WTW 
project, which is being carried 
out by Ross-shire Engineering, 
is expected to be completed 
in summer 2018. Meanwhile, 
Scottish Water is advising 
there will be some minor 
traffic management required 
during the delivery of a modu-
lar treatment unit schedule for 
the week beginning August 28, 
weather permitting.

New leisure 
trust is to 
be called 
Live Argyll
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
reveal the name and board of 
new leisure trust

The trust that will run library 
and leisure services for people 
in Argyll and Bute will be called 
Live Argyll.

It will be made up of a board of 
seven people – three members of 
the public, three councillors and 
a trade union representative.

Counillor for Oban South and 
the Isles Jim Lynch will feature 
on the board.

Live Argyll is on track to go 
‘live’ on October 2 of this year, 
when it officially becomes a 
trust and takes over the services 
from Argyll and Bute Council.

Andrew Nisbet, who is set to be 
chairman of the board, has spent 
his working life in the design, 
management and delivery of 
public services. He has worked 
both as a senior manager for 
public sector organisations and 
as a private sector consultant 
working for and advising local 
authorities. He is joined by Mai-
ri Coleman and Charles Brody.

Originally from Lochgilphead, 
Ms Coleman is a head of human 
resources in the banking indus-
try, while Mr Brody  is a retired 
senior banker now living in 
Scotland, having spent most of 
his working life in Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and Qatar.

Councillors Jim Anderson, 
Graham Hardie and Jim Lynch 
will represent the local author-
ity, and Mary Watt will be the 
trade union representative.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
policy lead for communities, 
councillor Robin Currie said: 
‘Work to develop Live Argyll 
is progressing very well. We 
have a board that brings together 
expertise, enthusiasm and energy 
to make this work for trust em-
ployees and service users.’

Young Ella and Ruaridh MacKechnie blossomed among the entries at the Oban and Lorn Horticultural Society annual summer 
show held at Oban Parish Church’s Glencruitten Road hall. The sister and brother were � rst and second respectively in the 

decorated pot plant category.  Full report, results and picture special on pages 14 and 15. T_34_summershow

Brother and sister act come up roses

Council raises concerns over 
predicted health overspend
‘IF A council department came 
back with a huge deficit like the 
one before us today, then we would 
be asking serious questions,’ was 
the assessment of Argyll and Bute 
Council leader Aileen Morton on 
the predicted £5 million overspend 
within the Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP).

A meeting of the council’s policy 
and resources committee heard last 
Thursday that the HSCP was going 
into its first full financial year with 
a current overspend of £2.966m in 
its first quarter.

A letter will now be sent to the 
chief executive of the HSCP, 
Christina West, to raise concerns 
in ‘no uncertain terms ... at the 
escalating financial gap and the 
potential risk this brings to highly 
valued, essential local services, to 
the council and to the partnership 
itself if action to address this gap is 
not taken urgently’.

The committee agreed to ‘seek 
confirmation from the HSCP 
board that a robust action plan will 
be put in place to mitigate the risks 
arising from an increasing budget 
gap and to focus on meeting service 
and savings targets’.

Councillor Morton said she was 
‘seriously concerned’ about the 
financial risk to Argyll and Bute 
Council from the escalating costs 
that may have to be found from the 
local authority’s own budget.

Ms Morton said of the HSCP: ‘In 
common with all council depart-
ments in the context of significantly 
reduced funding, it needs to iden-
tify, manage and implement savings 
across all relevant service areas.

‘We need confirmation from the 
HSCP board that a robust action 
plan will be put in place to mitigate 

the risks arising from an increasing 
budget gap and to focus on meeting 
service and saving targets.’

A previous gap in funding was 
met by the local authority. At a 
budget meeting in February this 
year, the council agreed to provide 
a ‘one-off transitionary’ payment of 
£2.137 million.

At the time of the decision, the 
full council heard the payment was 
over and above what the Scottish 
Government guidelines expected 
the council to provide.

The discussion around the 
HSCP’s current financial gap 
was raised when head of strategic 
finance Kirsty Flannigan said the 
projected £5 million overspend was 
a risk to the council.

If the HSCP does not deliver 
a balanced budget, it will be at 
serious risk of contravening its 
principle agreement with the local 
authority.

Speaking specifically of the 
financial risks to the council from 
the HSCP, Ms Flanagan said: ‘The 
risk is that the Integrated Joint 
Board (IJB) [the committee over-
seeing the work of the HSCP] refers 
back to the council for additional 
funding in the event that there is 
an overspend and where a recovery 
plan has proved to be unsuccessful.

‘If an additional payment is 
required from the council, this will 
be deducted from future years’ 
funding/payments, as set down 
within the Scheme of Integration.

‘As at June 30, 2017, the overspend 
apportioned to service provided by 
the council is £2.966m.’

A spokesman for the HSCP said: 
‘It should be acknowledged that the 
current forecast overspend of £5m 
is the position in the first quarter of 
this financial year and this forecast 
position is reliant upon a number 
of assumptions around the current 

and expected level of service de-
mand and costs, which are subject 
to change.

‘The forecast budget overspend 
also represents less than two per 
cent of the overall budget and the 
IJB achieved financial balance in 
2016-17 through the successful 

implementation of a financial 
recovery plan. Undoubtedly, the 
scale of the financial challenge 
in 2017-18 is far greater, as the 
budget gap is greater and service 
changes become more complex as 
we transform health and social care 
services.’

He added that actions to address 
the financial situation have been 
identified, including: 
� Ensure the IJB continues to 
secure its expected funding from 
health and council partners.
� Develop a detailed recovery plan 
– work has already started on this.

� Continue to deploy management 
actions to identify efficiencies.
� Continue to pursue negotiations 
with NHS Greater Glasgow & 
Clyde to get a final agreement for 
the Service Level Agreement for 
acute services with the expectation 
of releasing resources.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

The A82 Partnership has this week raised concerns 
over delays to potential plans to upgrade the trunk 

route in Fort William, following Transport Scotland 
announcement that updates to its ‘traffic modelling’ of 
Fort William will not be completed until spring 2018, 
thwarting any plans for work to start on the road before 
next summer.

Stewart MacLean of the A82 Partnership said: ‘We’re 
going to write to Transport Scotland again to try to 
bring the completion date forward as we want work to 
be done this winter, in time for next season.’

You can understand the Partnership’s concerns, given 

the annual difficulties on the route, particularly during 
the summer months when traffic jams and long tail-
backs mean journeys are slow and cause frustration.

We cannot understand why it is taking Transport 
Scotland so long to organise extra traffic counts, and 
why the delay in updating its traffic model.

And we agree with A82 Partnership chairman Coun-
cillor Brian Murphy, who said: ‘They can tweak the cur-
rent road as much as they like but ... the infrastructure 
is completely inadequate.’ 

Come on, Transport Scotland, get your finger out and 
stop procrastinating over upgrading this vital route.

Days gone by – 1995
This week we travel back to 1995 and a bright summer’s day which saw Andrena MacKinnon, from Oban Ladies Circle, 
painting faces. In this case she was doing the honours for seven-year-old Peter Howe from Oban, who wanted to look 

like his hero, Spiderman.

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

MacPhail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Social media

Pipe dreams and 
traditions
ROME was not built in a day – and 
neither was the Inveraray and District 
Pipe Band. However, the rise of this 
remarkable Argyll powerhouse of 
piping has been swift and impressive. 

In taking this band from Novice 
Juvenile, playing without uniforms in 
2005 at the Cowal Highland Gather-
ing, to being named as World Cham-
pions at Glasgow Green in 2017, Pipe 
Major Stuart Liddell has achieved 
what most pipers can only dream of.

Following that inaugural perfor-
mance at Cowal in 2005, John Wilson 
from Campbeltown, who was judging 
on that day, wrote the following on 
the band’s critique sheet: ‘You cannot 
hide quality teaching and I suspect 
that we will hear more from this band 
sooner rather than later.’

John is one of the most highly 
respected piping judges in the world 
and his words that day were prophetic 
indeed. 

It was fitting that, 12 years later, 
John Wilson was a member of the 
judging team at this year’s World Pipe 
Band Championships to witness his 
fellow Argyll piper lead his band to 
being crowned best in the world.

I spoke on the phone to John about 
this immense achievement and it was 
with great pride that he relayed infor-
mation on Stuart’s accomplishments 
and his piping and family background.

Stuart’s grandfather and early teach-
er was Pipe Major Ronnie McCallum, 
who was piper to the Duke of Argyll 
and one of the top players of his time. 
Ronnie’s piping, like many in Kintyre 
and the rest of Argyll, including John 
Wilson’s father, William, came from 
the teaching of Willie Thompson, 
who had moved to near Machrihanish 
from the Black Isle as piper to the 
MacNeils of Lossit. 

Stuart is the product of this rich 
teaching lineage and one can only im-
agine the pride that would have been 
felt by these past masters had they 
been able to witness his great victory.

Hard work and dedication are the 

essential ingredients in the success of 
any band and the amount of commit-
ment involved at the top levels of the 
pipe band world these days is huge.

The skill, drive and strong lead-
ership required by a pipe major are 
akin to that of the manager of a top-
flight football team, with upwards of  
40 members to organise, motivate, 
train and bring to the field in peak 
condition.

The success of Stuart’s solo career 
had already placed him as one of 
the top pipers of all time, having two 
Clasps and two ‘Glenfiddichs’ among 
countless other trophies, medals 
and shields decorating his walls. His 
recent historic victory with Inveraray 
and District Pipe Band places him 
as one of the few pipers ever to reach 
such an elite level as both a solo player 
and leader of a pipe band.

The power of good teaching should 
never be under-estimated and it is 
with excitement that we should look 
forward to Stuart continuing to build 
on the work of past generations to 
grow the tradition of piping in Argyll.

Taxing tourists would 
be sheer madness
Sir,
Here’s a question: should a shop sell 
its wares at an all-inclusive price that 
covers the cost of the goods, running 
costs, VAT and profit, or should it dis-
play its prices and, below them on the 
label, add a charge to cover the cost 
of the customer’s feet wearing out the 
flooring?

The answer, of course, is that 
customers expect to pay all-inclusive 
prices. They do not expect to have ad-
ditional charges added to keep floors 
in good nick.

The same principle applies to the 
British population when enjoying our 
leisure time. We visit, we spend mon-
ey on goods and services, and we leave 
with happy memories. Local business-
es benefit from our expenditure and 
governments at all levels benefit from 
the tax revenues that flow from it.

In return, businesses must invest to 
ensure they best meet the needs of 
their target markets, and governments 
must invest in the essential infrastruc-
ture necessary to support our visits on 
things such as roads, car parks and 
public toilets.

So why, when it already receives 
funds to cover the maintenance of 
roads and other essential infrastruc-
ture, is Highland Council considering 
placing a new tax on visitors to the 
region, ostensibly to pay for the same?

Is it because the council recognises 
that the recent growth in visitor 
numbers is placing unusual demands 
on existing infrastructure and that 
exceptional measures are called for 
to meet growing visitors’ needs? Or is 
it really about raising money to fill a 
budget hole, as was the case when it 
first debated the bedroom tax propos-
al in 2014?

Tourism has always seen peaks and 
troughs, and what matters now is 
that we reap the maximum benefit by 
growing and sustaining the current 
upsurge for as long as possible, in 
particular extending the season at 
both ends and dispersing visitors 
throughout the whole region rather 
than focusing them on TripAdvisor’s 
top 10 attractions.

This does, of course, mean investing 
in essential infrastructure, for we 
must ensure that our visitors have the 
best possible experiences so that they 
spend more time and money with us 
when here, return in future, and rec-
ommend us to friends and the wider 
world through social media.

When things are booming but there 
are problems looming and councils 
are strapped for cash, we all have a 
role to play. It’s never easy for gov-
ernments at any level to find money, 
and certainly not to put up taxes when 
votes are at stake, but better that local 
and national governments sort the 
funding out between them than we 
damage the Highlands’ most impor-
tant industry – tourism – by taxing 
our visitors.

Fortunately, a ready-made pot of 
UK and Scottish government, High-
land Council and partners’ money, 
intended to help grow and enable the 
Highland economy, exists: the Inver-
ness and Highland City-Region Deal.

It may be late in the day, but perhaps 
we could reallocate some of the deal 
money, spending it on enhancing es-
sential infrastructure in key tourism 

hot-spots lying close to some of our 
most remote and fragile communities.

Not only would these communities 
benefit, but areas such as Skye are 
internationally renowned, and if we 
don’t get it right on Skye and in other 
honeypots like Lochaber, the reputa-
tion of the Highlands as a whole will 
be very badly damaged.

When the government is encour-
aging our industrial giants to export 
to China, it doesn’t tax the Chinese 
to help recover the money it spent 
building roads to Scottish factories, 
and nor should local government tax 
visitors for coming here. Taxing our 
customers is madness.

David Richardson,
Development manager, 
Highlands and Islands Federation 
of Small Businesses.

Upset by amount of 
litter on Ben Nevis
Sir,
I recently climbed Ben Nevis. I had 
been looking forward to it for some 
time. It was wonderful and a real 
challenge.

What concerned me was the amount 
of general rubbish - including banana 
skins, apple cores, plastic bottle tops 
- all the way along the route. It is such 
a pity. At the summit, the dirt, faeces 
and rubbish were very evident.

Can it be improved? Could discreet 
low-level bins be placed along the 
route or, better still, signs or rangers 
to alert people that ‘leave no trace’ 
means exactly that.

A place of such natural and spectac-
ular beauty should be respected. Can 
more be done to protect it?

Ruth Dougan,
Roo West, Ardnacrusha, 
Co Clare, Ireland.

A82 at Fort William is 
not � t for purpose
Sir,
Can I be alone in wondering from 
what sources the BBC obtains 
information for its travel bulletins? 
For the past few months, on almost 
every weekday on Radio Scotland I 
have heard the increasingly hollow 
anthem: ‘In Fort William, traffic is 
slow moving on the A82 southbound 
between the A830 junction and the 
Nevis Bridge roundabout. This is due 
to roadworks.’

Who has told the BBC that this 
summer’s queues and gridlocks in 
and around Fort William, meaning 
for much of the day a journey of 45 
minutes to cover about two miles, are 
the fault of roadworks? Could it be 
someone lacking the attributes most 
associated with human perception 
such as eyes and a brain?

Step forward, Transport Scotland, 
source of all knowledge and infor-
mation about our roads, the statutory 
body charged with planning, running 
and monitoring our highways net-
work. We, the public, pay them. In 
other words, they work for us.

How or why,  we ask ourselves, can 
it be that it has completely escaped 
the attention of Transport Scotland 
(and, thereby, the BBC) that the 
source of our traffic nightmare in the 
Highlands’ largest town is completely 
unconnected to the said roadworks, 
through which, in fact, the traffic 

tends to run more smoothly and at 
greater speed than on any other sec-
tion between the A830 junction and 
Nevis Bridge?

What prevents Transport Scotland 
from telling us the truth, that the twin 
bottlenecks of Inverlochy junction and 
the Nevis Bridge itself are the cause of 
our problems, not the new roundabout 
at the entrance to the smelter. Could 
there be an unmentionable truth here, 
preferably left unsaid?

My grandfather, as county clerk of 
Inverness-shire in the early 1930s, 
was the main driving force behind the 
creation of the A82 as a trunk road 
linking Inverness, Fort Augustus and 
Fort William, taking traffic off exist-
ing military roads built by Wade and 
Caulfield in the early 18th century 
and continued by Telford in the 19th.

Nearly 90 years later, I find myself 
looking at the vision he and Inverness 
County Council exhibited then, only 
to wonder why now we appear to have 
a council that begins to snore when 
virtually any major project outside the 
environs of Inverness is proposed and, 
very clearly, is now failing all of us 
who live elsewhere in the Highlands.

Tens of millions are being spent in 
Inverness, and larger sums eastward 
towards Aberdeen, on bypasses and 
peripheral routes. Two new bridges 
are due to open in Inverness, while 
we remain dependent on a single road 
crossing of the River Nevis with no 
diversions available from that route.

It must be glaringly obvious that the 
bridge is far too narrow for the size of 
many vehicles that must use it, and also 
for the volume of traffic it must carry 
nowadays. What will it take to make 
our roads authorities recognise its total 
inadequacy, where even a minor bump 
brings traffic to a grinding halt for miles 
around creating havoc for local busi-
nesses and the travelling public alike, 
not to mention serious danger when 
emergency vehicles are unable to access 
one side of the bridge or the other.

I ask Highland Council and Trans-
port Scotland: when will you confirm 
that the A82 as it passes through Fort 
William is no longer fit for purpose? 
And when will you announce that you 
will do your public duty to ordinary 
working people and the businesses 
that employ them, and deal seriously 
with the problem?

Enough is enough: give us our 
bypass.

Niall McKillop,
Ford Cottage, Badabrie, 
Banavie, Fort William.

Campaign aims to 
water improve safety
Sir,
The Sea Cadets – a national youth 
charity with 400 units across the UK, 
including Oban – is urging people to 
stay safe as it launches its Water Savvy 
campaign.

We offer water-based adventure to 
14,000 young people aged 10 to 18 
years across the country who – along 
with our 9,000 volunteers – undergo 
specialist water-safety training. 
But we want to spread the message 
further. You can find lots more tips 
and information by downloading our 
free Water Savvy guide at: www.sea-
cadets.org/get-involved.

Tye Shuttleworth,
Head of Inshore Boating,
Sea Cadets.

We asked last week for readers’ 
views on the best location for a mul-
ti-storey car park in Oban.
Laura Máirtín suggested: ‘Pennyfuir 
Park & Ride good idea, either Tweed-
ale/Lochavuillin or the non-council 
operated Rock� eld/Shore Street car 
parks, PLUS what I would � nd handy is 
a commuters car park where you can 
buy spaces in block bookings to ensure 
you are guaranteed a space. One of the 
days I work is on Mull and at this time 
of year I struggle to � nd a space where 
I can park for the day – Station/Shore 
St/Rock� eld all full a couple of times in 
last fortnight and I had no option but to 
use a short stay that I shouldn’t have (!) 
plus I’ve missed the ferry due to driving 
about looking for somewhere – I’m not 
sure if other people who work in town 
have this issue?’
Finlay Calum Macaulay proposed: 
‘Do what happens in many towns and 
villages on the coast. Build a large car 

park out of town and bus people in and 
out. Scarborough is one such town - ex-
tra large car park on the road into town 
with a combined parking/bus ticket 
works a treat.’
Brian Scott countered: ‘Town centre 
congestion would still be an issue if a 
multi-storey car park was built on the 
site of Tweedale St car park, as sug-
gested by others. We need to be more 
forward looking to � nd a solution. 
Perhaps a by-pass/ alternative route is 
required � rst, for HGV and ferry tra�  c, 
then maybe an out-of-town park and 
ride facility for visitors and commuters?’
Neil Macintyre posted: ‘Has to be 
out of town at the half way house site 
for it to help reduce the congestion 
through the town. West Coast Motors 
are willing to provide a park and ride 
system. I would use the spare grass 
area at Atlantis for extra space as well. 
But more importantly we need to build 
a proper business park outside town 

and help the larger companies relocate 
which will give us more space. There is 
no money for a development road so 
that will not happen.’
Donna Mackenzie commented: ‘Car 
park behind vets ideal.’
Catherine Gillies said: ‘Tweedale. And 
do the continental thing of sinking the 
bottom 1 or 2 tiers into the ground, 
and making the top storey into an 
interesting public building or shops.’
John DM Kerr wrote: ‘Tear down old 
Rock� eld school and build it there. 
Make use of our eyesores for once.’
Louise Kilmurray Marshall o� ered: ‘I 
have said for years, pull down Rock� eld 
and make it into a multi storey car park, 
great location.’
Sheila Phillips said: ‘Up at the Atlantis 
carpark.’
William Nelson asked: ‘What about 
underground?’
Uta Binnie quipped: ‘Walking is good 
for you and should be encouraged!’

CHO GIONACH RI CÙ! Sannt gun 
sonas, èiridh an donas dha! Thèid an 
sannt os cionn na h-aithne.

Sin beagan de na seanfhacail sa 
Ghàidhlig mu shannt agus tha iad nan 
dearbhadh gun robh eòlas gu leòr aig 
Gàidheil air a leithid! Agus carson 
nach biodh oir tha fhios gum bheil 
sannt cho nàdarra ri aomadh sam bith 
ann an nàdar an duine, agus theagamh 
mar a tha mòr-shluagh coimhears-
nachd a’ “faotainn air adhart” gum 
bheil sannt nas buailtiche buileach. 

Bidh cuimhne aig mòran air a bhith 
a’ cluinntinn mu dhaoine nach gab-
hadh riarachadh. 

Co-dhiù a bha iad ag iasgach neo ri 
obair-foghair chan fhaigheadh iad an 
leòr agus ged a bha eòlas agus ionn-
sachadh coimhearsnachd, sgoile, agus 
eaglaise ag innse gun robh leithid seo 
ceàrr bha iad air am beò-ghlacadh le 
sannt. 

Ach gu h-inntinneach agus a dh’ain-
deoin sin, a rèir coltais bha mòran de 

na daoine sin glè fhialaidh ann a bhith 
a’ cuideachadh dhaoine eile. 

Ged is docha nach sùilicheadh 
neach gun lorgar spiorad carthannais 
agus sannt an lùib a chèile bha sin a’ 
tachairt, agus gun teagamh bha an 
dàrna coibhneas gu ìre a’ mathachadh 
a’ pheacaidh eile. Mar a tha fios 
againn bha aoigheachd na phàirt cud-
romach de chultar nan Gàidheal agus 
‘s fhìor thoil leam fhìn an sgeulachd 
air mar a bhiodh ‘roinn a’ choigrich’ 
ga chomharrachadh aig àm bìdh ge 
b’ e dè cho gann ‘s a bhiodh stòras 
teaghlaich.

Tha sinn fhathast moiteil às a’ chliù 
a th’ againn a thaobh aoigheachd 
agus gu dearbh tha gnìomhachas 
an turasachd air Ghàidhealtachd 
air buannachadh gu mòr à sin thar 
iomadh bliadhna. Ach mar a tha fìor 
a thaobh inbhe sam bith, feumaidh an 
gnìomh a bhith daonnan a’ dearbhadh 
a’ chliù, agus tha sin da-rìribh fìor a 
thaobh an fhàilte a gheibh luchd-
turais air Ghàidhealtachd. Chan 
eil sàr chliù furasta a cosnadh agus 
saoilidh mi fhìn gum bheil dleastanas 
gu math cudromach air muinntir 
a’ ghnìomhachais aoigheachd air 

Ghàidhealtachd dèanamh cinnteach 
gun glèidh iad an teisteanas a th’ aca.

Chan eil mi idir a’ tuigsinn ciamar 
a tha cuid de dh’ òstairean Inbhir Nis 
a’ sùileachadh gun dèan iad sin is iad 
a’ sìor àrdachadh phrìsean sheòmrai-
chean, chun na h-ìre ‘s gum bheil cuid 
nas daoire na bhiodh an leithid ann 
am baile mòr Lunnainn. Tha iad a’ 
dìon an cuid sannt ag ràdh gum bheil 
a leithid de dh’ iarratas ann is gum 
faigh iad na prìsean sin, agus gum bi 
geamhradh tana romhpa. Mar a bi iad 
faiceallach ‘s dòcha gun lean an tanal-
ach sin seachad air a’ gheamhradh. 
Aig prìsean den t-seòrsa seo cha b’ 
iongnadh cuid a’ ràdh gun iarradh iad 
an leabaidh a thoirt leotha dhachaigh 
leis gun robh iad air a ceannach!

INVERNESS HOTELIERS’ deci-
sion to charge exorbitant prices for 
accommodation in response to heavy 
visitor demand surely risks damaging 
their own and the Highlands’ precious 
reputation for hospitality. Service 
should be based on value, not greed.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk



Thursday 24 August, 2017          www.lochabertimes.co.uk 11NEWS
FW

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Theft of bicycle
ABOUT 11pm on Sunday 
August 13, a woman aged 20 
allegedly stole a ladies’ bicycle 
from  George Street, Oban. The 
bike was recovered and the 
woman was later traced, charged 
with the o� ence and issued with 
a recorded police warning.

Careless driving
ABOUT 9.30pm on Tuesday 
August 15, on George Street, 
Oban, a blue Ford Focus alleg-
edly mounted the pavement, 
almost colliding with pedestri-
ans. Checks revealed  that the 
29-year-old woman driver was 
not insured. She was charged 
with o� ences and a report will 
be submitted to the procura-
tor � scal.

Drunk driver
ABOUT 5.40pm on Wednesday 
August 16, a 45-year-old man 
was stopped by police while 
driving his car on the Isle of Tiree.
The man provided a positive 
breath test and subsequently 
a  blood sample was taken for 
analysis.

Van collision
ABOUT 9.35pm on Thursday 
August 17, in the Corran Halls 
car park in Oban, a white 
Ford Transit van was reported 
to have collided with a parked 
car.

Police attended and checks 
revealed that the  driver, a 
17-year-old male, did not 
appear to have insurance, per-
mission to drive the van and 
was  driving on a provisional 
licence without L plates or a 
supervisor. 

A small amount of cannabis 
was also found.

He was charged with the 
o� ences and a  report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

Theft of TV
BETWEEN 1.30pm on Wednesday 
August 16 and 9.30am on Friday 
August 18, a 48-in LG � at-screen 
TV was stolen from the drying 
area in the close at 9 Colonsay 
Terrace, Oban. Police are  inves-
tigating and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
information to contact them.

Breach of curfew
ABOUT 9pm on Sunday Au-
gust 20, on Stevenson Street 
in Oban, a 17-year-old man 
was stopped and  found to 
be in breach of curfew bail 
conditions imposed by the 
court. The man was arrest-
ed,  charged with the o� ence, 
held for court and a report 
was being submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Abusive behaviour
ABOUT 11.05pm on Sunday 
August 20, following a report 
of a man allegedly behaving in 
an abusive manner in the Corran 
Esplanade in Oban, a 34-year-
old was arrested. The man was 
searched and a small amount of 
what is believed to be ecstasy 
was found. The man was later 
charged with the o� ences, was 
held for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� IF ANY member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they  can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through  Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Veterans in high spirits 
for maritime challenge
INJURED veterans with little 
or no sailing experience piloted 
a tall ship into Oban and Tober-
mory this week on a 2,000-mile 
expedition around the British 
Isles.

The Round Britain Challenge 
set sail from Falmouth harbour 
on Saturday August 5 with a 
crew of 17 ex-servicemen and 
women who are living, sleeping 
and working on board the 92ft, 
88-tonne Spirit of Falmouth, 
which weighs the same as a blue 
whale.

The historic ship, built on the 
Mersey in 1984 and donated by 
the Prince’s Trust, is a replica 
of a 250-year-old schooner. The 
crew moored off Port Ellen on 
Islay, then Oban on Monday 
and Tobermory on Wednesday, 
before embarking for Skye and 
Orkney. They hope to finish 
back in Falmouth in September.

The voyage is organised by 
Turn to Starboard, a charity 
helping military personnel 
suffering with physical injuries 
or mental trauma by providing 

sailing courses and trips. It aims 
to help participants re-engage, 
re-integrate and gain new skills 
to help start new careers.

Skipper Dan Fielding, who 
was medically discharged from 
the Royal Marines in 2008, told 
The Oban Times he was reaching 

the depths of despair before 
discovering Turn to Starboard.

‘When you get out of the 
military you can feel a bit use-

less,’ he said. ‘There are some 
guys here who would not leave 
their house. I was exactly the 
same, and now I am a skipper 
of a tallship. She has helped a 
lot, getting people out on the 
water and enjoying life. Now 
I am helping give back what I 
got, and it is probably the most 
wonderful thing in the world.’

Dan, in Oban on his second 
expedition, praised its new pon-
toons. ‘One of the guys coming 
on board has a leg amputed 
above the knee, so it makes 
getting on and off far better. We 
have to do some sail repairs: we 
got caught in a really big blow 
off the Isle of Man. It just went 
mad: 17 to 45 knots in five min-
utes. Being out at sea teaches 
people to face their fears. We 
have to get through it together. 
You bond as a team.’

‘We are all on the same boat,’ 
said first mate ‘Big Al’, an 
ex-cavalry officer once ‘written 
off’ with a brain injury and 
broken neck but now training 
to be a yachtmaster. ‘It gives the 
confidence boost that veterans 
are looking for,’ he said. ‘It is 
like being back on a horse.’

New debt service lands £3.75m funding boost
A NEW service to support 
Argyll and Bute residents with 
debt issues has been officially 
launched.

Money Skills Argyll is sup-
ported by the Big Lottery Fund 
and the European Social Fund 
through the Delivering Finan-
cial Inclusion programme.

Argyll and Bute Council and 
key partners have been awarded 
the £3.75 million contract to 

deliver a range of financial inclu-
sion services in the area for the 
next three years. The partners 
will offer free impartial and 
confidential services aimed at re-
ducing the burden of debt to lone 
parents, workless households and 
low-income households.

Money Skills Argyll is a 
partnership comprising, Argyll 
and Bute Council, Big Lottery 
Fund, Argyll and Bute Adult 

Learning and Literacy Service, 
Argyll and Bute Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau, Argyll Community 
Housing Association, Fyne 
Homes, West Highland Hous-
ing Association, Dunbritton 
Housing Association, Argyll 
Networks, ALI Energy, Bute 
Advice Centre, Carr Gomm, 
HELP and Kintyre Youth En-
quiry Service.

The project partners will 

offer help, advice and support 
with debt and money advice, 
computer skills, money man-
agement, income maximisation 
and fuel poverty for up to 3,000 
people across Argyll and Bute.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council, said: ‘We want to help 
as many people as possible 
to reduce their debts and the 
money from the Big Lottery 

Fund and the European Social 
Fund will help us achieve that 
ambition.

‘The service will make a real 
difference to the lives of many 
people who may be struggling 
to manage their finances. The 
partners will work together 
to provide a personal service 
offering practical help to help 
address the needs of individuals 
and households.’

A few of the Spirit of Falmouth’s crew moored at Oban’s new pontoons are, left to right, veterans 
Chris, Andy, Rich, Dixie, Dan, Big Al, Pat, Emz, Gary and Ash.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

IN SCOTLANDCELEBRATED

www.scottishsalmon.com
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the Cowal Highland 

Gathering
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Oban Saints youths’ 
results and � xtures

Football

Oban Saints      0          
Motherwell Thistle    3             
SAFL Premier Division

Youth football

Youth shinty

Football
Scottish Amateur FL
results and � xtures

Youth Football

Two league defeats in a row as 
Saints go down to Motherwell

Shinty

OBAN and District Sunday 
League football will be 
holding a registration night next 
Wednesday August 30 to sign 
up the next batch of young local 
football talent.
 If anyone is interested in their 
child learning to play football 
in a fun and safe environment,  
the registration will take place 
in the meeting room at Atlantis 
Leisure from 6.30pm to 8pm 
for all children who have just 
started primary one.
 If anyone can’t make it along 
then look on Facebook by 
searching under Oban Primary 
Football and leave details on 
there.
  All of the teams are coached 
by volunteers so the league is 
looking for those interested 
in helping to coach the new 
primary one team to register 
their interest as well.
 All coaches will be PVG 
checked and will be given ap-
propriate SFA coach education.

Registration night 
for Sunday league 
footballers

LAST Saturday’s results: Pre-
mier Division - Oban Saints 0, 
Motherwell Thistle 3; Premier 
One - Campbeltown Pupils no 
game; Premier Two - Duncanrig 
3, Tarbert 0; Lochgilphead Red 
Star 9, Cardross 1.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - East Kilbride 
v Oban Saints; Drumchapel 
Colts v Alba Thistle; Goldenhill 
v Inverclyde; Premier Division 
One - Campbeltown Pupils v 
Kings Park Rangers; Premier 
Division Two - Houston v 
Tarbert; Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Busby.

OBAN Saints first home fixture 
of the 2017-18 season ended in 
a disappointing defeat against 
Motherwell Thistle at Glen-
cruitten last Saturday. After 
the previous weekend’s defeat 
at newly-promoted Hillington, 
Saints manager Alex Craik had 
hoped for an improved display 
on home territory.
 The dismal start to the season 
continued with another tooth-
less display against the South 
Lanarkshire men who followed 
up convincing Centenary Cup 
wins over Kings Park Rangers 
and Duncanrig FP with a 
comfortable victory in their first 
league outing.

Saints welcomed back experi-
enced figures Craig Campbell, 
Paul Carmichael and Keith 
Millar to the starting line-up 
with Alex Craik and Daniel 
Croarkin dropping to the bench 
and youngsters Nathan Allan, 
Cammy Kerr and Kenny Black 
returning to the youth ranks. 

Graham Douglas lined up 
in goal behind a back four of 
Matthew Kelly, skipper Marc 
Maccallum, Craig Campbell 
and Scott Maitland. Willie 

Gemmell was joined in midfield 
by returnees Paul Carmichael 
and Keith Millar. Up front Dean 
Smith lead the line flanked by 
Fraser MacFarlane and Craig 
MacEwan. On the bench were 
Alex Craik, Daniel Croarkin, 
Shaun MacIver, David McPhee 
and David Smith.

Motherwell Thistle had a 
squad of just 12 players and ref-
eree Jimmy Litster, resplendent 
in his pink kit, allowed a 30-min-
ute delay to kick-off pending the 
late arrival of a car load of play-
ers who had experienced some 
mechanical difficulties en-route.

Of the dozen who did eventu-
ally turn up, 10 had featured in 
Thistle’s 3 -2 victory in their only 
previous visit to Oban last April 
contrasting starkly with the 11 
changes in the Saints ranks.

Saints kicked off and opened 
brightly attacking the railway 
end on an excellent Glencruitten 
surface which defied the recent 
heavy rain which continued to 
fall well into the first half. 

Inside the opening minute 
Craig MacEwan hit the top of 
the crossbar from an acute angle 
on the left with Thistle keeper 
Paul Aiton well beaten. In the 
fourth minute Thistle central 
defender James Gibbons made 
a vital interception to halt Paul 
Carmichael’s driving run into 

the 18-yard box. Sixty seconds 
later Dean Smith sent a low shot 
wide of target after a good turn 
20 yards from goal.

Graham Douglas in the Saints 
goal produced a stunning save 
60 seconds later springing high 
to his right to stop a delightful 
curling left foot effort from 
Colin Gillies.

Saints pressed the self destruct 
button on the half hour mark 
sparking a disastrous eight-min-
ute spell which would see the 
visitors race into a three-goal 
lead. 

Another misplaced pass on the 
half-way line was intercepted 
by William McMaster, who 
fed James Faughnan. Paul 
Carmichael’s clumsy challenge 
just inside the Saints box sent 
Faughnan tumbling and had 
referee Litster pointing to the 
penalty spot. Colin Gillies slot-
ted the spot kick low to the right 
of Graham Douglas sending the 
Saints keeper in the opposite 
direction to open the scoring.

Responded
Willie Gemmell responded 

with Saints’ first effort on target 
which Paul Aiton saved well low 
down to his left but more agony 
was to follow in the 32nd minute.

The visitors once again 
ruthlessly exploited Saints’ 
deficiencies with Colin Gillies 
intercepting a wayward pass 
on the Saints’ left, to then find 
James Faughnan in acres of 
space and he lofted the ball over 
the advancing Graham Douglas 
to double the Thistle advantage.

The visitors completed their 

devastating period in the 38th 
minute with an excellently-craft-
ed goal which left Saints with a 
mountain to climb. Colin Gillies 
beat Scott Maitland wide on the 
Thistle right with a delightful 
turn opening up space for him to 
measure a low cross to the front 
post where James Faughnan was 
first to react bagging his second 
goal of the afternoon.

Saints Manager Alex Craik 
made a tactical switch at half-
time moving to a 4-4-2 forma-
tion. This change necessitated 
a personnel change with Fraser 
MacFarlane coming off to be 
replaced by Daniel Croarkin 
taking up the right back berth 
vacated by Matthew Kelly, who 
moved into midfield.

Good early second half pres-
sure from Saints forced a corner 
kick on the right which Willie 
Gemmell placed onto the head 
of Craig MacEwan, bringing 
out a spectacular save from Paul 
Aiton who palmed the ball over 
his crossbar.

Craig Campbell’s afternoon 
came to an end in the 50th 
minute with a recurrence of the 
thigh strain which has plagued 
him for some time. 

David McPhee came on to 
replace Craig in central defence 
slotting in well alongside Marc 
Maccallum on his competitive 
debut for the club.

Saints hit the woodwork for the 
third time in the 54th minute 
when Dean Smith controlled a 
Willie Gemmell pass and raced 
into the box before striking the 
outside of the post with a decent 

effort under pressure from Gary 
Tomlinson. Saints were handed 
a lifeline on the hour mark when 
Anthony Mitchell brought down 
Dean Smith just inside the This-
tle penalty area. Last season’s 
top scorer Craig MacEwan 
accepted the challenge, however 
Paul Aiton has an excellent 
record in those situations and 
dived to his left to block Craig’s 
effort.

Twisted
The injury worries increased 

for Saints in the 68th minute 
when Dean Smith twisted awk-
wardly on his left ankle and had 
to be helped from the field.

Shaun MacIver came on for 
Dean in a straight swap joining 
Craig MacEwan up front.

Saints continued to enjoy the 
majority of possession but with 
a lack of urgency which gave the 
solid Thistle back four far too 
comfortable an afternoon.

Unable to penetrate the visi-
tor’s back line, Saints resorted to 
shots from distance from which 
Paul Aiton produced another 
spectacular save to deny Willie 
Gemmell from 25 yards.

Craig MacEwan followed this 
up with an effort from 20 yards, 
which failed to trouble the 
keeper before Willie Gemmell 
followed suit firing high and 
wide after collecting a Daniel 
Croarkin throw-in from the 
right.

Second half substitute Shaun 
MacIver added to the procession 
of off-target shots firing narrow-
ly wide of the postage stamp 
corner from 22-yards when a 

pass to Craig MacEwan might 
have been a better option.

David Smith joined the action 
replacing Keith Millar in the 
middle of the park.

Mr Litster, who had a good 
game, brought proceedings to a 
close after three added minutes 
consigning Saints to back-to-
back league defeats ahead of the 
daunting prospect of an away 
trip this Saturday to 2015-16 
Premier Division Champions 
East Kilbride.

Saints manager Alex Craik was 
gutted at the end of the game. 

He said: ‘We played well 
enough and had the majority of 
the possession, but we lacked 
penetration up front and we 
gave away three poor goals.

‘We’ve lost seven players 
from last year’s squad and are 
carrying a number of injuries 
so it is going to be a big struggle 
until we get some of the injured 
players back.’

Saints have been drawn at 
home in the first round of the 
Scottish Amatuer Cup where 
they will take on Ayrshire first 
division side Mauchline at Glen-
cruitten on Saturday September 
2. 

They have also been handed 
a home tie in the second round 
of the West of Scotland Cup 
when they face Cambusnethan 
Community. 

This match is scheduled for 
Glencruiten on Saturday Sep-
tember 16.  

Motherwell defender Daniel Young’s well-timed tackle foils
Scott Maitland as keeper Paul Aiton looks on. 

Motherwell keeper Paul Aiton makes a brilliant save palming Craig MacEwan’s header over the bar. Report and photos: Derek Black

LAST weekend’s result - 
League Cup - Under 15s 5, 
Summerston BC 0. Scoring for 
Saints were - Conor Moore (2), 
Toby MacFarlane-Barrow (2), 
and Ryan Barclay.  
 This weekend’s fixtures - 
Drumchapel United Blacks v 
Saints 2005s; Glasgow Red Star 
v Saints 2004s; Finnart v Saints 
2003s; Dumbarton Riverside 
v Saints 2002s; Drumchapel 
United v Saints 2001s.    

PRIOR to the Senior Macaulay 
Final on Saturday three area 
teams representing Oban/Bal-
lachulish, Mid Argyll and Cowal 
and Bute contested a round rob-
in tournament at Glencruitten 
Park.

This tournament showcases 
the best talent across the South 
area at S1 level in the hope that 
it will promote an increase in 
participation at this age group. 

With three teams competing, 
each team played the other twice 
and the winner was decided by 
who topped the group at the end 
of the league games. 

Mid Argyll were up first 
against the Oban area team.  
From the start Oban put pres-
sure on the less-experienced 

Artemis Macaulay S1 tournament
Mid Argyll side and at the end 
of the 16-minute game had 
managed to win by 3-0.

Mid Argyll then faced Cowal 
and Bute and the Cowal area 
team put the same score line 
past Mid Argyll. It was clear 
that the next game would be 
close and it was won by a goal to 
nil against the Oban area team 
which proved decisive in the 
end.

The next round of games 
took place and the younger 
Mid Argyll side, although still 
losing both games, had shown a 
vast improvement getting used 
to the bigger pitch and playing 
12-a-side. 

The final game would be a de-
cider between Cowal and Bute 

and Oban and Ballachulish.  As 
with the first game it was a great 
match with excellent skills and 
tactical awareness demonstrat-
ed.

Despite some clear chances 
for both teams, no goals were 
scored and the Cowal and Bute 
team won by virtue of their 
earlier defeat of Oban and Bal-
lachulish.

The victorious team were pre-
sented their medals and trophy 
by Camanachd Association 
president Jim Barr and thanks 
went to the MacAulay Associa-
tion and Artemis which kindly 
sponsored the event this year. Winners of the Macaulay S1 tournament were Cowal and Bute

Murdoch ‘Murdie’ 
Cameron, Glasgow 
Skye Shinty Club

ONE OF the last members of 
the Glasgow Skye Shinty Club 
has died at home in Hamilton 
aged 83. Murdoch (Murdie 
or Lochiel) was brought up in 
Hamilton and was coached as a 
youngster by his uncle Donald 
Dunn, a well-known Ballachu-
lish and Glasgow exponent of 
the caman.  
 He played for Glasgow Skye 
and was their last secretary 
when they folded in 1959. He 
then played for a couple of 
seasons with Glasgow Mid-Ar-
gyll.
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Huntly     4
Fort William    0
Highland League

Boxing

Three Peaks

Huntly 
too strong 
for Fort 
William

FORT William returned home 
still without a point in the 
Highland League this season 
after suffering their fifth defeat 
of the campaign at the hands of 
Huntly.

The team traveled north-
east on Saturday with a fresh 
sense of optimism after some 
encouraging performances in 
this campaign so far, despite not 
picking up any points.

Fort co-manager, Ali Smith, 
vowed to go into the Huntly 
match with an attacking mind-
set, which was evident in the 
way the team lined up.

In the first half hour of the 
match, the two teams were 
quite evenly matched although 
the home side were beginning 
to test the Fort’s defensive 
resilience.

The breakthrough came in the 
34th minute as Huntly’s Martin 
Charlesworth scored the open-
ing goal. Despite this setback, 
the Fort managed to hold out 
until the half-time break.

The visitors suffered another 
setback, however, as Mike Ewen 
scored on the 56th minute to 
double Huntly’s lead.

Fort William once again 
picked themselves up and dug 
deep to try and rescue some 
points from this tie but as the 
clock ticked on, a Fort William 
goal seemed more and more 
unlikely.

A fatal blow was dealt to the 
Lochaber men when Calvin 
Roddie slotted the ball into the 
net to make it 3-0 for the Black 
and Golds, ensuring that the 
three points stayed in Aber-
deenshire.

Huntly’s Michael Clark ex-
ploited the tiring Fort’s defence, 
rounding up the home side’s 
scoring with an effort two min-
utes into added time to secure a 
4-0 win for Huntly.

Fort William’s next fixture 
in the Highland League is this 
Saturday, August 26, where 
they take on Strathspey Thistle 
at Claggan Park in the most 
important game of the season 
so far for both of these teams.

Ross sets 
new record 
for Three 
Peaks 
Challenge

A GROWING number of peo-
ple have now accomplished what 
is known as the Three Peaks 
Challenge, scaling the highest 
mountains in Scotland, England 
and Wales.

It is most commonly accom-
plished within 24 hours by 
hiking and driving. Fewer have 
managed to do that and cycle 
between each peak.

But Ross Malpass, who’s 
mother, Elizabeth Stokes, lives 
in Ardgour, is now the record 
holder for that amazing feat.

Earlier this month, Ross 
managed to climb each peak 
and cycle a total of 430 miles 
in 37 hours 33 minutes, a time 
that broke the existing record by 
almost five hours.

The cycle record for the chal-
lenge was set in 1980 by Stephen 
Poulton, at the time a serving 
Royal Air Force officer, who did 
it in 41 hours and 51 minutes.

Ross’s full bike route came out 
at 430 miles. That broke down 
into 192 miles from Snowdon to 
Scafell Pike. Then a further 238 
miles up to Fort William.

Up until that point, the longest 
ride Ross had ever undertaken 
was 164 miles.

An experienced cyclist in both 
racing and endurance events, 
Ross, who lives in Lytham St 
Anne’s with his own young 
family, was as well prepared as 
anyone could have been for the 
challenge.

Asked if he had begun to doubt 
whether the challenge was a 
good idea when he reached the 
Highlands, Ross laughed: ‘To be 
honest, I’d started questioning 
the sense of it about 80 miles in 
from the start in Wales.’

By the time he reached Ran-
noch Moor and the last leg into 
Fort William, Ross admits he 
had nearly ‘emptied the tank’.

‘The stretch across Rannoch 
Moor seemed to last forever and 
I had the wind blowing right in 
my face, which didn’t help,’ he 
said.

‘So it was a huge relief when I 
pulled into the car park for the 
climb up Ben Nevis, knowing I 
wouldn’t have to get back on the 
bike. It was not so much a phys-
ical tiredness - by that point my 
bum was so sore I could hardly 
sit on the saddle.’

Despite feeling exhausted on 
the ascent, Ross made it to the 
summit in a record-setting time. 
‘I was so happy I pretty much ran 
down - but managed to stumble 
and fall and got a few cuts and 
grazes as a result.’

Ross, who has also spent a 
lot of time cycling in Ardgour, 
happily confirms he will not be 
trying to break his own record 
any time soon: ‘Nope. I don’t 
think so, although I do think I 
could shave a few hours off my 
record if the conditions were 
perfect.’

Mum Elizabeth says she could 
not be more proud of her cycling 
son: ‘I think it is a fantastic 
achievement. You just need to 
look at the photographs of Ross 
before and after to see how 
much it took out of him.’

Lochaber boxer is all ready 
to strike for European gold

Boxer Cameron Whyte is training hard ahead of his trip to the 
European Junior Championships in Bulgaria next month.

Testing conditions at Lochaber Yacht Club regatta
LOCHABER Yacht Club’s annual re-
gatta provided a stern test for sailors on 
Saturday, as the challenging conditions 
on Loch Linnhe made for some compet-
itive racing.

Wintery winds and relentless rain made 
the initial morning racing particularly 
tricky.

Challenging
Club commodore, Hamish Loudon 

said: ‘Conditions for the morning races 
were challenging to say the least. Gusts 
of 25 knots and above gave the safety 
boat some work to do standing by the 
capsized dinghies.

‘Particular praise should go to the 

THIS  week’s winning Fort Wil-
liam Golf Club lotto numbers 
were 2, 13 and 14.  There were 
no winners so £1,500 is availa-
ble for draw today, Thursday 
August 24.

The winning Ballachulish 
Shinty lottery numbers this 
week are 2, 12 and 14. There 
were no winners again so it is a 
£1,000 draw next week.

Winning numbers for the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 9, 11 
and 20. There were no winning 
tickets so there is a jackpot of 
£900 up for grabs this week.

The Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto numbers for this 
week were 5, 12 and 8. There 
were no winners this week so 
the jackpot will be £200 next 
week.

LOCHABER’S rising boxing 
star Cameron Whyte will be 
looking to add European gold 
to British silver for his 2017 
medal haul when he travels to 
next month’s European Junior 
Boxing Championships in 
Bulgaria.

Whyte, who is just 15 and 
fights out of the Lochaber 
Phoenix Boxing Club in Fort 
William, won silver in the 48-
50kg category at the GB Junior 
Boxing Championships in the 
spring at Sheffield.

It followed district, Scotland 
and British titles at schoolboy 
level last year for the youngster, 
who has only lost twice in the 
last two years and both times to 
European champions.

And the recent two weekends 
of assessments by the Scotland 
selectors has now seen the 
talented Spean Bridge fighter 
selected at 50kg junior level for 
the five-strong Euro squad for 
what will see, as always, some 
seriously tough bouts for the 
Scottish boys.

But Whyte now has a wealth 
of experience under his belt at 

and have never looked back,’ he 
added.

He says he is looking forward 
to the Bulgaria trip and relish-
ing the chance to test himself 
against Europe’s best junior 
boxers.

‘Yeah, it will be tough because 
I’ve gone up a couple of weight 
divisions as well, but I’m confi-
dent I can do well.

‘And all the folk at the club 
have been really chuffed for me 
getting selected and I am sure 
they’ll be cheering me on.’

And Clark added: ‘Cameron’s 
a great talent and very dedicat-
ed to his sport. He’s been boxing 
since he was 10 and trains six 
days a week, sometimes twice a 
day.

‘Last year he became the first 
Scottish schoolboy boxer to ever 
win a silver medal at European 
championships and that takes 
some doing.

‘So the club is naturally very 
proud of him and his achiev-
ments.’

international level, reaching 
the quarter-finals of the 2015 
European championships when 
they were held in Moscow.

Last year he did even better 
when he made history by 
becoming the first Scottish 
schoolboy boxer to ever reach a 
final at the European champi-
onships, winning a silver medal 
in Zagreb in Croatia.

Lochaber club coach Niall 
Clark says this year will see 
an especially tough European 
event for the young fighter, as 
moving up to the junior level 
means Whyte will be one of 
the youngest boxers in his age 
group.

‘Some of the fighters in this 
group will be almost two years 
older in a sport where a year can 
make a big difference in physi-
cal maturity,’ Clark said.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times this week, Whyte said 
he was enjoying his sport more 
than ever.

‘I started when I was 10 after 
I saw a leaflet at my mum’s and 
she suggested I give it a try - so 
I did and absolutely loved it 

‘Cameron’s been boxng since 
he was 10 and trains six days a 
week, sometimes twice a day’

There was close racing in the junior races. 

junior crews, some of whom had only 
learned to sail at the club in June this 
year.’

The afternoon racing was more enjoya-
ble despite the persistent rain.

The fast handicap dinghy class was won 
in style by the trapeze artists, Jon Gay 
and Paul Biggin, in the Mean Machine, 
followed by Mike Campbell and Liz 
Merry in a Laser 2000. 

The Junior racers had a very close 
battle for the Simpson Trophy with Josh 
Balcombe and Lyra Swaby just finishing 
first.

The three-person keelboats of the 
Soling class enjoyed exciting racing in 

the brisk conditions with Solaris coming 
out on top being the only boat to hoist a 
spinnaker, and survive.

After the prize giving, all the sailors 
and friends enjoyed an excellent BBQ 
supper when the rain finally stopped.

Instructors
Anyone wishing to try sailing should 

come down to the club on a Thursday 
evening when instructors are available 
from 6.30pm, or watch the racing on a 
Monday or Wednesday evening.

For further details see the club website 
at www.lochaber-yacht-club.co.uk.

Regatta Results: Fast handicap din-
ghies, Britannia Cup: 1 Jon Gay and Paul 

Biggin in Laser 5000;  2 Mike Campbell 
and Liz Merry in Laser 2000.

Junior slow handicap dinghies, Simp-
son Trophy: 1 Josh Balcombe and Lyra 
Swaby; 2 Ronnie Fulford and Caiden 
Collins; 3 Freya Balcombe and Yasmin 
Dalley.

Keelboats, Soling Trophy: 1 Hamish 
Loudon, Brendan Woods and Iain 
Loudon in Solaris; 2 Andy McKenna, 
Liz Loudon and John Wilson in Just 
Gonnie No;  3 Kenny Clark, Stephanie 
James and Harry Jeffrey in Maverix.

All the winners from Saturday’s regatta.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 24, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 01.27 0.7 07.15 3.9 13.29 0.5 19.21 4.1
Fri 02.05 0.8 07.48 3.8 14.07 0.6 19.54 3.9
Sat 02.41 1.0 08.19 3.7 14.43 0.9 20.27 3.7
Sun 03.18 1.3 08.51 3.5 15.21 1.2 21.00 3.5
Mon 03.58 1.5 09.28 3.3 16.03 1.5 21.36 3.2
Tues 04.46 1.7 10.15 3.1 16.53 1.7 22.20 3.0
Wed 05.46 1.9 11.33 2.9 17.52 1.9 23.41 2.8             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

5
17

16

Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 16ºC.
Friday Cloudy with light rain showers
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 17ºC.
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Grab 
your seats...
The 67 plate 
is here

CLICK HERE to download your FREE copy


