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Serving the west since 1861

Touching tribute to 
much-missed Kayla
To mark the � rst anniversary since 
Kayla MacDonald tragically lost 
her life, family and friends gathered 
at Dunsta� nage Castle to release 40 
butter� ies and dozens of balloons.

� e crowd gathered at 6.30pm on 
Monday night, when a short cere-
mony took place before the butter-
� ies were released into the wild and 
the biodegradable balloons � oated 
towards the sky.

� e balloons were imprinted with 
the words: ‘You are loved. You are 
missed. You are remembered.’

Kayla, of Dunbeg, died in a tragic 
accident in an Argyll forest on July 
23 last year when she was just eight 
years old.

During the ceremony at the 
castle, Kayla’s gran, or ‘gaga’, Janice 
Ferguson, read out a poem.

She said: ‘We are sending those 
butter� ies to heaven, with parcels 
on their wings. 

‘So, Kayla, be careful when you 
open them because they are full of 
beautiful things.

‘Inside are a million kisses, 

wrapped up in a million hugs.
‘To say how much we miss you 

and to send you all our love.
‘We hold you close within our 

hearts, and there you will remain.
‘To walk with us throughout our 

lives, until we see you again.’

Janice added: ‘We love and miss 
you every second of every day.’

� e butter� ies were set free 
outside Dunsta� nage Castle, 
where a memorial bench sits inside 
dedicated to Kayla. � e bench was 
unveiled on December 20 2017, 

days before what would have been 
her ninth birthday.

Following the event on Monday 
night, Kayla’s mum, Karina 
MacPherson, said: ‘� anks so 
much to everyone who called, 
sent messages, sent cards and sent 

� owers today. We really appreciate 
it and [we are] so lucky to have such 
great support behind us.

‘We had a perfect night for our girl 
at the castle with our close friends 
and family having a butter� y and 
balloon release.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk Little brother follows 

in sister’s footsteps
Islanders on Tiree last week re-
membered eight-year-old Kayla, 
who died in a forestry accident 
near Benderloch a year ago on 
Sunday, two days after winning 
the young stockperson’s prize at 
the Tiree show.

This year her brother, Ruairidh, 
six, won the same award, the 
coveted Annie Cameron Cup for 
best young stockperson in the 
sheep and cattle sections.

Ruairidh also won two more 
cups including, appropriately, 
the Kayla Mary MacDonald 
Memorial Cup.
� Show special: pages 14 and 15.

The balloons and butter� ies that were released (16_T30_Butter� yre-

lease01/06) and, above right, Kayla and her younger brother Ruairidh 
at Dunsta� nage Castle, where the little girl loved to play.
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Calls for Oban 
Bay to be a trust
A public meeting to discuss 
a bid by CMAL to manage all 
of Oban Bay heard it should 
not be run by a single user and 
should instead become a trust 
port.

Duncan Martin, custodian 
of Oban’s town moorings, said: 
‘It is Oban’s harbour. It is not 
CMAL’s harbour. It must never 
be CMAL’s harbour.

‘Oban would be unique in 
having its harbour run by one 
of its users. It must be run for 
all the users, not just CMAL. 
A trust has access to sources 
of funding that CMAL and the 
council do not have.’

Sailor Chris Lindesay, skip-
per of Corryvreckan Cruising 
Ltd, said: ‘CalMac seems to be 
very obstructive everywhere 
in the Hebrides where recent 
investment has tried to develop 
accessibility to leisure yachts.

‘As a minimum, there must 
be very strong leisure and 
� shing representation capable 
of overriding CalMac and 
their bully attitude to other 
seafarers.’

� e Oban Bay Management 
Group (OBMG) claims there 
are two statutory harbour 
authorities (SHA) in Oban 
Bay, each with its own har-
bour master: one extending 
100m from the North Pier 
managed by Argyll and Bute 
Council (A&BC), and the 
other from the Railway Pier by 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL), CalMac’s 
sister, public company which 
owns ferries and ports.

With increased tra�  c in 
Oban Bay, and a voluntary 
code of conduct, OBMG 
recommended a wider SHA 
covering all of Oban Bay to 
mitigate risks it identi� ed, spe-
ci� cally in the North Channel.

� e OBMG, chaired by 

CMAL, opted to extend 
CMAL’s own SHA because 
it was most ‘cost-e� ective’ 
and ‘timely’. CalMac harbour 
master Paul Jennings said the 
council did not want to com-
mit to the extra costs or risks 
extending its SHA.

Mariners on the Oban 
Bay Stakeholders Group 
felt they were not consulted 
su�  ciently, and questioned the 
validity of the data, saying the 
decision was a ‘fait accomp-
li’. Councillor Jamie McGrigor 
said: ‘Consultations tend to tell 
people what is going to happen, 
rather than ask them what they 
want to happen.’

Fergus Gillanders, retired 
Argyll and Bute Council har-
bour master, argued neither 
CMAL nor the council had 
statutory authority in those 
two harbour areas. Instead, 
he said, authority lay in the 
Oban General Harbour 
Authority, stretching from the 

war memorial to the sailing 
club. ‘Why are they turning it 
around 180 degrees? Oban has 
one of the safest harbours in 
Scotland. It is governance and 
not safety that is the issue here.’

Phil Day, director of op-
erations for the Northern 
Lighthouse Board (NLB),  said 
the council’s legal opinion 
stated the two SHAs still exist.

A trust harbour was rejected 
for now. Mr Jennings said it 
would be several years away, 
and so far ‘no one has expressed 
an interest in running it’.

But Mr Day added: ‘If a trust 
was created and wanted to take 
on the harbour role, we will 
hand that over at a later date. 
� is is the safest and quickest 
way to have a safe harbour. 
It buys time. If you start a 
trust, you have to start from 
scratch. CMAL has all the 
infrastructure.

‘� is is where a consultation 
starts.’

Rampage man is banned from isle of Coll
A drunk holidaymaker who 
went on the rampage on Coll 
a� er arriving at its bunkhouse 
a week early has been banned 
from the island for two years.

David Masters, 39, of Flat 
14, Cawdor Place, Shore 
Street, Oban, pleaded guilty 
to assaulting two men by 
punching one on the head 
and kicking the other on the 
leg, at An Cridhe, Isle of Coll, 
on April 19, 2017.

Masters also admitted reck-
lessly damaging property by 
throwing a stone and break-
ing a window and, later, at the 
Isle of Coll Hotel, when he 
struck pool cues o�  the pool 
table, causing them to break, 
and throwing an e-cigarette 
at a window, smashing it.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
had deferred sentence for 
reports, which, Oban Sheri�  
Court heard on Tuesday, 
highlighted Masters’s ‘signif-
icant mental health problems 
in the past and a history of 
o� ending’.

Solicitor Tony Bone said: 
‘I hope to persuade your 
lordship to step back from 
custody. He has previously 
had two custodial sentences, 
which have not had the 
desired e� ect. � e issues 
Mr Masters has to confront 
are being confronted by the 
people who support him.’

Mr Bone said Masters had 
been volunteering in the 
Hope Kitchen in Oban, where 
he was spoken of very highly. 

‘Mr Masters is extremely 
apologetic and remorseful. 
He does not want to diminish 
the hurt or harm caused.’

Sentencing, Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes said: ‘� e main 
problem you have is alcohol. 
� is is a matter for which 
you could receive a custodial 
sentence. I am going to o� er 
you an alternative.’

Sheri�  Hughes ordered 
Masters to carry out 175 
hours of unpaid work over 
12 months and pay compen-
sation of £1,050. He also im-
posed a restriction of liberty 
order, keeping Masters in his 
home from 7pm to 5am daily 
for six months, and banned 
him from entering Coll for 
two years.

Residents of Soroba have 
thanked the the area’s former 
caretaker for her work by 
gi� ing her a ‘lovely hamper’.

Before retiring, Vivian 
Ritz helped ensure Soroba 
was looking its best for more 
than a decade. Working 
for Argyll Community 
Housing Association, 
Vivian also helped at  the 
Ledaig Travelling People’s 
site and in the association’s 
sheltered housing complexes 
at Dunmar Court, Oban, 
and Ford Spence Court, 
Benderloch.

To say thanks, a collection 
was placed in Soroba Stores. 

Resident Nicola Wilson 
said: ‘With our generous 
donations, we managed to 
gi�  Vivian a lovely hamper.

‘We hope Vivian enjoys her 
retirement; she thoroughly 
deserves it, but she is missed 
around Soroba.

‘A huge thank you has 
to be given to Soroba shop 
for holding the collection 
and for its donation of a 
lovely bottle of Prosecco. 
Also Sheila McIntyre 
Photography;  Button Nose 
for donating the lovely ham-
per; Sheila Brown worked her 
magic and etched some lovely 
� utes for our gi�  too.’

‘Much missed around Soroba’

Soroba residents Mary Bryce and Christine Smith hand 
Vivian Ritz her retirement present. 

Man admits relationship with underage girl
An Oban man has pleaded 
guilty to having sexual inter-
course with a girl under the 
age of 16.

� e man, now aged 19, from 
Soroba, Oban, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons, was 17 
when he � rst had sex with the 
14-year-old.

On Tuesday July 17, proc-
urator � scal Eoin McGinty 
said: ‘[� e girl] accepts that 
she advised the accused that 
she was 15 and not her true age 
that was 14.’

Mr McGinty said that every 
two weeks the pair would meet 
and ‘normally have sex’.

� e procurator � scal 
added: ‘In January 2017, she 
advised him she was only 14 
and initially he called o�  the 
relationship.’

� e girl then got in touch 
with the man a week later and 
the pair once again continued 
their relationship and to meet.

‘� ere came a point in 
April where the complainer 
informed her mother that she 

was in a relationship with an 
18-year-old.’

� e mother then got in touch 
with the man and told him to 
stop contacting her daughter.

Police were made aware of 
the incident following another 
investigation.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes has 
called for a criminal justice 
and social work report, as well 
as a restriction of liberty order.

A noti� cation requirement 
of sexual o� ences has been 
issued.

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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� Between Monday and 
Tuesday July 9 and 10, at 
Inverinan, the theft of a lamb 
occurred from a farm. Police 
are investigating the incident 
and are appealing for any 
witnesses.
� Between Saturday and 
Tuesday July 14 and 17, 
damage was caused to a door 
at the rear of Roxy’s Cafe, 
Argyll Square, Oban.
� At around 3.50pm on 
Tuesday July 17 at Sutherland 
Drive in Oban, a 24-year-old 
man was stopped and 
searched by the police and 
found to be in possession 

POLICE FILES Sergeant Iain MacNicol
of cannabis. The man was 
charged and issued with a 
recorded police warning.
� At around 9.35pm on 
Wednesday July 18 outside 
the Columba Hotel in Oban, a 
19-year-old man was stopped 
and searched by police 
o�  cers. The man was found to 
be in possession of cannabis. 
He was issued with a recorded 
police warning.
� At about 10.10pm, on Friday 
July 20, in Campbell Street, 
Oban, a man aged 18 was 
stopped and searched and 
found to be in possession of a 
quantity of cannabis allegedly 

with intent to supply. The man 
had also allegedly supplied 
alcohol to under-aged youths. 
He was arrested, charged and 
a report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
� Between 4pm on Saturday 
July 14 and 10.30am on 
Sunday July 15, a window in 
a house on Ledaig Branch 
Road, Tobermory, Mull, was 
damaged by having a stone 
thrown at it.
� If anyone has information on 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact police 101, or 
anonymously to Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111.

Taxi driver � ned for knocking down women
An Oban taxi driver who 
accidentally knocked down 
two ladies and ran over a foot 
has been � ned £200.

Shona Brown, 61, of 7c 
Miller Road, Oban, pleaded 
guilty to driving without 
due care and attention on 
October 21 last year, when 
she failed to observe two 
67-year-old pedestrians on 
Queen’s Park Place, Oban, 
striking and knocking them 
to the ground, and running 
over one of the ladies’ feet to 
her severe injury.

Procurator � scal Eoin 

McGinty told Oban Sheri�  
Court on Tuesday July 17 
that, as Brown turned into 
the taxi stand, ‘she ran over 
the back of the feet of the 
witnesses, causing them to 
fall to the ground.

‘� e complainer’s foot was 
trapped beneath the wheel of 
the car. [She] broke two bones 
in her foot. She was signed o�  
work for 12 weeks.’

Defence agent Edward 
� ornton said Brown had 
been a taxi driver for the past 
15 years, and had an ‘excellent 
history’ of good character.

‘� ere was a large vehicle 
parked in the bus stance and 
that had obscured her view of 
the access area. 

‘By the time she realised 
and took evasive action, it 
was too late. 

‘She stopped immediately 
and o� ered her assistance.’

Sentencing, Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes said: ‘� is has been 
a very unfortunate accident, 
which you have done what 
you can to put right.’ 

He � ned Brown £200, and 
endorsed her licence with 
four points.

Council loses ‘costly’ 
appeal on parking � ne
A driver in Oban has won an 
appeal against a parking ticket 
imposed by Argyll and Bute 
Council, because the meter 
did not accept new £1 coins, 
and didn’t say so despite the 
council’s evidence.

� e adjudicator said the 
meter wasn’t � t for purpose, 
putting the driver in an ‘im-
possible position’, and it was 
‘not reasonable’ for the council 
to pursue the case.

‘� is carry-on took nearly a 
year to sort out and must have 
cost the council a lot of time 
and money, and all for £2,’ the 
driver said.

Last year she received a ticket 
in Oban ‘for parking at a ticket 
machine that did not accept the 
new £1 coins and did not say 
so. Despite leaving the money 
I would have put in the meter 
if I could have, on the dash for 
the wardens to see, along with 
an explanatory note, I still got 
a ticket. I appealed to Kilmory 
but they upheld the warden’s 
decision and said I had to pay 
the � ne as I wasn’t displaying 
a ticket.

‘I appealed to the parking ad-
judicator in Edinburgh who 

said the parking meter was 
not � t for purpose as it did not 
accept the new coins. Despite 
their statement to the contrary 
in their case summary, council 
photographs showed that there 
were no notices on the meter 
to say it did not take the new 
coins.

‘� e adjudicator added the 
appellant had been put in an 
impossible predicament and 
it was not reasonable for the 
council to continue to issue 
and pursue a penalty charge 
notice,  where it can exercise 
discretion.’

Meanwhile, another driver 
in Oban called the council’s 
implementation of the new 
parking charges a ‘shambles’.

Bill Matthews said: ‘I high-
lighted a number of avoidable 
pitfalls. Now virtually all the 
problems have occurred with 
many more besides. � e sta�  
doing the implementation do 
not live in Oban and rarely 
visit. In comparison to other 
resorts in Scotland, Oban has 
the worst, most complicated, 
user-unfriendly, confusing and 
inconsistent council-managed 
parking.’ (Letters, pages 26, 27.)

Stacy’s mission 
goes into Africa
A student nurse who hails from 
Islay has arrived in Tanzania to 
work in a local hospital.

Stacy Baker, who is in her 
second year of a paediatric 
nursing course at Edinburgh 
Napier University, will spend 
� ve and a half weeks helping 
in the malaria and Aids wards.

As part of her course, Stacy 
was given the option to study 
abroad. She is the only Scottish 
student out of 20 people from 
around the world.

‘I chose to take on this 
challenge and go to Tanzania 
as I wanted to experience 
healthcare outside of the NHS 
and the UK,’ she told � e 
Oban Times. ‘Now I am here, I 
can con� rm just how di� erent 
things are and how lucky we 
are to have the NHS.

‘� roughout my experience 
so far in Tanzania, the lack of 

resources and sta�  available in 
the hospital is having a huge ef-
fect on the survival of patients.

‘For example, one nurse 
has to look a� er around 20 
patients. � is would never be 
seen in the UK. � e majority of 
the departments I have been in 
have four children sharing one 
bed. Every child I have come 

across either has severe malar-
ia/HIV or both and it has been 
le�  so late to treat that there is 
not much more they can do.

‘� e hospital has no infection 
control guidelines so each 
patient is just becoming more 
unwell with further infections.’

� e 20-year-old is � nding it 
di�  cult to work in a hospital 

where English is not the � rst 
language. However, with the 
help of Swahili lessons, she is 
overcoming this.

She added: ‘From a young 
age, I have wanted to work with 
children and make a di� erence 
to their lives and now seemed 
like the perfect opportunity to 
challenge myself.

‘� is is the most mentally 
and emotionally challenging 
thing I have done but I hope 
to bring my own knowledge, 
pass it on and hopefully by the 
end of it be able to say I made a 
di� erence to people’s lives.’

Stacy is going to provide the 
hospital with several boxes of 
gloves, aprons and hand gel at 
the end of her placement.

‘� ese are just basic things 
but so important and some-
thing we take for granted in the 
UK,’ she said.

Stacy, with the help of family, 
friends and islanders, paid the 
£4,500 fee to fund the trip.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Stacy is learning Swahili while working in Tanzania.
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The quality of work  
in our new kitchen, conservatory 
and deck is excellent 

The construction team were a  
credit to the Company.”

- Mr and Mrs Dalgarno

Lord Andrew Campbell-Gray, chairman of Taynuilt games, and Ian MacIntyre, chieftain, 
lead Oban Pipe Band and MacIntyre clan to the games.  Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Up-and-coming athletes are given a go at 
tossing the caber. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Chieftain Ian MacIntyre issues the clan war 
cry ‘Cruachan!’. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

International   games 
given a boost   by clan

by Euan Paterson
editor@obantimes.co.uk

As the clan war cry of 
‘Cruachan’ rang out among 
spectators at the 149th 
Taynuilt Highland Games, 
it became clear why the 
MacIntyres had chosen this 
event, situated at the foot 
of the Munro, to host their 
world clan gathering.

Around 300 MacIntyres 
from Australia, Canada, 
Germany, Iceland, New 
Zealand, Panama, USA 
and the UK had come to 
experience the Highland 
games traditions and share 
stories of their ancestral 
connections to Lorn and the 
wider Argyll.

As well as swelling the 

attendance � gure, the 
MacIntyres brought an 
energy and enthusiasm to 
proceedings that spread 
through the crowd, one of 
the largest seen in recent 
years. Ian MacIntyre, 17th 
chief of MacIntyre Camas na 
h-Erie, led the march to the 
� eld as the games’ honorary 
chie� ain.

Gathering organiser, 
Australian Dr Alison 
Macintyre, said: ‘I came to 
the Taynuilt games last year 
and the year before, but it 
is even more fun to come as 
part of a clan gathering and 
to put up our tent and � ags.

‘My great-grandfather 
emigrated to Australia from 
here, but I didn’t have a sen-
timental attachment to this 

area. But when I came here, 
I felt a real connection to the 
place. It’s di�  cult to explain; 
I got a feeling, in the insides 
of my insides, of familiarity 
and recognition.

‘People are interested to see 
where their roots are and to 
learn more about the places 
and culture.’

� e clan gathering typi� ed 
an international feel to the 
day. Among the 60 Highland 
dancers competing were 
representatives of dance 
schools in Florida and 
Montreal and holidaymaker 
Kyle Bodnyk, Ohio, won the 
gruelling 10km hill race up 
Ben Cruachan.

Polish heavyweight Lukasz 
Wenta was the standout 
among the heavies and he 

A set of ancient enchanted bagpipes were 
played at last weekend’s World Gathering 
of MacIntyres in Taynuilt and Oban.

Legend says the Faery Pipes of 
Kinlochmoidart were hand-made by a 
MacIntyre piper more than 800 years 
ago, and were played at the Battle of 
Bannockburn in 1314.

� e story goes that when the MacIntyre 
piper made the chanter, a fairy came to 
him and said: ‘Heat up your poker until 
it’s white hot and pierce the bottom of your 
chanter side to side and it will make the 
sweetest sound in Scotland.’

� e Faery Pipes are said to be enchanted, 
and have never been played by the losing 
side of a battle.

� ey are reputed to be oldest Highland 
pipes, and the � rst with two holes, adding 
an extra sounding hole at the end of the 
chanter. Only the chanter now survives of 
the original set, and the instrument sits in 
a glass case in the West Highland Museum 
in Fort William.

� e Faery Pipes have been played only 
four times in 200 years, including at the 
� rst World Gathering of the MacIntyres in 
2008, by Archie McIntyre, once Gentleman 
Piper to the Clan MacIntyre Trust, 
and composer of the piobaireachd � e 
MacIntyres’ Return.

� e Faery Pipes were played at this year’s 
clan gathering by piper Andrew MacIntyre 
from Edinburgh, at the banquet at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls in Oban on 
Friday July 20.

� e Oban Times understands a lo-
cal taxi � rm was called there for a pick-up 
at the end of the night. � e driver called in 
to the hall ‘taxi for MacIntyre’, when there 
were more than 200 clansfolk present.

� e pipes were then played again on 
Sunday July 22 by Ruaraidh Petre, Archie 
MacIntyre’s nephew, during a ceremony at 
a cairn to the chiefs of Clan MacIntyre, in 

Glenoe by Loch Etive, the ancestral lands of 
MacIntyres, in Ardchattan Parish.

� e Clan MacIntyre Trust posted: ‘All 
that remains of the original set is the chant-
er itself and it’s not a perfect � t to modern 
pipes. Still, the piper managed to play them 
well.’

� e MacIntyres of Rannoch were hered-
itary pipers to the chiefs of Clan Menzies, 
and hereditary pipers to the MacDonalds of 
Clanranald.

� e name MacIntyre, from the Gaelic 
Mac an t-Saoir, means ‘son of the carpenter/
cra� sman’. One of Scotland’s � nest Gaelic 
poets, Duncan Ban MacIntyre, known as 
the ‘Burns of the Highlands’, was born and 
commemorated in Glenorchy. 

� e clan’s current chief is Donald Russell 
MacIntyre of Glenoe, and the motto is Per 
Ardua: � rough hardship or di�  culty.

Faery Pipes enchant MacIntyre Gathering

Piper Andrew MacIntyre played the 
Faery Pipes for only the fourth time in 
200 years. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn
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International   games 
given a boost   by clan

attempted a few of the games 
records.

Some more familiar faces 
were also in heavyweight 
action in the morning, as 
the young local heavies com-
peted for the Leslie Servant 
Memorial Cup, named 
a� er the games stalwart 
and designed to encourage 
young people in Taynuilt to 
continue the heavyweight 
traditions. Sean Drummond 
was this year’s winner.

Another trophy for young-
sters, this time to encourage 
the use of Gaelic, is the Clan 
MacIntyre Trust Award. 
It was won by Rock� eld 
Primary School’s Eilidh 
Holton, with Felix Hughes 
and Aimee Spreadbury (both 
Rock� eld) being awarded 

joint second place.
Responding to local re-

quest, the Taynuilt games 
organisers also introduced a 
chanter competition along-
side the established piping 
competitions. � e inaugural 
winner of the chanter medal 
was Christopher Drummond, 
followed by Alexander 
MacDonald and � omas 
Harding.

Games chairman Andrew 
Campbell-Gray said: ‘We 
may be a wee village but we 
have welcomed a huge num-
ber of visitors from all over 
the world to these games, all 
of whom will go home and 
share their memories with 
people. You never know who 
might come next year because 
of that.’

The Clan MacIntyre Trust Award for Gaelic trophy, from 
left: trustee Colin MacIntyre and clan chieftain Ian 
MacIntyre with prize-winners Aimee Spreadbury, Eilidh 
Holton and Felix Hughes. 

Oban Pipe Band brought the parade down with more than 
200 members of the MacIntyre clan. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Chanter prize-winners Christopher Drummond, centre 
Alexander MacDonald, left, and Thomas Harding. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Local heavy athlete Johnny MacKenzie � res away the 
weight for distance. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Chaos at the � nish line in the three-legged race.

The � rst four home in the Ben Cruachan hill race were, 
from left, Campbeltown’s Dom Sharkey, second; Kyle 
Bodnyk, Ohio, � rst; Eric Wolfe, Cork, third; and Alastair 
Pringle, Glasgow, fourth.

Struan Cli� ord of North 
Connel enjoys ice cream.

Lukasz Wenta tries the 
weight-over-the-bar.

Oban’s Ross MacKay puts 
the shot. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

The girls’ sprint race was a 
close run thing. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn
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Make the right decision when
CHOOSING YOUR NEW WINDOWS 
AND DOORS

need to make to improve your home. So it makes sense to choose a range that offers beautifully 
designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Community buyout proposal for Tralee 
beach takes another step forward
A community campaign to 
purchase Tralee beach took 
another step forward last week 
when a steering committee was 
appointed.

� is occurred at a public 
meeting that was held in 
Benderloch’s Victory Hall last 
Friday, July 20.

More than 50 residents, cro� -
ers and local business owners 
attended the meeting, and 
were unanimously interested 
in the community owning the 
beach.

However, following the gath-
ering, the interim chairman 
of the recently formed Tralee 
Bay Action Group Steering 
Committee, Willie Barnett, 
has resigned from his position.

He said: ‘It is clear to me 
that there is very little appetite 
among the residents and 
certain cro� ers of Benderloch, 
Barcaldine, North Connel or 

North Argyll to support a com-
munity buyout of Tralee Beach 
and Woodlands given the low 
percentage of the population 
that turned up at the meeting. 
I hope that a community white 
knight will step forward and 
take up the responsibility of 
getting the whole community 
on board which would allow 
the process to move forward.’

� e meeting started by going 
over potential issues with the 
beach, such as invasive plants, 
parking and questions over 
what exactly was for sale.

Due to the early stage, it was 
recommended by a member 
of the public that a steering 
committee was established be-
fore going any further, which 
would help with a future land 
transfer funding application.

Speaking at the meeting, Mr 
Barnett said: ‘We have had a 
telephone call from the McColl 

family saying they wish to sell 
to the community – it’s not 
gone any further than that. We 
need input from everyone so as 
a team we can go forward.’

A member of the public said: 
‘Why don’t we ask the people 
what they want?’

Mr Barnett then asked the 
hall to raise their hands if they 
were interested in the com-
munity owning the beach, to 
which a sea of hands went up.

With recommendations and 
volunteers, six people were 
appointed to the steering 
committee. � is included 
representatives from busi-
nesses such as Fusion Marine, 
Tralee Bay Holidays, Seaview 
Caravan and Camping Park, 
as well as Benderloch residents.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
since issued the group with 
an adviser, who will help the 
committee form a trust.

Mum skydives to 
aid Iraq refugees
North Connel mum Fiona 
Bennett has raised £12,600 
for Yazidi refugees in Iraq 
a� er braving a 10,000�  skydive 
reaching speeds of 200km an 
hour.

� e daring stunt over 
Glenrothes with Skydive St 
Andrews saw the mum-of 
two and her journalist friend 
Faith Orr keep a promise to 
supporters who backed their 
appeal earlier this year to help 
get £300,000 worth of life-sav-
ing medical supplies to two 
hospitals and a mobile clinic 
in Sinjar.

� ree weeks ago, a cargo of 
eight 40�  containers � nally 
arrived in Basra from the UK, 
� lled with the urgently-needed 
supplies, ahead of the last leg of 
its mammoth journey to Sinjar.

It was a letter written by Fiona 
to the Scottish Government via 
the chief executives of every 

NHS trust in the country, 
MSPs and MPs asking for med-
ical assistance that secured the 
donated supplies, now waiting 
to set o�  on a 12-hour drive 
to their � nal destination and 
reach medics.

� e Iraqi government has 
pledged help to move the sup-
plies but a new crowdfunding 
page has been set up by relief 
charity Yazda to bring in the 

£25,000 extra needed to or-
ganise a convoy of trucks and 
get them on their way - so far 
£6,000 has been raised from 
people all over the UK.

‘I can’t believe the support 
we’ve had so far. � e amount 
we raised to get the cargo to 
Basra has been amazing. I can’t 
ask family and friends for any 
more because they have done 
so much,’ said Fiona.

‘So through Yazda’s crowd-
funding, we are turning to the 
UK for support. We are so close 
to getting the supplies to those 
in Sinjar waiting for them. I’d 
ask people please, please, des-
perately please, donate and let’s 
get them there as soon as we 
can,’ added Fiona, who plans 
to self-fund a � ight to Sinjar in 
November.

Once there, Fiona, who works 
as a human resources manager 
in Oban, will spend time vol-
unteering alongside medics 
and going out with a mobile 
clinic, treating hard-to-reach 
people, many of whom are 
still living in the mountains to 
which thousands � ed in 2014 
when Isis took their city. 

‘Going to Sinjar in November 
will jolt me back into more 
action a� er the skydive. I won’t 
give up trying to help,’ she said.

To make a donation go to 
crowdfunder.co.uk/help-fio-
na-to-complete-her-mission-
for-medicine/

Annual Oban Rotary      duck race is quacker!

Unlike last year, when the 
weather on the day had rain 
beyond belief, this year’s 
Oban Rotary Club duck race 
took place in benign condi-
tions with very little water or 
� ow in the Black Lynn.

Indeed, the ducks had to 
be ‘encouraged’ by three 
brave Rotarians, who took 
up residence in the burn, to 
reach their destination in 
Oban Bay.

� e slowness of the ducks, 
however, made it more of a 
spectacle as the large num-
ber of onlookers, especially 
the children, were able to 

appreciate the procession 
in what was a rather sedate 
form.

� e event was, as usual, a 
great success with more than 
£2,000 being raised for good 
causes and Oban Rotary is 
grateful to the continuing 
generosity of locals and the 
many visitors who bought 
ducks.

Fundraising aside, Oban 
Rotary sees the annual duck 
race as a fun event which 
provides entertainment 
for both locals and visitors 
during the summer season.

� e event involves drop-

Shop extension
Permission has been 
granted for a store to 
build an extension, 
install a cafe and change 
a garage to form two 
more retail units. Balvicar 
Stores, on Seil, has had 
its plan accepted by 
Argyll and Bute Council.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Fiona Bennett plummets towards earth from 10,000 feet.
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Residents are expected to move from care home
A ‘low number’ of residents 
of Lynn of Lorn Care Home 
in Benderloch may have to 
move a�er nursing care is 
withdrawn.

�e private care home, 
which looks a�er up to 62 res-
idents, run by McKenzie Care 
which has now been renamed 
West Coast Care, gave 13 
weeks’ notice on April 30 to 

end its contract with Argyll 
and Bute’s Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP).

An HSCP spokesperson 
said: ‘�e main reason they 
gave for the decision was 
that they have been unable 
to recruit su�cient nurses 
and were relying on agency 
nursing sta�.’

O�cials have assessed 

all residents a�ected by the 
decision to ensure they can 
continue to receive the level of 
care and support they require, 
and invested in its community 
nursing service to support 
residents as necessary.

Last week they met residents 
and their families ‘to discuss 
the outcomes of their assess-
ments and the options of care 

and support that is available. 
�ere remains the possibil-
ity that some residents will 
need to be found alternative 
accommodation but we will 
continue to work closely with 
the owners of the home, the 
residents and their families 
to make every e�ort to ensure 
residents can remain within 
the home where possible.’

Former pupil takes up new 
role at The Rock�eld Centre
�e Rock�eld Centre has ap-
pointed its newest member of 
sta� and she is a former pupil 
of the primary school.

Emily Firth is the new 
connections o�cer and will be 
in charge of bringing people 
together.

Emily, who spent many 
years working as a  linguist in 
London, Spain and France, le� 
Oban to attend university in 
Aberdeen, where she obtained 
a degree in European Studies.

Emily, who speaks   both 
French and Spanish, said: ‘It’s 
really nice to come back and be 
part of bringing this forward. 

‘It was nice to see the trust 
take over. It’s very inspiring 
to see what is being done. I am 
really proud to be part of it. It’s 
going to o�er new services and 
opportunities.

‘I used to work in London as a 
linguist, a very people-centred 
job. It’s nice to be doing some-

thing that is very people-fo-
cused but in the third sector.

‘While I am doing something 
very di�erent, it uses the same 
skills I have used elsewhere, 
but it’s much more rewarding 
to do it in the third sector, 
rather than in big business.’

Emily returned to be closer 
to her family, who still live in 
the area.  ‘I did not come back 
speci�cally to go to primary 
school again,’ she joked. ‘But 
it’s nice to come back to the 
place you are from.’

Clockwise from above: eager duck ‘owners’ watch for 
theirs; Rotary president Iain MacIntyre releases the 
ducks; and Rotarian Chris Sutton retrieves the �rst duck 
home – yellow number two. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn

Annual Oban Rotary      duck race is quacker!

ping 500 ducks in four col-
ours – blue, green, red and 
yellow – in to the Black Lynn 
at the Combie Street bridge 
with the �rst three to appear 
in Oban Bay the winners.

�e winners were yellow 
duck number two (two win-
ners who each received £50), 
blue duck 110 (one winner 
getting £25) and green duck 
74 (three winners who each 
received £15).

Oban Rotary Club 
president Iain MacIntyre 
launched the ducks and 
feathers into the Black 
Lynn to be received by their 
guardians, Rotarians Chris 
Sutton, Tommy MacQuade 
and Roger Parry.

All 500 ducks were safely 
retrieved from Oban Bay by 
Chris Sutton using a rowing 
boat which was a spectacle 
in itself.

Emily Firth.
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Brace yourselves! We are in for 
a hectic weekend of activities

Can you believe it is nearly 
August already? I’m not 
sure if it’s because it has 
been so busy this summer 
or whether I’m just getting 
old but time is � ying by.

Oban Times day is here 
even before I register the 
fact that Monday has been 
and gone.

� ere are lots of things 
coming up to ensure that 
I’m not going to be slowing 
down any time soon. Just in 
time for the release of the 
new Mamma Mia! movie, 
we have Abbamania in the 
Corran Halls tomorrow 
(Friday) and what better 
way to start the weekend 
than singing and dancing 
just to get you in the mood 
for the � lm, which is in 
the Phoenix Cinema from 
tomorrow as well.

� e Perle Hotel is also 
o� ering Oban mic sessions 
for those budding singers 
and musicians among 
you  and there are fantastic 
bands on everywhere for 
the weekend.

For the children, and 
childlike, we have Sand Art 
in � e Rock� eld Centre 
on Friday and Saturday 
a� ernoons from 1.30pm 
and, on Saturday morning, 
the Lego Master Builders 
and Creative Construction 
Club from 10am, which is 
proving really popular.

A� er all that, if you fancy 
a slightly more chilled 
Sunday, then head out 
to Ardchattan  Priory on 
Sunday for the garden fete, 
a lovely way to relax a� er a 
hectic week.

I’m afraid I won’t get the 
chance to relax this Sunday 
as we have two cruise ships 
in on one day. � e  Variety 
Voyager is with us in the 
morning at the North Pier, 
she’s been a regular visitor 
over the summer and will 
be joining us next year as 
well.

We have about 60 of their 
passengers join us each time 
for Oban walking tours. 
� ey’re a lovely bunch and 
always really happy to be 
here.

In the a� ernoon, we 
have a visit from Aegean 
Odyssey, which has about 
380 passengers and 180 

crew. I have my � ngers 
crossed for a good day as 
sailing into Oban is the best 
way to see it for the � rst 
time, especially if the sun is 
shining.

It is one of the best parts 
of being a town ambassa-
dor – greeting people as 
they step ashore for the 
� rst time – although I must 
admit there are no bad 
parts to my job, as everyone 
is always pleased to be here 
and looking forward to the 
day ahead. It means I look 
forward to the day too. 
Lucky me!

I hope some of you rec-
ognised last week’s photo 
as the map opposite West 
Coast Motors on the sea-
side. � is week’s isn’t too 
far from that.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Before purchasing Armaddy 
Estate, Jim Struthers served as 
an airship captain in the First 
World War, where he spotted 
and attacked U-boats and 
hunted for submarines.

An exhibition is currently 
under way in Oban Library 
featuring Major Struthers’ 
belongings from the war, such 
as photographs he took, as well 
as his log books and diaries, 
thanks to his son Charles, 
who has looked a� er them for 
decades.

� e Airships in the Great 
War display was organised by 
LiveArgyll, which described it 
as ‘one of the best collections’ 
from the war that  it had seen.

It will be on display in Oban 
Library until August 27, when 
it will then tour Argyll.

� e idea to have an exhibition 
� rst came about a� er Charles 
told Eleanor MacKay from 
LiveArgyll that he had ‘a few 
things at home’ belonging to 
his father from the war.

� e ‘few things’ turned 
out to be eight boxes full of 

photographs, medals, goggles, 
a pistol, uniforms, � ags, notes, 
and even a dummy shell.

Accompanying the cabinets 
of artifacts are newspaper clip-
pings and stories about Major 
Struthers.

Speaking at the unveiling 
of the exhibition, Charles 
Struthers gave a brief biogra-
phy of his father, who worked 
as a chemist before the war.

He said: ‘[Jim] became a 

chemist in Glasgow and was an 
expert in explosives.

‘In 1914 he was recruited for 
his knowledge of explosives. 
He volunteered to join the 
Royal National Air Service.’

Charles added: ‘I think it’s a 
fantastic display that has been 
put on by LiveArgyll. I am 
really stuck for words. It has 
come out so well. 

‘It was me saying that I have a 
few things at home, which got 

Eleanor to do this and I think 
it’s fantastic.’

Eleanor said: ‘� is is only 
the tip of the iceberg, we have 
eight boxes full of artefacts. It’s 
unbelievable. 

‘It’s one of the best collections 
from the First World War that 
we have seen. We have been 
asking people to bring in stu�  
since 2014, as we have been 
looking at the anniversary 
since then.’

Great War artefacts on show

Clockwise from 
main: Archie, 
Beatrice and Charles 
Struthers, with 
Donnie MacMillan, 
Patrick Stewart, the 
Lord Lieutenant of 
Argyll and Bute, 
and Oban councillor 
Elaine Robertson. 
16_t30_FirstWorldWar01; 
Charles and Eleanor 
in conversation 
about the display. 
16_t30_FirstWorldWar03 ; 
one of the cabinets 
featuring Jim 
Struthers’ belongings. 
16_t30_FirstWorldWar02

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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The highly competitive six-, seven-, and eight-year-old 
boys’ race ended with a tumble.   16_T30_MullHighlandGames06

Some of the locals enjoying the games. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames01

The winner of the weight 
for height, Pieter Bouma. 

16_T30_MullHighlandGames21

Records smashed 
at brilliant games

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Records were broken, stal-
warts were commemorated 
and the weather played ball. 
� is year’s Mull Highland 
Games were memorable.

� e highlight of the day was 
watching the Scottish long 
jump record being broken, 
and then smashed, in what 
was one of the best competi-
tions o�  cials have seen in 50 
years.

Jack � oirs wowed the audi-
ence when he almost cleared 
the pit, jumping 24.7 feet, 
breaking the previous record, 
set by Alan Hamilton in 2016, 
by an inch.

Tony Da� urn, from 
Coatbridge, then equalled 
the distance, leaving o�  cials 
speechless.

With the two competitors 
neck and neck, a jump-o�  

took place. Both men leaped 
well, but to the amazement 
of everyone, Tony Da� urn 
jumped 25.1 feet.

Steward Bill MacCallum 
said: ‘In any of the games I 
have been to as a competitor 
or as an o�  cial in the past 
50 years, I have never experi-
enced that standard and the 
excitement of it all.

‘For me, that was something 
quite special. 

‘I am glad to have been here 
to witness it.’

Speaking a� er the event, a 
happy Tony Da� run said: ‘It 
means a lot. I am 31 now. I 
have been coming here since 
I was 19 and I have constantly 
worked at it.’

Tony, who is coached by his 
dad, � omas, added: ‘It just 
happened for me today. It all 
came together.’

� e 31-year-old also won the 
triple jump earlier in the day.

‘� e triple jump is my event,’ 
he said. ‘So to win the long 
jump as well is crazy.’

As always, there was some-
thing for everyone – including 
a kilt dash, children’s races, 
piping, burgers, pints, face 
painting and constant craic 
from the microphone of com-
mentator Craig Dunbar.

However, the buzz of the 
games went silent for a 
few minutes as piper  Neil 
MacCallum played a lament 
in memory of two island 
stalwarts who died in the past 
year – Ronnie Campbell MBE 
or, as commentator Craig 
Dunbar referred to him as 
‘Mr Highland Games’, and 
Margaret Mitchell.

Chie� ain Lachlan Maclean, 
said: ‘Mull Highland Games 
is a very friendly local games 
with a natural grandstand, 
where people can watch all the 
sports.’

‘Search and Rescue’
ARGYLL CONVENTION 2018 7th to 9th August

at the Corran Halls, Oban

An annual gathering that gives 
space to listen to God speaking 
through the Bible and to meet 
people involved in charity work at 
home and overseas.
The Argyll Convention began � ve 
years ago as a resource for individ-
uals and churches in Argyll, and to 
provide for tourists to the Oban 
area. It does what churches on their 
own cannot do – bring in world 
class speakers and other interesting 
people, under one roof.
This year the theme is ‘Search and 
Rescue’ – an exploration of God’s 
saving work.

Also at the Convention – 
‘See What God has Done’ 
by author Tom Lennie, and 
others
For details see Facebook 
or the website at www.
argyllconvention.org
It is free to take part – this 
is a donation event – it’s for 
anyone
Starting times are
Tuesday to Thursday – 11.00 
am – 2.00 pm – 7.30 pm
Come to any or all of the 
meetings

Martin Allen
Morning speaker
‘Jonah – Signposts for 
Humanity’
Martin is a retired minister, 
frequent conference speaker 
and chairman of the Crie�  
Fellowship.

David Cook 
Evening speaker
‘The God Who Seeks and Saves’ – studies 
in the Book of Acts
David was Principal of Sydney Missionary 
and Bible College. His Books are published 
in Scotland by CFP. He comes to Oban 
after speaking at the Gideons International 
Conference in New Orleans and the Keswick 
Convention in Cumbria.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 2018 NEWS  11

OT

Oban’s Katie MacPherson, second from the left, was an 
overall winner at the Mull Highland Games, alongside 
Laura Smith, Zoe Colraine and Rachael Walker. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames23

Oban High School Pipe Band made the trip over for the day. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames10

Competitors in the under-�ves girls’ 
race. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames03

The under-�ves boys’ race.  
16_T30_MullHighlandGames04

The six-, seven- and eight-year-old 
girls’ race. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames05

The nine-, 10- and 11-year-old boys’ race. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames08

Dozens competed in the men’s visitors’ 
race. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames13

World caber tossing champion Scott  
Ryder in action. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames18

Lucas Wenta releases the 16lb stone. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames15

Runners in the women’s visitors’ race. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames12

Amy Gibson from Bunessan won junior 
girls’ high jump. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames09

Tony Da�urn breaks the Scottish long  
jump record. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames20
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‘Boil notice’ for water 
on Iona is withdrawn

Distillery is batty 
about furry friends

A ‘boil notice’ for drinking 
water on the island of Iona 
has been li�ed, in consul-
tation with NHS Highland, 
a�er extensive sampling 
con�rmed the water supply 
is safe to drink and use as 
normal.

�e boil notice was issued 
on Wednesday July 18 a�er 
routine sampling from the 
island’s service reservoir 
identi�ed the water as not 
meeting the usual microbio-
logical standard.

Scottish Water’s local team 
distributed notices to all cus-
tomers on the island advising 
them of the restrictions and 
supplied bottled water for use 

while the notice remained in 
place.

A spokesman for Scottish 
Water said: ‘Extensive sam-
pling of the island’s water 
supply has con�rmed it is safe 
to drink and use. We would 
like to apologise to customers 
for the inconvenience while 
this notice has been in place 
and thank them for their 
understanding.

‘Notices will be delivered to 
all customers con�rming that 
the restrictions have been li�-
ed but we would ask islanders 
to help us by sharing this 
information with any neigh-
bours or visitors who may not 
have seen this update.’

Raasay Distillery  is home 
to the UK’s most north-west-
erly population of rare 
brown long-eared bats,  as 
well as a colony of  common 
pipistrelle  bats,  which were 
discovered nesting in the roof 
of Borodale House prior to 
the distillery construction.

On  Wednesday August 1, 
from 7pm-11pm, the distillery 
will be hosting an interactive 
evening giving visitors the 
chance to learn more about 
the distillery’s furry friends 
and to help monitor their 
summer movements through 
an a�er-dark ‘bat safari’.

Raasay’s nocturnal residents 
were carefully looked a�er 
throughout the distillery build 
and were temporarily rehomed 
in bat boxes in the surrounding 
trees. When the building work 
was complete and it was safe 
to return, the bats were settled 
into their very own ‘bat hotel’ 
in Borodale House.

�e distillery’s ecologists, 
Ross Preston and Janie Steele, 
will chat to visitors about how 
they have looked a�er these 
unusual creatures and will dis-
cuss the  importance of these 
curious creatures as ‘indicator 
species’ for any other localised 
environmental problem.

A�er a distillery tour, tasting 
and bat talk, the evening will 
culminate a�er dark with the 
bat safari in which visitors will 
head outside to observe these 
nocturnal mammals in their 
natural habitat.

Guests will also be able to 
try bat detectors to listen to 
their sonic communications, 
and will help complete an 
invaluable summer survey of 
the Raasay Distillery bats.

�e event is open to all ages 
with a range of batty cra� 
activities for younger guests.

For more information or to 
purchase  £10  tickets see raas-
aydistillery.com

Lottery funding 
boost for centre
�e management committee 
of An Cridhe, the Isle of 
Coll’s community centre, 
is delighted to be able to 
announce it has received 
funding from the National 
Lottery Awards for All 
Scotland, Big Lottery Fund, 
enabling it to deliver a 
12-month programme of 
cultural events for the local 
community and visitors.

A spokesperson said: ‘�e 
committee would like to say 
a huge thank you to all those 
who support the National 
Lottery. 

‘Your generosity will 
make a di�erence to a small 
community.

‘Every year An Cridhe’s 
voluntary management com-
mittee organises a variety 
of cultural  events and it is 
amazing what a small group 
with limited funds can and 
has achieved over  the six 

years An Cridhe has been 
open.

‘�e funding will enable 
us to plan a more varied 
programme of events and 
to include something for 
every age group, particularly 

during the quieter winter 
months.

‘We hope to include �lm 
and theatre, run several 
workshops, add a Gaelic �a-
vour and con�rm a visit by a 
touring circus group. Some of 

the funding will go  towards 
events at Coll’s �rst home-
coming this September.

‘Our next step will be some 
community consultation to 
�nd out what people would 
like.’

An Cridhe on Coll has won cash funding from the lottery.

Members of Kilmarnock and 
Loudoun Amateur Radio 
Club will visit Coll for a 
worldwide radio competition 
which takes place over the 
last weekend of July.

Seven radio amateurs will 
set up a transmitting station 
in the island’s An Cridhe 
community  centre and will 
be in contact with similar 
radio stations throughout 
the world.

�e competition is a 24-
hour event and runs from 
1pm on Saturday July 28 
until 1pm the following day 
and  both telephony and 
Morse code will be used. 

�e group will use wire 
aerials, which will be erected 
behind the centre, and all 
activity will be on short-

wave frequencies. Group 
member Bill Strachan from 
Ballachulish has already 
visited the centre and says 

An Cridhe will be a great 
location for the radio station 
set-up. Visitors will be wel-
come to drop in and see how 
many worldwide contacts 
have been made.

Radio amateurs are one of 
the last groups to use Morse 
code as a communication 
medium and it should be in-
teresting to see this in action.

�e group earns extra 
points for transmitting from 
an island, and each year tries 
to operate from a di�erent 
island. �is will be their �rst 
visit to Coll and members  are 
looking forward to operating 
from there.

Radio amateurs prepare to broadcast from Coll

Amateur radio operators will set up at An Cridhe on Coll.

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Postcode lottery support 
for Dalmally-based charity
Dalmally-based charity 
Mary’s Meals has received 
a £425,000 boost from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery, 
helping to provide life-chang-
ing school meals for some of 
the world’s poorest children.

Mary’s Meals runs school 
feeding programmes in 15 
countries to enable chronical-
ly hungry children to gain an 
education that can free them 
from poverty in the future.

Part of the funding award is 
being used to provide 9,000 
impoverished children with 
daily meals for a whole school 
year.

� e remaining money will 
support the development of 
Mary’s Meals as it grows to 
reach more hungry children.

Along with essential 
investment to strengthen 
infrastructure, the latest 
funding boost is being used 
to deliver key projects in sta�  
development, which includes 
work to protect and promote 
the founding values of the 
charity.

People’s Postcode Lottery 
players Tracey Black and 

Tracey Black and Gilli Chrystal joined Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, left, and Callum 
Aitken, programmes adviser with People’s Postcode Lottery. Photograph: Chris Watt 

Gilli Chrystal joined founder 
and global chief executive 
of Mary’s Meals, Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, and 
Callum Aitken, programmes 
adviser with People’s Postcode 
Lottery, to celebrate the news.

� ey met in Dalmally at the 

shed where the work of the 
charity � rst began and which 
still serves as Mary’s Meals’ 
global headquarters.

Mr  MacFarlane-Barrow 
said: ‘We are incredibly 
thankful to players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery for sharing 

in our belief that every child 
should have enough to eat and 
an education. Together, we are 
giving hungry children the 
chance to ful� l their hopes 
and dreams for the future.

‘� e generosity of players 
means that 9,000 hungry 

children will eat a meal in 
school today and, looking to 
the future, many more young 
lives will be transformed by 
this wonderful gi� .’

Mary’s Meals began feeding 
200 children in one school 
in Malawi in 2002 and now 
reaches 1,257,278 children in 
their place of education.

� e People’s Postcode 
Lottery is a key supporter of 
Mary’s Meals and a series 
of awards from its Postcode 
African Trust has so far 
allowed the charity to reach 
thousands of hungry children 
across Africa, in countries 
including Malawi, Liberia, 
Zambia and Kenya.

Commenting on the latest 
funding awarded to Mary’s 
Meals, Mr Aitken said: ‘It’s 
incredible that players of the 
lottery have raised more than 
£1.2 million to date for Mary’s 
Meals.

‘I think it’s really great that 
winners of the lottery have had 
an opportunity to meet with 
a charity they are helping to 
support to understand the im-
pact of funding. Mary’s Meals 

has gone from strength to 
strength since its beginnings 
in Dalmally and everyone at 
the lottery is humbled to play 
a part in this charity’s story.’

Working in partnership 
with local communities, 
Mary’s Meals provides school 
feeding in countries including 
Malawi, Kenya, South Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Haiti, India, Syria 
and Lebanon.

In Malawi alone, more than 
80,000 volunteers take turns 
to cook huge pots of vita-
min-enriched maize porridge, 
which is served to the children 
in mugs every school day.

� e daily meal in school is a 
powerful incentive for children 
to come to school and in many 
places – such as South Sudan 
– it is a lifeline for children 
caught up in con� ict and 
extreme poverty. � e charity 
recently launched a crisis 
campaign focused on its work 
in South Sudan in the hope of 
reaching children in a further 
� ve schools in need of support.

For more information on 
Mary’s Meals, visit www.
marysmeals.org.uk

Argyll and Bute councillors’ expenses claims are disclosed
Nearly £140,000 of expenses 
were awarded to Argyll 
and Bute councillors in the 
2017/18 � nancial year, � gures 
have revealed.

� e biggest claimant across 
the entire authority was 
Councillor Robin Currie, of 
the Kintyre and the Islands 
ward, who claimed back 
£18,167.

� at � gure included £9,653 
for accommodation, with the 

councillor based on Islay and 
regularly having to travel far 
a� eld in his role as policy lead 
for housing, communities 
and Gaelic and a member 
of the authority’s planning 
committee. He also claimed 
£4,625 for mileage.

Councillor Mary Jean Devon, 
of the Oban South and the Isles 
ward, was awarded £11,555. 
As well as claiming £4,838 for 
use of a council car, Councillor 

Devon, who lives on the Isle 
of Mull, was also reimbursed 
£4,000 for other travel expens-
es including ferry fares.

Councillor Andrew Vennard, 
of the Oban North and Lorn 
ward, had the lowest claim of 
any currently-serving council-
lor, only being awarded £101, 
all of which was for telephone 
and ICT expenses.

Council leader Aileen 
Morton claimed the most 

expenses of any Helensburgh 
and Lomond councillor at a 
total of £5,826.

� ese included £1,066 being 
repaid for accommodation, 
and £621 for telephone and 
ICT expenses on council 
business.

David Kinniburgh claimed 
£3,221 in expenses with 
Richard Trail being given 
£3,168 and George Freeman 
£3,067.

� e lowest-claiming coun-  
cillor in any of the 
Helensburgh and Lomond 
wards was Lorna Douglas, 
who was elected for the SNP 
in Helensburgh Central last 
year, and who received £962.

In total, the 10 current-
ly-serving Helensburgh and 
Lomond councillors claimed 
more than £25,000 between 
them.

� e vast majority of their 

claims were made for mileage 
or use of a council car, al-
though Cuncillor Freeman’s 
� gure includes a £548 claim 
for telephone and ICT ex-
penses. � e � gures – available 
on the council’s website – are 
gross amounts, and are then 
subject to tax and national 
insurance deductions, while 
broadband and phone costs 
are paid directly by the au-
thority on councillors’ behalf.
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A public vote for an island � ag was taken with tiddlywinks, organised by Ian Gillies and 
Annine Maclean and other Tiree Flag Group members. 15_T30_Tiree Show_01

Marion Burns braves a shave by Emma Rogers for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Afterwards Marion said: ‘I do not want to look in the mirror.’ 15_T30_Tiree Show_30/32

Tractor racing is a serious business. 
15_T30_Tiree-Show_23

The dog section was hotly contested.
15_T30_Tiree Show_12

The 2018 Tiree Agricultural Show prizewinners. 15_T30_Tiree Show_38

Tiree show pays tribute to  tragic Kayla one year on
Tiree Agricultural Show 
balanced joy and sadness on 
Friday at Tiree Rural Centre, 
Crossapol.

Most importantly that day, 
islanders remembered eight-
year-old Kayla MacDonald, 
who died in a forestry accident 
near Benderloch a year ago on 
Sunday, two days a� er win-
ning the young stockperson’s 
prize at the Tiree show in 2017.

� is year her brother, 
Ruairidh MacDonald, six, 
won the same award, the 
coveted Annie Cameron Cup 
for best young stockperson in 
the sheep and cattle sections.

Ruairidh also won two 
more cups: the Heylipol 
Farm Cup for best young 
handler in sheep section, and 
the Kayla Mary MacDonald 
Memorial Cup for best young 
stockperson’s crossbred ewe 
lamb suitable for breeding. 
‘It is very � tting her brother 
won today,’ chairman Angus 
MacKinnon said.

Marion Burns stepped on 
to the podium for Brave the 
Shave, sacri� cing her long 
hair for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. ‘I have raised loads,’ 
the Tiree librarian said, 
thanking Live Argyll for 
allowing her the time. ‘� ere 
is no hairdresser on Tiree, so 
it has been an opportunity to 
get it cut. I have got a bunnet 
with me.’

Nurse Emma Rogers volun-
teered to run the clippers over 
Marion’s scalp, a� er Emma’s 
partner, the sheep shearer, 
had ‘chickened out’.

‘Both my grandparents 
were in a Macmillan hospice, 
so I wanted to help,’ Emma 
explained.

Four � uttering � ag poles 
set the backdrop to the � eld, 
displaying the four � nalists 
in a public vote to � nd a Tiree 
� ag, on top of online and 
postal votes over the next 
fortnight.

One � ag in the shortlist, 
whittled from 261 designs 
from Switzerland to New 
Zealand, depicts ears of 

barley in a circular pattern 
signifying the sun, in a nod 
to Tiree’s Gaelic name, Tir an 
Eorna ‘the Land of Barley’. 

Another � ag intertwines 
Nordic and Celtic crosses 
from Tiree’s Viking and 
Gaelic heritage, in the blue 

and white of its sea, sky and 
sand.

A third � ag sports four hori-
zontal bands representing the 
sun or ripe barley (yellow), 
machair (green), beaches 
(white), and sea or sky (blue), 
while the fourth � ag has � ve 
representing a thin strip of 
land (black) sandwiched 
between the island’s sandy 
beaches (yellow) and then sea 
and sky (blue).

� e winning � ag design will 

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

‘� ere is no 
hairdresser on 
Tiree, so it has been 
an opportunity 
to get it cut. I’ve got 
a bunnet with me.’
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Ruairidh MacDonald, six, won three cups, including the 
Kayla Mary MacDonald Memorial Cup. 15_T30_Tiree Show_37

Left to right: 
reserve 
champion 
horse Honey 
with Eva 
Armstrong, 
and the 
champion 
Tallina, 
ridden 
by Nicole 
MacKinnon 
from Oban.
15_T30_Tiree 

Show_05

Alasdair MacLean of Heylipol Farm with his Beltex ewe, 
the champion of champions. 15_T30_Tiree Show_33

Tiree show pays tribute to  tragic Kayla one year on
then be submitted to the Lord 
Lyon King of Arms, joining 
the islands of Barra and 
South Uist which recently 
gained their own � ags.

Flag committee member 
Dr John Holliday and Mike 
Hughes, authors of Tiree: War 
Among the Barley and Brine, 
were also trying to identify 
a piece of plane wreckage 
discovered by cro� er Colin 
McKinnon while looking for 
a lost sheep on the loch shore 
near Island House.

� ey believed it to be a 
pilot’s control stick or a 
retractable rear wheel from 
a Handler Page Halifax, a� er 
two of the aircra�  collided 
over Tiree air� eld on August 
16, 1944, killing 16 men.

Champion in the cattle 
section was awarded to a 
March-born Limousin heifer 
calf bred by Alastair and Iain 
MacInnes of Ruaig, while 
a Beltex reared by Alasdair 
MacLean of Heylipol Farm 
was unanimously crowned 
champion of champions.

For the third year on the 

trot Tallina, a Friesian, won 
champion horse ridden by 
Nicole MacKinnon from 
Oban, while Eva Armstrong, 
nine, from Balemartin, was 
reserve champion on Honey.

Breagha, an English spring-
er spaniel belonging to Ruth 
Anderson of West Kilbride, 
won champion pet, and Boris, 
son of Rodney, a Rhode Island 
White, was poultry champion.

Boris’s possibly proud own-
er, Rhoda Meek of Caolas, 
told the crowd: ‘His father 
appeared over my wall one 
day. 

‘He likes long country walks 
intimidating hens. He is quite 
fond of worms.’

� e show featured music 
for the � rst time, playing 
Tiree bands Skipinnish, 
Skerryvore, Trail West and 
Gunna Sound. � e Myra 
Miller Dancers from East 
Kilbride performed tradi-
tional Highland dancing, 
to � e Proclaimers’ song I 
would walk 500 miles, and 
again at the evening ceilidh 
with Dùn Mòr Ceilidh Band.
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A Lochaber osprey chick has 
been nicknamed ‘Bolt’ a� er 
braving a lightning storm 
which fried the circuits of the 
nest camera on a neighbour-
ing nest.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
operates the live camera feed 
from an osprey nest at Loch 
Arkaig near Fort William, 
with support from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery.

� e nest su� ered double 
bad luck this year as a pine 
marten took all the eggs in 
May, then a technical fault 
cut the internet camera feed 
in June.

Conservationists were 
cheered last week, however, 
when it emerged that another 
osprey pair nearby had suc-
cessfully reared a chick. � e 
feisty youngster, in a nest 2km 
from the camera tree, has just 
been ringed by a licensed 

expert. George Anderson, of 
Woodland Trust Scotland, 
said: ‘Despite the loss of their 
eggs, our pair Louis and Aila 
were continuing to bond with 
each other and the nest so 
the online audience was still 
enjoying the show.

‘It was a great pity when the 
camera went dark in early 
June. We checked out every 
single possible � x on site but 

nothing worked, so we took 
the camera out of the tree and 
sent it away to be assessed. 
It turns out the problem is 
likely the result of a lightning 
strike.

‘� is diagnosis arrived at 
the same time as pictures of 
the osprey chick from the 
next nest, so we nicknamed it 
Bolt. It must have weathered 
the same storm conditions 

but came out in better shape 
than our camera did.’

� e camera’s technical 
problems have revealed 
a possible solution to the 
mystery of the earlier pine 
marten raid. � e tree had 
been marten-proofed before 
the breeding season.

� e lower trunk of the pine 
tree had a slick coating to 
stop martens gaining any 

purchase, and low hanging 
branches were trimmed to 
stop the animals jumping 
on. However, when the tree 
was visited to investigate the 
camera fault, it emerged that 
some branches had partially 
broken o�  the tree and were 
dangling down to the ground.

Mr Anderson added: ‘� is 
seems more than likely the 
route the pine marten took. 
As we want to see chicks 
being reared on camera we’ll 
be looking to see what can be 
done to marten-proof the tree 
next year, but as this kind of 
egg the�  is entirely natural, 
we don’t want to interfere too 
much.

‘Martens and ospreys were 
both almost wiped out by 
people in the past but are well 
able to cope with each other.’

Volunteer Liz Bracken has 
been keeping Louis and Aila’s 
worldwide fanbase up to date 
while the camera has been 
dark.

She lives on the opposite 
side of the loch from the nest 
and can see it through a tele-
scope. Her regular reports are 
enjoyed by osprey watchers as 
far away as Australia.

She said: ‘Louis and Aila 
are still visiting the nest area 
and perching in nearby trees. 
Hopefully they’ll be about for 
a few more weeks yet.’

� e nest cam built up a 
large audience when it � rst 
ran last year, and Louis and 
Aila raised their � rst chick 
– Lachlan.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
bought Loch Arkaig Pine 
Forest in partnership with 
Arkaig Community Forest. 
One of the most signi� -
cant remnants of ancient 
Caledonian pine forest it 
is home to a wide range of 
amazing wildlife including 
ospreys, pine martens, sea ea-
gles, wild boar, golden eagles, 
red deer, rare butter� ies and 
red squirrels.

‘Bolt’: the osprey chick that 
survived a lightning storm

A Woodland 
Trust expert 
recently 
ringed 
young Bolt 
after scaling 
the tree to 
reach the 
nest at Loch 
Arkaig.
Photograph: 
Lewis Pate

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

I would like to order 2019 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2020 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

Scottish 
Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£11.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£

£

£

£

£

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all
year round with our selection

of stunning calendars. 
To see all the images from

our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 2018 NEWS  17

OT

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

I have not long returned from 
the Hebridean Celtic Festival 
on Lewis where we played 
to what was one of the best 
festival audiences I have ever 
experienced.

� e highlight of my time 
there was being able to perform 
our song Iolaire along with 
the Back Gaelic Choir to an 
audience mainly comprising 
of Lewis people who knew 
the  background of the song 
more intimately and who 
were connected more deeply 
with that terrible tragedy than 
anyone from outside Lewis and 
Harris ever could be.

In writing and performing 
a song about real-life tragedy, 
it is always with pronounced 
trepidation that one awaits the 
judgement of those who are 
closely connected to it.

� e profound cruelty and 
injustice relating the Iolaire dis-
aster is still keenly felt on these 
islands and the almost 100 
years that have elapsed since 
that fateful night of Hogmanay 
1918 have not healed the unim-
aginable wounds.

To my great relief, the 
response during and a� er the 
performance was overwhelm-
ingly positive and powerful and 
I am very grateful to all those 

who subsequently sent so many 
messages about the song and 
what it meant to them.

As I said in the introduction 
to the Iolaire, with the cente-
nary anniversary of Armistice 
Day approaching, the bravery, 
the sadness and the futility of 
the First World War is being 
contemplated and remembered 
in many countries.

� e book, Ardnish Was 
Home, mentioned in last 
week’s article, gives an excellent 
insight into the lives of those 
who su� ered the brutality of 
that terrible war. Although this 
is a � ctional work, given the 
military background of Angus 
MacDonald, the author, and 
his family’s connections to the 
real-life events on which the 
novel is based, the story holds 
vital authenticity to carry the 
reader’s attention far more  ef-
fectively than if it were purely 
� ctional. Many great novels 
mix fact and � ction to great 
e� ect and this is done very skil-
fully in Ardnish Was Home.

Colonel Willie MacDonald, 
who is featured in the novel 
as commander of the Lovat 
Scouts, was based on the 
real-life character of that 
name and position who was a 
great-grandfather of the author.

Angus MacDonald now owns 
and lives in Roshven House, 
which is across the water from 
Ardnish, the childhood home 
of the story’s hero, Donald Peter 
Gillies.

� e idyllic memories created 
of Donald Peter’s childhood 
home, coupled with the horrors 
of the ill-fated Gallipoli cam-
paign of 1915, are beautifully 
contrasted and woven into a 
wartime love story of hope for a 
happy future in the Highlands, 
far from the death, destruction, 
grief and pain of con� ict.

Similarly, the sacri� ce and 
bravery of those who serve is 
not any less worthy of honour 
or admiration nowadays as 
then. In 2018, which marks the 
centenary of the end of the First 
World War, we should remem-
ber, pay tribute to and continue 
to learn about the sacri� ce of 
our forebears.

Ardnish Was Home is a very 
good insight to the bravery 
shown and the sacri� ces made 
by the Highland regiments in 
the First World War. It is also a 
gripping story which will keep 
the reader glued from start to 
� nish. I am very much looking 
forward to beginning the 
sequel, We Fought For Ardnish, 
which I have just received.

Islay tops bill 
as school taxis 
hit £100,000
Taxis for school pupils have 
cost Argyll and Bute Council 
nearly £100,000 in each of the 
past three full calendar years.

And in the � rst � ve months 
of 2018 alone, the local 
authority has racked up a bill 
of more than £53,000 for the 
same transport.

� e total school taxi bill for 
the entire Argyll and Bute 
area in 2017 was £97,927, 
while in 2016 it was £96,260, 
and in 2015 it was £96,246.

As of May 31, the running 
total for 2018 was £53,370, giv-
ing a total � gure of £343,803 
since the start of 2015.

Figures obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act 

also show that Islay has been 
by far the most costly area of 
Argyll and Bute for taxis for 
school pupils, who have to 
be taken to meet their main 
transport to the classroom.

A total of £156,673 has been 
spent on taxis for pupils from 
that area between January 1, 
2014, and May 31, 2018. � e 
highest spend for Islay pupils 
in a calendar year in that 
period was 2016, when the 
bill came to £39,474.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘We do all 
we can to provide all pupils 
with the support they need.

‘In terms of Islay, there is 
a requirement to transport 
pupils from outlying areas 
to meet with the main bus to 
Islay High School.’

Figures obtained under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act also show that the cost 
of providing taxis solely for 
Helensburgh school pupils 
cost the council £31,862 in 
2017 – up from a � gure of 
just £250 only three years 
previously.

� e huge increase in costs 
last year, according to the 
authority, can partly be 
attributed to the need to 
transport pupils from the 
Helensburgh area to access 
support services elsewhere, 
under a contract which has 
now come to an end.

Previously, Helensburgh 
pupils’ taxis had cost £7,275 
in 2016 and £9,000 in 2015, 
up from a � gure of only £250 
in 2014.

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

There was great fun 
recently at the Mull 
Holiday Club held 
in Salen Church. 
Around 40 youngsters 
joined in the event, 
held from Monday 
to Wednesday, July 
9 to 11. The holiday 
club was loosely 
based on the World 
Cup and was entitled 
Teambuilders.

OBAN TOWN MARKET
Large variety of fresh produce on sale plus 

much more.
28th July 2018 11am to 3pm

Station Square, Oban
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Rockfield shares deadline  approaches
Oban Communities Trust is de-
lighted to announce that investment 
in �e Rock�eld Centre crossed 
the £100,000 minimum target last 
Saturday with 185 investors and an 
average investment of £540.

�is means that everyone who has 
bought shares will receive a share 
certi�cate in the near future and, 
when the building is refurbished, 
there will be formal recognition of 
each contribution within the centre.

�ere are now only days to go until 
the formal end of the communities 
share o�er and the call is out to 
everyone who wants to invest in 
their community to do so before 
this �rst deadline is reached.

With Atlantis Leisure celebrating 
25 years of operation, �e Rock�eld 
Centre is being likened to the sports 
centre’s inception.

Gordon McNab, chairman of 
Oban Communities Trust, said: ‘We 
all remember when Atlantis was 
built, how everyone was asked to 
buy a brick to help build the centre 
and how important a community 
project this was.

‘Today what would our com-
munities do without Atlantis 
Leisure? �is will be the same 
for �e Rock�eld Centre. When 
refurbished, everyone will say, what 
would we do without this amazing 
community facility?’

Gordon added that there were still 
questions being asked about what 
�e Rock�eld Centre (TRC) would 
o�er.

‘TRC will be a community and 
cultural hub with space for every-
one – somewhere to enjoy meeting 
up, taking part in a wide range of 
activities for all ages, to view exhi-

bitions, performances, take part in 
the heritage of the town and beyond, 
build shared relationships, learn 
new skills and engage in co-working 
and community well-being classes.

‘�ere will be messy space activi-
ties for youngsters and an interactive 
children’s play museum. It will be a 
place for all the family and embrace 
a ra� of facilities both for locals and 
visitors designed to keep people in 
the area for longer. It’s a centre for 
what the community wants which 
will become a destination attracting 

people from all over the country,’ he 
said.

Gordon added that the share o�er 
had been incredibly successful with 
individuals contributing hugely.

‘�e fact that the average invest-
ment has been more than £500 and 
that it is mainly the people of Oban 
and its surrounding communities 
who have given so generously 
has shown people recognise the 
importance of this community 
project. We now need the business 
sector to boost investment and keep 

the amount climbing towards our 
optimum target.

‘We would like to see input from 
accommodation providers as well 
as town centre businesses since 
they will bene�t massively from �e 
Rock�eld Centre given that it will 
keep visitors in town longer.’

Artist Annie Meakin of �e 
Blackbird Gallery donated 10 
per cent of her takings from �e 
Taynuilt Games last Saturday to 
�e Rock�eld Centre. ‘�is is what 
we can do to help the centre on its 

way,’ she said, ‘and we are delighted 
to be contributing to what will be an 
amazing facility.’

To buy community shares call 
into the o�ce by �e Rock�eld 
Centre Community Charity Shop 
between 11am and 4pm, Monday to 
Saturday, or visit the website www.
therock�eldcentre.org/invest.

Meanwhile, tours of the main 
building and the chance to see the 
plans are on view on Saturday from 
10am until 4pm. More information 
on the centre’s Facebook page.

Annie Meakin of the Blackbird Gallery at The Taynuilt Games, who donated 10 per cent of her takings that day to the centre.
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Rockfield shares deadline  approaches
Mystery surrounds fate of 
school’s famous rocking horse
�ere was much hilarity and 
recalling of memories, happy 
and sad, at last Saturday’s 
open day at �e Rock�eld 
Centre where the theme was a 
trip down memory lane.

Many former pupils of 
Rock�eld primary recalled 
their early days at the school 
and one of the recurring 
themes was the injustice of 
having a rocking horse in the 
infant class and never being 
allowed to go on it!

Mhairi Ross, of the centre’s 
Heritage Hunters Group, said: 
‘Most children did not have 
such a toy at home and it was 
hoped that by being good in 
class you would be rewarded 
by a ride on the famous dap-
pled grey horse.

‘However, this proved not to 
be the case – and it was usu-
ally the naughty ones who just 
de�ed authority that got to be 
cowboy for the day.’

One story recounted was 
that a new pupil turned up in 
Miss MacGillivray’s P1 class. 

�e register was taken and 
Miss MacGillivray intro-
duced the new girl by asking 
her where she came from and 
what school she had gone to 
before arriving at Rock�eld.

To everyone’s astonishment 
she proclaimed she was 
from Oban but a pupil at St 
Columba’s primary school.

Miss MacGilivray asked 
her if her mother knew she 
was at Rock�eld to which she 
replied: ‘No, but my playmates 
convinced me to change 
schools saying this is a better 
school and has a rocking 
horse!’

�e rocking horse was ap-
parently enough to persuade 
her to change allegiances. 

�e janitor was summoned 
and promptly took her back to 
St Columba’s in Glencruitten 

Road. �e fate of the famous 
Rock�eld primary rocking 
horse remains a mystery and 
Oban Communities Trust 
members would be grateful 
to hear from anyone with 
information on where it could 
be now. 

�e horse was understood 
to be restored a�er rotting in 
the basement of the school for 
many years but never made it 
to the new Rock�eld primary 
campus.

Anyone with any infor-
mation please contact Oban 
Communities Trust on 07879 
646 170.

Mhairi Ross of the trust 
said it would be fantastic if 
the horse could be discovered 
as it could then be put on 
permanent display in �e 
Rock�eld Centre, giving 
children a chance to sit and 
enjoy using it for many gen-
erations to come.

TV series will feature hottest of properties

Bid to reduce number of falls in Argyll

Residents of Argyll and the 
isles are being asked to nomi-
nate the buildings they live in 
for a new property series on 
television.

IWC Media is producing 
the series for the BBC and 
is searching the length and 
breadth of Scotland looking 
for all types of homes, wheth-
er they are big or small, rural 
or urban, new or old.

If it shows individuality, 

functionality and clever 
design, it could be a contend-
er. Whatever the budget level, 
homes will be considered 
from anywhere in Scotland.

A spokesperson for IWC 
said: ‘Whether your home is 
a radical renovation, a sin-
gle-storey passion project or a 
stunning example of modern 
Scottish architecture, our 
experts want to see it.

‘If you think yours has 

something special, it could 
be the winner of Scotland’s 
Home of the Year.

‘Anyone who would like 
more information should 
simply send us their contact 
details, along with a few pho-
tos and a brief description of 
their home, letting us know 
why they love it. 

‘Please send all applications 
to scotlandshomes@iwc 
media.co.uk.’

Health chiefs are aiming 
to help older Argyll and 
Bute residents to Move and 
Improve, according to a new 
report.

Plans are in place to provide 
exercise programmes in the 
community which will help 
elderly people reduce the risk 
of being hospitalised due to a 
fall.

�ese will take place under 
the Move and Improve 
project launched by the NHS 
last year, which consists of 
three levels of standing and 
balancing exercises.

�e document, which went 
before a meeting on Tuesday, 
revealed that the area has 

a quarter of the population 
aged over 65 – far higher than 
the Scottish average.

�e report was delivered on 
Tuesday at a meeting of NHS 
Highland, which runs Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) 
together with the council.

Stephen Whiston, head 
of strategic planning and 
performance with the HSCP, 
said: ‘It has been identi�ed 
by the HSCP that we require 
falls admission data at a 
hospital and locality level 
to understand who is being 
admitted, where and why.

‘We have work starting this 
year with the national falls 

programme, the Information 
Services Division and Active 
and Independent Living and 
Improvement Programme to 
develop a quality dashboard 
for falls for incidences of ad-
missions due to hip fracture 
and falls.

‘Argyll and Bute is taking 
action to reduce falls and 
each locality has an action 
plan based on the national 
minimum standards.

‘We are working with 
partners to provide evi-
dence-based exercise pro-
grammes in our communities 
for older people to improve 
strength and balance which 
reduces the risk of falls.’

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & 
Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, 

trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848 
www.macqueenbros.com
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Scott Rider is once again 
World Caber Champion, 
a� er he had to toss for it 
on Tuesday last week at 
Inveraray Games.

� e former Commonwealth 
Games shot-putter and 
Olympic four-man bobsleigh 
team member won in 2013, 
2014 and 2016.

Judges at Winterton Park 
declared it was too close to 
call between the Englishman 
and Peter Bouma from 
Holland, and it was down to 
a single toss of the caber each 
to decide the honour.

� e � eld of 10 was whittled 
down to a � nal � ve, which 
also included Jamie Gunn 
from Falkirk, Lukasz Wenta, 
East Kilbride and Stuart 
Anderson, Lochearnhead.

� e event is sponsored by 
� e George Hotel, Inveraray.

Donald Clark from � e 
George said: ‘It’s good on 
games’ day to see so many 
well-kent faces and to see new 
faces doing well in the games.’

One face missing from the 
games this year was the Duke  
of Argyll himself; he and his 
family are currently in India 
celebrating his 50th birthday.

� e honour of chie� ain 
of the games was given to 
Rear Admiral John Weale 
OBE RASM, FOSNI, ACNS 

(SM),  who heads the Royal 
Navy in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland.

Among the guests this year 
was a contingent of members 
of the German branch of the 
Clan Campbell Society.

More than 4,000 people 
attended the games; the num-

bers held up well against other 
years and the visitors were 
rewarded with � ne weather. 

� ey saw two records 
broken on the track this year: 
Jax � oirs from Glasgow set 
a new open ground record 
for the long jump at 21�  7ins 
and Aiden Quinn of Glasgow 

took the open hop, step and 
jump to 47�  2½ins.

Numbers entering the solo 
piping contests were, like 
many other games, slightly 

down.   Opinion in piping 
circles is that resurgence in 
pipe bands is seeing more 
pipers choose bands instead 
of pursuing solo careers.

Scott wins toss to scoop

Scott Rider shows o�  his medal after 
being crowned World Caber Champion 
for the fourth time. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Inveraray Games welcomed visitors from the German branch of Clan Campbell: Christian 
D Melich, left, Julie Weale, Rear Admiral John Weale OBE FOSNI, Christel Enders, Stephen 
King, Michael Enders, Susanne Enders, Bernd Keup, and Dorothea Keup. Photograph: Joanne Simms

Gregor Macdonald, left, of 
North Connel, Ross Connor, 
from Campbeltown, and 
Thomas Young, from 
Dunoon, with their piping 
trophies; Sophie Baker 
from Islay is congratulated 
by her mum Julie after 
winning the Ella Edgar MBE 
Shield; there were lots of 
dancers taking part on the 
day.
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world title at Inveraray

Top triple jumper Aidan 
Quinn held the record. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Inveraray and District pipe band march on to the � eld to start Inveraray Highland Games. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Ryan and Ruaraidh Logan headed home to Ardrishaig 
with medals for their piping and chanter playing.

Honorary vice president 
Niall Iain MacLean, who 
was games convener for 
many years. 
Photograph: Joanne Simms

Murdo Masterson, Dunbeg, won the light hammer. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Ross Miller of Linlithgow won the Leslie Craig 
Commemorative Kilt pin for piobaireachd.  Dr Craig’s son 
Alasdair, right, presented the award. Photograph: Joanne Simms

Ben Coates, Kilmore, 
won the 60m sprint title. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Offer subject to availability. Good for stays Sunday-Thursday nights between 1 May 2018 and 30 September 2018 at The Ugadale or Royal Hotels. Rate 
includes VAT and does not include £3 per room night resort fee and is based on 2 people sharing one hotel room or 4 people sharing a 2-bedroom cottage.

Why Should Weekends 
Have All The Fun?

SUMMER MID-WEEK  
STAY & PLAY OFFER

FROM  £91* PP/PN

TO BOOK YOUR VISIT, CALL 01586 810 019 

•  Luxurious accommodations at  
The Ugadale Hotel & Cottages

•  Unlimited golf

•  Daily breakfasts
•  Soup & sandwich lunch
•  Mini bottle of whisky

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate 

your 
Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

First Name & Surname
Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er 

study.
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Isles MP urges 
action on visas
Western Isles MP Angus MacNeil is 
calling for the UK Government to 
ensure much-needed non-European 
Economic Area (EEA) workers are 
granted the necessary visas to work on 
� shing boats.

Mr MacNeil has continued to raise at 
Westminster the need for urgent action 
to address crew shortages by allowing 
non-EEA workers to � ll the labour gaps 
which have left island boats tied up at 
the pier.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘In the middle of the 
Tory mess on Brexit, aided and abetted 
by the Labour Party which believes in 
exactly the same, rather than getting on 
with the day job we are having to watch 
resignations and the UK crumbling.

‘Our � shing industry is crying out for 
help, yet the UK Government continues 
to refuse non-EEA crew the necessary 
paperwork to enable them to come 
to Scotland to work on our � shing 
boats. Instead, we are having to watch 
Westminster’s dramatic soap operas.

‘The UK Government says this is an 
argument between migration � gures 
and the economy but seasonal � shing 
workers under 12 months are not 
included in the � gures.

‘The UK must end its bureaucratic 
one-size-� ts-all approach and needs 
to get out of the way to let Scotland’s 
islands improve our economy. 

‘If ever there was the case to prove 
that, it is the economic success of 
Ireland over recent years. Sadly, we in 
Scotland have to watch that from the 
slow lane.’

Following a successful barley variety trial in 
2017, Isle of Raasay Distillery will undertake a 
second trial to determine which varieties grow 
and ripen on the island.

Raasay Distillery has the long-term objective of 
growing enough barley on the island to produce 
at least one batch per year of single malt made 
with only Raasay barley.

On � ursday August 2, Raasay Distillery will 
welcome anyone interested in learning more 
about the barley trial for presentations exploring 
progress to date and plans for the future.

� e � rst barley trial on Raasay commenced 
in April last year and was carried out in con-
junction with Interface, Peter Martin (director 
of Agronomy Institute at University of the 
Highlands and Islands), and farmer Andrew 
Gillies.

Five varieties of barley were trialled in Gillies 
Mill Park Field: Concerto (the commercial 
variety) Tartan, Bere, Iskria and Kannas. 

� e last three ripened successfully and the 
barley was harvested on  August 26, 2017, and 
then transported to the James Hutton Institute 
in Dundee to be dried.

It was then malted by Hugh Alexander from 
Curio Group in June and July this year and a 
small amount of Raasay peat was used during 
this malting process.

� e distillery plans to use all three varieties of 
malted barley to make a special batch of Raasay 
Whisky and this mash will be taking place 
during the open day on August 2.

For the 2018 trial, Raasay Distillery will work 
again with Martin and Gillies to cultivate four 

Distillery to make 
‘all local’ whisky

Raasay is to trial di� erent varieties of barley on the island.

varieties: Iskria, an Icelandic variety; Golden 
Promise, a UK malting variety; Anneli a Swedish 
variety; and Brage, a Norwegian variety.

� e distillery hopes to identify one suitable 
variety to grow on Raasay in the future and to 
improve the yield in 2018.

Co-founder of Raasay Distillery Alasdair 
Day will also discuss the background and 
future of the project and Hugh  Alexander 
from Curio Group will explain the processes 

involved in micro-malting. � e � rm will also 
o� er free distillery tours during the open 
day and there will also be lunch available 
to purchase.

With a Celtic well on site providing access to 
high mineral content water, as well as a good 
supply of peat in the north of the island, Raasay 
Distillery is keen to create at least one batch 
of Raasay whisky per year that uses all-local 
ingredients.

Wild � yme Spirits’ 
Colonsay Gin has been 
awarded a coveted silver 
medal in the International 
Wine & Spirit Competition.

A silver medal is an 
outstanding achievement 
for Colonsay Gin, which 
also won two silver medals 
in 2017 at the New York 
International Spirits 
Competition and the Global 
Gin Masters respectively. 

Co-founder of Wild � yme 
Spirits, Fin Geekie, said: ‘It’s 
always great when industry 
experts mark out our 
products for special mentions 
or awards, and our latest 
accolade is no di� erent. 

‘Such a prestigious award 
gives us the con� dence that 
we are progressing, not 
only as island distillers, but 
also as an ambitious spirits 
business.’

Colonsay gin 
wins silver at 
global awards



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 2018 23

Send us your business news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Argyll’s Fyne Ales is rep-
resenting the region at the 
Edinburgh Food Festival, 
which takes place at Assembly 
George Square Gardens, until 
Sunday July 29.

Based at Achadunan in 
Cairndow, Fyne Ales is a 
Scottish farm brewery found-
ed by the Delap family in 
2001. � eir goal is not only to 
make great beer, but to bring 
jobs, industry and tourism 
to the quiet corner of Argyll, 
which has been owned by 
their family for generations.

Being isolated, the Fyne Ales 
team o� en has to work a little 
harder, dig a little deeper and 
get creative in order make the 
best possible quality beers.

It is through its connection 
with its unique location, 
history and people that Fyne 
Ales has established a strong 
foundation for brewing � a-
vourful, modern beers.

Jamie Delap from Fyne 
Ales, said: ‘Edinburgh Food 
Festival is a great opportunity 
for us to be able to show how 
well the wide range of cra�  
beers we produce pairs with 
an outstanding selection of 
street food, as well as meeting 
and talking to an audience 
who are interested in what 
we do.  We’re really looking 
forward to being part of it 
again this year.’

� e Edinburgh Food 
Festival is free of charge and 
welcomes visitors of all ages, 
with stallholders o� ering 
everything from ice cream 
and � sh and chips, to street 
food, pies and chocolate.

Festivalgoers will also be 
entertained will be a series 
of talks and demos taking 
place in the gardens’ beautiful 
Piccolo Tent. Taking to the 
stage to talk all things food 
and drink is a range of key 
industry � gures, including 

author and whisky consultant 
Blair Bowman.

New for 2018, Edinburgh’s 
Ting � ai Caravan will be 
cooking up a storm with 
authentic � ai and south-east 
Asian street food. It will join 
more than 20 other top local 
food and drink producers 
from and across Scotland, 
including Argyll’s Fyne Ales, 
during the � ve-day event.

Edinburgh Food Festival 
has gone from strength to 
strength since its launch in 

2014, hosting top industry 
� gures such as Edinburgh’s 
Carina Contini and Neil 
Forbes, as well as Shirley Spear 
from � e � ree Chimneys on 
the Isle of Skye. � e event 
welcomed more than 25,000 
visitors in 2017.

Entry to the festival and the 
talks is free and non-ticketed. 
For talk times and further 
information, visit www.
edfoodfest.com. Follow 
on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram with @EdFoodFest 

Argyll’s Fyne Ales to raise the bar at festival

The Mid Argyll business will showcase its ales at the � ve-day Edinburgh Food Festival.

New website is designed to aid tourism 
Tourism businesses across Argyll are 
being encouraged to tap into dedicated 
online resources with the potential to 
help support their growth.

VisitScotland.org o� ers the tourism 
industry a free and comprehensive 
guide to accessing help and support 
from the national tourism organisation.

� e relaunched site provides key 
facts, insights and practical advice and 
support to help businesses unlock their 
potential.

� e new-look resource – that current-
ly attracts around 550,000 views every 
year – provides information that is easy 
to � nd, digest and use.

It includes access to:
� Up-to-the minute research and data;
� Regional factsheets o� ering unique 

insights into visitors’ experiences in 
Scotland, broken down into 15 regions;

� Factsheets on 14 key international 
markets detailing consumer insights 
and statistics;

� VisitScotland marketing guides 
which attract 15,000 views every year;

� All the latest tourism news from 
across the country;

� Information on key tourism training 
and industry events taking place across 
Scotland;

� � e latest job opportunities at 

VisitScotland;
� Information on how to sign up to 

a free listing at visitscotland.com and 
gain access to 1.7 million business 
referrals;

� More information on VisitScotland’s 
Quality Assurance programme;

� Access to VisitScotland’s digital 
media library.

VisitScotland’s Riddell Graham said: 

‘� e number of tourism businesses who 
engage with VisitScotland online has 
increased in recent years, re� ecting the 
growing demand for digital informa-
tion. � e new website has been designed 
with the tourism industry at its heart 
to provide a collaborative, informative 
and interactive platform to engage with 
the national tourism organisation.’

Go to visitscotland.org

VisitScotland’s infographic illustrates the services its website o� ers.

BUSINESS
MATTERS

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525
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f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721
www.argyll� nancial.co.uk
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£1m windfall for 
Argylls museum
Plans to transform the much-loved Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders Museum 
at Stirling Castle have been given a � nal 
go-ahead by the National Lottery, which 
has awarded the ‘modern and exciting’ 
project just less than £1 million.

The award is the most signi� cant boost 
to date for the museum’s Thin Red Line 
Appeal, a fundraising campaign under 
the patronage of Prince William, the Earl 
of Strathearn.

The plan will improve the museum’s 
ability to interpret for visitors and 
commemorate the history of one of 
Scotland’s great regiments. Traditionally 
based at Stirling Castle, the Argylls have 
played a notable role in the history of 
Scotland and the United Kingdom since 
the Napoleonic Wars.

News of the Heritage Lottery Fund’s 
£973,000 award, which followed rigorous 
scrutiny of the museum’s construction, 
exhibition and operating plans, gives 
sta�  the green light to begin storing 
the nationally signi� cant collection of 
militaria, art and artefacts for building 
work to start this autumn. The revamped 
museum is set to re-open in summer of 
2019, and visitor numbers are expected 
to exceed 250,000 per year when 
re-opened.

The plans were also praised by the 
tourism authority VisitScotland. The 
agency already lists Stirling Castle as one 
of the most-visited sites in Scotland, with 
more than 560,000 visitors a year.

Colonel A K Miller, project director of 
the £4 million museum programme, 
said: ‘After six years of developing our 
plans and much hard work by a small 
team, we are now in a position to deliver 
something very special in Stirling Castle.

‘We are indebted to National Lottery 
players for their support, and I would 
like to acknowledge the roles played by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic 
Environment Scotland in helping us reach 
this key milestone.’

Lucy Casot, head of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund in Scotland, said: ‘This award marks 
a key change for the Argyll and Suther-
land Museum. It will be transformed from 
a traditional military museum to one 
which engages visitors in a modern and 
exciting way as they learn about life as a 
soldier over the past 200 years.’

Tales of King and   the tailor

As July gives way to August, another season of 
Highland games opens.

Visitors � ock from all over the world to wit-
ness the games and take part. Kinship, tartan 
and prowess are all in evidence as various 
clans battle for the top prizes o� en in sodden, 
midge-infested � elds underneath rain-swept 
hillsides.

Long before these tribal activities begin, 
enthusiasm is � red-up through social media and 
newsletters.

� e MacInneses, who claim Morvern as their 
stamping-ground, are a small, chief-less clan 
but what they lack in foot-soldiers is made up by 
their enthusiasm.

� eir newsletter, � e Archer, is so named 
because they claim the bow was their preferred 
weapon. A thought-provoking article in the lat-
est issue attempts to prove that their distinctive 
green tartan was created in Onich in 1908 by a 
store-keeper named John MacInnes.

Although the Scottish Tartan Society refers to 
him as a grocer, John MacInnes was, in fact, a 
tailor, postmaster, weaver and the local registrar.

He was a well-kent face in the area who, ac-
cording to the writer of the article, pro� ted from 
the custom of the Prince of Wales (the future 
King Edward VII (1841-1910), who frequented 
his shop when he was visiting Mamore Lodge at 
the head of Loch Leven.

I’ve done a good deal of research about visits to 
the west coast by His Majesty and other mem-
bers of the royal family, but I cannot � nd any 
reference to him being at Mamore other than in 
1902 and again in 1909, by which time he was, of 
course, king and not the prince of Wales.

A local newspaper on October 1, 1909, records: 
‘During His Majesty’s residence at Mamore 
Lodge, Archibald Macintyre, jeweller, Fort 
William, had the honour of submitting for the 
King’s inspection a varied selection of jewellery, 
including  Cairngorms, and other valuable and 
precious stones.

‘A� er inspection, His Majesty was graciously 
pleased to express his approbation of the display, 
and made extensive purchases. � is is the sec-
ond occasion on which Mr Macintyre has been 
so honoured.

‘On the same occasion, Mr John MacInnes, 
clan tartan and tweed merchant, Onich, by royal 
command, exhibited patterns  of tartans in piece 
and rugs, Portree tweeds, Highland costume 
accoutrements, etc, of which His Majesty made 
a large selection. � is is now the � � h occasion 
on which Mr MacInnes has been patronised by 
royalty.’

It was, and still is, the custom for famous 
public � gures to have items brought to them 
to make their selection in private. I doubt very 
much if Edward, either as prince of Wales 
or king, actually visited the Onich store, 
although I stand to be corrected if it can be 
proved otherwise.

My opinion is that a local rumour grew that 
he had and, for obvious reasons, John MacInnes 
did not deny it. Who could blame him, as he 
appears to have been a shrewd businessman, well 
aware of the attention royal procurement would 
attract?

� e local newspaper tells us that John had sold 
his wares to royalty on � ve separate occasions. 
� is con� rms the quality of his work and that 
he was highly regarded, in much the same way 
as members of the Royal Warrant Holders’ 
Association are today.

King Edward VII came to Mamore on Monday 
September 20, 1909, and stayed for three days as 
the guest of ship owner Mr Frank Bibby, who 
leased Mamore estate from Mrs Cameron-Lucy 
from 1897 to 1934.

� e purpose of the king’s visit was to take part 
in the annual stag cull. It was not the � rst time 
His Majesty had visited Mamore. He came with 
Queen Alexandra in 1902 during the coronation 
cruise of the Western Highlands.

In 1909, the king and his small party came 
in two cars from Tulchan, Glenisla, by way of 
Fort William, passing through specially-built 
archways at Nevis Bridge and the parade ground 
where the provost, magistrates and town coun-
cillors were assembled.

� e High Street was festooned with bunting, 
� ags and tartan displays for the occasion. It was a 
lovely sunny a� ernoon. � e royal party reached 
Mamore about 4.30pm and was met by Mr 
and Mrs Frank Bibby and family, and the chief 
constable of Inverness-shire.

Because of a knee injury, the king was unable 
to stalk in the conventional way, so two drives, 
in which deer were moved by 35 stalkers, ghillies 
and beaters towards the ri� es waiting out of sight 
in purpose-built stone butts, were arranged for 
the following two days.

According to the Mamore game book, His 
Majesty, who was accompanied by his loader and 
head stalker Duncan MacColl, killed six stags on 
the � rst day and three on the second. � e average 
weight was 16st 9lbs. On both days the king and 
his party rode to the butts on ponies.

Organising deer drives on this scale, especially 
for King Edward, who at that time was the head 
of the greatest power in the world, could not have 
been an easy task for Duncan MacColl. His re-
sponsibility was no less than that of a major gen-
eral on the eve of some great military battle; that 
he was able to organise his men to move several 
hundred wild stags within shooting range on 
two occasions among the high hills and corries 
above Kinlochleven was a brilliant feat and said 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

There is a bit of a mystery surrounding this photograph, as we have very little informa-
tion about it. It shows what appears to be a professional photographer with three other 
people at the Glen� nnan monument but there is no date or names for the people. Can 
anyone supply more information?

Sixty years ago, sheep had the right of the road and the middle of Lochy Bridge.

Tales of King and   the tailor

much for his knowledge and understanding of 
the movement of deer.

Before leaving Mamore on the morning of 
� ursday September 23, the King presented 
a number of gi� s and medals to his hosts and 
others who had been involved in making the 
arrangements for his visit. His gi�  to Duncan 
MacColl, who accompanied him throughout, 
was an inscribed stalking telescope.

Photographs of the royal party with the Bibby 
family, the estate stalkers and ghillies and the 
stags that had been shot were taken at Mamore 
Lodge by � omas Spence, a Fort William chem-
ist and photographer.

� e King and his party then sailed o�  down 
Loch Leven aboard Mr Bibby’s 417-ton steam 

yacht, Jason, to Kentallen Pier at Appin, where 
they boarded a special train waiting to take them 
to Balmoral.

� e old deer forest of Mamore was much 
larger in 1909 than it is today. King James IV 
of Scotland made it a royal forest and installed 
Duncan Stewart of Appin as its keeper in 1502. 
Several Gaelic hunting songs of the 17th and 18th 
centuries testify to the quality of the Mamore 
stags, especially those on the eastern boundary.

� omas Pennant (1726-1798), a Welsh nat-
uralist, travel-writer and antiquarian, toured 
Scotland and the Hebrides in 1769. He breakfast-
ed at Kinlochleven, then a little village, where he 
ate ‘most excellent minced stag, the only form I 
thought that animal good in’.

Mamore head stalker Duncan McColl, centre, who 
accompanied the King in 1909 along with some of 
his companions (Photograph: Thomas Spence).
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Brilliant summer 
is just reward for 
all the hard work
It has been, it would be fair to say, a 
cracking summer so far.

True, we have had a little precipitation 
in recent days but it would be churlish to 
complain given the extended warm, dry 
spell we have enjoyed.

As this week’s paper proves manifestly, 
it has been a godsend and just reward for 
all the hard-working, sel� ess volunteers 
who toil so willingly to bring about the 
plethora of major events that are real 
highlights in the calendar.

We have extensive reports and photo 
specials this week from the Highland 
games held on Mull, Taynuilt and 
Inveraray, as well as agricultural shows in 
Tiree and Lismore.

None of these big-ticket events would 
take place without the sterling e� orts of 
the aforementioned people who devote so 
much time to them.

Of particular signi� cance this year, 
perhaps, and for very di� erent reasons, 
have been the games at Taynuilt and the 
show at Tiree.

� e former is of special importance 
because of its role as the focal point of the 
Clan MacIntyre world gathering, which 
saw hundreds of members of that clan 
travel from across the world.

� e latter is tinged with deep poignancy 
because it marks almost precisely a year 
since the terrible accident that claimed 
the life of Kayla MacDonald. It was 
touching indeed that she was so well 
remembered there.

We salute everyone involved.

Public meeting highlights 
concerns over harbour plan
� e public meeting about the future of Oban 
harbour highlighted how CMAL, with the 
apparent acquiescence of Argyll and Bute 
Council, has been allowed to promote its own 
self-serving agenda.

Recurring themes were that the Oban Bay 
Management Group (OBMG) has failed to 
heed the warnings about the legality of the op-
tion being put forward and has ignored stake-
holders’ concerns and that a Harbour Revision 
Order (HRO) is being rushed through without 
proper consideration of these issues.

� e biased consultation questionnaire only 
serves to enhance stakeholder concerns. 
Safety, charges and the governance of the 
harbour were important topics also raised at 
the meeting.

A major factor in the governance of a 
harbour is the authority vested in a harbour 
master to issue harbour directions to ensure 
the safety of vessels. Oban harbour master has 
had longstanding powers of direction within 
the existing Oban general harbour authority 
area.

� e public should  note that the recent 
Tobermory Harbour Empowerment Order 
granted CMAL a derogation from  adhering 
to general directions and an exemption from 
observing any special directions issued by the 
Tobermory harbour master. Why?

Clarity was provided regarding the likely 
harbour dues and other charges that might 
be implemented. But, again, the public should 
note that the HRO for Lochboisdale (inner 
harbour)  grants CMAL an exemption from 
paying harbour dues to the principal harbour 
authority, even though ferries have to pass 
through the outer harbour to berth at the ferry 
terminal.

It also provides for a repayment levy to 
CMAL under certain conditions for works 
carried out by the Lochboisdale harbour au-
thority in the outer harbour area. Why?

It is the governance of a port or harbour 
which is the primary duty of a harbour au-
thority in the enabling legislation. 

Furthermore, the 1964 Harbours Act makes 
quite clear that ports and harbours are to be 
considered a local asset, when operated by a 
trust or local authority for the bene� t of all 
stakeholders, particularly in a multi-use port 
or harbour.

Both are under a legal duty ‘to conserve and 
facilitate the safe and e� ective use of a port 
for all users’, with a particular emphasis on 
‘infrastructure development, maintenance 
and management’.

Oban is a multi-use port, with an expanding 
level of commercial, leisure and cruise vessels, 
which now makes up more than half of the 
total movements within Oban harbour.

One only has to look at Brodick (a nation-
alised port facility) to see how this non-ferry 
activity has been virtually wiped out. Giving 
CMAL control, as proposed, would make 
Oban a nationalised port.

CMAL’s track record as the Japanese 
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knotweed of multi-use west coast ports and 
harbours speaks for itself.

Fergus Gillanders,
Craigaol, Kilmelford.

Highland Council blocks 
building of new homes
I wasn’t surprised to read the Lochaber Times 
front page (� ursday July 19), stating that 
there is housing shortage in Lochaber.

Some 18 months ago, I purchased an area of 
land opposite Spean Bridge Primary School 
which was on the local development plan for 
housing.

It took me more than 12 months to obtain 
planning permission and even now there 
are still certain conditions that I’m trying to 
address. It is absolute nonsense.

To say the whole episode has been a night-
mare would be  an understatement. 

One would think that if you are purchasing 
land which has been designated for housing, 
there should not be many problems. I was 
wrong.

A� er spending tens of thousands of pounds 
in the planning process, I had to do many tree 
surveys at a signi� cant cost.

� e Highland Council’s tree, woodland 
and forestry division did its utmost to try to 
stop the development, which consisted of 
nine houses, including a� ordable homes. � e 
reason was that it would harm trees.

� is is where a bit of common sense should 
prevail. � e trees which were young and were 
known as scrub consisted mainly of willow 
and young birch and were spread over some 
parts of the site.

In truth, the trees were never going to 
amount to anything so, bearing in mind this 
area of land was designated for housing, why 
on earth would this man waste taxpayers’ 
money in trying to stop a housing project 
which everyone is crying out for?

Lochaber needs change and a little bit of 
common sense needs to prevail.

In my opinion, instead of encouraging 
builders to build we are looking for ways and 
reasons to stop them.

It is crazy and, with the Liberty aluminium 
factory due to open, among other businesses, 
we need more houses to cope with the demand.

If we don’t start building and releasing new 
houses, companies with their projects will go 
elsewhere.

Ross MacGregor,
Achnabobane Farm.

OT



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 2018 YOUR VIEWS  27

YOUR PICTURES

Fort William. This week’s photograph is 
sent to us by John Gallacher from Oban, 
who said: ‘McCaig’s tower at twilight 
with the glow of the � oodlights coming 
through the arches.’

USEFUL CONTACTS
POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
AMBULANCE
999 or 01631 562928
COASTGUARD
999 or 01631 562685
RNLI
999 or 01631 563733
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463
DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500

Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):
01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 01631 567190 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000
Oban: 01631 570614

WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089
BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

� a mi a’ sgriobhadh seo is 
torman dòrtadh uisge na mo 
chluasan! 

Nì croitearan  agus tuatha-
naich gu sònraichte gàirdea-
chas ris is iad air a bhith fo 
iomagain leis mar a bha an 
tiormachd air fàs feòir, agus 
bàrr eile, a chumail air ais. 
Cha ghabh sinn riarachadh.

Nach iomadh samhradh 
� iuch a chunnacas agus dao-
ine a’ gearan nach robh grian 
abachaidh ri a faicinn, agus 
am-bliadhna tha car eile ann 
an adharc an daimh is daoine 
thall ‘s a-bhos a-mach air 
mar a tha feum aig an talamh 
air uisge.

Ach dibhearsain an dàrna 
taobh cha b’ iongnadh dragh 
a bhith air muinntir gh-
nìomhachais an àiteachais, 
gu h-àraid aig tuath is an 
iar, a thaobh gainnead 
biadh sprèidh airson a’ 
gheamhraidh a tha romhpa 
is iad ro eòlach air buaidh 
leithid sin agus cosgais stuth 
a tharraing “dhachaigh” 
bhon Ghalltachd.

Nì an t-uisge seo feum gun 
teagamh ach tha e do-dhèan-
ta an ùine fàis a chailleadh 
� aotainn air ais agus tha 
cuid a chùisean foghair gu 
bhith air deireadh. 

Mar sin bidh dòchas 
air tuilleadh sìde mhath 
a cheadaicheas buain 

dhòigheil a dhèanamh. Agus 
chan e foghar agus biadh 
geamhraidh stuic an aon 
dragh a th’ air chùl inntinn 
chroitearan agus thuathana-
ich an-dràsta a bharrachd. 
Chan eil dòigh nach biodh 
iomagain orra mu na tha an 
dàn dhan ghnìomhachas nu-
air a dhealaicheas Breatann 
bhon Aonadh Eòrpach.

Gun teagamh bha gealladh 
ann gun lìonadh Riaghaltas 
Bhreatainn a’ bheàrn a 
dh’� àgadh call taic airgid 
Eòrpach dhan roinn gnìom-
hachais seo ach le ùine a’ 
ruith gun soillearachadh air 
aonta Bhrexit, gun ghuth 
air cò às a thig ionmhas neo 
meud an sporain sin, tha e 
doirbh da-rìribh dha daoine 
sealltainn romhpa le cinnt 
agus misneachd.

� a deagh adhbhar dragha 
aca a’ faicinn beachd � osra-
ichte a nochd a thaobh a’ ghe-
alltanais aig a’ Phrìomhaire 
gun èireadh taic Seirbheis 
na Slàinte ann an Sasainn � -
chead billean taobh a- staigh 
chòig bliadhna, ann an 2023.

Nochd aithisg bho Oi� s 
Uallaich a’ Bhuidseat aig 
an Riaghaltas � èin beachd 
nach gabhadh sin dèanamh 
gun àrdachadh chìsean neo 
tuilleadh ghearraidhean 
air seirbhisean poblach. 
Cho-dhùin an aithisg seo 

gum bheil e nas coltaiche 
gun lagaich Brexit maoin 
phoblach Bhreatainn seach a 
neartachadh.

� a an aon dragh fa 
chomhair luchd-stiùiridh 
thionnsgalan de gach seòrsa 
feadh na dùthcha ‘s gun � ios 
aca de seòrsa mhargaidean is 
chothroman malairt a bhios 
ann dhaibh ann am bliadhna 
neo dhà eile. 

Mura biodh am facal bùrach 
againn mar-thà ann an 
Gàidhlig (agus am Beurla!) 
saoilidh mi gun cruthaichea-
maid e mar thuairisgeul air 
an iomairt leth-chois a tha 
sinn a’ faicinn a dh’ionnsaigh 
sgaradh Bhrexit. 

Bu bhochd buain mar a 
chuirear an seo.

Rain falls heavily as I write 
and, while this will be wel-
comed by cro� ers and farm-
ers, lost growing time cannot 
be recovered and there will 
be continuing concern about 
animal winter feed supplies.

� e agricultural industry 
is also understandably con-
cerned about Brexit with no 
indication yet of the level of 
support which the UK gov-
ernment will provide.

Ailean Caimbeul(Allan 
Campbell) ailean@

obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in 
the Highlands and is 
distributed via 1,742 
newsagents every 
week.
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The most complicated and 
confusing parking system
With regard to the two new Argyll and Bute 
Council tra�  c orders, I did use the word 
‘shambles’ (Martin Laing’s At Random, � e 
Oban Times, July 19) but this was more about 
their on-going implementation. When the tra�  c 
orders were proposed more than a year ago, 
objections and comments were invited. I was one 
of a number of people who took the opportunity 
to do so and strongly expressed the view that the 
orders would cause more problems than they 
were meant to avoid.

In reality, any person with a wee bit of common 
sense could have predicted what is now happen-
ing. Unsurprisingly, our views were swept under 
the carpet, with only two thoughtful councillors 
voting for a continuation.

What I � nd galling is the dreadful way that the 
orders are being implemented. Certainly, the lead 
time given to those responsible was questionable 
– just over two months – with total implemen-
tation by March 26 but, with proper planning 
and management, a not impossible task. Such 
planning, from day one, has been sadly lacking 
and the level of incompetence demonstrated by 
council o�  cials has been quite alarming.

What is worrying is that I was a� orded consid-
erable telephone time by three di� erent council 
managers before the implementation dates. I 
highlighted a number of avoidable pitfalls. Now 
virtually all the problems have occurred with 
many more besides.

One recently appointed manager listened for 
a while and then suggested he would meet me 
in Oban. I drove him around the a� ected areas 
for an hour and a half. He made several pages of 
notes and I suspect his eyes were opened to the 
problems and enormity of the task.

A major problem is that the sta�  doing the 
implementation do not live in Oban and rarely 
visit the town. � e few enforcers based in Oban 
do the best they can to help but the information 
given out is not always correct.

In my comments during the consultation, I 
highlighted the problems of long-stay parking 
which would be caused by the changes at 
Longsdale and Lochavullin car parks and 
on-street at Gallanach. � e council response 
in September 2017 was that they were aware of 
this and were considering options for long-stay 
parking. So why get rid of it in the � rst place?

I highlighted that there would need to be an 
ability to enact the free two hours prior to the 
start of the charging periods. � is was agreed 
but was not operational until last week - more 
than three months in.

Lilian Hutchison (� e Oban Times, July 19) 
mentions 30 minutes free and then two hours 
paid. According to a senior council source, the 
two-hour limit includes the free period. So there 
are only 90 minutes to be paid for. My under-
standing of national regulations is that, where 
there is a time limit, the ticket machines must 
not issue more than such time, which is sensible 
as it avoids people going into a penalty period 
inadvertently.

Sunday town centre on-street charging has 
now begun but, with the hugely con� icting 
signage, is probably not legal.

In comparison to other resorts in Scotland, 
Oban has the worst, most complicated, 
user-unfriendly, confusing and inconsistent 
council-managed parking. 

Bill Matthews,
Morvern Hill, Oban.

Park and ride would solve 
Oban’s parking problems
Recently we visited Forfar for the � rst time 
and found that the town has several car parks, 
all of which free.

� e car parks were well used but not over-
full, the streets were not clogged with parked 
cars, the town centre was thriving and the 
buildings could be seen and appreciated.

By contrast, we used to live near a town 
where parking had been free until the council 
decided to impose charges in its car parks. 
Within months, it became a ghost town.

Many other places have park and ride fa-
cilities,which bring people into town without 
clogging the streets. 

Why not Oban?
Michal and Christine Kitchener,
Creagantairbh Beag, Ford, Lochgilphead.
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DISTRICT NEWS
ISLANDS

Plans have been submitted to Argyll and Bute 
Council for the construction of a cycle track to 
run to Oban Airport.

Under the proposals submitted by designers 
CH2M, the path would run between the air-
port and land west of Carraig Mhor in Ledaig.

It is also requested that there is access to the 
public road.

� e proposal is currently being considered 
by the authority’s planning o�  cials.

Argyll and Bute Council’s policy lead for 
the islands has spoken about what the re-
cent granting of royal assent to the Islands 
(Scotland) Bill means for those communities.

Councillor Robin Currie said: ‘� e passing 
of the Bill paves the way for more powers to be 
devolved to our island communities.

‘� is is a hugely signi� cant moment for all 
of Argyll and Bute’s island communities and 
will bring about new, stronger partnership 
arrangements  between our islands and the 
local authority, as well as with the Scottish 
Government.

‘� e new Islands (Scotland) Act sets into law 
duties and responsibilities for all and will pro-
vide opportunities for island-focused work to 
be taken forward. � is is a historic occasion.’

Councillor Alasdair Macleod of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar has been appointed as joint vice-pres-
ident of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions’ Islands Commission for 2018/19.

Councillor Macleod shares this position, on 
a six-monthly rotation, with Filip Reinhag, 
vice-mayor of Gotland Island, Sweden.

Councillor Macleod said: ‘In the Western 
Isles, we view ourselves as Europeans and we 
have bene� ted greatly from membership of 
CPMR’s Islands Commission over many years.

‘� e Islands Commission engages on our 
behalf at the highest level within the European 
Union and will continue to do so a� er Brexit 
as we continue to access vital EU research and 
development funds.

‘Along with Vice-Mayor Reinhag, I have ac-
cepted this position to ensure that the islands 
of northern Europe retain their rightful place 
at the decision-making table in Europe.

‘� rough this appointment, Filip and I will 
work to ensure that our islands continue to 
bene� t from engagement with Europe and, 
equally important, to ensure that our com-
bined experience across a range of sectors can 
continue to be shared with our Island partners 
across Europe.’

� e annual Ardchattan garden fete will be 
held on Sunday July 29 from noon until 4pm.

� e event will be held at Ardchattan Priory 
and will cost £4 per adult, with under-16s 
gaining entry for free.

� ere will be a soup and sandwich lunch, 
a� ernoon tea, stalls, games,  Finn Falconry 
display, as well as the mountain rescue vehicle.

Circus Montini was in Oban this month and 
played to enthusiastic audiences at Moss� eld.

� e show was widely praised for its fun, 
energy and comedy. 

But the performers also took time out to run 
a circus workshop at the Corran Halls in Oban 
where the young and young at heart could 
have a go at trying big top skills.

Among them was six-year-old Fraser 
Pollock, from Kilmore, who made a great job 
of spinning the large bobbin.

OBAN

Part of one of Helensburgh’s main streets 
could remain closed until next year because 
of ongoing concerns over an unsafe building.

Helensburgh councillor Gary Mulvaney re-
vealed this week that Argyll and Bute Council 
o�  cials had sought a six-month closure order 
for East Clyde Street, between Sinclair Street 
and Maitland Street, lasting until January 
2019.

� e street has been closed since the end of 
May a� er building standards o�  cials from 
the authority raised concerns over the con-
dition of a building on the north side of the 
carriageway.

But the original closure order under which 
the street was shut has now expired, prompt-
ing o�  cials to seek fresh permission to keep 
the a� ected section closed.

HELENSBURGH
Dr Bill Lumsden, the driving force behind 
Glenmorangie and Ardbeg’s acclaimed whis-
kies, has been hailed as Distiller of the Year 
at a renowned industry competition, for the 
second time.

Lauded by the International Spirits Challenge 
for his innovation and cra� smanship, � e 
Glenmorangie Company’s director of whisky 
creation, distilling and whisky stocks is the 
� rst person in the competition’s history to win 
this prestigious accolade twice, having � rst 
received the honour in 2015.

Dr Lumsden oversees the creation of 
Glenmorangie’s exceptional Highland single 
malt whisky and of Ardbeg, among the world’s 
smokiest, peatiest Islay malt whisky. He said: 
‘I am humbled to be named as Distiller of the 
Year.’

ISLAY

ARDCHATTAN

LEDAIGCrew tow yacht to safety
Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer crew went 
to the aid of a 43�  yacht with nine people 
on board which was in di�  culty o�  the 
Treshnish Isles on Tuesday July 17, the � rst 
of two ‘shouts’ in 24 hours.

Tobermory’s Severn-class lifeboat, 
Elizabeth Fairlie Ramsey, was launched 
shortly a� er 2.30pm and proceeded to the 
scene where the yacht’s crew had managed 
to anchor o�  Lunga.

� e yacht had electrical problems and 
this hampered communications although 
the crew had managed to alert Stornoway 
Coastguard using a satellite telephone.

On arriving at the scene, Tobermory’s 
volunteer crew took the yacht under tow 
and recovered her to the pontoons at Ulva 
Ferry. � e lifeboat returned to station and 
was refuelled and made ready for service 
more than six hours later at 8.40pm.

� e following a� ernoon, Tobermory 
RNLI’s volunteer crew launched again to 
go to the assistance of a yacht with engine 
failure o�  Sanna Bay on the north coast of 
the Ardnamurchan Peninsula. However, 
the crew was stood down by Stornoway 
Coastguard en route to the scene in the 
Sound of Mull as the yacht had restarted its 
engine and no longer required assistance.

Torbay RNLI coxswain Mark Criddle OBE, 
who is covering this week at Tobermory 
lifeboat station, said: ‘We’re pleased that 

there was a good outcome to both of these 
shouts. � e yacht o�  Lunga had a 2.5-metre 
draught so it was important that we acted 
quickly to tow her into deeper water. From a 
personal point of view, it is very interesting 
to work along a very di� erent coastline to 
south Devon.’

Councillor Robin Currie, left, and Alasdair 
MacLeod.

The lifeboat brings the yacht to safety.
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At random

Oban Lifesavers Club was proud to present 
the Kayla MacDonald Quaich to David 
Gowdie for his outstanding achievement in 
Oban Lifesavers.

Oban Lifesavers is a community club where 
swimming and lifesaving techniques are 
taught to more than 125 children, providing 
them with skills to keep them safe in and 
around water.

Kayla MacDonald was a bubbly young 
girl, who is remembered by all at the 
club. Members were deeply saddened by her 
passing and wanted to keep her memory 
alive in the club in the form of the Kayla 
MacDonald Quaich.

� is quaich was awarded to David Gowdie 
to recognise his outstanding achievement 
this year in swimming and personal develop-
ment and was presented to David by Karina 
and Ruairidh, Kayla’s mother and brother.

Two other awards were also presented to 
Riley Anderson for his determination and 
e� ort and to Alasdair Bullock for most im-
proved junior swimmer.

Oban Lifesavers would like to thank all its 
members for their continued commitment to 

Family presents Kayla MacDonald Quaich

Oban Lifesavers Club presents the Kayla MacDonald quaich to David Gowdie, left; an 
award was also presented to Riley Anderson for his determination and e� ort, centre; 
and Alasdair Bullock also received an award for most improved junior swimmer.

fun and safe swimming. None of this would be 
achieved without the fantastic volunteer swim-

ming instructors, poolside helpers, committee 
and the support of parents and guardians.

Lismore’s big dig gets a 
helping hand from MP

What is going on?
What on earth is happening at Oban retail 
park?

‘Landscapers’ appear to have torn out 
shrubbery, cut down trees and removed 
grassy embankments to replace it all with 
plastic.

� is work is being carried out at the corner 
of Lochavullin Drive and Lochavullin Road 
where the new Marks and Spencer foodhall is 
being created.

Now, I have warmly welcomed the immi-
nent arrival of M&S in the town but not at the 
expense of our natural environment.

While I am sure it will all look quite nice, 
ripping out our natural � ora will be dam-
aging to our fauna. And at the present time, 
when there is – quite rightly – a mounting 
groundswell against plastics, to remove the 
aforementioned shrubbery, trees and grass 
in favour of imitation turf is contrary to all 
sensible thinking.

Surely M&S – or whoever is responsible – 
has not been given planning permission for 
this.

Splendid fellow
I mentioned a few weeks ago the mess in 
Argyll Street from over� owing bins each 
week but then sang the praises of Argyll and 
Bute Council for cleaning up the detritus.

Turns out I was a bit hasty.
� e bins were emptied on time but the 

rubbish strewn across the road was cleared 
away by a resident of the street, Charlie Cross.

When I asked Charlie about it he said: 
‘Guilty as charged! People who dump rubbish 
without putting it in the bins (because they’re 
full) don’t realise what a mess the seagulls can 
cause.

‘I believe in keeping my “patch” clean and 
tidy and o� en pick up the odd bit of rubbish. 
I did ask the council for an additional wheelie 
bin but they turned me down.

‘Also, there seems to be a lot more � y tipping 
recently: a TV and a table, which the bin men 
did take. It’s so disappointing that people can’t 
take these things to the dump or recycling 
centre. � e sta�  are so helpful there.’

If only more people were as publicly-spirited 
as Charlie.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

It was a far cry from the House of Commons 
when MP Brendan O’Hara swapped his busi-
ness suit and the green benches for a pair of 
old jeans and walking boots to volunteer on 
the Big Lismore Dig.

� e volunteers were uncovering a medieval 
cathedral dating as far back as the late 12th 
or 13th centuries and which served the newly 
created diocese of Argyll.

� e archaeological project, which began 
in 2016, is led by Dr Bob Hay of the Lismore 
Heritage Centre and Dr Claire Ellis of Argyll 
Archaeology.

With funding from the Heritage Lottery, the 
team was able to unearth historical artefacts 
such as medieval pottery, skulls and skeletons.

� e main aim, however, of this part of the 

dig is to reveal the walls of the nave so that 
Argyll’s cathedral can be seen by the commu-
nity and visitors.

Mr O’Hara said: ‘� is is a fascinating piece 
of local history. Never did I expect when I took 
on the job of MP I would be part of an archae-
ological dig to uncover such a signi� cant � nd 
as this.

‘To think that we are looking back 700 years 
is quite astonishing and it just shows again 
what is going on here in Argyll and Bute. It 
is so important that we know our history and 
where we have come from.

‘I would like to thank Bob and Claire for in-
viting me along and, with funding permitting, 
I hope they will be able to continue with this 
next year.  I would love to do it again.’

Brendan O’Hara MP with Dr Claire Ellis of 
Argyll Archaeology. 
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Project aims to 
help people Go, 
Grow and Glow
As the growing season rolls on through-
out the summer, Lochaber Environmental 
Group’s Go, Grow and Glow project has 
seen it help people from all over Lochaber 
to grow food and draw from the wonder-
ful abundance of food able to be grown in 
the west coast of Scotland.

LEG Environmental development o�  cer 
Stephen McDonach said: ‘We are helping 
a wide range of people to grow, from 
crofters who want to produce grain and 
gardeners who could bene� t from a little 
support in creating a vegetable patch, 
right down to herbs on a balcony space. 

‘No matter who it is and where they 
live, there’s always something people can 
grow.’

LEG’s aspiration to get Lochaber 
growing is a perfect complement to 
its free composting kit and together 
removes barriers some people � nd when 
they hope to start growing food.

Later this year Stephen will be making 
a trip to Ireland as part of a chamber 
of commerce initiative to � nd out 
how regions similar to Lochaber have 
connected growers and consumers in 
innovative ways.

Lochaber Environmental Group is 
funded by the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Challenge Fund. If anyone would 
like a free home composting starter kit or 
to � nd out more about help to grow, get 
in touch with Stephen on 01397 700090 or 
info@lochaberenviro.org.uk.

Two orphaned Scottish wildcat kittens rescued 
by conservation group Wildcat Haven are re-
covering in a purpose-built rehabilitation and 
release centre in the West Highlands.

Most wildcat sightings reported to Wildcat 
Haven turn out to be domestic tabby cats or 
part-wildcat ‘hybrids’, but this was the � rst 
time it was newly-born wildcat kittens.

‘I almost fell o�  my chair when I saw the 
photos,’ explained Wildcat Haven’s chief 
scienti� c advisor Dr Paul O’Donoghue. ‘� e 
markings looked amazing, far better than any 
kitten I’d seen in a zoo, but [they were] in a 
very exposed place. It seemed likely they had 
been abandoned or orphaned and were in 
grave danger.’

Twenty-four hours a� er the original eyewit-
ness sighting in the East Highlands, there was 
still no sign of a mother and the kittens were 
moving closer to the road.

As the � rst � eldworkers Charlie Chandler 
and Savannah Brownlow arrived on site, 
weighing up how to best make a capture, they 
were met by the same eye witness, carrying 
two weak and dehydrated wildcat kittens 
wrapped in his jacket.

Remote cameras and bait were set to make 
absolutely sure their mother was not around, 
looking for them, but it was to no avail.

‘By next morning a� er some food and water, 
the timid kittens had transformed entirely and 
we had two spitting balls of fury in their place. 
� ey were little mini wildcats stamping, hiss-
ing and growling, displaying all the explosive 
aggression typical of the species – reputed to 
be untameable.’

Dr O’Donoghue added: ‘� ey’re safe in the 
largest wildcat enclosure in Europe, Highland 
Titles have literally put a fence round a forest, 
there’s even a stream. It’s a near-wild environ-
ment for these priceless kittens to grow into 
adults with our whole team looking out for 
them.

‘� e look in these kitten’s eyes tells you 
immediately that they don’t belong in a cage. 

Wildcat kittens are 
recovering in Duror

Any wildcat that comes here will be returned 
to the wild. � e purest wildcats are in the wild, 
they can be protected there, and it’s where they 
belong, not in a cage selling zoo tickets.’

Dr O’Donoghue said: ‘I hope everyone 
across the Highlands remembers we have this 
facility; orphaned kittens or injured adults, we 

can provide them a safe place to recover, and 
ensure their return to the wild.’

If anyone � nds wildcat kittens do not assume 
they have been abandoned. � eir mother may 
have gone hunting. Try to get photographs and 
send them to admin@wildcathaven.co.uk with 
the location and a contact number.

Top, the kittens after they were � rst rescued from the side of a busy road, and below, 
back out in the nature reserve at Duror, back to their feisty selves. 
Photographs: Charlie Chandler and Steve Piper.

Access free help to start growing.
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN RAM-
BLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Sunday July 29 
Mullach Sron na h-Uamhaidh, 
Laggan
At the southern edge of the bland 
Monadhliath Mountains, ice- and 
river-cut corries and glens with 
craggy ridges and great views 
across upper Strathspey make an 
interesting area  to explore. This hill 
has the height of a Corbett but is 
not listed as such.

Start near Cluny Castle, NN647943, 
where limited o� -road parking is 
available. Follow the track heading 
W at � rst, then N into Strath an 
Eilich as far as the bothy by the Allt 
Madagain. Head SW aiming for the 
foot of the NE ridge of Sron Mor a 
h-Uamhaidh. 

Follow this ridge SW over spot 
height 726m to the highest point, 
alt 834m. There is an interesting 
coire to the north. An extension 
can be made to the � ve large cairns 
marked at NN612970. From the sum-
mit 834m, return E to NN626973. 
Head S to Meall na h-Uinneig (745m) 
then descend SW keeping to the W 
side of the crags of Creagan Soilleir. 
At the foot of the ridge, turn S and 
continue down to the public road 
at Laggan, where there is a gate at 
NN613945. Transport required. 

Grade: M+; Distance: 12km; Height 
to climb: 700m; Map(s): LR35, EX402.

Meet at: Fort William Woollen 
Mill at 9am. Start of walk at 10am. 
Leader: Ian Moir 07973 836498.
Thursday August 2
Meall Ghiubhas, Glen Etive
A walk full of interest by a lovely 
river leading into the domain of big 
hills.

Limited parking may be found 
near the Alltchaorunn bridge 
at NN197513. Cross the bridge, 
heading S by-passing the farm 

building and follow the path by the 
river to the single-plank bridge at 
NN 199500. Cross this bridge and 
climb a short slope to reach another 
footpath. 

Turn SW, contouring around the 
foot of the Aonach Mor ridge into 
Coire a’ Chaolain. Continue SE 
on the path, across the bridge at 
NN203486, and continue on the 
path around the steep eastern 
side of Meall Ghiubhas. When 
this slope eases, turn N and climb 
to a viewpoint on the spur Meall 
Ghiubhas. Return by the same route.

Grade: L; Distance: 10km; Height to 
climb: 320m; Map(s) LR41/50 EX384. 
Meet at: Glencoe village car park at 
10am. Start of walk 10.30am. Leader: 
Gerry Gilbert 07765830203.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at www.
nevishillwalking.club. If anyone 
would like to go out on the walk 
please contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 
or email enquiries@nevishillwalking.
club.
Saturday July 28
Carn Dearg, Sgor Gaibhre, 
Ben Alder, Beinn Bheoil, Beinn 
Eibhinn, Aonach Beag, Geal-
Charn, Carn Dearg, Beinn na Lap, 
Leum Uilleim
Train from north departs Fort 
William 7.44am, arrives Corrour 
8.32am, departs Corrour 9:20pm, 
arrives Fort William 10.06pm. Train 
from south departs Bridge of Orchy 
8.18am, arrives Corrour 8.59am, 
departs Corrour 8.52pm, arrives 
Bridge of Orchy 9.35pm. Meals 
available from Corrour Station 
House restaurant (corrour.co.uk): it 
is advisable to book in as early as 
possible.

No set route, but with lots of time 
available, some longer than normal 
routes are possible. These include 
Carn Dearg and Sgor Gaibhre, 
Beinn Eibhinn and Aonach Beag 
and Geal-Charn and possibly Carn 
Dearg, Ben Alder and optionally 
Beinn Bheoil, or just Beinn na Lap 
and/or Leum Uilleim.

Suggested by  Gavin Theobald; 
coordinated by  Gerry Gilbert.

Climbers rise up to save Glen 
Etive bothy from hydro plan
Climbers are objecting to a 
planned hydro scheme in Glen 
Etive, fearing it will make a   
mountaineering hut they have 
run for 60 years uninhabitable.

� e Dundee-based Grampian 
Club, which owns the bothy and 
has 230 members, has hired out 
the former roadmen’s hut called 
Inbhir� aolain since 1961. � e 
bothy sleeps up to 13 hill walk-
ers each night, allowing them 
to   enjoy ‘the peace, quiet and 
adventure’ of Glen Etive.

Over the last seven years it 
has been occupied for 4,500 bed 
nights. � e sole water supply is 
from the nearby Allt Fhaolain 
burn, which occupants collect 
using containers and a trolley.

Last month London-based 
Dickins Hydro Resources lodged 
a plan with Highland Council to 
build a run-of-river hydropower 
scheme, abstracting water from 

the Allt Fhaolain burn and pip-
ing it to a turbine, to generate up 
to 1.64GWhr of energy each year.

Club spokesperson David 
Gibson said: ‘� e proposed 
scheme is a direct threat to this 
unique, low-cost accommoda-
tion which will be uninhabitable 
if the scheme goes ahead. Neither 
the developer nor its contractors 
have contacted the club nor have 
they made any assessment of 
impacts on occupancy resulting 
from changes to the water 
supply.’

� ey expect construction to 
disrupt the river’s � ow, ‘meaning 
the occupancy of the hut will not 
be possible’, and then ‘given the 
proximity of the scheme outfall 
discharge point to the hut water 
collection point’, it ‘is likely the 
water will be agitated and un� t 
for human consumption’.

� e club says the applicant’s 

drawings place the power house 
just over 100m from the bothy: 
‘� e noise from the power house 
turbines will be constant,’ they 
argued, and it would ‘have the ap-
pearance of an industrial facility’ 
in ‘plain view from the hut and 
the Glen Etive road’, and ‘totally 
unsuited to its surroundings.

‘A lack of consultation means 
that either the landowner or the 
applicant have not undertaken 
su�  cient research into the pro-
posed scheme, or that they wish 
to maintain an air of secrecy in 
the hope that it will not attract 
the attention of those impacted.’

Dickens Hydro told � e Oban 
Times: ‘Dickins Hydro has been 
made aware of the concerns of 
� e Grampian Club today and 
is currently considering the 
comments of the club and will 
issue a response once it has fully 
considered them.’

The climbers say the scheme, should it go ahead, will make their bothy uninhabitable.
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A snapshot of Argyll
Following The Oban Times’ #myargyll photographic competition, here 
are four more photographs submitted, highlighting why our region is a 
fantastic place to live, work and visit.

Photograph: 
Janet Macleod

Photograph: 
Sam Robertson

Photograph: Ian Keen-Smith

Photograph: Natasha Finlay
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Buying or selling the perfect place...

Summer is generally a 
good time to sell your 

house – and more 
often than not, it is 

looking its best with 
the fl owers in bloom 

and light fl ooding 
through. However, the 

market is fairly tricky 
right now, so take 

some positive action 
to help warm up your 

chances of selling

1 � e grass is greener…
Summer-dried brown patches on lawns ruin 
the e� ect of a pretty garden, so keep grass 
as green as possible. If potential buyers are 
about to march up the drive and you are 
stuck with a brown patch, strategically place 
some garden furniture on top of it.

2 Get airy
Musty-smelling rooms are o� -putting and 
make people want to get out before they 
have even noticed the stunning ceiling rose. 
Freshen up with a summer fragrance.

3 Lighten up
If you have a dark room, add a table lamp, 
but don’t go over the top and put every light 
on in the house unnecessarily. And while 
we are on lights, one of the details vendors 
o� en don’t notice but buyers do is grimy light 
switches.

4 De-clutter 
Make the entrance hall enticing, so potential 
buyers want to see more of your home. If it’s 
cluttered, the � rst impression of the house 
is that it’s cramped, rather than open and 
spacious. Move unnecessary items such as 
an excessive number of coats hanging up and 
muddy shoes.

5 Window dressing
People are always drawn towards windows – a 
plus in the height of summer when they can 
look out onto your carefully tended garden, 
so make them a real focal point. Apart from 
sparkling windows (well worth paying a win-
dow cleaner), clear junk o�  window sills and 
keep curtains pulled well back to make rooms 
seem lighter and bigger.

6 Floor space
� e tidier the better – it’s particularly impor-
tant to take everything o�  the � oor as carpet 
clutter is the quickest way to make a room 
look smaller.

7 Pet hates
Your puppy may be the cutest ever, but dishes 
of pet food in the kitchen, especially in warm 
weather, are a complete turn-o� , as are little 
accidents le�  on the lawn.

8: Fit for purpose
It is best to ensure the rooms are furnished in 
the way they were intended. Put a table in the 
dining room and get rid of the o�  ce furniture 
and clear junk out of the spare room. Both 
things are a bit of a turn o� !

9: Spruce up
If the outside of the house needs a lick of paint 
to cover rust or dirt marks, do it as it will make 
all the di� erence to the � rst impression.

10: Floral delights
A vase of fresh � owers in the hall or kitchen 
instantly li� s the mood.
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Established over 100 years ago,  
DM MacKinnon has a wealth 
of experience in all aspects 
of residential and commercial 
conveyancing in Argyll and the isles 
and throughout Scotland. 

Our expertise extends from the 
purchase and sale of serviced and 
unserviced plots, fl ats, houses, 
farms and estates to hotels, retail and industrial  premises and residential and 
commercial development projects. We advise on and assist with all aspects of 
residential and commercial leases and securities, land and property issues, title 
conditions and planning requirements and offer an effi cient, professional service 
to all our clients.

Appointments can be made 9am – 5pm Monday 
to Friday. (Offi ce closed between 1pm and 2pm.)

Tel: 01631 563014
E: info@dmmk.co.uk

Looking for a comfortable, safe and friendly 
place to continue your independent lifestyle?
1-bedroom fl ats are available at Ford 

Spence Court, a purpose-built sheltered 
housing complex in the village of 
Benderloch, 8 miles from Oban.

For an informal chat or to view the complex, 
telephone Christine on 01631 720552 during 

the hours of 2.15pm – 5pm 
daily or email housing.lorn@acha.co.uk

Are you 
over 60?

� ere were 6,900 new � rst-
time buyer mortgages com-
pleted in Scotland in the � rst 
quarter of 2018 – down 9.2 
per cent from same quarter 
of 2017. 

� e £0.8bn of new lending 
was 2.4 per cent down year 
on year. � e average Scottish 

� rst-time buyer is 29 and has 
a gross household income 
of £35,000. � e � gures 
come from UK Finance, the 
banking and � nance industry 
body.

� ere were 6,600 new home 
mover mortgages completed 
in Scotland in the � rst three 
months of 2018, 2.9 per cent 
fewer than in 2017. 

� e £1.05bn of new lending 
in the quarter was one per 
cent more year on year. � e 
average Scottish home mover 
is 39 and has a gross house-
hold income of £51,000.

� ere were 8,700 new 
Scottish homeowner remort-
gages completed in the � rst 
quarter, some 6.1 per cent 
more than in the same period 
a year earlier. � e £1.07bn 
of remortgaging in the � rst 

quarter was 9.2 per 
cent more year on year.

 ‘� is is the highest level 
of remortgaging we have 
seen since the end of 2011,’ 
said Douglas Cochrane, 
who chairs UK Finance’s 
Scotland Mortgage 
Committee. 

‘Competitive mortgage 
rates and speculation of a 
Bank of England rate rise are 
likely to have spurred home-
owners in Scotland to lock in 
to advantageous deals.

‘While we have seen a fall 
in completions for � rst-time 
buyers over this period, the 
announcement in April to ex-
tend the Help to Buy scheme 
in Scotland until March 2021 
should help encourage more 
people to take their � rst step 
on to the property ladder.’

First-time mortgages 
down, re-mortgaging up
The average Scottish home mover 
is 39 and has a gross household 

income of £51,000’ – UK Finance
� rst-time buyer is 29 and has 
a gross household income 
of £35,000. � e � gures 
come from UK Finance, the 
banking and � nance industry 
body.

� ere were 6,600 new home 
mover mortgages completed 
in Scotland in the � rst three 
months of 2018, 2.9 per cent 
fewer than in 2017. 

� e £1.05bn of new lending 
in the quarter was one per 
cent more year on year. � e 
average Scottish home mover 
is 39 and has a gross house-
hold income of £51,000.

� ere were 8,700 new 
Scottish homeowner remort-
gages completed in the � rst 
quarter, some 6.1 per cent 
more than in the same period 
a year earlier. � e £1.07bn 
of remortgaging in the � rst 

quarter was 9.2 per 
cent more year on year.

 ‘� is is the highest level 
of remortgaging we have 
seen since the end of 2011,’ 
said Douglas Cochrane, 
who chairs UK Finance’s 
Scotland Mortgage 
Committee. 

‘Competitive mortgage 
rates and speculation of a 
Bank of England rate rise are 
likely to have spurred home-
owners in Scotland to lock in 
to advantageous deals.

‘While we have seen a fall 
in completions for � rst-time 
buyers over this period, the 
announcement in April to ex-
tend the Help to Buy scheme 
in Scotland until March 2021 
should help encourage more 
people to take their � rst step 
on to the property ladder.’

First-time mortgages 
down, re-mortgaging up
The average Scottish home mover 
is 39 and has a gross household 

income of £51,000’ – UK Finance
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First Floor Flat, 19C Corran Brae, Oban, PA34 5AJ

Commercial Premises, 17-19 Argyll Square, Oban, PA34 4AT Beechwood, Dunuaran Road, Oban, PA34 4NE

Building Plot, Achnacroish, Isle of Lismore, Argyll, PA34 5UJ

 Guide Price £92,500

Guide Price £220,000

Guide Price £70,000

• Easily managed � rst � oor � at
• Popular residential location close 

to town
• Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, 2 Double 

Bedrooms
• Enclosed Veranda/Store, Bathroom

• Communal drying green and outside 
store

• Double glazed, electric heating
• EPC Rating C71
• Ideal starter � at or letting investment

• Rarely available – large shop premises 
in prime town centre location

• Prominent position in established 
trading location 

• Premises extend to 151.87 Sq.m. 
(1,635 sq.ft.)

• Premises split with centrally situated 
dividing wall (with potential to be 

• split into two separate units, subject to 
the necessary consents)

• EPC Rating G

• Spacious property in sought after town 
location

• Detached and versatile accommodation 
over 2 � oors

• Excellent potential for upgrading and 
modernisation 

• Superb views across Oban Bay and to 
McCaig’s Tower

• Hall, Lounge, Kitchen/Dining Room, 
Utility, Bathroom, 

• 3 Bedrooms, Boxroom, Cloakroom
• Split level garden, parking, single 

detached garage (upgrading required)
• EPC Rating E48

• Building plot in fabulous scenic location 
on Hebridean Isle of Lismore

• Located on the fringe of the established 
community of Achnacroish

• Mainly level with sloping ground to 
front, partially fenced

• Uninterrupted, stunning sea views 
overlooking the Lynn of Lorn

• Extends to 0.208 acres or thereby (842 
Sq. m/0.08 Ha)

• Outline Planning Permission for ¾ 
storey house granted January 2018

• Services available nearby

Ground Floor Flat, 5A Longsdale Crescent, Oban, PA34 5JP

Guide Price £125,000

• Modernised/fully refurbished � at in 
popular residential cul-de-sac

• Convenient for town centre 
• Fully double glazed, newly installed 

electric heaters
• Hall, Kitchen, Lounge, Veranda, 2 

Double Bedrooms, 
• Bathroom, Private front garden, 

Communal drying green, residents 
parking

• EPC Rating E51
• Viewing highly recommended

Beinn Dhearg, 4 Tynribbie Place, Appin, PA38 4DS

Guide Price £250,000

• Beautifully presented 4 bedroom 
detached home

• Situated in sought after, picturesque 
village of Appin

• Spacious, versatile accommodation set 
over two � oors

• Lounge, Sitting Room, Large Kitchen/
Dining Room, Utility

• Master Bedroom with En-Suite, 3 
further Bedrooms, Bathroom

• Garden, Private Drive
• EPC Rating D58

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT   Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459  www.andersonbanks.co.uk

ANDERSON BANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

COMING SOON

UNDER OFFER

Guide Price £145,000

For a full listing of all of 
our Oban & Western Isles 
property for sale and let, 
please see
www.andersonbanks.co.uk, 
www.zoopla.com, 
www.primelocation.com 
or like & follow our 
Facebook page.  

Please contact us to 
discuss our competitive 
rates of combined Estate 
Agency & Conveyancing 
fees.

knigh�rank.com Conne�ing people & property, perfe�ly.

Duror, Argyll PA38
A �ylish, renovated farmhouse in an elevated position  
and o
ering views over the sea. With wonderful  
gardens and grounds of about 3 acres.

O
ers over £430,000

2 34

michael.jones@knigh�rank.com 
0131 222 9600

Connecting people  
& property, perfectly.
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26 Sutherland Avenue, 
Fort William, PH33 6JT

Reduced Guide Price: £169,000

•  Desirable Detached 
Bungalow

•  Central Town Locati on
•  Requires Some Upgrading & 

Modernisati on
•  Lounge
•  Dining Room
•  Kitchen
•  3 Double Bedrooms

•  Family Bathroom
•  Double Glazing
•  Electric Heati ng 
•  Spacious Garden Grounds 
•  Detached Single Garage
•  EPC Rati ng: E 40

(£11,000 BELOW HOME 
REPORT VALUATION)

Caber Feidh, � e Old Golf Course, 
Kilchoan, Acharacle, PH36 4LH

Guide Price: £115,000

•  Charming A-Frame Lodge
•  Business Opportunity
•  In Very Good Order
•  Desirable Rural Locati on
•  Views towards The Sound 

of Mull
•  Open-Plan Lounge/Diner
•  2 Bedrooms (Master 

En-Suite)

•  Upper Sitti  ng Area
•  Bathroom
•  Mixed Glazing
•  Electric Heati ng
•  Garden with Decking Area
•  EPC Rati ng: F 34

Fasnahuile, Grange Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6JF

Guide Price: £280,000

•  Superior Semi-Detached 
Period Villa

•  In Excellent Order
•  Beauti fully Presented
•  Elevated Positi on with 

Outstanding Loch Views
•  Lounge
•  Dining Room
•  Kitchen/Diner  

•  4 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite) 
•  Bathroom (Jack & Jill)
•  Oil Fired Heati ng - Under 

Floor to Ground Level
•  Mixed Glazing
•  Generous Garden Grounds
•  Garage Rental Available  
•  EPC Rati ng: E 44

Appin View, Barcaldine, Argyll, 
PA37 1SG

Guide Price: £170,000

•  Charming Detached 
Cott age

•  Countryside & Loch Views
•  Requires Some 

Modernisati on
•  Lounge
•  Conservatory
•  Dining Hallway
•  Kitchen

•  3 Bedrooms
•  Bathroom
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng
•  Double Glazing
•  Garden with Private 

Parking
•  EPC Rati ng: E 52

Harbour, Caoles, 
Isle of Tiree, PA77 6TS

Guide Price: £280,000

•  Charming Traditi onal 
Detached Dwellinghouse

•  Desirable Rural Locati on 
with Stunning Sea Views

•  In Excellent Order
•  Lounge with Open Fire
•  Sunroom

•  Kitchen/Diner/Sitti  ng 
Room

•  4 Bedrooms
•  Bathroom & Shower Room
•  Double Glazing
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng 
•  Garden with Garden Shed
•  EPC Rati ng: D 56

� e Deckhouse, 10 � e Green, 
Craobh Haven, PA31 8UB

Guide Price: £155,000

•  Charming Mid-Terrace 
Cott age

•  Unique Coastal Village 
Locati on

•  Superb Views
•  Open Plan Lounge/Diner
•  Kitchen

•  2 Bedrooms
•  Bathroom
•  Electric Heati ng
•  Double Glazing
•  Private Parking Area
•  Successful Holliday Let
•  EPC Rati ng: E 52

Honeysuckle House, 10 Blaich, 
Fort William, PH33 7AN

Off ers Over: £335,000

•  Superior Detached Villa
•  In Immaculate Order
•  Elevated Positi on with 

Outstanding Loch Views
•  Lounge & Dining Room
•  Kitchen/Diner  
•  Uti lity
•  4 Bedrooms (Master 

En-Suite)

•  Substanti al Atti  c Room 
•  Bathroom, Shower Room 

& Cloakroom
•  Double Glazing & Electric 

Wet Heati ng System 
•  Generous Garden Grounds
•  Ample Private Parking
•  EPC Rati ng: D 57

South Laggan Church, 
South Laggan, By Spean Bridge, 
PH34 4EA

Guide Price: £130,000

•  Charming Former Church
•  Desirable Rural Locati on
•  Full Planning Permission to 

create Bespoke Architect 
Design Property

•  Many Original Features 
•  Private Mature Grounds
•  Most Services on Site
•  EPC Rati ng: G 135

MacPhee & Partners
S O L I C I T O R S  A N D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S

Fort William: 01397 702 200  Oban & Tiree: 01631 565 251   

With years of knowledge and expertise, no other Estate Agent 
in the region can o� er a more e� ective and 

comprehensive service.

We are your Online... National... and, more 
importantly, your Local Estate Agent!

‘Katie and her team sold our house in 4 days. Can’t ask better than that. Contact was excellent and all 
requests for information etc. were answered promptly. � anks again.’

‘A� er unsuccessful marketing with an online only agent we instructed MacPhee & Partners. � e service 
received was night and day. From the initial professional visit, sales brochure to the quick conclusion of 

our sale. We were delighted.’

With several Closing Dates a month, we are not just here to sell your property as quickly as 
possible, but to manage and drive the sale resulting in the best possible price for your property.
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Caber Feidh, � e Old Golf Course, 
Kilchoan, Acharacle, PH36 4LH

Guide Price: £115,000

•  Upper Sitti  ng Area
•  Bathroom
•  Mixed Glazing
•  Electric Heati ng
•  Garden with Decking Area
•  EPC Rati ng: F 34

Fasnahuile, Grange Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6JF

Guide Price: £280,000

•  4 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite) 
•  Bathroom (Jack & Jill)
•  Oil Fired Heati ng - Under 

Floor to Ground Level
•  Mixed Glazing
•  Generous Garden Grounds
•  Garage Rental Available  
•  EPC Rati ng: E 44

Harbour, Caoles, 
Isle of Tiree, PA77 6TS

Guide Price: £280,000

•  Kitchen/Diner/Sitti  ng 
Room

•  4 Bedrooms
•  Bathroom & Shower Room
•  Double Glazing
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng 
•  Garden with Garden Shed
•  EPC Rati ng: D 56

Honeysuckle House, 10 Blaich, 
Fort William, PH33 7AN

Off ers Over: £335,000

•  Substanti al Atti  c Room 
•  Bathroom, Shower Room 

& Cloakroom
•  Double Glazing & Electric 

Wet Heati ng System 
•  Generous Garden Grounds
•  Ample Private Parking
•  EPC Rati ng: D 57

Taigh A Luana, Loch Avich, 
By Taynuilt, PA35 1HJ
Situated on around 100 acres of 
rural, private grounds, currently held 
as a nature reserve, the sale of Taigh 
a Luana off ers a rare opportunity 
to purchase an excepti onal, small 
country estate on the banks of Loch 
Avich. The property itself has been 
designed and built to compliment 
the extensive surrounding grounds 
and has arguably, some of the most 
outstanding views on the West 
coast of Scotland. Designed and 
completed in 2007, this log-profi le 
property has blended seamlessly 
into its surroundings and enjoys stunning uninterrupted 
panoramic views over the loch and countryside. Off ering bright, 
well-proporti oned rooms, the property boasts many superb 
features, including engineered oak fl ooring through much of 
the ground fl oor, an impressive multi -fuel stove, Cathedral-style 
windows, vaulted ceilings, a German Pronorm kitchen with Iroko 
work surfaces and integrated appliances, Douglas Pine wood 
panelling and modern bathroom suites to name but a few. Taigh a 
Luana’s fl exible and well-presented accommodati on is split over 
two levels and provides superb views of the grounds from most 
rooms. 

•  Superior Detached Eco-House 
with Stunning Panoramic 
Loch Views 

•  Desirable, Secluded & Private 
Locati on

•  Around 100 Acres Grounds 
Included

•  Versati le, Spacious 
Accommodati on in 
Excellent Order

•  Ground Source Heati ng & 
Private UV Water Supply 

•  Underfl oor Heati ng to the 
Ground Floor

•  System Villavent Air 
Circulati on & Heat Recovery 
Unit

•  Detached Double Garage 
with Separate Workshop

•  3 Wooden Outbuildings & 
Poly-Tunnel

•  Deer-Fenced, Landscaped 
Garden Grounds around 4 
acres

•  Paddock with Horse Shelter 
extending to around 8 acres

•  EPC Rati ng: E 50

Guide Price: £498,000

Gortean Nam Beith, Wades Road, 
Kinlochleven, PH50 4QT
Situated in the popular resi-
denti al village of Kinlochleven, 
Gortean Nam Beith forms an 
impressive, semi-detached 
dwellinghouse with generous 
garden grounds. Off ering well 
maintained, good sized accom-
modati on in a convenient lay-
out, the property benefi ts from 
double glazing, electric heati ng 
and an open fi re. Due to the size 
and locati on the property would 
be ideally suited as a fantasti c 
family home, however would also off er excellent holiday 
accommodati on or as a superb rental opportunity in a 
buoyant letti  ng market. The mature and well stocked 
enclosed garden grounds are a most att racti ve feature 
and off er ample off -street parking. 

The village of Kinlochleven is set at the head of Loch Leven, 
some 7 miles from Glencoe and 21 miles from Fort William, 
and off ers a range of ameniti es including the development 
of a fantasti c new primary/secondary school, post offi  ce, 
hotels, shops and doctor’s surgery and the Ice Factor - the 
biggest indoor ice climbing wall in the world. 

•  Desirable 
Semi-Detached 
Dwellinghouse

•  Convenient Village 
Locati on

•  In Excellent Order
•  Lounge with Open Fire
•  Dining Room
•  Kitchen

•  Entrance Sunroom
•  3 Double Bedrooms
•  Shower Room
•  Double Glazing
•  Electric Heati ng 
•  Spacious, Mature 

Garden Grounds 
•  Off -Street Parking
•  EPC Rati ng: E 42

Reduced Guide Price: £179,000 
(£16,000 BELOW HOME 
REPORT VALUATION) 

Villa One, Tower Ridge Courtyard, Torlundy, 
Fort William, PH33 6SW
Located within an exclusive private development and enjoying stunning views to the surrounding countryside, the sale of this striking end-terrace property 
off ers an excellent opportunity to purchase a newly built villa. Completed to a very high standard, the property boasts an air source heati ng system, solid oak 
internal joinery, LED lighti ng and high-quality bathrooms and kitchen, and has been interior-designed internally, with all the furniture and fi tti  ngs included in the 
sale. The main open-plan lounge, kitchen and dining area, plus the master bedroom with vaulted ceiling and balcony are most att racti ve features.

The property would make a fantasti c family home, or due to its locati on, and the high demand, a superb rental or holiday letti  ng opportunity.

Situated in the desirable area of Torlundy, the property enjoys the feeling of a rural locati on but is situated just 3.4 miles from the popular town of Fort William. 
This unique and idyllic setti  ng, within the heart of spectacular Highland scenery, means that it is well placed to take advantage of the ameniti es and numerous 
leisure and pleasure acti viti es which the area has to off er. With Fort William now recognised as the ‘Outdoor Capital of the UK’, the area benefi ts from year 
round visitors enjoying excellent outdoor pursuits such as walking, mountain biking, mountaineering, skiing, sailing, fi shing, golf and sight-seeing to name a few. 
Several primary schools and Lochaber High School are also in close proximity.

•  Stunning Countryside Views
•  Desirable, Newly Complete 

Property with Furniture and 
Fitti  ngs Included

•  Versati le Accommodati on, 
Finished to a High Specifi cati on

•  Ideal Home with Business 
Potenti al - Rental or Self 
Catering

•  Open-Plan Living Area, 
4 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite) & 
Bathroom

•  Air Source Heati ng & Double 
Glazing

•  Private Garden Grounds with 
Parking

•  Premier Guarantee
•  EPC Rati ng: B 83

Price Guide £320,000 ONLY SHOW HOME NOW REMAINS FOR SALE

property@macphee.co.uk     www.macphee.co.uk

O� ering the complete package for buying & selling your property
•  No hidden fees or upfront costs

•  Dedicated, experienced 
Estate Agency team

•  Local & Nati onal coverage on the 
UK’s leading property platf orms

•  The complete package for buying & selling your property. 
With an award winning legal team behind us.

‘Katie and her team sold our house in 4 days. Can’t ask better than that. Contact was excellent and all 
requests for information etc. were answered promptly. � anks again.’

‘A� er unsuccessful marketing with an online only agent we instructed MacPhee & Partners. � e service 
received was night and day. From the initial professional visit, sales brochure to the quick conclusion of 

our sale. We were delighted.’

With several Closing Dates a month, we are not just here to sell your property as quickly as 
possible, but to manage and drive the sale resulting in the best possible price for your property.
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If you have been mulling over the idea of installing a wood burning stove this past winter, then 
now is the perfect time to get your project moving. Lead times are short and there is plenty of 
time to consider your options and get things organised before the onset of next winter.  

Buying a stove can be a confusing and daunting experience. � ere are a huge number of prod-
ucts available and at widely varying quality and price.

� e cost of buying and installing a stove is not insigni� cant so you will want to feel con� dent 
that you are making a good decision based on sound advice.

At Backwoodsman our aim is to guide you through this process as smoothly as possible. We 
want to ensure that you end up with the right product for your individual requirements and a 
safe, e�  cient installation that will give years of good service.

In the � rst instance (wherever practical), we recommend a site survey to enable us to get a clear 
picture of what you are looking for and what the job speci� cations entail. Our surveys are free 
and without obligation. 

For further information, please call us on 01631 720539 to discuss your ideas. 

This is perhaps one of our best purchases ever. 
Many thanks for your help and advice so freely given. 

Mr & Mrs C, Struchur

Now is the time to consider your new stove

It cannot be the end 
of July already! Where 
did the summer go?
Before we know it, the children will all be going 
back to school, the shops will be full of Halloween 
pumpkins jostling for space with Bon� re Night – 
and the � rst Christmas catalogues will be dropping 
through letter boxes.

It is time to start putting away all those bright, 
light and summery throws and cushions; to swap 
� owery-scented candles for spicy ones and for 
getting the extra quilts and throws out of storage.

� e change of seasons can be great time for a quick 
revamp – to carry out an inventory of what works 
and what doesn’t with your interior design and 
furnishings.

Is it time to say goodbye and recycle a few well-
worn favourites that have worked so hard, for so 
long, and replace them with new?

Help is at hand because the internet is near to 

bursting with interior design with pictures of 
incredible interiors and website a� er website of 
advice.

And the other good news is that one-to-one help 
has never been more readily available in the shape 
of interior designers. Hiring an interior designer 
no longer looks like an extravagance; it looks like 
common sense.

A trained eye will look at the space you are 
creating and help you achieve the right balance of 
colours, textures and proportions to balance the 
lighting, your furniture and the types of fabrics you 
prefer. You can bounce ideas o�  them and listen as 
they suggest things you would have never thought of 
in a million years.

O� en an interior designer will help you with 
major aspects and once a scheme is in place leave 
you to � ll in the gaps and source those unique and 
personal � nishing touches.

If the idea of an interior designer sounds just too 
much, then take your time to have a good look 
around furniture shops and ask advice – the sales 
sta�  are full of good ideas, know their stock inside 
out, and can make great suggestions.

Property Specialists - remake and redecorate
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Property Specialists - remake and redecorate
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Teenie takes #myargyll title

The winning photograph in our #myargyll competition – an evening’s � shing at Port Ramsay, with the sun setting over Glensanda quarry in Morvern. For full story turn to page 42.

Call 0141 243 2224 or Book Online 
at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

 

WEDNESDAYS until August 22 
Leave 2.45pm back 4.20pm
Fare: Cruise Loch Fyne £21 SC £19 
         Children only £10.50

SUNDAY July 29 
Leave 3pm back 4.30pm

Cruise Loch Fyne aboard 
Waverley!

Sailing from TARBERT Pier

Call 0141 243 2224 or Book Online 
at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

or Buy Tickets onboard when you sail

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Meur Chruachain - 
(Cruachan Branch)

 Taynuilt Summer 
Ceilidh

A family friendly evening of Music, 
Song and Dance

Taynuilt Village Hall
Thursdays 5th July – 16th August, 

7:30pm
Admission £4      Children £2

A warm welcome is extended to all

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
Ardchattan Priory Fete

Sunday 29th July
12-4pm

Entry £4.00 Adults
Under 16s Free
Lunches & Teas

Children’s Activities
Games & Stalls

Finn Falconry 12-1pm
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Runner-up Alan Frew took this fantastic action shot of his son Aidan at Carsaig Pier.

A photography competition 
capturing #myargyll has 
been won by Teenie Wilson, 
an amateur photographer 
from the Isle of Lismore, 
who took a stunning image 
before an evening’s � shing 
at Port Ramsay, as the sun 
set over Glensanda quarry in 
Morvern.

Teenie, who runs the 
Lismore Post o�  ce and shop 
with her husband David, took 
up the hobby, which they 
share, two years ago.

‘I love it,’ she said. ‘It gets me 
out. I take the camera wher-
ever I go. I always keep my eye 
open for the right shot. With 
a good camera you can’t go 
wrong.’

One summer evening 
last year, Teenie said their 
neighbour Duncan Black, a 
retired seaman, had asked 
if she wanted to go � shing. 

‘I was waiting for him to bring 
the boat in,’ she recalled. ‘I 
thought it would make a great 
shot. We caught 40 � sh that 
night. When I downloaded it, 
I thought ‘wow’.’

‘Wow’ indeed, because 
it was voted the best from 
hundreds of brilliant photo-
graphs sent in by you – you 
can still enjoy them all by 
visiting #myargyll.

‘I am chu� ed,’ Teenie said. ‘I 
am not very con� dent in my 
own work – everybody tells 
me they are good. � is has 
given me a huge boost.’

� anks to her winning 
photograph, Teenie has won 
an autumn break for two on 
Islay, featuring an overnight 
stay at the Machrie Hotel, din-
ner and B&B in Bowmore’s 
Harbour Inn, a tour of Islay’s 
newest distillery, Ardnahoe, 
a boat trip with Islay Sea 
Adventures, travel via 
Hebridean Airways, based at 
Oban Airport, a night at the 

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Falls of Lora Hotel in Connel, 
and an Oban walking tour.

Teenie said: ‘I am taking my 
sister, because she persuaded 
me to enter the competition.’

Teenie also runs the island’s 
photography club and has 
just been awarded £1,000 
to set up a junior one this 
winter.

� e runner-up was Alan 
Frew from Helensburgh. 
He was surprised but ab-
solutely delighted with his 
achievement.

His stunning picture was 
taken at Carsaig jetty, near 
Tayvallich.

He said: ‘My son Aidan is 
an avid BMXer and wanted 
a picture of himself jumping. 
� e photograph was taken at 
sunset with � ash.’

For his e� orts, Alan won a 
bottle of Oban whisky, a box 
of 24 chocolates from the 
Oban Chocolate Company 
and a Cashmere scarf from 
Islay Woolen Mill.

Lismore’s Teenie takes top 
shot in #myargyll competition

YES YOU CAN!
At Slimming World we’re full of surprises
Breakfast: Lots of orange and grapefruit segments plus 2 slices of wholemeal toast 

topped with heaps of baked beans and scrambled eggs. 

Lunch: A large jacket potato topped with oodles of canned spaghetti in tomato 
sauce sprinkled with 28g grated Cheddar cheese, followed by a 227g 
baked apple � lled with 1 level tbsp of mincemeat topped with 4 level 
tbsp of aerosol cream.

Dinner: Cheese and spinach cannelloni (slimmingworld.co.uk/recipes) served 
with a large mixed salad and fat-free vinaigrette plus a 150g pot of 
Ambrosia Rice Pudding.

Snacks: Fresh fruit of your choice, Mullerlight Yogurt. 2 chocolate � nger biscuits. 

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906
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WHAT’S ON
IN OBAN

Thursday 26th July
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church 
Hall. 10am - 11.30am
Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
2.00pm - 3.30pm
Taynuilt Summer Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall . 7.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY
Friday 27th July

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm. Free Entry
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Karaoke/Disco
Free entry. Open till 2am
Let’s Make A Scene #20
The Rock� eld Centre
8.00pm - 10.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
ABBAMANIA
Corran Halls. 8.00pm - 10.00pm
Saturday 28th July 

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
Hill Walk
Corrour, Fort William. All Day
Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am. 2.00pm - 3.30pm
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 4.00pm. Free Entry
Master Builders Lego Club
The Rock� eld Centre
10.00am - 12.00pm
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Mad Ferrets. Free entry
Open till 2am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
Sunday 29th July

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
Ardchattan Priory Gardens Fete
Ardchattan Priory
12.00pm - 4.00pm
Monday 30th July

Future of Our Seas: Marine 
Science Meets Art
Oban North Pier
Daytime Activities for all ages
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead. 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Highland Hustle
St Columba’s Church Hall
6pm every Monday.
Tuesday 31st July 

Future of Our Seas: Marine 
Science Meets Art
Oban North Pier
Daytime Activities for all ages
Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am. 2.00pm - 3.30pm
Wednesday 1st August

Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 
7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz, Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free 
pizza at half time

In partnership with Oban 
Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. 
Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details.

To list your event, please call  
01631 568000
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Trail West launch 
third album 
From the Sea to the City is 
Trail West’s third album, so 
I don’t imagine many readers 
of the Oban Times will need 
to be told who the band are or 
what to expect from them.
� is popular out� t from Tiree 
and South Uist (but based 
here in Glasgow) have been 
keeping us entertained all 
round the country for many 
years now.
� ey have just returned from 
HebCelt where everyone was 
rushing to grab their album 
and also, more noticeably, 
their new Trail West head-
bands which became ubiqui-
tous at the festival.
I have even seen a friend of 
mine on her hen do wearing 
one as a garter. So, as you can 
see, there exists a lot of love for 
Trail West - established over 
years of touring.
� is new album, however, 
has a fresh feel to it - with the 
addition of two new members 
of the band. Allan Nairn from 
Kintra in Ardnamurchan 
joins on the electric guitar, 
and Jonathan Gillespie from 
Glasgow (with strong con-
nections to Donegal) plays 
keyboard and sings.
Tampering with a four-piece 

line up that has worked so well 
for many years was perhaps 
a bold move, but it has really 
paid o�  for the boys - with 
their popularity soaring in the 
weeks since the album release.
� e reason for this, I think, is 
that the new line-up expands 
upon rather than detracts from 
what was there already. � e 
fundamentals of their sound 
(west coast pipe tunes and 
melodic Highland and Irish 
songs) remain unchanged 
despite the more elaborate 
arrangements brought about 
by the extra instrumentation.

� e fresh approach is obvious 
from the very � rst track which 
begins with an intricate piano 
introduction before the pipes 
and box enter with a cracking 
wee tune from the pen of 
� ddler Alasdair White of the 
Battle� eld Band.
� is track is entitled Bernie’s 
Second Debut, a� er an unfor-
tunate turn of phrase coined 
by accordionist Ian Smith’s 
wee brother on his second 
performance with the band at 
Tiree Music Festival.
� ere follows two songs 
– MacAlpine’s Fusiliers 

from the familiar vocals of 
Seonaidh MacIntyre from 
South Uist; and then new 
vocalist Jonathan Gillespie 
is introduced with a � ne 
rendition of a brilliant Andy 
M Stewart song, Take Her in 
your Arms.
� ere are more songs on this 
album than on either of the 
band’s previous two releases 
- and why shouldn’t there be 
when they have two vocalists 
of such calibre to choose from?
Other highlights are 
Seonaidh’s heartfelt rendition 
of Mo Ghruagach Dhonn 
which, in comparison to the 
big arrangements of the other 
tracks, is stripped right back 
just to acoustic guitar for the 
opening verses; and the in-
credibly tight playing between 
Seonaidh’s pipes and Ian’s box 
(to which we have all become 
accustomed) on tracks such as 
� e Tayvallich Turkey.
Seonaidh also has a self-
penned song on the album 
called Take Me Home, which 
I think is sure to become a 
staple festival sing-along in 
the coming months and years.
Produced by Ross Wilson, 
who has produced all their 
albums to date, I think this is 
yet another great release from 
the TW boys and one that I 
would heartily recommend to 
anybody.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 201844  LEISURE

Dust o� your platforms, 
look out your �ares and join 
Abbamania at Oban’s Corran 
Halls next week.

For a taste of super group 
ABBA’s top live songs, 
Europe’s leading tribute band 
Abbamania will play for one 
night only tomorrow (Friday 
July 27).

Abbamania’s widely 
acclaimed tribute is a 
sensational two-hour show, 
featuring record breaking 
and timeless hits from 
Waterloo to Dancing Queen, 
Mamma Mia, Fernando and 
Chiquitita – all of which 
will have you dancing in the 
aisles.

Abbamania’s aim is to 
recreate how a live concert 
would have felt all those 
years ago, bringing the best 
in vocals, musicianship and 
musical arrangements.

�is show has been going 
since 1999 and is the long-
est-running ABBA tribute 
concert in the world. �ey 

have been together longer 
than ABBA.

Abbamania has worked 
meticulously to try to rec-
reate the most accurate and 
authentic live Abba concert 
possible.

A spokesperson for the 

show said: ‘Our aim is for you 
to experience how a live con-
cert would have felt all those 
years ago, bringing you the 
best in vocals, musicianship 
and musical arrangements.

‘We wanted to capture the 
true essence, energy and 

excitement of what it would 
have been like to have expe-
rienced this truly wonderful 
eight-piece live band in 
concert.’

For more information or 
to book tickets call the box 
o�ce on 01631 567333.

Argyll dancing queens 
to jive live in Oban

Exhibition explores 
Argyll land and sea
A new body of work by re-
nowned Scottish textile artist 
Jane Hunter will go on show 
at Tighnabruaich Gallery on 
Saturday July 28.

�e exhibition is inspired 
by the geology, landscape and 
seascape of Argyll’s Secret 
Coast, where the gallery is 
located.

Jane Hunter is a Scottish 
textile artist, inspired by 
landscape, geology, maps and 
data.  

She predominantly works 
with cloth and threads, along 
with techniques of appliqué 
and embroidery, to create 
artworks which present the 
physical, human and polit-
ical landscape from a new 
perspective.

In 2017, Tighnabruaich 
Gallery invited Jane to spend 
time on Argyll’s Secret Coast  
to research the landscape and 
coastline to create a new body 
of work.   Her exhibition, 
Hush, is the beautiful and 
visually exciting outcome of 
that year.

Jane said: ‘With  Hush, my 
intention was to explore how 

aspects of the landscape had 
been formed – from ancient 
earth movements and the 
geological building blocks, to 
the sculpting of the rocks by 
water, wind and ice. How has 
this resulted in, or dictated, 
the land being used? What 
are the human forces that 
are changing or conserving 
aspects of the place?

‘I hope Hush encourages 
the audience to connect 
with the physical place and, 
ultimately, feel a deeper 
understanding and connec-
tion with this breathtaking 
landscape.’

Argyll’s Secret Coast, on 
the Cowal Peninsula, sits 
just on the north side of the 
Highland boundary fault. It 
is a mountainous area with 
deep sea lochs and glaciated 
valleys, making it a beautiful 
and perfect location for 
sailing.

Hush: A Quiet Exploration 
of the Cowal Peninsula, in 
Textiles, by  Jane Hunter, is 
in  Tighnabruaich Gallery 
from  Saturday July 28 until 
Sunday September 2.

The tribute band 
are in Oban 
tomorrow.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 26 T-IUCHAR / 
THURSDAY 26 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt) 
21.00    Bruadar a’ Bhais (rpt)
22.00    The Quay Sessions – C Macleod (rpt)
22.25    Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22.30  JFK - Na Làithean Mora (rpt)
23.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Canan 
(rpt)
23.30 Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)

DIHAOINE 27 AN T-IUCHAR / 
FRIDAY 27 JULY
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.05 ÙR | NEW: De a-nis? 
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00    An Là - News  
19.30     Prosbaig (rpt) 
20.00 Òrain Oir (rpt)
20.30 Binneas – Na Trads (Docsa) (rpt)
20.35 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
21.00    The Northern Lights (rpt)
21.50 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
21.55 Hinterland (rpt)
23.25 Belladrum 2017: Dub Pistols (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 28 T-IUCHAR / 
SATURDAY 28 JULY
16.00    ÙR | NEW: Camanachd Beò 
18.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.30    Machair (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
20.00    Prosbaig (rpt)

20.30  Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2017: 
Cridhe Tartan Highlights 
22.15     JFK - Na Làithean Mora (rpt)
23.00 A gu U: An do Bhlais thu? (rpt)
24.00 Gun Sgot? (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 29 T-IUCHAR / 
SUNDAY 29 JULY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30    ÙR | NEW: Seachd La – News 
Review
19.30 Alleluia (rpt)
20.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt) 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00 Gruth is Uachdar (rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2017: Twin Atlantic (rpt)
22.30 Hinterland (rpt)

DILUAIN 30 T-IUCHAR / 
MONDAY 30 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30 Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Bus Ghlaschu
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Bhan na Sgìre (rpt)
22.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
22.30 Air an Rathad (rpt)
23.30 The Quay Sessions – Adam Holmes + 
The Embers (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 31 T-IUCHAR / 
TUESDAY 31 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00   Na Dròbhairean (rpt)  

19.30    Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt) 
21.45    Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: 
Canan (rpt)
22.00  Trusadh – Bhan na Sgìre (rpt)
23.00 Òrain Oir (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 01 LUNASTAL / 
WEDNESDAY 01 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30   Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt) 
19.54 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00    Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.00    Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)
22.30 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
23.00 Bruadar a’ Bhais (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 02 LUNASTAL / 
THURSDAY 02 AUGUST
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt) 
21.00    Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)
21.30    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum: Cridhe 
Tartan 2018 (rpt)
23.00  JFK - Na Làithean Mora (rpt)
23.50 Binneas – Na Trads (Duncan 
Chisholm) (rpt)

malts OF THE month

This autumn Diageo will release a 
collection of Game of Thrones-inspired 
single malts from its stable of distilleries, 
including Oban, Talisker, Lagavulin, 
Cardhu, Royal Lochnagar, Dalwhinnie, 
Clynelish and The Singleton.

Each bottling is expected to be named 
after the seven Great Houses of the Seven 
Kingdoms – Stark, Targaryen, Lannister, 
Tyrell, Bolton, Baratheon and Martell 
– as well as the Night’s Watch, an army 
defending The Wall against the wildlings 
beyond. The eighth and � nal series of 
Game of Thrones airs in 2019.

Meanwhile, around the world – literally 
– Australian whisky distiller Starward is 
maturing a cask aboard the Cunard cruise 
ship Queen Elizabeth as she circles the 
globe, before returning to Melbourne to 
be bottled and auctioned for charity.

On its 12-month journey, the 225-litre 
ex-Shiraz French oak barrique, to be 
known as The Seafarer, has travelled to 
Japan, Southeast Asia, Cape Town and 
the UK, and will stop in the US.

Bolted down on top deck, the two-year-
old malt will be exposed to changing 
climates, the motion of the oceans and 
the salty sea air.

Starward’s founder David Vitale said: 
‘It’ll be interesting to see what happens 
when it returns to the distillery.’

A companion barrel was � lled on 
the same day, and will remain at the 
Melbourne distillery, to be tasted against 
The Seafarer on its return.

Back home in Scotland, this month saw 
World Chocolate Day and a Scallywag 
Chocolate Edition whisky released 
by Douglas Laing and Co, said to be 
‘dram-packed with decadent notes of 
rich mocha, caramelised nuts and dark 
chocolate shavings’.

The 70cl bottles of 2009 vintage blend-
ed malt, sold for £50 at the independent 
bottler’s website, depict the Scallywag 
fox terrier on a melted chocolate back-
ground. On the west coast, four remote 

island distilleries have collaborated with 
CalMac to form the Hebridean Whisky 
Trail, connecting Talisker and Torabhaig 
on Skye, the new Isle of Raasay Distillery, 
and the community-owned Isle of Harris 
Distillery in Tarbert. CalMac ferries o� ers 
a � exible Hopscotch ticket, valid for 31 
days from the date of the � rst journey, 
which can be used in either direction 
along the chosen route.

Bowmore has released the � nal part of 
its Vintner’s Trilogy series, which explores 
the combination of the Islay single malt 
with ex-wine, sherry and port casks. 
Last year two were released: a Bowmore 
18-year-old double matured manza-
nilla and a Bowmore 26-year-old wine 
matured. Completing the set this year is 
the 27-year-old Bowmore old port cask, 
which has spent 13 years in ex-Bourbon 
barrels before being transferred to port 
pipes for another 14 years.

The Isle of Arran distillery released a 
20-year-old sherried single malt called 
Brodick Bay as the � rst in its Explorer 
series, replacing its Smugglers series 
celebrated Arran’s illicit whisky history. 
Brodick Bay is described as containing 
notes of ‘creamy to� ee’ and ‘treacle-laced 
fudge’, resulting in ‘a memorable 
sweetness with rich layers of intense 
fruit’.

Whisky is coming

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFT

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Yo u r  l o c a l  r a d i o  l i s t i n g s

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 
08.10 Breakfast Show, 9.00 
Monday Morning  with  Ste-
phen, 11.00 Ian Simmonds  
on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 
19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling 
with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 
John McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 
David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday 
Morning, 13.00 Macky on 
FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise 
- Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 
Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug 
Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort 
Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 
17.00 Drivetime with Camp-

bell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 
Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 
Molly Black, 13.00 Molly’s 
Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with 
Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  
with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 
Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christines 
Collection, 20.00 Christine’s 
CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22.00  Margo Till  
Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 17.30  
Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 

20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    
Saturday Morning, 12.00 
Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat 
Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday 
Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream 
Team, 19.00 Sounds Scottish 
with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till 
Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday 
Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 
Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 
Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s 
Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 
New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & 
Bass - Graham Scott, 23.00 
Station Close Down

Two music festivals in 
Argyll and Bute are hoping 
for bumper years this 
September with the support 
of VisitScotland.

Best of the West Fest and 
Jura Music Festival are two of 
13 events across Scotland to be 
awarded a share of £133,030 
from EventScotland, part of 
the national tourism organ-
isation’s Events Directorate, 
in round 38 of the National 
Programme Fund.

Best of the West (BOWFest), 
taking place at Inveraray 
Castle from September 
7-9, has received £6,000 for 
additional infrastructure to 
increase the event’s capacity. 
Now in its eighth year, this 
is the second year the festival 
has received EventScotland 
funding as it showcases the 
produce, music and artistry 
of the west coast to a national 
and international audience of 
all ages.

Jura
high

Skipinnish play last year’s BOWFest.

The strings of the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra visited 
Lochaber High School on 
Saturday, as a part of their 
summer tour.

The 24-strong ensemble 
played a varied programme 
of music from the 17th 
to the 21st century, 
although their dynamic 
leader, Benjamin Marquise 
Gilmore, explained that 
it had been chosen to 
complement the centre 
piece, which featured the 
UK premiere (repeated in 
each of its tour venues) of 
a concerto for theorbo by 
the contemporary Welsh 
composer Stephen Goss.

The theorbo is an 
instrument developed in 
the 17th century mainly to 
accompany other musi-
cians, which looks like an 
overgrown lute on steroids.

Goss’s work is, apparent-
ly, the first solo concerto 
written for the instrument, 
and dedicated to soloist  
Matthew Wadsworth.

Although modern in 
character, the concerto 
referenced earlier periods 
of music and had an 
unusual structure of four 
movements interspersed 
by three interludes for 
theorbo, double bass and 
one other solo instrument: 
violin, cello and viola 
respectively.

The piece was both acces-
sible and enjoyable and this 
listener would very much 
welcome the opportunity 
to hear it again. 

I gather that Matthew 

Wadsworth will be 
recording the work with 
the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra later in the year.

Those familiar with 
the repertoire for string 
orchestra will no doubt 
have welcomed some old 
favourites among the other 
works in the programme.

A reduced orchestra 
began the concert with 
Purcell’s well-known 
Chacony and the second 
half began with a concerto 
by Francesco Geminiani, 
the virtuosic solos being 
supplied by members of the 
orchestra.

We were given a very 
exciting and energetic 
performance of Peter 
Warlock’s Capriol Suite, 
a hauntingly beautiful 
rendition of the Sting 
Symphony No 10 in B 
minor by Mendelssohn and 
the concert ended with a 
thrilling account of the 
well-known Holberg Suite 
by Grieg.

All in all, it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
concert. I was told it was 
six years since the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra last 
visited Fort William. Let 
us hope it is not another 
six before this fine body of 
musicians visit again.

Nigel Cropper

Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra strings 
entertain at 
Lochaber high

VISITUS
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k



�e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 2018 LEISURE  47

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

Across

1 Sound (7)

5 Shade of brown (5)

8 Singing group (5)

9 Experience (7)

10 Essential (13)

11 Beetle (6)

12 Mars (6)

15 Agreeably (4-9)

18 Implant deeply (7)

19 Sumerian god of the moon (5)

20 Variety (5)

21 Underwater aparatus to breathe in (7)

Down

1 Chinese fruit (5)

2 One from Newcastle (7)

3 What you're called (9,4)

4 Plant with Hardy? (6)

5 Way of working (5,8)

6 Type of bean (5)

7 Orbital extremes (7)

11 Scolding (7)

13 Paragraph starting places (7)

14 A group who share a culture (6)

16 Large musical instrument (5)

17 Crave (5)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

and BOWFest hit
note with funding

Jura Music Festival, cele-
brating its 25th anniversary, 
has been awarded £8,000 for 
new infrastructure, improved 
transport provision and 
marketing. Taking place 
from September 21-23, this 
traditional music festival is 
run by a group of community 
volunteers who aim to bring 
well-established bands to the 
island and showcase emerg-
ing talent.

With both festivals fea-
turing the talents of young 
people, their funding boosts 
are apt in this Year of Young 
People 2018. �e latest in the 
Scottish Government’s series 
of themed years, it will inspire 
Scotland through its young 
people aged eight to 26, cel-
ebrating their achievements, 
valuing their contributions 
to communities and creating 

new opportunities for them 
to shine locally, nationally 
and globally.

EventScotland’s National 
Programme Fund supports 
the strategic development of 
events which occur away from 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, with 
the aim of driving domestic 
tourism, delivering economic 
impact for local communities 
and generating media pro�le 
for Scotland.

David Adams McGilp, 
VisitScotland’s regional 
director, said: ‘BOWFest 
and Jura Music Festival 
are world-renowned events 
which highlight the wonder-
ful cultural o�ering in Argyll 
and the Isles.

‘I am delighted to hear they 
have received funding from 
EventScotland’s National 
Programme Fund so they can 

continue to showcase why 
this region, and Scotland, is 
the perfect stage for events.

‘Investment is key to en-
suring we create world-class 
events and experiences for 
our visitors so they keep 
coming here year a�er year. 
Tourism is more than a 
holiday experience – it is 
the heartbeat of the Scottish 
economy and touches every 
community, generating in-
come, jobs and social change.’

John Patrick, from 
BOWFest, added: ‘It’s great 
to receive this support from 
EventScotland. Best of the 
West is all about showcasing 
west coast food, drink, music 
and cra�s to people from all 
over the world and this vital 
funding will help us make 
this the biggest festival yet.

‘I’m very excited to 

welcome many locals and 
visitors to Inveraray Castle 
in September where they will 
see �rst-hand just what the 
west of Scotland has to o�er.’

Joan Moran, who chairs 
the Jura Music Festival, said: 
‘We are delighted to have 
received an award to assist 
our continued staying of Jura 
Music Festival. �e award 
has helped us enhance the 
infrastructure for the festival.

‘We are proud to say the 
festival has now reached 25 
years of encouraging and 
showcasing established and 
up-and-coming young tradi-
tional musicians.

‘We believe we will continue 
to attract an audience from 
further a�eld as our popular-
ity has, and is growing. We 
look forward to welcoming 
visitors in September.’

Audiences had a great time.

Skipinnish play last year’s BOWFest.
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FARMING
Stirling – United Auctions on 
� ursday July 19 sold 4,008 
prime sheep comprising of 
2,548 prime lambs selling to an 
average of 182.60p and 1,460 
ewes and rams.
West and Central Su� olk club 
show of prime lambs ably judged 
by Mr A Argo, champion pen 
from Mr C W  Smith, South 
Flanders at £110. Reserve 
champion M/s P J Johnston, 
Glenrig, £85.
New season lambs (2,548) 
– South Flanders (Tex) £108; 
Wester Kepdowrie (BTex) £101.; 
South Flanders (Su� ) £100; 
North� eld (Cross) £95; Keil 
(Char) £90; Knock O Ronald 
(Mule ) £86; High Mildovan 
(Chav/Mule) £73.
New season lambs (2,548) – 
Wester Kepdowrie (BTex) 224p; 
Kinloch (Tex) 222p; South 
Flanders (Suf) 202p; Gaisland 
(Char) 188p; North� eld (179p; 
Knock O Ronald (Mule) 179p; 
High Mildovan (Chav/Mule) 
173p.
Ewes (1,460) – Halbeath 
(Tex) £136; Scart (BTex) £100; 
Loanstone Mains (Su� ) £85; 
Lochend (Mule) £82; Lillyburn 
(BFL) £80; Darroch (Cross) 
£76.00; Spring� eld (BF) £56.
Rams – Lochend (BFL) 
£104; Spring� eld (Tex) £100; 
Loanstone Mains (Su� ) £90; 
West Lundie (Btex) £57; 
Dollarbank (BF) £50.

Stirling – United Auctions on 
Wednesday July 18 sold 475 store 
cattle and 138 cast cows.
Bullocks (218) -averaged 208.20p 
to 237.20p per kg for a 430kg 
CHX from Mid Knockglass and 
£1,295 for a 592kg CHX from 
Mid Knockglass.
Heifers (225) – averaged 199.40p 
to 228.60p per kg for a 420kg 
AAX from West Park and £1,255 
for a 606kg CHX from Gillmill.
B&W Bullocks (32) - averaged 
134.10p to 141.3p per kg for 
a 474kg HFX from High 
Craichmore and £650 for 
a 474kg HFX from High 
Craichmore.
Beef cows (107) - averaged 
132.70p to 182.60p per kg for a 
LimX from Carslae and £1,490 
for a CHX from Todpark.
Dairy cows (19) - averaged 88.8p 
to 103.80p per kg for a HFX from 
Wester Lochdrum and £845 for 
a HFX from Norrieston.
Forward cattle (12) – averaged 

188.90p to 207.20p per kg for a 
LimX from Carslae and £1,330 
for a CHX from Balthayock.
Bullocks: Up to 250kgs- 
Whitriggs £160, 121.2p; 
251-300kgs - Mains of Struie 
£630, 212.8p; 301-350kgs - 
Blairmulloch £745, 234.3p; 
351-400kgs - Blairmulloch 
£875, Woodneuk 226.2p; 
401-450kgs - Mid Knockglass 
£1,020, 237.2p; 451-500kgs - Mid 
Knockglass £1,135, 229.8p; 
501-551kgs - Cowans £1,155, 
Low Skeog 226.3p; 552-601kgs 
- Mid Knockglass £1,295, 218.8p, 
602-651kgs - Glenartney £1,260, 
Crookedstonemuir £1,260, 
209.3p.
Heifers: 251-300kgs - Mains of 
Struie £530, 190.0p; 301-350kg 
- Low Skeog £700, Gateside 
206.4p; 351-400kgs - Craigdhu 
£825, Newpark 210.0p; 401-
450kgs - West Park £960, 228.6p; 
451-500kgs - West Park £1,070, 
Clydeside 215.9p; 501-551kgs - 
Glencartney £1,120, Low Skeog 
214.7p; 552-601kgs - Todpark 
£1,240, 211.6p; Gillmill £1,255, 
207.1p.

Stirling – Caledonian Marts on 
� ursday July 19 sold 206 cattle, 
comprising 96 bullocks, heifers 
and young bulls, 85 cast cows 
and bulls, and 25 calves and 
stirks.
A plainer show of cattle to that of 
last week would be slightly easier 
on the week.
Prime heifers sold to 260ppkg 
for a Limousin from W Dandie 
and Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn 
purchased by Robert Alexander 
Ltd, Port Glasgow and to £1,616 
for a Charolais from D S and R 
C Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill, 
Muthill to Hugh A Black and 
Sons.
Prime bullocks sold to 245p 
for a Limousin from T H Gray, 
Balquharrage, Lennoxtown to W 
W Wales Ltd, Kilmarnock and 
to £1,732 for a Limousin from J 
Brown, Greencraig, Falkirk.
Other leading prices:-
Heifers per kilo:
258p and 255p Easter 
Ochtermuthill; 252p 
Balquharrage; 248p Mains of 
Cultmalundie and West Mains; 
(Grant) 245p and 242p Easter 
Ochtermuthill; 238p Learielaw; 
235p and 232p Nether Glinns 
and Mains of Cultmalundie; 
230p Turniemoon and 
Blairsgreen.

Bullocks per kilo:
242p and 238p Mains of 
Cultmalundie; 235p Classlochie; 
232p Newbigging of Ceres 
and Easterton (Owen); 230p 
Classlochie and Nether Glinns; 
228p Mawcarse, Newbigging of 
Ceres and Classlochie.
Bullocks per head:
£1,732 and £1,608 Greencraig; 
£1,570 Longhouse; £1,560 
Learielaw; £1,539 Nether 
Longford.
Heifers per head:
£1,594 Learielaw; £1,590 
Greencraig; £1,555 Mains of 
Cultmalundie; £1,528 Learielaw.
Also forward were 85 cast cows 
and bulls.
Well � eshed cows still in good 
demand, leaner types slightly 
harder to cash.
Beef cows averaged 133p selling 
to 196.5p for a Limousin from 
D and L Graham, Mains of 
Burnbank, Blairdrummond and 
to £1,580 from the same home.
Dairy cows averaged 99p 
selling to 140p from H Harper, 
Kaimhill, Bridge of Weir and to 
£880 from the same home.
Cast males averaged 123p selling 
to 147p for a Blonde D’Aquitaine 
from Blairsgreen Farm Ltd, 
Saline and to £1,580 for the same 
beast.
Other leading prices:
Beef cows per head: £1,410 
Mains of Burnbank; £1,400 
and £1360 Airthrey Kerse; 
£1,350 Learielaw; £1,260 Mains 
of � rosk; £1,200 and £1,190 
Learielaw.
Dairy cows per head:
£810 � e Glen; £760 Kaimhill; 
£700 Glenrigg; £690 Kaimhill;
Beef cows per kilo:
195p Learielaw; 186p Pitcairn; 
178p Mains of � rosk; 177p 
Pitcairn; 174p Learielaw (twice); 
170p Mains of Burnbank.
Dairy cows per kilo:
133p Kaimhill; 120p Mid 
Rossburn; 113p Kaimhill; 112p 
South Lanridge; 108p Glenrigg; 
107p � e Glen.
Cast males:
£1,370 Airthrey Kerse (BB); 
£1,270 Templehall (Sim); £1,190 
Kaimhill (Fries).
Also forward were 25 calves and 
stirks at the fortnightly sale.
Top price of the day went to 
R Graham and Son, Airthrey 
Kerse for an eight-month-old 
Limousin bull realising £770.
Other leading prices;
Bull calves:
Lim £475 Airthrey Kerse.

Around the markets

Cian Macdougall, Isabella Cook, Ruairidh 
and Alasdair MacLean-Fleming, Donald 
Maccormick and Hazel Maccormick. 
15_T30_Lismore Show_12

Laura Cook and Brona MacDougall.
15_T30_Lismore Show_04

Champion of champions: 
Angus Barr, Archie McGillivray, 
Charlie Smith, Davie Gray, Calum 
McGillivray and Heather Gray.
15_T30_Lismore Show_13

Iris Piers of Tirfuir sold homebaking.
15_T30_Lismore Show_03

Iris MacColl and Anne Livingstone. 
15_T30_Lismore Show_11
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E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Carrie-Anne 
Clark from 
Mull with 
champion 
dog Indy 
and Marie 
Carmichael 
with reserve 
champ Luna.
15_T30_Lismore 

Show_26

Sheep 
judging 
raised a 
few smiles. 
15_T30_Lismore 
Show_31

Below: 
Livestock 
breeders 
watch on. 
15_T30_Lismore 
Show_32

Farming fun at 
Lismore Show

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

� e Isle of Lismore’s ‘friend-
ly’ agricultural show con-
tinues to grow, welcoming 
many to Craiganich to Hang 
the Gate or sample A Mad 
Marking.

Organiser Neil Carmichael 
was relieved by the much dri-
er weather this year, pointing 
to the deep trench le�  at the 
entrance of the beer tent - or 
� e Farmers’ Den.

Despite the island’s small 
population of 185 or so, the 
numbers of competitors 
and visitors have increased 
steadily since the show was 
revived three years ago a� er 
a gap of 78 years.

Farmers on Lismore, which 
means ‘great garden’ in 
Gaelic, held their last one in 
1938, when it was interrupt-
ed by the Second World War.

‘It is growing,’ Neil said. ‘It 
is now � xed in the calendar. 
Everybody seems to enjoy 
themselves. You see people 
who are 90 years old and 
people who are three years 
old entering. It is good to see 
people you have not seen in 
a while.’

Funds raised by the 
committee at a race night in 
January bought an in� atable 
bungee run costing £1,400, 

which proved popular with 
young and old, and the 
island’s ra�  race and sports 
follows on Saturday.

Lismore Primary School 
Parent Council ran a tombo-
la to fundraise to upkeep the 
new playpark, costing up to 
£400 per year: a target which 
they smashed with an ‘over-
whelming’ total of £484.

Beside the traditional class-
es of Blackface, purebred and 
cross sheep and breeding 
cattle, competitors vied to 
produce the best warrior’s 
shield, salt dough animal, 
bedroom door sign, paper 
plate snake and sock puppet.

� e photography featured 
one class called ‘caught in 
the act’, and dogs had to 
present the best smile and 
waggiest tail. � is year’s 
signature bake was gin and 
orange scones.

Meanwhile, Laura Cook 
and Brona MacDougall’s 
Lismore-inspired cocktail 
stall o� ered � e Cailleach’s 
Tongue of whisky, sugar 
and lime ‘blended together 
to bring you to your senses’, 
A Mad Marking of Lismore 
crab apple vodka, home-
made berry cordial, � zz and 
lemonade, and Not Another 
Bag O’ Lambs: ‘A warm 
whisky, served in a dirty 
glass. A perfect end to a long 

day lambing.’
� is year’s show featured 

an import from South Uist: 
a simple game called Hang 
the Gate, where contenders 
must re-hang a heavy, metal 
gate back on its hinges in 
the quickest time, o� en to 
encouraging chants such 
as ‘the last ferry is at six’ 
or ‘hurry up or you’ll miss 
breakfast’.

A delighted Kari MacLeod, 
who went to school in Oban, 
won the women’s fastest 
time, plus a bottle of � zz and 
packet of porridge oats, in 21 
seconds.

� e men managed times 
ranging from 10 seconds 
to one and a half strained 
minutes, until William Kelly 
stepped up and replaced the 
gate easily in four seconds 
� at.

� e champion cattle prize 
was won by a Limousin 
cross heifer calf belonging 
to Jim MacCormick of 
Balnagowan, while Archie 
‘Skinny’ McGillivray of 
Achuaran Farm’s ewe lamb 
won champion sheep, and 
eventually champion of 
champions.

Islander Harry Morton 
said: ‘Farming is the main 
economy on the island. 
What comes o�  the island is 
incredible.’

Alex Gregory from Oban pays 
close attention to his sheep. 
15_T30_Lismore Show_17

Davie Gray and Kara Willis give 
it their all on the bungee run. 
15_T30_Lismore Show_22

SHEEP 
CLIPPING
All Flock Sizes

Contact 
Graeme 

McCulloch
0777 1605758

Tel: 01586 553230

MARSHALL 14 TON DUMP TRAILER

Year 2007, very 
good order

£4,500



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 201850  MOTORING
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all types 

of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 3490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and 

all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition 
and reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures etc considered.  

Will collect. 
Te 07546
 788945

WANTED
All touring 

caravans and 
motor homes, 
campers etc, 
high mileage, 
MOT failures 
or damp, all 

considered, any 
make or model, 

will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models wanted. Guaranteed best 
price, no hassle, free collection anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 
Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, 

Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, 
Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  

4X4 Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly 
new or old, any conditions from perfect to written o� , non runners, 
rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown engine, overheating etc. Cash 

in hand, no hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

Tel 07437 408237

NISSAN NAVARA TEKNA
September
2016
24,000 miles
Towbar 
Full service
history
Immaculate 
condition

£18,995
NO VAT

Tel: 07789 040811

PEUGEOT AUTOSLEEPER
Camper Van
Registered 2000, 
2L Petrol, 91,700 
miles, Fridge, 
Cooker, Toilet, 
Shower. New 
exhaust, great 
running van

£10,950
ONO

Tel 01852 300200

STORMCATS 16’6” SEA ANGLER

INDESPENSION TRAILER, 4HP YAMAHA O/B, 
12L REMOTE TANK OARS. £3,950 ONO

Tel 07760 400153

64 VOLKSWAGEN
Type 1, diesel, 
MOT until 
January 2019, 
43,000 miles.

£13,500
ONO

SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST 11AM
BOATS, ENGINES, TRAILERS, ETC...

DIVE CENTRE CAR PARK, ARGYLL CARAVAN PARK, INVERARAY

07967 410463 (AFTER 5PM)

WORKSHOP
CLEARANCE

SALE



Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB  Tel/fax - 01397 772404

MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs / Terraclean / Air Con Regas

Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin - Salesman)
For full details view out website – slipwayautos.co.uk/sales

We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements. Most vehicles come with warranty.   
Finance available on request.

**ADDITIONAL £100 OF ALL MODELS ON PRODUCING THIS ADVERT**
MORE MODELS (MANUAL AND AUTOMATIC) ARRIVING SOON

16 Subaru Outback 2lD, 5 DR h/b 4x4, 22,515 Miles ................................................£17,995
66 VW Caddy Van 2.0 Tdi, 37,180 miles ..........................................................£9,645 + VAT
15 Skoda Octavia SE Tdi, 5 door h/back (Blue)  - 45,447 miles .................................£9,450
15 VW Polo SE TSi, 5 door h/back (White)  -  29,172 miles .........................................£9,350
65 Peugeot 208 Allure, 5 door h/back (Orange)  - 7,187 miles ...................................£9,650
64 Nissan Duke, 5 door h/back (Red) – 9,430 miles.........  .........................................£10,950
64 VW Golf Match Tsi 1.4, 5 door h/back (Dark Blue) – 23,241 miles ......................£12,650
64 VW Move Up, 5 door h/back (Blue)  -  25,606 mies .................................................£6,190
13 VX Astra Elite 1.6, 5 door h/back (Red)  -  21,000 miles .........................................£7,495
63 Ford Focus Zetec (Auto) , 5 door estate (Black)  -  24,995 miles ..........................£8,195
62 Nissan Note N-Tec 1.4, 5 door h/back (Sliver)  -  9,682 miles ................................£6,900
85 Honda Nighthawk Motorcycle 450cc .....................................................................£550

SLIPWAY AUTOS AND PRACTICAL CAR RENTAL

Established in 1990, Slipway Autos 
and Practical Car Rental have been 
providing garage services to the 
Lochaber area for more than 28 
years.

Mechanical problems? Strange 
noises and rattles when your driving? 
Unexpected dents or scratches? 
Routine service? MOT? 

Their well-equipped garage and 
experienced staff will help keep you 
and your vehicle on the road.

Looking for a new second-hand 
vehicle?

No problem, Slipway Autos offer 
an extensive range of quality used 
cars for sale with fi nance options 

available, subject to status, and 
terms and conditions.

Looking to rent a vehicle for your 
holiday in the Highlands or has your 
own car let you down and you need 
to get around?

They have great prices and  a 
wide range of vehicles in their fl eet, 
from economy cars to 17-seater 
minibuses, with both manual and 
automatic transmissions available.

Whatever you vehicular needs, 
Slipway Autos can assist. Located 
on the A830, after passing through 
the centre of Corpach, turn left at 
the fi rst railway crossing at the BSW 
sawmill, and you will fi nd them there.

PICK-UP TRUCKS HEAD LIST OF BRITAIN’S ‘MOST 
DESIRABLE’ USED CAR IN 2018

MOST IN-DEMAND USED CARS
(at least 1,000 cars for sale since start of 2018)

VEHICLE
CarGurus Desirability Score
1. Ford Ranger 
2. Range Rover 
3. Audi Q7 
4. Land Rover Discovery 
5. Porsche 911 
6. Toyota Hilux 
7. Nissan Navara 
8. Volvo XC90 
9. BMW X5 
10. Mitsubishi L200

New ‘desirability score’ 
from CarGurus highlights 
the used cars most in-
demand with UK buyers.
Four pick-ups surprisingly 

feature in the top 10 with 
Ford Ranger leading the 
pack.
Dodge Nitro on list of 

the most desired rare 
Mmodels (under 100 for 
sale).
London, UK, July 24 – 

We might not necessarily 
need one, but it seems 
we’re a nation obsessed 
with pick-up trucks.
The Ford Ranger, Toyota 

Hi-Lux, Nissan Navara and 
Mitsubishi L200 surprisingly 
rank among the top 10 
most desired used cars on 
sale in Britain.

CarGurus, the online 
automotive marketplace 
created by TripAdvisor 
founder Langley Steinert, 
analysed the number 
of shoppers searching 
for every model with at 
least 1,000 cars for sale 
since the start of the year 
to create its ‘desirability 
score’.
While the top 10 

includes some expected 
highly-desired choices, 
such as luxury SUVs 
Range Rover and Audi 
Q7, it also features the 
unexpected. Data shows 
the Ford Ranger is the 
most in demand used 
car on sale this year with 
66 people searching for 
every model available. CarGurus has the fastest growing audience among large automotive shopping sites in the UK*  

Visit CarGurus at www.cargurus.co.uk.

MOST IN-DEMAND USED CARS 
(under 100 for sale on CarGurus since start of 2018)

VEHICLE
CarGurus Desirability Score
1. Maserati Quattroporte 
2. Bentley Arnage 
3. Audi RS4 Saloon 
4. Volkswagen California
5. Dodge Nitro 
6. Lamborghini Gallardo 
7. Audi RS7
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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

KO L E O S

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate deliveryready for immediate deliveryready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small 
selection of cars currently 
in our showrooms
USED CARS

18 Dacia Duster DCi Lau, 4x2, Black, 10 miles ..................................... £14,250

18 Dacia Stepway LAU TCe, Grey, 30 Miles .......................................... £10,750

18 Dacia Sandero AMB SCE, Mink, 30 Miles .......................................... £7,550

67 Renault Kadjar SIG NAV TCe, Black, 2500 miles .............................. £18,500

66 Renault Captur, DYN DCi NAV, 120,Black, 18,00 miles .................... £12,250

66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE titanium, 7,000 miles ............................ £10,550

66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver 6,000 miles ........................................ £8,950

66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90 Mars red, 6,000 miles ........................... £12,950

66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav white, 14,000 miles .................................. £9,750

16 Ford Focus Tit, Auto , Black, 9,000 miles ........................................ £11,500

65 Renault Captur TCe, DYN NAV, Cream, 18,500 miles ....................... £10,250

14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2  5dr, blue, 9,000 miles ................................. £7,350

14 Skoda Rapid TDi white, 27,000 miles ............................................... £7,500

14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 11,800 Miles ......................................................... £5,650

13 Jeep Compass LTD, CRD, White , 45,000 miles .................................. £8,950

13 Renault Megan DYN DCi TOMTOM EST Car, Black, 75,000 miles........ £5,750

13 Peugeot 107 Allure, Blue, 27,000 miles ............................................. £3,950

13 Nissan Note 1.4, Acenta, Blue,15,000 miles ..................................... £5,750

62 Fiat Panda lounge, 1.2, white, 55,000 miles ...................................... £3,950

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

Ford Mondeo         VW Polo          Honda Jaz 

Low deposit and � nance options available

Renault UK is supplying Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) with its fi rst electric cars 
as SNH begins its move towards a fully 
electric car pool fl eet as a way to reduce its 
emissions. SNH has purchased fi ve 100 per 
cent electric Renault ZOE, and Renault UK 
Regional EV expert Matt Kiziuk is going the 
extra (zero emission) mile by presenting EV 
best practice at three sites that the vehicles 
will be used from.
SNH, whose board is appointed directly by 
the Scottish Government, promotes, cares 
for and improves Scotland’s natural heritage. 
It advises the government on Scottish 
nature, habitats and wildlife, working to 
connect people with nature and encourage 
them to enjoy nature responsibly. Looking to 
the future, it promotes the sustainable use of 
natural assets and eco-friendly solutions to 
the current climate challenges to safeguard 
the environment for future generations.
This is why SNH has chosen Renault, with a 

range of ZE (zero emission) vehicles available, 
and, in particular, the Renault ZOE, which 
provides the optimum balance of range 
and cost-effectiveness. The organisation 
has purchased fi ve Renault ZOE to be used 
as part of its car pool fl eets in Edinburgh, 
Inverness, Perth and Golspie.
In order to support the roll-out of the electric 
vehicle carpool, Renault UK ZE expert 
Matt Kiziuk has presented best practice 
use as well as hints and tips to extend and 
maximise the range of electric vehicles. In 
2017, Renault UK appointed a ZE expert 
team to cover the UK. 
Employed specifi cally to support the 
Renault UK corporate fi eld team, they attend 
customer meetings to advise on whether a 
Renault ZE is the right vehicle for their needs. 
They can also make recommendations on 
charging infrastructure, likely running costs 
and taxation savings for both the fl eet owner 
and the driver.

Vincent Tourette, 
managing director, 
Groupe Renault UK 
said: ‘Being able to 
support Scottish 
Natural Heritage 
with the roll-out 
of their electric 
vehicle pool cars is 
something we are very proud of. We listened 
to our fl eet customers and introduced Fleet 
ZE experts in order to support fl eets in 
understanding the benefi ts and opportunities 
Renault ZE models can offer. 
‘It’s great to see that this initiative is proving 
to be successful.’
Sigmund Craig-Gould, Scottish Natural 
Heritage fl eet manager, said: ‘Climate 
change is a global concern, and we are 
trying to do our part to tackle its effects 
by reducing our carbon emissions. These 
zero emission electric vehicles will help us 

achieve our goals, and meet the Scottish 
Government’s target of phasing out petrol 
and diesel cars and vans by 2032.’
ZOE is the best-selling electric car in Europe 
and more than 6,000 ZOE have been sold 
since launching in the UK in 2013. ZOE is 
one of three models in Renault’s diverse 
electric vehicle range which also includes 
the Twizy quadricycle, the Kangoo Van ZE, 
Europe’s best selling electric van, and the 
forthcoming Master ZE large panel van.
For information on the Renault range, call 
WD Semple on 01499 302150

RENAULT AND SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE TEAM UP
TO INFLUENCE ELECTRIC VEHICLE USE AND POLICY
•  Scottish Natural Heritage takes delivery of fi ve 100 percent electric Renault ZOE
•  Renault UK EV expert supports launch of electric vehicle roll-out
•  Scottish Natural Heritage expects to have 100 per cent EV fl eet by 2026



S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR 
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN SPICER : 07831 808702

DIAMOND VIP EVENT
COME AND CELEBRATE OUR SUBARU

60TH ANNIVERSARY

Special Limited OFFER
from you local dealer S&S Services
FREE ACCESSORY PACK 

WORTH £1000
choose from Adventure, Protection or Pet

A FREE GIFT WORTH £20
FOR THE FIRST 50 EVENT ATTENDEES.

 £75 OFF YOUR NEXT SERVICE
(LIMITED AVAILABILITY)

 20% OFF ALL ACCESSORIES
 ENTRY INTO A COMPETITION TO 

WIN A SUBARU SUV FOR A YEAR
TO BOOK YOUR PLACE AT THIS EXCLUSIVE EVENT,

CALL S&S SERVICES  ON 01292 880080.

WITH S&S SERVICES - SUBARU UK’s No1 DEALER THURSDAY 2ND AUGUST 2018

We are excited to invite you to our 
exclusive  60th anniversary event. 
S&S Services  have a limited 
number of diamond anniversary 
XV, Forester and Outback which 
will be exclusively unveiled at this 
event The range offers exclusive 
additions to the Euro NCAP fi ve 
star rated cars as well as a choice 
of three accessory packs, free of 
charge from S&S Services. 

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS AT 
THE EVENT JUST FOR 
YOU:

Each vehicle features an exclusive 
diamond logo embossed leather 
headrest on the driver and front 
passenger seats.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

West Coast PROPERTIES

TEMPORARY LAND WANTED
I am seeking someone to loan me a small piece of land in the Oban or Mull 
area on which to put a luxury log cabin as a permanent home for myself, in 

return, the cabin will become your sole property to do with as you wish when I 
am no longer able to live in it.

This is a no risk offer with no costs to the landowner who retains full ownership 
of the land, a simple tenancy agreement is all that is required.

This 2 bedroom cabin needs no planning permission as it is classed as a 
mobile home, it is eco friendly and has a very low site impact, no concrete base 
or structures ,just a connection to main services. Log cabins are very attractive 

and cosy and have a life expectancy of 200 to 300 years.

My name is Tony Simpson I am 68, single and a very quiet person, I love the 
marine environment and as a retired mechanical and electronics engineer 

would like to become involved locally. My great grandmother and grandmother 
were both from Glasgow and my father served with the Black Watch during 

WW2, both parents ashes are buried in Oban.

If this offer is of interest then please telephone me to discuss it further
01782 623631 or mobile 07796 902713

House prices in Scotland have 
grown more quickly than the UK 
annual rate of 3.0 per cent in the 
year to May 2018. 

Latest statistics from the House 
Price Index show Scottish house 
prices grew by 4.9 per cent in the 
year to May 2018, down from 5.5 
per cent in the year to April 2018, 
Registers of Scotland said.

 ‘Average prices in Scotland 
continued their upward trend in 
May with an increase of 4.9 per 
cent when compared to May 2017. 

‘Average prices have been in-
creasing each month since March 
2016, when compared with the 
same month of the previous year,’ 
said Kenny Crawford, Registers of 
Scotland’s business development 
and information director

In Argyll and Bute, the average 
cost for May is £144,552 and in 
May 2017 was £132,536 – a rise 
of 9.1 per cent. For the Highland 
Council area, the prices show a 
rise of 5.3 per cent from £153,071 
to £161,170.

� e same � gures for the Western 

Isles, Na h-Eileanan Siar, show a 
jump from an average of £85,910 
to £106,073, a rise of 23.5 per 
cent, but this � gures comes with 
a warning: ‘Low numbers of sales 
transactions in some local au-
thorities, such as Orkney Islands, 
Na h-Eileanan Siar and Shetland 
Islands, can lead to volatility.’

When it comes to volumes, 
Argyll and Bute has seen a drop 
of 14.2 per cent in sales over the 
past 12 months; Highland saw 
sales rise by 3.9 per cent and in the 
Western Isles only 19 houses sold 
in May this year compared to 43 
the year before.

In Scotland, all property types 
showed an increase in average 
price in May 2018 when compared 
with the same month in the previ-
ous year. Terraced houses showed 
the biggest increase, rising by 5.6 
per cent in the year to May 2018 
to £123,000. � e average price of 
� ats and maisonettes showed an 
increase of 4.6 per cent in the year 
to May to £108,000; the smallest 
increase of all property types.

The latest statistics show a 
staggering rise in property prices 
in Scotland but the low amount of 
sales could account for this ‘blip’

Average prices have been 
increasing each month since 

March 2016, said Kenny Craw-
ford, Registers of Scotland. 

House prices growing fastest in Scotland
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Vacancies for

Personal Care Assistant 
(rates from £8.75/£10.50 per hour)

For older lady living in her own home in Oban.  
Assistance required from experienced social 
care workers with personal care and everyday 
living.  Potential live-in and visiting vacancies 
available.  

For more information please call on 
07425813784 or email your CV to 

adresponse17@obaninargyll.co.uk.

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and 
ambition, we can o� er you an exciting and rewarding 
career with one of Scotland’s foremost independent 
newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range 
of award winning publications, o� ering high quality 
advertising packages to local businesses.
You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to work for 
a professional company that believes in rewarding 
success and e� ort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full CV and contact 
details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN
£  Excellent Basic 
+ £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension 
+ Good Holidays

Bield Job Opportunities
Bield Housing have 2 exciting opportunities at our 
retirement housing developments in Oban. We 
are looking for a Cook for our meals service, 21 
hours per week Fri to Sun, and an Assistant to 
undertake a range of cleaning of duties, 17.5hours 
per week Mon to Fri. Each role £16,599 FTE. 

Apply via www.bield.co.uk. 
Closing date 5th August 2018.

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Engineering Workshop Assistant/
Stock Controller
Oban, Argyll  

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon. We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal development paths which build 
into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing 
our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would 
very much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for an Engineering Workshop Assistant/
Stock Controller to support the Engineering Team by maintaining a 
fully controlled and stocked engineering store.

The successful candidate will ensure that the workshop is 
maintained at all times and stock levels are monitored and controlled.  
You will be required to assist with workshop repairs to SSF plant, net 
washing equipment and vessels. With a keen detail to H&S, you will 
also be responsible for ensuring H&S compliance and safe systems 
of work are in operation.

Some tasks will require the use of a forklift, therefore a current, valid 
counterbalance and telescopic forklift licence is required.  HPDE 
plastic welding experience would also be beneficial to support the 
refurbishment program to our fleet of personnel vessels and plastic 
cages.  

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive salary dependant 
on experience along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational 
health support, subsidised gym membership and cycle to work 
scheme.  A current driving licence is essential. 

To find out more please contact Claire Scott HR Coordinator on 
01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for an 
application pack.

Closing date: Friday 10th August 2018

Housekeeping/
Laundry Assistant

Two positions available; 
30 hours and 20 hours per week. 

Care Assistant - Full time and 
part time hours available

Contact Georgina Taylor on 
01631 720278 or email 

admin.lynnoflorne@westcoastcare.co.uk for 
an application form or more information

Noremac Argyll require the following
4x fully qualifi ed joiners

3x skilled labourers
for contracts throughout Argyll

Price work & day rates available
contact through www.noremacargyll.com

call Charlie 07717 437501

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF 
this is a low resolution pdf for proofing purposes

Full-time Plant Fitter required for 
busy plant hire company.  Ideally 
suited to person with experience 
of maintaining construction 
machinery and tools but all 
candidates will be considered.  A 
full driving licence is required.
Role:
• Inspect all items when off-hired
• Repair and routine servicing of 
all types of construction plant and 
small tools
• Keep accurate service and 
maintenance records

• Managing and prioritising 
daily workload to ensure all tasks 
completed efficiently 
• Travel to client sites for 
maintenance/breakdowns
Salary & Benefits
• Competitive rate of pay
• 40 hour week with regular 
overtime available
• Workplace pension scheme
For further information phone 
Irene on 01397 772333.
Applications by email to  
info@campbellplant.co.uk

EXPERIENCED PLANT FITTER



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26July, 2018 RECRUITMENT  57

RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

QUALIFIED ACCOUNTANT
We are a leading independent firm of Chartered Accountants in the 
Highlands and Islands. We operate across offices in Oban, Fort William 
and Tobermory with our team of 5 partners and over 40 staff.

A great opportunity has arisen within our team to work with a diverse 
portfolio of owner managed businesses, providing commercially 
focused business and taxation advice to our clients. Whilst the majority 
of the varied role will be the provision of high quality general accounting 
and taxation work, the position could include an element of charity or 
audit work, depending on any interest or experience the successful 
candidate may have. 

Oban is a scenic west coast tourist town with a thriving economy 
which offers outstanding access to a huge range of leisure and cultural 
activities. Whether it is shinty, sailing, skiing or the rugged beauty of 
the west coast that attracts you to the area, this position provides a 
lifestyle opportunity second to none, with good prospects for career 
advancement.

Do you want to be part of a dynamic team with an excellent reputation 
and continue to develop your skills, whilst delivering a high standard of 
work to our clients?

Your highly competitive remuneration package will be dependent upon 
your skills and experience. No recruitment agencies please.

Please contact us including your CV to:-
Duncan Grout, Managing Partner.
dg@raclement.co.uk     www.raclement.co.uk

Advertising Sales 
Executive

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care

Based in Fort William you will be 
representing Lochaber Times, Lochaber Life 
and other award winning, well established 

publications.
You will be responsible for establishing and 

developing relationships within the local 
business community.

First class training and support given. Local 
knowledge would be an advantage but not 

essential. A current full driving licence is 
required.

Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
covering letter to:

ali@obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn 
to the following terms 
and conditions which 
relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all 
publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement 
are the Publisher, Wyvex 
Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and 
provides advertising 
space therein or pro-
vides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to 
the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall 
be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does 
not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves 
the right to cancel or alter 
the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an 
advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the 
Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or 
in person.

5   Cancellation of display 
advertising must be 
received by the Publisher 
before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the 
customer in full for 
the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit 
to the jurisdiction of 
the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher 
to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, 
Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall 
not be liable for any loss 
or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribu-
tion of any newspaper or 
edition in which any ad-
vertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event 
of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, 
the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertise-
ment or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make 
reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. 
No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made 

where the error, misprint 
or omission does not 
materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be 
notified to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall 
the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, 
misprint or omission ex-
ceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement 
in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in 
connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/
Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages or 
other charges falling 
upon the publication 
as the result of legal 
actions or threatened 
legal actions arising 
from the publication of 
the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series 
of advertisements pub-
lished in accordance 
with copy instructions 
supplied to the publica-
tion in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the 
value of £75 must be paid 

on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All ad-
vertising on a credit basis 
must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any 
invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-pay-
ment the Publisher may 
charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill 
is paid.  In addition the 
Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 
as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an 
additional invoice for 
the discount which will 
be treated as though it 
has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an 
advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our 
conditions.
Published by Wyvex 
Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk 
and registered as a 
newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsand-
conditions.wyvexmedia.
co.uk



We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app
Download our app for free 

at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/03132/FUL

18/02907/FUL

18/03275/FUL

Bernera, Spean Bridge

Cullen, Lochaline
Morvern, Oban

Allt Mor
Lower Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Installation of holiday pod.

Erection of single storey private 
dwelling

Proposed Alterations and Extension 
to Form Additional Accommodation 
/ Self Catering Accommodation

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

J A MacDonald 
2 Portnaluchaig, Arisaig & 
Moidart
0.156 ha – Site for a dwell-
ing house
86258

Written comments from 
any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the croft 
and any expressions 
of demand for the croft 
(which may be made 
public), may be sent to 
the Crofting Commission 
by 24/08/18 Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.gov.scot

The Crofting Commission 
takes the protection of 
your privacy seriously.  To 
safeguard your personal 
data and make sure that 
it is accurate, we only col-
lect and/or store the data 
necessary to carry out our 
functions as a regulatory 
body.  You can find a copy 
of our Privacy Notice at 
w w w . c r o f t i n g .
scotland.gov.uk/open-
ness-and-customer-care. 

First Registration 
of a Croft

Julian Morris and Hilary 
Morris has registered 
their croft 8 Ardnastang 
(South), Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 18, 
2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5223.

Advice Surgery
Michael Russell MSP

Tel: 01369 702011   |   Email: michael.russell.msp@parliament.scot 
Facebook: Michael Russell Argyll and Bute SNP   |   Twitter: @feorlean 

81 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7DH 

The Rockfield Centre - Oban 
Monday 3rd August 

For appointments please contact my office
Friday 3rd August

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD 
will hold their AGM on

THURSDAY 9th AUGUST 2018 at 5.30pm

WHHA OFFICE, CRANNOG LANE, OBAN
(FIRST FLOOR,  BOARDROOM)

01631 566 451  |  Freephone  0300 323 1170
mail@westhighlandha.co.uk  |  www.westhighlandha.co.uk

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Argyll and Bute Council
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended
ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING OF 

A REVOCATION ORDER or MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permission in Principle for Renewal of Planning 
Permission Reference 15/00614/PPP (site for erection of 
a dwelling) at Land South of Achnacarron, Kilchrenan, 

Argyll and Bute
REFERENCE NUMBER: 18/00403/PPP

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 to revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the 
occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion will 
be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 
2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than 
23rd August 2018
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue 
of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 on 6th September 2018 without being confirmed 
by The Scottish Ministers.
Date 26th July 2018
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Ref. No. Proposal Site Address
18/01459/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 

installation of septic tank 
and formation of 
vehicular access

Land South West Of 
Barranrioch Farm
Glencruitten
Oban
Argyll And Bute 

18/01538/PPP Site for the erection 
of dwellinghouse

Site Adjacent To Tigh Na 
Mara
Arinagour
Isle Of Coll
Argyll And Bute

18/01548/PP Renewal of planning 
permission reference 
15/01805/PP (Erection 
of dwellinghouse)

Land South Of Heatherfield
Albert Road
Oban
Argyll And Bute

18/01569/PP Erection of detached 
dwellinghouse, formation 
of vehicular access and 
installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land East Of Allt Na Creich
Fionnphort
Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute

18/01348/PP Construction of cycle track 
including formation of 
accesses to the public road 
and spur serving boat house

Land West Of Carraig Mhor
Ledaig To Oban Airport
Argyll And Bute 

18/01296/PP Extension of vehicle 
marshalling area including 
realignment of access along 
former railway siding

Caledonian Macbrayne Ltd
Railway Pier
Oban
Argyll And Bute
PA34 4DB

18/01092/PP Erection of timber pump 
house enclosure to 
facilitate water pumps and 
creation of adjacent layby 
(part retrospective)

Ardnahoe Distillery
Port Askaig
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute
PA46 7RN

18/01507/PP Formation of staff car park, 
upgrading of existing 
access, formation of 
footpath and erection 
of fencing

Bruichladdich Distillery
Bruichladdich
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute
PA49 7UN

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries 
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Oban and 
Lorn Dementia 
Support Group

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

Tuesday 31st July 2018 
7:15pm

Carers Centre, Albany 
Street, Oban
All welcome
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

MOBILITYCHIMNEY SWEEP

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

STATIONERY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1 REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Private sales free listings for items under £100
Baby Equipment
MOTHERCARE BED 
GUARD Blue/White extend-
ing bed guard, £10 Telephone 
01852 300240.

MOTHERCARE SOLO CAR 
SEAT Red/Black, hardly used, 
£20 Telephone 01852 300240.

Bicycles
MERIDA CROSSWAYS 20 
ladies bicycle. As new. Never 
used. User manual included, 
£210 Telephone 01631 710302.

Building / DIY
CAST IRON LOUNGE FIRE, 
gas, free standing large (25”H 
x 20”W x 11”D), about 3kw. 
Easdale, £85 Telephone 01852 
300209.

HILMAR FREESTANDING  
professional pipe bending ma-
chine. Easdale, £20 Telephone 
01852 300209.

REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
DRESS KILT JACKET & 
WAISTCOAT Prince Charlie. 
bought in Chalmers in Oban. 
Worn only twice. Size 40R, 
£95 Telephone 01546 602563².

Firearms
GUNS FOR SALE 
Beretta Silver Pigeon 12B O-U, 
M-C sporting 29½ in. £800
Beretta 687DL 12B, O-U, 
M-C, 28 in. £1,000
Beretta semi-auto 319 
Extrema 2, 3½ 5 shot. £900
FAC required
Telephone 07990 886646.

Furniture
BROWN LEATHER 3 
SEATER  recliner with two 
footrests in working order. 
High backs that detach for 
moving and transportation. 
Good clean condition, £95 
Telephone 01631 711911.

BROWN LEATHER 
RECLINING ROCKER with 
footrest in working order. 
Reclines to almost prone po-
sition. Good clean condition. 
Arms a little faded with sun,  
£55 Telephone 01631 711911.

PINE HEADBOARD 
2 matching single bed 
headboards, antique pine, 
good condition, £30 for pair 
Telephone 07734 296824.

SETTEE 3 seater settee, cream 
fabric. Photos can be emailed. 
Buyer upli� s, £15 Telephone 
01852 300272.

SETTEE 1 brown leath-
er 3 seater settee. Can email 
photos. Buyer upli� s, £15 
Telephone 01852 300272.

TABLE/ CHAIRS SET 6�  x 3�  
glass top/pine table, 4 chairs. 
Photos can be emailed. Buyer 
upli� s, £30 Telephone 01852 
300272.

Garden
2 TRIANGULAR FOLDING 
washing stands, includ-
ing ropes. Easdale.  £5 each 
Telephone 01852 300209.

FOUR RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
Free for upli� . Telephone 01397 
704480.

LARGE GAS BARBEQUE 
with barrel lid and side tray. 
Easdale, £40 Telephone 01852 
300209.

VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².

VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40,  Telephone 01631 
564578².

VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various siz-
es from £90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

WHEELBARROW 85 litre, 
gardeners/builders, refur-
bished, £15 Telephone 07765 
503085² (Oban).

Garden Machinery
BOSCH SHREDDER in very 
good condition. � is version 
has reverse capability for jam-
ming release, £80 Telephone 
07934 491712.

ELECTRIC HEDGE 
TRIMMER Florabest 
FHT600 B2, good condition, 
£15 Telephone 07765 503085² 
(Oban).

HIGH HEDGE TRIMMER 
Florabest FHL900 B3, long 
reach, lightly used, £35 
Telephone 07765 503085² 
(Oban).

HONDA LAWNMOWER 23 
inch, petrol, £50 Telephone 
07919 522596.

SMALL ELECTRIC 
LAWNMOWER single blade 
on four wheels. Easdale, £20 
Telephone 01852 300209.

 Health and Fitness

FITBIT BLAZE Black, size 
L. New still in original box. 
Unwanted gi� , £80 Telephone 
01631 5630906.

SMART WONDERCORE 
ABS As seen on TV, good con-
dition, £50 Telephone 01852 
300240.

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces
BLACK GRP BUNKERS 2 
Bunkers available, in good 
condition. Price shown is per 
bunker, £45 Telephone 07934 
491712.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

Home Furnishings
SOFA BED M&S sofa bed in 
good condition hardly used, 
£15 Telephone 07792885852.

Kitchen 
PHILLIPS JUICER hard-
ly used, £20 Telephone 01546 
602622.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring spec-
tacular photography of some 
of our most scenic lochs, riv-
ers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a pop-
ular gi�  for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, 
Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home o�  c-
es or as a gi� . Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 851868.

Marine
ADULT SEAGO 
LIFEJACKET classic 180N, 
medium, brand new, unused, 
still in packet, £45 Telephone 
01852 300495.

BOAT STEERING WHEEL 
small boat 6 spoke stainless 
steering wheel. Old but in 
very good condition. Usable 
to ornamental. Bargain at £50 
Telephone 01631 564578².

OUTBOARD ENGINE 
PETROL  tank. Plastic 5 gal 
plus. Easdale, £10 Telephone 
01852 300209.

RIVER KAYAK 5m approx, 
not damaged but in need of 
TLC and new seat, Easdale   £55 
ono Telephone 01852 300209.

VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excel-
lent conditions. Usuable or 
ornamental. Bargain at £45 
Telephone 01631 564578².

YELLOW SAILING MAC 
medium, unused, £15 
Telephone 01852 300495.

Miscellaneous
COAL BUNKER concrete, 
needs dismantling, free to up 
li� ,  Telephone 01586 552488.

Musical 
Instruments
PIANO ACCORDION Baile 
Clansman, � rst class or-
der, 120 bass, full size, O� ers 
around £350 Telephone 07741 
778459.

SET OF BAGPIPES Robert 
Reid drones. Telephone 01397 
700404².

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
BADMINTON RACKETS 
Slazenger Challenge cup 
Badminton Rackets in cas-
es in excellent condition also 
pack of shuttlecocks available, 
£15 Telephone 01631 5630906.

TENNIS RACKETS Adult 
Tennis Rackets Dunlop Sport 
in cases, brand new, £10 
Telephone 01631 563096.

Photography
MANFROTTO CAMERA 
BACKPACK 20 black, un-
used, rucksack style cam-
era bag,  £70 Telephone 01631 
563096.

VANGUARD CAMERA BAG 
reno series 22. Green in col-
our, small unused bag, £15 
Telephone 01631 563096.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
, market your business e� ec-
tively with professionally de-
signed lea� ets, posters and � y-
ers from Krisp Print. Contact 
on 01586 554975.

THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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GRADUATION

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

ANNA HAYWARD
Graduated from Stirling University with a Second Class 

Honours Degree in International Politics with a distinction 
in Spanish. Anna is the daughter of Tommie and Kennina 
Hayward, Oban. A former pupil of Park Primary School 

and Oban High School.

DEATHS
DIGNAN - Andrew. 
Peacefully in Belford Hospital 
on � ursday July 19, 2018.
Funeral Service will take 
place on Saturday July 28 at 
12 noon from St. Margaret’s 
R.C. Roy Bridge therea� er 
to Cille Choirill Cemetery. 
Andrew intended his service 
to be a celebration of his life. 
At your discretion formal or 
informal attire can be worn.
 No � owers please. Donations 
if desired for Ward 1 Belford 
Hospital Endowment Fund.
MELLOR - Peacefully at 
home a� er a short illness, 
with his family and dogs 
around him, on July 18, 
2018, aged 81 years, James 
Frederick Mellor (Seil), 
beloved husband of Else, 
a dear father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, brother 
and uncle.  Funeral service 
will take place at Woodside 
Crematorium, 46 Broomlands 
Street, Paisley PA1 2NP, on 
Monday July 30 at 2.00 pm.  
Family � owers only, please.  
Retiring collection/donations 
if desired for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care.
MUNRO - Peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on Wednesday July 18, 2018, 
Sandy, aged 87 years, beloved 
husband of Christine, much 
loved father of Dugald, 
Sandy and Jacquelyn, father-
in-law to Elaine, Reem and 
Gerry and adoring grandpa 
to Eilidh, Ruairidh, Iona, 
Kyla, Adam and Louise. A 
funeral service was held in St 
Modan’s Church, Benderloch, 
on Wednesday July 25.
PETTINGER - Keith Antony. 
Suddenly at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, on July 8, 
2018, former dental surgeon 
in Fort William, beloved 
husband of Ann, much loved 
father of Gavin and Colin, 
father-in-law of Alexandra 
and Emma and grandfather 
of Marcus, Imogen and 
� eo. � e funeral service 
took place at Kilmallie Free 
Church, Caol on July 19, 2018, 
followed by an interment at 
Strontian.
RANKINE - Peacefully at 
home on July 18, 2018 with 
his family around him, 
Bobby, of 3 Feochan Gardens, 
Oban, aged 87 years, beloved 

husband of the late Ethel, 
loving dad to Caroline and 
son-in-law Iain, much loved 
papa to Nicola and Ashley 
and great papa to Aiobha, 
Mia and Ruairidh. Very 
sorely missed.
STEWART - At the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban on 
Monday July 23, 2018, aged 
70, Jill, dearest wife of Les, a 
beloved sister, sister-in-law, 
aunt, great aunt and friend.  
Funeral to be arranged.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
COLLIE - Morag would like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind messages of sympathy 
shown to her following the 
sad passing of her husband, 
Len. Special thanks to the 
Doctors and Nurses of 
Ward 1, Belford Hospital for 
their care and attention, to 
Rev. Richard Baxter for his 
comforting service. Grateful 
thanks to John and Linnie 
of John McLellans for their 
compassionate funeral 
arrangements.
HARPER - Tobermory/
Turri� . Anne and family 
would like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind expressions of 
sympathy following Gordon’s 
death. � anks also to the 
sta�  at ward 107 ARI and to 
Turri�  Medical Practice who 
cared for Gordon during 
his illness. Much thanks 
to the Rev James Cook for 
a lovely service at Clovery 
Woods of Rest. � ank you to 
George Clark & Son, Funeral 
Directors for their support 
and guidance through all the 
arrangements, and to � e 
Fife Arms Hotel, Turri�  for 
providing a lovely funeral tea. 
Finally, thank you to everyone 
who made a donation which 
amounted to £370 for � e 
Archie Foundation.
MORRISON - On behalf of 
the late Lorraine Morrison, 
Neil, Amanda, Ruairidh, 
Steven and Ellie would 
like to express our utmost 
appreciation to our family 
and friends for their support 
and kindness. A special 
thanks to  sta�  at Oban 
Hosptial Ward 67 Queen 
Elizabeth and also all the 
sta�  at Mull  hospital who 

all went above and beyond 
their call of duty. We would 
also like to thank Minister 
Johnny Paton, Hamish Hoey 
and Son for a lovely service 
and also piper Angus McColl 
for piping Lorraine on her 
last journey. MND Scotland 
who  have been fantastic and 
supportive to our family. 
A special mention to Kitty 
Millar, MND nurse who 
supported our whole family 
through this tough time.
SMITH - � e family of the 
late Ruth Pedder Smith 
would like to express their 
sincere and grateful thanks 
to all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their acts 
of kindness and sympathy 
following their recent sad and 
unexpected bereavement. � e 
family are overwhelmed by 
the number of Mass cards, 
phone calls and sympathy 
cards they have received. A 
special thanks to Dr Smith 
and Dr Wallace and the sta�  
at Craig Nevis Surgery for 
their unstinting care of Ruth 
over the years and in her 
� nal days. � anks also to the 
Macmillan Nurses, the sta�  
at the Belford Hospital, the 
District Nurses and all who 
attended Ruth which such 
loving care. � anks also to 
Fr Roddy McAuley, Parish 
Priest at St John’s, Caol for 
his beautiful and personal 
Service and all who attended 
the church and graveside, and 
to Mgr � omas Wynne for 
his prayers and kind wishes 
and friendship to Ruth over 
the years. A big thank you 
also to Linnie and John of 
John McLellan, Funeral 
Directors for their caring 
and professional funeral 
arrangements leading to Ruth 
being laid to rest.

MEMORIAMS 
ARCHIBALD - In loving 
memory of Michelle, died 
July 25, 2002.
When we lose the one we love
� e hurt is hard to hide
But when we lost you Michelle
� e hurt is deep inside
We think about you all the time
We talk about you too
We have lots of lovely memories
But we wish we still had you.
- Mam, dad, Lisa, uncle 
Angus and Mila.xx

BROWN - In loving memory 
of a dear husband and dad who 
passed away on July 27, 2017.
A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands at rest
Which only proves to us
Heaven has gained the best
- Peggie and Fiona, 
Kilkenneth, Isle of Tiree.
DONALDSON - In loving 
memory of our mum Lexy, 
who passed away July 27, 1989.
� e gates of memory will 
never close
We miss you more than 
anyone knows.
- Iain and Maria.
FARMER - In loving memory 
of my dear brother Andrew 
James (Bear), who passed 
away on July 24, 2017, age 50.
You may be out of sight 
We may be worlds apart
But you are always on my mind
And forever in my heart.
- Tony.
GILLIES - Treasured 
memories of  a dear husband 
Donnie, father and grandad, 
who passed away on July 16, 
1992 and loved ones gone 
before and since.
Within our store of memories
We hold a place apart
For no one else could ever be 
More cherished in our hearts.
- Jean and family, 47 
Drumfada Terrace, Corpach, 
Fort William.
KERR - Precious memories of 
Flora our mother, mother in 
law and granny who died July 
26th 2004.
-Love John, Morag and family x.
Also remembering my sister 
Christine who died July 25, 
1968 and my brother Jamie 
who died July 9 1977.
- Love John x.
MACCOLL - Remembering 
our dad Ronald Graham who 
passed away in Kilmore on 
July 30, 2009.
Always in our thoughts.
- Morven, Christina, Deirdre, 
Duncan and families.
MACGILP - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
Alasdair, who passed away on 
July 24, 2017.
Every day in some small way,
I miss you more than words can say,
In my heart you will always stay,
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Love Sina xxx

MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of our much loved 
dad, grampa and great- 
grampa, Iain MacKinnon who 
passed away July 29, 2012.
Of all the gi� s we ever had
However great or small,
To have had you as our dad
Was the greatest gi�  of all.
- Angus, Lachie, Margaret, 
Christine, Fiona, Linda, 
Alastair and all their families.
MADEJ - Jean, July 24, 2007. 
Miss you and always love 
you, until we meet again 
sweetheart. xx
SHAW - Dugald. A son of 
Jura, killed in action at the 
second battle of Marne in 
France July 27, 1918. Beloved 
brother to my grandmother 
Marion Shaw and dearest 

FENELLA JAMES
Graduated with a Classics BA Hons. (Cantab.) from 

Sidney Sussex College, University of Cambridge. Fenella 
is the daughter of Chris and Sarah James of Lochdon, 

Isle of Mull and attended Lochdonhead Primary School 
then Fettes College, Edinburgh. Fenella will be teaching 
Classics at Bryanston School, Dorset, for a year before 

joining PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Tax consultancy team 
in September 2019.

uncle to my father Donald 
Fletcher, late of Oban.
- Peter Fletcher, Glasgow.
SPEIRS - George Pattison. 
Treasured memories of a 
beloved husband, dad, papa, 
dad in law and good friend.
And the sunlight clasps the 
earth and the moonbeams 
kiss the sea
What are all these kisses worth
If though not kissing me.
Love you forever.
- Liz and family.



Have you got a compelling story or poem 
about caring for a loved one?

A national creative writing competition 
run Carers UK is being sponsored by 
Specsavers who have a branch in Oban.

Supported by the Poetry Society and the 
Reading Agency, the competition is looking 
for stories and poems that explore the 
relationship between health, connectedness 
and caring.

� e theme is ‘keeping well, keeping 
connected’ and writers are invited to enter 

poems or short letters by July 31.  First, 
second and third place winners will win 
£100 in high street gi�  vouchers and £125 to 
spend on eyecare and glasses at Specsavers.

Entries will be judged by the award-
winning poet, Cheryl Moskowitz and the 
winners will be announced in September 
2018.

� ose making the shortlist will also see 
their work included in anthology which will 
be sold with proceeds going to Carers UK. 
To enter go to carersuk.org/creative
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THOUGHT 
for the week

Show how much you 
care in poetry or prose

It would appear that presidents 
from across the oceans have a 
habit of making controversial 
remarks. None more so than 
Rodrigo Duterte, president of the 
Philippines.

Recently on a televised discus-
sion on the subject of original 
sin, he caused an uproar when he 
said that God must be ‘stupid’ in 
view of such a teaching.

� e Christian idea of original 
sin is that since the fall, which 
the Bible traces back to the sin of 
Adam, humanity is not naturally 
in a state of grace. We do not 
exist habitually in a state of being 
good, of choosing what is noble 
or worthy, and we do not exist in 
the awareness of God’s goodness.

� is is not ‘stupid’ or unjust. 
It is not a punishment sent 
from God, but it is the result of 
humanity going its own way.

As we survey the world around 
us, we cannot but notice how 
o� en humanity is going in the 
wrong way.

� e solution is � rmly in God’s 
hands. He has provided a way. By 
nature we are Adam’s children, 
but by God’s mercy and by us 
receiving Jesus as the second 
Adam, we are the children of 
God. We become ‘born again 
unto a living hope by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead’ (1 Peter 1:4).

� at is not God being stupid, 
but incredibly gracious. St Paul 
remarked that to those who do 
not believe, the cross of Jesus is 
folly, but to those who do believe 
the foolishness of the cross is 
most certainly God’s mighty 
power of salvation.

Rev Dr Malcolm Kinnear,
Minister, Kinlochleven 

and Nether Lochaber 
Parish Churches.

In last week’s obituary for Seonag Morison, it was 
stated that she worked to raise funds for the Natural 
Childbirth Trust. � at should have read ‘National 
Childbirth Trust’. We apologise for the error.

NCT clarifi cation

Hugh Smith
– an appreciation
In my early years at � e Ileach,  
in days long before email, I had 
the monthly task of typing Hugh 
Smith’s regular contribution to the 
paper entitled ‘Criomagan’ which, 
I’m reliably informed, is Gaelic for 
‘Bits and pieces’.

� ese frequent missives were 
sent from the depths of Glasgow, 
detailing happenstances relevant 
to the  substantial Glasgow-Islay 
community.

I have no Gaelic and typing a 
whole page of indecipherable (to 
me, at least) copy was never going 
to be the easiest thing. But, along 
with the Gaelic copy, came the 
English translation (never pub-
lished), through which I was able 
to garner some appreciation of the 
author’s personality. I liked Hugh 
Smith long before I ever met him.

Hugh was born and bred on 
Islay, spending his early years 
here, meeting his wife, Netta, on 
Islay’s shores, but marrying in 
Glasgow where he worked for the 
city council.

A past president of the Glasgow 
Islay Association, he was also a 
successful drama competitor in 
the National Mòd.

Having moved on from council 
employment some years previ-
ously, he eventually retired from 
his vocation as beadle at Gi� nock 
Parish Church, returning to Islay 
13 years ago, one year before he 
was joined by Netta.

My � rst meeting with the gent 
(and he was a true gentleman in 
every sense of that phrase) was 
at a  Glasgow Islay Association 
concert in Bowmore Hall, where 
he was master of ceremonies and I 
was making a noise with Islay Pipe 
Band.

It’s safe to say that neither of us 
moved in the same social circles, 
yet he was one of the most ap-
proachable individuals you could 
meet, with the same particularly 
devilish sense of humour previ-
ously seen in Criomagan and an 
admirable ease of manner.

Hugh was more or less press-
ganged by the late Jean Hunter 
into accepting the position of 
relief editor at � e Ileach, during 
which time I believe we achieved a 
friendship that it is hard to accept 
has ended so suddenly.

He held a distinctly healthy 
attitude towards both his beloved 
Gaelic and the ministrations of the 
church, with which he was deeply 
involved.

Despite my total lack of Gaelic 
and an absence of similar reli-
gious a�  liation, we o� en shared 
like-minded views  on the state of 
both, during what were o� en re-
ferred to as ‘editorial discussions’.

Hugh’s ability to employ precisely 
the correct choice of phrase and an 
ability to write favourably on mat-
ters that o� en scarcely deserved 
such close attention, meant that he 

was usually on the receiving end 
of books and compact discs that 
others found di�  cult to commend.

Whenever there was need in � e 
Ileach of precise Gaelic spelling or 
context, Hugh was our � rst port of 
call. His expedient abilities in this 
respect will be sorely missed. 

And you can be sure that when-
ever one of his concert reviews 
made reference to setting ‘toes-a-
tapping’, there was every possibil-
ity it was said with tongue � rmly 
planted in cheek. 

Hugh’s grasp of a well-placed 
ironic cliché was another of his 
enviable skills.

Even a� er retiring as one of our 
relief editors, he still frequented 
the o�  ce for a chat, a co� ee, words 
of wisdom, anecdotes or simply a 
few posters for the church co� ee 
mornings.

� ese few words can but o� er 
scant testament to such a well-
liked and well-known � gure in the 
Islay community. If Hugh Smith 
hadn’t existed, it would have been 
necessary to invent him.

But as he said himself: ‘I don’t 
need a � is is Your Life – I’m 
already famous enough.’

Brian Palmer

Hugh Smith.
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GOLFAWARDS

Nominations are open for the 2018 LiveArgyll annual 
Sports Awards in partnership with sportscotland that 
recognise and celebrate individual sporting achieve-
ment, teams, coaches and volunteers making sport 
happen across Argyll and Bute.

We’re inviting you to nominate the people that go 
the extra mile to help others, young or old in your 
community.

While we may often see our elite heroes on TV and 
podiums, we hear much less about the people behind 
the scenes keeping grassroots sport alive week in, week 
out.

They might run a netball team, help kids fall in 
love with mountain-biking or support children with 
additional support needs to be more active.

It could be a sel�ess volunteer who has given up their 
time to coach youngsters for years, or someone who 
washes kits to make sure players look their best each 
week. This is our opportunity to celebrate what they do 
and give them the recognition they deserve.

The nomination categories are:
Adult Youth Coach
Youth Coach
Primary Young Leader
Community Coach
Club of the year
Service to sport
Sporting achievement of the year
Nominations close on August 17. For full details on all 

categories and to submit your nomination visit www.
liveargyll.co.uk/sportsawards  Nominations can also 
be posted to: LiveArgyll Sandbank O�ce, Highland 
Avenue, Sandbank, Dunoon, PA23 8QZ.

For further information email: activeschools@
liveargyll.co.uk or tel: 07747118283.

Nominations now open

Dalmally golf club hold 
three-man
Stableford
With more players at 
Dalmally on Sunday than 
at Carnoustie, the Dalmally 
Golf Club �ree Man Team 
Stableford Open proved a 
great success.
 With 26 teams, representing 
almost 80 players, coming 
from all over Argyll, the 
teams fought hard to win the 
most prestigious team event 
in the club’s golf calendar. 
 Coming out on top, on 
102pts, were Taynuilt 33s, 
Robert McClarty, Allan 
Stewart and David Howie, 
closely followed by the Oban 
Times team led by George 
Graham along with John 
Plunkett and Kenny Devine 
on 100 pts.
 �ere was a hard-fought 
battle for third position with 
four teams on 96 points, with 
Inveraray Yellow and Blacks 
2, with Duncan Robertson, 
Donald MacDonald and 
Donald Aitchison clinching it 
on the bih. 

Teams from all the local 
Argyll clubs as well as 
representatives from the 
Oban Times, Oban Rotary 
and MacCallum Roo�ng 
found the course in good 
playable condition, a great 
change from last year, when 
Dalmally experienced more 
than 3,000mm of rainfall 
over the summer – 10 feet in 
old money. 

While the weather was not 
perfect with a dreich drizzle 
for the most part, players go-
ing out later in the day found 

the conditions pleasant.
Before teeing o� David 

Howie from Taynuilt was 
presented with the Dalmally 
Open Scratch Trophy, which 
he’d won earlier in the month.

�e original trophy had 
been lost for a few years, how-
ever, the club was delighted 
that David could be presented 
with it a�er �rst winning it 10 
years ago in 2008 (pictured) 
with Club Captain, Maud 
Marshall. 

�e club extended thanks 
to the event sponsor Munro’s 
of Benderloch – the famous 
Pink Shop as well as the 
many generous prize do-
nors, including Elie Golf 
Club, Fife; Machrahanish 
Dunes GC; David Murchie, 
professional at Crie� Golf 
Club; Tobermory Golf 
Club; Dunaverty Golf Club; 
Kilchurn Luxury Suites; the 
Loch Awe Hotel; the Ben 
Cruachan Inn; Loch Awe 
Stores; John MacDonald 
from Inveraray and the 
Oban Times. Also providing 
generous playing prizes at 
their clubs were friends of 
Dalmally GC, Jim Davidson 
of North Berwick West Links 
and Bob Miller of Merchants 
of Edinburgh.

While Dalmally was 
delighted to see a team from 
neighbouring Taynuilt li� the 
trophy, it was great to see a 
team from the Oban Times in 
a close second place. 

�e club hopes that they 
will continue to support the 

club and the competition. 
In a change from recent 

years, the competition format 
involves teams of three sub-
mitting their total Stableford 
scores. Impressively the win-
ners from Taynuilt knocked 
up 102 pts. 

Many players who had also 
played in the recent Dalmally 
Gents’ Open commented 
on how the respite from the 
soaring heat at the beginning 
of the month had come as a 
relief. 

‘We loved the gents’ open, 
but the heat at the beginning 
of July was pretty tough. 
Today was much more typical 
Argyll golf weather and the 
scores re�ected this.’ 

Tony Graham, Dalmally 
Gents’ match secretary, said  
‘A�er our recent e�orts to 

gain support from local busi-
nesses, we are delighted with 
the generous response. We 
have had teams from a wide 
range of local organisations 
including businesses and our 
old friends, Oban Rotary. But 
what has helped enormously 
is the generosity of many 
local and Scotland-wide golf 
clubs and local businesses 
which has enabled us to o�er 
some impressive prizes. �is 
in turn has helped draw a 
fantastic �eld of players.’

Results: 1 Taynuilt 33s 
(102pts); 2 Oban Times 
(100pts); 3 Inveraray Yellow 
and Black 2 (96pts). Nearest 
the pin John Plunkett, longest 
drive Neil Gillies. 

David Howie was presented with the Dalmally Open 
Scratch Trophy by club captain Maud Marshall.

Winner:  Taynuilt 33s - Davie Howie, Robert McClarty and 
Allan Stewart.

Runners-up: The Oban Times team of Kenny Devine, 
George Graham and John Plunkett

Rotary club big shots
Members of the Rotary Club of Oban enjoyed an 
evening as guests of Lorn  Gun Club at Achnacree Moss 
recently. They received tuition from the experts of the 
gun club before trying their hands at shooting at clay 
pigeons, discovering that like many other sports it is 
not as easy as it looks.

The evening included burgers and onions provided 
by the rotary catering corps, produced on a traditional 
charcoal barbecue.

The Rotary Shooting Cup was won by immediate 
Past President Tommy MacQuade with the junior prize 
being won by Matthew McDonald son of recent recruit 
Ken McDonald.

Organiser Past President Billy MacLean (no mean 
shot himself) thanked the gun club members for their 
hospitality and patience and presented them with a gift 
to end the proceedings just before the midges arrived.

Members of Oban Rotary Club and Lorn Gun Club.

SHOOTING
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Camanachd Association prepares to celebrate 125 years
� is year sees the 125th anniversary of the Camanachd 
Association and a series of events has been planned to mark 
the occasion.

� e anniversary falls on October 10 when, in 1893, in the 
Victoria Hall in Kingussie, representatives of various shinty 
clubs throughout the country met ‘for the purpose of forming a 
Camanachd Association’.

Among the preparations was a competition to design a logo 
that saw hundreds of entries and which was won by primary 
seven pupil John Robert Chisholm of Leverhulme Memorial 
School on Harris.

� ere is also an anniversary book - Surviving and � riving  
by Steven MacKenzie – re� ecting on the 25 years since the 
centenary.

An anniversary art project, entitled � row Up 2018, is an in-
novative collaboration linking visual arts and shinty. Highland 
Print Studio has paired four artists with four clubs and tasked 
them with creating work inspired by their experience. � e 
work will form a touring exhibition that will be on show at the 
Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup Final 2018.

Among the forthcoming anniversary events is a conference 
- Surviving and � riving – in partnership with the Highland 
Folk Museum on October 10.

Shinty’s Heroes, in the Badenoch Centre, Kingussie, on 
October 10 will be the � nal performance of the much-acclaimed 
musical audio-visual concert commemorating the impact 

of the First World War on shinty communities, presented by 
Hugh Dan MacLennan and Gary Innes.

Before that, however, there will be a Big Day of Shinty at the 
Glasgow 2018 European Championships, which will have a 
shinty-themed ceilidh, come and try events and more at the 
Green� eld Playing Fields in Glasgow on Sunday August 5.

‘Caman’ Back to Shinty is a week-long celebration of the sport 
from October 6-13.

A highlight will be the Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup, the 
most coveted competition in shinty, which will take place on 
Saturday September 15 at Moss� eld, Oban.

Main sponsor Marine Harvest’s Valerie Fraser Women’s 
Camanachd Cup is the highlight of the women’s calendar and 
sees the cup played for the 16th time at the Dell, Kingussie on 

Saturday September 1. A new feature will be the inaugural 
England v Alba representative match over two legs. � e � rst 
takes place at the Dell, Kingussie, on July 28 with a 7pm throw-
up. � e second leg will take place at the London Shinty Festival 
on October 6.

Keith Loades, president of the Camanachd Association, said: 
‘� e 125th anniversary of the formation of the Camanachd 
Association o� ers the current board and everyone enjoying 
the sport of shinty a signi� cant opportunity to applaud and 
appreciate the foresight and organisational prowess of all those 
responsible for putting in place an association which has stood 
the test of time.

‘It is incumbent on us all to recognise and celebrate this great 
achievement and to lay the foundations for the next century.’

John Chisholm, designer of the 125th anniversary logo, said: 
‘I wanted the logo to be engaging, bright, colourful and very 
active, just like a shinty game. � e human forms have no detail 
so they represent any race, gender or age. � e sun sets every-
where, so the game can be played anywhere.’

Lisa MacColl, president of the Women’s Camanachd 
Association, said: ‘I am delighted our � nal is being included 
in the celebratory events. � is year the event will be televised 
by BBC Alba which is a huge boost for the women’s game and 
players and spectators.’

From Sunday July 15 until 
� ursday July 19, 74 of the 
country’s brightest young 
shinty prospects descended 
upon Strathallan School in 
Forgandenny, Perthshire 
for the 2018 National Player 
Development Camp.

Each player, aged between 
14 and 17, had been nominat-
ed by their youth or senior 
club to take part in the camp, 
designed to o� er the very 
best in the technical, tactical, 
physical and psychological 
aspects of the game.

� roughout the week, 
the young players received 
specialist training from 
Camanachd Association 
coaches based around all the 
key skills, techniques and 
tactics of the game. Pam Paul, 

National Player Development Camp
a dietitian at Celtic FC, was 
on hand to deliver a lecture 
to all the players and coaches 
on eating and drinking for 
best performance and Kieran 
Achara, club service manager 
with Basketball Scotland, 
delivered a fascinating moti-
vational talk to all the players.

Tactical
Also on hand was ex-Scot-

land player Fraser Inglis who 
spoke to the budding shinty 
stars on the tactical side of 
the game.

A number of awards 
were presented at the end 
of � ursday’s session.  � e 
award winners were:  player 
of the camp: William 
Mackinnon (Skye); most 
improved player: Callum 
Grover (Newtonmore); most 

committed player: Alistair 
Abbott (Aberdour).

Camp organiser Ronald 
Ross said:  ‘� e National 
Player Development Camp 
has once again proved a great 
success. Since its inception 
more than 25 years ago, the 
camp has helped hundreds of 
young players from across the 
country to improve all aspects 
of their game from the techni-
cal to the physical elements of 
the sport.

‘� e camps are also a great 
way for the participants to 
meet other aspiring shinty 
players, forging ties and 
friendships throughout the 
sport.’

Player of the camp - William Mackinnon; most improved player - Callum Grover; most 
committed player - Alistair Abbott; � tness award - Calum Mackay.

YOUTH SHINTY

SHINTY

Kinlochshiel’’s Finlay Macrae being presented with the 
man-of-the-match award by David Hamilton Macaulay 
Association secretary.

Macaulay Cup South semi-� nal man-of-the-match George 
Thomson of Kyles Athletic is presented with his award by 
Alan Hill former secretary of the Macaulay Association

Kilberry Loop sportive 
under starter’s orders

Cycling enthusiasts are gear-
ing up for the � rst  cycling 
sportive based in Mid Argyll.

� ere is just one month 
to go until the start of the 
inaugural Kilberry Loop 
Cycle, which will take place 
on August 11.

Organiser of the non-com-
petative event are the Mid 
Argyll Tri & Cycle Club.

Registration for the event 
will open at 7.30am, with 
the cycle starting from the 
Isthmus, Tarbert. Entrants 
will then head east towards 
the village and then north on 
the A83 before turning onto 
a single-track road at the 
junction with the B8024.

� is is where the fun be-
gins, with a steady climb for 
about 2kms before the fast 
descent into Achahoish and 

the beginning of wonderful 
scenery along the shores of 
Loch Caolisport.

� e breathtaking views 
to Jura, Islay and Gigha 
demand a quick stop for a 
photograph. � ere will be a 
feed station at about the half 
way mark.

� e route continues 
through Kilberry, with some 
short sharp climbs and 
sweeping descents, before 
following the coast of West 
Loch Tarbert, passed the 
Tarbert Golf Club, before 
getting back to the A83, 
Tarbert and the � nish.

� e loop is suitable for 
road bikes – the road surface 
is variable but generally 
reasonable.

CYCLING



� e Oban Times
Thursday 26 July 2018

Oban Saints  3
Vale of Leven Juniors 1

Pre-season friendly

  
66 SPORT
OT

FOOTBALL

GOLF Good start for Saints after impressive 
pre-season win over Vale of Leven 

 Scott Gallagher pokes home from close range to give Vale the lead.

Fraser MacFarlane wheels away after heading Saints into 
a 2-1 lead.

Oban Saints and good friends 
Vale of Leven served up an 
entertaining pre-season 
friendly in pleasant condi-
tions at Glencruitten last 
Saturday. � e light overnight 
rain served to so� en the rock 
hard turf a little, however, the 
going remained distinctly 
� rm.

Both teams had healthy 
17-man squads to choose 
from with plenty of changes 
of personnel guaranteed as 
the respective management 
teams tried to give every-
body as much game time as 
possible.

Saints made a good start 
and came close to opening 
the scoring a� er seven min-
utes. Myles McAuley joined 
the attack from his holding 
mid� eld position and was 
played in by Craig MacEwan. 
Vale goalkeeper Ben Fulton 
did well to force McAuley 
away from goal and by the 
time the Saints mid� elder got 
his shot away Vale captain 
Adam Monaghan was back 
on the goal line to block the 
e� ort and clear the danger.

� e bright start from Saints 
was undone in the 12th min-
ute when they failed to deal 

with Vale’s � rst corner kick of 
the match. From a Benjamin 
Craig cross from the right 
wing, Ruaridh Horne ap-
peared to head an attempted 
clearance behind, o�  Vale 
striker Ryan Kerr, however 
referee Jimmy Litster ruled in 
favour of the visitors. Saints 
failed to clear Ross Lyden’s 
corner kick from the le�  
and, a� er a stramash in the 
six-yard box, Scott Gallagher 
prodded the ball home from 
three yards.

Vale were denied a second 
goal a� er 20 minutes when 
Saints were caught out by a 
swi�  counter attack. Willie 
Gemmell got back to make a 
crucial sliding interception 
on Mark Butler before Scott 
Maitland made an equally 
vital block on the six-yard 
line to deny Scott Gallagher.

Saints were enjoying good 
spells of possession without 
putting the visiting defence 
under too much pressure. A 
24-minute Willie Gemmell 
pass sent Craig MacEwan 
away on the le�  wing forcing 
Mark Meechan to come out 
from the middle of the three 
man Vale defence and block 
MacEwan’s attempted cross 
behind for a corner kick. 
Fraser MacFarlane’s delivery 
to the near post was hooked 
behind for a second corner 
by Vale’s 2017-18 player of 

the year Adam Monaghan. 
MacFarlane this time aimed 
for the back post where he 
narrowly failed to pick out 
Paul Carmichael’s late run.

� e equaliser came from a 
good move on the right in the 
26th minute. Ruairidh Horne 
made an overlapping run 
and picked out James Ford 
in the box with a low cross. 
Ford turned away from Mark 
Butler and sent a sweet le�  
foot strike from 12 yards high 
into the net past Ben Fulton’s 
right hand.  

Despite Saints dominating 
for the most part the visitors 
remained a threat on the 
break and Paul Carmichael 
had to spread himself well 
to block a Ryan Kerr back 
post header from a Benjamin 
Craig right wing cross in the 
35th minute.

Fraser MacFarlane looked 
to have timed his run well to 
get in behind the Vale defence 
and onto a Craig MacEwan 
42nd-minute through ball 
but Mr Litster gave the bene� t 
of a very tight decision in 
favour of the visitors.

MacFarlane was not to be 
denied a goal and gave Saints 
the lead on the stroke of half-
time. James Ford continued 
to tease the Vale defence 
on the right forcing Josh 
Grace into a hurried clear-
ance which Scott Maitland 
returned with a measured 
cross into the danger area. 
MacFarlane’s perfectly 
timed run met Maitland’s 
cross with a glancing header 
which � ew past Ben Fulton’s 
outstretched right hand and 
into the net o�  the inside of 
the post.

It was a much-changed line-
up that emerged from the 
visitors’ changing room for 
the second half with manager 
Brian Brown giving all six 
substitutes a chance to shine. 

Saints management duo 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell made just the one 

change with Matthew Kelly 
replacing Gemmell alongside 
Myles McAuley in the middle 
of the park.

Kelly was immediately in-
volved in the action tussling 
with Ross Lyden midway 
inside the Saints half. In the 
a� ermath tempers on both 
sides brie� y threatened to 
boil over but Mr Litster was 
quickly on the scene to restore 
order with a quiet word for 
both players and the award of 
a free-kick for the visitors. 

� e changes seemed to 
re-invigorate the visitors 
and a� er eight second-half 
minutes Vale substitute 
Andrew Clark came close to 
an equaliser curling a decent 
e� ort narrowly wide of the 
postage stamp corner.

In the 55th minute Saints 
introduced Jamie Graham, 
Dougal Graham and Matty 
Rippon at the expense 
of Ruaridh Horne, Dene 
Cassells and James Ford. 

� ey were joined four 
minutes later by Donald 
Campbell who replaced 
Fraser MacFarlane.

Vale pounced on a mis-
placed Saints pass in the cen-
tre circle in the 68th minute 
sending the lively Andrew 
Clark through the inside 
le�  channel. Saints’ number 
one Graham Douglas got his 
angles spot on to make a good 
save at his near post.

Youngster Kenneth Black 
replaced Scott Maitland at le�  
back for the � nal 20 minutes 
and made a crucial early con-
tribution. Richard Stewart 
sent a long throw-in from 
level with the penalty spot on 
the Vale le�  bouncing across 
the face of the Saints goal. 
Black’s challenge on Andrew 
Biddulph at the back post was 
just enough to deny the Vale 
substitute a clean header on 
goal with ball slipping harm-
lessly wide of target.

Black was also involved 
at the other end forcing a 
corner kick on the le�  from 
which Saints were unable to 
pro� t due to a foul on Vale 
substitute keeper Andrew 
Campbell.

Another surging Myles 
McAuley run won an 85- 
minute free-kick on the le�  
with the rap on the ankle 
from Craig Cowan enough to 
force McAuley to sit out the 
closing stages.

Lewis Cameron’s delivery 

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre made the cut last week 
in the Le Vaudreuil Golf Challenge in France.

Robert � nished in joint 28th place with rounds of 
71, 70, 69 and 69 to � nish on � ve under par and lift a 
pay cheque of 1,659 euros. 

The Glencruitten golfer has played six Challenge 
Tour events and made the cut in � ve of them. Robert 
is presently 71st in the Challenge Tour rankings.

The event was won by England’s Richard McEvoy 
who carded rounds of 64, 66, 68 and 68 to � nish 18 
under par and lift the � rst prize of 33,600 euros. The 
Challenge Tour now moves on to Ramsau in Austria for 
the Euram Bank Open starting (today) July 26.

Another successful 
week for Robert

Robert MacIntyre.

MacNab wins at Tarbert
The � nal two rounds of the club championship took 
place in contrasting weather conditions: 
 Iain Macalister started the day one shot ahead of 
John MacNab, however, this changed during the � rst 
nine with John taking a six-shot lead at the turn.

Iain battled back and his one over par 34 saw 
the de� cit reduce to three shots with 18 holes left. 
John’s 72 was the best gross score on the day, with 
Peter Mclean Jnr moving into third place when he 
recovered from a horror start to post a 76.

The handicap trophy was another tight a� air with 
Jimmy MacNab showing the youngsters how it is 
done with a superb net 64, taking a one shot lead 
over David Ronald and a two-shot lead over James 
Smyth.

The John Reid Quaich, which is played as part of the 
championship, was won by Duncan Johnstone on 
134, edging out Iain Macalister by one shot.

Despite the weather conditions, the members 
gathered in good spirits for the � nal round of the 
championship, a day that everyone looks forward to 
and with all competitions very close an interesting 
day’s play lay ahead.

In the leading group play was a bit nervy and neither 
player was at their best on the front nine with Iain 
reducing the de� cit to one shot with eight holes left to 
play. John got one back at the 11th and then another 
two at the 12th before a birdie at the 14th pretty much 
saw him home and dry. In the end John’s inward nine 
of 35 and a � nal round of 74 saw him win by six shots.

In the nett trophy 83-year-old Jimmy MacNab and 
David Ronald tied on 266 after scores of 69 and 68 
respectively. David enjoyed three birdies in a row at 
six, seven and eight. Competition rules dictate that 
in the event of a tie the lowest last 18 holes wins the 
trophy.

Best gross scores on the day were Duncan John-
stone on 72 and Bruce MacNab on 73, best nett were 
Iain MacArthur on 63 and Kenny MacFarlane on 66.

A delighted John MacNab received the Sam 
Andrews trophy from president Chris Smyth. He said 
that he was delighted to eventually get his hands on 
this coveted trophy after many years of trying and a 
few close misses. He congratulated the other winners, 
members and Graham Prentice for the presentation 
of the course.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 26, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.46 3.3 11.16 1.2 
 17.06 3.6 23.28 1.3
Fri 05.23 3.5 11.50 1.1 
 17.44 3.8  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.05 1.2 05.59 3.6 
 12.25 1.0 18.20 3.9
Sun 00.42 1.2 06.35 3.7 
 12.59 1.0 18.55 3.9
Mon 01.18 1.2 07.08 3.7 
 13.31 1.1 19.29 3.9
Tues 01.53 1.2 07.38 3.6 
 14.00 1.1 20.00 3.8
Wed 02.25 1.3 08.06 3.5 
 14.26 1.2 20.31 3.7             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny
Moderate breeze from
the south east
Temperatures 
15°C to 23ºC.
Friday 
Light rain
Gentle breeze from
the south south east
Temperatures 
12°C to 20ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Sunny on Saturday
Light rain on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the south south east 
Temperatures 
12ºC to 17  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

12
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18

Good start for Saints after impressive 
pre-season win over Vale of Leven 

 James Ford draws Saints level with a sweet left foot strike. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Jamie Graham is sent sprawling in the box to give Saints a last gasp penalty. Lewis 
Cameron took the kick and scored to make the � nal score 3-1.

Lewis Cameron turns on the style as he dances past Vale 
mid� elder Ross Lyden.

into the box was knocked 
down by Paul Carmichael but 
Kenneth Black’s foul on Alan 
Deans ended the threat on the 
Vale goal. Saints ended the 
match strongly with Adam 
Monaghan making another 
goal-line clearance in stop-
page time this time to deny 
Donald Campbell.

Lewis Cameron kept the 
pressure on and slipped 
in Jamie Graham whose 
charging run into the box was 
unceremoniously halted by 
Richard Stewart. 

Referee Litster had no 
hesitation in pointing to the 
penalty spot from where 
Lewis Cameron tucked the 
ball calmly into the bottom 
corner sending Andrew 
Campbell in the opposite 
direction in the process.

� ere was barely any time 
le�  on the watch and Mr 
Litster brought a good work-
out for both sides to an end 
immediately a� er the restart. 

� e Saints management duo  
were happy with the display.  
Donald Campbell said: ‘I 
thought we played some good 
football, especially in the � rst 
half. We have a good squad 

Craig MacEwan takes on Greg Ross watched by Fraser 
Macfarlane.

Scott Maitland and Benjamin Craig tussle for the ball in 
mid� eld.

this year and we’re trying to 
give everybody as much game 
time as we can. It will take 
time for the boys to settle into 
the new playing system but 
they’ve been working hard 
at training and it seems to be 
paying o� .’

Saints continue their 
pre-season build-up on 
Saturday when they take on 
Stirling and District premier 
division side Kincardine.

� e game will again be on 
the rugby pitch with a 2pm 
kick-o� . Referee in charge is 
Martin Rae.
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Kyles and Kinlochshiel will contest Macaulay Cup fi nal

Kyles Atletic’s Ross MacRae and Oban Camanachd’s Garry Lord in a 
tussle for the ball during last Saturday’s Macaulay Cup semi-� nal at 
Moss� eld which the Tighnabruaich side edged by the odd goal in 
three. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Touchline action from the North Macaulay Cup semi-� nal. Kinlochshi-
el’s Oliver Macrae and Lovat’s Greg Matheson battle for the ball. 
Photo: Neil Paterson

Kyles Athletic and Kinlochshiel will 
meet in the 2018 Artemis Macaulay 
Cup Final, Newtonmore go two 
points clear at the top of the Marine 
Harvest Premiership and Kilmallie 
stay top of the Marine Harvest 
National Division following the 
shinty action last Saturday. 

Artemis Macaulay Cup 
– Semi-Finals
Oban Camanachd 1
Kyles Athletic 2
Kyles Athletic overcame the loss of a 
number of key � rst team regulars to 
beat Oban Camanachd 2-1 in their 
3pm throw up at Moss� eld.

Oban Camanachd were without 
Scott MacMillan and Daniel 
MacVicar. Indeed Scott MacMillan 
will now miss the forthcoming 
league matches against Kingussie 
and Kinlochshiel as his booking 
against Lovat the previous weekend 
took him through the disciplinary 
points threshold. Craig MacDougall 
returned and he started in attack.

Kyles had a lengthy absentee list 
with Roddy MacDonald, � omas 
Whyte, Gordon Whyte, Robbie 
MacLeod, Donald Irvine and Grant 
Irvine all missing. Dunky Kerr was 
back in the side.   

Whether complacency set into the 
Oban camp a� er seeing the list of 

missing Kyles players or whether the 
Tighnabruaich men dug in against 
the odds – probably a bit of both – 
Kyles looked the hungrier from the 
start and whilst Oban Camanachd 
struggled to create chances, Kyles 
Athletic’s Colin MacDonald 
spurned a couple of opportunities in 
the � rst half. 

David La� erty started at full cen-
tre for Oban Camanachd but he had 
to be withdrawn a� er getting hit on 
the knee. He was replaced by Willie 
Neilson. 

It looked as if the � rst half would 
end goalless when, on 43 minutes, 
Sandy MacKenzie crashed a 35-yard 
shot from out on the right into 
the net. Oban Camanachd keeper 
Cameron Sutherland got a stick to 
the ball but the force of the shot took 
it high into the net. 

Oban Camanachd had the wind 
in the second half and Lorne Dickie 
equalised a couple of minutes a� er 
the restart when he took a Willie 
Neilson pass and shot through a 
ruck of players from around the 
penalty area.   

Sandy MacKenzie scored what 
proved to be the winner on 57 min-
utes. Dunky Kerr sent in a corner 
from the right and the ball evaded 
everyone, eventually landing to 
MacKenzie inside the D and he gave 
the keeper no chance with a back-
hand strike. 

Oban Camanachd threw Daniel 
Cameron forward on the hour with 
Chrissy MacMillan coming o�  the 
bench to replace Craig MacDougall. 

Scott MacDonald started at full 
centre for Kyles where he did well. 
However, he was forced o�  through 
injury midway through the second 
half with Dunky Kerr slotting in in 
his place. 

Oban Camanachd’s other change 
saw Evan MacLellan taking over 
from Malcolm Clark. 

� e red and blacks were struggling 
to keep  the ball up front although 
Lorne Dickie had a couple of good 

chances late on but couldn’t � nd the 
target whilst an Aidan MacIntyre 
shot, a� er a decent move, was saved 
with his body by John Whyte. 

Kyles deserve great credit as they 
battled hard and it seemed they 
wanted it more, usually getting to 
the ball � rst. � ey probably only 
created four real chances during 
the game but they converted two of 
them. 

George � omson was one of the 
Kyles players given a start with the 
number of absences and the 19-year 
-old made the most of his opportu-
nity and was named sponsor’s man 
of the match. 

Graham Cameron was the match 
referee.

� is was a missed opportunity 
for Oban Camanachd and a� er the 
match, their manager Ian Hay was 
clearly frustrated with what he had 
just seen. He said: ‘I’m disappointed 
and frustrated with our attitude 
today and we can’t just expect to 
turn up and win matches without 
working for it.

‘We need to learn from this and 
now get ourselves safe in the league. 
We can then try to add a couple 
more of the younger boys to the � rst 
team squad before the season ends.’

Lovat 0 
Kinlochshiel 1
A second half Jordan Fraser goal 
was all that separated Lovat and 
Kinlochshiel at Braeview Park

Lovat’s Drew Howie took up a 
place on the bench whilst Lewis 
Tawse was � t enough to start.

Keith MacRae’s knee problem 
kept him out for ’Shiel whilst Finlay 
MacRae played at full centre with 

Duncan Matheson starting at right 
wing forward.

’Shiel won the toss and opted to 
play with a slight wind advantage 
behind them. 

� e � rst 15 minutes was mostly 
Kinlochshiel as an attacking force 
as they opened with some high 
intensity play.

Donald Nixon’s shot from distance 
on 90 seconds was going just under 
bar until Stuart MacDonald raised 
his stick to tip the ball over.

� e visitors went close again on 11 
minutes when Finlay MacRae won 
possession and ran forward, avoid-
ing a few challenges, but he mis-hit 
his shot.

A Mark MacLachlan pass set up 
Duncan Davidson at edge of box but 
David Falconer managed to snu�  
out the chance.

Mark MacLachlan, again set up 
Duncan Davidson, saw a shot saved 
with his hand by Scott Kennedy. 
Graeme MacMillan then got past 
Mark MacDonald but his strike � ew 
just wide.

Craig Mainland managed to 
de� ect away a Donald Nixon shot 
before Marc MacLachlan forced 
a smart Scott Kennedy save with 
his foot with Lovat claiming for a 
penalty.  

Shortly a� er, Lewis Tawse won the 
ball on the right and he found Greg 
Matheson who saw his shot again 
saved with his foot by Kennedy and 
again the penalty claims rang out. 

Jordan Fraser shaved the post 
following a short free-hit on 30 
minutes. 

A rehearsed Kinlochshiel set-piece 
then saw Finlay MacRae gather the 
ball but Stuart MacDonald saved 

with his body.  Paul MacRae was 
booked for a foul on Greg Matheson 
a� er Martin Mainland had found 
Marc MacLachlan with a good ball 
forward and MacLachlan played in 
Matheson.  

Overall, Lovat had the better � rst 
half chances but the 45 minutes 
ended goalless. 

Just three minutes a� er the restart, 
Lovat were awarded a free hit 25 
yards out. Lorne MacKay slipped 
the ball to Marc MacLachlan who 
picked out an unmarked Greg 
Matheson but the ball wouldn’t 
sit for him and when he did power 
the ball goalwards, it came o�  the 
keeper’s arm and hit the post before 
being cleared. 

Finlay MacRae was beginning to 
dictate in the mid� eld area.

Martin Mainland was next into 
the book a� er hitting the ball away 
a� er fouling Finlay MacRae.

� e only goal of the game came on 
64 minutes. Finlay MacRae played 
the ball wide to Jordan Fraser and 
he cut in from the le� , with Danny 
Kelly unable to challenge, and his 
low shot beat the keeper at his le�  
post. 

Scott Kennedy did well to save with 
his feet and deny Marc MacLachlan 
on 74 minutes. 

Lovat then sent on Drew Howie 
on at le�  wing forward for Duncan 
Davidson but the gamble failed to 
pay o� . 

� e game ebbed and � owed over 
the closing stages but Kinlochshiel, 
who brought Scott MacLean on for 
Duncan Matheson with four min-
utes remaining, saw out the match 
and they were happy to settle for a 
single goal win and as they tried to 
hold ball in the corners.

Before the end, Calum Cruden 
was deservedly yellow carded for a 
reckless swing but Ally Nixon was 
fortunate not to collect a card for his 
retaliation.

Finlay MacRae deservedly got the 
sponsor’s nod as man of the match 
with Mark MacDonald, Conor 
Cormack and keeper Scott Kennedy 
also doing well. 

Daniel Grieve and Craig Mainland 
were best for Lovat when under 
pressure. John Angus Gillies was the 
match referee.

Kinlochshiel and Kyles Athletic 
will now meet in the televised 
Artemis Macaulay Cup Final at 
Moss� eld on Saturday August 18  
with the sides also scheduled to 
meet this coming Saturday in a 
Marine Harvest Premiership clash 
at Kirkton.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Skye Camanachd 1
Newtonmore 5
Newtonmore go two points clear 
at the top of the Marine Harvest 

Frustrated - Oban Camanachd 
manager Ian Hay
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Sutherland Cup
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Strathdearn Cup
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Continued on page 70

Kyles and Kinlochshiel will contest Macaulay Cup fi nal

Saturday July 21
Artemis Macaulay
Cup semi fi nal
Oban Caman 1 v 2  Kyles Athletic 
Lovat 0 v 1 Kinlochshiel  

Marine Harvest Premiership
Lochaber 2 v 1 Glenurquhart
Caberfeidh 3 v 3 Kingussie
Skye 1 v 5 Newtonmore

Marine Harvest
National Division
Fort William 4 v 1 Strathglass
Glasgow MA 10 v 0 Inverness 
Kilmallie 2 v 0 Inveraray  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William 1 v 1 Aberdeen Uni 
Newtonmore 3 v 0 Glengarry 
Glenurquhart v Skye  

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish 2 v 2 Kilmory 
Lochside Rovers 5 v 2 Tayforth
Kyles Athletic P v P Bute
Due to bereavement 
Inveraray v Col Glen 

Marine Harvest 
North Divison 2
Boleskine 9 v 1 Strathspey  
Caberfeidh P v P Strathglass
To be rescheduled 
Lochaber 2 v 7 Kilmallie      

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll P v P Bute
To be rescheduled
Strachur 4 v 2 Aberdour 

Wednesday July 25
Strathdearn Cup
2nd Round
Newtonmore v Strathspey - 7pm

Saturday July 28
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup semi fi nal 
Newtonmore v Kilmallie - 4pm

Premiership 
Glenurquhart v Lovat  
Kingussie v Oban Camanachd 
Lochaber v Caberfeidh- 3pm 
Kinlochshiel v Kyles Athletic - 3pm
  
National Division
Inveraray v Inverness  
Oban Celtic v Strathglass  
Beauly v Glasgow MA - 3pm

North Division One
Kinlochshiel v Glengarry - Noon
Newtonmore v Skye
Aberdeen Uni v Glenurquhart 

South Division One 
Aberdour v Inveraray 
Bute v Kilmory
Lochside Rovers v  Ballachulish 
Kyles Athletic v Tayforth 
 
North Division Two
Beauly v Boleskine - Noon
Lochaber v Lovat - Noon
Strathspey v Lewis - 1.30pm
Lochcarron v Strathglass 
Caberfeidh v Inverness 

South Division Two
Aberdour v Oban Celtic
Bute v Strachur - Noon
Glasgow Mid Argyll  v  Glenorchy

(All throw-ups 2pm unless stated) Glenurquhart’s Neale Reis goes in for a challenge with Skye’s Iain 
MacPherson in a game the islanders won 2-1. Photo: Donald Cameron

Premiership a� er they turned in a 
devastating � rst half performance 
to beat Skye Camanachd 5-1 at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree.

Jordan Murchison remained on 
the Skye injury list along with Ally 
MacDonald, Iain Murray and Steven 
Morrison whilst Iain Nicolson was 
unavailable. Stewart Grant, Allan 
MacLeod and Ally ‘Spod’ MacLeod 
were missing from the squad which 
drew with Lochaber a week earlier. 

’More’s Steven MacDonald started 
a two-match suspension following 
his booking against Lochaber a 
fortnight earlier. He will also miss 
this Saturday’s Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup semi-� nal against 
Kilmallie. Iain Robinson returned 
to take up a place on the bench but 
David MacLean was still out injured. 

Newtonmore made an elec-
tric start to the game and Glen 
MacKintosh came deep to � re them 
into a nine-minute lead. 

Norman Campbell sent a big clear-
ance to Evan Menzies on le�  and he 
found Glen MacKintosh who sent 
the ball across goal to Menzies who 
ran on. Glen MacKintosh got away 
from his marker and when Ewen 
Fraser let the ball from Menzies 
run by him, MacKintosh thumped 
it past Skye keeper Iain Macleod on 
his le�  side. 

Skye’s John Gillies, who had 
moved into attack a� er starting 
the game with an ankle injury, saw 
a shot saved with his feet by Kenny 
Ross and Gillies shot just over the 
bar from the resultant corner.  

Michael Russell added a second 
on 15 minutes with the goal of the 
match which came following a 
� ne passing move involving Andy 
MacKintosh, Jamie Robinson, 
Michael Russell, Evan Menzies and 
Glen MacKintosh whose reverse 
pass sent Michael Russell sprinting 
clean through and he lo� ed the ball 
over the keeper and into the net.

Newtonmore continued to work 
the Skye defence with some lovely 
one-touch shinty coupled with 
some great movement and Michael 
Russell got his second and ’More’s 
third on 33 minutes when he blasted 
a Glen MacKintosh pass past by an 
unsighted Iain MacLeod, sending 
the ball just inside the post.   

Goals late in the half from Evan 
Menzies on 42 minutes and Ewen 
Fraser on the stroke of half-time 
gave the visitors a deserved 5-0 lead 
at the break. 

Evan Menzies tucked the ball 
low, tight into the corner of the net 
following a free-hit whilst Ewen 
Fraser turned home a rebound a� er 
Iain MacLeod had saved with his 
feet from a Fraser MacKintosh shot 
with the latter played in by Glen 
MacKintosh. 

� ere was just enough time to re-
start the game before referee Archie 
Ritchie blew for the break.  Some 

of Newtonmore’s � rst half play 
was devastating with their players 
feeling it was their best 45 minutes 
of the season so far.

Skye came much more into it in 
the second half whilst Newtonmore 
lacked the same punch shown dur-
ing the � rst period.

Skye came close on a couple of 
occasions before John Gillies pulled 
a goal back from a tight angle on the 
right with 10 minutes remaining. 
Will Cowie sent the ball high into 
the middle and Gillies knocked the 
ball down before running to the 
right and driving a great shot across 
the keeper into the far corner of the 
net.

Will Cowie was the pick of the 
Skye players whilst ’More’s Drew 
MacDonald caused Skye problems 
down the le�  � ank all a� ernoon. 

� is was a 10th successive win for 
Newtonmore who are � nding form 
at just the right time of the season. 

Caberfeidh 3 
Kingussie 3
Caberfeidh came from 3-1 down to 
draw 3-3 with Kingussie at Castle 
Leod

Caberfeidh defender Scott 
MacLachlan was out injured 
but Jamie Matheson and Colin 
MacLennan returned

Kingussie had Rory MacKeachan 
back and the started on the bench.

Cabers went in front on 13 minutes 
when a free-hit at the penalty spot 
was de� ected into Craig Morrison’s 
path and he sent the ball high into 
the net. 

Rory MacGregor levelled on 33 
minutes. � e ball was played down 
the line to Roddy Young who sent 
it on to James Hutchison and he 
squared to Ruaridh Anderson 
who slipped the ball to MacGregor 
to score. James Hutchison then 
played in Roddy Young to put the 

Kings ahead on 49 minutes before 
Alexander Michie ran down the 
wing and played the ball to James 
Hutchison and his return pass 
de� ected nicely for Michie to crack 
the ball home from near the penalty 
spot.

Caberfeidh rallied though and 
Craig Morrison got his second on 70 
minutes. 

� en, with just four minutes re-
maining, Colin MacLennan made it 
3-3, netting following a goalmouth 
scramble, with his e� ort bouncing 
into the net.  Kingussie will be con-
cerned that young defender Kieran 
MacPherson su� ered a suspected 
broken collar-bone which caused 
him to miss the Scotland U17 
Ireland Tour. 

Lochaber 2
Glenurquhart 1
A Stuart Callison goal on 90 
minutes gave Lochaber what could 
prove to be a priceless two points 
as they ran out 2-1 winners in their 
relegation battle with Glenurquhart 
at Spean Bridge

Lochaber’s Barry MacDonald 
was free of suspension for this 3pm 
throw up which allowed Martin 
Johnstone to return to full centre 
but Ryan Johnstone started a one-
match ban for passing through 
the disciplinary points threshold. 
Donald MacRae returned to take a 
place in defence and Conor Sweeney 
was given a start at wing centre. 

� ere was a minute’s silence ahead 
of throw up as a mark of respect 
following the passing of Lochaber 
stalwart Andrew Dignan. 

Glenurquhart were without James 
MacPherson who was also banned 
although he was unavailable for the 
visitors in any case. Lachie Smith 
was also missing.

A rare Eddie Tembo goal on 10 
minutes, with the veteran slamming 

a great shot high into the net, gave 
Glen the lead. 

Stuart Callison levelled with a 
good � nish on 15 minutes. 

Lochaber’s Danny Delaney seemed 
unfortunate to have a goal ruled out 
for o� side on the advice of the goal 
judge. 

� en, with seconds remaining, 
and to the delight of the home 
support, Stuart Callison got his 
second to give Lochaber a priceless 
win which moves them six points 
away from the relegation zone with 
Glenurquhart and Skye Camanachd 
looking increasingly isolated at the 
bottom. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Kilmallie 2
Inveraray 0
Kilmallie scored twice in the second 
half to beat Inveraray 2-0 at the 

Canal Parks
Kilmallie’s Martin Stewart and 

Innes Blackhall both missed out af-
ter su� ering injuries in the previous 
weekend’s Balliemore Cup win.

Inveraray’s Garry MacPherson 
served the � nal match of a four-
game ban whilst there was a place 
for Allan Cameron.

A� er a scoreless � rst half, Calum 
MacDougall gave Kilmallie a 
50-minute lead when he lo� ed the 
ball into the net from a tight angle.

Michael Rodger volleyed home a 
second on 68 minutes. Inveraray 
keeper Scott MacLachlan, who 
made several good saves, got his feet 
to the ball but couldn’t keep it out.

Kilmallie have a Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup semi-� nal tie 
against Newtonmore this Saturday 
with Martin Stewart and Innes 
Blackhall still likely to miss out and 
full back Iain Robertson on holiday.
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Kilmallie’s Steven Stewart in action during the National League game 
against Inveraray which the Lochaber side won 2-0.
Photo: Abrightsidephotography

Glasgow Mid Argyll 10
Inverness 0
Glasgow Mid Argyll beat Inverness 
10-0 in their 3pm throw up at Yoker.

Craig Anderson returned for GMA 
a� er missing the previous week-
end’s Liberty British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup Final defeat to 
Kilmallie. 

Calum Mclay on 20 minutes, 
Garry Luke a minute later and Jamie 
McFadyen on 23 minutes later got 
GMA o�  to a great start. Mclay again 
on 26 minutes and Jamie McFadyen 
on 28 minutes netted before Calum 
Mclay completed his hat-trick on 34 
minutes. 

Garry Luke got his second on 37 
minutes to make it 7-0 at the break.

Craig Anderson added two more 
on 46 and 57 minutes before Jamie 
McFadyen completed his hat-trick 
to round o�  the 10-0 win with a goal 
on 78 minutes. 

Fort William 4
Strathglass 1
Fort William stay second in the di-
vision a� er they defeated Strathglass 
4-1 in their noon throw up at An 
Aird.

Fort William’s Graham Campbell 
was free of suspension.

Lewis Morrison gave the Fort a 
24-minute advantage and Victor 
Smith made it 2-0 a minute before 
half-time.

Scott Douglas pulled a goal back on 
51 minutes only for Lewis Morrison 
to get his second on 66 minutes.

Jack Fraser made it 4-1 with 15 
minutes remaining.   

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore 3
Glengarry 0
� e Newtonmore second team are 
only a point away from retaining 
the Marine Harvest North Division 
1 title a� er they beat Glengarry 3-0 
in their top of the table clash at the 
Eilan.

A� er a goalless � rst half, Craig 
MacLeod gave Newtonmore the lead 
on 52 minutes. 

Calum Stewart added a second on 
the hour mark with Craig MacLeod 
getting his second a couple of min-
utes from time. 

Newtonmore now lead Glengarry 
by six points with Glengarry just 
having three more matches to play. 
’More can clinch the title at home to 
Skye this Saturday. 

Glenurquhart 1
Skye Camanachd 2
� e Skye Camanachd seconds beat 
the Glenurquhart seconds 2-1 at 
Blairbeg

Kenny MacLeod gave Skye a 
10-minute lead but Neale Reid 
equalised on 33 minutes.

Skye’s Angie MacDonald put the 
islanders back in front on 51minutes 
to give Skye nine points from nine 
games. 

Fi� h placed Skye, with � ve match-
es remaining, have played fewest 
matches in the division.  

Fort William 1
Aberdeen University 1
� e Fort William reserves and 
Aberdeen University shared the 
points following a 1-1 draw in their 
noon throw up at An Aird

Lewis Morrison gave Fort William 
the lead on 19 minutes.

However, Ruaraidh MacDonald 
equalised for the students just a 
minute into the second half.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 5
Tayforth 2
� e match between Lochside Rovers 
and Tayforth was a noon throw-up at 
Moss� eld so the players could watch 
the Artemis Macaulay Cup semi-� -
nal between Oban Camanachd and 
Kyles Athletic later in the a� ernoon.   

Lochside put in a strong � rst half 
performance to win the game 5-2. 

Lewis Buchanan gave Lochside 
a 17-minute lead only for Ewan 
Menzies to level on 22 minutes.

Lochside were playing some nice 
one-touch shinty which was a joy 
to watch and Connor Howe, on his 
return from Oban Celtic, put them 
back in front a� er 24 minutes.

� e good Lochside play contin-
ued and Lennon Campbell on 37 
minutes and a second from Lewis 
Buchanan on 39 minutes made it 4-1 
at the break. 

Lochside looked to be cruising but 
the second half was scrappy and 
they never hit the same heights. 

Brendan Duggan made it 4-2 on 46 
minutes as Tayforth were the better 
side in the second period.

Lennon Campbell got a second 
to make it 5-2 on 79 minutes and 
Lochside never looked like losing 
the game. 

Inveraray 0
Col Glen 2
A goal late in each half gave Col 
Glen a 2-0 win over the Inveraray 
colts at the Winterton.

Keeper Gregor Mather, David 
Macpherson and Andrew Fraser 
were all unavailable for Inveraray. 
Kieran Kirkhope went in the goals.

A � ne Scott MacVicar � nish just 
� ve minutes before the break put 
Col Glen ahead.

And the visitors added a second 
� ve minutes from time with another 
good goal; this time from Conor 
Kennedy.

Inveraray were le�  to rue a penalty 
miss in the game. 

Inveraray full back Graham 
MacPherson and Col Glen’s John 
MacPhail were both sent o�  late in 
the game by referee Robert Baxter. 
MacPhail for a challenge and 
MacPherson for retaliation.

It was a good win for Col Glen and 
both their goals were well taken.     
Ballachulish 2
Kilmory 2
Kilmory twice came from behind 
to draw 2-2 with Ballachulish at the 
Jubilee Park.

Cain MacPhee was free to play for 
Ballachulish but he will miss his 
side’s next two matches a� er passing 

through the disciplinary points 
threshold. 

Kilmory pair Sandy Leiper and 
David MacBrayne missed out 
through suspension. Leiper served 
a one-match ban but MacBrayne is 
sidelined for three matches.

Dan MacLean gave Balla’ a 25-min-
ute lead but Alex Cunningham 
levelled on the stroke of half-time.  

Ballachulish regained the lead 
through Scott Henderson on 65 
minutes but, when referee Graham 
Fisher awarded Kilmory a penalty 
with just three minutes remaining, 
Alistair MacArthur stepped up to 
ensure a share of the points. 

Kyles Athletic P
Bute P
� e division’s top two teams, the 
Kyles Athletic colts and Bute, were 
to meet at Tighnabruaich.

However, the match was postponed 
as it coincided with the funeral of 
six-year-old Alesha MacPhail which 
took place in Coatbridge. 

� e game will be rescheduled for a 
later date.

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochaber 2
Kilmallie 7
Kilmallie came out on top, winning 
7-2 in the reserve team derby with 
Lochaber at Spean Bridge. 

Dylan Brock and Keith Neville 
scored for the home side in this 
noon throw up.  

However, hat-tricks from Craig 
MacIsaac and Andrew Gibb goal 
and a Stewart Ross e� ort gave 
Kilmallie victory.

Boleskine 9
Strathspey Camanachd 1
Boleskine were too strong for 
Strathspey Camanachd, winning 
9-1 at Smith Park.

Doubles from Stuart MacRae, Scott 
Watson and Neil Hope as well as 
strikes from William MacKinnon, 
Ross MacKinnon and Michael 
Pirrie made up the Boleskine tally 
with Aaron MacBean replying for 
Strathspey.

Boleskine’s Hamish Stoddart was 
sent o�  by referee Andy MacLean.   
Caberfeidh P
Strathglass P
� e noon throw up between 
the Caberfeidh seconds and the 
Strathglass seconds at Castle Leod 
will be rescheduled. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Strachur 4
Aberdour 2
Strachur go two points clear at the 
top of the division a� er they beat 
bottom side Aberdour seconds 4-2 
at Strachurmore

Strachur’s Iain Wilson was free of 
his ban. 

Aberdour travelled with just 12  
players including possibly a � rst 
for shinty with husband and wife 
pairing Roddy MacColl and Lisa 
MacColl taking their places in the 
side. 

� ere was also a place for 12-year-
old Owen Burns, who scored his � rst 
goal for the club. Veteran Roddy 
MacColl got the other. 

However, Ross MacDonald, an 
Iain MacLennan brace and Sam 
Bulloch gave Strachur victory. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Bute P
� e game between the Glasgow 
Mid Argyll colts and the Bute colts 
at Yoker will be rescheduled. 

Uist Win Heb Celt
Lewis Camanachd 3
Uist Camanachd 5
Uist Camanachd won the Heb 
Celt Cup with a 5-3 win over rivals 
Lewis Camanachd in their 2pm 
throw up at Bayhead.

Scott MacLeod put Lewis ahead 
before Brendan McLoone levelled. 

Calum Gibb gave Uist the lead 
from the penalty spot but Ruairidh 
MacMillan made it 2-2.

John Gillies and Calum Ferguson 
had Lewis 4-2 ahead and although 
Donald Lamont pulled a goal back 
through Donald Lamont, Joseph 
MacInnes scored at the death to 
make it 5-2.

� ere was a stoppage when Lewis 
Camanachd’s Innes Lamont was 
treated for a facial injury and it was 
later con� rmed he had su� ered a 
broken nose. 

Uist’s Michael MacLeod was 
named man-of-the-match by veter-
an referee Henry MacInnes.  

WCA Round Up
� ere was a full Women’s 
Camanachd Association pro-
gramme over the weekend.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Skye Camanachd 18 
Ardnamurchan 0
� e Skye Camanachd Ladies’ � rst 
team beat Ardnamurchan 18-0 in 
their noon throw up at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree. 

Lorna MacRae (5), Jenna Beaton 
(4), Caitlin MacLean (3), Sarah 
Corrigall (3), Ilana Paterson (2) and 
Izzy Law got the Skye goals against 
a spirited Ard’ side. 

Lochaber 2
Badenoch 6
Badenoch stay very much in the 
title hunt as they beat Lochaber 
6-2 in their 1pm throw up at Spean 
Bridge.

Kirsty Deans, back in the 
Badenoch side, scored three times 
with Zoe Reid twice and Megan 
Ralph getting the others.

� e Lochaber scorers were Kirsty 
Delaney and Amy Disher.  

Fort William 0
Glasgow Mid Argyll 7
Fort William went down 7-0 to 
Glasgow Mid Argyll in their 1pm 
throw up at An Aird

Joan Nicolson (3), Shona Fisher 
(2), Amy Harris and Evie Coultas 
got the goals.

Aberdour v
Strathspey W/O
Aberdour were unable to raise a 
team for their match with Strathspey 
at Silversands so Strathspey were 
awarded the points.
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Lochside’s Craig Easton and Callum Kirsop close in on Tayforth’s 
Brendan Duggan during last weekend’s South Division One game at 
Moss� eld which the red and blacks won 5-2. Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lovat 11
Inverness 4 
Lovat beat Inverness 11-4 in their 
2pm throw up at Balgate.

Katie McMillian struck twice for 
Inverness with Emma MacLennan 
and Melissa MacKay also scoring.

However, � ve-goals from both 
Laura Gallacher and Fiona Urquhart 
and a Holli Sneddon e� ort meant 
Lovat took the spoils. 
Lochaber 2
Strathglass 3
Strathglass edged out the Lochaber 
second team 3-2 in their 3pm throw 
up at Spean Bridge.

Sarah Davie and Shanna Michie 
netted for the hosts but Cassie 
Dorrian, Laura Fraser and Kayleigh 
MacGregor meant Strathglass re-
turned home with the points.

Glengarry 4
Kinlochshiel 0
Elaine Cameron scored twice as 
Glengarry defeated Kinlochshiel 4-0 
in their 1pm throw up at Craigard

Emily Gordon and Isla Mackay got 
the others.

Glenurquhart 10
Skye Camanachd 4
Glenurquhart beat the Skye 
Camanachd second team 10-4 in 
their noon throw up at Blairbeg

Hazel Hunter and Donna 
MacKenzie grabbed hat-tricks 
for the Glen. Abi Stoddart scored 
twice and Chloe MacLeod and Julie 
MacLeod made up their tally.

Abby MacLean scored all four 
Skye goals.

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Ardnamurchan W/O
v Glasgow Mid Argyll
� e Ardnamurchan seconds were 
awarded the points when the 
Glasgow and Mid Argyll seconds 
were unable to raise a team for their 
journey north. 

Tayforth 0
Cowal & Bute 0
� e game between Tayforth and 
Cowal & Bute will be rescheduled.

Dunadd P
Oban P
� e meeting between Dunadd and 
Oban has been rescheduled for 
Sunday August 26.

2018 WCA Shinty 
Development Camp
� e Women’s Camanachd 
Association held another successful 
Shinty Development Camp as 47 
young players from throughout 
Scotland gathered at Strathallan, 
Perthshire for a weekend’s coaching. 

Volunteer coaches Stuart 
Reid, Niamh Donnelly, Lee 
� omson, Kirsty Deans and 
Donna MacKenzie were joined by 
Camanachd Association coaches 
Euan McMurdo, Ronald Ross, Paul 
MacArthur and Katie Drain to put 
the girls through their paces. 

� e weekend began with some 
team building activities followed 
on the second day by drills focused 
around hitting, blocking and con-
trol as well as a World Cup-themed 
sixes competition.

� e coaches facilitated a talk 
around tactics whilst the � nal day 
included some more drills speci� c 
to ‘game-like’ situations, striking 
the ball and moving into space. 

Camanachd Association President 
Lisa MacColl joined to hand out the 
player camp awards as follows:

Senior player of the camp - Hannah Johnson 
(Inverness)  

Junior player of the camp - Kirsty Campbell 
(Ardnamurchan) 

Senior most endeavour - Eilidh MacInnes 
(Kinlochshiel) 

Junior most endeavour - Laura Brandie 
(Inverness)

Most improved player - Leah MacLeod 
(Skye Camanachd)

Skills winners: 
Rowan Cooper (Aberdour)  
Maree MacKenzie (Kinlochshiel) 
Katie MacRae (Kinlochshiel) 
Caitlin Mutch (Inverness) 
Hannah Johnson (Inverness)
Beth Murphy (Kinlochshiel)
World Cup winners - France

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty 
Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of 
the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£4700
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
F Beaton
Queen Elizabeth Cottages, Furnace
N Black
Lovat Road, Kinlochleven
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National Player 
Development Camp

Saints play 
Kincardine in 
pre-season 
friendly on 
Saturday
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FOOTBALL
After three weeks of hard 
pre-season training and the 
D & K La� erty Cup tourna-
ment, Oban Saints played 
the  � rst of four pre-season 
friendlies when they took on 
Vale of Leven Juniors at the 
rugby pitch last Saturday.

Match report and photos 
on pages 66 and 67.

This Saturday the Oban 
side take on Stirling and 
District AFA premier division 
side Kincardine again at the 
rugby pitch, kick-o�  at 2pm, 
with referee Martin Rae in 
charge. 

This is followed by the 
annual Argyll and Bute Cup 
Tournament in Lochgilphe-
ad on Saturday August 4. 

Saints have been drawn in 
group two along with hosts 
Lochgilphead Red Star, Port 
Glasgow and Neilston. 

The Oban side then take 
on South Lochaber Thistle at 
Glencruitten on Wednesday 
August 8, kick-o�  7pm.

This will be followed by 
a game against an Oban 
Saints youth team on a date 
still to be decided.

The Scottish Amateur 
League programme gets 
under way on August 18.

Pre-season training 
continues on Monday and 
Wednesday nights at the 
rugby club with � tness 
trainer Jemma Campbell.

Camanachd exit Macaulay Cup
Determination written 
all over the faces of Kyles 
Athletic’s Callum Miller and 
Oban Camanachd’s Andrew 
‘Papa’ MacCuish during 
last Saturday’s Macaulay 
Cup semi-� nal at Moss� eld 
which the Tighnabruaich 
side won 2-1 in an enhralling 
encounter. Match report on 
the shinty pages. 
Photo: Stephen Lawson
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A young osprey chick has been 
nicknamed ‘Bolt’ by wildlife experts 
a� er he survived a lightning storm 
last month which saw nest webcam 
equipment damaged.

Woodland Trust Scotland operates 
the live camera feed from an osprey 
nest at Loch Arkaig near Fort William. 

� ousands of people from around 
the world tuned in last year to watch 
osprey parents rear a chick on the nest, 
but this year tragedy struck when a 
pine marten raided the nest in May.

� en the internet camera feed was cut 
in June a� er what may well have been 
a lightning strike during that month’s 

� erce storm. But conservationists 
were delighted when it emerged that 
the next nearest osprey pair had 
successfully reared a chick, which 
had survived the lightning storm, and 
christened the feisty youngster Bolt in 
tribute. 

For the full story, turn to page eight.

Loch Arkaig’s Bolt braved lightning storm

Young Loch Arkaig osprey ‘Bolt’ is thriving after surviving a near lightning strike recently. Photograph: Lewis Pate

As Lochaber experiences 
another booming tourist sea-
son, workers in the industry 
have complained to a national 
trades union group about 
poor workplace conditions.

� e Scottish Trades Union 
Congress (STUC), which 
received these latest allega-
tions, says a ‘pro� t-hungry 
approach’ to tourism is to 
blame.

� e complaints from 
Lochaber workers follow a 
recent investigation by the 
STUC into seasonal employ-
ees in Skye who reported 
being underpaid, overworked 
and having to live in poor 
accommodation.

Union o�  cials looked into 
speci� c cases on the island 
as part of its Better than Zero 
campaign on workers’ rights.

Since the publication of the 
STUC’s � ndings this week, 
campaigners say they have 

received similar complaints 
from workers in Lochaber.

A spokesperson from  
Better than Zero said: ‘Since 
the report came out about the 
issues on Skye, people from 
across the West Highlands 
have been in contact with 
Better than Zero reporting 
similar conditions.

‘Communities from 
Lochaber to Lochinver 
are being worn down by a 
pro� t-hungry approach to 
tourism here. Employers are 
concerned day to day with 
how to cut wages, conditions, 
and even food allowances.

‘Workers need to come 
together in a union to � ght 
for better conditions, and we 
urge anyone a� ected to get in 
contact with Better than Zero 
or the Scottish Trades Union 
Congress. We’re ready to 
support all workers who are 
prepared to � ght for a better 
deal.’

Tourism 
workers’ 
concerns

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page three
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�e trial of a Spean Bridge 
man charged with assaulting 
his partner was halted due 
to lack of evidence at Fort 
William Sheri� Court last 
week.

Graeme Porter, 34, had de-
nied assaulting the woman at 
the home they shared in Spean 
Bridge on February 7 this year.

Porter had been accused of 
throwing a clothes horse at his 
partner, striking her body by 
throwing a lighter at her and 
repeatedly pushing/seizing 
her by the neck and restricting 
her breathing.

During the trial on Friday, 
Sheri� Bill Taylor heard evi-
dence from both the woman 
and Porter’s sister.

Both said on the morning 
in question, Porter had not 
seemed his usual self – he 
had been slightly slurring his 
words and seemed unsteady 
on his feet, with his only desire 
to go back to bed.

A�er arguing with Porter 

over his reluctance to help 
with the normal morning 
chores, including the school 
run, his partner had dialled 
999 and made the allegation 
of assault.

But she had quickly called 
back to recant her accusations 
and requesting that a visit by 
police o�cers be cancelled. 

She told the court she 
became hysterical at the 
thought of o�cers arriving 
and had been fearful Porter 
would be arrested.

And she admitted to 
Procurator Fiscal Robert 
Weir that she had been angry 
and upset at the time she 
made the initial 999 call and 

had exagerrated the extent of 
the assault. ‘He was not his 
normal self. He usually got 
up to help with the school run 
but wouldn’t that morning,’ 
she said.

‘We had an argument. He 
went to the back door to leave 
and we might have barged 
into each other.’

However, when quizzed by 
Mr Weir on whether Porter 
had indeed grabbed her by 
the neck and restricted her 
breathing as detailed in the 
statement she gave to police, 
the woman told the court that 
had been an exaggeration on 
her part.

‘Did you lie to the police?’ 
asked Mr Weir. ‘It was an 
exaggeration,’ the woman 
replied, who con�rmed the 
couple were back together.

‘You told police he had 
forced your head back and 
made it tough for you to 
breathe,’ said Mr Weir.

She answered: ‘It was not 

as bad as that. �ere were no 
injuries or marks. I was just 
angry and disappointed.’

Under cross-exami-
nation by defence agent 
Ruben  Murdanaigum, the 
woman con�rmed she had 
written to the Procurator 
Fiscal’s o�ce to ask that the 
case be dropped.

‘Because you didn’t want 
to come here [court] when 
that statement [to police] 
wasn’t accurate?’ asked Mr 
Murdanaigum. ‘Yes,’ she 
answered.

‘And the hit on your neck 
could have just been acciden-
tal contact?’ he asked. ‘Yes,’ 
she replied again.

�e woman also con�rmed 
Porter had been on medica-
tion at the time from his GP.

It was at this point that Mr 
Weir informed the court that 
the Crown was no longer 
seeking a conviction in the 
case due to a lack of evidence 
and the charge was dropped.

Trial of man collapses 
due to lack of evidence

Fort William Sheri� Court.

Fort store 
to introduce 
‘quieter hour’
Morrisons’ store in Fort 
William has introduced a 
quieter hour for customers 
who would bene�t from a 
calmer shopping trip.

Designed to help customers 
who currently struggle with 
music and the other noise 
associated with supermarket 
shopping, the designated hour 
will begin tomorrow and then 
take place every Saturday from 
9-10am in the An Aird store.

�e quieter hour has been 
created with the support of 
the National Autistic Society. 
Many people who are autistic 
or those with autistic children 
can �nd supermarket shopping 
an anxious experience.

During the quieter hour the 
store will dim the lights; turn 
music and radio o�; avoid 
making tannoy announce-
ments; reduce movement of 
trolleys and baskets; turn 
down checkout beeps and 
other electrical noises; and 
place a poster outside to tell 
customers it is quieter hour.

Morrisons says it will also 
work to improve awareness 
among colleagues.

Warrant issued for Duror man
A sheri� last week granted a 
warrant to apprehend a man 
whose address was given as 
Kentallen Travellers’ Site, 
Duror, a�er he failed to ap-
pear at Fort William Court.

Donald Reid, 36, faces four 
charges alleged to have oc-
curred on September 28 last 
year, including repeatedly 
uttering threats of violence, 
behaving in an aggressive 

manner and placing two men 
in a state of fear and alarm 
at the Ballachulish Hotel, 
Glencoe; also, on the same 
day at the hotel, assaulting a 
hotel employee by pushing 
him on the body, poking his 
face and seizing the man by 
the body.

Reid is also charged with 
assaulting a second man at 
the hotel, by throwing liquid 

over him and seizing him by 
the body. �e fourth charge 
against Reid is that on the 
same day in a police vehicle 
between the hotel and Fort 
William Police Station, he 
behaved in a threatening 
or abusive manner likely 
to cause fear and alarm by 
repeatedly uttering threats 
of violence towards police 
o�cers and their families.

Failed to 
appear

Sectarian 
remarks
Fort William resident 
Craig Robert Brian Cook 
had sentenced deferred 
for background reports 
at the town’s sheri� court 
last week, a�er he pleaded 
guilty to an o�ence in a  
local pub in May.

Cook, 27, of the town’s 
Brown Court, admitted 
that on May 19 he behaved 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner likely to cause a 
reasonable person fear and 
alarm by shouting and 
swearing, and shouting 
sectarian remarks.

Cook’s plea of not guilty 
to a further charge on 
the same day in the High 
Street, that he had behaved 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner likely to cause 
a reasonable person fear 
and alarm, by shouting 
and swearing at police and 
threatening violence, was 
accepted by the Crown.

Sheri� Bill Taylor 
deferred sentence until 
August 14 for a criminal 
justice social work report 
and bail was continued.

A warrant to apprehend 
has been issued a�er Fort 
William resident Sharon 
Joan Kenna failed to appear 
at the town’s sheri� court 
last week.

Kenna, 48, of Carn Dearg 
Road, Claggan, is accused 
of operating a stereo and 
speakers at a volume to give 
another person reasonable 
cause for annoyance at her 
home on June 2 this year 
and of failing to desist 
when asked to do so by a 
police o�cer.

Kenna is further 
charged with behaving in 
a threatening or abusive 
manner likely to cause 

fear and alarm by uttering 
threats of violence and to 
damage property.
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Lochaber tourism sta�  complain to 
STUC about poor working conditions

Tourism is vital to the 
Lochaber economy, with 
around 1,500 people em-
ployed in the hospitality 
sector, according to � gures 
from Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce.

MSP for Lochaber and 
Skye Kate Forbes said: ‘� e 
tourism industry in Scotland 
is experiencing signi� cant 
growth right now, and there 
are many organisations 
across my constituency that 
have excellent reputations for 
how they treat their sta�  as 
well as customers. 

‘Against that backdrop, I am 
deeply concerned to hear of 
these reports. 

‘It goes without saying that 
all Lochaber employers should 
treat their workers fairly, with 
dignity and respect.’

According to � gures re-
leased last week by the O�  ce 
for National Statistics, the 
number of overseas tourists 
visiting Scotland rose to 3.2 
million last year – many of 
whom will come to Lochaber 
during their visit.

CEO of Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce Lesley Ben� eld 
said that, as a result of the 
high visitor numbers in the 
area, there was an ‘extremely 
high’ demand for seasonal 
sta� .

She said: ‘It’s true that work-
ers in the hospitality industry 
work irregular hours over 

busy periods to meet peak 
time demand.

‘� e chamber of commerce 
runs regular employment 
law seminars to ensure our 
member businesses are very 
aware of the latest legislation 
on looking a� er workers 
and we also provide free 
up-to-date HR policies and 
documents, and advice from 
employment lawyers as part 
of membership.’

She added: ‘� e demand 
for seasonal hospitality 
workers is extremely high in 
Lochaber at the moment, and 
our member businesses are 
telling us that making sure 
they retain good sta�  is one 
of the most crucial factors to 
their success.’

Last year, Lochaber and the 
rest of the Highlands saw 
investigations into more 
than 1,000 missing persons, 
which has prompted MSP 
Kate Forbes to call for greater 
awareness and support for 
those who have vanished and 
those they leave behind.

� e Scottish Government 
launched a new National 
Missing Persons Framework 
last year, which laid out the 
responsibilities for profes-
sionals to support missing 
children and adults, although 
the guidance is not statutory.

At Holyrood, Coatbridge 
and Chryston MSP Fulton 
MacGregor has been cam-
paigning to ensure better 
implementation nationwide.

In 2017/18, more than 23,000 
missing episodes were report-
ed to Police Scotland, with 
almost two thirds of those 
reports related to children 
and young people – many of 
whom are at risk of grooming, 
exploitation or abuse.

More than half of the 
children who go missing in 
Scotland will be in the care 

system, meaning they are at 
particularly high risk.

Adults who go missing are 
also highly vulnerable and 
may face serious risks, and 
it is thought that up to 80 
per cent will be experiencing 
mental health issues.

Research shows as many 
as one in 10 missing adults 
involve a person living with 
dementia. Suicide is also a 
risk, and it is estimated that 
one in every 20 missing adults 
will have gone with the inten-
tion of taking their own life.

Ms Forbes, MSP for Skye, 

Lochaber and Badenoch, said 
it was deeply upsetting to see 
how many people were report-
ed missing in the Highlands 
each year.

‘� e consequences for the 
friends and family le�  behind 
must be devastating as they 
battle the pain of not knowing 
where their loved ones are,’ 
she said. ‘I fully support my 
colleague Fulton MacGregor’s 
e� orts to raise awareness of 
this and ensure there is more 
help for the children and 
adults who are missing and 
the families le�  behind.’

MSP calls for 
more help to fi nd 
missing persons 
in the Highlands

Kate Forbes MSP is calling for greater support for people who are 
coping with their loved one having gone missing.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Continued from page one

Jobs blow at Abellio call 
centre in Fort William
Sta�  at rail operator Abellio’s call 
centre in Fort William have been 
told four of their jobs are to be 
transferred to Glasgow.

And the Lochaber Times under-
stands that the four sta�  members 
currently � lling those roles at the 
Dutch-owned company’s premises 
on the Claggan Industrial Estate will 
not be given the chance to transfer 
to Glasgow, as their employment 
is not being extended beyond an 
initial probationary period.

A spokesman for Abellio said this 
week: ‘As we continue to put in place 
the most e� ective service for our 
customers across the country, local 
team members have been advised of 
a decision to move four roles to our 
Glasgow o�  ce.’

� e Transport Salaried Sta�  
Association (TSSA) trade union rep-
resenting 57 workers at the call centre 
is now seeking an urgent meeting 
with Abellio bosses to � nd out why it 
is cutting jobs in Fort William.

� e union says it wants the com-
pany to reverse its decision to make 
four people redundant and will also 
seek assurances this move does not 
herald further sta�  cuts.

TSSA general secretary Manuel 
Cortes said: ‘� e uncertainty this 
announcement brings will shake 
Fort William. If Glasgow needs four 
more customer service jobs, we wel-
come this. However, this shouldn’t 
be done at the expense of jobs in the 
Highlands.

‘Abellio should hang its head in 
shame. Its ScotRail franchise is 
worth £6 billion of Scottish taxpay-
ers’ money, yet these workers from 
Fort William were not even given 
the option to move with their jobs. 
It’s a disgrace.’

Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes said she 
was very disappointed and wants an 
urgent meeting with Abellio ScotRail 
bosses in the hope these jobs can be 
kept here. ‘I want to see more jobs 
coming to Fort William, not moved 
to the central belt,’ she said.

And leader of Lochaber Area 
Committee Fort William councillor 
Andrew Baxter added: ‘Why do 
call centre jobs need to be located 
in Glasgow? � ey’ve also behaved 
shabbily in preventing existing sta�  
from applying to transfer. With the 
intervention of our MSP, I hope they 
see sense.’
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The quality of work  
in our new kitchen, conservatory 
and deck is excellent 

The construction team were a  
credit to the Company.”

- Mr and Mrs Dalgarno

� e Royal Mail has apolo-
gised a� er deliveries were 
disrupted in Arisaig earlier 
this month and says new sta�  
are being hired.

Posting on the local com-
munity council’s Facebook 
page, council chairman Iain 
Macniven told how he had 
returned from a few days 
away in mid-July to discover 
there had been no mail deliv-
ered for almost a week.

Mr Macniven posted the 
angry comment: ‘� e local 
inept Royal Mail manage-
ment appears to have made 
no contingency plans for the 
departure of Greg and the 
retirement of Ross or, if they 
have, the plan failed.

‘Last year they let two post-
ies go on holiday while two 
others were o�  sick, leaving 
no cover. I have contacted 
Royal Mail asking for an 
explanation in my capacity 
as chair of the CC.’

Asked for an explanation, 
a  Royal Mail spokeswoman 
told the Lochaber Times this 
week: ‘Unfortunately there 
have been two operational 
issues which have disrupted 
our service in Arisaig during 
the week of July 9 and we 
apologise to all customers for 

this inconvenience.
‘We have had a member of 

sta�  resign from their post as 
well as having one person o�  
on long-term sick leave.  We 
have now recruited one new 
person and another is due 
to join us shortly. Deliveries 
have been back to normal 
since last week.

‘Royal Mail and all our 
people are committed to 
providing a � rst-class service 
locally to  our customers.’

Highland councillor for 
Caol and Mallaig Allan 
Henderson said he had not 
been aware of the issues with 
postal deliveries at Arisaig 
this month.

‘I think part of the di�  -
culty o� en is that the Royal 
Mail can’t just send anyone 
out – these days they have to 

get everyone scrutinised and 
that all takes time.’

And Mr Henderson’s Caol 
and Mallaig ward colleague 
Denis Rixson said his im-
pression from speaking to 
Royal Mail sta�  locally was 
that e� orts were genuinely 
being made to rectify the 
situation.

‘Certainly local postal sta�  
seem determined this sort 
of thing as experienced at 
Arisaig shouldn’t happen. 
� e thing is when you live on 
the west coast, a very rural 
area, sometimes this sort of 
thing can and does happen.’

Royal Mail says 
sorry over Arisaig 
delivery disruption

 Glengarry Parish Church 
is hosting its annual � ower 
festival from today (July 
26) to Sunday July 29, 
between 10am and 9pm 
each day. A praise evening 
in the church will take place 
on the Sunday evening 
from 7pm. This year the 
festival’s theme is Our 
Highland Home and this 
will be illustrated in a series 
of � ower arrangements 
focusing on hospitality, 
leisure, landscape, the 
community woodland and 
employment. Donations 
to church funds will be 
gratefully received.
 Art Lochaber is celebrat-
ing 40 years of the club 
with its annual exhibition 
at Ben Nevis Distillery, Fort 
William, from Saturday, July 
28, until Saturday August 11. 
Open daily from 10am until 
6pm. Everyone welcome to 
browse or buy.
 The Highland Bookshop 
is hosting a story time with 
children’s author Molly 
Arbuthnot between 11am 
and noon on Saturday, July 
28. This event is free and no 
tickets are required.
 Lochaber Rugby Club is 

hosting a treasure hunt on 
Saturday, July 28, at 2pm. 
Meet at the Lochaber Rugby 
Club clubhouse at Banavie. 
Entry is £5 per team and 
there is a maximum of � ve 
people per team. Numerous 
prizes to be won.
 The fourth International 
Fort William Marathon 
takes place on Sunday, 
July 29. The challenging 
multi-terrain marathon 
begins at Nevis Range and 
takes in some of the area’s 
most fantastic scenery 
and landmarks, including 
the Commando Memorial, 
Caledonian Canal, General 
Wade’s high bridge and, of 
course, Ben Nevis. Regis-
tration is now closed. More 
info at fortwilliammarathon.
co.uk

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

� nd us on 
facebook

www.lochabertimes.co.uk

West coast � sherman are 
hoping controversial new 
regulations on minimum 
landing sizes (MLS) for 
lobsters will be reconsid-
ered by the head of Marine 
Scotland and two Scottish 
Government cabinet secre-
taries a� er claiming it might 
harm their livelihoods.

Earlier this year, as part of 
a two-year measure, Marine 
Scotland increased the MLS 
to 88mm, which prompted 
creel � shermen on the Isle of 
Skye to raise the matter with 
their local MSP, Kate Forbes. 

In year two, the MLS rises 
to 90mm – which local � sher-

men believe will hinder their 
trade. 

� e creel � shermen would 
like to see the same MLS of 
87mm – which is the ideal 
plate-sized lobster – applied 
to the whole of Scotland.

Kate Forbes MSP promised 
to speak to Graham Black, 
director of Marine Scotland, 
Roseanna Cunningham, 
cabinet secretary for envi-
ronment, climate change 
and land reform, and Fergus 
Ewing, cabinet secretary for 
the rural economy, on behalf 
of west coast � shermen with 
information about the impact 
of the new MLS on their 

livelihoods. 
She said: ‘A roomful of Skye 

� shermen met with me last 
year to highlight the propos-
als for new minimum landing 
sizes (MLS) for lobsters on 
the west coast. 

‘At the time, I raised it with 
Marine Scotland.

‘A number of � shermen 
have contacted me again 
to say that they have more 
information about the impact 
of di� erent MLSs on the west 
coast, and I promised to raise 
their concerns with Marine 
Scotland again.

‘I have been told by some of 
the creel � shermen that big 

Lobster landing size issue

Police in Lochaber are 
appealing for information 
following the the�  and sub-
sequent recovery of a van in 
Fort William.

� e silver Vauxhall Vivaro 
– bearing the sign of DMD 
Construction – was re-
moved from an address in 
the Kilmallie Road  area of 
Caol  sometime a� er 10pm 
on Sunday July 22.

� e vehicle was subse-
quently located at about 

1.40am on Monday on the 
A82 near Torlundy. � e van 
had su� ered some minor 
bodywork damage.

Sergeant Ross McCartney 
said: ‘O�  cers will be 
carrying out door-to-door 
enquiries into this the�  in 
both the Kilmallie road and 

Glenmallie road areas.
‘I would ask anyone who 

believes they saw anything 
suspicious late on Sunday 
night or in the early hours 
of Monday to pass this on 
to us.’

� ose with information 
can speak to any police 
o�  cer or call the o�  ce in 
Fort William on 101, using 
reference NP/3157/18. � ey 
can also call Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

Stolen van found at Torlundy

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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� e � rst gin distillery in 
Lochaber has been rec-
ognised at one of the best 
known and world-renowned 
spirits competitions for its 
� agship drink.

Devil’s Staircase, made 
in North Ballachulish, 
won a silver medal in the 
Contemporary-style Gin 
category and was also 
awarded a bronze medal in 
the gin and tonic category at 
the  International Wine and 
Spirits Competition.

� e competition has  more 
than 400 global experts 
judging products for seven 
months of the year from near-
ly 90 countries worldwide.

Spirits undergo taste and 
quality testing including 
blind tastings by the expert 
judges as well as chemical 
and microbiological analysis.

Devil’s Staircase Highland 
Spiced Gin is distilled in 
Pixel Spirits Distillery 
and Gin School in North 
Ballachulish, near the famous 
West Highland Way location 
that the gin takes its name 
from. � e distillery opened 
in October 2017 and only re-
leased its � rst products about 
eight months ago.

Craig Innes, the co-owner 
and master distiller of 
Pixel Spirits, said: ‘We are 
absolutely ecstatic with the 

news. It is incredible to think 
that less than a year ago we 
released our � rst batch of 
Devil’s Staircase Highland 
Spiced Gin, distilled in our 
100-litre still and now we are 
already receiving interna-
tional recognition.

‘We distill tiny batches 
amounting to about 80 bot-
tles per distillation and put 
in a lot of hours cra� ing our 
spirits to the highest quality, 
which is why we can now 
compete on an international 
playing � eld. We want to 
give a debt of thanks to our 
customers and stockists who 
have supported us from the 
very beginning.’

Ballachulish 
gin scoops 
silver award

VIEW FROM The Chamber

lobsters have never been in 
plentiful supply around Skye 
due to the type of ground and 
therefore it is more di�  cult to 
source lobsters with the new 
MLS.

‘As the MLS is set to in-
crease again next year, it is 
important that I raise these 
issues with the Scottish 
Government because next 
year’s additional increase to 
the MLS will only exacerbate 
any current issues.

‘Ultimately, it is vitally im-
portant that we support creel 
� shermen as much as possi-
ble, because their livelihoods 
sustain communities.’

raised with government

Fishermen are calling for the controversial new regula-
tions on minimum lobster sizes to be reconsidered.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce has been closely 
involved with supporting the 
e� orts of the Fort  William 
Marina and Shoreline 
Company to bring cruise 
ship visitors to experience 
Lochaber.

Until just two years ago, 
there was no easy way for 
cruise ship passengers to dis-
embark and explore the area.

� e success of the Fort 
William Marina and 
Shoreline Company in in-
stalling pontoons and  creat-
ing a welcoming entrance on 
the shores of Loch Linnhe has 
created new opportunities 
for  tourism businesses in 
Lochaber.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce helped to raise 
the pro� le of the area as a 
cruise destination at  two 
major international cruise 
conferences.

At the conferences, del-
egates and representatives 
from cruise companies and 

international travel trade 
were shown a three-minute 
promotional video about the 
activities, attractions and 
hospitality on o� er in the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK.

� e new pontoons and the 
work carried out to promote 
the Outdoor Capital of the 
UK directly to the  cruise 
market have paid o� . � is 
year will see four cruise ships 
drop anchor in Loch Linnhe 
– with a fantastic 11 boats due 
to call in 2019.

Keep a weather-eye on the 

loch next week – the MV 
Boudicca will return with 
more visitors eager to  ex-
plore Lochaber on � ursday 
August 2.

Promoting your tourism 
business through the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK is easy to 
do. Get in touch to become a 
member of the chamber and 
start bene� ting from being 
part of our established brand 
today.

Give us a call on 01397 705 
765 to � nd out more or see 
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk 

Visitors disembark MV Boudicca for a day out in Lochaber.

Craig and 
Noru Innes 
operate Pixel 
Spirits from 
the Loch 
Leven Hotel in 
North 
Ballachulish 
which 
produces 
the Devil’s 
Staircase gin.
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Mallaig Maritime Day on Saturday 
saw the � shing port packed with 
family and friends who all joined in 
the fun to raise cash for two charities 
dear to the heart of the town: RNLI 
and � e Fishermen’s Mission, writes 
Joanne Simms.

� ey were joined by tourists and for 
those travelling on the Jacobite steam 
train, there was the added bonus of 
the lunchtime train being met by this 
year’s gala queen and princess and 
the Isle of Skye Pipe Band.

� is year’s gala queen is Megan 
Morrison, aged 13, and her princess 
is Laila Tarn, 12, both of who live in 
Mallaig.

Megan, who is the daughter of Innes 
and Catriona Morrison, helps with a 
lot of community events and Laila is 
the daughter of Billy MacQueen and 
Diane Tarn.

As would be expected in a � shing 
port, no party is complete without 
plenty of seafood. Harry Marshall 
and Jean MacNaughton of the West 

Highland Hotel were hard at work 
cooking two giant pans of � sh; there 
were langoustines, mussels, monk-
� sh and salmon generously donated 
by local � shing boats and Marine 

Harvest, all cooked in the   huge 
‘community pot’ which famous local 
resident, Sir Cameron Mackintosh, 
gi� ed to the town.

Stormy Sam and Albert, the mas-

cots of the RNLI and Mission, were 
out and about with Kaye Rodgers 
and Gregor Innes working hard 
inside the giant costumes.

Ferguson Transport and Shipping 

had a display on board one of the 
company’s lorries, highlighting all 
the work they do in and around the 
Mallaig area, transporting � sh to the 
processing plant in Fort William and 

Gala Queen Megan reigns 
over maritime day success

This year’s gala queen Megan Morrison and her princess is Laila Tarn, with Stormy Sam and Albert, the mascots;    Heather Gray and Euan 
Calder at The Fishermen’s Mission stall. Photographs: Joanne Simms

delivering feed for the � sh farms by 
lorries and by sea.

Na Fir Dileas ‘the loyal men’, name-
ly Bob Beveridge, John Rattigan, 
David Gallacher and Ronnie Stewart, 
are Jacobite actors who travelled to 
Mallaig onboard the steam train, 
collecting for the charities, posing 
for photographs and explaining to 
tourists the Jacobite history of the 
area.

Music for the day was provided 
by members of the Isle of Skye Pipe 
Band, who started the day’s events o�  
by marching from the car deck of the 
Armadale ferry.

� e annual � shing boat race saw 
plenty of guests on board the boats 
and then the day ended with a ceilidh 
and party in the community centre.

� e � nal amount raised will be 
announced later.

  Above:  Florence MacLean guard on the Jacobite steam train waves o�  the train at the 
end of the afternoon;  Isle of Skye Pipe Band marched o�  the ferry from Armadale and 
into Mallaig. Photographs: Joanne Simms
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Distillery is batty about furry friends

Harry Marshall and Jean MacNaughton of the West 
Highland Hotel once again cooked up and served two 
huge pans of seafood; The Marine Harvest barbecue is 
always popular with the crowd – Clare Whitton, Simon 
MacDonald, Marine Harvest’s assistant manager at 
Carradale and Innes Morrison from the lifeboat crew 
were hard at work all day; Audrey McKay, who chairs 
the RNI fundraising committee, Karen Calder of The 
Fishermen’s Mission, Ellen McCaulay fundraising 
volunteer and Ross MacKay RNLI crew member;  The 
Mallaig �eet and visiting boats were dressed up for the 
day. Photographs: Joanne Simms

Raasay Distillery  is home 
to  the UK’s most north-west-
erly population of rare 
brown long-eared bats,  as 
well as a colony of  common 
pipistrelle  bats,  which were 
discovered nesting in the roof 
of Borodale House prior to the 
distillery construction.

On  Wednesday August 1, 

from 7pm-11pm, the distillery 
will host an interactive evening 
so visitors can learn more 
about the distillery’s furry 
friend through a ‘bat safari’.

�e bats were carefully 
looked a�er during the build 
and were temporarily rehomed 
in bat boxes in the surrounding 
trees. When the building work 

was complete the bats were 
settled into their very own ‘bat 
hotel’ in Borodale House.

A�er a distillery tour, tasting 
and bat talk with ecologists 
Ross Preston and Janie Steele, 
the evening will culminate 
with the bat safari.

�e event is open to all ages 
with batty cra�s for youngsters 

as an alternative to the dis-
tillery tour and tasting.  �ere 
will also be tea and co�ee 
alongside a licensed bar.

For details, including a 
programme and link to 
buy  £10  tickets, visit raasay-
dist i l ler y.com/raasay-dis-
tillery-events/bat-watch-night-
distillery-tour-1st-august-2018/
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A Lochaber osprey chick has 
been nicknamed ‘Bolt’ a� er 
braving a lightning storm 
which fried the circuits of the 
nest camera on a neighbour-
ing nest.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
operates the live camera feed 
from an osprey nest at Loch 
Arkaig near Fort William, 
with support from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery.

� e nest su� ered double 
bad luck this year as a pine 
marten took all the eggs in 
May, then a technical fault 
cut the internet camera feed 
in June.

Conservationists were 
cheered last week, however, 
when it emerged that another 
osprey pair nearby had suc-
cessfully reared a chick. � e 
feisty youngster, in a nest 2km 
from the camera tree, has just 
been ringed by a licensed 

expert. George Anderson, of 
Woodland Trust Scotland, 
said: ‘Despite the loss of their 
eggs, our pair Louis and Aila 
were continuing to bond with 
each other and the nest so 
the online audience was still 
enjoying the show.

‘It was a great pity when the 
camera went dark in early 
June. We checked out every 
single possible � x on site but 

nothing worked, so we took 
the camera out of the tree and 
sent it away to be assessed. 
It turns out the problem is 
likely the result of a lightning 
strike.

‘� is diagnosis arrived at 
the same time as pictures of 
the osprey chick from the 
next nest, so we nicknamed it 
Bolt. It must have weathered 
the same storm conditions 

but came out in better shape 
than our camera did!’

� e camera’s technical 
problems have revealed 
a possible solution to the 
mystery of the earlier pine 
marten raid. � e tree had 
been marten-proofed before 
the breeding season.

� e lower trunk of the pine 
tree had a slick coating to 
stop martens gaining any 

purchase, and low hanging 
branches were trimmed to 
stop the animals jumping 
on. However, when the tree 
was visited to investigate the 
camera fault, it emerged that 
some branches had partially 
broken o�  the tree and were 
dangling down to the ground.

Mr Anderson added: ‘� is 
seems more than likely the 
route the pine marten took. 
As we want to see chicks 
being reared on camera we’ll 
be looking to see what can be 
done to marten-proof the tree 
next year, but as this kind of 
egg the�  is entirely natural, 
we don’t want to interfere too 
much.

‘Martens and ospreys were 
both almost wiped out by 
people in the past but are well 
able to cope with each other.’

Local volunteer Liz Bracken 
has been keeping Louis and 
Aila’s worldwide fanbase up 
to date while the camera has 
been dark.

She lives on the opposite 
side of the loch from the nest 
and can see it through a tele-
scope. Her regular reports are 
enjoyed by osprey watchers as 
far away as Australia.

She said: ‘Louis and Aila 
are still visiting the nest area 
and perching in nearby trees. 
Hopefully they’ll be about for 
a few more weeks yet.’

� e nest cam built up a 
large audience when it � rst 
ran last year, and Louis and 
Aila raised their � rst chick 
– Lachlan.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
bought Loch Arkaig Pine 
Forest in partnership with lo-
cal group Arkaig Community 
Forest. One of the most sig-
ni� cant remnants of ancient 
Caledonian pine forest, it 
is home to a wide range of 
amazing wildlife including 
ospreys, pine martens, sea ea-
gles, wild boar, golden eagles, 
red deer, rare butter� ies and 
red squirrels.

‘Bolt’: the Lochaber osprey 
chick that survived a storm

A Woodland 
Trust expert 
recently 
ringed 
young Bolt 
after scaling 
the tree to 
reach the 
nest at Loch 
Arkaig.
Photograph: 
Lewis Pate

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Lottery funding 
boost for centre
� e management committee of An 
Cridhe, the Isle of Coll’s community 
centre, is delighted to be able to 
announce it has received funding 
from the National Lottery Awards 
for All Scotland, Big Lottery Fund, 
enabling it to deliver a 12-month 
programme of cultural events for 
the local community and visitors.

A spokesperson said: ‘� e commit-
tee would like to say a huge thank you 
to all those who support the National 

Lottery. 
‘Your generosity will make a dif-

ference to a small community. Every 
year An Cridhe’s voluntary manage-
ment committee organises a variety 
of cultural  events and it is amazing 
what a small group with limited 
funds can and has achieved over the 
six years An Cridhe has been open.

‘� e funding will enable us to plan 
a more varied programme of events 
and to include something for every 

age group, particularly during the 
quieter winter months.

‘We hope to include � lm and 
theatre, run several workshops, add 
a Gaelic � avour and con� rm a visit 
by a touring circus group. Some of 
the funding will go  towards events 
at Coll’s � rst homecoming this 
September.

‘Our next step will be some com-
munity consultation to � nd out what 
people would like.’

Members of Kilmarnock and 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Club 
will visit Coll for a worldwide 
radio competition which takes 
place over the last weekend of 
July.

Seven radio amateurs will set 
up a transmitting station in the 
island’s An Cridhe communi-
ty centre and will be in contact 
with similar radio stations 
throughout the world.

� e competition is a 24-hour 
event and runs from 1pm on 
Saturday July 28 until 1pm the 
following day and both telepho-
ny and Morse code will be used. 

� e group will use wire 
aerials, which will be erected 
behind the centre, and all 
activity will be on shortwave 

frequencies. Group member 
Bill Strachan from Ballachulish 
has already visited the centre 
and says An Cridhe will be 
a great location for the radio 
station set-up. Visitors will be 
welcome to drop in and see how 
many worldwide contacts have 
been made.

Radio amateurs are one of the 
last groups to use Morse code as 
a communication medium and 
it should be interesting to see 
this in action.

� e group earns extra points 
for transmitting from an island, 
and each year tries to operate 
from a di� erent island. � is will 
be their � rst visit to Coll and 
members are looking forward to 
operating from there.

Radio amateurs prepare 
to broadcast from Coll

An Cridhe on Coll 
has won cash funding 
from the lottery.

‘Search and Rescue’
ARGYLL CONVENTION 2018 7th to 9th August

at the Corran Halls, Oban

An annual gathering that gives 
space to listen to God speaking 
through the Bible and to meet 
people involved in charity work at 
home and overseas.
The Argyll Convention began � ve 
years ago as a resource for individ-
uals and churches in Argyll, and to 
provide for tourists to the Oban 
area. It does what churches on their 
own cannot do – bring in world 
class speakers and other interesting 
people, under one roof.
This year the theme is ‘Search and 
Rescue’ – an exploration of God’s 
saving work.

Also at the Convention – 
‘See What God has Done’ 
by author Tom Lennie, and 
others
For details see Facebook 
or the website at www.
argyllconvention.org
It is free to take part – this 
is a donation event – it’s for 
anyone
Starting times are
Tuesday to Thursday – 11.00 
am – 2.00 pm – 7.30 pm
Come to any or all of the 
meetings

Martin Allen
Morning speaker
‘Jonah – Signposts for 
Humanity’
Martin is a retired minister, 
frequent conference speaker 
and chairman of the Crie�  
Fellowship.

David Cook 
Evening speaker
‘The God Who Seeks and Saves’ – studies 
in the Book of Acts
David was Principal of Sydney Missionary 
and Bible College. His Books are published 
in Scotland by CFP. He comes to Oban 
after speaking at the Gideons International 
Conference in New Orleans and the Keswick 
Convention in Cumbria.
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Lochaber’s � rst Vegan Fair 
saw big numbers of people 
� ocking to the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall in 
Fort William on Saturday.

� ere was a wide range 
of stalls from local vegan 
producers, businesses and 
organisations running 
throughout the day.

Delicious food and plenty 
of it, talks and information 
stalls, face painting and a 
fantastic ra�  e all helped 
make the area’s � rst vegan 
fair a big hit.

Main organiser Fiona 
Bolton explained the reasons 
behind this inaugural event: 
‘Veganism is the rejection of 
the use and killing of animals 
as far as is possible for any 
purpose, food, clothing, 
entertainment or otherwise.

‘In organising the Lochaber 

Vegan Fair, we wanted to 
show Lochaber how easy it is 
to be vegan; how great vegan 
food and products are and 

how available they are both 
locally and within Scotland 
and the rest of the UK.

‘We also wanted to gauge 

the local interest and it is 
clear that not only is there an 
interest, there is a passion.

‘� e fair was completely 

free to attend but we wanted 
to do some good by raising 
money for one of the few 
vegan animal sanctuaries in 
Scotland.

‘� e Karass Animal 
Sanctuary for farmed ani-
mals works tirelessly to care 
for animals who have been 
rescued from the animal-use 

industries. Alexis Fleming 
and her volunteers do amaz-
ing work championing the 
animals’ right to their own 
life.’

� ere is now a Facebook 
page for vegan information 
called ‘Lochaber Vegan’ for 
anyone interested in � nding 
out more.

First Lochaber vegan fair 
proves to be huge success

Right, The Go Vegan 
organisation was delighted 
to have a stand at the � rst 
Lochaber Vegan Fair; and 
below, Sasha McKinlay 
from the Emporium 
of Worldly Goods in 
Fort William chats to a 
customer.

Below, members of Lochaber 
Environmental Group were on 
hand to � x up bikes and o� er 
advice.
All photographs: Abrightside Photography

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk Allan Todd from Paisley-

based Nutshack UK was 
also at the fair

Laurianne’s Raw Cakes 
proved popular with 
those attending the fair.
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Willie John Campbell’s 
poems immortalised

Distillery hosts clan visit

Gaelic publishing company 
Acair has said it is ‘delighted’ 
to be producing a collection 
of poems from Willie John 
Campbell (Willie Teddy).

�e bilingual book, 
Bàrdachd Uilleam Iain 
Caimbeul / Poems of Willie 
John Campbell, compiles 
many of Willie Teddy’s most 
loved poems and touches 
upon a wide variety of 
subjects.

‘�is is not just a book for 
the people of Point, it is one 
that will inspire all of us 
who feel a strong sense of 
loyalty to our language, our 
culture and our roots,’ states 
Matthew MacIver in his 
introduction to the book.

�e publication has poems 
and songs that re�ect the 
poet’s own life and, by turn, 
the life of the wider part 
of this close-knit island 
community. Love songs, 
songs that praise his island 

home, songs of longing and 
songs that will make readers 
laugh out loud - they are all 
evident in this book, written 
in Willie John’s very personal 
style.

�e book will be released 
at a special ceilidh event at 
Ionad Stoodie in Point on 
Friday August 10 at 7.30pm. 
�ere will be readings and 
live music.

As part of the Clan 
MacLeod Parliament taking 
place on Skye this summer, 
150 members of the historic 
clan were due to visit the 
Raasay Distillery yesterday 
(Wednesday July 25). 

Raasay Distillery was set to 
welcome members of the clan 
from across Scotland and 
around the globe, with many 
guests travelling all the way 
from Tasmania to visit the 
ancient clan seat.

�e theme for Clan 
MacLeod Parliament in 2018 
is Back to the Land and will 
o�er those attending an 

opportunity to re�ect where 
their ancestors came from 
and how the place is faring 
today, and its prospects for 
the future.

Nodding to the island’s 
evolution, Raasay Distillery 
planned to �ll a cask for the 
MacLeods, which will have 
the distinctive clan tartan 
painted across one side.

�e Macleod Parliament 
takes place every four years 
and this special cask  will be 
ready to be bottled from July 
2022 as a Raasay ‘MacLeod’ 
single cask single malt 
whisky. 

Skye among those destinations that are ‘at risk 
of being ruined by tourism’, says magazine
�e Isle of Skye is at ‘risk of 
being ruined by tourism’, 
according to a UK lifestyle 
magazine.

CountryLiving compiled a 
list of nine travel destinations 
around the world that are 
most at risk of being over-
run by the booming global 
tourism industry, with Skye 
coming in at three on the list.

�e article outlined that 

recent �lm and television 
appearances had led to an 
in�ux of tourism on the 
island which had brought 
about much of the issues with 
over-crowding on the island.

�ey also quoted �ight 
comparison site Jet Cost, 
which said: ‘�e increase 
in popularity has caused 
an overcrowding problem, 
with visitors turning up in 

motorised homes and other 
vehicles, blocking up the local 
roads. �e problem became 
so severe that the local police 
had to get involved, telling 
visitors back in 2017 not to 
travel to the island unless 
they had somewhere to stay.

‘In addition to the problem 
of overpopulation, a huge 
amount of plastic waste is 
becoming washed up on the 

beaches.’ Other destinations 
on the list included Venice, 
Machu Pichu, Bhutan and 
Bali.

�e lifestyle and home 
magazine said that overall the 
rise of tourism had had some 
serious impact on these plac-
es and over-population and 
pollution had led to the ‘sad 
destruction’ of some beloved 
locations.

�e mum of one young 
kidney transplant patient in 
Lewis is organising a fun day 
so that children and families 
a�ected by renal problems 
can get together and give each 
other support.

�e event, being planned 
for September in Stornoway, 
is being made possible by 
community wind farm char-
ity Point and Sandwick Trust, 
which has donated £1,000 
to the Western Isles Kidney 
Patients’ Association to help 
towards the costs.

As well as being good fun 
for the young kidney patients, 
the aim of the day is to o�er 
the families the opportunity 
to get to know each other 
and share experiences at an 
informal occasion.

Lorna Dodd, whose son 
Joel received a kidney from 
his father in April last year, 
has experienced the bene�t 
of taking part in these days 
herself – during spells on the 
mainland for Joel’s treatment 

– and believes other island 
families would bene�t from 
something similar.

She explained: ‘I’m hoping 
to organise a day where it’s 
mostly for the kids but also 
for the families because I’ve 

been to a few Kidney Kids’ 
days on the mainland.

‘�e kids get an awful lot out 
of it, but so do the families.’

Joel, now 13, received the 
kidney from his dad Steve 
following a diagnosis of cys-

tinosis when he was 10 years 
old.

Cystinosis is a rare genetic 
disease that causes an amino 
acid to accumulate in the 
body and form crystals. Le� 
untreated, it can lead to end 

Kidney Kids get 
boost from island

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Irish poet Michael Longley 
awakens Eilean Ban ghosts

MSP Stewart welcomes news on 
Freestyle Libre system

Comhairle’s Macleod takes top role 
in Islands Commission 

International ly-respected 
Irish poet Michael Longley 
gave a poetry reading that was 
described as deeply moving 
by the audience recently on 
Eilean Ban, the island under 
Skye Bridge.

� e audience was invited 
to hear Longley within the 
evocative Long Room setting, 
part of the home of the late 
writer and naturalist Gavin 
Maxwell and now a museum 
to the memory of the creator 
of Ring of Bright Water, as 
well as other classics.

� e Long Room provided 
a venue conducive to literary 
greatness as Longley read 
poems that caused tears and 
laughter in equal amounts.

Now 77 years old, he talked 
movingly about his grand-
children and said: ‘� is is the 
best time of my life but I miss 
old friends who have died.’

Longley was the Ireland 
Professor of Poetry from 2007 
to 2010 and was appointed 
Commander of the Order of 
the British Empire (CBE) in 
the 2010 Birthday Honours 

List. A contemporary of 
Seamus Heaney, Derek 
Mahon and Paul Muldoon, 
he is regarded as one of the 
‘greats’ of Irish poetry.

During the evening, ref-
erence was made to the life 
of Gavin Maxwell, who had 
said that in the evenings he 
heard the voices of the island 
ghosts.

Janet Ullman, centre 
manager for the Eilean Ban 
Trust, said: ‘� is evening the 
voices were stilled as they too 
were enraptured by the grace 
and lyrical magic of Michael 

Longley.’
� e evening began with 

an introduction by Dr John 
Adamson, well known locally 
and a former trustee of Eilean 
Ban Trust.

He gave a warm welcome to 
Longley and the audience and 
the poet began by standing 
and reading his latest poem 
which is about the island and 
from there covered poems 
from his early to later years.

Volunteer Tyler Sutton said: 
‘Michael’s style is informal 
and very engaging and the 
audience felt like they had 

been invited into a family 
home not a performance.’

� e evening � nished with a 
question and answer session 
with Longley and a quick 
overview of the tragic life of 
Maxwell from Dr Adamson.

� e warm evening meant 
that the audience could enjoy 
refreshments outside taking 
in the stunning view over the 
Kyle towards Kyleakin and 
the Kylerhea straights.

Longley was supported 
by his wife Edna (a critic on 
modern Irish and British 
poetry) and his daughter 
Sarah Longley and son in-law 
Stewart Rendall.

Sarah and Stewart live in 
Lochalsh and Longley is a 
frequent visitor to the area 
and highlighted how the 
countryside of Lochalsh and 
Ireland have in� uenced his 
recent work, especially one of 
his latest books, the critically 
acclaimed ‘Angel Hill’.

£1,000
trust
Angus Macleod, chairman 
of the Western Isles Kidney 
Patients Association, 
outside Ospadal nan Eilean 
in Stornoway, where the 
renal unit is located.

stage kidney failure in chil-
dren around the age of nine.

Since getting his transplant, 
Joel has been attending  
hospital in Glasgow every 
four weeks and the trips 
have meant getting to know 
other young renal patients 
and families at the clinic, as 
well as meeting others at the 
Kidney Kids’ days.

Lorna said the main point 
for organising such an event 
in Lewis was ‘just to get peo-
ple together’.

She said: ‘It is so that the 
parents can get together and 
so the kids can have some 
fun because it’s quite a lonely 
place as a parent when some-
thing like this happens. You 
don’t think there is anybody 

else out there who is like 
this or having to go through 
something similar.’

� e plan is to have activities 
for the young people – the 
events on the mainland 
included watersports and a 
mini Highland games – while 
the adults gather for a cuppa 
and a chat. Hopefully there 
will also be renal nurses 
or doctors on hand to give 
advice and answer questions.

Lorna said the Western Isles 
Kidney Patients’ Association 
had been amazing with both 
� nancial and emotional 
support.

Angus ‘Texie’ Macleod, 
chairman of the Western Isles 
Kidney Patients’ Association, 
said they were extremely 
grateful for the donation.

‘Lorna was very enthusiastic 
about the Kidney Kids’ day,’ 
he said.

‘She thought that it would be 
great because there is nothing 
like it up here,’ he said.

Highlands & Islands Regional 
MSP and Shadow Health 
Minister, David Stewart, said 
he was delighted to learn 
that NHS Western Isles has 
approved the dispensing of 
the diabetes glucose monitor-
ing system – Freestyle Libre 
- which allows diabetics to 
monitor their glucose levels 
in a much more discreet, free 
and easy manner with little 

inconvenience.
‘I asked the Government 

minister, Aileen Campbell 
MSP, back in June within the 
Scottish Parliament, which 
NHS Boards in Scotland 
o� ered this advanced system 
and I was advised that seven 
boards did, but none of those 
were in the Highlands and 
Islands,’ said Mr Stewart.

‘I am delighted that NHS 

Western Isles has taken the 
lead within the Highlands 
and Islands and now I would 
like to see the other boards do 
likewise.

‘I will be making contact 
with them to establish if they 
have made a decision on this 
matter yet and if not I will be 
encouraging them to serious-
ly consider dispensing this 
device on prescription.’

Councillor Alasdair Macleod 
of Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar has been appointed as 
joint-vice president of the 
Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions’ in� uential 
Islands Commission for 
2018/19.

Councillor Macleod 
shares this position, on a 
six-monthly rotation, with 
Mr Filip Reinhag, vice 

mayor of Gotland Island, 
Sweden. Councillor Macleod 
commented: ‘In the Western 
Isles, we view ourselves as 
Europeans and we have 
bene� ted greatly from mem-
bership of CPMR’s Islands 
Commission over many 
years.

‘� e Islands Commission 
engages on our behalf at 
the highest level within the 

European Union and will 
continue to do so a� er Brexit 
as we continue to access vital 
EU research and development 
funds.

‘Along with Vice Mayor 
Reinhag, I have accepted this 
position to ensure that the 
islands of Northern Europe 
retain their rightful place at 
the decision-making table in 
Europe.’

Michael Longley enthralled 
the Eilean Ban audience 
with his poetry.
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‘De� nitely one of the busiest 
shows ever in Kilchoan’ 
seems to have summed up the 
general reaction from those at 
Friday’s West Ardnamurchan 
Show and Sports.

Even though the weather 
was damp and dreary 
throughout the morning, 
the show � eld was bustling 
with activity from 8.30am 
onwards as the sheep arrived 
for the agricultural classes.

� ey were judged by Robbie 
MacDougall of Tobermory, 
ably assisted by his daughter  
Laura.

� e winning Blackface 
sheep belonged to show and 
sports committee chairwom-
an Rosemary Curtis, while 
the Cross Breed champion 
– and winner of Best in Show 
– was bred by Rosemary’s 
sister, Nan MacLachlan.

Rosemary’s brother, Hughie 
MacLachlan took many of the 
other awards for Blackface 
sheep, while Hughie’s son, 
Stuart Maclachlan, was � rst 
in the junior category.

� e Maclachan family did 
not quite manage a clean 
sweep though, as John Alec 
Cameron came out top in the 
competition for the ‘Cro� er 
winning most points overall’.

As the sheep judging drew 
to a close, the produce com-
petitions were just getting 
started.

In line with the ongoing 
trend there were more entries 
than ever before, giving 
the two judges, Anne Swi�  
and Sheila Wood, plenty to 
debate.

May MacNicol was this 
year’s top baker, Gill Blease, 
the top gardener and Elaine 
Stokes was � rst overall in the 
cra�  category.

� e children’s entries were 
especially strong, with Lucas 
Virdee coming top in the 
seven-and-under category, 
and Gillies Law winning the 
eight-and-over trophy.

� e weather � nally cleared 
at lunchtime just in time for 
the junior sports.  Once again 
there were more entries than 
ever before, and each race 
was hotly contested.

It began with the tiny tots 
doing the bunny hop, via sack 
and egg and spoon races for 
all age categories, and ending 
with the � at races.

� e winner of the overall 
junior award this year was 
Ellen MacRae. She won all 
three of her races on the 
� eld, and then put in a strong 
performance to come second 
in the girls’ hill race to Mya 
Carmichael, the winner.

� e boys’ hill race was won 
for the second time in a row 
by Arlo Van de Peer and the 
adult men’s hill race winner, 

also for the second time in 
a row this year, was Richard 
Carr. � e women’s winner 
was Katie Gane.

� e junior heavy events 
proved amazingly popular, 
with more than 40 children 
taking part. � e winners 
were Stuart MacLachlan and 
Iona Wilson.

James Campbell of 
Tobermory took the senior 
heavy trophy for the 11th 
consecutive time with his 
usual strong performance.

And, for the � rst time in 
West Ardnamurchan Show 

and Sports history, there was 
also a women’s heavy event 
competition, won by Laura 
Glasgow.

Bearing in mind the contro-
versy over the comparative 
value of men’s and women’s 
prizes in professional sport, 
it should be noted that in 
Kilchoan, men’s and women’s 
events attract exactly the 
same prize money.

During the a� ernoon 
the crowd were treated to 
demonstrations by talented 
Highland dancer Connie 
MacLennan and the 

Tobermory High School Pipe 
Band.

� e prize-giving was intro-
duced by Rosemary Curtis, 
who began by thanking her 
fellow committee members 
for their hard work in making 
the show such a success this 
year.

She also thanked the 
show’s major sponsors, 
including Watson Seeds, 
Marine Harvest, Agrimony 
Consulting, Ardnamurchan 
Estate, Adelphi Distillery and 
� omson Electrical; as well 
as the many small businesses 
and individuals who contrib-
uted their time and services 
so generously, and without 
which the show could not 
happen.  

� e prizes were awarded by 
Pat MacPhail.

With the formalities com-
pleted, it was time for some 
live music. � e Votadini 
band played throughout the 
evening to a very appreciative 
audience.

Show and sports secretary 
Pat Glenday commented: ‘It 
was, as everybody agreed, an-
other very successful show.’
� Turn to pages 16 and 17 for 
more photographs.

West Ardnamurchan Show 
is one of the ‘busiest ever’

These � ne specimens were 
part of the stock judging, 
which took place earlier in 
the morning.
Photograph: Abrightside Photography

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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Jane Hall goes for glory in the hammer toss after women took part in heavy events for what is believed to be the � rst 
time at the Kilchoan event. All photographs: Abrightside Photography

Is that sheep having some fun with the photographer?; 
Katie Paterson, from Mull, enjoys the bouncy castle.
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Above, James Campbell 
makes it 11 heavy event 
titles in a row at the 
Kilchoan games, winning 
the Kilchoan heavy 
competition; Jules Leroy 
in action in the heavies; 
far right, there was plenty 
for the youngsters to take 
part in, including sack races 
and the egg and spoon, 
with everyone enjoying an 
ice cream; the four-legged 
entrants in the pet parade 
with their young owners. All 

photographs: Abrightside Photography
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SPORTS: Junior sports 
– overall winner on points - 
GM MacMillan Quaich - Ellen 
MacRae; Junior hill race 
boy - Hill race cup - Arlo 
Van de Peer; Junior hill race 
girl –  Hill race cup - � rst girl 
home - Mya Carmichael; 
Senior road race men - 
Glenborrodale Cup - Richard 
Carr;  Senior road race 
ladies - McConnell Salmon 
Challenge Cup - Katie Gane.

HEAVY EVENTS: Senior 
overall heavy events winner 
- championship cup - James 
Campbell; Women’s winner - 
Laura Glasgow; Junior boys’ 
winner - Selkirk cup - Stuart 
MacLachlan; Junior girls’ 
winner girl - show cup - Iona 
Wilson

BAKING AND GARDENING: 
Best baker - baking cup - 
May MacNicol.

Best gardener - Angus 
Henderson shield - Gill 
Blease; best crafter - Elaine 
Stokes. Child under seven 
with most points - Gold 
Cup Small - Lucas Virdee; 
child eight-plus with most 
points - gold cup medium - 
Gillies Law. Pet parade - best 
pet - Betty.

AGRICULTURE:  Blackface 
sheep - home-bred 

shearling- Branault 
Cup - Hughie MacLachlan; 
ewe lamb - Portuairk 
Cup - Hughie MacLachlan; 
champion sheep -Mingary 
Cup - Rosemary Curtis; 
reserve champion - Plocaig 
cup - Hughie MacLachlan; 
best group of sheep - West 
Ardnamurchan shield - 
Hughie MacLachlan; U18 
- best Blackface - junior cup 
- Iain and Cathie MacPhail 
-  Stuart MacLachlan; cross 
breed - ewe in milk - JD 
MacPhail cup - Nan MacLa-

chlan; ewe lambs - Jimmy 
the Shepherd memorial 
cup - Nan MacLachlan; tup 
lamb - Bob MacWalters 
trophy - John Alec Cameron; 
champion cross breed - Lord 
Trent cup - Nan MacLachlan; 
reserve champion - Alan 
MacLachlan cup - John Alec 
Cameron; overall sheep - 
champion sheep - Alistair 
MacKenzie cup - Nan 
MacLachlan; crofter with 
most points - West Ardna-
murchan show cup - John 
Alec Cameron.

West Ardnamurchan Show 
and Sports trophy winners

Connie Maclennan, Fort William, at the Kilchoan event. OBAN TOWN MARKET
Large variety of fresh produce on sale plus 

much more.
28th July 2018 11am to 3pm

Station Square, Oban
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� e sight might have grown 
a bit dimmer and the pos-
ture not quite as ramrod 
straight as it was when he 
passed through the gates 
of Achnacarry commando 
training centre for the � rst 
time in 1942, but Harry 
Prescott exempli� es the mot-
to that ‘once a marine, always 
a marine’.

Now aged 96, the native of 
Sunderland was the oldest of 
more than 40 former Royal 
Marines from all over the 
UK on parade at Sunday’s 
special annual service at the 
Commando Memorial at 
Spean Bridge.

As the oldest former marine 
- they are never referred to as 
ex-marines - Mr Prescott had 
been invited to lay a wreath at 
the famous memorial, with 
its three larger than life-size 
wartime commandos gazing 
forever out across the rugged 
terrain where they trained 
during the Second World 
War.

Also present was a detach-
ment of serving marines 
from 43 Commando Fleet 
Protection Group (FPGRM), 
including commanding 
o�  cer, Colonel Tony De Reya 

MBE, who gave a reading 
from the Bible.

� e Rev Mark Allsopp, RN 
Chaplain to 43 Command 

FPGRM, gave the welcome 
and introduction.

� ere was a poignant 
moment when a short act 

of remembrance when the 
names of two Royal Marines 
who died in the past year 
were read out, followed by the 

Marines gather for Spean 
Bridge memorial service

The Royal Marines 
Association standards 
line up by the famous 
Commando Memorial. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

playing of the Last Post and 
then a minute’s silence.

Wreaths were laid a� er 
the reading of the Kohima 
Epitaph, followed by the 
reciting of the Royal Marines’ 
Prayer and the singing of the 
hymn, Eternal Father, Strong 
to Save.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times a� erwards, Mr 
Prescott, a veteran of 47 RM 
Commando, who now lives in 
Swindon and took part in the 
Normandy Landings, said the 
training at Achnacarry had 
been intense.

� is year was his � rst time 
at the Spean Bridge memorial 
service, although he has been 
back twice to see the area 
where he once trained.

‘I remember Achnacarry 
very well - it was six weeks of 
very tough and hard training. 
I didn’t see much of the area 
other than what we saw dur-
ing training as I got no leave 
during those six weeks and 

training was 12 hours a day,’ 
he said.

Asked how he was enjoying 
the weekend’s events, Mr 
Prescott said it had been a 
good few days.

‘I very much enjoyed today. 
I thought the serving Royal 
Marines were very smart. 
And we had a great night last 
night at the hotel - there was 
even a bit of dancing.’

Royal Marines Association 
operations manager Richie 
Puttock was overseeing pro-
ceedings and said the week-
end was an important date on 
the calendar for both serving 
and former Royal Marines.

‘� is really is a corps family 
event and this area is very 
special to Royal Marines.

‘� is area was hugely in-
� uential in the history of the 
army commandos and subse-
quently the Royal Marines,’ 
he told the Lochaber Times.

‘� e training that was 
pioneered here allows us to 
do what we do today. We 
pay tribute to the memory of 
those who trained here and to 
the fallen.’

� e Commando Memorial 
parade and service is part of 
an annual weekend organised 
by the RMA that includes a 
dinner at the Ben Nevis Hotel 
in Fort William.
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DONATIONS WANTED 

Find us at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. 
We’re open Monday to Saturday between 10am and 4pm! 

We’re always looking for quality used furniture, white goods and household items 
- and for maximum convenience, we’re happy to accept donations at the shop. 

Just pop by - and while you’re here, take the opportunity to have a browse!
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Royal Marines veteran Harry Prescott, 
far left, lays a wreath at the Commando 
Memorial on Sunday; former marines 
march past the dais for the salute.

Sea Cadet Kieran McDougall, right, took part in the parade; above, serving Royal Marines 
march smartly up to the memorial; and left, Royal Marines cadets were also on parade.  
All photographs: Iain Ferguson.

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & 
Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, 

trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848 
www.macqueenbros.com
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The highly competitive six-, seven-, and eight-year-old 
boys’ race ended with a tumble.   16_T30_MullHighlandGames06

Some of the locals enjoying the games. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames01

The winner of the weight 
for height, Pieter Bouma. 

16_T30_MullHighlandGames21

Records smashed 
at brilliant games

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Records were broken, stal-
warts were commemorated 
and the weather played ball. 
� is year’s Mull Highland 
Games were memorable.

� e highlight of the day was 
watching the Scottish long 
jump record being broken, 
and then smashed, in what 
was one of the best competi-
tions o�  cials have seen in 50 
years.

Jack � oirs wowed the audi-
ence when he almost cleared 
the pit, jumping 24.7 feet, 
breaking the previous record, 
set by Alan Hamilton in 2016, 
by an inch.

Tony Da� urn, from 
Coatbridge, then equalled 
the distance, leaving o�  cials 
speechless.

With the two competitors 
neck and neck, a jump-o�  

took place. Both men leaped 
well, but to the amazement 
of everyone, Tony Da� urn 
jumped 25.1 feet.

Steward Bill MacCallum 
said: ‘In any of the games I 
have been to as a competitor 
or as an o�  cial in the past 
50 years, I have never experi-
enced that standard and the 
excitement of it all.

‘For me, that was something 
quite special. 

‘I am glad to have been here 
to witness it.’

Speaking a� er the event, a 
happy Tony Da� run said: ‘It 
means a lot. I am 31 now. I 
have been coming here since 
I was 19 and I have constantly 
worked at it.’

Tony, who is coached by his 
dad, � omas, added: ‘It just 
happened for me today. It all 
came together.’

� e 31-year-old also won the 
triple jump earlier in the day.

‘� e triple jump is my event,’ 
he said. ‘So to win the long 
jump as well is crazy.’

As always, there was some-
thing for everyone – including 
a kilt dash, children’s races, 
piping, burgers, pints, face 
painting and constant craic 
from the microphone of com-
mentator Craig Dunbar.

However, the buzz of the 
games went silent for a 
few minutes as piper  Neil 
MacCallum played a lament 
in memory of two island 
stalwarts who died in the past 
year – Ronnie Campbell MBE 
or, as commentator Craig 
Dunbar referred to him as 
‘Mr Highland Games’, and 
Margaret Mitchell.

Chie� ain Lachlan Maclean, 
said: ‘Mull Highland Games 
is a very friendly local games 
with a natural grandstand, 
where people can watch all the 
sports.’

They might 
have been 
competitive 
but runners 
in the 
women’s 
visitors’ race 
were smiling. 
16_T30_ Mull 

HighlandGames12

Amy Gibson 
from 
Bunessan 
won the 
junior girls’ 
high jump. 

16_T30_Mull 

HighlandGames09

Tony Da� urn 
breaks the 
Scottish long 
jump record 
with a fan-
tastic leap. 
16_T30_Mull 

HighlandGames20
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Oban’s Katie MacPherson, second from the left, was an 
overall winner at the Mull Highland Games, alongside 
Laura Smith, Zoe Colraine and Rachael Walker. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames23

Oban High School Pipe Band made the trip over for the day. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames10

Competitors in the under-� ves girls’ 
race. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames03

The under-� ves boys’ race.  
16_T30_MullHighlandGames04

The six-, seven- and eight-year-old 
girls’ race. 16_T30_MullHighlandGames05

The nine-, 10- and 11-year-old boys’ race. 
16_T30_MullHighlandGames08

Offer subject to availability. Good for stays Sunday-Thursday nights between 1 May 2018 and 30 September 2018 at The Ugadale or Royal Hotels. Rate 
includes VAT and does not include £3 per room night resort fee and is based on 2 people sharing one hotel room or 4 people sharing a 2-bedroom cottage.

Why Should Weekends 
Have All The Fun?

SUMMER MID-WEEK  
STAY & PLAY OFFER

FROM  £91* PP/PN

TO BOOK YOUR VISIT, CALL 01586 810 019 

•  Luxurious accommodations at  
The Ugadale Hotel & Cottages

•  Unlimited golf

•  Daily breakfasts
•  Soup & sandwich lunch
•  Mini bottle of whisky

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate 

your 
Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

First Name & Surname
Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er 

study.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Brilliant summer 
is just reward for 
all the hard work

It has been, it would be fair to say, a 
cracking summer so far.

True, we have had a little precipitation 
in recent days but it would be churlish to 
complain given the extended warm, dry 
spell we have enjoyed.

As this week’s paper proves manifestly, 
it has been a godsend and just reward for 
all the hard-working, sel� ess volunteers 
who toil so willingly to bring about the 
plethora of major events that are real 
highlights in the calendar.

We have extensive reports and 
photo specials this week from West 
Ardnamurchan Show and Sports, Mallaig 
Maritime Day, the Spean Bridge memori-
al service and Lochaber’s � rst Vegan Fair.

None of these big-ticket events would 
take place without the sterling e� orts of 
the aforementioned people.

Of particular signi� cance this year, 
perhaps, and for very di� erent reasons, 
have been the West Ardnamurchan 
Show and Sports and the Spean Bridge 
memorial service.

� e former is special because of its 
importance to its local community, which 
saw it prove its popularity with one of its 
busiest years to date, and that despite the 
damp conditions.

� e latter is poignant because of its 
role in remembering the fallen as well as 
paying tribute to the living, and for the 
fact that it spans the generations with 
young cadets and pensioners in their 
nineties taking part.

We salute everyone involved.

Public meeting highlights 
concerns over harbour plan
� e public meeting about the future of Oban 
harbour highlighted how CMAL, with the 
apparent acquiescence of Argyll and Bute 
Council, has been allowed to promote its own 
self-serving agenda.

Recurring themes were that the Oban Bay 
Management Group (OBMG) has failed to 
heed the warnings about the legality of the op-
tion being put forward and has ignored stake-
holders’ concerns and that a Harbour Revision 
Order (HRO) is being rushed through without 
proper consideration of these issues.

� e biased consultation questionnaire only 
serves to enhance stakeholder concerns. 
Safety, charges and the governance of the 
harbour were important topics also raised at 
the meeting.

A major factor in the governance of a 
harbour is the authority vested in a harbour 
master to issue harbour directions to ensure 
the safety of vessels. Oban harbour master has 
had longstanding powers of direction within 
the existing Oban general harbour authority 
area.

� e public should  note that the recent 
Tobermory Harbour Empowerment Order 
granted CMAL a derogation from  adhering 
to general directions and an exemption from 
observing any special directions issued by the 
Tobermory harbour master. Why?

Clarity was provided regarding the likely 
harbour dues and other charges that might 
be implemented. But, again, the public should 
note that the HRO for Lochboisdale (inner 
harbour)  grants CMAL an exemption from 
paying harbour dues to the principal harbour 
authority, even though ferries have to pass 
through the outer harbour to berth at the ferry 
terminal.

It also provides for a repayment levy to 
CMAL under certain conditions for works 
carried out by the Lochboisdale harbour au-
thority in the outer harbour area. Why?

It is the governance of a port or harbour 
which is the primary duty of a harbour au-
thority in the enabling legislation. 

Furthermore, the 1964 Harbours Act makes 
quite clear that ports and harbours are to be 
considered a local asset, when operated by a 
trust or local authority for the bene� t of all 
stakeholders, particularly in a multi-use port 
or harbour.

Both are under a legal duty ‘to conserve and 
facilitate the safe and e� ective use of a port 
for all users’, with a particular emphasis on 
‘infrastructure development, maintenance 
and management’.

Oban is a multi-use port, with an expanding 
level of commercial, leisure and cruise vessels, 
which now makes up more than half of the 
total movements within Oban harbour.

One only has to look at Brodick (a nation-
alised port facility) to see how this non-ferry 
activity has been virtually wiped out. Giving 
CMAL control, as proposed, would make 
Oban a nationalised port.

CMAL’s track record as the Japanese 
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knotweed of multi-use west coast ports and 
harbours speaks for itself.

Fergus Gillanders,
Craigaol, Kilmelford.

Highland Council blocks 
building of new homes
I wasn’t surprised to read the Lochaber Times 
front page (� ursday July 19), stating that 
there is housing shortage in Lochaber.

Some 18 months ago, I purchased an area of 
land opposite Spean Bridge Primary School 
which was on the local development plan for 
housing.

It took me more than 12 months to obtain 
planning permission and even now there 
are still certain conditions that I’m trying to 
address. It is absolute nonsense.

To say the whole episode has been a night-
mare would be  an understatement. 

One would think that if you are purchasing 
land which has been designated for housing, 
there should not be many problems. I was 
wrong.

A� er spending tens of thousands of pounds 
in the planning process, I had to do many tree 
surveys at a signi� cant cost.

� e Highland Council’s tree, woodland 
and forestry division did its utmost to try to 
stop the development, which consisted of 
nine houses, including a� ordable homes. � e 
reason was that it would harm trees.

� is is where a bit of common sense should 
prevail. � e trees which were young and were 
known as scrub consisted mainly of willow 
and young birch and were spread over some 
parts of the site.

In truth, the trees were never going to 
amount to anything so, bearing in mind this 
area of land was designated for housing, why 
on earth would this man waste taxpayers’ 
money in trying to stop a housing project 
which everyone is crying out for?

Lochaber needs change and a little bit of 
common sense needs to prevail.

In my opinion, instead of encouraging 
builders to build we are looking for ways and 
reasons to stop them.

It is crazy and, with the Liberty aluminium 
factory due to open, among other businesses, 
we need more houses to cope with the demand.

If we don’t start building and releasing new 
houses, companies with their projects will go 
elsewhere.

Ross MacGregor,
Achnabobane Farm.

LT
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DISTRICT NEWS Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

GLENUIG

S U B S C R I B E
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k / s u b s c r i p t i o n s

� e past decade has seen a huge growth in 
the number of small independent breweries 
in the Highlands – and Lochaber has had its 
share.

Now the Atlas Brewery in Kinlochleven 
and the Glen� nnan Brewery, which opened 
in 2007 but closed in 2017, are recycling their 
equipment and expertise to the new Glen 
Spean Brewing Company, which is based at 
Spean Bridge.

At its business lunch meeting on July 

11, Lochaber Rotary Club hosted two 
brewmasters.

Retired teacher John Fish, one of the orig-
inal team behind the Glen� nnan Brewery, 
gave a highly entertaining account of 10 
years of beer-making activity at Glen� nnan 
– highlighting their three di� erent ales and 
recalling the opening of their ‘converted 
garage’ brewery by the late Charles Kennedy 
MP.

Ian Peter (Peeps) MacDonald followed  with 

an equally upbeat and lively commentary on 
the new Glen Spean Brewing Company’s 
business that is housed in an old converted 
steading at Tirindrish, Spean Bridge.

� e new brewery produces Garrison Red 
and Pale Blonde ales, both of which have 
proved popular with customers.

Club president Iain Johnston thanked 
John and Peeps for their very interesting 
and topical presentation and club members 
responded with hearty applause.

Fort William Town Team (FWTT) held its 
annual general meeting on Monday July 9 at 
� e Highland Bookshop, Fort William.

Owing to the absence of chairwoman Moira 
Robertson, secretary Sue Keen read out the 
annual report.

� e report re� ected on a busy year again for 
FWTT.

Last year the hanging baskets went on into 
October and 2018 sees 92 hanging baskets in 
the High Street and Parade. 

� anks went to Karen for organising the bas-
kets this year and to everyone who sponsored 
a basket.

� e team organised the Christmas gathering 
in November with around 2,000 people com-
ing down to enjoy a mostly dry night. � e new 
marquee was essential to the success of the 
night and has been used by Nevis Radio and 
FWMSC over the year.

� anks to everyone who is taking part in the 
Adopt a Plot Project, especially to the rotary 
club, which has taken on the task of planting 
and maintaining the biggest plot, the sundial 
garden, this year.

� e team organised cleaning days in October 
last year and in April this year. Vennels lead-

Glenuig energy project has been given funding 
to improve recycling and energy e�  ciency at 
the village hall.

� e Glenuig Less Energy, More Recycle pro-
ject will include a glass recycling facility and 
information campaign and improvements to 
the energy e�  ciency of Glenuig Hall.

Glenuig Community Association has been 
awarded a grant of £8,311 from the Scottish 
Government’s Climate Challenge Fund for the 
Glenuig Less Energy, More Recycle project.

� e project will increase recycling in the 
Glenuig area through provision of a glass re-
cycling facility and an information campaign. 
Work will also be done to improve the energy 
e�  ciency of Glenuig Hall through installation 
of LED lighting and upgrades to insulation 
and draught proo� ng.

� e funding award includes a maximum 
amount of £3,916 from the European Regional 
Development Fund.

A team of volunteers have breathed new life 
into the Invergarry War Memorial.

Glengarry community councillors were 
joined by a team of helpers to spruce up the 
monument in the heart of the village.

� e team replaced the fencing with metal 
railings, which were installed last week.

� e community council was given a grant 
from Glengarry Trust to assist with the costs.

Ian Blyth, from Kinlocheil, designed and 
manufactured the new railings.

Treasurer of Glengarry Community Council 
Lea MacNally said: ‘It’s been an ongoing 
project. It’s been about two years from when 
we started looking at doing it. � anks to Ian, 
who’s put a lot of time into it, along with the 
Glengarry Trust for support and volunteers.’

Lochaber Rotary secretary Geo�  Heathcote, left, and president Iain Johnston welcomed Ian Peter MacDonald and John Fish.

Lochaber Rotary hears entertaining beer brewing talesFORT WILLIAM

ing o�  the High Street, the underpass and the 
bus station have bene� ted.

A� er the Backlands closure in January, the 
team has been noti� ed that the car park is 
expected to open at the end of July once the 
new lighting has been installed.

� anks went to Cobbs for supplying the team 
with cakes on cleaning and planting days, 
the West End Hotel and Highland Bookshop 
for hosting meetings, the committee and 
everyone else who has assisted and taken part 
during the year.

Cathy Day was co-opted on to the committee 
in April. Moira Robinson, Sue Keen, Karen 
Dean and Cathy Day were all willing to re-
main in place. Deneil King has re-joined the 
committee. No one else came forward to join 
the committee.

� e next meeting will be held on Monday 
August 13 at 7 pm at � e Highland Bookshop.

Hard-working team of volunteers provides                 Invergarry War Memorial with a makeover

Michael MacNally and Ian Blyth work on 
replacing the fencing with metal railings.

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk
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fort@obantimes.co.uk

Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

Fort Augustus, at the heart of the Great Glen, 
will become Scottish Canals’ latest outdoor 
pop-up theatre venue this summer.

Waters of Time, the new bespoke Canal 
� eatre play produced by � e Walking 
� eatre Company, is set against the making 
of the majestic Caledonian Canal and uses the 
impressive Fort Augustus lock staircase as its 
stage.

� e cast will bring the magic of the canal 
alive as they take visitors on a journey through 
time, exploring the canal’s history from the 
times of Napoleon through to the present day.

� e new Canal � eatre programme celebrates 
the opening of Scottish Canals’ new Caledonian 
Canal Centre in Fort Augustus, a visitor and 
destination hub which opened in May. 

� e centre o� ers new, year-round, facilities 
for visitors and locals, including information, 
a gi�  shop and a cafe.

� e creation of the centre was supported 
by VisitScotland and the Heritage Lottery 
Fund Scotland, and was awarded £237,500 
of Coastal Communities Funding. � is con-
tributed to the £1.2 million redevelopment of 
existing vacant premises in Fort Augustus, 
bringing the redundant building back into a 
productive and sustainable use. 

Mark Smith, head of destinations and 
tourism at Scottish Canals, said: ‘� e new 
Caledonian Canal Centre is an exciting addi-
tion to the canal side at Fort Augustus. 

‘During the development of this project 
we have been working closely with the local 
community to develop the stories of the canal 
and bring our rich heritage to life, and we look 
forward to continuing this.’

Hard-working team of volunteers provides                 Invergarry War Memorial with a makeover

Al� e Wellcoat, Euan Cuthbertson and 
Innes Anderson, from The Walking Theatre 
Company at The Caledonian Canal, Fort 
Augustus.

Pop-up theatre comes 
to Caledonian Canal � Bert Bissell climbed the Ben again. For the 

103rd time. Aged 89. Fortunately, Bert had a few 
old-stagers from Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team to keep him company. No names, no 
rucksack drill. En route,   lots of folk – locals 
and visitors – shouted encouragement to the 
grand old man as he put his best foot forward.  
And when Bert eventually returned to earth at 
Achintee, two girls who had been observing his 
progress up and down the Ben, came running 
up to him. On hearing Bert had made it to the 
summit, they were delighted, And each gave 
him a great big kiss. Bert’s verdict? ‘Wonderful!’
� Everyone agrees the colourful hanging baskets 
of � owers have immediately enhanced Fort 
William High Street. � ey look really good and 
give the Gearasdan a much more pleasant and 
welcoming appearance. Next, of course, the 
Fort will be � ying the � ag to mark the town’s 
tercentenary and royal visits.
� ‘Bride goes to wedding reception in Lagonda’. 
So trumpeted the Lochaber News billboards last 
week. � anks to ‘Jean in circulation’ getting her 
Lagonda mixed up with her gondola!
� It was heart-warming to know that, of the 2,000 
people (20,000 wanted to be there) who were 
in the Usher Hall in Tuesday night to see Sean 
Connery receive the Freedom of Edinburgh, the 
invitee emphasis was on the ‘ordinary men and 
women’ – from Fountainbridge, Morrison Street 
and the Haymarket. So, wouldn’t it be great, 
when the Queen and the Duke arrive in the Fort 
for the tercentenary, if several representatives of 
the local ‘common � ve-eighths’ are in the line-
up to greet them? Aye, right!
� In December last year, I wrote to council 
o�  cialdom asking when the much-vaunted 
skateboarding spectacular would be screened 
on the telly. A letter from STV, dated St 
Andrew’s Day, was produced, and I quote from 
it: ‘Scottish Television will not be showing the 
skateboarding programme as it has been with-
drawn by the IBA because it contravenes their 
guidelines.’ So there! Belatedly. And to com-
pound the amateurish folly of the skateboarding 
spectacular, further explanatory letters arrived 
from a producer of what had been scheduled to 
be televised. His correspondence on the issue 
was addressed to ‘Locharbour District Council’!
� Meanwhile, senior management of a TV 
consortium, seeking the north’s ITV licence, 
were a bit bemused by their poor reception in 
Fort William. � ey had come here to extol the 

virtues of their bid for the Grampian TV conces-
sion. Only to be told by Abbie Kitson and Allan 
Watson that, ahem: ‘We don’t get Grampian 
here!’ Indeed, they were advised that the only 
way to guarantee local reception would be to 
shi�  Ben Nevis a mile or two to the right.
� For some of the elected members of our local 
authority the current cycle of meetings is prov-
ing very useful in enhancing their overall � t-
ness. Because, midway through the ‘Locharbour 
House’ proceedings you’re liable to see the day’s 
nominated councillor arise from his/her chair, 
gather a few coins from colleagues, and disap-
pear from the chamber. ‘Why?’ you may ask. 
Is it for an ice cream collection, or so�  drinks, 
or, dare I say it, cigarettes or cigars? But no! 
� e councillor on standby has gone to ground 
in order to feed the parking meter to ensure 
that none of his/her colleagues gets � ned for   
overstaying their short-term welcome. Several 
members picked up tickets during the month 
of June. So now there’s a rota system, aimed at 
beating Highland Region’s Roads and Transport 
‘policy’.
� � e members of Fergie’s Band were being 
scattered to the four winds – on Islay. � ey were 
there to o�  cially open festival week at Bowmore 
Hall. And the musicians had taken their cars 
across on the ferry to Port Askaig. A� er the 
sell-out Saturday night concert, and a few hours’ 
sleep, the musicians – � ve in all – piled into 
their respective vehicles and then waited at Port 
Askaig for the return trip to the mainland. But 
there was no sign of Fergie or John Don – or a 
ferry.  Fergie hadn’t told his colleagues that the 
Sabbath sailing was from Port Ellen. However, 
they all managed to improve the shining hour 
by rewriting the words of the tune Leaving Port 
Askaig. It’s a very slow air entitled NOT Leaving 
Port Askaig.
� Fort William FC are set on winning a trophy 
– � e Fort William Tercentenary Challenge 
Cup. Against Scottish Cup holders, Motherwell. 
According to FWFC secretary Drew Purdon, the 
� rst leg at Claggan Park in July will be followed 
by the return game at Fir Park – in July 2291. So, 
whoever wins at Claggan, will retain the trophy 
for 300 years … until the match at Motherwell.
� Local lady, shopping in Marshall’s. Having 
purchased, among other items, a red plastic 
bucket, she then walked along the street to 
meet up with her husband at Tweeddale.   
As she stood, clutching her bucket, outside 
Lochaber House, two young lads came by. 
� ey glanced at the lady, then at the bucket, 
and both of them lobbed 50p into it. Our 
heroine was morti� ed!

Left to 
right are 
Peter Walker, 
chairman of 
Glengarry 
Community 
Council, Lea 
MacNally, 
treasurer, 
Stanley 
MacDonald 
volunteer, 
and Ian 
Blyth.  
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Mallaig through 
to Ross Cup fi nal

Mallaig are through to their 
second � nal of the season 
a� er edging out Portree 
Juniors in a tight Ross Cup 
semi-� nal at Mallaig High 
School last Wednesday, July 
18.

Mallaig went into the game 
having comprehensively 
beaten their opponents 5-2 
and 6-0 in the two previous 
eccounters between the sides 
this season, which, combined 
with their recent good form, 
undoubtedly gave the home 
side con� dence. Juniors 
were, however, not to be 
underestimated as they have 
taken points from Sleat and 
Strath and Kyleakin in recent 
weeks.

And it was the Skye side 
who started the match 
strongest. Playing against the 
wind in the � rst half, Mallaig 
struggled to cope with 
Portree’s high balls and a� er 
a defensive mix-up, Juniors 
took a deserved lead.

Mallaig leveled not long af-
ter as an Andy Cunningham 
corner was controlled by 
Archie Gillies on his chest 
before hammering the ball 
into the net to bag his � rst 
goal of the season.

Juniors continued to cause 
Mallaig problems and they 
again tested goalkeeper 
Aaron Milligan, who re-
mained resolute throughout 
the � rst half with a number 
of � ne saves.

Juniors took the lead for the 
second time as a high ball 

was controlled by the Juniors’ 
striker, who turned and � red 
the ball into the corner.

A� er this period of Juniors 
pressure, Mallaig began to 
claw their way back into 
the match. A� er a couple 
of chances, including Ross 
Douglas going close with a 
header from a corner, Mallaig 
levelled the game through 
an Andy Cunningham 
penalty. � e spot-kick was 
awarded a� er Cunningham  
de� ly controlled the ball 
and was brought down 
before he could get a shot 
o� . Cunningham coolly dis-
patched the penalty to send 
Mallaig in to the break level, 
despite being second best for 

large parts of the half. As a 
berth in the � nal beckoned, 
both teams upped the ante 
and pushed for a decisive 
winner.

As a result, the match 
became scrappy, with few 
chances created as both de-
fences were well on top. � e 
Mallaig centre-half pairing 
of Jaimie Young and Archie 
Gillies looked especially 
comfortable.

Mallaig eventually took 
the lead as talisman Andy 
Cunningham notched his 
20th of the season a� er he got 
on the end of a good delivery 
from Angus MacNaughton. 

Cunningham was able 
to then knock it past the 

on-rushing Juniors keeper 
on the half volley to edge the 
home side in front.

Juniors piled on the pres-
sure to try and equalise and 
once again the backline, and 
Mallaig keeper Milligan, 
continued to repel the 
Juniors attack as Mallaig 
sealed the win and their 
place in the Ross cup � nal 
where they will face league 
leaders Sleat and Strath.

Mallaig manager Jamie 
MacGregor said: ‘A second 
cup � nal in our debut season 
is a fantastic achievement 
and hopefully we can go one 
better and seal the win.’

FOOTBALL
Mallaig, who are through to their second cup � nal of the season.

Mallaig do double over Juniors as they chase the title
Mallaig  6
Portree Juniors 2

League

Mallaig hosted Portree 
Juniors for the second time in 
as many weeks a� er a hard-
fought Ross cup semi-� nal 
win a week prior and again 
managed to secure a victory 
over the Skye side.

� ere were four changes 
to the Mallaig side that won 
the cup semi-� nal as Rhys 
Macleod, Cameron Muir, 
Scott MacLean and Ryan 
MacDonald returned to the 
starting 11.

Mallaig started the game 

well playing some nice foot-
ball but it was Juniors with 
the early chances forcing a 
magni� cent save by Mallaig 
keeper Aaron Milligan.

Juniors’ pressure eventually 
paid o�  as they took an early 
lead with a lovely half volley 
that went right into the top 
corner.

Mallaig fought back and 
levelled the score a� er a nice 
through-ball was well � n-
ished by Mallaig mid� elder 
Angus MacNaughton, who 
� red a low shot past the 
Juniors keeper into the bot-
tom right corner.

Juniors took the lead for 
the second time as Mallaig 
failed to deal with a cross to 

the back post and a� er a bit of 
a stramash the ball ended up 
in the back of the net. Juniors 
went into the break with a 
deserved lead.

� e second half saw a dras-
tically better performance by 
Mallaig. A change of forma-
tion and personnel proved to 
be vital as Mallaig ran riot 
with � ve second-half goals.

� e equaliser came from 
substitute Brett Macmillan 
before substitute Macmillan 
found MacNaughton inside 
the box who scored his sec-
ond of the game. � e fourth 
came not long a� er as an 
Andy Cunningham cross was 
controlled and � nished by 
Ross Douglas.

Mallaig further extended 
their lead through Macmillan 
again a� er a Juniors defender 
headed the ball over his own  
keeper allowing Macmillan 
to tap the ball in to the empty 
net.

� e scoring was rounded 
o�  by Andrew Sneddon, who 
came o�  the bench to help the 
home side seal the game with 
a right-footed strike in o�  the 
post.

Mallaig sit six points o�  the 
top of the table with three 
games in hand over leaders 
Kyleakin.

Away from league action, 
Mallaig take on Sleat and 
Strath AFC in the Ross Cup 
� nal this Saturday, July 28.

Ben Nevis Distillery shield

Kevin Cameron, left, presents the Ben Nevis Distillery 
Shield to the winners Bill Clarke, second right, and 
Alan Lawrie, far right, along with runners-up Suzanna 
Williamson and Brian Mo� at, behind. The nominated 
pairs competition was held at the Fort William 
Railway Bowling Club in Inverlochy. 
Photo:s Anthony MacMillan Photography

Winners of the Craig Nevis Guest House Balloted 
Pairs Bowls competition held at the Inverlochy Rail-
way Bowling Club’s green at Inverlochy on Sunday, 
July 22. The winning team, after an entertaining 
� nal, was Kevin Fraser and Brian Mo� at, front, with 
the runners-up back left Bill Clark and Ian Rodger, 
back. On Saturday, July 23 Kinlochleven Bowling 
Club held the Harlequin nominated pairs competi-
tion with Eddie Downs and Agnes Boyle winning and 
Agnes and Wilson Thain runners up. The competitors 
were guests for a meal at the sponsor’s restaurant in 
Kinlochleven.

Impressive win for Saints

Saints’ Scott Maitland, in red, and Benjamin Craig 
tussle for the ball in mid� eld.

Oban Saints continued their pre-season programme 
with an impressive 3-1 win over Scottish junior side 
Vale of Leven.
 The visitors took the lead through Scott Gallagher but 
goals from James Ford and Fraser MacFarlane gave the 
Oban side a 2-1 lead at the interval.
 A penalty from Lewis Cameron in the second half put 
the icing on the cake for a well-deserved victory for 
Saints.  
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Camanachd Association prepares to celebrate 125 years
� is year sees the 125th anniversary of the Camanachd 
Association and a series of events has been planned to mark 
the occasion.

� e anniversary falls on October 10 when, in 1893, in the 
Victoria Hall in Kingussie, representatives of various shinty 
clubs throughout the country met ‘for the purpose of forming a 
Camanachd Association’.

Among the preparations was a competition to design a logo 
that saw hundreds of entries and which was won by primary 
seven pupil John Robert Chisholm of Leverhulme Memorial 
School on Harris.

� ere is also an anniversary book – Surviving and � riving  
by Steven MacKenzie – re� ecting on the 25 years since the 
centenary.

An anniversary art project, � row Up 2018, is an innovative 
collaboration linking visual arts and shinty. Highland Print 
Studio has paired four artists with four clubs and tasked them 
with creating work inspired by their experience. � e work will 
form a touring exhibition that will be on show at the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup Final 2018.

Among the forthcoming anniversary events is a conference 
– Surviving and � riving – in partnership with the Highland 
Folk Museum on October 10.

Shinty’s Heroes, in the Badenoch Centre, Kingussie, on 
October 10 will be the � nal performance of the much-acclaimed 
musical audio-visual concert commemorating the impact 

of the First World War on shinty communities, presented by 
Hugh Dan MacLennan and Gary Innes.

Before that, however, there will be a Big Day of Shinty at the 
Glasgow 2018 European Championships, which will have a 
shinty-themed ceilidh, come and try events and more at the 
Green� eld Playing Fields in Glasgow on Sunday August 5.

‘Caman’ Back to Shinty is a week-long celebration of the sport 
from October 6-13.

A highlight will be the Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup, the 
most coveted competition in shinty, which will take place on 
Saturday September 15 at Moss� eld, Oban.

Main sponsor Marine Harvest’s Valerie Fraser Women’s 
Camanachd Cup is the highlight of the women’s calendar and 
sees the cup played for the 16th time at the Dell, Kingussie on 

Saturday September 1. A new feature will be the inaugural 
England v Alba representative match over two legs. � e � rst 
takes place at the Dell, Kingussie, on July 28 with a 7pm throw-
up. � e second leg will take place at the London Shinty Festival 
on October 6.

Keith Loades, president of the Camanachd Association, said: 
‘� e 125th anniversary of the formation of the Camanachd 
Association o� ers the current board and everyone enjoying 
the sport of shinty a signi� cant opportunity to applaud and 
appreciate the foresight and organisational prowess of all those 
responsible for putting in place an association which has stood 
the test of time.

‘It is incumbent on us all to recognise and celebrate this great 
achievement and to lay the foundations for the next century.’

John Chisholm, designer of the 125th anniversary logo, said: 
‘I wanted the logo to be engaging, bright, colourful and very 
active, just like a shinty game. � e human forms have no detail 
so they represent any race, gender or age. � e sun sets every-
where, so the game can be played anywhere.’

Lisa MacColl, president of the Women’s Camanachd 
Association, said: ‘I am delighted our � nal is being included in 
the celebratory events. � is year the event will be televised by 
BBC Alba which is a huge boost for the women’s game, players 
and spectators.’

From Sunday July 15 until 
� ursday July 19, 74 of the 
country’s brightest young 
shinty prospects descended 
upon Strathallan School in 
Forgandenny, Perthshire 
for the 2018 National Player 
Development Camp.

Each player, aged between 
14 and 17, had been nominat-
ed by their youth or senior 
club to take part in the camp, 
designed to o� er the best in 
the technical, tactical, physi-
cal and psychological aspects 
of the game.

� roughout the week, 
the young players received 
specialist training from 
Camanachd Association 
coaches based around all the 
key skills, techniques and 
tactics of the game. Pam Paul, 

National Player Development Camp
a dietitian at Celtic FC, was 
on hand to deliver a lecture 
to all the players and coaches 
on eating and drinking for 
best performance and Kieran 
Achara, club service manager 
with Basketball Scotland, 
delivered a fascinating moti-
vational talk to all the players.

Tactical
Also on hand was ex-Scot-

land player Fraser Inglis who 
spoke to the budding shinty 
stars on the tactical side of 
the game.

A number of awards 
were presented at the end 
of � ursday’s session.  � e 
award winners were:  player 
of the camp: William 
Mackinnon (Skye); most 
improved player: Callum 
Grover (Newtonmore); most 

committed player: Alistair 
Abbott (Aberdour).

Camp organiser Ronald 
Ross said:  ‘� e National 
Player Development Camp 
has once again proved a great 
success. Since its inception 
more than 25 years ago, the 
camp has helped hundreds of 
young players from across the 
country to improve all aspects 
of their game from the techni-
cal to the physical elements of 
the sport.

‘� e camps are also a great 
way for the participants to 
meet other aspiring shinty 
players, forging ties and 
friendships throughout the 
sport.’

Player of the camp - William Mackinnon; most improved player - Callum Grover; most 
committed player - Alistair Abbott; � tness award - Calum Mackay.

YOUTH SHINTY

SHINTY

Kinlochshiel’’s Finlay Macrae being presented with the 
man-of-the-match award by David Hamilton Macaulay 
Association secretary.

Macaulay Cup South semi-� nal man-of-the-match George 
Thomson of Kyles Athletic is presented with his award by 
Alan Hill former secretary of the Macaulay Association.

Kilberry Loop sportive 
under starter’s orders

Cycling enthusiasts are gear-
ing up for the � rst  cycling 
sportive based in Mid Argyll.

� ere is just one month 
to go until the start of the 
inaugural Kilberry Loop 
Cycle, which will take place 
on August 11.

Organiser of the non-com-
petative event is the Mid 
Argyll Tri & Cycle Club.

Registration for the event 
will open at 7.30am, with 
the cycle starting from the 
Isthmus, Tarbert. Entrants 
will then head east towards 
the village and then north 
on the A83 before turning on 
to a single-track road at the 
junction with the B8024.

� is is where the fun be-
gins, with a steady climb for 
about 2kms before the fast 
descent into Achahoish and 

the beginning of wonderful 
scenery along the shores of 
Loch Caolisport.

� e breathtaking views 
to Jura, Islay and Gigha 
demand a quick stop for a 
photograph. � ere will be a 
feed station at about the half 
way mark.

� e route continues 
through Kilberry, with some 
short sharp climbs and 
sweeping descents, before 
following the coast of West 
Loch Tarbert, passed the 
Tarbert Golf Club, before 
getting back to the A83, 
Tarbert and the � nish.

� e loop is suitable for 
road bikes – the road surface 
is variable but generally 
reasonable.

CYCLING
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GOLF ‘Noisy neighbours’ take the spoils in 
Lochaber derby
South Lochaber � istle AFC 
earned bragging rights last 
week as they pulled o�  a 
shock victory over Lochaber 
rivals Fort William FC in the 
� rst meeting between the two 
clubs.

A bumper crowd gath-
ered at Claggan Park last 
Wednesday, July 18, as the 
amateur Jags attempted to 
stake their claim as the best 
side in the area against their 
new-look Highland League 
neighbours in what was one 
of the most anticipated foot-
ball matches in Lochaber in 
recent years.

With this being a pre-sea-
son � xture, both sides looked 
quite unfamiliar as prepara-
tions are well underway for 
the start of their respective 

Fort William  1
South Lochaber Thistle 2

Pre-season friendly

league campaigns in the next 
month.

Fort William, in particular, 
had a number of new names 
in the starting line-up, some 
of who were playing with 
their new team mates for the 
� rst time.

Meanwhile, � istle were 
missing six members of their 
squad through injury and 
holidays but were able to � eld 
a strong starting 11.

� istle started the brighter 
of the two teams as the sun 
shone on Claggan Park and 
their doggedness in mid� eld 
meant that the Fort weren’t 
able to settle on the ball.

In the opening exchanges, 
much of the play was focused 
in the wide areas of the 
pitch and � istle’s wingers 
were beginning to play a big 
part in the game. � e break-
through came a� er the home 
side’s number seven, Martin 
Munro, beat his marker on 

the wing before cutting 
in and passing to Danny 
Mackintosh who � red the 
ball into the bottom corner 
past debutant Fort goalkeep-
er Paul MacLennan.

� istle began to dominate 
proceedings, in particular 
the centre of the park, with 
Andrew Mclean hitting the 
post and Martin Munro 
narrowly missing.

� is, however, seemed to 
spark Fort William into life 
as they got the next goal and 
evened up the scores a� er 
a well-placed ball from the 
wide area was headed into 
the net by trialist striker 
Josh Knowles just before 
half-time.

� e second half was a more 
even a� air and the addition 
of Michael Gillespie into the 
Fort mid� eld gave the home 
team added impetus. Liam 
Taylor and John Treasurer 
both had half chances 

although both were foiled by 
the Jags’ defence.

However, a goalkeeping er-
ror gi� ed a chance to � istle 
forward Sean Noble who 
duly slotted the ball past the 
stranded MacLennan, much 
to the disappointment of the 
Fort support.

Fort William then ramped 
up the pressure. However, 
� istle were able to quell the 
threat posed by the Fort at-
tackers and brought on Shaun 
Hendrie, who slotted into the 
centre of the park and calmed 
down the team.

A� er a full six minutes of 
injury time, SLT were able to 
hold on to their lead and see 
out the victory. As the referee 
blew for full time there were 
jubilant scenes as the � istle 
players celebrated one of their 
biggest victories in the short 
history of the club.

Fort manager Kris Anderson looks less than impressed at 
the home side’s showing.

Danny MacIntosh opens the scoring in the � rst ever match between the two Lochaber teams. 

Martin Munro, with one of the match mascots.

Golfers have been taking part in a number of competi-
tions this month at Fort William Golf Club.

On Saturday July 7 the July Medal was played with 
the following result: Section 1 - 1 Steven Jamieson, net 
70 (73 – 3);  2 Peter Stewart, net 71 (84 – 13); 3 James 
Duncan, net 72 (85 – 13).

Section 2 - 1 Frank Sweeney, net 75 (91 - 16);2  Sinclair 
Gunn, net 76 (96 - 20); 3 Pat Cassidy, net 82 (99 – 17)).

On Sunday July 8 the July Senior Medal was played 
with the following result: 1 Kevin Hickman, net 64 
(89 – 25); 2 Frank Sweeney, net 67 (83 – 16); 3 Steven 
Jamieson, net 69 (72 – 3).

On Tuesday July 10 the Neebs Nappers 12-hole 
Stableford was played with the following result: 1 
David MacPherson, 27 points; 2 Brian Stewart, 26 
points; 3 Keith Sangster, 23 points.

On Wednesday July 11 the American Golf 12-hole 
Stableford was played with the following result: 1 
Andrew Brown, 27 points; 2 George Band, 26 points 
(BIH); 3 Sinclair Gunn, 26 points.

On Saturday and Sunday July 14-15  the two rounds of 
the MacIver Cup were played with the following result: 
1 Willie Duncan, net 131 (60 + 71); 2 Brian Stewart, net 
133 (68 + 65); 3 Peter Stewart, net 134 (67 + 67).

Ladies: On Tuesday July 10 a 12-hole par competition 
was played with the following result: 1 Helen Brian, 4 
up; 2 Ann Lovatt, 3 down.

On Saturday July 14 the July Medal was played with 
the following result: 1 Helen Brian, net 70 (92 – 22); 2 
Rosemary Macintyre, net 72 (84 – 12);  3 Ann Lovatt, net 
83 (108 – 25).

On Sunday July 22 the Cameron Trophy was played 
with the following result: 1 Rosemary Macintyre, 38 
points; 2 Helen Brian, 33 points;  3 Ann Lovatt, 27 
points.

The Ben Nevis Distillery Golf Week took place from 
Monday July 16, with the following competitions:

On Monday July 16 a 12-hole, two-person Texas 
scramble was played with the following result: 1 
Dougie Duncan and Davie Laing, 34 points; 2 Bruce 
Love and Neil Worsdall, 33 points;  3 Keith Sangster and 
Robert McCover, 32 points.

On Tuesday July 17 a 12-hole strokeplay competition 
was played with the following result: 1 Henry MacDon-
ald, net 42 (50 – 8) (BIH); 2 James Duncan, net 42 (51 – 9 
(BIH);  3 Alex Stewart, net 42 (52 – 10).

On Wednesday July 18 a 12-hole, three-person Texas 
scramble was played with the following result: 1 
Stephen Howden, Graeme Worsdall and Neil Worsdall, 
38 points; 2 David MacDonald, Tommy Disher and Mark 
Rydings, 37 points; 3 Davie Laing, Dougie Duncan and 
Keith Duncan, 36 points.

On Thursday July 19 a 12-hole Stableford competition 
was played with the following result: 1 Jason Wallace, 
26 points (BIH); 2 Peter Laing, 26 points (BIH); 3 Stephen 
Howden, 26 points.

On Friday July 20 a 12-hole Stableford competition 
was played with the following result: 1 Marc MacDon-
ald, 28 points;  2 Tommy Disher, 27 points (BIH).

Recent results from Fort 
William Golf Club

Fort William Golf Club.
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‘Noisy neighbours’ take the spoils in 
Lochaber derby

Danny MacIntosh opens the scoring in the � rst ever match between the two Lochaber teams. 

Sean Noble comes close 
in the � rst half but got 
his goal eventually in the 
second half, scoring the 
winner for his side. 

Martin Munro makes a 
bursting run through the 
Fort mid� eld. 

Thistle’s John 
Ferguson 

battles with 
Fort’s Liam 

Taylor. 

South Lochaber players and management celebrate the victory in their Claggan Park changing room. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 26, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.46 3.3 11.16 1.2 
 17.06 3.6 23.28 1.3
Fri 05.23 3.5 11.50 1.1 
 17.44 3.8  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.05 1.2 05.59 3.6 
 12.25 1.0 18.20 3.9
Sun 00.42 1.2 06.35 3.7 
 12.59 1.0 18.55 3.9
Mon 01.18 1.2 07.08 3.7 
 13.31 1.1 19.29 3.9
Tues 01.53 1.2 07.38 3.6 
 14.00 1.1 20.00 3.8
Wed 02.25 1.3 08.06 3.5 
 14.26 1.2 20.31 3.7             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny
Moderate breeze from
the south east
Temperatures 
15°C to 23ºC.
Friday 
Light rain
Gentle breeze from
the south south east
Temperatures 
12°C to 20ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Sunny on Saturday
Light rain on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the south south east 
Temperatures 
12ºC to 17  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

12

20

18
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FOOTBALL

LOTTERY

GOLF

INSIDE THIS WEEK:

‘Noisy neighbours’ take the spoils in 
Lochaber derby

New-look Fort fall
to Ross County XI

Liam Taylor reels o�  in celebration after levelling the 
scores. 

Fort William   1
Ross County 2

Pre-season friendly 

Fort William FC rounded 
o�  their pre-season schedule 
with a narrow defeat to Ross 
County reserves on Saturday, 
July 21, just one week before 
the start of the new Highland 
League season.

Following on from their 
midweek loss in the Lochaber 
derby against South Lochaber 
� istle, the Fort were keen to 
make amends and put in a 
stronger performance.

Although the starting line-
up still features a number of 
new signings, the team looked 
more comfortable playing 

Scott Hunter takes on County’s Mark Gallagher. Photos: Alba.photos

with each other than in previ-
ous matches as manager Kris 
Anderson’s training regime is 
beginning to pay dividends.

It was the Dingwall club 
that struck � rst but the Fort 
were resilient and fought 
their way back into the match 
and, soon a� er, Liam Taylor 
levelled the scores.

Fort continued to press and 
County keeper Joe Williams 
was called into action to pull 
o�  a great save from a long 
range strike from Taylor. 

From the resulting corner, 
County launched a fast-paced 
break away and had a chance 
cleared o�  the Fort line by 
Declan Cooper.

John Treasurer came o�  the 
bench in the second half and 

made an immediate impact 
as one of his e� orts rattled 
the bar.

As the game ebbed and 
� owed it looked as though 
Fort William might secure 
the draw but with just three 
minutes remaining, Ross 
County edged in front again.

As the � nal whistle blew, 
there was disappointment in 

the Fort team but their per-
formance was an improve-
ment on previous � xtures as 
the new-look team continues 
to meld together.

Fort William also an-
nounced the signing of de-
fender Farquhar MacRae who 
signs on a two-year deal this 
week. � e powerful defender 
has re-signed for the Fort af-

ter having impressed during 
recent pre-season training 
and matches.

� e Fort can now look 
forward to the start of the 
Highland League season 
which begins with an away 
match against Rothes on 
Saturday, July 28.

This week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 
8, 16 and 17. There was no 
winner so the jackpot for 
the draw today (Thursday 
July 26) will be £400.

Numbers drawn in the 
Caol Regeneration lotto 
were 9, 11 and 13.

There were no winners this 
week and so the prize for 
next week will be £400.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this 
week were 5, 6 and 8.

Ronald Whyte in Ballachu-
lish won the £200 on o� er. 
Next week’s draw will have a 
prize of £200.

Isle of Skye Golf 
Club results

Gents’ section: Saturday July  
14 and Sunday 15, Alpha and 
Sconser Trophies - Alpha 
Trophy (0-12): 1 - Murdo 
Gordon, 70(8) nett 62;  2 - Ian 
Douglas, 72(8) 64; 3 - Neil 
Macfarlane, 77(7) 70.

Sconser Trophy (13-28): 1 - 
John Allan Macleod, 73 (14) 
nett 59;  2 - Gillies Nicholson, 
86 (20) 66;  3 - Donald 
MacPhee, 90 (21) 69.

Wednesday July 18, 
Midweek medal: 1 - John 
Allan Macleod, 76(13) nett 
63 bih; 2 - Donald MacPhee, 
84(21) 63; 3 - Ian Marr, 87(23) 
64 bih; 4 - Neil Macfarlane, 
71(7) 64 bih; 5 - Robert 
Macaskill, 79(15) 64.

Ladies’ section: Sunday 
July 15, Strokeplay: 1 - 
Sandra Dew, 102(33) nett 69;  
2 - Jill Mackinnon, 90(20) 70.

Tuesday July 17, Stableford: 
1 - Sandra Dew, 30pts; 
2 - Ann Jagger, 29pts.


	040EO2607TTA

