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TIMESLINE

PREMIER PIPING 
COMPETITIONS

AT VENUES ACROSS 
OBAN

Wednesday 24th August 2016
PIOBAIREACHD Gold Medal

MacGregor Memorial Competition
Senior Piobaireachd

LIGHT MUSIC:
March, Strathspey & Reel 

(former winners)

Admission £10 

Concessions £8

Child (under 14) £5

 Family Ticket £25

Tickets available at park 

& Oban Tourist Centre

Car Park £5

The Argyllshire Gathering

OBAN 
HIGHLAND GAMES

Mossfi eld Park, Oban
Thursday 25th August 2016

March to Games Field leaves Station Square at 10.30am
OBAN HIGH SCHOOL PIPE BAND 

12noon from Station Square
Highland Dancing • Track & Field Events • Traditional Heavy Events • Piping

Juvenile Exhibition Shinty (starts 9.30)
Tug O’ War •  Fun Races •  Heritage Tent •  Trade Stands

MacGregor Memorial Competition

Artie Trezise formally of the Singing Kettle will be performing his new show 
Artie’s Tartan Tales. 

He will be telling stories getting our younger audience 
to join in and might even sing a few songs too.

SKERRYVORE took some 
time out from their seven week 
tour of the USA to confi rm that 
Oban Live will return in 2017 
on the June 2 and 3 at Mossfi eld 
Stadium. 

The band’s international suc-
cess will also benefi t the event 
and region as it was confi rmed 
that US tour company Prime 
Tours will partner with Oban 
Live 2017, bringing visitors from 
across America and Canada to 
Argyll to experience the open- 
air concert, the event fringe and 
other local tourist attractions. 

This partnership is expected 
to further increase the economic 
benefi ts to the town, with Oban 
Live 2016 providing an econom-

ic boost of more than £1million.
The independent visitor report, 

conducted by Stirling-based 
MKA Economics, also stated 
that 74.9 per cent of attendees 
stayed in the town for two plus 
nights highlighting the signifi -
cant benefi t to local accommo-
dation providers and businesses. 

A full copy of the report can be 
downloaded from the Oban Live 
website.

Dave Matthews, President of 
US company Prime Tours spoke 
of his excitement at bringing 
customers to Argyll for the fi rst 
time.

He said: ‘Prime Tours is very 
excited to bring our group of 
American music fans of Skerry-

vore to Scotland to hear the band 
on their home turf, and explore 
their wonderful country. 

‘We have brought American 
Celtic bands and their fans to 
Scotland before, but this is our 
fi rst time bringing fans to see a 
Scottish band in Argyll. 

‘Skerryvore is one of the top 
Celtic bands in America and 
we’re delighted to be serving 
their American fans. We also 
love bringing our music groups 
to Scotland because of the won-
derful history, scenery, food, 
and especially the warm people 
of Scotland.’

Martin Gillespie, piper and 
whistle player with Skerryvore, 
was delighted to welcome the 

fi rst international partner of the 
event.

He said: ‘It is a huge boost to 
the town and event that Prime 
Tours have chosen Oban Live 
as the main focus of their tour 
package. Partnerships like this 
are essential for Oban Live to be 
successful and we hope to secure 
more local and international 
partnerships going forward to 
ensure the sustainability of the 
event.’

Early bird tickets and fi rst 
acts of Oban Live 2017 will be 
announced soon, until then peo-
ple can keep up to date with the 
latest information on the website 
www.obanlive.com as well as all 
the social media platforms. 

Oban Live confi rmed for 2017

Hospital beds 
‘recon� gured’

SAS says response 
times improving
THE SCOTTISH Ambulance 
Service has assured people it 
responds to life-threatening 
calls within seven minutes 
within the Oban area.

The assurances were given 
after a woman waited for 
more than one hour for an 
ambulance outside the Cale-
donian Hotel, in Oban. 

A spokesman for the Scot-
tish Ambulance Service said: 
‘Sta�  rosters at Oban are at 
full establishment and there 
are currently no vacancies. 

‘Response times in the area 
continue to improve and the 
average response for poten-
tially life-threatening calls is 
around seven minutes.’

The spokesman also said 
there was no shortage of 
sta�  in the town. 

FOUR beds in Lorn and Islands 
hospital are being ‘recon� g-
ured’ as ‘short-term assessment 
beds’. 

The four beds have been med-
ical beds, on ward B. 

Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership (HSCP) 
said it was recon� guring the 
acute medical unit to build on 
the services that are currently 
provided to patients from the 
hospital.

A spokesman for the HSCP 
said: ‘The introduction of these 
assessment beds will provide 
an opportunity for patients 
to spend more time with the 
hospital’s medical, nursing and 
other associated professionals 
without the need to be admit-
ted to the hospital.’

Exciting discovery could 
rewrite Iona’s history
THE SITE of a potential pre-
historic village has been found 
on the island of Iona close to the 
site of the primary school.

Pottery, flints and other 
prehistoric materials found 
during the archaeological dig 
could redefine the history of the 
world-famous island and take 
its history back more than 2,500 
years.

The items unearthed, and be-
lieved to be five times older than 
the settlement of St Columba’s 
time in 563 AD, were made 
during excavation works for 
the building of an extension to 
the island’s primary school. A 
two metre wall protecting the 
village was also discovered.

Archaeologists from across 
Scotland and throughout the 
world have taken an interest 
in the findings and are now 
waiting for various dating and 
classification processes to take 
place to understand them.

An archaeological team 
have discovered two different 
periods of building on top of 
the original village mound  of 
more than 1,000 years, and a 
previously unknown extension 
to the medieval vallum, or wall, 
has all been found in a shallow 
ditch next to the school. 

The extent of the wall may re-
write experts’ understanding of 
the way in which the community 
on the island in 600 and 700 AD 
worked together.

But the finds may also prove 
the history of the island is much 
more complex in its significance 
to spirituality than the founda-
tions of Celtic Christianity. 

Due to the constraints of the 

site, the finds will be recorded, 
samples removed and the site 
then covered over with concrete, 
with remains being preserved 
and stored.

The archaeological work has 
been carried out by Dr Clare 
Ellis of Argyll Archaeology 

Ltd. Calling the finds ‘hugely 
interesting’, Dr Ellis said she 
was keen to get back onto the 
site later in the year when sew-
age tanks were due to be fitted.

Dr Ellis continued: ‘A later 
vallum on Iona was to separate 
the religious community of the 

island from the rest of the is-
land. It is likely that the vallum 
boundary was built in the 7th 
century. This is much later than 
the earlier prehistoric finds.

‘The remains of a turf bank 
with a cobble base can also be 
clearly seen. 

‘This bank is on the same 
alignment as the ditch, though 
it is notable that it has been cut 
by the ditch, indicating that it 
pre-dates this feature. 

‘It seems very likely that the 
turf bank and ditch are early 
medieval in date, perhaps 7th or 
8th century, and may represent 
the remains of an unknown 
monastic boundary, while the 
underlying soils appear likely to 
date from the late Bronze Age 
or Iron Age.

‘What is most exciting to me 
is that the lines of the property 
that exist now are very similar to 
the property lines that existed 
more than 2,000 years ago.’

Archaeologist Hugh McBrien, 
of statutory body West of Scot-
land Archaeology, said he was 
‘excited about the finds on Iona’.

Mr McBrien said: ‘When finds 
like this come along it allows the 
past to speak to us. There are no 
written records, of course, so all 
we have to go on is what is in the 
ground.

‘It seems likely this is an ec-
clesiastical vallum for the main 
abbey or one unknown about.

‘When we find something 
unexpected, as in this case, we 
have to stop and reconsider 
what we previously understood 
about the site.

‘What is becoming clear is 
that when the ice sheets rolled 
back off Scotland some 10-
12,000 years ago the Mesolithic 
hunter gatherers moved onto 
the islands and followed the 
retreating ice.

‘What we now have on Iona is 
evidence that people lived on 
the island, created boundaries 
and set up communities long be-
fore the lands were ‘discovered’ 
by St Columba.’

EXCLUSIVE
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The archaelogical teams have discovered two di� erent periods of building on top of an original 
village mound.

POLICE have launched a 
road safety campaign three 
weeks earlier than the rest of 
the country after new figures 
show an increase in the num-
ber of people who have been 
killed and seriously injured on 
roads in Argyll and Bute.

This week, Argyll and Bute 
Road Safety Group launched 
a four-week local rural roads 
safety initiative in advance of 
a national campaign which 
is due to take place between 
September 5 and 11.

The A83, A82, A85 and the 
A816 will be among roads 
patrolled by safety group 
partners including Police 
Scotland, Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service and the coun-
cil Road Safety Unit. 

Chief Inspector Marlene 
Baillie, Area Commander for 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Oban, 
Lorn and the Islands said: 
‘This [increase] causes real 
concern and the group is 
working hard to try to prevent 
such accidents occurring. 

‘As part of our response we 
will be engaging in a number 
of activities in an effort to 
influence driver behaviour 
and keep our roads safe.

‘There will be an increased 
police presence at priority 
locations with officers using 
speed detecting equipment, 
patrolling in unmarked vehi-
cles and engaging with drivers 
to give road safety advice. 

‘There will also be young 
driver events, biker first aid 
training and car seat safety 
initiatives. 

‘However, there is also a 
responsibility on road users to 
ensure their own safety by not 
engaging in dangerous driving 
activity such as speeding, 
mobile phone usage or over-
taking without safe clearance.’

Road safety 
campaign 
launched 
early

For your free, no obligation, 
initial assessment contact 

Wallace Optometrists 
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban 

Tel: 01631 563170

Kids go 
FREE

11-12 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll  PA34 4AZ

01631 563170
Kodak and the Kodak trade dress are trademarks 

of Kodak used under license by Signet Armorlite, Inc.

FREE* Spectacles

FREE* Sight test

Do You Suffer From Sore, 
Gritty or Red Eyes?
Are Your Eyelids 
Crusty or Infl amed?
Do Your Eyes Feel Dry or 
Uncomfortable Using 
A Computer?
Have You Been Told You 
Have Dry Eyes or Blepharitis?
Do You Use Comfort Drops 
To Help But They Don‛t 
Seem To Work? 

If you answer yes to any of the above 
questions then Wallace Optometrists can help. 

Our specialist Dry Eye Clinic is dedicated to 
using leading edge treatments for dry eyes 
and blepharitis. Traditional methods using 
comfort drops or antibiotics can help treat 
the symptoms but seldom deal with the 
underlying causes of your discomfort. 

Recently introduced treatments only available at 
Wallace Optometrists now deal with the causes 
of your discomfort as well as your symptoms.

Yes No

12 page guide to further education, 
vocational training and career options#yourfuture

Established 1861  No 8316

FREE INSIDE
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Make the home ENErGY Improvements 
you need wIth an Interest-free loan 

from the ScottIsh Government* 

%
INTErEST

Get heatIng advIce
and fInance to

Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust. Successful loans are subject to 
administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.

Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Distillery 
presentations
BOWMORE Distillery’s 
former manager and cur-
rent master distiller Eddie 
MacAffer is to retire at the 
end of next month after 50 
years service at the island 
distillery.

Mr MacAffer began work 
at the distillery on the 
shores of Lochindaal in 
1966 after a brief spell in the 
Merchant Navy.  He went on 
to gain valuable experience 
in almost all areas of the 
distilling process and these 
duties included those of 
head warehouse man, head 
maltman and brewer. 

He was appointed manager 
in 2007 and held this post 
until 2013 when he planned 
to retire. He was persuaded 
to stay on and serve for an-
other three years as master 
distiller following the ap-
pointment of David Turner 
as distillery manager. In 
2013 the Whisky Magazine 
bestowed on Mr MacAffer 
the accolade of Distillery 
Manager of the Year.  

At a buffet lunch to mark 
his impending retirement 
and 68th birthday on August 
1, Mr MacAffer  was pre-
sented with a ‘too good to 
eat cake’, cheque, decanter 
and a one-off bottling of 
43-year-old  Bowmore whis-
ky. Tokens of appreciation 
were also received by Liz, 

his wife and helpmate for 
the past 30 years. The cou-
ple are shortly to move to 
Johnstone, Liz’s home town, 
where they will spent their 
retirement.

Mr MacAffer is one of four 
Bowmore boys who have  
served as managers of the 
local distillery, now owned 
by Beam Suntory. The oth-
ers are Jim MacEwan,  Islay 
Campbell and Iain ‘Percy’ 
MacPherson, and I’m happy 
to report that all are still in 
good spirits!

The buffet lunch also 
marked 40 years service 
by Angus Darroch, the 
distillery’s stillman for the 
past 34 years.  Mr Darroch, 
who previously worked in 
the malt barn and has no 
immediate retirement plans, 
also received a decanter and 
another special Bowmore 
whisky bottling.

Both recipients  also 
received commendations 

from the present distillery 
manager and from Alastair 
Longwell, the senior man-
ager for  Scotch Distillation 
and Maturation at the par-
ent company.

Half Marathon
A WELL-KNOWN runner 
from Kintyre was first past 
the post at the island’s 30th 
annual half marathon held 
in ideal weather conditions 
on August 6.

Kenneth Campbell from 
Campbeltown completed 
the race in 1:14:32, while his 
‘wee toon’ colleague Stuart 
MacGeachy  came second 
and finished the course in 
1:18:11.

Coming in third was Arran 
athlete Elliot Sedman who 
breasted the tape in 1:19:27.

The top local runner was 
Josh Wood with a time of 
1:27:10, Stuart Rountree’s 
time of 1:0:51. saw him in 
second place and Antony 
Bowman came third in 
1:44:40.

The first lady competitor 

returning to base in 1:27:12 
was Madeline Robinson 
from Rhu, and local  lady 
runners tasting success were 
Patricia Glancey (2:5:56), 
Marie Wiggins (2h:5:57) and 
Bronwen Currie (2:9:35). 

Team runners pulled out 
all the stops and the top 
prize went to the tongue in 
cheek ‘Rio Rejects’!

The race, still receiving 
encouraging sponsorship for 
Ardbeg Distillery, attracts 
competitors from all airts 
who enjoy participating 
and enjoy the high standard 
of the event organisation 
and the island’s legendary 
hospitality.

There was a slight decrease 
in competitor numbers this 
year and this can undoubt-
edly be put down to the 
CalMac ferry difficulties 
which have plagued travel-
lers to and from the island 
in recent weeks.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810 658

A BENDERLOCH fish and 
chip shop beat off more than 
10,000 nominees to win a 
Good Chippy Award, one of only 
300 establishments in the UK to 
do so, writes David McPhee.

Tralee Bay Fish and Chips 
received a surprise certificate 
last month in the inaugural 
competition, which is run by the 
Good Food Awards.

Owner, Paul Bailey, said: ‘We 
didn’t know anything about it 
and don’t know who nominated 
us. We are new to this.’ 

Paul and his wife Angela 
bought the premises last March 

after visiting the area many 
times during their holidays. 

‘Everything is cooked to order; 
everything is fresh,’ Paul said. 
‘We also cook for the nursing 
home, so we have to make 45 fish 
suppers at once.’

Paul and Angela are hoping to 
replace their current premises 
with a ‘proper structure’ in order 
to open a cafe to go alongside 
their chippy, which means they 
will open all year round. 

As it stands they are open from 
Easter until the last week in Oc-
tober, Tuesday to Saturday from 
4.30pm until late.

Tralee chippy takes 
home a good food award

Bunessan show correction

Paul and Angela, far right, and sta�  with their award. 17_t34Tralee

Summit set to deal with 
Islay ferry disruption
AFTER two weeks of cancel-
lations and ferry trouble on 
mainland to Islay routes, MSP 
Michael Russell has called a 
summit to get to the bottom of 
the issues.

Islanders were shocked when 
the regular ferry the MV Heb-
ridean Isles was taken for repair 
after it hit the pier at Kennacraig 
on July 23.

Reduced capacity meant vehi-
cles and passengers were often 
left behind during the busiest 
two weeks on the island. 

Responding to the huge num-
ber of concerns raised with him, 

Mr Russell, MSP for Argyll and 
Bute, has announced that he will 
be hosting a ferry summit on 
Islay, in collaboration with the 
Islay Community Council Ferry 
Committee.

The vessel struck Kennacraig 
Pier during the evening of Satur-
day  July 23 and had to be taken 
to dry dock for repairs.

This meant that the service was 
operated by a single vessel, the 
MV Finlaggan, from that date 
until Tuesday August 9. 

Mr Russell added: ‘The lack 
of an effective contingency plan 
to deal with the situation that 
occurred on the July 23 was ex-
traordinary but it is not enough 
for the Scottish Government and 

Transport Scotland to point the 
finger of blame at the company. 

‘At every level there has been 
a systemic failure to ensure that 
there are sufficient resources 
and vessels to provide back up 
in emergency situations, and 
there now needs to be a detailed 
review of the route and its rela-
tionship to other routes and the 
totality of services provided by 
the company. 

‘I have therefore suggested to 
the Islay Community Council 
Ferry Committee that we jointly 
host a summit on the island in 
October to which we will invite 
all the key players, including 
CalMac, Transport Scotland 
and the Scottish Government. 

‘The purpose of the summit 
will be to allow the facts about 
the disruption to be put on 
record, for the damage to the 
island economy and individual 
businesses to be quantified, and 
for agreement to be reached on 
a contingency plan which would 
ensure that this cannot happen 
again.’

Islay McEachern, chairwoman 
of the Islay Community Council 
Ferry Committee said: ‘As a 
committee, and on behalf to the 
island, we have to ensure that 
there is no repetition of what has 
taken place too often in recent 
years. 

‘The summit must result in a 
cast iron commitment from the 

company, Transport Scotland 
and the Scottish Government 
to put in place arrangements to 
ensure this can never happen 
again. 

‘They have to have contingency 
plans to cope with it, as well 
as with any other foreseeable 
emergency and these need to be 
written in to the new contract for 
the west coast services which was 
won by CalMac only a couple of 
months ago. 

‘Islay simply cannot afford to 
have this situation recurring 
again and again. The summit is 
our opportunity to ensure that 
there is an open transparent and 
accountable plan in place for the 
future.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

In last week’s paper we printed the wrong photograph with the 
caption – Dris, 2, with owner Janet Taylor was overall dog champi-
on. We apologise for the error and would like to congratulate Dris 

and Janet on their win.

Angus Darroch, left, and 
Eddie MacA� er with their 

decanters. Photograph: Islay 
Studios.

Marathon runners set o�  from Bowmore.

Parking charges 
boost for co� ers
PARKING charges in Oban 
raised £165,023 between 
April and June this year, 
£53,246 over the target of 
£111,777, Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee 
heard in the Corran Halls 
on Wednesday, August 
10, when Argyll and Bute 
Council reported its ‘area 
scorecard’. 

Councillors were confused 
where the money would go: 
‘We need to know more,’ said 
Councillor Elaine Robertson.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘We need to know 
where it’s gone. Since Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles put the 
money in, they should get 
most of the money back.’

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

Students give SAMS UHI 
lecturers top marks
FOUR lecturers at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Sci-
ence (SAMS UHI), based at 
Dunstaffnage near Oban, have 
gone straight to the top of the 
class after winning teaching 
awards based on student no m-
inations.

The Highlands and Islands 
Students’ Association (HISA) 
runs the annual University 
of the Highlands and Islands 
teaching awards, which recog-
nises staff members who have 
excelled in their roles.

SAMS UHI scientists won 
three of the 10 awards: Dr Fin-
lo Cottier has been named Best 
Personal Academic Tutor; Dr 
John Howe is Most Inspiring 
Lecturer and Dr David Green 
shared the Best Engagement 
with Student Voice prize. 
Prof David Pond has been 
highly commended in the 

Best Research or Dissertation 
Supervisor category.

Dr Cottier’s nomination was 
based on his ‘extraordinary’ 
contribution to his students’ 
work and was he praised for 
taking a ‘genuine interest’ in 
their academic careers and 
goals.

One of Dr Howe’s students 
said: ‘John’s passion for his 
subject is unmatchable to 
any other human I’ve ever 
met. His work with his field is 
fascinating and inspirational. 
He engages with students and 
draws them into his world and 
field, making geology easy and 
exciting to learn.

‘When I was first told he 
makes people fall in love with 
rocks, I thought it was a joke 
and like so many others, I went 
into my degree determined to 
be a biologist or conservationist 

and now I find myself obsessed 
with and loving rocks!’

In his nomination, Dr Green 
was praised for going the extra 
mile to help students reach 
their potential and Dr Pond 
was described as a lecturer 
who ‘knows how to teach and 
inspire students’. 

SAMS UHI Director Prof 
Nicholas Owens said: ‘For 
SAMS UHI to win three of 
the 10 awards and receive a 
highly commended prize in 
another category highlights the 
genuine dedication and passion 
our inspirational scientists 
have for nurturing the next 
generation of marine scientists. 
Our students thrive in this pos-
itive educational environment, 
which is created not just by 
those who have deservedly won 
awards this year, but by the 
entire education team.’

The University of the High-
lands and Islands was one of 
the first UK institutions to 
introduce student-led teaching 
awards. The initiative is now in 
its seventh year.

Dr Iain Morrison, dean of 
students at the university, said: 
‘You cannot underestimate the 
impact of these awards on those 
who received a nomination, let 
alone those who actually won 
a trophy. Our wonderfully 
diverse teaching and support 
staff have one main thing in 
common: a desire to ensure 
that our students get as much 
as they can from their time at 
university. 

‘Students are at the heart of 
what we do and it is incredibly 
rewarding for our staff to know 
that what we are doing is having 
such a positive impact on their 
lives.’

Dr David Green Professor David Pond Dr John Howe Dr Finlo Cottier
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Youth work charity set to 
close after funding slashed
A CHARITY helping young 
people in Argyll into work could 
close, with the loss of 16 jobs, if 
Argyll and Bute Council can’t 
help save it following national 
funding cuts.

Over the last 25 years Argyll 
Training has offered vocational 
training programmes for young 
people who face barriers to 
employment, helping to find 
them work experience and jobs 
in more than 300 companies.

Argyll Training’s Peter 
Darling said the organisation 
helps on average 35 to 40 young 
people a year, adding: ‘A lot of 
youngsters just need that first 
step on the ladder. At least three 
quarters go into apprenticeships 
and employment.’

But recent funding cuts have 
brought the charity to crisis 
point. With its reserves depleted 
and no money in the budget 
for additional places, it had to 
close its centres in Rothesay 
and Campbeltown in the last 12 
months, leaving only those in 
Oban, Dunoon and Greenock. 

Mr Darling added that ‘there’s 
a very strong possibility’ of 
all of its 16 staff being made 
redundant.

Managing director Fraser 
McCowan told the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 
in the Corran Halls on Wednes-
day last week: ‘Come September 
we will not be able to continue 
in our present form. We’re not 
trying to make money, we’re 
just wanting to cover the costs 
of delivering a service. If we 
do not continue, the chances of 

someone else coming in will be 
remote. Once it goes, it’s gone.’

Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee unanimously sup-
ported a motion asking Argyll 
and Bute councillors to consider 
Argyll Training’s ‘critical’ posi-
tion ‘as a matter of urgency’ at 
their meeting today (August 18).

The letter states: ‘At this time 
a number of staff have taken 
voluntary redundancy and all 
remaining staff (16) have taken 
salary reductions and are sub-
ject to 90 days’ notice of redun-

dancy. The company’s offices 
in Campbeltown and Rothesay 
have been closed.’

The letter explained Argyll 
Training has been placed in a 
‘critical’ position due to a 42 per 
cent funding cut in the Scottish 
Government’s Employability 
Fund for 2016/17, equivalent 
to losing 70 places, and by ‘the 
cessation of the Department 
for Work and Pensions pro-
grammes (i.e. Mandatory Work 
Activity and Community Work 
Placement contracts) with no 
extension of provision until Wel-
fare to Work activity is devolved 
to Scotland as of April 1, 2017.’

The motion continued: ‘It is 
of key concern that if Argyll 
Training ceases to trade, then 
Argyll and Bute will, in effect, 
be left with little or no Employ-
ability Fund provision. This will 
have a significant impact on the 
support that can be offered to 
our vulnerable young people 
in terms of providing them 
with the necessary skills and 
qualifications to aide them into 
employment, including the op-
portunity to become a modern 
apprentice.

‘The loss of quality training 
jobs and the key role they play 
in rural employability will have 
a huge impact on Argyll and 
Bute’s economy which continues 
to be affected by depopulation.

‘To date, the council has been 
actively lobbying the UK and 
Scottish governments on the 
devolution of Welfare to Work 
Programmes to Scotland. 

‘In particular, a focus has been 
given to the provision of employ-
ability services in rural/remote 
and island areas. However, 
previous lobbying activity has 
not been successful in reversing 
the funding decision.

‘The council is asked to make 
representations to the Scottish 
Government to work together to 
develop realistic options for the 
continuation of this proven and 
valuable service.’

Oban North and Lorn coun-
cillor Julie McKenzie told the 
meeting: ‘We’re on a really short 
timescale before September if 
we’re going to do anything to 
save Argyll Training. There is 
nothing in place if this goes. 
This is a problem that will affect 
the whole of Argyll and Bute.’ 

Group hits 
out at wind 
farm report
MOUNTAINEERING Scot-
land has refuted a ‘meaningless’ 
report that concluded wind farms 
had no effect on tourism jobs. 

The study by consultants 
BiGGAR Economics said wind 
farms do not discourage holi-
daymakers and ‘puts to bed the 
myth’ that the sight of turbines 
damages tourism.

But the council for mountain-
eers, climbing and hill walking 
enthusiasts has hit back claiming 
major weaknesses in the report 
make it irrelevant to the debate 
over constructing wind farms in 
mountain areas and wild land. 

Dave Gordon, Mountain-
eering Scotland’s director for 
landscape and planning, argued 
the BiGGAR report ignores the 
importance of location when 
measuring the effect of wind 
farms and uses sample areas 
that could fail to show very real 
effects. 

Dr Gordon said: ‘This report 
assumes all wind farms are equal 
and will have the same effect 
on tourism, but that’s obviously 
not the case. In areas where 
the landscape is a major factor 
in attracting tourism our own 
surveys have shown that people 
are deterred by the presence of 
wind farms. These areas are not 
included in the BiGGAR report.’

Village 
aims to 
discourage 
overtaking

Christmas 
lights cash

PLANS are afoot to discour-
age drivers overtaking on the 
A816 through Kilmelford, 
writes Sandy Neil.

Kilninver and Kilmelford 
Community Council heard 
last week that Argyll and 
Bute Council had monitored 
1,400 vehicles travelling on 
the long, straight stretch 
through the village – a 30mph 
zone – over a 24-hour period, 
and recorded an average 
speed of 31.8mph, according 
with Police Scotland‘s mea-
surements.

The speed was ‘relatively 
low’, argued Jim Smith of 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
roads and amenity services, 
and furthermore ‘shows the 
30mph speed limit is by and 
large being respected’. 

He told the meeting, held in 
Kilmelford Village Hall on 
Tuesday August 9, that 85 per 
cent of traffic did not exceed 
38.5mph.

However, community coun-
cil chairman Nigel Mitchell 
said: ‘The problem is overtak-
ing on that straight. We want 
to try to stop that.’

Mr Smith advised against 
suggested speed bumps and 
white lines prohibiting all 
overtaking, but praised the 
efficacy of flashing 30mph 
signs, which can be toured 
around Argyll villages at a 
lower cost. 

The community councillors 
asked Mr Smith to report 
back on the cost, so an appli-
cation might be made to the 
Carraig Gheal Community 
Wind Farm Benefit Fund.

CHRISTMAS lights funding 
has been protected for the 
next three years to the tune of 
£300,000.

Claiming the money was im-
portant in attracting people 
into Argyll towns, a council 
committee agreed last week 
that community groups will 
be allocated cash from the 
central pot.

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
spokeswoman for roads and 
amenity services, said: ‘Last 
year we helped community 
groups secure almost £1mil-
lion of funding. We are 
confident we can help groups 
form, constitute and take on 
the running of the lights.

‘We know festive lighting 
matters to people and we will 
work hard to ensure a long-
term, sustainable solution 
which keeps Argyll and Bute 
lit up for many Christmases 
to come.’

AFTER his rise to fame through 
the pages of The Oban Times, 
Parsley the cat is ‘just as adven-
turous as ever’ according to his 
owner Fiona Campbell-Smith, 
writes Naimh Adams McGilp. 

Last week saw the cat’s fame 
increase with an appearance on 
STV news last Friday.

Parsley has also been in various 
newspapers and magazines since 
The Oban Times revealed the 
feline’s ambitions for stardom 
earlier in the year.

Parsley was just eight months 
old when he went on his first 
adventure and as any cat-owner 
would be, Fiona was desperate 
to find him. The first time he 
went missing she panicked and 
reported it to the town’s vets. She 
later found out he had been all 
the way up to the viewing tower 
on Pulpit Hill. 

Now aged two the cheeky chap 
has been spotted all over Oban 
and made quite a name for him-
self locally, and internationally. 

After being asked how Parsley 
is coping with his celebrity status, 
Ms Campbell-Smith said: ‘He’s 
exhausted, he’s sleeping an awful 
lot. He’s been quite good recent-
ly, not staying out too late – ever 
since his TV appearance he’s 

calmed down a little bit. I don’t 
think it’ll be for long, though.’ 

Parsley usually covers between 
five and six kilometres a day, 
which means he is on a special 
high-calorie diet because of the 

amount of energy he’s using up. 
Last Sunday he only covered two 
an a half kilometres, which Fiona 
said was a ‘quiet day for him.’ 

However, Fiona thinks he’s 
becoming more adventurous.

She said: ‘He’s growing in con-
fidence, he now knows exactly 
where he’s going. It’s amazing. 

‘I used to think he wasn’t that 
bright, but he really is. He knows 
the whole town.’ 

One of Parsley’s main routes is 
through Jacob’s Ladder, where 
he tackles all 144 steps. 

Now that Parsley is well-known, 
people are pleased to see him 
when he’s out and about. How-
ever, Fiona worries that he’s less 
safe now as a celebrity cat than 
he was before as people are now 
less concerned about him being 
in places he shouldn’t be. 

Parsley receives many messages 
everyday from fans using their 
cats as online aliases in order to 
communicate with him. 

Fiona thinks it’s lovely that 
people with busy lives have a 
little time and love to spare for 
Parsley. 

When asked if the fame has 
gone to his head, Fiona replied: 
‘Parsley was famous even before 
he was famous.

‘In his head, he’s always been 
the best cat in the world.’

In their house, Fiona says she 
and Parsley are equals, but she 
does admit that ‘maybe he has 
the upper paw’. 

Parsley the cat’s celebrity status 
ensures he still has the upper paw

Ready for his close up…Parsley makes a visit to Dawn McBay in St 
Saviour’s beauty salon, a mere 1.5 cat miles from his home. 

AN MSP has accused the 
boss of the newly-formed 
health and social care organ-
isation in Argyll and Bute of  
being ‘skilful’ in not replying 
to his questions, writes Louise 
Glen.

The email spat comes after 
Michael Russell MSP asked 
Christina West, chief officer 
at Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) to be accountable to 
the public after news that two 
care homes were marked for 
closure before the community 
consultation was completed.

Ms Christina West wrote to 
Mr Russell last week.

She said: ‘The HSCP have 
carefully considered the 
difficult decisions to progress 
the urgent transformation of 
health and social care. 

‘As part of proceeding with 
the redesign of these servic-
es, in line with national pol-
icy, the HSCP have directed 
that there will be full public 
involvement and engagement 
with users, stakeholders and 
the public as we progress 
implementation of our new 
model over the next three 
years.

‘As stakeholders we will 
keep MSPs and elected mem-
bers appraised of our process 
for involving and engaging 
with the users of services and 
the public. This will include 
meetings with those stake-
holders and my office will be 
in touch in due course.’

Mr Russell said: ‘I have the 
greatest of admiration for 
your skills and this is a skilful 
reply not least because it an-
swers questions I didn’t ask, 
but in so doing fails to answer 
the ones I did.

‘Your answer seems to 
imply that consultation after 
decisions are made will be 
the norm going forward.’

Mr Russell asked for the 
decision to close Thomson 
Court and Struan Lodge 
nursing homes to be immedi-
ately revoked. 

He continues: ‘I am asking 
the HSCP to review the gov-
ernance of the organisation 
to ensure that such a flawed 
process cannot be repeated – 
in other words when closures 
decisions are made they are 
announced as such and are 
preceded by consultation, not 
followed by consultation.’ 

Argyll MSP angered over 
partnership chief’s failure 
to answer questions

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee Rachael Thomson with Argyll Training’s Peter Darling.
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Raft racers boldly go round 
the bay to raise charity cash 
THERE was just one sinking 
and six disqualifications at Sat-
urday’s Great Oban Bay Raft 
Race, organised by Oban and 
Lorn Lions Club, which has so 
far raised £1,100 for charity.

Altogether 38 paddlers 
gathered on eight rafts to race 
from George Street beach to 
the far end of North Pier, and 
back, on Saturday (August 13).

One family, dressed in the red 
and black stripes of Dennis the 
Menace and Minnie the Minx, 
built their raft, the Beano Town 
Dump, from beachcombing on 
Kerrera. 

‘It [the boat] looks like a 
dump,’ explained crewmember 
Max, aged nine; ‘And we all love 
The Beano,’ finished his 12-year 
-old crewmate, Iona.

More professional, perhaps, 
was the craft designed, built 
and tested by Oban Sea Cadets 
as part of a training module. 

‘It even stayed afloat, much 
to our surprise,’ remarked first 
lieutenant Malcolm MacNeil.

No-one was quite sure what 
the raft made by Ledaig Mo-
tors – or the Ledaig Loonies 
– looked like, but at least they 

had named it ‘last minute.com’.
Another vessel, shaped like Star 
Trek’s Starship Enterprise, was 
named To Boldly Go. 

‘We just stuck it together 
and thought it looked like the 
SS Enterprise,’ explained Mr 
Spock – aka Cammy McCallum 
of McCallum Roofing. The 
Vulcan roofer added, less 
than confidently: ‘It’s only 
been in the water once – but it 
floated.’ Once away in the race, 
the Oban FM commentator 
observed wryly: ‘It’s not exactly 
warp-speed, but it’ll do.’

Tragically the Ancient Greek 
heroes of the SS Spartan 
capsized before turning the 

corner. One Peloponnese 
warrior, Mark Smith, explained 
afterwards with his beard still 
dripping: ‘What went wrong was 
… hold on until I get the official 
statement...a lack of sea trials. 
We never sea-tested it at all. I 
want everyone to know I went 
down with the ship.’

Another self-styled Greek 
hero, Steven MacAuley, added 
modestly: ‘I think we should 
thank Steven MacAuley for his 
heroic rescue. We’re looking for 
an OBE.’

‘It was best sink of the day,’ 
consoled Graham Webster, a 
third sodden soldier of the once 
great naval power: ‘We’ll win 

one day.’ Also fishing for a gong 
was the Oban Sea Cadets’ first 
lieutenant Malcolm MacNeil. 
‘We picked up a couple of survi-
vors (from the SS Spartans),’ he 
recalled, ‘so I think we deserve 
Purple Hearts.’ Petty officer 
Robert Neil added, bitterly: 
‘That’s why we lost.’

First to reach the beach was 
the lifeboat – a raft called Mora 
Less propelled by seven, mostly 
RNLI, crew – followed in sec-
ond place by the Ghostbusters, 
aka Autoglass’ John Marr, 
Keith Smith, Ian Hall and Sean 
McMahon, as Mr Stay Puft, 
who lost two paddles in their 
enthusiasm. 

Third came Rafty McRaft-
face, powered by Oban Dis-
tillery’s six strong team. Gordon 
Wood, just one of the many ‘six 
captains on board’, said they got 
into the paddling zone: ‘At the 
end we were like a well-oiled 
machine, steaming for shore.’

The Lions Club’s Norman 
Martin announced the prizes. 
‘The sea temperature was 
12.8˚C – do you agree?’ he 
asked, before raising the diffi-
cult matter of disqualifications. 
‘The instructions were to go 
round all markers, leaving all 
markers on the starboard side. 

There were eight rafts, and six 
got it wrong, so the lucky winner 
is: To Boldly Go.’ Second came 
Oban Sea Cadets, which drew 
more cheers.

But so no-one was left disap-
pointed, every raft got a cup, 
and everyone got a medal. 

The Ghostbusters won best 
sponsored and dressed raft, 
Mora Less got the best fancy 
dress, and Beano Town Dump 
picked up best crew effort. 
Ledaig Loonies were awarded 
worst raft, the SS Spartan 
won best sinking, and Rafty 
McRaftface got most amazing 
performance.

Finally Mr Martin thanked 
all who took part and helped at 
sea and on land. John Stewart, 
owner of the George Street 
Fish and Chip Shop, donated 
£500, saying: ‘It’s good for kids 
and adults to take part, and for 
tourists to see how mad we are.’ 

But the event was tinged 
with sadness, as one Lions 
Club member explained: ‘Our 
organiser, Brian Simmonds, 
sadly died this year, and this is 
dedicated to his memory. He 
was a Herculean taskman. He 
organised the whole thing for 
four years – a job it’s taken our 
whole committee to do.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Scott, Maggie, Fin, Max and Iona of the Beano Town Dump team were busy with their bucket before 
the race, raising money for Mary’s Meals. 15_T34 Raft race

The Ghostbusters team won best dressed raft. 15_T34 Raft race

The Beano Town Dump team won best crew e� ort; To Boldly Go got up to warp speed to be crowned the eventual winners; lifeboat raft Mora Less was � rst to reach the beach but was disquali� ed for going round the markers the wrong way.

Oban Sea Cadets came in second. 15_T34 Raft race

The SS Spartans before they sank. 15_T34 Raft race

The summer ceilidh had a good 
blend of youth and experience.

Artists from throughout Argyll came together for the launch of the 2016 Artmap Open Studios 
directory.

Oban and Lorn Lions Club members – with rubber ducks and � u� y lions – Rob Chipchase, Bill Coutts, Norman Martin, Kevin Mills, 
Walter Burton, and John Lloyd all helped organise the event which so far has raised £1,100 for charity. 15_T34 Raft race

Tanuilt summer 
ceilidh success
TAYNUILT  summer ceilidh 
on August 6 had a good blend 
of youth and experience.

Piper Aaron Hossain provid-
ed some rousing tunes, the Isla 
Sinclair Dancers (Katie Mac-
Donald and Niamh Cameron) 
performed excellent highland 
dancing displays, soloists Lori 
Den Heijer, Janet Fergusson 
and Freddy MacKenzie 
delighted an appreciative 
audience with enjoyable 
choral performances, while 
father and son team of Derek 
McLeish (flute) and Ross 
McLeish (fiddle and song), 
plus accordionist Alasdair 
MacDonald produced a feast 
of toe-tapping music.

Bean an Taighe for the 
evening was Ishbel Banks 
who kept the evening flowing 
smoothly.

The appearance of a bat in 
the hall made for an even more 
exciting second half, with sev-
eral members of the audience 
having to duck before it was 
ushered out the front door!

Organic growers 
host open day
LORN Organic Growers held 
a very successful annual Open 
Day last Saturday (August 6)
at their Barguillean covered 
allotments.  

Around 50 visitors attended 
the event and purchased a wide 

selection of vegetables, jams 
and chutneys.

Funded by various organi-
sations, the growers have 34 
hard-working members who use 
polytunnels at the old commer-
cial Barguillean site to grow a 
wide variety of vegetables, most 
of which are used by their own 
families.

Cucumbers, leeks, carrots, 
peas, squashes, sweet corn, 
and beans are all examples 
of vegetables successfully 
grown under the protective 
cover of the polytunnels.
The Lorn Organic Growers 
can be contacted through their 
Facebook site.

Get your map for 
annual art trail
ARTISTS from throughout 
Argyll came together for the 
launch of the 2016 Artmap 
Open Studios directory – the 
definitive guide to the Red Dot 
Studio Trail.

Now in its ninth year, Artm-
ap’s Open Studio event is one of 
the highlights of the Argyll art 

lover’s year, also drawing in and 
engaging many of those who are 
simply curious.

Chairman of the Artmap 
board, Christopher Cox said: 
‘Our vision is to ensure that Ar-
gyll is recognised as a vibrant, 
creative hub. 

‘Our annual Red Dot Studio 
Trail is Argyll’s premier visual 
arts event and last year we had 
more than 5,600 studio visits 
resulting in £47,000 worth of 
sales – providing a huge boost 
to the local economy.’

To showcase the 48 Argyll 

artists involved in the event, 
Artmap has produced a 72-page 
colour brochure with artists’ 
statements, contact details and 
detailed directions to their 
studios.  The directories are 
available free from venues and 
shops throughout the area.

Mr Cox continued: ‘Whether 
your interests focus on painting, 
sculpture, glass, digital art, tex-
tiles, wood or willow, you could 
do no better than to beat a path 
to open doors where you will 
be assured of a warm welcome 
and rich experience within each 
unique space.’

The Artmap Open Studios 
event will run for four days from 
August 26-29.

For more information: www.
artmapargyll.co.uk

Councillors push 
for Argyll support
SUPPORT for businesses and 
skills development would make 
significant improvements to 
employment opportunities 
in Argyll and Bute, the local 
authority told the Scottish Gov-
ernment this week.

In a submission to the Scottish 
Government’s Enterprise and 
Skills Review, councillors 
agreed to highlight the needs of 
rural, remote rural and islands 
geography and this should be 
reflected in the support given to 
the area. 
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A WEEKEND fun day organ-
ised by Oban’s Masonic Lodge 
has so far raised £5,215 for two 
charities.

Saturday’s fun day, run by 
Oban Commercial Lodge 
No. 180, sported games such 
as a bungee run strewn with 
lollipops, beat-the-goalie, and 
even an old fashioned coconut 
shy, alongside craft and burger 
stalls, a bouncy castle, face 
painting, and a generous raffle.

Sporadic downpours at times 
cleared the field at Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club on Glencruitten 
Drive, with hundreds of adults 
and children diving for cover 
in the clubhouse during the 
afternoon, but the play quickly 
resumed. 

Three teams from the Oban 
and Taynuilt Masonic Lodges 
also competed in a football 
tournament, won by Taynuilt’s 
Lodge St Moden No. 985.

All the attractions and tickets 
raised money for the Lodge’s 
two chosen charities: the Special 

Baby Care Unit Endowment 
Fund at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, and the St 
Andrews University Alternative 
Format Suite, which produces 
audio books and Braille prints 
for students with special needs, 
thanks to one paid and 50 vol-
unteer members of staff.

One of the fun day’s organ-
isers, Kenny Pearson, said the 
event follows a successful fun 
day five years ago, which raised 
thousands of pounds for the 
Oban Hospice, and he hoped 
this year’s would do the same 

for the Special Baby Care Unit. 
He said: ‘My son was born ear-

lier this year and he needed a lot 
of treatment, which spurred me 
on to ask the lodge if we could 
put an event on again this year.’

Mr Pearson was joined by fel-
low organisers, Scott and Karen 
MacAllister, whose son Rian, 
a former Oban High School 
pupil and talented student at St 
Andrews University, tragically 
died last year aged 21. 

Rian, who was blind due to a 
condition called optic nerve 
hypoplasia, had just graduated 

with a degree in mediaeval his-
tory and Middle East studies.

Karen explained: ‘The St 
Andrews University Alternative 
Format Suite made a huge dif-
ference to his life – it made work 
accessible. It was really crucial 
to Rian’s university life.’ 

Speaking on Saturday af-
ternoon, Scott added: ‘So far 
the day’s raised £3,000, which 
will be split between the two 
charities. 

‘There’s still the ceilidh this 
evening, so we’re hoping to 
raise more. 

‘The community and the Ma-
sonic Lodge have been fantastic 
and very supportive.’

The Oban Commercial 
Lodge’s Right Worshipful Mas-
ter, Brother Kenneth Stewart, 
praised everybody’s ‘excellent 
effort’, and ‘the large number of 
quality donations, and people 
who came out to support, de-
spite the weather’.

The fun continued at a ceilidh 
in the Masonic Lodge on Al-
bany Street, Oban, with music 
by George Noble Disco, and 
Kenny Pearson and friends.

Oban Masonic Lodge hosts fun day 
helping raise thousands for charity
SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Photographs clockwise from top left: Ellie MacNiven and, behind, Emma Roxburgh, of Oban Lorne Ladies Rugby Club demonstrate the bungee run 15_T34 Fun Day - bungee run; Robbie Dewar, 3, celebrates with his 
auntie Caroline Reardon and cake in the clubhouse, after winning a coconut at the shy 15_T34 Fun Day - cake; Two year-old Paloma from Oban met Mickey and Minnie Mouse at the fun day 15_T34 Fun Day  - mice; Ellie 

MacNiven and Emma Roxburgh are in the zone 15_T34 Fun Day  - skill zone; Left to right, 13-year-old Arran from Dunbeg poses behind his stall with Abbie, 5, and Sophie, 7, from Oban. 15_T34 Fun Day - sponge;  11-year-old 
Declan Thomson from Oban knocks o�  his � rst of two coconuts 15_T34 Fun Day coconut.

Partners 
unveiled 
for Argyll 
Enterprise 
Week
A WIDE range of partner 
organisations have signed up 
to take part in Argyll’s first 
Enterprise Week, with a huge 
array of free support on offer.  

Argyll Enterprise Week 
is a new initiative, debuting 
in Oban on the October 31-
November 4.

Hosted in partnership by 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway and High-
lands and Islands Enterprise, 
the week of activities aims to 
inspire, inform and connect 
businesses, social enterprises, 
communities and entrepre-
neurs from across the area 
and beyond.

Access to funding is a key 
theme, with DSL Business Fi-
nance, Argyll and the Islands 
LEADER, crowdfunder 
Growth Deck, SJ Noble Trust,  
Scottish Edge, Business 
Gateway and angel investor 
Investing Women Angels all 
delivering sessions to explain 
the funding they can offer to 
businesses and how to apply. 

Central to the week will be 
a business support fair which 
will showcase the wide range 
of support available.  More 
than 25 organisations will be 
on hand to outline the support 
they offer, including Scottish 
Development International, 
Scottish Manufacturing Advi-
sory Service, Argyll College, 
Interface and the council’s 
planning and regulatory 
services.

Networking events through-
out the week will be facili-
tated by Women Enterprise 
Scotland, Federation of Small 
Businesses, InspirAlba and 
The Oban Times. 

Digital, innovation and 
internationalisation support 
will be provided through 
workshops from DigitalBoost 
and HIE’s specialist teams.  

David Smart, Head of Spe-
cial Projects for Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise com-
mented: ‘We are delighted to 
be working with such a wide 
range of enthusiastic partners. 
Argyll Enterprise Week will 
demonstrate the strength and 
depth of support available, 
with our partners focusing 
on offering practical support 
to help enterprise flourish 
in Argyll and the Islands. I 
would encourage anyone who 
has an interest in enterprise to 
get involved with what is going 
to be an exciting week.’

A focus on key sectors is sup-
ported by partners including 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative, Scotland Food 
and Drink and Craft Scotland.

 The event programme will 
be published at the end of 
August, when the activities 
will open for bookings. 

For more information visit 
www.hie.co.uk/argyllenter-
priseweek or call 01546 
604555.

ADVERTORIAL

OBAN Dental Care, for-
merly known as Argyll 
Square Dental Practice 
relocated last year 
from the top floor of 21 
High Street to a new, 
custom built location 
at the ground floor of 
17 Lochside Street, just 
opposite Tesco and are 
now accepting new NHS 
patients. 

A new dentist has 
recently joined the 

17 Lochside Street, Oban, PA34 4HP
Tel: 01631 562 791
www.obandentalcare.co.uk

Oban Dental Care, formerly known as Argyll Square Dental Care relocated last 
year from the top �oor of 21 High Street to a new, custom built location at the 
ground �oor of 17 Lochside Street, just opposite Tesco and are now accepting 
new NHS patients. 

A new dentist has recently joined the team at Oban Dental Care, which enables 
the practice to reduce the waiting time for existing patients treatments and 
accept even more new patients. 

In addition to all aspects of general dentistry provided under the NHS, Oban 
Dental Care also o�ers a wide range of cosmetic treatments, including teeth 
whitening, smile make over, adult braces or dental implants.

One day tooth (crown) restorations are now possible with the new technology 
which involves a 3D milling machine on site. This allows the dentist to make a 
bespoke crown on site saving you returning for a further visit to have the crown 
�tted. 

For more details or to book an appointment call 01631 562 791, pop into the 
practice at 17 Lochside Street,  (just opposite Tesco) or 
book online 24/7 at www.obandentalcare.co.uk

Book Online 24/7 @
www.obandentalcare.co.uk
NEW NHS Patients Welcome

Read more on page 5

NOW REGISTERING 
NEW NHS PATIENTS
- 2 FREE check-ups yearly
- Family Friendly Practice
- NHS & Private Braces
- Dental Implants

17 Lochside Street,
Oban, PA34 4HP
- opposite Tesco -

Tel: 01631562791
info@obandentalcare.co.uk

Oban Dental Care 
accept NHS patients

team at Oban Dental 
Care, which enables the 
practice to reduce the 
waiting time for existing 
patients treatments and 
accept even more new 
patients. 

In addition to all 
aspects of general den-
tistry provided under the 
NHS, Oban Dental Care 
also offers a wide range 
of cosmetic treatments, 
including teeth whit-
ening, smile makeover, 
adult braces or dental 
implants. One day tooth 
(crown) restorations are 
now possible with the 
new technology which 
involves a 3D milling 
machine on site. This al-
lows the dentist to make 
a bespoke crown on site 
saving you having to 
return for a further visit 
to have the crown fitted. 

For more details or to 
book an appointment 
call 01631 562791, pop 
into the practice at 17 
Lochside Street,  (just 
opposite Tesco) or book 
online 24/7 at www.
obandentalcare.co.uk
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MORVERN
lines
Books for lonely St Kilda and 
other island memories
IT WAS a pleasure, a few weeks ago, to welcome the 
granddaughter of the late Norman John Gillies who 
came with his family to Morvern from St Kilda follow-
ing the evacuation of his ancestral home in 1930. 

The visit brought back many memories for the few 
residents who can recall the St Kildans and the life 
they made for themselves in the parish. 

Coinciding with the visit, an interesting letter has 
come to light written by the Rev Angus Fiddes, the 
last Free Church Minister on St KIlda who was on 
the island from 1889 to 1903. It was written in Gaelic 
and addressed to Mr Malcolm Ferguson (1814-1912), 
Morenish House, Callander, who, on hearing that 
the St Kildans were trying to create a library, had 
despatched a number of books on the Dunara Castle 
addressed to the minister. 

Malcolm Ferguson, a native and local benefactor 
of Killin, was the author of several books and many 
articles which were published in The Oban Times in 
1878. The following is a translation of the reply from 
Mr Fiddes.

‘Minister’s House, St Kilda, 
August 12, 1900
MY DEAR Friend, all hail to you from my heart! 
Upon opening the little box that contained the books 
you sent to me, I found a letter at the top, and upon 
opening it I felt like a little bird when it warbles from 
a crest of the rocks, so greatly pleased was I by the 
valuable gifts that you sent to the St Kilda Library. 

After looking into these books, I feel satisfied that 
there is not one Highlander or Lowlander who may 
read them without finding that his heart is drawn to 
them in a kindly way.

When I see Fergusson [Neil, 1876-1944, postmaster 
and ground officer] I shall tell him that you send a 
blessing to him, and he will value it like an inheritance 
from the Earl of Breadalbane!

I am very sorry that my house is so small, but with the 
help from my friends I am in the hope that it will be en-
larged. Now, after the alteration takes place, come you 
upon a visit, and you will find right hearty hospitality. 

Salutations to you and my countrymen and coun-
trywomen who are endeavouring to spread pleasant 
and impressive stories that bear further wisdom and 
knowledge to the people in the north of Scotland and 
to the Gael of the Islands.

The flies [midges] are dirking me and so I must leave 
off writing more in this letter. My blessing to you for 
your kindness, man of my heart. Long may smoke 
arise from your house! Farewell until I hear from you. 
The harbour-works here are progressing well. When 
finished there will be a safe harbour for those who visit 
the island.

Again farewell! Good wishes alike for the days when 
we will see and not see each other. From your friend, 
Angus Fiddes, Minister of St Kilda.

The St Kilda Manse, home of the Rev Angus Fiddes. 
Photo by William Cameron.

For all his cheerfulness, or perhaps because of it, Mr 
Fiddes was more or less forced out of St Kilda despite 
the great life-saving work he did to eradicate infant 
tetanus which had been the cause of death among the 
community for generations. His story is well told in 
Roger Hutchinson’s book, St Kilda – A people’s History, 
published by Birlinn. 

Immediately before the evacuation, the able-bodied 
men of St Kilda were offered jobs by the Forestry 
Commission once they had settled in their new home. 
Most of them went to work bare-footed whenever pos-
sible unless they were using tools for digging ditches. 

They were strong, hardworking and walked very fast. 
They had an excellent sense of direction and would 
always arrive exactly where they wanted to be even in 
thick mist. Sometimes they would be put into different 
squads on the same hillside, but a few miles apart. 
They still managed to keep in touch with each other 
throughout the day by semaphore, a technique they 
had acquired and remembered from Royal Navy staff 
on Hirta when the Admiralty established a signalling 
station there during the First World War.

One of their first tasks was to plant trees as high up 
as possible on Aoinneadh Mor – a basalt ridge rising 
sharply to 1,500 ft above Loch Dire nam Mart, reputed 
to be one of the finest examples of active soil erosion in 
Scotland. None of the local forestry workers cared to 
go near the place saying that it was too dangerous, but 
the St Kildans, renowned for their cragsmanship on 
some of the highest sea-cliffs in Europe, just laughed 
and said the Aoinneadh Mor rocks were only ‘little 
hills’ by comparison.

As well as receiving a weekly wage from the Forestry 
Commission, the seven St Kilda households, also had 
a gift of £25 each from a charity known as the Kelsall 
Bequest to help them buy hens and coops. 

In addition they were given the residue of another 
trust set up by the Austrian Government in recognition 
of their great kindness to the survivors of an Austrian 
ship wrecked off St Kilda in 1876. 

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

www.facebook.com/obantimes

A TOBERMORY woman 
received a letter from the 
Queen last week after she 
turned 100 years old on 
Monday August 8.

Flora Bell, left, also known 
as Lola, was born in 1916 
and has spent the majority 
of her life in Tobermory, 
Mull, apart from a few years 
working in Oban.

Lola has one daughter, 
three grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren. 

She gives credit for her 
longevity to ‘Him up there’.

THE COWAL Peninsula’s 14th annual walking and 
outdoor festival starts on Friday October 7. 

CowalFest, which runs for 10 days, includes 80 events, 
covering bird watching, drama, photography, art, histo-
ry, heritage, folklore, tai chi and hill walks. 

An official launch on the refurbished Victorian pier in 
Dunoon on Saturday October 8 will feature stalls and 
entertainment. An ultra marathon will also take place 
on October 8.

Traditional dances, quizzes, talks, beer and wine-tast-
ing events will take place in the evenings. For further in-
formation contact 01369 830793 or visit www.cowalfest.
org.

TO CELEBRATE the 25th 
anniversary of a community 
centre on Islay, residents 
swam 5,500 metres to raise 
funds.

The islanders chose to 
swim across Loch Indaal 
from Port Charlotte to 
Bowmore for the Mactag-
gart Leisure Centre.

Since opening its doors in 
1991, the building has be-
come run down and things 
aren’t working as well as 
they once did.

As well as the swim cash, 
the committee secured 
£750,000 in European fund-
ing from the Scottish Rural 
Development Programme 
and from private trusts and 
foundations, which will 
‘bring the centre back up to 
a very high public standard’.

Donations can be made 
to the centre by buying £1 
per metre at the building, 
by cheque in the post or 
through the just giving page, 
which can be found at www.
mactaggartleisurecentre.
co.uk.

A 15-YEAR-OLD girl from Oban will 
represent North Argyll Pony Club in a 
UK-wide competition.

Rebecca Scott and Silent Whisper II, 
an 11-year-old Gelding, will compete in 
the novice section at the UK Pony Club 
Championships at Cholmondeley Castle 
in Chesire on August 19-23. 

The pair cemented their spot after 
qualifying at an event near Invergordon 
earlier this month.

Rebecca, who attends Oban High 
School, started riding when she was three. 
She has been a member of the North 
Argyll Pony Club since she was five and 
is also a junior member of Oban and 
District Riding Club.

She and Silent Whisper have had a suc-
cessful year to date, taking second place 

CALMAC staff in Mallaig have raised £500 for MS 
Society Scotland.

Senior port assistant Julie MacRae and port assistant 
Paul Moffat baked cakes, tray bakes and other sweet 
treats and persuaded others at the port and in the wider 
community to do the same for the multiple sclerosis 
charity.

The homemade produce proved popular with travellers 
heading across the water to or from the Small Isles, Skye 
and South Uist. 

Both Julie and Paul, who gave up their day off to run 
the stall at CalMac’s port office, have been raising mon-
ey for the charity since last year.

Julie said: ‘We couldn’t believe how busy we were. 
People were really keen, not only to get their hands on a 
cake or two, but also to hear more about the important 
work of the MS society, a key driver in research and 
support for this debilitating condition.’

Paul added: ‘Everyone was very kind with their feed-
back about the baking. It was really popular and we are 
so grateful for all the support we received. We had so 
much baking to sell and were amazed we sold out.’

A 10-YEAR-OLD Kilchattan Primary School pupil has 
raised more than £500 for Syrian refugees by walking 
around Colonsay.

Ella Liddell, whose family croft at Port Mor, was moved 
by a photo of suffering Syrian refugees and decided to 
raise money for them. 

Ella said: ‘They were living on the streets drinking 
water from puddles. They don’t deserve that, for being 
pushed out of their country.’

Her father Scott Liddell, who works at Marine Har-
vest’s Colonsay fish farm, suggested they walk the length 
of Colonsay’s coastline. The pair covered 56 miles in 
three days, tackling dense shrubbery, cliffs, bog up to 
her knees and bracken as high as her head. 

Ella’s mum Helen Mann, a CalMac port assistant, said: 
‘Scott is an ex Royal Marine and it was pretty tough for 
him too.’ 

The weather was kind on their adventure – when it 
wasn’t raining - and they camped beside a ‘seaweedy, 
smelly beach’, ate from ration packs, watched seals 
swimming and singing, and saw birds nesting on the 
cliffs. At the end, like any wild Hebridean explorer, Ella 
had a few cuts and tick bites. ‘It took a couple of days to 
recover,’ she said: ‘I could barely walk.’

Helen added: ‘Ella has a lot of tenacity, like her dad. 
He was amazed by her spirit and determination. He 
thinks there is a Marine in her. We’re immensely proud.’

Ella’s feat raised £570 for the global children’s charity 
Save The Children and Kilchattan primary’s parent 
council, which funds school trips.

LISMORE’S ‘granny bus’ will be kept 
on the road for another 12 months, 
thanks to a donation of £1,500 from 
Glensanda Quarry in Morvern. 

The volunteers of Lismore Com-
munity Transport (LCT) use their 
Peugeot Teepee to drive islanders 
aged over 75, or those with a disa-
bility or in poverty, to the shop, café, 

doctor, ferry, and social events, or to 
appointments in Oban. 

The charity’s chairwoman Gilly 
Dixon-Spain said: ‘The users of this 
service have found it invaluable in 
keeping them living in their own 
homes, giving them independence 
and preventing isolation.’

Glensanda Quarry’s manager David 

Lamb and deputy manager Callum 
Carney visited Lismore Heritage 
Centre on Thursday, August 4, to 
present the £1,500 cheque. More 
volunteer drivers are required for one 
day a month. 

Contact details can be found on 
the Lismore Community Transport 
website.

Mallaig

Cowal

Islay

Left to right: Mairi Smith, Roma Black, Margery McDonald, Gilly Dixon-Spain, Glensanda Quarry’s David Lamb, LCT 
trustee Valerie Livingstone, treasurer Duncan Drysdale and secretary Freda Drysdale.

Quarry donation keeps Lismore 
bus on the road for another year 

at Kirriemuir, seventh at Scotsburn and 
third at Forgandenny. They also qualified 
for the Mitsubishi Motors Cup BE90 
Regional Final, which will be held at As-
wanley in Aberdeenshire on September 3.

Rebecca Scott and Silent Whisper II 
competing in an event. 

Colonsay

The fundraising Islay swimmers.

Loch swim 
boosts 
centre fund Ella takes a well-earned break 

during her walk round Colonsay.

Lola celebrates 100th birthday

Championship chance 
for Oban teenage rider

For more information and worldwide subscriptions: 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

RING 01371 851868
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Scottish textile design studio Juniper and Jane is 
based in West Kilbride, Ayrshire.  Much of their time is 
spent roaming Scotland’s wild places from which they 
draw inspiration for their printed patterns. 

Textile Artist, Jane Hunter and designer, Sam Kilday 
venture off the beaten track in a bid to fi nd those 
quiet, remote locations in which to absorb the natural 
surroundings.  Travels take the pair from craggy 
coastlines, hearing only the sound of inquisitive seals 
to lonely mountain corries in the hidden north, long 
since abandoned by ice and man.

Juniper and Jane’s textile patterns evoke the true 
character of Scotland’s wilderness in a contemporary, 
illustrative style.

The mountain bothy cushion on offer is printed on 
100% natural, unbleached cotton and comes complete 
with a plump feather pad.

To fi nd out more about Juniper and Jane’s fabrics, gifts 
and home accessories visit: www.juniperandjane.co.uk

PER QUARTER

ONLY

SUBSCRIBE to 
Scottish Field and receive a free 
mountain bothy cushion from 

Juniper and Jane worth £42.00*

SAVE OVER

20%
ON THE COVER PRICE –

ONLY £39.96 (Direct Debit)

A SUBSTANTIAL SAVING 
ON A YEARLY COVER 
PRICE OF £51.00
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JULY 2016
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ARGYLL MP Brendan 
O’Hara said he was 
‘delighted’ with the 
success of the Jobs Fair 
held in Lochgilphead’s 
Community Centre on 
August 11. 

The event attracted 
many employers and 
jobseekers. 

Afterwards, Mr 
O’Hara said: ‘It’s been a 
great way for employers 
and jobseekers to meet 
in a relaxed environ-
ment. 

‘And I am delighted to 
report employers were 
able to fill some of their 
vacancies from people 
they spoke to on the day.’

Mr O’Hara hopes the 
jobs fair will become an 
annual event.

He said: ‘I look forward 
to more of these events 
in Lochgilphead and 
throughout Argyll and 
Bute.’ 

FARMING unions 
from across the UK 
say it is essential all 
devolved governments 
guarantee that treasury 
funds are spent on agri-
culture as agreed by the 
UK government. 

Following the 
announcement by 
Chancellor Phillip 
Hammond that the gov-
ernment would commit 
to agricultural funding 
until 2020, the four un-
ion presidents pledged 
to continue their joint 
lobbying to promote the 
importance of UK food 
and farming against 
a backdrop of intense 
competition for public 
spending post Brexit.

NFU Scotland Presi-
dent Allan Bowie said: 
‘We know each devolved 
administration is facing 
significant spending 
pressure. 

However, the Chan-
cellor has been clear. 
He expects each of the 
devolved governments 
to use the money for 
agriculture.

‘This is the clear 
intention for which the 
money has been guar-
anteed.’

In addition, UFU 
President Barclay Bell 
said: ‘The UK Govern-
ment’s guarantee means 
that farmers are able to 
continue to fulfil their 
role of providing high 
quality food, produced 
to exacting welfare and 
environmental stand-
ards.’

B L A C K H O U S E 
Watersports Tiree are 
the hosts of this year’s 
‘Gathering Of The 
Clans’ surfing event, or-
ganised by the Scottish 
Surfing Federation. 

The competition is 
expected to have around 
60 competitors, includ-
ing under-14s champion 
Ben Larg, 11, from Tiree 
and under-16s compet-
itor Finn MacDonald, 

A GATHERING will 
be held in Oban this 
weekend for people and 
groups interested in the 
development and pro-
motion of Gaelic across 
Argyll and the islands.

Hosted by Argyll 
and Bute Council, 
the event will take 
place in the Corran 
Halls, Oban, this Sat-
urday (August 20) from 
10am until 4pm.

Gaelic has a rich 
tradition and a strong 
future in Argyll, with 
many people involved in 
a wide range of activities 
in their communities 
and their businesses 
to raise awareness and 
celebrate the language.

For further informa-
tion and/or to register 
for the event, please con-
tact Laura Macdonald 
at laura.macdonald@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Gaelic 
gathering

Surfs up 
on Tiree

Jobs fair 
success

Pledge to 
farmers

15, also from Tiree. 
Gathering Of The Clans 
will be held from Friday 
August 26 to August 
29, and 40 local club 
members are expected 
to compete in the team 
event over the four days. 

Ben Larg and Finn 
MacDonald will 
compete at the ISA 
World Junior Surfing 
Championship in São 
Miguel, Azores Islands, 
Portugal, on September 
17 along with surfing 
instructor Andrew 
Roberts, who will be 
competing in the under 
18s category.

ISSUE 3
AVAILABLE NOW
www.caskandstillmagazine.co.uk

TIMESLINELessons 
of war 
brought 
home

This year marks 100 years 
since the River Leven Pris-
oner of War Camp and the 

Caolasnacon Conscientious 
Objector Camp opened 

near Kinlochleven.
Last weekend, the culmina-
tion of  a commemoration 
group’s work to mark the 

centenary came to fruition 
and was hailed a success. 

Turn to page 15 for full 
story. 

Sentence deferred on executive
A FORMER fishing executive who 
stole from his Lochaber employer was 
told the matter is ‘in his hands’ if he 
wants to avoid serious punishment.

John Hermse from Argus Lodge, 
Wards Road, Elgin, pleaded guilty to 
taking £1,116.09 which belonged to 
Mallaig and North West Fisherman’s 
Association (MNFWA).

The 59-year-old had previously plead-
ed not guilty to embezzling around 
£7,000 but admitted theft of the lesser 
amount at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Monday (August 15).

The court heard Hermse was initially 
employed as MNFWA secretary on a 
part-time basis and that some time later 
his job title changed to chief executive.  

As part of his employment, Hermse 
was given a company credit card to use 

for his own expenses, including travel 
costs to help carry out his day-to-day 
tasks.

The wrongdoing in question took 
place between April 29 2010 and Octo-
ber 5 2013 during which time Hermse 
used the company card to make two 
personal transactions.

Sheriff Sukhwinder Gill outlined to 
the court that one transaction amount-
ed to £148.49 from Toolstation for tools 
including pliers and side cutters. 

A second payment of £967.20 was for 
the renewal of a patent for prawn boxes 
which Fiscal Ross Carvel described as 
being ‘plainly not for the benefit of his 
[Hermse] work’.

During the hearing it was also ex-
plained Mr Hermse earned a salary of 
around £38,000 from MNFWA.  

At the same time he worked for a 
scallop association, receiving a further 
£12,000. 

Despite being labelled as a part-time 
role, Advocate Barry Smith told the 
court Hermse would often end up work-
ing 30 hours a week, including evenings 
and weekends. 

He described Hermse’s role as oner-
ous and extremely stressful. There was 
an administrative assistant on hand 
but otherwise Hermse ‘was charged 
with running almost all aspects of the 
business’.

Mr Smith added: ‘He further tells 
me he was given limited support by the 
association and at times was travelling 
up to 30,000 miles per annum.’

Mr Smith said Hermse had also had 
to deal with the misappropriation of 

£80,000 of association funds by a former 
chairman. He added: ‘It is helpful for 
the court to understand the somewhat 
lax or casual nature of the financial 
arrangements with the association. He 
tells me it would be usual for him to use 
his own funds for association matters 
and recover the funds at the end of the 
month.’

The court heard work pressures 
combined with the ill-health of his wife 
who suffered from epilepsy and deteri-
orating eye sight among other ailments 
began to take its toll on Hermse and 
around this time the couple moved to 
Moray.

Mr Smith went onto say Hermse 
is no longer employed by the as-
sociation and that the theft had 
come to light during an audit fol-

lowing complaints over his conduct.
He added: ‘There were questions over 
Hermse’s continued ability to do the 
job and that meetings had been missed.
There was an exchange of views and the 
employment ceased.’ 

A civil case regarding the termination 
of Hermse’s contract is ongoing and 
was referenced by Sheriff Gill in the 
difficulty she had in deciding how to 
resolve the case.

During her summary she told Hermse 
if the money is repaid there may be 
no further action or there could be a 
community payback order as a direct al-
ternative to a fine or custodial sentence. 

In deferring sentencing for three 
months to allow Hermse to pay back 
the money, she added: ‘I am leaving the 
matter in your hands.’

Plans for new 
student halls

Town celebrates 
new pontoons   

PLANS have been submitted for 
new student accommodation 
in Fort William.

The site of the former St Mary’s 
RC Primary School on Fassifern 
Road has been earmarked for 
the 40 unit development and 
car parking.

CityHeart Ltd has submitted 
plans to the Highland Council, 
which would form the second 
phase of student accommoda-
tion in the town.

The Chester-based company 
recently completed student 
housing at An Aird which has 
been handed over to West 
Highland College UHI and will 
open for students in Septem-
ber. 

FORT William’s pontoons 
will be o�  cially opened next 
month.

Fiona Hyslop, minister for 
culture tourism and external 
a� airs, will lead the proceed-
ings on Monday September 5 
at 12.30pm at the waterfront.

The event is being organ-
ised by Fort William Marina 
and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC) which wants to cele-
brate the regeneration of the 
shoreline ahead of the arrival 
of the Boudicca cruise ship on 
September 28.

FWMSC is inviting anyone 
interested in performing 
in Cameron Square on the 
day of the opening to get in 
touch.
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Donald was serving in Northern Ireland when his 
behaviour became strange and he was moved to a 

military psychiatric hospital. Donald Campbell was three years older than his brother Alastair.

Donald worked at Glasgow University in a job he loved. He had two main roles at the university, one 
of which was the principal’s o�  cial piper. Donald and Alastair also played the pipes at a memorial for 

the former MP Charles Kennedy.

A lament for my lost piper
DONALD CAMPBELL
BORN: MAY 3, 1954
DIED: AUGUST 9, 2016

MY BIG brother died last Tues-
day. It was a massive, horrible 
shock, even though we have 
always known that people with 
his condition live on average 
20 years less long than the rest 
of us. My dad lived to 82, my 
mum to 88. Donald was 62. His 
condition was schizophrenia.

His illness, not mine, is the real 
reason I campaign for better 
understanding and treatment of 
mental illness, not least because 
people who have schizophrenia 
do have such shortened life 
expectancy.

I talk about my own problems 
of depression and addiction 
partly because I am asked to 
and because I think openness is 
better all round if we are going 
to break down the taboo and 
so win the fight for the services 
and treatments we need. I never 
talked about Donald’s illness in 
public, mainly because our mum 
didn’t want me to.

That was not out of the shame 
and stigma that many people 
sadly still feel attaches to mental 
illness. She was hugely proud of 
him for what he managed to 
achieve despite what he called 
“this shitty illness”. It was more 
that, with one son in the media 
spotlight, she worried that if 
Donald’s head were in any way 
above the parapet, it could have 
made him even more vulnerable.

Donald, on the other hand, 
was totally up for it. Like a lot of 
mentally ill people, when he was 
well he thought he ought to be 
famous. And when he was ill he 
thought he already was. In his 
prime he saw Sean Connery as a 
suitable actor to play him in the 
movie of his life. More recently 
he wondered if George Clooney 
could do a Scottish accent.

He was competitive about 
his illness. ‘Saw you on the 
telly again talking about your 
psychotic breakdown, Ali. You 
heard voices once and you’re 
like Mr Mental Bloody Health. 
Why don’t they come and talk to 
a real expert?’ He was certainly 
an expert on living a good life 
with severe mental illness.

Our mum having died two 
years ago, we were planning to 
make a film together – centred 
on him – about living with 
schizophrenia. He had caught 

the telly bug a bit when we ap-
peared together in a film about 
bagpipes, one of our shared 
loves. My daughter Grace, a 
film student, had begun to 
record interviews with Donald 
about the ups and downs in his 
life since he was first diagnosed 
while in the Scots Guards in his 
early twenties.

So he would sit and tell her 
about the time he was in a 
waiting room, and the electri-
cal plugs were talking to the 
lights about him while he was 
surrounded by people who were 
all discussing terrible things 
they were about to do to him. 
Then he would laugh and say: 
‘Absolutely mad, innit, Grace? 
And look at me sitting here now. 
Normal or what?’ 

The problem was that in recent 
months he had been on oxygen 

to assist his breathing, so the 
noisy buzz of his portable oxy-
gen machine was a constant on 
the soundtrack. We were hoping 
– alas, in vain – that he would 
get his breathing sorted and we 
would make the film free of the 
buzz and the nasal tube.

Here is the real bastard about 
his shitty illness: the drugs. 
Don’t get me wrong. Treatment 
– in Donald’s case, medication – 
can often help restore someone 
to the person they are supposed 
to be, unclouded by the illness.

Medication helped to give him 
long periods free of the voices in 
his head and the hallucinations 
before his eyes that otherwise 
reduced him to a sometimes 
terrified and other times ag-
gressive human being.

He had a marriage, though it 
didn’t last. He had better luck 

in work, holding down a job he 
loved at Glasgow University for 
27 years; at his farewell last year 
– due to physical ill health – the 
turnout and the warmth were 
evidence of the huge contribu-
tion he had made.

Donald had two main roles 
at the university: he was the 
principal’s official piper, who 
played at dinners, ceremonies 
and graduations; and he was 
part of the security team, 
mainly working at the control 
point in the university library. It 
meant he got to know hundreds 
of students; he loved the banter, 
taught some of them the pipes 
and often ordered anyone with 
feet on a library table to ‘kindly 
use the carpets’.

Glasgow University was a 
model employer for someone 
with severe mental illness, and 

his role as piper gave him a sense 
of purpose and status, which he 
loved. He piped out thousands 
and thousands of students from 
their graduations. One of the 
greatest sadnesses in his life was 
that latterly, because of his poor 
breathing, he was unable to play 
other than on electronic pipes 
– ‘Second best, Ali, but I’m still 
better than you.’

The very last time he played 
the ‘real’ pipes, we performed 
together at a memorial service 
for the former Liberal Demo-
crat leader Charles Kennedy, 
who had been rector of the uni-
versity. ‘Good lad, that Charlie 
Kennedy – always stopped for a 
chat.’ He had to give up halfway 
through to get his breath, and I 
finished alone.

It didn’t stop him adding this 
to his brotherly boasts: ‘Did you 
see Nicola Sturgeon nodding 
along to my playing? Alex 
Salmond isn’t the only one who 
knows I’m a better player than 
you.’ (Salmond had once said 
in an interview that Donald 
was the better player of the two 
of us – on this, at least, he was 
right.) Our sibling rivalry went 
back to the one competition in 
which I beat him, aged 10 – I got 
gold; he got bronze – and to his 
dying day he swore the judges 
confused us. He was probably 
right.

So the drugs worked. Kind 
of. But decades of powerful 
anti-psychotic medication takes 
a toll. When it came to ‘normal’ 
illnesses such as colds and flu 
and chest infections, the gaps 
between them became shorter 
and the quantity of ‘normal’ 
drugs required to treat them 
grew larger.

Added to which, a recent 
change of his main medication 
for the schizophrenia – neces-
sary to deal with the physical 
illness and weight increase 
– seemed to have sent him 
haywire mentally. In the end 
something had to give. His life. 
It is a source of great sadness 
that my last conversations were 
with the psychotic Donald, not 
the loving, giving, funny Donald 
who brought so much to our 
lives by making so much of his 
own.

Donald Lachlan Cameron 
Campbell, born May 3, 1954. 
You’d never guess our parents 
were Scots, would you, giving 
their firstborn those names? 

Alastair Campbell was at his brother’s side as he wrestled for years with schizophrenia. Donald died last week. Speaking for the 
� rst time about that battle, the former spin doctor tells of a mind and body ravaged but a loving, musical soul undimmed

Donald, our dad’s name. La-
chlan, his dad. Cameron, his 
mother’s maiden name. I got off 
lightly with Alastair John. Like 
me and our brother, Graeme, 
and sister, Liz, Donald was 
born and raised in England, but 
an adult life that started in the 
Scots Guards as a teenager and, 
once he had been discharged 
on medical grounds, was lived 
almost entirely in and around 
Glasgow – a lot of it in the piping 
world – meant that he had a 100 
per cent Scottish accent (200 per 
cent when psychotic).

When we were interviewed 
together for the piping film, the 
interviewer doubted we were 
brothers, because although I 
have tinges of a Scots accent 
when with Scots, I have lived 
most of my life in England. We 
were brothers, all right. Living 
very different lives. But very 
close. No death have I ever 
dreaded more than this one.

He had little interest in 
politics; even less in sport. His 
passion was the bagpipes. He 
joined the army largely so he 
could be in one of the guards’ 
bands – he hoped to spend more 
time piping than soldiering. He 
was serving in Northern Ireland, 
however, when his comrades and 
superiors started to notice that 
he was behaving strangely.

The next thing we knew, he 
was in a now-defunct military 
psychiatric hospital in Netley, 
Hampshire. When we got the 
call, I travelled down with my 
dad. Donald was on his own in 
a room, bewildered and scared, 
and had been drawing all sorts 
of weird things on the walls. 
Insofar as he spoke, he talked 
absolute nonsense. My dad and 
I just stood there, shocked to the 
core. Those eyes were not the 
eyes we knew.

It was a tough place. That is 
no criticism of the doctors and 
nurses. They were operating 
at a time when servicemen and 
women who wanted to leave 
early had to buy their way out, 
and so, among the really serious 
cases evident to all, the medics 
were on the lookout for people 
feigning mental illness so as to 
be discharged.

It was also a time when electric 
shock therapy was a favoured 
form of psychiatric treatment, 
and Donald had his fair share 
of that. My dad was a self-em-
ployed vet and had to get back to 

work. I was in my late teens, on a 
long college holiday and decided 
I wanted to stay down there. I 
didn’t have a driving licence at 
the time but went north to collect 
Donald’s car; I spent my days in 
the hospital with him and my 
nights either finding someone to 
put me up or sleeping in the car.

Donald reciprocated after my 
own – ‘not as psychotic as mine, 
Ali’ – breakdown in the 1980s. 
We went on a road trip, visiting 
friends and relatives around 
Britain. He was great company: 
a strong glue in our close and ex-
tended family, and a very loving 
and supportive brother.

‘I want to kick that Michael 
Howard’s teeth down his throat,’ 
he said after a particularly 
unpleasant attack on me by the 
former Tory leader. When I say 

“after”, yes, I mean immediately 
after, but also one week after, a 
month, a year, five years after 
and last month. He really didn’t 
like people who said bad things 
about his family. And he loved 
saying the same things again 
and again! He had a book full of 
mantras.

Donald was very clever but not 
very well educated (the reverse 
of a lot of people I know). I have 
no idea when his mind started 
to go wrong, but I do know that 
of all of us he was the one who 
found schoolwork hardest. I’ve 
often wondered, too, whether 
those times when he just 
couldn’t seem to get himself out 
of bed, which my parents saw as 
a sign of teenage rebellion, were 
the first indications of an illness 
about which we knew absolutely 
nothing when that call from the 
military came, a call after which, 
our mother said many times, her 
life was never the same again.

He had many doctors, nurses 
and psychiatrists, and to the end 
he received fantastic NHS care 
in several parts of the country 
and various moments of crisis. 
One of them once said to me: 
“Donald is my greatest success 
story. Keeps his job. Owns his 
own flat. Drives himself. Stays 
active. Has a passion for his 
music. Has more friends than 
any of us. Has a positive attitude 
almost all the time.”

That last bit was certainly 
true. I wrote a book about my 
depression and called it The 
Happy Depressive. If we had ever 
made the film about Donald, we 
were going to call it The Happy 
Schizophrenic.

“It is what it is, Ali. I got given 
a bit of a crap deal, but you’ve 
got to make the best of it. Know 
what I mean?” It helped that, 
unlike me, he did do God, and 
his faith was certainly a comfort.

He loved people and he loved 
life. If there were an extended 
family vote – I have about 
60 cousins – to elect its most 
popular member, he would have 
walked it. He worked almost all 
his life. He didn’t like hospital 
for all the obvious reasons but 
also because he didn’t like to be 
a burden on the NHS, which he 
felt had already given him more 
than most.

He adored his nieces and 
nephews and was obsessed with 
the idea that he should have 
something to leave them, even 
though several of them already 
earn more than he ever did. He 
was always a giver.

The piping was a gift from our 
father, who taught us when we 
were very young and growing up 
in Yorkshire.

Indeed, if ever I do Desert 
Island Discs, the first song will 
be Donald Campbell by Donald 
Campbell, a tune written in 
honour of my dad and played by 
my brother on one of the CDs he 
recorded for the university.

For Donald Jr, piping became 
a lifedefining passion. He com-
peted at a high level. The judges 
were aware he could sometimes 
be ‘out of form up top’, as 
once when my sons, Rory and 
Calum, and I went to see him 
in a piobaireachd competition 
– top-rank stuff. Donald’s mind 
was wandering, and the judges 
smiled as he stopped premature-
ly, said, ‘Bugger it – I was away 
with the fairies there’, saluted 
and left the stage.

But he was competing, com-
posing, recording and teaching 
almost to the end. And though 
in recent days in hospital he be-
came unusually violent, he could 
be calmed a little when my sister 
Liz, the last person to visit him 
before his respiratory collapse, 
played to him his piping CDs 
and he played along with his 
fingers on the bedside rail.

He lost his mind from time 
to time. Now, all too young, he 
has lost his life. But right until 
the end of it, he never lost the 
music in his soul. And though 
the Donald who died was the 
sick Donald, the workings of 
his mind divorced from people 
and events around him – which 
is what schizophrenia is, not the 
‘split personality’ cliché that 
compounds the stigma – in there 
somewhere was the real Donald.

The real Donald leaves behind 
so much grief precisely because 
he inspired so much love, and 
gave so much love to so many – 
not least his little brother. 

Alastair Campbell 
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DESPITE the recent wet 
weather, there was a fair turnout 
at the Caol Gardening Show on 
Saturday (August 13).

The success was testimont to the 
hard work by organisers Lynne 
Hunter and Martyn Calam, who 
announced this would be their 
last show.

This was the 15th year that the 
pair have organised the event, 
taking over when the Caol Hor-
ticultural Society could no longer 
do it. They announced this would 
be their last year of organising 
the event and that they were ‘tak-
ing a back seat’ and looking for 
‘fresher blood to keep the show 
going’.

This year’s event saw exhibits 

across a range of category, from 
flowers and vegetables, to hand-
icrafts and baking. There were 
also several classes for children 
of all ages to enter into.

Lynne Hunter, one of the 
organisers of the show, said: It’s 
been an interesting show. There’s 
been some surprises and some 
not-surprises. There’s been some 
new faces and some not so new.’

Eddie Hunter, who was back 
in the area for the weekend, was 
asked to present the trophies 
and medals. Fay Houghton had 
a very successful day. She won 
the Alistair MacMillan Shield 
for most points in the vegetable 
sections; the gardening trophy 
for best flower in show (her Glad-
ioli) and the CSS Trophy for most 
points in the show.

Ms Houghton said: ‘I’m sur-

prised we’ve got anything at all 
because the weather has been so 
bad. I’m delighted though, the 
standard is so high.’

Ruby Clark was a joint winner 
of the Fred White Trophy for 
most points in the children’s 
class, along with Ryan Rowsell. 
She also won the McTavish’s 
Kitchens Crystal Bowl for best 
exhibit in show for her bird box.

Vic MacPherson won The Cab-
in Garden Centre Crystal Bowl 
for most points in classes 4-16 
(flowers excluding roses, dahlias, 
fuscias and pot plants). He also 
took home the William Brown 
Shield for the best leek exhibit, 
the Caol Community Council 
trophy for best vegetable and The 
Caol Gardening Show Trophy 
for most points in the flower and 
vegetable sections.

Logan Spence won the Ben Ne-
vis Distillery Quaich for the giant 
vegetable section and the Mrs 
Cochrane Memorial Cup for best 
rose. He was also the joint winner 
of the Margaret Cameron Me-
morial Salver for the most points 
in the fuchsia section along with 
Lorna Ungoed-Thomas.

Mrs Ungoed-Thomas also won 
the Gardening Salver for most 
points in the plant pot section 
and The George Watt Cup for 
the best plant pot exhibit. Aman-
da Spence won the Highland 
Council Trophy for best exhibit 
in the arts and crafts section.

She was the joint winner of the 
Gardening Shield for most points 
in the produce, preserves and 
baking section (excluding clootie 
dumpling) along with Gayle 
Rand, who also won the Ella 

Laing Cup for the best exhibit in 
that section and The Caol Com-
munity Council Trophy for best 
in baking .

Mary Anderson won the Neil 
Drummond Trophy for best 
clootie dumpling.

Mo Mason won both the 
Café Chardon Crystal Vase for 
the most points in the floral 
art section and the Provident 
Personal Credit Cup for the 
best exhibit in that section. 
Little Learners Nursery won the 
Lochy Salver for the school with 
most points.

Thanks were given to Charlie 
Milne who travels from Oban 
each year to help judge the 
entries, Carron MacKinnon for 
running the raffle, and of course 
Lynne Hunter and Martyn 
Calam for organising the show.

Caol’s gardeners put on 
bloomin’ marvellous show
KATIE CARABINE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Ruby Clark won best in show for her bird box, left, and above, All 
the prize-winners with their trophies.

‘ASTONISHING and abysmal.’ 
Those were the words of a West-
ern Isles councillor on hearing 
the news that Barra and Vatersay 
were to be ‘left out’ of an island 
air service consultation, writes 
Ellie Forbes.

Donnie Steele, councillor for 
Barra and South Uist, Vatersay 
and Eriskay, told The Oban Times 
of his shock at the decision to 
‘completely ignore the communi-
ties of Barra and Vatersay’ in the 
public consultations.

Consultation events on inter 
island air services were held in 
the Western Isles last night, with 
another tonight (August 18). 

Mr Steele said: ‘There is a huge 
disconnect between Stornoway 
and the outlying communities. 
There is only one return flight a 
day for three days a week, and it’s 
effecting the communities. 

‘There has been no explanation 
of why the people of Barra have 
been completely neglected. 

‘The further south you go from 
the Stornoway/Broadbay area 
the worse it [air services] gets.
The decision to cut the number 
of flights from Stornoway to Ben-
becula was bad, but the decision 
to scrap all flights from Barra to 
Benbecula was scandalous.

‘Humza Yousaf the minister 
for transport and the islands will 
be contacted about this latest 
fiasco.’

A Comhairle, Western Isles, 
spokesman, said: ‘It was agreed 
by the comhairle that consulta-
tion and engagement as part of 
the review would include public 
meetings in Stornoway and 
Benbecula, seeking feedback 
on current and potential future 
service delivery issues.

‘As part of this process, the 
external consultants were also 
asked to engage and consult 
with all elected members and the 
Association of Uist Community 
Councils, Northbay Community 
Council and Castlebay and Va-
tersay Community Council.  

‘In addition, the comhairle 
continues to look at further ways, 
in collaboration with other key 
stakeholders, including Loga-
nair, to enhancing connectivity 
between Barra and Glasgow 
consistent with the views and 
preferences previously expressed 
by the community in Barra’.

Ahead of the meetings, Coun-
cillor John Mackay, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar’s chairman of 
transportation and infrastruc-
ture said: ‘For those of us living 
in island communities we all have 
experience, either directly or 
indirectly, of our air services and 
the impact they have. I warmly 
welcome these consultation 
events and would encourage the 
public to take this opportunity to 
make their voices heard as part 
of this work.’

THE next hearing regarding 
a  judge from Fort William 
charged with drink driving 
and possession of a knife will 
take place next month.

The case against Richard 
Twining Sidgwick, 71, from 
Mileston Hill House was 
presented in his absence in 
Fort William sheriff court 
on Monday (August 14) at 
a notional trial. The court 
also heard that Sidgwick has 
recently been hospitalised.

The former QC previously 
appeared on May 12 after 
registering 110 milligrams 
of alcohol in a 100mg breath 
sample at his home the previ-
ous evening. 

The legal limit in Scotland 
is 22.

Sidgwick was also charged 
with failing to identify the 
driver of the vehicle when 
requested to do so at 8.30pm 
at his house on May 11, and 
being in possession of the 
knife at Fort William Police 
Office on the same day. 

A notional trial has been 
scheduled for September 14 
and bail has been continued.

LOCHABER Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
Fraser Doherty as the after 
dinner speaker for Ideas Week 
2016.

Owner of SuperJam, Mr 
Doherty started his business at 
the age of 14 after being taught 
how to make jam in his grand-
mother’s kitchen in Scotland.

At 16, he presented his brand 
to Waitrose and went on to 
become the youngest supplier 
to a major supermarket. 

Fraser was recently award-
ed a MBE ‘for services to 
business’ by Her Majesty The 
Queen. Ideas week starts 
November 14. 

CHILDREN across Lochaber 
returned to school this week 
and local organisations have 
been trying to reduce the stress 
and expense a new term can 
bring, writes Monica Gibson.

Lochaber School Bank (LSB) 
was set up to help families who 
are struggling to kit their kids 
out for school.

The bank, at Loco Motif 
Bodyart tattoo parlour in Caol, 
relies heavily on donations and 
receives new and nearly new 
clothes and accessories which it 
passes on to those in need.

Donna Darbrough, who helps 
run the bank with friend Carol 
Anne Campbell, explained: 
‘We noticed on Facebook last 
year that there are a lot of 
people struggling with the cost 
of getting the kids ready to go 

back to school.  We had a stall 
in the town centre last year and 
then people started making 
donations.  

‘People have been so kind 
with their donations and luckily 
Carol Anne had some space in 

her tattoo parlour to store the 
clothes and our shelves are 
quite full.’

The mum of three added: ‘We 
are open throughout the year 
and have helped 18 children 
from referrals which we mainly 

get from Women’s Aid. We 
have also got in touch with the 
schools now asking for referrals 
and we are in the process of 
seeing if we can get charitable 
status so we can buy new items 
as well as second hand things.’

Via its page on social media, 
the bank also lets followers 
know of great deals and pro-
motions which might help save 
pennies.

Last Thursday (August 11) 
they took to Facebook to thank 
a local embroidery business for 
their particular donation.

In a post they wrote: ‘Wow, 
what can I say?  Popped over 
to LEAP as Helen said she 
had some stuff for us but didn’t 
expect this. Two big boxes of 
school jumpers, t-shirts, socks 
and a load of school bags, and 

loads of boxes of shoes!  So 
amazing, thank you both so 
much.’

Davie Duncan, who runs 
Lochaber Embroidery and 
Printing (LEAP) with partner 
Helen said: ‘We just like to pay 
it forward.  At the end of the 
day it’s nice to be nice.

He added: ‘We gave polo 
shirts in the colours of most 
of the schools around here, 
hoodies and sweatshirts, socks 
pants. Just the kind of things 
that sometimes people need 
and can’t get for whatever 
reason.  

‘Even for people with jobs the 
cost of uniforms and all that 
goes with it quickly adds up.’

Mr Duncan is a commercial 
diver by profession. The couple 
started up LEAP two years 

ago when their circumstances 
changed after noticing an open 
in the market.

Mr Duncan said: ‘With the 
way the oil industry is at the 
minute I found myself out of 
work.  Helen is a retired police 
constable, she had to retire 
through ill health but she had 
enjoyed doing the embroidery 
before just as a hobby.

‘We decided ‘let’s invest’ and 
there’s not  really a similar 
business in the area so we 
thought if we could work to sort 
out the local schools, clubs and 
uniforms then that would keep 
us going.  

‘We’re not exactly making a 
big profit but we’re providing a 
service – it’s a community thing 
really.’

Councillor’s 
shock at lack 
of discussion 
over island 
air service

Hearing 
scheduled

Ideas week

Carol Anne 
Campbell 

of Lochaber 
School 

Bank sorts 
through 

the boxes 
of clothing 
donated by 

LEAP.

Business goes extra mile to kit kids out for school
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SNH not behind plan 
to re-introduce lynx
Sir,
I would like to correct some inaccura-
cies in the letter to the editor from Iain 
Thornber in your August 4 edition. 

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is 
not behind any proposal to reintro-
duce lynx, although if a proposal was 
submitted to us we, as the licensing 
authority, would have to consider the 
application.  

Lynx is a large cat by European 
standards and eats deer and may 
take smaller livestock such as sheep.  
But there are no records of wild  lynx 
attacking people in Europe, although 
the authorities in Devon were un-
derstandably keen to ensure the safe 
return of a captive zoo animal.   

We, together with a consortium of 
agricultural, conservation and land 
management interests, have drawn up 
a code of practice for reintroductions 
that covers anything from plants to 
large mammals. 

This code is unique in European 
terms and ensures actions in Scotland 
are very carefully considered where 
there may be any form of harm.  The 
code is available online. If Mr Thorn-
ber would like to look at it, he will see 
that we and our partners actively pro-
mote consultation with local people, 
among many other safeguards.

Andrew Bachell, Director of Policy 
and Advice, Scottish Natural Herit-
age.

Named person scheme 
ruled unlawful
Sir,
It is now official: the draconian 
‘named person scheme’ drawn up 
by the menacing and undiscerning 
Scottish Government is completely 
unlawful. 

The recent, and unanimous, ruling 
of five judges in the Supreme Court, 
against this silly and contemptuous 
piece of legislation, is nothing less 
than a victory for common sense.  
While most ordinary people across 
Scotland already knew this proposed 
law was wrong, we now all formally 
know it is wrong, wrong, wrong.  

And just in case the Scottish minis-
ters at Holyrood, who devised this ‘big 
brother’ spying scheme, are still asleep 

CHAN e càil ùr a th’ ann dha seirb-
heisean poblach a bhith a’ seachnadh 
àrachas ach a- mhàin na dh’fheumas a 
bhith aca  gus còraichean a’ mhòr-shl-
uaigh a dhìon. 

Tha cuimhne agam sin ionnsachadh 
is mi air obair-samhraidh cuide ri 
Roinn Àiteachais an Riaghaltais a’ 
tomhas raointean choirce agus bhu-
ntàta ma choinneamh thagraidhean 
airson  uireasbhaidhean fàs sìl. 

Chaidh innse dhomh nan stadadh 
poileas mi le car ‘an department’ 
gum faodainn innse dhaibh nach 
robh àrachas àbhaisteach air a’ chàr, 
leis gur ann leis an Riaghaltas a bha 
e. Bhon uairsin tha mi air còmhradh 
caochladh uairean ri luchd-gnothaich 
a th’ air innse dhomh gun robh iad air 
sgur a cheannach àrachas ioma-chu-
imseach air leithid làraidhean mòra 
oir gun robh e na bu shaoire dhaibh 
inneal a chall, agus tè ùr a cheannach, 
gach bliadhna neo dhà seach làn-àra-
chas a phàigheadh orra gach bliadhna.

Cha robh iad ach a’ ceannach àra-
chas a bheireadh dhaibh dìon nam 
buaileadh iad cuideigin eile. Tha fhios 
againn uile gum bheil àrachas daor 

a cheannach co-dhiù ’s ann air tagh 
neo carbad neo rud eile, agus ged 
a tha sinn ga phàigheadh, tha sinn 
an dòchas nach bi feum againn air 
tagradh a chur thuige. ’S e saorsainn 
inntinne a th’ ann agus dìon air rudan 
a tha luachmhor agus deatamach 
dhuinn. Bhiodh e nàdarra gun suili-
cheamaid an aon seòrsa feallsanachd 
a bhith aig an Riaghaltas a thaobh 
tèarainteachd sgìrean a tha e fhèin a’ 
comharrachadh mar làraich shònra-
ichte a thaobh maise agus nàdair, gun 
iomradh air beòshlàint an t-sluaigh a 
tha a’ còmhnaidh anns na sgìrean sin. 

Ach chan ann mar sin a tha a thaobh 
nam bàtaichean-slaodaidh a chaidh an 
stèidheachadh mu thuath, a’ leantainn 
air molaidhean an rannsachaidh air 
long-bhriseadh an t-soithich Braer 
ann an Sealtainn ann an 1993. Ghàn-
raich an tubaist sin cladaichean nan 
eileanan sin fad bhliadhnaichean le 
còrr air ochdad mìle tunna ola. Thuirt 
am Morair Donaldson gum bu chòir 
na molaidhean a chur an gnìomh gun 
bhacadh air sgàth cosgais, agus chaidh 
dà bhàta an stèidheachadh air ceann 
a tuath Alba is a dhà aig ceann a deas 

Shasainn. Ach dh’fhàg caomhnadh 
air cosgais nach eil ach aon bhà-
ta-slaodaidh a’ toirt taic dìon dha na 
mìltean mìle de chladaichean cheann 
a tuath Alba a-nise, agus dhearbh na 
thachair far cladach Leòdhais gum 
bheil an sgìre dìon ro fharsaing agus 
gum faodadh an ùine a bheir i a’ si-
ubhal bho leithid tuath gu siar tubaist 
sgriosail eile a chiallachadh. Tha na 
coimhearsnachdan sin agus an cuid 
sluaigh airidh air nas fheàrr!

PREVENTION is said to be better 
than cure, but such a philosophy 
requires a commitment to investment.

Lord Donaldson’s recommendations 
on emergency towing vessel support 
in Scottish waters is as sensible now 
as when welcomed by government 22 
years ago and it is unacceptable that 
government economies should now be 
exposing areas of acclaimed scenery 
and their communities to serious risk 
of environmental polution. A second 
emergency towing vessel should be 
reinstated immediately.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

World Championship success 
MORE than 35,000 people attended the World Pipe Band 
Championships last Saturday on Glasgow Green – includ-
ing more than 230 pipe bands and around 8,000 pipers and 
drummers.

Winners in the Grade One competition were Field 
Marshal Montgomery Pipe Band from Northern Ireland 
who were named World Pipe Band Champions for 2016. 
Inveraray and District finished second and St Laurence 
O’Toole from the Republic of Ireland were third. 

I’m sure many readers of the Glasgow Letter will be 
delighted to hear of the success of the Glasgow Skye As-
sociation Pipe Band who came fifth overall in the Grade 
Two competition – which was won by Johnstone Pipe Band 
– and whose drummers were named Grade 2 drumming 
Champion of Champions. 

Fifteen nations were represented at ‘The Worlds’, includ-
ing bands from Northern Ireland, Republic of Ireland, 
England, Canada, USA, New Zealand, Australia, Den-
mark, Switzerland, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and, of course, Scotland. 

There were moments over the weekend when it must 
have felt as if all 35,000 revellers were congregated inside 
the Park Bar, which is extremely busy for ‘The Worlds’ 
every year. 

Lomond and Clyde Pipe Band, who came third in Grade 
Two and who are sponsored by the pub, staged a full day 
of piping in the bar on the Sunday. 

I dare say there were a few sore heads on the Monday. 
I was away from Glasgow all weekend and I think I have 
missed out big style.

Musicians help Rona celebrate  
80th birthday in style
RONA LIGHTFOOT celebrated her 80th birthday in 
style with a sold-out ceilidh at The National Piping Centre 
last Friday night entitled Rona Lightfoot’s 80th Birthday 
Bash.

The line-up for the ceilidh contained some of the world’s 
finest pipers, musicians and Gaelic singers including 
Kathleen MacInnes, Julie Fowlis, Sineag MacIntyre, 
Mairi MacInnes and, of course, Rona herself. 

This week’s � ashback photo was submitted by Mary Tindall of Oban and features sta�  from the former Woolworths 
store in Oban at their sta�  dance in 1979. Back row: Marjorie MacKinney; Denis Heggarty and Mary Currie. Middle: 
Derick Munro; Heather ?; Shirley Glass; Sandra Brown, kneeling; Mary Tindall; Doreen Birse and Willie Power. Front: 
Hugh MacNeil, unknown; Lorna Munro; Joan ?; Eileen Welsh; Christine MacMillan; Karen Morrison; Pauline Welsh and 
Alan Munro. Digital versions of � ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints 
sent to The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a 
stamped-addressed envelope.

The Glasgow Uist and Barra Association took to social 
media to thank Piping Live and the staff at The National 
Piping Centre, as well as Rona MacDonald, for their effort 
in putting on the event. 

Looking at the photographs on Facebook, it is clear 
everyone enjoyed themselves and that there was a brilliant 
atmosphere. 

As Sineag MacIntyre, who sings with the Urban 
Teuchtars, wrote on Facebook, it was particularly amazing 
for a west coast ceilidh in Glasgow that it only ran over 
time by an hour and a half! I’m sure those who attended 
the evening could have kept the party going long into the 
night. 

A similar evening with a slightly different cast of musi-
cians will be held in St Andrew’s Cathedral in Inverness 
on September 2 as part of the Blas festival. If the Queen 
can have two birthday celebrations each year, then why not 
Rona Lightfoot? She is Gaelic royalty after all!

Pub scene 
Islay Inn: Friday August 19: Twist of Fate. Saturday August 
20: Gunna Sound.  Wednesday August 24: Quiz Night. Park 
Bar: Friday August 19: Scott Harvey. Saturday August 20:
Iain Angus MacLeod. Sunday August 21: Martainn Skene.

A cracking birthday cake to go with a great celebration of 
Rona Lightfoot’s 80th.

let them now hear what the Supreme 
Court judges are loudly telling them: 
it is ‘wake up and dump your ridicu-
lous proposals’.  

In other words, the whole plan has 
either to be ditched forever or com-
pletely overhauled – and no wonder.

 In reaching their decision the panel 
of five Supreme Court judges claimed 
Scotland has been saved from a total-
itarian curse. 

Their words make for deeply dis-
turbing reading, when they said: ‘The 
first thing that a totalitarian regime 
tries to do is to get at the children, to 
distance them from the subversive, 
varied influences of their families, 
and indoctrinate them in their rulers’ 
view of the world.’  

These words are not only numbing 
and shocking, they are also downright 
scary.  The judges wisely, and rightly, 
added: ‘Within limits, families must 
be left to bring up their children in 
their own way.’

 How thankful we ought to be that 
the SNP-led Scottish Parliament are 
not allowed to appoint a ‘named per-
son’ to monitor each and every child 
in Scotland.  

One really wonders what sinister and 
secret agenda our socialist, out-of-
touch-with-the-people, Government 
in Edinburgh had up their sleeve with 
this grotesque Marxist policy.  What 
we do know about their so-called 
‘named person scheme’ is that it is 
sinful and intrinsically wicked.  Shame 
on them for imagining it up in the first 
place.  

What a miserable indictment on 
them also for thinking that Scotland’s 
parents are just not ‘good enough’ at 
raising their own children.  It is these 
very politicians who are not ‘good 
enough’ for Holyrood and who need 
beside them – more than anyone else 
– some professional ‘named guardian’ 
to help them properly and sensibly run 
Scotland.

Donald J Morrison, Old Edinburgh 
Road, Inverness.

Call to help children 
su� ering from cancer 

Sir,
This September is Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month and we are asking 
your readers to take on the £170 chal-
lenge to make a real difference to the 
lives of children with cancer.

£170 is the grant children and young 
people’s cancer charity CLIC Sargent 
gives to families when a child is diag-
nosed with cancer.

As well as the often devastating emo-
tional impact of a cancer diagnosis, the 
resulting financial impact can be huge 
– costs go up and income often goes 
down. Our £170 grants provide help to 
cope with immediate costs – such as 
petrol, household bills and parking – 
to stop cancer costs spiralling.

In 2015/16 CLIC Sargent was able to 
provide £1.1 million in grants. With 
your help we can continue providing 
this practical support to ease the 
financial burden of childhood cancer

There are lots of ways you can take 
on the £170 challenge. Maybe you 
could harness the Power of Cake and 
hold a baking competition or cake 
and coffee morning? Why not keep it 
simple with a collection or dress-down 
day at work or school? Or you could 
make a bold move and take part in our 
Big Buzz event by shaving or cutting 
your hair.

We’d love to see as many people as 
possible taking on the £170 challenge 
in September. To find out more about 
fundraising for children with cancer, 
contact peter.logie@clicsargent.org.
uk or ring 01463 713080.

Look out also for iconic buildings lit 
up in gold on September 1 as well to 
raise awareness of childhood cancer 
during September.

To find out more about CLIC Sar-
gent visit www.clicsargent.org.uk

 Peter Logie, CLIC Sargent, Area 
Fundraising Manager,  North of 
Scotland.

Rain is not a pain to 
Oban cinema
Sir,
I want to thank all the people who 
have visited Oban Phoenix Cinema in 
the last few weeks.

While everyone else is complaining 
about the rain, we at the cinema are 
delighted because it is helping our 
community-owned venture to thrive.

So enjoy the wee bit of sunshine 
while it lasts – it is a thank you from 
the all the ‘stars’ in heaven for the 
support people have given the cinema.

Louise Glen-Lee
Convenor
Oban Phoenix Board of Trustees. 

Social media
A NUMBER of stories in last week’s 
Oban Times caught readers attention 
with them taking to Facebook to make 
teir voices heard.

Conel pensioner Ann Colhart’s 
distress after a planning mistake led 
to a house being built too close to her 
property prompted Jack Low to write: 
‘any where else in britain the builder 
would have been made to pull it down’, 
while Margaret Menassa said: ‘If she 
was at fault it would be pulled down at 
her expense so why is it diffrent here’

The ongoing saga of the rig ground-
ed off the isle of Lewis had Bill Gray 
commenting: ‘Why did this rig need to 
have 70,000 gallons of diesel on board 

anyway as it was being towed - who 
authorised this hazard?’

Donald Morris said: ‘At least we 
have billions spent on trident which is 
useless. Better together?’

And following the fears raised 
over Eader Glinn, north Argyll’s only 
authority-led nursing and care home, 
being ‘on a list’ for ‘discussions’ in 
regard to its future a number of readers 
got in touch.

Ann-Marie Sinclair said: This is a 
fantastic home, amazing staff and care 
providers’

Christine Macdonald said: ‘You have 
got to be joking!!! Such a happy place!! 
What next?’

On a more positive note, Scottish 
Slate Islands Heritage Trust’s recent 
celebrations to honour local benefac-
tor Isobelle Smith encouraged many 
to write.

Agustí Cruz said: ‘The museum was 
one of the jewels of our holiday stay in 
Seil.’

Penny Cole told us: ‘It’s such a great 
museum – really interesting and you 
can ask for extra info from the knowl-
edgeable volunteers who run it.’

While Clare Rice said: ‘Fabulous 
small museum! Looked after with 
enthusiasm and love – and it shows! 
We really enjoyed our visit (thanks to 
Jim!).’

Road safety is an issue that is on most people’s 
minds, particularly at this time of year when 
the volume of traffic on our roads doubles if 

not triples due to the amount of holidaymakers visiting 
Argyll and the islands for the day or for longer.

For our towns, villages and businesses that depend so 
much on holidaymakers to earn a living it is great news, 
but the extra traffic has its downfall.

Police have just launched a road safety campaign three 
weeks earlier than the rest of the country after new 
figures showed an increase in the number of people killed 

or seriously injured on Argyll and Bute’s roads. Those 
figures only back up what many of us already know. 

The A83, A82, A85 and the A816 will be among roads 
patrolled by safety group partners including Police 
Scotland over a four-week local rural roads safety 
initiative.

While the campaign is good, there is a responsibility on 
us to drive safely and respect other road users. 

It can be frustrating travelling behind caravans and so-
called Sunday drivers, but no-one’s life is worth cutting 
five minutes off your journey.
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THE LOCHABER 
Autism Support Group 
(LASG) raised £807.78 by 
holding a coffee morning 
in the café in Fort Wil-
liam Railway Station on 
Sunday (Aug 14).

This is the third annual 
coffee morning the group 
has held to raise funds for 
trips and treats for the 
children.

The group is made up 
of parents of autistic chil-
dren. There are currently 
17 children in the group, 
nine of whom are on the 
autistic spectrum. The 
other children are their 
siblings.

The group meets on 
the morning of the first 
Saturday of every month 
in the Salvation Hall for 
the children to play and 
learn new social skills 
while the parents can 
have a cup of tea and 
chat with others parents 

in a similar situation. 
Amie Wallace, chairper-
son of the support group 
said: ‘We have a coffee 
morning once a year. The 
café doesn’t open on a 
Sunday so we get to use it. 
Dave and Brian who run 
it are very good to let us 
take over.

‘The money raised goes 
towards buying stuff for 
the children or to take 
them on trips that they 
wouldn’t normally get 
to do as it can be quite 
difficult. 

‘We also have sensory 
equipment for them.

‘We all run the support 
group together, there’s no 
input from professionals, 
we do it all ourselves.’

Father Donald MacKin-
non of St Mary’s church 
encouraged his parish-
ioners to donate the price 
of a cup of coffee if they 
were unable to attend 

on the day. The church 
raised £124.52 towards 
the total which the group 
are very grateful for.

Every year the local 
branch of McDonalds 
choses a local charity 
to support, and in the 
last year they chose to 
help the Autism Support 
Group.

Mrs Wallace said: ‘We 
were very lucky to have 
McDonald’s support; they 
ran a raffle for us.’

The group are looking 
to taking the children on 
a trip on the steam train 
and also trying to get 
instruments for music 
therapy. 

They are always on the 
lookout for new members 
and for activities to help 
the children and for them 
to enjoy.

For further information 
visit the LASG Facebook 
page.

Salvage team on board rig 
to assess recovery options 
A SALVAGE team have begun 
a full assessment of an oil rig 
grounded on the Isle of Lewis, 
writes Ellie Forbes.

The Transocean Winner rig 
was carrying 280 metric tonnes 
of diesel when it ran aground at 
Dalmore last Monday (August 
8). 

Eight experts managed 
to board the rig on Sunday 
after bad weather stopped the 
planned operation on Friday 
August 12. An additional 
six people joined the team 
on Monday and that number 
looked to increase to 15.

Smit Salvage confirmed that 
the two diesel oil tanks are in-
tact and plans are now in place 
to transfer the fuel, a total of 
137 metric tonnes, via pumping 
systems to other tanks above 
the water. 

The Maritime and Coast-
guard Agency (MCA) said: ‘We 
understand that a maximum of 
53 metric tonnes has leaked. 
This has dispersed and there is 
no evidence of pollution based 
on the current reports that we 
have.’

An underwater survey is 
being carried out to identify the 
safest way to refloat the rig.

MCA said: ‘An AugustaWest-
land AW139 helicopter is now 
based in Stornoway to support 
the operation. 

‘A zone of 300 metres remains 
in place around the rig covering 
the sea and air, which means no 

drones will be permitted in the 
area, providing a safe working 

area for the salvage team to 
work in. 

The Western Isles Emergency 
Planning Co-ordinating group 
met on Monday to discuss the 
ongoing issue. 

A spokesperson for the group 
said: ‘As previously indicated, 
the Transocean Winner oil rig 
is expected to be at Dalmore 
for some time.

‘The SOSREP and Transo-
cean are now inviting the local 
community to a special public 
information meeting to be held 
tonight (August 18) at 8pm in 
Carloway Community Centre.’

Calls for a second emergency 
towing vehicle to be reinstated 
are growing following an 
inaugural meeting of MPs and 
MSPs across the region on 
Monday (August 15).

MSP Kate Forbes, MPs Drew 
Hendry and Angus MacNeil, 
joined others in writing to MP 
Chris Grayling. The letter read: 
‘The recent incident involving 
the Transocean Winner oil rig 
clearly demonstrates how utter-
ly inadequate and unacceptable 
the current emergency provi-
sion north of the Border is.’

Hugh Shaw, the secretary of 
state’s representative for mari-
time salvage and intervention, 
said: ‘Once the assessment is 
under way, we’ll have a much 
better idea of what we are 
dealing with, so a more detailed 
salvage plan can be put into 
place.’

The team aboard the stranded rig will now make a full assessment so a more detailed salvage plan 
can be put in place.

Members of the Lochaber Autism Support Group took over the café at Fort 
William railway station on Sunday to fundraise.

CONFIRMATION that diesel 
has begun leaking from the 
stranded Transocean Winner 
platform, which ran aground on 
the Isle of Lewis last Monday, 
has sparked concern over the 
likely destination and environ-
mental impact of the oil spill, 
writes Dr Keri Wallace, of the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS).

Scientists from SAMS are 
providing ongoing expert input 
into the response process for the 
crisis.  

At the time of writing, the ex-
act quantity of diesel oil leaked 
off Lewis was still unknown but 
the make-up of the substance 
being released, already tells us 
quite a lot. 

Marine diesel is usually broken 
up into tiny droplets by wind 
and wave action, and moved 
away from the spill-site by ocean 
currents within a day or less. For 
this reason there is seldom any 
oil to physically recover from 
the water’s surface. The tiny oil 
droplets dispersed throughout 
the body of water don’t just 
disappear. They tend to stick 
to small particles floating in 
the seawater, before eventually 
sinking and settling-out on the 
seabed. 

Images of thick black oil slicks 
are not usually associated with 
spills of marine diesel such as 
this. Instead diesel oil is not 
sticky or viscous, and at the 
coast is washed off the shore-

line quickly by waves and tidal 
currents. Where the fuel does 
penetrate into coastal soils or 
sands it is naturally degraded by 
microbes in one to two months.

Diesel is commonly regarded 
as one of the most toxic types 
of fuel oil, capable of killing 
most marine life that comes into 
direct contact with it. In open 
water however, diesel spills are 
usually dispersed so quickly that 
few fish and birds are affected. 
This is particularly the case 
in exposed coastal locations 
such as those found around the 
Western Isles.

It is the location and unique 
circumstances of each diesel 
leak that determine which 
specific environmental impacts 
are most likely. For example, 
consequences can be serious 
where diesel is trapped and 
concentrated in coastal areas 
or where prevailing conditions 
transport the fuel into nesting 
bird colonies, fish farms or are-
as of conservation importance. 
For this reason it is important 
for emergency oil spill respond-
ers to understand exactly how 
dispersed diesel spills will be 
moved by currents and tidal 
flows around the site.

Oceanographers at SAMS 
have expertise in oil spill tra-
jectory modelling and are cur-
rently providing ocean forecasts 
to Marine Scotland Science, 
the central co-ordinators of the 
crisis response. 

Oban-based 
scientists assist 
crisis response

Group’s cafe fundraiser 
is a piece of cake

Autism Group raise £807 towards activities Talent sought for 
open mic session 

Transport forum 
to meet MSPs 

Consistent exam 
results praised 

Duo are ‘winging 
it’ to Skye 

LOCAL talent is sought for 
an open music sessions in 
Glencoe.

The music evening will 
take place in Boots Bar at 
the Clachaig Inn on Sunday 
(August 21) from 9pm and all 
musicians,  from twangers, 
strummers, and part- time 
whistlers are welcome to play 
along.

LOCHABER transport forum is 
planning to meet with MSPs.

The forum will get together 
with SNP MSP, for Skye, Lo-
chaber and Badenoch, Kate 
Forbes on tomorrow (August 
19) and Conservative MSP 
for the Highland and Island 
Donald Cameron on Monday 
August 22.  

Forum member, Benny Mac-
Donald said: ‘The meetings are 
a chance to bring the MSPs up 
to date with issues which have 
been lingering for a long time, 
coupled with new rail issues 
since the ScotRail contracts 
started April 15. We hope the 
MSP’s can support us and push 
for the improvements we’re 
looking for.’ 

ANOTHER year of consistent 
exam results in the Western 
Isles has been welcomed by 
the local authority.

2016 results show 963 can-
didates sat exams at Higher 
level and an increase in the 
percentage of A-C passes to 
81.2 per cent.

Across the authority, there 
was a 86.94 per cent pass 
rate for 3,216 exam papaers 
entered.

A spokesman for the com-
hairle  said: ‘The authority 
appreciates the hard work 
of teaching sta�  and pupils 
and would also like to thank 
the administrative sta�  in 
schools for their diligence 
in the processing of SQA 
data.’

A GUITAR duo hoping to ‘cap-
ture the imagination’ will be 
performing across Skye next 
month.

Formerly known as ‘winging 
it’, Adam Bulley and Chas 
MacKenzie will be show-
casing their new album  on 
Friday September 9 at the Red 
Roof Gallery, at The Old Inn, 
Carbost on the 10 at the Elgol 
Village Hall on the 11.
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A number of Lomond School pupils – along with 
parents and sta�  – attended the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse on July 7 to receive their Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Awards. 
The prestigious awards are presented to young 
people who complete all sections of the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh programme, which includes an 
expedition and � ve-day residential trip. The award 
is recognised and highly regarded by universities 
and employers. 

Success for Lomond School pupils

The school was also recognised for its participation 
in the awards over the years. 
Johanna Urquhart, principal, said: ‘Lomond School’s 
location means that there is a particular emphasis 
on outdoor pursuits. The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme is, without doubt, a signi� cant feature and 
we have enjoyed great success carrying out expedi-
tions both locally and abroad.’

Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex, presents the 
award to the school’s principal, Johanna  

Urquhart, centre, with teacher Mrs Nicola Harwood.

ADVERTORIAL
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 August 2016.

WIN 
TWO GIN CONNOISSEUR TOURS AT THE EDINBURGH GIN DISTILLERY AND THREE BOTTLES OF THEIR GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: How many gins make up Edinburgh Gin’s core range?

From the modern-day capital of the gin renaissance, 
Edinburgh Gin presents a distinguished family of premium 
Scottish gins. Their classic juniper-forward Original Gin, 
marine botanicals infused Seaside Gin and navy-strength 
Cannonball Gin form the core range of London Dry style 
gins. These are joined by three luscious gin liqueurs.

To celebrate the return of The Edinburgh Gin Garden to 
St Andrew Square, we’re offering our readers a true taste of 
summer. One lucky winner will win a trio of the core range of 
gins, perfect for G&Ts and a range of refreshing cocktails. 

The juniper experience doesn’t stop there; this 
prize also includes a Gin Connoisseur Tour at their 
highly-rated Edinburgh Gin distillery in Edinburgh’s 
West End. Experience the history of gin, followed by an 
unforgettable tutored tasting. What are you waiting for? 
Raise a glass to summer with Edinburgh Gin.

WIN 
CAMPING AND FAMILY TICKETS TO GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR 2016

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Galloway Country Fair takes place in the grounds 
of which Castle?

Galloway Country Fair, one of the Scottish rural calendar’s biggest 
events, returns to the beautiful Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate 
on 20 and 21 August 2016. And to celebrate, we’ve teamed up with 
Drumlanrig to offer readers the chance to win one of two family 

camping passes and tickets for the event, with a further eight runners-up 
receiving a family ticket. 

Visit www.gallowaycountryfair.co.uk for tickets and further 
information.

NB: This competition closes on Friday 5 August
Family camping pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) access to camp at the Fair for three nights. A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) entry to the Fair on either 20 or 

21 August. Two winners will receive one family camping pass worth £120 each. Eight runners-up will receive one family pass worth £30 each. Prize is non-transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

The prize includes one 70cl bottle each of Original Gin, Cannonball Gin, Seaside Gin, and two tickets for the Edinburgh Gin Connoisseur Tour at their distillery at 1A Rutland Place Edinburgh. Dates for the tour subject to 
availability. No cash alternative available. Entrants must be over age 18.

207_sf08.indd   207 22/06/2016   14:28:19

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. Closing 
date is August 31, 2016. Entrants must be 18 or over. The prize includes one 70cl bottle each of Original Gin, Cannonball Gin, Seaside Gin and two tickets for the Edinburgh 
Gin Connoisseur Tour at their distillery at 1A Rutland Place, Edinburgh. Dates for the tour subject to availability.
Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be � rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish 
to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.
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Across

1 Clothing line (6)

4 Place of refuge (6)

9 Keyboard instrument (7)

10 Adjust (5)

11 Buckwheat pancakes (5)

12 Within the law (7)

13 Should not shatter dangerously (6,5)

18 Mexican spirit (7)

20 Silly (5)

22 Added extra (5)

23 Board a locomotive (7)

24 Code word for "S" (6)

25 House disease? (3-3)

Down

1 Very disturbing nightmare (6)

2 Game ragout (5)

3 Patronage (7)

5 Words used improperly (5)

6 Small amounts (7)

7 One who has constant suffering (6)

8 Drink made from infused cereal (6,5)

14 Obtain (7)

15 Less dark (7)

16 Fills (6)

17 Young water bird (6)

19 One who does nothing productive (5)

21 Broadcasting (2,3)
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SPONSORS

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.comwww.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 

unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 

wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography

Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe 
for only 

£15 
a year

NEW 

ISSUE 

OUT 

NOW
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

THE ISLE of Mull’s annual 
agricultural show has been 
described as one of the high-
lights of the farming calendar, 
and this year was no different, 
writes David McPhee.

Waterproofs and umbrellas 
may have been needed, but it 
didn’t stop locals and visitors 
alike making their way to  
Salen Show last Thursday.

As always there was some-
thing for everyone, whether 

a climbing frame for the 
children, a burger and a beer 
for the adults or a series of 
competitions for the farmers to 
showcase their animals.

Iain MacKay’s highland heif-
er was crowned the overall cat-
tle champion after winning its 
three-year-old class and taking 
the highland championship.

Mr MacKay of Torloisk Farm 
said: ‘The class was very strong 
and I am very pleased to have 

won in a very strong show of 
cattle like that.’

Even the rain couldn’t 
dampen his spirits. He 
added: ‘It’s been a very 
good day despite the 
weather. It can rain 
all it likes now.’

The Barttett fam-
ily also tasted some 
success on the day, 
albeit surprisingly. 
They were visiting 

the island on holiday and 
decided to enter their five-

months-old whippet in to 
some competitions. In her 

first show, Willow 
w a s crowned 
the b e s t 

p u p p y 
and re-
ceived a 
s e c o n d 

for best 
small dog.

The Mull and Iona Pipe Band entertain the soaked crowd. 17_t34SalenShow09.

Umbrellas and waterproofs were needed for this year’s show. 17_t34SalenShow10.

Two young boys prepare to crash into one another. 
17_t34SalenShow07

Paddy the porpoise being held by Jenny Hampson, 
left, and Zoë Stevenson of the Hebridean Whale 

and Dolphin Trust. 17_t34SalenShow04. 

Jamie McLean of Knoch Farm holds his prize sheep, 
which was crowned theblack face champion. 

17_t34SalenShow05.

Je�  from Mull just after his sheep 
was crowned the tup champion. 

17_t34SalenShow06.

Lily Howell, from Mull, with her 
prize-winning pet. Cait, 4, won the 
non-working Collie competition. 

17_t34SalenShow01.

Volunteers, including Morvern the clown, who 
were raising money for Mull Musical Minds.  

17_t34SalenShow03a.

Meet 13-year-old Cuillin, who came third in the 
spaniel class. 17_t34SalenShow02.

Salen’s spirit is key to success
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Friday 19 - Thursday 25 August
FINDING DORY | PG | 123 MIN
Sat: 16:30, Sun: 12:30
3D: Fri: 14:30, Sat: 12:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 14:30
Disney• Pixar’s “ Finding Dory” reunites everyone’ s favourite 
forgetful blue tang, Dory, with her friends Nemo and Marlin 
on a search for answers about her past.

GHOSTBUSTERS (2016) | 12A | 136 MIN
Sun: 17.45
30 years after Ghostbusters took the world by storm, the 
beloved franchise makes its long-awaited return. Director 
Paul Feig brings his fresh take to the supernatural comedy, 
joined by some of the funniest actors working today.

JASON BOURNE | 12A | 145 MIN
Fri: 18:45, 19:30, Sat: 14:30, 18:45, 20:00, Sun: 17:15, 20:15, 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 18:45, 19:30
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
Jason Bourne, now remembering who he truly is, tries to 
uncover hidden truths about his past.

KIDS CLUB: SPACE JAM | U | 95 MIN
Sat: 11:30
Children’s classic. Michael Jordan agrees to help the Looney 
Tunes play a basketball game vs. alien slavers to determine 
their freedom.

SILVER SCREEN - NOW YOU SEE ME 2 | 12A | 150 
MIN
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £2.50! Tea and cake £1.50
Sun: 14:30
One year after outwitting the FBI and winning the public’s 
adulation with their Robin Hood-style magic spectacles, 
The Four Horsemen resurface for a comeback performance 
in hopes of exposing the unethical practices of a tech mag-
nate. The man behind their vanishing act is none other than 
Walter Mabry, a tech prodigy who threatens the Horsemen 
into pulling off  their most impossible heist yet. Their only 
hope is to perform one last unprecedented stunt to clear 
their names and reveal the mastermind behind it all.

STAR TREK BEYOND | 12A | 142 MIN
Fri: 17:00, 21:30, Sat: 17:15, Sun: 15:00, 20:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, 
Thu: 17:00, 21:30
The fi rst leg of the USS Enterprise’s fi ve year mission takes 
them into uncharted territory. There the Enterprise is nearly 
destroyed and strands Kirk and his crew on a remote planet 
with no means of communication. Kirk must then work 
with the elements to reunite his crew and get back to Earth.

THE BFG | PG | 137 MIN
Fri, Sat: 14:00, Sun: 12:00, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 14:00
A girl named Sophie encounters the Big Friendly Giant who, 
despite his intimidating appearance, turns out to be a kind 
hearted soul who is considered an outcast by the other 
giants because unlike his peers refuses to eat boys and girls. 
Based on the novel by Roald Dahl. Film directed by Steven 
Spielberg. Stars Mark Rylance, Rebecca Hall, Bill Hader.

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS | U | 120 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:30
Taking place in a Manhattan apartment building, Max’s 
life as a favourite pet is turned upside down, when his 
owner brings home a sloppy mongrel named Duke. They 
have to put their quarrels behind when they fi nd out that 
an adorable white bunny named Snowball is building an 
army of abandoned pets determined to take revenge on all 
happy-owned pets and their owners.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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AnComunnGàidhealeach
CRUACHAN BRANCH
LAST  SUMMER 

CEILIDH
Thursday 18th August

7.30 p.m.
Taynuilt Village Hall

Admission £4, 
Members £3,  

Children (5-16 yrs) £2

Summer Craft Fair 
The Corran Halls, Oban 
Saturday 20th August 

11am - 3pm
Locally Handmade Crafts 

Creative workshops
Childrens Crafts & 

Facepainting
Refreshments & 

Homebaking
FREE ENTRY

North Connel & 
District Horticultural 

Show 2016
Victory Hall, Benderloch

Saturday, 27 August 
Show Opens 2.00pm

Admission - Adults £2.50, 
Children £1

Prizes, Raffle, Sale of 
Produce from 3pm

Oban & Lorn Horticultural Society 

Annual Flower Show
Saturday 20th August
Glencruitten Road Church Hall

Doors open 12 noon
Floral/veg/children’s & photography sections
Entry by donation includes tea/coffee/biscuits

Produce sale at 3.00pm – proceeds to local charities
Open to everyone

59th Annual
Appin Agricultural Show
Saturday 20th August 2016

Tynribbie, Appin 
Judging Starts 10am 

Sheep, Cattle, Highland Cattle, Dog show, Clydesdale 
Horse Display, Childrens’ Games / Races, Handcrafts, 

Floral Art, Flowers and Veg, Highland Dancing, 
Vintage Engines and Lots More

Entry: Adults £ 5.00, Children & Conc £3
Free Parking

5 x 5 session passes 
to give away 
Fridays (starts 26th August)
1pm-1.45pm 1-3 years
2pm- 2.45pm* 3-5 years

Session passes 
for our new 

Mini Movers classes

WIN

Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the 
closing date.  The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  The Editor’s decision is final. 
Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a 
Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company 
employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, 
contact details and email address, along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date 
for entries is midnight, Tuesday August 25, 2016. Send your entries into Atlantis Competition, Wyvex Media, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB.

Answer ..........................................................................................................

Name .............................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

Telephone .....................................................................................................

Email .............................................................................................................

 Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive information, including 
special offers, from the Atlantis Leisure

5 x 5 session passes 

Fridays (starts 26th August)

Mini Movers classes

Mini Movers is confi dence 
building class for Pre-School 
kids. Lots of fun, 
while improving motor skills 
and fl exibility. 
For your chance to win Mini 
Movers passes just answer 
this easy question:

Q. How many places are 
being given away?

The premature passing of friends, family 
and those close to us is a difficult but sadly 
common aspect of life and touches all of 
us at some stage. 

In recent weeks singer Maggie MacDon-
ald and Piper Donald Campbell passed 
away and two years ago last week, Oban’s 
star Highland Dancer Eilidh MacInnes 
died aged just 44.  Many wonderful 
tributes and obituaries have been written 
about all of them, but the following are 
just three anecdotes that are part of the 
richness of memory and show the calibre 
of their respective characters.  It was a 
great privilege to have known them and 
all have left us before their time.  The 
accompanying song lyrics are on a similar 
theme. 

Paying tribute to departed friends

Before My Time
I must be gone and sail away and pass like morning mist
A fond farewell beneath the grey this is my parting kiss
I have no wish to lay the blame – the world has fickle ways.
The time it never stays the same, I’m thankful for our days.

Chorus
You’ll maybe just remember as the days of Autumn come
When the High tides of September reflect the evening sun
And the weeping of the Ocean, resounding from the bay
Carries waves of past emotion from before I was away

Life and love it doesn’t last and travel through we go
Parts of us become the past, the rivers always flow;
The landscape where we live and die, forever will endure.
We are but strangers passing by. Shadows on the moor

I’m ready for the unknown way, whatever may prevail
My mark is made, I’ve had my stay, my ship can lift the sail
My being will forever yearn to wait a longer while
But I’ll be waving from the stern, and leaving with a smile

A sea to cross, a thousand miles, a realm I do not know
On every wave I’ll feel your smile, as winds of hope they blow
And if I gain the promised place, and reach the pearled pier
I beg that by almighty grace, you’ll one day join me here 

But if eternal journeys mean we never meet again
Be glad for golden time there’s been, we had our heaven then.
And when you want to feel my soul, my voice will still be strong
Just listen to the ocean roll and hear me in my song.

Maggie MacDonald 17/11/52 – 26/07/16
After last year’s Tiree Music Festival I was dropping friends down at the 
ferry. Nick and Jane Ferguson while fit, are no spring chickens and they 
had a fair amount of baggage, so I was keen to find someone I knew with a 
vehicle going aboard that would take their bags – and perhaps themselves.  I 
spotted Maggie and her husband John “Hearach” in a large camper van and 
I remember thinking at the time how absolutely perfect a match for both 
the practicalities and personalities.  Nick was then the chairman of Sky UK 
Ltd and he and his wife are full of fun, interest, intellect and good 
humour – just like John and Maggie. Introducing two sets of 
friends in an unplanned situation like this is highly enjoyable 
when you know that they will instantly click.   They did, and 
as I walked away I could hear the conversation and hilarity 
beginning!  A few days later Nick emailed to say what an 
amazing couple John and Maggie were.  And he was right.

Eilidh MacInnes 18/05/70 – 09/08/14
Since we opened the Skipinnish Ceilidh House in Oban, Eilidh had 
danced with us and provided dancers from The Eilidh MacInnes 
School of Dance.  She was always totally professional, totally or-
ganised and always performed beautifully.  She was absolutely pas-
sionate about dancing and this clearly passed on to her pupils who 
always reflected her example in performance and professionalism.  
At the end of July 2014 Eilidh phoned me to check future dates and 
to give details of who would be performing right up until the end of 
the season.  This was unusually far in advance even for Eilidh but all 
she said was she might not be contactable sometimes.  Less than a 
fortnight later she had passed away.  It is a mark of the commitment 
to her pupils and her profession and of her conscientiousness as a 
person that even in the circumstances, she made sure that everything 
was in place for her work to carry on beyond her own lifetime.  

Donald Campbell 03/05/54 – 09/08/16
In 1997 I had an entry audition for the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and as part of 
this I had to play a set of tunes on the bagpipes.  I had not been piping long and was inexperienced 
with the set-up and tuning of the bagpipe.  Accordingly, the night before the big day, my best friend 
Edward Campbell took me to see his cousin Donald in Glasgow to help prepare both myself and 
the pipes.  When I struck up the pipes, Donald with great style gave a long sentence of unprintable 
expletives to describe the sound.   After trying various remedies, he decided that my reed and chanter 
were not good enough to use the next day.  Only pipers will understand the magnitude of generosity 
shown next. Donald took the chanter and reed out of his own pipes and then spent the evening 
matching them with my drones.   The sound of the pipes and my playing was infinitely improved and 
the following day I passed the audition – thank you Donald. Turn to page 8 for tribute.

 friends
Maggie MacDonald 17/11/52 – 26/07/16
After last year’s Tiree Music Festival I was dropping friends down at the 
ferry. Nick and Jane Ferguson while fit, are no spring chickens and they 
had a fair amount of baggage, so I was keen to find someone I knew with a 
vehicle going aboard that would take their bags – and perhaps themselves.  I 
spotted Maggie and her husband John “Hearach” in a large camper van and 
I remember thinking at the time how absolutely perfect a match for both 
the practicalities and personalities.  Nick was then the chairman of Sky UK 
Ltd and he and his wife are full of fun, interest, intellect and good 
humour – just like John and Maggie. Introducing two sets of 
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when you know that they will instantly click.   They did, and 
as I walked away I could hear the conversation and hilarity 
beginning!  A few days later Nick emailed to say what an 
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Kinlochleven Prisoner of War 
Commemoration Group

Kinlochleven High School and Leven Centre Campus
Saturday 13th August. Starting 12noon prompt

Three Wee Crows Theatre Group performing Burning Heather, 
Broken Sons, followed by unveiling of commissioned 
paintings, scale model of camp, exhibition of photos 
& archives, local plays by village children, children’s 

entertainment, food & refreshments.
Admission free, all welcome.
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In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Fishing boats, boats for � shing:
quotas, marine protection and life
IN THE early years of the 21st century 
some of Scotland’s fishermen were 
encouraged to decommission their 
boats. This was an exercise to protect 
fish stocks by limiting the number and 
capacity of vessels in commercial fishing 
operations. It seemed like a drastic 
measure at the time: the European 
Union insisted on perfectly serviceable 
boats being broken up, rather than sent 
to other parts of the world or used for 
purposes other than fishing. Owners 
were compensated, and skippers and 
crews moved to work on larger boats, 
found work ashore or retired.

The majority – more than 60 per cent – 
of the UK’s total catch is landed at Scot-
tish ports, many of them in remote rural 
or island locations and often fishing has 
been the mainstay of employment. Un-
certainty, legislation, bureaucracy and 
restriction in one form or another have 
beleaguered the industry in recent years 
and the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
has had particularly harsh consequences 
for the Scottish cod, haddock and whit-
ing fisheries in Scotland. All countries 
in the European Union with fisheries 
have exclusive rights out to a six-mile 
limit and a 12-mile limit for some parts 
of the coastline effectively blocking 
foreign vessels from fishing in inshore 
waters, but not out to the 200-mile limit 
of territorial waters which can be fished 
by boats from other states.

The CFP may have been unpopular, 
but research by the Marine Conserva-
tion Society and the University of York 

in 2010 indicated that the decline in fish 
stocks in UK waters occurred before the 
policy was introduced, and that many 
fish stocks have grown since 2002. Even 
cod is recovering and could become a 
sustainable fishery within a year. The 
practice of discarding unwanted catches 
is being phased out and national and 
species quotas adjusted to achieve sus-
tainability of all stocks by 2020. 

Fishing quotas for individual boats are 
not determined by the EU. The total 
catch limits are decided by the European 
Council of Fisheries Ministers, but each 
member state is responsible for making 
allocations across the fishing fleet.

The prospect of the UK leaving the 
EU presents the fishing industry with 
further uncertainty. 

There is no guarantee that the UK will 
have control over fish stocks because 
most commercial species move around a 
great deal, including in and out of a close 
cluster of Exclusive Economic Zones. 
Scotland and the rest of the United 
Kingdom will still have to share catches 
with foreign vessels or face prohibition 
on fishing in the waters of remaining 
member states. 

Today, one fifth of the fish caught by 
UK boats is landed in other parts of the 
EU, including the Republic of Ireland. 
Four-fifths of the combined UK catch is 
exported to countries in the European 
Union.

At the beginning of the 20th century, 
2.5 million barrels of herring a year were 
exported to the continent, much of the 

catch coming from the drifters 
and ring-netters operating in 
Loch Fyne. Today there is almost 
no domestic market for herring 
but the popularity of mackerel on 
the continent tempted some fisher-
men to under-report landings. 

This led to prosecution by the 
Scottish Fisheries Protection 
Agency, now Marine Scotland, and 
quota reductions were imposed in 
recompense.

The number of boats fishing for cod 
and haddock has halved in the last 20 
years, and much of the Scottish fleet is 
now engaged in fishing for nephrops, 
better known as langoustine or scampi; 
lobster and various species of crab. 

Significant landings are made by 
smaller boats fishing in the waters off 
the West Coast. 

Some traditional grounds are affected 
by Marine Protected Area (MPA) 
designation which imposes restrictions 
on certain types of commercial fishing 
activity depending on the habitats and 
species under protection. 

The recent closure of two of Scotland’s 
large fish processing plants is under-
stood to be an industry response to 
falls in whitefish stocks and difficulties 
in recruiting and retaining processing 
workers in sparsely populated, isolated 
communities.

These challenges, combined with an 
ever-decreasing number of people em-
ployed in the industry inevitably have an 
impact on the availability and the price 

of fish so consumers face 
uncertainty too. 

The sustainability of 
stocks and the outcome of 
renegotiating territorial 
rights have never been more 
important for the future of 
Scotland’s fishing industry 
and the  many communities that 
depend upon it.

Enquiries@arisaighotel.co.uk

01687 450210
www.opentable.co.uk/baywater-restaurant

Baywater Restaurant
at The Arisaig Hotel

Main Road, Arisaig, Highland PH39 4NH

RELAUNCHED last year, The Arisaig 
Hotel’s restaurant Baywater, now has a new 
lease of life.
Owner Josh Kingswood bought the hotel in 
2013 and with a new chef and a fresh menu 
the hotel has been fully restored.
New chef Robert Birrell, who started in 
March this year, has created a versatile 
menu whether you want tea or coffee with 
a home-baked biscuit, scones or cakes, a 
snack, a hearty lunch, or a relaxed evening 
meal.
Bringing some great new seasonal dishes 
to the restaurant, chef Robert uses locally 
sourced produce as well as baking his own 
bread, oatcakes, biscuits and cakes.
Changes are made to the menu every few 
days based on the best ingredients available 
at the time.
The most popular dish on the menu is sole 
stuffed with a langoustine and salmon 

mousse, which gets rave reviews from all 
the customers.
Also on the menu at the moment is foie gras 
and ham hock terrine.
Evening meals can be enjoyed in the 
Baywater restaurant from 6.30 - 8.30pm, 
everyday apart from Tuesdays.
You can also enjoy a meal in The Crofters 
Bar which is open everyday from 11:30am 
till late.
One of only a few pubs in Arisaig, The 
Crofters Bar offers a variety of dishes, from 
fresh scallops, to the very popular, half 
lobster supper.
In the bar every Friday night is live tradi-
tional music sessions from local bands.
The Arisaig Hotel will also be taking part in 
the upcoming Mallaig food festival, where 
chef Robert will be doing a demonstration 
during the day, showing people how he hot 
smokes his own salmon.

Baywater Restaurant
Summerdining Lochaber

To advertise in the 
Lochaber Summer 

Dining Guide please 
call 01397 707692

Grandfather 
one of � rst to di
A CENTURY ago the Battle of the Somme was 
raging in northern France, and this week we look 
at how another Argyll family was hit by one of the 
bloodiest struggles of the First World War.

The British forces’ aim was to relieve their French 
allies at Verdun and weaken the opposing German 
army, but they were unable to break through enemy 
lines. It led to a brutal five-month battle of attrition 
on a 15-mile front, which left one million dead and 
wounded on all sides.

The 141 days of horror had begun on July 1, 1916, 
when 100,000 British soldiers were sent over the top 
to attack the German trenches. But the day was a 
disaster: the Germans had weathered seven days of 
artillery fire, and mowed down British troops with 
machine-gun and rifle fire. It was the bloodiest day 
in the British army’s history.

One of the 19,240 British soldiers to die on the 
Somme’s first day was Francis Howard Lindsay, 
grandfather of Colin Lindsay-MacDougall, current 
Laird of Lunga Estate near Craobh Haven.

Born on March 9, 1876, Francis was a Cambridge 
graduate and examiner with the Scottish Education 
Department. Unlike many in his family, he was not 
attracted to a military career, but when the call-up 
came, he served as a captain, then a major, in the 
14th Battalion London Scottish Regiment.

Few details are known about how the 30-year-old 
died at the Somme, and nor is there a known grave 
to visit, but he is commemorated beside many board 
colleagues on the Thiepval Memorial, and at a me-
morial at St Andrews House in Edinburgh. Francis 
was not the only casualty in his family, which, like 
many others, was devastated by the First and the 
Second World Wars.

In 1910, Francis Lindsay had married Helen Mac-
Dougall, whose father, Lt Col Stewart MacDougall 
of Lunga, and only brother, Major Iain MacDou-
gall, an adjutant in the Grenadier Guards, also fell 
in action early in the First World War. 

Francis's brother, James Lindsay, survived the 
Somme, and the Great War, after being wounded 
in 1917. However, his two sons, Michael and Harold 
('Harry'), perished in the Second World War – Mi-
chael aboard the Royal Navy battlecruiser HMS 
Hood, sunk in 1941, and Harry in 1944, fighting up 
through Italy into Germany. Francis's other brother, 
Michael, had been killed in the Boer War in 1900.

Francis Lindsay and Helen MacDougall's son, 
John, took on the surname Lindsay-MacDougall, 
inherited Lunga and married Sheila Sprot, who 
gave birth to their two children, Colin and Cecilia 
Anne. Sheila's father James, and uncle Ivan, had 
died fighting in Belgium in 1914. 

John Lindsay-MacDougall of Lunga became a 
major in the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
during the Second World War, and luckily avoided 
capture in Singapore and Dunkirk, then fought 
through North Africa onto Sicily, but died from his 
wounds in a German prisoner of war camp in 1943.

'The impact was universal in Scotland,' reflected 
John’s son, Colin. 'There was not much landowners 
could do but go fight in the army. Large amounts of 
the estate went with them, and they died in just the 
same numbers.

'The women, after the war, talked of all the men as 
tragic heroes, without bringing them to life. I don't 
think they knew how to handle it, because it was on 
such a scale. Both families felt so guilty for leading 
so many from the estate and wiping out a whole 
generation.

'My father, I knew almost nothing about until 
someone told me. He was known as "the camel" 
because he had a funny running movement, and as 
"lean and frugal Lindsay-MacDougall". It's a shame 
we don't have more stories about Francis Lindsay. 
He was reluctant to be involved in the militarism 
of the rest of his family, but that's what happens in 
war. It does teach us what an inflammable world we 
live in.’

Colin, speaking to The Oban Times on his 77th 
birthday, added: 'Stewart MacDougall was killed 
virtually on his 65th birthday. My ambition was to 
live beyond 65 – and I've made it.'

Colin Lindsay-MacDougall and a portrait of his 
grandfather Francis Howard Lindsay.
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Summer
dining

If you would like to advertise in the Summer Dining section, please call our sales team on 01631 568000

DDIVINE
FOOD &
DRINK

Enjoy superb food & drink 
against the stunning backdrop 
of Loch Craignish in one of 
Argyll’s best kept secrets -  
The Galley of Lorne Inn

T: 01852 500 284 l www.galleyoflorne.co.uk

Ardfern,
by Oban

PA31 8QN

follow us online:

Argyll & the islands

Don’t miss the most spectacular, Highland Games in the WORLD!

2016

fantastic family fun
Dunoon, Saturday 27th August 2016

 www.cowalgathering.com

Cowal Highland Gathering

Powerful lesson at POW show

With around 23,000 people visiting 
each year, Cowal Highland Gath-
ering is getting ready to welcome 
the world back to Dunoon between 
25-27 August.

Renowned for its unique atmos-
phere, world-class competitions, 
magnificent Highland setting and 
spine tingling Salute to the Chief-
tain, Cowal Highland Gathering is 
a great family day out.

Showcasing Scotland’s finest tra-
ditions and sports, including pipe 
band competitions where bands 
strive to win the oldest pipe band 
trophy – the prestigious Argyll 
Shield, visitors will also find fiercely 
contested heavy athletics.  This 
year teams from Scotland, Iceland 
and Germany will do battle to see 
which nation has what it takes to lift 
the Cowal Heavy Athletics title. 

Cowal Highland Gathering is 
also home to the World Highland 
Dancing Championships, and this 
year organisers are preparing to 
welcome an incredible 684 dancers, 
the highest number of entrants ever 
recorded to Dunoon.  Many of 
these dancers will travel thousands 
of miles to take part, with compet-

itors arriving from as far afield as 
the USA, Canada, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand.

Once again organisers are 
building on the range of family 
entertainment on offer.  The great 
news is that the thousands of peo-
ple expected to flock to Dunoon 
stadium on Gathering Saturday (27 
August) can do it all.  They’ll be 
able to sample everything without 
missing out on anything!

Despite the range of attractions 
being bigger and better than ever 
before, visitors will have ample 
opportunity to schedule their day 
so as to take in everything there is 
to see.

The success of last year’s Gath-
ering, which introduced a fantastic 
array of additional entertainment 
to complement the more traditional 
highland elements, has ensured 
the event will once again offer 
something for everyone, whatever 
their age.   With an emphasis on 
family fun, the attractions on offer 
will entertain the young and young 
at heart!  New for this year, Ferret 
World mixes fun and education 
before the ferrets go head to head 

in a race!  And, following its success 
last year the Favours and Flavours 
tent is back to showcase the best of 
Scotland’s food, drink and crafts. 
The Xtreme Stunt Team will be 
on hand to wow the audience 
with two wheeled tricks, back by 
popular demand Artie will have 
younger visitors singing along with 
his Tartan Tales, Glasgow Science 
Centre’s presents Disgusting Diges-
tion, and if that wasn’t enough the 
Cowal Kid’s Entertainment Tent 
makes a return with magic shows, 
puppet shows, face painting and 
much more! 

Of course the traditional events 
remain the foundation with a 
wealth of attractions to choose 
from – from highland dancing and 
piping to heavy athletics, wrestling 
and top ceilidh music.

This year’s Cowal Highland 
Gathering runs from Thursday 
August 25 – Saturday August 27.

For information or to book 
tickets, please visit the Gathering’s 
website at www.cowalgathering.
com or contact the event office by 
emailing info@cowalgathering.
com or phoning 01369 703206.

This year marks 100 years since 
the River Leven Prisoner of War 
(PoW) Camp and the Caolasn-
acon Conscientious Objector 
Camp opened near Kinlochleven, 
writes Katie Carabine.

A group of five people came 
together to form a commemo-
ration group to hold an event to 
mark this centenary on Saturday 
(August 13).

The centenary event began with 
a performance of a moving First 
World War-themed play, Home 
Fires, Broken Sons by Argyll 
Theatre Company, Three Wee 
Crows.

There was also an exhibition 
of photographs and information 
about the two camps and scale 
models of the Nissan Huts.

Two paintings were unveiled 
that were painted by Historic 
Scotland Artist Iona Leishman. 
These were specifically commis-
sioned for Kinlochleven and this 
event, and were part-funded by 
the Rotary Club of Lochaber.

Rotary Club President Paula 
Ross said: 'We are a pan-Lochaber 
club and we welcome requests for 
assistance for community events 
in all parts of Lochaber. We have 
supported many good causes in 
Kinlochleven including the local 
boxing club and we have regular 
interaction with the high school 
in terms of our youth activities 
programme. 

'We had no hesitation in agree-
ing to support this important 
event and look forward to a great 

community day. Events like this 
align strongly with Rotary’s aim 
of promoting worldwide peace.  
The club was particularly im-
pressed by the intention that the 
artwork by Iona will act as a mark 
of ‘remembrance of the compas-
sion, kindness and generosity of 
the villagers of Kinlochleven’ and 
we were very happy to support 
this aspect of the event.'

Some Kinlochleven High School 
pupils had a display of studies of 
the camps and food-tasting based 
on recipes made from war-ra-
tioned food.

Iain McNicoll, treasurer of the 
commemoration group said: ‘It 
was a fantastically successful day, 
it far exceeded our expectations. 
There were more than 300 people 
there.

‘The play by the Three Wee 
Crows was fantastic, we were 
quite amazed because the theatre 
in Kinlochleven has 126 seats and 
they were all filled and people 
were standing, with another 50 or 
so outside. 

‘The Three Wee Crows said they 
have never played to such a large 
audience in the whole time they 
have been performing together.

‘The three teens who put on a 
play as well, highlighted well the 
fact that the prisoners in the POW 
camp were treated much better 
than those in the Conscientious 
Objectors. Again, for this play 
there was standing room only.’

‘Visitors snapped up the book-
lets we produced for the event, 

and also ordered prints of the 
commissioned paintings. It’s 
been a lot of hard work over the 
last 18 months but the whole day 
was incredibly successful and the 
feedback we’ve received has been 
highly positive.’

Mike Fairman, the group’s 
chairman said: ‘This is a brilliant 
event to be involved in. The 
camps form an important part 
of South Lochaber’s history and 
people are very passionate about 
the subject. We have had interest 
from all over the country via our 
Facebook page, as well as some 
brilliant information for those 
living more locally.’

Avril Watt, local historian and 
prominent group member said: ‘I 
became interested in the German 
Prisoner of War camps many 
years ago as I was fascinated in 
how the German prisoners were 
accepted into the community as 
sons of German parents who had 
been conscripted into the war just 
like our own sons, fathers, uncles 
and cousins were.  The German 
prisoners were looked after as 
our own.  Many British prisoners 
of war were not as lucky and suf-
fered terrible conditions.  I think 
this fact is an important one to 
remember, as well as projects that 
the prisoners completed while 
here.’

The exhibition will continue 
running for the next couple of 
months in the Leven Centre.

All pics by Iain Ferguson, The 
Write Image.

Model maker Roger Evans from Port Appin spent almost a year 
carefully constructing a scale models of the POW Camp and an 

individual barrack hut which were on display at the exhibition to 
mark the 100th anniversary of POW’s arriving in the village.  Visitors discuss the plans and detail of the POW camp model.
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Unique Business Opportunity 
available for sale leasehold 
contact: Black & King, 
Chartered Surveyors
Tel: 01631 562637
www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

STONEFIELD FARM HOLIDAYS
An Tairbeart Centre, Tarbert, Argyll

Wigwam™ ‘glamping’ cabins with on-site 
facilities situated in beautiful Mid-Argyll

Booking Enquiries: stay@stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.uk

Runach Arainn
Glamping Yurts - Isle of Arran

www.runacharainn.com

WITH fully equipped, 
insulated yurts, log 
burning stoves,  private 
bathrooms,  and a fire 
pit for cooking outside, 
there is lots of fun to be 
had glamping on the Isle 
of Arran. 

Runach Arainn (secret 
Arran in Gaelic) is a small 
family-run three yurt 
eco-friendly glamping 
site on the south of Arran. 
The quiet rural location 

offers the opportunity 
for a romantic retreat or 
a family activity packed 
holiday. The three yurts 
are set around an orchard 
filled with wildflowers. 
You can walk from 
there to the beach, up 
into forest walks or 
to the Lagg Hotel for 
refreshments!

For more details on 
glamping on Arran go to 
www.runacharainn.com

WITH fully equipped, WITH fully equipped, WITH offers the opportunity 

Glamping on Arran

IF THE idea of camping calls to 
mind images of a mouldy tent, 
a leaky air mattress and muddy 
clothes, then you haven’t been in-
troduced to the joys of glamping. 

Glamping – or luxury camping 
– is seeing strong growth in the 
UK as some holidaymakers stick 
closer to home for their vaca-
tions. Glamping fascinates more 
and more people who would 
otherwise not be interested in 
camping holidays. It has become 
especially popular with families 
and the over-65s, but more and 
more, couples, and even solos, 
are discovering how fabulous a 
camping trip can really be. 

Maybe you are a holidaymaker 
who loves nature, but does not 
want to buy your own camping 
equipment. Today’s glamping 
accommodations range from lux-
ury bungalows, lodge tents and 
original sleeping quarters such as 
tree houses, yurts, circus wagons, 
barrel cabins and tipis. These 
luxurious forms of accommoda-
tion are no less well-appointed 
than hotels.

Whirlpools, double beds, cook-

ing areas and one’s own bathroom 
are just some of the features that 
make glamping relaxing for new-
comers to camping, or those just 
looking for a better way. 

So why is glamping often a 
better option for a holiday than 
regular camping, or even a break 
at a hotel? There are several 
reasons. First, it’s all about na-
ture. Glamping sites on the West 
Coast are located in some of the 
most breath taking landscapes in 
the world. Almost nothing stands 
between you and a mountain 
view, seaside or verdant glen. 
Scientific studies have shown 
time after time that experiencing 
nature yields measurable mental 
benefits and may reduce the risk 
of depression. And children ben-
efit from nature in so many ways, 
from enhanced cognitive abilities 
to improved self-discipline.

Glamping is a sustainable way 
to enjoy a holiday, as they are 
often eco-friendly. Good for you, 
good for the planet – it’s a no 
brainer.

Glamping is also great for truly 
getting away from your workaday 

routine. Imagine a week without 
making busy schedules, constant-
ly checking emails and returning 
phone calls and text messages 
– just you and your loved ones 
relaxing in a beautiful setting.

Listen to the birds chirping, 
feel the wind blow through your 
hair and get back to what is really 
important. You can tell stories 
around a campfire as you toast 
marshmallows, spot wildlife and 
take long walks together, simply 
enjoying each other’s company.

Compare that to a city break, 
with a long list of tourist attrac-
tions to hit, dinner reservations 
to make and crowds to fight. 
After a glamping holiday, you 
won’t have that feeling of needing 
a holiday from your holiday. 

A glamping trip can recharge 
your soul, soothe your spirit 
and give you precious memories 
that will last a lifetime. So if you 
love nature but hate the idea of 
roughing it, why not give it a try 
and join the thousands of British 
holidaymakers who have discov-
ered the future of camping…
glamping. 

Glamping: Camping with added glamour

GLAMPING
In Scotland 2016

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Bell Ingram, Boswell House, 
Argyll Square, PA34 4BD
01631 566122    oban@bellingram.co.uk

4 George Street, Oban
Individual serviced offi ce 
with excellent facilities
Prominent, central location
Competitive, all-inclusive 
rent and fl exible lease
EPC Rating G

£400.00 per calendar month 
£4,800 per annum

Offi  ce To Let 

Albany Chambers, Albany Street, Oban 

First fl oor offi  ce suite to let, consisti ng 
of 3 offi  ce areas totalling 384sq ft  

(36 sq m). 
Additi onal storage space in loft .

Contact: Jack Tollan on 01631 710401 
or email j.tollan@hotmail.co.uk

Fairview
1 Uachdar

Isle of Benbecula, 
Western Isles,  HS7 5LY

O� ers over 
£110,000

* Detached traditional extended croft house
* Lounge, sun room/study further sitting room/

bedroom, Kitchen/diner, Utility room, Shower room
* Four double bedrooms on upper fl oor, family bathroom
* Grounds extending to 0.3 acre or thereby
* EPC Rating F 26

uist@andersonbanks.co.uk or by fax 01870 602878

THE OLD POWER HOUSE, ISLE OF MULL 
Offers in the region of £245,000 EPC-D56
A well located detached house some 5 miles from Tobermory, 
currently split to provide a self-contained holiday let and owner’s 
accommodation.

bellingram.co.uk

DUISDALE, LOCHGILPHEAD 
Offers over £290,000  EPC-E47
Attractive four bedroomed period house set in an generous grounds 
within Lochgilphead, approximately 1.3 acres.

Properties for sale and let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Lowest ever UK interest rates good 
and bad for the housing market

So it has hap-
pened. Interest 

rates in the UK have 
been reduced to just 0.25%, the 
lowest ever, and some experts, 
economic and � nancial, think 
they could come down even 
more to 0.2% or 0.1% if there are 
further signs that Brexit is dam-
aging the economy even more 
than it has. 

The big question is whether or 
not this is good for the housing 
market. It certainly should be, 
with some home owners on 
trackers already seeing the lower 
rate being passed on by their 
lender and the expectation that 
those on � xed rates can choose 
from even better deals when 
they come to remortgage.

This all points to good news for 
� rst time buyers, or does it? Low-
er interest rates and prices falling 
are certainly good news for � rst 
time buyers. But those � rst time 
buyers, regarded as the lifeblood 
of the housing ladder, need to 
save for a deposit. Lower interest 

rates will hit savers, including 
those saving for a deposit to buy 
a house. Borrowers also remain 
subject to the rigorous a� orda-
bility checks introduced in the 
Mortgage Market Review (MMR), 
which prevent lenders from ad-
vancing signi� cantly more loans 
to � rst time buyers. 

So the winners will be remort-
gagers and those on tracker 
rates, but those most in need, the 
� rst time buyers, will continue 
to � nd conditions challenging 
from a � nancial perspective. As 
a result, landlords are looking at 
expanding their portfolios with 
increasing demand in the rented 
sector, higher rents and better 
returns investing in property 
than keeping savings in the bank. 

As a result of all these recent 
changes, we have seen an increase 
in enquiries from people looking 
to invest in rental property. If you 
are looking for advice, I would 
be delighted to chat with you. 
Please feel free to call me on 
01631 569466.

Dalmally

OIRO £235,000

• Spacious detached bungalow
• 6 Bed / 4 Bath
• Stunning Mountain Views
• Excellent B&B potential
• £45k below Home Report 

Valuation
• EPC Rating - C70

Ashcroft, Dalmally Built in 2002 this deceptively spacious 1 storey 
bungalow occupies an elevated position with stunning panoramic 
mountain views. In addition to six spacious bedrooms, 2 en-suite 
shower rooms (including en-suite from master bedroom upstairs), 
two family bathrooms, this property off ers generous reception 
rooms and kitchen diner.

Pulpit Road, Oban

OIRO £170,000

• Two Storey End Terrace
• 3 Bed / 1 Bathroom
• Located in Popular 

Residential Area
• Excellent Condition
• Ideal Family Home
• EPC - D58

54 Pulpit Road - This two storey end terrace located 
in the popular Pulpit Hill area of Oban boasts 
spacious rooms and the practical layout make this an 
ideal family home. The ground � oor accommodation 
comprises a large lounge leading to the dining room 
and then kitchen at the rear of the house.

Drimvargie Terrace, Oban

OIRO £79,000

•     Top Floor Flat
•     One Bedroom / One Bathroom
•     Central location
•     Excellent rental investment
•     EPC Rating - D 60

1E Drimvargie Terrace A bright top fl oor one bedroom fl at within 
a short walk of Oban’s busy town centre. The accommodation 
comprises a long hall leading to a double bedroom with plentiful 
built in storage, well-appointed bathroom and open plan lounge 
and galley kitchen. This property makes an excellent fi rst time buyer 
home or rental investment, previously achieving rents of £475 PCM.

SOLD WITHIN 3 WEEKS (STCM)

Duncraggan Road, Oban

OIEO £340,000

• Detached Victorian Villa
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Elevated situation above Oban Bay
• Large decking with views across 

Oban Bay
• Extensively renovated throughout
• EPC Rating - D

The Knoll - A beautiful detached Victorian villa with stunning views 
across Oban Bay. The property retains many of its original features 
and has been renovated to a high standard by the current owner. On 
the ground fl oor, the generous reception rooms to the front are bright 
spaces, bathed in natural light owing to the large sash windows and 
high ceilings.

33 Combie Lane, Oban

OIRO £59,000
33 Combie Street- A compact 1 bedroom top � oor 
� at close to Oban town centre. This � at comprises a 
lounge, small bedroom, kitchen and shower room. 
The property is decorated in neutral colours and 
bene� ts from double glazing throughout.

• Top Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 

Shower Room
• Central location
• Excellent rental investment
• EPC Rating - F (33)

Polfearn House, Taynuilt

OIRO £75,000
A well proportioned one bedroom fl at which enjoys views of Loch 
Etive. The fl at is accessed via a communal carpeted stairwell and 
comprises hall, lounge, kitchen, bedroom and bathroom. The 
lounge and kitchen boast large windows where you can enjoy 
views over fi elds to Loch Etive and the hills beyond.

• First Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 

1 Bathroom
• Lovely views
• Rural, quiet location
• EPC Rating - C (68)

FOR SALE OR TO LET

Strongarbh Park, Tobermory

OIRO £250,000
4 Strongarbh - A 3 / 4 bedroom one and a half storey detached house 
occupying an elevated situation within a quiet residential area in 
upper Tobermory enjoying views over the town and towards the 
Sound of Mull. This well presented property off ers spacious rooms 
in a practical layout.

• Detached House
• 3 / 4 Bedrooms
• Elevated situation
• Views over Tobermory & 

Sound of Mull
• Holiday Rental Potential
• EPC Rating - D67

Glenfuran, Tobermory

OIRO £230,000
Glenfuran sits in a secluded hamlet of only 4 
properties on the outskirts of Tobermory. Built 
in 2001 the property comprises large lounge, 
open plan kitchen diner, utility room, spacious 
hallway, family bathroom, three well-proportioned 
bedrooms with one en-suite shower room.

• Detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Close to golf course
• Excellent rental potential
• Large garden
• Rural location close to town
• EPC Rating - C (72)

REDUCED PRICE

Ascot Precast Concrete Shed
6.6m high, 

20m long x 10m wide
Drymen - can be transported 

at an extra cost
£7,000

Call Tony
07724434455

Today's housing market means many more 
people are deciding to jointly buy property and 
share mortgage repayments. This allows people 
to pool their � nancial resources, but can also 
lead to problems if the relationship ends for any 
reason.

Here are some options for people looking to 
buy a house together:

Essentially you are entering into a business 
relationship and so should have a contract 
drawn up which protects both of your interests. 
There are two common types of joint ownership 
that you should consider – 'bene� cial joint 
tenants' and 'tenants in common'.

Bene� cial joint tenants have no pre-de� ned 
shares in the property and in the event of the 
death of one of the partners the house will pass 
automatically to the co-owner irrespective of 
their will.

Tenants in common each own a pre-de� ned 
share of the property and when it is sold the 
net proceeds are split accordingly. Your share 
of the property can also be bequeathed in your 
will according to your wishes. The obligation of 
each partner is detailed in a 'deed of trust' which 
records details such as ownership, contributions 
and � nancial obligations. A deed of trust can 
also include whether a participant can enforce 
an 'order of sale', forcing the property to be sold 
against the wishes of other partners.

Ultimately, both of you are liable to the bank for 
the debt and if one person leaves or cannot pay 
their share, the other must bear full responsibility. 
Clearly de� ning your � nancial obligation and 
commitments from the beginning will cut down 
on stress and uncertainty and allow you and 
your partner the peace of mind to enjoy your 
new home.

Article: National Association of Estate Agents

Buying property with a partner

Two bedroom 
unfurnished fl at 

to let Oban 
Fully fi tted kitchen, 
off street parking, 

garden, Landlord reg 
no: 472887/130/04071.

£550 pcm.
Telephone 

07747844935
The Tin Church is a truly unique conversion of a corrugated tin tabernacle church to 
provide a stylish family home with an art deco styling. 
The sympathetic and stylish conversion has created unique and characterful living 
spaces, including a galleried dining room, vintage ‘English Rose’ kitchen, and stylish 
art deco bathroom. The accommodation is bright and spacious throughout with large 
windows overlooking the surrounding countryside, and would lend itself to use as a 
family home or bed and breakfast.
There are 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms in the house with a one bedroomed annex 
currently let for self catering.
The main house accommodation comprises kitchen, living room and galleried dining 
room on the ground fl oor. On the fi rst fl oor are three bedrooms (one of which has an en 
suite shower room), a stylish family bathroom, and galleried seating area. The holiday 
let comprises a single living space and kitchen, bathroom and double bedroom with 
separate access. EPC Rating C72.

The Tin Church, Balvicar Offers over £290,000

bellingram.co.uk
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‘WILL somebody with a tractor please report 
to the secretary’s portacabin: we have a stuck 
ice-cream van.’

So began the 170th annual Islay, Jura and 
Colonsay Agricultural Show, on a rainy 
Thursday last week, on clatchy fields by Islay 
House, Bridgend. ‘There are umbrellas for 
sale,’ the tannoy continued, ‘or, as we call 
them on Islay: modes of transport.’

But thousands turned up undaunted in 
well-worn waterproofs, sheltering only in the 
heaviest downpours in tents and horseboxes.

‘It’s nice to see the show so busy,’ reflected 
cattle exhibitor Stewart Young of Craigens 
Farm, Gruinart. ‘We thought it was going to 
be dead. But spirits are high.’

‘We’re having a surprisingly good day,’ 
agreed association secretary Roberta Mac-
Neill: ‘We’ve just had one or two disasters 
with tents, with the wind last night. But we’ve 
had a good turnout.’

Port Ellen crofter reigns 
supreme at Islay Show

Neil MacDonald of Bunnahabhain won overall beef 
champion and reserve champion of champions, 

with Jack MacDonald, 13.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Hazel Mackay of Gruinart picked up the A&P McEachern 
Trophy for her best pedigree puppy, called Heidi.

Exhibitors, left to right, Islay and Jura well-being co-ordinator Gill 
Chasemore, Addaction’s Sandra MacIntyre, Islay High School youth 

worker Amy Dunnachie and Argyll and Bute TSI’s Petra Pearce.

Neil MacDonald and his reserve champion of 
champions.

Tony Rozga and his champion Texel.

Catherine MacTaggart of Uiskentuie, Bridgend, won best vintage vehicle other than a tractor, with her 1969 
Morris Minor 1,000.

Gladioli grown by Tony Archibald of Bowmore won best exhibit in the 
� ower and vegetable section. ‘I’m a retired farmer, so I like to grow 

things,’ the former oyster and sheep farmer said, pointing proudly at 
his winning tomatoes and cured onions.

The Clan cycle stunt team entertained the crowds 
at Islay Show.

Competitor numbers and the livestock 
standard were high too, many told The 
Oban Times, such as Tony Rozga of 
Kilmeny, Ballygrant, who won best Texel. 

‘There were five of six champions in 
the Texel class,’ Mr Rozga said: ‘Islay is 
getting a really good name for sheep and 
cattle. It’s getting stronger, and there are 
younger exhibitors coming in. There’s a 
competitive buzz.’

‘The quality of Highland cattle on Islay is 
always extremely good,’ agreed Highland 
cattle judge Angus MacKay of Achnagoul, 
Inveraray: ‘The first and second in any 
class would stand well in any show in 
Scotland.’

Belted Galloways were exhibited for the 
first time in many years, with first prize 
for a Galloway calf going to young handler 
Zack Glover, 14, of Cladville, Portnahaven, 
and second to his brother Angus. Training 
was tough in the cow with calf class too, 
their father Will recalled: ‘We were trying 
to train four, but two couldn’t do it: they 
were just trying to eat us.’

Meanwhile, pets corner drew an impres-
sive menagerie: Isabel and Michael the 
alpacas from Port Charlotte, Buffy the 
African green parrot, Woody, Flora and 
Fawna the Indian runner ducks, and Ellie 
the lop-eared rabbit – which won the public 
vote. Ellie’s delighted keeper, 10-year-old 
Bowmore Primary School pupil Kimberley 
Stewart, planned a reward of mint and 
yoghurt drops, and decorating her cage 
with rosettes. ‘The kids love judging the 
animals themselves,’ said organiser Arlene 
MacFadyen, whose donkey, ‘Titch’, came 
first in the donkey class – first out of one.

Elsewhere, there was more entertainment 
from the Gaelic choir, Highland dancers, 
and The Clan, Scotland’s Cycle Stunt 
Team. The crowd gasped as one cyclist 
jumped over the frontman’s head, before 
another landed between his legs – safely.

One stallholder, Islay and Jura’s Local 
Health and Well-being Network co-ordi-
nator Gill Chasemore, thought: ‘It’s the 
quietest it’s ever been. It’s such a shame 
because everyone has worked so hard. It’s 

great to see the people who made it. It’s 
the Dunkirk spirit! It’s not bad weather – 
just bad clothes.’

‘Islay’s a terrific show,’ reflected Greig 
Gillespie of Campbeltown: ‘It’s the best 
island show in Scotland.’ Greig was help-
ing to show a Bluefaced Leicester reared 
by Duncan Currie of Ballachlaven, which 
won champion in its class.

The champion of champions cup was 
awarded to Port Ellen crofter John Camp-
bell, farm manager of Ardtalla Estate, for 
his Blackface gimmer. ‘I’m delighted, be-
cause I’ve been showing for 50 years, and 
that’s the first time I’ve won for a gimmer,’ 
he said, before celebrating with a cup of 
tea. ‘It’s been hard work for everybody. I’ve 
been luckier than most.’

‘It’s been a horrendous amount of work,’ 
confirmed one of the association’s 30 
office bearers, Roberta MacNeill: ‘The 
turnout for setting up was great – we had a 
lot of help. Thanks to judges, stewards and 
volunteers. Thank you all so much.’

FARM TIPPING 
TRAILER FOR SALE

£400 o.n.o.
Telephone 

01631 740277 Duror.
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Liz Cuninghame of Neriby 
Farm, Islay, won cups for best 

bouquet and lady’s spray.

Ronan Campbell, 11, left, and his grandfather John 
Campbell of Port Ellen, hold the Blackface gimmer 

crowned champion of champions. 

The champion Su� olk, belonging to Isobel 
McMillan of Eorrabus Farm, Bridgend, with Calum 

McLellan. 15_t34islayshow best su� olk sheep

Left to right: Gemma MacLean and Ruki, a Kiwi sheep-dog called a New Zealand Huntaway, who came second in the puppy class; 
Fiona McGill from Oxford and Daphne the English setter, who came second in the sporting breed category; Lackie, a German 

shorthaired pointer belonging to Rhona Barnett from Lochgilphead, took best pedigree sporting dog and best dog in show; Mac the 
German wirehaired pointer, belonging to Rob Walker and Harris of Crinan, came third in the sporting class; and Herman van der Stap 

of the Netherlands, with his Icelandic shepherd, Tur, which came second in non-sporting breeds.

Zack Glover with a Belted Galloway cow and calf.

PC Peter Findlay and Inspector Julie McLeish pose beside the winning heifer in 
calf, any breed, reared by Stewart Young of Craigens Farm, Gruinart.

Rhianna Hayes, 16, of Gruinart 
won the Islay, Jura and Colonsay 
Agricultural Association Shield 
for the best riding horse, with 

her steed, Ted.

Jordie Rountree, 6, won the 
Robert Shaw Memorial Trophy 
for best sheep, under 18 class.

‘Lucy’ and Morven Brown, 12, from Loch Gruinart, won the Don 
MacFarlane Memorial Trophy for reserve champion horse.

Kimberley Stewart and champion 
pet, Ellie the lop-eared rabbit.

Left to right, Kerry Baker, Professor Steven Mithin, Alexander Millar and Dr Darko Maricevic manned 
a stall promoting the Islay Heritage project, and encouraged islanders to help them explore Islay’s 

12,000 years of inhabited history. 15_T34 Islay Show – Islay Heritage.

Champion of champions:  John 
Campbell; Reserve champion of 
champions: N and J MacDonald; 
Blackface sheep:  James Mac-
Taggart Perpetual Challenge 
Cup Awarded by the MacTag-
gart Family, Kintra: Champion 
Sheep in Crofters Classes: John 
Campbell;  Crofters Cup for 
Winner of Group of 3: Crofters 
Only (Class 9): Alan Orr;  Dun-
seed Challenge Cup: Champion 
Blackface:  John Campbell; The 
Sir John MacTaggart Perpetual 
Challenge Cup: Champion 
Blackface Sheep bred by Exhibi-
tor: John Campbell; The Camp-
bell of Jura Perpetual Challenge 
Cup Champion Blackface 
Female bred by Exhibitor: 
John Campbell; The Smaull 
Perpetual Challenge Cup  In 
memory of the late Messrs A and 
W McEachern, for Best Male 
Blackface Sheep:  Alan Orr; The 
Anderson Perpetual Challenge 
Cup Presented by the  Anderson 
Family in memory of father and 
grandfather Moss Anderson: 
Best Blackface Gimmer: John 
Campbell; The Rhinns of Islay 
Cup:  Best Ewe with lamb/lambs 
at foot: Alan Orr; Leicester  
sheep: The AB Grant Cup: 
Champion Leicester Sheep: 
Duncan Currie; Texel and Beltex 
X: Dunns Trophy donated by 
Soil Fertility Ayr For Best Texel 
and Beltex sheep: Tony Rozga; 
SUFFOLK SHEEP: The Royal 
Bank of Scotland Cup for Best 
Suffolk Sheep: Isobel McMillan:  
Aileen Whyte Memorial Shield: 
Isobel McMillan; Any other 
breed of sheep: Foreland Perpet-
ual Cup presented by D Doyle 
Foreland Estate for Best Sheep 
other than Blackface, Suffolk 
or B/L:  Morven, Maggie and 
Eion Brown; prime lambs:  The 
Kilchoman Cup presented by the 
late Iain Campbell: for best pen 
of prime lambs any breed: Don-
ald MacCormick; Overall sheep: 
Wilsons Fuels Ltd Trophy for 
Champion:  Sheep Overall, £75 
cash presented by Sir John Mac-
Taggart Ardtalla Estates, £35 
presented by United Auctions, 
Scotmin voucher of £25: John 
Campbell; £25 special prize 
for Reserve sheep presented by 
Ralph Bova:  Duncan Currie. 
Beef cattle section: Galloway: 
Kinnabus Tray  presented by 
The Late Commander JRC 
Montgomery RNJP, Kinnabus 
for Best Galloway or First Cross 
Galloway bred by Exhibitor: 
Zack Glover; Schroder Cup pre-
sented by The Late HKB Schro-
der of Dunlossit:   G and M Por-
ter; Highland: The MacTaggart 
Cup presented by HT DE Vere 
Clifton of Kildalton for Cham-
pion Animal Highland Section:  
Ceannacroic Farm, Dunlossit; 
Rennie Trophy for best yearling 
Heifer (Native): Ceannacroic 
Farm,  Dunlossit; The Donnie 
Shaw Memorial Trophy for best 
Highland Heifer: Ceannacroic 
Farm, Dunlossit; Highland 
females trophy presented by A 
and S Cameron for best pair of 
Highland Females:  Ceannac-
roic Farm, Dunlossit; Schroder 
Trophy for best Highland Calf:   
Ceannacroic Farm, Dunlossit; 
GW Reid special prize of £50 for 

Trophy winners
Champion Highland:  Ceannac-
roic Farm; Leonie Fane special 
prize 1 £15, 2 £10, 3 £5, for class-
es 47-51:  Ceannacroic Farm; 
Commercial classes:  Perpetual 
Challenge Trophy presented by 
Caledonian Marts Stirling for 
best spring born suckled calf:  
N and J McDonald; Kilchiaran 
Cup presented by the late Neil 
MacLellan for the best heifer 
showing no broad teeth:  N and 
J McDonald; Hamilton Bros 
Tankard for Champion Suckled 
Calf:   N and J McDonald; Per-
petual Challenge cup presented 
by Shell and BP Scotland:  for 
best pair of calves: Angus Mac-
Millan; GW Reid special prize 
of £50:  for Champion beef: N 
and J McDonald; overall beef: 
Cairnmore Cup presented by 
JAW Morrison: for Best Animal 
in Beef Section: N and J Mc-
Donald; Jim R Calder Memorial 
Trophy:  Competitor with most 
points in Beef Section: G and 
M Porter; Special prize of £50 
each to winners of classes 59 
and 60 by British Limousin: 
Angus MacMillan and N and J 
McDonald; Special prize of £75 
for overall beef champion by 
Sir John MacTaggart: N and J 
McDonald; Special prize of £50 
for overall beef champion by 
GW Reid Accountants: N and J 
McDonald; Scotmin voucher of 
£25 for overall beef champion:  
N and J McDonald; Special prize 
of £25 for reserve beef champion 
by Ralph Bova:  Firm of T Epps.

Under 18 class: Robert Shaw 
Memorial Trophy for best sheep, 
entered in Show in their own 
name:  Jordie Rountree; £15 
by Ralph Bova for best young 
handler:   Robbie Brown; J Mac-
Millan Memorial Trophy best 
beef animal: Angus MacMillan;  
In under 18 class entered in 
own name £15 By Ralph Bova 
for best young handler: Jack 
McDonald; John MacGillivray 
Memorial Trophy for best 
stocksperson with 6 months full 
time employment prior to the 
show:  John Rountree. Highland 
ponies and other ponies section: 
The Donald MacGregor Perpet-
ual Challenge Cup presented 
by Donald MacGregor for Best 
Highland Pony entered by own-
er:  Gibson Campbell; Pereptual 
Challenge Cup awarded by T 
Caskie Esq, Glasgow, for Best 
Riding Pony, any age, excluding 
Highlands: Natalie Logan; The 
Duart Cup Perpetual  Challenge 
Cup Presented by Sir Charles H 
M McLean Bart, KT, KBE, Du-
art Castle, Isle of Mull:  for Best 
Pony in Show: Gibson Campbell; 
The Don MacFarlane Memorial 
Trophy: for reserve champion 
horse:  Morven Brown; Islay 
Jura and Colonsay Agricultural 
Association Shield for Winner 
of Best Riding Horse: Rhianna 
Hayes; Iain Martin Crawford 
Memorial Trophy for Champion 
Horse/ pony in show: Gibson 
Campbell; Dawson Perpetual 
Cup for best Horse/Pony Shown 
in hand: Gibson Campbell; 
Events: The Ellister Cup pre-
sented by Jane Dawson: for best 
young rider under 16 years: T 
and H Roxburgh; The Hardie 
memorial trophy for best young 

rider 12 years or under: Calum 
MacKay; Special prize of £75 
for Champion horse/pony by 
Sir John MacTaggart: Gibson 
Campbell; Special prize of £25 
for reserve champion by Ralph 
Bova:   Morven Brown. 

Other awards: The McGibbon 
Cup: Perpetual Challenge Cup 
presented by J Ross McGibbon, 
Glasgow: Overall Championship 
in Section I – XI:Alan Orr; The 
James MacKillop Perpetual 
Challenge Cup for Crofter or 
Smallholder having the largest 
number of points over sheep, 
cattle and horse sections: 
Alan Orr; Jim Kerr Memorial 
Trophy for reserve overall show  
champion: John Campbell; 
Glasgow Islay Association Cup 
for Champion Animal at Show: 
John Campbell. Horticultural 
section: The Seumas MacKillop 
Perpetual Challenge Cup for 
Best Hand Bouquet of Flowers 
grown or made up by Exhibitor: 
Liz Cuninghame; Islay and Jura 
Gardeners Club Trophy for Best 
Lady’s Spray: Liz Cuninghame; 
The James T Christie Memorial 
Cup for Sweet Peas:  Celia Todd; 
Logan Shield for Best Shallots 
Classes: Pat Orpin; Logan Shield 
for Best Carrots Classes: M and 
J Logan; Logan Shield for best 
onions classes: Jack Adamson; 
The Silver Cup presented by 
the remaining Members of Islay 
Horticultural Society for the 
competitor gaining largest poin-
tage throughout the Section:  Pat 
Orpin; The John MacNeill Me-
morial Trophy for most points 
in Vegetable Section: Pat Orpin; 
Dugald MacTaggart Perpetual 
Cup for Dahlias in classes:  
Mairi Carmichael; Rose Bowl in 
Memory of Flora McLellan pre-
sented by her family for Winner 
of Roses class: M and J Logan; 
Finlay MacMillan Memorial 
Cup for Best Exhibit in class 
127/128: A and P MacEachern; 
Minnie MacTaggart Perpetual 
Cup for the Best Fuchsia: A and 
P MacEachern;  Cup presented 
by Mairi Porter for best gera-
nium: Pat Orpin; Tankard pre-
sented by Mairi Porter for best 
exhibit   Class 166: Mairi Porter; 
Mavis Spears Memorial Trophy:  
Most Points in Flower Section:  
Pat Orpin; Thomas Shaw Me-
morial Trophy for best exhibit 
in Show,Special prize of £75 for 
best exhibit in flower/ vegetable 
by Sir John MacTaggart:  T and 
J Archibald. Dog section: Port 
Askaig Cup for Best Dog pre-
sented by The  Spears family for 
best dog in show plus £30: Rho-
na Barnett; A and P McEachern 
Trophy presented to best 
pedigree puppy: Hazel MacKay; 
Coullabus Cup for Winner of 
Best junior handler: Isla Gale; 
Keills Cup for winner of best 
pedigree sporting dog:  Rhona 
Barnett; Islay Book Festival 
Trophy for best pedigree non 
sporting dog: Hazel MacKay; 
Duffie and Roberta MacNeill 
shield for best any variety cross 
breed dog: Maureen Baker;  Kay 
Rowland Cup for best Labrador 
in show:  Emily Bignal. Best 
Vintage Tractor: Roy Redman; 
Best Vintage vehicle other than 
tractor: Catherine MacTaggart.
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Competitors get ready for the sheep judging to begin. 21_F34 Sunart_ Sheep 01

AFTER a week of bad weather, 
the skies brightened on Satur-
day (August 13) as people gath-
ered to take part in the Sunart 
and District agricultural show.

The Strontian show field was 
packed with competitors and 
onlookers celebrating the 66th 
anniversary of the annual show. 

This year was the first for new 
secretary Nikki Robertson who 
joined a team of volunteers that 
make the show possible. 

She told The Oban Times: ‘The 
show is very important to the 
community, everyone always 

Angus MacColl’s three year-old sheep won � rst prize in the Texel category. 
21_F34 Sunart_ Angus 01

David Wright with his Champion cow, who was also crowned champion of 
champions at the show. 21_F34 Sunart_ Champion Cow 01

Champion of the Highland category at last weekend’s Sunart and District 
Agricultural Show. 21_F34 Sunart_ highland cow 01

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

looks forward to the day. The 
community always pulls togeth-
er for the show and there is so 
much work that goes on behind 
the scenes that people don’t 
always realise. 

‘Our volunteers meet once 
a month to organise the show. 
They do everything on the 
day, from cutting the grass to 
putting the animal pens up.’

President Alison Wright, 
who has been involved with the 
games for almost 20 years, was 
excited for another year of the 
well-loved show.

Coming from a farming back-
ground, Mrs Wright knows how 
important these shows are. 

She said: ‘My father worked 
on a farm and my husband and 
son have been breeding and 
showing cattle pretty much all 
their life.’

And it was son David and hus-
band Robert who stole the show 
on Saturday, with their 900kg 
cow being crowned champion 
of champions. 

A family affair, it was also 
daughter Krystie Wright’s first 
year as treasurer. 

Mrs Wright said: ‘We do 
really well with entries. People 
come from all over to partici-
pate. The horse show is an open 
competition so people travel 
from Mull and Salen.

‘But we also want people to 
see that the show isn’t all about 
agriculture. There are lots of 
different skills involved in the 
day.’

In addition to cattle, sheep 
and horses, a number of stalls  
were also present on the show 
field. Lochaber Environmental 
Group were there, as were 
Crown Vets and Mull Pipe 
Band. 

Mrs Wright continued: ‘We 
are very well supported with 
good sponsorship.’

Teaming up with High Life 
Highland, the show also put 
on a mini highland games for 
children.

Strontian show fi eld 
packed with entries 

Show convenor Claire Cameron with president Alison Wright and her daughter Krystie who is 
committee  treasurer.  21_F34 Sunart_ Committee 01

Mull pipe band performing at the show on Saturday. 21_F34 Sunart_ pipe band 01

Champion sheep at the show. 
21_F34 Sunart_ Champion Sheep 01

Kerry McGilvery, 14, from Mull with her champion horse. 21_F34 Sunart_ Champion Horse

Orla MacLennan and Caroline MacPhail with their horses at the 
Sunart show. 21_F34 Sunart_ Horses 01

People take part in the horse show on Saturday morning. 21_F34 

Sunart_ Horse Show 01

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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KILLIN and District Agricultural 
Society’s annual show will be held on 
Saturday August 20.

The sheep judging always attracts 
a large quality entry and starts at 
8.30am.

The cross sheep judge this year is 
John MacDougall, while the Black-
face breed is in the hands of Douglas 
Willison Junior. 

There is also a Swaledale section 
for the first time at the show, setting 
the pace as the only venue outwith 
the Highland Show to exhibit this 
hardy breed in Scotland. 

The Swale Society is sponsoring 
the section and thanks go to the so-
ciety for promoting the hardy Swale. 
Judge for this breed is John Burton 

of Connonish. The cattle sections 
will be in the hands of Roddy Ken-
nedy and it is hoped the return of 
the local hardy cross breeds will be 
well-supported after a self-imposed 
absence last year to allow the park 
surface to firm up after drainage and 
landscape work.

The vintage tractors always draw 
admirers and questions from the 
many interested visitors. The judge 
for 2016 is Bob Allan.

The parade will leave Dochart 
Bridge at 12.30pm, led by the Com-
rie Pipe Band, followed by the fancy 
dress participants and a selection of 
vintage tractors. Afternoon enter-
tainment in the ring features many 
of the regular events traditional to 

the Killin Show. A new feature is a 
falconry display, which will fill two 
slots and these magnificent birds, 
reared in captivity, will thrill the 
spectators with their swift flights and 
obedience to commands.  

The Family Triple Challenge, 
children’s races and the Terrier Race 
will bring the show ring to life as 
everyone cheers on the entrants. The 
three class dog show and bonny baby 
competition are always popular, as 
is the display of Highland dancing 
and with the shearing demonstration 
there is something for everyone.

The day is not complete without 
the food hall, which opens around 
8am and the bar at 11am. There will 
be a good selection of stands, both 

business and charity, for visitors to 
browse. The exhibition of floral, 
horticulture, crafts, baking, produce 
and preserves in the McLaren Hall is 
a must. It is open tomorrow evening 
(August 19) to view the competition 
results and on show day from 11am.

At 5pm Matt Stevenson will auc-
tion off donated goods from the hall 
in the marquee, so don’t miss the 
chance of bagging a prize lot.

On Saturday evening, from 8pm, 
ceilidh music will bring show day to 
a close, together with a hog roast to 
save anyone going away unfulfilled.

The chairman and organising com-
mittee look forward to seeing a large 
crowd enjoying this long-established 
Killin event.

Livestock Cattle  -  Peter Kane 
Memorial Challenge Cup (c) 
Cross Cow, calf at foot: John 
MacInnes; Dian MacDonald 
Memorial Challenge Cup 
(c)  One year old cross heifer: 
John MacInnes; A MacCallum 
Memorial Quaich (o) Best 
young heifer: John MacInnes; 
D MacInnes Challenge Cup 
(c) Cal Mart Special Prize (o) 
Cross bred calf: John MacInnes; 
Calum MacDougall Memorial 
Challenge Cup (c)  Calf born 
after 1st Dec: M Poulton/E Dou-
gall; Bunessan Challenge Trophy 
(c)  Yearling cross bullock  

N/A;  Dr D MacInnes Chal-
lenge Silver Trophy (c) Best 
group of cow and two followers: 
M Poulton/E Dougall; R 
MacKinnon Memorial Chal-
lenge Trophy (c)  Best Butchers 
Animal: M Poulton/E Dougall; 
M MacDonald-Clark Memorial 
Challenge Cup (c)  Best cross 
animal at show: M Poulton/E 
Dougall; Col. and Mrs Lacey 
Challenge Cup (c)  Best cross 
animal bred by exhibitor: M 
Poulton/E Dougall; Kintyre 
Animal feeds Tankard (o)  
Champion open cross animal: 
M Poulton/E Dougall; Bunes-
san Show Challenge Cup (c)  
Best animal in cross and dairy 
sections: M Poulton/E Dougall;  
P D Knight Shellfish (o)  Pure 
bred champion: Molly Dougall;  
Bert Leitch Memorial Challenge 
Trophy, presented by Bunessan 
Show  For champion cow with 
calf at foot, from classes 16, 9 
and 37: M Poulton/E Dougall; 
Clydesdale Bank Cup (o)  Most 
points in cattle sections: M 
Poulton/E Dougall; R and S 
Challenge Cup (o) Overall cattle 
champion: M Poulton/E Dou-
gall; Reay Brill Challenge Cup 
(o)  Reserve overall cattle cham-
pion: M Poulton/E Dougall; 
Blackface Sheep – N MacFadyen 
Memorial Shield (c)  Ram lamb 
bred by exhibitor: A Prentice; 
Ardalanish Cup Presented by 
E F Proctor (c)  Best Ewe from 
classes 47 and 48: J Campbell; 
Scoor Challenge Cup Presented 
by R Keville (c)  Gimmer: J 
Campbell; P Lamont Challenge 
Cup (c)  Ewe Lamb: J Campbell; 
J MacRae Memorial Challenge 
Quaich (o)  Ewe Lamb: A Mac-
Coll; V Hardwick Challenge 
Trophy (c)  Group of Blackface: 
J Campbell; Challenge Rose 
Bowl (c)  Best milk ewe gimmer 
and ewe lamb bred by exhibitor: 

Organisers look forward to welcoming 
large crowd to popular Killin event  

Fidden Quaich  Best exhibit 
crafts P1-3: Cara McBain; Fiona 
MacKinnon Memorial Chal-
lenge Cup  Most points crafts 
P4-7: Claudia MacDougall; 
McFarlane Shearer’s Tankard  
Pets Corner  N/A; Sunshine 
Cup  Tallest sunflower: Elena 
Cameron; Mrs E Fisher Cup  
Most points for local schoolchild 
under 7: Rory MacDougall; 
Daisy Scott Challenge Cup  
Most points local primary school 
children: Rory MacDougall; 
MacKellar Challenge Trophy  
Most points children S1-S4: 
Amelia MacDougall; Arts and 
Crafts  Peter Halcrow Memo-
rial Quaich  Best exhibit in 
crafts: B Humphries; Bunessan 
Challenge Trophy  Best stick: 
A Soames; Ardalanish Weavers 
Trophy: R Jeffree; George 
Campbell Memorial Cup  Torr 
Mor Hill Race: J MacFadyen; 
Special Prizes  United Auctions   
Best sheep at show: A C MacCo-
ll; United Auctions  Best cattle 
animal at show: M Poulton/E 
Dougall; Jackson Bros, Master 
Butcher  Best Pair of Fat Lambs 
at Show (from classes 51, 69 and 
80):  Molly Dougall; G MacKel-
lar  Local runner up in vegetable 
sections: St Columba Hotel; G 
MacKellar  Local runner up 
in flower sections: R Burgess; 
Mrs L Degnan Novelty Cake: M 
Todd; Mrs J Knight  Most points 
crafts S1-4: Amelia MacDougall; 
Mrs M MacCallum  Most points 
baking S1-4: Arianna MacLel-
lan; The Ferry Shop  Most points 
crafts P1-3: Rory MacDougall; 
Mrs S MacKeand  Most points 
baking P1-3:  Rory MacDougall;   
Children’s Cross Country: U8 
U11 U14;  Primary School Shinty  
N/A; Jodie Lawson Memorial 
Trophy  Runner Up Local Child 
in Cross Country Race: Jack 
Birket; Bunessan PTA  Local 
Winner of Cross Country Race: 
Iain MacCallum.

Bunessan Show results 2016
Enjoying the late afternoon sunshine at Bunessan Show on August 6. 15_t34bunessan03

Heidi Poulton is held by her grandpa Euan Dougall beside her 
prizewinning cow in calf. 15_t34bunessan02

www.facebook.com/obantimes

J Campbell; Silver cake basket 
(c)  Best milk ewe gimmer and 
ewe lamb bred by exhibitor  N/A;  
Lachie MacFadyen Memorial 
Challenge Quaich (c)  Best 
ewe with lamb/lambs at foot: 
S Fisher; J Glaisher Challenge 
Trophy (c)  Female Champion – 
Blackface: J Campbell; Lachlan 
MacLean Challenge Trophy, 
presented by Bunessan Show (o)  
Female Champion – Blackface: 
D and J MacLean; V Hardwick 
Memorial Challenge Cup (c)  
Male Champion – Blackface: A 
Prentice; Lt Col W M Gordon 
Silver Challenge cup (c)  Su-
preme Blackface Champion: 
A Prentice; J and C Campbell 
Challenge Cup (o)  Supreme 
Blackface Champion: D and J 
MacLean; M and U Campbell 
Challenge Cup (o)  Reserve 
Blackface Champion (opp sex to 
champion): D and J MacLean; 
Cheviot Sheep -  John Mac-
Fadyen Memorial Challenge 
Cup (o)  Supreme Cheviot 
Champion: R MacDougall; 
Coirc Bheinn Challenge Cup (o)  
Reserve Cheviot Champion – 
opposite sex of champion (o): R 
MacDougall; Sheep other than 
blackface or Cheviot -  Beach 
Forest Challenge Cup (o)  Best 
non-blackface group: A C Mac-
Coll; G and H Grant Challenge 
Cup (c)  Pair of fat lambs: Molly 
Dougall  Tiraghoil Challenge 
Cup Presented in memory of 
Mrs Betty Lyall Campbell (c)  
Tiraghoil Challenge Cup  Fe-
male champion – non blackface: 
A C MacColl;  Same Tractors 
Challenge Cup (c)  Champion 
non-blackface:  Messrs MacNeil; 
Scottish Wool Growers Shield 
(o)  Champion non-blackface: A 
C MacColl; Bunessan Challenge 
Cup (c)  Smallholders  N/A ; Pen-
nyghael Award (o)  Most points 
in Cattle and Sheep Sections: 
M Poulton/E Dougal; Bank of 
Scotland Cup (o)  Champion 

of Champions: Orla Maclen-
nan; Theresa Wade Memorial 
Challenge Trophy, presented by 
Bunessan Show, (o)  For most 
points in sections 1-8 (aged 20 
or under): Callum MacDougall; 
B and M Norquay Challenge 
Cup (o)  Most points in Young 
Farmers Sections (over 16 years): 
S Fisher; Bunessan Show Young 
Farmers  (o)  (under 16 years): 
Cameron MacInnes; Bunessan 
Show Challenge Cup (c)  Best 
Homebred Sheep (Young Farm-
ers): Callum MacDougall; Dogs 
-  A MacGillivray Challenge 
Cup  Champion Collie: A Taylor 
“Bud”; Chris Jones Memorial 
Challenge Quaich  First Local 
Gun Dog: J Taylor “Dris”; Ste-
ven Grant Memorial Challenge 
Cup  Working Terrier: “Geord-
ie”; Anderson Banks  Cup Best 
Dog in Show: J Taylor “Dris”  
Horses and Ponies - Keel Row 
Trophy Tack and Turnout: Olivia 
Sexton;  Alistair MacDougall 
Trophy  Best Lead rein showing: 
Taylor Dawson; Victoria Franc-
es Sloss Memorial Cup  13.2 and 
under showing:  Gemma Cam-
eron; Jeanie Gibson Memorial 
Cup: Orla Maclennan; Argyll 
Arms Trophy  14.2 and over 
showing: Kerry MacGillivray; 
Alex Cameron Shield Overall 
Showing Champion: Orla 
Maclennan; Lauren Cameron 
Special Prize  Best lead rein 
rider: Taylor Dawson;  Beadoun 
Agri Trophy  Best Novice Rider; 
Gemma Cameron  Bank of Scot-
land Quaich  Best Open Rider: 
Ali Garvey; Ross of Mull Pony 
Club Trophy  Best Pony Club 
Horse/Pony: Taylor Dawson; 
Catherine MacDonald Trophy  
Lead Rein show jumping: Taylor 
Dawson; James Fisher Trophy  
Novice Show jumping: Camrie 
MacLeanan; Aileen Clark Tro-
phy  Intermediate show jumping: 
Olivia Sexton; Marilyn Fisher 
Trophy  Open show jumping: 

Chloe Reade; Scoor Cup  
Overall Horse Show Champion: 
Taylor Dawson Horticulture 
-  ROMIOG Trophy Basket of 
Organic Produce: St Columba 
Hotel; Lady Freeman Memorial 
Challenge Cup  Basket of eight 
Varieties of Vegetables: Argyll 
Hotel; ROMIOG Cup  3 Dessert 
Fruit: Croft 13B; Cakebreads 
Challenge Trophy  3 Heads 
Hydrangea: R Burgess;  Calum 
Morrison Challenge Cup  Most 
points in Vegetable Sections: Ar-
gyll Hotel;  Carswell Challenge 
Trophy  Most Points in Flower 
Sections: Lorna MacDougall;  
Alex Campbell Memorial Chal-
lenge Cup  Best exhibit vegetable 
sections: St Columba Hotel; Neil 
and Isa MacKinnon Memorial 
Challenge Cup  Runner up in 
flower Sections: R Burgess; 
Island Gardens Challenge 
Trophy  Best Exhibit flower 
sections: Joan Knight;  Indus-
trial -  Ann Thomson Memorial 
Cup  Chocolate sponge:  W 
MacMannaway; Mrs May Mac-
Corquodale Quaich  3 Oatcakes: 
N Todd; Mrs I Miller Shield  3 
Drop scones: S Campbell; Mrs 
Flora MacCallum Memorial 
Quaich  Clootie Dumpling: C 
MacDonald;  Stein Challenge 
Cup  Most points in baking: M 
Todd; Miss Betty Logan Memo-
rial Challenge Cup  Best exhibit 
baking sections: R MacCallum; 
Barrington Cup  Most points in 
preserves: M Todd; Mrs Nora 
Greenhalgh Memorial Quaich  
Best exhibit in preserves: E Ma-
cLean; Miss Kate MacFadyen 
Memorial Challenge Cup  Best 
exhibit in knitting: M Todd; 
Mrs D Shuttleworth Cup  Most 
points in needlework: Christine 
MacDonald; Harper-Nelson 
Challenge Trophy  Most points 
in needlework and baking: M 
Todd; Children -  Zena Rosier 
memorial Challenge Cup Soft 
Toy P1-7: Janey MacLellan;  

Newsdesk              
01631 568000       

Youngsters enjoy the craft stall. 15_t34bunessan06

Reay and Riona Whyte enjoyed the show and won the hamper. 
15_t34bunessan01

Champion of champions Denwyn Myfanwy, ridden by Orla 
MacLennan from Aros Mains. 15_t34bunessan05
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Scottish Sea Farms are pioneers in the farming of superior quality Scottish 
salmon, reared with unrivalled husbandry in the West Coast and Highlands 
of Scotland, Orkney and Shetland.  Recently awarded Business of the Year 
2016 in Scotland’s Food and Drink Excellence awards, we pride ourselves 
in providing a training and personal development plan designed to add to 
the skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression.

We are looking to recruit a proven and exceptionally talented Marine 
Farm Manager to join our team in Orkney.

To be considered you must ideally already be a highly respected 
Manager within the aquaculture industry, and be able to demonstrate your 
commitment in developing a strong safety culture. You will be open, honest 
and communicate with ease at all levels. Your ability to plan ahead will be 
matched by close attention to detail. It is essential to value our unique 
Orkney identity and have the skills to grow premium-quality differentiated 
salmon for customers with the highest expectations. 

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd Site Managers are already expected to be industry 
leading - with competence in finance, budget control and planning, stock 
management, stakeholder interactions, personnel management and 
promotion of health and safety.  In return Scottish Sea Farms Ltd will 
offer an attractive salary package, company vehicle, pension support and 
production bonus. A relocation package will also be available.

All applicants are required to have a full, clean driver’s license and RYA 
Day Skipper (or equivalent).  Please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 
or recruitment@scottishseafarms.com for more information.  Closing date 
for applications is Friday 2nd September 2016

Scottish Sea Farms are pioneers in the farming of superior quality Scottish 
salmon, reared with unrivalled husbandry in the West Coast and Highlands 
of Scotland, Orkney and Shetland.  Recently awarded Business of the Year 
2016 in Scotland’s Food and Drink Excellence awards, we pride ourselves 
in providing a training and personal development plan designed to add to 
the skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression.

We currently have vacancies available for Marine Husbandry Staff to join 
operations on the Isle of Mull and Loch Nevis in Mallaig:

Experienced Husbandry Staff:

Applicants should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide 
range of fish farming activities including fish health analysis, stock appetite 
assessment, boat handling and equipment maintenance whilst being 
proactive in health and safety.  Above all you should want to improve your 
career through training and development.  

Trainee Husbandry:

Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career 
in the Aquaculture industry.  We are looking for ambitious individuals 
who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have high 
expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will 
provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through your first months of 
employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick start 
your fish farming career.

Working hours are 40 per week, Monday to Friday with 1:3 weekend 
working required on a rota system. In return, we will offer an attractive 
salary dependent on experience along with pension scheme, occupational 
health support and subsidised leisure membership and cycle to work 
scheme. A current driving licence is essential.

To find out more, please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email 
recruitment@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.  Closing date: 
Friday 2nd September 2016.

North Argyll House
Care Home for the Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Recruiting for 

Full Time Senior Care Officer 
(to cover maternity leave) and 

Domestic Assistants 
Permanent posts.

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

Seawater Area Manager
Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic salmon 
in Scotland. The Company employs a workforce of over 600 
throughout the Highlands and Islands and produces over 50,000 
tonnes of salmon annually. Our farming operations are based 
in Fort William and the Company prides itself in being a major 
employer of skilled people and strives to produce high quality, 
healthy and nutritious seafood in the most sustainable way.
Over the coming years Marine Harvest has announced plans to 
invest over £100 million to integrate and grow its farming and 
fish feed production business in Scotland. We are proud of our 
50 year heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the 
support we have from local communities and our dedicated 
workforce.
We are currently looking to identify an exceptional aquaculture 
manager with strong leadership skills and technical experience 
to undertake the role of Seawater Area Manager covering 
our 12 farms on the North Mainland and Skye. This role is to 
provide effective knowledgeable support to the farms along with 
complete budgetary and oversight responsibility. The role will 
also be responsible for the Health and Safety of employees.
Reporting to the Seawater Manager the successful candidate 
will require to demonstrate an aptitude for managing and 
motivating personnel and to have achieved farming success 
through the success of others. Strong planning as well as the 
ability to problem solve along with a high tolerance to ambiguity 
are just some of the attributes required for this post. In addition, 
applicants should have a high degree of computer literacy as 
well as hold a full driving license and be prepared to undertake 
significant travel as required.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from a salary 
package befitting the significance of this role, including bonus, 
company vehicle and the opportunity to develop their career 
within Marine Harvest.
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality 
that is required for this senior role, please apply in writing stating 
your reasons for applying and your relevant skills and experiences 
to:  Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort 
William, PH33 6RX by Wednesday 31st August 2016.
Informal enquires can be made to David MacGillivray, Seawater 
Manger, Mobile 07786 336833, E-mail david.macgillivray@
marineharvest.com

Community Support 
Assistant Mid-Argyll
Salary £5,116 - £6,019
Temporary maternity cover
11 hours, Saturday & Sunday 
(9am - 3pm)
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on 
Friday 9th September 2016

Domestic Mid Argyll
Salary £4,238 - £4,986
11 hours per week (Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday mornings)
For more information on both posts, please 
contact Sarah Campbell on 01546 605881
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or 
email recruitment@acha.co.uk
Closing Date:  12 noon on Friday 26th 
August 2016

Administration Assistant, 
Lochgilphead
Permanent Post
Salary £16,281 to £19,153 per annum 
35 hours per week
For more information regarding this post 
please go to www.acha.co.uk or contact 
Lachlan Wood on 01546 605815 or email 
lachlan.wood@acha.co.uk
If you cannot access the website please 
contact the recruitment team: 
01546 605917 or 
email recruitment@acha.co.uk 
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 2nd 
September 2016
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on 
Friday 16th September 2016.

Sign up for job alerts
at hijobs.net

Customer service agent
Vacancies based at: Lochgilphead, Fort William and Mull

Responsible and interesting position for enthusiastic person who 
enjoys a combination of outdoor yard and driving duties delivering 

bottled gas cylinders, is able to undertake some computerised 
offi ce  administrative duties and has customer care skills for dealing 

with telephone enquiries and counter sales. 7.5 T licence, forklift 
experience and ADR preferable. Flexible working hours considered.

HGV drivers - Vacancies based at: Oban and Mull

Plant Fitter HGV Mechanic - Vacancies based at: Oban
Competitive salary available for each position.

Please email cv stating which depot vacancy you are applying for to 
pam@argyllresources.co.uk or post to Argyll Resources, 

John MacLachlan Ltd Head Offi ce, Torrangorm Industrial Estate, 
Oban, PA34 4PL.   Tel 01631 566370

COXSWAIN 
£25,156 - £29,595 • Ref: 6254  
Location: Oban Lifeboat Station
There is an opening at Oban Lifeboat Station for someone whose strength of character and 
personality is just as strong as their ability to handle a boat.
The majority of your time will be divided between ensuring the lifeboat and her equipment  
work to the highest order and training the crew. Inspiring their progress, you’ll take them on 
seagoing exercises, identifying ways they can improve and imparting your valuable knowledge - 
so that when an emergency shout does occur, you, your crew and your lifeboat will be  
absolutely prepared. 
And because there’s always a high degree of interest from the public, you’ll have the opportunity 
to meet them and talk about your work.
A key part of your role will also involve working alongside colleagues within our coastal safety 
teams to support the delivery of key safety and prevention messages within the community. 
You’ll already ideally be adept at handling all weather lifeboats (equivalent to medium sized 
vessels up to 14 metres) and have a detailed knowledge of navigation principles and ‘IRPCS’. You 
will be a qualified RYA Yacht Master with suitable maritime experience.
Ideally you will already be passed out as an RNLI mechanic OR hold a qualification for the 
operation of small, medium speed propulsion. If not you will have the drive and dedication 
to attain this qualification. You’ll need to demonstrate excellent leadership and management 
qualities and have the ability to motivate and maximise people’s potential.
As well as being required to live in close proximity to the lifeboat station in order to meet callout 
response criteria, the appointment is subject to satisfying medical and eyesight requirements, 
and has associated conditions of service.

For further information and to apply, please visit: www.rnli.org/jobs
Closing date: 29 August 2016. 
The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea.
Registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736).
Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.

Closing date: 26 August 2016. 

To apply visit our website

Modern Apprentice: Business and 
Administration Level 3 (Temporary, Full Time)
£6715.63 Lochgilphead Ref: CTD00012

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Personal Assistants
Various contracts available. £7.80 per hour.

We are looking for honest, reliable and motivated people with the right 
attitude and values to join our support teams.

We provide our services to people with learning disabilities who take an 
active part in community activities.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

Oban, Mid-Argyll and Kintyre.

To apply, please visit www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk 
Closing Date: 31st August, 2016.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  
Scottish charity number SC009024.

Administrator
A position has arisen with one of my clients 
for a temporary Administrator, this will be for 
5 months to cover long term leave starting in 

September. 

For full details please 
contact Angela on 07595962797 

or email angela@aelservices.co.uk
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FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Iain  James Boyle has 
registered his croft 21b 
Carnach, Glencoe, on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 25, 
2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
A0912

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Stephen McDonach has 
registered his croft, 17 & 18 
Anaheilt, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 30, 
2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2862.

AUTISM ARGYLL

AGM
Wednesday 14th 

September
Three Villages Hall,

Arrochar
10am - 3pm

Speakers: Dr. Richard Mills
        Helen Ellis

“Autism in Pink” Project
looking at how autism 

affects women.
01546 600004

autism.argyll@me.com

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Emma Beveridge has 
registered her croft 4 Keil, 
Benderloch, Ardhattan & 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 26th 
April 2017. Details of the 
registration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2906.

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Emma Beveridge has 
registered her deemed 
croft 4 Keil common 
g r a z i n g s ( s h a r e ) , 
Benderloch, Ardhattan & 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 26th April 2017. 
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2898.

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Mrs Jessie Cameron has 
registered her croft 207 
Acharacle (Burnbank), 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 10th May 
2017.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.   The 
croft registration number is 
C 2965.

Proposed Division of a 
Croft by Owner-occupier 

Crofter
Mrs Alexandra Duncan 
is applying to divide the 
croft at 2 & 4 Shielfoot, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart into 
two separate crofts to be 
known as Croft 2 Shielfoot 
and Croft 4 Shielfoot.

If you consider you have 
a relevant interest in this 
application, you may submit 
comments in writing to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or email 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING DIRECTION 

ISSUED

I & M MacEachen
2 Toigal, Arisaig & Moidart
0.118 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
67559
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4

Conditions

(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

16/01837/PIP

16/03105/FUL

16/03377/FUL

16/03459/FUL

16/03524/FUL

16/03525/FUL

16/03570/FUL

Development  Address

Development Site opposite 
Spean Crescent, Spean 
Bridge

Land 165M East of Fiunary 
Farm, Lochaline, Morvern

The Slipway, Annat Pier, 
Corpach, Fort William

Old Railway Embankment 
South of Daylesford, 
Banavie, Fort William

Land 120M North of 
Ardlochy House, Gairlochy, 
Spean Bridge

Grounds of Caman View,
West Tirindrish, Spean 
Bridge

Land 15M NE of Glenuig 
Community Shop, Glenuig

Proposal Description

Proposed housing development

Erection of house,installation of 
septic tank and soakaway

Erection of Steel frame, PVC Fabric 
Clad Boat Shed, new slipway (800 
ton capacity with 4 rail system) and 
improvements of existing slipway

Erection of house and detached 
garage

Formation of serviced house site 

Formation of serviced house site

Siting of temporary building on 
vacant land for use as a visitor centre 
displaying information on the history 
and heritage of Moidart

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below 
during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02144/PP Change of use of opticians to residential 
accommodation

16 Charlotte Street Port Ellen Isle 
of Islay Argyll and Bute PA42 7DF 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

16/01971/MFF Expansion of fin fish farm to comprise 10 
x 80 metre cages and increase in extent 
of moorings

Port Na Mine Fish Farm (Etive 3) 
Inverawe Taynuilt Argyll 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02055/LIB Internal and external alterations, erection of 
extension, Victorian walkway and smoking 
shelter

Tigh An Truish Hotel Clachan Seil 
Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4QZ

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

16/01749/PP Installation of new door and screen Kilchrenan Inn Kilchrenan Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute PA35 1HD 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02116/PP Erection of 2 dwellinghouses and garages Land North East Of Cuan House 
Cuan Ferry Isle of Seil Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4RB

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

16/02064/PP Alterations and change of use of first 
floor restaurant storage into bedrooms for 
letting purposes.

Cottage Restaurant Main Street 
Bowmore Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute PA43 7JJ

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

16/02042/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with detached 
garage and formation of new vehicular 
access (amendment to planning permission 
reference 14/02629/PP

Land South of Kentallen Farm Aros 
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

16/02090/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation 
of septic tank (redesign and relocation of 
dwellinghouse approved under 10/00761/PP)

Land East of Fasgadh Kirkton 
Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02122/PP Erection of outbuilding and erection of 
detached garage

Land At Former Sawmills Site 
(Plot 5) Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1HY 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02156/PP Alterations and erection of decking to NLB 
depot building

Commissioners of Northern 
Lighthouses Gallanach Road Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4LS 

Oban Area Office

16/02158/LIB Alterations and erection of decking to NLB 
depot building

Commissioners of Northern 
Lighthouses Gallanach Road Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4LS 

Oban Area Office

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(ROUTE A816 LOCHGILPHEAD TO OBAN ROAD)(TEMPORARY SPEED 
RESTRICTION) (NO.2) ORDER 2016
On Monday 15th August 2016, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any 
vehicle at a speed exceeding 30mph on the length of road specified in the schedule below. 

The restrictions imposed by this order are required due to an increase in vehicle activity whilst upgrading works are ongoing 
at Tullich Treatment Plant. The reduced speed limit will be in operation when indicated by signs, from 0000 hours on 8th 
September 2016 until 2359 hours on 8th September 2017or until the works are complete, whichever is the earliest.

SCHEDULE – TEMPORARY 30 MPH SPEED RESTRICTION
That length of the A816 Lochgilphead to Oban Road, extending from a point 30 metres or thereby south of the centreline of 
McCaig Road (at the termination of the existing 30mph speed limit) in a generally southerly direction to a point 173 metres 
or thereby north-west of the centreline of the Auction Mart Access Road (UC130), a total length of 880 metres or thereby.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

THE A82 TRUNK ROAD (NORTH BALLACHULISH TO SOUTH OF
FORT WILLIAM) (40MPH AND 50MPH SPEED LIMITS) ORDER 2016

THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have made the 
above Order under section 84(1)(a) and 124(1)(d) of, and paragraph 27 
of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffi c Regulation Act 1984(a).
The effect of the Order is as described in the Oban Times and West 
Highland Times dated 19th November 2015, and in the Edinburgh 
Gazette issue number 27642 dated 20th November 2015. The Order 
comes into force on Monday 22nd August 2016.
A copy of the Order as made, the relevant plan and the Revoked Order 
may be inspected free of charge until 23rd September 2016 during 
normal business hours at the offi ces of Transport Scotland, Buchanan 
House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF; Fort William Library, 
Airds Crossing, High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EU and Kinlochleven 
Community Library, Riverside Road, Kinlochleven, Argyll, PH50 4QH.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/road-and-traffi c-orders/
north-west-traffi c-orders.
J J MORAN 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers,
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

To advertise in the Public Notices section 
please call 01631 568000
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 85 onwards.

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4 x 4 consiered,

also non-runners, failures, single 
or double cab.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  
Tel 07703490572

ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

01786 462426

Over 100 used cars in stock.
We have bought and sold used cars since 1979.

Delivery & pickup to Oban area available.

In Stirling

www.johnstonmotors.co.uk

Task Force 18 Mercury 60 hp

Tel: 07824 665 099

4 stroke, 3yrs old, 2yrs 
warranty. Low engine 
hrs, indespension trailer, 
Raymarine GPS, VHF 
radio, nav lights, deck 
lights, hydraulic steering, 
usb fm radio. New 
Battery. Auto bilge 
pumps.

£6750 ono

01866 822390 / 07795 211973

VW Golf GT Sports TDI 170
08,under 80,000miles
Black - 5 door hatch
6 speed manual
Heated leather seats
Low pro� le alloys
FSH, MoT June 2017

£5,500

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the offi cial magazine 
of the Standing Council of 

Scottish Chiefs, the new-look 
Scots Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65/16 Dacia Sandero Laureate, DCi, 5Dr, Black, 200 Miles.........£9,995
65 Dacia Sandero Ambience, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Red,
Delivery Mileage ......................................................................£8,795
64 Dacia Duster Access 1.6, 4WD, White, 8,500 Miles ...............£9,250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles .......£8,250
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles ........£12,650
14 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Silver, 6500 Miles ........................£10,750
14 Renault Clio DYN M/Nav 1.2,  5 Dr Red, 10,850 Miles...........£9,250
63 Renault Clio EXP+ 1.2, 5 Dr, H/Back, Grey, 22,000 Miles......£7,850
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles...............£9,450

13 Renault Clio Dyn , M/Nav, 1.5, DCi, 5Dr, Blue, 32,150 Miles....£7,995
61 Renault Wind Roadster, GT Line 1.6 Convertible, Black, 
58,000 Miles ........................................................................................£5,250
59 Ford Focus 1.6 TDi Estate, Gray 93,000 Miles .......................£3,595
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............. £3,750
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ..............£4,250
                                                                                                                   
COMMERCIALS
65 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business+ DCi Silver, 10 Miles ......£13,750+VAT
15 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business, DCi, White, 3900 Miles ..£12,500+VAT
62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles .....£7,250+VAT

11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
60 Renault Kangoo ML19, DCi, White, 54,000 Miles ............£4,500+VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Vauxhall Corsa 1.2              Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple

Call Tony 07724434455

FRONT TIPPING DUMPER

25 / 30 years old, Lister Engine
Air Cooled, Small Diesel leak but runs 
well, Drymen - can be transported at 

an extra cost
£800

Sadler26 (1986) Finkeel

Phone 01369 701325

cruiser/racer 4/5 
berth. Beta 13hp 
engine (2008). Owen 
sails, autohelm,
Eberspacher, GPS etc. 
Extensive inventory.  
Moored Holy Loch.

£9,750

Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

Tel: 01770810249 (Arran)

Honda Jazz Silver 2003
72,200 mls; FSH at Kerr 
Baillie; unmarked inter, 
very good externally; 
two extra winter tyres 
(� tted);  MOT Nov. 
Owner has had to stop 
driving owing to health.

£1250 o.n.o

Tel: 01586 830621

Volkswagon FOX 55
2010, black, 3 door 
hatchback, only 
20,000 miles, 1200cc, 
FSH, MOT 30/1/17
£3,500 ono

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Tel 01324 715118

Renault Laguna
2002, Automatic, 

Petrol, 1 owner, 70,000 miles, 
MOT July, 2017

£500

Tel 01880770264 after 6.00 p.m.

Royal En� eld 350 Bullet
2003 V.G.C.
new battery and new 
rear tyre.
MOT Jul 2017.
Bike will be sold with 
reg UMX985F
£1650

Contact Gordon 07776201304

2002 Cherokee Jeep 2.5 CRD
Sport , Tested to 
August 2017
In a good clean 
condition 
131,000 mileage
£1,500 ono

01680 300344

Fiat Punto Dynamic Multijet

07 Diesel, 90bhp, 
63000miles, 5 door 
hatchback, MoT end 
April 2017, full service 
history and bills.
£1,450

Tel 01546 606134

Renault Megane Dynamique Coupe
Y Reg, Full Service 
History, MOT till 
March 2017. 
66,000 mls
CD Autochanger, 
Elec windows
£900 ono

Tel: 01586 550407

2013 HYUNDAI I10
CLASSIC 85

Five door, manual, 24,200 miles, good 
condition, MOT April 2017

£4,000

07771 930975

Touring caravan wanted

2-4 berth, older model may suit if
in very good condition (no leaks) 

and reasonable price.
Cash sale

Tel 07554571070

Peugeot Boxer 2.2 HDi
03 reg. 8 months 
MOT, towbar, wood 
lined, power steering, 
CD player, E windows. 
Gd condition for year,
good on fuel.
£850 ono

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 
SECOND WEEK FREE

£32
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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PORSCHE Carrera Cup GB 
championship leader Daniel Cammish 
returns to Knockhill in Fife for rounds 11 
and 12 and will be hoping to repeat his 
double race-winning feat of 2015.

The Leeds-based driver enjoyed a close 
battle last year with 2014 champion Josh 
Webster, both drivers pushing each other 
hard at the front of the fi eld, leaving the 
rest trailing. By his own admission, the 
1.3-mile,  nine-turn circuit nestled in the 
countryside north of Dunfermline, is not 
one of his strong circuits. Despite this, 
Dan has a very impressive track record 
at Knockhill, having won three races at 
the track during his dominant Formula 
Ford campaign in 2013 in addition to his 
two 2015 Carrera Cup wins.

The stated aim, however, is to win and 
Dan will be doing his best to continue his 

winning streak in the Nationwide Crash 
Repair/PPG sponsored car. He currently 
leads the championship standings by 20 
points over nearest rival Dino Zamparelli. 
With 10 rounds gone and six remaining, 
Dan will be hoping to add to his seven 
wins this year with more victory trophies 
this weekend.

“There is a Carrera Cup group test on 
Tuesday then we will just go from there,” 
said Dan. “We did well there last year. 
It’s not a circuit that suits my style but 
we’ve got a new class of drivers this year, 
different people to race against, no Josh 
(Webster), no Mike (Meadows) so we’ll 
have to see if these guys are as good 
as they were. It’s one of those that I just 
have to get to and just do the best job I 
possibly can. I did it last year and I came 
away with two wins.”

Nationwide Repairs and Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB 

Nationwide’s message for racing at 
Knockhill is effi ciencies – incremental 
improvements add up to winning and 
increase performance! Just like the race 
team, Nationwide Repairs are about 
getting vehicles out on the road quickly, 
effi ciently and repaired to the highest 
standard.

To fi nd out more about Nationwide 
sponsoring Dan Cammish and highlights 
from Porsche Carrera Cup GB 2016 
races with related corporate messages 
visit: www.youtube.com/channel/
UCcW5aA7tQJpJcuDhYuH9yYg 

Rounds 11 and 12 will take place 
on Sunday 14 August at 10.15am and 
3.40pm respectively, with live coverage 
of round 12 on ITV4.

Cammish is Scotland bound as 
Carrera Cup heads to Knockhill

AUTOMOTIVE data experts cap hpi 
have revealed the fastest-selling used 
cars based on the latest market sales 
data. 

Philip Nothard, consumer and retail 
specialist at cap hpi, said: “Looking 
at the data from the number of used 
cars advertised in the UK we are able 
to identify the best-selling makes and 
models and how quickly they are being 
snapped up.

“The key positive for the used market 
to take from this is that there is strong 
appetite for used vehicles, particularly 
convertibles, executives, lower medium 
cars, MPVs, Superminis and SUVs, with 
an average selling period of just two 
days.”

The data examines sectors in the used 
car market analysing everything from 
city cars and coupe cabriolets to large 
executives to sports and supercars.

According to cap hpi, the fastest selling 
cars in the various car sectors are:

Vehicle Sector    Make & Model

City Car    Fiat 500 Hatchback

Convertible    BMW 3 Series Convertible

Coupe Cabriolet   207 Coupe Cabriolet

Electric    Vauxhall Ampera

Executive    Audi A5 Coupe/Diesel Coupe

Large Executive   Jaguar XJ Diesel

Lower Medium   Mitsubishi Carisma

Luxury Executive   Bentley Continental GT

MPV     Mercedes Viano Diesel

Sports    Audi TT

Supercar    Lamborghini Murcielago Coupe

Supermini    Ford Fiesta

SUVS    VW Tiguan (08-11)

Upper Medium   BMW 3 Series Coupe

Fastest Selling Used Cars 
revealed by CAP HPI

THE Mercedes-AMG GT S has been 
named by Jeremy Clarkson as one 
of his top 10 cars in The Sunday 
Times Driving.

The TV presenter, who will soon be 
fronting new Amazon Prime show, 
The Grand Tour, described the GT S 
as “extremely exciting” in his offi cial 
road test in The Sunday Times.

Clarkson noted: “Behind all 
the racing paraphernalia and 
the Mercedes-Benz suede and 
silicone, this is a modern-day 
muscle car. You sense this when 
you drive it. It feels raw. Much 
more raw than any of the other 
cars you can buy for this sort 
of money. It feels – how can I 

put this? – extremely exciting.”
The GT range launched a new 
generation of performance engine 
from Mercedes-AMG: a 4.0-litre V8 
unit which produces at least 462 
hp and can propel the vehicle to 
reach 62 mph from standstill in four 
seconds (510 hp/3.8 seconds for the 
GT S).

At the 2016 Goodwood Festival of 
Speed, Mercedes-AMG unveiled a 
new, even more powerful version of 
the GT, the GT R, with an output of 
585 hp and the ability to sprint from 0 
to 62 mph in 3.6 seconds.

The Mercedes-AMG GT and GT S 
are on sale now priced from £98,195. 
To fi nd your nearest retailer, visit 
www.Mercedes-Benz.co.uk.

Jeremy Clarkson names 
“Extremely Exciting” 
Mercedes-AMG GT S one of 
his top 10 cars

NEW 
CAR 

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk



fax machines.  Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TRAILERS

 WANTED
SEWING MACHINE Wanted 
Singer Sewing Machine 507. 
Must be in working order 
with foot control.  Telephone 
01631 720224.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

SAGE DEEP FAT FRYER 
recommended by Heston 
Blumenthal. Only used a few 
times.  Clean as if new,  £80 
Telephone 01631 740352².

 DOMESTIC PETS
YORKSHIRE TERRIER PUP-
PIES Registered Chipped and 
Vaccinated still with me due to 
time-wasters cheeky boy and 
pretty girl.  Telephone 01499 
302396.

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

BCS CULTIVATOR Series 
715 with extra cutter bar and 
instruction book.  In need of 
repair, offers around £90 Tele-
phone 01499 302046 after 6pm.

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE
BRAND NEW DOUBLE 
DIVAN BED complete with 
memory foam/orthopaedic 
sprung mattress, still in 

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

PERSONALS

PAINTING & DECORATING

OBAN BLINDS

WINDOW BLINDS
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www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 
unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 
wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography
Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe for only 
£15 

a year

NEW 

ISSUE 
OUT 
NOW

Hope you enjoy
your new 

Enduro bike
Best wishes Daddy x

Happy 9th birthday 
Robbie Lockhart

Hope you enjoy
your new 

Enduro bike

Robbie Lockhart

GAS SUPPIERS

TRADE SUPPLIES

INDESPENSION 
TRAILER 8X4

Twin axle trailer with
removable loading ramp, 

steel fl oor, led lights, good 
tidy condition.

£950
Tele 07717 792967.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
MACLAREN TRIUMPH 
PUSHCHAIR very good condi-
tion. Univ rain cover included,  
£40 Telephone 01852 314021.

 BUILDING / DIY
HEAVY METAL GATE 
HINGES 18”, suitable for large 
gates, 2 pairs,  £20 for 2 pairs 
Telephone 07733 694242 Oban.
SCRAP METAL Mild Steel 
channel & box section. Approx 
400Kg.  6’ lengths,  in Oban.  
Free. Telephone 01631 
570511.
TITAN BAND SAW SF8R with 
spare band.  Little used, cane 
be seen working.  Cost £80 
sell,  £25 Telephone 07733 
694242 Oban.

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

CAR STEERING WHEEL 
LOCK with key,  £10 Tele-
phone 07733 694242 Oban.
HALFORDS ROOF BOX 5 
x 3, roof bars and brackets 
included,  £50ono Telephone 
01586 553533.
ROOF RACK for Ford Transit 
Connect,  £60 Telephone 
07795 546650 Dunbeg.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250
VAUXHALL CORSA Wheel 
Trims 185/65R15, new,  £10 
Telephone 07899 673782.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

ANDROID PAD 10ins pad with 
latest lollipop 5.1.1 system, 
also cover, unwanted gift,  £55 
Telephone 01631 564012.
BLACK AND WHITE COPIER/
PRINTER Rex Rotary black/
white copier and printer. New 
owner to collect from Oban. 
Call/email for details,  FREE 
to a good home.  Telephone 
01631 567797.

packaging.  Can deliver, cost 
£450 will sell,  £180 Telephone 
07555 644702.
SOFA DOUBLE BED mink 
colour.  Width between arms 
145cm.  See Argos cost 
£370, hardly used, excellent 
condition.  Will sell for,  £99 
Telephone 01631 565142.
TEAK DINING ROOM TABLE 
double pedestal, seats 8 & 6 
chairs and 2 carvers, North 
Connel,  £250 Telephone 
01631 710461.

 GARDEN
CAST IRON LAWN ROLL-
ER vintage, in good working 
order, repainted for garden 
display, call for details,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564578.
CAST IRON RAIN  HOPPERS 
for replacement use or for 
garden planters.  Getting 
hard to find now,  £25 
Telephone 01631 564578.
GARDENLINE ELECTRIC 
Lawn Rake GVM-600(Aldi).  
Takes out moss, little used.  
Can be seen working,  £15 
Telephone 07733 694242 
Oban.
SMALL REFURBISHED 
VINTAGE implement and 
wheelbarrow wheels.  
Freshly painted and will 
make great garden feature,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
564578.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Office Hours.
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY 
POTS various shapes and 
colours, ideal garden plant-
ers or ornamental features, 
prices from,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.
VINTAGE CARTWHEELS 
E d w a r d i a n / V i c t o r i a n 
from smal l  to very large, 
repainted for garden 
or hotel  display, pr ices 
start  at ,   £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
POPULAR PATCHWORK 
good number of popular patch-
work magazines, excellent 
condition, full with patterns and 
designs, call evening,  £1 each 
Telephone 01852 300154.
SEWING MACHINE Silver 
Crest 33076 sewing machine 
in immaculate condition. Runs 
very smoothly. Has the manual 
and accessories included,  £30 
Telephone 01631 740207.
STAMP COLLECTION Literal-
ly 1000’s of stamps including 
nice sets , stock books and 
lots of extras. Must be viewed. 
Absolute Bargain!,  £99.99 
Telephone 01631 358731.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

METALIC BED double bed 
grey metal, excellent condition. 
can deliver to Oban. Call 
evening,  £30 Telephone 
01852 300154.

 HOUSE 
CLEARANCES

GARAGE CLEARANCE 2 x 
petrol pressure washers, 1 
petrol generator, 1 x diesel 
generator & 1 diesel welder,  
Open to offer Telephone 01852 
300557².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
CANADIAN CANOE good 
condition, 3 paddles,  £500 
Telephone 07770 492551.
WINDSURFER Older style 
complete with Mast, sail 
ect,  £85 Telephone 01852 
300557².

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

FRANK THOMAS SUB 
ZERO AQUA Leather motor 
bike gloves, dark red and 
black. In new condition. Size 
men’s medium/large,  £30 
Telephone 07801 352184.
MOTORBIKE JACKET 
Weise Invicta 3 textile jacket 
in black and blue. Excellent 
condition. Size large/ X 
large,  £50 Telephone 07801 
352184.
MOTORCYCLE GLOVES 
Akito ‘Hi-Speed’ leather 
lighter weight gloves in red, 

black and white with metal 
studs on heel of palm. Good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
07801 352184.
MOTORCYCLE GLOVES 
Akito ‘Hi-Speed’ red, black 
and white with metal studs on 
heel of palm. Good condition. 
Size small/ medium,  £10 
Telephone 07801 352184.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

AFRICAN DRUM  wood and 
skin excellent condition. Call 
evening,  £20 Telephone 
01852 300154.
MARSHALL LEFT HAND-
ED Electric Guitar LEFT 
HANDED  by Marshall Amps. 
Includes padded gig bag, 
strap and cable. Never used 
but out of packaging,  £65 
Telephone 01546 510242.
YAMAHA KEYBOARD 
CTK1200 vgc, with stand, 
practice book, original 
box,  £50 Telephone 01852 
314021.

 OUTDOOR 
SPORTS 

EQUIPMENT
PEDAL GO KART rubber 
tyres, reverse, adjustable 
seat, brake. From about 7 
to adult, 2 available,  £99 
Telephone 01852 314021.

 POULTRY
SKYE PULLETS & GUINEA 
FOWL black or brown or pure 
breeds.  Telephone 01470 
572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

ENVELOPES Wide range 
of sizes and colours, sold 
individually or by the box.  
Contact Krisp Print.  Tele-
phone 01586 554975.
PAPER & CARD A4/A3 size, 
sold in reams or by the box, 
ideal for copiers, lasers and 

TIKKA T3 223
plus A tec mod plus scope 

plus bipod,

£875
REMINGTON 

1100
3 shot cutts comp

 £225
STARLITE 
ARCHER

grade D

 £850
FAC required

Tel 07967 143910

SALE OF 
HOUSE 

CONTENTS
19-22nd August 10am at 

Crofters Cottage, Glasdrum 
Trust, Drimnin, Morvern, 

PA80 5XZ
Everything must go!



First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work 

after study.

First Name & Surname

ONLY 
£32.50
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Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

£20,000 prize fund available for 
churches in national competition

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Thought for the week
Isaiah 56.3 “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to 

our own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

ONE of the great prayers in the 
Episcopal Church which we 
sometimes use in our Morning 
Services is the Confession. It  
allows us to prepare ourselves 
and to make a clean breast of 
all the things that separate us 
from God.  
One phrase in the prayer  
always strikes me. “We have 
erred and strayed from Thy 
ways like lost sheep....”
Here in Argyll, we are used to 
lost sheep. Ewes or lambs on 
the road or on the wrong side 
of a fence bleating anxiously 
and wandering this way and 
that.
Sometimes we are like that. 
We have all done it. We forget 
about the God who created 
us;  we forget to treat our 

neighbour as we ourselves 
would like to be treated; we go 
down paths of self-indulgence; 
we give way to physical 
temptations of every sort; we 
walk past injustices to our 
fellow beings; we help in the 
destruction of our planet.
Our walk through the paths 
of life can often be pleasant. 
There are green pastures and 
quiet moments but sooner or 
later we turn away to our own 
ways which can often be dark.
If we are to go onwards and 
upwards we need a guide: 
someone who can take our 
selfish and unloving ways and 
heal us from them so that 
we can reach the sunlit fresh 
uplands of the soul where we 
can see the wider  view.

 A prayer I know in English 
and Gaelic sums all that up :

Gun trèoraich am Buachaille 
Mòr sinn gus,tro slighean lùbach 
Nach ‘eil gun lòintean uaine ‘s 

uisgeachan tha ciùin,
Dìrichidh  sinn gun tuigse 
gu bàrran nan beanntan 

bith-bhuan 
Far a bheil na gaoithean fi onnar 

‘s an t-sealladh glòirmhor.
Let the Great Shepherd lead and 

by winding ways, not without 
green pastures and still waters, 
we shall climb insensibly and 

reach the tops of the everlasting 
hills, where the winds are cool 

and the sight is glorious. 
                                    AMEN 
                                     J.M.M.

GRADUATION

Neill Bo Finlayson
Of Corpach has graduated from the University of 

Glasgow, LL.B Hons in Law and Politics, First Class.
Neill Bo is the son of Lorna and Finlay Finlayson and 
attended Banavie Primary and Lochaber High School.

Caitlin Campbell Smith
Graduated with B.A. Hons in Communication Design 

from The Glasgow School of Art. Daughter of Eric and 
Carma Smith, Oban; granddaughter of Nan and the late 
Alex Smith, Oban and the late John and Rena Campbell, 
Port Ellen, Isle of Islay. Caitlin is a former pupil of Park 

Primary School and Oban High School.

Rosie Matheson
Graduated with Law LLb (Hons) from Aberdeen 

University. Daughter of Neil and Shiona Matheson and 
granddaughter of Katie Ann Matheson  and the late Murdo 
Ian Matheson. Rosie is a former pupil of Rockfi eld Primary 

School and Oban High School.

IT IS NOT too late for 
churches in Scotland to 
enter a national competition 
and win a top prize of 
£10,000 or five runner-up 
prizes of £2,000 each. 
The competition, which 
aims to find the best 
community engagement 
initiatives run by churches, 
however big or small, is still 
open for entries until the 
end of this month. 
The significant £20,000 
prize fund has been put 
forward by insurance 
company Ecclesiastical, 
which specialises in insuring 
some of the most iconic and 
unique buildings in the UK, 
including churches. 
Churches across the 

country have rushed to 
enter their projects into the 
competition since its launch 
in May, but there is still 
time for more churches in 
Scotland to come forward 
with their initiatives and 
make sure they are in the 
running for the prizes. 
The competition titled 
‘Reaching out, inviting 
in – churches helping 
communities’ is open 
to Anglican churches in 
the UK, and sets out to 
find ideas and initiatives 
that have helped local 
communities.
 Churches can enter any 
activity they have organised 
in the past 12 months, so 
the initiative doesn’t have 

to be currently active. 
For example, it can be an 
ongoing campaign or a one 
off community outreach 
project.
The entries must be clearly 
aimed at supporting, 
helping or reaching out 
to local communities (not 
primarily for fundraising).
Applications for the 
competition are available 
online at www.ecclesiastical.
com/churchcomp where you 
can also read the full terms 
and conditions. 
Applications must be 
received by August 31, 
2016 with winners being 
announced at an award 
ceremony in London on 
November 9, 2016.

Doctor Heather Carol MacMillan
Graduated with MBcHB from Edinburgh University 
on Saturday July 2, 2016. Eldest daughter of Kenneth 

MacMillan and Carol Findlay. Granddaughter of David 
and Irene, also John and Sheila, Oban.

Mairi Katherine MacMillan
Graduated with Master of Arts International Business 
Management (Hons) on Friday June 24, 2016. Younger 

daughter of Kenneth MacMillan and Carol Findlay. 
Granddaughter of David and Irene, also John and Sheila, 

Oban.

Call
01631

568000
Celebrate your 
Graduation

Only 
£32.50

BIRTHS

PALMER - MACLEOD 
- Alan and Rebekah are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their beautiful 
daughter, Orlaith, on August 
14, 2016. First grandchild 
for Tom and Morag Palmer, 
Portree, Isle of Skye and for 
Ivor and Anne MacLeod, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull. 
Huge thanks to the Oban 
midwife team and staff at 
the Royal Alexandra Maternity 
Unit, Paisley.

DEATHS

BISSET - Colin Gothard 
Bisset passed away suddenly 
on July 29, 2016, on the 
Isle of Mull, aged 44 years. 
Loving partner of Anne, beloved 
son of Dr John and Morag 
Bisset, Eccles, dear brother 
of Kenneth and devoted dad 
of Sophie, New Zealand. 
Forever in our hearts.
CAMERON - Peacefully at 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch, on Sunday 
August 7, 2016, aged 82, 
Elizabeth, a beloved mother, 
sister and aunt. Funeral took 
place on Friday August 12.
FORREST - Sheila. 
Peacefully, at Abbeyfi eld 
Nursing Home, Ballachulish 
on August 11, 2016, aged 
90 years. Much loved 
sister of  Erick and the late 
Helen, Morag and Vera, 
beloved aunt of Michael, 
Kathleen, Andrew, Robin 
and Fiona. Great-aunt of 
Jenni, Emma, Gabrielle and 
great-great-aunt of Isla, 
Ben and Bonnie. Funeral 
service will be held on 
Tuesday August 30, 2016 in 
St. Munda’s Parish Church, 
Ballachulish; thereafter a 
private cremation will be 
held. Family fl owers only 
please. Donations if desired, 
to Abbeyfi ed Nursing Home 
can be given at the church 
door or forwarded to John 
McLellan Funeral Directors, 
Dudley Road, Fort William.
MACKENZIE - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on August 12, 2016, Iain, 
beloved husband of Rachel, 
much loved dad to Helen, 
Margaret and Iona and loving 
papa to Scott, Calum, Jordan 
and Rachel.
MACLACHLAN - Flora 
née Gunn. Peacefully in 
her 85th year at the Belford 
Hospital, Fort William on 
Thursday August 11, 2016, a 
much loved mother, mother-
in-law, grandmother and great-
grandmother who will be 
sorely missed. Funeral service 
will take place at Ballachulish 
Parish Church at 1pm on 
Friday August 19, followed by 
interment at Duror Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please.
MACQUARRIE - 
Peacefully at home on 
August 11, 2016, surrounded 
by her family and in her 
90th year , Theresa (née 
MacQueen), beloved wife 
of the late Iain MacQuarrie, 
a dear sister, aunt and great-
aunt. Sadly missed.

McCLOUNNAN - 
Peacefully after a short 
illness, at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on August 
4, 2016, aged 65, Margaret 
(née Macdonald), much 
loved mum of Stewart and 
David, a dear sister, aunt and 
friend to many.
NICOLSON - Margaret 
Nicolson (née Beaton) 
passed away peacefully 
with her family by her 
side in Sydney, Australia 
on Wednesday August 10, 
2016, aged 83. She was a 
loving widow of Alasdair, 
dear loving mother of 
Susan, Fiona and Sheila 
and proud grandmother 
to Dane, Kayley, Jett and 
Skye. Sorely missed by all 
the family.
ROBERTSON - Peacefully 
at North Argyll House, 
Oban on August 11, 2016, in 
her 95th year, Dr Katherine 
May Robertson OBE (Kate), 
beloved wife to the late 
Rev Lindesay Robertson 
MBE, loving mum to Fiona 
and Catherine. Funeral will 
take place from Kilninver 
Parish Church, Kilninver 
on Tuesday August 23, 2016, 
at 12.30 pm., thereafter to 
Kilninver Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations 
in lieu of fl owers for Child 
Survival in Malawi.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACCALLUM – The family 
of the late Very Rev. Norman 
Donald MacCallum would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for the 
support, kindness and many 
expressions of sympathy 
they received following the 
sad loss of Norman. Thanks 
also to those who paid their 
respects at the services in St. 
John’s Cathedral, Oban and St. 
John’s Church, Ballachulish. 
Our thanks to all who cared for 
Norman, including the staff at 
Lorn Medical Centre and St. 
John’s Hospital, Livingston, 
as well as the ambulance staff 
Jason O’Connell and Laurie 
Cameron. Many thanks to 
Ian MacInnes of D&A Munn 
undertakers for very effi cient 
funeral arrangements. Sincere 
thanks to the Rt. Rev. Kevin 
Pearson, the Rt. Rev. Martin 
Shaw, Norman Nicholson, the 
choir of St. John’s Cathedral 
and piper Fergus Carmichael 
for their contribution to the 
comforting services in Oban and 
Ballachulish. The family 
would also like to thank 
the Isles of Glencoe hotel 
for catering arrangements. 
Barbara, Malcolm and 
Mairi would fi nally like to 
thank everyone who donated 
£1238.80 to Glasgow Children’s 
Hospital (Yorkhill) and St. 
John’s Hospital, Ward 19A, 
Livingston.

MEMORIAMS

CAIRNS - In loving memory 
of my sister and our aunt Christine 
who died August 17, 2008.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts forever there.
- Cathie and family, Caol, 
Corpach, Lochyside and Falkirk.

CAMPBELL - In loving memory 
of a dear auntie Tootsie, (Sarah), 
who died August 16, 1989. Silent 
thoughts of times together. Hold 
memories that will last forever.
- Catherine, Kenneth, Margaret 
and families.
CRUICKSHANK - Flora, 
died August 22, 2013, a much 
loved Mum. Another year has 
passed since you were taken.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Catherine x
CRUICKSHANK - Our 
beautiful Nanna Flora, Kind 
was your nature
True were your ways 
We treasure our memories
For the rest of our days
All our love
- Mark, Karen, Laura and 
families xxx
CRUICKSHANK - In loving 
memory of our dear dad 
Duncan and seanair, who 
passed away August 15, 2015. 
Quietly remembered every day
Sadly missed.
- Duncan, Margaret, Emma, 
Mhairi and families. xxxx
LAIRD - In loving memory 
of Davy, a much loved dad and 
gaga, who died August 17, 2011.  
Time passes memories stay 
Gladly remembered every day. 
- The Laird family.
MACGILLIVRAY - Katherine.
Mum, two years have passed 
since you left
Miss you and think about 
you every day
You’ve left me with so much 
care and love
That will last forever
You will always be by my side.
- Paul.
MACKAY - In loving 
memory of  our mum Alison, 
who died August 20, 2012.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you’re always there
Also remembering our dad 
Bill, died April 28, 2010.
- Alison, Caroline, Billy and 
families.
PENROSE - In loving memory 
of my beloved husband Jackie, 
who died August 20, 2015.
Close in my heart you will stay
Loved and remembered every day
- Jean
You will always live on in the 
hearts and minds of the loving 
family you left behind.
- Marion and family
PENROSE - In loving 
memory of Jack, who died 
on August 20, 2015. 
Sadly missed by all.
- Gal, Val and family.
PENROSE - In loving 
memory of Jack, brother-in-
law and uncle, sadly missed.
- Peter, Marion and family.

POTTER – Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
father and danda, Thomas 
Potter, who died at An Airigh, 
Dalmally on August 15, 1980.
Loved and remembered 
always by his wife and family.
ROBERTSON – In memory 
of my dear wife Heather, who 
passed away August 17, 2007.
Behind a smile there’s 
many a tear
For ones we loved and lost 
so dear
To a beautiful life came a 
sudden end
She died as she lived 
Everyone’s friend.
Missed always.
- Donald.
WELLS - Remembering our 
dear son and brother Gary, who 
died tragically on August 19, 2014.
Loved and missed so much by
- Mum, Dad, Sharon, Dawn, 
John and Aine xxxx.
The tears in our eyes
We can wipe away
The ache in our hearts
Will always stay.
WELLS - We love and miss 
you so much dad.
Remembering you is easy we 
do it every day
Missing you is the heartache
That never goes away.
- Lewis, Robert, Jack and 
Niamh.xxxx
WYLIE - In loving memory of 
a dearly loved husband, dad and 
granda, Robert Magnus (Bob), 
who died August 18, 2014.
Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.
- From your loving wife 
Catherine and your girls Diane, 
Maree, Lorna and Rebecca
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Football

Ten out of ten as Oban Saints dump
Argyll rivals

Oban Saints                     10
Campbeltown Pupils       0
SAFL Premier Division

TWO goals on his competitive 
debut for youngster Daniel 
Croarkin put the icing on the 
cake for Saints manager Alex 
Craik as he watched his charges 
put ten past Argyll rivals Camp-
beltown Pupils at Glencruitten 
last Saturday afternoon.
 An Argyll Derby had all the 
makings of a tricky opening 
day fixture for Saints, however 
the home side received a 
major boost when injuries and 
holidays forced Pupils to name 
a virtually unrecognisable line-
up.
 Only four players remained 
from the corresponding fixture 
last season with the absence of 
Gary Grumoli, Pupils top scor-
er for the past eight seasons, a 
significant omission.
 Saints welcomed back Willie 
Gemmell and Dean Smith to 
the squad that narrowly lost out 
in the Argyll and Bute Cup the 
previous week. Also making 
a welcome return was skipper 
Marc Maccallum missing 
through injury since the D&K 
Lafferty Cup. 

Marc won the toss of referee 
Jimmy Litster’s coin and 
elected to kick off attacking the 
railway end. Glencruitten had 
successfully passed an early 
morning pitch inspection and 
was in remarkably good condi-
tion given the recent heavy rain 
which continued to fall before 

his shot wide with Coffield 
caught in no man’s land.

The Saints pressure finally 
bore fruit in the 17th minute 
when Craig MacEwan stooped 
on the six yard line to head 
home a Ross Maitland cross 
from the right. Ross was the 
provider again in the 23rd 
minute picking out Donald 
Campbell in the box to slot past 
Robert Coffield to make it 2-0.

Saints experienced midfield 
triumvirate of Myles McAuley, 
Paul Kerr and Willie Gemmell 
were totally dominant in the 
middle of the park allowing 
Willie to use his excellent 
passing range to good effect. A 
raking ball from Willie started 
the move for Saints third goal 
in the 25th minute sending 
Craig MacEwan towards the 
bye-line wide on the right. With 
an exquisite touch Craig pulled 
the ball down and looped a 
cross into the six yard box for 
Ross Maitland to knock into 
the roof of the net with his left 
foot.

Saints added a fourth in the 
31st minute from a corner kick 
on the right won by Donald 
Campbell. Ross Maitland 
found the head of David McAr-
thur with another good delivery 
with the Saints full back 
unlucky to see his powerful 
downward header stopped on 
the line by Grant Grant. Myles 
McAuley won the ball from 
the Pupils defender and laid it 
back to Donald Campbell who 
thumped an emphatic finish 
into the net from seven yards. 

The movement of the Saints 
front three had the Pupils 
defence chasing shadows and 
almost immediately from the 
restart only a well timed last 
ditch tackle from Keith Mitch-
ell prevented Donald Campbell 
from adding to the scoring after 
a perfectly weighted through 
ball from Craig MacEwan had 
Donald bearing down on goal.

Saints’ incessant pressure told 
just two minutes later when 
Scott Maitland made a driving 
run into the box passing up a 
shooting opportunity in favour 
of a lay off to Donald Camp-
bell. Donald cracked a shot off 
Robert Coffield’s left hand post 
and with the Pupils defence all 
at sea Craig MacEwan was on 
hand to roll the rebound into 
the net for goal number five.

In a quieter spell leading up to 
the interval Martin McCallum 
demonstrated his shooting 
ability fizzing a free kick inches 
wide of Thomas McCulloch’s 
right hand post before referee 
Litster blew for half time. 

eventually clearing away after 
the opening 10 minutes. 

Saints made a sluggish start 
and survived a scare in the 
fifth minute when the visitors 
almost punished some docile 
defending at a free kick. Paul 
Kerr was penalised for a foul 
on Ryan McConnachie 30 
yards from goal and slightly 
right of centre. Pupils took 
the free kick quickly sending 
Martin McCallum tearing off 
up the right wing and catching 
the Saints defence asleep. Mc-
Callum sent a dangerous cross 
into the box which was turned 
goalward and cleared off the 
line before Ryan Gilchrist fired 
the loose ball narrowly wide of 
Thomas McCulloch’s left hand 
post.

Saints were eventually awok-
en from their slumber by some 
stern words from the sidelines 
from Gaffer Craik. They tested 
Robert Coffield in the Pupils 
goal for the first time in the 
eighth minute. Craig MacEwan 
flicked on a Willie Gemmell 
pass into the path of Donald 
Campbell who sent in a looping 
right foot shot from 22 yards 
to which Coffield got both 
hands pushing the ball over his 
crossbar. 

Ross Maitland had two chanc-
es within a minute firstly being 
foiled by a finger tip save by 
Coffield after cutting in from 
the right and firing a low shot 
across the keeper. Secondly 
making poor contact with an 
effort from 16 yards screwing 

The visitors managed to keep 
the Saints attack at bay for only 
nine second half minutes before 
Donald Campbell completed 
his hat-trick. Ross Maitland 
made a devastating run on the 
right leaving two defenders 
trailing in his wake and flight-
ing over another excellent cross 
to the back post where Donald 
Campbell climbed well against 
Grant Grant to head back 
across Robert Coffield and into 
the postage stamp corner.

Coffield was powerless to 
stop Craig MacEwan from 
completing the second hat-trick 
of the day when Craig made a 
near post run to glance Ross 
Maitland’s corner from the 
right inside the far post for 
Saints seventh. 

A rare loose finish from 
Donald Campbell after beating 
the offside trap was a let-off 
for the beleaguered Pupils de-
fence. However, that was only 
a brief stay of execution before 
Donald and Ross Maitland 
took their respective goals and 
assists totals to four in the 62nd 
minute. Donald got the better 
of Shaun Grumoli at the back 
post to divert a cross from Ross 
high into the net putting Saints 
eight goals up with 28 minutes 
still to play.

Despite being totally out-
played the visitors never gave 
up and Saints central defensive 
pairing of Marc Maccallum and 
Dene Cassells had to maintain 
their focus to preserve their 
precious clean sheet. 

The Gaffer withdrew Myles 
McAuley, David McArthur and 
Craig MacEwan giving substi-
tutes Daniel Croarkin, Fraser 

MacFarlane and Dean Smith a 
twenty five minute opportunity 
to influence proceedings which 
they were to grab with both 
hands. 

Shortly after entering the fray 
Daniel Croarkin made a good 
block on the edge of his own 
box to block a shot from Martin 
McCallum who had been the 
visitor’s most potent goal threat 
throughout. 

As the match briefly threat-
ened to boil over Keith Mitchell 
found his way into referee 
Litster’s notebook for a late 
challenge on Paul Kerr and was 
closely followed by Dene Cas-
sells after a spot of retribution 
on the Pupils skipper. 

Mr Litster quickly brought 
things under control before 
Saints once more increased the 
pressure on the Pupils goal. 
All three Saints substitutes 
were involved in the build up 
for the ninth goal with Daniel 
Croarkin finishing off the move 
showing good strength on the 
ball to force his way into the 
box and calmly slot past the 
Pupils keeper from ten yards.

Young Daniel made it a 
dream debut double in the 
88th minute heading a Donald 
Campbell cross from the left 
high into the net to complete 
the scoring and send Saints into 
double figures.

Referee Jimmy Litster, who 
successfully kept the lid on a 
highly competitive Argyll der-
by, ended the agony for Pupils 
allowing only a bare minimum 
of stoppage time before blow-
ing the final whistle. 

Despite the emphatic score-
line full credit must go to the 

‘We pressed high up the
park and never let their
defence settle on the ball’

depleted Pupils team who kept 
plugging away all afternoon 
and will hope to be back to full 
strength before their next two 
extremely daunting fixtures 
against St Joseph’s and East 
Kilbride.

Manager Alex Craik was 
delighted with the performance 
of his team. He said: ‘Despite a 
sluggish start we played some 
great stuff today. Some of the 
inter-passing and running 

off the ball was excellent and 
everybody worked really hard 
for each other. We pressed 
high up the park and never 
let their defence settle on the 
ball.  I know they weren’t at full 
strength but I’m sure they will 
turn the corner when they get 
their full squad back.’  

Next up for Saints is a visit to 
face newly promoted Mother-
well Thistle at Wishaw Sports 
Centre, kick-off 2pm.

Donald Campbell is congratulated by Myles McAuley, Paul Kerr, 
David McArthur, Ross Maitland and Craig MacEwan after the 

Saints striker had  scored his third goal of the game.

Ross Maitland, who had a great game for Saints on the right � ank 
leaves Alan Glendinning in his wake.

Saints skipper Marc Maccallum congratulates young 
Daniel Croarkin on scoring his second and his

team’s tenth goal against Campbeltown Pupils.

OBAN Bowling Club’s Open Pairs was held on 
Saturday (August 13).

 Thirty pairs took part, with entries from Ar-
drishaig, Lochgilphead, Dumbarton, Clydebank 
and Old Kilpatrick joining teams from Oban. 

Two visiting teams had survived the quarter 
finals and they were drawn against two home 
teams.  The Lucas brothers from Old Kilpatrick 
ended the hopes of Anne and Neil MacDougall 

meanwhile the experienced pairing of Alistair 
Craig and George Annan from Ardrishaig were 
fighting a losing battle against the Oban duo of 
Andrew Forbes and Kyle Ross.

In the end the trophy remained in Oban with 
Andrew and Kyle coming out on top this year. 

Bowls

Andrew and Kyle lift the silverware
Andrew and Kyle with the Open Pairs trophy.

Prizewinners, left to right: Ryan Stewart, William McDermott, Alan Brown, Duncan MacColl, Roy 
Hornall, Craig McKay, Archie McBride and Donny MacPhail.

Duncan wins ‘down the line’ shoot
THE DAY, which started 
bright, ended in heavy rain but 
luckily the last line of shooters 
just beat the weather.

The competition took the 
form of two rounds of 25 clay 
targets using the club’s ‘down 
the line’ trap.
 This trap launches the clay 
targets randomly within a fixed 
lateral arc and variable height 
range. 
  There was a talented field of 

visiting guns who took the top 
four places in the senior com-
petition. However, there was 
no visiting opposition for the 
club’s junior members who gave 
a good account of themselves.  

Possible maximum
Duncan MacColl, from Lorn 

Clay Target Club, took the 
Pontin Cup with a score of 145 
points from a possible maxi-
mum of 150 points. 

One point behind was Alan 

Brown from Bute in second 
place.

 There was a tie for third 
place with 141 points between 
Roy Hornall, Glasgow ,and 
William McDermott, Bute.  
The final place went to Donny 
MacPhail from Glendaruel and 
Colintraive Gun Club with 140 
points.

It is very rewarding to see the 
progress of the club’s juniors.  
It takes nerve to stand in a line 

with seasoned shots as there is 
no variation in the standard of 
targets for juniors. 

The top junior score of 141 
points and the A F Whyte 
Cup went to Archie McBride.  
This score would have earned 
him third equal in the senior 
competition.

Second and third places 
went to Craig McKay and Neil 
Lamont with 103 and 97 re-
spectively. Ryan Stewart, a new 
member, shot 66 points.

The Pool Shoot is used as a 
warm up for the main compe-
tition. Four stands are used and 
the shooter has a pair of clays 
at each stand. These targets are 
difficult to hit and re-entry is 
allowed.

On Saturday there were 71 
attempts to hit all eight targets 
and it was junior Craig McKay 
who had a clear round and took 
the cash prize. 

Clay target shooting is a 
great sport for all age groups. 
Visit the website dunoonand-
district-ctc.com, for more 
information.

Shooting
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3350
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J MacDonald
Brogaig
Staffi n

J D  McVean
Kilmichael Glass.
Lochgilphead

Sports hub

Oban sports groups urged to get 
involved in national project
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is encouraging sports clubs 
and organisations in Oban and 
Lorn to register their interest 
if they want to get involved in 
a national Community Sports 
Hub (CSH) project.

Not only are Community 
Sports Hubs a great place to 
share ideas, they also increase 
the profile for sport and clubs 
in the community along with 
providing professional support 
from Active Schools, Sports 
Development and Scottish 
Governing Bodies.

Key programmes
The hubs are lottery-funded 

and are one of sportscotland’s 
key programmes which support 
local sports clubs to play their 

part in a world class sporting 
system. They focus on sustaina-
ble, community-led approaches 
that get clubs working together 
to develop welcoming, safe and 
fun environments for sport.

If you would like to become 
involved in this exciting project 
please register your interest by 
emailing Jillian Gibson, Com-
munity Sport Hubs Officer, at 
jillian.gibson@argyll-bute.gov.
uk or calling 01631 567892. 

There will also be an oppor-
tunity to find out more about 
Community Sport Hubs at a 
meeting on Tuesday August 
23 at 7pm in the McCaig Suite, 
Corran Halls.

The council’s policy lead 
for community and culture, 

Councillor Robin Currie said: 
‘This is a great opportunity for 
like-minded sports people to 
work in partnership, to share 
their resources and expertise 
and become stronger together. 

Opportunities
‘Community Sport Hubs offer 

a wide range of opportunities 
and encourage more people to 
become active. They engage the 
local community and promote 
leadership as well as offering a 
wide range of sporting oppor-
tunities. I hope that people of 
Oban and Lorn make the most 
of this opportunity and register 
their interest.’

THE REGIONAL draws for 
the Scottish Super Series 2016 
have been announced and 
young bowlers are seizing the 
opportunity to play.

With more than 800 entries 
the Scottish Super Series is 
already proving to be the way 
forward for the sport as the 
competition entries include 
young guns and experienced 
world class champions alike.

Two of the youngest entrants 
are just 12 and 13 years old.

Sisters Kirsty and Emma Gar-
gan of Oban Bowling Club have 
entered together in the pairs 
discipline and are amongst a 
number of young bowlers who 
will play in regional qualifiers 
on August 22 and 23.

Bowls

GENTS Open: Saturday 6 
August Scratch: The Davies 
Trophy: 1 Cameron Milne 
(Glencruitten) 69 BIH; 2 Clark 
Riddick (Southerness) 69; 
3  Stephen Brown (Bridge of 
Alllan) 72

Handicap: The Melia Quaich: 
1  Archie Hogg (Kenmore) 
63 BIH; 2 Alan MacPhee 
(Glencruitten) 63; 3 John 
Plunkett (Glencruitten) 64

Longest Drive: Category 
1 (9th only) – C Milne 
(Glencruitten); Category 2 (7th 
only) – Graham Herd (Killin)

Nearest the Pin: Category 1 
(8th  and 17th ) – G Anderson 
(Leven Thistle);  Category 
2 (5th and 14th) – S Gow 
(Glencruitten); 

All in two  (6th only) – A 
MacPhee (Glencruitten)

The Wee Claret Jug: (Best 
Local Overall) – Lee Douglas 
65.

CONNEL’S John McPhee 
endured a weekend to forget at 
the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg, 
Austria, with minimal position 
changes resulting in a 24th place 
fi nish in the Moto3 World Cham-
pionship round in Austria.

Having qualifi ed in 29th 
position, McPhee’s struggles 
continued in Sunday’s bright 
and dry conditions despite being 
promoted a place ahead of the 
race following the exclusion of 
Italian Romano Fenati by his Sky 
VR46 team.

But Racing Steps Founda-
tion-backed rider McPhee was 
unable to make further signifi cant 
progress when the lights went 
out; his Peugeot-badged Mahin-
dra struggling with horsepower 
defi cit to its rivals, particularly 
on the circuit’s uphill sections 
and long straights.

Having come out on top of 
an early tussle with the fellow 
Mahindra of Marcos Ramirez, 
McPhee set his sights on the Sky 

VR46 / KTM of Andre Migno 
with less than 0.1 seconds sepa-
rating the pair at times.

The battle between the pair 
prevented any further progress 
up the fi eld with Adam Norrodin 
pulling clear by over 10 seconds, 
while Ramirez’s defi cit to the duo 
also fell into double fi gures in the 
closing laps.

With the number of laps falling, 
the order remained stationary 
until McPhee managed to fi nally 
grab the place past Migno on the 
fi nal lap to grab an eventual 24th 
place, with his Peugeot Saxoprint 
team-mate Albert Arenas fi nish-
ing 22nd on his debut.

Leopard Racing’s rookie Joan 
Mir scored victory from pole 
position, with championship 
leader Brad Binder second. The 
Honda of Gresini Racing’s Enea 
Bastianini took third following 
the fi nal lap tussle for position. John McPhee, No 17, in action during the Austrian Grand Prix. Photo: Bonnie Lane

OBAN Lorne made the long 
trip to Dundee on Saturday to 
take on Caledonia Division 1 
side Harris Academy RFC.

The Green Machine were 
joined on the journey by 2xv 
players from Argyll and Bute 
RFC who were taking on 
another Dundee side, Panmure 
RFC, with that game also being 
held at Harris Academy’s Elliot 
Road ground.

An impressive squad of 34 
players travelled on the day 
despite several key players 
missing due to injury and work 
commitments.

Unfortunately Oban Lorne 
failed to build on the previous 
weekends home win against 
Garioch RFC as they went 
down 17-7 against a well organ-
ised and forwards dominated 
home team.

Oban were left frustrated they 
could not make the game more 
of a contest as they squandered 
several opportunities to score 
while pressurising the home 

Harris Academy                 17
Oban Lorne                        7
Pre-season fi xture

tryline. On six occasions the 
men in Green failed to score 
from a five metre lineout 
against a stubborn defence. 
Coach Corrie Louw will be 
looking to sharpen up his 
teams attacking options ahead 
of the start of the team’s West 
Division 1 opener in two weeks 
time.

Tommy Sutherland scored 
Oban’s only try of the day from 
close range, with the conver-
sion coming from Scrum Half 
Finlay Carmichael.

Despite the loss Oban are in a 
confident mood looking ahead 
to the new season. With key 
players such as Craig Wright, 
Corrie Louw, Lorne MacLa-
chlan, Struan Smith, Cammy 
Smith, Dave McCabe and Dom 
Ma all missing in the weekend’s 
loss these players will be a 
welcome addition back to the 
squad over the coming weeks.

The Oban side are back in 
pre-season action this Saturday 
when they make another long 
journey to take on North Ber-
wick RFC. North Berwick fin-
ished second in East Division 1 
last season and will be looking 
for another strong campaign 

under the command of head 
coach and former Scotland 
captain Jason White. White is 
assisted in his role at the club 
by fellow former Scotland In-
ternational Nathan Hines who 
is also part of Scottish Rugby’s 
National team coaching staff.

The first league fixture 
for Oban Lorne will be on 
Saturday August 27 at home 
to East Kilbride, KO 3pm at 
Glencruitten.

Oban Lorne’s new website 
will be launching soon – www.
obanlorne.co.uk

Panmure 45
Argyll and Bute 7
Argyll and Bute RFC joined 
Oban Lorne in their trip to 
Dundee on Saturday to take 
on Caledonia Division 2 side 
Panmure RFC, who are based 
in Broughty Ferry.

Despite a good first half 
showing Argyll eventually went 
down 45-7 in what was a valu-
able 80 minutes for the players 
involved.

Argyll and Bute kick off the 
2016/17 season away to Glas-
gow East RFC on Saturday 
27thof August.

Lorne lose out in Dundee

The choice of where to go for pre-match meals was made easier for Lochnell Football Club after their 
latest sponsorship deal was agreed. Oban’s Little Bay Cafe stepped in to provide a set of strips for 

the North Connel Club which have been proudly worn recently in the Oban Primary Football
 League. Proprietor Robert McKay is pictured with some of the players outside the 

Sta� ord Street Cafe.    

New kit for Lochnell youngsters

GLENCRUITTEN stood up 
remarkably well considering 
the rainfall leading up to the 
Open – a testament to the 
skills of Dougie MacIntyre 
and green staff.

Phillip Murphy won the 
Glencruitten Open on 
Saturday with a score of 63. 
David McCuish was second on 
64, and Cameron Milne third 
on 67.

In the Chrysler-Sunbeam 
Trophy Alan Jamieson was 
the winner with a score of 73 
– 12 = 61 (bih) from Andrew 
McHardy, and Graham 
McColl took third place with 
a score of 67 – 4 = 63. Alan 
Jamieson also had a hole in 
one at the 17th. 

Duncan Forgrieve won the 
Wellpark Trophy with a score 
of 78 – 17 = 61. Graham 
Darling was runner up with a 
score of 80 – 18 = 62.

Prizewinners at the recent Glencruitten Open. Left to right: Phillip Murphy, Alan Jamieson and 
Duncan Forgrieve.

Oban sisters play 
in Super Series

GENTS: August Medal - 1 
Graham Davidson 72-07-65; 2 
Tom Nunn 78-12-66; 3 Calum 
MacLean 83-16-67.
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Narrow win sees Newtonmore reach 
Camanachd Cup fi nal 

Kinlochshiel’s Keith Macrae and Newtonmore’s Andy Mackintosh in a tussle for the ball during last 
Saturday’s Camanachd Cup semi � nal at Bught Park, Inverness. Photo: Neil Paterson

Camanachd Cup – 
semi � nal
Kinlochshiel 1 
Newtonmore 2
Newtonmore are through to the 
Camanachd Cup Final after they 
beat Kinlochshiel 2-1 in their 
4.05pm throw up at the Bught 
Park.

Jordan Fraser returned for 
Kinlochshiel after missing the 
previous weekend’s league 
win over Kyles Athletic. New-
tonmore’s Jamie Robinson 
and Andy MacKintosh both 
recovered from knocks and both 
started. 

Newtonmore opened with the 
wind advantage but Kinlochshiel 
made a bright start with Keith 
MacRae and then Jordan Fraser 
threatening the Newtonmore 
goal early in the contest. 

Norman Campbell needed 
treatment after 10 minutes. He 
took a knock following a Finlay 
MacRae challenge which saw 
the two full centres lock horns. 
Campbell was able to continue 
but he was moved to full forward 
with Jamie Robinson going to 
full centre and Neil Stewart 
dropping back to wing centre. 

’Shiel had a grip of the midfield 
and Oliver MacRae flicked on 
a high Gordie MacDonald ball 

from the right before shooting 
low past the keeper’s left post.

Paul MacArthur was booked 
by referee Deek Cameron on 
15 minutes for a comment made 
after playing the ball forward 
from midfield. 

Newtonmore’s first real chance 
came a minute later as Chris 
Seller strode forward, but he 
tugged the ball past ’Shiel goalie 
Scott Kennedy’s right post. 

There was an opportunity for 
’More a minute later when Neil 
Stewart played the ball in from 
the right. 

Jamie Robinson pushed the 
ball into the heart of the ’Shiel 
defence, where it was missed 
by the back-line, and Norman 
Campbell surged forward to the 
left of the ‘D’ and took a touch 
before flicking the ball to the 
keeper’s right. But Scott Kenne-
dy was wise to it and he forced 
the ball away for a corner on the 
’More left. Norman Campbell 
took Paul MacArthur’s corner in 
the air but steered it wide of goal. 

As much as Kinlochshiel dom-
inated the opening 15 minutes, 
Newtonmore were coming more 
and more into the game and 
when Norman Campbell lofted a 
ball forward midway through the 
first half, David Falconer looked 
favourite to clear the danger but 
he missed his hit. 

Glen MacKintosh took advan-
tage but Scott Kennedy moved 
quickly across his goal to keep 
the ball out with his feet at his left 
post at the expense of a corner. 

Kinlochshiel were forced to 
make a change on 25 minutes 
when defender Conor Cormack 
suffered a serious hand injury 
which will require surgery. John 
Don MacKenzie came on in his 
place. 

’Shiel’s Mark MacDonald had 
to scramble the ball away for a 
corner after a dangerous Chris 
Sellar run and the irony of the 
earlier injury to Norman Camp-
bell was that the men from the 
Eilan looked a better unit with 
Jamie Robinson at full centre 
and Campbell at full forward. 

Evan Menzies was next to go 
close as he played a one-two with 
Norman Campbell before run-
ning in on goal. But he  wasn’t 
able to get any force in his shot, 
under pressure from John Don 
MacKenzie. 

The west coast side returned 
on the offensive and an Oliver 
MacRae shot went wide of goal 
following a ’Shiel set-piece after 
Steven MacDonald was penal-
ised for barging Jordan Fraser in 
the back. 

Kinlochshiel were moving the 
ball around nicely and when 
Gordie MacDonald set up Finlay 

MacRae around 22 yards from 
goal, his shot rose just over the 
top. 

It was Newtonmore who would 
take the lead on 39 minutes. 

Evan Menzies closed down a 
clearance on the Newtonmore 
left before playing the ball to 
Norman Campbell. Campbell 
moved away from goal before 
drifting the ball in to Glen 
MacKintosh who took it down 
with his back to goal. MacKin-
tosh made just enough space to 
shoot high towards the goal and 
although Scott Kennedy got a 
stick to the ball, he couldn’t keep 
it out of the net. 

Scott Kennedy had to move 
smartly to flick a low Chris Sellar 
shot from the right away for a 
corner as the contest moved into 
the closing stages of the first half. 

Sellar went close again before 
his side took their 1-0 lead into 
the break.

Kinlochshiel had the breeze 
in their favour in the second 
half but it took a superb Scott 
Kennedy save just under his bar 
to keep out a Norman Campbell 
drive on 54 minutes after Paul 
MacArthur had played the ball 
forward from midfield. 

Owen Fraser saved with his feet 
from John MacRae and MacRae 
went even closer with a low drive 
across goal from the resultant 
corner. Owen Fraser then saved 
with his feet again, this time 
from Oliver MacRae. Newton-
more made a couple of changes 
just short of the hour mark as 
Drew MacDonald and Ackie 
MacRae took over from Norman 
Campbell and Chris Sellar.

David Falconer needed treat-
ment after a midfield collision 
before Glen MacKintosh took 
an Evan Menzies pass and shot 
into the side-netting. 

Newtonmore doubled their 
lead on 68 minutes. A Neil Stew-
art shot from a Jamie Robinson 
pass was deflected for a corner. 

Ackie MacRae sent in the 
corner from the right and when 
the ball broke to Neil Stewart, he 
sent a low strike into the net, de-
spite Scott Kennedy’s attempts 
to keep the ball out with his feet.   

Kennedy then saved well with 
his hand from Glen MacKintosh 
after the ’More hit-man held off 
John Don MacKenzie and cut in 
from the left. 

Play quickly switched to the 
other end and a John MacRae 
shot flashed wide after a quick 
break forward on 71 minutes. 

A hurried Keith MacRae snap-
shot a couple of minutes later 
lacked power and the Kirkton 
side knew they needed to score 
next. 

’Shiel came within a whisker 
of pulling a goal back on 77 
minutes. John MacRae found 
Jordan Fraser and his shot took a 
deflection off man of the match 
Steven MacDonald before spin-
ning just past the post.

The Kinlochshiel goal was 
coming and it arrived following 
a set-piece a minute later. Oliver 
MacRae scooped the ball ahead 
of Keith MacRae, who lost his 
marker, and sent a low strike into 
the net from just inside the ‘D’ to 
make it 2-1.

Newtonmore immediately 
made their third change as 
Fraser MacKintosh took over 
from Jamie Robinson.  

Kinlochshiel continued to 
press but Newtonmore used 
their experience to see out the 
closing stages, although they did 
have a couple of late scares. First, 
Finlay MacRae broke down the 
right and played a one-two with 
John MacRae but his ball into 
the ‘D’ was bundled away for a 
corner at the back post by Rory 
Kennedy. Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae 
took over from Jordan Fraser 
before the corner was taken and, 
when it was, Owen Fraser got 
his legs behind a Keith MacRae 
effort at his left post. 

Kinlochshiel will rue not 

scoring when they were domi-
nant early in the match. Conor 
Cormack’s enforced substitution 
was another blow. 

Newtonmore now await the 
winners of this coming week-
end’s semi final meeting between 
Oban Camanachd and Lochaber 
at Taynuilt Sports Field.

Strathdearn Cup - 
semi � nals
Lochcarron 4 
Skye Camanachd 2
(after extra-time)
Lochcarron reached the Strath-
dearn Cup Final with a 4-2 
win over the Skye Camanachd 
second team after two hours of 
shinty in their semi-final tie at 
Battery Park.

Nick Dalgety got Lochcarron 
off to the best possible start with 
a goal in the opening minute. 

Ross Gordon equalised on 28 
minutes and the same player 
put the islanders 2-1 ahead four  
minutes into the second half.

A second Nick Dalgety goal on 
64 minutes tied the contest for a 
second time.

With no further scoring, refer-
ee Scott McNeil took the tie into 
extra-time. It was Lochcarron 
who went back in front through 
Sean MacCuish on 95 minutes 
and Peter MacKenzie made it 
4-2 a minute from the end of an 
exciting clash. 

Glenurquhart 2 
Kingussie 1
The Glenurquhart second team 
will play Lochcarron in the 
Strathdearn Cup Final after they 
beat the Kingussie second team 
2-1 at Blairbeg.

Kingussie made a strong start 
and their forwards saw plenty 
of the ball during the first five 
minutes of the tie.  

Glenurquhart came back into 
it with Stuart Reid at full centre 
getting to grips with the game. 

It was first blood to the ‘Glen’ 
on eight minutes when James 
MacPherson collected a pass 
from Callum Smith and, from 15 
yards out, his low shot went into 
bottom corner of net to make it 
1-0.

There was further delight for 
the home support on 12 minutes 
when James MacPherson ran 
some distance juggling the ball 
on his caman. 

MacPherson let the ball drop 
before almost losing it in a chal-

lenge. He recovered though to 
strike a low shot from the same 
position as his opening goal 
with the ball ending up in same 
corner of net.

Just before half hour mark, 
Kingussie moved Ronald Ross 
from buckshee back to full 
forward where he was well 
marked by Glen full back Paul 
MacKintosh.

With five first half minutes 
remaining, James MacPherson 
had the ball in the net once more 
but, to Glenurquhart’s frustra-
tion, referee Willie MacDonald 
blew for a foul on Rory Fraser.

Ronald Ross didn’t appear 
at the start of second half after  
limping during the latter stages 
of the first half.

Kingussie pulled a goal back 
on 81 minutes after a period of 
constant pressure. The Kings’ 
centre line were feeding the 
forwards and the Glen defence 
were struggling to keep the 
visiting forwards away from goal. 
The ball fell to the alert Roddy 
Young who sent a strike through 
a packed defence to make it 2-1. 
Just 30 seconds later, a fierce 
back-hand shot from Ronald 
Ross, who had returned to the 
field of play, was excellently 
saved with his hand by Cameron 
MacLennan.

Unlike his earlier spell in 
attack, Ronald Ross was now 
finding plenty of space and 
he sent a number of powerful 
shots on target, producing some 
fantastic saves from Cameron 
MacLennan in the ‘Glen’ goals. 
One particular back-hand rocket 
a minute from time resulted in 
the best save of all which had 
the ‘Glen’ support on their feet 
cheering their keeper.

There was late drama when ref-
eree Willie MacDonald awarded 
Kingussie a penalty after 
consulting with his goal judge. 
Prolific scorer Kevin Thain 
stepped forward but his powerful 
strike went wide of Cameron 
MacLennan’s left hand post.

His performance during a busy 
final 15 minutes made Cameron 
MacLennan a candidate for 
man of the match although 
Drew MacLennan at half back 
was also excellent whilst James 
MacPherson’s two goals made 
the difference.

The 2016 Strathdearn Cup 
Final between Lochcarron and 
the Glenurquhart second team is 
scheduled for Saturday Septem-
ber 10.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Skye Camanachd 1 
Lochaber 2
Lochaber took the points in their 
relegation battle with Skye Ca-
manachd, winning 2-1 at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye Camanachd were missing 
brothers Steven Morrison and 
Danny Morrison who were at a 
family wedding. 

Lochaber’s Danny Delaney 
served a one-match suspension 
for passing through the discipli-
nary points threshold. 

Neil MacDonald gave Lo-
chaber the lead on 22 minutes 
but an Iain Nicolson goal on 62 
minutes drew the sides level. 

The winner came from Loch-
aber’s Ben Delaney when the ball 
deflected into his path with five 
minutes remaining. 

Lochaber now move out of the 
league’s second relegation spot at 
Skye’s expense. Skye are a point 
behind eighth-placed Lochaber 
but they have two games in hand, 
starting with a trip to Balgate this 
coming weekend to play Lovat. 

The big games keep coming for 
Lochaber and they are now just 
days away from this weekend’s 
Camanachd Cup semi-final 
meeting with Oban Camanachd. 
Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson 
said. ‘We are looking forward 
to playing Oban Camanachd in 
the semi-finals of the Scottish 
Cup. We know and expect it will 
be a hard-fought match. Oban 
Camanachd are a good side and 
their league position tells you so.

‘I don’t think either team goes 
into this tie as clear favourites as 
both sides have been doing well 
this season, with the odd slip-up 
or blip along the way. There is 
evidently not a lot between the 
teams. We go into this match 
with no injury or suspension 
worries.’ 

Kyles Athletic P 
Oban Camanachd P
The match between Kyles 
Athletic and Oban Camanachd 
was postponed as the pitch at 
Tighnabruaich was ruled unplay-
able. 

The cancellation meant an 
unexpected free Saturday for 
Oban Camanachd ahead of this 
weekend’s Camanachd Cup 
semi final against Lochaber at 
Taynuilt Sports Field.

Oban Camanachd manager 

Cupa na Camanachd
Camanachd Cup Semi-Final

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC.
BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

www.bbc.co.uk/alba
www.bbc.co.uk /iplayer

Camanachd Beò…
Live Shinty

Disathairne 20 Lùnastal 4f
Saturday 20 August 4pm

Lochaber
v

Oban Camanachd
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday August 13
Camanachd Cup
semi fi nal
Kinlochshiel 1-2 Newtonmore

Strathdearn Cup
semi fi nals 
Lochcarron 4-2 Skye 
Glenurquhart 2-1 Kingussie

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kyles Ath P-P Oban Caman
Unplayable field
Skye 1-2 Lochaber 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly 4-1 Caberfeidh  
Glasgow MA 3-0 Inverness 
Kilmallie 4-1 Inveraray 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly 0-4 Lovat  
Newtonmore 9-1 Fort William

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray 0-6 Oban Celtic  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine 2-2 Caberfeidh 
Inverness 3-3 Lochaber 
Kilmallie 4-3 Lewis 
Strathspey 1-4 Aberdeen Uni

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon P-P Aberdour
Unplayable field  
Tayforth 9-1 Glasgow MA

Glenurquhart’s Paul MacIntosh and Kingussie’s Roddy Young in action during the Strathdearn Cup 
semi � nal at Blairbeg Park, Drumnadrochit, last Saturday which Glenurquhart won by the odd goal 

in three. Photo: Donald Cameron.

Lochaber’s Finlay MacDonald and Kenny Loads from Inverness in a race for the ball during last 
Saturday’s North Division Two match at Bught Park, Inverness. The spoils were

shared in a 3-3 draw. Photo: Donald Cameron

Camanachd Cup Semi Final
Lochaber v Oban Camanachd 
Lachie Wood
at Playing Field, Taynuilt. 
Throw up 4pm

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Kyles Athletic 
Innes Wood
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart 
John Angus Gillies 
Lovat v Skye   
Evan MacRae
Newtonmore v Fort William 
David Mitchell

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Bute v Beauly  
Robert Baxter
Caberfeidh v Glasgow MA 
Calum Girvan
Inveraray v Ballachulish  
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Kingussie  
Graham Cameron
Fort William v Newtonmore 
Andy Maclean
Glenurquhart v Lovat  
Neil Ferguson
Skye v Kinlochshiel  
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v  Kyles Ath
Willie MacDonald - noon 
Oban Celtic v Aberdour  
Scott McNeil. 2.30pm 
  
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Inverness v Boleskine  
Callum Duff  
Kilmallie v Lochcarron  
John Matheson
Lewis v Strathspey  
Iain Kennedy 
Lochaber v Glengarry  
Brian MacKay

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon v Tayforth  
Alan Harrison
Glasgow MA v Kilmory  
Ewan MacDonald 

(Throw ups 2pm unless stated)

Womens Camanachd
Association
Sunday August 21 
Marine Harvest
North Div 2
Glengarry v Strathspey 
Glenurquhart v Lovat 
Inverness v Strathglass  
   
Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Cowal & Bute v Ardnamurchan
Fort William v Dunadd  
Glasgow MA 2nd v Lorn

Iain Hay wasn’t too disap-
pointed the game was off. ‘We 
arranged a good training ses-
sion instead,’ he said. ‘We are 
without the suspended Garry 
Lord for the semi final which 
is a pity as we’d otherwise have 
a full squad to choose from, as 
long as there are no injuries in 
training during the week.

‘Oban Camanachd haven’t 
made it through to a Cama-
nachd Cup final for 15 years. 
Back then, we lost to Kingussie 
in Glasgow. The last time Oban 
Camanachd won the Scottish 
was in 1996 so the boys have 
the chance to make a name 
for themselves. We are just 
concentrating on the semi-final 
though. We know it’s going to 
be hard and we’ll hopefully 
get a big support through to 
Taynuilt for what’s sure to be a 
good game.’  

Throw up is at 4.05pm and La-
chie Wood is the match referee. 
The match will be broadcast 
live on BBC Alba from 4pm. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Kilmallie 4 
Inveraray 1
Kilmallie scored three times 
in the last five minutes to beat 
Inveraray 4-1 in their noon throw 
up at the Canal Parks

Both teams were short of play-
ers and had their squads tested. 

Kilmallie’s Craig MacIsaac 
served the final match of a three 
game ban. Jordan MacPhee 
started a two-match suspension 
following his red card against 
Glasgow Mid Argyll last week-
end. 

Duncan Rodger was booked 
in that match which triggers 
a one-match suspension so 
he will sit out Kilmallie’s next 
outing which is scheduled to be a 
league meeting with Caberfeidh 
at Castle Leod at the start of 
September. He also missed this 
encounter as he was on holiday. 
Liam Cameron was also missing. 

Inveraray captain Allan Mac-
Donald was also serving the sec-
ond match of a three-game ban. 
MacDonald should complete his 
suspension against Ballachulish 
this coming Saturday so he will 
be eligible to play in the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup Final against 
Kinlochshiel at Mossfield on 
Saturday September 3. 

David Robertson was working, 
Ally Munro was injured and 
Douglas Dando and Nicolas 
Crawford were on holiday. Euan 
McMurdo lined up alongside 
Ally MacDonald in the half back 
positions. 

This was a game of two halves 
with Inveraray controlling the 
first 45 minutes before Kilmallie 

took charge in the second half. 
Lewis MacNicol had a great 

game on the wing for Inveraray 
and put them ahead on 41 min-
utes. 

Kilmallie made changes at the 
break and levelled on 52 minutes 
following a long run from Liam 
MacDonald which ended when 
he ran along the bye-line and 
coolly slotted the ball past Scott 
MacLachlan to make it 1-1. 

And that’s the way it stayed un-
til the dramatic final 5 minutes. 
Liam MacDonald got his second 
on 85 minutes to put Kilmallie 
in front for the first time in the 
game. Brian Mackay made it 3-1 
on 78 minutes and if that wasn’t 
enough, youngster Callum 
MacDougall, who scored for 
the Kilmallie seconds in the 
day’s earlier game, made it 4-1 a 
minute from time. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 
Inverness 0
Glasgow Mid Argyll beat Inver-
ness 3-0 at Yoker.

Mark Bain was banned for 
GMA and he will also miss this 
coming Saturday’s league clash 
with Caberfeidh at Castle Leod. 

Inverness forwards Charlie 
MacDonald and James Camer-
on both served one match bans 
as their bookings in the league 
win over Ballachulish a fortnight 
ago took them through the disci-
plinary points threshold. 

Craig Anderson put GMA 
ahead on 12 minutes with the 
only goal of the first half. 

Calum McLay struck twice in 
the second half – on 67 and 77 
minutes – to round off the 3-0 
win. 

GMA are two points behind 
leaders Kilmallie with a game in 
hand. 

Beauly 4 
Caberfeidh 1
Fifth-placed Beauly beat fourth 
placed Caberfeidh 4-1 in their 
3pm throw up at Braeview Park.

Conor Ross gave Beauly an 
early advantage with goals on 
eight and 21 minutes but Jamie 
MacKintosh pulled a goal back 
for Cabers three minutes later. 

Second half strikes from Rob-
bie Brindle on 52 minutes and 
Marc MacLachlan on the stroke 
of full-time gave Beauly both 
points.

Beauly are now a point behind 
Caberfeidh but they have a game 
in hand. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 9 
Fort William 1
The Newtonmore second team 
were back in league action as 
they defeated the Fort William 

second team 9-0 in their 1.30pm 
throw up at the Eilan.

This fixture was originally 
postponed when the Fort were 
unable to raise a team meaning 
they forfeited two points. Craig 
Ritchie gave the home side 
a tenth minute lead and lain 
Robinson added a second on 20 
minutes. Craig Ritchie got his 
second on 42 minutes to make it 
3-0 but the real goal-glut came in 
the second half.

David Cheyne got in on the 
act on 49 minutes with Craig 
Ritchie completing his hat-trick 
on 59 minutes and David Cheyne 
getting his second a minute later 
to make it 6-0. 

Craig Ritchie added a seventh 
on 65 minutes before young 
Victor Smith gave the Fort 
something to cheer about on 71 
minutes. 

A rare Kenny Ross goal on 83 
minutes and a fifth from Craig 
Ritchie a couple of minutes from 
time made the final score 9-1. 

The sides are scheduled to 
meet again this coming weekend 
at An Aird.

The Newtonmore seconds 
are now just two points behind 
league leaders Strathglass and 
have a couple of games in hand. 

Beauly 0 
Lovat 4
The reserve team derby between 
the Beauly and Lovat colts was a 
noon throw up at Braeview Park. 

Beauly were along usual lines 
with Kyle MacDonald in goals, 
Rodger Cormack full back 
and Martin Davidson at wing 
forward. 

With no first team game, Lovat 
had Danny Kelly at full centre, 
Mark Kelly at buckshee back, 
Scott MacKenzie at wing back 
and Graeme MacMillan at half 
forward.

Lovat started the game strong-
ly and, on five minutes, Graeme 
MacMillan’s strong running saw 
him carry the ball some distance 
and his shot on the run went just 
past Kyle MacDonald’s left hand 
post.

Then, at regular intervals, 
shots from Graeme MacMillan, 
Fraser Gallacher and occasion-
ally James Fraser were either just 
wide or were well saved by the 
Beauly keeper. 

When Beauly did manage to 
get the ball to their forwards, 
Martin Davidson seemed to be 
their main goal threat. 

A really good double save 
from Kyle MacDonald on 10 
minutes - first with his feet from 
Fraser Gallacher and then with 
his stick from the re-bound as 
Graeme MacMillan flicked the 
ball goalwards.

Beauly had a great chance to go 
in front when referee Andy Ma-
cLean awarded them a penalty. 

There was a scramble inside the 
‘D’ when a shot, which initially 
looked to be going wide, took a 
wicked bounce and keeper Ron-
an MacMillan lost his footing as 
he tried to play the ball away. The 
ball was eventually played up the 
park. But the goal judge flagged 
to penalise a Lovat defender for a 
kick and referee MacLean point-
ed to the penalty spot. Martin 
Davidson stepped up to take the 
spot-hit and although he didn’t 
get his full force behind the ball, 
Ronan MacMillan made a good 
stop to keep his team on level 
terms. 

Kyle MacDonald was standing 
between Lovat and an opening 
goal but it came on 40 minutes 
when Graeme MacMillan 
scored a poacher’s goal as he 
tapped home a re-bound. 

Fraser Gallacher on 58 min-
utes and Thomas Fraser on 64 
minutes had Lovat 3-0 to the 
good. 

Jonathon Janczak rounded off 
the 4-0 win five minutes from 
time.

Lovat’s Cameron MacMillan 
was brought on late in the 
game and was unlucky not to be 
amongst the goals. 

Lovat didn’t have it all their 
own way though and it took 
a couple of outstanding saves 
from goalie Ronan MacMillan 
to keep Beauly at bay. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Inveraray 0 
Oban Celtic 6 
Oban Celtic go two points clear 
at the top of Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 after they beat 
the Inveraray second team 6-0 
at the Winterton.

Oban Celtic were without Da-
vid MacInnes, Kieran Carnie, 
David Graham, Ewan Mac-
Corquodale, Michael MacKin-
non, Gerry Kilmurray and John 
Hill. They welcomed back Rory 
Bruce, Lewis MacPhee and 
Fraser MacMillan. 

This was the day’s only match 
in this division and it brought 
together the league leaders and 
the bottom side. 

Oban Celtic made an assured 
start to the game and put early 
pressure on the Inveraray goal 
but some excellent goalkeep-
ing from veteran Graham 
MacPherson kept the game 
scoreless. 

It was no surprise when the 
away side took the lead on 18 
minutes through Neil Carmi-
chael’s low drive which found 
the bottom right hand corner of 
the net. 

Ewen MacKinnon goal count-
ed for Inverness whilst Findlay 
MacDonald, Keith Neville and 
Stuart Matheson were all on 
target for the Spean Bridge 
side. 

Boleskine 2 
Caberfeidh 2
Boleskine and the Caberfeidh 
second team shared the points 
in a 2-2 draw at Smith Park.

The home side led 2-0 at half-
time thanks to goals from Fin-
lay MacKenzie on 22 minutes 
and Jamie Matheson a couple 
of minutes later. 

Robbie Sehar halved the dif-
ference three minutes into the 
second half and that’s the way 
it stayed until five minutes from 
time when Stuart Krzyzan-
owski scored to make it 2-2 to 
earn ‘Cabers’ a point. 

Kilmallie 4 
Lewis Camanachd 3
The Kilmallie colts edged out 
Lewis Camanachd 4-3 at Canal 
Parks.

Ross MacKenzie gave Kil-
mallie the lead in the opening 
minute only for Kenny Murray 
to level on eight minutes.

Callum MacDougall on 15 
minutes and a second from 
Ross MacKenzie on 35 minutes 
made it 3-1, although a Donald 
Lamont goal a minute before 
the break reduced the deficit at 
the interval.

Ally Lamont drew Lewis level 
five minutes after the re-start 
but the winning goal came 
15 minutes from time with 
Kilmallie’s Donnie MacRae on 
target. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Tayforth 9 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Tayforth go two points clear 
at the top of Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 after they de-
feated the Glasgow Mid Argyll 
second team 9-1 in their noon 
throw up at Levenhall Links.

Orsten Gardner grabbed a 
hat-trick, Brendan Duggan 
and Ewan Menzies got doubles 
whilst Conor Sweeney and 
Finlay Stark got the others. A 
Steven Thomson own goal was 
GMA’s only consolation. 

Dunoon Camanachd P 
Aberdour P
The 1pm throw up between 
Dunoon Camanachd and the 
Aberdour reserves, scheduled 
for Strachurmore, was post-
poned on Friday afternoon 
because of an unplayable field.

Before Inveraray could even 
take a breath, they found them-
selves 2-0 behind. This time it 
was Ally McKerracher on target 
with 20 minutes played.

Another McKerracher goal 
on 27 minutes made it 3-0 and 
pretty much put the game to 
bed.  The goal of the game came 
on 36 minutes when Askew and 
MacMillan did well in the mid-
dle of the park to gain possession 
and some excellent link up play 
from MacKechnie, McKerracher 
and Carmichael set up Scotland 
U21 international Daniel Madej 
who coolly slotted the ball past 
MacPherson to make it 4-0 at 
half time. 

Oban Celtic scored two more 
goals in the second half. Ally 
McKerracher completed his hat 
trick on 58 minutes and Fraser 
MacMillan scored on 66 minutes 
to make the final score 6-0 to the 
Oban side. 

After the match, Oban Celtic 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
said: ‘This was another strong 
performance from our boys 
today. That’s 28 goals scored 
whilst only conceding once in 
our last four games. So we are 
peaking at the right time of the 
season which is pleasing. We 
have three games left to play and 
three more points from these 
remaining matches will see us 
over the finishing line.’

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Strathspey Camanachd 1 
Aberdeen University 4
Aberdeen University extended 
their lead at the top of the 
table when they beat Strathspey 
Camanachd 4-1 at Grantown 
Grammar School. 

Aberdeen University forward 
Alex Duncan served the second 
match of a two-game ban. 

The students haven’t been 
short of goal scorers this season 
and Scott Murray on 15 min-
utes and Stuart Cameron on 30 
minutes had them 2-0 in front. 
The visitors scored twice more 
in the second half through Ross 
Robinson on 48 minutes and a 
second from Scott Murray on 
54 minutes. 

Donald Colville pulled a goal 
back on 73 minutes, but it’s the 
Aberdeen side who are now 
another step closer to the title. 

Inverness 3 
Lochaber 3
The Inverness seconds and the 
Lochaber seconds drew 3-3 in 
their noon throw up at Bught 
Park.

A Stuart MacRae brace and a 
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7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 11, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.39 3.8 11.49 0.7 18.01 4.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.11 0.7 06.12 3.9 12.25 0.5 18.35 4.1
Sat 00.51 0.6 06.43 3.9 13.03 0.4 19.09 4.1
Sun 01.30 0.5 07.17 3.9 13.43 0.4 19.46 4.1
Mon 02.11 0.6 07.55 3.8 14.26 0.6 20.26 3.9
Tues 02.55 0.7 08.36 3.6 15.13 0.8 21.10 3.6
Wed 03.44 0.9 09.24 3.3 16.07 1.0 22.04 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

10

18

17

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 19ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 18ºC.

SAFL results and 
� xtures

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
launched its new Sports Awards 
for 2016.
 This is an opportunity to rec-
ognise and reward the efforts 
of our volunteers, athletes and 
clubs in Argyll and Bute. 
 Nominations can be completed 
online or sent by email and you 
can find all the information 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
sportsawards

We are looking for 
nominations in the following 
categories:

·  Youth Coach
·   Active Schools Volunteer
·   Community Coach
·   Club of the Year
·   Service to Sport
·   Sporting Achievement of
    the Year
The winners will be 

announced at 2pm on Friday 
September 9 and you can watch 
it all at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
sportsawards  

Winners will receive their 
awards at in their own club 
environment.

Closing date for nominations 
is Friday September 2

Argyll and Bute 
sports awards

Football
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Oban Saints 
10, Campbeltown Pupils 0; 
Premier Division 2B – Paisley 7, 
Tarbert 0.
 Next Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division – Campbel-
town Pupils v St Joseph’s FP; 
Motherwell Thistle v Oban 
Saints; Premier 2A – Millerston 
v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Premier 2B – Tarbert v Port 
Glasgow. 

Tough draw for 
Saints in Scottish
Football
OBAN Saints have been given 
a difficult away tie in the first 
round of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup. They have been paired 
with old rivals Finnart, who 
used to play in the SAFL but 
moved to the Caledonian 
League this season. The match 
is scheduled to be played 
on Saturday September 3 at 
Glasgow Green Football Centre.
 The Oban side received a bye 
in the first round of the West 
of   Scotland Cup but have 
been drawn away to Petershall 
Villa from Airdrie in the second 
round. This tie is scheduled for 
Saturday October 22.

Oban side on Camanachd Cup 
semi-fi nal duty this weekend 
OBAN Camanachd’s game 
against Kyles Athletic due to 
be played at Tighnabruich last 
weekend was called off on the 
Saturday morning due to an 
unplayable pich.
 The focus now turns to this Sat-
urday when they play Lochaber 
at Taynuilt Playing Fields for a 
place in the shinty’s blue riband 
competition – the Camanachd 
Cup final.
 This is arguably the most im-
portant game for the club since 
that memorable day in Inverness 
20 years ago when against the 
odds Oban Camanachd won the 
cup defeating the all conquering 
Kingussie 3-2 in a remarkable 
final. 

Good form
 The Oban team who lie in 
second place in the Marine Har-
vest Premiership are on a good 
run of form this season under 
the direction of team manager 
Ian Hay who, apart from long- 
term injuries to Ian Campbell 
and Keith MacMillan and the 
suspended Gary Lord, has a full 
squad to choose from.  
 Lochaber defeated Skye last 
week to ease their relegation 
worries. The team have shown 
good form in this competition 
defeating Kingussie and Kyles 
on their way to the semi-final.
 The game will be a closely 

contested encounter, with the 
league meetings earlier this sea-
son ending in a 1-1 draw at Spean 
Bridge and Camanachd winning 
2-1 at Mossfield Stadium.
  The game will be televised by 
BBC Alba with a 4.05pm throw 
up as both teams contest the 

right to play Newtonmore in the 
final at An-Aird in September 
after the Badenoch team defeat-
ed Kinlochshiel by 2 -1 in the 
other semi final.
 Commented team manager Ian 
Hay: ‘Our last appearance in a 
Scottish Cup Final was in 2001 

when we were beaten 2-0 by 
Kingussie. 

Wonderful experience
 ‘I played in that game myself and 
although we ended up losing it 
was a wonderful experience and 
I will be telling the players that 
and what it means to the club to 

get to the final and for shinty in 
general in Oban.’

Manager Ian Hay has chosen 
the following players for the 
semi-final: Gavin Stobbart, Wil-
lie Neilson, Gary MacKerracher, 
Scott McKillop, James Mac-
Millan, Ross MacMillan, Ian 

MacMillan, Andrew MacCuish,  
Daniel MacVicar, Malcolm 
Clark, Robert Alexander, Scott 
MacMillan, Lorne Dickie, Dan-
iel Cameron, Aidan MacIntyre 
and David Lafferty.

Oban Camanachd pictured after winning the Mod Cup last year. The red and blacks will be hoping to go on and lift the Camanachd Cup in the � nal at Fort William on 
September 17 but they have to overcome Lochaber in the semi-� nal at Taynuilt on Saturday � rst. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

OBAN Lorne RFC fully 
embraced Scottish Rugby’s 
RBS Rugby Force Initiative 
on Sunday by organising a club 
clean-up and maintenance day 
at the Glencruitten Clubhouse.

May the Rugby Force be with you
More than 30 volunteers 

turned up on the day to com-
plete a number of cleaning and 
general maintenance tasks.

Work completed included the 
painting of the downstairs hall-

way, window cleaning, clearing 
of trees and scrub in  car parking 
and pitch side, filling potholes, 
deep cleaning of clubhouse in-
terior, fixing broken floodlights, 
maintenance on guttering and 
clubhouse roof, painting of 
exterior wood and a clear out of 
old and unused equipment.

Standing area
In addition to this, work also 

started on a new spectator 
standing area for match days.

Oban Lorne were very fortu-
nate on the day to have the sup-
port of two local businesses who 
donated the use of machinery to 
use for the event.

The club would like to thank 
Oban’s Build Base branch and 
M. Kerr Roofing & Roughcast-
ing for their generosity towards 
the event that has made a huge 
difference to the clubhouse and 
grounds. A bit of elbow grease from some of the Oban Lorne Ladies team.

The Glencruitten chain saw 
massacre! Murray Hamilton 
gets stuck in to some of the 

undergrowth at the side
 of the pitch

Rugby

FIVE  boys from Taynuilt have 
been selected as part of the West 
of Scotland Volleyball team.

Trained by Jana Baird and 
Pete McCracken, they have 
been part of the Lorn Volley-
ball Club, firstly through Play 
Sport at Atlantis Leisure and 
then subsequently as part of an 
after school club at Oban High 
School. Finn Charlton further 
trains with the adult volleyball 
club at Atlantis Leisure.

To be considered for selection 
the boys, Finn Charlton, Daniel 
Baird, Ellis Hunter, Alasdair 
Lilley and Sorley Innal, firstly 
went along to four, day-long 
training sessions run by the 
West of Scotland team manager 
where they were put through 
their paces along with other 
players from Inverness down to 
the Borders.

From the training sessions 
Finn, Daniel and Ellis were se-
lected as part of the main squad 
of 12 players and Alasdair and 
Sorley were selected as reserves. 

Last weekend the boys under-
took a day of training with the 
team and then on Sunday took 
part in a friendly training tour-
nament with the East Scotland 
Boys team.

Next weekend will see the 
boys in St Andrews, with the 
West Boys team for two days of 
intense training with the East 
Boys team, and the East and 

Taynuilt boys in 
West of Scotland 
volleyball squad

West Girls Teams. On Septem-
ber 1 Finn, Daniel and Ellis will 
fly down to Loughborough to 
take part in the School Games 
2016 where they will join with 
around 1,600 other young sports 
stars taking part in 12 different 
sports.

The School Games aims to 
re-enforce the experience of 
the Olympics and para-olympics 
with both opening and closing 
ceremonies and has a strong 
track record of providing a 
springboard for athletes at na-
tional level with several school 
games alumni being part of the 
London 2012 GB teams.

Volleyball

Four of the Taynuilt boys who have been selected for the West of 
Scotland volleyball squad.

The volunteers pictured before last Sunday’s big clean-up and maintenance day.
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Lessons 
of war 
brought 
home

This year marks 100 years 
since the River Leven Pris-
oner of War Camp and the 

Caolasnacon Conscientious 
Objector Camp opened 

near Kinlochleven.
Last weekend, the culmina-
tion of  a commemoration 
group’s work to mark the 

centenary came to fruition 
and was hailed a success. 

Turn to page 15 for full 
story. 

A PETITION has been set up 
by a local committee in a bid 
to fix a ‘bonkers situation’ and 
take ownership of a car park, 
writes Monica Gibson.

Kilmallie Community Centre 
(KCC) is described as being 
located in the ‘heart of Cor-
pach’ and is owned by the KCC 
committee.

Over the past few years, 
the committee has received 
funding to upgrade the centre 
and this year won a Keystone 
Award for the successful 
management of a community 
building.  

Despite their best efforts, 
the car park surrounding the 
centre has fallen into disrepair. 

The committee tried to get 
funding to bring it up to stand-
ard but hit a stumbling block 
after investigations showed 
it belonged to the Highland 
Council.

Sarah Kennedy, a director 
of the committee, said she has 
been in talks with the council 
about the situation for some 
time.  

She said: ‘No-one knew who 
owned it. I had to go to the land 
registry and pay for them to do 
a search and then it turned out 
the land belonged to the coun-
cil. I said to them ‘well seeing 
as you own it, can you fix it?’ 
and they said ‘no’.  

‘I understand the council is 

strapped for cash but that’s why 
we wanted to help and thought 
it might want it out of its hair.’

The council confirmed to 
The Oban Times that it owns 
the car park and said the board 
which is in charge of asset man-
agement was happy to offer 
a 99-year lease on it, but that 
they felt it was important the 
council remained a stakeholder 
in the site due to the value to 
the community. 

Mrs Kennedy explained the 
problem with long-term leases 
is that the committee cannot 
receive funding for something 
it doesn’t own.  

The committee has now 
launched a petition that al-

ready has 90 signatures from 
locals and visitors to the centre.

She added: ‘It just seems 
bonkers that we own the com-
munity centre and grounds, but 
not the car park.

‘We are trying to show that 
the wider community cares 
about this issue and we think 
the petition will help our case, 
so it’s really important that as 
many people as possible sign it. 

‘So far there are around 90 
signatures which I don’t think 
is bad for a little centre in 
Corpach.’

To find out more about the 
petition visit Kilmallie Com-
munity Centre or call 01397 
712663.

Sentence deferred on executive
A FORMER fishing executive who 
stole from his Lochaber employer was 
told the matter is ‘in his hands’ if he 
wants to avoid serious punishment.

John Hermse from Argus Lodge, 
Wards Road, Elgin, pleaded guilty to 
taking £1,116.09 which belonged to 
Mallaig and North West Fisherman’s 
Association (MNFWA).

The 59-year-old had previously plead-
ed not guilty to embezzling around 
£7,000 but admitted theft of the lesser 
amount at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Monday (August 15).

The court heard Hermse was initially 
employed as MNFWA secretary on a 
part-time basis and that some time later 
his job title changed to chief executive.  

As part of his employment, Hermse 
was given a company credit card to use 

for his own expenses, including travel 
costs to help carry out his day-to-day 
tasks.

The wrongdoing in question took 
place between April 29, 2010 and Octo-
ber 5, 2013 during which time Hermse 
used the company card to make two 
personal transactions.

Sheriff Sukhwinder Gill outlined to 
the court that one transaction amount-
ed to £148.49 from Toolstation for tools 
including pliers and side cutters. 

A second payment of £967.20 was for 
the renewal of a patent for prawn boxes 
which Fiscal Ross Carvel described as 
being ‘plainly not for the benefit of his 
[Hermse] work’.

During the hearing it was also ex-
plained Mr Hermse earned a salary of 
around £38,000 from MNFWA.  

At the same time he worked for a 
scallop association, receiving a further 
£12,000. 

Despite being labelled as a part-time 
role, Advocate Barry Smith told the 
court Hermse would often end up work-
ing 30 hours a week, including evenings 
and weekends. 

He described Hermse’s role as oner-
ous and extremely stressful. There was 
an administrative assistant on hand 
but otherwise Hermse ‘was charged 
with running almost all aspects of the 
business’.

Mr Smith added: ‘He further tells 
me he was given limited support by the 
association and at times was travelling 
up to 30,000 miles per annum.’

Mr Smith said Hermse had also had 
to deal with the misappropriation of 

£80,000 of association funds by a former 
chairman. He added: ‘It is helpful for 
the court to understand the somewhat 
lax or casual nature of the financial 
arrangements with the association. He 
tells me it would be usual for him to use 
his own funds for association matters 
and recover the funds at the end of the 
month.’

The court heard work pressures 
combined with the ill-health of his wife 
who suffered from epilepsy and deteri-
orating eye sight among other ailments 
began to take its toll on Hermse and 
around this time the couple moved to 
Moray.

Mr Smith went onto say Hermse 
is no longer employed by the as-
sociation and that the theft had 
come to light during an audit fol-

lowing complaints over his conduct.
He added: ‘There were questions over 
Hermse’s continued ability to do the 
job and that meetings had been missed.
There was an exchange of views and the 
employment ceased.’ 

A civil case regarding the termination 
of Hermse’s contract is ongoing and 
was referenced by Sheriff Gill in the 
difficulty she had in deciding how to 
resolve the case.

During her summary she told Hermse 
if the money is repaid there may be 
no further action or there could be a 
community payback order as a direct al-
ternative to a fine or custodial sentence. 

In deferring sentencing for three 
months to allow Hermse to pay back 
the money, she added: ‘I am leaving the 
matter in your hands.’

Corpach fi ghts ‘bonkers’ situation

Plans for new 
student halls

Town celebrates 
new pontoons   

PLANS have been submitted for 
new student accommodation 
in Fort William.

The site of the former St Mary’s 
RC Primary School on Fassifern 
Road has been earmarked for 
the 40 unit development and 
car parking.

CityHeart Ltd has submitted 
plans to the Highland Council, 
which would form the second 
phase of student accommoda-
tion in the town.

The Chester-based company 
recently completed student 
housing at An Aird which has 
been handed over to West 
Highland College UHI and will 
open for students in Septem-
ber. 

FORT William’s pontoons 
will be o�  cially opened next 
month.

Fiona Hyslop, minister for 
culture tourism and external 
a� airs, will lead the proceed-
ings on Monday September 5 
at 12.30pm at the waterfront.

The event is being organ-
ised by Fort William Marina 
and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC) which wants to cele-
brate the regeneration of the 
shoreline ahead of the arrival 
of the Boudicca cruise ship on 
September 28.

FWMSC is inviting anyone 
interested in performing 
in Cameron Square on the 
day of the opening to get in 
touch.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

59th Annual
Appin 

Agricultural Show
Saturday 20th August 

2016
Tynribbie, Appin 
Judging Starts 10am 

Sheep, Cattle, Highland Cattle, Dog 
show, Clydesdale Horse Display, 

Childrens’ Games / Races, Handcrafts, 
Floral Art, Flowers and Veg, Highland 

Dancing, Vintage Engines and Lots More

Entry: Adults £ 5.00, 
Children & Conc £3  Free Parking

Entry: Adults £ 5.00, Entry: Adults £ 5.00, 
Children & Conc £3  Free ParkingChildren & Conc £3  Free Parking

PREMIER PIPING 
COMPETITIONS

AT VENUES ACROSS 
OBAN

Wednesday 24th August 2016
PIOBAIREACHD Gold Medal

MacGregor Memorial Competition
Senior Piobaireachd

LIGHT MUSIC:
March, Strathspey & Reel 

(former winners)

Admission £10 

Concessions £8

Child (under 14) £5

 Family Ticket £25

Tickets available at park 

& Oban Tourist Centre

Car Park £5

The Argyllshire Gathering

OBAN 
HIGHLAND GAMES

Mossfi eld Park, Oban
Thursday 25th August 2016

March to Games Field leaves Station Square at 10.30am
OBAN HIGH SCHOOL PIPE BAND 

12noon from Station Square
Highland Dancing • Track & Field Events • Traditional Heavy Events • Piping

Juvenile Exhibition Shinty (starts 9.30)
Tug O’ War •  Fun Races •  Heritage Tent •  Trade Stands

MacGregor Memorial Competition

Artie Trezise formally of the Singing Kettle will be performing his new show 
Artie’s Tartan Tales. 

He will be telling stories getting our younger audience 
to join in and might even sing a few songs too.

For your free, no obligation, 
initial assessment contact 

Wallace Optometrists 
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban 

Tel: 01631 563170

Kids go 
FREE

11-12 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll  PA34 4AZ

01631 563170
Kodak and the Kodak trade dress are trademarks 

of Kodak used under license by Signet Armorlite, Inc.

FREE* Spectacles

FREE* Sight test

Do You Suffer From Sore, 
Gritty or Red Eyes?
Are Your Eyelids 
Crusty or Infl amed?
Do Your Eyes Feel Dry or 
Uncomfortable Using 
A Computer?
Have You Been Told You 
Have Dry Eyes or Blepharitis?
Do You Use Comfort Drops 
To Help But They Don‛t 
Seem To Work? 

If you answer yes to any of the above 
questions then Wallace Optometrists can help. 

Our specialist Dry Eye Clinic is dedicated to 
using leading edge treatments for dry eyes 
and blepharitis. Traditional methods using 
comfort drops or antibiotics can help treat 
the symptoms but seldom deal with the 
underlying causes of your discomfort. 

Recently introduced treatments only available at 
Wallace Optometrists now deal with the causes 
of your discomfort as well as your symptoms.

Yes No

12 page guide to further education, 
vocational training and career options#yourfuture

Established 1861  No 8316

FREE INSIDE
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DESPITE the recent wet 
weather, there was a fair turnout 
at the Caol Gardening Show on 
Saturday (August 13).

The success was testimont to the 
hard work by organisers Lynne 
Hunter and Martyn Calam, who 
announced this would be their 
last show.

This was the 15th year that the 
pair have organised the event, 
taking over when the Caol Hor-
ticultural Society could no longer 
do it. They announced this would 
be their last year of organising 
the event and that they were ‘tak-
ing a back seat’ and looking for 
‘fresher blood to keep the show 
going’.

This year’s event saw exhibits 

across a range of category, from 
flowers and vegetables, to hand-
icrafts and baking. There were 
also several classes for children 
of all ages to enter into.

Lynne Hunter, one of the 
organisers of the show, said: It’s 
been an interesting show. There’s 
been some surprises and some 
not-surprises. There’s been some 
new faces and some not so new.’

Eddie Hunter, who was back 
in the area for the weekend, was 
asked to present the trophies 
and medals. Fay Houghton had 
a very successful day. She won 
the Alistair MacMillan Shield 
for most points in the vegetable 
sections; the gardening trophy 
for best flower in show (her Glad-
ioli) and the CSS Trophy for most 
points in the show.

Ms Houghton said: ‘I’m sur-

prised we’ve got anything at all 
because the weather has been so 
bad. I’m delighted though, the 
standard is so high.’

Ruby Clark was a joint winner 
of the Fred White Trophy for 
most points in the children’s 
class, along with Ryan Rowsell. 
She also won the McTavish’s 
Kitchens Crystal Bowl for best 
exhibit in show for her bird box.

Vic MacPherson won The Cab-
in Garden Centre Crystal Bowl 
for most points in classes 4-16 
(flowers excluding roses, dahlias, 
fuscias and pot plants). He also 
took home the William Brown 
Shield for the best leek exhibit, 
the Caol Community Council 
trophy for best vegetable and The 
Caol Gardening Show Trophy 
for most points in the flower and 
vegetable sections.

Logan Spence won the Ben Ne-
vis Distillery Quaich for the giant 
vegetable section and the Mrs 
Cochrane Memorial Cup for best 
rose. He was also the joint winner 
of the Margaret Cameron Me-
morial Salver for the most points 
in the fuchsia section along with 
Lorna Ungoed-Thomas.

Mrs Ungoed-Thomas also won 
the Gardening Salver for most 
points in the plant pot section 
and The George Watt Cup for 
the best plant pot exhibit. Aman-
da Spence won the Highland 
Council Trophy for best exhibit 
in the arts and crafts section.

She was the joint winner of the 
Gardening Shield for most points 
in the produce, preserves and 
baking section (excluding clootie 
dumpling) along with Gayle 
Rand, who also won the Ella 

Laing Cup for the best exhibit in 
that section and The Caol Com-
munity Council Trophy for best 
in baking .

Mary Anderson won the Neil 
Drummond Trophy for best 
clootie dumpling.

Mo Mason won both the 
Café Chardon Crystal Vase for 
the most points in the floral 
art section and the Provident 
Personal Credit Cup for the 
best exhibit in that section. 
Little Learners Nursery won the 
Lochy Salver for the school with 
most points.

Thanks were given to Charlie 
Milne who travels from Oban 
each year to help judge the 
entries, Carron MacKinnon for 
running the raffle, and of course 
Lynne Hunter and Martyn 
Calam for organising the show.

Caol’s gardeners put on 
bloomin’ marvellous show
KATIE CARABINE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Ruby Clark won best in show for her bird box, left, and above, All 
the prize-winners with their trophies.

‘ASTONISHING and abysmal.’ 
Those were the words of a West-
ern Isles councillor on hearing 
the news that Barra and Vatersay 
were to be ‘left out’ of an island 
air service consultation, writes 
Ellie Forbes.

Donnie Steele, councillor for 
Barra and South Uist, Vatersay 
and Eriskay, told The Oban Times 
of his shock at the decision to 
‘completely ignore the communi-
ties of Barra and Vatersay’ in the 
public consultations.

Consultation events on inter 
island air services were held in 
the Western Isles last night, with 
another tonight (August 18). 

Mr Steele said: ‘There is a huge 
disconnect between Stornoway 
and the outlying communities. 
There is only one return flight a 
day for three days a week, and it’s 
effecting the communities. 

‘There has been no explanation 
of why the people of Barra have 
been completely neglected. 

‘The further south you go from 
the Stornoway/Broadbay area 
the worse it [air services] gets.
The decision to cut the number 
of flights from Stornoway to Ben-
becula was bad, but the decision 
to scrap all flights from Barra to 
Benbecula was scandalous.

‘Humza Yousaf the minister 
for transport and the islands will 
be contacted about this latest 
fiasco.’

A Comhairle, Western Isles, 
spokesman, said: ‘It was agreed 
by the comhairle that consulta-
tion and engagement as part of 
the review would include public 
meetings in Stornoway and 
Benbecula, seeking feedback 
on current and potential future 
service delivery issues.

‘As part of this process, the 
external consultants were also 
asked to engage and consult 
with all elected members and the 
Association of Uist Community 
Councils, Northbay Community 
Council and Castlebay and Va-
tersay Community Council.  

‘In addition, the comhairle 
continues to look at further ways, 
in collaboration with other key 
stakeholders, including Loga-
nair, to enhancing connectivity 
between Barra and Glasgow 
consistent with the views and 
preferences previously expressed 
by the community in Barra’.

Ahead of the meetings, Coun-
cillor John Mackay, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar’s chairman of 
transportation and infrastruc-
ture said: ‘For those of us living 
in island communities we all have 
experience, either directly or 
indirectly, of our air services and 
the impact they have. I warmly 
welcome these consultation 
events and would encourage the 
public to take this opportunity to 
make their voices heard as part 
of this work.’

THE next hearing regarding 
a  judge from Fort William 
charged with drink driving 
and possession of a knife will 
take place next month.

The case against Richard 
Twining Sidgwick, 71, from 
Mileston Hill House was 
presented in his absence in 
Fort William sheriff court 
on Monday (August 14) at 
a notional trial. The court 
also heard that Sidgwick has 
recently been hospitalised.

The former QC previously 
appeared on May 12 after 
registering 110 milligrams 
of alcohol in a 100mg breath 
sample at his home the previ-
ous evening. 

The legal limit in Scotland 
is 22.

Sidgwick was also charged 
with failing to identify the 
driver of the vehicle when 
requested to do so at 8.30pm 
at his house on May 11, and 
being in possession of the 
knife at Fort William Police 
Office on the same day. 

A notional trial has been 
scheduled for September 14 
and bail has been continued.

LOCHABER Chamber of 
Commerce has announced 
Fraser Doherty as the after 
dinner speaker for Ideas Week 
2016.

Owner of SuperJam, Mr 
Doherty started his business at 
the age of 14 after being taught 
how to make jam in his grand-
mother’s kitchen in Scotland.

At 16, he presented his brand 
to Waitrose and went on to 
become the youngest supplier 
to a major supermarket. 

Fraser was recently award-
ed a MBE ‘for services to 
business’ by Her Majesty The 
Queen. Ideas week starts 
November 14. 

CHILDREN across Lochaber 
returned to school this week 
and local organisations have 
been trying to reduce the stress 
and expense a new term can 
bring, writes Monica Gibson.

Lochaber School Bank (LSB) 
was set up to help families who 
are struggling to kit their kids 
out for school.

The bank, at Loco Motif 
Bodyart tattoo parlour in Caol, 
relies heavily on donations and 
receives new and nearly new 
clothes and accessories which it 
passes on to those in need.

Donna Darbrough, who helps 
run the bank with friend Carol 
Anne Campbell, explained: 
‘We noticed on Facebook last 
year that there are a lot of 
people struggling with the cost 
of getting the kids ready to go 

back to school.  We had a stall 
in the town centre last year and 
then people started making 
donations.  

‘People have been so kind 
with their donations and luckily 
Carol Anne had some space in 

her tattoo parlour to store the 
clothes and our shelves are 
quite full.’

The mum of three added: ‘We 
are open throughout the year 
and have helped 18 children 
from referrals which we mainly 

get from Women’s Aid. We 
have also got in touch with the 
schools now asking for referrals 
and we are in the process of 
seeing if we can get charitable 
status so we can buy new items 
as well as second hand things.’

Via its page on social media, 
the bank also lets followers 
know of great deals and pro-
motions which might help save 
pennies.

Last Thursday (August 11) 
they took to Facebook to thank 
a local embroidery business for 
their particular donation.

In a post they wrote: ‘Wow, 
what can I say?  Popped over 
to LEAP as Helen said she 
had some stuff for us but didn’t 
expect this. Two big boxes of 
school jumpers, t-shirts, socks 
and a load of school bags, and 

loads of boxes of shoes!  So 
amazing, thank you both so 
much.’

Davie Duncan, who runs 
Lochaber Embroidery and 
Printing (LEAP) with partner 
Helen said: ‘We just like to pay 
it forward.  At the end of the 
day it’s nice to be nice.

He added: ‘We gave polo 
shirts in the colours of most 
of the schools around here, 
hoodies and sweatshirts, socks 
pants. Just the kind of things 
that sometimes people need 
and can’t get for whatever 
reason.  

‘Even for people with jobs the 
cost of uniforms and all that 
goes with it quickly adds up.’

Mr Duncan is a commercial 
diver by profession. The couple 
started up LEAP two years 

ago when their circumstances 
changed after noticing an open 
in the market.

Mr Duncan said: ‘With the 
way the oil industry is at the 
minute I found myself out of 
work.  Helen is a retired police 
constable, she had to retire 
through ill health but she had 
enjoyed doing the embroidery 
before just as a hobby.

‘We decided ‘let’s invest’ and 
there’s not  really a similar 
business in the area so we 
thought if we could work to sort 
out the local schools, clubs and 
uniforms then that would keep 
us going.  

‘We’re not exactly making a 
big profit but we’re providing a 
service – it’s a community thing 
really.’

Councillor’s 
shock at lack 
of discussion 
over island 
air service

Hearing 
scheduled

Ideas week

Carol Anne 
Campbell 

of Lochaber 
School 

Bank sorts 
through 

the boxes 
of clothing 
donated by 

LEAP.

Business goes extra mile to kit kids out for school
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ADVERTORIAL

THE LOCHABER 
Autism Support Group 
(LASG) raised £807.78 by 
holding a coffee morning 
in the café in Fort Wil-
liam Railway Station on 
Sunday (Aug 14).

This is the third annual 
coffee morning the group 
has held to raise funds for 
trips and treats for the 
children.

The group is made up 
of parents of autistic chil-
dren. There are currently 
17 children in the group, 
nine of whom are on the 
autistic spectrum. The 
other children are their 
siblings.

The group meets on 
the morning of the first 
Saturday of every month 
in the Salvation Hall for 
the children to play and 
learn new social skills 
while the parents can 
have a cup of tea and 
chat with others parents 

in a similar situation. 
Amie Wallace, chairper-
son of the support group 
said: ‘We have a coffee 
morning once a year. The 
café doesn’t open on a 
Sunday so we get to use it. 
Dave and Brian who run 
it are very good to let us 
take over.

‘The money raised goes 
towards buying stuff for 
the children or to take 
them on trips that they 
wouldn’t normally get 
to do as it can be quite 
difficult. 

‘We also have sensory 
equipment for them.

‘We all run the support 
group together, there’s no 
input from professionals, 
we do it all ourselves.’

Father Donald MacKin-
non of St Mary’s church 
encouraged his parish-
ioners to donate the price 
of a cup of coffee if they 
were unable to attend 

on the day. The church 
raised £124.52 towards 
the total which the group 
are very grateful for.

Every year the local 
branch of McDonalds 
choses a local charity 
to support, and in the 
last year they chose to 
help the Autism Support 
Group.

Mrs Wallace said: ‘We 
were very lucky to have 
McDonald’s support; they 
ran a raffle for us.’

The group are looking 
to taking the children on 
a trip on the steam train 
and also trying to get 
instruments for music 
therapy. 

They are always on the 
lookout for new members 
and for activities to help 
the children and for them 
to enjoy.

For further information 
visit the LASG Facebook 
page.

Salvage team on board rig 
to assess recovery options 
A SALVAGE team have begun 
a full assessment of an oil rig 
grounded on the Isle of Lewis, 
writes Ellie Forbes.

The Transocean Winner rig 
was carrying 280 metric tonnes 
of diesel when it ran aground at 
Dalmore last Monday (August 
8). 

Eight experts managed 
to board the rig on Sunday 
after bad weather stopped the 
planned operation on Friday 
August 12. An additional 
six people joined the team 
on Monday and that number 
looked to increase to 15.

Smit Salvage confirmed that 
the two diesel oil tanks are in-
tact and plans are now in place 
to transfer the fuel, a total of 
137 metric tonnes, via pumping 
systems to other tanks above 
the water. 

The Maritime and Coast-
guard Agency (MCA) said: ‘We 
understand that a maximum of 
53 metric tonnes has leaked. 
This has dispersed and there is 
no evidence of pollution based 
on the current reports that we 
have.’

An underwater survey is 
being carried out to identify the 
safest way to refloat the rig.

MCA said: ‘An AugustaWest-
land AW139 helicopter is now 
based in Stornoway to support 
the operation. 

‘A zone of 300 metres remains 
in place around the rig covering 
the sea and air, which means no 

drones will be permitted in the 
area, providing a safe working 

area for the salvage team to 
work in. 

The Western Isles Emergency 
Planning Co-ordinating group 
met on Monday to discuss the 
ongoing issue. 

A spokesperson for the group 
said: ‘As previously indicated, 
the Transocean Winner oil rig 
is expected to be at Dalmore 
for some time.

‘The SOSREP and Transo-
cean are now inviting the local 
community to a special public 
information meeting to be held 
tonight (August 18) at 8pm in 
Carloway Community Centre.’

Calls for a second emergency 
towing vehicle to be reinstated 
are growing following an 
inaugural meeting of MPs and 
MSPs across the region on 
Monday (August 15).

MSP Kate Forbes, MPs Drew 
Hendry and Angus MacNeil, 
joined others in writing to MP 
Chris Grayling. The letter read: 
‘The recent incident involving 
the Transocean Winner oil rig 
clearly demonstrates how utter-
ly inadequate and unacceptable 
the current emergency provi-
sion north of the Border is.’

Hugh Shaw, the secretary of 
state’s representative for mari-
time salvage and intervention, 
said: ‘Once the assessment is 
under way, we’ll have a much 
better idea of what we are 
dealing with, so a more detailed 
salvage plan can be put into 
place.’

The team aboard the stranded rig will now make a full assessment so a more detailed salvage plan 
can be put in place.

Members of the Lochaber Autism Support Group took over the café at Fort 
William railway station on Sunday to fundraise.

CONFIRMATION that diesel 
has begun leaking from the 
stranded Transocean Winner 
platform, which ran aground on 
the Isle of Lewis last Monday, 
has sparked concern over the 
likely destination and environ-
mental impact of the oil spill, 
writes Dr Keri Wallace, of the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS).

Scientists from SAMS are 
providing ongoing expert input 
into the response process for the 
crisis.  

At the time of writing, the ex-
act quantity of diesel oil leaked 
off Lewis was still unknown but 
the make-up of the substance 
being released, already tells us 
quite a lot. 

Marine diesel is usually broken 
up into tiny droplets by wind 
and wave action, and moved 
away from the spill-site by ocean 
currents within a day or less. For 
this reason there is seldom any 
oil to physically recover from 
the water’s surface. The tiny oil 
droplets dispersed throughout 
the body of water don’t just 
disappear. They tend to stick 
to small particles floating in 
the seawater, before eventually 
sinking and settling-out on the 
seabed. 

Images of thick black oil slicks 
are not usually associated with 
spills of marine diesel such as 
this. Instead diesel oil is not 
sticky or viscous, and at the 
coast is washed off the shore-

line quickly by waves and tidal 
currents. Where the fuel does 
penetrate into coastal soils or 
sands it is naturally degraded by 
microbes in one to two months.

Diesel is commonly regarded 
as one of the most toxic types 
of fuel oil, capable of killing 
most marine life that comes into 
direct contact with it. In open 
water however, diesel spills are 
usually dispersed so quickly that 
few fish and birds are affected. 
This is particularly the case 
in exposed coastal locations 
such as those found around the 
Western Isles.

It is the location and unique 
circumstances of each diesel 
leak that determine which 
specific environmental impacts 
are most likely. For example, 
consequences can be serious 
where diesel is trapped and 
concentrated in coastal areas 
or where prevailing conditions 
transport the fuel into nesting 
bird colonies, fish farms or are-
as of conservation importance. 
For this reason it is important 
for emergency oil spill respond-
ers to understand exactly how 
dispersed diesel spills will be 
moved by currents and tidal 
flows around the site.

Oceanographers at SAMS 
have expertise in oil spill tra-
jectory modelling and are cur-
rently providing ocean forecasts 
to Marine Scotland Science, 
the central co-ordinators of the 
crisis response. 

Oban-based 
scientists assist 
crisis response

Group’s cafe fundraiser 
is a piece of cake

Autism Group raise £807 towards activities Talent sought for 
open mic session 

Transport forum 
to meet MSPs 

Consistent exam 
results praised 

Duo are ‘winging 
it’ to Skye 

LOCAL talent is sought for 
an open music sessions in 
Glencoe.

The music evening will 
take place in Boots Bar at 
the Clachaig Inn on Sunday 
(August 21) from 9pm and all 
musicians,  from twangers, 
strummers, and part- time 
whistlers are welcome to play 
along.

LOCHABER transport forum is 
planning to meet with MSPs.

The forum will get together 
with SNP MSP, for Skye, Lo-
chaber and Badenoch, Kate 
Forbes on tomorrow (August 
19) and Conservative MSP 
for the Highland and Island 
Donald Cameron on Monday 
August 22.  

Forum member, Benny Mac-
Donald said: ‘The meetings are 
a chance to bring the MSPs up 
to date with issues which have 
been lingering for a long time, 
coupled with new rail issues 
since the ScotRail contracts 
started April 15. We hope the 
MSP’s can support us and push 
for the improvements we’re 
looking for.’ 

ANOTHER year of consistent 
exam results in the Western 
Isles has been welcomed by 
the local authority.

2016 results show 963 can-
didates sat exams at Higher 
level and an increase in the 
percentage of A-C passes to 
81.2 per cent.

Across the authority, there 
was a 86.94 per cent pass 
rate for 3,216 exam papaers 
entered.

A spokesman for the com-
hairle  said: ‘The authority 
appreciates the hard work 
of teaching sta�  and pupils 
and would also like to thank 
the administrative sta�  in 
schools for their diligence 
in the processing of SQA 
data.’

A GUITAR duo hoping to ‘cap-
ture the imagination’ will be 
performing across Skye next 
month.

Formerly known as ‘winging 
it’, Adam Bulley and Chas 
MacKenzie will be show-
casing their new album  on 
Friday September 9 at the Red 
Roof Gallery, at The Old Inn, 
Carbost on the 10 at the Elgol 
Village Hall on the 11.

OBAN Dental Care, for-
merly known as Argyll 
Square Dental Practice 
relocated last year 
from the top floor of 21 
High Street to a new, 
custom built location 
at the ground floor of 
17 Lochside Street, just 
opposite Tesco and are 
now accepting new NHS 
patients. 

A new dentist has 
recently joined the 

17 Lochside Street, Oban, PA34 4HP
Tel: 01631 562 791
www.obandentalcare.co.uk

Oban Dental Care, formerly known as Argyll Square Dental Care relocated last 
year from the top �oor of 21 High Street to a new, custom built location at the 
ground �oor of 17 Lochside Street, just opposite Tesco and are now accepting 
new NHS patients. 

A new dentist has recently joined the team at Oban Dental Care, which enables 
the practice to reduce the waiting time for existing patients treatments and 
accept even more new patients. 

In addition to all aspects of general dentistry provided under the NHS, Oban 
Dental Care also o�ers a wide range of cosmetic treatments, including teeth 
whitening, smile make over, adult braces or dental implants.

One day tooth (crown) restorations are now possible with the new technology 
which involves a 3D milling machine on site. This allows the dentist to make a 
bespoke crown on site saving you returning for a further visit to have the crown 
�tted. 

For more details or to book an appointment call 01631 562 791, pop into the 
practice at 17 Lochside Street,  (just opposite Tesco) or 
book online 24/7 at www.obandentalcare.co.uk

Book Online 24/7 @
www.obandentalcare.co.uk
NEW NHS Patients Welcome

Read more on page 5

NOW REGISTERING 
NEW NHS PATIENTS
- 2 FREE check-ups yearly
- Family Friendly Practice
- NHS & Private Braces
- Dental Implants

17 Lochside Street,
Oban, PA34 4HP
- opposite Tesco -

Tel: 01631562791
info@obandentalcare.co.uk

Oban Dental Care 
accept NHS patients

team at Oban Dental 
Care, which enables the 
practice to reduce the 
waiting time for existing 
patients treatments and 
accept even more new 
patients. 

In addition to all 
aspects of general den-
tistry provided under the 
NHS, Oban Dental Care 
also offers a wide range 
of cosmetic treatments, 
including teeth whit-
ening, smile makeover, 
adult braces or dental 
implants. One day tooth 
(crown) restorations are 
now possible with the 
new technology which 
involves a 3D milling 
machine on site. This al-
lows the dentist to make 
a bespoke crown on site 
saving you having to 
return for a further visit 
to have the crown fitted. 

For more details or to 
book an appointment 
call 01631 562791, pop 
into the practice at 17 
Lochside Street,  (just 
opposite Tesco) or book 
online 24/7 at www.
obandentalcare.co.uk
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ARGYLL MP Brendan 
O’Hara said he was 
‘delighted’ with the 
success of the Jobs Fair 
held in Lochgilphead’s 
Community Centre on 
August 11. 

The event attracted 
many employers and 
jobseekers. 

Afterwards, Mr 
O’Hara said: ‘It’s been a 
great way for employers 
and jobseekers to meet 
in a relaxed environ-
ment. 

‘And I am delighted to 
report employers were 
able to fill some of their 
vacancies from people 
they spoke to on the day.’

Mr O’Hara hopes the 
jobs fair will become an 
annual event.

He said: ‘I look forward 
to more of these events 
in Lochgilphead and 
throughout Argyll and 
Bute.’ 

FARMING unions 
from across the UK 
say it is essential all 
devolved governments 
guarantee that treasury 
funds are spent on agri-
culture as agreed by the 
UK government. 

Following the 
announcement by 
Chancellor Phillip 
Hammond that the gov-
ernment would commit 
to agricultural funding 
until 2020, the four un-
ion presidents pledged 
to continue their joint 
lobbying to promote the 
importance of UK food 
and farming against 
a backdrop of intense 
competition for public 
spending post Brexit.

NFU Scotland Presi-
dent Allan Bowie said: 
‘We know each devolved 
administration is facing 
significant spending 
pressure. 

However, the Chan-
cellor has been clear. 
He expects each of the 
devolved governments 
to use the money for 
agriculture.

‘This is the clear 
intention for which the 
money has been guar-
anteed.’

In addition, UFU 
President Barclay Bell 
said: ‘The UK Govern-
ment’s guarantee means 
that farmers are able to 
continue to fulfil their 
role of providing high 
quality food, produced 
to exacting welfare and 
environmental stand-
ards.’

B L A C K H O U S E 
Watersports Tiree are 
the hosts of this year’s 
‘Gathering Of The 
Clans’ surfing event, or-
ganised by the Scottish 
Surfing Federation. 

The competition is 
expected to have around 
60 competitors, includ-
ing under-14s champion 
Ben Larg, 11, from Tiree 
and under-16s compet-
itor Finn MacDonald, 

A GATHERING will 
be held in Oban this 
weekend for people and 
groups interested in the 
development and pro-
motion of Gaelic across 
Argyll and the islands.

Hosted by Argyll 
and Bute Council, 
the event will take 
place in the Corran 
Halls, Oban, this Sat-
urday (August 20) from 
10am until 4pm.

Gaelic has a rich 
tradition and a strong 
future in Argyll, with 
many people involved in 
a wide range of activities 
in their communities 
and their businesses 
to raise awareness and 
celebrate the language.

For further informa-
tion and/or to register 
for the event, please con-
tact Laura Macdonald 
at laura.macdonald@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Gaelic 
gathering

Surfs up 
on Tiree

Jobs fair 
success

Pledge to 
farmers

15, also from Tiree. 
Gathering Of The Clans 
will be held from Friday 
August 26 to August 
29, and 40 local club 
members are expected 
to compete in the team 
event over the four days. 

Ben Larg and Finn 
MacDonald will 
compete at the ISA 
World Junior Surfing 
Championship in São 
Miguel, Azores Islands, 
Portugal, on September 
17 along with surfing 
instructor Andrew 
Roberts, who will be 
competing in the under 
18s category.

TIMESLINE
Hospital beds 
‘recon� gured’

SAS says response 
times improving
THE SCOTTISH Ambulance 
Service says it responds to 
life-threatening calls within 
seven minutes within the 
Oban area.

The assurances were given 
after a woman waited for 
more than one hour for an 
ambulance outside the Cale-
donian Hotel, in Oban. 

A spokesman for the Scot-
tish Ambulance Service said: 
‘Sta�  rosters at Oban are at 
full establishment and there 
are currently no vacancies. 

‘Response times in the area 
continue to improve and the 
average response for poten-
tially life-threatening calls is 
around seven minutes.’

The spokesman also said 
there was no shortage of 
sta�  in the town. 

FOUR beds in Lorn and Islands 
hospital are being ‘recon� g-
ured’ as ‘short-term assessment 
beds’. 

The four beds have been med-
ical beds, on ward B. 

Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership (HSCP) 
said it was recon� guring the 
acute medical unit to build on 
the services that are currently 
provided to patients from the 
hospital.

A spokesman for the HSCP 
said: ‘The introduction of these 
assessment beds will provide 
an opportunity for patients 
to spend more time with the 
hospital’s medical, nursing and 
other associated professionals 
without the need to be admit-
ted to the hospital.’

Exciting discovery could 
rewrite Iona’s history
THE SITE of a potential pre-
historic village has been found 
on the island of Iona close to the 
site of the primary school.

Pottery, flints and other 
prehistoric materials found 
during the archaeological dig 
could redefine the history of the 
world-famous island and take 
its history back more than 2,500 
years.

The items unearthed, and be-
lieved to be five times older than 
the settlement of St Columba’s 
time in 563 AD, were made 
during excavation works for 
the building of an extension to 
the island’s primary school. A 
two metre wall protecting the 
village was also discovered.

Archaeologists from across 
Scotland and throughout the 
world have taken an interest 
in the findings and are now 
waiting for various dating and 
classification processes to take 
place to understand them.

An archaeological team 
have discovered two different 
periods of building on top of 
the original village mound  of 
more than 1,000 years, and a 
previously unknown extension 
to the medieval vallum, or wall, 
has all been found in a shallow 
ditch next to the school. 

The extent of the wall may re-
write experts’ understanding of 
the way in which the community 
on the island in 600 and 700 AD 
worked together.

But the finds may also prove 
the history of the island is much 
more complex in its significance 
to spirituality than the founda-
tions of Celtic Christianity. 

Due to the constraints of the 

site, the finds will be recorded, 
samples removed and the site 
then covered over with concrete, 
with remains being preserved 
and stored.

The archaeological work has 
been carried out by Dr Clare 
Ellis of Argyll Archaeology 

Ltd. Calling the finds ‘hugely 
interesting’, Dr Ellis said she 
was keen to get back onto the 
site later in the year when sew-
age tanks were due to be fitted.

Dr Ellis continued: ‘A later 
vallum on Iona was to separate 
the religious community of the 

island from the rest of the is-
land. It is likely that the vallum 
boundary was built in the 7th 
century. This is much later than 
the earlier prehistoric finds.

‘The remains of a turf bank 
with a cobble base can also be 
clearly seen. 

‘This bank is on the same 
alignment as the ditch, though 
it is notable that it has been cut 
by the ditch, indicating that it 
pre-dates this feature. 

‘It seems very likely that the 
turf bank and ditch are early 
medieval in date, perhaps 7th or 
8th century, and may represent 
the remains of an unknown 
monastic boundary, while the 
underlying soils appear likely to 
date from the late Bronze Age 
or Iron Age.

‘What is most exciting to me 
is that the lines of the property 
that exist now are very similar to 
the property lines that existed 
more than 2,000 years ago.’

Archaeologist Hugh McBrien, 
of statutory body West of Scot-
land Archaeology, said he was 
‘excited about the finds on Iona’.

Mr McBrien said: ‘When finds 
like this come along it allows the 
past to speak to us. There are no 
written records, of course, so all 
we have to go on is what is in the 
ground.

‘It seems likely this is an ec-
clesiastical vallum for the main 
abbey or one unknown about.

‘When we find something 
unexpected, as in this case, we 
have to stop and reconsider 
what we previously understood 
about the site.

‘What is becoming clear is 
that when the ice sheets rolled 
back off Scotland some 10-
12,000 years ago the Mesolithic 
hunter gatherers moved onto 
the islands and followed the 
retreating ice.

‘What we now have on Iona is 
evidence that people lived on 
the island, created boundaries 
and set up communities long be-
fore the lands were ‘discovered’ 
by St Columba.’

EXCLUSIVE
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The archaelogical teams have discovered two di� erent periods of building on top of an original 
village mound 

POLICE have launched a 
road safety campaign three 
weeks earlier than the rest of 
the country after new figures 
show an increase in the num-
ber of people who have been 
killed and seriously injured on 
roads in Argyll and Bute.

This week, Argyll and Bute 
Road Safety Group launched 
a four-week local rural roads 
safety initiative in advance of 
a national campaign which 
is due to take place between 
September 5 and 11.

The A83, A82, A85 and the 
A816 will be among roads 
patrolled by safety group 
partners including Police 
Scotland, Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service and the coun-
cil Road Safety Unit. 

Chief Inspector Marlene 
Baillie, Area Commander for 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Oban, 
Lorn and the Islands said: 
‘This [increase] causes real 
concern and the group is 
working hard to try to prevent 
such accidents occurring. 

‘As part of our response we 
will be engaging in a number 
of activities in an effort to 
influence driver behaviour 
and keep our roads safe.

‘There will be an increased 
police presence at priority 
locations with officers using 
speed detecting equipment, 
patrolling in unmarked vehi-
cles and engaging with drivers 
to give road safety advice. 

‘There will also be young 
driver events, biker first aid 
training and car seat safety 
initiatives. 

‘However, there is also a 
responsibility on road users to 
ensure their own safety by not 
engaging in dangerous driving 
activity such as speeding, 
mobile phone usage or over-
taking without safe clearance.’

Road safety 
campaign 
launched 
early
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Youth work charity set to 
close after funding slashed
A CHARITY helping young 
people in Argyll into work could 
close, with the loss of 16 jobs, if 
Argyll and Bute Council can’t 
help save it following national 
funding cuts.

Over the last 25 years Argyll 
Training has offered vocational 
training programmes for young 
people who face barriers to 
employment, helping to find 
them work experience and jobs 
in more than 300 companies.

Argyll Training’s Peter 
Darling said the organisation 
helps on average 35 to 40 young 
people a year, adding: ‘A lot of 
youngsters just need that first 
step on the ladder. At least three 
quarters go into apprenticeships 
and employment.’

But recent funding cuts have 
brought the charity to crisis 
point. With its reserves depleted 
and no money in the budget 
for additional places, it had to 
close its centres in Rothesay 
and Campbeltown in the last 12 
months, leaving only those in 
Oban, Dunoon and Greenock. 

Mr Darling added that ‘there’s 
a very strong possibility’ of 
all of its 16 staff being made 
redundant.

Managing director Fraser 
McCowan told the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 
in the Corran Halls on Wednes-
day last week: ‘Come September 
we will not be able to continue 
in our present form. We’re not 
trying to make money, we’re 
just wanting to cover the costs 
of delivering a service. If we 
do not continue, the chances of 

someone else coming in will be 
remote. Once it goes, it’s gone.’

Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee unanimously sup-
ported a motion asking Argyll 
and Bute councillors to consider 
Argyll Training’s ‘critical’ posi-
tion ‘as a matter of urgency’ at 
their meeting today (August 18).

The letter states: ‘At this time 
a number of staff have taken 
voluntary redundancy and all 
remaining staff (16) have taken 
salary reductions and are sub-
ject to 90 days’ notice of redun-

dancy. The company’s offices 
in Campbeltown and Rothesay 
have been closed.’

The letter explained Argyll 
Training has been placed in a 
‘critical’ position due to a 42 per 
cent funding cut in the Scottish 
Government’s Employability 
Fund for 2016/17, equivalent 
to losing 70 places, and by ‘the 
cessation of the Department 
for Work and Pensions pro-
grammes (i.e. Mandatory Work 
Activity and Community Work 
Placement contracts) with no 
extension of provision until Wel-
fare to Work activity is devolved 
to Scotland as of April 1, 2017.’

The motion continued: ‘It is 
of key concern that if Argyll 
Training ceases to trade, then 
Argyll and Bute will, in effect, 
be left with little or no Employ-
ability Fund provision. This will 
have a significant impact on the 
support that can be offered to 
our vulnerable young people 
in terms of providing them 
with the necessary skills and 
qualifications to aide them into 
employment, including the op-
portunity to become a modern 
apprentice.

‘The loss of quality training 
jobs and the key role they play 
in rural employability will have 
a huge impact on Argyll and 
Bute’s economy which continues 
to be affected by depopulation.

‘To date, the council has been 
actively lobbying the UK and 
Scottish governments on the 
devolution of Welfare to Work 
Programmes to Scotland. 

‘In particular, a focus has been 
given to the provision of employ-
ability services in rural/remote 
and island areas. However, 
previous lobbying activity has 
not been successful in reversing 
the funding decision.

‘The council is asked to make 
representations to the Scottish 
Government to work together to 
develop realistic options for the 
continuation of this proven and 
valuable service.’

Oban North and Lorn coun-
cillor Julie McKenzie told the 
meeting: ‘We’re on a really short 
timescale before September if 
we’re going to do anything to 
save Argyll Training. There is 
nothing in place if this goes. 
This is a problem that will affect 
the whole of Argyll and Bute.’ 

Group hits 
out at wind 
farm report
MOUNTAINEERING Scot-
land has refuted a ‘meaningless’ 
report that concluded wind farms 
had no effect on tourism jobs. 

The study by consultants 
BiGGAR Economics said wind 
farms do not discourage holi-
daymakers and ‘puts to bed the 
myth’ that the sight of turbines 
damages tourism.

But the council for mountain-
eers, climbing and hill walking 
enthusiasts has hit back claiming 
major weaknesses in the report 
make it irrelevant to the debate 
over constructing wind farms in 
mountain areas and wild land. 

Dave Gordon, Mountain-
eering Scotland’s director for 
landscape and planning, argued 
the BiGGAR report ignores the 
importance of location when 
measuring the effect of wind 
farms and uses sample areas 
that could fail to show very real 
effects. 

Dr Gordon said: ‘This report 
assumes all wind farms are equal 
and will have the same effect 
on tourism, but that’s obviously 
not the case. In areas where 
the landscape is a major factor 
in attracting tourism our own 
surveys have shown that people 
are deterred by the presence of 
wind farms. These areas are not 
included in the BiGGAR report.’

Village 
aims to 
discourage 
overtaking

Christmas 
lights cash

PLANS are afoot to discour-
age drivers overtaking on the 
A816 through Kilmelford, 
writes Sandy Neil.

Kilninver and Kilmelford 
Community Council heard 
last week that Argyll and 
Bute Council had monitored 
1,400 vehicles travelling on 
the long, straight stretch 
through the village – a 30mph 
zone – over a 24-hour period, 
and recorded an average 
speed of 31.8mph, according 
with Police Scotland‘s mea-
surements.

The speed was ‘relatively 
low’, argued Jim Smith of 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
roads and amenity services, 
and furthermore ‘shows the 
30mph speed limit is by and 
large being respected’. 

He told the meeting, held in 
Kilmelford Village Hall on 
Tuesday August 9, that 85 per 
cent of traffic did not exceed 
38.5mph.

However, community coun-
cil chairman Nigel Mitchell 
said: ‘The problem is overtak-
ing on that straight. We want 
to try to stop that.’

Mr Smith advised against 
suggested speed bumps and 
white lines prohibiting all 
overtaking, but praised the 
efficacy of flashing 30mph 
signs, which can be toured 
around Argyll villages at a 
lower cost. 

The community councillors 
asked Mr Smith to report 
back on the cost, so an appli-
cation might be made to the 
Carraig Gheal Community 
Wind Farm Benefit Fund.

CHRISTMAS lights funding 
has been protected for the 
next three years to the tune of 
£300,000.

Claiming the money was im-
portant in attracting people 
into Argyll towns, a council 
committee agreed last week 
that community groups will 
be allocated cash from the 
central pot.

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
spokeswoman for roads and 
amenity services, said: ‘Last 
year we helped community 
groups secure almost £1mil-
lion of funding. We are 
confident we can help groups 
form, constitute and take on 
the running of the lights.

‘We know festive lighting 
matters to people and we will 
work hard to ensure a long-
term, sustainable solution 
which keeps Argyll and Bute 
lit up for many Christmases 
to come.’

AFTER his rise to fame through 
the pages of The Oban Times, 
Parsley the cat is ‘just as adven-
turous as ever’ according to his 
owner Fiona Campbell-Smith, 
writes Naimh Adams McGilp. 

Last week saw the cat’s fame 
increase with an appearance on 
STV news last Friday.

Parsley has also been in various 
newspapers and magazines since 
The Oban Times revealed the 
feline’s ambitions for stardom 
earlier in the year.

Parsley was just eight months 
old when he went on his first 
adventure and as any cat-owner 
would be, Fiona was desperate 
to find him. The first time he 
went missing she panicked and 
reported it to the town’s vets. She 
later found out he had been all 
the way up to the viewing tower 
on Pulpit Hill. 

Now aged two the cheeky chap 
has been spotted all over Oban 
and made quite a name for him-
self locally, and internationally. 

After being asked how Parsley 
is coping with his celebrity status, 
Ms Campbell-Smith said: ‘He’s 
exhausted, he’s sleeping an awful 
lot. He’s been quite good recent-
ly, not staying out too late – ever 
since his TV appearance he’s 

calmed down a little bit. I don’t 
think it’ll be for long, though.’ 

Parsley usually covers between 
five and six kilometres a day, 
which means he is on a special 
high-calorie diet because of the 

amount of energy he’s using up. 
Last Sunday he only covered two 
an a half kilometres, which Fiona 
said was a ‘quiet day for him.’ 

However, Fiona thinks he’s 
becoming more adventurous.

She said: ‘He’s growing in con-
fidence, he now knows exactly 
where he’s going. It’s amazing. 

‘I used to think he wasn’t that 
bright, but he really is. He knows 
the whole town.’ 

One of Parsley’s main routes is 
through Jacob’s Ladder, where 
he tackles all 144 steps. 

Now that Parsley is well-known, 
people are pleased to see him 
when he’s out and about. How-
ever, Fiona worries that he’s less 
safe now as a celebrity cat than 
he was before as people are now 
less concerned about him being 
in places he shouldn’t be. 

Parsley receives many messages 
everyday from fans using their 
cats as online aliases in order to 
communicate with him. 

Fiona thinks it’s lovely that 
people with busy lives have a 
little time and love to spare for 
Parsley. 

When asked if the fame has 
gone to his head, Fiona replied: 
‘Parsley was famous even before 
he was famous.

‘In his head, he’s always been 
the best cat in the world.’

In their house, Fiona says she 
and Parsley are equals, but she 
does admit that ‘maybe he has 
the upper paw’. 

Parsley the cat’s celebrity status 
ensures he still has the upper paw

Ready for his close up…Parsley makes a visit to Dawn McBay in St 
Saviour’s beauty salon, a mere 1.5 cat miles from his home. 

AN MSP has accused the 
boss of the newly-formed 
health and social care organ-
isation in Argyll and Bute of  
being ‘skilful’ in not replying 
to his questions, writes Louise 
Glen.

The email spat comes after 
Michael Russell MSP asked 
Christina West, chief officer 
at Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) to be accountable to 
the public after news that two 
care homes were marked for 
closure before the community 
consultation was completed.

Ms Christina West wrote to 
Mr Russell last week.

She said: ‘The HSCP have 
carefully considered the 
difficult decisions to progress 
the urgent transformation of 
health and social care. 

‘As part of proceeding with 
the redesign of these servic-
es, in line with national pol-
icy, the HSCP have directed 
that there will be full public 
involvement and engagement 
with users, stakeholders and 
the public as we progress 
implementation of our new 
model over the next three 
years.

‘As stakeholders we will 
keep MSPs and elected mem-
bers appraised of our process 
for involving and engaging 
with the users of services and 
the public. This will include 
meetings with those stake-
holders and my office will be 
in touch in due course.’

Mr Russell said: ‘I have the 
greatest of admiration for 
your skills and this is a skilful 
reply not least because it an-
swers questions I didn’t ask, 
but in so doing fails to answer 
the ones I did.

‘Your answer seems to 
imply that consultation after 
decisions are made will be 
the norm going forward.’

Mr Russell asked for the 
decision to close Thomson 
Court and Struan Lodge 
nursing homes to be immedi-
ately revoked. 

He continues: ‘I am asking 
the HSCP to review the gov-
ernance of the organisation 
to ensure that such a flawed 
process cannot be repeated – 
in other words when closures 
decisions are made they are 
announced as such and are 
preceded by consultation, not 
followed by consultation.’ 

Argyll MSP angered over 
partnership chief’s failure 
to answer questions

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee Rachael Thomson with Argyll Training’s Peter Darling.
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A WEEKEND fun day organ-
ised by Oban’s Masonic Lodge 
has so far raised £5,215 for two 
charities.

Saturday’s fun day, run by 
Oban Commercial Lodge 
No. 180, sported games such 
as a bungee run strewn with 
lollipops, beat-the-goalie, and 
even an old fashioned coconut 
shy, alongside craft and burger 
stalls, a bouncy castle, face 
painting, and a generous raffle.

Sporadic downpours at times 
cleared the field at Oban Lorne 
Rugby Club on Glencruitten 
Drive, with hundreds of adults 
and children diving for cover 
in the clubhouse during the 
afternoon, but the play quickly 
resumed. 

Three teams from the Oban 
and Taynuilt Masonic Lodges 
also competed in a football 
tournament, won by Taynuilt’s 
Lodge St Moden No. 985.

All the attractions and tickets 
raised money for the Lodge’s 
two chosen charities: the Special 

Baby Care Unit Endowment 
Fund at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, and the St 
Andrews University Alternative 
Format Suite, which produces 
audio books and Braille prints 
for students with special needs, 
thanks to one paid and 50 vol-
unteer members of staff.

One of the fun day’s organ-
isers, Kenny Pearson, said the 
event follows a successful fun 
day five years ago, which raised 
thousands of pounds for the 
Oban Hospice, and he hoped 
this year’s would do the same 

for the Special Baby Care Unit. 
He said: ‘My son was born ear-

lier this year and he needed a lot 
of treatment, which spurred me 
on to ask the lodge if we could 
put an event on again this year.’

Mr Pearson was joined by fel-
low organisers, Scott and Karen 
MacAllister, whose son Rian, 
a former Oban High School 
pupil and talented student at St 
Andrews University, tragically 
died last year aged 21. 

Rian, who was blind due to a 
condition called optic nerve 
hypoplasia, had just graduated 

with a degree in mediaeval his-
tory and Middle East studies.

Karen explained: ‘The St 
Andrews University Alternative 
Format Suite made a huge dif-
ference to his life – it made work 
accessible. It was really crucial 
to Rian’s university life.’ 

Speaking on Saturday af-
ternoon, Scott added: ‘So far 
the day’s raised £3,000, which 
will be split between the two 
charities. 

‘There’s still the ceilidh this 
evening, so we’re hoping to 
raise more. 

‘The community and the Ma-
sonic Lodge have been fantastic 
and very supportive.’

The Oban Commercial 
Lodge’s Right Worshipful Mas-
ter, Brother Kenneth Stewart, 
praised everybody’s ‘excellent 
effort’, and ‘the large number of 
quality donations, and people 
who came out to support, de-
spite the weather’.

The fun continued at a ceilidh 
in the Masonic Lodge on Al-
bany Street, Oban, with music 
by George Noble Disco, and 
Kenny Pearson and friends.

Oban Masonic Lodge hosts fun day 
helping raise thousands for charity
SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Photographs clockwise from top left: Ellie MacNiven and, behind, Emma Roxburgh, of Oban Lorne Ladies Rugby Club demonstrate the bungee run 15_T34 Fun Day - bungee run; Robbie Dewar, 3, celebrates with his 
auntie Caroline Reardon and cake in the clubhouse, after winning a coconut at the shy 15_T34 Fun Day - cake; Two year-old Paloma from Oban met Mickey and Minnie Mouse at the fun day 15_T34 Fun Day  - mice; Ellie 

MacNiven and Emma Roxburgh are in the zone 15_T34 Fun Day  - skill zone; Left to right, 13-year-old Arran from Dunbeg poses behind his stall with Abbie, 5, and Sophie, 7, from Oban. 15_T34 Fun Day - sponge;  11-year-old 
Declan Thomson from Oban knocks o�  his � rst of two coconuts 15_T34 Fun Day coconut.

Partners 
unveiled 
for Argyll 
Enterprise 
Week
A WIDE range of partner 
organisations have signed up 
to take part in Argyll’s first 
Enterprise Week, with a huge 
array of free support on offer.  

Argyll Enterprise Week 
is a new initiative, debuting 
in Oban on the October 31-
November 4.

Hosted in partnership by 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway and High-
lands and Islands Enterprise, 
the week of activities aims to 
inspire, inform and connect 
businesses, social enterprises, 
communities and entrepre-
neurs from across the area 
and beyond.

Access to funding is a key 
theme, with DSL Business Fi-
nance, Argyll and the Islands 
LEADER, crowdfunder 
Growth Deck, SJ Noble Trust,  
Scottish Edge, Business 
Gateway and angel investor 
Investing Women Angels all 
delivering sessions to explain 
the funding they can offer to 
businesses and how to apply. 

Central to the week will be 
a business support fair which 
will showcase the wide range 
of support available.  More 
than 25 organisations will be 
on hand to outline the support 
they offer, including Scottish 
Development International, 
Scottish Manufacturing Advi-
sory Service, Argyll College, 
Interface and the council’s 
planning and regulatory 
services.

Networking events through-
out the week will be facili-
tated by Women Enterprise 
Scotland, Federation of Small 
Businesses, InspirAlba and 
The Oban Times. 

Digital, innovation and 
internationalisation support 
will be provided through 
workshops from DigitalBoost 
and HIE’s specialist teams.  

David Smart, Head of Spe-
cial Projects for Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise com-
mented: ‘We are delighted to 
be working with such a wide 
range of enthusiastic partners. 
Argyll Enterprise Week will 
demonstrate the strength and 
depth of support available, 
with our partners focusing 
on offering practical support 
to help enterprise flourish 
in Argyll and the Islands. I 
would encourage anyone who 
has an interest in enterprise to 
get involved with what is going 
to be an exciting week.’

A focus on key sectors is sup-
ported by partners including 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative, Scotland Food 
and Drink and Craft Scotland.

 The event programme will 
be published at the end of 
August, when the activities 
will open for bookings. 

For more information visit 
www.hie.co.uk/argyllenter-
priseweek or call 01546 
604555.
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A number of Lomond School pupils – along with 
parents and sta�  – attended the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse on July 7 to receive their Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Awards. 
The prestigious awards are presented to young 
people who complete all sections of the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh programme, which includes an 
expedition and � ve-day residential trip. The award 
is recognised and highly regarded by universities 
and employers. 

Success for Lomond School pupils

The school was also recognised for its participation 
in the awards over the years. 
Johanna Urquhart, principal, said: ‘Lomond School’s 
location means that there is a particular emphasis 
on outdoor pursuits. The Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme is, without doubt, a signi� cant feature and 
we have enjoyed great success carrying out expedi-
tions both locally and abroad.’

Prince Edward, the Earl of Wessex, presents the 
award to the school’s principal, Johanna  

Urquhart, centre, with teacher Mrs Nicola Harwood.
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Sport

Buckie Thistle                  4
Fort William                       2
Highland League

South Lochaber Thistle get off to a 
winning start

Football

The Ben Nevis Distillery nominated pairs bowling competition 
held at the Fort William Bowling Clubs Green at Inverlochy, with 

a close fought � nal in which (left to right ) Keith Brannagan 
and David Weir came out on top with a seven to six end win to 

runners up Lyn Donald and Kevin Douglas. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle 
marked their first ever com-

United Glasgow                 1
South Lochaber Thistle    2
West of Scotland League

petitive game with a 2-1 victory 
over United Glasgow at Glas-
gow Green last Saturday.
 The team, started by Alan 
‘Spud’ Gray and Daniel Mack-
intosh just three months ago 

looked organised and energised 
for their inaugural season.
 They started the game bright-
er and any early nerves were 
put to bed on 14 minutes when 
Daniel Mackintosh set up Dave 
Forbes, who from fully 30 yards 
struck the ball into the top left 
hand corern of the net.
 Thistle continued to dominate 
the game with Ewan Maclean 
and Lewis Morrison both 
causing the United Glasgow 
full backs no end of problems 
with their movement and direct 
running.
 Going in at half time 1-0 to 
the good, Thistle changed to a 
4-4-2 formation for the second 
half which lead to an even more 
dominant performance with 
both Daniel Mackintosh and 
Paul McFatridge unlucky not 
to extend their lead.
 A great diagonal ball from 
Dave Forbes was received by 
man of the match Ewan Ma-
clean whom from 20 yards on 
the angle cheekily chipped the 

outrushing keeper to make it 
2-0 to Thistle.
 As the game came down to 
the final 10 minutes a goal line 
clearance from Kieran Lopez 
and a crucial tackle by Alan 
Gray kept the opposition at bay.
 However an 88th minute own 

goal meant no clean sheet for 
the new team but that wasn’t 
enough to dampen their spirits 
as they emerged with all three 
points.
 After the game manager Alan 
Gray was proud of his boys say-
ing: ‘Being that we didn’t exist 

three months ago, to get to our 
first game is amazing, all the 
hard work on and off the park 
has all been worthwhile and 
hopefully we can kick on from 
here and continue to improve 
as the season continues.’ 
 Thistle’s next game is on 

Wednesday August 24 when 
they travel to take on Helens-
burgh.
 Starting line up v United Glasgow: 
Hunter, K Lopez (Hancar 90), Gray, 
Rodger (capt), Duncan, S Lopez 
(Wilson 70), Mackintosh, Forbes, 
Morrison, Maclean, McFatridge (Tot 
60).

South Lochaber’s Danny Mackintosh in action against
United Glasgow last Saturday.

Newly-formed South Lochaber Thistle photographed before their � rst competitive league game at Glasgow Green last Saturday.
 Photos: Alba Photos

FORT WILLIAM headed east 
last Saturday to face top of the 
table Buckie Thistle.

The Jags started the season 
well, winning their first three 
games and scoring 18 goals into 
the bargain. 

They strengthened their team 
considerably during the sum-
mer, most notably with the sign-
ing of ex-Fort favourites John 
Mcleod and Sam Urquhart. 

Despite the home side having 
most of the early play, it was the 
Fort who were to take the lead. 
Adam Porritt’s free-kick made 
it 1-0 to the visitors on the half 
hour mark.

The Fort held on till half-
time, but just 60 seconds into 
the second half the home side 
levelled.

John Mcleod fired home from 
the spot after Fort keeper Dou-
gie MacLennan was penalised. 

Minutes later and it was 2-1 
to Buckie with Sam Urquhart 
in the right place to head home. 

But the Fort hung in and got 
their reward when Liam Taylor 
fired home to make it 2-2.

The home side then upped 
their game and got their reward 
with two late strikes through 
Drew Copeland and Chris 
Angus making the final score 
Buckie Thistle 4 Fort William 
2.

The Fort play Keith at home 
next Saturday (August 20).

John Rogan, right, who has been sponsoring the Lochaber Singles Bowls competition for the
last  26 years, presents the trophy to the winner Robert Hunter. Runner up was Eddie Downs.

John took part in the competition and reached the semi � nals. The competition was held
 at the Fort William Railway Bowling Club Green at Inverlochy. Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography

NEVIS Range lifted their first 
ever trophy in a pulsating final 
on Sunday (August 13). 

Ryan Wilson and Martin 
Munro gave Nevis Range a 2-0 
lead within the first 15 minutes.

Ballachulish responded with 
a Ross MacLean goal before 
Martin Munro replied again 
for Nevis Range.

Ex-players 
come back 
to haunt
Fort William

New sponsoship deal and playing 
kit for Kilmallie Shinty Club
KILMALLIE Shinty Club 
received new strips and spon-
sorship from Bowman skip hire 
and waste haulage company at 
the weekend.

Anne Bowman, wife of the 
late Ewen Bowman, who 

Anne Bowman presents Kilmallie team captain Martin Stewart with the new strip. Anne also 
presented a sponsorship cheque to club chairman Alastair MacIntyre

passed away suddenly in March 
this year, presented team cap-
tain Martin Stewart the new 
strip on Saturday (August 13).

Mr Bowman, with the family 
business, had been the sponsor 
of the Kilmallie Shinty Club 

and the Camanachd Referee 
Association for some years.

Alastair MacIntyre, chairman 
of Kilmallie Shinty Club, said: 
‘Everybody at Kilmallie Shinty 
Club is delighted that the Bow-
man family are continuing to 
support Kilmallie and continue 
the relationship which has been 
in place for over 30 years.’ 

Mrs Bowman also presented 
Mr MacIntyre with a sponsor-
ship cheque for the club.

A spokesperson for the 
Bowman family said: ‘We have 
been supporting Kilmallie for 
30 years and the family are de-
lighted to continue supporting 
them.’

Mr MacIntyre, added: ‘We 
are honoured that Mrs Anne 
Bowman has agreed to take up 
the position of president of the 
club.’

After the presentations, Kil-
mallie went on to play Inveraray 
whom they beat 4:1.

Shinty

Nevis Range defeat Ballachulish 
to win their � rst-ever trophy
Nevis Range                  4
Ballachulish                       3
Kinloch Shield Cup Final

Mallaig                    8
Tekkerslovakia                      0
Duthie Cup Final

TEKKERS again struggled to 
field a full team which turned 
the game into a one-sided 
affair. 

Ross Douglas again was the 
match winner with five goals. 
Bradley Flannigan, Jamie 
MacGregor and Neil Cameron 
were the other scorers to give 
Mallaig their third trophy.

Just before half time Eric Tott 
made it 3-2, and Paul MacPar-
lane levelled in the second half. 

Man of the match, Ballachu-
lish goalkeeper David Dunlop, 
pulled off several great saves 
as the final looked to be head-
ing for a penalty shoot out. 
With five minutes remaining 
Andrew MacLean scored the 
winner to reward manager 
Donald MacNeil’s hard work in 
keeping his team going over the 
last few years.

Robert bowls them over to win singles title
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 11, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)
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Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.39 3.8 11.49 0.7 18.01 4.0  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.11 0.7 06.12 3.9 12.25 0.5 18.35 4.1
Sat 00.51 0.6 06.43 3.9 13.03 0.4 19.09 4.1
Sun 01.30 0.5 07.17 3.9 13.43 0.4 19.46 4.1
Mon 02.11 0.6 07.55 3.8 14.26 0.6 20.26 3.9
Tues 02.55 0.7 08.36 3.6 15.13 0.8 21.10 3.6
Wed 03.44 0.9 09.24 3.3 16.07 1.0 22.04 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

10

18

17

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 19ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light east south easterly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 18ºC.




