
Established 1861  No 8315 Thursday 11 August, 2016 www.obantimes.co.uk 85 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

TIMESLINE

Fears raised for Oban care home
EADER Glinn, north Argyll’s only 
authority-led nursing and care home, is 
‘on a list’ for ‘discussions’ in regard to its 
future.

The news comes as the newly-formed 
NHS Highland and Argyll and Bute 
Council Integrated Joint Board for 
health and social care (IJB) decided to 
close two identically-run homes on Bute 
and in Dunoon.

Previous attempts by Argyll and Bute 
Council to close Eader Glinn were 
opposed by the community.

According to Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell, the recent closures in 
the south of Argyll held ‘flawed consul-

tations’ and made decisions on stopping 
services at the homes long before the 
process had finished.

Mr Russell has criticised the new-
ly-formed board saying the public has 
lost faith already and will not place its 
trust in the IJB.

He said: ‘Last Tuesday a member of 
[NHS Highland] staff admitted that 
the consultation process announced 
regarding these closures was a sham 
and confirmed that the decision to close 
had been made on June 22 before the 
process was even announced.’

In early July, The Oban Times asked 
for a copy of the minutes of the June 
IJB meeting. The newspaper was told 
minutes would not be available until 
August and was therefore unable to 

verify rumours on the closure decision. 
Mr Russell continued: ‘It is utterly 
unacceptable for an accountable public 
body to behave in this way. Consultation 
does not mean attempting to perpetrate 
a confidence trick on the community by 
using warm words to cover up actions 
which are strongly opposed by those to 
whom the body is accountable.

‘The IJB has got off to a very bad start 
and it bodes very ill for the delivery of 
vital health and community care servic-
es in our area.’

Mr Russell also demanded that the IJB 
‘undertake a review to ensure that your 
governance is radically improved and 
confirm that there will be no repetition 
of such actions’.

An NHS Highland spokesman on 

behalf of the IJB, said in response: ‘The 
partnership is transforming services 
to meet the changing needs of commu-
nities across Argyll and Bute and we 
must also operate within the budget that 
is available.  

‘We are working closely with service 
users, carers, staff and stakeholders 
so that we can continue to provide 
effective, safe, sustainable and patient- 
focused services.’

IJB incoming chairman Councillor 
Kieron Green said: ‘Consultation with 
service users, staff and communities is 
vital if we are to meet the needs of the 
people of Argyll and Bute.

‘I will continue to look carefully at the 
current redesigning of services. I cannot 
alter decisions already made, but it is im-

portant any changes being made reflect 
all the information available. Steps must 
be taken now to ensure the public has 
the opportunity to comment on future 
proposals at the earliest possible stage.

‘Allowing people to receive the care 
they need in their own homes is a key 
priority nationally.

‘However, for some, residential care 
will still be the best option. 

‘In Oban, our staff at Eader Glinn 
care home are doing fantastic work, 
but I would welcome suggestions for 
addressing the shortcomings of the 
existing buildings.’

Should Eader Glinn be closed? Stay 
connected by joining the conversation 
on The Oban Times’ Facebook page.

Reader comment on IJB on page 3.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Pipe 
band 
have a 
point...
IT WAS a great day in Bunes-
san last weekend as, despite 
the weather, the community 
came out in force to support 
and enjoy the delights of the 
annual show.

Mull and Iona Pipe Band 
were in � ne form, o� ering 
� rst-class musical entertain-
ment as well as adding a bit of 
humour to proceedings. 

For a report on the day’s 
events and more photo-
graphs, turn to page 14.

Boost for Oban 
businesses

Fallen tree delays 
Sunday trains

Roadworks

A NEW event to support Argyll 
and Bute’s business community 
and encourage enterprise was 
announced last week. 

Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise has teamed up with Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Business 
Gateway to host the � rst Argyll 
Enterprise Week, in Oban, from 
October 31 to November 4. 

To � nd out more turn to page 
12.

A TREE fell and landed on the 
train tracks between Connel 
Ferry and Oban last Sunday, 
causing three trains to be 
delayed.

Part of the tree became 
stuck under the 8.08am train 
from Edinbrugh to Oban but 
no passengers were injured 
and the tree was cleared.

The obstruction also af-
fected the Glasgow to Oban 
service, with the train being 
held in Taynuilt for approxi-
mately 45 minutes. 

The 12.11pm Oban to Glas-
gow service was also delayed 
as it was held in Oban until 
the track was cleared.

THE A816 between Kintraw 
Farm and Salachery is to close 
each night from Monday Au-
gust 29 to Friday September 2 
for essential maintenance work 
to be carried out.

A diversion will be put in 
place via the A819 Dalmally to 
Inveraray road. 

TOWN centre improvement 
works in Oban are still 
ongoing, almost six weeks 
after they were due to be 
completed, writes Louise Glen.

As yet, there is no final date 
for completion of the works, 
but it is understood it is likely 
to be within weeks – rather 
than into the autumn.

When asked for a completion 
date, a spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Station 
Square is nearing completion, 
subject to good weather.

‘After this, the scheme will 

be substantially complete, with 
just some smaller works, such 
as planters, to complete.’

In a statement about the 
improvement works, he 
continued: ‘We are now 
entering the final phase of the 
project. Progress this week 
has been good, despite poor 
weather. 

‘The majority of work 
has been focused on the 
installation of the new lighting 
columns and infilling paving 
around new cable pillars and 
lighting columns. 

‘As a result of this, work we 
have been able to remove more 
barriers and fully open the 
pavements in most areas.

‘Work on the planters has 
also progressed in advance 
of the new slating wall going 
ahead next week.

‘Painting work to the 
north pier road bollards has 
continued on site while shot-
blasting and painting of the 
sea wall lighting standards off 
site has also been completed.

‘Land Engineering has been 
unable to lay the resin bound 

material in Station Square 
due to the weather conditions,  
however, we are confident 
with better weather forecast 
next week these works will get 
under way.’

The works are part of a 
multi-million pound scheme 
to enhance the sea front in 
Oban. It has included the 
pedestrianisation of Stafford 
Street and will also see 
improvements to the North 
Pier and the formation of 
pontoons in Oban Bay, to the 
north of the pier. 

Town centre work ongoing due to 
weather but completion in sight

Saturday 20th August 2016
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BUSINESS NEWS
New venture hopes to connect people across Argyll

Angus takes top 
piper title
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MULL lines
Play park lands 
cash windfall
TOBERMORY’S play park com-
mittee is celebrating after landing a 
cash windfall.

The play park appeal has been 
given £23,300 from SITA Trust plus 
£9,300 from Scottish Sea Farms.

The aim of the project is to 
rejuvenate the current play park 
in Tobermory to inspire children 
and encourage healthier lifestyles 
through outdoor exercise and social 
inclusion. 

The committee says the funding 
will help transform the area into 
a valuable, well-used community 
asset.

Marion MacLean, chairwoman of 
Tobermory play park committee, 
said: ‘I can’t tell you how delighted 
we are to receive this funding from 
SITA Trust, which means we have 
reached our project target. The new 
play park will be installed for the 
October holidays, which will please 
the local children.’

Marianne Ivin, of the SITA Trust, 
added: ‘This project is a wonderful 
story of community spirit and deter-
mination. To hear the children didn’t 
have a suitable play park to call their 
own and were taking day trips to 
further away play areas was a real 
demonstration of need. We hope the 
funding will create a play park that 
the children are excited to use and 
one where they don’t need to pack a 
lunch to attend.’

John McCrae of Scottish Sea 
Farms, said: ‘This fantastic com-
munity play area is going to be the 
envy of many a town.  The children 
and families in the area are going to 
create such happy memories playing 
here. 

‘We are really pleased /we were 
involved at the start and have now 

helped to complete this amazing 
project.’

The SITA Trust provides grants 
through the Scottish Landfill Com-
munities Fund, a source of funding 
which came into effect in April 2015. 
The scheme is linked to the Scottish 
Landfill Tax and encourages landfill 
site operators to provide contribu-
tions to approved bodies who can 
then pass the funds onto community 
and environmental projects.

Four decades of 
dedication to island
MIKE Beckett, 66, from Tobermo-
ry, is retiring from his role as BT 
Openreach engineer on the island 
after nearly 42 years. 

Mr Beckett has seen many changes 
since he started as an apprentice in 
Glasgow in 1974, from the roll-out of 
digital exchanges to arrival of super-
fast broadband earlier this year.

Mr Beckett started his working life 
as an apprentice architect but decid-
ed engineering appealed more. He 

met his wife, Heather, in Glasgow 
in 1978. Born on Mull, Heather was 
studying in Glasgow. 

Spotting an advert in The Oban 
Times to replace a retiring engineer 
on the island, Mr Beckett applied 
and the couple moved to Mull in 
1986. 

They have three children, two of 
whom are now in Glasgow with the 
third still with them in Tobermory. 
They also have two grandchildren in 
Glasgow.

Mr Beckett has played a vital 
role in his community for 30 years, 
keeping homes and businesses 
connected, often working in poor 
weather conditions and on his own. 

He’s even helped reconnect celeb-
rities who regularly visit the island.

He recalled: ‘On a dark winter 
night I arrived at a customer’s home 
with a faulty phone and was invited 
in for tea and food. It was only 
afterwards I realised it was the rock 
star Phil Collins, who had a holiday 
home at Pennyghael.

‘I’ve travelled to many islands 
around Scotland, including Coll, 
Tiree, Colonsay, Gometrra and 

Ulva. It’s been great working here. 
Every day is different. The technol-
ogy’s changed so much from when I 
first started out. It’s been exciting to 
see the subsea cables come ashore 
and this year connecting customers 
to superfast broadband speeds. 
People love it.’

Mr Beckett is looking forward to 
spending more time with his family 
and in his garden but doesn’t think 
he’ll entirely escape his old role.

‘When you are on an island, things 
work a bit differently. 

‘I’ve had people call my house, 
visit my home and grab me in the 
pub to talk about their phone and 
broadband. 

‘But I’ve got to work in one of the 
most beautiful places in the world. 
When you’re up a telegraph pole and 
looking across the sea, who could 
ask for more?’

Fraser Rowberry, general manager 
of Openreach Scotland, said: ‘Mike 
has played an important role in the 
lives of people on Mull, and the 
surrounding area for many years.’

Local man Douglas Malcolm is 
taking over from Mike.

Pensioner says 
expenses could 
save hospital 
beds in Oban
AN 87-YEAR-OLD woman 
from Mull has spoken of her 
anger at the amount of money 
that was spent on travel ex-
penses while her late husband 
was ill, writes David McPhee.

On several occasions Alison 
Bartholomew and her husband 
had to travel 30 miles to the 
ferry terminal on Mull before 
making the onward trip to 
either Glasgow or Edinburgh.

She said: ‘I think it probably 
goes into four figures. It’s 
utterly shocking to think this 
money could be saving [hospi-
tal] beds in Oban.’

Mrs Bartholomew’s husband 
John was diagnosed with a 
leaky heart valve, but she said 
it took nearly two months for 
him to see anyone in the cardi-
ac department after he had all 
the appropriate x-rays.

When they thought they 
were going to receive a date 
to operate, they received a 
letter saying he required three 
additional appointments, each 
of which turned out to be a 
month apart, in three different 
Glasgow hospitals.

Mrs Bartholomew said: ‘The 
final insult was the surgery 
would finally be carried out 
in an Edinburgh hospital. It’s 
staggering and what annoys 
me is I’m just one person and 
I live on Mull. What about 
people who live on Barra or 
Coll or Tiree? Their expenses 
are even higher and in their 
case they often have to be 
flown out.

‘Unfortunately my husband 
died four days before the 
planned operation, which he 
only got because he went to 
the top and said this is absurd.

‘Our son had a similar 
operation and they operated 
within 24 hours, so I’m not 
only unimpressed, I’m also 
very distressed at having lost 
my husband.’

However, Mrs Bartholomew 
is not critical of NHS staff. 

Her criticisms lie with how the 
funds are being distributed. 

She said: ‘I had a stoke in 
the middle of a Sunday night 
in February and I was brought 
over in the lifeboat and they 
[the staff] saved my life. They 
were kindness itself to both my 
husband and myself. 

‘I could see how stressed they 
were and overworked, but they 
never complained; they were 
always cheery and were always 
kind and above all they were 
always extremely efficient.

‘The matter is so serious 
now with the mismanagement 
of NHS funds that I thought 
I really had to report it when 
it comes to closing yet more 
of our beds in Lorn and the 
Islands [hospital].’

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘As a recently appointed 
member of the Mull locality 
group, this was one of the main 
reasons I asked to go on to the 
group – to make sure that one 
size doesn’t fit all. We have to 
make sure that the rural area 
and our islands receive first-
class medical care as I would 
expect with all patients.

‘The locality planning groups 
are invaluable to find local 
solutions to local problems.’

A spokeswoman for NHS 
Highland said: ‘We are sorry 
to hear of her concerns and 
would encourage her to get 
in touch with us directly so 
we can look into these and 
investigate formally.

‘Wherever it is safe and sus-
tainable to do so, NHS High-
land endeavours to provide 
appropriate services as close 
to communities as possible - 
within rural general hospitals, 
community hospitals and 
primary care services.

‘Specialist services will be 
provided from the larger 
teaching hospitals and in 
these circumstances, travel 
assistance is provided.’

Council rejects island bid 
to control its pier fi nances
A COMMUNITY group on 
Mull has been knocked back in 
its attempt to take control of its 
own pier after Argyll and Bute 
Council officers said it was not 
for sale.

However, Mull Community 
Council has agreed to discuss 
the matter at its next meeting 
to find out if it might be able 
to make a strong case for the 
purchase of Craignure Pier, 
which could bring more than 

£1.5 million into the island’s 
economy through pier fees.

It had hoped that, under Scot-
tish Government legislation, the 
community could take control 
of the asset, something the com-
munity council believes is being 
poorly maintained by the local 
authority. 

But a spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Com-
munity right to buy provides 
the opportunity for community 
bodies to buy land once it is 
offered for sale. 

‘Craignure Pier is not currently 

considered to be a surplus 
asset and is therefore not being 
offered for sale. 

‘The council has made a sig-
nificant investment in the main-
tenance and operation of the 
pier over the years, including 
recent work in partnership with 
Transport Scotland, CalMac 
and the local community to en-
sure the road equivalent tariff 
(RET) and subsequent addi-
tional vessel, the MV Coruisk, 
were delivered smoothly. 

‘The island is now reaping the 
economic benefit that comes 

with enhanced ferry connec-
tivity, with more and more 
people visiting.

‘Going forward, to align with 
the Scottish Government’s 
vessel replacement strategy, 
which could see larger vessels 
deployed, it is likely the pier will 
require significant capital in-
vestment which will bring with 
it an increased maintenance 
burden. 

‘Public bodies would be best 
placed to make this investment 
to ensure the lifeline ferry 
service is secured in the years 

to come. We run the pier for the 
benefit of the local community, 
ensuring it keeps the island 
connected to the mainland. 

‘Our piers and harbours are vi-
tal parts of the area’s transport 
infrastructure. 

‘We are pleased the commu-
nity council’s aspirations for 
Craignure Pier are equal to our 
own. 

‘We have written to the 
community council and would 
be happy to have a discussion 
with them and the wider Mull 
community.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TWELVE teams took part in the first  
Salen pram race which raised £500 to 
help children attend this year’s Mòd.

Before last month’s race started, 
teams were judged on their attire, with 
the brother and sister team of Karis and 
Bailey Brown winning the junior cate-
gory with their ‘Baby on Board’ entry.

Kate MacRae and Gemma Paterson 
won the adult prize with their take on 
‘Salen Super Heroes’.

Iain Ralston and his passenger Alexan-
der Quinn were first juniors past the post 
with an impressive time of 9.35 minutes, 
closely followed by Camrie MacInnes 
and Evie Kellett in second place. 

Fiona Cherry and Lee Paterson Proud 
won the hotly-contested adult race, 
which saw a sprint start from Laura He-
witt and Carol Paterson ending in some 
grazed elbows, with a time of 15.25 

minutes. Alasdair Whyte, John Arch-
bold and Graham Renton entertained 
with music while the crowd browsed the 
tombola, ‘Deal or no Deal’, treasure 
map and raffle stalls. 

Jim Baron was also on hand with 
the ice-cream van to keep youngsters 
refreshed, especially after a shot on the 
bouncy castle.

A spokeswoman for the committee 
said: ‘We would like to thank all the 
participants, supporters, marshals, 
helpers and everyone who came along 
to make the day a success. 

‘We would like to give a special thanks 
to Claire and Gerry Ralston at Salen 
Hotel for their hospitality and generous 
donation.

‘A total of £500 was raised which will 
help island children attend the National 
Mòd in Stornoway in October.’

Fancy that! Pram race raises £500 to get youngsters to Mòd

The teams get ready to start. Below right, Karis and 
Bailey won the junior fancy dress competition while, 
below, Gemma and Kate won the adult fancy dress.

Excited children in Tobermory are soon to have a new play park. 
Picture: Ewan Baxter

Mike Beckett.

A WEEKLY writing work-
shop is to start every Tuesday 
at Oban’s Hope Kitchen.

The one-hour class will 
begin on August 16 at 3pm and 
everyone is welcome.

‘Come here to scribble from 

the head to build ideas into 
things’ is how the course is 
described on posters.

For more information call 
Jamie on 07754 825215 or 
email horse_14@hotmail.
co.uk.

Writing workshop
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A CONNEL woman has been 
left distraught after a planning 
mistake led to a house being 
built too close to her property.

Ann Colhart’s 28msq exten-
sion, which has been there for 
14 years, wasn’t included in 
the plans and has resulted in a 
house being built nine metres 
away from her property, when 
guidelines state it must be at 
least 18.

The 71-year-old, who has lived 
in her home for 32 years, first 
became aware of the problem 
as plots three and four of the 
development to expand the 
village progressed.

Mrs Colhart contacted the 
planners at the beginning of 
May and work was halted as a 
solution was sought.

Mrs Colhart said: ‘It’s been 
very stressful and my privacy 
has been invaded. Everyone 
who walks in says that it [the 
nearest house] has to be taken 
down. People from the village 
come up to look at it and say 
this can’t be allowed.

‘We never had neighbour no-
tifications about it and, even if 

we had, I wouldn’t have known 
about distance guidelines.’

Mrs Colhart now avoids being 
in her extension because, when 
she enters, she is forced to look 
at the housing development.

‘It’s so overpowering,’ she 
said. 

‘This was the hub of the house. 
We would have meetings here 
and socialise, but now people 
are all so busy looking at that 
development; they just can’t 

believe or accept it.
‘It could have been very at-

tractive and it gets me in such 
a state. 

‘It should not be allowed. The 
most annoying bit is they keep 
trying to whitewash it and hope 
we will go away.

‘I have told them from the 
start the solution is to take it 
down. Their [the council’s] 
guidelines, which they say they 
enforce firmly, are being ne-

glected. They did not show the 
extension, which has been here 
for 14 years. 

‘If that had been picked up at 
the beginning, we would not be 
sitting here discussing it now.

‘They are both at fault: the 
planners and the developers. 
Part of a solution included 
a wall and a hedge and we 
thought that was another ap-
palling suggestion. 

‘I feel sorry for the people who 
would be moving in.’

A spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘The 
developer obtained planning 
permission in 2014. 

‘In assessing the application, 
a full site assessment was not 
undertaken.

‘We would like to take this 
opportunity to apologise for 
this unfortunate situation and 
for any distress caused.

‘It is not possible to say with 
any certainty whether, had the 
proximity issue been high-
lighted, planning permission 
would have been granted, with 
conditions, or not.

‘The planning permission is 
valid. We accept we have fallen 
short of our own standards, 
as established in our local 

development plan, and we want 
to provide a remedy that is 
acceptable to all parties.

‘Nothing has been decided. A 
number of options are currently 
being considered, with a report 
set to go to the council’s plan-
ning, protective services and 
licensing committee in early 
course.

‘It would not be appropriate to 
go into any details on options at 
this time, given that they have a 
direct impact on third parties.

‘We will be keeping in touch 
with the complainant and the 
developer as this matter pro-
gresses.’

Councillor Kieron Green, for 
Oban and Lorn, said: ‘Having 
visited and seen the properties 
affected, I fully understand the 
concerns that have been raised.

‘It would be helpful if all those 
involved in the decision-making 
process now could also view the 
site first hand to appreciate the 
severe and lasting impact of 
having two houses this close. 

‘I know our planning de-
partment has admitted short-
comings which have led to this 
situation and I hope lessons 
can be learned to avoid this 
happening again.’
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House problem too close 
to home for Connel OAP
DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Mrs Colhart stands in front of the development near her home in 
Connel. 17_t32planning02.

Island hotel hit 
by malware

Public welcome 
to NHS review

POLICE on the isle of Lewis 
are investigating a complaint 
from the owners of an island 
hotel who discovered ma-
licious software hidden  on 
their computer system. 

The software is designed to 
covertly capture data from a 
computer system which can 
then be accessed by a third 
party. This includes remote 
access through email. 

On this occasion the soft-
ware was identi� ed prior to 
any data being accessed. 

Police are advising internet 
users that if they notice any 
unusual activity on their 
computer, they should con-
tact Police Scotland on 101 to 
report it.

NHS HIGHLAND’S annual re-
view  is to be held on Tuesday 
August 16 in Inverness,  with 
the minister for mental health, 
Maureen Watt, in attendance.

The open session will be 
held at Inverness College UHI.

Members of the public can 
attend and ask questions at 
the open session, which starts 
at 2pm.

David Alston, chairman of 
NHS Highland, said: ‘I would 
be delighted if members of the 
public took the opportunity to 
join us for the public session.’

Further details are available-
on the NHS Highland website.

Taynuilt residents divided over 
concerns about wild camping
CAMPERS around Loch 
Etive are causing ‘nuisance, 
rubbish and are breaking all 
the rules’, according to some 
residents, writes Louise Glen.

But others say nothing can be 
done to stop people parking in 
the pier area overnight and the 
village of Taynuilt should be 
working to befriend them.

Over the past few weeks 
people in Taynuilt have seen a 
marked increase in the number 
of camper cans, caravans and 
tents appearing on the loch 
side and the road towards the 
pier.

Resident Margaret McLellan 
said: ‘I thought there was no 
overnight parking permitted 
at the far away pier. For at least 
two nights now there has been 
a couple of caravans parked 
there. The ‘No overnight 
parking’ sign has somehow 
been turned around facing 
toward the river.’

 A person who stopped The 
Oban Times reporter when 
they were on the scene said the 
campers caused: ‘nuisance, 
rubbish and are breaking all 
the rules’. She did not want to 
give her name. 

A statement from Taynuilt 
Community Council said: 
‘Over the last few years 
the number of complaints 
received by Taynuilt 
Community Council (TCC) 

regarding issues surrounding 
those staying overnight in 
the vicinity of Taynuilt Pier 
and the foreshore between 
Taynuilt Pier and Kelly’s Pier 
has risen considerably.

‘Vehicles such as camper 
vans parking on private land 

can only be moved on by 
the police if a complaint is 
received from the landowner 
and the vehicle owner must be 
given days to move the vehicle. 

‘Different officers have 
quoted different timescales 
and camper van owners know 

this. The Scottish Access 
Code gives people the right to 
camp in tents, but only if that 
right is exercised responsibly. 

‘Signs can only give 
instructions or information. 

‘Enforcement, where 
appropriate, is the 
responsibility of other 
authorities who generally 
require complaints to act.

‘Complaints, in the main, 
continue to be made to the 
community council or on 
Facebook. 

‘Occasional responsible use 
by a campervan or campers has 
never been the issue, however, 
it is intimidating for visitors 
and locals when encampments 
are set up with carpets, tables, 
chairs, washing lines and 
generators.

‘The campervans and 
caravan owners in effect claim 
the space for themselves and 
casual visitors and locals 
report moving on as they are 
made to feel uncomfortable.

‘TCC is willing to continue 
to try to address this problem 
but is currently consulting with 
residents to seek concerns and 
views on how to proceed.

‘Constructive input from 
visitors and campervan/
caravan owners is also 
welcome.’

Police say they are aware of 
the issues.

Call for 
inter-island 
service to be 
reinstated 
INTER-ISLAND air services 
are a critical part of Scotland’s 
transport network and must be 
restored, said Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar MP Angus MacNeil.

Mr MacNeil is calling for the 
budget for inter-island flights 
to be returned to the Scottish 
Government to safeguard 
future services for island com-
munities.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has appointed consultants, at 
a cost of more than £10,000, 
to look at whether they should 
reinstate the Stornoway to 
Benbecula air service to five 
days a week, a service which 
was reduced to three days 
because of cost-cutting in 2013.

Mr MacNeil said not only 
should the Stornoway to 
Benbecula service be extended 
from three days to five, but that 
the link between Benbecula 
and Barra should also resume.

He said: ‘Inter-island air 
services are a critical part of 
Scotland’s transport network. 
The comhairle cut this service 
to save money and made no ef-
fort to mitigate this vandalism 
of the transport service. 

‘Those having to travel 
through the islands for hospital 
appointments now face a long 
and disconnected journey 
where bus and ferry services 
do not flow. Because of the 
lack of inter-island flights, on 
some days it is currently faster 
to get to Edinburgh, London or 
Brussels than from one end of 
the Hebrides to the other.’

Mr MacNeil added: ‘Even 
if after spending thousands 
on a consultation flights are 
reinstated, there can be no 
assurance the council will not 
cut them again. 

‘That’s why the service would 
be more secure if the budget 
was returned to the Scottish 
Government.’

Concerns have been raised with Taynuilt Community Council 
about people camping at the pier, despite council signs.

FINDING a manager to lead the 
Lorn Arc Project in Oban has be-
come more difficult than anyone 
looking at the £40,000-a-year job 
would have thought.

The vacancy advertised in April 
failed to be filled and Argyll and 
Bute Council is now making a 

second attempt to employ some-
one for the Oban-based role. 

The job includes spending 
more than £18 million of cash on 
various projects throughout the 
area, including developing town 
centre projects and the extension 
to Oban’s North Pier.

Council forced to re-advertise 
for Lorn Arc project manager

HAVE YOUR SAY on the Integrated Joint Board

 
Shirley Nicolson, Lochgilp-
head, knew what the IJB was 
and thought that ‘them being 
together makes less room for a 
loss in communication’.

She said: ‘I’d say the biggest 
issue at the moment is not hav-
ing enough speciality nurses, if 
any.

‘It’s not fair making elderly 
people travel to Glasgow to 
see a speciality nurse. There 
should be more employed 
here, maybe even a clinic.’

 

Fiona Wallace, Lochgilphead, 
said: ‘In principle the idea 
works, but I think in practice it 
is going to take longer and be 
more complex than anticipated.

‘I can honestly say I have had 
no issues, no negative experi-
ences with the current system.’

 

Patricia Watkins from Loch-
gilphead didn’t know about 
the IJB, but thought it was a 
good idea to get folks together.

She said: ‘If they are all under 
one roof they’ll probably be 
able to communicate better.

‘Waiting times are probably 
the biggest issue for me. You 
get good treatment but you 
could book in at the doctor and 
wait 35 minutes before they 
see you. You could be in the 
hospital at 10 and not be seen 
until 11. Just the delays really.

‘I can’t really complain.’

Avril Lockhart from Mid Ar-
gyll didn’t know what the IJB 
was. She said: ‘Hopefully they’ll 
be able to co-ordinate services 
better. Having worked in social 
services, I know what it’s like.

‘Hopefully they’ll be able to 
manage spending budgets 
better if they’re working to-
gether.

‘I’d say the main issue is lack 
of funding. There’s not enough 
services for the people that 
need them.’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE INTEGRATED Joint Board 
(IJB) of NHS Highland and Argyll 
and Bute Council has come into 

sharp focus this week after it 
made a decision to close down 
two nursing homes in Argyll.

But do people really know 
what it is? Niamh Adams McGilp 

took to the streets of Lochgilp-
head to � nd out if people were 
aware of the changes.

Asking whether people were 
aware of the what the IJB was 

and what they thought of it, 
Niamh also asked people what 
they thought was the biggest 
concern facing health at pres-
ent. This is what they told us.

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Furry friends are icing on 
the cake at power station
SCOTLAND’S hollow moun-
tain power station is used to 
welcoming thousands of visitors 
a year, but not normally those of 
the furry kind.

One of the rarest mammals in 
Britain, a family of four friendly 
pine martens, have made them-
selves at home at Cruachan, on 
the banks of Loch Awe.

Dubbed the Cruachan critters, 
the group has been delighting 
tourists this summer and 
charming the staff of Scottish-
Power’s visitor centre with their 
gallus antics.

Built more than 50 years ago, 
Cruachan power station is 
located inside Ben Cruachan.

But it’s the Hollow Mountain 
café – and its tasty homemade 
treats – that has instead cap-
tured the attention of the cat-
sized clan.

With fruit and nuts, and the 
odd sweet treat, the pine mar-
tens enjoy a feast of leftovers – 
topped up by stolen treats from 
the outdoor picnic tables.

Cafe assistant Shona McLeman 
said: ‘There have been a few 
sightings over the years but this 

family in particular seem well and 
truly settled in now. The adults 
had their babies down by the loch 
and run up daily to collect food 
for them and take it down to their 
den, before returning to eat more 
themselves.

‘We do put out leftovers for 
them on the patio but have had 

to warn visitors sitting outside 
to be on their guard as it’s not 
unheard of for them to sneak up 
and pinch food from their plates 
if they’re not keeping a close eye 
on their lunch.

‘It all started because we 
caught them breaking into the 
bins to make off with the lefto-

ver jam portions, so we started 
leaving out food instead. They 
got so gallus they were pilfering 
seeds from the bird table and 
we’ve had to put a sign up warn-
ing visitors not to leave their 
food unattended.

‘We make sure there are fruit 
and nuts on offer for them but 

cakes – or anything with jam 
– is what they come for most. 
They’re wee gannets.’

It’s believed the family have 
their den on the banks of pictur-
esque Loch Awe. The plucky pine 
martens have even tried out Scot-
tishPower’s tour bus – hopping on 
board as it got ready to depart for 
its regular trip inside the hollow 
mountain to the surprise of wait-
ing tourists.

Shona added: ‘They’ve been 
on the bus a few times now, 
but we can’t take pine martens 
inside the mountain. The best 
way to get them off is with a trail 
of cake crumbs. That always 
does the trick. You can’t fault 
their curiosity but visitors to the 
power station can definitely get 
some unexpected photo oppor-
tunities.’

Anne Mikula, Cruachan visi-
tor centre manager, added: ‘The 
pine martens are firm favourites 
with staff and visitors. We’re 
keen to look after our local 
wildlife and, with pine martens 
protected, we want to do our bit 
to secure their future. Shona is 
their favourite member of the 
team though and when she’s out 
with her tray, they know to come 
for a treat or two.’

Going, going gone: the pine martens love the cake from Shona McLeman, inset.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Children 
are given 
free fruit

Councillor 
to face 
public 
hearing

TESCO is to offer children free 
fruit while their parents are 
shopping in store.

The initiative is being launched 
in stores across the UK and is 
aimed at creating healthy eating 
habits among youngsters.

It is hoped these habits will 
stay with them as they grow up 
and that the initiative will make 
it easier for children to get the 
fruit and vegetables they need.

The government recommends 
children – and adults – eat at 
least five portions of fruit and 
vegetables each day. 

However, research shows that 
only 10 per cent of boys and 
seven per cent of girls aged 
between 11 and 18 meet this 
recommendation.

Participating stores will have 
a selection of fruit, including 
apples, oranges and bananas, for 
parents to give to their children.

The move comes after Maria 
Simpson, a Tesco checkout 
colleague, suggested giving free 
fruit to parents for their children 
to eat during shopping trips as 
an alternative to sweets.

The idea was taken up by the 
store and was so well received by 
customers that Tesco decided to 
trial the initiative in Scotland.

Matt Davies, Tesco chief exec-
utive officer for UK and Ireland, 
said: ‘We’re Britain’s biggest 
greengrocer, so we want to make 
it easier for parents to get their 
children eating more healthily.’

A HEARING to listen to 
complaints from senior council 
officers about the behaviour of 
an Argyll councillor will take 
place in Kilmory.

Former Argyll College chief 
executive Councillor Michael 
Breslin was reported to the 
committee for Standards in 
Public Life last year by three 
senior officials.

The nature of the complaint 
has never been in the public 
domain. 

Following a long investigation 
by the commissioner, Councillor 
Michael Breslin revealed he was 
about to be ‘tried for his actions’.

Councillor Breslin said: 
‘The Standards Commissioner 
intends to proceed to a public 
hearing on the complaint against 
me, the details of which I cannot 
make public. 

‘Despite asking for it to be 
in Dunoon, on the basis that 
this would attract more public 
interest, they have decided on 
Kilmory on September 20, 21 
and 22.

‘They appear to think our 
newly refurbished pier buildings 
are not appropriate for some 
reason.’

The Standards Commissioner 
declined to comment on the 
situation.

Public to 
map their 
own future

As one door 
closes...

COMMUNITIES across Scot-
land will have the chance to map 
out the future of their towns 
with design experts.

The Scottish Government is 
launching two funds to allow 
people to have a direct role in 
making their towns and villages 
better places to live.

Funding of £300,000 is avail-
able across two grant schemes 
– the Design Charrettes 
programme and the Activating 
Ideas Fund.

Charrettes bring together 
the public, stakeholders and 
designers over a number of days 
to draw up viable proposals, 
while the Activating Ideas fund 
will support participation and 
empowerment initiatives in 
disadvantaged areas.

CONSERVATIVE list MSP 
Donald Cameron has chosen to 
open his constituency office in 
Oban – the same week the SNP 
closed the doors of its office.

The SNP office on the site of 
the former Top Lady outfit shop 
on Soroba Road had been in the 
town for 16 years when it closed 
last week.

Mr Cameron has not yet given 
details on the location of his 
constituency office but it is 
understood he will be taking up 
residence during September.

Mr Cameron is a lawyer and 
crofter from Lochaber and was 
elected in May during the Holy-
rood parliamentary election.

VOLUNTEERS and trustees of 
the Scottish Slate Islands Heritage 
Trust recently attended a reception 
to honour a local benefactor.

The Slate Islands visitor centre in 
Ellenabeich, Easdale, created by vol-
unteers 16 years ago, has evolved and 
developed. Managed and run entirely 
by volunteers, it has introduced the 
islands, their people and their history 
to more than 100,000 visitors from all 
over the world.

The little white building, a former 
cottage, has been the focus and 
the inspiration at the heart of the 
trust. The premises were occupied 
in 2000, at an affordable rent, with 
encouragement from owner Isobelle 
Smith.

After a couple of years, the trust 
received an offer from the owner to 

sell the building at a very reasonable 
price, to be paid in instalments of 
such uncommercial proportions 
that they were affordable, even for a 
still-fledgling trust.

Improvements to the collections, 
and rising visitor numbers ensured 
the instalments were met. Now the 
final payment has been made and 
the Scottish Slate Islands Trust is the 
proud owner of its own building. The 
trustees arranged a short ceremony 
to thank Isobelle in person.

In introducing the guest of honour, 
trust chairman Michael Shaw spoke 
of Isobelle and of her family’s local 
significance.

The Smith family has been central 
to the commercial and agricultural 
life of Seil island for more than 100 
years. In the 1950s, Isobelle’s father, 

Ian Smith, had the Balvicar store. 
Mr Smith deployed his skills and his 
humour in the shop, on his farm, or 
working with the van and the lorry 
with which he transported stores, 
coal and livestock. Deliveries were 
made to the mainland, to Luing and, 
via Blackmill Bay, to Scarba.

In Ellenabeich, Isobelle’s uncle, 
Billy Smith, ran the bus company 
and the petrol pump. His wife was 
a sister of Mr Brown, the baker, 
thus uniting the Smith/Brown com-
mercial connection to include the 
Ellenabeich shop, the bakery and 
the tearoom.

Many years before, an earlier Mr 
Smith was engineer in the slate quarry 
and it was also a Smith who had driven 
the first motor lorry into the village.

Isobelle, a professional artist, is a 

staunch friend and supporter of sus-
tainable and sensible conservation. 
She has long been interested in local 
history and her family has long been 
the stuff of that history.

The Scottish Slate Islands Herit-
age Trust and everyone who loves 
the islands owe Isobelle a debt of 
gratitude. In recognition, a plaque 
is fixed to the wall of the Slate Is-
lands Centre: the building acquired 
through her generosity.

Mary Withall, Easdale Island 
author and a founding trustee, 
presented Isobelle with a house 
plant. In reply to the presentation, 
Isobelle expressed her satisfaction 
that the local history was being so 
well preserved and her thanks to all 
the trustees and volunteers who were 
responsible for the centre.

Slate Island trust honours generous benefactor Isobelle

Trustees and volunteers 
from the Scottish Slate 

Islands Trust thank Isobelle 
Smith for her generosity.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

WORK to upgrade ferry berthing for the 
island of Kerrera has been completed.

The improvements, which began in 
January 2016, include an extension of 
the slipways at Kerrera and Gallanach 
and construction of a new breakwater, 
which will improve the resilience of the 
ferry service in poor weather and remove 
the previous restrictions on freight and 
deliveries caused by low tides. 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited 
(CMAL), which owns ferries and 26 
ports and harbours on the west coast of 
Scotland and Clyde Estuary, worked in 
partnership with the local community to 
agree plans for the upgrade. 

The consultation led to a change in the 
breakwater design from large boulders 
to a structure where a lifeboat can moor 
alongside to allow medical evacuation. 

‘This will significantly reduce response 
time, potentially saving lives.

Minister for Transport and the Islands 
Humza Yousaf said: ‘I am very pleased to 
see the work at Kerrera is now complete 
and the community can start to reap the 

benefits of the upgraded berthing facili-
ties.

‘The new breakwater and extended 
slipways will lessen the impact of difficult 
weather conditions and remove tidal re-
strictions, improving ferry resilience and 
allowing a better flow of vessels on the 

route. I recently visited the works myself 
and saw first-hand the significant impact 
these new facilities will have.

‘The Scottish Government has pledged 
to provide the best possible ferry services 
for the communities that rely on them, 
and this investment is further proof of 

that commitment.’ Ruairidh Campbell, 
project manager at CMAL said: ‘We are 
delighted to see the completion of this 
significant project on time and within 
budget. 

‘The upgrade will provide a more 
reliable and resilient ferry service for 
islanders. 

‘The changes mean the local community 
has access to an unrestricted service, 
which will make life easier for islanders 
who rely on the services, for example, 
farmers who take their livestock to mar-
ket on the mainland.  

‘The new breakwater improves the resil-
ience of the ferry service in poor weather, 
making cancellation and delays less likely 
for weather-related reasons, which is re-
assuring for those who travel daily to the 
mainland for school and work.

‘The work at Kerrera is part of our 
ongoing commitment to develop and 
maintain our port and harbour infra-
structure to provide safe and efficient 
lifeline ferry services to communities 
around Scotland.’

Upgrade to lifeline berths welcomed as 
Kerrera slipway and breakwater completed

The new breakwater on Kerrera, photographed by Neil Owen.
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AN OBAN man who ran away 
from police officers thinking 
they were going to attack him 
was sentenced to three months 
in prison after a trial at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Wednesday 
(August 3).

Mark Pert, 32, c/o HMP Low 
Moss Prison, told Sheriff John 
Herald he thought he was about 
to be attacked by a ‘grey haired 
man’ and ran away because he 
was ‘frightened’.

Giving evidence, Police Con-
stable Paul McMillian said he 
clearly identified himself as a 
police officer and had tried to 
arrest the man before he ran off.

On May 29, constable McMil-
lian and his colleague police 
constable Danny McBeth were 
searching a ‘known drug user’ at 
Colonsay Terrace when the man 
received a text saying ‘2 mins’.

Constable McBeth told the 
court he believed there was a 
‘drug deal going down’ and the 
officers waited with the man 
they had been investigating to 
find out who would arrive.

Pert arrived at the scene and 
after breaking free from officers 
quickly ran off. Pert claimed he 
was not aware the men were 
police officers.

Giving evidence Pert said: ‘I 
was under duress from people 
in the area and it was flight or 
fight. I didn’t know it was a po-
lice officer until I heard him on 
his radio saying he was chasing 
me.

‘People in the town have been 
chasing me, intimidating me and 
have been speaking against me. 
I thought I was being attacked. I 
didn’t realise it was the police.’

Sheriff Herald said there was 
no doubt in his mind Pert had 
ran away from officers and as 
such had intentionally obstruct-
ed police officers in their duties.

BENDERLOCH piper 
Angus MacColl has been 
crowned Overall Masters 
Champion at Glasgow’s 
Piping Live! festival.

Mr MacColl, a crofter 
and piping tutor at Oban 
High School, was competing 
against the best pipers of 
this generation at the annual 
Masters Solo Piping Compe-
tition in the National Piping 
Centre on Monday.

Mr MacColl, a four times 
winner of the Glenfiddich 
Championships, came sec-
ond in both the piobaireachd 
and the march, Strathspey 
and reel categories, follow-
ing Finlay Johnston and Pipe 
Major Gordon Walker re-
spectively.

Afterwards, the gold 
medallist of the Argyllshire 
Gathering and Northern 
Meeting was named overall 
winner of the Masters Solo 
Piping Competition. 

Mr MacColl now qualifies 
for the 43rd Glenfiddich 
Solo Piping Championship at 
Blair Castle on October 29.

He was last year’s overall 
winner, as well as in 1995, 
2006 and 2010.

Now in its 13th year, Piping 
Live! runs until August 14.

Man who 
ran from 
police given 
three months

Angus 
takes top 
piper title

Oban ranked second in 
holiday cost online survey
OBAN has been named as the 
second most expensive holiday 
destination in the UK.

Coming behind the south 
coast town of St Ives, 
cheaprooms.com named Oban 
as having the second highest 
costs for visitor accommoda-
tion.

Cheaprooms used its data-
base to compare lodging rates 
across 30 popular coastal 
areas. 

A spokesman for cheaprooms 
said: ‘To produce the results, 
the average prices for the most 
affordable available double 

room in a hotel or guest house 
during August were consid-
ered.

‘Only residences that are 
within easy reach of a beach 
and have at least three stars 
were taken into account.’

Top of the rankings is St Ives, 
with an average rate of £164 per 
night. Second is Oban (£132), 
while Poole (£128) on the south 
coast of England, comes third.

At the opposite end of the 
spectrum, Blackpool lays claim 
to being the cheapest UK re-
sort, with average rates of just 
£42 per night.

Readers of The Oban Times 
Facebook page were not sur-
prised at the results, but felt 

they painted an unfair picture 
of the town.

Guest house owner Ishbell 
Strachan said: ‘I think this is 
very harsh on bed and break-
fasts who charge a very reason-
able rate for their rooms.

‘I personally at Sgeirmhaol 
charge £65 for a double room 
with en-suite and free internet. 
We are room only and can’t 
keep up with the demand.’

Reader John Kerr said: ‘I have 
always said that Oban house 
and rental prices were far, far 
too expensive compared to the 
rest of the country and was told 
I was wrong. 

‘The stupid thing is that I 
can afford to live and work in 

and around London but not at 
home in Oban.’

Obanite Willie Reid said: 
‘The thing I’ve noticed is the 
increasing number of camper 
vans parking at Atlantis Lei-
sure and Lochavuilin camp-
sites, taking their own food and  
and sundries with them. Maybe 
this report explains why.’

Campbeltown man Robert 
Semple said: ‘ I travel the west 
coast and islands regularly and 
find Oban good value. 

‘I would use the bed and 
breakfasts at the top of the 
town.

‘I don’t think this guide is 
reflective of what you can get. 
A few years ago you could get a 

hotel in Glasgow for £50 a night 
but since the Commonwealth 
Games, double it.’

Willie MacDonald from Oban 
said: ‘The new hotel being built 
might force the hoteliers to 
start charging realistic prices, 
just like Wetherspoons did for 
the pubs.’

And visitor Christine 
Houghton said: ‘We come up  
[to Oban] in early May and 
then in November as we can’t 
afford the summer prices.’

Do you think holiday ac-
commodation in Oban is too 
expensive?

Have you say at www.oban-
times.co.uk and stay connect-
ed.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY is visitor accommodation in Oban too expensive?

Clive James, from Watford, 
came to Oban after seeing 
McCaig’s Tower on television. 

He said: ‘You [people from 
Oban] complain, but it’s ex-
pensive in Watford. The nearer 
you get to London, the more 
expensive it is.’

Mr James paid £35 pppn for his 
accommodation in Fort William. 

Dorothy Henderson, from 
Musselburgh, said: ‘We only 
paid £60; I would not have paid 
that [£132], it’s not worth it.’

Irene Turnball, from Glas-
gow, said: ‘That’s expensive, I 
wouldn’t pay that. We’re paying 
£60 for two. I was in Liverpool 
and stayed close to the airport. 
An overnight stay and to use the 
car park for a week was £85.’ 

Neil Brown, from Oban, said 
that he wouldn’t pay the £132, 
but he added: ‘If that’s what the 
price is, it must be what people 
are willing to pay.’ 

Lesley McInnes, from Oban, 
said she has friends who pay 
for accommodation in the 
town. 

She said: ‘I think it depends 
what deals are on at local hotels. 
We want fair accommodation 
for a fair price.’ 

By David McPhee

Angus MacColl

Argyll College UHI student Lyndsey Collins moved to Oban 
in 2014 with her partner Max to allow him to pursue his 
studies at the Scottish Association for Marine Sciences 
(SAMS UHI). Originally from Glasgow, Lyndsey’s parents 
met at a dance in the Corran Halls while on holiday in Oban 
some years ago, so they were delighted with her move to 
the West Coast. 

Soon after moving to the area, Lyndsey started volun-
teering at Dunbeg Primary School and although she had 
recently completed a BA in Journalism, she quickly realised 
that teaching was her true vocation. 

‘’I initially thought I’d have to leave Oban and move back to 
Glasgow to undertake the Professional Graduate Diploma 
in Education (PGDE), so when I learned that the course was 
available at Argyll College UHI I was delighted,’’ Lyndsey 
said.

 ‘‘Jen McFadyen in the admissions department at the 
college was so supportive and encouraging during the ap-
plication process, giving me all the information I needed, 
and although my initial application was unsuccessful, the 
feedback I received was very positive and constructive, 
and this year I’ve been accepted on to the course. 

“I was told I needed more experience so this year I’ve com-
pleted the HNC Childhood Practice. Doing an HNC almost 
seemed like a backwards step for me, but the course was 
really hands-on and I continued my placement at Dunbeg 
Primary School where all the sta�  were really supportive. 
I’d love to return there during my PGDE placement blocks 
but I’m also looking forward to experiencing other schools 
in the area.’’

When asked about the bene� t of studying in Argyll, Lynd-
sey said: ‘’Obviously the beauty of the area, but also the 
fact that everyone at Argyll College has been so kind and 
supportive – everyone in the centre knew my name within 
just a few days. Clare Campbell, my HNC tutor, made study-
ing here such a positive experience: she was inspirational!’’

‘’I did apply elsewhere for the PGDE but didn’t get the 
same feeling of support, so UHI was de� nitely my � rst 
choice. Studying with Argyll College UHI has been an 
amazing experience overall – I’m really looking forward to 
completing my post-graduate quali� cation here. ’’

To � nd out more about Early Education courses at Argyll 
College UHI contact your local centre or go online to www.
argyllcollege.ac.uk

Learning and Teaching 
in Argyll

Advertorial
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Snakes alive! 
SNAKES have always had a bad image. In mythology, 
they have been symbols of evil and in films they have 
represented the ultimate menace, likely to be shot or 
pulverised as they are about to strike. 

Now that many of them are protected, their future 
looks brighter.

I have met many snakes in my life – some with two 
legs, others with none. My first encounter with the 
slithering variety was in Glenhurich, the Glen of the 
Yew Trees, between Loch Sunart and Loch Shiel.

Here, as a young boy, I found a large adder curled up 
under a sheet of corrugated-iron while I was out walk-
ing ahead of my mother. ‘What is this funny-looking 
beast?’ I recall asking her as I stroked and prodded it 
as she caught up with me. Luckily it must have been in a 
state of semi-hibernation, or had just eaten, because it 
did not stir. The following day, to my disappointment, 
it had slipped away. I have been intrigued by them ever 
since.

I have stalked and photographed adders on Jura 
while living in the awesome sea-caves between Loch 
Tarbert and Glengarrisdale. 

Every year, in May, they make their way onto the an-
cient raised beaches which are such a feature of Jura’s 
north west coastline, to forage among the stones for 
seagull eggs and chicks. 

In Glen Libidil, on the Laggan Deer Forest on Mull, 
I once found myself on a hot summer’s day, briefly 
sharing a pool with an adder in the burn which runs 
down through the glen from the Bealach More to the 
Firth of Lorn. We parted company, neither the worse 
of our meeting. 

In mid April it is fasci-
nating to lie watching the 
males stand up, writhing 
and coiling about each 
other in a fantastic 
‘dance’. Both swaying 
sideways in contrary 
direction, then slowly 
coming back together, 
their bodies meeting and 
then crossing before the 
winner eventually makes 
off to mate with the fe-
male who is usually lying 
coiled close by.

Adders, or vipers as they 
are often called, used 
to be found throughout 

The Dance of the Adders. 
From a drawing by A Heilborn.

Argyll. Robert Buchanan, in his Hebride Isles (1882), 
wrote that although they swarmed on the sides of Ben 
Cruachan, they were never found elsewhere in Lorn - a 
statement disputed by fellow author Anderson Smith 
(1844-1906) who said they were once fairly common in 
Benderloch, at Achnaba, Ledaig and Lochnell. 

Smith also recorded that the adders on Mull were 
particularly large, venomous and numerous but had 
been kept down by the sheep whose introduction, along 
with the clearance of brushwood and land drainage, 
had reduced their numbers. The removal of the sheep 
from the Laggan Deer Forest by Maclaine of Lochbuie 
in 1890 obviously allowed them to re-colonize as they 
are again plentiful except near the coastline where 
there are a number of wild goats – animals well-known 
for going out of their way to kill them.

Kintyre was reputed to be a haven for adders – 
perhaps it still is. A report, written in 1900 records: 
‘Kintyre is fairly infested with these reptiles [adders], 
whose bite is poisonous, as many a farmer in that 
district can testify through the loss they sustain yearly 
by their cattle being bitten while grazing. 

‘They are more numerous about Cour, on the pen-
insula, than in any other part of Scotland, it being a 
common occurrence to kill 80 or 90 of them during 
the season there, in April and May. Some are striped 
with red, and their backs are hairy, while their eyes, 
which are pinkish like ferrets, gleam like sparks of 
fire. Twenty-eight inch long ones are frequently to be 
met with, and Alexander Stewart, last season, shot one 
which measured 30 inches, as it was twinning itself 
round a silver birch tree. I am informed by a gentleman 
who was born and brought up in that locality that he 
himself shot some white ones, also pink-eyed, which 
measured 48 inches.’ 

As to the veracity of this report, adders do show an 
enormous variation in length and colour. The one 
characteristic mark is a zigzag stripe down the middle 
of the back. Albinism has not been recorded before, 
but melanism is not uncommon.  

On average a UK adult can grow up to 31 inches, 
anything bigger is probably an exaggeration although 
Alexander Forbes, in his ‘Gaelic Names of Beasts, 

Birds, Fishes, Insects and Reptiles’ (1905) wrote: 
‘There are three kinds of serpents or adders in the 
island of Skye, one spotted black and white is said to 
be the most venomous and is said to be from two to 
four feet in length, a second is spotted brown, and the 
third brown.’ 

Alexander Burn-Murdoch, who used to lease an 
estate in Morvern in the late 19th century, recorded 
that he had killed adders in Perthshire of 28 inches in 
length and one in Ardnamurchan of 25 inches. He also 
mentioned the local postman, on hearing a struggle 
in the heather near the road one day, found an adder 
holding onto the leg of a young grouse. He killed the 
adder but the grouse soon died.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

An adult adder in Glen Libidil, Mull, eating a frog. 
Photo by Iain Thornber.

A RUN the Runway event at Coll aerodrome raised 
£172.50 for Sport Relief. 

Forty-three people ran or walked the one-kilometre 
distance, with Paula Smalley covering the furthest dis-
tance by walking the runway 11 times.  

The fastest child aged five and under was Iain Alex 
Morrison, and visitor Jo Pryke won the six- to 11-year 
-old group. Ross Martindale was the winner in the 12 to 
16 age group. 

The fastest man was Jordan Kent, with Chloe Cran-
ston the fastest woman. Thanks went to Tom Eddleston, 
station manager of Oban Airport, for his support in 
running the event and to fire safety officer Angus John 
Smalley and air ground operator Nangie Morrison for 
their help on the day of the event.

A GROUP of guides from Tarbert 
have raised more than £1,500 for 
Cancer Research after taking part in 
Race for Life.

The 1st Tarbert Guides took part 
in the popular fundraising event as 
part of an ‘action-packed’ trip to 
Edinburgh.

Leader of the 1st Tarbert 
Guides Claire Shorthose said: 
‘Girlguiding Scotland is all about 
giving girls a safe space to enjoy 
new experiences, develop their 
skills and grow in confidence.
Our trip to Edinburgh was a brilliant 

chance for the girls to experience city 
living and develop their independ-
ence. 

‘The girls stayed in a youth hostel 
for the first time and prepared their 
own meals. We even had time to visit 
Dynamic Earth and brave a ghost 
tour bus ride.

‘The girls took the lead in planning 
the trip, training for the race and 
fundraising for Cancer Research, all 
of which gave them a fantastic 
sense of achievement. Crossing the 
finish line and raising £1,509 for 
Cancer Research UK shows just how 

much they can achieve.’ Jayne, aged 
12, said: ‘Taking part in the Race 
for Life was an amazing experience.
We were a little nervous at the start 
but we had an amazing time running 
together and felt so proud when we 
crossed the finish line.’

The Guides surpassed their target 
for Cancer Research through a range 
of fundraising activities, including a 
quiz night and seeking sponsorship. 
They also learned more about the 
work of Cancer Research, created 
their own fitness regime and explored 
how to keep fit and healthy.

A day at the beach turned in to a litter pick-up after children spotted loads of rubbish scattered 
across the sand. The children decided to clear up Tralee beach last Monday and take a photograph 
with the hope it would encourage people to take their litter home. Left to right are Ruby Blainey, 

seven; Erin Blainey, six; Edie Elliot, 11, and Ella MacKechnie, seven.

A GENEROUS £750 grant from Benderloch-based 
Scottish Sea Farms is helping pupils of an Oban primary 
school experience a trip they might otherwise not have 
enjoyed.  

St Columba’s Primary School plans excursions for its 
senior pupils every September. This year the primary 
sixes will spend three days camping with Stramash on 
Kerrera, while primary sevens will visit Glasgow for 
three days.

Both trips cost £150 per child and the donation from 
Scottish Sea Farms will mean some children who might 
not have been able to go because of family financial 
constraints can sign up.

Michaelina MacLellan, head teacher of St Columba’s 
Primary School, said: ‘The children learn lifelong skills, 
including self-esteem, trust, problem-solving, independ-
ence and making choices, on these trips. It also enables 
children to build on relationships with other children 
and adults in a structured setting. We are so grateful for 
this funding.’

Donald Buchanan, processing manager, Scottish Sea 
Farms, added: ‘We can all remember what it is like to 
miss out on a school trip. This support will help those 
pupils who want to go on one of these great trips the 
chance to do so. What seems likes a relatively small 
amount of money will create great memories for these 
primary school children.’

Application forms for Heart of the Community grants 
can be found on the Scottish Sea Farms website www.
scottishseafarms.com

A PURPOSE-BUILT depot on Skye is helping a bus 
company serve customers better.

Stagecoach, which employs 20 people on the island, 
has invested more than £750,000 in the new base for its 
15 island buses.

Steve Walker, managing director, Stagecoach North 
Scotland, said: ‘We are delighted to open the new depot 
which has good onsite facilities for engineering and driv-
ing staff. The previous depot had limited opportunity 
to maintain vehicles so this will make our operations in 
Skye much more efficient.’

CAMPS for young Gaels have been 
such a success this year, organisers 
are considering arranging more.

Two camps for Gaelic speakers 
between the ages of eight and 12 were 
held in late July. 

Organised by Comunn na Gàidhlig  
(CnaG), the first camp was held in 
Scaladale, Harris, and the second at 
Dun Floddigary, Skye. They attracted 
23 and 26 young people respectively 
from across Scotland, including the 

Western Isles, Inverness, Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Stirling and Islay.   
At both camps, the youngsters en-
joyed a week of activities as diverse 
as cutting peat, coasteering, visiting 
museums and other places of interest, 
arts and crafts and sports.  They were 
doing all this while speaking Gaelic.

Donald MacNeill, CnaG chief exec-
utive, said: ‘We are grateful to Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig for its support, enabling 
us to run the camps. It is important to 

have such events to allow the young 
people to use their Gaelic outwith 
the classroom in an informal, social 
environment among friends.’ 

Mr MacNeill added: ‘The camps 
have been going on for years but this 
year was one of the best as the young-
sters were so enthusiastic. To begin 
with, it was just once a year, then it 
was two and now we have a waiting 
list and are thinking of increasing to 
three camps next year.’

The 1st Tarbert Guides ahead of their Edinburgh adventure. 

Skye

Fire safety o�  cer Angus John Smalley, event organiser 
Carol Flett and air ground operator Nangie Morrison 

on the Coll runway.  

Coll

Oban

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Organisers say many youngsters return to the camps for two to three years, which proves they get great pleasure and 
enjoyment from them.

Tarbert Guides go to town for charity

Young Gaels speak highly of camps

Children act on Tralee litter
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Make the home ENErGY Improvements 
you need wIth an Interest-free loan 

from the ScottIsh Government* 

%
INTErEST

Get heatIng advIce
and fInance to

Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust. Successful loans are subject to 
administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.

MAN’S best friend has two 
new watering holes to try 
in Lerags Glen and Craobh 
Haven.

The Barn bar, an ex-cattle 
byre, at Cologin, and the Lord 
of the Isles on the Craignish 
peninsula, are vying for the 
title Dog Friendly Bar of the 
Year next week. 

The two Argyll pubs face two 
other finalists – the Ben Nevis 
in Glasgow and the Steading 
in Edinburgh – at the Scottish 
Bar and Pub Awards in the 
Glasgow Hilton Hotel on 
Tuesday August 16, organised 
by DRAM trade magazine. 

Harris islander Mary Macle-
od, who runs The Barn bar, 
said: ‘I have two dogs myself 
and it is very important to let 
dogs in and treat them well. 

‘Dogs are treated the same 
way as customers. Dogs can sit 
in the bar and outside in our 
nice, big beer garden, and we 
make sure they have treats and 
a bowl of water.

‘It’s a country pub so it needs 

to be dog friendly, as most of 
our customers have dogs. If 
they were not allowed it would 
definitely be detrimental to 
our business. Very often we 

recognise a couple by the dog 
first.’

Islay’s Ballygrant Inn is also 
up for Whisky Bar of the Year, 
and the Island Bar of the Year 

is being fought over by Arran’s 
Drift Inn in Lamlash, MacGo-
chans in Tobermory, The Old 
Inn at Carbost, Skye, and the 
Westford Inn on North Uist.

Lerags bar is crossing all paws 
in hope of securing top dog title

Above, Mary Macleod at The Barn with Cilla and Benji and, inside at the bar, Naomi Battison with 
Benji and Al� e, and barmaid Shona Wallace.

TIMESLINE

A NEW McColls store in Caol 
wants to change its licence.

McColls hopes Highland 
Council’s licensing board will 
extend the time it can sell 
alcohol from 8pm to 10pm.

Formally KK Cameron, the 
shop currently operates from 
10am to 10pm throughout the 
week, but new owners want 
to open from 6am to 11pm 
Monday to Sunday. Currently 
the capacity to display alcohol 
in the shop is just over seven 
square metres, but McColls 
wants this to be increased to 
16 square metres.

A SUPERMARKET in Fort 
William plans to boost its 
bakery if an application is 
accepted.

Lidl UK has applied to add 
67 square metres to its store 
on Camanachd Crescent as 
part of a refurbishment plan 
which would see an increase 
to the sta�  room, updated 
decor and a new bakery.

COMMUNITY councils in Loch-
aber will be formally dissolved 
if new members aren’t recruit-
ed before November.

Ardgour, Laggan and Mallaig 
community councils have 
failed to reform since last 
year’s election. 

Following resignations, 
Acharacle and Fort William 
community councils are also 
below half their membership.

SCOTRAIL operational direc-
tor Perry Ramsey has revealed 
to The Oban Times ‘the West 
Highland line will now return to 
normality’ after planned strikes 
were called off.

Rail, Maritime and Transport 
(RMT) industrial action was 
cancelled last week (August 3) to 
allow for further talks between 
union bosses and ScotRail.

Following numerous custom-
ers complaints, Mr Ramsey 
said there were various reasons 
for the problems on the West 
Highland line, with the RMT 
strike the main issue. 

He said: ‘There is not a staffing 
issue at ScotRail but the strike 
has had a big impact on us.’

Mr Ramsey said: ‘The strike 
put us in a difficult position, but 
now we don’t have that hanging 
over us, our staff availability 
should increase.’

Talking about recent cancel-
lations, often a result of staff 
shortages, Mr Ramsey said: ‘A 
member of staff can call in sick 
up to an hour before a shift. The 
first thing we do is look to see if 
we can get cover but, unfortu-
nately, when we can’t the train 
has to be cancelled. We try to 
notify customers of cancellations 
as soon as we become aware of 
it. We put information up on the 
website as soon as possible and 
update our journey planner and 
the app.  We would then try to 
get replacement transport, such 
as a bus. Where we know part of 
the journey is to be by bus, we 
would inform customers of that.’

Last week, Highlands and 
Islands Labour MSP Rhoda 
Grant took ScotRail to task for 

LAURA SMITH from 
Cairnie, Aberdeenshire, won 
the Hugh Gillies Trophy for 
best all-round dancer in the 
16 and over category at Isle of 
Skye Highland Games. 

Thousands of locals and 
tourists enjoyed the games in 
Portee last Wednesday. 

Allan Stewart, secretary 
of the organising committee 
said: ‘After a wet start to the 
day a large crowd enjoyed the 
games.’

Laura won all but two 
of the events in her age 
category – Highland Fling, 
Seann Triubhas, Reels and 
Hornpipe – and came second 
in the Gillie Callum and Irish 
Jigs which were won by Darra 
Wood from Tain.

Molly Smith, also from 
Cairnie, won all the compe-
titions in the 15 and under 
category. She received the 
Woodman Family Trophy 
for being the best overall in 
her age group as well as the 
Rosemary and Alex McGuire 
Challenge Trophy for the best 
overall Highland dancer.

Isla McKenzie of Fearn won 
all the competitions in the 
13 and under age category, 
except for the Gillie Callum 
and Seann Triubhas which 
were won by Scout Knight of 
Huntly.

Isla won the Caledonian 
MacBrayne Trophy for the 
best dancer in her age group.

 

West Highland Line ‘back on 
track’ after strikes called off

ScotRail Operations Director 
Perry Ramsey who has spoken 
to The Oban Times about the 

West Highland line. 

the number of train cancella-
tions.

Mrs Grant took up a com-
plaint made by constituent Bob 
Shorter, of Dulnain Bridge, near 
Grantown-on-Spey, who was 
with a party of 10 people due to 
travel on the 9.21pm train from 
Corrour to Tulloch on the West 
Highland Line on May 28.

The railway station is one of 
the most remote stations in the 
UK, at an isolated location on 
Rannoch Moor, and cannot be 
accessed by public roads. 

Mr Shorter was left stranded 
following the cancellation and 
claimed there was no warning on 
train websites. ‘Our hill walking 
group had planned to walk into 
Corrour by various routes, meet 
up at the restaurant and then 
take the train out to Tulloch. 
Two caught an early train in and 
were then told the evening train 
was cancelled. They shortened 

their walk and took an earlier 
train back to Tulloch.’ 

They alerted as many of the  
others as they could and people 
walked elsewhere. 

He continued: ‘Two of us 
had set off and could not be 
contacted. One of our members 
managed to contact the estate 
who kindly released the gate 
code and my wife drove in the 16 
miles to meet us.’ 

Mrs Grant has said: ‘To return 
to the remote station to find 
no train and no alternative 
transport provided is just unac-
ceptable and poses safety risks.

Mrs Grant subsequently 
discovered that six trains due 
to stop at Corrour had been 
cancelled in full and one more 
in part in the three months from 
March 10 to June 10 this year.

Phil Verster, managing direc-
tor of Scotrail, in a letter to Mrs 
Grant, admitted there had been 
16 times when trains were can-
celled or altered on the line to 
and from Mallaig from the start 
of the year due to staff short-
ages, train faults, exceptional 
weather conditions, including 
flooding, and the failure of the 
swing bridge at Banavie.

Mr Verster said on the day the 
train Mr Shorter was meant to 
get was cancelled due to train 
crew shortages across the net-
work.

Mrs Grant also said: ‘I am also 
concerned that cancellations 
due to what is called ‘shortages 
across the network’ mean that 
the Highland region is suffering 
due to lack of staff elsewhere.’

But operation director, Mr 
Ramsey, responded to this claim 
saying: ‘I can categorically say 
this would not effect the West 
Highland. It is a self sufficient 
line.’

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Laura Smith of Cairnie won the Hugh Gillies Trophy for best 
all-round dancer aged 16 years and over. Photo by Brian Smith, 

Jasperimage.

Rain fails to dampen spirits as 
thousands � ock to Skye Games

Councils facing 
membership crisis   

New bakery in the 
mix for Fort Lidl

Caol store wants 
to change licence 
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PLAYING football with seals 
and finding crabs in creels are 
just some of the activities on 
offer at the Sea Life Sanctuary 
in Barcaldine. 

As well as an interactive cove, 
which allows children to learn 
as they play, the sanctuary also 
offers sea tours and the chance 
to feed and play with seals.

The tours are operated by 
Paul Mills, who entertains and 
informs the crowd with his 
knowledge of the wildlife and 
the area.

On the day I joined Paul, he 
took his boat from the sanctu-
ary and our first port of call 
was a salmon farm, where pas-
sengers can watch the fish jump 
and skim across the surface of 
the water.

From there, Paul took the 
boat round the many nearby 

islands, all the while keeping 
an eye out for cetaceans such as 
porpoise and dolphins, eagles 
and seals. 

If the tours prove unsuc-
cessful in spotting wildlife, 
Paul has backup creels hidden 
beneath the waves, which are 
often filled with various species 
of crab.

Bridget Bentley from Amer-
ica, who was on holiday in 
Oban and joined the trip, said: 
‘I thought it was very informa-
tive, interesting and fun for the 
children – good family fun and 
the guide was excellent.’ 

Also on offer is a VIP expe-
rience with the seals, which is 
run by Anna Price, who works 
at the sanctuary.

With Anna’s support and 
guidance, participants are in-
vited to feed the seals and order 
them to carry out tasks such as 
fetching hoops, waving, rolling 
over and dribbling a football 
into the back of a net. 

Anna Price said: ‘It’s a priv-
ilege to work with the animals 
and bring members of the 
public in to see them. 

‘I love doing it and I never 
forget that it’s a privilege and 
what people see, they are never 
going to forget – that’s what I 
love.’

For more information visit 
www.visitsealife.com/oban or 
call 01631 720386.

Oban Times reporter David 
McPhee, right, gets a kiss 

from Blue the seal. 17_t33sealife01

Seal-ed with a kiss: Sea Life 
Sanctuary makes learning fun
DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

A group of holidaymakers set o�  on a tour. 17_t30sealife01

A family compares some of the crabs that came up in the creel. 
17_t30sealife10

Paul Mills tells a story on one of his 
sea tours. 17_t30sealife03

Extra boats 
scheduled 
for busy 
Islay Show
CALMAC is increasing ca-
pacity on its Islay route for the 
Islay Show this week, with the 
MV Hebridean Isles returning 
for Tuesday’s 3.30pm sailing 
from Kennacraig.

The withdrawal of the MV 
Hebridean Isles for urgent 
repairs left the island with a 
single vessel for a fortnight. 
To ease disruption this week 
around Thursday’s Islay 
Show, the MV Finlaggan is 
running an overnight freight 
service for large vehicles in-
cluding caravans and camper 
vans between Islay and Ken-
nacraig, as well as her normal 
daytime timetable.

The ferry operator also 
planned to move the Arran 
ferry to cope with extra 
demand but on Tuesday it an-
nounced that, subject to the 
MV Hebridean Isles arriving 
in time, the MV Isle of Arran 
would not be required.

CalMac’s director of opera-
tions Drew Collier apologised 
to customers and thanked 
staff for keeping Islay’s ferry 
service going during the 
busiest time of year, during 
repairs ‘which regrettably 
took longer to resolve than 
hoped’. ‘We do not have the 
additional vessels available 
to provide cover without 
disrupting services elsewhere. 
Our ageing ships and ports 
mean that, despite our best 
endeavours, future break-
downs and the periodic loss 
of vessels from our services is 
unavoidable. Our options will 
improve as new ships join the 
fleet over the next few years.’

Minister for Transport 
and the Islands Humza 
Yousaf added: ‘The disrup-
tion to ferry services was 
deeply regrettable. I am 
keen to make sure lessons 
are learned so I will be 
holding further discussions 
with CalMac to highlight the 
inconvenience caused and ask 
them to consider contingency 
measures.’
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It’s amazing 
what 
children can 
learn in only 
four days ”

Ann-Marie MacRae
Feis committe member

LOCHABER Police are ap-
pealing for anyone with in-
formation on the following 
incidents to come forward:

Between 2pm and 7pm on 
Wednesday August 3, a red 
Audi car was damaged in 
Fassfern Road, Fort William. 
Between Friday July 29 and 
Sunday July 31, wooden 
panelling on the putting 
shed in The Parade, Fort 
William High Street, was 
damaged. 

Anyone with information 
can call police on 101.

THE NAMES for two sea eagles said 
to ‘symbolise the future’ of a Lochaber 
forest have been decided by a public vote.

Saorsa and Dòchas, Gaelic for Freedom 
and Hope, are the latest additions to the 
Arkaig Forest.  The chicks hatched in the 
middle of a £4.5 million appeal to buy 
and restore the forest which is being sold 
by Forestry Commission Scotland under 
the National Forest Land Scheme.

Once extinct in the UK, sea eagles, also 
known as white-tailed eagles, have been 
reintroduced and are breeding again in 
Scotland. The young birds are believed to 
be the grandchildren of Skye and Frisa – 
the sea eagle pair on Mull which captured 

viewers’ hearts in the earliest series of the 
BBC’s Springwatch programme.

Nominations for names were taken 
through Woodland Trust’s social media 
channels #ArkaigEagles on twitter, 
facebook and instagram.  Online voting 
produced a final list from which the 
Arkaig community chose the winning 
names: Haggis and Neeps, Thistle and 
Whisky, Saorsa and Dòchas, and Birdy 
and Beaky McBirdface.

Woodland Trust Scotland is partnering 
with Arkaig Community Forest – a small 
group of local residents who share ambi-
tious plans for the 2,500 acre site, which 
needs upgraded. Gary Servant of Arkaig 

Community Forest said: ‘These chicks 
are a symbol of the forest’s future. We 
hope that by this time next year they will 
be soaring over a landscape where eco-
logical and economic regeneration is well 
under way. We have a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to secure the future of this 
amazing place.’

The fundraising campaign to secure 
the future of Loch Arkaig Forest aims 
to reach the required total before the 
end of the year. A trust spokesman told 
The Oban Times: ‘It is still early days but 
we are confident the money is coming 
in. We hope to be able to make a fund 
announcement by the end of August.’

ISLE of Skye Highland Games, which took place on The 
Lump in Portree last Wednesday, attracted a crowd of 
thousands.

Despite a wet start to the day, committee secretary Allan 
Stewart said: ‘The weather didn’t hamper the enthusiasm 
and the people that did come were prepared for the weather. 
There was a crowd approaching 4,000 through the gate, 
which is a few hundred more than we normally get.’

Isle of Skye Pipe Band played during the day and there 
were competitions in Highland Dancing, heavy field events, 
athletics, piping and sailing. The number of competitors 
was very good, with the 10-strong open heavy field events 
line-up including entrants from Poland, Austria, the US and 
Canada. There were almost as many in the local competi-
tions. In athletics, there were competitors from France and 
Austria, and even as far away as South Africa.

Martin Munsie of Bernisdale won the trophy for best 
local competitor in the heavy events, while Scot Rider from 
London won in the open competition. In athletics, Ewan 
Bradley of Staffin won trophies for best local jumper, first in 
the local eight-lap race and best overall local athlete.

Uig youngster Ryan Dunkel won the children’s two-lap 
race, retaining his title from last year. Stuart Liddell of 
Inveraray took home five trophies for piping including one 
for the best all round open piper.

FÈIS Lochaber has enjoyed 
one of its ‘best years ever’ with 
more than 120 children enjoying 
events every day.

Classes in accordion, Gaelic 
song, chanter and step dance 
were just some of the highlights 
for youngsters aged up to 18. 

The week-long fèis, in the 
Gaelic school in Caol, got under 
way on Monday August 1.

Baby sessions were available 
for the first time this year. 
Running for an hour in the 
afternoon, organisers said they 
were a big success.

Fèis committee member 
Ann-Marie MacRae told The 
Oban Times: ‘We have had a 
very positive response this year, 
especially to the baby classes. 
Previously the fèis was only for 
nursery children and older. We 
had around 11 babies a day.’

This was also the first time 
the fèis had been held in the 
summer, with other years being 
held in April. Ms MacRae said 
the change in the timing of the 
event had made a ‘huge differ-
ence to numbers which were way 

TIMESLINE

FIFTY cyclists will take part in 
the Isle of Lewis’ � rst Harris 
Tweed bike ride on August 13 
to celebrate ‘one of Scotland’s 
most famous exports’ and 
raise money for Action for 
Children.

Part of the Harris Tweed 
festival day, the riders will be 
wearing tweed hand woven by 
fellow islands across the Outer 
Hebrides.

THE CENTENARY of the open-
ing of Kinlochleven’s prisoner 
of war camp will be marked 
this Sunday in Kinlochleven 
High School and the Leven 
Centre.

As part of the programme, 
The Three Wee Crows theatre 
group will perform ‘Burning 
Heather, Broken Sons’ at noon.  
An exhibition of photos and 
archives will be on display and 
short plays by Kinlochleven 
youngsters will be performed 
around 3pm. Food and chil-
dren’s activities will also be 
on o� er. The event is free of 
charge but donations would 
be welcome.

Ryan Dunkel of Uig retained his 
race title.

Prisoner or war 
camp centenary 

Car and wooden 
panels damaged 

On their bikes for 
children’s charity

Children from Fèis Lochaber perform in the concert at the Gaelic school, Caol, on Friday afternoon.

Week-long fèis hits all the right 
notes with Lochaber youngsters

up on previous years’. Run by 
a voluntary committee who all 
take time off from their regular 
jobs to help during the week, the 
fèis has encouraged lots of chil-
dren to take up what they have 
learned throughout the week on 
a more permanent basis.

Ms MacRae said: ‘What the 
children can learn in a week is 
just amazing. The teenagers this 
year thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves. Some of them who had 
never played fiddle before have 
now taken up weekly lessons. A 
lot of people want to continue 
learning.’

Her own daughter, 18, who has 

been attending Fèis Lochaber 
since she was five, taught classes 
for the first time this year. 

Ms MacRae said: ‘It’s great 
because the tradition has gone 
full circle in a lot of families.’

On Friday August 5, the 
final day of the fèis, there was 
a concert when youngsters who 
had taken part in the fèis got to 
perform what they had learned.

Ms MacRae said: ‘It’s amazing 
what children can learn in only 
four days – such a short space of 
time.’

Fèis Lochabair Cèilidh Trail 
held a ceilidh on Friday night to 
help raise funds for Mòd 2017.

Made up of 16-18-year-olds 
from all over Lochaber, the 
seven-piece band played some 
tunes for everyone attending the 
event in the new Caol communi-
ty centre. 

Ms MacRae, who is also the 
fundraising convener for Mòd 
2017, said: ‘We need to raise 
£10,000 for next year’s Mòd so 
we will be doing lots of fundrais-
ing throughout the year. We are 
well on our way to reaching that 
already, with the help of local 
businesses who have been really 
supportive. 

‘The first of our two big 
fundraising events is a Trail 
West gig on Friday October 28. 
We will have great raffle prizes, 
including a four-night stay in 
Aviemore for four people, worth 
more than £500. The other one 
will be on March 4, 2017, where 
we are having Mànran and two 
support bands playing at the 
Nevis Centre.’ 

Blas Festival will also be hold-
ing a family ceilidh on Saturday 
September 10 in the Gaelic 
school in Fort William when 
all funds raised will go to Fèis 
Lochabair.

Families enjoy  the ceilidh in Caol 
community centre.

Fèis Lochabair Ceilidh Trail band who played at the ceilidh on 
Friday night to raise money for Mòd 2017.

Public picks sea eagle chick names

A large crowd gathered to watch the games. Photographs by Brian Smith, Jasperimage.

Ewan Bradley of Sta�  n won the 
Robertson Memorial Challenge 

Cup for the best all round 
local athlete and the Ronnie 

MacLean Memorial Cup for best 
all round local jumper.

Thousands fl ock to successful Skye Games
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

NEWS that Oban is the second most 
expensive seaside resort in Britain for 
overnight accommodation attracted a 
big response from readers.

John Kerr wrote: ‘I have always said 
Oban house and rental prices were 
far, far too expensive compared with 
the rest of the country and was told I 
was wrong. Stupid thing is that I can 
afford to live and work in and around 
London but not at home in Oban.’

James Strang posted: ‘Im going by 
personal discussion with people I’ve 
met but most prefer bed and breakfasts 
in the town as they are much nicer and 
more reasonable in price and not 100 
plus years old.’

CHAN eil e math dha misneachd co-
imhearsnachd a bhith a’ call seirbheis. 

Co-dhiù ‘s e sgoil neo bùth a th’ ann 
tha e mar bhuille bàis dhan sgìre, 
agus chan eil dùnadh oifisean banca 
eadar-dhealaichte. Tuigear carson a 
bhiodh banca sam bith a’ cumail sùil 
air na bheil de gnìomhachas a’ gabhail 
àite anns na h-oifisean fa leth, ach bha 
uair ann san robh  gnìomhachasan 
mòra mothachail gum feumte airgead 
a chosg airson dìlseachd luchd-cleach-
daidh a ghleidheadh.  Ach tha 
bliadhnaichean a-nise bho thuig sinn 
uile nach eil dìlseachd cudromach 
tuilleadh am measg a’ mhòr-chuid de 
sheirbheisean poblach, agus tha sin 
dearbhte sna bancaichean far nach eil 
aithne againn air cò am manaidsear aig 
am bheil uallach ar cuid chunntasan. 
Aig an aon àm tha cuimhne agam 
cho sònraichte ‘s a bha an t-seirbheis 
a bha mo mhàthair-cèile a’ faotainn 
bho bhanca-siubhail ann an Leòdhas 
is luchd-obrach a’ tighinn thuice aig 
taobh an teine ga frithealadh!  Mo 
bheannachd orra oir ‘s iad na h-oifi-
gich sin a bha a’ cosnadh cliù a’ bhanca 
sin!  Tha Banca na h-Alba ag ràdh gun 

cuir iad barrachd sheirbheisean siub-
hail dha na coimhearsnachdan anns 
am bheil na h-oifisean aca gan dùnadh 
ach saoilidh mi nach leighis sin an lot a 
tha an cuid trèigsinn a’ fàgail anns na 
sgìrean sin. 

Tha fhios nach eil meang de chultar 
nan Gàidheal as urramaiche na an 
spiorad aoigheachd a bha cho dualach 
dhuinn,  is ‘roinn a’ choigrich’ deiseil 
gus a lìbhrigeadh fiù ‘s aig a’ bhòrd a 
bu ghainne stòras. 

Nuair a thòisich obair turasachd 
ri fàs air Ghàidhealtachd is as na 
h-Eileanan bha duilgheadas aig cuid  
a’ cothromachadh gleidheadh na 
Sàbaid agus frithealadh luchd-turais. 
Shaoil mi fhìn gur e cùis-nàire a bh’ 
ann gun robh daoine air am fàgail gun 
chothrom air biadh neo goireas eile 
fhaotainn air an t-Sàbaid! 

Tha e follaiseach do neach sam bith 
a tha a’ lìbhrigeadh sheirbheisean 
aoigheachd gur e gnìomhachas làitheil 
sam bheil iad an sàs, agus ged a tha 
làn-chead aig duine sam bith an cuid 
seirbheis a chuingealachadh, chan 
eil sin ag atharrachadh feumalachd 
luchd-turais is eile air goireasan 

seachd latha san t-seachdain. Saoilidh 
mi gum bheil Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar ceart gabhail ri fìrinn na cùise sin 
a thaobh àite-bìdh Chaisteil Leòdhais 
a bhith fosgailte seachd latha san 
t-seachdain. Ma tha iad gu bhith a’ 
tàladh luchd-turais dhan sgìre chan 
eil a’ chòrr a’ dèanamh ciall agus chan 
eil mise a’ faicinn carson a dhèanadh 
leithid de sheirbheis dheatamach cron 
air ìomhaigh neo dualchas chreideimh 
nan Eileanan.  

BANK of Scotland’s decision to close 
another 11 small branches reinforces 
a view that earning and retaining 
customer loyalty no longer matters to 
big business. 

It seems perfectly reasonable that 
customers in the areas affected should 
seek better service elsewhere. 

Meanwhile Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar recognises that promoting tour-
ism requires provision of services and 
it has quite logically approved seven- 
day service in the Lewis Castle cafe.  
Food is an every day necessity.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Days gone by – Oban High School Gaelic Choir - 1980s
This week’s � ashback photo, submitted by a regular reader, is of Oban High School Gaelic Choir in the 1980s. Digital 
versions of � ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent to The Editor, 

The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped-addressed 
envelope.

Time to put islanders 
ahead of visitors
Sir,
In recent weeks I’ve heard reports of 
a water shortage on South Uist – ac-
cording to Scottish Water.

How can there be a shortage when it 
rains almost all-year-round here? It’s 
more likely the water is not managed 
properly, specifically by having it 
stored in reservoirs.

Would a hydro scheme in South 
Uist’s Hecla/Ben Mor area not be a 
wise investment for island residents?

This would combine water manage-
ment with a power supply.

This would be a more logical use of 
funds than the £10 million recently 
spent at Lochboisdale for a mari-
na which will only benefit a few during 
a brief tourist season.

I recently spoke with a visitor using 
the marina who was looking for a 
grocery shop. He was surprised to 
learn no provision had been made for 
any supporting infrastructure, such 
as transport or shopping that would 
serve locals as well as visitors.

A hydro scheme would greatly ben-
efit this area which has to pay more 
for its electricity than anywhere else 
in the UK. Too much money has been 
wasted on projects that do not serve 
islanders. The time has come to put 
islanders ahead of visitors, and that 
includes CalMac, because in my book 
charity begins at home.

Angus Campbell, Garrynamonie, 
South Uist.

Trigger Brexit 
immediately  
Sir,
Since the vote to leave the EU our 
economy, which all the ‘experts’ in-
cluding the IMF and political leaders 
around the world were telling us would 
by now be on the verge of collapse, has 
taken off like an ever-accelerating 
rocket. 

Even Chancellor Philip Hammond 
has been forced to admit the ‘remain-
ers’ were wrong over it.

The latest boosts announced are 
that GlaxoSmithKline has said it is 
investing £275 million in the UK, 
expansion at London City Airport is 
creating another 1,600 jobs and food 
chain McDonalds is planning to add a 
5,000 people to its workforce.

In a boost to agriculture, the USA 
has said that although EU beef is 
banned there, it will start taking Brit-
ish beef again.

Meanwhile, Germany has become 
the latest EU state to consider its posi-
tion as demands mount for holding an 
in or out referendum of its own, trig-
gered by the country being reduced 
to the edge of panic over continuing 
terrorist outrages and calls for Angela 
Merkel’s resignation grow ever louder.

The EU’s economic affairs com-
missioner has backed down from 
‘fining’ Portugal and Spain over their 
deepening debts, not because it would 
make the situation worse but because 
‘sanctions would not have been under-
stood by the public’.

In essence, such fines would lead to 
a public, already pushed to the limit 
by our EU (mis)leaders, overflowing 
into revolt. France is next in line for 
sanctions over debt.

Despite all this, we still have people 
writing to the newspapers demanding 
a re-run of the referendum which 
could put our recovery at risk and 
plunge us back into the heart of all 
these EU troubles. 

The vote, which almost certainly 
would see the demand for Brexit rise 
far above the level it reached in June, 
would sow uncertainty in countries 
around the world as to our position and 
might plunge our nation into depths of 
economic recession not seen since the 
1930s – just as it has stabilised and is 
fast recovering. It’s time the remainers 
woke up to the reality of the situation.

The sooner Prime Minister Theresa 
May triggers Brexit and unleashes the 
full potential of our country, long held 
back by EU membership, the better. 
She really must tell us why she contin-
ues to delay, despite a clear instruction 
from the electorate to get on with the 
job.

 Gordon J Stewart,
Mackenzie Place, Avoch.

Donald clears the way 
along Oban path
Sir,
Thank you to Donald McCallum from 
Longsdale, Oban, for single-handedly 
clearing the path behind the Atlantis 
Leisure centre?

Donald has done a great job of 
unblocking the drain and making the 
path so much better for walking on.

Now I can take my gorgeous wee 

grandson out in his pram without 
slipping on leaves and mud.
Kathleen Hamilton, Longsdale Road, 
Oban.  

Willie MacDonald said: ‘The new 
hotel being built might force the 
hoteliers to start charging realistic 
prices, just like Wetherspoons did for 
the pubs.’

Christine Houghton explained: ‘We 
come up early May and then Novem-
ber as we can’t afford summer prices.’

Ross McNab lamented: ‘Oban costs 
a bomb. Not just for the tourists. Like 
mentioned above, the house prices and 
rent in Oban are ridiculously high.’ 

Ishbell Strachan disagreed: ‘I think 
this is very harsh on B&Bs who charge 
a very reasonable rate for their rooms. 
I personally at Sgeirmhaol charge £65 
for a double room with en-suite and 

free internet. We are room only and 
can’t keep up with the demand.’ 

Willie Reid suggested: ‘The thing 
I’ve noticed is the increasing number 
of camper vans parking at Atlantis 
Leisure and Lochavullin, taking their 
own food, fuel and sundries with them. 
Maybe this report explains why?’ 

Robert Semple wrote: ‘I travel the 
West Coast and islands regularly and 
find Oban good value. I would use the 
B&Bs at the top of the town. I don’t 
think this guide is reflective of what 
you can get. A few years ago you could 
get a hotel in Glasgow for £50 a night 
but since the Commonwealth Games 
double it.’ 

Piping Live! 
THE ANNUAL Piping Live! festival 
is in full flow this week in Glasgow. 

Highlights include recitals, compe-
titions, whisky tasting and ‘Pipe Idol’, 
a four-heat competition for under-21s 
that runs throughout the week. 

As always, the week culminates on 
Saturday (August 13) with the World 
Pipe Band Championships when more 
than 200 bands coverge on the city 
from across the world to compete for 
the crown.

This year’s ‘After Worlds Shindig’ 
will take place on Saturday night 
in the O2 ABC and will feature the 
famous Red Hot Chilli Pipers.

Rona Lightfoot at 80
CONGRATULATIONS to Rona 
Lightfoot whose 80th birthday is 
being celebrated by Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association at Piping Live! this 
weekend. 

Tomorrow (August 12), at 8pm, in 
the National Piping Centre, there will 
be a traditional cèilidh to mark the 
milestone. Rona was a trailblazer for 
female pipers in the early 1970s and is 
frequently credited with being the first 
woman to compete at the Northern 
Meeting and in the Bratach Gorm.

She is one of Gaelic Scotland’s great-
est characters and finest tradition 
bearers - not just in piping but in song, 
cantaireachd and storytelling.

Performers include Dr Angus Ma-
cDonald, Sineag MacIntyre, Angus 
Nicolson, Kathleen MacInnes, Roddy 
MacLeod and Mairi MacInnes with 
and more to be announced. 

There will also be a special appear-
ance from the guest of honour herself. 
Tickets are £10 for adults, £8.50 for 
concessions, and can be booked online 
at www.thebagpipeshop.co.uk.

A claim to fame
I’VE BEEN singing at Donald 
‘Maroot’ Macleod’s ‘Care for a Cei-

lidh’ evenings for a few years now and 
enjoy writing about them in The Oban 
Times. 

They are wonderful events in which 
Donnie voluntarily organises Gaelic 
singers or musicians to go into care 
homes all over Glasgow and beyond 
and put on a west highland style cei-
lidh for residents. 

Last Sunday, I sang at a ceilidh in Er-
skine home for veterans and enjoyed 
a conversation which encapsulates the 
joy the scheme brings to those in care 
and to the performers. 

I sang a selection of Andy Stewart 
White Heather Club songs. One lady 
raised her hand and told me  her 
husband, whose hand she was holding 
beside her, had once danced in the 
White Heather Club. 

He had been playing with a pipe 
band when one of the dancers had 
taken ill and he had stepped in at the 
last minute. It was a lovely story, which 

brought a smile to his face as she 
recalled it, and a happy coincidence I 
had sung those songs.

Wedding celebration 
CONGRATULATIONS to Stuart 
Murray, youngest son of Neil and 
Catherine, and Oonagh Collins from 
Portaferry, Northern Ireland, who 
married recently and celebrated in 
Òran Mòr. 

All the best to the happy couple for 
the future.

Pub scene 
Islay Inn:  Friday August 12:  The Keelies.
Saturday August 13: Parting Glass. 
Wednesday August 17: Quiz Night. 
Park Bar: Friday August 12: Deoch ‘n’ 
Dorus. Saturday August 13: Dun Mor. 
Sunday August 14: Piping Day from 
2pm.

Glasgow has been � lled by the skirl of the pipes this week during the annual 
Piping Live! festival.

See sense on named 
person legislation
Sir,
The SNP must see sense on named 
persons legislation, listen to public 
opinion and U-turn on this push for 
this over-reaching Orwellian legalisa-
tion.

It is very clear from the latest 
Supreme Court ruling the SNP faces 
major legal obstacles when it comes to 
the concerns over data sharing and the 
fact ‘wellbeing’ is a concept that has no 
clear definition. With Labour and the 
Lib-Dems starting to weaken on their 
support for named person legislation – 
and in some cases abandon it – thanks 
largely to pressure from the Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist party and 
growing legal and public opposition, it 
is now time for the SNP to follow suit 
and end this costly legal debate. 

We, the people of Scotland, do not 
want or need state sponsored guardi-
ans for our children.   

 Alastair Redman, Islay.

Grateful thanks for 
act of kindness
Sir,
Last Sunday night I lost my wallet in 
Oban. 

I was distraught as it contained my 
passport, bank cards, driving licence 
and a significant sum of money. 

On Monday afternoon I received a 
call to say my wallet had been handed 
in to the bar where I had been having a 
pint. Nothing had been stolen. 

A big thank you to whoever did this 
act of kindness.

Hugh Reilly.

Newsdesks       
01631 568000 
01397 703003

The newly-formed NHS Highland and Argyll and 
Bute Council Integrated Joint Board for health 
and social care (IJB) has had a difficult start.

The thinking behind the new board is well inten-
tioned and it makes sense that social work and health 
care should work more closely together for the good of 
our communities.

But for this to work communication is key. Not just 
communication with the intended departments and 

staff, but also with the communities that they are there 
to serve.

Transparancy and trust are also hugely important, 
and never more so than with the care of the elderly and 
vulnerable in our communities.

These three requirements seem to have been lacking 
so far and the IJB needs to get its act together quickly 
if this change is to work for the good of service users 
and staff.
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GALEFORCE winds and 
stranded guests failed to spoil 
the family fun at the Small Isles 
Games.

Around 60 people attended the 
2016 games on Eigg last Saturday 
when island revellers, along with 
visitors from Rum, Muck and 
beyond battled it out for the 
inter-island games trophy.

While other events fell victim to 
severe weather warnings over the 
weekend, Maggie Fyffe from the 
Eigg Heritage Trust said she and 
her fellow attendees refused to 
let the rain ruin the fun, adding: 
‘It was a great day and night – 
and next day, really, as people 
couldn’t leave because there were 
no boats on the Sunday. We kind 
of knew that would be the case 
because of the weather, so well 

A WEDDING party joined in the fun of the 
Knoydart Games which, despite wet weather, 
were hailed a great success.

The event, on Saturday August 6, featured a 
variety of competitions including tug-of-war, an 
assault course, a community bar, tombola and 
stalls.

Jackie Robertson, an Inverie village hall com-
mittee member, told The Oban Times: ‘The day 
was a great success with a fantastic turnout. The 
ferry brought in guests from Mallaig.

‘There was a wedding party on Knoydart too. 
The couple got married on Mallaig and then 
celebrated at the games. 

‘They turned up in a white land rover covered in 
ribbons and bunting.’

In the evening everyone gathered in Inverie vil-
lage hall to enjoy the music of ceilidh band Dosca.
The night was organised by Anna Robertson, 13, 
and Kiera Holroyd, 17. 

The youngsters orchestrated the whole event, 

planning which band would play and sorting their 
accommodation while in Knoydart. Ms Robert-
son said: ‘It was a great learning curve for the 
youngsters and good to see them get involved.’

She added: ‘It was a great community day out, 
with tourists and locals having fun together and a 
couple celebrating their wedding.’

PICK up top tips on reducing 
waste and help out a good 
cause at the same this summer.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) will be show-
casing its smoothie bike and 
sharing top tips on how to 
cut household food waste at 
the Strontian Gala Show on 
Saturday (August 13). 

LEG will be at the event 
from 10am until 4pm and are 
inviting members of the public 
to help out or just enjoy the 
show.

To volunteer call 01397 
700090 or email  info@loch-
aberenviro.org.uk

done to the folk from Muck and 
Rum for still making the effort.’

Each year the event is organised 
by the community of the host 
island who Maggie explained 
put on a spread for the guests, 
who are in return encouraged to 
compete in high jump, long jump, 
races, tossing the caber and other 
activities.

She said: ‘Well, when you’ve got 
food and everything already in 
place you just need to get on with 
it don’t you and think, ‘what’s a 
bit of rain going to do to you?’ 
All the visitors got involved in 
the different events, especially 
the ones with kids.  It’s just 
good fun. It’s not like Highland 
Games material really, it’s good 
proper community fun and about 
getting all the islands together.  

The white land rover that brought in the wedding guests. The community bar at the Knoydart Games. Fun at the Knoydart Games on Saturday.

Wedding guests join in the fun at successful Knoydart Games

TIMESLINE

HIGH levels of shell� sh toxin 
identi� ed in Lewis have 
returned to normal.

Monitoring work, un-
dertaken on behalf on 
Food Standards Scotland, 
identi� ed that toxins levels 
in Loch Leurbost were high 
and issued a warning on July 
13.

The warning against eat-
ing shell� sh from this area 
has now been lifted.

ARMED forces charity SSAFA, 
formerly the Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Families Associ-
ation, is calling on people to 
join its Ben Nevis charity trek.

SSAFA is hoping to raise 
£20,000 for the armed forces 
community and is looking for 
40 Highlanders to take part in 
the three-day event starting 
on Saturday October 15.

For more information on 
how to take part go to www.
ssafa.org.uk

Gala show date 
for waste group

Agency lifts Lewis 
loch shell� sh ban 

Charity’s appeal 
for Ben trekkers  

Everyone agreed ‘sport outshone the weather’ at the games.

Small Isles win 
weather battle   

And Eigg won the shield so that 
was a plus.’

After the outdoor fun, the 
event was rounded off with a 
ceilidh. Maggie said: ‘The ceilidh 
was lovely.  It was a really nice 
family ceilidh with lots of kids 
on the dance floor all night.
We had lovely Gaelic singing by 

Ann Martin from Skye and we 
would have been two musicians 
short because some people 
couldn’t make it but locals 
stepped in and we were able to 
dance the night away.  

‘I’m a wee bit tired after all the 
fun but I guess that’s a sign of a 
good night.’

Everyone was in high spirits at the Small Isles Games.

There was fun for children of all ages.
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Scotland’s 
Marine Protected Areas
Drop-in session

Come along and find out more 
about the wonderful birds that use 
Scotland’s seas and the proposed 
Special Protection Areas that will help 
safeguard their future.

Coll
An Cridhe
17 August, 2-8pm

Tiree
An Talla Community Hall
18 August, 2-8pm

www.snh.gov.uk/marinebirdsSPAs



Your ambition. Our know-how. Together 
we can make your new business happen.
Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your 
local o�ce on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.
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I’M NOW about one year into my 
traineeship with MacPhee and Part-
ners and have spent the majority of 
my time working in our private client 
department. 

In June last year, I made an impor-
tant and difficult decision to move 
home to Oban after completing the 
Diploma in Professional Legal Prac-
tice at the University of Edinburgh.

I had been working with a firm in 
Edinburgh through the diploma 
and had intended on staying with 
them to complete my traineeship but 
something didn’t quite fit. I’m from 
Oban and I didn’t really settle in Ed-
inburgh, having always been a home 
bird and yet, until I was contacted by 
MacPhee, I had not once considered 
moving home so soon.

Why? This is something I’ve spent 
time thinking about. 

Despite feeling as though a com-
mercial traineeship based in the city 
was not something I would necessar-
ily enjoy, I did what everyone else in 
my class was doing in third year and 
applied to work for the names which I 
had seen dotted around campus and 
mentioned by lecturers. 

For obvious reasons, universities 
encourage students to apply for these 
traineeships but what do you do if 
that lifestyle just isn’t for you? 

I was fortunate enough to have a 
number of wonderful professors to 
turn to who offered some excellent 
advice. 

Before that, when I was reading 

trainee blogs and university graduate 
publications with a view to discover-
ing where I might fit into the legal 
world, there was a gap in the media. 
I’m hoping to fill that gap, even just 
marginally, and explain why, if you 
don’t see yourself in one of those 
firms, you should consider thinking 
outside the box.

I’ve summarised the three main 
reasons why I think graduates should 
consider moving to rural areas. 

Lifestyle
It’s important to establish a bal-

anced lifestyle and I don’t see any 
reason for not starting this in your 
junior years. To maintain a healthy 
and positive attitude at work, it’s 
essential you take time to develop 
outside interests.

I love being outdoors and I have 
two dogs. Obviously, city life made 
things difficult for me in this respect. 
I would finish work and have to sit 
on the motorway for an hour or so 
before I could reach terrain which 
wasn’t paved. Now I jump over my 
garden fence. On my lunch hour I 
will either go home to take the dogs 
for a walk or, depending on the day’s 
coffee intake, go for a run to the 
beach.

When I first started my traineeship, 
I was tempted to work through lunch 
but this was soon addressed by my 
supervisors. 

Now that I have a better handle on 
my time management, I’m grateful 
this was mentioned before it became 

a habit. I’ve been meeting clients, 
unsupervised, for four or five months 
now and have been managing my 
own caseload for more than eight. 
I am responsible for overseeing my 
fees and for managing my workload 
to meet fee target each month. 

Flexibility
This means deciding whether or 

not I might need to come in early or 
leave later to complete whatever I’m 
working on and I am given flexibility. 

Personally, I work better in the morn-
ings so if I need to put in some extra 
hours, I’ll come in early. 

Working in a firm of this size 
requires all hands on deck and 
while this was slightly daunting at 
first, being given the opportunity to 
demonstrate my ability has given me 
confidence which I think is lacking in 
most of us when we’re fresh out of the 
classroom. 

Of course, my work is supervised. I 

am managed by one of the partners, 
who I work alongside each day. 

Having grown up in Oban, I know 
most of the faces I pass in the street. 
Lots of my clients know or have 
known members of my family and 
I find they make that connection at 
the outset. Immediately, we have 
something in common.

I have always envisaged working 
in a client-based profession. For me, 
this means meeting and talking to 
people regularly, building rapport. 

Important
Another important relationship is 

with solicitors outside of your firm 
and, in areas like Oban, you begin 
to recognise the voices at the other 
end of the phone very quickly. These 
are the same people you will meet in 
court and at professional events in 
town. 

They are a close network of people 
and getting to know them affords you 
the opportunity to learn from them 
too.

I have spent most of my traineeship 
dealing with wills, powers of attorney 
and executries. 

I’m now splitting my time and work-
ing in our family department dealing 
with contact disputes, divorce, sepa-
ration and guardianship orders.

Looking back to when I was de-
liberating over the pros and cons of 
moving outside the city, something 
which concerned me slightly was 
whether or not the work coming 
through the door would be enough 

to hold my attention. How much can 
really be going on in one little town, 
right? Wrong.

Since joining the firm I have 
administered executries involving 
assets all over the world (a chance 
to brush up on my French) and have 
realised that my private client tutor 
was not joking when she said I’d be 
arranging funerals. 

The variety of work which I have 
undertaken in the past year has left 
me satisfied I will never be bored.

I was apprehensive about losing my 
social life. 

However, I decided that, for me, 
the various benefits of rural life out-
weighed being 10 minutes from the 
nearest club and I have found I see 
my friends almost as much as I would 
have if I was living in the same city. 

On Fridays I regularly pack up and 
head to Glasgow to get my fix of the 
nightlife and friends enjoy visiting 
me here to escape the city.

Individual
It is important to remember that, 

while we have all come from univer-
sity, having studied the same subjects 
and graduated with the same quali-
fications, we are individual and have 
different personalities. 

Take the time to think about what 
type of traineeship is best suited to 
you and try to view the two years of 
training as the foundations of your 
career, rather than another box 
which needs to be ticked en route to 
qualification.

Opting to go to the country was the 
best decision of my career to date
Oban lawyer Billie Kirkham urges other trainee solicitors to follow her example and consider their futures in rural areas such as Argyll

Billie Kirkham: trying to arrest depopulation.

BUSINESSES from Campbel-
town to Dunoon and Lochgilp-
head to Oban, within the region 
of Highlands and Islands En-
terprise, are being encouraged 
to apply for the next round of 
Scottish EDGE funding.

As much as £100,000 is up for 
grabs in both grants and loans. 
The competition is funded by 
the Scottish Government, RBS 
and the Hunter Foundation to 
stimulate business growth.

OTAQ from Oban was recently 
awarded £100,000 to develop an 
innovative seal deterrent system 
for fish farms. 

Commenting, Argyll and 
Bute MP Brendan O’Hara said: 
‘From my extensive visits around 
the constituency, I am amazed at 
the depth of innovation present 
in Argyll and Bute, diversifica-
tion and finding niche markets. 
I am especially keen to see the 
area exploit each and every op-
portunity to open Scotland up to 
international markets. 

‘This is a great initiative and I 
hope this message reaches every-
one who can benefit significantly 
from it.’

Advice is available from HIE 
to support and coach applicants 
prior to submission. Ultimately, 
any initiative that stimulates 
business opportunities, entre-
preneurship and international 
trade must be supported. 

Companies can register their 
interest at www.scotedge.com/
apply-now/apply. Applications 
will be accepted until Septem-
ber 7. 

£100,000 
funding 
is now up 
for grabs 

BUSINESS Gateway Argyll and Bute 
is encouraging business owners to 
take advantage of the free business 
skills workshops on offer over the next 
couple of months.

The Managing and Developing Staff 
workshop will help firms to recruit, 
induct, manage and develop staff in a 
way that helps business to grow. 

It focuses on the skills and processes 

needed to get the best out of staff, rath-
er than the legal aspects. By the end of 
the workshop, you will be able to create 
a plan for managing and developing  
staff within the business.

The workshop will run in Ardrishaig 
on September 15 from 9.30am to 
1.30pm. It is being delivered by Karen 
Morrill, founder of Morrill PMC Ltd, 
a people management consultancy. 

Karen is a member of the Chartered 
Institute of Personnel and Develop-
ment with in-depth knowledge and 
experience in the field of people man-
agement and employment law.

A Selling with Confidence workshop 
will help you feel more confident sell-
ing and promoting yourself and your 
business. You will learn selling tips and 
how to identify customer needs and 

match them with products or services. 
The workshop also covers overcoming 
customer objections, dealing with que-
ries and feedback and identifying the 
buying signals to help you close a sale. 
This workshop will run in Inveraray on 
September 21 from 10am-1pm.

Other workshops available during 
this period in Lochgilphead include 
Practical Basic Book-keeping on Au-

gust 23, Introduction to Social Media 
on August 24 and Doing More with 
Social Media on August 25. A Business 
Start-up workshop will run on Septem-
ber 7 and 8 in Oban. 

To book a place or to find out more 
about the full range of workshops, 
contact the Business Gateway team 
on 01546 604555 or email business.
gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Workshops are designed to help budding businesses

Learning to cope with 
stress is all in the mind

Claire Hartley says she is now stress-free, even although she is busier than ever.

EIGHT-WEEK ‘mindfulness’ 
courses are to take place in 
Oban and on Seil in September.

Claire Hartley has been run-
ning popular mindfulness class-
es – which are designed to help 
reduce chronic stress, anxiety 
and pain – and will be holding 
more of these in-depth tutorials 
focusing on mindfulness-based 
stress reduction (MBSR).

She describes mindfulness as 
‘learning to bring awareness to 
the present moment so we aren’t 
worrying about the future or ru-
minating on things in the past’.

Studies have shown that 
practising mindfulness causes 
structural changes in the areas 
of the brain associated with 
learning, memory, decision-
making, planning, enthusiasm 
and happiness.

Claire has been meditating 
for many years and has studied 
mindfulness with teachers from 
both the University of Massa-
chusetts which, she said, is wide-
ly considered the best university 
for mindfulness in the world, 
and Bangor University, Claire’s 

top UK institution for MBSR.
She said: ‘I used to be extreme-

ly stressed with running a busi-
ness. I was constantly feeling 
overwhelmed and I had many 
stress-related health issues.

‘Through learning mindful-
ness, I have found I am not 
stressed at work or in daily life, 
even although my life is even 
busier than before. 

‘If thoughts are going round 
and round, it can be very drain-
ing and tiring. 

‘Being mindful helps us cut 
through the thoughts and we 
can have a clearer mind and feel 
more relaxed. 

‘Also, if our thoughts are neg-
ative, being mindful can stop a 
downward negative spiral.’

Claire added: ‘Have you ever 
noticed that you have driven 
somewhere and not remem-
bered part of the drive? 

‘Often we do things on au-
tomatic pilot and aren’t really 
present. 

‘By being mindful, the moment 
doesn’t just drift by and we can 
enjoy these times much more, 

including activities we don’t 
like. 

‘It is a shame not to be present 
for much of our life or to rush 
through some parts to get to the 
parts we want to get to, only to 
find that when we are there we 
are thinking or planning some-
thing else.

‘As I have personal experience 
of stress at work, I teach mind-
fulness courses in businesses as 
studies have shown mindfulness 
can improve productivity and 
sales, as well as help staff 
achieve a better work/life bal-
ance, communicate better, have 
better working relationships, 
better focus, take fewer sick 
days and be less stressed.’

The Seil classes begin on 
Tuesday September 13 and in 
Oban on Thursday September 
15, both from 10am to 12.30pm. 
Places must be booked in ad-
vance.

To find out more about the 
eight-week courses, a workplace 
course or one-to-one courses, 
visit www.clearandmindful.
co.uk or call 01852 300073.
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Enterprising project will 
benefi t economy of Argyll

Stuart Craine: the former BT engineer now runs his own � rm.

Aileen Morton: talent and ambition are evident in Argyll.

Morvern superquarry 
sees 30th anniversary

New venture hopes to connect people across Argyll

Festival to feature 
six of the best 
SIX local businesses have won 
the chance to showcase their 
products at this year’s Best of 
the West (BOW) festival after 
winning a competition run by 
Business Gateway.

Business Gateway Argyll and 
Bute, which is sponsoring the 
craft tent, asked local companies 
to say in 250 words why their 
products represent the best of 
the west. The winners were se-
lected on the quality and appeal 
of their products, the strength of 
their sales pitch and their fit with 
the craft tent and the festival. 

Each of the six winners – Cocoa-
Mo Artisan Chocolates, Zing 
Organics, Tarbert, Baile Mor 
Books, Iona, Touchwood Crafts, 
Bute, Sea Drift, Dunoon, and 
Ruth Slater, Bute – have won 
a trade stand within the craft 
tent for one day over the festival 
weekend.

The annual two-day event will 
be held at Inveraray Castle on 
Saturday and Sunday, September 
10 and 11. 

Melanie Neil, founder of 
CocoaMo Artisan Chocolates, 
based in Helensburgh, will 
showcase her range of handmade 
chocolates on the Sunday. 

She said: ‘I can’t wait to take 
my place in the craft tent at 
the BOW festival and let so 

many people see and taste my 
chocolates. This is a fantastic 
opportunity at a wonderful event 
right here in Argyll and Bute and 
I’m delighted I won.’

The three judges were the 
Duchess of Argyll, Ishabel 
Bremner, the council’s economic 
growth manager, and Councillor 
Aileen Morton, Argyll and Bute 
policy lead for sustainable eco-
nomic growth – selected the six.

Eleanor, Duchess of Argyll, the 
festival organiser, said: ‘Once 
again the standard of entries to 
the competition has been really 
high and it was a privilege to be 
part of the judging panel. This 
year’s Best of the West is set to 
be bigger than ever, showcasing 
everything Argyll has to offer 
from its bountiful larder to 
unique art and craftwork, and 
I am delighted to welcome the 
six competition winners to the 
stellar line-up. I am sure festival 
attendees will enjoy everything 
they have to offer.’

For more information on the 
festival and to buy tickets, go to 
www.bowfest.co.uk. 

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help you 
set up and develop your own 
business call 01546 604 555 or 
visit www.bgateway.com/argyll-
and-bute.

A FORMER BT Openreach 
engineer has set up his own 
business providing communi-
cation solutions for customers 
throughout Argyll and Bute.

Stuart Craine, with support 
from Business Gateway Argyll 
and Bute, launched Craine 
Communications Ltd earlier 
this year and subsequently 
established his own telecoms 
network to help the area get 
connected to reliable, superfast 
and fairly-priced broadband.

After working with BT Open-
reach, gaining qualifications, 
skills and experience within the 
telecoms industry, and working 
with a wireless internet service 
provider (WISP) in Lochaber, 
Stuart, from Oban, realised 
there was a solution to help 
those in rural areas get online. 

Stuart said: ‘I decided to set up 
Craine Communications Ltd to 
use my engineering experience 

to help customers with telecom 
problems. 

‘While attempting to help a 
community interest company 
build a wireless internet net-
work in the Loch Etive area, I 
realised the area suffers from a 
lack of investment in the nation-
al broadband delivery projects 
and funding wasn’t guaranteed 
for smaller communities in the 
immediate Oban area. 

‘Also the price of superfast 
internet access is deceptively 
expensive and unfairly priced, 
so out of frustration more than 
anything, I invested in the 
equipment needed to make a 
start on my own network, Back 
of Beyond Broadband (BoBB), 
a wireless internet network 
providing superfast, reliable 
and affordable internet access 
to Oban and beyond. 

‘Through this I now sell 
cheaper, faster internet access 

via a wireless network separate 
from the usual BT network.

‘Although I felt it was the right 
move for me, I had no previous 
business experience, but Busi-
ness Gateway showed me the 
correct path to take and how to 
do everything. 

‘As well as attending free 
workshops, I gained advice and 
encouragement through meet-
ings with my adviser. 

‘Without the help of Business 
Gateway I wouldn’t have set up 
Craine Communications as they 
helped me come to the conclu-
sion I had workable solutions 
and the confidence to proceed.’

Stuart is hoping to expand his 
BoBB network to connect as 
many homes as possible to a su-
perfast internet network and is 
also planning on building on the 
Oban town network to provide 
free outdoor WiFi hot spots for 
everyone. 

He believes his experience 
working on projects across the 
country that included tradition-
al copper networks, home and 
business broadband and fibre 
optic cable networks, has set 
him in good stead to eventually 
become the first Scottish sup-
plier of network speeds to over 
100Mbps+.

Choice
Stuart added: ‘I’ve worked in 

the telecoms industry for more 
than 10 years, latterly working 
on the subsea fibre optic cable 
connections to the Western 
Isles and working with various 
WISP’s on wireless networks 
built for rural communities who 
currently don’t have access to 
the internet service provider 
choices enjoyed in the cities. 

‘In this time I’ve seen rural 
families and business owners 
struggling to get online on a 
daily basis whether it’s a net-

work issue or the costs involved 
with internet access in rural 
Scotland and I feel I can offer a 
solution to this. 

‘I want to grow the company 
and hopefully be in a position 
to take on an apprentice and 
skilled staff within the next 
year.’

Business Gateway advisor 
Angela Vernel said: ‘Stuart has 
gained vital business knowledge 
through our workshops and 
expert one-to-one advice. 

‘Combining this with his 
experience and skills in the 
telecoms industry means Stuart 
is perfectly placed to achieve his 
aims and grow Craine Commu-
nications Ltd.’

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help you 
set up and develop your own 
business call 01546 808363 or 
visit www.bgateway.com/argyll-
and-bute.

A NEW event to support Argyll 
and Bute’s business community 
and encourage enterprise was 
announced last week. 

Highlands and Islands En-
terprise (HIE) has teamed up 
with Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway to host the 
first Argyll Enterprise Week, 
in Oban from October 31 to 
November 4.

Businesses, social enterprises 
and potential entrepreneurs 
across Argyll and the islands 
will be invited to take advantage 
of free workshops, seminars, 
networking events and discus-
sions to provide support and 
inspiration in achieving their 
business goals. Central to the 
week will be a business support 
trade fair, bringing together a 
wide range of public and private 
organisations that can provide 
support. 

Argyll Enterprise Week will 
cover a range of themes support-
ing economic growth, including 
finance, internationalisation, 
digital and innovation, as well 

as focusing on the potential for 
growth in the tourism, food and 
drink, creative industries and 
social enterprise sectors within 
Argyll.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
policy lead for sustainable 
development, said: ‘Argyll and 
the Islands has been recognised 
as one of Scotland’s most prom-
ising regions. Our geography 
alone gives us a number of key 
niche business sectors, from 
tourism to renewables. Regener-
ation is creating new opportuni-
ties across the area. Talent and 
ambition is in evidence in our 
people and in our communities.
Argyll Enterprise Week is about 
building on this promise. It’s a 
chance for businesses to come 
together, share experiences, 
stimulate new ideas and create 
connections. I would encourage 
everyone with a business to get 
involved.’

The Argyll and Bute Econ-
omic Forum reported in Feb-
ruary this year that the region 
has real strengths particularly 
in areas such as food and drink, 
tourism, creative industries and 
life sciences. 

David Smart, head of special 

projects at HIE, said addressing 
population decline and realising 
the region’s potential needs a 
joined up approach. 

He added: ‘It is vital Argyll 
and the Islands is home to sig-
nificant numbers of confident, 
growing enterprises that pro-
vide secure, well paid jobs. We 
need to recognise and celebrate 
the enterprise we have here, en-
courage more of it and make it 
contagious. That’s what Argyll 
Enterprise Week is all about.

‘We want the event to celebrate 
existing enterprise across Argyll 
and the Islands, stimulate fresh 
ideas and create new connec-
tions and collaborations. 

‘We are confident people 
interested in enterprise will be 
inspired by the range and con-
tent of the activities and look 
forward to sharing more details 
soon about what’s planned for 
Argyll Enterprise Week.’

The event programme will be 
published at the end of August, 
when the activities will open 
for bookings. For more infor-
mation visit www.hie.co.uk/
argyllenterpriseweek or call the 
local Business Gateway team on 
01546 604555. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

THIS month marks the 30th anni-
versary of the first shipment made 
from superquarry Glensanda, 
located in the centre of a peak in 
Morvern Peninsula, near Oban.

Glensanda is the flagship site of 
construction materials producer 
and supplier Aggregate Industries 
and the largest granite quarry 
in Europe. It has an annual pro-
duction capacity in excess of nine 
million tonnes and a massive 760 
million tonnes reserve of granite.

Glensanda was first discovered 
by John Yeoman on a boating 
holiday. The site was then named 
as a potential location in a report 
commissioned by the government 
in the 1970s to identify coastal 
superquarries. Extraction began 
in 1986 and it undertook its first 
shipment on August 5 to Houston, 
Texas, delivering the granite to the 

US gulf market just 10 days after 
setting sail.

Since then, more than 5,500 ship-
ments have been made to projects 
throughout Europe, including the 
Channel Tunnel, the TGV rail line 
from Bordeaux to Bayonne and 
the Pont de Normandie in France, 
the Olympic park for the London 
2012 Games and the new London 
Gateway container port.

Located on the banks of Loch Lin-
nhe, Glensanda is only accessible 
by sea because of the surrounding 
mountainous terrain. It is renowned 
for being one of the most efficient 
mineral extraction operations in the 
world. Granite is crushed at the top 
of the mountain, then fed into a ‘glo-
ry hole’ taking it into the core, then 
through a tunnel to the foreshore 
where it is washed and stored ready 
for shipping.
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 August 2016.

WIN 
TWO GIN CONNOISSEUR TOURS AT THE EDINBURGH GIN DISTILLERY AND THREE BOTTLES OF THEIR GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: How many gins make up Edinburgh Gin’s core range?

From the modern-day capital of the gin renaissance, 
Edinburgh Gin presents a distinguished family of premium 
Scottish gins. Their classic juniper-forward Original Gin, 
marine botanicals infused Seaside Gin and navy-strength 
Cannonball Gin form the core range of London Dry style 
gins. These are joined by three luscious gin liqueurs.

To celebrate the return of The Edinburgh Gin Garden to 
St Andrew Square, we’re offering our readers a true taste of 
summer. One lucky winner will win a trio of the core range of 
gins, perfect for G&Ts and a range of refreshing cocktails. 

The juniper experience doesn’t stop there; this 
prize also includes a Gin Connoisseur Tour at their 
highly-rated Edinburgh Gin distillery in Edinburgh’s 
West End. Experience the history of gin, followed by an 
unforgettable tutored tasting. What are you waiting for? 
Raise a glass to summer with Edinburgh Gin.

WIN 
CAMPING AND FAMILY TICKETS TO GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR 2016

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Galloway Country Fair takes place in the grounds 
of which Castle?

Galloway Country Fair, one of the Scottish rural calendar’s biggest 
events, returns to the beautiful Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate 
on 20 and 21 August 2016. And to celebrate, we’ve teamed up with 
Drumlanrig to offer readers the chance to win one of two family 

camping passes and tickets for the event, with a further eight runners-up 
receiving a family ticket. 

Visit www.gallowaycountryfair.co.uk for tickets and further 
information.

NB: This competition closes on Friday 5 August
Family camping pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) access to camp at the Fair for three nights. A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) entry to the Fair on either 20 or 

21 August. Two winners will receive one family camping pass worth £120 each. Eight runners-up will receive one family pass worth £30 each. Prize is non-transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

The prize includes one 70cl bottle each of Original Gin, Cannonball Gin, Seaside Gin, and two tickets for the Edinburgh Gin Connoisseur Tour at their distillery at 1A Rutland Place Edinburgh. Dates for the tour subject to 
availability. No cash alternative available. Entrants must be over age 18.

207_sf08.indd   207 22/06/2016   14:28:19

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. Closing 
date is August 31, 2016. Entrants must be 18 or over. The prize includes one 70cl bottle each of Original Gin, Cannonball Gin, Seaside Gin and two tickets for the Edinburgh 
Gin Connoisseur Tour at their distillery at 1A Rutland Place, Edinburgh. Dates for the tour subject to availability.
Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be � rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish 
to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.
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Across

1 Gate type to enter a party (7)

5 Foul (5)

8 Gaunt (7)

9 Large group of singers (5)

10 Indiana's state flower (5)

11 Gaffer (7)

12 Tied (6)

14 Actions (6)

17 Apostate (7)

19 Go forth (5)

22 Actionable words (5)

23 Decrease in amount (7)

24 Threadbare (5)

25 One hundred years (7)

Down

1 Tighten down on (5)

2 Conflict (5)

3 Peaceful (7)

4 Become thinner (6)

5 More pleaseant (5)

6 Presenter of theatre (7)

7 Pants (1-6)

12 Learner (7)

13 Cheese dish (7)

15 View (7)

16 Sour (6)

18 Watched by millions in their homes (5)

20 Hindu holy man (5)

21 File (5)
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SPONSORS

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.comwww.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 

unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 

wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography

Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe 
for only 

£15 
a year

NEW 

ISSUE 

OUT 

NOW

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

Kinlochleven Prisoner of War 
Commemoration Group

Kinlochleven High School and Leven Centre Campus
Saturday 13th August. Starting 12noon prompt

Three Wee Crows Theatre Group performing Burning Heather, 
Broken Sons, followed by unveiling of commissioned 
paintings, scale model of camp, exhibition of photos 
& archives, local plays by village children, children’s 

entertainment, food & refreshments.
Admission free, all welcome.

Oban & Lorn Horticultural Society 

Annual Flower Show
Saturday 20th August
Glencruitten Road Church Hall

Doors open 12 noon
Floral/veg/children’s & photography sections
Entry by donation includes tea/coffee/biscuits

Produce sale at 3.00pm – proceeds to local charities
Open to everyone

AnComunnGàidhealeach
CRUACHAN 

BRANCH
SUMMER CEILIDH

Thursday 11th August
7.30 p.m.

Taynuilt Village Hall
Admission £4, 
Members £3,  

Children (5-16 yrs) £2

Adlibitum 
Virtuoso Violin and 

Accordion Duo
Blending Classical 

with Folk
Saturday 20th August 

7.30pm
St Conan’s Kirk

Tickets on door £7
Refreshments

The Great Oban Bay Raft Race
Saturday 13th August 

Starting from George Street beach
with registration of teams from 12 noon

Judging of rafts from 1.30pm
Race starts between 2.00pm & 2.30pm

When the tide is right!
Event sponsored by The George Street Fish

 Restaurant and organised by Oban & Lorn Lions Club

For more details Tel: 07880 535550

IT WAS a great day in Bunessan last weekend 
as the whole community, it seemed, came out to 
enjoy the delights of the show, with the volunteer 
committee again organising an incredible day out. 

There was something for everyone, including 
all those people who needed to shelter from the 
terrible rain in the beer tent - and by late afternoon 
those who wanted to bask in the glorious sunshine. 
Then, of course, it rained again.

This year’s Champion of Champions is Orla 
MacLennan on her ‘beautiful’ black horse. It was a 
good and worthy winner, but mention also has to be 
made of the cattle entries from Margaret Dougall’s 
granddaughter Heidi, the sheep champion from 
Knock Farm, as well as a fantastic dog from the 
Ross of Mull – all exceptional winners in their own 
right.

The gardening and craft sections were well con-
tested, with the two garden hotels on Iona again 
going head to head. This year it was the St Columba 
garden that took the trophy - but as  head gardener 
Luke Senior is making his way to Kew Botanic 
Gardens at the end of the summer, next year may 
be an even more hotly contested campaign. 

Bunessan ShowBunessan ShowBunessan ShowBunessan ShowBunessan Show

There are winners and then there are the cutest winners of the horse categories. Well done girls! 
17_t33bunessan5

Mull and Iona Pipe Band point out the sea eagles…or was it a buzzard...or a seagull. 17_t33bunessan14
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Friday 12 - Thursday 18 August
FINDING DORY | U | 123 MIN
Fri: 14:30, Sat: 14:00, Sun: 17:15, Mon: 13:00, Tue; 14:00, Wed, 
Thu: 13:00
3D: Fri, Sat: 14:40, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 14:30
Disney• Pixar’s “ Finding Dory” reunites everyone’ s favourite 
forgetful blue tang, Dory, with her friends Nemo and Marlin 
on a search for answers about her past.

GHOSTBUSTERS (2016) | 12A | 136 MIN
Fri: 19:30, Sat: 21:00, Sun: 19:30, Mon: 20:00, Tue: 21:00, Wed, 
Thu: 20:00
30 years after Ghostbusters took the world by storm, the 
beloved franchise makes its long-awaited return. Director 
Paul Feig brings his fresh take to the supernatural comedy, 
joined by some of the funniest actors working today.

KIDS CLUB: THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME | 
100 MIN
Sat: 11:30
Childrens Classic. A deformed bell-ringer must assert his 
independence from a vicious government minister in order 
to help his friend, a gypsy dancer.

STAR TREK BEYOND | 12A | 142 MIN
Fri: 17:00, 19:45, Sat: 17:00, 18:30, 19:45, Sun: 17:00, 19:30, 
Mon: 17:00, 17:30, 19:45, Tue: 17:00, 18:30, 19:45, Wed, Thu: 
17:00, 17:30, 19:45
Parent and Baby Screening: Tue: 11:30
The fi rst leg of the USS Enterprise’s fi ve year mission takes 
them into uncharted territory. There the Enterprise is nearly 
destroyed and strands Kirk and his crew on a remote planet 
with no means of communication. Kirk must then work 
with the elements to reunite his crew and get back to Earth.

SILVER SCREEN - THE LEGEND OF TARZAN | 12A | 
130 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £3.00! Tea and cake £1.50
Tarzan, having acclimated to life in London, is called back to 
his former home in the jungle to investigate the activities at 
a mining encampment.

THE BFG | PG | 137 MIN
Fri, Sat: 12:00, Sun: 14:45, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 12:00
A girl named Sophie encounters the Big Friendly Giant who, 
despite his intimidating appearance, turns out to be a kind 
hearted soul who is considered an outcast by the other 
giants because unlike his peers refuses to eat boys and girls. 
Based on the novel by Roald Dahl. Film directed by Steven 
Spielberg. Stars Mark Rylance, Rebecca Hall, Bill Hader.

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS | U | 120 MIN
Fri: 17:00 Sat: 16:15,Sun: 12:30, Mon: 15:15  Tue: 16:15 Wed, 
Thu: 15:15
Taking place in a Manhattan apartment building, Max’s 
life as a favourite pet is turned upside down, when his 
owner brings home a sloppy mongrel named Duke. They 
have to put their quarrels behind when they fi nd out that 
an adorable white bunny named Snowball is building an 
army of abandoned pets determined to take revenge on all 
happy-owned pets and their owners.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

15LEISURE

community-owned and run

Charlie Macdougall shows just how easy it is to put a 
sheaf over the bar. 17_t33bunessan2

Champion of 
Champions Orla 
MacLennan of 
Aros 
Mains. 17_t33bunes-

san4

Charlie Macdougall shows just how easy it is to put a Charlie Macdougall shows just how easy it is to put a 
sheaf over the bar. 17_t33bunessan2

Aros 
Mains. 17_t33bunes-

san4

Champion of 
Champions Orla 
MacLennan of 

Mr Stephen MacCallum MC and general runner abouter. 
17_t33bunessan6

Dris, 2, with owner Janet Taylor was overall 
dog champion. Both live on the Ross of Mull. 

17_t33bunessan7

Incoming president Gordon Rutherford, left, shows he will not be moved on 
the subject of the programme – with Stewart Macdougall. 17_t33bunessan9

Councillor Alastair MacDougall and Ionaite Joyce MacIntyre. 17_t33bunessan8

The Johnston clan from Pottie struggle on in the rain. 17_t33bunessan13
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In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

West Highland Yachting Week success is built on Argyll's rich sailing history
The Royal Highland Yacht Club was 
founded in Oban in 1881, and held its first 
regatta the following year. In those days 
yachts were generally much larger and 
required paid crews to sail them. Between 
the wars most leisure sailing craft had be-
come smaller, less expensive and capable 
of being handled competently by their 
owners with help from friends and family. 

In 1947 the Royal Highland Yacht Club, 
Oban Sailing Club and the Western Isles 
Sailing Club decided to combine their 
respective regatta events into a single 
six-day yachting extravaganza – the West 
Highland Yachting Week. Represent-
atives from each club formed the Joint 
Regatta Committee, establishing an event 
management system still effective today.

The Race Team is responsible for 
course-setting, rules, times and results – a 
combination of accurate observations and 
calculations – achieved with help from the 
official boats stationed at the start and 
finish lines and racing marks.  For many 
years the late Philip Preston, engineering 
supremo and former boss of Caledonian 
MacBrayne and Loganair, was a key mem-
ber of this team. Philip is remembered as 
an unshakably cheery race official, even 
in the poorest and most challenging of 
conditions. He is sadly missed.

One of the characteristics of West High-
land Yachting Week is its mobility. Feeder 
races from Gigha and Oban concentrated 
competing boats at Craobh from where 
this year’s series races in Loch Melfort 
started. In previous years other feeder 
races brought the Clyde fleet from Inver-
kip to Ardrishaig, and the Crinan Canal 
would be jammed with boats pushing to 
Crinan. Other feeder races over the years 

have included Bangor to Crinan and Oban 
to Crinan.  

The passage race to Oban is one of the 
world’s great nautical spectacles – as many 
as 200 sailing boats of all shapes and sizes 
have been recorded crashing or ghosting 
up the Sound of Luing. After crossing the 
line, boats and crews are based in Oban 
and fill the bay and neighbouring marinas, 
and the town benefits enormously from 
this influx of happy, hungry and thirsty 
sailors. This year the crews were based in 
Oban for four nights in total and made a 
significant contribution to the seasonal 
uplift in business for restaurants, bars 
and shops. Food, drink and music are 
important and traditional elements of the 
event’s social scene, and a great way for 
local businesses and artists to get involved. 

Racing out of Oban this year involved 
two class races in the Firth of Lorn. 
Sometimes, if tidal conditions allow, these 
races take place round the Isle of Lismore. 
Each course presents technical challenges 
associated with close inshore racing and 
famously changeable conditions, but the 
overwhelming impact of the beautiful and 
dramatic surroundings is what makes this 
event uniquely special. 

The Oban to Tobermory passage race 
is another familiar fixture – sometimes 
a gloriously random scatter of boats all 
trying to find favourable wind and any 
advantage as they tackle the Sound of 
Mull. This year the fleet was berthed in 
Tobermory for two nights for class races 
and the start of the Tobermory to Oban 
return passage event. Crews always make 
the most of local hospitality in Tobermory 
and back in Oban for the prize-giving 
ceremony and party.

The success of this great event is largely 
dependent on the continued support of 
race sponsors. Between 1980 and 2009 
Tennent Caledonian Breweries 
supported the racing and 
social events and laid the 
foundations for the Joint Re-
gatta Committee to grow West 
Highland Yachting Week into 
an open international sporting 
event. This year’s sponsors were 
Argyll & Bute Council, Gael 
Force Marine Equipment, Malin 
Waters, Owen Sails, Thomas 
Tunnock Ltd and Tobermory 
Harbour Association. The event 
would not have been such a success 
without the support of Craobh, 
Dunstaffnage and Oban Marinas, 
HM Coastguard, the RNLI, West 
Coast Motors, Flit Self Drive and the 
Gigha Heritage Trust.

The organisers, sponsors and sup-
porters are justifiably proud of West 
Highland Yachting Week, and 
competitors look forward to 
retaining titles or improving 
performances year on year. The 
communities on the changing 
circuit provide safe, welcoming 
and friendly experiences and 
provide fine showcases of the 
Argyll and the Islands holiday 
destination. The suite of 
facilities available to visiting 
boats improves every year, and 
destinations up and down the 
coast are developing appeal-
ing products and services to 
meet the needs of visitors arriving by road, 
rail and air.

Enquiries@arisaighotel.co.uk

01687 450210
www.opentable.co.uk/baywater-restaurant

Baywater Restaurant
at The Arisaig Hotel

Main Road, Arisaig, Highland PH39 4NH

FLOATING on the beautiful Caledo-
nian Canal the Eagle Barge Inn pro-
vides the perfect setting for a fantastic 
seafood meal or specialist curry.
The only floating restaurant and bar on 
the canal, the 120 ft Dutch barge was 
built in Holland in 1926 and weighs in 
at around 200 tonnes.
The barge was converted into a restau-
rant which now offers a unique dinning 
experience for those who want to dine 
on the beautiful Caledonian Canal 
Stationed at Laggan Locks, near 
Invergarry, the Eagle Barge has a full 
selection of Ales on tap, and 62 whis-
keys on offer.
They offer a lunch time menu from 
12pm to 3.30pm that does not require 
a booking, and two evening dinners 
menus. The evening meals are from 
5.30pm to 8.30pm and must be pre 

booked before 3pm on the day you wish 
to eat, as all of the evening meals are 
cooked to order.
Their specialist dish is a Seafood 
Fayre which is made of crab leg, crab 
claws, langoustines, mussels, peppered 
mackerel, lobster, squid and clams, all 
served on a bed of steaming turmeric 
rice.
The Eagle Barge also offers a range 
of specialist curries, including korma, 
balti, rongan josh, tikka masala and 
jalfrezi. 
They are unique in the fact they boast 
some of the hottest curries in Scotland, 
if you choose of course. They can go 
from mild to wild to suits your needs.
With a warm fireplace, comfy leather 
sofas in the bar area and a diverse menu 
the Eagle Barge Inn offers something 
for everyone.

The Eagle Barge
Summerdining Lochaber

THE garden at Killean Farm, the 
ferry over to the Isle of Gigha… 
these are my earliest memories, 
and they are in Argyll, a place 
that has always felt like home, 
even though I spent most of my 
childhood in rural Perthshire.  

But despite these early years, 
there is so much I had never seen.  
When you get out of a car and 
explore the islands, waterways and 
mainland of Argyll and the Isles 
under your own steam, by foot, by 
bicycle, by kayak and much more, 
there is an amazing connected-
ness to these varied landscapes.  

And what’s more, it gives you 
a far better chance to meet the 
locals, the people who call this 
beautiful part of Scotland home.  I 
have been blown away by the natu-
ral beauty and brilliant adventure 
playground that I discovered 
during the Wild About Argyll ad-
venture and film project.  Whilst 
‘only’ being 12 days, we packed 
in what many people would take 
years to complete, including 
iconic challenges like running 
the Paps of Jura, cycling the Mull 
sportive and rowing a Viking long 
boat across Loch Fyne. 

As a physical challenge, I knew 
this would be tough – very used 
to long expeditions, what was dif-
ferent this time was taking on up 
to five sporting challenges every 
day.  The days were long and the 
nights often short, often so we 
could catch the early tide, or an 
early flight from Oban airport 
out to explore another island, like 
Tiree or Colonsay.  But I am not 
looking for, nor will I receive any 
sympathy, for this was a dream 
‘job’ – to explore and showcase 
all that Argyll and the Isles has to 
offer when it comes to adventure 
tourism.  

My second daughter is just 10 
weeks old, so I was keen not to be 

away from home for a fortnight, 
so my wife Nicci and the children 
came and road tripped from Kin-
tyre all the way to Oban.  Harriet, 
who will be three years old next 
week, loved seeing daddy ‘work-
ing’ every day, either galloping 
down Carradale beach on a 
thoroughbred horse, open water 
swimming in Loch Lomond or 
cycling the Rest and Be Thankful 
old road.  One of my favourite 
moments was running up the 
Cobbler, near Arrochar, late in 
the evening.  It was so clear that 
to the west I could see Ben More 
on Mull, to the South all the way 
to Goatfell on Arran, to the east 
to mountains above Lochearn 
and to the north to Crianlarich. 

The penultimate days adven-
ture was our only really rainy day, 
but that didn’t seem to matter as 
I was exploring the trails above 
Inveraray Castle with MotoScot-
land.  Motocross certainly lends 
itself to being wet and muddy, so 
apart from my poor film crew and 
their soaking cameras, we were 
all having a wonderful time.  

That evening finished with a big 
event in the Corran Halls, where 
250 people came along to hear 
the adventures from ‘Around the 
World and back to Argyll’ - but 
before getting there we had 
another high octane location to 
film.  The brilliantly nutty and 
talented Ben Cathro, the Seil 
Island downhill biker, built a gap 
jump across a small road – but 
the resulting jump was anything 
but small, and my task was to 
time my cycling along the road, 
so I would be directly underneath 
him in full flight.  Please don’t try 
that at home!

The final challenge was on the 
beautiful islands of Colonsay 
and Oronsay – to fell run 22 
MacPhie’s – the hills over 300 

feet.  In parts a stunning route 
along the cliff edges and along 
the wide beaches, but in other 
parts whacking our way through 
chest deep ferns and brambles!  It 
was a 6 hour fell run more than 
20 miles and a fitting challenge to 
finish 12 magnificent days adven-
turing in Argyll and the Isles.  

There was a huge amount of in-
terest along the route from locals 
and businesses, as well as massive 
participation online throughout 
the adventure.  Thanks to every-
one who made this happen and 
who supported my journey.   The 
final films will be online during 
the Autumn for everyone to enjoy 
the wildness of Argyll & the Isles, 
and hopefully to inspire many 
more adventures in this beautiful 
part of Scotland.  I certainly plan 
to be back before long, to explore 
more, perhaps with the family 
and perhaps in less of a hurry!  

ATIC director Calum Ross 
congratulated Mark and the 
team at the end of the adventure 
saying:  “When we put this series 
of challenges together we knew 
it was ambitious.  As an organ-
isation we celebrate excellence 
and ambition, and who better 
to showcase these qualities than 
Mark Beaumont?  During Mark’s 
talk in the Corran Halls we 
learned his philosophy that we 
are limited only by our self im-
posed boundaries.  Wild About 
Argyll proved we have one of 
the best adventure playgrounds 
in the world and Mark’s 12-day 
challenge and subsequent film 
will allow us to encourage many 
more visitors to come and discov-
er their own epic adventures here 
in Argyll and the Isles.”

Mark’s full Wild About Argyll 
adventure and daily blogs are 
available on line @exploreargyll.
co.uk

Mark's twelve- 
day challenge 
comes to an end

dependent on the continued support of 
race sponsors. Between 1980 and 2009 
Tennent Caledonian Breweries 

an open international sporting 
event. This year’s sponsors were 
Argyll & Bute Council, Gael 
Force Marine Equipment, Malin 
Waters, Owen Sails, Thomas 
Tunnock Ltd and Tobermory 
Harbour Association. The event 
would not have been such a success 
without the support of Craobh, 
Dunstaffnage and Oban Marinas, 
HM Coastguard, the RNLI, West 
Coast Motors, Flit Self Drive and the 

The organisers, sponsors and sup-
porters are justifiably proud of West 
Highland Yachting Week, and Highland Yachting Week, and 
competitors look forward to 
retaining titles or improving 

meet the needs of visitors arriving by road, 

To advertise in the 
Lochaber Summer 

Dining Guide please 
call 01397 707692
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The Lorne has been an Oban tradition for over 100 
years, and now long-time manager Declan Curran 
has taken over ownership, transforming it into a 
dining destination as well as a live music venue and 
pub.
‘The company that had ownership before brought 
in pre-made food and all you had to do was operate 
a microwave,’ Declan admits. ‘I’m taking it away 
from all that. Everything is made with fresh pro-
duce, cooked from scratch- quality products such 

as local produce, and a lot more specials. We’re 
getting people in the habit of thinking of the Lorne 
as a food venue.’
Declan does the cooking, building on his decades 
of kitchen experience, � rst as a chef for Stena Line 
super ferry in his native Ireland, then as a pub man-
ager in Glasgow, before he moved to Oban 11 years 
ago to manage the Lorne. ‘I’m a lot more motivated 
now that I’m the owner. I got back in the kitchen 
because I love cooking- and that’s the key to being 

a good chef, being passionate about it. 
The new menu features favourites such as Chicken 
Balmoral and haggis, with highlights such as 
Declan’s signature Pork Stornoway. The Feast for a 
Fiver menu is especially popular, with hearty dishes 
such as haddock and chips, burgers, pizzas and en-
chiladas- all freshly made with generous portions.  
Several Quorn based and vegetarian dishes feature 
prominently on the menu. ‘If you have a food 
allergy, they really look after you here,’ said regular 

New direction for an Oban institution

If you would like to advertise in the Summer Dining section, please call our sales team on 01631 568000

DDIVINE
FOOD &
DRINK

Enjoy superb food & drink 
against the stunning backdrop 
of Loch Craignish in one of 
Argyll’s best kept secrets -  
The Galley of Lorne Inn

T: 01852 500 284 l www.galleyoflorne.co.uk

Ardfern,
by Oban

PA31 8QN

follow us online:

Argyll & the islands

Formed eight years ago and 
having gone through various 
line-up changes, Trail West 
have set a new bar for them-
selves with their newly-released 
second Album.  Rescattermas-
tered is an absolute cracker and 
I would impress upon you all to 
run as fast as you can down to 
Oban Music Shop and buy two 
copies each.  Run back home, 
put it on and cancel work till 
next Tuesday! 

The recording has had great 
reviews and the new material 
is going down a storm with live 
audiences.  Releasing the right 
album is one of the best ways 
for a band to instantly increase 
profile and grow audience 
catchment.  I am in no doubt 
this album will mark a bright 
new chapter in Trail West’s 
journey.  

The 13-track package of West 
Coast craic and musical energy 
was released on the Tyree 
Records label and was steered 
by the skilful engineering and 
production of Ross Wilson.  
Shortly after receiving my 
own two copies I pulled into 
a passing place on Kenovay, 
Tiree and listened to the whole 

thing from start to finish.  The 
variety of the tracks, contrast-
ing emotional effects and over-
all energy of it delivers as the 
name suggests, a strong feeling 
of celebration.  

Seonaidh MacIntyre’s power-
ful, gravelly vocals lead a range 
of different song-types in both 
Gaelic and English and this 
increased emphasis on songs is 
the most significant change in 
format from their first album.  
It works well on the recording 
and the response from audi-
ences at festivals this summer 
shows that it works live as well.  

The virtuosity of Ian 
Smith’s accordion playing 
and Seonaidh’s piping are a 
strength of the band and this 
is displayed perfectly on both 
the title track and the pipe-led 
“Here we Go Ab”. It is obvious-
ly a subjective issue but for me, 
Seonaidh is the best young pip-
er on the scene at present.  His 
ease of musicality and flare on 
the bagpipe are second to none 
in his age group.  The teachings 
of Iain MacDonald and his 
own natural gift shine through 
in his style and delivery.  Ian’s 
brilliance on the accordion 

marries perfectly with this and 
the solid backing from Alan 
Campbell and Andrew Findlat-
er create the perfect runway for 
the melodies to fly from.

It was a great honour that 
included on the album is 
Maraiche nan Cuantan, a song 
my mother and I composed.  
Kathleen MacInnes sings it 
beautifully.  

Despite the attributes of the 
tracks and highlights above, 
there is one piece that blows 
the rest into the background! 
That is the Sing along Gàidhlig 
Waltzes.  

With an array of wild “Scatter-
masters” on backing, and lead 
vocals being shared between 
Seonaidh, his uncle the great 
John Alex MacKay, and Ian’s 
Dad, the incomparable Bernie 
Smith Senior, this medley of 
songs encapsulates the ethos 
of the album and the character 
of the band.  Indeed this track 
is the main reason you will 
need to buy two CDs, because 
if you listen to the track often 
enough, you may be inspired to 
get so “rescattermastered” that 
you will probably lose the first 
copy!

Music Masters 'Rescattermastered'

AN EXHIBITION featuring ‘world class’ 
art was unveiled in Tobermory last Saturday 
boasting a selection of prints from the Glas-
gow Print Workshop.

Staff at An Tobar Arts Centre had the op-
portunity to look through the archives of the 
Glasgow Print Workshop and select which 
pieces of work they wanted to display.

The exhibition is titled You Humans and 
it ‘reflects on the ways that they [the artists] 
have explored the depiction of humanity’.

Mike Darling, exhibition coordinator, 
said: ‘I’m really excited about it. It’s world-
class art in Tobermory. 

‘The selection is based on a wide range of 
print techniques. We are trying to get a 
bit of a buzz going around printing. 

‘They [the prints] are all for 
sale and in our smaller gal-
lery we are putting on anoth-
er exhibition called Argyll 
Prints – it’s a collection 
of print work from artists 
from Argyll and Mull.’

Workshops teaching 
various printing tech-
niques will also run 
alongside the exhibition, 
which will be on display 
until October 1.

An Tobar is also look-
ing for submissions from 
Artists from Argyll to 
display in a gallery once 
the current exhibition 
ends.

Mike added: ‘It would 
be good to get some 
people in from outside of 
Mull. I will try to organise 
a pick up from Oban.’

For more information, 
visit www.comar.co.uk.

The Scottish Wildlife Trust’s 
(SWT) annual Summer Fair at 
Dunollie Museum Castle and 
Grounds attracted a good crowd 
last Saturday in spite of rather 
mixed weather, when locals and 
holidaymakers gathered in the 
marquee on the lawn.

Visitors were entertained by 
a hawk and owl display by Paul 
Finnigan, music from the The 
Harpees and Ann Bar and 
friends, wildlife photographs 
from Oban Photographic Club 
alongside displays from the SWT 
and the Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust. Other stalls in-
cluded wildlife artist Jane Smith 

signing her book on Oronsay, 
a bread-maker from Lismore 
and face-painting by Lindsay 
MacLean. Light lunches were 
served and there was an excellent 
tombola and lucky dip and other 
games for the younger folk.

Overall, the event raised more 
than £1,200 to help support wild-
life conservation in Scotland.

SWT group members said local 
businesses were very generous 
in their support and they were 
grateful to the following who 
donated items for the tombola 
- Anglers’ Corner, Beauty at 
Atlantis,Cakebread’s Garden 
Centre, Edinburgh Woollen 

Mill, Flit Car and Van Hire, 
Gordons Chemists, Home-
base, Millstone Wholefoods, 
Oban Office Supplies, Oban 
Photographic Centre, Outside 
Edge, Pets at Home, Poppies 
Garden Centre, Purdies, Saint 
Saviour Beauty Salon, Sea-Life 
Adventures, Sealife Centre, Su-
perdrug, Tesco, The Iona Shop, 
The Whisky Shop, W.H.Smith 
and Waterstones.

They also thanked members 
and supporters for their help in 
setting up the marquee, donating 
gifts, staffing stalls and generally 
helping to make the event a suc-
cess. 

SWT summer fair raises 
£1,200 for wildlife cause

customer Beatrice Keenan. 
Declan is livening up the pub side of the business 
with a � ne choice of ales and lagers.  He looks 
forward to bringing in even more live music, with 
bigger names such as Trail West, who is playing 
this Saturday, and starting the music earlier in the 
evening, around 9pm. With pub quizzes every 
Thursday from 9pm and Friday specials like free 
pizza slices, everything that locals love about The 
Lorne bar is set to be even better. 
‘Pubs have changed so much.’ he explained. 
‘You’ve got to develop the food side of things. 
Tourists seem to love us, but locals are a harder sell. 
Now the quality and the price point are there.’ 

New and loyal customers approve of the new 
direction. ‘The fact that Declan has taken over the 
bar has been a real eye opener,’ one regular said. ‘It 
struggled under corporate ownership and he has 
returned it to a home pub.’
‘It’s cosy, comfy and friendly here,’ says regular 
Eleanor Shepherd. ‘You know the sta�  will go the 
extra mile.’ 
With a focus on welcoming service and quality fare, 
Declan hopes to set a new standard for pub food. 
‘We’re pushing the value for money, giving people 
an excuse to come in and dine at a traditional pub 
and get fresh food at a price that actually beats the 
chains- but the quality is so much better.’

AN EXHIBITION featuring ‘world class’ 
art was unveiled in Tobermory last Saturday 
boasting a selection of prints from the Glas-

Staff at An Tobar Arts Centre had the op-
portunity to look through the archives of the 
Glasgow Print Workshop and select which 
pieces of work they wanted to display.

The exhibition is titled You Humans and 
it ‘reflects on the ways that they [the artists] 
have explored the depiction of humanity’.

Mike Darling, exhibition coordinator, 
said: ‘I’m really excited about it. It’s world-

‘The selection is based on a wide range of 
print techniques. We are trying to get a 
bit of a buzz going around printing. 

‘They [the prints] are all for 
sale and in our smaller gal-
lery we are putting on anoth-
er exhibition called Argyll 
Prints – it’s a collection 

For more information, 

Mike Darling and Beth Anderson help with the 
display. 17_t33Art01.

Ruth Darling, Beth Anderson and Isla McNaughton, who work at the centre, stand in front of some of the prints. 17_t33Art02.

Mull showcase for selected 
Glasgow Print Workshop art
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Scottish textile design studio Juniper and Jane is 
based in West Kilbride, Ayrshire.  Much of their time is 
spent roaming Scotland’s wild places from which they 
draw inspiration for their printed patterns. 

Textile Artist, Jane Hunter and designer, Sam Kilday 
venture off the beaten track in a bid to fi nd those 
quiet, remote locations in which to absorb the natural 
surroundings.  Travels take the pair from craggy 
coastlines, hearing only the sound of inquisitive seals 
to lonely mountain corries in the hidden north, long 
since abandoned by ice and man.

Juniper and Jane’s textile patterns evoke the true 
character of Scotland’s wilderness in a contemporary, 
illustrative style.

The mountain bothy cushion on offer is printed on 
100% natural, unbleached cotton and comes complete 
with a plump feather pad.

To fi nd out more about Juniper and Jane’s fabrics, gifts 
and home accessories visit: www.juniperandjane.co.uk

PER QUARTER

ONLY

SUBSCRIBE to 
Scottish Field and receive a free 
mountain bothy cushion from 

Juniper and Jane worth £42.00*

SAVE OVER

20%
ON THE COVER PRICE –

ONLY £39.96 (Direct Debit)

A SUBSTANTIAL SAVING 
ON A YEARLY COVER 
PRICE OF £51.00

A STUNNING BORDERS GARDEN MAKING OF THE MIKADOTHE FORGOTTEN ARCTIC EXPLORER   BIRTHPLACE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

JULY 2016
CASTAWAY – Dumped on an uninhabited Hebridean island with no food or shelter, how would we survive?

Plus

10 The alien wildlife  invading Scotland

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   JULY 2016. £4.25
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Record number of pupils 
secure university place
FINALLY after waiting many 
anxious weeks, thousands of 
pupils across Argyll and Bute 
opened their exam results 
on Tuesday, as the Scottish 
Government announced the 
largest number of Scots school 
children had secured their 
university places.

More than 140,000 students 
north of the Border received 
the results of their National 
4 and 5, Higher, Advanced 
Higher and Scottish Baccalau-
reate exams from the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority, with 
9,000 certificates dropping 
through letterboxes in the PA 
postcode.

28,300 Scottish students suc-
cessfully secured their higher 
education courses, with 27,400 
going on to Scottish universi-
ties and colleges, and a further 
3,900 EU pupils securing 
places in Scotland.

This year also saw the second 
highest number of Higher 
passes on record, at 152,701 
or 77 per cent of those sat, 
despite a fall in the number of 
school students. More pupils 
also gained Higher-level quali-
fications related to work skills, 
with National Certificates at 
SCQF level 6 increasing by 23 
per cent to 4,920. 

National Certificates, 
Awards and National Progres-

sion Awards, in courses such 
as early education, childcare 
and computer games develop-
ment, also went up 27 per cent 
to more than 43,000.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
still analysing the results from 
across the region’s schools, 
which it will continue to share, 
but it announced the pass rates 

for Higher exams was 78.29 
per cent, just above the nation-
al average. 96.17 per cent of 
Argyll and Bute pupils sitting 
the National 4 qualification 
passed, three points above the 
average, and 78.29 per cent 
passed the National 5, just 
below the nationwide figure of 
79 per cent. 

Locally, there were also 255 
passes for Advanced Higher. 
Councillor Rory Colville, 
Policy Lead for Education and 
Lifelong Learning, congratu-
lated pupils, and their teach-
ers, parents and guardians, 
for all their extremely hard 
work: ‘There will be many cel-
ebrations going on as we have 

young people to be proud of. I 
would like to reassure any stu-
dent who would have liked to 
have done better that schools 
will be keen to support them in 
their next steps from here.’

Skills Development Scotland 
has set up a free helpline to 
offer advice, information and 
support for pupils and parents, 
including information on 
college and university courses, 
apprenticeships, employment 
and volunteering. 

The number is 0808 100 
8000, and it will be open from 
8am to 8pm on August 9 and 
10, and from 9am to 5pm until 
August 17.

National Parent Forum of 
Scotland Chair Joanna Mur-
phy described it as ‘a real life 
line’: ‘Young people can talk 
to someone who is impartial, 
which helps you to step back 
and take stock. 

‘One of my daughters didn’t 
do as well as expected in her 
fifth year and was devastated, 
but after talking to the careers 
advisers at the helpline, she 
realised she had so many 
options. 

‘It takes some heat out of 
the emotion of the day and re-
minds young people no matter 
the results, there is always a 
next step.’

You can read more about 
Argyll and Bute’s schools in 
The Oban Times’ education 
supplement next week.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education John Swinney with advisers from the 
exam results helpline.

Island in shock 
as GPs resign 
after six months
TWO GPs have resigned from 
a surgery on the isle of Mull 
after less than six months in the 
position, writes Louise Glen.

The appointment of doctors 
David Wheater and Heather 
Royal at the turn of 2015 was 
meant to signal the end to a 
bleak period in the island’s 
history.

News of the doctors’ departure 
means there will only be one 
functioning salaried practice on 
the island, at Salen, run by Dr 
Frank Teunisse.

Plans for an island-wide prac-
tice have fallen through because 
of continued staffing concerns.

A spokesman for NHS High-
land said: ‘Doctors Wheater and 
Royal will continue to work with 
NHS Highland until the end of 
October, delivering medical ser-
vices to patients in Tobermory.’  

In a statement from both GPs, 
doctors Wheater and Royal 
said: ‘We have appreciated the 
support and guidance that has 
been provided for us over the 
last few months and have en-
joyed working with the practice 
group and members of Lorn 
Medical Practice in Oban.

‘Their experience and advice 
in practice matters has been 
invaluable.  

‘We look forward to contin-
uing to make positive changes 
over the next few weeks and 
months and will support the 
local team in helping where we 
can to recruit to our successors.’

A spokesman for NHS High-
land continued: ‘A doctor has 
offered to provide services in 
the Ross of Mull and Iona until 
he retires, but under a general 
medical services contract.

‘We have decided to take a 
pragmatic approach and have 
put plans in place to advertise 
the Bunessan practice as soon 
as possible in line with national 
legislation enabling interested 
single handed GPs to apply.   

‘Members of the locality team 
have met with local representa-
tives and staff in Bunessan to in-
form them of this development.

‘With regard to older and 
vulnerable people, our highly 
experienced  island community 
team lead has moved to Mull 
for three months to enhance 
the skills of  our existing staff 
ensuring good chronic disease 
management for the most 
vulnerable people on the island, 
which has already had a positive 
impact. 

‘We are also  looking at how 
best we can integrate our health 
and social care teams in the var-
ious localities on Mull to ensure 
care is delivered in a timely way 
to those who need it most.

‘We recognise we have, over 
the last two years, been unsuc-
cessful in our recruitment for 
salaried GPs so are exploring 
the possibility of different 
ways to recruit doctors under a 
different contractual arrange-
ment.’   

Birthday girl’s charity leap

A GIRL from Dunbeg cele-
brated her 16th birthday by 
jumping thousands of feet 
out of the sky to raise money 
for Hope Kitchen, writes David 
McPhee.

Laura Strang, and her brother 
Donald, raised £578 for the 
Oban food bank. She said: ‘It 
[the jump] was amazing. When 
I put my foot out of the plane 

and on to the step it was scary, 
but when I was pushed out it 
wasn’t – it was adrenaline.

‘I wanted to do something ex-
citing for my birthday because 
it’s a memorable age.’

Stuart Chalmers, chairman of 
Hope Kitchen, said: ‘She has 
done something I don’t think 
any of us would have done. 

‘I’m full of admiration and 

really grateful. It [the money] 
will go a long way.’

Lorraine King, manager of 
Hope Kitchen, said: ‘We are 
moving to new premises this 
year and we need everything 
for round there. That amount 
of money could be spent on a 
new oven or a new dishwasher. 
It’s an amazing thing to do for 
her 16th birthday.’

Laura Strang, left, with Lorraine King, Jenny Smith, who volunteers, and Stuart Chalmers. 
17_t33HopeKitchen01

A STUDY by an independent 
consultancy company has found 
that wind farms do not have an 
effect on tourism, writes Louise 
Glen.

Biggar Economics set out to 
find evidence of a relationship 
between the development of 
onshore wind farms and the 
tourism sector in Scotland.

The study looked at changes in 
employment in the sustainable 
tourism sector between 2009 
and 2013. It considered these 
along with the growth in the 
onshore wind sector during this 
period.

The report looked at tourism 
employment in the immediate 
locality of 18 wind farms across 
Scotland that have been built 
since 2009.

The author said: ‘This found 
there was a significant variation 
between sites and there was no 
overall relationship between the 
development of wind energy and 
tourism employment in an area. 

‘In fact, in the majority of 
cases the level of tourism em-
ployment increased more in the 
immediate area surrounding 
a wind farm than in the wider 
local authority area.’

The study concluded: ‘The 
analysis found there was no 
relationship between the growth 
in the number of wind turbines 
and the level of tourism employ-
ment at the local authority level.

‘It would be reasonable to ex-
pect that any impacts associated 
with a wind farm development 
are most likely to be felt strong-

est in the immediate vicinity of 
the development. An analysis of 
the levels of employment in the 
sustainable tourism sector in the 
immediate vicinity of onshore 
wind farm developments did not 
find any evidence of these areas 
being adversely affected.

‘On the contrary it was found 
that the tourism sector in the 
majority of areas surrounding 
wind farms grew faster than in 
the local authorities where they 
were situated.

‘Although this study does not 
suggest that there is any direct 
relationship between tourism 
sector growth and wind farm 
development, it does show wind 
farms do not cause a decrease in 
tourism employment either at a 
local or a national level.’

Wind farm study shows 
no impact on tourism

AN UP-AND-COMING craft 
shop, run for and by crafters, 
will celebrate its grand opening 
in Oban with live music on Sat-
urday August 13.

Inverliever’s Susan Bland, 
chairperson of Craft Collection, 

said: ‘We wanted to open a shop 
as well as doing craft fairs.

‘There are other gift shops in 
the area that would take some 
of our stuff in, but we wanted 
something by the crafters, for 
the crafters.

‘Our shop is open to anyone 
who makes crafts, whether 
they’re running a business or 
they just enjoy knitting the odd 
jumper.

‘We don’t take commission. 
All the money from the items 

that sell go to the individual 
who made them. All crafters 
contribute money towards rents 
and rates. That way, it’s fair.’

Craft Collection will initially 
open for four weeks at 12A 
Aird’s Crescent, Oban.

Crafters launch new shop with grand opening in Oban
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Banishing the Brexit blues?
SOME people, myself included, do not 
particularly like surprises and may on 
occasion react negatively to them. 
The outcome of June’s EU referendum 
undoubtedly surprised many of us. 

In that context, it is perhaps 
understandable that commentators, 
mindful of the far-reaching political, 
economic and social rami� cations 
that Brexit may pose for the UK, have 
highlighted survey results that describe a 
sharp deterioration of sentiment.

But, as the dust begins to settle and our 
brains catch up with the changes that 
have taken place, we would do well to 
reassess their importance against market 
fundamentals.

One such fundamental appears to be 
the UK’s strong bedrock desire for home-
ownership.  We recently commissioned 
YouGov plc to undertake consumer 

research into tenure aspirations. The 
� eldwork was conducted online during 
the period June 24–July 7, that is, in the 
immediate aftermath of the Brexit vote.

Given the timing, one might have 
expected the picture to look materially 
di� erent from earlier surveys.

But this turns out not to be the case!
The research is the latest in a long-

running series we have commissioned and 
which shows that aspirations to home-
ownership have remained consistently 
strong. And when we published a regional 
breakdown of data in 2013, it showed that 
the desire to be a home-owner was strong 
across the UK.

When asked about their preferred tenure 
in two years’ time, 72 per cent of adults 
reported that they would like to be home-
owners. Looking further ahead, 10 years 
from now, 80 per cent of respondents hope 

to be home-owners. While we cannot rule 
out the possibility that the Brexit vote 
may have dented the desire for home-
ownership, the underlying preference for 
this tenure is clear. Indeed, the proportion 
of adults hoping to be home-owners in 10 
years’ time remains in line with its 30-year 
average. 

ASPIRATION AND AGE
Notwithstanding the well-known 

a� ordability challenges facing younger 
adults looking to get on the housing 
ladder, at least four-� fths of all adults 
under 55 years old hope to be home-
owners in 10 years’ time (the appetite for 
home-ownership dims a little among older 
age groups as health, care and welfare 
aspects emerge as considerations).

But not all younger adults wish to get 
on to the housing ladder quickly, as many 
view renting privately or living with family 

west coast
PROPERTY

Top � oor one 
bedroom furnished 
� at in central Oban.

Rent £400.00 pcm 
plus council tax, water and 

electricity.
No pets or smoking please

Landlord reg no 257235/130/28471.

Tel 07920071626

TO LET
Bright and spacious fully 
furnished 2 bedroom � at 
for rent suitable for 1 or 2 
people.  Well maintained.   
In lovely location, o� road 

parking and private 
entrance.

Landlord Registration 
no 7999413009410

Further details 
07769687515

TAYNUILT

and friends as attractive short-term alternatives.
As always, there are major questions about 
whether home-ownership aspirations are realistic 
or sustainable, but fundamentally, the British 
love a� air with home-ownership appears to have 

survived Brexit. In a world with few certainties, this 
may be one worth holding on to as we navigate the 
uncharted waters ahead.

Ardconnel Villa, Oban
w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

A deceptively spacious three-bedroom 
ground fl oor apartment, one of four 
apartments within a traditional stone villa, 
located in a popular residential area close 
to Oban’s many amenities and attractions.   

The apartment is accessed via a private 
external door, leading to a spacious porch 
featuring a colourful mosaic fl oor. A large 
glazed door divides the porch and the 
generous central hallway. At the front of 
the apartment is a bright and spacious 
lounge with large bay window, intricate 
cornicing and traditional fi re place. 

A long hallway leads to three well-proportioned bedrooms, each with its own original 
fi replace and enjoying plentiful natural light thanks to large double glazed windows. 
There is a small study off from the hallway which would make a perfect home offi ce. 
There is a well-appointed and tastefully tiled bathroom, complete with bath, shower, 
sink and WC. To the rear of the apartment, adjacent to the kitchen, is a second 
reception with potential use as an additional sitting room or snug, but equally would 
make an excellent entertaining space as a dining room given its proximity to the 
kitchen and generous proportions. Beyond this room, the kitchen allows direct access 
to the communal garden via the back door.

OIRO £185,000

• Spacious Ground Floor 
Apartment

• 3 bedrooms & 1 study

• 1 bathroom & 1 
     additional WC
• Popular Residential Area

• Communal Garden & 
     Private Area
• EPC Rating D (64)

Properties for sale and let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Is your rental property up to the 
Repairing Standard?

The Repairing 
Standard is a basic 

level of repair which all 
private rented accommodation 
must reach. To meet the 
Repairing Standard:

•  The property must be wind 
and watertight

•  The property must be fi t for 
to live in, meeting the ‘tolerable 
standard’

• The structure and exterior 
of the property (for example, 
the walls and roof) must be in a 
reasonable condition

• The installations for the supply 
of water, gas, electricity, and 
for sanitation, space heating 
and heating water must be in a 
reasonable state of repair and 
in proper working order (these 
include external installations, 
such as drains)

• Any fi xtures, fi ttings or 
appliances provided by the 
landlord (such as carpets, 
light � ttings, white goods and 
household equipment) must be 
in a reasonable state of repair 

and in proper working order
•  Any furnishings provided by 

the landlord must be capable of 
being used safely for the purpose 
for which they are designed

•  The property must be fi tted 
with suitable � re detection 
devices – there should be at least 
one smoke alarm in every room 
which is used by the tenants, one 
smoke alarm in every circulation 
space (hallways or landings), and 
a heat alarm in every kitchen. The 
alarms should be interlinked and, 
if installed after September 2007, 
they should be mains powered.

If the property doesn’t reach 
the Repairing Standard and the 
landlord refuses to carry out the 
necessary work, then a landlord 
can be reported to the Private 
Rented Housing Panel. 

Contact the property 
management experts at West 
Property Sales & Lettings, who 
can take the guesswork out of 
the equation, and help landlords 
ensure their rental accommodation 
meets all current legislation.

NOW MANAGING 
PROPERTIES IN 

LOCHABER! 
CALL OUR OFFICE 

FOR A FREE 
APPRAISAL TODAY.

TIRED OF TENANTS 
CALLING AT THE 

WEEKEND? – ASK US 
ABOUT OUR FULL 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
WITH 24 HOUR COVER.

Albert Street, Tobermory

OIRO £240,000

•     Mid Terraced House
•     5 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
•     Detached Workshop
•     Central location
•     Walking distance to amenities
•     EPC Rating - F(35)

Glenelg - A deceptively spacious 5 bedroom mid-terrace house in 
Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. The property comprises a small porch 
which leads to a spacious lounge dining room on the ground � oor 
with the kitchen and family bathroom at the rear. Upstairs there are 
5 bedrooms with 1 ensuite shower room.

Ardtun Road, Bunessan

OIRO £200,000

•     Detached Bungalow
•     3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
•     Beautiful Views
•     Close To Village Amenities
•     Holiday Rental Potential
•     EPC Rating - D55

Uisgean - a delightful detached bungalow overlooking Loch an 
Lathaich and the village of Bunessan on the Isle of Mull. The property 
comprises a glazed porch, lounge, kitchen diner with utility room at 
the rear. The hall leads to three well proportioned bedrooms, shower 
room and small study. The porch to the front of the property makes a 
lovely spot to sit on a sunny day and enjoy the views over the loch.

Ardmor Road, Salen

OIEO £225,000

•     Modern Detached House
•     3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
•     Excellent layout
•     Delightful village location 
          on popular island
•     Good sized garden with pretty 
          burn and pond
•     EPC Rating - C (76)

Larrachbeag is an attractive 3 bedroom house in the popular village 
of Salen on the Isle of Mull. The property has a modern and practical 
layout. The ground � oor comprises a small porch to the front which 
leads to the lounge with multi fuel stove, conservatory overlooking 
the garden, one double bedroom, family bathroom, a spacious open 
plan kitchen/diner, and utility room.

Drimvargie Terrace, Oban

OIRO £79,000

•     Top Floor Flat
•     One Bedroom / One Bathroom
•     Central location
•     Excellent rental investment
•     EPC Rating - D 60

1E Drimvargie Terrace A bright top � oor one bedroom � at within 
a short walk of Oban’s busy town centre. The accommodation 
comprises a long hall leading to a double bedroom with plentiful 
built in storage, well-appointed bathroom and open plan lounge 
and galley kitchen. This property makes an excellent � rst time buyer 
home or rental investment, previously achieving rents of £475 PCM.

Riverside Court, Tobermory

£480 PCMAVAILABLE SOON

•     2 Bedrooms
•     Unfurnished � rst � oor � at
•     On a Modern Development
•     References & Deposit required
•     EPC Rating C (80)
•     Landlord Reg No: 38043/130/21420
•     AVAILABLE OCTOBER

2 Bedroom unfurnished � rst � oor � at in the 
modern Riverside Court development, Tobermory. 
The property comprises 2 double bedrooms, 
family bathroom, large hall store cupboard, 
lounge/dining room and kitchen. The property is 
unfurnished throughout.

Duncraggan Road, Oban

£875 PCMAVAILABLE 3 BEDROOM

•     3 Bedroom, Unfurnished
•     Property on the Sales Market also
•     Oban town centre, On street parking
•     Gas Central Heating
•     EPC Rating - D (55), Council Tax Band D
•     Landlord Registration
          No: 41517/130/01431
•     AVAILABLE AUGUST

The Knoll - A beautiful detached Victorian villa with 
stunning views across Oban Bay, situated in a much 
sought after area in Oban. The property retains many 
of its original features and has been renovated to a 
high standard by the current owner.

SOLD WITHIN 3 WEEKS(STCM)

FRISCO, ISLE OF JURA 
Guide Price £165,000 EPC-F27
Superb property with outstanding views, set in Craighouse. Close to 
all amenities and with direct beach access.

bellingram.co.uk

COMHLA, ISLE OF TIREE 
Offers Over £250,000  EPC-D66
A fantastically located waterfront house with wonderful views and 
fl exible accommodation which lends itself to holiday use or full time 
occupation.
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Farming and Industry Open Day: 
Improving Livestock Health & Performance

Thursday 18th August 2016
SRUC Kirkton & Auchtertyre Farms, near Crianlarich

Tea/co� ee from 10.00, Event starts 10.30 
SRUC’s Open Day on 18th August will focus on “Improving livestock health 
and welfare” and will involve presentations from farm and research sta�  

based at the farms together with specialists from SAC Consulting's Veterinary 
Services, Moredun Research Institute and Edinburgh University. 

For catering reasons please indicate an intent to attend by contacting SAC 
Consulting's Oban (01631 563093) or Stirling (01786 450964) o�  ces. Please 
also provide them with any special dietary needs (vegetarian or gluten free). 

Full details at: https://www.facebook.com/SRUCKirkton
2 miles north of Crianlarich. Please use the Auchtertyre/’Wigwams’ entrance to access parking.

Pure breed 
Soay lambs 

for sale 
Kilchrenan

01866 833263

Blackface: Judge: Mr Jack Kay, 
Hartside, Oxon, Lauder. Tup 3 
Shear (Confined): 1 T Nelson, 
Glengorm, 2 A and A Dickie; Tup 3 
Shear (Open):  1 D Shaw,  2 T Nel-
son, 3 AandA Dickie; Tup 2 Shear 
(Confined):  1 Stuart MacGregor, 
2 N MacPhail, 3 AandA Dickie; 
Tup 2 Shear (Open): 1 Stuart Mac-
Gregor, 2 N MacPhail, 3 AandA 
Dickie; Shearling Tup (Confined): 
1 Stuart MacGregor, 2 A MacColl, 
3 N MacPhail; Shearling (Open): 1 
J and J MacPherson, 2 Drimsynie 
Estate, 3 Arnicle; Shearling bred 
by Exhibitor (Open): 1 Drimsynie 
Estate, 2 Arnicle; Tup Lamb 
(Confined): 1 A and L Prentice, 
2 R MacKay, 3 Stuart Macgregor;  
Tup Lamb (Open):  1 D Shaw 2 
Arnicle, 3 Arnicle; Ewe in milk, 3 
year old and upwards (Confined):  
1 R MacKay, 2 R MacKay, 3 D 
Cameron; Ewe in milk 3 years old 
and upwards (Open):  1 J and J 
MacPherson, 2 Stuart MacGregor, 
3 Drimsynie Estate; Two Shear 
Ewe in milk (Confined):  1 D and 
L MacLean, 2 Stuart MacGregor, 
3 T Nelson; Two Shear Ewe in milk 
(Open): 1 Arnicle, 2 Arnicle, 3 D 
Shaw; Gimmer (Confined): 1 D 
MacCorquodale, 2  J Nudds, 3 D 
and I MacLean; Gimmer (Open):  
1 Arnicle, 2 D MacCorquodale, 3 
J and J MacPherson; Ewe Lamb 
(Confined):  1 J Nudds, 2 D and I 
MacLean, 3 T Nelson; Ewe Lamb 
(Open): 1 J Nudds, 2 Drimsynie 
Estate, 3 Arnicle; Sponsorship 
prize from Reid and Robertson: 
J Nudds; Ewe shown with her own 
lamb (Confined): 1 J Nudds, 2 
Stuart MacGregor; Robert Love 
Memorial Trophy:  J Nudds; Ewe 
shown with her own lamb (Open): 
1 J Nudds, 2  Stuart MacGregor; 
Wilsons Garage Argyll Cup:  J 
Nudds; West Highland Crofters 
and Farmers Ltd Trophy:  J 
Nudds; Dyes Perpetual Cup:  J 
and J MacPherson; Oban Tran-
sport and Trading Co Cup:  Stuart 
MacGregor; SAI Shield:  Stuart 
MacGregor; Donald Livingstone 
Memorial Perpetual Cup: J 
Nudds; MacLeod Cup:  J and J 
MacPherson; Oramec Shield:  
D Shaw; James Love Memorial 
Trophy: J Nudds; Kilmore Cup: 
J and J MacPherson;  Blair Cup:  
J and J MacPherson. Young Far-
mers Section – Gimmer:  1 D Mac-
corquodale, 2 H Ronald; Lamb:  1 

Results

Donnie MacCorquodale, 10, with his home-bred gimmer which won reserve in the con� ned blackface 
section. Donnie was the Young Farmer Overall Champion 

A RESCUE dog from Connel took a sur-
prise first prize in the gun dog category at 
the Lorn Show.

Just a few months ago Barney, a two- 
year-old Golden Retriever, was terrified 
of dogs and people, but last Saturday he 
came top of the hunting breeds. 

‘I was almost in tears,’ his owner Janet 
Finlayson told The Oban Times.

Barney’s previous owner bought him 
to show at Crufts, where he won both his 
showings as a puppy, but, as he grew up, 
other dogs began to attack him and he 
had to be retired from the competition 
life.

Thanks to the Golden Retriever Club of 
Scotland’s rescue and re-homing service, 
and after the death of her own dog, earlier 
this year, Janet met Barney, at first scared 
and cowed. 

‘He crept up to me on all fours,’ she 
recalled. ‘It was the start of an interesting 
love affair. He’s soft, gentle and loving: 
he’s a big pussy cat.’

At the urging of her neighbour, Janet 
entered Barney in the Lorn Agricultural 
Show in Benderloch and didn’t think he 
stood a chance against all the other gun 
dogs. But, she said, as soon as the judge 
walked over to them with the winning 
rosette, ‘Barney knew: he jumped up on 
me, excited, with his tail wagging.’

The prize, of three crisp pound notes, 
wasn’t perhaps the equal of Crufts, but 
Barney’s owners were thrilled and proud 
of his return to champion form. They plan 
to celebrate with Barney’s favourite thing 
– food, particularly watermelon – and his 
second favourite thing: jumping into the 
sea.

D and C Cameron, 2 K Prentice, 3 
H Ronald; Young Farmer Overall 
Champion: D MacCorquodale; 
Reserve Champion:  D and C 
Cameron; Ardchattan Trophy:  D 
MacCorquodale. 

Cross Sheep - Judge:  Mr Neil 
MacDonald, 6, Bayview Bunna-
habhain, Port Askaig, Isle of Islay; 
Texel Sheep – Ewe:  1 Donald 
Cameron; Gimmer:  1 E and L 
MacGillvary, 2 M Macdonald, 3 
D Cameron;  Ram Lamb:  1 E and 
L MacGillvary, 2 Holly Cameron, 
3 D MacCorquodale; Ewe Lamb:  
1 E and L MacGillvary,  2 E and 
L MacGillvary,  3 E and L Mac-
Gillvary; The Keyline Perpetual 
Trophy and Special prize of £10 by 
Reid and Robertson for Champion 
Texel Sheep:  E and L MacGillvary; 
Special Prize of £5 from Agrimony 
for Reserve Champion Sheep:  E 
MacGillvary; Beltex Sheep - Ram 
(excluding lambs):  1 R Smith; 
Ewe:  1 M MacDonald, 2 R Smith; 
Gimmer:  1 R Smith; Ewe Lamb:  
1 M MacDonald, 2 R Smith; Sim-
mers and Co Perpetual Trophy for 

Champion Sheep and £10 Special 
Prize from Agrimony:  Malcolm 
MacDonal; Reserve Champion 
Sheep and £5 Special Prize From 
Agrimony:  Rosslyn Smith; Any 
Other Pure Breed - Ram (exclu-
ding lambs):  1 Andrew Bevis, 
2 Emma Smith; Ewe:  1 Emma 
Smith, 2 Andrew Bevis, 3 Emma 
Smith; Gimmer:  1 Emma Smith, 
2 Emma Smith, 3 Andrew Bevis;  
Ram Lamb:  1 Emma Smith; Ewe 
Lamb:  1 Andrew Bevis, 2 Emma 
Smith, 3 Emma Smith; Sponsor-
ship Prize of  £10 Harbo Voucher 
for Any Other Pure Breed:  Emma 
Smith; Sponsorship Prize of £ 5 for 
Reserve Any Other Pure Breed: 
Emma Smith; Crossbred Sheep 
– Ewe: 1 Drimsynie, 2 Rosslyn 
Smith; Gimmer: 1 Drimsynie; 
Ewe Lamb: 1 Rosslyn Smith, 2 
Drimsynie; Sponsorship Prize of 
£10 by Harbro for Champion, in 
Cross Bred Section:  Drimsynie; 
Reserve Prize of £5 from Agrimo-
ny: R Smith; R A Clements Trophy 
for Champion Sheep:  E Smith; 
Jackson Butchers Perpetual 
Trophy for Champion Pure and 
Crossbred Sheep at show (other 
than Blackface) and Special Prize 
of £ 10 from Reid and Robertson:  
E and L MacGillivray;  Reserve 
Champion Pure and Crossbred 
(other than Blackface) and special 
prize of £5 from D G MacKay:  E, 
Smith; Young Handlers Section 
Sheep – Primary School: 1 Zoe 
Prentice, 2 Duncan Cameron, 
3 Charlie Cameron; LT Keate 
Trophy:  Zoe Prentice; Netherlorn 
Trophy: Duncan Cameron; United 
Auctions Perpetual Trophy and 
Sponsorship Prize of £20 for 
Overall Champion Sheep at Show: 
E and L MacGillvray; Harbro Li-
mited Sponsorship Prize of £10 for 
Reserve Champion Overall Sheep 
at Show:  J and J MacPherson.

Cattle Section – Highland Catt-
le - Judge: Mr Angus MacColl, 
Sealladh Na Mara, Glengorm, 

Tobermory, Isle of Mull. Bull over 
2 years: 1 M Poland, 2 D Bucha-
nan, 3 Dunach Estate; Bull under 
2 years:  1 R D Schuster; Cow with 
calf at foot:  1 S and M O’Hara, 
2 Dunach Estate; Heifer born in 
2013: 1 S and M O’Hara, 2 M Po-
land, 3 T M Nelson;  Heifer born in 
2014:  1 Mcmillan and Lawrence, 2 
Lady Lithgow, 3 D Buchanan; Hei-
fer born in 2015:  1 McMilland and 
Lawrence, 2 Sir WJ Lithgow BT, 3 
McMillan and Lawrence; Pair any 
age:  1 McMilland Lawrence, 2 
Lady Lithgow, 3 D Buchanan; Calf 
born in 2016:  1 S and M O’Hara; 
Group of 3 animals (must have 
competed in classes 53 to 60 and 
not more than 1 animal from each 
class may be entered in the group):  
1 S and M O’Hara; Rosette for 
Breed Champion, presented by 
the Highland Cattle Society, and 
sponsorship prize of £10 from Reid 
and Robertson, Oban:  M. Poland; 
Sponsorship Prize of £5 from D G 
MacKay:  S and M O’Hara; Dun-
na-mara Perpetual Trophy:  S and 
M O’Hara; Mary MacLean Shield 
for Best Group of three animals:  
S and M O’Hara; Mary MacLean 
Cup:  S and M O’Hara;  Columba 
Hotel Cup for Highland Bull:  M. 
Poland; Balure Cup:  M. Poland; 
Munro of Benderloch Trophy for 
Reserve Highland Animal: S and 
M O’Hara; Pure Bred Beef Catt-
le – Judge Mr Duncan Semple, 
Dippen, Carradale, Campbeltown 
Pure Continental Bred Beef Catt-
le -  Cow in calf or milk:  1 E and 
L MacGillvray, 2 D MacDonald, 
3 G Reid; 3 year old Heifer in 
calf:  1 G Reid;  Calf – under 1 
year old:  1 E and L MacGillvray, 
2 G Reid; Champion and £10 
Sponsorship Prize from Reid and 
Robertson:  E and L MacGillvray; 
Reserve and £5  sponsorship 
prize from D G MacKay: E and 
L MacGillvray; Pure Native Bred 
Beef Cattle - 3 year old Heifer in 
calf:  1 E Campbell; Yeld Heifer: 

1 E Campbell; Champion and 
£10 prize from Agrimony: E 
Campbell; Reserve Champion and 
£5 from Lorn Agricultural Socie-
ty:  E Campbell; Perpetual Trophy 
presented by McTavish’s Kitchen, 
Ltd:  E and L MacGillvray; Cross 
Bred Beef Cattle - Cross Cow 
for Beef Production (in calf or in 
milk):  1 R and D Wright, 2 E and 
L MacGillvray, 3 A and M Bucha-
nan; Cross Heifer in Calf: 1 and 2 
E and L MacGillvray; Heifer sui-
table for:  D Campbell; Cross Bred 
Yeld Champion and £10 Pize from 
Lorn Agricultural Society: R and 
D Wright;  Reserve £5 from Lorn 
Agricultural Society:  D Campbell; 
Cross Bred Calves - Autumn born 
Bullock Calf born after 1st August 
2014 – any breed:  1 D MacDonald, 
2 E and L MacGillvray; Autumn 
born Heifer Calf born after 1st 
August 2014 – any Breed:  1 E and 
L MacGillvray, 2 D MacDonald; 
Limousin Cross Male Calf born 
after 1st February 2015:  1 R and 
D Wright; Limousin Cross Female 
Calf born after 1st February 
2015:  1 D MacDonald, 2 A and M 
Buchanan, 3 D MacDonald; Male 
Calf born after 1st February 2015 
– any other continental breed:  1 
D MacDonald, 2 E and L Mac-
Gillvray; The Fred MacPherson 
Cup and Sponsorship prize of £10 
by Reid and Robertson, Oban:  D 
MacDonald; Reserve Champion 
Calf £5 from Lorn Agricultural 
Society:  D MacDonald; Dunach 
Cup fro Cross Bred Calf of op-
posite sex: D MacDonald; Lorn 
Agricultural Society Cup: D 
MacDonald; The Archie Cameron 
Memorial Trophy:  S and M O’Ha-
ra; The MacColl Rosebowl: E and 
L MacGillvray; Sponsorship Prize 
by Reid and Robertson: D Mac-
Donald; Perpetual Challenge Cup 
and United Auctions Sponsorship 
Prize £20 FOR overall best animal 
in Cattle Sections:  D MacDonald; 
Sponsorship prize of £10 Harbro 
Voucher for reserve overall cattle 
animal:  S and M O’Hara; Ewan 
and Mollie Cameron, Galla-
nachbeg best cattle beastbred 
by exhibitor:  D MacDonald; 
Donald Bremner Cup for Overall 
Champion Animal at Show and 
Sponsorship Prize of £50 by Ti-
thbeban, for Champion:  E and L 
MacGillvray; Reserve; - Sponsor-
ship Prize of £40 from Davidson 
Animals Feeds for Reserve overall 
show Champion: D MacDonald; 
David Band Trophy for best home 
breeding animal at show and £ 
10 sponsorship from Reid and 
Robertson: E and L MacGillvray;

Young Handlers: Primary School 
in Cattle: 1 Jayden McLaughlin, 
Bute, 2 Kate Cameron, Kil-
more; Garraron Cup: Jayden 
McLaughlin; Secondary School: 
1 Aaron McKay, Appin, 2 Dougie 
MacDonald, Benderloch; Creran 
Marine Cup: Aaron McKay. 

Dogs - Judge – Ms Moira Owers, 
Skyran, Dervaig, Isle of Mull.  Col-
lies:  1 J Campbell, North Connel, 
2 A MacDonald, North Connel, 3 
S Jones, Benderloch; Gun Dogs – 
All Breeds:  1 J Finlayson, Connel, 
2 R MacColl, Appin, 3 S Cathro, 
Dunbeg; Hounds and Terriers:  1 
V Reid, Lancashire, 2  J Ferguson, 
Benderloch, 3 I Jackson, Appin; 
Any other Breed:  1 J MacDonald, 
Benderloch, 2 K Galbraith, Oban, 

3 B. Kinnaird, Bo’ness;  Child 
Handler:  1 R Carre, Kilmore, 2  E 
Lety, Aberdeen, 3 I Wood, Dunb-
lane; Seaton Trophy and Overall 
Champion Dog Sponsored by Pets 
at Home:  R Carre; Sponsorhip 
prize from D J MacKay for Reser-
ve Champion Dog:  J. MacDonald; 

Poultry - Judge – Mr Donald 
MacDonald, Oransay, Struan, 
Isle of Skye - Large or Bantum 
Fowl, any breed – male:  1 Emma 
MacDonald, Lerags, 2 Duncan 
and Charlie Cameron, Appin, 3 
Karen MacKay, Kilmore; Large 
Fowl, any breed – Female:  1 
Holly Cameron, North Connel, 
2 Gregor MacDonald, North 
Connel, 3 Charlie and Duncan 
Cameron;  Bantam Fowl, any 
breed – Female:  1 Holly Cameron, 
2 Eilidh Reid, Taynuilt, 3 Holly 
Cameron; Sponsorship prize of 
£10 by Lorn Agricultural Society, 
for Champion Poultry Bird:  Holly 
Cameron; Lorn Agricultural 
Prize of £5 for Reserve Champion 
Poultry Bird:  Emma MacDonald. 
Home Industries - Judge – Ms. 
Helen Murray, Achnacree, Kil-
more, Childrens Classes – Pre 
School – Decorated Digestive:  1 
Anya Wood; Decorated Welling-
ton Boot:  1 William; Children’s 
Classes – 8 Years and under - 2 
Different Sandwiches own choice:  
1 Finn MacKechnie, North Con-
nel, 2 Zoe Prentice, Kilmichael 
Glassary, 3 Alice MacDonald, 
North Connel; 4 Chocolate 
Crispies:  1 Zoe Prentice, 2 Alice 
MacDonald, 3 Frazer Prentice, 
Kilmichael Glassary; 4 Truffles, 1 
Zoe Prentice, 2 Frazer Prentice, 3 
Finn MacKechnie; Animal made 
from Raw Vegetables: 1 Megan 
Carre, Kilmore, 2 Finn MacKe-
chnie, 3 Frazer Prentice; Egg Box 
Dinosaur:  1 Megan Carre, 2 Finne 
MacKechnie, 3 Alice MacDonald; 
Jean MacEwan Trophy for Under 
8 years:  Finn MacKechnie and 
Zoe Prentice; Children’s Classes 
9 – 11 years - 4 Cheese Scones:  
1 Alexander MacDonald, North 
Connel, 2 Kai MacKechnie, North 
Connel; 4 Squares of Tiffin:  1 
Alexander MacDonald, 2 Rachel 
Carre, Kilmore, 3 Isabelle Wood, 
Dunblane; 4 Squares of Fudge:  1 
Kai MacKechnie, North Connel, 2 
Alexander MacDonald; Computer 
Designed Christmas Card:  1 Kai 
MacKechnie, 2 Rachel Carre, 

Kilmore, 3 Alexander MacDo-
nald; Photograph of a Flower:  1 
Rachel Carre, 2 Kai MacKechnie, 
3 Gregor Warnock, Ardmaddy; 
Mrs M MacNeil Perpetual Trophy 
for 9 – 11 years:  Kai MacKechnie; 
Childrens Classes 12 – 16 years - 4 
Oatcakes:  1 Gregor MacDonald, 
North Connel; Yoghurt Load:  1 
Gregor MacDonald; 4 Squares 
of Tablet:  1 Gregor MacDonald; 
Computer Designed Card for a 
Birthday:  1 Gregor MacDonald; 
Photograph of a Creepy Crawlie:  
1 Calum Warnock, 2 Gregor Mac-
Donald; Lindsay Semple Trophy 
for 12 – 16 years:  Gregor MacDo-
nald; Musdale; Perpetual Cup for 
Baking in Childrens Section:  Gre-
gor MacDonald; Home Industries 
- 4 Girdle Scones:  1 Sharon Pirie, 
Oban, 2 Fiona Dickie, Kilmore, 3 
Morag Smith, Oban;  Chocolate 
Sponge Sandwich – filled and 
covered:  1 Sharon Pirie, 2 Fiona 
Dickie, 3 Eilidh Ann Dewar, 
Oban; 4 Oatcakes:  1 Karen Mac-
Kay, Kilmore, 2 Fiona Dickie, 3 
Morag Smith; 4 Empire Biscuits:  
1 Sharon Pirie, 2 Fiona Dickie, 
3 Morag Smith; Banana Loaf: 1 
Morag Smith, 2 Sharon Pirie, 3 
Fiona Dickie; 4 Turkish Delight:  
1 Karen MacKay, 2 Fiona Dickie, 
3 Morag Smith; Jar of Sweet and 
Sour Sauce:  1 Fiona Dickie, Kil-
more, 2 Ann Ferguson, Kilmore, 
3 Karen MacKay, Kilmore; Jar of 
Blackcurrant:  1 Ann Ferguson, 2 
Fiona Dickie, 3 Karen MacKay; 
Jar of Fine Cut Marmalade:  1 
Karen MacKay, 2 Ann Ferguson, 
3 Fiona Dickie; Nelson Perpetual 
Trophy:  Fiona Dickie; 3 Hen’s 
Eggs:  1 Emma Smith, Taynuilt, 
2 Malcolm MacInnes, Balvicar, 
3 Karen MacKay; Handicrafts - 
Machine Sewn Clothes Peg Bag:  1 
Karen MacKay, Kilmore; Crochet 
Flower:  1 Irene MacAskill, Port-
ree, 2  Karen MacKay; Un-mount-
ed Photograph – Reflections:  1 
Frederica Warnock, Ardmaddy, 
2 Fiona Dickie;  Un-mounted 
Photograph – Morning Mist:  1 
Karen MacKay, 2 Fiona Dickie;  
Table Centrepiece using a Candle:  
1 Karen MacKay, 2 Fiona Dickie, 
3 Ann Ferguson, Kilmore; Sut-
herland Perpetual Trophy:  Karen 
MacKay; Men Only -6 Squares of 
Tablet:  1 Stuart Robson, Luing; 
Jar of Rhubarb Jam:  1 Donald 
Morrison, Kilmore. 

Prosecco, winner of the Blackface Sheep Section at Lorn Show.  
This ewe has been breaking all sorts of records for her owner John 

MacPherson, Balliemeanoch Farm, Dalmally.

Janet Finlayson and Barney.

Owner’s delight as rescue dog 
from Connel wins fi rst prize 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Oban Times 
newsdesks 

01631 568000 
01397 703003

A delighted Rachel Carre, 10, with her collie Gem and the Seaton 
Trophy for Best Dog in Show.
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NUMBERS were up at the 
Lorn Agricultural Show at 
Benderloch’s Tralee Beach on 
Saturday August 6 – until a 
downpour cancelled the after-
noon’s activities.

Organisers abandoned the 
popular terrier racing and tug-
of-war, as torrential rain started 
to fall in the early afternoon, 
sending many spectators home. 
Most of the judging took place 
in dry conditions, but the cham-
pion of champions was judged 
in the rain. 

The Donald Bremner Cup 
was awarded to the overall 
champion animal at the show, a 
Texel gimmer on her debut, be-

longing to Ewen MacGillvray, 
of Barcaldine Home Farm. She 
beat the winner of the strongest 
sheep section, the Blackfaces: 
a ewe called Prosecco reared 
by John MacPherson of Bal-
liemeanoch Farm, Dalmally, 
which secured a fourth Lorn 
title on the trot.

The Perpetual Challenge Cup 
for the overall best animal in 
the busy cattle section went 
to the cross-calf winner, an 
October-born steer calf called 
Spare Ribs, home-bred by 
Douglas MacDonald of Tyree, 
Benderloch. 

The Highland cattle breed 
champion was Michael Poland’s 

Eoin Mhor 15 of Mottistone, 
from West Ferlochan, Bender-
loch. 

Rachel Carre of Kilmore 
picked up the Seaton Trophy for 
her overall champion dog: her 
one year-old Collie bitch called 
Gem. The dog agility display 
wowed the crowds, and 30 
Highland dancers from around 
Argyll and Bute competed in 
the growing contest, the results 
of which we will publish next 
week.

The 22-strong committee 
thanked all sponsors, exhibitors 
and helpers for their continued 
support, and said it was good to 
see such a busy show.

Numbers up but Lorn Agricultural 
Show battles torrential downpours

Right: Top animal in a busy 
beef section was Spare Ribs 
from Douglas MacDonald, 
Tyree, Benderloch, a home 

bred October-born steer calf 
by the limousin sire Tweed-

side Upstanding and out of a 
Limousin cross Dam. 

Robin Tough, joint managing director of United Auctions, presents Ewen MacGillivray, Barcaldine Home Farm, with the Bremner Sash 
for his Texel Gimmer which won supreme champion at the Lorn Show. 

Jayden MacLachlan, Bute, winner of the primary school cattle young handler cup at the Lorn Show.

Champion in the popular Highland section was Michael Poland’s Eoin Mhor 15th of Mottistone, a two-year-old bull brought out by 
Lynne MacLean for Mr Polands farm at West Feorlochan, while her dad, Willie, was at the World Galloway Congress Show at Dumfries.

Male Champion Blackface from Donald Shaw, Innisaig, with a tup lamb by a Millpark sire,

Photographs by Kevin McGlynn.

Donald Morrison, right, United Auctions area managing director for Argyll, presents Lorn Show 
president Ewen MacGillivray with a cheque for sponsorship of the show for the next three years.
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Vacancy: Biological 
Performance Assistant  

Details:  Full Time, Permanent 
Location:  Flexible

Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Indus-
try producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding 
market. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles 
of Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a 
sustainable aquaculture industry.

We are seeking a production focused, forward thinking, team member, with experi-
ence in the aquaculture industry, to take on a demanding role within our business.

Reporting directly to the Biological Controller, the responsibilities will be as follows:

• Analysis of historic fish performance to create optimum ‘site specific’ feeding 
   plans
• Benchmark performance of sites, stocks and feeds
• Prepare KPI reports to monitor fish performance
• Liaise with site managers on feed plans and feeding strategies
• Ensure Fish Talk system is kept up to date at all times, checking accuracy of fish 
   numbers, sizes, treatments, harvests, etc
• Assist Biological Controller in the below tasks;
o Administration of FishTalk
o Budget, production and harvest planning using Fish Talk software
o Month end reporting to finance department
o Training Site Managers on the use of FishTalk software
o Preparation of daily/weekly harvest planning.

The successful applicant will require the following:

• It is vital you understand the environment and all complexities that affect the 
   regions in which we operate 
• Superior administration and organisational skills
• Good communication skills
• Highly self-motivated
• Excellent attention to detail
• Good team player.

Strong interpersonal, communication and first class planning skills as well as the 
ability to problem solve are some of the key attributes required for this post. Ap-
plicants should have a full driving license and be prepared to undertake travel as 
required. Training will be provided to the right candidate. 

In return for your commitment, hard work and dedication we offer excellent terms 
and conditions, including; competitive salary, bonus scheme, company pension, 
salary sacrifice schemes and generous holiday entitlement.

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and con-
tribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your covering 
letter and CV to vicci.laird@cookeaqua.com by 1000 hours on 19 August 2016.

Appin and Lismore Community Care Scheme
Appin/Lismore

Community Care posts
Permanent contract, hours negotiable

£10.00 per hour
An exciting opportunity has been made available to develop a ‘social enterprise’ model 
of Home care provision for the communities of Appin and Lismore.
If you think you have the skills to provide support to some of the most vulnerable 
people in the community, we’d like to hear from you. We look after people in their own 
homes, helping them maintain their dignity and independence. To do this we provide 
our employees with the skills  and training to deliver the best service possible.
The successful candidate will be part of a team delivering the local care at home services 
to the communities of Appin and Lismore.
Applicants must have excellent communication and caring skills, and have evidence 
of experience  dealing with vulnerable adults, especially older people and in a caring 
capacity is essential.
Informal enquiries regarding this post can be made to Pamela MacLeod, Local Area Manager.
Email:  pamela.macleod@argyll-bute.gov.uk    Telephone: 01631 789022
Application packs are available from:
Johanna Simpson,  HR Assistant, Highland Home Carers Ltd, 3 Stadium Road, Inverness 
IV1 1FF
Tel: 01463 241196. 
Alternatively application forms can be downloaded from our website: www.highland-
home-carers.co.uk
Closing date for applications:  29th August  2016

Closing date: 26 August 2016.

To apply visit our website

Clerical Assistant (Full-time Temporary until 31/03/17)
£14,964 - £15,858 Campbeltown Ref: CTC00063

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Scottish Sea Farms are pioneers in the farming of superior quality Scottish 
salmon, reared with unrivalled husbandry in the West Coast and Highlands 
of Scotland, Orkney and Shetland.  Recently awarded Business of the Year 
2016 in Scotland’s Food and Drink Excellence awards, we pride ourselves 
in providing a training and personal development plan designed to add to 
the skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression.

We are looking to recruit a proven and exceptionally talented Marine 
Farm Manager to join our team in Orkney.

To be considered you must ideally already be a highly respected 
Manager within the aquaculture industry, and be able to demonstrate your 
commitment in developing a strong safety culture. You will be open, honest 
and communicate with ease at all levels. Your ability to plan ahead will be 
matched by close attention to detail. It is essential to value our unique 
Orkney identity and have the skills to grow premium-quality differentiated 
salmon for customers with the highest expectations. 

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd Site Managers are already expected to be industry 
leading - with competence in finance, budget control and planning, stock 
management, stakeholder interactions, personnel management and 
promotion of health and safety.  In return Scottish Sea Farms Ltd will 
offer an attractive salary package, company vehicle, pension support and 
production bonus. A relocation package will also be available.

All applicants are required to have a full, clean driver’s license and RYA 
Day Skipper (or equivalent).  Please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 
or recruitment@scottishseafarms.com for more information.  Closing date 
for applications is Friday 2nd September 2016

Scottish Sea Farms are pioneers in the farming of superior quality Scottish 
salmon, reared with unrivalled husbandry in the West Coast and Highlands 
of Scotland, Orkney and Shetland.  Recently awarded Business of the Year 
2016 in Scotland’s Food and Drink Excellence awards, we pride ourselves 
in providing a training and personal development plan designed to add to 
the skills of our staff and enable rapid career progression.

We currently have vacancies available for Marine Husbandry Staff to join 
our Loch Spelve team on the Isle of Mull:

Experienced Husbandry Staff:

Applicants should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide 
range of fish farming activities including fish health analysis, stock appetite 
assessment, boat handling and equipment maintenance whilst being 
proactive in health and safety.  Above all you should want to improve your 
career through training and development.  

Trainee Husbandry:

Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career 
in the Aquaculture industry.  We are looking for ambitious individuals 
who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have high 
expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will 
provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through your first months of 
employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick start 
your fish farming career.

Working hours are 40 per week, Monday to Friday with 1:3 weekend 
working required on a rota system. In return, we will offer an attractive 
salary dependent on experience along with pension scheme, occupational 
health support and subsidised leisure membership and cycle to work 
scheme. A current driving licence is essential.

To find out more, please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email 
recruitment@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.  Closing date: 
Friday 2nd September 2016.

Seawater Area Manager
Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic salmon 
in Scotland. The Company employs a workforce of over 600 
throughout the Highlands and Islands and produces over 50,000 
tonnes of salmon annually. Our farming operations are based 
in Fort William and the Company prides itself in being a major 
employer of skilled people and strives to produce high quality, 
healthy and nutritious seafood in the most sustainable way.
Over the coming years Marine Harvest has announced plans to 
invest over £100 million to integrate and grow its farming and 
fish feed production business in Scotland. We are proud of our 
50 year heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the 
support we have from local communities and our dedicated 
workforce.
We are currently looking to identify an exceptional aquaculture 
manager with strong leadership skills and technical experience 
to undertake the role of Seawater Area Manager covering 
our 12 farms on the North Mainland and Skye. This role is to 
provide effective knowledgeable support to the farms along with 
complete budgetary and oversight responsibility. The role will 
also be responsible for the Health and Safety of employees.
Reporting to the Seawater Manager the successful candidate 
will require to demonstrate an aptitude for managing and 
motivating personnel and to have achieved farming success 
through the success of others. Strong planning as well as the 
ability to problem solve along with a high tolerance to ambiguity 
are just some of the attributes required for this post. In addition, 
applicants should have a high degree of computer literacy as 
well as hold a full driving license and be prepared to undertake 
significant travel as required.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from a salary 
package befitting the significance of this role, including bonus, 
company vehicle and the opportunity to develop their career 
within Marine Harvest.
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality 
that is required for this senior role, please apply in writing stating 
your reasons for applying and your relevant skills and experiences 
to:  Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort 
William, PH33 6RX by Wednesday 31st August 2016.
Informal enquires can be made to David MacGillivray, Seawater 
Manger, Mobile 07786 336833, E-mail david.macgillivray@
marineharvest.com

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for…

A SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Toward, Dunoon
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine operative based at our 
site on Strone. 
Under  the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in 
all the day to day operations of the site and will assume responsibility 
for staff, vessels and equipment.  
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and 
organisational abilities with good numerical and IT skills.  The successful 
applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & safety 
of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A 
current clean driving license is essential. 
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around 
the World. We require passionate individuals committed to the very 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
and sustainability planning to customer service.
In return The Scottish Salmon Company offers a competitive salary 
package within a successful and innovative company. To request an 
application form and/or a detailed job specification please see contact 
details below.

Angela Gibson, HR Officer, 
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430  angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 16th November 2015
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

FRESHWATER SITE MANAGER
Lochailort area
Salary dependent on experience

Scotland’s Business of The Year
is looking for a…
Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for…

A SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Toward, Dunoon
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine operative based at our 
site on Strone. 
Under  the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in 
all the day to day operations of the site and will assume responsibility 
for staff, vessels and equipment.  
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and 
organisational abilities with good numerical and IT skills.  The successful 
applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & safety 
of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A 
current clean driving license is essential. 
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around 
the World. We require passionate individuals committed to the very 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
and sustainability planning to customer service.
In return The Scottish Salmon Company offers a competitive salary 
package within a successful and innovative company. To request an 
application form and/or a detailed job specification please see contact 
details below.

Angela Gibson, HR Officer, 
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430  angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 16th November 2015
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

Initially based at one of our third party sites we are looking to recruit a 
Freshwater Site Manager.  

Our Freshwater Site Managers are responsible for managing and 
developing their hatcheries to the highest standards and must therefore 
be experienced and enthusiastic salmon farmers.  Applicants must 
have extensive hatchery experience, proven freshwater fish husbandry 
skills, strong management and leadership qualities along with proven 
organisational skills.  Experience of recirculation systems would also be 
advantageous.

The successful applicant must also be committed to maintaining high 
standards of health & safety and environmental management.  A full clean 
driving licence is a key requirement for this role.

The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We produce our 
salmon with a pride recognised at home and around the World. We require 
passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards in all 
aspects of our business from animal husbandry to customer service.

In return we offer a competitive salary package within a successful and 
innovative company committed to sustainability. To apply and/or request 
further information including detailed job specification please use the 
contact details below.  Please note applications are requested by CV and 
covering letter.

To apply, please contact:
Dina Mackenzie, HR Coordinator
The Scottish Salmon Company
Marybank Industrial Estate, Stornoway, HS2 0DB
Tel: 01499 600 622   dina.mackenzie@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications:  Friday 26 August 2016
www.scottishsalmon.com

BARPERSON 
REQUIRED 

CRINAN  HOTEL
TO HELP 

RUN BUSY 
SEAFOOD  BAR 
& COFFEE SHOP

reservations@
crinanhotel.com

01546 830261

Sign up for job alerts
at hijobs.net
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Tel: 01631 568000

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Carole Margaret MacDonald 
has registered her croft, 86 
Lochyside, Kilmallie on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 22, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2880.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Iain  James Boyle has 
registered his croft 21b 
Carnach, Glencoe, on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 25, 
2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
A0912

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Stephen McDonach has 
registered his croft, 17 & 18 
Anaheilt, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 30, 
2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2862.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Carole Margaret MacDonald 
has registered her croft, 87 
& 88 Lochyside, Kilmallie on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 22, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2883.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Douglas MacCallum has 
registered their croft at 
24 Airds Bay, Ardchattan 
and Muckairn on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 20th April 
2017.  Details of the 
registration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home.  The croft 
registration number is 
A0060.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Emma Beveridge has 
registered her croft 4 Keil, 
Benderloch, Ardhattan & 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 26th 
April 2017. Details of the 
registration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2906.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

S Reid
204 Arivegaig, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.1 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
70343

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can 
be expressed in obtaining 
the tenancy of the croft 
subject to the application.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

C W Nisbet
Upper Kilchattan, 
Colonsay
0.011 ha – Storage shed 
67545
Conditions: 1, 3b, 4

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area 
within 5 years of the date 
of direction and notification 
made to Commission within 
3 months of acquisition.
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(b) the proposed 
development completion
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date 
of this advert.

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
A CROFT

Emma Beveridge has 
registered her deemed 
croft 4 Keil common 
g r a z i n g s ( s h a r e ) , 
Benderloch, Ardhattan & 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 26th April 2017. 
Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
C2898.

The Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997

The Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2013
Notice published under regulation 7(2)

Scottish Sea Farms gives notice that it proposes to 
develop an Established Business and Industry Area 
to the North West of A828, Barcaldine, PA37 1SE 
for a fresh water hatchery, infrastructure and other 
associated development.
An opportunity to discuss the proposal and make 
comments in advance of the submission of an 
application for planning permission to Argyll and Bute 
Council will be available at a public event being held:
Venue: Victory Hall, Benderloch, PA37 1RZ
Date: 25 August 2016
Time: 2pm to 8pm (drop in event)
Any persons wishing to make comments relating to 
the proposal or wishing to obtain further information 
may do so by contacting: 
NORR Consultants Limited, 5 Longman Road, 
Inverness, IV1 1RY
Tel. 01463 729307
Comments should be submitted by 14 September 
2016 to the address above
Important 
Comments made are not representations to the 
planning authority (Argyll and Bute Council). If 
a planning application is submitted there will be 
an opportunity to make representations on that 
application to the planning authority at that time.

Little Learners’ Nursery Oban requires 
the following full time staff:

Senior Practitioner
Salary £18,945.16

to work alongside the Nursery Manager and 
deputise in her absence.  Applicants should 
be qualified to at least HNC/SVQ3 level in Early 
Education and Childcare and will be expected to 
work towards a BA in Childhood Practice.

Nursery Support Worker
salary £16,328.00

Applicants should be qualified to HNC or SVQ2/3 
level in Childcare.

All applications must be made on the 
Argyll College application form, found 

at www.argyllcollege.ac.uk  
The closing date for applications is Monday 15th August

Argyll Bakeries, 
Campbeltown

have a vacancy for a

BAKER/BAKERY 
ASSISTANT

to work in a small factory environment.
Experience preferred but not essential for 

anyone willing to train.
Contact Alex Rusell on 01586 553635

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF 2 MOORINGS, 

PORT NA MINE, LOCH ETIVE
Notice is hereby given that Dawnfresh Farming 
Ltd has applied to the Scottish Ministers of 
the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
installation of 2 moorings at:

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Taynuilt Post Office.

Objections relating to safety of navigation 
or environmental issues in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@
gov.scot, quoting reference: 

MCMS No/05944
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd

 Location Latitude Longitude

 PORT NA MINE, 56°26.850’ N 05°11.758’ W
 LOCH ETIVE 56°26.874’ N 02°11.854’ W

D-MAC HOLIDAY HOMES LIMITED,
NOTICE is hereby given that on 29th July 
2016 a Petition was presented to the Sheriff at 
Oban Sheriff Court, by David John Simpson 
of Cragside, Glenaros Road, Dervaig, Isle of 
Mull, Argyll, PA57 6QW craving the court inter 
alia that D-MAC HOLIDAY HOMES LIMITED 
(SC489690) be restored to the Register 
of Companies pursuant to sections 1029 
and 1031 of the Companies Act 2006; by 
Deliverance dated 29th July 2016 the Sheriff 
appointed any person interested if they intend 
to show cause why the petition should not be 
granted to lodge Answers in the hands of the 
Sheriff Clerk, Oban Sheriff Court, Albany St, 
Oban, PA34 4AL within 14 days of publication 
of this advertisement and intimate to, Jwad 
Hanif, Agent for the Petitioner, Miller, Beckett 
& Jackson Solicitors, 190 St Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5SP.

Shareholders of

Green Energy Mull
are invited to the

3rd Annual General Meeting
Monday 15th August 2016

Starting at 1:30pm
At Craignure Village Hall

Followed by the launch of
Starting at 3pm

All community groups welcome
‘Supporting transformational change to our islands’

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during 
their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02079/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North East Of The 
Birches Glencruitten Oban 
Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Office

16/02086/PP Alterations and extension to guest house 4 Strathaven Terrace 
Breadalbane Street Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 5PE 

Oban Area Office

16/01563/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 13/00709/PPP (Site for the erection
of dwellinghouse)

Land South West Of 7 
Distillery Houses Caol Ila Isle 
Of Islay Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

16/02106/PP Erection of 30.5 metres high lattice 
telecommunications tower and associated works

Land At Cnoc Dhomnhuill 
Cullipool Isle Of Luing Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

16/02107/PP Erection of lattice telecommunications tower 
(overall structure height 11 metres) and 
associated works

Land North West Of Sunset 
View (Cnoc Nam Fad) Upper 
Kilchattan Isle Of Colonsay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Colonsay

16/01523/PP Formation of bellmouth and upgrading 130 
metres of forest road

Land North East Of 
Glencruitten House 
Glencruitten Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4QB 

Oban Area Office

16/02088/PP Erection of lattice telecommunications tower 
(overall structure height 11 metres) and 
associated works

Land South East Of Tigh Nan 
Allt Pennyghael Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

16/02091/PP Erection of lattice telecommunications tower 
(overall structure height 11 metres) and 
associated works

Land South West Of 
Machrins Cottage Machrins 
Isle Of Colonsay Argyll And 
Bute PA61 7YU 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Colonsay

16/02117/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, garage and 
formation of vehicular access

Plot C Swallow Craig 
Glenmore Road Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 4PG 

Oban Area Office

16/01979/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West Of Uisken Croft 
Bunessan Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
(THE ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING, OBAN) (TEMPORARY TRAFFIC 
MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2016 
On Monday 8th August 2016, Argyll and Bute Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on them by section 62 of the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, made the above named Order the effect of which will be that for a temporary period, for the 
purpose of facilitating a free flow of traffic for the duration of the Argyllshire Gathering, Oban Games, no person shall cause 
or permit a vehicle to wait on any of the lengths of road indicated in the schedule below.

The restrictions imposed by this Order, which are desirable because of considerations of public safety and convenience during 
the event, will be in operation between 0800 and 1800 hours on the 25th August 2016.

SCHEDULE - NO WAITING AT ANY TIME/NO LOADING AT ANY TIME
Name of Road in Oban Extent of Restriction
Glencruitten Road On both sides between Soroba Road and the access road to the Golf Club

Mossfield Avenue On both sides between Glencruitten Road and Glencruitten Drive

Quarry Road On both sides from Glencruitten Road for a distance of 30 metres or thereby.

Mossfield Drive On both sides from Glencruitten Road for a distance of 30 metres or thereby.

Contravention of the Order, which may be inspected at the Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, could result 
in a penalty of up to £500.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Full-time Vacancy – 37.5 hrs/week
£17363 to £20335

Receptionist /Typist/
Administration Assistant
Audio Typing and Computer Skills 

are Essential.
For details of this post and an application 

form please contact:
lochgilphead.surgery@nhs.net 

Or Telephone the Practice Manager on: 
01546 462002

Closing Date for Applications: 
26 August 2016

North Argyll House
Care Home for the Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Recruiting for 

Full Time Senior Care Officer 
(to cover maternity leave) and 

Domestic Assistants 
Permanent posts.

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Community Support 
Assistant Mid-Argyll
Salary £5,116 - £6,019
Temporary maternity cover
11 hours, Saturday & Sunday 
(9am - 3pm)
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on 
Friday 9th September 2016

Domestic Mid Argyll
Salary £4,238 - £4,986
11 hours per week (Monday, 
Wednesday & Friday mornings)
For more information on both posts, please 
contact Sarah Campbell on 01546 605881
For further details and to apply visit our 
website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment
If you are unable to access the website 
contact the Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605917 or 
email recruitment@acha.co.uk
Closing Date:  12 noon on Friday 26th 
August 2016

VACANCY
Canteen Supervisor

Working within our Canteen your role will be to 
develop creative menus which provide healthy 
food choices to employees of CS Wind UK.

Responsible for all aspects of the canteen 
process including: food handling, equipment 
operation, process monitoring, quality control 
and various support activities.

The hours of work are 8am – 2pm, Monday to 
Friday.

To receive advert details for this position or 
to apply please email: ukhr@cswind.com 

alternatively post to:  

HR Manager, CS Wind UK, PO Box 9263, 
Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6WA.

Closing date: Sunday 14th August 2016

For more information and worldwide subscriptions: 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

RING 01371 851868
£9.99

Scottish textile design studio Juniper and Jane is 
based in West Kilbride, Ayrshire.  Much of their time is 
spent roaming Scotland’s wild places from which they 
draw inspiration for their printed patterns. 

Textile Artist, Jane Hunter and designer, Sam Kilday 
venture off the beaten track in a bid to fi nd those 
quiet, remote locations in which to absorb the natural 
surroundings.  Travels take the pair from craggy 
coastlines, hearing only the sound of inquisitive seals 
to lonely mountain corries in the hidden north, long 
since abandoned by ice and man.

Juniper and Jane’s textile patterns evoke the true 
character of Scotland’s wilderness in a contemporary, 
illustrative style.

The mountain bothy cushion on offer is printed on 
100% natural, unbleached cotton and comes complete 
with a plump feather pad.

To fi nd out more about Juniper and Jane’s fabrics, gifts 
and home accessories visit: www.juniperandjane.co.uk

PER QUARTER

ONLY

SUBSCRIBE to 
Scottish Field and receive a free 
mountain bothy cushion from 

Juniper and Jane worth £42.00*

SAVE OVER

20%
ON THE COVER PRICE –

ONLY £39.96 (Direct Debit)

A SUBSTANTIAL SAVING 
ON A YEARLY COVER 
PRICE OF £51.00

A STUNNING BORDERS GARDEN MAKING OF THE MIKADOTHE FORGOTTEN ARCTIC EXPLORER   BIRTHPLACE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

JULY 2016
CASTAWAY – Dumped on an uninhabited Hebridean island with no food or shelter, how would we survive?

Plus

10 The alien wildlife  invading Scotland

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   JULY 2016. £4.25

10OF THE WORST

ALEXANDER MCCALL SMITH 

JU
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The celebrated author on the uncommon appeal of niceness  

FREESCOTTISHEQUESTRIANYEARMAGAZINE

*

*UK ONLY

OFC-OBC_sf07.indd   1
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*Price includes P&P
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DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 85 onwards.

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4 x 4 consiered,

also non-runners, failures, single 
or double cab.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

07801 590235

Peugeot Boxer Motor Home
Pollensa auto-sleeper, 
1998, 84,00miles, 12 
months MoT, SH, very 
clean van,  sleeps 4, 
CD palyer, awning,
tow bar & electrics.
£12,750

07919 894508 for further details.

RANGE ROVER VOGUE TD6 3LTR. 
06, MOT Oct, heated 
seats, sat nav, electric 
memory seats, heated 
mirrors windscreen & 
SW, 6 CD changer, bi 
xenon lights, extra set 
of alloys.
£10,500 ono

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout 
the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

01786 462426

Over 100 used cars in stock.
We have bought and sold used cars since 1979.

Delivery & pickup to Oban area available.

In Stirling

www.johnstonmotors.co.uk

Tel: 07969 526155 (Fort William)

Honda. SH 300. A-C. 
Engine size. 279 CC
Year 2013, White
Mileage 456
MOT till the end 
October 2016
Heated hand grips
Immaculate condition

£2,000

Task Force 18 Mercury 60 hp

Tel: 07824 665 099

4 stroke, 3yrs old, 2yrs 
warranty. Low engine 
hrs, indespension trailer, 
Raymarine GPS, VHF 
radio, nav lights, deck 
lights, hydraulic steering, 
usb fm radio. New 
Battery. Auto bilge 
pumps.

£6750 ono

01866 822390 / 07795 211973

VW Golf GT Sports TDI 170
2008, 80,000miles
Black - 5 door hatch
6 speed manual
Heated leather seats
Low pro� le alloys
FSH, MoT June 2017

£5,695

Tel: 01770 600637 or 07979 416372

Yamaha XJ900cc Trike
Harley front end and 
tank, very low miles 
and v good condition.  
A one o�  custom.
Sounds and looks 
great, a real eye catcher, 
outstanding condition. 
Can ride with car licence.

£4, 950 (Arran)

Mitsubishi L200 Warrior 2003

Tel: 01770 600242 (Arran)

Black, 84k, 1 year 
MOT, full leather 
interior, alloys & 
Canopy.
1 owner from 
new.
£3500 ono
plus vat

Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

Tel 01546 606134

Renault Megane Dynamique Coupe
Y Reg, Full Service 
History, MOT till 
March 2017. 
66,000 mls
CD Autochanger, 
Elec windows
£1,150

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST 
WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE 
TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 
SECOND WEEK FREE

£32
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the offi cial magazine 
of the Standing Council of 

Scottish Chiefs, the new-look 
Scots Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15
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JEEP UK, in partnership with 
Factory Media, has created a video 
series in which the Renegade 
helps showcase its extreme sports 
ambassadors’ incredible talents.

Mountain biker, Dan Atherton, 
features heavily in the series, which 
discovers the ‘Ultimate Renegades’.

In the � lm series, extreme sports 
presenters Tim Warwood and Adam 

Gendle travel o� -road to meet the 
extreme sports stars.

Watch the video here: https://
m p o r a . c o m / j e e p - u l t i m a t e -
renegades 

Jeep UK and leading specialists in 
lifestyle sports, Factory Media, are 
unveiling a series of videos in which 
the popular Jeep Renegade helps 
explore the past, present and future 

‘renegades’ of its surf and mountain 
biking sports ambassadors. The 
series, called ‘Ultimate Renegades’, 
will reveal the adventures of Jeep 
ambassadors, mountain bikers 
Dan, Rachel and Gee Atherton – all 
part of cycling team Trek Factory 
Racing – and, to be released later 
in the summer, big wave surfer, 
Andrew Cotton. All are renegades 

who have helped shape the face of 
their sports.

Jeep’s popular and successful SUV, 
the Renegade, will be at the helm of 
the story, helping extreme sports 
presenters Tim Warwood and Adam 
Gendle go o� -road to meet the 
Athertons.

Warwood and Gendle will 
give an insight into the sporting 

personalities as well as showing 
exclusive behind-the-scenes 
content and teaser footage. 
Damien Dally, head of brand, Jeep 
UK, said: ‘It’s great that the likes of 
the Athertons are able to travel to 
o� -road remote locations in their 
Renegades and test themselves 
to the extreme. The Renegade 
is literally enabling them to go 

anywhere and do anything.’
The Ultimate Renegades series is 

live on social media, which can be 
found on Jeep’s Facebook: www.
facebook.com/JeepUK, Twitter: @
Jeep_UK and Instagram: @jeep_uk

Find out more about the Jeep 
Renegade which will be uncovering 
the extreme sports men and women 
here: http://www.jeep.co.uk/

JEEP unleashes ‘Ultimate Renegades’:  
An extreme sports � lm series. . .



£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

PHOTO 
ORDERS A4 

photograph 

£6.76

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times offi ce 

with the date of publication and the code 
printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Fort William 
offi ce
Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

Oban offi ce
PO Box 1
Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

email: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

WINDOW BLINDS BUSINESS CARDS

26 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 11 August, 2016

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
Official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs

�e NEW-LOOK Scots Heritage Magazine is an 
unbeatable read with features on the events which 

forged this nation, clans, genealogy, great Scots plus a 
wealth of articles and features on Scottish 

history and stunning photography
Keeping Scots at home and abroad in 

touch with their heritage

subscribe for only 
£15 

a year

NEW 
ISSUE 
OUT 
NOW

PLANT TRAINING

GAS SUPPIERS

GARDEN SERVICES

TRADE SUPPLIES

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
HEAD PHONES brand new 
in box, Beats Dr Dre9blue 
cost £109.99,  £50 
Telephone 07918 660344.
L O U D S P E A K E R S 
Acoustic Energy 100 
series speakers. Model 
AE109. Good condition. 
Also Marantz CD player 
and NAD amplifier needing 
repair,  £50 Telephone 
01546 510242.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
AVENT ISIS MANUAL 
breast pump in box, very 
good condition,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720073.
FISHER PRICE 
RAINFOREST JUMPEROO 
excellent condition baby 
bouncer.  In original box 
with original packaging 
and instructions,  £50 
Telephone 07555 630461.

 BICYCLES
BOYS BIKE 16”. Suit age 5 
approx. As new condition,  
£25 Telephone 01631 
570511.
CHILDS BIKE Islabikes 
Beinn 24. Suit child 7 years 
and older, red. Used but 
in good condition. See 
makers website for details,  
£80 Telephone 01546 
510242.

 BUILDING / DIY
TOOLS SUITABLE FOR 
DIY a wide range of power 
and hand tools including 
compressor c/w Brad gun, 
small table saw, power 
saw, power drills, power 
sander and angle grinder 
together with many hand 
tools.  Telephone 07513 
090374.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

GIRLS FLAMENCO 
DRESS age 12 years 
old, black and pink,  £5 
Telephone 01631 720073.
NEW ADIDAS JACKET 
age 2 years old,  £5 
Telephone 01631 720073.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREVILLE Whole Fruit 
Juicer, used once, still 
in box,  £40 Telephone 
01546 603245.
GRAND REMOSKA (See 
Lakeland Catalogue) 
includes large cookery 
book,  £40 Telephone 
01546 600171  
Lochgilphead.
MORPHY RICHARDS 
Bread Maker,  £10 
Telephone 01546 603245.
SAGE DEEP FAT FRYER 
recommended by Heston 
Blumenthal. Only used 
a few times.  Clean as 
if new,  £80 Telephone 
01631 740352.
SALTON 110L UNDER-
COUNTER  Fridge 
excellent condition under-
counter fridge to keep 
your beer cold, white,  £35 
Telephone 01546 606655.

 DOMESTIC PETS
BOXER PUP 7 months 
old, brindle and white girl,  
£600 Telephone 07713 
161741².

 FURNITURE
DINING ROOM TABLE & 4 
CHAIRS pine Farmhouse 
style. Table measures 
approximately 60 X 30”,  
£30 Telephone 07909 798391.

 GARDEN
CAST IRON LAWN ROLLER 
vintage, in good working 
order, repainted for garden 
display, call for details,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564578.
CAST IRON RAIN  HOPPERS 
for replacement use or for 
garden planters.  Getting hard 
to fi nd now,  £25 Telephone 
01631 564578.
FLYMO GRASS CUTTER 
petrol engine, large 18” blade.  
Old machine but in good 
working condition,  £25 ono 
Telephone 01631 710100.
PLANTS FOR SALE large 
collection of plants, most 
named, large and small trees, 
fuchsias, shrubs, tree peony, 
and more, near Lochgilphead.  
Telephone 07756 507523².
SMALL REFURBISHED 
VINTAGE implement and 
wheelbarrow wheels.  Freshly 
painted and will make 
great garden feature,  £40 
Telephone 01631 564578.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 Call 
Offi ce Hours.
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY 
POTS various shapes and 
colours, ideal garden planters 
or ornamental features, prices 
from,  £40 Telephone 01631 
564578.
VINTAGE CARTWHEELS 
Edwardian/Victorian from 
small to very large, repainted 
for garden or hotel display, 
prices start at,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

DRIVE ON MOWER petrol,  
£250 Telephone 07769 
717153².

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

ABDOMINAL ROLLER TRAINER 
with padded headrest,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720073.
STATIC EXCERCISE BIKE  
and Body Toning Rowing 
Machine.  Buyer uplifts from 
Seil, £30 each or £50 for both 
Telephone 01825 300213.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

GREEN RAYBURN FREE to 
good home, coal or oil fi red.  
Telephone 01583 431191.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
SEWING MACHINE used 
once Toyota R5 2000, in box 
with extra’s. Cost £130,  £70 
Telephone 07918 660344.
SMITH’S BEEHIVES Brood 
boxes,  supers, stands, covers. 
Made locally.    £25 each 
Telephone 01631 566341 and 
leave phone number.

 HOUSE 
CLEARANCES

GARAGE CLEARANCE 2 x 
petrol pressure washers, 1 
petrol generator, 1 x diesel 
generator & 1 diesel welder. 
Open to offer Telephone 01852 
300557.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

ACRYLIC MATERIAL 5MM 
THICK quantity of Acrylic sheet 
cut with polished edges in 
various sizes,  £95 Telephone 
07934 491712.

SHOWER DOOR tempered 
class 2 panel sliding shower 
screen with etched pattern, 
size - open 80mm, closed - 
45mm, height 125mm, fi ts left 
or right, all fi ttings included 
and swings through 180%, 
lovely condition, Dunollie 
Oban,  £25 Telephone 01631 
571106².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
MOORING BUOY ROPE 2 
metres x 20mm multiplait 
rope with rubber snubber, 
protective plastic and 
spliced snap shackle,  £25 
Telephone 01631 565570.
MOORING ROPES 2 x 8 
metres x 20mm 3 strand nylon 

warps with rubber snubber, 
protective plastic and large 
galvanised shackle,  £60 
Telephone 01631 565570.
MULTIPLAIT MOORING WARP 
11 metres x 20mm multiplait 
mooring warp,  £25 Telephone 
01631 565570.
MULTIPLAIT MOORING 
WARPS 2 x 20mm multiplait 
mooring warps, 9 metres long,  
£50 Telephone 01631 565570.
WARPS 2 x 12 metre x 12mm 
3 strand warps. Ideal for 
transitting Crinan Canal,  £10 
Telephone 01631 565570.
WINDSURFER Older style 
complete with Mast, sail ect,  
£85 Telephone 01852 300 557.

 MISCELLANEOUS
PROJECTOR 16MM BELL 
& HOWELL - 16mm projector 
110Volts, no transformer, for 
spares or repair,  £50 Telephone 
07934 491712.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CHILD LIFEJACKET  Typhoon 
Dart 50N buoyancy jacket, 
suitable for chest 76-86cm/30-
40kg. As new in original 
packaging, available Oban,  
£20 Telephone 01631 581367.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
KODAK 7 INCH DIGITAL 
photo frame,  £40 Telephone 
07918 660344.
TELESCOPE Astronomical 
telescope, tripod, mount and 
motor. Refl ector with 130mm 
diameter and 900mm focal 
length. Great for star gazing,  
£80 Telephone 01546 510242.

 POULTRY
SKYE PULLETS & GUINEA 
FOWL black or brown or pure 
breeds.  Telephone 01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

COLOUR PHOTOCOPYING 
A4/A3 single/double sided, 
reduce/enlarge, from originals, 
fi les on disk or by email.  A4 
copies from 25p.  Call Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.
PARTY INVITES Customised 
to suit any style or occasion, 
come supplied with envelopes. 
50 invites and envelopes 
from £28.  From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
BABY ANNABEL DOLL 
comes with changing bag and 
baby carrier and one spare 
outfi t and accessories,  £20 
Telephone 01631 720073.
ME TO YOU CUDDLY DOG 
with coat and lead, great 
condition,  £5 Telephone 
01631 720073.

 TRAILERS

 WANTED
CLEAN FILL for new house 
driveway, Onich Area. Please 
telephone.  07717 174726².

INDESPENSION 
TRAILER 8X4

Twin axle trailer with
removable loading ramp, 

steel fl oor, led lights, good 
tidy condition.

£950
Tele 07717 792967.
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fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Thought for the week
‘Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 

wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ 

(Luke 12.33-34)

REALLY?  Yes, really.  
Why aren’t there 
headlines about people 
avoiding or sidestepping 
this instruction? Perhaps 
because it’s harder for 
the majority of people 
than the ideas of 
morality more commonly 
associated with religion? 

I know I’m not the only 
one who isn’t obeying it 
to the letter. Don’t get 
me wrong – I give money 
to charity, which is the 
modern understanding 
of giving alms. Many 
people give to charity 

in some way. Sometimes 
it’s those with the least 
who are most generous 
proportionally.  

But still most people in 
developed countries have 
more possessions than 
are strictly necessary. 
We may not buy huge 
amounts but it still 
accumulates. ‘Waste 
not, want not’ may make 
us reluctant to get rid 
of too much in case it 
might come in useful 
in the future. ‘Make do 
and mend’ is back in 
fashion. Recycling and 

upcycling are becoming 
more normal. So at least 
there’s an awareness of 
the issues.  

So many people have 
no choice. Whatever our 
beliefs, those of us with 
choice need to consider 
how what we own can be 
used to make the world 
a better place. It would 
be good to see the many 
readings about money 
and possessions being 
taken at least as seriously 
as any other parts of the 
Bible.

Liz Gibson

TRIBUTES have been paid 
to a woman widely regarded 
as one of Scotland’s top 
Gaelic singers, who has 
died.

Maggie Macdonald,  63, 
although born in Glasgow, 
belonged to the Campbells 
of Greepe in Skye - one 
of the best-known and 
accomplished families of 
traditional Gaelic singers in 
Scotland.

Mrs Macdonald, who 
worked as a primary teach-
er and taught throughout 
Scotland, including in Skye, 
Inverness and Fort Augus-
tus, won the prestigious 
National Mod Gold Medal 
in 1994.

The daughter of Ann and 
Alasdair Michie, a Glasgow 
police officer, she sang 
regularly as a youngster and 
joined Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir at 17.

She helped re-form the 
award-winning Inverness 
Gaelic Choir and in 1991 
travelled to Vancouver in 
Canada for a Gaelic festival 
there where she also won a 
solo competition.

Mrs Macdonald was a 
founding member of the 
Gaelic band Cliar, along 
with cousin Mary Ann 
Kennedy, Arthur Cormack, 
Chaz Stewart, Blair Doug-
las and Bruce MacGregor. 
Many of the songs the band 
performed were sourced 
from the lengthy historical 
catalogue of Maggie and 
Mary Ann’s musical back-
ground. 

She recorded four albums 
with Cliar on the Mac-
meanmna label and made 
numerous broadcasts and 
appearances on radio and 
TV at home and abroad. 

Mrs Macdonald also 
performed with the family 
project, The Campbells 
of Greepe, recording two 
albums and contributing to 

Obituary - Maggie Macdonald 

the nationally award-win-
ning biography Fonn - The 
Campbells of Greepe: 
Music and a Sense of Place 
in a Gaelic Family Song 
Tradition. 

She is also the only singer 
to have sung live by satellite 
from the remote Hebridean 
island of St Kilda, being the 
central soloist at the heart 
of the Gaelic opera, Hiort, 
which was beamed live 
across Europe to several 
concurrent theatre perfor-
mances.  

Mrs Macdonald was the 
female soloist for Blair 
Douglas’ groundbreaking 
Gaelic Mass and a lead 
soloist in Lasair Dhè, a 
pivotal, large-scale work for 
massed choirs and Cliar, 
re-imagining the Gaelic 
psalms through traditional 
and contemporary music.   

She served as a director on 
Fèis Rois and was a central 
part of mentoring young 
tutors following in her 
footsteps. 

Arthur Cormack, chief 
executive of Feisean nan 
Gaidheal and a  fellow 
Gaelic singer, friend and 
former primary pupil of 
Mrs Macdonald, said: 
‘Being around Maggie was 
invariably a joy.

‘No situation lasted too 
long without a one-liner 
being thrown in to lighten 
any mood and today, al-
though unbelievably sad at 
her loss, I have been smiling 
thinking about her.

‘For all that she meant to 
me as a teacher, mentor, 
friend or fellow singer, Mag-
gie was first and foremost a 
wife, mother, mother-in-law 
and grandmother and it is 

with John, Shona, Fraser 
and Maggie’s wider family 
that my thoughts are as I 
remember one of the most 
wonderful people it has 
been my privilege to know.’

Mrs Macdonald’s cousin 
and conductor of Inverness 
Gaelic Choir, Mary Ann 
Kennedy, said: ‘We have 
all lost a sister, a friend, a 
mammy, a colleague, the 
most exquisite musician and 
a beautiful soul. 

‘Whenever we sing from 
now on, we will forever have 
Maggie’s voice in harmony 
with us.’

Mrs Macdonald died fol-
lowing a short illness. 

She is survived by her hus-
band, John ‘Hearach’ Mac-
donald, her two grown-up 
children, Shona and Fraser, 
and five grandchildren.

Eilidh Davies.

Mrs Macdonald died following a short illness, aged 63.

DEATHS

CLARK - John, of Scalasaig, 
Isle of Colonsay. On August 1, 
2016 at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital Paisley, beloved 
husband of Diane and loving 
father to Barbara. Sorely 
missed by all the family.
FARQUHARSON - 
Peacefully at home, in 
her sleep, on Monday 
August 8, 2016, aged 87, 
Babs Farquharson, a loving 
mother,  grandmother and 
great-grandmother.
MACKENZIE - Peacefully, 
at home surrounded by her 
family on Sunday August 
7, 2016, Helen MacKenzie, 
aged 51 years. Loving wife 
of Donnie and caring mum 
of Eilidh, a loving sister of 
Margaret and Janette, also a 
true friend to many. Funeral 
ceremony will be held on 
Monday August 15, 2016 at 
10am in Caol Community 
Centre; thereafter to Cardross 
Crematorium for 2.15pm. 
Family fl owers only please. 
Donations, if desired to 
Belford Hospital can be given 
at the door or forwarded 
to John McLellan Funeral 
Directors, Dudley Road, Fort 
William.
MACLEAN - Peacefully at 
North Argyll House, Oban 
on Sunday August 7, 2016, 
in her 90th year, Catriona, 
beloved wife of the late 
Duncan MacLean (Bunty). 
Interment will take place 
at Kilbrandon Cemetery, 
Balvicar on Monday August 
15 at 1.00 pm. All friends are 
respectfully invited to attend.
RUCINSKI - With her 
friends and family by her side 
on Monday, August 8, 2016 
Joan Rucinski, aged 87 years. 
Loving mum of Angela, much 
loved granny and aunt, a friend 
to many who will remember 
her with fondness. Funeral 
Service to be held on Tuesday 
August 16, 2016 at 12 noon 
in St Mary’s RC Church, Fort 
William thereafter to Glen 
Nevis Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

COUTTS - The family of 
the late Fay Coutts would 
like to sincerely thank all 
relatives, friends and ex-
colleagues for their support 
and kindness over the last 
few months and after the loss 
of Fay. Sincerest thanks to 
all the staff at Lorn Medical 
Practice for their kindness and 
care over the years. Mears 
and Carr Gomm for all their 
help and support in recent 
months. Lorn and Islands 
Hospital Ward I for their 
outstanding care administered 
with great dignity and 
respect in Fay’s last weeks. 
Donald MacKinnon for a 
fi tting tribute of Fays’ life 
and Hamish Hoey & Sons 
for the professional guidance 
and attention. Petal fl orists 
for the beautiful display, the 
Glen for a lovely buffet and 
West Coast Taxi’s for all their 
years of assistance. Thank 
you all those who attended 
the service, sent cards and 
donated £900 to Oban Hospice 
and Diabetes UK.
MACLENNAN - The family 
of Mary would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
fl oral tributes, cards, letters 
and telephone calls received 
since their sad loss on July 
29, 2016. Special thanks to all 
nursing staff of the Intensive 
Care Unit at the Royal 
Infi rmary, Glasgow, Doctors 

and staff of Connel Surgery, 
District Nurses, Marie Curie 
Nurses and to the Extended 
Care in the Community 
Team for their dedicated 
care during her long illness, 
Rev Jeff McCormick for a 
comforting service, D&A 
Munn for effi cient funeral 
arrangements, and to the Falls 
of Lora Hotel, Connel for 
catering. Finally thank you to 
all who attended the church 
and graveside. A retiring 
collection raised funds for the 
MSA Trust and Extended Care 
in the Community Team, Oban.
SPEIRS - Liz, David, Gail, 
Cameron and family wish 
to thank most sincerely 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all the 
kindness shown to them at 
this sad time. The lovely 
baking and shopping was 
most appreciated. Sincere 
thanks to both Belford and 
Raigmore Hospitals who 
treated George with such 
care. Thanks to Rev. Corbett 
for conducting the services at 
both Kilmallie Parish Church 
and Inverness Crematorium. 
Thanks to the management 
and staff at Caol Community 
Centre for the lovely lunch. 
We extend a huge thank you 
to Dr Joe Tangney and all the 
medical staff at Glen Mor, 
through their dedication it 
allowed Liz to nurse George 
at home - which they both 
wanted. A huge thank you 
to Scott Greenlees and 
John Flannigan and staff 
at John McLellan Funeral 
Directors for all the care and 
compassion shown. Thanks 
also to all who attended 
the service and generously 
donated £676.60 which will 
be divided between Cancer 
Research and Arthritis Care.
YOUNG - The family of the 
late Sandra Young wish to 
thank all relatives and friends 
for their support and kindness 
after their recent sad loss. 
Sincere thanks go to all staff 
at both the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban and the ICU at 
the Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley including ambulance 
and helicopter crews. Grateful 
thanks also to Hamish Hoey 
and Son, Lorraine, St Oran’s 
Church and the Falls of 
Lora Hotel for providing an 
excellent service where over 
£600 was donated to the 
Heart Foundation. A special 
mention to Jacqueline for her 
help and especially to Susan 
Clark, a dear friend who tried 
so hard to save Sandra.

MEMORIAMS

CRUICKSHANK - Duncan, 
died August 15, 2015, a much 
loved dad. Time can change 
a lot of things. But not the 
memories this day brings.
- Catherine x
CRUICKSHANK - Our  
wonderful seanair Duncan. 
It’s been a year since you passed 
away. You are in our hearts 
and thoughts every day
All our love
- Mark, Karen, Laura and 
families xxx
DIGNAN -  In loving memory 
of Grace. Every day in some 
small way. Memories of you 
come our way. Though absent 
you are always near. Still 
missed, loved and always dear.
- Andrew and all the family.
MACINNES-DOUGLAS 
-  Eilidh MacInnes 
Douglas ,  who passed 
away August 9, 2014.
You are loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure.
 - From your loving mum and 
brother Roddy and family.

GALBRAITH - With loving 
and everlasting memories of 
my mother and friend Annie 
MacDougall Galbraith who 
passed away August 17, 2015.
- David
MACKECHNIE – In loving 
memory of my beloved husband 
Angus, who died August 11, 2005. 
Also remembering loved ones and 
friends no longer with us.
Time passes memories stay 
Quietly remembered every day.
- Grace.
MACKECHNIE – In loving 
memory of Angus a dear 
brother, brother-in-law and  
uncle, who passed away at 
Killin on August 11, 2005.
Sadly missed.
- MacKechnie Family, 
Balfron, Kilmalieu, Oban and 
Fort William.
MACCOLL – Annie (Nan). 
Tha gaol màthair sonraichte
Tha mi à toirt taing do
Dhia gu robh sibh Leamsa.
- June Anne and David xxxx
MACCOLL - Annie  (Nan)
Forever in our hearts granny.
- Archie, Jessie, Kate and 
Freddie xxxx.
McCLUSKIE - Bert. In 
loving memory of our dear 
father, papa and old papa to 
your great grand children.
There was always a piece of 
your heart missing when mum 
passed away and now you can 
both walk side by side forever. 
Always in our hearts.
- Sheena, Donald, Iain, 
Donald, Lynne, William, Amy, 
Owen, Louie and Ollie xx
NICHOLSON - In loving 
memory of Malcolm, died 
August 11, 2001, husband of 
the late Jessie.
Always in our thoughts.
- The Nicholson family.
NOBLE - In loving memory 
of my dear mother Olive, who 
died August 12, 2015.
No longer in my life to share 
but in my heart forever there.
- Love from George
SCOTT - In loving memory 
of Donald, who passed away 
on August 15, 2011. Always 
in our thoughts.
- Mum, Archie, Fiona, Calum 
and families
STEELE - In memory of 
my beloved fi ancé and our 
precious daddy James who 
died August 8, 2011.
No longer in our lives to 
share but in our hearts you are 
always there.
Love forever
Michelle, Megan and Jamie 
xxx
WEIR - Treasured memories 
of Elsie, a dearly loved mum, 
gran and great-gran, who died 
August 12, 2003.
A smile we shall always remember
A voice we shall always recall
A love we shall treasure forever
Of a mum who was dear to us all.
Loved and remembered always
- Jean and all the family

GRADUATION

Jacqueline Stephen
Graduated last month with a PhD in Medical Statistics 

from the University of Edinburgh. Jacqueline is a former 
pupil of Park Primary and Oban High School. Currently 

employed as a Statistician at the Edinburgh Clinical Trials 
Unit, University of Edinburgh.

GRADUATION

Cara-Eve Potts
Graduated with BSc (Hons) 2• 1 in Sports Studies, Physical 
Education and Professional Education from the University 

of Stirling. Daughter of Isla Coleman MacKenzie and 
Chas MacKenzie, Oban and Kevin Potts, Newcastle. 

Grand-daughter of  Pat Gillies, Oban, Anne and Tommy 
MacKenzie, Oban and Raymond and the late Edna Potts, 
Newcastle. A former pupil of St Columba’s Primary and 

Oban High Schools, Cara will undertake her probationary 
teacher year at Carnoustie High School.
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Saints lose out to Dunoon in Argyll 
and Bute Cup penalty shoot-out
OBAN Saints recent run of 
good fortune in penalty shoot-
outs finally came to an end at 
the Ropework Park, Lochgil-
phead last Saturday allowing 
Dunoon Amateurs to wrestle 
the Argyll and Bute Cup from 
their grasp.
 After five successfully con-
verted penalties each Dunoon 
keeper Jamie Robertson got 
down low to his right to save the 
first sudden death effort from 
Jamie Graham. Robertson 
then stepped forward to take 
kick number six for his team 
sending Thomas McCulloch 
the wrong way to win the cup 
for Dunoon.

Injuries, holidays and a 
new arrival deprived Saints 
manager Alex Craik of the 
services of Martin Bonar, Paul 
Carmichael, Dougal Graham, 
Marc Maccallum, Willie Gem-
mell, Keith Millar and Dean 
Smith. However, he was still 
able to name a squad of 18 for 
the gruelling eight-hour day of 
football.

Included in the squad were 
new signings Matty Kelly, 
Fraser MacFarlane, Daniel 
Croarkin and Jay Cooper along 
with 15-year-old Lewis Bu-
chanan who has been training 
with the first team squad.

Despite Lochgilphead being 
Saints shortest possible away 
trip the 10am kick off dictated 
an even earlier than normal 
8am departure for the travel-
ling party.

Cup holders Saints were 
drawn in group two alongside 
fellow Scottish Amateur 
Football League sides Dunoon 
Amateurs and Tarbert. Mak-
ing up the group two line-up 
were tournament debutants 
Glasgow Islay of the Glasgow 
and District Saturday Morning 
League.

Saints and Tarbert got the 
action under way in the first 
of their 40-minute matches in 
bright sunshine attacking the 
Kilmory end and immediately 

had their Premier Division 2B 
opponents under pressure.

Craig MacEwan forced a 
corner kick on the left which 
Matthew Kelly swung in right 
footed towards the back post. 
Dene Cassells rose highest and 
nodded the ball high into the 
net to give Saints the lead. 

Saints extended their lead 
two minutes later with Donald 
Campbell slotting a perfectly 
weighted through ball to Scott 
Maitland to place beyond the 
despairing dive of Chris Sel-
fridge in the Tarbert goal.

Donald Campbell started and 
finished an excellent move for 
Saints third goal combining 
well with Matty Kelly in the 
middle of the park. Matty 
slipped the ball wide to the left 
to meet the rampaging run of 
Jamie Graham who squared for 
Donald to round off the move 
with a simple tap-in.

With the points in the bag 
Manager Alex Craik was able 
gave second half run-outs to 
Lewis Buchanan, Jay Cooper 
and Daniel Croarkin, replac-
ing Donald Campbell, Craig 
MacEwan and Dene Cassells. 
The youngsters showed up well 
in their brief appearances and 
Saints saw the half out for a 
comfortable 3-0 victory.

Next in group two were 
Dunoon Amateurs and new 
boys Glasgow Islay who put up 
a good fight before going down 
2-1 to the men from Cowal 
thanks to a last-minute winner 
from Mark Hughes.

Over at the Ropework the 
opening three fixtures in group 
one saw hosts Lochgilphead 
Red Star beat Carradale 2-1 
and Rothesay Brandane put 
three past other tournament 
new boys Kilchoman of the Is-
lay Football League. The men 
from Bowmore recovered from 
their opening defeat to edge 
out Red Star by one goal to nil.

heeded and Saints put them-
selves under unnecessary 
pressure again with a cheaply 
conceded 32nd minute free 
kick just inside their own half.

The straight free kick should 
have been easily dealt with but 
Thomas McCulloch elected to 
come a long way off his line for 
a cross he was never likely to 
reach allowing a back header 
from Dunoon central defender 
Craig Anderson to loop over 
him and into the unguarded 
net.

In the eight minutes that 
remained, Saints huffed and 
puffed but failed to conjure 
up a way of taking the lead 
for a third time. A late curling 
left foot shot high and wide of 
target from Craig MacEwan 
was the last action of the match 
and referee Litster blew for full 
time signalling the need for a 
penalty shoot-out to decide the 
winners of the 2016 Argyll and 
Bute Cup. 

Dene Cassells was first up 
for Saints slotting the ball low 
to Jamie Robertson’s right. 
Successful kicks from Ross 
Maitland, Craig MacEwan, 
Paul Kerr and Donald Camp-
bell followed with Stuart Mac-
Intyre, Kieran Bowie, Stephen 
Jackson, Mark Hughes and 
Brendan MacIlkenny replying 
for Dunoon. Jamie Graham 
was brave enough to volunteer 
for the first of the sudden death 
kicks but saw his effort saved by 
Jamie Robertson low down to 
his right. Robertson fancied his 
chances of scoring the winner 
and sent his opposite number 
Thomas McCulloch the wrong 
way to seal victory for Dunoon 
Amateurs.

Saints will reflect on a good 
overall tournament perfor-
mance, particularly from the 
youngsters drafted into the 
squad, let down only by late 
lapses in concentration which 
is perhaps understandable after 
such a long day.

After the tournament the 
teams retired to the Argyll Inn 
for hospitality where the trophy  
and medals were presented.

Pre-season preparations now 
complete, the serious action re-
sumes on Saturday when Saints 
welcome their other great Ar-
gyll rivals Campbeltown Pupils 
to Glencruitten in the Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Premier Division. The game 
kicks-off at 2pm with referee 
Jimmy Litster in charge.

Saints resumed on the 
all-weather surface against 
Glasgow Islay with six changes 
to the previous starting eleven. 

In a goalless first half Jay 
Cooper, Ross Maitland and 
Daniel Croarkin all brought 
good saves from the Glasgow 
Islay keeper. Half time changes 
saw Dene Cassells and Jay 
Cooper make way for Craig 
Campbell and Craig MacEwan.

Saints kept up their first half 
pressure and eventually capi-
talised on their domination in 
the 27th minute when Donald 
Campbell beat the offside trap 
and buried low past the keeper. 
Donald completed his brace 
five minutes later with a beau-
tifully curled right foot finish 
into the postage stamp corner 
after a pass from the left from 
young Lewis Buchanan.

The group two action then 
moved over to the Ropework 
where, in torrential rain, a 
Mark Hughes hat-trick helped 
Dunoon Amateurs to a 4-1 win 
over Tarbert with the Dookers 
reply coming from a Nikki 
MacDougall penalty kick.

Manager Craik shuffled 
his pack again for Saints first 
match at the Ropework and 
what was to prove the first of 
two encounters with Dunoon 
Amateurs. 

Thankfully the earlier rain 
abated and Saints kicked off 
playing up the slope and did 
most of the first half pressing 
with Dunoon sitting in and 
looking to hit on the counter 
attack. 

Saints and Dunoon had 
both already qualified for 
the semi-finals but top spot 
in group two was still up for 
grabs. Despite this the opening 
ten minutes of the second half 
was a little flat with a stinging 
twenty eight yard free kick 
from Ross Maitland which the 
keeper did well to turn round 
the post being the only attempt 
of note.

With nine minutes remaining 
manager Alex Craik made an 
inspired substitution replac-
ing Fraser MacFarlane with 
Lewis Buchanan. Young Lewis 
announced his arrival almost 
immediately making a run 
through the inside left channel 
to get on the end of a Craig 
MacEwan through ball.

With his first touch Lewis Bu-
chanan placed the ball beyond 
the advancing keeper and into 
the bottom corner to put Saints 
in pole position to finish top of 
the group.

In the final group two fixture 
Tarbert and Glasgow Islay went 
head-to-head for third place 

Lochgilphead Red Star. Saints 
were attacking the pavilion 
end in the first 20 minutes and 
kept the home side on the back 
foot without finding a way past 
Luke Kalache in the Red Star 
goal. The big Australian keeper 
produced an inspired display to 
keep Saints at bay as the hold-

the box and sent a cut back to 
Donald Campbell who finally 
found a way past Kalache with 
a sweetly struck shot into the 
bottom corner for the only goal 
of the game.

And so with the clock ticking 
past five o’clock the 2016 Argyll 
and Bute Cup final between 
Oban Saints and Dunoon got 
under way.

Saints got off to the best pos-
sible start when, in the second 
minute, Matthew Kelly thread-
ed an excellent pass for Donald 
Campbell who expertly lobbed 
Jamie Robertson from the left 
hand corner of the box to give 
Saints an early advantage.

The lead however came at 
a cost as Matthew injured his 
groin when making the pass and 
had to leave the field before the 
restart. Matthew’s place in the 
middle of the park was taken by 
Daniel Croarkin. 

The Cowal men equalised in 
the 11th minute when Mark 
Hughes bisected Craig Camp-
bell and Dene Cassells to head 
home a cross from the left wing.

Saints regained the lead in 
the 15th minute when David 
McArthur took a quick throw-
in on the right sending Ross 
Maitland to the bye-line. Ross 
dug out a hanging cross which 
Craig MacEwan climbed above 
Harry Hall to head into the net 
past Jamie Robertson.

Over elaborating in the 
middle of the park left Saints 
vulnerable to a 29th minute 
counter attack from which 
Thomas McCulloch pulled off 
a good save to foil Scott Lauder.

However the warning wasn’t 

Young Lewis Buchanan is congratulated by Matty Kelly, Donald 
Campbell, Ross Maitland and David McArthur after netting the 

winner against Dunoon in the semi-� nal.

The Oban Saints squad pictured during the tournament. Report and photos: Derek Black

Craig MacEwan heads past Dunoon keeper Jamie Robertson to 
put Saints 2-1 ahead in the � nal. 

with the Dookers coming out 
on top by three goals to one.  

The concluding group one 
fixtures on the all weather sur-
face saw Caledonian League 
1B Rothesay Brandane thrash 
West of Scotland Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division Carradale 5-0 before 
confirming their group winners 
status with a 2-0 victory over 
Lochgilphead Red Star.

The hosts were then left to 
sweat over the outcome of the 
final match between Kilcho-
man and Carradale where a 
win for either team could see 
them pip Red Star for second 
spot.

 The match turned out to 
be the highest scoring affair 
of the day with the Kintyre 
men running out 5-2 winners.
However, the two Kilchoman 
goals were enough to see the 
hosts progress with a somewhat 
underwhelming goal difference 
of minus two.

The semi-finals line-up 
paired Saints with Red Star 
and Rothesay Brandane with 
Dunoon, The Bute v Cowal 
clash was first on the Rope-
work with the men from Cowal 
edging out the Butemen by two 
goals to nil. 

In the second semi-final 
Saints faced their closest 
neighbours and old rivals 

ers looked to get their place in 
the final booked early.

Kalache made the first of 
a string of excellent saves in 
the fifth minute getting down 
smartly at his near post to 
turn a Donald Campbell effort 
round the post for a corner. 
Donald took the corner kick  
from the left himself and found 
the head of Craig Campbell 
at the back post with the big 
defender getting in a good 
downward header which Oz 
held on his goal line.

Two minutes later Kalache 
foiled Craig Campbell again 
this time from a Scott Maitland 
corner from the right.

After a quieter spell Saints 
closed the first half on the 
attack but still found Kalache 
in no mood to let them pass. 

Scott Maitland forced his way 
into the box on the left hand 
side and looked to have lifted 
the ball over the keeper but the 
big custodian showed lightning 
quick reflexes to throw up a 
strong left hand keeping the 
ball out. 

The breakthrough for Saints 
came in the 31st minute and 
started with a good tackle on 
the half way line from David 
McArthur. David dug in well 
to win the ball and quickly 
released Myles McAuley on the 
right wing. Myles drove into 

Red Star goalkeeper Luke Kalache makes a brilliant one-handed 
save from Scott Maitland.

THE Tobermory Open Spon-
sored by D and W Brown Build-
ers took place over the weekend 
of August 6 and 7.  A 36-hole 
competition played over two 
days encountered horrendous 
weather on Sunday with gale-
force winds and horizontal rain, 
many of the golfers saying they 
had never played in conditions 
as bad.
 However, some 23 golfers 
turned out and there was only 
one no return so well done to 
all who competed.

Weather fails to dampen spirits

 The MacBrayne Cup for the 
scratch prize was won by Paul 
Brown with a 36 hole score of 
146, second was William Mac-
Crone with 150 closely followed 
in third place by his dad Ewan 
with a 151.
 The Willie MacAllister 
Memorial Trophy was won by 
Calum MacLean 123 net; 2 Pe-
ter MacCrone (Bathgate)132; 3 
Angus Cowe (Erskine)142.

Tobermory Golf Club captain Richard Inglis, centre, with Calum 
MacLean, left, and Paul Brown, right, with other prizewinners

and club members.

TWO Oban teams travelled to 
Ardrishaig on Saturday August 
6 to take part in Ardrishaig’s 
annual Open Pairs competi-
tion.

Anne and Neil MacDougall 
with the Ardrishaig Open

Pairs trophy.

MacDougall’s win 
Ardrishaig pairs

 Through the round robin for-
mat emerged the four section 
winners who were two teams  
from the home club, one from 
Colintraive and the other from 
Oban.
 Neil and Anne MacDougall 
from Oban won their semi-fi-
nal to face George Annan and 
Alasdair Craig from Ardrish-
aig in the seven-end final.
 It was a very closely fought 
contest, with Neil and Anne 
MacDougall having the upper 
hand on this occasion.

Oban Bowling Club are hold-
ing their Open Pairs competi-
tion this Saturday - August 13. 

The competition attracts 
entries from the local area 
and further afield with entries 
this year including teams from 
Colintraive, Clydebank and 
Dumbarton. The competition 
will start at approximately 10 
am and will finish sometime 
between 6-7pm.

THIS Saturday sees Oban 
Saint’s 2003’s kick-off their 
new venture in the Paisley and 
Johnstone Youth Development 
League, with a tricky away 
tie to Broomhill at Scotstoun 
Stadium. 

The new league, unquestiona-
bly the Scottish Youth Football 
Association’s flagship set-up 
and which boasts nearly 60 
teams across four divisions in 
the 2003 year alone, promises 
to be a test of epic proportions.

Saint’s 03’s have been par-
achuted into Division Two 
bypassing two divisions, a mas-
sive compliment and accolade 
considering the calibre of the 
sides the ‘Wee Saints’ will be 
facing on a weekly basis.

The Paisley League commit-
tee came to this decision after 
lengthy discussions. However, 
the acceptance of the club’s 
application was conditional – 
every match for this season will 
be played away from Oban.  

Argyle Parks in Alexandria 
will be the club’s new home 
ground, with the all weather 
pitch at Hermitage Academy  
provisional back-up depending 

New league set-up for 
Oban Saints youngsters

Youth football

on the weather. Whilst most 
youth teams have been enjoying 
a well-earned summer break, 
the Saints 03’s coaching staff 
have been working tirelessly 
to ensure their boys fledgling 
football careers weren’t cur-
tailed.

Double winners
Only two months ago, the then 

youngest of the 11-a-side Saint’s 
Youth set-up, were crowned 
double winners in their maiden 
season in the Dunbartonshire 
Football Development League 
after a near flawless campaign.

However, with their rivals all 
jumping ship to other league 
set-up’s, there was never going 
to be a defence of their crown. 

It would be fair to suggest the 
fortunes of Oban Saint’s 03s 
campaign could yet pave the 
way for the Saints Youth set-
up as a whole, with the steady 
decline of the DFDL across all 
of age categories making it im-
perative inroads were made to 
safeguard Oban’s prospective 
youth teams future.

BROTHERS Paddy and Finbar 
Dunne represented Scotland at 
the Celtic Games in Swansea at 
the weekend along with fellow 
club mate Stephen MacKenzie 
from Inverness Harriers. The 
epic 15-hour journey proved to 
be well worthwhile.

Like the weather in Swansea, 
the athletes’ performances 
were scorching. Stephen Mac-
kenzie won gold in the under-16 
boy’s long jump with a jump 
of 1.84m. Paddy Dunne won 
silver in the men’s under-18 
javelin with a throw of 57.33m, 
a new personal best, and Finbar 
Dunne won silver in the boy’s 
under-16 discus with a new 
personal best throw of 42.22m.

The athletics season is 
approaching a climax with all 
three athletes due to compete 
in the Scottish National cham-
pionships in Grangemouth over 
the next two weekends, with 
Paddy and Finbar going on to 
compete at the English Nation-
al Championships at the end of 
the month having achieved the 
high qualifying standard.

Athletics

Medals won at the 
Celtic Games
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Golf News

Youth football

Isle of Seil

MARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTS
WITH IAN RODGER

Glencruitten

THE Highland Arts annual 
Burns Crystal Open golf 
competition was held for the 
16th year on Sunday July 24.

Conditions were perfect for 
all competitions and the course 
was at its best.

After the game refreshments 
were organised by John and 
Moira Taylor in their garden at 
Balvicar Bay.

Results: Gents - 1 Ian 
Galloway 70-14-65; 2=Colin 
Campbell 83-16-67 and Brian 
Mitchell 92-25-67;  4 Geo 
Adam 77-9-68

Ladies - 1 Donna Campbell 
90-20-70; 2 Mary Phillips 
90-18-72; 3 Janic Mitchell 
97-23-74; 4 Isobel Smith 
124-31-93.

Longest Drive:  Gents - Kyle 
Gilroy;  Ladies - Donna 
Campbell.

Nearest the pin: 4th/13th 
Colin Campbell; 7/8th Geo 
Adam’

Least putts: Gents - Ian 
Galloway 27; Ladies - Janice 
Mitchell 31.

Birdie Putts Kyle Gilroy.

John Taylor from Highland 
Arts presented the  Burns 
Crystal Trophy  to winner 

Ian Galloway.

BJJ
Oban BJJ hosted head instructor Marcos Nardini’s BJJ barbecue 
weekend over July 30 and 31. Forty students attended from various 
affiliated gyms from Glasgow, Kilmarnock, Coatbridge and Oban.

The session on Saturday morning covered escapes and arm-bars 
and was followed by camping and a barbecue at Tralee beach where 
everyone got to relax and enjoy the surroundings.

Sunday was an open mat where those who hadn’t over indulged 
from the night before got to roll and test themselves against other 
practitioners that they don’t normally roll with.

The weekend was a huge success with the teams all bonding and 
learning together. Coach Coogie Potter would like to give a special 
thank you to Nick Wesley and Atlantis Leisure who let the club 
use their barbecue and gave everyone access to their showers post 
seminar.

For club info contact Coogie on coogiepots@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
The squad training session on Saturday July 23 was a tough one at-
tended by karate practitioners from Oban and Dunoon. Members 
of the Karate Jutsu Kai dojo in Dunoon made the trip and enjoyed 
the training very much, vowing to return for the next one.
 The Caledonia Kyokushin clubs annual beach training takes 

place on Saturday August 20, a report and pictures will be in a 
future column. Craig MacLachlan’s training for Japan is going well 
with extra sparring sessions working with Mark Welsh. Mark’s help 
is much appreciated in the lead up to the World Tournament.

Squad selection will be taking place soon for the British Open 
event in London which takes place on October 1.

The Scottish Open event which is organised by Iain Rodger and 
takes place on February 25, 2017 has had its first entry in, the last 
event was sold out before Christmas the year before.

Anyone interested in learning this traditional style of karate 
should contact Iain Rodger on: 07584 166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk

Shukokai Karate
The clubs are returning to normal training this week after the sum-
mer break.  Anyone thinking of taking up this martial art should 
contact Kenny Gray on: kenni.gray@btinternet.com

Kickboxing
Senshi Do Kickboxing Fighter Profile

Name: Robbie Bratton
Age: 12
D.O.B: 5/8/03
Job: OHS Student
Years Training: 7
Grade: Junior Black Belt
Favourite Technique: Ushiro Geri (Spinning Back Kick)
Favourite Combination: Front Kick, Jab, Right Cross, Spinning
Back Kick
Best Tournament Result: Silver at Oban Tournament
Ambitions: To Keep Getting Better
Anything Else to Say: I really enjoy training and sparring

Training continues as usual – Wednesdays at 6.30pm for juniors 
and 7.30pm for seniors. Sundays at 11am for juniors, noon for 
seniors, with women-only sessions at 2pm. For more information 
contact Wullie Rodger on: shihanwill@gmail.comOban BJJ members working hard at their recent seminar. In more relaxed mood as they enjoy a barbecue

Robbie Bratton throwing a Mawashi Geri Turning Kick

OBAN Saints Youth Football 
Club welcomed Hamilton 
Accies, Queens Park, St.
Johnstone, Dumbarton and 
neighbours Fort William to 
their annual invitational tour-
nament.
 The organisers were anxious 
as the weather forecast was for 
gales but the day started off dry 
with occasional windy periods.

Saints started their campaign 
well with 3-1 win against local 
rivals Fort William. The Fort 
took the lead with a well taken 
lob against the run of play. 
Oban hit back, playing good 
controlled football with Aaron 
Mackay scoring a well deserved 
hat-trick. Saints now had a 
break while holders Hamilton 
defeated St. Johnstone and 
Queens Park drew with Dum-
barton.

Next game up for the host 
team was Dumbarton. This was 
a fiercely contested game with 
both teams  playing good pass-
ing football. Both sides were 
evenly matched and the game 
finished in a 0-0 draw. On the 
other pitch Fort William lost 
4-1 to a slick passing Queens 
Park.

Saints were straight back on 
after a 10-minute rest to face 
the formidable Hamilton. The 
back-to-back games eventually 
told on the local boys with 

Winners- Hamilton Accies
Runners up – Queens Park
Player of the tournament- Kyle Higgins (Hamilton)
Local player of the tournament – Aaron Mackay
Full results:
Oban Saints 3-1 Fort William
Hamilton 2-0 St  Johnstone           Queens Park 1-1 Dumbarton
Oban Saints 0-0 Dumbarton         Fort William 1-4 Queens Park 
Dumbarton 1-1 St Johnstone        Oban Saints  0-4 Hamilton
Hamilton 3-1 Queens Park             St. Johnstone 6-0  v Fort William
Oban Saints 1-1 Queens Park       Dumbarton 6-0 Fort William
Dumbarton 1-2 Hamilton           St Johnstone 2-2 Oban Saints
Fort William 0-5 Hamilton           Queens Park 2-1 St Johnstone

Accies win youth tournament 

Hamilton coming away with 
a comfortable 4-0 victory. On 
the other pitch another scoring 
draw was concluded, this time 
between Dumbarton and St. 
Johnstone.

Oban now had a well-de-
served rest while the impressive 
Hamilton beat Queens Park 3-1 
and St. Johnstone won easily 
against a tiring Fort William.

Saints next game was against 
Queens Park. This was another 
tight affair with Saints taking 
the lead after a fantastic lung 
bursting run by Liam Rich-
mond when the ball eventually 
fell to the prolific Aaron Mack-

ay. It looked like a win was on 
the cards for Oban until the 
last few minutes when Queens 
Park snatched a late equaliser 
resulting in what was deemed a 
fair 1-1 draw. 

With Dumbarton beating 
Fort William this meant that 
with four games to play there 
were still a lot to be decided.

Next up for Saints was 
St. Johnstone. A win was 
paramount for both teams to 
almost  guarantee a runners-up 
medal. The teams were obvi-
ously tiring after their earlier 
exertions and with the rain 
now pouring down conditions 
were difficult. The game, while 
played at a slower pace, was no 
less entertaining for the quality 
of football on show. Saints took 
the lead through another well 
taken Aaron Mackay shot into 
the roof of the other Saints net. 
The Perth side hit back just 
before half time to end the half 
all square.

 St. Johnstone then went 
ahead before Craig Miller 
equalised for the Oban side. 
Both teams had chances to win 
it with Saints flashing a header 
just wide of the post with the 
last kick of the game. Hamilton 
sealed the trophy with a conten-

tious win over Dumbarton who 
felt they were robbed of a draw 
by a late dubious offside goal.

With two games remaining 
the runners-up place still had 
to be decided and if Queens 
Park and St. Johnston drew 
then those two plus Dumbarton 
and Oban Saints would all have 
six points, with goal difference 
coming into play.

However, Queens Park 
stopped the organisers from 
reaching for the calculators by 
beating St. Johnstone two goals 
to one and with Hamilton beat-
ing Fort William this meant 
the Accies went through the 
tournament undefeated to win 
the handsome trophy for the 
sixth year in a row

The tournament organisers 
would like to thank their spon-
sors for making this another 
great spectacle of football. 
Special mention goes to Oban 
Joinery Services, Specsavers, 
Tesco and Bidvest for their 
support.

Local player of the tournament 
was Aaron Mackay

Hamilton Accies won the Oban Saints Youth tournament for the sixth year in a row.

The Saints squad who performend well on the day stand in front 
of the tournament sponsor’s banner. Queens Park striker Gregor Nicol nets against Oban Saints. The match ended in a 1-1 draw. 

MALCOLM MacKillop won 
the Britannia Cup and Wilson 
Cup at Glencruitten on Satur-
day with a nett score of 62 (bih) 
from Donald McGill, who was 
runner-up in both events, also 
with a nett 62.

Robert MacIntyre was the 
best placed UK player and took 
fourth place in the European 
Amateur Championship at 
Tallin in Estonia on Saturday 
with scores of 72, 66, 69, 68, 
with a score of 13 under for the 
tournament.

Robert is currently placed  
20th in the amateur World 
Golf Rankings.

 This Saturday the Glencruit-
ten Open takes place, there 
are tee times available for late 
entries.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3300
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

F Mackie
Nant Drive
Oban

B Coughlan
Hillside
Dunbeg
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Derby win sees Newtonmore take 
another step towards league title

Marine Harvest Premiership
                    P      W     D      L       F       A     Pts
Newtonmore  11      10      1       0      41       9      21
Oban Camanachd  13       8       3       2      25     13      19    
Kinlochshiel  13       7       3       3      27     15      17
Kyles Athletic  10       6       2       2      32     12      14
Kingussie  14       6       2       6      23     26      14  
Lovat   14       6       1       7      25     35      13
Glenurquhart  13       5       1       7      19     30      11  
Skye   11       0       8       3       9      18       8    
Lochaber   13       1       5       7      17     33       7      
Fort William  14        0      2      12     13     40       2

Camanachd Cup semi-� nal venues
THE DATE and venues for the 2016 Camanachd Cup semi-fi-
nals are confirmed as follows:

Saturday August 13:  Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore - Bught 
Park, Inverness, throw-up 4pm.

Saturday August 20: Lochaber v Oban Camanachd - The 
Sports Field, Taynuilt, throw up 4pm.

Both semi-finals will be televised live by BBC ALBA.
The 2016 Camanachd Cup Final – Shinty’s BIG Day Out! 

– will take place at An Aird, Fort William on Saturday Sep-
tember 17.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kingussie 1 
Newtonmore 4 
Newtonmore took another step 
towards a seventh successive 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
title when they saw off a deter-
mined Kingussie side to win 
4-1 in their 6pm throw up at the 
Dell. 

This derby match was brought 
forward to Friday August 5 so 
it could be covered live by BBC 
Alba. 

The pitch was in superb con-
dition, although the pre-match 
rain left the surface a bit greasy. 
That didn’t concern the usual 
large crowd which gathered to 
support their favourites in this 
battle between the fiercest of 
shinty rivals.  

There was a minute’s silence 
ahead of throw up as the clubs 
remembered the recent passing 
of two of their legends from 
days gone by – Kingussie’s 
Evan Cattanach and Johnny 
Campbell of Newtonmore.

Newtonmore made a bright 
start. A pass from Glen MacK-
intosh from wide on the left 
found Paul MacArthur who 
had cut infield but his effort 
was blocked.  

Play switched to the other end 
and Savio Genini was just una-
ble to reach a James Hutchison 
ball from the right.

Newtonmore worked a short 
corner on the right. Jamie Rob-
inson touched the ball to Neil 
Stewart who cut the ball back 
but Kingussie keeper Craig 
Dawson did enough to deflect 
Fraser MacKintosh’s shot away 
for a corner.

A neat Kingussie free-hit saw 
Savio Genini find James Fal-
coner in a good position at the 
edge of the ‘D’ but he missed 
his first hit and then pulled 
the ball wide of Owen Fraser’s 
right post.

With chances being created at 
both ends, it wasn’t going to be 
long before the deadlock was 
broken and it was the league 
leaders who went in front on 
16 minutes. Norman Campbell 
gathered possession in mid-
field and found Neil Stewart 
who swept the ball on to Glen 
MacKintosh. The Scotland 
forward fought for possession 
with Lee Bain just outside the 
‘D’ before turning and thump-
ing the ball high into the net to 
make it 1-0. 

Kingussie’s Robert Mabon takes a fall in a challenge with Glen 
MacKintosh of Newtonmore.  Photo: Neil Paterson

Glen MacKintosh took a deft 
touch to control the ball before 
shooting from the right but 
Craig Dawson saved well with 
his feet before playing the ball 
out for a corner on the ’More 
right. 

The sheer size and strength 
of the Newtonmore defence 
against their opposite numbers 
was obvious but Kingussie 
kept the ball moving along the 
ground and got their reward on 
27 minutes with a well-worked 
goal. Louis Munro broke up a 
visiting attack before sending 
the ball down the Kingussie 
left. 

James Hutchison held the ball 
wide by the touchline before 
playing it infield to Savio Gen-
ini who flicked the ball onto 
James Falconer. 

The ball seemed to stick on 
the surface but Falconer kept 
his cool as he took a couple 
of touches before beating the 
keeper low at his left post to 
make it 1-1.

Kingussie were only able to 
maintain parity for a couple of 
minutes. Good play from Neil 
Stewart took the ball across 

goal. Paul MacArthur drove 
the ball in low towards goal 
and Evan Menzies took a touch 
at the edge of the ‘D’ before 
turning and beating the keeper 
low at his right side to make it 
2-1.It was a deadly finish and it 
demonstrated why Menzies is 
Newtonmore’s top marksman 
so far this season.   

A hand injury forced ‘More 
defender Craig Richie off the 
field on 32 minutes and Andy 
MacKintosh was introduced 
earlier than he might have 
expected. 

Newtonmore came close 
when Glen MacKintosh flicked 
the ball between his legs to 
Fraser MacKintosh who held 
off his marker but tugged the 
ball wide of goal. 

’More seemed to be finding 
it hard to pin down James 

Falconer and the youngster 
again found space before the 
break. Robert Mabon started 
the move by winning the ball 
in his own half before picking 
out James Hutchison on the 
left wing. Hutchison played the 
ball to Savio Genini and his 
first-time pass set up a great 
chance for an unmarked James 
Falconer in front of goal. But 
he hit his shot at keeper Fraser 
who did well to stop the ball 
with his feet and keep it out of 
his net.

A turn and shot from Savio 
Genini was blocked with his 
feet by Michael Russell and, 
seconds later, ’More defenders 
Rory Kennedy and Michael 
Russell crowded out James 
Hutchison following a shy on 
the right and Owen Fraser 
swept the ball away. 

Both teams made changes 
at half time. Newtonmore 
withdrew an injured Jamie 
Robinson with Drew MacDon-
ald taking his place at wing 
centre. Steven MacDonald, 
who seemed to be struggling in 
the latter stages of the first half, 
went to full back with Rory 

Kennedy going to buckshee 
back. Kingussie introduced 
Rory MacGregor at wing 
centre in preference to Calum 
Grant.

The first chance of the second 
half fell to Kingussie but a 
Thomas Borthwick shot on his 
back-hand was saved by Owen 
Fraser with his foot at his left 
post at the expense of a corner.  

Lee Bain was the first player 
to make his way into referee 
Graham Cameron’s book on 54 
minutes.

There was a double punish-
ment for the visitors though as 
Fraser MacKintosh touched 
the free-hit in front of Evan 
Menzies who darted in from 
the left before sending an un-
stoppable shot across Dawson, 
high into the net, to make it 3-1 
with 55 minutes played.

A couple of minutes later 
Newtonmore U17 player Iain 
Robinson took over from 
Fraser MacKintosh in attack.

The game went a bit flat for 
the next 15 minutes, which was 
perhaps understandable given 
all that had gone on before.  

Andy MacKintosh was 
booked following a foul on 
Fraser Munro as the contest 
moved into the final 20 min-
utes.

Louis Munro seemed to jar 
his knee when tracking back for 
a ball on the Kingussie right. 
He needed treatment but was 
able to carry on.  

Kingussie tried hard to reduce 
the deficit and Michael Russell 
scrambled the ball away inside 
the ‘D’ and Rory MacGregor 
shot wide of goal. 

A superb strike from Thomas 
Borthwick from wide on the 
right flew just across goal as 
Kingussie knew they had to 
score next to have a chance 
of taking something from the 
game. 

Newtonmore reintroduced 
Craig Ritchie in place of Drew 
MacDonald. 

Newtonmore sealed the win 
on 79 minutes when Evan 
Menzies played the ball out to 
the left to Glen MacKintosh. 
Menzies took the return pass 

just inside the ‘D’ and he took 
a touch before pushing the ball 
low past Craig Dawson to make 
it 4-1.  Ryan MacWilliam came 
on for Kingussie after Savio 
Genini took a knock.

Craig Dawson denied man 
of the match Menzies a fourth 
when he moved smartly to save 
with his foot at his right post.

The final whistle signalled 
a Newtonmore win and their 
league form has seen them drop 
just one point in 11 fixtures.

They have seven league 
games to go – five of which 
are at the Eilan – and it seems 
‘when’ rather than ‘if’ they will 
confirm a seventh successive 
league championship. Next up 
for Newtonmore is a Cama-
nachd Cup semi-final meeting 
with an in-form Kinlochshiel 
this Saturday.  

The victory also meant 
Newtonmore retained the Sir 
Tommy MacPherson Trophy 
which was presented to captain 
Steven MacDonald by the 
MacPherson family. 

Kingussie had their fair share 
of the game but they weren’t as 
clinical in front of goal as their 
opponents. Their management 
team will disagree, but any 
threat of relegation seems 
remote at best. 

Kingussie have four matches 
left – home and away to Kyles 
Athletic and away to Glenur-
quhart and Skye.

Fort William 1
Oban Camanachd 5
The Oban side continued their 
impressive form to stay in sec-
ond place in the Premiership.

The Oban side were without 
defenders Garry Lord and 
Gary McKerracher who were 
suspended whilst Scott MacK-
illop and Daniel Cameron wer-
en’t risked as both were just one 
booking away from missing the 
forthcoming Camanachd Cup 
semi-final against Lochaber. 

Robert Alexander, Iain Mac-
Millan and Evan MacLellan 
were called up from Lochside 
Rovers. Keeper Gavin Stobbart 
started despite nursing a toe 
injury. 

Fort William were also miss-
ing a number of players and like 
Camanachd promoted from 
their second team. 
 The Oban side opened the 
scoring after 11 minutes when 
Scott MacMillan shot home 
from 30 yards.  
The second goal was scored by 
under-17 international Daniel 
MacVicar who tapped in from 
two yards.
  The same player scored the 
third goal with a fine individual 
effort giving the Oban side a 
comfortable three-goal lead as 
half-time approached.

  The Fort were rarely seen as 
an attacking force and anytime 
they did so the re-vamped 
Camanachd defence with 
Willie Neilson at full back and 
Robert Alexander at half back 
were in no mood to concede 
with team captain James Mac-
Millan and the impressive Ross 
MacMillan also in good form. 
 Team manager Ian Hay re-
placed Connor Howe with Ian 
MacMillan at the start of the 
second half and Evan MacLen-
nan for Malcolm Clark.
  The red and blacks continued 
to press with the midfield of 
Lorne Dickie and David Laf-
ferty in good form.  
Midway through the second 
half, Malcolm Clark, back on as 
a rolling sub, completed a good 
move with a 20-yard strike to 
put Camanachd out of sight.
 A further substitution saw 
Aidan MacIntyre come on to 
replace David Lafferty.
 Fort William pulled a goal 
back with five minutes to go 
with a fine individual effort 
from Arran MacPhee.
 The scoring was completed 
when Camanachd sub Ian 
MacMillan’s 20-yard drive 
found the top corner of the 
net after good lead-up play by 
Andrew ‘Papa’ McCuish ensur-
ing a convincing win for Oban 
Camanachd.
 Ian Hay said: ‘With injuries and 
suspensions taking their toll, it 
was pleasing the players from 
our reserve team Lochside 
Rovers provided such good 
back-up and with keeper Gavin 
Stobbart fit to play the team 
performed very well in what 
was always a tough fixture.’
 Next up for Camanachd is 
Kyles at Tighnabruiach as the 
Oban side look to consolidate 
their league position. 

The following Saturday 
they take on Lochaber in the 
semi-final of the Camanachd 
Cup.

Fort William don’t have a 
league fixture this coming 
weekend and they end the 
season with four away league 
matches. 

Kyles Athletic 0 
Kinlochshiel 1 
Third-placed Kinlochshiel 
beat Kyles Athletic 1-0 at a wet 
Tighnabruaich.

Kyles were without the in-
jured Grant Irvine but Dunkie 
Kerr was back after missing the 
previous week’s win over Lovat. 
Kinlochshiel travelled without 
forward Jordan Fraser so 
Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae started 
in attack. 

The game’s only goal came 
on 11 minutes when Duncan 
‘DA’ MacRae played the ball 
forward to John MacRae who 

took a touch before hitting a 
shot into the bottom corner of 
the net.  Kyles pressed hard for 
a leveller but the Kinlochshiel 
defence, marshalled by full 
back Paul MacRae, were excel-
lent all afternoon.

There was a late chance for 
Kinlochshiel to double their 
lead when Keith MacRae ran 
through on goal. Referee David 
Mitchell ruled that Kyles’ keep-
er John Whyte had fallen on 
the ball in his attempt to save 
and pointed to the penalty spot.

But John MacRae put the 
penalty wide of goal. 

Kinlochshiel are three points 
ahead of fourth-placed Kyles 
but they have played three 
games more.

Glenurquhart 1 
Skye Camanachd 1 
A late Danny Morrison goal 
earned Skye Camanachd a 1-1 
draw with Glenurquhart at 
Blairbeg.

Glenurquhart co-managers 
Billy MacLean and Dave Men-
zies had injury concerns over 
James Hurwood and Michael 
Brady and they both missed 
out. Michael Fraser was on 
holiday whilst Fraser Heath 
was unavailable. 

Skye Camanachd boss John 
MacLeod added James Pringle 
to the squad which drew with 
Oban Camanachd a week ear-
lier with an injured Ally ‘Spod’ 
MacLeod dropping out. 

There was more than a touch 
of fortune about the opening 
goal on 28 minutes. 

David Smart drove the ball 
into the danger area from the 
Glen left. Skye defender Ally 
‘Digg’ MacDonald stopped 
the ball with his feet but it 
squirmed across goal and beat 
a diving Jamie Gannon at his 
right post. 

Lewis MacLennan, who is 
moving to the Isle of Muck soon 
to take up the post of game-
keeper, shot over moments 
later and the home side took 
the 1-0 lead into the break. 

Skye rallied in the second half 
and drew level with just five 
minutes remaining. 

John Gillies played a corner 

to the back post. Jordan Mur-
chison hit the ball back into the 
goal area and Danny Morrison 
saw his initial shot blocked be-
fore he crashed the ball low in 
to the net at the second attempt 
to make it 1-1.

It was the first league goal 
Glenurquhart had conceded 
from open play in 408 minutes.

Both teams could have won 
it in the closing stages. Glen 
keeper Stuart MacKintosh 
stretched high to his right to 
keep out a John Gillies shot 
from the right. 

Then, at the other end, a 
Lewis MacLennan shot came 
back off the post before Neale 
Reid blasted the ball goalwards 
but Jamie Gannon stretched to 
his left to get his thigh to the 
ball to send it over the bar for 
an unbelievable save.   

Glenurquhart stay three 
points ahead of Skye but they 
have played a couple of games 
more. 

Skye, with their eighth draw 
in 11 league fixtures, move a 
point further away from the 
relegation zone and they host 
Lochaber, who are just a point 
behind them, at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, this Saturday. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Kilmallie 2 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2 
It was honours even at Canal 
Parks where Glasgow Mid 
Argyll twice came from a 
goal down to earn a share of 
the points in a 2-2 draw with 
Kilmallie. 

Kilmallie’s Craig MacIsaac 
served the second match of a 
three-game suspension whilst 
GMA’s John McNulty was free 
of his four-match ban, which 
started in mid-June, and was 
given a place on the bench. 

Kilmallie took the lead on 
four minutes when Bryan 
MacKay was allowed too much 
space around 35 yards from 
goal and struck the ball into 
the top left corner of the net to 
make it 1-0. 

Craig Anderson drew GMA 
level on 23 minutes when 

The victorious Newtonmore team celebrate winning the Sir Tommy MacPherson Memorial Trophy after defeating Kingussie
 4-1 at the Dell last Friday. Photo: Neil Paterson
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Camanachd Referees Association 
hold annual general meeting

Results
Friday August 5
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie 1-4 Newtonmore 
   
Saturday August 6 
Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William 1-5 Oban Caman
Glenurquhart 1-1 Skye 
Kyles Athletic 0-1 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Kilmallie 2-2 Glasgow MA

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kingussie 1-2 Skye 
Kinlochshiel 1-0 Fort William

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour 0-2 Col Glen 
Glenorchy 2-1 Kyles Athletic

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni 5-0 Boleskine
Glengarry P-P Kilmallie
Kilmallie unable to field a 
team. Points to Glengarry 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Bute 2-2 Glasgow Mid Argyll
Kilmory v Aberdour
Aberdour unable to field a 
team. Points to Kilmory 
Oban Lorn 0-4 Tayforth

SHINTY’S best young talent 
completed a successful Marine 
Harvest shinty/hurling tour of 
Ireland, beating Kilkenny U17 
and Dublin U17.

The squad was based at the 
impressive Dublin City Univer-
sity and opened the tour at the 
25,000 capacity Nowlan Park, 
home of hurling giants Kilken-
ny on Monday July 25.

Lovat’s Danny Kelly was giv-
en the honour of captaining the 
Scots and the players looked 
resplendent in the new Scot-
land strip, supplied by Gilmour 
Sports.

 
Kilkenny U17 9 (2-3)
Scotland U17 15 (3-6) 
With the usual frantic start to 
these games, the Scots attacked 
from the throw-in and took the 
lead with just a minute played.

John Gillies won possession 
at the back and played the ball 
down the left. Iain Robinson 
gathered possession before 
crossing into the danger area. 
Fraser Watt had a shot saved 
but Lewis Montgomery latched 
onto the ball and slipped it to 
Daniel MacVicar who scored. 

It took a last gasp Irish chal-
lenge to stop Lewis Montgom-
ery scoring a second but, as the 
hosts came more into the game, 
it took a brilliant point-blank 
save from Scotland keeper 
Cameron Sutherland to deny 
Kilkenny’s James Bergin and 
kept his side in front. 

Kilkenny continued to press 
but Scotland defended well and 
extended their lead when Iain 
Richardson sent the ball be-
tween the posts to add another 
two points with 24 minutes 
played. 

Iain Robinson sent another 
free over the bar from in front 
of the goal a minute later to 
give Scotland a nine point 
advantage. 

With just seconds of the first 
half remaining, Iain Robinson 
was first onto a loose ball and 
he scored to make it Kilkenny 
(0-0) 0-10 (2-4) Scotland at the 
sound of referee Sean Kelly’s 
half time whistle. 

The referee was the man 
in the middle at last year’s 
senior shinty/hurling meeting 
between Ireland and Scotland 
at Croke Park.     

Bill Delahunty notched Kilk-
enny’s first point early in the 
second half with a ball over the 
bar from wide on the right. 

The hosts continued to attack 
and Evan Shefflin, nephew 
of Kilkenny hurling legend 
Henry Shefflin, cut through the 

he poked the ball through a 
crowded ‘D’ into the bottom 
corner of the net.

When referee Robert Baxter 
awarded Kilmallie a penalty on 
64 minutes, Liam MacDonald 
took responsibility from the 
spot. GMA goalie Jonathon 
Oates saved the spot-hit but 
Duncan Rodger was first to 
react flicking the ball into the 
net to make it 2-1. 

GMA restored parity for a 
second time on 75 minutes 
when John McNulty, who had 
come on for the final half hour, 
sent a shot across goal from the 
left which beat the keeper at his 
left post to make it 2-2. 

Referee Robert Baxter 
flashed two red cards late in 
the match. 

There was a scuffle as Ryan 
Harrison, who was excellent 
throughout the game, and 
Duncan Rodger clashed. A 
number of players got involved 
and Kilmallie’s Jordan Fraser 
and GMA’s Mark Bain were 
sent off.

Kilmallie stay top of shinty’s 
second tier with 15 points from 
nine games. Inveraray are a 
point behind but have played a 
game more. 

GMA and Caberfeidh are 
both a couple of points off the 
top spot but the former have 
played just eight games whilst 
the latter have played nine 
times. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Kingussie 1 
Skye Camanachd 2
The Skye Camanachd colts did 
well to beat the Kingussie colts 
2-1 at the Dell.

Kingussie were without Ron-
ald Ross and James MacLean 
but included Calum Grant, who 
had played the first half against 
Newtonmore the previous 
evening, and Chris Holleysong.

Kevin Thain started on the 
bench, although he came on in 
the second half. 

Skye welcomed Ruaraidh Ma-
cLeod, John Angus MacInnes 
and Ally ‘Cleodi’ MacLeod 
back after they had missed the 
previous weekend’s defeat to 
Glenurquhart. 

Thomas Wilson and Ross 
Gordon were still out with hand 
injuries.

John Angus MacInnes’ goal 
on 12 minutes gave Skye the 
lead but Kieran MacPherson 
made it 1-1 on 39 minutes. It 
took two fine first-half saves 
from Skye keeper Ryan Mor-
rison to deny Roddy Young a 
goal. 

Ruaraidh MacLeod looked 
lively when he came off the 
Skye bench and he scored what 
proved to be the winner on 73 
minutes. 

Kingussie stay third and Skye 
now climb to sixth place in the 
league ahead of this coming 
weekend’s Strathdearn Cup 
semi-finals which see Skye 
travel to play Lochcarron at 
Battery Park whilst Kingussie 
are also on the road as they face 
Glenurquhart at Blairbeg.  

Kinlochshiel 1 
Fort William 0 
The Kinlochshiel reserves 
edged out the Fort William 
reserves with a 1-0 win at 
Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel’s Douglas 
Campbell was free of suspen-
sion and he started in defence. 
Neil Fraser was out with a 
niggling hamstring injury. Fort 
William had to rely on veterans 
Neil Robertson and John Ma-
cLeod to start the match.

There were few chances in 
the first half, although Fort 
goalie Donnie Walker pulled 
off a good save to deny Scott 
MacLean who had peeled to 
the right of his marker before 
sending a low shot to the keep-
er’s right hand post. Walker 
reached out with his stick to 
knock the ball past the post.

The highlight of the first half 
came when Fort William full 
forward John MacLeod turned 
his marker and rifled a shot 
which was going a shade wide 
of target. 

The ball deflected off a ’Shiel 
defender and was goal-bound 
until home goalie Ryan Gillies 

managed to turn the ball out 
for a corner.

The second half started lively 
enough with ’Shiel threatening 
the Fort goal and they got their 
reward on 62 minutes. 

Scott MacLean went past his 
marker and flicked the ball for-
ward to Duncan James who got 
by the full back before sending 
the ball high into the top right 
hand corner of the net with the 
keeper helpless. 

John MacLeod and Neil 
Robertson were both forced off 
through injury.

Fort William’s Alasdair 
MacRae was booked by referee 
John Angus Gillies for a reck-
less swing when challenging 
Douglas Campbell.

The match was keenly con-
tested and young Victor Smith 
proved to be a handful when he 
came on for John MacLeod.

There was a flashpoint 
with five minutes remaining. 
Another reckless swing, this 
time from Douglas Campbell, 
sparked a scuffle. 

Fort William’s Dylan Fraser 
and Conall Fraser from the 
home team were yellow carded 
along with Douglas Campbell.

The two teams were even 
with a number of U14 players 
on the field and both sides put 
on a good display in difficult 
conditions.

’Shiel’s Scott MacLean was 
the pick of the Kinlochshiel 
players as he worked tirelessly 
in the forward line to create 
chances for his team-mates. 
Young Duncan Matheson 
shone at left half forward, 
working hard throughout whilst 
the home defence were solid 
throughout. 

Fort William’s Lachie Shaw 
was probably the man of the 
match, covering every blade of 
grass in the centre line, and and 
excellent hitting and tackling.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour 0 
Col Glen 2 
Aberdour missed the chance 
to go top of Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 when they lost 
2-0 to Col Glen at Silver Sands.

Col Glen played well and took 
the lead two minutes before the 
interval when Willie MacVicar 
controlled a cross from the 
right before smashing the ball 
into the top right corner of the 
net. 

Col Glen took control when 
a Donnie McDermid shot 
from distance, out on the wing, 
made it 2-0 on the hour mark. 
McDermid hit the ball well and 
it took what was an unlucky 
bounce for the keeper before 
ending up in the net.   

Aberdour are still level on 
points with Oban Celtic at the 
top of the table but they have 
now played a game more.  

Aberdour have just three 
league games to go – all away 
from home. They face difficult 
trips to Oban Celtic, Lochside 
Rovers and Taynuilt.   

Col Glen signed off on a high 
as this win means they are the 
first team to complete their 
league programme. 

Glenorchy 2 
Kyles Athletic 1 
Glenorchy worked hard to beat 
the Kyles Athletic seconds 2-1 
at Mart Park.

Graham Morrice gave 
Glenorchy the lead from the 
penalty spot after 15 minutes. 

John Smith made it 2-0 on 65 
minutes and although Christo-
pher Blair pulled a goal back 
for Kyles a minute from time, 
Glenorchy took the points and 
they leap-frog Taynuilt to go 
sixth in the league. 

Glenorchy have one league 
match remaining, at home to 
Taynuilt. 

The Kyles colts have three 
games to go – away to Lochside 
Rovers and home and away to 
Oban Celtic. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Aberdeen University 5 
Boleskine 0 
Aberdeen University made it 14 
straight league wins and edged 
closer to the 100 league goals 

mark when they beat Boleskine 
5-0 at Balgownie.

Aberdeen’s Alex Duncan 
started a two-match suspension 
following his red card in the 
Strathdearn Cup quarter-final 
defeat to the Kingussie sec-
onds. Boleskine were without 
Jamie Matheson. 

Ross Robinson opened the 
scoring with the only goal of 
the first half on 32 minutes. 

The students broke Bole-
skine’s resistance in the second 
half though as Scott Murray on 
46 minutes and Willie Hunter a 
couple of minutes later made it 
3-0. 

Player/manager Jamie Beaton 
made it 4-0 on 52 minutes and 
Stuart Cameron added a fifth 
on 65 minutes. 

The Aberdeen side has just 
one remaining home match and 
three away fixtures and they 
are hot favourites for the title.  

Glengarry W/O v 
Kilmallie 
Glengarry were awarded a 
walk-over when the Kilmallie 
second team were unable to 
raise a team for their meeting 
at Craigard.

Glengarry stay in fifth place 
in the league whilst Kilmallie 
stay sixth. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 
Oban Lorn 0 
Tayforth 4 
Four second half goals gave 
Tayforth a 4-0 win over Oban 
Lorn at Ganavan. 

Oban Lorn’s Calum MacLean 
started a two-match ban.

Ewan Menzies got Tayforth 
on their way when he scored a 
minute into the second half. 

An Orsten Gardiner brace 
on 64 and 75 minutes made it 
3-0 with Finlay Stark adding a 
fourth five minutes from time.  

Bute 2 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
The Bute second team and the 
Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team shared the points in a 2-2 
draw at the Meadows.

Neil McKirdy and Arran 
Dunn netted for Bute, with 
Angus MacInnes and Lewis 
Miller on target for GMA. 

Kilmory W/O v 
Aberdour
Kilmory were awarded the 
points when the Aberdour 
reserves were unable to raise 
a team for their meeting at 
MacRae Park. 

Kilmory stay ahead of Tay-
forth at the top of the table on 
goal difference with both sides 
having four games remaining 
including a meeting at MacRae 
Park. 

The Scotland Under 17 team after beating Dublin.

Two out of two for Scotland Under 17s 
on Marine Harvest Ireland tour

visiting defence and gave the 
keeper no chance for his side’s 
first goal. Cameron Sutherland 
saved in the air with his caman 
from a Ross Connolly shot from 
distance; a stop which earned 
gasps of admiration from the 
home bench. 

Scotland seemed to have 
weathered the storm and good 
play from Daniel MacVicar and 
Robbie Brindle forced a free 
which Iain Robinson put over 
the bar to add two more points 
to the Scotland tally.  

A brilliant save from Kilken-
ny keeper Gavin Grant kept 
out a Sandy Elrick shot which 
has heading for the goalie’s top 
right corner of the net. Daniel 
MacVicar shot goalwards from 
the rebound though and Neil 
Brindle forced the ball over the 
line to make it Kilkenny (1-2) 
5-15 (3-6) Scotland.

Kilkenny’s Evan Shefflin sent 
another ball over the bar for 
another point before the same 
player crashed a shot into the 
side-netting. 

With five minutes remaining, 
Kilkenny’s Bill Delahunty 
scored his side’s second goal 
with a low shot which flew off 
the surface into the net. 

Kilkenny took encourage-
ment and when Ross Connolly 
sent a high ball into the goal 
area. Daithi Barron looked 
sure to score but for a vital 
intervention from John Gillies 
and the chance was gone. 

The referee’s final whistle 
confirmed the final score as 
Kilkenny U17 (2-3) 9-15 (3-6) 
Scotland U17.

The following day, the play-
ers enjoyed a tour of Croke 
Park before making the short 
journey to Parnell Park for the 
Marine Harvest 2016 Ireland 
Tour clash with Dublin U17.

Dublin U17 13 (2-7)
Scotland U17 16 (3-7)
Just like the previous evening, 
the Scots had to work hard for 
their second win of the tour. 

Scotland found the back of 
the net early in the game again. 

The Scots attacked and took 
an early lead when, with keeper 
Josh Rooney out of goal, a 
Daniel MacVicar shot was 
cleared off the line by a Dublin 
defender but Lewis Montgom-
ery drove the ball into the net 
from the right side to give the 
visitors a 3-0 lead. 

Shortly after, Lewis Mont-
gomery took the chance to 
drive the ball over the bar from 
open play to add another point 
to the Scots’ tally. 

A tremendous dead-ball from 
Ian Richardson, taken wide 
on the Scotland left, sailed be-
tween the posts to make it 6-0. 

It got even better for Scotland 
when Iain Robinson turned a 
Daniel MacVicar cross from 
the left into the net to make it 
9-0. 

Jason Byrne scored a cou-
ple of single points to open 
Dublin’s account. First, Byrne 

sent the ball over the ball after 
a clash in midfield and then 
notched another point from 
wide on the right to make it 9-2.  

It wasn’t long before Scotland 
added to their advantage as 
Dublin keeper Josh Rooney 
was penalised for a challenge 
out of his goal. Iain Robinson 
sent the free over the bar to 
make it 11-2.

A Cain Derwin point made 
it 11-3 but when Danny Kelly 
broke up a home attack and 
sent the ball forward, the 
‘Dubs’ couldn’t clear their lines 
and Daniel MacVicar found the 
back of the net to make it 14-4.

Dublin were coming more 
into the game though and 
Cian Derwin twice sent dead 
balls over the bar - the latter 
effort from wide on the right 
with Scotland goalie Cameron 
Sutherland getting a touch on 
the ball to stop it going under 
the bar - to make it 14-7 in 
Scotland’s favour at half time. 

Dublin made a positive start 
to the second half. Cian Derwin 
got onto a Cormac Quinn ball 
in the danger area and lifted 
the ball into the net to make it 
14-10.

Dublin’s Jason Byrne put a 
free wide before John Gillies 
played the ball up the Scotland 
left to Sandy Elrick and drew 
a foul. Iain Robinson put the 
resultant free over the ball to 
make it 16-10 for what was to 
be the Scots only second half 
score. 

The Dublin fight-back con-
tinued as Cian Derwin lifted a 
free from left of centre before 
blasting the dropping ball low 
into the net to make it 16-13.    

Scotland captain Calum 
Grant did well to break up a 
couple of Dublin attacks, espe-
cially a dangerous Cian Derwin 
ball into the heart of the 
defence, as the hosts pressed to 
draw level. 

Scotland had a chance to 
increase their lead when Josh 
Rooney was penalised for a 
kick inside the ‘D’. However 
with the keeper and two de-
fenders on the line, Robinson 
didn’t catch the spot-hit as he 
would have liked and his low 
effort was blocked. 

Scotland managed to see out 
the closing minutes to secure a 
memorable win. 

Scotland U17 squad: Camer-
on Sutherland (Ballachulish); 
Andrew Morrison (Beauly), 
Calum Grant (Kingussie); 
Jonnie MacAskill, (Kin-
lochshiel), John Gillies (Skye 
Camanachd), Ross MacMillan 
(Oban Camanachd); Iain Rich-
ardson (Newtonmore), Danny 
Kelly (Lovat), Innes Blackhall 
(Kilmallie); James Falconer 
(Kingussie), Lewis Mont-
gomery (Inveraray); Fraser 
Watt (Inveraray), Iain Rob-
inson (Newtonmore); Daniel 
MacVicar (Oban Camanachd); 
subs Scott MacKenzie (Lovat), 
Sandy Elrick (Beauly), Robbie 
Brindle (Beauly)

Saurday August 13
Camanachd Cup
semi fi nal
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore 
Deek Cameron
at Bught Park, Inverness.
Throw up 4pm

Strathdearn Cup
semi fi nals 
Lochcarron v Skye  
Scott McNeil
Glenurquhart v Kingussie  
Willie MacDonald

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kyles Ath v Oban Camanachd 
Graham Cameron
Skye v Lochaber  
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly v Caberfeidh   
Innes Wood - 3pm  
Glasgow MA v Inverness  
David Mitchell
Kilmallie v Inveraray  
John Angus Gillies - noon

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Lovat   
Andy Maclean - noon 
Newtonmore v Fort William 
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray  v Oban Celtic  
Lachie Wood 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Caberfeidh  
John Matheson
Inverness v Lochaber  
Brian MacKay - noon
Kilmallie v Lewis   
John Wood - 2pm
Strathspey v Aberdeen Uni 
Iain Kennedy

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon vAberdour  
Robert Baxter 
Tayforth v Glasgow MA 
Ross Brown

Throw ups 2pm unless stated. 

THE CAMANACHD Referees Association will holding its 
annual general meeting on Sunday August 14 at 1.30pm in 
the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William. 
 This is an open meeting with all interested parties welcome 
to attend.
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Sport
Oban Lorne                       21
Garioch                               7
Pre-season match

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 11, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.28 1.9 11.02 3.0 17.31 1.8 23.03 3.0
Fri 06.34 2.0 12.49 2.9 18.33 1.9  **.**  *.*
Sat 01.02 2.9 07.50 1.9 14.26 3.0 19.42 1.9
Sun 02.42 3.0 09.06 1.7 15.22 3.2 20.55 1.7
Mon 03.39 3.2 09.59 1.5 16.06 3.4 21.59 1.5
Tues 03.50 1.5 09.22 3.3 15.52 1.4 21.29 3.3
Wed 04.23 3.4 10.39 1.2 16.46 3.7 22.48 1.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

18

16

14

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 15°C to 15ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 16ºC.

Animal ‘magic’ lifts top trophy at 
yachting week
THE TOP trophy at this year’s 
West Highland Yachting 
Week (WHYW) was lifted by 
Rhu-based Jack Aitken on his 
family’s First 36.7 Animal.  With 
a score of 11 points counting 
three firsts and four second 
places, the Aitkens won Class 
1 and were awarded the Peter 
Cocks Memorial Trophy for the 
best overall performance in the 
series.

Owned by Jack’s parents Kevin 
and Debbie Aitken and now in 
a third season of campaigning, 
Animal has been a highly 
successful boat winning many 
major Scottish regattas. 

And having competed in six 
WHYW events, always with the 
family, Jack (19) is no stranger 
to being a winning helm. He is 
a world-class dinghy sailor and 
straight after WHYW left to 
compete in the Laser Standard 
under-21 World Championships 
in Germany thereafter heading 
to Croatia for the European 
Championships. 

Father Kevin Aitken said: 
‘Jack was delighted to win both 
the class and the overall trophy. 
He’s been training hard in 
dinghies at Weymouth but loves 
WHYW – it’s the one event we 
can always sail as a family and 
we have competed over the years 
on Duckwall Pooley, then our 
Sigma 33 and the first Animal, 
our Elan 380. We love the event 
and it’s one that all age ranges 
can be really involved in with 
great racing.’

The Aitken’s other son Finn, 
14, was also aboard on foredeck 
with mum Debbie on sail trim 
as well as regular crew Dean. 
Oban’s Joe Penhall-Smith 
also crewed for the week, with 
locals James Chapman and Sean 
Jamieson aboard for part of the 
regatta. 

Animal finished the series just 
one point clear of Allan Jeffrey 
and Paul Scutt’s Carmen II, an 
identical First 36.7 with whom 
they have close rivalry. Despite 
breaking their carbon pole on 
the Sunday Craobh race the 
team recovered well and sailed 

a flawless regatta with Jack 
particularly pleased with the 
double race win on Thursday off 
Tobermory. 

Special Trophies
Local boats also had an excel-

lent regatta winning some of the 
‘special’ trophies.

Beppo Buchanan-Smith’s 
Enigma recorded the fastest 
passage time from Craobh to 
Oban to lift the MacBrayne 
Centenary Challenge Cup.  The 
Fyfe family from Lochaber, 
members of Glencoe Boat Club, 
won Class 8 and lifted the Oban 
Bicentenary Cup for the best 

Cultra took the silverware in the 
Tobermory to Oban race lifting 
the British Waterways Trophy 
and also winning Class 5. The 
Bradshaws on their Sigma 33 
Busy Beaver were awarded the 
family trophy whilst the Endeav-
our cup was given to Malcolm 
MacGregor for his sterling work 
as Principal Race Officer over 
the last 15 years. 

Breeze back for Firth of 
Lorn races

After the light winds of Mon-
day the breeze was back for rac-
ing on Tuesday. The Argyll Fleet 
followed an inshore course to 
the south of the Firth of Lorne 
whilst Tunnock’s spinnaker fleet 
completed two Olympic course 
races set by Race Officer Mal-
colm MacGregor.

To the wire sailing was enjoyed 
by both fleets with gusts of 
20 knots making for exciting 
spinnaker gybes. Rivals John 
Corson, Stuart Hamilton and 
Craig Anderson fought neck 
and neck on their Moody 336s 
giving close one-design racing 
in Class 7. The Corson team won 
by a minute on corrected time 
in the first race and Hamilton 
edged out Anderson by 1 second 
for second place.  Race 2 saw 
Hamilton take the win by 1 sec-
ond from Corson’s Salamander 
XXII  with Anderson’s Cool 
Bandit 2 third.

Oban boat Shadowfax, last 
year’s class and overall series 
winner, returned to form with 
close racing alongside Sea-Pie of 
Cultra posting a first and second 
respectively.  David Cooper’s 
Suilven also pulled out all the 
stops to take the win from Sorr 
of Appin in white sail Class 6. 
And Class 8 saw the Nicholson 
35 Jane Waterman was loving 
the breeze and lifted the class 
win from the Popcorn. Oban’s 
Lucy Downie with her GK 24 
Zebedee showed form second 
time round in Class 7 pushing 
Popcorn into second place 
again. 

Kites up for GaelForce 
Tobermory passage

The Tunnock’s spinnaker fleet 

flew kites from the start off 
Oban on the GaelForce Marine 
Equipment-sponsored race to 
Tobermory. It was a close call on 
handling until through Lismore 
Light. The leading boats held 
the breeze in a repeat of last 
year’s race with holes appearing 
for the remainder of the fleet 
to contend. A shortened course 
at Fuinary saw Oystercatcher 
sail away with Class 8 and fleet 
honours for the best corrected 
time on passage. Battling Oys-
tercatcher in the race and series, 
Angus Fyfe of Glencoe Boat 
Club finished second with Lucy 
Downie’s GK 24 from Oban 
third. 

Surfi ng conditions for 
Argyll and Tunnock’s fl eet
Racing took place off Tober-

mory on Olympic courses for the 
Tunnock’s spinnaker fleet, with 
a fresh north westerly breeze 
producing some rolling surfing 
conditions. The second part 
of the white sail Argyll fleet’s 
inshore course benefited from a  
calmer seas.  

Jack Aitken helming the First 
36.7 Animal tamed longstand-
ing rivals and past winners Scutt 
and Jeffries in Carmen II post-
ing two firsts and giving them 
a three-point lead going in to 
the last day on Friday. Carmen 
II had to be content with two 
seconds. 

Strong fl eet fi nish on
fi nal day

Good winds and a favourable 
tide saw a strong fleet finish 
on the final day’s racing from 
Tobermory to Oban sponsored 
by Thomas Tunnock Ltd and 
concluded the points series for 
the regatta. Working the tidal 
conditions and windshifts on the 
long beat to a shortened course 
off Lismore Light saw best 
results. Carmen II won the final 
race but finished second overall 
in class to an impressive racing 
performance from Animal. 

Previous class winner Sunrise 
of the Chalmers family battled 
Class 2 to the end pushing Da-
mon Lindsay’s Dufour 40 Ionara 
in second overall.

In Class 4 Valhalla of Ashton 
and the Sigma 33 of Mark Brad-
shaw were locked till the final 
day, with Bradshaw winning the 
class by one point. In Class 5, one 
of the most fiercely contested, 
Oban Sailing Club’s Shadowfax, 
had to be content with second in 

class to Sea-Pie of Cultra, the 
Sigma 33 of Jeremy Coleman 
far travelled from the Isle of 
Man. Vaila, the BB10 of Peter 
Watt, sailing with locals David 
Cooper and Ryan MacIntyre, 
posted a third overall in class 
heralding a successful return to 
WHYW after 11 years absence! 
Boyd Tunnock CBE had two 
firsts during the week finishing 
fifth overall in class. Graham 
Anderson’s Lucky Ned Pepper 
and Adrian Laycock’s Prime 
Cut were sixth and seventh. 

Gordon Callander’s Rustler 36 
Reever won Argyll Fleet Class 
6 with Brian Wiseman’s Sorr of 
Appin just one point behind and 
David Cooper’s Suilven in third 
having posted two wins during 
the week.  Class 7 saw the Moody 
336s vying all week for podium 
positions. John Corson’s Sala-
mander XXII lifted the trophy 
for the final race but after miss-
ing day’s racing round the cans 
off Tobermory, dropped back to 
let Craig Anderson’s Cool Ban-
dit win from Stuart Hamilton’s 
Piecemaker. And in Class 8 Jane 
Waterman, the Nicholson 35 of 
Andrew Wallace from Plymouth 
took the win on the last day 
from Murray Caldwell’s Oyster-
catcher. However Popcorn, who 
finished third, had done enough 
to lift the points series with 12 
points. 

The final prize-giving was held 
at Dunstaffnage Marina cour-
tesy of the management with a 
free barbecue enjoyed by all. 

Points Series Results
Class 1 - 1 Animal; 2 Carmen II; 3 Sea Reiver.
Class 2 - 1 Sunrise; 2 Ionara;  3 Spirit of May.
Class 4 - 1 Busy Beaver; 2 Valhalla of Ashton; 3 Sigmatic. 
Class 5 - 1 Sea-Pie of Cultra; 2 Shadowfax; 3 Vaila. 
Class 6 - 1 Reever; 2 Sorr of Appin; 3 Suilven.
Class 7 - 1 Cool Bandit; 2 2 Piecemaker; 3 Ce Na Ri.
Class 8 - 1 Popcorn; 2 Oystercatcher; 3 Jane Waterman.

Special Trophy Results
MacBrayne Centenary Challenge - Enigma
Angus Meldrum Trophy Oban to Tobermory and Iona Shop
Trophy - Oystercatcher 
British Waterways Trophy: Tobermory to Oban - Sea-Pie of 
Cultra
Oban Bicentenary Trophy: Craobh to Oban - Popcorn
Endeavour Trophy - Race Officer Malcolm MacMillan
John G Maxwell Trophy - Hot Toddy
West Highland Week Family Trophy - Busy Beaver
Peter Cocks Memorial Trophy - Animal
Full results on www.whyw.co.uk
www.facebook.com/WestHighlandYachtingWeek

The Endeavour Cup was award-
ed to Malcolm MacGregor for 

his work as principal race
o�  cer over the last 15 years. 

Lucy Downie’s Zebedee from Oban Sailing Club.

time from Craobh to Oban. 
Looking pristine, the for-

ty-year old Popcorn has been 
lovingly restored and is now 
sailed by Angus, son of the 
original owner who formerly 
raced her so successfully on the 
Clyde. Hot Toddy took the John 
G Maxwell trophy for the best 
yacht in Class 8.

Murray Caldwell’s Oyster-
catcher from Cove won the best 
passage on corrected time from 
Oban to Tobermory with the 
Angus Meldrum Trophy and 
The Iona Shop Trophy for the 
best time over the three passage 
races.

Isle of Man yacht Sea-Pie of 

Animal skippered by Jack 
Aiken took the major honours 

during another successful 
West Highland Yachting 

Week.

The Rhu-based First 36.7 Animal won Class 1 and the Peter Cocks 
Memorial Trophy for the best overall performance in the series.

Photos: Graeme Cowan. Report Alison Chadwick

Joint Regatta Committee 
chairman Andy Knox said: ‘It’s 
been one of the best WHYW 
regattas ever with great sailing 
each day and much enjoyment 
on the social scene at night. We 
look forward to next year – the 
70th anniversary of the event 
– don’t miss it from July 29 to 
August 4, 2017.’

West Highland Yachting Week 
is sponsored and supported by 
Tunnock’s, Argyll and Bute 
Council, MalinWaters, Tober-
mory Harbour Association, 
Owen Sails, Gaelforce Marine 
Equipment, Dunstaffnage Ma-
rina and West Coast Motors.

OBAN Lorne played their first 
pre-season fixture last Saturday 
taking part in a scrappy win 
over Caledonia Division 2 side 
Garioch RFC.

The Green Machine fielded 
some new faces in the starting 
lineup, including Frenchman 
Rudolphe Bertrand at stand off  
and Italian Alessandro Franzo 
at inside centre.

Oban were missing some key 
players for the match, with 
Coach Corrie Louw and second 
row Lorne MacLachlan out due 
to injury, while Dave McCabe, 
Jack Baxter, Cameron Smith 
and Struan Smith missed out 
due to work commitments.

Garioch were to provide a 
tough test for Oban Lorne as the 
visitors were coached by former 
Glasgow Warrior professional 
player Stuart Corsar. The Cale-
donia Division 2 side are looking 
for a promotion chasing season 
in their league this season.

Referee Willie Malone sig-
nalled the start of the first of 
four 20-minute periods of play 
that would give the opposing 
coaches more of a chance to 
reflect and make changes on the 
match as it progressed.

Garioch made a strong start to 
the match and found themselves 
camped in the Oban 22 for the 
first 10 minutes of the game. 
Oban were without use of their 
usual dominant scrum, with the 
scrummages being uncontested 
due to the visitors not having 
sufficient front row numbers.

Oban eventually cleared and 
gained some promising posses-
sion near the tryline. A series of 
short plays around the base of 
the ruck resulted in no 8 Daniel 
Broderick going over from close 
range for the first try of the 
afternoon. This was converted 
by scrum half Finlay Carmichael 
for a 7-0 Oban lead.

The home side took confidence 
from this and again gained some 
good field position with a clever 
kick from Stand Off Bertrand.  
Oban stole the ball at the re-
sulting lineout and scored the 
second try of the afternoon. A 
second Carmichael conversion 
extended the score to 14-0 be-
fore the end of the first quarter.

Both sides played out an un-
eventful second 20 minutes to 
the game with each team failing 
to create any notable attacking 
phases of play. 

Garioch hit back into the 
second half with their only try 
of the game. Oban regained 
a 14 point lead in the last 10 
minutes thanks to prop Tommy 
Sutherland scoring a trademark 
try from two metres out to make 
the fnal score 21-7

This Saturday both Oban 
Lorne and Argyll and Bute trav-
el to Dundee to take on Harris 
Academy and Panmure.

Oban Lorne open their league 
campaign on Saturday August 
27 at home to East Kilbride.

Scrappy win 
for Green
Machine
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A NEW McColls store in Caol 
wants to change its licence.

McColls hopes Highland 
Council’s licensing board will 
extend the time it can sell 
alcohol from 8pm to 10pm.

Formally KK Cameron, the 
shop currently operates from 
10am to 10pm throughout the 
week, but new owners want 
to open from 6am to 11pm 
Monday to Sunday. Currently 
the capacity to display alcohol 
in the shop is just over seven 
square metres, but McColls 
wants this to be increased to 
16 square metres.

A SUPERMARKET in Fort 
William plans to boost its 
bakery if an application is 
accepted.

Lidl UK has applied to add 
67 square metres to its store 
on Camanachd Crescent as 
part of a refurbishment plan 
which would see an increase 
to the sta�  room, updated 
decor and a new bakery.

COMMUNITY councils in Loch-
aber will be formally dissolved 
if new members aren’t recruit-
ed before November.

Ardgour, Laggan and Mallaig 
community councils have 
failed to reform since last 
year’s election. 

Following resignations, 
Acharacle and Fort William 
community councils are also 
below half their membership.

A PLAN for a community land buyout in 
Lochaber is not a ‘conservation project’ 
but a bid to ‘ensure resources of the local 
area are controlled by local people’.

This was part of the message delivered 
by directors at a meeting regarding the 
East Laggan and Lochaber Community 
Trust’s (ELLCT) proposal to buy the 
120,000 acre site currently owned by 
Rio Tinto Alcan. 

The discussion, in Duncansburgh 
church hall, Fort William, on Monday 
was the first in a series of meetings 
designed to offer clarity on the process, 
share developments and drum up sup-
port from the 11,000 people who live in 
the relevant areas.

At the meeting it was revealed there 
is currently around 700 ordinary mem-

bers, 80 associate members – those 
living outwith the catchment – and six 
junior members of ELLCT who are 
aged between 12 and 15. The trust say 
they would like to have at least 1,000 
ordinary members to show local people 
are convinced with the idea and back it. 

The movement echoes similar efforts 
on Knoydart and South Uist, and while 
interest being expressed from the islands 
is also appreciated, the trust is bound by 
rules which mean 75 per cent of mem-
bership should be from those within the 
catchment area. 

During the meeting, the estate was a 
described as a ‘sleeping giant’ by mem-
bers of the community who agreed the 
buyout was a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity. In reply to a question about the 

cost of membership, directors explained 
members would only have to pay a max-
imum of £1 if the trust was wound up. 

ELLCT says working groups might 
need to be created and it hopes peo-
ple with expertise in areas such as 
renewable energy, farming, fishing and 
biodiversity will come forward and share 
their knowledge.

Further meetings are planned to take 
place next week and the trust hopes to 
have more information regarding fund-
ing by the end of the month. 

The meetings are scheduled as follows: 
Monday (August 15) in the Braxi Hall 
Inverlochy; Tuesday August 16 at Roy 
Bridge Memorial Hall and Thursday 
August 18 in Onich Village Hall, Nether 
Lochaber. All meetings will start at 7pm.

SCOTRAIL operational direc-
tor Perry Ramsey has revealed 
to The Oban Times ‘the West 
Highland line will now return to 
normality’ after planned strikes 
were called off.

Rail, Maritime and Transport 
(RMT) industrial action was 
cancelled last week (August 3) to 
allow for further talks between 
union bosses and ScotRail.

Following numerous custom-
ers complaints, Mr Ramsey 
said there were various reasons 
for the problems on the West 
Highland line, with the RMT 
strike the main issue. 

He said: ‘There is not a staffing 
issue at ScotRail but the strike 
has had a big impact on us.’

Mr Ramsey said: ‘The strike 
put us in a difficult position, but 
now we don’t have that hanging 
over us, our staff availability 
should increase.’

Talking about recent cancel-
lations, often a result of staff 
shortages, Mr Ramsey said: ‘A 
member of staff can call in sick 
up to an hour before a shift. The 
first thing we do is look to see if 
we can get cover but, unfortu-
nately, when we can’t the train 
has to be cancelled. We try to 
notify customers of cancellations 
as soon as we become aware of 
it. We put information up on the 
website as soon as possible and 
update our journey planner and 
the app.  We would then try to 
get replacement transport, such 
as a bus. Where we know part of 
the journey is to be by bus, we 
would inform customers of that.’

Last week, Highlands and 
Islands Labour MSP Rhoda 
Grant took ScotRail to task for 

LAURA SMITH from 
Cairnie, Aberdeenshire, won 
the Hugh Gillies Trophy for 
best all-round dancer in the 
16 and over category at Isle of 
Skye Highland Games. 

Thousands of locals and 
tourists enjoyed the games in 
Portee last Wednesday. 

Allan Stewart, secretary 
of the organising committee 
said: ‘After a wet start to the 
day a large crowd enjoyed the 
games.’

Laura won all but two 
of the events in her age 
category – Highland Fling, 
Seann Triubhas, Reels and 
Hornpipe – and came second 
in the Gillie Callum and Irish 
Jigs which were won by Darra 
Wood from Tain.

Molly Smith, also from 
Cairnie, won all the compe-
titions in the 15 and under 
category. She received the 
Woodman Family Trophy 
for being the best overall in 
her age group as well as the 
Rosemary and Alex McGuire 
Challenge Trophy for the best 
overall Highland dancer.

Isla McKenzie of Fearn won 
all the competitions in the 
13 and under age category, 
except for the Gillie Callum 
and Seann Triubhas which 
were won by Scout Knight of 
Huntly.

Isla won the Caledonian 
MacBrayne Trophy for the 
best dancer in her age group.

 

West Highland Line ‘back on 
track’ after strikes called off

ScotRail Operations Director 
Perry Ramsey who has spoken 
to The Oban Times about the 

West Highland line. 

the number of train cancella-
tions.

Mrs Grant took up a com-
plaint made by constituent Bob 
Shorter, of Dulnain Bridge, near 
Grantown-on-Spey, who was 
with a party of 10 people due to 
travel on the 9.21pm train from 
Corrour to Tulloch on the West 
Highland Line on May 28.

The railway station is one of 
the most remote stations in the 
UK, at an isolated location on 
Rannoch Moor, and cannot be 
accessed by public roads. 

Mr Shorter was left stranded 
following the cancellation and 
claimed there was no warning on 
train websites. ‘Our hill walking 
group had planned to walk into 
Corrour by various routes, meet 
up at the restaurant and then 
take the train out to Tulloch. 
Two caught an early train in and 
were then told the evening train 
was cancelled. They shortened 

their walk and took an earlier 
train back to Tulloch.’ 

They alerted as many of the  
others as they could and people 
walked elsewhere. 

He continued: ‘Two of us 
had set off and could not be 
contacted. One of our members 
managed to contact the estate 
who kindly released the gate 
code and my wife drove in the 16 
miles to meet us.’ 

Mrs Grant has said: ‘To return 
to the remote station to find 
no train and no alternative 
transport provided is just unac-
ceptable and poses safety risks.

Mrs Grant subsequently 
discovered that six trains due 
to stop at Corrour had been 
cancelled in full and one more 
in part in the three months from 
March 10 to June 10 this year.

Phil Verster, managing direc-
tor of Scotrail, in a letter to Mrs 
Grant, admitted there had been 
16 times when trains were can-
celled or altered on the line to 
and from Mallaig from the start 
of the year due to staff short-
ages, train faults, exceptional 
weather conditions, including 
flooding, and the failure of the 
swing bridge at Banavie.

Mr Verster said on the day the 
train Mr Shorter was meant to 
get was cancelled due to train 
crew shortages across the net-
work.

Mrs Grant also said: ‘I am also 
concerned that cancellations 
due to what is called ‘shortages 
across the network’ mean that 
the Highland region is suffering 
due to lack of staff elsewhere.’

But operation director, Mr 
Ramsey, responded to this claim 
saying: ‘I can categorically say 
this would not effect the West 
Highland. It is a self sufficient 
line.’

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Laura Smith of Cairnie won the Hugh Gillies Trophy for best 
all-round dancer aged 16 years and over. Photo by Brian Smith, 
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It’s amazing 
what 
children can 
learn in only 
four days ”

Ann-Marie MacRae
Feis committe member

LOCHABER Police are ap-
pealing for anyone with in-
formation on the following 
incidents to come forward:

Between 2pm and 7pm on 
Wednesday August 3, a red 
Audi car was damaged in 
Fassfern Road, Fort William. 
Between Friday July 29 and 
Sunday July 31, wooden 
panelling on the putting 
shed in The Parade, Fort 
William High Street, was 
damaged. 

Anyone with information 
can call police on 101.

THE NAMES for two sea eagles said 
to ‘symbolise the future’ of a Lochaber 
forest have been decided by a public vote.

Saorsa and Dòchas, Gaelic for Freedom 
and Hope, are the latest additions to the 
Arkaig Forest.  The chicks hatched in the 
middle of a £4.5 million appeal to buy 
and restore the forest which is being sold 
by Forestry Commission Scotland under 
the National Forest Land Scheme.

Once extinct in the UK, sea eagles, also 
known as white-tailed eagles, have been 
reintroduced and are breeding again in 
Scotland. The young birds are believed to 
be the grandchildren of Skye and Frisa – 
the sea eagle pair on Mull which captured 

viewers’ hearts in the earliest series of the 
BBC’s Springwatch programme.

Nominations for names were taken 
through Woodland Trust’s social media 
channels #ArkaigEagles on twitter, 
facebook and instagram.  Online voting 
produced a final list from which the 
Arkaig community chose the winning 
names: Haggis and Neeps, Thistle and 
Whisky, Saorsa and Dòchas, and Birdy 
and Beaky McBirdface.

Woodland Trust Scotland is partnering 
with Arkaig Community Forest – a small 
group of local residents who share ambi-
tious plans for the 2,500 acre site, which 
needs upgraded. Gary Servant of Arkaig 

Community Forest said: ‘These chicks 
are a symbol of the forest’s future. We 
hope that by this time next year they will 
be soaring over a landscape where eco-
logical and economic regeneration is well 
under way. We have a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to secure the future of this 
amazing place.’

The fundraising campaign to secure 
the future of Loch Arkaig Forest aims 
to reach the required total before the 
end of the year. A trust spokesman told 
The Oban Times: ‘It is still early days but 
we are confident the money is coming 
in. We hope to be able to make a fund 
announcement by the end of August.’

ISLE of Skye Highland Games, which took place on The 
Lump in Portree last Wednesday, attracted a crowd of 
thousands.

Despite a wet start to the day, committee secretary Allan 
Stewart said: ‘The weather didn’t hamper the enthusiasm 
and the people that did come were prepared for the weather. 
There was a crowd approaching 4,000 through the gate, 
which is a few hundred more than we normally get.’

Isle of Skye Pipe Band played during the day and there 
were competitions in Highland Dancing, heavy field events, 
athletics, piping and sailing. The number of competitors 
was very good, with the 10-strong open heavy field events 
line-up including entrants from Poland, Austria, the US and 
Canada. There were almost as many in the local competi-
tions. In athletics, there were competitors from France and 
Austria, and even as far away as South Africa.

Martin Munsie of Bernisdale won the trophy for best 
local competitor in the heavy events, while Scot Rider from 
London won in the open competition. In athletics, Ewan 
Bradley of Staffin won trophies for best local jumper, first in 
the local eight-lap race and best overall local athlete.

Uig youngster Ryan Dunkel won the children’s two-lap 
race, retaining his title from last year. Stuart Liddell of 
Inveraray took home five trophies for piping including one 
for the best all round open piper.

FÈIS Lochaber has enjoyed 
one of its ‘best years ever’ with 
more than 120 children enjoying 
events every day.

Classes in accordion, Gaelic 
song, chanter and step dance 
were just some of the highlights 
for youngsters aged up to 18. 

The week-long fèis, in the 
Gaelic school in Caol, got under 
way on Monday August 1.

Baby sessions were available 
for the first time this year. 
Running for an hour in the 
afternoon, organisers said they 
were a big success.

Fèis committee member 
Ann-Marie MacRae told The 
Oban Times: ‘We have had a 
very positive response this year, 
especially to the baby classes. 
Previously the fèis was only for 
nursery children and older. We 
had around 11 babies a day.’

This was also the first time 
the fèis had been held in the 
summer, with other years being 
held in April. Ms MacRae said 
the change in the timing of the 
event had made a ‘huge differ-
ence to numbers which were way 

TIMESLINE

FIFTY cyclists will take part in 
the Isle of Lewis’ � rst Harris 
Tweed bike ride on August 13 
to celebrate ‘one of Scotland’s 
most famous exports’ and 
raise money for Action for 
Children.

Part of the Harris Tweed 
festival day, the riders will be 
wearing tweed hand woven by 
fellow islands across the Outer 
Hebrides.

THE CENTENARY of the open-
ing of Kinlochleven’s prisoner 
of war camp will be marked 
this Sunday in Kinlochleven 
High School and the Leven 
Centre.

As part of the programme, 
The Three Wee Crows theatre 
group will perform ‘Burning 
Heather, Broken Sons’ at noon.  
An exhibition of photos and 
archives will be on display and 
short plays by Kinlochleven 
youngsters will be performed 
around 3pm. Food and chil-
dren’s activities will also be 
on o� er. The event is free of 
charge but donations would 
be welcome.

Ryan Dunkel of Uig retained his 
race title.

Prisoner or war 
camp centenary 

Car and wooden 
panels damaged 

On their bikes for 
children’s charity

Children from Fèis Lochaber perform in the concert at the Gaelic school, Caol, on Friday afternoon.

Week-long fèis hits all the right 
notes with Lochaber youngsters

up on previous years’. Run by 
a voluntary committee who all 
take time off from their regular 
jobs to help during the week, the 
fèis has encouraged lots of chil-
dren to take up what they have 
learned throughout the week on 
a more permanent basis.

Ms MacRae said: ‘What the 
children can learn in a week is 
just amazing. The teenagers this 
year thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves. Some of them who had 
never played fiddle before have 
now taken up weekly lessons. A 
lot of people want to continue 
learning.’

Her own daughter, 18, who has 

been attending Fèis Lochaber 
since she was five, taught classes 
for the first time this year. 

Ms MacRae said: ‘It’s great 
because the tradition has gone 
full circle in a lot of families.’

On Friday August 5, the 
final day of the fèis, there was 
a concert when youngsters who 
had taken part in the fèis got to 
perform what they had learned.

Ms MacRae said: ‘It’s amazing 
what children can learn in only 
four days – such a short space of 
time.’

Fèis Lochabair Cèilidh Trail 
held a ceilidh on Friday night to 
help raise funds for Mòd 2017.

Made up of 16-18-year-olds 
from all over Lochaber, the 
seven-piece band played some 
tunes for everyone attending the 
event in the new Caol communi-
ty centre. 

Ms MacRae, who is also the 
fundraising convener for Mòd 
2017, said: ‘We need to raise 
£10,000 for next year’s Mòd so 
we will be doing lots of fundrais-
ing throughout the year. We are 
well on our way to reaching that 
already, with the help of local 
businesses who have been really 
supportive. 

‘The first of our two big 
fundraising events is a Trail 
West gig on Friday October 28. 
We will have great raffle prizes, 
including a four-night stay in 
Aviemore for four people, worth 
more than £500. The other one 
will be on March 4, 2017, where 
we are having Mànran and two 
support bands playing at the 
Nevis Centre.’ 

Blas Festival will also be hold-
ing a family ceilidh on Saturday 
September 10 in the Gaelic 
school in Fort William when 
all funds raised will go to Fèis 
Lochabair.

Families enjoy  the ceilidh in Caol 
community centre.

Fèis Lochabair Ceilidh Trail band who played at the ceilidh on 
Friday night to raise money for Mòd 2017.

Public picks sea eagle chick names

A large crowd gathered to watch the games. Photographs by Brian Smith, Jasperimage.

Ewan Bradley of Sta�  n won the 
Robertson Memorial Challenge 

Cup for the best all round 
local athlete and the Ronnie 

MacLean Memorial Cup for best 
all round local jumper.

Thousands fl ock to successful Skye Games
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GALEFORCE winds and 
stranded guests failed to spoil 
the family fun at the Small Isles 
Games.

Around 60 people attended the 
2016 games on Eigg last Saturday 
when island revellers, along with 
visitors from Rum, Muck and 
beyond battled it out for the 
inter-island games trophy.

While other events fell victim to 
severe weather warnings over the 
weekend, Maggie Fyffe from the 
Eigg Heritage Trust said she and 
her fellow attendees refused to 
let the rain ruin the fun, adding: 
‘It was a great day and night – 
and next day, really, as people 
couldn’t leave because there were 
no boats on the Sunday. We kind 
of knew that would be the case 
because of the weather, so well 

A WEDDING party joined in the fun of the 
Knoydart Games which, despite wet weather, 
were hailed a great success.

The event, on Saturday August 6, featured a 
variety of competitions including tug-of-war, an 
assault course, a community bar, tombola and 
stalls.

Jackie Robertson, an Inverie village hall com-
mittee member, told The Oban Times: ‘The day 
was a great success with a fantastic turnout. The 
ferry brought in guests from Mallaig.

‘There was a wedding party on Knoydart too. 
The couple got married on Mallaig and then 
celebrated at the games. 

‘They turned up in a white land rover covered in 
ribbons and bunting.’

In the evening everyone gathered in Inverie vil-
lage hall to enjoy the music of ceilidh band Dosca.
The night was organised by Anna Robertson, 13, 
and Kiera Holroyd, 17. 

The youngsters orchestrated the whole event, 

planning which band would play and sorting their 
accommodation while in Knoydart. Ms Robert-
son said: ‘It was a great learning curve for the 
youngsters and good to see them get involved.’

She added: ‘It was a great community day out, 
with tourists and locals having fun together and a 
couple celebrating their wedding.’

PICK up top tips on reducing 
waste and help out a good 
cause at the same this summer.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) will be show-
casing its smoothie bike and 
sharing top tips on how to 
cut household food waste at 
the Strontian Gala Show on 
Saturday (August 13). 

LEG will be at the event 
from 10am until 4pm and are 
inviting members of the public 
to help out or just enjoy the 
show.

To volunteer call 01397 
700090 or email  info@loch-
aberenviro.org.uk

done to the folk from Muck and 
Rum for still making the effort.’

Each year the event is organised 
by the community of the host 
island who Maggie explained 
put on a spread for the guests, 
who are in return encouraged to 
compete in high jump, long jump, 
races, tossing the caber and other 
activities.

She said: ‘Well, when you’ve got 
food and everything already in 
place you just need to get on with 
it don’t you and think, ‘what’s a 
bit of rain going to do to you?’ 
All the visitors got involved in 
the different events, especially 
the ones with kids.  It’s just 
good fun. It’s not like Highland 
Games material really, it’s good 
proper community fun and about 
getting all the islands together.  

The white land rover that brought in the wedding guests. The community bar at the Knoydart Games. Fun at the Knoydart Games on Saturday.

Wedding guests join in the fun at successful Knoydart Games

TIMESLINE

HIGH levels of shell� sh toxin 
identi� ed in Lewis have 
returned to normal.

Monitoring work, un-
dertaken on behalf on 
Food Standards Scotland, 
identi� ed that toxins levels 
in Loch Leurbost were high 
and issued a warning on July 
13.

The warning against eat-
ing shell� sh from this area 
has now been lifted.

ARMED forces charity SSAFA, 
formerly the Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Families Associ-
ation, is calling on people to 
join its Ben Nevis charity trek.

SSAFA is hoping to raise 
£20,000 for the armed forces 
community and is looking for 
40 Highlanders to take part in 
the three-day event starting 
on Saturday October 15.

For more information on 
how to take part go to www.
ssafa.org.uk

Gala show date 
for waste group

Agency lifts Lewis 
loch shell� sh ban 

Charity’s appeal 
for Ben trekkers  

Everyone agreed ‘sport outshone the weather’ at the games.

Small Isles win 
weather battle   

And Eigg won the shield so that 
was a plus.’

After the outdoor fun, the 
event was rounded off with a 
ceilidh. Maggie said: ‘The ceilidh 
was lovely.  It was a really nice 
family ceilidh with lots of kids 
on the dance floor all night.
We had lovely Gaelic singing by 

Ann Martin from Skye and we 
would have been two musicians 
short because some people 
couldn’t make it but locals 
stepped in and we were able to 
dance the night away.  

‘I’m a wee bit tired after all the 
fun but I guess that’s a sign of a 
good night.’

Everyone was in high spirits at the Small Isles Games.

There was fun for children of all ages.

Argyll College UHI student Lyndsey Collins moved to Oban 
in 2014 with her partner Max to allow him to pursue his 
studies at the Scottish Association for Marine Sciences 
(SAMS UHI). Originally from Glasgow, Lyndsey’s parents 
met at a dance in the Corran Halls while on holiday in Oban 
some years ago, so they were delighted with her move to 
the West Coast. 

Soon after moving to the area, Lyndsey started volun-
teering at Dunbeg Primary School and although she had 
recently completed a BA in Journalism, she quickly realised 
that teaching was her true vocation. 

‘’I initially thought I’d have to leave Oban and move back to 
Glasgow to undertake the Professional Graduate Diploma 
in Education (PGDE), so when I learned that the course was 
available at Argyll College UHI I was delighted,’’ Lyndsey 
said.

 ‘‘Jen McFadyen in the admissions department at the 
college was so supportive and encouraging during the ap-
plication process, giving me all the information I needed, 
and although my initial application was unsuccessful, the 
feedback I received was very positive and constructive, 
and this year I’ve been accepted on to the course. 

“I was told I needed more experience so this year I’ve com-
pleted the HNC Childhood Practice. Doing an HNC almost 
seemed like a backwards step for me, but the course was 
really hands-on and I continued my placement at Dunbeg 
Primary School where all the sta�  were really supportive. 
I’d love to return there during my PGDE placement blocks 
but I’m also looking forward to experiencing other schools 
in the area.’’

When asked about the bene� t of studying in Argyll, Lynd-
sey said: ‘’Obviously the beauty of the area, but also the 
fact that everyone at Argyll College has been so kind and 
supportive – everyone in the centre knew my name within 
just a few days. Clare Campbell, my HNC tutor, made study-
ing here such a positive experience: she was inspirational!’’

‘’I did apply elsewhere for the PGDE but didn’t get the 
same feeling of support, so UHI was de� nitely my � rst 
choice. Studying with Argyll College UHI has been an 
amazing experience overall – I’m really looking forward to 
completing my post-graduate quali� cation here. ’’

To � nd out more about Early Education courses at Argyll 
College UHI contact your local centre or go online to www.
argyllcollege.ac.uk

Learning and Teaching 
in Argyll

Advertorial



Thursday 11 August, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

www.facebook.com/obantimes

like us on facebook  www.facebook.com/obantimes

Make the home ENErGY Improvements 
you need wIth an Interest-free loan 

from the ScottIsh Government* 

%
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Improve your home

* Loans are administered by the Energy Saving Trust. Successful loans are subject to 
administrative fee. Certain measures require a certified installer.

MAN’S best friend has two 
new watering holes to try 
in Lerags Glen and Craobh 
Haven.

The Barn bar, an ex-cattle 
byre, at Cologin, and the Lord 
of the Isles on the Craignish 
peninsula, are vying for the 
title Dog Friendly Bar of the 
Year next week. 

The two Argyll pubs face two 
other finalists – the Ben Nevis 
in Glasgow and the Steading 
in Edinburgh – at the Scottish 
Bar and Pub Awards in the 
Glasgow Hilton Hotel on 
Tuesday August 16, organised 
by DRAM trade magazine. 

Harris islander Mary Macle-
od, who runs The Barn bar, 
said: ‘I have two dogs myself 
and it is very important to let 
dogs in and treat them well. 

‘Dogs are treated the same 
way as customers. Dogs can sit 
in the bar and outside in our 
nice, big beer garden, and we 
make sure they have treats and 
a bowl of water.

‘It’s a country pub so it needs 

to be dog friendly, as most of 
our customers have dogs. If 
they were not allowed it would 
definitely be detrimental to 
our business. Very often we 

recognise a couple by the dog 
first.’

Islay’s Ballygrant Inn is also 
up for Whisky Bar of the Year, 
and the Island Bar of the Year 

is being fought over by Arran’s 
Drift Inn in Lamlash, MacGo-
chans in Tobermory, The Old 
Inn at Carbost, Skye, and the 
Westford Inn on North Uist.

Lerags bar is crossing all paws 
in hope of securing top dog title

Above, Mary Macleod at The Barn with Cilla and Benji and, inside at the bar, Naomi Battison with 
Benji and Al� e, and barmaid Shona Wallace.

TIMESLINE

Fears raised for Oban care home
EADER Glinn, north Argyll’s only 
authority-led nursing and care home, is 
‘on a list’ for ‘discussions’ in regard to its 
future.

The news comes as the newly-formed 
NHS Highland and Argyll and Bute 
Council Integrated Joint Board for 
health and social care (IJB) decided to 
close two identically-run homes on Bute 
and in Dunoon.

Previous attempts by Argyll and Bute 
Council to close Eader Glinn were 
opposed by the community.

According to Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell, the recent closures in 
the south of Argyll held ‘flawed consul-

tations’ and made decisions on stopping 
services at the homes long before the 
process had finished.

Mr Russell has criticised the new-
ly-formed board saying the public has 
lost faith already and will not place its 
trust in the IJB.

He said: ‘Last Tuesday a member of 
[NHS Highland] staff admitted that 
the consultation process announced 
regarding these closures was a sham 
and confirmed that the decision to close 
had been made on June 22 before the 
process was even announced.’

In early July, The Oban Times asked 
for a copy of the minutes of the June 
IJB meeting. The newspaper was told 
minutes would not be available until 
August and was therefore unable to 

verify rumours on the closure decision. 
Mr Russell continued: ‘It is utterly 
unacceptable for an accountable public 
body to behave in this way. Consultation 
does not mean attempting to perpetrate 
a confidence trick on the community by 
using warm words to cover up actions 
which are strongly opposed by those to 
whom the body is accountable.

‘The IJB has got off to a very bad start 
and it bodes very ill for the delivery of 
vital health and community care servic-
es in our area.’

Mr Russell also demanded that the IJB 
‘undertake a review to ensure that your 
governance is radically improved and 
confirm that there will be no repetition 
of such actions’.

An NHS Highland spokesman on 

behalf of the IJB, said in response: ‘The 
partnership is transforming services 
to meet the changing needs of commu-
nities across Argyll and Bute and we 
must also operate within the budget that 
is available.  

‘We are working closely with service 
users, carers, staff and stakeholders 
so that we can continue to provide 
effective, safe, sustainable and patient- 
focused services.’

IJB incoming chairman Councillor 
Kieron Green said: ‘Consultation with 
service users, staff and communities is 
vital if we are to meet the needs of the 
people of Argyll and Bute.

‘I will continue to look carefully at the 
current redesigning of services. I cannot 
alter decisions already made, but it is im-

portant any changes being made reflect 
all the information available. Steps must 
be taken now to ensure the public has 
the opportunity to comment on future 
proposals at the earliest possible stage.

‘Allowing people to receive the care 
they need in their own homes is a key 
priority nationally.

‘However, for some, residential care 
will still be the best option. 

‘In Oban, our staff at Eader Glinn 
care home are doing fantastic work, 
but I would welcome suggestions for 
addressing the shortcomings of the 
existing buildings.’

Should Eader Glinn be closed? Stay 
connected by joining the conversation 
on The Oban Times’ Facebook page.

Reader comment on IJB on page 9

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Pipe 
band 
have a 
point...
IT WAS a great day in Bunes-
san last weekend as, despite 
the weather, the community 
came out in force to support 
and enjoy the delights of the 
annual show.

Mull and Iona Pipe Band 
were in � ne form, o� ering 
� rst-class musical entertain-
ment as well as adding a bit of 
humour to proceedings. 

For a report on the day’s 
events and more photo-
graphs, turn to page 14.

Boost for Oban 
businesses

Fallen tree delays 
Sunday trains

Roadworks

A NEW event to support Argyll 
and Bute’s business community 
and encourage enterprise was 
announced last week. 

Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise has teamed up with Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Business 
Gateway to host the � rst Argyll 
Enterprise Week, in Oban, from 
October 31 to November 4. 

To � nd out more turn to page 
12.

A TREE fell and landed on the 
train tracks between Connel 
Ferry and Oban last Sunday, 
causing three trains to be 
delayed.

Part of the tree became 
stuck under the 8.08am train 
from Edinbrugh to Oban but 
no passengers were injured 
and the tree was cleared.

The obstruction also af-
fected the Glasgow to Oban 
service, with the train being 
held in Taynuilt for approxi-
mately 45 minutes. 

The 12.11pm Oban to Glas-
gow service was also delayed 
as it was held in Oban until 
the track was cleared.

THE A816 between Kintraw 
Farm and Salachery is to close 
each night from Monday Au-
gust 29 to Friday September 2 
for essential maintenance work 
to be carried out.

A diversion will be put in 
place via the A819 Dalmally to 
Inveraray road. 



A CONNEL woman has been 
left distraught after a planning 
mistake led to a house being 
built too close to her property.

Ann Colhart’s 28msq exten-
sion, which has been there for 
14 years, wasn’t included in 
the plans and has resulted in a 
house being built nine metres 
away from her property, when 
guidelines state it must be at 
least 18.

The 71-year-old, who has lived 
in her home for 32 years, first 
became aware of the problem 
as plots three and four of the 
development to expand the 
village progressed.

Mrs Colhart contacted the 
planners at the beginning of 
May and work was halted as a 
solution was sought.

Mrs Colhart said: ‘It’s been 
very stressful and my privacy 
has been invaded. Everyone 
who walks in says that it [the 
nearest house] has to be taken 
down. People from the village 
come up to look at it and say 
this can’t be allowed.

‘We never had neighbour no-
tifications about it and, even if 

we had, I wouldn’t have known 
about distance guidelines.’

Mrs Colhart now avoids being 
in her extension because, when 
she enters, she is forced to look 
at the housing development.

‘It’s so overpowering,’ she 
said. 

‘This was the hub of the house. 
We would have meetings here 
and socialise, but now people 
are all so busy looking at that 
development; they just can’t 

believe or accept it.
‘It could have been very at-

tractive and it gets me in such 
a state. 

‘It should not be allowed. The 
most annoying bit is they keep 
trying to whitewash it and hope 
we will go away.

‘I have told them from the 
start the solution is to take it 
down. Their [the council’s] 
guidelines, which they say they 
enforce firmly, are being ne-

glected. They did not show the 
extension, which has been here 
for 14 years. 

‘If that had been picked up at 
the beginning, we would not be 
sitting here discussing it now.

‘They are both at fault: the 
planners and the developers. 
Part of a solution included 
a wall and a hedge and we 
thought that was another ap-
palling suggestion. 

‘I feel sorry for the people who 
would be moving in.’

A spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘The 
developer obtained planning 
permission in 2014. 

‘In assessing the application, 
a full site assessment was not 
undertaken.

‘We would like to take this 
opportunity to apologise for 
this unfortunate situation and 
for any distress caused.

‘It is not possible to say with 
any certainty whether, had the 
proximity issue been high-
lighted, planning permission 
would have been granted, with 
conditions, or not.

‘The planning permission is 
valid. We accept we have fallen 
short of our own standards, 
as established in our local 

development plan, and we want 
to provide a remedy that is 
acceptable to all parties.

‘Nothing has been decided. A 
number of options are currently 
being considered, with a report 
set to go to the council’s plan-
ning, protective services and 
licensing committee in early 
course.

‘It would not be appropriate to 
go into any details on options at 
this time, given that they have a 
direct impact on third parties.

‘We will be keeping in touch 
with the complainant and the 
developer as this matter pro-
gresses.’

Councillor Kieron Green, for 
Oban and Lorn, said: ‘Having 
visited and seen the properties 
affected, I fully understand the 
concerns that have been raised.

‘It would be helpful if all those 
involved in the decision-making 
process now could also view the 
site first hand to appreciate the 
severe and lasting impact of 
having two houses this close. 

‘I know our planning de-
partment has admitted short-
comings which have led to this 
situation and I hope lessons 
can be learned to avoid this 
happening again.’
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House problem too close 
to home for Connel OAP
DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Mrs Colhart stands in front of the development near her home in 
Connel. 17_t32planning02.

Island hotel hit 
by malware

Public welcome 
to NHS review

POLICE on the isle of Lewis 
are investigating a complaint 
from the owners of an island 
hotel who discovered ma-
licious software hidden  on 
their computer system. 

The software is designed to 
covertly capture data from a 
computer system which can 
then be accessed by a third 
party. This includes remote 
access through email. 

On this occasion the soft-
ware was identi� ed prior to 
any data being accessed. 

Police are advising internet 
users that if they notice any 
unusual activity on their 
computer, they should con-
tact Police Scotland on 101 to 
report it.

NHS HIGHLAND’S annual re-
view  is to be held on Tuesday 
August 16 in Inverness,  with 
the minister for mental health, 
Maureen Watt, in attendance.

The open session will be 
held at Inverness College UHI.

Members of the public can 
attend and ask questions at 
the open session, which starts 
at 2pm.

David Alston, chairman of 
NHS Highland, said: ‘I would 
be delighted if members of the 
public took the opportunity to 
join us for the public session.’

Further details are available-
on the NHS Highland website.

Taynuilt residents divided over 
concerns about wild camping
CAMPERS around Loch 
Etive are causing ‘nuisance, 
rubbish and are breaking all 
the rules’, according to some 
residents, writes Louise Glen.

But others say nothing can be 
done to stop people parking in 
the pier area overnight and the 
village of Taynuilt should be 
working to befriend them.

Over the past few weeks 
people in Taynuilt have seen a 
marked increase in the number 
of camper cans, caravans and 
tents appearing on the loch 
side and the road towards the 
pier.

Resident Margaret McLellan 
said: ‘I thought there was no 
overnight parking permitted 
at the far away pier. For at least 
two nights now there has been 
a couple of caravans parked 
there. The ‘No overnight 
parking’ sign has somehow 
been turned around facing 
toward the river.’

 A person who stopped The 
Oban Times reporter when 
they were on the scene said the 
campers caused: ‘nuisance, 
rubbish and are breaking all 
the rules’. She did not want to 
give her name. 

A statement from Taynuilt 
Community Council said: 
‘Over the last few years 
the number of complaints 
received by Taynuilt 
Community Council (TCC) 

regarding issues surrounding 
those staying overnight in 
the vicinity of Taynuilt Pier 
and the foreshore between 
Taynuilt Pier and Kelly’s Pier 
has risen considerably.

‘Vehicles such as camper 
vans parking on private land 

can only be moved on by 
the police if a complaint is 
received from the landowner 
and the vehicle owner must be 
given days to move the vehicle. 

‘Different officers have 
quoted different timescales 
and camper van owners know 

this. The Scottish Access 
Code gives people the right to 
camp in tents, but only if that 
right is exercised responsibly. 

‘Signs can only give 
instructions or information. 

‘Enforcement, where 
appropriate, is the 
responsibility of other 
authorities who generally 
require complaints to act.

‘Complaints, in the main, 
continue to be made to the 
community council or on 
Facebook. 

‘Occasional responsible use 
by a campervan or campers has 
never been the issue, however, 
it is intimidating for visitors 
and locals when encampments 
are set up with carpets, tables, 
chairs, washing lines and 
generators.

‘The campervans and 
caravan owners in effect claim 
the space for themselves and 
casual visitors and locals 
report moving on as they are 
made to feel uncomfortable.

‘TCC is willing to continue 
to try to address this problem 
but is currently consulting with 
residents to seek concerns and 
views on how to proceed.

‘Constructive input from 
visitors and campervan/
caravan owners is also 
welcome.’

Police say they are aware of 
the issues.

Call for 
inter-island 
service to be 
reinstated 
INTER-ISLAND air services 
are a critical part of Scotland’s 
transport network and must be 
restored, said Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar MP Angus MacNeil.

Mr MacNeil is calling for the 
budget for inter-island flights 
to be returned to the Scottish 
Government to safeguard 
future services for island com-
munities.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has appointed consultants, at 
a cost of more than £10,000, 
to look at whether they should 
reinstate the Stornoway to 
Benbecula air service to five 
days a week, a service which 
was reduced to three days 
because of cost-cutting in 2013.

Mr MacNeil said not only 
should the Stornoway to 
Benbecula service be extended 
from three days to five, but that 
the link between Benbecula 
and Barra should also resume.

He said: ‘Inter-island air 
services are a critical part of 
Scotland’s transport network. 
The comhairle cut this service 
to save money and made no ef-
fort to mitigate this vandalism 
of the transport service. 

‘Those having to travel 
through the islands for hospital 
appointments now face a long 
and disconnected journey 
where bus and ferry services 
do not flow. Because of the 
lack of inter-island flights, on 
some days it is currently faster 
to get to Edinburgh, London or 
Brussels than from one end of 
the Hebrides to the other.’

Mr MacNeil added: ‘Even 
if after spending thousands 
on a consultation flights are 
reinstated, there can be no 
assurance the council will not 
cut them again. 

‘That’s why the service would 
be more secure if the budget 
was returned to the Scottish 
Government.’

HAVE YOUR SAY on the Integrated Joint Board

 
Shirley Nicolson, Lochgilp-
head, knew what the IJB was 
and thought that ‘them being 
together makes less room for a 
loss in communication’.

She said: ‘I’d say the biggest 
issue at the moment is not hav-
ing enough speciality nurses, if 
any.

‘It’s not fair making elderly 
people travel to Glasgow to 
see a speciality nurse. There 
should be more employed 
here, maybe even a clinic.’

 

Fiona Wallace, Lochgilphead, 
said: ‘In principle the idea 
works, but I think in practice it 
is going to take longer and be 
more complex than anticipated.

‘I can honestly say I have had 
no issues, no negative experi-
ences with the current system.’

 

Patricia Watkins from Loch-
gilphead didn’t know about 
the IJB, but thought it was a 
good idea to get folks together.

She said: ‘If they are all under 
one roof they’ll probably be 
able to communicate better.

‘Waiting times are probably 
the biggest issue for me. You 
get good treatment but you 
could book in at the doctor and 
wait 35 minutes before they 
see you. You could be in the 
hospital at 10 and not be seen 
until 11. Just the delays really.

‘I can’t really complain.’

Avril Lockhart from Mid Ar-
gyll didn’t know what the IJB 
was. She said: ‘Hopefully they’ll 
be able to co-ordinate services 
better. Having worked in social 
services, I know what it’s like.

‘Hopefully they’ll be able to 
manage spending budgets 
better if they’re working to-
gether.

‘I’d say the main issue is lack 
of funding. There’s not enough 
services for the people that 
need them.’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THE INTEGRATED Joint Board 
(IJB) of NHS Highland and Argyll 
and Bute Council has come into 

sharp focus this week after it 
made a decision to close down 
two nursing homes in Argyll.

But do people really know 
what it is? Niamh Adams McGilp 

took to the streets of Lochgilp-
head to � nd out if people were 
aware of the changes.

Asking whether people were 
aware of the what the IJB was 

and what they thought of it, 
Niamh also asked people what 
they thought was the biggest 
concern facing health at pres-
ent. This is what they told us.

Concerns have been raised with Taynuilt Community Council 
about people camping at the pier, despite council signs.

FINDING a manager to lead the 
Lorn Arc Project in Oban has be-
come more difficult than anyone 
looking at the £40,000-a-year job 
would have thought.

The vacancy advertised in April 
failed to be filled and Argyll and 
Bute Council is now making a 

second attempt to employ some-
one for the Oban-based role. 

The job includes spending 
more than £18 million of cash on 
various projects throughout the 
area, including developing town 
centre projects and the extension 
to Oban’s North Pier.

Council forced to re-advertise 
for Lorn Arc project manager

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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AN OBAN man who ran away 
from police officers thinking 
they were going to attack him 
was sentenced to three months 
in prison after a trial at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Wednesday 
(August 3).

Mark Pert, 32, c/o HMP Low 
Moss Prison, told Sheriff John 
Herald he thought he was about 
to be attacked by a ‘grey haired 
man’ and ran away because he 
was ‘frightened’.

Giving evidence, Police Con-
stable Paul McMillian said he 
clearly identified himself as a 
police officer and had tried to 
arrest the man before he ran off.

On May 29, constable McMil-
lian and his colleague police 
constable Danny McBeth were 
searching a ‘known drug user’ at 
Colonsay Terrace when the man 
received a text saying ‘2 mins’.

Constable McBeth told the 
court he believed there was a 
‘drug deal going down’ and the 
officers waited with the man 
they had been investigating to 
find out who would arrive.

Pert arrived at the scene and 
after breaking free from officers 
quickly ran off. Pert claimed he 
was not aware the men were 
police officers.

Giving evidence Pert said: ‘I 
was under duress from people 
in the area and it was flight or 
fight. I didn’t know it was a po-
lice officer until I heard him on 
his radio saying he was chasing 
me.

‘People in the town have been 
chasing me, intimidating me and 
have been speaking against me. 
I thought I was being attacked. I 
didn’t realise it was the police.’

Sheriff Herald said there was 
no doubt in his mind Pert had 
ran away from officers and as 
such had intentionally obstruct-
ed police officers in their duties.

BENDERLOCH piper 
Angus MacColl has been 
crowned Overall Masters 
Champion at Glasgow’s 
Piping Live! festival.

Mr MacColl, a crofter 
and piping tutor at Oban 
High School, was competing 
against the best pipers of 
this generation at the annual 
Masters Solo Piping Compe-
tition in the National Piping 
Centre on Monday.

Mr MacColl, a four times 
winner of the Glenfiddich 
Championships, came sec-
ond in both the piobaireachd 
and the march, Strathspey 
and reel categories, follow-
ing Finlay Johnston and Pipe 
Major Gordon Walker re-
spectively.

Afterwards, the gold 
medallist of the Argyllshire 
Gathering and Northern 
Meeting was named overall 
winner of the Masters Solo 
Piping Competition. 

Mr MacColl now qualifies 
for the 43rd Glenfiddich 
Solo Piping Championship at 
Blair Castle on October 29.

He was last year’s overall 
winner, as well as in 1995, 
2006 and 2010.

Now in its 13th year, Piping 
Live! runs until August 14.

Man who 
ran from 
police given 
three months

Angus 
takes top 
piper title

Oban ranked second in 
holiday cost online survey
OBAN has been named as the 
second most expensive holiday 
destination in the UK.

Coming behind the south 
coast town of St Ives, 
cheaprooms.com named Oban 
as having the second highest 
costs for visitor accommoda-
tion.

Cheaprooms used its data-
base to compare lodging rates 
across 30 popular coastal 
areas. 

A spokesman for cheaprooms 
said: ‘To produce the results, 
the average prices for the most 
affordable available double 

room in a hotel or guest house 
during August were consid-
ered.

‘Only residences that are 
within easy reach of a beach 
and have at least three stars 
were taken into account.’

Top of the rankings is St Ives, 
with an average rate of £164 per 
night. Second is Oban (£132), 
while Poole (£128) on the south 
coast of England, comes third.

At the opposite end of the 
spectrum, Blackpool lays claim 
to being the cheapest UK re-
sort, with average rates of just 
£42 per night.

Readers of The Oban Times 
Facebook page were not sur-
prised at the results, but felt 

they painted an unfair picture 
of the town.

Guest house owner Ishbell 
Strachan said: ‘I think this is 
very harsh on bed and break-
fasts who charge a very reason-
able rate for their rooms.

‘I personally at Sgeirmhaol 
charge £65 for a double room 
with en-suite and free internet. 
We are room only and can’t 
keep up with the demand.’

Reader John Kerr said: ‘I have 
always said that Oban house 
and rental prices were far, far 
too expensive compared to the 
rest of the country and was told 
I was wrong. 

‘The stupid thing is that I 
can afford to live and work in 

and around London but not at 
home in Oban.’

Obanite Willie Reid said: 
‘The thing I’ve noticed is the 
increasing number of camper 
vans parking at Atlantis Lei-
sure and Lochavuilin camp-
sites, taking their own food and  
and sundries with them. Maybe 
this report explains why.’

Campbeltown man Robert 
Semple said: ‘ I travel the west 
coast and islands regularly and 
find Oban good value. 

‘I would use the bed and 
breakfasts at the top of the 
town.

‘I don’t think this guide is 
reflective of what you can get. 
A few years ago you could get a 

hotel in Glasgow for £50 a night 
but since the Commonwealth 
Games, double it.’

Willie MacDonald from Oban 
said: ‘The new hotel being built 
might force the hoteliers to 
start charging realistic prices, 
just like Wetherspoons did for 
the pubs.’

And visitor Christine 
Houghton said: ‘We come up  
[to Oban] in early May and 
then in November as we can’t 
afford the summer prices.’

Do you think holiday ac-
commodation in Oban is too 
expensive?

Have you say at www.oban-
times.co.uk and stay connect-
ed.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY is visitor accommodation in Oban too expensive?

Clive James, from Watford, 
came to Oban after seeing 
McCaig’s Tower on television. 

He said: ‘You [people from 
Oban] complain, but it’s ex-
pensive in Watford. The nearer 
you get to London, the more 
expensive it is.’

Mr James paid £35 pppn for his 
accommodation in Fort William. 

Dorothy Henderson, from 
Musselburgh, said: ‘We only 
paid £60; I would not have paid 
that [£132], it’s not worth it.’

Irene Turnball, from Glas-
gow, said: ‘That’s expensive, I 
wouldn’t pay that. We’re paying 
£60 for two. I was in Liverpool 
and stayed close to the airport. 
An overnight stay and to use the 
car park for a week was £85.’ 

Neil Brown, from Oban, said 
that he wouldn’t pay the £132, 
but he added: ‘If that’s what the 
price is, it must be what people 
are willing to pay.’ 

Lesley McInnes, from Oban, 
said she has friends who pay 
for accommodation in the 
town. 

She said: ‘I think it depends 
what deals are on at local hotels. 
We want fair accommodation 
for a fair price.’ 

By David McPhee

Angus MacColl
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Scotland’s 
Marine Protected Areas
Drop-in session

Come along and find out more 
about the wonderful birds that use 
Scotland’s seas and the proposed 
Special Protection Areas that will help 
safeguard their future.

Coll
An Cridhe
17 August, 2-8pm

Tiree
An Talla Community Hall
18 August, 2-8pm

www.snh.gov.uk/marinebirdsSPAs
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Sport

Fort William                  0
Fraserburgh                        3
Highland League

Missed chances prove costly as Fort 
William lose at home to Fraserburgh

Football
Fort William’s new signing Jack Lingard in a race for the ball with Fraserburgh’s Ryan Cowie. 

Winners of the Uisdean MacDonald Cup, Mallaig. 21_f33uisdean2 

THE annual regatta fortnight 
run by Plockton Small Boat 
Sailing Club got under way 
on July 25 despite the dismal 
weather. 

After the disappointing start, 
when just the centreboard race 
was held due to the strong 
winds, the regatta began for the 
local boats.

The second week of the annu-
al regatta began on August 1, 
in much improved weather with 
sunshine for the evening race

This year’s fishing compe-
tition had 11 entries and the 
winner, for the second year in 
a row, was Ewen Cameron who 
had 86 fish weighing 36lbs.

Winner of the heaviest single 
fish was Duncan McAndrew 
with a 3lb Ling, the first one 
seen for many years.

The Grand Concert and 
Dance was held in Plockton 
hall in the evening. Chairman 
was Ewen MacKenna and after 
an excellent programme by 
local artists, Commodore Neil 
Macrae announced that Calum 
Reid was the winner of the 
Junior Endeavour Trophy and 
David Hay (Coruisk) won the 
Starters Cup. 

He also thanked all who had 
helped make the fortnight such 
a success, especially timekeep-
er Sarah Bruce and the rescue 
boat crews. 

Clair Jackson, the Com-
modores partner, presented 

Correction
WE WOULD like to point 
out that the local marathon is 
called the Fort William Mar-
athon and not the Lochaber 
Marathon as was published 
in last week’s paper. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday August 11, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.28 1.9 11.02 3.0 17.31 1.8 23.03 3.0
Fri 06.34 2.0 12.49 2.9 18.33 1.9  **.**  *.*
Sat 01.02 2.9 07.50 1.9 14.26 3.0 19.42 1.9
Sun 02.42 3.0 09.06 1.7 15.22 3.2 20.55 1.7
Mon 03.39 3.2 09.59 1.5 16.06 3.4 21.59 1.5
Tues 03.50 1.5 09.22 3.3 15.52 1.4 21.29 3.3
Wed 04.23 3.4 10.39 1.2 16.46 3.7 22.48 1.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

18

16

14

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 15°C to 15ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 13°C to 16ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 16ºC.

THERE was an optimistic 
feeling around Claggan Park 
ahead of the Fort’s first home 
game of the 2016/17 Scottish 
Highland Football League 
Season Season. 

The pitch was looking immac-
ulate and the newly refurbished 

Fort William’s Daniel Highet jumps over this  tackle from Fraserburgh’s Michael Rae.
Photos: Alba Photos. 

dressing rooms were in use for 
the first time. 

Kick-off was delayed by 15 
minutes due to the referee 
being caught up in traffic. 

The home side took the game 
to Fraserburgh right from the 
start, and visiting keeper Paul 
Leask had to look sharp to 
deny Iain MacLellan after only 
15 seconds.

The Fort were the better side 

in the first half and had further 
chances from Adam Porritt, 
Jack Lingard and another cou-
ple from Maccy.

But as the old saying goes, if 
you don’t take your chances it 
will come back to bite you, and 
that was exactly what happened 
in the second half.

Fraserburgh number 9, Grant 
Noble, was clinical in front of 
goal and grabbed himself an ex-

cellent hat-trick to ensure that 
the points left with the visitors.

At the death, for the second 
successive game, the Fort 
were denied what looked like a 
stonewall penalty. 

Next up for the Lochaber 
side is a trip to current league 
leaders Buckie Thistle next 
Saturday. 

Mallaig win Uisdean MacDonald Cup

NEVIS Range appeared in 
their first ever cup final on 
Friday (August 5) night and 
made Mallaig work hard for 
their victory. 

A hat-trick from Mallaig’s 
Ross Douglas was the differ-
ence between the teams in the 
end. 

Nevis Range started brightly 
and dominated the early part 
of the game before Douglas’s 
pace opened the scoring in the 
25th minute.

A Jamie MacGregor header 
shortly after gave Mallaig a 2-0 

Yvonne MacDonald presenting 
the Uisdean MacDonald Cup 

trophy to Mallaig captain 
Jamie MacGregor. 

21_f33uisdean1

Mallaig                    4
Nevis Range                       1
Uisdean MacDonald Cup

lead they barely deserved.
Lewis Morrison’s free kick 

reduced the deficit for Nevis 
Range in the 36th minute. But 
just before half time a Ross 
Douglas free kick evaded the 
Nevis Range defence and nes-
tled into the bottom corner of 
the net. 

Nevis Range were dominant 
in the second half, but only 
good goalkeeping kept them 
from narrowing the gap. With 
eight minutes remaining Doug-
las completed his hat trick and 
retained the cup for Mallaig. 

Yvonne MacDonald present-
ed the trophy to the Mallaig 
captain Jamie MacGregor at 
the end of Friday’s match.

Plockton Regatta prizewinners with Commodore Neil MacRae at front.

the cups and prizes and she 
received a bouquet of flowers 
from Chloe and Christopher 
McLaughlin.

Dancing followed to music by 
the Suzie Simpson Band.

Results: Local boats - 1 David Hay, 
Coruisk; 2 Colin McAndrew, Sirius; 
3 Michael Hay, Nan. 1st Pelly Cup for 
centreboards - 1 Peter Smith, Tokoloshe 
Radial; 2 Teo Becu, Aquila; 3 Calum 
Reid, White Waters. Ladies Melora Cup 
for local boats - 1 Catriona McDowell, 
Nan; 2 Joy McKenna, Searanger. 
Consett Championship Cup - 1 - David 
Hay, Coruisk; 2 Ian Hay, Seolta; 3 Rod 
MacLeod, Talisker. 

Alastair MacKenzie Memorial Cup - 1 
Graham Sharp, Rona; 2 - Alexander Mac-
Kenzie, Seaforth; 3 David Hay, Coruisk. 
2nd Pelly Cup - 1 Aquila; 2 White Waters; 
3 Tokoloshe Radial. Local Boats Boys 
Cup - 1 Fraser Reid, Coruisk; 2 Robbie 
Baird, Rona; 3 Calum Reid, Seolta.

 Local Boats Girls Cup - Rowan Sharp. 
1st Plockton Trophy Race - 1 Ian Hay, 
Seolta; 2 Michael Hay, Nan; 3 Alexander 
MacKenzie, Seaforth. 2nd Ulluva Cup - 1 
Tokoloshe Radial; 2 Ian Taylor; 3 White 
Waters. Final Race for  Pelly Cup - 1 
Robin Smith, Conundrum; 2 Teo Becu;3 
Peter Smith. 

Pelly Cup Winner- Teo Becu, 5pts; 2 
Peter Smith, 7pts; 3 Calum Reid, 11pts. 
Frithard Trophy - 1 Storm Mhor, Ian 

Bodach MacKenzie, Portree; 2 Mhojo 
Mor, Lochcarron; 3 Roxanne, Calum 
Matheson, Portree. 4th Ulluva Cup, with 
winner getting Airidrishaig Cup - 1 To 
Do Loo, Donald Gillies; 2 James Smith, 
Laser; 3 Ian Taylor, Bata Gorm. Mathe-
son Cup - 1 Alexander MacKenenzie, 
Seaworthy; 2 Alasdair Henry, Marie; 3 
David Hay, Coruisk. 

Second week:  Auchwurrin Ladies 
Centreboard Race - 1 Lauren Glasgow, 
Fantas; 2 Julia Mackenzie, Die Forelle; 
3 Allana Rowe, Aquila. 2nd Plockton 
Trophy Race - 1 Malcolm Mackenzie, 
Taeping; 2 Graham Sharp, Rona; 3 Ian 
Hay, Seolta. 4th Ulluva and 1st Sgeir Bhu-
idhe for Centreboards - 1 James Smith, 
Taeping; 2 Tristan Southall, laser 2000; 3 
Donald Gillies, Too Do Loo. 

Third Plockton Trophy - 1 Alasdair 
Hendry, Marie; 2 David Hay, Coruisk; 3 
Sandy Gollan, Searanger. Commodores 
Cup for Toppers - 1 Alasdair Sharp. 
Ex-Commodore’s Tray - 1 Alasdair Hend-
ry, Marie; 2 Ewan McKenna, Searanger; 3 
Michael Hay, Nan.

 Fifth Ulluva and second Sgeir Cup 
Race - 1 Peter Smith, Tokoloshe Radial; 2 
James Smith, Inominate; 3 Robin Smith, 
Conundrum. Fossil Trophy - 1 Calum 
Reid; 2 Ruari Stewart. Final Race for 
Plockton Trophy - 1 Graham Sharp, 
Rona; 2 Malcolm Mackenzie, Taeping; 3 
Alexander Mackenzie, Seaforth. 

Plockton Trophy - 1 Malcolm Macken-
zie; 2 and winner of the Fred Allen Gal-
leon, Graham Sharp; 3 Ian Hay. Ulluva 

Cup Winner - 1 Peter Smith; 2 Donald 
Gillies; 3 James Smith. Sgeir Bhuidhe 
Cup - Winner - James Smith; 2 Peter 
Smith; 3 Robin Smith.

 Johnny Ruari Tray for Youths - 1 
Jonathan MacKinnon, Eala Bhan; 2 Iain 
Bullivant, Searanger. RNLI Pennant - 1 
- Sandy Gollan, Searanger; 2 Malcolm 
Mackenzie, Taeping; 3 Neil MacRae, 
Rona. RNLI Shield - 1 James Smith, 
Inominate; 2 Calum Reid, White Waters; 
3 Mateo Michaud, Pegasus. 

Junior Endeavour Trophy Winner 
- Calum Reid. Starter’s Cup Winner 
- David Hay, Coruisk. Childrens’s Raga-
muffin Race - 1 Katie Amos, Eala Bhan; 
2 Calum Hay, Nan; 3 Ben Anderson, 
Taeping. 

Fishing Competition - Winner Ewan 
Cameron with 86 fish weighing 36lbs. 
Winner of heaviest single fish was Dun-
can McAndrew with 3lb Ling.

Football

Sailing

Prizes are handed out at Plockton Regatta


