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TIMESLINEPier today and gone tomorrow as cruise ship sets sail

Plea to save £15m school
building for the community
‘DON’T throw away a £15 million
building’ was the plea made by a
local councillor to his Argyll and 
Bute colleagues before Oban’s
high school is demolished.

Councillor for Oban North and 
Lorn, Iain MacLean, wants a
rethink before the old building
is reduced to rubble to make
way for a car park and a ‘grand’ 
entrance to a new purpose-built 
school due to open for the 
2017/18 season.

A former businessman, coun-
cillor MacLean believes the
building may be valuable for oth-

er public services or community 
resources.

But a local authority spokes-
man said it was ‘impossible’ to
accommodate the new and old
schools on the same site.

However, the councillor is 
backed in his calls by former MP
Alan Reid. 

Mr Reid, who was ousted from
the Argyll and Bute Westminster
seat in May, said: ‘On the door-
steps, local people were saying
time and again that a new school
is not needed.

‘Many suggested that, to save 
money, it might be best not to
spend multi-millions on a new
school.’

Councillor MacLean said the
chance to relocate the school or 
stop the rebuild was probably 
past, but there was still time to 
save the former school building.

Mr MacLean said: ‘I have an
email from Argyll and Bute 
council in response to my en-
quiry about the book value of the 
existing school building. 

‘It is a figure well in excess of 
£15 million.

‘I have tried for several months
to introduce a rethink about 
demolishing the existing building
after completion of the new one.

‘Future uses I have highlighted
to justify retention of the present
building, at least the majority of 

it, include the desperate need for 
additional local authority office 
space and rationalisation of ex-
isting multiple offices, additional 
Argyll college space, considera-
tion to sharing with other public 
bodies such as Police Scotland, 
turning over the gym hall for 
general public use such as the 
youth requirement for a skate 
park, facilities for bigger musical 
events such as mòds and larger 
conferences being attracted to 
Oban. 

‘If one considers the dire budg-
eted financial situation Argyll 
and Bute council is facing, then 
we need to find ways of making 
the most of what assets we have 

to fullfil future needs where 
there is no real hope of finding
funding to provide new-build
alternatives.

‘In short, it’s a very, very waste-
ful approach to demolish such an
asset to make way for a car park 
and new entrance for the new 
high school.

‘The latter, which intends to
divert pupils from Soroba Road
into Millar Road, is pretty un-
likely to be easily adopted, as it’s
a long way around.’

Education spokesman for 
the council, councillor Rory 
Colville, said: ‘This new school 
will help to equip 1300 children
for the future; providing them

with a fabulous facility in which
they can learn and succeed, be 
ambitious and realise their full 
potential.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council continued: ‘Follow-
ing a site selection process which 
involved an extensive public 
consultation, the current school 
site was chosen as the only pos-
sible site for the new Oban High
and was approved by our project 
partners.’

He said the funding was 
allocated to Oban because the 
school had been extended over
many years and was increasingly 
unsuitable for delivering high 
quality modern education.  

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TWO further days of talks between the
RMT union and ferry-operator CalMac
should take place before west coast crews
consider strike action, says the boss of the
ferry company.

Martin Dorchester, chief executive, of 
the Scottish government ferry contractor
is ‘disappointed’ the union has issued
a letter to all members stating there
has been ‘slow progress’ to meet union
demands on job security and working
conditions.

While many businesses from the islands
are sympathetic to the concerns of the 
crews, they want to see the matter re-
solved quickly.

RMT general secretary, Mick Cash, told
members: ‘The emphasis seems to be on 
what can’t be done and what won’t be
done.’

PLANS to build a community centre for 
the people of Soroba are progressing
slowly but surely.

The Viewpoint, a multi-purpose build-
ing, is planned for land formerly owned
by tenants and has been on the cards for
15 years.

Marri Malloy, of Soroba Community
Association, who has been a member of 
the group for many years, said: ‘We are
still negotiating the ground being given
to Oban Viewpoint.

‘There are some issues we have to clarify
with Argyll and Bute council but I feel we
are being listened to now with the expert
help of Gordon Dalgleish, who is a solic-
itor.

‘I think people forget we are volunteers 
and don’t understand all the legal jargon,
but we won’t give up.’

A MAN who failed to clean up after 
his dog, which fouled at an Oban play
park, has been fi ned £40 by an Argyll 
and Bute amenity warden.

The warden was given photographic
evidence of a dog fouling at the 
Balvicar Road football pitch by the
group ‘Oban community action on dog 
fouling’.

Speaking on behalf of the group, 
Oban community councillor Julie 
Mckenzie said: ‘Our members are
delighted that the many hours of hard 
work spent on the campaign have 
fi nally paid off .

‘We hope that this fi ne sends out a 
clear message to the community that 
irresponsible dog ownership - and in 
particular, dog fouling - will not be 
tolerated.’

Talk before walk View to a centre

Not a full chamber
to discuss budgets

A new date fi xed 
for Connel sailor

Work to start on 
esplanade hotel

Watchdog to take
a look at concerns

ANTI-piracy crewman, Billy
Irving, is to appear before
the Indian supreme court on
August 3, which may bring an
end to his three-year ordeal.

The Connel man has been
held since October 2012 after
his ship strayed into Indian
waters. Cleared of  any charg-
es, the Indian authorities still
hold his passport.

AUDIT Scotland confi rmed it is
undertaking a review of Argyll
and Bute council with a report 
due before the end of the year.

A spokesman for the statutory 
body confi rmed it had received 
concerns from a councillor and 
a Holyrood politician, which
it said it would address in the 
second follow-up report. 

A CRUNCH budget meeting to
discuss scathing cuts to Argyll
and Bute council’s services and
staffi  ng was attended by 25 out
of a full council of 36 members.

The day in May was planned
weeks in advance, but 11 elect-
ed members were absent.

Members attending from
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area
were councillors Mary-Jean
Devon, Neil McIntyre, Iain
MacLean, Roddy McCuish and
Elaine Robertson, while coun-
cillor Duncan MacIntyre is on an
agreed long-term absence.

DEVELOPERS of the Argyll
hotel on Oban’s esplanade
have confi rmed an applica-
tion for a building warrant
was made this week. Owner,
Alan MacLeod, said he hoped
work would start soon. 

THE MS Prinsendam seemed to
favour a walk on the Esplanade 
rather than take a dignified sail
out of Oban Bay on Tuesday 
morning, writes Louise Glen.
  The mid-sized Holland America 
Line cruise ship is nicknamed by 
travellers, the Elegant Explorer.
  But the handsome ship took her
journey too far when she slipped 
into the sea channel closest to 
the seafront hotels.

On hand was Eric Dickison, 
of Wellpark House bed and
breakfast in Oban, to take this 
photograph where the 27-year-
old beauty had a close call.

The cruise liner is no stranger 

to danger. On February 1, 2007, 
Prinsendam was hit by two 
12-metre tall rogue waves near 
Cape Horn.

There were around 40 injuries, 
with some passengers taking to 
hospital for treatment.

Five years later on March 22 
2012, Prinsendam, en route to 
Portimao in Portugal, received 
a distress call from a Portuguese 
fishing boat with eight people
aboard. 

The Portuguese Coastguard
directed Prinsendam to pick up 
the fishermen and stand by for a 
helicopter to take the eight men 
to shore.

For your free, no obligation, 
initial assessment contact 

Wallace Optometrists 
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban 

Tel: 01631 563170

Do You Suffer From Sore, 
Gritty or Red Eyes?
Are Your Eyelids 

Do Your Eyes Feel Dry or 

A Computer?

Do You Use Comfort Drops

If you answer yes to any of the above 
questions then Wallace Optometrists can help. 

Our specialist Dry Eye Clinic is dedicated to

using leading edge treatments for dry eyes 

and blepharitis. Traditional methods using

comfort drops or antibiotics can help treat 

the symptoms but seldom deal with the 

underlying causes of your discomfort. 

Recently introduced treatments only available at

Wallace Optometrists now deal with the causes 

of your discomfort as well as your symptoms.

Yes No
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TOBERMORY toddlers and 
the Tobermory playpark appeal
joined forces to host a hugely 
successful fun day recently, rais-
ing more than £2,300 for the two
local groups.

The Tobermory playpark 
appeal committee is working in
partnership with Argyll and Bute 
council for a new playpark in the 
heart of the town. 

The playpark appeal chair-
woman, Marion MacLean, said:
‘We are astounded and delighted 
yet again at the support shown 
by this little community. It just
shows what an important lifeline 
the playpark is to us all. 

‘We hope we can achieve our 
target of next summer for the 
children to enjoy a new playpark.’

The estimated cost is £50,000,
with more than half the funds 
already raised from donations, 
including grants from the coun-
cil, Argyll and Bute health and 
wellbeing network, the Kenny 
MacIntyre memorial fund, and
through the committee’s fund-
raising events throughout the 
year. 

For more details about the play 
park, visit www.tobermoryplay-
park.co.uk

Raising funds just a matter of child’s play

OUT FOR A DUCK: the children at the fun day taking part in the duck hunt

Derek says he 
means business Wedding dram-a has happy ending

Store offering 
chips for pets

Russell wins 
party ticket
SITTING MSP, Michael Russell,
has been selected unopposed to 
stand for the SNP in next year’s 
Holyrood elections.

Mr Russell, the current member
for Argyll and Bute in the Scottish
parliament, was the unanimous 
choice for the constituency party 
last Sunday.

SNP Argyll and Bute constituen-
cy vice chairman, Antony Harrison
said: ‘Michael has proved to be a 
popular and hard-working MSP 
across this very large constituency 
and has campaigned vigorously on 
a range of important issues.’ 

DOG and cat owners in Oban 
are being encouraged to attend a
microchipping event on Saturday, 
August 1 and Sunday, August 2 to
help protect their pets from being 
lost or stolen.

Microchipping increases the
chances of a missing pet being
returned to its owner and for dog 
owners this is becoming a compul-
sory part of caring for their pet.

In April 2016, it becomes law in
Scotland that all dogs have to be 
microchipped by eight weeks old.

Owners can bring their cat or dog 
to Pets at Home store in Oban, any 
time on Saturday or Sunday and 
get their pet microchipped for the
special rate of £10 (usually £15).

Cara Bald, store manager at Pets
at Home Oban, said:  ‘Microchip-
ping is a simple, relatively painless
and essential procedure.’

The chip is roughly the size of a 
grain of rice, fits under the pet’s
skin and contains details about its
owner. The chip is given a unique 
code number, which is stored along
with the owner’s contact details 
on the UK’s largest registration
database, Petlog.

A NEW man is set to champion 
the cause of Oban’s business
community.

Connel resident, Derek Connery, 
has been appointed manager
at BID4Oban, the organisation
tasked with improving business 
opportunities in the town.

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
BID4Oban, said: ‘There was an
extremely high level of interest in
the post when it was advertised,
both locally and across Scotland.

‘We went through an extensive 
and rigorous recruitment
process and Derek stood out as the
exceptional candidate from a very 
strong field.  

‘He brings passion, enthusiasm,
commitment and business experi-
ence to the role. He will be a great
asset and will help us drive the 
business forward during the next 
few challenging years.’

Mr. Connery, who takes up his 
new post on Monday, July 27,
said: ‘I am delighted to have been 
appointed to this critical position.

‘It will be both challenging 
and rewarding, and offers a real 
opportunity to build on the great
work that has taken place over the 
last three years to make Oban an
even better place to stay, explore 
and spend – for businesses,
residents and visitors alike.

‘The BID project allows local 
business an opportunity for greater
co-operation and the ability to 
speak collectively on important 
issues.’

A WEDDING couple were in high
spirits after an island distillery came
to the rescue when gusting winds 
and torrential rain threatened to 
turn their big day into a washout.

Bride, Kathleen Campbell, nee 
Holloway, who grew up in Oban 
and husband, Dougie Campbell,
from Jura, had planned to hold
their wedding in a marquee in the 
grounds of a hotel on Jura.

But dreadful weather on the wed-
ding day (July 4) meant the couple
and their guests had to abandon the 
marquee.

However, that’s when staff at the
Jura distillery showed true commu-
nity spirit. They opened the doors 
of the recently refurbished cooper-
age in the distillery to the wedding
couple and their guests.

Kathleen, who has just returned
from her honeymoon, said: ‘It was
just a magical day where the whole
island came out to make our wed-
ding special.’

The happy bride, who is a fully 
qualified registrar, said the last 
minute move was ‘the best thing’
that could have happened to make 
her big day even more special.

Kathleen and Dougie, both 
went to school in Oban, with 
Dougie boarding at the hostel.
 Dougie is the son of Peter and 

TIMESLINE

A KINTYRE hen farm has won
an award for the quality of 
its eggs, with the help of an
Oban fi rm and an Ardrishaig
customer.

Farmers, Hannah and Will 
Jones from Campbeltown,
entered their eggs into the
Scottish egg quality awards
for the fi rst time this year
after they gathered a loyal
following when Oban fi rm,
Waltons, began delivering 
them throughout Argyll.

Awards were given for
‘commended’ ‘highly com-
mended’ and ‘outstanding’
eggs, with the Kintyre fi rm
scooping the top award.

The couple picked up their 
award at a ceremony in Perth
last month, where they were
accompanied by Osvalda
MacKenzie from Ardrishaig.

Osvalda orders 90 boxes of 
eggs a week which she per-
sonally pays for, then sells 
though the Mary’s Meals
charity shop in Lochgilphe-
ad, donating all the profi ts to
the charity.

Chicken run leads 
to top food award

Trio celebrate the
common tongue

Shellfi sh warning 
over toxin levels

6

Don’t saddle us with the blame 

Annette Campbell from Jura and 
Kathleen is the daughter of the late 
Ken Coffee and late Janet Coffee 
(nee Sharpe) of Oban.

The distillery manager, Willie 
Cochrane, whose wife by a remark-
able coincidence is also a registrar,  
said: ‘It was great to see the com-

munity come to help this couple
have the best possible wedding.

‘My wife is a registrar so I knew
it was possible to move the wedding
from the marquee at the hotel to
the distillery cooperage.

‘It was really good we could help
and while I wasn’t on the island 

myself it was by all accounts a great
day. There was no whisky in the
barrels or it could have been an
even better wedding - but I think 
it was probably one of the best
anyway.’

As the distillery’s moto states ‘Di-
urachs believe anything is possible’.

TOAST:
Dougie and 
Kathleen on 
their happy 
day - thanks 
to the staff  
at the Jura 
distillery

ONE of Britain’s most-loved 
seabirds has suffered an
alarming decline in recent
years as numbers of puffins are
dramatically falling, writes Niall 
Hickman. 

A 30-year study of puffins on
Fair Isle, between Orkney and
Shetland, has shown numbers
have halved and experts say 
a similar decline could be 
affecting the iconic birds on
Scotland’s west coast and
throughout the Inner and Outer
Hebrides.

Britain’s biggest colony at St 
Kilda was last monitored 15
years ago and back then 20,000
individuals were present, but if 

the recent study on Fair Isle is 
an indication, then numbers are 
substantially down. 

Aberdeen University-based 
Dr Will Miles, of Fair Isle Bird 
Observatory, said: ‘The study 
shows that numbers of puffins 
breeding on Fair Isle has halved 
from around 20,000 to 10,000 
individuals since 1985.

‘We have not had a similar in-
depth study of the numbers on 
St Kilda, but it is fair to assume 
that if the figures are down on 
Fair Isle, then there is a very 
good chance they will be down 
elsewhere. There is no reason to
suppose that the decline on Fair 
Isle is an isolated case.

‘The last nationwide study in 
2000 showed there were around 
5,000 individual puffins on the 
Argyll coast. Again, no other 
widespread study has been done 
since then, but the figures on 
Fair Isle suggest the same could 
well be happening in the Argyll
region. This is a cause for great
concern because the puffin is 
such a well-loved seabird.’

The reasons for the decline in 
puffins are twofold: declining
fish stocks and the increase 
in the number of great skuas,
which are known to feed on 
smaller seabirds.

Dr Miles said: ‘Skua numbers 
are rising and, as well as eating 

fish, they are known to feed on
seabirds. While the puffin is
pretty good at avoiding skuas, 
they are being preyed upon.’

Dr Miles says the next na-
tionwide study of seabirds is
long overdue and only then will
experts have exact data on how
severely puffin numbers are on
the decline.

He said: ‘Without a proper
study since 2000, it is difficult
to give a completely accurate
figure for our seabirds, but all
the signs are that puffin figures
are lowering.

‘We badly need a new study 
and with enough funding and
volunteer help hopefully it will

be done within the next two
years.

‘Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) could be one answer to
the puffins’ declining numbers
and it is fair to say finding a 
solution presents a considerable
challenge.’  

Dr Mark Bolton, of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds, said: ‘The severe decline 
is a cause for considerable
concern. The puffin has an Eu-
ropean conservation status of 
endangered.’

Puffins, which can live up to 
30 years, continue to be hunted 
in Iceland and the Faroe Islands 
for their meat.

   

West coast seabirds under threat

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

AN OBAN youth worker has 
rallied to the defence of young 
people using the town’s Stafford 
Street pedestrian zone for 
skateboarding and cycling. 

As reported in last week’s 
Oban Times, Oban-based
councillor Roddy McCuish 
condemned the actions of 
youths using the £600,000 zone 
on their bikes and skateboards, 
saying they should be ‘ashamed 
of themselves.’

Kevin Irvine, 27, has been 
a youth worker with Oban 
Youth Cafe for five years. He
said: ‘Councillor McCuish’s
comments upset me. Telling 
young people they are not”great 
members of the community” 
because they skate on a bit of 
newly-paved area is not only 
extremely irresponsible, but 
harsh. 

‘Instead of spending £600,000 
for the benefit of some tourists, 
why not give the young people 
somewhere else to go? 

‘We, as a community, should 
be promoting healthy lifestyle 

activities, not shooting them 
down. Instead of pointing 
fingers at young folk and vic-
timising them for their hobbies 
why not try to help them? I 
respect Roddy and often agree 
with many of his views, however 
on this occasion he’s bang out of 
order.’

Kevin added that he planned 
to lobby for skateboarding and
cycling facilities for the town. 

BMX biker, Daniel Thwaite,
one of a group of friends who 
cycle at Stafford Street, said:
‘Biking at Stafford Street stops 
us from being out drinking, 
taking drugs and being on the
streets. I don’t think we should 
be ashamed of doing something 
that keeps us fit and active. And
if we had a skate park, it would 
stop us being “in the way” and 
off the street.’

In response, councillor 
McCuish said: ‘I can fully 
understand people’s anger at
my comments in the press. I’d
be delighted to meet anybody 
regarding a skate or BMX park 
in Oban, at my a surgeries on
the first of every month.

‘Also there is the opportunity 

for people to speak to council-
lors at the open forum at the
Corran Halls on August 5.

‘I think it’s worth pointing
out that we did have a facility 
at Mossfield years ago which
unfortunately had to be remove

as it wasn’t being used as much
as we had hoped. 

‘I think my past experience
of working with youth in sport
shows that I’m totally for pro-
moting health and well-being, 
especially in our youngsters.’

Councillors for Oban North
and Lorn, Iain Stewart
MacLean and Iain Angus
MacDonald, said a facility for
bikers and skateboarders was
something they would seek to
address after the council recess.

WHEELS IN MOTION: Skater, Jay Carnie, and Kevin Irvine, right, plan to lobby for better facilities

THREE singers from the three
Gaelic nations - Scotland,
Ireland and the Isle of Man - are
to perform concerts in the
West Highlands and islands,
to celebrate linguistic, musical
and cultural connections.

The performance is titled
‘Aon Teanga: Un Çhengey’,
which means ‘one tongue’.

Mary Ann Kennedy, one of 
Scotland’s most infl uential mu-
sicians and broadcasters, Ruth
Keggin, the leading vocalist of 
the Manx Gaelic revival, and 
acclaimed Irish singer, Eoghan
Ó Ceannabháin, have collab-
orated to develop an album
and live tour of traditional and 
new-composed songs.

The singers are joined by
Argyll guitarist, Finlay Wells,
fi ddler, Ultan O’ Brien, and
Gordon MacLean on bass.

For more information, visit:
www.watercolourmusic.co.uk

ROUTINE shellfi sh monitoring
work carried out by environ-
mental health offi  cers has
identifi ed raised levels of nat-
urally-occurring algae toxins in 
several areas within Argyll.

The naturally-occurring 
toxins accumulate in molluscs
such as mussels, oysters, cock-
les and razor clams and when
levels breach statutory limits,
harvesting of aff ected species
is prohibited.

Areas which currently have
toxins levels, which are above 
the legally permitted limits
for harvest, and are therefore
closed, are: Loch Fyne, Loch
Striven, Kilbrannan Sound,
Campbeltown Loch, Kildalloig
Bay, Carradale Bay, Machrie
Bay, Saddell Bay, Pirnmill, Loch
Riddon, Loch Melfort and Seil
Sound.

Warning notices have been
posted at various locations
around the aff ected areas, so 
that members of the public are
made aware of the situation.

For more information, visit
www.foodstandards.gov.scot
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User old enough to 
have known better

Sheriff  gives stern 
advice to boy, 18

Man denies drugs 
charges in court

No return journey 
to court - sheriff 

Reported to fi scal
for cocaine abuse

Highland drivers
hit the high spot
for test passes 

STAR TURN: Margaret Menassa, from Oban, with TV stars, Giles Wood and Mary Killin, from
Channel Four’s Googlebox

CELEBRITY spotting has
become something of an  oc-
cupational hazard for an Oban
woman.

Trolly dolly, or on-board
services supervisor, Margaret
Menassa, who works on the 
trains between Oban and
Glasgow on the West Highland

Line, has met more than her
fair share of A-listers.

On Saturday, she met two 
of the stars of hit TV show 
‘Gogglebox’ known as Giles 
Wood  and  Mary Killin as they 
returned from a ‘magical trip’ 
from Mull.

Margaret who has previously 

served Bob Odenkirk, from hit
American TV series Breaking
Bad and Better Call Saul, says
everyone is treated the same
way.

Margaret said: ‘Of course
people are using the train - it is
one of the best journeys in the
world.’

 t30margaret1no

THIEVES have struck again 
at one of Argyll’s architectural 
gems when they stripped £35,000
worth of lead from a lochside 
church roof.

 St Conan’s Kirk, the impressive
Loch Awe church and cloister
which lies just off the A85, was
targeted by the thieves for the
second time in a year sometime
between Friday night and Satur-
day morning.

Volunteers, who are trying to
raise £1 million to restore the
exquisite church, have been hit 
with an additional eye-watering
£70,000 to cover the cost of the 
thefts and subsequent damage to 
the building.

After the first theft, the re-
placement lead roof was marked 
by an anti-theft device, but the
church volunteers don’t hold 
out much hope of the lead being

traced and recovered. David
MacLeod, a volunteer who opens
and closes the kirk for visitors
every day and also helps out in 
the community cafe, said: ‘I went
over on Saturday morning and
opened up as usual. It was dev-
astating to see that we had been
hit by thieves again. The last time
this happened it cost us £35,000
to repair.

‘We are a small charity who
are volunteering to bring the

kirk back up to standard. While
police are looking for the people
who have done this - I want to 
make sure through the pages of 
the Oban Times that everyone is
aware of the damage that these
thefts are doing to our buildings.’

St Conan’s Kirk was built for 
the mother of Walter Douglas
Campbell, younger brother of 
the first Lord Blythswood.

Local tradition has it that the
elderly Mrs Campbell found the 
long drive to the parish church in
Dalmally much too arduous, and
that her son built her a church
nearby.

The church was completed in
the 1920s and 1930s.

Last year, the group started a 
fundrasing campaign to raise
£1million, and were awarded
£51,000 from the Church Roof 
Fund. 

Anyone with information on
the theft should contact police on
101 asking for the Oban office.

Thieves leave fundraisers with £70k bill
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

THE CONTROVERSIAL 
decision to allow a continental 
market to trade in Oban’s Sta-
tion Square this week has been
dubbed ‘a kick in the teeth’ by 
one shopowner.

The decision comes after Bid4
Oban, which represents over 480 
local businesses, had its objec-
tion rejected by Argyll and Bute 
council over the plan.

The market was scheduled to
begin trading yesterday, Wednes-
day, until Saturday, under a
restricted licence. This means 
certain goods cannot be traded,
namely those in direct competi-
tion with local businesses.

In 2013, Dunfermline-based
Continental Market Ltd was
granted a street trader’s licence

on the basis it would not sell the 
same produce as established 
shops in the town. However, the 
enterprise was issued with an 
enforcement order by a council 
officer, instructing the owner to 
close down around half of the 

stalls, as they did not comply with
the licence, with one man also
charged by police.

The council did not confirm the
name of the company given the
licence to trade this year.

One shopowner to voice his
feelings was Alan Cathro, for-
mer chairman of Oban chamber
of commerce. He has traded in
the Iona Shop, next to Station
Square, for 50 years.

He said: ‘My feeling is that it is
in the wrong place entirely, being
right in the middle of the town.
I don’t understand the decision
and, in some ways, I think the
council might be dictated to by 
some of the traders.

‘Every other business has ex-
penses all year round, yet at the
same time, council services are
getting taken away to balance the
books.

‘This is a bit of a kick in the 
teeth to rate payers.’

Poppies garden centre owner 
Gary McPherson, who has trad-
ed in the Oban area for 24 years, 
said he was concerned over lack 
of enforcement of the market’s 
restrictions. 

He said: ‘The last time it was 
here, there were restrictions but 
they weren’t adhered to. These 
restrictions are in place, but 
they’ll come along, set up and 
just do what they want - I’ve seen
it time after time. 

‘The trouble is the council is 
understaffed and underfunded,
so it’ll grant this licence but
won’t police it. 

‘Also, the money will be going 
straight out of the town so it 
doesn’t benefit Oban at all. 

‘You’d think the council would 
be concentrating on keeping the 
businesses that are here open,
paying rates all year, but instead 
they seem to make it harder.’

However, Alan MacLeod, who

owns the town’s Ee-usk and Pi-
azza restaurants, welcomed the 
decision.

‘Who is scared of the competi-
tion from a market?’ he said. 

‘Protectionism is not the way to
go forward. Competition is good 
for everyone.’

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
BID4Oban, said the group had 
notified levy payers of its efforts 
to have the licence refused.

‘BID4Oban Limited is ex-
tremely disappointed that even 
this restricted licence has been 
granted,’ he said.

‘We do not feel that the legit-
imate objections voiced by the 
business community have been
properly considered.  

‘There will still be direct 
competition with rate-paying 
businesses in town and there will 
be a displacement effect with 
shoppers being drawn away from 
established business premises.

‘We will continue to make rep-
resentation to Argyll and Bute 

MARKET FORCES: the market in the same location, in 2013, with Oban woman, Adele Duncan

council as to our dissatisfaction
with this outcome, and will 
continue to lobby vigorously on 
behalf of our levy payers.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council confirmed that 
goods on the list of the licence in-
cluded Italian handbags, crepes,
handicraft from Thailand and 
Spanish paella.

He added: ‘We have taken
care to ensure that the operator 
is aware that the market must 
comply with the conditions of 
the licence, including the range
of goods sold.

‘The licence was granted by 
our legal services team because 
it met the relevant criteria.

 ‘We would not expect the mar-
ket to have any negative impact 
on local traders, given that the 
goods to be sold are not in direct 
competition. 

‘Well-managed, complementa-
ry markets can actually enhance 
local business by drawing addi-
tional shoppers to the town.’

Town traders angry about market 
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

A HOUSE party in Oban got 
so rowdy that police had to 
use CS gas as they attempted 
to arrest a man.

At around 11.15pm on Jan-
uary 16, police were called to 
the address in question after 
reports of a disturbance and,
on entering, were confronted
by a house full of people, 
including juveniles.

While trying to arrest Dan-
iel Nesbitt, 35, for swearing 
at the officers, his friend 
Ranold Clark, 29, tried to in-

tervene and stop police from 
apprehending him.

Clark was arrested for re-
sisting and obstructing police 
officers and subsequently 
found to be in possession of 
cannabis. Corey Telfer, 19 
and Craig MacIvor, 17, were 
both arrested after obstruct-
ing and resisting officers by 
pushing mobile phones in 
their faces in an attempt to
video the incident.

At Oban Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday, Procurator Fiscal 

Eoin McGinty said: ‘Police
were warning everyone to
stand back and it got to the
point where they had to take
out CS gas.’

Representing himself, Nes-
bitt, of Arcadia Street, Glas-
gow, admitted threatening
and abusive behaviour and 
claimed he had only sworn at
the officer because she had
sworn at him first and made
a derogatory remark.

He was fined £250.
Also pleading guilty, the

court heard that Clark, of 
Longsdale Crescent, Oban,
did not usually drink and
would not have intervened in 
his friend’s arrest if he had 
not been drinking. He was 
fined £300 and admonished 
for possession of cannabis.

Telfer, of Hynish Crescent,
Oban pleaded guilty to resist-
ing arrest and was fined £300.
McIvor, of Soroba Road,
Oban, also admitted the same
charge and had his sentenced 
deferred until August 18.

Police had to use CS gas as they
tried to break up rowdy party

A MAN seen staggering along a 
street in Oban was stopped by
police after he appeared to be
trying to conceal something.

Andrew Docherty of Millpark 
Place in the town was searched
on July 11 last year on Oban’s
Esplanade and found to have
84 tablets, in eight blister
packs, of diazepam worth
between £42 and £84.

The groundsman, 45, ad-
mitted possessing the drug
illegally and was told by Sheriff  
Ruth Anderson QC at Oban
sheriff  court this week that at
his age he should have put
such off ences behind him.

He was fi ned £400.

A 35-YEAR-old man has
been charged with illegal
drug possession and being
in a building without lawful
authority.

Michael Doherty,  of 
Iona Road, Port Glasgow,
has pleaded not guilty to
possessing diamorphine,
amphetamine and diazepam
on July 20 at Albany Apart-
ments in Oban.

He also denied being in Al-
bany Apartments unlawfully,
where it could be inferred he
intended to commit theft.

Docherty was remanded 
in custody on Tuesday at
Oban sheriff  court for trial on 
August 18.

A FIRST off ender at Oban
sheriff  court on Tuesday was 
told, ‘do not get involved with
drugs’ after admitting being in
possession of cocaine.

Ryan MacAllister, 19, of Colon-
say Terrace, Oban, was stopped
by police just after midnight on
February 2 after they saw him
trying to conceal something.

He was found to be in pos-
session of what was later con-
fi rmed as £10-worth of cocaine.

Fining him £200, Sheriff  Ruth
Anderson QC told MacAllister: 
‘I don’t want to see you back in
this court again.’

‘DON’T go down this road; it
will wreck your health, your
relationships and cost you
a lot of money,’ Sheriff  Ruth
Anderson QC warned a fi rst 
off ender who had admitting
possessing illegal drugs.

Bailey Taylor, 18, of Co-
lonsay Terrace, Oban, was
stopped by police and found
to have 0.4g of the drug
MDMA, worth £20, and tiny
amount of cannabis. He was
fi ned £200 for possession of 
MDMA and admonished on
the cannabis charge.

A 39-YEAR-OLD Oban man
was detained in police custody
recently and charged with sup-
plying a Class A drug, namely
cocaine. A report has been sent
to the procurator fi scal.

PEOPLE on Coll want more 
houses. That’s the over-
whelming finding of a recent 
survey carried out on the 
island, writes Steven Rae. 

Seventy per cent of the 
island’s residents responded,
calling for more homes to be
built.

The statistics were gathered
by Development Coll, with
the survey supported by Ar-
gyll and Bute council, Rural

Housing Scotland and the
Argyll Community Housing
Association (ACHA)

A spokesman for Devel-
opment Coll said: ‘The evi-
dence indicates a that some
additional accommodation
provided at affordable prices
or rent levels could play a key 
role in sustaining recent pop-
ulation growth and economic
regeneration.

Critically, this would have to

operate in tandem with real
and sustainable employment
opportunities. 

‘A small-scale development 
of mainstream social rented 
properties could address 
the current and latent need
from young residents and 
newly-forming families. 

‘The main requirement, 
however, for new build
housing is likely to be for 
low-cost home ownership 

via self-build, if feasible.’
Discussions are ongoing with
ACHA, which has indicated
its commitment to build two
social houses. Argyll and
Bute council and the Scottish
government have offered
funding for the project. 

Development Coll is also
applying to the Scottish Land
Fund which could support
land purchase for social
housing.

Survey reveals demand for homes

Survey on the diverse Argyll coastline

Star spotting on the train

A GREEK student at the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) in Dunbeg is 
conducting a survey on the diver-
sity of the Argyll coastline.

Lizy Spanou, 22, is studying 
ecosystem-based management at 

SAMS, in conjunction with the
University of St. Andrews.

She is inviting people to
complete the survey by Monday,
July 27, to gauge the value of the
coastal environment in Argyll.

She said: ‘Argyll has an increas-

ing number of aquaculture sites
and marine protected areas, as 
well as being beautiful, which 
makes it the ideal place for my 
survey.’

To complete the survey visit
www.argyllsurvey.org.

BARRA is the most successful
place in the UK for men to
learn to drive, according to
new fi gures released by the 
Driving and Vehicle Standards
Agency (DVSA).

And the statistics, which 
covered the past year, also 
show that eight of the UK’s top
10 centres for passing driving
tests were in the Highlands 
and islands.

While the national average 
pass rate is 47 per cent, 
Highland and island drivers are
enjoying pass rates as high as
83 per cent, with male learners
on Barra hitting a perfect 100
per cent pass rate - although
just six took the test there in 
the past year.

When 10 female learners sat 
their test on Barra the pass rate
was still high at 81 per cent.

Drivers in Mallaig recorded a
pass rate of 83 per cent, with 
the next highest at 74 per cent 
in Kyle of Lochalsh and 71 per
cent on Skye. 

Centres on Arran, Orkney, 
Ballater and in Lochgilphead
occupied the remaining
Highland and island spots in 
the UK top ten, with driver
success rates between 69 and
67 per cent.

DISAPPOINTED: Graeme Bass

LAID BARE:
Thieves stripped 
£35,000 worth 
of lead from the 
roof of St Conan’s 
Kirk by Loch Awe 
last weekend, the 
second time they 
have targeted the 
ornate church in 
a year
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Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

Hugh Smith, 4, Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay PA43 7JX. Telephone: 
01496 810 658.

New book charts the 
story of island ferries 

Margaret ensures the 
fund well topped up

Yet another reason for 
raising a glass to Jim

Over 50 island transport activ-
ists and enthusiasts attended
the local launch in Ionad-

ChaluimChilleÌle of author Roy N
Pedersen’s latest book, ‘Western
Ferries Taking on Giants’. 

Along with the author, the launch
was also attended by representatives
from the book publishers, Birlinn,
as well as Sir William Lithgow, who
wrote the introduction to the new
publication and was among the  early 
pioneers for roll-on/roll-off ferry 
services to the southern isles.

Also present was Gordon Ross,
managing director of the ferry com-
pany and he referred to the powerful
legacy bestowed on the islands of 
Islay and Jura by Western Ferries.

Mr Ross pointed out that although
the company no longer operates in
these waters that legacy remains.

He went on to condemn the Scot-
tish authorities’ views on the ferry 
innovation which they regarded as a
weed which must be eradicated.

‘And eradicated it they did’, stressed
the managing director.

Author, Roy Pedersen, specialises
on the social and economic impact of 
transport services to the Highlands
and islands, and his latest book  
charts the history of  the innovative
ferry operators  whose vision, enter-
prise and determination was to be
commended.

Sadly, Western Ferries are now
but a memory on the  Islay and Jura
routes, but happily they went on to
make their considerable mark on
transport arrangements further
afield in Argyll and Bute.

Chief among those who attended
the launch in the St Columba Gaelic
Centre were some of the former crew
members of Western Ferries ‘Sound
of Gigha’.

MEMBERS of the RNLI branch 
fundraising committee, with chair-
woman, Margaret Hastie, at the
helm, have pulled out all the stops 
over the past  few weeks to ensure 
that the Islay lifeboat coffers remain 
in a healthy state.

The buffet lunch at the Bruichlad-
dich distillery’s ‘open day’ during the
FèisÌle week continues to be a major 

y p y g

fundraiser and added £1,500 to the 
lifesaving charity’s  bank balance.

Without the generosity of a large 
number of produce donors, the lunch
spread would be greatly curtailed and 
thanks go to local estates, businesses 
and various individuals for their

The crew of the ‘Sound of Gigha’ served on the Islay-Jura route. Pictured (back row) are James Jamieson, Iain
MacNeill, John Paterson, Donald MacKenzie, Neil McEachern; (seated): Arthur MacEachern, Archie Campbell and Sir 

William Lithgow Photo: Mark Unsworth, Islay Studios

interest and support. Those who 
prepared the spread are also worthy 
of full plaudits.

The open air dance following the 
beach rugby tournament at Port Ellen
was hampered by generator problems 
which may have been caused by acts 
of vandalism. This led to the event 
being held in the Ramsay hall where
the visiting Irish band, ‘Sailor Bill’, 
was at its tuneful best.

It was unfortunate that this venue 
also suffered at the hands of the 
vandals, which limited the numbers 
allowed into the hall. However, 
£1,000 was raised for the RNLI by 
the end of the night.

The annual lifeboat flag day was 
well supported by both locals and 
visitors and the next fundraiser will  
be the family fun day on Sunday, 
August 2.

VERY shortly after retiring from
Bruichladdich distillery, production
director and master distiller, Jim Mc-
Ewan, returned to the scene of past 
triumphs to receive another  master
distiller award to add his already 
extensive collection.

This honour was bestowed on Jim
by the International Whisky Compe-
tition committee and its tasting panel
and handed over by US residents, 
Sylvain Allard and Sebastien Gavil-
let. Slàintemhathgudearbh!

TIMESLINE

WORK is to be carried out on
the A83 Rest and be Thankful
road to keep Argyll traffi  c on
the move in the event of a
landslide.

Government agency, Trans-
port Scotland, will improve the
general layout of the road, the
access points to the old military
road and a diversion route in
the case of emergencies.

Fencing, debris netting and
improvements to the drainage
have already been carried out.

Holyrood transport minister,
Derek Mackay, MSP, said: ‘The
A83 is a vital route for people
in Argyll and Bute and we are
fi rmly committed to mitigating
the eff ects of landsides in the
area.’

Work will keep
A83 traffi  c going

Excellent win for
Trust attractions

Striking a chord 
with Mull visit

A hat-trick bid for

Western Isles MSP

ACCLAIMED musical group, 
the Scottish Ensemble, is set
to tour Mull for a three-day
masterclass, from August
12-14.

The Scottish-based string
ensemble’s 12 musicians will 
visit diff erent parts of the
island for a variety of events.

They aim to strike a chord
with people who may not be
familiar with classical music
and the joy it can bring.

In particular, they aim to
reach out to children and
adults living in socially de-
prived areas, or to elderly or
isolated people who cannot,
or would not, travel to a ma-
jor concert venue.

ALASDAIR Allan will stand in
the Scottish government elec-
tions for a third time next May, 
it has been confi rmed.

The Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP
has represented the Western
Isles at Holyrood since the SNP 
won the seat from Labour in
2009.

VISITORS to three attractions 
in Argyll and Arran owned by 
the National Trust for Scotland
have helped them win prestig-
ious TripAdvisor Certifi cates of 
Excellence for 2015.

The certifi cates were awarded
to Arduaine Gardens, Brodick 
Castle, and Crarae Gardens,
Inveraray, for receiving con-
sistently good reviews on the
trip planning website for the
quality of their service and
visitor experience.

AN ENERGY company will
tackle rising fuel bills.

Our Power Energy, founded by 
housing associations and local au-
thorities, aims to save its members
in the most disadvantaged commu-
nities in Scotland up to £11 million 
over five years.

Fuel poverty is at its highest level 
in a decade because of a 7 per cent 
increase in fuel bills between 2012 
and 2013.

Mike MacKenzie Highlands and
Islands SNP MSP, who lives in 
Easdale, said: ‘This is a fantastic
announcement that will go some
way to tackling rising energy 
bills for our most disadvantaged.’ 

WITH just two weeks to go until
the deadline for the Highlands and
Islands Annual Business Excel-
lence Awards, The Crown Estate 
is calling on eligible businesses
to enter and celebrate successful 
growth and innovation of the
marine sector.

The Crown Estate sponsors the 
Award for Excellence in marine 
business. All entries must be 
submitted by Friday July 31. 

MANAGEMENT measures for
Marine Protected Areas (MPA) off 
the west coast have been described 
as ‘lightweight and populist’ and 
will destroy the fishing industry 
of Scotland, a meeting between
officials and fishermen heard.

A meeting between Richard
Lochhead, the cabinet secretary 
for rural affairs in the Scottish
government and Bertie Armstrong, 
chief executive of the Scottish
Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) saw
little comfort for trawlermen.

Mr Armstrong, of the SFF, said: 
‘We outlined to the minister in 
the strongest possible terms the 
devastating impact these measures 
will have on fragile coastal 
communities on the west coast. 

‘The Scottish fishing industry 
fully supports the concept of 
MPAs, provided their designation
and management is done in an
evidence-based manner.

‘Conservation measures need to
be right, not gratuitously damaging 
in pursuit of, in the minister’s
words, ‘ambition’.

‘Unfortunately, the minister
still seemed keen to pander to
lightweight, populist lobbying
and failed to understand the 
impact these recently announced 
measures will have on several of 
our small coastal communities, 
where the loss of even one or two
boats could affect local schools and
other pillars of village life.’ 

Volunteers digging deep to create
a social space at community hub

A TREE lies torn from
its roots after a car
careered out of control in 
a supermarket car park 
and ploughed into other
parked vehicles, writes 
David McPhee.

Police cordoned off  a
section of Tesco car park 
in Oban on Monday after-
noon as they attempted
to establish what caused 
the freak accident.

Eyewitnesses said the 
car appeared to be driven 
by an elderly man, who
they thought was trying
to fi nd a parking space in 
the busy Oban store.

A bystander, who
witnessed the incident,
said: ‘A woman shopper
had to jump out of the
way as the car seemed to
crash through a hedge, 
fl atten the tree and then
smash into the two cars 
and a van.’ 

The driver of the car was
taken to the Lorn and 
Islands district hospital in
Oban by ambulance.

THE ROCKFIELD Centre
has been given a grant to add a
splash of colour to the grounds 
of the former Victorian primary 
school. 

Funding has been awarded 
from the Scottish government’s
arms-length programme, Stal- 
led Spaces, and Argyll and Bute 
community partnership’s health
and wellbeing fund.

The money will be used to buy 
tools for volunteers to maintain
the garden and grounds, pro-
vide tubs and seating and also
to install garden art.

It will involve the horticultural
students of Argyll college work-
ing with older members of the
community on the project, the 
long-term objective of which is 
to transform the B-listed town
centre building into a cultural 
and community hub for Oban.

With the building unoccupied 
for seven years, the sloped gar-
den area and the concrete hard 
standing in the grounds have 
become tired and overgrown.

Since taking ownership in 
May, Oban Community Trust
(OCT) has started to clear years 
of overgrown weeds and bram-
bles from the grounds and now 
wants to add colour and use the

concrete area as a ‘social space’.
Caroline Boswell of OCT, who 

is also leader of the grounds
group, said:   ‘Our first job is to
tidy up the grounds completely.

‘The site lends itself well to 
tubs and planters which are
easily accessible for all ages and
abilities. Then we will be look-
ing at developing the garden, so
if anyone has any ideas on what 
they would like to see please
get in touch. We will shortly put

out seating to make it a pleasant
place for people to sit and enjoy 
the sun - when it shines.

‘It is also an area that lends
itself to displaying the skills of 
artists and makers and we will
be encouraging the installation
of community arts.

‘The garden gives the commu-

nity an opportunity to make
their mark on the site, opening
up new opportunities and pro-
viding a space for everyone to
meet and enjoy.’  

She added that volunteers
from the group are already 
meeting regularly on a Wednes-
day night at 6pm for work 

parties to clear up the grounds
and a massive amount had been
achieved so far.

Anyone wishing to be involved 
in this project either at the ideas
or development stage should
contact the OCT by email at
‘membership@obancommunit-
iestrust.org.uk’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

. . . to make 
a pleasant 
place for 
people 
to sit and 
enjoy the 
sun - when it 
shines
”

Caroline Boswell
(pictured at The

Rockfi eld Centre)

Reunion fever for ‘Boomers’
‘BOOM TOWN’ dwellers are in for 
a treat this weekend when a hundred 
former residents make their way back 
to the town for a ‘knees-up’ in the
Glen Hotel in Oban.

The Dunbeg and Dunstaffnage 
Reunion has been planned since
a Facebook group brought former
friends and neighbours together 
online.

With almost all the tickets sold,
organisers Vary Ferguson and Shirley 
Inglis say they are looking forward to

a great night of chat and dancing.
Shirley, who still lives in Dunbeg,

said: ‘There has been a lot of interest
from all over the country in coming
back to the area.

‘It is really lovely that so many 
people are already sharing their
memories of living and growing up in
the area. We are all looking forward
to getting together on Saturday.’ 

For more information, please
contact Shirley on Facebook via the
Dunbeg and Dunstaffnage Reunion.
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TIMESLINE
Illegal drug found
in man’s pocket

Two new homes 
for local village 

Biker is ‘critical’
after island crash  

MP says ‘no’ to 
welfare reform 

ISLANDERS SHOW THE TRUE ‘DUNKIRK’ SPIRIT TO HELP HUNDREDS OF STRANDED FESTIVAL-GOERS

EVACUATION: police and other emergency staff  clear the camp site on Friday night

SHELTER: festival-goers take shelter in the backstage area as the weather got worse on Friday night

BACK IN BUSINESS: Daniel Gillespie (centre) helps to get the show
back on the road on Saturday morning

SHELTER FROM THE STORM: The Candlish and Anderson
families, including 10-month old Oran Candlish, who were

forced to move their tent from the Balinoe campsite and take
refuge in a nearby shed

STORM TOSSED: a sodden tent, belonging to a Fort William woman, succumbs to the stormy conditions

REVELLERS at the Tiree Mu-
sic Festival had to be evacuated 
from the site on Friday after 60 
mph winds and a torrential
downpour made the campsite 
unsafe. 

The 1700 festival-goers were 
told the music would be can-
celled at around 6pm, following 
a decision by the event’s health 
and safety team, after just one 
act had performed.

People spent the night in facil-
ities including the island’s high
school, airport, business centre 
and the parish church, as well as 
people’s own homes. 

However, despite the evacua-
tion, spirits weren’t dampened, 
and the festival went on with 
a revised line-up on Saturday 
and Sunday, with many praising 
the ‘Hebridean hospitality’ of 
islanders.

Christine Wright, from Glas-
gow, was staying with her son,
Andy, who lives on Tiree and is
manager for Tiree Trust, based
at the island centre.

She said: ‘Andy was asked in the
afternoon if he would be willing
to open up the trust premises if 
they were needed, because there 
were already concerns about the 
weather and he said “yes”.

‘He took 30 people to the 
centre, but realised there were
too many for the building, so he 
brought three back to his house. 

‘Back at the campsite there was

another family of five I was con-
cerned for, including two young
children, so I took them as well. 
So we ended up with eight people
spending the night with us in the
house.

‘I met some of the people we 
put up the next evening at the
festival and they had stayed on
the island and were having a
ball. Everyone who helped acted
absolutely fantastically.’

Neil Mackay, from Oban, who 
was festival organiser along with
headline act, Skerryvore, said:
‘On Tiree, people came together 
in an extremely difficult situa-
tion, which at times reminded 
me of the Dunkirk spirit, with
the whole community coming
together.

‘Oban’s Tesco and Argos
stores generously donated all 
their camping equipment, with
Argos even going to the extent
of opening the store out of hours 
to give us all they had in stock,
and Oban people also kindly 
dropped off the supplies from 
Argos and Tesco to be picked up
at the ferry terminal.

‘I’d also like to thank Argyll
and Bute council and the emer-
gency services team, who were 
outstanding and having that 
professional advice and support 
was invaluable, when serious 
decisions had to be made.’

The festival was closed by 
Skipinnish on Sunday night,
following a set by rockers, The
Fratellis. For a festival picture
special, see pages 16 and 17.

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

URGENT phone calls to the
police should be handled by a
local station, says a former po-
lice call handler, writes Louise
Glen.

Former civilian worker, Ryan
Beatson, from Nether Lorn,
says the current situation is 
dire with many call handlers 
unfamiliar with the geography 
of Argyll.

Ryan, who left the police 
five years ago, said: ‘In my day 
we all knew the local area and 
were able to send police to the
correct place.

‘What is happening now is a 
disgrace. When you phone 101

you can be on hold for ages
before you get through.’

But the MSP for Argyll and 
Bute, Michael Russell, defend-
ed the centralised call handling 
system. He said: ‘There is a lot 
of concern about a recent inci-
dent  involving the 101 number, 
but in recent months I have had
no local complaints about lack 
of local knowledge from those 
servicing 101. 

‘Indeed, personal experience 
tells me that those involved are 
helpful and well-informed. 

‘The service needs to be 
judged on its response to local
demand and on that measure-

ment it is presently doing a
good job.’

One woman, Nicki Black, 
who had her bag stolen from a
private house on the Isle of Seil, 
was shocked when police han-
dlers in Glasgow sent officers to
Balvicar Road in Oban.

She had to she wait 45 minutes
for them to arrive on the island.

Marri Malloy, the chairwom-
an of Oban community council,
said it was a recipe for ‘chaos’. 

She added: ‘The calls are
going to go off the radar and 
people are going to be hurt or
worse due to reporting delays.  

‘Have they learned nothing

from the case last week where it 
was reported that a car had gone
off the road and three days later
they decided to investigate, the 
outcome being two deaths that
may have been avoided.  

‘Oban is too far away to have 
a central call centre - we need
it localised as we are a very 
diverse area.’

Police Scotland’s area, 
commander, Marlene Baillie, 
said she was aware of people’s
concerns and wanted the public 
to contact her, or any of the 
area sergeants, with any prob-
lems they were having with the 
current system.

AN OBAN chef, who was 
spotted by police on patrol to
be smoking what looked like 
a ‘reefer’, has been fi ned £100
after admitting possessing 
herbal cannabis.

Oban sheriff  court heard on
Monday that Michael Duncan, 
21, Glencruitten Drive, was
stopped in Miller Road in the
town and searched by offi  cers
on March 2 and found to have
£20-worth of the illegal drug in
his pocket.

A MOTORCYCLIST is in a
critical condition after his 
Harley-Davidson crashed on 
a Western Isles road.

The man was initially taken
to hospital in Stornoway 
for treatment following the 
smash near Tarbert on Harris.

But when his condition
deteriorated, the biker was
transferred to Glasgow’s
Southern General Hospital 
by air ambulance.

On Tuesday, a spokesman
for Police Scotland described 
the biker’s condition as ‘criti-
cal but stable’.

ARGYLL Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has started 
work on two three-bedroom
homes in Tayvallich.

The funding for the devel-
opment has come from the 
Scottish government, ACHA 
and Argyll and Bute council.

The development will double 
ACHA’s provision in the village.

Lochgilphead-based fi rm,
M&K MacLeod, is due to com-

A MAN whose wife told him
their five-year relationship was 
over threatened to kill someone
and himself.

Jakob Skibinski, who was 
described as ‘devastated’ at the
news, left the couple’s Moss-
field Drive home in Oban at
8pm and went out drinking with 
friends before returning at 1am 

on July 11 to confront his wife.
Procurator Fiscal Eoin

McGinty told Oban sheriff 
court this week: ‘She noticed he
was holding a knife and he was
threatening to kill someone and
himself. 

‘He began to self-harm by 
striking himself on the neck 
with the knife.’

Hearing the row, a neighbour 
called the police and when they 
arrived Skibinski, 31, was seen 
coming out of the common close 
with no top on and scratches 
and blood on his neck.

Kevin McGuinness, defend-
ing, told the court his client 
had been very distressed and 
dazed to be told his marriage

was over, but Skibinski’s wife
had since said she wished the
marriage to continue and was
‘looking forward to having him
back in the house’.

Skabinski, who admitted 
threatening and abusive behav-
iour with a knife, had his sen-
tence deferred for three months 
to be of good behaviour.

TAKING REFUGE:TATAKAKKING RREFFUGUGE:E:: Marian MacMaster, left with her daughter, 
Ruth, and her mother, Joan McWilliam

WESTERN Isles SNP MP An-
gus MacNeil voted against
the Tories’ welfare reform bill 
as it went through its second 
reading in parliament this 
week.
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Gleann Dubh - The Black Glen
EVERY Highland parish has a spot with a tale or two
to tell. 

In Morvern it is the Black Glen, or Gleann Dubh to 
give it its old Gaelic name.

The chief point of interest is the lead mine between 
Crosben and Achagavel. The Lurga mine was opened 
about 1730 by Sir Alexander Murray of Stanhope who, 
a few years before, developed the extensive and well-
known Strontian mines. 

He gathered a number of shareholders together and
between them they formed the ‘Morvern Company’ 
which leased the mineral rights from the Duke of Ar-
gyll, the local landowner. 

Both must have had great faith in the extent of the ore 
deposit because they agreed an annual rent of almost 
£42 which today would amount to £146,000, based on 
the income value.

According to an account written in 1733 by Lieutenant 
Bruce for the famous General Wade, the Morvern 
Company was responsible for building a large store and 
pier, as well as a manager’s house, smelter and a malt 
still for the miners at Liddesdale on the shores of Loch 
Sunart. To reach the Lurga mines, a narrow road was 
built along the side of the glen to allow pack ponies to 
carry tools and equipment in and, later, to remove the 
ore in panniers.

Many of the miners, it seems, came from the Leadhills 
and Wanlockhead areas, but there were others from
further south as local tradition has it that a cairn near 
the foot of the Lurga Burn marks the grave of several 
English miners who died from suffocation when one of 
the tunnels collapsed. 

The Lurga mines were worked intermittently until
about the mid-1800s when they were finally abandoned 
probably on account of the high cost of getting the ore 
out and the lack of suitable pumps to keep the shafts 
dry.

STILL STANDING: Crosben House in the Black Glen

One of the houses at Lurga became a shepherd’s 
cottage and was last occupied by a Donald Cameron, 
better known as ‘Donald Lurga’ whose family still live 
in Morvern. 

The Camerons came originally from Sanna in Ardna-
murchan to Laga near Glenborrodale from where they 
were evicted before settling in Morvern.

When Donald Cameron died in the early 1900s, his
remains were carried over the hill to Loch Sunart. From
there they were rowed across to Resipole and shoul-
dered over the foothills of Ben Resipole to Achnanellan 
by Loch Shiel. 

Here another boat took the coffin to the ancient bur-
ying ground of Eilean Fhianain where Donald was laid 
with his ancestors - a distance of 13 miles over hill, loch 
and burn. The shepherd’s cottage at Lurga provided a 
welcome refuge for many walkers taking the shortcut 
to and from Strontian until around 1910 when it was
deliberately set on fire by an Irish vagrant who roamed 
around the district at the time.

In the old days, before cattle sales were established at
Salen and Strontian, surplus sheep, cattle and ponies 
from Mull and Morvern passed through the Black 
Glen on their way to the famous trysts at Falkirk and 
Dumbarton. Clachaig, between Lurga and Achagavel, 
was a rendezvous for local drovers before they started 
their long journey south. 

Here a market used to be held and, for the conveni-
ence of everyone who attended, a pub was established 
for a few days a year. Traces of it and the foundations of 
several tents are still to be seen.

Not far above Lurga there is a hill called in Gaelic,
‘Leac na Saighde’ - the Ledge of the Arrows - where a 
battle took place in 1596 between the MacIans of Ard-
namurchan and the Camerons of Lochiel. It came about
through the murder of John, ninth Chief of MacIan, by 
his uncle, Angus Mor.

Young John was engaged to a daughter of Lochiel.
Realising that his family would be disinherited if the 
marriage took place, Angus killed his nephew at the 
head of Kentra Bay. Hearing of his intended son-in-
law’s death, Cameron of Lochiel pursued the culprit
until they came face-to-face on Leac na Saighde. 

Apparently it was a bright summer’s morning. In order
to see better, Angus Mor put his hand to his forehead to 
lift the visor on his helmet and to wipe the perspiration
from his brow. 

Noticing this, one of the Cameron followers, Ewen
MacLachlan of Coruanan, let fly an arrow which such 
accuracy that it pinned Angus Mor’s hand to his head 
and he fell to the ground. His remains were buried at
Kiel, Lochaline, under a massive stone which is still 
pointed out.

Crosben, more correctly Corrospine, meaning a cross-
ing-point, is reached by a once fine metalled track from 
Acharn. At one time there were eight or nine houses at 
Crosben supporting 12 inhabitants.

Today only one house, built in 1881 of poured concrete, 
remains. The well-known Henry family, who came into 
Morvern in the 19th century with the sheep, lived here.

They were followed by Dr Frank Hollick, senior fellow
of St John’s College, Cambridge, and his family, who 
used it as a holiday retreat and dispensed fine Highland 
hospitality whenever they were in residence. 

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

LOCALS and visitors to Harris have the opportunity to 
learn more about the island and its nature as part of a new
walking event.

The North Harris trust holds guided tours of Hushin-
ish to explore the area’s unique flora, in particular the
abundant machair and enjoy the view. There will also be
an opportunity to learn about the history of the adjacent
island of Scarp. 

The 1.5 mile walk leaves from Hushinish car park at 
1pm on Tuesdays.

A COMMUNITY-RUN campsite on Rum has been 
named as one of the top places to camp in Britain. 

In poll by the Independent newspaper, Kinloch village
campsite on the islands took number four in the best six 
from across the UK.

The report said: ‘One of the best parts of camping is be-
ing close to nature, and this site puts you at the heart of it.
The community-run site on the shores of Loch Scresort, 
on the isle of Rum, makes up for in views what it lacks in
luxury. It is just a 10 minute walk from Kinloch castle and
it also has views of the hilly mainland.’

THERE were four inches of rain in Plockton in June.
The warmest day 17.6°C and the coldest was 5.7°C. This is 
five degrees colder than the hottest day last year.

May and June in the village have been the coldest for 
around 40 years, with many plants not growing.

Harris

Plockton

ARISAIG primary school pupils toughed
out the competition to win a Highlands
and Islands enterprise competition.

The Lochaber youngsters came top of 
almost 30 schools from across the region
by designing mobile phone apps.

Arisaig primary seven boys created the
winning Paddle App, which shows water 
sports available in the Highlands.

The girls group also entered an app
about dancing.

Sarah Winnington, chairwoman of the 
Road to the Isles marketing group, was
impressed.

When announcing the winner, she said: 
‘I am delighted to present the prizes. It is 
lovely to see the pupils designing an idea
to promote tourism in our area.’

Martin Jones, headteacher at Arisaig pri-
mary, added: ‘ I am proud of all 12 pupils 
who took part. They have shown real focus 
and enthusiasm as well as spending a lot
of their own time after school to research 
ideas and translate them into finished
products. The pupils have embraced the 
opportunity and I am sure they will use 
the skills they’ve learned in their senior 
school careers and beyond.’

SUCCESS: Arisaig primary sevens won a Highland-wide competition

A KEEN photographer from Kilchoan snapped this bee-
tle, a rare find in Scotland, while on a day out to Sanna.

The Cryptocephalus aureolus is widespread in southern 
parts of Britain. Jon Haylett spotted the insect while on
a walk in the area. He said: ‘The beauty doesn’t have a
common name which suggested straight away that our 
chance encounter at Sanna had yielded something slight-
ly special.’

Ardnamurchan

SPECIAL: the British beetle is rarely found in Scotland. 
Photograph by Jon Haylett

LONG TREK: Leanne
McDonald in Killin on her
way to Edinburgh to raise 
awareness and money for

research into grass sickness 
in horses. Leanne was also 

at the Royal Highland Show 
where there was a stand 
to raise cash. For more 
information visitwww.
grasssickness.org.uk/

recovery/candyfl oss-walks-
all-over-grass-sick

Killin

CONTRIBUTIONS to the
First World War by the peo-
ple of the isle of Lewis were
recognised with a reception
in the Scottish parliament. 

Last year the islanders, led 
by local history group, Co-
munn Eachdraidh Nis, held
a number of events com-
memorating the war and the 
roles played by the people of  
Lewis. A book, Dol Fodha
na Grèine (The Going Down
of the Sun), was also written
in both Gaelic and English
and published by Storno-
way-based, Acair, depicting 
first-hand experiences and 
letters home during the war.

So successful were the
commemorations, that a
reception at the Scottish par-
liament was held last week, 
showing powerful images of 
the year’s events, attended

DONATION: Rob Gilford, general manager of the 
Queens Hotel, Oban, presents a bottle full of customers’

loose change, amounting to more than £100, to Anne
May, representing Friends of Oban hospice.

by MSPs and representatives
from war commemoration 
charities.

Angus MacDonald, MSP 
for Falkirk East, grew up on 
Lewis and hosted the event.

He said: ‘The reception
was just fantastic. It was
an emotional and poignant
commemoration both of the
book and the servicemen 
who passed away in the Great 
War. A lot of people seemed 
to appreciate the event and 
the fact that it was held in the
Scottish parliament. It’s the 
parliament of the people of 
Lewis as much as anywhere
else. It was very poignant 
and personal for me.’ 

Acair manager, Agnes
Rennie, added: ‘You could
have heard a pin drop. It was
very, very moving. Someone 
said afterwards how amazing
it was to hear Gaelic singing 
in the parliament. For me, it 
was recognition for an out-
standing commemoration 
programme developed by 
one community.’

Left to right: Iain Macleod, singer Joan Morrison, guest 
speaker, Matthew MacIver, An Storlann manager, Donald 
W Morrison, Comunn Eachdraidh Nis chairwoman, Annie 
MacSween, Angus MacDonald MSP and Acair manager,

Agnes Rennie at the Scottish Parliament reception

Islanders’ war efforts recognised

Arisaig primary school pupils on to
a winner with two new phone apps

A NATIONALLY acclaimed
comedian is visiting Coll for a
performance of her one woman show
next week.

Josie Long, above, was officially the
best-reviewed comedy show of the
Edinburgh Festival last year and will

Coll

perform her show on Monday July 27 
at An Cridhe. She began performing 
stand-up comedy aged 14, winning 
the BBC new comedy award at 17. 

Described on her website as a 
writer and comedian, Josie tries to 
make her shows friendly and silly, 
but also uses important themes such
as politics and social justice in her 
performances. Over 18s only. For 
more information visit ancridhe.com

Top comedian makes Coll debut

PERTHSHIRE and Angus provin-
cial Mòd was held recently.  

Mull Gaelic Choir won the West-
croft trophy, overall winners compe-
tition 62, choral four-part harmony 
and the Janet McIntyre memorial cup
for highest marks in music.

Results: Westcroft Trophy for four-
part choral: 1 Mull Gaelic Choir; 2
Aberfeldy and District Gaelic Choir; 
3 Stirling Gaelic Choir. May Mitchell
and Frances Matheson Cuach for Pu-
irt-a-beul: 1 Stirling Gaelic Choir; 2
Aberfeldy and District Gaelic Choir; 
3 Dundee Gaelic Music Association.

Mull choir member, Donna Dugda-
le, won the Kennedy Fraser trophy 
for singingthe a Kennedy Fraser
song with piano accompaniment, and
the Crieff Bowling Club trophy for
singing a traditional song.

Aberfeldy

ON SONG: from left: May Brown, conductor Aberfeldy and District Gaelic choir
who won the Helen T MacMillan Cuach Clachmhòr for highest Gaelic marks,

Mary Stewart, Aberfeldy’s Gaelic tutor, the Lady Provost of Perth and Kinross,
who presented the prizes, Jane McQueen, conductor of Stirling Gaelic choir 

who won the ladies choral competition, and Elizabeth Jack, conductor of the 
Mull Gaelic Choir, with their trophies.
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Early learning and childcare will help young children gain vital 
language and learning skills, improve their social development 
and help them do better at school when the time comes. It will 
also support parents to work, train or study.

Two-year-old children are eligible for 600 hours of free early 
learning and childcare if their parent or carer receives:

 Income Support (IS)

 Job Seeker’s Allowance (income based)

  Any income related element of Employment and Support Allowance

 Incapacity or Severe Disablement Allowance

 State Pension Credit

  Child Tax Credit (CTC), but not Working Tax Credit and your income is less than £16,105*

 Both maximum CTC and maximum Working Tax Credit and your income is under £6,420*

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999*

 Universal Credit*

In addition, children aged two or over who are (or have been at any point since turning two)  
looked after by a local council, the subject of a kinship care or guardianship order are eligible.

*This applies to children who have turned two on or after 1st March 2015.

The income thresholds for Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit can vary annually.

For more info visit  
 

ask your health visitor or contact your 
local council.

earlylearningandchildcare.scot

POLICE are investigating a fire 
that destroyed an ancient family 
home on the banks of Loch Etive, 
famous for being a location in the 
last James Bond film, Skyfall, 
writes Louise Glen.

Alltchaorunn, near Dalness
in Glen Etive, was ‘burnt to the 
ground’ by the fire last Saturday 
and highlighted by the popular 
Facebook page, ‘Glen Etive the 
dirty truth’.

The individuals who started the
blaze have been called ‘scumbags
and mindless morons’ by people
on the social media site for

destroying the last of a few tra-
ditional houses in the rural areas
of Glen Etive. 

The house is believed to 
have been used by the Earls of 
Breadalbane in the 18th and 19th
centuries for family holidays at
the remote location four miles 
from the nearest main road.

The house and surrounding
bothies were home to various 
families who are now scattered 
throughout the world. They were
alerted to the fire by Facebook.

Concerns over the loss of their
heritage by the destruction of the 

Families are ‘devastated’ 
BURNT OUT: Smoke can still be seen in the ruins of the house

building were outlined by Toni
Kelly Fleeton, of Tasmania, she 
said: ‘How devastating. I am hop-
ing that it is the two-storey house
next door to the little white cot-
tage. I’d like to know which one
was on fire as I am coming over 
to visit in September and have
planned a visit to the property 
to see the birthplace of my great-
grandfather.’

If anyone was in the area at the
time, Saturday July 15, and no-
ticed anything suspicious, please
call 101 and speak to Police 
Scotland.

HIGH NOTES: Popular band, CherryGrove, en route to the Tiree Music Festival, delighted the audience
at the Taynuilt ceilidh last Thursday with a lively and rousing programme of music 

CAOL GALA DAY: Gala queen, Morgan Bisset, middle, with attendants, Erica Peden, left, and
Erica MacKay. For more on Saturday’s fun-fi lled event at Caol community centre, see page10 

21_f30frontpic01

FORMER old firm footballer
John Hartson will walk up
Ben Nevis for the fifth time
this weekend, with more than
50 supporters - dubbed ‘Hart-
son’s Heroes’.

The 40-year-old, and wife,
Sarah, from Spean Bridge, are
taking part in the BraveHart 
Challenge to mark the sixth 
anniversary of John’s battle
with testicular cancer and
raise funds for his charity, the
John Hartson foundation.

The ex-Celtic star said last 
year would be his final time 
on the summit of the Ben, but 
enthusiasm from his support-
ers persuaded him to return 
to add to the thousands of 
pounds he has already raised 
through the annual challenge. 
This year’s walk will take place
on Saturday (July 25).

Mr Hartson, who also played 
for Arsenal, West Ham and
Wales, said: ‘The BraveHart 
Ben Nevis challenge has 

become one of our flagship
events. 

‘Although I said last year
would be the last time I went
up the Ben, the feedback from
all those fantastic supporters
who came along persuaded 
me that we should come back 
again this year.

 ‘I’d like to thank everyone
for coming and look forward
to a great weekend raising
funds and awareness of testic-
ular cancer.’

A COUPLE’S weekend visit to 
the Highlands didn’t quite go
as planned when they ended up
spending three nights in jail. 

Lauren Alexander, 30, and
Darren McCabe, 37, appeared
at Fort William sheriff court 
on Monday after they were
arrested for being drunk and
disorderly on Friday afternoon.

The couple were travelling
from their home in Bridgend,
near Falkirk, to Skye in a
minibus with a group of friends
when they began arguing over a
lost phone. But the crowd soon
got sick of the drunken pair’s
rowing and kicked them out of 
the bus, leaving them stranded 

on the A87, close to Fort Au-
gustus. Alexander and McCabe 
were arrested and spent the 
weekend in a cell, instead of 
their planned trip camping at 
Fairy Braes on the island.

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
admonished the couple on 
Monday morning, but asked if 
they could be trusted to travel 
home together without arguing.

He added: ‘The course of true 
love did not run particularly 
smoothly this weekend but I’m 
not entirely sure why the police 
had to become involved. For 
your stupidity you spent a 
weekend in custody and you’re 
now admonished.’ 

A BALLACHULISH man fell
to one knee at the fi nishing
line of the Snowdon 
International race last
weekend to propose to his 
partner.

Bryan Johnson, 39, and
Linda MacEwan, 47, both 
members of Lochaber 
athletic club, ran the 10-mile 
Snowdon International race
in North Wales together.

They crossed the line after 
one hour, 58 minutes and 31 
seconds, when Mr Johnson
promptly popped the 
question. 

Miss MacEwan answered
‘yes’, to the delight of the 
large crowd.

Handyman, Mr Johnson, 
said he had chosen the
moment because it was
exactly four years ago to 
the weekend that he and his
accountant girlfriend met.

He said: ‘It just seemed
right.’

LOCHABER mountain rescue 
team was called out again 
on Tuesday to rescue injured 
women.

The two casualties were
located and rescued on the
Ben track and within 100 
metres of each other. The 
team called in the assistance
of a helicopter to move the 
women because of strong 
winds. This comes after the
team reported this has been 
the busiest fi rst half of a year
ever.

The Lochaber deployment 
fi gures stand at 79 for this year.

One member of the search 
and rescue dog association 
(SARDA) spent Tuesday 
searching for missing hill 
walkers, Tom Brown and Eric 
Cyl on Coire Eoghainn.

Mr Brown has been missing
since July and Mr Cyl has been 
missing since May. They have 
not yet been found.

A HOTEL in Lochaber could
be closed for up to six months
as the owner had his alcohol 
licence suspended after being 
found drunk in charge of the
hotel bar on numerous occa-
sions.

Police even found Graham
McMenemy slumped in a store 
room of the Ben View hotel
in Strontian, while residents
were left waiting for a meal 
last month, causing ‘serious
concerns’ about public safety 
and fire risks.

Highland council’s licensing
board held a special meeting on
Tuesday and members agreed
to suspend McMenemy’s per-
sonal licence for six months. 
The hotel still holds a premises 
licence, but without its person-
al counterpart, the owner can’t 
sell alcohol. 

The only way the Ben View 
can continue to trade is if 
McMenemy finds a manager
with a personal licence within

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Rescue team back 
in action again

Village man races 
to make proposal

six weeks. If not, the hotel must 
remain closed for the duration
of the six month suspension. 

A report provided to the
licence review meeting, which 
McMenemy chose not to 
attend, outlined times police 
had carried out checks at Ben 
View and found the owner, who 
also runs holiday cottages in 
Strontian, ‘heavily intoxicated’,
‘staggering’ and ‘slurring his 
words’ with residents present.

The statement by chief 
inspector, Mairi MacInnes,
said of the first inspection on 
May 16 this year: ‘Graham 
McMenemy was traced to the 
hallways between the lounge
and the public bar where he was 
speaking to patrons.

‘He was wearing his chef’s 
attire, he was staggering and 
holding on to the walls to pre-
vent him from falling over. Mr
McMenemy was slurring his 
words and claimed to be sober,
however it was evident he was
heavily intoxicated. He was
advised to go to his bed and
leave a member of his staff in

charge which he refused to do.’ 
On another three inspections 
in May and June, McMenemy 
was found to be drunk, includ-
ing at a menu relaunch night 
attended by 35 customers. 

The issue reached a peak 
when a police officer attended 
on June 24 and couldn’t find 
any members of staff, but found 
two hotel residents waiting on a 
meal.

A report on the incident said: 
‘On carrying out a further 
check of the premises Consta-
ble Swift located Graham Mc-
Menemy slumped behind the 
door of a storeroom, apparent-
ly unconscious through drink. 
Constable Swift was unable to 
rouse Mr McMenemy who was 
slurring his words and unable 
to stand unaided.’

As no other staff members 
were working, the hotel had 
to be closed for the night and 
the customers relocated to new 
accommodation. 

Inspector MacInnes said 
McMenemy was ‘incapable 
of looking after himself, let 
alone ensuring the safety of the 
public’.

She continued: ‘Graham Mc-
Menemy was so drunk he could 
barely stand. He was seen to be 
wearing his chef’s attire. This 
causes serious concerns for the 
safety and fire risk of patrons, 
staff and the licensee himself 
in the fact he may attempt to 
use kitchen equipment.’

Ian Cockburn, chairman of 
Highland council’s licensing 
board, heard there had been 
further incidents since the 
report was submitted. He im-
posed a six month suspension, 
effective immediately.

He said: ‘He will no longer be
able to use the premises licence 
without a personal licence. If 
he can’t find a licence holding 
manager within the six weeks 
he will have to shut the hotel.’ 

Mr McMenemy was unavaila-
ble for comment.

All smiles for Caol gala day

TIMESLINE
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Sharing time changes lives
Spare a few hours a week as a volunteer to make a 

real diff erence to the lives of older people in your 

area.

You could support 

their lives at home, 

in hospital and in 

the community by 

becoming a befriender 

or delivering books or 

meals.

Contact us on 01475 600442 or email -

InverclydeArgyllHub@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

c  01631 559 500

From entry to advanced levels
Courses starting September 2015 

Apply Now

Health, Child 
and Social Care

your local college

www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/tellmemore

Affinity Trust are a registered charity which supports individuals 
with a variety of support needs to lead independent, dynamic
and fulfilling lives. We have a positive reputation throughout 
Argyll and are continuing to expand. If you would like to know 
more about what we do, please contact us on the details below.

adminoban@affinitytrust.org or 
donalcurrie@affinitytrust.org 

Tel: 01631 571311
AffinityTrust, Queens Building, 
George Street, Oban, PA34 5RZ

Hyperbaric Oxygen Centre 
for treating and supporting 

people with Multiple 
Sclerosis. 

The aim of oxygen treatment in 
M.S. is to minimize the amount of 
damage being caused, promote 
rapid healing and to limit the scar 
formation which can prevent nerve 
function being restored.  It is more 

soon as the diagnosis has been 
made.  Please telephone Sandra 
for more information 01631 566602

Multiple Sclerosis 
Therapy Centre (Oban) Ltd, 

Glencruitten Road,
Oban, PA34 4PU

Registered Office: 252 Union Street, 
Aberdeen.

Registered Company No. 115820,  
Scottish Charity No. SCO16889

VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Prayer Group 

Meetings
Men’s Prayer 7pm Tuesdays - Dalmally

Charismatic Prayer Group 
7pm Wednesdays - Craig Lodge 

Visitation Catholic Church, Taynuilt.

help. The unexpected happens, or 
disability or illness strikes. And, as
loved ones inevitably grow older, a 
bit of assistance is often needed. 
 Asking for help is the first step,
and easy to do with a wide selection 
of products and services available
locally.

Seniors often need assistance with 
day-to-day chores, home mainte-
nance or routines. They take med-
ications on a schedule. Dementia 
is especially troubling to deal with. 
Even when adult children are nearby 
to provide assistance, busy lives 
make it nearly impossible to keep 
up. Trained professional services 
and home carers are available to do
this - allowing the elderly to stay in
their own homes and adult children
to get the professional assistance
they need in caring for their loved 

ones - whether on a semi-regular
basis or 24 hours a day.

Physically or mentally disabled 
children and adults can benefit from 
professional home care as well. Ex-
perienced carers can not only assist 
at home, they can take clients on
outings and help them pursue their 
interests, whether it’s bird watching 
or music sessions.

Carer’s Week was celebrated in 
Scotland last month. This is an
annual campaign to raise awareness 
of caring, to highlight the challenges 
carers face and to recognise the con-
tribution they make to families and
communities throughout the UK. 

‘This annual week is our call to
action to urge individuals, organ-
isations and service providers to 
wake up to the needs of carers and 
do their bit,’ said Carers Scotland’s
Director, Simon Hodgson. 

‘Across Scotland 657,000 – one in 
eight people – are caring for a loved
one. Without help and assistance at 
the right time, carers can find them-
selves facing financial hardship, 
health problems, emotional stress 
and relationship breakdown.’

Successful relationships are hard 
work. But sometimes even hard 
work isn’t enough, when there
are changes within the family, 
addiction issues, death or financial 
crisis. Counselling allows family 
members or couples to talk about
their feelings and problems with a 
trained, neutral professional in a 
confidential environment. Coun-
sellors can help people deal with 
negative thoughts and situations
and help heal family rifts, so there 
is no need to suffer.

The statistics on domestic violence
are sobering. A domestic violence 

incident is recorded every 10 min-
utes in Scotland. At least one in five 
women in Scotland will experience 
domestic abuse, and one in three
teenage girls suffer an unwanted
sexual act. These things are nothing 
to be ashamed about or keep hidden.

Local organisations are there to
listen and provide solutions, whether 
a victim needs to get safely out of a
situation immediately or counselling 
for emotional trauma. 

There doesn’t have to be an emer-
gency situation for a person to reach
out. Clinical depression is a medical 
condition, not just feeling blue, and 
can be treated as such. Or some-
times life gets overwhelming and 
people just need someone to talk 
to. Whatever the case, suffering in
silence is not the answer. One phone 
call can be the first step to a happy,
healthy life.

care in the
community



Thursday 23 July, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
OT

A RURAL  Lochaber school
that has defied closure twice 
before is facing its lowest 
number of pupils for more than
a decade.

According to Highland 
council’s predicted rolls, Roy 
Bridge primary school will see 
20 pupils return for 2015/16, 
but locals say there are just 11 
expected to return.

The school’s pupil numbers 
have been dropping in recent 
years and it waved seven 
pupils off to high school at

A COMMUNITY council 
stalwart is stepping down 
from his role as chairman
after more than a quarter of a 
century.

Charlie MacRae has been a 
member of Plockton and dis-
trict community council since
its inception 40 years ago and
took on the role of chairman 
26 years ago, but has decided 
it is time for a new lease of life.

The 77-year-old is also in-
volved with Plockton hall com-
mittee, the Lochalsh branch of 
British Legion Scotland, Skye
and Lochalsh sports council 
and a local poppy convenor.

He said: ‘It’s kept me going 
and I’ve enjoyed it, but it’s 
time for someone new. I’m still
involved with all of my other 
activities.’ 

But there are concerns for
the future of the community 
council as four members - vice
chairman, Joy MacKenna, 
long-serving secretary, Gill
James, and members, George 
Glasgow and June Sanderson, 
- will stand down at the elec-
tions in November. 

Mr MacRae added: ‘I hope 
they can find more people
to take over. Gill was a great
secretary for 26 years, so she’ll
be a big loss and young people
don’t seem as keen to take 
over.’ 

A CRUMBLING single-track road
connecting a rural community to the
rest of Lochaber, is to be repaired as 
part of a £300,000 upgrade.

The economy of Polloch is reliant
on forestry, but timber lorries were
banned from the road connecting the 
village to Glenfinnan last year as the 
road fell into disrepair.

But funding has now been provided
by the Scottish government and
Highland council to improve the 
stretch, including the bridge over
Polloch river. 

Dr Ben Lennon, head of Forestry 
Commission Scotland’s Lochaber 
team, said: ‘Polloch is a very small

community and the single-track road
in and out is a lifeline that everyone
relies on. 

‘Forestry is also an important 
element of the local economy, so the 
damaged surface and its being barred 
to timber lorries was a bit of a double 
whammy.

‘This partnership project is a
fantastic boost for the community 
because it will provide residents with a
high quality road that will serve them
well for years to come.

‘But it also means that around 
300,000 tonnes of land-locked timber
can be taken to market over the next 
30 years.’

Allan Henderson, Highland 
councillor for Caol and Mallaig,
welcomed the announcement: ‘This
productive partnership approach
means that a badly damaged road can
be repaired and enhanced and can
carry on to serve the local community 
for many years to come,’ he said.

‘Good team work has been very 
effective. 

‘I am particularly pleased as much of 
the existing road materials as possible 
is going to be used in the reshaping
before the overlay work is done. 

‘This cuts down on material and 
haulage costs and also is good news for
reducing our carbon footprint.’

A DISUSED property in
Acharacle has been given a 
new lease of life and will soon 
become a family home. 

The community-owned 
house, Druim Garbh, was 
empty for six years, but thanks
to help from the Nationwide 
Foundation and the Highlands 
small communities housing 
trust (HSCHT), the Acharacle 
community company was able
to renovate the building to rent
to a local family.

Ronnie MacRae, chief 
executive of HSCHT, said 
he was ‘delighted’ to see the 
completed project. He added: 
‘The key feature to the success

of the project has been the 
superb co-operation with the 
community and the wider
partnership of those involved. 

‘This project has brought
together a welcome and
innovative funding stream from 
the Nationwide Foundation 
and our well-established 
contacts with the Acharacle
community, resulting in a 
desirable home being available 
to rent for people in Acharacle.’

A spokesman from the 
Acharacle community company 
said: ‘We are delighted to
see the renovation work at 
the bungalow completed to 
such a high standard and very 

pleased to be offering this
accommodation back into the 
community for low cost rental. 

‘Many thanks to the 
Highland Small Community 
Housing Trust for all their help 
and support in making this
happen.’

Not only will the rural 
Lochaber village benefit from 
affordable accommodation, 
the economy has also been 
given a boost through the 
scheme as a local construction 
firm, S&K MacDonald homes, 
was used and HSCHT insisted
a new apprenticeship for a
local teenager was created 
as part of the renovation. 

Kenneth MacDonald, owner of 
S&K MacDonald homes, said 
taking on 16-year-old Colin
Cameron was an important 
part of the project: ‘We’re not 
a huge firm but taking another 
apprentice is entirely positive. 
Getting new blood in lifts 
everyone’s spirits, and local 
people appreciate the effort we
put in with youngsters. 

‘It’s also important because 
we need to build a local base
of skilled tradesmen so that 
we can tackle jobs on the west 
coast without the costs of 
having to bring in people from 
hours away. We’re training a 
workforce for the future.’

THE RESTAURANT of the Glen-
coe inn is closed after a fi re 
broke out in the kitchen last
week.

Fire crews arrived at the scene
last Wednesday morning to
fi nd the blaze in the Gathering 
restaurant had already been
put out, but had to return
shortly after as the fi re, thought
to have started under the cook-
er, ignited again.

The restaurant area remains
closed, but a spokesman for the
Glencoe inn said a full menu is
available from the bar.

A MAN who scared a family in
the early hours of the morning
has been given community 
service.

James Reade, 33, began
knocking on the window of a 
house on Union road in Fort
William at 2am on December
27 last year, disturbing a man,
wife and child at the property.

Reade declined the
householders’ offers of help,
but did not leave the premises
when asked to. He became
more aggressive after he asked
the householder for a cigarette
and was refused, even calling 
him explicit names. The
householder then phoned the
police but not before Reade
began brandishing a rock 
outside the property.

He is thought to have
dropped the object before the
arrival of police on the scene.

On Monday, Fort William
sheriff court heard that
Reade had consumed so much 
alcohol prior to the incident
that he passed out in a garden
nearby and when he woke up
he ‘did not know if he was in
Fort William or Glasgow’.

Reade, formerly from
Lochaber, now lives in
Glenurquhart road in
Inverness where he is studying
at college and lives with his
partner.

Sheriff Richard Davidson
said: ‘To do this to complete 
strangers is just nasty. They 
would have been alarmed and
it is worse that you were in
possession of a rock.’

Reade was ordered to carry 
out 60 hours of community 
service in Inverness to allow
him to continue with his
education.

AMANDA CRAWFORD
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Glencoe Inn fi re
shuts restaurant

LONG SERVICE: Plockton
community council stalwart,

Charlie MacRae, is to step 
down after 40 years

CO-OPERATION: an empty home in Acharacle has been renovat-
ed to provide accommodation for a local family

Rural school facing rapid 
drop in number of pupils 

the beginning of the summer.
However, neighbouring school,
Spean Bridge primary, is set to
have 106 pupils return for the
new term in August.

Roy Bridge school was faced
with closure in 2006, but after
community campaigns to keep 
it open, Highland council
backtracked on the plan.

Then in 2009 - when there
were 29 pupils attending the 
school - it faced closure, but with
the support of Scottish Rural
Schools Network (SRSN),
parents and community groups
again campaigned against this
successfully.

John Fortheringham, 
chairman of Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
community council, said:
‘We would not encourage the
closure of Roy Bridge primary 
school and would support 
parents in the community if 
such proposals were raised.

‘There has been an influx of 
youngsters to the area, so it 
was hoped that school numbers
would increase year on year.’

With Spean Bridge primary 
school having a nursery, Mr 
Fotheringham believes this has
had an impact on the school
roll at Roy Bridge decreasing

over the years. He said: ‘The 
nursery has impacted from 
what I can gather. 

‘When parents send their 
children to nursery, it is often 
the case that they settle there 
and it is easer for them to 
continue to go to school there.

‘The low numbers may be 
a blip and there may be more 
children in the future, but time 
will tell. I hope that Roy Bridge 
continues.’

There is just one teacher 
at Roy Bridge and four at its 
larger counterpart, Spean 
Bridge. The schools share 
a cluster headteacher who 

travels the three miles between
the villages. 

As the Oban Times went
to press, the chairman of the
parent council, David Dignan,
was unavailable for comment.

A spokeswoman from
Highland council said there
are no plans to close Roy 
Bridge school, despite the
rapidly dropping school roll.

The spokeswoman added:
‘Any decision to close a school
is a political one, made by 
elected members following a 
period of consultation with the
community, stakeholders and
the Scottish government.’

Tick removal tool

is ‘a great idea’

as part of £300,000 upgrade

Disused Acharacle home given new lease of life

A MAN who smashed a glass door in 
front of an elderly woman has been 
told his behaviour was ‘appalling’.

Sean McCuish, of 4 Banavie Road, 
Caol, appeared at Fort William sheriff 
court on Tuesday.

The 24-year-old pleaded guilty at a
previous hearing to verbally abusing 
and behaving aggressively towards a 
71-year-old at his home.

The court heard how McCuish 

threw his mobile phone on the kitchen 
floor before walking through to the 
lounge and smashing the glass door, 
during the incident on the evening of 
November 26 last year.

Defence solicitor, Hamish Melrose, 
said: ‘He knows that he acted in a 
way that was uncalled for. He is also
taking active steps to move on from 
the incident.’

Mr Melrose also told how following 

the incident McCuish has begun to 
address his ‘anger issues’.

Sheriff Richard Davidson said: ‘This 
is the first occasion that this man has 
had anger management issues, but I 
am keen to get to the bottom of what 
has caused this appalling behaviour.’

The sheriff requested a background 
report on McCuish ahead of his 
sentencing scheduled for September 
15.

A COMMUNITY group received an award for
the ‘uplifting’ changes it has made to the town.

Fort William town team (FWTT) became
the first group in the town to receive the
citizen of the year award. During a ceremony 
last Monday, the award was given to members 
from the accolade’s creators, Fort William 
community council (FWCC). On behalf of 
FWCC chairman, Neil Clarke, said: ‘The group

has uplifted the town with hanging baskets, by 
painting chairs and planting near the bypass. 
We thought it was particularly deserving of the
award this year.’

A FWTT spokesperson said: ‘Thank you to 
everyone who helped us achieve our award, 
supported us along the way, unanimously 
decided to give it to the town team and came to
celebrate with us. We could not be more proud.’

PROUD: members of Fort William’s town team and community council at the award ceremony

FOUR people were involved in
a road traffi  c collision at Dornie
on Tuesday.

Only one vehicle was in-
volved in the incident on the
A87 and the four occupants are
not thought to have sustained
life- threatening injuries.

The road, which leads to the 
Skye bridge, was closed from
around 2.30pm until almost
5pm.

Car crash results
in closure of A87

TRIBUTES have been paid
to a former Western Isles
councillor who passed away
at the weekend aged 68.

Donald Macdonald was
elected to Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar in 1990 and served
Scalpay, Bays and Harris East
until 2007. 

Speaking after his death on
Sunday, comhairle convenor
Norman MacDonald said:
‘Donald was a good man who
cared and worked for his 
community tirelessly. He was 
a very active participant in all
of the comhairle’s processes
and served as vice chairman
of transportation, chair of 
contract services and chair of 
the commercial operations
board. Donald was a key
driver of the Scalpay bridge
project and many other 
benefi cial works for his 
community. Our thoughts go
out to his family and friends
at this very sad time.’

Tributes paid to 
former councillor

HIGHLAND council is 
offering a free tick removal
tool and information leaflet
to prevent lyme disease from
bites. 

The small spider-like crea-
tures feeds on blood and will
bite humans if they make it 
onto skin. They can often be
picked up in long grass or from 
domestic pets and can cause 
the bacterial infection.

Bob Murdoch, a Highland 
council environmental
health officer, said: ‘This is a
widespread issue across the 
country and we should all take d
simple precautions like avoid-
ing walking though long grass 
with bare legs or arms in the
tick season of May to Septem-
ber. Tuck trousers into socks
and inspect yourself when 
you get home. If you haven’t 
already got a tick tool, this is
a great idea and something we
should all have handy in the 
car, wallet or handbag.’

For a free tick removal tool
and information leaflet send 
a stamped and addressed
envelope to Tooled up for
tick time, Environmental
Health, Community Services, 
The Highland Council, Town
House, High Street, Inver-
ness, IV1 1JJ.

CONSULTATION into trans-
port in Uist and Barra has
moved up a gear.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
has asked for public opinion 
on what services should be
available on the islands and 
locals can give their opinions 
at two events next month.

The first will be at Castlebay 
school, Barra, on Thursday 
August 13 from 2.30pm until 

7pm with the second at Sgoil 
Lionacleit, Benbecula, on Sat-
urday August 15 from 11am
until 3pm.

Councillor Angus Campbell,
chairman of the partnership,
said: ‘The Uist and Barra pub-
lic transport project is using a
completely new approach to
the way services are commis-
sioned.  I strongly urge people 
to come along.’

BUSINESS owners in Fort 
William have saved £20,000 
through a local tourism book-
ing system, a marketing group
has said. 

Providers of the not-for- 
profit Fort William accom-
modation marketing group 
(FWAMG) said hotel and bed 
and breakfast owners in the 
town have saved thousands in 
the two years since the web-
site’s launch due to cheaper 
commission fees than interna-
tional companies. The group
was set up in 2013 and since
then has taken direct bookings 
for its 25 members. 

Andy Keen, chairman of 
FWAMG said: ‘It felt like a
bit of a David and Goliath
situation going up against 
these industry giants. The 
first bookings came in quite
quickly, though and after that, 
it just began to grow and grow.

‘Why should this money go 
to multi-national corporations 
when it can remain in the Lo-
chaber economy? Too many 
local accommodation provid-
ers are paying a fortune every 
month in commission when it
could stay in their pocket.’

Sheriff appalled at man’s behaviour

Stalwart calls it a
day after decades

Tourism booking 
system saves cash

Town team’s pride over 
Fort community award

Man scared family in the 
early hours of the morning

Transport in the spotlight

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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l gala day after a decade
HUNDREDS turned out for the 
first Caol gala day for a decade, 
despite wind and rain forcing 
Saturday’s event indoors. 

Resurrecting the once-popular 
gala day has been a mission of 
Caol community council since it 
was reformed last summer and
their efforts paid off in the vil-

laage’s packed ccom-
munity centrre at 

the weekennd.
There was 

somethhing 
for evvery-

one including a rodeo sheep, 
bouncy castle, tug of war, and
bottle stalls. The event kicked off 
with the presentation of Caol’s
gala queen, Morgan Bisset and 
gala chieftain, James Russell.   

Kirsty Kyle, treasurer of Caol
community council, said: ‘We
were delighted with the turn- 
out and the dance at night was out andout and 
really busy as well. We have hadreally breally bu
really good feedback, everyone’s reallreally go
raving about it so thanks to raviraving a
everyone who helped make it aeveryoeveryone

 success.’ 

CHIEFTAIN: Caol resident James Russell was named 
chieftain of the event 21_f30gala04

DRESSED TO IMPRESS:
Gala queen Morgan Bisset, 

middle, with her attendants Eva 
MacKay, right, and Erica Peden 

21_f30gala03

Kayden McDonald, 20months 
11_f30gala11

An audience gathered to see the crowning of the queen and to watch sport demonstrations 
11_f30gala15

THRILLS: Millie Nixon, Jenna MacLean and Cara Henderson enjoyed
the fairground rides 21_f30gala06

Jennah Hutton, Kerry Mackenzie and Dana Mackay on the Juice
Plus stall trying to promote healthy living to families 11_f30gala12

Arturs Ludborzs, 13, lasted longer than June on the rodeo sheep
11_f30gala19

Fergus Stewart, two, had fun in the ball pit with other children 11_f30gala17

Donnie Corbett receives the David McCook good citizen award for voluntary work in Caol. He was
presented with the award by Mr McCook’s wife, Angie McCook (middle), his daughter, Becky McCook,

and her sons, Josh (left) and Marc McCook 21_f30gala09

June Watsone, of Caol community council, had a go
on the rodeo 11_f30gala18

Karen Grant of Fort William hosted her own stall selling hand-made 
jewellery 11_f30gala20

POPPING IN: Ian Blackford, MPP for Ross, Skye and Lochaber (left), paid a visit to Caol with his offi  ce 
manager, Steven Brown (right),, for a chat with community council vice chairman, Steven Young, and 

volunteer, Karin McKay 21_f30gala07

Lochaber Phoenix boxing club performed a demonstration at the gala day. Left, club offi  cial, Steve
Docherty, and boxer, Mark Gillespie 21_f30gala10

ear-old Thea ThompTwo-ye pson 
day out with the fahad a mily

11_f30gala13

FANCY DRESS: Jay McCormack (left), his sister, Samara McCormack 
and their cousin, Alex McCormack, looking forward to the gala day 

21_f30gala01

Cassie Paterson, Mavis Valentine and Poppy Valentine were 
fundraising for Kelly’s Klimb at the gala day 11_f30gala21

Highland dancers wowed
crowds of people 11_f30gala14
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A PENSIONER has criticised
Highland council for spending 
money on a fence around a rural
Lochaber cemetery as it only 
covers half of the graveyard.

Tony Dobson called the work 
to keep out wild animals ‘a gross 
waste of money’ as the enclosure
only surrounds one side of the 
Strontian cemetery. 

The local authority said the 
fence was built to keep out goats 
from a nearby farm, but local 
people report there have been 

A HIGHLANDS and Islands
MSP has urged people to
download phone software 
which could save lives. 

Rhoda Grant said the
Crowdsav app uses the phone’s
location to find the nearest 
defibrillator in case of a health
emergency.

She said: ‘Having this app
downloaded on your phone
could help you to save a life. 

‘It will provide crucial infor-
mation as to where the nearest
defibrillator is. The app also 
provides a CPR tryout mode
guide which is really good 
for anyone who hasn’t been
trained or needs a refresher.

‘Don’t wait until the need
arises to download the app.
Download it today as every 
second is vital in an emergen-
cy and knowing where to get
immediate help could save
someone’s life.’ 

HIGH levels of naturally 
occurring toxins have been 
found in shellfi sh on west 
coast islands. 

Warning notices have 
been placed at the aff ected 
areas and Highland and
Western Isles councils are 
advising shellfi sh from these 
waters are not eaten. Lochs 
Sligachan, Ainort, Eishort 
and Slapping on Skye have
all been found to have raised 
toxin levels, along with east 
Loch Ollay in South Uist.

A HOME improvement project 
that reached more than 1,000 
homes across the Highlands has
won an award.

The Home Energy Efficiency 
Project - Area Based (HEEP-
ABS) fitted fuel poverty stricken 
households, including some
in Lochaber, with cavity wall
insulation and/or external wall
insulation.

Highland council delivered 
the scheme in partnership with
E-ON energy solutions.

HEEP-ABS won an accolade 
for project of the year at the 
National Green Deal and ECO 
Awards ceremony recently in 
Manchester.

The £7.4million energy 
saving project has saved more 
than 63,000 tonnes of carbon, 
employed around 98 people 
and has secured a £4.9 million
contribution in ECO funding 
from the Scottish government.

no goats in the area for months. 
Strontian resident Mr Dobson 
said: ‘This expensive work has
been completed at a time when 
councils are strapped for cash 
and hard-pressed to meet their 
every day commitments. I find it
outrageous that the goats which 
have been the problem are now
no longer around and haven’t 
been since before the work 
started. It’s a gross waste of 
money.’

A spokeswoman for Highland
council said she was unable to 
find out how much the work had
cost and the fence would also 
prevent wild deer from entering 

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

TWO MEN have admitted
assaulting three teenagers,
including placing one in
a headlock and covering
another’s head with
bubblewrap.

Reece MacIsaac, of 8 Birch 
Road, Caol, and Dejan 
Watson of 4 Inverlochy Court, 
pleaded guilty to assaulting 
the 14-year-old boys in
December last year. 

But the two 18-year-olds 
will not learn their fate 
until September, as sheriff 
Richard Davidson called for 
background reports before
sentencing.

Fort William sheriff court
heard on Monday that the
pair chased the three boys 
down the town’s Kennedy 
Road on the evening of 
December 2 last year, after
the children had thrown mud 
and stones at MacIsaac’s
mother’s home. Watson 
placed a sheet of bubblewrap 
over one boy’s head while
MacIsaac punched one before
putting another in a headlock, 
compressing his throat, and
forcing him to the ground. 

He then pulled him off the 
ground, put him in another 
headlock and pulled him 
across the road. Defending
solicitors, Hamish Melrose
and Stephen Kennedy, said 
it had been an attempt to 
‘warn off’ the teens. Sheriff 
Davidson said he understood
there had been a ‘level of 
provocation’ but said this did 
not justify the assaults. 

He added: ‘You have to 
understand you can’t take 
the law into your own hands
especially with people under 
the age of 16, although you’re 
not much older yourselves.’

Sentencing was deferred
until September 13 for 
background reports.

UNDER FIRE: new fencing on the stone wall only protects half of the 
graveyard

New phone app a 
lifesaver says MSP

the cemetery. She said: ‘The
fencing works at the cemetery 
have just been completed and
will be of benefit at keeping
livestock out of the cemetery at 
present and into the future.

‘Part of the reason for installing
the fencing was also to help deter
wild deer that are evident in the
area from easy access to the
cemetery.’

But Mr Dobson branded this
‘nonsense’ as only half of the
graveyard is protected: ‘There
is no fencing on two sides of 
the cemetery so deer and the
likes still have good access. It’s
absolute nonsense.’

Pensioner brands cemetery 
fence a gross waste of cash 

Home improvement project a winner

Shellfi sh alert as 
toxin levels rise

GALE force winds, torrential 
rain, floods, muddy roads
and last minute cancellations
didn’t hamper the community 
spirit for Morvern games at the
weekend.

Games day at Knock park, Lo-
chaline, got off to a poor start 
on Saturday when the marquee
collapsed due to strong winds,
but a helpful group of volun-
teers arrived early to prepare
the field for festivities. 

However, by early afternoon 
there were clear skies with a
mild breeze to keep the midges
at bay.

Local teenager, Cameron
Bolton, did well  winning all the
events he competed in including
the Morvern mile race. 

The Morvern games are part
of gala week with seven days of 
activities including a popular
regatta held on Sunday.

Games chieftain, Riona
Whyte, praised her fellow com-

mittee members, Janette Mo-
wat and Gemma Ryan  in her
opening speech on Saturday.

She said: ‘This is a community 
event run by the community for
the community and Janette and
Gemma have worked extremely 
hard to ensure a week-long
event full of activities for all
ages.  They do, however, need
support and I hope the post-
games and gala week meeting
will be well attended to ensure
the future of this unique event.’

She added: ‘The committee
would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped with
games day and everyone who
supported the competitors.
We’re looking forward to the
rest of the week, whatever the
weather.’

The fun-filled week will close
with a children’s crab-catching
competition this Sunday from
noon, followed by a scavenger
hunt and ladies rounders match.

Community spirit wins the day as
Morvern games rise to the occasion

Winners of the tug of war, the Tigers

Sisters, Ailsa and Morvern Jackson, joined in the fun at the
games, proving you’re never too old to have your

face painted!

LEFT: Competition was
intense in the ladies race

Morvern games chieftain,
Riona Whyte

Archie Kennedy

Games committee members, Gemma Ryan, left, 
and Janette Mowat, try their hand at deal or no

deal f30morverngames2no 

The fi eld setting off  on the Morvern mile 

Isla and Flora Robertson won Sunday’s raft race on ‘Nessie’

A FOUR figure sum of cash
was stolen from the Nisa store
in Glencoe village, along with 
a quantity of alcohol, some-
time between 12pm and 4pm 
on Saturday July 18. 

Two men were allegedly 
attacked while walking along-
side the A82, just north of 
Fort Augustus. They reported
men stopping a vehicle and
attacking them at around 3am 
on Saturday July 18. One of 
the men, in his 20s, sustained
a serious facial injury.

Sometime between 6pm and
6.45pm on Tuesday July 14 a
watch was stolen from Loch-
aber leisure centre changing
rooms. 

At around 3.15pm on Fri-
day July 10, a man was seen 
stealing food from the Stable
restaurant in Fort William.

Sometime between 1pm on 
Friday July 10 and 4.15pm on 
Monday July 13, the window of 
a car was damaged at Dalness, 
Glen Etive. 

A holiday cottage in North 
Laggan was broken into be-
tween 12pm on Sunday July 12 
and 3pm the following day.

Anyone with any information 
about these incidents should 
contact police on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously 
via 0800 555111 or online at 
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Men admit 
assaulting 
teenagers

Highland council energy offi  cers with HEEP-ABS and E-ON energy solutions colleagues and comedian
Rory Bremner, right, at the award ceremony. Photograph by Jason Mitchell
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Days gone by - Lovat shinty club, 
`grand slam’ winners 1952/53

Glasgow Letter

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul
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Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-T
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice
set by the Independent Press Stand-
ards Organisation (IPSO).

We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a
significant mistake and you wish
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate,
Oban, PA34 4HB.

We will attempt to resolve your
issue in a timeous, reasonable and
amicable manner. However, if you
are unsatisfied with our response,
you can contact IPSO, which will
investigate the matter. You can

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for
publication on this page.

The editor also reserves
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and

postal addresses must be
supplied, including on
emails, to indicate good
faith. A daytime telephone
number is also required for
verification.
Anonymous letters or
those supplied without a

contact telephone number
will not be printed. Please
write or fax to: Letters
page, The Oban Times, PO
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001.
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SPONSORS

LAST 
WEEK’S 

SOLUTION

SUMMER EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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CHAN eil cothrom conaltraidh 
eadar buill a’ chinne-daonna na 
dhearbhadh air aonta, agus sìth 
seach còmhstri, ach tha cinnt nach 
tachair sin as aonais co-luadair 
susbainteach. 

Thug an aithne sin goireasan 
conaltraidh air adhart thar nam 
bliadhnaichean, agus mar a bhiodh 
dùil tha companaidhean air feadh 
an t-saoghail air deagh chosnadh 
fhaotainn bhon leasachadh.

’S e seirbheis fòn-làimhe pàirt
chudromach den t-siostam 
conaltraidh seo ach tha cosgaisean 
mòra ann a bhith a’ stèidheachadh 
cruinn gus na seirbheisean a 
ghiùlain.

Tuigear mar sin carson a bhiodh 
an riaghaltas ag amas a dh’ionnsaigh 
làn-sheirbheis nàiseanta nuair a 
tha iad ag aontachadh cheadan-
lìbhrigidh leis na companaidhean fa 
leth. Ach tha làn-sheirbheis doirbh a 
choileanadh mar a tha fios aig mòran 
nach fhaigh seirbheisean craolaidh 
ann an sgìrean air iomallan na 
dùthcha. 

Anns a’ bhitheantas ’s e bhios na 
companaidhean a tha a’ lìbhrigeadh 
sheirbheisean fòn-làimhe a’ 
gealltainn ach gum fritheil iad 
feumalachdan suas ri ’s dòcha 
naochad sa h-ochd sa cheud de 

mhòr-shluagh Bhreatainn. Ged a
tha seo a’ coimhead gealltanach
dhan riaghaltas, tha e a’ ciallachadh
ann an da-rìribh gum faod na
companaidhean sin cuimseachadh
sa mhòr-chuid air na sgìrean as 
còmhnarda agus sam bheil an sluagh
as lìonmhora gus an cuid aonta 
ceadachd a choileanadh.

Tha sin a’ fàgail gun tèid aig
companaidhean lìbhrigidh air
pàirtean mòra de leithid na
Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean, far
am bheil beanntan nan dùbhlan
air seirbheisean agus far am bheil 
an sluagh nas tearca, fhàgail gun 
chruinn agus gun sheirbheis! 

Chan e a-mhàin gum bheil seo
tàmailteach dhan fheadhainn a 
tha a’ fuireach agus a’ siubhal anns
na sgìrean sin ach chanadh mòran
gur ann an sgìrean iomallach 
as cudromaiche seirbheisean
conaltraidh den t-seòrsa seo.

Tha rannsachadh le Ofcom,
aig am bheil uallach riaghlaidh
air seirbheisean conaltraidh, air 
nochdadh gum bheil an t-seirbheis 
fòn-làimhe as miosa ann am Breatann 
ann an Alba is an ceathramh pàirt
den dùthaich gun sheirbheis idir.

Chan iongnadh ged a bhiodh 
gnìomhachasan feadh Alba ag
iarraidh leasachadh gun dàil,

agus cha mhotha na sin a tha e na 
annas gum bheil gnìomhachas nam 
fònaichean-làimhe fhèin a’ cumail
a-mach gum bheil seo gu bhith cho
cosgail is gum feum iad taic airgid 
poblach airson a choileanadh.  

Ach aig àm far am bheil saideal 
a’ cur dealbhan bho chùl Pluto,
saoil nach biodh e na bu chiallaiche 
agus nas èifeachdaiche leithid seo
de sheirbheisean a lìbhrigeadh bho 
shaideal far nach biodh sgìre sam 
bith air chùl beinne!

RESIDENTS and travellers in the 
Highlands and Islands will not be
surprised by the news from Ofcom 
that almost a quarter of Scotland has 
no mobile phone service. 

Many would argue that the more 
remote the area the greater its 
need of effective communications,
but the mobile phone industry 
inevitably finds it more profitable 
to concentrate on areas of highest 
population.

Highland topography is a challenge 
in all forms of communication and 
surely at a time when a satellite is
photographing the back of Pluto, 
Highland communications should be 
provided by satellite.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Bowmore reader, Jimmy Hanlon, submitted this week’s fl ashback photograph. It features Lovat shinty club members
during their 1952-53 season when they won the ‘grand slam’ winning all competitions entered at senior and junior 

levels. They were the fi rst shinty club to achieve this feat. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can
be sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent in to Editor,  The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. Anyone who

wishes a print returned should include a stamped addressed envelope.

Nowhere for town’s 
young people to go 
Sir,
The article concerning young people
misusing the new seating area in
Oban has caused me some concern. 

Whilst I am by no means 
condoning their behaviour, I am 
particularly upset people are calling
for police action. It would surely 
be best to identify the underlying 
issue by approaching the youngsters 
themselves. These children obviously 
have nowhere else to play.

It’s hard to expect youngsters to 
treat the town with pride when we
seem to be mostly ignore their needs.

The new seating area was so
expensive; I’m sure instead the 
council could have built some
facilities for youngsters. 

It’s a real shame for the younger 
generation here that they are not our 
priority.
An understanding elderly resident, 
by email.

Ensure maintenance 
plan is in place 

Sir,
Congratulations to Argyll and Bute 
Council on the multi-thousand 
pound development in Stafford 
Street, Oban.  

However, can I offer a word of 
advice to councillor McCuish
and fellow members. Make sure
responsibility for future maintenance 
is well documented, not like the lower

part of the road linking Dalrigh to
Breadalbane Street. It is part of the
parcel of land bought by Oban town 
council from Dunollie estate to build
the terrace known as Dalrigh. 

The road is now a mess with 
potholes, some of which are pretty 
major.

The road carries all the services 
and is the only vehicular access.
Repeated requests for repair work 
bring the response that the road is 
private.  Since when?

My car recently had to have two
front wheel springs replaced. I do not 
drive long distances any more. My 
total mileage last year, as recorded 
on the MOT certificate, was less 
than 2,000 miles. The culprit has to
be the Dalrigh potholes. 

My late wife often said that 
ambulances should not have to
cope with road surfaces like that. 
Unfortunately she had to undergo
that very journey a few weeks ago. It
was a bumpy ride. 

We, here in Dalrigh, are not in the 
public eye.  

Perhaps we don’t matter. If I
appear to be frustrated and angry it
is because I am.

Duncan Johnston, Dalrigh, Oban.

Academics have killed 
the Gaelic language 

Sir,
So, Bord na Gaidhlig is now not
being steered by a Gaelic speaker.

What a farce! I also agree with the
sentiments of Dr Meek of Tiree who
originally set up the ‘bord’.

However, I also need to emphasise
that in my book, Gaelic is on the
slippery road to extinction.  And no
amount of money, propaganda or any 
body will now save it.

If Gaelic is not alive in our villages
and communities, it certainly will
not be kept going by media alone,
otherwise it will be a mongrel type
of language, and even now I witness
its abuse by people who are paid to
use it.  

Our main problem is that we are 40 
years late and 1,000 children short, 
to carry the language into the future. 

I recently heard more than £1m was
spent via ULPAN and the academics 
as usual telling us ‘it was money well
spent’.  Pull the other one guys

Abuse of money, abuse of grammar 
and abuses of all kinds seem the
norm these days and they are not 
even remotely aware of the trash
they are spouting and wasting on
resources.  

In the past, everyone concerned 
kept the language live, real, and for
free by speaking it daily in our villag-
es. No charge whatsoever. 

For love of language and each 
other is the only way to go.  It is never 
going to be the same again and I’m
happy I won’t be around to witness
its extinction.

The academics have killed my dear-
ly loved language over the past 30 
years. Bring back ‘Da cheathradh’s 
fònn’. It was minimal – but it was
quality and a verse to ponder over.

‘Gach builleadh gu fodair’
S’gun Bhuilleadh gu siol
Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir, Gearra-

dh - na Monadh, Uibhist - a Deas.

Tiree Music Festival - 
what a weekend 
Tiree Music Festival is over for 
another year and, after the weather 
stopped misbehaving on the first day, 
what a weekend it was. 

I wrote last week of the Glasgow 
connection of many of the bands 
in the line-up. It is also worth 
mentioning that a lot of the festival 
is actually organised from Glasgow. 
Skerryvore’s Daniel Gillespie is a
director and is based in Glasgow. 

When I asked him whether it was 
difficult to organise the festival on
his home island from so far away, he 
told me that fellow director, Stuart
MacLennan, is based on Tiree. 

‘It’s a really good combination,’ said 
Daniel. ‘Stuart is like the community 
director while I’m more of the 
artistic director. Stuart gets a good 
feel for the community in Tiree but, 
for me, being based in Glasgow is so 
important because it is an amazing 
hub for music although I’d like to get 
home to Tiree more often.’ 

Daniel and his brother, Martin, took 
the well-trodden path to Glasgow 
years ago to find opportunities for 
the band. Skerryvore has since gone 
from strength to strength, this year 
celebrating its tenth anniversary with
the massive Decade event in Oban in

May. But it was the Tiree summers
of years gone by, and gigs in the local
bars, that inspired Daniel to start the
festival back home.

‘We used to play gigs in The Lodge 
when we first started the band
and those summers on Tiree were
amazing,’ said Daniel. ‘After living in 
Glasgow for years, I really wanted to
bring something back to the island.’

As well as Glasgow being a great
hub for music today, Daniel also
mentioned the old connection
between Tiree and Glasgow - making 
particular reference to the Tiree 
Association which has existed in the
city for more than 100 years.

That connection is still going 
strong; and, with Tiree Music
Festival inspiring a whole new 
generation of Tiree musicians, the
musical connection is bound to
remain for many years to come.

Castle the answer says 
Glasgow taxi driver

THIS is not the first, and it won’t 
be the last, time I have written in 
this column about the uniquely 
endearing sense of humour of the 
famous Glasgow taxi drivers. 

A friend of mine got into a black 
cab last week and engaged the driver 
in conversation with the tried-and-

The crowd went wild 
for the acts at Tiree 
Festival.

tested opening line: ‘So, are you 
busy?’

The driver replied with an 
unabating rant of disgruntlement. 
He was disastrously quiet over the 
summer period because students 
had gone home and the city had 
lost a large section of its taxi-using 
population - with not enough summer 
tourists in the city to replace it. 

As he lamented the situation, his 
voice grew louder and louder.

In his spontaneous fit of rage, he 
brought up the time old Glasgow 
prejudice against Scotland’s capital
city. ‘The problem,’ he surmised 
‘is that there’s nae tourists in this 
toon cause a’ the tourists go tae 
Edinburgh!’ 

By now regretting that he had 
started conversing in the first place, 
my friend asked the gentleman what 
he thought Glasgow could do about 
that. 

The driver’s optimistic response 
was: ‘Well, we’ll just have to build a 
castle, won’t we?’

Pub scene

Park Bar: Thursday July 23: Session. 
Friday July 24: Eriskay Lilt. 
Saturday July 25: Scott Harvey
Sunday July 26: Scott Harvey. 

Islay Inn: Saturday July 25: Twist of 
Fate. Wednesday July 29: quiz night.

We in the West Highlands must appear to the
average visitor impervious to the extremes of 
weather. There can be no doubt that centuries

of being blasted and buffeted by gales and drenched 
to the bone by incessant, unrelenting rain does equip
the West Highlander with an impressive resilience and 
stoicism in the face of adversity.

It also engenders a real sense of community and soli-
darity. There can be no better example of this than the
marvellous way the people of Tiree opened their hearts
and their doors to the hundreds of festival-goers who 

had to abandon the island’s music festival on Friday to 
seek shelter from the driving wind and rain.

That sense of togetherness permeates the West High-
lands as people on the mainland rallied to the cause
with Tesco and Argos donating camping equipment, 
Argyll and Bute council opening up its buildings on
the island and, as usual, the emergency services going 
above and beyond the call of duty.

The following day the show did go on and was an 
outstanding success. We may not be able to tame the 
weather, but we don’t let it get the better of us.
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Agenda:

IT all started a decade ago with 
the faint drop of an envelope 
onto the floor of Christine
Metcalfe’s house, overlooking 
the stunning surrounds of 

Loch Avich. 
Inside the letter was a notice that 

plans were afoot to build dozens of 
gigantic wind turbines overlooking 
the loch, and it was a missive that 
was to lead Christine from her de-
lightful corner of Argyll, five miles
from the village of Kilmelford, all 
the way to the United Nations in
Geneva. 

Christine is not a NIMBY (not 
in my back yard), far from it. She 
is rightly concerned about the en-
vironment in which she, her family 
and her community live and that has 
been the driving force behind her
campaign. 

At the heart of Christine’s concern
is the issue of wind power. She read-
ily admits that there are many who
consider it a natural godsend to our
energy requirements as fossil fuels
continue to decline.

But she is also promoting the counter
argument, that all is not necessarily 
what it seems with wind power. In
her view, there has been an ‘appalling 

greenwash’ over the issue, with 
little or no heed to the damage

these hulking 90-metre
bladed turbines may inflict

on our
world. 

‘The fact is, there is simply no 
monitoring being done to assess 
people’s health for those who live 
next to wind turbines, nothing at 
all. This would not happen if a new 
wonder drug came on the market. It 
would go through rigorous clinical 
trials, but with wind farms, nothing.’

And according to Christine 
and many others, there is plenty 
to worry about. She says there is 
abundant evidence that wind farm 
developments have led to pollution 
of surface and ground water around 
river basins.

How, you may ask? Wind turbines 
are mostly constructed on areas of 
unspoilt moss, heather and deep 
peat, so when construction vehicles 
churn up the ground – three million 
trees were felled for the largest wind 
farm in Scotland at Whitelee, East 
Renfrewshire - the peat releases 
excessive carbon which water treat-
ment works cannot deal with.  

Also, concrete turbine foundations 
go down to a depth of nine metres 
causing fractures which provide an 
immediate channel for chemical 
and diesel spills.

Christine said: ‘There is clear 
proof that water quality has fallen 
consistently below regulatory stand-
ards and yet there is no monitoring 
of this by the authorities whose job 
is to monitor the public’s health.
Wind turbines are also known to 
emit low frequency infrasound and 
those living or working near to them 
are exposed, as are wildlife. 

‘The most serious consequences 
of Vibro Acoustic 

Disease (VAD)

are chronic neurological problems, 
epilepsy and suicide.

‘Infrasound is unquestionably 
harmful to humans and other life
forms and can kill.

‘The checks and balances should
have been done before the growth of 
wind farms was permitted, but they 
simply have not been.’

This may all sound like a load of 
hot air, bearing in mind wind energy 
has been identified by the green lob-
by as the answer to all our prayers.

But Christine is convinced there
is little or no policing of the health
issues surrounding wind energy and
developers have run roughshod over 
an industry which they claim is now 
worth £3billion and employs over
5,500.

Mother-of-two Christine ques-
tions the veracity of those figures 
– ‘There is no evidence I’ve seen
to support it’ – but what next in her 
campaign? 

‘We continue to raise our objections
and show that the public’s health is
being seriously jeopardised.’

She is wonderfully modest about
her role, which took her all the way 
to the UN in Geneva three years
ago. 

Christine said: ‘Nervous? I was
terrified. Thankfully, I had two
“outriders” either side of me. One
was an absolute expert in the field
of wind energy and the other an 
eminent QC.

‘We were grilled for four hours
by the Economic Commission for
Europe and the lovely thing about it
was, this was democracy very much 
in action. For an ordinary person
like me to be able to speak at the 
UN at no cost is pure democracy, 
albeit fairly terrifying.’

It is all a world away from her 
earlier years when she worked as a 
secretary in a civil defence office in 
Surrey, a kindergarten teacher and 
factory wages clerk. 

‘I was not very good at maths so
I was always terribly worried I had 
got the wages wrong, but somehow I 
muddled through.’ 

As a young girl she and her parents 
– her father was an RAF officer – 
emigrated to New Zealand, a bold
move which did not work out. 

‘We left in 1959 and 12 weeks on 
a ship through the Panama canal
took us to New Zealand via Tahiti 
and the Pitcairn Islands. What an
adventure it was. These places are 
now well-trodden, but back then 
they were still very raw, very natu-
ral. But my mother couldn’t settle 
in New Zealand and we ended up 
returning to Surrey.

‘Eventually, 20 years ago, my hus-
band, Peter, took semi-retirement 
and we moved to Argyll, where he 
had family connections through
his father’s side. We both have the 
hermit gene, which is why we chose 
a lovely location with our nearest 
neighbours about a mile away.’

The couple ran a bird sanctuary for 
many years, taking in injured feath-
ered friends and nursing them back 
to health. That has now finished 
as Christine continues her work on
wind power, which will make her 
plenty of friends and enemies.

‘Landowners who want wind 
turbines are responsible for the
stewardship of the environment 
and it is incumbent upon them to 
be aware of those responsibilities
to safeguard what is a very delicate
relationship between ourselves and 

our world. They should also do so 
not for profit.

‘What concerns me is that whole
swathes of Argyll from Loch Awe 
to Ford are being targeted for wind 
farms and so little is being done to
protect the public’s health.’

The Scottish government has a 
target of generating 100 per cent of 
electricity from renewable energy 
by 2020, the majority from wind
power, but Christine says it is time
to stop the spin, and start looking at
the facts.

STOP THE SPIN: campaigner Christine Metcalfe is calling for a rigorous health check on the eff ects of wind turbines on people. She argues that the public has been subjected to a ‘greenwash’ by the pro-wind farm lobby 15_t30windmet01
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BATTLEFRONT:  a mosaic marking
Christine’s visit to the UN 
15_t30windmet04

The wind 
in her sails
For over a decade, Christine 
Metcalfe has been tilting at 
windmills or, more precisely, 
wind turbines. She has even 
addressed the United Nations in 
Geneva about them. From her 
rural idyll on the banks of Loch 
Avich, she talks to Niall Hickman
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Sun shines on Taynuilt gam
was held for a stalwart of theA MINUTE’S silence w
at Taynuilt Highland GamesHighland Games world 

on Saturday.
nuilt, who sadly passed away Leslie Servant of Tayn
embered for his passion andlate last year, was reme
es which he was involved with enthusiasm for the game

for more than 40 years.
emorial Cup was introducedThe Leslie Servant Me
junior heavyweight and wasthis year for the best jy j
a lone piper played Westeringhanded out at 2pm after a
e song. Louie MacFarlane of Home, Leslie’s favourite

Inverawe won the trophy after a friendly, but hard- 
fought battle with the second place competitor, Calum 
MacDonald of Taynuilt.

The rain made way for sunshine and there was a 
large crowd with many stalls, games and activities 
surrounding the field, promoting a wide variety of 
charities and organisations from within the local area.

Chieftain of the games, Gavin Eisler, a former en-
gineer at Cruachan Power Station for 30 years, said: 
‘I’m very proud to have been asked to be chieftain. My 
mum would have been proud too.’

The local heavy events were cancelled this year due 
to the weather the night before and morning of the
games, as a way of preserve the condition of the pitch. 

However, the open heavy events went ahead as
planned. The only local taking part was Murdo Mas-
terson, 16, from Dunbeg, and he held his own. In the
heavy hammer event, he was on track to receive his 
first victory after throwing a personal best of 95ft, but 
was beaten on one of the last throws of the event by 
the eventual overall open heavyweight winner, Bruce 
Robb, from Dunfermline. 

Games committee and stewards, with the chieftain of the games, Gavin Eisler, far right, arrive at the games park.

Stewart Inglis of Dunbeg.

The eff ort was too much for some of the older gentlemen.
The ladies team manage to win one pull against the men in the

tug of war competition.

Games chieftain, Gavin Eisler, welcomes the crowd and
declares the event open.

Fierce competition in the under 10s race.

Blue skies appearing above Taynuilt Highland Games made it a pleasant afternoon.

 Eric MacIntyre from the Clan MacIntyre presents 
the clan MacIntyre shield to Iona Keyes, Kerrera,
(left) and runner-up Joy Barrow, Oban, for their

eff orts in Gaelic.

Andrew Servant presents the Leslie Servant 
Memorial Trophy to local athlete, Louie Mac-
farlane, Inverawe. Leslie was a stalwart of the 

games for 40 years.

Darrach Urqhuart Kyle, of 
Lochalsh, with the 
Angiolin Cup for Best 
Overall Piping, the Games 
Shield for the Open Piping 
March and The Brander 
Lodge Hotel Trophy for 
Piobaireachd.

Murdo Masterson, 16,
from Dunbeg, 

throws the 16lb 
shot.

Eilidh Munro is a study of concentration in the sword dance. 
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Open Heavy

Light Hammer

1 B. Robb
2 G.Hagan
3 S.Anderson
4 N. Elliott

Shot

1 B.Robb
2 G. Hagan
3 S.Anderson
4 N.Elliott

28lb Weight for Distance

1 B.Robb
2 S.Anderson
3 N.Elliott
4 G.Hagan

Caber

1 S.Anderson
2 N.Elliott
3 B.Robb
4 G.Hagan

Nant Stone

1 B.Robb
2 G.Hagan
3 S.Anderson
4 N.Elliott

Heavy Hammer

1 B.Robb
2 M.Masterton
3 G.Hagan
4 N.Elliott

56llb Weight Over Bar

1 G.Hagan & B.Robb
2 S.anderson
3= G.Hagan & N.Elliott

Overall Heavy Champion

B.Robb

Games Cup for Open Heavy 

Events B.Robb

Bigilie Cup for Open Caber

Tossing S.Anderson

Junior Local Heavy

Stone

1 L.MacFarlane
2 C.MacDonald
3 J.Reid

Welly

1 L.MacFarlane
2 C.MacDonald
3 J.Reid

Welly over Bar

1 L.MacFarlane
2 C.MacDonald

Caber

1 C.MacDonald
2 L.MacFarlane

Bungy

1 L.MacFarlane
2 C.MacDonald
3 G.Goldie

Leslie Servant Memorial Cup for 
Best Local Junior Heavy 
L.MacFarlane

Tug-O-War
Taynuilt Games Committee

Track Events Gents: Open

Gents 100yrds

1 B.Coates
2 S.Inglis
3 S.Mobey

Gents 220yrds

1 B.Coates
2 S.Inglis
3 N.clark

1/4 Mile

1 B.Coates
2 S.Inglis
3 V.Slagt

1/2 Mile

1 B.Coates
2 S.Inglis

1 Mile Gents  
1 S. Mobey
2 A.Davies

Hill Race - Open

1 C.Fraser
2 G.MacDonald
3 A.Barrington

Track Events Gents: Local

Gents 100yrds

1 H.Mobey
2 E.Hunter
3 B.MacFarlane

Gents 220yrds

1 H.Mobey
2 B.MacFarlane
3 D.Teape

1/4 Mile

1 H.Mobey
2 D.Teape
3 B.MacFarlane

1/2 Mile

1 H.Mobey
2 D.Teape
3 B.MacFarlane

Mile

1 H.Mobey
2 D.Teape

Hill Race

1 A.Houston
2 Andrew 
 Campbell-Gray
3 A.Crawford

Track Events Ladies: 
Open

Ladies 100yrds

1 G.Thomson
2
3

220yrds 

1 G.Thomson
2
3

1/4 Mile

1 G.Thomson
2
3

1/2 Mle

1 G.Thompson
2
3

1 Mile  
1 Elin Slagt-Tichelman
2 G.Thompson
3 Elke Slagt

Track Events Ladies: 
Local 

Ladies 100yrds

1 E.Shearer
2 E.MacIntyre

220yrds 

1 E.Shearer
2 E.MacIntyre
3 H.Teape

1/4 Mile

1 E.Shearer
2 E.MacIntyre
3 H.Teape

1/2 Mile

1 E.Shearer
2 E.MacIntyre
3 H.Teape

Mile

1 E.Shearer
2 H.Teape

Cups

Inverawe Cup for Open

Athletics: Joint Winners: 

Joint Winners E. Shearer & 

H.Mobey

Duncan MacDonald Memo-

rial Cup for Gents 100yrds:

B.Coates L. Goodfellow

Ingils Memorial Cup for Best 

Local Athlete: H.Mobey

John Garvie Cup Best Local 

Junior Athlete: E.Shearer 

Piping - Open

March

1 Darroch Urquhart
2 Gordon MacLean
3 Jamie Forrester

Strathspey & Reel

1 Euan Dewar
2 Darroch Urquart
3 Jamie Forrrester

Piobaireachd

1 Darroch urquart
2 Euan Dewar
3 Jamie Forrester

Jig

1 Darroch Urquhart
2 Jamie Forrester
3 Ruaridh Edwards

Piping Junior - Open

March

1 Gregor MacDonald
2 Innes Munro
3 Emma Hill

Strathspey & Reel

1 Gregor MacDonlad
2 Emma Hill
3 Innes Munro

Best Open Piper

Darroch Urquhart

Best Overall Open Junior

Gregor MacDonald

Piping Cups

Angiolini Cup Best Overall 

Piping Competitor: Darroch 

Urquhart

Games Shield for Open Piping 

- Stathspey & Reel: Euan

Dewar 

Games Shield Open Piping- 

March: Darroch Urquhart 

Brander Lodge Hotel Trophy

- Piobaireachd: Darroch 

Urquhart

Ardanaiseig Hotel Trophy 

- Best Junior Piper: Gregor

McDonald

Taynuilt Highland Games  
Results 2015es

Jacob Cameron, from Hamilton, with his 
medal for winning the under 10s 60m sprint.

ry Har Mobey, Taynuilt,
hison h s way to winning the 
yal00 ards race. Harry was 

o awalso warded the Inglis
moMemorial Cup for best 
al aloca athlete.

Gregor MacDonald with the Lodge St Modan’s Trophy .

A welcome sight: 
dancers back on 
the boards after 

the heavy rain
in the morning 

forced them into 
the village hall.

Bruce Robb,
Dunfermline,
fi res away
the shot-put
in the heavy
events at
Taynuilt
Highland
Games.

Above: Neil Elliot, Helens-
burgh, fi res the weight away 

in the heavy competition.

Right:  Bruce
also won

the Games
Trophy for the

best heavy
athlete on

the day.

Right: Murdo Masterson, 16,
in the heavy hammer event.

Murdo was on track to win
the event after throwing a 

personal best of 95ft, 6ft
further than he has thrown 
before, but was beaten on 

the last round of throws.

 Louise Glen presents Bruce Robb, Dunfermline, with the Games Cup for overall winning the Open
Heavy Events.

Neil Elliot, 
Helensburgh, 
tossing the 
caber. 

Lisa McGilllivray of Dunoon was a winner in the 
under 12 Highland dancing.
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AS the words from the famous song from 
the musical Annie go: ‘The sun will come 
out tomorrow.’

Despite a full evacuation of the Tiree Mu-
sic Festival (TMF) site on Friday night (see 
page five) spirits couldn’t be dampened 
as revellers weathered the storm and 
enjoyed a full-on, Hebridean hootenanny 
on Saturday and Sunday.

The sun broke through the clouds and 
spirits were high on Saturday morning, as 
the multi-award winning festival kicked-
off, with a stellar line-up featuring We 
Banjo 3, Manran and Skerryvore.

Set on the white sandbanks of Crossapol 
beach, the 1700 capacity, family-friendly 
festival was a huge success, with campers 
enjoying a mixture of traditional, folk, 
Gaelic and popular music. 

Skerryvore’s accordion player, Daniel 
Gillespie, who is also director of TMF, said 
on Saturday morning: ‘The weather has 
settled and we are ready to kick off day 
two with double the celebration, after we 
showed last night how strong community 
spirit is in the festival and Tiree.’

Singer/songwriter J J Gilmour, who 
played on both Friday and Saturday, said: 

‘I had the unusual honour of opening and 
closing the festival on Friday because 
during my set it was decided we were 
evacuating. 

‘It’s my first time here, and it was a great 
feeling on Saturday waking up and seeing 
the sun and knowing the rest of the 
weekend would go ahead. All credit to the 
organisers, they turned what was almost a 
tragedy into a fantastic festival.’

On Sunday, revellers were treated to 
a second performance by Skerryvore, 
as well as Trail West, the Fratellis and 
Skippinish, who closed the festival in the 
Big Top Tent. 

Steven Monro, from Fort William, who 
was attending the festival for the first 
time, said it was his best-ever festival 
experience.

‘With the white beach on one side and 
the sun setting of the other, it really was 
a great evening. I’ve been to T in the Park 
and Rockness, but the setting is nothing 
like here, it was incredible. 

‘The Fratellis playing was good because 
it gave us some more rocky music, then 
Skipinnish playing, for me, stole the 
show.’

Good day sunshine as 
revellers enjoy full-on 
sounds spectacular

TIREE M

Kate Schelley, six, from West Kilbride enjoyed her fi rst 

festival 16_t30kate01

Aylin and Tom Ziegen travelled from Cologne, Ger

the festival 16_t30german01Lucy McNiven and Rachel Mackinnon, from Islay, who recently 

played bagpipes at Prince Charles’ visit to Ardbeg distillery 

16_t30islaygirls01

The police - the force, not the band - enjoyed
better weather on Saturday and Sunday 

16_t30police01

Benbecula reveller, Angus MacDonald, 
with daughters Annie and Rona

16_t30benbecula01

Gary Innes and Ross Saunders of Mànran, 
who played on Saturday evening

16_t30manran01

Gentlemen of Few attracted a large crowd at
the Cairn Capital Open Air Stage  16_t30gentle-

men01

The packed 
Big Top Tent 
16_t30twide01

The Urban 
Teuchtars enter-

tained the crowd 
in the Big Top Tent 

16_t30urban01

We 
had th

on th
16_t3

Skerryvore receive their 
award from Tiree

The Year of Food and Drink 
is a chance to spotlight, 
celebrate and promote 
Scotland’s natural larder and 
quality produce to people 
and visitors.

As part of the Year of Food and Drink Scotland, the 
Oban Times has teamed up with local businesses to 
celebrate the wealth of variety, quality and talent in 
this booming industry. 
Over the coming months, the paper will be 
promoting a selection of events, stories, restaurants, 
pubs and producers from the west coast. 
Each week, one business from the sector will be 
the focus of this exciting new column, along with a 
delicious recipe, so keep an eye out and allow the 
Oban Times to provide a taste of the fantastic food 
and drink available in the area.

Who is it? Colintraive Hotel

If you would like your business to feature in 
our weekly Food & Drink column call us on

01631 568000

This week...

Colintraive Hotel original recipe
Linguini Pescatore

The Colintraive Hotel on the Kyles of Bute proff ers 
spectacular views and warm hospitality, along with 
award-winning cuisine using the best local produce.

The menu features local bounty such as Loch Fyne king 
scallops and Kyles of Bute langoustines, meat from 
Bute and wines from Argyll . Chef/owner Patricia Watt 
and her team even grow their own herbs, resulting in 
a fl avoursome, fresh approach to their dishes, whether 
traditional pub favourites, succulent seafood, hearty meat 
and game or gourmet light bites. No wonder Colintraive 
garnered a silver medal for Chef  Excellence and a gold 
award from Visit Scotland.

Set in a charming coastal village overlooking one of 
Argyll’s most beautiful views, the Colintraive Hotel 
off ers a full menu dining experience in both their gastro 
pub and the restaurant. The pub, with a cosy log fi re 
and gorgeous views, is a favourite of locals and visitors 
alike, and children and pets are welcome. The elegant 
dining room features sea views and is perfect for special 
occasions, parties or romantic dinners. Both venues are 
open for lunch and dinner year round.

Patricia and her friendly staff  invite everyone to make 
the beautiful drive down the Kyles of Bute to enjoy lunch 
or dinner at the Colintraive Hotel. Or why not have a 
lovely overnight stay in one of their gorgeous bedrooms? 
Mention this ad to receive two nights lodging for the 
price of one at the hotel, good from September 2015 
through November 2015 (conditions apply).

This recipe was passed on to me by my darling Mum Maria.
The essential part is the Italian sugo (sauce) for 2 people...
Chop half a bulb of garlic and 
fry in olive oil till lightly brown
add quite a few leaves of fresh basil
for a couplep of seconds
add tin of chopped tomatoes
a good shake of origano
2 sticks of celery
one chicken stock cube melted with about half cup of hot 
water (if you dont have home made stock)
1teaspoon of brown sugar
and a little sweet chilli sauce
half glass of red wine

Cook this for at least 45 mins. The longer the better.
This is your basic sauce for many dishes. Bolognese, 
arrabiata etc or even just to have on its own with pasta.
For pescatore, gently fry again in olive oil, prawns and any 
other seafood you like. . .
Add a good dose of sauce and a quarter glass of white 
wine. and par cooked linguini or spaghetti which has
been cooled fi rst. Once hot, don’t over cook, serve and
BonBon ApApetietitete.

What do they do?
Award winning hotel and gastropub with 
four en-suite rooms

Where can I find them?
A 2-minute walk from Colintraive Ferry 
Terminal on the Kyles of Bute
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS

MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and
Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime 
With Danni Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show,
2100 David Cullen, 2200 American Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni 
Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900
Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100
Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000
Comfort Zone with Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700
Drivetime with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken,
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 
2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection,
2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim
Lynch, 1845 Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900
Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling,
1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David 
Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema,
community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

24 JULY 2015 - 30 JULY 2015

ANT-MAN  (12A)
Daily: 13:00,15:35,18:10,20:45

INSIDE OUT  (U)
Daily Except Sat, Thu: 15:40,20:20; Sat: 14:50,19:30; Thu: 15:40

INSIDE OUT 3D  (U)
Daily Except Sat: 13:20,18:00; Sat: 12:30,17:10

MINIONS  (PG)
Daily: 10:45

MINIONS 3D  (PG)
Daily Except Sat, Wed: 11:00

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION  (TBC)
Thu: 20:20

THE LION KING  (U)
Sat: 10:00

FILM SYNOPSIS

ANT-MAN SYNOPSIS
Armed with a super-suit with the astonishing ability to shrink in scale but
increase in strength, con-man Scott Lang must embrace his inner hero and 
help his mentor, Dr. Hank Pym, plan and pull off  a heist that will save the
world.

MINIONS
Hilarious animated family fun. Minions live to serve, but fi nd themselves 
working for a continual series of unsuccessful masters, from T. Rex to 
Napoleon. Without a master to grovel for, the Minions fall into a deep
depression. But one minion, Kevin, has a plan; accompanied by his pals
Stuart and Bob, Kevin sets forth to fi nd a new evil boss for his brethren to 
follow.

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE – ROGUE NATION. 
12A – 146mins
Ethan and team take on their most impossible mission yet, eradicating the 
Syndicate - an International rogue organization as highly skilled as they 
are, committed to destroying the IMF.

INSIDE OUT. 
U – 122mins
After a girl moves to a new home, her emotions are plunged into chaos as 
they compete for control of her mind.

(KIDS CLUB) THE LION KING. 
U – 85mins
Tricked into thinking that he caused the death of his father, a lion cub fl ees 
and abandons his destiny as the future king.

MUSIC FESTIVAL PICTURE SPECIAL

rmany, for 

Cone Together: a group of revellers in the Big Top Tent 

16_t30cones01

Birch, enjoyed their island adventure as
campsite stewards 16_t30chillout01

Fergus Munro, Mhairi Mackinnon, Marianne
Fraser and Grant McFarlane of CherryGrove

16_t30cherrygrove01

Sarah MacNeil and Heather Shelley, of 
CherryGrove

16_t30cherrygrove02

Stuart Grant and 
Joanna Wojtkowska
enjoyed the sunny 

weather 16_t30hugging01

Xander Milne, nephew
of Marian Fraser from 

CherryGrove, enjoys J J 
Gilmour 16_t30cherry01

Skipinnish 
rounded off  

the festival on 
Sunday night

Banjo 3 
e crowd 

heir feet 
30banjo01

Gunna Sound, who were 
joined by former World 

Piping Champion, Angus 
MacColl, from Benderloch, 

on drums 16_t30gunna01

J J Gilmour, the only artist 
to play on Friday, and also 

played a set on Saturday  
16_t30gilmour01

A set by Colin Train and the Northern 
Lights kicked-off  the CalMac Live 

Lounge on Saturday 16_t30train01

Hò-rò at the Cairn 
Capital Open Air 
stage 16_t30horo01
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Ardchattan Priory

Fete
SUNDAY 26th JULY

12 - 4pm
Entry £4.00

Lunches & Teas
Children’s Activities
Pony & Train Rides

And Live Music

Museum Festival
Easdale Island Hall

Sat 25 & Sun 26 July 
11am to 4pm

Crafts, home baking & 
teas, exhibition, village 
walk and much more

01852 300173
www.easdale.org

for info

AnComunnGàidhealeach

CRUACHAN
BRANCH

SUMMER CEILIDH
Thursday 23rd July
Taynuilt Village Hall

at 7.30pm
Admission £4,
Members £3,  

Children (5-16 yrs) £2

Thursday 30 July

Music by MOZART, HANDEL, PROKOFIEV, POULENC and BEETHOVEN
SCO WIND SOLOISTS

Music for a summer evening

 

Tickets £15 (Discounts available)

See www.sco.org.uk for further information.

Funded byKindly supported by  
The Misses Barrie 
Charitable Trust and  
PF Charitable Trust.

WindsTour

Back in 1995, a small group of 
friends – who wanted to have a go
at painting and sketching  – decided 
to meet regularly to give mutual
support and encouragement to each
other with their new hobby.

Fast forward 20 years and the Ap-
pin Art Group is still going strong
with 77 enthusiastic members, and 
the latest exhibition of their work 
is currently on show at Port Appin
Village Hall.

With mediums such as acrylic, 
watercolour, machine embroidery 
and wood engraving, the exhibition 
shows the huge variety and styles
within the group.

And there is also a special 
photographic display with mem-
bers, tutors and the different events 
the group has been involved with 
over the past 20 years.

Geoff Fairbairn, deputy chair-
man, was one of the original few
who started the Appin Art Group.

He said: ‘It all started when a few
of us got together in 1995 including
Joan Loro, who was an amateur 
painter. She was very helpful as the 
rest of us just started from scratch.
We met in each other’s houses at
first and, when the group grew
steadily over the years, we started 
to use the village hall.

‘We have members who live local-
ly and also from other parts of the 
country such as Glasgow and East
Lothian. They have holiday homes
here and take part in workshops

and courses when they can.’
Geoff, who lives in North Shian, 

added: ‘We hold workshops every 
Monday in Port Appin Village
Hall. These will start again on 
September 21 from 10.30am-4.30 
pm. There is no formal tuition, but
the workshops allow members to 
work in studio conditions. Everyone 
interested is welcome to come
along – you don’t need to have any 
experience at all.

‘We also run courses throughout 
the year with different experi-
enced tutors. For instance, the 
programme for 2015/16 includes 
painting with felt; rescue remedies; 
silk painting as well as linocuts and 
multicolour lino printing. These 
are held on Saturdays starting on 
October 24 also from 10.30am-
4.30pm. Places are limited on these 
courses, so anyone interested needs 
to book.’

 ‘As well as the annual exhibition, 
we also organise sketching parties
during the summer break and in 
the past have gone on boat trips to 
some of the islands.’

And visitors to the 20th anni-
versary exhibition have been very 
impressed by the high standard and 
range of work on display.

Donald and Morven Hutchison of 
Kinlochlaich have visited regularly 
over the years.

Said Morven: ‘We always enjoy it 
as the work is of such good quality. 
I rearranged a trip away as I didn’t 

CONTRIBUTIONS to the First 
World War by the people of the isle
of Lewis were recognised with a
reception in the Scottish parliament. 

Last year the islanders, led by local
history group, Comunn Eachdraidh
Nis, held a number of events
commemorating the war and the

roles played by the people of  Lewis. 
A book, Dol Fodha na Grèine (The
Going Down of the Sun), was also 
written in both Gaelic and English
and published by Stornoway-based 
Acair, depicting first-hand experi-
ences and letters home during the 
war.

One of Scotland’s most famous 
fiction writers once stood Oban 
up, and is now using free whisky to
get back in our good books, writes 
David McPhee.

Novelist, Alan Bisset, 39, from 
Falkirk, was meant to perform at 
Oban library a few years ago, but
there was a grand ‘muck up’. 

Alan said: ‘I lost my passport and 
missed my flight, leaving everyone 
waiting for me. There is no worse 
feeling than disappointing an
audience. I feel like I owe
Oban a great debt.’

Alan is part of the 
tour, Anywhere
but the Cities, 
‘a culture feast 
for minds 
and bodies’ 
that came to 
the Oban 
Chocolate
Factory to
host a night of 
music, poetry 
and prose. Dewars 
who sponsor the
tour provided three 
single malt whiskies to 
be handed out free and 

Oban Chocolate Factory created a 
batch of chocolates to complement 
them.

Michael Pedersen, 30, from
Edinburgh, who helped organise
the tour, said: ‘We usually hold 
literature, music and poetry nights
in Glasgow and Edinburgh, but
there’s so much culture exploding
through the cities and not so much
in the rural areas.’

Also part of the tour is Bill
Ryder-Jones and Company, and
Caithness poet, Kevin Williamson.

Helen Mackechnie, 35 of Oban
Chocolate Factory, said: ‘We’re
always keen to do something like
this. We’re normally open until
5.30pm, but at the weekends we’re
open until 9pm and encourage 

local artists to play live music in
the evening’.

This weekend, Auchindrain will be welcoming back members of today’s Traveller 
community who will settle here for two days, demonstrating traditional crafts and talking 
about their lives and traditions. You might be able to try your hand at making pegs, paper
flowers and baskets, as well as having your fortune read!

We will also have an exhibition on display in the visitor center and tearoom, with new
material from last year’s show. It has been developed by MECOPP and the Gypsy/Traveller 
community, offering an insight into these private communities through memories, poetry
and photographs, reflecting upon how social exclusion and discrimination impact on
well-being, mental health and quality of life.

Normal price admission applies.

Summer Camp
Recreating travellers’ 
encampment

Auchindrain Township Museum
Saturday and Sunday 25th and 26th July
10am - 4pm

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

To advertise in our community 

noticeboard call 01631 568000

want   to   miss   the   start   of   the 
exhibition.’

Brian and Glenys Harrison have 
lived in North Ballachulish for the 
past 18 years, but are originally 
from Bronte country in Yorkshire.

‘We are from Haworth and
decided to move up here when we 

retired as we spent many holidays in
the area,’ said Brian.

‘We always come to the exhibiton
as there is so much on show. I enjoy 
painting watercolours myself and
have exhibited in the past, but I just
like to see other people’s work now,’
he laughed.

Joy Blakeney from Benderloch, 
has also been a regular visitor to 
the annual exhibition: ‘I just love 
it,’ she said. ‘There’s such a huge 
variety both in subject and media. 
It’s a credit to all those involved
and shows what talent there is in 
the area.’

The exhibition in Port Appin
Village Hall runs until Saturday.
It is open from 10.30am-6 pm,
today, Thursday, and Friday, and 
from 10.30am-4pm on Saturday.
Admission is free and information
on the group’s courses and booking
forms are also available.

Exhibition paints a picture of local 
group’s success over past 20 years

Book commemorates the Great 
War experiences of islanders

Whisky and chocolate with more 
than a dash of culture is a treat

Advertise in the
Community
Noticeboard

for just £16.21
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page
Please ask for details

Pictured left to right at the Scottish parliament reception are Iain Macleod,
singer, Joan Morrison, guest speaker, Matthew MacIver, An Storlann 

manager, Donald W Morrison, Comunn Eachdraidh Nis chairwoman, Annie 
MacSween, Angus MacDonald MSP and Acair manager, Agnes Rennie

So successful were the commem-
orations, a reception at the Scottish
parliament was held last week,
showing powerful images of the
year’s events, attended by MSPs and
representatives from war commemo-
ration charities.

Angus MacDonald, MSP for 
Falkirk east, grew up on Lewis and
hosted the event.

He said: ‘The reception was just
fantastic. It’s an emotional and
poignant commemoration both of 
the book and the servicemen who
passed away in the Great War.

‘A lot of people seemed to appre-
ciate the event and the fact that it
was held in the Scottish parliament.
It’s the parliament of the people of 
Lewis as much as anywhere else. It
was very poignant and personal for
me.’

Acair manager, Agnes Rennie,
added: ‘You could have heard a
pin drop. It was very, very moving.
Somebody said afterwards how
amazing it was to heard Gaelic
singing in the parliament. It was
fascinating.

‘For me, it was recognition for
an outstanding commemoration
programme developed by one 
community.’

Bill
Ryder-Jones
starting his 

set. 15_T30choc-

olategig02

exhibits on display. Right: ‘Mackerel’ painted by Gordon Hopkins.
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Lonan Properties Ltd, Innishail, 
Taynuilt, PA35 1JH Tel: 01866 822181

Email: lonanpropltd@btconnect.com

House Design Plots Available
Contact
Hamish Matheson

NEW BUILDS
CONTRACTING

New Plot
New Home

When building your own home, as with buying a home on the 
open market, you need to be clear from the start what sort of 
home you need and want, where you want to live and roughly 
what you can aff ord to pay.

s how much you can pay up-front in cash and how much would Th is includes
rowed or paid later.need to be borr
p you to identify early on whether your budget is likely to beTh is will help
d a home that meets your needs or whether you need to consider enough to fund
on certain aspects, such as size, design, location or how much of compromising

work you will do yourself.the building w
robably won’t want to make a formal mortgage application beforeWhile you pr
ifi ed a plot of land and estimated your build costs, it is importantyou have identi
l advice at an early stage to be confi dent that you will be able to getto get fi nancial

mortgage. Even if you don’t need a mortgage to help you buy youra big enough m
ld try to be sure that you get a mortgage off er before you commit plot, you shoul
ot to avoid any nasty surprises later on.to buying a plo
d a specifi c type of mortgage for a self-build because a self-buildYou will need
gage is normally paid in instalments at certain stages during themortg
build process and the lender needs to check progress at theseb
stages to make sure it is satisfi ed that the work has been carried 

out before the next instalment of the mortgage is paid out. o
Whatever mortgage you choose, you will be required to provide a W
fi cant deposit to fund your build. In many cases at the moment,signifi
will not provide any mortgage funding until your build reaches lenders w
nd watertight stage - i.e. the main structure of the building is the wind an
weatherproofed.complete and w
generally pay for each stage of the build in arrears, i.e. once it isLenders also

complete. 
have enough savings or other ways of borrowing the money toIf you don’t

urchase of the land and the initial stages of the build, it may be fi nance the pu
mortgage fi nance at an earlier stage. possible to get
er be through a specialised mortgage product which pays instal-Th is can eith

nce or, in some cases, you may be able to agree a form of bridging ments in advan
r current lender to fund the construction phase, which allows youloan with your
dard mortgage when your home is complete.to take a stand
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Self-build gives you a good opportu-
nity to build the type of home you 
want and make sure it suits all of 
your needs. 

However there are, of course, a number of 
things which may restrict what you can do,
such as how much you can aff ord to spend, re-
strictions attached to the planning consent for
the site and making sure your design complies
with building regulation requirements. In ad-
dition, you need to consider several key issues
at an early stage to make sure any plot you buy 
meets your needs and to help you budget for
your project.

You should make sure that the size of home
you choose fi ts the size of the plot you are 
looking to buy and bear in mind if you have
particular preferences for the size of your 
garden or you want to avoid your home being 
overlooked by neighbours. 

An architect will be able to give you detailed
advice about the type of construction best suit-
ed to your needs as each type of method has
pros and cons, which depend on the particular
site and your own individual requirements.

Self-build websites will also provide infor-
mation about diff erent build options and their
costs. It is worth thinking early on about your
requirements in terms of number of rooms or
fl exibility to change the internal layout of the 
home in future as this may have an impact on
which type of construction method is best for
your home.

Th e main types of houses in Scot-
land are; timber frame (also known 
as kit homes) which are the most 
common method of construction for 
self-builders.

Brick and block is also a common and well-
known construction method for self-build.
Th ere is normally an outer wall built with
bricks, with an inner wall built of blockwork 
with a cavity in between which is fi lled with a 
thermal insulating material. 

Steel-framed buildings are made of a steel 
frame which panels of various materials can
be attached to. Th e external panels are then 
coated in render or made weather-tight by 
other means.

Insulated concrete framework involves the
assembly of polystyrene blocks with a hole
(cavity) inside. Concrete is poured into the 
cavity on site. Th is then makes the structure
airtight and very well insulated so it does not
need any additional insulation inside the home
to meet building regulation requirements. Th e
polystyrene blocks are then clad internally and
externally.

Th ere are also a number of other modern
methods of construction, particularly envi-
ronmentally friendly, energy effi  cient types of 
building method, which can minimise your
home’s impact on the environment and reduce
fuel bills. 

Th ese are usually partly prefabricated off -site
and have the advantage of quick assembly on
site of the external weatherproofi ng and struc-
ture of the building. With any eco or modern
method of construction, it is important to
double check that your lender will lend a 
mortgage for this type of build as lenders are 
not always willing to lend for construction 
methods which they may view as more risky if 
they haven’t been used much before.

Once you have worked out what 
budget you have available, you can 
fi nd out about plots of land for sale 
which may be suitable for self-build 
from a number of sources. 

Th ere are several websites which allow you 
to search for details of 
plots for sale, although for 
some of these you need to 
pay a fee for membership.

Before you buy any plot, 
you should check whether 
it has full planning per-
mission or, if not, that the 
site is zoned for housing 
by the council; this means 
that the council’s develop-
ment plan indicates that 
the land is suitable for use 
for housing.

A plot may have full
planning permission, but 
this means that you would 
be required to construct a 
house which exactly fi ts 
the planning approval 
documents (including 
the drawings describing a 
particular design) and you 
may have to appoint the 
designer who produced
those drawings, as they 
will probably own the
copyright to the draw-
ings. If you wish to build 
a house that is diff erent 
in its external appearance 
from the one approved 
(except in minor details), 
you will need to make a 
new planning application, 

but you will at least have a good idea about 
what it is acceptable to the council on that site. 

You should discuss the situation with a 
planning offi  cer at the relevant council before 
making any decisions as they will be able to 
provide information about the requirements 
for any particular site. 

If the plot either has planning permission in 
principle (formerly referred to as outline plan-
ning permission) or does not have planning 
permission at all, the price may be cheaper, but 
you should also get in touch with a planning 
offi  cer at the relevant council to try to fi nd 
out whether or not you would be likely to get 
planning permission on the site for the type of 
home you want to build and to fi nd out about 
any particular issues (for example if there may 
be further development on land around the 

site). If you wish to buy a plot which does not
have full planning permission, the landowner
will often agree to an off er which is subject to
you securing appropriate planning permission.
Th is allows you to pull out of the sale if your 
planning application is rejected. so is a sensible 
option.

You should seek independent legal advice 
before making an off er for a plot of land (if you 
don’t already have a solicitor, your local Solic-
itors Property Centre can help you fi nd one or 
you can ask friends for a recommendation or 
search in the Yellow Pages).

You should also get a site appraisal done for 
the plot of land to check how suitable it is for
building on and if there are any problems.

For any self-build project, you 
should get professional advice to 
help you develop your ideas for the 
house you want, help you decide 
which is the best way for you to go 
about having the house built and 
prepare detailed drawings and costs.

Unless you have the appropriate qualifi ca-
tions, you will need help from an architect
to advise you on and design plans for your 
home. Your architect will ask you a number
of questions about your requirements and the
site you have bought or are planning to buy to
make sure their design suits your needs, but
the Scottish Government’s checklist of points
to consider will help make sure that you have
considered all the possibilities, such as size,p

layout and energy effi  ciency and renewable
energy measures.

If there is not already detailed planning 
permission for your home for the plot of land
you are buying, you will need to secure this
before you can start building as the planning 
authority (your local council or national park 
authority) will need to be satisfi ed that your
plans for your home are in line with the coun-
cil’s development plans and that your home’s
design will be acceptable in terms of its impact 
on the surrounding homes and landscape. It
is generally harder to obtain consent within 
designated areas, such as green belts outside 
cities or fl ood plains. Where the principle
of development is acceptable, the planning 
authority will still expect careful attention to
be paid to the detailed design of the house and 

where it is located on the site, particularly in
areas such as conservation areas or sites close
to listed buildings. In considering whether
to grant planning consent, the authority will
also need to consider whether the house can be
safely and satisfactorily accessed and serviced,
and that this does not cause problems for
access or amenities for any neighbours’ homes.

You should try to get planning permission as 
early as possible as the process can take some
time and you should aim to secure planning 
permission before you enter into a contract
with any building fi rms in case your planning 
application is rejected.

Th e council and local planning offi  cer should 
also be able to help if you need advice or guid-
ance on completing a planning application.

In addition to planning permission, 
you will also need to apply for a 
building warrant before you can 
start building work on your home.

You need to pay a fee to the council to cover
their costs in dealing with your warrant appli-
cation; the fee is calculated as a proportion of 
the estimated fi nal value of the proposed work. 
While planning permission largely focuses on 
how the external structure of your home will 
look, to get a building warrant you will need to
show that the design of your home (both inside 
and outside) will meet all the requirements of 
the latest domestic building regulations.

Once your home is completed, you will need
to send a completion certifi cate to the council 

and an inspector from the council will visit 
and check your property. Normally your home 
must be completed within three years of you
receiving your building warrant, although you 
can apply to extend this deadline (you need to 
pay an extra fee for this though).

Unless the site is already fully 
serviced, you will need to arrange 
for your site to be connected to 
mains water and sewerage systems 
and for electricity and (if applicable) 
gas connections to be provided. 

It is helpful for you to check with Scottish 
Water and power companies early on to make
sure you can get connections when you need 
them. In rural areas, particularly if the site is

far from other properties or on a hill, there can
be problems in connecting sites to the mains
water and gas grids in particular and the cost 
of the connection can be high; therefore if your
site is in a remote area, you should check the
feasibility of arranging connections before you 
commit to buying a site.

Where possible, you should arrange for the
water mains drainage and electricity supply 
to be provided for the site as early as possible 
because the builders will need access to water
in particular during the build process and also
to electricity at certain stages (although not 
necessarily for the initial stages).

Th ere are a number of diff erent 
options for going about having 
your house built and your architect 
will be able to advise you of the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of each in your particular set of 
circumstances and the extent to 
which you wish to be involved in the 
construction work. 

If you are not planning to do much or any 
of the building work yourself, the simplest
route may be to contract the building work 
to a single building company (which becomes
the ‘main contractor’) and ask them to agree
a fi xed price for the build, including the cost
of them contracting in other tradesmen if 
they need to in order to certain aspects of the
work. Th is is a very common and traditional

approach and your architect will be used to
supervising projects using this process.

As an alternative, you may wish to consider
appointing separate contractors to carry out
the diff erent pieces of work which need to be
carried out by diff erent trades.

One traditional form of Scottish building 
contract that is suitable for this situation is the
‘separate trades contract’ where the architect
takes responsibility for co-ordinating the
diff erent trades and managing construction on
site. Th is gives useful additional fl exibility to
the self builder where they want to undertake
some of the work on site themselves. However,
not all architects will have experience of this
approach or be willing to use it.

Alternatively, you can choose to do most or
all of the self-build work yourself. Th is saves

17/19  LOCHSIDE  STREET,  OBAN, ARGYLL,  PA34 4HP
  (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

Offers in the region of £73,000

29 High Street, Oban, PA34 4BG

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Country Kiln

A

FFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES        PROPERTY REVIEWS         PROPERTY NEWS     LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS    

FOR SALE

Sunny Beach, Bulgaria
Amazing new build apartments from only £15,800!

Gated complex, with 9 swimming pools, water slides, 
shops, bars. 

Massage, relax zone, restaurants, 
15 hole putting green, church.

Beach and mountain ski properties also available.

Want us to call and see you at home?

Call now for an appointment
07808 170 280 UK or 00359 878 121136 BG

Find your next property at
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money and gives you greater control 
over the work, but bear in mind it is
hard work so you will need to be able 
to work on the build full-time and, 
unless you have the relevant qualifi -
cations, there are certain aspects of 
the work you will be required to get
qualifi ed professionals to do (such as
electricity and gas work).

It is also important to 
arrange site insurance for 
your build project. A number 
of companies will provide 
insurance for self-builders. 

It is best to make sure it covers you
against theft or vandalism of any ma-
terials or equipment on the site during 
the build process. If you will be having 
a number of tradesmen working on
the site, it is also worth ensuring that
your insurance covers you for public
and employer’s liability in case there
are any accidents on the site.

A structural warranty insures your
home against structural defects for ten
years after it has been completed as
long as the warranty provider is satis-
fi ed that it has been built in accordance
with all the necessary standards.

A warranty is not compulsory, but
lenders often require you to obtain one
as a condition of providing a mortgage 
and it will also be helpful if you wish 
to sell your home within ten years of 
completing it. Warranty providers 
who off er warranties for self-builders 
will have more information on insur-
ance policies for self build projects.

After all is said and done, a new 
build home is the perfect opportunity 
to let your creativity loose and design 
a home just right for you.

From picking out the perfect fl oor-
ing options to installing a warm and 
cosy wood-burning stove, the choice, 
as they say, is yours. 

It doesn’t end there either, remember 
that your garden/outdoor space can 
provide a tranquil setting for relaxa-
tion as well as presenting your home’s 
fi rst impression.

FEATURE

Bidvest Foodservice, a leading 
foodservice provider employing
400 people in Scotland, hosted 
a food and drink event on 10th 
June at its depot in Newbridge.
  Richard Lochhead MSP, Cabi-
net Secretary for Rural Affairs, 
Food and the Environment, and 
Robin Gourlay of the Scottish
Government’s Food Policy team
were guests on the day. 

The theme was ‘Collaboration 
Works’ and the event was
designed to showcase how
companies across Scotland 
have been working together to
develop the availability and dis-
tribution of Scottish products.
The collaboration has been led 
by Bidvest Foodservice, which 
partners both local suppliers 
such as Cobbs Bakery and large 
foodservice operators such as 
CalMac Ferries, as well as work-
ing closely with Scotland Food 
and Drink and Visit Scotland.

John Forteith, Head of Busi-
ness Development at Bidvest
Foodservice Scotland, who 
hosted the event along with 
Jon Mack, General Manager 
Bidvest Foodservice Scotland,
explained: ‘Bidvest Foodservice
is working with Scottish bodies
and local suppliers to create col-
laborative working relationships
across the industry, to help drive 
awareness and promote the
development and distribution
of local Scottish products. As
a leading wholesaler in the UK 
food industry, we believe we 
have an integral role to play and
we’ve put in place a dedicated
resource to ensure local prod-
ucts can reach a wider customer 
base. With our new decentral-
ised structure, in which general
managers manage each of our
regions, bringing decision-mak-
ing closer to our customers, our 
Scottish depots are better placed 
than ever before to support 
smaller producers and connect 
them with local customers.’

Speakers from across the
industry shared their examples 
of collaboration and were then 
given a tour of the facilities 
at Newbridge, followed by a
Scottish buffet which featured
several quality local products 
available through Bidvest Food-
service, ranging from Rannoch 
Smoked Venison to Red Onion
Marmalade from Puffer Foods, 
hand-made on the historic island 
of Easdale.

Willie Cameron, Business
Development Director of 

Highland-based. Cobbs Bakery, 
attended the event to talk about 
the development and growth of 
the bakery in Scotland and the
rest of the UK, aided through 
the companies’ partnership with 
Bidvest Foodservice. Bidvest 
Foodservice has worked with
Cobbs to provide a wider dis-
tribution network and extend 
access to its products. One 
example he gave was the devel-
opment of a muffin for CalMac
Ferries, which has been made 
available to a wider customer 
base through Bidvest Foodser-
vice.  

Willie said: ‘This was an excel-
lent meeting to illustrate to the 
Minister the collaboration going
on behind the scenes in the food 
and drink sector in Scotland, be-
yond just production and supply.  
The meeting also highlighted 
the vital role that a food service 
partner can play in bringing
all parties together to both 
communicate and develop their 
business for the benefit of all.’

Cathy Craig of CalMac Ferries 
gave an insight into the scale of 
CalMac’s day-to-day operations
and spoke about how they work 
closely with the communities
they serve. This included how 
CalMac works with Bidvest 
Foodservice through its regional 
wholesale division, Forteith 
Foodservice, to source and 
promote local Scottish products 
for their vessels. CalMac was the 
first ferry operator to achieve 
the “Taste our Best” accredi-
tation on all its major vessels, 
having made food and drink an 
important part of the customer 
experience and by continuing to 
develop its’ range. The operator 
serves over 25 Scottish brands 
and has developed a “Mariners” 
menu featuring local sourcing 
stories. 

Cathy commented: ‘CalMac 
is proud to serve Scottish
produce on its ferries and work 
with partners such as Bidvest 
Foodservice and Cobbs Bakery 
to showcase Scotland's larder 
to the 4.6m people who travel
with us each year. Becoming
the UK's first ferry company to 
win Visit Scotland's “Taste our 
Best” accreditation would not
have been possible without the 
strong working relationships we 
have built over the years with our 
partners and suppliers.  These 
partnerships enable innovation
and progress and are vital to 
helping the growth of Scotland's 

food and drink industry.”
Janie Neumann, VisitScot-

land Industry Development
Manager, attended the event to 
demonstrate how they have been
working with suppliers to create 
a foodie experience for visitors
to Scotland. 

She said: ‘Food and drink is 
an integral part of the tourism 
experience and it’s fantastic,
particularly during this Year 
of Food and Drink, to see the
benefits strong collaboration by 
those in the supply chain can
bring to all businesses involved. 

‘It was also encouraging to
hear how Cobbs, as a food pro-
ducer, Bidvest as a distributor,
and Calmac as a foodservice
provider are working together to 
meet the growing expectation of 
visitors for quality Scottish food
and drink experiences. 

‘As the success of “Taste Our
Best” - which now boasts almost
700 accredited businesses - has 
shown, both Scots and visitors 
to Scotland want produce that
is of local origin. The Year of 
Food and Drink is a chance to 
celebrate our outstanding nat-
ural larder and diverse dining
options which make a trip to
Scotland so memorable.’

Chief Executive, James With-
ers, of Scotland Food and Drink, 
which is working with companies 
to help small Scottish suppliers 
find a route to market, com-
mented: ‘Bidvest Foodservice
impress with their commitment
to supplying Scottish produce
and their strong regional focus. 
This is a fantastic case of local 
sourcing and the business has 
successfully built strong rela-
tionships with suppliers and 
customers alike.

‘Their approach is invaluable 
and this form of collaboration 
is key to the continued growth
of the food and drink industry 
in Scotland. The food and drink 
offering is inextricably linked to 
the tourism experience and Bid-
vest Foodservice's partnership
with operators such as Calmac 
result in a good experience for
producers and passengers. This
contributes towards Scotland's
growing reputation as a Land
of Food and Drink and helps
achieve the ambitions growth
targets for both the tourism and 
food and drink sectors.’

Following the event, Richard 
Lochhead MSP, highlighted the 
importance of Food and Drink 
to Scotland’s economy. 

He said: ‘Scotland’s booming
food and drink industry is al-
ready worth around £14 billion
a year to the Scottish economy,
and has smashed its growth
targets years ahead of schedule.
But I firmly believe we have only 
scratched the surface of what is
possible, and that we can do even
better.

‘That is why, in our Year of 
Food and Drink, I have chal-
lenged Scotland Food and Drink 
to explore options to help every-
one involved in the sector reap
the benefits of joint working  and
maximising links to boost growth
in the industry. By working more
effectively together and building
on our strengths, we will be able
to seize upon the even greater
success that is within our grasp
as Scotland journeys towards
becoming a Good Food Nation.’

Bidvest Foodservice has been
actively promoting its support
for Scottish-sourced products
and takes part in many showcase
events to promote local products
and source new ones. The com-
pany’s Scottish range continues
to expand as Bidvest Foodser-
vice works with suppliers to
develop local products which
meet local demand in Scotland,
and to provide these products to
a wider customer base through
its distribution network.

Bidvest Foodservice holds food and drink collaboration event

While planning 
permission largely 
focuses on how the 
external structure of 
your home will look, 
to get a building 
warrant you will 
need to show that 
the design of your 
home (both inside 
and outside) will 
meet all the require-
ments of the latest 

Some of the delegates from Meeting Group 2

Delegates at 
the food 

and drink 
event

Richard Lochhead MSP  in front of a 
Bidvest vehicle.
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TO PROMOTE 
YOUR 

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 

568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

Cars
 ......................£4195

 ................................. £3975
 .............................£3750
 ............................£1875

Very Clean Car For Sale On Behalf Of Customer ............................r £1475 ONO
Vans

...
 ....

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 
ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups
single or double cabs, any condition,

runner or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota, 
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no

problem, MOT or not, instant decision,
same day payment. Also light

commercials, vans and pick-ups bought.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and
camper vans, all makes or models
considered.  Also touring caravans

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles,
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
Will collect.

STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE

Telephone 01369 810256

32’x12’, 6 berth, quiet site, 
Loch Long, near Dunoon.

£5,500 including site fees

and full decking.

URGENTLY WANTED

For prompt attention phone 
07845 462755 or 07887 868325

All British & foreign scrap cars, MOT failures, 
4x4s, vans, pick-ups & light commercials

Top prices for the right vehicles
We cover all of Argyll.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes &

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers,
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

Mitsubishi L200

Tel 07900 872588

57,000 miles, genuine
vehicle used as a run
around, will be given one
years MOT prior to sale.
Usual Animal features, air
con, electric windows, 
leather seats, good tyres
front, average tyre rear.

£6000+vat o.n.o.

KUBOTA B7001 4WD compact tractor

Tel 01866 822591 or 07748 038584

16HP diesel, with 

original Kubota

rotovator.

Good running

order.

£1950 + VAT

Stomp 140 Dirtbike

Tel: 01852 314128

Good condition,

lots of upgrades

and regularly 

serviced.

£350

LEXUS 200 SPORT

Tel: 01499 500227 or 07765 002336

2004, 96,000 miles, 

full year MOT.

£2000

Nissan X-Trail Sport DCI

Tel: 01852 300213

5 Door Hatchback,

SG54 MPX, Silver, 

2184cc.,

MOT 08/10/2015,

mileage 131,435.

£1,500 o.n.o.

RENAULT KANGOO AUTHENTIQUE

Tel: 01631 710352 or 07748 342484

Modifi ed by Gowring
Suitable to take a loaded wheelchair 
with another 3 seats.
In good condition with only 4500 
miles on clock. Silver.
First registered in January  2008, with 
a 57 plate.
Has a petrol engine, manual gear box.

Off ers of £2750

Yamaha YZF R6 2001

Tel: 
07977 498 132

19,800 miles, recent

MOT, new tyres, Leo 

Vince Exhaust. 

£2,000

14ft Quicksilver Rib

Tel: 07824 360670

14ft Quicksilver Rib

with 10hp Honda

outboard, trailer 

and accessories.

£1300

2.5 Yamaha, 4 stroke

Tel: 01852 300191

8ft long Yamaha 

infl atable 

(4 person) 250T

£420 o.n.o.

Orkney Fastliner 19 foot 60HP four stroke

Off ers

Tel 01852 314233 (Luing)

With trailer 
(new hubs),
fenders,
boarding
ladder etc.

2003 AUDI A4 AVANT 1.9TDI 130(6 SPD) SE

Tel: 07968152651, 01631 730233

Std SE Spec, plus parking
sensors, cruise control. 
Sport suspension, 4 New 
Toyo tyres, Bosal removable
towbar, full service history, 
mint condition grey

interior, 142k.

£2350 o.n.o.

CITREON Xsara Picasso Desire 2006

KINLOCHLEVEN Mob:  07879 11 82 83

1.6 Petrol Silver. 
 MOT’d Feb 2016.  
Current owner since 
Feb 2011. 
109,000 miles.  
Regularly Serviced.  
New battery.

£790

Willerby 3 bedroom static caravan

Tel: 07979 008622

Perfect for self build.
Well looked after, 
includes all appliances 
and bedding.
Currently near Kilberry, 
must be removed from
site early September at
buyers expense.

£2,500

BETA REV3 200cc Trials Bike

Tel: 01546 605264 or 07788 284383

Has been trialled,

suit novice or

young learner.

£1200 o.n.o.

LOGIC SCRUB BUSTER

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

EX-DEMO LOGIC MFT100
1M CUT B&S 18HP ENGINE 
FLOTATION WHEELS
THIS MACHINES CUTS 
BRACKEN, HEATHER, 
RUSHES ETC.

£4,100 + VAT, 
SAVE OVER £700

ABI 2 BERTH 1997 CARAVAN

For details phone 
01436810544

Mint condition

Fitted with remote mover

PEUGEOT 206

Tel: 01586 551677

2003 model, good runner, 5 door, CD,

air con, 60,550 miles, MOT until 5/16.

£800

Citroen Berlingo Van

01770 600705 ( Arran )

2007, diesel,

31,000 miles,

12 months MOT.

£2300

Saver 650 sport boat

Tel: 01852 300326 or 07947 855941

2006 28 knot max speed with Optimax
150hp Mariner outboard, professionally
maintained and serviced. Sleeps two in
cabin with new upholstery. Electric sea
toilet and anchor windlass, water pump,
transome shower. Garmin chart plotter,
depth, VHF, CD/Radio. 4 wheel road
trailer in good condition. Ready to go.

£16,000

Fishing Boat  VIMAR

£2,100

Tel 01770 830 643 or 07590335710

4.2 m  Open Boat 
and Trailer. Includes 
an Anchor, Chain,
Rope and Oars. 
Ideal for inshore and
lochs.
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W.D. Semple
FIND USVISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995* Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms
USED CARS

64 Dacia Logan Lauréate DCi estate, black, delivery mileage ......................... £10,850
64 Dacia Duster Ambiance, DCi 4x4, Grey, 150 miles ................................... £13,750
64 Dacia Sandero Laureate, 5 Dr HB, black 120 miles ..................................... £9,650
14 Renault Captur Dyn Medianav, DCi 1.5 Ivor, Delivery Mileage .................. £15,250
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles ................................................................... £6,700
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles ........................................ £13,950
13 Dacia Duster 4x4 Laureate, silver, 11,000 miles ........................................ £12,750
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles ................................................ £6,250
62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ............................ £9,450
62 Citroen C3 Picasso, vtr + hdi, green, 12,000 miles ..................................... £8,500
62 Renualt Clio dyn t/tom, 1.2,  5dr white, 17,000 Miles ................................. £6,950
62 Kia Picanto Auto, 5 Dr Hatchback, White, 4200 Miles ................................ £6,750
61 Renault Megane EXP DCi Est, 1.4, Grey, 35000 Miles ................................. £6,950
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 58,000 miles ........... £5,750
11 Renault Scenic, 1.6 DYN, Tom Tom, bronze, 40,000 miles,  ........................ £6,950
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles .......................... £6,500
59 Suzuki Grande Vitara SZ4, 2.3 grey 58,000 miles  ....................................... £6,750
08 Landrover Freelander TD4 2.2 Diesel, Silver ............................................... £8,750
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles ................................................ £3,000
06 BMW 3.8 ES, 2ltr Silver ............................................................................... £5,250
54 Honda Jazz S .3 Auto, Black, 46,000 Miles ................................................. £3,250

COMMERCIALS

64 Renault Kangoo Van, ML19 DCi 75, 100miles ....................................£8,950+VAT
12 Renault Kangoo in White, Choice of 3 ............................................................POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles ................................£4,650+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van ...............................................................£8,000 plus VAT
09 Ford Transit 85 t260, white, 65,000 miles ..........................................£5,250+VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White ...............................................................£8,000+VAT
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Unions promote farm renewables

Farming

Following a recent meeting in Birmingham, the UK farming
unions are calling upon the UK government and devolved 
administrations to do all they can to unlock the huge potential 
contribution of land-based renewables to UK energy security – 
including solar, wind, mini-hydro, anaerobic digestion and other 
forms of sustainable bioenergy.
  In a joint statement, NFU Scotland, NFU, Ulster Farmers Un-
ion and NFU Cymru are calling on politicians to recognise the 
substantial diversification income opportunity that renewable
energy represents in support of profitable agricultural produc-
tion. 
  In the run-up to November’s international climate talks in Par-
is, the unions believe that is vital that governments acknowledge 
this unique capacity within the agricultural sector for tackling 
climate change.  
  To help realise the full potential within the industry, the unions
are asking their respective governments to:

• Deliver a transparent and consistent planning framework 
for new renewable energy installations.

• Make a clear distinction between ‘farm wind’ and ‘wind 
farms’, in order to help our members continue diversifying 
and supporting their businesses with locally generated
renewable electricity.

• Ensure that each and every farm can become a net energy 
exporter, by finding smart ways to reduce the need for 
additional network capacity and offering more flexible 
connection terms.

An anonymous Scottish cattle and sheep farm will take part in a new 
Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) project which aims to lift the business’
net margin performance from ‘average’ to ‘top 25 per cent’.

The initiative will monitor, over a three-year period, the changes
introduced to the management of the farm to boost performance to 
the level of the top category of performers identified in the Enterprise 
Costings publication produced each year by QMS.

The identity of the farm will not be revealed in the project, but the
lessons learnt along the way will be shared by QMS with the Scottish 
farming community. The project will be delivered by SAC Consult-
ing, part of SRUC, Scotland’s rural college.

Among the areas which will be considered on the cattle side of the 
average-performing farm selected are: fertility levels (over 10 per cent 
of cows on the unit are currently barren); losses at calving; numbers 
reared, health and welfare and bedding costs.

The initial phase of the project will review how the farm compares
with QMS Enterprise Costing results for top quartile farms, so that
the target areas where improvements are needed can be focused on.

The early data collection phase will review the farm’s fertility and 
calving results and numbers reared over past few years. Forage and
soil analysis will be undertaken along with the metabolic profiling of 
a number of cows and grass growth monitoring will also take place.

Tiree Show 2015 - 

judges

Cattle:
Mr Doug Davidson, Shinsharnie
Farm, Huntly
Pure bred sheep:
Mr John McLachlan, Kildalloig, 
Campbeltown

Cross bred sheep, prime
lambs, blackface sheep:
Mr Alastair Aitken, Traprain
Farm, Haddington
Poultry:
Mr George Campbell, Tigh na
H-aibhne, Taynuilt
Heavy horses:
Mr John McLatchie, 1 Moy
Holding, Campbeltown

Light horses and ponies:
Mr John McLatchie, 1 Moy
Holding, Campbeltown
Pets:
Mr and Mrs Douglas McRobbie, 
Pennycross, Killin
Tractors:
To be confi rmed

Home industries:
Judges will also judge visitors’
sections
Handcrafts:
Mrs Ann Davidson, Shinsharnie
Farm, Huntly
Produce:
Mrs Liz Kerr, Heanish,
Isle of Tiree

Children’s section:
Mrs Morven Campbell, Tigh na
H-aibhne, Taynuilt
Horticulture:
Mrs Cath Kennedy, Port na
Bhata, Sandaig, Isle of Tiree
Presentation of prizes:
Mrs Nancy MacKechnie,
Crossapol, Isle of Tiree

HOPING for better weather
than the previous week’s music 
festival on the island, Tiree 
Show chairman, Iain MacInnes,
appears confident.

‘We haven’t had a wet show day 
since 1996,’ he recalled, ‘except
one year when it rained in the
morning and dried up later.’

The farmer from Ruaig is 
more concerned, however, that 
the 2015 summer has so far
disappointed. In common with
most of the human population,
cattle and sheep from around
the island have not enjoyed the
cool, wet and dull weather. Grass 
has failed to thrive and nobody 
is happy with rain on their backs.

‘It’s been a bit of a struggle
getting folk to enter livestock, 
because they don’t feel the ani-
mals are looking their best,’ said 
Iain.

‘But at least it’s the same for 
everyone entering this show,
which is confined to the island of 
Tiree.’

Iain might be mildly concerned 
that the standards set by the
stockmen might not be reached, 
but a high quality turnout of 
stock is nonetheless sure to line 
up at Tiree Rural Centre tomor-
row (Friday July 24), come rain,
hail, sunshine or snow.

The farming community, as 
it always, does, rallied round
and a good number of entries 
came forward, with around 40
cattle and 100 sheep entered
across commercial and pedigree 
classes. 

Mrs Nancy MacKechnie, Cros-
sapol, will present the prizes to

the winners.
But Tiree Show is about much

more than cows and sheep. There 
will be heavy horse and light 
pony classes, poultry, a pet show
and, of course, the ever-popular 
home industries and produce 
sections. Tiree Pipe Band will 
provide musical entertainment.

But, without doubt, the star 
attraction at this year’s show 
will be The Clan cycle stunt 
team, formed four years ago
by YouTube sensation, Danny 
Macaskill, who will bring their 
daring stunt show to Tiree.

And between stunt shows, any 
kids who want to hone their 
skills will be able to ride their
bikes with the stunt team - with 
the chance for two young stars
to ride away with their own Clan
stunt team T-shirts.

Winding down after the show 
is never a problem at Tiree, with
the show dance at An Talla an
annual highlight. This year late
night revellers can dance away 
the evening to the stunning 
sound of local band, Trail West.

‘It’s traditionally the biggest
event every year on the island, a 
real community effort’, said Iain.

‘I would encourage people to 
come and enjoy the day.’

Thinking a little more about his 
earlier statement, he concluded:
‘I hope the weather’s good for 
this year and I haven’t tempted 
fate . . .’

Tiree Show will be held on
Friday July 24 at Tiree Rural
Centre, with the showground
opening at 8.30am. Judging
starts at 10.30am.

A great day out on Tiree, 
whatever the weather…

Exceptional displays in last year’s horticultural section. 2014 Clydesdale champion, Major, shown by Mary Flora MacDonald, Roadside.

Tiree vet, Patrick Boyd, produced last year’s supreme cattle champion.

New project 
targets top
performance

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Sunart & District Agricultural Society Show
& Family Fun Day Out

Saturday 8th August 2015

Judging Commences 9.30am

Sheep, Cattle, Dog show & Local
Crafts, Highland Dancing, James Dylan

Stuntworld motor cycle stunt team
Open to public by Pipe Band at 12.30pm
Entry: Adults £ 5.00, Children & Conc £3

Family Concessions.

An Argyll project is
among nine successful
enterprises to share
grants totalling £60,710
from the latest round of 
Community Food Fund
(CFF) applications.

As part of the Scottish 
G o ve r n m e nt- f u n d e d 
three year Think Local
project, the CFF sup-
ports schemes and events
around Scotland which 
encourage people to ap-
preciate and access local 
produce.

The projects to receive
funding have come from
all over the country and
range from small-scale
localised projects to
larger national initiatives. 

They include a project
to support farm shops
and the Scottish Borders
Food and Drink Network.

Among the successful
applicants was the Loch-
gilphead-based Blarbuie
Roots project, part of the
Blarbuie Woodland en-
terprise, which received
£3,500.

This project aims to
create a community 
growing space that will
see the use of raised
beds and polytunnels to
produce salads and other
food crops for the benefit
of all.

Blarbuie Woodland
promotes health im-
provement initiatives
and works with people
with poor mental health
and those disadvantaged
as a result of drugs and/
or alcohol addiction. To
date, most of this work 
has centred around the

management of an NHS 
estate woodland near the
Argyll and Bute Hospital, 
Lochgilphead.

In a recent initiative, 
however, an area of land 
that was previously the
hospital bowling green
has been developed, with 
grant funding support, 
into a space for growing 
food crops.

Food secretary, Richard
Lochhead, said: ‘It’s 
encouraging that so many 
communities are working 
towards getting access to
and enjoying the fresh,
seasonal nutritious local 
food and drink we pro-
duce here in Scotland.

‘During the Year of 
Food and Drink, it is
particularly essential that 
people take advantage
of our fantastic natural 
larder in order to achieve 
our ambition of becoming
a Good Food Nation.’

Argyll food project wins grant funding

Fresh herbs and
vegetables from the 
Blarbuie Roots initiative, 
off ered for sale at a
recent open day.

OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk
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Scottish Equestrian year 2015
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

71

FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 
TREC CHAMPION DAVID

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURNA

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height 

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’ 

Blazingtraill

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Atlas Copco Construction 
and Mining

Field Service Engineer
Atlas Copco are currently looking for a Field Service
Engineer to cover Northern Scotland to carry out
servicing and maintenance on customer machines.
We are looking for someone with experience of 
servicing mining and construction that is self-
motivated with the ability to work individually and 
as part of a team. The successful candidate would
receive a comprehensive career offer.

To apply please send you CV quoting reference 
PHAW-9XSCFX to human.resources@
uk.atlascopco.com or Human Resources, Atlas
Copco, Swallowdale Lane, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts, HP2 7EA.

  Closing Date: 31st July 2015

JOB 1 - Trainee Accountant.  The candi-
date should be a college leaver or graduate 
with a desire to train as an accountant.
JOB 2 - Qualified/Part Qualified Accountant
or person experienced in accounting 
procedures to work in our expanding Oban 
office.
Please apply by email to dg@raclement.co.uk,
attaching your C.V. or in writing to Mr. 
Duncan Grout, R A Clement 
Associates, 5 Argyll Square, 
OBAN PA34 4AZ.
www.raclement.co.uk

R A Clement 
Associates

Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors

North Argyll Eventide Home Association Limited

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Tel. 01631 562168

Domestic Vacancy
6 month contract 30hrs £7.46 per hr.

For an application form contact
Manager Morag Telfer 01631 562168

Site Supervisor (Lochaber)

Donald McLean Contractors

360° OPERATOR, ,
GROUNDWORKER &

APPRENTICE
Donald McLean Contractors require one 

experienced 360° operator, one experienced
groundworker and one apprentice roads and 
streetworks operative to work predominantly

in and around South Argyll.

Apply in writing only to
mcleandonald@btconnect.com to receive 
more information on terms and conditions.

We are looking to recruit 

CARE ASSISTANTS
to join our existing skilled team. 

Full time and part time hours available.

KITCHEN ASSISTANT
40 hours over a 2 week period. 8am-6pm.

Please contact Louise Glasgow,
Home Manager, for an application form

for more information.

UNIT MANAGER
Required to compliment our existing skilled team.

You must have a flexible approach to shift 
pattern and be able to work weekends.

Excellent rate of pay depending on experience.

We also require NURSES 
to enhance our skilled team.

Flexible approach to working required
Good rates of pay and a variety of hours.

Further skill based training available if required
£14.50 - £16.00 per hour

Please contact the Louise Glasgow
Home Manager for application form

or further information. Tel: 01631  720278

Argyll College UHI Ltd provides access to a range of educational opportunities.
We are now recruiting for the following part time tutoring posts:  

Business Studies
and business management, from NC to HND level.  Previous experience of teaching would be 
preferable.  Delivery will be through videoconferencing and online support, so applicants need to 

be comfortable with teaching technologies, although training will be provided. 
This post can be located in any of our centres across Argyll.

Initially required to cover maternity leave between December 2015 and June 2016, with the 
possibility of a longer-term position.  Applications are encouraged from those who specialise in 
selected subjects from the list above, and hours are available from 2 hours upwards per week.

We are also recruiting for tutors to teach a range of schools link programmes to S4-6 
school pupils between August 2015 and May 2016.  Suitable applicants will possess 

experience in and knowledge of the subject area they are tutoring.  

Higher Psychology - based in Tobermory High School

Construction – based in Campbeltown
Tutors are expected to follow standard college administrative procedures and policies. Payment 

£22.21 per hour plus an hourly payment
in lieu of annual leave of £4.16, giving a total hourly rate of £26.37

Successful candidates will be subject to an application to join Disclosure Scotland Protecting 
Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. An application pack for these posts can be downloaded from 

the vacancies section of our website at: www.argyllcollege.ac.uk

All applications must be made on the Argyll College application form. 
Please send/email completed application forms to:

Lorna McDonald, Argyll College UHI Ltd, Glenshellach Business Park,
Oban PA34 4RY or e-mail: lorna.mcdonald@uhi.ac.uk
Closing date for applications is Friday 7th August

ARE LOOKING TO RECRUIT A:

MASTER
Due to retirement we are looking for a Master for 
our 712gt vessel, based on the west coast of Scotland.
Applicants must have CoC/CEC Master (3000gt
near coastal) and a valid ENG 1 medical, along with 
extensive ship handling.
The work pattern is circa. 28 days on / 28 days off.
For information on any other opportunities on board 
our vessels or to state your interest in any future
vacancies, please contact Human Resources.
If you would like to apply for this position please 
contact Human Resources:
Integrated Freight Facility, Annat, Corpach, 
PH33 7NN T: 01397 773840 
E: hr@fergusontransport.co.uk

Ferguson Transport 
& Shipping

Argyll College UHI provides a range of further and
higher education opportunities. 

We would like to recruit the following post in our 
Lochgilphead centre:

Assistant Centre Manager 
– part time

We are looking for a dynamic and enthusiastic
person who will provide information, guidance
and support to students as well as assisting 
with the administration of the centre in line
with college policy and procedures. Excellent
written and verbal communication skills, a sound 

administrative skills are essential requirements of 
the post. The highest quality service to students
and customers is of prime importance to the 

college.

and will involve some evening work.  The salary is 
£18,856.18 (pro rata)

The successful applicant will be subject to an
application to join Disclosure Scotland Protecting

Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme.

An application form and job description can be 
found on the vacancies section of our website

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk

All applications must be made on the Argyll
College application form.  Please send/email 

completed application form to: 

Lorna McDonald, Argyll College UHI Ltd,
Glenshellach Business Park, Oban PA34 4RY

or e-mail lorna.mcdonald@uhi.ac.uk

The closing date for applications is 
Friday 7th August 2015

Farms Manager
Loch Etive, nr Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group,
is the largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our 
Marine and Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, 
England and Ireland.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualified and highly 
motivated individual to undertake the role of Farms Manager for our 
five seawater farms on Loch Etive, nr Taynuilt.
As Farms Manager you will be fully responsible for the day to
day planning, running and reporting of all five farms, 25 staff and 
producing >3,000t annually of 5.5kg Rainbow Trout (Steelhead).
Reporting to the Production Manager, the successful candidate will 
already be a Farm Manager within the aquaculture industry, or an 
experienced Assistant Manager who is keen to progress in management.
Essential skills will require the demonstrable aptitude for managing 
and motivating personnel plus an ability for developing site 
infrastructure and establishing best farming practice, with first class
planning and organisation abilities and a high degree of computer 
literacy. In addition, applicants should have a full driving license
and be prepared to undertake travel as required.
Depending on experience, we offer an attractive salary package
along with the opportunity to develop your management career
within a company at the forefront of UK trout farming.  Our production
in Loch Etive is expected to double within the next 2-3 years with
the re-development of existing sites and the further potential for 
opening new production in a separate geographic region(s).
Assistance with relocation may be available.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your
CV, by Thursday 13th August 2015, to:
Jane McCusker, HR Advisor, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd,
Bothwellpark Industrial Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Office
01698 810008, E-mail: jane.mccusker@dawnfresh.co.uk
Informal enquires can be made to Gideon Pringle, Mobile 07747
487232, E-mail gideon.pringle@dawnfresh.co.uk

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE

MARINE ENGINEER
We currently have a vacancy in our busy 
workshop team for a Marine engineer. Working
as part of our existing team undertaking a variety 
of engineering operations applicants should have 
experience with modern marine diesel engines, 
petrol outboards and general marine systems. 
Electronic, electrical, welding and machine shop
skills would all be beneficial. All relevant experience 
considered.
For further details and applications forms please 

contact Mark Cameron.
ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE

Ardfern, By Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN.
mark@ardfernyacht.co.uk 01852 500 247

Selling well established and popular products.
Hours 9-5 - part time also available.

We offer full training - no experience necessary.

Basic from £16k to £25k + plus bonus.
Full employment benefits.
Immediate start available.

Please reply in writing to to Box No 09,
c/o The Oban Times,

Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

OBAN
Sales Agents required 

for local company

JOB SEARCH
German girl 

(18) with good
english wants 
au pair work 
in Scotland

from August to 
September.

Tel: 01586 553804

Coxswain
Glensanda Quarry, Oban
Attractive salary & comprehensive benefits

To advertise in the Oban Times 
recruitment section call 01631 568000
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public notices

Closing date: 7 August 2015.

To apply visit our website

Cleaner
£12,501 - £13,292 (pro rata)
Craignure Police Station, Isle of Mull Ref: CTF00505
4 hours per week on a permanent basis
The Council applies the Living Wage of £7.85 per hour to this post
☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please 

quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01280/PPP Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses Achamore Fionnphort Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA66 6BL 

Sub Post Office
Bunessan Isle of Mull

15/01838/PPP Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses Beachview Benderloch Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA37 1QP 

Sub Post Office
Connel

15/01889/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation 
of septic tank

Land South West of Collieveneach 
Fasnacloich Appin Argyll and Bute 
PA38 4BJ 

Sub Post Office
Connel

15/01983/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse. 
(revised location to that indicated on 
planning permission in principle
14/02799/PPP)

Land Northwest of Ashlea Croft
Drive Oban Argyll and Bute

Oban Area Office

15/01968/PP Siting of Transportable Treatment Unit,
formation of vehicular access and
associated works

Land Off A849 And Adjoining 
Craignure Water Treatment 
Works Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01937/LIB Re-roofing of church Church North Connel Oban Argyll
and Bute PA37 1RF 

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/01870/PP Change of use from (class 1) shop to mixed
use (class 1 and 2) - organic health shop 
and therapy centre.

10-12 Shore Street Bowmore Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute PA43 7LB

Bowmore Area Office
Isle of Islay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD.

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

First Registration 
Of A Croft

John MacLean has 
registered their croft at 
7 Treslaig, Ardgour on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.  Any person 
who wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by February 
2016.  Details of the
registration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.gov.
uk/register/home.  The 
croft registration number 
is A0128.

Proposed Let of a
Grazings Share

The Scottish Ministers’ are 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to let a vacant  grazing 
share in Anaheilt Common
Grazing, Sunart Estate
to Duncan Cameron,
5 Burnside, Strontian, 
Argyll. If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township, or if 
the Commission consider 
that you have a direct 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofting
Commission, Great Glen
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW

Proposed Let of a 
Grazings Share

The Scottish Ministers’ 
are applying to the 
Crofting Commission for 
consent to let a vacant  
grazing share in Anaheilt 
Common Grazing, Sunart 
Estate, to Julie Traynor, 
28 Anaheilt,Strontian, 
Argyll.If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township, or if 
the Commission consider 
that you have a direct 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen
House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION
OF COMMON GRAZINGS

The Crofting Commission
have registered the
following Common
Grazings on the Crofting 
Register held by the
Registers of Scotland.

Balemartine Common
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number:
CG164

Caolis Common Grazings,
Tiree
Registration Number:
CG170

Cornaigbeg Common
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number:
CG166

Gott Common Grazings,
Tiree
Registration Number:
CG167

Greenhill Common
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number:
CG173

Hough (East End)
Common Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number:
CG169

Hough (West) Common
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number:
CG174

West Hynish Common
Grazings, Tiree
Registration Number:
CG175

Any person who wishes to
challenge the registration
may appeal to the Scottish
Land Court.  The appeal
must be brought within 9
months from the date of this
advert and should be made
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING
APPLICATIONS 

Dr & Mrs Overnell
The Croft, Kilmore, Kilmore
& Kilbride
0.159 ha - Existing house site 
4.86.58164

D A Macalister Hall & M J 
Macalister Hall
Camusine, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart
0.0057 ha – Site of an 
existing septic tank
4.86.55210

Comments can be made to
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting
community within the 
locality of the land, within
28 days of the date of this 
newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road,
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

Mrs E A MacDonald Gray & 
others
8 Inveroy, Kilmonivaig
0.137 ha - Croft house site
and garden ground 
4.85.55794
Conditions: 3a,4

Conditions:
(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
 (4) That fence shall 
be maintained in good
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days.  Application 15/02688/LBC is 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/02318/FUL

15/02425/FUL

15/02491/FUL

15/02593/FUL

15/02688/LBC

15/02701/FUL

15/02711/FUL

Development  Address

Land to South of
Surgery, Lochaber Road,
Kinlochleven

Site 110m North East of
Corran Beag, Onich, Fort
William

Land 90m NE of Kilchoan
Public Toilets, Pier Road, 
Kilchoan

Land 50m East of Garage
House, Onich

Glencoe House Hotel,
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Land adjacent to Mo
Dhachaidh, Ormsaigbeg,
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Land to North East of
Letterfinlay Lodge Hotel,
Spean Bridge

Proposal Description

Erect house and detached garage

Erection of house

Installation of pontoon

12no. houses (3no. blocks of 4no.
houses)

Internal alterations to form new
kitchens and additional guest
accommodation

Retrospective planning permission
for 5 hardstandings for motor homes
and campsite for twenty pitches

Proposed 8no. apartments

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED
ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF 
AUTHORISATION

ETIVE EAST (ETIVE 2) MARINE CAGE FISH FARM,
LOCH ETIVE

An application has been made to the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) by Dawnfresh Farming Ltd to vary 
water use licence number CAR/L/1022266 authorising the 
carrying on of a controlled activity at, near or in connection 
with Etive East (Etive 2) Marine Cage Fish Farm, as follows: 

Description of Change Waters National grid
to Controlled Activity  affected reference

The addition of chemical  Loch Etive  NN 0230 3310
therapeutants to the discharge 
of effluent from the cages.

SEPA considers that the above change(s) to a controlled 
activity may have an impact on water environment and on the
interests of other users of the water environment. 

A copy of the application and any accompanying information 
may be inspected free of charge, at the SEPA Registry below, 
between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (except 
local and national holidays). Alternatively, the application may 
be viewed on SEPA’s website at: http://www.sepa.org.uk/
regulations/consultations/advertised-applications-under-car/ 

Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having 
an interest in, the application may make representations to 
SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning with the date of this 
advertisement, at the following address, quoting reference 
number CAR/L/1022266:

Registry Department, SEPA, Dingwall office, Graesser 
House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall, IV15 9XB

Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days 
of this advertisement will be taken into consideration in 
determining whether or not to grant the application.

Before determining the application, SEPA will:

carrying on of the activity or activities;

aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected;

of that impact and of any indirect environmental effects that 
have been identified; 

benefits of the activity;

the interests of other users of the water environment;

sustainable water use’; and

SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application.

West of Scotland Area Services
– Oban Saturday Club

Autism Support Workers 
Permanent Part Time – 6 hours per week or

fortnightly
Casual Opportunities also available

 £14,718 - £15,392 pro rata
£7.73 per hour for Casual

Reference:  SA/216
We have exciting opportunities within our 
Saturday Club and Evening Outreach Services 
for enthusiastic and committed Support Workers 
with an interest in developing a career working 
with individuals on the Autism Spectrum.
To download an application form or for more
information please visit our website www.
scottishautism.org
Closing Date:  04 August 2015

We offer excellent pay and real career
progression and benefits including BUPA,
holidays to 35 days (Scale), realistic targets and
achievable bonus - most sales staff receive
regular monthly bonuses.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain lasting 
business relationships, and you will benefit from
on-going training, first class support, job stability
and the opportunity to work for a professional
company that believes in rewarding success and
effort. A full driving licence is essential.
If you want to be part of the progressive new 
sales department, please submit CV and
covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Due to a
reorganisation
of the sales
department and
staff changes
within the company 
we are looking for
sales staff at all 
levels.

Sales vacancies - Oban

cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
our Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 

A NEW 

84-PAGE
WHISKY 
MAGAZINE

Free

AVAILABLE IN SELECTED WHISKY MERCHANTS & BARS

caskandstillmagazine.co.uk



 POWER TOOLS
RYOBI PETROL CHAIN SAW 
Brand new never used Ryobi 
40cc 16 inch petrol chain saw. 
This item is in custom hard 
case and original packaging. 
Inverary   £90 Telephone 
07551 747263.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATIONERY 
Design and printing of 
letterheads, comp slips and 
business cards, for a hassle 
free service contact Krisp Print   
Telephone 01586554975.
THANK YOU CARDS  New 
Baby or Wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day. 
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print   
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TRAILERS

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP MET-
AL we uplift scrap cars, copper,
brass, lead etc.  Smaller quan-
tities considered   Telephone 
07435 589701.

 DOMESTIC PETS

LABRADOR DOG PUPPIES 
yellow and black, ready to go 

Trial Winner Caper Countess -
bred for temperament, suitable 
pet/gun dog   £450 Telephone 
07780 791837.
LABRADOR PUPS fox red 
and yellow, parents and grand-
parents can be seen.  All hip
scored, eyes clear and elbows.
Ready from 18th July    £500
Telephone 01290 338747 ².
LHASA APSO PUPS  1 female,
2 males. Telephone after 4 pm
for price   Telephone 07837
239459 ².

 FIREARMS
SHOTGUN Rizzini 12 bore
over and under multi choke
shotgun, hardly used. Buyer 
must have a shotgun licence  
£350 Telephone 07767 
306086.

 FURNITURE
BLACK GLASS TV STAND
brand new, 3 shelves, size 
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O
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

WHISKY TRADING

CHIMNEY SERVICES

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

REMOVALS

BLINDS

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL
SELL
LOCAL

TRADE
LOCAL

SWAP
LOCAL

£

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PHOTOGRAPHY

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD
QUALITY S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY

LEADING MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

OBAN BLINDS

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812
www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com
15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical
work undertaken

Member ofMember of

• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY 

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING
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YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 20 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................

DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Fill in the form below and hand it in to any of our offices with 
your chosen image (details below)

ACCORDIAN

Telephone 01631 568000

Antique accordian.
Still plays a grand tune. 

£300 
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SELL WITH AS
PHOTO FOR

ONLY £15.50

FOOT CLINIC

LaLaauLauLaLa ra MMonsalsalsalsalalalvevevevevev

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner
B.Sc NNNNNNursursursursursursur ing SAC DDDDDDDDip FHP

Do you suffer from Corns, Callus/Hard Skin, Cracked Do you suffer from Cornsssss, Ca,, Ca,, Ca,, llusllus/HHHarHHH/HHH d Skin, Cracked

Heels, Thick toe nails, Orrr urrr nable to cut your nails?

For professional foot care in the comfort of your own homeor professional foot care innnn ththethe coco fmfmfomfm rt of your own hom
I can visit you in Obban anan andandand sususurrounding areas.

Call us: 07791480312

CHINESE 
CRESTED 
PUPPIES

  Telephone 01583 431431

Fully pedigree, all had jabs, fleed
and wormed, mother can be seen. 

One boy with a fabulous playful 
temperament, two girls (gold) 

powder-puff, wonderfully playful, 
soft and fluffy, loves cuddles

£600 each

LUXURY 2 X 2 
TOILET UNIT

  Telephone 07799 536234

Four years old, excellent
condition inside and out, 

selfcontained unit with foot 
operated flush, please call

for more info
£7000

ONLINE AUCTION

 AGRICULTURE
500MM BALE WRAP  7 packs 
available, Glenbarr, price per 
pack ono   £40 Telephone
01583 421208.

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BRASS WALL PLAQUE large 
plaque, Edward V11 Corona-
tion in 1937, very good condi-
tion, bargain   £10 Telephone
01631 564578.
ETCH PRINTS OF OBAN 
framed, colour and black and 
white, various sizes, from   £10
Telephone 01631 564578.

AUDIO EQUIPMENT
BOSS VOCAL EFFECTS UNIT 
Boss VE20 harmoniser and vo-
cal effects unit,30 presets and 
30 user patches. As new boxed 
complete with manual and 
power supply  £125 Telephone 
07443 606870.

 BICYCLES
MAN'S BICYCLE Falcon all 
terrain man's bike, 18 gears, 
vgc. Ballachulish   £30 Tele-
phone  07776 027025.

 BUILDING / DIY
BENCH PLANER THICK-
NESSER    12'' bench wood 
planer for sale. Excellent

stand and rollers. Made by A-Z
Tools, model C2-125   £200 
Telephone 01866 822634.
CUPA 3 SLATES surplus to 
requirements, 800 of 30x20 at 
25p each and 100 of 30x30
at 60p each, or £220 the lot  
Telephone 01546 602420.

CAR ACCESSORIES

mats. Charcoal/black, as new,
Oban area   £10 Telephone 
07919 246199 ².

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250
BRAKE DISCS Delphi BG2407
284 diameter Vented   £35
Telephone 01546 605251.
SPARE TYRE Pirelli temporary 
spare tyre on rim, never used
Radial 125/80 R15 4 stud suit
Ford Focus, also B/new Jack   
£30 Telephone 01631 563188 .
SUZUKI VITARA deep dish
5 spoke alloy tyres X 4, size
235 R 60 x16   £99 Telephone
01499 500621 or 07881
674301.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES
MONSOON DRESS Beautiful
classy navy with white pinpoint
spots pleated shirt with tucked
top chiffon sleeveless  34 inch
bust size 12 5ft4   £20 Tele-
phone 01631 720369.
NEW NAVY SATIN SHOES
Boxed size 5 Ruched front
with diamante clasp, 2 3/4 inch
heel, beautiful and comfortable  
£20 Telephone 01631 720369.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

COMPUTER TABLE Wooden,
two shelves plus pullout
for keyboard. Open back
for cables. Good condition.
Surplus to requirements   £15
Telephone 01631 720377.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BOSCH VACUUM CLEANER
Bosch vacuum cleaner Airfresh
system 2000 w.  Little used  
£30 Telephone 01631 563396.
DYSON  good condition   £40
Telephone 01499 500621 or 
07881 674301.
DYSON DC14 ALL FLOORS
works great, good condition,
got all tools   £80 Telephone
01586 820487.

42", Lochgilphead   £50 ono 
Telephone 01546 602050.
NINE TABLES  Suitable for 
Village or Church Hall, good 
condition, Buyer to collect   £90 
Telephone 01855 811322.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

COMPACT CALOR GAS 
HEATER On casters. Two 

about 90% full.  Very good 
safe condition. With instruction 

720377.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue & Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet.
Contact Krisp Print   Telephone 
01586554975.
POPULAR PATCHWORK 
good number of popular patch-
work magazines, excellent 
conditions, full with patterns 
and designs   £1 each Tele-
phone 01852 300154.
QUILTING & PATCHWORK 
Good number of quilting & 
patchwork magazines, full with 
patterns & designs, excellent 
conditions   £1 each Telephone 
01852 300154.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

TOSHIBA TELEVISION 26" 
digital TV, very good condition   
£50 Telephone 01852 300218.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

FLOOR STANDING PHOTO 
FRAME 42 Print Aperture 
Photo Frame Black. Argos 
624/0273 Brand New cost 

tended room will sell for   £15 
Telephone 01631 565143.

WALL CLOCK wood wall clock 
with chimer, very good con-
dition   £50 Telephone 01852 
300218.

 HOME OFFICE
EXECUTIVE DESK measures: 
725x1500x800mm, excellent
condition, with 3 drawers right-

leftside   £65 Telephone 01852 
300154.

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BRASS JEELY PAN  One
small brass jeely pan for sale   
£15 Telephone 07810 577109.
KITCHEN WORKTOP  Full
3 metre length, black mottled
kitchen worktop. New, still in
wrapper. Ballachulish   £20 
Telephone 07776 027025.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

INFLATABLE KAYAK two 
person Sevylor Columbus 

condition, with two seats, two 
paddles, pump, (Oban)   £75
Telephone 01631 358473.

LIVESTOCK
HENS mixed, laying hens, 
Dalmally   £4 each Telephone 
07766 624438.
PULLETS  Skye pure pullets
black or brown   Telephone
01470 572213.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers,
beaches and mountains.
Places include: Stirling, Fort
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso,
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and

Dryburgh. Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at home
or abroad. Order on-line at
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar.
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk, 

 MISCELLANEOUS
WHELK POTS  Lay down 
whelk pots, made to order.  
Excellent quality, low prices. 
Contact for more information   
Telephone 07783 596725.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CARRIER FOR KAYAK
Malone Auto Loader X.  J"s 
and removable loading ramp.
J's attach to car roof bars (not 
provided). Oban area    £60
Telephone 07919 246199 ².
GOLF - ZEBRA PUTTER
Zebra putter plus 15 new golf 
balls   £10 Telephone 07919
246199.
GOLF CLUBS new Dunlop golf 
clubs with stand, bag unused, 
bargain   £70 Telephone 01631
564578.
KAYAK Ocean Kayak Venus
11, sit on top, compete with 
Ainsworth oar and life jacket. 
Suit lady, Oban area   £350 
Telephone 07919 246199 ².
LADIES GOLF CLUBS How-
son midsize for lady or youth, 3 
5 7 9 P SW putter W1&3, bag,
trolley, loads extra's, Oban 
area   £55 Telephone 07919 
246199 ².

RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN 
looking for residential caravan
to buy or rent   Telephone 
07581 249392.
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Donations always 
gratefully accepted

y

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn,
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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DEATHS
BOOTMAN - Peacefully 
at home on Thursday, July 
16, 2015, Andrew Bootman.
Loving and much loved
husband of Sue. Funeral
Service will be held at
Inverness Crematorium
on Tuesday, July 28, 2015 
at 2.30 pm. Enquires to 
John McLellan Funeral
Directors Tel 01397 702128.
MACCOLL - Peacefully at 
home on Wednesday, July 
15, 2015, Hugh MacColl,
Leacantuim Farm, Glencoe.
A loving partner of 53 years
to Kathleen. A private
funeral was held at Hugh’s 
request. Arrangements by 
John McLellan Funeral
Directors. 
MACDONALD - Peacefully 
at the Belford Hospital, Fort
William on July 14, 2015, 
Jimmy aged 89 years, beloved
husband of Susie, dear father
of Marion, Alex, Jimmy, Joe
and Margaret, a much loved
father-in-law, grandfather
and great grandfather. 
The funeral service took 
place at St Johns, Caol on 
Monday, July 20 with a retiral
collection for Mosspark 
Residents Fund. Sorely 
missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GRANT - The family of the 
late Alistair Grant would
like to thank all relatives
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
extended to them by cards 
and phone calls in the recent 
loss of their brother and uncle.
Special thanks to all staff at 
Ward 1, Belford Hospital
who cared for Alistair in his
last illness.  Special thanks 
to Rev. Morag Muirhead for
a comforting service, to May 
MacIntyre for lovely organ 
music and to Mike McFall
and his staff for efficient 
funeral arrangements. To
Shona for the beautiful
flowers and the Moorings 
Hotel for refreshments.
Finally, thanks to all who 
paid their last respects at the
church and graveside and 
gave to the Belford Hospital
collection.
MACLEAN – Nancy and
family would like to thank 
relatives, friends and the
wonderful community of 
Mull for all the care and 
kindness shown during the 
past few weeks; the letters, 
cards, flowers and practical
help have given us enormous 
support throughout this 
difficult time. Our thanks
to the Ambulance crew,
Richard and Martin, for
all their efforts and to Billy 
McClymont for sensitive
funeral arrangements. 
Special thanks to Rev.
Johnny Paton for conducting
the funeral service and
making it a perfect tribute

to Lachlan, also to Elizabeth 
Jack for such fitting music,
to Ethel and Catherine for
the beautiful church flowers
and to Salen Hotel for
their hospitality. To all who 
travelled and attended church
and graveside, our deepest
gratitude. Your presence and
generosity have been quite
overwhelming. The retiring 
collection for Salen Church
raised in excess of £4000.
‘Missed the most by those
who loved him best.’ 
McDONALD - The family of 
Katharine McDonald would
like to thank friends and
neighbours for the kindness
shown. Special thanks
to Paramedics, Belford
Hospital, Mike McFall, 
Rev David Kirk and Caol 
Community Centre and to
all who paid their respects
at church and graveside. The
collection at church will be
donated to Lochaber Action 
on Disability.
SCOBIE - The family of 
the late Morag wish to 
thank friends, relatives
and neighbours for the
support and kindness shown
during their recent sad loss.
Special thanks to Drs Ellis,
McConnell and Brown, Dr
MacMillan, Kinlochleven
Community nurses,
Macmillan staff at the Belford
Hospital, carers Ria, Fiona, 
Norma and Michelle, Beryl
and Crossroads Lochaber, 
Rev Dr Malcolm Kinnear
and Church Guild members
for their comfort and very 
personal funeral service and
to Mike McFall for all the
guidance and support on
funeral arrangements. Thank 
you to all who attended
the funeral service where
the sum of £700 was raised
and will be shared between
Macmillan Belford Hospital
and Crossroads Lochaber.
SLOSS - The Sloss family 
would like to thank Dr.
Richard Wilson for his
care and attention to
Alex in his last few weeks,
Macmillan nurses, Oban 
Hospital, Day Care Centre,
Donald MacKinnon for 
his spiritual support, the
beautiful service and D and
A Munn for the funeral
arrangements. Petals of 
Oban for the beautiful floral
arrangement and to everyone
who was involved. Your 
care and professionalism
was outstanding. Thank you
from all his sons, daughters,
brothers, sisters and extended 
family.

MEMORIAMS
ARCHIBALD - In loving 
memory of our dearly loved
daughter Michelle, died July 
25, 2002 aged 25 years.
Another month, another year
Another smile, another tear
Another winter, summer too

But there will never be
another you.
- Love always mum, dad, 
Lisa and uncle Angus.xx
DONALDSON - In loving 
memory of our mother Lexy, 
who passed away on July 27,
1989.
No words, no verse
Could ever say
How much we miss you
every day.
- Iain and Maria.
DONALDSON - Treasured
memories of a dear mother,
mother-in-law and nan,
Lexy, who died July 27, 1989.
It doesn’t need a special day 
to bring you to our minds
For days without a thought
of you are very hard to find.
- Love Morven, DJ and boys
x
GILLIES - Precious 
memories of Donnie a much
loved husband, father and
grandad, who passed away 
July 16, 1992 and loved ones
gone since.
Gone but not forgotten
Day by day he lives with us
and will forever more.
- Jean and family, 47 
Drumfada Terrace, 
Corpach.
HAMILL - In loving 
memory of Margaret, my 
very special mum, who 
passed away July 23, 2014. 
Also my dad Frank, who 
died June 30, 2010.
Always in my thoughts and 
in my heart.
- Kevin
HAMILL - In loving 
memory of Margaret 
Hamill, who passed away 
July 23, 2014.
Loved with a love
Beyond all telling
Missed with a grief 
Beyond all tears.
- Isobel, Nicholas, Ryan and
Kevin 
MACDONALD - 50th 
anniversary. In memory of 
Robert (Bobby) MacDonald 
who died July 20, 1965.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Margaret, Archie and 
family
MACEACHEN - In loving
memory of my brother Ian
MacEachen who passed
away July 24, 2014.
Sadly missed.
- Ann and Donnie.
MACEACHEN - In loving
memory of my brother Ian,
who died on July 24, 2014.
Forever in our thoughts.
RIP.
- Joey and family 
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of Iain “Slippers”
a dear son, brother, brother-
in-law and uncle, who died
July 22, 2014.
Our hearts still ache
Our tears still fall
For the one we loved most
of all
Missed and remembered 
every day.
- All the family

GRADUATION

Iain Brown graduated from Edinburgh University with
a BSc (Hons) in Computer Science. Iain is the son of Iain
and Lynn Brown, Glencoe and the grandson of Mary and

the late Jimmy Brown, Glencoe and Agnes and the late 
Stan Davren, also of Glencoe. Iain is a former pupil of 

Glencoe Primary and Kinlochleven High. He now works
for Administrate, an Edinburgh based IT company.

Billie Kirkham graduated from University of Edinburgh
with a Diploma in Professional and Legal Practice and 

has taken up a trainee solicitors post with MacPhee
and Partners. Daughter of Marion and the late Billy 

Kirkham, granddaughter of Nancy and the late Bobby 
Kirkham, Chirsty and the late Angus MacDonald.

Calum AM Douglas graduated from the Glasgow School 
of Art with BA Hons 2:1 in Communication Design. He 

is the youngest son of James and Christine Douglas, 

Lochaber High School.

Congratulations to Rachel MacMillan, Taynuilt, who
graduated from Strathclyde University with a Bachelor 
of Education (Honours) Degree in Primary Education.

Rachel is the daughter of Keith and Janette and the
granddaughter of Alex and Sandra MacMillan, Taynuilt 

and Margaret and the late Jimmy Lyon, Barcaldine. 
Rachel is a former pupil of Taynuilt Primary School and 

Oban High School.

MACKICHAN - In loving
memory of my much beloved 
and adored husband 
Cameron, who passed away 
on July 24, 2014., adored
father, stepfather and
granddad. 
A loving heart stopped
beating as I watched you slip
away
My heart was truly broken
as you fought so hard to stay
God saw you were so tired, 
the cure was not to be
He put his arms around you
and whispered come to me.
- Your loving wife Ann.
MACRAE - Remembering
our dear friend Mairi, who 
passed away on July 18, 
2014.
We can’t have old days back
When we were all together
But happy memories
Will be with us forever.
- Angus and Jen, Billy and 
Ann, Donald and Fiona, 
Donnie Carmichael, Ivor 
and Jean, Ivor Lloyd,
Johnny and Teen, 
Colonsay, Kilchoan,
Lochaline and Tobermory.
McCOMBIE - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
mother-in-law and granny, 
Cathie, who died July 27, 
1990.
Time slips by but memories 
stay.
Quietly remembered every 
day
- Family Oban and
Aberdeen
SIMPSON - In loving 
memory of a devoted
husband and father Archie,
who died July 18, 2006.
You left a place no-one can
fill
I miss you now and always 
will. 
- Ever loving son Archie.

 - In loving 
memory of Marion, our dear
mum, mum-in-law, granny 
and great-granny who died 
July 23, 2005.
Never more than a thought
away 
Loved and remembered
every day
- Alyson, Ian, Robert,
Alistair and families

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OMOO

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

Hymnia is one of Denmark’s 
best choirs (last year ranked
15 on Interkultur’s World
Choir Rankings). It is cur-
rently touring Scotland with 
a programme of modern 
Scottish (including James 
MacMillan’s Miserere, Rory 
Boyle’s Three Scots Songs,
Thea Musgrave’s Madrigals,

Tommy Fowler’s Gruinard, 
Dr. Garrett’s My luve’s like 
a red, red rose, Rhonda 
Polay’s Come in and stay a
while) and Scandinavian a 
cappella choir music. 
  Hymnia is known both in-
side and outside of Denmark 
for programming adventur-
ous, modern and challenging

a cappella works. The 
members of the choir are 
professional singers and 
music teachers.

Hymnia will be performing 
on July 28th at 7pm in St 
John’s Cathedral.  The 
concert is free of charge but 
a retiring collection will be 
taken on behalf of St John’s.

Hymnia Chamber Choir 
tour comes to Oban

Oban Rotary club 
members meet with 
newly-elected president

Newly-elected president of Oban Rotary 
club for 2015-2016, Ken Moncrieff, gathered
with other rotary council club members on 
Monday.
  Pictured are, front row from left: George 
Miller, Ken Moncrieff, Ronnie Neil, Iain 
MacInnes.

  Middle row, from left: Kees van Rein, Gra-
ham Innes, Lachie Beaton,  Michael Urwin.
 Back row, from left: Tommy McQuade and 
Graham Fraser.
  Ken, together with council members, will
oversee the operations of the club for the
next year.

FOLLOWING the closure 
of the Weight Watchers 
group in Oban, the Go it 
Alone weight management 
group has continued to meet
at the Great Western Hotel 
on Mondays between 5-6pm.

In their first four weeks
they managed a combined 
weight loss of 135.5lb and
donated £171.30 to the
Friends of Oban Hospice.
The chosen charity for the
group for the following
month is Riding for the
Disabled. New members
welcome to come and join in
the group every Monday.

GOitALone Oban made its fi rst donation to charity on
Monday night. t30weight1no

Go it Alone group help 
raise donations for 
Friends of Oban Hospice
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 Oban Saints 3
 Vale of Leven Juniors 1
 Pre-season friendly
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AN 8am pitch inspection was
possibly the last thing on Saints
secretary David Buchanan's mind 
when he invited former Scottish 
Junior Cup winners, Vale of 
Leven, to Oban for a pre-season 
friendly.
  However, such are the vagaries 
of the Scottish summer weather,
so it was with great relief that he 
was able to confirm that Glen-
cruitten 1 had survived Friday 
night's torrential rain and the
fixture could go ahead.
 Symptomatic of the mixed bag 
of weather, by the time kick-off 
had arrived, the rain had given
way to bright sunshine and, with
the exception of a strong breeze,
conditions were perfect.

The semi-professionals from 
Alexandria playing their first 
pre-season match, looked in 
the mood and were rewarded
for their bright start in the sixth 
minute when David McNaught 
exploited a gap in the Saints
defence to drill a shot into the
bottom corner on the net past 
Thomas McCulloch's left hand.

Saints responded well to this 
early setback and a good move up 
the right wing involving Martin 
Bonar and Myles McAuley set
up Lewis Cameron for a shooting

opportunity which Vale keeper, 
Charlie Smith, did well to parry 
behind for a corner.

Saints midfield trio of Myles 
McAuley, Keith Millar and 
Donnie Campbell began to take 
control in the centre of the park 
allowing full-backs Martin Bonar 
and Scott Maitland to get forward
at every opportunity.

The home side were using both 
flanks to good effect and a Mar-
tin Bonar run into the box on the
right was halted by a well-timed
interception to win Saints a 25th 
minute corner kick.

Lewis Cameron's out-swinger 
was met by Dean Smith whose 
glancing header squeezed in 
between the junction of post and 
bar to bring Saints level.

The Oban side came close again 
moments after the restart. Scott 
Maitland made an overlapping 
run on the left wing and sent 
over a low cross to the near post 
where Dean Smith was foiled by a 
timely interception from the Vale 
defence.

Lewis Cameron passed up a 
glorious opportunity to get on 
the score sheet in the 35th minute 
when a long ball from the back 
picked out a suspiciously offside 
looking Craig MacEwan in the 
inside left channel about thirty 
yards from goal. With no whistle 
coming from referee, John Scott, 
Craig played on and crossed to 

the ire of the Vale keeper whose
protestations were upheld by 
referee Scott who correctly ruled 
that the kick should be taken
from the Saints right. The Vale
keeper may now wish he had kept 
his mouth shut as Lewis picked 
out Martin Bonar eight yards out 
for the big full-back to bullet a
header into the net to give Saints
a deserved 3 - 1 half time lead.

The away side tried to harness 
the advantage of the wind in the 
second half employing long balls 
to try and get in behind the Saints 
defence, but the back four of 
Martin Bonar, Marc MacCallum,
Willie Gemmell and Scott Mait-
land, coped well with everything 
the Vale could throw at them. 

The visitors had the ball in the 
net in the 56th minute when a
long ball looked to have finally 
caught out the Saints rearguard, 
but as the Vale striker rounded 

Thomas McCulloch, referee John
Scott, who had a good game, blew
for offside before the ball could
be rolled into the net.

On the half hour mark, man-
ager Alex Craik withdrew Keith
Millar and Dean Smith replacing
them with Matty Kelly and Allan
MacKay.

Allan MacKay's physical pres-
ence was posing a different set of 
problems for the Vale defence as
he renewed acquaintances with
centre half, Robert MacKenzie,
newly signed from Saints former
Scottish Amateur Football
League rivals, Haldane United.

In the 72nd minute, Allan held
off the close attentions of his
marker and fed Lewis Cameron 
on the right wing, the cross from 
Lewis picked out Craig MacEwan
on the six yard line, but his hook 
shot was well saved by the Vale
keeper.

Saints turn on the style to beat 
former Junior cup winners 
‘The boys are getting used to the
new system I want to play and we 
are improving with every game’

Lewis unmarked on the pen-
alty spot. Unfortunately Lewis 
snatched at the chance and sent a 
tame shot wide of target.

Just one minute later, Saints 
took the lead after another 
good passing move through the
midfield. Dean Smith picked up 
the ball on the edge of the box 
with his back to goal where a 
skilful turn created space for a 
thumping shot which flew past  
Charlie Smith into the postage 
stamp corner.

Saints had their tails up now 
and an audacious lob on the 
left-hand corner of the box from 
Lewis Cameron took out three 
Vale defenders to set up Craig 
MacEwan for a shot that was
deflected behind for a corner.  

Lewis took the corner kick and 
curled it beautifully into the top 
corner of the net only to see his 
effort ruled out for an alleged
push in the six yard box.

Lewis had his eye in now and 
tried for the same spot again 
from a 43rd minute free kick on 
the left after Craig MacEwan had 
been brought down. This time
the keeper got both hands on it 
and pushed the ball over the bar 
for a corner.

Eager for another attempt on 
goal, Lewis made for the corner 
flag on the Saints left much to

This proved to be Craig's final
contribution and he was replaced
on the left of the front three by 
Kevin Keen. Keen was quickly 
involved in the action when his 
strong run at the heart of the Vale
defence was halted by a crude
challenge 25 yards from goal.

Allan MacKay steered his low
free kick towards the left-hand
post where the keeper got down
well to make a good save. The
keeper couldn't hold onto the
shot and Matthew Kelly pounced 
on the loose ball directing it back 
on target where the keeper com-
pleted an excellent double save.

Saints excellent passing and
movement continued right to
the end and in the 87th minute
Allan MacKay and Lewis Cam-
eron combined to set up Donnie
Campbell for a terrific run along
the 18 yard line culminating in a
fierce left foot shot which had the
keeper at full stretch to tip round
his right-hand post.

Referee John Scott, who had
enjoyed an easy afternoon,
brought a sporting encounter to
a halt giving new Saints manager,
Alex Craik, a win in his first 90
minutes in charge.

Alex said: ‘I thought we played
some excellent football, espe-
cially in the first half against an
experienced team. The boys are
getting used to the new system I
want to play and we are improv-
ing with every game.’

Saints continue their pre-sea-
son programme with a home
game against Central Scottish 
premier division team, East Kil-
bride. The game will take place
at Glencruitten 1 (rugby pitch)
with a 1.30pm kick-off. Referee
in charge is Jimmy Litster.

A BARCALDINE woman has 
won a national cycling compe-
tition, only four months after
taking up the sport.

Catriona Gunn, 29, became the
Scottish national 50-mile Time
Trial champion at the event, held 
in Laurencekirk on July 12, with 
a winning time of 2:08:12.

Catriona, who works as a duty 
officer at the Corran Halls, 
Oban, beat the 2013 champion,
Lyndsey Curran, who came in 
second place, by 30 seconds.

Catriona said: ‘I was delighted,
I didn’t expected to win, so it 
came as a bit of a shock. I started 
cycling last year as a hobby with
my husband, then I started to 

really enjoy it and got involved in 
some local time trials. I had my 
first national race in March and 
came second.’

Having beaten several experi-
enced cyclists since she began 
competing in March, Catriona’s 
efforts have gained her a sponsor-
ship deal with Team Thomsons 
Cycles.

She will be back in action again
in September, where she will race 
in her last two time trials of the 
season, before going into winter 
training for next year, when she
plans on competing for the 10, 25, 
50 and 100 mile titles.

Cycling

Catriona is national
time trial champion

HEADER: The Vale of Leven defence can only look on as Saints’ striker Dean Smith’s header fl ies into the roof of the net.   Photos and match report by Derek Black

IMPRESSIVE: Young Matty Kelly turned in a mature
performance against the Vale for such a young player

THE second round of the Club
championship was played on 
Saturday in blustery conditions, 
Robert MacIntyre scoring
62 to add to his previous 59,
giving him a total of 121. David 
MacCuish scored 64 to add to a
previous 65 making his total 129.
 The second round of the
George Smith also took place on
Saturday, Ian McCuish leading
the way with a score of 65 +
69 = 134. In second place was
Martin Tait with a score of 71 + 
64 = 135.

Last weekend, the Senior
championship and Junior
championship took place, Ian 
McCuish winning the Senior
championship and his son, 
Aidan, winning the Junior
championship.

In the Stableford last Tuesday,
Allan MacPhee was the overall 
winner with 35 points and
Cameron Milne followed with 
34 points.

On Saturday, the Ginty trophy 
and monthly medal takes place
and on Sunday the Wilson
trophy and Britannia cup final
take place.

RESULTS for Dalmally golf 
club’s summer meeting and 
medal, held on Monday, July 13, 
were: 1, Colleen Brown  87 - 21 
= 66; 2,  Ann Colthart  97 - 23 =
74; 3, Sheila Tollan  95 - 19 = 76.

Gents leisure sport trophy,
round one: 1, Billy McKay 42pts; 
2, Gerry Davies 40pts; 3, Shaun
Squire 38pts.

The club’s gents open tourna-
ment takes place this Sunday,
with late entries invited through 
the club’s website.

THE Scottish Riding for the Dis-
abled Carriage driving holiday 
2015 was held recently at Argyll
RDA in Oban in wonderful
weather. The sun shone every day 
and the views during the drive
outs were magnificent.

Eight disabled drivers from all
over the country were able to 
drive every day without their wet 
weather gear. During the holiday, 
all had an opportunity for long,
short drives, cones and obstacles, 
as well as a drive down to the
beach. 

The 40th anniversary of RDA 
Carriage Driving birthday cel-
ebrations were held including a 
cake with spectacular candles, a

Disabled carriage 
driving holiday

hilarious birthday themed news-
paper game and much fun and
amusement enjoyed by all.

Busy week
Other evenings were spent

watching a driving demonstra-
tion, toy horse racing, a ceildh
and a barbecue rounded off a
very busy week.

A very big thank you to the
Argyll group for the use of facil-
ities, help and support to all the
organisational team as well as
those who loaned the horses and
ponies to make the holiday such 
a success.

Carriage driving

ROUND four of the Strath cup, 
played on Wednesday July 8: 1:
Kenny Gallon 40pts; 2 Gillies
Nicolson 37pts. Overall Strath 
cup winners: 1 Gillies Nicolson 
113pts; 2 Alasdair Grant 103pts. 

Sligachan Scramble, played
on Saturday July 11 winners:
George Neill, Martin Bird, Bill
Barney and John Marshall. 

RETURNS from Fort William
golf club’s annual golf week,
from Monday July 13 until
Friday July 17:

Two person Texas scramble
1 Graeme Worsdall and Neil
Worsdall 32 point (bih); 2
Andrew Brown and Cal Brown
32 points.

Strokeplay competition 1
Derek Laing 42 (55-13); 2 Frank 
Sweeney 42 (52-10). 

Three person scramble 1 Willie
Hendrie, Stephen Howden and
Marc MacDonald 36 points;
2 Alistair MacIntyre, Robert
McCover and Alan Ritchie 35
points.

Singles stableford 1 Paul Brian
30 points; 2 Stephen Howden 28
points.

Three clubs and a putter 1 
Willie Duncan 21 points; 2
Stewart Duncan 20 points.

The MacIver cup 1 Graeme
Worsdall 131 (69+62); 2 Eric 
Wallace 132 (64+68); 3 Keith
Duncan 134 (70+64).

Par ladies competition: 1 Iona
Cameron, three down; 2 Ann
Lovatt, four down; 3 Helen
Brian, six down.

Michael Molls in action
20_c29mols04

FORMER Rangers star, 
Michael Mols, had the club’s 
Campbeltown fans in blue 
heaven when he played in a 
charity match in aid of Yorkhill 
Hospital recently.

Dutchman Mols, who played
six times for his national side, 
was invited by Campbeltown’s 
Glasgow Rangers supporters’ 
club, to play in the Jimmy Tay-
lor memorial match,

Mr Mols said: ‘I had a really 
nice welcome in Campbel-
town and the hospitality was 
excellent. It was my first time 
here and everyone was really 
friendly.

A collection at the gate and 
a raffle, the prizes presented 
by Mols, helped raise £700 for 
Yorkhill Children’s Hospital in 
Glasgow.

Michael Mols visits Argyll
Football

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

PlPleeasease 
ttapape your 
££1 coin 

herh e

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £600
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite. 
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50£
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

O

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban,
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

D Holyoake,
Port Ellen, Islay

&

C Maxwell,
Tighnabruaich
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Fixtures

Results

Marine Harvest Premiership
     P      W        D        L         F        A       Pts
Newtonmore   10       9         0         1        36         9        18
Lochaber   13       6         3         4        24        29       15
Kinlochshiel   13       5         3         5        22        27       13
Lovat    11       5         2         4        27        24       12
Kyles Athletic    8        5         1         2        24        11       11
Glenurquhart   10       5         1         4        20        18       11
Fort William   12       4         2         6        18        23       10
Kingussie   11       3         3         5        16        23        9
Inveraray    10       1         2         7        10        25        4
Oban Camanachd    8        1         1         6         8         16        3

Thursday July 16 2015
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kilmory 1 - 2 Inveraray  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore 2 - 1 Kingussie

Saturday July 18
SSE Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup
3rd Round Replay
Fort William P – P Lovat 
Due to bereavement

Balliemore Cup Final
Glasgow MA 3 - 5  Beauly 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart 2 - 3 Lochaber
Kyles Athletic 4 - 1 Inveraray 
Newtonmore 2 - 0 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
National Division
Ballachulish P - P Skye  
Unplayable Field
Caberfeidh P - P Kilmallie 
Due to Bereavement

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William 3 - 1 Glenurquhart
Kinlochshiel 1 - 6 Strathglass

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute 11 - 0 Kyles Athletic
Glenorchy P - P Aberdour  
Unplayable Field

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen Uni P - P Boleskine
Unplayable Field
Glengarry P - P Caberfeidh  
Due to Bereavement
Kilmallie P - P Inverness 
Unplayable Field
Lochaber P - P Skye  
Unplayable Field

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 2 - 5 Oban Lorn  
Ballachulish P - P Tayforth  
Unplayable Field
Bute P - P Col Glen 
Unplayable Field

Saturday July 25
Artemis Macaulay
Cup Semi Final
Oban Camanachd v Inveraray  
Lachie Wood
at Mossfield Park, Oban
Newtonmore v Lovat  
Deek Cameron
at Beauly

Marine Harvest Premiership
Fort William v Kingussie 
John MacGregor
Kyles Athletic v Kinlochshiel
Robert Baxter - 3pm 
Lochaber v Glenurquhart
Innes Wood

Marine Harvest
National Division
Ballachulish v Caberfeidh  
Billy Wotherspoon - 3pm
Kilmallie v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Ron Kennedy
Skye v Inverness
Evan MacRae - 3pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart v Strathglass 
John Matheson
Kinlochshiel v Beauly  
John Angus Gillies
Lochcarron v Kingussie  
Graham Cameron
Lovat v Newtonmore  
Martin MacLean - 12pm

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Bute v Lochside Rovers
Ewen MacDonald - 3pm 
Inveraray v Strachur  
David Mitchell
Kilmory v Glenorchy 
Duncan Kelly
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour  
Robert Baxter - 12pm
Oban Celtic v Taynuilt   
Alex MacVicar - 10am

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Kilmallie 
Andy MacLean
Glengarry v Aberdeen Uni
John Wood
Inverness v Lochaber  
Jim Barr
Lewis v Strathspey  
Archie Ritchie
Skye v Caberfeidh
Evan MacRae - 12pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Ballachulish v Glasgow MA 
Billy Wotherspoon - 12pm
Bute v Oban Lorn 
Jon Gallagher - 12pm
Col Glen v Aberdour 
Euan Pearson
Throw ups 2.30 unless stated

Beauly captain, David MacLean, 
celebrates with the Balliemore

Cup Photo: Neil Paterson

Balliemore Cup
goes to Beauly 
after 5-3 win
over Mid Argyll
BEAULY are the 2015 Bal-
liemore Cup winners after a 
breath-taking first 45 minutes.

On a bowling green surface at 
The Dell, Kingussie, Connor
Ross scored four goals in a 24
minute spell midway through 
the first half. Sean Stewart also 
scored for Beauly who led 5 – 1
at half time with Angus MacK-
intosh scoring for Glasgow Mid 
Argyll.

Glasgow Mid Argyll restored
pride in the second half when 
John Don MacKenzie scored fol-
lowed by an injury time penalty 
from Craig Anderson.The successful Beauly squad with the Balliemore Cup    Photo: Donald Cameron

Inveraray’s Allan Macdonald gets his block in against Kyles Athletic’s Dunkie Kerr during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest Premiership game. 
The Tighnabruaich side won 4-1 thanks to goals from Roberto Zavaroni (2), Dunkie Kerr and Roddy MacDonald. Euan McMurdo scored a 

consolation goal for the yellow and blacks. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Macaulay Cup
Gussie Campbell has announced
he will stand down as manager
of OBAN CAMANACHD, with
immediate effect.

Ian Hay, who has been a mem-
ber of the coaching staff during 
Campbell’s three-and-a-half 
years with the club, will take
the reins, with his first game 
in charge against Inveraray on 
Saturday at Mossfield, in the 
Macaulay cup semi-final. 

Campbell said: ‘I’m very sad 
to be leaving the club, which is
for several reasons. My health 
played a big part in my decision. 

‘I’m obviously disappointed that 
I’ve decided to leave the manage-
ment at Oban Camanachd now, 
rather than at the end of the year 
as I had originally planned.

‘Ian Hay has been a fantastic 
coach alongside me, as have 
Peter McCuish and Paul Kersley.
Those four guys have served the
club fantastically alongside me in 
my years here and I can’t thank 
them enough. 

‘I’d like to thank all the boys 
who have played, and the guys
who continue to support the club
every week

‘I’m confident Camanachd will
beat Inveraray on Saturday and I 
think the boys will go on and win 
the Macaulay cup.’

Saturday’s tie with Inveraray 
takes place at Mossfield and will 
throw up at 2.30pm. 

INVERARAY face Oban Ca-Y
manachd this Saturday in the
semi-final of the Macaulay cup,
having lost to Kyles last week in 
the league.

The cup tie, to be held at Moss-
field, will decide who meets the 
winner of the other semi-final, 
between Newtonmore and Lovat,
also on Saturday. 

In the league, Inveraray and
Camanachd are the two bottom 
sides, with the Oban club a point 
behind their Argyll rivals, but
having two games in hand. 

Their only previous meeting 
this season, a league tie at the 
start of the month, ended in a 1-1 
draw.

Saturday’s game throws up at
2.30pm. 

NEWTONMORE face Lovat 
this Saturday in the Macaulay 
cup semi final, with the winner
to meet the winner of the Oban 
Camanachd vs Inveraray semi, 
also this Saturday.

Newtonmore remain the side
to beat this season, with only 
one league defeat back in March, 
although they are out of the 
MacTavish cup, losing to Glenur-
quhart in their only other defeat 
this season. 

Saturday’s tie throws-up at
2.30pm at the Eilan Park.

LOVAT will face Newtonmore in 
the Macaulay Cup semi final this
Saturday at Beauly 

John MacRitchie’s side had no
game last weekend as their Ca-
manachd cup third round replay 
against Fort William was called 
off due to a bereavement.  

Saturday’s tie throws-up at
2.30pm

Premiership
GLENURQUHART  lost out to
Lochaber at last Saturday’s home
game. The Glens have been
dropping down the table lately, 

Oban Camanachd
manager decides
to stand down

but they will hope to get back 
to winning ways when they face 
Lochaber again on Saturday at 
Spean Bridge playing field.

LOCHABER have climbed to 
second place in the Premiership, 
after chalking up a 3-2 win against
Glenurquhart on Saturday.

The goals from Shaun Nichol-
son, Stewart Callison and Kevin 
Ferguson saw them leapfrog
Kinlochshiel into the number 
two spot, but the Spean Bridge 
side are three points behind first-
place Newtonmore who have 
three games in hand.

This weekend, Lochaber wel-
come Glenurquhart for a repeat 
performance and look set to play 
even better than last week with 
home advantage.

FORT WILLIAM’S Camanachd 
cup quarter final against Lovat 
was postponed due to a bereave-
ment.

The game, a replay after a 2-2 
draw on July 11, has been post-
poned until August 8 and will be 
played at An Aird. 

After a free weekend, the Fort 
are looking forward to welcom-
ing Kingussie for a premiership
clash on Saturday.

Co-manager, Victor Smith,
said: ‘This will be another tough
game, but we’re hoping for a win. 
They’re in the same boat as us 
with losing players for festivals, 
holidays and the like, but I think 
most teams are the same this time
of year. We’re looking forward to
it after a weekend off and I’d like
to see us win.’

The Fort will be without Bryan
Simpson, Aaron MacPhee and 
Cameron Grant this weekend,
but will welcome back Alex Mac-
Millan, who missed the team’s
last clash with Lovat.

KINLOCHSHIEL will take on 
Kyles this Saturday in the league, 

in a game both sides will hope to 
win to keep their championship 
hopes alive. 

Kinlochshiel sit third, two 
points behind second place Loch-
aber and five behind league-lead-
ers, Newtonmore, who have three 
games in hand on Lochaber and
Kinlochshiel. 

Kinlochshiel lost away to New-
tonmore on Saturday, two first
half goals enough to seal the win.

Saturday’s tie will throw up at
3pm in Tighnabruaich.

KYLES ATHLETIC play hosts
to league rivals, Kinlochshiel,
this Saturday, in a game which
could make or break their league 
campaign.

Newtonmore are ahead at the
top of the table, but Kyles have
the most league fixtures still to
fulfil, along with bottom side

Oban Camanachd, having played
just eight games.

Kyles saw off Inveraray on Sat-
urday, goals from Dunkie Kerr,
Roddy Macdonald and two from 
Roberto Zavaroni enough to see 
off Inveraray, who managed a 
consolation nine minutes from
time through Euan McMurdo. 

The tie against Kinlochshiel
will throw up at 3pm in Tighna-
bruaich. 

KINGUSSIE travel to Fort Wil-
liam this Saturday in the Marine
Harvest Premiership, having had 
no fixture at the weekend. 

With seven league fixtures
still to fulfil, Kingussie trail 
top team, Newtonmore, by nine
points, so are all but out of league
running this season, and have
suffered disappointing defeats
in the MacTavish, Macaulay and
Camanachd cups. 

Saturday’s tie throws-up at 
2.30pm at An Aird. 

National Division
KILMALLIE’S league clash
against Caberfeidh was post-
poned last Saturday due to

bereavement. The team now
look forward to this weekend’s
home game against Glasgow Mid
Argyll, but know they will have
to be at the top of their game to
secure a win.

Manager, Mark MacPherson,
said: ‘Mid Argyll lost at the week-
end, so they’ll come up fighting 
this weekend but we need to
win to keep up our chances of 
winning the league.

‘I saw them play last week and 
they weren’t up to standard in the 
first half, but played really well in
the second. If they play the way 
they did in the second half on 
Saturday, they’ll be hard to beat.’ 

MacPherson will also be playing
with a weakened team as Liam
MacDonald, Seb MacMillan and 
Brian McKay will all be missing,
but the manager said he enjoys
giving the younger players more
experience on the field.

SKYE’S planned trip to Balla-
chulish for a league game was
called off on Saturday morning
as Jubilee park was flooded.

The islanders are just one point
behind first place Kilmallie in
the national division, so have 
everything to play for when they 
welcome Inverness this weekend.

Manager, John MacLeod, said:
‘This is going to be a tough game 
but we’ll see how it goes. We beat 
Inverness 4-0 when we played
them at the start of the season, so
hopefully we’ll get another good
result.’

MacLeod has a full squad this
weekend, apart from Steven Mor-
rison and Shockie MacLennan.

Last weekend’s National division
game between BALLACHU-
LISH and Skye was called off 
after a pitch inspection found the

Jubilee pitch to be unplayable
after the heavy overnight rain on
Friday night.
 This Saturday, Balla have a
home game against Caberfeidh
with a 3pm throw-up

South Division One
BUTE thrashed Kyles second 
team 11-0 in a South Division 
One match last Saturday to lift
the island team into fourth place
in the league. This weekend they 
host Lochside Rovers at the 
Meadows.

LOCHSIDE ROVERS manager,
Gareth Evans, will be looking 
for a good performance from his
team before the Sutherland Cup
final against Newtonmore on 
August 8 when he takes his team 
over the water to play Bute in a 
league match. 

GLENORCHY’S home game
against Aberdour fell victim to 
the weather last weekend when 
the match at Mart park had to 
be called off. The Dalmally side 
head to Lochgilphead on Satur-
day to play Kilmory.

Top of the table INVERARAY 
play host to Strachur at the Win-
terton on Saturday. The Royal
Burgh side are five points ahead 
of Lochside Rovers in the league 
although the Oban side have four 
games in hand.

OBAN CELTIC who sit in third
place in South Division One play 
host to Taynuilt at Mossfield on 
Saturday. 
The players will need an early 
morning call as the throw-up is 
10am. The green and whites had
no game last weekend.

Bottom of the table KILMORY 
host Glenorchy this weekend. A 
win for the Lochgilphead team
would lift them above the Dal-
mally side who are only a point 
ahead in the league.

STRACHUR travel to near 
neighbours and table-toppers,
Inveraray, on Saturday. Throw-
up is 2.30pm with referee David 
Mitchell in charge.

KYLES ATHLETIC second team
suffered an 11-0 defeat at the
hands of Bute last Saturday. This 
weekend, the blue and whites will 
be hoping to get back on track 
when they play host to Aberdour.

TAYNUILT get back in action on
Saturday when they make the 
short journey to play Oban Celtic 
at Mossfield. Throw-up is 10am

South Division Two
OBAN LORN made the long 
journey to play Aberdour last
Saturday and returned home
with a fine 5-2 win under their
belts thanks to goals from Daniel
MacKinnon (2), Alan Duffy,
David Martin and Lennon Camp-
bell.
 This weekend, the Oban side
travel to play Bute with a 12pm 
throw-up. Lorn are presently 
lying in fourth place in South
Division Two, six points behind
leaders Tayforth.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY’S home match
against Caberfiedh was post-
poned last Saturday due to
bereavement. This weekend, the
Glens are at home to Aberdeen
University
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, July 23, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.21 1.7 09.56 3.2 16.22 1.6 22.00 3.3r
Fri 05.11 1.9 10.45 3.0 17.12 1.8 22.48 3.1
Sat 06.11 1.9 12.01 2.9 18.11 1.8  **.** 1.8
Sun 00.01 3.0 07.19 1.9 13.49 2.9 19.16 1.8
Mon 02.00 3.0 08.29 1.7 14.58 3.1 20.24 1.7
Tues 03.12 3.2 09.28 1.5 15.48 3.3 21.29 1.4
Wed 04.05 3.4 10.16 1.2 16.32 3.6 22.27 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10

13

12

Women’s football

Thursday Cloudy with light rain showesy
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 14ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showersy
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sundayk
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 13ºC.

LADIES, if you are interested
in getting fit, socialising and
want to get involved with the
beautiful game, then come along
to Oban high school community 
all-weather pitch on Monday July 
27 from 7pm – 8pm.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
football development service 
is running women’s football 
training sessions for ladies aged 
16+.

Training will take place every 
Monday for a 15 week period 
with a view to starting a women’s 
football team in the area.

For further information please 
contact football development
officer, Martin Rae, on martin.
rae@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Training sessions 
for budding
female footballers

Oban Lorne 
and Argyll 
and Bute
pre-season
programme

OBAN Lorne will be taking on
tough opposition in preparation
for life in West Division 1 and
the BT Shield next season.

The Green Machine start
their pre-season matches this
Saturday when they travel to
Colonsay for the islands annual 
10-a-side festival.

Home games against Murray-
field Wanderers and Highland
RFC will follow on Saturday 1
and 8 of August before an away 
trip to Caithness on the 15th.

These matches will give coach, 
Corrie Louw, a good opportuni-
ty to test his players against high
quality opposition prior to the 
season’s opening game against
Isle of Arran in the Shield on
September 5 and the start to the 
league campaign the following
week.

Meanwhile Argyll and Bute
RFC will take on Aberfeldy 
RFC at home on Saturday 
August 1 and will return the
fixture two weeks later.

A match has also been planned
with Caithness 2nd XV on the 
15th. Argyll and Bute will be
playing in West Division 4 this
season along with Argyll rivals, 
Isle of Mull and Cowal.

Both sides have been working 
hard in pre-season training and 
will be aided by the input of 
former Scotland International 
captains, Jason White and Chris
Paterson. More details regarding 
the visit of these former pro 
players will be on the club’s
Facebook page.

Training continues every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening
from 6.45pm at Glencruitten. 

All new players are welcome to 
attend regardless of experience 
and ability.

Glasgow Warriors’ 
fun activities
GLASGOW Warriors will be
coming to Oban on Monday 
August 3 to deliver a ‘Young 
Warrior Camp’ for all P4-U15
players.
 The camp will provide an 
opportunity for young players to
meet and join in fun activities
with Glasgow Warriors players.

To book, please go to glasgow-
warriors.org/warriorcamps

Rugby

OBAN Sailing Club’s recent 
Round Mull circumnavigation 
was a race of complete contrasts
and winds varying from zephyrs 
to a full gale on the Saturday. 

Sponsored by Owen Sails and 
Ardfern Yacht Centre, the island 
circumnavigation of around 100 
miles had an entry of 41 boats
and the Friday start off Oban
Sailing Club looked promising 
with a steady breeze in the bay. 

However, outside in the Firth
of Lorn it was a very different 
picture, with windless conditions
prevailing to Lismore Light.

Principal Race Officer, George 
Seaton, opted to take the fleet
out to start near the Light but, 
with a lack of breeze, had to 
motor further north to Fuinary 
before starting the four compet-
ing classes.

A short race to Tobermory Bay 
was better than none at all and
the wind filled in to a moderate
breeze with a run all the way. 

It was to be Brian Wiseman’s
Sorr of Appin that took the cov-
eted Mishnish Bucket for the best 
corrected time of the fleet.  

Brian and team, which included 
Mark Cameron of co-sponsors 
Ardfern Yacht Centre, also won
Class 2 with John MacKenzie’s 
Stoirm Mhor second and Colin 
Crawford’s Dehler 32 Nimrod
third. 

In Class 1, John Fraser’s Dufour 
40 Wookie II was first with Scott 
Chalmers in Sunrise, the Sigma
400, second and Ewan Macken-
zies’s Elan 40, Ceol Beag, third.

Class 3 was won by Marian Aus-
tin in Scintilla of the Sea from 
Lochaber Yacht Club with Oban’s
Derek Greer and team in Al 
Harija second and Iain Gibson’s 
Nicholson 32 Tegumai taking
third place. Alan Gent-White’s 
An Sulaire took the restricted 
sail class with Paul Moorhead’s 
Tupelo Honey second and Brian 
Robertson’s Celtic Spirit third.

Saturday dawned breezy with a 
run for the fleet from Tobermory 

to past Caliach. The building 
breeze saw challenging condi-
tions with spectacular broaches 
and some retrials back to Tober-
mory. After kites were dropped 
for the long beat into Bunessan, 
the breeze was gusting up to 40
knots and some sails blew in the 
building breeze.

In the slow handicap class, it 
was the Moody Whigmaleerie of 
Donald Philips that revelled in 
the conditions to take first place 
with Scintilla of the Sea keeping 
the results up with a second and 
the Contessa 32 of Alistair Pugh 
in third. Sorr of Appin sealed 
another victory again making 
light of the conditions with 
Amber Haze second and Colin
Crawford’s Dehler 32 Nimrod 
third. Fast class honours went 
to Sunrise with Requiem placed 
second and Roxanne from Skye 
third.  In restricted sail it was 
Mystic Sun taking the honours
with Celtic Sprirt second and 
Ionare third.

The majority of the fleet made 
it to Bunessan where the village 
hall committee laid on an excel-
lent buffet and entertainment 
raising funds for the Ross of Mull 
Historical Society.

The last leg of the race on
Sunday saw a brisk spinnaker 
start with the fleet on a run to the
Sound of Iona, then a tight reach 
through the Torran Rocks.

The wind held for the majority 
of the passage until a mile or 
so from the finish at Frank 
Lockwood’s Island. Frustrating
conditions prevailed as places 
were lost and won in the last hour 
or so of the race, contending not 
just lack of breeze, but a strong 
and adverse tide. 

Sorr of Appin came through 
to complete the hat-trick of 
three firsts and lift the overall 
Bank of Scotland Cup for the
medium class handicap yachts. In 

second place on leg 3 was Sarah
with Alan Moore’s Delinquent 
third. In the slow handicap class,
Marisca won from Scintilla and 
fellow Contessa 32 sailor, Mark 
Hillman, in Milly Brown in third.  
This gave the class overall to 
Marisca from Scintilla of the Sea 
and Milly Brown. 

Ionare won the restricted sail
class with Celtic Spirit second and
Calvador third. This ensured a 
win for Damon Lindsay’s Dufour
44 Ionare overall lifting the Brian
Shellcock Memorial Trophy.

Class 1 was taken by David 
Walters with his Arcona 430 
Requiem winning the Glencoe
Trophy for the best corrected
time from Bunessan to Oban, the 
fastest circumnavigation on both
elapsed time and corrected time
- the Mull Plaque and the Torran 
Rock as well as the fast handicap
class – the Antique Schweppes
Trophy.

The Bilgewater Shield for the
fastest circumnavigation on 

corrected time went to Kevin 
McGrath’s Calvador.

Race organiser, Billy Forteith,
said it had been a very successful
event despite the varying winds 
and welcomed the new boats that
took part. 

‘We hope to see everyone back 
next year with even more entries
– this race is always varied and

one of the most popular events 
on the west coast,’ he said.

‘Congratulations to all the 
winners and a big thanks to
Forteith Food Service for the
buffet preceding the race as well 
as the Village Hall committee in
Bunessan for their hospitality.

‘Thanks also to our other spon-
sors including T Barbour Fuels,

FAIR WINDS: Yachts competing in the 2015 Round Mull Race under spinnaker off  Camus.
  Photos: Jon Lloyd

Contrasting wind conditions
make for interesting sailing

Forteith Refrigeration and Heat
Pump Solutions and Dimension
Polyant. Last, but not least, to
Dave Sturrock for providing the
committee boat, and our race
officers, George Seaton, David
Preston and Duncan Martin.’

The main trophies are awarded 
at the OSC prizegiving in No-
vember.

Sailing

‘This race is always
varied and one of 
the most popular
on the west coast’

SHINTY is to be showcased for 
six months from October in the
award-winning Scottish Football 
museum at Hampden Park, Glas-
gow. The partnership will cele-
brate the historic links between 
the two sports and promote an 
awareness and understanding 
of shinty to a new and wider 
audience.

The exhibition is being organ-
ised by the shinty’s ruling body, 
the Camanachd Association, in 
partnership with the Scottish
Football museum. A significant 
part of the Scottish Football 
museum has been offered to 
shinty for the six-month period
and a working group has begun 
deliberating how best to use the 
opportunity.  

The group is being led by shinty 

historian and broadcaster, Dr
Hugh Dan MacLennan, who is 
already familiar with the steps 
of the famous stadium, having 
worked with Alzheimer Scotland
on the Shinty Memories project, 
also based at Hampden Park.

He said: ‘The opportunity to 
hold the exhibition in Hampden 
arose directly out of our part-
nership with Alzheimer Scotland
and the hugely successful Shinty 
Memories project.

‘We will be able to mount the 
exhibition using the Hampden 
staff’s wealth of experience and
as a facility for this kind of thing
it is unmatched.           
‘Some of the exhibition will last 
for six months and some parts of 
it will be changed and rotated to 
allow us to maximise the oppor-

tunity and show as much as we 
can of shinty’s past, present and 
future.’

Many of shinty’s great trophies
will be on display on a planned 
rotation, and clubs and associa-
tions within the game are to be
offered the opportunity to be 
part of the six-month long event. 

Interesting and unusual objects 
are also being sought for display 
and club’s views will be invited 
on the content.

Jim Barr, president of the Ca-
manachd Association, said: ‘The
exhibition offers shinty a unique 
opportunity to celebrate our 
historic links with football and 
reach new audiences from across
Scotland and beyond.

‘The Scottish Football museum
is a five-star visitor attraction 

and thousands of people will 
pass through the facility during 
this period, providing us with a
unique opportunity to tell shin-
ty’s story and win new friends and
supporters for the sport.

‘The project dovetails with our 
strategic commitment to reassert
participation and profile for the 
sport in the central belt.

‘It also complements our long-
term aspiration for an archive of 
the game’s riches, and we hope to 
be in a position to take elements
of the exhibition around the shin-
ty playing areas in the future.’

The exhibition will be bilingual
with a strong Gaelic element
throughout, being supported by 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

Shinty on show at Hampden park
Shinty

Hugh Dan MacLennan
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FORMER old firm footballer
John Hartson will walk up
Ben Nevis for the fifth time
this weekend, with more than 
50 supporters - dubbed ‘Hart-
son’s Heroes’.

The 40-year-old, and wife,
Sarah, from Spean Bridge, are
taking part in the BraveHart
Challenge to mark the sixth 
anniversary of John’s battle
with testicular cancer and
raise funds for his charity, the
John Hartson foundation.

The ex-Celtic star said last 
year would be his final time 
on the summit of the Ben, but 
enthusiasm from his support-
ers persuaded him to return
to add to the thousands of 
pounds he has already raised 
through the annual challenge. 
This year’s walk will take place
on Saturday (July 25).

Mr Hartson, who also played 
for Arsenal, West Ham and
Wales, said: ‘The BraveHart 
Ben Nevis challenge has 

become one of our flagship
events. 

‘Although I said last year
would be the last time I went
up the Ben, the feedback from
all those fantastic supporters
who came along persuaded 
me that we should come back 
again this year.

 ‘I’d like to thank everyone
for coming and look forward
to a great weekend raising
funds and awareness of testic-
ular cancer.’

A COUPLE’S weekend visit to 
the Highlands didn’t quite go
as planned when they ended up
spending three nights in jail. 

Lauren Alexander, 30, and
Darren McCabe, 37, appeared
at Fort William sheriff court 
on Monday after they were
arrested for being drunk and
disorderly on Friday afternoon.

The couple were travelling
from their home in Bridgend,
near Falkirk, to Skye in a
minibus with a group of friends
when they began arguing over a
lost phone. But the crowd soon
got sick of the drunken pair’s
rowing and kicked them out of 
the bus, leaving them stranded 

on the A87, close to Fort Au-
gustus. Alexander and McCabe 
were arrested and spent the 
weekend in a cell, instead of 
their planned trip camping at 
Fairy Braes on the island.

Sheriff Richard Davidson
admonished the couple on 
Monday morning, but asked if 
they could be trusted to travel 
home together without arguing.

He added: ‘The course of true 
love did not run particularly 
smoothly this weekend but I’m 
not entirely sure why the police 
had to become involved. For 
your stupidity you spent a 
weekend in custody and you’re 
now admonished.’ 

A BALLACHULISH man fell to 
one knee at the fi nishing line
of the Snowdon International 
race last weekend to propose 
to his partner.

Bryan Johnson, 39, and
Linda MacEwan, 47, both
members of Lochaber
athletic club, ran the 10-mile
Snowdon International race
in North Wales together.

They crossed the line after
one hour, 58 minutes and 31
seconds, when Mr Johnson 
promptly popped the
question. 

Miss MacEwan answered
‘yes’, to the delight of the
large crowd.

Handyman, Mr Johnson,
said he had chosen the
moment because it was 
exactly four years ago to
the weekend that he and his
accountant girlfriend met.

He said: ‘It just seemed
right.’

LOCHABER mountain rescue 
team was called out again 
on Tuesday to rescue injured 
women.

The two casualties were 
located and rescued on the Ben 
track and within 100 metres of 
each other. The team called in 
the assistance of a helicopter to 
move the women because of 
strong winds. This comes after 
the team reported this has 
been the busiest fi rst half of a 
year ever.

The Lochaber deployment 
fi gures stand at 79 for this year.

One member of the search
and rescue dog association 
(SARDA) spent Tuesday 
searching for missing hill 
walkers, Tom Brown and Eric 
Cyl on Coire Eoghainn.

Mr Brown has been missing 
since July and Mr Cyl has been 
missing since May. They have 
not yet been found.

A HOTEL in Lochaber could
be closed for up to six months
as the owner had his alcohol 
licence suspended after being 
found drunk in charge of the
hotel bar on numerous occa-
sions.

Police even found Graham
McMenemy slumped in a store 
room of the Ben View hotel
in Strontian, while residents
were left waiting for a meal 
last month, causing ‘serious
concerns’ about public safety 
and fire risks.

Highland council’s licensing
board held a special meeting on
Tuesday and members agreed
to suspend McMenemy’s per-
sonal licence for six months. 
The hotel still holds a premises
licence, but without its person-
al counterpart, the owner can’t 
sell alcohol. 

The only way the Ben View 
can continue to trade is if 
McMenemy finds a manager
with a personal licence within

Hotel faces shut-down as 
owner stripped of licence
EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

MORE than £6,000 has been raised for a Fort William
woman suffering from cancer following a garden party 
in the town on Sunday.

Friends of 29-year-old Kelly MacDonald have set up an
account in her name to fund private healthcare for the
hairdresser’s liver cancer, if she can’t be cured through
the current NHS treatment she is undergoing.

The group had previously raised £4,000 through dona-
tions and a bake sale, but added a further £2,224 at the
garden party at Fort William shinty club on Sunday. 

If Miss MacDonald doesn’t need specialist treatment,
the funds will be donated to a local cancer charity of 
her choosing. Susan Bell, a friend and colleague of 
Miss MacDonald, has been organising the fundraising
activities and said she is ‘so grateful’ for what has been
raised so far. Miss MacDonald is currently undergoing
treatment so was not well enough to attend the event. 

The group are also set to embark on ‘Kelly’s Klimb’, a
walk up Ben Nevis on August 30 to raise more money.

CHEERS: A garden party at Fort William shinty club raised more
than £2,000 for cancer treatment for Kelly MacDonald. From left:

Organisers, Rebecca Grant, Mavis Valentine, Kelly’s brother, Shaun
MacDonald, Leanne Kelly and Susan Bell 21_f30kelly01

Rescue team back 
in action again

Village man races 
to make proposal

six weeks. If not, the hotel must 
remain closed for the duration
of the six month suspension. 

A report provided to the 
licence review meeting, which 
McMenemy chose not to 
attend, outlined times police 
had carried out checks at Ben 
View and found the owner, who 
also runs holiday cottages in 
Strontian, ‘heavily intoxicated’,
‘staggering’ and ‘slurring his 
words’ with residents present.

The statement by chief 
inspector, Mairi MacInnes,
said of the first inspection on 
May 16 this year: ‘Graham 
McMenemy was traced to the 
hallways between the lounge
and the public bar where he was 
speaking to patrons.

‘He was wearing his chef’s
attire, he was staggering and 
holding on to the walls to pre-
vent him from falling over. Mr
McMenemy was slurring his 
words and claimed to be sober,
however it was evident he was
heavily intoxicated. He was
advised to go to his bed and
leave a member of his staff in

Hartson’s Heroes return to tackle Ben

charge which he refused to do.’ 
On another three inspections 
in May and June, McMenemy 
was found to be drunk, includ-
ing at a menu relaunch night 
attended by 35 customers. 

The issue reached a peak 
when a police officer attended 
on June 24 and couldn’t find 
any members of staff, but found 
two hotel residents waiting on a 
meal.

A report on the incident said: 
‘On carrying out a further 
check of the premises Consta-
ble Swift located Graham Mc-
Menemy slumped behind the 
door of a storeroom, apparent-
ly unconscious through drink. 
Constable Swift was unable to 
rouse Mr McMenemy who was 
slurring his words and unable 
to stand unaided.’

As no other staff members 
were working, the hotel had 
to be closed for the night and 
the customers relocated to new 
accommodation.

Inspector MacInnes said 
McMenemy was ‘incapable 
of looking after himself, let 
alone ensuring the safety of the 
public’.

She continued: ‘Graham Mc-
Menemy was so drunk he could 
barely stand. He was seen to be 
wearing his chef’s attire. This 
causes serious concerns for the 
safety and fire risk of patrons, 
staff and the licensee himself 
in the fact he may attempt to 
use kitchen equipment.’

Ian Cockburn, chairman of 
Highland council’s licensing 
board, heard there had been 
further incidents since the 
report was submitted. He im-
posed a six month suspension, 
effective immediately.

He said: ‘He will no longer be
able to use the premises licence 
without a personal licence. If 
he can’t find a licence holding 
manager within the six weeks 
he will have to shut the hotel.’

Mr McMenemy was unavaila-
ble for comment.

Court shame of holiday
pair jailed for three nights

All smiles for Caol gala day

Garden party proceeds 
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A RURAL  Lochaber school
that has defied closure twice 
before is facing its lowest 
number of pupils for more than
a decade.

According to Highland 
council’s predicted rolls, Roy 
Bridge primary school will see 
20 pupils return for 2015/16, 
but locals say there are just 11
expected to return.

The school’s pupil numbers 
have been dropping in recent 
years and it waved seven 
pupils off to high school at

A COMMUNITY council 
stalwart is stepping down 
from his role as chairman 
after more than a quarter of a 
century.

Charlie MacRae has been a 
member of Plockton and dis-
trict community council since
its inception 40 years ago and
took on the role of chairman 
26 years ago, but has decided 
it is time for a new lease of life.

The 77-year-old is also in-
volved with Plockton hall com-
mittee, the Lochalsh branch of 
British Legion Scotland, Skye
and Lochalsh sports council 
and a local poppy convenor.

He said: ‘It’s kept me going 
and I’ve enjoyed it, but it’s
time for someone new. I’m still
involved with all of my other
activities.’

But there are concerns for 
the future of the community 
council as four members - vice
chairman, Joy MacKenna, 
long-serving secretary, Gill
James, and members, George 
Glasgow and June Sanderson, 
- will stand down at the elec-
tions in November. 

Mr MacRae added: ‘I hope 
they can find more people
to take over. Gill was a great
secretary for 26 years, so she’ll
be a big loss and young people 
don’t seem as keen to take 
over.’

A CRUMBLING single-track road
connecting a rural community to the 
rest of Lochaber, is to be repaired as 
part of a £300,000 upgrade.

The economy of Polloch is reliant
on forestry, but timber lorries were
banned from the road connecting the 
village to Glenfinnan last year as the 
road fell into disrepair.

But funding has now been provided
by the Scottish government and
Highland council to improve the 
stretch, including the bridge over
Polloch river. 

Dr Ben Lennon, head of Forestry 
Commission Scotland’s Lochaber 
team, said: ‘Polloch is a very small

community and the single-track road
in and out is a lifeline that everyone 
relies on. 

‘Forestry is also an important 
element of the local economy, so the 
damaged surface and its being barred 
to timber lorries was a bit of a double 
whammy.

‘This partnership project is a
fantastic boost for the community 
because it will provide residents with a
high quality road that will serve them
well for years to come.

‘But it also means that around 
300,000 tonnes of land-locked timber
can be taken to market over the next 
30 years.’

Allan Henderson, Highland 
councillor for Caol and Mallaig,
welcomed the announcement: ‘This
productive partnership approach
means that a badly damaged road can
be repaired and enhanced and can
carry on to serve the local community 
for many years to come,’ he said.

‘Good team work has been very 
effective. 

‘I am particularly pleased as much of 
the existing road materials as possible
is going to be used in the reshaping
before the overlay work is done. 

‘This cuts down on material and
haulage costs and also is good news for
reducing our carbon footprint.’

A DISUSED property in
Acharacle has been given a 
new lease of life and will soon 
become a family home. 

The community-owned 
house, Druim Garbh, was 
empty for six years, but thanks
to help from the Nationwide 
Foundation and the Highlands 
small communities housing 
trust (HSCHT), the Acharacle 
community company was able
to renovate the building to rent
to a local family.

Ronnie MacRae, chief 
executive of HSCHT, said 
he was ‘delighted’ to see the 
completed project. He added: 
‘The key feature to the success

of the project has been the 
superb co-operation with the 
community and the wider
partnership of those involved. 

‘This project has brought 
together a welcome and
innovative funding stream from
the Nationwide Foundation 
and our well-established
contacts with the Acharacle
community, resulting in a 
desirable home being available 
to rent for people in Acharacle.’

A spokesman from the 
Acharacle community company 
said: ‘We are delighted to 
see the renovation work at 
the bungalow completed to 
such a high standard and very 

pleased to be offering this
accommodation back into the
community for low cost rental. 

‘Many thanks to the 
Highland Small Community 
Housing Trust for all their help 
and support in making this
happen.’

Not only will the rural 
Lochaber village benefit from 
affordable accommodation, 
the economy has also been 
given a boost through the 
scheme as a local construction 
firm, S&K MacDonald homes, 
was used and HSCHT insisted
a new apprenticeship for a 
local teenager was created 
as part of the renovation. 

Kenneth MacDonald, owner of 
S&K MacDonald homes, said 
taking on 16-year-old Colin
Cameron was an important 
part of the project: ‘We’re not 
a huge firm but taking another 
apprentice is entirely positive. 
Getting new blood in lifts 
everyone’s spirits, and local
people appreciate the effort we 
put in with youngsters. 

‘It’s also important because 
we need to build a local base 
of skilled tradesmen so that 
we can tackle jobs on the west 
coast without the costs of 
having to bring in people from 
hours away. We’re training a 
workforce for the future.’

THE RESTAURANT of the Glen-
coe inn is closed after a fi re 
broke out in the kitchen last 
week.

Fire crews arrived at the scene
last Wednesday morning to
fi nd the blaze in the Gathering
restaurant had already been
put out, but had to return
shortly after as the fi re, thought
to have started under the cook-
er, ignited again.

The restaurant area remains
closed, but a spokesman for the
Glencoe inn said a full menu is
available from the bar.

A MAN who scared a family in
the early hours of the morning
has been given community 
service.

James Reade, 33, began
knocking on the window of a 
house on Union road in Fort
William at 2am on December
27 last year, disturbing a man,
wife and child at the property.

Reade declined the
householders’ offers of help,
but did not leave the premises
when asked to. He became
more aggressive after he asked
the householder for a cigarette
and was refused, even calling
him explicit names. The
householder then phoned the
police but not before Reade 
began brandishing a rock 
outside the property.

He is thought to have
dropped the object before the
arrival of police on the scene.

On Monday, Fort William
sheriff court heard that
Reade had consumed so much 
alcohol prior to the incident
that he passed out in a garden
nearby and when he woke up
he ‘did not know if he was in
Fort William or Glasgow’.

Reade, formerly from
Lochaber, now lives in
Glenurquhart road in
Inverness where he is studying
at college and lives with his
partner.

Sheriff Richard Davidson
said: ‘To do this to complete 
strangers is just nasty. They 
would have been alarmed and
it is worse that you were in
possession of a rock.’

Reade was ordered to carry 
out 60 hours of community 
service in Inverness to allow
him to continue with his
education.

AMANDA CRAWFORD
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Glencoe Inn fi re
shuts restaurant

LONG SERVICE: Plockton 
community council stalwart,

Charlie MacRae, is to step 
down after 40 years

CO-OPERATION: an empty home in Acharacle has been renovat-
ed to provide accommodation for a local family

Rural school facing rapid 
drop in number of pupils 

the beginning of the summer.
However, neighbouring school,
Spean Bridge primary, is set to
have 106 pupils return for the
new term in August.

Roy Bridge school was faced
with closure in 2006, but after
community campaigns to keep 
it open, Highland council
backtracked on the plan.

Then in 2009 - when there
were 29 pupils attending the 
school - it faced closure, but with
the support of Scottish Rural
Schools Network (SRSN),
parents and community groups
again campaigned against this
successfully.

John Fortheringham, 
chairman of Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
community council, said:
‘We would not encourage the
closure of Roy Bridge primary 
school and would support 
parents in the community if 
such proposals were raised.

‘There has been an influx of 
youngsters to the area, so it 
was hoped that school numbers
would increase year on year.’

With Spean Bridge primary 
school having a nursery, Mr 
Fotheringham believes this has 
had an impact on the school
roll at Roy Bridge decreasing 

over the years. He said: ‘The 
nursery has impacted from 
what I can gather.

‘When parents send their 
children to nursery, it is often 
the case that they settle there 
and it is easer for them to 
continue to go to school there.

‘The low numbers may be 
a blip and there may be more 
children in the future, but time 
will tell. I hope that Roy Bridge 
continues.’

There is just one teacher 
at Roy Bridge and four at its 
larger counterpart, Spean 
Bridge. The schools share 
a cluster headteacher who 

travels the three miles between
the villages. 

As the Oban Times went
to press, the chairman of the
parent council, David Dignan,
was unavailable for comment.

A spokeswoman from
Highland council said there
are no plans to close Roy 
Bridge school, despite the
rapidly dropping school roll.

The spokeswoman added:
‘Any decision to close a school 
is a political one, made by 
elected members following a 
period of consultation with the
community, stakeholders and
the Scottish government.’

Tick removal tool

is ‘a great idea’

as part of £300,000 upgrade

Disused Acharacle home given new lease of life

A MAN who smashed a glass door in 
front of an elderly woman has been 
told his behaviour was ‘appalling’.

Sean McCuish, of 4 Banavie Road, 
Caol, appeared at Fort William sheriff 
court on Tuesday.

The 24-year-old pleaded guilty at a
previous hearing to verbally abusing 
and behaving aggressively towards a 
71-year-old at his home.

The court heard how McCuish 

threw his mobile phone on the kitchen 
floor before walking through to the 
lounge and smashing the glass door, 
during the incident on the evening of 
November 26 last year.

Defence solicitor, Hamish Melrose, 
said: ‘He knows that he acted in a 
way that was uncalled for. He is also
taking active steps to move on from 
the incident.’

Mr Melrose also told how following 

the incident McCuish has begun to 
address his ‘anger issues’.

Sheriff Richard Davidson said: ‘This 
is the first occasion that this man has 
had anger management issues, but I 
am keen to get to the bottom of what 
has caused this appalling behaviour.’

The sheriff requested a background 
report on McCuish ahead of his 
sentencing scheduled for September 
15.

A COMMUNITY group received an award for
the ‘uplifting’ changes it has made to the town.

Fort William town team (FWTT) became
the first group in the town to receive the
citizen of the year award. During a ceremony 
last Monday, the award was given to members 
from the accolade’s creators, Fort William 
community council (FWCC). On behalf of 
FWCC chairman, Neil Clarke, said: ‘The group 

has uplifted the town with hanging baskets, by 
painting chairs and planting near the bypass. 
We thought it was particularly deserving of the
award this year.’

A FWTT spokesperson said: ‘Thank you to 
everyone who helped us achieve our award, 
supported us along the way, unanimously 
decided to give it to the town team and came to 
celebrate with us. We could not be more proud.’

PROUD: members of Fort William’s town team and community council at the award ceremony

FOUR people were involved in
a road traffi  c collision at Dornie
on Tuesday.

Only one vehicle was in-
volved in the incident on the
A87 and the four occupants are
not thought to have sustained
life- threatening injuries.

The road, which leads to the 
Skye bridge, was closed from
around 2.30pm until almost
5pm.

Car crash results
in closure of A87

TRIBUTES have been paid
to a former Western Isles
councillor who passed away
at the weekend aged 68.

Donald Macdonald was
elected to Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar in 1990 and served
Scalpay, Bays and Harris East
until 2007. 

Speaking after his death on
Sunday, comhairle convenor
Norman MacDonald said:
‘Donald was a good man who
cared and worked for his
community tirelessly. He was 
a very active participant in all
of the comhairle’s processes
and served as vice chairman
of transportation, chair of 
contract services and chair of 
the commercial operations
board. Donald was a key
driver of the Scalpay bridge
project and many other 
benefi cial works for his 
community. Our thoughts go
out to his family and friends 
at this very sad time.’

Tributes paid to 
former councillor

HIGHLAND council is
offering a free tick removal
tool and information leaflet
to prevent lyme disease from
bites. 

The small spider-like crea-
tures feeds on blood and will
bite humans if they make it 
onto skin. They can often be
picked up in long grass or from 
domestic pets and can cause 
the bacterial infection.

Bob Murdoch, a Highland 
council environmental
health officer, said: ‘This is a
widespread issue across the 
country and we should all take d
simple precautions like avoid-
ing walking though long grass 
with bare legs or arms in the
tick season of May to Septem-
ber. Tuck trousers into socks
and inspect yourself when 
you get home. If you haven’t 
already got a tick tool, this is
a great idea and something we 
should all have handy in the 
car, wallet or handbag.’

For a free tick removal tool
and information leaflet send 
a stamped and addressed
envelope to Tooled up for
tick time, Environmental 
Health, Community Services, 
The Highland Council, Town
House, High Street, Inver-
ness, IV1 1JJ.

CONSULTATION into trans-
port in Uist and Barra has
moved up a gear.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has asked for public opinion 
on what services should be
available on the islands and 
locals can give their opinions 
at two events next month.

The first will be at Castlebay 
school, Barra, on Thursday 
August 13 from 2.30pm until

7pm with the second at Sgoil 
Lionacleit, Benbecula, on Sat-
urday August 15 from 11am
until 3pm.

Councillor Angus Campbell,
chairman of the partnership,
said: ‘The Uist and Barra pub-
lic transport project is using a
completely new approach to
the way services are commis-
sioned.  I strongly urge people 
to come along.’

BUSINESS owners in Fort 
William have saved £20,000 
through a local tourism book-
ing system, a marketing group
has said.

Providers of the not-for- 
profit Fort William accom-
modation marketing group 
(FWAMG) said hotel and bed 
and breakfast owners in the 
town have saved thousands in 
the two years since the web-
site’s launch due to cheaper 
commission fees than interna-
tional companies. The group
was set up in 2013 and since
then has taken direct bookings 
for its 25 members. 

Andy Keen, chairman of 
FWAMG said: ‘It felt like a
bit of a David and Goliath
situation going up against 
these industry giants. The
first bookings came in quite
quickly, though and after that, 
it just began to grow and grow.

‘Why should this money go
to multi-national corporations 
when it can remain in the Lo-
chaber economy? Too many 
local accommodation provid-
ers are paying a fortune every 
month in commission when it
could stay in their pocket.’

Sheriff appalled at man’s behaviour

Stalwart calls it a
day after decades

Tourism booking 
system saves cash

Town team’s pride over 
Fort community award

Man scared family in the 
early hours of the morning

Transport in the spotlight

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Early learning and childcare will help young children gain vital 
language and learning skills, improve their social development 
and help them do better at school when the time comes. It will 
also support parents to work, train or study.

Two-year-old children are eligible for 600 hours of free early 
learning and childcare if their parent or carer receives:

 Income Support (IS)

 Job Seeker’s Allowance (income based)

  Any income related element of Employment and Support Allowance

 Incapacity or Severe Disablement Allowance

 State Pension Credit

  Child Tax Credit (CTC), but not Working Tax Credit and your income is less than £16,105*

 Both maximum CTC and maximum Working Tax Credit and your income is under £6,420*

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999*

 Universal Credit*

In addition, children aged two or over who are (or have been at any point since turning two)  
looked after by a local council, the subject of a kinship care or guardianship order are eligible.

*This applies to children who have turned two on or after 1st March 2015.

The income thresholds for Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit can vary annually.

For more info visit  
 

ask your health visitor or contact your 
local council.

earlylearningandchildcare.scot

POLICE are investigating a fire 
that destroyed an ancient family 
home on the banks of Loch Etive, 
famous for being a location in the 
last James Bond film, Skyfall, 
writes Louise Glen.

Alltchaorunn, near Dalness
in Glen Etive, was ‘burnt to the 
ground’ by the fire last Saturday 
and highlighted by the popular 
Facebook page, ‘Glen Etive the 
dirty truth’.

The individuals who started the
blaze have been called ‘scumbags
and mindless morons’ by people
on the social media site for

destroying the last of a few tra-
ditional houses in the rural areas
of Glen Etive. 

The house is believed to 
have been used by the Earls of 
Breadalbane in the 18th and 19th
centuries for family holidays at
the remote location four miles 
from the nearest main road.

The house and surrounding
bothies were home to various 
families who are now scattered 
throughout the world. They were
alerted to the fire by Facebook.

Concerns over the loss of their
heritage by the destruction of the 

Families are ‘devastated’ 
BURNT OUT: Smoke can still be seen in the ruins of the house

building were outlined by Toni
Kelly Fleeton, of Tasmania, she 
said: ‘How devastating. I am hop-
ing that it is the two-storey house
next door to the little white cot-
tage. I’d like to know which one
was on fire as I am coming over 
to visit in September and have
planned a visit to the property 
to see the birthplace of my great-
grandfather.’

If anyone was in the area at the
time, Saturday July 15, and no-
ticed anything suspicious, please
call 101 and speak to Police 
Scotland.

HIGH NOTES: Popular band, CherryGrove, en route to the Tiree Music Festival, delighted the audience
at the Taynuilt ceilidh last Thursday with a lively and rousing programme of music 

TIMESLINE

‘DON’T throw away a £15 million
building’ was the plea made by a
local councillor to his Argyll and 
Bute colleagues before Oban’s
high school is demolished.

Councillor for Oban North and 
Lorn, Iain MacLean, wants a
rethink before the old building
is reduced to rubble to make
way for a car park and a ‘grand’ 
entrance to a new purpose-built 
school due to open for the 
2017/18 season. 

A former businessman, coun-
cillor MacLean believes the
building may be valuable for oth-

er public services or community 
resources.

But a local authority spokes-
man said it was ‘impossible’ to
accommodate the new and old
schools on the same site.

However, the councillor is 
backed in his calls by former MP
Alan Reid. 

Mr Reid, who was ousted from
the Argyll and Bute Westminster 
seat in May, said: ‘On the door-
steps, local people were saying
time and again that a new school
is not needed.

‘Many suggested that, to save 
money, it might be best not to
spend multi-millions on a new
school.’

Councillor MacLean said the
chance to relocate the school or 
stop the rebuild was probably 
past, but there was still time to
save the former school building.

Mr MacLean said: ‘I have an
email from Argyll and Bute 
council in response to my en-
quiry about the book value of the
existing school building. 

‘It is a figure well in excess of 
£15 million.

‘I have tried for several months
to introduce a rethink about 
demolishing the existing building
after completion of the new one.

‘Future uses I have highlighted
to justify retention of the present
building, at least the majority of 

it, include the desperate need for 
additional local authority office 
space and rationalisation of ex-
isting multiple offices, additional 
Argyll college space, considera-
tion to sharing with other public 
bodies such as Police Scotland, 
turning over the gym hall for
general public use such as the 
youth requirement for a skate 
park, facilities for bigger musical 
events such as mòds and larger 
conferences being attracted to 
Oban.

‘If one considers the dire budg-
eted financial situation Argyll 
and Bute council is facing, then 
we need to find ways of making 
the most of what assets we have 

to fullfil future needs where 
there is no real hope of finding
funding to provide new-build
alternatives.

‘In short, it’s a very, very waste-
ful approach to demolish such an
asset to make way for a car park 
and new entrance for the new 
high school.

‘The latter, which intends to
divert pupils from Soroba Road
into Millar Road, is pretty un-
likely to be easily adopted, as it’s
a long way around.’

Education spokesman for 
the council, councillor Rory 
Colville, said: ‘This new school 
will help to equip 1300 children
for the future; providing them

with a fabulous facility in which
they can learn and succeed, be 
ambitious and realise their full 
potential.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council continued: ‘Follow-
ing a site selection process which 
involved an extensive public 
consultation, the current school 
site was chosen as the only pos-
sible site for the new Oban High
and was approved by our project 
partners.’

He said the funding was 
allocated to Oban because the 
school had been extended over
many years and was increasingly 
unsuitable for delivering high 
quality modern education.  

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Not a full chamber
to discuss budgets

A new date fi xed 
for Connel sailor

Work to start on 
esplanade hotel

Watchdog to take
a look at concerns

ANTI-piracy crewman, Billy
Irving, is to appear before
the Indian supreme court on
August 3, which may bring an
end to his three-year ordeal.

The Connel man has been
held since October 2012 after
his ship strayed into Indian
waters. Cleared of  any charg-
es, the Indian authorities still
hold his passport.

AUDIT Scotland confi rmed it is
undertaking a review of Argyll
and Bute council with a report 
due before the end of the year.

A spokesman for the statutory 
body confi rmed it had received 
concerns from a councillor and
a Holyrood politician, which
it said it would address in the 
second follow-up report. 

A CRUNCH budget meeting to 
discuss scathing cuts to Argyll
and Bute council’s services
and staffing was attended by
25 out of a full council of 36
members.

The day in May was planned
weeks in advance, but 11 elect-
ed members were absent.

Members attending from
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area
were councillors Mary-Jean
Devon, Neil McIntyre, Iain
MacLean, Roddy McCuish and
Elaine Robertson, while coun-
cillor Duncan MacIntyre is on an
agreed long-term absence.

DEVELOPERS of the Argyll
hotel on Oban’s esplanade
have confi rmed an applica-
tion for a building warrant
was made this week. Owner,
Alan MacLeod, said he hoped
work would start soon. 

THE MS Prinsendam seemed to
favour a walk on the Esplanade 
rather than take a dignified sail
out of Oban Bay on Tuesday 
morning, writes Louise Glen.
 The mid-sized Holland America 
Line cruise ship is nicknamed by 
travellers, the Elegant Explorer.
 But the handsome ship took her
journey too far when she slipped 
into the sea channel closest to 
the seafront hotels.

On hand was Eric Dickison, 
of Wellpark House bed and
breakfast in Oban, to take this 
photograph where the 27-year-
old beauty had a close call.

The cruise liner is no stranger 

to danger. On February 1, 2007, 
Prinsendam was hit by two 
12-metre tall rogue waves near 
Cape Horn.

There were around 40 injuries, 
with some passengers taking to 
hospital for treatment.

Five years later on March 22 
2012, Prinsendam, en route to 
Portimao in Portugal, received 
a distress call from a Portuguese 
fishing boat with eight people 
aboard. 

The Portuguese Coastguard 
directed Prinsendam to pick up 
the fishermen and stand by for a 
helicopter to take the eight men 
to shore.
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TIMESLINE
User old enough to 
have known better

Sheriff  gives stern 
advice to boy, 18

Man denies drugs 
charges in court

No return journey 
to court - sheriff 

Reported to fi scal
for cocaine abuse

Highland drivers
hit the high spot
for test passes 

STAR TURN: Margaret Menassa, from Oban, with TV stars, Giles Wood and Mary Killin, from
Channel Four’s Googlebox

CELEBRITY spotting has
become something of an  oc-
cupational hazard for an Oban
woman.

Trolly dolly, or on-board
services supervisor, Margaret
Menassa, who works on the 
trains between Oban and
Glasgow on the West Highland

Line, has met more than her
fair share of A-listers.

On Saturday, she met two 
of the stars of hit TV show 
‘Gogglebox’ known as Giles 
Wood  and  Mary Killin as they 
returned from a ‘magical trip’ 
from Mull.

Margaret who has previously 

served Bob Odenkirk, from hit
American TV series Breaking
Bad and Better Call Saul, says
everyone is treated the same
way.

Margaret said: ‘Of course
people are using the train - it is
one of the best journeys in the
world.’

 t30margaret1no

THIEVES have struck again 
at one of Argyll’s architectural 
gems when they stripped £35,000
worth of lead from a lochside 
church roof.

 St Conan’s Kirk, the impressive
Loch Awe church and cloister
which lies just off the A85, was
targeted by the thieves for the
second time in a year sometime
between Friday night and Satur-
day morning.

Volunteers, who are trying to
raise £1 million to restore the
exquisite church, have been hit 
with an additional eye-watering
£70,000 to cover the cost of the 
thefts and subsequent damage to 
the building.

After the first theft, the re-
placement lead roof was marked 
by an anti-theft device, but the
church volunteers don’t hold 
out much hope of the lead being

traced and recovered. David
MacLeod, a volunteer who opens
and closes the kirk for visitors
every day and also helps out in 
the community cafe, said: ‘I went
over on Saturday morning and
opened up as usual. It was dev-
astating to see that we had been
hit by thieves again. The last time
this happened it cost us £35,000
to repair.

‘We are a small charity who
are volunteering to bring the

kirk back up to standard. While
police are looking for the people
who have done this - I want to 
make sure through the pages of 
the Oban Times that everyone is
aware of the damage that these
thefts are doing to our buildings.’

St Conan’s Kirk was built for 
the mother of Walter Douglas
Campbell, younger brother of 
the first Lord Blythswood.

Local tradition has it that the
elderly Mrs Campbell found the 
long drive to the parish church in
Dalmally much too arduous, and
that her son built her a church
nearby.

The church was completed in
the 1920s and 1930s.

Last year, the group started a 
fundrasing campaign to raise
£1million, and were awarded
£51,000 from the Church Roof 
Fund. 

Anyone with information on
the theft should contact police on
101 asking for the Oban office.

Thieves leave fundraisers with £70k bill
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

THE CONTROVERSIAL 
decision to allow a continental 
market to trade in Oban’s Sta-
tion Square this week has been
dubbed ‘a kick in the teeth’ by 
one shopowner.

The decision comes after Bid4
Oban, which represents over 480 
local businesses, had its objec-
tion rejected by Argyll and Bute 
council over the plan.

The market was scheduled to
begin trading yesterday, Wednes-
day, until Saturday, under a
restricted licence. This means 
certain goods cannot be traded,
namely those in direct competi-
tion with local businesses.

In 2013, Dunfermline-based
Continental Market Ltd was
granted a street trader’s licence

on the basis it would not sell the 
same produce as established 
shops in the town. However, the 
enterprise was issued with an 
enforcement order by a council 
officer, instructing the owner to 
close down around half of the 

stalls, as they did not comply with
the licence, with one man also
charged by police.

The council did not confirm the
name of the company given the
licence to trade this year.

One shopowner to voice his
feelings was Alan Cathro, for-
mer chairman of Oban chamber
of commerce. He has traded in
the Iona Shop, next to Station
Square, for 50 years.

He said: ‘My feeling is that it is
in the wrong place entirely, being
right in the middle of the town.
I don’t understand the decision
and, in some ways, I think the
council might be dictated to by 
some of the traders.

‘Every other business has ex-
penses all year round, yet at the
same time, council services are
getting taken away to balance the
books.

‘This is a bit of a kick in the 
teeth to rate payers.’

Poppies garden centre owner 
Gary McPherson, who has trad-
ed in the Oban area for 24 years, 
said he was concerned over lack 
of enforcement of the market’s 
restrictions. 

He said: ‘The last time it was 
here, there were restrictions but 
they weren’t adhered to. These 
restrictions are in place, but 
they’ll come along, set up and 
just do what they want - I’ve seen
it time after time. 

‘The trouble is the council is 
understaffed and underfunded,
so it’ll grant this licence but
won’t police it. 

‘Also, the money will be going 
straight out of the town so it 
doesn’t benefit Oban at all. 

‘You’d think the council would 
be concentrating on keeping the 
businesses that are here open,
paying rates all year, but instead 
they seem to make it harder.’

However, Alan MacLeod, who

owns the town’s Ee-usk and Pi-
azza restaurants, welcomed the 
decision.

‘Who is scared of the competi-
tion from a market?’ he said. 

‘Protectionism is not the way to
go forward. Competition is good 
for everyone.’

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
BID4Oban, said the group had 
notified levy payers of its efforts 
to have the licence refused.

‘BID4Oban Limited is ex-
tremely disappointed that even 
this restricted licence has been 
granted,’ he said.

‘We do not feel that the legit-
imate objections voiced by the 
business community have been
properly considered.  

‘There will still be direct 
competition with rate-paying 
businesses in town and there will 
be a displacement effect with 
shoppers being drawn away from 
established business premises.

‘We will continue to make rep-
resentation to Argyll and Bute 

MARKET FORCES: the market in the same location, in 2013, with Oban woman, Adele Duncan

council as to our dissatisfaction
with this outcome, and will 
continue to lobby vigorously on 
behalf of our levy payers.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute council confirmed that 
goods on the list of the licence in-
cluded Italian handbags, crepes,
handicraft from Thailand and 
Spanish paella.

He added: ‘We have taken
care to ensure that the operator 
is aware that the market must 
comply with the conditions of 
the licence, including the range
of goods sold.

‘The licence was granted by 
our legal services team because 
it met the relevant criteria.

 ‘We would not expect the mar-
ket to have any negative impact 
on local traders, given that the 
goods to be sold are not in direct 
competition. 

‘Well-managed, complementa-
ry markets can actually enhance 
local business by drawing addi-
tional shoppers to the town.’

Town traders angry about market 
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

A HOUSE party in Oban got 
so rowdy that police had to 
use CS gas as they attempted 
to arrest a man.

At around 11.15pm on Jan-
uary 16, police were called to 
the address in question after 
reports of a disturbance and,
on entering, were confronted
by a house full of people, 
including juveniles.

While trying to arrest Dan-
iel Nesbitt, 35, for swearing 
at the officers, his friend 
Ranold Clark, 29, tried to in-

tervene and stop police from 
apprehending him.

Clark was arrested for re-
sisting and obstructing police 
officers and subsequently 
found to be in possession of 
cannabis. Corey Telfer, 19 
and Craig MacIvor, 17, were 
both arrested after obstruct-
ing and resisting officers by 
pushing mobile phones in 
their faces in an attempt to
video the incident.

At Oban Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday, Procurator Fiscal 

Eoin McGinty said: ‘Police
were warning everyone to
stand back and it got to the
point where they had to take
out CS gas.’

Representing himself, Nes-
bitt, of Arcadia Street, Glas-
gow, admitted threatening
and abusive behaviour and 
claimed he had only sworn at
the officer because she had
sworn at him first and made
a derogatory remark.

He was fined £250.
Also pleading guilty, the

court heard that Clark, of 
Longsdale Crescent, Oban,
did not usually drink and
would not have intervened in 
his friend’s arrest if he had 
not been drinking. He was 
fined £300 and admonished 
for possession of cannabis.

Telfer, of Hynish Crescent,
Oban pleaded guilty to resist-
ing arrest and was fined £300.
McIvor, of Soroba Road,
Oban, also admitted the same
charge and had his sentenced 
deferred until August 18.

Police had to use CS gas as they
tried to break up rowdy party

A MAN seen staggering along a 
street in Oban was stopped by
police after he appeared to be
trying to conceal something.

Andrew Docherty of Millpark 
Place in the town was searched
on July 11 last year on Oban’s
Esplanade and found to have
84 tablets, in eight blister
packs, of diazepam worth
between £42 and £84.

The groundsman, 45, ad-
mitted possessing the drug
illegally and was told by Sheriff  
Ruth Anderson QC at Oban
sheriff  court this week that at
his age he should have put
such off ences behind him.

He was fi ned £400.

A 35-YEAR-old man has
been charged with illegal
drug possession and being
in a building without lawful
authority.

Michael Doherty,  of 
Iona Road, Port Glasgow,
has pleaded not guilty to
possessing diamorphine,
amphetamine and diazepam
on July 20 at Albany Apart-
ments in Oban.

He also denied being in Al-
bany Apartments unlawfully,
where it could be inferred he
intended to commit theft.

Docherty was remanded 
in custody on Tuesday at
Oban sheriff  court for trial on 
August 18.

A FIRST off ender at Oban
sheriff  court on Tuesday was 
told, ‘do not get involved with
drugs’ after admitting being in
possession of cocaine.

Ryan MacAllister, 19, of Colon-
say Terrace, Oban, was stopped
by police just after midnight on
February 2 after they saw him
trying to conceal something.

He was found to be in pos-
session of what was later con-
fi rmed as £10-worth of cocaine.

Fining him £200, Sheriff  Ruth
Anderson QC told MacAllister: 
‘I don’t want to see you back in
this court again.’

‘DON’T go down this road; it
will wreck your health, your
relationships and cost you
a lot of money,’ Sheriff  Ruth
Anderson QC warned a fi rst 
off ender who had admitting
possessing illegal drugs.

Bailey Taylor, 18, of Co-
lonsay Terrace, Oban, was
stopped by police and found
to have 0.4g of the drug
MDMA, worth £20, and tiny
amount of cannabis. He was
fi ned £200 for possession of 
MDMA and admonished on
the cannabis charge.

A 39-YEAR-OLD Oban man
was detained in police custody
recently and charged with sup-
plying a Class A drug, namely
cocaine. A report has been sent
to the procurator fi scal.

PEOPLE on Coll want more 
houses. That’s the over-
whelming finding of a recent 
survey carried out on the 
island, writes Steven Rae. 

Seventy per cent of the 
island’s residents responded,
calling for more homes to be
built.

The statistics were gathered
by Development Coll, with
the survey supported by Ar-
gyll and Bute council, Rural

Housing Scotland and the
Argyll Community Housing
Association (ACHA)

A spokesman for Devel-
opment Coll said: ‘The evi-
dence indicates a that some
additional accommodation
provided at affordable prices
or rent levels could play a key 
role in sustaining recent pop-
ulation growth and economic
regeneration.

Critically, this would have to

operate in tandem with real
and sustainable employment
opportunities. 

‘A small-scale development 
of mainstream social rented 
properties could address 
the current and latent need
from young residents and 
newly-forming families. 

‘The main requirement, 
however, for new build
housing is likely to be for 
low-cost home ownership 

via self-build, if feasible.’
Discussions are ongoing with
ACHA, which has indicated
its commitment to build two
social houses. Argyll and
Bute council and the Scottish
government have offered
funding for the project. 

Development Coll is also
applying to the Scottish Land
Fund which could support
land purchase for social
housing.

Survey reveals demand for homes

Survey on the diverse Argyll coastline

Star spotting on the train

A GREEK student at the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) in Dunbeg is 
conducting a survey on the diver-
sity of the Argyll coastline.

Lizy Spanou, 22, is studying 
ecosystem-based management at 

SAMS, in conjunction with the
University of St. Andrews.

She is inviting people to
complete the survey by Monday,
July 27, to gauge the value of the
coastal environment in Argyll.

She said: ‘Argyll has an increas-

ing number of aquaculture sites
and marine protected areas, as 
well as being beautiful, which 
makes it the ideal place for my 
survey.’

To complete the survey visit
www.argyllsurvey.org.

BARRA is the most successful
place in the UK for men to
learn to drive, according to
new fi gures released by the 
Driving and Vehicle Standards
Agency (DVSA).

And the statistics, which 
covered the past year, also 
show that eight of the UK’s top
10 centres for passing driving
tests were in the Highlands 
and islands.

While the national average 
pass rate is 47 per cent, 
Highland and island drivers are
enjoying pass rates as high as
83 per cent, with male learners
on Barra hitting a perfect 100
per cent pass rate - although
just six took the test there in 
the past year.

When 10 female learners sat 
their test on Barra the pass rate
was still high at 81 per cent.

Drivers in Mallaig recorded a
pass rate of 83 per cent, with 
the next highest at 74 per cent 
in Kyle of Lochalsh and 71 per
cent on Skye. 

Centres on Arran, Orkney, 
Ballater and in Lochgilphead
occupied the remaining
Highland and island spots in 
the UK top ten, with driver
success rates between 69 and
67 per cent.

DISAPPOINTED: Graeme Bass

LAID BARE:
Thieves stripped 
£35,000 worth 
of lead from the 
roof of St Conan’s 
Kirk by Loch Awe 
last weekend, the 
second time they 
have targeted the 
ornate church in 
a year
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Mingary hot shot is the 
new Scottish championFootball

A LOCHABER shooting star
who lost out on Commonwealth
medals during the 2014 games
made a comeback last month and 
won the title of Scottish champi-
on.

John MacDonald, 36, from
Mingary was an Olympic trap
shooter, but took semi-retirement 
after a poor performance at the 
Glasgow games last year.

In 2010 he won the British,
Scottish and English open cham-
pionships, then qualified for his 
first World Cup in Dorset.  The
personal best he shot there - 118 
out of 125 - was good enough to 
secure his place in the Scottish 
Commonwealth Games team. 

MacDonald, a self-employed 
deer stalker, venison dealer and 
guest house owner, was left dis-
appointed after failing to bring a 
medal home.

He said: ‘I knew what I was
capable of and I knew I should
have been somewhere in the level 
of winning medals. Because I 
slightly under-achieved at the
Commonwealth Games I decided
to take a break.’

Following the downturn of his
shooting career, MacDonald 
enjoyed 12 months of family life
with wife, Emma, 26, and seven-
month-old daughter, Megan.

After entering the Olympic
trap Scottish championships on
a whim last month, MacDonald 
made an outstanding comeback 
and went on to win a gold medal 
and the trophy.

He continued: ‘For some

CUP WINNERS: The victorious
Lochaber high school shinty
team with the MacBean cup 

THE VOLLEY have pulled out
of the Marine Harvest welfare
league due to lack of players,
leaving six teams to finish the
season. 

Caol United only need one
point from their next two games
to win the league for a second 
year in a row after their closest
rivals, Mallaig, lost 3-1 to bottom
team Nevis Range on Friday.

But favourites, Caol, also lost
their first game of the season 
on Friday, going down 3-2 to 
Lochaber in the UMD cup. 

Mallaig retained some dignity 
in their cup game, beating
Ballachulish 9-5.

This week, Lochaber were due
to take on Mallaig on Tuesday,

Lundavra faced Caol United
last night (Wednesday) and
Caol United play second place 
Mallaig tomorrow night.

Next week marks the start of 
the final two cup competitions,
the Duthie cup for the top three
teams and the Kinloch shield for 
the bottom three. 

Next week’s fixtures (all cup):
Lundavra v Nevis Range, Tues
July 28, Nevis Range v Ballachu-
lish, Thurs July 30, Caol United
v Lochaber, Fri July 31.

League table, as of July 20
  P Pts
Caol United 10 30
Mallaig  10 24
Lochaber 11 18
Lundavra 11 19
Ballachulish 12 12
Nevis Range 12  6

THE ANNUAL Harris Ross 
Texas Scramble will be held 
at Fort William golf club this 
weekend.

In memory of Harris Ross, 
who died of a brain tumour at 15
months old in 2010, the compe-
tition is a fundraising effort for 
STAR for Harris, a charity set
up by the baby’s parents to raise 
awareness of childhood cancer.

Tanya Ross, Harris’ mother, 
said: ‘Thanks largely to this
event and the amazing support 
of our community, STAR
for Harris has continued to
annually support research into
childhood cancer, fund music 
therapy at Scotland’s two chil-
dren’s oncology wards, provide
gift sets for children going into
isolation and provide resources
for the wards. We know from 
personal experience what a 
difference these initiatives make
for children battling cancer. A 
truly valuable and special legacy 
for our beautiful, brave and
sparkly son.’ 

Tee off is from 7.30am this
Sunday (July 26). To book a time
contact Fort William golf club
on 01397 704464.

SKYE and Lochalsh sports
council donated grants totalling
£2,212 at the group’s last
meeting on July 6.

Money was given to Kin-
lochshiel adult and junior shinty 
clubs, Skye adult and junior
camanachd clubs and Skye
and Lochalsh junior football
association.

The sports council’s next 
meeting will be held in Portree
on September 28.

FORT William football club’s
season got off to a disappointing 
start when they went down 3-2 to 
Rothes in the North of Scotland
cup.

The Claggan side travelled east
for their first game of the 2015-
16 season,, but were 3-0 down by 
the start of the second half.

Ally Ewen’s men pulled it back 
in the second half with goals 
from Scott White and John
MacLeod. Lewis Campbell
almost levelled the scores with 
an 18 yard drive, but the Rothes
keeper turned the ball away in
a stunning save, ensuring it was
the home side who progressed to
the next round.

Fort William FC vice chair-
man, David MacDonald, said: 
‘Given that it is virtually a new 
team, it will take them time to 
gel and once all the players have 
settled in, then we will certainly 
be a team to be reckoned with.’

Missing from the weekend’s
line-up was new captain, Martin
Kerr. The 28-year-old central 
midfielder was awarded his cap-
taincy when he signed a new con-
tract last week, but was not with 
his team when they travelled to
Rothes at the weekend. He will
be helped by new vice-captain,
Darren Quigg. 

Kerr said: ‘I am absolutely 
delighted to be given the op-
portunity to captain the side. It
is a great honour and I will feel 
proud leading the team out on a
Saturday. Hopefully this season 
will be as successful and enjoya-
ble as the one past.’

Fort William will begin their 
league campaign at home this 
Saturday, when they welcome 
Strathspey Thistle for the first
game of the Highland league.

LOCHABER camanachd club 
were crowned winners of this 
year’s Joe Toal sixes tournament, 
after hosting the event at Spean 
Bridge on Sunday.

Joined by neighbours, Fort 
William and Kilmallie, Lochaber 
welcomed teams from all over the 
Highlands for the annual event, 
but it was the home side who won 
the trophy after a closely-fought 
final against Newtonmore. 

LOCHABER athletic club
was on tour this weekend as 19
runners travelled to Wales for
the 40th Snowdon mountain
race.

Of the Lochaber competitors,
Gavin MacMillan was first
home, taking on the highest
peak in Wales in one hour, 
34 minutes and 06 seconds,
earning him 106th place overall.
Some 600 athletes took part on
Saturday.

First Lochaber lady home was
Amanda Blackhall, who ran
the 1,805 metres and back in 1
hour, 43 minutes and 20 seconds,
taking 208th place overall.  

United only need
one point to win 
league title

Athletes take
part in Snowdon 
mountain race

Skye and Lochalsh
sports council
hands out the cash

Fort William 

Golf

BIG SHOT: Seven-month-old Megan sports dad John MacDonald’s gold medal after he won the Scottish 
championship in Olympic trap

strange reason I entered  the
Scottish championship.

‘It’s the first time that I’ve shot
a gun since the Commonwealth
Games, and to win that weekend
was amazing.’

There were more than 40
experienced shooters competing
for the title at the North Ayrshire
shooting ground in Dalry.

Competitors shot at 150 clay 
pigeon targets each over the two-
day tournament.

MacDonald said: ‘I started out
on the Saturday quite rusty and
was a wee bit behind to begin
with. But once I got back into it, I
was doing well.

‘I was fifth going in to the final,
but my experience pulled me
through and I won 5/4. I got 11
hits out of 15 and Douglas Brown
who took home silver got 10 hits
out of 15.’

With no intentions of returning
to the sport full-time, he said:
‘Having the baby has just been
the best thing for me. I have been
able to help Emma out and focus
on the businesses, which has
been great for her.

‘I probably won’t lift a gun until
next year’s Scottish champion-
ship, but I have never been one
to train.

‘When I have over-trained, I’ve
found it to have an adverse effect
on my performance.

‘I much prefer to just go out
there and do it.’

‘It’s the fi rst time I’ve
shot a gun since the 
Commonwealth Games’

Sports council

Lochaber defeat
Newtonmore to
win Joe Toal
tournament
Six-a-side shinty

RIVALS: Fort William and Kilmallie joined hosts Lochaber to welcome guest teams to the annual Joe Toal sixes tournament   21_f30joetoal01 

LOCHABER high school’s shinty 
team successfully defended the
MacBean cup following a tourna-
ment in Inverness. 

The Bught park event featured 
the Fort William side, Plockton and 
Portree high schools with each team 
playing each other twice. 

Lochaber were undefeated in the
tournament and a 3-0 victory in the 

final game saw them take home the
trophy again.

Cousins Cameron and Darren
Whyte kept up the family tradition 
by being part of the MacBean cup 
winning team as their fathers, Stuart
and Brian Whyte, brothers, played
together in Lochaber high school’s
victorious team of 1994.

Gordon Metheson from Plockton 
won the Greig Anderson quaich for 
player of the tournament. 

School shinty

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, July 23, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.21 1.7 09.56 3.2 16.22 1.6 22.00 3.3r
Fri 05.11 1.9 10.45 3.0 17.12 1.8 22.48 3.1
Sat 06.11 1.9 12.01 2.9 18.11 1.8  **.** 1.8
Sun 00.01 3.0 07.19 1.9 13.49 2.9 19.16 1.8
Mon 02.00 3.0 08.29 1.7 14.58 3.1 20.24 1.7
Tues 03.12 3.2 09.28 1.5 15.48 3.3 21.29 1.4
Wed 04.05 3.4 10.16 1.2 16.32 3.6 22.27 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

10

13

12

Thursday Cloudy with light rain showesy
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 14ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showersy
 Winds light west north westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sundayk
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 9ºC to 13ºC.
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