
February 1886

CAMPBELTOWN - SNOW STORM

On Monday and Tuesday a very severe storm of 

drift and snow gave the inhabitants of Campbeltown 

and district a surprise, as nothing so severe has 

been felt here for years. During Monday evening 

the storm reached its height, and several shops were 

completely snowed up. At Lochend the snow drifted 

to the depth of several feet, while in the country 

dangerous. On Tuesday the mail coach, which runs 

for here to Tarbert, had to turn near Lagaugarroch, 

the roads being found immpassable. Two accidents 

occurred on the Southend road, but neither was 

attended with any serious results. A complete thaw 

has since occurred and very little snow is now to 

be seen.

February 1886

CAMPBELTOWN - FATAL ACCIDENT

About ten o’clock on Wednesday, a fatal accident 

occurred on the farm of Mr Donald Montgomery, 

A farm servant, named William Reid, 

John was engaged in 
i more

1886
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Coastguard alert 
after couple waved 
at passing ferry
A COUPLE who were waving 
at a passing ferry inadvertently 
sparked an alarm after ferry 
passengers thought they were 
stuck on a cliff on the Isle of 
Mull.

Passengers on the Caledonian 
MacBrayne ferry saw the couple 
waving on Friday afternoon and 
thought they were in trouble.

The couple, holidaying on the 
island of Mull, were in fact hill 
walking.

A spokesman for Clyde 
Coastguard said: ‘We tasked 
Tobermory Coastguard and 
RNLI lifeboat following a 
report of persons stuck on a cliff 
half a mile north of Tobermory. 

‘On arrival it was found the 
persons were safe and well 
and had only been waving to a 
passing ferry.’

Coastguards were also called 

vessel Foxy Lady, with two 
people aboard, on the island 
of Inch Kenneth, West Mull. 
The vessel, with the assistance 

Progress,

proceeded to Bunessan unaided.
Salen Coastguard were called 

to investigate and carry out a 
search of Loch Shiel following 
a report from a member of the 

area. The area was checked and 
nothing untoward found.

Pinpoint accuracy 
earns Julie Spot 
the Ball first prize
JULIE McKay is very glad 
she started playing The Oban 
Times Spot the Shinty Ball 
competition again after a break 
of a few months – because she 
is our latest winner. 

‘That’s fantastic, I need to sit 
down,’ she said when she heard 
the news she had won £1,150. 

She won £25 in the 
competition several years ago, 
but the latest prize will be a 
welcome boost, she said: ‘As a 
single mum that’s just brilliant. 

week – we pick ten crosses 
each. It’s probably his cross that 
won; I’ll have to share it with 
him.

‘I would just like to say good 
luck to everyone else trying 
– and don’t give up.’

Breege Smyth, of Dunollie, shows off the Heritage MacDougall Tartan Scarf and Bunnet. 16_t34tartan1

Youths’ rampage 
threatens future 
of popular show
Appin Village Hall and school damaged

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.

THE FUTURE of a popular 
agricultural show has been 
put in jeopardy after teenage 
vandals damaged a village hall 
and school on the night of the 
show dance.

residents, aged between 15 and 
17, in relation to the incident 
in Appin in the early hours of 
Sunday morning, which saw the 
village hall broken into and up 
to £700 worth of alcohol stolen, 
with the vandals using two 
wheelie bins from outside the 
hall to cart off their illicit haul. 

At Strath of Appin Primary 
School, a window was smashed 
and a sliding door to the disabled 

The hungry vandals also stole 
food, including burgers, cheese 
and yoghurt, from the kitchen.

As a result Argyll and Bute 
Council was forced to close 
the school kitchen and make 
arrangements for an alternative 

meal service on Monday. Part 
of the school’s ‘hippo’ recycling 
bin was also removed but was 
later recovered in the village hall 
car park.

The Appin Show committee 
said it would meet shortly to 
decide what would happen to the 
event, which relies on proceeds 
from the dance for funding.

Committee member David 
Colthart said: ‘Everyone in the 
village is disgusted by what 
happened but the people who 
did this were not from here and 
did not care about the show, 
which relies on income from the 
dance.

‘There was no trouble at 
the dance itself, the stewards 

and no-one was allowed drink 
outside of the hall. 

‘But there were a lot of people 
who wouldn’t normally come 
hanging around outside the hall.

‘As well as the damage to the 
school and the hall, there was 
litter and broken bottles along 
the cycle track and around the 
hall. A lot of the young people in 
the village have expressed their 
disgust at what happened at the 
school, especially.

‘The show dance has always 
been a family event but because 
of this we are going to have look 
at how we do things in future. 
We will be consulting with the 
police on the best way forward.’

A spokeswoman for the 

kitchen was closed on Monday 
to allow police to complete 
a forensic examination. She 
added: ‘The door has been 
repaired; the window glass will 
be replaced as soon as police 
forensics are completed and 
damage to the window frame 

is relatively minor and will be 
repaired at the next visit of the 
council’s maintenance staff. 
Staff within the school and from 
the emergency repair contractor 
have worked hard to make the 
school as normal as possible 
for the pupils. We continue to 
work with the police and the 
community to ensure that these 
matters are resolved effectively 
and quickly.’

males and one female had 
been arrested but were keen to 
speak to anyone who may have 
witnessed the incidents. 

Sergeant Cameron Low, of 
Oban Police, said: ‘We are still 
looking for other people in 
connection with these crimes.

‘We need as much information 
as we can possibly get and 
would urge people to contact 
us on 01631 510500 or phone 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111.’

Rare tartan launched at Gathering
A REPLICA of a rare Oban 
tartan will be launched with a 
modern twist at the Argyllshire 
Gathering today, Thursday.

The Heritage MacDougall 
Tartan has been meticulously 
copied from 18th Century 
curtains hanging in Dunollie 
House. It is believed the tartan is 
the original or progenitor tartan 
of the Clan MacDougall.

At the games, Madam 
MacDougall will be sporting a 

Tartan bunnet with a royal blue 
bow and top, and a scarf from 
the new collection.

Overseeing the tartan 
collection is Breege Smyth, 
a couture wedding and 
eveningwear designer with some 
of the country’s most respected 
designers.

Breege said: ‘We will be 
launching the tartan at the 

Argyllshire Gathering Heritage 
Tent. The business is aimed at 
supporting the heritage of the 
Clan MacDougall at Dunollie.

‘Aside from creating a superb 
and unusual tartan, the decision 
to replicate the original rich reds 
and sage green hidden in folds of 
the cloth makes it possible to see 
the brilliance of tartans at the 
height of Regency fashion in the 
period of Sir Walter Scott.’

Lochcarron Weavers, based in 
the Scottish Borders, was chosen 
for the complex reproduction 
of the tartan, which meant 
re-setting their looms to new 
widths, and eliminating the 

to create the hard tartan feel of 
early cloth. 

The Heritage MacDougall is an 
exact replica, down to the mid-
18th Century double selvedge 
along one side.

The Heritage MacDougall 
will eventually be one of many 
products sold by Dunollie 
Tartan. 

local partners to make products 
for the enterprise. Silversmith 
Eleanor MacDougall from 
Creich, near Fionnphort, Mull, 
has designed some tartan 

other local designers are being 
called upon to consider making 
items inspired by the tartan. 

Ties, velvet lined stoles, 
scarves, hats and jewellery will 
be available to order or buy on the 

be handed down the generations’ 
are available by commission.  

The launch of the business 
at www.dunollie.org/shop is 
part of a range of initiatives to 
develop Dunollie as a museum 
and cultural hub.

Decrease in number of 
Argyll road accidents
number of accidents on Argyll 
and Bute’s roads has fallen from 
this time last year. 

Between April and July this 

accidents, compared to 470 in 
the same period last year. There 
were two fatalities, while six 
people died in crashes between 
April and July last year. The 
number of injuries remains the 
same. 

Chief Inspector Brian Auld, 
who gathered the statistics, said 

accident blackspots and increase 
the numbers of speeding drivers 
caught. 

But extra police speed checks 
carried out this year have caught 

fewer speeding drivers. Across 

out 323 speed checks between 
April and July, compared to 203 
in the same period last year. A 

penalty speeding tickets and 13 
were reported to the procurator 

He said: ‘We now know the 
more speed checks you put 
out there the fewer people you 
detect. 

‘It is a deterrent, being visible, 
but I would rather be more 
intelligence-led and tackle the 
hotspots, particularly where 
there are accidents.

‘We are starting to do a 
mapping system about where and 
when speeders are detected.’ 

Barra ‘disappointed and betrayed’ over 
marine special areas of conservation
THE BARRA population feels 
‘bitterly disappointed’ and betrayed 
by the decision of Scottish Ministers 
to press ahead with two marine 
special areas of conservation. 

Last week the special area of 
conservation (SAC) for East 
Mingulay was approved covering 
a slightly reduced area, to protect a 
cold water coral reef. This proposal 
now goes forward to the European 
Commission. 

Ministers also approved the 

marine SAC and are now asking 
Scottish Natural Heritage to conduct 
a public consultation before taking 
this forward.

consultation is low, after Barrachs 
campaigned for 10 years to have 
their opposition to the SACs heard. 

Karen MacLean, chairwoman of 
Castlebay and Vatersay Community 
Council, said: ‘It really is the whole 
community, it is not just a vociferous 
minority. 

‘I think the feeling is that the 
Scottish government is paying much 
more attention to the non-elected 
self-serving bodies than the public. 
They are not listening to the small 
and the remote communities. It is a 
huge blow.’ 

Also released last week was more 
detail on how the designation might 

be allowed to continue in the Sound 

of Barra while trawling and dredging 
near the sea bed could be permitted 
away from the most sensitive areas. 

This is little comfort to islanders, 
said Ms MacLean. 

She said: ‘They just don’t believe 

is and how they are tied together. 

keeps people here will not survive.

the reef – they know it needs to be 
conserved. 

‘It is the breeding ground for their 
stock. But the reef has been there for 

care of it.’ 
She added their campaign against 

the SACs will continue, though they 

are not optimistic about being able to 
stop the process at this stage. 

Donald Manford, Isle of 
Barra councillor, described 
the announcement as ‘a bitter 
disappointment’ to the community. 

He added: ‘During a time when 
services are being cut through lack of 
resources, it is an enduring scandal 
that ever increasing resources are 
being directed to designations and 

and requirements that destroy 
enterprise and jobs.

‘What is so distressing is the 
remorseless attacks which makes the 
very environment and wildlife which 
is so precious to us, the symbol of 
tyranny.’

Changes to mental care 
‘no cause for concern’
A REDUCTION in the number 
of patient hospital beds as part 
of a redesign of mental health 
services is no cause for concern, 
according to NHS Highland 

However, with a fall from a 
one-time high of 700 beds to a 
proposed 32, even the chairman 
of the NHS Highland Board 
expressed surprised.

At a meeting of the authority, 
it is recorded: ‘The board was 
surprised to note that the Argyll 
and Bute Hospital had once had 
700 beds and this had reduced 

of beds proposed as 32. The 
chairman highlighted that today 
many more people lived in the 
community.’

An NHS Highland spokesman 

closely with various partners in 
the redesign of mental health 
services. ‘One of the main aims 
is to ensure that patients are 
cared for in the most appropriate 
setting for their needs and in the 
vast majority of cases this is in 
their own community rather 
than in hospital and that is why 
there has been a reduction in the 
number of beds within Argyll 
and Bute Hospital.  

‘This is in line with Scottish 
Government policy. We can also 

a psychiatrist is seen within 48 
hours and our maximum wait for 
a general referral is eight weeks,’ 
he said.
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Sustrans cycle path volunteer rangers Robin Harvey and Liz Parkes near Creagan Bridge. 08_t34cycle06

Why 13 is a lucky number for biking 
enthusiasts of all ages and abilities
I’VE always been a fair-weather 

saddle, I’m a little apprehensive 

like a nice achievement,’ she 

Landowners
urged to back 
cycle route 
Cash available to plug gaps 
in path through north Argyll

affected by the cycle path 

the scheme while cash is still 

cycle path between Oban and 

Reporter CHRSITINE McCARTNEY 
dusted down her cycle helmet to 
ride the recently opened 13-mile 
stretch of cycle path from 
Barcaldine to Salachan Glen, 
with its designer Clary Elliott. 

Sustrans engineering manager 
for Scotland,  Clary Elliott.

08_t34cycle10

REPORT

Outstanding

The 
Oban Times’

and Oban, feel that missed a 

The path is great 
for casual cyclists 
and walker, but 
not for serious 
cyclists. There are 
too many twists 
and corners.
Kevin Whitehead. The cycle path follows the old Ballachulish railway branch line - in this case north of Inverfolla. 

08_t34cycle25

Pot holes at the south side of the Connel Bridge are growing 
daily, thanks to high volumes of traffic. 15_t34cbridge1

Pot hole

Row over running of Loch 
Lomond national park

‘The service is aimed at all 

Inspection 
report highlights 
confident pupils

with a wheelchair started at a 
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thieves ‘knew 
what to do’

The specially commissioned Dunollie flag, which was snatched by thieves. 08_t31flg01

Long service medal recipient David Colthart is congratulated by his father 
Robin and brothers Alan, left, and Alastair. 15_t34david01

REPORT
by CHRISTINE 
McCARTNEY
cmccartney@

obantimes.co.uk

A NEW support group is being 
put together to look after an 
iconic castle, after a valuable 

The specially commissioned 
-

-
ably under cover of darkness. 

Catherine Gillies, project 
manager, said the theft appeared 
to have been planned.

ladder, and to get a long ladder 

a long, torturous path,’ she said. 
‘It doesn’t seem like the sort of 

ladders.
‘Certainly everybody is on the 

alert to keep an eye for it being 

spotted.’

smashed by vandals last month, 
Ms Gillies doesn’t feel the castle 
is being targeted.

tied the ends of it back together 

‘That’s not the same person 

Society during the homecoming 
celebrations of 2009.

Spiritual home
‘What upsets me more than 

anything is the clan regards 

said Catherine. 
‘There are half a million Mac-

‘It is very bad for the image of 
Oban for something like this to 
happen to such an iconic place. 
We take it for granted and that’s 
a shame.

‘There is a bottle of Bucky 

if someone is climbing up there 
drunk.’

She is looking for volunteers 

site, gather broken glass and 
rubbish left by visitors and cut 
back vegetation. 

Catherine added: ‘Looking 
after a castle is really interesting 

like an eye is being kept on it.’
Additional security measures 

are also being put in place to 
protect the medieval castle. 

In the long term, she hopes 

‘Adopt a Monument’ scheme run 
by Archaeology Scotland, to set 
up a more permanent local sup-
port group to maintain it. 

may be handed in or returned to 
the castle.

After floodlights vandalism, 
iconic banner is snatched

John Macdonald in the Highland Theatre on 
Saturday.

a full and active holiday.

given by his friend Kenneth MacColl 

family. His tree climbing skills, during a 
school year he spent on the island, earned 

that lived on the island.

song Freedom Come All Ye sung by Louise 

and a number of jigs and airs played on 

many people bringing donations of buffet 
food and garden thistles. A collection of 

Cinema packed to remember late councillor

Council to consider broadcasting meetings online
meetings could be done from the 

-

participation.
The move comes after a motion 

by SNP opposition councillors at 
a recent full council meeting in a 

and subsistence payments.
Councillor John Semple told 

his colleagues that in June, 

members of the Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Isles area com-
mittee travelled to Islay to hold 

hours travelling for a three-hour 
meeting.

He said that the only member 
of the public to attend questioned 

video conferencing technology.

on improving the use of video 
conferencing and information 

and communication techonol-

equipment and the costs associ-

Walsh, Argyll and Bute Council 
leader, said: ‘As an administra-

-

communities.’
Councillor Semple said: ‘As 

a result of the decision I look 

rather than driving to and from 

those communities across Argyll 

travelling for hours, the contri-
bution to debate and discussion 
that their elected representatives 
make.’

An invitation to sample a taste of life on Kerrera
invitation to visit the island this 

They are laying on guided -

products on sale, a bouncy castle 

also be open at the Island Parrot 
Sanctuary.

A spokesman for the Isle of 

said: ‘We are proud to have the 
opportunity to tell visitors more 

such a special place.’

friends home rather than 

Constable Wendy Paterson 
described a night out in Oban 
before a netball tournament 

Stevenson Street.
A trial involving Pariss Louis, 

and Samaya Al-Hosani, 20, 

2G Colonsay Terrace, Oban, 

counts of assault and making 

remarks and threatening 
violence by brandishing a piece 

accused had been involved in an 

bouncers. Forty minutes later, 

Giving evidence, contact centre 

of another attack and instead of 
contacting police decided to get 
to a place of safety. 

morning they contacted Oban 
police.

Louis and Al-Hosani deny the 
charges and the case continues 

tradition by collecting the Strathclyde 

medal.
convenor Councillor Brian Wallace at 
Appin Fire Station on Monday.

The brigade also took the opportunity 

to present a plaque to the volunteer 

happy to come out any time of day or 
night.’

memorial plaque.

‘When they arrived to give me my 

just came up to me and pinned the 

there shin-deep in it.’

four Appin volunteers due to receive 

youngest brother, Alan, is also in the 

due to receive her 20 year service 

attend the presentation.

included Argyll area commander 
Paul Connelly, vice convenors, 
councillors Tommy Morrison and 

Baird and SFR chaplains Rev Gordon 
Armstrong and Father Jim Thomson, 
visited Kilmelford and Ardfern 
volunteer stations on Tuesday and in 

Kenneth Mabon.

Drainage work 
causes delays

to a single lane over the 

overnight road closures. 
A TranServ spokesman said: 

‘This is minor improvement 

lane closure, prior to the full 
resurfacing scheme.   

safety reasons is under a full 
closure.’

Guitarists plan
two performances
TWO OF Argyll’s most notable 
guitarists are teaming up for 

Mull.

nominee Finlay Wells, from 
Oban, and Mull’s Sorren 
MacLean, a former pupil of 
Finlay’s, have performed as 
a duo at Solas Fest and Celtic 

Studio Theatre at Oban’s Corran 

Finlay described the duo’s 

by Latin and jazz and ‘high in 
energy’.

Army private broke 
shop window
AN ARMY private has been 
told he has to pay more than 
£1,000 in compensation 
after breaking a charity shop 

John MacNeil, 22, of Caterick 
Garrison, Yorkshire, pled guilty 

Oban Sheriff Court heard 

Door damaged
POLICE are appealing for 

Street, Oban.

morning. 

Newsdesk: 
01631 568000
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KILLIN Show was a blaze of colour and fun 
with a superb range of activities on view for 
residents and visitors.

This year the organisational skills of the 
show sub-committee shone through with a 

for everyone. 
There was a hotly contested Bonnie Baby 

Competition, a dog show, children’s races, 
traditional music, a go-kart manoeuvring 
competition, terrier races, tug-of-war, a 
vintage tractor parade, produce competi-
tion, sheep shearing demonstration, tossing 
the sheaf and an evening ceilidh.

Displays as diverse as British Wool, Killin 
Mountain Rescue and a second-to-none 
farm vehicle display brought together all 
the elements for a great show. 

The rain, which threatened, stayed off 
from mid morning and allowed cattle and 
sheep judging to take place unimpeded.

Parade
A parade through the town, leaving from 

Dochart Bridge and led by Comrie Pipe 
Band, was well attended.

Later The Callander Highland Dancing 
Troop entertained the crowd with a fabulous 
display of routines.

Extensive range of activities to 
keep Killin crowd enthralled

Colin Hay and Alex Stewart 
showed off their remarkable 
stick making skills. 16_t34killin5

John Wylie, William Stitt, Drew Blake, Andy Fleming and Stewart Inglis were on hand 
as part of Killin Mountain Rescue to raise awareness of the group. Anyone wishing to 

find out more about the group or make a donation to its lifesaving work should contact 
www.killinmrt.org.uk. 16_t34killin6

Sheep, other than Blackface, tup category was won 
by a two shear tup texel cross from Peter McDiarmid 
of Shenlarich Farm. The sheep was a homebred from 

texel ewes. 16_t34killin4

Show champion and Tullimet 
Cup: D MacDonald, Heifer Calf 
2010; Reserve Champion: D 
MacCorquodale, Ewe Lamb.

Young Farmers Cup Most Points 
Senior Baking: Betty Jackson; 
Sutcliffe Shield  Runner Up Senior 
Baking: = Alison MacCorquodale 
and Rosemary MacCormick; 
Appin Agricultural Club Cup 
Best Exhibit Senior Baking: Fiona 
Wallace; MacDonnel Quaich 
Best Clootie Dumpling: Rena 
Cameron; Appin Agricultural Club 
Cup Most Points Junior Baking: 
Innes Jackson; Sutcliffe Cup 
Runner Up Junior Baking: Katie 
MacCorquodale; Salon Madge 
Cup Most Points, Jams and Eggs: 
Moira Thomson; Madge’s Cup 
Most Points Floral Decoration: 
Linda MacLeod; Gunns Garage 
Cup Best Exhibit Floral Art: Pat 
Wyeth-Webb; Invernahyle Cup 
Most Points Root and Grain: 
Susie Hutchison; Hutchison Cup 
Most Points Flowers:Robert 
Lander; Yeaman Rose Bowl 
Best Exhibit,Flowers: Midge 
Gourlay; Abhainn Trophy Best 
Exhibit Root & Grain: Fiona 
Hutchison; Glenleckan Trophy 
Novice With Most Points, Root and 
Grain/Flowers: Duncan Cameron; 
MacRae Cup Most Pints Senior 
Handcrafts:Brenda MacLeod; 
SWRI Plate Best Exhibit Senior 
Handcrafts: Morag White; Junior 
Handcrafts, Pre-School: Erin 
Jackson; Junior Handcrafts, up 

to 6 years: Ben MacCorquodale: 
Junior Handcrafts, 7 to 11 years: 
Katie MacCorquodale; Junior 
Handcrafts, 12 to 16 years: Robert 
Todd; Quaich: Best Exhibit, Junior 
Handcrafts Robert Todd.

Gorteneorn Cup Champion 
Cow: D MacDonald; A Scott 
Rae Cup Hill Cow in Calf or 
Milk: W MacLeod; Airds Cup 
Calf Born 2008: D MacDonald; 
Ardtur Cup Calf Born 2009: D 
MacDonald; James MacMillan 
Cup Cattle Champion: D 
MacDonald; Ploughing Match 
Cup Overall Cattle Champion:
D MacDonald; Cameron Cup: 
Home Bred Male B.F. Sheep: J H 
Weir; Johnnie Cameron Shield 
Best B F. Male: Mrs Troughton: 
Morrison Cup Best Female B.F. 
Sheep bred by Exhibitor: D 
MacCorquodale; McGregor Cup: 
Group 3 Female B. F. Sheep: D 
MacCorquodale; Keil Cup: Group 
3 Female + 1 Male B. F. Sheep: D 
MacCorquodale; Achnacone Cup 
B.F. Champion: D MacCorquodale; 
Johnnies Cup Best Overall Sheep 
Female: D MacCorquodale; N. 
E. Shield Best Overall Male 
Sheep: Mrs Troughton; Cameron 
Cup Best Home Bred B F Male 
Sheep; J H Weir; Royal Bank 
Cup Overall Sheep Champion:
D MacCorquodale; Blades 
Cup Pure Bred Champion: D 
MacCorquodale; Allward Cup 
Pet Lamb: Roan & Eva MacColl; 
Tigh an Tuim Cup Cross Sheep: A 

MacGilvary; Appin Show Cup B 
F Ewe Lamb: D MacCorquodale; 
Glencrerran Cup Cross Lambs: 
Lorne MacDougall; Community 
Trust Plate: Sandy Lawrie.

DOGS: Quaich Best Collie Dog: 
Mairi Auld & Ceilidh; Granville 
Cup Best Pet Dog: Sally Thomson 
& Sparky; Vets Cup Champion 
Dog: Sally Thomson & Sparky.

HIGHLAND  CATTLE:
Tordarroch Cup Bull Any Age: 
1 I & S MacKay,2 D Buchanan, 
3 M Polland; Ardbahan Shield 
Vetern Cow: 1 Mrs J Stricktland, 2 
Mr & Mrs D Lewis; Achnacloich 
Centenery Salver Cow with calf 
or in milk: 1 D Buchanan, 2 Mr & 
Mrs R D Schuster; Loch Melfort 
Cup Heifer 3 yrs old: 1 & 2 Mr 
& Mrs O’Hara, 3 Mr & Mrs R D 
Schuster; Heifer 2 yrs old: 1 M 
Polland, 2 Mrs J Stricktland, 3 Mr 
& Mrs R D Schuster; The O’Hara 
Cup Yearling Heifer: 1 Sir W 
Lithgow, 2 Mr & Mrs Rd Schuster, 
3 Mrs J Stricktland; Royal Bank 
of Scotland Cup Calf: 1 Mrs J 
Stricktland, 2 Mr D Buchanan, 3 
Mr & Mrs D Schuster; Creagan 
Cup Group of Three: 1 Mr & Mrs 
D Schuster; Cnoc Millennium 
Cup Champion: M Polland; Balure 
Cup Reserve: Mr & Mrs O’Hara, 
Ormsary Estate; Appleyard 
Landrover Trophy Longest 
Distance Travelled: Ormsary 
Estate; Best Stockman: Willie 
MacLean; Youngest Stockman:
Aaron MacKay.

Youth to fore 
at popular 
Appin Show
SUNNY weather and a good 
variety of stock and stalls this 

one of the most attractive shows 
in the west Highlands.

With a backdrop of Castle 
Stalker, the show ground was 
busy on Saturday, as gate 
numbers and stock numbers 
were up on previous years.

Youth seemed to be the 
theme of the day. The village’s 
Highland dancers gave a display 
and collected £270 to help their 
fundraising effort for a November 
trip to EuroDisney, teenager 
Sandy Lawrie was awarded the 
annual young people’s trophy 
for citizenship and there were 
prizes for a handful of young 
exhibitors.

One of those youngsters 
was eight-year-old Dougie 
MacDonald, who helped his 
dad, Douglas (Tyree), to show 
this year’s supreme champion, 
a 10-month-old Limousin cross 
heifer.

Douglas said the heifer, sired 
by Tyree’s own stock bull, 
Tweedside Upstanding, would 
be at Oban Mart’s September 
sale.

In the cattle championship it 
beat a two-year-old Highland 

heifer from Mr and Mrs Poland, 
Mottistone, which was also 
Highland champion at the Royal 
Highland Show and Lorn Show 
this year.

Morag Odhar of Mottistone 
was sired by Eoin Mhor of 
Miungairigh and out of Morag 
Odhar 2nd of Kindrochaid.

In a very competitive Highland 
class, judged by W Thomson, 
Woodneuk Farm, Barrhead, 
reserve went to Cannach 27th 
of Achnacloich from the Cnoc 
Fold, Appin, which was sired by 
Angus of Torloisk. 

Stuart MacKay brought along 
his champion Highland bull at the 
2010 Royal Highland Show and 
it took the same honour at Appin 
this year. From the Achnacroish 
fold, the bull was bred by Stuart’s 
late grandmother, Connie 
MacNaughton.

Reserve supreme champion 
on the day and best overall 
sheep was a Blackface from Do 
MacCorquodale, Achnaba. 

A multiple previous winner at 
Appin Show, it had been three 
years since Do had won the 
Blackface title and said he was 
delighted to have regained the 
prize.

outing and was sired by Rannoch 
tup MacDougall and out of a 
home-bred dam by a Glen Cally 
sire.

In the sheep championship 
it had beaten a Blue Leicester 
and Blackface cross mule from 
Archie MacGillivray and a 
Blueface Leicester from Alan 
MacKellar. 

Rounding off an ‘unbelievable’ 
day for the MacCorquodales and 
continuing the success of young 
exhibitors, were Do’s children, 
Mairi, aged 7, and Donnie, 5, 
who won the home bred section 
with a Texel tup lamb, by a 
Cambwell sire.

Male Blackface champion was 
a two-sheer tup from Messrs 
Troughton, Ardachy, which 
was bought as a shearling at 
Dalmally.

Away from the show ring 
there were displays by Local 
Origins Rural Network and 
Appin Historical Society, among 
others.

The now annual tug-of-war 
grudge match between two 
Appin ladies teams once again 
captured everyone’s attention, 
as did the tossing the sheaf 
competition won by Appin’s 
David Colthart.

Joint winners of the pet lamb competition were brother and 
sister Roan, aged 3, and Eva, 5, MacColl. 15_t34appin07

Appin’s young Highland dancers gave a display to help their 
fundraising effort for a trip to EuroDisney. 15_t34appin05

A 10-month-old Limousin cross heifer from Douglas MacDonald, Tyree, was supreme champion at Appin. 15_t34appin06

Above, Appin Historical Society 
members Roger Evan, left, and 

Neill Malcolm in the society 
tent where a Coat of Arms that 

Roger had repaired was the 
main attraction. The society is 
still investigating its origins. 

15_t34appin02

The Stalker Ladies, right, who 
retained their tug-of-war title 

are all smiles. 15_t34appin09

Left, Morag Odhar of 
Mottistone, shown by 

stockman Willie MacLean, was 
Highland champion. 

15_t34appin01

The Appin young people’s award for citizenship was presented 
by David Craig to 16-year-old Sandy Lawrie, who gritted roads 

and paths last winter. 15_t34appin08

Islay DNA profiling         
results to be 
revealed

APPIN SHOW TROPHY WINNERS

HISTORIAN Alistair Moffat 
will reveal the results of DNA 

the Isle of Islay at the island’s 
book festival next week.

Mr Moffat’s team visited Islay 
to take DNA samples from 
lleachs for a project to chart 
Scots’ ancestry. 

On this visit to the Islay Book 
Festival at Port Ellen Primary 
School, September 3 – 4, he will 
be talking about the surprising 
results of that survey and how 
it has led to a re-appraisal of 
history.

In his second session, Alistair 
will talk about his latest book 
‘The Faded Map’. 

He brings to vivid life the half 
forgotten kings and kingdoms 
of 2,000 years ago, the time of 
the Romans, the Dark Ages and 
Medieval times, taking you on 
a remarkable journey around a 
lost Scotland. 

Book festival tickets are 
available on the door or via 
the website islaybookfestival.
com.                                        SC

Police probe thefts 
from fuel tanks
POLICE on Islay have increased 
patrols for ‘the foreseeable 
future’ following a spate of 
thefts from fuel tanks.

Reports of such thefts have 
been a problem for a number of 
months but they have become 
more common recently, police 
said. 

Thefts have taken place on 
agricultural premises, business 
premises and from cars parked 
close to homes and security 
advice has been given to 
victims. 

However, islanders are being 
encouraged to increase security 

anti-siphon device. 
Any information relating to 

people involved in thefts can be 
given to police in Bowmore or 
anonymously to Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111.

Good news is no 
news, says chief
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
chief executive Sally Loudon 
has voiced her concern that 
‘good news’ from the council 
does not get space in The Oban 
Times.

At a meeting of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles Area Committee 
last Wednesday, she said: ‘I 
think it is often the case we 
can see all the things that 
happen that are positive but it 

The Oban Times. We need to 
get people to engage in local 
politics to see what is going on.

‘It is an age-old problem. 
We are looking at our external 
communications. We put 
out lots of positive messages 
but we all know what sells 
newspapers.’

Celebrations a 
success for all
OBAN’S bicentenary 
celebrations were not only a 
great success for Oban but the 
whole of Argyll and Bute.

Councillor Neil Mackay 
told the executive meeting in 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead, last 
week, it all went very well. ‘It 
was a great success and it was 
down to an awful lot of work,’ 
he said.

Councillor Ellen Morton 
said that from what she’s read 
the celebrations were a great 
success and extended her 
congratulations.
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WHEN YOU LOOKED IN THE MIRROR 
THIS MORNING, WHAT DID YOU THINK?
How many times do you have to cringe at your 
refl ection before you take the fi rst step towards a 
better you? Do you fi nd yourself hiding your body 
from your loved one in shame, and longing for more 
self confi dence? Are you hopeful to lead a long 
and energetic life, as a healthy role model for your 
children? We all know that feeling fat and unhappy 
affects everything in our lives badly, but we often 
don’t know where to look for help. Well, your search 
is over…

YOU KNOW YOU NEED TO EXERCISE, BUT 
YOU JUST DON’T KNOW WHERE TO START

We all know the statistics. More than half of the 
population is either overweight or obese. As a country 
we are in the grips of a frightening epidemic. People 
who are overweight or obese are at increased risk 
of type 2 diabetes, coronary heart disease, stroke 
and congestive heart failure. Regular exercise is the 
magic pill to losing weight, toning up, feeling great 
and most of all, reducing many serious health risks 
that you could be facing in your future.

YOU NEED HELP,
AND WE WANT TO HELP YOU
In response to these scary statistics, and so you 
can make a change for life in 2011, due to popular 
demand Energie Fitness Club has released 75 
memberships, for only £4.49 per week. This saves 
you up to £647! With your membership you get full 
access to our extensive range of gym equipment, 
including cardio machines, resistance equipment 
& free weights. In addition to all of this, inclusive 
of the £4.49 per week, you get a comprehensive 

fi tness programme including instruction 
on use of the equipment and ongoing 
reassessments every 6 weeks so you 
always feel motivated, supported and 

excited to be fi nally getting results!

ENERGIE FITNESS CLUB IS A PLACE 
FOR ALL AGES, SHAPES & SIZES
We pride ourselves in giving you an environment 
where you feel totally comfortable to exercise. We 
happily provide personalised fi tness advice for the 
elderly, de-conditioned, obese, injured, beginner 
and just for everyday people. Being non-trendy and 
very friendly helps you get started and really feel 
comfortable and happy at Energie Fitness Club.

£4.49
per week paid monthly

SAVE UP TO £647!

CALL TODAY ON 
01631 561010
HURRY!!! DON’T MISS OUT!!

4FEEL GREAT

HURRY...ONLY 75 PLACES!

17 Lochavullin Road, Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL
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20 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, August 22, 1991

Islay water for sale 
AN island famous for its whisky is soon to 
start producing mineral water. 

Islay Water which comes from a crevice in 
some of the oldest rocks in Britain (around 800 
million years) is the idea of James MacEwan, 
manager of Bowmore Distillery, and Thomas 
Wilkes, a trustee of Laggan Estates. 

The two men originally wanted to market 
this natural product as spring water. 

It comes from a deep well at Castlehill 
known as the Eye of Eternity Spring. 

However, because the water, which has a 
slight tinge similar to champagne, exceeds the 
EEC limits for colour, it could not be bottled as 
spring water. 

Although the men were represented by a QC 
at the European Court, there was no way round 
this rule although says Mr MacEwan, ‘We 
know our water is the best.’ 

Islay Water is therefore to be mineral water 
which means it must be bottled at source and 
undergo two years of monitoring. Neither 
requirement is necessary for spring water 
making its production much cheaper, but as Mr 
MacEwan says: ‘It looks as if EEC legislation 
will soon require the same standards for spring 
water so we may well have had to go through 

this process anyway.’ 
He adds: ‘Mineral water has more of a 

prestige factor although the general public are 
unaware of the difference.’

Lost… one skeleton 
DOES anyone reading this have a skeleton in 
their closet that doesn’t belong to them? 

At a coffee morning held in Oban’s Red 
Cross Centre last Saturday in aid of the 
Kurdish Relief Appeal a skeleton used for 
demonstration purposes was accidentally sold. 

One of the organisers, Nurse Frances 
Parkinson, takes up the story:.

‘We were moving boxes in for one of the 
stalls and the box with the skeleton was 
mistaken for one of the items and we sold it to 
a young English-spoken couple with a wee girl 
and boy.

‘It was only later that we found out that the 
skeleton belonged to Mrs Joyce Loynds, of the 
Red Cross. 

‘We are very embarrassed by the incident 
and we are hoping the family or someone who 
knows them reads this and returns it.’

The lad was said to have been delighted with 
his purchase, however Mrs Loynds was said to 
be upset at the loss of the teaching aid which 
has been in the family for about 39 years.

The late, late post 
A LETTER posted in Lochgilphead more than 
three years ago arrived at its destination in 
Oban this month. 

The letter was addressed to a business 
– which has asked to remain nameless – on 
December 13, 1987, and contained a request 
for a quotation.  The same business has had 
regular problems with mail going missing or 
astray. This week it received a letter posted by 
Oban’s Print Shop on August 6 which has been 
franked in Lincoln. 

Two years ago the proprieter of the 
beleaguered business had his credit cut off 
by several customers owning to a cheque not 
arriving at its destination. 

He is not alone – Hazelbank Motors sent a 
cheque to a local company over a month ago 
and the payment has still not arrived. Other 
Oban businesses have noticed that the amount 
of missing mail has increased in the last two or 
three months. 

About six cheques posted to The Oban Times
have not been received and about six sent out 
by the paper have not reached their destination. 
Mrs Linda Higgins of the accounts department 

very erratic and recently its been quite bad.’ 
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Last
week’s 
solution

Across
1 Benefit (4)
3 Flexible (8)
9 Illustrate in detail (7)
10 Pelvic bones (5)
11 Substitution (12)
13 Soothe (6)
15 Big test (6)
17 Go-between (12)
20 Fork part (5)
21 To that place (7)
22 Ineffectual (4,4)
23 Celebrity (4)

Down
1 Accelerations (8)
2 French caps (5)
4 Figure out (6)
5 Afternoon (4,8)
6 Burn up (7)
7 Dash (4)
8 Ready to leave (5,7)
12 One who watches acts (8)
14 Comply (7)
16 Nauseant (6)
18 Secret one? (5)
19 Beautiful stone (4)

Four year-old Seumas MacFarlane, of Glenfinnan, was given the honour of raising the flag to 
open the Glenfinnan Gathering and Highland Games on Saturday. Seamus, the grandson of 

local Gaelic speaker Tearlach MacFarlane, set the Saltire flying proudly - with only a little help 
from Glenfinnan Estate manager Alastair Gibson. The event attracted a crowd of about 2,000 

and was ‘a great family day out,’ according to Glenfinnan Community Council secretary Eileen 
O’Rua. ‘There was a quite a good mixture of locals and tourists – and we had a great dance in 

the hotel afterwards,’ Eileen told The Oban Times.

Mallaig
up in arms 
over bank 
closures
BANK OF Scotland customers 
in Mallaig are fuming at the 
continuing closure of their local 
branch for two days a week 
because of staff shortages.

The Oban Times understands 
one staff member from the usual 
complement of three has recently 
retired and is yet to be replaced.

Remaining Mallaig staff are 
also currently being seconded to 
Fort William on a twice-weekly 
basis to provide cover there, 
meaning the bank in Mallaig has 
to close on those days.

Mallaig Community Council 
(MCC) has been deluged with 
complaints about the lack of 
service, especially at the height 
of the tourist season.

The port is enjoying a busy 
summer with visitors packing 
out the steam train from Fort 
William, the A830 Road to the 
Isles and the ferry to and from 
Armadale.

MCC contacted the bank 
earlier in the year to say the level 
of service was unacceptable, 
but the BoS’s inconclusive reply 
offered no immediate solution.

Almost three months later, 
Bank of Scotland Mallaig branch 
is still open only three days a 
week. Normal opening hours 
are 9.15am to 4.45pm, Monday 
to Friday.

MCC chairman John 

A FORT William fun event to be held 
on Saturday in aid of local families 
affected by cancer has already attracted 
more than 100 entrants.

mile duathlon from Lochaber Leisure 
Centre - saw 280 participants raise 
£14,000 for local charity Cancer Care 
in the Highlands in 2010.

Organisers are hoping for similar 

from local businesses.

support efforts to combat ‘this dreadful 
disease’ – either as spectators making a 
donation or participants. The all-ability 
duathlon starts with a mass warm up 
at 11.30am before the staggered start 

at noon for the competitive section, 
juniors/under16’s, the non-competitive 

Participants will complete a three and a 
half mile run, jog or walk followed by 
a nine and a half mile cycle on scenic 
trails and roads around Fort William.

Main sponsors are Marine Harvest, 
Ferguson Transport (Spean Bridge), 

Electricals. Nevis Cycles chipped in 

Autospares, the Nevis Centre, Dragon’s 

the day and at the evening ceilidh 
and prizegiving in the Nevis Centre 
at 7.30pm.  Entry and sponsor forms 
can be downloaded from www.

the day is between 9am and 11am.
Inspiration behind the event was 

Sharon Fraser, a young mother of four 
boys from South Laggan who wanted to 
give something back in appreciation of 
her care whilst ill with cancer. Sharon 
sadly passed away in December 2008, 
but it was her expressed wish that the 
duathlon should continue.

FORT William Chamber of 
Commerce has welcomed the 
news that Tesco is to open an 
out-of-town supermarket in the 
town.

As revealed in last week’s Oban 
Times, Tesco will open a 70,000 
square foot supermarket as part 
of the £50million development 
at Blar Mhor, with Christmas 
2012 pencilled in as a possible 
opening date for the store.

CoC chairman Robert Hawkes 
told The Oban Times the chamber 
did not have any worries about 
how the new shop will affect the 
town’s High Street.

He said: ‘The High Street has 
its own problems which are quite 
separate to any retail park being 

from this as there will be more 
shoppers staying in Fort William 
and hopefully it will attract 
shoppers who would otherwise 
be going to Inverness.’

Mr Hawkes did say he felt 
keeping the existing Tesco 
Metro on High Street open was 
crucial for the future of the High 
Street.

He said: ‘The Tesco Metro 
is very important as it brings 
tourists who just want to buy a 
few small things into the High 

Street area and keeping it open 
is vital.’

Tesco have made assurances 
the Metro store will be kept 
open. 

Mr Hawkes also said 
the chamber hoped the 
announcement would help 
convince other businesses to put 
their cash into Fort William.

‘Hopefully with Tesco here 
other major retailers will be 
attracted to invest in the town,’ 
he said. ‘Another big advantage 
is this will help to get the 
Lochybridge junction sorted 
out.

‘It’s win-win as far as we’re 
concerned, and we’re happy that 
at long last we have a positive 
decision and an end to years of 
uncertainty.’

commit to Miller Development’s 
plans for a 105-acre site next the 
A830 at Blar Mhor.

The plans also envisage a new 

weather sports pitch, a combined 
police-ambulance headquarters 
and a relocated Belford Hospital, 
with helicopter landing facility, 

becomes available, as well as the 
supermarket.

John MacMillan: angry at bank. 
20_f34bank01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

MacMillan told The Oban Times:
‘The village is up in arms about 
it. The community council is 
getting a number of complaints 
about the opening times and the 
closures. 

‘We also know that staff are 
being detailed to Fort William. 
If anything goes wrong there 
they take staff from outlying 

banks, which are then closed 
to temporarily leave people in 
those outlying communities 
with no service. 

‘Pulling staff away is causing 
us a real problem. I don’t see 
them chasing people up to 
Mallaig if there’s a problem 
here. They have assured us they 
are doing their best, but that is 
not good enough.’

MCC is certain to debate 

meeting after the summer recess 
on September 6, Mr MacMillan 
said.

A Bank of Scotland 
spokesperson told The Oban 
Times
that the Mallaig branch is 
currently closing two days a 
week due to staff shortages. 
Customers have been given 
advanced noticed of this 
action. 

‘We take our responsibility of 
providing a good service very 
seriously and are currently 
interviewing for new staff. We 
look to have the branch back 

next few months.’
The bank was interviewing 

applicants for the post yesterday, 
raising hopes of a solution within 
a much faster timescale. None of 
the applicants are believed to be 
local.

Chamber 
welcomes
Tesco move

Crunch talks on plan for 
biomass power plant

-
posed to a proposed biomass 
power plant in the village are 
this morning (Thursday) travel-
ling to Inverness for a crunch 
meeting on the plan.

Planners refused Northern En-
ergy Developments Ltd (NEDL) 
permission to build the £20mil-

delegated powers in March.
NEDL appealed the decision 

and will have their case heard 
by the planning review body at 
council headquarters. The Dum-
friesshire-based company wants 
to site the station on a redundant 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
depot, which is earmarked for 
industrial use.

Residents Neil and daughter 

Community Council secretary 
John Fleming will be among 
those attending the meeting.

Mr Fleming, of Ardgarry Farm, 
said: ‘We are not opposed to the 
plant in principle – it’s just the 
location opposite the cemetery 
that is wrong.’

NEDL maintain the proposed 
development meets all local and 
national planning requirements, 
could create six local jobs and 
would power 10,000 homes.

Meanwhile on Tuesday, Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber planning 
and applications committee ap-
proved Highland Council’s plan 
to remove the roof on the former 
Fort William Senior Secondary 
School on Achintore Road.

LOCHALSH is still celebrat-
ing after local shinty team 
Kinlochshiel booked their place 
in the Scottish Hydro Premier 
Division by beating local rivals 
Skye 5-1 at Pairc nan Laoch in 
Portree on Saturday.

The big game saw an exodus 
of ’Shiel fans from Dornie, Kyle 
and other Lochalsh villages 
travelling up the A87 to the 
island capital. More than 
100 made the trip in various 
forms of transport, including a 
48-seater coach. ‘It was almost 
a case of get there by train, 
plane or automobile,’ delighted 

The Oban Times.
Kinlochshiel have won all 

12 games so far in their North 
Division 1 campaign and their 

year represents a major boost 
for west coast shinty.

Champions! Kinlochshiel 
captain Keith MacRae lifts the 

North Division 1 trophy.

’Shiel book 
place in 
shinty’sFOUR people had to be airlifted 

from the Ben Nevis area 
after injuring themselves in 
two separate incidents while 
climbing on Monday night.

A couple were picked up by 
the Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team (LMRT) helicopter after 
a woman damaged her leg near 
Carn Mor Dearg. 

Two climbers in a separate 
group were rescued after getting 
stuck on Douglas Boulder on 
the Ben.

The incidents were among 
a number of call-outs for the 
rescue team over the weekend.

On Friday night a casualty 
had to be taken off the path up 
Ben Nevis after injuring his leg. 
Another man fell and injured 
his leg while walking near 

Sunday night.
LMRT team leader John 

Stevenson told The Oban Times:
‘I think the bad weather caused 
them some problems, it was 
very wet.’

Mountain rescue 
helicopter airlifts 
four to safety

NOT a drop of rain this 
year at the Bunessan Show: 
we were beginning to get a 
reputation for bad weather! 
Instead, glorious sunshine and 
good-natured crowds. Many 
folk visited the Parish Church 
stall. 

They looked at our display 
of some of the things that go 
on inside the church: harvest 
festivals and family worship, a 

Macmillan coffee morning. 
Pictures showed a welcome at 

the door and the new minister 
greeting folk at the end of the 
induction service.  

Many in our community 
only enter the church for a 
wedding or a funeral. We want 
to share what’s happening week 
by week, all year round – a 
consistent ministry of welcome 
and worship. 

Some pictures, though, were 
taken outside the church: the 

group gathered on the shore to 
celebrate on Easter morning; a 
cross garlanded with daffodils; 
carols and home-bakes in 
the community hall: a wider 
witness. And of course there 
was a witness in our presence at 
the show – many conversations 
with the minister, many folk 
signing a card for Cathy in 
hospital, care for and interest in 
people’s daily lives. 

accounts of Jesus in the Temple 
or the synagogue, and many 
more of him meeting folk in 
their homes, on the road, and 
in desert places.  The ministry 
of the church cannot be 
contained in buildings. It was 
right there at Bunessan Show. 
As our display proclaimed: 
‘The Church is much loved 
buildings. But above all the 
Church is people.’

Jan Sutch Pickard, a 
Methodist preacher on Mull

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

The display proclaimed 
‘the Church is people’

Staff and friends of an Oban beauty salon recently climbed Ben Nevis to raise funds for Riding for 
the Disabled. Eleven people joined The Studio Hair and Beauty’s team and all of them managed to 

reach the top of Scotland’s highest peak.  More than £600 was raised thanks to their efforts. 

Salon staff aim high to raise £600
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New road 
opens up 
landlocked
woodland

MSPs Michael Russell and Richard Lochhead open the 15 km long 
haul out route near Dervaig on Mull. 16_t34route1

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Mull community company’s 
timber sales will cover costs

A NEW road on Mull has opened 
up a huge expanse of landlocked 
timber.

North West Mull Community 
Woodland Company 
(NWMCWC) opened the road 
last Thursday helped by MSPs 
Richard Lochhead, rural affairs 
and environment minister, and 
Michael Russell, constituency 
MSP in Argyll and Bute. 

Ian Hepburn, project manager, 
explained the need for the road. 
He said: ‘The woodlands are 
some 700 hectares and were 
purchased for £342,000 in 
2006 under the National Forest 
Land Scheme from Forestry 
Commission Scotland, with 
the assistance of Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, The 
Robertson Trust, Hugh Fraser 
Foundation local fundraising 
and an interest free loan. 

‘We always knew we would 
have to come up with an 
innovative way of bringing the 
timber out of the forest. 

‘It was hoped that a road would 
have been built as part of plans 
from the Forestry Commission 
and Argyll and Bute Council, 
but until an agreement was 
made to build 15 kilometres of 
road it was landlocked asset on 
a hillside.’

More than half the local 
population are a member of the 
community company showing 
the local support for the project.

‘The Haul Out Road will be 

two years timber sales.’
In a detailed presentation 

Mr Hepburn, who has been 

employed by the company for 
two years, told a packed Dervaig 
Hall that the group had brought 
forward an open book contract 
with woodland company Tilhill 
to complete the £1.334m contract 
to get the road open.’ 

Colin Morrison, chairman 
of NWMCWC, said: ‘The 
completion of the North West 
Mull Timber Haul Route means 
hundreds of thousands of tons of 
previously landlocked timber, 
both our own and the Forestry 
Commission’s, can be harvested 
and brought to market. 

‘It brings NWMCWC to a 
point where we can now manage 
our local woodlands effectively 

community. Without the road all 

our other projects would have 
been in doubt.’ 

The company is hoping to 
secure a route off the island to 
remove the timber and are in 
discussion with a sea-haulage 
operator to remove the timber.

Other challenging aspirations 
include the provision of 
affordable housing, Micro Hydro 
Power generation  and greater 
and improved community access 
to the restructured woodlands. 
We will continue to work 
positively towards delivering 

Michael Russell MSP praised 
the group for its tenacity in 

situation and making the best of 
the resource.

Firefighters Dougie Black, left, and Dougie MacLean with the donated auction pieces. 15_t34fire01

FIREFIGHTERS in Oban will 
be hoping an open day and 
dance this weekend will raise 
thousands of pounds for the 
Ryan MacPhail Memorial Fund.

Crew members will host 
the event at the station on 
Saturday from noon to 4pm and 
thereafter will also host a dance 
from 7.30pm.

And they have received a 
knockout donation of signed 
Lennox Lewis boxing gloves to 
help them on their way.

Watch Commander Dougie 
Black, who is organising the 
event along with colleague 
Watch Commander Dougie 
MacLean, said: ‘We have been 
given the boxing gloves and a 
signed John McEnroe tennis 
shirt by an anonymous donor, 
which is extremely kind and 
will hopefully help us raise as 
much money as possible in an 
auction on the day.’

On display
Both auction pieces are on 

display in the Oban Sports 
Shop.

The Ryan MacPhail Memorial 
Fund was set up by Ryan’s 
parents following the 16-year-
old’s death in 2003. 

The fund gives grants to 
local sports groups and junior 
clubs, as well as individuals for 
medical treatment.

Dougie added: ‘We are keen 
to raise money for this local 
charity because of the good 
work it does, so we are hoping 
for a good turnout to the open 
day and the dance.’

Ryan’s father, Alan, has been 

for more than 18 years.

Firefighters hope open day and 
dance will be a knock-out success

THE OBAN in Bloom Competition saw a few 
changes in the town’s garden pecking order. 

Not only did long-term champion Andy 
MacDowell’s reign come to an end  after seven 

houses behind the hospital took three of the top 
trphies.

It was all smiles and good fun as Ross 
Dalgetty was crowned large garden champion 
to succeed Andy.

hands on the MacDougall Cup. 
Winning best small garden, the Kinlochlaich 

Salver for best private garden and The Oban 
Times Quaich was Christine Dryden for her 
beautiful tiered garden. 

She has made a fantastic effort by 
transforming what others may consider a rock 
face into a sea of colour – a truly deserved 
winner.

Trophies 
galore for 
town’s great 
gardeners

Christine Dryden shows off her beautiful garden 
to Oban in Bloom organisers John MacKenzie 

and Andy MacDowell.
16_t34gardenwinner1

Ross Dalgetty brims with pride as he takes the 
Large Garden MacDougall Cup Trophy from 
Andy MacDowell after his seven year reign. 

Oban in Bloom secretary John MacKenzie looks 
on. 16_t34flower1

McCaig Trust 
governors award 
seven bursaries
AT THEIR meeting in Oban last week, the 
governors of Catherine McCaig’s Trust awarded 
seven open bursaries to students going to study 
Gaelic at Scottish universities. 

The bursaries were won by Alison Bruce, 
Inverness Royal Academy, Allan MacDonald, 
St Mary’s Music School, Edinburgh, Anna 
MacKenzie and Mairi Maclean, both 
The Nicolson Institute, Stornoway, Mairi 
Maclennan and Karen Oakley, both Charleston 
Academy, Inverness and Catherine Macleod, 
Sgoil Ghaidhlig Ghlaschu.

Alison Bruce is going on to study at Aberdeen 
University, Allan MacDonald and Catherine 
Macleod will go to Edinburgh University, 
Karen Oakley will go to Glasgow University 
and Anna MacKenzie, Mairi Maclean and 
Mairi Maclennan will all attend the University 
of the Highlands and Islands.

Exceptional 
The governors noted that while the number of 

applicants this year was quite low, there were 
some exceptional candidates. 

The general standard was excellent with 
almost all applicants having achieved an 
A-grade pass in Gaidhlig at Advanced Higher 
level. 

 Once more, a number of excellent Gaelic 
students are committing to a career in teaching 
through the medium of Gaelic which is 
indicative of a desire among this generation to 
ensure the future of the language. 

Members of Oban Bowling Club held a very successful fete on Saturday afternoon.
There was a wide range of products on sale with some fabulous home baking and home grown 

veggies and plants on offer. 16_t34bowl1

Visitors bowled over at club’s fete

Four groups receive Awards cash
FOUR groups from Argyll and 
Bute shared £36,632 in Awards 
for All Grants. 

The latest round of funding, 
include a grant to Lorn and Oban 
Healthy Options Ltd of £10,000, 
while Tarbert Community 
healing Garden was awarded 
£9,882.

Kirn Gala Committee received 
£6,750 and Bute Conservation 
Trust was awarded £10,000. 

Michael Russell MSP 
welcomed the awards. He said: 
‘I am delighted that four Argyll 
and Bute projects have been 
successful in this latest round. 

‘I have written today to each 

of them to congratulate them on 
this success and will be making 
arrangements to visit each of 
them in the near future to see 

‘I would pay tribute to those 
involved whose hard work and 

Argyll and Bute a better place.’ 

Social work services 
‘making good progress’

Council urged to raise 
awareness of charity

SOCIAL work services in 
Argyll and Bute are ‘making 
good progress on a well-planned 
improvement journey’ an in-
spection has found.

Social Care and Social Work 
Improvement Scotland (SC-
SWIS) carried out the inspection 
in February on the area’s social 

presented to councillors in a 
detailed report.

Rosie Lawrence, senior inspec-
tor for SCSWIS, told a meeting 
of the full council last week that 
there was no area where they 

-
tial assessment considered both 
performance and improvement 
activity.

The analysis of risk was 

based on nine questions, which 
SCSWIS used to analyse infor-
mation and data gathered on the 
council.

She said that there were four 

uncertainty.
‘What I found overall is there 

was a broad improvement in 
the social work in Argyll and 
Bute. What we have now asked 
the council to do is develop an 
action plan,’ she said.

Councillor Andrew Nisbet, 
spokesman for social affairs, 
said: ‘The reason that we are 
making the changes we are is to 
continue to improve the services 
offered to the Argyll and Bute 
community.’

ELECTED members of Argyll 
and Bute Council were given an 
insight into the Dalmally-based 
international charity Mary’s 
Meals.

Tony Begly, of the charity, gave 
a presentation to a meeting of the 
full council last week and spoke 
about the various countries it 
helps and the issues facing those 
countries.

As well as his presentation Mr 
Begly also showed a short video 

to watch.
The charity currently has 32 

overseas projects with 24 project 
partners in 16 countries.

Its aim is to provide one meal 
a day to a child in education to 
help stop malnutrition in some of 

the world’s poorest countries.It 
currently feeds 557,000 children 
across the world, costing just 
three pence per meal for one 
child.

The councillors were keen 
to know what they could do to 
help the charity, with discussion 
about employee schemes and 
voluntary contributions.

Mr Begly told the councillors: 
‘We don’t need fortunes. 

‘I would simply ask the council 
and councillors of Argyll and 
Bute to be aware of the fantastic 
work Mary’s Meals does but 
to convey the message to your 
schools and clubs that they 
can help through our schemes, 
including our bag pack project, 
at no cost.’

A MAN has denied assaulting a 
woman and threatening a couple 
at an address in Ardfern on 
Sunday August 14. 

Niall Bryce Shaw, aged 26, 
was bailed to 5 Victoria Terrace, 
Ardrishaig, until he returns to 
court on 15 November. 

Defendant denies 
assault and threats

Path plans       
under discussion
PLANS for a path between 
Tesco supermarket and 
Oban’s High Street are on the 
negotiating table.

Oban, Lorn and the Islands 
area committee was ‘delighted’ 
to hear that Tesco has been in 
negotiation with Sustrans, the 
sustainable transport charity, 
which is recording all the 
walking routes in the area.

Jonathan Welch, Argyll and 
Bute transport planner, said: 
‘We have been in discussion 
with Tesco. As part of a store 

is considering the upgrade of 
this path.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘I am absolutely delighted 
that this path is at last going to 
take place. That is one of the top 
performing stores in Scotland 
and I think they owe us a wee 
bit back. Building this path or 
ramp shows they are committed 
to the people of the town.’

Childcare workers 
must register
CHILDCARE workers are 
being reminded they need to 
register with the Scottish Social 
Services Council (SSSC) before 
September 30.

The legislation makes it 
compulsory for workers 
involved in the day care of 
children to register and means 
that the staff working within 
day care of children services are 
of good character, hold relevant 

develop the skills to work with 
children and young people.

Some workers may be 
registered with other bodies like 
the General Teaching Council 
for Scotland, but those that are 
not must register with the SSSC. 
Applications must be received 
as soon as possible and those 
not registering with the SSSC 
must notify the SSSC of their 
circumstances.

For more information on 
registration and employers’ 
responsibilities visit the SSSC 
website www.sssc.uk.com.

Newsdesk: 
01631 568000
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Duggan and Rob Hines.
Known as the singing

shepherd, Iain’s songs and
tunes are varied but clearly

moving school of the Scottish
ballad tradition.

Lismore heard him with
Marc Duff, a co-founder of
Capercaillie, who went solo in
1995 and now plays whistles,
Bodhran, bouzouki, recorder
and wind synthesizer. There
was great enthusiasm for the
classy guitar playing of Rob
Hines and the singing of Ann
Duggan which had elements of
blues in her country style.

Altogether, a very varied and
enjoyable evening.  

Mull LinesLISMORE

Members of the Lismore Youth Theatre and Walking Theatre Company during their entertaining 
tribute to Alexander Carmichael.

Lorraine King the new access Officer in the Lismore Museum.

THE LISMORE Museum has
appointed Lorraine King as

being funded from a grant
from the Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation.

Lorraine, who started on
August 1 and will remain
in post for a minimum of 18
months, will be working to
ensure that the museum’s
collections become available to
a growing audience. She will
develop a hands-on programme
of events for primary schools in
the area, put together travelling
displays and establish contact
with other museums to foster
exchange of items.

Every year at least 1,500
adults and many more children
visit the award-winning
museum at the Heritage Centre,
and extending access will
greatly enhance their experience
of the many attractions.

LISMORE Youth Theatre
with the Walking Theatre
Company gave islanders
another highly entertaining and
informative play, a tribute to
one of Lismore’s most famous
sons, the folklorist Alexander
Carmichael.

The idea came from The
museum’s events organiser
Jennifer Baker, the historical
expertise from Robert Hay
and David White, and the play
was written and directed by
Sadie Dixon-Spain of Argyll’s
innovative Walking Theatre
Company.

Apart from Sadie and Liam
Calgie of the Walking Theatre,
the cast were all from the island
and showed no sign of being
outshone by their professional
fellow actors. Ruben Campbell-
Paine played the excise man
Alexander who was constantly
wanting not just to travel about
the islands but to record all he
could of the lives of islanders.
With him were Lorraine
King as his mother, and Josie
McMeddes, Tess McMeddes
and Sophie King all of whom
played multiple parts. It was

outing with the company and
she very convincingly played

again. The music was provided
by Stephen Green and Mairi
Campbell and Anne Livingstone
directed the dance sequence,
an Orcadian Strip the Widow,
a play on the dance name,
and danced by the company
and the audience. Although
Liosachs have always known
about Alexander Carmichael,
these days he is also of interest
to the wider academic Gaelic
world because of his great
work Carmina Gadelica. The
play was performed on three
successive days and, although

free, the other two enjoyed
generous August downpours.
However spirits were not
dampened and the Lismore café

tea on the third and after the
Saturday drenching there was
wine and cheese.

A CANDLELIT supper hosted
by Beth Campbell featured
music from Iain Thomson and
Marc Duff with Ann

A group of Gaeilge speakers from Ireland attended a course in 
Scottish Gaelic at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, UHI in Sleat recently.

Colmcille has funded the courses since its inception, to enhance 
communication between speakers of Irish and Gaelic. Pictured 
are Caoimhín Mag Uiginn, Ian O Donnell, Deirdre NicEanruig, 

Ruth Brennan, Seumas MacCole, Seamus MacConmidhe, Patrick 
Farrelly, Nicola Carty and course tutor Beathag Mhoireasdan.

SLEAT

KINLOCHLEVEN
THE NORTH of Scotland breast
screening mobile unit will be
in Kinlochleven from Monday
until next Thursday.

The unit will be in the

local women aged 50 to 70
who are registered with the
Kinlochleven practice will be
invited to attend.

For more information contact
the north of Scotland screening

LUING
LUING Community Trust
events were a great success this
summer.

An Island Voices night in
Cullipool Hall attracted a large,
appreciative audience on a
lovely summer evening to hear
poetry and music of outstanding
quality.

Nalini Paul, former George

Mackay Brown Writing
Fellow, read poems from her
pamphlet Skirlags and her new
collection Slokt By Sea which
was inspired by her year on
Orkney and drew on her Indian
background and Canadian
upbringing to convey beautiful
images of island life.

Jan Sutch Pickard, from the
Ross of Mull, read from her
poetry collections Horizontal
and Vertical which took us from
Iona, where she was Warden
of the Abbey, on a captivating
tour which stretched from the
Argyll Islands across the world
to another west coast and San
Francisco.

Splendid songs
from Luinneachs Fiona
Cruickshanks and Hugh
MacQueen also featured
islands like Belnahua, Eriskay
and, of course, Luing itself,
and young Innes MacQueen
on bagpipes, who plays in the
world champion Oban High
School Pipe Band, stirred us

Lismore and the Green Hills of
Tyrol. A surprise guest, Rachel
Cruickshanks on accordion,
also had us foot tapping to
several jaunty tunes.

But it was Kirsty MacLachlan
who perhaps best epitomised the
warmth of spirit of the evening
with her marvellous version of
the smash hit Italian classical
crossover song Time To Say
Goodbye and her moving cover
of From A Distance.

The inaugural winners of
the new Bards of Luing poetry
competition were announced
and presented with their prizes
by the judges Nalini Paul and
Jan Sutch Pickard.

The Primary Bard is Jamie
Leggett for A Rubbish Idea;
second, Duncan Fothergill for
A Windy Day; third, Fergus
Ritchie for Machinery.

The Secondary Bard is Megan
Cruickshanks for Lairig Ghru;
second Jennifer Fothergill
for Luing; third, Hazel
Cruickshanks for Summer on
Luing.

The Adult Bard is Anna
Dallimore for Island Tapestry;
second, Pam Baker for
Summer Pruning; third, Fiona
Cruickshanks for Belnahua.
The Feast by Birgit Whitmore
was also highly commended.

It is now intended to produce
a Bards of Luing poetry
pamphlet, including the best of
the many poems which were
submitted along with poems to
be contributed by Nalini Paul,
Jan Sutch Pickard and Norman
Bissell.

Next day Jan Sutch Pickard
was back in action providing a
fascinating Storytelling session
with stories tall and true from
Mull which went as far back
as Adomnán and included an
eye witness account of life in a
village in Palestine where she
lived as an observer on behalf of
the World Council of Churches.  

The weekend was rounded off
in fun style by a Slate Sculpture
competition above the shore on
the way into Cullipool in which
competitors young and old
toiled for hours in baking sun
to create imaginative sculptures
out of discarded slate.

went to Innes MacQueen for
his Belnahua Ruin; Second and
Third was Lauren MacKenzie
for her Giant Centipede and

Luing Yacht.
First prize for adults went to

Norman Bissell for his Celtic
Spiral; second was Birgit
Whitmore for her Stone Age
Slide Show; and third was Hugh
MacQueen for his Clachan
Bridge.

The winners will soon be
enjoying boat trips for two
with Sealife Adventures and
the runners up will be sporting
Luing tee shirts and hats from
the Luing Store. The slate
sculptures can be seen and
enjoyed above the Cullipool
shore by residents and visitors.

CULLIPOOL Hall was full
with lots of interesting artefacts
to tempt the people of Luing
and visitors in to view and learn
the story of two slate islands
– Luing and Belnahua.

The annual exhibition was
open from Friday to Sunday
August 7, and was a fantastic
display of all the research and
collecting done by the group,
with many new pieces of
information being displayed for
the interest of the public, who
were asked for a donation on
entry and were also treated to
some refreshments while they
perused the exhibits.

As part of the Belnahua story
the tragic tale of the Latvian

Faulbaums’ was told.  
She was a Latvian owned

and crewed cargo ship which
foundered on the island in a
storm, with the loss of crew’s
lives and the heroic story of
their rescue and survival.

Isle of Luing Primary
School also displayed their
School project on the Island
of Belnahua, which looked at
the 1871 census and included
pictures of the island as it
stands today, a deserted slate

overgrown paths.  
The children visited the island

in June when they were lucky
enough to have a trip over

Adventure Club’ an after school
club run in association with
Stramash.

The history group secured
a small grant from the Year
of Scotland’s Islands to create
four new posters to add to their
collection.

from Pathe news of the Luing
Quarries when they were in full
swing and lots of interesting
things for young people to do,
Luing History group succeeded
in providing an exciting and
interesting history of the two
islands for all ages.

CULLIPOOL Hall Committee
has been busy during the
summer holidays providing
entertainment for visitors and
locals.

The excitement of winning
a prize, or for the lowest score

make sure that nearly everyone
took home a treat.   

The old favourite Beetle
Drives have seen the hall
packed with all ages frantically
shaking their dice to try and be

This makes a change from

heard recently when the annual
migration of tiny toads from

the quarry out round the village
happened.  

The small toads, only
millimetres in length, climb up
the walls and round the door
of the houses, they can cause
distress to some, but are great
fun for the children.

BALLACHULISH
A MEETING of Ballachulish
Community Council was held
on Tuesday, August 2, at the
Jubilee Pavilion.

Concern was raised again
about the general mess at
rubbish bins in the village.

November 12.
Concerns were raised about

the state of weeds surrounding
the Witch’s Slate.

It was proposed that the
community council should
look into the cost of a Perspex
cage for the slate and carry
out a one-off tidy-up. Ongoing
maintenance of the site remains
the responsibility of Highland
Council.

The next fundraising event
for the Christmas lights is a
roller disco in the village hall on

It was noted that the planters
in the village were looking
good.

The next meeting will take

CONNEL
AFTER a very busy season
for the volunteers serving
Connel’s soup lunches, the end

is fast approaching.
Co-ordinator Agnes MacPhee

said the cause this year would
be injured veterans’ charity

this year, since in previous years
we have supported overseas
appeals.’

The special lunch will take
place in Connel Church Hall on

noon and 2pm.

available on the door and the
usual tasty soup, rolls and
delicious home-baking will be
on offer.

The last in the series of the
summer soup lunches will be
held next Thursday, September
1, rounding off another

the busiest we have ever had,
with lots of visitors and locals
too,’ added Agnes.

NORTH CONNEL
YOUNG motocross enthusiasts enjoyed a
day of racing at Darachbeag, North Connel

The Oban Youth Moto X group used
Bruce and Jean Campbell’s land for their
latest race day.

The West Argyll Mobile Library will be

Crofts, North Connel, at 1pm, on Monday,
August 22.

A BENDERLOCH family who set sail for
a year sailing around the Mediterranean
has safely reached Greece. The Stones
family are adjusting to life onboard, despite
the challenges of a small living space, the
sweltering sun and a composting toilet.

Mum Mairi, a textile artist, posted on the

bob all the time; the boat is never still and
I have now found that when sitting ashore I

can no-longer be considered such, so
whenever you go to put something down
it requires thought as to whether or not it
might fall if the boat moves.’

So far they have visited Slovenia, Italy
and Croatia and enjoyed swimming off
the boat, cruising the canals of Venice and

ancient pillars of a Roman Forum.

THE Mobile Library will be calling in

BENDERLOCH

MAINTAINING and revitalising
minority languages in their
heartlands will be the focus of
discussion at a conference on the
Isle of Skye at the end of the month.  

Key speakers at the Soillse confer-
ence at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig UHI will
include Dr Conchúr Ó Giollagáin
from the National University of
Ireland, Galway, who will speak
about the present situation in the
Irish Gaeltacht. Dr Patrick Carlin
from the University of Cardiff will

talk on language policies of public
bodies in North-West Wales and
their impact on the Welsh language,
while two internationally-renowned
experts on minority languages,
Professor Colin Williams of the
University of Cardiff and Professor
Durk Gorter of the University of the
Basque Country will also speak.

Soillse director Professor Rob

languages, including Gaelic, are
associated with heartland areas in

which the language was tradition-
ally spoken and in which it may
still be spoken by a majority. The
language often faces challenges in
these heartlands, including the loss
of speakers and the less frequent
use of the language in daily life.
The Soillse conference will debate
these issues at what is a critical
time for the Gaelic language in
Scotland.’

The conference runs from August

SKYE

THE FIRST Ulva School Community Association (USCA)
Fete took place on Sunday, August 7, at Lagganulva Farm, Ulva
Ferry.

It might have been raining elsewhere in Argyll, but the skies
remained dry at Ulva Ferry until evening, by which time
everyone was safely in the main tent enjoying a family ceilidh.

There was lots to do, see, experience and enjoy including
a giant tug-of-war, face painting, scarecrow making, stock
judging, woodworking, spinning, cheese making, as well
enjoying the legendary Ulva School Community Association
(USCA) baking at the Tremendous Tea Tent and much more.

to everyone who helped, both beforehand and on the day.
Seriously too numerous to mention, but they know who they
are.’

MULL Progressive Care Centre (PCC) is taking great strides
toward completion in a year’s time – despite the terrible
weather and the initial funding crisis.

The PCC is being funded by a number of organisations
including NHS Highland – for a hospital, West Highland
Housing Association – for sheltered housing, Argyll and Bute
Council – for social work services - and a substantial amount of
local support.

The centre has been on the cards for more than 12 years so
it’s completion is something that is of interest of many islanders
– including those who live at Dunaros, in Salen, where the
current hospital and residential care centre is based.

A cash crisis last year forced health minister Nicola Sturgeon
to make an overnight decision to commit the funding to the
centre, when all capital projects were stalled.

Ground work was swiftly completed by TSL Contractors and
the build of the hospital and housing got underway.

Last Thursday, MSPs Mike Russell, cabinet secretary for
education and lifelong learning and Richard Lochhead minister
for the rural affairs and the environment, visited the new Mull
Progressive Care site.  

Mr Russell worked with the community last year to ensure

on site. He was met by Graeme Bruce, operations manager
with West Highland Housing Association (WHHA) who is
project managing the development on behalf of Argyll and Bute
Council and NHS Highland.

Kenneth and Murdoch MacLeod, on behalf of the contractor
MacLeod Construction, showed Mr Russell and Richard
Lochhead, around the site.  

Introductions were made to the apprentices working on the

opportunities.  

years in bringing young people into the job market through
supporting apprentices and this in turn supports Argyll
College.’

site and everyone on Mull is looking forward to this facility
opening next year.  

work services and provide much needed housing demonstrates
excellent partnership working.  However, the Mull community
are the people that really deserve the credit – without their
fundraising powers and their commitment to the project then
we would not be here.’

The building will open in late summer 2012 and anyone
interested in housing should contact West Highland Housing

Enjoying a day out at Ulva Ferry Community Association.

RUNNERS in the west
Highlands are preparing for the
newest long distance race on the
local calander – the Two Islands
Half Marathon.

Both local and mainland
runners will take part in the
race, which starts in Berneray at

Lochmaddy Community Hall,
North Uist.

Organised by North Uist
Amateur Athletics Club, the
race route will take competitors
on a scenic and gently
undulating linear route across
the two islands.

BERNERAY

Apprentices from Mull and Oban join officials from Argyll 
and Bute Council, West Highland Housing Association, NHS 

Highland and MSPs Michael Russell and Richard Lochhead at 
the building site for Mull Progressive Care Centre. 16_t34mullpcc1

A Celebration of the Life and 
Achievement of                                       
 Julia Wroughton Killeen
ON A WET and blustery day a gathering of friends and family
came to Inniemore Lodge, Carsaig to pay respects and enjoy a
retrospective exhibition of Julia Wroughton Killeen’s paintings
and remember an extraordinary life.

Julia was the owner and principal of The Inniemore School of

UK and overseas came to Carsaig to paint with oils and

students – from complete beginners to those who wanted to
improve their skill.

Many students had life changing experiences, where the

dimensions to their lives.

painter who over those years inspired and taught the craft of
painting.

What made this school so special was the care and comforts
so liberally given by Julia and her staff.

At the end of an intense and often frustrating artists day
students gathered in the beautiful dining room at the long table
often-seating 20 guests.

house to be followed by an excellent three-course meal.
Readings were given from Bruce Killeen’s poetry describing

Julia’s wood engravings of Inniemore and Carsaig which
distilled the essence of the place for so many.

Memories and contributions of affection were recalled of
Julia’s life by family and friends at the celebration of her life
held on May 21.

Inniemore is, and always will be, a place of magic and

through the legacy of her paintings, drawings and wood
engravings continue to energise everyone who visits Carsaig.
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INVERAWE
TREAT

CALL SUBSCRIPTIONS
ON 01631 568 000 OR VISIT
WWW.OBANTIMES.CO.UK

FREE
WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE
TO THE OBAN TIMES* Worth 

£19.95

The Inverawe Treat, courtesy of Inverawe 
Smokehouses, combines its delectable smoked salmon 

with its award-winning roast smoked salmon pate 
and some of Macleans cocktail oatcakes, the perfect 

accompaniment. Visit www.smokedsalmon.co.uk.

*Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given.  By signing up to 
this offer you agree for the Oban Times to share your details with Inverawe 
Smokehouses and for them to contact you. Applies to 12 months subscription 
minimum. For full terms and conditions visit www.obantimes.co.uk.

TROPHY winners from the 
2011 Islay Show were:

James MacTaggart Perpetual 
Challenge Cup Awarded by 
the MacTaggart Family, Kintra 
Champion Sheep in Crofters 
Classes: A Currie, Ballachlaven; 
Crofters Cup for Winner of 
Group of 3 Crofters Only 
(Class 9): K Wiggins, Lorgbaw 
Croft; Dunseed Challenge Cup 
– Champion Blackface: A Currie, 
Ballachlaven;  The Sir John 
MacTaggart Perpetual Challenge 
Cup- Champion Blackface Sheep 
bred by Exhibitor: J Campbell, 
Port Ellen; The Campbell of 
Jura Perpetual Challenge Cup 
Champion Blackface Female bred 
by Exhibitor: K Wiggins, Lorgba 
Croft; The Smaull Perpetual 
Challenge Cup In memory of the 
late Messrs A & W McEachern, 
for Best Male Blackface Sheep: 
J Campbell, Port Ellen; The 
Anderson Perpetual Challenge 
Cup presented by the Anderson 
Family in memory of father & 
grandfather Moss Anderson 
– Best Blackface Gimmer: K 
Wiggins, Lorgba Croft;  The 
Rhinns of Islay Cup – Best Ewe 
With lamb/lambs at foot: K 
Wiggins, Lorgba Croft; The AB 
Grant Cup – Champion Leicester 
Sheep: R.W. Smith & A MacGill, 
Coille; Dunns Trophy donated 
by Soil Fertility Ayr For best 
Texel & Beltex Sheep: T Rozga, 
Kilmeny; The Royal Bank of 
Scotland Cup for Best Suffolk 
Sheep: J Bignal, Smaull; Foreland 
Perpetual Cup presented by D 
Doyle Foreland Estate for Best 
Sheep other than Blackface, 
Suffolk or B/L: J Bignal, Smaull;               
The Kilchoman Cup – presented 
by the Late Iain Campbell for 
Best Pen of Prime Lambs – Any 
Breed:  Dunlossit Estate, Lossit; 
Wilsons Fuels Ltd Trophy for 
Champion Sheep Overall:  T 
Rozga, Kilmeny; Highland 
Livestock Trophy for a young 
Exhibitor under 21 years of age 

– for best animal, cattle or sheep, 
entered in show in their own 
name: K MacDonald, Ardfanal, 
Jura; Kinnabus Tray – presented 
by The Late Commander JRC 
Montgomery RNJP, Kinnabus 
for Best Galloway or First Cross 
Galloway bred by Exhibitor: G 
& M Porter, Carrabus;  Schroder 
Cup presented by The Late 
HKB Schroder of Dunlossit: 
G & M Porter, Carrabus; The 
MacTaggart Cup presented by 
H T De Vere Clifton Esq of 
Kildalton for Championship 
Animal in Highland Cattle 
Section: G & M Porter, Carrabus;  
Rennie Trophy, best yearling 
Heifer(Native): Dunlossit Estate, 
Ceannacroic; The Donnie 
Shaw Memorial Trophy for 
Best Highland Heifer:  N & M 
MacLellan, Kilchiaran; Highland 
Females Trophy presented by 
A & S Cameron best pair of 
Highland Females: N & M 
MacLellan, Kilchiaran; Perpetual 
Challenge Trophy presented by 
Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd 
for Best Spring Born Suckled 
Calf: G & M Porter, Carrabus; 
Kilchiaran Cup presented by the 
late Neil McLellan for the Best 
Heifer showing no broad teeth: G 
& M Porter, Carrabus; Hamilton 
Bros Tankard for Champion 
Suckled calf: G & M Porter, 
Carrabus; Perpetual Challenge 
Cup presented by Shell & BP 
(Scotland) Ltd for Best Pair Of 
Calves: J MacKellar, Ballygrant; 
Cairnmore Cup presented by 
JAW Morrison for Best Animal 
in Beef Section: G & M Porter, 
Carrabus; Jim R Calder Memorial 
Trophy - Competitor with 
most points in Beef Section: 
G & M Porter, Carrabus; John 
McGillivray Memorial Trophy for 
Best Stockperson with six months 
full-time employment prior to the 
Show: A Porter, East Carrabus; 
The Donald MacGregor 
Perpetual Challenge Cup 
presented by Donald MacGregor 
for Best Highland Pony entered 

ISLAY

by owner: G Campbell, Lyrabus; 
Pereptual Challenge Cup awarded 
by T Caskie Esq, Glasgow, for 
Best Riding Pony, any age, 
excluding Highlands:  F.H & 
H. A Roxburgh, Ballivicar; The 
Duart Cup Perpetual  Challenge 
Cup Presented by Sir Charles 
H M McLean Bart, KT, KBE, 
Duart Castle, Isle of Mull, for 
Best Pony in Show: G Campbell, 
Lyrabus; Islay Jura & Colonsay 
Agricultural Assoc Shield for 
Winner of Best Riding Horse: 
L Aitken, Port Ellen;  Iain 
Martin Crawford Memorial 
Trophy Champion Horse/Pony 

in Show: G Campbell, Lyrabus; 
Dawson Perpetual Cup for 
Best Horse or Pony shown In 
Hand:  G Campbell, Lyrabus;                             
Special Prize of £25.00 and 
Rosette for best turned out 
exhibit and exhibitor donated by 
Rhinns Point Highland Ponies: K 
MacPherson, Conisby; The Islay 
Campbell MacLachlan Memorial 
Cup for Most Aggregate 
Points in Gymkhana Events : 
S I MacIntyre, Port Ellen; The 
Ellister Cup presented by Mrs J 
Dawson Ellister for Best Young 
Rider under 16 years of age: C 
MacMillan, Ardbeg; The Hardie 
Memorial Trophy for Best Young 
Rider 12 years or under: L 
Swarbrick, Bowmore; Medals in 
memory or Mr Peter Smith (POP) 
For class 96: 1  L Swarbrick, 
2 R Hayes, 3 A Brown; The 
McGibbon Cup – Perpetual 
Challenge Cup presented by 
J Ross McGibbon, Glasgow 
Overall Pointage Championship 
in Section I – XI: G & M Porter, 
Carrabus; The James MacKillop 
Perpetual Challenge Cup for 
Crofter or Smallholder having 
the largest number of points over 
sheep, cattle and horse sections: 
K Wiggins, Lorgbaw Croft; 
Jim Kerr Memorial Trophy for 
Reserve Overall Show Champion: 
G Campbell, Lyrabus;  Glasgow 
Islay Association Cup for 
Champion Animal at Show: G & 
M Porter, Carrabus.

Flower and Vegetable  
Section: 

The Seumas MacKillop 
Perpetual Challenge Cup for 
Best Hand Bouquet of Flowers 
grown or made up by Exhibitor: 
J Logan, Keills; Islay & Jura 
Gardeners Club Trophy for  Best 
Lady’s Spray – Class 104: J & 
C MacGillivray, Keills; The 
James T Christie Memorial Cup 
for Sweet Peas: B Paget, Port 
Charlotte; Logan Shield for Best 
Shallots Classes 158 – 159: B 
Paget, Port Charlotte; Logan 
Shield for Best Carrots Classes 

149 – 150: D MacCormick. 
Blackrock; Logan Shield for 
Best Onions Classes 156 – 157: 
D McCormick, Blackrock;  The 
Silver Cup presented by the 
remaining Members of Islay 
Horticultural Society for the 
competitor gaining largest 
pointage throughout the Section: 
J Logan, Keills; The John 
MacNeill Memorial Trophy For 
most points in Vegetable Section: 
D McCormick, Blackrock; 
Dugald MacTaggart Perpetual 
Cup for Dahlias in classes 105 
– 110: C Brown, Port Ellen; 
Rose Bowl in Memory of Flora 
McLellan presented by her family 
for Winner of Class 123 - Four 
Roses: J Logan, Keills; Finlay 
MacMillan Memorial Cup for 
Best Exhibit in Class 130: A & 
P McEachern, Keills: Minnie 
MacTaggart Perpetual Cup for 
the Best Fuchsia in Classes 127 
– 128: A & P McEachern, Keills;  
Cup presented by Mairi Porter 
for Best Geranium in classes 
132a – 132c: J Logan, Keills;         
Tankard presented by M Porter 
for best exhibit In classes 161 
& 162: M Porter, Bowmore; 
Mavis Spears Memorial Trophy 
– Most Points in Flower Section: 
L Powell, Kilchoman; The 
Thomas Shaw Memorial Cup 
for  Best Exhibit in Show: A & P 
MacEachern, Keills; Port Askaig 
Cup for Best Dog presented 
by Frank and Mavis Spears for 
Best Dog in show: A Drynan, 
Lochgilphead;  A & P McEachern 
Trophy presented to Winner Of 
Puppy Section (local puppy): A 
MacEachern, Keills;  Keills Cup 
presented by B & A Pilley for 
Best junior exhibitor:  A Drynan, 
Kilberry; Islay Book Festival for 
best adult exhibitor: P Creran, 
Bowmore; Coullabus Cup 
presented by A & J Waterworth 
Cup for Best Junior Handler: A 
Drynan, Kilberry; Bruichladdich 
Distillery Trophy for Tossing 
the Sheaf Competition: J Brown, 
Octomore.

One of the ‘street’ entertainers 
who paraded the show ground. 
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Down Your Way

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY
visits Duror and Kentallen with
deputy editor Stuart Laundy.
You can contact him on 01631 568000 or 
email slaundy@obantimes.co.uk.

This week - Coll
AN INNOVATIVE recycling project on Coll could see the road 
surface cheaply and drastically improved thanks to a new glass 
imploder.

The Coll Recycling Project, soon to be renamed RecyColl, 
utilised funding to purchase the £8,500 imploder earlier this 
year, with the intention of expanding the group’s projects to 
make the island even more sustainable.

While the group needs to raise another £3,000 to build a shed 
to house the imploder, it is currently being tested to see how 
effective the glass cullet is as an aggregate.

Chairman of the project, Julian Senior, said it has a number of 
applications, including possibly making the island’s crumbling 
roads more resilient. He said: ‘The machine breaks the glass 
up into cullets, which are not sharp and can be handled easily. 
We’re experimenting with them now.

‘There is a quality to made glass which makes it particularly 
useful. For example, a mix of 60 per cent cullet to 40 per cent 
aggregate makes an extremely good concrete.  

‘The quality of the glass is such that it expands and contracts 
at a lower rate than concrete, so degrades less in quality. That 
can be used to make extremely durable roads.

‘It also releases its temperature slowly, so for example you can 
bury it in your greenhouse and it will hold the heat absorbed in 
the summer and keep the greenhouse above ground temperature 
in the summer.’

kept abreast of how the cullet performs, with a view to possibly 
using it for the roads.

Furthermore, the island’s glass recycling bins will be moved 
to the shed when it is completed to make recycling easier.

The group also runs a successful cardboard recycling scheme 
and the group has been collecting bailing wrap from farmers 
over the year. On September 1, around 16-17 tonnes of wrap 
will be shipped off the island.

Julian added: ‘Lots of rope and netting is washed up on our 
beaches and we’re looking into the possibility of recycling those 
too, to be sent with the wrap.’

DESPITE poor weather and a struggling economy, the Isle of 

island in record numbers.
The Hebridean isle has been inundated with booking requests 

this summer, with the owner of the Coll Hotel, Julie Oliphant, 
describing the season as ‘ridiculously busy.’ 

Rather than a sudden spike in interest, Julie says the tourism 
market has been steadily growing.

She said: ‘I think it’s maybe because we give visitors what 
they want – and in bucketloads. The idea of getting away from 
it all in beautiful surroundings, with great food and hospitality 
is very attractive. It has been ridiculously busy. July was very 
busy but almost every other month has been the same as last 
year – but last year was very busy too.

‘Most of the people who come here want to come back too. 
I’m already taking bookings from people who weren’t able to 
get her this year for 2012.’

from 14 new affordable beds in the bunkhouse of the under 
construction community hall, An Cridhe.

The market is essential to the island’s economy.
Julie said: ‘I don’t think we’d have a thriving island shop, post 

‘Everyone in Coll works hard and it’s not the only income, but 
it is absolutely vital to the island.’

SCIENTISTS are hoping to discover the migration routes of 
Coll’s corncrake population with an ingenious geo-tagging 
system. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
has increased the island’s population of the birds from 20 
in 1992 to 121 this year thanks to a comprehensive land 
management programme.

That success has now presented wildlife experts the 

migration routes – which currently is a mystery.
RSPB’s site manager for Coll, Ben Jones, said: ‘The tags are 

smaller than a sim card. What they do is measure the amount of 

out where the Scottish birds have been when they return.
‘That’s vital information if you’re trying to co-ordinate an 

international conservation programme.’

A VISIT to Oban and Kerrera by Harry Potter star 
Timothy Spall on his round Britain barge trip will 
feature in an upcoming television show on BBC 
Four. 

He and his wife Shane set out to circumnavigate 

the British Isles in their barge, Princess Matilda.
The episode of Timothy Spall: Back at Sea, on 
Wednesday, August 31, at 8.30pm, features their 
trip from Troon to the Crinan Canal, on to Oban 
and northwards via the Caledonian Canal.

Film star Timothy Spall travelled through the Crinan Canal for a BBC Four programme to be shown 
next week.

Film star sails in on his barge

KILLIN
THE open hill race which was 
run at the Killin Highland 
Games attracted a record 
turnout of 50 seniors and six 
junior runners.

line was local runner Stephen 
Rawlinson, Lochtayside, in 
22.41mins. Second was Tom 
Smith, Lochaber, and third, 
Mathew Roberts, Enyi Harriers.

First female was Girvan’s Jo 
Schreiber, in 32.37mins, ahead 
of Jo McGuire, Westerlands, 
and local runner Sarah Watts.

In the masters age group 
(over 60) another local runner 

came home in 29.33mins with 
Ian Cookson, Bowland Fell 
Runners, second and Charlie 
Love,  Dundee Hawkhill 
Harriers, third.

Ross Jukik, from Norway, 
won the junior race with fellow 
countryman Odin Linga second 
and Belgian Romain Loop third.

Thanks are due to helpers and 
sponsors.

SUSTAINABLE tourism 
projects in rural Stirling district 

of £150,000 from an innovative 
grant scheme designed by 
Stirling Enterprise.

Businesses with sustainable 
tourism projects can apply for 
a grant of up to £10,000 (or 50 
per cent of costs, whichever is 
bigger) for projects that show 

There will be four funding 
panels held in the scheme’s 
12-month duration, with the 
LEADER Local Action Group 

whether shortlisted projects 
receive grant support.

Stirling Enterprise on 01786 
463416 or email sslater@
stirling-enterprise.co.uk.

MacLaren High School news
DOUGLAS Petrie and Lynsey 
Armstrong are off to the 
pictures after each winning a 
pair of cinema tickets as part of 
a healthy eating reward scheme.

Pupils receive points for 
making healthy choices in the 
cafeteria and 15 pairs of tickets 
are offered each month.

The 80 pupils with the highest 
number of points also receive a 
£100 Amazon voucher.

The following Killin pupils 
have received vouchers: Laura 
Aitken, Catherine Allan, 
Stuart Berrow, Jinny Dowling, 
Antonia Dowling, Megan Rhys, 
Ailsa Taylor, Camilla Tigwell 
and Hazel Wylie.

THE NUMBER of Tesco 
vouchers collected was 
more than 8,000 and these 
will be exchanged for a 
Cannon Camera and a digital 
microscope.

THE McLaren Duke of 
Edinburgh Group have already 
had a busy expedition season 
starting in March with a train-
ing weekend when more than 
60 pupils learned the necessary 
skills to take part in their 
Bronze Practice and Qualifying 
Expeditions. There have been 
exercises during three weekends 
with 11 walking groups 
completing their training.

participants completed their 
qualifying expedition and a 
further 24 are scheduled to 
do their qualifying expedition 
soon with the remainder in the 
autumn. A new silver group 
has been formed with 18 pupils.
Eight will complete their 
expedition by canoe and the 
rest will take part in walking 
expeditions after the summer.

McLaren High School has 
its own Going for Gold group 
started by pupils who have 

Results from the Sunart Agricultural Show, held 
at Strontian Show Field on Saturday August 13.

Open Competition
J A Cameron Cup Supreme Champion for 

Knock Farm Mull; Presidents Cup for Most 
Points (open Classes) - Angus Maccoll, Fanmore, 
Mull; Cooper MacDougall and Robertson Cup for 
Best animal in Beef Cattle Class - D Wright Snr; 
C Walton Carnoch Cup for Reserve Champion 
in Beef Cattle Classes - D Wright Jnr; Glenbor-
rodale Perpetual Cup for best Cross Shorthorn 
Animal - Ardtornish Farms; Edith Madden 
Cup for Best Calf at Show - D Wright Jnr; Alex 
Jackson Memorial Cup for Best Cow in Show for 
Dairy or Beef, in calf or in milk - R Wright;

John Raven Trophy for Best Highland Animal 
- Conaglen Estate; Laidlaw Cup for Best Spring 
born Calf - Ardtornish Farms; Peter Gatherer 
and Son Cup for Best Blackface Sheep - Knock 
Farm; Simon Tongue Memorial Cup for Best 
any other breed sheep - Angus C McColl; Hon 
Mrs Maclean of Ardgour Cup for Best Sheep 
at show bred by exhibitor - John Nudds; D and 
J MacGillivray Cup for Best Female Blackface 
Sheep - John Nudds; Forrest Challenge Cup for 
best Blackface Ewe with Lamb bred by exhibitor 
- Knock Farm; Woolgrowers Cup for Best 
Fleeced Blackface sheep at show - Glengorm 
Estate; John Brown Trophy for Best Blackface 
Ewe with twin cross lambs any breed - C 
Mackecknie; Alice Horsman Cup for Reserve 
Champion Blackface Sheep - Knock Farm; 
Alisdair M MacKenzie Cup for best blackface 
aged ram - Norman Macphail; Laudale Trophy 
for Best Blackface Sheep bred by exhibitor - John 
Nudds. Dunbeg Cup for Champion Male Open 
Blackface - Norman Macphail; Conaglen Trophy 
Best Cheviot in show - Lisa Hume. 

Small Holders and Registered Crofters
Fraser Carnoch Cup for Most Points - John 

Nudds; Inversanda Cup for Best Dairy Animal 
- S Barber; Gowan Brae Cup for Best animal in 
Crofters’ Cattle Classes - D Wright Snr; Ardery 
Rosebowl presented by Mr A Ritchie for Best 
Female Blackface Sheep - John Nudds; Jean 
Stewart Cup Best - Hugh MacDonald, Craigmore; 
West Ardnamurchan Cup for Best Blackface 
Sheep - John Nudds; Camuschork Cup presented 
by Mr and Mrs D Macpherson for Best Sheep 
any breed except Blackface - A. McColl; Dugald 
Graham Silver Medal for Best Blackface Gimmer 
- A. Cameron; Alan MacLachlan Memorial 
Quaich for Best Shearling Lamb - A Maccoll; 
Laudale Trophy for Best Cow or Heifer any breed 
or cross - D Wright Snr.

Produce and Baking
Presidents Cup £10 Most Points - Mairi 

Macdonald; Mrs Colin Palmer Prize Runner up - 
Ann Macpherson/Claire Paterson; £10 Prize Best 
Cloutie Dumpling - Mairi Macdonald; £5 Prize 
for Flower Class - Ann Macpherson; Marjorie 
Jones Cup for Best Knitted Garment - Mairi 
Macdonald; Harry Gill Cup for Best Cromag 
- Harry Witney; Sunart Cup presented by AJ and 
D Anderson for Best Junior Baking - Hamish 
Kennedy; Craig Stuart Trophy Presented by Mrs 
L Bannerman for Best Junior Crafts - Hamish 
Kennedy.

Poultry
Finlayson Cup for Poultry Champion - Rosie 

Muir; Mrs John Dewar Prize Best Cockerel 
- Shirley Farnell; £5 Best Heavy Breed - Shirley 
Farnell; £5 Best Light Breed - Rosie Muir; £5 
Best Bantam - Shirley Farnell.

Terriers
Ellison Trophy - Norman MacPhail.

started working towards their 
gold DoE award. Thanks 
are due to the Callander and 
District Round Table who 

presented a cheque for £1,500 to 
buy more equipment.

SANDRA McKellar retired 
from Killin Primary School 
after 16 years of service.  She 
will be missed by everyone.
She was presented with a watch 
and vouchers.

THE ANNUAL sponsored walk 
took place around the Acharn 
forest and more than £700 was 
raised. The money will be spent 
on Literacy and Numeracy 
resources.

THE CHILDREN performed 
the story of Rapunzel in the 
McLaren Hall. The children 

in co-operating with each 
other and making choices and 
decisions and many helped to 
make the props. They quickly 
learnt the rhymes and songs and 
developed new communication 
skills.

Much support was given 
by Killin and Crianlarich 

baking and sponsorship £800 
was raised.

Killin Community Council: 
Road Maintenance: Councillor 
Owens to arrange for the 
standard of the road outside 
Craigbuie to be checked.

Grit Bins: The council should 
be telephoned if grit bins are 
empty. Grit still on pavements 
should be taken care of by 
home owners as there is no 
council funding for this. Some 

villages have been ‘deep 
cleaned’. Councillor Owens to 
check when it is Killin’s turn.

Dochart Bridge: 28 days 
notice will be given of any 
closures or repairs.

Park: Funding is still being 
sourced for the play park. The 
area of hard standing is in 
the planning stage and out 
to tender. Planning has to be 
applied for.

Breadalbane Forum: The Care 
in the Community project based 
in Callander is working well.

Biomass Project: Still at 
planning.

Community Futures: There 
have been a lot of meetings 
to pull together ideas. Tourist 
information boards to inform 
tourists about the area are being 
looked at.

Kindrochit Challenge: 
Concerns over safety were 
expressed about cyclists using 
the Main Street. Tim to write to 
David Fox-Pitt.

Glen Lyon Road: The gates 
are there to prevent sheep and 
deer crossing the road and are 
kept closed but not locked.

Cemetery: Some work has 
been done but more is needed.

Tir Artair Wood: Gordon to 
chase up overgrown trees.

Dog Litter: Fingal Road has 
been strimmed and dog litter 
does not seem to be a problem.
The ditch does not seem to have 
been cleared.  Owen McKee to 
pass on concern.

Youth Group: Bus passes still 
to be sorted out.

Costcutters site: Stirling 

Council has applied to build 12 

The Big Shed: A real asset 

workshops, hall available for 
hire.

Alien plants: Giant hog weed 
on Costcutters site and Japanese 
Knotweed in Manse Road need 
attention.

Next meeting: September 13 
in the School Hall.

SOURCES of funding are being 
investigated. Stirling Council 
has promised £10,000 which 
will be used to attract matched 
funding. The council has also 
agreed to maintain the new 
equipment and has already 
improved the existing swings 
and paintwork. 

THE council cleared the 
existing drains last year and a 
new drainage system has been 
constructed for the football 
pitch, which shows a marked 
improvement over the whole 
area.

Planning permission for hard 
standing near the main gate 
with underlying drainage is 
being sought to permit vehicle 
movements.  

The plan will also include 
drainage for the ground 
surrounding the newly 
designated play area.

The hard standing is to be of 
‘Grasscrete’ that will support 
large vehicles and allow grass 
and water through the structure.

FORTH Valley Hospital is 
now open. It has 860 beds/day 
treatment areas and uses 
‘robots’ to fetch and carry 
supplies, bed linen and food.

It has 4,000 rooms and 16 

robotic pharmacy which stores, 
retrieves and labels a wide 
range of medicines.

Patients are cared for in either 
a spacious single or four bedded 
wards with en-suite bathrooms.

Innovative measures to cut 
down the risk of infection 
include disposable curtains and 
windows with blinds enclosed 

from free personal TV screens 
at every bedside, free internet 
access and hospital meals which 
are freshly prepared on site 
every day. 

The women and children’s 
unit provides many extras to 
make time spent in hospital 
more comfortable.

In the new emergency 
department there are different 
treatment areas for major and 
minor conditions and two 
resuscitation rooms.

Other services transferred to 
Larbert include the intensive 
care unit, maternity unit, 
gynaecology services, medical 
and surgical wards, cardiology 
and radiology services.

Stirling Roayl Informary has 
become Stirling Community 
Hospital, one of four 
community hospitals which 
will support the work of Forth 
Valley Royal Hospital. This 
ensures people from across 
Stirling continue to have access 
to a wide range of health 
services, including a new 
minor injury unit. This unit, 
initially based in the former A 
and E department, will provide 
treatment for a wide range of 
common injuries.

SUNART
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Marion Gordon of Connel submitted this week’s flashback photograph which features Miss Cowan’s class at Dunstaffnage School 
in 1949. Back row: Duncan McDougall; John Bradley; David Harold and Graham McDougall. Middle: Derek Johnson; Mary McLaren; 

Marion Gordon; Fiona Lamont; Iris McCall; Colin Stewart and Alasdair Ross. Front: Donald ‘Tubby’ Campbell; Hugh ‘Boabie’ Kerr; Una 
Barbour; Jean Bradley; Sandra Johnston; Mary Addison; Elizabeth Sim; Tommy Coburn and Duncan Mathieson. We invite readers to 

send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.
co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints 

returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Miss Cowan’s class Dunstaffnage School 1949

NUAIR a thug mi tarraing bho chionn ghoirid air mì-riarachas 
a’ mhòr-shluaigh leis nach eil iad glè thric a’ meas pheanasan 
laghail idir a rèir a’ chroin, cha robh dad a dhùil agam gun 
tigeadh an cuspair cho beò anns na naidheachdan.  ‘S mòr am 
beud agus is mòr cuideachd na dh’fhuiling daoine agus na 
chaidh a mhilleadh is a chall as na h-ùpraidean a ghabh àite 
ann am bailtean Shasainn.  Fhad ’s a tha mi air a’chuspair sin, 
tha mi den bheachd gun robh Prìomh Mhinistear na h-Alba 
tuilleadh is ladarna ann a bhith ag radh nach leigte le leithid 
seo tachairt ann an Alba. Mar a chunnacas, thig leithid seo gun 
rabhadh is sgaoilidh e mar fhalaisg!

Agus a cheart cho cinnteach ‘s a thig làn-chumhachd an lagh 
air an fheadhainn a dh’ adhbharaich bàis, tha e cuideachd ceart 
gun d’ rachadh peanas cruaidh air an fheadhainn a chaidh 
an sàs anns an fhòirneart agus a’ mhèirle.  Ach cha bheag an 
t-iongnadh daoine a bhith a’ togail an guthan mu ìre a’ pheanais 
a tha ga liubhairt gu ruige seo! Seachdainean prìosain airson 
botal uisge a ghoid; mìosan airson rud a chaidh a ghoid a 
ghabhail bho neach eile! 

Aig an aon àm, thàinig fear a theich bhon phoileas le càr a’ 

san uair às a’ chùirt le dìreach sia mìosan deug prìosain is còig 
bliadhna casg-dràibhidh.  Saoil nach eil an dàrna rud a’ magadh 
air an fhear eile an seo! Tha luchd-lagha gu tur ceart ann a 
bhith ag iarraidh air luchd-poilitigs cumail a-mach à riaghladh 
nan cùirtean ach theagamh gur e an ìre ‘s gum bheil siostam 
an lagha air bogachadh is coireach gum bheil sinn a’ faicinn an 
eas-aonta agus a mhì-chothromachd seo an-dràsta. Tha mòran 
den bheachd gum bheil còraichean an eucoraich air an dìon nas 
treasa na cùis an neach neo a’ bhuidheann air an deach an cron 
a dhèanamh agus cha bhi daoine riaraichte chun an tèid sin a 
chothromachadh.  

Saoilidh mi fhìn gum bu choir dha peanas a bhith cothrom 
agus a rèir a’ chroin ach aig an aon àm,  a bhith cruaidh gu leòr 
is gum bi e na bhacadh air tuilleadh eucoir. Chan ann mar sin a 
tha mòran ga fhaicinn an-dràsta idir agus tha coimeas le cruas 
nam binn air luchd-aimhreit Shasainn a’ toirt an tuilleadh aire 
dhan sin!

SENTENCES on rioters in England should send a ‘strong 
message to potential troublemakers about the extent to which 
ordinary people value safety and order in their lives and their 

should surely do this but many believe that sentences have 
become increasingly lenient with the human rights of offenders 
taking precedence over those of victims.   

Perhaps the solution is partway between the heavy handed 
treatment of rioters and the current routinely soft approach of 
courts. 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Glasgow and its 
festivals
THE DAYS of iron and 
steel, shipbuilding and the 
manufacture of locomotives 
as the mainstay of Glasgow’s 
economy are now in the past 
and the city has had to look 
elsewhere for replacement. 

Much of this is in the 
service sector and festivals, 
for example, are now a major 
contribution to the city. We 

books and jazz amongst 
others as well as the West End 
Festival, the Merchant City 
Festival and the two which 
cater for traditional music 
tastes - Celtic Connections 
and Piping Live.  

As with the heavy industries 
for which the city was world 
famed, a reputation for the 
organisation of festivals is 
now so well developed that 
people are attracted from 
all over the world. This was 
particularly evident at Piping 
Live which I have reported 
during the past weeks. If the 
festival had a problem it was 
choosing which function 
or performance to attend, 
such was the choice. On one 
evening one had the choice of 
Fred Morrison supported by 
Galician Anxo Lorenzo, or a 
concert featuring last year’s 
World Pipe Band Champions, 
St Laurence O’Toole from 
Dublin, and  Simon Fraser 
University from Vancouver or 
if preferred a Piping Recital 
Challenge featuring top solo 
pipers.  

My choice was Fred 
Morrison and, as ever, this 
was an evening of wonderful 
piping. If you missed this you 
will have the chance to hear it 
as it was recorded for Fred’s 
next CD.  

For many years the 
organisational skills of those 
responsible for the Worlds 
in Glasgow Green have been 
tested to the full but yet 
again they came up trumps.  
Fortunately the weather 
remained predominately 
dry and spectators enjoyed 
the spectacle of more than 
200 bands performing on 
the day in a real friendly 
atmosphere. It was, of course, 
not only pipe bands on the 
Green. Highland Dance 
competitions took place and 
the Glasgow Highland Games 
were also part of the day’s 
entertainment. A particularly 
pleasing feature, which was 
also present throughout the 
week in George Square, was 
the promotion of Scottish food 
with demonstrations, tastings 
and sales. For many there was 
a preview of the Worlds the 
previous day when some of the 
bands performed in George 
Square having marched from 
Blythswood Square. Last 
week I reported on a concert 
by a mini band from the Field 
Marshal Montgomery Pipe 
Band and given their success 
in competitions this season to 
date it was no surprise they 
were crowned champs. From 
a Scottish viewpoint it was 
heartening to see that Scottish 
Power was placed third with 
Inveraray and District in 
fourth place. What a week 
it was for Pipe Major Stuart 
Liddell and his band. Having 
watched his band members 
win the quartet competition 
earlier in the week, Stuart 

Recital Challenge and the 
Masters Invitational and 
then young Sarah Muir was 
crowned Pipe Idol 2011, the 

accolade.  

against Angus MacColl from 
Oban, Connor Sinclair from 
Crieff and David Shedden 
from Glasgow, all of them 
top class young pipers. It is 
hard to believe that in 2005 

with the Scottish Pipe Band 
Association as a Novice 
Juvenile Band. 

Well done to everyone 
concerned and we wish them 
continued success with a band 
where the average age is less 
than 20 years.  

Seudan
PLAYING pipes which are 
copies of the Black Set of 
Kintail made in 1785 and 
which are currently housed in 
Inverness Museum, the group 
Seudan, Gaelic for jewels 
or treasures, has produced a 
superb CD which harnesses 
the best of Hebridean and 
Cape Breton music. 

Seudan are pipers Calum 
MacCrimmon, Angus 
MacKenzie, Fin Moore and 
Angus Nicholson and they 
are supported on the CD by 
Allan MacDonald on small 
pipes, song and jew’s harp 
along with others. The launch 
of the CD took place in front 
of a capacity audience in the 
National Piping Centre and 
copies of the CD are available 
from Greentrax Recordings.

Diary dates
FESTIVALS as described 
above are not restricted 
to Glasgow as the East 
Renfrewshire Food Festival 
takes place from August 27 to 
September 4.  

Further details available 
on www.facebook.com/
eastrenfrewshirefoodfestival.    
Thursday August 25: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 8pm, Jeanna 
Leslie and Siobhan Miller.  
Phil Cunningham and Ali 
Bain, Greenock Arts Centre, 
Campbell Street, 7.30pm.
Friday August 26: Partick 
Folk Club, St Peter’s Hall, 
Chancellor Street, 7.30pm, 

Danny Kyle Open Stage.
Saturday August 27: Blazin’ 
Fiddles, Tolbooth, Stirling, 
8pm.
Sunday August 28: Blazin’ 
Fiddles, Universal Art 
Festival, New Town Theatre, 
Edinburgh.
Wednesday August 31  
Summer Ceilidh, Tolbooth, 
Stirling, 8pm
Thursday September 1:  Phil 
Cunningham and Ali Bain, 
Regal Community Theatre, 
Bathgate.
Saturday September 3:  
Scottish Country Dancing, 
Taster Sessions, Kelvingrove 
Art Gallery, 2 to 4pm.

Pub scene
THE KEELIES will play in 
the Islay Inn on Friday and 
Ragaels on Saturday while in 
the Park Bar it will be Eriskay 
Lilt on Friday, Deoch’Dorus 
on Saturday and Willie 
Cameron on Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

‘Shocking and 
vindictive’
Sir,
I write in response to your 
article ‘Nothing to hide at Cash 
for Kids’. 

It is correct to say we have not 
been as active as in previous 
years. This decison was taken 
by the committee considering 

our records were, and still are, 
available for scrutiny by anyone.

The completely unfounded 
comments from Oban 
Community Council member 
Neil MacIntyre can only be 
described as shocking and 
vindictive. Contacting the local 
paper rather than speaking to 
us is characteristic of someone 
with questionable motives and 
can only be interpreted as an 
unbalanced attempt to belittle 
people doing a good job to 

His comment ‘They’re not 
doing themselves any favours’ 
is irrational as our foundation 
is built on helping young people  
including Oban Youth Cafe, Park 
Primary School, Oban Primary 
Campus, Lochnell, Dunbeg, 
Barcaldine and Lismore schools, 
Oban High School Pipe Band, 
Happy House Christian Pre-
School, Atlantis Playpark, local 
Brownies and Guides and many 
local sports clubs. 

Such accusations will not 
change our resolve which relies on 
the generosity of our community 
and our achievements.

Yes, Oban Cash for Kids was 
part of the Oban Bicentenary 
celebrations organising, with 
two weeks notice, the successful 
Family Fun Day at Ganavan 
Sands with Cash for Kids raising 
£292 from two bouncy castles. 

The allegations Mr MacIntyre 
has made are a smear on every 
other organisation in attendance 
who were able to fundraise 
for their own cause with no 
donations for Cash for Kids 
required or received. If Mr 
MacIntyre was amongst the 
3,000 people who supported the 
event then that might have been 
a more appropriate time to direct 
the toxic ‘what’s happened to 
the money’ to either ourselves 
or any of the other fundraisers 
that volunteered time and effort 
on the day.

Thankfully our many helpers 
and supporters will treat this 
slur with the contempt it is due 
and any consequences from 
the community will be well 
deserved.
Linda Crosher, treasurer, 
Oban Cash for Kids. 

Traffic light chaos
Sir,
I would like to bring it to the 
notice of whichever organisation 

at Oban High School, that the 
light sequence must be needing 
rephased. 

As a driver, it took me 23 
minutes to get from Soroba 
House Hotel to the high school 
lights. 

When you pass through these 
lights, the road ahead seems to 
be clear. Surely I am not the only 
frustrated driver.
Wilson Scott, Cawdor Terrace, 
Oban. 

Memorial service 
thanks
Sir,
We would like to thank the 
many people of Oban and 
surroundingarea who helped to 
make the memorial service for 

the life of Councillor Donald 
John Macdonald the very 
moving and uplifting experience 
it was.

Speakers included Councillor 
Roddy MacCuish, Kenneth 
MacColl and Michael Russell 
MSP, while Louise Glen-Lee 
and Kathryn Wilkie performed 
wonderful songs and tunes 
respectively. 

Many thanks too to all the 
other friends and colleagues 
who donated their time, efforts 
and skills. You have comforted 
and heartened us and we wish to 
thank you all.

The collection at the end of the 
service raised nearly £400 in 
total, with £200 to be donated to 
the Salvation Army and £200 to 
Amnesty International. 
Dot, Donny and Kirsty, 
family of the late Donald John 
Macdonald. 

Protect wild 
flowers
Sir,
Please hold off cutting grass 
on road verges for as long as 
possible or not even at all. 

We had the most beautiful array 
of colours and different varieties 

verges around Arisaig.
Lots of tourists were stopping 

to take photos. We should be 
enjoying this natural beauty 
not chopping it down. In very 
few places was the grass tall 
enough to be deemed untidy or 
an obstruction. 

The biggest eyesore on 
our verges is the amount of 
bottles, cans and other debris 
dropped by thoughtless people. 
Thankfully, there are still some 
people caring enough to tidy up 
this rubbish. We have a beautiful 
country. Let’s enjoy it and keep 
it that way.
Ann Gillies, Arisaig.

A shock for voters
Sir,
Your headline last week, 
Ministers asked to back £20 
million ‘Lorn Arc’, must have 
shocked voters. 

The idea this incompetent 
council administration actually 
had thoughts and plans to do 
something positive rather than 
damaging local comminities 
by closing their schools would 
have suggested a major change 
- or the opening defence of their 
seats in May’s election.

Why not ask the government, 
an SNP government, for money 
so that they can reasonably 
charge the voters for its payback, 
on the basis of council tax from 
‘successful new businesses’. And 
if the government refuses or 
doesn’t give enough then that 
will see them off when it comes 
to vote.

But what are they going to 
do with the money? ‘Develop 
Oban Airport’, for which they 
have already received £6 million 
which they overspent by 50 
per cent. ‘Develop the North 
pier and a transport hub’ which 
suggests they might get round to 
agreeing to spend the CHORD 
money which they have been 
havering around for too long 
- turning down the chance of an 
investment in the new marina 
because it didnt have a good 
business plan. And what will 
constitute a business plan for the 
North pier?

Of course local politicians 
will support the bid, but they 
really should ask themselves 
whether they would trust this lot 
to do anything sensible with the 
money. 

Or better still - grant the 

permission to borrow but only 
with a new council with some 
ideas and abilities - like next 
May perhaps.
Gerry Fisher, Benderloch. 

Congratulations 
on vision
and foresight
Sir,
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
Robert Pollock, head of 
Economic Development Argyll 
and Bute Council, and their 
associates are to be commended 
for the vision and foresight of the 
‘Lorn Arc’.

As a communtity we must 
embrace the evolution of ‘Oban 
Mor’ - the development of 
the new town, to the north, 
encompassing Dunstaffnage 
and Connel. The evoluntionary 
process is already well 
underway with the development 
of Oban Airport, Saulmore Golf 
Course, Poppies Garden Centre, 
the Breedon Aggregate Depot,
ongoing expansion of SAMS and 
the Dunstaffnage Marina and 
the huge housing development 
around Dunbeg.

Borrowing money to put 
an appropriate and adequate 
infrastructure in place on the 
basis that such borrowing could 
be repaid by increased rateable 
income is a sound economic 
plan.

Mistakes learnt from towns 
such as Seattle or Inverness, 
both of which have already gone 
through this process, can help 
us.

Our environmental assets are 
monumental, our expansion is 
unstoppable.  Congratulations 
to Argyll and Bute Council 
for taking the helm - let’s all 
row hard and ride the wave!
Graham MacQueen, Oban.

A blueprint
for continuing 
failure
Sir,
I refer to the article accusing 
myself and colleagues of playing 
politics in The Oban Times,
August 11. 

Our housing associations have, 
to date, continued to build new 
homes across Argyll and Bute 
although future plans may have 
to be scaled down in line with 

being imposed on the Scottish 
Government from Westminster. 

Nevertheless the Housing 
Minister will be attending a 
housing summit in Argyll this 
month. No doubt he will hear 
some criticism but we are always 
prepared to listen to constructive 
criticism and we will be pleased 
to work with Argyll and Bute 
Council and others to try to 
ameliorate the worst effects of 
the cuts.

Councillor Marshall makes a 
further error in confusing the 
provision of social housing with 
planning policy which covers all 
forms of housing. Over the last 10 
years Argyll and Bute has seen 
only two thirds of the Scottish 
average of house building across 
all tenures and types of housing. 

why young families who aspire 

are obliged to queue for public 
sector housing.

Michael Russell and I have 
been seeking a meeting with 
the chief executive of the 
council to discuss planning 
issues for some weeks. We have 
legitimate concerns and would 

like to engage constructively 
with Argyll and Bute Council 
to address these. Unfortunately 
the council seem so sensitive to 
criticism of any kind that their 
knee jerk response is always to 
go into denial. 

We cannot do anything about 
the errors of the past but we can 
seek to prevent a continuation of 
policies which have contributed 
to past failures. The Main Issues 
Report is the foundation for the 
next Local Development Plan. 
Myself and colleagues have a 
number of general concerns 
about this report. As it stands it 
is unfortunately a blueprint for 
continuing failure and not a plan 
for success. 
Mike MacKenzie, Highlands 
and Islands MSP. 

Wrong housing 
figures
Sir,
I note the comments from 
Councillor Bruce Marshall in 
The Oban Times of August 18 
in which he criticises Councillor 
Roddy McCuish and Mike 
MacKenzie MSP for highlighting 
their concerns over the contents 
of the Main Issues Report which 
will eventually produce a new 
Local Plan for Argyll and Bute.

Councillor Marshall states it 
is Mike MacKenzie and ‘his 
government that has presided 
over an unprecedented cut in 
Housing Grant from the Scottish 
Government from a high of £22 
million annually to this year 
when there is only about £3 
million available if that’.

As the council’s previous 
housing spokesperson, it is clear 
that Councillor Marshall either 
does not know what he is talking 
about, or is deliberately trying 
to mislead the public by quoting 

Over the past four years, the 
highest level of Housing Grant 
received by Argyll and Bute 
was in 2009/10 and was £12.675 
million and not the £22 million 
stated by Councillor Marshall. If 
we stretch it and add in Early 
Action Funding (EAF) and 
support for ACHA’s Business 
Plan, the total housing related 
funding coming to Argyll & Bute 
was £24.675 million.  Councillor 
Marshall tells your readers that 
the Housing Grant for this year 
is only £3 million ‘if that’. What 
absolute rubbish.  If we compare 

those stated above for 2009/10, 

million - £16.965 million higher 

Marshall. This year’s total 
allocation of £19.965 million is 
higher than three of the last four 
years and is only topped by the 

If we then compare this year’s 

there is only a difference 
of £225,000, a one per cent 

With regards to the Development 
Plan Main Issues Report, I 
share many of the concerns of 
Councillor McCuish, many of 
my constituents and others with 
regards to the contents. I believe 
it is unambitious and does not 
address many of the housing 
and land use issues across 
Argyll and Bute.  It is therefore 
essential residents take an active 
interest in the progress of the 
Development Plan and take 
every opportunity to highlight 
any concerns they may have. 
George Freeman, Leader 
and Housing spokesperson, 
Argyll and Bute Independent 
Councillors Group.

Don’t miss the 
spectacle of The 
Oban Games 
ONE OF the highlights 
of Oban’s ‘season’ is the 
two-day event known as the 
‘Argyllshire Gathering’. 

to piping competitions to 
discover who will win the 
Gaelic Society of London’s 
Gold Medal which, along with 
a similar prize at the Northern 
Meeting in Inverness, 

piping world. But more about 
piping later.

Today is ‘Games Day’ for 
Oban residents, starting with  
a procession from Station 
Square at 10.30am, led by the 
competing pipers from the 
day before. There is a second 
procession at noon with Oban 
Pipe Band and Oban High 
School Pipe Band. 

Throughout the day, 
there will be other piping 

Stadium where all today’s 
events take place.

If you don’t want to march 
to the stadium behind one of 
the pipe bands get to the park 
by 9.30am to see a juvenile 
shinty championship played 
by teams from local primary 
schools. If you are not quite 
sure what shinty is there are a 
couple of simple explanations: 
‘it is hockey without rules’ 
or from the ages of antiquity: 
‘the sport of the Irish court 
thousands of years ago’. 

There are quite a few others 
but we’ll move on to athletic 
events with competitors 
travelling from various parts 
of the world to collect cash 
prizes if they win. As well as 
the races there is high jump, 
and long jump, a gruelling hill 
race and the traditional ‘heavy 
events’: tossing the caber, 
putting the shot and the weight 
over the bar as well as tug-
o-war, ladies races, stewards 
competitions’ and plenty more 
to keep your attention.  

To pick up a caber - a long, 
stout tree trunk - and throw 
it so that it lands in the 12 
o’clock position requires 
great skill and strength. Some 
cabers require to be shortened 
before they can be thrown 
at all. Unfortunately, Jock 
MacColl, a renowned heavy 
weight athlete in his day and 
the arbiter in all disputes, 
who died during the winter 
will be sorely missed for his 
huge Highland physique and 
his even temper which pulled 
the heat out of arguments that 
could have led to wrestling 
matches other than those on 
the programme. 

Highland Dancing by 
both men and women will 
be displayed. But why the 
organisers of the Oban 
Games chose a set of rules 
that does not permit many 
of Scotland’s best younger 
dancers to compete is one of 
the mysteries that must be 
resolved as the Games become 
bigger and attract more 

sponsors who want to see 
the cream of the competitors 
participating.

New overall 
sponsorship
I TURN to essential 
sponsorship without which 
any major event cannot be 
staged. 

The Oban Games and piping 
events at the Argyllshire 
Gathering just could not 
happen without it. When 
I spoke to Peter Forrester, 
the senior steward, he had 
a smile in his voice as the 
two-day event has again 
acquired a new major sponsor 
as well increased funding for 
particular competitions on 
both days, especially in all 
grades of piping. 

The major new sponsor is 
the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
one of Britain’s biggest banks. 
Others will be found in the 
programme. And lastly, a 
word about the enormous 
amount of voluntary work 
done by the stewards on both 
days and for months before 
and after the event. 

Peter is in his second year as 
senior steward and can have 
little spare time for recreation 
between one Gathering and 
the next. 

An interesting feature 
of the ancient event is the 
ever-increasing part played 
by ladies, now admitted as 
members in their own right as 
well as by dint of marriage to 
a member.

Do come to Oban Games for 
a fascinating day out. There 
are plenty of stalls with food 
and drink so you can stay for 
the day. Visit the Heritage 
Tent to learn about Celtic 
crafts and enjoy an afternoon 
of entertainment arranged 
by the heritage steward 
Brigadier John MacFarlane. 
It is also useful to shelter 
from the rain, should a little 
fall, inadvertently, you will 
understand.

Support the 
growth of piping
I’M DELIGHTED to remind 
readers that the tremendous 
growth of interest in learning 
to play the pipes is something 
that is totally commendable, 
but becoming a piper is an 
expensive business.

This has been recognised by 
the local authority, which in 
conjunction with the stewards 
of the Argyllshire Gathering, 

contributions to tuition fees, 
supply of pipes and in the 
case of the Oban High School 
Pipe Band the supply of kilts 
and jackets – a formidable 
undertaking led by Alasdair 
Dewar. Donations can be 
sent to Peter Forrester, the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Oban.   

For safety’s sake, use the cycle path
IT seems there’s no pleasing some people. Hundreds of thousands 
of pounds are being spent on building the new cycle path that 
will, eventually, link Campbeltown to Inverness.

While there are still plenty of gaps, a major milestone has been 
reached with the completion of a 13-mile unbroken stretch north 
from the Sea Life Centre at Barcaldine.

While the completed sections of cycle track are proving popular 
with huge numbers of cyclists and walkers, there are still those 
who prefer to run - or rather cycle - the gauntlet on the roads.

These lycra-clad ‘serious’ cyclists baulk at the thought of shar-
ing this excellent facility - with a surface that in some cases is far 
superior to that of the roads - with other lesser mortals.

Surely it is a matter of safety. Cycles and motor vehicles are 
never a good mix at the best of times, least of all on this region’s 
narrow main roads.
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A FORT William group fed up with dog mess 
polluting their scheme is seeking to solve the problem 
by inviting local people to lead by example.

The ‘Green Dog Walkers’ event in Upper Achintore 
on Saturday will see organisers the Upper Achintore 
Regeneration Group set up a stall on open ground 
between 119 and 120 Lochaber Road.

Members will invite local dog walkers to ‘go green’ 
and register as Green Dog Walkers – with the reward 
being poo bags, gloves, snoods and wristbands 
emblazoned with the Green Dog Walkers logo. 

as roundworm, salmonella and E.coli. Highland 
Council is also backing the initiative.

Councillor Donald Cameron and group chairman 
Andrew McHale strongly support the scheme, which 
has seen dog fouling decrease substantially in areas 
where it has been introduced. 

Mr McHale said: ‘Our local community wardens 
advise that dog fouling is a major issue in our area 
and our group are determined to address this. 

‘Local dog owner Joanne Hyde is leading on this 
project and we hope as many as 50 local dog walkers 
will sign up on the day. By joining our campaign 
you pledge to always clean up after your dog, always 
carry extra poo bags and, in a non-confrontational 
way, encourage other dog owners to do the same.’

The stall will be manned by local volunteers 
from 10am to 4pm on Saturday. For those who 
cannot manage further information is available 
from greendogwalkers@highland.gov.uk and 01349 
886603.

Urgent appeal 
for more Isle of      
Muck firefighters
HIGHLANDS and Islands Fire 
Board will meet tomorrow 
(Friday) to consider proposals 
which could lead to the closure 

unit on the Isle of Muck.
Due to its small population 

of about 35 people and a lack 
of emergency incidents, Muck 
has had a problem getting new 

to the Community Response 

personnel.

maintain a viable intervention 
response’.

The report recommends an 
on-going recruitment drive on 
the island is continued but says 
closure is a real possibility in 
the future if more volunteers do 
not come forward.

Nearby Eigg, which has about 
twice as many inhabitants, 
has similarly been trying to 
attract new volunteers and has 
managed to swell its ranks to 
nine people, which the report 
said was an ‘acceptable level’.

The board will meet in the 
Council Chamber in Inverness 
and are expected to approve the 
recommendations to continue 
the recruitment campaign.

LOCHAILORT man John 
Bryden has reached the south 
coast of England after nearly 
two weeks of his marathon 
charity motorbike ride around 
the coastline of the UK.

He left his home at Craiglea 
on Friday August 12, travelled 
round the north coast of Scotland 
and down the entire east coast 
of the UK reaching London on 

B-roads.
Mr Bryden is undertaking the 

challenge to raise money for 
Kirsty’s Kids, the charity he 
and his wife Jan set up ealrier 
this year in memory of their 
daughter Kirsty who died in a 
car crash last year. Kirsty, aged 
19, was planning the bike trip 
herself in aid of needy children 
across the world before her death 
last September.

Mr Bryden is using Kirsty’s 
125cc machine and has spent 
his nights either camping by the 
roadside or being put up by local 
people who have heard about his 
journey.

SCHOOL inspectors have given 
Glencoe Primary School a 
positive report card following 
their recent visit.

Attainment in language and 
maths, outdoor sports, eco 
activities and charity work all 
earned praise.

Support from the local 
community, use of the local 
environment to enhance 
learning and a positive school 
ethos were also commended. 

Children took responsibility 
for school improvements 
through eco and health 
committees and the pupil 
council, while staff have high 
expectations of children’s 
behaviour, the HMIe report 
said.

Head teacher Marylin 
MacDonald said: ‘I am 
delighted with the HMIe report 
which highlights the dedication 
and excellent teamwork among 
all staff, the very supportive 
parents and local community 
and our enthusiastic learners in 
Glencoe Primary School.’

Parent council chairman Jim 
Shepherd thanked the staff  ‘for 
their continuing efforts to make 
the school a challenging and fun 
place for them to learn’.

Inspectors also recommended 
more work to develop the 
curriculum, and also involve 
staff, children and parents 
more in supporting individual 
learners.

WORK to make Kilmallie Hall more accessible 
for disabled people has won praise from a local 
campaign group.

Lochaber Disability Access Panel awarded 
Fort William-based David Mee Architecture a 

principles’ to the upgrade of the popular and well 
used hall, which serves the Corpach and wider 
community.

designers demonstrating ‘excellence and a holistic 
approach’ to meeting the needs of disabled 
people.

Panel member Thomas MacLennan said: ‘We in 
the panel are grateful [Mr Mee] has the vision to 
design in such a way that enables many disabled 
members of our community, and visitors to 

Lochaber, to be independent and participate fully 
in society. The panel is constantly striving to 
create a more equal world. If any other architects 
and designers working on Lochaber projects wish 
to be considered for this award the panel would be 
happy to consider their applications. We are proud 
to award this to David and his team.’

Within his design, Mr Mee incorporated disabled 
friendly public toilets accessible from outwith the 
building when closed by disabled persons using an 
international radar key.

Three dedicated disabled parking bays, with 
accessibility strips for wheelchair users and others 
with mobility impairments, are also included.

They will be located immediately adjacent to 
the main entrance door, accessed by a gentle ramp 
leading up from the car park.

‘Hydro’ MacLean 
completes     
trilogy of talks
MEMBERS of Lochaber 
Historical Society will be 
‘wired to their seats’ next 
Thursday when Hector ‘Hydro’ 
MacLean will complete his 
trilogy of talks.

Hector’s past presentations 
have included the story of ‘free 
electricity’ from his early days 
in Campbeltown and ‘heavy 
water’ at Arisaig.

This time he may include the 
story of how ‘a local Robin 
Hood’ restored power across the 
River Spean.

His title ‘Lochaber Once 
More’ will bring his audience 
up to date with his experiences 
and anecdotes from around 
Lochaber. 

Full details of this season’s 
programme will be available 
in the Alexandra Hotel on the 
night. Proceedings start at 8pm 
and everyone is welcome.

JACOBITE ‘troops’ stood on a 
historic bridge last week - for the 

The group of over 20 from Na 
Fir Dileas (The Loyal Men) were 

Jacobite rising following Prince 

Wearing period dress and 
led by a piper and drummer, 
the party walked half a mile to 
Highbridge, near Spean Bridge, 
watched by local people and 
visitors. A party of Polish scouts 
entered into the fun by joining 
the marchers.

The bridge, now a ruin, was 
the scene of a famous ploy when 
just 12 clansmen tricked a large 
party of Government troops into 
believing they were surrounded. 

the clansmen darted from tree to 
tree to give the impression they 
were a sizeable band.

At the bridge a piper played 
before clan captain Marti 
Morrison described how the 

Lochaber Disability Access Panel chairman Ken Johnston, right, presents the certificate of merit to 
David Mee for his disabled friendly design of improvements to Kilmallie Hall.

Inspectors
praise
Glencoe
primary

Jan Bryden told The Oban 
Times her husband had received 
an overwhelming response from 
members of the public on his 
journey so far.

She said: ‘The response has 
been fantastic. There’s been some 
people we know, but there’s been 

an awful lot of people we don’t 
know who have just read about 
it on Facebook or have seen him 
driving by.

‘He had a bit of trouble with his 
gearbox yesterday then we got 
a phone call from someone in 
Kent who said if John can nurse 
his bike to them they could put 

Mr Bryden has been meticulous 
about covering every piece of 
road around the coast, often 
travelling along dead end roads 
only to turn back on himself to 
continue the journey.

Mrs Bryden added: ‘He’s very 
sore and the awful weather 
seems to be following him. But 
he’ll carry on regardless. We’ve 
been looking on the internet and 

this before.’
Anyone wishing to donate can 

do so through www.kirtsyskids.
org. The money raised by the 
venture will go towards setting 
up a summer camp in the UK 
for children who are sick and in 
need of care.

John Bryden: taking on a 
marathon coastline challenge.

John drives on 
with coastline 
bike challenge  
Great public response to charity trip

Fort William 
dog walkers 
lead by 
example

LOCHABER’S standing in the sporting world has 
cranked up another gear after a young Duror man 
shattered a cycling record – despite a road accident.

At only 16, Ben Miller is already one one Scotlands’s 
top mountain bikers and is in the Olympic youth talent 
team of potential future Games riders. 

But now his Ben’s road biking form is drawing 
attention after he smashed the North of Scotland 25-mile 
time trial record on the A9 near Invergordon on August 
14.

The young speedster covered the distance in 1hour 
34seconds – carving a full 42 seconds off the previous 
record set in 1998 by Wick Wheelers’ Evan Oliphant.

Ben’s time also eclipsed the youth record for any 

still has a way to go to match Graeme Obree’s incredible 
record of 48 minutes.

The record was even more remarkable because Ben’s 
bike had limited gearing to prevent him overtaxing 

his young frame. Kinlochleven High School pupil Ben 
told The Oban Times
restricted gears, which ensure people my age don’t push 
a big gear and ruin their knees. There was a crash on the 
A9, so I had to stop and pick my way through. I lost a lot 
of time over that and I reckon I would have gone under 
the hour without the delay. I was really happy with my 
performance – I was sitting at 30mph on the way back.’

Ben followed up his success by riding for Scotland at 
the European Championships at Graz in Austria, where 

of mountain bike competitions. 
Asked whether a change to road biking could be on the 

cards, he said: ‘I will stick to mountain biking just now, 
but if it does not go to plan as I get older I may switch 

the moment.’ 
Ben’s next outing is a 10-mile time trial at Dundee this 

Sunday.

Duror’s Ben Miller speeds to a 
new record in the Invergordon 

time trial.

Biker Ben shatters trial record

Recreating history: Na Fir Dileas at Highbridge.

clansmen had behaved with 
great bravery and with gallantry 
towards captured prisoners.

The group now hopes to hold 
the commemoration annually as 
access has been made easier by 
the construction of a new path.

After the march, a ceilidh  was 
held at the Old Station Restaurant 
in Spean Bridge. 

Perth won a bottle of Drambuie 
- said to be made from a recipe 
given to supporters by Prince 
Charlie.

Spokesman for organisers the 
Great Glen and Glean Spean 
Marketing Group, Peter Wilson, 
said: ‘The event proved hugely 
successful and plans are afoot 
to have an even bigger event 
next year, including a possible 
Jacobite fair and even a re-
enactment of the battle. 

‘We are extremely grateful 
to Na Fir Dileas for their help 
in creating such an interesting 
spectacle.’

Kilmallie Hall access work earns 
praise from disability group

Jacobite ‘troops’ 
recreate history 
at famous bridge 

Biker injured in crash
A MOTORCYCLIST was taken to Belford Hospital 
after falling from his bike on the A830 Road to the 
Isles at 1pm on Monday.

The biker was heading towards Fort William and 

turn near Craiglea, Lochailort – a notorious spot for 
accidents.

Meanwhile, a car ended up in a ditch after 

William.
The driver, a local person who had no passengers 

at the time of the crash on Sunday afternoon, 
escaped uninjured.

FÈISEAN nan Gàidheal has welcomed a 

to further strengthen the area’s Gaelic 
music and culture.

Maria MacInnes will be based in the 
former Camaghael hostel at Lochaber High 

project - Fèis nan Deugairean (Teenage 
Fèis), which will run in Lochaber High 
School from October 8-10.

The event, a joint project between all 
the Lochaber-based fèisean at Mallaig, 
Fort William, Acharacle and Eigg, is 
exclusively for teenagers in the Lochaber 
area who want to develop their musical 
abilities. 

Classes will be offered in accordion, 

song, using a PA system, media equipment 
and groupwork. Tutor musicians include 
Finlay Wells, Ingrid Henderson, Angus 
Binnie and Sìleas Sinclair. Transport 
will be available for participants from 
Acharacle and Mallaig.

Maria, aged 22, from Stoneybridge in 
South Uist, attended fèisean from a young 
age and recently graduated from the 
University of Strathclyde, having studied 
chemical engineering for four years.

She told The Oban Times: ‘My main 
priority is to continue and develop the four 
annual fèisean taking place in Lochaber.’Maria MacInnes.

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Does your business need funding?
Growth grants available up to £3,000
Does your business have growth ambitions? Then talk to Business Gateway, our experienced advisors can 
help you develop your growth plans and signpost relevant sources of funding, all in total confidence.
If your business is trading over or near the VAT threshold and has plans to grow, you could be eligible 
for Argyll and Bute Council’s Competitive Business Growth grant of up to £3,000.

Start-up grants available up to £1,000
Are you thinking about starting your own business or have recently started? Then talk to Business 
Gateway, our advisors can help you develop your ideas and business plan and advise you on relevant 
sources of funding.
If you have a new business that has been trading less than 6 months you could be eligible for
Argyll and Bute Council’s Start-up grant of up to £1,000.

ACT NOW to apply for grant funding – 
deadline 30 September 2011.
To find out more contact Business Gateway on 01546 605459 or
email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

This could be you…
Survivex is the brand new state-of-the-art 
training facility now open at Dyce, Aberdeen.
We provide a range of training courses which 

Immediate availability on all courses

A New Vision in Training for Energy

OPITO Approved 
BOSIET* & MIST* FOR ONLY £550 +VAT**

OPITO Approved 
FOET* FOR ONLY £350 +VAT**

QUOTE REF OBT01 WHEN BOOKING

In the late 1960’s 
contact lens special-
ists noticed my-
opic (short sighted) 
patients seemed to 
become less myopic 

contact lenses that 
caused pressure to 
bear on the centre 
of the cornea. This 
observation has 
subsequently led to 
the specialist contact 
lens practice of 
orthokeratology.

In the early days 
multiple hard contact 
lenses were progres-
sively applied to 

the patient’s cornea 
to reduce the level 
of myopia. Today, 
with the advent 
of computerised 
contact lens design 
and manufacture it 
is possible, in many 
cases, to fully correct 
a patient’s myopia 
with one overnight 
application of special 
rigid lens known as 
corneal reshaping 
lenses. Currently it 
is necessary to wear 
these reshaping 
lenses overnight 
every night to 
maintain full correc-
tion of the patient’s 
myopia. 

Research is current-
ly being undertaken 
to discover how to 
preserve the myopia 
correction effect 
for weeks or even 

months at a time. 
One of the 

of corneal reshaping 
is in the control of 
the development 
of myopia. These 
amazing lenses 
have been shown to 
reduce the rate of 
increase in myopia 
in children by around 
75%. The scourge of 
myopia is sweeping 
the world and has 
the potential to cause 
long term ocular 
health problems. By 
treating our children 
suffering from the 
onset of myopia with 
corneal reshaping 
lenses we can help 
reduce their need for 
vision correction and 
improve their long 
term ocular health. 

Orthokeratology is 
also ideal for sports 
men and women, 
particularly swim-
mers, who need 
constant clear stable 

worker who suffer 
from dry eyes when 
staring at computer 
screens all day. 
Myopic factory 
workers and farmers 
who work in dusty 
environments would 

Corneal reshaping 
is a predictable and 
safe alternative to 
either spectacles or 
daily wear contact 
lenses.

Corneal Reshaping

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists

The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Cash squeeze results in 
more  grant applications
AN ICE-rink, a soup kitchen and a new 
tent were amongst projects given cash by 
the Third Sector Grants Fund at Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Funding projects to the value of £18,000, 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles area committee 
heard the fund had more applications than 

Laura MacDonald put down to the tighten-
ing of funds from other organisations.

In a broad range of projects, funding was 
given for a part time curator at the Lismore 
Historical Society’s building on the island, 
Spotlight Theatre Company, interpretation 
panels inside Dunollie House, community 
work by Glenorchy and Innishail Churches 
in Dalmally, carriage riding in Oban, a 

Fairtrade Directory, safety training for 
Coll Sailing Club, a new tent for Taynuilt 
Highland Games and equipment for Oban 
Saints. 

An exiting project to hold a winter festival 
in the town was part-funded by the commit-
tee. A partnership programme from Atlantis 
Leisure, Argyll Voluntary Action and The 
Rotary Club will see the town lit up with 
bright lights, a parade with reindeers and an 
outdoor synthetic ice rink for four days.

There was be disappointment too, with 
decisions on Soroba Youth Club, Alzhe-
imer’s Singing for the Brain Group, Hope 
Soup Kitchen in Oban to increase its service 
and Oban and War Peace Museum being 
deferred to a future meeting.
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gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Every night > Scottish Show 8pm
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 

Thursday night > Games Night Dance
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with Trail West at 11pm 

Friday night > High School Disco (over 18’s only)
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with Headmaster Stevo..... 

uniform must be worn !  at 11pm

Saturday night > Club Night  
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with Mark and Stuart

Thur 25 & Fri 26 August > CHRIS SUCKLE
Markie Dans

Saturday 27 August > 9.30pm , Gary Innes and Norrie 
Coasters Bar, Oban MacIver from Manran, FREE

This month’s focus....

Shower of 
Herring
If you’d like a taste of 
the quiet countryside 
then turn off the A816 
at Kilmelford and travel 
down the Degnish Road 
and discover The Shower 
of Herring Restaurant 
in “Melfort Village” 
-  a hidden gem. There 
is a well-maintained 
children’s playground and 
if you’re feeling active 
there are many lovely 
walks from Melfort 
Village, both short and 
long, gentle and taxing. 
Situated in the centre of 
the village, the restaurant 
which is open all year 
provides great food in 
a warm and friendly 
atmosphere. From 

Dining out
traditional Sunday roast 
using local beef and lamb 
and their very popular 
“rustic fayre”, vegetarian 
options and “ food for 
the kids” to classic dishes 
of saddle of venison and 
West Coast scallops.  
A charity coffee morning 
is held every Monday 
from 10.30 until 12.00 
noon, delicious home-
baking, tea or coffee 
£2.00 per person - all 
proceeds to: The Cherish 
Fund (Oban).  Aiming to 
provide special transport.

Royal Burgh 
Cafe

Pizza Nights

Buy 2 Pizzas 
& receive  a Bottle 

of House Wine Free,
5pm till 8pm                 

Phone for Reservation 
on 01499 302323 to 

avoid disappointment

 3 Main Street, 
Inveraray

Offer minimum 18 years 
I.D. required

GLENCRUITTEN
CLUBHOUSE 

RESTAURANT & BAR

OPEN DAILY 
from 9am til 9pm

Open from 7am Saturdays
Homecooked Meals Using 
Locally Sourced Produce

01631 562868
www.obangolf.com

Sunday
Roast
£7.00

For reservations 
and enquiries 

please call 01631 710666

Light Lunches, Afternoon 
Tea & Evening Meals

Enjoy fine wines and 
fresh local produce in our 

Restaurant overlooking the 
spectacular Falls of Lora or in 
the cosy Bar with open fire.

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 1st September
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

North Connel & District
HORTICULTURAL

SHOW 2011
Victory Hall, Benderloch
SATURDAY 27 AUGUST

Show Opens 2.00pm
Entry Adults £2 Children £1
Which includes tea & home baking

(approx)

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
SCOTLAND, EASDALE BRANCH

ANNUAL SALE
(In aid of Forces’ Charities)

SEIL ISLAND HALL, 
SATURDAY 27 AUGUST

Baking, Bric-a-Brac,  Books/CD’s. Fresh 

and stalls from Combat Stress, Erskine 
War Blinded & Poppy Scotland.   

Entrance by donation

Oban Art Society
Summer Exhibition 2011

Former Red Cross Hall 
(Army Cadet Centre)

Tweedale Street
Friday 2nd September to 
Saturday 10th September

(excluding Sunday)

Everyone welcome
ADMISSION FREE

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

SMUDGE
Friendly Balinese boy. Is distraught and withdrawn after his 

buddy died and needs a lot of love and companionship. 
Not used to dogs or children, is neutered and vaccinated.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

SAVE THE CHILDREN,  
FORT WILLIAM

 25th Anniversary 
A reunion of all retired 

volunteers is planned for 
September 29th in The 

Alexandra Hotel, at 3pm.
If you wish to attend 
please call Cathie on 

01397 700448 by 
September 19th.

If you are unable to attend, 
we still want to hear from you.

Quarry View
Garden Centre 

Crarae
Car Boot Sale

Sunday 28th August
From 12 – 4pm
For booking call 

Eileen on 
01546 886692

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Celebrate Summer 

Fresh Local Lobster  
Every Thursday

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087

Windows 
dressed 
to impress
SHOPS and businesses in Oban 
and Tobermory embraced the West 
Highland Yachting Week Window 
Dressing Competition.

In all, 18 entries came from 
Oban and 14 from Tobermory and 
announcing the winner Meg Lowe 

in both towns. 
‘Most of the shops and businesses 

had really gone to town to create 
some lovely displays and it was a 

to choose the eventual winner,’ she 
said. 

However she chose Orsay, in Oban, 

Meals runner-up and Alba third. 
Janet Gray, proprietor of Orsay, 

the popular craft shop, said: ‘It was 
great to be involved in something 
that was very community oriented 
and all the displays entered the spirit 
of the event.’ 

Janet was presented the Window 
Dressing Trophy for Oban and a 
celebration cake made especially by 
Elaine’s Cakes to mark the return of 
the competition to Oban. 

Meg awarded a special endeavour 
for local interest to McQueen’s 
Charity Shop that had researched 
and displayed some old material 
from West Highland Yachting Week 
over the years. ‘It was like a trip 
down memory lane for many com-
petitors,’ she said. 

In Tobermory, the Isle of Mull 
Soap Company, a regular competi-
tor, won the competition with No. 47, 
a newcomer to the scene decorated 
by Kara McKee, taking second and 
Sugar Rush, also a newcomer, third. 

The winners received a Tunnock’s 
polo shirt and Tunnock’s crystal 
glass as well as the Window Dress-

ing Trophy and runners up received 
Tunnock’s products and a taste of 
Tobermory Whisky. 

Windows taking part in Oban 
were: Alba, Albany Stores, Orsay, 

Shop, Blacks Town and Country, 
Oban Music, Mary’s Meals, 
Jacksons Butchers, The Wool and 
Needlecraft Centre, Carol Lekalake, 
CGL (Oban) Ltd, Precious Things 
Lingerie, MacQueens Community 
Charity Shop, The Kitchen Garden, 
Bossards, Caledonian MacBrayne 
and Julie’s Coffee House.

Windows taking part in 
Tobermory were: Island Crafts, 
Tobermory Whisky Shop, Tober-
mory Pharmacy, No. 47, Isle of Mull 
Pottery, Seafare, Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust, Tobermory 
Bakery, Tackle and Books, Sugar 
Rush, The Mishnish Hotel, The 
Corner Shop, Mull Soap Company 
and Trek Tobermory. 

Orsay’s Janet Gray is all smiles 
after winning the best dressed 
window comeptition in Oban.

OBAN Art Society celebrates 
40 years of excellence when it 
opens its annual exhibition on 
Friday September 2 with more 
than 200 new exhibits from 40 
local artists.  

While this is an exhibition to 
show off the talents of artists, 
both professional and amateur, 
most exhibits are for sale.

Oban Art Society is a non 

organisation made up of 
volunteers whose aim is to 
support and nurture local 
artists.  

Programme
The society runs a winter 

programme of talks and 
workshops, to encourage both 
members and those with an 
interest in art.  

Money raised from the art 
exhibition is used to fund this 
programme.

The exhibition runs from 
Friday September 2 until 
Saturday September 10 in the 
Army Cadet Hall, Combie 
Street, Oban.

Oban Art Society’s September exhibition is the 40th of the club and is a showcase for painters and 
sculptors in Lorn and beyond. Society member Monika Smyth is pictured putting the finishing 

touches to a view of Oban Bay from her studio.

Art society celebrates 40 years with exhibition

Songs of Praise at 
Kilmeny Church
AN EVENING of song 
will once again be held on 
Sunday at Kilmeny Church, 
Isle of Islay, when Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle and local 
musicians will perform.  

The Songs of Praise 
event, for the whole island, 
features songs and hymns, 
both traditional and 
contemporary, chosen by 
the Kilmeny congregation. 

Meanwhile, a collection of 
photographs of the parish and 
its people is on display in the 
church porch, which visitors 
are invited to go and see.

Hoteliers’ £5,000 boost for harbour
FOLLOWING their retirement from running the Lochside 

been creditted with raising more than £5,000 for Bowmore 
Harbour Association.

The association has thanked the couple and many of their 
patrons at the Lochside Hotel for raising £5,235.98 over the 
past eight years with their bar collection boxes.

THE SEQUENCE Ladies Choir 
produced some wonderful 
singing under conductor Janet 

Summer Ceilidh of the year.
The choir was accompanied 

by Andrew Dunlop and 
followed Tom Irvine, from 
Dunoon, who brought with him 
his own particular mixture of 
songs and jokes.

Local piper Alasdair 
MacDonald had started off 
proceedings before Isla Sinclair 
dancers Kirsty Campbell 
and Lora MacLeod produced 
excellent Highland routines.

Young accordionist Craig 
McFadyen played a selection 
of popular tunes while Jake 
MacKay expertly played the 
mouth organ, ably accompanied 
by Andrew Dunlop on the 
keyboard.

Oban’s Riona MacCormick 
sang beautifully and fear an 
taighe for the evening was 
Cameron Fletcher.

Taynuilt hosts final 
summer ceilidh

Paintings donated by leading artists 
will boost Phoenix Cinema coffers

AN ENTERTAINING mix of Gaelic and English 

lovers in Mull, Lismore and Benderloch next 
week.

Cula – comprising Maeve MacKinnon, Ewan 
MacPherson and Lauren MacColl – will perform 
at An Tobar, in Tobermory, on Tuesday August 
30, Lismore Public Hall on Wednesday August 

31 and the Victory Hall, Benderloch, on Thursday 
September 1.

Tickets for the Mull show are available in advance 
by calling 01688 302211. They are available 
on the door in Lismore and for the Benderloch 
performance, tickets  are available in advance for 
£10 from Campbell and Joy Cameron on 01631 
720247 or for £12 at the door.

Cula promise an entertaining mix

A SILENT art auction will be 
part of a major fundraising 
campaign to boost funds for  
Oban’s Phoenix Cinema.

The cinema purchase price 
has been secured but the hard 
working fundraising group is 
now hoping to secure cash for a 
major refurbishment before the 
cinema re-opens.

Four original paintings by 
some of Scotland’s most famous 
artists have been donated to raise 
funds for the group: Golden Bay, 

by Terry Kirkwood; Reefed 
Sails of Duart by Erni Upton; 
West Coast Seascape by Robert 
Kelsey and Dual Confrontation 
by Vega.

They are currently on display 

the Bank of Scotland Buildings 
in Station Square where they can 
be viewed 9am - 1pm and 2pm 
– 5pm Monday to Friday. 

Arrangements can be made to 
see the paintings outside of these 
times by contacting the email 

address below. Images of the 
paintings can also be emailed 
to any interested parties by 
contacting louglenlee@gmail.
com.

The pictures are being sold 
by a sealed bids auction. All 
bids should be handed into DM 

and contact details and the value 
of your bid. 

Winning bids will be 
announced at Inveraray on 
Saturday October 1. 

CAR BOOT 
SALE
CO-OP 

CAR PARK
SUNDAY 28TH 

AUGUST
10am – 2pm
£5 per table.

Kilmelford by Oban PA34 4XD
www.showerofherring.co.uk

01852 200345
Just a few miles from Arduaine Gardens

Saturday 5.00 - 11.00
Sunday 12.00 - 2.00 also 6.00 - 10.00

Mon, Wed, Thurs & Frid.,
10.30 - 2.00 also 6.00 - 11.00

Latest food order lunchtime 1.45
Latest food order evening 8.45

Tea, coffee, home-baking, light 
lunches and evening meals

Great food - Warm atmosphere
Closed all day Tuesdays

INFO/MENUS
jb@showerofherring.co.uk

www.showerofherring.co.uk

Tai Chi 
Movement for Wellbeing

New classes starting in Oban and Fort William
Oban – Thursday 1st September 

At the Church of Scotland Centre, Glencruitten Road, Oban
Fort William – Monday 5th September

Susanne Lin McCardel  01852 500361
susannemccardel@hotmail.co.uk     www.susannemccardel.co.uk

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

Join today www.nts.org.uk

0844 493 2100

Enjoy vibrant summer colour 
and dazzling displays. Arduaine

Over 35
glorious 
gardens to visit.



February 1886
CAMPBELTOWN - SNOW STORM
On Monday and Tuesday a very severe storm of 
drift and snow gave the inhabitants of Campbeltown 
and district a surprise, as nothing so severe has 
been felt here for years. During Monday evening 
the storm reached its height, and several shops were 
completely snowed up. At Lochend the snow drifted 
to the depth of several feet, while in the country 

dangerous. On Tuesday the mail coach, which runs 
for here to Tarbert, had to turn near Lagaugarroch, 
the roads being found immpassable. Two accidents 
occurred on the Southend road, but neither was 
attended with any serious results. A complete thaw 
has since occurred and very little snow is now to 
be seen.

February 1886
CAMPBELTOWN - FATAL ACCIDENT
About ten o’clock on Wednesday, a fatal accident 
occurred on the farm of Mr Donald Montgomery, 
Dunglass. A farm servant, named William Reid, 
in company with his brother John was engaged in 
placing a pair of fanners on a cart at Machriemore 
Hill. While standing on the cart-stead, he was 
thrown to the ground, the horse having given an 
sudden start, and the fanners unfortunately fell on 
his body. On being taken up he was found to be 
unconcious, and expired within quarter of an hour 

and much sympathy is felt in the district for his 
bereaved relatives.

February 1886
LEWIS - SIX MEN DROWNED
On Monday morning a boat’s crew from the 
township of Bayble, on the south-east side of the 
island of Lewis, consisting of six men, were lost 
near the entrance to Bayle, while returning from the 

on the sea, the weather was not very stormy, and it 
is supposed that the boat was suddenly struck by a 
wave and swamped. A number of people witnessed 
the occurrence from the shore, but they were power-
less to render any assistance. Several boats put off 
from the shore, but ere they reached the scene of the 
accident, all trace of the unfortunate men and the 
boat had disappeared. The skipper of the boat was 
married, and leaves two children. The rest of the 
crew were all young unmarried men. Their names 
were as follows: John MacLeod, skipper; Malcolm 
MacIver (Angus), 28; Angus MacIver (Kenneth), 
22; William MacDonald (John), 22; Peter Stewart 
(John), 23; and Angus MacDonald (Norman), 22. 

March 1886
CANADA - ADVANCED AGE
An old coloured woman named Sarah Taylor died in 
the township of Louth, near St Catherine’s, Ontario 
on February 16, at the advanced age of 120 years 11 
months and eight days.

March 1886
KILLIN - RAILWAY OPENS
On Saturday the new Killin railway, connecting the 
Callander and Oban line with Killin and Loch Tay, 

miles long, branches off from the Callander and 
Oban Railway at Killin Junction, about two and 
a half miles west of the present station, runs in a 
north-easterly direction to the village of Killin, and 
thence to the steamboat pier at the west end of Loch 
Tay. It is single throughout. The works, which have 
occupied about two years and a half in construction, 
cost about £30,000 or a little under £6000 per mile. 
A train conveying the Marquis of Breadalbane 
and a large number of gentlemen was run over the 
line, an opportunity being afforded of inspecting 
the various viaducts along the route. A luncheon 
was subsequently held, at which Lord Breadalbane 
presided. Amongst the guests were Mr Brett of 
Bolfracks, Mr John Anderson, Callander and Oban 
Railway; Mr Blaikie, Highland Fisheries Company; 
Mr Cameron, Easdale; Mr D Fraser, Dalmally &c, 
&c. His Lordship in the course of a short address 
expressed the hope that the undertaking would 
prove a success, as it opened up a very popular 
tourist route. Mr James King, Campsie, proposed 
the toast: ‘Success to the Killin railway’ - to which 
the noble Marquis replied. The health of Mr Strain, 
the engineer of the line, was cordially drank. 
Mr Strain, in his reply, said that the success of 
the Killin line had already borne fruit in foreign 
countries, and  that he was engaged in constructing 
a railway in Spain, in which the Killin Railway 
was just a model. Mr Best, Glasgow, propsed ‘The 
contractors’. Amongst the other speakers were Sir 
Robert menzies, Bart.; Mr J W Young, S.S.C.; Mr 
Rennie Watson; Mr Jas. Bett, Bolfracks; Mr Kirk, 
W.S.; and Mr Swan. On the termination of the 
proceedings a special train left Killin at 3.30 for 
the south.

March 1886
CONNEL - BUILDING WORKS
Extensive building operations are now going 
forward at Connel, and in a short time hence that 
once secluded spot will become the centre of a busy 
little community. The most important of these is 
the hotel being built by Messrs MacKenzie and 
MacColl, for our townsman, Mr MacGillivary of 
the George St restaurant, which is nearly ready 

for a handsome villa, now under construction, to 
the order of the Rev Mr Brunton, Glasgow. Mr 
Duncan Sinclair, Oban is also busy with a villa 

1886

for the proprietor of the Carding Mill. Two other 
houses are, we understand, being contracted for. In 
addition to these Mr Stevenson, builder, is putting 
up a bakery for Mr Malcolm Ferguson. Over one 
hundred workmen leave Oban every morning for 
Connel, returning by the 6.15 train in the evening.

May 1886
CAMPBELTOWN - ENORMOUS TAKE OF 
HERRINGS

arrived in the harbour loaded to the gunwale with 
splendid herrings. The earliest arrivals were bought 
up by English buyers at low prices. Several skiffs, 

loaded as they were, they had to put to sea again in 

Kinloch was specially chartered by the buyers to 
convey the herrings to Glasgow, and sailed shortly 

May 1886
ARDNAMURCHAN - EVICTION OF 
FARMER
The appearance in Tobermory of a party of 
uniformed commissionaires along with a mes-
senger-at-arms and his concurrent from Edinburgh 
last Friday produced an immense amount of 

was experienced in securing a boat to convey the 
forces to Ardnamurchan, and it was evident that the 
sympathies of the people disinclined them to afford 
assistance to the evicting force. It is understood 
that the party met with no opposition from the 
defaulting tenant, John Henderson, sheep farmer, 
Ormsaigmore, and that his ejection from the house 
and farm was quietly effected.

May 1886
BEN CRUACHAN - GRANITE EXHIBITED
The Ben Cruachan Granite Company have sent 
from their quarries at Lochawe, specimens of 
polished, dressed, and undressed granite to the 
Exhibition at Edinburgh, and these have already 
attracted considerable attention. The difference 
between the rough and polished substance, says an 
expert, is very remarkable, and in its polished state 

appearance than other exhibits of its kind. From 
the polished column and vases which are shown 
the granite semms to be amenable to graceful 
moulding, most suitable for monumental purposes. 
This is high praise indeed, and augers well for the 
prosperity for the undertaking.

May 1886
ONICH - AN AMUSING SCENE
Two gentlemen were standing on Onich pier on 
Friday as Mr MacBraynes’ steamer Cavalier was 
approaching with goods and passengers from the 
south. The piermaster being for the moment out 
of the way, the mate of the steamer, now close 
at hand, sang out: ‘Stand by there, ready for the 
ropes.’ ‘All right,’ was the reply, ‘heave away’ - and 
instantly the ropes came with a hiss of unloosening 
coils upon the pier. The gentlemen, equal to the 
occassion, each cleverly caught his rope, and hand-
over-hand hauled it in with a will, and soon had it 
fast on its proper pawl. There was much amusement 
when it was discovered that the gentlemen who has 

so cleverly maneged the stern hawser was no less 
distinguished a personage than Lochiel, Chief of 
the Clan Cameron, whilst the operator at the bow 
rope was the very reverend and learned Dr Stewart 
of Nether Lochaber. We do not suppose, that any of 
Mr MacBrayne’s steamers were ever before moored 
with the active aid of gentlemen of such distinction.

April 1886
ARRAN - FIRES ON FARMS

place on the farm of Neil MacDonald, Benan, and 

the thatch of the dwelling house. In a very short 
time the roof and the woodwork of the house were 
completely consumed, and nothing was left but 
black walls. The most of the neighbours were away 
cutting peats, but the few who were within call did 
their upmost to save the household effects. The 

David Hamilton, Whiting Bay. It occurred during 
the night; some of the inmates being awakened by 
the barking of a dog, happily led to the discovery of 
the mischief. As it was, 19 cows were suffocated or 
burned to death, and the byre and outhouses burned 

dwelling house were succesful. The loss is supposed 
to be covered by insurance.

June 1886
STORNOWAY - STEALING A SHEEP
On Thursday, before Sheriff Black and a jury, John 
Mongomery, crofter, Balallan, Lochs, was found 
guilty of stealing a sheep from the moor grazing at 
Garrynahine in the autumn of 1884. The evidence 

sheep’s lug-mark was materially altered, so as to 
make it correspond with that of Montgomery’s 
sheep. He was recommended to leniency by the 

two months’ imprisonment was passed. The trial 
lasted nine hours.

July 1886
TIREE - POLICE ACT AGAINST CROFTERS
Early on Wednesday morning a body of police and 
commissioners to the number of thirty-seven under 
the command of Captain MacKay, Superintendent 
Fraser of Lochgilphead, and an Inspector Cameron 

been chartered for the occasion, and proceeded to 
Tiree, for the purpose of serving notices of interdict 
upon crofters and cottars who has placed their 
cattle on the farm of Greenhill, in the south-west 
portion of the island. The people had no intimation 
of their coming, and were entirely unprepared for 
it. As their is no pier on the island, the men had 
to land in small boats. The island was reached at 
about nine-o’clock, but as none of the Tiree men 
would give their boats to land in, or assist them in 
any way, ot was fully one o’clock before a landing 
was effected. They were then drawn up on the 
beach at Scarnish, and marched to the inn, where 
refreshments were given to them. After a rest of 
about an hour and a half they were then formed into 
marching order again, and, with Captain MacKay 

marched to Baliphuil, a small township in the south 
end of the island, about seven miles from Scarnish. 

As they approached this place, they were observed 
by the people of Balimartin and Baliphuil who 
rapidly congregated in large numbers to see who 
they were. As an evidence of their entire absence 
of suspicion that anything of such a nature was 
meditated, we may say that the people were in 
the belief that is was a large funeral. Before the 
Balimartin people overtook them, they had reached 
Baliphuil and were searching for the houses of those 
upon whom they had notices to serve. The surprise 
of the people, when they saw the policemen was 
unabounded, but they readily grapsed the situation 
and speedily formed themselves into a solid body 
far outnumbering the police.

Editor’s note - August 2011 - The above was the 
start of a long very struggle between the Duke of 
Argyll, who brought in armed police then armed 
marines, to assist in what was widely viewed at 
the time as the oppression of crofters. Several 
were arrested as the crofters remonstrated with the 
troops - and the struggle was to continue for several 
months. While The Oban Times carried a lengthy 
report direct from their own reporter on the events 
on Tiree each week over numerous months, it would 

word here.

August 1886
TIREE - CROFTERS RELEASED FROM JAIL 
AT INVERARAY
On Wednesday at one o’clock the six Tiree men 
were liberated from Inveraray jail on bail bonds 
for £20 each, signed by Mr Lachlan MacQuarrie, 
residing at Cow Glen, proprietor of provision stores 
on Tiree. Mr Angus Campbell, writer, arrived from 
Glasgow on Wednesday forenoon, having travelled 
express for the purpose of lodging the bail bonds 
which he brought with him; and the formalities 
having speedily being completed, the men were set 
free. Much curiosity was evinced by a crowd which 
soon gathered as they proceeded along the street. 
They all left the same afternoon by the Lord of the 
Isles for Glasgow, a piper playing them on board. 
After meeting their friends in Glasgow and making 
arrangements for their defence, they intended to 
proceed home. It may be right to state that as there 

to act for the imprisoned men, Mr Robertson, 
governor of the prison, himself applied to the 
Sheriff Clerk to prepare the bonds, and sent them 
off to Mr MacQuarrie for signature, thus expediting 
matters for the men’s release.
When the men arrived in Glasgow a large crowd 
assembled on the Broomielaw, and as the steamer 
Lord of the Isles reached the quay, and it became 
known that the men were really on board, a ringing 
cheer was sent up in their honour. On landing they 
were accorded a most enthusiastic welcome, each 
individual in the crowd appearing to vie with his 
neighbour in the effort to make the men understand 
they they, the Highlanders of Glasgow, welcomed 
them to the city, and congratulated them on theor 
recent liberation. It is understood that the crofters 
will attend a meeting in the Waterloo Rooms, 
Glasgow, tonight, for the purpose of explaining 
the state of affairs in Tiree, and arranging for their 
defence.

August 1886
TIREE - CROFTERS WAIT FOR NEWS
The arrest of the six crofters continues to be the ab-
sorbing topic amongst the islanders, and yesterday 
a large crowd of sympathisers and friends waited 
the arrival of the Trojan, in expectation of hearing 
intelligence regarding the prisoners. Some indeed 
for the more sanguine, fully expected to meet them. 
In both particulars they were disappointed, the 
only information they could obtain being that as to 
their diet - their friends being treated better than 
ordinary criminals. A large meeting of crofters was 
held near Baugh Bay when the whole situation was 
discussed and it was agreed to start a subscription 
for the wife of one of the prisoners, who was left in 
rather destitute circumstances.

October 1886
OBAN - DESTRUCTIVE FIRE AT HOTEL

out at the Craig-Ard Hotel, which, unfortunately, 

not subdued until the building had been completely 

police constables, MacIsaac and Munro, from 
George Street, who singulary enough, had passed 
the building  on their beat round the hill about 
half-an-hour previously, and had observed nothing. 
Immediately on noticing it, they hurried to the 
hotel, and alarmed the inmates, who, although 

staircase, were totally unconcious of the dangerous 

observed by Councillor Rankin, and Mr Howe, of 
the Grand Hotel, and these gentlemen arrived on the 
spot almost simultaneous with the policemen, one 
of whom was immediately despatched to aquaint 

inmates were all got to safely out of the the building, 
but this was by no means unattended with danger. 

and Miss MacMillan, the sister of the proprietor, 
and some ladies who were staying in the hotel, 
had to make their exit be means of the windows of 

apparent that the building was doomed.

 This shooting party on the Isle of Mull in the early 1890’s was sent to The Oban Times by regular reader Mrs Megson of Evanton 
whose grandfather, Neil Campbell is the little lad holding the net on the far left of the photograph. Neil Cambell, son of Donald 

Campbell, shoemaker, left Mull following service in the Boer War and he set-up home in Kinlochleven where he worked in the British 
Aluminium Smelter as a shift superintendant. We wonder what happened to the others in the picture?

The unfinished ‘ruin’ of the Oban Hydropathic Hotel and Spa dominated the skyline of the town for many years until, eventually, 
much of the stonework, and other building materials,  were ‘removed’ to be used in the construction of houses throughout the area.



2 1886 - 1911

WELCOME to the second of a series of 
monthly special editions in which Editorial 
Director of The Oban Times, Stewart Mac-
Kenzie, will endeavour to trace the history 
of Oban, the surrounding area and the wider 
West Highlands and Islands, as seen through 
the pages of The Oban Times.
Each monthly supplement will cover a 25-
year period from the launch of The Oban 
Monthly Magazine And Register of News for 
Argyll and the Isles in July, 1861 - until the 
present day.

The early editions of ‘The Highlander’s 
Bible’,  as The Oban Times was com-
monly known, carried syndicated news from 
throughout the British Isles and beyond. 

regularly commented on as were the trials 
and tribulations of national government, 

However, within these special editons we will 
attempt to hint at the local aspects of news, 
with tiny snippets of information as it was 
written at the time.

We will also carry a sample of the adver-
tisements that graced the pages over the 

of the era.
We trust you will enjoy this trip down 

memory lane with us - and we invite you  to 
comment on our efforts via The Oban Times 
Facebook page, the Letters page of The Oban 
Times, or by emailing comments to editor@
obantimes.co.uk.

Stewart MacKenzie, Editorial Director

AN COMUNN GAIDHEALACH 
HOST FIRST MOD IN OBAN

GRAND GAELIC CONCERT 
CELEBRATES MOD AT OBAN

Oban Gaelic Choir in the 1900s

January 1892
HIGHLAND CATTLE SOCIETY

February 1892
TAYNUILT

March 1892
OBAN – NEW WAREHOUSES

May 1892
OBAN - GUNBOAT

Hearty

Hearty

Hearty

1892

October 1892
TAYNUILT - ACHACLOICH HOUSE

October 1892
JURA

November 1892
ABERFELDY – MYSTERIOUS                      
DISAPPEARANCE OF CHIEF MAGISTRATE

November 1892
MORVERN - HIGHLAND CATTLE FOR  
NEW ZEALAND

December 1892
OBAN – NEW LIGHTHOUSE STEAMER

Pole Star

December 1892
OBAN – EXPORTS

SS Ethel
Monte Videan 

December 1892
ARGYLL AND SUTHERLAND HIGHLAND-
ERS TO INDIA

John Campbell, the Bard of Ledaig 
composed an ode of welcome to the Mòd

AN COMUNN GAIDHEALACH 

The Oban Times
Oban, Saturday, May 2, 1891

September 1886
KINTYRE - ‘STAFFA’ WRECKED

September 1886
BARRA - FISH PROCESSING PLANT

September 1886
STRATHGLASS - FARMER EVICTED

September 1886

1886 August 1892
ISLE OF SEIL – ATTACK BY BADGER

August 1892
OBAN – SHINTY CLUB

September 1892
DISASTROUS EXPLOSION

Superb

October 1892
ARDCHATTAN PRIORY FIRE

The pony and trap outside Camusnaheiridhe on the Callart - Kinlochleven road prior to 
1900 when the road was little more than a loose surfaced cart track. This photograph 
was sent us by Mr Donnie MacKenzie of Barnet, Herts, who has been a reader of The 

Oban Times for more than 70 years. The photograph is from his family collection
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For several years The Oban Times was edited 
by two distinguished journalists of their day, Mr 
Banks and Mr Fleming but the Cameron’s took 
the editor’s chair back into family hands when 
Duncan Cameron Snr’s daughter Flora Anne 
Cameron (Mrs Blair) took the reins. 

This was a period of considerable development 
and rapid change with the nation’s print industry 

in the West Highlands was installed. Up to that 
date, all the type-setting had been done by hand, 
and more innovation quickly followed as the 

which allowed eight pages of the newspaper to be 
printed in one operation.

In 1907, Mrs Blair had been widowed, and in 
1911, she married George A Macaulay of the 
Edinburgh Police. She and her husband moved 
house from Edinburgh to Oban and she assumed 
complete control of The Oban Times, with her 
husband at her side as company secretary to the 

Mrs Macaulay proved a woman of very strong 
principles and her grip was to be felt on the weekly 
editions until her death, still actively working, at 
the age of 99 years.

Emigration was also to play a key role in the 
survival of The Oban Times
following the 1914-1918 War. Ironically, in stark 
contrast to the turn of the century when Duncan 
Cameron Jnr fought vociferously against emigra-
tion from the Highlands, the large numbers who 
left during the recession that followed the First 
World War, but who wanted to keep in touch with 
their homeland, resulted in the weekly subscrip-
tion copies of The Oban Times going overseas 
outnumbering those sold through newsagents in 
Oban. Most copies went to Canada, including 
bulk deliveries to newsagents in Vancouver, Win-
nipeg and Toronto.

Following his retirement from Macniven and 
Cameron in 1924, Duncan Cameron Jnr returned 

Mrs Flora Anne Macaulay (nee Cameron) was a woman of very strong principles and her influence 
was to be felt on The Oban Times until her death, still actively working, at the age of 99 years.

Alan E Cameron, youngest son of Duncan Cameron Jnr, and nephew to Mrs Macaulay, joined the 
editorial staff of The Oban Times in 1934 after serving an apprenticeship on the Glasgow Herald.

WE continue the history of The Oban 
Times newspaper as it approaches the 
1900’s in the control of owners, the Cam-
eron family.

-
erons were struck by a family tragedy which 
could never have been foreseen - it was also to 
have its affect on the future of the newspaper.

Following the decision to move Duncan Cameron 

The Oban Times found a new editor and manager 
in the form of Duncan Cameron (Snr)’s younger 
son, Waverley.

been educated abroad and had also studied at 
Edinburgh University. He was a talented writer 
and shared his brother’s extreme interest in the 
social and public life of the town of Oban.

He became a member of most of the local socie-
ties and organisations and took an active part in 
the original committee that promoted the idea of 
having a Gaelic festival or Mòd in Oban.

Waverley Arthur Cameron, however, was never 

The Oban Times - June 1891
The sad incident occurred about 7.30pm Thursday 
evening last, June 4th., a little to the north of 

a small yacht to the island. Mr John D Sutherland, 
land agent; and Mr Allan F MacDonald, solicitor, 
the former of whom had business on the island, were 
acompanied by Mr Waverley Cameron, editor of The 
Oban Times and Mr Donald Campbell, proprietor of 

of the late Major Donald Patrick Campbell, 92nd 
Highlanders, and stepson of Colonel MacDougall of 
MacDougall.

reached some two hours later. On arriving, Mr 
Sutherland went ashore, and in his absence the 
others in the boat tacked about awaiting his return. 
The wind was then blowing from the north-east in 
strong gusts, and when some distance to the north 
of the pier and being two hundred yards from the 
shore, the boat was struck by a heavy squall and 
shipped a large quantity of water. She became 
logged and refusing to answer the helm, another 

that the boat was now sinking, the three occupants 
sprang into the water. The accident was observed by 
a number of people on the shore, and they at once 
set about putting out to the rescue. Two boats were 
launched, one by Dugald and Donald Carmichael, 
and the other by Donald MacColl and his son, but 

to reach the spot. By that time Mr Cameron had 

From humble beginnings - the
continuing story of The Oban Times

Waverley Cameron was tragically drowned off 
the island of Lismore on June 4 1891. What was 

believed to be his body was discovered on a 
beach in North Uist eight months later

disappeared under water: one of the boatmen just 
managed to seize Mr Campbell from under the 
water as he was sinking out of sight: Mr MacDonald 
was almost unconcious from exhaustion but was 
succesfully hauled aboard the other vessel. A 
boat stayed out to see if any trace of Mr Cameron 
could be found. His hat was picked up, but he was 
never seen to rise again. Mr MacDonald and Mr 
Campbell were carried to the nearest house, where, 
after treatment, Mr MacDonald recovered, but all 
efforts to restore Mr Campbell were unsuccesful. 
In the course of the same evening Mr MacDonald 
and Mr Sutherland were able to return to Oban in 
a rowing boat, manned by the islanders. On arrival 
at about eleven o’clock the relatives and friends of 
the deceased were at once communicated with, and 
apprised of the sad occurrence. The steam launch 
Marchioness of Lorne (Mr A Paterson) was got in 
readiness, and being joined by Colonel MacDougall 
and members of The Oban Times staff - none of Mr 
Cameron’s immediate relatives being in Oban at the 
time - a start was made for the scene of the accident. 
Shortly afterward, the steamer, accompanied 

diligent search at once for the body of Mr Cameron. 
However, despite all efforts, nothing was found, 
and after some hours it was decided to convey the 
remains of Mr Campbell to Oban. The search for 
Mr Cameron resumed throughout Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday despite heavy seas, but proved fruitless.  
It should be stated that the recovery of the boat was 
mainly due to the forethought of a young lad named 
MacColl, son of Donald MacColl, Balnagown, who 
saw it go down, and who immediately thereafter 
placed markers on the shore, from which bearings 
might be afterwards be taken. 

June 20 1891
LISMORE
The search for the body of Mr W Cameron has, we 
regret to say, been unsuccesful. Several crews of 

from Kilchearan to the Black Island the ground has 
been carefully gone over. The men engaged have 
come to the conclusion that it is needless to further 
prolong the search, the opinion being that the strong 
under-currents which prevail there have carried the 
body out to sea. As evidence of the thoroughness of 
the search, it may be stated that a number of articles 
have been recovered, among them an old anchor 
which has been lying under the water for about 

to be received from all parts, the writers making 
kindly allusion to Mr Cameron’s genial qualities, 

The Oban 
Times sustains by his sad and untimely death. The 
Marquis of Breadalbane, writing from Bath, says: 
‘Mr Waverley Cameron was on the threshold of a 
useful and brilliant career. His loss will be long felt, 
not only by his countrymen at home and abroad, by 
as an able exponent of Scotch and Highland affairs.’ 

January 1892
NORTH UIST
The body found on the beach at Newton, 

to be that of Mr Waverley Cameron, editor of The 
Oban Times
June inst., was brought to Oban per s.s. Staffa on 
Monday last. On arrival, the body was examined 
by Drs Baily and MacCalman, and subsequently by 
Dr MacKelvie, and though there was a feeling that 
the remains might be those of Mr Cameron, there 

No clothing was found on the remains, which were 
much decomposed, and there were no distinctive 
marks to warrant the relatives accepting them as 
those of Mr Waverley Cameron. The remains were 
interred in private ground in Pennyfuir Cemetery 
on Tuesday, in presence of Mr Duncan Cameron 
Jnr, and some members of the Oban Times staff. 

May 1892 
LISMORE
A monument has been erected on the island of 

of The Oban Times, on a site kindly donated by the 

the scene of the melancholy boating disaster. The 
monument, which is of Ben Cruachan granite, is 
in the form of a St Martin’s Cross, and measures 
twenty-two feet from base to summit, designed by 
Mr Alexander Shairp, architect, Oban, and has been 

to Oban to join his sister in the running of the 

The only time that The Oban Times failed to hit 
the news stands was during the General Strike 
of 1926 when printers and compositors stopped 
work in sympathy with the miners.

Alan Cameron
Alan E Cameron, youngest son of Duncan Jnr, 

and nephew to Mrs Macaulay, joined the editorial 
staff in 1934 after serving an apprenticeship on 
the Glasgow Herald.

At the outbreak of the Second World War, Mrs 
Macaulay and her brother, now both in their eight-

both a shortage of available staff and a shortage 
of newsprint. Alan Cameron was among a large 
number of staff members called up to national 
service. He was posted to the Scots Guards but 
took great delight in achieving a transfer to the 
Cameron Highlanders.

As a strong supporter of the war effort, The 
Oban Times campaigned on behalf of British 
troops abroad and even raised £5,000 from its 

Unfortunately, it never saw action and is believed 
to have crashed on a training exercise.

At the end of hostilities most of the staff who had 
been away in the Services rejoined the company. 
However, newsprint remained severely rationed 
and new machinery was impossible to obtain as 
the government earmarked everything that was 
new for the export market in a bid to increase the 
nation’s income.

In 1952, following an accident, Mrs Macaulay 
appointed Alan Cameron as editor, adopting for 
herself a role as consultant editor. Although semi-
retired she demanded that a proof of each page of 
the paper be shown to her prior to printing.

The new editor reintroduced an international 
‘local’ element to the newspaper’s coverage with 
frequent visits abroad to visit the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders in action. He reported 

personally on the regiment’s operations in Ma-
laya, Borneo, and Aden.  

In addition to his Oban Times interests, 
Alan Cameron was a director of Mcniven and 
Cameron, which latterly was re-named Waverley 
Cameron plc

First major investment 
He then assumed the additional responsibility 

set about modernising the production department 

believed that pictures sold newspapers, however, 
at that time all photographs for inclusion in the 
paper had to be sent to Glasgow to be made into 
half-tone blocks and then returned to Oban. The 

-
ing machine in the north revolutionised the use of 
photographs and allowed The Oban Times a rapid 
camera-to-print turnaround.

The Oban Times 
steadily rose and peaked in October 1973 at almost 
27,000 copies but the same year saw a newsprint 
crisis when Peter Dixon and Co who supplied 
newsprint to The Oban Times, halted production 
leaving numerous provincial newspapers without 
essential supplies. Other home-based mills were 
fully committed and publishers were forced to 
import bulk supplies from Scandinavia, via the 
port of Grangemouth. Reels of newsprint  were 
transported to Oban by rail, stored in the town’s 
railway goods yard and delivered as-and-when 
required to the John Street print works. But Brit-
ish Rail, who had closed the Oban to Ballachulish 
railway line in 1966, intimated that they were to 
shut the town’s railway goods yard which forced 
Alan Cameron to consider moving the print 

works to a new home where modern machinery 
and storage facilities could combine. 

New premises
The move was achieved in 1975 when a new 

-
chavullin, with the newsroom and administration 
remaining within the John Street building.  A new 
Goss Community four-unit web-offset printing 
press was introduced which cut the production 
time of the weekly newspaper by three- quarters. 

in December 1975.
However, 1975 also saw Alan Cameron have 

a serious accident at his home which required 
him to be hospitalised for more than two months. 
Although he achieved a remarkable recovery, he 
continued to suffer from his spinal injuries and 
the incident spurred him to consider relinquishing 
control of The Oban Times. He had been friends 
with the Johnston family who owned the Falkirk 
Herald and a string of other Scottish provincial 
titles. In June 1976 the Cameron family let go 
their grip on The Oban Times after almost 100 
years. However, Alan Cameron and his brother 
Waverley B Cameron were asked to accept a 
non-executive role within the Johnston Press 
consortium.

who became managing editor then commercial 
manager, and Stewart Fairlie, who had joined 
the reporting staff a number of year’s before, 
Johnstons moved the whole of the newspaper 

a large commercial newspaper group did not 
suit The Oban Times. Its unique role within the 
community of the West Highlands was of only 
peripheral interest to Johnston Press and within 

business on.

IN JUNE 1983, The Oban Times returned 
to private ownership when Howard Bennett, 
and his wife, Joan, acquired the titles of The 
Oban Times, The Campbeltown Courier and 
The Argyllshire Advertiser from Johnston 
Press.

Stewart MacKenzie talks to                              
Wyvex Media Ltd  chairman 

Howard G Bennett

In my role as editorial director I took the 
opportunity to interview company chair-
man Howard Bennett about the events that 
led him into the rapidly changing world of 
newspapers and publishing.

I sharpened my pencil and got straight to 
the point - ‘Who was he? How did he and 
his wife end up in Oban? And, in a modern, 
fast moving, highly technological industry, 
where does The Oban Times stand in 
today’s market place?’

immediately surprised me by stating: ‘I 
have not before been asked to comment 
on my career except at those interviews 
preceding a prospective job.’

SM - ‘Lets start with your background 
within the print and publishing 
industry.’

HGB - ‘Straight from grammar school in 

a large international papermaking group 

Printing.  The papermaking industry is on a 
big scale and my early business years took 
me to Finland, Norway and France. Great 
experience.

‘From papermaking to print and a move to 
Manchester to join a large, long established 
company with a very Scottish name, 
McCorquodale – alas no more - which had 
wide ranging print interests from Glasgow 
to Hampshire. Then, as now, printing 
remains a highly competitive and capital-
intensive industry.

‘In the 70’s another move, this time into 
publishing and printing in Edinburgh, as 
part of the late Sir Hugh Fraser’s business 
empire. Scottish Field and the Perthshire 
Advertiser were part of my responsibilities, 

me an insight into the importance of a good 
local newspaper.

‘Alas with the withdrawal of Sir Hugh and 

great deal changed and regrettably I had to 
move on.

‘I did so to none other than New York 
City, to join a small highly specialised 
publisher who worked with some of the 
world’s best living artists, David Hockney, 
Jasper Johns, to name but two, producing 
very high quality work.  Marvellous 
unexpected experience and to our young 
readers I would say, if you ever get the 
chance to work in either of those two great 

– go for it.
‘I had been in New York for about a 

year when almost without warning I met 
Freddie Johnston, then Chairman of the 
rapidly expanding Johnston Press with its 
headquarters in Edinburgh.  One thing led 
to another and when we next met a few 
months later, it was in Edinburgh, from 
which emerged the opportunity to purchase 
The Oban Times – a weekly newspaper 
with a reputation second to none.  I knew 
it was an opportunity that would not recur 
– I must take it – and so the next few weeks 
were spent putting in place the necessary 

completed and my wife and I moved to 
Oban.

‘From New York to Oban was quite a con-
trast and getting to know the 37 employees 

the company’s underlying strength.  Yes, 
there were some weaknesses, but I was 
pleasantly surprised at the overall calibre 
and commitment of the staff.  There was a 
pride in working for a newspaper as well 
known and respected as The Oban Times
and its two long established partners, the 
Argyllshire Advertiser and Campbeltown 
Courier.  I learned too the value of working 
in partnership with my wife Joan who has 
shared all the important decisions, and 
who, from the time of the acquisition, had 
responsibility for developing and extending 
certain areas of the company.  Joan was the 
publisher of The Oban Times, including a 

period as co-editor, editorial director and 
publisher of Scottish Field and since 2005 
has been deputy chairman of the company.

‘The Oban Times took the decision to 
close its printing press only after it realised 
it could not afford to replace it with a 
hugely expensive alternative full colour 
press that other, much bigger, newspapers 
were installing.  Oban Times readers 
would quite reasonably expect the paper 
to move into full colour and printing out 
on contract has saved the company a huge 
and unaffordable expense.  The move to 
full computerised editorial and pre-press 
production has proceeded inexorably and 
the range of the company’s publications 
has greatly increased to meet the changing 
needs and markets both in the West 
Highlands and across Scotland.  The 
company now publishes some 11 publica-
tions.  The acquisition of Scottish Field in 

gave the company a well-respected national 
publication based in Edinburgh. Another 
acquisition we greatly value was that of 
the Arran Banner – a good example of a 
weekly newspaper for an island community. 
The company also owns and publishes Fish 
Farmer for a vital Scottish industry with 

decision to vacate the imposing and 
established Oban Times 
of town for the more prosaic but more 

move however has enabled the company to 

the 21st century.
‘The media has changed more in the 

last 20 years than since the introduction 
of printed newspapers more than 200 
years ago.  I read recently that Google 
was formed just 13 years ago (in the same 
newspaper I read that the Edinburgh tram 
project was also conceived 13 years ago 
– now there’s a co-incidence!) and when we 
look at the spread of multi media develop-
ments, whether we are looking at The Times

The Oban Times in the West 
Highlands, the impact is proportionately 
great.  Such change challenges all tradition 

and The Oban Times continues its efforts to 
meet these challenges through the quality 
of its management and staff.’

SM - ‘I’m reluctant to interrupt the 

someone who has such an obvious depth 
of feeling for his subject - but has it all 
been such plain sailing? What have 
been the highs and lows from a personal 
perspective?’

HGB - More highs than lows, I am glad 
to say.  The media is such a fascinating 
industry which challenges and stimulates in 
equal measure.  Publishing in particular re-
lies on people with the creative intelligence 
to constantly develop new ideas.  It is the 

which necessitated a company name change 

A broad smile spreads across the 
chairman’s face as he considers the second 
part of the question.

increasing age is a bit of a nuisance – I 
would much rather be 17 than 70 – but there 
is nothing I can do about that.  It remains 
for me to thank all those with whom Joan 
and I have worked as the company looks 
forward to its next 150 years.’

The Oban Times - very much a family business
Stewart MacKenzie took the opportunity to interview company chairman Howard G. Bennett about the 
acquisition that saw the Highlander’s favourite weekly newspaper come back into private ownership

IN the next special edition of  ‘150 
years of The Oban Times’  Editorial 
Director Stewart MacKenzie will aim 
to bring you the period in the local 
community and newspaper’s history 

from 1911 to 1936.
We trust you will enjoy this trip 

down memory lane - and we invite 
you to comment on our efforts via 
The Oban Times Facebook page, the 
weekly Letters Page of The Oban 
Times, or by emailing comments to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk.

150 years of 
The Oban Times

The husband and wife team of Howard and Joan Bennett, have had a steadying hand on the helm 
of The Oban Times for the past 28 years following their aquisition of the company in 1983.
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1887
March 1887
NEW MAIL STEAMER FOR ISLAND ROUTE
The S.S. Holly, chartered by the Highland Fisheries 

and general merchandise, between Oban, Coll, Tiree 
and the outer islands - a service hitherto performed by 
the Trojan - arrived at her berth at the Railway Pier, 
Oban, from the Clyde, on Sunday last.  The Trojan

important features altogether unsuited for the exigen-
cies of the trade.  The Company therefore resolved that 
so soon as the present contract expired in March, the 
Trojan should be replaced by a more powerful class 
of vessel, possessing greater speed and capacity, and 
of dimensions especially adapted for the convenience 
and comfort of passengers.  The Holly is an iron vessel 
of 379 tons gross register, and was built by Messrs 
Henderson & Co., of Partick, in 1875.  Her length over 
all is 170 feet ; extreme breadth, 23.2 ; and depth of 
hold, 13.5.  Her engines are on the compound principle 
- nominal horse-power 80.  She has accomodation 

can carry 250 head of cattle comfortably, and the 
arrangements for landing and shipping of livestock are 
admirable.  A sloped gangway, leading directly to the 
‘tween deck or hold, does away with the objectionable 
and sometimes risky process of slinging the cattle.  

April 1887.
OBAN - THE COLUMBA HOTEL
The arrangements of this new and handsome hotel are 
being rapidly pushed forward, and the building will 

rooms are being furnished in a most luxurious fashion, 
and no expense has been spared by the enterprising 
leassee, Mr MacMillan, to secure all the furnishings of 

of which have been already set in order, and the house 
possesses quite a compact and comfortable appearance.  
The internal decorations are being executed by our well 
known townsman, Mr.A.L. Gray, whos ornamental 
designs in the Station Hotel elicited a most eulogistic 
notice from the Art Journal.  Messrs Cumming and 
Smith, Glasgow, are the furnishers; and Messrs 
MacMillan, Partick, provided the upholstery work.

April 1887
CAMPBELTOWN - NEW BUILDINGS
The Dean of Guild Court has approved of certain plans 
for building houses, one of the approved plans being 
for the erection of working men’s houses in Kirk Street.  
Might not the Court endeavour to bethink itself a little, 
and see that these buldings would be erected slightly 
back from the already miserably narrow street?  New 
buildings are being erected all over the town, in line 
with miserable hovels, which narrow the principal 
thoroughfares to a space usually allowed for pathways.  
Some severe remarks have been made about the Oban 
Town Council collectively but they have been praised 
individually.  It is doubtful, however, whether anything 
praiseworthy can be recorded of the Campbeltown 
Dean of Guild Court.  Their meetings are kept secret 
from the public, except so far as publication in the 
local paper goes, and within a very short space of time 
all hopes of widening the outlet from the town to Salt 
Pans and Southend has been knocked on the head, by 
the erection of a new building close upon the roadway.  
Shore Street is probably doomed to remain narrow for 
a long time to come, by the erection of new buildings 
in line with the old : and to all appearance the crowded 
state of Kirk Street, like the laws of the Medes and 
Persians, will remain unalterable.

May 1887.
OBAN - MONSTER LOBSTER
Last Monday, one of the workmen employed at the 
North Pier, while engaged at work there, captured a 
large lobster, which, on being placed in the scales, was 
found to weigh not less that 8lb.9oz.  This is the largest 
we can recollect ever having been caught in the bay.  
The lobster was on exhibition on the window of Mr 

May 1887
STORNOWAY - LIFEBOAT
A meeting of a number of gentlemen was held in the 
Sheriff Court House, Stornoway, a few days ago, 
presided over by Mr William MacKay, Chamberlain of 
Lewis.  It was stated that the Lifeboat Institution had 
arranged to send a lifeboat to Stornoway, and erect a 
suitable place for the same, a lady having contributed 

was appointed to arrange the matter in Stornoway, with 
Mr Mackay as chairman, Mr Murdo MacLeod, banker, 
as treasurer, and Mr Eneas M. Mackenzie has hon, 

June 1887
OBAN - VISIT FROM A DISTINGUISHED 
FOOTBALL TEAM.
The members of Aston Villa Football Club, of 
Birmingham, the holders of the Engligh Cup, who are 
at present making a tour throughout Scotland, arrived 
at Oban with the 9.45pm train from the south on 
Saturday.  The Oban Club, we understand, challenged 
the visitors to play a friendly game, but they,declined 
the contest.

June 1887
CONNEL - NEW ESTABLISHED CHURCH 
The foundation -stone of this building is, we 
understand, to be laid by Campbell of Dunstaffnage 
on Friday, the 17th inst, when it is expected that a large 
number of people will avail  themselves of the pleasure 
of witnessing so interesting a ceremony.  The site 

is the architect - is a beautiful one on the rising ground 
above the public road, about 200 yards northwards of 

June 1887.
OBAN - BUILDING
Since last season quite a number of beautiful villas have 
been erected in and around the burgh. At Glassdrum 
Croft, on the south side of the burgh, Councillor Corson 

skirting the Gallanch Road, Messrs Alex. Shairpe, 
architect, and John Kilgour, painter, have erected two 
elegant villas.    During the year, Mr G.G.MacKay, of 
Glengloy, also put up other three dwelling houses on his 
property to the north of the town, namely, Hazelden, on 
the curling pond fue ; and Delshangie and Drimvarnie, 
on the hill. According to plans by Mr Woulfe Brenan, 
C.E, Mr Roderick MacKenzie, builder, has erected a 

and another, from plans by the same architect, for Mr 
Alexander Binnie, in Soroba Road.  From designs by 
Mr MacIntosh, architect, Mr MacDonald, builder, has 
just completed a handsome villa for Messrs D.& A. 
Munn, joiners, on the site of the old croft at Longsdale 
so long occupied by their father ; while at Soldier’s 
Park, Mr Stevenson, builder, has erected a comfortable-
looking house, which is now occupied by working-men 
tenants at reasonable rents.  

June 1887
COLL - LARGE WHALE IS HAZARD
On Friday morning, on the passage of the steamer 
Hebridean from Barra to Tiree, a large object in the 

found to be a dead whale of an unusually large size.  A 
boat was lowered, and a rope having been attached, 
the whale was towed into the harbour of Arynagour, in 
the Island of Coll, where it was grounded and left.  On 
examination it was found to be 90 feet in length, 45 
feet round the thickest part, and 21 feet near the tail.  

The slate quarry men of Easdale supplied the roofing for houses throughout the length and breadth of the UK

The last horse-drawn mail coach between Campbeltown and Tarbert with its ‘crew’ of 
coachmen and postmen

The tail measured from tip to tip 18 feet.  The lateral 

had afterwards died of the wound and drifted to where 
found.

July 1887
CAMPBELTOWN - WATER SUPPLY
The supply of water to the west side of the town during 
the warm weather was made bareable after the alarm, 
by turning off the tap nearest to the surface at Crosshill 
Loch, and allowing the water to run through the tap 

inhabitants cooler water, did not make it any purer, and 
no doubt the water being drank at present, if exposed to 
sun for some time, would have the same disagreeable 
smell and unpleasant taste which characterised the 
water that so alarmed the inhabitants.   A water pipe 
for the use of the public has been placed at the entrance 

being cool and from the spring with which the town 
was supplied in olden times.

July 1887
ARRAN - THE KING OF SAXONY
The King of Saxony arrived at Brodrick on Thursday 
last by the steamer Ivanhoe, having travelled from 
Edinburgh by way of Helensburgh.  There was a large 
gathering of people ar the pier a considerable time 
before the Ivanhoe was due, but were disappointed, 
as His Majesty and suited landed at the Duke of 
Hamilton’s private pier, just in front of the Castle, 
where he was received by Mr. P. Murray, factor of 
the estate and party.  The King afterwards partook of 
luncheon at the Castle, and then surveyed the outlying 
grounds so far as time would permit, and expressed 

of Arran.  The weather was delightful.  His Majesty 
returned to Edinburgh in the evening, and having dined 
in the Alexandra Hotel, left for London by the 10.40 
train from Waverly Station.  He was loudly cheered as 
he departed.

July 1887
OBAN - PROPOSAL TO ERECT NEW CHURCH
At a meeting of he congregation of the Oban Parish 
Church, held in the church on Tuesday evening, it was 
resolved to erect a new church, on the site of the present 
building.  The architect of the proposed church is Mr 
William MacKenzie, Oban.  The style is early English, 
and the building is 70 feet long, by 44 feet wide.  The 
ground plan shows a nave and west aisle.  Towards the 
south end of the aisle of the vestry, having an entrance 
porch and inner lobby leading into church and vestry.  
Off the passage there is a lavatory, and staircase to 

west end is situated the tower, which is 15 feet square, 
having an entrance leading to the nave and to the aisle, 
with stone staircase and gallery.  The tower which faces 
Combie Street, is a main feature of the building, and 
rises to the height of 90 feet, with tapering spire.  At the 
North east end there is a secondary entrance.  The walls 
are to be built of granite rubble, having freestone dress-
ings.  The nave is lit on the east side by four double 
lancet windows, and in north and south gables by three 
large lighted lancet windows.  The aisle is divided from 
the nave by arcades of polished freestone with sup-
porting octagon columns, having moulded bases and 
capitals, and lit similar to nave with four double lancet 
windows, the whole of which will be glazed with tinted 
Cathederal glass.  The whole of the internal woodwork 
is to be stained and varnished, and the church heated by 
means of hot water pipes from heating chamber under 

gallery is seated to contain 450, and the whole building 
is estimated to cost around £2,200.

September 1887
BONAWE - A SUCCESSFUL BAGPIPE PLAYER
The young piper, John MacColl, who is a native of 
Bonawe, has been carrying off the most of the valuable 
prizes for bagpipe playing at the various Highland 
Gatherings held this season over the coutry.  His latest 
success has been in Newcastle where, in the presence of 

-
tions in the marches, and for reels and strathspeys.

September 1887.
OBAN -  BANKER ARRESTED 
Mr James Nicol, who until recently acted as agent of 
the Clydesdale Bank at Oban, was arrested in Glasgow, 
on Wednesday, under a sheriff’s warrant charging him 
with the embezzlement of certain sums belonging to 
various parties.  Accused was apprehended in West 
Grahame Street, Glasgow by  Inspector MacIntyre of 
Oban, who was acompanied by Detective Crawford of 
the Northern Division.  Under charge of the inspection, 
Mr Nicol was removed to Inveraray the same day, 
and was shortly examined on the charges by Sheriff 
Campion.  Thereafter he was committed for further 
examination.

September 1887
OBAN - A TRAIN ATTACKED BY A BULL
A wild looking bull landed from the S.S.Holly, on 
Tuesday afternoon, at the railway pier, broke away from 
its keepers, and made direct for the station, passing 
through the gateway at its southern end on to the 
passenger platform.  After a pause, as if preparing to 
make a dart through the station towards the crowd of 
people awaiting the incoming train, it turned aside and 
made off at a run through the Drimvargie cutting with 
Mr Grant, the station master, and a number of people 
giving chase.  On reaching the ticket platform, the 
animal now fairly roused, suddenly turned round and 
faced his pursuers, with the evident determination of 

over the Glenshellach embankment.  The animal caught 

full tilt.  There was a crash, and in a moment the wheels 
of the two engines had crushed the animals head into 
a jelly.  The body, however, got in some way entangled 

could be brought to a standstill, two of the carriages 
had gone off the metals.  

October 1887
OBAN -  SHEEP TRAFFIC ON THE RAILWAY
During the week the dispatch of sheep per Callander 
and Oban line has been exceedingly heavy, and a 
number of special trains have left for the South daily.  

working under pressure.  The steamers have also been 
very busy bringing up sheep to Oban.

October 1887
SOUTH UIST - SHIPPING OF CATTLE.

Lochboisdale per mail steamer Holly on  Friday 
evening for Oban, and a number from Lochmaddy on 
Monday.

October 1887
ERISKAY - MEASLES
This epidemic, which the ‘gutters’ imported from 
Fraserburgh to Eriskay, is now spreading fast.  Several 
deaths have occurred since the epidemic entered the 
island.

October 1887
MULL - HEAVY FAILURE OF DISTILLERS
A largely attended meeting of the creditors of John 

MacKill brothers,  carrying on business as distillers 
at Tobermory, and as wine and spirit brokers, and, 

manufacturers in Glasgow, was held on Tuesday in the 
faculty hall.  It was stated that the liabilites amount to 
about £28,000 and the assets to about £11,000.  Messrs 
Bannatyne, Kirkwood, France &Co., writers, Glasgow, 
are the law agents in the sequstration.

October 1887.
FORT WILLIAM - BEN NEVIS SHINTY CLUB
The opening game for the season was played last 
Saturday in the Victoria Park, Fort William.  The 
weather was all that could be desired for shinty playing, 
although the ground was a little heavy and damp, owing 
to a slight fall of rain during the earlier part of the day, 
consequently there was a large turn out of members.  
The Captain, Mr Donald Mac Pherson, Glennevis, , 
in proposing the success of the club, pointed out how 
necessary it was for the members to stick true to their 
colours, and work hand in hand, seeing how much they 
were surrounded by enemies who were trying all in 
their power to do away with their existence as a club.  

of such able-bodied youths, that their enemies would 
never get their desire.  In conclusion, Mr MacPherson 
assured the club that they had his warmest sympathy, 
whether present with them or absent.  After the health 
of the captain was proposed by the president, Mr 
MacKenzie, of Imperial Hotel, which was heart-
ily responded to, the meeting disperesed.  The club 
intended in future to have practice at least once a week.

November 1887
OBAN - LIVESTOCK RAIL TRAFFIC
During last autumn there were despatched from 
stations on this line to the south 4519 head of cattle and 

73,270 sheep, and strange to relate, although so much 

perfect regularity and safety.  When it is considered 
that in the space of twenty four hours close upon thirty 
trains had passed over without the slightest hitch, it 
should be a perfect guarantee to the public that the 
whole working machinery must be in the best of order, 

December 1887.
OBAN -  STEAMER FOR NORWAY
We learn that Mr David MacBrayne has purchase in 
Spain a large steamer of 2,000 tons burden, which he 

the early part of next season between Scotland and 
Norway, and later on she will be transferred to the West 
Coast.  From this it appears that Mr MacBrayne, with 
his characteristic energy and enterprise, is determined 
to keep peace with the growing interest and develop-
ment of the trade of the Highlands and Islands.

December 1887
ISLAY - NEW DISTILLERY
We hear that there is a possibilty of yet another 

a particular make, have failed to come to an agreement 
with the laird for a fresh tenance, although a large 
increase in the rent of the old works was offered.  It is 
said that the stills and utensils of the present work are to 
be removed and a new distillery to be built.

December 1887
MULL - STEAMER WRECKED.
During the severe gale on Tuesday night, the S.S. 
Sanda, (Capt. Taylor), over 300 tons register, and 
belonging to the Napier Shipping Company  (Limited), 
Glasgow, went ashore at Loch Croggan Point, island of 
Mull.  She was laden with grain, and was bound from 
Glasgow from Gottenburg.  She formerly belonged to 
the Clyde Shipping Company, and went ashore near 
the same place some years ago.  The vessel is now 
a complete wreck, being broken in two.  The crew 
succeeded in getting safely ashore.

December 1887.
EASDALE - OPENING OF A NEW HOTEL

in the Highlands, Easdale, thanks to the Earl of 
Breadalbane - now stands well to the front, and the 
opening of the above hotel completes a long list of 

Breadalbane estates. The latest is Inshaig Park, 
Easdale.  Although not so large as some, in point of 
utility, completeness of arrangements, furnishings, and 
all other etceteras necessary to make the hotel pleasant 
and comfortable, is, if not superior, certainly not much 
behind.  It is situated on a rising ground a few yards off 
the public road just before entering the village.
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January 1888
KILLIN - OPENING OF JUBILEE READING 
ROOM.
On Friday evening last the reading and coffee-room 
which has lately been erected at Killin, as momento 
of the Jubilee year, was opened with a concert and 
assemble. The Marquise of Breadalbane occupied 
the chair. In his opening remarks he said Killin 
seemed that night to be a somewhat fortunate place; 
it had a charming concert-room, and judging from 
the programme excellent performers, and from ap-
pearances an admirable audience. Many places had 
saught in different way to celebrate Her Majesty’s 
Jubilee Year, but he though the means they had 
taken to celebrate that auspicious event, namley, 
that of opening a new reading and coffee-room, was 
a most excellent one, and an object which should 
prove a great boon to the village at large. The 
building was beautifully furnished and designed, 
and without doubt it would prove a great boon to 
the young men frequenting Killin, and also to the 
strangers visiting the village in the summer. He 
concluded by expressing the hope that it would 
really prove a boon to the whole village.  Following 
the Marquise’s address an excellent programme 
was carried out with great success. Votes of thanks 
to the chairman and others were then given, after 
which the audience partook of refreshments, and 
engaged in a few hours’ dancing.

January 1888 
KILFINAN - SHEPHERD CHARGED

charged with a serious assault by stabbing, has been 
liberated on bail, as the wounded man is considered 
out of danger. Galbraith will be tried by Sheriff 
and Jury.

January 1888.
OBAN - PROPERTY SALE.
IN Dowell’s Room, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, the 
price of ground at the North Pier, Oban, belonged 
to the trustees of Claude Russell, and extended 
to 5,568 square feet, and was purchased by Mr 
John Stuart MacCaig, banker, Oban, for £1530, an 
advance of the uset price of £530. There was, an un-
derstanding, keen competition for the ground. The 
Burgh Comissioners, thought there respresentative, 
Mr M B Lawrence were bidders; and they had, it 
is stated, authorised him to bid as high as £1,300. 
Dunahinish Villa, Oban, which was also exposed 
for sale in Dowell’s Rooms, the outset price being 

Station Hotel, Oban, on Wednesday, Benvoulin 
and the Nook, the property of Mr G G MacKay of 
Glengloy, were put up for sale; but we understand 
that no offers were given.

IN CELEBRATING 150 years of The Oban 
Times, we will bring you each month 
from July until December an anniversary 
supplement in which we will attempt to 
reflect a 25-year period in the local com-

munity and newspaper’s history.
Although the early editions of The Oban 
Times carried news from throughout the 
world, we will focus on the local aspects 
of news from the west coast which was 
to prove the key to the success of The 
Oban Times and earn it the well-kent 

nickname of ‘The Highlander’s Bible’
This month’s supplement covers the 

period from 1886 - 1911

The Oban Times

March 1888
TOBERMORY - THE DISTILLERY
This important work was sold by public auction 
on the 31 ult, in the Faculty Hall, Glasgow. The 
upset price £8,000 was given by Messrs Hopkins 
& Co. of London and Glasgow. Distilling will be 
begun as soon as arrangements can be made. We 
understand that Messrs Hopkins contemplate the 
speedy erection of a large warehouse adjacent to the 
distillery.

March 1888.
SKYE - DISCOVERY OF COAL
Coal of a very good quality asbeen discovered at 
Alloch in the district of Braes near Portree. For 
some months back the people in the surrounding 
townships have been bringing quantities of it home, 

Monday last, Lord MacDonald accompanied by 
a number of gentlemen visited the place, and it is 
possible, should the seam prove valuable, that work 
may be commenced which would be a boon to the 
district. The coal already found is on the beach.

May 1888
ARRAN - LOCHRANZA PIER
The new pier at Loch Ranza was opened on 
Thursday last, when Captain Buchanan’s steamer 
Scotia landed from Glasgow an excursion party 
of the Anderston Weavers’ Society, who were 
greatly delighted with the picturesque scenery 
of this part of Arran. The sail to Loch Ranza is 
sure to be a favourite excursion on the Clyde this 
summer. The Campbeltown steamers have called 
here for many years, but the landing has hitherto 
been by ferry. The pier has been built by the Duke 
of Hamilton, principally for the convenience of 

structure is of greenheart wood, L shaped, and 
has two steamer berths, with waiting room, store 

Stevenson, of Edinburgh, and Mr Maxwell, of 
Glasgow, was contracted.

May 1888
LOCHMADDY - MURDER CASE
Information has been received in Inverness that 
Ewen Currie, who has been arrested on a charge of 
fatally wounding Mary MacLeod, wife of Donald 
MacLeod, govenor of Lochmaddy Poorhouse, was 
to be tried at a pleading diet of the High Court of 
Justiciary at Inerness on the 4th Inst. It is expected 

that a plea of insanity will be put forward, and 
that the prisoner will be remitted to Edinburgh for 
sentence.

May 1888
OBAN -  THE LAKE DWELLING.
Considerable interest continues to be mani-
fested in the lake-dwelling recently discovered at 
Lochavullin. On Tuesday, in company with the 
Provost, Bailie MacIsaac, and Councillor Munro, 
the place was visited by Professor Purdie, of St 
Andrews University, and Mr Harvey Brown, the 
celebrated ornithologist. Both these gentlemen 
expressed the opinion that the discovery was 
assuredly a most important one, and strongly 
recommended that in excavating care should be 
taken to have all the debris examined by competent 

or even a small bone, might lead to settling the date 
and purpose of the dewelling. On some piles being 
drawn up, the visitors expressed themselves as satis-

doubtless when the work of excavation is begun, 
specimens of such impliments will be found in the 
neighbourhood. In their opinion, the structure is 
the largest of the kind that there is any record of 
in Scotland. It will interest readers to know that 

was made of material surrounding the structure, 

the burgh.

May 1888
OBAN -  NEW COURT-HOUSE
The new court-house was opened on Firday of last 
week by Sheriff Substitute MacLachlan. There 

SOUND OF MULL  - SEPTEMBER 1889 - THE WRECK OF THE ‘MOUNTAINEER’  
On returning from Skye and Garloch on her last trip of the season the steamer, as evening fell, ran on to the Lady Rock, off Duart Point 
in Mull. There were no casualties, but the vessel was lost. The tide, fortunately was high, and had it been a foot higher the ship might 

have cleared the rock. The height of the rise and fall may be judged from the photograph, taken at low water. With a tide-level of 
some inches at the time of the accident, the vessel’s bottom might have been torn open with appalling result.

INVERARAY - 1905 -  Passengers disembark from the steamer at Inveraray

were present - Mr John MacKenzie, Sheriff Clerk 
Depute; Messrs D. MacGregor, M.B.Lawrence, 
D.A.Tallach, Peter MacLean, Arch. Campbell, and 
John Campbell, Solicitors; Bailie MacIsaac; Rev. 
James Forbes, Police Inspector MacIntyre, and 
Messrs Dugald MacIsaac, Duncan MacKillop, &c.
His Lordship, after reading the Order by the Sec-
retary for Scotland relative to Sheriff Court work 
in the district, stated that he had received a letter 
from the Sheriff Principal of the County,expressing 
his regret that owing to another engagement he was 
unable to be present.  He then congratulated the 
procurators and the public upon the ample facilities 
for legal business that had been provided for them, 
and referring to the responsibility that attached 
to him in the administration of justice under his 
extended jurisdiction, trusted that the procurators 
would aim him in the discharge of the judicial 
work. His lordship also made touching reference to 
the death of the late Mr Lawrence, remarking that to 
him, perhaps, more than to anyone else, was owing 
the building in which they were assembled.

August 1888
LOCHGILPHEAD - HIGHLAND BULL
Mr Alexander Ferguson, livestock agent, Glasgow, 
has sold to Mr Walter Campbell, of Ormsary, 
Argyllshire, at 40 guineas, the black bull ‘Lochty’, 
one year old and ten months - very highly com-
mended - at the Highland Agricultural Society’s 
Show here, and bred by Mr Alexander MacDonald, 
Balranald, Lochmaddy.

August 1888
THE KING OF THE BELGIANS IN OBAN
On Saturday morning, as arranged, the King 
of Belgians and suite left Inverness for Oban, 
travelling via the Royal Route through the 
Caledonian Canal per Mr MacBrayne’s saloon 
steamer Glengarry. On arrival at Banavie, in full 
view of Ben Nevis, his Majesty proceeded on board 

Cornelia, which imediatley thereafter steamed away 
down Loch Linne. Here the Royal party landed 
and drove in a carriage supplied by Mr Currie of 
the Hotel for a considerable distance up Glencoe to 
the scene of the massacre. Returning -  Oban was 
reached about 10.30pm. On Sunday morning, the 
King, accompanied by his aide-de-camp, Count 
D’Aultremont, landed and proceeded on foot to 
the Catholic pro-Catherdral, where mass was per-
formed by the Bishop of Argyll and the Isles. In the 

afternoon he drove out by the Gallanach Road. His 
Majesty left Oban early on Monday morning, and 
drove out by Dunstaffnage and the rapids of Lorn 
to Connel, where he caught the 7.18 am express 
for Glasgow. On arrival in Glasgow, the Royal 
party at once proceeded to the Exhibition. As the 
King was travelling strictly icognito , his presence 
was not known. He walked through the principal 
courts, and afterwards dined at Mr MacKenzie’s 
Royal Stuart Refreshment Room. He left in time to 
catch the 6.5pm train for Greenock, where he again 
embarked on the Cornelia for a cruise round the 
West of Scotland, prior to visiting Mr MacKinnon’s 
newly-purchased estate, Strathaird, in Skye.

September 1888.
SHIPPING - MR DAVID MACBRAYNE

steamers, has purchased from the City of Cork 
Steamship Company two screw steamers - Pelican, 
of 610 tons gross, with engines of 140 nominal 
horse-power, and Falcon, of 627 tons, with engines 
of 100 horse-power nominal. These vessels are 
intended for the coasting trade in addition to his 

September 1888.
MULL - MELANCHOLY DEATH OF A 
FATHER AND SON.
One of the passengers on the Dunara Castle, which 
arrived in Glasgow on Wednesday forenoon from 
Mull, was Alexander MacPherson. He had joined 
the steamer at Bunessan and was on his way to 

poisioning. As the steamer was entering her berth 

observed to become worse, and Dr Robertson was 
sent for without delay. Unhappily the doctor’s 
services were of no avail, as the poor man died 
shortly after his arrival. The manner in which 
the deceased contracted the blood poisoning is 
painfully interesting. His father had been bitten 
by an adder at Pennyghael, Mull, and died from 
the effects of the poison on Thursday last. The son 
dressed the corpse, and afterwards walked ten miles 

painful, and the conclusion which he and his friends 
came to was that in dressing the corpse MacPherson 
had in some way absorbed poisonous matter into his 
system by a cut on the right thumb. He was treated 
by Dr. MacKechnie, Bunessan. Lady Victoria 
Campbell (daughter of the Duke of Argyll), who 
was presently staying in Mull, interested herself 
on behalf of the sufferer, and induced him to leave 
for Glasgow to put himself under the best medical 
skill. The poor fellow who joined the steamer about 
noon on Tuesday, was accompanied by Alexander 
MacGregor, Inspector of Poor at Bunessan. He 
was 46 years of age, and leaves a widow and seven 
children. His body was to have been taken back to 
Bunessan by the same steamer on her outward trip.

October 1888.
IRISH CATTLE IMPORTS - Very large 
consignments of Irish cattle have been made during 
the past three weeks to Scottish and English ports, 
50,000 head having been shipped in one week, 
and prices are improving, so that the prospects 
of the approaching Christmas markets are highly 
encouraging.

October 1888
MULL - ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING 
WALTZ
There has been published by a charming new waltz 
called the ‘Argyllshire Gathering’, which has been 
composed by Mrs Malcolm, Auchnacraig, Mull, 

Gathering held in Oban September last. The waltz 
is published by Messrs Wood & Co, Edinburgh, and 
is dedicated to Maclaine of Lochbuie.

November 1888
THE LATE MR ALEXANDER HUTCHESON
Mr Alexander Hutcheson, late partner with his 
brother David and Mr David MacBaryne in 

proprietors of the West Highland steamers, died at 
his residence, Langside, on Friday morning. Mr 
Hutcheson, who was a native of Port-Glasgow was 
born in 1811, and began his career in the service of 
the Messrs Burns. He was subsequently appointed 

at Callo, Peru, from which he returned to join his 
brother and Mr MacBrayne in the formation of the 
Royal Route to the West Highlands. Mr Hutcheson 
devoted himself with untiring energy to the 
organisation and development of the buisness, and 
largley contributed to its success.

November 1888
OBAN - PURCHASE OF AN ESTATE
We understand that John Stuart MacCaig, of 
Oban, has bought Ardnaskie in the Lands of 
Lochnell. The property, which extends to between 
500 and 600 acres, and which is very valuable, is 
bounded by Loch Etive on the north, by the public 
road leading to Taynuilt on the South, and marches 
with the lands of Mr Stevenson of Achnacloich on 
the west. The purchase money represents a pretty 

intention to erect a residence on the property.

November 1888
OBAN - MASONIC HALL FOR OBAN
An effort is presently being made by the brethren 
of the local lodge of Freemasons to build a hall 

funds, nothing was done beyond securing a site 
in Albany Street. Again, however, the brethren 
purpose of making a move, and in order to raise a 
loan of a few hundreds, and issue 250 shares of £1 
each. The shares, which are to bear interest at the 
rate of four percent, are payable on or before 6th 
December. The total cost of the proposed building 
is estimated at £1026.

December 1888.
ISLAY  - GROUND STRUCK BY LIGHTEN-
ING
It is not often that we hear of damage being caused 

an example- and that on a pretty extensive scale 
too - of its vagaries. On the night of Friday, 16th 
November, a thunder-bolt struck a small knoll on 
the farm of Gorbals, near Bowmore, and tore up 
the earth for a considerable distance, making a 
chasm several feet in depth. Fortunately this is the 

only case of that nature which we have heard of as 
having occurred that night.

December 1888
OBAN - THE NEW FREE CHURCH.
The handsome church erected at Argyll Square 
by the Free English Congregation is now nearing 
completion. An improved heating apparatus 
has been laid by Messrs MacKenzie & Moncur, 

been put up by Messrs William Meikle & Sons, 

expected that the church, which has a most inviting 
appearance inside, will be ready for worship in 
about three weeks. It may be remarked here, that 
the pastor, Re. D.D. Robertson, has now, happily, 
so far recovered his health that he contemplates 
leaving Oban next week for a short stay in Matlock, 
Derbyshire,

December 1888.
OBAN - THE ACQUSITION OF GANAVAN
Negotiations in connection with this matter have 
been opened between Colonel MacDougall and the 
Town Council, and following up our announcemet 
in our last issue, it is pleasing this week to state that 
the Colonel has granted the Council permission 
to prospect for a road to the beach through the 
Dunollie Estate. We understand he expressed his 
willingness to further the wishes of the community 
in this respect, and with such a good beginning 
to encourage them, it is hoped the Provost and his 
Committee will lose no time in giving to the scheme 

December 1888.
BARRA - AN EXHUMANATION
Considerable sensation was created in the island 
in Barra last week, when it became known that 
the body of a woman, recently deceased, was to 
be exhumed for the purpose of a post-mortem 
examination. The exhumation took place in Eol-
ligarry Churchyard on Friday, and the subsequent 
examination was made by Drs MacLachlan and 
MacKenzie of North and South Uist respectivley, 
in an old ruined chapel adjoining the grave. The 
result has not yet transpired. The post-mortem 
examination was ordered by the Fiscal, acting on 
representations made to him by the husband of the 
deceased, who is a cottar.

December 1888
INVERARAY - FATAL SHOOTING AC-
CIDENT
On Monday afternoon while Archibald Munro, 
29 years of age, and residing in Inveraray, was out 
acting as a ghillie with a party shooting white hares 
on the Sallachry Hills, near Inveraray, he recieved a 
gunshot wound in the left knee, from the effects of 
which he died in the course of the evening, Munro 
sank in a soft piece of ground, and requested one 
of the sportsmen to assist him out. The latter 
took one of Munro’s hands, and Munro further 
assisted himself by grasping the gun barrel with 
the other. The gun exploded and the charge lodged 
in the side of the left knee. Munro was carried 
about four miles to a farmhouse, and medical aid 
procured. Subsequently he was removed to him 
home, but he died immediatley after.

DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE WAS A COPPER MINE IN ARGYLL?    -    See Page 8
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April 1894
OBAN - NEW CLUBHOUSE FOR BOAT CLUB
The erection of a new clubhouse and boatshed for 
Oban Boat Club has been commenced at the quarry 
on the Esplanade. Operations have also begun at 
the old club stance for the erection of the proposed 
picture gallery.

April 1894
OBAN - HUGE HIGHLAND SALE
Extensive sales of Highland cattle will take place 
at Mr Corson’s Auction Mart on Wednesday and 
Thursday next week. This will be the biggest 
gathering of pure-bred Highland cattle at any 
auction sale in Great Britain, and with close to 
3,000 head, buyers of this attractive breed will have 
a splendid selection.

April 1894
LOCHGILPHEAD - SOLDIERS GIVEN LAMB
The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders have been 
presented by Mrs MacBrayne, of the Lochgilphead 
Hotel, with a mountain lamb, to be made on of the 
pets of the regiment. The lamb was brought from 
Lochgilphead by Bandmaster Hill.

June 1894
ARDRISHAIG - MANSION DESTROYED
The mansion house at Ellary, situated on the shores 
of Lochkillaport, twelve miles from Ardrishaig, was 

was observed about eleven 0’clock and people from 
the surrounding districts hurried to the place – quite 
a number crossing in boats from the Ormsary side 
of the loch – to give all possible aid.

completely destroyed including the belongings of 
the servants who occupied apartments in the attics 
of the north wing. Among other things destroyed 
was about £200 in bank notes which Mrs Tarratt 
from the bank the previous day. The house was built 
in 1871 at a cost of £5000. The total loss is a present 
uncertain but will amount to between £8000 and 
£10000.

June 1894
STRACHUR - MAN LOST IN CANADA
Cable advices were received last week from 
British Columbia that George Maclachlan, son 
of the late George Maclachlan, W.S of Castle 
Lachlan, Argyllshire, was missing, and that his 

of Nelson island, which is situated some distance 
from Lasqueti Island, on which he resided. An 
active search has been made along the coast and 
amongst the islands, and every effort is being made 
to ascertain his fate, but little hope can now be 
entertained of the unfortunate gentleman’s escape.

June 1894
OBAN - NEW ROAD
Considerable progress is being made with the new 
road leading up to Pulpit Hill, which, as recently 
stated, has been under construction at the hands of 

Albany Street, and after skirting the hill joins the 
existing road. The new road will form an additional 
attraction to visitors and others providing as it does 

August 1894
NORTH UIST - OPENING OF NEW CHURCH
The new Parish Church of North Uist was formally 
opened for public worship on Wednesday by Rev 
Dr Blair, St John’s Edinburgh. The Rev Doctor 
preached in Gaelic and English to a crowded 
church, his text in Gaelic being Job xix., v. 24, and 
in English, 1 Samuel iii., v.9, and was listened to 
with close attention. At the close of the sermon 
the Rev Doctor declared the Church open, and in 
doing so referred to the goodness of the heritors and 

the greatest credit on Mr MacTavish the contractor.

August 1894
ARRAN  - FERRY BOAT IN A STORM
The passengers in the ferry boat at Pirnmill, Arran 
on Wednesday had a rather exciting and dangerous 
experience. The boat meets the Campbeltown 
steamer, and after leaving for the shorte was driven 
out to the middle of the Sound of Kilbrannen by the 
force of the strong easterly gale. Great excitement 
prevailed among the visitors on the beach as they 
witnessed the little vessel being driven outwards. 
The attention of those on board the steamer was 
aroused, and the captain at once made off after 
the ferry boat in order to render assistance. He 
succeeded in reaching the boat off White Farland 
Point, some six miles away from the landing place, 
and brought the frightened passengers safely back. 
There were 12 passengers aboard the ferry boat.

August 1894
OBAN  - PARISH CHURCH
The new and handsome church for Oban Parish, 
which has been built to replace the old structure, 

service on Sabbath last, by the Rev Dr Blair, St 
John’s, Edinburgh, and Rev Arthur Gordon, MA, 

two diets of worship, preaching to a full church in 

in English at 2pm. The evening service was 
conducted by Rev Arthur Gordon, when there was 
also a large attendance.

August 1894
FORT WILLIAM - RAILWAY
The West Highland Railway, which extends for 
99miles from the shores of the Firth of Clyde 
to Loch Linnhe, and brings Fort William into 
direct communication with the rest of the United 
Kingdom, was opened on Tuesday for passenger 

terminus at Fort William in the mornng, and gave 

station. Many dwellers in Fort William availed 
themselves of the opportunity of travelling a short 
distance on the line, and waiting the arrival of the 

September 1894
GLENCOE PASSES FROM THE FAMILY OF 
MACDONALD
In Dowell’s Rooms, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, 
the residential and sporting estate of Glencoe was 
sold for £15,900 to Mr William Garson, of Messrs 
Skene, Edwards and Garson, WS, for a client. The 
residential part of the estate comprises within it the 
Falls of Coe and a considerable stretch of woodland, 
and the sporting portion consists of the grouse 
moor of Aultchaillach and the sheep grazing of 
Glenlichnamuil. We may mention that there were 
bids from the MacDonald family, but the estate has 
passed out of the family, who held it for genera-
tions. The name of the new proprietor has, in the 
meanwhile, been withheld. The estate includes the 
scene of the massacre of 1692, and the island of St 
Munda in which the burial place of the Macdonalds 
of Glencoe is situated.

October 1894
KERRERA - NEW BOAT YARD
Mr John Munro, Highland Yacht Depot, Oban has 
been making extensive improvements on his feus at 
Ardentraive Bay, Kerrera, this season. A large slip 
has just been laid down so that yachts up to nearly 
100 tons can be hauled up for repair and inspection, 
as well as for watering, the cost of the undertaking 
being nearly £300.

October 1894
CANNA - WRECK BOUGHT
The large Norwegian steamer Wessel, which some 
weeks ago went ashore at the Island of Canna, 
and was likely to become a wreck, was ultimately 

nominal sum. Divers were set to work when t was 
discovered that beyond a large hole in her hull 
she was comparatively safe. The vessel, which is 
one of about 1100 tons burden, was afterwards 

into the bay at Oban on her way to Ardrossan for 
general overhaul.

October 1894
TOBERMORY - POOR HOUSE RABBITS
The Governor of the Union Poorhouse, Tobermory 
desires to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
ten pairs of rabbits from Mr Cowan of Glengorm.

October 1894
INNIEMORE CAPSIZED AT BUNESSAN
The steamer Inniemore, which trades between 
Glasgow and the Western Isles, capzised and 
sank alongside Bunessan Pier, Mull, on Monday 

Connel - with Connel Bridge in place in 1903, the village rapidly grew as many Oban businessmen sought feus to built substantial 
granite mansions. At one point, more than 100 tradesmen left Oban each morning by train to work in Connel.

night while taking on board a cargo of sheep. The 
vessel had previously shipped over twenty tons 
of granite at Tormore Quarries, but this material, 
which was the only thing in the hold, proved to be 

cargo. The captain, it is stated, remonstrated with 
those in charge of the sheep, but his protests were 
unavailing. The top weight was too great that the 
vessel heeled over the mooring snapped, and her 
whole load fell into the water. Over a hundred sheep 
were drowned, and their carcases were disposed of 
on Tuesday a 4s each. The steamer, which arrived 
in Oban this Thursday afternoon, belongs to Mrs 
Cheape of Tiroran, Mull.

October 1894
MULL - NEW PIER
The contract for the construction of a pier at 
Croggan, Mull for Argyllshire County Council has 
been placed with Mr W Bain, South Uist.

November 1984
CRIANLARICH - ‘INVIGORATING’?
As the early mornng train drew up at a station 
on the new West Highland Railway, a pleasant 
looking gentleman stepped out on the platform and 
inhaled the fresh air enthusiastically observing to 
the guard: ‘ Isn’t this invigorating?’  ‘ No, sir – it’s 
Crianlarich,’ was the emphatic reply.

December 1984
TAYNUILT – FIRE

in Glenlonan, a few miles from Taynuilt, tenanted 
by Mr Donald Buchanan, on Thursday afternoon, 
whereby a large quantity of hay and a barn, stable 
and outhouse were burnt to the ground.

December 1894
TIREE – CHURCH BLOWN AWAY
On Saturday morning last it was found that the 
iron Free Church in Balinoe, Tiree, has been 
completely destroyed by the gale of the previous 
night. Not a single vestige was left standing on the 
foundation, some of the material, it is believed, 
having been blown into the sea. The church, which 
was a very neat and compact structure, and could 
accommodate a considerable number of people, was 
almost new.

December 1894
WEST COAST - DISASTROUS GALE

Friday night about eight o’clock, and lasted with 
varying degrees of violence during the whole night 
and well into Saturday afternoon. Great damage to 
property and considerable loss of life are reported 
as having occurred over a wide area by land and 
sea.

December 1894
OBAN - ESPLANADE EXTENSION
On the afternoon of Tuesday last the extended 
portio of the Corran Esplanade, which has just been 

Cooper in the presence of the Town Council, burgh 

The new Esplanade is three hundred yards in 
length, extending from the junction with the older 
portion at the Spring Well to the walls of Dunollie.

December 1894
OBAN - RABBITS, RABBITS
Mr MacGuill, Oban has forwarded more than 5000 
rabbits to the English market for Christmas. Rabbits 
appear to be on the increase in the district.

December 1894
OBAN – HORSE OVER PIER
An exciting occurrence occurred at the North Pier 
on Tuesday forenoon. While the Helen MacGregor 
was discharging stones into carts, one of the horses 
became restless and backed the cart over the pier. 
The cart struck on the steamer’s bulwarks and 
rested there, which probably saved it, and the horse, 
from falling into the hold with inevitably disastrous 
results. The horse hung suspended between the 
pier and the steamer, only prevented from going 
over by the exertions of some of the pier men who 
held on manfully to any part of harness they could 
grasp. Eventually a rope was run under the horse’s 
hindquarters and the poor brute was relieved from 
its perilous position apparently none the worse of 
the terrible experience.

1897

January 1897
COLINTRAIVE – TELEPHONES
The connection with Rothesay has now been 
completed and the line is expected to be open to the 
public business within a week or two.

January 1897
OLD FALSE TEETH BOUGHT
Many ladies and gentlemen have by them old of 
disused false teeth, which might as well be turned 
into money. Messrs R D and J B Fraser of Princes 
Street, Ipswich 9established since 1833) buy old 
false teeth. If you send your teeth to them they 
will remit you by return post the utmost value; 
or if preferred, they will make you the best offer, 
and hold the teeth over for your reply. If reference 
required, apply to Messrs Bacon and Co, bankers, 
Ipswich.

January 1897
OBAN – STRONTOILLER CASE
A Sheriff Criminal Couit was held in Oban on 
Wednesday when Sheriff MacLachlan heard a case 
that has attracted wide interest. The courtroom 
was crowded. Neil MacCulloch, assistant farmer 
at Torinturk, was charged with having on the 11th 
December, at the river Lonan, near Glenamackrie 
farmhouse, assaulted Robert MacLean, snr 
gamekeeper, Strontoiller, by beating him with a 
salmon spear or other lethal weapon, whereby he 
was cut and wounded to the great effusion of blood 
and serious injury of his person, and to the danger 
of his life. The accused is twenty-four years of age, 

stated that Mr John Campbell, solicitor, appearing 
for the defence, intended to put to the court four 
witnesses to prove that the accused was in a 
different place when the offence occurred. A special 
defence of that kind, however, had to be lodged 
on the day before the trial and that had not been 
done. Sheriff MacLachlan allowed the defence. On 
concluding the evidence, the sheriff then carefully 
summed up the case, and took occasion to point 
out that a danger of a special defence was that if 
it was not proved the witnesses were liable for 
perjury. The jury then retired, and after an absence 
of twenty minutes the foreman Mr A Shairp, 
announced a verdict of ‘not proven’ by a majority. 
The verdict was received with loud applause and 
some cheering in the  body of the court.

March 1897
TIREE – NEW LIGHTHOUSE
Mr D N Nicol, the member for the county, has just 
received a satisfactory assurance from the Under 
Secretary for Scotland regarding the lighthouse 
promised for Tiree, as to which the Hon gentleman 
has interested himself. Under date, 2nd inst., Sir 
Colin Scott Moncrieff writes to Mr Nicol: ‘ I should 

but I have no report from the Northern Lighthouse 
Commissioners yet. Anyhow it is provided for in 
this year’s estimates.’

March 1897
ULLAPOOL – LIGHTENING KILLS FAMILY
Another death has occurred from lightening in 
the Ullapool district. It is now ascertained that not 
only was the father, Roderick MacLeod, Achduart, 
instantly killed, but his son was also killed. It seems 
the family were gathered in the house to read a 
letter delivered by the postman from a daughter at 
service in the south, when the lightening not only 
killed the father and son, but paralysed other two 
elderly people. The house is a complete wreck. Two 
dogs which were near the deceased were also killed.

April 1897
DALMALLY – INVERARAY RAILWAY
The Callander and Oban Railway Company’s bill, 
which proposed the construction of a line from 
Dalmally to Inveraray, and other works, was again 
under the consideration of the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons on Wednesday. The hearing 
of the evidence on behalf of the petitioner against 
the bill, the Duke of Argyll was resumed, the chief 
witness being the Duke and the Marquis of Lorne. 
The Committee formed the preamble not proved 
in so far as it reached to the line from Dalmally to 
Inveraray.

May 1897
LEDAIG – DEATH OF THE BARD
In the death of John Campbell, the well-known and 
respected postmaster of Lediag on Tuesday, there 
has passed from among us one whose loss will be 
keenly felt by a wide circle of friends all over the 
country, and whose memory will be long cherished 
in the district of Benderloch. Mr Campbell was a 
native of the district of Benderloch, his father being 
the then teacher of the General Assembly School at 
Ledaig. John was the eldest of three sons and three 
daughters and was born in September 1823. 
May 1897
CAMPBELTOWN – MURDER OF WIFE
A profound sensation was created in Campbeltown 
on Sunday morning when it became known that 
during the night a shocking murder had been 

CHAMPION GOLFERS AT OBAN
VISIT OF BRAID, VARDON, TAYLOR and FERNIE FOR EXHIBITION MATCH

July 1910
Reading from the left : the figures in the group are : Dr W D Anderson, Stewart of 
Achnacone, Taylor, Vardon, Mr Bontein, Baird, Fernie, Major MacDougall of Lunga and 
Mr Patten MacDougall of Gallanach. On the extreme right is Mr Ironside, Secretary of 

Glencruitten Golf Club, Oban

committed in the town. The scene of the tragedy 
is the Millknowe, in the west end of the town. The 
man supposed to have committed the murder Wm 
Galbraith, was lately employed as a distillery work-
man, and the murdered woman was his wife, named 
Margaret MacMillan or Galbraith. Galbraith and his 
wife were in the habit of quarrelling. Galbraith, who 
has since given himself up to the police, is about 25 
years of age, and his wife was some 10 years or 12 
years his senior.

June 1897
IONA - ST COLUMBA CENTENARY
The 13th centenary of the death of St Columba 
was commemorated on Wednesday in the Island of 
Iona by a great gathering of representatives of the 
Church of Scotland. There were clergymen present 

in Gaelic, and it is interesting to note that it was that 

Reformation.

July 1897
FLIES STOP TRAIN IN SUTHERLAND
A Thurso correspondent writes – The following 
railway incident is vouched for by one of the most 
reliable commercial travellers in the North. When 
the 10.30am train on Monday was proceeding north, 
and about two miles from Invershin, on coming 
to a steep incline it came to a full stop. The place 
was thickly wooded with trees and bushes, and 
for a time nothing could be discovered to cause 
the wheels to slip, but eventually it was found 
that myriads of midges were being crushed by the 
wheels into a soft, slimy matter, which prevented 
the wheels gripping the rails. Various expedients 

there were only 10 vehicles, they had to be divided 
into two parts ere the place could not be passed. 
This singular stoppage of 40 minutes is perhaps 
unique in the history of the railway.

July 1897
ARDNAMURCHAN - PAINFUL ACCIDENT
Mr John Cameron, one of the foremen at the works 
connected with the building of a new mansion at 
Glenborrodale, met with a somewhat singular ac-

there on Thursday last. A hole has been drilled in 
the rock, and, in spite of every precaution, is seems 
that it was not thoroughly dry when the molten lead 
used to keep the ring in place was poured in. The 
lead violently rebounded, Mr Cameron receiving 
the whole molten discharge full in the face, the 
lead entering his mouth and nostrils. His left eye 
was also badly injured. He was at once removed to 
Glasgow, where he still lies.

July 1897
OBAN – NAMES
In glancing over the ‘Oban Directory’ for the 
current year, it is curious to note how the names 
of householders in town run as to numbers. The 
MacDougalls head the list with 48; the Campbells 
and MacDonalds are equal at 42; the MacLeans 
come next at 33; the MacIntyres, 29; MacCallums, 
25; Camerons, 21; Blacks,19; McPhails,17; 
MacPhersons,15; MacLachlans,15; MacColls, 14; 
MacKinnons, 14;MacArthurs,13; Livingstones, 13; 
Stewarts, 13; MacFarlanes,12; MacCullochs,12; 
MacKenzies,12; MacKillops 12,; MacInnes, 
11; Carmichaels,10; MacLeods,9; McMillans, 
McNeills and Frasers equal with 8; Menzies, 7; 
Buchanans,7; and the great army of the Smiths are 
here represented by only 7.

July 1897
LOCHAWE – STATION FIRE
On Sunday moring last the station buildings 

nine-o’clock by Mr Duncan Campbell, the master 
of the steam launch Mona, belonging to Mr Duncan 
Fraser, of Lochawe Hotel, and he immediately gave 
the alarm at the hotel, from which a messenger 
was sent at once to station cottages, which are 
some distance away, to warn the station master and 
porters. Campbell then, with the assistance or some 
of the guests of the hotel, has the hotel hose brought 
into use, but it was at once seen that there was no 
hope of saving any part of the station buildings, 

from catching the overbridge, which leads from the 
platform to the hotel,

September 1897
CAMPBELTOWN – SHIPPING
In the matter of shipbuilding Campbeltown is still 
advancing. Out of four steamers now building the 
Campbeltown Shipbuilding Company have just sold 

with Sweden and Russia.

October 1897
TIREE – NEW HOUSE
Mr Fletcher, contractor, Tobermory, has completed 
the erection of a handsome and commodious 
residence for Lady Victoria Campbell, beautifully 
situated near the shore at Gott Bay, Tiree. The 

great credit on the above named contractor. There is 
a spacious garden attached. The house commands 
an excellent view of the isles, and overlooks the 

in extent. It may therefore be considered as one of 
the most desirable places of residence in the Inner 
Hebrides.

December 1897
OBAN – SEVERE STORM
A severe gale from the north-west, accompanied by 
bitingly cold showers of sleet, hail and rain raged 
over Saturday and continued with extraordinary 
severity all Sunday, abating somewhat on Monday, 
but recurred at intervals until Tuesday morning.
At Oban the storm was at its height on Sunday. 

Rob Roy was dashed against the 
Railway Pier and belting and bulwarks sustained 
some damage. The smack Isabella, loaded with 

serious casualty of the storm was the wreck of the 
steam lighter Helen MacGregor off Kerrera with 
the loss of all hands. The vessel had four hands 
on board, and was of about 100 tons, belonging to 
Messrs Gardner, quarry masters, Bonawe.

December 1897
SKYE – TYPHUS FEVER
A good deal of alarm has been felt by the 
inhabitants of Portree on account of the recent 
outbreak of typhus fever in the townships of 
Sconser and Braes, and the anxiety has been greatly 
increased since the report of two fresh cases which 
were discovered on Saturday last, and the death of 

Charles MacKenzie, about 35-years of age, who 
was one of four brought from Sconser into Portree 
fever Hospital, died in Thursday. Another of the 
patients in the hospital has passed the crisis, but no 
improvement has taken place in the case of the other 
two. A special meeting was called for the purpose 
of considering an application from the Skye District 
Committee for the use of the Sconser Schoolroom 
as a fever ward or as a room for isolating purposes.  
The Board, after due consideration, granted the 
request, and imposed upon the Committee the 
responsibility of thoroughly disinfecting the school 
premises after use.
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John Munro, ship chandlers and ironmongers, situated on the North Pier, Oban. The old saying that rural shops could supply ‘a needle 
to an anchor’ was certainly true of this retail outlet which not only supplied a huge range of natical requisits, it also had its own 

purpose repair and maintenance yard on 
the island of Kerrera and an international 

yacht brokerage business which was 
reknowned throughout the UK. Right, is 

an original invoice dated July 1894 which 
is for goods supplied to Appin Estate, 
via their solicitors Messrs Hosack and 
Sutherland, Oban. Accounts would be 

settled once at year.

The harbour at Clachan, North Uist in the early 1900’s

1891

April 1891
LOCHFYNE - BUILDING
A large and commodious mansion house is at present in 
the course of construction at Dalchenna, on the banks 
of Lochfyne, by Mr Bain, contractor, to the order of the 
Duke of Argyll, and is to be occupied by Sheriff Shairp.

April 1891
GLENORCHY - HOSPITAL
It is proposed that a cottage hospital is to be erected 
at Dalmally for the purpose of receiving infectious 
and other cases. We understand that the Marquis of 
Breadalbane is willing to grant a free site for the build-
ing, and otherwise assist in forwarding the scheme. 
The estimated cost is about £800, and subscriptions 
are invited.

April 1991
RUM - MAUSOLEUM TO BULLOUGH
A handsome mausoleum is about to be erected over the 
eremains of the late Mr Bullough in the island of Rum, 
of which he was proprietor. The contractor will be Mr 
Bain, Creagory.

April 1991
OBAN – CENSUS
The enumeration which took place last week shows 
the totlan number of inhabitants in Oban, inclusive of 

Males, 2254; Females 2634. The population in 1881 
numbered 3986, thus showing an increase with the ten 
years of 902. A number of workpeople are at present 
enganged on the new railway and away from home, and 
had trade otherwise remained brisk, it is possible the 
number would have come up to the 5000, which it was 
generally believed to be.

May 1891
MULL - CLYDESDALE STALLION IN CANADA
At the annual Spring showof the county of Hochelega, 
held in Montreal, Gay Garnet, the premium horse 

stronmg competition with 40 animals imported from 
this country and bred in Canada. Gay Garnet also won 
the gold medal for the Clydesdale Horse Society of 
Canada for the best Clydesdale stallion in the show.

May 1891
MULL & ISLAY - ESTATES FOR SALE

of Glenforsa in Mull and Dunlossit in Islay will be 
brought under the hammer. The Glenforse estate 
extends to 16,650 acres and brings in a yearly rental of 
£2029. Dunlossit contains about 17000 acres, of which 
nearly two-thirds are moor. The free rental is £2000 
a year, exclusive of the mansion house, shootings and 

May 1981
CAMPBELTOWN – NEW INDUSTRY
A new aerated water company is being started in 
Campbeltown under the destignation The Bengullin 
Water Company, capacious premises being in the 
course of erection at Castle Acres, adjoining the town 
washing house buildings, where splendid spring water 
is easily obtained from the celebrated Barley Bannock 
Springs. The machinery in connection with this venture 
has been supplied by Messrs Bratby and Hinchliff of 
Manchester and London.

June 1991
OBAN - QUEEN VICTORIA
Queen Victoria entered on Saturday last upon the 

June 1991
OBAN – EXPORTS
Mr Alexander Robertson, chemist, Oban, has just 
received two very large orders from sheep owners in 
the Falkland Islands for its famed Highland Sheep Dip. 
One of the orders is for six tons, a quantity which is 
estimated to dip 90,000 sheep.

July 1891
BEN CRUACHAN – MURDER
William Laing, quarryman, Ben Cruachan Quarries, 
was tried before the High Court of Justiciary at the 
Glasgow Circuit on Thursday, for the murder of 
James Lindsay, quarry manager on 10th March at 
Ben Cruachan Quarries. The indictment stated that 
he did ‘assault the said James Lindsay, did knock, 
or throw him over an embankment and did beat 

September 1891
OBAN – FLOATING PIERS FOR OBAN BAY

of the tides, the suggestion has been made to place a 

the tide, at the Alexandra Slip and Railway Pier. 
The suggestion commended itself to a number of 
public-spirited gentlemen in the town, and it is, we 
believe, to be brought forward at meeting usually held 
prior to the municipal election with a view to having an 
expression of opinion from the Commissioners on the 
subject. Considering the great inconvenience to which 
yachtsmen are often put in landing at low tide, it is to be 
hoped the proposal will be heartily taken up and given 
due effect to before next summer.

October 1891
RAILWAY DISPUTE SETTLED
The details of what transpired at the conference of the 
West Highland Railway directors, Messrs Lucas and 
Aird, contractors of the line, and other interested par-
ties to the dispute, which was held in the Central Hotel, 
Glasgow a few days ago, have been most carefully 

by the parties to the conference, but we are glad to be 
in a position to state that an amicable settlement of the 
unfortunate dispute has now been arrived at, and that 
construction work on the line will be briskly proceeded 
with by the present contractors, whose claims have 
been liberally met by the promoters.

October 1891
OBAN – TELEPHONES
We are pleased to notice the development of this 
branch of electricity in town by the appointment of 
an agent of the Consolidated Telephone Construction 
and maintenance Company Limited, London, in the 
person of Mr John Campbell, electrical and mechanical 
bellhanger, Stafford Street, Oban. As sole agent in a 
district which comprises the whole of Argyllshire with 
portions of Inverness and Perthshire – Lochmaddy 
to Crianlarich – there is little doubt that under his 
energetic management, and also his practical and 
extensive knowledge of the work, the Company is likely 
to succeed.Mr Campbell has already made a beginning 
in the erection of circuits in town.

October 1891
REGIMENTAL KILTS
It has been decided that in future kilted Highland 
regiments shall be supplied with seven yards of tartan 

October 1891
STROMEFERRY – TRAIN STATION BURNED 
– TRAIN DESTROYED
On Friday morning last a railway station at Strome-

strong hold upon the building that is was demolished in 

was a train of fourteen carriages which was lying by. 

and luggage rooms, and included books, papers and all 
instruments.

October 1891
OBAN – GREAT SALE OF HIGHLAND CATTLE
At the West Highland Auction Mart on Tuesday last 
week, Mr Corson continued his great annual sale of 
Highland cattle, the numbers forward being 2477, 
making a total for the two days of 3233, this being 1166 
over the corresponding sales of last year. 

October 1891
BUFFALO BILL’S WILD WEST SHOW

opened until Monday. Mr C.P Watson, Glasgow, has 
been appointed as advertising agent.

1892
January 1892
CENTURY OF FREEMASONRY IN OBAN
To celebrate the anniversary of St John, the brethren of 
the local lodge of Freemasons (Commercial No 180) sat 
down to supper within the Royal Hotel. The occasion 
was all the more interesting from the fact that it was 
also the 100th anniversary of the lodge, which was 
constituted on November 7, 1791.

1895

January 1895
COLONSAY -  MONUMENT DESTROYED
In the storm last weeks in the Island of Colonsay the 
monument to Lord Colonsay was thrown down. It 
is only a few years since the obelisk was struck by 
lightening and had to be rebuilt.

January 1895
THE ‘OBAN TIMES’ IN INDIA
An Oban gentleman, now resident in Calcutta, writes to 

me on mail day, and as it is never more than a month 
- often three weeks - old when it arrives, the news 

at the number of people out here who get The Oban 
Times - not only the exiles from Argyll but from all 

January 1895
BALLACHULISH - FIRE

broke out at the back of the Ballachulish stores, of 
which Mr Grant acts as manager for Messrs Barr 
&Co. In spite of the many willing hands who tried to 

in a very short time the whole of the back premises 

ground. After such a scene as that of last Saturday 
night the members elected on the Parish Council should 

over £1,000.

February 1895.
SKYE - PORTREE WATER
Plans for new reservoir for  Portree have been 
approved of and the authorities are about to advertise 
for offers.

February 1895.
OBAN - NEW POST OFFICE

acquired ground from the Callander and Oban Railway 
Company in the vicinity of the passenger station at 

February 1895.
OBAN - FISH
As many as 5000 barrels of fresh herring and 3000 
boxes of kippers arrived at the railway pier at the begin-
ning of the week, from the North, for transmission per 
rail to the south.

March 1895
NORTH UIST - FOUR DROWNED AT FERRY
A sad accident, whereby four men lost their lives, oc-
curred between the Island of Boreray and the mainland 
of North Uist, on Monday night. Norman MacDonald, 
crofter, was on his way to attend a Court at Lochmaddy 
when the sad event occurred, and was being ferried by 
the other three. The boat was seen going down, and a 
crew at once set out to rescue, but only succeeded in 

April 1895.
FT WILLIAM - DISTILLERY DESTROYED
The Ben Nevis Distillery, famous for the manufacture 

a.m., and a messenger was dispatched to the Nevis 
Distillery for Mr Shaw, the manager, who ordered the 

arrival there it was found that the mill, mash house, ton 
room, and still-house could not be saved, and shortly 
afterwards the roof of these building fell in. All the 
machinery - including the still, turbine, refrigerators, 
coolers, wash-backs, spirit receivers, and vats - was 
totally destroyed. About 1,200 gallons of whisky, in 
course of distillation were also destroyed. It is only a 
few weeks since Messrs MacDonald, in conjunction 

engine, and it is housed by them at their new Distillery, 
however, is almost two miles distant from the Ben 
Nevis Distillery.

November 1895.
OBAN - GIFT OF A FEVER HOSPITAL
Letter from Dr MacKelvie to Oban Town Council .
Dear Provost, - I have been thinking over the 
conversation we had the other day, when I had the 
pleasure of meeting Mr McIsaac and you.  There is no 
doubt a fever hospital is required in this town, and if 
it will forward the arrangements of the Town Council 
I am prepared to give, and now offer, the sum of one 
thousand pounds, which will, I understand, cover the 
cost of the proposed hospital. . . . . .I would like to be 
permitted to send to the hospital occasional infectious 
cases from my neighbouring parishes.  
I am yours, very truely,  
R.B.MacKelvie
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SHINTY CHAMPIONSHIP - 
BALLACHULISH PROTEST SUSTAINED
An animated discussion took place at a meeting of 
the council of the Scottish Camachd Association, in 
Inverness, on Saturday, over the question of a pro-
test by Ballachulish against a goal being awarded to 

Championship. Newtonmore, who have been the 
holders of the cup for the past four years, won the 
match by 3 goals to 2. Colonel Macdonald, D.S.O., 
Fort William, occupied the chair.
Mr J.I.Macpherson, a native of Newtonmore, and 
a noted barrister who contested in the liberal 
interest for two constituencies, maintainance that 
the council could not consider the protest, as it 
was in direct violation of the rules. The referee, in 
his report, stated that the game had been won by 
Newtonmore by 3 goals to 2, and the matter ended 
there.
Mr Lawson, Furnace, said he saw the game, and the 
goal awarded by the referee, was no goal.
Mr Macaskill, Inverness, who acted as the goal 
judge, said the ball did not go into the goal when the 
referee’s whistle blew. He tried to call the referee’s 
attention, but failed.
Mr Macpherson said if the protest was sustained at 
the end of the Association was near. 
The protest was sustained by eight votes to two, and 
the match was ordered to be replayed at Keppoch, 
near Fort William, on Saturday. Mr Smith, 
Campsie, was apponited referee.

match will be held in this part of the Highlands, and 
no doubt many devotees of the ancient game will 

contested match was played in ‘far Lochaber’, the 
historic land of the Clan Ronalds of Keppoch, since 
the days of the giants of Cranachan to the present 
time, but never, we venture to say, in its most rosy 
days - and these were many - will such will such 
interest be imported as on the present occassion.

SCOTTISH CAMANACHD CHAMPIONSHIP 
- A STUBBORN CONTEST
Ballachulish 3  Newtonmore, 1
In the presence of a spectatorate which must have 
numbered from 1,500 to 2,000 people, the above 
teams met a Keppoch, Roy Bridge, on Saturday, 
to play off their undecided tie in connection 
with the Scottish Championship for the present 
season. It is safe to state that not for a generation 
or two has an event in the shinty world created 
so much interest in and around Lochaber as did 
Saturday’s contest. The Argyllshire team secured 
the much-coveted trophy in 1899 and 1901, while 
successive victories by Newtonmore in 1907-8-9 
and 10 broke all previous records, and as this was 

hardy quarriers, it was felt that it was no sinecure 
lot they had to deal with. When it became known 
that Major McDonald, D.S.O., Spean Bridge 
- himself a veteran player of distinction - undertook 
to look after the arrangements for the game, it was 
felt that nothing would be left undone to popularise 
the even; and in Messrs William Swan, John Blair, 
A.Mackintosh, and John McDonald he had most 
useful assitance. In order to be in the pink of condi-
tion, Newtonmore travelled on the Friday, and put 
up at the Roy Bridge Hotel, while the Argyllshire 
men were content with travelling up on Saturday 
morning. The match was advertised to start at 2 
pm, and the special trains reached Roy Bridge about 
1.30, carrying with them the hearty enthusiasts. A
pleasing variety was the presence and performances 
of the Fort William Pipe Band, who at suitable 
intervals played selections which greatly enlivened 
the occasion. As both teams stepped out onto the 

looking the heavier lot, while the Ballachulish lads 
betokened activity and smartness.

April 1911
SHINTY - ARGYLL V. INVERNESS 
SELECTION OF TEAMS
On Tuesday evening of last week a meeting, 
convened by Mr Hugh MacCorquodale, was held 
at 47 Waterloo Street, Glasgow, for the purpose 
of arranging for the proposed inter-county match, 
Argyllshire v Inverness-shire. The 7th Scottish 
Rules having kindly agreed to give the drill ground 
at Govanhill for the match, it was decided to have it 
played on the 20th inst. The match is sure to appeal 
to all lovers of shinty, and the promotors are looking 
forward to a large following of spectators. The 

will be handed to the treasurer of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, to go towards, the Mod prize list. The 
Committee in charge of the arrangements are 

Fred McDougall, Archibald Macpherson, with 
Mr Hugh McCorquodale as secretary. The teams 
chosen are as follows, and as they are all players 
resident in the cities their birthplaces is given : -
Argyll - Goal, John MacCorquodale (Furnace) 
backs, Allan Livingstone (Oban) and Dan McLach-
lan (Inveraray); half-backs, Duncan McNiven 
(Furnace) and D.S.MacLachlan (Kyles of Bute); 
centres, Donald Turner (Ballachulish), captain, John 
Nicholson (Kyles of Bute), and William Armstrong 
(Lochgoilhead), David Gorrie (Morven), and Wm. 
Stewart (Inveraray). Reserves - J.Galbraith (Kyles) 
and Dick Ellard (Oban).
Inverness- Goal, Donald McDougall (Portree) and 
Rod. MacLean (Beauly); centres, Lachlan McInnes 
(Braes); forwards D.R.McLeod (Bernisdale), Dr. 
James Mackinnon (Portree), Angus MacLean 
(Portree) and John McLean (Portree). Reserves 
- Don. McDougall (Portree) and J.F.McIntosh 
(Elgoll). Mr W.M.Smith, Campsie, was appointed 
to referee the match.

April 1911
MULL - TOBERMORY TREASURE SEARCH
Colonel Foss, Chairman of the pieces of Eight 
Syndicate, 5 Great Windchester Street, London, has 
been at Tobermory since Saturday, and the plant 
by which the Armada galleon sunk in Tobermory 
Bay is to be searched for, is being placed in position 
on board the salvage steamer Tiree, chartered 
from Captain Lamont, who is a native of the same 
island.  The plant has been puchased from the 
Dover Harbour Works Commissioners, and is of 
the type called Gwynne’s Suction Dredging Pump. 

work on Thursday. In front of the nozzle of the 
pump, which is strongly clad to pierce its way in any 
ordinary ooze, a boring machine, with tools 60 feet 
long, it is to work up and down regularly. Ordinary 
signalling, between the divers and the deck is 
discontinued, and a telephone connection is now 
arranged by means of the divers helmets, so that 
the latter can talk to the staff on the deck. Last year 
the vessel was located, and the syndicate recovered 
portions of her timbers, muskets, and stone cannon 
balls, but the pump employed was not able to deal 
with the masses of shells which completley covered 
the whole area of the galleon. The new suction 
dredge which is vastly more powerful, is calculated 
to be capable of stripping the sand off the hull, and 
then clearing out the shells of various kinds, which 
form the main obstacle in the way of reaching the 

cannons and coins and valuable contents of the 
hull. The syndicate anticipate a good market this 
season, as it is Coronation Year, when so many 
Americans are in the country.

May 1911
OBAN  - MOTOR CAR CIRCULAR TOUR
A private company has recently been formed under 
the name of ‘The Oban, Ford, and Loch Awe Motor 
Syndicate.’ They are having built for them by the 
Albion Motor Company, Ltd., Glasgow, a large and 
powerful touring car, which is intended to leave 

10am. for Pass of Melfort on to Ford to connect 
with the steamer Countess of Breadalbane sailing 
from there down Loch Awe to Loch Awe station 
Pier. Passengers may return to Oban by train; 
or the tour may be accomplished vice versa. For 
many years prior to 1908 this was a very popular 
circular tour by coach all the way to Ford, and 
it is practially to resuscitate it that this company 
has not been formed. The car will arrive back in 
Oban about 5pm and will be available for evening 
engagements. Further development in motoring 
tours may be looked for from this newly formed 
syndicate.

May 1911.
FORT WILLIAM - BEN NEVIS ASCENDED 
BY MOTOR CAR
The remarkable performance of reaching the 
highest point in His Majesty’s home dominions with 
a motor car, to which a brief reference was made in 
last issue, has awakened the liveliest enthusiasm and 
interest, not only throughout Lochaber, in which 

car circles generally, where the accomplishment is 
looked upon as one likley to further popularised the 
pastime of automobilism.
The car by which the successful ascent was 
performed was a 20-horse-power light touring 
automobile, as manufactured by the Ford Motor 
Co., Detroit, U.S.A., and it was driven by Mr Henry 

To those acquainted with the topography of Ben 
Nevis, the bare idea of putting a motor car on the 
serrated slopes of the giant Ben seemed, to use a 
colloquialism, like ‘a tempting of Providence’.

June 1911
CONNEL -  HOTEL BURNED DOWN
At 1.30 on Saturday afternoon the Falls of Lora 

had got under the slates or onto one of the skirting 
boards, and ignited them. This was the only 

was observed before it had got any hold of the 

or any means of throwing water on the top of the 
building, which is three storeys high, there was no 
means of checking the destructive course of the 

who quickly were on the scene, were devoted to 
the saving of the furniture. The greater part of the 

and also a large quantity of stores were speedily 
removed to a place of safety, and none too soon, 
for in a very short time the roof fell in on the top 

falling of the blazing rafters rapidly set the furniture 

CAMPBELTOWN - The importance of the herring fishing - barrels are stacked as far as the eye can see on Campbeltown pier while in 
the foreground lines of ‘herrin lassies’ gut and pack the fish in salt, ready to be shipped south. The fishermen and the ‘lassies’, many 

who came from the Western Isles, followed the shoals of herring around the coast and could be found from Campbeltown and the Isle 
of Man in the south to Stornoway and Shetland in the north.

takes place annually at Salen, a sale of horses and 
Highland ponies was held at Scarinish. The day 

both of buyers and sellers, and a brisk trade quickly 

according to the demand and supply that prevails at 
the Salen Market. Tiree is fast becoming famous 
for the type of Highland pony it produces, not a 
few in the larger crofting circles devoting attention 
to the successful rearing of this particular class of 
pony.

September 1911
LOCHGILPHEAD -  COPPER MINE
Interest in the Castleton copper mine at Lochgilp-
head was accentuated towards the end of last week 
when it became known that the mental-bearing reef 
had again been tapped - this time 100 feet beneath 
the surface - and that it is much richer here than 
at a depth of 60 feet, where the miners ran across 
it after tunneling some 25 feet from the shaft. At 

was found to be about eight feet in width, and it 
appears to be at least as wide where the miners are 
now at work. The shaft reached the 100 feet level 
about a fortnight ago, and the reef has been found 

or Friday that it was penetrated the ore has not yet 
been analysed, but from its general appearance it 

- principally copper, but probably also lead, silver 
and perhaps a little gold. Up till now only eight men 
have been employed on day and night shifts, but 
with the developments that the prospects seem to 
warrant the staff is likley shortly to be considerably 
augmented.

October 1911
OBAN - SOUTH AFRICAN VISITOR
Lady Moor- wife of the Premier of Natal, with the 
Misses Moor, have been in residence at Balmoral 
Villa, Oban, this month.

October 1911
OBAN - PEDIGREE HIGHLAND CATTLE

sale of pedigree Highland cows and heifers were 
held under the auspices of the Highland Cattle 
Society of Scotland. There was good attendance, 
though there sees to be a falling-off in the numbers 
of those breeding this class of stock. The catalogue 
comprised 87 lots, including the whole of the 
Kinlochmoidart fold, which was dispersed on 
Wednesday, and drafts from the folds of the Duke 
of Atholl, Marquis of Bute, Lady Currie of Garth, 
Colonel Gascoigne of Caranish, Mr Bullough of 
Meggernie, Major Stoddart MacLellan of Melfort, 
and Mr Macdiarmid of Camusericht. The animals 

straight from the hills. Though no remarkable 
prices were obtained, the sale was considered on 
the whole satisfactory, and only one or two animals 
were withdrawn. The highest price obtained was 
£22, given by Mr MacKinnon, Ardlamont, for a 
three year old heifer of Kinlochmoidart fold, and 
Mr Livingstone, Achnacraig, Mull, gave £21 for a 
three year old heifer of Colonel Gascoigne’s draft 
from Craignish Castle.

TIGHNABRUAICH - Main Street, Tighnabruaich at the turn of the century

there, but it was found to be impossible to move it 
with the hands that could be mustered, and so it had 
to be left to its fate. The hotel was erected in 1886 
by Mr Murdoch MacGilvary (then of the Claredon 
Bar, Oban). The is gentleman gave it up on the 
account of the health of some of the members of his 
family, and he was succeeded by Mr T.W. Mair, who 
left for the Imperial Hotel, Oban. The property was 
then purchased and occupied by Mr Donald Rankin, 
Fort William who called in the aid of Mr Woulfe 
Brenan, C.E., Oban, the origional architect.

June 1911.
OBAN - GLENCRUITTEN ESTATE FOR SALE
It is understood that the estate of Glencruitten, 
which is the porperty of Mr James Shelly Bontein, 
is likely to be sold. In this regard it is stated that 
negotiations are proceeding with a view of the 
subscribers to the Glencruitten Golf Club taking 
over the lease. It has been an open secret for some 
time that Mr Bontein desires, in the event of a sale, 
that the continuance of the golf course on the estate 
should be assured.

August 1911.
TIREE - SCARINISH HORSE MARKET
On Monday last, prior to the Mull market which 

October 1911
ISLAY -  FOUR MEN LOST
The iron barque Oceans, of Mariehamn, Finland, 
1200 tons, which left Dublin in ballast for Norway, 

gale on Friday night, when off the west coast of 
Islay. The sails were blown away, and the vessel 
became unmanageable, when at daylight she was 
described as drifting near Machrie on to the Islay 
coast. Messrs Andrew Stevenson and Donald Fergu-
son, Machrie, hurridly followed along the shore, and 
were present at 7am when the Ocean struck on the 
rocky coast to the North of Kilchearnan Bay. The 
crew of 16 men were seen clustered in the bow, 

canted round, the stern striking the rocks, and 
before the men could leave their shelter suddenly 
parted in the middle. Tremendous seas broke over 
the ship, which, with the rising tide, was pounding 
on the rocks within about 50 yards of the shore in a 
wild gale blowing full on the hind. Very soon the 
Captain, A.Christophen, plunged into the water to 
swim ashore, and actually reached the rocks, when 
he was instantly killed and washed away. The stern 
mast then fell landwards, and Messrs Stevenson 

rescue. One by one the crew attempted to crawl 
along the mast, throw themselves into the boiling 
surf, and get ashore. In this two poor fellows were 

Stevenson, holding a rope held by D Ferguson, 
plunged into the sea in a wildly daring manner and 

the hand of his rescuer as Steenson pulled him up 
onto the rocks. A heartrendering sigh was to see 
an old man sitting in the stern hatchway clinging 
to a rope and apparentley afraid to let go of his 
hold. From 7 am till 11am he sat trying to warm 
himself by rubbing his hands, the sea breaking over 
him, and the group of people on the shore silently 
watching and powerless to help, when at last his 
head drop and he sank down the hatchway.
Within a few hours, nothing was left of the Ocean

rocks and being dashed about by the stormy sea.
The twelve rescued men were taken to Kilchearnan 
farmhouse, and treated with great kindness by Mrs 
MacTaggart and family. Warm food was supplied, 

of clean straw and sacks, was turned into a sleeping 
place. Several of the poor fellows were without 
boots, some without jackets, and the few who 

greatful to their benefactors.

assitance of Messrs Stevenson and Ferguson, all 
the crew would have been drowned. Mr Ferguson 
left home without breakfast, and worked all day 
drenched in sea water.

November 1911.
OBAN - A GREAT STORM
A week of rough weather culminated on Sunday 
last in a storm of great violence, the area of which 

parts of England. The gale was felt with special 
severity in Oban and Lorn district and throughout 
the West Highlands. In Oban the wind began to 
rise about ten o’clock on Saturday evening, and 
it continued to gain in intensity until about four 
o’clock on Sunday morning when high water was 
reached, and it is of special note that the tide both 
in the morning and in the afternoon was the highest 
that has been witnessed in Oban for a period 

o’clock the storm was at its height, and it was at 
that period that most of the damage was done. The 
gale showed no signs of moderating as the day 

the afternoon, when high water was again reached, 
there were huge seas along the greater part of the 
breastwall. In the early morning the gale was 

lightening, and for most people sleep was a matter 
of impossibility. As the result of the storm a great 
amount of damage was done to house property. The 
roof of the Volunteer Hall was blown off, and 
nothing remains but the couples. Many of the 
houses on the hill suffered severly. In some cases 
parts of the ridges were partially destroyed, while 
slates and projections were also damaged. Owing 
to its position, directly in line with the Sound of 
Kerrera, the Rectory in Dunollie Road met the 
full force of the gale, which blew from the South 
West, and it receved more damage than any other 
private residence in Oban. A stone chimney-head 
was blown down, greatly damaging the roof, and 
in addition slates were torn off and the glass in 
several windows was blown in. Large trees were 
here and there uprooted, and the storm made great 
havoc in Dunollie wood and among the trees on the 
Glencruitten estate. Numbers of were blown across 
the Gallanach and Ganavan Roads, obstructing 
these thoroughfares in several places. Owing to 
an obstruction on the railway south of Dunblane, 
caused by fallen trees, the Oban Sunday morning 
train could make little progress on the hill from 
Connel, and it had to return to that junction, where 
several carriages were taken off in order to lighten 
the pull. Even with the reduced load it took 45 
minutes to reach Oban in place of 15 minutes, which 
is the ordinary time for the journey.

December 1911
TAYNUILT - PORTIONS OF LOCHNELL 
ESTATE SOLD
Mr John Morrison, manager for the Algeciras 
Railway Company, in Spain, has purchased the 

Fernoch and Achenlochan portion, which has been 
secured by Mr Wilfred M. Plevins of Woodford 
House Thropston, Northamptonshire, and the 
farms of Airdenny and Gorsten and the crofters 
common pasture, which have been bought by Mr. 
T Martin MacDonald of Barguillean. Mr Morrison 
takes possession as from last Martinmas. Messrs 
MacAndrew, Wright and Murray, W.S., Edinburgh, 
acted for the sellers, and Messrs MacArthur 

public sale along with the Bonawe portion of the 

to be retained by the Lochnell Trustees.

December 1911
OBAN - KIPPERING STATION
At a sitting of the oban Dean of Guild Court, on 
Monday - Provost Skinner and Bailies Black and 
Rankin, with Mr A.S. Black, assessor, on the 
bench - Mr David Stewart, Solicitor, presented 
a petition on behalf of the Callander and Oban 

near the Goods Station. The Court granted the 
nessesary warrant. The building, which consists 
partly of brick and partly of brick and partly of 
weather boarding, is a structure of one storey, and 

structure, 24 feet by 13 feet. This building, which 

have direct communication with the larger 
building. It is understood that when completed, the 
kippering establishment will be leased to tenants 
by the railway company. The development of this 

IN the next edition of  ‘150 years of The 
Oban Times’  our Editorial Director 
Stewart MacKenzie will aim to bring you 
the period in the local community and 

newspaper’s history from 1911 to 1936.

The Oban Times



FETTES COLLEGE WELCOMES NEW DIRECTOR OF SPORT

Fettes College is incredibly proud of its 
sporting tradition, facilities and of course 
the expert, specialist tuition provided. As 
of September former Rugby international 
Steve Bates will join this team as Director of 
Sport. Steve will oversee all of the sporting 
activities at Fettes College and Fettes Prep, 
develop and adapt current practices, pro-
mote achievements and continue to nurture 
the talent of young sportsmen and women. 

His enviable list of contacts within the 
sporting world will prove invaluable too. 

Sports Scholarships

Fettes College off ers a wide range of scholar-
ships including the Sports Scholarship avail-
able at 13+ and 16+ and designed to attract 
those boys and girls who have a real talent 
and enthusiasm for sport. 

If you would like more information about 
Sports Scholarships at Fettes or have 
any other questions, please contact out 

Registrar Mrs Harriet Marshall on 0131 311 6744 or email admissions@fettes.com
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GLENALMOND COLLEGE

Inspiring Learning

Glenalmond College stretches its pupils – academically, physically, creatively, spiritually 
and emotionally.  Th e strong and supportive community helps them to develop self-belief, 
generosity of spirit and independence of mind, enabling them to mature into successful, 
confi dent adults.

Th e pursuit of excellence, with every child encouraged to make the most of their academic 
abilities, is fundamental to the school’s commitment to its pupils.  However, academic work 
is balanced with an extensive range of creative, sporting, social and adventure activities, and 
each child is encouraged to fi nd those areas in which they can shine.  

Th e school is located in 300 acres of stunning countryside just outside Perth, and is the 
perfect environment for the 400 boys and girls aged 12 to 18 to grow and learn.  Boarders 
and day pupils are welcomed and all benefi t from the superb pastoral care and individual 
attention that are central to the school’s ethos.

Th e experience of Glenalmond is perhaps best summed up by one of the current sixth-
formers, who describes the school as a place where pupils are “inspired to learn, determined 
to achieve”.  

Parents and children are invited to visit the school at any time.  To arrange a visit, or join 
our Taster Day on 17 September, please contact the Registrar, Jeremy Poulter, on 01738 
842056 or registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk.

DOLLAR ACADEMY:  AN OUTSTANDING EDUCATION

Founded in 1818, Dollar Academy is the oldest co-ed boarding and day school in the 
world; it has a proud heritage and an outstanding reputation.  

Dollar Academy follows the Scottish curriculum, so transition is very easy for pupils at any 
age.  High quality teaching produces outstanding examination results.  In 2011, 38 pupils 
at Dollar Academy achieved 5 or more Highers all at grade A in fi fth year.  Th e overall 
Higher pass rate was 95%, with 62% of passes at grade A.

Th ere is a wide range of sport, art, music, drama and cultural activities; over 70 extra–
curricular clubs are on off er.  Of particular note are the opportunities for music; Dollar 
Academy has a world champion pipe band, regular productions and concerts, a choice of 
twelve choirs and orchestras and individual tuition for a range of instruments at all abilities. 
Th e art department is of national renown.

Your child can board at Dollar Academy.  Th e boarding houses are excellent and pupils are 
cared for with genuine kindness.  A full programme of activities, events and excursions is 
provided.  

Boarding admissions are now being taken for boys and girls aged 10 upwards.   

Contact the Rector directly to discuss the options at rector@dollaracademy.org.uk

BOARDING IN EDINBURGH  ERSKINE STEWART’S 
MELVILLE SCHOOLS

Boarding at the Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools is a very special experience. We welcome 
boarders from age 10 who join our co-educational Junior School where the emphasis is on en-
suring children enjoy learning and have fun tackling a range of extra-curricular opportunities.

Our senior school boys and girls are educated in a single sex environment tailored to meet 
diff erent needs and help adolescents achieve their true potential.  Our co-educational Sixth 
Form provides a practical, challenging preparation for further education. Boarders join us 
for this fi nal year as we off er a huge range of Higher and Advanced Higher choices.  Our 
boarding houses are home to around 25 boys and 25 girls.  Th e atmosphere is friendly and 
staff have time to take an interest in each individual.  

We value all our boarders who gain in maturity and independence in their time with us. 
Staff  develop a close relationship with parents and work with them to encourage the boys 
and girls to work hard and discover new talents.  Whatever your reason for considering 
boarding, please get in touch to arrange a visit.  Th e two houses are run by caring and 
enthusiastic staff , have excellent facilities but most of all, they are places where your son or 
daughter will feel safe, happy and valued. Why not visit our website onwww.esms.edin.sch.

uk to fi nd out more or Email: admissions@esmgc.com or call 0131 311 1111.

ST MARY’S MUSIC SCHOOL

St Mary’s Music School in Edinburgh is Scotland’s specialist music school, with a reputation as 
the place to go for the most talented young musicians.  It is a vibrant community of 78 boys and 
girls, aged nine to 19, who enjoy a high level of individual work and rigorous training, complemented 
by group performing opportunities – classical, jazz, Scottish traditional - alongside an impressive 
academic education.  Th e school has the fl exibility to focus on individual needs, and parents are 
reassured by the school’s long 
tradition of high attainment 
levels and an excellent academic 
track record.

Open Afternoon on 8 October 
gives the chance to drop in on 
musical performances, take a 
guided tour and ask questions 
of our staff  and pupils, who 
come from all over Scotland 
and beyond. Find out about 
auditioning for a place, with 
Scottish Government support 
up to 100% for fees and 
boarding. We look forward to 

welcoming you.

Full-time specialist music and academic education for 
talented musicians, aged 9-19

Coates Hall, 25 Grosvenor Crescent, 
Edinburgh EH12 5EL  Tel: 0131 538 7766 
Email: info@st-marys-music-school.co.uk
www.st-marys-music-school.co.uk

Scottish Government
funding (up to
100%) for

tuition and
boarding

fees

OPEN DAY 
~ Saturday 
8 October

We welcome audition 
applications throughout 
the year from talented 
instrumentalists,
composers and singers.

Entry at any stage

LOMOND SCHOOL CELEBRATES OUTSTANDING 
EXAMINATION RESULTS.

Pupils and staff  at Lomond School in Helensburgh are celebrating some outstanding examina-
tion results this summer.  At the three key assessment points of Advanced Higher, Higher and 
Standard grade/Intermediate 2 many pupils met or exceeded their expectations.

At Advanced Higher the overall pass rate at Grades A-C was 93% with a remarkable 73% of 
those presented achieving either an A or a B.  Lomond, which is the only boarding school in 
the West of Scotland, saw many of its students achieve straight A’s at Higher and 8 A’s and 1’s 
at Standard Grade/Intermediate 2. Th e headline pass rate at Higher was 83% (pre appeals) 
with 64% of pupils achieving A and B grades. Th e headline pass rate at Standard Grade and 
Intermediate 2 (grades 1-3/A-C) was a hugely impressive 96% (pre appeals) with 85% being 
achieved at 1/2 or A/B.Lomond awards Academic Ties to pupils in S5 achieving four or more 
Grade A Highers with 18 pupils receiving the award.  

One notable success was Tarbert based student, Michael Bertioli. Michael joined Lomond as an 
S5 boarder in 2011 having received his early education locally. He achieved the clean sweep in 
Chemistry, French Maths, History and English and will return to the school to study Advanced 
Higher Chemistry and further Highers in Biology, Modern Studies and PE. Michael hopes to 
train as a PE teacher on leaving school.

Commenting on the results, Lomond’s Headmaster Simon Mills said,

“We are absolutely thrilled by Michael’s success in his exams. It can be attributed to hard work on his 
own part, coupled with dedicated and, in many cases, inspirational teaching at both Tarbert Academy 
and more recently at Lomond. His results really pave the way for successful university entrance at a 
time when it is becoming increasingly a challenge to secure places at fi rst choice institutions.”

STRATHALLAN SCHOOL

Strathallan’s ethos is focussed on providing the opportunities for all pupils to excel, 
challenging them and also off ering support and building confi dence through a range of 
experiences.

Central to this is academic success: 82% of this year’s A level entries were graded A*/B.  
Th e School is also committed to high standards in sport, music, theatre and a wide range 
of other activities.  Th is year saw district or national success in twenty diff erent sports, 
sixteen Scottish representatives and twelve national champions.  

Strathallan School occupies a glorious rural location, situated in 150 acres in the heart 
of Perthshire, off ering a safe and secure environment for children to grow and develop.  
We continue to invest in our outstanding facilities.  Recent additions include modern 
laboratories, computer centre, design technology centre,  strength conditioning room, 
two fl oodlit synthetic hockey pitches, medical centre, girls’ boarding house, refurbished 
swimming pool, dining hall and art school. 

All boarding houses provide modern accommodation, with a single study-bedroom for 
every boarder after the fi rst senior year. Th e Junior House, Riley, is designed to cater for 
boys and girls wishing to enter the School at 9+ and is situated within its own campus, but 
enjoys the facilities of the main School.

Th e School revolves around boarding with two thirds of our 550 pupils boarders. 

Being a member of the Strathallan community is a wonderful experience in itself but 

crucially it is also an outstanding preparation for the future. 

Lomond School
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September’s new registration sees a busy 
month for Perth Audi. With outstanding 
deals throughout the entire range. The 
award winning A1 has the stunning 
Competition Line special edition, this 
fabulous edition uses Audi’s motorsport 
pedigree as a styling cue for a unique visual 
effect that certainly turns heads. The ever 
popular “Black Editions” are available on 
the A3, A4, TT and A5 ranges. Black editions 
feature high value extras including unique 
rotor style alloys and high performance 
sound systems from BOSE and Bang and 
Olufsen.

 The new A6 launched earlier in the 
summer and this new model really shows 
Audi’s new styling off to its best. Although 
not in our showrooms yet the new Q3 is 
available for ordering prior to its launch in 
November and compliments our other “Q” 
cars so we now have a car to suit all size 
requirements.

As always we have a suite of tailored 

make your perfect Audi as affordable as 

is available at all times for personal 
quotations.

If you would like further information on 
your potential new Audi or to arrange a 
test drive – contact Perth Audi on 01738 
630252.

Perth Audi

Audi A1

Ever since its introduction in 2001, the 
Subaru Impreza WRX STI has been a 
byword for exceptional real-world driving 
performance.  The new 2011 model, on 
sale now, incorporates a wide range 
of developments which maintain the 
continual evolution of this iconic vehicle. 

performance, the 2011 WRX STI has been 
extensively tested under a wide variety 

ranging from slow, congested city driving 
and rapid B-road sprints, to extreme 
‘hot laps’ around famous racing circuits 
– including the notorious Nordschleife at 
the Nürburgring in Germany.

bodyshell and an extensively reworked 
suspension system – based upon the 
marque’s widely praised ‘spec. C’ set-up.  

Lower ride height and wider tyres also 
contribute to more direct and accurate 
control of the car and greater feedback 
for the driver.

For the new WRX STI the system has been 
uprated, with revised settings for the 
differentials.

The car features a default setting of 41 / 
59 per cent front / rear torque distribution 
for optimum balance, and the driver can 
adjust this while on the move using the four-
mode (Driver’s Control Centre Differential) 
system.  The WRX STI also incorporates 
Multi-Mode VDC (Vehicle Dynamics 
Control) – Subaru’s advanced electronic 
stability control (ESC), allowing the driver 
to modify the point of intervention of this 
electronic driver aid to suit their own tastes 
or driving conditions. 

Airds Motors

Subaru Impreza WRX STI

GEARING UP FOR THE NEW 61 PLATE.

Ben Nevis Motors

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

www.bennevismotors.co.uk
Check out our website for full list of used cars available to buy.

59 Ford S-Max 2.0 TDCi Zetec 
Black 1 Owner only 14,000 Miles Alloys Heated Windscreen 7 Seats.......................................................£14,995
08 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec 
Panther Black 1 Owner Heated Windscreen Alloys....................................................................................................£14,995
59 Ford Focus 1.8 Zetec S 5dr Vision 
Factory Bodykit Privacy Glass Only 14,000 Miles......................................................................................................£10,995
59 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 
S Frozen White Privacy Glass Full Bodykit 17” Alloys A/C  Only 10,000 Miles......................................................£10,495
57 Ford Mondeo 2.3 Auto Ghia 
Silver Full Leather 1 Owner Stunning Car 28,000 Miles............................................................................................£10,495
08 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique
Black Only 10,000 Miles 1 Owner Immaculate.............................................................................................................. £7,995
07 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec 
5dr Silver Alloys Heated Windscreen CD A/C 1 Owner................................................................................................£6,495
07 Ford Focus 1.6 Style 
5 Dr Colorado Red 1 Owner Only 20,000 Milles Heated Windscreen........................................................................£5,995
07 Ford C-Max 1.8 LX 
Red Electric Windows Remote Central Locking A/C....................................................................................................£4,995
56 Mitsubishi L200 Double Cab Trojan 2.5 TDI 
Black Full leather Alloys A/C Only 48,000 Miles.................................................................................................£8,995+VAT
54 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Finesse 
5dr Silver Central Locking Power Steering CD player..................................................................................................£3,495
03 BMW 318i SE Estate 
Blue Alloys CD Player Rear Parking Sensors Lovely Condition..................................................................................£4,995
03 Ford Focus 2.0 ST170 
3dr Silver Half Leather 6 Speed Climate Control Alloys...............................................................................................£3,995
03 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 
3dr Black Central Locking Alloys CD Player ..................................................................................................................£2,995
52 Volkswagen Sharan 1.9 TDi 
Black 7 Seater A?C Alloys 6 Speed.................................................................................................................................£4,995
02 VW Polo 1.2 
5dr Blue Power Steering Only 51,000 Miles Immaculate............................................................................................£3,295
02 Ford Fiesta 1.3 Finesse 
3dr Silver Power Steering CD Player Only 51,000 Miles .............................................................................................£2,995
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Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2006 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 sxi, blue, 5 door, petrol, 77237 miles ................ £3750
2005 Suzuki Swift 1.4 gl, grey, 5 door, petrol, 76301miles, 
MOT – June 2012 ..................................................................................... £3100
2005 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.3 diesel, 3 door, green, 81513 miles, MOT + 
taxed for 1 year .......................................................................................... £2875
2004 Ford Fiesta 1.25 lx, 3 door, blue new, MOT, 72400 miles .............. £2875

76125 miles ............................................................................................... £2350

QUALITY USED LAND ROVERS
The Land Rover experience from Lix Toll

Tel: 01567 820280
STOCK CHANGING WEEKLY

visit: www.lixtoll.com or Email: sales@lixtoll.com

DEFENDER 130
1997 P   Reg PRIESTMAN VM 14.5M PERSONNEL HOIST 300 TDI, 
(Cherry Picker), 101,000 miles, 2 seats, Hi line cubby box, Chequer 
Plate Wing Tops, Modular Rims, GoodYear Wrangler Tyres, Fully 
Hydraulic, 215 KG SWL Basket, Stabilisers, .................... £9,995 + VAT

DEFENDER 110
2010 60 Reg XS UTILITY WAGON, 4,000 miles, Santorini Black, 5 
Seats, Like New ............................................................. £24,595 +VAT
2009 09 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 15,000 miles, Met Silver, 7 
Seats, County Spec, .................................................. £22,500  NO VAT
2008 08 Reg XS UTILITY WAGON, 35,000 miles, Met Grey, Side 
Runner Steps, Chequer Plating, .................................... £19,995 + VAT
2002 51 Reg TOMB RAIDER LE DOUBLE CAB, Extensively Refurbished, 
Very High Spec, ............................................................ £17,995 + VAT
2003 53 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 9 Seats , Epsom Green, 
Side Steps, Techno Cloth, .......................................... £14,295 NO VAT
2007 07 Reg HIGH CAPACITY PICK UP, 30,000 miles, Green, Soft 
Canopy, 2 Seats, ........................................................... £13,500 + VAT
2005 55 Reg COUNTY DOUBLE CAB, 96,000 miles, Silver, 5 Seats, 
Soft Canopy, ................................................................. £11,995 + VAT
2005 05 Reg DOUBLE CAB PICK UP, 107,000 miles, 6 Seats, Tonga 
Green, Soft Canopy, ..................................................... £11,995 + VAT
2003 03 Reg STATION WAGON, Red, 9 Seats, 83,000 miles, BFG 
Tyres, Modular Rims, .................................................... £11,995 + VAT
2000 X  Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 125,000 miles, Black, 12 
Seats, BFG Tyres, ........................................................ £11,995 No VAT
2006 56 Reg COUNTY HI CAPACITY PICK UP, 91,000 miles, Heavy 
Duty Chassis, Met Red, ................................................ £11,495 + VAT
1995 M  Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 12 Seats, 125,000 miles, 
Green, Modular Rims, ................................................. £9,995 NO VAT
2004 04 Reg HARD TOP, 77,000 miles, Alpine White, 3 Seats, Wood 
Lined Rear, ...................................................................... £8,995 + VAT

DEFENDER 90
2009 59 Reg COUNTY STATION WAGON, 14,995 miles, 4 Seats, 
Rimini Red, Winter Pack, ........................................... £22,995 NO VAT
2008 58 Reg XS STATION WAGON, 24,000 miles, Black, 4 Seats, Side 
Runner Steps, ............................................................ £21,995 NO VAT
2011 11 Reg HARD TOP, NEW, Tamar Blue, NFU Discount, 2 Seats, 
Centre Tray, OTR ......................................................... £15,873.+ VAT
2006 06 Reg COUNTY HARD TOP, 40,000 miles, Black, 2 Seats, Hi 
Line Cubby Box, Alloys, ............................................... £14,495 + VAT
2008 08 Reg PICK UP, 21,000 miles, Met Blue, 2 Seats, Side Steps, Rear 
Light Guards, ................................................................ £13,995 + VAT
2007 07 Reg COUNTY PICK UP,  41,000 miles, Blue, I For Williams 
Canopy, Steps, .............................................................. £13,995 + VAT
2005 05 Reg STATION WAGON, 63,000 miles, 6 Seats, Centre Tray, 
Belieze Green, ..........................................................£13, 995 INC VAT
1996 P   Reg 90 PICK UP, 300Tdi, Full Extensive Rebuild, Many New 
Parts, Must Be Seen!!!  .................................................. £11,995 + VAT
2008 08 Reg PICK UP, 56,000 miles, 2 Seats, Keswick Green, Centre 
Tray, Chequer Plating, .................................................. £12,995 + VAT
2004 04 Reg HARD TOP, 65,000 miles, 3 Seats, Cairns Blue, Steel 
Wheels, ........................................................................ £10, 750 + VAT
1996 P   Reg COUNTY HARD TOP, 300 TDI, 39,000 miles, Epsom 
Green, Original Example, ............................................ £9,995 NO VAT
2004 54 Reg HARD TOP, 131,000 miles, A bar & Spotlights, Winch 
Bumper, Wood lined Rear, ........................................... £9,995 NO VAT
2003 53 Reg HARD TOP, 69,000 miles, 3 Seats, Caledonian Blue, Rear 
Step, Steel Wheels, ......................................................... £9,995 + VAT
2003 03 Reg PICK UP, 67,000 miles, 3 Seats, Rutland Red, I For Williams 
Canopy, ........................................................................... £8,995 + VAT 
2003 03 Reg HARD TOP, 90,000 miles, 2 Seats, Cubby Box, Green, 
BFG Tyres, Alloys, ........................................................... £8,495 + VAT
2004 04 Reg PICK UP, 48,000 miles, Red, 2” Lift, IFor Williams Canopy, 
Rear Bench Seats, ........................................................ £7,995 NO VAT
2003 53 Reg PICK UP, 78,000 miles, 2 Seats, Green, Centre Tray, I For 
Willams Canopy, ............................................................. £7,995 + VAT
2003 03 Reg PICK UP, 94,000 miles, 3 Seats, Caledonian Blue, Steel 
Wheels, ........................................................................... £7,995 + VAT
2002 52 Reg TRUCK CAB PICK UP, 79,000 Miles, 3 Seats, Green, Fox 
Light, Chequer Plating, ................................................ £7,995 NO VAT

Every vehicle will be supplied serviced and carry 12 months 
MOT and a 12 month dealer guarantee where applicable.

Everything Land Rover, sales, service and parts.

Hazelbank Motors - New Doblò
Unique from all points of view

Safe, comfortable, stylish and ecological. 
The new Doblò is far more than just another 
car. Think of it as your family space, an ideal 
way to take everything with you when you 
travel, starting with plenty of company. On 
top of that, Doblò’s surprising and unique 
character will make you want to drive it 
every day. 

good about travelling with company: 
high spirits, plenty of energy and unique 
characters. The unmistakable front of the 
new Doblò combines an original design 
with high levels of protection. Its prominent 
features, like robust looking wheel arches, 
give a clear impression of strength and 
solidity.

The new Doblò offers a choice of high 
performance and ecological engines 
and incorporates a whole series of safety 
solutions including bi-link rear suspension 
to absorb noise and vibrations, maintain 
the perfect grip and deliver the ultimate in 
comfort and driving pleasure.

It is a car designed with people in mind. 
Ecology and economy are two keywords 
that inspired the choice of all new Euro5 
engines: a 95 bhp petrol engine and 
two MultiJet diesels of 105 and 135 bhp. 
All engines offer sparkling performance 
and smooth power delivery with bags 
of toque. They are all equipped with the 
Start&Stop system, which automatically 
switches off the engine when you stop in 

consumption and emissions. In addition, 
with the eco:Drive application you can 
obtain a detailed analysis and tips on how 
to improve your driving style, saving you 
even more fuel money.

The great thing about the new Doblò is that 
there is a car to suit everybody. Discerning 

and practical drivers will appreciate the 
Active.

The Doblò: a new lifestyle for you and your 
family.

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

2 owners from new. 47 000 
miles. Full service history. 
MOT’d August 2012. 3 door. 
Metallic turquoise-blue.Alloys. 
CD player. Air con & sunroof. 
Tow bar fitted. .............  £6,995

2005 FREELANDER TD4

LOOK Car Sales

West End Garage
Newtonmore Road, Kingussie PH21 1HF

Tel/Fax: 01540 861478  Mob: 07966 219246

Quality Used Cars

1 family owner from new. 8 
seater. 47 000 miles. Full service 
history. MOT’d July 2012. 
Metallic grey. Fully loaded with 
extras. .........................  £5,495

2005 CITROEN C8 CDI

2 owners from new. 70 000 
miles. Full service history. 
MOT’d July 2012. Metallic ink 
blue. All extras. Superb car 
throughout. .................  £6,295

2007 VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT TDI

All images are for illustration purposes only

Helensburgh Toyota

The all new Yaris has a lot going for it.  A 
sleek, neat shape that’s designed to cut 
through the air.  A choice of engines with 
Toyota Optimal Drive technology, designed 
to save fuel without relegating you to the 

what makes the new Yaris really stand 
out is the Touch & Go multimedia system. 
It looks like the kind of touch screen you 

there the similarity ends. 

That’s because Touch & Go is clever, 
really clever. It features an intelligent sat 

Eco Route. That means it gets real-time 

route for any given journey, monitors your 

most mileage out of every gallon. 

Where’s the nearest and cheapest petrol 
station? Touch & Go’s Fuel Price Finder will 
tell you, and take you there. And when you 
get to your destination, its Google Local 
Search feature will locate restaurants, 
cashpoints, cinemas, theatres…it’s like 
having a local expert sitting next to you. 
The Touch & Go system even connects via 
your smart phone to give you features such 
as the weather forecast, or even a parking 

feature. And when you’ve arrived, found 

that slot and need to park, Touch & Go has 
another trick up its sleeve. Engage reverse 
and the touch screen instantly switches to 
the rear-view camera, helping you to park 
with inch-perfect precision. 

The Touch & Go multimedia system can be 
yours at no additional cost - saving you £500 
on orders placed before 30th November†. 
Plus receive 2 Years FREE servicing when 

Representative*.

To put the all new Yaris to the test join 
Helensburgh Toyota on Tuesday 13th 
September at 7pm for the launch or call 

to helensburgh.toyota.co.uk or join us on 
facebook.com/HelensburghToyota.

Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to over 18’s.

Toyota Yaris

Launching with complimentary upgrade to a
Touch & Go multimedia system.†

Helensburgh Toyota
5-7 John Street, 
Helensburgh. G84 8BA
Telephone: 01436 672779
helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

See the Brand New Yaris at our Launch Event 
on 13th September between 7pm & 9pm.

A hatchback that’s as clued-up as you are? 
All New Yaris Launch – Tuesday 13th September 2011, 7-9pm

59 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, double cab pick up, manual, Sat. Nav., leather, met.Grey £12,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR double cab pick up, alloys, side steps, Black 19K £11,750
08 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick up, black, 49K £10,750
08 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, Bluetooth, Black £9,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k £7,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200, 4LIFE, Double Cab pickup, One Owner, White, Choice from 30k From £7,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Ifor Williams Canopy, Silver, 42k, £8,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 club cab pick up, met silver, 40K, £8,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, double cab pick up, manual, leather, roll bars, Black, 60K NO VAT £6,950
09 NISSAN NAVARA D 22, double cab pick up, canopy, manual, met. Silver, 28K £10,450
08 NISAN NAVARA LONGWAYDOWN, double cab pick up, leather, cruise control, grey, 28K £12,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW, double cab pick up, 6 speed, cruise control, silver, 35K £11,750
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA, Double Cab pickup. Sat. Nav, 6 speed, full spec. leather, black £11,450
08 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW king cab pick up, 6 speed, alloys, silver, £10,950
08 NISSAN NAVARA SPORT, double cab pick up, manual, E-pack, alloys, black, 50K £9,950
07 NISSAN NAVARA KING CAB pick up, 6 speed, silver, 45K £8,750
57 MAZDA BT 50, TS2, TDCi, double cab pick up, alloys, side steps, canopy, met blue, 50K £9,750
08 MAZDA BT 50, TDCi, double cab pick up, air con, e /pack, met grey, 58K, £8,950
08 FORD RANGER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, 3 tonne tow, E/pack, Air Con, 60k miles £8,450
08 FORD RANGER THUNDER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, canopy, full leather, 3 tonne tow, black £8,450
56 FORD RANGER THUNDER, Double Cab Pick-up, manual, full leather, black, 30k miles £8,450
56 FORD RANGER 2.5 TDCI single cab, 4WD Pickup, E/pack, Tow-bar 35K £7,950
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCI LWB High top van, panel lined, SLD, white £6,950
06 FORD TRANSIT, 350 115 LWB, high top van, panel lined, white, 30K £6,950
08 LANDROVER 90, truck cab pick up, canvas canopy, 6 speed, green, 40K £10,950
06 LANDROVER 110 TD5, High Capacity Pickup, Truckman Canopy, White, 100k, £7,950
08 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0CDTI 115 van 6 speed, remote locking, white 60K £5,950
58 VOLKSWAGON PASSAT, 3.2 4 motion, 4WD, auto, triptronic, leather, sat nav, silver, 60K no vat £8,450
08 VW TRANSPORTER T30 4 MOTION SWB, crew van, 130hp, 4x4, twin SLD, 6 speed, White £8,450
57 VW CRAFTER, CR35, TDI, 109 LWB High top van, E/pack white £7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER T32 1.9TDI  LWB High top van, air con, remote locking, white £7,450
08 TOYOTA HILUX, single cab pick up, 4wd, manual, truckman canopy, E-pack, met. Silver £8,950

20%
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SMARTER OUTSIDE.
MORE INTELLIGENT INSIDE.

2011 FREELANDER 2

Contact us today for a tailored quotation.

FREELANDER 2

Morrisons Land Rover

01786 814888 www.morrisons.landrover.co.uk

REPRESENTATIVE 
EXAMPLE 

FREELANDER 2 TD4 
GS 11MY MANUAL

41 Monthly Payments of £299

On the Road Cash Price £25,755

Customer Deposit £7,629

GMFV (Optional Final Payment) 
(Includes £295 fee) £9,610

Amount of Credit £18,126

Total Amount Payable by Customer £29,498

Duration of Contract 42 Months

Rate of Interest 7.34%

Representative 7.9% APR

The Subaru line-up comes in Petrol and Diesel 
guises and goes by the name of Impreza, 
WRX Sti, Forester, Legacy and Outback.

Unlike other cars, the unique core technology 
inside every Subaru affords a safer and more 
dynamic driving experience.

The unique layout of a boxer engine and 
permanent Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive 
provides natural balance, more precise 
control and agility that can help avoid a 
collision.

It’s not just driving performance and safety 
where Subaru excels. Many of our vehicles 
also offer class-leading economy and 

emissions, giving you the best of both 
worlds - fantastic driving performance 
and low running costs.

With an impressive range of vehicles 
such as the Impreza with its outstanding 
sporting pedigree, the versatile Forester, 
the rugged Outback and the executive 
Legacy, there’s a vehicle to suit your 
every need.

The Isuzu range starts with 2.5 Rodeo 
single cab and peeks with the 3.0 Denver 
Max LE Auto.  With class leading 3 tonne 
towing capacity, alloy wheels and air 
con as standard*. Whether it is for work 
or pleasure there is pick up to suit your 
needs.

We are your local Subaru & Isuzu experts, 
providing sales and service, as well as a 

to make it even easier to get into a new 
61 plate.

There has never been a better time to 
take a test drive at S & S Services, the UK’s 
best Subaru dealer.  Run by father and 
son duo Brian and John Spicer, Britain’s 
premier Subaru dealer keeps going from 
strength to strength achieving the no1 

Visit S & S Services, 8 Old Bridge Road, 

or visit www.sandsservices.co.uk

*Based on the Rodeo Denver Double cab

S&S Services

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, Delivery Mileage ................£9,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn Dci 105, Blue, 20,000 miles ......................£12,500
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles .......................£9,650
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, Silver, 15,000 miles ............£10,295
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 20,000 miles...................£9,150
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 15,000 Miles ....................................... £7,950
58 Renault Laguna Exp. DCi 110 Estate, red, 20,000 miles ..............£8,950
58 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2 TCE Estate, black, 29,000 miles ................£6,950
08 Renault Scenic Dyn DCi 106, black, 37,000 miles ......................£7,500
08 Renault Clio Ext, 3Dr HB, White, 13,500 miles ...........................£6,250
08 Renault Clio Freeway, 3Dr HB, Blue, 8300 miles.........................£5,950
57 Renault Kangoo Exp, DCi, Green, 35,000 miles ..........................£6,500
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 miles ...............................£4,950
54 Renault Kangoo, 1.6 Auto, Green, 50,000 miles..........................£4,250
54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles.........................................£2,950
04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£2,950

COMMERCIALS

09 Renault Kangoo, new shape, white .............................. £6750+vat
57 Renault Kangoo, ML19DCi-70 ..................................... £5500+vat
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver...................... £8,000 + vat
54 Ford Transit, 2.0 Diesel, SWB HR, 49,000 miles........ £4,000 + vat
54 Ford transit Connect L200 TD, 55,000 miles, White .. £3,850 + vat
54 Renault Traffic, diesel ................................................... £3000+vat
06 Renault Kangoo, 1.5 DCI, 58,000 miles .................... £3,500 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Subaru Impreza

John Allan
Motors (Oban) Ltd
Oban’s longest serving Commercial Garage

Why Choose  John Allan Motors:

         Quality Service

         Experience with all Makes and Models

         Quality Parts

Serving the Road Industry for over 30 years

Tel: 01631 563817 -  Workshop

Tel: 01631 562275 – 24 Hour Service  

Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4PL
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SEAT LEON CUPRA 
20VT

£2000 o.n.o.

02 reg, 180bhp, 112000 Miles, Excellent Cond. 
Full Leather interior, Air Con. 6 CD Changer, 2 new front tyres, FSH 

Fantastic runner, reluctant sale.

Tel: 01631 564954 

Morrisons Land Rover Dynamic Elegance - The Range Rover Evoque
September heralds the arrival of the all-
new Range Rover Evoque, a vehicle that is 
as breath-taking to look at as it is to drive.

Combining concept car looks with 
lightweight technologies, the Range 
Rover Evoque goes on sale at dealerships 
having completed more than a million 
development miles.

Available as a stunning Coupé or a 
practical 5-Door model, the Range Rover 
Evoque brings dynamic handling and 
styling to the classic Range Rover package 
of luxury and all-terrain performance. 

The Range Rover Evoque exudes dynamic 
elegance and is available in three core 
design themes (Pure, Dynamic and 

interior comfort and equipment levels 
- though customers can personalise their 
vehicle using an array of options.

As you would expect from a Range Rover, 
the interior features high quality materials 
and craftsmanship as well as offering a host 
of premium technologies - including an 8-

with optional dual-view technology.

Entertainment options include Digital and 
Satellite TV, DVD playback capability 
- which passengers can enjoy via 8-inch 
screens mounted in the headrests and 
digital infrared wireless headphones. New 
sound systems, developed in partnership 
with audio specialist Meridian and 
including a range-topping 825W, 17-
speaker system, are also available.

However the true test is how it drives 
and, whether choosing two or four-wheel 
drive, the Range Rover Evoque delivers a 
rewarding experience thanks to its precise 
steering and agility.

Naturally the Range Rover Evoque delivers 
all-surface capability and makes use of a 
unique suite of technologies to maximise 
performance and comfort in challenging 
on- and off-road conditions - including a 
Terrain ResponseTM system with settings 
for General Driving, Grass/Gravel/Snow, 
Mud/Ruts and Sand to optimise driveability 
and comfort.

For customers specifying the Adaptive 
Dynamics feature there is an additional 
‘Dynamic’ setting that sees MagneRide™ 
dampers monitoring and adapting to 
vehicle movements 1000 times/second* 
to help minimise body roll and provide an 
even more balanced drive.

A choice of engines are available - a 
150hp 2.2 litre turbo diesel eD4 engine 
that delivers less than 129g/km CO2 (in 
front-wheel-drive coupé form), 190hp 

SD4 version which gets from 0-60mph 
in 8.0 seconds when equipped with the 
automatic gearbox and a new 240hp 2.0 
litre turbo-charged petrol engine capable 
of 0-60mph in just 7.1 seconds.

The Range Rover Evoque represents 
accessible, desirable sophistication and 
goes on sale from September priced from 
£27,955 for an eD4 ‘Pure’ 5-door model 
(equipped with 6 speed manual gearbox 
and two–wheel drive) to £44,320 for a 
top-of-the-range Si4 ‘Dynamic’ Coupé 
(equipped with 6 speed automatic 
gearbox and LUX pack).

For more information visit www.rangerover.
co.uk/evoque
*Data based on manufacturer’s estimate.

Morris Leslie 
Monthly Auctions
Next auction Wed 31st 

August from 10am
Over 30 vehicles direct from 
councils across Scotland as 

well as various types of plant, 
machinery and tools.

Also a range of vehicles and 
plant from National Power 

Company.
SEE WEBSITE FOR

MORE DETAILS.
Further entries invited until 

26/8/11 at 12pm.
All entries must be onsite 

by this date.
www.morrisleslie.com

£1800 o.n.o.

16V, 53, Low mileage of 73500 miles, 
12 months MOT.

Taxed till Oct 2011, Ideal first car. Only sell-
ing as owner is off to College. Some minor 

scuffs to be expected but mechanically sound.

Tel evenings: 
01631 770211 

to arrange viewing.

RENAULT
CLIO 1.2

£1450 o.v.n.o.

2ltr 2001/2, diesel, 65k, 
green, new Bridgestone 

tyres on alloys, 
belts and oil changed, 

one year MOT.

Telephone: 
01852 300310

SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA

£4800

04 Reg. F.S.H., 
New set of tyres, towbar, 
full electric pack, air con, 

cruise control etc. 
very good condition.

Telephone: 
07747 016900

SUBARU
FORESTER AWD

£7,950 + VAT.

08 Reg. Full Service 
History, 59,000 mls., 

woodlined, hands free 
phone kit, 

very clean van.

Telephone: 
07824 618550

RENAULT TRAFIC
DCI 115 SPORT VAN

Taxed and MOT’d till May 
2012, selling with 

private plate 

(W33 PUG),
totally modified with 

all receipts.

Telephone: 
07760 487907

1.4 PEUGEOT
206

13 SEATER DIESEL MINI
BUS RENAULT 15

£12,000 o.n.o.

First Reg. July 2007, Only 23,350 miles
Mot’d July 2012, Hydro Tail Lift

F.S.H. Excellent Condition

Tel: 01631 564463 to view

£850 o.n.o.

Double glazed, 
velour upholstery, 
usual appliances, 
cassette toilet, etc.

Easily Towed.

Telephone: 
07990974026

ELDDIS TWO
BERTH CARAVAN

£3495

Private use only
Immaculate Condition.

Telephone: 
07788 923890

02 ISUZU DOUBLE
CAB PICK UP

£2995

79,000 miles
MOT’d till Sept 2011
Taxed till Feb 2012

Telephone: 
07990 543513

RENAULT SCENIC
DIESEL 1.5

HONDA TRX500FM 
SPECIAL EDITION

NEW HONDA TRX500FM FITTED HONDA GENUINE ACCESSORIES:HEATED HANDLEBAR 
GRIPS,FRONT AND REAR HARD CARGO BOXES,OVERSIZE TYRES FOR MAXIMUM GRIP.

LICENSED FOR ROAD USE.

 SPECIAL PRICE £6,100 + VAT SAVE OVER £1000 ON LIST !!!
 FINANCE AVAILABLE

 STODDARTS OF OBAN TEL.01631 564176:
MOB:07799692072 OR john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

MOTO GUZZI
BREVA 1100CC

£3750

Red, 56 plate 
17,000 miles 

Moto Guzzi Panniers

Tel: 07919 044183

MITSUBISHI
L200 4LIFE 2.5TD 

£3750

52 plate, 70,000 miles 
MOT April 2012, Tax Oct 2011 

Reasonable condition

Tel: 07919 044183

DRIVETIMES More Drivetimes on page 29
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2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 Fax: 0131 229 4827

BUNESSAN BAY WOOD 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull
29.00 Hectares/71.65 Acres
A lovely mixed conifer woodland overlooking 
Bunessan Bay with outstanding views north 
across the Isle of Mull with potential for 
immediate timber revenue. Accessible from 
the public road. Sporting rights included.

FREEHOLD FOR SALE AS A WHOLE
OFFERS OVER 

£75,000
OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

SALE PRICE FIXED PRICE 
£120,000

Any reasonable offer considered.

FLAT 3, 1 ALBANY STREET, OBAN 

just off Argyll Square.
Secure entry system in operation. Tastefully decorated througout. 
Accommodation: Hall, lounge, kitchen, bedroom and shower room. 
Shared area to the back with drying green and storage cupboard. 

Home Report valuation £120,000.00 

West Coast property service

VERY DESIRABLE LOCATION
PORT APPIN
3 Bedroom Detached Bungalow
Large Dining/ kitchen Room
Utility room Family Bathroom/Toilet and separate W/C
Solid fuel central heating and off peak ,storage heaters
Front and back Gardens
Private driveway and ample room for expansion
Close to all local amenities School, shop, surgery and Hotels
Panoramic view to Loch Linnhe
Tel 07780548512
Tel 07876116414

Offers in 
region of 
£220,000

WANTED
TO RENT
Argyll Area

3 / 4  Bedroom 
House

Unfurnished
Off road parking
For family with 

two dogs
Tel: 01994 231820

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

R & A L Financial - Mortgage & Insurance Brokers
What we offer - Mortgage, Remortgage, First Time Buyer Mortgage, 

Equity Release, Self Build Mortgages, Commercial Loans, Secured Loans, 
Unsecured Loans, Life Insurance, General Insurance and Full Financial Reviews.

TRADE

TO LET
Superior Detached Villa, Connel

Loch side location.
Four beds; oil-fired CH; Aga

Fully furnished
Rent £800 p.c.m. plus Council Tax (Band G) and utilities

£800 deposit
Immediate entry subject to satisfactory references.

Apply: Stevenson Kennedy, Solicitors, Linndhu House, 
19 Stevenson Street, Oban PA34 5NA

Phone: 01631 562317
e-mail: linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

FLAT TO LET
Part Furnished

2 Rooms suit 
single person/ 
retired couple

Spean Bridge Area

£250 pcm

Tel: 01397 712227

SHORT TERM LET
Det 3 dbl bed 
bungalow in 

Campbeltown. CH,
DG, Dbl Garage and 

garden.  Unfurnished.  
Avail immediately. 
Rent £495pcm. 

Contact 07730-956-458 
for details.  Sorry No 

DSS.  Lease = 1yr Max.  
(May also consider sale)

OBAN ESPLANDE
Lovely 2 bedroom flat available from 1st October 

for 6/7/8 months.  £1000 deposit £600 pcm.  

Tenerife Los Gigantes holiday flats available.  

Also Property Portfolio available upto 1.5 million. 

21st Century Property Group Tel 0141 647 6009, 
email: office.21stcentury@yahoo.com or 
tel evenings/weekends 0141 634 1454.

TO LET
CAMPBELTOWN

One bedroom flat 
in town centre
Furnished or 
unfurnished

£260 – £300 pcm

Tel: 07983 347638

TO LET
Furnished two 

01546 603088

PROPERTY

Scotland’s first forest crofts launched on Mull

-

and de-crofted.

-

allocated.

secure access to land and be 

-
ties. 

woodland crofts are sure to be 

be pioneering new types of land 

Iain Thompson, a director of North West Mull Woodland Community Company, signs the first of three woodland crofts near to Dervaig on 
Mull. The contract was witnessed by MSPs Richard Lochhead  and Michael Russell, and Ian Hepburn, NWMWCC project manager. 16_t34woodland1

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Hay and 
Straw,
round and 

square bales, 
delivering now.  

Telephone 
N Robertson 
07768 506826

-

per kilo.  

buyers.

Oban
Caledonian Marts

-

Dalmally
United Auctions
Lambs

Barguillean 

Prices per kilo

Melfort. 

-

Portree
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

-

-

Tiree
United Auctions
Lambs

-

Prices per kilo:

-

Cattle:

Dingwall
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks:

-

-

Dingwall
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts

Ross and Black Isle: 

Wester Ross: 

-

-

Market reports

‘Historic day’ could lead the 
way to many such crofts 
throughout the country

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Driver/Storeperson
Oban

Apply to Mr C McDonald 
Telephone 01631 563 711

Permanent full time position
Full clean driving licence required 

• Good rates of pay

Experienced
Mechanic required

Knowledge of electronics and 
diagnostis is advantageous.

This is a full time permanent position.
Please apply in writing to

All Cars & Commercials
Unit 1, Crannog Lane, Oban

Tel: 01631 565 555

Customer Services Assistant
Campbeltown

35 hours per week
Salary Grade 10 (£15,646 - £17,385)

To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk; Tel 01546 605859 
or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date: Friday 2nd September 2011
Interviews for this post will be held 

in Campbeltown on 15th September 2011

REQUIRE

HGV CLASS 2
TIPPER DRIVER

APPLY: 
HARRY ROSS

Mobile 07919 214995 
or e-mail – 

jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

Experienced
Forwarder

Driver
Required

Must have certificates
To work mainly in 

FortWilliam
Tel Joe Stewart 
07836 378394

Now looking to recruit the following staff
Chef - must be experienced and able to 

provided references.
Café assistants - experience preferred
Call in for your application form today

The Underwater Centre, 
Fort William 

required by world leading 
commercial diving school

 (must have completed 100 
dives + 100 hrs experience)

Apply to: HR Department
Crannog Concept Limited
The Underwater Centre

Carmichael Way
Fort William, PH33 6FF
Tel: 01397 707120 or 

e-mail
HR@theunderwatercentre.co.uk

WANTED

Care Taker/

Cleaner
This season and 

beyond for upmarket 

holiday cottage

Lochgilphead Area
Friday Changeover

Well paid job for 
responsible committed 

applicant

Apply to Box No 71

Oban Times

Oban, PA34 4HB

by 30 August 2011 

with contact telephone 

number and full details

Freshwater Production Co-ordinator
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is 
the largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine 
and Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, England and 
Ireland.
We are currently looking to identify a suitablyskilled Freshwater 
Production Co-ordinatorto join our farming business management 
team.
Reporting to the Farming Director, you will be responsible for providing 
effective day to day control and support for all freshwater farming 
operations. You will provide senior support to areas of business 
and process development through the application of your technical 
knowledge, experience and expertise.
Key tasks will include the development of annual production plans 
and financial budgets. To assist site managers meet these budgeted 
targets, in accordance with best company practice and in a safe and 
efficient manner.To lead the planning, preparation and implementation 
of all fish transport operations. To quality control all stock production 
and transport operations and to ensure that fish welfare is being 
optimised at all times.
This role will deputise for the Farming Director.
The ideal candidate will be a strong team player, will have a proven 
track record in contributing to commercial success in farming 
operations. Strong interpersonal, communication, organisational and 
planning skills as well as the ability to problem solve are some of the 
key attributes required for this post. In addition applicants require a 
full driving licence and should be prepared to undertake significant 
travel.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from an attractive 
salary package, company car and the opportunity to develop their 
aquaculture career through this exciting role.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your 
CV,by Friday 16thSeptember 2011, to:
Lindsey Elder, HR Assistant, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark 
Industrial Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS,.Office 01698 810008, E-mail: 
lindsey.elder@dawnfresh.co.uk
Informal enquires can be made to Gideon Pringle, Farming Director, 
Mobile 07747 487232, E-mail gideon.pringle@dawnfresh.co.uk

Administrator/PA
Full Time (Maternity Cover)

An experienced, hard working and motivated 
individual is required for a period of 7 months from 
early October. The individual will be required to 
work on their own initiative and undertake a variety 
of office duties including audio typing, accounting 
and property management.  Applicants need to be 
motivated, IT literate and resilient.
Applications in writing with CV to Bell Ingram, 
2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, PA34 4AY.

Closing date: 9 September 2011.
To apply visit our website

Catering Assistant
£13,427 - £14,662 (pro rata) Tobermory High School Ref: CTF00484
Perm/Temp - Term Time, 10 or 22.5 hours per week
2 Permanent Posts and 1 Temporary Post - 22.5 hours per week

01546 604038

Catering Assistant
£13,427 - £14,662 (pro rata) Dalmally Primary School Ref: CTF00917
Permanent - Term Time, 10 hours per week

01546 604742

Clerical Assistant
£14,307 - £15,165 (pro rata) Glenbarr Primary School Ref: CME00545
Temporary - Term Time, 12.5 hours per week

01369 708546

SEN Assistant
£15,639 - £17,099 (pro rata) Tobermory High School Ref: CME01710
Temporary - Term Time, 12.5 hours per week

01369 708546

Clerical Assistant
£14,307 - £15,165 (pro rata) Kilchattan Primary School Ref: CME00860
Temporary - Term Time, 19 hours per week
(Distant Islands Allowance is payable with this post)

01369 708546

Childcare and Education Worker
£19,271 - £20,457 (pro rata) Rockfi eld Primary School, Pre Five Unit 
Ref: CME02040
Temporary - Term Time, 17.5 hours per week

01369 708546

Catering Manager
£15,125 - £16,031 (pro rata) Salen Primary School Ref: CTF00556
Permanent - Term Time, 25 hours per week

01546 604038

Catering Assistant
£13,427 - £14,662 (pro rata) Oban Primary School Campus Ref:
CTF00918
Permanent - Term Time, 10 hours per week

01546 604742
There are 2 posts available

Home Carer
£8.57 per hour Lochgilphead Ref: CMA00484
Temporary, Variable hours

01546 604727

Senior Janitor
£16,533 - £18,076 Oban High School Ref: CTF00524
Permanent, 37 hours per week

01546 604713

Regulatory Services Offi cer (Shellfi sh)
£23,724 - £25,932 Oban Ref: DVP00110
Temporary, 35 hours per week

01546 604742

Harbour Master
£25,079 - £27,414 Oban Ref: DVR00660
Permanent, 37 hours per week

01546 604742

Domestic Assistant
£13,427 - £14,622 (pro rata) Eadar Glinn Oban Ref: CMA00788
Temporary, 18 hours per week

01546 604741

Janitor/Cleaner
£13,427 - £14,662 (pro rata) Craignish Primary School Ref: CTF00358
Permanent - Term Time, 9 hours per week

01546 604038

Clerical Assistant
£14,307 - £15,165 Campbeltown Hazelburn Business Park Ref: CMA00611
Temporary, 35 hours per week

01546 604741

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

MARINE SITE MANAGER
Grade 3  £32,960 - £36,050

The Site Manager will be responsible for the management and development of the 
salmon site at Plocropol plus sites at Grosebay and Stockinish on the Isle of Harris. 
Our ideal candidate will be an experienced and enthusiastic salmon farmer with 

proven organisational skills. Applicants must also have experience of automated feed 

must be able to demonstrate commitment to the safety and welfare of the staff for 
whom they are responsible, to the livestock within their control and to the environment 
in the local community and beyond.

SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Grade 3 £20,600 - £23,960

We are also looking for a Senior Marine Operative to lead a small team in all the day 
to day operations of the Plocropol site and assume responsibility for staff, vessels 

-
ganisational abilities and good numeric and IT skills. The successful applicants must 
also be committed to high standards of health and safety of staff and understand the 
importance of environmental issues. 

MARINE OPERATIVES (3)
£15,965 - £19,570

Plocropol, Harris (2)    Torridon, Ross Shire (1)

sampling, grading and moving, site maintenance, net changing and boat handling. 
Applicants must have good practical and problem solving skills and ideally have 

essential as training will be provided.
All posts are 40 hours per week Monday to Friday, with weekend working on a rota ba-
sis payable at an enhanced rate.  We operate a generous company pension scheme 
and annual leave entitlement is 31 days. Current, clean driving licence is essential for 
the senior posts.
Closing date: Friday 9 September 2011 at 5pm
Job descriptions and application forms available from 
Dina Mackenzie, HR Assistant, The Scottish Salmon Company,
Marybank, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis , HS2 0DB
Tel: 01499 600601/600622 
e-mail:dina.mackenzie@scottishsalmon.com

Class 1 Bricklayer
REQUIRED FOR LOCAL BUILDER

Contracts throughout the Mid Argyll area

Forward CV to Box number 100, Argyllshire 

PA31 8NB

Carer
Required to help family of 
67 year old disabled man 

who is mentally alert but in 
a wheelchair with limited 

speech.
Remote Glen 18 miles 

South of Oban
£150 per week net part time 

plus small tied cottage.
Contact 01866 844212

Email:

Senior Income Assistant
Lochgilphead

35 hours per week
Salary Grade 9 (£18,776 - £20,863)

Secondment Opportunity to 30th June 2012
To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk; 

Tel 01546 605859 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 
Closing Date: Friday 9th September 2011

Interviews will be held in Ardrishaig on 
Wednesday 21st September 2011

Permanent Full and Part Time Staff Required 
Restaurant Supervisor

Commis Chef
Waiting Staff

Cleaner
Top Rates of Pay and Conditions

Please email us info@eeusk.com
or call 01631 565666 for more information

Hands on 
Manager

for housekeeping
with an eye for 

perfection.
40h a week 

@ £9.00
Melfort Pier & 

Harbour
01852-200-333

Harbour Master’s Assistant
Applications are invited for the full-time position 

of Harbour Master’s Assistant.

Duties include: supervision of quay, 
assisting at yacht pontoons, maintenance.

Evening and weekend work involved.

Boathandling & Handyman Skills preferable.

Please send applications 
in writing marked “Vacancy”

To Harbour Office, Garvel Road, Tarbert PA29 6TR 
by Monday 5th September 2011

Tarbert After school Care 

requires PLAY WORKER 
for maternity cover

Working as part of a team to help provide 

a safe, fun and stimulating environment 

for the children in our setting

17.5 hours per week, term time, 2.45pm-6.15pm

SVQ level 3 in CCLD or Play work preferred

BANK STAFF also required
Please email tarbertafterschoolcare@yahoo.co.uk 

or call Kyla on 01880 821 480 
between 3pm and 6pm for an application form

Have vacancies for 

360° Plant Operators
Please apply in writing or by email 

stating previous experience to
Donald MacDonald

Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate,
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email address 
donald@damacdonald.co.uk

During the middle of May, we placed an advert for 3 job 
vacancies and received a fantastic response.  Of all 
applications received we would estimate that at least 
30 quality applications were received as a result of this 
advertisement in the Oban Times with many more still 
coming in each day.
We have advertised again for staff in the Oban Times and 
would have no hesitation in continuing to use them for our 
advertising needs.

Despatch Planner
FORT WILLIAM

-
ner. Working within the clients premises, the role 

working with client computer systems to ensure 
that correct orders are being despatched on 
time and to correct destinations. A high level of 
accuracy is required in this role, as well as good 
communication skills and good organisational 
abilities.
This position are part of a shift pattern which 
covers a 7 day period for part of the year, so 

Salary between  £16.5k and £19k depending on 
experience.
Please contact  Andrew Kirk, General Man-
ager, Quayside Distribution, Unit 8 Block 20, 
Motherwell Food Park, Bellshill. ML4 3NP. 
Closing Date: Friday 2nd September

Nevis Centre Nursery
Requires

Nursery Manager and Playworker

personnel to develop and expand a newly refurbished 
facility and to provide a safe, fun and stimulating envi-
ronment for the children in our setting. It is hoped that 
the nursery will open at the end of October.
For enquiries and an application form, 
please telephone Board member on 07867691291
Interviews: mid- September
Both posts are exempt from the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 
1974 by the Exclusions and Exceptions (Scotland) Order 2003 
and the successful applicant(s) will be required to become a 
member of the Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme 
and register with the SSSC.
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NOTICE TO 
STANLEY BARTON

Court ref. no. B64/11
An action has been raised in Oban Sheriff Court 
by Martin Neave-Holland, Pursuer, calling as a 
Defender Stanley Barton whose last known ad-
dress was Ichrachan House, Taynuilt, Argyll.  If 
Stanley Barton wishes to defend the action he 
should immediately contact the sheriff clerk at 
Oban Sheriff Court, Sheriff Court House, Albany 
Street, Oban, PA34 4AL from whom the service 
copy initial writ may be obtained. If he fails to do 
so decree may be granted against him.

A J G Armstrong
34 Queen Anne Street, Dunfermline

Solicitor for the pursuer

CORPACH, BANAVIE AND CAMAGHAEL COMMON GRAZINGS
Formal intimation under the Crofters (Scotland) Act 1993

NOTICE is hereby given that Donald Andrew John Cameron, Younger of Lochiel 
has applied to the Scottish Land Court for an Order authorising resumption of ap-
proximately 0.733 hectares of the Common Grazings of the Townships of Corpach, 
Banavie and Camaghael, for the purpose of selling the said area for the develop-
ment of fourteen houses. 
On 13 July 2011 the Court appointed this intimation by newspaper advertisement 
and ordered the Applicant to send to the Clerk to the Grazings Committee copies of 
the Application, associated productions and the Court’s Practice Note No. 4 (which 
emphasises the need for crofters to protect their own rights).  The Court ordered 
any shareholder or other person having a legal interest who opposes the Applica-
tion or who wishes to claim compensation or a share in the value of the land to be 
resumed, to lodge Answers including details of any such claim, with the Principal 
Clerk, George House, 126 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4HH within 15 days from 

Practice Note have been sent to Mrs M E Dennison, Toriri, Corpach, Fort William, 
PH33 7JR and these documents may be inspected either there, or at the Courts’ 

may also be obtained from the Principal Clerk (telephone number 0131-271-4360).  
It should be noted that any further Orders of the Court, including the Final Order, 
will be intimated to those persons who have lodged answers to this advertisement 
and to the Clerk of the Common Grazings Committee.  Copies of any further Orders 
may be obtained from the Principal Clerk upon request.
Lindsays, Caledonian Exchange, 19A Canning Street, Edinburgh, EH3 8HE
Tel: 0131 229 1212 (Ref: KYM/MJY/CA/492/302)
Agents for the Applicant

CASTLE
STALKER

APPIN
Will be open to the 

public
29th Aug – 2nd Sept. 

and
26th Sept – 30th Sept.

Subject to tides and 
weather

Tel: 01631 740315 
during these periods 

for times and bookings
Adults £10 Children £5

NOTICE
 Appointment of Grazings Committee

Scotstown Common Grazings
A meeting of shareholders for the above 

Common Grazings will be held for the purpose of 
electing a New Grazings Committee.

Strontian Fire Station
2nd September 2011, 7.30pm.

INVITATION TO QUOTE

Chemical Treatment of Tress through 
the Electrodyn Treatment Plant, West 

Argyll Forest District
To request tender documents 

please contact
Margaret MacCallum, 

West Argyll Forest District,
Whitegates, Lochgilphead, 

Argyll, PA31 8RS
01546 602518

Margaret.maccallum@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
no later than 30th September 2011

CROFTERS COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NAN 

CROITEARAN
DECROFTING

APPLICATIONS 
Applicant, Croft, Extent & 
Purpose, Case number

Mrs C Thomson                          
13 Airds, Ardchattan & 

Muckairn
0.040 ha – existing house 

site
4.86.34170

Comments can be made to 
the Crofters Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 14 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can be 
expressed in obtaining the 
tenancy of the area subject 
to the application.
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW info@
crofterscommission.org.uk

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
The Royal Bank of Scotland PLC of 36 St An-
drew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 2YB is applying 
for a licence to use Bowmore Branch, Main 
Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, PA43 7JJ as 
operating centre for up to 2 goods vehicles and 
nil trailers and to use Oban Branch, 26 George 
Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5SB as an operating 
centre for up to 2 goods vehicles and nil trailers. 
Owners or occupiers of land (including build-
ings) near the operating centre who believe that 
their use or enjoyment of that land would be af-
fected, should make written representations to 

stating their reasons, within 21 days of this no-
tice. Representors must at the same time send 
a copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. 
A guide to making representations is available 

Constituency Tour

Meet your local MP
Alan Reid MP will be in your area 
for his Constituency Tour on the 

following dates:

Wednesday 31 August 2011 
Bridge of Orchy - 9.00am - 9.30am

Dalmally - 10.30am - 11.00am
Lochawe - 11.30am - 12 noon
Taynuilt - 12.30pm - 1.00pm
Colonsay - 7.00pm - 8.00pm

Thursday 1 September 2011
Easdale Island - 11.30am - 12.30pm

Ellenabeich - 1.00pm - 1.30pm
Toberonochy - 3.20pm - 3.50pm

Cullipool - 4.15pm - 4.45pm

For an appointment 
please call 01369 704840

ACHA seeks expressions of interest from 
suitably experienced contractors wishing 
to tender for Bathroom and Kitchen 
replacement.
There are 3 packages in North Lorn, South Lorn 
and Islay and the Isles - approximate value 
£200,000 per package. 
Respondents submitting expressions of 

questionnaire to establish their suitability. 
Shortlisted contractors will then be invited to 
submit a tender through a selective competitive 
tendering procedure.
Expressions of interest should be made in writing 
to Norrie Lamont email address norrie.lamont@
acha.co.uk by 12 noon on August 31st 2011

23’ 6 COLVIC MOTOR 
SAILER

sound condition, GPS, VHF etc, 1.5 BMC diesel engine, £10,500 
ono.  Or free use offered to competent yachtsman in return for 

help with maintenance and sailing to elderly gentleman with little 
experience based 15 miles south of Oban.

For full particulars telephone 01204 411361 
leave message if necessary. £1200 o.n.o.

15ft rowing boat with 4hp 
Evenroom engine and 

nearly new trailer.

Telephone: 
01631 720414 

(after 6pm)

END OF SEASON
BARGAIN

17’6” YORKSHIRE COBLE
HEAVY DUTY FISHING BOAT 

£2,250

25hp Suzuki o/b
Oars Bilge Pump 

Floorboards
Trailer

Wanted small boats for sale

The Boat Store
Lower Dunollie Road
(below Farm Foods)

Oban

 Tel: 01631 565005   Mobile: 07766110747
after hours: 01852 300124

argyllcoastal@btinternet.com

T

YAM/ZODIAC SPORT
INFLATABLE 3.1M

ONLY £1600 INC.VAT

EX-DISPLAY SPORT INFATABLE 3.1 METRES,SOLID FLOOR ,4 
PERSONS FITTED WITH BRAND NEW YAMAHA 4HP.COMES WITH 

OARS AND CARRY BAG AND OUTBOARD CARRY BAG.

STODDARTS of OBAN: 01631 564176 
MOB: 07799692072: john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

T

PICTON 21 
CABIN CRUISER

£7500 o.n.o.

Yamaha Autolube 60 outboard. 2/3 cushioned berth cabin, 2 
berth sleeping area, toilet compartment, navigation & safety 

equipment, fenders, anchor etc. Ready to launch.
Road or launch trailer available separately.

Tel: 01866 822597 (Taynuilt)

PANDORA
INTERNATIONAL 22’

£1600 o.n.o.

GRP, good sails, road trailer, good first yacht

Tel: 01879 220734

PROPOSED
ASSIGNATION 
OF A CROFT

John Allan MacKintosh, is 
applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to assign the tenancy of the 
croft at 52 Banavie (Part) 
to John Morrison of Tolsta, 
Camaghael, Fort William, 
PH33 7NF.
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township or if the 
Commission consider that 
you have a direct interest 
in this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (email: 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk)  within 28 days from 
the date of publication of the 
advert.
Please note that any comments 
you provide are part of an 
open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties. Your  comments 
would also be released under 
a Freedom of Information 
enquiry. Frivolous, vexatious 
or unreasonable comments 
cannot be accepted.

BIGGEST EVER ISSUE OF
SCOTTISH FIELD

OUT NOW
55 pages
of unbeatable 
Autumn 
Breaks

READ...
LIP NA
CLOICHE...
Spectacular 
Mull hillside 
garden
FOULA...
The last 
wilderness
THE 10 MOST ECCENTRIC
SCOTS
Why Jacobites should get 
their titles back
INSIDE SCOTLAND’S MOST EXPENSIVE 
HOUSE 

SUBSCRIBE...
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND GET
3 ISSUES FOR £1 PLUS
THIS FANTASTIC COLLINS
SCOTLAND BOX SET... Whisky, 
Castles, Clans and Tartans.

WIN£600 2-night 
gourmet break for two

www.scottishfield.co.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/01206/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land North Of The Cottage
Balinoe Isle Of Tiree
Argyll And Bute

Tiree Area Office

11/01207/PP Demolition of shed and erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land South Of 3 Balinoe
Isle Of Tiree Argyll PA77

Tiree Area Office

11/01267/MFF Reduction from 20, 70m cages to 16, 100m 
cages

Pol Na Gile
Loch Shuna Argyll

Sub Post Office
Kilmelford

11/01325/PP Erection of Dwellinghouse (Amended design 
to 06/00758/DET)

Plot 2 Arduaine Caravan Park 
Arduaine Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 4XQ

Sub Post Office
Kilmelford

11/01432/PP Amendment to existing planning boundary 
previously consented under 01/01591/DET 
to facilitate additional parking area and a 
peripheral landscape screening bund

Rhugh Garbh Depot
Barcaldine Oban
Argyll And Bute PA37 1SE

Sub Post Office
Ledaig

11/01462/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse Plot 1 Land North Of
Carlavagh Ardstruan Croft 
Road Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

11/01463/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse Land To Northwest Of
Ashlea Croft Drive Oban
Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

11/01464/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse Land To Northeast Of Aros
Ard Croft Drive Oban
Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

11/01532/PP Change of use of pier to allow Taynuilt 
Fishing Club to operate from pier 
(Retrospective)

Airds Bay House Jetty
Airds Bay Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/01402/PP Formation of timber handling and loading 
site including hard standing timber stacking 
area, rock causeway with floating pier marine 
system and formation of vehicular access

Land North East Of 
Pennycross Cottage 
Pennyghael Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute PA70 6HE

Sub Post Office
Bunessan Isle of Mull

11/01497/PP Erection of a dwellinghouse Aros Taynuilt Oban
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the 
above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/01066/MFF Relocation of Ardmaddy fish farm - 
comprising 12 No. 100m circumference cages 
plus installation of feed barge

Port Na Morachd Seil Sound 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office
Kilmelford

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

£5000

20hp Yamaha 4 stroke, 
23 knots, power trim/tilt, 
elec start, road trailer, fish 

finder, GPS, anchor, excellent 
condition.

Telephone: 
07500 641940 

Mike, Barcaldine.

PIONER 15 
FOOT

Proposed Assignation
of a Croft

Sholto Prior is applying to 
the Crofters Commission for 
consent to sublet the whole 
croft of the croft at Tighphurist 
1 & 3 to Charles Lear of Croft 
No 2, Tighphurist, Ballachulish 
for 3 Years.
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township, or if 
the Commisssion consider 
that you have a direct interest 
in this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW (email 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk) within 28 days from 
the date of publication of the 
advert.
Please note that any comments 
you provide are part of an 
open process and will be 
made available to interest 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released under 
a Freedom of Information 
enquiry. Frivolous, vexatious 
or unreasonable comments 
cannot be accepted.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/02912/MSC

11/02955/FUL

11/02952/FUL

11/02971/FUL

11/02918/PIP

11/02983/FUL

Development Address

Land 50M north east of 
Craigard
Banavie
Fort William

1 St Cumin’s House
Morar
Mallaig
PH40 4PB

Inbhirfhaolain
Glen Etive
Ballachulish
PH49 4JA

Glas Charn
Aberchalder
Invergarry

Land to south east of 
Tom-Na-Moine
Kilchoan

Beechwood
18A Glencoe
Ballachulish
PH49 4HS

Proposal Description

Erection of house (Plot 1)

Alterations to rear of 
house to form patio door 
and external deck, with 
alterations to existing 
garden retaining walls

Extension to climbing hut

Temporary erection of 70m 
high meteorological mast

Erection of 2 houses 
(renewal of 07/00499/
OUTLO)

Alterations and extension 
to house

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate 
to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice 
the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any 
total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any 
newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-
payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this 
is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

The Oban 
Times

PREPAID
ADVERTISING

RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Mar-

riages, Deaths and Acknowl-
edgments

Minimum charge £12.40 
(+VAT)

thereafter £2.40 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there
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UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

general repairs

 >> Plastering
Tiling
Joinery
Painting >> 

General repair

Darek

Mob 07767802061
Email:kibitlewski1@hotmail.com

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk

All types of
Chimneys swept  at  competitive prices. 

Chimney repairs,  Caps, cowls & pots fitted. 
Birds Nest Removal 

Call the experts on 0753 021 0949

Email:  1chimmneysweep@mail.com

chimney sweep

carpentry

Thank You
Margaret MacLean would 

like to thank colleagues 
and friends for their 

generosity and kindness 
shown to her following 
her recent retirement 
and to acknowledge 

with appreciation, Oban 
Common Good Fund for 
the presentation made by 
HRH Princess Royal.  To 
her colleagues past and 

present in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles, she extends her 
thanks for their loyalty, 

support and friendship over 
38 years and to wish them 

well for the future.

2005 GEHL 1.5T 
SWIVEL TIP 

TRACK DUMPER

£3400 plus VAT

Low Hours
Tel: 01397 772333 
or 07836564773

£5500 o.n.o.

1996, 150,000 miles, full 
service history, sleeps 2, 3 

back seat belts,
hob and sink, 

good condition for age.

Telephone: 
01852 500 665 or 

07818033811

VW CARAVELLE
CAMPER VAN 2003 LANDROVER

110 DEFENDER

£4500 plus VAT

White, 12 months MOT
4 new tyres

clean condition

Tel: 01397 772333 
or 07836564773

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILD’S TRAVEL COT 

MAMAS & PAPAS 

STOLLER NEARLY 

SMALL Tunnel, multi 

TOP AND TAIL BOWL 

 BICYCLES

 BOOKS

 BUILDING / DIY

WHITE MOZAIC TILES 

CAR ACCESSORIES

ROOF BARS Genuine 

CD’S, DVD’S AND 
VIDEOS

B E G I N N I N G 
CALLANETICS VHS 

tone the entire body. Stereo,  

CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

RIVER ISLAND LADIES 

COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS
ENGLISH SPRINGER 

 EQUESTRIAN

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

BED BRAND NEW 

CAR BED boy’s Little 

SINGLE BED 

mattress and headboard, 

doors underneath. Good 
Condition. Free, but you 

TV/ENTERTAINMENT 

GARDEN MACHINERY
FLYMO GLIDEMASTER 

HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

VIBRATION PLATE 

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HI-FI Grundig Hi-Fi/stereo 

TOSHIBA TELEVISION 

HOME FURNISHINGS
CARPET TILES 3 boxes, 

HOME OFFICE

WITH HIGH SP boxed as 

installation guide, user 

ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER 

FAX MACHINE BT 

METAL FILING CABINET 

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BAR STOOL red leather 

BOX OF SMALL 

LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

STOVE AND GRILL 

LIVESTOCK

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

CB and handheld CB 

basestation needs aerial. 

MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

MENS MOTORCYCLE 

MENS MOTORCYCLE 

MOTORCYCLE GLOVES 

Thomas. XXL,  heavy duty 

MENS Shoei leather 

OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

WILSON GOLF IRONS 

PET ACCESSORIES
LARGE BIRD CAGE 

PHOTOGRAPHY

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by 

 WANTED

PERSONALS

£2850 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL NOVANO
T REG (1999)

2.8 TDI, 5 speed power steering, 2 berth 
caravanette, 57,000 since new, 10 months 

MOT, 6 months tax, 4 good tyres
On board water 12v + 240

Cooker and hob, Heater in back
Fully converted, Very good on fuel

Telephone: 
07861 465261

£1550 o.n.o.

Good clean condition
Only used once since new 

chain, sprockets and rear tyre 
were fitted.

Perfect working order with 
recent piston and barrel.

Tel 01770 (Arran) 
870377

M 07513889491

SUZUKI
RM250 2006
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Catherine Brown graduated from University of 
Glasgow with a Master of Arts with Honours in English 
Literature and Music. Catherine attended Park Primary 

School and Oban High School and is the second 
daughter of Hilary and Neil Brown, Ganavan and 

granddaughter of Sheena and the late John MacFadyen 
and Betty and the late Jack Brown.

Mairi McTighe graduated from Edinburgh University 
with a Bachelor of Music (Hons). Mairi is the daughter 

of John and Sheena McTighe and a former pupil of 
Taynuilt Primary and Oban High Schools.

Rebecca Pollard graduated from The University of 
Manchester with a Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of 

Surgery (MB ChB). The younger daughter of David and 
Susan Pollard, Kilmore, Rebecca was educated at Park 

Primary and Oban High Schools. Rebecca has started as 
a Foundation Doctor at Derriford Hospital, Plymouth.

Hannah Matheson graduated from the University of 
Glasgow in June 2011 with a 2:1 Master of Arts with 

Honours in English Literature. Hannah is the daughter 
of Shirley and Hamish Matheson, Taynuilt and the 

granddaughter of Vi and Charlie MacInnes, Oban and the 
late Kenny and Peggy Matheson, Taynuilt. Hannah is a 

former pupil of Taynuilt Primary and Oban High School.

Alex Rawcliffe has recently graduated from Edinburgh 
Napier University with a Bsc (Hons) Sport & Exercise 

Science.  Alex has been awarded an MRes scholarship from 
Edinburgh Napier which commences this month.  A former 
pupil of Taynuilt Primary and Oban High School, Alex is 

the son of David and Lynette Rawcliffe, Benderloch.

Agnes Byrne graduated with an MA in Psychology with 
Honours from Edinburgh University.  Daughter of the late 

John Byrne.  Her parents Lourda and Jack MacDonald 
are very proud of her achievements and with her family 

wish her all the best for the future.

Richard Finlayson,Corpach, graduated from Strathclyde 
University with First Class Honours in Product Design and 

Innovation.
Richard is the son of Finlay and Lorna Finlayson and 

a former pupil of Banavie Primary and Lochaber High 
School. Richard has now taken up a post as a Design 

Engineer at Dyson near Bristol.

Claire Macaskill graduated from Glasgow University with 
a MA Hons in English Literature.  Claire is the daughter 

of Flo and Ewen Macaskill, Balvicar and granddaughter of 
Jessie MacLean and the late Neil MacLean, Balvicar and 
the late Norman and Ina Macaskill, Balvicar.  Claire is a 
former pupil of Easdale Primary and Oban High School.

GRADUATIONS

Daniel MacKinnon graduated from Glasgow Caledonian 
University with a 2:1 Hons degree in Law and going on 
to study in a Diploma in Professional Legal Practice at 

University of Glasgow. Daniel is the son of Margaret Rose 
MacKinnon and the late Barrie MacKinnon. Grandson of 
May MacKinnon (Finnie), Claggan and the late John and 

Teresa MacDonald, Roy Bridge. 
Daniel attended St Mary’s Primary School and Lochaber 

High School.

Marie Catherine Carmichael graduated from University 
of Strathclyde with a Bachelor of Arts in Education and 
Social Services.  Marie is the daughter of John and Fay 
Carmichael, Fiat, Lismore and granddaughter of Cathy 
and the late Dougie Carmichael, Baligrundle, Lismore 

and late Mary and Big Dougie MacDougall, Achnacroish, 
Lismore.  Marie is a former pupil of Lismore Primary 

School and Oban High School.

Douglas Strathdee MacDougall graduated from Glasgow 
Caledonian University with 2:1 BA Hons in Business 

Studies. Douglas is the son of Douglas and Mary 
MacDougall and grandson of Marie Smith and the late 

Bobby Smith and the late Mary and Dougie MacDougall. 
Douglas is a former pupil of Lismore Primary School and 
Oban High School. Douglas has started work as a trainee 

Loss Adjuster in Glasgow.

Lorne Duncan MacDougall graduated from Glasgow 
Caledonian University with 2:1 BA Hons in Business and 
Management. Lorne is the son of Douglas and Mary and 
grandson of Marie Smith and the late Bobby Smith and 

the late Mary and Dougie MacDougall. Lorne is a former 
pupil of Lismore Primary School and Oban High School.

Rosslyn Oman has graduated BA (Hons) in Fine Art 
from Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art, Dundee, 
also gaining the MacNeilance prize for Painting and 

Drawing. Rosslyn is the daughter of Kate and Les Oman, 
Campbeltown and granddaughter of Mary and Hector 
MacKinnon, Campbeltown and Margaret and the late 

Colin Oman, Carradale.

BIRTH

CLOWES – At Southern 
General Hospital on July 4, 
2011. to Justin and Margaret 
(neé Walker) a beautiful 
daughter Charlotte Lydia. 
Both well. First grandchild for 
Angus and Margaret (Balloch) 

Nigel and Sheila (Norwich).

ENGAGEMENT
GILLESPIE – ECCLESTON
Both families have pleasure in 
announcing the engagement 
of Rhona Ann, eldest daughter 
of Kirsteen and the late John, 
to Christopher Allan eldest 
son of Wendy and Mike.

DEATHS
CAMERON - Peacefully 
on August 15, 2011, in the 
excellent care of Moss Park 
Nursing Home, Sheena 
daughter of the late Donald 
and Cathie Cameron and sister 
of the late Carlie Campbell.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
at home with his family on 
Saturday  August 20, 2011, 
Duncan, beloved husband 
of Emma, much loved Dad 
of Morvern and Gordon, 
respected father-in-law of 
Murdo, loving Papa of David 
and a dear Brother to Nancy. 
Sorely Missed.
GAMBLE – Joan (neé 
Sinclair) Passed away 
peacefully at home on 
Sunday August 21, 2011. 
Joan, beloved wife of Jim 
and a loving mum of Linda. 
A funeral service to which 
all relatives and friends are 
respectfully invited will be held 
at Woodside Crematorium, 
Paisley on Friday August 26, 

please. After the service the 
family will be returning to 
the Glynhill Hotel where they 
welcome you to join them.
GEORGESON - Flora, 
passed away peacefully 
on  August 18, 2011, aged 
66 years, a much loved 
mum to John and Charles, a 
dearly cherished nana to her 
grandchildren. Will be sorely 
missed by everyone.Funeral 
will take place at Church of 
Scotland, Corran Esplanade, 
Oban on Friday,  August 
26 thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery. Donations if 
desired for Help for Heroes. 
Mum, Nana we will never 
forget you and will always 
love you. Forever in our 
hearts.
GILLIES – Peacefully at 
home in Perth on Tuesday, 
August 16, 2011, Donald 
(Donnie), aged 78, (ex 
Scottish Hydro Electric), 
beloved husband of Jenny 
(née Marmion), much loved 
dad of Diane, Elaine, Alastair, 
Douglas, Iain and Robert, 
a dearly loved grandfather, 
great-grandfather and father-
in-law and a dear brother of 
Kenneth.  R.I.P.  Funeral took 
place in Perth on Tuesday, 
August 23, 2011.
GRUMOLI -  Renato (Ran). 
On  August 21, 2011 after a 
brief illness, aged 84 years. 
Dearly beloved husband of the 
late Carrie; much loved father 
and father-in-law of Marjorie 
and Julian and Granda of 
Stephanie and Toni. We have 
so many happy memories; 
you will be forever in our 
hearts. Requiem Mass will be 
celebrated at Our Lady, Star 
of the Sea Catholic Church, 
26 Picton Street, Howick 
on Friday  August 26, at 12 
noon, followed by private 
interment. Messages to Ran’s 
family C/o Davis Funerals, 
PO Box 56013, Dominion 
Road, Auckland 1446, New 
Zealand 
HUNTER - Suddenly at 
Vaul Golf Course, Tiree on 
Wednesday August 17, 2011, 
Sam Hunter OBE, of Tiree 
and formerly Stobo, Malaysia 
and Nigeria, beloved husband 
of the late Jan, dear father 
of Douglas and proud 
grandfather of Sara and Klayr 
and extended family.  Service 
in Stobo Parish Kirk, by 
Peebles, on Friday, August 
26 at 11.00am followed by 
interment in Kirkyard.  All 
friends are respectfully invited 

only please, but donations if 
desired can be made to Baugh 
Surgery Equipment Fund, Isle 
of Tiree.

LAIRD - David (Davy) 
snr,  passed away suddenly 
on August 17, 2011, loving 
husband of the late Susan 
Clark (Oozie), wonderful 
father of Davy, Frances, Peter, 
Susan, Brenda, Naomi and 
Damian, father-in-law, gaga 
and great gaga.  Loved and 
very sorely missed by all.
Laird, 7 Mull Terrace, Soroba, 
Oban.
MACPHERSON -  Christine 
(nee Colthart) Suddenly at 
home on Sunday, August 
21, 2011. Beloved mum 
and best friend to Tina, 
wonderful nanny to Eilidh 
and loving partner to Ewen. 
With heartfelt thanks to the 
ambulance crews, doctors 
and nurses for all their efforts 
and to all family and friends 

support. Funeral service 10am 
Friday 26 at The Church of 
Scotland, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban.  Thereafter to Pennifuir 
Cemetery and the Royal Hotel. 

Retiring collection for ABCD 
(Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 
Disease)
MARTIN – Frederick.  On 
August 18, 2011, Freddie, 
beloved husband of Netta, 
loving father of Anne and 
the late Neil, much loved 
grandfather and great-
grandfather of the family.  
Funeral service at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday, 
August 26, at 2.15pm.  Family 

SCOTT – Suddenly after a 
long illness, borne bravely, 
on August 15, 2011, Donald  
Scott, aged 39 years, of 36A 
Ross Crescent, Lochgilphead 
and formerly of 19 Duncuan 
View, Ardrishaig.  Much 
loved son of Nancy and good 
friend of Archie.  Cherished 
brother of Fiona and Calum, 
and much loved uncle of 
Emma, Michael, Kieran and 
Abi.  A dear brother-in-law of 
Michael and Karen.  Loving 
father of Kyle.  Funeral service 
will be held in Ardrishaig 
Parish Church on Friday, 
August 26, 2011, at 11.00am, 
thereafter to Kilmartin 

only please.  Donations, if 
desired, to District Nurses & 
Homecare Teams.  
SPROAT - Tobermory, 
Newmills and Oakley. 
Following the sudden death 
of Harry on  August 18, 
2011 there will be a Service 
of Thanksgiving on  August 
25, 2011 at 1130 am at 
Dunfermline Crematorium.
Followed by a Memorial 
Service in Tobermory. Details 
to follow. No Flowers - No 
black, wear bright colours 
- Donations to Tobermory 
RNLI

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
CAMERON - Johnalda 
wishes to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
Mass cards, sympathy cards 
and expressions of sympathy. 
Special thanks to Moss 
Park Nursing Home for the 
exceptional care and attention 
to Sheena during her 8 years 
in their devoted care. Also to 
Doctors of Tweedale Practice, 
Fr Donald MacKinnon 
and Deacon Stanislaw for 
Requiem Mass, also reader 
and organist, Mike McFall and 
staff for sensitive, professional 
funeral arrangements. Finally 
thanks to all who attended and 
donated the sum of £275 for 
Moss Park Residents Fund.
MACDOUGALL - Grace 
and family would like to 
express sincere & heartfelt 
thanks to all friends and 

phone calls, cards and visits 
received following the loss 
of Iain (Dot), their husband, 
father, grandfather and great 
grandfather. Special thanks 
to Dr Astill, Jan, Ann, Pauline 
and all homecare -all whom 
made it possible for him to 
remain at home during his 
illness. To Rev Linda Pollock 
for her comforting service. 
Thanks also to Charlie and 
Iain MacDougall for their 

Finally, thanks to all who paid 
their last respects at Bunessan 
Church and Suidhe Cemetery. 
The retiring collection of 
£370 was raised for Bunessan 
Surgery.
MACLENNAN - The family  
would like to thank everyone 
who attended  Annie’s  funeral 
and donated generously to 
the Salen Church Garden 
Project . Special  thanks  to 
all at Dunaros Hospital , 
Salen Surgery and the local 
ambulance crews for the 
excellent  care  provided; 
also to the wonderful  team 
of  carers who enabled  Annie 
to be at home. We are grateful 
to Rev George Cringles for 
conducting the service,Billy 
McClymont  for caring and 

and Salen Hotel  for catering.
Sincere  thanks  to friends and 
neighbours for all the help 
and support given during this 

MACNEILL - Jean, Ally, 
Donnie, Linda, Fiona and 
Emma would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all their 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy cards, letters, 

calls since the sad loss of 
Donnie on July 31, 2011. 
Special thanks to all medical 
staff, Rev Angus Morrison 
for the comforting service, 
Jean and Craig MacAffer 

funeral arrangements. To all 
who attended church and 
Graveside, retiring collection 

raised was £1200 for Air 
ambulance, St Johns Church 
and Islay Hospital
STEELE – The families 
would like to thank all 
family members, relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their overwhelming support 
shown to them following 
the sudden and tragic loss 
of James Alexander on 
August 8, 2011. For the kind 
expressions of sympathy 
extended to them by way of 

and visits. Special thanks to 
the Rescue Services, Rev Jeff 
MacCormick for a comforting 
service, D & A Munn for their 
sensitive and professional 
arrangements, Mark Spalding 
for his reading and Loch Nell 
Arms Hotel for buffet and 
refreshments. Also thank you 
to all who attended the Church 
and graveside. James is sorely 
missed and will always be 
in our hearts. The retiring 
collection for Oban Mountain 
Rescue raised £958.37.

MEMORIAMS
CARMICHAEL - In loving 
memory of our dear mother, 
mother-in-law & grandmother 
Mary (Logan) who died on  
August 24, 1996.
Forever in our hearts
Always in our thoughts
Inserted by Irene, Donald, 
Nigel & Families, Islay & 
Glasgow.
COOKE – In loving memory 
of my dad Frank, who died on 
August 27, 1981.
Never forgotten
John
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear father, 
Donald Macdonald, who 
passed away on August 
26, 2010, and also our dear 
mother, Katie Macpherson, 
who passed away on 
December 3, 1976.
Both so dearly loved and 
cherished by all their family.
Psalm 23.
- Anne, Agnes, Fiona, 
Christine and families.
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
father, father-in-law and 
gramps, Alexander (Andy), 
who died on August 30, 
2009.
- Loved and remembered 
always, Kay, Colin, Sandy, 
Kath, Mairi & Kirsten.
MACLEAN -Loving 
memories of Mary (Bibs), 
who died on August 25, 
2008.
No tomorrows for me to 
share
But yesterdays memories will 
always be there
Dearly loved and sadly 
missed.
- Billy xx.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of Bibs, our dearly 
loved mum, gran and great 
gran, who died August 25, 
2008.
In a lovely garden sleeping

Lies a precious mum and 
gran
Who’s loved and missed each 
day
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Julie, Dave and family xxx .
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
sister in law Mary (Bibs), 
who died August 25, 2008 
Silent thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that will last 
forever.
- Jeanette and Sandy.
MACLELLAN – In ever 
loving memory of my 
beloved husband Donald 
(Donnie), a devoted 
husband, dad and granddad 
who died on August 23, 
2009.
Sorely missed.
I think of you in silence
I often speak your name
My heart still aches with 
sadness

- Inserted by your loving 
wife Morag, Angus Terrace.

McARTHUR – Cally.  In 
loving memory of a dear 
husband, dad and granddad 
who died on August 29, 
2010.
Much loved and never 
forgotten.
- Norah, Craig, Jenny and 
families xxx
McLENNAN - In treasured 
memory of our father Alex, 
who died August 28, 1999 
and our mother Flora, who 
died September 25, 1996.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Margaret, Elsie and 
families.
McLEOD – Morag (née 
MacLachlan died August 
31, 1983 formerly of 
Glenfeochan, Kilmore, Oban, 
wife of Malcolm and very 
dear sister of the late Ian 
MacLachlan of Lynn Court, 
Oban.  In loving memory of a 
wonderful mother to Gordon 
and good friend to many.
Fondly remembered.
- Inserted by Gordon and 
cousin Sheena and family.

OWEN - In memory of my 
dear husband, Robert, who 
passed away on August 25, 
1997.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Jean.
OWEN - In memory of our 
dear dad and grandpa who 
passed away on August 25, 
1997.
Forever in our thoughts and 
prayers.
- Tom, Lily, Elizabeth and 
families.
PARSONS – In loving 
memory of my mother 
Jessie (MacInnes).  Tenth 
Anniversary on August 25.
Age will not dim
Her loving face
Her sparkling eyes
And her happy face
She fell asleep
And left me sad
I will never forget
The mother I had.
- Love Margaret and Kenny, 
grandchildren Kai, Tracey, 
Cooly and Kathleen, great-
grandchildren Ryan and 
Jamie.
Love you Nana.

BULLOCK – Stephen 
and Shona (neé Weir) are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their son Alasdair 

Sutherland Bullock, 
on July 27, 2011. First 
grandchild for Peggy 
and the late Alastair 

Weir, third grandchild 
for Alistair and Joan 

Bullock. Many thanks to 
the midwives and staff 

in both Oban and Paisley 
Maternity Units.

FISHER
-  To Gary 

and Sarah on  
June 26, 2011 
at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, a 

beautiful son, Cameron 
John. First grandchild 
for Brian and Eleanor 
Fisher, Muir of Ord 

and Stuart and Sandra 
Lowry, Ballymena, 
Northern Ireland. A 

great-grandson for Ken 
and Ann MacLeod, 

North Connel and the 
late Jack and Peggy 

Fisher, North Connel. 
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Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

PARSONS – In memory of 
my mum Jessie Parsons who 
died ten years ago today.
Mum, did the sun shine 
brighter
Or was the sky a deeper blue
Or was it just a different 
world
When we shared our lives 
with you
Forever is a long time
This we know is true
But that’s how long our 
broken hearts
Will love and long for you
Also remembering my dad 
Harry Parsons who died on 
June 30, 1999.
Love and miss you Dad.

CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

- From your daughter Linda 
and grandsons Daniel, Dene 
and Louis. 
SIMPSON – Memories of 
a dear dad Ian who passed 
away August 24, 1987
Remembering you is easy
I do it every day
Losing you is the heartbreak
That never goes away
Roberta, Ian and Elle and Tia.
SIMPSON - Remembering 
my dad Ian, who died 
suddenly August 24, 1987.
Always in my thoughts. 
- Love Mary.
SIMPSON – Lachlan Duncan 
26.8.1951 – 4.6.1967
Never forgotten
Love Chrissie, Anne and 
families.

SORLEY - In loving memory 
of my dear son Robin, who 
died August 26, 2005.
A dear brother, brother in law 
and uncle
If we had all the world to 
give
We would give it yes and 
more
To see the one we loved so 
much
Come smiling through the 
door
Ever fondly remembered.
- His loving mum and family.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 28 August 2011

Trinity 10
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Choral Mattins ...........10.15
Parish Eucharist .........11.30

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Holy Eucharist ............. 11.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ............. 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 28 August 2011
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£500

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre 
of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter 
on separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be 
in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, 
no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this 
coupon is 20, but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  

No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.

Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name___________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

________________________________Tel No.__________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Competition
Spot theSHINTY BALL

WE HAVE A WINNER

Congratulations to
J McKay

McKelvie Road, Oban

who won last week’s 
jackpot of £1150

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
                                  P W D  L Pts
Fort William           15  10 2  3  22
Kyles Athletic         12   9  3  0  21
Newtonmore           12   8  3  1 19
Glenurquhart          16   7  2  7  16
Kingussie                13  5  5  3  15
Kilmallie                 14  7  1  6  15
Lovat                       15  5  1  9  11  
Oban Camanachd   13  4  2  7  10
Inveraray                 14  4  1  9   9
Glenorchy               14   0  0 14  0
Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel            12 12  0  0 24
Beauly                     12  6  4  2  16
Lochaber                 11  7  1  3  15
Caberfeidh              12  6  2  4  14
Lochcarron             11  4  4  3  12
Skye                        13  3  2  8    8  
Inverness                13  1  3  9   5
Strathglass              14  1  2 11   4
Marine Harvest
South Division One
Bute                         12 12 0  0  24
Glasgow MA           13  8  3 2  19
Lochside Rvrs         14  8  2  4  18
Taynuilt                   14  6  2  6  14
Ballachulish            14  7  1  7  13
Oban Celtic             13  4  3  6  11
Kyles Athletic         12  5  0  7  10
Kilmory                  12  2  2  8    6  
Aberdour                 14  1 1 12    3
Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Newtonmore           16 15  0  1  30
Fort William           14 11  2  1  24
Glengarry                15 10  0  5  20 
Kingussie                16  6   2  8  14
Glenurquhart          15  6   0  9  12
Lochaber                 15  6  0  9  12
Lovat                       15  6  1   8  11
Kilmallie                16  3  3  10   9 
Skye                        15  4  1  10   9     
Kinlochshiel           15  4  1 10    9
Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Strachur                  14 12  1  1  25
Tayforth                  14 11  1  2  23
Colglen                   14   7  0  7  14
Bute               12   5  3  4  13
Inveraray                12   5  0  7  10
Glasgow MA          13   4  8  6  10
Ballachulish            13  4  1  8    9
Aberdour                14  1  0 13   2
Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Aberdeen U            16 16  0   0  32
Beauly                    18 13  2   3  28
Boleskine               17 13  1   4  25
Caberfeidh             17 11  2   4  24
Lochcarron            18  7   2   9  16
Lochbroom            17   6  4   7  16
Inverness               18  5  1  12  11
Strathglass             17  4   1  13   9
Ardnamurchan      17  4   0  13   8
Lewis              17   1  1  15   3

League tables

Results

Fixtures

Thursday 25 August, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 31SHINTY

Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Kingussie 1, Kilmallie 1
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Skye 1, Kinlochshiel 5
Lochaber 1, Caberfeidh 2
Marine Harvest North Division 2
Kilmallie v Glenurquhart 
postponed
Lochaber 5, Skye 1
Glengarry 2, Fort William 3
Kinlochshiel 1, Kingussie 1
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Lochcarron 3, Caberfeidh 4
Aberdeen Uni v Strathglass 
postponed
Caberfeidh v Ardnamurchan 
postponed
Lochbroom 2, Lewis Camanachd 1
Lochcarron 3, Boleskine 5
Inverness 2, Beauly 5
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 7, Aberdour 0
Taynuilt 5, Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Bute 4, Kilmory 0
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Strachur 2, Tayforth 1
Aberdour 0, Inveraray 9
Artemis Macaulay Cup
Kyles Athletic 2, Newtonmore 1

Saturday 27 August
(All throw ups 2.30pm
unless stated)
Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Glenorchy v Lovat
Deek Cameron  
Inveraray v Kingussie
Billy Wotherspoon 
Kilmallie v Kyles Athletic
Colin MacDonald  
Newtonmore v Fort William
Evan MacRae - 3pm  
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Lochcarron v Lochaber
John Angus Gillies  
Beauly v Kinlochshiel
Graeme MacMillan  
Marine Harvest North Division 2
Newtonmore v Fort William
Jock Matheson - 12 noon  
Glengarry v Lovat
Angus Campbell  
Lochaber v Kinlochshiel
Kevin Cheeseman  
Skye v Kingussie
Donald MacRae  
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Boleskine v Lewis Camanachd
Innes Wood - 1pm  
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Aberdour v Kilmory
David Mitchell  
Ballachulish v Lochside Rovers 
Graham Cameron  
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Kyles Athletic v Taynuilt
George O\’Rourke  

Newtonmore’s Fraser Macintosh times a tackle to perfection as Kyles’ Grant Irvine prepares to shoot in the Macaulay Cup final at 
Oban’s Mossfield last Saturday. Two late goals gave Kyles a 2-1 win. Picture: John MacTavish.

Do or die for Fort 
and Newtonmore
Lovat look to cash in at Glenorchy but 
Inveraray face tough task at Kingussie
MACAULAY Cup runners-up 
NEWTONMORE face Fort 
William at the Eilan this Saturday 
with both teams needing a win 
to keep their title hopes alive.

’More manager Norman 
MacArthur thinks a victory for 
his side will knock Fort out of 
the running for the league.

He said: ‘If we get a result I 
think it becomes a two horse 
race, but there’s still points to be 
dropped by all three teams.

‘This game has probably come 
at the right time for us after that 
defeat. 

‘Now they realise they’ve got 
to do a bit more. We’ve got to 
make sure we win the rest of our 
games.’

Newtonmore led Kyles Athletic 

after John MacKenzie opened 
the scoring in the 38th minute of 

in Oban.

minutes from Dunkie Kerr and 
Roddy MacDonald meant the 
Tighnabruaich side went home 
with the trophy.

‘We just ran out of steam,’ 
MacArthur said. ‘I thought we’d 
seen them out but that’s not how 
it went. 

‘They were certainly faster 

maybe the extra time last week 
took its toll.’

Should FORT WILLIAM
pull off the win, they will stay 
clear at the top of the Scottish 
Hydro Premier Division by at 
least a point and deal a deadly 
blow to ’More’s championship 
hopes.

The An Aird men have played 
three games more than both 
Kyles and Saturday’s opponents 
- and must keep their winning 
streak going to maintain any 
hopes of lifting the league 
trophy.

Assistant coach Willie 
MacDonald is under no illusions 
of just how important the game 
is – for both teams.

‘It will be all out stuff – it 
should be a great game,’ he told 
The Oban Times.

‘The fact that they are still in 
the hunt to win the league means 
that they will be determined to 
win – but then, so are we.

‘If we were to beat them that 
would effectively put them out of 
the running for the league, and 
if we were to get beaten I would 
say it is more or less gone for us. 

‘We must win all our games 

and if we do it’s for the others to 

available for Saturday.’
Having locked away their 

second cup of the season in the 
trophy cabinet, KYLES can 
focus entirely on their Scottish 
Hydro Premier Division 
challenge.

A dramatic win over 
Newtonmore in the Macaulay 

up success in the Celtic Cup; the 
only black mark on an otherwise 
superb season was a premature 
exit from the Camanachd Cup.

‘It has already been an 
exceptional season,’ said Kyles 
trainer James Perlich. 

‘The Macaulay Cup win goes 
some way to making up for the 
Camanachd Cup  disappointment 
but this Saturday against 
Kilmallie is just as important as 
last weekend and the boys know 
that.’

Kyles will travel with a full 
squad and welcome the return 
of experienced forward Fraser 
MacDonald, who missed the 
Macaulay triumph through 
injury.

teams had good spells during the 
game but we learnt a valuable 
lesson in the Camanachd Cup 

William that you need to play to 

15 minutes you could see the 
determination we had to win.

‘We always take a positive 
aspect of the previous game 
into the following weekend and 
although Kilmallie will be a very 
tough game, we know we have 

end of the match.’  
KILMALLIE welcome title 

favourites Kyles to Canal Parks 

1-1 draw against Kingussie last 
weekend.

Michael Rodgers’ 13th minute 
strike cancelled out James 
Hutchison’s early opener to 
end the scoring, but Kilmallie 
could have won the game but for 
some excellent saves by Andrew 
Borthwick in goal.

Kilmallie chairman Hugh 
MacIntyre was pleased with the 
performance – and is looking 
for more of the same against the 
Tighnabruaich men.

He told The Oban Times: ‘Ross 
was not there and Kingussie’s 
forward line is pretty poor 
without him. The team played 

well and I felt we had most of 
the play but their keeper saved a 
good few shots.

‘When we went down to Kyles 
we felt we should have won – we 
had most of the pressure but they 
scored the goals. 

‘So at home I think we have a 

to beat Kyles in the league.’
At the other end of the table, 

INVERARAY manager John 
Smylie said a victory over 
Kingussie this weekend was 
imperative if the Royal Burgh 
side is to maintain its premier 
league status.

The Argyll side have tough 
away games at Tighnabruaich 
and Newtonmore in the last 
two games of the season, so are 
desperate to get points in the next 
two matches against Kingussie 
and Glenorchy.

However, their task has been 

and injuries and the return from 
suspension of Kingussie hitman 
Ronald Ross.

‘The last time we played 
Kingussie we lost 2-1 and 
Ronald had just come back from 
injury so we are unlucky again 
to get them this week.

‘We are missing Andrew 
McMurdo through suspension 
and usual long term injuries. 
Douglas Dando and David 
MacPherson have hamstring 
strains and may be doubtful too.

‘I will be doing a head count at 
training to see how many players 
are left!

‘I reckon we need four to six 
points to stay up this year and 
with games against Kyles and 
Newtonmore away, we will 
need to start with a win this 
Saturday.’

KINGUSSIE will have some 
big name players back in their 
side for Saturday’s game in 
Inveraray.

Ronald Ross, Ryan Borthwick 
and Fraser Munro were among 
the players who missed last 
weekend’s 1-1 draw with 
Kilmallie, but Kings manager 
Steven Borthwick told The 
Oban Times he expected to have 
a nearly full squad to choose 
from.

He said: ‘It’s very tough. 
Inveraray are potentially one of 
the top four teams if they can get 
everyone playing. 

‘We want to kick into some 
form before the Camanachd Cup 

Kings picked up a point in the 
game with Kilmallie at the Dell 
last weekend, just a week after 
beating the Caol side 6-0 in the 

James Hutchison opened the 
scoring for the home side after 
just two minutes, but a goal in 
the 13th saw Kilmallie draw 
level and neither side was able to 
hit the back of the net again. 

Borthwick said: ‘We played 
very well, but both teams were 

we took our chances very well in 
the second half. 

‘On Saturday we had enough 
chances to score six again, and 
Kilmallie had one or two chances 
as well. Both teams were happy 
with a draw.’

LOVAT can take a giant step 
towards securing their premier 
division status on Saturday if 
they can overcome relegated 
Glenorchy at Mart Park, 
Dalmally.

The Kiltarlity men scored 
a vital win against fellow 
strugglers Oban Camanachd at 
Balgate Park last time out and a 
similar result against Glenorchy 
would suit Lovat coach John 

however, we only drew 1-1 with 
them in the cup down there so 
we can’t be complacent at all.

‘We should win games against 
Glenorchy, but it won’t be easy at 
their own park. 

‘However, we will go out with 
the same attitude we showed 
against Inveraray and Oban at 
home. 

‘We are treating every game as 

‘Greg Matheson is in form and 
he has scored vital goals for us in 
the last two games. 

‘If we can get two points on 
Saturday we will be 90 per cent 
there.

‘Inveraray are the team we are 
up against to stay up, but if we 
win hopefully that will be us 
four points clear and they will 
have to start getting results.’

Lovat will be without Martin 
Mainland, who is on holiday, 
and long term absentees through 
injury Drew Howie and James 
Grieve. 

GLENORCHY manager Allan 
MacKechnie has challenged his 
players to put points on the board 
before the end of the season 
– starting with the visit of Lovat 
to Dalmally this weekend.

The long-suffering boss has 
seen his team lose every league 
game this season so far and has 
been planning for life in South 
Division One.

Asked whether he would accept 
a point before the Lovat game he 
replied: ‘No. We really need a 
win and if we can get a full team 
out we can do something.

‘We have been unlucky with 
injuries and morale is low but 
we have to get points in before 
the end of the season.

‘After 18 games you don’t want 
to be sitting there at the end of 
the season with no points.’

Glenorchy have not been 
in action for four weeks and 
Allan knows Lovat will also be 
desperate for two points. 

in the league,’ he added. 
‘We will need to be ready for 

that.’

KINLOCHSHIEL were 
crowned North Division 1 
champions at the home of rivals 
Skye Camanachd after posting a 
comprehensive 5-1 win to seal 
their place in the Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division next season.

Skye did all they could to avoid 
’Shiel taking the title at Pairc nan 
Laoch, but the Lochalsh men’s 
fast start gave them the cushion 
they needed.

Fraser MacVicar and Neil 
Fraser’s double had ’Shiel 3-0 
up at half time before Danny 
Morrison pulled a goal back, but 
Finlay MacRae added another 
two to seal victory.

’Shiel coach Johnston Gill 

minutes we were all over Skye. 
We then lost our way a little, 
but fortunately we scored again 
just before half time. Their 
goalkeeper had a fantastic 
game.’

’Shiel have Beauly away on 
Saturday in a tough looking 

to maintain his team’s 100 per 
cent record in the league.

Already with one eye on next 
season, Gill is likely to promote 
three or four players from the 
second team to the starting line 
up against second placed Beauly 
as he knows he will need a bigger 

LOCHCARRON welcome 
Lochaber to Battery Park on 
Saturday as the battle for second 
spot hots up.

A run of one defeat in their last 

as runner-up to champions 
Kinlochsheil. Andrew 

just four points behind Beauly 
and three behind Lochaber.

Club president Henry Dalgety 
said the team was more 
concerned with preparing for 
next year than securing second 
place this season.

He said: ‘I think second place 
is a bit ambitious; we’d be happy 
with third or fourth. But we’re 
not too worried about where we 
end up. We’re more focussed 

Kinlochshiel confirmed as champions

Deek in charge of Camanachd Cup final
REFEREE Derek ‘Deek’ Cameron, from Fort William, will take 
charge of the 2011 Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup Final.

Saturday September 17 at Bught Park, Inverness.  

2 Scotland as well as broadcast on Radio Scotland and streamed 
on the BBC website.

be assisted by John Crawford and Gus Campbell as goal judges, 

Jock Matheson, Kevin Cheeseman and Iain Kennedy.

on consolidating the squad and 
looking to next season.’ Dalgety 
added: ‘The team is playing well, 
although we’ve still not got a full 
squad, and I don’t think we will 
have a full squad this season.

Lochcarron have lost Criosdan 
Finlayson from their squad after 
the forward moved to Europe 
recently, but Peter MacKenzie 
will play on Saturday despite 
picking up a back injury.

LOCHABER are facing 
another season in north division 
one after Kinlochsheil took the 
title and promotion on Saturday.

Michael Delaney’s men lost 

when one of their rivals for 
second-place, Caberfeidh, visited 
Spean Bridge last weekend.

half, with Kevin Bartlett and 
Kirk Taylor scoring for the away 
side and Ben Delaney pulling 
one back for Lochaber.

An understrength SKYE 
CAMANACHD proved no 
match for Kinlochshiel at Pairc 
nan Laoch as the Lochalsh side 
swept to their 12th straight 
league win and the North 
Division 1 title.

by eight teenagers in a game that 
was effectively decided by early 
goals from Fraser MacVicar and 
Neil Fraser.

Neil Fraser made it three for 
’Shiel at the break and though 
a Danny Morrison goal early in 
the second half gave Skye hope 
a double from Finlay MacRae 
- 2010 Marine Harvest North 
Division 1 Player of the Year 
– gave ’Shiel a 5-1 win.

Skye chairman Ross Cowie 
was upbeat about next 
season’s prospects and wished 
Kinlochshiel well in the Scottish 
Hydro Premier Division next 
season. 

He said: ‘It was as good as we 
could expect for the team we had 
out. 

‘We had eight teenagers 
in the team because we had 
eight missing through various 
reasons. It’s a pattern we have 
been suffering from all season.

‘It’s good for west coast shinty 
that ’Shiel are in the top division 
and we wish them all the best. In 
fact, it’s great to see them out of 
the division!’

LOCHSIDE ROVERS
are hitting top form as they 
challenge for second place in 
South Division One behind 
champions-elect Bute.

After a blistering comeback 
led by veteran Brian MacCallum 

victory over Tayforth, the 
Oban side followed up with a 
7-0 demolition of Aberdour last 
Saturday.

Lochside now play Ballachulish 
and although the match is 
scheduled to be an away game, 
the match is likely to be played 
in Oban because of renovation 
works at Jubilee Park.

Lochside co-manager David 
MacInnes said: ‘With GMA 
losing at Taynuilt we have our 
eyes on second place but we will 
need to beat Ballachulish and 
Kyles and hope Bute can beat 
GMA for us.

‘We are hitting form at the 
right time and we will have a 
few more players available than 

we did last weekend.’

half ‘annihilation’ of Aberdour, 
during which they scored six 
of their seven goals, as the 
best shinty they had played all 
season. 

The experienced David Devine 
and teenager Malcolm Clark 
both bagged hat-tricks and Brian 
MacCallum also scored. 

‘Our whole forward line from 
centre to full forward was 
dominant,’ he said.  

BALLACHULISH manager 
Willlie Sutherland said his team 
were looking forward to getting 
back into competitive action 
after a three-week lay-off.

Willie said: ‘I hope the boys 
will be looking forward to 
playing on Saturday – I know 
I’ve missed it. I’m expecting to 
have a full team and if we can 
get a result we are looking to 

TAYNUILT supporters got 
the reaction they wanted from 
their team, which recovered 
from a lacklustre defeat against 
Oban Celtic to record one of 
their best results of the season 
against Glasgow Mid Argyll.

The 5-3 scoreline at Taynuilt 
on Saturday was only GMA’s 
second defeat of the season and 
sets Taynuilt up for a potentially 
tricky tie at Kyles Athletic this 
weekend.

Taynuilt coach Fraser Inglis 
said: ‘We were very disappointed 
with the performance against 
Celtic. It was not acceptable and 
the boys knew they had to make 
up for that.

‘This league is so tight that the 
result usually depends on who 
wants the points more on the 
day. Against Celtic, they wanted 
the win more than we did, but 
last Saturday we wanted it more 
than GMA.

‘That result takes the pressure 

top four, considering we’ve had 
some good cup runs, we can 
look back on this as a successful 
season.’

Taynuilt’s scoresheet had 
two familiar names on it, with 
Stuart Scott adding to Michael 
MacQueen’s four-goal haul.



Weather
Thursday Light rain shower.
 Winds light, south, south westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 16ºC
Friday Light rain shower.
 Winds light, westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.
Weekend Sunny intervals.
Outlook Winds light, southerly.
 Temperatures 10ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, August 25, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.09 3.0 08.35 1.7 15.20 3.2 21.38    1.7
Fri  03.56 3.3 09.34 1.3 16.03 3.5         22.27   1.3
Sat  04.36 3.5 10.21 1.0 16.42       3.8       23.08     1.0
Sun  05.12 3.7 11.03 0.6 17.19       4.1       23.46     0.7
Mon  05.46 3.9 11.44 0.4 17.55 4.2 **.**     *.*
Tues  00.24 0.5 06.18 4.0 12.25 0.2 18.31     4.3
Wed  01.01 0.4 06.51 4.0 13.07 0.2 19.07     4.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

FRIDAY

13

14

8
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COACHING

SFA Level 3 course 
to be held in Oban

OBAN Saints Football 
Club in conjunction with 
the Scottish Football As-
sociation and Argyll and Bute 

Martin Rae will be holding a 
Level 3 (coaching in the game 

September. This is for coaches 
who have attained Level 1 and 

The course will be held on 
three Friday evenings 9, 16 and 
23 September.
For further details contact 

Martin Rae or Saints club 
secretary David Buchanan.

Oban Saints at 
home to Inverclyde

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints get back to league 
action this Saturday with a 
home game against old rivals 
Inverclyde.
The Oban boys will want to 

get back to winning ways after 
suffering a 1-0 away defeat to 

match of the season.
Saturday’s game will be played 

at Glen 2 with a 2pm kick-off. 
Referee in charge is Jim Litster 
from Lochgilphead.

BEN Carter and Andrew 
Chapman sailed to take the 
Gillespie Trophy at Oban 
Sailing Club last week in Ben’s 
Buzz ‘CKone’ that revelled in 
the light conditions in Oban 
Bay.

Finishing a close second was 
Ben’s sister Tierney with Jamie 
Chapman in their Laser 2 ‘Meer 
Magic’. Gordon Pollock in his 
Laser was third with Jamie 
Sinclair racing his Laser 4.7 
fourth. 

This coming weekend OSC 
keelboat sailors are looking 
forward to the annual Round 
Shuna Race run by Clyde 
Corinthian Yacht Club. The 
feeder race for the event is on 
Saturday 27th August from 
Oban and the Oban boats race 
for the Billmeir Trophy.

Gillespie trophy 
goes with a Buzz

SAILING

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Saints youth teams 
back in action

OBAN Saints youth teams 

the Dumbarton Development 
League this weekend.

Milngavie BC.

BC v Under 13s; Under 14s v 

Riverside v Under 16s. 

Gary’s Tank Commanders pictured with Dee Bradbury who 
presented them with their Tunnock’s Tea Cakes after winning the 
West Highland Yachting Week rugby tournament.

Pipped at the post
The youngsters from Oban Saints 2002 travelled to Helensburgh 
on Sunday to participate in the John McGinley Memorial 
Tournament organised by Ardencaple Football Club.  The day 
was a great success with the standard of football being very high.  
The youngsters did themselves and their club proud, winning 
two, drawing two and losing only one game to the unbeaten 
Ardencaple. All at Oban Saints 2002 would like to thank the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Fund for financing the trip.

Tea cakes ahoy!

Last gasp goal 
brings Kyles 
Macaulay glory

played for on Saturday, with 
the winner being Bobby 
Johnston with 37 points. Scott 
Jordan won the Britannia Cup 

This Saturday is the Cameron 
Trophy 1st round and the 
Presidents Prize. The second 
round of the Cameron Trophy 
will be played for on Sunday.

GOLF

Results from 
Glencruitten GC

THE annual Lions Tournament 
for Gents Ladies and Juniors 
took place on Saturday, and a 
strong breeze made conditions 

Club Captain Graham Brown 
was able to navigate his way 
to 41 pts, while Ladies Captain 
Olive Brown scored 28 for her 
win. Lewis Wilshire won the 
junior trophy with 40 pts as he 
continued his comeback from 
a broken arm earlier in the 
season. 
Lions President Ian Smith 
presented the prizes.

On Sunday the return leg 
of the Old Mull Shield match 
between Glencruitten and 
TGC took place at Oban, and 
the home side were tackling 

match. However Tobermory 
produced their best set of results 
ever away from home, and 

always gracious in defeat, but 
are no doubt desperate to turn 

island opponents.

GOLF

Lions tournament 
at Tobermory GC

TORRANCE CC, from Kirkin-
tilloch, were the visitors to an 
overcast Taynuilt on Sunday. 

This friendly marked the tes-
timonial of Oban bowler David 
Brown, who has been forced 
into retirement with a shoulder 
injury. 

Home captain Davy Hannah 
won the toss and opted to bat and 
Andrew Leach quickly raced to 
12 with a couple of trademark 
hooks before top-edging one to 
mid-off. 

When Torrance seamer De 
Brincat bowled Laycock for 17 
and trapped Debnath lbw for 
11, Carre and Jahed needed to 
steady the ship and they did just 

deep for his 27. This helped the 

After tea, Torrance found the 
disciplined bowling of Leach 

-

Finding themselves behind the 
run-rate Torrance began to take 
risks and Allan Laycock brought 
about their downfall when he 
bowled Campbell. 

Neill Belshaw was the pick of 
the Oban bowlers as Torrance 
side slumped to 44 all out.

This Saturday Oban welcome 

CRICKET

Injury forces David 
into retirement

Newtonmore stunned as late collapse allows 
Kyles Athletic to snatch dramatic cup victory

SHINTYA GOAL from Kyles’ Roddy 
MacDonald, two minutes into 
injury time at a sun-drenched 

Saturday, snatched a dramatic 
Macaulay Cup Final victory for 
the Tighnabruaich side - and left  
opponents Newtonmore shell-
shocked.

For the majority of the 90 min-
utes, Newtonmore appeared to 
hold the trump card of the only 
goal of the game - but Kyles’ 
legendary ability to produce a 

decisive.
The early stages of what was 

to prove a highly tactical battle,  
saw the north side repeatedly 
drive forward and force veteran 
Kyles’ keeper Kenny MacDon-

Kyles’ creative style but had to 
look to keeper Michael Ritchie 
as Thomas Whyte broke from 

shot which Ritchie turned off 

his shoulder and onto the post 
then, minutes later, block Peter 
Currie’s cut-in from the right 
bye-line.

Newtonmore manager Norman 
MacArthur surprised the crowd 
with an early substitution ahead 
of half-time, but he was almost 
immediately rewarded when re-
placement John MacKenzie took 
full advantage of a rare Kyles 
defensive error, a minute from 

shot high into the roof of the 
Kyles net. Before the break, an-
other error almost gifted Kyles’ 
an equaliser as Ritchie advanced 
from his goal to intercept a 
bouncing ball which evaded him, 
and full-back Norman Campbell 
dived across his own goal-line to 
effect a clearance.

The second period produced 
another tactical battle with the 

of the ball and neither forward-
line being brought into the game 
for more than sporadic periods.

The pace of the tie was begin-
ning to tell the longer the cup tie 
went on, with the younger and 

gain the upper-hand but lacking 

In the 74th minute, Grant 
Irvine broke through on Ritchie 
but a great late touch from Fraser 

of a corner before Kyles’ captain 
Duncan Kerr blazed a shot over 
the Newtonmore bar.

With the clock ticking down 
against them, the Cowal crowd 
were wondering where a goal 
was going to come from, until 

whistle, when the ‘More defence 
failed to fully deal with a mo-
ment of goalmouth pressure and 
Kerr pounced on the loose ball 

to equalise from the edge of the 

Kyles now found themselves 
in the driving seat and clear 
favourites should the cup tie go 

- but another dramatic twist saw 
the young Tighnabruaich team 
emerge as victors.

In the second minute of injury 
time, Newtonmore, who looked 
to be running on empty for the 

caught out by a quick diagonal 
switch of play which saw Roddy 
MacDonald chase the ball to the 

across the face of Ritchie’s goal 
and into the opposite corner of 
the net.

Newtonmore were left to 
contemplate what went wrong, 
while Kyles Athletic celebrated  
getting their name back on the 
Artemis Macaulay Cup after an 

Robbie MacLeod also lifted the 
Man of the Match award.

Kyles Athletic’s captain Duncan Kerr lifts the Artemis Macaulay Cup, which has eluded the club for 
the past 22 years. Picture - John MacTavish

preparations in her parents’ 
home village of Appin, mara-
thon runner Susan Partridge has 

the IAAF World Championships 
this weekend.

The former Oban High School 
pupil will compete for GB in 
the Women’s Marathon on 
Saturday.

Susan, and her German Pointer, 
Piper, have been pounding the 
forest tracks of Barcaldine and 

OBAN Sailing Club hosted the 
annual Dinghy Regatta compris-

Sunday last week, which saw 

On Saturday, Race one in Class 
one was won by Jamie Sinclair of 
Oban SC in his Laser 4.7 Wave-
length from Jamie Chapman and 
Tierney Carter of OSC in their 
Laser 2 Meer Magic.  

Class two was won by Ryan 
MacIntyre of LYC in his Topper 
Squeeky from OSC’s Sandy 
Keys and Thomas Smith in 
En Passant. In Class one Ben 

Appin in preparation for the 
event.

But with temperatures in 
Daegu, Korea soaring above the 
seasonal Argyll average, the 31-
year-old has also been training 
in an acclimatisation chamber 
at Leeds University, where she 
works part-time, spending 90-
minute sessions on a treadmill 
in 33-degree heat and 70 per 
cent humidity.

GB woman’s Argyll training
CRICKET

Carter and Andrew Chapman, 
OSC, in the Buzz CKOne, won 
race two from Meer Magic and 
Night Hawk. Class 2 was again 
won by Squeeky, from Purple 
2 and Jamie Peden and Alastair 
Murphy in the Mirror Shark.  

Sunday dawned grey and with 
lighter winds and in the third 
races Class 1 was again won by 
CKOne
in his Laser Radial Rosie.

Class 2 again saw Squeeky in 
Shark second 

Emma Thompson in the OSC 

Club Topper Glen Engineering.
CKOne won won Race four 
in Class 1 from Meer Magic,
followed by Finn Currie in his 
Laser Radial Over Easy. Ryan 
again won Class 2 from Murray 
Peden with Shark in third place.

by Rosie from CKOne and 
Class 2
MacIntyre in Squeeky, showing 

of the Scottish Topper Squad.  In 

won by Jamie Sinclair in Wave-
length, showing his ability in the 

stronger wind, followed by King 
Kong and Meer Magic.  Class 2 
gave a clean sweep of straight 

Squeeky, fol-
lowed by Shark and Purple 2.

Sandy Keys was awarded the 
Best Novice prize for his fourth 
place in Class two.

With the season soon drawing 
to a close, Oban SC dinghies 
have the last two aggregate se-
ries races this week, followed by 

from September 4 to October 9.

SAILING

Young dinghy sailors thrive in Oban’s excellent conditions 

OT
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