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TIMESLINE
Wet, wet, wet and 
yet more to come

Two weeks before 
puffi  ns ‘wing it’

A mark of interest 
from iconic brand 

Islanders go with 
the Flo‘ for video

PUFFINS will only be land-
bound for two more weeks 
‘at the very most’, says the 
skipper of Staff a Boat, Davy 
Kilpatrick, from Iona.

The departure of the birds 
signals the end of the annual 
breeding season on Staff a.  

For islanders, this heralds 
the start of autumn and the 
grey seal breeding season.

ROCK stars Florence and the 
Machine released their latest 
music video this week with 
well-kent faces from the island 
of Easdale making an appear-
ance.

Florence visited the island 
with her entourage earlier in 
the year to fi lm ‘Queen of the 
Peace/ Long and Lost’. 

Slam door on the scammers 
SCAMS are on the rise and cost-
ing people in Argyll thousands 
of pounds every single day, say 
police officers in Oban.

Police constables, Danny 
MacBeth and Paul MacMillan, 
head up the Community Investi-
gation Unit (CIU).

And in the past week alone they 
have assisted people from Oban 
and surrounding areas who have 
lost large sums of cash to fraud-
sters.

The scams are numerous, but 
in a bid to stamp out organised 
crime, the pro-active police 
officers have revealed important 
information on the way people 
from all walks of life are being 
cheated out of their hard-earned 
cash.

PC MacBeth said: ‘Scams have 
come along way since I started in 
the police service 20 years ago. 

‘At one time we were investigat-
ing people charging tourists £1 to 
get into McCaig’s Tower. 

‘But these days we are dealing 
with huge sums on a daily basis.’

While the officers can not 
reveal names, they can confirm 
they are investigating a number 

of scams at the moment. ‘People 
should know that if it looks too 
good to be true, then it is too 
good to be true,’ explained PC 
MacBeth.

In the past few weeks a number 
of particularly devious yet plausi-
ble scams have come to light. 

In Oban, a woman who be-
friended a ‘vulnerable man’ over 
many months, asked him to cash 
four cheques to another UK 
account.

Four American Express 
cheques arrived each for £2,500. 
The man transferred the money 
only to find out a few days later 
that his bank account had been 
suspended.

A male charity volunteer was 
caught out when a man took 
money from his bank account 
after gaining access to his com-
puter. The scammer said he was 
sorting out problems with the 
machine.

Free selling websites can also 
be a source of problems. 

One man in Oban paid £5,000 
for a new trailer for his pick-up 
truck only to discover that he had 
been the victim of fraud when the 
trailer and the seller couldn’t be 
traced after he had deposited the 
money in the man’s account.

‘Countless’ people in the last 
few weeks have paid for work 
from people who turn up on their 
doorsteps.

These ‘workmen’ turned out 
to be scamming the old and 
vulnerable out of cash for work 

JULY has been one of the 
wettest on record as most 
Westcoasters can testify.

And there is mounting spec-
ulation that this could be the 
wettest July in Scotland since 
records began with just one day 
left in the month.

Perth has hit 225 per cent of its 
rainfall so far, while Aberdeen, 
Dundee and Inverness are way 
above where their average rain-
fall fi gures for the time of year.

The Scottish record rainfall 
came in 1940, with 186mm of 
precipitation. 

RUMOURS that Marks and 
Spencer are eyeing up Oban 
were not denied by the iconic 
British chain store.

The company recently 
confi rmed it is moving into a 
vacant unit in Fort William.

I’ll be there for you: ‘Boom Town’ friends are reunited

HANG UP:  never give out bank information over the phone, no matter how pushy the caller is

SHRIEKS and cuddles fi lled the 
air at the Glen Hotel in Oban 
on Saturday night as childhood 
friends were reunited, for some 
after a gap of more than 50 
years.

The Dunstaff nage and Dun-
beg reunion was organised by 
Shirley Inglis of Dunbeg and 
Vary Ferguson of Dunstaff nage.

Shirley undertook the chal-
lenge because of her interest in 
the history of the village, while 
Vary, who is a child of ‘Boom 
Town’, helped get everyone 
together for one special night.

And the Oban Times was invit-
ed along to see fi rst-hand the 
reunion of some very special 
childhood friends.

Full story on Page 5

POLICE WARN THAT ARGYLL PEOPLE ARE BEING CONNED OUT OF THOUSANDS OF POUNDS EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

that was described as ‘very poor’ 
by trading standards. 

PC MacBeth continued: ‘If 
it was me, I would trust the 
classified section in the Oban 
Times more than I would trust a 
random website. 

‘There are people out there who 
want to take your money off you. 
It is organised crime - people are 
setting out to defraud you.’

PC MacMillan, who is de-
scribed as an ‘online expert’, said 
he is always amazed at the many 

different ways the scammers use 
to take defraud people.

He added: ‘Sell and buy things 
in person and not online. It is by 
far the safer way to do things. 

‘People need to be aware of 
the dangers. While many scams 
happen over the phone or the 
internet, things can happen in 
person as well.’

Discussing who is committing 
the crimes, PC MacMillan said: 
‘In cases we deal with, the major-
ity are from Asia or West Africa 
for internet fraud, but it can be 
anyone at any time. 

‘Don’t get drawn into anything - 
take your time making decisions 
about parting with your bank 
information.

‘Doorstep salesman should be 
refused unless you have good ref-
erences about their work. People 
can be very pushy and aggressive 
on the doorstep. 

‘Just say no, close the door and 
call the police or trading stand-
ards if you need assistance.’

He added: ‘Never give your 
bank information out to anyone.

‘If your bank phones you, 
phone them back on the number 
you have rather than the one the 
caller gives you - or go into your 
local branch.’ 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

FERRY workers called off  industrial action 
on CalMac routes after reaching a settle-
ment last week. 

An agreement was reached on Wednes-
day, July 22, after talks involving the ferry 
operator, the Scottish government and 
ferry union representatives.

The dispute was prompted by concerns 
about putting CalMac services in the 
Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services (CFHS) 
contract out to tender. 

The unions said the agreement had 
averted potential industrial action, 
following assurances on employment, 
redundancies and pensions. 

Workers previously went on strike on 
June 26 over the issue.

CalMac and rival operator, Serco, will go 
head-to-head for the £1billion contract, 
with a decision to be made in May 2016.

SAFETY in Oban Bay will be improved with 
the launch of a website today, Thursday, a 
group set up to manage the harbour has 
claimed.

Coinciding with the beginning of West 
Highland Yachting Week, the website has 
been developed in partnership with the 
users of the harbour.

The website, www.obanharbour.scot, is 
aimed at regular leisure and commercial 
traffi  c as well as those who may be visiting 
for the fi rst time. 

It is hoped that it will be an ‘indispensa-
ble resource for harbour users’.

The new website is targeting improved 
marine safety in Oban Harbour, in a part-
nership between Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Limited, Argyll and Bute council, 
Northern Lighthouse Board and CalMac 
Ferries.

PEOPLE in Oban are being given 
the opportunity to take part in a 
public discussion with Scotland’s First 
Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, and her 
cabinet on Monday, August 24. 

A public question-and-answer ses-
sion will place at the Atlantis Leisure 
in the evening to give local people the 
opportunity to put across their views 
on issues important to them.

Cabinet ministers will also undertake 
engagements at local businesses and 
organisations throughout the day. 

The First Minister said: ‘We have 
challenged ourselves to be the most 
open and accessible government that 
Scotland has ever seen. 

‘I am looking forward to meeting 
local people and learning about the 
issues that are important to them.’

Ferry strike off Nicola to visit Bay safety site 
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MULLlines

A SUPERB start to the Ross of 
Mull and Iona Gala fortnight 
heard the finest pipe and drum 
band on the island - as well as a 
wonderful display of colourful 
floats.

The event was the beginning 
of some very special events 
planned for the area including 
a scarecrow trail, barbecue, 
football challenges, live music, a 
hill race and a gala dance.

The event is being organised 
by South West Mull and Iona 
Development with Morven 
Gibson at the helm of the 
organising group for which she 
has received much praise. 

The event has enjoyed the 
widespread support of the 
residents and the island business 
community. 

For more details of events still 
taking place,  turn to the group’s 
Facebook page ‘Ross of Mull 
and Iona Gala’. 

SUNSHINE BAND: 
pipers march in glorious 

sunshine at the start of 
the gala fortnight

KNOCK-DOWN PRICE: the pulling power of the discounters

THE Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF) has demanded 
a response from a Scottish 
government minister about Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs).  

In a letter, the SFF has accused 
Richard Lochhead, the Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Affairs, Food 
and Environment, of ditching a 
transparent, agreed process in 
favour of an  ‘irrational’ approach 
to marine protection.

The SFF claimed the minister’s 
new tactic is ‘deeply damaging’ to 
fragile communities.  

Chief executive of the SFF, Bertie 
Armstrong, said: ‘We have no idea 
why the minister has seen fit to 
abandon his own transparent and 
documented process.  He describes 
the proposed measures as ambi-
tious, which is a very curious word 
to use in relation to the potential 
destruction of several local fishing 
communities.  

‘The tragedy is that there is no 
need to do this at all – the protec-
tion of features and biodiversity 
can be met by sticking to measures 
already explored and agreed.

‘There has been a storm of 
protest from the affected parts of 
the inshore industry and we are de-
manding time and the co-operation 
of the Scottish government to do 
the currently missing analysis on 
protecting sustainable livelihoods.  
All the components of a bright and 
successful inshore industry are 
available and, if handled rationally, 
a suite of measures to properly 
protect the environment.’

A WOMAN who sold everything 
she owned to embark upon a mis-
sion to find ‘Mr Right’ has arrived 
in the West Highlands in her quest 
for the ideal partner.

Merseysider, Nicci Taylor, 49,  
arrived in Oban last week and is 
heading towards Fort William this 
week in the £4,000 campervan she 
bought as she travels Scotland in 
search of ‘true love’.

Nicci, who was recently made 
redundant from her job, decided 
to leave her home in The Wirral, 
near Liverpool, and undertake her 
amorous adventure.

With her trusty companion, Milo, 
her red fox labrador by her side, 
she has travelled through Ayr and 
Glasgow, across to the east coast, 
and is now seeing what the West 
Highlands has to offer.

Nicci said: ‘I was fed up with wait-
ing for the right man and I’ve tried 
all the dating websites, so this is my 
last resort.

‘I’ve been to the West Highlands 
before and knew it was a really 
beautiful part of the country. 

‘I hear the Oban Times has almost 
50,000 readers, so hopefully one of 

TIMESLINE

A SCOTTISH author and poet 
has released a book of haiku 
inspired by an inner Hebridean 
island. 

Kenneth Steven’s collection, 
‘A Wee Book of Iona Poems’, 
describes a ‘jewel-like island 
and turquoise sea’.

Although born in Glasgow, 
and brought up in Perthshire, 
Kenneth regards Iona as his 
spiritual home, with his fi rst 
poetry collection, titled ‘Iona’, 
selling more than 10,000 cop-
ies.

For more information, visit: 
www.ionabooks.com.

A jewel-like island 
inspired wee book

A smoother route 
for A82 motorists

Katie dances her 
way to top place

Pupils can to turn 
to exam helpline 

the 25,000 men will be ‘the one’ and 
if he’s reading this, he will find me 
and sweep me off my feet.’

Since taking to the road, Nicci 
has been on three dates, and has 
visited Gretna, Crianlarich and St 
Andrews before reaching the West 

Highlands. However, her quest to  
find a Highland heartthrob still 
goes on. 

Nicci is also using her road trip to 
raise awareness of prostate cancer,  
as her father died of the disease ten 
years ago.

She is handing out badges across 
the country and is encouraging men 
to get regular health check-ups.

If anyone thinks they could be 
Nicci’s Scottish sweetheart, she 
has asked them to contact her at 
‘miloandme6.blogspot.co.uk’.

ARGYLL people are being 
asked to record their favourite 
seaside sounds as part of an au-
ral map being compiled by the 
National Trust and the British 
Library this summer.

The ‘Sounds of our Shores’ 
project is the first ever UK 
coastal sound map, hosted on 
the British Library website. The 
sounds might include the gentle 
sough of waves on the white 
coral strand of Iona.

All of the recordings will be 
added to the British Library 
Sound Archive – capturing for 
all time sound scapes from the 
beautiful and diverse UK coast-
line that future generations will 
be able to hear.  

Musician, producer and 
founder member of Human 
League and Heaven 17, Martyn 
Ware, plans to feature excerpts 
from the aural map, which 
could include sounds from the 
around the west coast, to create 
a new piece of music for release 
in February 2016.

The National Trust for Scot-
land cares for over 1000 miles 
of Scottish coastline and 400 
islands, including Iona, Staffa 
and Burg on Mull. 

Dr Richard Luxmoore, senior 
nature adviser from the Nation-
al Trust for Scotland said: ‘The 
sounds of the coast clamour 
for our attention and leave an 
indelible impression on our 
hearts.’  

Sounds recorded, whether on 
a smart phone, tablet or hand-
held recorder, can be uploaded 
to the map or app (they are 

both free and relatively easy 
to use). The sounds will then 
appear on the map, which will 
be hosted on the British Library 
website. All of the recordings 
should be a maximum of five 
minutes in length and images 
and words about the particular 
sound can be added. 

People will then be able to 
share their sounds on the map 
with friends and family. The 
closing date for uploading 
sounds is September 21, 2015.

At the end of the project, all 
of the sounds included on the 

map will then be added to the 
British Library’s sound archive 
for future generations to hear.

The 20-minute soundscape 
will transport listeners to the 
sensory richness of the coast, 
capturing the working coastline 
and the coast where we go to 
play. 

 To get involved in the project 
visit http://www.nts.org.uk/Site/
Sounds-of-our-Shores/Sounds-
of-our-Shores/. Participants 
will also be able to share their 
sounds on social media using 
the hashtag #shoresounds.

DRIVERS using the A82 just 
north of Crianlarich are to 
benefi t from an improved 
road surface when £60,000 
worth of resurfacing works is 
carried out in August.

Improvements to the 
800-metre long section of 
the A82 at Inverhervie will 
begin on Wednesday, August 
5  and are expected to take 
up to three days to complete. 

The work will be carried out 
between  7am and 7pm  each 
day.

AN EXAM results helpline 
will open on August 4, as 
around 147,000 pupils in 
Scotland are waiting to fi nd 
out how they got on in their 
Highers and the new Nation-
al Qualifi cation  exams.

Skills Development Scot-
land (SDS) is operating the 
free service which will pro-
vide advice, information and 
support for young people 
and their parents.

The helpline will be open 
from 8am until 8pm on Au-
gust 4 and 5 and from 9am 
until 5pm daily until August 
12. The number is 0808 100 
8000.

LOOKING 
FOR LOVE: 
Nicci and 
Milo in their 
motorhome 
in Oban last 
week  

DAVID McPHEE
editor@obantimes.co.uk

CLEARING THE WAY: Oban’s landmark Co-op store on Soroba Road, a supermarket which once sold everything from electrical goods and clothes to food, is reduced 
to a pile of rubble as demolition contractors clear the site for the new Lidl store, which is scheduled to open in November this year. The fast-growing German discount 
chain acquired the site at the beginning of the year as part of its expansion plans for the town. The existing Lidl store in Lochavullin retail park will continue to trade 

until the new store opens 15_t31coopdemolition01

REGIONAL airport operator, 
HIAL, has enjoyed a surge of 
19,000 extra passengers between 
April and June. 

Figures show the group, which 
operates 11 airports across 
Scotland, attracted 385,491 
passengers during the period, an 
increase of 5.3 per cent. 

The number of passengers 
increased in Campbeltown and 
Islay, with Inverness airport 
recording an encouraging 12 per 
cent rise. However, passenger 
numbers dipped at Barra and 
Tiree.

A spokesman for HIAL said: 
‘The last quarter was something 
of a mixed bag for Barra and 
the Argyll airports, with Barra 
and Tiree reporting a drop in 
demand. 

‘At Tiree, this was partly 
because charter services which 
operated in the second quarter 
of 2014 were not repeated 
this year. However, there was 
better news at Campbeltown, 
where numbers were boosted by 
additional golf charters, and at 
Islay which saw an increase in 
the number of scheduled flights.

‘The arrival of new twin otter 
aircraft serving Barra, Camp-
beltown and Tiree is good news 
for those airports, and for the 
communities they serve, because 
they will help increase capacity 
on these lifeline routes which, in 
turn, will help support inbound 
tourism.’

Inglis Lyon, managing director 
of HIAL, said: ‘During the 
summer months, our airports 
welcome tens of thousands of 
visitors from across the UK, Eu-
rope and beyond, many of them 
arriving for summer festivals, 
others to play golf and enjoy 
our natural attractions. Many of 
our airports are recording more 
passengers than ever.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

KATIE MacPherson (pictured 
above) from Oban won fi rst 
place at Inveraray Highland 
Games last Tuesday in the 
confi ned to Argyll and Bute, 13 
years to under 16 years section.  
  Katie has qualifi ed to dance 
for Argyll and Bute at the High-
lands and Islands Music and 
Dance Festival 2016 in Oban.

Turn to page 27 for more cov-
erage of the Inveraray Highland 
Games.  
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TIMESLINE
Slowcoach drivers 
fall foul of the law 

Man held in cells 
for having a knife

Power tools taken 
in village hut raid

Missing walker is 
named by police

Close encounters of the feathered kind

No fast response unit for islands
FEED THE BIRDS: seagulls have not enjoyed the best of press recently with grisly accounts of the winged scavengers devouring smaller 

birds and pecking a tiny Yorkshire terrier to death in Cornwall. However, tourist Paul Johnson from Brighton, appears to be undaunted by 
the bad publicity as he feeds the gulls in Oban this week 15_t31seagull01

Superfast picks up 
the speed at last  

POTENTIAL BT customers 
in Oban and Lorn are likely 
to be waiting some time yet for 
superfast broadband services.

The roll-out of the pro-
gramme was due to be finished 
last year, but delays have meant 
that the service has just started 
in Oban.

A BT insider told the Oban 
Times that the problem lay 
in the fact that contractors 
received payment from the 
Scottish government whenever 
they installed a network cab-
inet, which meant there was 
no urgency to run cables to 
connect residential users to the 
broadband network.

He said: ‘The topography of 
the area made it almost impos-
sible in places to easily lay the 
cable.’

However, a spokesman for BT 
said the programme was back 
on track: ‘The programme is 
making good progress in Ar-
gyll and Bute with more than 
6,000 homes and businesses 
now able to access next gener-
ation broadband. 

‘In Oban, BT engineers have 
delivered, through the Digital 
Scotland Superfast Broadband 
programme with Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, access 
for more than 1,100 homes and 
businesses. Further coverage 
in Oban is planned for later in 
the year through BT’s commer-
cial deployment. 

‘In Taynuilt, we have faced 
some challenges with getting 
the fibre to the village, and in 
Connel there have been dis-
cussions with the community 
about putting the cabinet in the 
best location. 

‘When we start building in 
specific areas, these kinds 
of technical problems can 
emerge, and it means it can 
take a bit longer to deliver the 
new networks.  

‘We’re doing our best to 
sort out any difficulties and 
we anticipate services should 
come through during the next 
six months.’

Customers can visit www.hie.
co.uk/whereandwhen to keep 
up to date on the roll-out.

 

THE VIEWS of islanders have 
been ignored after their demands 
for an emergency response unit 
have been turned down.

Islanders from Mull, Iona 
and Ulva will still have just one 
ambulance serving the huge 
geographical area.

Instead they are to be proactive 
in attending to patients them-
selves under community first 
responder schemes.

And the local MSP has slammed 
the Scottish Ambulance Service 
for not listening to the views of 
local people.

At present, some patients are 
choosing to get themselves to 
hospital rather than put further 
strain on the ambulance service 
that is creaking at the seams.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

One former ambulance worker 
said the service was at ‘breaking 
point.’ 

He continued: ‘The ambulance 
could be called to Tobermory - 
an hour’s drive on a single track 
road - then another call comes in 
for Iona or Ulva.

‘I am not saying that people 
have died because of the service, 
but the population is ageing and 
there are more and more people 
needing help.’

A holidaymaker on Mull, 
who had twisted his leg out of 
shape, decided to travel to Oban 
himself rather than wait on an 

ambulance. John McAdam was 
then rushed to hospital in Paisley 
for emergency treatment. 

John, who lives in Glasgow, 
said: ‘Everyone told me how 
stretched the emergency services 
on the island are. 

‘I got my friend to drive me to 
hospital in Oban. I was in agony, 
but I felt I might get there quick-
er by not phoning an ambulance.’

However, a recent consultation 
on the future of ambulance 
services serving the three islands 
has now ended - and there will 
be no increase to the one vehicle 
presently in service,

The consultation outlined eight 
alternative options for  providing 
the service to the islands.

And a total of 79 per cent of 
respondents wanted the option 
of the current resource plus a 
fast Paramedic Response Unit 

POLICE in Argyll have warned 
drivers to keep up with the 
fl ow of traffi  c after a number of 
drivers have been cautioned for 
driving too slowly.

Sergeant Alan Moore from 
Oban police station said: 
‘People driving too slowly can 
be almost as frustrating as cars 
travelling too quickly.

‘People need to be guided by 
the speed limits on roads and 
not to drive either over the limit 
or excessively under it.

‘There are a number of cases 
where people can be fi ned for 
driving too slowly because of 
the problems this can cause for 
other drivers. It certainly can 
lead to frustration on the road.’

Anyone with concerns about 
driver behaviour should con-
tact police on 101 and ask for 
the area offi  ce.

A BOTHY in Appin was raided 
by thieves who stole chain-
saws, electric drills and other 
machinery between July 
7- 26.

Police are asking for anyone 
with information about the 
crime to contact police con-
stable Andy Hogg on 101. 

A MAN with a knife was arrest-
ed last Thursday morning after 
being found in possession of 
the weapon at a bus stop in 
Taynuilt.

The 25-year-old was taken 
into custody and was due to 
appear in court.

POLICE have named the man 
who died while walking on 
Cruachan last week.

The body of 69-year-old 
David Alan Jones from Loch 
Awe was discovered by police 
searching the area for the 
missing man. 

(PRU) shadowing the same 
hours. 

While the final details have 
not been confirmed, a Scottish 
Ambulance Service spokesman 
told the Oban Times:  ‘As part 
of the the Mull and Iona health 
care review group, we are work-
ing to develop an appropriate 
sustainable model of integrated 
health and care.  

‘We are starting four new Com-
munity First Responder schemes 
in the coming months and have 
arranged for community infor-
mation events to be held from 
August 5-7, which will be attend-
ed by current first responders 
who can share their knowledge 
and experience. 

‘Plans are being developed 
to ensure that there is always a 
paramedic on the ambulance, 
and further enhancements have 

also been made to the helicopter 
landing site to improve air ambu-
lance access.’ 

But MSP, Mike Russell, said: 
‘I am very disappointed with 
the complete inability of the 
Scottish Ambulance Service at 
the highest  level to listen to the 
local community. This is despite 
two meetings in Oban over the 
last year at which successive Cab-
inet Secretaries for Health have 
made it clear that they agree with 
the unanimous view that major 
improvements are needed. 

‘I shall be raising this whole 
issue with Ministers again as I 
support the community in their 
fight to get the service they need 
and I intend to help them get it’ 
he added.

Islanders are also still keen to 
negotiate a car service for a par-
amedic attending emergencies. 

SOLO SERVICE:
Just one ambulance 
will continue to 
serve islanders on 
Mull, Iona and Ulva

Last chance to pen 
a defi nitive song 

Mid Argyll hotel to 
be one of the best 

Smelling roses for 
islands cosmetics 

BUDDING composers only 
have a few hours left to get 
an entry into the competition 
for a song to defi ne this year’s 
Royal National Mòd, which will 
be held in Oban. 

This can be a tune or a song 
and should capture the spirit 
of the Mòd. The piece should 
be submitted as a recording. 

A manuscript version would 
be helpful, but is not neces-
sary. All manuscripts should 
be handed in without the 
composer’s name to preserve 
anonymity. 

The competition is open to 
people of all ages living in 
Argyll. All entries should be 
handed into Furan, the Gaelic 
centre at the Corran Halls in 
Oban. The closing date for 
entries is tomorrow, Friday 
July 31.

As a prize, the winning piece 
will be arranged and recorded 
by Finlay Wells at Nutshell 
Music, and will be featured in 
the Oban Times. There will 
also be a cash prize.

SERCO has appointed 
Arran Aromatics to create 
a collection of toiletries for 
the new Caledonian Sleeper 
train service.

Holyrood’s transport 
minister, Derek Mackay, an-
nounced the business tie-up: 
‘The contract between the 
Caledonian Sleeper service 
and Arran Aromatics is great 
news for Scotland. 

 ‘The Caledonian Sleeper 
brand is established on the 
global stage as a world-class 
train journey and we are 
confi dent the transfor-
mation of the service will 
prove valuable in delivering 
increased travel between 
Scotland and London.’

A BUYER is all set to take over 
the Argyll Hotel in Inveraray on 
Saturday morning.

While the potential purchaser 
wants to keep his identity a 
secret so as not to ‘tempt fate’, 
the Oban Times can confi rm 
he is local, has business 
experience and says he is 
ready to turn the hotel into 
one of the best in Scotland.

TABLES and chairs for public 
use were part of the plans for 
the ‘open space’ of the recently 
redesigned Stafford Street, an 
Oban councillor has claimed.

Iain S Maclean, the SNP 
councillor for Oban North and 
Lorn, said he had information 
that proved the provision of 
tables and chairs was part 
of the original plan for all of 
the pedestrian zone near the 
seafront at Oban.

Councillor MacLean said: 
‘I have spent time with all of 
the Stafford Street traders at 
least twice each, and more with 
those who wanted me to report 
back.

‘Some said they were told by 
one councillor that there was 
no longer funding available for 
tables and chairs and some by 
another councillor that provid-
ing street furniture would be 
unfair to other George Street 
traders.

‘It seems to me to be a fatal 
flaw in Argyll and Bute coun-
cil’s statement that it is to cre-
ate a ‘cafe culture’ atmosphere 
in Stafford Street.

‘Fixed street furniture 
would by definition obviate 
the perceived problem with 
the youth ‘miss-using’ the 
terraces.’

Owners of the shops on 
Stafford Street agreed with 
councillor Maclean.

A member of staff in Room 
9 said: ‘It’s very bare. It needs 
something. I know it’s for danc-
ing, but it could do with some 
benches at least. 

‘It’s a bare space. It could do 
with a bin also. I know there’s 
one at the other end, but we 
often have to pick up rubbish.’

Irene MacKinnon, of Kronks, 
said: ‘After seeing it finished, it 
looks beautiful, but there’s a 
design flaw. 

‘Perhaps the seating should 
have been up the top in the 
bare area, but the problem with 
that is the coloured glass, you 
can’t see through it. 

‘Having said that, I haven’t 
sat down up there, so you might 
be able to see over it.

‘It’s lovely seeing people 
sitting outside, but after the 
council said they were, then 
weren’t providing seating, 
myself and Pokey Hat decided 
not to put seating out this year 

as we were massively affected 
during the construction pro-
cess, but we might next year 
when we’re better off.’

However, a spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute council 
defended the design, saying: 
‘This project was about creat-
ing a great new public space 
for businesses, residents and 
visitors to use and enjoy.  

‘There is some 90 metres 
of public seating within the 
design, which is already being 
very well used. 

‘There is a tremendous op-
portunity for local businesses 
to use the flexible space the 
council has created to enhance 
the offering for their custom-
ers. 

‘We would encourage them 
to take advantage of this space 
by making outdoor dining a 
possibility, as it is in other Eu-
ropean cities. We are confident 
that local businesses will see 
the opportunities available and 
will approach the council to 
discuss the best way to provide 
an open air dining experience.’

The spokesman concluded by 
saying the seating provided by 
cafes was for their customers 
only.  

Bare essentials make for 
a chairless environment 

NEW DESIGN NOT UP TO CAFE CULTURE BENCHMARK

OPEN QUESTION: the open area at Staff ord Street in Oban

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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ARGYLL and Bute council has only six teacher 
vacancies, one of the lowest in Scotland. 

Figures released following a freedom of informa-
tion (FOI) request by the Liberal Democrats asked 
Scotland’s 32 local authorities for the number of 
teacher vacancies, with 27 councils responding in 
time.

In total, there were 469 teaching vacancies, which 
include primary teachers, secondary teachers and 
primary and secondary classroom assistants, with 
the figures correct as of June 22.

Argyll and Bute reported needing to fill posts for 
one primary teacher, four primary teaching assis-
tants, no secondary teachers and one secondary 
teaching assistant, putting the authority amongst 
the lowest eight councils with outstanding positions. 

Elsewhere in the West Highlands and Islands, 
Highland council requires 25 primary teachers, 22 
secondary teachers, two primary teaching assistants 
and one secondary teaching assistant. 

Western Isles council has nine primary teacher 
and 11 secondary teacher vacancies, but no teaching 
assistants needed. 

Dundee city council reported the highest figures, 
with 45 primary, 57 secondary teachers and two 
teaching assistant positions to fill. 

Four local authorities reported no unfilled vacan-
cies at all. 

RETURN flights to Camp-
beltown, Tiree and Barra from 
Glasgow are set to increase after 
the award of a new contract to 
operator, Loganair. 

The airline, a franchise of 
Flybe, will operate the Scottish 
government’s Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) flights from 
October.

The new contract features an 
enhanced service which will run 
on all three routes for the next 
four years.

Return trips to Tiree and 

Barra from Glasgow will 
increase from one to two a day, 
between Monday and Saturday. 

In addition, Sunday services to 
Tiree and Barra will operate all 
year round.

Loganair will operate the 
routes with the new Twin Otter 
DHC6-400 aircraft, which 
entered service last month.

The Scottish government’s 
transport minister, Derek 
Mackay, said: ‘I understand just 
how important these air links 
are to the local economies of 
Campbeltown, Tiree and Barra. 

‘This new enhanced contract 
will deliver an improved service 

for the communities that rely on 
these flights. 

‘We have listened to local 
representatives and have built 
improved specifications into 
this contract to make sure the 
flights are supporting people, 
businesses and tourism. 

‘Additional services started 
on the Tiree route earlier this 
month and have already proved 
very popular.

‘These air links transport 
people, goods and services, 
playing a crucial role for service 
industries and ensuring that 
residents have access to special-
ist healthcare. 

‘They also enable visitors to 
reach the islands easily, boosting 
local tourism.’

Stewart Adams, chief executive 
of Loganair, added: ‘We are 
extremely pleased to be awarded 
this contract by the Scottish 
government and are proud to be 
delivering Transport Scotland’s 
commitment to securing these 
lifeline services for a further 
four years.’

The routes are officially 
designated as a public service 
obligation and would not be 
commercially viable without 
financial support from the 
Scottish government.

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN has been selected as one of five towns to be 
involved in a collaboration this year with rail oper-
ator, Abellio, for the Scotland’s Towns Partnership 
(STP).

Abellio is embarking on the collaboration in a bid 
to improve connectivity, prosperity, and the sense of 
community in selected towns. 

This year, Oban has been chosen, along with 
Galashiels, Falkirk, Wigtown and Castle Douglas. 

STP exists to represent and promote the diversity 
of towns the length and breadth of the nation and to 
help facilitate their success. 

The Partnership  will meet Argyll and Bute coun-
cil officials this week to see what support they can 
offer.

STP is organising a series of national towns road-
shows in late summer, with Argyll and Bute to be 
represented. 

It will be hosting the Holyrood garden lobby re-
ception for small towns in parliament on September 
2, and has invited Oban to be showcased on the 
national stage. 

AN ARDCHATTAN woman will rise to the 
challenge when she attempts to raise money for the 
persecuted Yazidi refugees in Iraq and Syria.

Fiona Bennett, 38, a former psychiatric nurse, aims 
to climb a via ferrata, a mountain route equipped 
with fixed points, in Kinlochleven. 

The climb is scheduled to take place on August 7 
at 6pm.

She has set herself a target of £3,000 and has 
raised £2,800 so far. All funds will go to ease the 
desperate plight of the Yazidis. 

Anyone who would like to help or find out more, 
should visit www.gofundme.com and search ‘Yazidi 
Appeal’.

THE National Trust for Scotland has just appointed 
an Edinburgh PR agency to handle the publicity for 
three Argyllshire visitor attractions.

Pagoda Porter Novelli has won a two-year contract 
for the Scottish trust’s countryside portfolio, which 
includes Arduaine garden at Nether Lorn, Staffa 
national nature reserve and Crarae garden in 
Inveraray. 

GRUMPY barrier operators at a 
railway pier car park in Oban are 
causing real problems for a busi-
ness approaching its centenary.

Drivers had free access to the 
railway pier until 2013 when a 
barrier was placed ‘overnight 
without any consultation’ with 
the businesses on the pier or the 
users of the car park.

Business owners believe a right 
of way was established many 
years ago, but their pleas have 
not changed the mind of Scotrail 
who said it is in the interests of 
their customers to limit the vol-
ume of traffic around the station.

Alan Watt of Watt Fishmongers 
said: ‘Our business is 97-years-
old next year and this barrier 
is really damaging both the 
reputation of our business and 
our sales. Some of our customers 
have simply not come back. 

‘The agreement with ScotRail 
was that access would be allowed 
into the car park in order to pick 
up fish orders.

‘Some days cars are now being 
backed up while the railway 
operator is sitting on the other 
side of his desk and not doing an-
ything - other than not answering 
the buzzer for the barrier to be 
lifted.’

Lillian Hutchison, from Oban 
Fish and Chip Shop at 114 

George Street, said: ‘Last week, 
I was told that I would not get ac-
cess to the car park to pick up my 
fish order from Watts because 
the car park was full.

‘But the man operating the bar-
rier only told me that after I had 
pressed the buzzer five times. 

‘It seems as though when they 
are in a bad mood, they simply 
won’t open the barrier. 

‘The problem is there is no 
system or policy in place so staff 
on the premises can do whatever 
they like.

‘I think the barrier should be 
moved to the end of the car park 
where the bulk of the spaces 
are. At the moment, the lack of 
access is causing a real problem 
with traffic backed up out onto 
the taxi rank.’

Andy Thoms of the Majestic 
shipping line said: ‘This car park 
and the barrier on the pier are 
causing us to rethink what we are 
doing.

‘It would be much simpler to 
get our fish and other provisions 
from Dunoon, where we are 
based.

‘But because we want to 
support local business we have 
persevered, but we need to get 
the matter sorted out or we will 
need to think again.

‘This doesn’t only affect our 
business with Watt’s but we also 
use Barbers (fuel provision) and 
I am sure they have similar prob-
lems with people gaining access 
to his business.

‘I have written to ScotRail - but 
it hasn’t changed things. It will be 
a real shame if people in Oban 
lose business because of this 
railway barrier.

‘There should be a procedure 
in place, then everyone should 
know what it is and we could all 
get on with our work.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

HIGH HOPES: government minister Derek Mackay arrives on Barra in one of the Twin Otter aircrafts

BARRIER TO 
BUSINESS: 
Alan Watt says his 
family business is 
being damaged 
by the railway 
operator’s attitude 
31_t16watt01  

Hugh McCallion, stations man-
ager for ScotRail, said: ‘If some-
one presses the buzzer when a 
staff member is in the middle of 
a transaction it is usually easier 
to finish that task before opening 
the barrier. However, our staff 
apply common sense, and take 
into account whether the cus-
tomer is rushing for a train.  

‘We intend to put up a notice 
beside the barrier to explain that 
there may be a few minutes’ delay 
if the member of staff is dealing 
with a customer.’

He added: ‘I would be happy 
to have a further meeting with 
people who may wish to discuss 
individual issues they have expe-
rienced.’
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What are heat pumps?

Heat pumps take heat energy 
from outside the home (from 
the air, the ground or even 
from water). 
This heat en-
ergy is then 
concentrated 
to provide 
heat for 
your home 
at temper-
atures that 
can be used 
for radiators, 
u n d e r f l o o r 
h e a t i n g , 
warm air 
c o nv e c t o r s 
and hot 
water. 
Heat pumps 
have some 
impact on 
the environment as they need 
electricity to run, but the heat 
they extract from the envi-
ronment is constantly being 
renewed naturally.
How do they work?

An air source heat pump ex-
tracts heat from the outside air 
in the same way that a fridge 
extracts heat from its inside. 

A fan helps to 
draw fresh air 
into the heat 
pump unit. It 
can get heat 
from the air 
even when the 
temperature is 
as low as -15°C. 
A ground 
source heat 
pump extracts 
heat from the 
ground via 
pipes, called a 
ground loop, 
buried in your 
garden. The 
ground stays 
at a fairly con-

stant temperature under the 
surface all year round.
The length of the ground 
loop depends on the size of 
your home and the amount of 
heat you need. Longer loops 

can draw more heat from the 
ground, but need more space 
to be buried in. If space is lim-
ited, a vertical borehole can be 
drilled instead.
Heat from the air or ground is 
absorbed into a special materi-
al (a refrigerant) thus raising its 
temperature.  The pump in the 
system compresses the refrig-
erant to raise its temperature 
even more, and this useful heat 
is then transferred into your 
central heating system to warm 
your home and into your tank 
to heat your water.
What do I need?

It is essential that your home 
is well insulated and draught-
proofed for a heat pump system 
to be eff ective, so plan energy 
effi  ciency improvements fi rst.  
A well-insulated home with a 
lower demand for heat will also 
mean that the size of the heat 
pump required will be smaller 
and, therefore, cheaper.
Unlike traditional boilers 
and electric storage heaters, 
heat pumps deliver heat at 

lower temperatures over much 
longer periods.  Heat pumps 
are most effi  cient when used 
with larger radiators or under-
fl oor heating.  
If you have standard radiators 
designed for a traditional boiler 
then your heat pump installer 
should tell you whether you 
are best to replace them with 
larger radiators to get a more 
effi  cient system that is cheaper 
to run.
We recommend you use an 
installer approved under the 
Microgeneration Certifi cation 
Scheme (MCS) and you get 
quotes from at least three 
installers to compare costs and 
services.
How much do they cost?

A typical domestic air source 
heat pump system costs from 
£7,000 to £13,000 to install, or 
from £13,000 to £20,000 for a 
domestic ground source heat 
pump system.  
Costs will depend on the sys-
tem type, the property and the 
location. 

Cheaper to run and greener alternative 
to traditional heating systems

thinking about

Beneath the surface Scotland is  
a warm place. However, is a heat  
pump the right option for you and  
your home? 
We can give you free, impartial  
and in-depth advice on the best 
renewables options. We can also 
provide information on financial 
support available, including an 
interest free loan of up to £10,000 
from the Scottish Government.

Speak to a renewables advisor 
at Home Energy Scotland on 
0808 808 2282.

The benefi ts of heat pumps
1 A good alternative if you are off  the gas grid 

The system will pay for itself much more quickly if it’s replacing heating systems like oil, coal, LPG and electric.
Annual fuel savings examples*

 Existing heating systems Air source heat pumps Ground source heat pumps

 Electric (old storage heaters) £715-£1,295 £830-£1,465

 LPG (Older non-condensing) £1200-£1,805 £1,315-£1,975

 Oil (Older non-condensing) £360-£555 £475-£725

 Coal £525-£875 £645-£1,045

Running costs will also vary depending on a number of factors including the size of your home, how well insulated it is, what room 
temperatures you are aiming to achieve and how much hot water you use.
2 Financial support available to help with the cost

You may be eligible to receive payments from the UK Government’s Domestic Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) for the heat you generate 
using a heat pump. For a four-bedroom detached house, you could receive payments of around £905 to £1,365 per year for an air source 
heat pump and £2,610 to £3,940 per year for a ground source heat pump.  You’ll receive these payments for 7 years and they can really 
help with covering the additional cost of replacing your existing heating system compared to a traditional heating system**. 
Even better, in Scotland interest-free loans of up to £10,000 from the Scottish Government are available to help with the initial cost 
of a heat pump.
3 A low-carbon alternative

Replacing a coal heating system with a ground source heat pump could save from 7,100 to 11,000 kg (11 tonnes) of CO2 per year – 
this is enough CO2 to fi ll up to 55 double decker buses. 
Further information
Visit energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/domestic or call Home Energy Scotland on 0808 808 2282 to fi nd out more about how you 
can save energy and money. Book a free home renewables visit from a specialist to discuss what may work best for you. 
* These are the savings you might make every year when replacing an existing heating system in an average four-bedroom detached home with a typical air or ground source heat pump installation, as at February 2015.
**Based on an RHI tariff  of 7.42p/kWh for air source heat pump and 19.10p/kWh for ground source heat pump, valid for installations made between 1 April and 30 Sept 2015.

ADVERTORIAL

OLD FRIENDS: Although many years have passed since these women last saw each other, it felt like 
yesterday for Helen Bruce from Kent, Marie Hanlon from Stranraer and Marie Archer from Dunbeg  

15_t31reunion(11)

FUN NIGHT: Morvern Smith, Joan Drummond and Betty McLennan all from Dunstaff nage 15_t31reunion(5)

HISTORY GIRLS: Vary Ferguson and Shirley Inglis who organised 
the event 15_t31reunion13

CAMPBELLS ARE COMING: brothers, Alastair and Donald Campbell, 
travelled from Canada and Dunbartonshire 15_t31reunion2

‘THE BEST YEARS’: Ann Holman and Brian Woodward from Brighton 
returned ‘home’ to Dunbeg 15_t31reunion7

Reunion hailed huge 
success for friends 
of the ‘Boom Town’
IT WAS a night to remember 
as old schoolmates and ‘Boom 
Town’ residents got together for 
a celebratory reunion at Oban’s 
Glen Hotel last Saturday.

The reunion was overwhelming 
for some, as friends of more than 
50 years met up again - long since 
their ‘idyllic’ childhood days 
growing up on the west coast.

During the Second World War, 
more than 240 families moved 
from the naval ports in the south 
east of England to a town that 
had ‘boomed’ over night - Dun-
beg.

Dunbeg had become an im-
portant strategic port during the 
war, repairing damaged boats for 
the D-Day landings.

The children who moved to 
Dunbeg were enrolled in Oban’s 
Rockfield primary school, and 
many described it as the ‘best 
years of their lives.’

Brian Woodward and his sister, 
Ann Holman, from Brighton, 
who made the return trip to the 
west coast, recalled with affec-
tion their years in Dunbeg.

Brian, who is a fit looking 
78-year-old, said: ‘We came in 
1943 and left in 1945 when the 
war finished. There was such a 
freedom growing up in Dunstaff-
nage. We had it all - the sea, the 
forest, the hills - plenty of places 
to play and hide. 

‘And there was a real com-
munity spirit. There was even 
a fantastic sweet shop in Oban 
- it is still there at Hannah’s on 
Stevenson Street. Our families 
all had a naval background. Basi-
cally, people were here to service 
damaged boats in a safe place. 

‘I remember hundreds of boats 
being in the bay in Oban shortly 
before they headed down to the 
D-Day landings. It wasn’t hard to 
fit in here at all as we were made 
very welcome - although there 
were a few language difficulties 
at first. My first teacher asked if 
I had brought my pieces with me. 
My mum had no idea that this 
meant sandwiches!’

Brian Allen, who now lives in 
Devon, said: ‘It truly was the best 
days of our lives. We were very 
sad when we had to leave because 
the people here became our true 
friends.’

The driving force behind the 
event was Shirley Inglis and 
Vary Ferguson. It was Shirley’s 
desire to know more about the 
history of Dunstaffnage and that 
provided the initial spark for the 
reunion. She grew up in the area 
and now lives in Dunbeg with her 
husband and three children. 

Vary Ferguson belongs to 
Dunbeg and is one of the ‘Boom 
Town’ children. 

And both women were over-
whelmed by the response from 
the former residents.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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What’s in a name?
I DON’T know which county in Scotland holds the re-
cord for the longest single-word place name, but Argyll 
must stand fairly high. 

In Morvern, near Clounlaid in the White Glen, we 
have ‘Achnatavishruskline’ and on the old Lochbuie 
Estate on Mull, ‘Uabhachaleachdastavin’. 

Neither though are any match for a town in Wales 
called ‘Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwilll-
lantysiliogogogoch’ which translated into English 
means ‘The Church of St Mary in the Hollow of White 
Hazel Trees near the rapid whirlpool of St Tysilio’s of 
the Red Cave’. 

I will leave it to someone better schooled in the Gaelic 
language than I am to provide accurate translations of 
the first two. Whatever they may be, I wouldn’t care to 
try passing any of them by telephone to a mail order 
company south of Crianlarich or having them as part of 
my email address!

A very famous sportsman

HIGH above Lochbuie, there is a small lochan called 
‘The Selous Loch’. 

The word ‘Selous’, unlike most other place names on 
Mull, isn’t Gaelic at all and has puzzled many people 
who have fished there over the years. 

It was, in fact, named after Frederick Courteney Sel-
ous, a guest of Murdoch Maclaine, 21st chief and laird 
of Lochbuie. 

Selous (1851-1917) was a well-known African hunter, 
explorer and writer from whom the Selous Scouts, a 
special anti-terrorist regiment of the Rhodesian army 
that operated from 1973 until the reconstitution of the 
country as Zimbabwe in 1980, took their name. 

He is best remembered for his conservation work and 
the Selous Game Reserve in South Eastern Tanzania, 
which was designated a UNESCO world heritage site 
because of its diverse wildlife and undisturbed nature. 

Notwithstanding his love of hunting, it would be no 
exaggeration to say Frederick Selous did as much for 
world conservation as John Muir.

John Guile Millais, the famous Victorian naturalist, 
gardener and travel writer, wrote a book about Freder-
ick Selous and records that he arrived in Mull in August 
1894 and stayed at Lochbuie for two weeks.

Selous wrote in his journal: ‘On August 16, accompa-
nied by the keepers, MacColl and Nottman, I visited 
Loch Spelve in search of seals and otters. Skirting the 
shores of the loch in a small boat, we soon espied two 
seals lying out on a rock. They, however, winded us and 
slipped into the water, when we were still a long way off.

‘We then went ashore and put the three terriers into a 
cairn which the keepers knew otters to be partial to, and 
from the behaviour of the dogs we soon became aware 
that one of the animals was somewhere about. 

‘Knowing that if the dogs succeeded in drawing the 
otter from the rocks it would make for the sea, I took up 
my position amongst the slippery seaweed covered with 
stones near the water and waited full of expectation. 

‘However, the otter resisted all the overtures of the 
terriers and would not bolt. Then MacColl, the wily, 
produced some evil-smelling fuse and, setting light to 
it, pushed it into a hole amongst the stones. 

‘The effect was magical, for the otter bolted at once 
almost between MacColl’s legs. Instead, however, of 
coming towards the sea, it made back through the wood 
and took refuge in another cairn. From the second place 
of refuge another piece of fuse soon dislodged it, and 
this time making for the sea, it came past me in the 
open, travelling over the seaweed-covered rocks at no 
great pace’.

Selous returned to Lochbuie at least twice where he 
shot his first woodcock, a brace of ptarmigan and some 
other Highland game. 

Although there were plenty of stags to be had, the 
traditional form of stalking did not appeal to him and it 
wasn’t until some years later that he eventually shot his 
first wild red deer stag on Ben Alder. 

FIRST CLASS HILL MAN: Ronald MacColl, Lochbuie

Selous was fortunate to have Ronald MacColl as his 
stalker and gamekeeper during his forays to Lochbuie. 

Ronald came from a long line of stalkers and was a first 
class hill man with a superb knowledge of the surround-
ing countryside and its wildlife. He was head-hunted in 
1888 from the Earl of Breadalbane, Blackmount Estate 
by Hector Maclaine of Lochbuie to establish Laggan as 
a deer forest. He died in May 1944 at Craigben Lodge, 
Kinlochspelve, aged 94, greatly revered by all who knew 
him, including Mr and Mrs Selous who sent him photo-
graphs of themselves which remain with his family who 
still live at Lochbuie. 

Shortly after his death, a fine tribute to Ronald 
appeared in the Oban Times by Mrs Olive Guthrie of 
Torosay Castle.  

Mrs Guthrie, who had been his stalking companion on 
many occasions, wrote not only of his excellent sports-
manship, but his unfailing sense of humour - something 
he needed badly one day when, after a long crawl, she 
was about to pull the trigger. Suddenly there was a noise 
like a loud telephone causing the stag to bolt. Ronald, 
she recorded, sat up and used very unparliamentary lan-
guage in Gaelic and then explained, ‘I broke my watch 
last night, so I took my wife’s new American clock. I 
never thought of the alarm being set’!

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

THIS small brass plaque marked the official opening of 
the building and featured the names of those involved 
including the then proprietor and editor of the Oban 
Times, Alan Cameron.

Matthew Ramsay said: ‘This was a very generous and 
kind gesture by John MacAlister and his staff. The larger 
stone tablet which was also taken from the Oban Mission 
building when it closed, is currently in one of John’s work-
shops and that is also destined for the South Pier. The 
mission still works in every fishing port in the UK; times 
change, so do people’s needs and how we meet them.’

The former Mission Building is now home to a restau-
rant.

A BALLACHULISH care home held a 
one-off Robert Burns theatrical produc-
tion for residents.

Bright productions delivered a witty, 
lively rendition of Robert Burns poetry 
and tales in the day lounge of Abbeyfield 
care home. The theatre group used visual 
and audio effects, which are specifically 
designed to appeal to residents.

Dominic Duffy, office manger at the 
home, said: ‘It was a one-off event for the 
residents, because it is particularly costly. 

‘We used some money that we had avail-
able to put the show on and it was great 
for the residents. The group changed 

AND THEY’RE OFF: Kilchoan’s annual pram race will take place tomorrow. Last year’s 
event, above, was a great success. Photograph by John Haylett 

THE NEW annual Lis-
more Show was held at the 
hall recently, with many 
members of the Lismore 
and Appin community 
competing for a variety of 
prizes, popular categories 
being the pancakes and 
dumplings. 

Kiki MacColl of Appin 
just edged out Rosemary 
MacCormick, also from 
Appin, for the adult bak-
ing trophy. 

Kiki also won the silver 
salver for best exhibit 
in the adult handicrafts 
category. 

The cup for junior bak-
ing went to Ealasid Ma-
cLean-Flemming. Lewis 

Walker took home the jun-
ior handicrafts best exhibit 
trophy for his vegetable 
animal. 

Lismore’s oldest resident, 
Marjorie MacDonald, 
entered three classes and 
came away with a first 
prize for her mixed roses 
and a second for her lemon 
curd. 

Last held in the late 
1930s at what was then the 
school house at Craignich 
Park, current resident in 
the house, Cathie Car-
michael, handed out the 
prizes to honour a long 
lost tradition.  

A great day was rounded 
off by tea and cake. 

A PLOCKTON man raised £1,500 
through a charity fundraiser on his boat. 

Calum MacKenzie hosted the event 
aboard his seal-spotting cruiser, the Sula 
Mhor, on July 3 in aid of Marie Curie 
cancer care. 

DUNBEG primary school’s closing service, conducted by 
the Rev George Cringles, and presentation of prizes was 
held on Friday June 26 in Dunbeg church.

Primary seven leavers were piped into the church by 
Innes Munro and prizes were presented by Dale Kupris, 
who was thanked for his commitment to the school. 

Primary 7 - Parent council leaver’s dictionary/thesau-
rus, records of achievement, citizenship shields, P7 pho-
tograph and photographic CDs, Heartstart certificates, 
Argyll and Bute Young Leaders Award, Inspire Aspire 
Commonwealth Award - Alik Aleynik, Amy Craik, Paul 
Duncan, David Guild, Chelsey MacAulay, Jamie MacE-
wan, Iona MacKenzie, Neil McCallum, Keira McIlwraith, 
Craig Sinclair and Jack Watson. 

Primary 6 - Inspire Aspire Commonwealth Award, 
Argyll and Bute Young Leaders Award - Josh Brack, 
Noah Hwang, Mairi Inglis, Owen MacCorquodale, Emi-
ly MacIntyre,  Aonghas MacKichan, Claire McCaskill, 
Innes Munro, Caitlin Salisbury,  Rachel Sinclair and 
Finley Watson.

James Johnstone Quaich for art - Alik Aleynik.
Gordon MacPherson Memorial Shield for best beginner 

swimmer - Ailsa MacKichan.
Swimming Cup - Emily MacIntyre and Rosie Dairon.
Gordon MacPherson Memorial Cup for clan football - 

Lorn Paul Duncan and Craig Sinclair. 
Sports Shield - Etive, Neil McCallum. 
Volleyball Cup and shield - P7 team members. 
MacLean Family shield for musical achievement - 

Chelsey MacAulay. 
Provincial Mòd certificates - Rachel Sinclair, Mairi 

Inglis, Innes Munro, Cara Duncan, Charis Simpson, Mya 
McCormick, Madison McCormick and Isla Hausrath. 

Miss Watson Cup for gardening - Calum Drummond, 
Emily MacIntyre and Rachel Sinclair. 

Jordan Family Caring Cup - Ben Brack. 
Mary Graham Cup for Citizenship - Amy Craik. 
Helen Paton Cup for Endeavour - Alik Aleynik.

ABERFELDY museum 
group recently welcomed 
Liz Grant, Provost of Perth 
and Kinross, to open the 
new museum in Breadalbane 
Community Campus.

Pupils from the school’s 
brass band played as the Prov-
ost arrived. Highland ward 
Councillor Ian Campbell also 
gave a speech and youngsters 
from the school read poems 
about WW1 to highlight to 
the new exhibits currently on 
show. The ongoing centenary 
events of the conflict have 
been meaningful for school- 
children as many young 
soldiers were recruited from 
Breadalbane.

As well as trench maps and 
memorabilia relating to the 
war, the Provost’s robes from 
the days of the old Burgh of 
Aberfeldy are on display there 
for the next six months.

Ballachulish

Aberfeldy

Plockton

 HISTORY: Valerie Reilly and Dorothy Livingston with 
Paisley shawls.

LISMORE Gaelic heritage 
centre hosted a successful 
heritage textile week, 
exploring and celebrating 
the history of the making, 
use and importance of 
woven textiles on the island.  

Visitors enjoyed guided 
walks to areas on the 
island that have links to 
weaving and textile expert, 
Valerie Reilly, identified 
and discussed vintage 
shawls and fabrics from 
the archives and ones that 
people had brought along. 

Inverclyde group, Sgioba 

Luaidh Inbhirchluaidh, 
held a well-attended 
workshop and concert 
performance, introducing a 
new generation of Liosachs 
to the traditional art of 
songs sung by woman when 
beating newly-woven tweed 
to soften it.  

Local textile artist, Sarah 
Campbell of Mogwaai 
Design, was also there to 
demonstrate embroidery 
and applique techniques 
and created a lovely 
lampshade which she 
donated to the centre.

Lismore

WINNING SMILES: Lismore show trophy winners: back: Memory MacDonald, best fl oral exhibit ‘Scotland in a Box’; Kiki 
MacColl, adult baking and best exhibit ‘Decorated Wellie; Gilly Dixon Spain, best photography exhibit ‘Refl ections’, 
organiser, Neil Carmichael; Marie Carmichael, best in show - shortbread. Front: Ealasaid MacLean-Flemming, junior 

baking and junior handicrafts; Lewis Walker, best junior exhibit ‘Vegetable animal; Rosemary MacCormick, who won top 
prize for dumpling and Cathie Carmichael who presented the prizes

Heritage centre hosts 
successful textile week

Oban

From Left: Tori MacNab with son, Finlay MacAlister, 
Matthew Ramsay, of the Fishermen’s Mission  and Peter 

Tosh of Caley Fisheries. 

THE WORK of the Fishermen’s Mission in Oban has 
been remembered thanks to one of the town’s leading 
businessmen.

Fishing entrepreneur, John MacAlister, has kindly 
stored and renovated the memorial plaques from the Mis-
sion in Oban, and these are being added to the South Pier 
at the heart of the town’s fishing industry. Supporters of 
the mission gathered to mark the first plaque, the smaller 
brass one, being added to the South Pier Building.

THE ANNUAL Kilchoan 
pram race will be held tomor-
row (Friday).

With adults and children alike 
in fancy dress and homemade 
decorated prams, the commu-
nity event, now in its sixth year, 
leaves from the Kilchoan hotel 
at 12pm. 

Entry forms are available 
from the hotel and this year’s 
theme is ‘the sea’. 

Kilchoan

parts of the show to make it relatable to 
our clients.’

Although the show, held in May, was a 
one-off, the care home hosts a variety of 
musical performances. Tomorrow, Friday 
July 31, residents will enjoy sounds of the 
guitar and mandolin from traditional 
Scottish folk singer, Harry MacFadyen.

SHOWSTOPPER: Kiki MacColl enjoyed success at the 
Lismore show
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The Sunday Times, Scottish Independent Secondary School of the Year  
Stewart’s Melville College – 2013   The Mary Erskine School – 2012
Merchant Company Education Board Schools. Registered Charity No. SC009747

The Mary Erskine School
Stewart’s Melville College 

The Junior School

Like any family, values lie at the heart of who we 
are. We help the boys and girls who live in our 
Boarding Houses to learn to live up to these 
values in all that they do both as children and 
throughout their adult lives. 

Come and  
see us at the  
Mid-Argyll Show

Boarding for boys and girls from age  
10+ in Edinburgh, Scotland

Or please contact us at any time.

 0131 311 1111 
 admissions@esms.org.uk 
 www.esms.org.uk

MAKE YOUR FAMILY 
PART OF OURS

OBAN Communities Trust’s 
(OCT) oral history project is 
well under way, with a ‘memory 
storming’ session planned for a 
week on Friday (August 7).
 To attract as many visitors as 
possible, the trust is also running 
a coffee and cake morning in 
tandem with the memory session. 

The session will be held in the 
huts at The Rockfield Centre 
in Oban between 10.30am and 
12.30pm.

Cori Princell (pictured) is 
co-ordinating the Heritage Lot-
tery-funded project, ‘Memories 
Matter: A Time to Share Our 
Stories’. 

Cori said: ‘We’ve done our 
first interviews and the details 
coming out are wonderful. I 

spoke to Brian Woodward, who 
moved to Dunstaffnage in 1943 
after Portsmouth became too 
dangerous. 

‘His father was repairing war 
ships and Brian and his older 
sister started school at Rockfield 
in Oban. It was the war, but those 
years were magical for six-year-
old Brian. He and other children 
had the run of the town. 

‘Brian remembers stopping at 

the newsagent that still exists on 
Stevenson Street. He said: “We 
used to buy the penny ice block, 
which was a cordial-flavoured ice 
block, and you sucked it on the 
way to school and by the time 
you got to school it was just a 
block of ice with no cordial left. 

“Everyone went for the dark 
colours, the blackcurrant or rasp-
berry, because that seemed to last 
longer than the other colours.”

Brian has since wondered how 
the sudden influx of displaced 
families affected the teachers at 
Rockfield. 

Cori said she has found notes 
in a logbook showing the school 
was indeed under pressure at 
this time. She believes that 
stories like these are bringing 
the past to life and continued: 
‘The trust is looking forward to 
hearing more about the changes 

that took place from 1945-1955. 
We hope to see as many people 
as possible to share more of their 
experiences on August 7.’

Meanwhile two videos of a tour 
around The Rockfield Centre 
posted on the Oban Communi-
ties Trust Facebook page have 
also been stirring memories with 
over 4,000 hits and comments on 
the website. See www.facebook.
com/ObanCommunitiesTrust.

Trust invites people to walk down Memory Lane 
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

SPONGE BATH: there is nothing better than throwing a soaking wet sponge 
at your friends and siblings 15_t31autism(1)

SAFETY FIRST: fi remen John Sweeney (left) and Alan Thomson sign up 
Pamela Anderson for a free home fi re safety check at the event  15_t31autism(5)

Birthday bash is just what 
the town needs, says mum
WALKING up the hill to the Scottish 
Autism Oban’s 10th birthday party at 
Ganavan shinty pitch, a mother of 
two was fulsome in her praise.

Oban woman, Colleen Campbell, 
said: ‘This is a great. Everything is 
free and the kids can play as long as 
they like. We need more things like 
this in Oban.’

Hundreds of children and parents 
had turned out to celebrate the work 

of the Oban charity. Scottish Autism 
Oban works with a small number of 
children, providing a supportive envi-
ronment for children to develop skills 
and build confidence. 

Party planner and outreach worker, 
Pamela Anderson, said: ‘Our aim is 
to make the lives of the children we 
support more fulfilled and enriched.

‘We meet in the Lorne Resource 
Centre on a Saturday morning.’

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS
ANNUAL CANVASS

Electoral Registration Forms will be posted to 
every residential property in Argyll & Bute during 

the month of August, listing the registration details 

It is important that you respond to these forms, 

Residents will be able to respond by using INTERNET, 
FREEPHONE and MOBILE PHONE TEXT MESSAGE to 

Details of how to do this will be 

All services will be available 24 hours a day, 

Alternatively the forms can be returned by POST in 

Electoral Registration for Young People
Along with all adults in the household, you should 

also add to the form those who will be aged 15 

This is so they are on the register when they 

It’s important to provide the information requested; 

David C Thomson

TIMESLINE

MORE people in the West Highlands are relying 
on emergency financial help. 

The number of ‘vulnerable households’ forced 
to apply for the Scottish welfare fund has in-
creased by 60 per cent in the Highland council 
area and 37 per cent in the Western Isles since 
last year, a report released by the Scottish gov-
ernment has shown. Help required in Argyll and 
Bute has also risen by 10 per cent.

The fund consists of crisis grants, to help low in-
come households in a disaster or emergency, and 
community care grants which help people live 
independently. Mostly used to pay for food and 
fuel but also for carpets, clothing and household 
appliances, 8,763 applications for the fund were 
made in the West Highland’s three council areas 
in the last year. 

Margaret Burgess, the Scottish government’s 
welfare minister, called the grants a ‘vital lifeline’. 

She added: ‘The fund is helping people in des-
perate situations buy everyday items like food, 
shoes and beds.’

But Rhoda Grant, MSP for the Highlands and 
Islands, called the dramatic increase ‘very wor-
rying’. She added: ‘This shows that the current 
benefit system does not work well for rural areas.  
We know that fuel poverty is disproportionately 
greater in these areas because they are in the 
most part, off gas grid, depending on solid fuel, 
oil or electricity for heating which is much more 
expensive.’   

The 60 per cent rise in the Highland council 
area is among the highest in the country, only 
surpassed by Fife, North Ayrshire and Stirling. 

THE FORMER owner of 
a Lochaber hotel has been 
sentenced to three years 
in prison after being found 
guilty of human trafficking 
offences likened to ‘modern 
day slavery’.

Four Bangladeshi men were 
left ‘emotionally scarred’ after 
working for Shamsul Arefin 
at the Stewart hotel in Duror, 
where they were subjected 
to poor conditions, low pay 
and forced to work outside in 
freezing temperatures after 
their 47-year-old employer 
lured them to the country 
under the premise of a better 
life. 

The victims sold family 
valuables, emptied savings 
and took out loans to afford 
the ‘deposit’ Arefin demanded 
before bringing them to the 
UK from Bangladesh. 

When they arrived, their pay 
was reduced to a fraction of 
what had been contracted and 
working hours dramatically 
exceeded what had been 

MALLAIG care home, the Mackintosh centre, 
is set to re-open on Monday after more than a 
year. 

The centre shut in July last year amid allegations 
of poor practice and abuse but, following an 
investigation, it was found there was no criminal 
case to answer although an internal investigation 
into practices of suspended staff is still ongoing.

At the time of closure, NHS Highland said ‘the 
Mack’ would be closed for four to six weeks but 
following long-running recruitment problems 
and eight delays, it remains closed. A spokesman 
for NHS Highland confirmed this Monday 
(August 3) as the date residents would be moved 
home, after living more than 40 miles away in 
Fort William’s Invernevis house for the last year. 

He added: ‘Our priority is always to ensure 

the safety of the residents. An internal process 
is still ongoing in respect of the staff members 
concerned. 

‘The concerns raised as a result of the large- 
scale investigation led senior staff at NHS 
Highland and the Mackintosh centre to improve 
practice within the care home, by improving the 
level of staffing, training and future planning 
before residents were returned.’

A spokesman who has been working on behalf 
of the residents’ families previously said they 
wouldn’t believe the centre was re-opening until 
it actually happened, but said it seems to be going 
ahead this time. 

He said: ‘Hopefully at this late stage it will be 
too far gone to go back now. 

‘It’s just a shame it has taken as long as it has.’ 

Victims praised as former 
boss jailed for three years 
EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

CHARGES: Shamsul Arefi n 
was jailed for three years for 

human traffi  cking in Lochaber

agreed. Although employed 
to work in the hotel kitchen, 
the victims found themselves 
forced to paint the building, 
clean rooms and cut and move 
logs in the hotel grounds in 
freezing winter temperatures.

Arefin, who had been 
remanded in custody since 
being found guilty of eight 
charges in a five-week sheriff 
and jury trial ending on July 3, 
was sentenced to three years in 
prison by sheriff Ian Anderson 
at Fort William sheriff court 
on Friday (July 24). 

The crimes were committed 
between 2008 and 2010 and 
were in breach of the Asylum 
and Immigration act.

Sheriff Anderson called the 
charges ‘serious and severe’. 
He added: ‘These were carried 
out for your own benefit and 
you benefited substantially. 

‘You have no remorse for your 
actions and do not understand 
the consequences of what you 
have done. 

‘You brought misery to your 
employees, who you deceived 
and exploited and there are 
families in Bangladesh who 

will be paying for your greed 
for years to come.’

Victims giving evidence 
during the trial said Arefin 
threatened to sack them if 
they complained and refused 
to return the money they had 
paid them. 

As their wages were so low 
the staff were unable to repay 
the debts they had taken to pay 
Arefin. 

In one case the victim 
described how money lenders 
in Bangladesh had threatened 
to remove his kidney as a result 
of his inability to pay.

Independent anti-slavery 
commissioner, Kevin Hyland 
OBE, applauded the victims’ 
bravery in coming forward.

He said: ‘Police Scotland and 
Scotland’s prosecution service 
have demonstrated that 
through tenacity and a victim- 
centred approach, it is possible 
to bring a perpetrator of this 
abhorrent crime to justice.  

‘I very much hope to see 
more successful convictions 
and victims identified who 
are referred for appropriate 
support in the coming months 

and years. The victims of these 
particular crimes endured 
exploitation and abuse many 
thought was a distant memory 
of the past. This is a clear case 
of ‘modern day slavery’ and I 
commend the bravery of the 
four men who gave evidence at 
the trial. I hope that receiving 
justice in the courts assists in 
their journey of recovery.’

Police Scotland’s detective 

inspector, Richard Baird, 
said the sentence sends a 
‘clear message’ to human 
traffickers: ‘Human trafficking 
is a despicable crime where the 
offenders prey on desperate 
people who travel to the UK 
under the premise of a better 
life and available work. 

‘Shamsul Arefin was driven 
by financial greed and held 
no regard for the working 
conditions of those in his 
employment. 

‘This was apparent by 
the poor condition that 
his victims were subject to 
through working long hours 
at no extra pay and often with 
substandard equipment and 
working supplies.

‘In bringing this individual to 
justice we have disrupted, if not 
dismantled, one more illegal 
enterprise and hopefully saved 
other potential victims from 
inevitable suffering. 

‘We’ve also sent a clear 
message to current and 
would-be people smugglers 
that Police Scotland will find 
you and bring you before the 
courts no matter who you are 
or where you are from.’

Home re-opens after a year More need emergency cash 

This is a 
clear case 
of ‘modern 
day’ slavery 
”

Kevin Hyland
Independent anti-slavery 

commissioner

THREE West Highland res-
taurants are among the best 
in the UK, according to a poll. 

SquareMeal ranked the 
top 100 in Britain following 
thousands of votes and put 
the Whitehouse in Lochaline 
at number 32. Not far behind 
was Skye’s Three Chimneys 
at number 42 and Cafe Fish 
on Mull at number 74. 

Sarah Jones of the White-
house, said: ‘We are really 
chuff ed so many customers 
voted for us.’ 

FOOD producers in north Skye 
are celebrating the successful 
relaunch of a Highland market 
on the island. 

It is hoped the newly re-
branded Glendale market will 
support the local economy. 

Glendale trust received 
funding  from the community 
food fund and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise for the mar-
ket. Speaking after the launch 
on July 21, Elgar Finlay, of the 
Glendale trust, said: ‘We’re 
looking forward to the contin-
ued success of the Glendale 
Highland market.’

THE 20 miles per hour zone on 
Fort William’s Lundavra road 
is to be moved further up the 
hill ahead of the new school 
opening later this year. 

Highland council has pro-
posed moving the fl ashing 
signs from the Spar area of the 
street to the school entrance, 
eff ective for 250 metres south 
before returning to 30mph. 

The part-time limit will be in 
place for morning, lunchtime 
and school closing hours when 
the new Lundavra primary 
school opens in October. 

Welcome return 
of food market 

New school speed 
limit zone move 

Restaurants win a 
spot in UK top 100 

www.facebook.com/obantimes



Harris 
Adjoining Lewis, Harris off ers 

some of the most varied land-

scapes in the UK, from white sandy 

beaches to the highest peak in the 

Outer Hebrides- not to mention 

some of the oldest rocks in the 

world. A number of guided walks 

and sea cruises are available to get 

the best view of the landscape and 

wildlife on the island. The Harris 

Mountain Festival attracts hill 

climbers from far and wide to the 

island in September.

8 FEATURE Thursday 30 July, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Overlooking Castlebay, you will 
discover traditional hospitality, great 
comfort and friendly service. Local 
seafood and shellfish with fine wine 
list. All rooms en suite, TV, telephone 
and tea making facilities.

CASTLEBAY HOTEL
t: 01871 810223   f: 01871 810455
e: info@castlebayhotel.com w: www.castlebayhotel.com

Isle Of Barra, 
HS9 5XD
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Lewis 
History is palpable on the Isle of Lewis, 
with its stone circles and thatched 
cottages. Important archaeological sites 
dot the island, including the Callanish 
stone circle and Dun Carloway broch, the 
best preserved of its type in the Outer 
Hebrides. 
South Lewis, along with Harris and North 
Uist, is a National Scenic Area. Visitors 
may see all types of wildlife, from golden 
eagles to seals. Foodies love Stornoway, 
home of the famous black pudding and 
other gourmet treats.

North Uist 
North Uist, with its distinctive landscape of peat bogs and sandy beaches, is a paradise for wildlife and beach lovers, as well as anglers look-ing to hook trout and salmon.  Otter watching is a favourite pastime on North Uist. R and R is the order of the day on this tranquil island, but don’t miss a stroll along the Sculpture Trail, a round of golf or a hunt for the ruins of Trinity Temple at Carnish and the Barpa Langass Neolithic burial cairn.

Berneray 
The islands of Harris and North 
Uist are linked by Berneray, where 
seals bask in scenic coves and miles 
of sandy beaches frame crystal 
waters. A visit to the the Cladh 
Maolrithe standing stone rewards 
the eff ort with stunning views over 
the Atlantic. Wind and kite surfi ng 
are popular on Berneray. 

South Uist 
South Uist off ers visitors beautiful scen-

ery and an island population that holds 

close to its Gaelic traditions. Powder 

white beaches fringed by machair teem 

with wildlife, such as the corncrake, gold-

en eagles and red deer. Locals still cut 

peat and gather seaweed as their ances-

tors have done for generations. Visitors 

can see the ruins of the birthplace of 

Highland heroine Flora MacDonald, who 

famously aided Prince Bonnie Charlie. 

Barra 
Called ‘Barradise’ because of its 

white beaches and profusion of 

sea lochs brimming with trout, 

Barra is a brilliant spot for kayaking, 

beachcombing, castle exploring 

and nature watching, with over 

1,000 species of wildfl ower, seals, 

dolphins, whales and rare birds, 

including the elusive corncrake. 

Connected to Barra by a causeway, 

Vatersay is renowned for pic-

ture-perfect beaches and wildlife.

Skye and the islands of the Outer Hebrides 
beckon the traveller looking to escape the 

ordinary into an ethereal coastal landscape 
where Gaelic culture is alive and well and 

the beaches rival any in the world. 

Skye 
One of Scotland’s top holiday destina-tions, the Isle of Skye is renowned for its exquisite scenery. From world class hill walking and wildlife watching to mysterious landscapes and brooding castles, Skye off ers something for every holiday taste, all in a magical setting. The Cuillin Range boasts 12 Munros (peaks above 3000ft) for experienced walkers, but those who prefer just to stroll will fi nd lots to love. The capital is Portree, a colourful and charming village that takes visitors back in time. 
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CONCERNS have been raised about the 
proposal to close police control rooms in 
the north with one Highland politician 
calling it ‘unacceptable’.

Police Scotland plan to close the emer-
gency control rooms in Inverness and 
Aberdeen, sparking outrage and worries 
about public safety.

This comes at the same time as a review 
of police operating functions after two 
people were left without help for three 
days after crashing on the M9 earlier this 
month. John Yuill died at the scene and 
his girlfriend, Lamara Bell, later died in 
hospital. 

A spokeswoman for Police Scotland 
said they are ‘committed’ to the change, 
which will be subject to consultation by 
the Scottish Police Authority (SPA). 

If the closures go ahead, emergency 
calls for the north would be dealt with 
from Dundee or the central belt from the 

end of this year. Rhoda Grant, MSP for 
the Highlands and Islands, said: ‘I think 
it is unacceptable that the closure plan 
for emergency control rooms is not put 
on hold at least until we fully understand 
what went wrong with the M9 incident. 

‘How can the SPA and senior officers 
within Police Scotland continue with a 
plan if there are found to be failings in 
it? I would have thought the common 
sense and logical approach to these calls 
would have been to halt the closure plan 
at least until the outcome of the enquiry 
is known.’

Councillor Margaret Davidson, leader 
of Highland council, also expressed her 
concerns: ‘I am very disappointed to 
hear that Police Scotland has announced 
they are going to press ahead with the 
closure of Inverness and Aberdeen 
control rooms. This does not help public 
confidence in decisions made by Police 

Scotland. To continue with centralisation 
plans without awaiting the outcome of 
the review shows an unwillingness to 
listen and is not a welcome response.’ 

Assistant chief constable, Val Thomson 
,said Police Scotland will engage with 
local authorities to address concerns. 

She added: ‘Local policing remains at 
the heart of Police Scotland. That prin-
ciple is very much at the forefront of the 
proposed changes to C3 division in terms 
of how we deal with calls to us and how 
we respond. Similar concerns have been 
voiced elsewhere during earlier stages of 
the programme of change and these have 
not materialised.

‘We remain committed to the strategic 
change programme for Contact, Com-
mand and Control Division, each phase 
of which is subject to rigorous consulta-
tion and consideration for approval by 
the SPA.’ 

A BALLACHULISH primary 
school pupil has received an 
award for endeavour.

Cali Donald, primary fi ve, is 
the fi rst child at the school to 
receive the Nana MacInnes 
memorial cup since its 
inception earlier this year. 

The award was created 
in memory of the dinner 
lady, who worked at both 
Ballachulish and Duror 
schools for 15 years and a 
pupil from one of the schools 
will be chosen every year in 
her honour.

Mrs MacInnes passed away 
in October last year. 

John MacInnes, the 
oldest child of the late Ms 
MacInnes, said of the trophy: 
‘We feel as a family, this is 
one of the last things we can 
do for our mum, ensuring 
her memory and attachment 
to the schools will live on, 
and that in the years to come 
when pupils ask who was 
Nana MacInnes, the story of 
the wee cheery dinner lady 
will re-emerge.’

A HIGHLAND MSP has pledged her 
support to help plug the funding gap for 
a new Lochaber indoor sports centre.

The proposed multi-use centre in Fort 
William is still £500,000 short of the 
£1.47 million required.

And at a meeting with Lochaber 
chamber of commerce, Highlands and 
Islands MSP Rhoda Grant promised to 
help Lochaber sports association find 
the remaining money by contacting 
potential funding backers. 

She said: ‘This would enable schools, 
clubs and the surrounding Lochaber 
community to have access to a facility 
that would allow sport and activities all 
year round. 

‘Fort William is famed for its outdoor 
activities, and also the rain, so having a 
purpose-built indoor sports hub would 
provide a major boost for Lochaber.  

‘I will be contacting Highland council, 
Sports Scotland and other potential 
financial backers in an effort to support 

the funding bid and to shore up the 
current £500,000 funding gap for the 
development. I am convinced of the 
need to secure this facility for Lochaber 
and will seek to support the bid and 
Lochaber chamber of commerce in their 
work to ensure Fort William gets this 
important indoor sport hub.’

Bruno Berardelli, chamber chairman, 
said: ‘We were delighted that Rhoda 
made the time to come and meet 
Lochaber chamber and we had a very 

constructive discussion.  We highlighted 
our support for Lochaber sports 
association’s work to develop an indoor 
sports facility and of the importance 
of retaining existing leisure facilities 
including Mallaig swimming pool and 
the Nevis centre, which are under threat 
from budget cuts. Lochaber is a fantastic 
area, and the undisputed outdoor capital 
of the UK. But we do get the occasional 
wet spell, so it is crucial we have indoor 
amenities for tourists and locals.’

HIGHLAND rail passengers will 
now receive cash refunds for delays 
as new compensation arrangements 
come into play.

Previously, customers were only 
offered travel vouchers, but can now 
claim their money back for delays of 
30 minutes or more.

Rhoda Grant, MSP for the High-
lands and Islands, called this a ‘step 
in the right direction’.

She said: ‘The move to pay com-
pensation for delays in cash instead 
of vouchers will be welcome news for 
rail passengers across Scotland and 
the UK. 

‘Delays and cancellations are a 
sadly too regular an occurrence in the 
Highlands and this is an important 
step in the right direction from the 
industry towards treating customers 
who face delays more fairly.’

Ms Grant said this will benefit tour-
ists as well as locals as visitors to the 
country have previously been offered 
vouchers when they were only here 
for a short time.

She added: ‘I have heard of one 
case when tourists were delayed and 
offered vouchers as compensation, 
which, of course, was of no use to 
them as they were travelling out of 
the country the following day. Cash 
refunds will encourage more people 
to claim and is a much more practical 
and fair alternative to vouchers.’

HOUSEHOLDERS across the region are 
being warned over latest telephone and 
doorstep scams in the area by Highland 
council and trading standards.

A new cold call con known as the ‘discon-
nection scam’ has been unearthed where 
the caller targets unsuspecting house-
holders falsely representing their telecom 
provider. Householders are persuaded that 
their bills are in arrears and immediate 
payment is necessary to remain connected 
to the network.

A spokesman from Highland council said: 
‘The scammer may offer to demonstrate 
that they have the ability to disconnect the 
telephone. This simple trick involves the 
scammer pressing the mute button which 
stops the dial tone and prevents the recipi-
ent of the call from dialling out. However, 
the phone is still connected to the scam-
mer, even though it appears that the line 

is ‘dead’.’ Fraudsters are using this method 
to dupe bill payers in to thinking they are a 
genuine company representative.’

A spokesperson from BT advised that 
they may have to contact a customer about 
an outstanding debt, but they will never 
disconnect a phone line during the call. 

Rogue traders are also at the forefront of 
trading standards investigations. Recently, 
they have been found to sell anything from 
kitchen knives to paving and driveway 
construction, but the work is found to be 
overpriced and often partially or badly 
done. 

Householders feel under pressure to 
book the workers and are forced to pay 
cash upfront.

If you are reporting suspect activity it 
is useful to note down locations, times, 
registration numbers and any other infor-
mation. 

POLICE in Lochaber are looking for 
information from the public in relation 
to the following:

Two men have been reported to police 
after they were found behaving suspi-
ciously at the rear of a Fort William 
hospital on Sunday July 19.

A member of staff working at Belford 
hospital contacted police at 8.20pm. One 
man was described only as wearing dark 
clothing and the other in lighter clothing.

Tools were stolen after a car was broken 
into in Kinlochleven.

The incident happened at around 
3.30pm on Tuesday July 21 when the 
vehicle was parked on Wades road.

A light coloured vehicle was spotted 
loitering in the area at around the same 
time.

A car was vandalised while it was 
parked on Union road in Fort William.

The window of a house on Kennedy 
road in Fort William was smashed on 
Friday July 24 at around 11.30pm.

Electronic equipment was amongst a 
number of items stolen from a parked car 
in Glencoe.

The vehicle was broken into between 
11.30pm on Friday July 24 and 9.30am 
on Saturday July 25.

A shop in Corpach was targeted by a 
thief who stole a quantity of alcohol.

The incident happened at around 
7.30pm on Saturday July 25. 

The suspect was described as wearing a 
dark hooded top, dark trousers and white 
trainers.

Four caravans were vandalised at a 
Kinlochleven site in Sunday July 26.

The damage to the holiday vehicles at 
Caolasnacon caravan park is thought to 
have been caused on Thursday July 23.

People who have information are being 
encouraged to contact local police on 101 
or confidentially on 01397 702000.

Members of the public can also contact 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 
111 or online at crimestoppers-uk.org.
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Vow to back sports centre cash bid
A HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
has renewed her calls to people 
in the region to opt in to organ 
donation, after donor numbers 
fell for the fi rst time in a decade.

Rhoda Grant MSP, shadow 
minister for sport and health 
inequalities, ran an awareness 
campaign in 2013 encouraging 
people to sign up to the organ 
donor register.

She is particularly encourag-
ing those who are registered to 
let their families and loved ones 
know of their wish to donate 
their organs after they die. 

Mrs Grant said: ‘It is disap-
pointing donor numbers have 
dropped recently and heart-
breaking that people are dying 
while waiting for a transplant.’

GRANTS totalling £6,000 
have been awarded to two 
West Highland charities. 

Ross of Mull and Iona 
community transport scheme 
and Counselling Care: Skye 
and Lochalsh have received 
£3,000 each from the Lloyds 
TSB Hendry Duncan awards 
programme. 

The money will be used for 
staff  salaries. 

Ian Blackford, MP for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
welcomed the funding: ‘Many 
of the Henry Duncan grants 
go on staff  and running costs 
like this, meaning they are a 
lifeline for local charities in 
this tough fi nancial climate.’

AN ORCHESTRA from Sweden 
is to perform in Fort William’s 
Cameron square on Wednesday 
August 5. 

The wind band, Vreta Kloster 
youth orchestra, has members 
aged from 25 to 40 and will visit 
Lochaber as part of a Scottish 
tour, ending with the opening 
of the Edinburgh Tattoo. 

An hour-long performance 
will be held in the square, off  
the High street, from 12 noon. 

MORE than £1,000 was raised in Fort Wil-
liam at the weekend for the Royal National 
Mòd, to be held in Lochaber in 2017.

Members and supporters of local organ-
ising committee, Meur Lochabair, packed 
bags in Morrisons supermarket on July 
25 and 26, raising £1,015.60 towards the 
£30,000 required. 

Ronald Cameron, chairman of Meur Lo-
chabair, said: ‘We are very grateful to the 

generosity of the shoppers, both visitors 
and locals, who gave so much, including 
those who preferred to pack their own bags, 
but who nevertheless made a contribution.

‘Thanks also to the management and staff 
of Morrisons and to the many volunteers 
who turned out to pack bags.’

It is estimated the Mòd will inject more 
than £2 million into the Lochaber econo-
my in the quiet month of October. 

Swedish orchestra 
visits Fort William  

Grant boost for 
two charities  

MSP renews call 
for organ donors 

National Mòd fundraisers bag £1,000

CHILDREN could be risking their 
lives on their way to a play park in Fort 
William, according to worried residents.

Concerns for safety have grown as 
lorry drivers are using a busy shop 
car park and narrow road in Upper 
Achintore to turn and offload goods.

For more than 13 years, Peter Doherty, 
63, and wife Mhairi, 59, who live across 
from the Spar shop on Grange road 
have repeatedly reported damage to 
their hedges, pavements, gate and 
concrete pillars.

Just last week, a stair railing leading 
from the shop’s car park up to Lundavra 
road was knocked out of place as a lorry 
reversed.

Mr Doherty, a security guard for a 
local timber company, said: ‘If someone 
was walking down those steps when 
that lorry knocked over the railing they 
could have been seriously hurt. It is a 
really dangerous practice that they are 
doing.

‘There are children coming down 
from the swing park at the shops too. It 
is concerning and lucky that no-one has 
been killed yet.’

The shop was previously independently 
owned and only changed to Spar in 
September 2007.

Mr Doherty has been fighting with 
Highland council for a solution and 
claims that the problem got worse when 
the shop was extended by a previous 
owner.

He said: ‘There is a loading bay, but 
that was cut off when the last owner 
put an extension on. It’s out of use 

CONCERN: Peter and Mhairi at the loading bay that is out of use, but still prevents 
parking in the narrow and traffi  c congested Grange road 21_f31spar01

AMANDA CRAWFORD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

and blocked with bins now, so lorry 
drivers just turn and reverse to the 
front of the shop. It’s causing the road 
and pavements to crumble and loosen 
around the shop and at my front gate.

‘Our hedge has already been damaged 
and our gate and step was knocked so 
hard that that it came away in 2011. I 
have contacted the roads department 
and other council departments but they 
just seem to pass the buck all the time. 
I feel that the council does it to try and 
dishearten us so that we give up. It has 
been so stressful over the years having 
to deal with the damage to our property. 
It really wears you down.’

It is not only Spar lorries, but other 

delivery companies that make drop-
offs to the store. Mr Doherty said: 
‘The lorry drivers are not taking care 
in the area and with it being a narrow 
road and busy car park they are putting 
other road users, pedestrians and 
homeowners at risk.’

A spokesman from Spar told the Oban 
Times: ‘This an issue that the company 
will investigate further.’

And a spokeswoman from Highland 
council said: ‘The council, along with 
various parties, has been involved in 
discussions regarding issues which Mr 
Doherty has raised. 

‘The council is currently looking into 
these.’

Tight squeeze for lorries 
prompts safety concerns 

Cali serves 

memorial 
cup success

A SOLO windsurfing sailor who 
is aiming to be the first to circum-
navigate Britain unaided, cruised 
into Oban at the weekend to meet 
his parents. 

Three people have windsurfed 
round Britain, but all were 
supported in the seas by yachts 
or powerboats. However, Jono 
Dunnett, 41, from London, is at-
tempting his voyage unsupported. 

Jono started his epic voyage when 
he left Britain’s capital in June, 
travelling clockwise and aims to 
arrive back in London in August 
or September. He also hopes 
to raise funds for research into 
pancreatic cancer. 

He arrived in Machrihanish, 
Kintyre for dinner at the Old 
Clubhouse last week after sailing 
from Northern Ireland.

Last Thursday, he reached Jura, 
describing his nerve-wracking 
voyage through Corryvrecken as 

his ‘gates of Hell’. On Saturday, 
he reached Oban and was able to 
chill out on shore with his mum 
and dad who were visiting the 
town.

Three people have windsurfed 
around Britain, taking between 
70 and 61 days, the first in 1984 
and two more in 1999, but Jono’s 
is the first unaided effort. 

To track Jono’s whereabouts, 
and to donate to his cause, visit: 
www.windsurfroundbritain.co.uk. 

FAMILY REUNION: Jono Dunnett meets his parents in Oban for a spot of lunch during his voyage around 
Britain t31windsurf06no

Jono sails through ‘gates of 
Hell’ to meet mum and dad   
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

AHOY! Oban’s Raft Race is 
looking forward to fine sailing 
weather when sailors take to 
the water at the annual event on 
Saturday, August 8.

While it is difficult to be precise 
about an actual starting time, 
Jim Edge of the Oban and Lorne 
Lions Club, who run the event, 
said: ‘It will take place as soon as 
the tide is right’.

Jim continued: ‘We are 
dependent on the tides, however 
people should come down at 1pm 
to enjoy the music from Oban FM 
and games for youngsters.

‘It is always a great day out for 
all the family.’

Any group wanting to enter 
a boat should contact brian@
powergeneration.uk.com.

Raft race waits for tide

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Stand-
ards Organisation (IPSO).

We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 

Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SPONSORS
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SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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Across
1 Set a time and place to meet (4)
3 Arrange near each other (5-3)
9 Warm wear for water (3,4)
10 Choker (5)
11 A little impetuous with firing (7-5)
14 Anguish (3)
16 Bristle-like plumes on grass (5)
17 More than one (3)
18 Generous (12)
21 Ado (3-2)
22 Small shield (7)
23 Rich beverage (5,3)
24 Impose, as a tax (4)

Down
1 Business area (8)
2 All together (5)
4 Auction piece (3)
5 Unnecessary fuss (4,3,5)
6 Throwing event (4,3)
7 Old you (4)
8 Alerter (7,5)
12 Type of farm (5)
13 Thick fabric (8)
15 For rings? (7)
19 A diacritical mark (5)
20 Stylish (4)
22 Buzzer (3)

NOCHD deannan math dhaoine 
aig cruinneachadh Tilleadh 
Dhachaigh Ghleann Dail san Eilean 
Sgitheanach Disathairne seo chaidh, 
agus mu dheireadh an fheasgair bha 
faisg air ceud an làthair aig deagh 
chèilidh le fìor cheòl bhon chòmhlan 
òg Ceilear. 

Na bu tràithe feasgar lìbhrig an 
luchd-ciùil clasaichean dha sean is òg 
fad dà uair a thìde agus dh’fhàg sin 
gun robh mòran òigridh mun cuairt, 
agus bu mhath gu dearbh gun do 
dh’fhuirich mòran aca an cuideachd 
inbhich airson na cèilidh. Ged nach 
robh clàr a’ chruinneachaidh cho 
mòr am-bliadhna, bha e sònraichte 
oir bha rudan a-tachairt a bha nan 
clach-mhìle air leth air an obair-
leasachaidh a tha Urras Ghleann 
Dail a’ cur air adhart san sgìre. 

Tha a’ choimhearsnachd a-nise air 
Cidhe Mhèanais a cheannach bho 
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd agus 
tha planaichean leasachaidh gan 
dealbh is ionmhas ga lorg airson na 
h-obrach a chur air adhart. Agus 
bho chionn beagan mhìosan fhuair 
an t-Urras cuideachd sealbh air 
seann Taigh-Sgoile Bhorghadail 
agus chaidh aontachadh goireasan 
aoigheachd, taigh-bìdh, agus ionad 

cultarail a stèidheachadh an sin.  Le 
taic buidheann-comhairleachaidh 
aig am bheil riochdachadh eadar-
nàiseanta, ach leis a’ mhòr-chuid 
dhiubh le ceanglaichean teaghlaich 
ri Gleann Dail, tha iomairt 
foillseachaidh a’ tòiseachadh fon 
ainm Muinntir Ghleann Dail gus 
obair-leasachaidh na sgìre a thoirt gu 
aire an t-saoghail agus gu sònraichte 
gu aire nam feadhna aig am bheil 
freumhan an Gleann Dail.  

Fad còrr air ceud bliadhna bha 
sgoiltean ann an Caileabost, Bòireig, 
agus Borghadal a’ frithealadh na 
sgìre agus ged a tha iad uile dùinte 
a-nise, tha mòran beò a rinn deagh 
iomairt san t-saoghal air a’ bhunait 
foghlaim a fhuair iad annta. Tha 
an obair-dealbhachaidh airson na 
h-obrach aig an sgoil air tòiseachadh 
agus feasgar Disathairne bha 
cothrom aig duine sam bith aig am 
bheil ùidh anns  na tha a’ tachairt 
tadhal aig Talla Coimhearsnachd 
a’ Ghlinne gus a’ chiad dreach de 
chruth ùr na sgoile fhaicinn. Bha iad 
cuideachd air am brosnachadh gus 
beachdan a thoirt, neo molaidhean a 
dhèanamh, air mar a dh’iarradh iad 
fhèin goireasan an ionaid fhaicinn a’ 
tighinn air adhart. 

Tha iomadh dùbhlain ron Urras 
fhathast mus bi an t-seann sgoil 
fosgailte airson aoigheachd, ach 
nuair a bheachdaicheas tu air na 
choilean iad mar-thà, tha an cuid 
dòchais gabhaltach! A’ bruidhinn 
air aoigheachd, cha bu chòir an 
coibhneas a fhuair an fheadhainn 
a dh’fhuiling droch shìde air Fèis 
Chiùil Thiriodh a bhith na annas, 
bha na Tiristich a’ dèanamh mar bu 
dual dhaibh! Mo bheannachd orra.

SKYE’S Glendale homecoming 
programme last Saturday marked a 
significant milestone as the Glendale 
trust presented draft designs for the 
proposed development of Borrodale 
school. 

Alumni of the area’s three former 
schools and community members are 
encouraged to comment and trust 
members hope Borrodale will open 
for hospitality within 30 months.

Speaking of hospitality, warmest 
congratulations to the people of 
Tiree who demonstrated the finest 
traditions of Highland hospitality 
when the island’s music festival was 
disrupted by adverse weather.  

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk 

Power and time are 
of the essence
Sir,
I am glad Mrs Metcalfe has the grace 
to realise some of her scary scenarios 
are not proven.

She may question the veracity of 
some reports but others may wish for 
proof of her assertions.

Some tactics are unacceptable 
when a country’s power supply is at 
stake. Personally I would prefer to 
look out on elegant wind turbines 
turning lazily in the wind rather than 
having power cuts with factories on 
short time and families struggling.

I note Mrs Metcalfe is not a 
NIMBY (Not in My Back Yard). 
What is her solution, bearing in 
mind the development time required 
to make any new technology viable? 
Power and time are of the essence.

R M Davidson, Ardfern.

Caol community 
council gala thanks

Sir,
On behalf on Caol community 
council, we would like to thank 
the following people for donating 
and helping make our gala day a 
success: Fay, Marlene, Linda and 
Donnie at the community centre, 
Highland Council, the Co-op in 
Caol, Nevis Radio, DK design, 
DMD construction, Nevis Bakery, 
Letterfinlay Foods, All round Signs, 
Fort signs, MacDonald brothers 
florists, Hair Design , Beautiful 
Boutique, Samara Murphy, John 
Disher, Travis Perkins, BSW Timber, 
James Hercher Funfair, Brilliant 
Fun Entertainment, Kinky Karma, 
Connal MacBride, James Rosie, 
AA Young Construction, Highlife 
Highland, Fiona and Gail the drivers, 
Crannog Cruises, Catriona Garrick 
and Delicraft for the hampers, 
Maggie French, The Lochy Bar, The 
Moorings Hotel, Ben Nevis Bar, 
Fort William fire service, ambulance 
and paramedics, the coastguards, 
Breckinbridge, Louise and the bottle 
crew, Morrisons, Farmfoods, Nevis 
Highland dancers, Lochaber judo 
club, Lochaber Phoenix Boxers, 
Caitlyn and Codi the gymnasts each 
and every volunteer and committee 
member and everyone that donated 
to the raffle and bottle stall. 

We hope we haven’t missed anyone 
out but without all these people and 

donations the day wouldn’t happen 
so thanks again.

Kirsty Kyle, treasurer, Caol 
community council.

Youngsters deserve a 
dedicated skate park

Sir,
I was reading the July 16 edition 
of the Oban Times and saw the 
story about the new pedestrian 
area in Oban that is being used by 
youngsters as a skateboard and BMX 
park at night. 

Yes, they should not be using the 
area like that but who in their right 
mind designed the area the way it 
is? Of course it will attract young 
people. I do not condone this but 
how much did the area cost?

The cost of a skate and bike park 
would be a fraction of the cost. 

How about we get the local 
community and councils to back 
the idea of a purpose built skate 
and bike park. This would get them 
off the street and promote a healthy 
lifestyle. 

I am trying to find funding for a 
skate and bike park in Kinlochleven 
and the assistance for these sort of 
activates is minimal. It’s a disgrace 
money is unwisely spent and the 
youth again are given a bad name.

The area in Oban is a waste of tax 
payers’ money and the youth deserve 
a dedicated area. 

Mark MacGregor, Kinlochleven.

Islanders’ generosity 
is second to none

Sir,
Tiree must be the most generous 
island I have ever experienced. 

On the Friday, when the weather 
really took hold, islanders opened 
their doors to complete strangers 
attending the music festival. 

We were put to the church where 
we were supplied with hot food 
and drinks. Elspeth MacLean the 
minister is a star and for Neil and 
Iain to be there for us all is beyond 
words. I can not express how lucky 
we at the church and elsewhere were.

Thank you Tiree and Tiree Music 
Festival for organising everything. 
We will be there next year and 
hope to come and personally 
thank everyone that helped us out.
Thank you. 

Ann and Neil MacLeod, Gairloch.

Fantastic Tiree music 
festival weekend
Sir,
A huge thank you and congratulations 
to the Tiree music festival team for 
another fantastic weekend.  

An extra thank you this year for the 
way in which they organised and took 
such good care of us all when wild 
weather hit on the Friday. 

The kindness and hospitality of the 
organisers and islanders was second 
to none.  From transporting us all to 
safe locations, letting us camp out 
and delivering food and water all 
evening; you were all amazing. 

Happy campers from                      
the Ross of Mull.

Caring dedication 
and skill of surgeon 

Sir,
I read with great sadness that Donald 
John Scobie had died on June 18.

Hundreds of his patients will 
mourn for the brilliant surgeon 
whose caring dedication and skill 
restored them to life and health.

It comes as no surprise to learn he 
endured his last illness as he did his 
exhausting life - ‘with courage and 
dignity’. Rest in peace.

Barbara C MacDougall, Mull. 

Drop the fascination 
with wind energy

Sir,
It’s rather odd for the SNP’s Nicola 
Sturgeon to accuse the UK govern-
ment of being anti-business when her 
own administration has blocked both 
fracking and new nuclear plants, 
both of which have the potential to 
create thousands of jobs.

Many people in Scotland are sup-
portive of the subsidy cut. We don’t 
want to see wind farms covering 
every part of rural Scotland, espe-
cially when we already have enough 
to meet our renewable energy 
targets. 

They certainly don’t want to be 
bankrolling them from their electric-
ity bills at a level far above what is 
justified. The SNP has to drop this 
fascination with wind energy and 
instead develop a balanced energy 
policy, with a focus on sources that 
are going to keep the lights on.

Alastair Redman, Islay. 

New rotary club president - 1986
This week’s fl ashback photograph comes from the fi les of the Oban Times. It features Norman Donald after his instal-
lation as president of the Rotary Club of Oban in July 1986. Mr Donald took over from retiring president Ian MacInnes. 

Left to right: J D Gillies, Roy Wood, Norman Donald, Ian MacInnes, Tery MacNair and David Graham. Digital versions 
of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent in to Editor,  The Oban 

Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print returned should include a stamped addressed envelope. 

Macanta on the up
OVER the summer, I have been 
writing about some of the acts per-
forming Gaelic music in Glasgow. 

Recently, a Glasgow band called 
Macanta featured in a high-profile 
advert for Caledonian MacBrayne 
which was aired on ITV. 

On that advert, they were peform-
ing a cover of Supergrass’s ‘Alright’ 
but it is the bilingual material of 
frontman Dòl Eoin Mackinnon that 
first helped Macanta establish them-
selves as a popular band in the city. 

Dòl Eoin is from Scalpay, Harris, 
and was brought up on a healthy mix 
of Gaelic songs and an old tape of his 
favourite musician Buddy Holly. 

It is this combination of influences 
that has formed Macanta’s incredible 
sound - a blend of Gaelic, America-
na, indie and country.

They have performed a number 
of high profile gigs, including slots 
at Celtic Connections, and are cur-
rently gigging a four piece line-up, 
all of whom are based in Glasgow: 
Dòl Eoin himself, guitar and vocals; 
Terry Balfour, guitar, mandolin and 
vocals; Ross B Wilson, double bass); 
and James Grant, drums. 

Macanta’s lastest release was a new 
song by Dòl Eoin called ‘My Favour-
ite Place of Mind’, the lyrics of which 
describe his love for country music.

POPULAR: Macanta rocked Celtic 
Connections earlier this year with 
their unique genre of Gaelic music

Their EP Cron, released in 2011, 
is more Gaelic based but still with 
the strong hint of country music that 
characterises the band. 

Peggy Sue A’ Ghràidh 

DÒL EOIN featured on BBC Alba’s 
Hogmanay Show this year. 

On the show, he sang one of his most 
interesting compositions - a blend 
between the Buddy Holly hit ‘Peggy 
Sue’ and the old Gaelic favourite ‘A’ 
Pheigi a’ Ghràidh’ - entitled Peggy 
Sue, a’ Ghràidh. 

This song was written as a result of 
a truly unbelievable encounter.

On a trip to the states, Dòl Eoin 
was introduced to Peggy Sue herself. 
She told him that, at the time of the 
Buddy Holly song being written, 
she had been dating the bass player 

in Buddy Holly’s band. Holly had 
originally written the song for a girl 
of another name, but his bass player 
persuaded him to change the name 
to Peggy Sue. 

The music of Buddy Holly had 
inspired Dòl Eoin since childhood 
so, on hearing this story from the 
lips of the song’s subject, Dòl Eoin 
decided to pen his own song to mark 
this incredible meeting. 

Dòl Eoin told Peggy Sue about the 
song from the Western Isles called 
A’ Pheigi a’ Ghraidh, which was also 
written in praise of a woman named 
Peggy. 

He told her of his plan to put the 
Ga elic words to the tune of Peggy 
Sue in tribute to the woman herself 
and as a memento from the unlikely 
experience of actually meeting her. 

It has since made its way into 
Macanta’s repertoire and its catch-
iness - along with the brilliant story 
that accompanies it - has won them 
many fans. 

Pub scene 

Park Bar: Thursday July 30: 
Session. Friday July 31: Horo.
Saturday August 1: Heron Valley. 
Sunday August 2: Martainn Skene.

Islay Inn: Friday July 31: Auld Skool. 
Saturday August 1: Crossroads.
Wednesday August 5: quiz night.

Right under our noses, nestling among the hills of 
pastoral Duror, a case of ‘modern-day slavery’ 
unfolded at a rural hotel. The three-year jail 

sentence for rapacious ex-owner Shamsul Arefin, who 
cruelly and cynically exploited four Bangladeshi work-
ers at the Stewart hotel between 2008 to 2010, is to be 
welcomed and applauded.

It is a credit to Police Scotland and Fort William sher-
iff court for gathering the evidence and prosecuting the 
case successfully. 

But most of all, it is a tribute to the courage of the 
four victims who came to Scotland in search of a better 

life, but fell unwittingly into the clutches of grasping, 
shameless Arefin. While he enjoyed the trappings of 
luxury in his London residence, his impoverished work-
ers were trapped in a never-ending cycle of back-break-
ing, demeaning labour and ever-rising debt. 

Their harrowing testimony told to a Fort William jury 
was a catalogue of unremitting misery. In desperation, 
one victim revealed he had contemplated selling a kid-
ney to pay off his debts. Human depravity in the shape 
of Arefin, and human trafficking knows no boundaries. 
This sorry case shows we have to be ever vigilant, even 
in our idyllic surroundings.
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A GROUP of western isles 
creel fishermen have received 
free lifesaving distress alarms 
in memory of colleague Iain 
Mervyn MacLeod. 

Mr MacLeod was 44 when 
he died in a tragic sea accident 
near to his home island of Great 
Bernera, off Lewis, in 2013.

His family set up a campaign 
called Motivated by Mervyn in 
his memory and held a number 
of events to fundraise for safety 
equipment for fishermen. 

In the first round of distribution, 
32 satellite activated personal 
locators have been donated to 
shellfish fishermen in Lewis and 
Harris. 

The beacons can be attached 
to clothing and activated if a 
fisherman falls overboard, is 
injured or the boat is sinking, 
pinpointing his location for 
rescuers. It is hoped this will 
reduce the industry death rate of 
one every two years.

IT HAS been all change on 
the board of West Highland 
college UHI as new members 
are welcomed and others 
depart.

John Hutchison has taken 
on his new role as chairman, 
while the team wave goodbye 
to long-serving vice chair-
woman, Karen MacGregor. 

Ms MacGregor has been 
involved with the college since 
2013 and played a lead role 
in the merger from Lochaber 
college to the wider West 
Highland group. 

She said she has been priv-
ileged to work on the board: 

‘I shall certainly miss being 
so closely involved with West 
Highland college UHI.  It was 
a privilege to play a role in 
the birth and development of 
such a dynamic and successful 
organisation. However, most 
of all, I will miss the many 
inspiring people I have had 
the pleasure of meeting over 
the years.’

Lydia Rohmer, principal 
and chief executive of the 
college, wished her colleague 
well: ‘Karen has long been a 
champion of further and high-
er education initially in her 
local area of Ardnamurchan, 

then throughout region. Since 
my appointment as principal 
in 2013, she has contributed 
her valuable local knowledge 
and insight to her role on the 
board. 

‘She has been a great source 
of wisdom and advice on 
the many initiatives facing 
the educational landscape 
both locally and throughout 
Scotland, always ensuring that 
the success of our students, 
particularly those from rural 
areas are always at the very 
forefront of the college’s deci-
sion-making. We wish Karen 
all the very best for the future.’

MORE should be done to 
increase renewable energy in 
the Outer Hebrides, according 
to Western Isles council.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has set up a steering group 
with Scottish Hydro Electric 
power distribution to find new 
ways to accommodate hydro 
schemes in the islands.

The group met for the first 
time last week to find ways to 
loosen the current network 
restrictions  to increase energy 
generation. 

Calum Iain MacIver, chair-
man of the steering group and 
the comhairle’s director of 
development, said: ‘There is 
huge potential for renewable 
energy in the Outer Hebrides.  

‘The richness of the resource 
has seen many communities 
and individuals investing in 
renewable energy generation. 
That investment has taken 
the local grid to its absolute 
physical capacity. 

‘Major transmission rein-
forcement, in due course, will 
alleviate the situation, but in 
the meantime it is essential 
innovative ways are found to 
release additional capacity to 
facilitate further community 
projects.’

WEST Highland politician, 
Ian Blackford, added time 
travel to his list of new 
parliamentary activities when 
he experienced life in the 19th 
century.

The Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber MP took a walk 
down ‘Victorian Street’, 
an initiative by WaterAid, 
showing the sights and smells 
of the era when open sewage 
ran through roads and rivers.  

The initiative marks 150 
years of modern sewers in 
Britain and forms part of the 
charity’s campaign to end the 
global water and sanitation 
crisis. 

Mr Blackford said: ‘It has 
been eye-opening seeing 
what life was like in Victorian 
Britain when people lacked 
access to safe water and 
there was no decent sewerage 
system. 

‘Investment in water and 
sanitation had a huge impact 
on our health and develop-
ment. 

‘I am proud the UK parlia-
ment has made the historic 
commitment to ending global 
poverty, investing 0.7 per cent 
of our national income in 
international development. 

‘As we develop the sustaina-
ble goals for addressing global 
development, it is clear water 
and sanitation must play a 
central role,’ he added.

A WOMAN and a man were 
remanded in custody after they 
arrived at Fort William sheriff court 
too drunk to have their cases heard.

Margaret Gemmell, of Young Place 
in Fort William, and Gary Milligan, 
of East Kilbride, were to appear 
on separate charges last Tuesday, 
but ended up held overnight and 
charged with contempt of court.

Electrician Milligan, 33, was in the 
dock at the town’s sheriff court on 
Tuesday 21 July, to plead guilty to a 
string of driving offences - including 
drink driving - but was incoherent 
to the point he could not instruct 
his solicitor on his defence. He 
appeared before Sheriff Richard 
Davidson again on Wednesday. 

Defence solicitor, Hamish Melrose, 
said: ‘He was here speaking to me 
at 10am. But his case wasn’t called 
until 3pm. By that time he had taken 
lunch break drinks, which topped up 
the alcohol he had taken the night 
before and he was the worse the 
wear for drinking.’

Milligan, who lives with his parents 
in East Kilbride, is working on the 
construction of a school in Fort 
William and has been in the area 
for five weeks. He pleaded guilty 
to driving a colleague’s car without 
permission or a licence and after 
consuming alcohol.

Sheriff Davidson has requested a 
background report and sentencing 
was deferred to September 15.

Gemmell was so drunk on her 
arrival at court she refused to be 
searched by security guards and 
claimed she had been ‘singled out’.

She appeared last Wednesday 
morning on two charges of contempt 
of court and for assaulting a police 
officer.

Gemmell pleaded guilty to kicking 
a female officer on the leg after she 
was arrested on March 20 this year.

The 35-year-old was described as 
‘violent and aggressive’ during the 
incident by procurator fiscal, Kelly 
Mitchell.

Her defence solicitor, Stephen 
Kennedy, told the court that 
Gemmell had recently ‘come off’ a 
methadone programme at the time 

of the incident and ‘was not finding 
it easy’.

He added that Gemmell’s use of 
alcohol had contributed to her state 
on arrival at court the previous day, 
but that she ‘was not someone to 
bury her head’.

Sheriff Davidson said: ‘She will 
not be the first person who has 
substituted drug addiction with 
alcohol and it is to Miss Gemmell’s 
credit that she has been able to 
tackle her addiction.’

Sheriff Davidson emphasised the 
seriousness of the assault charge and 
said she was ‘in serious trouble’. 

He requested a background 
report ahead of her sentencing on 
September 15. 

A FORMER soldier has been awarded a 
long-service medal for his dedication to 
training cadets in Lochaber.

Flight lieutenant Walter Liddell, 59, has 
served as an officer in the air training 
corps for 12 years.

At just 13 years old, Lieutenant Liddell 
started out as a cadet with Lochaber Air 
Cadets 1730. His own experience spurred 
him on to joining the army, where he went 
on to serve with the Scots Guards and the 
special forces. For the past 12 years, Lieu-
tenant Liddell has nurtured and trained 
cadets aged between 13-20.

The modest Fort William man said: ‘I 
don’t do very much. I make sure the cadets 
are up-to-date with their training and help 
them to get qualified, but the people in the 
offices do much more. It is seeing them 

when they first join to seeing them leaving 
with all the life skills that they learn. That 
is one of the highlights.’

Now the cadet officer is driving a 
recruitment and retention campaign for 
the Lochaber organisation. And in recent 
years, the corps has helped the career path 
of two of its members.

Lieutenant Liddell said: ‘One of the boys 
is now in the Royal Air Force and one of 
the girls is a police officer in Fort William. 
She is actually the youngest traffic officer 
in the area and an officer is going to come 
in and talk to our cadets to let them see 
what opportunities the skills they learn 
now can open for them.’

To find out more about the air cadet 
organisation and to meet current serving 
cadets call 01397 703565.

A SAFER FUTURE: creelmen from Lewis and Harris were among the fi rst to receive lifesaving safety 
equipment, paid for by fundraising by Norma MacLeod, front left, and her daughter, Amy MacLeod, 
front right. Centre is Duncan MacInnes, manager with the Western Isles fi sheries training association 

Duncan MacInnes, manager 
with the Western Isles fisheries 
training association, is confident 
the equipment will saves lives.

He said: ‘If you are wearing 
one of these devices, the rescue 
services will be with you almost 
immediately. 

‘There’s no question about it, 
even wearing a lifejacket you 
could be in the sea and no-one 
knows you need help until you 
don’t come back in the evening. 
Identifying the position of a 
casualty at sea as soon as possible 
is of paramount importance.’ 

Mr MacLeod’s 18-year-old 
daughter, Amy, threw herself 
into fundraising events after her 
father’s death and helped to raise 
thousands for national charities 
before switching her focus to 
fishermen’s safety.

She said: ‘All the money raised 
was going to all these different 
charities but we didn’t know what 
was happening with it or who it 
was helping because they were 
such big organisations. I am a 
lot happier now the money is 
going to help fishermen in the 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

community and knowing it will 
actually make a difference on 
the island.’

Amy’s mother, Norma 
MacLeod, said her family is 
passionate about the fishing 
industry: ‘Because we live on 
an island, there are so many 
accidents and people are lost at 
sea. With these beacons it should 
be easier to search for someone 
and save a lot of time if an 
accident did occur. My husband 
was a fisherman for many years. 

‘In Bernera you are used to 
being around the sea. He was 
always out at sea and we were 
always out at sea with him.

 ‘We know how hard it is trying 
to making a living at the fishing. 
It’s not always easy for fishermen 
to get spare money to buy things, 
so we thought we could help and 
give them something back. We 
will keep on fundraising as there 
are a lot of fishermen who could 
do with this device.’ 

Eventually, the family hopes 
to supply all fishermen in the 
Western Isles with the safety 
beacons. 

Pair locked up overnight after arriving 
at court too drunk to have cases heard 

HONOURED: Walter Liddell was presented with a medal for long 
service by Christine Copsey   

Walter’s dedication to 
cadet corps is honoured

Lifesaving memories of Mervyn
MOTIVATED FUNDRAISING FAMILY DONATES PERSONAL DISTRESS ALARMS TO FISHERMEN IN LEWIS AND HARRIS

STEP BACK IN TIME: Lochaber MP Ian Blackford, right, experienced 
life in Victorian Britain

ALL CHANGE: Karen MacGre-
gor has stepped down from 
the West Highland college 

UHI board

Karen moves on from college board

FILM buffs can follow in the 
footsteps of their favourite 
characters and tour the High-
lands with the help of a new 
‘movie map’.

In a joint project between 
Visit Scotland and Highland 
council, the map highlights 
50 filming locations in the 
region, featuring everything 
from Hollywood blockbusters 
to low-budget horrors.

As well as world-famous 
landmarks, Glenfinnan via-
duct, Eilean Donan castle and 
Glencoe, the guide features 
lesser known locations and a 
section dedicated to Skye. 

Councillor Audrey Sinclair, 
chairwoman of Highland 

council’s planning, develop-
ment and infrastructure com-
mittee, said: ‘The Highlands 
has a great history of being 
used as a movie location and 
we also know this can be a sig-
nificant factor in encouraging 
people to visit the Highlands 
to experience our fantastic 
scenery.’

Jenni Steele, Visit Scotland’s 
film and creative marketing 
manager, added: ‘This fantas-
tic map is an indispensable 
guide to movies shot in the 
Highlands.’

The map is available from 
Visit Scotland information 
centres and to download at 
www.visitscotland.com/films

IN THE FRAME: Glenfi nnan viaduct, popular with Harry Potter 
fans, features in a new Highlands movie map

Movie map of Highlands MP steps back in time to 
back Water Aid campaign

Innovation needed 
to power ahead
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The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

Who is it? Stepping Stone Restaurant

If you would like your business to feature in 
our weekly Food & Drink column call us on

01631 568000

This week...

Stepping Stone Restaurant 
original recipe

Carrageen Jelly Recipe

Stepping Stone Restaurant serves up Scottish favourites 
using the local bounty of land and sea in the heart of 
Balivanich on the Isle of Benbecula.

Stepping Stone serves meals from 11am- 9pm with 
freshly made hot breakfast rolls and selections including 
fi sh and chips, Barra Scampi with daily specials off ered on 
our chalkboard. The children’s menu is available all day 
with smaller portions if required. 

Dinner is served from 6pm with seasonal and local 
options - local seafood like king scallop, crab meat, and 
langoustine alongside Uist lamb, venison and Salar 
smoked salmon.

There are mouth-watering home-made desserts like 
cheesecake, pavlova and clootie dumpling and a unique 
island special, Carrageen jelly, made from milk and 
seaweed.

Stepping Stone has a casual, relaxed atmosphere, with 
a cosy seating area and large picture windows. Located 
near the airport and post offi  ce, Stepping Stone is worth 
a trip to this beautiful and tranquil part of the world. Visit 
steppingstone10.tripod.com/ or phone 01870 603377 for 
dinner reservations.

Ingredients

• Fresh Milk
• Dried Carrageen

Slowly bring to boil and stir continuously for two minutes. 
Strain through a muslin and pour into glasses. Served chilled 
with cream and stewed rhubarb.

What do they do?
Scottish favourites using the local bounty 
of land and sea

Where can I find them?
In the heart of Balivanich on the Isle of 
Benbecula

THIS year’s West Ard-
namurchan Show and 
Sports event proved 
to be the peninsula’s 
biggest and most 
successful in years, 
according to members 
of the public.

After the original 
organising committee 
disbanded in 2014, a 
group of Ardnamur-
chan locals united to 
form the show and 

sports committee last 
year.

Led by Rosie Curtis, 
the committee gener-
ated a wider interest in 
the games and people 
who were visiting the 
area on holiday even 
took part in events held 
on the pitch at Pier 
Road in Kilchoan on 
Saturday.

Rosie said: ‘A big 
thank you to the com-

mittee this year and 
everyone for coming 
out for us. 

‘Without people com-
ing this day would not 
have happened.

‘We were blessed with 
glorious weather and 
everyone has worked 
together and worked 
hard this year to make 
it happen.’

The main events were 
the heavyweight shot 

putt, hammer throw 
and the sheaf toss.

There were more 
than 10 men taking 
part, but it was James 
Campbell from Mull 
who took the trophy 
winning each section 
and overall.

The farming show 
was a success for 
Angus Cameron, 
from Kilchoan, 
whose three-year-

old ewe sheep won him 
the overall champion 
of the blackface for the 
second year in a row.

Families lounged 
in seating areas and 
enjoyed picnics under 
the sun. 

There was football 
for youngsters 

and they took 
part in egg 
‘n’ spoon 
races, runs 

and bean bag contests.
One local man said: 

‘I don’t remember ever 
seeing such a turnout 
for the show and sports.  

‘The committee has 
done a fantastic job 

turning it around this 
year.’

There were hill races 
for ladies and men 
and adult bean bag 
races too. Rosie added: 
‘Here’s to next year!’

From left: Craft judges were Sine Ferguson, 
Hannah Hunter and Kathryn Blakeley 21_f31kilchoan05

Great turnout for Ardnamurchan show and sports

Angus Cameron won champion of the blackface 
sheep and reserve with his shearland tup 

21_f31kilchoan02

Aidan Braid, three, was camera 
shy after winning the running 

race  21_f31kilchoan18

One-year-old Sonny Emerson was supporting 
dad, Bob, in the heavyweight competitions 

21_f31kilchoan13

From left: Carolyn Dudley, Andrew Kitts and Steff  
Kitts with Tussock the dog, who was set to show off  

his stuff  in the pet parade   21_f31kilchoan11

From left: 
Diane 

Todd, Pat 
Glenley and 
Rosie Curtis. 
21_f31kilchoan22

John Cameron, of Kilchoan, won 
champion of the cross section with this 

three-month-old black cheviot lamb. 
21_f31kilchoan01

Two-year-old Logan 
Campbell was out to 
support his dad James 
in the heavyweight 
games  21_f31kilchoan09

Girls take part in the aged 7-8 running race 
21_f31kilchoan19

Duncan  Logan and Marjory Kennedy manned 
the entrance  21_f31kilchoan07

In the under 18s category, 
Megan Curtis, eight, came 

second, Alan Curtis, four, took 
the trophy in fi rst place and 

Andrew MacPhail, nine, came 
third  21_f31kilchoan03

Kathryn Cunningham took trophy for best 
home-grown fl ower. it was presented in an old 

boot she found at her allotment in Kilchoan 
21_f31kilchoan04

The bouncy castle company had a fl at tyre en route to the 
show, but committee members played games with the 

children instead  21_f31kilchoan06

Lauren O’Connell, two, won 
the girls’ running race for her

age category 
and kept on 

running until 
mum chased 

her down 
21_f31kilchoan17

Harris Cameron, three, was 
pictured with mum, Moira, after 

coming second in the boys aged 3 
and under running race

21_f31kilchoan16

Games winner 
James Campbell 

prepares to throw 
the hammer 
21_f31kilchoan21

Overall winner of 
the games, James 
Campbell, 26, 
throwing the 
shot putt
21_f31kilchoan14

Bert Cameron takes his turn on the shot putt  21_f31kilchoan12



Thursday 30 July, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 13LEISURE

Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS

MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and 
Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 
2100 David Cullen, 2200 American Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni 
Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 
Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 
Comfort Zone with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 
2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 
2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 1845 Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema,
community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

31 JULY 2015 - 06 AUGUST 2015

INSIDE OUT  (U)
Fri, Sun, Tue, Thu: 13:00,15:15,20:15; Sat: 13:00,15:15,17:30,19:45; 
Mon, Wed: 15:15,17:30,19:45,22:00

INSIDE OUT 3D  (U)
Fri, Sun, Tue, Thu: 19:00

MINIONS  (PG)
Daily: 10:45

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION  (12A)
Fri, Sun, Tue, Thu: 13:20,16:10,17:30,21:20; Sat: 12:20,15:10,18:00,20:45
Mon: 13:20,16:10,19:00,21:45; Wed: 12:50,15:40,21:35

MYSTERY MOVIE (15)
Wed: 19:00

SHREK (U)
Sat: 10:00

SONG OF THE SEA (PG)
Fri, Sun, Tue, Thu: 11:00; Mon: 11:00,13:00; Wed: 13:00

FILM SYNOPSIS

MINIONS
Hilarious animated family fun. Minions live to serve, but fi nd themselves 
working for a continual series of unsuccessful masters, from T. Rex to 
Napoleon. Without a master to grovel for, the Minions fall into a deep 
depression. But one minion, Kevin, has a plan; accompanied by his pals 
Stuart and Bob, Kevin sets forth to fi nd a new evil boss for his brethren to 
follow.

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE – ROGUE NATION. 
12A – 146mins
Ethan and team take on their most impossible mission yet, eradicating the 
Syndicate - an International rogue organization as highly skilled as they 
are, committed to destroying the IMF.

INSIDE OUT. 
U – 122mins
After a girl moves to a new home, her emotions are plunged into chaos as 
they compete for control of her mind.

MYSTERY MOVIE
15 – 133mins
Buy your ticket for just £4.50, sit back, and let us entertain you! 
Suggestions for upcoming months’ Mystery Movies greatly appreciated!

SHREK (KIDS CLUB)
U – 87mins
After his swamp is fi lled with magical creatures, an ogre agrees to rescue a 
princess for a villainous lord in order to get his land back.

SONG OF THE SEA
PG – 114mins
Saoirse is a child who is the last of the selkies, women in Irish and Scottish 
legends who transform from seals into people. She escapes from her 
grandmother’s home to journey to the sea and free fairy creatures trapped 
in the modern world.

Oban High School pipe band played for the crowd 15_t31tobermory23

Murdo Masterson, 16, puts 
his strength in his throw 

15_t31tobermory34

Highland dancers 
compete in the 

‘fl ing’  
15_t31tobermory17

Heavies judge, 
Brian Robin
15_t31tobermory24

Mull runner leads 
the fi eld 
15_t31tobermory35

Dancers on the stage  
in the games fi eld   

15_t31tobermory8

Lorne Colthart 
from Lismore 
15_t31tobermory19

Libby Maclean is presented with her trophies by 
Sir Lachlan. 15_t31tobermory1

A wee tired one gets a lift from 
his daddy at the start of the long 
march up the hill. 15_t31tobermory2

Babs Whyte makes sure there is an even jumping fi eld 15_t31tobermory15

Tony Daff ron 15_t31tobermory14

The Oban and Lorn dancers 15_t31tobermory10

Sir Lachlan MacLean with Aaron Hussein 15_t31tobermory03Tony Daff rey with Eric MacIntyre 15_t31tobermory27

The big girls, race 15_t31tobermory29 The wee girls, race 15_t31tobermory28

Oban High School pipers take part in the march 
15_t31tobermory6

A wee tipple at the Tobermory distillery with 
the MacLeod boys and Graeme the distillery 

manager  15_t31tobermory4

First aiders John Clayton, Sandra Clayton, Jenny Reddaway and Chris 
Baker 15_t31tobermory12

High fl yer
15_t31tobermory14

The veterans’ race 15_t31tobermory20

The big boys’ race 15_t31tobermory31

Adult dancers  15_t31tobermory11
Ciara Roger and Sir Lachlan 

15_t31tobermory2

Coach, Duncan MacIntyre, with his ‘team’ 
15-t31tobermory38

Pretty in pink, Elizabeth Wilson  
15_t31tobermory25

Ronnie Campbell MC 
15_t31tobermory18

IT WAS a day to be remembered 
for all the right reasons at Mull 
Highland Games last Thursday at 
Erray Park, Tobermory. 

Firstly there was the great weath-
er, albeit intermittently, there was 
a crowd in good voice and a wide 
range of competitiors.

Of course there was the excep-
tional Mull welcome and the many 
volunteers all relaxing, having 
put the field up over the previous 
seven nights.

It was certainly worth it for the 
competitors who ‘almost’, on a few 
occasions, came close to toppling 
long-held field records.

But the best of the day was 
getting out and about and meeting 
friends old and new for the annual 
mix of fun and laughter that is 
Mull Highland Games.

The games are also a gathering 
of clans with a proud Mull asso-
ciation. 

The MacLean Clan showed off 

their numbers with visitors from 
near and far making a trip to 
the island, while the MacIntyres 
represented families both on and 
off the island.

The Macleod family, who own 
the Tobermory Hotel and the Gal-
leon Grill, and take on the bulk of 
the organising of the event, work 
hard behind the scenes to make 
sure everything goes according to 
plan on the day.

Mull Highland Games -
another fi ne day to remember
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Oban U3A
Tuesday 4 August 2015 

at 10.30am
Studio Theatre 
and café area, 

Corran Halls, Oban
A warm welcome to 

members new and old 
for our monthly coffee 

and chat meeting.

AnComunn
Gàidhealeach

CRUACHAN  BRANCH
SUMMER CEILIDH
Thursday 30th July 
Taynuilt Village Hall 

at 7.30pm
Admission £4, 
Members £3,  

Children (5-16 yrs) £2

The Great 
Western 

Crafters &
Producers Market

Saturday, August 1

10.30am - 4pm

Collection for Oban 
Community Playpark

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

OBAN HIGH SCHOOL 
PIPE BAND

PLUS 
HIGHLAND DANCERS

MCCAIGS TOWER
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6TH 

@ 7PM
WEATHER PERMITTING
ANOTHER LOCAL EVENT 

ORGANISED BY OBAN 
AND LORN LIONS CLUB

Advertise in the
Community
Noticeboard

for just £16.21
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Lochgilphead          Wed 5 - Fri 7 Aug
Port Ellen                 Sat 8 - Mon 10 Aug
Tarbert Loch Fyne  Tue 11 Aug 
Tighnabruaich        Wed 12 Aug

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Book now at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the 
cinema 30 mins before screenings: Cash only, no cards. £7.50 
Adults. Concessions £5.50.

Minions (U) 91 mins  

05/08 at 5.30pm, 06/08 at 5.30pm, 07/08 at 5.30pm, 
08/08 at 5.30pm, 09/08 at 5.30pm, 10/08 at 2pm, 11/08 
at 5.30pm, 12/08 at 5.30pm
Slow West (15) 83 mins   
05/08 at 8.30pm, 10/08 at 8.30pm
Spy (15) 120 mins    06/08 at 8.30pm, 08/08 at 8.30pm
Jurassic World (12A) 124 mins    
07/08 at 8.30pm, 09/08 at 8.30pm, 10/08 at 5.30pm, 
11/08 at 8.30pm
Far From the Madding Crowd (12A) 119 mins    
12/08 at 8.30pm

  

There is nothing like a High-
land Games circuit to whet the 
appetite for a whisky.
After a wonderfully full day 
of compering the Taynuilt 
gathering I was invited to try a 
Dalwhinnie 15 year-old.
I have seen this bottle 
sitting on the shelf in Oban’s 
finest whisky shop and Grant 
Nicholson, its assistant, has 
oft asked me to try it.
I was fearful there was more 
in the handsome looking 
bottle than in the grain.
I was wrong - completely wrong. There 
is something about that Dalwhinnie 
that delights.

I was surprised at its smooth-
ness and the deliciousness of 
its fresh and fine taste. 
This is a Speyside from the 
highest distillery in Scotland.
I sat with it, ruminating on the 
nature of Highland games for 
many hours after the caber 
tossing and wellie winging had 
ceased.
The rain-sodden pitch dried in 
the warm evening sun and the 
Dalwhinnie made a great day 
an even better one. 
Mr Lee who is not a fan of the 

Highland games may change his mind 
now there is a good 
malt on the go.  Louise Glen 

SCOTTISH 
GARDENS 
EAS MHOR 

CLACHAN SEIL 
SEIL ISLAND

GARDEN OPEN 
SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
1ST/2ND AUGUST 

2.00 P.M. - 5.30 P.M. 
PLANT STALL

HOME MADE TEAS

THIS year’s Ceolas summer school 
festival is dubbed the ‘best ever’ as 
it attracts international artists.
 The music and dance event held 
annually in Daliburgh, South 
Uist, saw 111 people take part in 
17 classes of song, piping, fiddle, 
dance and Gaelic during the 
six-day schedule. 
  The event attracted international 
participants from Germany, 
Switzerland, Japan, Canada and 
Singapore, which complimented 
the predominantly Scottish 
festival. From July 5 until July 10, 
a host of adults and youths took 

part in piping, and fiddle tuition 
sessions, while teachers could take 
part in a course to improve their 
Gaelic.
  The summer school’s opening 
event, Welcome Ceilidh, hosted by 
the community was packed and,
in what some people called the 
‘best Ceolas ever’, a house ceilidh 
was also a success yet again.
  Pipers who played to audiences in 
Daliburgh were said to be ‘nerv-
ous’ because of the local language 
skills and the community’s passion 
for Gaelic medium, but put on an 
outstanding performance.

  The musical parade from Garry-
hellie to Clach an t-Sagart was led 
by Jessie Steele on Thursday, and
the fiddle and dance night at St 
Peter’s hall gave musicians and 
dancers their opportunity to shine, 
and provided a platform for local 
dancers to strut their stuff too.
  Local singing group, Guthan an 
Iar, put on a powerful performance 
at both the festival’s welcome 
ceilidh and the singers’ night.
  Iain MacDonald, the artistic 
director, hopes that Ceolas 2016 
will live up to the legacy this year’s 
sell-out has left behind.

The teachers’ Gaelic class f31ceolas01no

Best
ever

The wind ensemble of the Scottish chamber orchestra 
will play in Ballachulish village hall tonight

MEMBERS of the Scottish 
chamber orchestra are set to 
perform in Ballachulish tonight 
(Thursday), following the 
success of the group’s previous 
concerts in the village. 

The wind ensemble will take to 
the stage in Ballachulish village 
hall from 7.30pm to perform 
solos and as a group.

And they will also be joined by 
the orchestra’s oboe section to 

perform a varied programme of 
classics from Mozart to Romeo 
and Juliet. 

Tickets are available from the 
Quarry centre, Ballachulish, or 
online at www.sco.org.uk.

Ensemble will be blowing 
in the wind at Ballachulish

SINGER, broascaster and 
Obanite, Anne Lorne Gillies 
celebrates her 70th birthday 
at the opening night of Blas 
Music Festival.

The festival, that will take 
place over nine days across 
the Highlands and Argyll, 
will use this as an opportu-
nity to celebrate her many 
musical achievements. 

Arthur Cormack OBE of 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal, who 
will be making a rare singing 
appearance at the event, 
said: ‘We are delighted to be 
able to celebrate the career 
of one of our foremost Gaelic 
singers at this year’s Blas 
Festival.  

‘We seem to honour people 
most often after they have 
left us but I am delighted 
Blas will celebrate the voice 
and career of someone still 

very much with us.’
Anne Lorne Gillles, a 

former Oban High School 
pupil, who won a Mòd 
gold medal as a teenager, 
said: ‘It would have been 
impossible to assemble a 
cast of absolutely everyone 
I have worked with over the 
years but the line-up we have 
brought together is notable 
for all sorts of reasons and 
includes Arthur Cormack, 
Kathleen MacInnes, as well 
as one of my own relations, 
Angus Macleod, from 
Inverness. 

‘I am more than delighted 
that my daughters, Mar-
sali and Raghnaid, will be 
coming from Sarajevo and 
England to appear alongside 
me and my accompanying 
musicians.’

Anne will celebrate her 70th 
birthday at festival

THE Duchess of Argyll marks 
50-days to go until the Best of the 
West festival with a mouth-water-
ing feast. 
  The family-friendly festival, a 
two-day celebration of the best 

local food, drink and music from 
the West of Scotland, is held in the 
picturesque grounds of Inveraray 
Castle on September 12 and 13. 
Tickets are on sale now from 
http://www.bowfest.co.uk

THE SEASHORE will be brought 
to the middle of Fort William 
High street as part of a fun-filled 
event in Cameron square today 
(Thursday).

There will be games and quizzes 
to learn more about Lochaber 
waters as well as map drawing and 
an exhibition inside the nearby West 
Highland museum  as part of a ‘Sea 
to Summit’ project by Highland 
council, Nevis Landscape partner-
ship and the Highland seashore 
biodiversity project. 

The family fun day kicks off from 
11am and all activities are free.

THE Scottish Affairs Committee 
has launched an inquiry into the 
creative industries in Scotland.

The committee will look at 
the contribution of the creative 
industries in Scotland in regards 
to employment and the economy, 
and will consider how UK policy 
affects these industries.

Pete Wishart MP, chair of the 
committee, said: ‘The creative in-
dustries in Scotland have a proud 
history and are also extremely 
important to the Scottish and UK 
economies in the present day, 
employing tens of thousands of 
people and contributing billions of 
pounds to the economy.

‘The Scottish Government has 
designated the creative industries 
as one of the key growth sectors in 
Scotland, but there is also a need 
to consider the UK-wide context. 

‘We want to examine how the 
policies of the UK Government 
affect these industries and how 
they could better support the 
creative industries in Scotland.’HIGHLAND musicians per-

formed in Scotland’s capital city 
as part of an event by the national 
youth orchestra.

Six pupils from the region, 
including Anthony Hook, tuba 
player and Lochaber high 
school pupil, took to the stage at 
Grefriars Kirk in Edinburgh. 

The show was attended by High-
land council’s music development 
officer, Norma Bolton.

She said: ‘The six Highland 
students who have been members 
of the National Youth Orchestra 
of Scotland’s junior orchestra 

this year have had a wonderful 
experience, working with leading 
tutors and the emerging young 
conductor, Holly Mathieson.  For 
students who are able to make 
the commitment to any of the 
ensembles following successful 
auditions, the overall experience 
takes everything we are able to 
offer musicians in Highland to 
the next level. It is a credit to the 
solid foundations we are able to 
build in young musicians’ groups 
that so many can rise to the even 
greater challenges of national 
ensembles.’

Countdown is on 
to feast of fun

Contribution 
of creatives

‘Water’ show 
in town centre

Capital performance by 
local young musicians

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



T
he 68th West Highland 
Yachting Week (WHYW) 
starts this Saturday 
(August 1) at Craobh 

Marina and the regatta this 
year welcomes over 80 boats 
to enjoy not only great sailing 
but a camaraderie that is quite 
special to this event. 

Tunnock’s is the major 
sponsor of WHYW and there 
is support from Argyll and 
Bute Council, Malin Waters, 
Tobermory Harbour Associ-
ation, Gaelforce Marine and 
help from West Coast Motors, 
Caledonian MacBrayne and 
Flit Self Drive. 

With origins dating back 
as far as 1882, this unique 
‘moving’ regatta takes in 
Oban and Tobermory as well 
as Craobh as the three ports of 
call.  Passage races move the 
fl eet from port to port with 
racing taking place off  each 
venue. 

Feeder races planned for 
2015 are from Oban, Gigha 
and Bangor, Northern Ireland. 
These bring the fl eet to enjoy 
the hospitality at Craobh 
Marina over the fi rst two days 
of the regatta. The Lord of the 
Isles hosts the grand opening 
party on Saturday which sets 
the social scene for the week 
ahead. 

For WHW is as much about 
the social side of sailing as the 
competitive racing. For many 
people it’s a chance to catch 
up on old friends, many they 

only see at this event, as well 
as make new acquaintances. 

Often the event has up to 
three generations taking part 
- children who competed as 
youngsters are now skipper-
ing their own boats with their 
own families.

 It is truly an event for every-
one – from families or those 
short handed on crew who 
want to take part in the white 
sail classes to the highest level 
of competitive sailors in the 
spinnaker classes.

WHYW chairman Andy Knox 
said: ‘Approaching the 68th 
anniversary of this unique 
event in sailing, we look for-
ward to continuing to provide 
an enjoyable week of sport 
and social activities. Not only 
is this type of event nowhere 
else to be found but it brings 
much needed revenue to local 
communities in this area.’

A mix of racing
With a mix of passage 

and Olympic style racing 
throughout the week, WHYW 
also off ers great fl exibility to 
do only a few days or compete 
in the entire series. 

Back in 1882 there were only 
two classes – one for yachts 
over 40 tons and one for those 
under this weight!  133 years 
later there up to ten racing 
classes separated by handicap 
with the spinnaker classes 
known as The Tunnock’s Fleet 
and the Argyll Fleet for the 
white sail classes when the 

fl eets race separately. This 
refl ects the sponsorship of the 
event from both Tunnock’s 
and from Argyll and Bute 
Council. 

Returning for another year 
to run the racing is Principal 
Race Offi  cer Malcolm MacGre-
gor who is hugely experienced 
in the fi eld. David Wilkie from 
Kilmelford and George Seaton 
from Oban work alongside 
Malcolm as Race Offi  cers for 
the feeder races and white sail 
classes. 

Malcolm said: ‘We are very 
much looking forward to this 
year’s event. WHYW off ers 
such a variety of racing there 
is something for everyone 
and we hope the mix of races 
off ered in both passage and 
‘round the cans’ will give all 
the competitors an enjoyable 
week.’ 

Feeder races converge on 
Craobh Marina on Saturday 
August 1 for the launch of 
the event. Marina manager 
Alastair Spence said: ‘Craobh 
is looking forward to hosting 
the start of the week, particu-
larly with the fl eet staying two 
nights. We always endeavour 
to make sure everyone has a 
great time at the marina. Half 
price berthing is off ered for all 
WHYW competitors and our 
all facilities building at Craobh 
will service the fl eet.’ Facilities 
for yachts are also available at 
nearby Kilmelford, Crinan and 
Ardfern.

Under starters orders for the
2015 West Highland Yachting Week!

Photo courtesy of Ron Cowan
www.yachtingimages.co.uk



The Race Programme

Where to see the fl ee

Sunday August 2nd The Craobh Race

The Points Series starts on Sunday and due to popular demand the fl eet will 

once again race off  Craobh in Loch Melfort. This race started last year and 

proved a success giving an overall distance of around 23 miles. Circumnav-

igating Shuna island twice, this course gives some close and challenging 

racing for all classes

Monday August 3rd Craobh to Oban

Ranked as one of the most scenic passage races in the world the fl eet comes 

together again for the race to Oban through Fladda and Insh to the fi nish 

north of Kerrera, in all a distance of around 20 miles. 

Tuesday August 4th Firth of Lorn 

The Firth of Lorn racing sees yachts divide into those racing with spinnakers, 

the Tunnock’s Fleet and the restricted sail classes, the Argyll Fleet racing 

separately in the Firth of Lorn. 

The Argyll Fleet sails an inshore course to the south in the Firth of Lorn 

taking in Bach Island, Insh and marks off  Ardencaple and Loch Feochan. The 

colourful Tunnock’s fl eet races round the cans off  Ganavan on Olympic style 

‘Round the cans’ courses. Wind permitting there will be two races for the 

Tunnock’s fl eet. 
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Saturday

Craobh Marina—with the mass of yachts mustered 

for WHYW’s grand opening party

Sunday

Watch the fl eet head out from Craobh Marina from 

0900 from the end of the causeway to the start off  

Craobh and in Loch Melfort. 

Monday

See the fl eet starting off  from Craobh from 1100 

onwards and sailing down Loch Melfort. Cullipool, 

Easdale Island and Ellenabeich off er good vantage 

points to see the racing where the fl eet comes 

together.

When in Oban yachts berth at Oban Marina, off  Oban 

Sailing Club at Oban Bay Community Berthing,  the 

Esplanade or at Dunstaff nage Marina. 

Tuesday

Best views from Dunollie P

Ganavan and Dunstaff nag

Also from Dunstaff nage C

the Tunnock’s Fleet race r

Ganavan or the west side

fl eet. 

Wednesday

Views from Oban Espla

from 1200 to see the ya

Also Dunstaffnage Mar

Castle headland for th

the start of the race. P

CalMac ferry to Craign

through the Firth of L

the Sound by Lismore

Tobermory Bay.

WEST HIGHLAND 
Photo courtesy of Ron Cowan
www.yachtingimages.co.uk
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WISHING ALL 
COMPETITORS 

THE BEST OF LUCK 
DURING WHYW

Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR

Tel: 01631 720485 01631 720545
Email: info@owensails.com

Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

NEW FOR 2015 - SHOWERS, 
LAUNDRY AND TOILET FACILITIES

Mallaig 
Marina

O
ban’s Graham 
Anderson and 
team on his Hanse 
371 Lucky Ned 

Pepper is back to race  
alongside Steven Foreith 
in Shadowfax.  Anne and 
Andrew Campbell’s X34 
Ajax, also based in Oban, 
sails this year in a restricted 
sail class. James Hardie of 
Oban races his Grand Soleil 
40 Taz and Mid Argyll’s Brian 
Robertson is another WHYW 
stalwart with his X332 Celtic 
Spirit - always a competitive 
boat. Adrian Laycock also 
returns with a local team 
aboard Prime Cut.

More local competition 
comes from Joey Gough 
with Tangle o’the Isles, Eric 
and Irena Chapman with 
their Sigma 33 Amber Haze 
and Colin Crawford with his 
Dehler 34 Nimrod, all from 
Oban Sailing Club. Racing 
alongside in his Dehler 34 is 
David Cooper from Glencoe 

Boat Club.
Campbeltown’s Owen 

McManus with his X332 is 
also a regular, this year in 
restricted sail Class 2 while 
fellow CSC sailor Dougie 
Reid pitches up in Class 
7. Class 8 has strong local 
contention with Darren 
Taylor of Tayvallich with his 
SK700 Bluefi n and Alison 
Chadwick’s Hot Toddy from 
Oban. Marian Austin of 
Lochaber Yacht Club is back 
to defend her class title of 
last year with her lovely 
Northney Scintilla of the 
Sea. Fellow Lochaber Yacht 
Club sailor Hamish Loudon 
takes on the WHYW fl eet 
in his Fulmar Fumarole – a 
fi rst for him with this boat 
and one to watch out for. 
French sailor Sebastian 
Harinkouck who has long 
time connections with Tiree 
is also another ‘local’ on 
the start line with Duckwall 
Pooley. 

Locals 
on the 
start line….

Wishing the 68th West Highland 
Yachting Week every success

Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West - Trailer Sales, 
Servicing and Repairs
Spare Parts & Accessories

Caravan Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Rental
Winter Storage

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  trailwest@talktalkbusiness.netTRAIL WEST

An  Aladdin’s cave for anyone who Tows
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ednesday August 5th 

n to Tobermory Race sponsored by Gael Force Marine Equipment

of the most popular races of the week, the fl eet sails on passage to iconic 

ermory much loved by the WHYW competitors. With wind and tide quite 

predictable in the Sound of Mull, racing can prove challenging. Stunning 

nery complements this passage race with the backdrop of the island of 

ll and the Morvern peninsula. This race is sponsored by Gael Force Marine 

uipment.

Thursday August 6th Sound of Mull Races

HYW boats have a day’s racing off  Tobermory on Thursday when the 

nnock’s Fleet again race two Olympic style courses in an area bounded by 

ubha nan Gall and Mingary Bay while the Argyll Fleet race out to Kilchoan, 

rdmore, Quinish Point and Ardnacross Bay before sailing south to the Green 

le and back to Tobermory Bay.

he mid-week prize giving is held in Tobermory on this night. 

Friday August 7th 

Tobermory to Oban Race sponsored by Thomas Tunnock Ltd

After two nights in Tobermory, the fl eet race back to Oban down the Sound 

of Mull
with this race specially sponsored by Thomas Tunoock Ltd. The fi nal prize-giv-

ing ceilidh is held in the Corran Halls in Oban.

Point, Oban’s Esplanade, 

ge Marina from 0900. 

Castle headland. Watch 

round the buoys from 

e of Kerrera for the Argyll 

anade, Dunollie Point, 

achts head to Tobermory. 

rina and Dunstaffnage 

e yachts departing for 

assengers aboard the 

nure gain a bird’s eye view 

orn and the entrance to 

e Light. The fleet musters in 

Thursday

Boats leave Tobermory from 0930 - Head to Rubha 

nan Gall Lighthouse or Ardmore Point to see the 

fl eets racing at the North entrance to the Sound 

of Mull. 

Friday

Watch from Tobermory Bay at 8.30 as the boats 

head down the Sound of

Mull to Oban. Viewing from the east coast of Mull 

– the road from Tobermory to Craignure and the 

Cal Mac ferry from Craignure back to Oban.

Anyone wishing to check on best locations to 

see the fl eet can phone 07879 646 170

Results of each day’s racing are posted on the 

website www.whyw.co.uk

 YACHTING WEEK
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Authorised Castrol Marine Distributor

Calor Gas, Filters & Detergents
Marine Fuels & Lubricants

Waterproof Clothing, Boots, Gloves

RAILWAY PIER, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 4LW
TELEPHONE: 01631 562849

We’re on your 
wavelength!

DDZ MARINE Agents 
and stockists for Beneteau 
Power and Bavaria Yachts 

Mechanical and electrical 
engineer positions available

Sales and Services

Contact DDZ Marine  
Largs Yacht Haven, 
Irvine Rd, Largs KA30 8EZ 
T: 01475 686072, 
F: 01475 672887  
E: sales@ddzmarine.co.uk  
www.ddzmarine.co.uk

E S TA B L I S H E D  1 9 8 5

 Moorings 
 Marine Civils 
 Surveys 
 ROV services

7 E Glengallan Road, 

Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T:  01631 565652 

M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk

Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk
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A social 
programme 
second to 
none….

Aulay’s Bar

Lunch menu available from 12-3pm 

Traditional Scottish food at reasonable 

prices
Tel: 01631 562596

The Manor House 

Hotel & Restaurant

A touch of fi ne hospitality overlooking 

the harbour.

Bar lunches available 12-2.15pm

5 course a la carte dinner. 6.45-8.30pm

Gallanach Road, Oban. Tel: 01631 562987

Oban Fish & Chip Shop

116 George Street, Oban

Local fi sh and shellfi sh

Fried fi sh made to order 

incl hake, sole, halibut.  

Good selection of Homemade meals

‘The best fi sh & chips I’ve ever tasted’ – 

Rick Stein.

01631 567000

Wide Mouthed Frog

All day coff ees, lunches served mid-day 

til 2pm and dinner served from 6pm.  

Booking preferred for evening meals.

Dunstaff nage Marina, Dunbeg, by Oban.  

Tel 01631 567005.

The Western Isles Hotel

Freshly prepared food with a friendly 

service and the best view or your boat in 

Tobomory harbour.

Tel: 01688 302012

Royal Hotel

Early Bird Special - 2 Courses for £15  

5.30pm-7pm.  Thursday’s Local Night 

- 20% off  your bill if you live in Oban.  

(Can’t use both together).

Creagan Inn 

Meals are served from 

12 noon until 9pm.

Local, Seasonal Produce, 

Cooked to order.

Two Moorings are available 

for use whilst dining. 

01631 730250

www.creaganinn.co.uk

Appin, Argyll

Am Birlinn 

Mull’s purpose built licensed restaurant 

Open Tuesday - Sunday

Lunch: 12 - 2:30pm 

Dinner: 5-9pm 

Contact: 01688 400619

info@ambirlinn.com

www.ambirlinn.com

Lord of the Isles 

Pub & Restaurant 

Grand Opening Party. Food including 

hog roast, WHYW menu in the Marquee 

and dining area, live music and fi reworks. 

Croabh Haven, Arduaine, Argyll, PA31 

8UA. Tel: 01852 500658

Mishdish/ Mishrooms

The Iconic ‘Mishnish Bar’, a must for 

Sailors  with our seafood restaurant 

‘Mishdish’ newly refurbished serving 

fresh local fi sh and seafood........the same 

old Mishnish....only better!!

7 Main St, Tobermory, Isle of Mull PA75 

6NU, Tel: 01688 302500

Eating out guide 2015
Am birlinn 

Photo courtesy of Ron Cowan
www.yachtingimages.co.uk
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A
s well as a great race 
programme WHYW is 
renown for its apres sail 
social events off ering a 

wide range of activities for all ages 
to enjoy. 

Meg and Les MacLeod host the 
grand opening party at the Lord of 
the Isles at Craobh Marina which 
continues on Sunday evening – a 
two day spectacular event!

As well as the usual range of food 
from the barbecue to a hog roast 
and special WHYW dinners there 
will be games and entertainment 
with prizes from Belhaven Best.

Fireworks at midnight is always 
a spectacular fi nale to launch the 
event. 

During the week there is ceilidh 
dancing at Skipinnish ceilidh 
house, a barbecue at Oban Sailing 
Club, family swimming at Atlantis 
Leisure and general socialising 
amongst the fl eet. Excellent food 
is on hand from the Waypoint 
Grill at Oban Marina and the Wide 
Mouthed Frog at Dunstaff nage as 
well as entertainment at the Frog 
as well. West Coast Motors are 
laying on their usual bus service 
to transport competitors between 
Dunstaff nage and Oban.

Am birlinn 
 

licensed restaurant,    
prepared fare -  
Reservations 01688 400619 
Courtesy transport by Arrangement 

 
Mooring at Croig (Loch Cuin) for up to 13mtrs 

 
 

Www.ambirlinn.com 

Mid-week the fl eet race to Tober-
mory where the usual hospitality is 
renowned. A wide range of eating out 
is available for all competitors and 
guests and entertainment on both 
nights is being hosted by McGochans 
and the Mishnish Hotel. 

Returning to Oban the fi nal prize-giv-

ing ceilidh dance is held in the Corran 
Halls with world famous ceilidh band 
Craigendarloch playing and Davy 
Sinclair at the helm. This year Oban 
High School Pipe Band is also to play – 
a fi rst for the prize-giving night.

This is the fi nale to the week and is 
guaranteed to get toes tapping!

See the full social programme on the website for details.

Water taxi in Tobermory - a RIB water taxi 

service operated by a licensed commercial 

operator will be available, contact ‘Gigha’ 

or ‘Tobermory Water Taxi’ on VHF Ch 08.

FIRST FOR 

YACHTING NEWS

Photo courtesy of Ron Cowan www.yachtingimages.co.uk
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TUNNOCK’S

World renowned biscuit 
makers Tunnock’s have 
supported the event for the 
last six years. The spinnaker 
classes are known as The 
Tunnock’s Fleet and Thomas 
Tunnock Ltd sponsor the 
Tobermory to Oban passage 
race on the fi nal day of the 
event.  Top up biscuit packs 
for the famous Tunnock’s 
survival box are an essential 
part of WHYW 
Boyd Tunnock CBE, managing 
director of the Uddingston 
based company who is also 
an enthusiastic competitor 
said: ‘We are delighted once 

again to be supporting this 
well loved yachting regatta 
which has such a loyal follow-
ing and great camaraderie. 
We look forward to this year’s 
racing.’

ARGYLL AND BUTE 

COUNCIL

Recognising the benefi t the 
regatta brings to Oban Argyll 
and Bute Council has given its 
support to help run WHYW 
and this is acknowledged 
in naming the restricted sail 
classes the The Argyll Fleet 
on the days the fl eets race 
separately. This partnership 
refl ects the economic and 

EVENT SPONSORS The Joint Regatta Committee gratefully acknowledges the support of all 
sponsors ensuring the success of the 68th West Highland Yachting Week. 

Class 0

Reserved for those racing IRC handicap Class 0 has well known Bruce Douglas’s 
Spirit of Jacana and Sebastien Harinkouck’s First 42.7 Duckwall Pooley alongside 
Ian McLachlan’s Polaris in close contention with last year’s class winners Paul Scutt 
and Allan Jeff rey in their First 36.7 Carmen II. Tim and Frances Lester’s J Fever, the 
J120 is a new entrant this year whilst Angus Wright’s J90 Aunt Jessie makes a return 
to the event this year. 

Class 2

White sail Class 2 sees Ewan McLellan’s X43 Seanachaidh as the fastest boat 
entered with Damon Lindsay’s Dufour 44 Ionara also a speedy machine. Scott 
Chalmers and family in their Sigma 400 Sunrise will defend their class title of 
2014 and face regulars Mark Curran’s Sun Odyssey Prevail and Alastair Torbet’s 
Dufour 400 Spirit of May. Robin Ferguson’s X332 Hoodlum is a regular whilst Stevie 
Andrews with the lovely Sweden 37 Alchemist is always the life and soul of the 
class and a hard boat to beat on the water. Normally a Tunnock’s spinnaker fl eet 
entrant, Anne and Andrew Campbell’s Ajax enters Class 2 this year, as does regular 
and distinctive Double Thyme, the Holland 42 of Helen Wilson and Chris Eager.

Ian Donald’s Hanse 400 Tioram also returns so this should all 
make for close racing in white sail Class 2. 

Class 3

It’s a big entry for Class 3 this year which sees plenty of regulars 
returning in what is always a closely contested class. Former overall 
series winner Roddy Angus with his team on More Misjif, Stephen 
Pickles’s Ataraxia, Alan Moore’s Delinquent, John Murphy’s Erin from 
Port Edgar, Chris Levison with Ad Infi nitum and John Rose with the 
big Oceanis Insatiable join Anthony Clendinning’s Warrior, the X332s 
Celtic Spirit of Brian Robertson and Hardslog with Ian Hards. Robertson 
fi nished second in class last year and will be looking to another good 
result this year. Alastair Manderson’s First 35s5 Spirit, Malcolm Brinded’s 
Grand Soleil 44 M’anna, and Ian McNair with First by Farr will all be battling 
it out from the start line to fi nish.
Local competition comes from Graham Anderson’s Lucky Ned Pepper who 
fi nished third overall last year. James Hardie, also from Oban is back again with 
his Grand Soleil Taz sailing spinnaker instead of white sail and Oban’s Steven 
Forteith helms Shadowfax, the First 31.7. Always a hard boat to beat, Shadowfax 
looks strong to take the Class win. Fellow local Adrian Laycock’s Oyster 37 Prime 
Cut will also be looking for a good placing this year. 

Class 4

White sail class 4 sees a similarly good line up with Janet Morrison’s Bragar, 
Iain Munro’s Hendricks, Steve Williams’ Mystic Sun ( last year’s class winner),  Mark 
Bradshaw’s Sigma 33 Busy Beaver and Julie Foster’s Ptarmigan of Mull. David 
Harcourt’s big Sun Odyssey 45 An Doochalie will make a fi ne sight with Brian 
Young’s beautiful big Mylne ketch Glenafton. Taika, the Finngulf 33 of Joe Kerr is 
a new entry here as is Coquet Connection with Fraser Venters.  Donald McLaren’s 
Sigmatic, last year’s runner up in class and a former overall WHYW winner will be 
one to watch as will Joey Gough’s Tangle o’the Isles who moves to white sail this 
year from the spinnaker fl eet. Harold Hood’s Odyssy II also races this class.  

Class 6

Ronnie Haggerty with Sirius of Lorne is a long time WHYW stalwart and is back 
once again in restricted Sail Class 6. Stephen Owen’s Halcyon and John Roberts 
with Poppy are also regular competitors as is the Dehler 34 of Colin Crawford 
and David Cooper’s Suilven although both Colin and David normally sail in the 
spinnaker class. James Miller in his Sigma 33 Mayrise fi nished third overall last year. 
David Taylor’s Whiskey Mac, Ron MacInness sailing Speedwell and Alistair Gay’s 

Familiar Faces

Create 
your ‘Window on West Highland Yachting Week’

Shops and businesses in both Oban 

and Tobermory are being encouraged to 

take part in the West Highland Yachting Week 

Window Dressing – the theme is up to each entry 

as long as it links in with the event and promotes WHYW 

sponsors and supporters. 

Andy Knox, Joint Regatta Committee chairman said:’ The standard 

of window dressing to promote our event is always very high. The window 

dressing is a community spirited enterprise that lets everyone know 

the event is happening. It draws people to each shop window which 

hopefully boosts their business as well! We look forward to some 

imaginative ideas being produced this year.’   Photographs at 
West Highland Yachting Week

Ron Cowan, the well known yachting photographer 

will be at West Highland Yachting Week for the 

event. Selections of his photographs from last 

year are on his website www.yachtingimages.

co.uk as well as www.whyw.co.uk

If you have a particular query about your 

boat picture contact him either via the 

website or Ronald M. Cowan ABIP, 

Incorporated Photographer, 85 
Eastwoodmains

Road, Clarkston GLASGOW 
G76 7HG For further details, please contact ron@yachtingimages.co.uk

Orwell Lass all add to the competition 
as does former white sail winner Judy 

Orr with Eureka Hamish Loudon joins this 
class with his Westerly Fulmar, Fumarole, 

Stuart Naylor’s Serendipity and Gordon Young’s 
Moody 37 Rambler. The Moody 336 of Angus 

Cartwright Honeybee also races in Class 6.

Class 7

Class 7 features major sponsor Boyd Tunnock with his 
team on Boyd’s Moody 38 Lemerac will have to contend with 

the Sigma 33 brigade including Amber Haze, Gary Stephens 
Enchantress, Simpson and Lennox’s Miss Behavin and Griogair 

Whyte’s Close Encounters. Marc Taylor’s Strike 3 is also a regular. John 
Walbaum’s Maxi 1000 Lass of Avondale returns to the WHYW scene as 

does stalwart and former overall series winner Craig Anderson and his 
team on Cool Bandit 2 back to contend their class win of 2014. They will have 

close racing against Lemarac where they just took the edge on the fi nal day’s 
racing last year pushing Lemarac to a second overall and will also be up against 

the other Moody 336s Piecemaker, Stargazer and Cara of Kip. 

Class 8

Class 8 sees a cross section of spinnaker fl eet yachts from small to large over the 
widest handicap division in the fl eet. Alistair Pugh’s Contessa 32 Marisca is a Class 
8 regular as is Angus Fyfe’s Contessa 25 Popcorn and Andy O’Donovan in Déjà Vu, 
the little First 211.  One of the bigger boats will be Angus Campbell’s Grand Soleil 
34 Stargazer who joins Class 8 for the fi rst time. And another newcomer to this 
class is David McMullen’s Steel Pulse.
Darren Taylor’s SK700 Bluefi n is a newcomer to the class and will have close racing 
with Spencer Ellis’s Sonata Rhapsody and Garth Wilson and Lucy Downie’s GK 24 
Zebedee, the latter a highly successful racing boat. The First 29 Voila, Mustang 30 
and Moody 33 Kiri and the return to the class of Mike and Helen Johnston racing 
their Freedom Arran Comrades will make this an interesting class to watch. Add 
in stalwarts like Scintilla with Marian Austin, class winners in 2014 and Alison 
Chadwck’s Hot Toddy to have close quarters racing that this class is so much 
enjoyed for.
PLEASE NOTE
Class entries are correct at time of going to press but may change with new 
entries.
For up to date entry list and information see www.whyw.co.uk and on www.
facebook.com/WestHighlandYachtingWeek

social importance of WHYW 
to the wider community of 
Argyll and Bute. 

TOBERMORY HARBOUR 

ASSOCIATION

Tobermory Harbour 
Association looks forward to 
welcoming crews for West 
Highland Yachting Week 
2015.  The fl eet has access to 
anchorage, moorings and 
pontoon berths with full 
facilities as well as fantastic 
onshore facilities in the Taigh 
Solais building, including 
showers, toilets and laundry 
room.  We are delighted to 
off er several new moorings 
for this season (including 
two in the beautiful Aros 
Bay).  Please enjoy the views 
at the picnic benches next 
to our new shelter and take 
a moment to visit our new 
Aquarium inside the Taigh 
Solais building.  It is the fi rst 
catch and release aquarium 
in Europe and is receiving 
some great publicity.  Please 
look out for the friendly and 
expert THA staff , always 
happy and obliging to help.

MALIN WATERS

MalinWaters.com is delighted 
to support the WHYW, one of 
Scotland’s most celebrated 
sailing events. WHYW will 
no doubt introduce many 
people to the unforgettable 
beauty of the Scottish 
MalinWaters region. Malin-
Waters support is in keeping 
with the commitment to 

nurturing the development 
of marine and coastal activity 
in particular sailing in the 
MalinWaters regions. Malin-
Waters wish all those taking 
part the very best of luck and 
look forward to many more 
annual WHYW events. The 
event is a signifi cant addition 
to the MalinWaters maritime 
calendar of events for 2015 
and one which they are very 
pleased to support.
MalinWaters is funded 
by the EU INTERREG IVA 
cross border programme 
under the Sail West project 
covering the shared maritime 
waters of North West Ireland 
including Donegal & Sligo, 
the maritime counties of 
Northern Ireland and 
Western Scotland. Malin 
Waters promotes oppor-
tunities for sailing, surfi ng, 
diving, kayaking as well as 
other water based activities. 
It also provides innovation 
in the development of new 
marine tourism products 
and services. Visit www.
malinwaters.com for more 
information.

FLIT SELF DRIVE, VAN, CAR 

& BIKE HIRE

Flit of Oban help with 
provision of transport for the 
organisation of the event.

CALEDONIAN 

MACBRAYNE

Providing ferry services 
to 24 Scottish ports on 
Scotland’s west coast, 

Caledonian MacBrayne’s 
ferries are a familiar sight 
to WHYW competitors 
and used by many visitors 
who come to view the 
event. The passage races 
between Craobh, Oban 
and Tobermory that make 
WHYW a ‘moving regatta’ 
mirror the CalMac sailings 
with Oban not only a base 
for WHYW but the main 
Gateway to the Isles for 
CalMac. The Caledonian 
MacBrayne Trophy will be 
awarded to the winner of 
IRC Class 3 from Craobh to 
Oban. 

GAEL FORCE MARINE

Gaelforce Marine claims 
to be the fastest growing 
marine equipment supplier 
in the UK, stocking one of 
the widest ranges of leisure 
boating, commercial fi shing 
and aquaculture products 
available anywhere in the 
land. Gaelforce has marine 
outlets across the UK 
with their fl agship Marine 
Megastore in Inverness, a 
Marine Centre in Glasgow 
serving leisure and 
commercial customers on 
the West of Scotland and a 
commercial outlet on the 
South Coast in Plymouth.  
To add to this, we have a 
team of fi eld represent-
atives off ering customer 
service and product 
expertise right across the 
UK. Gaelforce is delighted 
to be supporting West 

Highland Yachting Week 
with many of its customer 
base involved in taking part 
in the event. Gaelforce looks 
forward to a continuing 
strong partnership with 
one of Scotland’s premier 
yachting events.

WEST COAST MOTORS

West Coast Motors is 
again providing a special 
transport service between 
Dunstaff nage and Oban 
to link up with après sail 
events when the fl eet is in 
town. West Coast Motors 
has been bringing people 
together via their transport 
system since 1923 much as 
WHYW has been attracting 
sailors for 68 years. A 
bus and Oban Marina 
ferry terminal is included in 
competitor’s packs.

FLIT SELF DRIVE

Flit Self Drive is a locally 
run van, minibus, car & 
bike hire business based 
in Oban that provides 
vehicles and support for 
West Highland Yachting 
Week to help run the 
regatta.  Flit off ers a broad 
service to tourists, local 
individuals, businesses and 
authorities and has a wide 
selection of hire vehicles 
for every occasion. Flit also 
off er a delivery and pick-up 
service and free pick up 
from the ferry terminal, 
train or bus station in 
Oban. 

Photo courtesy of Ron Cowan
www.yachtingimages.co.uk
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TRALEE BEACH   BENDERLOCH

VEHICLE AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Call Morris Leslie Vehicle Auctions 
on 01821 642574 

to auction your Classic Car 
on 29th August 

COLLECTION POSSIBLE 
For up-to-date catalogue visit 

morrisleslie.com

LAWRIE & SYMINGTON 
LIVESTOCK AUCTIONEERS, 

VALUERS & ESTATE AGENTS
LANARK AGRICULTURAL CENTRE
Lawrie & Symington Registered Office at

Muirglen, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 9AX
Tel: 01555 662281   Fax: 01555 665638/665100

Email:  lanark@lawrieandsymington.com
Website:  www.lawrieandsymington.com

COUNTRY SUPPLIES 
Tel. 01555 660099 

 Email:  countrysupplies@lawrieandsymington.com
EVENTS DEPARTMENT
Tel. 01555 662281 Ext. 208

Mobile 07836 505762
Email: events@lawrieandsymington.com

FORFAR MARKET
Tel. 01307 462651   Fax 01307 464290

Email: forfarmart@lawrieandsymington.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A LUXURY HIGHLAND BREAK

AUGUST 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Clive Russell

Our top cars  
of the year
Why I hate the 
naked rambler
Ballet in  
the Braes

100

ON LIFE 

IN THE 

KINGDOM

MAIRI HEDDERWICK:
WHAT KATIE MORAG  
DID NEXT

OF THE BEST PLACES TO 

TAKE KIDS THIS SUMMER

THE busy summer agricultural show season 
continues this weekend with the Lorn Show, 
and it is sure to be a day to remember.

This traditional show takes place on Satur-
day August 1 at Tralee beach, Benderloch, 
on the north side of the Connel Bridge near 
Oban. Top quality livestock will be turned 
out looking their very best, and some of the 
leading breeders of cattle and sheep from 
Argyll and beyond will be bringing their 
finest specimens along. 

But the standard of entrants is matched by 
the men deciding where the rosettes should 
go. This year’s Highland cattle judge will be 
Dexter Logan from Greenhead Farm, Alva, 
Clackmannanshire, while the blackface 
sheep winners will be decided by Quintin 
Dunlop, Elmscleugh, Dunbar. 

Other breeds of cattle will be judged by 
Craig Malone, Pitcairn, Cardenden in Fife 
and the sheep other than blackfaces will be 
decided upon by local man, Archie Camer-
on, North Connel.

Across from Mull will be Robert McDou-
gall, who will perform judging duties in the 
poultry classes.

Competition in the home industries classes 
is certain to be as strong as ever, while there 

is plenty more besides to keep the judges 
busy.

Truly a show with something for everyone, 
one of the most popular events at Lorn is 
the dog show, which this year will be held 
at 12.30pm. This will be followed by a baby 
show at (approximately) 2pm.

There will be Highland dancers and Oban 
High School Pipe Band will entertain the 
crowds as the welly throwing, kids’ tug of 
war and much more goes on all around.

A tractor pull should draw a big crowd, but 
one of the star attractions will be ‘Chainsaw’  
- Andy MacLachlan from Rashfield, near 
Dunoon - demonstrating his skills at Lorn 
Show for the very first time. Andy is the man 
behind Chainsaw Craft, but what he does 
is more about art than anything to do with 
lumberjacks.

Don’t miss Andy at the Lorn Show this 
weekend along with all the other fantastic 
attractions. The livestock judging begins at 
10am.

Lorn Show president, Mary Morrison, 
said: ‘We hope the weather is nice, but 
whatever happens, there is plenty of fun and 
entertainment at the show, and something 
for all the family to enjoy.’

Carve yourself some fun at Lorn Show

Pictures from last year’s Lorn Show
An example of Andy MacLachlan’s 

work with his chainsaw. 
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Country Kiln

A
FFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES        PROPERTY REVIEWS         PROPERTY NEWS     LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

ARE YOU A LANDLORD? 

DO YOU HAVE AN EMPTY PROPERTY? 

WOULD YOU LIKE SOMEONE TO TAKE CARE 

OF THE TENANCY MANAGEMENT?

Have you considered renting to Argyll and Bute Council, we can 

offer a guaranteed monthly income and look after your property at no 

extra cost?

Housing Services are looking to secure all types and sizes of properties in 

the Oban area. Please contact Ailsa Kelly on 01631 567976 or via email 

ailsa.kelly@argyll-bute.gov.uk for further information.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

WANTED
Private cash buyer looking to buy coastal 

property

Ideally to include:
• Sea Frontage  • Land • Slipway  

• Boathouse
• Mooring/pier/jetty with or without house

Please contact Donald Robertson on 
07710 812512 

or email: donald.h.robertson@gmail.com

SHOP AND POST OFFICE 
BUSINESS AVAILABLE TO 

RENT ON LUING NR OBAN. 
Good building with adequate space 

and car parking, present tenant 
retiring.

Contact Shane:
cadzow@luing.net or phone 

01852 314234

WANTED

TO LETHOLIDAY PROPERTIES 
WANTED IN YOUR AREA

Award Winning Marketing

High Booking Levels & 
Professional Service

No Upfront Fees

Competitive Commission Rates

Free Local Expert Letting Advice

Contact

JANE MORRISON
01631 730180/07841 253852
jane.morrison@wynvr.co.uk

17/19  LOCHSIDE  STREET,  OBAN, ARGYLL,  PA34 4HP
  (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

Offers in the region of £73,000

29 High Street, Oban, PA34 4BG

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

FOR SALE

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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To Let
Two Short Limited Duration Tenancies (5 years each) 
available on the Isle of Mull from 1st May 2016:

1. Conservation grazing (cattle only) by the north 
end of Loch Frisa (229 hectares)

2. Grazing by sheep (no cattle) at Lochnameal 
(27 hectares)

Seasonal grazing at Dalfuar, Barcaldine from 1st 
September 2015 to 31st March 2016 (5 hectares)

For Particulars please email 
westargyll@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or phone 

01546 602518

Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

Sunart & District Agricultural Society Show
& Family Fun Day Out

Saturday 8th August 2015

Judging Commences 9.30am

Sheep, Cattle, Dog show & Local 
Crafts, Highland Dancing, James Dylan 

Stuntworld motor cycle stunt team
Open to public by Pipe Band at 12.30pm
Entry: Adults £ 5.00, Children & Conc £3 

Family Concessions.

Despite talk of heatwaves south of the 
border and in Europe, I cannot say 
that July has been the warmest for us!  
  The grass, however, is now growing 
well and there is plenty for the sheep 
and cattle to eat. We finished weighing 
and marking the lambs at the begin-
ning of the month. Between our two 
main flocks (900 ewes at Kirkton and 
350 at Auchtertyre), this job took the 
best part of two weeks. Now, the ma-
jority of the sheep are back on the hill 
and hill parks, for summer grazing. 

We will gather the sheep again at the 
end of this month, for shearing. We 
started shearing some of the younger 
females (hoggs) earlier this month, 
which coincided with a shearing course 
that we hosted at Auchtertyre.   

The British Wool Marketing Board 
holds courses throughout the UK, one 
of which is held at our farm every year, 
training shearers of all levels of expe-
rience how to correctly shear sheep. 
This year 10 people attended over the 
two days and were instructed by Eoin 
Campbell and Andy Rankin. 

 By the end of the course, the shear-
ers had learnt how to correctly handle 
the animals and how to shear without 
damaging the animal or the fleece. 

The course was well-recieved and 
the participants were pleased with the 
experience they gained.

The cows, which had been put back 
to the hill at the end of June, are now 
well established on their hill grazing, 
and have gone quite high up in Auch-
tertyre Glen. We are pleased, as this 

means that the animals are getting 
used to their ground and will be using 
the hill more effectively. 

We have two students in residence at 
SRUC’s Kirkton &Auchtertyre farms 
for the summer. Ailsa Thompson, 
from SRUC Aberdeen, is doing a 12 
week placement with us, as part of her 
BSc(Hons) Agriculture. 

Thibaut Salanon, from France, is 
also doing a 12 week placement, as 
part of his degree in Agriculture in 
Toulouse, in the south west of France. 
Both have been really busy this month, 
helping on the farm and with various 
research projects. 

One of their main tasks has been 
taking animal observations on the hill. 
They have been looking at 60 ewes 
and their lambs on a large fenced area 
of the Auchtertyre hill (the Meall), 
checking every hour throughout the 
day where they are, and what they are 
doing. This is work for one of our PhD 
students, Ping Zhou, who is looking at 
the differences between reproductive 
performance of the Lleyn ewes and the 
improved and unimproved Scottish 
Blackface ewes. To be able to differen-
tiate the animals at a distance, we have 
sprayed the ewes different colours, a 
bit like when farmers prepare sheep 
for agricultural shows. They present a 
fine picture on the hill! 

The observations will only last one 
month, until we shear the ewes. Hope-
fully, this should provide us with more 
insight in to where and how the differ-
ent groups of animals graze. This is 

also useful in our understanding of the 
occurrence of Plochteach, since the 
hill that they are observing the sheep 
on is rich in Bog Asphodel, a plant 
linked with this photosensitisation 
disease. 

As well as having the two students in 
residence, we had a group of 40 French 
students visiting for a day earlier in 
the month. They came to hear about 
the agricultural and environmental 
challenges facing Scottish hill farmers.

They were a mix of agriculture and 
environmental students from CFTA 
Coquereaumont, a training centre 
near Rouen, in Normandy, which 
specialises in training apprentices 
and adults for careers related to the 
environment, agriculture and trade. 

The students were in Scotland on 
a whistle-stop tour of a number of 
Scottish farms to help increase their 
understanding of land management 
issues outside of France. The students 
and their lecturers appeared pleasant-
ly surprised that we are looking at such 
a wide range of environmental and 
agricultural issues on the farms, many 
of which are also relevant in the areas 
that they farm. 

So, as this month draws to a close 
and summer marches on, our shearers 
are hoping for the rain and drizzle to 
stop for a while, so that they can shear 
all the remaining ewes without too 
much bother. Hopefully, the end of the 
month will bring some longer spells 
of sunshine to keep the locals and the 
tourists happy!

THE CROFTING Commission 
is encouraging crofters to plan 
for the future and put in place 
a croft succession plan for when 
they are no longer able to carry 
out their duties.

All crofters, both tenant and 
owner-occupiers, are required 
to comply with a number of stat-
utory duties relating to residency 
and management of their crofts.

Vice convener of the Crofting 
Commission, Ian George Mac-
Donald, highlighted the impor-
tance of a croft succession plan.

‘Crofters need to understand 
the possibilities available to 

them if they are no longer able 
to comply with their duties,’ he 
said.  

‘There are either short-term 
options, such as sub-let or short- 
term let of a croft, or longer-term 
options, such as assigning the 
tenancy of the croft or transfer-
ring the ownership of the croft.

‘We strongly advise all crofters 
to make provision during their 
lifetime for the succession to the 
tenancy of the croft and arrange 
for a crofting solicitor to draw up 
their will.  

‘This will help to prevent an 
intestate succession which is 

a complicated area of law. By 
creating a croft succession 
plan, crofters are able to have 
a say in the future of the croft 
and provide an opportunity for 
a younger person to continue 
the work after you and help to 
secure the future of crofting,’ he 
explained. 

The Crofting Commission sup-
ports and advises crofters on the 
options available to them. 

Visit www.crofting.scotland.
gov.uk for further information, 
or watch the Croft Succession 
Planning film at: www.youtu.be/
nI47xBVDSoc

Farming Focus   Ewen Campbell, SRUC Kirkton & Auchtertyre farms manager

Coloured sheep, before they were moved up onto the hill for observation.

Create a succession plan to 
have a say in croft’s future

There was strong competition in the Champion 
of Champions line-up at Tiree Show with umpire, 
Colin Kennedy, from the neighbouring island of Coll 
brought in to select between the sheep and horse 
champions. 
  His winner was the Supreme Sheep Champion, Tir-
ee Attaboy from Alasdair MacLean, Heylipol. This 
March-born Beltex ram lamb is sired by Horseclose 
Powerhouse out of a Woodies Ringleader ewe and 
earlier won the Sheep Interbreed Championship 
and Purebred Sheep Section under judge, John 
McLachlan from Campbeltown. Runner-up from the 
horse section was the impressive Friesan mare from 
Jan Paterson, Balinoe, judged by John McLatchie, 
Campbeltown.

Regular Tiree sales buyer, Doug Davidson, Shin-
sharnie, Huntly, had the task of judging the cattle 
with Alastair and Iain MacInnes, Ruaig, lifting the 
Supreme in the cattle lines with a May 2014 Lim-
ousin cross bullock by Keirsbeath Gunshot out of a 
homebed BB cross Limousin cow. Reserve supreme 
was winner of the Purebred cattle, Anside Halle, a 
Limousin cow shown with her first calf at foot from 
Alasdair MacLean, Heylipol. Colin MacKinnon, 

Kilkenneth, had a successful show winning the 
breeding section, the suckled calf championship and 
most points for crofters shield. His champion from 
the calf classes was a February born AI bred Charo-
lais cross bullock calf  by Thrunton Unstoppable. 
Reserve went to Archie John MacLean, Heylipol, 
with a March born Charolais cross heifer calf by 
Thrunton  Grandprix. 

Another regular Tiree buyer, Alastair Aitken, 
Traprain, Haddington, judged the Crossbred Sheep, 
Blackfaces and Prime Lambs with his champion, a 
homebred Texel cross ewe from Ettie MacDonald, 
Roadside. Ettie also lifted the Blackface Sheep 
championship and cups for most points in the 
sheep section. Sandra Brown, Balevullin, won both 
champion and reserve in the Prime Lambs with a 
pen of Texel cross lambs and Suffolk cross lambs 
respectively. Reserve in the Purebred section was 
the female winner and Suffolk champion, a Cairness 
bred ewe from Gilleasbuig Campbell, Garaphail.

Once again, Mary Flora MacDonald, Roadside, 
won the Clydesdale Championship with her gelding 
Major and her grandson, Dougie MacDonald across 
from Benderloch, won the Young Handler’s cup 

while Kirsteen MacKinnon, Parkhouse, won the 
Young Stockperson’s cup.  

Ewan and Fiona Malcolm, Gribun,  won the Poultry  
with their Bluebell Pullet, judged by George Camp-
bell from Taynuilt. Iain MacInnes from Ruaig won 
again in the Pet classes with his German Pointer, Pip, 
who caught the eye of  judges, Douglas and Susan 
McRobbie from Killin, who are regular visitors to 
the island. Iain MacKinnon, Kilmoluaig, once again 
won with his MF35 tractor and led the Tractor Run 
on Saturday.

In the Home Industries marquee, Jo Vale won the 
Horticulture cup with daughter, Charlotte, winner of 
the Pre-Five cup. Another family winning team were 
Margaret McDowell in the Produce section and son, 
Lewis, winner of the 12 to 16 cup. 

This year the Handcraft cup was jointly won by 
Margo Jarvis and Alison MacPhail with the Visitor’s 
salver going to Hannah Samwells. Fiona MacLeod 
received the prize for Best Knitted item. and Josie 
Brown won a special for her Afternoon Tea selection. 
Tables were full with entries in all the Children’s 
Sections where there was a high standard of entries 
put forward.

2015 Tiree Show Report

Overall Cattle Champion  from A&I MacInnes, Ruaig

Crossbred Sheep Champion from Ettie MacDonald, Roadside, shown by Dougie 
MacDonald with Judge Alastair Aitken and son, Oliver

Champion of Champions, Tiree Attaboy,  a Beltex ram lamb from Alasdair 
MacLean, Heylipol, with judge John McLachlan, Campbeltown.

Livestock cup winners

Kverneland  3 Furrow reversible plough with 
discs and trip legs, some spares.  

£1000.00  
AND  Dowdeswell Discs 9ft wide 

£1000.00

Contact Shane: 
cadzow@luing.net or phone 01852 314234
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WANTED

SAILING TIMES

DRIVETIMES

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups 
single or double cabs, any condition, 

runner or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota, 
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no 

problem, MOT or not, instant decision, 
same day payment. Also light 

commercials, vans and pick-ups bought.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
Will collect.

URGENTLY WANTED

For prompt attention phone 
07845 462755 or 07887 868325

All British & foreign scrap cars, MOT failures, 
4x4s, vans, pick-ups & light commercials

Top prices for the right vehicles
We cover all of Argyll.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Tel: 07900 668642 Andrew

Greenfi eld’s 4 x 4’s
WANTED ALL TYPES OF PICKUPS AND 4 X 4’S

Single & Dbl Cab
Any condition/ mileage considered from 

1990-2014
Wide Range of vehicles for sale

Subaru Outback S Auto.

Tel: 01499 600238

2.5cc petrol.  Black, 

automatic, 

good runner.  

124,000 miles.

£2000 o.n.o.

Osprey Sparrow hawk RIB

Tel: 01496 850567

1988, 15’ length, including brand new Roro 

trailer and 65HP Suzuki Outboard.

£4000

Avondale Eagle

For info call 07864 574221 or 01631 710378 
after 6pm

Very clean 2005 Avondale Eagle for sale with 

motor mover, awning, water & waste barrel. End 

bedroom, bathroom, separate shower, radio 

cassette, caravan coversheet included. 

Wood eff ect lino fl oor with remove-able carpets. 

CRIS certifi cate, hitch lock & alarm. 

£5999

RIB

Contact Jack on 07554556218 (Taynuilt)

5 metres long with 

75hp Yamaha PTT 

engine.

VGC for year, sits on 

gal trailer. First to see 

will buy.

£3,300

Popular Pioner 13

Tel: 07708 322929

With 9.9 Yamaha 

outboard and trailer, 

little used and all in 

very good condition.

£2,800 o.n.o.

KUBOTA B7001 4WD compact tractor

Tel 01866 822591 or 07748 038584

16HP diesel, with 

original Kubota 

rotovator.

Good running 

order.

£1950 + VAT

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE

Telephone 01369 810256

32’x12’, 6 berth, quiet site, 
Loch Long, near Dunoon.

£5,500 including site fees 

and full decking.

2007 BAILEY RANGER 460/2 
CARAVAN

Tel 01631 720434 or 07771532242 

Benderloch.

2 berth, excellent condition 
throughout, with extras.

£5,500 ono

Nissan X-Trail Sport DCI

Tel: 01852 300213

5 Door Hatchback,

SG54 MPX, Silver, 

2184cc.,

MOT 08/10/2015, 

mileage 131,435.

£1,500 o.n.o.

Suzuki Grand Vitara 2.0

Tel: 01770 700318

5 door manual 

petrol. 34,000 miles. 

MOT April 2016.

£2,350 o.n.o.

Sherco 80cc Trials Bike

Tel: 01852 314288

good running 

order with recent 

upgrades.  Ideal 

beginners/young 

riders.

£650 o.n.o.

AUDI Q5 2.0 TDI 170 SE 4X4

Tel: Ken 01397 702353

2010, 39,500 miles, Fully serviced, 

MOT March 2016, Milano leather 

Upholstery, Mahogany Facia inlays, 

Cruise Control, 18” Alloys, Rear 

Parking Aids, Climate Control Air 

Con, Auto Wipers and Headlamps, 

Excellent Condition throughout.

£15,900 o.n.o.

Yamaha YZF R6 2001

Tel: 
07977 498 132

19,800 miles, recent 

MOT, new tyres, Leo 

Vince Exhaust. 

£2,000

Fishing Boat  VIMAR

£2,100

Tel 01770 830 643 or 07590335710

4.2 m  Open Boat and 
Trailer. Includes an 
Anchor, Chain, Rope 
and Oars. Ideal for 
inshore and lochs. 
Location seaside 
cottage, Lochranza, 
Arran. 

Land Rover Range Rover Sport

Tel: 01360 661001 or 07801 052 007

2.7 TD V6 HSE 5dr, 86k miles, 

2006, 1 years MOT, Just serviced 

at Morrison’s Land Rover with 

full Land Rover service history, 

Dynamic pack, 20” alloys, privacy 

glass, side steps, Ebony leather, 

refi ned and luxurious

£13,400

LOGIC TRAILED MOWER

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

AS NEW,

1.2M CUT B&S 12.5HP

FLOTATION WHEELS,

REMOTE THROTTLE

£2,200 INC VAT,
SAVE £1,000

LOGIC SWEEPER-COLLECTOR

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HORSE MUCK/GRASS ETC.
AS NEW,588LT HOPPER C/W 
WINCH
HONDA 5.5HP ENGINE,
1.2M WIDTH

£3,200 INC.VAT,
SAVE £1,200

NEW PIONER 13FT

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

MAINTENANCE FREE 

DYNOPLAST

C/W NEW YAMAHA 

6HP,OARS&ROWLOCKS

£3,500 I.V. 
ALL READY TO GO,
SAVE £400

Tomahawk 25 ft 5 berth  GRP fi n keel yacht

Please contact John Buchanan. Tel 01436 820914 
(Helensburgh ). or ceolinter@aol.com

For further information and photographs

With 6ft standing headroom in cabin

Installed Volvo Penta MD 6A twin cylinder 10 Hp 

Marine diesel inboard engine

Working sails,storm jib,Oversize Genoa, Spinnaker. 

Echo sounder and electronic log

Minor cosmetic cabin interior refi t work is required

Lying on the hard near Rhu

Price negotiable around £8000

LEXUS 200 SPORT

Tel: 01499 500227 or 07765 002336

2004, 96,000 miles, 

full year MOT.

£2000

Saver 650 sport boat

Tel: 01852 300326 or 07947 855941

2006 28 knot max speed with Optimax 
150hp Mariner outboard, professionally 
maintained and serviced. Sleeps two in 
cabin with new upholstery. Electric sea 
toilet and anchor windlass, water pump, 
transome shower. Garmin chart plotter, 
depth, VHF, CD/Radio. 4 wheel road 
trailer in good condition. Ready to go.

£16,000

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

NEW 
CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Mitsubishi L200

Tel 07900 872588

57,000 miles, genuine 
vehicle used as a run 
around, will be given one 
years MOT prior to sale. 
Usual Animal features, air 
con, electric windows, 
leather seats, good tyres 
front, average tyre rear.

£6000+vat o.n.o.

14ft Quicksilver Rib

Tel: 07824 360670

14ft Quicksilver Rib 

with 10hp Honda 

outboard, trailer 

and accessories.

£1300

18’ Shetland Cruiser

Tel: 01586 551286

2 berth, 40hp 

engine.

£1600

Honda Jazz 2007 SE 1.4

Tel: 01838 400384

Silver 83,000 miles 

6 months MOT.

£2995
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Subaru ‘hounds’ the alarm on in-car dog safety
Subaru UK, the AA and Dogs Trust are calling on all 
animal lovers to consider their pets’ well-being if 
travelling with them in the car over the summer, in 
particular to ensure their safety when in transit and 
also ensuring dogs are not left unattended in hot 
cars.

In the coming weeks and months, thousands of 
families across the UK are likely to drive to their hol-
iday destination, in the UK or on the continent, with 
the family dog as a passenger, potentially posing 
dangers both to human and animal occupants.

Pet safety in a collision

Subaru is encouraging all owners to place their 
pets’ safety first when on the move to mitigate any 
potential harm in the event of a collision. 
   If dogs are to travel in the main cabin of the vehicle 
they should be strapped in via a dedicated harness, 
however often the safest solution is for them to 
travel in the boot inside their own crate or behind 
an approved dog guard.

The AA in particular warns of pet passengers 
becoming ‘canine cannonballs’ – unrestrained dogs 
that are thrown forward in the event of a crash.

Max Holdstock, AA Patrol of the Year, says: ‘Any 
loose object in the car can become a dangerous 
projectile in a crash, whether it’s a first-aid kit, golf 
umbrella or even a pet. 

‘Unrestrained in a sudden impact of emergency 
stop, dogs can become ‘canine cannonballs’ with 
potentially fatal consequences for both the animal 
and other passengers. For example, at 30 mph a 
32-kilo Labrador or German Shepherd is thrown 
forward with the force equivalent to being hit by a 
baby elephant weighing 100 kilos.

‘Just as you wouldn’t drive without a seatbelt, 
don’t forget suitable pet restraints for your four-leg-
ged passengers.’

The call from Subaru UK comes at a time when 
Subaru US has just announced its collaboration with 
the Centre for Pet Safety in North America. 

Subaru US is funding important crash test research 
being carried out by the Centre, which carries out 
collision-testing on a range of products designed to 
improve the safety of four-legged passengers. 

The testing will help to establish performance 
standards for the future development of pet safety 
accessories.

Don’t leave dogs in hot cars

Dogs Trust, the UK’s largest dog welfare charity, also 
warns dog owners of the dangers of leaving their 
pets in parked cars, even for a few minutes.

Research undertaken by the charity shows that, 
despite being a nation of dog lovers, more than one 
in four UK dog owners admitted to leaving their 
dogs unattended in cars. 

Almost half of us (48%) believe it is okay to leave 
a dog in a car if counter-measures are taken, such 

as parking under a tree or leaving a window open.
However research has shown that in reality partial-

ly lowering the window has no significant effect on 
the temperature inside a parked car and less than 20 
minutes in a hot car can prove fatal to a dog should 
its body temperature exceed 41°C.

As with our US cousins in the UK, Subaru has long 
been a favoured brand for dog owners. 

With many of its customers living in more rural 
locations, the dog is a common companion and the 
practical and rugged nature of models like the For-
ester and Outback make ideal cars for pet owners. 

Subaru UK offers accessories such as bespoke dog 
guards and boot liners for most models in its vehicle 
range.

To find out more about Dogs Trust, visit www.
dogstrust.org.uk.

Helensburgh Toyota needs little 
introduction to motorists in Argyll 
& Bute.

The company has held the Toyota 
franchise for 38 years, one of the 
longest in the UK, but in doing so it 
has worked to be the best at what 
it does. It is getting things right and 
for the past seven years it has been 
consistently judged No1 dealer for 
customer care in Scotland and in 
the past fi ve years has been No2 
out of the total of 230 UK dealers.

Helensburgh Toyota is now 
expanding and a recent devel-
opment has seen a new Subaru 
franchise coming under its expert 
stewardship. It is on a diff erent 
site at 101-103 East Clyde Street, 

Helensburgh. There has been 
extensive work to the showroom, 
offi  ce and customer waiting area 
to accommodate and support the 
Subaru franchise. Sales, technical 
and administrative staff  have un-
dergone specifi c training with Sub-
aru UK colleagues and the team is 
excited about the opportunities 
the new franchise brings. 

Here the full line-up of new 
Subaru’s can be examined at close 
range with demonstrators on hand 
to drive. Helensburgh Subaru also 
has an extensive selection of used 
cars and its workshops are fully 
equipped with Subaru-trained 
technicians to deal with servicing, 
MoTs and accident repairs.

Helensburgh Subaru is excited to 
play its part in the Subaru family 
both locally and nationally, and for 
many years to come.

Helensburgh home for Toyota & Subaru

Helensburgh Subaru showroom Helensburgh Motors with their Motorcodes Scottish Garage of the Year Award

OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

01/04/2015   15:52:08
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FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 

01/04/2015   15:54:32
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Newspaper 
Sales Director 

Designate

The Oban Times Group is part of Wyvex Media, which also has a 
separate magazines division based in Edinburgh, producing the 

leading lifestyle magazine Scottish Field and a number of b2b titles.

for

The Oban Times Group

The Oban Times Group is seeking to appoint an experienced 
newspaper sales professional who will be based in the popular West 
Coast town of Oban.
The group has a stable of four weekly newspapers, including the 

The successful candidate will proactively lead the newspaper sales 
team, with additional responsibility for a series of holiday and 

digital strategy.

business, and there is the potential to progress to Divisional Director.

Applications with CV and covering letter to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

We offer excellent pay and real career 
progression and benefits including BUPA, 
holidays to 35 days (Scale), realistic targets and 
achievable bonus - most sales staff receive 
regular monthly bonuses.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain lasting 
business relationships, and you will benefit from 
on-going training, first class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional 
company that believes in rewarding success and 
effort. A full driving licence is essential.
If you want to be part of the progressive new 
sales department, please submit CV and 
covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Due to a 
reorganisation 
of the sales 
department and 
staff changes 
within the company 
we are looking for 
sales staff at all 
levels.

Sales vacancies - Oban

For an application form and job description for the above post, contact:
Angela Gibson, HR Officer, The Scottish Salmon Company,

Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, PA26 8BH
Tel. No. 01499 600 430

Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date for applications: Friday, the 1st August 2014

Visit our website: www.scottishsalmon.com

provide regular reports on Hygiene performance.
- Supporting the Technical Department with all request for trend 
monitoring analyses.
- Assisting in the collection of occasional samples from the Harvest 
operations.
- Assisting the H&S Department in the maintenance of all Technical 
related H&S matters.
The ideal candidate would have previous Technical experience & 

Word and Microsoft Outlook skills are essential.
The role requires the successful candidate to be self-motivated and well 

able to communicate daily with other departments – building relationships 
across the whole business by phone and email, in addition to liaising 

will be provided if required. A full driving licence is essential for the role.
Working on a guaranteed paid 30 hour per week contract, 08.00am to 
03.00pm, Monday to Friday. Additional out of normal hours working may 
be required to meet the needs of the business.

The Scottish
Salmon Company

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of 
high quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of 
animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy.

On-Site Harvest Covering 
(The North & South of Scotland) Ref No: AG/07//14

Hourly Rate £11.557 based on a  
guaranteed 30 hours per week

This position will work a permanent nightshift, operating to the harvest 
schedule. The normal working week will be Sunday to Thursday (inclusive 
of these days) additional weekend working may be required.
Candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience of working within small, focused teams. Have previous 
Marine Site experience. Aquaculture experience is essential for this post. 
Preference will also be given to those candidates who can offer transfer-

As this position involves travelling a current clean driving license is es-
sential.

including entry into the Company pension scheme. 

For an application form and job description for the above post, contact:
Angela Gibson, HR Officer, The Scottish Salmon Company,

Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, PA26 8BH
Tel. No. 01499 600 430

Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date for applications: Friday, the 1st August 2014

Visit our website: www.scottishsalmon.com

operations.
- Assisting the H&S Department in the maintenance of all Technical 
related H&S matters.
The ideal candidate would have previous Technical experience & 

Word and Microsoft Outlook skills are essential.
The role requires the successful candidate to be self-motivated and well 

able to communicate daily with other departments – building relationships 
across the whole business by phone and email, in addition to liaising 

will be provided if required. A full driving licence is essential for the role.
Working on a guaranteed paid 30 hour per week contract, 08.00am to 
03.00pm, Monday to Friday. Additional out of normal hours working may 
be required to meet the needs of the business.

Hourly Rate £11.557 based on a  
guaranteed 30 hours per week

This position will work a permanent nightshift, operating to the harvest 
schedule. The normal working week will be Sunday to Thursday (inclusive 
of these days) additional weekend working may be required.
Candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience of working within small, focused teams. Have previous 
Marine Site experience. Aquaculture experience is essential for this post. 
Preference will also be given to those candidates who can offer transfer-

As this position involves travelling a current clean driving license is es-
sential.

including entry into the Company pension scheme. 
operations.
- Assisting the H&S Department in the maintenance of all Technical 
related H&S matters.
The ideal candidate would have previous Technical experience & 

Word and Microsoft Outlook skills are essential.
The role requires the successful candidate to be self-motivated and well 

able to communicate daily with other departments – building relationships 
across the whole business by phone and email, in addition to liaising 

will be provided if required. A full driving licence is essential for the role.
Working on a guaranteed paid 30 hour per week contract, 08.00am to 
03.00pm, Monday to Friday. Additional out of normal hours working may 
be required to meet the needs of the business.

Hourly Rate £11.557 based on a  
guaranteed 30 hours per week

This position will work a permanent nightshift, operating to the harvest 
schedule. The normal working week will be Sunday to Thursday (inclusive 
of these days) additional weekend working may be required.
Candidates will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience of working within small, focused teams. Have previous 
Marine Site experience. Aquaculture experience is essential for this post. 
Preference will also be given to those candidates who can offer transfer-

As this position involves travelling a current clean driving license is es-
sential.

including entry into the Company pension scheme. 

Senior Marine Operative
Isle of Mull 

Inch Kenneth / Geasgill
Salary: up to £25,500 plus overtime, dependent on experience

We are recruiting for a Senior Marine Operative based at our Inch Kenneth 
site on the Isle of Mull.  Under the direction of the Site Manager, you will 
lead a small team in all the day to day operations of the site and will 
assume responsibility for staff, vessels and equipment.

and organisational abilities with good numeric and IT skills.  They must 
also be committed to high standards of health and safety of staff and 
understand the importance of environmental issues.  A current, clean 
driving licence is essential.
Working hours are 40 per week Monday to Friday, with weekend working 
required on a rota basis.  We operate a generous company pension 
scheme and annual leave entitlement is 31 days.

Environmental Data Planner
Western Isles (Stornoway), Argyll (Cairndow), 

or Lochcarron (Strome)
Salary: Dependent on experience

This role will involve coordinating and managing the full application 
process for new site development including actively facilitating regular 
meetings with key stakeholders and participating in public consultation 
meetings.
The role will also focus on ensuring the optimisation of our existing sites 
whilst maintaining legislative compliance, and involve the utilisation of in-
ternal mapping tools for site design, and the preparation of Environmental 
Impact Assessments and the production of Environmental Statements.

Environmental discipline.  A full clean driving licence is also essential, 

our site teams across a varied geographical area.  Experience of working 
within the Scottish salmon industry would also be advantageous.

Applications are requested by CV and covering letter to the 
address below before 14 August 2015.  

For a detailed job specification please contact;
Lisa Connell HR and Training Manager 

The Scottish Salmon Company
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA

Email: lisa.connell@scottishsalmon.com
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of 
high quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of 
animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy. 

Closing date for both posts: 
14 August 2015.

To apply visit our website

Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£12,957 - £14,161  Campbeltown Ref: CTC00244

Housing Offi cer – Home Energy Effi ciency
£27,301 - £30,750 Negotiable in Argyll and Bute Ref: CMC00556

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/jobs

COMMITTED TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES.

In association with myjobscotland

YOUR COUNCIL – YOUR FUTURE

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Primary Teacher Gaelic Medium 
Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pairce
Salary: £21,867 - £34,887  
Hours: 35

Ref No: EDN001023

Closing Date: 13 August 2015
To find out more and apply go to  
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/jobs

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
ABOUT DIGITAL MARKETING?

Uncommon Knowledge is a specialist 
psychology training company based in Oban, 
with thousands of customers all over the world.  
We’re looking for an online customer service and 
administrator to deal with our customer emails, 
admin, order fulfilment and learn all about digital 
marketing.
£16,000-£19,000 pa (DOE) plus holidays, 
pension and performance based profit share 
after 6 months (historically over £3000).
Find out more
www.unk.com/company/customer-service

We are looking to recruit 

CARE ASSISTANTS
to join our existing skilled team. 

Full time and part time hours available.

KITCHEN ASSISTANT
40 hours over a 2 week period. 8am-6pm.

Please contact Louise Glasgow, 
Home Manager, for an application form 
for more information. Tel: 01631  720278

UNIT MANAGER
Required to compliment our existing skilled team.

You must have a flexible approach to shift 
pattern and be able to work weekends.

Excellent rate of pay depending on experience.

We also require NURSES 
to enhance our skilled team.

Flexible approach to working required 
Good rates of pay and a variety of hours.

Further skill based training available if required
£14.50 - £16.00 per hour

Please contact the Louise Glasgow 
Home Manager for application form 

or further information. Tel: 01631  720278

Farms Manager
Loch Etive, nr Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, 
is the largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our 
Marine and Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, 
England and Ireland.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualified and highly 
motivated individual to undertake the role of Farms Manager for our 
five seawater farms on Loch Etive, nr Taynuilt.
As Farms Manager you will be fully responsible for the day to 
day planning, running and reporting of all five farms, 25 staff and 
producing >3,000t annually of 5.5kg Rainbow Trout (Steelhead).
Reporting to the Production Manager, the successful candidate will 
already be a Farm Manager within the aquaculture industry, or an 
experienced Assistant Manager who is keen to progress in management.
Essential skills will require the demonstrable aptitude for managing 
and motivating personnel plus an ability for developing site 
infrastructure and establishing best farming practice, with first class 
planning and organisation abilities and a high degree of computer 
literacy. In addition, applicants should have a full driving license 
and be prepared to undertake travel as required.
Depending on experience, we offer an attractive salary package 
along with the opportunity to develop your management career 
within a company at the forefront of UK trout farming.  Our production 
in Loch Etive is expected to double within the next 2-3 years with 
the re-development of existing sites and the further potential for 
opening new production in a separate geographic region(s).
Assistance with relocation may be available.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your 
CV, by Thursday 13th August 2015, to:
Jane McCusker, HR Advisor, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, 
Bothwellpark Industrial Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Office 
01698 810008, E-mail: jane.mccusker@dawnfresh.co.uk
Informal enquires can be made to Gideon Pringle, Mobile 07747 
487232, E-mail gideon.pringle@dawnfresh.co.uk

West of Scotland Area Services 
– Oban Saturday Club

Autism Support Workers 
Permanent Part Time – 6 hours per week or 

fortnightly
Casual Opportunities also available

 £14,718 - £15,392 pro rata
£7.73 per hour for Casual

Reference:  SA/216
We have exciting opportunities within our 
Saturday Club and Evening Outreach Services 
for enthusiastic and committed Support Workers 
with an interest in developing a career working 
with individuals on the Autism Spectrum.
To download an application form or for more 
information please visit our website www.
scottishautism.org
Closing Date:  04 August 2015

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE

MARINE ENGINEER
We currently have a vacancy in our busy 
workshop team for a Marine engineer. Working 
as part of our existing team undertaking a variety 
of engineering operations applicants should have 
experience with modern marine diesel engines, 
petrol outboards and general marine systems. 
Electronic, electrical, welding and machine shop 
skills would all be beneficial. All relevant experience 
considered.
For further details and applications forms please 

contact Mark Cameron.
ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE

Ardfern, By Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN.
mark@ardfernyacht.co.uk 01852 500 247

Grieg Seafood, is a leading producer of quality Scottish farmed salmon, with a proven track 
record of achievement.  We have openings at Dunvegan, Skye for dynamic and dedicated 
candidates.

The successful candidate will be required to lead a team monitoring and controlling 
feeding operations on our fi sh farms in the Dunvegan area.  You will work closely with 
and report to the Area manager and will be an integral part of the management team.

You will have previous experience and a proven track record within the aquaculture 
industry.  While previous management experience is desirable full training will be pro-
vided.  A base salary of £30,700 plus overtime is available for this position.  In addition, 
performance and loyalty based bonuses are available for the successful candidate.

The successful candidate will be required to assist in the day to day running of our fi sh 
farms in the Dunvegan area as part of a team.  You will report to the Area Manager who 
will provide you with the necessary support services to allow you to concentrate on the 
main task of fi sh husbandry.

The successful candidate will have a track record within the aquaculture sector, although 
any additional training required will be given by the employer.  A base salary of £26,388 
plus overtime is available for this position.  In addition performance and loyalty based 
bonuses are available for the successful candidate.  

If you feel you have the necessary talent and commitment to apply for this position, please 
send an up-to-date CV to:
Bill Johnson, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, ZE1 0PX.
Or Email: bill.johnson@griegseafood.com 

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the following posts:

Experienced Individual, 
Engineering Technician or 

Graduate Engineer
We are looking for a suitably qualified or 
experienced individual to assist with tendering 
and pricing Civil and Marine based projects. 
This will involve entire project development 
from pricing and tendering to project delivery 
including client contact and site work.  It is 
expected that the individual will be able to adapt 
to all situations as expected working with in a 
small company and will be Oban based.  Driving 
licence and marine experience would be helpful 
but not essential.

Wages to suit individuals 
experience/qualification.

If interested please send your CV to

Sara Milton, North West Marine Ltd, 7e 
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll. PA34 4HG 
or email to sara@northwestmarine.co.uk

or call 01631 565652.

We are currently recruiting for a Machine Operator to 
be based at our Lingerton Landfi ll Site in Lochgilphead. 
Reporting to the Area Operations and Recycling Manager, 
key duties include:

site safely

whilst tipping

ensuring waste is disposed as per site permit

Experience required:

minor repairs
Desirable

or telehandler
You will be able to work on your own initiative to a 
high standard whilst having the ability to work within 

essential. You must possess an understanding of health 
and safety.  We are seeking an individual with a can do 
attitude and fl exible approach, who always strives to 
better themselves and the business.  
To apply please send your CV and covering letter 
quoting reference 038-15 to Ria Findlay, Shanks Waste 

Cambuslang, Glasgow, G32 8EY or via ria.fi ndlay@shanks.
co.uk   Closing date for applications is 14 August 2015.

To advertise in the Oban Times recruitment 
section please call 01631 568000



Thursday 30 July, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 27NEWS/PUBLIC NOTICES

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION OF 
COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Cornaigmore Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG165

Heanish Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG168

Sandaig & Middleton 
Common Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG171

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

First Registration of a Croft
Ewen J Morrison has 
registered their croft 11 
Treslaig, Ardgour on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by June 20, 
2015.
Details of registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
croft registration number is 
A0134

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

R MacLennan and Mrs C R 
MacLennan

3 Kirkapol, Tiree

0.075 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 

4.86.55793

Conditions: 2, 3 (b) and 4

Conditions

(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 

(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:

(b) the proposed 
development completion

(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

CHANGE OF EQUIPMENT, INVERAWE WEST (ETIVE 1), 
LOCH ETIVE

Notice is hereby given that Dawnfresh Farming Ltd has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
change of equipment, Inverawe West, Loch Etive:

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Inverawe West (Etive 1),  56° 26.847’ N 005° 12.562’ W
 Loch Etive 56° 26.898’ N 005° 12.597’ W
  56° 27.023’ N 005° 12.493’ W
  56° 27.060’ N 005° 12.312’ W
  56° 27.004’ N 005° 12.087’ W
  56° 26.954’ N 005° 12.052’ W
  56° 26.881’ N 005° 12.190’ W
  56° 26.856’ N 005° 12.381’ W

 (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Taynuilt Post Office.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental 
issues in respect of the application should be made in writing 
to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: 

05638
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/02831/FUL

15/02778/FUL

15/02780/FUL

Development  Address

Land North of Kilchoan 
House Hotel
Pier Road
Kilchoan
Acharacle

National Grid Wireless Site
Land 130M East of 
The Mackintosh Centre 
Mallaig

Land 80M South West of
Heatherbank
Strontian
Acharacle

Proposal Description

New Detached House

Installation of equipment at the 
Mallaig Transmitting Station

Erection of 2 houses & associated 
works (renewal of permission 
08/00254/OUTLO)

Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland

Fifth Reviews of Electoral Arrangements

Public consultation: ward boundary proposals

We have published our proposals for ward boundaries for each of Scotland’s 
32 councils, for public consultation until 22 October 2015. Our proposals can 
be inspected on our website www.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk or at a number of 
display points throughout Scotland. (Details of display points are available 
on our website).

Comments on our proposals can be submitted by using the comments 
facility on our website www.consultation.lgbc-scotland.gov.uk; by e-mail 
to lgbcs@scottishboundaries.gov.uk; or in writing to us at Thistle House, 
91 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh EH12 5HD. Please see our website 
for more details or follow us on Twitter @lgbcs. All comments will be 
published for public scrutiny. Comments should be submitted by Thursday 
22 October 2015.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982
APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A KNIFE DEALER’S LICENCE

Notice is hereby given that Sean Jameson has applied for grant of a Knife Dealer’s licence for the premises known as Nancy Blacks, 

18/19 Argyll Square, Oban, PA34 4AT to trade Monday to Saturday from 9.00am to 5.30pm and Sunday 12.00pm to 4.00pm.

Any person wishing to object or make representation regarding this application must do so in writing specifying the objection 

or nature of the representation, giving the name and address of the person making it and signed by that person to the 

undersigned by no later than 28 days from 30th July 2015. The Licensing Authority may entertain an objection/representation 

received after the 28 days before they make a final decision if satisfied there is a good reason why not made within 28 days.

CHARLES G REPPKE, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT

23rd July 2015

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01187/PP Erection of shed to house waste baler for 
recycling purposes.

Barrachander Quarry Kilchrenan 
Taynuilt Argyll and Bute PA35 1HD 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

15/01814/MFF Modification to existing fish farm site, 
including increase and alterations to 
moorings extent, addition of 2 x 80 metre 
circumference cages and siting of feed barge

Airds Bay (Etive 4) Loch Etive Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

15/01869/PP Change of use of pavement to form 
external seating area

34-38 George Street Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 5NL

Oban Area Office

15/01875/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Garden Ground of Craig Villa 
Dalmally Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

15/01901/PP Erection of wind turbine (maximum 
height of 25m to blade tip) and associated 
infrastructure

Land 200M to North of Ardlarach 
House Blackmill Bay Isle of Luing 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4TZ

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01334/PP Alterations (retrospective) and change of 
use of store/workshop to retail craft studio/
workshop

Portmore Main Street Tobermory 
Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6NU 

Tobermory Area Office

15/01944/PP Erection of garage/store Land North West of Dunearn 
Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

15/01997/LIB Internal alterations to form additional 
test room

70 George Street Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 5NN

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01947/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land East of Laggan View 
Glenegeadale, Isle of Islay Argyll 
and Bute PA42 7AS 

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

15/02039/PP Formation of vehicular access and 
installation of septic tank to serve house 
plots approved under planning permission 
reference 12/01053/PPP

Land East of Gortanachuirn Farm 
Bruichladdich Isle of Islay Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

public notices
CROFTING 

COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION 

OF COMMON GRAZINGS

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the 
following Common 
Grazings on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Balemartine Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG164

Caolis Common Grazings, 
Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG170

Cornaigbeg Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG166

Gott Common Grazings, 
Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG167

Greenhill Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG173

Hough (East End) 
Common Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG169

Hough (West) Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG174

West Hynish Common 
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number: 
CG175

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home

Big crowds turn 
out for big men 
at Inveraray 
Highland Games

Inveraray’s Steven King in the 
caber toss competition. The highly competitive Scottish backhold wrestling. 

World caber champion in 2013 
and 2014, Scott Ryder gets a 

winning throw in 2015. 
Big Sebastian Wenta likes his 

winning throw.

Neil Elliot of Helensburgh hurls the 56lb weight for distance. 

Inveraray Pipe Band leads the morning parade. 

TWO big men grabbed the 
headlines at Tuesday’s Inveraray 
Highland Games. 

Kentish competitor, Scott Ryder, 
won the George Hotel-sponsored 
World Caber Championships for 
the third year running at the Win-
terton - but this year he had to 
share his crown with giant Pole, 
Sebastian Wenta, after judges 
were unable to split the two.

It was an exciting end 
to a day that began 
rather less aus-

piciously, with heavy rain falling 
on saturated ground in the early 
hours. Things, as they say, dried 
up and the sun came out for much 
of the afternoon. 

The rain left a legacy behind of 
mud - and wellies were the order 
of the day while motorised assis-
tance stood by to help vehicles 

from the soggier corners of car 
parks.

The traditional 
grand opening 

parade was 

a sight to behold. With the Duke 
of Argyll at its head,the parade 
was led by Inveraray and District 
Pipe Band and 5 Scots Balaclava 
Company from the parish church 
to the Winterton.

As the day’s events unfolded, 
a crowd of around 5,000 created 
an atmosphere that buzzed with 
excitement.

Spectators at the friendly and 
vibrant event had plenty to 
choose from - the heavy athletics, 
Highland dancing, athletics, a full 
heavy event programme, cycling 
and Scottish backhold wrestling 
to high quality local food, side-
shows and the fun of the fair.

The solo piping set new records, 

with more than 110 entries and an 
extra performing platform and 
judge just to cope with numbers. 
The Grade A piobaireachd was 
won by Angus MacColl of Ben-
derloch. In a 35-strong Grade B 
piobaireachd competition, Gra-
ham Mulholland from Dunkeld 

lass Sarah Muir in third place. 

The Leslie Craig Kiltpin was 
this year awarded to the Grade C 
piobaireachd winner, and it went 
to Callum Wynd of Dunblane.

In the arena, soldiers from 5 
Scots Balaclava Company - for-
merly the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders - got stuck into many 
of the day’s athletics events. Even 

enjoying themselves immensely.
Supported by main sponsors, 

Loch Fyne Oysters and Clan 
Campbell Scotch Whisky, this 
was another successful Inveraray 
Games.

Convenor Alasdair Chrystal 
said: ‘It’s been another fantastic 
day. The numbers who came 
along have been great, the 

very happy with how the day has 
gone.’

He added: ‘I would like to 
thank the many volunteers who 
help put at this event year after 
year. Thanks as well to all the 
competitors and exhibitors, and 
not forgetting our sponsors for 
the event.’
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

MOBILITYHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

WHISKY TRADING

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS CHIMNEY SERVICES

SCAFFOLDINGPLUMBING AND ELECTRICS

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

REMOVALSBLINDS

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£
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YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 20 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................

DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT

 www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Fill in the form below and hand it in to any of our offices with 
your chosen image (details below)

ACCORDIAN

Telephone 01631 568000

Antique accordian.
Still plays a grand tune. 

£300 
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SELL WITH A 
PHOTO FOR 

ONLY £15.50

FOOT CLINIC

Laura Monsalve

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner
B.Sc Nursing SAC Dip FHP

Do you suffer from Corns, Callus/Hard Skin, Cracked 

Heels, Thick toe nails, Or unable to cut your nails?

For professional foot care in the comfort of your own home
I can visit you in Oban and surrounding areas.

Call us: 07791489312

  ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

ART DECO ONYX MANTEL 
CLOCKS Two clocks, dials 
aprox 4” diameter. Onyx body, 
working and keep time. For 
sale separately   £10 each 
Telephone 01631 770698.

  AUDIO 
EQUIPMENT

BOSS VOCAL EFFECTS 
UNIT Boss VE20 harmoniser 
and vocal effects unit,30 
presets and 30 user patches. 
As new boxed complete with 
manual and power supply  
£125 Telephone 07443 
606870.
RADIO/CD PLAYER portable, 
good condition   £10 Tele-
phone 07796 104145.

  BICYCLES
BIKE CARRIER  new, phone 
for details, bargain   £49.99 
Telephone 01631720369.
LADIES BSA BIKE 20” 
Wheels, 3 speed, good con-
dition   £50 Telephone 01631 
720036.
RALEIGH CAMEO Bicycle 
open to offers   Telephone 
01631 720036.
TOURING BIKE  Hand built by 
M. Steel Cycles to Dave Yates 
design.  Lightweight Hostellor 
19 1/2” frame, Reynolds 931 
tubing, fully equipped ready 
to tour.  Telephone for full 

photographs by email   £350 
Telephone 01880 730326.

  BUILDING / DIY
CUPA 3 SLATES surplus to 
requirements, 800 of 30x20 
at 25p each and 100 of 30x30 

at 60p each, or £220 the lot   
Telephone 01546 602420.
MULTI PURPOSE LADDER  
“Big Red Foot” multi purpose 
ladder   £50 ono Telephone 
01631 563655.

  CAR 
ACCESSORIES

mats. Charcoal/black, as new, 
Oban area   £10 Telephone 
07919 246199 ².

  CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250
BRAKE DISCS Delphi 
BG2407 284 diameter Vented   
£35 Telephone 01546 605251.
SUZUKI VITARA deep dish 
5 spoke alloy tyres X 4, size 
235 R 60 x16   £99 Telephone 
01499 500621 or 07881 
674301.
WHEEL TRIMS set of four, 
still boxed, never used    £10 
Telephone 01586 553730.

  CHRISTMAS
ARTIFICIAL TREE  decorative 
tree from Next, 4’ high, nice for 
hallway etc   £9.99 Telephone 
07796 104145.

  DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DYSON With tools. Good con-
dition   £40 Telephone 01499 
500621 or 07881 674301.
GAS COOKER Bush AG-
56DW gas cooker 50cm wide. 
Less than a year old. Main 
oven, top oven and grill, 4 
hobs   £99  Telephone 07966 
435245.

  DOMESTIC PETS
GERMAN SHORT HAIRED 
POINTER  puppies, KC Reg, 

Micro Chipped, Wormed, both 
parents working, can be seen,  
4 Bitches, 2 Dogs, born June 1 
, ready Aug 1,  bitches, 2 dogs   
£700 Telephone 01387 740575.
LABRADOR DOG PUPPIES 
yellow and black, ready to go 

Trial Winner Caper Coun-
tess - bred for temperament, 
suitable pet/gun dog   £450 
Telephone 07780 791837.
LABRADOR PUPS fox red 
and yellow, parents and 
grandparents can be seen.  
All hip scored, eyes clear 
and elbows. Ready from 18th 
July   £500  Telephone 01290 
338747 ².
LHASA APSO PUPS  1 
female, 2 males. Telephone 
after 4 pm for price  Telephone 
07837 239459 ².
PUPPIES Welsh Springer 
Spaniel puppies, excellent 
pedigree, KC registered, 
fab family pets, mum can be 
seen, North Ayrshire   £850 
Telephone 01294 832283 ².

  FIREARMS
SHOTGUN Rizzini 12 bore 
over and under multi choke 
shotgun, hardly used. Buyer 
must have a shotgun licence   
£350 Telephone 07767 
306086 ².

  FURNITURE
NINE TABLES  Suitable for 
Village or Church Hall, good 
condition, buyer to collect   £90 
Telephone 01855 811322².

  HEALTH 
AND FITNESS

POWER TECH BODY SHAP-
ER Power tech body shaper 
with instruction booklet   £55 
Telephone 07920 770093.

  HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

SOLID LIMESTONE 
FIRE-SURROUNDS Brand 
new polished limestone and 
granite imported from Portugal 
no longer required 2 available 
with hearth mantel and slips   
£275 Telephone 01631 750135.

  HOBBIES 
AND CRAFTS

FLOOR WEAVING LOOM 
36“, 4 harness, foldable with 
stainless reeds, yarn, books 
etc etc.  Offers. Tel. Dave   
Telephone 01546 603883.
JAM/JELLY JARS Several 
boxes of assorted jam/jelly 
jars with lids for free    Tele-
phone 01631 562824.
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue & Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print    Tele-
phone 01586554975.

  HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER TROLLEY silver 
metal, good condition   £12 
Telephone 07796 104145.

  KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM

CASSEROLE DISH WITH LID 
ONE 1L glass casserole dish 
with lid   £5 Telephone 07810 
577109.
KITCHEN SCALES ONE 5kg 
kitchen scales – new   £5 
Telephone 07810 577109.
KITCHENWARE ONE 6 piece 
knife/scissors set in wooden 
block – new   £5 Telephone 
07810 577109.
ONE SHOT GLASSES twelve 
one shot glasses – new   £5 
Telephone 07810 577109.

PORCELAIN DISHES TWO 
round 21.5cm porcelain over- 
tableware dishes – new   £5 
Telephone 07810 577109.
PYREX DISHES TWO 1 
and a half litre round pyrex 
dishes – new   £5 Telephone 
07810577109.
VICTORIA PLUM CABINET 
new white with shelf mirror 
and side cabinet. Sienna 
850, boxed bargain   £49.99 
Telephone 01631 720369.

  LEISURE 
AND LIFESTYLE

HILLEBERG STALON GT 
TENT  2 person, spacious 
and comfortable four season 
tunnel tent.  Store room with 
small entrance, bedroom 
with built in groundsheet, 
kitchen with storage and 
main entrance.  Three 
Easton 7075W 8.6mm x 
3580mm tent poles. Stuff 
sack. Weight 4kg. Telephone 
for photos by email   £250  
Telephone 01880 730326.

  LIVESTOCK
HENS mixed, laying hens, 
Dalmally   £4 each Telephone 
07766 624438 ².
PULLETS Skye pure pullets 
black or brown   Telephone 
01470 572213 ².

  MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 

Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk.  .

  MARINE 
ELECTRONICS

BRIGGS & STRATTON 
FOUR STROKE  Air Cooled, 
Watermota Super shrimp (less 
than 50 hours running time) 
complete with variable pitch 
fully feathering propeller and 
prop shaft, 7 amp dynastart 
unit, service and installation 
manual   £450 Telephone 
01436 820914.
SEAGULL FORTY PLUS 
OUTBOARD MO  In good 
working order   £200ono 
Telephone 01436 820914.

  MARINE UNDER 
£250

AVON 9’ INFLATABLE DIN-
GHY with outboard bracket, 
oars and foot operated 

£250 ono Telephone 01436 
820914.

  MISCELLANEOUS
WHELK POTS Lay down 
whelk pots, made to order. 
Excellent quality, low prices. 
Contact for more information    
Telephone 07783 596725 ².

OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CARRIER FOR KAYAK  
Malone Auto Loader X.  J”s 
and removable loading ramp. 
J’s attach to car roof bars (not 
provided). Oban area   £60  
Telephone 07919 246199 ².
GOLF - ZEBRA PUTTER Zebra 
putter plus 15 new golf balls   
£10 Telephone 07919 246199.
KAYAK Ocean Kayak Venus 
11, sit on top, compete with 
Ainsworth oar and life jacket. 
Suit lady, Oban area   £350  
Telephone 07919 246199 ².
LADIES GOLF CLUBS How-
son midsize for lady or youth, 
3 5 7 9 P SW putter W1&3, 
bag, trolley, loads extra’s, 
Oban area   £55 Telephone 
07919 246199 ².
TROUT FISHING ROD bruce 
& walker Stillwater reservoir 

ing rod v.g.c ,cover + tube for 
storage   £60 ono Telephone 
01631 5630906.

  PET 
ACCESSORIES

with hood and light   £8  Tele-
phone 07796 104145.

  PHOTOGRAPHY
FUJIFILM CAMERA Finepix 
sl1000 camera with 50x zoom, 
spare battery
£65 ono   Telephone 01631 
563655.
SURVEYORS TRIPOD AND 
QUICKSET 0.9-1.4m alloy 
tripod with Quickset Samson 
2way head 1/4”. Heavy duty, 
suit large telescope or big 
video camera. Sturdy kit   £25  
Telephone  01631 770698.

  PRINTING 
AND STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
Market your business ef-
fectively with professionally 

phone 01586 554975.
WEDDING STATIONERY 
Ranges to suit all tastes, custom 
designs from your ideas, paper 
and card for those making their 

own. Contact Krisp Print   Tele-
phone 01586 554975.

  WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap cars, 
copper, brass, lead etc.  
Smaller quantities considered     
Telephone 07435 589701.
RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN  
looking for residential caravan 
to buy or rent    Telephone 
07581 249392 ².
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times
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Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

wyvexmedia.co.uk

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

GRADUATIONS

WEDDINGS

Julie Campbell graduated from Glasgow University with 
a BSC (Hons) in Veterinary Biosciences.  Julie is the 

daughter of Bruce and Jean Campbell, North Connel 
and the granddaughter of the late Sandy and Margaret 

Campbell, North Connel and the late Alasdair and Lizzie 
Munro, Benderloch.  Julie is a former pupil of Lochnell 

Primary School and Oban Hugh School.  She now works 
for Scotmin Nutrition based in Ayr where she has taken 

up an animal nutritionist post.

Jonathon Rimmer who has gradauated from Stirling 
University, achieving a 1st Class Bachelor of Arts Degree 

with Honours in English Studies and Film & Media.
He is the son of Peter and Sue Rimmer, Oban and a 

former pupil of Oban High School. Peter now writes for 
the weekly music column in The National Newspaper.

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 
on Monday July 27, 2015, 
in his 78th year, Hector 
MacLean Campbell, much 
loved husband of Mairi, dad 
to Linda and Nicola, father-in-
law to Kenny and Cameron, 
loving papa to Scott, Anna and 
Rachel, Steven and Imogen 
and brother to Allan.
DAVIES - Joanna Mary Davies 
died on July 16, 2015, aged 
68 years. She was a devoted 
mum and granny.  The funeral 
will take place at Clydebank 
Crematorium on Monday,  
August 3, 2015 at 10am. Loved 
and missed.
FALCONER - Peacefully 
at home on July 21, 2015. 
Lake Falconer, aged 87 years. 
Beloved husband of Margaret 
and father to Lake and Keith. 
Funeral service was held at 
Kilmore and Oban Church of 
Scotland on Monday, July 27, 
2015.
FENTON - Jane (Jean). 
Formerly of 2 Dalrigh, Oban, 
passed away peacefully at 
Eader Glinn Care Home on 
July 24, 2015 aged 87. Much 
loved aunt and friend to many.
MACDONALD - Caroline 
(née MacKenzie), passed away 
Monday, July 20, 2015 aged 71 
years. Beloved wife of Kenneth 
MacDonald, dearly loved 
mother of Iona and adored 
grandmother of Catherine. 
Will be sadly missed. A private 
funeral was held on Tuesday, 
July 28 at her request.

PENTYCROSS - 
Christopher Ronald, 

died suddenly on July 
19, 2015 in his 86th 

year. Funeral service has 
taken place. Donations to 
Cancer Research UK, The 
Countryside Alliance or 
Blue Cross may be sent 
to A H Cheater Funeral 

Directors 122 
The Hundred, 

Romsey Hants SO51 8BY.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
LANGAN - Mary Langan 
and family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
cards and letters of sympathy 
received following the recent 
sad loss of a wonderful 
husband, dad and papa, 
Michael.
MACDONALD - Susie and 
family would like to thank all 
relatives and friends for the 
sympathy and kindness shown 
on the passing of Jimmy. 
Thanks to the nursing staff of 
Belford Hospital, to Fr Roddy 
McAulay for his spiritual 
comfort and lovely service, 
to Mike McFall funeral 
directors for their support and 
guidance, to Libby and staff 
at Mosspark, to Caroline and 
Hamish for their kindness, to 
Caol Community Centre for 
catering and refreshments and 

the church and graveside. 
the retiring collection for 
Mosspark Resident’s Fund 
raised the sum of £460.
TAYLOR - Antoni. June, 
Peter, Paula and Gray would 
like to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for cards, 

thanks also to doctors, nurses 
and staff at Dalmally Medical 
Practice and Pharmacy, Ward 
B staff  Macmillan unit staff 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, who were a great 
support to Antoni. Thank you 
to Rev Fred booth for his 
comforting service and for the 
generous donations to Cancer 
Research UK given on the day 
of the funeral. Thanks to Ian 
MacInnes for all his help.

MEMORIAMS
GILLIES - May, died August 
1, 2013.
No verse can say

How much we lost two years 
today
Always in our thoughts mum.
- With love from Angela and 
David xx
GILLIES - In loving memory 
of May a dear mother, 
grandmother and great 
grandmother, who passed 
away August 1, 2013.
Sorely missed.
Time passes memories stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Theresa, Iain, Laura, 
Catherine, Richard, Seamus 
and Sorcha.
GILLIES - In loving memory 
of a dear mum, granny and 
great granny May, who passed 
away August 1, 2013.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Donald, Anne, Paul, 
Kayleigh, Theo and Martin.
KENNEDY - Vincent. 
So let’s raise a glass to absent 
friends, for every road must 
end
You’ll always be here in our 
hearts
Our special absent friend.
KERR – Special memories of 
our mother, mother-in-law and 
granny Flora, who died July 
26, 2004.
- John, Morag and family x
MACCOLL - Remembering 
our dad Ronnie who passed 
away at Feochan Cottages, 
Kilmore on July 30, 2009.
- Morven, Christina, Deirdre, 
Duncan and families. 

MACDOUGALL - In loving 
memory of Ian our son, 
brother, uncle and daddy, who 
died August 1, 2014.
A loving heart stopped beating
As we watched you slip away
Our hearts were truly broken
As you fought so hard to stay
God saw you were so tired
The cure was not to be
He put his arms around you 
And whispered come to me.
- Lots of Love from mum, dad, 
Fiona, Michael, Rebecca and 
Matthew.
MACGREGOR - Treasured 
memories of John a dear 
husband, step-dad and papa 
who passed away July 28, 
2014.
Lonely is our home without 
you
Thoughts of you are always 
near
We who loved you sadly miss 
you 
As time unfolds upon the year.
Forever loved.
- Cathie, Charissa and families.
MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of my very dear 
husband, our much loved 
father, grampa and great 
grampa Iain, who passed away 
on July 29, 2012 at Gartnavel 
Hospital.
We remember his smile and the 
things he would say,
We treasure the hours we spent 
every day, 
The laughs that we had the 
secrets we shared,
The love that he gave,the way 
that he cared.
- Inserted by his loving wife 
Flora, and family, Angus, 
Lachie, Margaret, Christine, 
Fiona, Linda, Alastair and all 
their families.
McGUNIGAL - In loving 
memory of my beloved wife 
Dorothy, who passed away 
peacefully at home July 29, 
2014.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It’s the heartache of losing you
That never goes away.
Loved always.
- Sandy, daughters, grand-
children and great grand-
children.
SMITH – In loving memory 
of our dearly loved parents,  
Morag, who died on July 14, 
2007 and Jimmy, who died on 
August 1, 2012.
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Violet and Theresa.
STEWART – In loving 
memory of Alistair a loving 
husband, devoted father and 
grandfather, who passed away 
August 1, 2008.
Deep in our heart your memory 
is kept
To love and cherish and never 
forget.
- Christine and family.

MEMORIALS

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

Rachel Louise Small, Dunfermline, granddaughter of the 
late Donald John & Mary (Monty) MacLennan, Dunmar 

Court, Oban. Graduated July 7, 2015 from Edinburgh 
Napier University BA with First Class Honours in 

Journalism.

Lynsey MacAllister graduated from Dundee University 
on 26th June 2015 with an Honours Degree in History 

and Politics. Daughter of John and Adrienne MacAllister, 
Oban. Lynsey is a former pupil of Park Primary and 

Oban High School.

St Margaret’s RC Church, Roy Bridge, 
Eilidh Davies of Invergarry and Gary Paterson 
of Wrexham, both now of Slackbuie, Inverness. 

(Scott Hogg Photography)

A CELEBRATION of 
music in flowers was the 
theme of the third bi-annual 
flower festival at Glenorchy 
Church, Dalmally.

The event was held in 
aid of the Oban Multiple 
Sclerosis Therapy Centre 

and Argyll Young Carers 
and brought a good number 
of people out over the three 
days to see the 23 wonderful 
displays on show.

Music from the songs cho-
sen was played throughout 
the church.

While the flower festival 
is now over, a number of 
displays are still on show 
in the popular rural church 
with the anniversary barrier, 
a visitors’ cross and a fasci-
nating historical exhibition.

Colourful displays 
hit the perfect note at 

BRIGHT COLOURS: Jane Goodwin with her take on Over the Rainbow 15-t31dalmally3

LOVE: Gill Chrystal with Let your Love Flow 
15_t31dalmally2

JAZZY: Summertime by Anne Rae. 
15_t31dalmally1

HOPE REIGNS: volunteers at Hope Soup Kitchen in Oban’s former Mantrap bar hosted a 
table top sale to raise money for the work of the charity.

Jessie MacDonald, Mary Black, Marie McGrath, Tina Ahmed and Cathleen McArthur 
helped out with items costing between 30 pence and £1 - whereas designer gear was 

£3 per item. 
15_t31hope1
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 Oban Saints 3
 East Kilbride 2
 Pre-season friendly

Glencruitten

Golf News

Fort William

Tobermory

Dalmally

MARTIAL    RTSMARTIAL    RTS
WITH IAIN RODGER

Kyokushinkai Karate
On Friday July 10, 12 members of 
Caledonia Kyokushin travelled 
to Lea Green in Derbyshire to 
attend a national training camp.
 Iain Rodger, who was one of the 
instructors at the camp, along 
with five members from the Oban 
club, four from Lochgilphead 
and two from Stirling made the 
trip south to meet up and train 
with like-minded people from 

Mark Welsh bear crawls.

The Scottish squad: Back Row L-R Iain Rodger, Mark Welsh, Paul 
Mackay, Joe Lekalake, Ethan Lekalake. Fornt Row: Brian Sellick, 

Dave Sellick, Amy Campbell, Drew MacKinnon, Iain Rennie, Darryl 
McLaughlin. (Missing from photo: Mhairi Weldon)

Flying the fl ag: L-R Drew MacKinnon, Mark Welsh, Iain Rodger, Brian 
Sellick, Paul Mackay, Amy Campbell, Darryl McLaughlin, and 

Mhairi Weldon.

Mark Welsh’s assault course team. Mark is on the far right. 
Darryl McLaughlin, left, and Joe Lekalake, second from right, with 

their assault course team.

around the country. The training 
was intense and equated to 
more than two months’ worth of 
normal training at home. All of 
those attending came away with 
a feeling of achievement. Darryl 
McLaughlin (14) from the Oban 
club was the youngest person 
there and thoroughly enjoyed it, 
he was a credit to his club and is 
ready to sign up for next year!

Day one consisted of a warm-up 

session in the sports hall which 
included a fitness test and basic 
techniques. Day two started at 
06:45 with an outdoor session 
which included punishing hill 
sprints and bear crawls up and 
down steps then followed by more 
basic techniques.

After a much needed breakfast 
the morning (10am) session was 
based on syllabus work, making 
sure that everyone was working 
together with the same tech-
niques.

After lunch the training 
resumed again at 2pm and this 
time was a punishing pad session 
which pushed the students to 
their limits. Another well-earned 
meal break and training resumed 
again at 7pm. This time working 
on kata (set patterns).

Sunday morning started again 
at 06:45 with the assault course. 
This was done in teams and Mark 
Welsh’s team narrowly missed 
out on first place with a very 

respectable time which was faster 
than the previous record. After 
breakfast, the morning session 
was fighting techniques and 
sparring. After lunch it was time 
to pack up and leave for the long 
trip home, the last to be dropped 
off was in Oban at around 11pm. 
All in all, a long, tiring but very 
rewarding weekend.

Paul Mackay from Oban said: ‘I 
would highly recommended this 
for anyone with a martial arts in-
terest, even the fittest felt unfit!’

Drew MacKinnon, who also 
lives in Oban added: ‘It was a 
great opportunity to learn from 
different instructors, meet new 
people and train with them. It 
was a fantastic experience.’

For info on the Kyokushinkai 
classes contact Iain Rodger on 
iain@ikku.co.uk 

MMA
The MMA classes are continuing 
as normal, with the addition of 

an extra class at the Atlantis on 
Thursdays during the school 
holidays. The club attended 
a seminar last weekend and a 
report on this will be in the next 
column. For info on the classes 
contact Iain Potter on coogie-
pots@gmail.com

Kickboxing
The Kickboxing classes are con-
tinuing as normal with everyone 

training hard. Anyone looking 
for information on the classes 
should contact Wullie Rodger on 
shihanwill@gmail.com

Shukokai karate
Argyll Martial Arts classes are 
available in Oban, Dalmally 
and Inveraray. Anyone looking 
for information on these classes 
should contact Kenny Gray on 
kenni.gray@btinternet.com

SAINTS welcomed frequent 
pre-season opponents, East 
Kilbride, back to Glencruitten 
last Saturday afternoon after an 
absence of several years.
 Crowned Central Scottish Am-
ateur Football League Division 
One champions at the end of 
last season, EK provided Saints 
with another excellent workout as 
manager, Alex Craik, continues 
to prepare his side for the new 
season ahead.
 Alex opted for the same starting 
eleven that defeated Vale of 
Leven Juniors the previous week 
with the exception of skipper, 
Marc MacCallum, whose slight 
groin strain wasn’t risked. Marc’s 
place in the back four was taken 
by Dene Cassells with Donnie 
Campbell taking the captain’s 
armband.
 The visitors kicked off attacking 
the clubhouse end and were 
immediately up to full throttle 
winning every 50/50 challenge 
and generally looking sharper 
than Saints in every department.
 EK cashed in on their early 
dominance in the ninth minute 

Saints’ strikers do the business
after a good move up the left 
wing - a low cross to the near post 
looked easy enough for the Saints 
defence to deal with but, despite 
several attempts, the danger 
wasn’t cleared and EK centre 
forward, Dougie Ryan, bundled 
the ball over the line to give the 
visitors the lead.
 Saints fell further behind in the 
twelfth minute to another scrap-
py goal after Willie Gemmell 
failed to deal with a long ball 
through the middle. Once again 
several opportunities to clear 
the danger were spurned before 
a shot from the edge of the box 
by Willie Hastings deflected off 
Dene Cassells, completely wrong 
footing Thomas McCulloch to 
double the visitor’s advantage.

Success
 Lewis Cameron was beginning 
to enjoy some degree of success 
on the right and won a twenty 
fifth minute corner from which 
he found the head of Myles 
McAuley, but the Saints mid-
fielder was unable to direct his 
header on target.
 Two minutes later, Craig MacE-
wan and Donnie Campbell linked 
up well on the edge of the box to 
set up a shooting opportunity. 
Donnie shifted the ball onto his 

right foot opening up space for a  
curling shot which went narrowly 
wide of the keeper’s left hand 
post.
 On the half hour mark, Lewis 
Cameron made another good run 
up the Saints right and delivered 
a tempting cross into the middle 
where Dean Smith’s spectacular 
goal-bound bicycle kick was 
blocked by the EK defence.
 Saints were certainly playing 
some better stuff now and came 
close again with another curling 
Donnie Campbell effort over the 
crossbar after a Dean Smith cut 
back on the left wing.

With next weekend’s Rhu 
tournament in mind, Alex Craik 
made three half-time substitu-
tions replacing Scott Maitland, 
Keith Millar and Dean Smith 
with Jamie Graham, Paul Kerr 
and Allan MacKay.

The home side were beginning 
to get behind the EK defence 
with full backs, Martin Bonar 
and Jamie Graham, overlapping 
well on the wings and only the 
final ball was lacking.

Saints eventually made the 
breakthrough in the 56th minute 
from a short Lewis Cameron free 
kick after Allan MacKay had 
been fouled twenty five yards 

out. Lewis played the ball short 
to Donnie Campbell who tricked 
his way into the left hand side of 
the box before picking out Allan 
MacKay on the six yard line who 
rolled the ball into the net from 
his favourite distance.

On the hour mark, Martin 
Bonar made way for Ross Mait-
land to make his first pre-season 
appearance. 

Free kick
Saints drew level in the 67th 

minute again from a Lewis 
Cameron free kick won by Allan 
MacKay.  

From twenty eight yards out 
and slightly left of centre, Lewis 
struck a powerful shot past the 
EK wall beating the keeper’s 
left hand but not the post. With 
Ross Maitland and Allan MacK-
ay waiting to pounce on the 
rebound, the ball came back off 
the post, hit the goalkeeper on 
the back of the head and bounced 
into the net.

Saints regained possession 
straight from the restart and 
launched a lightning quick coun-
ter attack sending Ross Maitland 
tearing up the right wing to de-
liver a fizzing cross which evaded 
Allan MacKay in the centre but 
was diverted into the net by Craig 

MacEwan’s outstretched leg at 
the back post to give Saints the 
lead.

Saints had their tails up now 
and were playing some excellent 
football, keeping the home crowd 
royally entertained.

With ten minutes remaining 
Alex Craik made his final chang-
es withdrawing Lewis Cameron 
and Craig MacEwan and replac-
ing them with Matty Kelly and 
Kevin Keen.

EK kept plugging away and 
the eye-catching Scott Hadden 
jinked his way into the right- 
hand side of the Saints box and 
picked out Calum Robertson on 
the edge of the box, but he shot 
high and wide of target.

Referee Litster, who had a good 
game, brought proceedings to 
a close shortly thereafter with 
Saints winning an entertaining 
game by the odd goal in five.

Manager Craik was reasonably 
happy with the performance. He 
said: ‘We got off to a bad start 
losing two poor goals, something 
we will need to take a look at, but 
after that we played some good 
football against an excellent EK 
side. I was delighted that three 
strikers got on the scoresheet and 
I am pleased with the fitness lev-

els of the players, they have been 
working really hard at training.’

Saints now take to the road 
where they will hope to keep 
their good pre-season form going 
at the Rhu invitational tourna-
ment celebrating 120 years of 
Rhu Amateur Football Club.

Saints take on Rhu in the first 
game, kicking off at 11am then 
they play old rivals, Greenock 
HSFP.

ON THE BALL: Myles McAuley in 
action during Saturday’s match.

Lewis Cameron, far left, nets Saints second goal with a thundering free kick from 28 yards past the East Kilbride wall. Match report and photos Derek Black 

FORMER Dalmally golfer, John 
Cowan, now of Taymouth Castle, 
drew on his knowledge of the 
Strathorchy course to secure his 
second Open title in three years.   
  His early clubhouse lead lasted 
throughout the day with a one 
over par 65 enough to see off 
Wyndham Tranter (Raglan Parc) 
and David Howie (Taynuilt) both 
of whom shot 67s. 

In the handicap section, home 
player, Graeme MacKechnie, 
confirmed his recent return to 
top form with a sparkling 61 to 
win by two from fellow Dalmally 
man, Jim Livingstone. A better 
inward half by newcomer to the 
Open, Graeme Gavin of Niddry 
Castle, allowed him to see off 
a host of players on 64 for third 
place. 

Home players had their radar 
on scooping all four nearest 
the pin prizes, Jim Livingstone, 
Gerry Davies, Shaun Squire and 
Steven Turner being pin high, 
while David Graham (Glencruit-
ten) cracked the longest drive of 
the day.

JULY medal, played on Wednes-
day July 22: 1 Jamie Beaton 65 
(75-10); 2 Dave MacVicar 70 
bih (85-15); 3 Alasdair Grant 70 
bih (80-10); 4 Chris Hanley 70 
(83-13). 

Skye cup round three, played 
on July 25 and 26: 1 Gillies 
Nicolson 59 (78-19); 2 John 
Finlayson 61 (73-12); 3 Murdo 
Gordon 65 bih (72-7); 4 Martin 
Bird 65 bih (79-14); 5 Jamie 
Beaton 65 (75-10). 

THE VICE captain’s prize, 
played on Sunday July 19: 1 
Andrew Bergin 63 (82-19); 2 
Nicholas Hough 67 (78-11); 3 
Graeme Worsdall 70 (89-19).

The rescheduled June medal, 
played on Saturday July 21: 
Section one -  1 James Duncan 
68 (81-13); 2 Keith Sangster 
69 (82-13); 3 George Band 
86 (100-14). Section two - 1 
Sebastian MacMillan 71 (86-15); 
2 Andrew Bergin 72 (90-18); 3 
Frank Sweeney 77 (92-15). 

The ladies rescheduled June 
medal, played on Saturday, July 
25: 1 Kay Jerram 72 (96-24); 2 
Rosemary MacIntyre 75 (86-11); 
3 Ann Lovatt 76 (101-25). 

Isle of Skye

MEN’S Section: Centenary 
Trophy, 3rd round - 1 Graham 
Davidson 68-06-62; 2 John Weir 
77-14-62; 3 Gordon Chalmers 
78-15-62

Ladies Section: Glenys Clegg 
Trophy - 1 Anne Clair Landolt 
37 points; 2 Doris Hargreaves 21 
points; 3 Jennifer Jack 20 points.

THE winner of the Ginty 
Trophy held at Glencruitten on 
Saturday was Willie McAdam 
with a score of 68 – 6 = 62. 
Runner-up was Allan MacPhee 
with a score of 72 – 9 = 63. 
Robert MacIntyre was third 
with a score of 60 + 4 = 64.

On Sunday, Phillip Murphy 
won the Wilson Cup with a score 
of 66. Stephen Murphy won the 
Britannia Cup with a score of 
68 – 6 = 62.

On Saturday, the Champi-
onship and Handicap Trophy 
third round takes place with the 
fourth round on Sunday. 

The Glencruitten Open takes 
place the following weekend on 
Saturday 8th August.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £650
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

I Henderson
Midlock Street
Glasgow

J Stevenson
Sim Street
Stewarton
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Shinty

Fixtures

Results
Saturday July 25
Artemis Macaulay Cup
Semi Finals
Oban Caman 0 - 2 Inveraray  
Newtonmore 4 - 2  Lovat  
   
Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William 2 - 0 Kingussie 
Kyles Ath 10 - 0 Kinlochshiel
Lochaber 3 - 4 Glenurquhart
 
Marine Harvest
National Division 
Ballachulish 0 - 6 Caberfeidh 
Kilmallie 7 - 0 Glasgow MA
Skye 3 - 2 Inverness 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart 0 - 4 Strathglass 
Kinlochshiel 1 - 1 Beauly  
Lochcarron 2 - 5 Kingussie  
Lovat 1 - 6 Newtonmore
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute 4 - 0 Lochside Rovers
Inveraray P - P Strachur  
Unplayable field
Kilmory P - P Glenorchy  
Unplayable field
Kyles Athletic P - P Aberdour 
Unplayable field

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine P - P Kilmallie 
Kilmallie unable to field a   
team, points to Boleskine
Glengarry 2 - 4 Aberdeen Uni 
Inverness 0 - 7 Lochaber  
Lewis 4 - 1 Strathspey  
Skye 2 - 2 Caberfeidh  
   
Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Ballachulish P - P Glasgow MA 
Rearranged for August 15
Bute P - P Oban Lorn  
Unplayable field
Col Glen 2 - 1 Aberdour

Wednesday July 29
Marine Harvest Premiership
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic 
Lachie Woods - 7pm

Friday July 31
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie v Newtonmore 
Billy Wotherspoon - 6pm 

Saturday August 1
SSE Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 3rd Round 
Replay
Fort William v Lovat  
John Angus Gillies - 3pm

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Oban Camanachd 
Evan MacRae - 3pm
Lochaber v Kyles Athletic
Deek Cameron
Glenurquhart v Inveraray  
Ron Kennedy

Marine Harvest National 
Division 
Caberfeidh v Kilmallie  
Ronnie Campbell
Skye v Beauly  
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Lovat   
Archie Ritchie
Fort William v Strathglass  
Duncan Kelly - 12pm
Kingussie v Glenurquhart 
David Mitchell
Kinlochshiel v Lochcarron  
John Matheson - 12pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray v Bute   
John MacGregor
Kilmory v Kyles Athletic 
Robert Baxter
Glenorchy v Lochside Rovers 
Lachie Wood - 3pm
Oban Celtic v Aberdour  
Graham Cameron 3pm
Strachur v Taynuilt  
Euan Pearson

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Strathspey  
John Wood 
Glengarry v Caberfeidh  
Scot McNeil
Inverness v Aberdeen University 
Andy MacLean
Kilmallie v Lochaber  
Willie MacDonald

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Bute v Col Glen
Jon Gallagher
Oban Lorn v Glenorchy  
Alan Harrison - 12pm

Throw ups 2.30 unless stated

Inveraray and Newtonmore to 

JUBILATION: James Robinson celebrates scoring Newtonmore’s 
fourth goal in his team’s 4-2 win over Lovat in the Macaulay Cup

semi-fi nal last Saturday. Photo: Neil Paterson

TOP MAN: Despite being on the 
losing side, Oban Camanachd’s 

James MacMillan was voted man 
of the match in the Macaulay 

Cup semi-fi nal. James was
presented with his award by 
Alan Hill from the Macaulay 

Association.

ACTION MEN: Fort William’s double scorer, Duncan Rodger, and 
Kingussie’s James Hutchison in action during last Saturday’s Marine 

Harvest Premiership match at An Aird. The Fort won 2-0

CLASH AT THE ASH: Inveraray’s Nicholas Crawford and Oban Camanachd’s Malcolm Clark get to grips 
during the Artemis Macaulay Cup semi-fi nal at Mossfi eld Stadium. The yellow and black won through 

2-0 thanks to goals from Euan McMurdo and Lewis MacNicol Photo: Stephen Lawson

Macaulay Cup
OBAN CAMANACHD suffered 
disappointment at the weekend, 
losing 2-0 to Inveraray in the 
Macaulay cup semi-final.

The tie saw Camanachd’s new 
manager, Ian Hay, in charge for 
the first time following Gussie 
Campbell’s resignation from the 
club last week.

Hay said: ‘We must have had 
about 60 per cent of the play and 
maybe eight or nine shots on 
target, but their keeper, Graham 
MacPherson, had two or three 
outstanding saves. 

‘We probably had the better of 
the play in the whole of the first 
half, but just couldn’t get past 
Graham in goals, then lost our 
first goal about 15 minutes in.

‘In the second half, we had 
Keith McMillan go off injured, 
and, although we pressed we 
couldn’t score, and they managed 
to make it 2-0. Scott MacMillan 
getting sent off for us too obvi-
ously didn’t help.

‘We pressed on but Graham 
had another two or three 
cracking saves, so again, a good 
performance, but we just couldn’t 
put the ball in the back of the net.’

This Saturday, Hay’s side will 
travel to Kinlochshiel, in a league 
tie which will be important if 
the side want to remain in the 
Premier Division next season. 

‘Hay said: ‘We have to start 
picking up the points now. Even 
a draw would be something, then 
we can concentrate on winning 
our home games, as we have 
about seven still to play. Our 
main objective now is to stay in 
the Premiership.’

Saturday’s tie throws up at 3pm 
in Balmacara.

NEWTONMORE beat Lovat 4-2 
in the Macaulay Cup semi-final. 
Newtonmore manager, PJ Mack-
intosh, said: ‘We were 3-0 up at 
half time, but maybe that wasn’t 
a good thing. The boys got a little 
complacent, but we still won 4-2 
in the end.’

Newtonmore will meet the only 
team to beat them this season, 
Inveraray, in the Macaulay Cup 
final. Mackintosh said ‘We’re in 
for a hard, hard game. Inveraray 
are known for being a good cup 
side.’

The season is going well for 
Newtonmore and they remain 
the team to beat. They are away 
to Kingussie this Friday with a 
6pm throw up at the Dell.

LOVAT’S cup double hopes end-
ed on Saturday as they lost 4-2 
to Newtonmore in the Macaulay 
Cup semi final. 

Despite being 3-0 down by half 
time, Greg Matheson pulled one 
back two minutes into the second 
half with a penalty for Lovat, and 
in 61 minutes, Callum Cruden 
made it 3-2 and the game was 
there for the taking. 

However, a sucker punch goal 
five minutes later from Jamie 
Robinson made it 4-2, and sealed 
Newtonmore’s place in the final, 
where they will face Inveraray.

It’s back to cup duty on Saturday 
for John MacRitchie’s men, with 
their third round replay away to 
Fort William, with throw up at 
3pm at An Aird.

Premiership
FORT WILLIAM managed to 
secure a 2-0 win over Kingussie 
at the weekend, despite having 
one player sent off early on in the 
game. 

Ewen Campbell caused a stir 
at An Aird when he hit a visiting 
player on the helmet with his stick 
and was immediately red-carded 
for the violence. He is now look-
ing at a two or three match ban.

Duncan Rodgers made up for 

the missing man with two goals, 
one in each half, to gain the 
points for the Fort.

Manager Victor Smith said: ‘It 
was a good result, but obviously 
the incident with Ewen wasn’t 
very good. We just had to keep 
the ball away from the spare man 
but we managed to get the win.’ 

This weekend Fort William will 
welcome Lovat to An Aird for 
the replay of the Camanachd cup 
quarter final, but will be without 
suspended Campbell, Niall 
MacPhee and Bryan Simpson.

Smith said: ‘We’re looking 
forward to it and we’re under no 
pressure. We just want to go out, 
enjoy it, play well and hopefully 
get a result.’ 

GLENURQUHART’S Fraser 
Heath scored a hat-trick for his 
side during a 4-3 win against 
Lochaber on Saturday.

The two teams faced each other 
just the week before at Drum-
nadrochit when Glenurquhart 
was defeated 3-2.

Glenurquhart manager, Billy 
McLean, said: ‘There was not 
a lot in it. Lochaber are a good 
team. I think we were just a bit 
quicker and took our chances a 
bit more.’

The team was a few men down 
with holidays which meant 
17-year-old Lachie Smith made 
his debut and young James 
Hurwood took his own stance in 
defence.

This weekend, Glenurquhart 
will play Inveraray at Drum-
nadrochit.

Glenurquhart hopes to unleash 
revenge on the team that knocked 
the boys out of the Camanachd 
Cup.

This Saturday will see brothers, 
Euan and Michael Brady back on 
the field.

KINGUSSIE have slipped down 
the table after a 2-0 defeat from 
Fort William at An Aird on 
Saturday. 

The side will face yet another 
tough game on Friday, when they 
play hosts to top-of-the-table 
Newtonmore. 

With Newtonmore eight points 
ahead and with two games in 
hand, the points will be vital for 
Russell Jones’ side if they want to 
keep their league hopes alive. 

Throw up will be at 6pm at the 
Dell.

KINLOCHSHIEL are kicking 
themselves after a 10-0 defeat 
against Kyles at the weekend.

But they will hope to pull it 
back this Saturday when they 
play Oban Camanachd.

Manager Colin Fraser said: ‘I 
don’t know what happened at 
the weekend I think it was just 
one of those games. It happens. 
It seemed anything the boys tried 
to do didn’t go their way unfor-
tunately.

‘We were missing two players, 

but I don’t think that had any 
effect on the performance or the 
score.’

The team is set to have a full 
house for the home this weekend.

LOCHABER put up a good fight 
when they welcomed Glenur-
quhart on Saturday, but it wasn’t 
enough as they went down 4-3.

Connor Sweeney of Lochaber 
opened the scoring at Spean 
Bridge in the 15th minute and 
Stuart Callison scored another 
two for the home side, but it didn’t 
compare to a Fraser Heath’s hat-
trick and another from James 
MacPherson to ensure Glen’ 
took home the points. 

This weekend Lochaber are at 
home and welcome Kyles Ath-
letic. Kyles are just two points 
behind Ally Ferguson’s men but 
have five games in hand.

KYLES handed out a 10-0 
thrashing to Kinlochshiel last 
Saturday.
 The Tighnabruaich side are sit-
ting third from the top and were 
scheduled to play Inveraray last 
night (Wednesday).

They will go head-to-head with 
Lochaber on Saturday in their 
second away game of the week.

National Division
BALLACHULISH suffered a 6-0 
defeat at the hands of Caberfeidh 
on Saturday, despite an even first 
half. 

It was 0-0 when the half-time 
whistle blew and manager, Iain 
Brown said he thought his team 
were ‘doing well’ but Caber-
feidh’s David Mellis opened the 
scoring in the first minute of the 
second half  and scored again five 
minutes later. It was all downhill 
from there for Ballachulish. 

Brown said: ‘It was a very even 
first half, we competed well and 
thought we were doing well. Then 
in the second half, the roof just 
fell in. I’m not sure if it was our 

fitness or the changes we made at 
half-time, but there was nothing 
we could do to pull it back.’

Ballachulish have two free 
weekends ahead before taking on 
Glasgow Mid Argyll at Jubilee 
park on August 15.

SKYE had more than just their 
opponents to contend with at 
the weekend when they played 
Inverness on a pitch described as 
a ‘bog’. 

With heavy rain in Portree on 
Saturday morning and a second 
team game ahead of the  clash, 
the pitch had become wet and 
muddy, making the 3-2 victory 
difficult to achieve. 

First-half goals from islanders, 
Danny Morrison, Jordan Mur-
chison and Kenny Campbell, 
gave Skye an early lead and the 
two goals from Inverness’s James 
Cameron and Charlie MacDon-
ald in the second half were not 
enough for the visitors to take a 
share of the points. 

Skye manager, John MacLeod, 
said: ‘The conditions on the pitch 
were horrendous. By the time the 
first team played, it was just a 
muddy bog so it was a really hard 
game, but we got the points so 
that’s the main thing.’

Next weekend Skye welcome 
Beauly to Portree for a league 
clash with a full squad, with Ian 
Murray the only player missing 
from the squad.

KILMALLIE had a convincing 
7-0 win over Glasgow Mid Argyll 
last weekend thanks to four goals 
from Michael Rodger, a double 
from Martin Stewart and Arran 
Sandison. This Saturday they 
travel to take on Caberfeidh.  

South Division One
BUTE had a convincing 4-0 win 
over Sutherland Cup finalists 
Lochside Rovers at the weekend. 

On target for the islanders were 
Gordon MacMillan, Duncan 
Davidson and a brace from 
Robert Walker. This Saturday 
Bute travel to play Inveraray 
second team at the Winterton.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS manager 

Gareth Evans remains confident 
his side can win the league, 
despite dropping points against 
fellow challengers Bute on Sat-
urday.

The island side managed to put 
four past Rovers, with no reply, 
the result leaving both sides on 
14 points but with Bute having a 
game in hand. 

Evans said: ‘We played pretty 
well in the first half, and were 
only 1-0 down at half-time. The 
pitch was in a bit of a state, totally 
sodden through, but that affects 
both sides so it’s not really an 
excuse. I do think though, if we 
played them at a park in good 
condition, like Mossfield, the 
result would have been different.

‘I’d say the league now is 
between ourselves, Oban Celtic, 
Bute and maybe Inveraray.’

This Saturday, Evans’ men 
travel to face Argyll rivals, 
Glenorchy. With the Dalmally 
side second-bottom, Lochside 
will be hopeful to pick up the 
points, although Evans did say 
four regulars may be called up 
Oban Camanachd’s game away 
to Kinlochshiel. 

The Glenorchy tie throws up at 
3pm at Mart Park.

GLENORCHY’S away game at 
Kilmory was called off due to an 
unplayable pitch. The Dalmally 
side have a home game against 
Lochside Rovers on Saturday.

STRACHUR’S away game at 
Inveraray also fell victim to the 
weather last weekend.  This 
Saturday the host Taynuilt at 
Strathurmore.

TAYNUILT will get back in action 
after a free Saturday when they 
travel to play Strachur.

KILMORY’S league match 
against Glenorchy was called 
off last Saturday after a pitch 
inspection found the park to be 
unplayable.
 This weekend, the Mid Argyll 
side  play host to Kyles Athletic’s 
second string

South Division Two
OBAN LORN’S game away to 
Bute was another victim of last 
weekend’s weather. The game 
was called off due to an unplay-
able pitch. 
 This Saturday, the Oban side 
play host to Glenorchy.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY went down 4-2 
at home to the students of Ab-
erdeen University last weekend. 
Garry’s marksmen were Andy 
Gilchrist and Kenny Henderson. 
This Saturday, Glengarry have 
another home fixture, this time 
against Caberfeidh.

Scotland team: Shane Gillies (Kilmallie); Rory MacKeachan (Kingussie), Calum Grant (Kingussie); 
Craig MacIssac (Kilmallie), Blair Morrison (Caberfeidh), Ross MacRae (Kyles Athletic); Craig Ritchie 

(Newtonmore), Nick Dalgety (Lochcarron), Alexander MacMillan (Fort William); Connor Howe (Oban 
Camanachd), James Falconer (Kingussie), Calum Shepherd (Fort William); Savio Genini (Kingussie),

 Will Cowie (Skye Camanachd); Iain Robinson (Newtonmore), Robert Mabon (Kingussie), Ryan Gillies 
(Oban Camanachd).

SCOTLAND Under 17’s took 
on Wexford on Monday night at 
Kennedy Park, New Ross. 

The game finished level 1-4 (7 
points) apiece - the first time an 
under 17 shinty-hurling match 
has finished in a draw.

Oban Camanachd’s Connor 

Howe scored Scotland’s only goal 
in the first half. Kingussie’s Savio 
Genini was also in great form 
with two points, while Fort Wil-
liam’s Calum Shepherd also got 
a score, but a late equaliser from 
Conor Firman secured a draw for 
Wexford. Photos: Cóilín Duffy
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, July 30, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.49 3.6 10.59 0.9 17.14 3.8 23.18 0.8
Fri 05.29 3.8 11.40 0.7 17.53 4.0  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.04 0.6 06.07 3.9 12.22 0.5 18.32 4.2
Sun 00.49 0.5 06.44 3.9 13.04 0.3 19.11 4.2
Mon 01.33 0.4 07.23 3.9 13.48 0.3 19.51 4.1
Tues 02.18 0.5 08.03 3.7 14.34 0.4 20.34 3.9
Wed 03.05 0.7 08.47 3.5 15.22 0.7 21.20 3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

13

13

12

Rugby

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 14ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 13ºC.

Saints’ youth 
tounament

DEMONSTRATION: The class watch on as Marcos Nardini shows 
them how it’s done. 07_t31obanmma01

THEY say good luck comes in 
threes, which will ring true for 
rugby fans from Oban as three of 
the game’s biggest stars visit the 
town in the space of a fortnight. 

Chris Paterson, who is Scot-
land’s most-capped player and 
the nation’s record points holder, 
was at Oban Lorne Rugby club 
last Thursday for a training 
session. 

Now retired, Paterson was on 
hand to pass on his knowledge 
of the game at the highest level, 
with his appearance attracting 40 

FIVE yachts lined up for the 
start of the fourth of Oban Sail-
ing club’s series of feature races, 
the Barcaldine Marine Round 
Lismore Race.  

The wind had been non-existent 
prior to the start, but fortunately, 
a minute before the start, the 
breeze filled in and the fleet was 
able to make good progress out of 
Oban Bay.  

First over the line was Ajax, 
closely followed by Lucky Ned 
Pepper then Calvador, with Seal 
and 2Extreme bringing up the 
rear.  

A steady breeze allowed the two 
faster boats to build up a good 
lead as they made their way up 
the Lynn of Lorne towards the 
north of the island.  

However, once past the Creags, 
the wind became lighter allowing 
the fleet to come back together.  
Spinnakers were soon up as the 
breeze swung around to the west.  

The leaders opted to stay out-
side the small islands at the north 
of Lismore. 

Seal, Calvador and 2Extreme 
chose the shorter but more shel-
tered route inside the islands.  

This proved to be of huge ben-
efit, allowing Seal to temporarily 
lead the fleet as they battled up-
wind along the north side of the 
island.  

Ajax soon retook the lead close-
ly followed by Lucky Ned Pepper.  

The wind freshened as the fleet 
approach Bernera Island with 
some fast, exciting sailing across 
to Lismore Light. Once past the 
lighthouse the wind lighted leav-
ing a gentle downwind leg back 
into Oban Bay.  

First across the line was Ajax 
with Lucky Ned Pepper a close 
second. Seal arrived 40 minutes 
later, followed by Calvador and 
2Extreme.  

Once the race times were 
adjusted for handicap, first place 
was awarded to Seal, with Ajax 
in second and Lucky Ned Pepper 
third.  

Oban Sailing Club treasurer, 
Andrew Mead, said: ‘It was a 
fun day, with interesting sailing 
conditions and glorious scenery.’

The entrants were: 1, Seal, An-
drew Mead and Leonie Woolf; 
2, Ajax, Anne and Andrew 
Campbell; 3, Lucky Ned Pepper, 
Graham Anderson; 4, Calvador, 
Kevin McGrath; 5, 2 Extreme, 
Douglas Boyd.

The next feature race will be 
the Barcaldine Marine Round 
Insh Race on August 15.  

Scotland rugby stars visit Oban

local players from ages ranging 
from 15 to 50-plus. The training 
session was organised by Oban 
Lorne player/coach, Tommy 
Sutherland. 

Allan Wright, who is Argyll and 
Bute’s rugby development officer, 
and plays for Oban Lorne, said: 
‘It was great to have someone of 
Chris’s stature at the club, pass-
ing on his coaching and playing 
experience. 

Former Scotland captain, Chris 
Paterson, with Oban Lorne’s 

Robert Wright t31rugby01 

‘It was great to have someone 
of Chris Paterson’s stature at the 
club, passing on his coaching 
and playing experience’ 

‘It was really positive because 
our pre-season started a month 
ago and we had about 15 to 20 
bodies, but on Thursday we had 
around 40. I think the numbers 
show that perhaps there is scope 
for two rugby teams in the town. 
If you could pick two teams, I 
don’t doubt they’d both be full of 
good players.

‘Perhaps a feeder team, which 
could develop our younger 
players and give our older guys 
a game too would be something 
the club could look into in the 
future.’

Jason White, who captained 
Scotland 19 times, will be in 
Oban today (Thursday), Friday 
and Saturday, between 7pm and 
9pm, to hold more special train-
ing sessions at Lorne’s ground. 

Starstruck
Meanwhile, junior players will 

be feeling starstruck on Monday, 
August 3, as Oban welcomes 
one of Scotland’s best players of 
the past ten years for a training 
camp.

Alastair Kellock will be at 
Oban Lorne rugby club for the 
Glasgow Warriors camp, which 
provides coaching and activities 
on Monday, August 3. 

Kellock, 34, will be on hand 
to show off the Guinness Pro12 
trophy, which Glasgow Warri-
ors won back in May, beating 
Munster. The win was the first 
ever for a Scottish side and was 
Kellock’s final game for the club, 
retiring at the end of the season.  

Kellock, who was capped 56 
times for Scotland, said: ‘The 
camp will give the children the 
opportunity to access some top 
quality coaching and see the 
trophy.

‘I’ve played in Oban before and 
have played against the team at 

Oban Lorne’s Robin MacQueen 
pictured with Chris Paterson at 

Glencruitten last week.

the Allan Glen’s rugby tourna-
ment in the past, so I know a few 
of the guys.

‘We really want to build on the 
success of the win, which is the 
biggest in Scottish rugby union 
history. Hopefully it influences 
and improves rugby at grass-
roots level.’

The rugby camp programme 
is aimed at primary four to un-
der-15 age groups, and provides 
structured activities, utilising the 
experienced and qualified coach-
es from the Glasgow Warriors 
community coaching team.

For more information, including 
how to book a place, visit: www.

eticketing.co.uk/scottishrugby/
details/event

This Saturday’s pre-season 
games see Oban Lorne take on 
Murrayfield Wanderers, with Ar-
gyll and Bute meeting Aberfeldy 
RFC. 

Both games are at Glencruit-
ten, with kick-off at 2pm.

RUGBY CAMP: Alastair Kellock with the Pro12 trophy which Glasgow Warriors won back in May 
defeating Munster in the fi nal. Alastair will be in Oban on Monday, August 3 for a Warriors 

rugby camp aimed at primary four to under 15 age groups. 

IN ACTION: Marcos talks Coogie Potter and Christopher Rowan 
through the drill. 07_t31obanmma02

STRAIN OR SMILE? Marcos bares his teeth as he demonstrates the 
drill. 07_t31obanmma03

A MIXED martial arts black 
belt visited Oban on Saturday to 
teach a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu master 
class to members of Oban mixed 
martial arts.

Brazilian, Marcos Nardini, 
travelled from his home in 
Kilmarnock for the three-hour 
seminar. After the success of 
the class, he will now become a 
regular coach at Oban MMA.

The seminar attracted 17 mem-
bers, including Coogie Potter, 
who set up Oban MMA. 

He said: ‘We’ve never entered a 
competition and not come back 
without a haul of medals.’

Oban MMA evolved into a club 
over the span of 18-months. It 
started with Coogie travelling 
back and forth from Glasgow to 
train, but the cost of travelling 

started to take it’s toll. ‘I started 
to get a couple of regular guys to 
train with in Oban.

‘My connection with the coach-
es from Glasgow meant they 
would now come to us rather than 
us to them’, he said.

Renowned coaches and fighters 
from all over the world have visit-
ed Oban to teach various aspects 
of mixed martial arts including 

Ultimate Fighting Champion-
ship (UFC) superstar, Joanne 
Calderwood. 

Oban MMA train four times a 
week, Monday, Tuesday and Fri-
day 7.30pm and Thursday 9pm. 
Anyone thinking of giving it a go 
gets their first class for free.

WINNERS: Bill Goldie, Maureen Goldie and skip Norrie Etherson won 
the Innisfree Cup held at Oban Bowling Club last weekend

Jiu-Jitsu master class for Oban MMA members
Mixed martial arts

Sailing

Fair winds 
for Round 
Lismore race

WARMING UP: Marcos gets the team ready for the day ahead. 
07_obanmma04

Youth football

OBAN Saints senior team will 
open their Scottish Amateur 
League campaign on Saturday 
August 15 with a home game 
against East Kilbride FC at 
Glencruitten, kick-off 2pm. This 
is followed by an away game 
against Inverclyde on Saturday 
August 22. 

THE Oban Saints Youth 
tournament postponed at the 
end of June, has been re-organ-
ised for Sunday August 9 at the 
rugby pitch and Glen 2.
 Teams taking part are 
Hamilton Accies, holders, St 
Johnstone, St Mirren, Dum-
barton, Fort William and hosts, 
Oban Saints.
 Action gets underway at 
10.15am

Football

Opening fi xtures

Saints appoint Iain Jackson 
as honorary club president
AS a thank you for all his years of 
dedicated work as manager, Oban 
Saints have made Iain Jackson its 
honorary club president.
 Iain was in charge of team 
affairs for 20 very successful 
years winning three league 
championships while in charge at 
the club - Premier Division Two 
in 1994, Premier Division One in 
2002 and the Premier Division in 
2010 and of course the Premier 
Division and Jimmy Marshall 
Cup double last season.
 Iain also took the club to the 
last eight of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup on two occasions in 2007 
and again in 2010.
 Club secretary David Buchanan 
said: ‘Iain has been a tremendous 
servant to the club and we felt he 
should be honoured in some way. 
He will always be a Saints man 
and now he as no excuses for not 
donning his Saints gear and com-
ing to watch some of our games’.
 Iain has been succeeded as 
team manager by Alex Craik. Iain Jackson

Football
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MORE people in the West Highlands are relying 
on emergency financial help. 

The number of ‘vulnerable households’ forced 
to apply for the Scottish welfare fund has in-
creased by 60 per cent in the Highland council 
area and 37 per cent in the Western Isles since 
last year, a report released by the Scottish gov-
ernment has shown. Help required in Argyll and 
Bute has also risen by 10 per cent.

The fund consists of crisis grants, to help low in-
come households in a disaster or emergency, and 
community care grants which help people live 
independently. Mostly used to pay for food and 
fuel but also for carpets, clothing and household 
appliances, 8,763 applications for the fund were 
made in the West Highland’s three council areas 
in the last year. 

Margaret Burgess, the Scottish government’s 
welfare minister, called the grants a ‘vital lifeline’. 

She added: ‘The fund is helping people in des-
perate situations buy everyday items like food, 
shoes and beds.’

But Rhoda Grant, MSP for the Highlands and 
Islands, called the dramatic increase ‘very wor-
rying’. She added: ‘This shows that the current 
benefit system does not work well for rural areas.  
We know that fuel poverty is disproportionately 
greater in these areas because they are in the 
most part, off gas grid, depending on solid fuel, 
oil or electricity for heating which is much more 
expensive.’   

The 60 per cent rise in the Highland council 
area is among the highest in the country, only 
surpassed by Fife, North Ayrshire and Stirling. 

THE FORMER owner of 
a Lochaber hotel has been 
sentenced to three years 
in prison after being found 
guilty of human trafficking 
offences likened to ‘modern 
day slavery’.

Four Bangladeshi men were 
left ‘emotionally scarred’ after 
working for Shamsul Arefin 
at the Stewart hotel in Duror, 
where they were subjected 
to poor conditions, low pay 
and forced to work outside in 
freezing temperatures after 
their 47-year-old employer 
lured them to the country 
under the premise of a better 
life. 

The victims sold family 
valuables, emptied savings 
and took out loans to afford 
the ‘deposit’ Arefin demanded 
before bringing them to the 
UK from Bangladesh. 

When they arrived, their pay 
was reduced to a fraction of 
what had been contracted and 
working hours dramatically 
exceeded what had been 

FORMER old firm footballer, John Hartson 
conquered Ben Nevis for the fifth time at the 
weekend, raising thousands of pounds for his 
cancer charity. 

This year marks the fifth birthday of the 
John Hartson foundation and on Saturday 
the ex-Celtic star climbed Britain’s highest 
mountain with his wife, Sarah, orginially 
from Spean Bridge, and a group of 50 sup-
porters, dubbed ‘Hartson’s Heroes’.

The 40-year-old said last year would be his 
last time on the Ben, but couldn’t resist the 
fundraising opportunity when each walker 
pledged to raise £500 for the charity.

 Mr Hartson spent a lot of time in Lochaber 
when recovering from gruelling treatment 
for testicular cancer, which had spread to his 
lungs and brain and left him seriously ill.

MALLAIG care home, the Mackintosh centre, 
is set to re-open on Monday after more than a 
year. 

The centre shut in July last year amid allegations 
of poor practice and abuse but, following an 
investigation, it was found there was no criminal 
case to answer although an internal investigation 
into practices of suspended staff is still ongoing.

At the time of closure, NHS Highland said ‘the 
Mack’ would be closed for four to six weeks but 
following long-running recruitment problems 
and eight delays, it remains closed. A spokesman 
for NHS Highland confirmed this Monday 
(August 3) as the date residents would be moved 
home, after living more than 40 miles away in 
Fort William’s Invernevis house for the last year. 

He added: ‘Our priority is always to ensure 

the safety of the residents. An internal process 
is still ongoing in respect of the staff members 
concerned. 

‘The concerns raised as a result of the large- 
scale investigation led senior staff at NHS 
Highland and the Mackintosh centre to improve 
practice within the care home, by improving the 
level of staffing, training and future planning 
before residents were returned.’

A spokesman who has been working on behalf 
of the residents’ families previously said they 
wouldn’t believe the centre was re-opening until 
it actually happened, but said it seems to be going 
ahead this time. 

He said: ‘Hopefully at this late stage it will be 
too far gone to go back now. 

‘It’s just a shame it has taken as long as it has.’ 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

CHARGES: Shamsul Arefi n 
was jailed for three years for 

human traffi  cking in Lochaber

agreed. Although employed 
to work in the hotel kitchen, 
the victims found themselves 
forced to paint the building, 
clean rooms and cut and move 
logs in the hotel grounds in 
freezing winter temperatures.

Arefin, who had been 
remanded in custody since 
being found guilty of eight 
charges in a five-week sheriff 
and jury trial ending on July 3, 
was sentenced to three years in 
prison by sheriff Ian Anderson 
at Fort William sheriff court 
on Friday (July 24). 

The crimes were committed 
between 2008 and 2010 and 
were in breach of the Asylum 
and Immigration act.

Sheriff Anderson called the 
charges ‘serious and severe’. 
He added: ‘These were carried 
out for your own benefit and 
you benefited substantially. 

‘You have no remorse for your 
actions and do not understand 
the consequences of what you 
have done. 

‘You brought misery to your 
employees, who you deceived 
and exploited and there are 
families in Bangladesh who 

will be paying for your greed 
for years to come.’

Victims giving evidence 
during the trial said Arefin 
threatened to sack them if 
they complained and refused 
to return the money they had 
paid them. 

As their wages were so low 
the staff were unable to repay 
the debts they had taken to pay 
Arefin. 

In one case the victim 
described how money lenders 
in Bangladesh had threatened 
to remove his kidney as a result 
of his inability to pay.

Independent anti-slavery 
commissioner, Kevin Hyland 
OBE, applauded the victims’ 
bravery in coming forward.

He said: ‘Police Scotland and 
Scotland’s prosecution service 
have demonstrated that 
through tenacity and a victim- 
centred approach, it is possible 
to bring a perpetrator of this 
abhorrent crime to justice.  

‘I very much hope to see 
more successful convictions 
and victims identified who 
are referred for appropriate 
support in the coming months 

and years. The victims of these 
particular crimes endured 
exploitation and abuse many 
thought was a distant memory 
of the past. This is a clear case 
of ‘modern day slavery’ and I 
commend the bravery of the 
four men who gave evidence at 
the trial. I hope that receiving 
justice in the courts assists in 
their journey of recovery.’

Police Scotland’s detective 
inspector, Richard Baird, 

said the sentence sends a 
‘clear message’ to human 
traffickers: ‘Human trafficking 
is a despicable crime where the 
offenders prey on desperate 
people who travel to the UK 
under the premise of a better 
life and available work. 

‘Shamsul Arefin was driven 
by financial greed and held 
no regard for the working 
conditions of those in his 
employment. 

‘This was apparent by 
the poor condition that 
his victims were subject to 
through working long hours 
at no extra pay and often with 
substandard equipment and 
working supplies.

‘In bringing this individual to 
justice we have disrupted, if not 
dismantled, one more illegal 
enterprise and hopefully saved 
other potential victims from 
inevitable suffering. 

‘We’ve also sent a clear 
message to current and 
would-be people smugglers 
that Police Scotland will find 
you and bring you before the 
courts no matter who you are 
or where you are from.’

SUCCESS: John Hartson, left, and his wife Sarah, second left, conquered Ben 
Nevis for the fi fth time with support from ‘Hartson’s Heroes’

Hartson’s Heroes 
conquer the Ben

More need emergency cash 

This is a 
clear case 
of ‘modern 
day’ slavery 
”

Kevin Hyland
Independent anti-slavery 

commissioner

THREE West Highland res-
taurants are among the best 
in the UK, according to a poll. 

SquareMeal ranked the 
top 100 in Britain following 
thousands of votes and put 
the Whitehouse in Lochaline 
at number 32. Not far behind 
was Skye’s Three Chimneys 
at number 42 and Cafe Fish 
on Mull at number 74. 

Sarah Jones of the White-
house, said: ‘We are really 
chuff ed so many customers 
voted for us.’ 

FOOD producers in north Skye 
are celebrating the successful 
relaunch of a Highland market 
on the island. 

It is hoped the newly re-
branded Glendale market will 
support the local economy. 

Glendale trust received 
funding  from the community 
food fund and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise for the mar-
ket. Speaking after the launch 
on July 21, Elgar Finlay, of the 
Glendale trust, said: ‘We’re 
looking forward to the contin-
ued success of the Glendale 
Highland market.’

THE 20 miles per hour zone on 
Fort William’s Lundavra road 
is to be moved further up the 
hill ahead of the new school 
opening later this year. 

Highland council has pro-
posed moving the fl ashing 
signs from the Spar area of the 
street to the school entrance, 
eff ective for 250 metres south 
before returning to 30mph. 

The part-time limit will be in 
place for morning, lunchtime 
and school closing hours when 
the new Lundavra primary 
school opens in October. 

Welcome return 
of food market 

New school speed 
limit zone move 

Restaurants win a 
spot in UK top 100 
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CONCERNS have been raised about the 
proposal to close police control rooms in 
the north with one Highland politician 
calling it ‘unacceptable’.

Police Scotland plan to close the emer-
gency control rooms in Inverness and 
Aberdeen, sparking outrage and worries 
about public safety.

This comes at the same time as a review 
of police operating functions after two 
people were left without help for three 
days after crashing on the M9 earlier this 
month. John Yuill died at the scene and 
his girlfriend, Lamara Bell, later died in 
hospital. 

A spokeswoman for Police Scotland 
said they are ‘committed’ to the change, 
which will be subject to consultation by 
the Scottish Police Authority (SPA). 

If the closures go ahead, emergency 
calls for the north would be dealt with 
from Dundee or the central belt from the 

end of this year. Rhoda Grant, MSP for 
the Highlands and Islands, said: ‘I think 
it is unacceptable that the closure plan 
for emergency control rooms is not put 
on hold at least until we fully understand 
what went wrong with the M9 incident. 

‘How can the SPA and senior officers 
within Police Scotland continue with a 
plan if there are found to be failings in 
it? I would have thought the common 
sense and logical approach to these calls 
would have been to halt the closure plan 
at least until the outcome of the enquiry 
is known.’

Councillor Margaret Davidson, leader 
of Highland council, also expressed her 
concerns: ‘I am very disappointed to 
hear that Police Scotland has announced 
they are going to press ahead with the 
closure of Inverness and Aberdeen 
control rooms. This does not help public 
confidence in decisions made by Police 

Scotland. To continue with centralisation 
plans without awaiting the outcome of 
the review shows an unwillingness to 
listen and is not a welcome response.’ 

Assistant chief constable, Val Thomson 
,said Police Scotland will engage with 
local authorities to address concerns. 

She added: ‘Local policing remains at 
the heart of Police Scotland. That prin-
ciple is very much at the forefront of the 
proposed changes to C3 division in terms 
of how we deal with calls to us and how 
we respond. Similar concerns have been 
voiced elsewhere during earlier stages of 
the programme of change and these have 
not materialised.

‘We remain committed to the strategic 
change programme for Contact, Com-
mand and Control Division, each phase 
of which is subject to rigorous consulta-
tion and consideration for approval by 
the SPA.’ 

A BALLACHULISH primary 
school pupil has received an 
award for endeavour.

Cali Donald, primary fi ve, is 
the fi rst child at the school to 
receive the Nana MacInnes 
memorial cup since its 
inception earlier this year. 

The award was created 
in memory of the dinner 
lady, who worked at both 
Ballachulish and Duror 
schools for 15 years and a 
pupil from one of the schools 
will be chosen every year in 
her honour.

Mrs MacInnes passed away 
in October last year. 

John MacInnes, the 
oldest child of the late Ms 
MacInnes, said of the trophy: 
‘We feel as a family, this is 
one of the last things we can 
do for our mum, ensuring 
her memory and attachment 
to the schools will live on, 
and that in the years to come 
when pupils ask who was 
Nana MacInnes, the story of 
the wee cheery dinner lady 
will re-emerge.’

A HIGHLAND MSP has pledged her 
support to help plug the funding gap for 
a new Lochaber indoor sports centre.

The proposed multi-use centre in Fort 
William is still £500,000 short of the 
£1.47 million required.

And at a meeting with Lochaber 
chamber of commerce, Highlands and 
Islands MSP Rhoda Grant promised to 
help Lochaber sports association find 
the remaining money by contacting 
potential funding backers. 

She said: ‘This would enable schools, 
clubs and the surrounding Lochaber 
community to have access to a facility 
that would allow sport and activities all 
year round. 

‘Fort William is famed for its outdoor 
activities, and also the rain, so having a 
purpose-built indoor sports hub would 
provide a major boost for Lochaber.  

‘I will be contacting Highland council, 
Sports Scotland and other potential 
financial backers in an effort to support 

the funding bid and to shore up the 
current £500,000 funding gap for the 
development. I am convinced of the 
need to secure this facility for Lochaber 
and will seek to support the bid and 
Lochaber chamber of commerce in their 
work to ensure Fort William gets this 
important indoor sport hub.’

Bruno Berardelli, chamber chairman, 
said: ‘We were delighted that Rhoda 
made the time to come and meet 
Lochaber chamber and we had a very 

constructive discussion.  We highlighted 
our support for Lochaber sports 
association’s work to develop an indoor 
sports facility and of the importance 
of retaining existing leisure facilities 
including Mallaig swimming pool and 
the Nevis centre, which are under threat 
from budget cuts. Lochaber is a fantastic 
area, and the undisputed outdoor capital 
of the UK. But we do get the occasional 
wet spell, so it is crucial we have indoor 
amenities for tourists and locals.’

HIGHLAND rail passengers will 
now receive cash refunds for delays 
as new compensation arrangements 
come into play.

Previously, customers were only 
offered travel vouchers, but can now 
claim their money back for delays of 
30 minutes or more.

Rhoda Grant, MSP for the High-
lands and Islands, called this a ‘step 
in the right direction’.

She said: ‘The move to pay com-
pensation for delays in cash instead 
of vouchers will be welcome news for 
rail passengers across Scotland and 
the UK. 

‘Delays and cancellations are a 
sadly too regular an occurrence in the 
Highlands and this is an important 
step in the right direction from the 
industry towards treating customers 
who face delays more fairly.’

Ms Grant said this will benefit tour-
ists as well as locals as visitors to the 
country have previously been offered 
vouchers when they were only here 
for a short time.

She added: ‘I have heard of one 
case when tourists were delayed and 
offered vouchers as compensation, 
which, of course, was of no use to 
them as they were travelling out of 
the country the following day. Cash 
refunds will encourage more people 
to claim and is a much more practical 
and fair alternative to vouchers.’

HOUSEHOLDERS across the region are 
being warned over latest telephone and 
doorstep scams in the area by Highland 
council and trading standards.

A new cold call con known as the ‘discon-
nection scam’ has been unearthed where 
the caller targets unsuspecting house-
holders falsely representing their telecom 
provider. Householders are persuaded that 
their bills are in arrears and immediate 
payment is necessary to remain connected 
to the network.

A spokesman from Highland council said: 
‘The scammer may offer to demonstrate 
that they have the ability to disconnect the 
telephone. This simple trick involves the 
scammer pressing the mute button which 
stops the dial tone and prevents the recipi-
ent of the call from dialling out. However, 
the phone is still connected to the scam-
mer, even though it appears that the line 

is ‘dead’.’ Fraudsters are using this method 
to dupe bill payers in to thinking they are a 
genuine company representative.’

A spokesperson from BT advised that 
they may have to contact a customer about 
an outstanding debt, but they will never 
disconnect a phone line during the call. 

Rogue traders are also at the forefront of 
trading standards investigations. Recently, 
they have been found to sell anything from 
kitchen knives to paving and driveway 
construction, but the work is found to be 
overpriced and often partially or badly 
done. 

Householders feel under pressure to 
book the workers and are forced to pay 
cash upfront.

If you are reporting suspect activity it 
is useful to note down locations, times, 
registration numbers and any other infor-
mation. 

POLICE in Lochaber are looking for 
information from the public in relation 
to the following:

Two men have been reported to police 
after they were found behaving suspi-
ciously at the rear of a Fort William 
hospital on Sunday July 19.

A member of staff working at Belford 
hospital contacted police at 8.20pm. One 
man was described only as wearing dark 
clothing and the other in lighter clothing.

Tools were stolen after a car was broken 
into in Kinlochleven.

The incident happened at around 
3.30pm on Tuesday July 21 when the 
vehicle was parked on Wades road.

A light coloured vehicle was spotted 
loitering in the area at around the same 
time.

A car was vandalised while it was 
parked on Union road in Fort William.

The window of a house on Kennedy 
road in Fort William was smashed on 
Friday July 24 at around 11.30pm.

Electronic equipment was amongst a 
number of items stolen from a parked car 
in Glencoe.

The vehicle was broken into between 
11.30pm on Friday July 24 and 9.30am 
on Saturday July 25.

A shop in Corpach was targeted by a 
thief who stole a quantity of alcohol.

The incident happened at around 
7.30pm on Saturday July 25. 

The suspect was described as wearing a 
dark hooded top, dark trousers and white 
trainers.

Four caravans were vandalised at a 
Kinlochleven site in Sunday July 26.

The damage to the holiday vehicles at 
Caolasnacon caravan park is thought to 
have been caused on Thursday July 23.

People who have information are being 
encouraged to contact local police on 101 
or confidentially on 01397 702000.

Members of the public can also contact 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 
111 or online at crimestoppers-uk.org.

TIMESLINE

WINNER: Cali Donald, primary 
fi ve, is the fi rst Ballachulish 

primary pupil  to receive the 
Nana MacInnes memorial 

award for endeavour 

Concern raised over plan to close 
police control rooms in the north 

Passengers to 
get cash refunds 
for rail delays

Householders warned 
over new cold call con

Vow to back sports centre cash bid
A HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP 
has renewed her calls to people 
in the region to opt in to organ 
donation, after donor numbers 
fell for the fi rst time in a decade.

Rhoda Grant MSP, shadow 
minister for sport and health 
inequalities, ran an awareness 
campaign in 2013 encouraging 
people to sign up to the organ 
donor register.

She is particularly encourag-
ing those who are registered to 
let their families and loved ones 
know of their wish to donate 
their organs after they die. 

Mrs Grant said: ‘It is disap-
pointing donor numbers have 
dropped recently and heart-
breaking that people are dying 
while waiting for a transplant.’

GRANTS totalling £6,000 
have been awarded to two 
West Highland charities. 

Ross of Mull and Iona 
community transport scheme 
and Counselling Care: Skye 
and Lochalsh have received 
£3,000 each from the Lloyds 
TSB Hendry Duncan awards 
programme. 

The money will be used for 
staff  salaries. 

Ian Blackford, MP for 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber, 
welcomed the funding: ‘Many 
of the Henry Duncan grants 
go on staff  and running costs 
like this, meaning they are a 
lifeline for local charities in 
this tough fi nancial climate.’

AN ORCHESTRA from Sweden 
is to perform in Fort William’s 
Cameron square on Wednesday 
August 5. 

The wind band, Vreta Kloster 
youth orchestra, has members 
aged from 25 to 40 and will visit 
Lochaber as part of a Scottish 
tour, ending with the opening 
of the Edinburgh Tattoo. 

An hour-long performance 
will be held in the square, off  
the High street, from 12 noon. 

MORE than £1,000 was raised in Fort Wil-
liam at the weekend for the Royal National 
Mòd, to be held in Lochaber in 2017.

Members and supporters of local organ-
ising committee, Meur Lochabair, packed 
bags in Morrisons supermarket on July 
25 and 26, raising £1,015.60 towards the 
£30,000 required. 

Ronald Cameron, chairman of Meur Lo-
chabair, said: ‘We are very grateful to the 

generosity of the shoppers, both visitors 
and locals, who gave so much, including 
those who preferred to pack their own bags, 
but who nevertheless made a contribution.

‘Thanks also to the management and staff 
of Morrisons and to the many volunteers 
who turned out to pack bags.’

It is estimated the Mòd will inject more 
than £2 million into the Lochaber econo-
my in the quiet month of October. 

Swedish orchestra 
visits Fort William  

Grant boost for 
two charities  

MSP renews call 
for organ donors 

National Mòd fundraisers bag £1,000

CHILDREN could be risking their 
lives on their way to a play park in Fort 
William, according to worried residents.

Concerns for safety have grown as 
lorry drivers are using a busy shop 
car park and narrow road in Upper 
Achintore to turn and offload goods.

For more than 13 years, Peter Doherty, 
63, and wife Mhairi, 59, who live across 
from the Spar shop on Grange road 
have repeatedly reported damage to 
their hedges, pavements, gate and 
concrete pillars.

Just last week, a stair railing leading 
from the shop’s car park up to Lundavra 
road was knocked out of place as a lorry 
reversed.

Mr Doherty, a security guard for a 
local timber company, said: ‘If someone 
was walking down those steps when 
that lorry knocked over the railing they 
could have been seriously hurt. It is a 
really dangerous practice that they are 
doing.

‘There are children coming down 
from the swing park at the shops too. It 
is concerning and lucky that no-one has 
been killed yet.’

The shop was previously independently 
owned and only changed to Spar in 
September 2007.

Mr Doherty has been fighting with 
Highland council for a solution and 
claims that the problem got worse when 
the shop was extended by a previous 
owner.

He said: ‘There is a loading bay, but 
that was cut off when the last owner 
put an extension on. It’s out of use 

CONCERN: Peter and Mhairi at the loading bay that is out of use, but still prevents 
parking in the narrow and traffi  c congested Grange road 21_f31spar01

AMANDA CRAWFORD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

and blocked with bins now, so lorry 
drivers just turn and reverse to the 
front of the shop. It’s causing the road 
and pavements to crumble and loosen 
around the shop and at my front gate.

‘Our hedge has already been damaged 
and our gate and step was knocked so 
hard that that it came away in 2011. I 
have contacted the roads department 
and other council departments but they 
just seem to pass the buck all the time. 
I feel that the council does it to try and 
dishearten us so that we give up. It has 
been so stressful over the years having 
to deal with the damage to our property. 
It really wears you down.’

It is not only Spar lorries, but other 

delivery companies that make drop-
offs to the store. Mr Doherty said: 
‘The lorry drivers are not taking care 
in the area and with it being a narrow 
road and busy car park they are putting 
other road users, pedestrians and 
homeowners at risk.’

A spokesman from Spar told the Oban 
Times: ‘This an issue that the company 
will investigate further.’

And a spokeswoman from Highland 
council said: ‘The council, along with 
various parties, has been involved in 
discussions regarding issues which Mr 
Doherty has raised. 

‘The council is currently looking into 
these.’

Tight squeeze for lorries 
prompts safety concerns 

Cali serves 

memorial 
cup success
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The Sunday Times, Scottish Independent Secondary School of the Year  
Stewart’s Melville College – 2013   The Mary Erskine School – 2012
Merchant Company Education Board Schools. Registered Charity No. SC009747

The Mary Erskine School
Stewart’s Melville College 

The Junior School

Like any family, values lie at the heart of who we 
are. We help the boys and girls who live in our 
Boarding Houses to learn to live up to these 
values in all that they do both as children and 
throughout their adult lives. 

Come and  
see us at the  
Mid-Argyll Show

Boarding for boys and girls from age  
10+ in Edinburgh, Scotland

Or please contact us at any time.

 0131 311 1111 
 admissions@esms.org.uk 
 www.esms.org.uk

MAKE YOUR FAMILY 
PART OF OURS

OBAN Communities Trust’s 
(OCT) oral history project is 
well under way, with a ‘memory 
storming’ session planned for a 
week on Friday (August 7).
 To attract as many visitors as 
possible, the trust is also running 
a coffee and cake morning in 
tandem with the memory session. 

The session will be held in the 
huts at The Rockfield Centre 
in Oban between 10.30am and 
12.30pm.

Cori Princell (pictured) is 
co-ordinating the Heritage Lot-
tery-funded project, ‘Memories 
Matter: A Time to Share Our 
Stories’. 

Cori said: ‘We’ve done our 
first interviews and the details 
coming out are wonderful. I 

spoke to Brian Woodward, who 
moved to Dunstaffnage in 1943 
after Portsmouth became too 
dangerous. 

‘His father was repairing war 
ships and Brian and his older 
sister started school at Rockfield 
in Oban. It was the war, but those 
years were magical for six-year-
old Brian. He and other children 
had the run of the town. 

‘Brian remembers stopping at 

the newsagent that still exists on 
Stevenson Street. He said: “We 
used to buy the penny ice block, 
which was a cordial-flavoured ice 
block, and you sucked it on the 
way to school and by the time 
you got to school it was just a 
block of ice with no cordial left. 

“Everyone went for the dark 
colours, the blackcurrant or rasp-
berry, because that seemed to last 
longer than the other colours.”

Brian has since wondered how 
the sudden influx of displaced 
families affected the teachers at 
Rockfield. 

Cori said she has found notes 
in a logbook showing the school 
was indeed under pressure at 
this time. She believes that 
stories like these are bringing 
the past to life and continued: 
‘The trust is looking forward to 
hearing more about the changes 

that took place from 1945-1955. 
We hope to see as many people 
as possible to share more of their 
experiences on August 7.’

Meanwhile two videos of a tour 
around The Rockfield Centre 
posted on the Oban Communi-
ties Trust Facebook page have 
also been stirring memories with 
over 4,000 hits and comments on 
the website. See www.facebook.
com/ObanCommunitiesTrust.

Trust invites people to walk down Memory Lane 
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

SPONGE BATH: there is nothing better than throwing a soaking wet sponge 
at your friends and siblings 15_t31autism(1)

SAFETY FIRST: fi remen John Sweeney (left) and Alan Thomson sign up 
Pamela Anderson for a free home fi re safety check at the event  15_t31autism(5)

Birthday bash is just what 
the town needs, says mum
WALKING up the hill to the Scottish 
Autism Oban’s 10th birthday party at 
Ganavan shinty pitch, a mother of 
two was fulsome in her praise.

Oban woman, Colleen Campbell, 
said: ‘This is a great. Everything is 
free and the kids can play as long as 
they like. We need more things like 
this in Oban.’

Hundreds of children and parents 
had turned out to celebrate the work 

of the Oban charity. Scottish Autism 
Oban works with a small number of 
children, providing a supportive envi-
ronment for children to develop skills 
and build confidence. 

Party planner and outreach worker, 
Pamela Anderson, said: ‘Our aim is 
to make the lives of the children we 
support more fulfilled and enriched.

‘We meet in the Lorne Resource 
Centre on a Saturday morning.’

THE REGISTER OF ELECTORS
ANNUAL CANVASS

Electoral Registration Forms will be posted to 
every residential property in Argyll & Bute during 

the month of August, listing the registration details 

It is important that you respond to these forms, 

Residents will be able to respond by using INTERNET, 
FREEPHONE and MOBILE PHONE TEXT MESSAGE to 

Details of how to do this will be 

All services will be available 24 hours a day, 

Alternatively the forms can be returned by POST in 

Electoral Registration for Young People
Along with all adults in the household, you should 

also add to the form those who will be aged 15 

This is so they are on the register when they 

It’s important to provide the information requested; 

David C Thomson

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE

Wet, wet, wet and 
yet more to come

Two weeks before 
puffi  ns ‘wing it’

A mark of interest 
from iconic brand 

Islanders go with 
the Flo‘ for video

PUFFINS will only be land-
bound for two more weeks 
‘at the very most’, says the 
skipper of Staff a Boat, Davy 
Kilpatrick, from Iona.

The departure of the birds 
signals the end of the annual 
breeding season on Staff a.  

For islanders, this heralds 
the start of autumn and the 
grey seal breeding season.

ROCK stars Florence and the 
Machine released their latest 
music video this week with 
well-kent faces from the island 
of Easdale making an appear-
ance.

Florence visited the island 
with her entourage earlier in 
the year to fi lm ‘Queen of the 
Peace/ Long and Lost’. 

Slam door on the scammers 
SCAMS are on the rise and cost-
ing people in Argyll thousands 
of pounds every single day, say 
police officers in Oban.

Police constables, Danny 
MacBeth and Paul MacMillan, 
head up the Community Investi-
gation Unit (CIU).

And in the past week alone they 
have assisted people from Oban 
and surrounding areas who have 
lost large sums of cash to fraud-
sters.

The scams are numerous, but 
in a bid to stamp out organised 
crime, the pro-active police 
officers have revealed important 
information on the way people 
from all walks of life are being 
cheated out of their hard-earned 
cash.

PC MacBeth said: ‘Scams have 
come along way since I started in 
the police service 20 years ago. 

‘At one time we were investigat-
ing people charging tourists £1 to 
get into McCaig’s Tower. 

‘But these days we are dealing 
with huge sums on a daily basis.’

While the officers can not 
reveal names, they can confirm 
they are investigating a number 

of scams at the moment. ‘People 
should know that if it looks too 
good to be true, then it is too 
good to be true,’ explained PC 
MacBeth.

In the past few weeks a number 
of particularly devious yet plausi-
ble scams have come to light. 

In Oban, a woman who be-
friended a ‘vulnerable man’ over 
many months, asked him to cash 
four cheques to another UK 
account.

Four American Express 
cheques arrived each for £2,500. 
The man transferred the money 
only to find out a few days later 
that his bank account had been 
suspended.

A male charity volunteer was 
caught out when a man took 
money from his bank account 
after gaining access to his com-
puter. The scammer said he was 
sorting out problems with the 
machine.

Free selling websites can also 
be a source of problems. 

One man in Oban paid £5,000 
for a new trailer for his pick-up 
truck only to discover that he had 
been the victim of fraud when the 
trailer and the seller couldn’t be 
traced after he had deposited the 
money in the man’s account.

‘Countless’ people in the last 
few weeks have paid for work 
from people who turn up on their 
doorsteps.

These ‘workmen’ turned out 
to be scamming the old and 
vulnerable out of cash for work 

JULY has been one of the 
wettest on record as most 
Westcoasters can testify.

And there is mounting spec-
ulation that this could be the 
wettest July in Scotland since 
records began with just one day 
left in the month.

Perth has hit 225 per cent of its 
rainfall so far, while Aberdeen, 
Dundee and Inverness are way 
above where their average rain-
fall fi gures for the time of year.

The Scottish record rainfall 
came in 1940, with 186mm of 
precipitation. 

RUMOURS that Marks and 
Spencer are eyeing up Oban 
were not denied by the iconic 
British chain store.

The company recently 
confi rmed it is moving into a 
vacant unit in Fort William.

I’ll be there for you: ‘Boom Town’ friends are reunited

HANG UP:  never give out bank information over the phone, no matter how pushy the caller is

SHRIEKS and cuddles fi lled the 
air at the Glen Hotel in Oban 
on Saturday night as childhood 
friends were reunited, for some 
after a gap of more than 50 
years.

The Dunstaff nage and Dun-
beg reunion was organised by 
Shirley Inglis of Dunbeg and 
Vary Ferguson of Dunstaff nage.

Shirley undertook the chal-
lenge because of her interest in 
the history of the village, while 
Vary, who is a child of ‘Boom 
Town’, helped get everyone 
together for one special night.

And the Oban Times was invit-
ed along to see fi rst-hand the 
reunion of some very special 
childhood friends.

Full story on Page 5

POLICE WARN THAT ARGYLL PEOPLE ARE BEING CONNED OUT OF THOUSANDS OF POUNDS EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK

that was described as ‘very poor’ 
by trading standards. 

PC MacBeth continued: ‘If 
it was me, I would trust the 
classified section in the Oban 
Times more than I would trust a 
random website. 

‘There are people out there who 
want to take your money off you. 
It is organised crime - people are 
setting out to defraud you.’

PC MacMillan, who is de-
scribed as an ‘online expert’, said 
he is always amazed at the many 

different ways the scammers use 
to take defraud people.

He added: ‘Sell and buy things 
in person and not online. It is by 
far the safer way to do things. 

‘People need to be aware of 
the dangers. While many scams 
happen over the phone or the 
internet, things can happen in 
person as well.’

Discussing who is committing 
the crimes, PC MacMillan said: 
‘In cases we deal with, the major-
ity are from Asia or West Africa 
for internet fraud, but it can be 
anyone at any time. 

‘Don’t get drawn into anything - 
take your time making decisions 
about parting with your bank 
information.

‘Doorstep salesman should be 
refused unless you have good ref-
erences about their work. People 
can be very pushy and aggressive 
on the doorstep. 

‘Just say no, close the door and 
call the police or trading stand-
ards if you need assistance.’

He added: ‘Never give your 
bank information out to anyone.

‘If your bank phones you, 
phone them back on the number 
you have rather than the one the 
caller gives you - or go into your 
local branch.’ 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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TIMESLINE
Slowcoach drivers 
fall foul of the law 

Man held in cells 
for having a knife

Power tools taken 
in village hut raid

Missing walker is 
named by police

Close encounters of the feathered kind

No fast response unit for islands
FEED THE BIRDS: seagulls have not enjoyed the best of press recently with grisly accounts of the winged scavengers devouring smaller 

birds and pecking a tiny Yorkshire terrier to death in Cornwall. However, tourist Paul Johnson from Brighton, appears to be undaunted by 
the bad publicity as he feeds the gulls in Oban this week 15_t31seagull01

Superfast picks up 
the speed at last  

POTENTIAL BT customers 
in Oban and Lorn are likely 
to be waiting some time yet for 
superfast broadband services.

The roll-out of the pro-
gramme was due to be finished 
last year, but delays have meant 
that the service has just started 
in Oban.

A BT insider told the Oban 
Times that the problem lay 
in the fact that contractors 
received payment from the 
Scottish government whenever 
they installed a network cab-
inet, which meant there was 
no urgency to run cables to 
connect residential users to the 
broadband network.

He said: ‘The topography of 
the area made it almost impos-
sible in places to easily lay the 
cable.’

However, a spokesman for BT 
said the programme was back 
on track: ‘The programme is 
making good progress in Ar-
gyll and Bute with more than 
6,000 homes and businesses 
now able to access next gener-
ation broadband. 

‘In Oban, BT engineers have 
delivered, through the Digital 
Scotland Superfast Broadband 
programme with Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, access 
for more than 1,100 homes and 
businesses. Further coverage 
in Oban is planned for later in 
the year through BT’s commer-
cial deployment. 

‘In Taynuilt, we have faced 
some challenges with getting 
the fibre to the village, and in 
Connel there have been dis-
cussions with the community 
about putting the cabinet in the 
best location. 

‘When we start building in 
specific areas, these kinds 
of technical problems can 
emerge, and it means it can 
take a bit longer to deliver the 
new networks.  

‘We’re doing our best to 
sort out any difficulties and 
we anticipate services should 
come through during the next 
six months.’

Customers can visit www.hie.
co.uk/whereandwhen to keep 
up to date on the roll-out.

 

THE VIEWS of islanders have 
been ignored after their demands 
for an emergency response unit 
have been turned down.

Islanders from Mull, Iona 
and Ulva will still have just one 
ambulance serving the huge 
geographical area.

Instead they are to be proactive 
in attending to patients them-
selves under community first 
responder schemes.

And the local MSP has slammed 
the Scottish Ambulance Service 
for not listening to the views of 
local people.

At present, some patients are 
choosing to get themselves to 
hospital rather than put further 
strain on the ambulance service 
that is creaking at the seams.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

One former ambulance worker 
said the service was at ‘breaking 
point.’ 

He continued: ‘The ambulance 
could be called to Tobermory - 
an hour’s drive on a single track 
road - then another call comes in 
for Iona or Ulva.

‘I am not saying that people 
have died because of the service, 
but the population is ageing and 
there are more and more people 
needing help.’

A holidaymaker on Mull, 
who had twisted his leg out of 
shape, decided to travel to Oban 
himself rather than wait on an 

ambulance. John McAdam was 
then rushed to hospital in Paisley 
for emergency treatment. 

John, who lives in Glasgow, 
said: ‘Everyone told me how 
stretched the emergency services 
on the island are. 

‘I got my friend to drive me to 
hospital in Oban. I was in agony, 
but I felt I might get there quick-
er by not phoning an ambulance.’

However, a recent consultation 
on the future of ambulance 
services serving the three islands 
has now ended - and there will 
be no increase to the one vehicle 
presently in service,

The consultation outlined eight 
alternative options for  providing 
the service to the islands.

And a total of 79 per cent of 
respondents wanted the option 
of the current resource plus a 
fast Paramedic Response Unit 

POLICE in Argyll have warned 
drivers to keep up with the 
fl ow of traffi  c after a number of 
drivers have been cautioned for 
driving too slowly.

Sergeant Alan Moore from 
Oban police station said: 
‘People driving too slowly can 
be almost as frustrating as cars 
travelling too quickly.

‘People need to be guided by 
the speed limits on roads and 
not to drive either over the limit 
or excessively under it.

‘There are a number of cases 
where people can be fi ned for 
driving too slowly because of 
the problems this can cause for 
other drivers. It certainly can 
lead to frustration on the road.’

Anyone with concerns about 
driver behaviour should con-
tact police on 101 and ask for 
the area offi  ce.

A BOTHY in Appin was raided 
by thieves who stole chain-
saws, electric drills and other 
machinery between July 
7- 26.

Police are asking for anyone 
with information about the 
crime to contact police con-
stable Andy Hogg on 101. 

A MAN with a knife was arrest-
ed last Thursday morning after 
being found in possession of 
the weapon at a bus stop in 
Taynuilt.

The 25-year-old was taken 
into custody and was due to 
appear in court.

POLICE have named the man 
who died while walking on 
Cruachan last week.

The body of 69-year-old 
David Alan Jones from Loch 
Awe was discovered by police 
searching the area for the 
missing man. 

(PRU) shadowing the same 
hours. 

While the final details have 
not been confirmed, a Scottish 
Ambulance Service spokesman 
told the Oban Times:  ‘As part 
of the the Mull and Iona health 
care review group, we are work-
ing to develop an appropriate 
sustainable model of integrated 
health and care.  

‘We are starting four new Com-
munity First Responder schemes 
in the coming months and have 
arranged for community infor-
mation events to be held from 
August 5-7, which will be attend-
ed by current first responders 
who can share their knowledge 
and experience. 

‘Plans are being developed 
to ensure that there is always a 
paramedic on the ambulance, 
and further enhancements have 

also been made to the helicopter 
landing site to improve air ambu-
lance access.’ 

But MSP, Mike Russell, said: 
‘I am very disappointed with 
the complete inability of the 
Scottish Ambulance Service at 
the highest  level to listen to the 
local community. This is despite 
two meetings in Oban over the 
last year at which successive Cab-
inet Secretaries for Health have 
made it clear that they agree with 
the unanimous view that major 
improvements are needed. 

‘I shall be raising this whole 
issue with Ministers again as I 
support the community in their 
fight to get the service they need 
and I intend to help them get it’ 
he added.

Islanders are also still keen to 
negotiate a car service for a par-
amedic attending emergencies. 

SOLO SERVICE:
Just one ambulance 
will continue to 
serve islanders on 
Mull, Iona and Ulva

Last chance to pen 
a defi nitive song 

Mid Argyll hotel to 
be one of the best 

Smelling roses for 
islands cosmetics 

BUDDING composers only 
have a few hours left to get 
an entry into the competition 
for a song to defi ne this year’s 
Royal National Mòd, which will 
be held in Oban. 

This can be a tune or a song 
and should capture the spirit 
of the Mòd. The piece should 
be submitted as a recording. 

A manuscript version would 
be helpful, but is not neces-
sary. All manuscripts should 
be handed in without the 
composer’s name to preserve 
anonymity. 

The competition is open to 
people of all ages living in 
Argyll. All entries should be 
handed into Furan, the Gaelic 
centre at the Corran Halls in 
Oban. The closing date for 
entries is tomorrow, Friday 
July 31.

As a prize, the winning piece 
will be arranged and recorded 
by Finlay Wells at Nutshell 
Music, and will be featured in 
the Oban Times. There will 
also be a cash prize.

SERCO has appointed 
Arran Aromatics to create 
a collection of toiletries for 
the new Caledonian Sleeper 
train service.

Holyrood’s transport 
minister, Derek Mackay, an-
nounced the business tie-up: 
‘The contract between the 
Caledonian Sleeper service 
and Arran Aromatics is great 
news for Scotland. 

 ‘The Caledonian Sleeper 
brand is established on the 
global stage as a world-class 
train journey and we are 
confi dent the transfor-
mation of the service will 
prove valuable in delivering 
increased travel between 
Scotland and London.’

A BUYER is all set to take over 
the Argyll Hotel in Inveraray on 
Saturday morning.

While the potential purchaser 
wants to keep his identity a 
secret so as not to ‘tempt fate’, 
the Oban Times can confi rm 
he is local, has business 
experience and says he is 
ready to turn the hotel into 
one of the best in Scotland.

TABLES and chairs for public 
use were part of the plans for 
the ‘open space’ of the recently 
redesigned Stafford Street, an 
Oban councillor has claimed.

Iain S Maclean, the SNP 
councillor for Oban North and 
Lorn, said he had information 
that proved the provision of 
tables and chairs was part 
of the original plan for all of 
the pedestrian zone near the 
seafront at Oban.

Councillor MacLean said: 
‘I have spent time with all of 
the Stafford Street traders at 
least twice each, and more with 
those who wanted me to report 
back.

‘Some said they were told by 
one councillor that there was 
no longer funding available for 
tables and chairs and some by 
another councillor that provid-
ing street furniture would be 
unfair to other George Street 
traders.

‘It seems to me to be a fatal 
flaw in Argyll and Bute coun-
cil’s statement that it is to cre-
ate a ‘cafe culture’ atmosphere 
in Stafford Street.

‘Fixed street furniture 
would by definition obviate 
the perceived problem with 
the youth ‘miss-using’ the 
terraces.’

Owners of the shops on 
Stafford Street agreed with 
councillor Maclean.

A member of staff in Room 
9 said: ‘It’s very bare. It needs 
something. I know it’s for danc-
ing, but it could do with some 
benches at least. 

‘It’s a bare space. It could do 
with a bin also. I know there’s 
one at the other end, but we 
often have to pick up rubbish.’

Irene MacKinnon, of Kronks, 
said: ‘After seeing it finished, it 
looks beautiful, but there’s a 
design flaw. 

‘Perhaps the seating should 
have been up the top in the 
bare area, but the problem with 
that is the coloured glass, you 
can’t see through it. 

‘Having said that, I haven’t 
sat down up there, so you might 
be able to see over it.

‘It’s lovely seeing people 
sitting outside, but after the 
council said they were, then 
weren’t providing seating, 
myself and Pokey Hat decided 
not to put seating out this year 

as we were massively affected 
during the construction pro-
cess, but we might next year 
when we’re better off.’

However, a spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute council 
defended the design, saying: 
‘This project was about creat-
ing a great new public space 
for businesses, residents and 
visitors to use and enjoy.  

‘There is some 90 metres 
of public seating within the 
design, which is already being 
very well used. 

‘There is a tremendous op-
portunity for local businesses 
to use the flexible space the 
council has created to enhance 
the offering for their custom-
ers. 

‘We would encourage them 
to take advantage of this space 
by making outdoor dining a 
possibility, as it is in other Eu-
ropean cities. We are confident 
that local businesses will see 
the opportunities available and 
will approach the council to 
discuss the best way to provide 
an open air dining experience.’

The spokesman concluded by 
saying the seating provided by 
cafes was for their customers 
only.  

Bare essentials make for 
a chairless environment 

NEW DESIGN NOT UP TO CAFE CULTURE BENCHMARK

OPEN QUESTION: the open area at Staff ord Street in Oban

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A SOLO windsurfing sailor who 
is aiming to be the first to circum-
navigate Britain unaided, cruised 
into Oban at the weekend to meet 
his parents. 

Three people have windsurfed 
round Britain, but all were 
supported in the seas by yachts 
or powerboats. However, Jono 
Dunnett, 41, from London, is at-
tempting his voyage unsupported. 

Jono started his epic voyage when 
he left Britain’s capital in June, 
travelling clockwise and aims to 
arrive back in London in August 
or September. He also hopes 
to raise funds for research into 
pancreatic cancer. 

He arrived in Machrihanish, 
Kintyre for dinner at the Old 
Clubhouse last week after sailing 
from Northern Ireland.

Last Thursday, he reached Jura, 
describing his nerve-wracking 
voyage through Corryvrecken as 

his ‘gates of Hell’. On Saturday, 
he reached Oban and was able to 
chill out on shore with his mum 
and dad who were visiting the 
town.

Three people have windsurfed 
around Britain, taking between 
70 and 61 days, the first in 1984 
and two more in 1999, but Jono’s 
is the first unaided effort. 

To track Jono’s whereabouts, 
and to donate to his cause, visit: 
www.windsurfroundbritain.co.uk. 

FAMILY REUNION: Jono Dunnett meets his parents in Oban for a spot of lunch during his voyage around 
Britain t31windsurf06no

Jono sails through ‘gates of 
Hell’ to meet mum and dad   
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

AHOY! Oban’s Raft Race is 
looking forward to fine sailing 
weather when sailors take to 
the water at the annual event on 
Saturday, August 8.

While it is difficult to be precise 
about an actual starting time, 
Jim Edge of the Oban and Lorne 
Lions Club, who run the event, 
said: ‘It will take place as soon as 
the tide is right’.

Jim continued: ‘We are 
dependent on the tides, however 
people should come down at 1pm 
to enjoy the music from Oban FM 
and games for youngsters.

‘It is always a great day out for 
all the family.’

Any group wanting to enter 
a boat should contact brian@
powergeneration.uk.com.

Raft race waits for tide

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Fort William       1
Strathspey Thistle 2
Highland League

Golf

Football

Welfare football

Over £6,000 raised 
for cancer charity

Disappointing start to the new 
season for Fort William 

Caol are Welfare 
league champions

Lochaber shinty on 
social media
Shinty

POPULAR Steff Duck bid fare-
well to her beloved job as club-
house manager at Fort William 
football club as the season kicked 
off on Saturday.

In a short presentation at the 
side of the pitch at Claggan park 
on Saturday afternoon, director 
Gerald MacIntyre thanked Steff 
for her services and wished her 
well.

Steff was skilled behind the 
bar, the kitchen and took on 
everything in between. She is 
well-known and loved for her 
cooking at the home games. 

Mr MacIntyre said: ‘We are 
going to miss you at the club, 

NEW KIT: Lochaber Camanachd received new team jackets from sponsors, Arthur J. Gallagher 
insurance.  Martin Johnston accepts the jacket from Michael Laing and Anne-Marie MacLean of the 

sponsors 

FUN WEEK: Competition winners and Fort William golf club members gathered for a celebration at the 
clubhouse on Thursday following the Ben Nevis Distillery fun week on Sunday July 19  21_f31golf01

CAOL United have won the 
Marine Harvest welfare league 
for the second year running, 
after beating Mallaig 6-5 on 
Friday. 
The winners have been unde-
feated in the league so far but 
still have to play Lundavra in a 
previously postponed game. 

But as Caol are six points clear 
they can’t be knocked from the 
top, and will be presented with 
the league trophy tomorrow 
night (Friday) by David Corrigan 
of sponsors Marine Harvest. 

In the only other game played 
this week, Mallaig beat Loch-
aber 3-1, seeing them finish in 
second place with 27 points. 

The final two competitions 
kicked off last week, the Duthie 
cup for the top three teams 
and the Kinloch shield for the 
bottom three. 

Lundavra and Nevis Range 
played the first game of the 
shield on Tuesday night, before 
Nevis Range take on Ballachul-
ish tonight (Thursday). 

Tomorrow night Caol United 
and Lochaber will go head to 
head in the first game of the 
Duthie cup before Nevis Range 
play for the third time in the 
Kinloch shield, against Lundavra 
on Tuesday. 

League standings, as of July 27:
  P Pts
Caol United 11 33
Mallaig  12 27
Lochaber 11 18
Lundavra 11 19
Ballachulish 12 12
Nevis Range 12  6

FORT William went down 2-1 
to Strathspey Thistle in the first 
game of this season’s Highland 
league. 

Visiting Strathspey opened 
the scoring at Claggan park on 
Saturday with a 17th minute goal 
and seconds into the second half, 
the Fort were 2-0 down thanks to 
an own goal. 

Vice captain, Darren Quigg, 
managed to pull the hosts back 
with a penalty goal in the 49th 
minute and, despite Ally Ewen’s 
men being the better side in the 
second half, it was not enough for 

FIVE shinty clubs from across 
Lochaber have come together 
to promote the sport via a social 
media site.

Usually rivals on the pitch, Fort 
William, Lochaber, Kilmallie, 
Ballachulish and Glengarry clubs 
have put together the ‘Outdoor 
Capital Shinty’ Facebook page 
to highlight the activities of all 
five clubs and to encourage locals 
and visitors to head to games and 
watch the teams in action.

Duncan MacPhee, chairman of 
Fort William shinty club, said: 
‘There has always been a great 
rivalry between the teams on the 
field, but off the field there are 
huge advantages to us working 
together.

‘There’s a long history of shinty 
in the area, and the Facebook 
page is a great way to spread the 
word and help secure the sport’s 
future.’

Linda Campbell, secretary of 
Kilmallie, said it can also be used 
to put out information about 
fixtures: ‘When there are last 
minute changes to start times or 
match venues, it’s difficult to get 
the message out. Thanks to the 
Facebook page, we can spread 
the word in minutes, helping 
supporters stay informed.’

A TEXAS scramble golf 
competition held at the weekend 
raised more than £6,000 for a 
children’s cancer charity.

The event at Fort William 
golf club on Sunday was in aid 
of STAR for Harris, set up 
in memory of Lochaber baby, 
Harris Ross, who died of a brain 
tumour at 15 months old in 2010. 

The golf tournament, along 
with a raffle and auction raised 
£6,153. 

EYES ON THE PRIZE: Fort’s new signing Duncan Lamont and Strathspey’s John Treasurer 16_f31football02

them to take a share of the points. 
Fort William vice chairman, 

David MacDonald, said: ‘It 
was a disappointing afternoon, 
most definitely not the result 
we were looking for. We have to 
remember we are a new team and 
it will take time to gel. They’re a 
brilliant bunch of lads and, given 
time, they have the makings of a 
very decent team.’ 

Match day mascot was Ellie Pa-
keman. Next weekend Fort Wil-
liam will travel east to play Forres 
Mechanics. The next home game 
is on Saturday August 8 against 
Inverurie Locos.

FAREWELL: Steff  with club director, Gerald MacIntyre. 16_f31steff 01

Steff  moves on
to pastures new

and we will especially miss your 
potato wedges.’

Grandmother of three Steff 
has left for a more permanent 
position elsewhere. She said: ‘I’m 
sad to leave. I love it here, but this 
is seasonal and I am going to do 
something that is more practical 
for me.’

Players, managers and members 
applauded Steff as she was pre-
sented with a bouquet of flowers. 

Marie McMillan, club secre-
tary, is appealing for a club house 
manager on the back of Steff’s 
departure. Anyone interested 
should telephone Ms McMillan 
on 07803049571.

A MAN who grew up in Lochaber returned to his 
roots to win the Fort William marathon this weekend. 

Ruairidh Campbell, who grew up in Inverlochy but 
now lives in Arbroath, cleared the 26-mile route in 
two hours, 48 minutes and 58 seconds, almost six 
minutes ahead of second place, Helge Henson. 

Almost 300 runners took part in the marathon on 
Sunday in a new route, leaving from Nevis Range and 
taking in some of Lochaber’s most stunning scenery, 
including Ben Nevis, Neptune’s staircase and the 
Commando memorial in Spean bridge.

Irish runner, Theresa Majeed, was the first lady 
home and 14th overall, clearing the finish line in 
three hours, 18 minutes and 50 seconds.

Local athletes also recorded impressive times, 
Steven Martin from Fort William finished in 63rd 
place, in a time of 3:48:55, while his fellow Lochaber 
runners Shaun MacLean finished in 4:33:30 (166th) 
and Brian MacDonald recorded a time of 4:45:455 
(191st). 

In a sign of true friendship, Lochaber ladies 
Margaret MacPhee, Naomi Lawrie and Naomi 
Bates crossed the finish line together, with a time of 
5:07:21. Anna Cameron, also of Lochaber, finished 
in 6:08:58. 

Top 10 finishers: 1 Ruairidh Campbell 2:48:58; 2 
Helge Hansen 2:54:34; 3 Michael O’Donnell 2:59:49; 
4 Rudi Taylor 3:02:21; 5 Martin Devine 3:08:17; 6 
Tom Shanahan 3:09:22; 7 Stuart MacDonald 3:09:44; 
8 John MacLaughlin 3:13:53; 9 Scott Affleck 3:13:56; 
10 Andy Craig 3:14:56.

Ruairidh returns to win marathon

MARATHON MEN: First place, Ruairidh Campbell, right, takes an early lead with 
second place, Helge Hansen 16_f31marathon01 

Marathon

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, July 30, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.49 3.6 10.59 0.9 17.14 3.8 23.18 0.8
Fri 05.29 3.8 11.40 0.7 17.53 4.0  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.04 0.6 06.07 3.9 12.22 0.5 18.32 4.2
Sun 00.49 0.5 06.44 3.9 13.04 0.3 19.11 4.2
Mon 01.33 0.4 07.23 3.9 13.48 0.3 19.51 4.1
Tues 02.18 0.5 08.03 3.7 14.34 0.4 20.34 3.9
Wed 03.05 0.7 08.47 3.5 15.22 0.7 21.20 3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

13

13

12

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 11°C to 14ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 13ºC.
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