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THE CATALINA sea plane 
visiting Oban this week will 
do a display over the town 
tomorrow (Friday).

Arranged as part of 
celebrations to mark the 
centenary of Harry Hawker’s 

an Oban man who is currently serving a prison 
sentence.

Derek Darrah, 33, was due to appear at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday to be sentenced for 
a drink driving offence but prisoner transport 
services failed to turn up with him. 

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty told the court 

he had requested Darrah be brought to court 
but admitted: ‘He is not in Greenock and we are 

Authorities also failed to ensure Darrah 
attended court when the case last called in July. 

A new date for sentencing has been set for 
September 17 - after he is expected to be released 
from prison.

BEING caught dealing heroin 
around Oban has landed a man 

months.
Martin Docherty, 33, currently 

a prisoner in Barlinnie, was 
caught red handed with the 
drugs by police after they were 
called to a house in Oban.

Docherty answered the door 

shorts and a t-shirt - but when 

paper drop from his shorts he 
was detained.

told the court during an initial 
and then intimate search police 
found heroin worth more 
than £700 in several wraps on 
Docherty.

A search of his home turned 
up drug paraphernalia including 
scales and items used to prepare 
and smoke heroin. Eleven mobile 
phones were also found.

ONE OF the biggest backers of 
a gold mine development near 
Cononish has sold nearly four 
million shares in the company.

Shane Sadleir, who has been 
Scotgold Resources’ largest 
investor, told investors last 
week that he had sold 3,937,500 
shares at an estimated worth 

Defence agent Paul Langan 
said Docherty had experienced 
personal tragedies in life 
including the brutal murder of 
his father when he was young 
and the recent death of his 
brother.

He said: ‘Heroin was still a 

was using a substantial amount. 
He regrets his involvement in 
these matters and recognises 
that a custodial sentence is 
inevitable.’

Docherty’s father is believed 
to be Mick Docherty, whose 
mutilated body was found 
buried in swampy ground in 
Renfrewshire in 1995.

Forensic experts said the 36-
year-old was dismembered while 
still alive and suspect some body 
parts had been fed to dogs.

Docherty’s sentence was 
backdated until July 11 when he 
was taken into custody.

Oban heroin dealer 
jailed for 29 months

Argyll say they feel ‘target-
based’ policing is harming 
their reputation within the 
community.

Local bobbies have expressed 
concern to The Oban Times 
that key performance indicators 

to chase charges as opposed 
to the practice of preventative 
policing or using discretion in 
exceptional circumstances.

However, Oban area 
commander, Chief Inspector 
Alistair Davidson, dismissed the 
allegations as a misunderstanding 
of the system - and insists the 
force still enjoys community 
support.

One local bobby told The Oban 
Times: ‘We have targets for 
speeding; someone said to me if 
we’re going to meet them we’d 
have to do everyone in Oban 
three times. 

‘That would obviously upset 
the community so what can we 
do? Target the tourists? What 
does that do for tourism? 

‘Targets just mean we have 
to chase more people and we 
don’t feel we have the same 
community support.’

Another said: ‘How can 
meeting targets help with 
preventing crime? If we’ve got 
these indicators to chase, you 
have to look differently at how 
you do things.’

The Oban Times spoke to one 
woman who said she lost faith in 
the police after saying she had 
been accused of a crime she says 
she didn’t commit. 

She said: ‘I felt I was targeted 
to get their numbers up. They 
even changed the charge. It was 
farcical.’

Councillor Fred Hall, formerly 
Oban, Lorn and Isles area 
commander, said: ‘I’m surprised 
these targets have not been 
challenged in court.  

pressure to meet targets, case 
dismissed.’

Describing the claims over 
speeding targets as ‘absolute 
rubbish’, CI Davidson said: ‘No 

targets. We live in a performance 
culture measured by key 
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indicators. These are guided by 
our community consultation 
every year.

‘Speeding is almost always top 
of that list.  It’s hard to argue 
against that. What concerns me 
is that the numbers of casualties 
and persons with serious injuries 
- including children - from road 
incidents is around the same 
level as last year.

‘But there’s no expectation 

back with, for example, a certain 

Asked if KPIs measure 
prevention, he said: ‘The 
current performance culture can 
measure the number of public 
reports of street drinking.  If 
we compare that year-on-year 
we can see whether there’s any 
impact.  

‘If the number of calls from the 
public reduce, we measure that.’

He added: ‘I think judging by 
the number of thank you letters I 
get, we do still have the support 
of the community. From the 
public consultation too, I’d say 
the support is still there.’

 Have your say on this 
story, log on to facebook.
com/obantimes.

Coll and Tiree could get 
dedicated ferry

Ronnie MacColl and grandson Ross are suitably dressed for the wet weather at this year’s Appin 
Agricultural Show. The event is held at Ronnie’s Stalker Croft, in the shadow of Castle Stalker, 

making it one of the most picturesque showfields in the country - despite the mud and rain. See 
more on page 8. 16_t34appin03

Britain, the visit to Oban will 
see a host of activities at the 
town’s airport, North Connel, 
on the Saturday. The aerial 
display over Oban will start at 
10.30am on Friday, with the 

to raise a few eyes to the sky.

Catalina sea plane visits Oban

concern over 
‘target-based’ 
policing

Aced exams: Daniel Burt. 16_t34daniel01

All geared up for Appin Show

But area commander dismisses allegations and 
insists the force still has community support

Authorities ‘having trouble’ locating prisoner
of £40,000. The news comes 
after Scotlgold, lead by Chris 
Sangster, said it needs to raise 
£23.2million to develop the 
mine near Tyndrum.  While 

African-based RMB Resources, 
it is conditional on the company 

Gold mine backer sells shares

cough during his exams in 2012 has bounced back to 
record four straight ‘A’s this year.

Daniel Burt, from North Connel, was off sick for 
two months with the dangerous illness and missed his 

The budding scientist was devastated when the exam 
board took little account of his prelim scores and 
awarded him far lesser grades.

Only a campaign by the school and Argyll and Bute 
MSP Michael Russell prevented him getting no award 
for his Higher maths. Daniel felt he had a point to 
prove to the markers - and on opening his exam results 
this summer found he had done just that.

The 17-year-old aced every subject, gaining Ad-
vanced Higher ‘A’s in biology, chemistry and maths, 
with a Higher ‘A’ in computing - which he studied in 
his spare time. 

Daniel said: ‘The whooping cough just knocked me 
out for at least two months last year around Easter 

and wiped me out for the exam period but I was told it 
would be alright because of my prelim grades.

‘I was devastated when the results came through, 

I started my sixth year I was worried about whether 
people would think I was capable - so I set out to prove 
the exam board wrong.’

Daniel worked at the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science in Dunstaffnage for his biology investigation. 
He enjoyed his time there so much he turned down 
university offers from Glasgow and Stirling to stay at 
home and study marine science there from September 
9.

Another Oban High School pupil, Andrew Strange is 
off to Cambridge this autumn to study natural sciences 
after gaining four Advanced Highers, one of which, 
applied maths, he taught himself.

School Dux Gordon Thomson got six ‘A’s in his 

‘A’s this year.

High School student bounces back from 
illness to record straight ‘A’ exam success

TIREE and Coll could get its 
own dedicated ferry this winter 
in a bid to make the service more 
reliable year round.

Operator Caledonian Mac-
Brayne (CalMac) are currently 
in discussions with the commu-
nities about using the Hebridean 
Isles for the islands, replacing the 
traditional Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday sailings 
- which link with Barra - with 
sailings on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday to 
Coll and Tiree only.

Last year, several shipments 
of fresh fruit and veg had to be 
discarded after poor weather 
stopped the Clansman sailing 
out - with the boat having to go 
to Barra the following day as 
part of its shared service rota.

The new proposal would mean 
any cancellation due to inclement 
weather would mean only a day’s 
delay. A CalMac spokesman 

considering a number of options 
for the deployment of vessels 

and are engaged in consultation 
with those communities affected 
to gauge their views. It would 
be inappropriate to comment on 

consultation is underway.’
Stewart MacLennan of haulage 

‘I think it’ll be really good for 
Tiree, it’ll be much better to have 
a dedicated ferry.  It’ll make a 
big difference with it echoing 
the summer timetable.’

However, not everyone is 
pleased.  Coll’s Colin Kennedy 
said: ‘The Hebridean Isles isn’t 
as big. She’s slower, she travels 
at 13 and a half knots and the 
Clansman 17 knots.  A lot of 
people have also organised their 
diaries around the old winter 
timetable. This should have 

they’re still debating it.’

11-12 Argyll Square,
Oban, Argyll PA34 4AZ
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REPRESENTATIVES from 
Argyll and Bute are set to take 
part in discussions on more 
powers for the region’s islands.

The Our Islands – Our Future 
conference, which will take 
place in Orkney in September, 
will discuss additional powers 
for Shetland, Orkney, and the 
Western Isles, but the Inner 
Hebrides are hoping for similar 
changes.

According to Islay-based 
councillor Robin Currie: ‘If it 
applies to them it should apply 
to us, we should all be at the 
same table.’

The powers the islands are 
discussing include control of 
the seabed around the islands, 
allowing revenues currently 
paid to the Crown Estate to be 
channelled locally, and new 
grid connections to the Scottish 
mainland for wave, tidal and 
wind energy resources.

more directly from local 
resources will also be looked at 
while the councils are seeking 
recognition of the status of the 
island groups in a new Scottish 
constitutional settlement.

Benefit
According to Jura community 

councillor Donald Ewen 
Darroch, the changes could 

long term through revenue 
from the Crown Estate and 
energy, and for day-to-day 
problems such as grass cutting 
or repairing broken signs, which 
can take weeks to resolve.

The management of the 
Shetland, Orkney, and 
Western Isles’ campaign is at 
a very detailed and advanced 

re-organise but there could be 
an increased awareness of the 

stance of the Argyll Islands, 
with the potential for further 
autonomy, when the discussions 
take place.

 Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
leader Angus Campbell has 
welcomed news that Scottish 
Secretary of State Michael 
Moore is to meet with the ‘Our 
Islands - Our future’ group to 
discuss possibly increasing 
powers for the islands.

The comhairle joined with 
Shetland Islands Council and 
Orkney Islands Council for the 
campaign to get greater powers 
for the islands. 

Councillor Campbell said: 
‘We met with Mr Moore earlier 
this week and he was generally 
supportive of what the islands 
are doing. I very much look 
forward to continuing those 
discussions in more detail.’

The meeting is expected to 
take place in coming weeks.

A GRUELLING 140-mile 
bike trip by a Lochaline man 
raised more than £2,100 for the 
Morvern-based Gaelic choir 
Bùrach.

Chorister Hector MacKech-
nie’s ‘Five Ferry Fandango’ 
saw him riding between ferry 
ports in Morvern, Ardgour, 
Oban and Mull in a day.

The 39 year-old headed out 
from Lochaline at 3.30am last 
Wednesday and was welcomed 
back to the village by a crowd 
of supporters - including a 
piper - at 6.25pm. 

Hector told The Oban Times 
the hours he spent training for 
the challenge had paid off.

He said: ‘I actually felt like 
I could have kept going at the 
end. I got a wee bit of cramp 
when I got back to Lochaline 

Welcome return   
of Mallaig   
Lifeboat Gala Day
MALLAIG Lifeboat Gala Day 
will make a welcome return to 
the heart of community life on 
Saturday.

forced the cancellation of the 
popular event in 2011 and 
2012 - and the committee was 
determined to not to let that 
happen for a third successive 
year.

Julie Williams, secretary of 
Mallaig Lifeboat Fundraisers, 
was delighted the gala day 
has been restored to the port’s 
annual events calendar.

She told The Oban Times: ‘It 
is a big part of community. We 
are close by the sea and we have 

industry and involved with the 
lifeboat.

‘People are really looking 
forward to the day and it’s great 
that it’s back on again this year.’

Fun and frolics on the 
pier from 11.30am will see 
emergency services personnel 
battle it out in a greasy pole 
competition over the lifeboat 
pontoons by trying to knock 
each other off into the water - 
gladiator style. Stormy Stan, the 
RNLI mascot, will be helping 
out on the day and will travel 
to Mallaig via the steam train 
from Arisaig. Other attractions 
include lifeboat tours, a bouncy 
castle, barbecue, tombola and a 
variety of stalls.

Fish farm workers 
help monitor  
eagle numbers
South Uist have teamed up to 
monitor the local population of 
white-tailed eagles, known as 
sea eagles.

Staff at Marine Harvest’s site 
at Stulaigh have been helping by 
checking on nearby nests and 
reporting any problems to the 
charity.

Local RSPB warden Stuart 
Taylor said: ‘When the nest 
checks are due, the Marine 
Harvest staff are always keen 
to accommodate us and have 
helped to check sites along the 
coast for further nest sites too.’

Fish farm manager Duncan 
MacQuarrie said: ‘All of us 
on the farm are interested and 
by keeping a close eye on the 
birds we can learn more about 
their behaviour and share the 
experience.’

THE POPULATION of 
Scotland’s islands has climbed 
back over 100,000, according 

last week by National Records of 
Scotland.

However, hidden behind the 
overall four per cent rise to 
103,702 from 99,739 in 2001 is 
a mixed picture of growth and 
decline. 

A total of 50 islands saw 
an increase in population, 43 
saw a decrease - including 
seven believed to have been 
uninhabited in 2011 - while on 
seven the population stayed the 
same. Worryingly for Argyll and 
Bute, their islands’ population 
fell from 15,889 to 15,105 - a 

Bute lost one tenth of its 
people, Tiree 15 per cent and 
Islay seven per cent. Mull, on the 
other hand, gained 133 people 
compared with 2001 while 
Lismore, Gigha and Iona saw 
sharp rises. Coll and Colonsay 
also gained population.

Argyll and Bute Council 
leader Roddy McCuish, who 
represents the Oban South and 

don’t surprise me, but they do 
worry me. I am delighted to see 

smaller islands but we need to 
address the population decrease 
on the larger islands. We need to 
attract more young families and 
the only way to do that is improve 
infrastructure, broadband 
and industry, including more 
aquaculture and renewables.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell has this week called for 
the council to hold a summit to 
address the decline, stating it 
was the local authority’s ‘most 
urgent problem’.

the census for Argyll and Bute 
show a declining population 
across the area  - on the islands 
and on the mainland and although 
some other islands are losing 
population too - most notably the 
southern part of the Western Isles 
- our area of  Argyll and Bute is 
losing population faster than any 
other local authority area. That 
decline must be halted.’

On Skye the news was good 
- an eight per cent jump from 
9,232 to 10,008, while the 
Western Isles recorded a more 
modest six per cent rise from 
26,502 to 27,684.

On the The Small Isles, 144 
people were living there in 
2011, up from 125 in 2001. Eigg 
saw the biggest growth, from 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

67 to 83, Canna’s permanent 
population doubled to 12, Rum 
stayed the same at 22, while 
Muck’s residents numbered 
27 - three fewer than 10 years 
previously. 

While encouraging, the 
generally positive picture 
is likely to be tempered by 

population by age group. Those 
are almost certain to show steep 
falls in the number of children 
and working-age people, offset 
by a sharp rise in those aged 
over 65. 

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson welcomed 
the overall population growth.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Before I was elected I raised 

2001 census with Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, which 
showed the Highlands had 17 
per cent less 16-29 year-olds 
than the Scottish average.

‘Since then the big positive 
has been the creation of the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands, and more recently 
the investment in the new West 
Highland College centre in 
Portree. Hopefully that will 
begin to turn around the shortfall 
in the 16-29 age group on Skye 
because that’s where we have to 
make the impact.’

He added: ‘It is a good thing 
that the population in Skye 
and the rest of the Highlands 
is rising. For far too long our 
population was dropping and we 
were losing people, particularly 
young folk.’

In Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
(Western Isles), MSP Alasdair 
Allan was keen to know the 
full story behind the six per 
cent population rise. He said: 
‘It is certainly positive that the 
population of the Western Isles 
has increased in the last 10 years 
overall. As a note of caution, 
however, I suspect that a further 

be revealing. Although there 
is a welcome modest increase 
in population in Barra and 
Benbecula I suspect the vast 
bulk of the increased population 
will be accounted for in the 
Stornoway and Broadbay areas 
of Lewis. The other question that 
will be interesting to see when 
further information is released 

islands.’ See leader page 10.

ENDURANCE swimmer Anna 
Wardley has pulled out of her 

swim around Tiree after biting 
cold water became too much for 
the 37-year old.

Anna, who previously helped 
organise Tiree Wave Classic, 
covered 22 miles of the required 
30 before she was forced to 
retire 16 hours and nine min-
utes into her bid last Tuesday.
She had expected to encounter a 
range of marine wildlife during 
her swim including basking 
sharks, minke whales, seals and 

the chilly water that presented 
the biggest challenge.

The decision to abandon the 
attempt came after she started 
hallucinating, while chattering 
teeth prevented her from breath-
ing properly.

After retreating the shore, an 
exhausted Anna said: ‘It was re-
ally tough out there today and I 
am utterly exhausted. I’m proud 
of what I achieved, although 

Better drinking 
water on Islay
A PROJECT to improve the 
water supply in the west of Islay 
has been completed, following a 
£120,000 investment.

Scottish Water has made 
improvements to seven miles of 
water mains, providing around 
600 customers in the Port 
Charlotte, Port Wemyss and 
Portnahaven area with clearer, 
fresher drinking water.

to the area, which doubles in 
population during the tourist 
season.

The investment, which 
involved the cleaning of the 
existing concrete and plastic 
pipes, follows the completion 
of a £4.6m upgrade to the Port 
Charlotte Water Treatment 
Works in 2011.

The project, which started in 
May, involved the cleaning or 
swabbing of stretches of water 
mains and was carried out for 
Scottish Water by contractors 
Corrie Construction.

During the work, the affected 
stretches of water main were 
by-passed using a pipe at the 
side of the road on the A847 to 
ensure that the normal water 
supply to customers in the area 
was not disrupted.

A white-tailed eagle.

Mixed picture of growth and 
decline on Scotland’s islands

Pop.  Pop.  H/holds  H/holds
2001 2011 2001 2011

Argyll and Bute 15,889 15,105 7,484 7,358
Bute 7,228 6,498 3,570 3,387
Coll 164 195 80 87
Colonsay 108 124 52 70
Danna 5 1 2 1
Davaar 2 - 1 -
Easdale 58 59 28 29
Elean da Mheinn - 1 - 1
Erraid 8 6 5 4
Gigha 110 163 51 74
Gometra 5 2 2 1
Inchtavannach 3 3 1 1
Innis Chonain 1 5 1 2
Iona 125 177 57 69
Islay 3,457 3,228 1,541 1,479
Jura 188 196 89 93
Kerrera 42 34 18 19
Lismore 146 192 72 93
Luing 212 195 99 98
Lunga (Luing) 7 - 3 -
Mull 2,667 2,800 1,208 1,271
Oronsay 5 8 3 4
Sanda 1 - 1 -
Seil 560 551 254 252
Shuna (Luing) 1 3 1 1
Tiree 770 653 339 316
Ulva 16 11 6 6
North Ayrshire
Arran 5,045 4,629 2,247 2,126

Pop.  Pop.  H/holds  H/holds
2001 2011 2001 2011

Eilean Siar 26,502 27,684 11,275 12,576
Baleshare 49 58 18 21
Barra 1,078 1,174 462 549
Benbecula 1,219 1,303 491 577
Berneray 136 138 68 82
Eriskay 133 143 66 73
Flodda 11 7 4 3
Great Bernera 233 252 110 116
Grimsay (North) 201 169 83 80
Grimsay (South) 19 20 7 7
Lewis/Harris 19,918 21,031 8,506 9,503
North Uist 1,271 1,254 561 608
Scalpay (Harris) 322 291 140 138
South Uist 1,818 1,754 723 781
Vatersay 94 90 36 38

Pop.  Pop.  H/holds  H/holds
2001 2011 2001 2011

Highland 9,603 10,349 4,105 4,609
Canna 6 12 3 6
Eilean Tioram - 6 - 2
Eigg 67 83 31 38
Eilean Ban 2 - 1 -
Eilean Donan 1 - 1 -
Ewe 12 7 4 3
Muck 30 27 15 11
Raasay 192 161 92 77
Rum 22 22 11 9
Rona (Skye) 2 3 1 1
Sanday (Canna) 6 9 3 3
Scalpay (Skye) 10 4 4 2
Eilean Shona 9 2 3 1
Skye 9,232 10,008 3,932 4,453
Soay 7 1 3 1
Tannara Mor 5 4 1 2

Passengers flock off the ferry onto Iona, one of the Argyll islands enjoying an increase in 
population. t34island01

Argyll and Bute invited to 
take part in power talks

Anna wrapped up as warm as possible after freezing 
temperatures forced her to abandon her attempt to swim around 

Tiree - with only eight miles to go. 

it was not what I set out to do.’ 

the swim, the tide and wind were 
against her. As no one had ever 
attempted the 30-mile route, 
Anna had doubts over whether it 
was even possible.

The record attempt was the 
fourth in Anna’s Five Island 
Swim Challenge; she has already 
circumnavigated Dragonera 
off the coast of Mallorca, and 
Portsea Island, as she aims to 
raise £50,000 for charity.

Her swim around Portsea was 

British Long Distance Swim-
ming Association (BLDSA) 

person this year to swim around 
the 41-mile coast of Jersey.

Anna’s Five Island Swim Chal-
lenge is raising funds and aware-
ness for three charities close to 
her heart; The Samaritans, the 
Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust 
and Sail Africa. She has already 
raised £42,000 towards her 
£50,000 goal.

Tiree’s biting cold water proves too big 
a challenge for endurance swimmer

Hector MacKechnie completed 
the 140-mile route in just over 

nine hours. 

that it was ok. I put in quite a lot 
of training miles so I was pretty 

‘It all went really well, the 

weather was ideal and the traf-

the longest I’ve done, the next 
best was 87 miles last year, so 
it was a big jump. 

‘I was expecting to be 
seriously sore the next day but 
there was no pain at all.’

Hector’s route took him to 
Kilchoan to catch the Tober-
mory ferry, then on to Fishnish 
before getting the ferry back to 
Lochaline. 

He then faced a 30-mile to 
trip to Ardgour to catch the 
Corran Ferry, before heading 
down to Oban, back to Mull 

Morvern.
The money raised will help 

fund Bùrach’s trip to Paisley 
in October to take part in the 
Royal National Mòd for the 

Gruelling 140-mile bike trip raises 
£2,100 for Morvern-based choir

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Newsdesks: 01631 
568000/01397 703003
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Lorn Lines

SCARY-Vore’s resounding vic-
tory at this year’s Great Oban 
Bay Raft Race left other teams 
trailing in their wake.

The spoils of the day went to 
Lorn men John Macdonald, 
John Campbell, Andrew Gray 
and Murray Willis while second 
place at the annual event was 
captured by the RNLI boys on 
their raft, Mora Less.

The real Oban lifeboat, Mora 

OBAN Lorne RFC has received lifesaving equipment for 
its clubhouse thanks to a unique partnership between three 
charities, one of which was set up in memory of a young rugby 
player.

The Craig Hodgkinson Memorial Trust, British Heart Founda-
tion (BHF) Scotland and the Scottish Ambulance Service have 

The Craig Hodgkinson Memorial Trust was established to 

27-year-old Royal Marine, Craig died suddenly in 2007 from an 
undiagnosed heart condition while playing rugby. 

Craig’s parents established a Trust in his name and to date 
have raised over £40,000 and, together with BHF Scotland who 
have matched the sum raised, have purchased 60 automated 

across Scotland with guidance from the Scottish Ambulance 
Service.

to accept such a vital piece of equipment. This machine could 
mean the difference between life and death in an emergency, 
and will be a vital resource for our staff, players, supporters and 
everyone else who uses and visits the club. 

trained and updated in vital life saving skills.’

in the UK from similar heart problems

A good crowd of locals and tourists enjoyed delicious 
afternoon teas and browsed the plant stalls on Sunday at Seil 
Village Hall, where many unusual and interesting plants were 
on offer, along with expert advice on planting. Organised by 
Lorn Garden Club, the event also allowed local busineses to 
sell products. The money raised will help the club to run its 

winter programme of speakers, starting on September 17 in St 
John’s Cathedral Hall at 7.30pm, with a talk on foraging. 

in Taynuilt, a packed village 
hall watched young piper 
Alasdair MacLean start the 
proceedings with a rousing 
selection of pipe tunes.

- namely Rachel Campbell, 
Kirsty Campbell, Kirsty 
Thompson and Megan Black 

Highland dancing.
Paddy Shaw’s ever 

popular Wee Band provided 

The Council of the Rotary Club of Oban for 2013 is, from 
left, George Miller, Ian MacInnes, Walter Burton, Graham 
Innes, Jack Tollan, Graham Fraser, Iain MacKinnon, Colin 

Crawford, president Alan Johnston and vice president Ronnie 
Neil. 

an enjoyable selection of tunes 
while Taynuilt Gaelic Choir 

singing.
There were also excellent 

individual singing perform-

Karen Black, Molly Gregory 
Beard, Amelia MacTaggart 
and Janet Fergusson.

Fear an Taighe for the 

smoothly. Edith MacDonald, stood watch 
over proceedings but didn’t have 
to come to the aid of Men in 
Tights.

Best sinking
Ian Hall, Keith Smith and Sean 

McMhan limped their ailing 
raft into the shallows before 
swimming to shore - winning 
them a trophy for best sinking in 
the process.

Other winners at the Oban and 

Lorn Lions event included the 
Green Machine as best dressed 
raft, taken to sea by Oban Lorne 
RFC players Craig Wright, Corrie 
Louw, Jamie MacMillan, Stuart 

Ryan Jackson. 
Brian Simmons, event 

go whether to cancel it or not but 
we made a decision as long as the 
sea state was okay we would go 

The Men in Tights raft limped into the shallows before its crew 
swam for the shore.

Winners of the Great Oban Bay Raft Race were Lorn men John 
Macdonald, John Campbell, Andrew Gray and Murray Willis.

ahead. It was the right decision, 
there is a lot of effort goes into 
the rafts and it is the rafts that 
make the day - the town is just 
buzzing.’

Sponsor money

for the Lions on the day, with 
sponsor money still to be 
collected. 

All funds are distributed to 
good causes in the area.

Farmer 
banned from 
keeping 
animals

Scary-Vore romp to victory 
in Great Oban Bay Raft Race

AN APPLICATION to build a house in a remote area near 
Benderloch - contrary to the local development plan - has 
received the support of the local community council.

Ardchattan Community Council voted by majority to support 
the proposal by Stephen Sloss for the house opposite Balure of 
Shian farm, joining a host of locals who have written in support 
of the application to Argyll and Bute Council.

Members saying not only would the location be better for his 
work requirements, but would be remote enough so that his 
dogs, required for his work, don’t disturb neighbours.

However, some argued that if the plan is ignored on this 
occasion, it could set a precedent.

Meanwhile MSPs Mike MacKenzie and Jamie McGrigor 
have written in support of the application, which is for planning 
permission in principle.

AN OBAN man who along with a 

North Sea Shetland to Norway crossing 
in a kayak will enter his craft into this 
weekend’s Oban Sea Kayak Race.

Patrick Winterton recently completed 
the 62-hour crossing alongside friend 
Olly Hicks, battling pounding waves, 
force six gales and sea sickness.

The former Winter Olympian, one 
of the organisers of round Kerrera 
kayak race, will enter his kayak in this 

three times heavier than the others but it 
will be a bit of fun to see it in the race.’

Around 80 competitors will meet at 
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre to register for 

Claxon
Oban High School Pipe Band will 

play on the North Pier in the build up 
to the race start, which will be marked 
by the sounding of a claxon from Oban 
Lifeboat.

visited Oban’s Station Square earlier this 
year will not be allowed to return under 
its current licence after it was suspended 
by councillors.

The market had a street trader’s licence 

a visit to the town in June it was deemed 
to have breached its licence and ignored 
an instruction by Argyll and Bute 

Council to cease trading. Last Friday 
the council’s planning and licensing 
committee voted to suspend the licence, 
which means it cannot return to the area 

The market had been granted a street 
trader’s licence on the basis it would 
not sell the same produce as established 
shops in the town.

Islanders step up 
fight for mobile 
phone signal 
signatures demanding efforts 
be made to ensure there is a 
mobile phone signal on Seil will 
be handed over to Argyll and 
Bute’s MP this week.

Nick Bowles, who has been 
organising the petition, said he 
hopes it will result in action.

prod the companies and make 
it happen now. I think the red 
phone box in Balvicar must 
be the most used phone box in 
Scotland. Obviously not all the 
signatures are local, some are 
from tourists and delivery driv-
ers who go into a state of shock 

available for improving mobile 
and broadband access. Before 

4G, let’s just get a mobile phone 
signal.’

Sea kayak adventurer to 
compete in Oban race

Market licence suspended

Oban Lorne RFC players Craig Wright, Corrie Louw, Jamie MacMillan, Stuart Davies, Tommy Sutherland and Ryan Jackson with their 
raft the Green Machine.

a dog in a cramped cage with no 
food or water for days on end 
has been banned from keeping 

-
laig, previously admitted caus-
ing Tyson unnecessary suffering 

hours of unpaid work when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Tuesday.

The black and tan Huntaway 
dog was found at a derelict farm 
in Ardfern by Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals’ senior inspector John 
McAvoy following an anony-
mous phone call.

Tyson was stuck in a faeces 
covered wire cage inside a 
rat-infested shed without food, 
water or bedding. The shed roof 
above had partially collapsed 
and was a danger to the dog, 
while the building also failed to 
provide shelter.

-
ated’ and drank several bowls 

gulping down two tins of dog 
food when released.

The animal also had deformed 
front legs as a result of being 
kept locked up in the cage, 

-
ell told the court MacLean had 
purchased Tyson as a working 

this role he began to tie the dog 
up in the byre or put him in the 

into a situation where he left the 
dog. It was not taken out and 
no attempt was made to work 
with it as time commitments 
were heavy. The dog was fed 
from time to time but not as 
regularly as it should have been. 
the dog was not cared for the 
way it ought to have been. He 
is genuinely ashamed and sorry 

can claim to be among the 
best young players in the 
world after being named 
Pipe Idol at Piping Live at 
the third time of asking.

Angus John MacColl, 
son of acclaimed piper 
Angus MacColl, was pre-
sented with a set of Fred 
Morrison Reel Pipes by the 
man himself after claiming 
the title last Friday.

Pipe Idol runs during 
the week leading up to 
last weekend’s World Pipe 
Band Championships and 
invites the best pipers 

around the world to com-
pete in a March, Strathspey 
and Reel (MSR), Hornpipe 
and Jig and a Medley.

For Angus, who had 

Pipe Idol for the past two 
years, his victory was more 
a relief than anything else.

but a lot of people were 
telling me this was my 
year, so there was a lot of 
pressure on me.’

Angus also plays with 
ceilidh band Ceol an Aire 
and says he will start play-
ing his new Fred Morrison 
pipes when he is with the 
band.

Man arrested for 
alleged assault
A MAN has been arrested for 
an alleged assault on a member 
of staff in an Oban pub in the 
early hours of Monday morning.

The 29-year-old man, an east 

head-butting the member of 
staff before being restrained 
until the police arrived.

Ronald MacLean. 

for his behaviour, accepting full 
responsibility and feeling he let 
the dog down.’

MacLean relinquished owner-
ship of Tyson to the Scottish 
SPCA and the dog has now been 
happily rehomed after recover-
ing in the charity’s care.

opinion a life ban would have 

believe the severity of the case 
demonstrates that MacLean is 

acceptable level of care.
-

weight and subjected to living 

although this was an extreme 
case it is not unheard of for 
working dogs to be kept in very 
poor conditions.

that it is unacceptable to allow 
a working dog to suffer in this 
way and owners have a legal 
duty to ensure their animal has 
access to food and water, an 
appropriate living environment 
and the ability to display normal 
behaviours.’

Tyson was found in a cramped 
cage. 

By FAITH ORR
forr@obaantimes.co.uk

Angus John MacColl. 

At the World Pipe Band 
Championships Inveraray 

grade one.
Oban, Cowal and Islay 

failed to qualify for their 

Kintyre Schools, Oban 
High School and Inveraray 

respectively in the juvenile 
grade.

Mull and Iona Pipe Band 
competed in grade 4B at 

-
ships and Glen Mor Pipe 

eighth in the same grade. 

grade.

Benderloch piper takes top 
title at third time of asking

01631 559500
Lin.Kengen@uhi.ac.uk

As one of the partner colleges and research institutions that 
make up the University of the Highlands and Islands we 

are also able to offer an exciting range of higher education 
options at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 
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WARNINGS were issued this 
week that Argyll and Bute 
Council is in ‘a place of darkness’ 
as ongoing council leadership 
struggles hamstring attempts to 
improve the economy and grow 
the area’s population.

Former council leader Dick 
Walsh sounded the alarm after 
a new strategic risk report to 
councillors highlighted several 
areas of poor performance.

Among the most serious 

THREE Oban bankers will give up two days 
of work to volunteer in the town’s Mary’s 
Meals charity shop - and raise money for the 
cause at the same time.

Relationship managers Danny MacRae, 
Alex O’Brien and business specialist 
Stephen Clarke will swap suits, ties and 
standing orders for smiles and charitable 
work when they take their place in amongst 
the volunteer staff at the Stevenson Street 

store next month. The novel fundraiser 
for the charity that helps feed more than 
750,000 children in Africa comes as part of 
Royal Bank of Scotland’s Business Banking 
Charity Fundraising Campaign.

While making a donation in kind, the trio 
will aim to raise as much money as possible 
before they go into the shop to ensure their 
efforts, between September 3 and 4, are even 
more worthwhile.

Marie Rowan, manager of the Mary’s 
Meals Oban shop, said: ‘We are delighted to 
be working with the team at RBS and are 
grateful for their support, which gives them 
the opportunity to see what happens behind 
the scenes.’

If you’d like to sponsor the bankers, sheets 
are available in the Oban branch at 26 
George Street, or at Mary’s Meals shop, 14 
Stevenson Street.

Green light for 
solar panels
SOLAR panels are to be 
installed on council buildings 
in the coming years as Argyll 
and Bute Council agrees a £2.5 
million project to reduce its 
carbon footprint.

The council, which is 
aiming to reduce its carbon 
output by 20 per cent by March 
2014, plans to install 26 
solar photovoltaic panels on its 
buildings.

Inveraray Primary School, 
Lochgilphead Joint campus and 
Tarbert Academy have been 

for the panels.
Councillors, who agreed the 

plan at last Thursday’s full 
council meeting, were told the 
solar panels would drive down 
energy costs in the long term.

Extra cash for 
housing payments
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has been awarded £251,713 
from a £5 million fund aimed at 
supporting people affected by 

The extra funding provided 
by the Department of Work and 
Pensions (DWP) aims to help 
rural areas with limited housing 

so-called ‘bedroom tax’.
Argyll and Bute Council 

can offer assistance to people 

discretionary housing payment 
with the extra funding from the 
DWP bringing the total for this 
to £404,914 for 2013/14. 

Application forms can be 
found on Argyll and Bute 
Council’s website.

OBAN resident Ella Gallacher is 

tablet computer - even though she has no 
idea how to use it.

Modern technology novice Ella won the 
iPad competition run at local optometrist 
Carol Lekalake through Essilor, a lens 
manufacturing company - and now she 
is looking forward to making the most of 
her new gadget.

Waiting
Ella, 75, who lives at Combie Court, 

told The Oban Times: ‘I just thought I’d 
enter the competition while I was waiting 
for my appointment. I actually forgot I’d 
entered it.

‘I’ll have to learn some stuff. I’m not 

The Crizal Transitions lenses 
competition was UK wide, but Ella was 
the only Scottish winner.

OWNERS of empty properties will 
be forced to pay twice as much 
council tax as other people in Argyll 
- even if they are trying to rent or sell 
their house.

The tax on dwellings that have lain 
empty for over two years will double 
from April next year. But properties 
not actively being sold or let will 
only have 12 months before the tax 

is increased. The move was agreed 
by Argyll and Bute councillors in 
a bid to bring more of the region’s 
homes back into use. Currently three 
per cent of homes are lying empty 
- while many local families struggle 

Councillor Vivian Dance said: 
‘We must do anything we can as a 
council to improve this situation. 

We want people to turn their derelict 
properties into something because 
no homes in Argyll and Bute should 
be empty.’

It is estimated the policy will 
generate £1.1 million for the council. 
The money will be split between the 
four council wards in proportion 
to the number of empty properties 
in that area and spent on projects 

deemed suitable by local area 
committees.

Oban and Lorn and Isles Area 
Committee will gain £224,576 a year 
from the scheme. An empty homes 
scheme, set up last month, offers 
property owners grants and loans to 
upgrade their house if they hand it 
over to a registered social landlord 

Delivery charge crackdown
HIGHLAND Council trading standards are to 
lead a consortium of North of Scotland local 

against companies overcharging for delivery of 
goods bought over the internet.

Priorities include establishing a national 

working with other agencies to promote and 
publicise fair charges to Highland buyers.

An approved-seller scheme for companies 
abiding by the code will also be considered.

Highland trading standards have already been 
successful in challenging companies either 
excluding or surcharging Highland customers.

TWO long-serving members of Fort 
William charity Shopmobility Lochaber 
have been made honorary trustees of the 
group.

Peggy Ralph was on the original steer-
ing group to set up the service, and has 
decided to step down from her role as 

vice-chair after 14 years, while chair-
man Keith Gadsby was also honoured 
for his work.

Co-ordinator Billy Ward told The 
Oban Times: ‘They have given us so 
many years of valuable service we felt 
we had to mark it.’

Spotlight on 
Scotland’s seas
MARINE Scotland is hosting 
a public drop-in session in Fort 
William today (Thursday) under 
the Scottish Government’s 
‘Planning for Scotland’s Seas’ 
consultation.

Topics for discussion will 

National Marine Plan, as well as 
plans to help guide the future of 
offshore renewable energy.

The Nevis Centre event runs 
between 1pm and 8pm, with a 
presentation from 6 - 7pm.

Arisaig speed cut 
plan approved
HIGHLAND councillors have 
approved plans to reduce the 
speed limit in Arisaig to 20mph.

The Lochaber village was one 
of several across the Highlands 
to be included in the £50,000 
scheme, with Portree also set 
to see a number of town centre 
streets reduced to 20mph. 

The plans will go to public 
consultation before being 
implemented. Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan councillor 
Brian Murphy welcomed the 
reduction, but questioned why 
it was not more widespread. He 
said: ‘I’m a bit disappointed that 
some areas like Ballachulish, 
which has been shouting for a 
20mph zone for some time, have 
not been considered.’

The council’s transport chief 
Sam McNaughton said the 
amount of funding available 
meant the programme had to be 
restricted, but added he hoped 
every residential street in the 
Highlands would have 20mph 
limits in the next 10 years.

Independence
debate
THE LATEST in a series of 
public debates on Scottish 
independence will be held at 
the Ben Nevis Distillery in 
Fort William tomorrow night 
(Friday).

Dave Thomson, SNP MSP 
for Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
will be the guest speaker for 
the event, which is organised 
by Fort William Chamber of 
Commerce.

A number of guest speakers 
have been invited to argue 
the pros and cons of Scottish 
independence ahead of next 
year’s referendum.

The debate stars at 7pm.

Cash boost for jobs project
A HIGHLAND Council programme to tackle 
poverty and create employment has been 
re-launched, with Lochaber receiving £30,000 
of funding.

The deprived area fund will allocate £440,000 
across the Highlands in the next three years, 
with the money given to the area committees 
who will determine how the money is spent 
in each locality.Skye, Ross and Cromarty was 
given £130,000 of funding in the scheme.

The RBS bankers get a trial run from Mary’s Meals staff last week. From left, Danny MacRae, Heather Bennett, Mary MacInnes, 
Catherine Wylie, Alex O’Brien and Stephen Clarke. 16_t34rbsmmeals1

Lochgilphead councillor and 
SNP group leader Sandy Taylor 

However, when asked if there 
was a possibility of a deal to 

the council, Cllr Taylor hinted 
much-needed stability could 
soon become a reality.

He said: ‘A few weeks back 
there was no obvious way 
forward. I think we now have a 
way forward.’

decline in population and 
the council’s poor reputation 
- caused in part by internal 
political strife.

Other areas of concern included 
ineffective management of health 
and social care integration, 
poorly managed implementation 
of welfare reform, inadequate 
infrastructure and declining 
income.

strategic risks in total, with 
population loss the only one 
placed in the ‘most serious’ 
category.

Cllr Walsh acknowledged he 
and his fellow members ‘had 
issues’ with the way the report 
was presented.

But, he said, councillors would 

peril’ - and said the addressing 
the council’s reputation and 
Argyll and Bute’s declining 

population must take precedence 
above all else. Claiming that a 
lack of leadership has hindered 
the authority, he told the Oban 
Times: ‘I’m not going to take 
a back seat any more. We have 
to establish some stability and 
leadership. The council is in a 
place of darkness. I’m prepared 
to take this council out of the 
darkness and into the daylight. 
‘If we don’t [get some stability] 

will double.’

Morvern Lines

By STEVEN FLANAGAN

Keith Gadsby and Peggy Ralph with Shopmobility Lochaber members.

Shopmobility members honoured

Bankers swap desks for charity shop shift

Warnings sounded over 
council power vacuum

THE CORRAN Narrows, gateway to Morvern, is certainly 
taking a pasting these days.

First of all it was repairs to the Nether Lochaber slipway 

to be ‘bussed’ by water-taxi to a car park a mile or so up Loch 
Linnhe or take their chance on the ‘slow’ road round the head 
of Loch Eil. 

Then there was a proposal by Highland Council to raise ferry 
charges through an ill-conceived restructuring scheme forcing 
up the cost of living on the peninsulas it serves. 

It hasn’t been resolved yet due to a lack of public consultation. 
And as if that wasn’t enough, the owner of the Corran Inn, or 
the Nether Lochaber Hotel as it was better known, has applied 
to the Highland Council for permission to demolish this lovely 
stone building and replace it with a modern construction. 

There have been hostelries at the Corran Narrows catering for 
travellers from time immemorial. Parts of the present building 
date back to the time of the ’45 Rising. 

The main part of the hotel standing beside the ferry queue 
slip road was built in 1870 and has long been admired for the 
quality of its stonework. The mason was a Donald Cameron 
from Acharacle who also built The Royal Bank of Scotland 

town’s High Street. 
The hugely talented Mr Cameron went on to supervise the 

building of the central block of the Parliament Building in 

Lochaber has already lost too many of its architectural 
and historic gems (Achabeg House, Morvern being the most 

formula for preserving this piece of maritime heritage for future 
generations. 

THE CORRAN Ferry features in an interesting new book 
called ‘Scotland’s Turntable Ferries’ by John Hendy and Robert 
Beale with a foreword by First Minister Alex Salmond and is 
available from Ferry Publications, PO Box 33, Ramsey, Isle of 
Man, IM99 4LP www.ferypubs.co.uk, price £16. 

The authors chart the history of the many boats that crossed 
this narrow but often turbulent stretch of water. There are 
many fascinating photographs which have not appeared in 
print before but unfortunately not much has been said about the 
ferrymen. 

A FAMILY of Macleans were ‘Eoghan Dubh, Cean Lochial’, 
was a noted cattle and sheep drover from Duisky who took a 
lease of the Inn at Ardgour in 1815. 

Ewen was succeeded by his son James who moved to the 
Inverness-shire side and had the licence of the Corran Inn. 
When he retired in 1842 he was presented with a gift from 
the ministers of Ardgour, Strontian and Kingairloch and the 
principal farm tenants (or tacksmen as they were known in 
these days) from as far away as Mamore. 

It is inscribed: ‘To mark the appreciation of the attention, 

of Corran of Ardgour for a period of twenty seven years during 
which time, under the Providence of the Almighty God, no loss 
of life or accident happened.’

When James died his son Thomas succeeded and ran the ferry 
for a similar number of years without mishap until his death in 
August 1919 aged 81. 

He was buried in a corner of the graveyard near Ardgour 
church along with 16 of his forebears - one of whom, possibly 
Ewen, is thought to have been an illegitimate son of a Maclean 
of Ardgour.

THERE was a story related more recently of an occasion when 
the ferry was carrying passengers out into the narrows to allow 
them to board the steamer, the King George V, which had 
stopped to take them to the Oban Games. 

As the ferry drew away from the slipway a Rolls Royce, 
belonging to a local landowner, appeared and a liveried chauf-
feur shot down to the water’s edge shouting, ‘Wait, wait for the 
Lord Howard de Walden!’ ‘No!’  was the captain’s emphatic 
reply, ‘not even for the Lord Jesus!’ followed by a loud cheer 
from the car deck.

The Corran ferry in 1967 was the turntable vessel, the Ben Keil. 
It had capacity for six cars. Photogrpah by Iain Thornber.

HECTOR Mackechnie, whom I wrote about in last week’s 
Morvern Lines, had no such troubling boarding the Corran or 
any other ferry during his marathon cycle to raise funds for 
Morvern’s own Gaelic choir, ‘Burach.’

Hector tells me he started off from Lochaline at 3.30 in the 
morning and arrived back the same day having spent nine hours 
and 16 minutes on his bike and burned 9,200 calories. 

He raised a staggering £2,171.60 with more to come in 
through pledges. I doubt very much if any man in Morvern has 
raised so much in such a short time. Well done Hector, or as the 
Macleans would say, ‘Another for Hector!’

Iain Thornber, iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

Council Tax on empty homes in Argyll to double
Ella Gallacher takes delivery of the iPad she won from 

Oban optometrist, Carol Lekalake. 16_t34ipad1

Ipad winner 
Ella’s delight

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID
REGISTERED CHARITY SC013211

Dog enquiries please phone Jean on 01631 566406
Cat enquiries please phone Pat on 01852 300362

CATS AND DOGS LOOKING FOR HOMES

LITTLE CAT

Owner died, 
likes to stay indoors

GLEN

Sweet boy

POLLY

Very affectionate girl

CASPER

Nice boy, owner died. Has never 
been outside.

JD

German Shepherd cross. 
Very nice boy.

PUSS PUSS

Owner died. Needs to be an only 
cat. Seems to like children

GERTIE

Young and friendly

MACK

Young and lively

SASHA

Sweet wee girl. Likes dogs!

MILKSHAKE

Friendly wee girl

VINNIE

Gorgeous and affectionate boy

SOPHIE

Friendly but keeps to herself 
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PUPILS at Lochdonhead 
Primary School have made 
£1,000 from competitions 
recently - winning two 
national accolades in a row.

Youngsters at the school 
have seen success in the Total 
Green School Award run by 
the Young People’s Trust as 
well as the Sky Rainforest 
Rescue School Challenge.

In the green award the pupils 
recorded and reported all the 
work they have done over 
the year to improve school 
grounds. The results were 
classed as ‘excellent and the 
judges were all extremely 
impressed’. Almost 44,500 
children took part in the award 
for 2013 - showing the scale 
of Lochdonhead’s achieve-
ment. The school received 

£500. Last term the youngsters 
created a school team called 
the Lightning Swans for the 

A WOMAN who weaves 
willow using traditional 

prestigious award from The 
Heritage Crafts Association.

Alexandra James lives on 
the Ross of Mull and runs 
Willoweave. She started 

ALMOST £500 was raised at the Isle of Mull Lions strawberry 
tea recently.

The afternoon event, held in Tobermory Golf Club, saw home 

Jenny Smith, from IoM Lions, said: ‘The atmosphere was 
wonderful and it was great to see the regular attendees and 
several visitors.

‘This money stays on the island and helps us to respond 

from various organisations on Mull.
‘I would like to thank all of my helpers, Lions and non 

Lions, all of the businesses of the island who give so generously 
each year and also the golf club who allow us to use their 
clubhouse.’

A WILDLIFE cameraman 
from the Isle of Mull has been 
named as a ‘game changer’ 
by whisky producers John 
Walker and Sons.

Gordon Buchanan played 
host onboard the company’s 
impressive 1920s style yacht 
Voyager in Leith last week 
to celebrate the vessel’s 
homecoming to Scotland after 
covering over 16,000 nautical 
miles around the world’s most 
famous ports.

Gordon captivated his 
audience with tales from his 
travels across the globe in 
recognition of the remark-
able journey undertaken by 
Voyager.

At each destination the yacht 

Johnnie Walker Blue Label 
events that celebrate each 
port’s own story of progress 
and innovation and recognise 
‘game changers’, like Gordon, 
who embody the pioneering 
spirit and vision of the Walker 
family. 

Gordon has spent years 
documenting wildlife while 
facing extreme challenges 
in some of the world’s most 
remote habitats and he 
revealed his next project will 

Burma, exploring untouched 
forest regions.

A CHARITY shop with a difference will be putting in an 
appearance in Tobermory at the end of the month.

taking it all the way to Mull on August 30.
Lynne McLean, manager, is organising a fashion show in An 

Tobar on the Friday night from 7pm until 10pm to run along 
side the shop, which will also be open on Saturday, August 31, 
from 10am until 5pm.

She said: ‘Oxfam have done pop up shops at festivals and 
local events but not really on this scale before. 

‘We’ve hired a van and three of us are going over to Mull to 
set up a pop up shop in An Tobar, Tobermory. It’s totally free 
for folk to come along to, even the fashion show. 

accessories and jewellery as well as some vintage clothing. 
It’ll be something a bit different for folk and hopefully if it’s a 
success it could be an annual event.’ 

Mull Lines
Sky challenge. This involved 
pupils, parents, school 
and community working 
together on a sustainability 
and environmental project. 
In July the team heard they 
were the Scottish winners and 
recipients of £500.  

Laura Bosworth, from Sky’s 
rainforest project, said: ‘The 
judges were hugely impressed 
by the Lightning Swans’ 
fantastic work over the past 
months especially the high 
level of understanding and 
engagement demonstrated by 
the team.’

Lochdonhead pupils have 
also formed a company 
called Lochdonhead Café 
Crafts (LCC) and will make 
democratic decisions on 
how the money will be used. 
The group will be running 
monthly community cafes, 
dates will be available in the 
press and local shops.

The youngsters with their cheque from Sky. 

He said: ‘My efforts to 
understand and share the 
importance of our planet’s 
diverse species have taken me 
on journeys to all four corners 
of the globe and encouraged 
me to develop innovative 
ways for capturing the natural 
world, whether it be the 
rugged Scottish landscape or 
the dense jungles of Burma.

‘These journeys are about 
discovery, progression and 
looking beyond what we 
know, much like the original 
voyages and pioneering 
attitudes that took Johnnie 
Walker from the four corners 
of Scotland to the four corners 
of the world almost two 
centuries ago.’

Scottish ‘game changer’ 
Gordon Buchanan at the helm 
of the John Walker and Sons 

Voyager. 

Alexandra uses tradition 
techniques to produce 

baskets like these. 

training for the award earlier 
this year and was one of 14 
recipients of the accolade, 
which is run in collaboration 
with the National Association 
of Decorative and Fine Arts 
Societies.

She said: ‘ I have been 
concentrating on traditional 

in making storage baskets and 
hampers.  

‘This style is not often 
taught as it can take a long 
time to master, so unfortu-
nately many of these baskets 
are now imported.’

For more on Willoweave 
see the next issue of Mull and 
Iona Life.

Contact Faith Orr with all your 
Mull news on 01631 568000 

or emailforr@obantimes.co.uk

WOMEN in Lochaber living 
with disability are to take their 
campaign for better support 
services to Inverness and 
Holyrood.

The move, agreed in Fort 
William on Friday, will 

barriers facing disabled women 
- or women caring for a disabled 
person - in rural areas such as 
the West Highlands.

Key issues for the 35 women 
attending the event in the 
Alexandra Hotel included  costs 
and accessibility of transport, 

outside world and casual 
discrimination.

Co-ordinator Maurin 
MacDonald told the meeting 
that mental, as well as physical, 
impairment often went un-
noticed or was misconstrued.

She said: ‘Dementia is not just 
affecting old people now. Women 

Local history society’s invite to 
‘Meet Great Uncle Dan’
LOCHABER Local History Society will hold its 

on Thursday September 5, when May MacIntyre 
will be inviting the audience to ‘Meet Great Uncle 
Dan who went to war - Letters from the Somme’. 

May hails from a local family with connections 
to postcards, local Victorian guide books and the 
Model T on Ben Nevis – but Uncle Dan is a new 
discovery. The evening starts at 8pm.

Fighting for a better deal for women living with disability: from left, Marion Smith of Voluntary 
Action Lochaber, Maurin MacDonald of Lochaber Disability Access Panel and Dr Sue Kelly from 

Inclusion Scotland. 20_f34woman01

could have their hair nice and 
make up done, but people don’t 
realise they are not on the ball.

‘Think of the person in front 
of you - don’t push them out of 
the way. Recently I was in a local 
store and I was walking like a 

one of my off days.
‘A couple were behind me and 

the man said - look at that woman 
at this time in the afternoon. I 
turned round and said - I wish it 
was tomorrow morning, I would 

could be there one day.’
During the afternoon workshop 

session, Ms MacDonald told The 
Oban Times: ‘A lot of people feel 
isolated and feel they are on their 
own. Many folk don’t like to go 
to organisations but would not 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

mind people coming in for a cup 
of tea.

‘But transport is the biggest 
issue. We have one lady who, 
if she misses her 4pm Saturday 
connection back to Mallaig, 
must either pay £70 for a taxi 
or stay with her family until 
Monday because there are no 
Sunday services.’

She added: ‘We will now 
be taking our views forward 
to Highland Council and the 
Scottish Parliament. This is not 
just for diabled women - it is 
for carers as well so women can 
have a say.’

Main speakers at the ‘Women 
and Disability’ event were Ms 
MacDonald, representing the 

Forum and Lochaber Disability 
Access Panel, Marion Smith of 
Voluntary Action Lochaber and 
Dr Sue Kelly from Inclusion 
Scotland.

TWO MEMBERS of the RNLI were presented 
with awards at last weekend’s Lifeboat Day in 
Tobermory.

Tobermory, and Robert MacQueen, a relief cox-
swain based at Portpatrick, were both presented 
with letters by the RNLI’s new chairman, Charles 
Hunter-Pease.

The pair received the awards in recognition of 

Charles Hunter-Pease, left, presents letters of award to Andrew McHaffie and Robert MacQueen. 
16_t34lifeboatday01

Finn Thomasson, 10, Alice Stewart, 15, and Flora 
Thomasson, 12, won the children’s raft race. 

16_t34lifeboatday02

boat in 60 mph winds and six metre seas off the Isle 
of Coll in January this year.

Mr Hunter-Pease said: ‘Behind each service are 
ordinary but extraordinary people - the crews of 
our lifeboats.

its gear box in horrendous weather. Many of us 
wouldn’t have left our homes that night but these 
ladies and gentlemen answered the call - the life-
boat never fails to launch when someone is at risk.

‘They went over to the other side of Coll and got 
-

ices with a very humble letter - it seems so little to 
give to someone who has done so much.’

He added: ‘This is a vibrant community based 
organisation. These ladies and gentlemen have 
been out on the boat in horrible conditions and it 
strikes me that the least I could do was visit and 
say thank you.’

Besides the presentation of awards the day saw 
more than £2,300 raised for the RNLI through 

A raft race took place with the victorious chil-
dren’s team of cousins Finn Thomasson, 10, Alice 
Stewart, 15, and Flora Thomasson, 12.

Visitors to the day were also invited onboard 
the current lifeboat, Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey, 
as the crew celebrated her 10th birthday. Moored 

class lifeboat identical to the former Tobermory 
lifeboat.

managed to hold off a strong challenge from the 
Tobermory coastguard team while the RNLI raft 
was blown off course.

See the next issue of Mull and Iona Life for more 
photos from Tobermory’s Lifeboat Day.

THE RNLI’S new chairman has said volunteer 
lifeboat crews - not paid staff - must continue in their 
role of saving seafarers in distress in treacherous 
west coast waters.

Charles Hunter-Pease made the comments as he 
visited the Isle of Mull to present Tobermory lifeboat 

relief coxswain Robert MacQueen with awards 
recognising their dedication to saving lives.

In an exclusive interview after the ceremony, Mr 
Hunter-Pease stressed that voluntary service was the 
core tenet upon which the RNLI was founded.

He told The Oban Times: ‘As long as volunteers 
are provided with the best boats, the best training 

- then it is absolutely right. We have been shown to 
provide a safe service in extreme conditions. 

‘We provide one of the best services in the world 
for sea safety and it is essential it is volunteers that 
carry this out. With voluntary crew we get their 
absolute passion - and they do the best they possibly 
can. We’ve had some iffy times in funding but it is 
an essential service - the RNLI has saved more than 
140,000 lives since starting.’

Noting that the Government has a statutory 

European law, Mr Hunter-Pease added: ‘The RNLI 
started as a voluntary service 189 years ago and 
nobody ever thought of doing anything else.’

When Mr Hunter-Pease took over as RNLI 

the right words to express what it means to me to be 
appointed as the chairman of the RNLI. 

‘It is 22 years since I was lured into membership of 
the fundraising committee, 40 years since I saw the 

not that I really remember this last statistic but we 
lived nearby and my mother took me there many 
times. At no time did I expect such a wonderful 
opportunity to lead this great organisation. I will 
give it all the time and effort that I can.’

The previous day Mr Hunter-Pease visited Oban, 
heading out on the lifeboat to watch the Great Oban 
Bay Raft Race.

EXCLUSIVE By FAITH ORR
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Women with 

for better deal
Move to secure better support services

Volunteers 
must stay in 
in lifesaving 
RNLI role
‘Absolutely right’ crews are not 
paid staff, says chairman

Awards presented and £2,300 raised 
at eventful Tobermory Lifeboat Day
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Down Your Way
Barra
HOPES are high the new £1.5million Ardveenish Pier, 
Northbay, will be completed by this time next year - with a 
contractor set to be appointed.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar expects to award a tender for the 
new pier within the next three weeks, with the development 

The comhairle’s Peter Middleton, said things were now 
progressing according to plan.

connected with the land ownership and there’s a dredging 
licence and lease to come.  

by this time next year.’
Meanwhile the access road to the new pier is set to be altered 

Key to the reasons for the development of the new pier, next 
to Barratlantic, is protection from the weather. In 2005, a storm 

delivered a devastating blow to an island economy reliant on 

elements.
Speaking in 2011, the Northbay Port Users Association’s Neil 

Next week Down Your Way 
visits Lismore with News Editor 

Euan Paterson. Contact Euan 
on 01631 568000 or email 

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

originating from the island, 

and visitors taking advantage 

offer. However, Barry and 

now looking for someone to 

More than 50 island 

labelling stock, ordering and 

Fort William Library had a special visitor when Bookbug joined their under fives class to share 
songs, rhymes and stories with the youngsters.  Library supervisor Sandra MacLean said: ‘It was 

great fun having Bookbug at the library. The children and their parents had a great time.’
Bookbug is a mascot for the free sessions which promote early literacy in youngsters.

A STATUE commemorating 

detailing the names of local 

year the port was left with no 
memorial.

were taken down and given to 

felt to be a need for some kind 
of remembrance.’

Arisaig brothers Christopher, 
Michael and Liam Dyer helped 

Their father Michael was 

The Silvery Sea, which collided 
with a German container ship 
in the North Sea in 1998, killing 

ceilidh on September 27 in 
aid of Cancer Research and 

Cook and Marie Carmichael 

Ceilidh Song Book’, which they 
originally compiled for the late 

Each song tells the story of 
a person, a place or a time on 
Lismore. They are looking for 

titles in Gàidhlig or English 
email ceilidhforcancer@
hotmail.com and they will hope 

performed at the ceilidh. 

THE ARGYLL Ceilidh Trail 
offered an evening of lively 

enjoyed by islanders of all ages. 

traditional performers from 
Argyll and the Isles and this 
year’s trailers, Jamie and 
Anna MacDonald, Becky 

LISMORE

LISMORE artist Gill Bridle - aka Gilly B - above, has an 

work, travelled to Gigha for the opening.

Gill has lived on Lismore over two decades and with her 

hopes to exhibit at the Heritage Centre in Lismore in October. To 
see her work go to www.Gilly-b.com. Gilly’s Ghiga exhibition 

Hill, David Provan, Alex 
MacKechnie, James and 
Rebekah MacPherson, and 
Niamh MacKaveney, proved 

good health. Between them they 
played a variety of traditional 

The two pipers opened the 
evening and the band followed 
with a series of reel, jigs, 
hornpipes and songs. 

There was plenty of dancing, 

Sergeant and a Highland 
Schottische. 

baking. 

with the art and photography 
exhibition, which added to 

weather with plenty of visitors 
walking or cycling to the hall. 

A bric-a brac stall raised 
£51 and the teas and coffees 

it is taking to have the speed 

extended.

lowered from 40mph to 30mph 

the speed limit to be extended 
to the edge of the village at the 
same time. 

the last 10 years, the schools 
are starting again and people 

- where most of the children live 
- at 60mph.

it taking so long? Children’s 
lives are more important than 

encompasses the road end for 
the village hall, the newest 
homes in Kilmelford and where 
children get dropped off by the 

taken slightly less than the 

attended a meeting with the 

and elected members on 
October 25 2012 and stated 
at that meeting that the speed 
limit change (incorporating 
the side road providing access 

approximately 12 months.

force on October 4.’

A RESTAURANT in 
Kilmelford is looking for new 
operators to provide locals 
and visitors with a top notch 

The Shower of Herring 

has only had three operators in 
more than 30 years and is set 

share holiday village providing 
self catering accommodation 

Alan Goldie, director at The 

letting the premises, said: ‘This 

many years.  

KILMELFORD

Melfort Village strong there is a 

capacity.’

Village hall on September 12 at 

n’ Brains - in reality a pair of 

with fake American accents and 

DUIRINISH

The pony is still on the critical 

Eilean (The Eriskay Pony 
Society) and pony owners are 

Their efforts received a boost 
when Eriskay pony Gretal won 

of the Eriskay Pony section at 
the 2013 Royal Highland Show.
Bred by Eoghann MacLach-

was the only Eriskay Pony at 

SOUTH UIST

Comann Each nan Eilean - The 
Eriskay Pony Society descrip-
tion ‘Sorsa Gael’. Only Eriskay 
Ponies born, bred and reared in 

this designation.
Ponies of the ancient herd on 

(Spreidh Eirisgeidh) as part of 
their registered name.

known as kits, have been 
spotted at Knapdale.

The Scottish Beaver Trial, 
at the Argyll site, is the UK’s 

visitors will get the chance to 
see the kits in the evening when 

families.

a partnership between Scottish 

Zoological Society of Scotland 

Scotland, will end in May 2014.

the Scottish Government which 

the Scottish Beaver Trail Roisin 
Campbell-Palmer, said: ‘The 
arrival of new kits means that 
the beavers have bred every 
year of the Scottish Beaver 

to establish exactly how many 

been observed so far.’

KNAPDALE

KILMORE
THE LUCKY winner of £100 in 

MacDonald took the cash prize 

TIGHNABRUAICH
INSTALLATIONS and 

project.
‘Unearthworks’ is looking for 

artists to help make Argyll’s 
so-called ‘secret coast’ at 

discreet - by making artworks 
visible on Google Earth.

the project, said: ‘There’s 

via Google Earth. It takes the 
project from local to global and 
I think some fascinating ideas 
will emerge from that. The fact 
that we’re doing something 

‘secret’ place makes it all the 
more interesting.’

The project, the brainchild of 

different’, owner Andrew 

He added: ‘It’s great to have 

and an artist of Rob’s calibre on 
board to kick start the project. 

on year.’
The project is part of an 

Argyll-wide talent development 

Theatre Company.
Artists looking to take part 

a covering letter explaining 
their motivation to andrew@
tig-gallery.com by September 
1. All artists will be considered, 

be given priority. 

MINGARRY

THE ONGOING restoration of 
Mingary Castle near Kilchoan 

of the fort’s martial past, with 

The two items were discov-

pieces of pottery, bones, glass 
and other artefacts.

was its almost its original 
condition.

A musket ball found at Mingary 
Castle.

A SOUTH Uist company has 

Awards.

salmon scooped two stars with a 

salmon with honey and thyme, 

General manager for the 

Inglis said he was ‘delighted’ 
with the win.

He said: ‘This accolade is a 
real testimony to the team’s 

Taste Gold Award is great news, 

fantastic achievement.’

LOCH DUART

GREAT GLEN
AROUND 65 properties and 

a new national project to see 
if they meet criteria for listing 

the ‘C’-listed former stable 

designation changed.

Glen Tarff, a former inn and 

The Historic Scotland and 
Scottish Canals project aims 

with the Caledonian and the 

The exercise will help shape 
Scottish Canals’ heritage 

25-year plan to preserve the 

nation’s waterways.
 Dr Sabina Strachan, Scottish 
Canals heritage team leader, 
said: ‘This project will 
enable the partners to better 

Elizabeth McCrone, Historic 
Scotland head of listing and 

is to create 13km of new trails 

existing tracks between Alt na 
Criche and Grotaig will also be 

six months.

FORT AUGUSTUS

MALLAIG

The statue is unveiled in Mallaig.

were named at Laird’s yard in 

named the vessels the MV 

near completion. Thereafter 
they will be delivered to the 
Clyde to begin operating on 

The ferries were named by 
Mrs Glenis Coles and Mrs 

DUNOON
Maria Chittick, the wives 
of long standing company 
employees Captain Robin Coles 
and Neil Chittick, connected 

mid-1970s. 
The new ferries are meant to 

be larger, faster, have improved 

are replacing.

A TEAM from Killin was 
among the 384 participants who 

nearly £850,000, with match 

competed in this year’s Artemis 

swim to the north shore of Loch 

KILLIN

kayak seven miles and cycle 34 

Both Nat and Peter work for 

and have trained excessively in 
the local area.

The Artemis Great Kindrochit 

Corps, which works to improve 
the lives of those living in city 

Meals, which works to feed 
755,000 children in schools 

13 years ago by Perthshire- 

almost £6million has been 
raised for charity.

TIREE

it is to invest in more improve-
ments on Tiree.

Contractors George Leslie is 

total of 1.5miles of mains in the 
Hynish area of the island.

The improvements will 

in the area, which has been 

in the past. The improvements 

network.
The project, which is expected 

early May.
A spokesman for Scottish 

with the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds, we delayed 

The corncrake, which lives 

This project follows the 

six miles of water mains on the 
island and takes the company’s 
recent investment there to more 
than £1million. The new community-run produce shop in Castlebay.

year’s entries.

inspire more people to take part.
Organiser Sarah MacLean said: ‘The shop has been open 

helping keep island tradition 
alive by helping teach kids 
essential crafts.

Croitear Òg was established 
in May thanks to £41,740 

locals aged between 8-12 

the organisation keeps alive 

This can range from growing 

shelves to tending to livestock 

life in the Hebrides.

project has already proved 

Organiser Sarah MacLean 

years and the idea was to get 

It’s great for those that may 

involved in it.
‘So far it’s been going really 

well.’
As well as learning a host 

of ideal island skills, the local 

their own small allotment, 

growing vegetables and other 

and Bùth Bharraigh.

A TOP-ranking party of HM 

recent visit to Colonsay to make 
two presentations. 

Andrew Abrahams with his 

COLONSAY

headed by Peter Dymond, Chief 

Ireland.  
He was accompanied by 

Bill Spiers, sector manager 

local commanders Andy Mair 
(Kintyre) and Kenny Devine 
(Argyll).

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Newsdesks
01631 568000
01397 703003
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Morgan McCaig, pictured, became first new pupil at 
Ardchattan Primary School for five years when she started 
last week. The cheery Bonawe girl took the school roll up 
to four and head teacher Jackie McLarty said she hoped 

Morgan was the first of many. 16_t34ardchattanps1

Hayley, Ross, Archie, Francesca and Hamish are all smiles at their first day of P1 in Kilninver Primary School. 
16_t34kilninver01

The new primary one pupil at Lismore Primary School 
is Donald MacCormick. 

Dunbeg Primary School welcomed 16 new pupils into P1 this year. 16_t34dunbegps1

Primary 
ones

Ardgour Primary School nursery and P1children on their first day.
in the picture

NHS HIGHLAND has defended 
its decision to put the former 
Belhaven Ward in Fort William 
up for sale on the open market.

A ‘for sale’ sign appeared 
outside the building on Achintore 
Road last week with an asking 
price of £250,000.

But Lochaber councillor 
Bren Gormely said he had been 
assured the building would be 
sold to local charity Lochaber 
Care and Repair at less than 
market value.

He told The Oban Times: ‘For 
the past several months there 
has been talks about transferring 

VEGETABLES, home baking and home 
produce were the main attractions at the 12th

annual Caol Gardening Show in Caol Com-
munity Centre on Sunday. 

array of cakes and treats, while local garden-

Gayle Rand was again a big winner, picking 
up prizes for most points in the vegetables 
section, most points overall and best exhibit 
on show.

Trophies
Vic MacPherson’s produce helped him 

take home a haul of trophies, with Amanda 
Spence getting most points in the baking.

Youngster Logan Spence ended the day 
with a number of rosettes after doing well in 
the children’s classes.

Councillor Eddie Hunter handed out the 
trophies at the end of the day.

He said: ‘It never fails to amaze me the 
quantity and quality of exhibits at this show. 
It’s absolutely amazing.’

POLICE have drafted in 20 

Highlands and Islands to help 
crackdown on the spate of rural 
thefts which have hit Lochaber, 
Skye and Lochalsh in recent 
months.

Police Scotland’s ‘Operation 
Engage’ is in response to more 
than 70 thefts which have been 
reported since April 1.

It is estimated the total value of 
goods stolen exceeds £55,000. 

Police road checks have been 
set up on the four main routes 
into the area - A82 south, A82 
north, the A828 from Oban and 
the A86.

And a mix of uniform and 

be patrolling in the area over 
coming weeks.

Local area commander Chief 
Inspector Derek Paterson said 
the checks would help prevent 
people coming into Lochaber to 
steal.

Speaking to The Oban Times at 
a road check in Glencoe, he said: 
‘We believe those responsible 
come from outwith the area and 
are dipping in and out of the area 
on the same day, so what we’re 
trying to do here is either detect 
and disrupt them, or discourage 
them from coming.

‘At the same we’re also 
appealing to members of the 
public to take reasonable 
precautions for security to their 
own properties.

‘This means ensuring vehicles 
are locked at night, not leaving 
valuables in them, securing 
outboard motors to boats and not 

NHS HIGHLAND (NHSH) is 
offering GPs ‘golden hellos’ to 
persuade them to join a remote 
Lochaber practice being set up 
as a model for rural Scotland.

An earlier attempt in April 
to recruit candidates of suit-
able quality to the newly formed 
West Lochaber Medical Practice 
(WLMP) proved unsuccessful, 
despite early indications of a 
positive response.

Now renewed efforts are 
being made to recruit seven 
GPs required to make the new 
practice workable. The job pack-
age includes an annual salary 
of £75,000 with 12 to 14 weeks’ 
annual leave. 

The start date for WLMC, 
which is being spearheaded by 
GP Iain Gartshore at Mallaig and 
Arisaig Medical Practice, has 
been pushed back to February 
3, 2014, by which time Strontian 
will have been without its own 
GP for 18 months.

Locum GPs are currently pro-
viding cover until more salaried 
GPS are hired. The Oban Times
understand one commutes from 
Portugal.

Jac Crosbie, secretary of West 
Ardnamurchan Community 
Council, is concerned that the 
process is taking so long - and 
whether ‘golden hellos’ will 
work.

She told The Oban Times: ‘It 
does seem a bit ridiculous with it 
being a very well paid job.

‘I would have imagined the 
people who would want to come 
and work here would not be mo-
tivated by a bit of extra money. It 
just seems a bit desperate.

‘It is also a bit worrying - the 
locum GPs were told they would 
be working until October, now I 

leaving property leaving around 
unattended - this includes for 
example bikes in gardens.

‘We’re also appealing to the 
public to report any signs of 
suspicious activity, whether 
that be callers to their house 
or vehicles in and around their 
property.

‘This is a low crime area and 
people are very relaxed about 
security, and that’s been taken 
advantage of.’ He continued: ‘It is 
clear when laid out on a map that 
these incidents are happening 
in remote locations across the 
region where properties, vehicles 
and sites are maybe not as closely 
monitored as they would be in 
more populated areas.’

Various items have been 
taken by thieves from homes, 
industrial sites, garages and 
sheds including power tools, 
bikes, televisions and jewellery.

Local councillor Brian Murphy 
said: ‘Police Scotland are doing 
their bit to catch the criminals 
carrying out these thefts, but 
the public need to follow their 
advice to secure their property 
and be more vigilant.’

Lochaber provost Allan 
Henderson added: ‘It is vital that 
we all help protect our property 
by taking heed of this police 
advice. 

‘We must not allow our area to 
be a soft target - on the contrary, 
give this criminal element the 
message to keep out.’

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Police step 

rural crime

Gayle Rand with her prize winning exhibit, and other prize winners on the day. 20_f34flower01

NHS HIGHLAND said offering extra cash as an incentive to 
attract GPs to remote locations was now established practice.

A spokesperson said: ‘Mallaig Practice is covered and run by 
Dr Gartshore and his colleague Dr Schultz. 

‘Small Isles is covered by locum doctors employed by NHS 
Highland - one doctor at any given time - Acharacle is covered 
by locum doctors employed by NHSH - two doctors at any given 
time, sharing on-call. 

‘The golden hello is a national scheme running since 2001 to 
-

ties with recruitment and retention of professionals. 
‘In NHSH we offer this to doctors who have never worked in 

a substantive NHSH post before. This scheme is well known 
and has been running for 12 years. It is regularly mentioned in 
GP adverts and is not a new enticement that has been developed 

believe they have been asked to 
carry on until Christmas. 

‘The right people must be out 
there - I can’t understand why 
anyone would not want to come 
and live here.’

She added: ‘People are pleased 
there has been an acknowledge-
ment that what was in place 
before was not sustainable and 
they are trying to do something 
about it. If they can get the 
people in it would be a much 
more secure set-up. We are still 
hopeful it will come about.’

WLMP, the result of an 
amalgamation of Mallaig and 
Arisaig, the Small Isles and 
Acharacle practices, provides 
medical services to 3,200 pa-
tients scattered over 800 square 
miles of islands, peninsula and 
mainland. 

Two teams of GPs - four 
based at Mallaig Health Centre 
serving patients from Knoydart 
to Glenuig, including the Small 
Isles, and three based at Achara-
cle covering the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula and Strontian - are 
envisaged under a clinical and 
management team leader.

NHSH and the Scottish 
Government is funding the 
innovative new practice, which 
aims to provide its GPs with a 
colleagues’ support network, set 
working hours, guaranteed free 

develop professionally.
WACC will discuss the issue 

at its next meeting on September 
2.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Second bid to 
recruit West 
Lochaber GPs

it to the third sector, and without 
any kind of consultation NHS 
Highland has put it on the open 
market. 

‘Care and Repair is a critical 
service which allows people to 
stay in their homes while they 
receive care.’

Options
NHS Highland head of estates 

Eric Green said no decision had 
been taken about the sale and 
that they were keeping their 
options open.

He said: ‘NHS Highland has 
been in discussions with a third-
sector organisation about the 

property’s future use but has as 
yet received no formal offer from 
that organisation, or indeed any 
other party, for the premises. 

‘While discussions continue, 
we have put the property for sale 
on the open market.

‘However, I should stress 
that putting the building on 
the market does not preclude 
the third-sector organisation 
concerned from pursuing its 
interest in it. We are simply 
keen to ensure that we maximise 
our chances of disposing the 
building.’

Tracy Ligema, NHS Highland’s 

area manager, west, said the sale 
had been discussed at several 
Lochaber District Partnership 
meetings.

Supportive
She said: ‘We have always 

made it clear that we cannot 
promise the building to any 
one organisation but that we 
are supportive of any local 
third-sector organisation or 
organisations that may wish to 
purchase the premises.’

The 23-bed ward, which mainly 
catered for elderly patients, 
closed earlier this year after 
more than 30 years’ service.

Caol growers celebrate successful season

Extra officers drafted in

NEWSDESKS
Oban: 01631 568000

Fort William: 01397 703003
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WELLIES and waterproofs was 
the dress code for this year’s 
Appin Agricultural Show, 
as torrential morning rain 
threatened to make the 56th 
annual event a washout.

The heavy rain last Saturday 

Croft soft underfoot but the drier 
weather in the afternoon ensured 
this year’s gate was only slightly 
down on previous years.

The weather forecast did 
impact on some exhibitors, who 
indicated they would not be 
bringing stalls to the event but 
there was still plenty for visitors 
to see, with a high standard 
on display in the show ring, 
baking and plant sections and 
Highland dancing competition, 
in particular.

And the hill race returned to 
Appin Show after a number 

of years. Organised by Appin 
woman Nicola Meekin, it was 
her Lochaber Athletics Club 
teammates Gary MacDonald 
and Sarah MacKenzie who were 

runners. 
Champion of the show was a 

familiar one to the Lorn farming 

Limousin cross calf, Miller 
Time, had been named reserve 
cattle champion at the Lorn 
Agricultural Show just two 
weeks before.

Shown by Messrs 
MacGillivray, Barcaldine, the 
calf is sired by the bull Atilla and 

Tweedside Upstanding.
The calf had earlier won the 

cattle championship ahead of 

from Michael Poland, West 

Ferlochan, Benderloch, called 
Flora 4th of Mottistone. The 
heifer is sired by Uisdean of 
Craigowmill and out of Flora 
2nd of Mottistone. 

The Highland reserve came 
from Ronald MacMillan, Bute, 
with a yearling bull named 
Warrior, sired by Laochan 
Ruadh of Knockendon.

Champion sheep was a 
Blackface gimmer from Do 
MacCorquodale, Achnaba.

Sired by an Elmscleugh and 
out of a Glencalla dam, it was 
reared as a triplet.

Reserve sheep went to Allan 
MacKellar, Seaview, Benderloch, 
with his Blueface gimmer out 

Kildalloig sire.

was a ewe lamb from John 
Carmichael, Fiart, Lismore.

Father and son Ewen and 
Ewen MacGillivray with the 

champion of the show, Miller 
Time. 16_t34appin07

Seven-year-old Donnie MacCorquodale shows his father’s 
champion Blackface sheep. 16_t34appin04

Two-year-old Highland heifer, Flora 4th of Mottistone, from West 
Ferlochan, Benderloch, was named Highland cattle champion. 

16_t34appin01

Reserve sheep went to Allan MacKellar, Seaview, Benderloch, 
with his Blueface gimmer. 16_t34appin06 The trophy winners from a highly competitive Highland dancing event. 16_t34appin08

Hill race winners Gary MacDonald and Sarah MacKenzie, centre, with second-placed Andrew 
Barrington and Dinah Bosomworth and third-placed David Johnston, far left, and Jo Smith, far 

right. 16_t34appin05

Appin Show 
a hit despite 
heavy rain 

CROWDS and competitors 
shrugged off heavy rain to 

Gathering and Highland Games 
enjoyed another successful day.

Despite a downpour, crowds 
were queuing up waiting for the 
gates to open at the scenic Loch 
Shiel shore before the traditional 

11.30am. 
But the skies soon cleared to 

allow the sun to peek through 
on occasion as the programme 
of athletics, dancing, piping 

and heavy events got underway. 
Organiser Ronnie MacKellaig 
was again at the heart of the day, 
taking part in the games for an 
incredible 66th year on the trot.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Considering the weather was 
against us, which it certainly 
was, I think we did very well. 
I’d say there was a crowd of a 
round 2,000 people. There was a 
terrible shower in the afternoon 
and there’s not much shelter 
there, so it was amazing how 
many people stayed. Everyone 
seemed perfectly happy.’

Asked if he planned to return 
for a 67th games next year, he 
added: ‘I’m not telling!’

Entries for the piping 
competitions were hit with 
the games falling on the same 
weekend as the World Piping 
Championships in Glasgow.

However, a number of pipers 
took to the wooden platforms 
underneath the monument to 
compete. 

As usual, there was an 
international feel to many of the 
athletics events, with youngsters 
from Germany, Belgium and 

USA amongst the winners in the 
children’s races.

Youngster Ewan Stables, 
aged 4, who is originally from 

games with a little help from his 
mother Catherine. Fear an taigh 
for the day was Onich man Neil 
MacLeod.

The Gathering is held on 
the nearest Saturday to the 
anniversary of the Raising of 
the Standard at Loch Shiel by 
Bonnie Prince Charlie on August 
19 1745.

Youngster Ewan Stables had the honour of hoisting the flag to 
get the games underway, with his mum Catherine and games 

organiser Alistair Gibson giving a helping hand. 20_f34games01

Rex Benson of Peebles clears the high jump.  20_f34games02

And they’re off! The runners in the girls’ 100 metre dash get away from the line.  20_f34games09

Spean Bridge teenager Sandy Cameron was one of the top 
performers in the piping competitions. 20_f34games04

Mallaig dancer Caitlin 
Muir pictured against the 

spectacular backdrop of Loch 
Shiel. 20_f34games07

Ronnie MacKellaig marked his 
66th year of involvement with 

the games. 20_f34games05

Fort William man Andrew 
Johnston putting the shot 
in the heavy competitions. 

20_f34games03

Arisaig man Donald 
MacDonald launches the shot. 

20_f34games06

Not everyone played fair in the boys’ wheelbarrow race.
20_f34games08

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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PLANS to re-introduce 
freshwater pearl mussels to the 
River Nevis at Fort William 
have been scrapped after a study 
found almost all suitable habitat 
had disappeared.

The Nevis Partnership had 
hoped to restore colonies of the 
protected species, last recorded 
in the river in 1976, along a 1km 
stretch near Glen Nevis Visitor 
Centre.

Surveys carried out in 2006 

ideal riverbed for the molluscs 

But when ecologist Dr Pete 
Cosgrove returned last month to 
check conditions for the project 
going ahead, he found only two 
tiny fragments of ideal habitat 
remained.

the former favourable areas had 
been washed away by raging 
spates.

Now, because the river has 
been so drastically altered, there 
is no way back for the pearl 
mussel in the Nevis.

Dr Cosgrove was stunned such 
dramatic change could happen 

IN 1998, Grantown-based Dr Peter Cosgrove 
found that of 200 Scottish rivers with a previous 
history of freshwater pearl mussels, only a third 
still had healthy populations.

Another third contained hardly any while in 
the remaining third they were extinct. Over-

blamed - but Dr Cosgrove’s research also shows 
west coast rivers with no headwater loch to 

He said: ‘It appears that climate change has 
been affecting Scottish rivers, including the 
Nevis, for quite a while. 

‘I personally feel over two or three decades the 
Nevis has become more and more unstable - and 
over that time has got progressively worse.

‘Crucially, all those which have lost pearl 
mussel populations are straight spate rivers 

without a buffer loch to dampen down big spate 
events. Increasing amounts of torrential rainfall 
within a short period just rip straight through 
and takes everything out.’

In 2006, the Nevis was one of 21 suitable 
sites selected for possible re-introduction of the 
molluscs, which need indigenous salmon and 
trout to thrive. 

The infant mussels, no bigger than a speck 

a suitable spot, dropping off after six to eight 
weeks. As adults, they repay their former hosts 

water daily to keep the water pristine.
Freshwater mussels can live to be 120 years 

old and do not begin to reproduce until around 
the age of 12, meaning that establishing new 
populations can be a lengthy process.

TWO POSTS concreted into 
either side of a public path 
at Brackaline, Morar, were 
removed sometime between 
July 10 and Monday August 
19.

A mountain bike was 
stolen from Carn Dearg, 
Claggan, sometime between 

Saturday August 17.

The tyres of a van parked 
in Plantation, Fort William 
were deliberately damaged 
sometime between 10pm on 
Sunday August 11 and 10am 
on Monday August 12.

Items were stolen from 
a garage in the Rathad 
An Fheoir area of Portree 
around 1am on Thursday 
August 8. 

Tools were stolen from 
a shed in Tarskavaig in 
Sleat sometime between 
Wednesday July 24 and 
Thursday august 8.

Anyone with information 
can contact local police on 

01397 702000 or Crimestop-
pers anonymously on 0800 

POLICE Scotland Highland and 
Islands Division are targeting 
speeding motorists near schools 
as pupils return after the 
summer holidays.

The division-wide initiative 
will focus particularly on areas 
where children are known to 
walk to and from school.

A SERIES of events are to be held on 
Eigg, Rum and Canna under the Scottish 
Government consultation ‘Planning for 
Scotland’s Seas’.

The free drop-in sessions aim to give 

a possible marine protected area (pMPA) in 
their area and have their say.

Waters around the Small Isles are being 
considered as a pMPA in the recently 
launched consultation.  The proposed site, 
home to the largest known area of fan 

mussels in the UK, black guillemots and 
burrowed mud, is based on a submission by 
the Small Isles Community Council for the 
Sound of Canna. 

Dates are: August 31 - Eigg Heritage 

September 4 - ferry waiting room, Canna, 
1pm-3pm.

In early October SNH will host two more 
sessions on pMPAs in Mallaig and Kyle of 
Lochalsh.

A HELPLINE has been 
launched as police widen their 
investigations into allegations 
of sexual and physical abuse at a 
Catholic boarding school in Fort 
Augustus.

Police Scotland said the 
service would ‘provide support 
and advice to those who may 
be affected’ by inquiries into 
alleged abuse at Fort Augustus 
Abbey School and its feeder, 
Carlekemp Priory School in 
North Berwick, over three 

are now closed.
Detective Chief Inspector 

Pamela Ross said: ‘We have 
established a number of support 
mechanisms together with 
partners and one of these is a 
helpline run by Children 1st. 

‘These call takers, who are 
trained to provide advice and 
guidance, can refer callers or 
forward any relevant information 
to the police, or to the appropriate 
agency to provide further 
support locally.’

A FORT William allotment 
group is holding an open day on 
Saturday, with local MSP Dave 
Thomson among the guests.

SLUG Allotments on Cowhill 
will be open to anyone with an 
interest in gardening from 9am. 

Committee member Kirsty 
Mann told The Oban Times: 
‘We have open days every 
now and then where we all get 

Spean bridge on Sunday.
Crowds gathered to get photos and watch as 

Na Fir Dileas (The Loyal Men) set off from the 
Commando Memorial in full garb, and a number 
of locals and visitors joined the half a mile walk to 
the now-ruined bridge.

Highbrdge was the scene of a famous ploy when 

Government troops into believing they were sur-

The redcoats surrendered after the clansmen 
darted from tree to tree to give the impression they 

Na Fir Dileas clan captain Marti Morrison told 
the story of the battle at the bridge before the 
ceremony ended with a song on the bagpipes.

Spokesman for organisers the Great Glen and 
Glean Spean Marketing Group, Peter Wilson said: 
‘It is a very, very important part of history which 
has been largely overlooked, and it has now been 
resurrected. I hope in future we will carry on do-
ing it every year.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Gone forever from the Nevis: 
freshwater pearl mussels. 

The Jacobites make their way from the Commando Memorial to Highbridge. 20_f34jacobite02

No way back 
for freshwater 
pearl mussels 

in a short time - and believes 
more frequent intense rainfall 
associated with climate change 
is to blame.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
tremendously disappointing. It 
was an exciting project but you 
can’t go ahead if the prospects of 

been a waste of public money.
‘In 2006 the Nevis had 

hundreds and hundreds of metres 
of suitable habitat around the 
visitor centre and downstream. 

‘It ticked all the boxes - the 
water was clean there was a 

progressive land ownership 
meant nobody had destroyed the 
watercourse.

‘The Nevis Partnership wanted 
a pre-check to make sure that all 
the things were in place for the 
re-introduction to go forward.

‘But when I went back in July I 
found just a thirty by one-metre 
strip and an eight by one-metre 
strip was left, that was it. A lot 
of the smaller stuff had been 
washed out.’

Jane Morrison, Nevis 
Partnership graduate project 

staggering - where there had 
previously been a substantial 
area of viable habitat, only 
38m2 of suitable space remains, 
meaning the project cannot go 
ahead. 

‘The reintroduction of the 
species would not only have 
added to the natural heritage and 
biodiversity in the local area but 
also would help to restore a piece 
of Scottish cultural heritage.’ 

She added: ‘This highlights the 
effects and rate of climate change 
on landscape and habitats in one 
of Scotland’s most beautiful and 
iconic regions.’

River Nevis habitat has disappeared

 She added: ‘I understand that 

about such matters, but if anyone 
has any information about this 
case they are encouraged to 
come forward and report this to 
police using 101. 

‘Any such reports will be 
directed to the inquiry team and 
fully investigated. All inquiries 
will be dealt with in a sensitive 

The Children 1st Abuse 

following a BBC investigation 

of former pupils at the schools, 
which were run by Benedictine 
monks.

Father Francis Davidson, 
headmaster at Fort Augustus 
in the 1970s, last week quit 
as monastic superior of the 
Benedictine college St Benet’s 
Hall at Oxford University amid 
accusations he failed to act on 
reports of abuse during his time 
in charge of the school.

‘Troops’ re-live Jacobite battle

Small Isles focus on marine area plan

Helpline opens 
as inquiry into 
alleged school 
abuse widens

NINE local groups and organisations have 
been awarded funding by Lochaber council-
lors from their discretionary budgets.

Mallaig Community Council - £400 

Caol in Bloom - £1,000 for village 

2013 Camanachd Cup Final at An Aird.

hosting the Scottish Target and Field Archery 
Association inaugural championships.

Fort William FC CIC - £2,000 towards 
transport costs.

Claggan Park (TECS) - £6,000 for 
verti-draining works.

installation of power socket.

for Christmas shopping outing.
Glencoe and Glenetive Community 

Company - £900 towards administration 
costs of creating an orbital footpath in 
Glencoe. 

PLANS for a new hotel and restaurant at the 
Corran Ferry have been altered following 
complaints from neighbours.

John Mann, who owns the historic Corran 
Ferry Hotel, has applied to Highland Council for 
permission to demolish the building to make way 
for the new development.  

But Davy Donnelly and Helen Richardson, 
who run the neighbouring Corran Bunkhouse, 
complained that the proposed hotel would block 
the only public footpath to the ferry and obstruct 
access to the bunkhouse.

Another neighbour, Anne Linney, also 
objected to the council, saying: ‘[The path] is 
used by school children, all pedestrians - some 
dragging suitcases - and cyclists. This is the only 
footpath.’

Mr Mann told The Oban Times he had spoken 
to Mr Donnelly about the issues and altered the 
design.

The plans for a new hotel next to the Corran 
Ferry have been altered. 20_f34corran01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

He said: ‘The plans for the actual building 
haven’t changed, we just got our boundaries 
mixed up a bit. The building doesn’t affect the 
footpath.’

Planning and development service’s Lochaber 

had to ensure public use of the footpath at all 
times.

He said: ‘This access must be maintained 
prior to, during and after the development. The 
Highland Council has a statutory duty to protect 
public access right under the Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2003.’

Calls have also been made to retain parts of the 
current building, parts of which date back as far 

Archaeologist and historian Dr Paula Martin 
wrote to planners to say: ‘Inns were very 
important in the Highland landscape, economy 
and travel networks, and it would be a great shame 
to demolish such a historic property. 

‘Could the older part, at least, not be saved as a 
wing of a new building?’  

The main part of the inn, formerly known as 
the Nether Lochaber Hotel, was constructed in 
1870 by mason Donald Cameron of Acharacle, 
who also built the Royal Bank of Scotland on Fort 
William High Street.

Corran Ferry hotelier alters 
plans after path complaints

together and do communal jobs 
rather than just working on 
your own patch. Anyone who’s 
looking for a plot of just wants 
a wee look round is more than 
welcome to come up.’

SLUG opened in 2010, and 
with seven people currently on 
the waiting list for plots, the 
committee are considering ways 
to expand the allotments.

Allotment group holds open day

Crackdown on speeding drivers
Motorists ignoring the 20mph 

restriction in place round most 
schools in built-up areas could 

or be reported to the procurator 

Inspector Neil Lumsden said.
The crackdown runs until 

August 30.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Councillors boost nine groups with funding

Police files
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Oban success
in Glasgow
HAVING reached last 

competition, there was joy this 
year for young Angus Mac-
Coll when he was announced 
winner of Pipe Idol 2013 and 
presented with a set of Fred 
Morrison reel pipes.  

The competition is a popular 
part of the Piping Live Festival 

online worldwide, a sell-out 
in the National Piping Centre 
auditorium. Open to some of 
the world’s best pipers under 
21 years of age, four competed 

days of the festival with one 

each day. The standard was 
exceptionally high with the 

-
rie from Maybole in Ayrshire, 
MacGregor Vandeven from 

from Angus. Each competitor 
played a march, strathspey and 
reel, a hornpipe and jig and a 
selection of their own choice.

Congratulations to Angus 
and to his tutor dad.   

Glasgow was a hive of 
piping activity during the 
week of Piping Live and 

tenth year of the festival, the 
New Athenaeum Theatre in 
the Royal Conservatoire of 

for evening events. 
The ever popular RT 

Quartets Competition took 
place on the Tuesday evening 
and attracted a sell-out 
crowd to hear bands from 
Canada - Dowco Triumph 

Toronto Police; New Zealand 

Canterbury Caledonian and 

Vale of Atholl and Greater 

with the winners being 

of the highest quality.  
A major part of the festival is 

so many pipers in town in 
the lead up to the World Pipe 
Band Championships. This 
was evident in the concert the 

Maceiras, a duo of bagpipes 
and accordion representing 
the Gallician Culture, piper  

dancer Andrea Beaton and 
-

lvray. 
Each group gave superb 

performances with in the 

Canadians for a few tunes. 
A special theme of Piping 

Live over the years has been 

of the Gaelic culture and 
its music and this year the 
Thursday concert, Gaels 
and Gracenotes, showcased 
these links with artistes from 

Ireland, the Armagh Pipers 

First up were the youngsters 
from Armagh who have 
been coming to the festival 
for several years and whose 
links have been forged with 
the William Kennedy Piping 
Festival which takes place 
every November and which 
is frequented by many pipers 

of 12 musicians played a full 
range of traditional musical 
instruments and got the 
evening off to a great start. 

They were followed by 
the James MacKenzie Band 

guitarist Matheu Watson 
and James himself, playing 

evening were the Julie Fowlis 
Band and their performance 
ensured this was one of the 

in the city for many years. 
Julie was in great form 

as were her band - husband 
Eamonn Doorley, Duncan 
Chisholm and Tony Byrne. 

with her singing and whistle 
playing and, despite Eamonn 
pointing out the exits to the 
hall when she appeared with 
them, the bagpipes which she 
has played for many years 
although nowadays not very 
frequently.  

A special treat for the 

of items when Julie and her 
band were joined by James 

World Pipe Band 
Championships

 to the 
Field Marshall Montgomery 
Pipe band who have been 
crowned World Champions 
for the third successive year 
and well done also to Boghall 

Power Pipe Bands who were 
in second and third place 
respectively.    

Diary dates
Friday August 23: Tolbooth, 

Band and Jeanna Leslie and 

Tuesday August 27:  Live 

Track.
Thursday August 28:
Phil Cunningham and Aly 
Bain, Howden Park Centre 

Friday August 29: Phil 
Cunningham and Aly Bain, 

Pub scene
 weekend Trail West will 

be playing in the Islay Inn on 
Friday evening and then in the 

the Park Bar on Friday with 

Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Adrian Shepherd MBE
CANTILENA concert-goers in Islay were 
greatly saddened to learn of the death on 
July 24 of the distinguished cellist Adrian 

Mitchell and violinist Angus Ramsay, 

popular baroque music festival.
Adrian studied cello at London Guildhall 

Gibson and was heavily involved in the 
orchestra’s day to day running. He spent 
25 productive years with the orchestra 
and during that time was also professor 

Conservatoire. He was always willing 
to take young music students under his 
wing and many are grateful to him for his 
enthusiasm and encouragement.  

From 1984 Adrian taught at Cardiff 
University and, following a move to 

also engaged as  principal of the BBC 

the Royal Philarmonic.
He was exceedingly proud of the 

continuing success of the island’s 
Cantilena festival and although ill health 
prevented him from taking an active part 
in the proceedings in recent years he still 
came along to lend his support.  

Festival concerts are now held in a 
variety of venues throughout the island 
and this year saw the introduction of the 

Winning bowlers John MacNeill Junior 
and Jonathon Farrell.

young musicians’ showcase concerts 
which gave audiences the chance to hear 
young professionals perform individually.

Adrian was also a skilled footballer and 
if he had not pursued a career in music 
he would have undoubtedly become well 
known in the world of soccer.

He was honoured with the MBE in 
recognition of his contribution to classical 

courageously against terminal cancer and 
remained upbeat to the end.

He was a larger than life character who 
possessed a generous spirit and will be 
greatly missed by everyone who came into 
contact with him.

He leaves behind a son and daughter and 
a host of musical memories.

Lifeboat open day
 hundred supporters attended 

the local RNLI branch’s open day held 
in warm sunshine in the grounds of Islay 
House. 

The Ella Edgar dancers took a trick, 
the island junior pipers, led by their tutor 
James Carmichael, were in top form and 

the crowds.
Bunjee pulling tested the stamina, fresh 

vegetable sales were brisk and such was 
the demand for ice cream stocks sold out. 
Other stalls were equally well supported, 
the coastguards were out in force and the 
friendly commentary was provided by 
Eddie Pollard.

Thanks to the generosity of the 

local lifeboat funds.

Memorial bowling match
COMPETITION was keen at the John 

the Port Ellen green and attended by 
competitors from throughout the island.

The now annual event commemorates  

-

untimely death devastated his family and 
saddened everyone who knew him.

Last year’s trophy winners were knocked 
out in the early stages but two previous 
winners, Marion Hope, partnered by her 
father Willie, and John MacNeill Junior, 
paired with Jonathon Farrell, made it to the 

who also thanked Ralph Middleton and his 
committee for their arrangements and sent 
get well wishes to former club chairman  
Alec Johnston following a recent spell in 
hospital.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658. 

This week’s flashback photograph, submitted by reader Jeff Anderson of Crannaig A Mhinister, Oban, shows the 14th Argyll (Oban) 
Scouts at Gilwell Park, London, in 1962. Left to right, seated: Ronnie McKillop, back to camera; Stewart Hutcheson, Frank Tyndal, Colin 
Menzies and Ian Reid. Standing: Denis Hill, David Collings, unknown and Hamish Menzies. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address 

and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Scouts in London - 1962

Regulation for 
cyclists
I have no axe to grind on behalf 
of any faction on the roads but 
if cyclists wish to be accepted as 
an equal perhaps regulation is 
necessary like other vehicles.

Their vulnerability demands 
efforts to be visible with high-vis 
clothing and maybe compulsory 

defensively’ with lights on and 
get seen. 

The glib excuses for not using 
cycle paths reminds me of the 
objections originally made 
against crash helmets and seat 
belts. We now accept them as 
normal. 

In Europe cyclists are much 
less reluctant to use cycle paths. 
Also perhaps cyclists in towns 
without lights should have 

without insurance to remove the 
menace town-dwellers endure.
Respect is a two-way affair. 
Even considerate caravanners 
can pull in to let queues pass.
The indifference by leisure 
cyclists to the delay of other road 
users going about their working 
lives is arrogant. 

We need rational debate 
without entrenched positions 
and certainly not holier than 
thou attitudes.
David Kitt, Barcaldine.

Dangers of cycling 
around Oban
This letter is addressed to all 
vehicle drivers but particularly 

the cycle path’ at me on the A828 

the Twisted Wheel Cafe about 
midday on Tuesday August 13.

First, I have as much right to 
be on the road as you and expect, 
and should receive, the same 
level of care and consideration 
which I hope you show to other 
road users.

and Ferlochan. Whether this 

landowners or a lack of funding, 
I do not know. However, I do 
know it is impossible for me to 
use a facility which does not 
exist.

There has been a very 

the A828 in recent months. 
While the great majority give 

due consideration to cyclists, 
a sizable minority are utterly 
clueless when passing and ignore 
paragraph 163 of the Highway 

motorcyclists, cyclists and horse 
riders at least as much room as 
you would when overtaking a 
car’.

When the inevitable happens 
and one of these motorised fools 
dispatches me to either casualty 
or the mortuary, the fault will 
rest not just with the vehicle 
driver. 

It will also rest squarely with 
those landowners who continue 
to block extension of the Oban 
to Fort William cycle track. 

Jonathan M Allen, North 
Connel.

Change electric car 
charge point policy

regarding my charging point 
campaign, I have been told 

charging points will only be 
installed with what are called 
type two charging sockets which 
means that they will not be able 
to charge entry level electric 

that I own.
I am currently trying to promote 
the use of entry level EVs
because of their social, economic 

particularly for those of us who 
just can’t afford the high cost of 
ownership of the more elaborate 
electric vehicles.

I also understand that the free 
charge point scheme is, in part, 
funded by the Government 
and as a taxpayer could I ask 
the politicians to bring about a 
change in the type two charge 
point policy so that I am not 
socially excluded from making 
full use of my electric vehicle on 
the Isle of Mull. 
Peter Pinnington, Dervaig, 
Isle of Mull.

Gaelic dictionary   
a waste of money
I am a traditional Gaelic speaker 
from the Hebrides and I am 
of the belief that the spending 
of the £2,000,000 on a Gaelic 
dictionary is a waste and for 
academics only.

I come from an oral history 
background where, it was always 
said, that if there was a word that 
the local did not know it was not 
worth being printed anyway. 
None of us common, everyday 
speakers need such an item as a 
dictionary.

I know of a few words not 
in any dictionary I could use 
to describe my feeling when I 
heard the news that academics 
were getting this sum from 

squander. 
Maybe there is a connection 

here though, because academics 
know how to spend and, as most 

perfectly into this deal.
In fact it was academics who 

actually caused the present 
out of hand silly publicity and 
spending, not the grassroots 
people.

They have hi-jacked the 
language away from the people 
to use as a tool for themselves 
and jobs for the boys and job 
security - but at whose expense? 

We on the ground do not need 
dictionaries and could save the 
country a fortune, enough to 
complete all our single-track 

money going on projects like 
this.

What was that word again 
- suarach! - and believe me that’s 
the correct one. Now, where’s 
my stick?
Angus Campbell, Garrynamo-
nie, South Uist.

‘Like a bad ceilidh 
without the 
alcohol’
It is always interesting to 
read how well, or otherwise, 
community councils are doing. 

I recall a few years ago taking 

it turned out, his last. 
As we left the village hall I 

asked him what he had thought 

without the alcohol’, was his 
response!
Iain Thornber, Knock House, 
Morvern.

Bag pack thanks
The staff, board and service 
users of Lochaber Women’s Aid 
would like to say a huge thank 
you to all of the shoppers who 

on Thursday August 8. 
An amazing total of £500 was 

raised through the bag pack. 
The monies donated at the bag 

pack will be put into Lochaber 
Women’s Aid hardship fund. 
This fund has recently been 
established to provide essential 
support for women, children 

themselves in crisis and without 
any access to public funds whilst 
coping with domestic abuse.

Anyone wanting further 
information about Lochaber 
Women’s Aid can contact 
Julie, the service manager 

lochaberwomensaid.org.
Julie Wileman, Service 
Manager, Lochaber Women’s 
Aid.

BHO CHIONN COLA-DEUG fhuair mi cothrom tadhal air an 
Eisteddfod, cuirm bhliadhnail na Cuimris, airson a’ chiad turas 
agus abair gun do chòrd e rium. 

agus ged a tha e mar sin doirbh gun a bhith a’ dèanamh coimeas 

dhealaichte.
Mar a shùilichte, tha ìre agus inbhe Cuimris fada nas nochdte 

Tha cuideachd inbhe laghail air a bhith aig Cuimris feadh na 

Cha robh e na annas mar sin gun robh raon na fèise, an 

Cuimris ged a bha daoine deònach gu leòr Beurla a chleach-

Tha am facal Maes a’ ciallachadh achadh agus tha e na 
dheagh mhìneachadh air an eadar-dhealachadh as motha eadar 

ann am baile air choreigin agus an Eisteddfod a’ tachairt ann 
am baile theantaichean a thathas a’ togail gu sònraichte airson 
farpaisean agus taisbeanaidhean. 

fhear dhiubh, anns am bi na farpaisean deireannach agus 

duine a ghabhail!  
Cha bhi barrachd air ceathrar anns na farpaisean deireannach 

tha an fharpais seachad, thathas a’ dol air adhart chun na h-ath 
tè. 

cleachdadh maicreafòn fad an t-siubhail.  
Nach iongantach mar a bhios britheamhan ciùil a’ Mhòid 

guthan seinn’, ach tha na Cuimrich seo aig ìre far am bheil 

bith!

and found it very different from our National Mod in many 
respects. 

the economic impact of the event on the host community but 
visitor numbers are impressive. 

It was particularly interesting to hear competitors using 
microphones, a practice which National Mod music adjudica-
tors resist. 

this Welsh example.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk. 

Ups and downs for islands’ population 
-

pear to paint a positive picture.
  But dig a little deeper and warning bells should be sounding up 

fewer folk now reside on the isles.
  Combine that statistic with an ageing population, and a strong 
case could be made for saying that without a recovery plan for 
those islands suffering greatest population loss, vibrancy of 
cultural, social and economic life must diminish.

but recent school closures tell their own story, proving that raw 
statistics on their own are a poor indicator of how well a com-
munity is faring.
  Eigg and Gigha show strong population growth, a fact surely 
not unconnected to both being under community ownership.
  But until islanders are able to assume control, through the 

meaningful jobs and revenue, reversing the trend will be dif-



A rich display of colour on the trees at Arrochar.

Autumn tints at the Falls of Dochart, Killin.
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Strontian, Argyll PH36 4HY 

01967 402257
www.kilcamblodge.co.uk

enquiries@kilcamblodge.co.uk

Kilcamb Lodge Hotel & Restaurant

The Magic of Ardnamurchan beguiles all who experience it.
Come and see for yourself at our newly refurbished Country Lodge.
Delicious 2AA Rosette food in our fine dining restaurant or our new 

Driftwood Brasserie warm and friendly staff, and our luxurious rooms 
are waiting to welcome you. We are also pet friendly.

ROMANTIC SUMMER HIDEAWAY OFFER AT 
KILCAMB LODGE HOTEL

Enjoy Romantic fine dining and wines and all the peace and beauty 
of our award winning Loch side Lodge 

Prices start at £198.00 per night dinner B & B 
for a Garden View Room

All Prices are based on 2 people sharing a double room and include VAT

HOLIDAY destinations 
at home and abroad are 
experiencing something 
of a renaissance at 
present with sophisticated 

artisan food and wine and 
a renewed sense of rich 
heritage.

While in Scotland there 
isn’t a more beautiful 
time of year than autumn 

when the colours of the 
leaves start to change and 
a crisp chill creeps into 

destinations the warmth 
of the sun has cooled 
slightly making for a more 
pleasant and relaxing 
holiday.

Many European 
destinations, only a 

away, are well worth a 
visit at this time of year. 

There is a stylish revival 
in many resorts, the cliché 
of crowded beaches 
replaced with charming 
villages and hillside 
resorts.

Staying out of the 
busiest areas allows the 
opportunity to stay in 
your own private white-
washed mansion with 
a hint of rustic, this is 
the place to come for a 
bespoke, intimate break 
with loved ones.

Whether it’s the Algarve, 
Bulgaria or Greece - look 
a little bit beyond what 
travel agents initially 
offer up, ask about areas 
where you can lounge 
by a pool with a cocktail 
without being splashed by 
children.

villages with cobbled 
alleyways and small 
shops selling handmade 
chairs, natural sponges, 

paintings.
But if being a homebird 

is more your style - or you 
simply don’t have enough 
time to travel abroad 
- don’t worry, there is lots 
on offer right on your 
doorstep to make your 
break one to remember.

If you have children why 
not take them camping 
or head to an activity 
centre. With kids some 
of the simplest delights 
can provide hours of 
entertainment. 

There are lots of islands 
off the west coast of 
Scotland that are close 
enough to make them 
well worth a visit for a 
weekend away. Head over 
to Mull, Tiree or Islay and 
soak up all that island life 
has to offer - including the 
produce of distilleries!

culture you may never 
want to leave. So while 
a break in the sun is 
suitable for some there’s 
nothing wrong with a 
holiday at home.
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THURSDAY - August 22
Coll of the Sharks, basking shark festival, Isle of Coll.
10am, Sheepdog trial, Knock Farm, Mull.
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
10.30am, Argyllshire Gathering, Mossfield, Oban.
11am, Coffee morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
12pm, Summer lunch, Connel Church Hall.
1.30pm, Pipes and Highland dancing, Duart Castle, Mull.
1.30pm, Simulated dig, Kilmartin Museum.
1.45pm, Ramblers Scotland Fort William to Spean Bridge walk, meet FW Woolen 
Mill.
7pm, Ranger service guided walk at Loch Frisa, meet Glen Aros car park, Mull.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - August 23
Coll of the Sharks, basking shark festival, Isle of Coll.
Artmap Argyll Open Studios, venues across the region.
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
11am, Arts and crafts market, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
6pm, Oban Boys Brigade first meeting, Congregational Church, Oban.
8pm, I Spy Mrs Peery, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
8.30pm, Stretch Dawrson, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY - August 24
Coll of the Sharks, basking shark festival, Isle of Coll.
Artmap Argyll Open Studios, venues across the region.
9.15am, Ramblers Scotland Ardnamurchan walk, meet Corran Ferry slipway.
12pm, Annual sale for the Easdale branch of the Royal British Legion Scotland, Seil 
Island Village Hall.
12pm, Flower show, Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
1pm, Oban sea kayak race.
2pm, Flower show, Aros Hall, Tobermory, Mull.
2pm, Horticultural show, Victory Hall, Benderloch.
8pm, I Spy Mrs Peery, Mull Theatre, Druimfin, Tobermory, Mull.
8.30pm, Donald MacDonald and the Islands, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
8pm, Democrats and Signal Fires, White Hart Hotel, Campbeltown

SUNDAY - August 25
Coll of the Sharks, basking shark festival, Isle of Coll.
Artmap Argyll Open Studios, venues across the region.
10am, Pirate and Princess summer party, Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine.
2pm, Garden party, Sawmill Cottage, Pennyghael.
3.30pm, Lorn Live, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

MONDAY - August 26
Coll of the Sharks, basking shark festival, Isle of Coll.
Artmap Argyll Open Studios, venues across the region.
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
12pm, Teddy Bear’s picnic, Old Byre, Dervaig, Mull.
7pm, Cosmic Camas Ceilidh, Bunessan Hall, Mull.

TUESDAY - August 27
9.30am, Ranger service geology walk, Burg and the fossil tree, meet NTS car park 
at Tiroran. 
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
12pm, Summer lunch, Connel Church Hall.
1.30pm, Wool carding and drop spinning, Kilmartin House Museum.
8.30pm, Doug Paisley, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.

WEDNESDAY - August 28
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
7pm, Oban High School Pipe Band busking, Station Square, Oban.
7.30pm, Family ceilidh, Salen and Ulva Church, Mull.
8pm, Long Live the Little Knife, Craignish Village Store, Ardfern.
9pm, Quiz, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THURSDAY - August 29
9.30am, Ramblers Scotland Craignure walk, meet Oban ferry terminal, Lochaline 
ferry slipway at 9.40am or Corran Ferry slipway at 8.15am.
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
11am, Coffee morning, St John’s Cathedral, Oban.
12pm, Summer lunch, Connel Church Hall.
1.30pm, Bog safari, Moine Mhor nature reserve, Kilmartin.
7pm, Clay pigeon shooting, Lorn Clay Target Club, North Connel.
7.30pm, An Audience with Elaine C Smith, Corran Halls, Oban.
9pm, John ‘the box’ Turnbull, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

FRIDAY - August 30
10am, In the Footsteps of St Columba art exhibition, Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.
11am, Art and craft market, Bunessan Hall, Mull.
7pm, Seafood extravaganza, Dervaig Village Hall, Mull.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

SATURDAY - August 31
7pm, Barbeque, Pennyghael Community Centre, Mull.
7.30pm, Angus Weaver of Grass, Bowmore Hall, Islay.

SUNDAY - September 1
8.40am, Ramblers Scotland Fort William walk, meet Woolen Mill.
2.30pm, Producers market, Dervaig Village Hall, Mull.
10pm, Disco, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

ORGANISERS of this year’s Royal National Mòd say the number 
of children competing has risen once again, continuing the trend 
of recent years.

Attributing the continued rise in entries to the popularity of 
Gaelic Medium Education, An Comunn Gàidhealach also 
claimed overall entry numbers would be at their highest since 
Gaelic’s premier festival was last held in Oban in 2009.

year history.

and visitors.
John Morrison, chief executive of An Comunn Gàidhealach, 

said: ‘We’re absolutely delighted to bring the Royal National 

time we’ve brought the Mòd to Paisley, we are seeing such high 
entries to competitions from adults and children from all over 

‘With almost 3,000 participants already registered to take part, 
we can see that this Mòd is going to be a really busy, lively event 
with the numbers of entries close to the numbers achieved at the 
2009 Mòd which was held in Oban.’

procession from Paisley Museum to Paisley Town Hall marking 
the start of this year’s Royal National Mòd.  A grand opening 
ceremony will then take place in Paisley’s newly refurbished 
Town Hall early evening featuring performances from musi
cians, dancers and singers.

Caragh MacKinnon, 15, and Abbie MacNeil, 16, from Glasgow 
Gaelic School practice their Highland Fling at Paisley Abbey 

ahead of competing in this year’s Royal National Mòd. 

Royal National Mòd ent
Food writer to host exclusive cooking 
and foraging course on Coll
SCOTTISH food writer Christopher Trotter will visit the isle 
of Coll next month to host an exclusive Hebridean cooking and 
foraging course.

Participants will source and cook everything, plus get a chance to 

to the event.

towards the running of the hall.
While the course runs for three days, the package includes a 

not keen on doing the whole weekend.
For more information on the event, check ancridhe.com.

Islay Jazz Festival
DUBBED ‘the jewel in the Scottish jazz calendar’, the Islay Jazz 

leading international and Scottish musicians.
Concerts will be held in Islay’s village halls, distilleries, bird 

centres, Gaelic college, pubs and hotels.

Jazz singer Wednesday Gray will be one of the musicians 
performing at the Lagavulin Islay Jazz Festival.

Leading European drummer Magnus Öström plays at Lagavu
lin’s Malt Mill and Bruichladdich Hall, while pianist Kit Downes, 
one of the most highly rated musicians on the UK jazz scene, 
debuts his trio at Islay. 

The master of American Stride piano, Stephanie Trick will 

The festival has also formed a super Islay trio featuring 
musicians who are regular visitors to the festival: bassist Mario 
Caribe, trumpeter Colin Steele guitarist Graeme Stephen. Local 

Islay musicians.
Nick Morgan of Diageo, which owns Lagavulin Distillery, said: 

‘We are delighted to sponsor the Islay Jazz Festival again and it is 
proving to be a highlight of the year for both tourists and islanders. 
It really is a unique experience.’

Mull walk traces lava flow
fossilised impression of a tree in rock is taking place on Mull next 
week.

The event, organised by the National Trust for Scotland, will take 
visitors on a walk through the wild coastal landscapes of Burg in 
the company of a ranger and a geologist.

The trip will take you along coastal terrain at the western tip of 
the Ardmeanach peninsula to MacCulloch’s Fossil Tree – a cliff 
with an impression of a tree within the rock. 

This area is recognised as a National Scenic Area and Special 
Area of Conservation and the history of this landscape and the 

ascent of a steel ladder down a rock face – making it unsuitable for 
dogs. 

It also means that walking boots with a good ankle support, 
waterproofs and a packed lunch with drink are necessary. Booking 
for the walk on August 27 is essential.

Aulay Dunn looks through the folder of cuttings given to him by 
Hector MacDonald.

boats and ferries from around the West Highlands on the walls of 
its public bar.

But now there is additional material for the public to peruse 
following a generous donation by a former mariner and Highland 
historian Hector MacDonald.

Highland historian makes generous 
donation to local bar

well, does not know about boats that have sailed around the shores 
and on the inland waterways of the Highlands after amassing an 
impressive amount of cuttings.

And Hector recently presented Aulay Dunn, proprietor of Aulay’s 
in Aird’s Crescent, with a folder full of cuttings and information 
about David MacBrayne and Caledonian MacBrayne boats and 
ferries, which will be kept behind the bar and be available for 
people interested in the photos and boats to look at.

THE REGION’S islands are 
set to host a new culinary TV 
series featuring celebrity chefs 
Paul Rankin and Nick Nairn.

will see the chefs set off on a culi
nary journey around the coast of 

Scotland and Northern Ireland.
During the series they will stop 

at Campbeltown and Tarbert on 
the Kintyre Peninsula and the 
islands of Islay and Arran.

Paul and Nick’s Big Food Trip 
will see the two acclaimed chefs 

take to the high seas, stopping off 
at eight different towns along the 
Ulster or Scottish coastline.

At each destination they have 
just one day to create, prepare 
and serve a delicious three 
course meal using the best local 

produce, as well as agreeing 
on a menu and cooking in an 
unfamiliar kitchen.

The series will begin on 
Monday September 2 and is 
produced by Waddell Media for 
STV and UTV.

Paul Rankin, left and Nick Nairn will sample the west coast’s finest seafood as part of the series.

Celebrity chefs’  TV series visits islands

DOZENS of artists across Argyll will open the doors to their 
studios this weekend for the annual Artmap Argyll Open Studio 
Weekend.

The event, which starts today (Friday) and runs until Monday, 
will also see the return of the Red Dot Studio Trail. 

People can pick up a map from the studios, which will lead them 
to the 48 venues across Argyll that are taking part in the event.

Each time they visit a studio a red sticker will be put on their map 

draw. 
A £200 voucher that can be spent in a studio of their choice will 

be up for grabs.

Artmap Argyll Open Studio Weekend

VISITORS to Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure were asked what they 
thought the Commonwealth 
Games would bring to Scotland 
during an event at the leisure 
centre.

Excitement about the games 
grew when tickets for the games 
were launched this week and last 
Friday a nationwide tour, Your 

Visitors heard about six com
munity sport hubs being created 
across Argyll and Bute as part 

across the country, making it 
easier for locals to get more ac

Oban Active Schools Co-ordinator Dale Kupris and Atlantis 
Leisure manager Nick Wesley, centre, with sisters Victoria, left, 

and Jane Cochran from Legacy 2014. 16_t34legacy01

Oban’s Colin MacKenzie and his daughter, Molly, at the Legacy 
2014 launch. 16_t34legacy02

tive and live healthier lifestyles.

and Bute Rape Crisis Centre 

workshops and give young 

specialist support services.
Argyll and Bute Council leader 

Roddy McCuish said: ‘I am 
delighted to welcome the Com
monwealth Games Your Legacy

that every major sporting event 
brings a surge in participation by 

health and wellbeing.’

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Commonwealth Games tour visits Oban
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

OBAN AND LORN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Annual Flower Show

Saturday 24th August 2013
The show will open at 12 noon, Auction of Produce at 

3.00pm, Presentation of Cups at 3.30pm
Photographic Competitions

Collection at the door. Tea and coffee available
Held in The Church Centre
Glencruitten Road, Oban

Enquiries tel 01631 564745

NORTH CONNEL & DISTRICT
HORTICULTURAL 

SHOW 2013
Victory Hall, Benderloch
SATURDAY 24 AUGUST

Show opens 2pm
Adults £2.50
Children £1 

(includes tea & cakes)

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

• The Heat (15)
Ashburn (Sandra Bullock), an FBI agent is 
extremely ambitious and has her eye on a 
promotion but she doesn’t get along with 
her co-workers. She is sent to Boston to 
find out who an elusive drug dealer is by 
getting to the man who is fronting for him 
and is told that she’ll have a good shot at 
the promotion if she finds the dealer. Enter 
Mullins (Melissa McCarthy), the FBI agent 
already involved with the drug dealer set 
to get Ashburn her promotion. Now if only 
the two could get along but these two do 
this very differently! From the director 
of ‘Bridesmaids’ this is going to be one 
hilarious adventure!
• Kick-Ass 2 (15)
After Kick-Ass’ insane bravery inspires a 
new wave of self-made masked crusaders, 
led by the badass Colonel Stars and Stripes, 
our hero joins them on patrol. When 
these amateur superheroes are hunted 

down by Red Mist -- reborn as The Mother 
F%&*^r -- only the blade-wielding 
Hit Girl can prevent their annihilation. 
When we last saw junior assassin Hit Girl 
and young vigilante Kick-Ass, they were 
trying to live as normal teenagers Mindy 
and Dave. With graduation looming and 
uncertain what to do, Dave decides to start 
the world’s first superhero team with Mindy. 
Just as they start to make a real difference 
on the streets, the world’s first super villain, 
The Mother F%&*^r, assembles his own 
evil league and puts a plan in motion to 
make Kick-Ass and Hit Girl pay for what 
they did to his dad. But there’s only one 
problem with his scheme: If you mess with 
one member of Justice Forever, you mess 
with them all.
• Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters 
(PG)
In this retelling of Rick Riordans book, 
“The Sea of Monsters”, Percy Jackson, 

accompanied by his friends Annabeth Chase, 
Clarisse La Rue and Tyson, his half-brother, 
goes on a journey to the Sea of Monsters to 
retrieve the Golden Fleece and save Camp 
Half-Blood. In this long-awaited sequel to 
“Percy Jackson and The Olympians: The 
Lightning Thief” the son of the Ancient 
Greek God Poseidon and his friends must 
once more risk their lives to stop an ancient  
evil from rising and save their sanctuary. 
• Grown Ups 2 (12A)
After having the greatest time of his life 
three summers ago, Lenny (Adam Sandler), 
decides he wants to move his family back 
to his hometown and have them grow up 
with his gang of childhood friends and their 
kids. But between old bullies, new bullies, 
schizophrenic bus drivers, drunk cops on 
skis, psycho grade school girlfriends and 
400 costumed party crashes he finds out 
that sometimes crazy follows you wherever 
you go!
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tries rise again

THE ANNUAL Nether 
Lochaber Produce Show on 
Saturday once again proved 
a great success - and from 
the variety of items entered 
visitors were shown just 
what talents local residents 
have.

Home baking and home 
made produce sections 
were won by Sandra 
Cameron with the knitting 

trophy going to Elsa Ros-
siter.

Handicrafts winner as in 
the past few years went to 
Glenys Harrison, while Liz 
MacDonald collected the 

and was runner-up in the 

won by Andrew Coke.
The garden produce this 

year went to Ingrid Ander-

son, who also took home the 
Nether Lochaber Rose Bowl 
for the most points achieved 
in show.

Sandra Cameron collected 
the Callart Quaich for com-
ing second in the total points 
section. 

This year the George Ross 
Cup went to Ingrid Ander-
son for the best variety in 
mixed veg.

Joan MacKintosh, left, the retired head teacher from St Brides School, presented 
the trophies to the winners. Also pictured are Morag MacKintosh, Ingrid Anderson, 

Sandra Cameron, Andrew Coke, Elsa Rossiter and Glenys Harrison.

Produce show success

FILMG, MG ALBA’s 
popular national Gaelic 

and running for a sixth year 

at an event for teenagers on 
the Isle of Skye.

At a ceremony hosted by 

Friday, Dòl Eòin MacKin-
non of the band Macanta 
revealed this year’s compe-
tition theme, ‘Rùn’ – love, 
secret or intent.

Dòl Eòin, from Harris and 
living in Glasgow, scooped 
three top awards in FilmG 
2013 for his music video. 

In a departure from 
previous years, this time 
young people are being 
encouraged to ‘go it alone’ 

outwith the FilmG schools 
programme. 

Molly Robertson from 
Broadford, who picked up 
Best Production prize and 
£1,000 in the 12-17 category 

year’s competition, attended 
the launch.

She said: ‘Everything 
about FilmG was so exciting 
last year, especially being 
able to attend the awards 
ceremony. It’s great to have 
a project like FilmG to work 
towards.’

Floraidh Forrest, FilmG 
project manager, said: ‘We 
really want to encourage 
more youngsters like Molly 

or in groups with their 
friends. 

‘Recording and editing 
equipment is easy to come 
by and young people are 
very computer and techni-
cally literate these days. All 
they really need is a good 

is easy.’
Annette Kerr, project 

supervisor for MG ALBA, 
said: ‘We would encourage 
everyone who has an inter-

they are Gaelic speakers or 
not – to get involved and 
use the resources that are 
available through TàlantG 

from the idea stage onto the 
big screen.’

Isle of Skye teenagers join Dòl Eòin MacKinnon of Macanta for the launch of the sixth 
FilmG competition.

Short film competition 
officially up and running

TINTIN and Snowy - the 
boy and dog immortalised in 
Hergé’s comic books, are to 
make their debut in Gaelic at 
the Blas Festival.

An T-Eilean Dubh (The Dark 
Island), one of the best-known 
tales in the series, will be 
launched at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
in Sleat on September 7.

of upcoming Tintin comics 
in Gaelic and Scots, comes     
through a publishing collabora-
tion between ScotlandsMusic.
com/Taigh na Teud and Dalen, 
the Welsh language comic 
company. 

A spokesperson said: ‘We de-
cided to begin with The Black 
Island as it is such a Scottish 
themed Tintin. 

‘Taigh na Teud is producing it 
as An t-Eilean Dubh, translated 
by Gillebride Mac’Illemhaoil 
and in Scots by Susan Rennie 
- both great translators in the 
Tintin comic style.’

An ‘east’ launch of An 
T-Eilean Dubh at Eden Court 
theatre in Inverness will follow 
on September 14.

The Gaelic Books Council 
and Creative Scotland are fund-
ing the project. 

Tintin’s Gaelic debut

Tintin and Snowy: debut in Gaelic.

FOUNDING members of 
the Mull Youth Theatre 
directed and performed a 
darkly funny love story in 
Tobermory recently.

Kathryn Stevens, 17, and 
Lewis Macleod, 18, put on 

Blink at An Tobar, with the 
permission of playwright 
Phil Porter, following its 
successful premiere at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival 
in 2012.

The two young actors 

played a range of characters, 
bringing light and humour 
to dark and painful aspects 
of human nature. 

Their skilled performances 
told the story of a dysfunc-
tional love affair between 

Jonah and Sophie, exploring 
the mechanics of grief and 
the mysteries of identity. 

Amusing and shocking in 
turn, Blink gave its appre-
ciative audience an evening 
to ponder and to remember.

Kathryn Stevens and Lewis Macleod in Blink. Photgraph by Gordon John.

Blink gives audience something to remember

FORT William youngsters 
spent the last week of their 
summer holidays at a Peter 
Pan themed adventure club.

The Puddle Jumpers is a 
new activity club for four to 
12 year-olds, organised by 
Highlife Highland. 

Up to 30 children attended 
each day to build dens, 
make cakes and dress up, 

Morar beach.
Highlife Highland’s Lia 

Hunter said: ‘We’re really 
pleased with the response, 
it was really popular all 
week.’

Some of the youngsters are 
pictured dressed as pirates 

pirate ship cake.

Puddle Jumpers 
take on Peter Pan

Kundalini
Yoga Class

@ Fit4less By Energie 
Thursdays 7pm-8.30pm 
(Starting August 29th) 

£8/6
Free for Gym members
Suitable for beginners & 
advanced practitioners.

To Register: 01852 
300174 or max@
wigwamweb.co.uk

Fire Exit present

Long Live the 
Little Knife

Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern

Wed 28th August 8.00pm
Tickets £9/£6 Age 16+

01852 500746
cvh.artsevents@

gmail.com 

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.95

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details
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GETAWAYS
SECRET LIFE OF SEALS

A shepherd’s tale 
10 FORGOTTEN SPORTING TRIUMPHS

Why land reform matters

SAVING A DUMFRIES & 
GALLOWAY CASTLE

Fife yachts: the Ferarris of the sea
FLODDEN THE TRAGEDY OF THE 

NATION’S GREATEST DEFEAT
PLUS

CATTLE: The J A Cameron Cup 
Supreme Champion - Ardtornish 
Estate. The Presidents Cup-Most 
Points (open Classes) - Ardtornish 
Estate. The Fraser Carnoch Cup Most 
Points - small holders and registered 
crofters classes - Robert Wright. The 
Cooper MacDougall & Robertson 
Cup -Best animal in Beef Cattle Class 
- Ardtornish Estate. The C Walton Car-
noch Cup - Reserve Champion in Beef 
Cattle Classes - Robert Wright. The 
Glenborrodale  Perpetual Cup for best 
Cross Shorthorn Animal - Ardtornish 
Estate. The Edith Madden Cup - Best 
Calf at Show - Ardtornish Estate. The 
Alex Jackson Memorial Cup - Best 
Cow in Show-Dairy or Beef, in calf 
or in milk - Robert Wright. The John 
Raven Trophy - Best Highland Animal 
- Forestry Commission Scotland. The 
Laidlaw Cup - Best Spring born Calf 
- Ardtornish Estate. 

The Gowan Brae Cup - Best animal 
in Crofters’ Cattle Classes small 
holders and registered crofters classes 
- Robert Wright. The Laudale Trophy 
- Best Cow or Heifer any breed or cross 
small holders and registered crofters 
classes - Robert Wright.

SHEEP: The Hon Mrs Maclean of 
Ardgour Cup - Best Sheep at show 
bred by exhibitor - John Nudds. The 
Dunbeg Cup - Champion Male Open 
Blackface - Robbie MacDougall. Si-
mon Tongue Memorial Cup - Best any 
other breed sheep - Angus MacColl. 
The Peter Gatherer & Son Cup - Best 
Blackface Sheep - John Nudds. The 
D&J MacGillivray Cup - Best Female 
Blackface Sheep - John Nudds. The 
Forrest Challenge Cup - best Black-
face Ewe with Lamb bred by exhibitor 
- Knock Farm. The Woolgrowers Cup 
- Best Fleeced Blackface sheep at show 
- Jamie Maclean. The Alice Horsman 
Cup for Reserve Champion Blackface 
Sheep - Robbie MacDougall. The Al-
isdair M MacKenzie Cup - best black-
face aged ram - Robbie MacDougall. 
The Conaglen Trophy - Best Cheviot 
in show - Robbie MacDougall. The 
Ardery Rosebowl, presented by Mr 
A Ritchie for Best Female Blackface 
Sheep small holders and registered 
crofters classes - John Nudds. West 
Ardnamurchan Cup - Best Blackface 
Sheep small holders and registered 
crofters classes - John Nudds. Peter 
Gatherer Medal - Best Blackface 
Gimmer, small holders and registered 
crofters classes - John Nudds. The 

This Gold Seabright poulet from Robert MacDougall of 
Tobermory won the overall poultry championship at Sunart 

Show. The 18-month-old bird came first in her class at the Scotish 
National Championship at Lanark in January. 20_f33show01

Clydesdale Horse Section: Brood Mare: David MacPhail Jnr; 
Foal, Colt or Filly: Malcolm McFadyen; Filly, Colt or Gelding 
under 3 years: 1 Tom MacMillan; Yeld Mare or Gelding over 3 
years: 1 D MacPhail Snr; Horse in Harness: 1 Neil MacPhail; 
Champion Clydesdale – MacFadyen Trophy presented by 
Malcolm MacFadyen & special prize £20: Tom MacMillan; 
Reserve Champion – Pat McGinley Silver Salver & Special 
prize £15: Malcolm McFadyen; Cattle: Highland Cattle: Bull, 
any age: 1 S & M O’Hara; Cow in Calf or with Calf at foot:  1 T 
Groves; Three year old Heifer: 1 R D J H Strickland;Two Year 
Old Heifer: 1 J H Strickland; One year old Heifer: 1 Ormsary 
Farmers; Suckled Calf: 1T Groves;  Highland Cattle Champion: 
Challenge Cup and Special prize £40: Ormsary Farmers; 
Reserve Champion: Mrs Strickland Trophy & Special prize 
£20: J H Strickland, Cladich; Best Opposite Sex in Highland 
Cattle Section: Cnoc Fold Quaich: S & M O’Hara, Cnoc Lodge; 
Best Group of Three Special Prize £10: J H Strickland, Cladich.
Any other Breed of Cattle suitable for Breeding: Cow in Calf 
or in Milk: 1 D Anderson; Heifer in Calf: 1 D Anderson;  Open 
Champion: Dunamuck Cup and £40: D Anderson; Reserve 
Open Champion and Special Prize of £20: Bruce Dixon, Laggan 
Farms. Best Bullock Calf born after February 1, 2010: 1  J J 
& C McCallum; Best Heifer Calf born after February 1 2010: 
1 R Currie; Champion Cross Suckled Cald Achnaba Cup and 
£40: R Currie; Reserve Champion Cross Suckled Calf and 
Special Prize £20: J J & C MacCallum. Commercial Beef 
Cattle: Bullock, One year old and over: 1 Ormsary Farmers; 
Prime Animal Champion, Special prize £20: Ormsary Farmers; 
Reserve: Ormsary Farmers; Unhaltered & Naturally Shown: 
Cow in Calf or in Milk: 1 Ormsary Famers;  Cow with own Calf 
at foot: 1  D Anderson; Heifer in Calf: 1 Bruce Dixon; Heifer, 
Yeild suitable for Breeding: 1  Ormsary Farmers; Heifer Calf 
suitable for Breeding: Poltalloch Cup: 1 Ormsary Farmers; 
Bullock Calf: 1 Iain Malcolm; Heifer Calf for Beef: 1 Iain 
Malcolm; Bullock Calf Native Sire: 1 D Anderson;  Heifer Calf 
Native Sire: 1 I Malcom; Naturally Shown Champion and £50 : I 
Malcolm; Naturally Shown Reserve 2 & £30: Ormsary Farmers; 
Best Crossbred Animal for Breeding, Crear Quaich: Ormsary 
Farmers; Best Animal in Commercial Beef, SAI Commercial 
Beef Championship Trophy: R Currie; Interbreed Beef Cattle 

Champion: D Anderson; Open Beef Champion, MAAS Perpetual 
Challenge Trophy & £35: R Currie; Reserve Champion: J J & C 
MacCallum; Best Homebred Beef Animal, Drimdrishaig Cup: 
R Currie; Best Team of Three Breeding Animals, Uigle Cup: J 
H Strickland; Bull or Cow and Two of its Offspring, Progeny 
Cup: Ormsary Farmers.

Sheep: Blackface Sheep: Ram, Two years old and over (open): 

Shaw; Shearling Ram (open): 1  J Jackson & Son; Ram Lamb 

in milk, 3 years old and upwards: 1 J Cockburn; Ewe, in Milk, 
3 years old and upwards(open): 1 J & J Jackson; Ewe, in milk, 

1 D Shaw; Ewe Lamb(open): 1 J & J Jackson; Ewe with own 
Lamb or Lambs at Foot(open): 1 Messrs MacArthur;  Ewe 
with OwnLamb/Lambs at Foot: Fay MacDairmid Cup: Messrs 

Ewe Lamb: Knock Quaich: R & I Shaw; Open Group Champion: 

Champion(Mid Argyll Area), Ormsary Trophy and Special Prize 
£40: R & I Shaw; Reserve Champion and Special Prize £20: J 

Special Prize of £20: J & J Jackson; Best Blackface Sheep Bred 
by Exhibitor: Coulinlongart Cup: Messrs MacArthur; Overall 
Blackface Sheep Championship Challenge Cup & Special 
Prize £40: J & J Jackson; Reserve Perpetual Cup and Special 
Prize£20: Messrs MacArthur; Blackface Sheep Opposite Sex 
to Champion: Silver Cup: Messrs MacArthur; Best Blackface 
Male Championship: Alexander MacBrayne Cup: J & J Jackson; 
Best Blackface Female Championship: Society Challenge Cup: 
Messrs MacArthur. Suffolk Sheep:  Ewe (open): 1 J McDonald; 
Gimmer(open): 1 T Cameron; Ewe Lamb (open): 1 J McDonald; 
Champion Suffolk (open) Perpetual Trophy and Special prize 
£40: J MacDonald; Reserve Champion (open): T Cameron. Texel 
Sheep: Ram, one year and over (open): 1 J Pirrie; Ram, one year 

Champion Texel (open): Perpetual Trophy and Special prize£40: 
R Colville; Reserve Champion (open): D Anderson; Champion 

Faced Leicester Sheep (open): Ram, one year and over: 1  J & 
M Turner; Ram Lamb: 1 J & M Turner; Ewe: 1 J & M Turner; 
Gimmer: 1 J & M Turner; Ewe Lamb: 1 P Grumoli; Champion 
Blue Faced Leicester Sheep (open): Perpetual Trophy and Special 
prize £40: J & M Turner; Reserve Champion (open) & Special 
prize £20: J & M Turner; Any other Pure Breed (open): Ram one 
year and over: 1 G Parkhouse; Ram Lamb: 1 G Parkhouse; Ewe: 
1 R Smith; Gimmer: 1 G Parkhouse; Ewe Lamb: 1 R Smith; 
Champion any other Pure Breeds: Perpetual Trophy and Special 
prize £40: G Parkhouse; Reserve Champion & Special prize: 
G Parkhouse. Cross Bred Sheep (open): Ewe in Milk(open): 1 

Anderson; Cross Bred Sheep Champion: Perpetual Trophy and 
Special prize £40: J & M Turner, Kildalliog; Reserve Champion: 
J & M Turner.

Rare and Minority Breeds (open): Ram, one year and over: 1 S 
McCallum & Sons; Ram Lamb: 1 S MacCallum & Sons; Ewe: 1 
M & C Ralston; Gimmer: 1 M & C Ralston; Ewe Lamb: 1 M & 
C Ralston; Champion Rare and Minority Breeds: Clochkeil Cup 
and Special prize £40: M & C  Ralston; Reserve Champion: S 
MacCallum & Sons.

Prime Lambs (open): Single Prime Lamb:1 R Smith; Three 
Prime Lambs off Texel Sire: 1 D H McKendrick; Three Prime 
Lambs off any other Sire: 1 D McKendrick; Champion: D 
McKendrick; Reserve Champion: Ormsary Farmers; Champion 

Scotland Cup: J & M Turner;  All Sheep: Overall Champion 
(Goes forward to Supreme Championship): Barbreck Cup and 
Special prize £35 United Auctions: R Smith; Sheep other than 
Blackface(open): Achnaba Cup: R & I Shaw.

Poultry Section: Large Fowl, Heavy Breed, Male: 1 Finlay 
Ferguson; Large Fowl Heavy Breed, Female: 1 F Ferguson; 
Large Fowl, Light Breed, Male: 1 Stuart Campbell; Large Fowl, 
Light Breed, Female: 1Andrew Woolstencroft; Bantam Heavy 
Breed, Male: 1 Donald Ferguson; Bantam Heavy Breed, Female: 
1 Donald Ferguson; Bantam Light Breed, Male: 1 MacTavish & 
Jenkins; Bantam Light Breed, Female: 1 MacTavish & Jenkins; 
Ture Bantam, any Variety: 1 Andrew Woolstencroft;  Waterfowl, 
any variety, Drake: 1 R Blackwell; Waterfowl, any variety, 
Duck: 1 R Blackwell; Dixon Cup: Andrew Woolstencroft; 
Reserve Champion ACHA Cup: Finlay ferguson; Specials : R 
Blackwell.

Maximum Points in Sheep and Cattle: Grassick Cup: D 

Cup: C Ferguson, Balliemore; Reserve Wilma Weir Cup: 
Ormsary Farmers. Supreme Champion of Show: Logan 
Richmond Cup: J & J Jackson, Pole Farm, Lochgoilhead; 
Reserve Supreme Champion: Tom McMillan, Bute.

Dog Section: Most Attractive Puppy under 12 months: 1 
Jane Mullholland and Dora; Dog in best Condition: 1Nicola 
MacArthur and Fly; Dog and Handler most alike:1 Angus 
Bevan and Pike; Dog with the waggiest tail: 1 Flint Phoenix 
– Barratt and Buddy; Best Veteran Dog (7years and over): K 
Drynan and Bly; Best Child Handler: 1 K Drynan and Bly; 
Oldest Dog and Handler(combined age): 1 Mrs Malcolm and 
Finn; Best Dressed Dog: Owner Robert Kilgour, Handler L 

Lemmon and Bonnie; The Kilmartin Hotel Cup: Angus Bevan; 
Any Variety Puppy(6-12 months): 1Kate Forsythe and Wee 
Honey ; Any Variety Gundog: 1 Fiona Dawson and Moss; Any 
Variety Terrier: 1 Nathan Bradley and Ariel; Any Variety Toy 
or Utility: 1 Millie Gargan and Poppy;  Any Variety Hound or 
Working:1 Charlie Prockter and Morag; Any Variety Pastoral: 
1 Catherine Ralston and Bracken;  Flauden Cup: Best Pedigree 
Dog:  Charlie proctor and Morag; Conic Trophy: Best Gun Dog: 
Fiona Dawson and Moss.

Walking Sticks and Crooks: Shepherds Crook: Horn Head: 
1 J MacLarty; Shepherd Crook Hazel: One Piece: J MacLarty; 
Walking Stick: Horn: 1 J MacLarty; Walking Stick: Hazel:1 J 
McLarty; Ornamental Stick: 1 1 A MacNair, 2 J MacLarty; Park 
Championship Cup and MAAS Cup: J MacLarty.

Home Industries: Baking Section:Cherry Cake: 1 F 
MacNicol; Empire Biscuits: 1 A Wilson; Swiss Roll: 1 F 

1 S Doy; Fruit Slice: 1 S Rodgers; Fruit Cake: 1 R Smith; 
Shortbread: 1 M Laird; Coconut Ice: 1 D MacMahon; Rocky 
Road: 1 S Rodgers; Clootie Dumpling: 2 F MacNicol; Soda 
Bread: 1 S Rodgers; Men only Victoria Sponge: 1 S Doy.Dairy 
Products and Preserves:  Hen’s Eggs: 1 J Ferguson;  Duck’s 
Eggs: 1 J MacLarty; Mixed fruit Jam: 1 A Mclellan; Lime 
Marmalade: 1 S Rodgers; Veg Quiche: 1 R Smith; Fish Pate: 1 
L MacLaren; Choc Eclairs: 1 R Smith; Hummous: 1 S Rodgers.
Flowers: Vase of Sweet Peas: 2 H MacKenzie/C Smith; Vase 
of 3 Dahlias: 1 D MacDougall;Vase of  3 Pom Pom Dahlias: 1 
H MacKenzie; 6 Pansies on a Board: 1 C Smith; 3 Gladioli: 2 
H MacKenzie Exhibit of Cut Flowers: 1 H MacKenzie; Indoor 
Pot Plant in Flower: 1 C Smith; Indoor Pot Plant Foliage: 1 H 
MacKenzie; Lady’s Spray: 1 J Kelly; Gentleman’s Buttonhole: 
1 D MacMahon; Royal Christening Arrangement: 1 J Kelly; 
Decoration in an Egg Cup: 1 D MacMahon; Display in a Welly: 
1 C Smith; Display using Greenery: 1 C Smith; Hanging Basket: 
1 C Smith. Handcrafts:Shawl: 1 L Crawford; Crochet Hat: 1 D 
MacMahon; Applique Item: 1 D MacMahon; Bag from Recycled 
Clothes: 1 D MacMahon; Handmade Necklace: 1 P Airlie; Photo 
Black and White: 1 C Macleod; Decorated Church Candle: 1 C 
Charlwood; Photo with Caption: 1 M Allan; Celebration Card: 
1 D Linstead. Children’s Section: Jelly Fish: 1 C MacKinnon; 
2 Decorated Krispie Cake: 1 R MacCallum; Flower from 
my Ga5rden Today: 1 Z Prentice; Dinner on Paper Plate: 1 T 
Maxwell; Vehicle from Recycled Materials: 1 S Doy; Individual 

H Black; Farm Animal on a Paper Plate: 1 Baddens Nursery; 
Birthday Card: 1 C MacCallum. Vegetable Section: Three 

M Allan; Three tomatoes: 1 A Maclellan;  Three onions: 1 H 
MacKenzie; Carrots Stumpy: 1 H MacKenzie; Carrots Long: 1 

H MacKenzie; Three coloured potatoes: 1 Kilmartin Primary; 
Three white potatoes: 1 A MacLellan; One Lettuce: 1 C Smith; 
One Cucumber: 1 H MacKenzie;  3 Courgettes: 1 M Allan; 
Vegetable Selection: 1 H MacKenzie; Salad selection: 1 H 
MacKenzie; Children only: Cress 1 M Campbell; Vegetable 
Train: 1 H Helbert.  Horses and Ponies: Shetland Ponies in 
Hand: Fiona Limbert and Jake; Champion: Fiona Limbert and 
Jake; Reserve:Laura Campbell and Tweedside Tinto; Large 
Mountain and Morrland Ponies in Hand: 1 Bethan Lemmon 
and Dafydd;Small Mountain & Moorland Ponies in Hand: Beth 
McEachran and Silver; Garth Memorial Cup: Bethan Lemmon;  
Over four years old, in hand:1 Nicky Gray-Stephens and 
Eilidh Bhan of Auchendarroch; Filly, Colt or Gelding: 1, 2 or 
3 years old: Yvonne Crawford and Lady Sheila of Rhubodach; 
Attichuan Cup: Nicky Gray-Stephens; Riding Ponies under 
Saddle Not exceeding 128cms: 1 Emily Armitage and Iorsa 
Chantilly Lace; Lead rein: 1 Georgia Foster and Loui; Over 
128cms not exceeding 138cms: 1 Jadie Baillie and Breagh 
The Senator; Over 153mms: 1  Fabienne Renfrew and Mystic 
Harlequin; Over 143cms not exceeding 153cms: 1 Louise Smillie 
and Bennie; Championship: Volvo Tankard:  Loise Smillie and 
Bennie; Reserve: Sarah Bateman and Kangaroo Jack; Brood 
Mare in Foal or With Own Foal at Foot: Sue Clayton and Jade 
with Prada; Ridden Veteran Horse/Pony: 1  Christina Ferguson 
and Bea; Ridden Coloured Horse or Pony: 1 Aimee Johnston 
and Puzzle of Glendhu; Over 143cms not exceeding 153cms: 
1 Aimee Johnston and Puzzle of Glendhu; Over 153cms: 1 
Christina Ferguson, Bea; Over 138cms not exceeding 148cms: 1 
Janey Van-Stone, ILPH Follie; Under 138cms: 1 Rebecca Foster, 
Rattie; Championship: O-Fish-Shell Cup: Jenny Van-Stone, 
Honey Bee; Reserve: Rebbeca Foster, Rattie; Mounted Fancy 
Dress – Funniest: Daltote Children; Most Topical: Nicole Farrell; 
Most Picturesque: Willow Ryan; Pony128cms and under lead 
rein: 1 Lauren Johnson and Tweedside Tonto; Show Jumping: 
128cms not exceeding 138cms: 1 Freya Urquhart; over 128cm 
not exceeding 138cm: 1= Beth Quarter Buncall and Baronsway 
Lad and Jodie Baillie and Baronsway Lad; Open pony: 148cm or 
under: 1 Molly Wilson and Checo; over 138cm and not exceeding 
148cm: 1 Beth Quarter Buncall and Barnie;Horse over 148cm: 
Kathryn Henderson; Gymkhana: Lead rein: 1 Lauren and 
Tonto; Riders 12 years and under: 1 Kirsty and Honeybee; 
Riders 13 – 16 years: 1 Beth Quarter Buncall and Boronsway 

Christina Ferguson and Bea; Reserve: Nicky Gray-Stephen and 
Eilidh Bhan; Overall Championsip: Shell and BP Farm Services 
Championship Cup: Christina Ferguson and Bea; Reserve: 
Nicky Gray-Stephen and Eilidh Bhan. MAAS: Milk Challenge: 
Male: Murray McNaughton; Female: Alisa McCrae; Junior: 
Yasmine; Overall Winner: Murray McNaughton.

HEAVY downpours may not 
have provided ideal conditions, 
but Killin Agricultural Show 
still enjoyed good crowds and a 
host of worthy winners.

Committee member Charlie 
Grant said: ‘The show was good.  
The turnout was quite good 
considering the weather forecast 
was dreadful.  Yes, they were 
down in previous years but it 
was still a good day.’

As usual, the show featured a 
mix of stock judging, family at-
tractions and fun games. A new 
scary scarecrow competition 
helped set the mood on Friday 
night, before Saturday’s show 
got into full swing.

It was little surprise, however, 
when competitive spirit took 
over and the kids’ tug-o-war 
was soon boosted by a couple of 
overly-eager adults.

Charlie said: ‘I wondered why 
one team won so easily and I 
saw a couple of adults sneaked 

Piping: Senior Piping Piobaireachd: 1 
Greig Canning; 2 William Geddes; 3 
Cameron Drummond; 4 Gordon Mc-
Creadie. March: 1Craig Mui head; 2
Cameron Drummond; 3 Steven Wat-
terstone; 4 Greig Canning. Strathspey 
and Reel: 1 Craig Muirhead; 2 Gordon 
McCreadie; 3 Cameron Drummond; 
4 Greig Canning. Jig: 1 Matthew 
Wilson; 2 Gordon McCready; 3 
Roddy Weir; 4 Cameron Drummond. 
Games Champion: Craig Muirhead 18 
and Under: March: 1 Harry McLach-
lan; 2 Lucy Ferguson; 3 Andrew 
Clark; 4 Rebecca Tierney. Strathspey 
and Reel: 1 Harry McLachlan; 2 
Andrew Clark; 3 Lucy Ferguson; 4 
Rebecca Tierney. Jig: 1 Andrew Clark; 
2 Harry McLachlan; 3 Lucy Ferguson; 
4 Andrew Broadlie. 18 and Under 
Champion: Harry McLachlan 14-18 
Piobaireachd: 1 Rebecca Tierney; 2 
Harry McLachlan; 3 Lucy Ferguson; 
4 Robbie McIsaac. Pat Sandeman Tro-
phy: Rebecca Tierney. 14 and Under: 
March: 1 Robbie McIsaac; 2 James 
Miller; 3 Harry MacLennan. Strath-
spey and Reel: 1 Robbie McIsaac; 2 
James Miller; 3 Harry MacLennan. 
Jig: 1 Harry MacLennan; 2 James 
Miller; 3 Robbie McIsaac. Nancy 
Munro Shield: Robbie McIsaac. 

Dancing 

Triubhas: 1 Rachel Adam (Invergow-
rie) 2 Catriona Gammons (Crianlarich) 
3 Yvonne Kennedy (Aberfeldy). Reel: 
1 Rachel Adam; 2 Catriona Gammons; 
3 Yvonne Kennedy. Overall: Rachel 
Adam. Senior: S/Triubhas: 1 Lyndsay 
Douglas (Birnam); 2 Katrina Kennedy 
(Aberfeldy); 3 Gemma Chisholm 
(Calvine). Reel: 1 Lyndsay Douglas; 
2 Katrina Kennedy; 3 Gemma 
Chisholm. Overall: Lyndsay Douglas. 
Best Dressed: Rachel Adam. Open: 
U12: Highland Fling: 1 Meghan 
Moy (Dumbarton); 2 Catriona Gam-
mons (Crianlarich); 3 Ellie Mackey 
(PA). S/Triubhas: 1 Ellie Mackey; 2 
Catriona Gammons; 3 Meghan Moy.  
Flora MacDonald’s Fancy: 1 Catriona 
Gammons; 2 Meghan Moy; 3 Alanna 
McElwee.  Scottish Lilt: 1 Alanna 
McElwee; 2 Zoe Colraine; 3 Meghan 
Moy. 12 and U14: Highland Fling: 
1 Bronwyn Laurie (East Calder); 2 
Olivia Blennie (Stirling); 3 Kirstin 

Kirstin Mitchelson; 2 Olivia Blennie; 
3 Holly Shearer.  Barracks Johnny: 1 
Olivia Blennie; 2 Kirstin Mitchelson; 3 

Laudale Trophy - Best Blackface 
Sheep bred by  exhibitor small holders 
and registered crofters classes - John 
Nudds. The Alan MacLachlan Memo-
rial Quaich for Best Shearling lamb, 
small holders and registered crofters 
classes - John Nudds.

PRODUCE & BAKING: The Presi-
dents Cup + £10 Most Points - Sam 
Wilding and Marie Macdonald. The 
Mrs Colin Palmer Prize for Runner-up 
- Anne Macpherson. £10 Prize Best 
Cloutie Dumpling - Marie Macdonald. 
£5 Prize for Flower Class - Anne 
Macpherson. The Marjorie Jones 
Cup for Best Knitted Garment - Jane 
Collins. The Harry Gill Cup - Best 
Cromag - Sam Stevens. The Sunart 
Cup - Best Junior Baking - Hamish 
Kennedy. Craig Stuart Trophy - Best 
Junior Crafts - Hamish Kennedy. 
High School Baking Trophy - Vaila 
Kennedy.

POULTRY: Finlayson Cup - Poultry 
Champion - Robert Macdougall. The 
Mrs John Dewar Prize - Best Cockerel 
- Robert Macdougall. £5 - Best Heavy 
Breed - Ewan MacDonald. £5 - Best 
Light Breed - Ewan MacDonald. £5 
- Best Bantam - Robert Macdougall.

DOGS: Terriers -The Ellison Trophy 
- tba. Collies, Best collie (dog) - Ina 
Stewart.

HORSE SHOW (August 3): Young 
handlers 5-8 years - Katie Cameron, 
Jimbob. Young handlers 9-12 years 
- Emma MacDougall, Yogi Bear. 
Young handlers 13-16 years, Shanine 
Gallagher, Tygelli Princess. In hand 
pony < 128cm - Alex Fergusson, 
Landswood Diamond Trader. In hand 
pony < 148 cm - Megan MacPherson, 
Ruffy. In hand horse > 148 cm - Amber 
Cameron, Shelly. In hand mountain & 
moorland - Amanda Fergusson, Fred. 
Overall champion in hand - Amanda 
Fergusson, Fred. Open ridden horse or 
pony 16 years & over  - Amber 
Cameron, Shelly. Lead rein 9 years 
& under - Megan Hart, Tyyford 
Jamis. Ridden registered mountain 
& moorland - Kirsty Mann, Ruby of 
Sunnyneak. Ridden horse of pony 
rider age 9-15 - Eva McMenemy, 
Hetti. Overall ridden champion - Eva 
McMenemy, Hetti. Reserve champion 
- Shona MacGillvray. Pony club pony 
riders under 9 on lead rein - Megan 
Hart. Pony club riders under 10 years 
- Alex Fergusson. Pony club pony 
11-16 years - Emma MacDougall, Yogi 
Bear.

Mid Argyll Show results

Sunart and District 
Agricultural Show

BUMPER crowds cheered along 
this year’s Killin Highland 
Games, which proved to be a 
spectacular affair, with Lorne 
Colthart proving his mettle in 
an astonishing heavy events 
competition.

The 21-year-old from Blair 
Atholl amply demonstrated his 
growing potential with a series 

-

events and taking podium places 
in six others.

His performances certainly 
wowed the crowds and impressed 
Games organiser, Charlie Grant.

‘He certainly showed everyone 
Games organiser Charlie Grant, left, with Chieftain, Cameron 

Taylor. Photo by The Studio, Killin.

This year’s Games hill race received a bumper entry. Photo by The Studio, Killin.

what he can do,’ said Charlie. 
‘He was out for a big win and he 
certainly got it.’

Lorne won the 28b weight for 
distance, 16lb hammer, 16lb 
ball, 16lb hammer and the 16lb 
shot putt this year, across the 

nearest competitor in terms of 
overall wins was Bruce Robb 
with four wins, but this was only 
in the open section. 

Charlie said this year’s Games 
- opened by Chieftain Cameron 
Taylor - was one of the best.

‘The weather for the games 
started off drizzly, but it cleared 
at about 11.30am and by 1pm it 
was beautiful.  

‘Crowds were up on most 
years - it certainly was one of 
the biggest we’ve put on. There’s 
no doubt about it, the weather 
helped.’

The event even attracted a host 
of new international followers.

‘We have had letters from 
people in Canada and Australia 
saying they’ll be back next year. 
They said it was great and one 
of them said they were coming 

as they’d seen nothing like it. It’s 
great for the show,’ said Charlie.

Bronwyn Laurie. Jig: 1 Olivia Blennie; 
2 Holly Shearer; 3 Bronwyn Laurie.  14 
and U17: Highland Fling: 1 Lucy Rice 
(Stirling); 2 Kirstie Mackie (Forfar); 3 
Paula Sloss (Balloch). S/Triubhas: 1 
Lucy Rice; 2 Isla Mitchelson; 3 Paula 
Sloss. Hielan’ Laddie: 1 Lucy Rice; 
2 Isla Mitchelson; 3 Kirstie Mackie. 
Hornpipe: 1 Lucy Rice; 2 Isla Mitch-
elson; 3 Veronica Duthie. Adults: 
Highland Fling: 1 Fiona Lee (Vancou-
ver); 2 Heather Cameron (Stirling); 
3 Siobhan Young (Kilbirnie). Reel: 
1 Heather Cameron; 2 Fiona Lee; 3 
Maty Ennis. Hornpipe: 1 Fiona Lee; 2 
Heather Cameron; 3 Stephanie Duthie. 
Jig: 1 Stephanie Duthie; 2 Fiona Lee; 
3 Heather Cameron.  Overall Trophy 
Winners: U12 Catriona Gammons; 
12 and U14 Olivia Blennie; 14 and U17 
Lucy Rice; Adults Fiona Lee; Overall 
Lucy Rice. 

Hill Race 
Gents: 1 Colin Donnelly (Loch-

aber) 22.28; 2 Craig Harvey (Squadra 
Porcini - Callander) 22.31; 3 Stephen 
Rawlinson (Lochtayside) 23.51. La-
dies: 1 Kim Fredgall (Valley Striders) 
30.09; 2 Sheila Johnson 36.02; 3 Nancy 
Kennedy (Lochaber) 39.02. Juniors: 
1 Callum Campbell 14.37; 2 Dylan 
Lindores 18.55. 

Field Events 

1 Lorne Colthart 52’ 2”; 2 Stuart An-
derson 39’; 3 David Colthart (jnr) 38’ 
7”. 28lb Weight for Distance: 1 Lorne 
Colthart 72’ 10”; 2 Stuart Anderson 67’ 
9”; 3 Pete Hart 55’ 8”. 16lb Hammer: 1 
Lorne Colthart 126’; 2 David Colthart 
(jnr) 109’ 9”; 3 Stuart Anderson 109’ 
8”. Caber: 1 Stuart Anderson; 2 Lorne 
Colthart; 3 David Colthart (jnr).  Open: 
16lb Ball: 1 Lorne Colthart 49’ 10”; 2 
Eddy Cardol 49’ 7”; 3 Bruce Robb 48’ 
2”. 22lb Ball: 1 Eddy Cardon 41’ 10”; 
2= Lorne Colthart 40’ 7”; 2= Bruce 
Robb 40’ 7”. 28lb Weight for distance: 
1 Bruce Robb 78’ 1”; 2 Sinclair Pa-
tience 76’ 3”; 3 Lorne Colthart 75’ 2”.
16lb Hammer: 1 Lorne Colthart 125’ 
6”; 2 Sinclair Patience 117’ 6”; 3 Bruce 
Robb 116’ 10”. 22lb Hammer: 1= 
Bruce Robb 101’ 7”’ 1= Lorne Colthart 
101’ 7”; 3 Sinclair Patience 101’ 5”.
Caber: 1 Neil Elliott; 2 Bruce Robb; 
3 Lorne Colthart. 56lb Weight for 
Height: 1 Bruce Robb 16’6”; 2 Eddy 
Cardol 16’; 3 Jason Young. 56lb 
Weight for Distance: 1 Bruce Robb 38’ 
5”; 2 Sinclair Patience 35’3”; 3 Lorne 
Colthart 33’ 8”.

in there. I jumped in the other 
side and pulled them back. My 
team won!’

The now legendary Triple 
Challenge was really testing for 
the competitors, with wheelbar-

rows - carting a hay bale and 
a team member - then the pie 

downing of a can of suitable 
refreshment. 

Unfortunately conditions did 
not hold up and, for safety, the 
competition was abandoned with 
the Macaskill team narrowly in 
the lead.

Douglas Willison, who has 
retired as the convenor of the 
wool tent, was presented with a 
token of the show’s appreciation 
for his 20 years service.

Comrie Pipe Band led a parade 
from the Falls of Dochart at 
12.30pm, followed by vintage 
tractors, go-karts and fancy 
dress entrants.

Full Steameahead played out 
the event with a ceilidh in the 
marquee in the evening.

Show results: Blackface Cham-
pion: Ram, Glenample, Lochearnhead 
shown by Colin Little. Reserve, ewe 
lamb, Messrs MacLarty Glentarken, 
St. Fillans, whose stock also featured 

top in many of the other classes. 
Cross Sheep Champion: Texel Cross 

Gimmer, Shenlarich, Peter McDairmid 
- three wins a row. Reserve: Scotch 
mule ewe lamb, Peter Reilly, Tul-
lochmhor Balquhidder. Wool Board 
Fleece Champion: Meggernie Estate, 
Glen Lyon. 

Cattle Champion: Lomousine Cross 
Heifer, McDairmid Bros, Ben Lawers 
Farm. Reserve: Heifer, Robert Waugh 
of Croftintygan Farm.

Handcraft: Adel Melia. Baking: 
Elizabeth Woods. Floral: Ian Hunter. 
Produce: Ellen Stewart. Vegetables: 
Sue Manning. Home Craft: Ann 
Watson. Floral Art: Jenny Huntley.

Photography: Sue Wylie and M. 
Paterson; WRI Salver Killin, Boys: 
jointly  Donald McDairmid and Aaron 
Hibbert. Girls: Alica Taylor, Tessa 
MacDairmid and Becca Noble.

Scarecrow competition: Stewart 
Family. Special prizes, The Falls of 
Dochart Retirement Home and Killin 
Nursery.  Fancy Dress: Killin Drama 
Club. Bonny Baby: Amber.

Go Kart, design: The Nobles, Team 
Landrover. Go-kart manoeuvrability: 
The Flintstones.

Preserved Vintage Tractor: DB 780 
from Stuart Christie, Auchlyne.

Agricultural show still a hit 
despite inclement weather

Crowds flock            
to Killin       
Highland 
Games

Despite the weather, there was a good entry into the livestock 
competitions at this year’s show. Photo by The Studio, Killin.

Heavy downpours didn’t put 
off the Highland Dancers 

performing at this year’s show. 
Photo by The Studio, Killin.

Killin Agricultural Show’s Go-Kart competitions were fun for all 
the family. Photo by The Studio, Killin.

See next week’s Oban Times   
for Appin Show results
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Groceries, Newspapers, Post Office, 
Sandwiches, Alcoholic Drinks Licence, 

Hot drinks, Trinkets & Nic-Naks

Opening hours
Mon 9am-1pm     Tues-Sat 9am-5.30pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Isle of Luing Store 
& Post Office

Lord of the Isles
Bar and Seafood Bistro

Stunning views across 
the Marina towards the 

Corryvreckan
B&B Accommodation 

available
Includes the village

Shop

The Lord of the Isles, Craobh Haven, Argyll, PA31 8UA
Tel: 01852 500658  Email us: lotinews@aol.com

Our popular wildlife trips depart from Easdale, 
a beautiful conservation village only 16 miles 

from Oban, close to the best hotspots 
for wildlife and the infamous 

Corryvreckan Whirlpool. Porpoise, 
Dolphins, Whales, Eagles, 
Seals, Otter, Seabirds and Deer.

Take a relaxed day trip to Iona 
and Staffa. Visit the famous 

Abbey, follow in the footsteps of 
Columba, see Fingal’s cave.

‘WHIRLPOOL SPEC
IA

L’
TR

IP
S

CORRYVRECKAN WILDLI
FE

TR
IP

S

EASDALE HARBOUR, OBAN
Telephone booking essential - 01852 300003

www.seafari.co.uk

Take the A816 South from Oban or 
North from Lochgilphead. Follow the 
brown signs to Easdale (B844) over the 
famous ‘Atlantic Bridge’ on to the Isle of 
Seil. Postcode PA34 4TB

1

2

3

456

78

91011

BOTH ON-SHORE and off-shore 
the area south of Oban really is 
worth a visit.
From cruises to country bike 
rides this region provides a 
superb backdrop for a family 
weekend or even a quiet retreat.
Cruises are available, going to 
whirlpools and the islands, while 
those looking for a more chal-
lenging adventure can try their 
hand at diving and fishing.
Seafari adventures and Farsain 
Cruises offer visits to the world’s 
third largest whirlpool, the Cor-
ryvreckan, with the opportunity 
to see various types of wildlife 
including bottlenose dolphins, 
minke whales, porpoises and 
eagles.
And nearby Craobh Watersports 
is growing in reputation for its 
sea-based activities, including 
sailing and fishing.
For those who prefer a land 
bound trek, Lunga Estate is 
home to the only ranch style 
stables in Scotland, offering 
a unique western trail riding 
experience.
The Isle Of Luing is only six 
miles long by two miles wide so 
it makes a great day that all ages 
can enjoy. Be sure to explore the 
beautiful island’s scenery and 
spectacular views by bike. 
The island may be small but 
there are still places to stop such 
as Luing Stores and Post Office 
where you can pick up a snack 

or gift.
If you don’t want to venture into 
the town centre of Oban after a 
day in the south of the area then 
Knipoch Hotel provides a place 
to stay.
Nestling beside Loch Feochan 
the four-star country house hotel 
is privately owned by three gen-
erations of the Craig family.
If the weather isn’t the best then 
there is still plenty to do. At 
Highland Arts, Seil visitors can 
view the creative works of the 
late CJ Taylor, poet, artist, and 
composer who worked around 
the world and painted portraits 
of many world leaders.
The Tigh an Truish - or ‘House 
of the Trousers - is a restaurant 
and bar on Seil and offers a 
fascinating history and a warm 
welcome.
And for those visiting Craobh 
Haven, famous for its beautifully 
situated marina, it is well worth 
looking in on the Lord of the Isles 
pub and restaurant, well known 
for its great food and stunning 
setting.
The Crafty Kitchen tearoom and 
restaurant in Ardfern is a must 
visit if you are exploring the 
Craignish peninsula, whether 
you are taken with the delicious 
home baking or the lovely gifts.
Whatever you choose to do dur-
ing your visit to this scenic part 
of the world, you can be sure it 
will be a day to remember.

S P O T L I G H TSouth of Oban

Sea.fari 
Adventures 3
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TO LET

To Let 
IN TARBERT

Desireable location
 2 Bedroom, detached, traditional 
cottage: new carpets / decorated 
throughout. Unfurnished Electric 

heating / open fireplace. Secluded 
garden with sunny aspect.

References required.
Private registered landlord

Further enquiries - 
tel: 01880 820583
email: baravalla@

stonefieldfarm.co.uk

CENTRAL OBAN.
Long term let, 

large detached 3 
bedroom house 

either furnished or 
unfurnished.

£725.00 per month, plus  
Council tax & Utilities. 
References required. 

Non smokers.
For further viewing contact 

linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk  
01631 562317

Grazing for Sheep 
available to rent.
I can check stock 

daily, Dunmore area, 
Tarbert.  

Phone for details.  
01880 821455

FARMING

WANTED
Landrover Defenders 

from 1990 – 2012
 All Japanese pickups 2 or 4 WD

Toyota, Landcruisers, Hilux,
Mot’d or not

All models required
Contact James 07500603068

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

Wednesday 28 August, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full Online Bidding Available
All types of plant, machinery, agri -equipment, 
vehicles,  HGV’s,  tools, cabins trailers,  and  
equipment Entered. Entries already include:  
Direct from the liquidator - Large selection of 
catering and Kitchen equipment. Also many 
tractors and mini diggers from Local Councils 
and  usual selection of modern contractors plant
call 01821 642940 or see website for details

West Coast
property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

AUCTION

STUNNING BUILDING PLOT WITH FULL PLANNING 
CONSENT FOR A SUBSTANTIAL DETACHED HOUSE

For sale by public auction
Wednesday 4 September – 2pm

Guide price £120,000+
Contact for more information

Network Auctions – 0207 871 0420
www.networkauctions.co.uk

P RO P E RT Y

P RO P E RT Y

FOR THE second year in a row a 
Lochgilphead woman and her prize 
winning horse have been named the 

Mid Argyll Show. 
Christina Ferguson and her 18-

year-old horse Bea were once again 
given the prestigious title after 

the sheep, cattle, poultry and dog 
classes.

The mixed weather at the 116th 
annual show did not stop farmers 
turning out in force with their 
animals, which left judges impressed 
with the standard of entries.  

In the open section a Blackface 
one year-old shearling sheep, 
owned by David Jackson of Pole 
Farm in Lochgoilhead was named 
supreme champion. It was a cross 
type Blue Faced Leicester tup lamb 

from J and M Turner Kildalloig 
Farm, Campbeltown won reserve 
open champion. Ormsary farmers 

champion with a Highland cattle 
yearling heifer, whilst the open 
cattle champion was Robert Currie’s 
Limousin crossed calf named 
Sunday Girl, from Lowdunashery 
Farm, Tayinloan. Judges of the dog 
classes were kept busy throughout 

the day with more than 100 owners 
turning up with their pooches. 

Whilst the animals took centre 
stage there was plenty for families 
to see and do with fair ground 
rides, pets corner, tree climbing, 
gymnastics performances and the 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band all keeping 
the crowd entertained. 

 See page 14 for Mid Argyll Show 
results.

Christina and Bea make it two 
in a row at Mid Argyll Show

Mid Argyll Show confined cattle champion was a Highland yearling heifer from 
Ormsary Farmers that was fathered by Callum of Goldenberry and was mothered 
by Susan the 17th of Ormsary. She also won her class at the Lorn Show earlier this 
month.  06_a33show08

UNITED Auctions sold 4,802 lambs at 
their Annual Tiree Lamb Sale, held at 
Tiree Auction Mart, where lambs were 
generally shown in good bloom although 

average weight being 33.68kilos against 
34kilos at last year’s sale.  

The sale average was £58.29 per head 
or 173.06 per kilo against £58.72 per 
head or 172.7 per kilo last year.  Lambs 
sold to a top price of £84 per head for 
Suffolk Crosses from 6 Barrapol and to 
220pence per kilo for a pen of Beltex 
Crosses from Heylipol Farm.  

Again, and in common with last year’s 
trend, Suffolk Cross Lambs were the 
best selling types and more of them 
could have been sold to advantage. 

A small offering of all classes of cattle 
sold in keeping with current mainland 
levels.

Top prices per head: 
Bullocks
Simmental cross: £970(2) & £915 – 10 

Crossapol.
Limousin cross: £805 – 2 Heylipol : 

£800 & £735 – Skipinnish.
HEIFERS
Simmental cross: £675 – 10 Crossapol.
INCALF COWS: £1005 – 6 Crossapol 

: £845 & £835 – 17 Balevullin.
OTM COWS: £965 – Salum : £725 

– Garaphail.
Sheep:
Top prices per head:
Suffolk cross: £84.00 - 6 Barrapol : 

£81.00 – Heylipol Farm : £80.00 – 2/15 
Balevullin & 4 Kilkenneth : £79.00 
– Druimasaidh : £78.50 – Hillcrest, 
15 Crossapol & Drumaglea : £78.00 
– Hillcrest & 2/15 Balevullin : £77.00 
– Braeside : £76.50 – Drumaglea : £76.00 
– Gott & 10 Crossapol : £75.50 – 6 Cros-
sapol & 6 Barrapol : £75.00 – Hillcrest 
& Heylipol Farm : £74.50 – Lochphuil, 
4 Kilkenneth & Salum : £73.00 – Hough 
: £72.50 – Braeside & 15 Crossapol : 
£72.00 – 2 Heylipol : £71.50 – Lochphuil 
: £71.00 – Druimasaidh.

Texel cross: £80.50 – 2/15 Balevullin : 
£77.50 –Heylipol Farm : £75.50 – Hynish 
(E Cameron) : £75.00 – Hillcrest : £73.50 
– 3 Middleton & 12 West Hynish : 
£72.00  - 10 Balevullin : £71.50 – 2/15 
Balevullin.

Cheviot cross: £67.50 – Croish : £60.00 
– 8 Barrapol .

Cross: £61.50 – 2 Heylipol
Mule: £74.50 – Heylipol Farm : £74.00 

– Braeside : £63.50 & £60.00 – Mannal 
House.

Blueface: £68.00 & £62.50 – 10 Ba-
lephuil.

Beltex cross: £78.50 & £70.00 – Hey-
lipol Farm.

Stirling
UNITED Auctions sold 899 store cattle 
and young bulls at its Stirling sale last 
Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 233.41p (-1.86p) 
to 270.20p per kilo for a 396kilo Blond 
D’Aquitaine Cross from Dougall Est 
and £1,400 for a 610kilo Limousin from 
Gateside.

Black and White Blks averaged 154.72p 
(+3.60p) to 193.30p per kilo for a 406kilo 
FRX from Knockrivoch and £1060 for 
a 572kilo Hostein Friesian Cross from 
Broadstone.

Heifers averaged 220.68p (+2.09p) to 
268.90p per kilo for a 357kilo Charolais 
Cross  from Laighpark and £1,400 for a 
586kilo Bristh Blue Cross from Wester 

Lochdrum. Forward Cattle averaged 
166.35p to 225.70p per kilo for a Aberdeen 
Angus Cross from Lochmalony and 
£1,250 for a Aberdeen Angus Cross from 
Clova Farms.

Cast Cows
Cast Cows averaged 128.86p to 185.10p 

per kilo for a Charolais Cross from 3 
Aberdona and £1810 for a Charolais Cross 
from 3 Aberdona.

Young Bulls averaged 199.58p to 248.70p 
per kilo for a 390kilo Simmental Cross 
from Courance and £1240 for a 602kilo 
Simmental Cross from Beechwood.

CALEDONIAN Marts sold 270 live 
cattle at their weekly primestock sale in 
Stirling last Thursday, comprising 95 
bullocks and heifers, 33 young bulls, 24 

OTM clean and 118 cast cows and bulls. 
Bullocks averaged 239.5p per kilo and 

sold to 267.5p per kilo, 625kilo Limousin, 
Borlick Farm, Aberfeldy or to £1,907 per 
head for 820 kilo Charolais, Woodhead of 
Mailer Farm, Perth.

Heifers averaged 239.5p per kilo and 
sold to 264.5p per kilo, 525kilo Limousin, 
Woodhead of Mailer or to £1,805 per head 
for 790kilo Shorthorn, Templehall Farm, 
Kirkcaldy.

Butchers Cattle sold in excess of 250p 
per kilo to average 254.5p per kilo selling 
to 265.5p per kilo (twice), Limousin 
Bullocks, Classlochie Farm, Kinross.

Young Bulls sold to 243.5p per kilo, 
505kilo Limousin, West Glespin Farm, 
Douglas or to £1,722 per head for 890kilo 
Limousin, Mains of Burnbank Farm.

OTM Clean Cattle sold to 218.5p per 
kilo or £1,488 per head for Luing Bullock, 

Dalmally
UNITED Auctions held their opening sale 
of lambs and sheep at Dalmally Auction 
Mart on Saturday, where a good offering 
of hill type lambs were on offer and sold 
to a good ringside of buyers.  

Lambs, though shown in good bloom, 

the year.  
Texel Cross Lambs

A feature of the sale was the annual 
consignment of 500 Texel Cross Lambs 
from Caolis and Feringa Farms, Coll, 
which sold to £69 per head or 192pence 
per kilo.

AGRICULTURAL crime in 
Scotland is up 12 per cent - bucking 
the UK trend of a 20 per cent drop 
overall.

Scotland totalled an estimated £2 
million during 2012, up from £1.79 
million in 2011. 

Quad bikes top the thieves’ wish 
list while tools and fuel such as 
domestic heating oil and red diesel 
have also proved popular targets. 
Statistics suggest the majority of 

rural crime is planned rather than 
opportunist.

Roger Jamieson, from insurers 
NFU Mutual, said: ‘Even though 
rural crime has fallen in the UK, 

problem has not gone away. 
‘In fact, there have been more 

thefts in recent times. Much more 
still needs to be done to thwart 
rural criminals and minimise the 
devastating impact of crime in the 
countryside.

from communities working hard 
with the police and wider industry. 

‘However, people shouldn’t 
become complacent; they need to 
make security a priority on their 
farms, businesses and homes.’

Trends
Thefts of garden furniture and 

ornaments, stone and chemicals 

trends over the last 12 months. 
NFU Mutual believes some thefts 

in particular are likely to be repeated 
as the criminals return within weeks 
to plunder the replacements.

Some of the more unusual defence 
mechanisms used by NFU Mutual 
members include keeping geese to 
alert homeowners of trespassers, 
housing louder and more aggressive 
animals such as llamas in with 
other livestock, or installing fog 
machines to disorientate intruders 
and retractable cattle grids to keep 
uninvited vehicles out.

THE SCOTTISH Crofting Federa-
tion (SCF) has criticised the Scottish 
Government’s decision to impose a 
marine Special Area of Conserva-
tion (mSAC) on the Sound of Barra.

Environment minister Paul 
Wheelhouse announced last week 
that the area, which lies between 

Barra and South Uist, will go forward 
to the European Commission for 
inclusion in plans for an EU-wide 
network of SACs.

Islanders and action group 
Southern Hebrides Against Marine 
Environmental Designations 
(SHAMED) vehemently opposed 

the designation, fearing restrictions 
on traditional livelihoods such as 

Disappointed
SCF director Roddy MacDonald 

said: ‘SCF is disappointed that 
the Minister has chosen to push 
ahead with it in the face of local 

opposition rather than working for 
local buy-in. It’s a decision that does 

local participation and it strengthens 
the case that we have made for root 
and branch reform of the way the 
Scottish Government tries to look 
after the nature of Scotland.’

Christina Ferguson and Bea were named the supreme confined 
champion at Mid Argyll Show for the second year in a row. 
06_a33show21

More than 4,800 lambs were sold during this year’s Tiree sale last week. 

MARKET REPORTS

United Auctions sell 4,802 lambs at Annual Tiree Sale

Agricultural crime up 12 per cent in Scotland

SCF hits out at marine conservation plan 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

FOR LEASE
BISTRO AT THE AQUALIBRIUM LEISURE 
COMPLEX, CAMPBELTOWN
The Bistro facility within the Aqualibrium leisure complex is being offered 
for lease and interested parties are invited to submit offers.
The Bistro comprises a fully fitted kitchen with serving/ seating area 
all extending to 264 sqm and is located on the second floor of the 
Aqualibrium leisure complex, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown. The length of 
lease available is negotiable but is expected to be for minimum period 
of 3 years. 
Offers over £7,000 per annum are being sought.
Closing date for offers is 12:30pm on Wednesday 
11th September 2013.
For an information pack please contact:
Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Blairvadach, Helensburgh 
G84 8ND. Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Make 2013 the year of renewables and 
energy efficiency – visit a green home 
or business in September for free

Renewable Energy 
Technology for your 
home Your guide to the latest Renewable Energy Technology 

available in your area.

Homes and businesses across Scotland are 
opening their doors throughout September to 
showcase the renewables systems and energy 
efficiency measures that are saving them 
money every day.

46 buildings, from family homes with a 
difference to sustainable businesses, will 
show off their wind turbines, solar PV systems, 
insulation and wood fuelled boilers to anyone 
who wants to see how renewables systems 
and energy efficiency measures can help 
them.

The Green Homes Network and Green 
Network for Businesses Open Days will 
give you a unique opportunity to hear 

about actual costs and savings, and get free 
tips and advice that could help you on 
your way. Some of the buildings taking 
part in the open days are also featuring 

in the Scottish Civic Trust’s Doors Open Days, 
a month long festival where buildings are 
opened up across the country and the public 
are welcomed in free of charge.

The weather is a great source of energy for 
your home, and joining the renewables 

revolution could save you money as fuel bills 
soar. Let people who already use renewables 
systems show you how. For more information 
please visit www.greenhomesopenday.org.uk, 
email greenhomes@est.org.uk, or call Home 
Energy Scotland free on 0808 808 2282.

To assist homeowners with the upfront costs, 
the Scottish Government is offering interest-
free loans up to £10,000 to install renewables 
systems, so summer really should be the 
summer of making savings through home 
renewables.

Free impartial advice from a specialist Home 
Renewables or Energy Efficiency Advisor is also 
available to help you choose a system which is 
right for you and your property and put you in 
touch with a certified renewables installer.

For more information about financial support 
and the specialist advice service, please call 
Home Energy Scotland free on 0808 808 
2282 or visit http://www.energysavingtrust.
org.uk/scotland/Generating-energy/Getting-
started-with-renewables. 

Courtesy of Energy Saving Trust
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CRANNICH 
WOODFUEL

Crannich Farm Aros Isle of 
Mull Argyll PA72 6JP

Tel. 01680 300495  
Email. info@crannich.co.uk
Contact Robin Sedgwick

Supplier of woodchip 
for woodfuel boilers

Wood-fuelled heating
Wood-fuelled heating systems, also called biomass systems, burn wood 
pellets, chips or logs to to provide warmth in a single room or to power 
central heating and hot water boilers.

A stove burns logs or pellets to heat a single room - and may be fitted 
with a back boiler to provide water heating as well.

A boiler burns logs, pellets or chips, and is connected to a central 
heating and hot water system. A wood-fuelled boiler could save you 
nearly £600 a year compared to electric heating.

The benefits of wood-fuelled heating  

• Affordable heating fuel: although the price of wood fuel varies 
considerably, it is often cheaper than other heating options.

• Financial support: wood fuel boiler systems could benefit from 
the Renewable Heat Premium Payment and the Renewable Heat 
Incentive.

• A low-carbon option: the carbon dioxide emitted when wood is 
burned is the same amount that was absorbed over the months 
and years that the plant was growing. The process is sustainable 
as long as new plants continue to grow in place of those used for 
fuel. There are some carbon emissions caused by the cultivation, 
manufacture and transportation of the fuel, but as long as the fuel 
is sourced locally, these are much lower than the emissions from 
fossil fuels. www.energysavingtrust.org.ukk

C. Hodge Fencing

C. HODGE FENCING
01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Argyll Woodfuels 
Tel: 01631 563271

www.argyllwoodfuels.com

Local supplier of 
pellets, logs, kindling 

and briquettes

Solar panels (PV)
Generate cheap, green electricity from sunlight
Solar panel electricity systems, also known as solar photovoltaics (PV), 
capture the sun’s energy using photovoltaic cells. These cells don’t 
need direct sunlight to work – they can still generate some electricity 
on a cloudy day. The cells convert the sunlight into electricity, which 
can be used to run household appliances and lighting.

The benefits of solar electricity  

• Cut your electricity bills: sunlight is free, so once you’ve paid for 
the initial installation your electricity costs will be reduced.

• Get paid for the electricity you generate: the government’s 
Feed-In Tariffs pay you for the electricity you generate, even if 
you use it.

• Sell electricity back to the grid: if your system is producing more 
electricity than you need, or when you can’t use it, you can sell 
the surplus back to the grid.

• Cut your carbon footprint: solar 
electricity is green, renewables 
energy and doesn’t release any 
harmful carbon dioxide] or other 
pollutants. A typical home solar 
PV system could save over a tonne 
of carbon dioxide per year – that’s 
more than 30 tonnes over its 
lifetime.      www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
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WIND TURBINE 
FOR SALE

AOC, 
55Kw wind turbine
20m tilt up lattice 

tower
Good working order
Comes with lifting 

A-frame

POA
01852 314 234 / 
07775 907644

7e Glengallan Road | Oban | PA34 4HG
Tel: 01631 567640 | Fax: 01631 569808

facebook.com/ptsrenewables  twitter.com/ptsrenewables

SOLAR THERMAL SOLAR PV
GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMPS
AIR TO WATER HEAT PUMPS
AIR TO AIR HEAT PUMPS
BIOMASS MVHR
If you are interested in renewable energy and would like 
information and advice on a range of technologies and 
government incentives please come along - all welcome!

RENEWABLE ENERGY ADVICE DAY
Thursday 29th August 12pm–7pm

Wind turbines
Generate electricity at home with small-scale 
wind turbines. Wind turbines harness the 
power of the wind and use it to generate 
electricity. Forty percent of all the wind energy 
in Europe blows over the UK, making it an 
ideal country for domestic turbines (known as 
‘microwind’ or ‘small-wind’ turbines). A typical 
system in an exposed site could easily generate 
more power than your lights and electrical 
appliances use.

The benefits of wind turbines

• Cut your electricity bills
• Wind is free, so once you’ve paid for the 

initial installation your electricity costs will 
be reduced. 

• Get paid for what you generate

• Through Feed-in-Tariffs, you get paid for 
the electricity you generate even if you use 
it. What you don’t use, you can export to 
the local grid - and get paid for that too.

• Cut your carbon footprint

• Wind electricity is green, renewable energy 
and doesn’t release any harmful carbon 
dioxide or other pollutants.

• Store electricity for a calm day

• If your home isn’t connected to the 
national grid you can store excess electric-
ity in batteries and use it when there is no 
wind.

How do wind turbines work?  

Wind turbines use large blades to catch the 
wind. When the wind blows, the blades are 
forced round, driving a turbine which gener-
ates electricity. The stronger the wind, the 
more electricity produced.

There are two types of domestic-sized wind 
turbine:

Pole mounted: these are free standing and are 
erected in a suitably exposed position, often 
around 5kW to 6kW

Building mounted: these are smaller than mast 
mounted systems and can be installed on the 
roof of a home where there is a suitable wind 
resource. Often these are around 1kW to 2kW 
in size. www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

Infrared heaters
How do they work?

The law of  thermodynamics say there are 
three ways heat can be transferred.

1) Conduction - Heat travelling from an 
area of high temperature to an area of low 
temperature within an object.

2) Convection - Heat circulation in an 
atmosphere of water or gas

3) Radiation - Electromagnetic transfer even 
within a vacuum.

The majority of heating systems rely on 
convection. Infrared heaters work on 
radiated heat, using what is known as the Far 
Infrared part of the spectrum. The sun emits 
electromagnetic radiation across the whole of 
the spectrum. Our eyes happen to be sensitive 
to the visible part of this spectrum which we 
use to see. (That’s why we can’t see in the 
dark!) We feel heat from the infrared part of 
the spectrum, which is why you can feel warm 
when the sun is shining on you but suddenly 
feel much colder when a cloud passes in front 
of the sun. Also the air can be very cold on top 
of a mountain, but a skier can still sunbath 
and feel warm with the infrared heat from the 
sun. Infrared heaters radiate infrared which 
does not so much heat the air, but the objects 
that the infrared comes into contact with. 
Technically it causes the molecules it interacts 
with to vibrate, whether its a person or a 
physical object. This vibration produces heat 
and causes the object to heat up.

www.scottishinfraredheating.co.uk

Volunteering
Would you like to …
meet new people?

help people in your 
community?

receive free training?

If YES to the above come and 
join our team!

Contact: Tara Livornese
tara@alienergy.org.uk

07860774928
www.alienergy.org.uk

More people than ever are turning to renewable 
energy for their homes, businesses and career path.  
Here in Argyll, we have abundant renewable sources, 
which represent a secure and sustainable energy 
supply for the future. With electricity and fossil fuel 
prices rising, showing no sign of falling and renewable 
technologies becoming more affordable it makes 
sense to consider renewable energy. 

Renewable energy can be used to generate electricity 
(for example by solar photovoltaics, wind energy or 
hydro) or heating (for example by woodfuel, heat 

pumps or solar hot water). By installing a renewable 
energy technology you could make money from 
incentives such as the Feed in Tariffs and Renewable 
Heat Incentive. The Renewables Loan Scheme, Green 
Homes Cashback Scheme and Green Deal are all 
making renewable energy accessible and affordable. 

ALIenergy works with community groups and 
others to promote co-operative renewable energy 
projects and woodfuel supply chains. Our team can 
offer advice and support for anyone considering 
renewable energy installations or developments.  

Contact lynda@alienergy.org.uk for more information. 
ALIenergy also delivers the Home Energy Efficiency 
Programme Scotland Area Based Scheme in Argyll 
on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council. The scheme 
offers a range of insulation options and some heating 
measures and will cover a different area each year. 
This year, the main focus is Mid Argyll and Kintyre 
but Oban, Helensburgh and Dunoon areas that were 
covered in previous years are also included. Other 
areas will be included in future years. Contact rachel@
alienergy.org.uk for more information.

We are looking for Argyll based 
tradesmen and businesses who 

are interested in joining our local 
installer network – to deliver 

Green Deal and schemes funded 
through ECO. 

electricians and people experienced 
in external plastering/rendering/
dashing to work with us locally 

across Argyll.

If you are interested in diversifying 
your business then contact us: 
mandie@alienergy.org.uk or 

w.shaw@bcagroup.org;
07967 724 399.

Your guide to the latest Renewable Energy Technology available in your area.
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Air source heat 
pumps
Heat your home with energy absorbed 
from the air around you.

Air source heat pumps absorb heat from 
the outside air. This heat can then be 
used to heat radiators, underfloor heating 
systems, or warm air convectors and hot 
water in your home.

An air source heat pump extracts heat from 
the outside air in the same way that a fridge 
extracts heat from its inside. It can get heat 
from the air even when the  temperature 
is as low as -15° C. Heat pumps have some 
impact on the environment as they need 
electricity to run, but the heat they extract 
from the ground, air, or water is constantly 
being renewed naturally.

The benefits of air source heat pumps  

Air source heat pumps (also known as 
ASHPs):

• could lower your fuel bills, especially if 
you are replacing conventional electric 
heating

• could provide you with an income 
through the government’s Renewable 
Heat Incentive (RHI)

• could lower your home’s carbon 
emissions, depending on which fuel 
you are replacing

• don’t need fuel deliveries

• can heat your home and provide and 
hot water

• need little maintenance - they’re called 
‘fit and forget’ technology

• can be easier to install than a ground 
source heat pump, though efficiencies 
may be lower.

Unlike gas and oil boilers, heat pumps 
deliver heat at lower temperatures over 
much longer periods. During the winter 
they may need to be on constantly to heat 
your home efficiently. You will also notice 
that radiators won’t feel as hot to the touch 
as they might do when you are using a gas 
or oil boiler. www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

Ground source 
heat pumps
Heat your home with energy from the ground.

Ground source heat pumps use pipes which 
are buried in the garden to extract heat from 
the ground. This heat can then be used to heat 
radiators, underfloor or warm air heating systems 
and hot water in your home.

A ground source heat pump circulates a mixture 
of water and antifreeze around a loop of pipe 
– called a ground loop – which is buried in your 
garden. Heat from the ground is absorbed into the 
fluid and then passes through a heat exchanger 
into the heat pump. The ground stays at a fairly 
constant temperature under the surface, so the 
heat pump can be used throughout the year 
– even in the middle of winter.

The length of the ground loop depends on the 
size of your home and the amount of heat you 
need. Longer loops can draw more heat from the 
ground, but need more space to be buried in. If 
space is limited, a vertical borehole can be drilled 
instead.

The benefits of ground source heat pumps  

A ground source heat pump (also known as GSHP):

• could lower your fuel bills, especially if you 
replace conventional electric heating

• could provide you with an income through the 
government’s Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI)

• could lower your home’s carbon emissions, 
depending on which fuel you are replacing

• doesn’t need fuel deliveries

• can heat your home and provide hot water

• needs little maintenance – they’re called ‘fit 
and forget’ technology.

Unlike gas and oil boilers, heat pumps 
deliver heat at lower temperatures 
over much longer periods. During 
the winter they may need to be 
on constantly to heat your home 
efficiently. You will also notice that 
radiators won’t feel as hot to the 
touch as they might do when 
you are using a gas or oil 
boiler.

Air source heat pumps 
are usually easier to 
install than ground 
source as they don’t 
need any trenches or 
drilling, but they are 
often less efficient 
than GSHPs. Water 
source heat pumps can 
be used to provide heating in 
homes near to rivers, streams and 
lakes. www.energysavingtrust.org.uk

Your guide to the latest Renewable Energy Technology available in your area.
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Hydroelectricity
Hydroelectricity from a waterfall
Use running water to generate electricity, whether it’s a small 
stream or a larger river.

Small or micro hydroelectricity systems, also called hydropower 
systems or just hydro systems, can produce enough electricity for 
lighting and electrical appliances in an average home.

How do hydropower systems work?  

All streams and rivers flow downhill. Before the water flows 
down the hill, it has potential energy because of its height. Hydro 
power systems convert this potential energy into kinetic energy 
in a turbine, which drives a generator to produce electricity. The 
greater the height and the more water there is flowing through 
the turbine, the more electricity can be generated.

The amount of electricity a system actually generates also 
depends on how efficiently it converts the power of the moving 
water into electrical power.

How do air source heat pumps work?
Heat from the air is absorbed at low temperature into a fluid. This 
fluid then passes through a compressor where its temperature is 
increased, and transfers its higher temperature heat to the heating 
and hot water circuits of the house. There are two main types of air 
source heat pump system:

An air-to-water system distributes heat via your wet central heating 
system. Heat pumps work much more efficiently at a lower tempera-
ture than a standard boiler system would. So they are more suitable 
for underfloor heating systems or larger radiators, which give out 
heat at lower temperatures over longer periods of time.

An air-to-air system produces warm air which is circulated by fans to 
heat your home. They are unlikely to provide you with hot water as 
well. www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
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S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

W.D. Semple
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

CAR OF THE MONTH
VW Golf 
61 Plate 
SE TSI Grey, 5dr, 13,750 miles
£12,950

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
12 Renault Clio dyn, 1.5DCi, Grey, 5,800 miles .............................................£12,750
11 Suzuki SX4 1.6, 5 door, Red, 7,500 miles....................................................£7,500
61 Nissan X Trail Acenta, DCI, red, 24,000 miles ...........................................£14,500
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ...........................................£5,950
60 Renault Clio dyn, T/Tom, DCI estate, grey, 21,500 miles .............................£8,950
60  Renault Clio I-Music 1.2, 5 door, Grey, 12,500 miles .................................£7,950
60 Renault Twingo EXP 1.2, 3 door, Black, 10,000 miles ..................................£5,450
10 Renault Scenic dyn, T/Tom, DCI, black, 22,000 miles ...............................£10,250
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, TCE, 1.2, 5 Door, Black, 18,500 miles .................. £8,500
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ............................................£6,650
59 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5DCi, 3dr, Red, 10,750 miles .......................................£8,450
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles .....................................£6,500
59 Fiat Panda Active, 1.1, 5 dr white, 35,000 miles..........................................£3,950
08 Suzuki Grand Vitara, DDiS 1.9, diesel, grey, 75,000 miles...........................£7,500
57 VW Fox 1.2, 3 door, Blue, 71,000 miles......................................................£3,950
57 Renault Megane Exp, DCI, estate, beige, 57,000 miles................................£4,250

COMMERCIALS
60  Renault Kangoo ML19 DCI White 43,000 miles ............................£6,650 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ...........................................................£8,000 plus VAT
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...........................................£7,000 plus VAT
08 For Transit Connect 1.8D, 63,000 miles, White ......................£6,250 including VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2250 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

DEFENDER 90 TD5 COUNTY
STATION WAGON

£12,000 o.n.o.

6 seats, 03reg, 53500 miles, Tax till March ,MOT April 14, regu-
larly serviced, full chequer plating, galvanised bumpers, steering 

guard, winch, snorkel, expedition roof rack and working light.

Tel: 01852 300366

TOYOTA
HILUX

£10528

Nov 2009 4 door double cab Tax until April 2014 & Mot until 
October 2013.

Tel: 01770820357 (Arran)

WANTED

All types of 
Diggers, Mini 

Diggers, JCB’s, 
3CXs, also MF and 
CASE, telehandler 

forklift,
any condition, 

any age.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or 

07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk

FORD FIESTA VAN
1.4 TDCi

£3000+VAT o.n.o.

57 Reg (Oct), Tax Sept 2013, MOT April 2014,
Tow ball, excellent condition

Tel: 01770 700348

53 MINI COOPER
1.6

£3650 o.n.o.

3 door hatchback, Manual, Petrol. British racing green with 
chrome trim. 71,000 miles, full years MOT.

Tel: 01631 569913 / 07776 331192

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

SCRAP CARS
WANTED

CASH PAID

Telephone: 
01389 721278 

or 07557 109385

WANTED

Caravans and 
motorhomes

Any make, Model 
or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

Telephone: 
07783 638067 

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota etc, high 
mileage, any 

condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

FORD BENIMAR SPORT
2007

Was £21,950 reduced to £19,000

Six berth, 25,000 miles just serviced.
Info Tel. 07807 098837 Dunoon

MOTORHOMES & 
CAMPERVANS

WANTED
FOR CASH

TOP PRICES PAID

Tel: 01738 626287 
norman@dicksonsmotorgroup.co.uk

WANTED

Scrap cars 
wanted,

cash paid.

Telephone: 
01389 721278 

or
07773661270.

RENAULT KANGOO
VAN

£2400 o.n.o.

SL19 DCI 70, 2006, silver, 110,000 miles, 12 months MOT, 
excellent condition, drives great, light use and well maintained.   

Tel: 07789 758473

VOLVO V70

£450 o.n.o.

4 wheel drive ‘P’ REG Estate Car Good runner and regular 
service but MOT failure - No longer required

Tel: 01852 300353 evenings PA34

2/4 berths, 
private buyer, 
older model 
may suit if in 

good condition, 
no leaks and 

reasonable price, 
(cash sale).

Telephone: 
01567 830363

TOURER
WANTED

HONDA
HRV 4WD

£1375 o.n.o.

Reg 2002 MOT until May 2014, Petrol 1.6L
Light Blue Metallic car with alarm/immobiliser and Tow Bar

Excellent runner with service history 

Tel: 07795086584

CARAVAN
4 BERTH HOBBY PRESTIGE

£3200 o.n.o.

21f x 9f
Good working order

Tel: 01770 860327 (Arran) 

HONDA TRX420FM 2010

£4500 + VAT

IN EXCELLENT CONDITION, ONLY 215 HRS
FULLY SERVICED, NEW TYRES, 4WD WITH 2WD OPTION. 

FINANCE & DELIVERY ARRANGED.

STODDARTS OF OBAN
TEL.01631 564176/07799692072

WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

MOTORS AND DRIVE TIMES

MOTORING 
CLASSIFIEDS

M

G

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2008 Vauxhall Astra, 1.4, 5dr, 36,000 miles, silver .....................................£4,750
2007 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 sri,  57,330 miles, silver ......................................£3,700
2006 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 diesel, 5dr, 86,000 miles, silver ..........................£2,795
2005 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.2, 61,000 miles, silver ...........................................£2,750
2005 Ford Focus 1.6, 3dr, 53,400 miles, blue ............................................ £2,500
2004 Ford Fiesta 1.3lx, 3dr, 50,000 miles, blue ..........................................£2,475
2001 Audi A4 2ltr petrol, 88,000 miles, silver ..............................................£1,975
2001 Vauxhall Corsa 1ltr, 3dr, 79,000 miles, blue ....................................... £1,475

VAN SALES
2008 Vauxhall Combo Van, 1.7cdti, diesel, 5dr, silver, 57,000 miles ..............£4,750 + VAT
2006 VW lt28, 95 tdi swb, red, 78,000 miles ...................................................£2,975 + VAT

15FT
PIONEER

£3750

20HP 4 STROKE ENGINE. ELEC START, P.T. TILT TRAILERS / LIGHT 
SET, SPARE WHEEL, FISH FINDER, GPS/SPEEDO, OARS, ANCHOR, 

EXCELLENT STABLE FISHING BOAT.

Mike 07500 641940 at Creran Marine 

14’ ALUMINIUM
SEA NYMPH

£900 o.n.o.

14’ Aluminium Sea Nymph with road trailer.
Tel: 01631 720414 
or 07775501658

15FT GRP CLINKER
BOAT WITH CUDDY

£850

15ft GRP clinker boat with cuddy & built in buoyancy on 
launching trailer. Engine may also be available. 

Tel: 01852300353 evenings PA34

LOCH BROOM
POSTBOAT

£3000 o.n.o.

GRP Hull, Trailer, 16’ x2’6 draft, very good condition.

Tel: 0777 3378528 (Arran)

Includes
trailer, oars, 
4HP Mercury 

outboard
engine, tackle, 
rods, weights 
and moulds.

Telephone: 
01877 339513

(Callander)

17FT FIBRE
GLASS BOAT

www.iangrievesubaru.co.uk

Subaru range fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km): Urban 20.0 - 41.5 (14.1 - 6.8). Extra urban 33.6 - 56.5 (8.4 - 5.0). Combined 26.9
- 50.4 (10.5 - 5.6). CO2 emissions from 243 - 146g/km. Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance is subject to status, terms & conditions apply. Offers
cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, terms & conditions apply.

Open: Mon to Thurs 9am-6.30pm, Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 12pm-5pm

95 Glasgow Road, Camelon, Falkirk FK1 4JW

Tel: 01324 619 600

WHERE WE SUBARU

• Choice of Colours • All Wheel Drive
• 50.4 MPG Combined • 5 Star NCAP Rating

Brand New Subaru XV 2.0 DS

From
£20,995

Save
£3,300
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HOUSEKEEPER
Isle of Mull, on beautiful farm 

close to Tobermory
We are looking for an experienced housekeeper 
to take responsibility for looking after 2 holiday 
cottages and 1 holiday house including welcoming 
tenants, cleaning and laundry as well as doing the 
housework and caretaking for the main house.  You 
will need to have a driving licence and car but will be 
given a rent-free  house.  Must like dogs.  Generous 
salary and holiday allowance.

Tel: 01680 300371

Oban Filling Station
Soroba Road, Oban

FULL TIME
SHOP ASSISTANT

Approximately 35 hours per week
7 day rota system to 
include evening work

Tel: 01631 571101

Isle of Mull Slaughterhouse Ltd 
- Slaughterman/Butcher 

The Isle of Mull Slaughterhouse is a small community 
enterprise, providing slaughter and butchery to a high 
standard to both island and mainland clients.  
We now wish to appoint an experienced slaughter-
man/butcher to join our team who is able to provide 
our clients with the high standards of meat and meat 
products they have come to expect.  
Please email esplinchapman@aol.com with your CV and 
for further details of this vacancy.  

WEST HIGHLAND 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION Ltd

Customer Services Assistant
[2 positions]

EVH Band 3 [£15,457 – £17,784] 

Business Development Officer
You will help our organisation to grow by developing new projects, 
securing contracts and exploring new business opportunities. You will 
be a self motivated, self starter with good business sense and lots of 
enthusiasm, who is interested in energy issues and climate change.
35 hours per week; job share considered. Location: can be flexible 
within Argyll but expected to be in our Oban offices frequently.
Starting salary: £24,509; Initial contract for 12 months - but may be 
extended, depending on success

Closing date: Thursday 12th September 
Interviews planned: 25th September
Job packs can be downloaded from 

www.alienergy.org.uk. 
Or ring 01631 565183; 

email mandie@alienergy.org.uk

Ambitious for Scotland
Operating across half of Scotland, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is one of Europe’s most highly-regarded 
development agencies. HIE’s unique integration of economic 
and community development is central to its success in 
generating sustainable economic growth in every part of 
the Highlands and Islands.

Account Manager – Business Growth
Lochgilphead
£24,511 per annum Ref: 295

In this key role you will account manage a number of local businesses and social enterprises 
to facilitate economic development, assisting clients with growth plans and accessing external 
investment. You will also assist in developing key projects to provide local infrastructure 
through collaboration with partner organisations.

You will bring excellent relationship building skills, an interest in economic development and 
experience of working with businesses or in business and, ideally, knowledge of the Argyll and 
the Islands business community.

If you are interested in being considered for this position, please apply online by visiting our 
website at www.hie.co.uk For a hard copy application pack, email: recruitment@hient.co.uk 
or call 01463 244 414 quoting the reference number.

Closing date: 15 September 2013. Interview date: 23 September 2013.

www.hie.co.uk/vacancies

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

Excellent Basic (+OTE), plus Car, 
BUPA and Enhanced pension

Based in Oban and reporting to the Advertising Director, you will be 
responsible for day-to-day management of the sales team. Ideally you 
will have relevant experience, flexibility, motivation, confidence and the 
ability get the best from a team.  A senior position with a reputable and 
established local company. Travel throughout Argyll required.

Please apply with full CV and covering letter  to Alison Arden,  
Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB 

or email: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

SENIOR ADVERTISING
SALES MANAGER

G McNaughton & Son
LOCHGILPHEAD

Experienced 360 degree 
excavator operator 

& also Loading Shovel 
operator required

Must have experience
Driving License essential

Tel: (01546) 602 389 
during office hours for an 
application form or email 
c.v. to gmnargyll@gmail.com

Fyne Families is a voluntary sector, parent run, charitable com-
pany, whose purpose is to support families in Mid Argyll and 
ensure good quality play and learning experiences for children.  
Fyne Families has three member organisations: Elfs , Lochgilp-
head After School Club and Duncholgan Family Centre.
MANAGER
20 hours per week term time plus 2 weeks
£9.10 per hour
We are seeking a suitably qualified and experienced person 
to lead our services. The successful candidate will work in 
partnership with the Board of Directors to develop and shape 
Fyne Families services and ensure a sustainable future for the 
organisation.  Applicants must have, or be willing to undertake 
study towards, an appropriate degree level qualification.
Appointment is subject to PVG scheme membership.
For an application pack, contact Jenny at 
fynefamilies@yahoo.co.uk or 
01546 605342 / 07842 077735 
Closing date  FRIDAY 6th September.  
Fyne Families  is a company limited by guarantee (Company Number 302932) and 
a registered charity ( SC 037443) having its registered office at the Community 
Centre, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QX

Fyne Families
RE-ADVERTISEMENT

Job Vacancy – Quantity Surveyor
Location – Campbeltown

We have a full time vacancy for a Quantity Surveyor, pref-
erably with a minimum of 3 years contractor experience, 
post graduate to be based at our office in Campbeltown, 
Argyll. Consideration will also be given to a Civil Engineer-
ing Technician/Graduate with measurement experience.  
The successful candidate will be self motivated and able to 
work both on own initiative and as part of our team.
Duties include:-
• preparing quotations for tenders, with and without Bills 

of Quantities
• dealing with a range of specifications and Conditions of 

Contract 
• on site measurement as required
• preparing weekly costings for contracts from operative 

and plant timesheets and material records
• prepare Interim and Final Valuations and liaise with 

clients
• allocate work to subcontractors , value work completed 

and issue payments
The candidate must be IT literate and have good communi-
cation skills with the ability to learn and take on new tasks 
as required.  In return we offer a very competitive salary 
and benefits package commensurate with the ability and 
experience.
Applications in writing by CV providing details of experi-
ence to:-  
McFadyens Contractors (Campbeltown) Ltd, Glebe Street, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6LR.

RECEPTIONIST/
GENERAL OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR
required by busy Oban 
Solicitor’s practice.

For further details contact
Karen MacAllister on 01631 563014 
or klma@dmmk.co.uk

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Oban, Lorn & Isles Locality 

Laboratory Department

Lorn & Islands Hospital, Oban

Bank Medical Laboratory Assistant/Phlebotomist – Band 3
£16,271 - £19,268 pro rata
Non consolidate and non pensionable addition £89 - £59 pa
Bank (Hours - as and when required) Ref: 13Bk/156
We are seeking to employ Bank staff as Medical Laboratory Assistant / Phlebotomist to join the team within this busy 
multi-disciplinary laboratory.

The laboratory provides on-site Clinical Biochemistry, Blood Transfusion, Haematology and Microbiology services for the 
Lorn & Islands Hospital and a widespread Primary Care population. The laboratory has full CPA Accreditation. You should 
possess Standard Grades or equivalent in Maths, English and a science subject, or demonstrate experience in laboratory 
working.

After appointment you will be required to attend for a period of training which will cover the collection of blood from patients
by venepuncture, entering of request information into the laboratory computer system and other general laboratory duties 
including some processing of specimens.

Once trained you will be asked to cover the occasional weekend (Saturday & Sunday mornings) and also weekdays
(9am to 5pm) when there are staff shortages.

Lorn & Islands Hospital is a modern, well equipped, hospital with 60 inpatient beds and 18 day patient beds. Situated in Oban, 
the “Gateway to the Isles” with ferry links to the islands of Mull, Tiree, Coll and Colonsay. This is an area of outstanding natural 
beauty with plenty of leisure opportunities and a friendly, welcoming community. 

If you would like to discuss this post further, please contact Andy Jones, Laboratory Manager on 01631 788917.

Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8LB - Tel 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or e-mail - recruitment.ab@nhs.net 

Please quote reference: 13Bk/156

Closing date for receipt of applications: 5 September 2013.

We are looking for Argyll based tradesmen and businesses 
who are interested in joining our local installer network 
– to deliver insulation and other energy efficiency measures 
through Green Deal and schemes funded through ECO. 
In particular, we are looking for businesses with joiners, plasterers, 
electricians and people experienced in external plastering/rendering/
dashing to work with us locally across Argyll.

If you are interested in diversifying your business then contact us: 
mandie@alienergy.org.uk or w.shaw@bcagroup.org;  07967 724 399.

Requires 

Reliable Office Worker (Part time)
to assist in the daily management of our busy 

office (based in Oban).
Must have relevant experience and be flexible.

Please reply to mcgouganvacancies@outlook.com
With  full details of experience

Energy Officer- 
Lochaber Initiative on 
Fuel & Energy project

Organisation: Lochaber Environ-
mental Group
Part time- 21 hours p/w, 6 month 
fixed term contract, £18,000 pro 
rata
Visiting targeted buildings 
throughout the Lochaber area 
the Energy Officer will conduct 
free energy efficiency surveys. 
They will offer one-to-one 
impartial advice on how to best 
reduce energy use, cut carbon 
dioxide emissions and empower 
residents act on the information 
provided.
Closing date: Tuesday 3rd Sep-
tember 2013
Application packs from life@
lochaber-environmental-group.
org.uk or 01397 700090

www.smo.uhi.ac.uk/obair
Fòn: 01471 888 200 
Ceann-la: 09/09/2013
Tha ballrachd ann an sgeama Dìon nam Buidhnean So-leònte na 
cumha-obrach. Tha co-ionannachd aig cridhe Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. Tha
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig na charthannas clàraichte an Alba SCO02578

Tha sinn a’ sireadh neach le comasan aig àrd-ìre agus le èolas 
farsainnann a bhith a’ cur an gnìomh ro-innleachd, a’ cur an sàs 
phoileasaidhean, a’ stiùireadh luchd-obrachagus a’  leasachadhis 
a’ cur ri èifeachd sgioba luchd-obrach.  Bidh uallach air an neach 
airson a bhith a’ meudachadh gnothachais, a’ udachadh 
margaideachd agus a’ stiùireadh chùisean sgiobachd.

Bidh an neach a thèid dhan dreuchd mar phàirt de sgioba 
stiùiridh na Colaiste agus ag obair gu dlùth leis a’ Phrionnsapal 
ann a bhith a’ ruith an Ionaid bho latha gu latha. 

Bidh e/i a’ stiùireadh aon de cheithir roinnean an Ionaid agus  a’ 
ceangal ri chèile na diofar thaobhannan de dh’obair na Colaiste. 

Tuarastal:  £45-50k a rèir eòlais, sgilean is theisteanasan an 
neach.

Airson tuairisgeul-obrach is barrachd fiosrachaidh, cuiribh brath 
gu Cairistìona NicCoinnich, Rùnaire a’ Phrionnsapail aig 
cnc.smo@uhi.ac.uk

Stiùiriche 
Leasachadh 

Buidhne agus 
Gnothachais

BEAR Scotland is responsible for the management and maintenance of the Trunk Roads in 
the North West, North East and South East of  Scotland. The following vacancies have arisen:

Temporary Winter Patrol Drivers – 
Oban, Fort William & Ardelve
Temporary vacancies have arisen for Winter Patrol Drivers from October 2013 to 31st 
March 2014 in our Oban, Fort William and Ardelve depots. The successful candidates will 
carry out patrol duties on a night shift basis on several routes of  the trunk road network. 
Candidates should possess a current LGV Class 2 licence and be prepared to carry out 
road maintenance duties. Training will be provided. 

Roadworkers – 
Oban & Fort William
Vacancies have arisen in our Oban and Fort William depot for Roadworkers. Preferably you 
should be an experienced roadworker with the necessary skills to carry out various road 
maintenance operations and have, as a minimum, an LGV Class 2 licence (HGV2) and be 
prepared to participate in our winter and emergency response service on a standby-rota basis. 

Landscaping Operatives – 
Fort William
Vacancies have arisen in our Fort William depot for Landscaping Operatives. Successful 
candidates will cover all areas of  the North West of  Scotland and therefore a requirement 
for travel and overnight stays may be necessary at times.

Preferably you should have landscaping experience with the necessary skills to carry out 
various landscape maintenance operations and have a driving license.

You can apply at our website: www.bearscot.com/careers/ alternatively, please contact 
Gareth Hutchinson at recruitment@bearscotland.co.uk or 01738 448600 for an application 
form and job description.

The closing date for applications is 
Friday 30th August 2013.
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Planning Scotland’s Seas – 
Consultation 2013

A series of drop-in events are being held to give local residents the opportunity 
to find out about Marine Scotland’s consultation “Planning Scotland’s Seas”. 
The consultation will be seeking your views on a National Marine Plan, Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) and Offshore Renewables.
This is an opportunity to put your views on local or national issues directly to 
Marine Scotland staff and on MPAs to Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) staff 
and help decide how Scotland’s seas are managed in the future.
Argyll Drop-in Events:
Monday 2 September 
Tiree, An Talla, 1-5pm drop in session: 6-8pm presentations.
Marine Scotland event at which all aspects of the consultation will be covered.
Thursday 5 September
Jura, The Jura Hall, 1-8pm drop in session 
SNH drop in session focussed on MPAs.
Tuesday 10 September
Lochgilphead, Community Centre, 1-5pm drop in session & 6-8pm 
presentations. Marine Scotland event.
1- 8pm, SNH drop in session focussed on MPAs.
Wednesday 11 September
Inverary, Loch Fyne Hotel, 1-8pm drop in session .
SNH drop in session focussed on MPAs.
For more information please visit: www.scotland.gov.uk/marineconsultation 
Information on MPAs, including site specific Management Options Papers, is 
available at:
www.jncc.gov.uk/scottish-mpa-consultation
www.snh.gov.uk/mpa-consultation

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MARINE HARVEST SCOTLAND Ltd 

: WAVE ENERGY CONVERSION 
DEVICE INSTALLATION, NE OF 

THE ISLE OF MUCK
Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest Scotland 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010, in respect of a wave energy conversion device 
installation to the NE of the Isle of Muck

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected 
at Mallaig Post Office, Mallaig, PH41 4PU.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental 
issues in respect of the application should be made in 
writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/Z288 Marine Harvest Scotland Ltd

Location

NE of the Isle of 
Muck

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56 50.79 N
56 50.47 N
56 50.40 N
56 50.73 N 

Longitude
Co-ordinates

006 12.72 W
006 12.46 W
006 12.76 W
006 13.02 W

Cost

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING APPLICA-

TION 
Applicant, Croft, Extent/Pur-
pose, Case number

*Mrs P M MacNiven
76 Camaghael, Kilmallie
0.31 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.43313

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can be 
expressed in obtaining the 
tenancy of the area subject to 
the application.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding
public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days. Application 13/02524/LBC is 21 days.

13/02524/LBC Dunbeg House
North Ballachulish
Onich, Fort William

Internal alterations to
remove existing double
doors

13/02546/FUL Former Village Hall
East Bay
Mallaig

Demolition of former
village hall. Erection of
marina facilities, two
residential units and mixed
use space incorporating
retail, food & drink
(including hot food
takeaway), amenity space,
deck and jetty

13/02612/PIP Site 30m South East of
Fasgadh, Pier Road
Kilchoan

Erection of House (Plot 1) -
renewal of 10/02660/PIP

13/02613/PIP Site 55m South East of
Fasgadh, Pier Road
Kilchoan

Erection of house (Plot 2) -
renewal of 10/02661/PIP

13/02614/PIP Site 80m South East of
Fasgadh, Pier Road
Kilchoan

Erection of house (Plot 3) -
renewal of 10/02662/PIP

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Installation of private mooring, 

Inner Loch Teacuis
Notice is hereby given that Mr A McCall Smith has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect 
of installation of private mooring at:

Location details

Inner Loch Teacuis

Latitude 
Co-ordinates
56 37.678’N

Longitude 
Co-ordinates
05 50.278’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Lochaline Post Office, Lochaline, Morvern.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
ms.marinelicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
quoting reference: FKB/J228
Mr A. McCall Smith

PUBLIC NOTICES

A PRIVATE passenger ferry which has been 
running from Mallaig since 1950 is to come 
under new ownership.

The MV Western Isles will be handed over 
by Bruce Watt to businessman Joe Blower 
on September 1.

The deal will guarantee the future of the 
63-year-old vessel, which has a capacity 
to carry 81 passengers on voyages from 
Mallaig Pier.

The boat has been owned by two 
generations of the Watt family – Bruce Watt 
Sr, followed by Bruce Watt Jr, who is retiring 
after running the business since 1974.

The MV Western Isles has a colourful 
history. Originally intended for use by the 

Admiralty as a general supply vessel for 
larger naval ships, before she was completed 
she was bought by Bruce Watt Senior to join 

and to Loch Scavaig on Skye, while lochs 
Nevis, Hourn and Duich featured on her 
timetable. 

The boat also ran Saturday sailings to 

sailed to St Kilda for the National Trust 
for 12 years and carried out service runs to 
Heisker lighthouses off North Uist.

Mr Blower, who together with his family 
have had a home in Morar since 2001, is 

keen to return the ferry to its former glory.  
The 2013 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of 

‘When I saw the MV Western Isles was for 
sale, I found I couldn’t stop thinking about 
the possibilities. It’s really about building on 
the tradition of the MV Western Isles, rather 
than starting from scratch.”

‘With Bruce Watt’s blessing, I’ve already 
employed the vessel’s existing two-man-
crew of Tony and Tommy, who are famous 
for their good craic and jolly disposition. 

‘I feel strongly that there’s a place in the 
market for the service the MV Western Isles
used to run years ago, and I know the whole 
team is excited to make this a reality.’

Building grant 
deadline
employers in the Western Isles 
are being reminded the closing 
date for the comhairle’s building 
skills grant applications is next 
Friday.

For an application form, 
employers should contact 
Finlay Maciver, Team Leader, 
Accredited Training and 
Skills, St Lennan’s Youth 

Street, Stornoway, HS1 2XF. 
Phone 01851 822715 or email 
fmaciver@cne-siar.gov.uk.

THE FUTURE of Scotland’s 
seas will be debated at a series of 
consultations throughout Argyll 
before the Scottish Government 
sets out a management plan.

Marine Plan will manage all 
activity in Scottish waters. It 
will also guide developers and 
decision makers on sustainable 
use of the sea.

Throughout the 16-week 
consultation process Marine 
Scotland along with Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) and 

-

series of events and workshops.
Richard Lochhead, environ-

seas are fundamental to our way 
of life. They are a vast and vital 
natural resource which provide 
energy, food and recreation. 

‘We must protect and enhance 
our marine environment so 
that it remains a prized asset 
for future generations. This 

Spean Bridge 
guest house on 
awars shortlist
A SPEAN Bridge 
accommodation provider has 
been shortlisted in the Best 
Guest House or B&B category 
in the Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards 2013. 

Distant Hills Guest House, run 
by Peter and Lesley McIntosh, 
has been nominated along with 
two other tourism businesses.

The winner will be announced 
at a ceremony in Inverness 
on October 4. Distant Hills 
has picked up two other 
accolades in recent weeks - an 
AA Breakfast Award and a 

Trip Advisor.

remains low, with only 14 per 
cent of Scottish companies 

next 12 months, according to 
results of a recent survey.

Barometer also revealed that 

will utilise bank funding, 
while the majority of Scottish 

New man at the helm: Joe Blower, left, is taking over the MV Western Isles from Bruce Watt, right. 

government has worked hard to 
introduce marine planning and 
the National Marine Plan will 
help achieve the balance needed 
for sustainable growth.’

Bertie Armstrong, chief execu-
tive of the Scottish Fishermen’s 

provide a valuable and sustain-
able food resource and their 
well-being is close to the hearts 
of Scotland’s hardworking 

‘The three large consultations 
published together - the Draft 
National Marine Plan, the 
Marine Protected Area Network 
and Sectoral Marine Plans for 
Renewable Energy - all repre-
sent change and are therefore 
of the utmost importance to the 
already established, legitimate 
users of our seaspace, such as 

amount of work in a very short 
and challenging time-scale.

‘The consultations must be the 

sensible balance between marine 
conservation, energy production 
and the essential requirement to 

-
ing industry that will ensure the 
future of our coastal communi-
ties and the continuing provision 
of a required and sustainable 
source of food.’

The Argyll events all take 
place from 1pm until 8pm dur-
ing September with venues as 
follows.

Monday September 2 - An 
Talla, Tiree. Thursday Septem-
ber 5 - The Jura Hall, Jura. 

-

Wednesday September 11 - Loch 
Fyne Hotel, Inveraray. Thursday 

Islay. Thursday September 12 
- The Braes, Dunoon. Tuesday 
September 17 - Victoria Hall, 

-

Thursday September 26 - An 

business owners will rely 
on private equity or turn to 

Brothers Invoice Finance in 
 ‘Our 

from investment in the present 
climate, adopting a rather 
cautious approach to growth.

‘While we can understand 

a conservative approach it 
may mean that businesses are 
missing out on opportunities 
for increased commercial 
activity, thus impeding on the 
pace of recovery. Technology 
and business processes progress 
so rapidly that SMEs may 

keep up with the competition 
if they do not proactively 
invest in their business.’

Marine plan 
in debate 
spotlight

New man at helm of private passenger ferry

wish to invite suitably qualified contractors to tender for:
A contract to construct 452m of access road to the Lochaline Harbour Pontoons 
in Morvern and to surface a further 680 m2 of car parking.  Issue of the contract is 
subject to grant funding approval.

Also separate tender for demolition of former Scout Hut.
For further details and tender pack please contact Morvern Community Development 

Company, Lochaline Harbour, Morvern, Oban. PA80 5XT.
Deadline Monday September 2nd 2013.

Telephone: 01967421783 or e-mail: admin@morvern.org.

Better water for 
Kilchoan homes
AROUND 115 Kilchoan 

a £3.1m upgrade of the local 
treatment works.

Bheinn burn will now be more 

before reaching customers’ taps. 
The new system will ensure 
the supply meets strict quality 
standards set by an independent 
regulator. The Scottish Water 

system and extra water storage 
installed. A back-up supply 
from the Abhainn Druim an 
Uillt Mhoir burn has also 
been added in case of drought 
conditions.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01018/PP Erection of temporary extension to existing cafe 
for a period of 4 years

Castle Stalker View Appin 
Argyll And Bute PA38 4BL

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/01713/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank

Loch Melfort Hotel 
Arduaine Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4XG

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

13/01757/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of new vehicular access

Land South East Of Collaig
House Kilchrenan Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HG

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/01768/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank 

Plot 4 Gallanachbeg
Glenshellach Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4QJ

Oban Area Office

13/01778/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of 
septic tank 

Plot 5 Gallanachbeg 
Glenshellach Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4QJ

Oban Area Office

13/01780/PP Variation of condition one of Planning 
Permission reference 07/00640/DET to extend 
the period for implementation by one year

Land West Of The Haven
North Connel Oban
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/01787/PP Renewal of Planning Permission reference 
10/01090/PP (Erection of extension to form 
storage area, external alterations including 
replacement windows and doors to ‘Cedar
Wing’ and installation of solar panels) 

Loch Melfort Hotel 
Arduaine Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4XG

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01624/PP Erection of garden wall and summerhouse/shed 
(part retrospective)

36 Bay View Port Wemyss 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And 
Bute PA47 7SU

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(KILMELFORD VILLAGE)(30MPH SPEED LIMIT)(EXTENSION) ORDER 2013
On Monday 19th August 2013, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order in terms of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 as amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on 4th October 2013, introduces an extension to the existing 30mph speed limit 
on the A816 Lochgilphead to Oban Road through the village of Kilmelford. A 30mph restriction will also be introduced 
on the Kilmelford to Auchnasaul Road (U10), which will extend from its junction with the A816 to a point just beyond 
Kilmelford Village Hall. 
A copy of the Order and plan relative thereto are available for inspection during normal working hours Monday to Friday 
inclusive at the following offices:-
(i) Kilmelford Post Office, The Village Store, Kilmelford;
(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
(iii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is 
not within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of 
that Act or any instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks 
from 23rd August 2013, apply to the Court of Session for this purpose. 

Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ian J Campbell has 
registered his croft 
8,9,10&11 Anaheilt, 
A r d n a m u r c h a n , 
Sunart on the Croft-
ing Register held 
by the Registers 
of Scotland. Any 
person who wishes 
to challenge the reg-
istration may appeal 
to the Scottish Land 
Court by April 26, 
2014. Details of the 
registration can be 
found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/
home



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

oban blinds

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds

stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

mobility

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation 

for companies, sole traders and partnerships, 
charities, income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND 
THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

accounts

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email strathmore-
tackle@gmail.com

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

plumbing
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window repairs

windows & doors

whisky buyers

GRADUATIONS

photography

PERSONALS

Happy 18th
COLIN DAVREN

Love Mum, Dad and 
Ryan xxx

Happy 21st
James

Love Mum, Dad 
& George

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

G R A N D F A T H E R
CLOCK ,  £49.99 Tele-
phone 01631 562782.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BEANSTALK MAT & 
GYM and mini gym,  
£20 Telephone 07785 
991773.
HAND KNITTED
SHAWL 2 Ply lace white 
shawl knitted using Pa-
tons machine washable 
yarn and measuring 
55 x 55Inches approx,  
£45 Telephone 07796 
491362.
PUSH CHAIR Driver
Blue 1 year old alloy 
wheels suspension 
very good condition,  
£90 Telephone 07770 
49255/01631 565829.
STEAM STERILISER
electric, good condi-
tion. 2 brand new bot-
tles, 4 new teats. Argos 
p1499 no. 19,  £40 
ono Telephone 07785 
991773.

 BICYCLES
BOY’S RALEIGH
RAPTER 16” bicycle, 
good condition.  Col-
lect North Connel,  
£40 Telephone 07881 
810556.
ISLABIKES BOYS/
GIRLS purple Cnoc
14” bike 4-6 years, vgc, 
collect North Connel,  
£100 Telephone 07881 
810556.

 BUILDING / DIY
B A L L A C H U L I S H
SLATES 7000 Good
Quality Slates,  £500 
per thousand Tel-
ephone 07867 755064 
or  01397 704137 Fort 
William.
FLOOR TILES 34, 
turquoise,  £30 ono 
Telephone 07785 
991773.
LADDER three piece, 
5m extender,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 
562782.
MASONRY PAINT 
approx 20 litres Pure 
Brilliant White Weath-
ershield smooth. Sur-
plus to requirements,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
564677.
NYLON HAMMER
FIXINGS 4 boxes, 
N6 x 40mm,   £20 
ono Telephone 07785 
991773.
PLASTIC WATER PIPE
surplus to require-
ments, 19M, HEP20,  
£10 Telephone 01499 
500216(Furnace).
WATERPROOF SEAL-
ER 11 tubes, anti fungal 
,  £20 ono Telephone 
07785 991773.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ROOF RACK Fit VW 
Golf Mk4   Buyer to 
collect,  £25 Telephone 
01397 703928².
TONNEAU COVER

type, for crew cab pick 
up. As new, perfect 
condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01583 
431681.
UNIVERSAL ROOF 

roof rails. Comes with 
-

phone 01546 602142.

 CARAVAN EQUIP-
MENT

AQUAROLL 40L drink-
ing water holder for 
caravan with handle,  
£25 Telephone 07769 
603070.
CARAVAN HITCH-
LOCK boxed, unused 
security lock one piece 
with 2 keys and chain.  
Cost over £70 selling 
for,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720369.
WASTEMASTER cara-
van 38L waste water 
carrier with wheels,  
£25 Telephone 07769 
603070.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES
BLACK KILT JACKET 
hardly worn, chest 
38ins,  £49.99 Tele-
phone 01838 200600.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

AMAZON KINDLE First 
Edition Amazon Kindle,

ex condition. hardly 
used,  £40 Telephone 
07796 954769.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

HALOGEN COOKER/
OVEN large halogen 
oven includes tray 
racks and books,  £30 
Telephone 07950 
253281.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS of good 
working strain,  Isle of 
Skye. Telephone 01471 
833207 after 6pm.

 FURNITURE
2 OCCASIONAL
CHAIRS coloured pink 
in very good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 
01838 200600.
3 PIECE LEATHER
SUITE burgundy re-
clining chairs and set-
tee excellent condition,  
£300 Telephone 01631 
720452².
BED BRAND NEW
DOUBLE DIVAN with 
heat sensitive memory 
foam mattress and 
2 storage drawers. 
Genuine reason for 
sale. Can deliver. Cost
£599 must sell,  £200 
Telephone 07747 
822653.
BEDROOM UNITS
two, excellent condi-
tion,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 562782.
DOUBLE BED MAT-
TRESS Airsprung 4’ 
6”, sprung with built in 
memory foam top, 7.5” 
deep, lovely condition, 
good reason for quick 
sale. Buyer uplifts,  
£49.99 Telephone 
01631 571106.
LUXURY HYPNOS
king-size mattress.  
Used 40 days, 
lambswool, cash-
mere, memory foam, 
non-allergenic.  1440 

hand side stitching, 
£850 new, selling,  
£299 Telephone 07786 
327141.
VANITY UNIT antique 
pine base (new),,  
£49.99 Telephone 
07720 542981.

 GARDEN
PATIO CHAIRS set of 
4 comfortable moulded 
plastic dark green 
stacking garden arm-
chairs. Very good con-
dition,  £16 Telephone 
01631 570544.

 HEATING, FIRES
AND FIREPLACES

VALOR MANHATTAN
wall mounted electric 

black, full glass, white 
pebble, 2 heat settings, 

effect, 93 x 56 x 15 
(cm) New cost £240+,  
£49 Telephone 07776 
361422.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

CHESS SET pine, 
handmade, velvet 
inside,  £10 ono Tele-
phone 07785 991773.
PEARLISED PAPER
& CARD White, Baby 
Blue & Baby Pink col-
ours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 
13p per sheet.  Contact
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

DVD RECORDER
Daewoo DR2100P 
DVD recorder with 
manual and remote in 
Oban,  £20 Telephone 
07825 079365.
PHILLIPS HOSTESS
TROLLEY Philips 
hostess trolley in im-
mac condition.  To buy 
new £215.  Brilliant for 
friends in, Christmas
etc,  £49.99 Telephone 
07796 954769.
SKY BOX,  £10 ono 
Telephone 07785 
991773.

 HOME
FURNISHINGS

BREAKFAST BAR 
STOOLS bargain 4 
almost new white 
plastic Ikea high stools 
with backs and chrome 
legs,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720369.

VELUX ROLLER
BLIND dark blue. Fits 
M08 window. Brand 
new in box,  £40 Tele-
phone 01546 602142.

 HOME OFFICE
METAL FILING CABI-
NET single drawer 
includes metal stand 
buyer to collect,  £15 
Telephone 01397 
703928².

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

CAST IRON BATH in 
need of love and care, 
not chipped or cracked,  
£49.99 Telephone 
07872 564238.
SHOWER SCREEN
(NEW) white, match 
space saver bath,  
£49.99 Telephone 
07872 564238.
SPACE SAVER BATH
white space saver bath, 
new,  £49.99 Telephone 
07872 564238.

 LIVESTOCK
CHICKEN CAGE wire 
chicken cage carrier,  
£15 Telephone 07872 
564238.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD
CALENDARS, fea-
turing spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso,
Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shet-
land, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Ap-
pin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown,
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 

gift. Order on-line at 
www.scott ishcalen-
dars.co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
DIGITAL TV AERIAL
Blake DMX10WB 52 
element wideband dig-
ital TV aerial suitable 
for freeview. Bought 
new from Amazon and 
never used. Oban,  
£20 Telephone 07990 
720713.
DRI BUDDY electric 
clothes dryer very 
economical,  £20 
Telephone 01855 831 
383².
SKIPNESS VIRTUAL
GARAGE SALE Mis-
cellaneous, www.
skipness-garage-sale.
co.uk

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

ELECTRIC GUITAR 
good condition. Comes
with guitar stand (leave 
a message & will call 
you back),  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01397 703519 
Fort William.
GUITAR PRACTICE
AMP comes with leads. 
Good condition(Leave
a message if out, will 
get back to you),  £40 
Telephone 01397 
703519 Fort William.

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

2 FISHING REELS
ideal for trout or 

loaded with 300m of 
20lb line, can sell 
separate, Oban,  £20 
each Telephone 07749 
521916.
7FT CARBON FIBRE
FLY ROD with rod bag 
3-4 line size, supplied 

line, ideal for trout, 
£20 or £10 each, 
Oban.  Telephone 
07749 521916.
8FT SPINNING
ROD ideal for trout 
or mackerel,  Oban,  
£10 Telephone 07749 
521916.

REGAL “WILD RHINO”
left handed golf clubs, 
suit beginner.  1,3,5 
woods 3,4,5,6,8,9, 
irons, sand and pitch 
irons,  £49 Telephone 
07818 841736.

 PRINTING
AND STATIONERY

BUSINESS STA-
TIONERY Design and 
printing of letterheads, 
comp slips and cards, 
for a hassle free service 
contact Krisp Print.  Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS
New baby or Wed-
ding, with a photo of 
your new arrival or big 
day. Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print.  Tele-
phone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
CHILD’S PRAM Ma-
mas & Papas, ideal 
for 4-10 year old girl, 
as new,  £35 ono Tele-
phone 07785 991773.
GZ DOLL (happy kids), 
still in box,  £25ono 
Telephone 07785 
991773.
HANNAH MONTANA 
Rock Star set with 
mike, stand, guitar and 
amp. Unused present,  
£30ono Telephone 
07785 991773.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, 
we uplift scrap cars, 
call Mr Cook, West 
Coast Scrap Metals.

joiners

Telephone 01499 
500638 or 07787 
991636.

accountants



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
Shona McCorkindale
smccorkindale@obantimes.co.uk

CRAWFORD-MENDINA - On Wednesday 7 
August, 2013, at the Manor House, Oban, Grant 

son of Jimmie and Lesley Crawford, to Maria 
Cristina daughter of Felix and Rosemarie Mendina. 

A happy sunny day enjoyed by all.
Photographer: WDR Photography

WEDDINGS

Rona Campbell graduated from the University of 
Stirling with a BA with Honours in History. Rona 

is the daughter of Andrew and Christine Campbell 
and is a former pupil of Ardchattan Primary 

School and Oban High School.

Edith Carmichael graduated with M.A. Psychology 
from Glasgow University. She is a former 

pupil of Tobermory High School. Edith is the 
daughter of Creon and Susie Carmichael and the 

granddaughter of the late Hugh and Marjorie 
Goldie of Tobermory and the late James and June 

Carmichael of Salen, Isle of Mull.

Megan Laura Eileen Hill graduated on July 2nd, 
2013 from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
and University of Glasgow, with a Bachelor of 
Education in Music with First Class Honours. 
Megan is the daughter of John and Elizabeth.

Callum Robert MacPhail graduated from 
University of Sunderland with 2:2 BA Hons in 

English and Creative Writing. Elder son of Brian 
and Joanne MacPhail, Tobermory, grandson of 

Betty and the late Tommy MacPhail, Tobermory 
and Robert and Joan Tait of Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Educated at Tobermory High School.

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 25 August 2013

Trinity 13
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion.....................08.00
Sung Eucharist..........................10.15

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Holy Eucharist..........................11.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Holy Communion.....................11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist..........................08.00
Evensong ..................................20.15
Holy Eucharist...................................
........................Wed 28 August 14.30

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS 
KING - Peacefully at the Lynn of 
Lorne care home, on August 16, 
2013, in her 93rd year, Margaret, 
who now joins husband Hillary 
and son Lloyd. Leaves behind 
daughters Lasta, Zora and 
Tiggy, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
With thanks for her rich life.
MACLACHLAN - In the loving 
care of Stuart Wing, Cradlehall 
Care Home, Inverness, on August 
18, 2013, after a long illness 
borne with great courage and 
humour, Duncan MacBrayne, 
aged 93 years, of 64 Balmacaan 
Road, Drumnadrochit, retired 
BBC engineer, formerly of Fort 
William and Belfast, dearly loved 
husband of Pat, devoted father 
of Rob, Kate, Malcolm and 
the late Neil, and a wonderful 
fun grandfather of Tom, Rosie, 
Kerri, James, Linnhe, Darroch, 
Lara, Tess and Anna.  He will be 
greatly missed by all his family 
and friends.  Our grateful thanks 
and appreciation go to all the 
staff at Cradlehall and especially 
to Jane, Michael, Jill and Janice 
whose warmth, understanding 
and kindness to Duncan and to 
the family have meant so much.  
Interfaith Graveside Service 
tomorrow, Friday, August 23, at 
2pm at Clachan New Cemetery, 
Kintyre.  All welcome to 

please.  Donations, if wished, to 
Alzheimer’s Research UK may 
be forwarded to D Chishom & 
Sons, Huntly Street, Inverness 
IV3 5HP.
MITCHELL - Jim passed 
away on August 15, 2013 in 
Gortanvogie Eventide Home, 
Bowmore, Islay.  Cherished 
and loved by his devoted wife 
Nan and his daughter Gwyneth 
and son-in-law Brian.  Funeral 
service took place in St Kiarans 
Church on Tuesday, August 20, 
at 11.30am.
ROBERTS - Peacefully at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital Oban 
on August 20, 2013 in his 75th 
year, Billy, best friend of Joseph 
Brown. Sadly missed.
SCOTT - Peacefully, at the 
Lynn of Lorne Nursing Home, 
Benderloch, on August 18, 2013, 
in her 92nd year, Mary, (May) 
McDonald Scott, (née Black), 
formerly of Achnacroish, Lismore 
and Glasgow, beloved wife of the 
late Peter Scott and much loved 
mother of Mairi.  She will be 
sadly missed by all her family and 
friends.  Funeral will take place 
on Lismore on Monday, August 

only, a retiring collection will be 
taken for Alzheimer’s Scotland, 
Action on Dementia (Oban and 
Lorn Branch).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BLACK - Joan, Stuart and Fiona 
would like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for their 
kindness and expressions of 
sympathy extended to them on 
Derek’s death. A special thanks 
to Dr Tangney and staff of Glen 
Mor Surgery and Mosspark for 
their care and attention to dad.
Thank you to Dr Adrian Varwell 
and Mike McFall for their 
help. Thanks also to those who 
donated at the funeral the sum 
of £375 which will be donated to 
Bethesda Hospice, Stornoway.
8 Port Voller, Point, Isle of 
Lewis.
GILLIES - The family of the 
late Mary Gillies, would like 
to thank all relatives friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, mass 

tributes received during their 
recent sad bereavement. We 
would like to express sincere 
thanks to all who attended and 
comforted immediately after 
the accident and the emergency 
services who assisted thereafter 
for their professionalism, 
kindness and care shown to Mum, 
Anne and Angela, thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. We 
would also like to thank all the 
staff at Lorn & Islands Hospital 
for the excellent care given after 
the accident. Sincere thanks to 
Fr Tony Wood and Mgr James 
MacNeil for spiritual comfort 
given to Anne and Angela whilst 
in hospital. To Mgr Donald 
MacKinnon for the comforting 
Requiem Mass accompanied 
by Deacon Stanlislaw, Mgr 
James MacNeil and Fr Anthony 
Mallone. Our grateful thanks 
to Ewen and Scott of McLellan 
Funeral Directors for their 

arrangements at such a sad time 
and to all those who paid their 
respects at St Mary’s Church and 
at Kilmallie graveside. Thank you 
to all who gave so generously to 
the collection for St Mary’s 
Fabric Fund.
LIVINGSTONE - The family 
of Molly Livingstone would 
like to thank Gerrard and David, 
ambulance crew, for their 

the wonderful nursing staff of 
Ward I, LIDGH, for outstanding 
professional care and kindness to 
us all; Dr Erik Jespersen and all 
staff of Lorn Medical Centre for 
dedicated attention over the years 
and the Audiology Department 
for understanding and support.  
Thanks are also due to Rev 
Dugald Cameron for spiritual 
comfort to Mum, Mr Donald 
MacKinnon for conducting her 
service with sensitivity; Ken 
Moncrieff for uplifting music and 
especially Rev Brian Wilkinson 
for his moving reading of Mum’s 
favourite poem and our tribute 
to her.  Sincere gratitude is also 
extended to Ian MacInnes and staff 
of D and A Munn for sympathetic 
professional services and the 
Royal Hotel for refreshments.  
Above all, we pay tribute to the 

many kind people of Oban who 
enriched Mum’s life.  The many 
kindnesses shown to her over the 
years meant a great deal to her 
and to us.  We thank everyone 
for their heartfelt messages of 
sympathy, all of which have been 
a great comfort.  The retiring 
collection of £435.66 will be 
shared between Mary’s Meals 
and Oban Lifeboat Station.
MACBEATH - Colin and 
Niall MacBeath along with 
the rest of the family would 
like to express their sincere 
thanks to everyone who gave a 
donation at the funeral of their 
mum, Cecilia (Cecy) Catherine 
MacBeath, of Glenkingie Street, 
Caol. Donations raised a total 
of £708.95 for the Erskine 
Hospital in Renfrewshire which 
cares for ex servicemen and 
servicewomen.
McDONELL - Ally and Iain 
would like to thank everyone 
most sincerely, for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy and 
support received in their recent 
bereavement. Special thanks to 
all medical staff and to Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital for 
kind care and attention.  Thanks 
also to Rev Thomas Bryson for a 
comforting service, Stan Lupton 
Funeral Directors for professional 
services, Tarbert Hotel for 
excellent catering and to all who 
paid their last respects at church 
and graveside. The collection for 
Tarbert Nursing Aid raised £170.
MORRISON – The family of the 
late Hugh Morrison wish to thank 
everyone who came to pay their 
respects at St Ernan’s Church 
and at Suidhe on 6 August.  The 
sum of £509 was raised for the 
Stroke Association and Glassary 
Ward, Lochgilphead.  Thank you 
all for your generosity.  Sincere 
thanks for the many cards, 
messages of comfort and support 
and expressions of sympathy 
received at this sad time.  Our 
grateful thanks to Reverend 
Duncan Macdonald for his lovely, 
comforting service.  Our thanks 
go to Ross of Mull Coastguard 
for being pallbearers and 
providing escort to Suidhe and 
to Neil MacCallum for piping.  

for reading the poem, Gillian 
Cummins for music, Elizabeth 

Linda Dawson, Church Elder, 
for arrangements at St Ernan’s.  
Also Linda Cameron and staff 
for providing refreshments at 
Bunessan.  Sincere thanks to all 
the medical staff who cared for 
Hughie over the last few years 
- doctors and staff at Bunessan 
Surgery, Mull community nurses 
and ambulance staff; also doctors, 
nurses and staff at Oban Hospital, 
Glassary Ward Lochgilphead 
and hospitals in Glasgow and 
Paisley.  Lastly, thanks to Billy 
McClymont for his excellent 
funeral arrangements.

MEMORIAMS
BEATON – In loving memory 
of Martin, loving husband, dad 
and papa.  Passed away August 
27, 2003 also Katie, Calum and 
family members gone before.
Loved and remembered always.
- Sadie and family.
BEATON - In loving memory of 
my dear wife Eileen, mother and 
grandmother who sadly passed 
away August 24, 2011.
We still love and miss you every 
day,
Always in our hearts.
- Loving husband Joe, sons Colin, 
Joseph and families xxx
BEATON - Treasured memories 
of our dear Eileen who passed 
away August 24, 2011.
You will always be loved and 
remembered,
Your voice and your smile will be 
with us,
Forever in our hearts.
- Ronnie, Margaret and family.
BROWN - Treasured memories 
of dear dad who died August 21, 
2012.
We miss you dad
Our hearts are sore
With each new day 
We miss you more
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you’re always 
there.
Also remembering Mum and 
Angela.
- Elizabeth and Stewart.
BROWN - In loving memory of 
a dear brother-in-law and uncle 
(George), who died August 21, 
2012.
Silent thoughts of times together
Hold memories that will last 
forever.
Also remembering loved ones 
gone before.
- Helen, Rosalyn, Janice and 
families.
CAIRNS - In loving memory of 
my sister and our aunt Christine, 
who died August 17, 2008.
No more tomorrows for us to 
share
But yesterday’s memories are 
always there.
- Cathie and family, Caol, 
Corpach and Falkirk.
CARMICHAEL - In loving 
memory of our dear mother, 
mother-in-law and grandmother 
Mary Logan who died on August 
24, 1996.
Forever in our hearts
Always in our thoughts
- Inserted by Irene, Donald, Nigel 
& families, Islay and Glasgow.
DOWNEY - Happy memories 
of Nan Downey, a much loved 
mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother who died August 
26, 2012.
Do not weep because I am gone, 
smile because I was here.
- Joan and family with love.
DOWNEY - In loving memory of 
Nan an adored mum, granny and 
nana who died on August 26, 2012.
There are no words to say how 

much we miss you but we have 
wonderful memories that make 
us smile.
Sleep in peace x
- Patricia, Dave and family.
DOWNEY - (Nan) - In memory 
of a loving mum, mother-in-law 
and gran.
Sadly missed.
- John, Zena, Karen and Rachel.
GAMBLE -  Joan (Sinclair), of  
Inverlochy, died August 21, 2011.
Two years have passed and not a 
day goes by
When we don’t think of you and 
miss you.
Love always.
- Jim, Linda and Neil.
LAIRD - Precious memories of 
Davy a much loved dad and gaga 
who passed away August 17, 
2011.
Loved and remembered always.
- The Laird family.
LAMONT - In loving memory 
of Donnie a dearly loved husband 
and dad, who died August 27, 
2012.
Loved and remembered always.
- Love Margaret, Allan, Donald 
and Nicola and Iain.
MACKAY - In loving memory of 
Alison, who passed away August 
20, 2012.
We miss you mum
Our hearts are sore 
With each day we miss you more
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you’re always 
there.
- Billy, Tracy and family, Alison, 
Gus and family and Caroline, 
Robert and family.
MACLEAN - Bibs, died August 
25, 2008.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very 
dear.
- Billy and families xx.
MACLELLAN - In ever loving 
memory of my beloved husband 
Donald (Donnie). A loving 
husband, father and grandfather 
who died August 23, 2009.
I loved you more than words can 
say
And in my heart you will always 
stay
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Your loving wife Morag, Oban.
McGRATH - (Achaleven Farm) 
Treasured memories of our dear 
mum, Margaret, who died August 
23, 2006.
I never said goodbye to you
Instead I said I love you
As you departed on your journey
To a place where life is new
I held your hand and kissed you 
Your leaving made me cry
But in the end I know I will see 
you again
So I never said goodbye.
- Daughter Marie, Dugald, 
grandson Duncan. xxx
McGRATH - Two tired eyes are 
sleeping
Two willing hands are still
For one who suffered far too 
much
Is resting in God’s will
You never said goodbye to us
Perhaps it’s just as well
We never could have said 
goodbye
To the one we loved so well,
we love and miss you every day.
- Your loving children, Caroline, 
Josie, Denise, Christopher, son-
in-law Kevin and grandchildren.
xxx
McTAGGART - Precious and 
loving memories of our mum, 
nana, sister and aunt, Mary (née 
Nicolson) who died August 23, 
2011 and also our dear dad and 
granpa John who died December 
25, 2005.
We miss you both
Our hearts are sore
With each new day
We miss you more
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you’re always 
there.
- Love Christina, Ian and Philina, 
Martin, James, Andrew and Ellie 
xxxxxxx
NICHOLSON - Malcolm.
Loving husband of the late Jessie, 
died August 11, 2001.
- Loved and always remembered.
xxxxx
OWEN - In memory of my dear 
husband, Robert, who passed 
away on August 25, 1997.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every day.
- Jean
OWEN - In memory of our dear 
dad and grandpa who passed 
away on August 25, 1997.
Forever in our thoughts and 
prayers.
- Tom, Lily, Elizabeth and 
families.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife Heather, 
who died August 17, 2007.
No tomorrows for us to share
But yesterday’s memories will 
always be there
Dearly loved and sadly missed.
- Donald.

GRADUATIONS

‘I’M NOT religious but I do have 
my spiritual side.’

It is not uncommon to hear 
such a statement today. Organ-
ised religion does not always 
get a good name but an entirely 
materialistic view of life is rather 
bleak.

So why not cultivate your 
own spirituality without getting 
entangled with the deadweight 
of institutional religion?

This approach chimes with 
what a lot of non-Western people 

A CARPET of bottle-tops, half 
a dead cow, Christmas trees and 
a sea of plastic are among the 
items causing a ‘nightmare’ at 
Benderloch’s recycling point.

Residents of the village are 
becoming increasingly frustrated 
by the condition the facility has 
been left in, with some even 
reporting people relieving 
themselves in the sheltered area 
near the village shop.

Ardchattan Community 
Council is to request more 
regular uplifts from the council 
to help address the growing litter 
problem at the recycling area - as 
well as better lining bags for the 
bins - in a bid to stop the site 
being abused.

Speaking at last week’s 
meeting of the community 
council, chairwoman Margaret 

has become a nightmare.  As you 
all know, we’ve had numerous 
emails about it.  I think when 

Thought for the Week
Time for Spirituality

have made of Christianity when 
it has been introduced to them 
over the past century or two.

It has its attractions but, in its 
modern Western form, it ap-
peared to many folk elsewhere 
in the world to be excessively 
bureaucratic, institutional and 
intellectual. What they did 
was to set about recovering the 
spiritual character from which 
Christian faith originally drew 
its inspiration.

Whereas Westerners have been 

ability to manage everything, 
elsewhere people have looked to 
the power of the Holy Spirit and 
the life of faith has come alive 
for them. Why not take a leaf out 
of their book? Jesus’ last words 
to his friends, ‘receive the Holy 
Spirit’, echo down to our ears. A 
recovery of Christianity’s origi-
nal spiritual dimension might be 
just what is needed.
Kenneth Ross, Parish Minister 
Netherlorn.

the gentleman was quite right - it 
was absolutely disgusting.

‘To me, the biggest problem 
we have is people using it as a 
dumping ground. Just recently 
there was a great deal of general 
rubbish and while there are 
suggestions about where it came 
from, people are using it in the 
incorrect manner.

‘Also the collection could be 
better.

‘The lorry comes to take the 
recyclables away but the general 
rubbish is just left.

‘To be fair, when we complain 
about it, it is cleaned up, but I 
can’t work out when the site is 
actually supposed to be emptied.
It strikes me that it’s not on any 
particular rota.’

Members agreed that the 
situation was frustrating and 
agreed to ask the council for a 
regular uplift, while councillor 
Elaine Robertson said she was 
trying to get answers from the 

all this. To me, there are times in 
summer when things get a bit 
out of hand. Most of the year it 
works successfully though.’

Monday after the Lorn Show 
- and I don’t know if they’re 
responsible - there was a lot of 
rubbish left.  We maybe need to 
speak to someone to see if they 
know about it.’

Speaking after the meeting, 
Duncan Buchanan, chairman 
of the Lorn Show, said the site 
was cleared by the committee 
afterwards, who had hired a skip 
for that.

anyone would bother taking 
rubbish to Benderloch from 
Tralee when we had a skip. As 
far as I know, nobody did; unless 
it was one of the stands.

‘But when there’s a facility 

hard to believe.’

Growing anger 
over rubbish at  
recycling point
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LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.

and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£600

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

A MacLullich, Nant Drive, Oban
L Walker, Ashburn Road, Milngavie

Gavin McGhie won the heaviest fish competition with his 10lb 
skate.

THE SECOND week of Plockton 
Small Boat Sailing Club’s 80th 
annual regatta fortnight began in 
mixed weather and mainly light 
winds throughout.

The previous day the postponed yacht 

time, with 10 yachts entered. 1 Teo Becu 
(Saorsa) from Broadford; 2 John ‘Bodach’ 
Mackenzie (Storm Mhor) from Portree; 3 
- James Shaw (Pacer) from Portree.

Monday: ladies’ centreboard race 
for the Achwirin Rose Bowl - 1 Sarah 

Robertson (Saorsa); 2 Lauren Glasgow 
(Fantas); 3 Michelle Baron (Feva).  

Third Plockton Trophy race (12 lo-
cal boats and 10 centreboards sailed) 
- 1 Aonghais Rowe (Spindrift); 2 Michael 
Hay (Nan); 3 Colin McAndrew (Sirius).

Centreboard race for the 4th Ulluva 
Cup race and 1st Sgeur Bhuidhe Cup - 1 
James S Smith (Laser); 2 Terry Kitchen 
(Vision); 3 Robin Smith (Laser).

- 1 Katie Amos (Spindrift); 2 Becky 
Sweeney (Shamal); 3 Amanda Sweeney 
(Saranna C). Boys race (six entries) - 1 Ian 

Bullivant (Spindrift); 2 James Grocock 
(Shamal); 3 Cameron Sharp (Rona).

The ex-commodores’ race (local boats) 
had nine entries but only one boat com-
pleted the shortened course in very calm 
conditions, Ian Hay (Seolta)

Fifth Ulluva Cup and second Sgeir 
Bhuidhe Cup race - 1 James Smith (La-
ser); 2 Robin Smith (Laser); 3 Guy Smith 
(Wayfarer).

Trophy race - 1 Morag Amos (Eala 
Bhan); 2 Ian Hay (Seolta); 3 Colin 
McAndrew (Sirius). Ian Hay (Seolta) won 
the Plockton Trophy - his fourth of the 
fortnight - with seven points. Runner up 
and winner of the Fred Allan Galleon 
was Colin McAndrew (Sirius) with eight 
points. Third equal were Morag Amos 
(Eala Bhan) and Douglas Hamilton 
(Ajax) with nine points - 13 boats took 
part in the series.

Fifth Ulluva Trophy race and third 

- 1 James Smith (Laser); 2 Robin Smith 
(Laser); 3 Terry Kitchen (Vision). Sgeir 
Bhuidhe Cup - winner, James Smith, four 
points; 2 Robin Smith (James’ brother), 
nine points; 3 Terry Kitchen, 11 points 
- 11 boats took part in the series.

Thursday: the postponed long distance 
race for local boats was held but again 
conditions were very calm for nine boats 
and the course had to be shortened. 1 Ian 
hay (Nan); 2 Joy Mackenna (Sea Ranger); 
3 Aonghais Rowe (Spindrift). Sixth and 

Glasgow (Fantas); 2 James Smith (Laser); 
3 Terry Kitchen (Vision). Ulluva Cup 

winner - Lauren Glasgow (13 points); 2 
Terry Kitchen (16 points); 3 Guy Smith 
(22 points) - 16 boats took part in the 
series.

-
ing competition, with yachts and large 

Knight in his yacht won the cup with 119 
mackerel weighing 47 pounds. Winner of 

Gavin McGhie with a 10 pound skate.
In the evening, Plockton hall was 

packed to capacity for the concert, with 
Fionnlagh Byrne chairman and cups and 
prizes presented by the commodore’s 
girlfriend Fiona Mackenzie.

The commodore also announced the 
winner of the Starminx Starters cup as 
Douglas Hamilton (Ajax) and Iain Bul-
livant as winner of the Junior Endeavour 
Cup.

Winner of the Dolan Mackenzie Perch 
Trophy was Kenneth MacRae, winning it 
for the sixth time in seven years. At the 
following dance, music was by Ian Weir 
and his Scottish dance band.

Saturday: nine boats took part in the 

Reid (Saranna C). Dancing followed on 
the street to Colin Donaldson and his 
band, with the added attraction of the 
Chicago Pipe Band, which delighted the 
large crowd. So ended a very successful 
regatta fortnight, in which 13 local boats 
took part.

Mixed weather conditions at Plockton Regatta

Donnie Campbell looks on as Paul Kerr and Kilbowie Union’s Ryan Halpin challenge for the ball in midfield. 08_t34saints08

Union have no answer to slick Saints
SAFL Premier Division

Oban Saints 4
Kilbowie Union 0

game of the season last Saturday 
when they took on Kilbowie 
Union at Glencruitten.
This was Kilbowie’s second 

visit to the town in two weeks. 
The previous Saturday the 
Clydebank side defeated Oban 
Athletic 3-1 in a friendly but 
there was no  way that win would 
be repeated as Saints turned in 

resounding 4-0 victory.
 The Oban side took the lead 

saw the ball being fed out to 

across the face of the goals for 
Allan MacKay to force the ball 
home from close range.
Saints took a two-goal lead in 

the 14th minute after some excel-
lent work from Brian MacKay. 
The ball was played through 
to his namesake Allan who in 
turn squared the ball to Donnie 
Campbell who despatched a well 
place shot past Union keeper 
David Coote.

Rattled
Kilobowie were rattled as the 

Saints’ attack came forward in 
waves, but credit to them they 

the interval when Allan MacKay 
netted a well taken goal and then 

a minute later Brian MacKay 
was brought down in the box 
leaving referee John Gallagher 
from East Kilbride, no option 
but to point to the spot.   
Mattie Rippon stepped up and 

slammed the ball home to make 
the half time score 4-0 and kill 
the game off as a contest.
With the game in the bag, man-

ager Iain Jackson used the sec-
ond half to give his substitutes a 
good amount of game time.
Kilbowie looked a lot more 

solid in the second half, although 
the home side did have a couple 
of chances to increase their 
lead. However, there was no 
more scoring and Saints ran out 
comfortable 4-0 winners.

,,

FOOTBALL

Iain Jackson said: ‘We played 
some really good football, the 
passing was crisp and we scored 
good goals. We defended well 
when we had to and never gave 
Union any clear-cut scoring op-
portunities.’
This Saturday Saints travel 

to Balloch to take on newly 
promoted Haldane United in a 
premier division league game.
 The Oban lads defeated Haldane 
2-0 in the Jimmy Marshall Cup 

expecting the same again this 
weekend.

West of Scotland League Cup
Oban Athletic 10

St Andrews 2
OBAN Athletic took on St An-

match of the season and made 
light work of their opponents 
in a straightforward victory.

-
ers missing for the match, which 
was as good as over within just 
30 minutes when Athletic raced 
to a four-goal lead. 
Kris Gillies returned to the 

squad after a lengthy ankle 
injury and made up for lost time 

strike partner Dean Smith also 

netted before his afternoon was 
cut short by a hamstring pull. 

Gillies added another two, 
while Ruari MacLennan, David 
Smith, David Mcphee and the 
impressive Dougal Graham all 
chipped in with goals. 

Annoyed
Manager Calum Fox said he 

was ‘very content’ with his 
side’s performance, adding: I’m 
delighted with how the game 
went, however there are always 
areas to improve on and St 
Andrews were given two slack 
goals. That annoyed me, as we 
should have walked off that pitch 
with a clean sheet. 

‘On a more positive note, we 

missing, but the lads who came 
in did fantastically well, so we 
didn’t miss them at all. 

‘It was actually a good week to 
miss as we were very comfort-
able, but we won’t have an easier 
game this season.’

Athletic will play two more 
home games and two away 
games in their West of Scotland 
League Cup group, from which 
the top two will progress to the 
next round.

FOOTBALL

MEDAL Played Sunday 
the 18th.August: 1 Charles 
Holyoake 78 less 6 Net 72; 2 
Angus MacAllister 91 Less 18 
Net 73; 3 Brian O’Neil 85 Less  
12  Net 73. Css 72.

OBAN and Campbeltown are 
among 70 bowling clubs across 
Scotland opening their doors to 
the community this month.

The clubs are part of Bowls 
Scotland’s £10 Membership 
Initiative, part of the 2014 cam-
paign aiming to introduce 2,014 
new players to bowls before 
the Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games.

Bowls Scotland is leading the 
£10 Membership Initiative by 
helping clubs spread the word 
in their communities, providing 
posters for clubs to advertise lo-
cally, training manuals, template 
coaching plans and teaching 
cards.

As a further incentive Bowls 
Scotland will enter every club 
signing up for the membership 
campaign into a draw for £500 
worth of bowls equipment.

Oban Bowling Club secretary 
Anne MacDougall said: ‘This is 
a great  opportunity to promote 

our club to a wider audience and, 
hopefully, attract people to try 
the game.

‘Our membership numbers are 
slowly declining but there is a 
willingness in our club to bring 
in more members.’

Campbeltown Bowling Club 
secretary Hugh MacDonald 
said: ‘We were attracted to join 
the membership campaign as it 
is being launched on a national 
basis with the support of the 
parent body.

‘Through it we hope to achieve 
an increased awareness of our 
club and hopefully gain new 
members of all ages and sexes.’

The club sessions are planned 
for: Saturday, August 31 at 10am 
and 2pm; Wednesday, September 
4 at 2pm and 6pm; Wednesday, 
September 11 at 2pm and 6pm; 
Saturday, September 14 at 10am 
and 2pm. 

BOWLING

Open doors at Argyll 
bowling clubs

Ten out of ten for Oban Athletic

THIS year saw the 25th an-
niversary of the Isle of Mull 
Half Marathon, 10k and Junior 
Road Races, sponsored by Salen 
Hotel.

A total of 164 runners took 
part across the three events 
and although conditions were 
reasonably good, showers and a 
head wind meant there would be 
no records broken on the special 
anniversary.

The event is organised with 
the focus on creating a fun and 
friendly event for the island, 
although the considerable prize 
money up for grabs meant there 
was great competition, with 
many personal bests set.

An open-topped double-decker 
bus provided by West Coast Mo-
tors and music the Isle of Mull 
Pipe Band were great additions 
to the day.

First male home in the half 
marathon was Robert Gilroy 
from Ronhill Cambuslang Har-

female was Marina McCallum 
from Clydesdale Harriers in a 
time of 1:36:37. 

Ruth Marrison 48:51.
First local winners included 

Andrew Reid and Inese Klucane 
in the half marathon and Stuart 
McKie and Laura Mandleberg 
in the 10k.

A contingent of 17 runners 
from Tobermory raising funds 
for a new Scout and Guide Hall 
meant that there was a record 
number of local runners taking 
part.

T-shirts were produced for the 
event as a special feature, but or-
ganisers have decided to provide 
the same quality t-shirt every 
year, as they were so popular.  

Mull and Iona Active Schools 
Co-ordinator Babs Whyte 
said: ‘On Mull, more and more 
people are taking up running. 
Hopefully, one day we will be 
producing our own champions, 
and a local will win the CGL 
Ltd prize of £250 for beating the 
course record of 1.06.54.’

‘On Mull, more and
more people are
taking up running’

DAVID McCuish won the 
recent Glencruitten Trophy with 
a score of 59. Kevin Mackie was 
second with 62 (BIH), Philip 
Murphy was third with a score
of 62. Robert MacIntyre was 
fourth with a score of 63. 

Robert had returned from the 
Home Internationals played at 
Forrest Pines, Liverpool and 

out of a possible six at the 
International event. 

Arvid Fagervold won the 
Chrysler Sunbeam Trophy 
(scratch - 12) with a net score 
of 60 (BIH), Dugal MacLean 
was second on 60 and Finlay 
Sinclair was third with a score 
of 61 (BIH). 

The Wellpark Trophy (h/cap 
13 - 28) was won by Brian 
Meenan (Carnwrath) with a net 
score of 58. A. Millar (Cal-
lendar) was second with 59, J. 
Scott Snr was third on 60 (BIH) 
and Paul Kersley was fourth 
with the same score of 60. 

Nearest The Pin at the second 
hole was Graham Andrew and 

Paul Kersley.
The Ladies’ Bogey Competi-

tion on Thursday, August 8 was 
won by Diana Dalgety (2 up) 
(BIH), and Christine Cameron 
was second with a similar score.

Scott Jordan won the Brittania 
Cup on Saturday with a score of 
73 - 8 = 65.

Christine Cameron won the 
Ladies Handicap Champion-
ship, which was played over 
three rounds, with a score of 
196. Diane Colewell was second 
with 200 and Mary Plunkett 
was third with a score of 203.

GENTS Section: Shell Cup - 1 
Ross Kirsop 31 points; 2 Ewan 
MacCrone 28 points; 3 Graham 
Davidson 24 points.

Junior Section: 6th round 
of the Summer Challenge - 1 
Lewis Wilshire 68-06-62; 2 
William MacCrone 68-05-63; 3 
Oscar Grieve 96-31-65.

The Aggregate Cup for the 
best 4 rounds was won by 
William MacCrone.

TRAIGH Golf Club annual 
championship saw Fraser Weir-
man record a score of 63 to lift 
the Jack Shaw-Stewart trophy.

Weirman’s round put him 
seven shots clear of runner up 
Stephen Jamieson. 

Jordan Coull won the 1-14 
handicap category from James 
Manson, while Al Love won 
the 15-28 category with Ian 

THE FIRST round of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland Cup at Fort 
William Golf Club on Sunday 
saw the top three players record 
the same score.

Kenny Gillespie, Eric Wallace 
and Steve Jamieson all went 
round the course in 81 shots, 
with Gillespie and Wallace 

inward halves.
The tournament had been 

due to be played last Saturday 
but was rained off. The 
second round will be played this 
Saturday.

expected to take part in the Neil 
Hardie Memorial Cup, a white 
box stableford competition. 
Around 50 golfers took part last 
year.

Winners from the Traigh Golf Club championships. 

MacDonald second.
The women’s competition was 

won by Kristy Cameron, with 

the handicap section.
Provost Allan Henderson 

presented Weirman with the 
trophy at a ceremony at the 
end of the day, while Cameron 
was given the Norma Downie 
Quiach by Norma’s daughter 
Noreen Summers.

LADIES: Club Championship 
4th Round Scratch + Medal 
played 13 August -  1 Mairead 
Sim 81; 2 Fiona McGlynn
93; 3 Sandra Elliott 96.
Ladies Club Championship 
Scratch -  1 Mairead Sim
243 (78 81 84); 2 Fiona 
McGlynn 273 (89 91 93); 3 
Carol MacLarty 277 (88 91 98).
Gents: August Tankard played 

18 August -  1 Robert MacLarty
62 (13); 2 Mark Cringean 62 
(21); 3 Mark Bergant 63 (13).

BILLED AS one of the toughest 
endurance events in the country, 
the Big Ben Nevis Triathlon 
returns to Fort William this 
Saturday with around 50 
athletes expected to take part.

Competitors will tackle a 
1.9km swim in Loch Linnhe 
before getting on their bikes for 
a draining 90km cycle along the 
A82 and A86 from Fort William 
to Aberarder and back.

Once they are back at the Old 
Fort, they face a race to the 
summit of Ben Nevis and back 
down again.

The trophies for the winners 
will be handed out at a prizegiv-
ing ceremony at 7pm.

FORT William Cricket Club 
put on a convincing display to 
defeat Fochabers for the loss of 
just one wicket on Sunday.

After bowling out their op-
ponents for just 50 runs, Fort set 
about making their 51-run total 
with as little fuss as possible. 
Davy Duncan top scored with 
30 runs.

The heavy rain on Saturday 
forced Fort’s game against 
Highland at the BA Club to be 
postponed, the sixth time in 15 
ties a Fort match has been hit by 
bad weather this season.

TRIATHLON

Ben Nevis Triathlon

CRICKET

Convincing win for 
Fort William CC

David MacCuish - winner of the 
Glencruitten Trophy. 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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Kyles edge out 
Newtonmore in 

‘We played a new tactical element in our forward 
line that Newtonmore couldn’t deal with’

Taynuilt’s Marc Beaton and Lochside’s Jamie Kerr in a tussle for 
the ball during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest South Division

One match.  Lochside won 5-0.  Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Kyles Athletic pictured with the Artemis Macaulay Cup after their thrilling 4-3 win over Newtonmore last Saturday.   Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Kyles Athletic’s Roddie MacDonald  gets his block in as Newtonmore’s Cameron Binnie tries to clear 
the ball.   Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Referee Colin MacDonald shows Newtonmore’s Jamie Robinson a 
red card during the final. 

Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Friday 16 August
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Newtonmore 2 v 4 Kingussie 

Saturday 17 August
Artemis Macaulay Cup Final
Kyles Ath 4 - 3 Newtonmore

Orion Group Premiership
Kingussie 0 - 1 Fort William
Kinlochshiel 1 - 2 Lovat
Glenurquhart 3 - 1 Lochaber

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Beauly 2 - 1 Caberfeidh

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Newtonmore 2 - 4 Kingussie
Glenurquhart 3 - 0  Aberdeen U
Kinlochshiel 1 - 4 Beauly
Lovat 4 - 1 Fort William

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie v Strathspey
Postponed - match rescheduled 
for 24th August  
Caberfeidh 2 - 2  Lewis
Lochbroom 1 - 5 Inverness
Lochcarron 2 - 0 Boleskine

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 5 - 0 Taynuilt
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1 - 0 Bute

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Ballachulish 4 - 1 Aberdour
Tayforth 1 - 0  Inveraray

Saturday 24 August
Orion Group Premiership
Lochaber v Fort William
Ted McDonald
Oban Camanachd v Lovat
Deek Cameron
Kyles Athletic v Inveraray
Graham Cameron - 3pm
Kingussie v Newtonmore
David Mitchell - 405pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Strathglass v Beauly
John MacLeod 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel
John Matheson - 1pm
Aberdeen Uni v Skye
Neil Ferguson
Beauly v Fort William
John Angus Gillies
Glengarry v Lovat
John MacGregor

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Lewis v Lochbroom
Archie Ritchie
Lochcarron v Inverness
Ronnie Campbell 
Kilmallie v Strathspey
Dunkie Kerr 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glasgow MA v Oban Celtic
Colin MacDonald - 1pm 
Bute v Strachur
Daniel MacRae
Taynuilt v Glenorchy
David Stafford

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Kyles Athletic v Ballachulish
Alex MacVicar - 12pm
(Throw-ups 2pm unless stated)

Youth Fixtures
Friday 23 August 
MacMaster Cup Semi Finals
Skye v Kingussie   
Archie Ritchie - 6.45pm
(at Castle Leod, Strathpeffer)
Kilmallie v  Oban Camanachd
Innes Woods - 6.45pm
(at The Jubilee, Ballachulish)

Marine Harvest
Under 14 League Division 3
Glenurquhart v Caberfeidh

Brian MacDonald and David Smart battle it out during Glenurquhart’s vital 3-1 win over Lochaber 
on Saturday. Photo: Donald Cameron

and tactical nous saw KYLES 
ATHLETIC win a thrilling 

Having gone a goal down after 
just eight minutes, when ’More’s 
Danny MacRae struck, the 
Tighnabruaich men equalised 
through Thomas Whyte, before 
going ahead courtesy of a Rod-
die MacDonald goal just before 
half time.

MacRae hit his second goal of 
the game four minutes into the 
second half, as the game contin-
ued to swing from end to end.

But after 62 minutes Roberto 
Zavaroni played in his brother, 
David, to score Kyles’ third 
and Newtonmore’s misery was 
compounded further from the 
resulting throw-up when ’More 
centre Jamie Robinson appeared 
to swing his stick dangerously 
and was red carded by referee 
Colin MacDonald.

Although the 11 men of New-
tonmore managed to score an 
equaliser through Glen Mackin-

and talisman Roddie MacDonald 
hit the winner from a tight angle 
on 72 minutes.

Macaulay Association secre-
tary David Hamilton described 
the game as ‘a real spectacle’.

Kyles trainer James Perlich 
said his side had proved a large 
number of doubters wrong with 

‘A lot of people talked about 

never-say-die attitude but forgot 
that we are a good shinty team 
and that we have a good record 
against Newtonmore. There was 
no reason for us to be written off 
like that.

‘We played a new tactical 
element in our forward line that 
Newtonmore couldn’t deal with. 

their pre-match talk but we let 
our boys do their talking on the 
pitch. They played really well.’

Perlich said he was aware of 
his side’s upcoming challenge 
against Inveraray this weekend 
and has told the Kyles players 
to get the two points and secure 
premier league survival.

‘We are not happy with eighth 
position and these are two points 
we need to win at home,’ he 
said.

NEWTONMORE go into this 
Saturday’s clash with Kingussie 
looking to bounce back from last 
weekend’s Artemis Macaulay 

Manager PJ MacKintosh un-
derlined that his side were just a 
point ahead of Lovat and needed 
to pick up wins to secure the title, 
despite many observers seeing 
the league as already won.

‘We’ve still got to go out there 
and win this league. We’ve still 
got some tough games to play, if 
you look at our run in there’s no 
easy games in there. And Lovat 
already have the points on the 
board.

‘It’s crucial we get result and 
get back to winning ways.’

MacKintosh said Kyles had 

deserved their win on the day, 
but was not happy with the 
performance of referee Colin 
MacDonald, who sent off captain 
Jamie Robinson and disallowed 
two goals.

‘It was never a sending off, it 
was a yellow at best. As for the 
two disallowed goals, he said 
the second one was for a kick. 
I’ve watched it back on TV and I 
can’t see a kick.

‘But on Saturday Kyles were 
the better team. They were 

ball and we never seemed to get 
out of second gear.’

KINGUSSIE will be missing 

for this Saturday’s derby match 
against Newtonmore.

Lee Bain, Savio Genini, Ron-
ald Ross, Ryan Borthwick and 
Barrie Dallas are all unavailable, 
but Fraser and Louis Munro are 
both expected to be in the start-
ing line-up for the Badenoch 
derby, which is being televised 
on BBC Alba.

Manager Russell Jones told 

to everyone, and no matter where 
we are in the league we’d always 
want to beat Newtonmore. 

‘Everyone enjoys these games, 
we’ll just be looking for a result. 
We would rather we had every-
one available though, that’s for 
sure.

‘I watched their game at the 
weekend, and Kyles played them 
well but they were maybe a bit 
unlucky with some of the deci-
sions that went against them.’

Orion Group Premiership after 
falling to a disappointing 1-0 
loss at home to Fort William last 
weekend, with Jones saying the 
visitors deserved both points.

all over it, but in the last 20-25 
minutes they looked more likely. 
We couldn’t have any complaints 
about the result. It just wasn’t 
our day.’

LOCHABER’S
the 2013 season sees them take 
on local rivals Fort William at 
Spean Bridge on Saturday.

After their remarkable run 
under interim boss Robert John-
stone any relegation worries are 
long gone for Lochaber - unlike 

-
ing for their lives at the bottom.

Johnstone told The Oban 
Times he wanted to end on a 
positive note with a win that 

points from 18 games.

struggling just now but it won’t 
be an easy game . I’d like to get 
the points if possible, and if they 
work hard enough they can get 
the win but Fort William won’t 
make it easy.’

A number of players will 
be available for selection, 
with Kevin Ferguson, Donald 
MacRae, Ian Love and Neil 
MacDonald all expected to 
return to the squad.

Lochaber’s eight game un-

beaten run came to an end last 
weekend with a 3-1 loss away 
to Glenurquhart, with Zands 
Ferguson getting a consolation 
for the Spean Bridge side.

up for it and our side just didn’t 
perform. We didn’t play as well 
as we should have.’

Hope springs eternal for FORT 
WILLIAM in the Orion Group 
Premiership after a crucial 1-0 
win at Kingussie.

Now the An Aird side must at-
tempt to notch another vital win 
on the road in their bid to escape 
the drop, this time at local rivals 
Lochaber.

Co-manager Victor Smith 
expects to have an almost un-
changed squad at his disposal, 
with the exception of Duncan 
Rodger who took a knock 
against Kings and is a doubt for 
Saturday.

‘We should have the same squad 
we have had for the past six or 
seven weeks, which helps us. 
We will be looking to get a least 
a point but a win would be great, 
although I’m sure Lochaber will 
be of the same mind.

‘Against Kingussie I thought 

although both teams were very 
young the standard was quite 
high.

‘The Dell was fantastic - you 
could have played snooker on 
it. In the second half we had the 
wind behind us and had most of 
he attacking play.

‘Daniel Stewart hit the cross-
bar and then got his goal in the 
83rd minute, which he really 
deserved.’

room before the game there was 
no pressure because everyone 
expected us to lose. The boys 
played in a relaxed manner - and 
this time got the goal that mat-
tered, which has not been the 
case in recent weeks.’ 

OBAN CAMANACHD play-
ers must play for pride and for 
places in the team, as manager 
Gussie Campbell admitted he 
had one eye on next season.

The Oban side are resigned 
to the fate of relegation and the 

will be used to try out the next 
batch of promising youngsters.

-
ing games we have are about 
building for next year, so we 
will give some of our young 
boys a run out.’

The team host the Orion Group 
Premiership’s second-placed 
team, Lovat, this Saturday.

said Campbell. ‘So we know we 
will be up against it.

‘But we have three games 
to win back a bit of pride and 

of hard luck stories.’
Campbell is already looking to 

strengthen for next season and 
says he is keen to bring Mattie 
Rippon and Lorne Dickie back 
to the club.

There was further good news 
for Camanachd as Scott Mac-
Millan came through a game for 
Lochside Rovers last weekend, 
as he recovers from a leg injury.

LOVAT travel to Oban Cama-
nachd just a point behind Orion 
Group Premiership leaders New-
tonmore after their 2-1 win at 
Kinlochshiel.

Coach Allan MacRae will 
demand another strong perform-
ance from his team to ensure 
they claim at least second spot  in 
the league, a goal fast becoming 
a mathematical certainty as the 

series of results.
MacRae will be without in-

who has a broken thumb, while 
defender Drew Howie is sus-
pended.

On the plus side, captain Cal-
lum Cruden returns to the back 
line from his suspension.

‘We have one out and one back 
in, so it’s not so bad. I was quite 
impressed with Oban the last 
time we played them and they 
have perhaps been unlucky - it is 

points in.
‘Oban are sure to give us a 

on.’
MacRae was delighted to come 

away from Kirkton with both 
points on Saturday, a result that 
keeps the pressure on Newton-
more.

with the display - we tested 
their keeper quite a lot and had a 
penalty saved as well.’

A second-minute Iain Nicolson 
goal and a Lorne MacKay strike 
midway through the second half 
proved just enough for Lovat. 
Finlay MacRae scored for ’Shiel 
in the 25th minute.

KINLOCHSHIEL have a free 

weekend to regroup in prepara-
tion for the visit of Newtonmore 
next Saturday.

That time might come in handy 
for the Lochalsh men, who 
despite performing creditably 
in recent matches - a notable 
1-1 draw at Kyles foremost 
among those - still need a couple 
of points from their last two 
games to be absolutely safe from 
relegation.

They could, and arguably 
should, have bagged at least one 

a way past Stuart MacDonald, 
save for Finlay’s MacRae 25th 
minute goal,

played very, very well but their 
goalkeeper was outstanding. It 
was a very close game and we 
should have got at least a draw 
but we are just not hitting the 
goals at the moment, I’m afraid.

‘Conditions were very wet but 
during the game it did not rain 
too much and the pitch held up 
really well, so that’s a tribute to 
our groundsman Bert Loades.

‘The next one is a big one at 
home to Newtonmore - and they 

than that. Hopefully by that time 
we will have all the guys who 
have been cup-tied back with 
us.’

big improvement since we played 
Oban and I have no complaints 
about how the boys are perform-
ing now.’

INVERARAY will be going all 
out to beat Kyles this weekend, 
as the Tighnabruaich men have 
so far dominated their Argyll 
rivals this season.

Saturday’s game in Tighnab-

of the sides this season; Kyles 
lead the head-to-head 3-1, cru-
cially winning a Celtic Society 

’Aray player-manager Garry 
MacPherson said beating the 
newly-crowned Macaulay Cup 
champions in their own back 
yard would give his side a huge 

‘It would be a really good week 
to beat Kyles,’ he said.

Newtonmore last Saturday and 
they look really good just now.

‘We need the two points to be 
safe from relegation, but they are 
not completely safe in the league 
and will be up for it too.’

GLENURQUHART moved up 
to third in the Orion Group Pre-
miership with a 3-1 win against 
in-form Lochaber at Blairbeg 
Park last Saturday.

The Drumnadrochit men got 

minute. 
Neale Reid doubled the lead 

league goal of 2013, only to see 
Lochaber pull one back in the 
17th minute. 

Reid secured the victory with 

goal in his last six league games.
With just one point separating 

third from seventh, Glen are 
unlikely to hold on to third place 
by the end of the season, but are 
almost certainly safe from the 
threat of relegation.

Glen do not have a game this 

on Kyles Athletic. No date has 
yet been set for the tie.

OBAN CELTIC president David 
Hamilton knows his side will be 
up against it on Saturday when 
they travel to play title-chasing 
Glasgow Mid Argyll this Satur-
day.

Having suffered from injuries 
and indifferent form in recent 
weeks, Celtic still need to pick 
up points to retain a Macaulay 

season.

something from the game.’

GLENORCHY will hope to 
follow up their tremendous 2-0 
win over Glasgow Mid Argyll 
two weeks ago with victory in 
this weekend’s Cruachanside 
derby.

Grant MacPherson and Kieran 
McKay were the scorers when 
the Dalmally men overcame the 
table-toppers from Glasgow, who 
had previously only conceded 
three goals in 12 games.

And the team hopes to take its 
recent good form into the match 
at Taynuilt this Saturday.

TAYNUILT manager Willie 
Gillies said a lack of available 
players is affecting his side’s 
run-in this season.

But it has also given some of 
the team’s youngsters the chance 
to shine, with teenager Ryan Gil-
lies the pick of the players in last 
week’s 5-0 defeat to Lochside 
Rovers.

Gillies was keen to play down 
the expectation on his team this 
weekend, indicating the Cruach-
anside derby against Glenorchy 
was no more important than 
derbies against the Oban teams.

be different to any other game. I 
know the boys also see the Oban 
games as derbies.’

Last weekend’s heavy defeat 
can be explained, in part, to 

Camanachd regulars.

Campbell ran the show in 

good team.’

GLENGARRY face the tough 
task of welcoming league con-
tenders Lovat to Invergarry this 
Saturday.

Ewen Cameron’s men are 
locked in a relegation battle with 
Kinlochshiel and Aberdeen Uni-
versity. All three sides currently 
have eight points, but ’Garry at 
least have games in hand over 
both.

The last game between ’Garry 
and Lovat in May was a close 
affair, with Lovat running out 
2-1 winners.

But if ’Garry want to avoid 
slipping down a division, they 
will need to start picking up 
points as soon as possible.
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Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate west south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 18ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 14ºC to 17ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers
Outlook Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 14ºC to 16ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, August 22, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  00.21 0.5 06.17 4.0 12.40      0.3        18.38     4.3
Fri  01.02 0.5 06.52 4.0 13.20      0.4        19.15     4.2     
Sat  01.41 0.6 07.27 3.9 14.00      0.5        19.50     4.0
Sun  02.19 0.8 07.59 3.7 14.37      0.8        20.24     3.8
Mon  02.57 1.0 08.31 3.5 15.15 1.1         20.59    3.5
Tues       03.38       1.3 09.05 3.3 15.57 1.4 21.37     3.2
Wed  04.25   1.5 09.46 3.1 16.46 1.7 22.27      2.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

13

Milngavie and 
Bearsden win 
Development Sixes

ATHLETICS

SHINTY

FOOTBALL

GOLF

SAFL fixtures for 
this Saturday

RUGBY

A delighted Kyles Athletic captain Robbie MacLeod holds aloft the Artemis Macaulay Cup after his team’s dramatic 4-3 win over 
Newtonmore last Saturday. See page 27.    Photo: Stephen Lawson 

THE 50TH season of Oban 
Lorne Rugby Football Club was 
also its most successful and as 
the new season begins, the club 
has had its success celebrated 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

The local authority was 
represented by Depute Provost 
Dougie Philand and local 
councillors Roddy McCuish, 
Fred Hall and Elaine Robertson 
at a drinks reception in the 
clubhouse for members and 
supporters.

Councillor McCuish was 
among 700 supporters was at 

-

as they lifted the RBS National 
Bowl. They also won their 
league, West Division Three. 

Oban Lorn Ladies secured 
promotion to National League, 

National Bowl competition and 

competition.

Well deserved civic 
reception for Oban 
Lorne Rugby Club

A SPORTING rivalry develop-
ing in the youth ranks of Scot-
tish athletics has spurred on a 
Kilmore youngster to win gold 
at the Scottish Athletics National 
Championships.

Fourteen-year-old Ben Coates, 
from Kilmore, claimed the 

-
ships at Scotstoun, beating his 
previous personal best by half a 
second.

But more importantly Ben got 
the better of close rival Charles 
Dineen, of Central Athletics 
Club, who beat him in the recent 
Scottish School Championships.

Ben, who was representing 
Mid Argyll Athletics Club, said: 
‘I knew I was quick enough to 
win but you never know if you 
are going to produce your best.

‘I was delighted to have won 
the gold medal but it felt good to 
beat Charles and get back on top. 
We are good friends off the track 
but when it comes to racing I re-
ally want to beat him.

‘So when he beat me at the 
Scottish Schools Championships 

Scottish youth international Ben Coates has become national 
under-16 champion at 100m hurdles. 16_t34ben01

I really stepped up my training. 
The loss gave me a bit of a kick, 

the national championships and 

he placed sixth.
As well as his developing 

rivalry, Ben is also helped by 
coaching from Brian Winning in 
Livingston, who has helped him 
with his hurdling technique.

‘I was jumping too high over 
the hurdles, instead of sprinting 

youth international. 
‘I was also doing a lot of sprint 

training and not as much tech-
nique work, so that is something 

Ben will compete at the 
upcoming Pitlochry Highland 
Games as he brings the outdoor 
season to a close.

From there, he enters the 
indoor season where he plans to 

order to improve his stamina.

Gold medal for Ben at
Scottish Championships

stock continues to rise after the 
Oban teenager was selected for 
a Great Britain and Ireland team 
to take on Europe for the Jacques 
Leglise Trophy.

Announcing the squad on 
Tuesday this week, the R&A 
included Robert in the nine-man 
team aiming to win back the 

call-up has now given him the 

Great Britain 
and Ireland 
call-up for 
Oban golfer 

the junior Ryder Cup team for 
next season.

The Jacques Leglise Trophy 
Match is played annually be-
tween boys representing Great 
Britain and Ireland and the 
Continent of Europe. 

Robert, who plays out of 
Glencruitten Golf Club, said the 
call-up to the Great Britain and 
Ireland team came as a shock, 
despite a trophy-laden season 
so far.

Robert has this year won 
both Scottish junior majors, 
the national youths and the 
boys strokeplay, and also won 

for Scotland at the recent Boys 
Home International.

Robert told The Oban Times: 
‘I got the phone call to say I 
was in the team on Sunday but 
I actually ignored the phone call 
because I was out on the course.

returned the call that I found 
out. 

‘I was jumping around the 
house because it was such a 

included because this is the big-Robert MacIntyre.

PREMIER Division - Haldane 
United v Oban Saints; Premier 
Division One - Campbeltown 
Pupils v Rolls Royce EK; 
Premier Division Two - East 
Kilbride v Lochgilphead Red 

v Tarbert. 

THE SOUTH of Scotland 
Development Sixes Finals took 
place before the Macaulay Cup 

-
ten Rugby Pitch and it was a 
team from Glasgow that took 
top honours.

Six teams from across 
Scotland participated in the 
curtain raiser and played in a 
round robin format before the 

Bearsden beat Oban Celtic.
Celtic must have fancied their 

already beaten the Glasgow 

central belt team was enough to 
seal the victory and help them 
to retain the trophy.

The trophy was presented to 
the winning captain by Archie 
Robertson, president of the 
Camanachd Association.

Groundsman Ian Hay and his 
team were praised for maintain-
ing the good condition of the 
pitch, despite torrential showers.

Tournament organiser, Argyll 
and Bute Shinty Development 

thanked referees Alex MacVicar 
and Gussie Campbell, Oban 
Rugby Club for the use of their 

Foods, which provided a buffet 
for the players and travelling 
spectators. 

A BUDDING kart racer from 
Lorn will have his toughest test 
yet as he joins a team for the 

weekend.
Ben Allward, from Appin, will 

return to the Teeside Autodrome, 
the largest kart track in Europe, 
for the second time, having pre-
viously gained a podium place at 
the venue when he competed in 
the British Rental Kart Champi-
onship.

Having gone through the youth 
karting ranks since the age of 
eight, Ben needs sponsorship 
to progress in the sport and is 
grateful for his chance to race in 

He said: ‘There will up to 70 

Kart Race and our team, BRKC 
Squadra Abarth, were third last 
time out.

Ben will race in the Club Hire 
category, reaching speeds of up 

currently seeking sponsorship 
in order to compete in Formula 

Tough test 
for Appin 
kart racer

KART RACING

Tim Brand in action 
during the World Age 
Group Duathlon in 
Canada. 

at the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) 
has returned from Ottawa, 
Canada, after representing 
Great Britain at the World 
Age Group Duathlon.

and second Brit at the race 

The duathlon is made up 

Tim said: ‘I was really 
happy with the result, as I 

in the British championship 
and sixth in the Scottish 
championship earlier this 

As a whole, Team GB won 

six bronzes.

Tim runs for Great
Britain in World
Age Group Duathlon

DUATHLON

gest event I am eligible to play 
in.

junior Ryder Cup a more real 
prospect and I will be making 
sure I perform well next year 
to have a chance of making that 

An extra thrill for Robert 
was receiving the news from 
Peter McEvoy OBE, one of the 

players and now chairman of the 
R&A selectors.

Mr McEvoy said: ‘We have 
some very talented young play-

that we can regain the trophy. 
‘They have all played in the 

Boys Home Internationals and 
playing in the Jacques Leglise 
Trophy will give them even more 
experience of team competition 
which will stand them in good 

The Great Britain and Ireland 

Jacques Leglise Trophy includes 
four Scots. Last year the team 

Portmarnock. 
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NHS HIGHLAND has defended 
its decision to put the former 
Belhaven Ward in Fort William 
up for sale on the open market.

A ‘for sale’ sign appeared 
outside the building on Achintore 
Road last week with an asking 
price of £250,000.

But Lochaber councillor 
Bren Gormely said he had been 
assured the building would be 
sold to local charity Lochaber 
Care and Repair at less than 
market value.

He told The Oban Times: ‘For 
the past several months there 
has been talks about transferring 

VEGETABLES, home baking and home 
produce were the main attractions at the 12th

annual Caol Gardening Show in Caol Com-
munity Centre on Sunday. 

array of cakes and treats, while local garden-

Gayle Rand was again a big winner, picking 
up prizes for most points in the vegetables 
section, most points overall and best exhibit 
on show.

Trophies
Vic MacPherson’s produce helped him 

take home a haul of trophies, with Amanda 
Spence getting most points in the baking.

Youngster Logan Spence ended the day 
with a number of rosettes after doing well in 
the children’s classes.

Councillor Eddie Hunter handed out the 
trophies at the end of the day.

He said: ‘It never fails to amaze me the 
quantity and quality of exhibits at this show. 
It’s absolutely amazing.’

PASSENGERS on the Fort William to 
London sleeper on Monday nearly had 
to forego their journey after a fault was 
discovered on the train. 

Those travelling south on the 7.50pm 
service were able to catch an additional 
train to Edinburgh where they were 
transferred to a sleeper headed for 
London.

A ScotRail spokesperson said: ‘We 
apologise to any sleeper customers 
inconvenienced by the train fault. 
Despite the disruption, customers 
arrived at London Euston on time.’

POLICE have drafted in 20 

Highlands and Islands to help 
crackdown on the spate of rural 
thefts which have hit Lochaber, 
Skye and Lochalsh in recent 
months.

Police Scotland’s ‘Operation 
Engage’ is in response to more 
than 70 thefts which have been 
reported since April 1.

It is estimated the total value of 
goods stolen exceeds £55,000. 

Police road checks have been 
set up on the four main routes 
into the area - A82 south, A82 
north, the A828 from Oban and 
the A86.

And a mix of uniform and 

be patrolling in the area over 
coming weeks.

Local area commander Chief 
Inspector Derek Paterson said 
the checks would help prevent 
people coming into Lochaber to 
steal.

Speaking to The Oban Times at 
a road check in Glencoe, he said: 
‘We believe those responsible 
come from outwith the area and 
are dipping in and out of the area 
on the same day, so what we’re 
trying to do here is either detect 
and disrupt them, or discourage 
them from coming.

‘At the same we’re also 
appealing to members of the 
public to take reasonable 
precautions for security to their 
own properties.

‘This means ensuring vehicles 
are locked at night, not leaving 
valuables in them, securing 
outboard motors to boats and not 

NHS HIGHLAND (NHSH) is 
offering GPs ‘golden hellos’ to 
persuade them to join a remote 
Lochaber practice being set up 
as a model for rural Scotland.

An earlier attempt in April 
to recruit candidates of suit-
able quality to the newly formed 
West Lochaber Medical Practice 
(WLMP) proved unsuccessful, 
despite early indications of a 
positive response.

Now renewed efforts are 
being made to recruit seven 
GPs required to make the new 
practice workable. The job pack-
age includes an annual salary 
of £75,000 with 12 to 14 weeks’ 
annual leave. 

The start date for WLMC, 
which is being spearheaded by 
GP Iain Gartshore at Mallaig and 
Arisaig Medical Practice, has 
been pushed back to February 
3, 2014, by which time Strontian 
will have been without its own 
GP for 18 months.

Locum GPs are currently pro-
viding cover until more salaried 
GPS are hired. The Oban Times
understand one commutes from 
Portugal.

Jac Crosbie, secretary of West 
Ardnamurchan Community 
Council, is concerned that the 
process is taking so long - and 
whether ‘golden hellos’ will 
work.

She told The Oban Times: ‘It 
does seem a bit ridiculous with it 
being a very well paid job.

‘I would have imagined the 
people who would want to come 
and work here would not be mo-
tivated by a bit of extra money. It 
just seems a bit desperate.

‘It is also a bit worrying - the 
locum GPs were told they would 
be working until October, now I 

leaving property leaving around 
unattended - this includes for 
example bikes in gardens.

‘We’re also appealing to the 
public to report any signs of 
suspicious activity, whether 
that be callers to their house 
or vehicles in and around their 
property.

‘This is a low crime area and 
people are very relaxed about 
security, and that’s been taken 
advantage of.’ He continued: ‘It is 
clear when laid out on a map that 
these incidents are happening 
in remote locations across the 
region where properties, vehicles 
and sites are maybe not as closely 
monitored as they would be in 
more populated areas.’

Various items have been 
taken by thieves from homes, 
industrial sites, garages and 
sheds including power tools, 
bikes, televisions and jewellery.

Local councillor Brian Murphy 
said: ‘Police Scotland are doing 
their bit to catch the criminals 
carrying out these thefts, but 
the public need to follow their 
advice to secure their property 
and be more vigilant.’

Lochaber provost Allan 
Henderson added: ‘It is vital that 
we all help protect our property 
by taking heed of this police 
advice. 

‘We must not allow our area to 
be a soft target - on the contrary, 
give this criminal element the 
message to keep out.’

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Police step 

rural crime

Gayle Rand with her prize winning exhibit, and other prize winners on the day. 20_f34flower01

CAOL CO-OP staff will don sun hats 
and shades tomorrow for an in-store 
summer beach party in aid of the Carers 
Trust, the Co-operative’s charity of the 
year for 2013. 

The company aims to raise £5million 
to help fund young carers’ residential 
breaks.

NHS HIGHLAND said offering extra cash as an incentive to 
attract GPs to remote locations was now established practice.

A spokesperson said: ‘Mallaig Practice is covered and run by 
Dr Gartshore and his colleague Dr Schultz. 

‘Small Isles is covered by locum doctors employed by NHS 
Highland - one doctor at any given time - Acharacle is covered 
by locum doctors employed by NHSH - two doctors at any given 
time, sharing on-call. 

‘The golden hello is a national scheme running since 2001 to 
-

ties with recruitment and retention of professionals. 
‘In NHSH we offer this to doctors who have never worked in 

a substantive NHSH post before. This scheme is well known 
and has been running for 12 years. It is regularly mentioned in 
GP adverts and is not a new enticement that has been developed 

believe they have been asked to 
carry on until Christmas. 

‘The right people must be out 
there - I can’t understand why 
anyone would not want to come 
and live here.’

She added: ‘People are pleased 
there has been an acknowledge-
ment that what was in place 
before was not sustainable and 
they are trying to do something 
about it. If they can get the 
people in it would be a much 
more secure set-up. We are still 
hopeful it will come about.’

WLMP, the result of an 
amalgamation of Mallaig and 
Arisaig, the Small Isles and 
Acharacle practices, provides 
medical services to 3,200 pa-
tients scattered over 800 square 
miles of islands, peninsula and 
mainland. 

Two teams of GPs - four 
based at Mallaig Health Centre 
serving patients from Knoydart 
to Glenuig, including the Small 
Isles, and three based at Achara-
cle covering the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula and Strontian - are 
envisaged under a clinical and 
management team leader.

NHSH and the Scottish 
Government is funding the 
innovative new practice, which 
aims to provide its GPs with a 
colleagues’ support network, set 
working hours, guaranteed free 

develop professionally.
WACC will discuss the issue 

at its next meeting on September 
2.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Second bid to 
recruit West 
Lochaber GPs

it to the third sector, and without 
any kind of consultation NHS 
Highland has put it on the open 
market. 

‘Care and Repair is a critical 
service which allows people to 
stay in their homes while they 
receive care.’

Options
NHS Highland head of estates 

Eric Green said no decision had 
been taken about the sale and 
that they were keeping their 
options open.

He said: ‘NHS Highland has 
been in discussions with a third-
sector organisation about the 

property’s future use but has as 
yet received no formal offer from 
that organisation, or indeed any 
other party, for the premises. 

‘While discussions continue, 
we have put the property for sale 
on the open market.

‘However, I should stress 
that putting the building on 
the market does not preclude 
the third-sector organisation 
concerned from pursuing its 
interest in it. We are simply 
keen to ensure that we maximise 
our chances of disposing the 
building.’

Tracy Ligema, NHS Highland’s 

area manager, west, said the sale 
had been discussed at several 
Lochaber District Partnership 
meetings.

Supportive
She said: ‘We have always 

made it clear that we cannot 
promise the building to any 
one organisation but that we 
are supportive of any local 
third-sector organisation or 
organisations that may wish to 
purchase the premises.’

The 23-bed ward, which mainly 
catered for elderly patients, 
closed earlier this year after 
more than 30 years’ service.

Caol growers celebrate successful season

Sleeper train change

Co-op beach party

EXCLUSIVE
By Steven Flanagan

A BARRA businessman served 
with an eviction notice by Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar has accused 
the authority of changing the rules 
to suit itself.

Peter Nicholson hit out after be-

his Barra Island Stores and build-

Park.
The council claims retail makes 

up too large a part of his business 
and is ‘not allowable’ under EU 
regulations on grant awards.

Mr Nicholson, who has operated 
from the premises for six years, 
says he only moved in after being 
told he would have to offer retail 
to secure a lease. The building 
contractor reluctantly agreed open 

a small shop - which prospered just 
as his main business suffered in the 
recession, along with the rest of the 
island’s building trade.

Now the comhairle says the retail 
side has grown too much - and 
wants him to quit. 

Mr Nicholson told The Oban 
Times: ‘Six people work here, 
including myself. I’m not shifting.

‘After doing this for six years 
and with twice annual visits from 

- I get a letter telling us to get out. 
‘The letter said ERDF was to 

stimulate business development 
and one condition was prohibition 
of retail. Either they misinformed 
me at the start, or they’re misin-
forming me now.’

Local MP Angus Brendan Mac-
Neil and Highlands and Islands 

MSP Rhoda Grant want a rethink. 
Mr MacNeil is to write to the au-
thority about the notice to quit.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s a 
useful shop and nearly everybody 
uses it. It’d be a shame if the coun-
cil take the view that they’re going 
to impact business. They say it’s 
a European funding issue - surely 
there’s ways around that and there’s 
no pressure from Europe.’

The comhairle said: ‘Over time 
Mr Nicholson’s business became 
almost wholly retail in nature, 
which is not allowable and is the 
reason the Comhairle is currently 
engaged in a legal process on which 
we cannot comment further at this 
time. The Comhairle is happy to 
work with Mr Nicholson in identi-
fying an acceptable solution to all 
parties.’

Extra officers drafted in
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PLANS to re-introduce 
freshwater pearl mussels to the 
River Nevis at Fort William 
have been scrapped after a study 
found almost all suitable habitat 
had disappeared.

The Nevis Partnership had 
hoped to restore colonies of the 
protected species, last recorded 
in the river in 1976, along a 1km 
stretch near Glen Nevis Visitor 
Centre.

Surveys carried out in 2006 

ideal riverbed for the molluscs 

But when ecologist Dr Pete 
Cosgrove returned last month to 
check conditions for the project 
going ahead, he found only two 
tiny fragments of ideal habitat 
remained.

the former favourable areas had 
been washed away by raging 
spates.

Now, because the river has 
been so drastically altered, there 
is no way back for the pearl 
mussel in the Nevis.

Dr Cosgrove was stunned such 
dramatic change could happen 

IN 1998, Grantown-based Dr Peter Cosgrove 
found that of 200 Scottish rivers with a previous 
history of freshwater pearl mussels, only a third 
still had healthy populations.

Another third contained hardly any while in 
the remaining third they were extinct. Over-

blamed - but Dr Cosgrove’s research also shows 
west coast rivers with no headwater loch to 

He said: ‘It appears that climate change has 
been affecting Scottish rivers, including the 
Nevis, for quite a while. 

‘I personally feel over two or three decades the 
Nevis has become more and more unstable - and 
over that time has got progressively worse.

‘Crucially, all those which have lost pearl 
mussel populations are straight spate rivers 

without a buffer loch to dampen down big spate 
events. Increasing amounts of torrential rainfall 
within a short period just rip straight through 
and takes everything out.’

In 2006, the Nevis was one of 21 suitable 
sites selected for possible re-introduction of the 
molluscs, which need indigenous salmon and 
trout to thrive. 

The infant mussels, no bigger than a speck 

a suitable spot, dropping off after six to eight 
weeks. As adults, they repay their former hosts 

water daily to keep the water pristine.
Freshwater mussels can live to be 120 years 

old and do not begin to reproduce until around 
the age of 12, meaning that establishing new 
populations can be a lengthy process.

TWO POSTS concreted into 
either side of a public path 
at Brackaline, Morar, were 
removed sometime between 
July 10 and Monday August 
19.

A mountain bike was 
stolen from Carn Dearg, 
Claggan, sometime between 

Saturday August 17.

The tyres of a van parked 
in Plantation, Fort William 
were deliberately damaged 
sometime between 10pm on 
Sunday August 11 and 10am 
on Monday August 12.

Items were stolen from 
a garage in the Rathad 
An Fheoir area of Portree 
around 1am on Thursday 
August 8. 

Tools were stolen from 
a shed in Tarskavaig in 
Sleat sometime between 
Wednesday July 24 and 
Thursday august 8.

Anyone with information 
can contact local police on 

01397 702000 or Crimestop-
pers anonymously on 0800 

POLICE Scotland Highland and 
Islands Division are targeting 
speeding motorists near schools 
as pupils return after the 
summer holidays.

The division-wide initiative 
will focus particularly on areas 
where children are known to 
walk to and from school.

A SERIES of events are to be held on 
Eigg, Rum and Canna under the Scottish 
Government consultation ‘Planning for 
Scotland’s Seas’.

The free drop-in sessions aim to give 

a possible marine protected area (pMPA) in 
their area and have their say.

Waters around the Small Isles are being 
considered as a pMPA in the recently 
launched consultation.  The proposed site, 
home to the largest known area of fan 

mussels in the UK, black guillemots and 
burrowed mud, is based on a submission by 
the Small Isles Community Council for the 
Sound of Canna. 

Dates are: August 31 - Eigg Heritage 

September 4 - ferry waiting room, Canna, 
1pm-3pm.

In early October SNH will host two more 
sessions on pMPAs in Mallaig and Kyle of 
Lochalsh.

A HELPLINE has been 
launched as police widen their 
investigations into allegations 
of sexual and physical abuse at a 
Catholic boarding school in Fort 
Augustus.

Police Scotland said the 
service would ‘provide support 
and advice to those who may 
be affected’ by inquiries into 
alleged abuse at Fort Augustus 
Abbey School and its feeder, 
Carlekemp Priory School in 
North Berwick, over three 

are now closed.
Detective Chief Inspector 

Pamela Ross said: ‘We have 
established a number of support 
mechanisms together with 
partners and one of these is a 
helpline run by Children 1st. 

‘These call takers, who are 
trained to provide advice and 
guidance, can refer callers or 
forward any relevant information 
to the police, or to the appropriate 
agency to provide further 
support locally.’

A FORT William allotment 
group is holding an open day on 
Saturday, with local MSP Dave 
Thomson among the guests.

SLUG Allotments on Cowhill 
will be open to anyone with an 
interest in gardening from 9am. 

Committee member Kirsty 
Mann told The Oban Times: 
‘We have open days every 
now and then where we all get 

Spean bridge on Sunday.
Crowds gathered to get photos and watch as 

Na Fir Dileas (The Loyal Men) set off from the 
Commando Memorial in full garb, and a number 
of locals and visitors joined the half a mile walk to 
the now-ruined bridge.

Highbrdge was the scene of a famous ploy when 

Government troops into believing they were sur-

The redcoats surrendered after the clansmen 
darted from tree to tree to give the impression they 

Na Fir Dileas clan captain Marti Morrison told 
the story of the battle at the bridge before the 
ceremony ended with a song on the bagpipes.

Spokesman for organisers the Great Glen and 
Glean Spean Marketing Group, Peter Wilson said: 
‘It is a very, very important part of history which 
has been largely overlooked, and it has now been 
resurrected. I hope in future we will carry on do-
ing it every year.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Gone forever from the Nevis: 
freshwater pearl mussels. 

The Jacobites make their way from the Commando Memorial to Highbridge. 20_f34jacobite02

No way back 
for freshwater 
pearl mussels 

in a short time - and believes 
more frequent intense rainfall 
associated with climate change 
is to blame.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
tremendously disappointing. It 
was an exciting project but you 
can’t go ahead if the prospects of 

been a waste of public money.
‘In 2006 the Nevis had 

hundreds and hundreds of metres 
of suitable habitat around the 
visitor centre and downstream. 

‘It ticked all the boxes - the 
water was clean there was a 

progressive land ownership 
meant nobody had destroyed the 
watercourse.

‘The Nevis Partnership wanted 
a pre-check to make sure that all 
the things were in place for the 
re-introduction to go forward.

‘But when I went back in July I 
found just a thirty by one-metre 
strip and an eight by one-metre 
strip was left, that was it. A lot 
of the smaller stuff had been 
washed out.’

Jane Morrison, Nevis 
Partnership graduate project 

staggering - where there had 
previously been a substantial 
area of viable habitat, only 
38m2 of suitable space remains, 
meaning the project cannot go 
ahead. 

‘The reintroduction of the 
species would not only have 
added to the natural heritage and 
biodiversity in the local area but 
also would help to restore a piece 
of Scottish cultural heritage.’ 

She added: ‘This highlights the 
effects and rate of climate change 
on landscape and habitats in one 
of Scotland’s most beautiful and 
iconic regions.’

River Nevis habitat has disappeared

 She added: ‘I understand that 

about such matters, but if anyone 
has any information about this 
case they are encouraged to 
come forward and report this to 
police using 101. 

‘Any such reports will be 
directed to the inquiry team and 
fully investigated. All inquiries 
will be dealt with in a sensitive 

The Children 1st Abuse 

following a BBC investigation 

of former pupils at the schools, 
which were run by Benedictine 
monks.

Father Francis Davidson, 
headmaster at Fort Augustus 
in the 1970s, last week quit 
as monastic superior of the 
Benedictine college St Benet’s 
Hall at Oxford University amid 
accusations he failed to act on 
reports of abuse during his time 
in charge of the school.

‘Troops’ re-live Jacobite battle

Small Isles focus on marine area plan

Helpline opens 
as inquiry into 
alleged school 
abuse widens

NINE local groups and organisations have 
been awarded funding by Lochaber council-
lors from their discretionary budgets.

Mallaig Community Council - £400 

Caol in Bloom - £1,000 for village 

2013 Camanachd Cup Final at An Aird.

hosting the Scottish Target and Field Archery 
Association inaugural championships.

Fort William FC CIC - £2,000 towards 
transport costs.

Claggan Park (TECS) - £6,000 for 
verti-draining works.

installation of power socket.

for Christmas shopping outing.
Glencoe and Glenetive Community 

Company - £900 towards administration 
costs of creating an orbital footpath in 
Glencoe. 

PLANS for a new hotel and restaurant at the 
Corran Ferry have been altered following 
complaints from neighbours.

John Mann, who owns the historic Corran 
Ferry Hotel, has applied to Highland Council for 
permission to demolish the building to make way 
for the new development.  

But Davy Donnelly and Helen Richardson, 
who run the neighbouring Corran Bunkhouse, 
complained that the proposed hotel would block 
the only public footpath to the ferry and obstruct 
access to the bunkhouse.

Another neighbour, Anne Linney, also 
objected to the council, saying: ‘[The path] is 
used by school children, all pedestrians - some 
dragging suitcases - and cyclists. This is the only 
footpath.’

Mr Mann told The Oban Times he had spoken 
to Mr Donnelly about the issues and altered the 
design.

The plans for a new hotel next to the Corran 
Ferry have been altered. 20_f34corran01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

He said: ‘The plans for the actual building 
haven’t changed, we just got our boundaries 
mixed up a bit. The building doesn’t affect the 
footpath.’

Planning and development service’s Lochaber 

had to ensure public use of the footpath at all 
times.

He said: ‘This access must be maintained 
prior to, during and after the development. The 
Highland Council has a statutory duty to protect 
public access right under the Land Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2003.’

Calls have also been made to retain parts of the 
current building, parts of which date back as far 

Archaeologist and historian Dr Paula Martin 
wrote to planners to say: ‘Inns were very 
important in the Highland landscape, economy 
and travel networks, and it would be a great shame 
to demolish such a historic property. 

‘Could the older part, at least, not be saved as a 
wing of a new building?’  

The main part of the inn, formerly known as 
the Nether Lochaber Hotel, was constructed in 
1870 by mason Donald Cameron of Acharacle, 
who also built the Royal Bank of Scotland on Fort 
William High Street.

Corran Ferry hotelier alters 
plans after path complaints

together and do communal jobs 
rather than just working on 
your own patch. Anyone who’s 
looking for a plot of just wants 
a wee look round is more than 
welcome to come up.’

SLUG opened in 2010, and 
with seven people currently on 
the waiting list for plots, the 
committee are considering ways 
to expand the allotments.

Allotment group holds open day

Crackdown on speeding drivers
Motorists ignoring the 20mph 

restriction in place round most 
schools in built-up areas could 

or be reported to the procurator 

Inspector Neil Lumsden said.
The crackdown runs until 

August 30.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Councillors boost nine groups with funding

Police files

01631 559500
Lin.Kengen@uhi.ac.uk

As one of the partner colleges and research institutions that 
make up the University of the Highlands and Islands we 

are also able to offer an exciting range of higher education 
options at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 



Thursday 22 August, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Morgan McCaig, pictured, became first new pupil at 
Ardchattan Primary School for five years when she started 
last week. The cheery Bonawe girl took the school roll up 
to four and head teacher Jackie McLarty said she hoped 

Morgan was the first of many. 16_t34ardchattanps1

Hayley, Ross, Archie, Francesca and Hamish are all smiles at their first day of P1 in Kilninver Primary School. 
16_t34kilninver01

The new primary one pupil at Lismore Primary School 
is Donald MacCormick. 

Dunbeg Primary School welcomed 16 new pupils into P1 this year. 16_t34dunbegps1

Primary 
ones

Ardgour Primary School nursery and P1children on their first day.
in the picture

NEWSDESKS
Oban: 

01631 568000
Fort William: 

01397 703003

THE CATALINA sea plane 
visiting Oban this week will 
do a display over the town 
tomorrow (Friday).

Arranged as part of 
celebrations to mark the 
centenary of Harry Hawker’s 

sentence.

A new date for sentencing has been set for 
September 17 - after he is expected to be released 
from prison.

months.

a prisoner in Barlinnie, was 

Docherty answered the door 

paper drop from his shorts he 
was detained.

and then intimate search police 

than £700 in several wraps on 
Docherty.

and smoke heroin. Eleven mobile 

ONE OF the biggest backers 
of a gold mine development 
near Cononish has sold 

company.
Shane Sadleir, who has been 

investor, told investors last 
week that he had sold 3,937,500 

said Docherty had experienced 
personal tragedies in life 

and the recent death of his 
brother.

He regrets his involvement in 
these matters and recognises 

inevitable.’
Docherty’s father is believed 

Renfrewshire in 1995.
Forensic experts said the 36-

year-old was dismembered while 

parts had been fed to dogs.
Docherty’s sentence was 

Oban heroin dealer 
jailed for 29 months

based’ policing is harming 

Local bobbies have expressed 
concern to The Oban Times 
that key performance indicators 

to chase charges as opposed 
to the practice of preventative 

However, Oban area 
commander, Chief Inspector 
Alistair Davidson, dismissed the 

of the system - and insists the 

One local bobby told The Oban 
Times
speeding; someone said to me if 
we’re going to meet them we’d 
have to do everyone in Oban 
three times. 

to chase more people and we 
don’t feel we have the same 

meeting targets help with 
preventing crime? If we’ve got 

have to look differently at how 

The Oban Times spoke to one 
woman who said she lost faith in 
the police after saying she had 

she didn’t commit. 

even changed the charge. It was 
farcical.’

Oban, Lorn and Isles area 

these targets have not been 

dismissed.’
Describing the claims over 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by every year.

level as last year.

back with, for example, a certain 

reports of street drinking.  If 
we compare that year-on-year 
we can see whether there’s any 
impact.  

 Have your say on this 
story, log on to facebook.
com/obantimes.

dedicated ferry

Ronnie MacColl and grandson Ross are suitably dressed for the wet weather at this year’s Appin 
Agricultural Show. The event is held at Ronnie’s Stalker Croft, in the shadow of Castle Stalker, 

making it one of the most picturesque showfields in the country - despite the mud and rain. See 
more on page 8. 16_t34appin03

Britain, the visit to Oban will 
see a host of activities at the 
town’s airport, North Connel, 

display over Oban will start at 
10.30am on Friday, with the 

to raise a few eyes to the sky.

Catalina sea plane visits Oban

concern over 
‘target-based’ 
policing
But area commander dismisses allegations and 
insists the force still has community support

shares at an estimated worth 
of £40,000. The news comes 
after Scotlgold, lead by Chris 
Sangster, said it needs to raise 
£23.2million to develop the 

it is conditional on the company 

own dedicated ferry this winter 
in a bid to make the service more 

-

-

Isles for the islands, replacing the 

- which link with Barra - with 

Coll and Tiree only.
Last year, several shipments 

discarded after poor weather 
stopped the Clansman sailing 

to Barra the following day as 
part of its shared service rota.

for the deployment of vessels 

be inappropriate to comment on 

a dedicated ferry.  It’ll make a 
big difference with it echoing 

However, not everyone is 
pleased.  Coll’s Colin Kennedy 

as big. She’s slower, she travels 
at 13 and a half knots and the 
Clansman 17 knots.  A lot of 
people have also organised their 

they’re still debating it.’
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Lorn Lines

SCARY-Vore’s resounding vic-
tory at this year’s Great Oban 
Bay Raft Race left other teams 
trailing in their wake.

The spoils of the day went to 
Lorn men John Macdonald, 
John Campbell, Andrew Gray 
and Murray Willis while second 
place at the annual event was 
captured by the RNLI boys on 
their raft, Mora Less.

The real Oban lifeboat, Mora 

OBAN Lorne RFC has received lifesaving equipment for 
its clubhouse thanks to a unique partnership between three 
charities, one of which was set up in memory of a young rugby 
player.

The Craig Hodgkinson Memorial Trust, British Heart Founda-
tion (BHF) Scotland and the Scottish Ambulance Service have 

The Craig Hodgkinson Memorial Trust was established to 

27-year-old Royal Marine, Craig died suddenly in 2007 from an 
undiagnosed heart condition while playing rugby. 

Craig’s parents established a Trust in his name and to date 
have raised over £40,000 and, together with BHF Scotland who 
have matched the sum raised, have purchased 60 automated 

across Scotland with guidance from the Scottish Ambulance 
Service.

to accept such a vital piece of equipment. This machine could 
mean the difference between life and death in an emergency, 
and will be a vital resource for our staff, players, supporters and 
everyone else who uses and visits the club. 

trained and updated in vital life saving skills.’

in the UK from similar heart problems

A good crowd of locals and tourists enjoyed delicious 
afternoon teas and browsed the plant stalls on Sunday at Seil 
Village Hall, where many unusual and interesting plants were 
on offer, along with expert advice on planting. Organised by 
Lorn Garden Club, the event also allowed local busineses to 
sell products. The money raised will help the club to run its 

winter programme of speakers, starting on September 17 in St 
John’s Cathedral Hall at 7.30pm, with a talk on foraging. 

in Taynuilt, a packed village 
hall watched young piper 
Alasdair MacLean start the 
proceedings with a rousing 
selection of pipe tunes.

- namely Rachel Campbell, 
Kirsty Campbell, Kirsty 
Thompson and Megan Black 

Highland dancing.
Paddy Shaw’s ever 

popular Wee Band provided 

The Council of the Rotary Club of Oban for 2013 is, from 
left, George Miller, Ian MacInnes, Walter Burton, Graham 
Innes, Jack Tollan, Graham Fraser, Iain MacKinnon, Colin 

Crawford, president Alan Johnston and vice president Ronnie 
Neil. 

an enjoyable selection of tunes 
while Taynuilt Gaelic Choir 

singing.
There were also excellent 

individual singing perform-

Karen Black, Molly Gregory 
Beard, Amelia MacTaggart 
and Janet Fergusson.

Fear an Taighe for the 

smoothly. Edith MacDonald, stood watch 
over proceedings but didn’t have 
to come to the aid of Men in 
Tights.

Best sinking
Ian Hall, Keith Smith and Sean 

McMhan limped their ailing 
raft into the shallows before 
swimming to shore - winning 
them a trophy for best sinking in 
the process.

Other winners at the Oban and 

Lorn Lions event included the 
Green Machine as best dressed 
raft, taken to sea by Oban Lorne 
RFC players Craig Wright, Corrie 
Louw, Jamie MacMillan, Stuart 

Ryan Jackson. 
Brian Simmons, event 

go whether to cancel it or not but 
we made a decision as long as the 
sea state was okay we would go 

The Men in Tights raft limped into the shallows before its crew 
swam for the shore.

Winners of the Great Oban Bay Raft Race were Lorn men John 
Macdonald, John Campbell, Andrew Gray and Murray Willis.

ahead. It was the right decision, 
there is a lot of effort goes into 
the rafts and it is the rafts that 
make the day - the town is just 
buzzing.’

Sponsor money

for the Lions on the day, with 
sponsor money still to be 
collected. 

All funds are distributed to 
good causes in the area.

Farmer 
banned from 
keeping 
animals

Scary-Vore romp to victory 
in Great Oban Bay Raft Race

AN APPLICATION to build a house in a remote area near 
Benderloch - contrary to the local development plan - has 
received the support of the local community council.

Ardchattan Community Council voted by majority to support 
the proposal by Stephen Sloss for the house opposite Balure of 
Shian farm, joining a host of locals who have written in support 
of the application to Argyll and Bute Council.

Members saying not only would the location be better for his 
work requirements, but would be remote enough so that his 
dogs, required for his work, don’t disturb neighbours.

However, some argued that if the plan is ignored on this 
occasion, it could set a precedent.

Meanwhile MSPs Mike MacKenzie and Jamie McGrigor 
have written in support of the application, which is for planning 
permission in principle.

AN OBAN man who along with a 

North Sea Shetland to Norway crossing 
in a kayak will enter his craft into this 
weekend’s Oban Sea Kayak Race.

Patrick Winterton recently completed 
the 62-hour crossing alongside friend 
Olly Hicks, battling pounding waves, 
force six gales and sea sickness.

The former Winter Olympian, one 
of the organisers of round Kerrera 
kayak race, will enter his kayak in this 

three times heavier than the others but it 
will be a bit of fun to see it in the race.’

Around 80 competitors will meet at 
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre to register for 

Claxon
Oban High School Pipe Band will 

play on the North Pier in the build up 
to the race start, which will be marked 
by the sounding of a claxon from Oban 
Lifeboat.

visited Oban’s Station Square earlier this 
year will not be allowed to return under 
its current licence after it was suspended 
by councillors.

The market had a street trader’s licence 

a visit to the town in June it was deemed 
to have breached its licence and ignored 
an instruction by Argyll and Bute 

Council to cease trading. Last Friday 
the council’s planning and licensing 
committee voted to suspend the licence, 
which means it cannot return to the area 

The market had been granted a street 
trader’s licence on the basis it would 
not sell the same produce as established 
shops in the town.

Islanders step up 
fight for mobile 
phone signal 
signatures demanding efforts 
be made to ensure there is a 
mobile phone signal on Seil will 
be handed over to Argyll and 
Bute’s MP this week.

Nick Bowles, who has been 
organising the petition, said he 
hopes it will result in action.

prod the companies and make 
it happen now. I think the red 
phone box in Balvicar must 
be the most used phone box in 
Scotland. Obviously not all the 
signatures are local, some are 
from tourists and delivery driv-
ers who go into a state of shock 

available for improving mobile 
and broadband access. Before 

4G, let’s just get a mobile phone 
signal.’

Sea kayak adventurer to 
compete in Oban race

Market licence suspended

Oban Lorne RFC players Craig Wright, Corrie Louw, Jamie MacMillan, Stuart Davies, Tommy Sutherland and Ryan Jackson with their 
raft the Green Machine.

a dog in a cramped cage with no 
food or water for days on end 
has been banned from keeping 

-
laig, previously admitted caus-
ing Tyson unnecessary suffering 

hours of unpaid work when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Tuesday.

The black and tan Huntaway 
dog was found at a derelict farm 
in Ardfern by Scottish Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals’ senior inspector John 
McAvoy following an anony-
mous phone call.

Tyson was stuck in a faeces 
covered wire cage inside a 
rat-infested shed without food, 
water or bedding. The shed roof 
above had partially collapsed 
and was a danger to the dog, 
while the building also failed to 
provide shelter.

-
ated’ and drank several bowls 

gulping down two tins of dog 
food when released.

The animal also had deformed 
front legs as a result of being 
kept locked up in the cage, 

-
ell told the court MacLean had 
purchased Tyson as a working 

this role he began to tie the dog 
up in the byre or put him in the 

into a situation where he left the 
dog. It was not taken out and 
no attempt was made to work 
with it as time commitments 
were heavy. The dog was fed 
from time to time but not as 
regularly as it should have been. 
the dog was not cared for the 
way it ought to have been. He 
is genuinely ashamed and sorry 

can claim to be among the 
best young players in the 
world after being named 
Pipe Idol at Piping Live at 
the third time of asking.

Angus John MacColl, 
son of acclaimed piper 
Angus MacColl, was pre-
sented with a set of Fred 
Morrison Reel Pipes by the 
man himself after claiming 
the title last Friday.

Pipe Idol runs during 
the week leading up to 
last weekend’s World Pipe 
Band Championships and 
invites the best pipers 

around the world to com-
pete in a March, Strathspey 
and Reel (MSR), Hornpipe 
and Jig and a Medley.

For Angus, who had 

Pipe Idol for the past two 
years, his victory was more 
a relief than anything else.

but a lot of people were 
telling me this was my 
year, so there was a lot of 
pressure on me.’

Angus also plays with 
ceilidh band Ceol an Aire 
and says he will start play-
ing his new Fred Morrison 
pipes when he is with the 
band.

Man arrested for 
alleged assault
A MAN has been arrested for 
an alleged assault on a member 
of staff in an Oban pub in the 
early hours of Monday morning.

The 29-year-old man, an east 

head-butting the member of 
staff before being restrained 
until the police arrived.

Ronald MacLean. 

for his behaviour, accepting full 
responsibility and feeling he let 
the dog down.’

MacLean relinquished owner-
ship of Tyson to the Scottish 
SPCA and the dog has now been 
happily rehomed after recover-
ing in the charity’s care.

opinion a life ban would have 

believe the severity of the case 
demonstrates that MacLean is 

acceptable level of care.
-

weight and subjected to living 

although this was an extreme 
case it is not unheard of for 
working dogs to be kept in very 
poor conditions.

that it is unacceptable to allow 
a working dog to suffer in this 
way and owners have a legal 
duty to ensure their animal has 
access to food and water, an 
appropriate living environment 
and the ability to display normal 
behaviours.’

Tyson was found in a cramped 
cage. 

By FAITH ORR
forr@obaantimes.co.uk

Angus John MacColl. 

At the World Pipe Band 
Championships Inveraray 

grade one.
Oban, Cowal and Islay 

failed to qualify for their 

Kintyre Schools, Oban 
High School and Inveraray 

respectively in the juvenile 
grade.

Mull and Iona Pipe Band 
competed in grade 4B at 

-
ships and Glen Mor Pipe 

eighth in the same grade. 

grade.

Benderloch piper takes top 
title at third time of asking
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Ewan wins Roy 
Bridge to Laggan 
Dam time trial

SHINTY

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk
FOOTBALL

CYCLING

Jock Paul Sixes at 
Newtonmore

Mallaig are 
crowned Welfare 
League champions

‘I’ve got no complaints about the 
score, you could see the gulf in class 
between the sides in terms of quality’

SHINTY

WELFARE FOOTBALL

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

WEST Highland Wheelers time 
trial from Roy Bridge to Laggan 
Dam and back was won by 
Ewan Thorburn in a time of 36 
minutes and nine seconds.

Stephen Burns came in a close 
second place, just 22 seconds 
behind the winner, while Steve 
Martin took third with a time of 
37 minutes and 30 seconds.

Christina Bell was the fastest 

and 19 seconds, ahead of Emma 

seconds) and Marie Meldrum 

Winner of the recent Railway Bowling Club’s singles charity tournament was Martin Keenan, centre, 
who is pictured receiving the cup from club president Jim Bell with  runner-up Agnes Boyle. Despite 
the competition nearly not going ahead in the morning because of heavy rain, the sun came out in 

the afternoon for what was a very close fought final. 

MALLAIG were crowned 
William Wilson Lochaber 
Welfare League champions 

against runners up Lochaber 
last Friday.

Lochaber kept pushing right to 
the end, hitting the crossbar in 
the dying seconds, but couldn’t 
force the winning goal which 

league champions.
The sides went into the game 

with Mallaig just two points 

their nearest challengers 

week.
At the other end of the table, 

Ballachulish staged a late 
surge to jump from bottom to 
fourth by beating bottom club 

The league now splits into 
two halves, with the top sides 
competing for the Duthie Cup, 
while the bottom three will play 
in the Kinloch Cup.

tion will be played at the BA 
Club on Sunday September 1, 
starting at 2pm.

Fort simply 
outclassed by
formidable 
Formartine 

SHINTY stars of a mature 
vintage will roll back the years 

annual Jock Paul Mackintosh 
Veterans Sixes at The Eilan, 
Newtonmore on Sunday.

For those still wishing to enter 

team.
All participants must be aged 

longer be playing competitive 
shinty.

Entry is free for spectators 
and there will be a bar and a 

Spaces remain in the 
competition and teams wishing 
to take part should contact Paul 

soon as possible.
Some excellent shinty and 

a great free day out for all the 
family is guaranteed.

Despite straining every sinew, Andy Martin can’t stop Cammy Keith scoring Formartine’s second goal.   20_f34fort01

FORT William will be missing 

urday’s game against unbeaten 
Huntly. 

Sean Grant, Duncan Campbell 
and Iain Foggo will all be una
vailable for the Aberdeenshire 
trip, but manager Danny Conlon 

striker Gordy McCarroll and 
keeper Robin Harvey who both 

against Formartine United.
Stiff test

call upon former Aberdeen right 
back Michael Hart and a foreign 
contingent of two Poles and two 

stiff test for his team.
He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s 

got some top quality players. 
They’ve brought in some foreign 
guys, and they are of good qual
ity.’

Huntly have won one and 
drawn two so far, including 

to reigning champions Cove 
Rangers on the opening day of 
the season.

Inverness City goalie Ian 
Young was between the sticks 
for Fort against Formartine, but 
Conlon said it was ‘early doors’ 
in terms of making him a perma
nent signing.

Formartine looked a formida

at Claggan Park, but the home 
side put up a strong showing in 

Stuart Smith opened the scor

doubled the lead shortly before 
half time when he nipped in 
front of Andy Martin at the near 
post.

Fort spent much of the game 
chasing the ball, and as they 

tired Formartine were able to 
add three further second half 
goals.

Conlon said he was able to 
take positives from the game, 
but accepted Formartine were 
the better side.

He said: ‘I felt we did well in 

two goals. The second goal just 

before half time was a killer, it 
basically killed the game.

‘But I’ve got no complaints 
about the score, you could see 
the gulf between the sides in 
terms of quality. 

‘We’ve got to be realistic, 
we shouldn’t even be on the 
same pitch as them in terms of 
resources.’

Fraser Mackenzie has blasted 
the Camanachd Association’s 
disciplinary process after he 
was banned for four matches for 
swearing at a referee.

MacKenzie has decided to 
quit after two years in charge 
following his ban for swearing at 
Graham Cameron at the end of 

Kingussie, which saw three 
players sent off.

MacKenzie fully admits shout

LOCHABER get their RBS 
Caledonia League division two 
north season underway this 
Saturday with a long trip to take 
on Stornoway.

The following weekend they 
will travel to the north east to 
play Aberdeen Wanderers before 

against RAF Lossiemouth on 
Saturday September 7. 

The Banavie side have looked 
strong in preseason, notching up 
home and away wins over Mull 
RFC.

Meanwhile, £371 was raised 

team players helped out at last 

ing and Highland Games.

ing an obscenity at Cameron, but 
told The Oban Times the way 
things were handled afterwards 
left him shocked and disap
pointed.

He said: ‘I asked to speak to 
him at the end of the game, just 

decisions, but he ignored me 
and I stupidly swore at him. I 
apologised straight away.

‘But it was included in his 
report and I couldn’t believe 
the way it was all dealt with at 
the disciplinary meeting. There 

seemed to be no point in me 
going. 

‘None of the circumstances 
were taken into consideration all 
at, it was purely a case of what 
the referee said happened.

‘I think there would be an 
issue going forward if I was 
Glenurquhart manager and that 
referee was in charge of one of 
our games in future.’

The former Scotland manager 
added: ‘It’s the biggest ban I’ve 
ever heard of for a coach or 
manager, I would have been out 

till the end of next March. The 

the crime. I was really upset 
with the whole thing.’

Drew McNeil is expected to 
stay in his role as Glen manager, 
but MacKenzie’s future in the 
sport in less clear.

He said: ‘I’ve got a business 
that’s going well and a baby due 
in December, so I think I’ll just 
be a supporter from now on.’

RUGBY

Lochaber face 
a long trip to 
Stornoway for 
opening game of 
the season

Former Glenurquhart co-manager blasts
Camanachd Association’s disciplinary process

Newtonmore’s Ackie Macrae and Steven Macdonald try to stop Roddie MacDonald from Kyles 
during last Saturday’s Artemis Macaulay Cup final held at Mossfield Sadium, Oban. Kyles won an

enthralling encounter 4-3. See page 27.  Photo: Stephen Lawson

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate west south easterly
 Temperatures 13°C to 18ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 14ºC to 17ºC.

Weekend Sunshine and showers
Outlook Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 14ºC to 16ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, August 22, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  00.21 0.5 06.17 4.0 12.40      0.3        18.38     4.3
Fri  01.02 0.5 06.52 4.0 13.20      0.4        19.15     4.2     
Sat  01.41 0.6 07.27 3.9 14.00      0.5        19.50     4.0
Sun  02.19 0.8 07.59 3.7 14.37      0.8        20.24     3.8
Mon  02.57 1.0 08.31 3.5 15.15 1.1         20.59    3.5
Tues       03.38       1.3 09.05 3.3 15.57 1.4 21.37     3.2
Wed  04.25   1.5 09.46 3.1 16.46 1.7 22.27      2.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

16

17

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

13

THE MacDonald Hotel Pairs 
competition at Kinlochleven 
Bowling Club last weekend 
started off in heavy showers 
but by lunchtime the sun was 
shining and the afternoon 
was sunny and warm. 
Peter and Janneke Lewis 

presented the shield and 
prizes to brother and sister 
winners Eddie Downs and 

were Alan Lawrie and Bill 
Gibbons.
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