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Serving the west since 1861

A former Oban police o�  cer 
has pleaded guilty to possess-
ing more than 60 child por-
nography images and videos, 
including one of a baby.

Darryl Burnside, 50, of 45 
Nant Drive, Oban, admitted 
possessing indecent photo-
graphs or pseudo photographs 
of children at his home address 
between September 13, 2016, 
and October 13, 2017.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty told Oban Sheri�  
Court on Tuesday that, at the 
time of Burnside’s detention in 
October 2017, he was a serv-
ing police o�  cer in Oban, 
where he had been working 
since 1990. He has since 
retired.

Following intelligence 
involving a website known by 
police to be used by those with 
a sexual interest in children, 
o�  cers unconnected with 
Oban and others from the 
cyber crime unit attended 
Burnside’s home to execute a 
search warrant.

� ey seized a Kindle and a 
Dragon Touch Tablet and a 
preliminary investigation, Mr 

McGinty said, revealed ‘two 
category C images of female 
children in their early teens 
posing in lingerie.

‘� e accused was detained 
and interviewed in Oban po-
lice o�  ce. During the course 
of the interview, he admitted 
being the owner of the electri-
cal items recovered and having 
used them to access internet 
sites to look at pornography, 
including pornography involv-
ing teenage girls.’ 

He made no comment to 
accessing chat sites.

An analysis of the Kindle 
uncovered four category C im-
ages and three moving images 
in category A. On the tablet 
were found 49 images in cate-
gory C, one image in category 
B and seven images in category 
A – the worst in the scale.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes de-
ferred sentencing Burnside for 
a criminal justice social work 
report and a restriction of lib-
erty order until September 12. 

He continued his bail and 
made him subject to the no-
ti� cation requirements of the 
Sexual O� ences Act.

Former Oban police offi cer 
guilty of child porn charges

Dancing queens 
partied the night 
away when a top Abba 
tribute act came to 
Oban.

Hundreds of the 
original supergroup’s 
fans packed the 
Corran Halls on Friday 
night to experience 
Abbamania, billed as 
the next best gig to 
being at a live concert 
all those years ago.

Ellis Henderson from 
Dunoon, Hannah 
Beard from Stoke-on-
Trent and Michelle 
Morley from Oban 
got out their � ares, 
sequins and sparkle to 
travel back in time for 
one night only.

Dancing queens join Abbamania pop party
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Lewis, who was 13 years old, died due to a ‘degenerative 
condition caused by arthritis’.

Sealife Sanctuary’s 
otter Lewis has died
� e Scottish Sealife Sanctuary 
in Barcaldine has announced 
the death of its beloved otter 
Lewis.

Lewis, who was 13 years old, 
died due to a ‘degenerative 
condition caused by arthritis’.

� e sanctuary announced the 
news on social media, saying: 
‘It is with great sadness that we 
announce the loss of our much-
loved otter Lewis.

‘In the wild, otters usually live 
for 10 years, however, Lewis 
was 13 years old and remained 
active and fun with a mischie-
vous personality throughout 
his time in our sanctuary.

‘Unfortunately, he passed 
away on Sunday due to a de-
generative condition caused by 
arthritis.

‘Lewis arrived at the sanctu-
ary in 2011 from a zoo in Bristol 
and quickly became a favourite 
among visitors.

‘He will be sadly missed by 
our visitors and all of our team 
who have known and cared for 
Lewis for the past seven years.’

Sta�  member Barbara 
MacGilvray said: ‘We are com-
ing to terms with the loss of 
Lewis. In the end, it was kinder 
to put him down because he 
was so old.’

Faulty Oban ramp 
traps cars on ferry
As a Western Isles MSP calls 
‘lifeline’ ferry services a 
‘shambles’, cars and drivers 
were stuck for half a day on 
the ferry from Barra when the 
linkspan at Oban terminal 
broke.

CalMac’s MV Isle of Lewis 
departed Castlebay at 7.55am 
on Monday and arrived at 
Oban almost � ve hours later 
at 12.40pm. But while foot 
passengers could disembark, 
those driving vehicles could 
not because the ramp at the 
terminal failed.

Drivers waited on the 
MV Isle of Lewis for more 
than four hours until the 
ferry sailed over to Mull and 
disembarked at Craignure at 
5pm. � e MV Clansman then 
picked them up and � nally 
dropped them o�  in Oban at 
6.30pm.

� e MV Clansman also 
stepped in to take everyone 

booked on the 1.30pm sailing 
from Oban to Barra over to 
Craignure to board the MV 
Isle of Lewis, arriving in 
Castlebay � ve hours late at 
11pm.

� e broken linkspan also 
had a knock-on e� ect for the 
Oban to Colonsay service, 
delaying it by two hours.

CalMac apologised for the 
inconvenience.

While a solution was found 

for the Barra ferry, people on 
Lewis took to social media 
this week looking for help 
to get on and o�  the island, 
complaining of full ferries and 
even buses in an ‘explosion’ of 
tourists.

‘No ferry bookings availa-
ble,’ one tweeted on Monday. 
‘Happening way too o� en. We 
are being forgotten about. It 
isn’t CalMac’s fault. It’s Scot 
Gov. � ey ignored what is-

landers were saying in 2010/11. 
It should have been two small-
er ferries, rather than one 
big one. Instead we have one 
ferry for 18,000 people – plus 
tourists. � ey were told this 
would happen. We need more 
capacity on CalMac boats.’

On Tuesday, Highlands and 
Islands Labour MSP Rhoda 
Grant called the Western 
Isles’ ‘lifeline’ ferry services 
a ‘shambles’, accusing the 
Scottish Government of treat-
ing communities ‘with total 
contempt’.

‘I warned of a summer of dis-
content and now it is here,’ Ms 
Grant said, ‘with withdrawal 
of the Lochboisdale-Mallaig 
ferry link a few weeks back, 
with absolute no consulta-
tion with the community, 
and the delayed start of the 
Campbeltown to Ardrossan 
service, and then a ridiculous 
merry-go-round of boats 
on the Uig triangle which 
highlighted the non-existent 
resilience.’

Cars and their drivers were stuck for hours on the Isle of 
Lewis ferry from Barra after the linkspan in Oban broke.

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Spinning the wheel at a casino night at Soroba House raising funds for the SMA Trust. 

Oban gives � nding a cure a winning chance
Charity gamblers and guests 
at a fundraising casino 
night have raised more than 
£6,000 to help � nd a cure 
for a disease that claimed 
the life of an Oban couple’s 
baby.

Rebecca Aitken was just 
� ve months old when she 
died from a little-known 
genetic disease in New 
Zealand   where her par-
ents, Jaki Aitken and Alex 
Johnson, had moved to.

Money from the casino 
night and ra�  e at Soroba 
House on Saturday will now 
be donated in Rebecca’s 
name to the Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy (SMA) Trust which 
is dedicated to � nding a 
cure.

A total of just more than 
£6,000 ‘overwhelmed’ 
organisers, who said they 
could not have done it 
without community and 
sponsors’ support.

‘It’s an amazing amount. 
I was hoping for £2,000 
but to have beaten that by 
more than £4,000 is incred-
ible. We are totally over-
whelmed,’ said Jaki’s best 
friend Kayleigh Jamieson, 
who put on the casino event 
along with Jaki’s mum 
Edwina Aitken, who also 
lives in Oban.

‘We want to say a massive 
thank you to everyone who 
turned out on the night, who 
bought ra�  e tickets, gave us 
prizes and sponsored tables 

and to Full House Casino 
and Soroba House. It was 
brilliant.

‘We Facetimed Jaki during 
the event and a� erwards, 
which was pretty emotional 
but special. She’s incredibly 
proud of Oban.’

SMA means babies cannot 
produce the protein they 
need to build muscle and 95 
per cent diagnosed with it 
never see their second birth-
day. One in every 40 people 
is a carrier of the condition. 
If both parents are carriers 
then there is a one in four 
chance of their baby being 
born with the disease.

August is SMA Awareness 
Month. To � nd out more, go 
to smatrust.org
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Oban ambassador Kay McDonald gets behind the town’s 
new guided walks sign.

Guided walks advert 
cuts a � ne � gure
Organisers of Oban’s  guided 
walking tours have got a new 
attraction to bring in the 
tourists.

� e cut-out � gure of a 
Highland dancer outside the 
town’s tourist information 
o�  ce arrived last week and is 
raising lots of smiles as well as 
interest in people booking to 
go on the tours.

Oban ambassador Kay 
McDonald said the Tuesday, 
� ursday, Friday and 
Saturday tours at 10am and 
2pm were proving a big hit.

‘Tours with the cruise ships 
are going exceptionally well. 

Many of the ships are already 
booking for next year.

‘Variety Voyager has been 
in 10 times this year already 
and is booking for next year, 
which is fantastic,’ she said.

Later this year there will 
be three cruises dropping 
anchor in the bay on the same 
day.

‘With three ships wanting 
tours on one day, it will be a 
bit crazy but that’s the fun bit. 
We love being busy!’ said Kay.

Anyone wanting a tour of 
Oban can make an individual 
booking through the tourist 
o�  ce.

On-street parking 
causes ‘mayhem’
Parked cars clogging up Oban 
streets have triggered a tirade 
of angry rants from fed-up 
residents.

� e lack of free parking and 
no long-stay provision is being 
blamed for tourists and work-
ers leaving their vehicles, o� en 
for weeks at a time, wherever 
they can � nd an on-street spot, 
from small cul-de-sacs such 
as Hazeldean Crescent to the 
viewpoint  at Pulpit Hill. Even 
the hospital car park is being 
misused.

Other a� ected streets include 
Miller Road, Longsdale Road, 
Cro�  Avenue, Sinclair Drive, 
Quarry Road, Branksome 
Park, Ardconnel Road, Soroba 
Terrace and Crannog Lane.

In Glencruitten Road, 
frustrated residents le�  
hand-written notes on cars 
causing congestion. ‘How 
inconsiderate of you to park 
on this very narrow and busy 

road. Have you any idea of the 
tra�  c disruption you cause 
while you are away?’ said one.

Ada Daley, who contacted 
� e Oban Times, said: ‘� ere’s 
been some horri� c very near 
misses with a pram and little 
children. People are dodging in 
and out of tra�  c. Buses having 
to reverse, huge log lorries just 
managing to squeeze through. 
Someone is going to get hurt.’

Hannah Cringles, who 

lives in Hazeldean Crescent, 
said Oban’s parking issue 
is ‘a complete joke’. She had 
cars le�  outside her home for 
two weeks until they � nally 
le�  on Monday. Her post on 
Facebook this week attracted 
55 comments.

Ms Cringles said: ‘� e park-
ing on Moss� eld Hill is also 
incredibly frustrating. I drive 
that route on working days. 
I’ve had a few near misses due 

to not being able to see other 
cars or pedestrians. I’m 100 
per cent sure all this is down 
to the lack of free or accessible 
parking. I need to use my car 
daily with my childcare but if 
I wasn’t able to park at work, I 
would be lost. � e cost of park-
ing is extortionate in town.’

Oban’s Derek Grier is asking 
people living in the Longsdale 
area to Facebook him photos 
of problem cars with dates and 
times he can take to the next 
community council meeting.

Some residents pay for per-
mits but that does not guaran-
tee a space. Sharon Carmichael 
Alexander, who lives in George 
Street, had to drive round 
four times looking for a space 
while her three-month-old 
baby was crying for a feed. 
Desperate, she parked outside 
McDougall’s further up her 
street and got a parking ticket.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘� is parking regime will 
be reviewed in one year and we 
have to get it right next time.’

These parked cars in Glencruitten Road were served 
handwritten notes from annoyed residents.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� At 11pm on Monday July 
23, in Breadalbane Street, 
Tobermory, a man, aged 49, 
was arrested and charged 
with behaving in an abusive 
manner and assaulting a 
woman. The man was held 
for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� At 6.20pm on Tuesday 
July 24, on the A85 near 
Tyndrum, a motorist was 
stopped for speeding. The 
driver, a man aged 32, was 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� At 6.05pm on Tuesday 
July 24, on the A85 near 
Tyndrum, a woman, aged 53, 
was stopped for speeding. 
She was charged and a 
report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

� At 5pm on Wednesday 
July 25, a man, aged 43, 
was arrested and charged 
with making a threatening 
and menacing telephone 
call. The man was held for 
court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� At 8.20pm on Thursday 
July 26, at Queens Park Place, 

Oban, a man is alleged to 
have assaulted a woman, 
aged 43, in the street.

� At 5.30pm on Saturday 
July 28, at Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull, police arrested and 
charged two men, aged 20 
and 24, for drink driving. A 
report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

� If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to the above, or 
to any incident, they can 
contact their local police 
o�  ce on 101, or anonymous-
ly through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

POLICE FILES Sergeant Chris Edwards

Recycling to help stop A83 landslips
An innovative method to 
help prevent landslips closing 
the A83 is being trialled in 
Glen Kinglas near the Rest 
and Be � ankful.

� e ongoing £1.84 million 
catch-pit works at the Rest 
and Be � ankful involve dig-
ging and constructing three 
large ‘pits’ at the bottom of 
the slope that are designed to 
collect materials and run-o�  
from a potential slip.

� e project has produced 
around 18,000 tonnes of 

usable rock, which has been 
stored temporarily, and 
designs have now been com-
pleted to re-use this material 
as additional protection for 
the A83.

A BEAR spokesperson said: 
‘� e material will be used in 
the construction of landslip 
mitigation bunds above 
streams along Glen Kinglas, 
three to four miles from the 
Rest and Be � ankful.

‘� ese bunds will form a 
embankment of material 

initially across six individual 
water channels next to the 
road that engineers have 
assessed to have the potential 
to deposit debris onto the 
trunk road should a landslip 
occur. � e bunds will reduce 
the risk of debris reaching the 
roadside.

‘� e bunds will be up to 
10m high in some sections 
and have the combined ca-
pacity to contain more than  
1,000 tonnes of debris should 
a landslip occur.’
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Behind the scenes at Atlantis
Energy 
e�  ciency
Atlantis thanks all our 
customers for their patience 
when we closed the centre 
for three days last month, the 
� rst time the centre has been 
shut for maintenance in 20 
years.

� e main work completed 
included a ‘quad pack’ which 
provides pressurised hot 
water to the building as well 
as an electrical control panel 
for the swimming pool. � e 
conversion to LED lighting 
has now been completed. � e 
loan from Resource E�  cient 
Scotland to carry out this  
work will be paid back by the 
savings in our electricity bills 
over the next few years.

We are now turning our 
e� orts to fundraising to 
improve our changing rooms.

Building 
improvements
� e outside cladding to the 
sports hall has been replaced 
as part of waterproo� ng.

Next month the Atlantis 
gym will receive attention as 
we carry out essential � oor-
ing and decorating work. To 
allow us to carry out these 
improvements, we’ll tempo-
rarily relocate the gym to one 

Four-year-old Matthew enjoyed a ride on one of the 
ponies. 17_T31_OpenDay01

Even the ponies chilled 
out with ice-creams
� e Riding for the Disabled 
Open Day was advertised 
as having something for 
everyone, which the horses 
certainly agreed with.

As children enjoyed pony 
and donkey rides, horses 
were treated to an ice-cream 
or two.

� e open day is an annual 
fundraiser for the charity, 
which has been going for 20 
years.

� e charity aims to improve 
the lives of people with disa-
bilities through horse riding.

Committee member Betty 
Alcorn said: ‘It’s lovely to see 
everyone and the children 
enjoying the pony rides.’

And for the past few years 
the Oban Lorn and Lions 
Club has been in attendance 
running a games stall, with 
all money raised going 
straight back to  the Riding 
for the Disabled charity.

� e event took place 
at  Achnalarig Stables on 
Friday July 20 and included 
ra�  es, face painting, games 
and more.

Exhibition opens 
in Hope Kitchen
A man who turned to draw-
ing while he was in hospital 
has unveiled his creations at 
an exhibition in Oban’s Hope 
Kitchen.

A� er going through a low 
period in life, Jamie Yates was 
admitted to a psychiatric hos-
pital where he turned to art.

� e football fan has since 
donated his ‘First 11’ pictures 
to Hope Kitchen to thank the 
charity for helping him.

Speaking at the launch of 
his exhibition on � ursday 
night, Jamie said: ‘I had a 
deep spell of depression in 
the lead up to Christmas. I 
went to see my doctor and 
by the beginning of February 
my marriage was over and I 
was not in a good place. I had 
nowhere else to go and I went 
into hospital.

‘When I was in hospital, the 
only thing I did, apart from 

reading a few books, was 
drawing in the occupational 
therapy art class. I did these 
drawings in the style of the 
stu�  I did in [university].’

Jamie graduated 16 years 
ago with a � ne arts degree. ‘I 
stopped doing bits of work 
like that because I could not 
talk about what they meant. 
� ey are about transforming 
a feeling into visual art. I 

think it’s an amazing thing to 
be able to express yourself.

‘I feel like that spell in 
hospital was drawing a line 
under the rest of my life 
before I start over again.’

Jamie was planning on 
moving back to Liverpool on 
Saturday, where he will start 
afresh. 

However, he will still visit 
Oban regularly, as his daugh-

ter Enid still lives here. Jamie 
said he decided to house the 
display in the Hope Kitchen 
as the charity has been 
‘wonderful’. 

He said: ‘� ere are a num-
ber of places in Oban that 
are trying to do good things 
for the community, but Hope 
Kitchen is doing it on a daily 
basis. � e volunteers and the 
sta�  are putting food on the 
table for people who don’t 
have.

‘I needed some help and this 
place has taken me under its 
wing.’

He also attended an Andy’s 
Man Club meeting, which 
takes place at the Hope 
Kitchen every Monday night 
from 7.30pm. He said: ‘� at’s 
a thing that can be a brilliant 
thing for the people of Oban.

‘Oban is a special place, 
with special people. 

‘I will be an ambassador for 
Oban and I will keep coming 
back - my little girl is here.’

Jamie Yates and his daughter Enid, next to four of the 
artworks he did in hospital. 17_t31_Jamie’sDrawings01

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

half of the sports hall.

Sta�  
development
Congratulations to Craig 
MacCorquodale who has 
passed his lifeguard quali-
� cation. We’re delighted to 
welcome him to the team. 
Craig will be carrying out his 
training and Level 1 swim-
ming quali� cation next.

Improvements 
fundraising
We have spent the past few 
months working closely 
with surveyors to cost the 
improvements to the pool 
changing, dry side changing 
areas, our treatment room 
and spin studio.

We have raised more than 
£11,000 towards these im-
provements.   We have also 
submitted an application 
to the Gar� eld Weston 
Foundation for £150,000.   
Fingers crossed they support 
our project.

Social Enterprise 
Academy
We continue to work with the 
Social Enterprise Academy, 
most recently making a � lm 
which features our managers 
speaking about the impact of 
their leadership training over 
the past 10 years. � e � lm 
will demonstrate the fantastic 
work they do.

� ree more of our sta�  
are starting their leadership 
journey next month with 
the academy. We are also 
assisting with the academy’s 
students from the high school 
in a programme that will 
explain social enterprise and 
what it means within the 
Oban community.

Upcoming 
events
We are planning the � nal 
events of our year-long 25th 
anniversary celebrations.

� e next highlights include 
the annual Kerrera to Oban 
swim on August 25 and a new 
health fair that we are holding 
in partnership with the Oban 
Health Town Group on 
September 1. Susie Wol�  will 
be joining us on September 
28 when she hosts an evening 
event in the Argyllshire 
Gathering for Atlantis.info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  
Tel: 01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  
Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

A conservatory – limitless 
possibilities for an extra 
room on your home

From concept to completion , 
Cairngorm makes it happen.

A conservatory – limitless 
possibilities for an extra 
room on your home
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Dogged pursuit pays off
With more than 1,000 shares 
and at least 700 followers of 
the online page set up a� er 
she went missing in Lochaber 
following a crash on the A82 
at the weekend, Molly the 
Labrador is safely back with 
her family in Lincolnshire.

� e hunt for the three-year-
old black dog captured the 
hearts of hundreds of people 
who followed the story online 
as it developed.

Molly, together with her 
mate Mylo and their seven 
puppies, were in the family 
car when it was involved in 
the accident on Sunday morn-
ing, near the A82 turn-o�  for 
the Corran Ferry.

� e driver of the Ford 
Fusion in which the dogs were 
travelling, Lisa Prichard, 46, 
was on her way to catch the 
ferry from Mallaig back to the 
Western Isles.

Mrs Prichard had been 
in Lincolnshire for family 
reasons and was on her way 
back to North Uist, where 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Paul Prichard could not contain his delight at being reunited with Molly on Monday.

Appin pubs marathon raises charity cash

Invite to come and bash invasive balsam

It’s not unusual to celebrate 
the completion of a sponsored 
walk at a local hostelry, but a 
band of Appin fundraisers has 
gone a step further by walking 
between all three local pubs.

� e 14-mile ‘BJangle’ begins 
and ends at � e Old Inn and 
takes in the Pierhouse and 
Creagan Inn.

What began as a challenge 
to locals Barry Gunn and 
James � omson has turned 
into an annual fundraiser 
and this year the group raised 
around £500 for a community 
� reworks night.

� e nine-strong walking 
group were fed and watered 
at each establishment but had 
strategically placed homemade 
Scotch eggs and wine and 
cheese at stop-o� s along the 

way, which perhaps explained 
the seven-hour walking time.

On completion of Sunday’s 
challenge, the fundraisers were 
welcomed back to � e Old Inn, 
where supporters gathered.

Keep Oban Beautiful is wag-
ing war on an invasive plant 
strangling wildlife along the 
Black Lynn.

� e campaign’s chairman, 
Maurice Wilkins, hopes as 
many people as possible will 
turn out at the Lynn   next to 
Tesco this Sunday, August 5, 
from 11am to give a helping 
hand.

Although it is attractive to 
bees, it spreads easily and stops 
other natural vegetation from 
growing, said Mr Wilkins.

‘� e idea is just to pull it 
up and leave it where it is, if 
we leave it too much later the 
seeds will spill and explode 
everywhere. We’d be talking 

millions of them! It’s a ma-
niac,’ added Mr Wilkins who 
is urging people not to take 
seeds and plant them in their 
own gardens.

‘Because it’s so attractive, 
people take seeds home and 

plant them but they shouldn’t. 
Please, please don’t do it. It will 
take over your garden, your 
neighbours’, their neighbours’ 
and the whole street.

‘It’s best to rip it up and just 
leave it over the fence. It’s a 
simple job. Anyone can pull 
a bit up when they’re passing,’ 
he said.

Keep Oban Beautiful has 
long-term plans to turn the 
area along the Black Lynn 
from Soroba Lane bridge up 
Lynn Road to Soroba Road 
into ‘a lovely walk’ but ‘with-
out the exotic invaders’.

Go to Keep Oban Beautiful’s 
Facebook page to � nd out 
more.

Maurice Wilkins.

Walkers 
on the 
BJangle 
celebrate 
complet-
ing the 
challenge 
at The Old 
Inn, Appin.

she and husband Paul, 51, 
are planning to relocate to 
in the next few months. She 
needed surgery at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, for her 
crash injuries but is expected 
to make a full recovery.

However, while Mylo only 
su� ered minor injuries to his 
paws and the puppies were 
unharmed, Molly bolted in 
fright.

On hearing of the accident, 
Mr Prichard set o�  to drive 
through the night back to 
the Highlands. A� er making 
sure his wife was going to be 
okay, he joined the hunt for 
Molly.

Meanwhile, the rest of the 
family in Milton Keynes 
went into action – the couple 
have four children – with 
daughter Stacey and sister 
Rachel manning the special 
Facebook page, Bring Molly 
Home, to co-ordinate news of 
the search.

In the interim, Mylo and 
the puppies were being cared 
for by the veterinary practice 
in Oban while the hunt for 
missing Molly went on.

Local people helped search 

through the night and a 
distressed, but otherwise 
unhurt, Molly was eventually 
found 24 hours later near the 

crash scene by local resident 
Fiona Gunn. ‘She saw what 
she thought was Molly near 
the side of the road, slowed 

down, put her hazards on and 
opened the door – and Molly 
jumped straight in,’ Stacey 
told the Lochaber Times this 

week. Stacey says her family 
have been overwhelmed by 
the kindness of local people 
- not just those in the Corran 
area who joined the search, 
but all those from around 
Lochaber and further a� eld 
who kept a look out for Molly 
and who sent messages of 
support.

She said: ‘We cannot thank 
all those who helped- we 
have no words to express our 
gratitude. � eir reaction to 
the accident and Molly going 
missing has restored my faith 
in humanity. At a time when 
there seems to be so much 
bad news, especially online, 
here was an example of social 
media having a very positive 
impact. � e community spir-
it, kindness and generosity of 
the people in your area has 
been truly inspirational and 
so overwhelming.

‘Molly seems to have cap-
tured the hearts of many in 
your area, but I can assure 
you the people of Lochaber 
have captured our hearts too 
and I hope to travel to the 
area in the next few months 
to personally thank them.’
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Plan, design,
install, enjoy

We’ll do the �rst
three, the fourth
is down to you

Rockfi eld share 
offer deadline 
extended
Despite achange in weather, 
spirits were high last week-
end at the Rock� eld Centre 
as the community yet again 
dug deep to buy community 
shares.

With the minimum target 
now reached, the project fund 
continues to grow.

Gordon McNab, Oban 
Communities Trust chair-
man, said: ‘I have been so 
impressed by the number 
of families who have pooled 
their funds to purchase the 
minimum share and yet 
again put the trust in the 
trust to make this exciting 
project come to life.’

But it is not just individuals 
who are buying, said Mr 
McNab. He added: ‘� is week 
we were delighted to add 
Spotlight Musical � eatre 
Group to our list of investors.’

Sheena McLennan, talking 
on behalf of the group, said: 
‘� e members felt the project 
was so pivotal to the town for 

locals and visitors that they 
wanted to help by investing 
£1,000 to the cause.’

Although the minimum 
target has been more than 
met with the � gure now more 
than £135,000,  the trustees 
are conscious that, with Oban 
in the middle of a very busy 
summer season and  families 
away on holiday during the 
share o� er, many could be 
missing the opportunity to be 
part of their centre.

For this reason, Oban 

Communities Trust board 
members have decided to ex-
tend the deadline for another 
few weeks to give everyone 
time to invest and   be part 
of this unique opportunity 
to shape the future of this 
project.

Further details of how you 
can invest can be found at 
www.therock� eldcentre.org.
uk or call in to speak to the 
centre’s sta� /volunteers at 
� e Rock� eld Centre o�  ce, 
Stevenson Street, Oban.

Gordon McNab.

Scientists gave engaging talks on the future of our seas in 
a dome tent in Oban’s Station Square.

Scientists explain the 
future of our seas
Marine scientists hosted en-
gaging public talks called the 
Future of Our Seas in a dome 
in Oban’s Station Square on 
Monday and Tuesday.

� e project, funded by 
the  National Environmental 
Research Council, is a col-
laboration between scientists 
and artists to raise public 
awareness about the chal-
lenges facing our seas.

It  trained  12 research-
ers at Dunbeg’s Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) to � nd new 
ways to communicate their 
subjects to the public, and 
hopefully interest and inspire 

them. Alongside hour-long 
presentations entitled Cold 
Water and Corals, Bacteria 
and Windscreens and Plastic 
and Acid, SAMS PhD stu-
dent  Charlotte Findlay gave 
an interactive talk on Sounds 
of the West Coast, looking at 
noises humans make under 
the sea and what impact it can 
have on animals.

‘It is one of those things that 
I don’t think people realise,’ 
said Charlotte. ‘We all make 
noise when we use the marine 
environment. We aim to get 
people involved, come and 
experience it all and hopeful-
ly have a good time.’

Fun and games at 
Ardchattan fete
Fun, games, rides on a 
miniature steam train and 
a� ernoon tea were all en-
joyed at Ardchattan fete at 
the weekend.

Despite rain and clouds, 
crowds still turned up to 
have a go at welly throwing, 
paper plane making and 
lots more at Sunday’s event, 
helping raise funds for good 
causes including the local 
Scout and Guide packs.

Musical entertainment was 
courtesy of the Spotlight 

Boogies, who got the party 
swinging. Assistant   leader 
Andy Newiss from the 37th 
Argyll (Ardchattan) Scout 
Group said: ‘� e turnout has 
been brilliant considering 
the weather and we’ve had 
great support from all the 
parents organising the stalls. 
� ey’ve done a good job.’

One of the jobs was to 
blow up 200 balloons with 
winning tickets inside, so 
they could be popped to 
reveal the prizes. � e Scout 

Caroline MacInnes, Sally Orr and Fran 
Melville from the Spotlight Boogies.

Rose MacInnes, nine, Mary Blom� eld, 
� ve, and Finley MacInnes, three.

Richard Stennett on his 5in gauge 
Edith Mary steam train.

Sky’s the limit for Thomas and Gregor Davies playing 
the paper plane game at Ardchattan fete.

group is looking for more 
adult leaders to join and also 
for members of its executive 
committee. A chairman, 
secretary and treasurer 

are needed. Anyone inter-
ested can get in touch on 
cubs@37thargyll.org

� For more photographs, 
visit, www.obantimes.co.uk
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Air cadets raise 
funds at sale
Oban Air Cadets raised 
funds at a table-top and 
nearly new sale.

Flight Sergeant Martin 
Henrickson, 19, was helping 
out at the sale at the cadet 
centre on Saturday.

Martin joined the cadets 
when he was 12 and now 
helps run the 2521 Oban 
High School squadron that 
meets weekly for boys and 
girls. 

Oban Air Cadets meet on 
Mondays from 7pm to 9pm 
at the centre in Tweeddale 
Street.

Clari� cation
In last week’s Oban Times, 
we ran an article on 
Argyll and Bute councillors’ 
expenses claims.

We would like to clarify 
that while Councillor Mary-
Jean Devon was awarded 
£11,555, £4,838 was disability 
allowance which Councillor 
Devon did not receive 
personally.

Due to Councillor Devon 
being based on Mull and 
regularly having to travel 
for meetings in her role on 
the community services 
committee, planning, 
protective services and 
licensing committee 
and Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee, as well as 
the Argyll Islands Strategic 
Group, the � gure includes 
regular ferry travel and 
mileage costs.

Flight Sergeant Martin 
Henrickson at the sale.

RNLI launches in storm
Saturday night was a long 
and challenging one for Oban 
lifeboat crew who were called 
out in storm force winds to 
help vessels in the Firth of 
Lorn.

� e hectic night began 
as the lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald launched at 
10.30pm to aid a 36�   yacht 
with two adults and two 
children on board that had 
grounded a� er dragging its 
anchor in the Puilladobhrain 
anchorage, at the north end 
of the Isle of Seil.

� e lifeboat le�  at 10.44pm, 
arriving on scene shortly 
a� er. With the yacht aground 
but in no immediate danger, 
it was decided to evacuate the 
family to await the rising tide.

� e lifeboat’s daughter cra� , 

the XP boat, was launched 
and two crew members 
proceeded to the grounded 
vessel, evacuating � rst the 
two children and then the 
adults. With everyone safely 
on board, the lifeboat de-
parted the scene  for Oban at 
12.10am, with the intention 
of returning later to re� oat 
the vessel.

However, just as the lifeboat 
departed the scene, the 
Coastguard received two fur-
ther requests for assistance. 
� e � rst was a vessel in Loch 
Feochan, followed by a may-
day from a small motor boat 
aground at the north end of 
Lismore.

Because of the weather 
conditions and nature of 
the requests, it was decided 

that the lifeboat make best 
speed for the north end 
of Lismore. Meanwhile, 
Oban’s Coastguard Rescue 
Team made its way to 
Loch Feochan.

� e lifeboat proceeded 
to the Port Ramsey area of 
Lismore, while Tobermory 
lifeboat was also tasked 
to help but was required 
elsewhere.

With a south-westerly wind 
gusting 40 to 50 knots and a 
rough sea, the journey was 
challenging, not least for the 
casualties still on board from 
the � rst incident.

Oban lifeboat arrived on 
scene at 12.58am. 

Although the conditions 
were poor and the location 
of the vessel was restrictive, 

it was established that the 
one person and dog on board 
were no longer in immediate 
danger.

It was therefore decided 
to transfer the casualties 
from  the � rst incident to 
the nearby safe haven of 
Glensanda Quarry while 
the lifeboat assisted with the 
second incident.

Once back on scene, the 
lifeboat’s daughter cra�  
was used again to allow two 
crew members to assist with 
re� oating the vessel. 

Once a� oat, and with 
no damage sustained, the 
vessel was escorted across to 
Glensanda to await calmer 
weather, arriving alongside at 
4.30am.

With the vessel and owner 

safe, the remaining casualties 
from the � rst incident were 
transferred back on board 
the lifeboat for the journey to 
Oban.

Seven hours a� er � rst 
launching, Oban lifeboat ar-
rived back in Oban where the 
family were brought safely 
ashore. 

� e volunteer crew depart-
ed again at 5.55am with one 
family member, returning to 
Puilladobhrain to re� oat the 
vessel.

� e lifeboat stood by while 
the owner checked for any 
damage and with all in work-
ing order the yacht proceeded 
under its own power.

� e lifeboat thanks sta�  
of Glensanda for their assis-
tance during the evening.

Royal Mail petition 
draws 350 signatures
A petition demanding the 
return of Taynuilt’s once � rst-
class postal system has gath-
ered more than 350 signatures.

Support is growing for the 
campaign in protest at unrelia-
ble deliveries to the village and 
surrounding areas, including 
Kilchrenan.

Changes were brought in by 
Royal Mail last year as part 
of a trial run, with post now 
being sorted at Oban rather 
than from Taynuilt post o�  ce. 
Many in the community now 
say the service has become hit 
and miss.

Last week new community 
councillor Maggie Cro�  put 
this post up on Taynuilt What’s 
Happening Facebook page on 
behalf of the council.

‘Since Royal Mail has 
changed its mail sorting ar-
rangements (mail is no longer 
sorted at Taynuilt post o�  ce), 
many people have noticed 

a deterioration in the mail 
service: mail being delivered 
late; or later in the day; or to 
the wrong address. A petition 
is being held at Taynuilt post 
o�  ce and currently has in 
excess of 350 signatures. � is 
petition will be submitted by 
Taynuilt Community Council 
as a complaint to Royal Mail. If 
you have not yet signed, or are 
aware of anyone who may wish 
to add their names, please do 
so as soon as possible.’

Community council chair-
man David Sloss told � e Oban 
Times members would be 
making an o�  cial complaint 
to Royal Mail.

‘� e issue for us is the 
management at Oban are well 
aware of people’s concerns 
and have done little to remedy 
them, so we will now use the 
o�  cial complaints procedure 
to take the matter to the level 
above them.’

Cake and cups of tea were the perfect way for Oban Lorn and the Isles locality sta�  
to celebrate the 70th birthday of the NHS. ‘It has been the perfect opportunity to 
celebrate the hard work and commitment of all health and social care sta�  and to 
re� ect on the developments within the NHS over the past 70 years,’ said an NHS 
spokesperson.

Countdown starts for Oban charity raft race
With West Highland Yachting 
Week � nishing this weekend, 
people can now focus on this 
year’s ‘proper’ racing.

Yes, you’ve got it, the Great 
Oban Ra�  Race takes place 
next Saturday, August 11.

� e annual fundraiser, 
organised by Oban and Lorn 
Lions Club, is one of the high-
lights in the town’s calendar, 
with all proceeds going to-

wards the Lions’ charity fund.
Entry is £10 per ra�  and £5 

per crew member, with prizes 
for best fancy dress of crews 
and ra� , fastest ra� , best 
sinking, worst ra� -best laugh, 
� rst lady ra� , best construct-
ed ra� , best junior ra� , best 
cadets – and anything else 
they can think of. 

Jim Edge of the Lions 
Club said: ‘All ra� s must be 

homemade and propelled 
by oar-type paddles and/
or homemade sails. And, as 
this is a ra�  race, all crews 
must be on it, not in it – so no 
canoe-style cra� s.’

� e race is sponsored by the 
George Street Fish and Chip 
Shop. 

For information email bill-
coutts@btinternet.com or call 
01631 562090.
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CalMac’s Hebridean 
Isles crashes into pier
CalMac’s MV Hebridean Isles 
crashed into Kennacraig pier 
on Friday July 20, damaging 
her bow visor.

No-one was injured in the 
incident, but ferry sailings 
were a� ected while inspec-
tions were carried out.

Islay councillor Alastair 
Redman said: ‘I was un-
happy to learn from my 
constituents that there was 
yet another collision involv-
ing a CalMac ferry on the 
Islay-Kennacraig route.

‘While accidents do happen, 
sadly they seem to be happen-
ing at a more frequent rate.

‘It was good news no-one 
was hurt and that the hard-
working front line CalMac 
sta�  had the ferry running 
again very quickly. Hopefully, 
these collisions will happen 
less frequently in the future.’

A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘� e MV Hebridean Isles 
came into contact with the 
pier in Kennacraig on Friday, 
sustaining damage to her bow 
visor. No-one was injured.

‘As a result, the 8.30pm 
sailing to Islay and Saturday’s 
7am sailing from Islay were 

Mamma Mia! gives 
cinema cash boost
Mamma Mia! the block-bust-
er movie is helping fund 
much-needed repairs for 
Oban’s Phoenix Cinema.

Romantic comedy Mamma 
Mia Here We Go Again!, the 
long-awaited sequel to the 
2008 hit � lm starring Meryl 
Streep, Pierce Brosnan and 
Colin Firth,  will be showing 
at the George Street cinema   
for at least two weeks. � e 
� rst screening of the � lm 
featuring Cher was on Friday 
July 27.

Over the weekend, cin-
ema sta�  were running a 
complimentary drinks bar 
for the shows - in return for 
donations toward repairs for 
the building.

Ra�  e tickets are also on 
sale until August 10 with 
a chance to win a private 
screening of a � lm of your 

choice, a family ticket and 
a £10 cinema voucher. � e 
community-owned cinema is 
undergoing a major upgrade 
with new toilets, baby chang-
ing area, improved signs and 
new � ooring.

Earlier this year, the cinema 
appealed for volunteers to 

help give it a spruce up in 
time for the start of the tour-
ist season. An open day was 
also held when more details 
of future plans for the venue 
were  revealed.

Cinema duty manager 
Marco Pacitti said: ‘� e new 
Mamma Mia � lm has been 

great for us because it has 
such big appeal. We’ve been 
very busy.’

Last year the cinema in-
vested £26,000 in its heating 
system and this year the 
investment is planned to be 
in the region of £45,000.

Some of this money has been 
raised by the cinema, as well 
as seeking support from local 
charities, Social Investment 
Scotland and BID4Oban’s 
shop front scheme.

On Monday, work started 
to � x the ceiling in the small 
studio a� er some shows had 
to be cancelled.

Next on the refurbishment 
list will be the toilets, the 
outside of the building and a 
fresh lick of paint inside.

‘We’ve secured some fund-
ing but we still need more. 
We’re thinking of setting up 
a crowdfunding link to help 
bring in some of the rest,’ 
added Mr Pacitti.

Mamma Mia fans Sarah Gibbons, Bethan Sexton and Otile 
Lawrence at the Phoenix Cinema. 16_T31_phoenixmamamia

David Fairclough’s photo-
graph shows the damage 
to MV Hebridean Isles. 

cancelled to allow insurers 
Lloyds to formally assess the 
damage.

‘A� er the inspection, she 
was cleared to pick up the 
slightly delayed 9.45am Port 
A s k a i g - C o l o n s a y- O b a n 
Saturday service which le�  
Kennacraig at 10.20am. We 
apologise for any inconven-
ience caused.’

MORRISON
Toward the Light - Arran & Kintyre

Jolomo

The Archway Gallery
Opens August 11th

www.jolomo.com
jolomosfaugadB.indd   1 31/07/2018   10:44
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10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ

ACHA to hold 
survey of tenants
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) is to 
carry out a short tenant sat-
isfaction survey during 
August.

A sample of ACHA tenants 
from across the Argyll and 
Bute area will be telephoned 
by sta�  and asked to 
contribute to the survey.

The questions will be 
focused on key services and 
the results will be reported 
to tenants and also to the 
Scottish Housing Regulator.

Yvonne Angus, ACHA’s 
regional manager, said: 
‘ACHA is keen to seek the 
opinions from its tenants 
across a range of subjects, 
enabling us to be more 
aware of their needs. We 
used feedback from our last 
survey to make changes 
to some of our services to 
improve tenant experience.’

All information given 
will be con� dential and 
participants will be entered 
into a prize draw to win a TV 
or device up to the value of 
£200.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Iron Age roundhouse 
could be tourist draw
Resourceful villagers are 
looking for grants to fund 
what could be one of their 
next tourist attractions.

Today bracken covers the 
remains of an Iron Age 
roundhouse, a relic of ancient 
farming in a � eld close to 
Dalavich, that locals want to 
uncover.

� e community already 
has a ruined 13th-century 
Innis Chonnel Castle on 
its doorstep on an island in 
Loch Awe. Also known as 
Ardchonnel Castle, it was 
one of the earliest Campbell 
strongholds from the 1300s.

Tourists are already being 
encouraged to hire boats 
from a lochside business 
enterprise in Dalavich, run by 
a recently settled young fam-
ily, to explore the castle but 
there are growing ambitions 
to add the currently hidden 

Another uncovered piece of history in Dalavich. Villagers 
want to know more about bygone hydro engineering.

roundhouse to the thriving 
community’s list of historical 
assets in the hope of bringing 
in even more visitors.

� e roundhouse, which 

is a scheduled monument, 
is about 15 to 20 metres in 
diameter and is located in one 
of four � elds now owned by 
the people of Dalavich.

‘We think it would be a 
great tourist attraction,’ said 
Agnes Fleming, a member 
of Dalavich Improvement 
Group (DIG). ‘It would be 
desirable to cut the bracken 
o� , keep the vegetation down 
and make it visible again. 
We’re looking to put up 
interpretation boards, maybe 
even create a replica of it 
nearby,’ she added. ‘Now that 
fewer people are employed 
in the forestry industry here, 
we have a village looking for 
an alternative way to sustain 
itself and tourism is a big part 
of that,’ said Ms Fleming.

� e village is not far 
from   Kilmartin Glen, an 
area with one of the richest 
concentrations of prehistoric 
monuments and historical 
sites in Scotland and it is on a 
popular cycle route.

In April, the community 
o�  cially opened its £1.5 
million hydro scheme on 
the River Avich, powered by 

Awesome Energy (Dalriada) 
Ltd, a community bene� t 
business set up by the village, 
expecting to make £2 million 
in the next year by selling its 
energy to the National Grid.

When work started on 
clearing the turbine site, 
construction teams making 
sure the old powerhouse 
and its contents were not 
damaged uncovered a rusting 
piece of old engineering from 
bygone times. Now curious 
members of DIG want to � nd 
out more about it and how it 
was used so they can include 
it in educational materials 
they are making about the 
modern-day hydro scheme.

Hydro project manager 
Carol � omas said: ‘We really 
want to pin down the history 
of what’s le�  so we can put it 
into information packs for 
when Scouts, Guides and 
other groups come to visit so 
it’s more than a walk in the 
woods.’

Amie Williams hopes to become a BBC Earth presenter.

Amie hopes to become BBC Earth presenter
A woman who lives in Oban 
is vying to become the next 
BBC Earth presenter.

Amie Williams, who has a 
keen interest in sharks, has 
entered a competition by 
posting a video online.

In the one-minute clip, 
which has been viewed by 
more than 900 people, she 
educates the audience on her 
favorite natural history fact 
- the reproductive strategies 
of sharks.

� e 25-year-old said she 
would be ‘ecstatic’ if she was 
o� ered the job.

Amie, who has been diving 
since the age of 10, has a BSc 
(Hons) � rst class in Marine 
Science from the Scottish 

Association for Marine 
Science at Dunsta� nage 
and  an MSc with distinc-
tion in Ecosystem-based 
Management of Marine 
Systems.

She is no stranger to the 
camera. In 2014, Amie 
helped make a documentary 
series entitled Ninja Sharks, 
where she � lmed  thresher 
sharks in the Philippines.

Her job has also taken her 
to South Africa.

‘I have always had an 
interest in the marine en-
vironment,’ she said. ‘I did 
work for the Scottish Shark 
Tagging Programme.’

When asked about why she 
wanted the job, she said: ‘It 

wasn’t doing the documen-
tary, it was the responses I 
got from people.

‘People were asking me 
questions and wanted to 
know about sharks and nat-
ural history, which I thought 
was really cool.

‘I have never experienced 
young people who wanted to 
learn so much. I think it was 
because of that.’

Amie is currently work-
ing at the Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary at Barcaldine.

BBC Earth posted online 
asking for a ‘fresh new 
presenter’ to join the team to 
create a four-part YouTube 
series. � e deadline to enter 
was July 5.

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Cruise ships blown o�  course

What a wild weekend we had 
... and I don’t mean in a good 
too-much-partying way.

My poor wee gazebo has 
gone to gazebo heaven a� er it 
nearly ended up on top of the 
house and Variety Voyager 
and  Aegean Odyssey, the 
two cruise ships we were so 
looking forward to greeting 
on Sunday, never made it 
anywhere near Oban.

A� er the beautiful weather 
so far this summer, it came 
as a shock to the system, but 
it is the west of Scotland so 
we should be used to it, I 
suppose.

I have my � ngers crossed 
that August will continue to 
be as lovely as the rest of the 
summer has been, with just 
a wee shower now and again 
for the � owers.

� is weekend we have 
a summery event to look 
forward to with Spotlight 
Musical � eatre’s Summer 
Showtime at the Argyllshire 
Gathering on Friday night 
and Saturday a� ernoon 
and, on Saturday evening, 

we have the talented Argyll 
Ceilidh Trail at � e View, 
formerly Skippinish.

� e young musicians we 
have in this area are amaz-
ing and an inspiration.

I’m lucky enough to meet 
some of the young pipers 
from Oban High School Pipe 
Band who play to welcome 
passengers from the cruise 
ships as they arrive and I’m 
constantly impressed by 
their skill and dedication. 
� ey turn up at the crack of 
dawn, beautifully presented, 
and play their wee socks o� , 
even when their  � ngers are 
freezing. I honestly cannot 
praise them highly enough, 
including Jamie, a former 

member of  the pipe band 
who is now at university 
and continues to play for us 
during the summer while 
he works at the tourist 
o�  ce. When we talk to the 
passengers as they arrive, it 
is the youth and level of skill 
that impress them so much.

I also love to see all the 
young buskers. Hearing the 
pipes on the main streets 
adds so much to the holiday 
atmosphere of the town and 
we’re very grateful to have 
them. Last week’s photo-
graph was of the � ower bed 
opposite West Coast Motors 
and this week’s is not too far 
away, so you probably know 
it well.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Andrew’s £1,250 thank you to Oban hospital
An Oban man has presented 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
with £1,250 as a thank you 
following emergency surgery.

Andrew Spence, 
BID4Oban’s chief executive, 
underwent the procedure 
in November last year a� er 
becoming ill.

Andrew said: ‘It was great 
to go back and visit the won-
derful sta�  in Ward A at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital in Oban 
to present them with £1,250 
following a 120-mile cycle 
from Kilmore to Inverness in 
May.

‘In November 2017, I was 
admitted to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital as an emergency 
with severe abdominal pain. 
A� er a CT scan, I was in-
formed I needed immediate 
emergency surgery.

‘I was su� ering from diver-
ticular disease and my colon 
was in danger of rupturing. 
Following an operation that 
lasted more than � ve hours, 
I woke up with a new attach-
ment - a colostomy.

‘� is has obviously been a 
life-changing experience and 
I could not have made the 

recovery I have without the 
love and care of my family 
and the fantastic team in our 
wee hospital in Oban.

‘Everyone I met at the 
hospital was fantastic, from 
the A and E team, cleaners, 
nursing sta�  in wards A and 
B and high dependency unit, 
consultants, the catering 
team who made real food ... 
the list goes on. � e money 
will go towards equipment 
that will bene� t sta�  and 
patients. 

‘� anks to everyone who 
sponsored me.’

Andrew Spence presents £1,250 to Margaret Blue and other hospital sta� .

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk

CLEARING DAY 
8th August 10am-3pm 

No appointment necessaryNo appointment necessary
Explore your options with Argyll College

Oban Centre
Glenshellach Business Park  

Oban PA34 4RY
01631 559 500

Tobermory Centre
Tobermory, Isle of Mull 

PA75 6PB
01688 302 801

On the 8th of August, we’re holding 
a Clearing Day between 10 am and 
3 pm. Our doors are open to anyone 
who wants to come in and speak to 
us about their study options. Come 
along to any Argyll College centre and 
our student support staff will be on 
hand to discuss the different courses 
available to you, as well as talk you 
through your funding options. 

With 10 learning centres through-
out Argyll, including Oban and 
Tobermory, and a range of courses 
across a wide range of subjects we’ll 
have a course that suits you right 
here on your doorstep.  Our subject 
areas include Health & Social Care, 

Business, Computing, Sport & 
Fitness, Maritime, Hairdressing, 
Applied Sciences, Engineering, 
Construction, Horticulture, 
Agriculture, Social Science, Sound 
Production, Art, Cookery, Travel & 
Tourism, Hospitality, Education and 
more.

Whatever your results, we can help 
you look at what study options are 
right for you.

You can view our prospectus, find 
out more about the college and get 
contact details for your local learning 
centre at www.argyllcollege.ac.uk.

Explore your options with Argyll 
College. #thinkArgyll

Just received your 
exam results?
Not sure what to do now? 

ADVERTORIAL
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Council team helps 
people on bene� ts
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Welfare Rights Team helped 
vulnerable people across 
the local authority area 
access almost £1 million of 
additional income during 
the � rst three months of 
2018.

Thousands of people 
across the UK are not 
claiming the bene� ts they 
are entitled to, including in 
Argyll and Bute. 

However, the � rst quarter 
of this year saw the council 
team help those eligible 
to receive an additional 
£911,956 – the highest � gure 
achieved.

Councillor Robin Currie 
said: ‘Too many eligible 
people are struggling to 
make ends meet, completely 
unaware they could be 
receiving bene� ts.’

For further information, 
call the team on 01546 
605517 or complete the 
welfare rights form on the 
council website: www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/forms/ 
welfare-rights-enquiry-form.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

David Stokes and Ewan Kemsey hand £600 to Mary’s Meals. 17_T31_Mary’sMeals01

Cyclists ride Scotland in aid of Mary’s Meals
A pair of amateur cyclists 
are riding the length of 
Scotland to raise money 
for Dalmally-based charity 
Mary’s Meals.

David Stokes and Ewan 
Kemsey will cycle from the 
Mull of Galloway to John 
O’Groats. � ey arrived in 
Oban last � ursday to hand 
over some of the £1,562 they 
have raised so far.

David, a primary school 
teacher at Dalrymple, 
picked Mary’s Meals be-
cause of the work it does to 
educate and feed children 
in poverty.

David su� ers from type 2 

diabetes and sleep apnoea 
and started cycling in the 
Easter holidays to build up 
his stamina by biking to 
and from work – a 20-mile 
round-trip journey.

He said: ‘We will 
take in Arran, Mull, 
Ardnamurchan Point and 
Skye on the way, giving a 
total distance of 550 miles.
Neither of us is lightweight, 
so it’s like giving someone 
a ‘backy’ the full length of 
Scotland.’

� e pair set o�  on 
Wednesday and anticipate 
it will take them 10 days 
to complete the challenge. 

‘� e � rst two days were 
okay,’ David added. ‘It was 
not until we started facing 
hills when it became tough.

‘We have a good relation-
ship with hills – we walk 
up them and go � ying 
down them. I hit 40mph 
yesterday.

‘But it’s a cracking route 
that we are taking, through 
the islands.’

Ewan added: ‘It has been 
brilliant. I did no training 
for it and before the � rst 
day I did a practice run 
from Glasgow to David’s 
house – about 50 miles, and 
I was ruined.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘Beach cleaning and 
my cat saved my life’
A woman who struggled with 
anxiety and addiction has 
told how beach cleaning and 
her cat saved her life.

� anks to support from 
Oban’s Hope project in 
Soroba Road, Fiona Ferris has 
transformed her life and has 
just become its latest member 
of sta� .

� e mum-of-three hit rock 
bottom in 2016 when her 
problems came to a head 
and she could not keep up 
her work as a carer. Severe 
anxiety took a grip of her, her 
memory su� ered and she had 
turned to drink as a solution.

But a� er seeking help from 
her GP, helplines and other 
agencies Fiona contacted the 
Hope project and her journey 
to recovery began.

‘I was going downhill, shut-
ting myself away, not eating 

Fiona and Tam met through Oban’s Hope project.

properly. It was only Parsley 
my cat that got me out, if I 
had to go looking for him. 
He kept me going, even in 
my darkest days. I was never 
suicidal but there were times 
I didn’t want to live either. I 
did have family support, they 
never abandoned me, but I 
had to get help myself and I 

did seek that help. I went to 
my GP to talk and that was 
the start,’ said Fiona.

She added: ‘� rough all 
that counselling, I started to 
realise I could help myself 
because I could   see where 
my problems lay and that if I 
made lifestyle changes I could 
start to solve them. I made 

those radical changes. I ended 
an unhealthy relationship and 
spent time re� ecting. I real-
ised that how I’d been feeling 
may not have been my fault. 
� ere’s never been more help 
available out there than there 
is now. Eventually, I started to 
feel content, something I had 
not felt maybe ever, and I was 
able to start accepting my life 
was actually okay.’

Ready to start facing the 
world again, Fiona spoke to 
her GP about volunteering 
and suggested she might try 
the Hope project. ‘I called in 
and asked what I could do. 
� e thought of responsibil-
ity still terri� ed me so when 
helping out at the regular 
beach clean was suggested, I 
jumped at it,’ said Fiona.

It was on those beach cleans 
in April last year that Fiona 
met her husband Tam, who 
had also sought help from 
Hope. � e couple were mar-
ried at Hope in January this 

year and are planning a long 
and happy future together - 
including a new mobile disco 
and karaoke venture they are 
calling � e Jigging.

Hope’s manager Lorraine 
MacCormick said: ‘Lots of 
people come through our 
doors on life journeys but 
Fiona’s journey has been the 
ultimate one - she even found 
a husband and a job.’

Fiona said: ‘Hope will 
continue to change my and 
Tam’s lives for the forseeable 
future. I couldn’t ask for a 
more supportive atmosphere. 
I feel great. I’ve made meals 
everyone has eaten and 
complimented me on. But 
there are other ways I help, 
supporting and talking to 
people, pointing people in 
the right direction to get help. 
Beach-cleaning transformed 
my life. If you want to clear 
your head and � ll your soul, 
beach cleaning is mindful-
ness without trying.’
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Seaweed is focus of event
�e annual Ceòlas symposi-
um has become an integral 
part of Uist’s July calendar, 
allowing for a commu-
nity-led scrutiny of their 
heritage.

�e foreshore and its 
resources – speci�cally sea-
weed – featured as this year’s 
topic.

For generations, the people 
of Uist have used seaweed in 
a plethora of ways, perhaps 
most notably during the kelp 
boom of the 18th and 19th 
centuries.

However, with new 
developments in research 
and global commerce, the 
seaweed business  may enjoy 
a resurgence on Uist.

Ceòlas’s aim for the 
symposium was to explore 
the industrial history and 
potential avenues for future 
development.

A series of lectures was 
presented by speakers Philip 
Kerrison, of the Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science, and Dr Kevin Grant, 
of Historic Environment 
Scotland, on the history and 
archaeology of seaweed ex-

traction in Uist and on  cur-
rent trends in the industry 
globally.

Walks to the foreshore were 
led by Heather Beaton, from 
the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds, and Fiona 
Bird, an author and forager. 
Participants explored the 
shore habitats and discovered 
which foods are available 
naturally in the area.

Dr Grant also led an ar-
chaeology walk of the kelp 
industry at Taobh a Tuath 
Loch Aoineart, where many 
tons of kelp and potash le� 
Uist’s shores for internation-
al markets.

Ceòlas also hosted Gaelic 
author Màrtainn Mac an 
t-Saoir on Sunday evening as 
he launched his new novel, 
Samhradh ’78, about a young 
man who comes to Uist in 
1978 and records exponents 
of the oral tradition.

�ose present at the book 
launch, organised in part-
nership with Luath Press, 
also enjoyed listening to a 
selection of �eld recordings 
made by Màrtainn  in the 
1990s in Uist.

In the evenings, Talla an 
Ìochdair hosted two con-
certs. �e piping concert, 
opened by Ailis Sutherland, 
featured the trio of Ali 
Hutton, Ross Ainslie and 
Jenn Butterworth. �e fam-
ily cèilidh, hosted by Mòrag 
Dhòmhnallach of Radio 
nan  Gàidheal, featured a 
line-up of local musicians, 
many of them under 20.

�e symposium opened 
Sunday a�ernoon with 

the annual mass in Eaglais 
Àird  Choinnich in Ìochdar, 
given by Monsignor Michael 
MacDonald, the parish 
priest. �e symposium was 
then drawn to a close by the 
Rev Ishie MacLean during 
a service in Eaglais �obh’ 
Mòir.

�e Ceòlas symposium was 
generously funded by HIE, 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar and Creative 
Scotland.

Those attending the Ceolas symposium studied seaweed 
on the shore of Loch Sgioport.

Young Gaelic speakers take 
cultural message overseas
Representatives of Ceòlas, 
the Uist-based arts and 
heritage organisation, have 
had an exceptionally busy 
July, travelling to the Willie 
Clancy Summer School in 
Milltown Galway, County 
Clare, and the HIGA 
gathering in Gasteiz, Spain.

As the largest traditional 
music summer school in Ire-
land, attended by thousands 
of students every year, the 
Willie Clancy event provided 
an interesting comparison 
to the much smaller and 
more community-oriented 
Ceòlas summer school, and 
a large potential market for 
international students.

Iain MacDonald, 
Dòmhnall Iain MacDonald, 
Màiri MacInnes and Liam 
Crouse attended the 
school, participating in 
sean-nós dancing and 
Irish language classes and 
attending concerts, joining 

a further contingent of Uist 
and Scottish traditional 
musicians. Dòmhnall Iain 
and Liam showcased 
the steps learned at the 
Sean-nós concert.

The international trade 
mission received support 
from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and Creative 
Scotland.

Liam, Ceòlas’ commu-
nication’s o�cer, also 
attended HIGA 2018, the 
second global summit of 
young speakers of minority 
languages, taking place in 
the Basque country. Also 
representing the Scottish 
Gaelic language was Joe 
Sanders from the University 
of Glasgow.

They joined more than 
70 other participants from 
more than 30 minority 
languages including Basque, 
Saami, Silesian, K’iche and 
others from �ve continents.
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Angus Brendan MacNeil.

MP at arthritis 
awareness event
Western Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil attended an event 
organised by Arthritis 
Research UK in parliament 
on July 11 to hear about life 
with the condition and learn 
how aids and adaptations in 
the home can help people 
live independently.

The event followed the 
launch of Arthritis Research 
UK’s Room to Manoeuvre 
report, which looks at the 
importance of aids and 
adaptations to people with 
arthritis.

MPs tried a variety of home 
aids and heard from people 
with arthritis about how 
aids and adaptations – such 
as grab rails or specialised 
kitchen equipment – have 
changed their lives.

Clean-up volunteers at the 
HOPE project after their 
latest litter trail.

Volunteers 
make a 
clean sweep
Young people and volunteers 
from Oban’s HOPE project 
have been on the litter trail.

Volunteers from HOPE had 
a change of routine last week 
when they swapped their 
usual Wednesday beach 
clean for a sweep of the road 
leading from the new Oban 
High School to Tesco and Lidl 
car parks.

Younger members of the 
group who joined them were 
helping out as part of the 
youth service’s GIVE project, 
where they get rewards of 
trips out or activities in the 
holidays in return for giving 
up time to their community.

Clean-up organiser Tam 
Ferris said: ‘We’ve been glad 
of the extra helping hands. 
They’ve been on three beach 
cleans with us. We thought a 
trail through the town would 
make a change for us and a 
di� erence.’

Islanders urged 
to have say on 
bank’s future
Western Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil has given 
his input to the review which 
will determine the future of 
banking services on Barra 
and is urging local commu-
nities to make their voices 
heard.

� e � rm Johnston 
Carmichael has been appoint-
ed to carry out an independ-
ent review of the branch and 
will make a recommendation 
to RBS on whether the bank 
should remain open or not.

Mr MacNeil said input from 
the local community was cru-
cial to keep banking services 
on Barra.

Speaking a� er his own in-
terview with the � rm, he said: 
‘I was very heartened a� er 
my phone call with Johnston 
Carmichael. 

‘� ey have the power, frank-
ly, to keep the bank open, and 
this makes it important that 
everyone who has a case to 

keep it open makes sure that 
case is heard by Johnston 
Carmichael.

‘� ey will be visiting Barra 
on Monday August 6 and I 
would encourage people to 
get in touch with them to 
make an appointment or to 
submit feedback by email or 
letter.

‘� e case to keep the 
Barra branch open is very 
strong and we also need to 
resume normal hours at 
Lochsboisdale, but we need 
to spell it out for Johnston 
Carmichael. 

‘� ey have the power to 
keep the branch open or not 
and RBS says it will be bound 

by its decision. I would en-
courage everyone who has an 
interest - large or small - from 
the point of view of annual 
cro� ers’ cheques from lamb 
sales to daily businesses or 
any charities  to please get 
involved. Your voice is im-
portant at this stage to keep 
banking services on Barra.’

� e review team will be at 
the RBS branch in Castlebay 
on Monday August 6. To 
book an appointment, call 
01224 259353.

To give your views to 
Johnston Carmichael, email 
R B S br a nc h re v ie w @ jc c a .
co.uk; � ll in an online ques-
tionnaire at www.jcca.co.uk/
rbsbranchreview; or write 
to � e RBS Review Team, 
Johnston Carmichael LLP, 29 
Albyn Place, Aberdeen, AB10 
1YL.

� e deadline for submission 
of views is 5pm on Tuesday 
August 14.
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Have you heard of Isabella 
Bird or Isobel Hutchison, or 
how Scotland’s west coast 
inspired them to explore the 
world?

� eir stories, and 50 more 
of  explorers and scientists, 
are told in a new book, 
� e Great Horizon, by the 
Royal Scottish Geographical 
Society’s  writer-in-residence 
Jo Woolf, who lives at Lunga, 
on the Craignish Peninsula.

Woolf has always had a 
passion for writing, history 
and the natural world, and 
in 2014 she began digging 
into the archives of the 
Royal Scottish Geographical 
Society (RSGS), on a mis-
sion to bring to light some 
half-forgotten � gures in the 
� eld of exploration.

In her own exploration, she 
came across some remark-
able stories of endurance 
and survival, and started to 
piece them together into this 
book, which celebrates the 
society’s ongoing support of 
explorers and scientists.

Her work led her to being 
invited to become writer-
in-residence at the RSGS  in 
2016.

When the society started 
in 1884, there remained 
blank areas on the world 
map that curious, intrepid 
men and women set out 
to explore. Woolf ’s book, 
a who’s who of adventure, 
tells remarkable stories of 
endurance and survival 
dug up from the society’s 
archives.

It portraits the famous and 
forgotten, from Shackleton, 

Scott, Livingstone, Mallory, 
Dame Freya Stark and 
Michael Palin, to Annie 
Taylor, Frederick Marshman 
Bailey and Hubert Wilkins, 
who repeatedly cheated 
death from � ring squads, 
cannibals, airplane crashes 
and polar storms.

One reviewer writes: 
‘� eir fearless journeys 
helped us unlock many of 
the mysteries of the wildest 
parts of our world, and gave 
us an understanding of what 
it is like to be faced with the 
most terrible conditions and 

still have the determination 
and grit to carry on.’

� e Scottish Mountaineer 
added: ‘We get an inkling of 
what drove these pioneers, 
how they engaged with the 
people they met, and what 
it would have been like to 
journey alongside them.’

We discover Borge 
Ousland always packed an 
almond cake as a treat for his 
solitary polar expeditions, 
or a photograph of Fanny 
Bullock Workman on the 
Karakoram Siachen Glacier 
in 1912, holding a sign for 
the su� ragette movement.

We also learn about plant 
collector Isobel Wylie 
Hutchison and how Tiree 
gave her the con� dence 
to explore the Arctic, and 
about Mull explorer and 
photographer Isabella Lucy 

Women and men
Jo Woolf uncovered some 
remarkable stories of 
exploration in the Royal 
Scottish Geographical 
Society’s archives.

Pupils’ hi-vis boost 
due to trust donation
� e Argyll and Bute Trust 
is celebrating its 40th year 
by providing every primary 
one pupil in the region 
with a hi-viz vest.

� e trust was originally 
set up in 1977 to honour 
the Queen’s silver jubilee, 
before receiving its charter 
in 1978. 

It was only intended to be 
a temporary organisation, 
but, owing to the com-
mitment of the original 
trustees and those who fol-
lowed, the trust has gone 
from strength to strength 
and is about to celebrate 

its ruby anniversary. To 
celebrate the anniversary, 
the trust met in Oban’s 
Royal Hotel, where a 
grant of £2,500 was  given 
to Toward Sailing Club, 
which will allow the club to 
purchase new equipment 
to bene� t those interested 
in taking up the sport.

� e chairman of the 
trust, Dan Edgar, said: 
‘I derive much personal 
pleasure in assisting the 
work of the Argyll and 
Bute Trust and hope to 
do so for some time in the 
future.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Councillor Elaine Robertson (Oban) and Jim Findlay 
(Bute) with Alasdair Gillies MBE. 16_t29_ArgyllandButeTrust01



� e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August 2018 NEWS  15

OT

who conquered the world
Bird (1831-1904), the � rst 
woman fellow of the RSGS, 
who rebelled against Tober-
mory’s wet and windy 
climate, sailing in a leaking, 
infested vessel for Hawaii.

‘When a hurricane in� icted 
extreme nausea on most of 
the passengers, Isabella was 
unfazed,’ Woolf explains. 
‘She helped to nurse one of 
her fellow passengers, read 
some Tennyson, got out her 
sewing and occupied her 
idle moments by killing 
cockroaches with a slipper. 
Life was starting to get 
interesting.’

Ashore, Bird gathered a 
small exploring party, the 
ladies armed with umbrellas 
against the warm tropical 
rain, and set o�  up the vol-
cano of Kilauea.

Woolf writes in the book: 
‘Several times Isabella fell 
through the cooling crust 
into holes of sulphurous 
steam, burning holes in her 
gloves as she raised herself 
out. She had found freedom 
and it was exhilarating.

‘Isabella’s journals glowed 
with the joy of discovery, 

discomforts only adding 
spice to the mix. She rode 
a yak over a Tibetan moun-
tain summit in falling snow 
and traversed raging rivers 
in boats made of bamboo.

‘Isabella’s life o� en hung 

by a thread, she carried a 
medicine chest as well as a 
revolver. She strapped her 
camera under a travelling 
chair, and developed photo-
graphic plates under the 
dark night sky.’

Bird wrote: ‘� e tripod 
of my camera served for a
candle stand, and on it I 
hung my clothes and boots 
at night, out of the way of 
rats. 

‘With absolute security 

from vermin, all else can be 
cheerfully endured.’

‘Writing about her experi-
ences gave her purpose, and 
her books received world-
wide acclaim,’ Woolf writes. 
‘Her images capture a way of 
life that existed before the 
permeating in� uence of the 
western world.’

� e book also introduces 
William Speirs Bruce, who 
led the Scottish National 
Antarctic Expedition, which 
explored 4,000 miles on 
uncharted ocean, recorded 
1,000 species, and discov-
ered Coats Land.

A� er training for a year at 
the top of Ben Nevis, Bruce’s 
ex-Norwegian whaler Scotia 
slipped her moorings on the 
Clyde in 1902, the strains 
of Auld Lang Syne � oating 
over the water, bound for 
the bottom of the world.

Stuck fast in ice in Scotia 
Bay in the South Orkneys, 
375 miles from Antarctica, 
the expedition quarried rock 
in frozen ground to build 
a magnetic observatory, 
modelled on a Highland 
but and ben, and named it 

Omond House a� er Robert 
Trail Omond, the Ben 
Nevis weather station’s � rst 
superintendent.

Celebrating midwinter, 
they opened a barrel of por-
ter gi� ed by the Guinness 
Brewery, only to � nd it 
had separated into ice and 
extremely potent alcohol. It 
went down in history as ‘� e 
Night of the Porter Supper’.

Bruce established the con-
tinent’s � rst meteorological 
station, whose recordings 
continue to this day. Scotia 
sailed back into Millport, 
the Isle of Cumbrae, on 
July 21, 1904, carrying 
Scotland’s modest and 
humble Antarctic hero.

In bringing together these 
stories of classic heroes of 
exploration, such as Scott 
and Livingstone alongside 
lesser-known names, Woolf ’s 
book sheds new light on the 
art of exploration as it devel-
ops into the 21st century.

� e book is published 
by Sandstone Press and 
is available from all good 
bookshops, including 
Waterstone’s in Oban.

Explorer and photographer Isabella Bird and Arctic explorer and plant collector Isobel 
Wylie Hutchison, who both de� ed convention of the time.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August 2018 NEWS  17

OT

Ballet West has celebrated its latest graduation ceremony. For the � rst time in the eight years that the ballet school has been delivering graduate courses, the ceremony was held at 
its own premises in Taynuilt. There were 22 students who graduated with BA (Hons) degrees validated  by the Open University. 

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

� e live music scene in the 
Highlands and Islands has 
never been as vibrant and the 
upward trajectory shows no 
sign of levelling out.

� e number of events, the 
number of bands and the sizes 
of the crowds are growing at 
an accelerating rate and it is 
astonishing to witness.

In the past seven weeks, we 
have had Oban Live, Tiree 
Music Festival, Hebridean 
Celtic Festival, Eilean Dorcha 
Festival, Butefest and Speyfest  
and more. 

Still to come are Belladrum, 
Mull of Kintyre Music 
Festival, Best of the West, Jura 

Music Festival, Loopallu and 
numerous others.

As well as festivals, there are 
a host of individual gigs.

Despite the number of 
events, the crossover of bands 
and occasional clashing of 
dates, the festivals and stan-
dalone gigs are selling out or 
drawing near capacity crowds.

� e numbers involved 

would have been unheard 
of for Highland music, even 
just a few years ago. Although 
there are some mainstream 
acts at these events, the bulk 
of the music is coming from 
Highland bands.

For many years, I have been 
convinced that, given the 
richness of the indigenous 
musical tradition in the 

Highlands, it has existed, at 
least during my lifetime, very 
much below its potential. 

Until recently, I would not 
have predicted this potential 
ever being realised as I saw 
the pressures of the mass me-
dia  modern world moving to 
� atten and engulf the cultures 
of marginal populations.

However, like many sudden 
and monumental changes 
in life, it has been li� ed  ex-
ponentially by multiple 
factors, related and unrelated, 
combining and merging at 
the right times and the result 
has been something totally 
unpredictable and wonderful. 

At the moment, music is 
leading the way in the renais-
sance of Highland culture 
and identity, but for that 
resurgence to have any deep 
meaning and signi� cance for 
the future of Gaelic, the lan-
guage must come along with it 
and populations must remain 
and grow in the geographic 
heartlands of that culture.

In the 1970s and 1980s, 
statistical projections would 
almost certainly have 
predicted  the demise of 
Highland music. However, 
a fairly small number of 
groups, bodies,  bands and 
individuals, along with the 

unlimited power of good 
fortune and compound e� ect, 
have completely blown these 
predictions out of the water.

� e o� en-quoted and 
variously sourced statistics 
over many years showing the 
inevitable death of Gaelic as a 
living language can similarly 
be blown out the of water.

Our future is in our own 
hands and we can choose to 
fade into the past or choose to 
survive. 

When the issue is distilled 
down to its core  elements, it 
is a simple choice, but it is an 
important one. And the right 
decision is glaringly obvious.
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Budding comic strip 
artists Ben Cooper, eight, 
and three-year-old Kubar 
Cichocki  joined in summer 
fun at Oban Library.

� e youngsters were taking 
part in one of the activities 
being organised as part of 
this year’s Tesco Summer 
Reading Challenge.

� e theme for 2018 is 
Mischief Makers, giving a 
nod to top comic character 
Dennis the Menace, who 
celebrates his 80th birthday 
this year.

As part of the challenge, 
children taking part have to 
read six books in the school 
holidays. At the end of the 
break, they will be rewarded 
with medals and certi� cates 
to show back at school, said 
library supervisor Susan 
Nicholson.

Ben and Kubar were 
pictured by � e Oban Times 
making their own comic 
strips as part of a comic cra�  
workshop.

Mischief 
makers’ 
reading 
challenge

Ben Cooper and Kuba 
Cichocki have fun at Oban 
Library.

Kirsten helps keep physio 
department on the move
� e Oban Times is running a 
series of articles championing 
the work carried out by Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) in 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles. Each 
article features 
a service provided by the 
HSCP and focuses on the sta�  
providing that service and 
the role they play in making 
a positive di� erence to people 
living in Oban and surround-
ing areas. � is week we look at 
the work of Kirsten Barr.

Kirsten Barr is Argyll and 
Bute’s HSCP physiotherapist 
assistant/administrator based 
in the physiotherapy depart-
ment at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital in Oban. 

She has eight years of 
service with the NHS and 
has experience of working 
in various departments and 
clinical settings. Kirsten has 
been in her current role for 
12 months, which includes 
assisting physiotherapists and 
maintaining internal physio-
therapy management systems.

Physiotherapy is provided 
by specially-trained and 
regulated physiotherapists, 
who help to restore movement 
and function when someone 
is a� ected by injury, illness or 
disability. Physiotherapy can 
also help to reduce your risk of 
injury or illness in the future. 

many years of experience and 
training that has developed 
my strong organisational and 
customer service skills.  

‘I really enjoy taking the 
time to get to know patients, 
as this helps me to improve 
patient-centred care for 
them.  I try my best to ensure 
patients, families and carers 
are dealt with in a polite and 
professional way.  

‘When patients are dis-
charged from the service, 
saying goodbye is really re-
warding and can be � lled with 

Kirsten helps ensure the department runs like clockwork.

It can be helpful for people 
of all ages with a wide range of 
health conditions, including 
problems a� ecting bones, 
joints and so�  tissue, such as 
back pain, neck pain, shoulder 
pain and sports injuries.

It can also help with:
� Brain or nervous system – 

such as movement problems 
resulting from a stroke, mul-
tiple sclerosis or Parkinson’s 
disease.

� Heart and circulation – 
such as rehabilitation a� er a 
heart attack.

� Lungs and breathing – 
such as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease and cystic 
� brosis.

Some of the main approach-
es used by physiotherapists 
include general education 
and advice about things that 
can help people improve their 
daily lives, such as posture, 
li� ing correctly or carrying 
techniques that help prevent 
injuries, movement, tailored 
exercise and physical activity 
advice to improve patients’ 
general health and mobility 

to strengthen speci� c parts of 
the body.  � e physiotherapists 
also uses their hands to help 
relieve pain and sti� ness and 
to encourage better movement 
of the body. 

Kirsten’s day begins by log-
ging on to the NHS internal 
network and taking control 
of the department telephones, 
health information records 
and associated admin duties.  

Early morning is the most 
challenging part of the day, as 
it includes dealing with a wide 
range of patient and health 
and social care sta�  inquiries. 
� e use of digital technology 
and internal management sys-
tems ensure the co-ordination 
of the physiotherapy team is 
managed professionally. 

Kirsten also greets patients, 
carers and family members, 
ensuring they are directed ap-
propriately  within the phys-
iotherapy department. She 
provides a complete reception 
service for all outpatients, 
including checking patient de-
tails on arrival at out-patient 
clinics. Kirsten updates and 
amends patients’ personal 
details, ensuring accuracy 
of data. She also ensures all 
patients receive further ap-
pointments if required.

Kirsten said: ‘Working in a 
front-facing role in clinical en-
vironments can be extremely 
busy and demanding. I have 

excitement for the patient and 
also sadness I won’t get to see 
them again.’ 

Kirsten enjoys working and 
living in Oban and cannot 
think of a better place to raise 
her family and highlighted 
the enjoyment and bene� ts of 
open green spaces, fresh air 
and the beautiful scenic sur-
roundings. � ere are always 
local community events, ac-
tivities and outdoor pursuits 
that encourage all the family 
to remain socially included 
and active.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August 2018 NEWS  19

OT

Library project showcased
An Tobar creative book-making workshop with experts Jo Caskie and Mhairi Killin. A workshop was held at Salen with local Gaelic speaker and author Mairi MacArthur.

Mull, Iona and Oban schools 
and community groups have 
been enjoying workshops 
as part of  the Iona Abbey 
library project since April 
2017.

Now the culmination of 
all their creativity has been 
showcased in an exhibition 
on Iona.

�e Abbey Chapter House, 
where Benedictine monks 
read from the Rule of St 
Benedict, hosted terracotta 
monuments, handmade 

books, pen and ink paintings 
of steamships, illuminated 
manuscripts and art and 
artefacts inspired by the ab-
bey and books in the library.

Children aged between 
eight and 12 years have been 
involved at a number of 
primaries from small schools 
such as Lochdonhead to larg-
er ones like Tobermory, with 
a special Gaelic workshop at 
Salen Gaelic-medium unit 
with local Gaelic speaker and 
author Mairi MacArthur.

�e manuscripts workshop 
saw the children learning  
about early Ogham and 
Runic writing, with the 
chance to make their own 
manuscripts using dip pens 
and writing in old founda-
tion hand script.

�ere were also workshops 
on monuments, looking at 
the use of ancient symbols 
and patterns found on cross 
slabs, standing stones and 
high crosses, with the 
children creating their own 

monuments from terracotta 
clay.

Other workshops enabled 
pupils to return to the age 
of the old steamships, horse-
drawn transport and the �rst 
hotel and tourist facilities. 

Fascinating facts included 
a hotel menu for boiled pigs’ 
heads, which beat school 
dinners hands down.

�e project also focused on 
repairing and restoring old 
books in the abbey library 
and refurbishing  the library 

room to house the new Iona 
Abbey Heritage Collection, 
which should be ready to 
receive visits from school 
groups in September this 
year.

�e Iona Cathedral Trust 
has been running the project 
which is Heritage Lottery 
Funded, as part of its com-
mitment to engaging with 
local communities to share 
the local heritage and history 
of the ancient monuments 
they look a�er for the nation.

Ancient symbols were 
studied.

Lochdonhead youngsters attended a workshop on 
monuments.

Visitors peruse the artefacts on show at the exhibition in 
Iona Abbey.

Tobermory Primary School pupils were involved in the 
library project.

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848 

www.macqueenbros.com
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, 
post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or in High Street, Fort 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

A well-deserved 
boost for Oban’s 
Phoenix Cinema
It has been – mostly so far at least – a 
cracking summer of warm, sunny 
weather.

However, it is, curiously enough, not 
always a positive thing. Indeed, for 
some businesses and organisations, the 
hot conditions indicate a downturn in 
footfall.

One such operation has been Oban’s 
Phoenix Cinema.

It is a fact of life that glorious weather 
attracts people to the outdoors rather 
than persuading them through the 
portals of the cinema.

So it is excellent news, as we report 
on page eight of this week’s newspaper, 
that the cinema is enjoying a resurgence 
thanks to the arrival of the summer 
blockbuster movie Mamma Mia! Here We 
Go Again.

� e popularity of the � lm is providing 
a very welcome boost to the cinema’s 
income, and it could not have come at a 
better time.

� e building is in need of a number 
of repairs and improvements so the 
additional funds will be earmarked 
for those works as part of the cinema’s 
ongoing investment programme.

� e repairs fund has been boosted 
already by donations given in return for 
drinks at the � lm’s opening night last 
Friday, so well done to those who have put 
their hands in their pockets.

� e cinema is a jewel in Oban’s crown 
and deserves the fullest support from the 
community. 

History of Rodger family’s 
ties to Fort William
You published a photograph in your issue of 
July 19 of Rodger’s tearoom with a request for 
information.

My great-grandmother was Isabella (Bella) 
Rodger, the widow of Robert Rodger.

She moved to Fort William from Glasgow 
around 1900. Bella was a housekeeper at that 
time in Fort William. Her family of three sons 
and a daughter made Fort William their home 
and they lived in Gordon Square.

Before Isabella returned to Glasgow, she 
was the tenant of this restaurant in High 
Street. She returned to Glasgow and died in 
Dumbarton in 1931.

Robert was the eldest son and worked as 
plumber for Robert Harper in the High 
Street. Robert’s son, also Robert, married Joan 
MacLean, who came from Patna in Ayrshire.

Joan went on to become the cook at the 
Observatory Hotel, sometimes known as the 
Temperance Hotel, on the summit of Ben 
Nevis. � e recent photograph in your news-
paper shows Robert and Joan standing outside 
the restaurant in High Street.

Robert and Joan had one child, a daughter 
named Elizabeth Mary, who went on to marry 
Charlie Duncan, and was known locally as 
Bessie Rodger or Bessie Duncan. 

William was the second son, and at the 
time of his marriage in 1915 to Jane Walker 
Haddow, he was a licensed grocer in High 
Street. At one stage he was the tenant of 
premises in West End Terrace and Ben Nevis 
Terrace. William and his wife lived in Linnhe 
Road and he died in 1933.

� ey had three sons: Robert, James (Jim) 
and William (Bill), who died at sea during the 
second World War. � ey also had � ve daugh-
ters: Helen (Nellie), Isabella (Bella), Jessie, 
Jean and Annie. Of these, Jean Bayli�  (nee 
Rodger) still lives in Caol. Annie Clarkson 
(nee Rodger) lives in Victoria, Australia. � e 
other daughters Helen, Jessie and Isabella are 
now deceased.

� e third of the sons was James (known as 
Jimmy), who was born in Calton, Glasgow, in 
1876 and became a plumber. He died in his 100th 
year in 1976, in Fort William. He and his wife 
had four sons and two daughters. Local identi-
ties in this family include ‘Pasha’ and ‘Sunshine’ 
Rodger, and other sons were Robert and Duncan 
and two daughters, Jean and Annie.

Jean Bayli� , Bill Rodger, Robert (Bobby) 
Duncan and many more descendants from 
these three sons are still living in the UK, 
Australia, the USA and also here in Fort 
William and Inverness.

Bill Rodger,
by email.

New charges are causing 
outbreak of ‘wild parking’
� e new parking arrangement in the town 
have recently been described as shambolic and 
diabolical, and I must agree.

I have noticed over the past few weeks that 
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the once-free car parks at Lochavullin and 
Altantis are almost empty.

One morning at 10am last week there were 
seven cars in the Lochavullin car park, when 
in the past this would have been full or almost 
full.

� e new parking arrangements have 
only created ‘wild parking’ in areas such 
as Glencruitten Road, Gallanach Road, 
Lochavullin Road, Rock� eld Road, the hospi-
tal car park, the South Pier private car park, to 
name but a few.

� is wild parking causes problems for 
both other vehicles using the road as well as 
pedestrians as in many of these areas there are 
no pavements. Only last week I had to reverse 
about 50 metres in Glencruitten Road a� er 
meeting a service bus, which was di�  cult 
because of pedestrians.

I am told   that the parking is so severe in 
Gallanach Road that emergency vehicles 
would have di�  culty getting through.

However, I note from recent articles in the 
newspaper about parking for those going to 
spend a few days on the islands and must say 
that if I travel  from Glasgow Airport I do not 
abandon my car in some side street in Paisley, 
but pay for long-stay parking and I cannot 
understand why everyone expects to pay 

nothing. I would ask Argyll and Bute Council 
to consider reinstating the two free car parks, 
which would give facilities for those working 
in the town and visitors who are travelling 
further a� eld

May Tosh,
by email.

Plastics are so damaging to 
our sea and marine life
� e letter from the keen sea angler (� e Oban 
Times, July 19) concerning the topic of disap-
pearing � sh could have been written by one of 
the endangered common seals living near my 
home on a quiet loch in Argyll.

� e di� erence, which is vast indeed, is that 
the seal needs those � sh to survive, while we 
human animals can simply pop into a local 
superemarket, � ll up on cheap food in plastic 
packaging then toss whatever we don’t need 
casually into a bin which will, most likely, end 
up in the sea – polluting the waters that many 
an endangered species depend on for life.

It ba�  es me that we, the human species, 
can’t seem to grasp the urgency to change our 
habits - habits we cling to because it is just too 
inconvenient to go without the plastic bottle, 
plastic straw, plastic bags.
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LOCH AWE

HELENSBURGH
Tenants are being sought to take over the run-
ning of the new pavilion at Hermitage Park in 
Helensburgh.

� e chance to run the pavilion’s new cafe at 
the refurbished Helensburgh park is on o� er, 
too.

Argyll and Bute Council has asked would-be 
occupants are able to commit to a 10-year lease 
of the ground-breaking structure – thought to 
be the � rst non-domestic building in Scotland 
built to ‘Passivhaus’ energy-saving standards.

� e pavilion, which will also include com-
munity meeting space, will be the centrepiece 
of the park’s £3.3 million regeneration, due to 
be completed later this year.

Prospective tenants for the pavilion are also 
asked to take responsibility for the mainte-
nance of the public toilets from 8am to 6pm in 
summer and 9pm to 4pm in winter.

But they will have the option of whether to 
man the kiosk themselves, or to delegate it to 
someone else via a separate lease.

Anyone interested in applying to run the 
pavilion is asked to contact the estates depart-
ment at Argyll and Bute Council on estates@
argyll-bute.gov.uk or telephone 01436 658957.

A man from Switzerland has swum the length 
of Loch Awe in what might be a record time.

Martyn Webster completed the 23.9-mile 
swim in 13 hours, 30 minutes and 37 seconds.

He is waiting for con� rmation of his record 
by the  British Long Distance Swimming 
Association.

Martyn started at Torran Bay and � nished at 
Kilchurn Rail Bridge.

Martyn, an experienced long-distance 
swimmer who has completed swims around 
Manhattan Island and  across the Straits of 
Gibraltar, said he found this swim ‘tougher 
than the English Channel’.

His support boat was hired from  Cli�  and 
Janet at Loch Awe Boats, Ardbrecknish.

Baby named after ambulance 
technician who helped delivery

Arrochar guest house is gold standard
A 19th-century house in the heart of Loch 
Lomond has been awarded a four-star gold 
award by VisitScotland.

Ash� eld House in Arrochar was upgraded 
from four stars by the national tourism or-
ganisation’s Quality Assurance (QA) Scheme 
in recognition of its excellent standards and 
outstanding customer service.

Cristina Sanchez-Navarro, who runs the 
accommodation, moved to the UK from 
New Orleans 15 years ago having always 
been drawn to Scotland.

In 2015, she and her husband decided to 
leave their jobs and home in London so she 
could begin their new adventure of operat-
ing a bed and breakfast in Argyll.

Cristina said: ‘I am thrilled to receive this 
award. Hospitality is in my blood and I’ve al-
ways strived to give guests the best experience 
possible. I’ve been determined to achieve the 
Gold award since my � rst assessment so it’s 
wonderful to get this recognition.’

David Adams McGilp, VisitScotland 

regional director, added: ‘Congratulations 
to Ash� eld House on this fantastic achieve-
ment. Scotland is renowned for being a 
warm and welcoming country and it’s great 
to see a local B&B owner going the extra mile 
to ensure our reputation is well maintained. 
Cristina is a credit to the region and to 
Scottish tourism.

‘Our Quality Assurance Scheme is 

world-leading and provides a trusted, inde-
pendent and impartial source of information 
for visitors. 

‘It is about much more than just a star 
rating. 

‘It is about the entire visitor experience 
and investing in the business to make it as 
economically sustainable and pro� table as it 
can be.’

Cristina 
Sanchez-
Navarro, 
owner of 
Ash� eld House, 
and David 
Adams McGilp, 
VisitScotland 
regional 
director.

A Garelochhead couple  have 
named their newborn 
daughter a� er the Scottish 
Ambulance Service emer-
gency responder who helped 
deliver the baby.

Phill and Michelle Douglas 
have given their daughter 
Ashley the middle name 
Rachel as a thank you to tech-
nician Rachel Mackie, who 
was dispatched from Arrochar station.

‘Rachel was in the back of the ambulance 
looking a� er Michelle,’ Phill said. ‘She asked 
Darren [her colleague] to pull over because 
the baby’s head was out. Darren pulled over – 
incredibly, right across the road from Victoria 
Hall, where we’d got married.

‘� ey were both amazing and 
just made the birth perfect. Not 
only do they save lives, they 
help bring them into the world.

‘� is is something we will 
never forget. Everyone was 
amazing.’

Rachel, who has been with 
the ambulance service for 11 
years, described the family’s 
gesture as an ‘honour’.

She also added it was her � rst time delivering 
a child. 

‘It was a brilliant � rst experience for me,’ 
said Rachel. 

‘I could not get a better experience. I’ve been 
a technician for 11 years and had never man-
aged a delivery. It was Darren’s ninth.’

Rachel 
Mackie 
with baby 
Ashley, 
whose 
middle 
name is 
Rachel, 
and, right, 
Phill 
and 
Michelle 
Douglas.
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At random

BARRA

� e � rst play park on the isle of Colonsay was 
o�  cially opened last week.

Councillor Robin Currie joined an eager 
group of children and adults to say a few 
words of congratulations before cutting the 
ribbon.

� ere was a rush as children poured 
through the gate to play on the equipment, 
supplied by Caledonia Play, while the adults 
enjoyed a barbecue and cakes.

It was not long before the park was full of 
the sound of happy children, visitors and 
locals. � e adults had to wait for their turn 
on the swings, see-saw and basket swing.

‘� is is so important for Colonsay,’ said one 
local parent. ‘� e whole island is a natural 
playground, but this brings children togeth-
er. � ey’re making new friends already.’

A spokesperson said: ‘� e playpark 
committee and local development o�  cers, 
supported by Colonsay Community 
Development Company, have worked   hard 
to make this happen.

‘It will be a great asset for the island and 
an enhancement to the beautiful community 
garden it sits within.’

First playpark on Colonsay opens

Councillor Robin Currie cuts the ribbon at a barbecue and cake stall celebration. 

Islay RNLI to hold 
fundraising open day

Sensible decision
I was delighted to see an outbreak of common 
sense last week when Argyll and Bute Council 
was told in no uncertain terms to take a 
running jump a� er pursuing a driver for an 
unpaid parking ticket.

� e problem was the driver had tried to pay 
for parking but the meters at the time did not 
take the new £1 coins. 

Furthermore, the woman had le�  an 
explanatory note on her dashboard – along 
with the coins she had attempted to use – but 
was still given a ticket.

She appealed against it but the council 
insisted she had to pay. 

� e lady went to the parking adjudicator in 
Edinburgh who backed her by ruling that the 
meters were not � t for purpose.

What has this cost the council? How much 
money has been squandered in trying to chase 
a motorist who did her best to pay but was 
thwarted by council bureaucracy?

And while I’m on about parking, I’m hearing 
more and more complaints from Oban people 
whose residential streets – many of them 
narrow – are being crowded or blocked by 
long-stay parked cars.

One was highlighted last week on the 
Information Oban Facebook page because a 
householder had been forced to trim his hedge 
round a car that had been parked outside his 
home for weeks.  � e householder had no idea 
whose vehicle it was.

� is has arisen, of course, by a lack of long-
stay parking options since the new charging 
regime was introduced. 

People coming into Oban for work or visitors 
heading out to the islands have resorted to 
abandoning their vehicles in residential areas 
because there is nowhere else for them to park.

As I said a couple of weeks ago, the new 
system is just not working.  Sadly, it does not 
look like there will be a solution any time 
soon.

A multi-storey car park, that o� ers long-stay 
options would seem the most sensible solution, 
with Lochavuillin car and coach park a central 
and obvious site. So what about it?

Let me know if have been a� ected. Write to 
me or call the number below.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Islay lifeboat was called out on � ursday July 
26 to help a 14-metre yacht that had lost power 
and was dri� ing.

At 5.50pm, Belfast Coastguard called on the 
Islay RNLI to go to the aid of the yacht as it 
dri� ed o�  the north-east end of Gigha in good 
visibility but a strong wind.

� e Helmut Schroder of Dunlossit II was 
launched at 6.15pm with a crew of seven on 
board and made good time to the disabled 
vessel.

On arrival at the scene, it was discovered that 
there was a rope around the yacht’s propeller 
so it was taken in tow. She was safely brought 
to Kennacraig where she was met by Tarbert 
Coastguard who had also been alerted.

� e call-out followed one on Saturday July 14 
when the lifeboat was asked to  go to a yacht 
that was reported to be taking in water a� er 
hitting a reef in Loch Tarbert on Jura.

On arrival it was discovered the yacht was 
at her moorings, the crew safely ashore but, 
before a pump could be put on board, the 
yacht sank.

� ese incidents illustrate how important the 
RNLI lifeboat is for saving lives at sea around 
the coast but it must be remembered the RNLI 
is a volunteer organisation totally dependent 
on donations to fund its operations, so every-
one is invited to the Islay RNLI open day on 
Sunday August 5 at Port Askaig to have fun 
and help with donations.

More children across the north of Scotland 
will be out playing in their communities this 
summer a� er charities received a funding 
boost.  

Nineteen charities have received money to 
increase outdoor play opportunities, includ-
ing one on Barra, through � rive Outdoors, 
a programme run by Inspiring Scotland and 
supported by the Scottish Government.

� e funded sessions are delivered locally in 
community spaces such as parks, playgrounds, 
streets and woodlands by trained play workers 
who support and encourage the children while 
providing reassuring adult supervision. � e 
sessions are unstructured and child-led.

� e chosen charities are already o� ering 
free play sessions throughout Scotland and 
will continue over the summer holidays and 
during school breaks later in the year.

Outdoor play is invaluable to support 
children’s health through increasing physical 
activity and helps boost learning.
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OUTDOORS
Isles MSP 
praises project 
to help seabirds
Western Isles MSP Alasdair Allan 
recently visited the Shiant Isles to see 
the work done to improve conditions 
for nesting seabirds.

The Shiant Isles are one of the most 
important breeding colonies for 
seabirds in Europe and play host to one 
of Britain’s largest pu�  n colonies.

The visit was organised by the 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

(RSPB) Scotland. 
During the trip, Dr 
Allan, pictured, was 
shown the e� ects 
of the Shiant Isles 
Recovery Project, 
designed to make 
the islands safe for 
nesting seabirds 
by eliminating 
the invasive, 
non-native black 

rats found on the islands. The Shiants 
were o�  cially declared rat-free earlier 
this year.

Dr Allan is the species champion 
for the Manx shearwater, one of the 
seabirds being encouraged to nest on 
the Shiant Isles.

Dr Allan said: ‘The Shiants are a 
spectacular place and an important part 
of the natural and cultural heritage of 
the Western Isles.

‘The work which the RSPB, volunteers, 
Scottish and European agencies have 
done to enhance the three islands is to 
be applauded. As I got a chance to see 
for myself when I visited, work has been 
successfully completed to remove black 
rats from the islands, which has allowed 
the population of a number of species 
of seabirds to recover.

‘The Shiants are of increasing impor-
tance to the visitor economy in Harris, 
so the work that has been done will also 
have an economic impact.’

Argyll is one of the top 10 places in Britain for 
seeing sharks, according to new research.

A new Shark Map of Britain estimates there 
may be more than 10 million small sharks and 
100,000 larger sharks in British waters. � ese 
include thresher, basking and nursehound 
sharks.

Cornwall has been named as the UK’s 
current shark hot spot, with at least 20 species 
found o�  its coast, followed by the Scilly Isles 
and Devon. Argyll makes the list at number 
nine, with Inverness-shire squeezing in at 
number 10.

Britain’s top 10 locations for shark spotting 
are Cornwall, the Scilly Isles, Devon, Isle of Wi
ght, Pembrokeshire, Caernarfonshire, Angles
ey, the Isle of Man, Argyll and Inverness-shire.

And the research shows new species could be 
heading our way as a result of global warming.

Hammerheads, blacktips and sand tiger 
sharks could be heading to UK shores and may 
inhabit Britain’s coastal waters in the next 30 
years.

� e new study reveals Britain’s current and 
future shark population. It predicts the rise 
of sea temperatures and the impact of climate 
change could mean non-indigenous species of 
sharks from the Mediterranean making their 
way to the British coastline by 2050.

� e research project, Nat Geo WILD, com-
missioned Dr Ken Collins, former adminis-
trator of the UK Shark Tagging Programme 
and senior research fellow at the University 
of Southampton, maps the future of Britain’s 
shark population.

Dr Collins, who is based at the National 
Oceanography Centre, Southampton, said: 
‘It’s likely we will be seeing more sharks from 
warmer regions such as the Mediterranean 
towards our waters in the UK over the next 30 
years. � ese include blacktips, sand tigers and 
hammerheads, which are currently found o�  
the coasts of Spain and Portugal.’

Dr Collins added: ‘� ere is considerable de-
bate as to whether we have great white sharks 

Argyll one of top 10 
places to see sharks

in UK waters. I see no reason why not. � ey 
live in colder waters o�  South Africa and have 
a favourite food source - seals. 

‘� e only argument against there being great 
white sharks in our waters is that numbers 
worldwide are declining so the chances of 
seeing one around the UK fall year by year.

‘While the potential number of shark species 
around the UK may increase in the next few 
decades, the overall number of sharks (espe-
cially the larger ones) will fall as a result of 
over� shing, plastic waste and climate change. 
It’s really important we work together to 
prevent a premature extinction of these won-
derful creatures.’

Nearly eight in 10 - 79 per cent - recent shark 
sightings in the UK have been of the basking 
shark, although three sightings of blue sharks 
have been reported in the past two years o�  
the British coast, as well as two sightings of 
porbeagle sharks, which are o� en mistaken 
for great whites.

In a survey of 2,000 British adults by Nat Geo 
WILD to celebrate Sharkfest, it was found four 
in 10 Britons su� er an irrational fear of sharks 
while swimming in the sea.

The Shark Map of Britain details where and 
what type of sharks are around and says 
hammerheads could be on the way.

01397 874000 whc.uhi.ac.uk

apply now!
Portree, Broadford, Auchtertyre, Mallaig, Fort William

for autumn start 
Kilchoan, Kinlochleven, Gairloch, Strontian & Ullapool

@

Your local college  
centre can offer part 

 time and flexible  
study options  
- give us a call!

#thinkwestisbest

Thinking…

>  about your future? 

>  of a new career?

> of combining work  
and learning?

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Exam Results 2018 - What Next 
- Get Help Taking Your Next Step
Whatever your results, our helpful team can 
help you explore all your options.
Didn’t get the results you were expecting, 
we can help you explore other options.
Haven’t yet applied to College – there is still 
time, we have a wide variety of courses at all 
levels, both full and part time with spaces
No appointment needed, just turn up. Can’t 
attend this date, no problem, call or pop into 
any of our learning centres where a member 
of our team can help.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August 2018 29

Send us your outdoor news by emailing
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and people can try before 
they buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Saturday August 4 
A’ Chralaig and Mullach 
Fraoch-choire, Loch Cluanie
An eight-kilometre long high-level 
ridge lies S to N between Loch Cluanie 
and Glen A� ric. These two
Munros are its highest points. Splendid 
views of a huge area of highland 
wilderness.

Park in the layby about 1 km E of the 
Cluanie inn, NH804119. Return E on the 
road over the bridge and turn into the 
track heading N up An Caorann Mor. 
Climb the steep slopes NE to meet the S 
ridge of A’Chralaig at alt 800m. 

Turn N and follow the ridge up to 
the summit, 1120m. Continue N on 
this grassy ridge to the top Stob Coire 
na Craileig 1008m. Turn NE and follow 
the narrowing ridge, curving N with 
some easy scrambling, to the summit of 
Mullach Fraoch-choire. Return S to the 
col, 949m, before Stob Coire na Craileig 
and drop NW into Coire Odhar. Lower 
down, head W then SW to reach the 
path near the lochan at the watershed 
at the head of An Caorann Mor. Follow 
the path S back to the start. 

Grade: S; Distance: 15km; Height to 
climb: 1200m; Map(s): LR33/34, EX414.

Meet at: Fort William Woollen Mill at 
8.30am. Start of walk at 9.30am. Leader: 
Stephen Mardon 01349 865881 or 
07522 956789.
Thursday August 9
Glais Bheinn and the Table of Lorn, 
Lochaline
A walk through an interesting 
landscape in a remote corner of 
Morvern. Splendid views over the
Sound of Mull and Firth of Lorn.

Start at the end of the public road 
at Ardtornish Gardens, NM704473, 
where parking is available. Walk SE 
past some estate buildings, then turn 
S, up through a band of deciduous 
woodland, to reach the open hillside. 

Continue S up the � ank of Goirtain 
Dearg to its summit, 288m. Turn SE 
and head up to the summit of Glais 
Bheinn, 479m. Descend E to a small col 
and climb up to the to An Dunan, the 
Table of Lorn, 421m. Descend to the S, 
keeping to the W side of the Dearg Allt 

and out of its gorge. When the ground 
steepens, turn W and follow the crest 
of the escarpment of Aoineadh Mor, 
keeping N of the fence line where the 
Quarry Burn plunges into a gorge. 

Head NW until past the escarpment 
of Aoineadh Beag, then turn S down 
through a band of woodland to reach 
the track at the head of Ardtornish Bay. 
A short detour S leads to the ruined 
castle and lighthouse at Ardtornish 
Point. Return to the track and follow it 
N along the shore of Loch Aline back to 
the start.

Grade: M+; Distance: 18km; Height to 
climb: 600m; Map(s) LR49 EX383. Meet 
at: Corran Ferry slip for 9.15am sailing. 
Start of walk 10.30am. Leader: Ian Moir 
07973 836498.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at www.
nevishillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go out on the walk please 
contact club secretary Suzanne 
Theobald on 01397 701783 or email 
enquiries@nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday August 5
An Stac, Rois-Bheinn, Lochailort
Start at Inverailort, where parking is 
available N of a row of cottages at 
NM765816. Head ENE along a straight 
for 450m and turn N at a group of small 
buildings.

Continue on the deteriorating 
track for another 450m and join a 
hydro-scheme track leading E up the 
Roti Burn. This turns S and climbs more 
steeply. At NM777813, leave the track 
and climb SW up the slope, turning 
W to reach a small summit at 322m. 
Continue W across a col, turning SW up 
to the summit of Seann Chruach, 521m.

Now head S descending a little, and 
climb the ridge to the summit of An 
Stac, 814m. Descend S to the col at the 
head of Coire na Cnamha, 559m. Climb 
the steep buttress ahead to crest the 
ridge about 200m NW of Bealach an 
Fhiona. A faint path may be found. 
Head SW up the ridge to the summit of 
Rois-bhein, 882m. Continue W to reach 
the W summit, 878m. Turn NE, across 
the summit plateau and descend the N 
ridge, steeply at � rst, to reach the � oor 
of Coire Cnamha. Contour N across the 
slope, descending a little to cross the 
Allt Tarsuinn at NM755798. Continue N 
to reach a track at NM754809. Follow 
the track NE to reach the A861 just E of 
Inverailort Castle. Return to start.

Distance: 13km; height to climb: 
1250m. Suggested by Charlotte 
Almekinders; co-ordinated by Toril 
Frantzen.

Ocean conservation project 
makes landfall in Oban

A yacht-based ocean research pro-
ject tied up in Oban last month.

Headed up by Oliver Beardon, 
its founder and skipper, Sail 
Britain works with artists and 
scientists from all backgrounds.

From his yacht Alcuin, which 
was tied up last month at the new 
transit berths on the North Pier, 
Oliver said: ‘We’ve been tack-
ling the issue of marine plastic 
pollution in the waters around 
Oban with teams of artists and 
scientists working together. 

‘Our programme will continue 
throughout the summer between 
the Clyde and Orkney.

‘We’ve been doing beach cleans 
with the wonderful Janie Steele 
on Oban’s beaches as part of our 
programme to raise awareness 
and research solutions for the 
plastic crisis. 

‘We’re also sampling the 
water with plankton nets and 
microscopes.’

Oliver was keen to praise Janie 
for her e� orts. ‘What an ocean 
hero she is,’ he said. ‘It seems 
she pretty much single-handedly 
cleans Oban’s beaches. I’m totally 
humbled by her passion and 
dedication. Without her and her 
volunteers, Oban would be a lot 
worse.’

Oliver explained the ethos 
behind Sail Britain. ‘We work 
with artists and scientists from all 
kinds of backgrounds. Sailing is a 
very collaborative activity, so we 
use that to channel our projects.

‘As a sailor, the sea is my liveli-
hood and you can’t escape seeing 
the plastics and pollution. I see it 
o� shore as well, but most people 
see it on the beaches.

‘� ere are great ra� s of things 
from abandoned nets to plastic 
bottles and it’s something that 
really troubles me.

‘� is project is bringing people 
together from all walks of life. 
We’ve been in Oban for about 
a month and will be moving to 
Mallaig, Skye, the Outer Hebrides 
and eventually onto Orkney.’

Oliver, 33, set up the project 
around three years ago a� er 
leaving his job as an architect to 
‘inspire positive change for our 
oceans’.

� e project has no external 
funding and Oliver admitted. ‘We 
are quite new so we don’t have a 
big pro� le. I am a sailing instruc-
tor so people pay a fee to take part 
and learn to sail.

‘But the important thing is we 
engage with everyone. � is is a 
passion of mine but it’s not just 
the one issue of plastics that Sail 
Britain is tackling. It is a cultural 
issue.’

To become involved or for more 
information, go to the website 
sailbritain.org or its social media 
platforms.

Oliver Beardon aboard his yacht Alcuin at Oban’s North Pier pontoons.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk
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Whether you are 
an ultra or out for 
a stroll, Kintyre is 

for you

Whether you are Whether you are 

Variety is the    
   spice of walks 
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Walking the Kintyre Way route 
o� ers so much, to so many. � e in-
credible variety along the 100-mile 
path means people can enjoy the 
route in di� erent ways.

If you are a rambler then your 
leisurely pace delivers some truly 
stunning landscapes and seascapes. 
If you are a serious long-distance 
path walker then the route has 
plenty of challenge.

Perhaps you are looking for some-
thing with a lot more bite? � en 
join the Kintyre Ultras who use the 
route to run solo or relay, cycle or - 
new for this year - tackle a sportive 
of 42 miles along part of the route.

� e path which runs down the 
peninsula from Tarbert to the Mull 
of Kintyre is acknowledged as one 
of the most scenic long-stance paths 
in Scotland.

� e way crosses the spine of 
the peninsula three times, from 
Claonaig to Clachan, Tayinloan 
to Carradale and the route’s 
� nal stretch, from Southend to 
Machrihanish. � at � nal 16 miles 
is hill walking through a wild 
area, with bogs, steep ascents and 
descents where navigational skills 
are needed as you traverse the 
headlands of the peninsula; this is 

as tough as any other path can o� er.
� e walk takes you from seashore 

to the top of the hills making the 
spine running down the peninsula, 
through rich farmland and for-
estry ending at its southern tip on 
the brooding bulk of the Mull of 
Kintyre.

Along the route the views to 
Islay, Jura and Gigha on the west 
and Arran on the east and over to 
Northern Ireland at the southern 
end of the peninsula are just 
breathtaking.

Atlantic breakers crashing onto the 
rocky shore, magni� cent beaches, 
stunning seascapes and heart-stop-
ping views from the heights make 
this a walk to remember.

� e wildlife is as varied as the 
scenery; this western peninsula 
with the Atlantic on one side brings 
in some incredible migrating birds.

Each stage of the route has public 
transport and there is a good range 
of accommodation of all types and 
budget along with a good range of 
shops and services at Tarbert and 
Campbeltown and plenty of village 
shops and eating places in between.

01586 810 023 OR INFO@MACHDUNES.COM

OPEN
TO THE 
PUBLIC

Enjoy our delicious new menu at the newly relaunched  
The Kintyre Restaurant + Bar at The Ugadale Hotel

Plus, we have SkySports for all your favourite matches! 

 The stages:

Tarbert & 
Campbeltown

Tarbert to Claonaig     11 miles
Claonaig to Clachan    10 miles
Clachan to Tayinloan                9 miles
Tayinloan to Carradale               16 miles
Carradale to Campbeltown   22 miles
Campbeltown to Southend   16 miles
Southend to Machrihanish  16 miles

Tarbert - � e village of Tarbert is a bustling � shing community, where life 
centres on the harbour. � e village is also a popular sailing destination and 
home to the Scottish series, one of Scottish yachting’s biggest events and also 
its own music, seafood and Christmas festivals. It boasts a great selection of 
cafes, restaurants and bars and iconic shopping.  Plus post o�  ce, pharmacy 
and a convenience store.

Campbeltown - Famous for its whisky and � shing; it is the only Scottish 
whisky region which is a town. Go down to the � sh quay at night to see the 
boats unloading catches for waiting lorries; the town is  one of the busiest ports 
in Argyll, loading timber and wind turbine components. � ere are great golf 
courses and a wide range accommodation from a hostel to top-class hotels.
Visit during MOK Fest for the music or MOK Run half-marathon and 10k. 
Don’t miss the newly refurbished cinema, one of the oldest in the world.

TIP 1 : FUEL at Lochgilphead, Tayinloan, Clachan and Campbeltown; smaller petrol 
stations close early, especially out of season.
  
TIP 2 :  THE FERRY between Tarbert and Portavadie opens up links to the Cowal Way 
and from there onto the � ree Lochs Way and the West Highland Way.

 Tips:



Monday 30th July
Owen Sails Craobh to Oban Race
We woke to the gentle strains of the wind whistling through the rigging: not an 
inspiring sound for venturing on the water. By the start-time the wind was brisk, 
and it was hard work getting to the mark by the Ardluing buoy. A� er that it was like 
a sleigh ride, hanging on till things eased at Fladda. � ere was some variation of the 
wind strength, but no holes to get stuck in, so it was a brisk procession to the � nish 
o�  Kerrera. We all managed to � nish in the dry despite some very dark clouds on 
surrounding hills. Another great day in West Highland Yachting Week.

Class 1
1. Jammin
2. � alia
3. Aurora

Class 6
1. St Bridget
2. Tangle o’the Isles
3. Valhalla of Ashton

Class 4
1. Sunrise
2. Grand Cru
3. Synergie

Class 8
1. Hot Toddy
2. Marisca
3. Popcorn

Class 3
1. Re� ection
2. Lucky Ned Pepper
3. Carmen II

Class 7
1.  Salamander XXII
2. Piecemaker
3. Cool Bandit 2

Class 5
1. Madalyne
2. Shadowfax
3. Lemarac

Class 9
1. Kelana
2. Cantata II
3. Eureka

West Highland 
Yachting Week

Gigha to   Oban to
Craobh Feeder Craobh Feeder
1.  Banshee 1. Marisca
2. Stargazer 2. Taz
3. Meka II 3. Shadowfax

Sunday 29th July - 
Craobh Races
� e � eet divided into two. � e white sail 
class, or Argyll Fleet, circumnavigated 
Shuna and a few additional marks, which 
were spotted by some. � e spinnaker class, 
or Tunnocks Fleet, enjoyed two round-
the-marks races in the sound of Shuna. 
Inconsistent breeze made for challenging 
racing and an exhausting start to the week.

Tuesday 31st July
Scottish Seafarms 
Firth of Lorne Races
Again the � eet divided into two. � e white sail class - Argyll Fleet- toured the Firth of 
Lorne and the spinnaker class - Tunnocks Fleet - enjoyed more Olympic-style racing 
interspersed with lunch. By now the crews were fully toned sailing machines, and 
competition was beginning to get tight in both � eets, ensuring that guile and skill 
were overcoming luck and enthusiasm. However, as the skill level rose the weather 
conditions dropped, and the race o�  cer decided that one race was enough and the 
� eet retired to prepare for Tobermory on Wednesday. 

Saturday 28th July - Feeder Races
� e start of West Highland Yachting Week did not look promising, with becalmed boats in both Oban and Craobh Haven. However, the race 
committee soon decided in Oban to move the start line to the Sound of Kerrera, and persevered in Gigha to get the � eets away. � e wind soon 
presented some interesting and challenging conditions. At one stage there were four seasons within half a mile, with wind, rain, hail and then 
calm – but that proved to be a good preparation for the week ahead. � e boats were met at Craobh by Chico, and some tight � nishing kept all on 
their toes. � e southern � eet was won by Banshee, which was sailed double-handed, and the northern � eet by Marisca.

Class 1
1 Aurora
2. Aunt Jessie
3. Jota

Class 1
1. Jammin
2. � alia
3. Aurora

Class 1
1. Aurora
2. Warrior
3. Aunt Jessie

Race 2

Race 1

PROVISIONAL RESULTS

Class 6
1. Tangle o’the Isles
2. Freya
3. Valhalla of Ashton

Class 4
1. Ajax
2. Firestarter
3. Tioram

Class 5
1. Leaky Roof 2
2. Sea Pie of Cultra
3. Amber Haze

Class 8
1. Popcorn
2. Scintilla of the Sea
3. Gigha

Class 8
1. Jane Waterman
2. Scintilla of the Sea
3. Popcorn

Class 9
1. Layla
2. Eureka
3.Oystercatcher

Class 3
1. Carmen
2. Polaris
3. Lucky Ned Pepper

Class 3
1. Re� ection
2. Carmen II
3. Lucky Ned Pepper

Class 4
1. Grand Cru
2. Firestarter
3. Ionara

Class 3
1. Lucky Ned Pepper
2. Re� ection
3. Polaris

Class 7
1. Rammie
2. Partial Pressure
3. Farr Out

Class 7
1. Salamander XXII
2. Cool Bandit 2
3. Piecemaker

Class 5
1. Amber Haze
2. Leaky Roof II
3. Sea Pie of Cultra

Class 5
1. Magdaleyne
2. Leaky Roof II
3. Lemerac

Class 6
1. Stargazer
2. Freya
3. St Bridget

Class 7
1. Partial Pressure
2. Cool bandit
3. Katerina

Class 8
1. Popcorn
2. Lady Ex
3. Hot Toddy

Class 9
1. Orwell Lass
2. Layla
3. Cantata II

WINNERS 2018
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

� e Bookends Festival is 
getting ready to start its next 
chapter with a page-turning 
line-up of authors and events 
this autumn.

� e two-week extravaganza 
celebrating stories is now in 
its third year and starts on 
Saturday September 22.

It has just been awarded 
charity status and is already 
attracting lots of interest from 
far and wide.

� e festival at Benderloch’s 
Victory Hall will get thou-
sands of visits by the time 
the fringe programme, in the 
second week, ends on Friday 
October 5. Authors will also 
be out and about visiting 
schools.

‘At this festival, people will 
hear heart-rending stories 
but also lots of stories to 
inspire, entertain and laugh 

about. We’ve got so much 
happening, with extra events 
and the fringe, and we can’t 
wait to tell people about it,’ 
said Bookends founder Joy 
Cameron.

Headlining this year on 
Sunday September 23 will be 
Jess Smith, author of Jessie’s 
Journey and other books 
about the life of travellers in 
Scotland.

Lachlan Munro will be 
launching his new book, 
� e Scenery of Dreams, on 
Saturday September 29, telling 
the true story of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Kidnapped, which 
has Appin connections.

New for this year will be an 
outreach programme, with 
Seil author and poet Kenneth 
Steven as writer-in-residence 
o� ering budding writers 
support. � e Reading Room at 
the Victory Hall will be open 
for people to enjoy throughout 
the festival.

‘� e Benderloch community 
and our Bookends ambas-
sadors, who have spread the 
word since we started, have 
given our festival its legs. 
We’ve just received charity 
status and that will open more 
doors so we can grow even 
more,’ said Joy.

It costs about £3,000 to put 
on the festival, with a huge 
chunk of that money coming 
from the Big Lottery’s Awards 
For All.

Bookends will be hosting 
a pop-up event at the Lorn 
Show on Saturday August 4, 
funded by Argyll and Bute 
Council, and at the Reading 
Room in the Victory Hall on 
Monday August 27, to o� er 
people a bigger taste of what is 
to come.

New chapter for Bookends
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Joy Cameron says this 
year’s festival has some 
exciting new additions. 
16_T31_Joybookends01

Call 0141 243 2224 or Book Online 
at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

 
WEDNESDAYS until August 22 
Leave 2.45pm back 4.20pm
Fare: Cruise Loch Fyne £21 SC £19 
         Children only £10.50

Cruise Loch Fyne aboard 
Waverley!

Sailing from TARBERT Pier

Call 0141 243 2224 or Book Online 
at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

or Buy Tickets onboard when you sail
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Artists across Argyll are 
opening their studios later 
this month and putting their 
creativity on the map, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

Artmap Argyll, showcasing 
some of the area’s best artists 
and cra� s people, is now in 
its 11th year and runs from 
Friday August 24 to Monday 
August 27 with a second 

weekend, for the � rst time, 
from Saturday September 1 
to Sunday September 2.

� e quirky artmap features 
39 artists and venues stretch-
ing on a route marked by red 
dots from Glencoe in the 
north to Campbeltown at the 
foot of Kintyre peninsula in 
the south.

Weaving,  printmaking, 

design, sculpting, textile and 
glass artists and woodwork-
ing are just a taster of what to 
expect as ‘the list is endless’, 
said Bellanoch designer 
Karen Beauchamp, from 
the Artmap Argyll project, 
who added ‘a  surprise waits 
around every corner’ on the 
beautiful tour of the red dots 
that signpost each studio on 

Showcasing Argyll artists
Taynuilt artist Lucy Gray 
is opening her studio to 
visitors during the Artmap 
Argyll festival.

the map, taking visitors  o�  
the main roads. 

� e tour o� ers locations 
from artists’ own homes to 
bothies, galleries, four-star 
hotels, cafes, restaurants and 
a museum shop.

Oban has two and Taynuilt 
has four open studios on the 
trail, including one at the 
Airds Bay, home of mixed 
media sculptor Lucy Gray. 
Lucy originally trained in 
furniture restoration and is 

a specialist master gilder and 
lacquer restorer, who turned 
her focus to sculpting in 2012. 
Visitors can expect shells, 
birds and an interactive 
forest symphony of notes to 
play with and make their own 
structural compositions.

Minutes away from Lucy is 
artist and self-named ‘� nder’ 
Fiona Macrae in Glen Lonan.  
Her paintings and pieces, 
including boats from found 
wood and other objects, 

come from a lifetime of beach 
combing throughout the 
Hebrides and beyond.

‘Because of where we are, 
o�  the beaten track in Argyll, 
our artmap visitors have to 
come and seek us out, which 
is great. 

‘It’s really appreciated that 
they make the e� ort,’ said 
Fiona.

� is year the Dochas 
Gallery in Lochgilphead is 
also displaying the work of   
20 associate members with 
ceramics, basketmaking, 
architectural glass, fashion 
design and felting, jewellery, 
illustration, digital interac-
tive media and 3D design.

To � nd out more and plan 
your route, go to artmap 
argyll.com

Anyone who collects eight 
red dots while touring the 
map will get entered into a 
£200 prize draw to buy work 
of any Artmap Argyll artist of 
their choice.

YES YOU CAN!
At Slimming World we’re full of surprises
Breakfast: Lots of orange and grapefruit segments plus 2 slices of wholemeal toast 

topped with heaps of baked beans and scrambled eggs. 

Lunch: A large jacket potato topped with oodles of canned spaghetti in tomato 
sauce sprinkled with 28g grated Cheddar cheese, followed by a 227g 
baked apple � lled with 1 level tbsp of mincemeat topped with 4 level 
tbsp of aerosol cream.

Dinner: Cheese and spinach cannelloni (slimmingworld.co.uk/recipes) served 
with a large mixed salad and fat-free vinaigrette plus a 150g pot of 
Ambrosia Rice Pudding.

Snacks: Fresh fruit of your choice, Mullerlight Yogurt. 2 chocolate � nger biscuits. 

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Kilberry 
Loop 
Sportive
Saturday 11th August
starts 8.30am
Join in this fantastic 40-mile 
cycle sportive around the beautiful 
Kilberry loop. Starting out in Tarbert 
on Kintyre, heading north on the 
A83 towards Lochgilphead before 
turning onto the B8024. The scenery 
here is stunning, passing Loch 
Caolisport, Kilberry and back to 
Tarbert.

There’s still time to enter (email 
johnwhardie@outlook.com ), but if 
you wish to spectate, come along 
and join in the fun, starting and 
ending in Tarbert!
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WHAT’S ON
IN OBAN

Thursday 2nd August
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church 
Hall
10am - 11.30am

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
2.00pm - 3.30pm

Taynuilt Summer Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall 
7.30pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY
Friday 3rd August

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Danny Mooney
Free entry
Open till 2am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 
Saturday 4th August 

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am
2.00pm - 3.30pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
The Fold
Free entry
Open till 2am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 

Argyll Cèilidh Trail - Family 
Cèilidh
The View, Oban
7.30pm - 10.30pm

Sunday 5th August 
Hill Walk
Lochailort, Fort William
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per 
team
Win £20 bar voucher 
Monday 6th August

Art Explorers Summer Camp 
Week 2
The Rock� eld Centre
6th - 10th August

Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906

Tuesday 7th August
Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am
2.00pm - 3.30pm

Wednesday 8th August
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 
7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free 
pizza at half time

In partnership with Oban 
Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. 
Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details.

To list your event, 
please call  

01631 568000
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Doon the watter
� e famous Glasgow Fair has 
been in full swing and, while 
the traditional industries 
that were originally behind 
the holiday are no longer the 
massive employers they once 
were, the tradition of heading 
‘doon the watter’ still seems to 
be going strong for many of 
the people of Glasgow.

I dare say places such as 
Largs, Millport and Dunoon 
are pretty busy just now – not 
to mention the Isle of Bute 
whose popular Bute Fest took 
place last weekend although, 
unfortunately, it had a lot of 
trouble with the freak weather.

Having spoken to people 
who attended the festival, 
I’ve been told that, despite the 
wind forcing organisers to 
cancel much of the festival, it 
did not spoil the enjoyment of 
those who had travelled to the 
island.

In the holiday spirit, I am 
going to relate to you two 
stories of friends of mine 
who last week indulged in 
an age old Scottish tradition 
that the Americans have 
recently begun referring to as 
a staycation.

Lost luggage
My mother and father are the 
subjects of my � rst story. � ey 

went to the isle of Arran last 
week and were driving along 
in the pouring rain when 
they came across a couple of 
hitchhikers. 

Giving them a li�  proved 
more di�  cult than anticipat-
ed when my old man couldn’t 
� t their bags in his already 
full boot; so the hikers, on 
holiday from Switzerland, 
had to sit with their rucksacks 
on their knees.

� ey were, however, very 
thankful for the li�  and (as 
my parents dropped them 
o�  at their campsite) they 
jumped out of the car to help 
my dad turn in quite a tight 
space.

It was at this point that they 
noticed the car boot was open 

and that it had, in fact, been 
open ever since dad had orig-
inally tried to � t their bags 
in – almost two miles further 
back down the road. 

As you would expect, a case 
or two was missing from the 
boot, so my folks spent the 
rest of their day driving back 
down the road in the bucket-
ing rain looking for their lost 
belongings – all of which they 
eventually found, I’m glad to 
report!

Check the tickets!
Meanwhile, in Glasgow, 
Donnie ‘Maroot’ Macleod, 
Andrew Morrison and Ross 
Leary (friends of mine orig-
inally from the isle of Lewis) 
were on their holidays in the 

city. Between the three of 
them, they had travelled from 
as far north as Aberdeen and 
as far south as the Isle of Man 
with the intention of going to 
the Rangers v Wigan friendly 
match at Ibrox.

At 1pm, they met up for 
a pre-match pint in the 
Deoch ’n’ Dorus hostelry on 
Dumbarton Road, which was 
all going swimmingly until 
they looked at the tickets and 
realised that the game was 
actually the following day. 

Only Andrew was available 
to attend the next day – which 
meant the other two had trav-
elled miles for a pre-match 
beverage 24 hours before the 
match they couldn’t actually 
attend.

Andrew 
Morrison, 
Ross Leary, 
and Donnie 
‘Maroot’ 
Macleod, 
with the 
tickets in 
question – a 
day early!
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� e Proclaimers are hoping 
for Sunshine on Oban this 
Saturday when they come 
to the Corran Halls, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

If the sun comes out and the 
sound check goes to plan, folk 
rock twins Charlie and Craig 
Reid might be spotted taking 
a wander along the Esplanade.

Charlie said: ‘We’ve never 
played in Oban before but 
I’ve visited a couple of times. 
It’s got a fantastic skyline. 
� e main thing is to get the 
soundcheck right but if the 
sun’s out, we might take a bit 
of a wander.’

Tickets for Saturday’s gig 
sold out fast with queues 
reaching the seafront as 
soon as the venue’s box o�  ce 
opened in April.

‘We’re looking forward to 
being there and we hope the 
population will enjoy us just 
as much. We put on a fairly 
high-energy show,’ added 
Charlie.

� e Oban date comes early 
into � e Proclaimers’ 2018 
UK tour and a week before 
they launch their 11th album, 
Angry Cyclist, out on August 
10. A single of the same name 
is out now.

� ey will play two or three 
tracks from Angry Cyclist on 
Saturday but with 10 earlier 

albums there is plenty of ma-
terial to � ll the playlist.

‘We don’t have to play 
something from every album 
but we’ll do two or three from 
the new one and, of course, 
some of the songs that people 
expect and want to hear, 
such as 500 Miles, and Letter 
From America. We don’t 

do the same set every night. 
We change it about, it keeps 
everyone on their toes,’ said 
Charlie, speaking from his 
hotel room in Chester last 
week ahead of Chris Evans’s 
Carfest North.

� e Oban Times asked 
Charlie if he was an ‘angry 
cyclist’ and did that inspire 

the new album’s name. ‘No, 
we aren’t angry cyclists. We 
are the observers of angry 
cyclists. � e album took its 
name from that look of fear, 
trepidation and anger on 
the cyclist’s face which is a 
symbol of the kind of polit-
ical culture we have today 
where people just seem to be 
shouting at each other. You 
might not see that look as 
much in Oban as in Glasgow, 
Edinburgh and London.’

Following the gig in Oban, 
� e Proclaimers head to Ayr. 
Later this year they will be 
in Canada before returning 
to a UK tour, with Australia 
and New Zealand lined up for 
2019 – and they could be back 
in Oban sometime too.

Oban Live’s popularity has 
reached Charlie’s ears. He 
said: ‘I’ve heard of it and, 
yes, we’d consider headlining 
it if we were asked. We get 
booked up a couple of years in 
advance but never say never.’

The Proclaimers are 
on their way to Oban

Craig and Charlie will play tracks 
from their new album on Saturday.

Young energetic Oban band 
Crackin’ Craic launch their 
new album next month.

It has taken the band two 
years of hard work to get the 
all original 12-track indie/
rock album ready for release.

Fans will have the oppor-
tunity to hear tracks from 
the new album, The Other 
Side at The View (formerly 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House), 34 
George Street, on Saturday 
August 11.

The gig kicks o�  at 8pm 
and entry is free.

The � rst guidebook to 
cycling the 237-mile route 
between Campbeltown 
and Inverness, passing 
through Oban has just been 
published.

As well as  Ordnance 
Survey maps, route descrip-
tions, directions and points 
of interest, there are also 
listings of accommodation, 
where to eat and drink, and 
suggestions for detours.

To buy the guide or for 
more information, visit 
o� comers.co.uk

Crackin’ Craic 
album launch

Cycling guide to 
Caledonia Way



� e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August 2018 LEISURE  37

BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 02 LUNASTAL
THURSDAY 02 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt) 
21.00    Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)
21.30    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum: Cridhe 
Tartan 2018
23.00 JFK – Na Làithean Mora (rpt)
23.50 Binneas – Na Trads (Duncan 
Chisholm) (rpt)

DIHAOINE 03 LUNASTAL
FRIDAY 03 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17.40    An Là - News  
17.50    ÙR | NEW: Camanachd Beò – 
Kingussie v Newtonmore 
20.00     Prosbaig (rpt) 
20.30 Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
20.35 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
21.00    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum: Cridhe 
Tartan 2018
23.00 An Cuan a Tuath – Secrets of the 
North Sea (rpt)
23.50 Eadar Chluich (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 04 LUNASTAL
SATURDAY 04 AUGUST 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.30    Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
20.00    Machair (rpt)
20.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30    Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum: Cridhe 

Tartan 2018
23.00 A gu U: An do Bhlais thu? (rpt)
24.00 An Cuan a Tuath – Secrets of the 
North Sea (rpt)
24.45 Pìobairean Bhoirnis (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 05 LUNASTAL
SUNDAY 05 AUGUST
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17.00    ÙR | NEW: Seachd La – News 
Review
18.00 ÙR | NEW:  Scottish Premiership 
– Hibernian v Motherwell
20.00 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21.45 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Ceòl 
(rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2017: First Aid Kit (rpt)
22.30 Hinterland (rpt)

DILUAIN 06 AUGUST
MONDAY 06 AUGUST 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Bus Ghlaschu
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads – Seamus O’ 
Sullivan (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Saighdearan Dhe (rpt)
22.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
22.30 Air an Rathad (rpt)
23.25 The Quay Sessions – Lucy Spraggan 
(rpt)
23.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 07 AUGUST
TUESDAY 07 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00   Na Dròbhairean (rpt)  
19.30    Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt) 
21.45    Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Ceòl 
(rpt)
22.00  Trusadh – Saighdearan Dhe rpt)
23.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 08 LUNASTAL
WEDNESDAY 08 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.30   Beul Chainnt (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00    Air an Rathad (rpt)
21.55    Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)
22.25 Belladrum: Cridhe Tartan 2018 (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 09 LUNASTAL
THURSDAY 09 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Beul Chainnt (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Highland Midwives: Mnathan-Glùine 
(rpt) 
21.00    Archibald Hall – An Uaislean (rpt)
21.55    Belladrum: Cridhe Tartan 2018 (rpt)

Mum-of-three Kristina 
Simonian waited for years to 
join Oban Photographic Club, 
following it from far away 
at home in Lithuania, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

When she moved to Oban 
last year, the trained graphic 
designer was � nally able to 
sign up in person.

Now she is one of 12 club 
members exhibiting their work 
in Waterstone’s upstairs area.

‘I used to follow the club 
on Facebook when I was in 
Lithuania. I was so happy to 

physically join it when I moved 
here,’ she said.

Club president Graham 
Cameron said it was the third 
year of the exhibition and was 
popular with members who 
put in bids for showing space.

� e club has about 30 mem-
bers at the moment but wants 
more to join. ‘� e club isn’t 
huge but it’s certainly wonder-
ful,’ said Mr  Cameron.

Other photographers show-
ing their work include a keen 
gardener, a lorry driver and an 
architect.

� e exhibition is on now and 
runs until Saturday August 4 
and features 124 photographs.

Former head of art and 
design at Oban High School 
Val Hamilton was evaluating 
members’ work on Tuesday.

She said: ‘It’s a pretty high 
standard, a nice variation. It’s 
good to see each photo grapher 
tried out di� erent things, rath-
er than just staying safe.’

� e club meets every Monday 
from October to March, from 
7.30pm at the Regent Hotel in 
Oban.

Club snaps up chance to show 
o�  members’ work

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFT

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS

Singer sensation Lisa McHugh 
continues her journey to be-
coming the undisputed heroine 
of Irish country music as she 
returns with the rousing, toe-tap-
ping summer-single Ya’ll Come. 

� e Glaswegian-born enter-
tainer is based in County 
Fermanagh, although frequently 
swaps the snapping Northern 
Irish wind and rain for sun-
soaked Nashville, Texas, for 

performances, recording and 
writing sessions. 

Previous song-writing trips to 
the States saw Lisa perform with 
long-time friends Gene Watson 
and Larry Gatlin at country mu-
sic’s global capital with stunning 
performances at the famous 
Grand Ole Opry. 

Lisa McHugh’s ever-expand-
ing legions of fans are eagerly 
anticipating her next move. 

A� er returning from Nashville 
armed with new material and 
with shows booked throughout 
the UK and Ireland, Lisa’s busy 
2018 schedule is crammed with 
excitement and possibilities. 

Lisa will take her Scottish 
concert tour to Corran Halls, 
Oban, on  � ursday Septemeber 
20. Tickets can be found on 
www.ticketline.co.uk or  bought 
directly from the venue.

Country music star Lisa McHugh 
comes to the Corran Halls
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Yo u r  l o c a l  r a d i o  l i s t i n g s

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 
08.10 Breakfast Show, 9.00 
Monday Morning  with  Ste-
phen, 11.00 Ian Simmonds  
on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 
19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling 
with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 
John McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 
David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday 
Morning, 13.00 Macky on 
FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise 
- Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 
Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug 
Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort 
Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 
17.00 Drivetime with Camp-

bell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 
Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 
Molly Black, 13.00 Molly’s 
Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with 
Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  
with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 
Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christines 
Collection, 20.00 Christine’s 
CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22.00  Margo Till  
Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 17.30  
Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 

20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    
Saturday Morning, 12.00 
Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat 
Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday 
Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream 
Team, 19.00 Sounds Scottish 
with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till 
Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday 
Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 
Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 
Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s 
Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 
New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & 
Bass - Graham Scott, 23.00 
Station Close Down

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Earlier this month I had a young lad 
attend with his mother for a routine eye 
examination. He told me his vision was 
fine and his mother confirmed he was in 
for a routine check-up. I notice a small 
bruise below his right eye and his mother 
told me he had been playing with a 
Frisbee the day before and had been hit 
in the face by it. He had no complaints 
about his vision or any after effects of the 
blow to his eye.

When someone throws a Frisbee, there 
is a considerable amount of energy 
stored in it. If an energy-packed object 
hits you in the face, that energy has to 
go somewhere. If someone has a blow 
to their eye, there are several things to 
consider. The energy could be enough 
to break some of the bones surrounding 
the eye. That could lead to permanent 
double vision. More likely, the energy will 
dissipate throughout the eye. When that 
happens, the structures within the eyeball 
can be badly damaged. The cornea 
could have a massive abrasion. The lens 
inside the eye could start to turn cloudy 

(develop a cataract) or the retina could 
be damaged, leading to a detached 
retina. 

The lad’s mother was certain it was just 
a black eye and there was nothing to be 
concerned about. You can imagine her 
reaction when I found massive bleeding 
and retinal damage in his eye. Needless 
to say, he was sent down to hospital in 
Glasgow as an emergency. Thankfully, 
his vision is well on the road to recovery.

If you have a blow to your eye, do get 
your eye checked. You will probably 
need drops put in which will mess up 
your vision for couple of hours but it 
could save you from a lifetime of poor 
vision.

A simple black eye

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

7 Peace in Islamic (6)

8 Enter as an enemy (6)

9 Tiny coin of Europe (4)

10 Vex (8)

11 A rare metallic element, with the symbol 
Y (7)

13 Evidence (5)

15 Suggestions (5)

17 Keep going longer than another (7)

20 Meat and plant eater (8)

21 Place to pray (4)

23 Straighten out (6)

24 Pressing (6)

Down

1 Renown (4)

2 Flock leader (6)

3 Collected works (7)

4 Saltpetre (5)

5 Personification (6)

6 Each of a series of printings (8)

12 Apartment in a poor area (8)

14 Obedient (7)

16 One of a kind (6)

18 Amount of lines in an article (6)

19 Happy (5)

22 Windmill part (4)
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21 Place to pray (4)

23 Straighten out (6)

24 Pressing (6)

Down
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times 

Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

Organisers met recently 
to choose all the MOJO 
acts – and it was not an easy 
decision,   following a large 
response that highlighted so 
much talent.

And due to the fantastic 
response, the line-up this 
year is bigger than before, 
including one act  from last 
year with hot new material.

Some of the musicians who 
did not make the � nal cut can 
be heard between acts,  with 

organisers playing their 
demo tracks between bands.

� e acts making the � nal 
line-up for Craignish Village 
Hall, Ardfern, on Saturday 
October 20 are: Liam 
Sommerville; Stephen Skinn; 
� e Brambelles; Citizen 
9 (pictured); � e Hollow 
Mountain String Band; and 
4 Below. Full details of the 
MOJO event will be coming 
soon and tickets will be avail-
able from September 1.

Talented MOJO line-up announced

You can dance, you can jive, 
having the time of your life! 
sums up Oban’s Corran Halls 
on Friday when Abbamania 
struck.

� ere were plenty of ‘danc-
ing queens’ of all ages at the 
show, which  is the longest-
running ABBA tribute con-
cert in the world.

� e fun night did its best to 
recreate what it would have 
been like to be in the audience 
at a live performance by the 
real Super Troupers all those 
years ago.

Flares were dusted o�  for 

the occasion and sequins 
sparkled on the night, which 
featured many of the 1974 

Eurovision-winners’ most 
memorable hits, from Take a 
Chance to � e Winner Takes 

it All. Among those dressed-
up in the retro-party mood 
was Hannah Beard from 
Stoke-On-Trent who was 
visiting her aunt Jane Sayer in 
Benderloch and managed to 
borrow a silver jumpsuit from 
her relative’s wardrobe.

‘� ank you for the music’ 
Abbamania and making it a 
memorable night out.

Thank you for the music
Dancing queens Ellis 
Henderson, Hannah Beard 
and Michelle Morley before 
the concert, and, above, 
Abbamania in action at the 
Corran Halls.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

HOME FIRES & 
BROKEN SONS
WW1 theatre, drama, 

poetry
Three Wee Crows Theatre 

Company
St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe

Sat 11th Aug, 7.30pm
Period Refreshments

£10 (£8 Friends) on door

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Meur Chruachain - 
(Cruachan Branch)

 Taynuilt Summer 
Ceilidh

A family friendly evening of Music, 
Song and Dance

Taynuilt Village Hall
Thursdays 5th July – 16th August, 

7:30pm
Admission £4      Children £2

A warm welcome is extended to all

Taynuilt Flower 
Show due on 

Saturday 25th 
August has 

been cancelled
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S&S - AWARD WINNERS FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS

S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF LORN SHOW
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

S&S SERVICES

� e farming community 
invites everyone to come 
along and join in the annual 
celebration of all that’s best 
in local agriculture at the 
2018 Lorn Show. 

Once again the event will 
be held at Tralee Beach on 
the Keil Common Grazings 
at Benderloch on Saturday 
August 4, with generous 
support and assistance from 
the Keil Cro� ers.

� e show has always had a 
� ne reputation for livestock, 
especially blackface sheep 
and Highland cattle, and this 
year there will be farmers 
coming from as far away as 
Kintyre and the Isle of Mull 
to show their stock.

United Auctions is main 
sponsor of the show, signing 
a three-year sponsorship 
deal in 2016. Donald 
Morrison, the area managing 
director for Argyll and the 
Islands, said at the time of 
the announcement: ‘Having 
attended the event for 40 
years, it is great news that 
UA is backing the show. It’s 

an excellent shop window to 
see top quality stock on o� er, 
which is why it attracts com-
petitors and visitors from all 
over Argyll and the islands.’

Judging will begin at 10am 
for cattle, sheep and poultry 
classes; the highest honour in 
the show is the Bremner Cup 
for best overall.

� e dog show begins at 
noon and this year the canine 
activities will include � yball 
and agility demonstrations 
and taster sessions organised 
by Moira Owers, Institute of 
Modern Dog Training, who 
runs Paws by the Loch, on 
the Isle of Mull.

� ere is a welcome return 
at the show this year with the 
revival of a horticultural tent 
for � ower and vegetable class-
es, running alongside the 
home industries tent, which 
will be full of baking, pre-
serves, cra� s and children’s 
competitions. � e judging 
of the cooking and cra� s in 
the home industry tent starts 
at 11am, and all home indus-
tries exhibits should be in 

place by 10.45am, as should 
the children’s fun classes.

Show organisers are always 
on the lookout for teams to 
enter the tug-of-war, whether 
children’s or male and female 
teams, and you can enter on 
the day.

If you know your grey 
Fergies from your Fordsons 
and can spot the di� erence 
between a David Brown 
990 Selectamatic and 
Implematic, then be sure 
to see the lovingly-restored 
vintage tractors at the show.

A display by the Oban and 
District Classic Vehicles 
Club is a new attraction at 
this year’s show and the club 
members’ cars always draw 
the crowds.

� ere will be a wide variety 
of stalls on the showground 
throughout the day; many 
will be agricultural trades, 
plus food and cra� s.

Oban High School Pipe 
Band will be performing and 
the show’s Highland dancing 
classes always attract com-
petitors from a wide area. 

Lorn Show 2018
EWE LAMBS

AUGUST
24  Stirling (Cal)
30  Ayr
31  Newton Stewart

SEPTEMBER
1 Stirling (UA)
3 Castle Douglas
5 Lanark
7 Hexham
15 Dumfries
18 Stirling (UA)
20 Huntly
21 Hexham
21 Newcastleton
21 Dalmally
25 Oban
27 St Boswells
29 Dumfries

OCTOBER
2 Kingussie
3 Longtown
5 Dingwall

11 Hexham
17 Longtown

RAMS

OCTOBER
1 Ballymena 
5 Dingwall
6 Newton Stewart
10 Oban
13 Stirling (UA)
15 Hexham
15 Castle Douglas
15 Portree
18 Lanark - Shearlings
19 Lanark - Lambs
20 Dalmally 

NOVEMBER
1 Lanark
2 Fort William

GIMMERS and EWES

SEPTEMBER
13 Ayr

14 Newton Stewart
19 Castle Douglas
20 Huntly
20  Ayr
21 Dalmally 
21 Newcastleton
22 Forfar
25 Oban
25 Lanark - uncrossed
26 Lanark - Crossed
26 Stirling (Cal)
27 St Boswells
29 Dumfries
29 Stirling (UA) 
29 Loughash Farm Sale

OCTOBER
2 Kingussie
3 Longtown
4 Hexham
4 Fort William
5 Dingwall
10 Lanark
12 Dumfries
17 Longtown
WETHER LAMBS

AUGUST
Weekly sales of 
store lambs held
at all auctions

SEPTEMBER
3 Stirling (UA) Show
4 Oban Show
7 Dumfries Show
8 Dalmally show
10 Stirling (Cal) Show

14 Dingwall Show
21 Fort William
22 Forfar Show
27 St Boswells Show
28 Lanark show
28 Hexham Show

OCTOBER
12 Lanark
23 Longtown Show
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Fencing materials and equipment supplied 
from Oban, with deliveries thoughout Argyll

Proud to support The Lorn Show!

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

9.00am - 5.00pm Monday - Friday plus 
10.00am - 3.00pm Saturday.

01631 563271  www.argyllwoodfuels.com 
www.argyllfencers.org sales@hedgefencing.co.uk

Lorn Show 2018

SHEEP CLIPPING
All Flock Sizes

Contact Graeme McCulloch 0777 1605758

SELECTED TRACTORS
Ex Demo Zetor HD 150, Full Suspension, Front 
Linkage & PTO ................................................. .£51,000
04 Reg Zetor 9641 with Loader ..................£17,000
10 Reg Zetor Proxima 75 with LOader ....£24,000
09 Reg Zetor Proxima 8441 with Loader, Low 
Hours ...................................................................£26,500
61 Reg Zetor Proxima Plus 95 .....................£22,000
New Hurlimann XA90, in stock ..................£36,000
11 Reg Hurlimann XB Max 100, mechanical 
Spec ......................................................................£26,000
55 Reg Hurlimann XT110 ..............................£20,500
New SOLIS RX50 Mk2, 4x4 ........................... £12,500
55 Reg John Deere 5620 with Loader .....£22,000
04 Reg SAME Silver 105, 6cyl ...................... £18,700

02 Reg SAME Explorer 90 Top .................... £14,500
02 Reg MF 4345, MX LOader ....................... £19,500
53 Reg McCormick CX105 with Loader ....£15,700

MACHINERY
New Metal FAch (Zetor) round BAler  ...... £13,500
Used METAL FACH (Zetor) round BAler, 2 
Seasons ..................................................................£9,500
New 4 Rotor Galfre Tedder .. From               £3,500
Used FCR 4 rotor tedder  .......From               £1,800
New 2 Drum Mowers ............ From                £2,200
New 8ft Malone Disc Mowers ..................... £ 5,300
New  MALONE Post Knockers  ..................... £ 2,600
Used LELY Lotus 6 Rotor Tedder, as new ..£ 7,500

View all our stock on line at www.tunstalltractors.com
Tel: 015396 20636   Mobile: 07817 832978

Displenishing and Agricultural sales 
conducted in any district

Valuations for Transfer, Probate Duty and for all other 
purposes carefully executed

Ample keep and accommodation available for stock sent prior 
to and after Sales  

Stock carefully attended to by full time stocksmen
Customers wishing particular classes of stock which are 

unobtainable locally, the Auctioneers will arrange supplies 
from their many contacts throughout the country

Please enquire with our Auctioneers for more details
List of all special Sales at all our centres are available on our 

website www.uagroup.co.uk or on request
We wish the Lorn Agricultural Society and all other agricul-

tural Shows held throughout Argyll and the Isles all success, 
and we look forward to meeting our customers on Show days.

Oban: 01631 562233     oban@uagroup.co.uk
Stirling: 01786 473055    stirling@uagroup.co.uk

www.uagroup.co.uk

Lorn Show 2018
D a n c e r s 
in the 
primary, 
b e g i n -
ners and 
n o v i c e 
classes reg-
ister at 10am, 
before dancing 
commences at 10.30am. 
� ose in the intermediate 
and premier categories 
should register at 1.30pm, 
ahead of the dancing start-
ing at 2pm.

North Argyll Young 
Farmers will be at Lorn Show 
and they are also running a 
dance at Benderloch at night 
with Don Mor. 

� is event will be raising 
money to support Cystic 
Fibrosis.

� e Lorn Show looks set to 
be another great family day 
out; the gates open at 9am, 
so come along and support 

W e s t 
Highland 
a g r ic u lt u re 
at its best. Show 
president Angus 
Dickie and all the 
committee members 
look forward to wel-
coming you.

Join in the fun with 
the farmers



FARMING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Dalmally – United Auctions on 
Friday July 27 held its annual fair 
day show and sale of 361 head 
of cattle. 
� e judge was William Cameron, 
Burnside, Keith. Considering the 
very recent dry weather and the 
lack of grass and winter feed all 
classes sold well.
Bullocks (210) averaged 
228.2ppk selling to 266.4ppk 
for a BBX from Killocraw 
and to £1260 for a AAX from 
Balegreggan.
Heifers (130) averaged 213.9ppk 
selling to 291p for a LimX from 
Uigle and to £1290 for a LimX 
from Dippen.
Top prices:
Bullocks (£ph)
Balegreggan (AAX) £1260, 
(AAX) £1240, (AAX) £1190, 
(CharX) £1240, (CharX & 
SimX) £1200, (CharX) £1180;  
Dippen (LimX & BBX) £1220
Bullocks (ppk)
Killocraw (BBX) 266.4p;  
Achnaba (LimX) 264.4p; 
East Laggan (CharX) 264.3p; 
Poltalloch (AAX) 237.8p; 
Duallin (SimX) 217.5p
Heifers (£ph)
Dippen (LimX) £1290; 
Balegreggan (CharX) £1210; 
Killocraw (BBX) £1200; 
Balegreggan (AAX) £1080 & 

Around the markets

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Ellie-May has the 
foodies fl ocking
Foodies hungry for Argyll 
lamb are � ocking to young 
farmer Ellie-May Bovill.

� e 19-year-old from 
Inverinan saved money from 
washing dishes and house-
keeping jobs to buy her � rst 
sheep.

Word soon spread about 
Ellie-May’s ‘shear’ determi-
nation to make a living from 
her � ock and when the � rst 
meat came back from Mull 
slaughterhouse in June, it sold 
out in just two hours. Takers 
included nearby Kilchrenan 
Inn and Blackrock Curry, as 
well as villagers hungry to try 
it out at home.

� e next supply should 
be ready later this summer 
and customers are already 
queuing up. ‘It ran out pretty 
quickly last time. Everyone 
said it had such a unique 
taste. It was quite strange 
when I was washing dishes at 
the restaurant and they were 
cooking it up. I could smell 
it and thought oh, that’s my 
sheep!’ said Ellie-May.

One sheep who escaped the 
pot was Lamb Chop. A dash 
for freedom on slaughter 
day meant he avoided the 
butcher’s block and he is now 
Ellie’s o�  cial mascot. She 
said: ‘Everyone knows about 
Lamb Chop – even the man-

Ellie-May says she cannot imagine working anywhere else now. 16-T31-EllieMayBovill04

ager of the Northern Ireland 
football team who called into 
the local pub heard the tale 
of his escape. He ran o�  just 
as we were loading up the 
trailer. We went without him 
and didn’t see him for three 
days. He eventually turned 
up, cool as anything, wanting 
his head scratched. He’s got 
great horns. I planned to get 
them made into a crook a� er 
he was slaughtered but that’s 
not likely to happen because 
he’s so famous. People would 
never forgive me!’

Ellie-May, who studied 
agriculture at college in 
Oban, could well be Argyll’s 

youngest shepherdess not 
to come from a farming 
background and to start her 
own � ock from scratch. � e 
� rst 10 years of her life were 
spent in Hull before moving 
to Scotland with her parents.

It was helping on a friend’s 
farm that � rst inspired her to 
have a go and, with sheepdog 
Maud by her side, she has not 
looked back since, despite 
having one of her � ock stolen 
recently.

‘I have the best job in the 
world. � ere’s nothing else 
I’d rather do. 

‘I’m lucky I’ve got good 
friends ready to help out if 

I get stuck, but really we all 
help each other out. � at’s 
how it is here, it’s lovely,’ she 
said.

In a couple of months, 
she takes delivery of two 
Highland cattle bullocks 
to keep the grass down and 
has great expectations for a 
new tup. By 2023, she hopes 
to have 200 sheep and 200 
hectares. ‘I’d love to stay here 
but there’s not the available 
land. I will go wherever life 
takes me to make it happen. 
It’s all happened so quickly. 
One minute I had 12 sheep 
and now I’ve got more than 
40,’ said Ellie-May.

Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing 
has called on farmers to 
respond to Stability and 
Simplicity: proposals for 
a rural funding transi-
tion period consultation 
paper. 

He said: ‘As we are 
taken out of the EU, we 
must decide how radical 
we wish to be and, 
importantly, how fast 
we wish to change. My 
priority remains pro-
viding people in rural 

businesses with as much 
security as possible, 
which is why I published 
the most comprehensive 
farming Brexit paper to 
be found in the UK last 
month.

‘� e proposals aim 
to provide stability, 
certainty and simplicity 
for rural businesses in 
the period immediately 
a� er Scotland might 
have to leave the EU 
in 2019, with the 
central measure being 

a transition period of 
between three and � ve 
years – as suggested 
by the Agricultural 
Champions. It sets out 
ideas for short-term 
simpli� cation that could 
help claimants of CAP-
related support. It asks 
questions on how best 
to support and integrate 
agriculture into the 
broader rural economy 
over the transition pe-
riod and beyond and it 
seeks views on how pilot 

projects might be devel-
oped and used to test 
di� erent approaches to 
rural support. It marks 
the start of the process 
of developing a new 
rural support policy and 
forms part of the civic 
conversation being led 
by the National Council 
of Rural Advisors over 
the summer. � at is why 
it is important for farm-
ers and rural businesses 
to submit their views.’

Ewing seeks views of farmers ahead of impending Brexit
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Judge Bill Cameron presents the trophy to champion 
owner Duncan Semple, Dippen Farm, Carradale.

Tel: 01586 553230

MARSHALL 14 TON DUMP TRAILER

Year 2007, very 
good order

£4,500

(SimX) £1060
Heifers (ppk)
Uigle (LimX) 291p;  Killocraw 
277.3p; East Laggan (CharX) 
240.3p; Duallin (SimX) 220.5p; 
Balegreggan (AAX) 197.3p
Breeding cattle (21)
Heifer with bull calf at foot £1580 
Laggan Farms
Heifer with heifer calf at foot 
£1520 Laggan Farms
Prize list.
Champion (sponsored by P 
McKerral & Co): Limousin 
bullock from Semple, Dippen
Reserve Champion (sponsored 
by Glenside Tractors) & best 
opposite sex to Champion: 
British Blue Cross heifer from 
Lines, Killocraw
Best pen of 4 cattle in yard 
(sponsored by Davidson Feeds Ltd)
1. Semple, Dippen, 2. Ronald, 
East Laggan, 3. Gillies, 
Ballochgair
Charolais bullock: 1. Ronald, East 
Laggan, 2. Semple, Dippen
Limousin bullock: 1. Semple, Dippen.
Charolais heifer: 1. Semple, 
Dippen, 2. Ronald, East Laggan, 
3. McIntyre, Glenehervie
Limousin heifer: 1, Semple, 
Dippen, 2. Gillies, Ballochgair
Any other breed bullock: 1. Lines, 
Killocraw, 2. Lines, Killocraw
Any other breed heifer: 1. Lines, 
Killocraw. SHEEP 

SHEARING 
AVAILABLE 

Contact
Tony

07791
410621



IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE 
TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair.  Also all types of 
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, including commercial 
vans, trucks, cars, motorhomes, 

caravans, touring caravans,
any condition.

Tel 07546 
788945

WANTED
All types of good 

quality 4 x 4 
vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford 

etc and all 4 x 4 
pickups, must be 

good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  

Older 4 x 4’s and non 
runners/MOT failures 

etc considered.
Will collect. 

Tel 07546
788945

WANTED
All touring 

caravans and 
motor homes, 

campers etc, high 
mileage, MOT 

failures or damp, 
all considered, any 

make or model, 
will travel.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Call today on
 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4s
FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 

Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, 
Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet 
purchases. Any age nearly new or 

old, any conditions from perfect to 
written o� , non runners, rotten, no 
MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST 11AM
BOATS, ENGINES, TRAILERS, ETC...

DIVE CENTRE CAR PARK, ARGYLL CARAVAN PARK, INVERARAY

07967 410463 (AFTER 5PM)

WORKSHOP
CLEARANCE

SALE

Contact William 
07730 130284

email 
wlmotorhomes@

outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR 
HOMES

Caravanettes and 
camper vans, all 

makes and models 
considered. Also 
touring caravans 

and statics, instant 
decision, same day 

payment.
Tel 01583 431333

DELL QUAY FISHERBOAT

19ft, Sabb, diesel engine, complete with trailer,  all in 
immaculate condition  £4,500 ONO

Call today on
0778 985 5381

WANTED FOR CASH
All vehicles, all makes, all models 

wanted, MOT failures, any condition  
non runners, Young or Old, prompt 

payment and collection. 

Tel 01880 770267

FIBREGLASS DINGHY

CLINKER BUILT FIBREGLASS DINGHY WITH NEW 2.5 HP 4 STROKE 
OUTBOARD ENGINE. WITH LAUNCHING TRAILER, SPARE SEAGULL 

ENGINE, OARS, ANCHOR, SPARE WHEEL FOR ROAD TRAILER.

£1,200.00

0141 942 1831 ramsay.vallance@gmail.com

SCHIEHALLION - CONTESSA 26

4berth sailing cruiser,1972,built by Jeremy Rogers.6 sails,mainsail cover, 
inboard  Yanmar 1GM10 diesel with 3 blade prop sprayhood,cockpit 

cover,Tennamast boat cradle CQR, Bruce and � shermaǹ s anchors with 
150 ft of chain ,bilge pump,hand held GPS+VHF radio, Jabsco toilet ,warps 

fenders,recent in� atable dinghy, laid up Arran Yacht Club Lamlash

£6,000ONO

Tel 01852 300200

STORMCATS 16’6”

2010 INDESPENSION TRAILER WITH NEW WHEELS
AND TYRES, OARS & ROWLOCKS.  ALL EXCELLENT CONDITION. 

CAREFULLY MAINTAINED. PHOTO’S ON REQUEST.
£3,495 ONO

Tel: 07742 587 356 or 01586 830662

ZODIAC MK II

6 person in� atable with aluminium � oor and console steering. Approx 
14’ x 5’ x 7’. Includes 20hp reconditioned mariner engine, 2 fuel tanks, 
oars, pump, road trailer and launching trailer. No patches, full working 
order and sea worthy, extremely stable and reliable in rough water. 

Spare props and extras.

£1,500
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We like to think of our service as more bespoke than 
standard. And while you might expect our choice to 
cover panel vans, pick-ups and passenger vehicles, 
our range of options is much more extensive. 

These include conversions that can be created to 
match the requirements of your business. We can 
also put together fl exible fi nance packages to fi t your 
business budget along with service and maintenance 
plans to make sure your vehicles and your business 
continue to run smoothly.

For more information, why not call us today or 
drop by our showroom?

Businesses come 
in all shapes and sizes. 
So do our vans.

Working With You.
Volkswagen Van Centre Glasgow Darnley
901 Kennishead Road, Darnley, Glasgow. Telephone: 0141 302 4674.
Find us on your sat-nav using G53 7RA.
www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk/glasgow-west



S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR 
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN SPICER : 07831 808702

WITH S&S SERVICES - SUBARU UK’s No1 DEALER

DEALS YOU WOULD BE
CRAZY TO  MISS OUT ON!

Special Offer 

from you local dealer S&S Services
FREE ACCESSORY PACK WORTH

£1000
choose from Adventure, Protection or Pet



01436 672779www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk for more details.

HELENSBURGH TOYOTA
Consistently been voted No1 in Scotland for Customer Service

5-7 John Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute G84 8BA

For a limited time only, you can benefit from 0% APR when you sign up to an AccessToyota or Hire Purchase finance agreement over 24 months or a low 
2.9% APR for agreements over 25-48 months on AccessToyota, and 25-60 months on Hire Purchase.

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer is subject to availability and is available on used Toyota Yaris Conventional vehicles, excluding 18’ plates, when proposed between 13th July 2018 and 3rd 
September 2018 and financed between 13th July 2018 and 13th September 2018 through Toyota Financial Services.Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh 
Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are 

available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time.

We take pride in making sure we look after our customers including delivering cars across Argyll & Bute and the islands 

and picking them up when a service is needed. We can also deliver a free courtesy car when your car is being serviced. 

We have a wide range of new and used cars to suit all needs and budgets.
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 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTIES
PUB/RESTAURANT FOR SALE
WHISKY MACS

CAMPBELTOWN
Offers over £169,000

Now on the market as the owners are retiring after 25 
years, great restaurant potential. Realistically priced.
All enquiries to Mactaggart Property 01586 552317

mail@mactaggart-property.co.uk

Scottish Property Federation urges 
improvement in planning performance
Scotland’s chief statistician has released � gures 
on planning applications for the year 2017/18. 
� ese � gures for local and major developments 
include di� erent trends in decision time and 
approval rates.

Commenting on the planning service statis-
tics, David Melhuish, director of the Scottish 
Property Federation, said: ‘� e drop in recent 
performance, as highlighted by these planning 
statistics, is cause for concern. For the average 
time taken to deliver decisions on major de-
velopments to have increased signi� cantly in 
quarter four, despite a continuing fall in the 
overall number of applications determined, is 
particularly worrying and we must simply do 
better.

‘Planning fees were increased six-fold last June 
with major applicants hoping to see an improve-
ment in the planning service. However, the jury 
is clearly out on whether an improvement in 
planning performance has been achieved.

‘While we recognise that it can take time to put 
in place the additional resources necessary, it is 
critical that local authorities use the new plan-
ning fees to invest in their planning services. At 
the moment, that improvement is patchy and we 
must see tangible progress across the board be-
fore any further fee increases are contemplated.

‘We urge local authorities to see planning as a 
tool of economic development and to prioritise 
these additional fees for the management and 
delivery of major developments.’ 

It’s the summer – you are already warm enough and sorting out heating for the winter is the 
last thing on your mind. But if you are thinking about installing a stove, then now really is the 
perfect time to get on and do it. Organising the installation while the lead times are short ensures 
that by the time the cold weather and long dark nights arrive you will be all set to cosy up in front 
of your � re.
A stove is a wonderful way to enhance a space, providing true comfort through the long winter 
months, a focal point for family and friends to gather round and an economical and e�  cient way 
to heat a room space.

At Backwoodsman our aim is to guide you through this process as smoothly as possible. We 
want to ensure that you end up with the right product for your individual requirements and a 
safe, e�  cient installation that will give years of good service.

For further information please call us on 01631 720539 to discuss your ideas.

“Just to let you know that the stove is a great success. 
We are really pleased with it and it is keeping us wonderfully cosy and warm.

Thank you so much for your advice and we will be very happy to endorse the excellent 
recommendations that we had of your services!

Now is the time to consider your new stove

” Mrs B, Oban

ADVERTORIAL



� e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August, 201848  RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can o� er you an exciting and 
rewarding career with one of Scotland’s foremost 
independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range 
of award winning publications, o� ering high 
quality advertising packages to local businesses.
You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to 
work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and e� ort. A full driving licence 
is essential.
Please apply by email with full CV and contact 
details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN
£  Excellent Basic 
+ £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension 
+ Good Holidays

Bield Job Opportunities
Bield Housing have 2 exciting opportunities at our 
retirement housing developments in Oban. We 
are looking for a Cook for our meals service, 21 
hours per week Fri to Sun, and an Assistant to 
undertake a range of cleaning of duties, 17.5hours 
per week Mon to Fri. Each role £16,599 FTE. 

Apply via www.bield.co.uk. 
Closing date 5th August 2018.

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

We have vacancies for: 

House Keeping staff 
2 Part Time Permanent positions £8.16 per hour.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.orgSenior Practitioner
Salary range £19,920.26
Duration Permanent
Working hours Full-time
Location Little Learners’ Nursery, Dunbeg
Closing Date Wednesday 8 August 2018

As senior practitioner you will contribute to ensuring the delivery of an 
effective early years service in line with local and national standards.

You will have delegated responsibilities and deputise for the nursery 
manager in their absence.

Ideally you should be qualified in a relevant degree or hold a relevant 
practice qualification at SCQF level 7 and be willing to enrol on the 
degree programme within 3 months of appointment.

Visit www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/staff/vacancies for more information on 
how to apply.

 

Compliance Manager 

Salary range £38,833-£43,685 per annum 
(depending on experience) 
Fixed Term Appointment – 3 years 
(Revised Person Specification) 

The Scottish Association for Marine Science is the oldest independent 
marine research organisation in the UK: one of the oldest in the world.  
We are located on a modern campus adjacent to the European Marine 
Science Park, on the peaceful Dunstaffnage peninsular, a few miles from 
the scenic coastal town of Oban (‘The Seafood Capital of Scotland’). 

We are seeking a dynamic, driven individual to play a key role in 
ensuring that SAMS complies with our regulatory and legal 
responsibilities.  The role will involve development of processes and 
procedures, training, creating and monitoring risk management controls, 
as well as advising staff, charity trustees and directors on compliance 
matters.

You will be expected to apply a risk-based and common sense approach 
to compliance assurance processes, keeping up to date with internal and 
external drivers, taking appropriate action to update any risk controls.  
Preparation of legal contracts will be an important element of the role, as 
will oversight of our GDPR compliance. 

We are looking for someone with energy who can successfully apply 
technical excellence, operational thinking, and charity / business 
awareness as well as strong project management skills.  You will also be 
the kind of person who enjoys approaching their work with thoroughness 
and precision, having a keen and flexible attitude to their work. 

This is an excellent opportunity to build upon your expertise and 
experience, or develop into a managerial role within the SAMS group. 

For further information and to apply by covering letter and CV for this 
position online, go to: www.sams.ac.uk. Alternatively, please send a CV 
and cover letter to:  Human Resources, Compliance Manager (Job Ref. 
D07/18.AM), The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish 
Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or e-mail 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk

Closing Date for all applications: 13th August 2018 
 

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal 
opportunities policy and welcomes applications from all sections of 

the community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G McNaughton 
& Son 

(Plant Hire) Ltd
Site 20, Kilmory Industrial 

Estate, Lochgilphead
Experienced HGV Class 

1 Low Loader Driver 
Required

Training for loading/
unloading will be given if 

necessary.
Tel: (01546) 602389 
during office hours

or email 
gmnargyll@gmail.com
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT
We are a leading independent firm of Chartered Accountants in the 
Highlands and Islands. We operate across offices in Oban, Fort William 
and Tobermory with our team of 5 partners and over 40 staff.

A great opportunity has arisen within our team to work with a diverse 
portfolio of owner managed businesses, providing commercially 
focused business and taxation advice to our clients. Whilst the majority 
of the varied role will be the provision of high quality general accounting 
and taxation work, the position could include an element of charity or 
audit work, depending on any interest or experience the successful 
candidate may have. 

Oban is a scenic west coast tourist town with a thriving economy 
which offers outstanding access to a huge range of leisure and cultural 
activities. Whether it is shinty, sailing, skiing or the rugged beauty of 
the west coast that attracts you to the area, this position provides a 
lifestyle opportunity second to none, with good prospects for career 
advancement.

Do you want to be part of a dynamic team with an excellent reputation 
and continue to develop your skills, whilst delivering a high standard of 
work to our clients?

Your highly competitive remuneration package will be dependent upon 
your skills and experience. No recruitment agencies please.

Please contact us including your CV to:-
Duncan Grout, Managing Partner.
dg@raclement.co.uk     www.raclement.co.uk

Advertising Sales 
Executive

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care

Based in Fort William you will be 
representing Lochaber Times, Lochaber Life 
and other award winning, well established 

publications.
You will be responsible for establishing and 

developing relationships within the local 
business community.

First class training and support given. Local 
knowledge would be an advantage but not 

essential. A current full driving licence is 
required.

Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
covering letter to:

ali@obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn 
to the following terms 
and conditions which 
relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all 
publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement 
are the Publisher, Wyvex 
Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and 
provides advertising 
space therein or pro-
vides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to 
the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall 
be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does 
not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves 
the right to cancel or alter 
the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an 
advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the 
Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or 
in person.

5   Cancellation of display 
advertising must be 
received by the Publisher 
before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the 
customer in full for 
the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit 
to the jurisdiction of 
the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher 
to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall 
not be liable for any loss 
or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribu-
tion of any newspaper or 
edition in which any ad-
vertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event 
of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, 
the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertise-
ment or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. 
No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made 

where the error, misprint 
or omission does not 
materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be 
notified to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, 
misprint or omission ex-
ceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement 
in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in 
connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/
Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages or 
other charges falling 
upon the publication 
as the result of legal 
actions or threatened 
legal actions arising 
from the publication of 
the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series 
of advertisements pub-
lished in accordance 
with copy instructions 
supplied to the publica-
tion in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the 
value of £75 must be paid 

on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All ad-
vertising on a credit basis 
must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any 
invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-pay-
ment the Publisher may 
charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill 
is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 
as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an 
additional invoice for 
the discount which will 
be treated as though it 
has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an 
advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our 
conditions.
Published by Wyvex 
Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk 
and registered as a 
newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsand-
conditions.wyvexmedia.
co.uk



PUBLIC NOTICES

First Registration 
of a Croft

Julian Morris and Hilary 
Morris has registered 
their croft 8 Ardnastang 
(South), Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 18, 
2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5223.

Proposed Assignation of 
a Grazing Share

K.C and J Tindal is applying 
to the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of the grazing share 
pertaining to Sandbank, 
Isle of Iona, PA76 6SW, 
Kilfinichen and Kilvickeon 
to Graham Lewis Tindal in 
the Iona West End. Written 
comments from those with a 
relevant interest (which may 
be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk within 28 days of this 
advert.

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TRAFFIC CALMING ON 

C1203 WEST LAROCH AND C1203 
LOAN FERN – BALLACHULISH

The Highland Council, in terms of the powers 
contained in The Roads (Traffic Calming) 
(Scotland) Regulations 1994, The Road Humps 
(Scotland) Regulations 1998, The Road Humps 
and Traffic Calming (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 1999, The Road Humps and Traffic 
Calming (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 
2002 propose to construct a number of traffic 
calming measures C1203 West Laroch and 
C1203 Loan, Ballachulish.    

A schedule of the proposals, together with 
the plan and the Authority’s Statement of 
Reasons can be inspected at the Community 
Noticeboard outside the Co-operative Food 
store Park Road, Ballachulish, PH49 4JS.

It should be noted that all objections must be 
made in writing and must specify the grounds 
thereof and should be made to the under-
signed on or before 27th August 2018.

Lisa MacKellaich, Road Safety Officer, Highland 
Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 
5NX (25.07.18)

An application for leave to bring proceedings 
has been raised at Oban Sheriff Court by 
Actavo, Westland House, Westland Park, 
Willow Road, Dublin 12 against MHL Civil 
Engineering Ltd, 11 Somerset Place, 
Glasgow, G3 7JT. If the Liquidator of MHL Civil 
Engineering Ltd, Brian William Milne, or any 
persons interested wish to show cause why 
the note should not be granted they should 
lodge answers at Oban Sheriff Court, Sheriff 
Court House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AL 
within eight days of this advertisement.
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Carbost -   Monday, 13 August, 1.00pm – 2.00pm,  Minginish Community Hall
Kilchoan - Tuesday, 14th August, 10.00am – 10.45am,  Community Centre
Strontian - Tuesday, 14th August, 4.00pm – 5.00pm, Sunart Centre
Ballachulish – Wednesday, 15th August, 11.00am – 12 noon, Village Hall
Fort William – Wednesday 15th August, 2.30pm – 3.30pm, Constituency O�  ce
Mallaig - Wednesday, 15th August, 4.30pm – 5.30pm, Swimming Pool
Sta�  n - Thursday, 16th August, 11.00am – 12 noon, Community Hall
Portree - Thursday, 16th August, 3.00pm – 4.00pm, Service Point
Muck and Eigg – Thursday 23rd August
Rum and Canna – Friday 24th August

All welcome and no appointments necessary Ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk

Ian Blackford MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber is holding surgeries in the 
following locations:- 
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days & 21 days for 18/03375/LBC
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/03017/PIP

18/03376/FUL

18/03323/FUL

18/03391/FUL

18/03200/PIP

18/03425/PIP

18/03375/LBC

18/02808/PIP

18/02766/FUL

Land 40M East Of Yatter 
Whaup Croft, Tigh A 
Phuirt, Ballachulish

Glencoe Independent 
Hostel
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Land 35M SW Of Farm 
Bothy, Inverie, Knoydart

Land 110M NE Of Nadurra
Gairlochy, Spean Bridge

Cross Cottage Croft 
Caravan Park
North Ballachulish, Onich

Glenancross Guesthouse
Morar, Mallaig

6 High Street
Fort William

Land 180M North East Of
Glasnacardoch Lodge, 
Mallaig

Glenancross Guesthouse
Morar, Mallaig

Erection of house

Alterations and erection of 
replacement extension to 
bunkhouse

Siting of static caravan

Erection of house, installation of 
access, drainage & levelling of the 
site

Erection of house

Erection of house

Stone cleaning of building & 
boundary wall using DOFF steam-
based cleaning method

Erection of house

Subdivision of house to form house 
and separate cottage

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
PLOUGH DREDGING, LOCH 

FEOCHAN, SOUTH OF OBAN

Notice is hereby given that Ardoran Marine Ltd has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010, in respect of plough dredging at: 

 Location Latitude Longitude

 Loch Feochan 56° 21.467’ N 005° 29.786’ W
  56° 21.455’ N 005° 29.759’ W
  56° 21.446’ N 005° 29.811’ W
  56° 21.439’ N 005° 29.785’ W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Corran Halls Library
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email 
to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference:  
06731 and Ardoran Marine Ltd. 
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing 
Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications 
for marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010 and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. 
During the consultation process any person having an 
interest in the outcome of the application may make 
representation to MS-LOT. The representation may 
contain personal information, for example a name 
or address. This representation will only be used for 
the purpose of determining an application and will be 
stored securely in the Scottish Government’s official 
corporate record. Representations will be shared with 
the applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the 
applicant, any people or organisations that we consult 
in relation to the application and, where necessary, be 
published online, however personal information will be 
removed before sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://
www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/
PrivacyNotice. If you are unable to access this, or 
you have any queries or concerns about how your 
personal information will be handled, contact MS-
LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 
9DB.

Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Roddy McCuish 

(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor McCuish will be holding a surgery on Friday 3rd August 
2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 1.30pm 
- 4.00pm
He can be contacted by email – Roderick.McCuish@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 567854

Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor Lynch will be holding a surgery on Friday 10th August 2018 
in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 2.00pm - 
4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by 
telephone 01631 567893

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday 24th August 
2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 10.00am 
- 12 Noon.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email – 
Elaine.Robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor 
(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 24th August 
2018 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 2.00pm 
- 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567853

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 17th August 2018 
in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban from 2.00pm - 
4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by 
telephone 01631 562 444

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
(THE ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) ORDER 2018 
On Monday 30th July 2018, Argyll and Bute Council, in exercise of the 
powers conferred on them by section 62 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 
1984, made the above named Order the effect of which will be that for 
a temporary period, for the purpose of facilitating a free flow of traffic 
for the duration of the Argyllshire Gathering, Oban Games, no person 
shall cause or permit a vehicle to wait on any of the lengths of road 
indicated in the schedule below.
The restrictions imposed by this Order, which are desirable because of 
considerations of public safety and convenience during the event, will be 
in operation between 0800 and 1800 hours on the 23rd August 2018.
SCHEDULE – NO WAITING AT ANY TIME/NO LOADING AT ANY TIME

Name of Road in Oban Extent of Restriction

Glencruitten Road On both sides between Soroba Road and the 
access road to the Golf Club

Mossfield Avenue On both sides between Glencruitten Road and 
Glencruitten Drive

Quarry Road On both sides from Glencruitten Road for 
a distance of 30 metres or thereby.

Mossfield Drive On both sides from Glencruitten Road for 
a distance of 30 metres or thereby.

Contravention of the Order, which may be inspected at the Argyll & Bute 
Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, could result in a penalty of up 
to £500.
Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 
1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS  
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/01599/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 3
Land East Of Cleigh Mill
Kilmore Oban
Argyll And Bute

18/01373/PP Installation of a replacement 
mast, additional antennas, 
vsat dish, vsat support 
platform, equipment cabinets, 
generator and ancillary 
development thereto (part 
retrospective)

Glen Nant Woodland
Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute

18/01544/PP Erection of dwellinghouse  
and installation of sewage 
treatment plant

The Stackyard Knockan
Ardtun Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute
PA67 6DP

18/01584/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank  
and formation of vehicular 
access

Land South East Of  
Tigh Na Bata
Kilmelford Oban
Argyll And Bute 

18/01582/PP Change of use of ancillary 
residential accommodation  
to short term holiday let 
accommodation

Swallows Roost
The Oa
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute
PA42 7AX

18/01451/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
formation of vehicular access 
and installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land North East Of Jura 
Parish Church
Craighouse
Isle Of Jura
Argyll And Bute

18/01435/PP Formation of mixed use path 
and ancillary works (amended 
route to planning permission 
reference 16/02675/PP)

Land Between Port Bhan 
War Memorial And 
Bruichladdich
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries 
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Lorne MacMillan trading as LMM Plant 
Hire and Contractor, Tigh-na-Mara, Back 
of Keppoch, Arisaig, PH39 4NS is ap-
plying for a licence to use Tigh-na-Mara, 
Back of Keppoch, Arisaig, PH39 4NS as 
an operating centre for one lorry.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must 
at the same time send a copy of their rep-
resentations to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A Guide to 
making Representations is available from 
the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

MOBILITYCHIMNEY SWEEP

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

BLASTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

OBAN BLINDS

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Private sales free listings for items under £100

PERSONAL

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

THANK YOU 
Freena MacDougall would like to thank family,

friends and neighbours for cards, � owers, telephone 
calls and gifts received after a brief stay in hospital. 

Also, grateful thanks to Dr. Marvincz; ambulance crew, 
air ambulance crew; and the sta�  of the cardiac unit, 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital for you care and kindness.

Willie and Helen Harrison
We wish you well on your big adventure!  
You are loved and will be missed. Hope 

the sun shines warm and bright 
Nos vemos pronto, amigos
Love from all the family xxx

A NEW CHAPTER 
IN THE SUN

Happy 18th Birthday 
Rachael!

Lots of love from 
all your family in Oban,

Stonehaven and Portugal  X X XStonehaven and Portugal  X X XStonehaven and Portugal  X X XStonehaven and Portugal  X X XStonehaven and Portugal  X X X

Bicycles
LADIES OLYMPUS  Mirage 
mountain bike, full suspension, 
3 x 6 Shimano gears, 18” frame, 
26” wheels, excellent condition, 
£85 ono Tel 01852 300025.

MERIDA CROSSWAYS 20 
ladies bicycle. As new. Never 
used. User manual included, 
£210 Tel 01631 710302².

Building / DIY
110V MAKITA JIG SAW, £15 Tel 
01586 553730 or 07746 026218.
FOLDING TUBULAR 4 step 
ladder, new, £20 Tel01586 
553730 or 07746 026218.
OXY ACETYLENE CUTTER 
new, £60 Tel 01586 553730 or 
07746 026218.
PAIR OF FOUR METER al-
uminium ladders, £60 Tel 
01586 553730 or 07746 026218.
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, £40 
Tel 01631 564578².

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
SMART TROUSERS NEW 
Brook Taverner for school/of-
� ce. Navy or black. Various sizes. 
Moving house - need rid. Retail 
over £22, £8 Tel  07813 687362.

Domestic Appliances
BREAD MAKER Morphy rich-
ards bread maker, excellent con-
dition, only used a few times. 
Can deliver to Oban. Calls eve-
nings, £45 Tel 01852 300154.
BREAD MAKER Russell Hobbs 
Bread Maker. Benderloch, £20 
Tel 01631 720301.
FRIDGE Hotpoint upright 
fridge 1500mm. Benderloch, 
£50 Tel 01631 720301.
HOTPOINT AQUARIUS 
DISHWASHER FDW 20 model, 
seldom used, £50 Tel 01852 300320.
REFRIDGERATOR Indesit, 
£40 Tel 01852 300320.
RUSSELL HOBBS TOASTER 
4 slice, £8 Tel 01852 300320.
SHARP MICROWAVE Model 
R206, £30 Tel 01852 300320.
STEAM PRESS Singer Steam 
Iron presser. Benderloch, £20 
Tel 01631 720301.
STOVES ELECTRIC OVEN 
Model EC600, £40 Tel 01852 300320.
WASHING MACHINE Bosch 
Washing Machine front load-
er. Benderloch, buyer collects, 
£50 Tel 01631 720301.

Firearms
GUNS FOR SALE 
Beretta Silver Pigeon 12B O-U, 
M-C sporting 29½ in. £800
Beretta 687DL 12B, O-U, 
M-C, 28 in. £1,000
Beretta semi-auto 319 
Extrema 2, 3½ 5 shot. £900
FAC required, Tel 07990 886646².

Furniture
2 CREAM LEATHER 2 seater, 
recliner couches and a match-
ing storage footstool, all in 
very good condition, made by 
Ekornes, Stressless. Reason 
for sale, moving to smaller 
house, £250 Tel 01583 421535.
3 PIECE BROWN LEATHER 
SUITE with footstool, in excellent 
condition, £450 Tel 01631 566811.
BEDROOM SET 5 piece match-
ing set, white/wood e� ect. 
Photos can be emailed. Buyer up-
li� s, £60 Tel 01852 300272.
IKEA TABLE Laminate 
wood e� ect top with remova-
ble metal legs. Ex Condition. 
Can use as dining or desk ta-
ble. W81cm H73 L160, £70 Tel 
01631 720369.
IKEA TABLE Laminate wood 
e� ect top removable metal legs 
L160cm x W81 x H72cm can 
email pics as new use as desk or 
table, £70 Tel 01631 720369.
ROUND DINING TABLE 
Mahogany 32” diameter with 
4 matching chairs, £50 Tel  
01852 300320.

SETTEE 3 seater settee, cream fab-
ric. Photos can be emailed. Buyer 
uplifts, £15 Tel 01852 300272².
SETTEE 1 brown leather 3 seater 
settee. Can email photos. Buyer 
upli� s, £15 Tel 01852 300272².
SINGLE BED with matching pine 
headboard, £30 Tel 01852 300320.
TABLE/ CHAIRS SET 6�  x 3�  
glass top/pine table, 4 chairs. 
Photos can be emailed. Buyer 
upli� s, £30 Tel 01852 300272.
THREE PIECE SUITE Green 
Velour, £50 Tel 01852 300320.
TWO DINING ROOM CHAIRS 
Beautiful carving on back and 
legs, £20 Tel 01546 850287.

Garden
2 TRIANGULAR FOLDING 
washing stands, including 
ropes. Easdale, £5 each Tel 
01852 300209².
ALLMAN PRO X-15  knapsack 
sprayer, £30 Tel 01880 730326.
CYLINDER MOWER never 
used, £25 Tel 01586 553730 or 
07746 026218.

LARGE GAS BARBEQUE 
with barrel lid and side tray. 
Easdale, £40 Tel 01852 300209².
SYTHE  little used, £15 Tel 
01586 553730 or 07746 026218.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from £30 
Tel 01631 564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40 Tel 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful gar-
den feature, various sizes 
from £90 Tel 01631 564578².

Garden Machinery
FLYMO MOWER & 
STRIMMER - Both in good 
working order. Mower is 
small � ymo turbo 330. � e 
Strimmer is cordless with a 
rechargeable battery & charg-
er,  £70 Tel 07934 491712.
SMALL ELECTRIC 
LAWNMOWER single blade 
on four wheels. Easdale, £20 
Tel 01852 300209².

Health and Fitness
REVITIVE IX circulation 
booster, as seen on TV, as new 
07709 529517, £50 Tel 01631 
565582 or 07709 529517.

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces
CAST IRON LOUNGE FIRE 
gas, free standing large (25”H 
x 20”W x 11”D), about 3kw. 
Easdale, £85 Tel 01852 300209².

DIMPLEX PANEL HEATER 
Willow white electric wall 
heater. As new. Watt 3000. 
Model PLX 300. H44cm 
W85cm D10cm. Can email 
pics, £50 Tel 01631 720369.

Hobbies and Crafts
CRICUT ELECTRONIC 
CUTTER Complete including 
3 George Cartridges + Gypsy 
Design Anywhere (no instruc-
tions), £80 ono Tel 01397 772318.

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
, white, blue and pink colours in 
stock, available in A3/A4/A5 siz-
es, from 13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print on 01586 554975.

Home Entertainment
PANASONIC DVD 
RECORDER With Freeview 
VHS Super Multi Format 

Recording and Playback 
DMR-EZ49 VEBK, £80 ono 
Tel 01397 772318.

Home Furnishings
2 SINGLE MATTRESSES 
Silentnight. Good condition. 
Photos can be emailed. Buyer 
upli� s, £20 Tel 01852 300272.

Home O�  ce
EXECUTIVE DESK Excellent 
condition, measures: L=153.5 
x D=75x H=71.5cm.3 draw-
ers rightside, 1 drawer + � ling 
drawer le� side. Call evenings, 
£65 Tel 01852 300154.
SMALL COMPUTER DESK 
Very good condition, measures 
L=82x H79.5x W=58cm. Can 
deliver to Oban. Calls evenings, 
£40 Tel 01852 300154.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS 
featuring spectacular pho-
tography of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, beach-
es and mountains. Places in-
clude: Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 
Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popu-
lar gi�  for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk or tel 01371 851868.

Marine
BOAT STEERING WHEEL 
small boat 6 spoke stainless 
steering wheel. Old but in 
very good condition. Usable 
to ornamental. Bargain at, 
£50 Tel 01631 564578².
RIVER KAYAK 5m approx, 
not damaged but in need of 
TLC and new seat, Easdale,  
£55 ono Tel 01852 300209².
VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excellent 
conditions. Usuable or or-
namental. Bargain at £45 Tel 
01631 564578².

Musical 
Instruments
PIANO ACCORDION Baile 
Clansman, � rst class order, 120 
bass, full size, o� ers around 
£350 Tel 07741 778459².

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
POWACADDY ELECTRIC 
MOTOR GOLF  Good con-
dition. Ideal for 9 or 12 holes 

but needs new battery for 
18. Includes 9 hole battery 
and charger. Easdale, £95 Tel 
01852 300209.

Poultry
PULLETS brown, black or 
pure, ducks, also hen and 
duck sheds. Feeders and 
drinkers, Tel 01470 572213.

Tickets for Sale
RUNRIG TICKETS Stirling, 
17th August, standing, £99.00 
the pair Tel 07830 386044.

Trailers
TRAILER LIGHTING 
BOARD, £25 Telephone 01880 
730326.
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GRADUATION

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate your 
Graduation

Only £24 inc.VATOnly£24
First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name 

and which schools they have gone to, and place of 
work a� er study.

DUNCAN FLETCHER
Graduated with  First Class BA Hons. International Sports 

Management from Glasgow Caledonian University. Duncan is 
the son of Rosemary and Donald Fletcher, Persabus Farm, Islay. 

Grandson of Jo and John Hyde, Caol ila and the late Arra and 
Valinda Fletcher, Persabus. A former pupil of Keills Primary 
School and Islay High School, Duncan is currently in the US 

working for Camp America.

ELLEN MCMURCHY
Graduated from the University of Glasgow with a BSc (Bachelor 
of Science) in Zoology. Ellen is the daughter of Alan and Lorna 
McMurchy. She is a former pupil of Cradlehall Primary School 
and Culloden Academy, Inverness. Ellen has Taynuilt connec-
tions being the granddaughter of Mary and the late William 

McMurchy, and Marjory and Duncan McGregor.

HEATHER CAMPBELL
Graduated with a First Class Honours Degree BA Primary 

Education from the University of Strathclyde. Heather is the 
daughter of Jimmy and Christine Campbell. A former pupil of 

Bunessan Primary School and Oban High School.

KATIE-MARY RUSSELL
Graduated from the University of Aberdeen with a First Class 

Honours Degree MA in Education. Katie is the daughter of Paul 
and Christine Russell of Garvan, Kinlocheil. Katie attended 
Lochyside RC Primary School and Lochaber High School.

THOMAS ANDREW DAVID CUMMINS
Graduated from Glasgow Caledonian University with an 

Honours Degree in International Marketing. � omas is the 
son of Paul and Gemma, brother of Paul, grandson of the late 

Jack and Jean Watson, Oban and � omas and Janet Cummins, 
Liverpool. Congratulations from Amy and all the family.

DEATHS
MACDONALD -  Ina. 
Peacefully at home on July 
29, 2018, aged 84 years. 
Beloved wife of the late John 
MacDonald. Much loved and 
loving mother, granny and 
great-granny. Funeral service 
at Kilmore and Kilninian 
Parish Church on Friday, 
August 3 at 11.30 a.m.
MACPHEE - Mary Ann 
(née MacKinnon), age 81, 
of Frobost, South Uist, for-
merly of Cruachan Crescent, 
Dunollie, beloved wife of 
Iain MacPhee, passed away 
peacefully on Monday July 
30, 2018 at the Uist and Barra 
Hospital, Benbecula. � anks 
to all sta�  at the hospital for 
excellent and professional 
care. Will be sorely missed 
by all. Always in our hearts, 
with love from your devoted 
family. RIP.
McGAW - Peacefully, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on Friday, July 27, 
2018, a� er a long illness, 
bravely fought, Eileen, much 
loved mum to Irene, Tina 
and Jamie and son-in-laws 
Charlie and Hughie, a special 
nana to Allyson. Will be 
sorely missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MUNRO - Christine and 
the family of the late Sandy 
Munro would like to sincerely 
thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
support and baking following 
his recent death. Our grateful 
thanks to doctors, nursing 
sta�  of Ward B and Connel 
Surgery who cared for him 
over a number of years. 
Special thanks to Mr Donald 
MacKinnon for a comforting 
service, Mr Graham Fraser 
for his heartfelt words, Mr 
Norman Nicholson and Mr 
Neil Sinclair for playing 
Sandy’s favourite tunes and 
to all those who paid their re-
spects at the church and at the 
graveside. � anks also to Ian 
of D&A Munn for his excep-
tional guidance before and 
on the day, Petals of Oban for 
the beautiful � oral tributes 
and the Lochnell Arms Hotel 
for a magni� cent bu� et. � e 
overwhelming donations 
collected will be split between 
ABCD and the Scottish Air 
Ambulance. � ank you all so 
much. A loving husband of 
61 years, a great father and a 
patient, doting grandpa. We 
miss you.
POWLETT - Ylva and Mark, 
children of the late Kari 
Powlett, wish to express their 
heartfelt gratitude and thanks 
to family and friends and for 
their thoughtful kindness and 
support. Special thanks to 
NHS ECCT Support workers, 
Lorn Medical Centre, District 
nurses, for such amazing 
kind care and never ending 
attention and support. Rev 

Tom Telfer for his comforting 
services and prayers, H Hoey 
Funeral Director and the 
� oral contributions, cards, 
telephone calls, all those who 
came from near and far to pay 
their last respects. We are so 
grateful for all. � e Lochview 
Bar and Grill, Dalavich, and 
� e Cardross Inn for their 
excellent purveys, and a re-
tirement collection for Marie 
Curie and Hope Kitchen. We 
miss our mum, but precious 
memories last forever.

MEMORIAMS
GILLIES - 5th Anniversary. In 
loving memory of  May, beloved 
mum, granny and great granny 
who died August 1, 2013.
Quietly today your memory 
we treasure
Missing you always forgetting 
you never.
- Love � eresa, Anne, Angela 
and families.
KERMODE - John, 24.05.40 
- 31.07.06. Sorely missed 
husband, father and papa.
- Lilian and family
All our trust is in the Lord.
MACCOLL - In loving mem-
ory of Donnie, a much loved 
husband, dad, senair agus 
sin-senair, who passed away 
August 1, 2017. We have lots of 
lovely memories.
But wish we still had you.
Always in our thoughts
- Jeannie and family.
MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of Ian our son, 
brother, uncle and dad, who 
died August 1, 2014.
A loving heart stopped beating
As we watched you slip away
Our hearts were truly broken
As you fought so hard to stay
God saw you were so tired
� e cure was not to be
He put his arms around you
And whispered come to me.
- Lots of love Mum, Dad, 
Fiona, Michael, Rebecca and 
Matthew.
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of Helen May who 
passed away on August 7, 2016.
Gone but never forgotten
Loved forever.
- Husband Donnie and 
daughter Eilidh.
McCLOUNNAN - In memo-
ry of Margaret McClounnan, 
died August 4, 2016 aged 65. 
Much loved mum of Stewart 
and David.
- Sadly missed by family and 
friends.
McFALL - Ilene. In loving 
memory of our dear sister, 
died August 4.
Ten years have passed since 
that sad day
When the sister we loved was 
called away
� e day, the hour, we will 
never forget
Cause in our hearts she is 
with us yet
Sorely missed.
- Maureen, Kate, Alyson and 
families xxxx.
Auntie Ilene - Too precious to 
ever forget xxxxxxx.

ROBERTSON - Charlie. In 
loving memory of our dear 
dad, died August 7, 1996.
Treasured memories of when 
we were all together.
- Maureen, Kate, Alyson and 
families xxxx.

STOTT - Treasured memories 
of a dear dad and grandpa, Bill, 
died August 5, 1999.
Sadly missed by all.
- Rosemary, Ewen and family, 
Spean Bridge.
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THOUGHT 
for the week

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Hugh Smith
– a tribute
It does feel strange to be writ-
ing a tribute for a man who was 
an expert at writing them, in-
cluding a most thoughtful one 
for my wife, Valerie, after she 
was killed in a road accident 
nine years ago.

Hugh Smith was a champion 
of Islay, a champion of Gaelic, 
an understated champion of his 
religious faith and, primarily, a 
champion of his family.

Born at Gruinart on Islay, 
Hugh was educated at Bowmore 
Secondary School, leaving at 
the age of 15, despite having 
the ability to progress further 
in his education. He worked in 
Islay for a number of years and 
was well known for his recita-
tions at concerts and ceilidhs, 
as well as chairing such events. 
He moved to Glasgow in 1973 
and worked for the city coun-
cil at the City Chambers. He 
married his much loved wife, 
Netta, in 1975.

Hugh quickly became a 
central figure in the Glasgow 
Gaelic scene. A leading light in 
Gaelic drama, he wrote, pro-
duced and acted in a number 
of plays. He was president of 
the Glasgow Islay Association 
for three years, leading it with 

skill and imagination. Hugh 
regularly chaired concerts and 
ceilidhs in the city and enter-
tained the audience with his 
unique form of wit.

Hugh Smith contributed the 
weekly Glasgow Letter to The 
Oban Times for a number of 
years, keeping the Highland 
population of the city ac-
quainted with all the relevant 
activities. Hugh’s letter was 
always so readable and, even 
if it was only telling us about 
AGMs, he did it in a witty 
way. He also took part in the 
television series Speaking our 
Language, including playing 
the part of a priest.

By this time Hugh was work-
ing as beadle at Giffnock South 
Parish Church – a job he loved. 
He retired 13 years ago and he 
and Netta moved to Bowmore, 
where he very quickly became 
involved in island activities.

As well as chairing concerts 
and ceilidhs, Hugh was very ac-
tive in reviving the local Mòd. 
He took groups of students to 
local places of interest, telling 
them in Gaelic about their 
history. He was vice-chair man 
of Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 
– the Gaelic College. He was, 

for a time, relief editor of The 
Ileach, the local newspaper. He 
became an elder of the Round 
Church and then became its 
session clerk. 

He was press officer and a 
committee member of Islay 
lifeboat. Hugh also wrote the 
Islay Letter for The Oban 
Times – the last of which was 
published only a few days be-
fore his death.

So it can be seen that Hugh 
Smith was very willing to share 

his considerable talents in 
many ways and he will sorely 
missed by both organisations 
and individuals, but especially 
by Netta, their daughter 
Susanne, twin sons Stephen 
and Christopher, and his 
six grandchildren, whom he 
adored.

The sympathy of the whole 
community is extended to 
them.

Kenneth � omson

Hugh Smith.

Someone recently encouraged 
me to join them at one of the 
local climbing walls.

I’d never tried this before 
but immediately enjoyed 
it and now I’m going most 
weeks. It’s a mental and 
physical challenge to try to 
get up some of the routes and 
improve the grades that you 
can manage.

At first you often seem to be 
struggling, only just hanging 
on and sometimes falling off 
so there’s a desire to improve 
your technique. You can 
learn from others to place 
more confidence in your feet 
because your legs are stronger 
than your arms and develop 
better balance to feel safer 
and more secure.

Trying, sometimes failing 
but trying again, you can 
gradually move forward and 
achieve more.

Life can often be a physical 
and mental challenge; a 
struggle in which we feel that 
we’re only just hanging on 
and every so often we fall.

Sometimes we can learn 
from others, maybe we 
can try harder to use what 
strengths we have and 
perhaps we can find a better 
balance in our life. Certainly 
we have to keep trying 
because it’s all we can do and 
hopefully we gradually feel 
more secure.

Some people find faith helps 
a lot.

Rev Sandy Stoddart,
Church of Scotland,
Duror and Glencoe:

St Mundas.



OT

�e Oban Times
Thursday 2 August 201856  SPORT

  FOOTBALL

Argyll and Bute 
Cup Tournament

Oban Saints won the Argyll and Bute Cup Tourna-
ment last year.

The annual Argyll and Bute Cup Tournament, spon-
sored by MAYDS, ARGYLLShare and Cafe 35 takes place 
in Lochgilphead on Saturday, kicking o� at 10am.
Eight teams are taking part: Group A - Campbeltown 
Pupils, Tarbert, Kilsyth and Dunoon.

Last year’s winners Oban Saints have been drawn in 
Group B along with hosts Lochgilphead Red Star, Port 
Glasgow and Neilston. 

Group A games will be played at the Ropework 
Park with Group B matches taking place on the 3G at 
Lochgilphead Joint Campus.

The top two in each section will qualify for the 
semi-�nals. Games are 20 minutes each way.

Ropework Park: Group A
10:00 - Campbeltown Pupils v Tarbert
10:50 - Kilsyth v Dunoon
11:40 - Campbeltown Pupils v Dunoon
12:30 - Kilsyth v Tarbert
13:20 - Dunoon v Tarbert
14:10 - Campbeltown Pupils v Kilsyth
Joint Campus 3G: Group B
10:00 - Lochgilphead Red Star v Oban Saints
10:50 - Neilston v Port Glasgow
11:40 - Neilston v Lochgilphead Red Star
12:30 - Oban Saints v Port Glasgow
13:20 - Oban Saints v Neilston
14:10 - Lochgilphead Red Star v Port Glasgow
The �rst semi-�nal between the winners of Group 

A and the runners-up in Group B will take place at 
3.10pm. The second semi-�nal between the winners of 
Group B and the runners-up in Group A is scheduled for 
4pm with the �nal at 5pm. Both semi-�nals and the �nal 
will be played at Ropework Park. 

Play-o� games to see who �nishes third and fourth 
in their group will take place on the 3G pitch at 3.10pm 
and 4pm.

GOLF

A respectable turnout of 11 gents contested the 
Strathorchy Trophy at the weekend.
 Despite recent heavy rain which made the course 
play slower and longer, there was some great scoring. 
Results: 1 Graham Melvin, nett two under par 62; 2 
equal Terry Macnair and Graeme Mackechnie, nett par 
64.

The weekend also saw the introduction of new 
playing arrangements at the 6th and 15th holes. Now 
there is some respite for those struggling to hit over 
the pond. If the �rst ball from either the white tee at 
the 6th or the white and yellow tees at the 15th goes 
into the pond, the player now has the option of playing 
three from the  new ‘drop zone’ in front of the yellow 
tee at the 6th. 

So now there is no need to have three or four spare 
balls in your pocket when heading for the 6th tee!

The Dalmally Mixed Pairs Open will be held on 
Sunday August 19. To enter, visit www.dalmallygolf-
club.co.uk 

Graham wins Strathorchy 
Trophy at Dalmally

Wind and rain...just a typical day at sea
Loch Fyne Sea 
Angling Club
It was blowing a hoolie and 
pouring with rain for day one 
of our annual league outing 
to Stornoway...just another 
typical day for us, writes 
Nikki �omson.

We set o� from Carloway 
on board the SYSAC II to 
pick up some mackerel, then, 
with any thoughts of �shing 
the deep water quickly dis-
pelled due to rough seas and 
windy conditions, we found 
ourselves destined for inshore 
waters and a day on the �ats.

Our skipper, Robbie Bell, 
never failed to put us on the 
�sh, but it was a challenging 
day with the strong wind 
speeding up the dri�s. It was 
di�cult to hold the bottom at 
times, however, we managed 
to hook into dab, plaice, grey 
gurnard, haddock and a good 

Oban Lorne’s 1st XV and 
Ladies teams made the 
long trip to Mo�at RFC on 
Saturday to take part in their 
�rst pre-season �xtures of the 
2018/2019 season.

�e 1st XV had their �rst 
outing under the guidance 
of new head coach Andrew 
Johnston, while the Ladies 
had the consistency of Corrie 
Louw who will be hoping to 
build on what has been a very 
successful time for the team 
recently.

Both  teams have been 
working hard in pre-season 
and have been eager to get 
going ahead of competitive 
�xtures now only a couple of 
weeks away.

A youthful  1st XV squad 
departed Oban for the long 
trip looking forward to the 
�rst chance to put all the 
training of the last few weeks 
into practice.

Oban’s �rst �xture was 
against Walkerburn who play 
in the East Regional leagues.

A strong performance from 
Oban saw them defeat the bor-
ders team by 24-0 with tries 
from Graham MacEachan, 
2, Lorne MacLachlan and 

Oban Lorne 
teams impress
at Moffat 10s

Radostin Maksimov. Oban 
were quick to the breakdown 
and recycled the ball well to 
run in four good tries.

Next game up was old foes 
Stewartry Rugby club. Oban 
have had some great games 
against the Dumfriesshire 
team over the last few seasons 
in West Division 1.

Again Oban showed good 
resilience in defence turning 
over a number of rucks and 
creating a couple of tries 
for Lorne MacLachlan and 
Stanley Lister. �ey only 
conceded one break away try 
to win the game 14-7.

Next up were Annan, anoth-
er team Oban have played the 
last few seasons in Division 
1. A very physical Annan 
team capitalised on a couple 
of Oban mistakes to win this 
game three tries to nil

A shoulder injury to 
Radostin Maksimov meant 
he would miss the remainder 
of the tournament and saw 
Oban down to 10 men.

Oban had �nished second 
in their pool because of  
the number of tries scored 
and met Biggar RFC from 
National Division 2 in 

the semi-�nal. �e Green 
Machine were a wee bit over-
awed playing a team from 
three divisions higher than 
them and made a number 
of errors on the kick o�s to 
allow Biggar to race into a 
three-try lead.

Oban then had a great spell 
of possession which saw them 
threaten the Biggar try line a 
number of times before even-
tually scoring a great team 
try rounded o� by Iwan Rhys 
Roberts.

Oban can take some con-
solation in how they played 
against the eventual tourna-
ment winners. A wee bit more 
composure early on could 
have made a big di�erence.

Oban coach Andrew 
Johnston was delighted with 
the performance on the day 
in what was his �rst compe-
tition in charge having taken 
over from Corrie Louw.

�ere were notable perfor-
mances from the McLachlan 
boys Callum and Lorne, a 
welcome return of Stanley 
Lister, an assured perfor-
mance by the back line well 
controlled and managed 
by Finlay Carmichael and 

Graham MacEachan and old 
head Roddy Morrison. �ere 
was also �rst senior games for 
Kieron Morrison and Robert 
Mclaughlin who performed 
well with lots more to come 
from these boys.

�oughts now turn to 
Oban’s tournament, the 
Tower 10’s, on Saturday 
August 11. 

Training has been going 
well over the �rst month and 
a healthy squad is developing 
with a number of bodies still 
to make an appearance.

Training is on Tuesdays and 
�ursdays at the rugby club 
from 7-9pm. New players 
welcome.

Meanwhile Oban Lorne 
Ladies took part in the 
Women’s section of the event 
with opposition from Annan 
and Stewartry.

First silverware for
the Ladies
Although missing a few key 
players a strong team carried 
on the journey to play in the 
festival for the �rst time. 
Mo�at being the home town 
of Laura MacCormick gave 
a special feeling to the day 

haul of thornback rays to 
bring our species tally for the 
day to �ve. All in all, a decent 
day’s �shing given the rough 
conditions. We returned to 
harbour a tad battered and 
soaking wet.

Day two was almost as 
windy as the �rst day, howev-
er, the rain kept away which 
was a bonus. Conditions were 
still far too rough for �shing 
the deep so we started o� on 
the so� ground for �ats but 
the spurdogs had other ideas. 

Everywhere we went – sin-
gles, doubles, trebles – there 
was just no getting away from 
them despite Robbie’s best 
e�orts. I have never seen so 
many chunky spurs, with the 
best of the day tipping the 
scales at 14lbs 8oz.

Needless to say a fair 
number of rigs were wrecked, 
leads snagged and lost on 
the rough ground, and quite 
a few �sh dropped. On the 
plus side, there were a few 
personal bests and a couple 

of new club records set. In 
between the spur attacks, we 
picked up a few decent dab, 
plaice, cod, grey gurnard, red 
gurnard and coal�sh to take 
our species count for the day 
to eight.

�e combined scores over 
two days:

Nikki �ompson 185 per 
cent

Robert MacBrayne 184 per 
cent

Jim Smith 91 per cent
Steven MacBrayne 62 per 

cent

� It was no surprise to �nd 
ourselves �shing in the 
pouring rain yet again. But 
at least it was relatively calm 
out of Oban with only the 
slightest breeze. We headed 
out on board the Laura 
Dawn in search of fresh bait 
but despite several dri�s the 
mackerel eluded us.

With the big tides, skipper 

A spurry for John Taxi.
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IAIN RODGER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Martial arts

Kyokushinkai Karate
The recent beach training was enjoyed 
by everyone who attended and 
was followed by the club’s annual 
barbecue.

The club is now looking for new 
members. Kyokushinkai karate training 
will make you stronger mentally and 
physically, while also teaching you one 
of the best ways to defend yourself. 

If you think this style of karate is 
for you, contact Iain Rodger (6th 
dan) on: 07584 166542 or iain@ikku.
co.uk. Alternatively send a message to 
Caledonia Kyokushin on Facebook.

Kickboxing
Beginners are always welcome at 
Senshi Do Kick Boxing, junior session, 
ages 5-14, on Wednesdays at 4.30pm to 
6pm and the senior session from 6pm 
to 7.30pm for ages 14 and over.
 No matter your ability or � tness 
level, you’ll be made to feel welcome. 
All the people who train there know 
how it feels to start, how hard walking 
through the door feels, but once you’re 
in you’ll be made to feel comfortable. 
 Your � rst session is free so there’s 
nothing to lose by trying it out.

Find us on Facebook Senshi Do 
Kickboxing or email shihanwill@gmail.
com for more details

Shukokai Karate
The clubs will reopen after their 
summer break on August 20.

Anyone looking for more details on 
these clubs should contact Kenny Gray 
(5th dan) on: kenni.gray@btinternet.
com or 07884 183905.

BJJ
Oban BJJ held a leg-lock seminar 
with head coach Marcos Nardini on 
Saturday July 21. This well attended 
seminar lasted two hours and all 
students took away new details and 
submissions. The seminar culminated 
with two long time students, Liam 
Roberts and James ‘Jay Jay’ McKay 
receiving their well deserved and long 
overdue Blue belts.

Due to the popularity of the MMA 
classes, a new timetable is in place at 
the academy with MMA on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and BJJ on Monday, 
Wednesday and Fridays, all at 7.30pm.

The academy will also be holding 
a MMA 101 seminar with coach of 
multiple champions and UFC athletes 
James Doolan at the end of August. 
Numbers will be limited. This is a rare 
chance to learn from arguably one of 
Europe’s top coaches.

Oban BJJ can be found on Facebook 
or email @ coogiepots@gmail.com

Wado Kai Karate
The Park Primary School class is now 
closed for the summer break but will 
resume on the August 27. If you have 
a child aged 7-10 and want to know 
more contact Mike on 07709 229284 or 
email m.faulkner6@btinternet.com

Kaishin Wado Kai at Dunbeg School is 
on a Tuesday from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  
All ages are welcome. Mike Faulkner 
said: ‘We are a small and friendly club 
with four Black Belt trainers available 
to help students at any time.’ For more 
details contact Sensei Chris Bruce (7th 
Dan) at crb999@btinternet.com

Kyokushinkai karate members during their beach training.

Oban BJJ members who attended the leg-lock 
seminar with Marcos Nardini.

James ‘Jay Jay’ McKay receives his blue belt 
from ‘Coogie’ Potter.

Nikki Thomson with a thornback ray.

for the Oban captain. Oban 
opened the day with a tough 
game with premiership 
side Stewartry ending in a 
7-7 draw. � e second game 
against Annan was a hard 
match with the Oban side 
losing out by two scores.

Oban then took on 
Stewartry again with another 
draw between two well 
matched teams.

Another draw with Annan 
followed a� er a slow start to 
the game. Strong words from 
Coach Corrie Louw followed 
at half time aiding the team 
through a positive second 
half.

Oban improved again in 
their second Stewartry � xture 
winning comfortably.

A further game followed 
against Annan, with Oban 
running out narrow winners.

� e teams would face o�  
again in the � nal that was 

played on the main pitch. 
Oban � elded a strong team, 
even with Annan being a 
league above, Oban Lorne 
ladies gave it their all and 
showed what they can do and 
came out with victory with a 
close score, 12-7.

 Captain Laura MacCormick 
sunk to her knees on the � nal 
whistle. Oban Lorne ladies 
win their � rst silverware of 
the season and will be hoping 
for more as they proceed in 
the BT National League 1. 
Another achievement for 
the ladies was Lucy Stewart 
winning ladies player of the 
tournament. Oban Lorne 
ladies train on Tuesday and 
� ursday nights at 7pm. 

Green Machine prepare 
for Tower 10s
Oban Lorne will be hosting 
their second annual Tower 
10s Festival on Saturday 

August 11 at Glencruitten.
� is year the club hope to 

have nine teams taking part 
including local teams Isle 
of Mull and Lochaber along 
with Hillhead Jordanhill 
RFC, Queensferry RFC, 
Inverness Craig Dunain RFC 
and the Edinburgh Clan 
RFC. Hosts Oban Lorne will 
be � elding two sides with a 
1st XV taking part as well as 
an Oban High School Former 
Pupils side.

� e � rst games kick o�  at 
noon with the � nal expected 
to be played around 5pm.

Hopefully the event will 
build on a successful inaugu-
ral event last season.

� e clubhouse bar and 
barbecue will be open all day 
from noon. 

Everyone welcome.

The victorious Oban Lorne Ladies with coach Corrie Louw at the Mo� at 10s.

Ronnie Campbell suggested 
we � sh the rough ground and 
reefs for pollack and coalies.

� e plan was to play around 
here until the tide eased o�  
enough to drop anchor.

It was pretty desperate 
though with only a few 
miniscule whiting to show 
for our e� orts. � e incredibly 
rough ground and fast dri�  
were challenging to say the 
least and most of us le�  a fair 
amount of tackle and lead 
stuck fast to the seabed.

Enough was enough, so we 
decided to head for deeper 
water and anchor up even 
though the tide was still pret-
ty strong, resulting in some 
horrendous tangles.

It proved to be a sensible 
move from a � shing point of 
view though, with reason-
able sized spurs hooked on 
the � rst drop. More spurs, 
spotty dogs and a couple of 
bonus thornbacks were taken 
throughout the a� ernoon.

It was nip and tuck right to 
the end with just one � sh sep-
arating the top three placing.

Final scores:
Andrew Jamieson 100 per 

cent
Willie Shaw 89 per cent
Nikki � ompson 86 per 

cent

Steven MacBrayne 75 per 
cent

Jim Smith 36per cent
John Byrne 3 6 per cent
Ronnie McGinty 24 per cent
Gary Sinclair 0.9 per cent
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GOLF Missed chances
prove costly as
Saints lose friendly

Donald Campbell � res 
home what proved only to 
be a consolation goal.

Paul Carmichael, number � ve, sends this e� ort over the bar.
Kincardine defender Dav McKay makes a superb last-ditch challenge to deny James Ford 
a certain goal.

Donald Campbell gives his half-time team talk.

Oban Saints continued 
their build-up to the new 
season with a highly compet-
itive friendly match against 
Kincardine on Saturday.
 Runners-up spot in 
last season’s Stirling and 
District Amateur Football 
Association Division 1B was 
enough to secure promotion 
to the Premier Division for 
the � rst time in the Fifers’ 
short history and they pro-
vided a sti�  test for Saints in 
front of a fair sized crowd on 
the rugby pitch.

A family holiday for 
co-manager Willie Gemmell 
le�  Donald Campbell in 
sole charge for the � rst time. 
However, he was well sup-
ported on the day by coaches 
Peter MacCallum and Jamie 
Graham and club secretary 
David Buchanan.

� e ga� er’s options were 
hampered by the absence due to 
injury of Matthew Kelly, Myles 
McAuley and Craig MacEwan. 
However, this opened the door 
for youngsters Kenneth Black, 

Gavin Forgrieve and Cammy 
Hill, who all impressed 
in second-half substitute 
appearances.

Saints lined up with 
Graham Douglas in goal 
behind a back four of 
Ruaridh Horne, captain Dene 
Cassells, Paul Carmichael 
and Dougal Graham. In the 
holding mid� eld roles were 
Kerr Newbigging and Scott 
Maitland, with James Ford, 
Lewis Cameron and Fraser 
MacFarlane supporting cen-
tre forward Shaun MacIver. 

On a well-balanced bench 
of youth and experience were 
Donald Campbell, Daniel 
Croarkin, Jamie Graham, 
Steven MacLeod and Matty 
Rippon, with Kenneth Black, 
Gavin Forgrieve and Cammy 
Hill providing the youth.

Saints started strongly, 
knocking the ball about 
purposefully and won a free 
kick wide on the le�  through 
Fraser MacFarlane. Lewis 
Cameron’s delivery was 
headed out to the edge of the 
box from where James Ford’s 
powerful volley was de� ected 
behind for a corner kick.

From the corner � ag Fraser 
MacFarlane sent the ball 

into the six-yard box where 
Shaun MacIver climbed well 
only to see his header saved 
by the legs of the Kincardine 
keeper – the � rst of a number 
of important interventions by 
the Fifers’ number one.

A long ball over the top in 
the 12th minute had Graham 
Douglas racing out to the 
edge of his box but, despite 
making a good block on the 
Kincardine striker, the ball 
spun behind o�  the Saints 
keeper for a corner kick on 
the Kincardine le� .

Saints’ worrying trend for 
conceding from corner kicks 
continued when Kincardine 
centre-half Ally McCallum 
was given time and space 
in the six-yard box to get on 
the end of the delivery from 
Gareth � omas and place a 
textbook downward header 
wide of Graham Douglas to 
give the visitors the lead.

A good passing move on 
the le�  involving Dougal 
Graham, Fraser MacFarlane 
and Lewis Cameron in the 
19th minute saw Cameron 
pick out Shaun MacIver for 
a spectacular overhead kick 
which looped just wide of the 
keeper’s right-hand post.

James Ford had an excellent 
opportunity to bring Saints 
level in the 25th minute but 
his delicate chip when clean 
through on the right was 
comfortably plucked out of 
the air by the Kincardine 
keeper.

Shortly a� er being spoken 
to by referee Martin Rae for 
catching Dene Cassells in 
a head-lock, Kincardine’s 
burly striker Jamie Stanic  
continued to show he hadn’t 
just come to Oban for a 
nice day out at the seaside 

and launched a very late 
and over the top stamp into 
the right thigh of Saints 
keeper Graham Douglas. 
Fortunately, the Saints num-
ber one was able to continue 
a� er treatment but Mr Rae 
showed extreme leniency in 
not giving the Kincardine 
man his marching orders and 
settling instead for a yellow.

Saints’ early promise 

diminished as the half wore 
on and, despite retaining the 
lion’s share of possession, the 
killer � nal pass to open up 
the experienced Kincardine 
defence was lacking.

Having coped well with 
the Saints pressure it was the 
visitors who ended the � rst 
half on the front foot. 

A 44th-minute long throw 
from the le�  level with the 
penalty spot was � icked on to 
the back post where Dougal 
Graham won an important 
header to knock the ball 
behind for a corner kick. 
Once again Saints struggled 

The Atlantis Leisure � ve-a-side football league was back 
in action last weekend with two games taking place.

A2B Cup semi-� nal � rst leg
Atlantis 13, Cuan Mor 3 

The � rst semi-� nal of the A2B cup saw Atlantis Leisure, 
who only had � ve players, take a commanding lead 
into the second leg over a Cuan Mor team who worked 
extremely hard and were undone by some fantastic 
team goals.

If Cuan Mor’s plan was to keep it tight, their plan came 
undone very quickly after a lovely through ball by man 
of the match Alan Morrison found Kevin Keen, who 
continued his good scoring form by rolling it into the 
corner.

Atlantis dominated much of the game, but were made 
to work extremely hard by a good Cuan Mor side, who 
worked several chances but unfortunately found Drew 
Anderson in form in the Atlantis goals.

New signing Steven Parr added another good athlete 
into the Cuan Mor side, and scored his team’s third goal.

Pique Blinders 12,  OES United 4
Pique Blinders took on OES United in the league’s 
second tier.

It was a free-� owing game that was close until the 
second half, with both teams having a large number of 
chances throughout the game.

Both goalkeepers deserve honourable mentions as 
both were absolutely fantastic throughout. The scoreline 
could have been a ridiculous one without them.

It was the younger Pique Blinders who demonstrated 
more of a ruthless, clinical touch in the game when they 
needed to.

Cammy Hill, fresh from his man of the match perfor-
mance last week, and a good performance for Oban 
Saints on Saturday, was yet again man of the match as 
he put in another top class display, strolling through the 
game with e� ortless poise.

Pique Blinders will still be in with a chance of winning 
the league, but they will be hoping someone can take 
points o�  Expected Toulouse in the coming weeks.

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Not so unlucky 13 for Atlantis 

MacCuish wins Glencruitten
championship for 19th time
David MacCuish won the 
Glencruitten Golf Club 
championship for the 
19th time last weekend.

The Oban man has 
taken the title 11 times 
in the past 12 years after 
taking a break last year.

Before that, he won 
the tournament 10 times 
on the trot. This year, he 
pipped Philip Murphy.

The championship is 
played over four rounds, 
with David scoring a total 
of 252, with rounds of 63, 
63, 62, 64.

Philip’s second place 
e� ort saw him score a 
total of 268, with rounds 
of 67, 66, 66, 69.

Speaking about his 
triumph, David said: ‘It 
meant as much winning 
that as the � rst time 
because I had that year 
o�  and the older you get, 
you appreciate it more.

‘Obviously the likes of 
Robert [MacIntyre] have 
taken golf in Oban to 
another level. But you 

can only beat what is in 
front of you. You have to 
try your best.’

The week before, the 
handicap championships 
took place at Glencruitten, 
and that was won by Dale 
Robertson with a score of 
191 over three rounds of 
66, 59, 66.

Runner-up was James 
Muir with 196 with 66, 
63, 70.

David MacCuish.
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday Auguat 2, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 02.55 1.4 08.36 3.4 
 14.56 1.3 21.04 3.6
Fri 03.29 1.5 09.13 3.3 
 15.34 1.4 21.44 3.4
Sat 04.15 1.6 09.58 3.2 
 16.24 1.6 22.35 3.3
Sun 05.17 1.6 10.55 3.0 
 17.31 1.7 23.47 3.1
Mon 06.32 1.6 12.17 3.0 
 18.52 1.7  **.** *.*
Tues 01.39 3.1 07.46 1.5 
 14.09 3.1 20.15 1.5
Wed 03.06 3.3 08.55 1.3 
 15.23 3.4 21.33 1.3             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain
Gentle breeze from
the south west
Temperatures 
14°C to 19ºC.
Friday 
Cloudy
Gentle breeze from
the west south west
Temperatures 
12°C to 19ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the west 
Temperatures 
12ºC to 19  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

8

19

18

Kincardine open the scoring through skipper Ally McCallum, who headed home a Gareth 
Thomas corner.

Saints keeper Graham Douglas punches clear despite the challenge from Gary Pearce. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Kincardine defender Dav McKay makes a superb last-ditch challenge to deny James Ford 
a certain goal.

Lewis Cameron is brought down just outside the box.

to deal with the delivery from 
the corner � ag and needed 
a goal-line clearance from 
Ruaridh Horne to keep the 
de� cit at one goal going into 
the half-time interval.

With eight on the Saints 
bench, second-half changes 
were guaranteed starting 
with Matty Rippon replacing 
Ruaridh Horne at right back 
from the restart. Saints 
quickly regained the initi-
ative with Lewis Cameron 
setting up Fraser MacFarlane 
for an e� ort from the edge 
of the box inside the � rst 60 
seconds. 

Dougal Graham made way 
for Donald Campbell in the 
48th minute and the ga� er 
soon made his presence felt 
with a powerful run from 
mid� eld to create an opening 
for Shaun MacIver. � e big 
striker’s shot from 16 yards 
was arrowing on target but 
was spectacularly tipped over 
by the Kincardine keeper. 

A good move on the le�  in 
the 51st minute opened up 
another shooting opportu-
nity for Shaun MacIver, who 
curled a decent e� ort inches 
wide of the junction of post 
and bar. Lewis Cameron’s 

trickery drew a foul on the 
corner of the Kincardine box 
in the 58th minute giving 
the Saints central defensive 
pairing of Paul Carmichael 
and Dene Cassells the chance 
to move forward for the 
set-piece. 

Cameron’s delivery was par-
ried down by the Kincardine 
keeper under pressure from 
Donald Campbell with 
Carmichael li� ing the loose 
ball from nine yards over a 
ruck of players and just over 
the crossbar.

On the hour mark, Kerr 
Newbigging’s run-out against 
his former team-mates came 
to an end when he and Fraser 
MacFarlane made way for 

Daniel Croarkin and Cammy 
Hill.

Saints kept knocking on 
the door and a well timed 
interception by Kincardine 
skipper Ally McCallum pre-
vented James Ford from pull-
ing the trigger a� er another 
sweeping move through the 
mid� eld in the 62nd minute. 
Lewis Cameron’s corner kick 
from the right found its way 
to Ford inside the six-yard 
box who couldn’t believe his 
luck when the Kincardine 
keeper saved with his legs to 
deny the youngster. 

� e frustration continued 
for Ford when, three minutes 
later, he cut in from the le�  
and � red a low shot across the 
keeper and inches wide of the 
post. 

With 25 minutes remaining, 
Saints made their � nal four 
changes, withdrawing Paul 
Carmichael, Dene Cassells, 
Scott Maitland and Shaun 
MacIver and replacing them 
with Kenneth Black, Gavin 
Forgrieve, Jamie Graham and 
Steven MacLeod. 

A misplaced pass at the 
back almost let the visitors 
in again but an excellent 
sliding interception by Daniel 
Croarkin took the ball away 
from the Kincardine striker.

Impressing on his debut, 
young Cammy Hill won a 
free-kick on the edge of the 
Kincardine box in the 73rd 
minute. Lewis Cameron 
tried to beat the keeper at his 
near post but the Kincardine 
number one, who didn’t put a 
foot wrong all a� ernoon, read 
his intentions well to make a 
comfortable save.

James Ford had another 
excellent opportunity to level 
for Saints in the 78th minute 
but, delaying his � nish a 
split second too long, he was 
robbed by a perfectly timed 

sliding tackle which turned 
the ball behind for a corner 
kick. Donald Campbell and 
Lewis Cameron worked the 
corner from the le� , setting 
the ga� er up for a shot which 
curled just wide of the post-
age stamp corner.

Birthday boy Jamie Graham 
gi� -wrapped a killer second 
goal for the visitors with eight 
minutes remaining. From a 
position of no apparent dan-
ger, a mis-hit diagonal pass 
from deep inside the Saints 
half landed perfectly at the 
feet of the burly Kincardine 
striker who accepted the gi�  
gratefully and rolled the ball 
past the stranded Graham 
Douglas and into the empty 
net.

� e Kincardine keeper 
pulled o�  the pick of an 
impressive bunch of saves in 
the 83rd minute, diving full 
length to his right to � nger 
tip a net-bound e� ort from 
Cammy Hill round the post.

Saints � nally found a way 
past the inspired Kincardine 
keeper in the 85th minute. A 
driving diagonal run from 
le�  to right from Cammy Hill 
le�  defenders trailing in his 
wake and opened up space 
for Donald Campbell, who 
slammed an emphatic � nish 
high into the net.

� e home side kept press-
ing for the little time that 
remained but couldn’t � nd 
their way through the very 
hard-working Kincardine 
defence for a second time.

Despite the result, the 
Saints management can be 
reasonably satis� ed with 
another good workout in the 
build-up to the new season.

� is coming Saturday 
Saints travel to Lochgilphead 
to defend the Argyll and Bute 
Cup. � e tournament kicks 
o�  at 10am. 
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Kilmallie pay the penalty as ’More reach Camanachd 
Cup fi nal

Newtonmore players celebrate their 2-1 penalty shoot-out win over Kilmallie in the Camanachd Cup 
semi-� nal. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Marine Harvest Premiership
Team        P         W        D          L            F            A         Pts
Newtonmore      11          9         0          2           43          13          18
Lovat       13          8         2          3           31          19          18
Kinlochshiel      10          7         2          1           27          12          16
Kyles Athletic      11          6         3          2           27          11          15
Oban Camanachd      12          4         5          3           25          16          13
Kingussie      12          5         2          5           20          23          12
Lochaber       14          5         2          7           31          53          12
Caberfeidh      13          4         2          7           30          36          10      
Skye       11          1         2          8           15          39           4
Glenurquhart      15          0         4         11          15          42           4

Holders Newtonmore reached the 
Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
Final at the expense of a brave 
Kilmallie side, Lovat only trail 
Marine Harvest Premiership leaders 
Newtonmore on goal di� erence 
and the Newtonmore second team 
clinched the Marine Harvest North 
Division 1 title following the shinty 
action on Saturday July 28.

Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup   
semi-� nal
Newtonmore 1
Kilmallie 1
A� er extra-time.
Newtonmore won 2-1 on penalties.  

Newtonmore’s quest for a third suc-
cessive Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup win is still on course, but it took 
penalties to � nally see o�  a spirited 
Kilmallie at An Aird.

� is tie was broadcast live on BBC 
ALBA and the players were piped 
onto the � eld ahead of this 4.05pm 
throw-up. 

An early Liam MacDonald turn 
and shot was well dealt with by 
Newtonmore keeper Kenny Ross 
before Macdonald went close again 
a couple of minutes later. 

� ere was a scare in the Kilmallie 
defence as an Evan Menzies � ick 
into the ‘D’ bounced through the 
legs of keeper Shane Gillies but the 
goalie turned and swept the ball 
away before it rolled over the goal 
line.  

Shane Gillies then made a great 
double save, using his feet to � rst 
deny Evan Menzies and then Glen 
MacKintosh.  

A� er Kilmallie’s early dominance, 
Newtonmore were now much more 
in the game and took the lead on 
31 minutes. Neil Fraser did well to 
block Michael Rodger’s attempted 
clearance and, as the ball fell for 
Ewen Fraser, he still had plenty to do 
but he turned his marker Cam Clark 
before running across goal and 
sending a glorious back-hand drive 

into the top corner of the net. � ere 
was a booking for Michael Rodger 
for a late � ick-out at Neil Stewart 
following the re-start.

� ere was action for both keepers 
before the interval as Shane Gillies 
came o�  his line to foil Evan Menzies 
whilst, at the other end, Kenny Ross 
was smartly o�  his line to sweep 
away a dangerous ball following a 
Kilmallie free-hit on the le� .

� e tie brought together the 
Premiership and National Division 
leaders and you would struggle to 
tell which was which as Kilmallie 
went in search of a leveller. 

And it arrived on 58 minutes. � e 
Newtonmore defence didn’t deal 
with Jordan MacPhee’s shy from the 
right and Calum MacDougall gath-
ered the ball and, on his le�  side, 
slammed it low through the keeper’s 
legs into the net to make it 1-1.

Fraser MacKintosh was then with-
drawn with Craig Ritchie coming 
back on, allowing Michael Russell 
to push further forward again whilst 
Duncan Gorman replaced Drew 
MacDonald.  

Newtonmore had a great chance to 
win the game with 13 minutes to go. 

Great play from Neil Stewart, 
cutting in from the le� , set up the 
chance, leaving Ewen Fraser one-
on-one with Shane Gillies but the 
keeper raced from his line to make 
a crucial stop with his foot.  

Glen MacKintosh was booked for 
a high swing at Liam Cameron with 
10 minutes remaining.

Iain Robinson took over from 
Ewen Fraser with � ve minutes 
remaining. 

With no further scoring, and a� er 
six minutes’ stoppage time, referee 
Lachie Wood took the tie into extra 
time. 

Although several chances were 
created, there was no scoring in 
extra time so a penalty shoot-out 
was to decide the winner of this  
Camanachd Cup semi-� nal. 

� e managers nominated their � ve 
penalty takers and had a � nal word 
with their players before the shoot-
out got under way. 

Kilmallie’s Michael Rodger was 
� rst up but saw his strike saved with 
his feet by Kenny Ross.

Shane Gillies then saved with his 
hand from Glen MacKintosh. 

Liam MacDonald didn’t catch his 
penalty cleanly, but got enough on it 
to send it past Kenny Ross so when 
Shane Gilles saved with his feet from 
Evan Menzies, Kilmallie had a 1-0 
advantage. 

Daniel Stewart didn’t catch his 
penalty as he would have liked and 
Kenny Ross saved with his feet. 

Jamie Robinson hit his penalty 
with power, but Shane Gillies made 
an outstanding save with his stick to 
his right. 

Nerves must have been playing a 
part and Stephen Mcalister topped 
his strike and Kenny Ross saved 
easily. 

Iain Robinson produced a great 
� nish, sending the ball inside the 
keeper’s right post to make it 1-1 
and, with two penalties to go, it was 
now e� ectively sudden death.

Craig MacIsaac was last up for 
Kilmallie but his powerful shot 
was well saved with his stick by 
Kenny Ross – his fourth save of the 
shoot-out.

It now fell to Newtonmore captain 
Andy MacKintosh, an unlikely 
spot-hit taker, to send his team into 
the � nal and he didn’t disappoint, 
dispatching the ball into the corner 
of the net to win the shoot-out 2-1.     

Once again, Newtonmore found a 
way to win and they now await the 
outcome of the second semi-� nal 
between Lovat and Kingussie at the 
Bught Park on Saturday August 11.

New Scotland head coach Garry 
Reid selected Kilmallie defender 
Steven Stewart as the BBC ALBA 
man of the match. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Glenurquhart 0
Lovat 5
Lovat only trail Marine Harvest 
Premiership leaders Newtonmore 
on goal di� erence a� er they beat 
Glenurquhart 5-0 at Blairbeg.

Lovat were quickly into their 
stride. Greg Matheson came deep 
to gather possession on the right 
side of the Lovat mid� eld on seven 
minutes. Matheson made a diagonal 
run in from the right before striking 
the ball with hardly any back-swing 
and it beat Stuart MacKintosh to 
make it 1-0.   

� ere wasn’t much by way of in-
cident until 41 minutes when Marc 
MacLachlan held o�  a challenge 
and, from the edge of the ‘D’ on the 
Lovat le� , he had time to turn to his 
right side before shooting into the 
net. 

Any chance of a Glenurquhart  
� ght-back su� ered a blow a minute 
before the break. Ally MacKintosh, 
who had earlier been booked for 
dissent, received a second yellow 
card and his marching orders from 
referee Graham Cameron a� er he 
threw the ball away a� er a tussle 
with Marc MacLachlan.

Lovat took Drew Howie on at 
the break but, with no substitute 
card given to the referee, he was 
also booked when his presence was 
noticed.   

Lovat extended their lead on 54 
minutes. Lewis Tawse kept the 
ball away from two Glenurquhart 
defenders who were trying to clear. 
Tawse then pushed the ball forward 
inside the ‘D’ where he slipped it 
past keeper MacKintosh and into 
the net to make it 3-0.

Lewis Tawse got his second and 

Lovat’s fourth on 59 minutes when 
he juggled the ball before touching it 
on and scoring.

� ere was more to come as Marc 
MacLachlan went over in a goal-
mouth scramble but still got onto 
his feet and with a back-hand swing 
from the edge of the ‘D’ steered the 
ball into the net to make it 5-0. 

� e one black-spot for Lovat was 
a yellow card picked up by Danny 
Kelly for kicking the ball away which 
is likely to trigger a ban meaning 
he will miss the Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup semi-� nal against 
Kingussie. 

Lovat climb to second and are now 
level on points with league leaders 
Newtonmore, but they have played 
two games more.  

Glenurquhart are six points away 
from safety with only three games to 
go – away to Newtonmore and Kyles 
Athletic and at home to Skye. Even 
three wins may not be enough as 
their survival hopes are dependent 
on Caberfeidh taking nothing from 
their last � ve matches. 

Kingussie 0
Oban Camanachd 1
It was � � h plays sixth as Oban 
Camanachd beat Kingussie 1-0 at 
� e Dell.

� e Oban side got o�  to the perfect 
start when, a� er two minutes, 
Malcolm Clark found Willie Neilson 
running down the right. Neilson 
got away from Lee Bain, around 10 
yards to the right of the penalty spot 
and sent a blistering shot past Craig 
Dawson with the pace of the ball 
taking it past the keeper before he 
could react. 

Willie Neilson saw a seventh min-
ute shot saved by keeper Dawson 
and Lennon Campbell hit the 
rebound o�  the outside of the post 
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup

MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results

Fixtures

Continued on page 62

Kilmallie pay the penalty as ’More reach Camanachd 
Cup fi nal

Wednesday July 25
Strathdearn Cup
Second round
Newtonmore 2 v 1 Strathspey

South Division One
Lochside Rovers 2 v 1 Ballachulish 

Saturday July 28
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup semi fi nal 
Newtonmore 1 v 1 Kilmallie
Newtonmore won 2-1 on pens 

Premiership 
Glenurquhart 0 v 5 Lovat  
Kingussie 0 v 1 Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber 5 v 2 Caberfeidh 
 
National Division
Inveraray 4 v 1 Inverness  
Oban Celtic 4 v 1 Strathglass 
Beauly 1 v 4 Glasgow MA

North Division One
Kinlochshiel 4 v 8 Glengarry
Newtonmore 3 v 1 Skye
Aberdeen Uni P v P Glenurquhart
Unplayable � eld 

South Division One 
Aberdour 0 v 1 Inveraray 
Bute 5 v 0 Kilmory 
Kyles Athletic 5 v 2 Tayforth 
 
North Division Two
Beauly P v P Boleskine
Rescheduled for August 8
Lochaber P v P Lovat
Due to a bereavement 
Strathspey 4 v 0 Lewis
Lochcarron 8 v 1 Strathglass 
Caberfeidh P v P Inverness
Rescheduled for August 15 

South Division Two
Aberdour P v P Oban Celtic
Oban Celtic unable to raise a
team, points to Aberdour
Bute 1 v 3 Strachur 
Glasgow MA 4  v 1  Glenorchy

Wednesday August 3
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Newtonmore 
Andy MacLean - 6pm

Saturday August 4
Marine Harvest Premiership
Oban Caman v Kinlochshiel
Archie Ritchie 
Kyles Athletic v Skye
Lachie Wood - 3pm
 
National Division
Glasgow MA v Kilmallie
Robert Baxter

South Division One
Taynuilt v Kilmory
Iain Kennedy
Col Glen v Ballachulish 
John Wood
Bute v Inveraray
Deek Cameron - 3pm

North Division Two 
Strathspey v Kilmallie
John Matheson - 1.30pm
 
South Division Two
Bute v Aberdour
Neil MacDonald - Noon

Strathdearn Cup- semi-� nals
Fort William v Skye
Alex MacVicar
Kingussie v Newtonmore
Steven MacLachlan - 4.30pm

Bullough Cup - semi-� nals
Kyles Athletic v Strachur
Des McNulty - Noon
Glenorchy v Lochside Rovers
Ewan MacDonald

Throw-ups 2.30pm unless stated.

from close in. Kingussie had plenty 
of possession in attack but were a 
little over-elaborate at times. 

Oban Camanachd also created 
� rst half chances without adding to 
their tally. 

Oban Camanachd put Ross 
Campbell on for Lennon Campbell 
a� er 55 minutes. 

Kingussie pressed for a second 
half leveller but the Oban defence 
restricted them to few clear-cut 
chances. 

� e closest they came was a James 
Falconer shot which came o�  keeper 
Cameron Sutherland’s shoulder and 
hit the post on its way to safety. 

Graham Morrice took over from 
Connor Howe with 15 minutes to 
go. 

Kingussie had a late penalty 
claim waved away by referee Calum 
Girvan.

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel Sloss 
and Kingussie’s Ruaridh Anderson, 
who had both been on Scotland U17 
duty in Ireland during the week, had 
a great tussle throughout the game.

Willie Neilson gave Lee Bain 
problems but Oban Camanachd’s 
best players were at the back where 
Chrissy MacMillan was probably 
the man of the match. 

Oban Camanachd will rue not 
turning in this type of performance 
a week earlier against Kyles Athletic 
in the Artemis Macaulay Cup 
semi-� nals and a� er two narrow 
1-0 defeats to Kingussie in recent 
� xtures, it was hard to grudge them 
this victory.

� e win means the sides swap 
positions in the league, with Oban 
Camanachd now � � h. 

Lochaber 5
Caberfeidh 2
Lochaber have now gathered � ve out 
of the last six available points to ease 
their relegation fears a� er they beat 
Caberfeidh 5-2 in their 3pm throw 
up at Spean Bridge.

Caberfeidh took the lead in the 
opening minute. With referee 
Ross Brown playing advantage, 
Caberfeidh cut inside the Lochaber 
‘D’ where Colin MacLennan found 
the net.

Lochaber drew level on four  
minutes when Findlay MacDonald 
turned home a rebound o�  
Caberfeidh keeper Ewan Pilcher.

Findlay MacDonald got his and 
Lochaber’s second midway through 
the � rst half when he beat the keeper 
at his near post.

Lochaber stretched their lead � ve 
minutes later. Keeper Picher saved 
an initial shot, but ended up volley-
ing the rebound into the roof of his 
own net to make it 3-1. 

Jamie Matheson got Caberfeidh 
back into it when he scored from just 
outside the box on 35 minutes and it 
remained 3-2 until the break. 

Caberfeidh’s Liam Symonds was 

sent o�  for violent conduct on 67 
minutes a� er a clash with Lochaber’s 
Martin Johnstone. 

Lochaber eventually made the 
extra man pay with a Ben Delaney 
strike taking an awkward bounce by 
the keeper on 82 minutes. 

With just seconds remaining, 
Findlay MacDonald � red a shot into 
the roof of the net from out on the 
le�  to complete his hat-trick.

Lochaber’s Donald MacRae had 
a great game, nullifying Kevin 
Bartlett’s threat, in what was a good, 
old-fashioned game of north shinty. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Oban Celtic 4
Strathglass 1
Oban Celtic and Strathglass met for 
the third time this season and Celtic 
made it three wins out of three with 
a 4-1 victory at Moss� eld. 

� e � rst half was very � at with no 
real chances created. Oban Celtic’s 
Lewis McPhee kept Scott Douglas 
relatively quiet, whilst Daniel Madej 
sent some snap-shots wide of target. 

� e Strathglass defence, mar-
shalled by George Phimister, kept 
the Celtic forwards at bay with 
Celtic’s George MacMillan, asked to 
play out of position, doing � ne in his 
less accustomed forward role.

With Neil Carmichael and Michael 
Stokes having a good battle in the 
middle, referee Robert Baxter blew 
for half-time a� er a goalless � rst 45 
minutes.  

Strathglass broke the deadlock on 
57 minutes.  A high ball forward 
found Strathglass danger man Scott 
Douglas and he gained a yard on 
Lewis McPhee before thumping 
a rocket-shot beyond keeper Iain 
MacFarlane, beating the goalie on 
his right side from 15 yards. 

Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon instantly made a 
change with young Scott Mossman 
coming o�  and David MacInnes 
introduced on the wing. 

Oban Celtic grabbed a leveller 
three minutes later. David MacInnes 
was involved as he sent a long ball 
forward from the centre line which 
fell for Ross MacMillan and his shot 
looped over keeper Adam Todd to 
make it 1-1. 

� e goal helped kick Celtic on and 
Daniel Madej, Daniel MacMillan 
and Ross MacMillan all had good 
chances. 

� e game’s turning point came 
on 75 minutes when referee Baxter 
showed Josh Fraser a second yellow 
card for persistent fouling. 

Kenny Wotherspoon used the 
extra man across the mid� eld with 
half back Andy MacDonald pushed 
forward to make up a centre line 
quartet. 

David MacInnes’ presence on the 
� eld helped encourage the young 

Celtic team and it wasn’t long before 
the Oban side took the lead. Neil 
Carmichael and David MacInnes 
did well in mid� eld and when the 
ball fell to Daniel Madej, he passed 
the ball to his le�  where Ross 
MacMillan � red low and hard into 
the bottom corner of the net to make 
it 2-1 with 10 minutes to go. 

Ross MacMillan completed his 
hat-trick 40 seconds later. Daniel 
Madej was again the provider, this 
time cutting the ball back from the 
by-line for MacMillan to make it 3-1. 

From the throw-up, Celtic 
pushed the ball forward where 
Andy MacDonald was in the mix, 
backing up Neil Carmichael. 
� e ball was cleared out of play 
by George Phimister but George 
MacMillan’s quick shy picked out 
Ross MacMillan and he had time to 
tee-up his shot before blasting home 
to make it 4-1.

Despite the win, Oban Celtic suf-
fered a major blow with � ve minutes 
remaining when Andy MacDonald 
was sent o�  which will result in a 
spell on the touchline. 

A� er the match, Oban Celtic man-
ager Kenny Wotherspoon said: 

‘I’d like to thank David MacInnes 
for coming along and I thought he 
played very well when he came on. 
We now have 10 points in what is 
a competitive National League. We 
� nished with 10 points last year so if 
we pick up anything from our � nal 
three games, then it will have been 
a decent season. � is will be my last 
season in charge though. A� er three 
years, I’ve told the boys the � nal 
three games will be my last as man-
ager and I want us to � nish well.’

Beauly 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4
Glasgow Mid Argyll defeated 
Beauly 4-1 in their 3pm throw-up at 
Braeview Park.

Calum Mclay gave GMA the lead 
on 12 minutes, but Sean Stewart 
made it 1-1 on 33 minutes. 

Calum Mclay was to be a thorn 
in Beauly’s side and got his second 
to put the visitors back in front a 
minute later.

Mclay went on to score twice more, 
taking his haul to four goals. 

 
Inveraray 4
Inverness 1
� ird placed Inveraray are just 
two points o�  the top of the table 
a� er they beat Inverness 4-1 at � e 
Winterton.

� e home side won the game in 
the � rst half. Fraser Watt gave them 
the lead on 17 minutes and Lewis 
Montgomery added a second on 33 
minutes.

A second from Fraser Watt � ve  
minutes later made it 3-0 at the 
break.

James Cameron pulled a goal back 
for Inverness on 54 minutes but 

most of the pressure was around the 
Inverness goal. Inveraray had plenty 
of shots but didn’t hit the target as 
o� en as they would have liked. 

� ey did get a fourth goal though 
when Allan MacDonald scored on 
64 minutes. 

Strathdearn Cup 
quarter-� nal
Newtonmore 2
Strathspey Camanachd 1
� e Newtonmore second team set 
up a Strathdearn Cup semi-� nal 
derby against the Kingussie second 
team when they beat neighbours 
Strathspey Camanachd 2-1 at � e 
Eilan on Wednesday July 25. 

Newtonmore were without some 
regulars but still � elded a strong side 
and they took the lead on 12 minutes 
through Calum Stewart.

Calum Stewart went on to score 
what was to prove to be an impor-
tant second goal on 58 minutes. 

Newtonmore had most of the tie 
against their lower league opposi-
tion and Jason MacDonald in the 
visiting goal produced a number of 
great saves. 

Strathspey stuck to the task 
though and Chris Cameron halved 
the de� cit on 76 minutes to set up a 
tense � nish. 

Newtonmore saw out the clos-
ing stages and will now play the 
Kingussie second team in the 
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Lovat’s Callum Cruden and Glenurquhart’s Fraser Heath battle for the 
ball during last weekend’s Premiership match. Lovat won 5-0.
Photograph: Donald Cameron.

Strathdearn Cup semi-� nals at � e 
Dell on Saturday August 4, throw-
up 4.30pm.

� e Fort William and Skye 
Camanachd second teams meet at 
An Aird in the other semi-� nal.

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel 4
Glengarry 8
Glengarry knew they needed to beat 
the Kinlochshiel seconds in their 
noon throw-up at Kirkton to force 
the Newtonmore reserves to take 
something from their match against 
their Skye counter-parts later in the 
day to win the league.

Ewen Cameron’s side did just 
that, beating Kinlochshiel 8-4 in an 
tentertaining match. 

Nick Dalgety on seven minutes and 
Raymond Robertson, who caused 
Kinlochshiel all sorts of problems, 
on 16 minutes had Glengarry 2-0 
ahead.

Sandy MacDiarmid pulled a goal 
back on 26 minutes but full forward 
Raymond Robertson’s second, just 
a minute later, restored the visitors’ 
two-goal cushion. 

Nick Dalgety got his second goal of 
the game on the stroke of half-time. 
A quick exchange of passes between 
Raymond Robertson and substitute 
Archie Robertson - who had just 
come on – created the chance and 
Dalgety bundled the ball over the 
line from close range, ending up in 
the net with the ball.  

Kinlochshiel manager Willie 
MacRae made changes at the 
interval, with Michael Morrison 
switching from full back to join 
the attack and he provided a cross 
from the right for Scott MacLean to 
make it 4-2 on 48 minutes. MacLean 
controlled Morrison’s pass around 
the penalty spot and turned before 
checking back onto his right side 
and crashing the ball into the top 
corner of the net, beating the keeper 
on his le�  side for a stunning � nish.

Good play from Scott MacLean 
down the le�  side saw him play 
the ball into the middle. Duncan 
Matheson got a touch before Michael 
Morrison hit the bar from inside the 
‘D’. However the rebound fell kindly 
for Morrison and he steered a shot 
into the net to make it 4-3 with 61 
minutes on the clock.

� e next goal was always going 
to be important and a quick 
Glengarry passing move cut open 
the Kinlochshiel defence but keeper 
Graham Kennedy did well to go low 
to keep out Nick Dalgety’s e� ort at 
the expense of a corner.

At the other end, a couple of 
Kinlochshiel e� orts were blocked 
before Lewis MacVicar’s strike was 
saved by goalie Gordon MacDonald.

Raymond Robertson completed 
his hat-trick on 71 minutes when 
he � red a 30 yard shot from le�  of 
centre with the ball taking a bounce 
o�  the ground by the keeper’s legs 
on its way into the net. 

Raymond Robertson scored 

again on 74 minutes when he beat 
the keeper by his right post when 
Kinlochshiel were unable to clear 
their lines.  

Glengarry now led 6-3 but 
Kinlochshiel were never out of it and 
a high David MacAskill ball into the 
goal area caused problems before 
being swept o�  the line. 

Al Nixon, who had been pushed 
forward with Michael Morrison re-
turning to defence, made it 6-4 with 
a great � nish on 83 minutes. Scott 
MacLean took a ball forward on 
the right side and crossed low into 
the danger area where Nixon let the 
ball run across him before shooting 
on his le�  side, sending the ball low 
into the corner of the net, beating 
the helpless Gordon MacDonald on 
his right side. 

It was an eventful second half for 
Glengarry defender Rhuairaidh 
MacDonald who was booked follow-
ing a challenge on Scott MacLean. 
He then picked up an injury and � n-
ished up in attack where he rounded 
o�  the win with goals on 89 and 90 
minutes. 

Newtonmore 3
Skye Camanachd 1
� e Newtonmore seconds retained 
the Marine Harvest North Division 
1 title when they beat the Skye 
Camanachd second team 3-1 at � e 
Eilan.

Glengarry’s win earlier in the day 
meant Newtonmore still needed a 
point to clinch the title and some 
good build-up play culminated in a 
� ne Calum Stewart � nish to make it 
1-0 a� er 10 minutes.

With full forward Paul MacArthur 
causing the Skye defence problems, 
Calum Stewart went on to punish 
poor Skye defending to clinch his 
hat-trick with goals on 38 and 50 
minutes.

Skye introduced Marcus Ross 
into mid� eld and his battling style 
boosted the islanders and Ross 
Gordon scored a brilliant goal on 65 
minutes to li�  Skye hopes.

Ruaraidh MacLeod went close 
but li� ed the ball over the bar 
from inside the ‘D’ as Skye pinned 
Newtonmore back.

Connor Gilpin had a goal disal-
lowed a� er bundling the ball, keeper 
and full back into the net but referee 
Brian MacKay ruled one of his 
teammates was o� side. 

Newtonmore keeper Callum 
Grover made some good saves, but it 
was too little too late.

Newtonmore are worthy cham-
pions though and � nished with a 
� urry, twice hitting the post during 
the � nal 10 minutes.  

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 2 
Ballachulish 1
Lochside Rovers beat Ballachulish 
2-1 in a close encounter at Moss� eld 
which was brought forward to 
Wednesday July 25.

It was a beautiful evening and a 
good crowd gathered for this 7pm 
throw-up.

Lochside had most of the � rst half 
pressure without really threatening. 
Connor Howe sent a chance over the 
bar and Lennon Campbell shot wide 
of the post.

John MacDonald also made a 
couple of good saves but, just as if 
it looked as if the � rst half would 
� nish goalless. Ballachulish captain 
Duncan MacDonald � red his side 
into the lead on 43 minutes. � e 
goal came following a corner and 
full centre MacDonald stole in 
unmarked to score. 

Lochside manager Gareth Evans 
made changes at the break. Daniel 
Sloss came o�  the bench to take over 
at full centre. Michael MacQueen 
joined the attack with Ross 
Campbell withdrawn.

� e move paid dividends with 
Sloss quickly settling into his mid-
� eld role. MacQueen played the ball 
to Lewis Buchanan, 20 yards from 
goal on the angle, who sent the ball 
across the keeper into the opposite 
corner of the net to make it 1-1 with 
56 minutes played.

� e winning goal was scored a 
couple of minutes later. Michael 
MacQueen was again the supplier 
as he found Daniel MacCuish, who 
by now had been pushed forward. 
MacCuish hit the ball on the run 
into the far corner of the net to make 
it 2-1. 

Ballachulish had a late chance to 
salvage a point but the ball went just 
the wrong side of the post.

Lochside may have done just 
enough to deserve the win but 
they couldn’t have complained if 
Ballachulish had taken a point.  

� e Oban side have a huge match 
this Saturday as they play Glenorchy 
at Mart Park in the Bullough Cup 
semi-� nals. 

Kyles Athletic 5 
Tayforth 2
� e Kyles Athletic seconds stay top 
of the table a� er they beat Tayforth 
5-2 at Tighnabruaich.

George � omson eased Kyles into 
the game with a goal on 15 minutes 
but Ewen Menzies drew Tayforth 
level on 23 minutes. 

Kyle Mcmartin put the home side 
back in front on 41 minutes and 

Luke � ornton added a third on 56 
minutes.

Finlay Stark made it 3-2 on 61 
minutes but a second from Luke 
� ornton on 80 minutes and a 
Sandy MacKenzie goal � ve minutes 
later, put gloss on the win. 

Kyles have a � ve point lead at the 
top of the table, although second 
place Bute have a game in hand. 
Kyles still have some tough games 
to go including matches home and 
away against last year’s champions 
Lochside Rovers, at home to 2017 
runners up Aberdour and home and 
away against fellow title hopefuls 
Bute.  

Bute 5
Kilmory 0
Bute stay in the title race a� er they 
beat Kilmory 5-0 in their 3pm throw 
-up at � e Meadows.

Bute attacked from the start and 
a combination of dogged Kilmory 
defending and wastefulness in front 
of goal meant the hosts only had 
a good Steven Dunn � nish on 30 
minutes to show for their � rst half 
e� orts. 

When referee Des McNulty point-
ed to the penalty spot on 54 minutes, 
Iain McDonald stepped up to slam 
the ball home.

Robert Walker scored on 63 and 85 
minutes, either side of a 70th minute 
Craig MacKay goal, to complete the 
5-0 victory.  

Aberdour 0
Inveraray 1
� e Inveraray second team moved 
o�  the bottom of the table a� er do-
ing a ‘smash and grab’ job on fourth 
placed Aberdour, winning 1-0 in 
their 1pm throw-up at Silversands.

Aberdour started the brighter, 
creating many chances, but a com-
bination of wasteful shooting and 
superb goalkeeping prevented Lisa 
MacColl’s side taking the lead. 

Inveraray’s centre line grabbed a 
hold of the game towards the end of 
the � rst half, with wingers Campbell 
Watt and Steven Cameron adapting 
well to their unaccustomed roles.

Inveraray have young Gregor 
Mather to thank for some heroic 
saves to keep the scoreline at 0-0. 

Aberdour goalkeeper Tom 
Bowerman had a quiet a� ernoon 
until 89 minutes when he picked 
the ball out of the net. Young Calum 
MacDonald, the smallest player 
on the park, ran through several 
challenges to push the ball into the 
back of the net and give Inveraray a 
1-0 lead. 

� ere wasn’t much time for ref-
eree David Mitchell to add and his 
� nal whistle signalled an Inveraray 
victory.

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Kilmallie 2
Lovat 3
With the Lochaber second team’s 
match against Kilmallie’s second 
team postponed, there was a quickly 
re-arranged meeting between the 
Kilmallie seconds and title hopefuls 
Lovat seconds at � e Canal Parks. 

Lovat took the initiative early in 
this noon throw-up with top scorer 
Raymond Rennie netting on seven  
and 21 minutes. 

Andrew Gibb scored twice for 
Kilmallie though, on 29 and 40 
minutes, to make it 2-2 at the break.

Raymond Rennie’s goals have been 
so important to the Lovat seconds 
this season and he made the di� er-
ence when he claimed his hat-trick 
to make it 3-2 with four minutes 
remaining.  

Lovat stay three points ahead of 
second-placed Lochcarron. � e 
Caberfeidh seconds are seven points 
o�  the top but have three games in 
hand on the leaders with the sides 
still due to meet at Castle Leod and 
Balgate. 

Lochcarron 8
Strathglass 1
Second top Lochcarron beat the 
second bottom Strathglass reserve 
side 8-4 at Battery Park.

Niall Arnott dri� ed the ball high 
into the net from around 25 yards 
to give Lochcarron the lead on 13 
minutes.

Strathglass keeper Sasha Pocock 
then made a good save from a 
Michael MacMillan shot but 
MacMillan wasn’t to be denied and 
he made it 2-0 when he stretched 
to touch the ball into the net from 
close range on 23 minutes with 
Strathglass trying to play the ball 
out for a corner. 

Persistent play saw Crisdean 
Finlayson turn and score with a 
back-hand strike on 33 minutes, 
beating the keeper low to her right 
side. 

Sasha Pocock then did well to keep 
out an Angus Urquhart strike from 
wide on the le� , on the clubhouse 
side. Pocock stretched her leg to 
the right to keep out Urquhart’s 
shot, which took a vicious bounce, 
de� ecting the ball away for a corner. 

Lochcarron, now shooting up the 
slope, hit both posts early in the sec-
ond half before Michael MacMillan 
got his second on 49 minutes when 
he cut into the ‘D’ and sent the ball 
low across the keeper and into the 
corner of the net. 
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Ewan Neilson from Inverness and Inveraray’s Craig Taylor challenge for 
the ball during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest National Division game 
at the Winterton which the yellow and blacks won 4-1. Photograph: Stephen 
Lawson. 

Lochcarron were dominant and 
Michael MacMillan played the ball 
out to the right to Liam Arnott who 
bulleted the ball high into the top 
corner of the net for the goal of the 
match on 57 minutes. 

Michael MacMillan’s return to the 
side this season has been a boost 
for Lochcarron and he completed 
his hat-trick to make it 6-0 on 61 
minutes. 

� e ball was played into MacMillan 
at the edge of the ‘D’ and he held o�  
a couple of challenges before placing 
the ball low into the corner of the net 
to the keeper’s right.  

Michael MacMillan got his fourth 
on 67 minutes and, although Eddie 
Noble notched a consolation goal 
for Strathglass on 69 minutes, Niall 
Arnott got his second on 74 minutes 
to make the � nal score 8-1.   

Strathspey Camanachd 4
Lewis Camanachd 0
A� er a run of six home matches, 
Lewis Camanachd headed for 
Grantown Grammar School for a 
1.30pm throw-up against Strathspey 
Camanachd. 

Dane Taylor on nine minutes and 
Donald Colville on 21 minutes had 
the hosts 2-0 ahead.

Dane Taylor got his second on 
35 minutes and Donald Colville 
did likewise � ve minutes a� er the 
restart.

Perhaps all their e� orts midweek 
took their toll but Strathspey, with 
Bruce Grant in� uential throughout, 
never hit the heights a� er that but 
the win li� s them above Lewis to 
sixth in the table. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute 1 
Strachur 3
Strachur are just a point away from 
the Marine Harvest South Division 
2 title and promotion to South 1 
a� er they beat the Bute reserves 
3-1 in their noon throw-up at � e 

Meadows. � e hosts took the lead on 
20 minutes with Aiden MacGregor 
scoring. 

Ali Mirlees levelled on 35 minutes 
to make it 1-1 at the break.

It looked as if Bute might have 
done enough to earn a point but two 
late goals gave Strachur victory.

Steven Wilson scored on 84 min-
utes to put the visitors ahead for 
the � rst time in the game and Ali 
Mirlees got his second with three 
minutes remaining to clinch a 3-1 
win.

Strachur’s � nal league match is 
at home against the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll seconds, who are the only 
other team who can take the title, on 
Saturday August 11. 

A draw will give Strachur the spoils 
whilst GMA need to win to keep 
their championship hopes alive.  

Strachur also have an important 
Bullough Cup semi-� nal tie against 
the Kyles Athletic second team at 
Tighnabruaich this Saturday.

Glasgow Mid Argyll 4
Glenorchy 1
� e Glasgow Mid Argyll second 
team and Glenorchy have remained 
on Strachur’s tails throughout the 
season and, with the games running 
out, something had to give when the 
sides met at Yoker.

In the end it was three goals late 
in the game which gave the Glasgow 
side the points.

Seb MacMillan opened the scoring 
on 19 minutes and the hosts took 
their single goal advantage into the 
break. 

� e second half was just a minute 
old when Glenorchy’s Conor Sartain 
equalised. 

Nick Lavin scored to put GMA 
back in front on 77 minutes.

Late goals from Mark Bain on 
85 minutes and another from Seb 
MacMillan with three minutes 
remaining made the � nal score 4-1.

GMA now know that wins over 
league leaders Strachur and the Bute 
seconds would give them the title.

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty 
Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of 
the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£4750
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
S Cameron
Lochy Road, Inverlochy
J Hill
Ganavan, Oban



SPORT
INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Kilmallie pay the penalty as
’More reach Camanachd
Cup � nal

Published by Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB. Tel: 01631 568000 and printed by DC Thomson, 80 Kingsway East, Dundee. Registered at the Post o�  ce as a newspaper.

GOLF

Robert fails 
to make 
the cut in 
Austria

Robert MacIntyre.
Oban golfer Robert 
MacIntyre failed to make the 
cut in the Euram Bank Open 
played at Ramsau in Austria 
last week.
 The Glencruitten golfer 
carded a good � rst round 
of 69, but a 75 in the second 
round put him four over par 
so he missed the cut and 
� nished in joint 112th place.
 The tournament was won 
by Dutchman Darius Van 
Driel with a score of 17 under 
par with Scotland’s David 
Law one stroke behind in 
second place
 This week Robert will be 
hoping to get back on track 
when the tour moves to 
Katrineholm for the Swedish 
Challenge.

A bridge too far
as Saints lose
to Kincardine

Oban Saints goalkeeper Graham Douglas punches clear despite this challenge from Kincardine striker Gary Pearce during last Saturday’s pre-season 
friendly which the D & K La� erty-sponsored Oban side lost by the odd goal in three. Full match report and photographs on pages 58 and 59.
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Dogged pursuit pays off
With more than 1,000 shares 
and at least 700 followers of 
the online page set up a� er 
she went missing in Lochaber 
following a crash on the A82 
at the weekend, Molly the 
Labrador is safely back with 
her family in Lincolnshire.

� e hunt for the three-year-
old black dog captured the 
hearts of hundreds of people 
who followed the story online 
as it developed.

Molly, together with her 
mate Mylo and their seven 
puppies, were in the family 
car when it was involved in 
the accident on Sunday morn-
ing, near the A82 turn-o�  for 
the Corran Ferry.

� e driver of the Ford 
Fusion in which the dogs were 
travelling, Lisa Prichard, 46, 
was on her way to catch the 
ferry from Mallaig back to the 
Western Isles.

Mrs Prichard had been 
in Lincolnshire for family 
reasons and was on her way 
back to North Uist, where 
she and husband Paul, 51, are 
planning to relocate to in the 
next few months.

She needed surgery at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, 
for her crash injuries but is ex-

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Paul Prichard 
could not 
contain 
his delight 
at being 
reunited with 
Molly on 
Monday.

pected to make a full recovery.
However, while Mylo only 

su� ered minor injuries to his 
paws and the puppies were 
unharmed, Molly bolted in 
fright.

On hearing of the accident, 
Mr Prichard set o� , driving 
through the night to the 

Highlands and, a� er making 
sure his wife was going to be 
okay, he joined the hunt for 
Molly.

Meanwhile, the rest of the 
family in Milton Keynes went 
into action – the couple have 
four children – with daughter 
Stacey and sister Rachel man-

ning the special Facebook 
page, Bring Molly Home, 
to co-ordinate news of the 
search. In the interim, Mylo 
and the puppies were being 
cared for by the veterinary 
practice in Oban while the 
hunt for missing Molly went 
on.

Local people helped search 
through the night and a dis-
tressed, but otherwise unhurt, 
Molly was eventually found 
24 hours later near the crash 
scene by local resident Fiona 
Gunn. 

� e Prichards’ daughter, 
Stacey, told the Lochaber 

Times this week: ‘She saw 
what she thought was Molly 
near the side of the road, 
slowed down, put her hazards 
on and opened the door – and 
Molly jumped straight in.’

Stacey says her family have 
been overwhelmed by the 
kindness of local people – not 
just those in the Corran area 
who joined the search, but all 
those from around Lochaber 
and further a� eld who kept a 
look-out for Molly and who 
sent messages of support.

She said: ‘We cannot thank 
all those who helped – we 
have no words to express our 
gratitude. � eir reaction to 
the accident and Molly going 
missing has restored my faith 
in humanity. At a time when 
there seems to be so much 
bad news, especially online, 
here was an example of social 
media having a very positive 
impact. � e community spir-
it, kindness and generosity of 
the people in your area has 
been truly inspirational and 
so overwhelming.

‘Molly seems to have cap-
tured the hearts of many in 
your area, but I can assure 
you the people of Lochaber 
have captured our hearts too 
and I hope to travel to the 
area in the next few months to 
personally thank them.’

Friends get 
cookin’ on top 
of Ben Nevis

DELICIOUS LOCHSIDE DINING
Delicious lunches &  
dinners, all served 

with a gorgeous 
view of Corran  

Narrows.( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | Open Wed - Mon, 11am - 10pm

NEW
SUMMER 
MENUS

SUNDAY ROAST

2 Courses: £15.95pp

3 Courses: £18.95pp
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� e Fort William and 
District War Memorial has 
taken joint top spot in a class 
of the Highland and Islands 
section of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland’s best kept 
war memorials competition.

� e town’s memorial and 
that of Beauly came joint � rst 
in the section for memorials 
without a dedicated garden of 
remembrance.

� e Fort William and 
District War Memorial 
stands in the town’s Parade 
and is topped with a statue of 
a Highland soldier.

� e memorial bears the 
names of 116 local men killed 
in the First World War, with 
a further 33 names added 
a� er the Second World War.

� ere is an additional name, 
added following the Gulf War 

in 1991. Lt Col Kevin Lane 
MBE and his wife, Jeanette, 
are president and secretary, 
respectively, of the local 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland, and say they 
are delighted with the award. 

‘A lot of work has gone into 
getting the memorial into the 
condition it is now,’ Mrs Lane 
told us.

‘� e memorial was cleaned 
by stone mason Andrew 
Bradley and we restored 
some of the lettering of 
the names which had 
faded. 

‘Branch members also 
repainted the surrounds. 

‘� e Town Team has been 
brilliant in looking a� er the 
nearby � ower beds and � lling 
the boxes with colourful 
blooms.

‘We also need to thank 
Garden Stop which sponsored 
us by supplying � owers and 

Fort William memorial 
named joint winner

Lt Col Kevin Lane and Mrs Jeanette Lane, of the Fort 
William and District branch of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland, with the certi� cate for the town’s winning 
war memorial.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

MSP wants 
views on 
bottle scheme
Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes 
has called for people across 
the Highlands to get involved 
with the latest series of 
events to gather views on 
the proposed bottle deposit 
return scheme.

� e Scottish Government 
is consulting on a deposit 
return scheme to boost 
recycling and cut plastic 
waste – with the proposal 
being that customers would 
pay a deposit when they 
purchase a product, which 
would be refunded when the 
item is recycled. � e scheme 
already operates in other 
parts of Europe.

Zero Waste Scotland is now 
hosting a series of events 
across the country, including 
in Aviemore and Inverness, 
to give people in Scotland the 
chance to put forward their 
views on the scheme.

Ms Forbes said: ‘A deposit 
return scheme has huge 
potential to help us tackle the 
scourge of plastic litter and 
waste on our landscape.

‘Living in a rural place, we 
can see the blight of plastic 
bottles and containers all 
around us.’

Breakdown of missing persons inquiries
Last week the Lochaber Times 
reported  how there were 
investigations into more than 
1,000 missing persons across 
the Highlands, prompting 
calls for greater awareness and 
support for those who have 
vanished and those they leave 
behind.

At the Scottish Parliament, 
Coatbridge and Chryston 
MSP Fulton MacGregor has 
been campaigning to ensure 
better implementation across 
the country.

Local MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch Kate 
Forbes called the � gures 
‘deeply upsetting’.

� e Lochaber Times has 
now obtained a breakdown of 
the � gures.

� e 2017-18 � gures for the 
South Highland area, which 
includes Lochaber, Skye and 
Lochalsh, and Badenoch and 
Strathspey, record a total 
of 141 investigations into 
reports of missing adults and 
children.

Of this number, 37 were 
adults, two were cared-for 
adults, 51 were looked-a� er 
children and another 51 were 
children.

All of those reported miss-
ing in the South Highland 
area were eventually traced, 

including one who was 
deceased. � e � gures come 
from the National Missing 
Persons Database.

Looking at the Lochaber 
area on its own – there were 
three ‘high risk’ missing per-
son inquiries, nine ‘medium 
risk’ inquiries and four ‘low 
risk’ inquiries.

� ere were 42 reports re-
ceived from care homes in the 
Lochaber area with di� ering 
levels of inquiry and with po-
lice support being provided. 
� is � gure can be attributed 
to improved reporting by care 
sta�  and improved recording 
by Police Scotland.

also to Highland Council 
which has been excellent in 
its support.’

Lt Col Lane explained that 
the branch had wanted to 
make an extra special e� ort 
in 2018 to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the 
First World War.

‘� e branch always makes 
an e� ort but with this year 
being a special anniversary, 
we really wanted to pull all 
the stops out and so are de-
lighted to have come joint 
� rst in our category.’

� is is the third time the 
memorial has won in this 
particular class of the com-
petition, but RBLS o�  cials 
have decided that it is Beauly 
which will go forward to 
represent the Highlands and 
Islands in this particular 
class of memorial in the 
national awards event later 
this year.

Mrs Lane added: ‘� ey 
decided on the basis of the 
stonework. 

‘But we are still really 
pleased the Fort William 
and District memorial came 
joint � rst.’

Lochaber alone has more 
than 200 war memorials 
scattered across the region, 
some of which, said Lt 
Col Lane, are in a terrible 
condition.

‘Our branch is always will-
ing to o� er communities 
and people advice on how 
to get their war memorials 
restored and where to go 
for support,’ said Lt Col 
Lane.

‘We have a lot of very 
useful contacts with people 
and are happy to share that 
resource.’
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Friends get cookin’ for 
Gary on top of Ben Nevis
Approaching the � nal few me-
tres of the ascent, hillwalkers 
on Ben Nevis will have hardly 
believed their noses  as the 
smell of burgers wa� ed across 
the summit.

It was all thanks to groups 
of volunteers, assembled by 
Fort William chef Stewart 
MacLachlan, who took on an 
epic challenge on Saturday 
to serve hot food and snacks 
to hungry hillwalkers  – all to 
help a friend raise cash for vital 
stem cell treatment.

Despite the wet and blustery 
conditions, the team of almost 
50 helpers, carriers and cooks, 
split up into two groups in or-
der to carry and then assemble 
cooking equipment and food 
supplies 4,411�  above sea level.

� rough donations from 
those keen to stop for a bite on 

the summit and by collecting 
sponsorship money in the days 
leading up to the walk, the 

group are set to raise more than 
£5,000, according to early esti-
mations, for Fort William man 

Gary Campbell’s campaign to 
go to Mexico to receive treat-
ment for his multiple sclerosis.  

Stewart said: ‘It’s been a great 
success. Everyone was on a 
high at the end and there was 
great camaraderie.

‘Everyone was talking about 
the poor weather forecast but 
we knew it would be hard any-
way. I think the weather made 
it more of a challenge and 
more of an achievement. And 
that’s helped raise awareness of 
Gary’s campaign.’

Gary, 29, was diagnosed with 
primary progressive MS last 
year and his friends and family 
have launched a campaign so 
he can receive Hematopoietic 
Stem Cell Treatment (HSCT) 
in Mexico.

Summit Cookin’ is just the 
latest event in a fundraising 
campaign to help Gary.

Stewart said:  ‘It was the 
unsung heroes who made it. I 
organised it but there were so 
many people who turned up 
and made a great e� ort. I just 
shows you the community 
spirit in the town.

‘We all had a pint at the bot-
tom, told a few stories from the 
day and had a laugh. Gary and 
his family were there to meet 
us, which was great.’

Gary’s friends and family 
have raised around £32,000 for 
the treatment so are nearing 
their £40,000 target.

To support the team and 
Gary’s campaign, visit the 
JustGiving page (www.just-
giving.com/crowdfunding/
claire-maclachlan-2?utm_
i d =2 & u t m _ t e r m = 6 k x P-
j8W99) or   join the Summit 
Cookin’ Facebook page.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Volunteers have a well 
deserved pint after their 
fantastic e� ort to raise 
cash to help Gary, front. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson. IF F31 

Summit Cookin 01

Concern over fall in early 
cancer detection rates
A Lochaber MSP says res-
idents in the region will be 
concerned over new � gures 
showing that early cancer 
detection rates are falling 
across the Highlands.

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Donald Cameron (Con) 
was speaking a� er the new 
� gures were released by NHS 
Scotland. � e numbers pub-
lished by the NHS statistics 
service ISD Scotland show 
that in 2015-16, the percent-
age of Highland patients 
diagnosed at stage one for 
breast, colorectal and lung 
cancers sat at 24.7 per cent.

In 2016-17, the percentage 
fell to 24.3 per cent, which 
represents 50 fewer diagnoses 
at stage one compared to the 
previous year.

� e � gures also show a fall 
in the percentage of patients 
diagnosed at stage two, while 
the percentage diagnosed at 
the � nal stage four of cancer 
rose from 24.7 per cent to 25.3 
per cent.

In 2012, the Scottish 
Government pledged to 

increase the nationwide pro-
portion of people diagnosed 
with early stage cancer by 25 
per cent within three years – 
with speci� c focus on breast, 
colorectal and lung cancers.

But the national � gures re-
leased this week shows that of 
those with breast, colorectal 
or lung cancer, only 25.3 per 
cent were diagnosed at the 
earliest stage, an increase of 
only 8.4 per cent.

Mr Cameron says these 
latest � gures are down from 
9.1 per cent last year, and well 
behind the promised 25 per 
cent increase.

‘� ese � gures are deeply 
concerning, and are yet 
another example of the need 
for a new direction from the 

SNP government in how 
they manage the Scottish 
NHS,’ Mr Cameron told the 
Lochaber Times this week.

‘Residents across Lochaber 
will rightly be worried by this 
trend, particularly in light of 
the fact that the SNP govern-
ment are well behind on their 
target to increase the propor-
tion of people diagnosed with 
early stage cancer by 25 per 
cent within three years.

‘I will be visiting the Belford 
[hospital in Fort William] lat-
er this month, and I will raise 
this issue with local NHS sta�  
to see what issues they face in 
meeting these targets.

‘Ultimately though, the 
new health secretary needs to 
make this a top priority.’

The 
Belford 
Hospital.
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A conservatory – limitless 
possibilities for an extra 
room on your home

From concept to completion , 
Cairngorm makes it happen.

A conservatory – limitless 
possibilities for an extra 
room on your home

Police enquiries have 
resulted in two boys, aged 
14 and 13, being reported 
to the Children’s Reporter in 
connection with a break-in 
at a burger van in Fort 
William.

Police appealed for 
information after entry was 
forced to the snack van, 
which was parked at Ben 
Nevis Industrial Estate in 
Claggan.

The break-in is believed 
to have occurred sometime 
between 8pm on Sunday 
and 8am on Monday.

Quantities of soft drinks 
and confectionery were 
stolen from the van during 
the incident.

Boys reported 
over burger        
van break-in

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com 
obantimes

Arisaig will host a visit by 
Slovakia’s ambassador to the 
UK next week.

He will be in the area to pay 
tribute to its link with Czech 
involvement in the wartime 
Special  Operations  Executive 
(SOE).

Ĺubomír  Rehák is visit-
ing  Arisaig  on Wednesday 
August 8 as  part of a tour 
commemorating the cen-
tenary of the founding of 
Slovakia’s predecessor state, 
Czechoslovakia. He will be 
welcomed by Highland coun-
cillors, the area’s community 
council and local residents.

‘We have arranged a short 
programme for him, in-
cluding a driving tour of the 
local houses requisitioned as 
SOE training schools; wreath 
laying at the Czech Memorial 
and a small reception at 

Arisaig to welcome 
Slovakia’s ambassador

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Slovakia’s 
ambassador 
to the UK, 
Ĺubomír Rehák 
, during a 
previous visit to 
Scotland in 2016.

 A craft fayre is taking place 
at Duncansburgh Church 
Hall on Thursday, August 2, 
from 11am to 3pm. Jewel-
lery, mixed media crafts and 
hand-knitted products will 
be on sale. Contact Chris 
on 07900 928515 for more 
information.
 Kilmallie Community 
Centre is hosting a 
co� ee morning on Saturday 
August 4 from 11am to 
2pm. Enjoy tea, co� ee, soup 
and a roll. All proceeds will 
be used for the continued 
upgrading of Kilmallie 
Communtiy Centre.
 Lochaber Transport 

Forum’s next meeting takes 
place on Tuesday August 7 
at 11am at Duncansburgh 
Church Hall. The meeting 
is open to the public and 
anyone with an interest in 
local transport is welcome 
to attend.
 Sta�  and volunteers 
from Caol-based charitable 
organisation, Lochaber 
Sensory Care (LSC), for sight 
and hearing support will 
visit Mallaig on Tuesday, 
August 7. The LSC repre-
sentatives will be based in 
Mallaig Medical Centre from 
1.30pm to 3pm. The team 
will o� er support and advice 

to those with a sight loss or 
hearing loss. They will also 
re-tube and maintain NHS 
hearing aids and supply 
NHS batteries for these. No 
appointment necessary for 
the free service.
 Nether Lochaber’s Craft 
Fayre will take place in the 
hall at Onich on Saturday, 
August 25, from 10am-4pm. 
On sale will be cakes, jams, 
cards, knit and crochet 
crafts, cushions, jewellery 
and candles. Refreshments 
and soup and a roll will 
also be on o� er. Contact 
01397 705539 for more 
information. 

Corpach warden Maureen calls it a day

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

Retiring after 27 
years at Walter 
Cameron Way 
(Hanover Housing), 
in Corpach, this 
week, was warden, 
Maureen Fair, cen-
tre, pictured with, 
from left, husband 
Colin; Susan Clarke, 
housing o�  cer; 
Yvonne Scobie, 
relief manager 
and Rosie Harpin, 
resident. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 
alba.photos IF F31 Care Home 
retiral

the Land, Sea and Islands 
Centre (LSIC), at which he 
will present an exhibition 
of photographs relating to 
the centenary,’ explained the 
LSIC’s Alison Stewart.

‘� e reception  will start 
at approximately 6pm and 
will  follow on from the 

wreath-laying ceremony 
at the Czech Memorial  at 
5.30pm.’

� e SOE’s links with Arisaig 
and the wider Lochaber area 
run deep. It was in July 1940 
that the SOE was established, 
primarily, as was famously 
stated, to ‘set Europe ablaze’.

� e Highlands had already 
been recognised as the ideal 
place to carry out the secret 
training of SOE agents and 
special forces troops such as 
the Commandos.

Among the large houses 
commandeered as bases for 
the training were Arisaig 

House, Rhubana Lodge, 
Garramor, Camusdarach 
Lodge and Traigh House.
Agents of many nationalities 
were to pass through the 
Arisaig training programme, 
including 300 from what was 
then Czechoslovakia. Of the 
Czech agents deployed by 
the SOE in occupied Europe, 
around a third lost their lives 
- including Jozef Gabcik and 
Jan Kubis who assassinated SS 
Obergruppenfuhrer Reinhard 
Heydrich in May 1942.

� e memorial to the Czechs 
who trained in the Highlands 
was unveiled at Arisaig in 
2009. � e memorial was add-
ed to the following year with 
the addition of two special 
stones inscribed with the list 
of their operations and the 
names of the fallen. A plaque 
had already been unveiled at 
Traigh House in 2002 mark-
ing the link with the Czech 
contingent.
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Residents from Sunart, West 
Ardnamurchan, Acharacle, 
Ardgour and Morvern want 
another public meeting about 
the Dail Mhor care home 
in Strontian a� er venting 
frustration that no-one from 
senior management at NHS 
Highland turned up to last 
week’s gathering.

A number of local people 
had come to hear about 
progress on re-opening Dail 
Mhor, which was closed last 
year for emergency plumbing 
work.

A lengthy campaign lead 
by a combined community 
councils working group had 
revealed the home was, in 
fact, � t for purpose, and even-
tually lead NHS Highland to 
reopen it for part-time respite 
care. 

Although hailed as a suc-
cess by many who felt they 

would never see the home 
re-opened, chairman of the 
Combined Working Group  
James Hilder, from Sunart, 
pointed out there was still 
a long way to go to get Dail 
Mhor opened on a permanent 
basis.

‘All of us on the group 
remain committed to seeing 
residential services available 
on the peninsulas, because 
it’s just too far for families 
to visit loved ones in Fort 

William or Fort Augustus,’ 
Mr Hilder said. ‘We need to 
look at what other service can 
be delivered from Dail Mhor 
and using the care beds in a 
more � exible way. 

‘Anyone with ideas, sug-
gestions or o� ers of help can 
join the Friends of Dail Mhor 
support group.’

Last week’s meeting was 
attended by Claire Cameron, 
NHSH service manager for 
Dial Mhor and Invernevis 

House, who gave a clear 
presentation to the 50-strong 
audience on the way ahead 
and answered questions con-
� dently and in great detail.

During the question and 
answer session, attendees 
expressed their frustration 
that the care home had been 
closed with little forward 
plan in place and, in par-
ticular, that no-one from 
senior management at NHSH 
could attend the meeting to 

hear � rst-hand about those 
frustrations. � e meeting 
unanimously called for 
another public meeting with 
senior management present.

David Ogg, chairman 
of Acharacle Community 
Council, commented: ‘While 
it was disappointing that 
no senior managers from 
NHSH were present, Claire’s 
commitment to Dail Mhor 
was clear and evidenced by 
her willingness to work night 

shi�  to serve her client base.
� e Ardnamurchan and 
Morvern communities will 
continue to work together 
to ensure our communities’ 
needs are correctly served by 
NHSH.’

A number of people signed 
up on the night to join a 
volunteer support group - 
Friends of Dail Mhor - and 
ideas were put forward for 
enhanced services, including 
mental health well-being 
services, a new carers support 
group, more social activities 
to reduce loneliness and 
isolation and the need to have 
transport in place to help 
the housebound get out and 
about.

To help develop new ideas 
and bring service providers to 
the peninsulas, the commu-
nity councils hope to employ 
a community care services 
co-ordinator, funded with a 
grant from NHS Highland, 
on a � xed term contract.

Call for NHS bosses to attend 
next Dail Mhor meeting

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

James Hilder 
addressing 
the open 
meeting in 
the Strontian 
Village Hall, 
and left, 
the working 
group 
committee. 
Photograph: 
Anthony MacMillan 
Photography.

� e UK’s love a� air with 
gin appears to be getting 
stronger.

Last year’s sales easily 
exceeded previous annual 
records, with UK sales to end 
of March 2018 reaching £1.5 
billion.

It has been reported this 
week that trademarks for 
spirits and liqueurs are up 
41 per cent, with soaring 
demand for  artisan products 
and limited-batch varieties.

Two Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce businesses are 
forging a name for them-
selves in this  competitive 
market – creating their own 
distinct gins in small batches 
from local premises.

� e distinctive taste of 
Lochaber Gin is created by 
Iain Kenney, co-owner of 

Delicra�  deli and Blas restau-
rant in Fort William.

Iain’s long-held dream 
of creating a cra�  gin with 
� avours reminiscent of the 
Lochaber landscape became a 
reality last year and is going 
from strength to strength.

Craig and Noru Innes 
produce their Devil’s 
Staircase Highland spiced 
gin at their artisan distillery 
in the grounds of their 
hotel, the Loch Leven, North 
Ballachulish.

Despite being in production 
for less than a year, Devil’s 
Staircase gin recently won 

a silver award in the con-
temporary style category at 
a renowned international 
spirits competition.

Both businesses have taken 
advantage of the assistance, 
contacts and promotional 
opportunities available 
through their membership 
of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce.

If you’ve got a great business 
idea or want to expand what 
you do, becoming a Chamber 
member gives you access to 
a network of business advice 
and expertise. From training 
to trade contacts, legal 
assistance to sta�  ng  – we’re 
here to help you realise your 
business ambitions. Give us a 
call on 01397 705 765 or apply 
online at www.lochaber-
chamber.co.uk

Craig and 
Noru Innes 
produce 
their Devil’s 
Staircase 
gin at their 
artisan 
distillery in 
the grounds 
of their hotel, 
the Loch 
Leven.

VIEW FROM The Chamber
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Scottish Cro� ing Federation 
(SCF) has welcomed the 
research, Support for 
Cro� ing, released by the 
Cro� ing Commission, which 
highlights cro� ing support 
is lacking and needs to be 
redesigned.

Russell Smith, SCF chair-
man, said the ‘impartial 
and well-presented’   report 
‘clearly shows existing 
support mechanisms do not 
work as well as they could for 
cro� ing’.

� e Cro� ing Commission 
employed Gwyn Jones to 
carry out the research.

Mr Jones is a director 
of the European Forum 
on Nature Conservation 
and Pastoralism and the 
author of several studies 
relating to cro� ing, common 
grazings and UK and Irish 
support and development 

mechanisms. His remit was 
to examine the support 
payments currently available 
to cro� ers, the sustainability 
of the cro� ing system and to 
identify alternative support 
systems.

Mr Smith continued: ‘Mr 
Jones examined what works 
and what does not and makes  
recommendations on how 
support can be improved. 

‘� is is very timely with 
the interim phase to agricul-
tural and rural development 
support being explored in 
the Scottish Government 
consultation Stability and 
Simplicity and with the 
on-going discussions being 
held on what the Scottish 
rural support system will 
look like post-Brexit.’

Mr Smith said the SCF 
was pleased the Cro� ing 
Commission commissioned 
the research, saying   it 
demonstrates a ‘proactive 
commission’ that is willing 
to go beyond just regulation.

‘� e report demonstrates 
what we have said for a long 
time, that adding cro� ing 
to a support mechanism 
designed for farms doesn’t 
work well. 

Cro� s are di� erent and 
have unique challenges as 
well as o� ering exceptional 
public goods.

‘Mr Jones favours adapting 
the support system to work 
better for cro� ing, rather 
than developing a cro� -only 
scheme. 

‘We can go with that, 

the object being to deliver 
cro� -friendly outcomes.’

Mr Jones’ report recom-
mends schemes speci� cally 
catering for small-scale, 
less-intensive cro� s and 
cro� ing common grazings, 
and recommends the design 
of systems that encourage 
small steps of improvement, 
activity on an appropriate 
scale, accessible training, 
a scheme to encourage the 
passing on of cro� s to new 
entrants and adapting capi-
tal grant schemes to include 
woodland cro� s.

‘� e report contains a 
wealth of information and a 
range of recommendations 
SCF will be promoting,’ 
concluded Mr Smith. 

‘� is is going to be seen as 
a benchmark piece of work 
and I would recommend 
everyone who has an interest 
in cro� ing to read it and 
use it to inform the Scottish 
Government.’

Report recommends 
crofting changes

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Warning to hill 
walkers over deer 
stalking disturbances
Walkers are being urged 
to make sure they won’t 
disturb deer stalking as the 
warm weather heralds the 
beginning of the season.

� e Heading for the 
Scottish Hills website, a ser-
vice managed by Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), 
provides details on deer 
stalking on estates between 
July and late October.

� e website helps walkers 
follow the advice in the 
Scottish Outdoor Access 
Code to try and � nd out 
where stag stalking is tak-
ing place and who to con-
tact if more information is 
required. 

It also includes routes 
that are ‘always okay’ and 
the days stalking will take 
place on each estate.

‘Deer stalking takes place 
when Scottish weather is 
o� en at its peak and more 
people want to get outside 
and enjoy nature, but it’s 

also a very busy time for 
land managers,’ said Fiona 
Cuninghame, SNH recrea-
tion and access o�  cer. 

‘Heading for the Scottish 
Hills is a quick way for hill 
walkers to check they won’t 
disturb any stalking.’

� e code also encourages 
walkers to follow reason-
able advice on alternative 
routes and to avoid cross-
ing land where stalking is 
taking place.

Fiona added: ‘Each year 
we have expanded the 
service to include more 
locations and this year have 
added a number of popular 
hills in the west Highlands. 

‘We will be adding more 
information as the estates 
provide it, so if you’re 
planning a trip and the hills 
you want to climb aren’t in-
cluded on the site, it’s worth 
taking another look nearer 
the time.’

The West End Hotel has been bought over by MGM Mutha Group.

West End Hotel sold to Muthu group
MGM Muthu Group an-
nounced this week it has 
bought Fort William’s West 
End Hotel.

� e three-star, 51-bedroom 
establishment employs 39 
people and is popular with 
tourists because of the natu-
ral surroundings of Lochaber 
and close proximity to Ben 
Nevis and Loch Linnhe.

Over the last two years, 
a signi� cant amount of 
investment has gone into 
the group’s properties in 
Scotland which include the 
Alexandra Hotel and Queens 

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Hotel in Oban, Ben Doran 
Hotel in Tyndrum and Royal 
Hotel in � urso. � e chain 
also has hotels in England, 
Portugal, Spain, France, 
India and Cuba.

West End Hotel is currently 
being rebranded.

Dr MG Muthu, MGM 
Muthu group chairman, said: 
‘Scotland is an increasingly 
popular destination. Its 
diverse economy has much to 
o� er visitors from all over the 
world. 

‘� e West End Hotel is the 
perfect addition to our grow-

ing portfolio of hotels and 
we look forward to getting to 
know the local community. 
In Scotland, in particular, 
we are now looking at adding 
bus tours between our hotels 
so that visitors can get a real 
taste for all that this wonder-
ful country has to o� er.’

� is is the group’s seventh 
hotel aquisition in Scotland. 

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness  01463 238 000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin  01343 545315
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Plan, design,
install, enjoy

We’ll do the �rst
three, the fourth
is down to you
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Fort William Fire Station 
group manager Pat 
McElhinney recently dusted 
down his guitar and took 
to the underpass in the 
centre of the town to busk for 
charity.

Pat played through his 
repertoire over two and a half 
hours and raised £85.82 for 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service Family Support 
Trust.

A� er his � rst venture into 
busking, Pat said: ‘� anks 
to my very glamorous 
assistant Sandra for helping 
move my gear and keeping 
me watered. If you want 
to donate and help SFRS 
Fire� ghters and the families 
through loss and hardship 
please donate money.’

Pat played for almost 
three hours to raise money 
for the Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service’s Family 
Support Trust. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson

Fort  William 
� re� ghter 
busks for 
charity

Art Lochaber is celebrating 
its 40th birthday in style this 
year.

� e lively art club, which 
hosts regular workshops and 
classes throughout the year, is 
going back in time for its 2018 
annual exhibition as it marks 
four decades of activity in the 
area.

� e artists,  who hail from 
all over Lochaber and o� en 
travel great distances to attend 
events, welcomed dozens of 
guests to the o�  cial opening 
of the exhibition last Friday, 
which includes work of mixed 
media, oil, watercolour, pastel, 
batik, wood and ceramics.

Alistair Smyth, a founding 
member of Art Lochaber  
and former head of the art 
department at Lochaber High 
School, opened the exhibition, 
which some members claim is 
the group’s best yet, in front of 
a large audience at Ben Nevis 
Distillery.

In addressing the crowd, 
he said: ‘An exhibition like 
this doesn’t just happen. I 
think we have to thank [the 
chairwoman] Lorna and her 
team of most able helpers for 
the huge e� ort that has gone 
into making this presentation 
for us all.’

‘No-one could call this 
exhibition bland! � e variety 
of techniques used in this 
exhibition is exceptional.

‘� is area is very rich in its 
culture, in its musical culture 
and its artistic culture and 
that re� ects a very healthy 
society. Creativity is a very 
powerful driving force.’

� e annual exhibition, 
which � rst took place in the 
old St Andrews Hall, is being 
held in an atmospheric space 
at Ben Nevis Distillery in Fort 

Art club celebrates 40th

The Art Lochaber 
committee, left to right: 
Kathleen Baxter, Gay 
Anderson, Catherine 
Putman, Liza Glaze, Lorna 
Finlayson and Dorothy 
Kelly. IF F31 Art Lochaber 07; Finn 
Watt by his father Ruari’s 
paintings. IF F31 Art Lochaber 03; 
Art Lochaber chairwoman, 
Lorna Finlayson, welcomes 
guests to the exhibition on 
Friday night. IF F31 Art Lochaber 

08; and Alistair Smyth blows 
out the candles on Art 
Lochaber’s birthday cake. IF 
F31 Art Lochaber 02
Photographs: Iain Ferguson

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

William which has been the 
venue since 2000 thanks to 
Colin Ross, a great supporter 
of Art Lochaber over the years.

Club chairwoman Lorna 
Finlayson said: ‘Our exhibi-
tion is an excellent opportu-
nity for us to reach out to the 
community, show them what 
we do and grow our member-
ship, bringing in new ideas.

‘� e preview evening was a 
lively a� air - well attended by 
members, friends and invited 
guests. Everyone enjoyed the 
bu� et, refreshments and the 
40th birthday cake, complete 
with artists palette and brush-
es, made by Tanya Warner.’ 
� e main ra�  e prize, a £40 
voucher towards the purchase 
of one the exhibits was won by 

member Gay Anderson. Other 
prizes were donated by Ben 
Nevis Distillery, Farmstead 
Fayre, Crannog Cruises and 
glass artist Jean Campbell. 
Ian Jenner kindly provided 
the music as people mingled, 
browsed and admired the 
colourful range of exhibits.

‘Many visitors have claimed 
it is the best exhibition to 
date, a � tting tribute to the 
vibrancy of the group,’ Mrs 
Finlayson added. 

‘Fab at 40, indeed !’
� e exhibition runs until 

Saturday, August 11, at the 
Ben Nevis Distillery and is 
open daily from 10am to   
6pm. Art Lochaber’s new 
programme of workshops 
starts in October, so anyone 

interested in attending should 
contact Dorothy Kelly on 
01855 821296.
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MORRISON
Toward the Light - Arran & Kintyre

Jolomo

The Archway Gallery
Opens August 11th

www.jolomo.com
jolomosfaugadB.indd   1 31/07/2018   10:44

Fourteen years ago, organ-
isers of Arisaig Highland 
Games agreed to link up 
with the annual Clanranald 
Gathering in a move that 
has seen the event go from 
strength to strength.

� e wisdom of that move 
was clearly evident last week 
when the picturesque Traigh 
Farm, with its stunning views 
across the sea towards Skye, 
Eigg and Rum, was again the 
venue for the 83rd running of 
the games.

� e perfect weather con-
ditions, in contrast to last 
year’s rain-lashed event, 
drew a large crowd of locals 
and residents and there was 
plenty competition for the 
heavy events, as well as in the 
piping and Highland dancing 
classes.

Held as is tradition on 
the last Wednesday in July, 
with a pre-games ceilidh the 
evening before, the event sees 
a ceremonial march through 
the village in the morning, 

led by Lochaber Schools Pipe 
Band.

O�  cially opening the 
event as chie� ain again 
was Andrew MacDonald of 

Boisedale, younger son of the 
current Captain and Chief of 
Clanranald.

‘I’m very much enjoying it. 
� e weather’s pretty much 

Sunshine draws big crowds
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Arisaig games and gathering
Clockwise from far left: 
the junior boys’ race 
was a close run event; 
Lochaber Pipe Band 
perform for the crowd; 
Callum MacDonald, 
who was �rst for 
putting a 22lb ball; Cora 
MacDonald from Mallaig 
enjoying the bouncy 
slide and a youngster has 
her eye on the prize in 
girls’ race for under-sixes.
Photographs: Abrightside Photography.

perfect and there’s a great 
crowd and a wonderful 
family atmosphere,’ he told 
the Lochaber Times.

Of the large number of 
foreign visitors, including 
a number from the United 
States with Scots heritage, 
Mr MacDonald remarked it 
was a growing phenomenon.

‘I think for them it is 
about heritage and sense 
of belonging, things which 
are becoming ever more 
important in an increasingly 
globalised world.

‘Events like this give 
people kinship. I went over 
to Highland games in the 
USA and they take it very 
seriously there.

‘But I also think heritage 
is still just as important to 
Scots here so it’s great to see 
local people out in numbers 
as well.’

Current games chairman 
Allan MacDonald has been 
involved with the games for 
more than 50 years.

‘It was about 13 or 14 years 
ago that Arisaig Games went 
down the road of branching 
out to incorporate a culture 
side and it’s had its own 
rewards as you can see from 

the crowds today,’ he said. 
‘I don’t think I’ve seen cars 
parked right away across 
there, so it’s good crowd.

‘Today we have 12 pip-
ers competing, whereas 
Inverness Games last 
Saturday only had four 
because Saturdays have 
so many things on. �at’s 
why we hang on to the 
Wednesday as the day for 
our games. We have a lot 
of locals out today which is 
great and we’ve got a good 
strong �eld in the heavy 
events as well.’

In the heavy events this 
year, most notable was 
Lukasz Wente who broke 
his brother’s record for 
56lbs weight over the bar. 
Formerly standing at 15’9”, 
games o�cials had to build 
new poles, but Wente still 
went to the top at 16 feet.

Among the visitors from 
abroad was Dr Jim Craig 
and his nine-strong party 
from the Renaissance Scots 
Living History Association 
in Denver, who were over for 
the second year in a row.

As well as a static display 
of traditional Highland 
weaponry, members gave a 

display involving their use.
‘All our members have 

a connection with Scots 
heritage. 

‘We began about 23 years 
ago and we are a broad 
group of historians, weap-
ons makers, �ghters, leather 
workers and weavers,’ Dr 
Craig explained.

‘When we go to events like 
this in America, we have 
seven tents set up with a 
blacksmith and weapons. 
And what better way to learn 
about this heritage than to 
come to the West Highlands 
and visit places and train in 
some of these skills.

‘It’s fantastic weather and 
a wonderful crowd so it’s 
very special to be back here 
again.’

Among the other 
Americans enjoying the 
atmosphere was another 
Colorado resident, Randy 
Gregory, who was back in 
Arisaig for the �rst time 
since 1964.

‘My parents were both 
school teachers in Los 
Angeles and could take 
sabbatical leave every seven 
years to either go back to 
school or travel and take 
half their salary - so they 
took half the year o� and 
we toured Europe for six 
months in a VW camper,’ 
explained Randy, who was 
16 at the time.

‘We happened into Arisaig. 
It was raining the night be-
fore the games when we saw 
a poster for them and, being 
from sunny California, we 
thought we better ask if they 
were still going to have the 
games.

‘Locals looked at us as if 
we were crazy! So we stuck 
around and went the next 
day and had a memorable 
time.

‘I’d been meaning to come 
back for long time. I turned 
70 a couple of weeks ago and 
my wife surprised me with 
arrangements to come to 
Scotland.

‘It’s very di�erent from 
how it was in 1964 that’s 
for sure. Back then there 
might’ve been two booths 
[stalls] and nothing was 
roped o�. It was maybe half 
the size it is now.’

Randy added that a�er 
his mother died, he came 
across her collection of 
home movies, including 
one of the Arisaig Games in 
1964 which he made a DVD 
copy of and sent to games 
organisers. �e movie can be 
viewed at www.obantimes.
co.uk. 

More photos on page 10.

Results
Piping (Senior) Piobaireachd – 1 James MacKenzie. 
March – 1 Jonathon Simpson. Strathspey & Reel - 1 Finlay 
Cameron. Jig - 1 Andrew Hall. Arisaig Challenge Cup 
for Piobaireachd - James Mackenzie; Canon Iain Gillies 
Memorial Trophy - James MacKenzie; Smart Trophy for light 
music - Finlay Cameron.
Piping (Junior) March – 1 Ciaran Kellet. Strathspey & Reel - 1 
Ciaran Kellet. Cameron-Head Cup for junior piping - Ciaran 
Kellet.
Highland Dancing (Open) Adult - Highland Fling – 1 
Rebecca Sproat. Sword Dance – 1 Rebecca Sproat. Sean 
Truibhais - 1 Rebecca Sproat. Strathspey & Reel - 1 Rebecca 
Sproat. Sailors Hornpipe - 1 Rebecca Sproat. Irish Jig - 1 
Megan O’Donnell. Robert Cuthbertson Shield - Rebecca 
Sproat. (Junior - up to 16 years) - Highland Fling – 1 
Riona Cli�ord. Sword Dance - 1 Hannah Bloom�eld. Sean 
Truibhais – 1 Riona Cli�ord. Strathspey & Reel – 1 Hannah 
Bloom�eld. Sailors Hornpipe – 1 Hannah Bloom�eld. Irish 
Jig – 1 Riona Cli�ord. Marjory MacDonald Cup - Riona 
Cli�ord/ Hannah Bloom�eld. (Junior - up to 11 years) - 
Highland Fling - 1 Sophie Macrae. Sword Dance - 1 Sophie 
Macrae. Sean Truibhais - 1 Maria Monk. Strathspey & Reel - 
1 Maria Monk. Sailors Hornpipe - 1 Katie Taylor. Irish Jig - 1 
Sophie Macrae. David McDermott Memorial Sheild - Sophie 
Macrae.
Heavy events (Open) Putting 16lb Ball – 1 Lukasz Wenta 52’ 
10”. Putting 22lb Ball – 1 Lukasz Wenta 44’ 3”. �rowing 28lb 
Weight for distance – 1 Lukasz Wenta 89’ 3”. �rowing 16lb 
Hammer – 1 Lukasz Wenta 129’ 1”. Tossing the Caber – 1 
Lukasz Wenta. 56lb Weight over the bar – 1 Lukasz Wenta. 
New Arisaig Games Record - 56lb weight over the bar - 
Lukasz Wenta 16’. Arisaig Games Trophy - Lukasz Wenta. 
Allan MacDonald Trophy - Lukasz Wenta. CreagMhor Caber 
Trophy - Lukasz Wenta.
Local Putting 16lb Ball - 1 Jason MacDonald. Putting 22lb 
Ball - 1 Callum MacDonald. �rowing 28lb Weight for 
distance – 1 Paul Barnes. �rowing 16lb Hammer - 1 Callum 
MacDonald. Whitehead Trophy - Callum MacDonald.
Track and �eld (Open) – 100 yards – 1 David Allen. 200 
yards – 1 David Allen. 440 yards – 1 David Allen. Mile Race 
– 1 Dean Whiteford. Barrel Race - 1 Matt Waterson & Felix 
Gooding. Ladies Race - 1 Robin MacDonald. Hill Race - 1 
Alexander MacDonald.
Track and �eld (Local) - 100 yards - 1 Matt Waterston. 200 
yards - 1 Matt Waterston. Long Jump - 1 Matt Waterston. 
Triple Jump - Matt Waterston.

I S  I N H E R I TA N C E  TA X  P O S I N G 
A  T H R E AT  T O  YO U R  E S TAT E ?

While most people are aware of Inheritance Tax, many continue to ignore the issue and overlook their 
potential liability; in doing so, collectively gifting to HM Revenue and Customs several billions of pounds 
each year. We can help create and implement highly effective strategies aimed at reducing your estate’s 
Inheritance Tax liability. Contact us for further information.

The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from taxation, can change at any time and are dependent on 
individual circumstances.

H2SJP29369 06/18

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for 
the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products 
and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website  
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing 
term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ
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Clockwise 
from right: a 
heavy entrant 
gives it his all; 
the Highland 
dancers were 
well supported; a 
heavy contender 
in the making; 
sharp clay 
shooters take aim 
and the junior 
girls’ race was 
hotly contested. 
All photographs: 
Abrightside Photography.

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk

CLEARING DAY 
8th August 10am-3pm 

No appointment necessaryNo appointment necessary
Explore your options with Argyll College

Oban Centre
Glenshellach Business Park  

Oban PA34 4RY
01631 559 500

Tobermory Centre
Tobermory, Isle of Mull 

PA75 6PB
01688 302 801

On the 8th of August, we’re holding 
a Clearing Day between 10 am and 
3 pm. Our doors are open to anyone 
who wants to come in and speak to 
us about their study options. Come 
along to any Argyll College centre and 
our student support staff will be on 
hand to discuss the different courses 
available to you, as well as talk you 
through your funding options. 

With 10 learning centres through-
out Argyll, including Oban and 
Tobermory, and a range of courses 
across a wide range of subjects we’ll 
have a course that suits you right 
here on your doorstep.  Our subject 
areas include Health & Social Care, 

Business, Computing, Sport & 
Fitness, Maritime, Hairdressing, 
Applied Sciences, Engineering, 
Construction, Horticulture, 
Agriculture, Social Science, Sound 
Production, Art, Cookery, Travel & 
Tourism, Hospitality, Education and 
more.

Whatever your results, we can help 
you look at what study options are 
right for you.

You can view our prospectus, find 
out more about the college and get 
contact details for your local learning 
centre at www.argyllcollege.ac.uk.

Explore your options with Argyll 
College. #thinkArgyll

Just received your 
exam results?
Not sure what to do now? 

ADVERTORIAL
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Conservation charity the 
National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS) has announced plans 
to transform its visitor centre 
at Glencoe.

By improving the current 
centre, built 16 years ago, 
Glencoe’s natural heritage, 
wildlife, historical impor-
tance and cultural signi� -
cance will be presented in a 
fresh, imaginative way.

� e investment at the site 
is part of NTS’s � ve-year, £57 
million programme to im-
prove visitor experience and 
the condition of the heritage 
in its care.

� e Glencoe Visitor Centre 
upgrade is one of the trust’s 
priority projects for 2018/19 
and an example of one of the 
‘100 Ways’ the trust is protect-
ing Scotland’s heritage.

‘Glencoe is a perfect exam-
ple of what we do,’ said Simon 
Skinner, chief executive at the 
National Trust for Scotland. 
‘It’s an extraordinarily com-
plex place where we welcome 
visitors from around the 

Glencoe 
visitor centre 
to undergo 
revamp

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

With almost as much media 
coverage of Parliament as the 
World Cup, I’m sure you must 
already know quite a bit about 
what has been happening in 
the past month. 

Brexit, of course, has been 
one of the main topics of 
discussion as � eresa May 
desperately tries to keep the 
warring factions of her party 
together. 

She must really regret 
ever having promoted her 
Government and her lead-
ership as  ‘strong and stable’ 
because these are exactly the 
opposite of what we see in 
Westminster every day.

� is Tory Government and 
the whole of the UK is in cri-
sis over Brexit. As the dead-
line draws nearer, there isn’t 
even a consensus on what the 
terms of negotiations with 
Europe will be – and we are 
now more than two years on. 

I wouldn’t normally quote 
a Conservative MP, but 
speaking in the House of 
Commons, Anna Soubry, 
MP for Broxtowe in 
Nottinghamshire, revealed 
a few home truths about her 
own colleagues saying that 
many of them in private 
conversations have said it 
is worth losing hundreds of 
thousands of jobs to regain 
the UK’s sovereignty. 

In a heated speech she said: 
‘You tell that to the people 
in my constituency. You tell 
that to the people who voted 
leave in my constituency. 
Nobody voted to be poorer 
and nobody voted leave on 
the basis that somebody with 
a gold-plated pension and 
inherited wealth would take 
their job away from them.’

� is week, Westminster 
is taking the Scottish 
Government to the Supreme 

Court to challenge the 
legality of their decision to 
pass a Continuity Bill as an 
alternative to Westminster 
Brexit legislation.

� e Scotland Act laid out 
the terms of devolution 
where anything that wasn’t 
speci� cally reserved was 
devolved to the Scottish 
Government. � is includes 
agriculture, � sheries and the 
environment. 

When these powers return 
from Europe a� er Brexit, 
they should automatically go 
to Holyrood rather than to 
Westminster. � e  Scottish 
Government legislation is all 
about preventing  the ‘power 
grab’ by the UK Government 
and ensuring Scotland im-
mediately retains control.

� is Bill was supported not 
only by the SNP, but Labour, 
LibDems and Green MSPs, 
leaving the Tories isolated 
in Scotland. It is shocking 
the UK Government feels it 
necessary to take a devolved 
parliament to court against 
the terms of the Devolution 
Act.

Once planning permission 
is granted, it is hoped work 
will take place this autumn.

Gloves o�  as Westminster 
takes Holyrood to court
VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER

Scottish Government is defending 
challenge to terms of the Devolution 
Act, as Ian Blackford MP explains

world, all coming for di� erent 
reasons.

‘It’s one of the eight national 
nature reserves in our care 
and many are drawn by 
the landscape and nature. 
Others come to � nd out 
about the history of the place 
and the  Glencoe Massacre 
which still evokes powerful 
emotions.  Increasingly, too, 
we’re seeing more visitors to 
Glencoe thanks to its starring 
role on small and big screens.

‘We have to continually 
adapt and review how we 
go about responding to the 
needs of the diverse groups 
who come to Glencoe and 
that’s what we’re doing with 
the new visitor centre. Our 
investment, which we do 
for the love of Scotland, 
will provide visitors with a 
much-improved experience 
at one of Scotland’s most sig-
ni� cant national and natural 
treasures.’

� e proposal for the Glencoe 
Visitor Centre upgrade 
has been submitted to the 
Highland Council for plan-
ning consent. If approved, the 
work will be carried out this 

autumn. Clea Warner, gen-
eral manager at the National 
Trust for Scotland north west 
region, added: ‘Glencoe is 
such a unique location and we 
want to make sure those who 
visit get the best possible ex-
perience, even if they are only 
there for a short time. � e new 
visitors centre will make the 
most of the space and allow 
more people to experience 
and appreciate the site.

‘� e work will be carried out 
within the existing footprint 
of the visitor centre, although 
we will be using the space to 
better e� ect. � e project will 
give visitors the chance to 
learn more about the story of 
Glencoe and its place in the 
history of Scotland, enhanc-
ing the visitor experience.’

� is major investment 
announcement follows the 
launch of the National Trust 
for Scotland’s corporate strat-
egy last month which set out 
an ambitious programme for 
investment and activity, with 
plans to spend almost £60 
million on Scotland’s built 
and natural heritage over the 
next � ve years.
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Harris Tweed Hebrides has 
announced the appointment 
of two Lewis natives to key 
positions on its board.

Elaine MacRury and   
Margaret Ann MacLeod – 
both current employees of 
the company – have both 
been appointed to the Harris 
textile company’s board this 
week as the board looks to 
shake up its management 
structure.

Elaine will become the 
company’s new �nance direc-
tor, while Mrs MacLeod takes 
over as sales director.

Harris Tweed Hebrides 
chairman Brian Wilson said: 
‘�ese appointments recog-
nise both excellent service 
to the company and also the 
need to underpin its contin-
uing success by refreshing 
the board and management 
structure.’

Elaine has been �nancial 
controller at the Shawbost 

Mill for the past four years. A 
graduate of the University of 
Aberdeen, and a CCAB qual-
i�ed accountant, Elaine spent 
a number of years working 

for Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
and has extensive experience 
working at a senior level in an 
accountancy environment.   
She spent some time working 

in Aberdeenshire before 
returning to her native Lewis 
where she now lives in the 
village of Borve.

Appointed brand director 
with Harris Tweed Hebrides 
in 2013, Margaret had 
previously worked in the 
textiles sector for companies 
including Johnstons  of  Elgin 
and Arcadia.   A native of 
Lewis and a Gaelic speaker, 
Margaret Ann returned to the 
island 12 years ago to work 
for Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise. She is chairwom-
an of HI-Scot Credit Union, 
the largest credit union op-
erating across the Highlands 
and Islands, and a board 
member at  Stornoway  Port 
Authority.

Harris Tweed Hebrides 

chief executive Ian Angus 
Mackenzie said: ‘Over the 
past 10 years, we have seen a 
signi�cant heartening change 
in the age pro�le within the 
company and industry. As we 
move into our second decade, 
it is the right time to re�ect 
this in the make-up of the 
board while also recognising 
our con�dence in Elaine and 
Margaret Ann.’

�e company accounts for 
around three-quarters of all 
Harris Tweed production and 
employs more than 70 people, 
while also giving work to 
around 140 independent 
home weavers. It has won 
numerous awards, including 
UK Textile Brand of the Year 
and Scottish Exporter of the 
Year.

Harris Tweed board 
appoints island duo

Elaine and Margaret Ann 
pictured in Shawbost after 
their appointment to the 
board. 

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Residents 
warned of 
doorstep calls
Police in the Skye and 
Lochalsh area are urging 
local residents to be on 
their guard a�er a series of 
reports from local residents 
about people attending 
unannounced at properties 
in the area.

Concerned residents have 
reported these unannounced 
callers o�ering to buy scrap 
metal or old vehicles in 
the Lochcarron, Shieldaig, 
Applecross and Torridon 
areas.

Constable Craig Allan 
said: ‘We have received 
reports from concerned 
residents about people acting 
suspiciously and approaching 
their properties.

‘On each occasion, they 
have been o�ering to buy old 
vehicles or scrap metal.

‘Our advice is not to engage 
in a deal with anyone who 
arrives on your doorstep 
unannounced.

‘Instead, decline as politely 
as you can and contact police 
on 101 if you want to pass on 
your concerns.’
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Western Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil has given 
his input to the review which 
will determine the future of 
banking services on Barra 
and is urging local communi-
ties to also make their voices 
heard.

�e �rm Johnston 
Carmichael has been appoint-
ed to carry out an independ-
ent review of the branch and 
will make a recommendation 
to RBS on whether the bank 
should remain open or not.

Mr MacNeil said input from 
the local community was 
crucial at this time to keep 
banking services on Barra.

Speaking a�er his own in-
terview with the �rm, he said: 
‘I was very heartened a�er 
my phone call with Johnston 
Carmichael. �ey have the 
power, frankly, to keep the 
bank open, and this makes 
it important that everybody 
who has a case to keep it open 

makes sure that case is heard 
by Johnston Carmichael.

‘�ey will be visiting Barra 
on Monday August 6 and I 
would encourage people to 
get in touch with them to 
make an appointment or to 
submit feedback by email or 
letter.

‘�e case to keep the Barra 

branch open is very strong 
indeed and we also need 
to resume normal hours at 
Lochsboisdale, but we need 
to spell it out for Johnston 
Carmichael. �ey have the 
power to keep the branch 
open or not and RBS say 
they will be bound by their 
decision.

‘I would encourage everyone 
who has an interest, whether 
large or small – from the point 
of view of annual cro�ers’ 
cheques from lamb sales to 
daily businesses or any char-
ities – to please get involved.

‘Your voice is very important 
at this stage to keep banking 
services on Barra.’

�e review team will be at 
the RBS branch in Castlebay 
on Monday August 6. To book 
an appointment, call 01224 
259353.

To give your views to 
Johnston Carmichael, you 
can email RBSbranchreview@
jcca.co.uk; �ll in an online 
questionnaire at www.jcca.
co.uk/rbsbranchreview; or 
write to: �e RBS Review 
Team, Johnston Carmichael 
LLP, 29 Albyn Place, 
Aberdeen, AB10 1YL.

�e deadline for submission 
of views is 5pm on Tuesday 
August 14.

MP urges views 
on bank’s future

MP raises 
arthritis 
awareness

Young Gaelic 
speakers 
travel abroad

Western Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil, pictured below, 
attended an event in parlia-
ment on July 11, organised 
by Arthritis Research UK, 
to hear about life with the 
condition and learn how 
aids and adaptations in the 
home can help people live 
independently.

�e event followed the 
launch of Arthritis Research 
UK’s Room to Manoeuvre 
report, which looks at the 
importance of aids and 
adaptations to people with 
arthritis.

MPs tried a variety of home 
aids and heard from people 
with the condition about 
how grab rails or specialised 
kitchen equipment, etc, have 
changed their lives.

Representatives of Ceòlas, the 
Uist-based arts and heritage 
organisation, have had a busy 
July, travelling to the Willie 
Clancy Summer School in 
Milltown Galway, County 
Clare, and the HIGA 
gathering in Gasteiz, Spain, 
in addition to the regular 
events programme.

As the largest traditional 
music summer school in 
Ireland, the Willie Clancy 
event provided an interesting 
comparison to the much 
smaller and more communi-
ty-oriented Ceòlas summer 
school, and a large potential 
market for international 
students.

Iain MacDonald, Dòmhnall 
Iain MacDonald, Màiri 
MacInnes and Liam Crouse  
joined another contingent of 
Uist and Scottish tradition 
musicians for the event. 

�e Ceòlas group felt their 
Uist-based summer school, 
which was partially mod-
elled a�er the Willie Clancy 
school, compared well to the 
larger Irish festival.

For the full story, visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk

Angus Brendan MacNeil is urging islanders to get in touch 
with Johnston Carmichael to keep the RBS branch open.

Seaweed is the focus of 
Ceòlas’ annual symposium
Ceòlas’s annual symposium 
has become an integral part of 
Uist’s July calendar, allowing 
for a community-led scrutiny 
of their shared heritage.

�e foreshore and its re-
sources – speci�cally seaweed 
– featured as this year’s topic.

For generations, the people 
of Uist have used seaweed in 
a plethora of ways, perhaps 
most notably during the kelp 
boom of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. However, with new 
developments in research and 
global commerce, the seaweed 
business  may enjoy a resur-
gence on Uist.

Ceòlas’s aim for the 
symposium was to explore 
the industrial history and 
potential avenues for future 
development.

A series of lectures were 
presented by speakers 
Philip Kerrison, of the 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS), and 
Dr  Kevin Grant, of Historic 
Environment Scotland (HES), 
on the history and archaeol-
ogy of seaweed extraction in 
Uist and on  current industry 
trends globally.

A series of walks to the 
foreshore were led by Heather 

Beaton, RSPB, pictured above, 
and Fiona Bird, an author and 
forager. Participants explored 
the shore habitats learning 
which foods are available 
naturally.

Dr Grant also led an ar-
chaeology walk of the kelp 
industry at Taobh a Tuath 
Loch Aoineart.

Ceòlas also hosted Gaelic 
author Màrtainn Mac an 
t-Saoir on Sunday evening as 
he launched his new novel, 
Samhradh ’78.

�ose present at the book 
launch, organised in partner-
ship with Luath Press, also 
enjoyed listening to a selection 
of �eld recordings made by 
Màrtainn in the 1990s in Uist.

In the evenings, Talla an 
Ìochdair hosted two concerts. 
A piping concert, opened by 

Ailis Sutherland, featuring 
the trio of Ali Hutton, Ross 
Ainslie and Jenn Butterworth. 
�e family cèilidh, hosted 
by Mòrag Dhòmhnallach of 
Radio nan Gàidheal, featured 
a line-up of local musicians, 
many of them under 20.

�e symposium opened 
Sunday a�ernoon with the 
annual symposium mass 
in Eaglais Àird  Choinnich 
in Ìochdar, given by Mgr 
Mìcheal MacDonald, the 
parish priest. �e symposium 
was then drawn to a close by 
the Rev Ishie MacLean during 
a service in Eaglais �obh’ 
Mòir.

�e Ceòlas symposium was 
generously funded by HIE, 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar and Creative 
Scotland.
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Several hundred excited 
mums, dads and children 
made their way to Caol’s 
new play park for Saturday’s 
o�  cial opening.

Despite the weather – there 
was a downpour as soon as 
organising committee chair-
main Damian MacDonald 
� nished his speech – everyone 
enjoyed themselves and there 
were plenty of compliments 
on the new £190,000 park.

Split into two areas, one for 
infants and the other for older 
children, the play park has a 
wide range of equipment, in-
cluding roundabouts, swings, 
climbing frames, wooden 
boat and a giant tower.

Mr MacDonald’s three 
children o�  cially cut the 
ribbon to open the area for 
older children, while Dylan 
Nicol, brother of little Daisy 
Nicol who died last year and 
in whose memory the infants’ 
area is named, opened the 
toddlers’ section.

It has taken three years and a 

Hundreds fl ock to opening

Above: Damian MacDonald at the opening of the new play 
park; the ribbon was cut by his three children, top; the 
event was a was a huge success with children and adults, 
despite the downpour. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Dylan Nicol, with parents Gary and Leah, o�  cially opened the infants’ area in memory of 
his sister Daisy.

huge e� ort from those behind 
the project – Mr MacDonald 
heads up a committee of 
six members – but he says 
seeing the smiles on the faces 
of parents and youngsters 
on Saturday makes it all 
worthwhile.

‘It was a great day, despite 

the poor weather deciding to 
pour buckets,’ he said. ‘� at’s 
phase one opened, apart from 
a couple of small snagging 
issues which won’t prevent 
any of the equipment from 
being used.

‘� ere is a second phase 
which we will start to look 

at fundraising for and once 
that is complete, we will have 
a £300,000 play park for local 
youngsters.

‘For now though, there’s 
plenty equipment for children 
to enjoy.’
 For more photographs, visit 
www.lochabertimes.co.uk
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� e live music scene in the 
Highlands and Islands has 
never been as vibrant and the 
upward trajectory shows no 
sign of levelling out.

� e number of events, the 
number of bands and the sizes 
of the crowds are growing at 
an accelerating rate and it is 
astonishing to witness.

In the past seven weeks, we 
have had Oban Live, Tiree 
Music Festival, Hebridean 
Celtic Festival, Eilean Dorcha 
Festival, Butefest and Speyfest  
and more. 

Still to come are Belladrum, 
Mull of Kintyre Music 
Festival, Best of the West, Jura 
Music Festival, Loopallu and 
numerous others.

As well as festivals, there are 
a whole host of individual gigs 
happening in parallel.

Despite the number of 
events, the crossover of bands 
and occasional clashing of 
dates, the festivals and stan-
dalone gigs are selling out or 
drawing near capacity crowds.

� e numbers involved 
would have been unheard 
of for Highland music, even 
just a few years ago. Although 

there are some mainstream 
acts at these events, the bulk 
of the music is coming from 
Highland bands.

For many years, I have been 
convinced that, given the 
richness of the indigenous 
musical tradition in the 
Highlands, it has existed, at 
least during my lifetime, very 
much below its potential. 

Until recently, I would not 
have predicted this potential 
ever being realised as I saw 
the pressures of the mass me-
dia modern world moving to 
� atten and engulf the cultures 
of marginal populations.

However, like many sudden 
and monumental changes 
in life, it has been li� ed  ex-
ponentially by multiple 
factors, related and unrelated, 
combining and merging at 
the right times and the result 
has been something totally 
unpredictable and wonderful. 

At the moment, music is 
leading the way in the renais-
sance of Highland culture 
and identity, but for that 
resurgence to have any deep 
meaning and signi� cance 
for the future of Gaelic, the 

language must come along 
with it and populations must 
remain and grow in the 
geographic heartlands of that 
culture.

In the 1970s and 1980s, 
statistical projections would 
almost certainly have predict-
ed  the demise of Highland 
music. 

However, a fairly small num-
ber of groups, bodies,  bands 
and individuals, along with 
the unlimited power of good 
fortune and compound e� ect, 
have completely blown these 
predictions out of the water.

� e o� en-quoted and 
variously sourced statistics 
over many years showing the 
inevitable death of Gaelic as a 
living language can similarly 
be blown out the of water.

Our future is in our own 
hands and we can choose to 
fade into the past or choose to 
survive. 

When the issue is distilled 
down to its core  elements, 
it is a simple choice, but my 
goodness me, it is an impor-
tant one. 

And the right decision is 
glaringly obvious.
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Glengarry Church was 
awash with colour and fra-
grance  when it hosted this 
year’s village f lower festival.

The title for the Glengarry 
Flower Festival last week 
was ‘Our Highland Home’.

Twenty three f lower ar-
rangements were grouped 
in topics - the Welcome 
at the porch, Hospitality, 
Leisure, Landscape, the 
Community Woodland and 
Employment.

The arrangements were  
on display for four days and 
one of those who helped 
organise the festival, Helen 
Allen, commented: ‘Our 
little children at Invergarry 
Nursery handcrafted paper 
f lowers to decorate the or-
gan and made the 23 display 
numbers.

‘Although the festival is 
being staged in Glengarry 
Church and all donations 
received are going to church 
funds, the festival is a real 
community effort. So many 
people have joined in the 
fun of putting this festival 
together, not only the f lower 
arrangers, but those pro-
viding foliage, f lowers from 
their gardens, cleaning the 
church and casting a critical 
eye as the arrangements 
were set up.

‘And the steady f low of   
delicious home-baking for 

Bloomin’ marvellous festival

Clockwise from top left: Helen Allan, Gillian Cross, 
Isobel Service, Bell Henderson and Lindsay and Hector 
Mackenzie Rogers; Visitors from Duncansburgh Macintosh 
Church; Gillian Cross and Isobel Service with their display 
based on Harris Tweed and Helen Allan with her display 
entitled ‘Waterfall’. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

the refreshments served 
throughout the four days 
of the festival added to the 
welcome to our visitors.

‘We had a steady stream of 
visitors from day one, from 
across Lochaber and tourists 
from Italy and Washington 
DC.

‘The church really does 
convey a Highland welcome 
to one and all and, in the 
soaring temperature, a cool 
and peaceful place.’
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DONATIONS WANTED 

Find us at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. 
We’re open Monday to Saturday between 10am and 4pm! 

We’re always looking for quality used furniture, white goods and household items 
- and for maximum convenience, we’re happy to accept donations at the shop. 

Just pop by - and while you’re here, take the opportunity to have a browse!
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A� er seven days jam-packed with 
games, sports, gardening and enter-
tainment, Morvern Gala Week drew 
to a close last week.

Events opened with Morvern 
Highland Games on Saturday July 
14 and continued until Sunday July 
22 and the organising committee 
has been enjoying a quiet week a� er 
another stellar week of fun.

Gala Week committee chairwom-
an Riona Whyte has given her own 
account of probably the busiest week 
of the year for Morvern residents.

She said: ‘On Sunday July 15, the 
Highland Open Water Swim group 
organised a swim across Loch Aline 
from the net station at the pontoons 
with around 30 swimmers braving 
the cool water before Morvern Gun 
Club held its annual gala week shoot 
at Uladail.

‘A nature walk around the village 
with Alasdair Firth was � rst on 
the agenda for Monday and in the 
a� ernoon, Lochaline Village Hall 
was the venue for the indoor bowls. 
Eadie Kennedy won the junior 
trophy and in the evening, regular 
visitors Steven and Niall won the 
senior pairs, beating their mothers 
in the � nal.

‘An exhibition in Kiel Church 
started on Tuesday morning and 
featured a Morvern past and present 
display and a Viking project by 
Lochaline Primary School pupils. 

� e Lochaline MS fundraising 
team took charge of the bingo 

this year, while Kirsty MacIntyre 
ran junior and senior Highland 
Hustle sessions in the evening 
with proceeds going to Macmillan 
Cancer Support. � e dog agility day 
attracted more than a dozen dogs 
and their owners for a fun a� ernoon 
putting their four-legged friends 
through their paces under the 
guidance of Heather and Sue from 
Mull. � is was quickly followed by 
Mini Highland Games with Active 
Schools co-ordinator Fiona Beattie.

‘� ursday was again packed 
with activities, starting with 
Clare Holohan’s Herbal Walk at 

Achnaha before children baked 
with Annemie and Nicki in the 
a� ernoon. Lochaline Social Club 
hosted a darts competition which 
had a very exciting � nal with Ally 
Nudds claiming victory.

‘Friday was a lovely calm day to 
enjoy an open day at the allotments.  
Lesley Jones gave guided tours and 
there was delicious home-baking to 
accompany teas and co� ees. In the 
evening, Isbell Kelly led a yoga class 
of 10 to calm their minds and spirits 
and the Whitehouse Restaurant had 
a ‘Tastes of India’, with all proceeds 
going to Walk the Walk Cancer 

Charity. It was then time to dress up 
and head to the village hall for the 
annual race night. 

Mary Lindsay took the best 
dressed prize with her in� atable 
horse and full jockey attire.

‘On Saturday the Big Morvern 
Run, along with the Wee Morvern 
Run, attracted 18 runners, with 
Jake Willis winning the former 
and Johnathan Marks the latter. 
� e a� ernoon was full of activities 
at Lochaline Harbour, with races 
and other shore-based attractions 
for everyone. Lochaline Social Club 
hosted the annual MS fundraising 

evening with auction and ra�  e.   
Donations are still coming in but the 
total so far is £2,000 and counting.

‘� e � nal day started with the 
� shing competition from the Old 
Pier where James Shanks, his cousin 
Daniel and Lewis Shanks won all 
the prizes between them.  

A shinty match at Knock Park on 
Sunday evening was well attended 
and thanks go to Mervyn from 
Mull Slaughterhouse for manning 
the barbecue.  It was then a quick 
change into beach party wear for the 
Survivors Dance with Wee Ewan 
and Friends.’

Re� ecting on the busy week, Riona 
told the Lochaber Times: ‘� ere are 
too many people to thank for their 
time and e� ort in making Morvern 
Games and Gala Week a success  
but special mention must go to Lisa 
Gascoigne and Carolanne Cameron 
for all their help throughout the 
week and the week before.

‘We are indebted to Ardtornish 
Estate for its co-operation and the 
use of its equipment and resources, 
ensuring the maintenance and 
continued use of the park.  

‘Also, Lochaline Quartz Sand for 
supplying generators and sand, 
and John Chief for helping with the 
bunting.

‘A huge thank you from the 
committee to everyone who organ-
ised and attended events to keep 
Morvern Games and Gala Week 
going.  See you all next year.’

Something for everyone at 
busy Morvern Gala Week 

Angus Robertson 
marks the beginning 
of the Morvern 
Sailing Club Regatta. 
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Clockwise from top left: Alasdair Firth hosted a nature trail on 
Monday of gala week; Boatbuilders John Hodgson and John Beaton, 
committee members of Morvern Sailing Club, displayed their newly 
built ski�, The Witches of Morvern, at the highland games at the 
start of the gala week; Rowan Willis tries her hand at the shot putt 
at the Mini Highland Games; Rhian Evans all smiles at the start 
of the Big Run; Youngsters test their strength in the tug-o-war at 
the Mini Highland Games;  Chieftain of Morvern Highland Games, 
Angus Robertson, aboard The Witches of Morvern at the start of the 
Morvern Sailing Club Regatta; Sailors take to the water for the �rst 
races of the regatta; Owners put their four-legged friends through 
their paces at the dog agility day on the Tuesday.

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848 

www.macqueenbros.com
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, 
post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or in High Street, Fort 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Well done to all 
involved with Fort 
war memorial
� is is a highly signi� cant year, marking 
as it does the centenary of the cessation of 
hostilities in the First World War.

� ere has, quite rightly, been a very high 
degree of attention focused on events 
surrounding the 100th anniversary of the 
armistice.

Central to this landmark have been the 
war memorials which are to be found 
in almost every town and village in 
Lochaber. Indeed, as we report this week 
on page two, there are in excess of 200 
memorials across the region.

Among them is the Fort William and 
District War Memorial, which is located 
in the town’s Parade, and which is topped 
with a Highland soldier.

It is to the great credit of those involved 
with the local branch of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland and the Fort William 
Town Team that the one in Fort William 
has been awarded joint top place in a 
Scotland-wide best kept war memorials 
competition.

Fort William was joint winner with the 
memorial in Beauly, which now goes on 
to represent the Highlands and Islands in 
this particular class of memorial in the 
national awards event later this year.

Our war memorials are of huge 
importance to our communities. � ey 
are the focal points every year of the 
commemoration services to those who 
have made the ultimate sacri� ce.

We are extremely proud of our memori-
als and applaud those who do such a good 
job in maintaining them.

History of Rodger family’s 
ties to Fort William
You published a photograph in your issue of 
July 19 of Rodger’s tearoom with a request for 
information.

My great-grandmother was Isabella (Bella) 
Rodger, the widow of Robert Rodger.

She moved to Fort William from Glasgow 
around 1900. Bella was a housekeeper at that 
time in Fort William. Her family of three sons 
and a daughter made Fort William their home 
and they lived in Gordon Square.

Before Isabella returned to Glasgow, she 
was the tenant of this restaurant in High 
Street. She returned to Glasgow and died in 
Dumbarton in 1931.

Robert was the eldest son and worked as 
plumber for Robert Harper in the High 
Street. Robert’s son, also Robert, married Joan 
MacLean, who came from Patna in Ayrshire.

Joan went on to become the cook at the 
Observatory Hotel, sometimes known as the 
Temperance Hotel, on the summit of Ben 
Nevis. � e recent photograph in your news-
paper shows Robert and Joan standing outside 
the restaurant in High Street.

Robert and Joan had one child, a daughter 
named Elizabeth Mary, who went on to marry 
Charlie Duncan, and was known locally as 
Bessie Rodger or Bessie Duncan. 

William was the second son, and at the 
time of his marriage in 1915 to Jane Walker 
Haddow, he was a licensed grocer in High 
Street. At one stage he was the tenant of 
premises in West End Terrace and Ben Nevis 
Terrace. William and his wife lived in Linnhe 
Road and he died in 1933.

� ey had three sons: Robert, James (Jim) 
and William (Bill), who died at sea during the 
second World War. � ey also had � ve daugh-
ters: Helen (Nellie), Isabella (Bella), Jessie, 
Jean and Annie. Of these, Jean Bayli�  (nee 
Rodger) still lives in Caol. Annie Clarkson 
(nee Rodger) lives in Victoria, Australia. � e 
other daughters Helen, Jessie and Isabella are 
now deceased.

� e third of the sons was James (known as 
Jimmy), who was born in Calton, Glasgow, in 
1876 and became a plumber. He died in his 100th 
year in 1976, in Fort William. He and his wife 
had four sons and two daughters. Local identi-
ties in this family include ‘Pasha’ and ‘Sunshine’ 
Rodger, and other sons were Robert and Duncan 
and two daughters, Jean and Annie.

Jean Bayli� , Bill Rodger, Robert (Bobby) 
Duncan and many more descendants from 
these three sons are still living in the UK, 
Australia, the USA and also here in Fort 
William and Inverness.

Bill Rodger,
by email.

New charges are causing 
outbreak of ‘wild parking’
� e new parking arrangement in the town 
have recently been described as shambolic and 
diabolical, and I must agree.

I have noticed over the past few weeks that 
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the once-free car parks at Lochavullin and 
Altantis are almost empty.

One morning at 10am last week there were 
seven cars in the Lochavullin car park, when 
in the past this would have been full or almost 
full.

� e new parking arrangements have 
only created ‘wild parking’ in areas such 
as Glencruitten Road, Gallanach Road, 
Lochavullin Road, Rock� eld Road, the hospi-
tal car park, the South Pier private car park, to 
name but a few.

� is wild parking causes problems for 
both other vehicles using the road as well as 
pedestrians as in many of these areas there are 
no pavements. Only last week I had to reverse 
about 50 metres in Glencruitten Road a� er 
meeting a service bus, which was di�  cult 
because of pedestrians.

I am told   that the parking is so severe in 
Gallanach Road that emergency vehicles 
would have di�  culty getting through.

However, I note from recent articles in the 
newspaper about parking for those going to 
spend a few days on the islands and must say 
that if I travel  from Glasgow Airport I do not 
abandon my car in some side street in Paisley, 
but pay for long-stay parking and I cannot 
understand why everyone expects to pay 

nothing. I would ask Argyll and Bute Council 
to consider reinstating the two free car parks, 
which would give facilities for those working 
in the town and visitors who are travelling 
further a� eld

May Tosh,
by email.

Plastics are so damaging to 
our sea and marine life
� e letter from the keen sea angler (� e Oban 
Times, July 19) concerning the topic of disap-
pearing � sh could have been written by one of 
the endangered common seals living near my 
home on a quiet loch in Argyll.

� e di� erence, which is vast indeed, is that 
the seal needs those � sh to survive, while we 
human animals can simply pop into a local 
superemarket, � ll up on cheap food in plastic 
packaging then toss whatever we don’t need 
casually into a bin which will, most likely, end 
up in the sea – polluting the waters that many 
an endangered species depend on for life.

It ba�  es me that we, the human species, 
can’t seem to grasp the urgency to change our 
habits - habits we cling to because it is just too 
inconvenient to go without the plastic bottle, 
plastic straw, plastic bags.
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DISTRICT NEWS Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

INVERLOCHY

With the help from external funding, a 
group of four Mallaig Pool and Leisure 
sta�  members recently got the chance to 
attend Glenmore Lodge to take part in the 
Velotech silver bike mechanic course.

� e team spent two intense days training 
at the lodge as they tried to get  their heads 
around all the di� erent bike components. 
� ey then had to learn how to strip down, 
clean and replace those components.

� anks to the training, Mallaig Pool and 
Leisure are now well prepared, not only 
to look a� er our hire bikes but to � x and 
service bikes.  

Please contact any of the pool team 
members if anyone in Mallaig wishes to 
bring their bike in for a service or need 
something repaired – the team will be 
happy to do it for you at the bike mainte-
nance station.

� e Scottish Government’s housing minister 
will visit the West Highlands next month on a 
fact-� nding mission.

Earlier in the year Kate Forbes MSP asked 
Kevin Stewart to come to her constituency to 
see what can be done to progress a� ordable 
housing in the Highlands – an invitation 
which was accepted.

Ms Forbes understands that Mr Stewart 
will visit Fort William and the Isle of Skye on 
Tuesday August 21, with � nal arrangements to 
be announced in due course.

Ms Forbes said: ‘We all know how much 
pressure there is on a� ordable housing in the 
region and the ever-increasing gap between 
average incomes and average house prices in 
the Highlands.

‘� is has a knock-on impact on recruitment 
and retention of employees.

‘I’m pleased that not only will the minister be 
visiting the constituency but that he’s going to 
see as much of it as possible.

‘� e issues are similar but this will enable 
him to meet as many people as possible, which 
I welcome.’

Construction of a new replacement ramp 
on the Soldier’s Bridge at Inverlochy is now 
complete.

Construction work on a new replacement 
ramp for access onto the bridge began in 
June this year and took around six week to 
complete. Access was limited during this time.

Liberty British Aluminium commissioned 
the work and announced its reopening this 
week.

A representative from the company said: ‘� e 
new replacement ramp on the Soldier’s Bridge 
at the Inverlochy side is now completed and is 
looking great. We thank you for you patience 
and cooperation during construction.’

A member of the pool sta�  hard at work on the training course.

Mallaig pool sta�  train to repair bikes

Fort to host Lochaber Gathering Festival of Piping

FORT WILLIAM/SKYE

KYLE

The new ramp onto Soldier’s Bridge at 
Inverlochy. 

A car was set on � re in Kyle on � ursday July 
26. Police are appealing for information and 
say inquiries are ongoing to establish the cause 
of the � re at Langlands Terrace.

Police  o�  cers were made aware of the � re 
at around 2.40am.  � e � re was extinguished 
by the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service and 
nobody was injured, though the vehicle was 
extensively damaged.

Constable Derek Ferguson said: ‘Inquiries 
are ongoing in relation to the cause of the � re 
but we would ask anyone with information to 
contact local o�  cers on 101 quoting incident 
number NP/3189/18 or, if they wish to remain 
anonymous, Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.’

BARRA
More children across the north of Scotland 
will be out playing in their communities this 
summer a� er charities received a funding 
boost.  

Nineteen charities have received money to 
increase outdoor play opportunities, includ-
ing one on Barra, through � rive Outdoors, 
a programme run by Inspiring Scotland and 
supported by the Scottish Government.

� e funded sessions are delivered locally in 
community spaces such as parks, playgrounds, 
streets and woodlands by trained play workers 
who support and encourage the children 
while providing reassuring adult supervision. 
� e sessions are unstructured and child-led.

� e chosen charities are already o� ering 
free play sessions, throughout Scotland, and 
will continue over the summer holidays and 
during school holiday periods later in the year.

Outdoor play is invaluable to support 
children’s health through increasing physical 
activity and helps boost learning.

� e world class 2018 Cruinneachadh Loch 
Abar, the annual Lochaber Gathering Festival 
of Piping, will take place at the Nevis Centre 
in Fort William, on Saturday August 4.

Starting at 9am, the event will see competi-
tions running until late a� ernoon.

Large numbers of pipers will compete to an 
expected high standard for awards which are 
acknowledged as among the most beautiful on 
the circuit.

At Premier and A Grade, the world’s top 

pipers will play for the much coveted Tuagh 
Oir (Gold Axe) in piobaireachd, and for 
the Lochaber Gathering Medal for March, 
Strathspey and Reel.

B and C Graded pipers will compete for a 
similar array of prizes, including the � ercely 
contested Tuagh Airgead (Silver Axe) for 
piobaireachd.

� e day will also include light music and 
junior competitions. � e organisers say they 
are indebted to long-standing sponsors – � e 

MacKintosh Foundation, Moidart Trust, 
the PF Charitable Trust, BSW Sawmills and 
MacCallum Bagpipes.

YOURSTORY   
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

� e Lochcarron Highland Games celebrated 
its milestone 40th  anniversary on Saturday 
July 21 at the Attadale Estate in Wester Ross.

A � rm � xture on the Scottish events calen-
dar, this year’s games featured a jam-packed 
schedule of activities for all ages, from tradi-
tional sports and dancing to music and food.

� e Lochcarron Highland Games – af-
fectionately known as the ‘friendly games’ 
– welcomed nearly 3,000 people, both locals 
and visitors coming for the day, with many 
making the annual trip from across Europe 
and the USA.

In this particularly special year for the 
Lochcarron Games, the quality of the com-
petitors certainly did not disappoint. � e 
� agship heavy events were as popular as ever 
with spectators, with participants displaying 
their impressive abilities clad in kilts. Sinclair 
Patience won the heavies title, and even beat 
his father’s record for weight for distance set 
in 1995 – an appropriate achievement for the 
40th games.

To mark the event’s 40th anniversary, and as 
an extra special memento, headline sponsors 
Scottish Salmon Company awarded Patience, 
from Tain, with a specially-commissioned oil 
painting of a kilted heavy by Edinburgh-based 
artist Damian Callan.

Entirely volunteer-led, the games organisers 
certainly put on a show to remember with the 
Lochalsh Junior Pipeband and the Ullapool 
and District Pipe Band both providing 
some traditional music.  � e new addition 

of Speyside Falconry to the programme also 
proved popular with visitors.

Maureen Brown, chairwoman of the 
Lochcarron Games Association, said: ‘We 
are delighted that the day went so well and 
everybody enjoyed themselves.’

� is year the Lochcarron Highland Games 
Association raised as much money at the 
gate as they have ever done, enabling them 
to continue to support such varied  local or-
ganisations as the Lochcarron Playgroup and 
Primary School, or the Lochcarron Shinty 
team and Lochcarron Golf Club.

Strontian winter resilience to be discussed

Joanna Macpherson presents Sinclair 
Patience with an oil painting by Damian 
Callan. Photograph: Peter Barr.

Lochcarron Games shine 
on ruby anniversary  A French navy diving support ship is 

visiting Fort William next weekend. It will 
be at the Underwater Centre for a few days. 
And, of course, our councillors are due to 
be piped on board. So it struck me as quite 
unusual that a number of them have called 
o� , saying that they – like the vessel – ‘are 
tied up that weekend’!
 Recently a local resident mentioned to 
me that ‘Seagull City’ is ‘always last to get 
anything’. Last week, however, Mallaig came 
of age – with a ‘hole in the wall’. Ah, but the 
bank cash dispenser was being installed 
on the Sabbath – by a contractor who had 
special facilities which gave him access into 
the bank premises. 

However, when a number of locals 
congregated there for a progress report, 
the contractor was standing outside the 
bank, looking very contrite. Eventually the 
Mallaigites managed to extract the infor-
mation that the bank door had banged shut 
behind the contractor – leaving him outside, 
and the keys inside. 

At this point he was waiting for the cash 
machine cavalry to come to his rescue.
 Meanwhile, a couple of � shermen and 
a vacationing American were having a 
conversation on Mallaig Pier. Some of it 
concerned the sailing times of MV Iona, 
as our transatlantic cousin had asked: ‘Say, 
when does the ‘TEN NA’ leave Mallaig?’
 A pupil at a local primary school came 
home and announced to his mum that his 
teacher had asked the class to bring some 
money as the janitor was about to retire. 
Mum gave him £2, and when he came back 
from school that a� ernoon, asked him: ‘Did 
you hand that money to the teacher?’ Said 
the son of the house: ‘No, I gave it to the 
janny.’  His mother queried: ‘What did he 
say?’ Son looked at her a bit old-fashioned. 
‘� ank you very much – of course.’
 � e Rotary elder statesmen triumphed 
over the young bucks of the Round Table in 
the annual challenge match at Fort William 
golf course. � is type of reverse is very 
educational for the Tablers. It gives them a 
sense of proportion, and an appreciation of 
the � tness things.

� e outcome, however, may have been a 
wee bit di� erent if John Steel, a Round Table 
member, had been playing. John had arrived 

at the clubhouse in his pick-up, on the back 
of which were three large objects concealed 
under a tarpaulin. � ey turned out to be 
amusement machines. 

John had decided that his fellows would 
need some cheering up.

Following the defeat, he had gone home to 
practise in his back garden for next year’s 
encounter. Until, that is, he lost his ball. 
In the back garden! Never mind, John! 
Remember ‘Old Golfers’ and all that!
 ‘I love to go a-wandering, Along the 
mountain  track. And as I go, I love to sing, 
my knapsack on my back’. Or words to that 
e� ect! And Betty Calder was singing them 
the other day as she and Norman made their 
way down Meall an-t-Slamain, on the ‘other 
side of the loch’. 

But, suddenly, Betty’s knapsack overtook 
her! At a fair rate of knots it careered 500 
feet down towards the Loch Linnhe shore, 
smithereening two thermos � asks en route.  
Meaning that Betty and Norman not only 
had to go without their a� ernoon tea, but 
were now facing  an expensive bill to replace 
the � asks. Aye, Norman was ‘Stormin’, I can 
tell you.
 Livy had concerns about the stability of 
certain items which had been loaded into 
the pulp mill pick-up. 

As he rounded a corner within the pre-
cincts, there was an almighty clatter. Livy 
looked in his mirror and saw that concrete 
and cement had take on an appropriately 
colourful tercentenary hue. � ree tins of 
paint had scaled o�  the truck. And Livy’s 
own hue heightened when his mates started 
kidding him on  about painting the Mill in 
the Rangers colours.
 Well done – the Mail. � e Royal Mail, that 
is. Letter addressed to Highland Tourist 
Board, Town Senter, � e Highlands, duly 
delivered to Cameron Square, Fort William.
 I started with the council. I’ll complete the 
column – with the council. � e latest local 
to be stuck in that infernal li�  in Lochaber 
House is Mary Bruce, whose NALGO meet-
ing on the third � oor didn’t last as long as 
her sojourn trapped inside it. 

Psyching herself up to keep calm, Mary 
was bravely singing Please, Release Me 
when the cavalry arrived 25 minutes later. 
A� erwards, Mary discovered why she was 
the only delegate to be exiled in the elevator.

All the other NALGO representatives 
work in Lochaber House   – and they never 
use the li� .

Winter resilience provision will be discussed 
at Sunart Community Council’s meeting on 
� ursday August 9. � e council is wanting to 
hear from residents as to whether Strontian 
should have some communal grit bins and 
shovels to help volunteers clear snow.

� e Highland Council winter resilience 
programme o� ers help to communities which 
want to take action in their own areas to help 
clear snow and ice from footpaths.

� e programme states: ‘While we operate a 

� eet of over 40 footpath gritting tractors, we 
know that resources are not always su�  cient 
to clear every path and recognise that commu-
nities may themselves be able to treat a more 
extensive path network earlier.’

� e council will provide grit, shovels and 
snow pushers, gloves and high visibility 
clothing, health and safety advice and insur-
ance.  � e community must nominate a lead 
contact person, compile a list of volunteers 
and identify paths to be cleared.
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BOWLS

LOTTERY

Busy week for Fort
bowlers as they host 
Sunderland club
Fort William Railway Bowling Club played host to 
Sunderland and District Bowling Association who are 
on tour of Scotland at their club in Inverlochy.

Sunderland president John Patterson being wel-
comed by Fort William Vice President Liz French.
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography

Jamie Manson (centre) hands over �rst prize of his 
sponsored competition to Trish Miller and Eddie 
Downs and runners up Bill Clark (left) and Jim Bell. 
It was a busy weekend for the Fort William Railway 
Bowling Club with three events, even though 
Saturday’s Brian Hamilton Pairs had to be cancelled 
half way through because of the rain. The work the 
club did over the winter on the drainage paid of with 
the water draining o� very quickly but because of 
the surface being slippy it was decided to cancel.

Lochaber club lotteries
This week’s Fort William Golf Club lotto numbers were 
9, 17 and 19. There was no winner so the jackpot for the 
draw today (Thursday August 2) will be £500.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 
15, 16 and 18.  There were no winners this week and so 
the prize for next week will be £500.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this 
week were 7, 11 and 12.

No winners this week, so next week’s draw will have a 
prize of £400.

Golfers raise over 
£4,500 at Star for 
Harris fundraiser
More than 100 golfers turned 
out for the Harris Ross 
three-person Texas scramble 
in support of a Lochaber 
charity on Saturday.

Tanya Ross, founder of 
Star for Harris, said she was 
‘overwhelmed’ by the support 
shown by locals at the golf 
tournament on Saturday as 
teams of friends and families 
set o� from Fort William 
Golf Club early on Saturday 
morning for a full day of 
action.

Tommy Disher, Mark 
Rydings and Davie 
MacDonald scored an 
impressive round to become 
the overall winners this year 
but there were plenty of other 
winners who received prizes 
for nearest the pin, longest 
drive and the secret holes 
competitions.

�e tournament, an open 
event with non-members 
invited with a maximum 
handicap of 18, was held to 
raise money for Lochaber-
based charity, Star for Harris.

Charity founder Tanya said: 
‘�is year’s Harris Ross Texas 
scramble was a huge success 
and looks set to raise more 
than £3,000 towards our 
current initiatives of funding 
music therapy, gi� sets, cel-
ebration days for the wards, 
research, resources, memory 
casts and so much more!

‘One of the golfers summed 
it up well by saying that 
they’re “not participating just 
for the golf” as the event is so 
much more than that. As our 
biggest annual fundraiser, 
it secures Star for Harris’s 
ability to support children 
with cancer as much as we 

Sean Cameron, Paul MacKay and Alexander Cameron on 
the course. Cameron would go on to win the longest drive 
while MacKay got nearest to the pin on the sixteenth.

do and even the rain couldn’t 
dampen the jovial and friend-
ly atmosphere. It really is such 
a fun day full of laughs.’

In memory of their son 
Harris, Tanya and her part-
ner Alan set up the charity 
Star (Supporting Treatment 
and Awareness Raising) for 
Harris with the key aims of 
highlighting the need for 
earlier diagnosis of childhood 
cancer and in supporting 
the treatment of childhood 
cancer.

Tanya continued: ‘�anks 
to many businesses and local 
support, we were lucky to 
have a wide range of incred-
ible ra�e prizes, auction 
items, generous sponsorship 
and golf competition prizes 
and these hugely contribute 
to our �nal total.

‘�is event was started by 
Harris’s papa Jimmy, Neil 
Worsdall, Gerry Halas and 
a fabulous team of helpers 
when we were in hospital in 
Edinburgh with our sparkly 
Harris so for the event to 
still be going strong is really 
special to us.

‘Allan and I are just over-
whelmed by the continued 
support given to Harris’s leg-
acy and we honestly couldn’t 
do as much as we do without 
the local businesses and com-
munity support.

‘We are so grateful to 
everyone who donated money 
and prizes to the event, those 
who helped out on the day 
and with the planning of the 
event, and to the golfers who 
took part. Please have a look 
on our Facebook page to see 
the sponsors board if you 
weren’t at the golf. �e golf 
club did us proud as always, 
too.’

Star for Harris works closely 
with the Edinburgh and 
Glasgow Sick Kids Hospitals 
and Tanya said she receives 
wonderful feedback from 
the families that the charity 
supports.

‘Really, our community 
should be very proud as 
together we make a big 
and valuable di�erence for 
these families who are going 
through such a traumatic 
time,’ she added.

‘So thank you, thank you, 
thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts!’

�e results from the Texas 
scramble were as follows:

Winners: David Mac-
Donald, Mark Rydings and 
Tommy Disher, net 53.2 (61 
– 7.8) BIH. Runners-up: Chris 
Bamber, Padraig MacNeil 
and Scott MacNeil, net 53.2 
(60 – 6.8). �ird: Alexander 
Cameron, Sean Cameron and 
Paul MacKay, net 54 (63 – 9).

Ladies’ winners: Ann 
Lovatt, Helen Brian and 
Rosemary Macintyre, net 
68.2 (78 – 9.8).

Hidden holes team prize: 
Ian Robertson, Graeme 
Wordsall and Brian Stewart. 
Nearest pin at third hole: Scott 
MacNeil. Nearest pin at sixth 
hole: Willie Duncan. Nearest 
pin at twel�h hole: Rosemary 
Macintyre. Nearest pin at 
sixteenth hole: Paul MacKay.

Longest drive at fourth hole: 
Sean Cameron. Longest drive 
at eleventh hole: Padraig 
MacNeil.

The winning men’s and women’s teams being presented with their prizes by Tanya and 
Alan Ross, founders of Star for Harris.  All photos: Alba.photos.

There were plenty of volunteers on hand to conduct the 
auction and the ra�e. 
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Marathon success for Lochaber’s 
Prikulis in Fort William event

Runners warm up before taking their places at the start line. 

Hundreds of runners set 
o� from Nevis Range on 
Sunday morning for the 2018 
edition of the Fort William 
Marathon, as the ever-chang-
ing Lochaber weather kept 
runners on their toes.

Lochaber runner Denis 
Prikulis claimed victory on 

Denis Prikulis (351) and Ian Toal (486) lead from the start line at Nevis Range.
All photos; Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos 

Sharon Smith and Penny Rushton were in good spirits 
before the race. 

William Cairns in a colourful out�t, running in aid of 
Avalon Charity. 

It was a busy start line as 376 competitors set o�. 

the day, �nishing almost 18 
minutes faster than second- 
placed Lewis Priest from 
Glasgow, as 373 competitors 
jogged round the gruelling 
26-mile route.

Prikulis beat the course 
record by six seconds with a 
time of 2:43:49, while Jennifer 

Rooney from Erskine has be-
come the fastest female on the 
course with a time of 3:16:09 
– beating the previous record 
by more than two minutes.

�e marathon saw runners 
race from Nevis Range, 
to Spean Bridge, across to 
Gairloch, down to Banavie 
and then back to the �nish at 
Nevis Range.

Despite early fears, the 
weather managed to hold o� 
long enough for the �eld of 
runners to set o� in sunshine. 
But as the race wore on, 
dark clouds gathered over 
Lochaber and most of the �eld 
�nished the race in the rain.

With entrants coming from 
all over the UK, and some 
further a�eld, there was a 
jovial atmosphere at the start 
line as everyone, in costume 
or not, took part in a group 
warm-up.

Selected results. Men’s fastest 
�nishers: Senior 1 - Denis Prikulis, 
2:43:49. 2 - Lewis Priest, 3:01:10. 
3 - Dominic McIvor, 3:16:08.

Veteran 40 - 1 - Elliot Gowland, 
3:08:30. 2 - Keith Wall, 3:09:21. 
3 - William Stuart, 3:09:35.

Veteran 50 - 1 - Robert Maclean, 
3:31:39. 2 - Johannes Kuepper, 
3:42:03. 3 - Paul Young, 3:42:46.

Veteran 60 - 1 - Duncan 
Shuttleworth, 4:09:35. 2 - �omas 
Hooley, 4:09:29. 3 - Scott Mcivor, 
4:45:36.

Veteran 70 - 1 - Timothy Kirk, 
3:41:47. 2 - Frank Birch, 5:00:24.

Fastest locals (Lochaber) - 1 - 
Denis Prikulis, 2:43:49. 2 - Barry 
MacKinnon, 3:36:47.

Women’s fastest �nishers: Senior 
- 1 - Jennifer Rooney, 3:16:09. 
2 - Amy Hudson, 3:37:28. 3 - Marta 
Szachta, 3:38:02.

Veteran 40 - 1 - Janet Dickson, 
3:22:48 2 - Anna Szafranska, 
3:36:15. 3 - Clare Russell, 3:45:34.

Veteran 50 - 1 - Tracie Trueman, 
3:20:25. 2 - Kirsteen Haughan, 
3:41:27. 3 - Shona Young, 3:49:33.

Veteran 60 - 1 - Mary Davies, 
5:16:51. 2 - Sylvia Main, 5:48:00. 
3 - Barbara Shuttleworth, 5:51:59.

Fastest locals (Lochaber) - 1 - Helen 
Leggett, 3:58:26. 2 - Naomi Lawrie, 
4:24:02. 2 - Ann Parry, 4:54:46.
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Oban Saints  1
Kincardine 2

Pre-season friendly

Double-� gure defeat 
for Fort in � rst league 
match of the season
Fort William FC got their 
2018/19 Highland League 
campaign o�  to a torrid start 
a� er conceding 11 goals in 
their � rst match of the new 
season on Saturday.

Former Fort captain Iain 
MacLellan came back to 
haunt his old team-mates by 
scoring twice for his new club 
as Rothes in� icted a bruising 
defeat on the league’s bottom 
side last year.

Fort William FC had a num-
ber of new faces in the team 
that travelled to Mackessack 
Park and so, with the club 
very much in a transitioning 
period following the appoint-
ment of a new committee, 
Saturday’s � xture was always 
going to be a tough start to 

Rothes  11
Fort William 1

Highland League

the league campaign. � e 
home side opened the scoring 
a� er just 12 minutes and 
it was debutant MacLellan 
who scored with a stunning 
long-range strike to open his 
Rothes goal tally.

Fort stemmed the tide for 
the next 20 minutes before 
Jaime Wilson got his � rst 
of the a� ernoon in the 34th 
minute. Soon a� er, another 
former Fort William player, 
Scott Davidson, netted before 
Scott Graham made it 4-0 
before half-time.

Just two minutes a� er the 
restart, Wilson got his second 
of the match and Jamie Du�  
headed in to make it 6-0. 
Graham then scored two 
quick-� re goals to secure his 
hat-trick.

Liam Taylor pulled one back 
for the visitors which o� ered 
some consolation for the 
management team.

Taylor’s goal, however, was 
quickly followed by another 
Wilson double for Rothes, 
which took his tally for the 
a� ernoon to four and ensured 
a double � gure scoreline.

MacLellan rounded o�  the 
home side’s scoring, getting 
his second goal of the day.

� e victory means that 
Rothes sit top of the Highland 
League a� er the � rst round of 
matches, which is believed to 
be the � rst time for the club in 
60 years.

� e result leaves Fort 
William with a familiar 
feeling as the double-� gure 
defeat is their � � h in less than 
a calendar year and means 
they sit bottom of the table.

� e Fort were in action last 
night (a� er the Lochaber 
Times went to press) against 
Inverness Caledonian � istle 
XI in the North of Scotland 
Cup.

� e team are in Highland 
League action on Saturday as 
they welcome Buckie � istle 
to Claggan Park.

Liam Taylor netted a 
consolation goal for 
Fort William.

SLT hold summer 
coaching camps
South Lochaber Thistle move further into commu-
nity engagement, with manager Alan Gray and his 
coaching team running coaching sessions under 
Highlife Highland.

The sessions were held on Wednesday July 25 at 
Kinlochleven Astro and at Jubilee Park, Ballachulish, 
the following day.

Manager Alan Gray along with coaches Russell 
MacMorran and Max MacLean put the children 
through their paces. They were joined by SLT � rst team 
player Danny Mackintosh.

A special thanks go to Ballachulish Co-op who 
provided bottles of water, SLT who provided fresh fruit 
for the children and to Highlife Highland for organising 
the sessions.

Children at the Kinlochleven camp with SLT player 
Danny Mackintosh.

Alan Gray and his coaching team at Ballachulish.

The children take a break to enjoy their fresh fruit 
and water.

Missed chances prove costly for Saints

Oban Saints continued 
their build-up to the new 
season with a highly compet-
itive friendly match against 
Kincardine on Saturday.

A family holiday for 
co-manager Willie Gemmell 
le�  Donald Campbell in 
sole charge for the � rst time. 
However, he was well sup-
ported on the day by coaches 
Peter MacCallum and Jamie 
Graham and club secretary 
David Buchanan.

� e ga� er’s options were 
hampered by the absence 
due to injury of senior play-
ers Matthew Kelly, Myles 
McAuley and Craig MacEwan. 
However, this opened the door 
for youngsters Kenneth Black, 
Gavin Forgrieve and Cammy 
Hill, who all impressed 
in second-half substitute 
appearances.

Saints lined up with 
Graham Douglas in goal 
behind a back four of 
Ruaridh Horne, captain Dene 
Cassells, Paul Carmichael 
and Dougal Graham. In the 

holding mid� eld roles were 
Kerr Newbigging and Scott 
Maitland, with James Ford, 
Lewis Cameron and Fraser 
MacFarlane supporting cen-
tre forward Shaun MacIver. 

On a well-balanced bench 
of youth and experience were 
Donald Campbell, Daniel 
Croarkin, Jamie Graham, 
Steven MacLeod and Matty 
Rippon, with Kenneth Black, 
Gavin Forgrieve and Cammy 
Hill providing the youth.

Saints started strongly, 
knocking the ball about 
purposefully and won a free 
kick wide on the le�  through 
Fraser MacFarlane. Lewis 
Cameron’s delivery was 
headed out to the edge of the 
box from where James Ford’s 
powerful volley was de� ected 
behind for a corner kick.

Saints’ worrying trend for 
conceding from corner kicks 
continued when Kincardine 
centre-half Ally McCallum 
was given time and space 
in the six-yard box to get on 
the end of the delivery from 
Gareth � omas and place a 
textbook downward header 
wide of Graham Douglas to 
give the visitors the lead.

James Ford had an excellent 

opportunity to bring Saints 
level in the 25th minute but 
his delicate chip when clean 
through on the right was 
comfortably plucked out of 
the air by the Kincardine 
keeper.

Saints’ early promise 
diminished as the half wore 
on and, despite retaining the 
lion’s share of possession, the 
killer � nal pass to open up 
the experienced Kincardine 
defence was lacking.

With eight on the Saints 
bench, second-half changes 
were guaranteed starting 
with Matty Rippon replacing 
Ruaridh Horne at right back 
from the restart.

Saints kept knocking on 
the door and a well timed 
interception by Kincardine 
skipper Ally McCallum pre-
vented James Ford from pull-
ing the trigger a� er another 
sweeping move through the 
mid� eld in the 62nd minute. 

With 25 minutes remaining, 
Saints made their � nal four 
changes, withdrawing Paul 
Carmichael, Dene Cassells, 
Scott Maitland and Shaun 
MacIver and replacing them 
with Kenneth Black, Gavin 
Forgrieve, Jamie Graham 

and Steven MacLeod. 
Birthday boy Jamie Graham 
gi� -wrapped a killer second 
goal to the visitors with eight 
minutes remaining. From a 
position of no apparent dan-
ger, a mis-hit diagonal pass 
from deep inside the Saints 
half landed perfectly at the 
feet of the burly Kincardine 
striker who accepted the gi�  
gratefully and rolled the ball 
past the stranded Graham 
Douglas and into the empty 
net.

Saints � nally found a way 
past the inspired Kincardine 
keeper in the 85th minute. 
A driving diagonal run from 
le�  to right from Cammy Hill 
le�  defenders trailing in his 
wake and opened up space 
for Donald Campbell, who 
slammed an emphatic � nish 
high into the net to make the 
� nal score 2-1.

Despite the result, Saints 
dominated most of the game 
and the management can 
be reasonably satis� ed with 
another good workout.

Saints take on South 
Lochaber � istle in a pre-sea-
son friendly next Wednesday 
at Glencruitten. � e game 
kicks-o� at 7.15pm.
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday Auguat 2, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 02.55 1.4 08.36 3.4 
 14.56 1.3 21.04 3.6
Fri 03.29 1.5 09.13 3.3 
 15.34 1.4 21.44 3.4
Sat 04.15 1.6 09.58 3.2 
 16.24 1.6 22.35 3.3
Sun 05.17 1.6 10.55 3.0 
 17.31 1.7 23.47 3.1
Mon 06.32 1.6 12.17 3.0 
 18.52 1.7  **.** *.*
Tues 01.39 3.1 07.46 1.5 
 14.09 3.1 20.15 1.5
Wed 03.06 3.3 08.55 1.3 
 15.23 3.4 21.33 1.3             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain
Gentle breeze from
the south west
Temperatures 
14°C to 19ºC.
Friday 
Cloudy
Gentle breeze from
the west south west
Temperatures 
12°C to 19ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the west 
Temperatures 
12ºC to 19  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

8

19

18Records tumble as 
MacDonald wins
sixth shooting title
Moidart marksman John 
F MacDonald regained 
his national Olympic Trap 
title last week a� er shooting 
a record-breaking score at the 
Scottish championships.

A large entry of Scotland’s 
elite Olympic Trap shooters 
converged at Glenmoriston 
Shooting Ground for two 
days of competition in the 
Scottish National Olympic 
Trap Championships on 
Saturday July 28.

MacDonald shot 99 targets 
from 100, which not only 
meant he defended the title 
he won last year but set a new 
Scottish record for Olympic 
trap shooting.

Conditions on the whole 
were good, however there 
times when shooters had the 
misfortune of getting caught 
out in the odd downpour, 
causing their glasses to steam 
up.

A� er 100 targets on day one, 
it was tight at the top, with 
only � ve targets separating 
the top eight shooters on the 
leaderboard.

John Falconer was leading 
the � eld with an excellent 92, 
having shot a perfect 25 from 

MacDonald shot a record-breaking 99 targets from 100 at 
Glenmoriston Shooting Ground on Saturday.

25 on his � rst round.
Day two saw Lochaber 

favourite John F MacDonald 
shoot three consecutive 25 
from 25 straights, � nishing 
with a 24 from 25 having 
missed his � rst target out 
of the trap. � is incredible 
score of 99 from 100 launched 
MacDonald to top of the 
leaderboard and was enough 
for him to successfully defend 
the title he won last year.

Breaking 99 targets from 
100 sets a new Scottish record 
for Olympic trap shooting. 
Along with this, MacDonald 
has now won the Scottish title 
a record sixth time. He adds 
this title to the British Open 
Olympic Trap title.

His shooting career has 
taken him all over the globe, 
representing Great Britain at 
world and European  cham-
pionships and Scotland at 
Commonwelath Games.

John Falconer held o�  � erce 
competition to � nish runner-
up, with Drew Christie 
securing third spot. Other 
trophy winners were Ewan 
Ross (junior), Shona Marshall 
(ladies) and Jackie Morrison 
(veteran).

John F MacDonald won his sixth Scottish Olympic Trap title at the weekend.
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GOLF

INSIDE THIS WEEK:

Kilmallie pay the penalty as 
’More reach Camanachd Cup � nal

Isle of Skye Golf 
Club resultsCup exit for Kilmallie 

after penalty shoot-out

These Kilmallie supporters cannot bear to watch as their team takes penalties against Newtonmore in the semi-� nal of the Camanachd Cup held at 
An Aird last Saturday. The Lochaber side, who acquitted themselves well against the cup holders, eventually lost 2-1 in the dreaded penalty shoot-
out. Match report on the shinty pages. Photo: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos

Gents’ section: Saturday July 
14 and Sunday 15, Alpha 
and Sconser Trophies. Alpha 
Trophy (0-12): 1 - Murdo 
Gordon 70(8) net 62; 2 - Ian 
Douglas 72(8) 64; 3 - Neil 
Macfarlane 77(7) 70.

Sconser Trophy(13-28): 1 
- John Allan Macleod 73(14) 
net 59; 2 - Gillies Nicholson 
86(20) 66; 3 - Donald 
MacPhee 90(21) 69.

Wednesday July 18, 
Midweek Medal: 1 - John 
Allan Macleod 76(13) net 
63 bih; 2 - Donald MacPhee 
84(21) 63; 3 - Ian Marr 87(23) 
64 bih; 4 - Neil Macfarlane 
71(7) 64 bih; 5 - Robert 
Macaskill 79(15) 64.

Saturday July 21 and 
Sunday 22, Monthly Medal: 
1 - John Allan Macleod 
71(13) net 58; 2 - Donald 
MacPhee 83(21) 62 bih; 
3 - Ian Douglas 70(8) 62, 4) 
Andy Pendry 71(8) 63.

Wednesday July 25, Dewar 
Rosebowl: 1 - Alex Munro 
46pts; 2 - Kenny Macleod 
43pts; 3 - Donald Bethune 
42pts; 4 - Neil Macfarlane 
40pts.

Ladies’ section: Sunday 
July 15, strokeplay. 1 - 
Sandra Dew 102(33) net 69;  
2 - Jill Mackinnon 90(20) 70.  

Tuesday July 17, Stableford: 
1 - Sandra Dew 30pts; 
2 - Ann Jagger 29pts.

Tuesday July 24, Stable-
ford: 1 - Donalda Johnston 
31pts;  2 - Jill Mackinnon 
23pts.


