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Serving the west since 1861

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk Tropical paradise? No, it’s Tiree festival

It might be hard to believe but Michael Wallace was serving up colourful cocktails 
in glorious sunshine at the Tiree Music Festival at the weekend. The event was a 
sell-out for the ninth year in succession and was hailed a scorching success by the 
organisers. Read the full story in our picture special on pages 14 and 15.

Oban’s ‘diabolical’ and ‘im-
possible’ new parking charges 
are ‘punishing’ businesses, 
and even forcing some to 
contemplate moving away 
from the town.

Lilian Hutchison, owner of 
Oban Fish and Chip Shop on 
George Street, told � e Oban 
Times this week, ‘it is just 
impossible’ to leave her busy 
business every two hours to 
move her car and pay the on-
street parking meter.

‘You have to punch in your 
registration,’ she explained. 
‘You get a ticket that allows 
you 30 minutes free. You get 
two hours a� er that. � en you 
have to move your car to an-
other space. You have to move 
around like a chessboard.

‘I cannot get out. It is im-
possible. It is not workable. 
You can imagine the number 
of parking tickets: £1,000 in 
parking � nes for the year.

‘I am employing 15 people. 
Employees are aggrieved as 
well. � ere are lots of people 
who are angry. � ey should 

not be punishing business 
people. � ey should be trying 
to help us.

‘If you live in the town, you 
get a permit. You are screwed 
if you do not live in the town. 
If they only issued me a per-
mit, I would be happy to pay 
it. � at is all I am asking.

‘� ey say there would be 
no spaces for tourists. � at 
is not my problem. � ey 
should provide more spaces. 
� ey should be building a 
multi-storey car park. How 
is it working for tourists on 
day trips? It is a complicated 
system for them to navigate. 
� ey are going to get parking 
tickets.’

Tourism businesses are also 
struggling. Paul Wooddisse 
has been running a skip-
pered yacht charter business 
from Oban Marina on the 
Isle of Kerrera for 17 years, 
travelling from his home in 
the Midlands for nine weeks 
a year, bringing dozens of 
customers each summer to 
the Oban area.

Previously, he and his guests 
parked for free at Atlantis 
Leisure Centre and on the 
Esplanade north of the cathe-

dral, but now Argyll and Bute 
Council has introduced new 
parking charges there.

‘It is diabolical,’ Mr 
Wooddisse said. ‘A week’s 
on-street parking will sig-
ni� cantly increase our costs 
with these charges and my 
customers will be a� ected 
too. I will seriously have to 
consider taking my business 
to Dunsta� nage or even 
further a� eld, rather than 
Kerrera.

‘I am putting money into 
the local economy and the 
marina. � at will be lost 
to the local economy. It is 
going to be a problem and it 
could drive me away. And I 
am not alone. Businesses are 
struggling.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘� e two-
hour parking limit for Oban’s 
on-street parking bays was 
introduced to improve access 
to services and shops for as 
many motorists as possible. 
O� -street car parks can be 
used for longer periods of 
parking and permits can be 
purchased for these car parks 
by everyone, whether they are 
residents or not.’

Oban businesses blast 
‘diabolical’ parking fees
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All set for 
West 
Highland 
Yachting Week!



� e Oban Times
Thursday 19 July 20182  NEWS

OT

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Frances Goodwin gave Lorn and Islands Hospital a CuddleCot. 16_T29_CuddleCot01

Argyll defi brillators 
‘need guardian angels’
De� brillators in Argyll may 
not be usable in medical 
emergencies because they have 
not been registered with the 
Scottish Ambulance Service.

In April, an ‘unavailable’ 
de� brillator caused concern 
when someone collapsed at 
Oban railway station. An e� ort 
was made to access the de� -
brillator at the clock in Station 
Square by dialling 999 but the 
operator was unable to grant 
access to its code.

A spokesperson for Scottish 
Ambulance Service told 
� e Oban Times the public 
access de� brillator had shown 
up as unavailable and the 
circumstances would be fully 
investigated with the local 
community.

� e Station Square de� brilla-
tor is currently checked by the 
Oban � re crews, but a perma-
nent custodian is needed.

When � e Oban Times 

asked the Scottish Ambulance 
Service for the outcome of the 
investigation, a spokesperson 
said: ‘All de� brillators are 
managed by local custodians. 
� ey register each working 
de� brillator and its location 
with us and are responsible for 
checking and maintaining it.

‘De� brillators need to be 
routinely checked by the local 
custodian to remain active on 
our system. � is prevents a 
situation arising where during 
an emergency our dispatchers 
point an emergency caller to a 
de� brillator which is no longer 
working. � is means that in 
an emergency we can alert the 
caller to the nearest available.

‘� is particular de� brillator 
[Station Square] was deselected 
in February 2018. We contacted 
the custodian several times so 
that it could be reactivated on 
our system, but unfortunately 
they did not come back to us.’

Training still needs to be 
organised for Ardchattan 
Community Council’s de� -

brillator at Benderloch, and 
it also has one at Bonawe, 
with a third planned for 
North Connel Village Hall. 
� e community council has 
also appealed for funding 
from Scottish Sea Farms for a 
fourth de� brillator which will 
hopefully go to Barcaldine. 
Access codes are displayed on 
Ardchattan’s de� brillators.

De� brillators are  also 
available at Kilninver School, 
Kilmelford Village Hall and at 
Kames Fish Farm. Seil Island 
Village Hall has one, there is 
one on Easdale and another 
site on Seil is being looked at 
for a third one. Ballet West 
at Taynuilt now has one for 
community use and there are 
four others in the village.

So far a list of de� brillators 
in Oban and Ganavan being 
drawn up by Rotarian Iain 
MacIntyre has identi� ed seven, 
including one at Glencruitten 
Golf Club. He hopes to create 
a handy directory of locations 
to go on display in local shop 

windows and keep it updated.
However, when � e Oban 

Times ran a check with the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
to see how many de� brillators 
it was aware of in our area, the 
numbers for some locations 
were at odds. According to the 
service, there are no registered 
de� brillators in Benderloch or 
Bonawe, none in Seil and only 
one in Kimelford.

Every de� brillator should 
have a custodian who carries 
out monthly checks, answering 
six questions on an ambulance 
service website. Although it 
is not a legal requirement,  if a 
de� brillator is not registered 
with the Scottish Ambulance 
Service it will not show up on 
its system and therefore the 
service will be unaware of its 
location or existence and no 
code will be available.

� e SAS says it is currently 
managing improvements to its 
de� brillator registration web 
pages to improve and simplify 
users’ experience.

Power cut sees Argyll 
World Cup on the move

Oban High demolition

‘CuddleCot’ to help grieving parents

Power was cut to nearly 400 
homes around Dalmally, 
Loch Awe and Taynuilt on 
Sunday, just a� er the start of 
the World Cup � nal, forcing 
many residents to drive into 
Oban to watch it.

A fault in Scottish and 
Southern Energy’s (SSE) over-
head network in the Bridge of 
Awe area caused the power to 
go o�  to 389 customers just 
a� er 4pm when the match 
between France and Croatia 
kicked o� .

� e Oban Times under-

stands frustrated football 
fans had to jump into their 
cars to � nish watching the 
game in bars and houses 
nearby.

SSE explained: ‘Our en-
gineers were able to get the 
power back on for 240 cus-
tomers just a� er 6pm. Mobile 
generation was brought in to 
restore the remaining sup-
plies, and everyone was back 
on by 9.20pm

‘We would like to apologise 
to our customers who were 
a� ected by this power cut.’

Demolition of the old Oban 
High School is well under 
way, with piles of rubble now 
situated on what was the front 
of the old building.

� is comes a� er pupils 

moved into a new £36 million 
high school in April this year. 

In addition to pulling down 
the old school, resurfacing of 
the all weather pitch at the 
back has started.

An Oban woman who lost 
her three-year-old baby 
almost 30 years ago has 
presented Lorn and Islands 
Hospital with a ‘CuddleCot’ 
so grieving parents can say a 
‘proper goodbye’.

Frances Goodwin lost her 
daughter, Yvonne Elizabeth 
Prosser-Maxwell, in 1989 
to  meningococcal septicae-
mia. And in 2016 she started 
fundraising to purchase a 
CuddleCot.

Frances said: ‘A CuddleCot 
keeps the baby cool, so that 
parents can spend time with 
their baby a� er they have 
passed away. It gives parents 
time to say a proper goodbye.’

While the hospital has had 

the device for some time, 
Frances was unable to o�  -
cially present the cot due to 
poor health until last Friday.

‘� ese CuddleCots cost 
£1,600,’ she added. ‘I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to say a huge thank you to the 
people of Oban who gener-
ously gave to the funding for 
this device. I do so appreciate 
it.’

In 2013, Frances joined an 
online support group called 
Angel Wings, which was 
founded by Michaela Street.

‘She herself su� ered many 
losses,’ Frances said. ‘Here I 
found comfort and support.

‘Forever Dressed in Love 
is the part of Angel Wings 

that make little out� ts made 
from wedding dresses and 
go in “forever packs” which 
are sent to parents who 
su� er loss and have little 
keepsakes.’

Frances also thanked 
Miranda Gordon and her 
little baby Cara, who ‘did a 
fantastic job of fundraising 
in her lovely baby’s name’; 
Pauline McCuish, who 
donated a brand new moses 
basket in memory of her 
grandson Darren; and Chris 
McCulloch, who donated 
little crochet blankets in 
memory of her baby Martin.

Frances said: ‘� anks again 
to all of you people of Oban. 
It is very much appreciated.’
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Final wish to rest in Oban
A family from New Zealand 
are planning to travel to 
Oban to scatter a relative’s 
ashes in the bay.

� e family of John 
Montgomery, who died 
two years ago, say they are 
making the marathon trip 
because it was his wish 
to have his � nal remains 
brought to Oban.

John’s sister, Marjory 
McCardel, who lives in 
Edinburgh, wrote to � e 
Oban Times to say: ‘His 
widow, Angela, and other 
members of his family are 
bringing the ashes from 
New Zealand to carry out 
his request.

‘John was a veterinary 
surgeon who spent most of 
his life working overseas, 
mainly in New Zealand but, 
for him, Oban was home.

‘During the Second World 
War, he had been evacuated 
there with my mother, 
and he attended Rock� eld 
School.

‘Our grandparents, Harry 
and Grace Forbes, lived in 
Argyll Square and holidays 
were always spent in Oban. 
A highlight of these times 
was the building of a ra�  at 
Port Beag (next to the ferry 
terminal) using empty oil 
drums, wooden pallets and 
a sail made from a para-
chute. He spent many happy 
hours paddling round Oban 
Bay.

‘� e Northern Lighthouse 
Board has kindly given 
permission for us to 
scatter his ashes from the 
Lighthouse Pier.’

While the scattering of 
John’s ashes will be poign-
ant for the family, they 
are planning to make it a 
celebration of his life.

Marjory said: ‘Our family 
group will be travelling by 
train to Oban, arriving 
early a� ernoon on Friday 
August 17. We shall be there 
for just one night.

‘We are really looking 

forward to the occasion. 
We will record the event 
with photos and cham-
pagne! And John would be 
delighted!’

Marjory went on to ex-
plain the family’s links to 
Oban and to the Northern 
Lighthouse Board (NLB), as 
her ancestors were mariners 
in the service of the NLB.

She said: ‘Our 
great-grandfather, Captain 
James Carnie, served as � rst 
mate on the MV Hesperus, 
one of the NLB supply 
vessels, which berthed there 
more than 100 years ago.

‘His father, our 
great-great-grandfather, 

Captain James Carnie sen-
ior, had also been employed 
by the Northern Lighthouse 
Board commissioners. He 
and his family lived on 
board a hulk, anchored in 
Oban Bay.

‘It was a former 
three-masted schooner and 
had been on an expedition 
to Canada in the search 
for Sir John Franklin, who 
had  disappeared trying to 
discover the North West 
Passage. De-masted, it 
served as a depot before the 
Lighthouse Pier was built.

‘Sadly, there are no close 
relatives still living in 
Oban.’

Left: John on a 
home-made raft in 
Oban Bay; above: his 
great-great-grandfather 
Captain James Carnie 
with his family; right: 
his great-grandfather 
Captain James Carnie 
junior; and, below left: 
the MV Hesperus, one of 
the Northern Lighthouse 
Boards supply vessels, 
decorated with bunting 
for the coronation of 
King Edward VII.

Family travel from New Zealand to scatter John’s ashes in the bay

Creative writing submissions are wanted
An Argyll homeless project 
is seeking prose and poetry 
contributions for new 
anthology.

ArgyllSHARE (Students 
Homelessness Awareness 
Raising Enterprise) wants 
budding writers to send in 
submissions for its 39 Steps 
initiative.

� e 39 Steps idea is a 
creative writing plan to raise 
awareness of rough sleeping 
in Scotland, and is so called 
because 39 is the average life 
expectancy of people sleeping 
rough here.

To be in keeping with 
the idea, the contributions 
should be 39 words in length 

and will be published in the 
anthology which will be 
launched at Hope Kitchen 
in Oban on October 10, so 
submissions need to be in by 
September 10.

Submissions of prose and 
poetry of 39 words should be 
sent to Sharon Wilkie-Jones 
at sharon@argyllshare.co.uk.
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The quality of work  
in our new kitchen, conservatory 
and deck is excellent 

The construction team were a  
credit to the Company.”

- Mr and Mrs Dalgarno

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

CMAL bid to control Oban Bay 
‘ignores’ local views, says RYA

M&S reveals 
opening date 
for new store
Marks & Spencer has an-
nounced it will be opening 
its newest foodhall in Oban 
on � ursday August 30 at 
10am.

Located in Oban Retail 
Park, the foodhall is the 
second to open in the West 
Highlands in the past year 
a� er the launch of M&S Fort 
William in November.

As Oban is a gateway to the 
Isles, islanders will be able to 
enjoy M&S’s food products 
a� er only a short ferry jour-
ney. Given the number of 
Gaelic speakers in the region, 
the store will be dual signed 
in both English and Gaelic.

In addition to thousands of 
food products, M&S Oban 
will also o� er the full range 
of M&S clothing and home 
products via its collect in 

store service. Customers can 
opt for next day pick up if 
they order by 10pm the night 
before on M&S.com and the 
store will also o� er returns.

� e 48 sta�  working at 
M&S Oban have all been 
undergoing training in how 
to look a� er customers, 
drawing on M&S’s 134 years 
of serving the British public. 

Sta�  will be on hand to help 
customers use Honeywells 
– digital devices that enable 

M&S sta�  to quickly look up 
if products are in stock.

Store manager Stuart 
MacKinnon, who has worked 
at M&S for 12 years, said: 
‘My team and I are excited 
about opening in Oban and 
we’ll be working hard to o� er 
outstanding service.’

� e new store is located at 
Oban Retail Park and will be 
open from 8am-9pm Monday 
to Friday, 8am-8pm Saturday 
and 9am-7pm on Sunday.

A bid by CalMac’s sister 
company to control Oban Bay 
‘lacks transparency’ and ‘ig-
nores’ local views, according to 
the Royal Yachting Association 
of Scotland, writes Sandy Neil.

Last week local business 
groups jointly raised their 
concerns about Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd’s (CMAL) 
plans to create a single port 
authority for Oban Bay, 
arguing there had been little 
consultation.

� e Oban Bay Management 
Group (OBMG), which en-
dorsed CMAL’s bid, responded 
by inviting users to have their 
say in an online survey, and 
hosted a public meeting at 
the Corran Halls yesterday 
(Wednesday July 18).

A CMAL spokesperson said 
the volume of tra�  c using 
Oban Bay had increased to 
39,000 vessel movements per 
year: ‘� e OBMG has identi-
� ed that, as well as a number 
of interim measures, the estab-
lishment of a harbour authori-
ty to cover the wider Oban Bay 
area is necessary to reduce 
risk from increased tra�  c, to 
improve marine safety and en-

hance the commercial viability 
of the harbour.’

However, the Royal Yachting 
Association (RYA) of Scotland 
said the survey lacks trans-
parency. CEO James Allan 
told members: ‘RYA Scotland 
feels the questionnaire has 
limitations and contains lead-
ing questions, but it is really 
important that as many indi-
viduals as possible � ll in the 
responses to ensure the boating 
community is represented.

‘� e North Channel en-
trance is narrow and has for 
some time been the focus of 
concerns on safety in the area. 
RYA Scotland is clear that 
there is an absolute need for 
safer management of marine 
tra�  c in Oban Bay.

‘RYA Scotland volunteers are 
working hard with the stake-
holders’ group to ensure the 
voice of the boating communi-
ty is included alongside that of 
the community of Oban Bay.

‘We believe the current 
level of engagement and the 
intentions of the OBMG are 
not adequately transparent 
and that the interests of the 
local community and the rec-

reational boating community 
are being ignored.

‘RYA Scotland believes a 
trust port model for the har-
bour authority of Oban  Bay, 
recommended in the Fisher 
Associates report, is the most 
inclusive option, and will best 
represent the widest range of 
stakeholder interests, but this 
has been dismissed by the 
management group without 
consultation.’

One member of the Oban 
Bay stakeholder group 
added: ‘Everybody agrees 
with [CMAL’s] “theme” that 
safety in the  bay  is vital and 
agree that [CMAL] needs to 
be part of any organisation 
running the bay. However, the 
concern is that the major user 
should not be the controller, 
and nobody believes their 
claims that they will not just 
put themselves � rst. Also this 
would e� ectively make Oban 
the � rst “nationalised” port in 
the UK.’

Lorna Spencer, who chairs 
the OBMG, added: ‘Questions 
about creating a harbour trust 
have been raised and we wel-
come this as an option.’

Colin Crawford, Walter Burton and Roy Rutherford were raising money for the annual 
duck race. 16_t29_Duckrace

Last chance to buy a duck ahead of big race
A � ock of Rotarians were 
positioned in Oban’s 
Gibraltar Street selling 
ducks last Friday.

With the help of a large 
semi-circular table courtesy 
of Argyll and Bute Council, 
the Rotary Club of Oban 
members were selling the 
yellow toys for their annual 
duck race fundraiser.

‘It’s been absolutely fan-
tastic,’ said Roy Rutherford. 
‘Everyone has been very 
generous and it’s another 
wonderful day in Oban.’

� e race involves dumping 
500 small plastic ducks into 
the Black Lynn at Combie 
Street bridge, which will 
then make their way to 
Lochnell Peir.

� e ducks come in four 
di� erent colours, numbered 
from one to 125 and the � rst 
three ducks to emerge will 
win prizes of £50, £25 and 
£15.

All proceeds will go to 
charity.

� e duck race starts at 3pm 
from Combie Street bridge 
this Saturday.
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Spaceport takes one giant 
leap … over North Uist
� e UK’s � rst spaceport is 
set to be built in Scotland in 
Sutherland – but the Western 
Isles’ MP says it is ‘hugely 
disappointing’ North Uist 
missed out.

� e UK Government aims 
to take the UK into the com-
mercial space age by enabling 
small satellite launch and 
space� ight from UK space-
ports, carrying fee-paying 
passengers into orbit.

It shortlisted several coastal 
aerodromes that could be 
converted into spaceports. 
Sutherland is the � rst vertical 
launch site to be awarded 
grant money.

Initial funding of £2.5 mil-
lion will go to Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) to 
develop a vertical launch site 
on the A’Mhoine peninsula, 
between Tongue and Durness, 
which could see li� -o�  from 
the early 2020s and create 
hundreds of jobs.

HIE said: ‘� e UK 
Space Agency selected the 
Sutherland site because 
Scotland is the best place in the 
UK to reach highly sought-af-
ter satellite orbits with 
vertically-launched rockets.’ 

Earlier Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar MP Angus MacNeil and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
proposed Scolpaig in North 
Uist as the UK’s lead site for a 
vertical take-o�  facility.

A ‘hugely disappointed’ Mr 
MacNeil said: ‘Uist is an ideal 
site due to its location and 
also because of the expertise 
and experience already in 
place at the Hebrides Range.’

� e government also an-
nounced a new £2 million de-
velopment fund for horizontal 
launch spaceports across the 
UK at sites such as Prestwick 
in Ayrshire, Cornwall’s 
Newquay, Campbeltown 
in Argyll and Bute, and 
Llanbedr, Gwynedd, Wales, 
subject to a successful busi-
ness case.

HIE said: ‘Low-cost access 
to space is important for the 
UK’s thriving space sector 
which builds more small sat-
ellites than any other country, 
with Glasgow building more 
than any other city in Europe. 

‘� e commercial space sec-
tor is estimated to be worth 
a potential £3.8 billion to the 
UK economy over the next 
decade.’

� At around 2pm on 
Monday July 9 on the 
Isle of Mull, a 71-year-old 
man conducted himself 
in a disorderly manner by 
shouting and swearing. 
Police subsequently traced 
and charged him and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

� At around 6pm on 
Monday July 9 on Campbell 
Street, Oban, a 72-year-old 
man drove a vehicle in 
a careless manner and 
collided with another 
vehicle but failed to report 
the matter. He was charged 
and a report will be sent to 
the procurator � scal.

POLICE FILES Sergeant Iain MacNicol
� During the early hours of 
Wednesday July 11 in High 
Street, Oban, a 28-year-old 
man seriously assaulted 
another man. He was 
subsequently traced by 
police and charged, with 
a reported prepared for the 
procurator � scal.

� Between 11pm on 
Thursday July 12 and 
10.30am on Friday July 13, 
a break-in occurred at the 
China Restaurant, Sta� ord 
Street, Oban, when a 
number of items were 
damaged and stolen.

� About 3.30pm on Friday 
July 13 at a � at in High 

Street, Oban, two men 
and two women were 
searched by police. A man 
aged 28 was found to be in 
possession of a quantity of 
cannabis and a man aged 
36 was allegedly found to 
be in possession of a small 
amount of heroin. They 
were arrested, charged and 
a report was be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.

� If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact their local 
police o�  ce on telephone 
number 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

US family fi nally 
fi nd their father 

Light aircraft comes o�  the runway at Oban
A light aircra�  carrying three 
people came o�  the runway 
at Oban Airport in North 
Connel last Friday.

Emergency services were 
alerted to the incident shortly 
a� er 2pm and later reported 
that there were no injuries.

� e accident occurred as 
the small plane was taking o�  
and pictures show the cra�  
lying among the bushes at the 
side of the runway.

An Argyll and Bute Council 

spokesperson said: ‘A private 
aircra�  carrying three people 
had an unsuccessful take-o�  
this a� ernoon. � ankfully, 
nobody was injured. No 
scheduled passenger � ights 
have been a� ected.’

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘We received a 
call about an aircra�  crash at 
around 2pm on July 13. � ere 
are no injuries. Emergency 
services attended and inquiries 
into the cause are ongoing.’

An American family � nally 
found the site where their fa-
ther died in a plane crash near 
Dalmally almost 60 years ago 
... thanks to a walker passing 
the time while his daughter 
was dancing.

Gary Nelson, from near 
Newcastle, travels with his 
wife Donna around the 
UK taking their daughter 
Heather to Highland dancing 
competitions.

To pass the time, he started 
walking up nearby hills look-
ing for plane crash sites, and 
began a blog called ‘What to 
do while Highland dancing’. 

Gary said: ‘I have now visit-
ed more than 150 crash sites. 
I am making people aware of 
them.’

Last August, on the weekend 
of the 2017 World Highland 
Dancing Championships at 

Cowal, Gary visited the crash 
site of a North American 
F100 Super Sabre 55-3671 on 
Beinn Donachain, a 650m 
Graham near Dalmally.

‘� is crash site was easy 
to spot even with a faceful 
of midges,’ Gary wrote, ‘as 
a piece of stainless steel was 
sticking up above the heather 
and glistening in the sun. All 

that was le�  is what looks 
like the very tail-end of the 
jet with the remains of the 
tailplane still attached.’

� en in November Gary 
received a surprising message 
from Jim Kesson in Portland, 
Oregon, saying: ‘I want 
to thank you so much for 
posting these pictures of the 
F100 Super Sabre. My father 

was 1st Lt Richard Warren 
Kesson, who I believe was the 
pilot of this plane. He crashed 
in 1960 when I was two years 
old. I have been looking on-
line for evidence of where he 
crashed for a long time. Now 
I know where his plane is I 
am going to go there with my 
sister. My mother is 83 and 
too old to make the trip.’

Last Sunday, the siblings 
� nally made the trip. 

Jim said: ‘We hiked about 
a half mile straight up. Gary 
guided us right to the top of 
the mountain.

‘We found my dad’s plane. 
We had a moment of silence, 
my sister and I. We made a 
cairn in front of the wreck-
age. We placed a monument 
made of granite on the rock. 
We said goodbye to our dad, 
and honoured him. � en we 
came down. 

‘It was de� nitely closure 
a� er a lifetime of searching.’

Jim and Kat with the plaque and cairn at the crash site.



Volunteers have cleared a 
trailer-load of rubbish and 
weeds from around moth-
balled Ardchattan School 
recently.

� e working party managed 
to get the area looking less 
neglected at the weekend by 
weeding and pruning back 
overgrowth – in return for a 
picnic. Community council-
lor Breege Smyth, who co-or-
dinated the event, praised the 
volunteers.

Last month a public consul-
tation event on the future of 
the school building was post-
poned. Campaigners wanting 
to save the school building for 
community use were told a 
new date would be announced 
as soon as possible and their 
views would still be heard.

Argyll and Bute Council 
wants to hear from the public 
if it should keep mothballing 
the school, reopen it with its 
current catchment, widen the 

intake or close it for good. A 
report on the school’s fate is 
due to go to the council’s com-
munity services committee on 
December 11 for a decision 
which will then be passed on 
to Scottish ministers.
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We know that replacing your windows and doors can be one of the biggest decisions you’ll ever 

need to make to improve your home. So it makes sense to choose a range that offers beautifully 

designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

Make the right decision when
CHOOSING YOUR NEW WINDOWS 
AND DOORS

designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

A bid to return popular 
Tralee beach to the people 
has come a step closer.

� e Surrey-based family 
who have owned the beach 
near Benderloch since 1945 
have contacted the commit-
tee managing a proposed 
community buy-out and 
want to talk.

According to the com-
mittee, a member of the 
landowning family has been 
in contact and ‘expressed a 
willingness to sell the beach’.

� e move by a member of 
the McColl family for ‘initial 
talks’ has pleased the trust 
committee, which wants to 
buy it under a Land Transfer 
Scotland initiative – as long 
as the community gives its 
backing.

Willie Barnett, interim 
chairman of Tralee Beach 
Community Trust, said it 

was what he had hoped for. 
He said: ‘I have always hoped 
that the owners would meet 
with us and discuss the way 
forward for a non-hostile 

Tralee beach owner says 
yes to possible sale talks

Willie Barnett, interim 
chairman of Tralee Beach 
Community Trust, is 
delighted the owners are 
interested in discussing the 
possible sale of the beach. 
16_T29_WillieBarnett

Breege Smyth with 
volunteers who cleared 
rubbish and weeds 
from the ground surround-
ing the mothballed 
Ardchatten primary school 
at Bonawe.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

transfer of this beautiful 
beach into community 
ownership. 

‘We do not want the buy-
out to go the same way as 
the Ulva buy-out, which has 
created such hostility and bad 
feeling.

‘Clearly, the legacy of the 
McColl family will be carried 
forward in a positive way and 
their names will always be 
connected to the beach.

‘� e public meeting tomor-
row (July 20) at the Victory 
Hall in Benderloch will give 
us an indication of how the 
community feel about it.’

� e meeting to discuss the 

possible buy-out bid that 
could see residents become 
guardians of the busy beach 
will start at 7pm.

Mr Barnett has invited MSP 
Michael Russell and First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon to 
attend.

If the buy-out goes ahead, 
Mr Barnett said it would be 
the � rst community buy-out 
of a beach involving common 
grazing.

He also said there would be 
the possibility of discussions 
with cro� ers about transfer-
ring mineral rights on their 
land back to them.

� ousands of visitors go to 

the beach every year but it 
has a colourful past when it 
comes to land wrangles. 

When Argyll and Bute 
Council allowed thousands of 
tons of sand and gravel to be 
extracted from it in the 1980s 
as in� ll for the £1.4m Oban 
railway pier 32 years ago, it 
sparked uproar from cam-
paigning environmentalists 
who put a stop to it. 

� en trouble erupted again 
two years later when  the 
then landowners dug a trench 
across the access road to the 
beach to stop people trespass-
ing on their land.

� e current landowners, 
who live outwith the area, 
still have mineral rights for 
the beach and land owned 
by cro� ers, so now the new 
Tralee Beach Community 
Trust wants to have a say on 
how the beach is developed 
and to put a block on any more 
sand and gravel removal.

� e proposals so far include 
putting in roads so people 
with disabilities are given ac-
cess, � lling in hazardous pits, 
� tting new gates to stop cattle 
from wandering and creating 
a nature reserve.

Keep tidy volunteers’ picnic reward

Trading Standards O�  cers 
from Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar are aware of 
doorstep collectors currently 
operating in Lewis who may 
be pretending to be charity 
collectors. 

Legitimate charity 
collectors should not be 
confused with potential 
doorstep scams.

A spokesperson said: ‘If a 
person feels under pressure 
or has any concerns at any 
time, they should contact 
Trading Standards on 01851 
822694, Police Scotland on 
101 or Faire Community 
Careline on 01851 701702.

‘If you would prefer not 
to have such callers at 
your doorstep, we remind 
residents that Doorstoppers 
signs from the Doorstoppers 
Campaign can be printed 
o�  from the comhairle’s 
website.’

Door to door 
collections 
concerns

VISITUS
w w w . o b a n t i m e s . c o . u k
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Glasgow High Court

� e Iolaire Working 
Group has announced that 
the public will be able to 
reserve tickets for the Iolaire 
community remembrance 
event from 9am on Monday 
September 10.

� e event, hosted by 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
will take place at 9.30pm on 
Monday December 31 in the 
Lewis Sports Centre, and 
is the civic event to mark 
the centenary of the Iolaire 
tragedy, featuring military and 
school band performances, 
poetry readings and songs, 
drama and spiritual elements.

Norman A MacDonald, 
chairman of the Iolaire 
Working Group, said: ‘� e 
events of that terrible night 
in January 1919 impacted on 
communities throughout the 
Western Isles.’ 

Tickets will be available 
two ways: online at 
https://www.cne-siar.
gov.uk/news/2018/july/
tickets-for-a-community-re-
members-event/ or by phone 
on 01851 600502.

Public can 
book tickets 
for event

A sex attacker who drugged 
two victims – one of them in 
Oban – before raping them 
has been jailed for 12 years.

George Cummings, 55, 
from Glasgow,  boasted to one 
of his  victims that he looked 
like celebrity chef Gordon 
Ramsay.

A� er drinking the wine 
poured by Cummings, the 
woman, who was wearing 
black trousers, a black top and 
boots, has no memory until 
she woke up at 3am dressed 
in a red dress and shoes. She 
said: ‘I knew I had been 
drugged with something.’

Cummings was convicted 
at the High Court in Glasgow 
of raping a 47-year-old 
woman in a � at in Langbank, 
Renfrewshire, on September 
22, 1992, and raping a 
50-year-old woman in a � at in 
Oban on January 6, 2016.

His crimes were committed 

23 years apart but were chill-
ingly similar.

On � ursday July 12 judge 
Johanna Johnston QC jailed 
Cummings for 12 years and 
ordered that he is supervised 
for two years on his release.

She said: ‘� e complainers 
spoke to a pattern of conduct 
by you that bore clear sim-

ilarities. Each woman was 
drugged and detained against 
their will and isolated.’

She said this allowed him 
to ‘perform violent sexual 
o� ences’ on them and ‘humil-
iate and degrade them’.

Cummings will be on 
the sex o� enders’ register 
inde� nitely.

In evidence, the 50-year-old 
terri� ed mother told of how 
Cummings visited her home 
a� er they met in Oban.

She said: ‘He told me people 
said he looked a lot like 
Gordon Ramsay. I thought, 
“What have I done?”.’

� e woman told the court 
the � rst thing Cummings did 
when he went into her home 
was to go into her kitchen 
alone and pour two glasses of 
Rioja.

She said: ‘I told him I was 
worried something bad 
was going to happen and I 
felt vulnerable and he said, 
“� at’s okay I like my women 
vulnerable”.

‘I was worried I wasn’t going 
to see my children again. I just 
wanted to make it through to 
the morning and for him to 
go.’

� e woman said she had 
made it clear to him she was 
not going to have sex with 
him.

Cummings’s � rst victim 
had her so�  drinks spiked 
� rst with amphetamine at a 
bar and then with cocaine in 
Cummings’s � at in Langbank. 
He then raped her in the � at. 
His victim said she felt help-
less and added: ‘I told him a 
couple of times I didn’t want 
sex, but he just carried on.’

In evidence Cummings, 
who described himself as a 
self-employed buyer of com-
modities and vehicles, denied 
ever having any more than a 
kiss and a cuddle with either 
victim and accused them 
both of being liars.

Rapist who attacked 
Oban woman is jailed

‘He told me 
people said he 
looked a lot like 
Gordon Ramsay’

If you thought the German navy had arrived 
in Scotland, don’t panic.

� at was not a real U-boat you saw in 
Loch Nell, but a model one, 
engineered by Oban student 
Lewis Owen for the cover 
of a new historical novel, 
Craignish.

� e forthcoming book, 
based on released MI5 � les, 
reveals a secret German plot 
to land a Scottish traitor in 
Argyll during the Second 
World War to recruit enemy 
agents – one very high pro� le indeed. Strictly 
hush hush I’m afraid – for now.

� e author Neil Owen, Lewis’s father, 
said: ‘I was looking for a suitable photo 
for a book cover, showing a Second World 
War U-boat  in a local sea loch. As you can 

imagine, there are not too many about, so 
we built a large model from EPP foam and 
glass� bre, driven by an electric motor and 

radio-controlled.
‘Lewis  is studying history 

and archaeology at the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands and  has been 
a keen modeller for many 
years.

‘� e hull is made from a 
chunk of insulation foam, 
sheathed in glass � bre and 
cut to shape with hot wire 

a� er scaling up from a 1/350 plastic model to 
this one at 1/28 scale. It does not dive as all 
it was required to do was for photos on the 
surface with a typical Argyll background.

‘� at’s all I can say without giving the game 
away.’

Lewis Owen created the U-boat to illustrate his dad’s new novel.

U-boat surfaces on Argyll loch
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Becky Jones and Rowan Willis of Lochaline Highland 
Dancers put on a show. 

Strontian Scouts had a couple of stalls, including this 
water cannon.

Mull and Iona Pipe Band open the Morvern Games.

The crowds were treated to a great day of entertainment in � ne weather.

Paul Dearie winds up for a throw. Alasdair Davidson gets set in the shot put.

New generation host    record games
A record number of specta-
tors attended the Morvern 
Highland Games on 
Saturday as the crowds en-
joyed a ‘buzzing’ atmosphere 
in what was the inaugural 
games for the new � ve-
strong committee.

As the sun shone down 
on Lochaline’s Knock Park, 
there was a feeling of relief 
among the organisers as 
they they managed to avoid 
a repeat of last year’s event, 
which came close to being 
cancelled due to gale force 
winds and heavy rain.

Instead, the committee were 
treated to a day of sunshine 
and revelry as a huge crowd 
of locals and visitors � ocked 
to the games � eld to soak up 
the atmosphere and enjoy 
a � ne display of traditional 
music, dance and sport.

In the 31-year history of the 
Morvern Highland Games, 
this year had the highest 
number of people involved 
in the event with almost 25 
stalls on show, including 

seafood from Mull, baked 
goods from Skye and the 
local sailing club.

Riona Whyte, chairwoman 
of the Morvern Games 
committee, said: ‘We’ve been 
blessed this year with the 
sunshine - it’s a big improve-
ment from last year!

‘It was a really fantastic 
turnout and we’ve made 
some improvements to the 
events this year. It’s the 
biggest event in the calendar 
here and it’s great that the 
community come along and 
support it.

‘� ere’s a brand new com-
mittee in charge this year 

so we are just continually 
making improvements. We 
also received money this 
year from the Morvern 
Community Trust for gener-
ators and tents, so that’s been 
a big help.’

� e heavy events attracted 
plenty of oohs and aahs from 
the crowd as a � eld of seven 

competitors, which included 
just two locals, tried their 
hand at the hammer and the 
shot put.

Both children and adults 
were involved in the track 
and � eld events, which again 
kept the crowd entertained.

Away from the sporting 
events there was a � ne show 

Chieftain Angus Robertson 
opens the games.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

MEET THE ADVISER 

PRACTICAL BASIC BOOK-KEEPING  
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Runners line up for the mixed lap race.

Helen Jones was the �rst Lochaline dancer to perform at the games.

Mull and Iona Pipe Band open the Morvern Games.

Alasdair Firth with his book on Morvern woodlands was there with his wife Sam and mother-
in-law Rose Luckman. The trio were there on behalf of Morvern Community Woodlands.

Barry Hawthorn from Isle of Skye Bakery Co. Face painting added a splash of colour. 

New generation host    record games

of Highland dancing from 
the Lochaline Highland 
Dancers who, tutored by 
Vicky Horn, made their �rst 
appearance at the games.

Chie�ain Angus Robertson 
said: ‘We have had three 
really washed out years here 
and everybody remembers 
the games as a sunny and 

happy day, so we are long 
overdue good weather and 
I’m glad everyone is in the 
sun and happy again.

‘It’s a great honour to be 
chie�ain. It’s a very tradition-
al event that’s been happening 
for so many years, so it’s a 
great honour to be asked to 
be part of that. I’m delighted, 

especially to do it this year 
with a record number of stalls 
and people involved. And 
it’s all because of the new 
committee. �e games are 
coming into a new era – it’s 
very positive.’

Mr Robertson has been 
an enthusiastic supporter of 
the games since its rebirth 
in 1987, assisting the then 
Sporting Club of Lochaline 
in securing the future of 
Knock Park for this and 
future generations. 

Speaking about the new 
committee he added: ‘It’s 
not necessarily new people 
or families, it’s just the next 
generation of the families that 
have been associated with the 
games for more than 70 years. 
�ere’s been a really nice 
feeling this year and it’s just 
buzzing!’

�e committee would like 
to thank all sponsors, adver-
tisers, Morvern Community 
Trust, Ardtornish Estate, 
Ardtornish Hydro Fund, all 
the volunteers and everyone 
attending or contributing to 
the events throughout the 
week.
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It is Doors Open Day at 
� e Rock� eld Centre on 
Saturday July 21, when there 
will be an opportunity to 
take a tour of the main 
building and rekindle some 
memories through memora-
bilia and photographs over a 
cup of tea and cake.

� ere will also be a kids’ 
corner on the day.

From noon to 4pm, 
Oban Communities Trust 
chairman Gordon McNab 
will be hosting tours of 
the main building, while 
old photographs and 
memorabilia associated with 
the former school will be on 
display in the community 
huts. Trustees are calling 
for former pupils to bring 
along any photographs, 
trophies, medals or other 
memorabilia.

Mhairi Ross, who runs the 
centre’s Heritage Hunters 
group, said: ‘� is will be a 
great opportunity to share 
memories and have a good 
old get-together. Bring your 
old classroom photographs 

and see how many folk 
you recognise, as well as 
any other items that have a 
special association with the 
school.’

Mhairi added: ‘While 
we look back with great 
memories we need to make 
sure the future is secured 
through funding with 
community shares.

‘People have been so 
generous this far – we 
need everyone who has not 
invested to dig deep and buy 
into the centre. � at way 
everyone in the community 
creates a legacy for future 
generations to come.’

Back to the future for 
Rock� eld open day

Another milestone has been 
achieved for � e Rock� eld 
Centre building project with 
planning  permission now 
granted for the refurbishment 
work on the main centre 
building.

� is is another signi� cant 
step along the way for Oban 
Communities Trust working 
to get the former primary 
school in the heart of Oban 
reopened as a community/
cultural hub.

Notes of interest for the 
tender process for the work 
have already been submitted 
with an anticipated start date 
of December this year.

Andrew Pinkerton, who 
is co-ordinating the design 
team of Page and Park, archi-
tects for � e Rock� eld Centre, 
said: ‘� is is hugely exciting 
since we are now starting the 
next stage of the journey to 
getting work actually started 
at � e Rock� eld Centre.

‘We have already had a 
specialist complete a test 
refurbishment to one of the 
windows which will give an 
idea of how much work is 
involved in this area. 

‘If everything goes accord-
ing to plan the work will run 
throughout 2019 with the 
building opening in 2020.

‘Fundraising still needs to 
continue to secure the overall 
target of £3million, so the 
community shares fundrais-

ing target is really important. 
� e more raised through 
community shares means the 
less that has to be borrowed to 
bridge the funding gap for the 
overall spend.’

� e keys to the building 
were handed over to the com-
munity in 2015 and since then 
Oban Communities Trust has 
been working to secure fund-
ing to refurbish the building.

Meanwhile an active and 
varied programme of arts, 

education, culture and social 
wellbeing operates from 
the community huts of � e 
Rock� eld Centre www.thero-
ck� eldcentre.org.uk

Gordon McNab, trust chair-
man said: ‘Please talk to your 
friends, club together to buy a 
block of shares through our 
‘High Fives for the Rock� eld 
Centre’ initiative; and support 
our e� orts to achieve opening 
on time and get this hub in the 
heart of Oban beating once 
more. We are now sitting at 
nearly £100,000.’

For more information visit 
the trust’s o�  ce in the huts 
beside Rock� eld Centre 
community charity shop, 
from 11am-4pm Monday to 
Saturday or visit www.thero-
ck� eldcentre.org/invest

Planners give green 
light to main building 

Gordon McNab with 
Graham Bass who handed 
over £1,000 from Clark 
Thomson.

Hoping for rain as duck race looms

We have lots to look forward 
to this weekend starting 
this evening (� ursday 
July 19) with the Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra in St 
John’s Cathedral at 7.30pm.

� e acoustics are fantastic 
and the cathedral itself is 
fascinating. Did you know 
that it still has things on the 
wall that held glass for test-
ing the impact of Concord 
as it � ew over Oban?

Sorry, since I completed 
my training for Oban 
walking tours, I’ve been a 
bit of an anorak and I keep 
imparting wee nuggets 
of information that I’ve 
learned, whether people 
want to hear them or not.

Next on the agenda for 
an enjoyable weekend is an 
open day for Oban and Lorn 
Riding for the Disabled at 
Achnalarig Stables, passed 
Glencruitten, on Friday 
from 11am.

It sounds like a fantastic 
day out for children and 
adults alike with all sorts of 
fun stu�  going on, and it is a 
fantastic charity to support.

On Saturday the annual 
Rotary Club duck race is 

on, and I must admit I love 
it.  Hopefully, we’ll get a 
wee bit more rain to have 
some water in the burn for 
the ducks, although seeing 
them getting stuck on rocks 
is entertaining too.

� e launch into the Black 
Lynn at 3pm is my favourite 
part of the event. I’ve tak-
en  some great photos over 
the years and hopefully this 
year I’ll get a few more.

Which brings me nicely 
onto my last event – the 
Oban Photographic Club 
Exhibition, which is from 
July 22 to August 4, giving 
you plenty of time to make 
your way into Waterstone’s.

I’m always impressed by 
the skill of all our local 
photographers and the 
variety of images they make 
interesting, so do try to 
visit the exhibition, you will 
enjoy it.

� e other venue for all 
our talented local photogra-
phers is Facebook. It is a 
great way for people to show 
their work and reach a wide 
audience and it is one of the 
things I look at  most and 
share if I’m able.

I’m not the most tech-
nically adept and it still 
amazes me that photos 
posted in Oban can be 
seen worldwide, meaning 

everyone can appreciate 
how beautiful Oban and 
Argyll are.

� e photograph last 
week was of a tree stump 
in the grounds of � e 
Rock� eld Centre, which 
was quite  hard as it is 
hidden round the back, so 
we’ll have an easier one this 
week. Well, I think it’s easy!

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
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Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
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Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
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real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for 
two adults. There is no cash alternative.
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Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

201_sf07.indd   201 22/05/2018   14:56:31

WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE TRIALS WITH CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE 

CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch the 
wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Land 
Rover Blair Castle International Horse Trials is sure to be an 
unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy camping Friday and Saturday night, including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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With the fantastic weather 
we’ve been having this 
summer, what could be more 
magical than watching Harry 
Potter at a drive-in movie?

Well, get wands at the ready, 
because we are  giving �ve 
lucky readers the chance to 
win a car ticket to the ultimate 
Potter pilgrimage – Harry 
Potter at Glencoe – thanks 
to itison drive-in movies.

�is bank holiday, treat 
your youngsters to a day 
to remember with a car 
ticket to a magical Harry 
Potter matinee or a�ernoon 
screening, choosing from 
the Philsopher’s Stone, the 
Chamber of Secrets or the 
Half Blood Prince, against 
the spectacular backdrop 
of the Glencoe Mountain 
Resort.

You will be able  to  toast 
marshmallows by the �re 
pit, sip delicious potions, try 
tubing and whoosh down the 
rolling hills or enjoy a spot of 
�ying on a magical chairli� 
that ascends 2,200� above 

ground, giving breathtaking 
views of Glencoe – before 
settling down to watch the 
movie on the huge outdoor 
screen. �ese activities are 
not included in the drive-in 
movie car ticket prize.

Terms and conditions.
Entrants must be 18 or over, 

the prize is only valid for 
itison drive-in movies: Harry 
Potter at Glencoe. �e prize 
is non-transferable, with no 

refunds. Prize is for one car 
ticket only.

Winners will be contacted 
by itison and will be required 
to book their screening by 
Friday July 27. Winners will 
be required to give their ve-
hicle registration number on 
booking. Winners can choose 
from any of the screenings 
below:

Friday August 3
11am – Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone
4.30pm – Harry Potter and 

the Chamber of Secrets
Saturday August 4
11am – Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone
Sunday August 5
11am – Harry Potter and 

the Half Blood Prince .

To enter this competition, 
please answer the following 
question:

How many Harry Potter 
�lms have been made?

Email your answer to editor 
@obantimes.co.uk along with 
your name, address and day-
time telephone number.

�e closing date for the 
competition is Monday July 
23 at 5pm.

�e winners’ contact details 
will be passed on to itison 
for the purpose of securing 
the prize. No other entrants’ 
details will be passed on to 
itison. �e Oban Times will 
not use your details for any 
other purpose outwith this 
competition.

Win car ticket to Harry 
Potter drive-in movie

Win one of �ve car tickets to a Harry Potter drive-in movie.

Oban Youth Cafe is keeping 
busy this summer.

About 20 members went 
on a beach clean with Oban’s 
Hope project to make a di�er-
ence to their town.

�e youngsters, aged 11 to 
17, are taking part in a GIVE 
programme which sees them 
getting fun rewards in return 
for joining in activities to 
improve their community 
and help others.

Other activities so far have 
included heart start training, 
garden at Glencruitten’s 
Green Shoots project and vis-
iting the elderly at Lynnside 

Day Centre in the town. One 
of the rewards has been a 
go-karting session.

Youth cafe worker Jackie 
Buchanan said: ‘We’ve had 
about 50 to 60 young people 
sign up to the GIVE pro-
gramme. �e more they do, 
the more points they pick up 
towards a reward activity or 
day out.’

Fiona Ferris from Hope said: 
‘It’s been heart-warming and 
upli�ing to have them work 
alongside us on our regular 
beach cleans. �ey’ve shown 
a great sense of community 
and willingness.’

Beach clean earns 
youngsters’ rewards

Youngsters who have signed up to the GIVE programme 
with members of Oban’s Hope project on the beach clean.
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Crafters raise funds for 
men’s shed workshop
Made In Argyll cra� ers have 
handed over £160 to Oban’s 
Men’s Shed.

� e money was raised by 
selling tickets to win prizes 
as part of a competition for 
Father’s Day.

Janice Stewart, who owns 
the cra�  shop in Station 
Square, wanted to help the 
good cause which opens four 
days a week in Stevenson 
Street to give men of all ages 
the chance to join in a com-
munity workshop.

� e Men’s Shed   helps 
men � ght isolation that 
can come with retirement, 
unemployment or the loss 
of a life partner or friends. It 
is open Mondays, Tuesdays 
and � ursdays from 

9.45am to  12.30pm and on 
Wednesdays from 9.45am to 
11.30pm.

� e workshop is on the 
lookout for any unwanted 
wood cut-o� s to make 
things. Jewson in Oban has 
also been a big help recently, 
said  workshop supervisor 
John McAllistair.

Mr McAllistair added: ‘A 
big thank you to Made In 
Argyll. 

‘� e money means we can 
buy materials like paint, 
varnish and preservatives in-
stead of having to use up the 
money we’ve got in the bank.’

People can also call in to the 
Men’s Shed make a request, 
from bird tables to planters in 
return for a donation.

New owners take charge at Islay Ales brewery
� e Islay Ales brewery is now 
under new ownership, having 
been taken over by fellow 
Ileachs � e Islay Boys Ltd and 
Steve Bavin.

� e Islay Boys Ltd are 
Donald MacKenzie from Port 
Charlotte and Mackay Smith 
from Portnahaven, hailing 
from the Rhinns peninsula 
of Scotland’s most famous 
whisky isle.

� ey are the team behind 
the Flatnöse and Bårelegs 
whisky brands, and are 
joined by Steve Bavin, the 
current � nancial controller at 
Islay Ales.

Former owner Ishbel 
Capper said: ‘We are de-
lighted that we are able to 

pass on the business to one 
of the existing sta� , coupled 
with the huge experience of 
� e Islay Boys in brand and 
product creation, marketing 
and sales.

‘We will help the new own-
ers through a short handover 
period and then plan to head 
o�  at the end of the summer 
for a well-earned retirement. 
We wish the  new owners all 
the best for the future.’

Donald, Mackay and Steve 
said: ‘We are privileged to fol-
low on from the great work un-
dertaken by the current owners 
in creating and developing 
Islay’s cra�  brewery over the 
past 15 years.

‘We look forward to car-

rying this on and bringing 
new and exciting additions 
to the range to tempt the 

palates of Ileachs, those on 
the mainland and in overseas 
markets.’

Council vows to 
collect £2 million 
unpaid local tax
More than £2 million of unpaid 
council tax remains outstand-
ing in Argyll and Bute from the 
2017/18 � nancial year – out of a 
total of more than £20 million 
unpaid in 25 years.

Figures obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act 
show that the total outstand-
ing to the local authority in tax 
has now gone through the £20 
million barrier since council 
tax was introduced in 1993.

� e total is now £20,795,233 
as of the end of the 2017/18 

� nancial year on March 31, 
having been £19,798,674 at the 
end of 2016/17 and £18,992,810 
at the end of 2015/16.

A spokesman for the council 
stated that more than £2 
million remained unpaid in 
isolation from April 1, 2017, to 
March 31, 2018.

He said: ‘� e current � gure 
for uncollected council tax for 
2017/18 is £2,041,394 which 
amounts to 2.19 per cent of 
the Scottish total for that year. 

‘Since 1993, we have collect-
ed an average of 97.66 per cent 
of council tax, helping to pay 
for vital services across Argyll 
and Bute.’

A Scottish Government 
publication at the end of 
June revealed that a total of 
slightly more than £93 million 
in council tax remains un-
collected in Scotland for the 
2017/18 � nancial year, across 
all local authorities.

� e � gure is a dramatic 
increase on the � gure of £77 
million for 2016/17.

� e same publication notes 
that Argyll and Bute has a to-
tal council tax collection rate 
of 95.8 per cent for 2017/18.

A handful of local author-
ities have a lower collection 
rate, including neighbouring 
West Dunbartonshire at 95.4 

per cent. Meanwhile, the 
council has written o�  less 
than £500 of council tax over 
the past � nancial year – and 
warned that there is nowhere 
to hide for anybody who has 
not paid their dues.

� e total write-o�  � gure 
since 1993 has fallen from 
£362,164 at the end of 2016/17 
to £230,009 at the end of 
2017/18. 

� e council’s spokesman 
added: ‘Only £416.30 was 
written o�  for the 2017/18 
council tax year and we will 
continue to pursue collection 
of arrears using all appropri-
ate means.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

From left to right, Steve Bavin, Mackay Smith, Donald 
MacKenzie (new owners), Paul Capper, Walter Schobert,  
Ishbel Capper (former owners).

John McAllistair and Janice Stewart at Made In Argyll.

Clear-up nets 80kg of rubbish
A beach clear-up operation, 
led by sta�  from � sh farming 
company Dawnfresh, has 
removed around 80kg of 
waste from the banks of Loch 
Etive. 

� e work, which Dawnfresh 
sta�  conduct on a regular basis, 
removed tyres, waste metal 
and plastic which had been 
dumped in the area.

� e clear-up was undertaken 
by environmental/� sh health 
specialist Jason Dobson, and 
other members of the team 
from the Dawnfresh Loch 
Etive trout farming site.

� e Dawnfresh team runs 
regular beach clear-up opera-
tions at Loch Etive to combat 
the dumping of rubbish 
around the loch. 
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Public to have their 
say on Gaelic plan
The University of the 
Highlands and Islands is 
launching a public consul-
tation on its proposed new 
Gaelic language plan.

The document sets out 
how the university intends 
to continue to promote and 
develop the use of Gaelic 
through its practices, com-
munications and curriculum 
from 2018 to 2022.

Proposals include 
enhancing the Gaelic 
curriculum, producing 
more bilingual resources for 
students, providing training 
opportunities for employees 
and increasing the amount 
of Gaelic in marketing and 
communication materials.

The document is the 
university’s third Gaelic 
language plan. Members of 
the public are being invited 
to share their thoughts on 
it during the eight-week 
consultation.

The consultation runs from 
until Monday August 20. 
Read the draft plan at www.
uhi.ac.uk/draftgaelicplan

Seafarers sought 
for reunion dinner
The UK’s coastal and 
seafaring communities are 
being asked to help track 
down former students 
and sta�  of Leith Nautical 
College for a reunion event 
in Edinburgh in September.

Organisers are locating 
old colleagues, classmates 
and friends, whose maritime 
careers have taken them to 
ports across the UK and the 
globe. Everyone connected 
to the former centre is 
invited for a weekend in 
Edinburgh on September 29 
and 30. Tickets are available 
until July 31.

For tickets, go to https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
leith-nautical-college-re-
union-dinner-tick-
ets-46572552759

The One Show 
heads for the 
Outer Hebrides
� e BBC’s � agship pro-
gramme, � e One Show, 
is coming to the Hebrides 
this week as part of a 
unique partnership with 
Scotland’s Gaelic Media 
Service (Seirbheis nam 
Meadhanan Gàidhlig), MG 
Alba.

� e weeknight magazine 
programme will broadcast 
live from the Isle of Harris 
and the Isle of Lewis as part 
of a two-night special.

Presenters Alex Jones and 
Matt Baker will be based at 
West Harris Trust’s Talla 
na Mara today, July 19, 
from 7pm on BBC1.

� is new community 
centre was o�  cially opened 
last year by Ben Fogle and 
boasts stunning views of 
Nisabost beach across to 
the Isle of Taransay, appro-
priately where Castaway 
was � lmed.

Tomorrow (Friday July 
20) at 7pm, Alex and Matt 
will be in Stornoway live 
from the annual Heb Celt 
Festival.

Both programmes will fo-
cus on life in the Hebrides, 
with a range of features 
each night.

� e face of BBC Alba, 
Fiona Mackenzie, will 
present one of these, while 
the programme will cele-
brate 10 years of BBC Alba.

Putting together a project 
of this scale has been 

signi� cant. MG Alba is 
providing half of the 50 
or so crew involved in the 
outside broadcast.

MG Alba’s facilities in 
Stornoway will act as a 
key hub, providing sound, 
camera, lighting, editing 
and outside broadcast (OB) 
facilities.

Alex Jones said: ‘Matt and 
I are really looking forward 
to our � rst visit to Lewis 
and Harris.

‘From everything we have 

seen, it is a stunning part of 
the world. With a fantastic 
mix of features and guests, 
we are sure our viewers are 
going to love these very 
special programmes from 
the Hebrides.’

Donald Campbell, chief 
executive of MG Alba, 
added: ‘We are delighted 
to welcome � e One Show 
to Lewis and Harris. MG 
Alba is very proud that we 
have been able to build this 
partnership with our BBC 

network colleagues.
‘We are delighted that MG 

Alba’s people and facilities 
are able to accommodate 
one of the highest pro� le 
BBC brands in the UK and 
that UK audiences will 
have a wonderful opportu-
nity to share the magic that 
makes our Gaelic-speaking 
part of the world so special, 
especially as we celebrate 
the vibrancy of BBC Alba 
as the channel reaches its 
10th anniversary.’ 

Matt Baker and Alex Jones will broadcast live from Harris tonight.

New route 
into teaching  
is accredited
� e General Teaching 
Council for Scotland (GTCS) 
has accredited an innovative 
new route into teaching devel-
oped by Dundee University 
and the University of the 
Highlands and Islands.

� e partnership was chosen 
as the successful bidder in 
the Scottish Government’s 
procurement exercise to 
create a ‘genuinely new 
and distinct’ route into 
teaching that is attractive to 
‘high-quality graduates’ and 
career changers.

� e new pathway aims 
to alleviate the shortage of 
STEM teachers, complement-
ing the 11 new routes into 
teaching already developed 
to tackle teacher recruitment 
challenges that have been 
accredited by GTC Scotland 
over the past 18 months.

� e new Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education 
Secondary Partnership 
Induction Model (PIM) 
(STEM subjects) takes a 
partnership approach which 
sees the universities work 
with four local authorities 
including Argyll and Bute 
and Highland to support 
student teachers to learn 
in their local area while 
being � nancially supported 
by one of the partner local 
authorities.

Professor Morag Redford, 
head of teacher education 
at the University of the 
Highlands and Islands, said: 
‘� is programme is an 
exciting opportunity for rural 
Scotland. It provides a new 
route into science, technol-
ogy, engineering and maths 
(STEM) teaching for those 
living in four rural authorities 
and complements the current 
range of initial teacher 
education programmes 
o� ered by the University of 
the Highlands and Islands.’

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Whatever the weather, 
sunshine and showers – 
Tiree Musical Festival was a 
scorcher.

For the ninth successive 
year, the three-day festival 
right by the sea was a sell-out.

Around 2,000 revellers 
headed by foot, car, ferry, bike 
and plane to get to the family 
fun and music extravaganza.

Pop rock band � e Hoosiers, 
Skerryvore, Skipinnish, Ho-
Ro, Wolfstone, Rura and Be 
Charlotte were headlining 
names that drew in the 
cheering and foot-stomping 
crowds who � lled the blue Big 
Top area to the max. Outside, 
raising the festival fever 
temperature even higher be-
tween the acts was  a breath-
taking, � ame-throwing and 
� re-dancing troupe.

Be Charlotte got Saturday 
night’s party rocking and told 

the crowd: ‘I wanted to play 
at Tiree years ago when I was 
doing my acoustic stu�  but 
it never happened so I’m so 
grateful to have been invited 
this time. � ank you, Tiree.’

Outside in the festival 
village, the food market had 
lots to tempt the tastebuds 
from pakoras to oysters and 
venison burgers to good old 
stovies.

� e merchandise tent did a 

brisk trade selling ‘been there 
done it’ T-shirts and hoodies.

A storytelling tent, cinema 
and community stage were 
just some of the other attrac-
tions away from the Big Top 
and Elevate stages.

Festival-seekers who trav-
elled from afar were joined by 
a big turnout of locals at what 
must be one of the island’s 
biggest and best parties of the 
year.

Tiree music 
festival rocks

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

01397 874000 whc.uhi.ac.uk

apply now!
Portree, Broadford, Auchtertyre, Mallaig, Fort William

for autumn start 
Kilchoan, Kinlochleven, Gairloch, Strontian & Ullapool

@

Your local college  
centre can offer part 

 time and flexible  
study options  
- give us a call!

#thinkwestisbest

Thinking…

>  about your future? 

>  of a new career?

> of combining work  
and learning?

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Claire Francis MacNeil - NC Music

Claire Francis MacNeil ready to move on after music success
“I grew up in Barra surrounded by dance and 
music.  I sing, play the � ddle, bagpipes and piano.
I am looking for a career combining Gaelic and 
traditional music.  NC Music here in Fort William 
was great, o� ering lots of choice covering 
di� erent styles of music as well as di� erent types 
of musicians. We had a good time pulling together 
and working on performances, especially for 
the music and fashion showcase evening. There 
are fantastic music facilities here at the College.  
Sound production was amazing.  
In September, I am going to Glasgow Uni to study 
Gaelic, but � rst I am going to Stornoway where I 
have a summer placement at BBC Alba. “

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFT

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Clockwise from far left: 
Balancing act on bucket 
stilts are Rowan Meyer, 
Emma Tolcher and Evie 
Meyer; Be Charlotte got 
the Saturday night party 
rocking; happy campers 
Lindsey Brown and Leonna 
Murray; � re dancers 
entertained the festival 
crowds; soaking up the sun 
and music at Tiree Music 
Festival; big smiles from 
Rosie Davidson, Amina 
Davidson, Orla MacLennan 
and Callum MacKinnon; 
welcome to TMF, Carol 
Stoker, Jim Michie, 
Barbara Thomson, Trudy 
MacKenzie; and the Big Top 
crowd boogie.
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by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Bomb squad returns to 
defuse weapon on Jura

Beach 
party 
turns into 
clean-up

A dog-walker discovered an 
unexploded Second World 
War bomb washed up on a 
beach on the Isle of Jura last 
week, but the bomb squad had 
to wait 36 hours to make it safe 
because the ferries were full.

Jura’s busy Coastguard took 
turns to guard the cordoned-o�  
area of Corran Sands until the 
depth charge primer could be 
detonated, and even managed 
to top up their sun tan at the 
same time.

� e Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal team surrounded the 
fuse with sandbags, then blew 

it up, shattering the quiet with 
a bang and a plume of debris.

� ey had visited Jura just 
two days before to blow up 
a submarine � are found on 
Shian Bay on the island’s unin-
habited west coast.

One parent staying nearby, 
who hoped for her usual 
peaceful holiday, observed: 
‘Phrases I hadn’t heard myself 
say until today, “What shall we 
do today? Oh no, we can’t go to 
the beach because of the bomb. 
[Time passes] Oh look that’s 
the bomb squad. It’ll be alright 
now”.’

The depth charge was detonated by the bomb squad.

When a party turns into a beach clean.

Fond farewell 
to auctioneer
One of Scotland’s longest-serv-
ing auctioneers is set to hand 
over the reins and step away 
from the rostrum this autumn.

Donald Morrison of United 
Auctions will relinquish the 
selling aspect of his role serv-
ing the west coast of Scotland, 
almost 45 years to the day since 
he started aged 17.

His last sale will take place on 
Friday September 28 on Islay.

However, cro� ers and 
farmers on the islands, and at 
Dalmally and Oban markets, 
will be pleased to know that 
Donald will be continuing 
with all his other roles and will 
still be their main operational 
contact for west coast sales.

Donald, who has not yet 
reached retirement age, said: 
‘� e milestone of 45 years 
seems like a good time to hang 
up the gavel and step out of the 
box to let the next generation 
in. � e team has been working 
together for a while now as part 
of the company’s succession 
planning, so it will essentially 
be business as usual for our 
customers at the sales.’

He added: ‘I’m o� en asked 
how long it takes to train as 
an auctioneer and the answer 
is: a lifetime. You’re never ful-
ly-� edged; there’s something 
new to learn every day because, 
as farming changes, we also 
have to change and adapt.’

George Purves, managing 
director of United Auctions, 
said: ‘Donald has worked tire-
lessly for nearly half a century 
on behalf of the cro� ers and 
farmers in the west coast of 
Scotland.

‘As an islander himself, he 
inherently understands the 
needs of the community, how 
the area works and will con-
tinue to add to his impressive 
legacy.’

Born the son of a cro� er in 
West Gerenish, South Uist, 
Donald joined the company, 
known then as � omas Corson 
and Co, at Oban’s then-named 
West Highland Auction Mart 
on September 25, 1973, making 
£15 a week.

He worked alongside his idol 
and well-known auctioneer, 
Neil Jackson.

A� er securing the job, 
Donald le�  the island for the 
� rst time, and saw his � rst tree.

‘It was actually lonely and 
hard going for me at the start, 
being away from Uist. In fact, 
I almost gave it up when my 
father suddenly dropped dead 
just a few months a� er I started 
and I returned to the island for 
his funeral.

‘I was then thrown in at the 
deep end selling cattle on my 
home island and now here I am 
45 years later. It still makes me 
sad that my father never saw 
me sell anything, but that hard 
start le�  me determined to be 
a success.’

Donald added: ‘You’ve got to 
have motivation, dedication 
and determination to be an 
auctioneer. It’s not a nine-to-
� ve job.’

Youngsters on Friday 
evening June 29 helped in 
a spontaneous clean-up on 
Ganavan  Beach  by � lling a 
large blue sack with empty 
cans, plastic bottles and food 
wrappings.

Visitor  Hilary  Barker from 
Callander, said: ‘I arrived at 
the  beach  and was saddened 
to see the state of it with 
discarded litter, and invited 
the youngsters who were cel-
ebrating the end of the school 
term to join me in a clean-up.

‘� ey were all absolute 
stars and we soon had a huge 
sackful of rubbish and a very 
clean  beach  for visitors to 
enjoy. A

‘ll were very enthusiastic 
about the humpback whale 
seen three days previously 
in the Sound of Kerrera and 
were well aware of the dam-
age that litter and plastic does 
to wildlife, especially marine 

life. It’s not very nice cleaning 
up other people’s rubbish, but 
better than leaving it to be 
blown and washed out to sea 

where it could bring a horri-
ble death to sea birds, whales 
or turtles. 

‘It would be great if this 

were the start of an Oban 
community initiative.

‘� ank you to all the clean-
up team.’

Donald Morrison.
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Fish farm plan 
hauls up protest
Anti-� sh farm campaigners 
have welcomed a ‘huge re-
sponse’ objecting to the latest 
planning application from 
Dawnfresh, which is seeking 
‘permanent’ permission to 
store equipment on the Loch 
Etive shoreline.

Dawnfresh argues the 
‘tucked away’ site is not easily 
visible, and it would only be 
needed for ‘temporary storage’ 
to inspect equipment ‘quickly 
and easily’.

� e campaign group Friends 
of Loch Etive (FoLE) said: 
‘Dawnfresh has been storing 
� sh farm equipment on the 
shoreline at Inverawe for some 
years, despite not having plan-
ning permission from Argyll 
and Bute Council.

‘A legal planning enforce-
ment notice was served by the 
council in 2017 to try to end the 

practice. By then, Dawnfresh 
had already been refused once 
by the council, in 2016, when it 
tried to secure what is known 
as a Certi� cate of Lawful 
Use. In 2016, Dawnfresh had 
also lost an appeal to Scottish 
ministers to allow them to use 
the Inverawe shoreline.’

A spokesman for FoLE con-
tinued: ‘It seems Dawnfresh 
has not understood that the 
community of Loch Etive does 
not want it to be able to store 
unsightly cages, other � sh-
farm equipment and debris on 
the shoreline at Inverawe as 
and when it wishes.

‘Loch Etive does not belong 
to Dawnfresh. It is everyone’s 
to enjoy and it is essential that 
it is protected from yet more 
creeping industrialisation.

‘It may well be very conven-
ient for Dawnfresh to just pull 
up old cages and equipment 
on the shore and leave them 
there, but the very beauty that 

attracts all sorts of visitors 
to Loch Etive will be lost if 
Dawnfresh keeps applying for 
and being granted yet more of 
the loch for its own commer-
cial gain.

‘� e worry is that the Etive 
businesses that rely on tourism 
and recreation, those business-
es which respect the loch and 
its ecology, will su� er.’

Alison Hutchins, farming 
director for Dawnfresh, said: 
‘Dawnfresh has worked with 
the local community regard-
ing the planning application 
to allow temporary storage of 
equipment for maintenance 
purposes on the shore near the 
base at Loch Etive.

‘Maintaining equipment 
such as pens close to the base 
allows us to inspect equip-
ment quickly and easily, with 
minimal transportation or 
logistical issues, reducing risk 
and ensuring we minimise 
the environmental impact on 

the local area. Furthermore, 
the site itself is largely tucked 
away in a small cove with a 
lot of tree cover opposite the 
Bonawe Quarry but beyond 
Taynuilt Pier so is not easily 
visible to any local residencies 
or visitors to the area.

‘We are keen to work with 
local people to overcome any 
legitimate concerns they may 
have and to � nd constructive 
solutions but believe that 
this application represents 
the most suitable solution, 
environmentally and opera-
tionally, at this time and hope 
that councillors will support 
this application.

‘As part of our support for 
the local community, we are 
one of the main sponsors of 
this year’s Taynuilt Highland 
Games and would encourage 
anyone who wants to discuss 
this with us in more detail to 
come and speak to us then as 
well.’

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Rescued seal pups are 
doing well, says SSPCA
Two abandoned seal pups 
that were found on Airds 
Bay near Taynuilt are doing 
well, the Scottish  Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (SSPCA) has 
con� rmed.

� e seals were rescued 
on Wednesday July 11 and 
taken to the Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary in Barcaldine, 
before being transferred to the 
SSPCA’s centre in Fishcross on 
Friday.

SSPCA national wildlife 
rescue centre manager Colin 
Seddon said: ‘� e two seals 
are getting on well in our care. 
� ey are currently being fed 

� sh soup and will soon move 
on to hand feeding. We’ve 
named the pair Annie and 
Haillee and we’re con� dent 
that we’ll be ready to release 
them back into the wild in the 
coming months.’

Annie and Haillee are not 
the only seals to be rescued by 
the Scottish Sealife Sanctuary 
recently. Last month, another 
two pups were rescued and 
were cared for in the sanctu-
ary’s seal hospital.

And thousands of people 
watched a video that was posted 
online of Je� , one of the rescued 
seals, as he took to the shallow 
pool for his � rst swim.

The seal pups were found abandoned on a beach.

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

the environmental impact on 

Bordeaux and a 
very good book
I move from the celebrations 
of Barra to a short holiday 
among the chateaux of 
Bordeaux for this week’s 
o� ering.  

I had never been to France 
before and have next to no 
knowledge of wine – making 
it, tasting it, smelling it or 
drinking it – so on the second 
day we decided to rectify this 
and booked a whole day’s 
tour taking in three chateaux 
(chateau being French for 
wine-making cro� !). 

O�  Ania and I went to 
explore the vineyards of this 
region famed the world over 
for its excellence in produc-
ing the very best of wines.

Each chateau on the tour 
provided a fascinating insight 
into the passion that the peo-
ple of this area have for wine. 
� e � rst was particularly 
enjoyable because the woman 
conducting the tour was so 
similar to the type of kindly, 
strong-minded cro� er’s wife 
you would meet anywhere in 
the Highlands.   

Although she had no 
English and we have no 
French, and her commentary 
had to be translated by our 

guide, she exuded a genuine 
character and commitment 
to her family’s profession that 
transcended the language 
barrier.  

As matriarch of this 
wine-making family, she was 
much less of a suave sales-
type than her equivalents 
on the subsequent tours but 
she won me over far more 
e� ectively. She was direct, 
slightly scary and de� nitely 
gave the impression that she 
would hit with her rolling 
pin anyone who might have 
had the poor taste, audacity 
or courage to not like her 
wine! Fortunately, the wine 
was superb so the rolling pin 
wasn’t required. 

For the rest of the trip, the 
food, the wine, the scenery 
and the welcome were 
exceptional. 

However, regardless of their 
combined attributes and 
e� ect they were all outshone 
by the book I happened to 
take with me for passing the 
time on the trains and planes. 

Ardnish Was Home is the 
� rst novel written by Angus 
MacDonald from Spean 
Bridge. I have known Angus 
for a number of years and, 
although I hold him in very 
high regard, I have to admit to 
being a little sceptical about 

the prospect of what his � rst 
novel might be like. I have 
long awaited a non-� ction 
book that he has been work-
ing on about his experiences 
as a businessman, so a novel 
was very unexpected.

Angus, while having a mil-
itary background (Queen’s 
Own Highlanders), has made 
his name starting, building 
up and selling companies.  

� e track record of those 
who have been highly 
successful in one � eld and 
then turn to novel writing is 
not a good one and in many 
instances these books are 
merely vanity projects that 
lack literary skill and depth 
of narrative. 

However, Angus has bucked 
this trend with Ardnish Was 
Home and produced a work 
of simple beauty, which 
e� ectively deals with many 
of the complexities of con� ict 
and history while providing 
a captivating story as a 
foundation.

While travelling by train 
through rural France, the 
beauties of the landscape 
were wasted on me as I was so 
engrossed in the story. Next 
week I will delve in more 
detail into the background of 
the author and the gripping 
narrative of his � rst book.
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Cowal’s ‘57 varieties’ 
of walking pleasure
The Cowal Way might not be one of the longest 
routes in Scotland but it is one of the fi nest

At 57 miles long, the Cowal Way o� ers, just like Heinz, 
variety and walking pleasure for every one of those miles.

Portavadie is its southern point and Inveruglas at Loch 
Lomond its northern. In between the walk has been de-
signed skilfully to make the best use of existing forestry 
tracks, footpaths, quiet roads and traditional rights of way.

� ese long-established routes are linked together to take 
the walker through Tighnabruaich, Glendaruel, Strachur, 
Lochgoilhead and Arrochar.

From its start on the sea loch, Loch Fyne, through to the 
freshwater of Loch Lomond, the route takes in stunning sea 
and mountain views, woodland, forests and rich pastures.  
� is mix gives a wide variety of wildlife habitats and plant 
life to see along the way.

� e Isle of Arran has long laid claim to the title of 
‘Scotland in miniature’ but this route is ‘Scotland in 57 
miles’.

� e Cowal Peninsula is very sparsely populated and most 
of the people are in the town of Dunoon, on its eastern side, 
on the banks of the Clyde, but the west coast of  is called 
‘Argyll’s secret coast’ for good reason. 

So say thank you to James McLuckie, who came up with 
the idea of the path. Since the turn of the century this path 
has grown, not in length, but in stature. It is now classed as 
one of Scotland’s great trails.

� e route is managed by Colintraive and Glendaruel 
Development Trust, has its own guide book and a free 
mobile app for iPhone and Android and a comprehensive 
website.

And for sheer variety, think of this: in the midst of all that 
magni� cent scenery, wildlife and peacefulness, you are an 
hour away, more or less, from the heart of a world-class 
city, Glasgow, and its international airport. Where else in 
the world can o� er you that?

Cowal’s ‘57 varieties’ 

Glendaruel Caravan and Camping park is set in the heart of the 
stunning Cowal Peninsula, making it a fantastic base to explore 
Cowal and Argyll. Set within 22 acres of woodland, the park is 
located close to the Cowal Way, the Cowal Circle Cycle and the Five 
Ferries Challenge. Glendaruel is perfect for a family retreat, o� ering 
outdoor exploration to younger children but is also suited to those 
looking for a peaceful trip to Argyll's Secret Coast. Glendaruel o� ers 
many di� erent types of accommodation including caravan holiday 
homes, camping bothies and space for tents and tourers. 

Glendaruel Caravan and Camping Park
ADVERTORIAL
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When you have an established long-distance path and a 
stunningly beautiful peninsula, it makes perfect sense to 
celebrate them both: welcome to Cowal Fest.

From October 5-12, the Cowal plays host to walking and 
outdoor events, not only along the route of the way but 
also across the peninsula as a whole.

Activities fall under the headings of heritage, health, 
nature, family and art and culture. 

One feature is plenty of ‘taster’ sessions to boost health 
and help you get the most out of your walking; yoga and 
Chi and Nordic walking, along with tai chi and medita-
tion walks.

This year’s festival has 14 new walks. These range from 
rough mountain climbs to ‘woodland wanders’ and also 
new this year ‘social’ walks for people who want to go at 
a more leisurely pace and stop o�  at inns and cafes along 
the way.

The walks and talks are always a big feature of Cowal 
Fest, exploring the heritage and history of the peninsula. 
There are also a number of specialist walks catering for 
speci� c interests including ornithology, photography 
and guided tours of Benmore Botanical Gardens, part 
of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, which has an 
internationally-important plant collection.

Look out also for a meditation walk, along the old track 
between the gardens and Puck’s Glen.

There is even a guided walk given in Gaelic.
Cowal Fest always includes family events and has a 

hugely popular children’s walk by torchlight, which is 
free.

Book early to avoid disappointment, in many cases – 
especially the linear walks – the places are � lling up fast 
as numbers are limited due to transport. The festival’s 
website is up and running for bookings. The route

Portavadie to Tighnabruaich
Six miles, forest track, paths and quiet road

‘fairly undemanding’

Tighnabruaich to Glendaruel
11 miles, tracks and roads, woodland path

‘gentle’ with ‘short stretch di�  cult woodland’

Glenadruel to Strachur
16 miles, tracks, trails and quiet road
‘steady climb to 1180 �  and descent’

Strachur to Lochgoilhead
Nine miles, quiet roads, tracks, rough ground, 

‘moderate climb to 1150 � , steep, di�  cult 
descent’

Lochgoilhead to Inveruglas
15 miles, quiet road, tracks and rough ground

Strenuous climb to 1640� , steep descent and two 
other less challenging ascents

*map and compass needed for poorer weather on 
� rst ascent

(Option for stay in Arrochar to add ascent of 
� e Cobbler)

Not everyone wants a peaceful, tranquil 
time along the Cowal Way – for some it is 
go hard or go home.

Saturday saw the second Cowal 
Way Chase – an ultra run and bike 
on a course starting and � nishing in 
Lochgoilhead, using one of the most 
challenging parts of the Cowal Way 
route.

� at is part of the joy of the Cowal 
Peninsula. It can o� er pushchair-friendly 
family routes and it has also hosted one 
of the UK’s toughest endurance tests, 
the Original (Karrimor) Mountain 
Marathon.

Celebrate the Cowal Way
A week-long festival for footpath
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BUSINESS NEWS
Investors sought 
for island green 
energy initiative
More time has been made available 
for people to invest in the Uist Wind 
community share o� er.

Following an extension to the Ofgem 
deadline by which the project must be 
up and running, the share o� er will now 
run until August 31.

The sum already raised is now 
approaching £200,000. The more 
successful the share o� er is, the sooner 
the community fund, which the project 
aims to create, will be able to bene� t 
the North Uist community.

North Uist Development Company 
Trading is the community bene� t 
society running the renewable energy 
project. The project will raise £2.3 
million over 22 years for development 
projects on the island. Not only does 
the community stand to gain £105,000 
a year from the community fund the 
project will create, but investors can 
earn a four per cent annual return by 
supporting the project.

The current project timeline will see 
two 0.9kW wind turbines being erected 
at Criongabhal near Clachan, North 
Uist, by autumn 2019, with interest 
being credited to investors’ accounts 
by the end of the year. An ethical bank, 
Triodos, is providing nearly three-quar-
ters of the development � nance, and 
the community share o� er aims to � ll as 
much of the funding gap as possible – 
up to £1.1 million. For more information, 
go to www.uistwind.com.

� ree Argyll and Lochaber businesses have been 
shortlisted for top environmental awards

Renewable Parts Ltd – Refurbishment Centre 
in Lochgilphead, � e Wildcat Café Ltd in Fort 
William and Xanthella in Oban are among the 
43 best green businesses in Scotland chosen as 
� nalists for the VIBES – Scottish Environment 
Business Awards.

Now in their 19th year, the VIBES awards urge 
Scotland’s businesses to challenge their everyday 
working  practices and embrace the economic 
opportunity of sustainability.

� e winners will be announced at an awards 
ceremony held on November 14 at the Radisson 
Blu Hotel in Glasgow.

� e � nalists have been selected across nine 
individual award categories which recognise the 
di� erent ways organisations are implementing 
environmental best practice in their daily 
activity. � is could range from reducing the 
use of plastic or developing a new product or 
service, to  encouraging cycle-to-work schemes 
or replacing company vehicles with electric cars.

Sustainable best practice is not just good for the 
environment but is bene� cial for business per-
formance, with many of this year’s entries re-
porting associated bene� ts, including enhanced 
competitiveness, a positive working culture and 
environmental and � nancial savings.

Bob Downes, chairman of the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and 
head of the VIBES judging panel, said: ‘� e 
VIBES – Scottish Environment Business Awards 
are a great chance to recognise leadership in 
sustainable environmental investment.

Three local fi rms go 
up for green awards

Scottish Environment Protection Agency chairman Bob Downes.

‘� is is at the core of SEPA’s One Planet 
Prosperity regulatory strategy. New approaches 
for delivering environmental improvements pro-
vide businesses with opportunities to enhance 
their sustainability and economic performance.

‘� e awards celebrate businesses which are 
already stepping up to this challenge and are 
leading by example. � e awards are an excellent 
opportunity to recognise and reward these com-
panies for going beyond “business as usual” and 
driving sustainable growth through innovation.

‘It is very encouraging to see so many of 
Scotland’s businesses leading the way and mak-

ing a di� erence which will not only support the 
environment but also protect their bottom line.

Awards will be presented for the following cat-
egories: Management Large, Management SME, 
Green Team, Sustainable and Active Travel, 
Circular Economy, Environmental Product or 
Service,  Innovation, and Hydro Nation Water 
Innovation. A Micro Business Award will also 
be presented to the best entry to any category 
from a company with fewer than 10 employees.

For more information on VIBES – Scottish 
Environment Business Awards visit www.vibes.
org.uk
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Send us your business news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Archive catalogues fascinating history of Harris Tweed industry
A project led by Western Isles 
Council’s archive service, Tasglann 
nan Eilean, has brought together 
and catalogued the entire archive 
of the Harris Tweed Authority.

� e Harris Tweed Authority 
Archive Project, funded by the 
National Cataloguing Grants 
Programme for Archives and 
the Harris Tweed Association 
Educational Trust, enabled the 
recruitment of a cataloguing 
archivist and the transfer of the 
portion of the Harris Tweed 
Authority (HTA) archive held by 
the Highland Archive Centre to 
Tasglann nan Eilean in Stornoway.

� e HTA archive contains a 
wealth of material covering more 
than 100 years of the history of 
the unique Harris Tweed industry. 
From photographs to limericks, 
and advertising to stamping books, 
the full collection has been opened 
up to the public for the � rst time 
via a new online catalogue.

Meticulous cataloguing and 
preservation work was carried out 
by project cataloguing archivist 
Victoria Woodcock, with contribu-

tions from a number of volunteers. 
� e collection contains intriguing 
historical records such as notebooks 
listing weavers in the 1930s and 
1950s, the founding document of the 
Harris Tweed Association from 1909 
(predecessor to the current HTA), 
court records from a case defending 
Harris Tweed in the 1960s, and 
adverts from the 1970s onwards.

Some of the more unusual items 
include limericks written for a com-
petition in 1982, school and college 
projects on the Harris Tweed in-
dustry, colourful imitation labels 
from the 1950s and 1960s, and a 
piece of the Harris Tweed made for 
the 2014 Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow.

� e HTA collection has huge 

research potential for historians, 
with the newly-catalogued records 
already being used in local and 
national media. Researchers in the 
� elds of advertising, trademark 
law, and Western Isles history will 
particularly � nd the archive of 
interest.

� e full catalogue is available on 
the UK Archives Hub and can be 

viewed at https://archiveshub.jisc.
ac. uk/data/gb3002-gd014, with the 
physical records being available to 
view in the reading room at Tasglann 
nan Eilean, Lews Castle.

Victoria said: ‘It has been an honour 
to work with an archive relating to an 
industry that is integral to the lives of 
so many people in the Western Isles. 
It is my hope that the catalogue pro-
duced by this project will be utilised 
by a wide range of local and national 
researchers, educators and creatives 
to discover sources relevant to their 
interests.’

Lorna MacAulay, chief executive 
of the Harris Tweed Authority, add-
ed:  ‘� e Harris Tweed Authority is 
delighted to have had this collection 
of important documents and archive 
material professionally catalogued, 
archived and now in the care of 
Tasglann nan Eilean.

‘It has been a pleasure to work 
with the archivists on this projects 
and we have no doubt there will be 
interest in viewing its contents. Our 
industry’s history and heritage is key 
to our success and o� en the focus of 
our promotion of the industry.’

People viewing archive items at a project open day in March and, right, a postcard showing the drying of 
crotal wool, from a set of 13 showing tweed-making process, early 20th century.  Photographs: Tasglann nan Eilean

Offer subject to availability. Good for stays Sunday-Thursday nights between 1 May 2018 and 30 September 2018 at The Ugadale or Royal Hotels. Rate 
includes VAT and does not include £3 per room night resort fee and is based on 2 people sharing one hotel room or 4 people sharing a 2-bedroom cottage.

Why Should Weekends 
Have All The Fun?

SUMMER MID-WEEK  
STAY & PLAY OFFER

FROM  £91* PP/PN

TO BOOK YOUR VISIT, CALL 01586 810 019 

•  Luxurious accommodations at  
The Ugadale Hotel & Cottages

•  Unlimited golf

•  Daily breakfasts
•  Soup & sandwich lunch
•  Mini bottle of whisky

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate 

your 
Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

First Name & Surname
Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er 

study.
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Gonna O’Donnell, 82, and his older 
brother Denis, 86, two of the original 
‘Tunnel Tigers’ who worked on the 
hydro system in the 1940s and 1950s, 
talk to Gregor Alexander, of SSE. 
Photograph: Stuart Nicol

Book chronicles 
hydro industry
In a poignant tribute to the engineers 
whose bravery helped build Scotland’s 
vast array of hydro power stations, SSE 
has released a new publication of Power 
from the Glens – a more de� nitive fourth 
edition.

Building on SSE’s hydro heritage, and to 
celebrate 75 years since The Hydro-Elec-
tric Development (Scotland) Act 1943, the 
book tells the story of how electricity was 
brought to the Highlands of Scotland for 
the � rst time. 

Combining a healthy balance of 
storytelling and imagery, the title 
includes a range of modern photography 
along with a portfolio of early sketches 
and drawings – never been seen before 
– which were used to garner public and 
planning support.

Gregor Alexander, SSE’s � nance director, 
said: ‘SSE is very proud of its hydro 
heritage and we all owe a huge debt of 
gratitude to those who helped create 
our network of tunnels, dams and hydro 
stations. This is a key chapter in Scot-
land’s social and engineering history and 
we felt we had a duty to tell that story.’

Gillian O’Reilly, head of heritage for SSE, 
is delighted the book has been published 
and said: ‘It is a � tting and lasting tribute 
to those who built the dams and now 
future generations can come to our 
stunning visitor centre at Pitlochry and 
buy the book of our hydro story for 
themselves.’

The book is priced at £14 and is on 
sale from SSE’s Pitlochry Dam Visitor 
Centre and via an online portal www.
pitlochrydam.com

Memorial with a   difference

Argyll has many � ne war memorials but there 
is one in particular which is perhaps more ap-
preciated in a practical way than many others.

It is a house in Morvern standing on a knuck-
le of rock overlooking the entrance to Loch 
Aline, where local ex-servicemen and their 
families can come on holiday at a reduced rate.

Opened in 1950, � e Cottage with the Garden 
and the Boat by the Shore, was the inspiration 
of Mrs May L Cameron, a descendant of an old 
Morvern family and secretary of the Glasgow 
Morvern Association, who saw it as not only a 
memorial to the fallen from their own parish, 
but a place of peace and happiness to those 
who had come home from the wars, and their 
descendants.

Highlanders in faraway places, she felt, 
always hankered to get back some day to the 
place of their birth and with the building of 
the cottage this would now be possible.

On Saturday June 3, 1950, 500 members of 
the association, along with their friends from 
Oban, Lorn and Morvern, came o�  the steam-
er Loch Fyne at Lochaline Pier from where 
they walked along to the cottage to the strains 
of the pipes played by local piper John Scoular.

� e opening ceremony was performed by 
Iain Macleod, brother of the late Duncan 
MacLeod of Skeabost, Skye, who had been 
a major donor. � ere were prayers by the 
Reverend Alastair Mackenzie, Blantyre, 
another Morvernite, Rev Alastair Campbell 
of Luss and Rev Hector MacSween, minister 
of Morvern. John Scoular played a lament, the 
Land of the Leal, in memory of the soldiers 
from the parish who died in battle.

� e design of the cottage, bold and imagina-
tive for the time, is by Glasgow-based architect 
Dr Colin Sinclair  (1879-1957) from Glassary, 
Mid Argyll. He was one of the Scottish dele-
gates to Unesco in 1947 and published � e 
� atched Houses of the Old Highlands in 
1953. He was also a composer and an accom-
plished painter in both oils and watercolours.

He designed the Stag Hotel, Lochgilphead, 
the monument to Neil Munro, Glen Aray, 
the Glasgow and West of Scotland Technical 
College, Jordanhill Teacher Training College 

and many other � ne buildings in the west of 
Scotland.

� e builders were MacDonald and Coulson, 
Craigard Road, Oban; sub-contractors and 
masonry, John Donaldson, Oban; plumber, T 
Crawford and Sons, Oban; slater, plasterer and 
roughcast, J S MacDonald, Oban; painter H 
Walker and Son, Oban; electrical J F Maxwell, 
Stevenson Street, Oban; and William 
Carmichael, haulage contractor.

� e appeal of the memorial cottage is its 
close proximity to the water and the views 
from every window.

And what views! From every room there 
is a panorama of the sea, up the loch to 
Ardtornish  Towers and down to Duart and 
Ardtornish Castle – windows on past battles, 
clan and family feuds.

And from the kitchen, the top of the memo-
rial cross, standing on Torr na h-Aire, now 
almost enveloped by trees and bushes, is a sad 
reminder of the men who died in the Great 
War in a hope that was never ful� lled.

Among the celebrities who attended the 
opening, were Sir Charles and Lady Maclean of 
Duart and Morvern, their daughter Janet, now 
the Dowager Maid of Morvern, and Gordon 
Jackson, the Scottish actor best remembered 
for his roles as the butler Angus Hudson in 
Upstairs, Downstairs and as George Cowley, 
the head of CI5, in � e Professionals. He 
also portrayed Flt Lt Andrew MacDonald, 
‘Intelligence’, in � e Great Escape and George 
Campbell in Compton Mackenzie’s Whisky 
Galore!.

� e memorial cottage is as popular as ever. 
Although soldiers from Morvern who fought 
in the Second World War are slipping away, 
the directors still encourage ex-servicemen 
and women from other parts of the world to 
use it.

Ian Greig, 96, from Dumfries and has family 
have been coming to the cottage for more than 
30 years. Not only does Ian have a � rm link 
with the parish through his daughter-in-law, 
Marion (nee Cameron), whose family have had 
a long association with the cottage as trustees, 
secretary and president, he is also a D-Day 
hero and a highly decorated and distinguished 
war veteran.

Ian, at the age of just 20, was among 
thousands of allied troops who landed in 
Normandy in 1944 to liberate France from the 
Germans. He had been called up to the Royal 
Navy as a teenager and joined the Forward 

Observation Unit as a telegraphist at HMS 
Dundonald in Troon.

On June 5, his unit crossed the Channel, 
landing on Sword Beach at around 7.30am. 
‘Most of the troops were sea sick, myself in 
much the same state,’ he said, ‘and that’s when 
all hell let loose.

‘My introduction to D-Day was seeing a 
soldier lying face up in the water, dead. He 
was quite peaceful, but quite dead – and that’s 
something you never forget.

‘Flak was � ying everywhere, snipers were � r-
ing from the villas along the beach and yours 
truly got a sniper’s bullet which severed nerves 
and paralysed my le�  arm. It missed my heart 
by about � ve inches and fortunately my 16” 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This week’s photograph comes to us courtesy of Nigel MacKenzie Campbell from 
Dumbarton. Mr Campbell said the photograph shows: ‘A summer day in Oban during 
the 1970s. In the background is a McColl’s bus of Benderloch at the Railway Pier.’ Anyone 
with historic photos suitable for Down Memory Lane can bring them to The Oban Times 
o�  ce where we can scan them or email them to editor@obantimes.co.uk

Does anyone remember Rodger’s restaurant on Fort William High Street? 

Memorial with a   difference

wireless set took the full force of the shrapnel 
but I was wounded in my lower back and arm.’

Ian spent months, and his 21st birthday, in 
hospital before being discharged in April 1945 
when he returned to the job he le�  with the 
British Steel Corporation.

In October 2015, Ian was presented with the 
Legion of Honour, France’s highest award, 
by Emmanuel Cocher, Consul General of 
France in Scotland, and Rear Admiral Patrick 
Chevallereau, the French Embassy’s defence 
attaché, along with eight other veterans from 
across Scotland, at a special ceremony aboard 
the French Navy destroyer, Aquitaine, in Leith 
harbour, Edinburgh.

� e medal joined many others on Ian’s chest, 

including the France and Germany Star, 
the Defence Medal, the Operation Overlord 
Medal, and one for Loyal Service which he 
received for his injuries.

Ian said: ‘I was one of the lucky ones to come 
out of it only with a dis� gured le�  hand and 
arm. It brings tears to your eyes thinking back 
to what happened, but life goes on and you’ve 
got to take each day as it comes. I’m quite 
happy to still be here to tell the tale.’

Every year he says to his many friends in 
Morvern that it will be his last visit but, judg-
ing by his strong handshake and his positive 
outlook on life, I am sure the memorial cottage 
at Lochaline will be welcoming him for many 
years to come.

The Morvern War Memorial Cottage, Lochaline, has been 
used by Ian Greig for 30 years. He is pictured at Leith 
in October 2015 when he was presented with France’s 
highest honour. Main photograph: Iain Thornber ; inset: Colin Greig
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OT

LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Wonders of the 
modern age bring 
closure for family
� ere is an utterly heart-warming story 
on page � ve of this week’s newspaper that 
simply would never have happened some 
years ago.

� anks to the modern miracle that is 
the internet, an American family have 
been able to undertake a pilgrimage that 
has been almost 60 years in the making.

For Jim Kesson and his sister, Kat 
Chandler, a search online discovered 
by chance that a hillwalker from near 
Newcastle had found the site above 
Dalmally where their father had died 
when the � ghter jet he was � ying crashed 
on Beinn Donachain.

� e American siblings from Portland, 
Oregon, were then able to contact Gary 
Nelson to thank him for posting details of 
the discovery on his blog.

Furthermore, Jim and Kat were able to 
arrange to travel thousands of miles to 
Argyll and to meet Gary, who was kind 
enough to return to Dalmally and guide 
the visitors to the top of the mountain 
and show them the crash site.

Unfortunately, Jim and Kat’s elderly 
mother, now 83, was too frail to make 
the journey. However, as Jim explained 
to � e Oban Times, they were able to 
have a minute’s silence at the crash site 
and to erect a cairn and install a granite 
monument to their late father.

In addition, they were able to video and 
photograph the emotional proceedings 
and will be able to show their mum 
when they return to the United States. A 
modern miracle, indeed.

Lack of parking could deter 
visitors to the islands
I was interested to read the letter (� e Oban 
Times, July 12) regarding overnight parking 
in Oban.

We found a similar situation on a recent visit 
when trying to � nd a suitable parking facility 
for an extended period to visit Mull. Like your 
reader, we were willing to pay but struggled to 
� nd somewhere reasonably near the pier.

Perhaps this should be given consideration 
to encourage visitors who want to come to the 
town and to visit the islands.

Jacquie MacIntyre,
by email.

An independent harbour 
trust is needed for Oban
Some years ago, the port of Glasgow was owned 
and run by the Clyde Navigation Trust on 
behalf of the citizens of Glasgow. Westminster 
took all the harbours, docks, buildings, land 
and the river and placed them into the newly 
formed Clydeport Authority, removing all the 
assets without compensation to the citizens of 
Glasgow. Ditto Port Glasgow and Greenock.

Later this whole ownership was sold to Peel 
Ports of the Isle of Man,  so outside ownership 
and in a tax haven. Later this also happened to 
the Forth Ports.

Oban Harbour is much di� erent with mul-
tiple ownership but the proposed formation 
of new controls by CMAL and CalMac would 
be restrictive and the result would be loss of 
control and possibly of assets by the many in-
terested owners, not least the people of Oban 
and area.

� ere does not seem to be knowledge of what 
response there might be from Argyll and Bute 
Council, which should be looking a� er the 
public interest,   but given its track record in 
looking a� er other assets, there is cause for 
concern.

I am � rmly of the opinion that all the local 
interests of running, maintaining and oper-
ating the harbour must be placed in an Oban 
Harbour Trust, with wide representation. 
Successful other trusts include Tobermory, 
Ullapool and Shetland. � is would need 
experienced and strong leadership,  so who is 
chosen is paramount.

It might be of interest to see if � e Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 might be 
used. It would facilitate progress if who owns 
what was listed – who has business and/or 
ownership of what is adjacent to the harbour.

What does the council own (North Pier) or 
act as agent for (trunk road A85), local jetties, 
the new short-stay marina. and so on?

It would be interesting and necessary for 
those proposing a harbour trust to have an 
indication of what might be the income and 
expenditure of such a body. � e � gures so far 
given on possible ownership or operating costs 
have no veri� cation as to how and by whom 
they were obtained.

� e book Who Pays the Ferryman? � e Great 
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Scottish Ferries Swindle by Roy Pedersen is 
required reading explaining why we have an 
outdated and unsuitable ferry services and at 
enormous expense,  when it should be pro� t-
able. Should Oban harbour be given into the 
control of such an incompetent out� t?

Donald Hutchison,
Fellow of the Institute of Chartered 
Shipbrokers.

Do not let CMAL become the 
new sole harbour authority
May I, � rstly, compliment Fergus Gillanders 
on the forensic detail contained in his letter 
(� e Oban Times, July 5).

By all means, have CMAL involved, but not 
exclusively, in the safety aspects of the bay but 
under no circumstances should it be allowed 
to become the harbour authority.

While it might, with much wringing of 
hands, cite safety as its main concern, make 
no mistake, this is about money, a great deal 
of money.

As the harbour authority, CMAL could 
impose anchoring charges, pilotage charges 
(which it could make compulsory), passenger 

landing charges and, perhaps, ban yacht rac-
ing within the bay.

If any, all or none of these charges are to be 
applied this should be at the discretion of our 
council wherein rests the ability to determine 
what is best for Oban and district.

A great deal has been done by the council 
and others to attract cruise ships, charter 
vessels and other leisure cra�  to the town with 
very obvious success and it would be dreadful 
if some of this were to be lost by aggressive 
charging.  � e clue is in the name, Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd.

J Patrick Maclean,
by email.

Dental service provided the 
on islands is excellent
I would like to answer the comments of David 
Fuller, who has commented about the lack of 
dental service to Mull and Iona since the retiral 
of Mr Price.

As a patient of the   current Mull and Iona 
Dental Service, I would like to disagree.

In my opinion, Dr Fuller was triaged absolutely 
perfectly by reception sta�  doing their job bril-
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Fort William. This week’s photograph is 
sent to us by Fiona McCuish, who said 
it was done on her mobile phone. Fiona 
added: ‘Taken at Dunardry canal lock, 
Cairnbaan. Beautiful light at 9pm.’

USEFUL CONTACTS
POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
AMBULANCE
999 or 01631 562928
COASTGUARD
999 or 01631 562685
RNLI
999 or 01631 563733
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463
DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500

Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):
01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 01631 567190 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000
Oban: 01631 570614

WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089
BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

AIG ÀM SAM BHEIL sinn 
a’ tòiseachadh air amasan 
an treas Plana Nàiseanta 
Gàidhlig a  chur an gnìomh 
tha � ios gum bheil e deata-
mach leasachadh a thoirt air 
dad sam bith a  dh’� aodadh 
obrachadh an aghaidh 
foillseachadh agus fàs na 
Gàidhlig is a cultar.

Ach ciamar a ghabhas 
buaidh a thoirt air mil-
leanan de luchd-turais a 
tha a’ siubhal far feadh 
an t-saoghail agus a tha a’ 
tadhal air coimhearsnachdan 
leithid na Gàidhealtachd is 
nan Eileanan far am bheil 
freumhan cultarach Gàidhlig 
� athast beò?

Saoilidh mise nach eil ach 
an aon � reagairt ann agus 
‘s e sin gum bithear a’ togail 
inbhe agus ìomhaigh na 
Gàidhlig feadh nan sgìrean 
sin agus gu nàiseanta agus ga 
margaideachd mar phrìomh 
tharraing dha luchd-tadhail.

Mar a dh’� às gnìomha-
chas turasachd air feadh na 
Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean 
thar nam bliadhnaichean, 
bha a’ mhòr-chuid a bha a’ 
frithealadh na margaid sin a’ 
tabhann aoigheachd, is gu ìre 
cur-seachad, air am biodh an 
luchd-turais eòlach.

B’ e an � eallsanachd a 
bh’ aca gum biodh coigrich 
measail agus riaraichte le 

rudan air an robh iad eòlach. 
‘S dòcha gun robh tomhas 
de dh’irioslachd fèin-mheas 
nan Gàidheal air an cuid 
dualchais � èin na phàirt den 
ghluasad seo ach gu ìre mhòr, 
agus gu chionn glè ghoirid air 
ais, cha robh  margaideachd 
turasachd Alba a’ toirt aithne 
sam bith air an luach neo an 
tarraing a th’ ann an turasa-
chd cultarach.

� a cuimhn’ agam mu 
� ichead bliadhna air ais 
àrd-riochdaire bhon Bhòrd 
Turasachd a bh’ againn an 
uairsin ag òraid aig co-lab-
hairt air turasachd cultarach.

Bhruidhinn e air goilf agus 
cha do thog e fàire tuath 
air Cill Rìmhinn. � a e na 
mhisneachadh gum bheil 
Visit Scotland /Alba a’ toirt 
aithne agus foillseachadh 
dhan Ghàidhlig agus chan eil 
teagamh nach eil na mìltean 
a bhios air an tàladh a chlu-
inntinn seinn agus labhairt sa 
chànan, agus tha dearbhadh 
gu leòr againn a-nise cuide-
achd gum bheil ùidh ann am 
biadh traidiseanta na sgìre.

Cha bhuainear ach mar 
a chuirear agus feumaidh 
luchd-gnìomhachais turas-
achd uile barrachd a dhèan-
amh gus sàr bhlas na dùthcha 
a lìbhrigeadh.

‘S dòcha gur e sloinneadh 
aon de na rudan as motha 

a tha a’ tarraing dhaoine às 
gach ceàrnaidh gu ruige Alba 
agus chun na Gàidhealtachd 
is nan Eilean gu sònraichte. 
Sliochd Ghàidheil a b’ 
� eudar an dùthaich � àgail 
a’ nochdadh luach air dìleab 
dualchais agus fèin-aithne.

Shoirbhich in-imrich 
Ghàidhealach feadh an 
t-saoghail, le Ameireagaidh 
air aon de na dùthchannan 
sin. Nach iongantach 
ma-thà gum biodh leithid 
Dhòmhnaill Trump, mac 
in-imrich Ghearmailteach 
agus Albannach, e � èin 
cho fada an aghaidh 
in-imreachas.

Gaelic language and culture 
are  unique and as yet a rela-
tively untapped resource for 
Scotland’s tourism industry, 
but genealogical research has 
long been a major attraction 
for visitors from across the 
globe.

Descendants of Scottish 
migrants re� ect pride in their 
cultural heritage and identity.

How strange then that the 
American son of German 
and Scottish migrants to that 
country should be so opposed 
to immigration today.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in 
the Highlands and is 
distributed via 1,742 
newsagents every 
week.
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liantly under extremely busy circumstances. He 
was o� ered the service that his non-urgent tooth 
problem required. Had it been a problem need-
ing urgent attention he would have been o� ered 
the necessary treatment.

� e service is far from non-existent. Our dental 
health therapist, Sarah Scott, works full-time 
under the dentist’s prescription and, since March 
2017, Mrs Kennedy, our full-time dentist, has 
been covering the patients of a full-time dentist 
as well as her own part-time commitment.

Patients with urgent issues are prioritised (I 
know this � rst-hand) and Mrs Kennedy has 
been known to come over on weekends to Mull 
to treat patients with urgent dental issues and 
on occasions out-of-hours treatment has been 
organised.

Our team of four dental nurses deliver the 
Child Smile project, tooth brushing and other 
dental educational projects to our children. � is 
involves � ve of our seven primary schools. � e 
other two schools are covered by the Oban dental 
team.

Attempts have been made on numerous occa-
sions to recruit a new dentist and are ongoing.

� e majority of dentists are not employed by 
the NHS, but are independent sub-contractors 
who choose to provide NHS treatment. Only 

dentists in remote locations such as Mull have 
public dental service dentists to provide care as 
there is no independent practice.

Dr Fuller’s comments in the public-domain 
are not helpful. First, it is extremely hurtful to 
all the hard-working sta�  who are delivering 
an excellent service and it could cause damage 
if any potential dentist read this comment as I 
doubt they would accept or apply for a job.

We have a committed and caring team of 
professionals working out of the Tobermory 
dental surgery who deliver a � rst-class service 
for which we are very grateful. Please know how 
appreciated you all are.

Mary-Jean Devon,
Mull.

Where have all the � sh gone 
from local sea waters?
As a keen sea � sher and local, I am writing to 
voice my concern.

I was partly brought up on Lismore. I am 
now 66 and retired.  I have � shed around the 
island since childhood.  My main concern is 
lack of sea � sh this year.

I have been � shing since the middle of June 
and not caught one � sh. Where have they all 
gone? Have any other locals experienced the 
same? � is is the � rst time in nearly 60 years I 
have experienced this.

Harry Morton,
Laggan, Isle of Lismore.

Cli� s are a dangerous place 
for children to be playing
On two occasions within the past week, chil-
dren have been seen playing at the cli�  edge 
above Market Street in Oban.

I want to warn all ages and parents that the 
derelict hydropathic buildings and cli�  are no 
place for anyone, especially children. to play.

� e police were informed. � ere used to be 
a warning sign at the cli�  edge but this seems 
to have disappeared. Perhaps the owner of the 
land should be informed before there is an 
accident.

Stephen Jones,
Oban.

Very glad to see that 
potholes have been � xed
I visited Manse� eld Road in Port Ellen and I 
was happy to see that the potholes have at long 
last been � lled. � is is more than welcome and 
not before time. A huge thanks to the local 
roads department for rectifying this problem.

I have had a number of residents contact me 
about the large potholes and street lighting 
being blocked by overgrowing tree branches at 
An-Creagan Place in Port Charlotte. All these 
faults and others brought to my attention have 
been raised with the appropriate department 
and I will keep pushing until they are � xed.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.
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OBAN
One of Cowal Highland Gathering’s (CHG) 
most � ercely contested competitions will this 
year welcome a fourth international team, 
as Austria joins the athletes battling to be 
crowned Cowal International Heavy Athletics 
Champions.

Introduced to the gathering in 2016, the 
event is the only international heavy athletics 
event to be held in Scotland.

Having attracted teams from Scotland, 
Germany and Iceland for the past three years, 
CHG organisers are delighted a team from 
Austria will join the 2018 competition.

Teams consist of four athletes – three men 
and one woman – all of whom take part in 
the gathering’s individual contests. � e points 
scored by each person go towards the team to-
tal and at the end of the gathering on Saturday 
August 25 the team with the highest total will 
be crowned champions.

CHG chairman Ronnie Cairns said: ‘� is is 
the � rst time we’ve had a team from Austria 
competing at the gathering and I’m sure this 
will add extra spice to what is already an 
extremely tough competition.

CHG’S main sponsor again this year is the 
Scottish Salmon Company (SSC), which also 
sponsors the heavy athletics competitions.

Craig Anderson, chief executive of SSC, 
said: ‘We are proud to support to the Cowal 
Highland Gathering for the � � h year.

‘� e gathering is famous across the world 
as a celebration of Scotland’s � nest traditions 
with warm hospitality and fantastic enter-
tainment. � e annual heavy athletics event is 
something we always look forward to and we 
wish all competitors from near and far the best 
of luck.’

� is year’s Cowal Highland Gathering runs 
from � ursday to Saturday, August 23 to 25, 
and is supported by EventScotland’s Beacon 
Funding Programme.

� A group that helps people living with chronic 
pain will hold its monthly meeting on Monday 
July 30 in the Oban Bay Hotel.

Run by the Pain Association Scotland, the 
gathering will run from 1pm until 3pm.

� An open day has been organised by the Oban 
and Lorn Riding For � e Disabled group.

� e event takes place on Friday July 20 from 
11am until 3pm at Achnalarig Stables.

Attractions include a ra�  e, home-baking, 
burgers, refreshments, pony rides and a table 
top sale.

� � e Scottish Chamber Orchestra Strings will 
be playing in Oban tonight (� ursday July 19) 
as part of its 40th year touring Scotland.

� e orchestra will be playing in St John's 
Cathedral from 7.30pm.

� e Kilbride Family Open Day takes place in 
Lerags on Saturday July 21 when there will be 
something for mums, dads, grannies, grand-
pas and children to enjoy.

Attractions include traditional archery 
with Lorn Longbows, birds of prey by Finn 
Falconry, children’s activities and refresh-
ments. � e event starts at 2pm at Kilbride Kirk 
and � nishes at 5pm.

For more information visit www.
FriendsofKilbride.scot.

Voting in the Tiree � ag competition starts 
tomorrow, Friday July 20, when a shortlist of 
four designs is unveiled at Tiree Agricultural 
Society Show.

Members of the public can vote at the show, 
as well as by post and online for two weeks. 
More details at www.tiree� ag.com.

Bessie the Play Talk Read Bus will be travel-
ling throughout Argyll this month o� ering 
free songs, stories, cra� s and play sessions to 
children.

Bessie will be in Oban’s George Street on 
Monday July 23 from 10am until 1pm and 
from 2-4pm.

� e following day, the bus will be Ledaig car 
park, Tobermory, from noon until 4pm.

On � ursday July 26, Bessie will be in 
Inveraray’s Co-op car park from 10am until 
1pm and from 2-3pm.

To � nd out more, visit www.playtalkread.
scot.

OBAN/TOBERMORY

A fun family science and cra� -making event 
will take place in the Ocean Explorer Centre, 
Dunbeg, on Wednesday July 25.

Participants will have the chance of working 
with materials typically found on beaches.

� e event runs from 11.30am until 1pm.
� ere will also be a chance for people to 

‘pledge to protect the ocean and its amazing 

DUNBEG

creatures’. � ere will be a selection of mi-
cro-plastics on show, as well as ‘surprising’ 
facts. Everyone welcome.

Lismore Agricultural Show takes place on 
Saturday July 21.

Judging will start at 10.45am at Cro�  4 
Craiganich.

As well as the competitions featuring live 
stock, events include a bungee run, a ra�  e, 
children’s games and produce stalls.

Lismore Agricultural Show was re-estab-
lished in 2015 a� er it stopped in the 1930s.

LISMORE

Taynuilt Flower Show urgently needs volun-
teers to help run the event.

A meeting will be held on Tuesday July 24 

TAYNUILT

LERAGS

COWAL

in the village hall at 7.30pm when, depending 
on interest, a decision will be made whether to 
continue or cancel the annual event.

A post published to the Facebook group 
Taynuilt What’s Happening said: ‘� ere will 
be no show if no-one comes forward. � e 
present four members of the committee are 
not able or � t enough to do this on their own.’

International heavy athletes at the 2017 
Cowal Gathering.

Ready for shinty action

Park Primary School’s shinty club received 
new strips thanks to the generosity of 
Oilfast in Oban.

Dail Beattie, Oilfast’s area director in 
Oban, said: ‘� ese young lads have had an 
amazing success with unbelievable support 
from their parents and coaches.

‘� e hard work that has been put into this 
team by everyone involved is nothing short of 
inspiring and we wanted to help in any way we 
can. A lack of sponsorship interest provided 

the perfect opportunity for Oilfast to get 
involved and we are ecstatic that the kids will 
� nally look the part. � ey deserve it.

‘Oilfast Oban depot is in its infancy but 
we have had great support from the local 
community and wanted to give back where 
we could. Oban and the local area de� ne what 
community really means and we will continue 
to support them with our up and coming 
charity events and safety projects. We would 
also like to wish them the best of luck.’

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk
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At random

Victory Hall stalwart Margaret MacColl 
has notched up 60 years on its management 
committee.

� e granny of 12, who still lives on the 
Tralee cro�  where she was raised, was 
co-opted on to the hall's committee aged just 
15 – because she played badminton there.

Now in her mid 70s, Mrs MacColl, whose 
son is champion piper Angus MacColl, is 
the hall’s treasurer, a post she has held since 
1984 and has no intention of giving up – just 
yet. � e committee meets about four times 
a year and its big event on the calendar is its 
Christmas Fair.

Important papers are kept safe in a battered 
brown case she inherited for the job which is 
also standing the test of time.

Mrs MacColl has seen many changes over 
the six decades and was heavily involved in 
a massive fundraising campaign in the 1990s 
to extend the hall which originally built a� er 
the First World War.

‘� e old hall was no good for badminton. 
We kept hitting the beams,’ said Mrs 

Six decades of service and still giving

Margaret MacColl has been on the hall 
committee at Benderloch for 60 years.

MacColl who still co-runs the popular club 
with her friend Maimie Cattanach. In 2016, 
the pair won an Argyll and Bute Sports 
Award for their services to sport.

Today the bigger hall and its reading room, 
home to the village’s Bookends Festival in 
September, is the hub of the expanding com-
munity from gigs to produce shows, social 
celebrations, clubs and meetings.

‘We had a frantic time when we were fund-
raising. It was hard work for all of us and we 
got there in the end. 

‘People have come and gone but there’s a 
few of us who have been on the committee 
for years. � ere was Elsie Robb who was 
president. She died a few years ago but she 
kept going in her 80s. � en there’s Gordon 
Cruickshank who is the vice president and 
has been looking a� er the hall’s bar for 
decades.

‘I’ve never really thought about the 60 
years, it’s just been a fact of life. I’ve certainly 
no plans to retire from it just yet!’ said Mrs 
MacColl.

And she added: ‘� ey threw a surprise 
party for me when I got to 50 years on the 
committee. People had been plotting and 
scheming, and I had no idea.’

Friends of Kilbride fi nd many a mickle maks a muckle

Parking is a shambles
� ere is, it would appear, only one story in 
town at the moment, so I make no apologies 
for returning to the issue of parking in Oban 
for third week running.

A� er the past two weeks’ thoughts on this, 
I have been contacted by a number of furious 
readers who wanted to vent their spleens 
about the new charging regime.

One woman, Lilian Hutchison, who is 
quoted elsewhere in this week’s Oban Times, 
was manifestly upset at the ridiculous new 
system. Indeed, she was so angry when I 
spoke to her that she was on the verge of 
becoming emotional.

And another reader, Bill Matthews, 
described the system – quite rightly in my 
opinion – as a ‘shambles’.

What’s worse is that it is now presenting a 
clear danger to our tourism industry.

Let me give some examples.
I spoke to a family from Dundee who 

had come to Oban for a few days ahead 
of travelling to the Tiree Music Festival. 
� ey were bemused by the complete lack of 
anywhere to park while they were on Tiree 
without incurring parking tickets.

And I’ve spoken to two separate individuals 
who have berthed yachts at Oban Marina on 
Kerrera for the summer but who are now very 
seriously contemplating leaving because of 
the problems of parking.

Now, the marina was taken over last year by 
a couple who have made signi� cant improve-
ments to it and have invested heavily in it. I 
would hate to see their business put under 
threat because of their customers’ inability to 
park anywhere near to the connecting ferry 
from North Pier.

Users of the Atlantis Leisure Centre – 
particularly early morning types – have also 
spoken to me and voiced their anger at being 
unable to pay before 9am but running the risk 
of being ticketed if they are there later than 
that.

Argyll and Bute Council has got the parking 
system utterly and hopelessly wrong. It needs 
to scrap the new system urgently and think 
very seriously before coming up with an 
alternative.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

A group fundraising to preserve an ancient 
kirkyard near Oban has been donated almost 
£600 at an annual fun day, before an event this 
Saturday.

� e Friends of Kilbride  were delighted to 
be supported by the FUN(d)raising day at the 
Barn Bar in Lerags, organised by manager 
Mary Macleod.

Friend Liam  Gri�  n  said: ‘Mary invited 
Friends of Kilbride to collect a donation total-
ling a most generous £579.43.

‘� e odd pennies (and not a few pounds) 
came from the collecting tin, which sits quiet-
ly in the corner of the bar, and into which cus-
tomers drop their loose change. Amounting 
to more than £60, the wee green tin is living 
proof of the old Scots saying, “many a mickle 
maks a muckle”.’

Mr  Gri�  n  thanked the ‘hard working, 
cheery, e�  cient, charitable team’ who  gener-
ously gave their time and skills, ‘always with 
a cheery smile’.

‘� ank you to the mums and dads, the gran-
nies and grandpas, the weans and the teenag-

ers, who turned up yesterday, dug deep into 
their pockets and contributed so generously to 
what was a marvelous FUN(d)raising day out.’

� is Saturday (July 21), the Friends of 

Kilbride are hosting an event at Kilbride 
Kirk from 2pm to 5pm, featuring traditional 
archery with the Lorn longbow and birds of 
prey by Finn Falconry.

Liam Gri�  n of the Friends of Kilbride Kirk at the fun day in Lerags Glen.

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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WELCOME TO

Discover which outlets are available on 
board by visiting calmac.co.uk/on-board

SHOPPING
ON BOARD?

calmac.co.uk

ARDROSSAN

PLEASE CHECK WWW.CALMAC.CO.UK 
FOR FARES AND FURTHER INFORMATION

HISTORIC CLYDE PORT BEING 
REBORN FOR LEISURE 
Check out: The marina, with the port’s old power house now transformed into a restaurant 
and two great beaches, the North Shore, and South Beach which is buzzing with eating places 
and great picnic spots. 

The journey: M77 and A77 from Glasgow; A78 a glorious coastal drive, north and south; A71 
through Ayrshire countryside from the east. The railway station is right on the harbour.

Hopscotch: Wemyss Bay for the Isle of Bute; Largs for the Isle of Cumbrae.
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WELCOME TO

Discover which outlets are available on 
board by visiting calmac.co.uk/on-board

SHOPPING
ON BOARD?

calmac.co.uk

ARDROSSAN TO 
CAMPBELTOWN CAMPBELTOWN

THE WONDERFUL ‘WEE TOON’
Look out for incredible architecture from its Victorian heyday and great golf courses.  The 
only Scottish whisky region which is a town; fans come from around the world to visit the 
distilleries.

Check out: The hard-working harbour; the newly-renovated cinema is one of the world’s 
oldest; great music scene; surf on the Atlantic beaches. Home of the MOK Run (Mull of Kintyre) 
a half-marathon and 10K: ‘the best organised race in the best location within the UK’. Linda 
McCartney Memorial Garden; she is still remembered fondly here.

The journey: The A83 from Campbeltown to Tarbet, Loch Lomond is one of � nest in routes 
in Scotland. Arrochar, the Rest and Be Thankful, Loch Fyne, Inveraray, across the Crinan Canal, 
Tarbert, Loch Fyne and the Kintyre Atlantic coast, passing Gigha and Jura.

Hopscotch: Kennacraig for Islay; Tarbert, Loch Fyne for Portavadie; Tayinloan for Gigha; 
Claonaig to Lochranza, Arran and then Brodick back to Ardrossan.
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Get a free home 
composting 
starter kit
Many people view food waste as 
environmentally harmless because it is 
biodegradable, without realising how 
dangerous it can be if taken to land� ll.

Every year more than 380,000 tonnes 
of food is thrown away in Scotland. It is 
estimated that dealing with this waste 
costs the Scottish public more than £1 
billion every year.

When waste is sent to land� ll, air does 
not get to the organic waste. As this 
organic waste breaks down, it creates 
methane which is a greenhouse gas 
34 times more powerful than carbon 
dioxide.

When this same waste is composted 
at home, oxygen helps the waste to 
decompose aerobically which means 
hardly any methane is produced, 
which is good news for the planet. And 
furthermore, after 12 months, you get 
a free fertiliser for your garden to grow 
more food and repeat the cycle.

Lochaber Environmental Group will 
be attending the Lochaber Vegan and 
Ethical Fair in Duncansburgh Hall, Fort 
William, this Saturday, July 21, from 
11am until 4pm. If anyone would like 
some to sign up for a free compost bin 
and take home some free vegetable 
plants to get them started, then come 
along and say hello.

Why not take your bike to the fair? 
Come along to the Dr Bike stall outside 
and get a free health check of your 
bike from the community bike interns 
Hannah and Liam.

Lochaber Environmental Group’s 
Go, Grow and Glow project is funded 
by the Scottish Government’s Climate 
Challenge Fund.

If you would like a free home 
composting starter kit get in touch with 
Stephen at Lochaber Environmental 
Group on 01397 700090 or email: info@
lochaberenviro.org.uk

� e 1,278 Hectare Kenmore Forest, by Inveraray, 
has been jointly awarded the John Kennedy 
Trophy for Multi-purpose Woodlands in the 
Whole Forest or Estate category of the Quality 
Timber Awards in the annual Scotland’s Finest 
Woodlands competition (www.sfwa.co.uk).      

� e judges could not split the Houston 
Farms Partnership for the Elderslie Estates in 
Renfrewshire and the Hunt-Grubbe Family 
Trust for Kenmore Forest.

� e awards were presented by Fergus Ewing 
MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and 
Connectivity, at the Highland Show. 

He said: ‘New � gures have shown that 
Scotland is responsible for almost 80 per cent 
of new forest and woodland creation in the UK. 
� is is testament to the value and importance 
of our £1 billion forestry and timber industry 
and the economic, environmental and social 
contribution it makes.’ 

� e judges recognised that when the Hunt-
Grubbe Family Trust acquired Kenmore Forest 
in 1999, ‘they had a vision of transforming 
what was a � rst generation planted forest with 
pioneer species into a diverse multi-purpose 
forest with a focus on high quality timber and 
improved access for recreation. 

‘� rough the skills, commitment and 
experience of the forest managers this has 
been achieved. � e � rst rotation produced 
high quality timber but by careful selection of 
planting stock and good silvicultural practice, 
timber quality in the second rotation is proving 
to be even better, some of it exceptional.’

In 2001, Kenmore Forest was highly com-
mended in the Large Woodlands category of 
the Scotland’s Finest Woodlands Awards. Part 
of the transformation since then has been a ma-

Argyll forest 
wins top 
‘Tree Oscar’

jor restoration of ancient woodland that, along 
with retained stands of conifers, will create 
excellent habitat for the thriving population of 
red squirrels,  pine martins, raptors and other 
wildlife.  Recreational opportunities are also 
excellent on the extensive network of forest 
roads and ATV tracks that permeate the forest, 
allowing the public to enjoy walking, cycling, 
pony trekking and climbing Dun Leacainn 
Crag.

Tom McLellan, who has been the forest 
manager at Kenmore Forest for 18 years, said: 
‘Commercial timber production is very im-
portant in the forest, but so is the delivery of 
biodiversity, habitat, landscape and interaction 
with the local community. � ere are two ham-
lets that lie within the forest, with a total of 19 
houses in or adjacent to the forest. In addition, 
we manage 17 sites of historical interest. If you 
have 60 to 70 per cent of the forest area compris-
ing commercial timber, you can integrate and 
deliver all those other attributes that forestry 
provides. � at mix is crucial to us.’

Kenmore Forest was established as a com-
mercial forest between 1957 and 1971 with 
the production of quality timber being the 
primary objective. � e forester at the time was 
John MacKenzie, who along with his son Ian 
established most of the � rst generation forest. 

Mr McLellan continued: ‘Ian carried on 
as forester at Kenmore Forest over most of 
the last 50 years a� er his father retired and 
in subsequent years he has been involved 
in harvesting the � rst generation forest and 
replanting all of the second generation of trees 
which was completed this year, something 
that very few foresters are able to achieve.’
Virtually all of the timber from Kenmore 

Forest has been processed at sawmills and other 
market outlets in Scotland to be used for house 
construction, engineered wood products, paper 
and woodfuel. It is estimated that the total 
‘factory gate’ value of the � nished products 
produced from the conifer timber harvested in 
the � rst rotation – Gross Value Added – would 
be of the order of £27-£30 million in today’s 
terms. � is illustrates the value that can be 
derived from 1,000 Hectares of commercial 
conifer forest.

 � e second generation forest h as been estab-
lished with the same aim, with harvesting of 
the second rotation of conifers being expected 
to commence around 2027 from a productive 
area of around 70 per cent of the forest. � e re-
maining 30 per cent of the forest will comprise 
mixed broadleaf and conifer trees together with 
open ground and management of this area will 
be focused primarily on biodiversity, habitat 
and recreation as noted earlier. 

All of this has been achieved by Argyll-based 
managers, contractors and operatives who have 

From left, Fergus Ewing MSP, Tim Mack, forest 
manager and Mark Crichton Maitland, owner 
of Elderslie Estates, with Robert and Julia 
Hunt-Grubbe, owners of Kenmore Forest, and 
Tom McLellan, forest manager; right, Kenmore 
Forest. Photographs: Julie Broadfoot and Tom McLellan

Your COMPANY
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LOCALLY
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Saturday July 21 
Balinoe Forest Walk,
Loch Feochan
A circular forest walk taking in part of 
a co�  n route with an extension giving 
good views after recent tree felling. 
Grand view over Loch Feochan on the 
descent. All to be obscured if replanted. 

Start at the layby at head of Loch 
Feochan on the A816, NM872241. Cross 
the main road and take the track east, 
past the cottages at Balinoe and then 
turn right over the river onto a track 
heading E.

Almost immediately, turn on to the 
co�  n route and follow it SE to meet a 
forest track at NM889224. Turn E along 
the track for about 2km to enjoy some 
views to the NE from the clearfelled 
slopes. Return W to cross the co�  n 
route and continue W on the track to a 
T-junction. 

Turn left and continue W to a new 
junction at NM 877226. Fork right to 
descend N on a new track that zig-zags 
down to A816. Cross the main road and 
walk E along the foreshore if possible, 
or follow the road back to the start. 

Grade: M; Distance: 13km; Height to 
climb: 300m; Map(s): LR49, EX 359.

Meet at: Longsdale car park, Oban at 
10am. Start of walk at 10.20am. Leader: 
KAlison Guest 01852316266 or 07562 
874991.
Thursday July 26
Corrour to Spean Bridge
A cross-country walk in a remote 
area with impressive scenery. Mainly 
downhill on paths or tracks, some 
boggy. Height to climb from Loch Treig 
to watershed in the Lairig Leacach is 
258m. Other ascents are not sustained.

From Corrour Stn take the path 
heading NW to join a track at the 
railway overbridge. Continue down 
to Loch Treig. Follow the S edge 
of the loch to cross the bridge at 
Creaguaineach Lodge.

Keeping on the west side of the Allt 
na Lairige, continue on the path to the 
bothy at NN282736. If necessary, the 
Allt a’ Chuil Choirean can be crossed 
on a bridge upstream of the bothy. 

Follow the track N up to the watershed 
and down to pass through The Lairig, a 
forest area now clear-felled.

Continue N to Corriechoille and 
zig-zag down to the start of the public 
minor road to Spean Bridge. Transport 
required

Grade: M; Distance: 20km; Height to 
climb: 400m; Map(s) LR41 EX385/392. 
Meet at: North Ballachulish School at 
7am, Fort William station for 7.42am 
departure, Spean Bridge station for 
7.55am departure. Leader: Marilyn 
Drummond 01631 565878 or 07469 
822784.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at www.
nevishillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go out on the walk please 
contact club secretary Suzanne 
Theobald on 01397 701783 or email 
enquiries@nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday July 22
Stob Dearg/Taynuilt Peak
Ben Cruachan
Start from the car park in Inverawe 
Country Park, 800m NE of the Smokery, 
at NN028319. Head NE on the track until 
it emerges from the forest at the shore 
of Loch Etive. Leave the track, head 
SE across rough ground, cross a fence 
and climb a steep, uneven slope to the 
summit of Meall Copagach, 660m.

Turning S, continue climbing to the 
summit of Meall nan Each, 906m. Turn 
SE and descend about 100m to a col 
with several small lochans. Continue 
SE and climb the steep slope ahead to 
the summit of Stob Dearg, the W Top of 
Cruachan known as the Taynuilt Peak. 
Descend SE another 100m to a col and 
climb the ridge to the summit of Ben 
Cruachan. Head S down the ridge to 
the Bealach an Lochain at the head of 
Coire Dearg. 

Climb S to the summit of 
Meall Cuanail, 918m. Leave the summit 
heading SE, soon curving S following 
the fence line down to its intersection 
with a track at NN070260. Head E on 
the track down to the dam. Descend 
the staircase to reach the track below 
the dam and follow it across the bridge 
over the Allt Cruachan. Locate the start 
of the path that leads S on the E side 
of this river and follow it over a stile 
and down through woodland to the 
railway. Pass under the railway at Falls 
of Cruachan Station to reach the A85 
main road.

Distance: 14km, height to climb: 
1500m. Suggested by  Gavin Theobald; 
coordinated by John Burton.

Mull whale charity 
needs your votes

felled and extracted the merchantable timber, 
hauled it to market, constructed forestry roads, 
prepared the ground for the second generation 
of forest, together with planting and maintain-
ing the trees, thereby ensuring that the value of 
all this work goes back into the local economy. 
� is was important to the forest owners. 

� e diversity of tree species and age classes 
now being established within Kenmore Forest 
will, over time, further enhance the landscape 
of the area and ensure that the forest provides a 
sustainable, balanced and dynamic forest eco-
system capable of supporting sustained timber 
yields and continuing to provide long term 
employment and value to the local economy.

A whale watch charity 
founded in Mull is appeal-
ing for votes to help it win a 
National Lottery award.

Whale Track, developed 
by Isle of Mull-based char-
ity Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust, is a � nalist 
in the 2018 National Lottery 
Awards. � e project beat o�  
competition from more than 
700  organisations to reach 
the public voting stage.

Whale Track is a � rst-
of-its-kind smartphone 
app that allows anyone to 
submit marine mammal 
sightings o�  the west coast 
of Scotland, and is compet-
ing in the Best Environment 
project category.

� e app actively involves 
people in tracking the 
movements of coastal spe-
cies such as bottlenose dol-
phins and unravelling the 
mysteries of more elusive 
species such as killer whales, 
helping everyone become 
‘citizen scientists’.

Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust science 
manager, Dr Lauren 
Hartny-Mills, says winning 
a prestigious National 
Lottery Award and having 
their work showcased on 
national television would be 
an honour.

� e app is free to down-
load and uses GPS to accu-
rately track excursions at 

sea and record locations of 
sightings. Crucially, the app 
works without phone signal 
or wi� , meaning sightings 
can be recorded in the most 
remote areas. Whale Track 
now has more than 500 
users with 15,000 animals 
recorded so far, including 
common dolphin super 
pods recorded from aircra� .

Dr Hartny-Mills con-
tinued: ‘National Lottery 
funding was crucial to the 
development of Whale 
Track, so we are absolutely 
over the moon to be in 
the � nals of the National 
Lottery Awards.  

‘Every sighting recorded 
helps us to better under-
stand the movements of the 
marine mammals in our 
waters, their behaviours, 
and measures we can take 
to protect them. If you share 
our love of these amazing 
animals, please vote for 
Whale Track to win Best 
Environment Project 2018!’

To vote go to lotterygood-
causes.org.uk/ awards.  

You can also follow the 
campaign onthe  Twitter: 
hashtag #NLAwards. Voting 
runs until 
midnight 
on July 27.
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Kilted competitors are saving 
up their strength for Taynuilt 
Highland Games this 
weekend.

With trophies to be won 
and hundreds of pounds of 
prize money up grabs, entries 
for events are expected to be 
heavyweight on Saturday 
July 21.  Prizes include £200 
for the � rst person to toss the 
Taynuilt caber.

As well as the caber, other 
heavy events include the shot 
put, hammer, weight over the 
bar and weight for distance. 
� ere are sections for youths, 
ladies and men, and there 
are track events and novelty 
contests too.

At 1pm, a parade led by the 
games committee, followed 
by Oban Pipe Band and rep-
resentatives from the visiting 

MacIntyre clan will leave the 
former hotel on the main road 
and pass through the village 
to the events ring.

Other attractions on the day 
include a hill race, dancing 
and piping sections.

‘Highland dancing has 
become very popular. People 
are coming from all over. We 
have one group on tour from 
Canada. It seems to have be-
come quite a highly regarded 
competition,’ said one of the 
games’ organisers, Alan Ross.

Pipers will be able to enter 
di� erent sections from reels 
to chanter, he added.

Lots of stalls will also be set 

up on the day, including char-
ities hoping to boost funds.

Parking is free, although 
organisers are hoping people 
will use public transport as 
much as possible.

‘We’re praying for good 
weather although the forecast 
is looking on our side so far,’ 
added Mr Ross.

� is will be 149th Taynuilt 
Games, and the day starts 
with dancers and pipers at 
10.30am.

‘� e MacIntyres will have 
their own tent at the games 
and we’re hoping they will 
take part in some of the 
events. We hear they are 
putting forward a tug-o-war 
team,’ said Mr Ross.

More than 250 MacIntyres 
will be visiting  the Oban area 
during the games for their 
2018 world gathering.

Tickets to the games can be 
bought at the gate.

A show of 
strength 
for Taynuilt

‘It seems to have 
become quite a 
highly regarded 
competition’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Competitors are coming from 
Canada for village’s149th games

Circus Montini was in Oban last weekend, entertaining hundreds of people with 
its clowns, � re juggling and a man riding a tiny bicycle. Acts included acrobatics, 
comedy, juggling, illusion and aerial performers. A spokesperson said: ‘In a world 
full of computer games and the internet, nothing can beat bringing the whole family 
together to witness the magic of a live performance.’

Circus Montini entertains Oban

Premier Inn still on track to open in spring
Work is on track to open 
Oban’s new Premier Inn next 
spring, creating 25 jobs.

Bosses at the hotel chain, 
which will have 81 rooms,  say 
construction work, as with all 
major builds, depends on the 
weather but is so far so good.

Recruitment is still in the 
early stages and to help � nd 
the best people for the new 
roles, the hotel will be working 
with Job Centre Plus (JCP) as 
well as through local links and 

other networks to make sure 
it advertises the opportunities 
locally.

Jobs at Premier Inn, which 
is part of Whitbread, are year-
round posts, as it does not o� er 
seasonal contracts.

Team members are also 
cross trained so that they 
can work � exibly in di� erent 
departments.

Richard Aldread, head of 
new construction (UK and 
Ireland)  at Premier Inn, 

said: ‘We’re making exciting 
progress with construction 
for our Oban Premier Inn and 
we’re on schedule for opening 
next spring. As we get deeper 
into the build, we’ll start 
recruitment.

‘We’ve very much looking 
forward to bringing 25 year-
round jobs and 81 new Premier 
Inn bedrooms to Oban to meet 
strong demand and enable us 
to contribute to the local and 
regional economy.’



Craobh Marina manager 
Alastair Spence said: ‘We are 
all very much looking forward 
to accommodating the fleet 
for the opening two nights of 
WHYW. 

‘Holt Leisure Parks and the 
Craobh Marina team welcome 
both regular competitors as 
well as those new to the event 
to the marina and the wide 
range of facilities on offer. 
As always, we would like to 

remind all competitors that 
if they require any kind of 
assistance or have any special 
requirements to let us know 
and we will endeavour to fulfil 
these. We wish everyone all the 
very best for the week with fair 
winds and good sailing.’ 

Facilities for yachts before and 
after the regatta are also availa-
ble at nearby Kilmelford Yacht 
Haven, Crinan and Ardfern 
Yacht Centre.

Craobh set to 
welcome fleet

West Highland 
Yachting Week
Craobh, Oban and 
Tobermory July 27 
to August 3, 2018

All set for West Highland 
Yachting Week!



We’re on your 
wavelength!

DDZ MARINE 
Agents and stockists for 
Beneteau Power Yachts 

Mechanical and electrical 
engineer positions available

Sales and Services

Contact DDZ Marine 
Largs Yacht Haven,
Irvine Rd, Largs KA30 8EZ 
T: 01475 686072,
F: 01475 672887 
E: sales@ddzmarine.co.uk 
www.ddzmarine.co.uk

E S TA B L I S H E D  1 9 8 5

Authorised Castrol Marine Distributor

Calor Gas, Filters & Detergents
Marine Fuels & Lubricants

Waterproof Clothing, Boots, Gloves

RAILWAY PIER, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 4LW
TELEPHONE: 01631 562849

WEST Highland Yachting Week 
(WHYW) celebrates its 71st 
birthday this year and the regatta, 
which runs from July 27 to August 
3, remains as popular as ever with 
a healthy entry list, writes Alison 
Chadwick.

Event flexibility has always been 
at the heart of the WHYW success 
story, as is the format of a ‘moving 
regatta’ with passage races linking 
all three ports of call – Craobh, 

Oban and Tobermory. WHYW 
gives the opportunity for all the 
family to take part, racing either in 
the highly competitive spinnaker 
classes – The Tunnock’s Fleet – or 
the non-spinnaker classes – The 
Argyll Fleet.

With the choice of racing the full 
points series or just a day or two, 
the event appeals across the board 
– to those who just enjoy passage 
sailing or want to try racing for the 

first time or for the stalwarts that 
return year in, year out to compete. 

Tunnock’s remains the major 
sponsor of WHYW with support 
from Argyll and Bute Council, 
Tobermory Harbour Association, 
Scottish Sea Farms, Owen Sails, 
Dunstaffnage Marina and West 
Coast Motors. 

Feeder races are this year from 
Largs to Ardrishaig, Gigha to 
Craobh and Oban to Craobh 

Marina. Scottish Canals is offering a 
WHYW discount for outward and 
return passages through the Crinan 
Canal and Caledonian Canal for all 
entries. All yachts muster at Craobh 
Marina for the start of the regatta. 
The feeder race from the Clyde, 
re-instated last year for the 70th 
birthday event celebration, 
looks a popular choice. 

Yachts then make 
passage through 

the Crinan Canal to Craobh. Those 
coming from Ireland and other 
southern areas can take advantage 
of the Gigha race to Craobh with 
the northern placed yachts racing 
from Oban to Craobh.

Peter Bloch from Ireland with 
his Sun Odyssey 33i Skye was 

the first entry to the event this 
year and the early bird entry 

scheme boosted entries 
to over 50 in early June. 

WEST HIGHLAND  YACHTING WEEK34
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Additional sponsorship is provided by Argyll and Bute Council, from which 
The Argyll Fleet takes its title, and Tobermory Harbour Association. More 
recently, support has been added from Scottish Sea Farms, Owen Sails and 
Dunstaffnage Marina. In addition, supporters of the sailing instructions in-
clude Oban Marina, Craobh Marina, the Lord of the Isles, Gaelforce, Ardfern 
Yacht Centre, the Iona Shop, Seafare, Cuan Mhor, the Waterfont Fishouse 
restaurant, the Mishnish, Ardoran Marine, Mark Cameron Yachts and the 
Gigha Hotel restaurant.

First for all news and results for 
West Highland Yachting Week 2018
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Something for everyone
Marine Grades Fasteners 
and Fixings, Welding 
and Abrasive Supplies, 
Nails, Screws, Fixings, 
Boating/Marine Supplies, 
Power Tools, Hand Tools, 
Adhesive Tapes, Chemicals 
and thousands more….

Fynepax is your one stop shop for just about 
anything anyone could need.

We deliver as close to us as Dumbarton, Clydebank, 
Drymen, Greenock, Helensburgh and as far as 
Dunoon, Oban, Inveraray to name a few.

T: 01389 733307   F: 01389 768933  
www.fynepax.co.uk

Adhesive Tapes, Chemicals 

Wishing all competi tors
the best of luck 
during WHYW

Follow us on Facebook and Twitt er
Tel. 01631 720485

www.owensails.com

Future of Our Seas: 
Marine Science Meets Art
July 30 - 31. Oban North Pier.
Daytime activities for all ages

THE NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSE BOARD - OBAN

Gallanach Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4LS
TEL: 01631 562146     FAX: 01631 565871

Email: enquiries@nlb.org.uk

The NLB is the Lighthouse Authority responsible for Scotland 
and the Isle of Man providing Aids to Navigation around the 
coast and overseeing Aids to Navigation provided by Ports 
and Harbours for the bene� t of safety for all mariners. It has 
operated its base at Oban on the west Coast of Scotland 
since 1904. The base has excellent facilities for ship, buoy and 
engineering project support and mobilisation.

www.nlb.org.uk



YOU ALWAYS WIN WHENYOU ALWAYS WIN WHEN

www.tunnock.co.uk

YOU TAKE US WITH YOU

Major sponsorship from 
Tunnock’s, the famous 
Scottish biscuit manufactur-
er, helps keep West Highland 
Yachting Week afloat. 
The spinnaker classes are 

known as The Tunnock’s 
Fleet.
Boyd Tunnock CBE, grand-

son of the founder Thomas 

Tunnock, has been a regular 
and successful WHYW 
competitor in his Moody 38 
Lemerac.  He said: ‘The West 
Highland Yachting Week is 
so well liked by competitors 
and my own crew enjoy the 
social side as well.
 ‘As a sponsor, I feel we get 

recognition for our brand, 

which is the reason I adver-
tise. I look forward to a good 
competition this year.’
He added that each boat 

would receive a top-up 
Tunnock’s Survival Pack of 
the firm’s  products – some-
thing that each competitor 
should not consider racing 
without! 

Tunnock’s heads up WHYW 71

37

From the après sail social 
programme that extends its 
appeal to all ages across the 
week, a variety of activities 
are on offer from ceilidhs to 
barbecues, music in a range 
of venues, family swimming 
in Oban’s Atlantis Leisure 
Centre and general boat to 
boat socialising. It makes 
WHYW as alive off the water 
as it is during the day’s racing 
activities. 

And this year it’s a ‘hark 
back’ to old times at Oban 
Marina with drinks and music 
in the island marquee by the 
Waypoint Grill on Monday 
night when the fleet musters 
in Oban. This will follow the 
OSC barbecue and there will 
be a shuttle service from the 
sailing club to the marina. 
The event’s finale will be at 
Dunstaffnage Marina with a 
prize-giving, barbecue and 
music hosted by the marina 
team.

Joint regatta chairman 

Beppo Buchanan-Smith said: 
‘Having taken part in WHYW 
over the past 35 years, I have 
enjoyed the unique experi-
ence and atmosphere which 
surrounds this wonderful 
event and combines fantastic 
scenery and locations with 
competitive and entertaining 
racing and a blend of experi-
enced competitors and new 
entrants to the regatta market. 

‘We look forward to wel-
coming familiar faces as well 
as those who are new to the 
event to celebrate WHYW. 
We already have participants 
from all over the UK and 
beyond taking part in this 
amazing event. Not only is 
WHYW a unique regatta 
to be part of but it brings a 
significant revenue boost to all 
the local communities of the 
area and offers a wonderful 
chance to showcase all that 
is great about the west coast 
of Scotland both on land and 
sea.’

Something for everyoneSomething for everyone
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Beppo Buchanan-Smith 
chairs the current Joint 
Regatta Committee (JRC) 
and the JRC this year sees 
the return of former principal 
race officer (PRO) Donald 
Marshall as vice-chairman. 
Douglas Newton is the event 
secretary. They oversee a 
strong JRC committee from 
participating clubs and 
input a huge amount of work 
throughout the year to make 
WHYW the regatta it is.

WHYW is renowned 
also for its excellent race 
organisation. The race team 

is headed up by a new face 
this year – John Readman, 
who takes over as PRO from 
Malcolm MacGregor. 

After a dozen years’ involve-
ment with the event, Malcolm 
has taken a well deserved 
retirement from being PRO. 

However, he remains 
involved in the hand over to 
the new race team and will 
be helping with the white 
sail class alongside new RO 
Paul Deponio. His commit-
ment and enthusiasm have 
already been recognised by 
the team with the award of 

the prestigious Endeavour 
Trophy. Colin Crawford, 
David Wilkie, Catherine 
Peat and James Hardie are 
the remaining members of 
the JRC. Margaret Tait will 
this year head up the protest 
committee.

And the event would not 
be the same without the 
familiar face of Julia Heap 
who has more than 40 
years’ involvement with 
WHYW.  Julia now oversees 
the organisation of the race 
team and is a familiar face to 
regular competitors

RON and Graeme Cowan, 
the well-known yachting 
photographers of Yachting 
Images, will once again be 
at West Highland Yachting 
Week for the event. 

Selections of their photo-
graphs from last year are on 
www.yachtingimages.co.uk 
as well as www.whyw.co.uk 

Ron and Graeme have cov-
ered the event since 2009 and 
also produce a series of short 
videos of each day’s racing.

If you have a particular 
query about your boat’s 
photographs, contact Ron 
or Graeme either via the 
website or Ronald M 
Cowan ABIP, Incorporated 

Photographer, 85 
Eastwoodmains Road, 
Clarkston Glasgow, G76 
7HG For further details, 
please contact ron@yacht-
ingimages.co.uk 

Full information on WHYW 
71 on www.whyw.co.uk 
and www.facebook.com/
WestHighlandYachtingWeek

Photographs at WHYW 71

Behind the scenes – the Joint 
Regatta Committee and race team

•  Moorings 
•  Marine Civils 
•  Surveys 
•  ROV services
7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T:  01631 565652 
M: 07836 366419
Em: charlotte@northwestmarine.co.uk

Check out our new website: 
www.northwestmarine.co.uk



Think you know us?

Think again! #thinkArgyll
Apply now for September

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk

CLEARING DAY 
8th August 10am-3pm 

No appointment necessary

With a staggering 80 per cent of 
Argyll’s population living within 1km 
of its 3,700km coastline, and the re-
cent spell of glorious weather, more 
and more people are queuing up to 
learn how to get afloat safely.

Argyll College UHI is an approved 
RYA training centre, and offers a 
full-time course in Maritime Skills 
starting in September.

The Maritime Skills course com-
bines SQA and RYA units and gives 
students a very comprehensive intro-
duction to maritime industries, plus 
additional internationally recognised 
certificates. With no formal entry re-
quirements, it is an ideal way to get a 
range of basic skills to make sure you 
can enjoy Argyll’s coastline in safety. 
The course is available in Oban, 
Lochgilphead and Helensburgh.

SAMS UHI student Daniel Haan, 
undertook the course last year and 
said: ‘It was a very hands-on course. 
Very early on we were allowed to 
drive a RIB, which was awesome!  
After that it got a little more serious 
with health and safety, first aid, and 
sea survival. All of the instructors 
are people who come from the 
maritime industries so can tell you 
how all of this applies in real life. 
It’s opened doors for me and I’d 
definitely recommend it.’

Argyll College maritime tutor 

Derek Grier was named RYA in-
structor of the year at their Scottish 
Annual Awards earlier this year. 
As well as teaching Argyll College 
UHI’s Maritime Skills course, Derek 
also trains around 20-25 candidates 
a year to Powerboat Level II stand-
ard at Oban Sailing Club. While 
extremely knowledgeable, Derek 
was initially anxious about teaching. 
He put in extra time to develop 
his teaching techniques and in the 
course of two years he has become 
an outstanding instructor.

Don Mitchell, head of curriculum 
at Argyll College UHI, said: ‘Derek’s 
enthusiasm and dedication to making 
the RYA student experience as en-
gaging as possible is evident in all he 
does. He brings a wealth of maritime 
knowledge to his training classes and 
his anecdotes and experiences help 
students grasp the reality of maritime 
situations.’

In addition to full-time courses, 
Argyll College UHI will this year 
introduce STCW tickets in first 
aid, personal survival techniques 
and personal safety and social 
responsibility. 

If you’ve been inspired to get on 
the water, why not apply now for 
Maritime Skills at www.argyllcollege.
ac.uk , or call 0345 230 9969 to find 
out more.

Get on the water with Argyll College
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Early entries show regular 
faces are back with 2017 
class winners Alan Jeffrey 
and Paul Scutt’s Carmen II 
and Angus Wright’s Aunt 
Jessie in Class 0. Gordon 
Lawson’s J122 Moonstruck 
Too is another regular as is 
Nick Marshall’s Satisfaction 
and Ally Paton’s Jammin. 
Rod Stuart’s fast Corby 

37 is fresh from a Round 
Mull overall win so will be 
a strong contender, as will 
Chic Medley in his J92s Jota. 
Another Round Mull entrant, 
the Archambault A40RC 
of Ross Fullarton and John 
Minnis with his First 31.7 
Final Call opt for IRC Class 0, 
as does Michael Flynn with 
the Sigma 400 Thalia.  

In class 1, local Oban sailor 
James Hardie returns with his 
Grand Soleil Taz and John 
Stanley-Whyte brings his J109 
Blue Jay to the series.  John 
Dixon is a newcomer with 
Monkey Business. 

White sail class 2 sees the 
Chalmers family return in 
Sunrise to defend their class 
win last year. Regular also 

is Angus Cartwright with 
Golden Fox lining up against 
Ian Donald’s Tioram. Big 
Blue with Chris Shelly and 
Chris Morrison’s Synergie 
add to the mix in this class. 
Damon Lindsay with Ionara 
is also a regular competitor, 
as is Alastair Torbet with Spirit 
of May, who finished third 
in class last year. McGarry 

and Perratt race Grand Cru, 
their First 40.7 in Class 2 as 
well. John Fraser will also be 
opting for this white sail class 
with Wookie 2, as will an-
other regular, Mark Curran 
with Prevail, and Linsday 
Doig with Firestarter. 

Class 3 sees Gordon 
Hamilton’s big Oceanis 
Naparima and Jim Dick’s 

Elan GT Reflection on the 
start line with the equally 
familiar line-up of Alan 
Moore’s Delinquent and 
Ian MacLachlan’s Dehler 36 
Polaris.

Anne Campbell races her 
X34 in Class 4.  

Class 5 again looks to be 
one of the most competitive 
in the fleet. John Rose is 

Early bird entries

The Oban Times 
would like to wish 

West Highland Yachting 
Week 2018 every success
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back with Insatiable along-
side last year’s class and 
overall series winner Michael 
Petticrew with the beautiful 
Nic 43 Magdaleyne. There 
will be close racing between 
Magdaleyne and Oban sailor 
Steven Forteith’s Shadowfax, 
runner-up to the Irish contin-
gent last year. Fellow Oban 
sailor Graham Anderson 
and team will also contend 
Class 5 with Lucky Ned 
Pepper. Marc Ritson’s Sigma 
36 Saracen is in this class, 
as is Paul Green with his 
Dehler 32 Dealanach. Boyd 
Tunnock’s Lemerac, Gavin 
Marshall’s Elan 31 Celerity 
and Wallace Cuthbertson’s 
Elan 333 Delta Blue are also 
contenders. 

Team these highly com-
petitive boats alongside 
the Sigma 33s of Sea-Pie of 
Cultra, Leaky Roof II and 
Amber Haze and this will be 
an exciting class to watch. 

Argyll Fleet Class 6 sees 
Peter Bloch’s Skye and the 
Sigma 33s Meka II and James 
Miller’s Mayrise who was last 
year’s class winner. Stuart 
MacDonald’s Dehler 34 
Fraoch and Ian Nicolson’s St 
Bridget are also competitive 
boats and will have to line up 
against Brian Young’s mighty 

Mylne ketch Glenafton a for-
mer class and overall series 
winner. Neil Manderson’s 
First 35s5 Spirit and Sarah 
Birrell’s Lez Beez Neez 
(Deux) complete the early 
entry to this class. 

Tunnock’s Fleet Class 7 
has the strong Moody 336 
contingent with the familiar 
names of Cool Bandit 2, 
Piecemaker, Stargazer 
and Katerina all entered. 
David Smith’s big Moody 
419 Shindig, Tony Wright’s 
Mustang 30, Respectable 
and the Laser 28 Farr Out 
widen the field, as will the 
new Hunter 707 entries. 

It will be a first for Murray 
MacDonald when he brings 
his 707 Autism on the 
Water to the event to raise 
awareness of autism and the 
benefits sailing can bring to 
those on the autistic spec-
trum. He has competition 
with Andrew Mckeown’s 
Partial Pressure and Mike 
Fleming’s Rammie. Add in 
Colin Crawford’s Nimrod, 
Brian Wiseman’s Sorr of 
Appin and Alan Dunnet’s 
Valhalla of Ashton and this 
class is wide open.

Class 8 has class winners 
Popcorn and the Fyfe family 
back to defend their trophy 

with Alastair Pugh’s Marisca 
also a regular competitor 
and Andrew Wallace with 
the beautiful Nicolson 
35 Jane Waterman. New 
this year is the beautiful 
Scottish Island Class Gigha 
with Scott Raeburn. Add in 
Lady Ex with Ben Shelley 
and the usual suspects 
of Scintilla of the Sea and 
Hot Toddy and it will be as 
highly competitive a class 
as ever.

Class 9 has Murray 
Caldwell with his Trapper 
Oystercatcher looking a 
favourite although former 
class winner Judy Orr from 
Campbeltown with Eureka 
will give the class a run for 
their money. Robin Wills 
brings his lovely Malo 
38 Cantata II to race as 
does Jamie Grant with the 
kenspeckle Kelana and 
David Lyon with Voila, his 
First 29. Fiona Leask races 
her Contessa 32 Layla and 
Calum and Jilly McPhee their 
Moody S31 White Lady. All 
will have to be speedy off 
the mark to contend with 
Alastair Gay’s Orwell Lass, 
fresh from class victory at the 
Scottish Series. 

Classes are provisional at 
July 11.
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New principal race officer 
(PRO) Johnnie Readman has 
a long and successful history 
competing at West Highland 
Yachting Week. 

He first took part in 1971 
and has competed every 
year either independently, 

or with his wife Mandy for 
more than 35 years. Both 
are well-known faces on the 
racing scene.

Johnnie said: ‘Mandy, in 
fact, raced WHYW a few 
years before I started. 

‘We have had lots of fun 

as a family and as friends’ 
crew and won a few races 
along the way – including 
the family trophy and the 
prestigious overall Peter Cox 
Memorial Trophy. 

‘It was the highlight of our 
year!’

He added: ‘When one 
year we decided not to put 
the boat in the water and do 
other things in the summer, 
our children rejoiced, but 
they insisted we still had to 
do WHYW! 

‘I think that shows how 

Johnnie is new to the team 
but well-kent face at WHYW

fantastic an event it is and 
continues to be for so many 
people.’

Johnnie began to get involved 
in race management about 20 
years ago and is one of four 
RYA national race officers in 
Scotland. As well as a range 
of other racing events, he has 
been PRO of Scottish Series 
since 2010. Earlier this year 
he was the course RO for the 
Laser classes at the RYA Youths 
at Largs which had a similar 
entry to WHYW, but as he 
points out, was a ‘completely 
different’ event.

Johnnie is currently commo-
dore of Clyde Cruising Club 
and a member of Western 
Isles Yacht Club and Royal 
Highland Yacht Club.

He is looking forward to his 
new role at WHYW.

He said: ‘I think that 
WHYW offers a great 
opportunity to go racing 
in a helpful environment. 
It is not designed to be a 
top-end championship, 
like Clyde Cruising Club’s 
Scottish Series, but a fun 
event, with great racing, in 
fantastic surroundings, and 
a busy social programme.’
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2018 marks both Year of Young 
People and the 71st year of 
West Highland Yachting Week. 
To mark this occasion, WHYW 
will be running a competition 
to find the best young writer or 
budding journalist in the fleet 
and, at the end of the week, 
the overall most informative 
and enjoyable entry will be 
awarded a prize.

Unlike many other events, 
West Highland Yachting Week 
encourages competitors to 
enter for individual races if 
they do not want to take part in 
the whole series. Some choose 
to enter only for the passage 
races or just one race – or even 
a feeder race before going 
off on a cruise. In addition to 
spinnaker classes, restricted 
sail classes are offered which 
attract skippers with limited 

experience, crew or equip-
ment. While these classes also 
suit the yachts with small chil-
dren aboard, some of the most 
competitive crew members are 
the children themselves.

The regatta moves from 
place to place during the 
week, a time which will see 
yachts passing many miles of 
different coastline. They will 
see great numbers of islands, 
mountains, lochs, castles and 
wildlife, all providing a spec-
tacular backdrop to the close 
and varied racing. Many of our 
competitors are infrequent rac-
ers, often first-timers and the 
committee is always delighted 
to encourage those dipping a 
toe into racing waters for the 
first time.

How to enter: each day we 
ask any young crew member 

aboard competing yachts 
to file race reports, by 6pm 
each evening, in Word format 
of no more than 500 words 
describing the action and 
conditions enjoyed by the 
boats in their class. 

Each evening we will post 
the best entry and at the end 
of the week the overall most 
informative and enjoyable en-
try will be awarded the West 
Highland Yachting Week 
Young Journalist Award and 
their entry will be published.

Simply send the completed 
article with your name, age 
and boat name to: office@
whyw.co.uk by 6pm on the 
evening of the race. You can 
add images if you wish or we 
can assign one from our daily 
selection captured by Yachting 
Images on the water.

West Highland Yachting 
Week’s search for the 
best young journalist
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Friday 27th July
Isle of Gigha Boathouse 
Restaurant – Dinner service starts 
1800 hrs. Tel 01583 505123 www.
boathouseongigha.com
www.facebook.com/
boathousegigha
Lord of the Isles Pub & Restaurant 
For more information see www.
lordoftheisles.co.uk and www.
facebook.com/LordoftheIsles/

Friday 27th July
Craobh Marina & Lord of the Isles 
Pub & Restaurant – 
Grand opening party Friday 
27th – Music from Bob Stewart 
for early arrivals.  WHYW 
dinners – booking essential. For 
more information see www.
lordoftheisles.co.uk or on www.
facebook.com/LordoftheIsles Tel.  
01852 500 658.

Saturday 28th July
The Lord of the Isles (LOTI) kicks 
off the opening party as the fleet 
muster in the marina. Music from 
Wootown Hillbillies. A range of 
food will be offer from outside 
catering (hog roast) to special 

WHYW dinners (booking essen-
tial). Music and games add spice 
to a famous ‘get together’ party 
with the famed LOTI camaraderie. 
Breakfast rolls available. www.
lordoftheisles.co.uk or on www.
facebook.com/LordoftheIsles Tel.  
01852 500 658.

Sunday 29th July
Craobh Marina & Lord of the 
Isles Pub & Restaurant – The 
party continues with music from 
The Mad Ferrets. Breakfast rolls 
available. www.lordoftheisles.
co.uk or on www.facebook.com/
LordoftheIsles Tel.  01852 500 
658.

Monday 30th July
North Pier – Incredible Oceans 
Exhibition and Ocean Dome – 
www.incredibleoceans.org
Oban Sailing Club – Early evening 
barbecue party: burger and bar 
at Oban Sailing Club 1830hrs to 
2030hrs
The Wide Mouthed Frog, 
Dunstaffnage Marina – Restaurant: 
special menu www.widemouthed-
frogofficialsite.co.uk www.

facebook.com/widemouthed 
frogoban

Oban Marina – The Waypoint Bar 
and Grill  1800hrs to 2300hrs. 
Grand Kerrera Party with live 
music in marquee on The 
Waypoint terrace.
Shuttle ferry from Oban Sailing 
Club to Kerrera. www.obanmari-
na.com/restaurant@obanmarina 
01631 565888
Cuan Mor – MeatFree Monday 
www.cuanmor.co.uk Tel 01631 
563110 wwwfacebook.com/
CuanMor
Waterfront Fishouse.co.uk Tel 
01631 563119 www.facebook.
com/waterfronoban

Tuesday 31st July
North Pier – Incredible Oceans 
Exhibition and Ocean Dome – 
www.incredibleoceans.org
The Wide Mouthed Frog, 
Dunstaffnage Marina.  Bar open 
till midnight. Special menu. Bacon 
rolls and coffee for Wednesday 
a.m. pre-order at bar or 01631 
567005
Oban Marina – The Waypoint Bar 

and Grill open till 2100hours for 
food then bar till 2300hrs. Bacon 
rolls and coffee for Wednesday 
a.m. pre-order at bar.www.
obanmarina.com/restaurant@
obanmarina 01631 565888

Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
prize-giving and dance – doors 
open 2000hrs prize-giving 21.00 
Dancing from 21.30 to midnight 
with Stillwater Band – Rock’nRoll 
theme – dress accordingly.
Atlantis Leisure – free family 
swimming 18.00hrs to 20.00hrs 
Other facilities available at 
Atlantis Leisure Centre at cost 
www.atlantisleisure.co.uk www.
facebook.com/atlantisleisure 

Wednesday 1st August
Bacon rolls from The Wide 
Mouthed Frog and Oban Marina

Tobermory
Full list of other entertainment 
and facilities: www.mull.co/
tobermory-restaurants-shops
Macgochans – www.mago-
chans-tobermory.co.uk Food noon 
to 2200hrs Tel 07733 794 535

The Mishnish – www.themishnish.
co.uk    Food noon to 2200hrs Tel 
01688 302 500.

Thursday 2nd August
Live music/entertainment/food in 
Tobermory at various venues 
Pubs: Events posted on facebook 
Macgochans – www.mago-
chans-tobermory.co.uk  www.
facebook.com/Macgochans-
Tobermory food noon to 2200hrs
The Mishnish – www.themishnish.
co.uk   www.facebook.com/
themishnishhotel Food noon to 
2200hrs

Friday 3rd August
Dunstaffnage Marina – final 
prize-giving for week at 2000hrs. 
Grand barbecue provided by 
Dunstaffnage Marina starts 
18.30hrs. £10 per head for ticket. 
Kids under 12 eat free. Tickets 
include supper and a drink. 
Music in shed from Dun Mor 
Ceilidh Band 1900hrs to 2000hrs 
and 2100hrs to 2200 hrs.  The 
Wide Mouthed Frog Restaurant, 
Dunstaffnage – special menu.  
Food and bar open till midnight

Sailing Programme
Sunday 29th July – Craobh Racing
The Craobh Race marks the start of the Points Series for the week and all 
yachts race off Craobh in Loch Melfort. The Tunnock’s Fleet enjoys two 
Round the Buoys races to the south while The Argyll Fleet will circumnavi-
gate the island of Shuna. 

Monday 30th July – Craobh to Oban Passage Race 
sponsored by Owen Sails
This passage race must rate as one of the most scenic in the world over the 20 
mile course taking in a mix of island and mainland scenery including the tidal races 
between Fladda and Luing. The finish is to the North of Kerrera.

Tuesday 31st July – Firth of Lorne Races 
Fleets race off Oban with two courses for the Tunnock’s Fleet and an inshore race for 
the white sail Argyll Fleet.

Wednesday 1st August – Oban to Tobermory Race 
The Oban to Tobermory passage race is probably the most popular race of the week 
Tobermory is an iconic destination for sailors offering renowned hospitality for WHYW 
competitors. Stunning scenery complements the racing against the backdrop of the 
island of Mull and the Morvern peninsula. 

Thursday 2nd August – Sound of Mull Races
The Tunnock’s Fleet race two Olympic style courses in an area bounded by Rubha nan 
Gall and Mingary Bay while The Argyll Fleet race out to Kilchoan, Ardmore, Quinish 
Point and Ardnacross Bay before sailing south to the Green Isle and back to Tobermory 
Bay.

Friday 3rd August – Tobermory to Oban Race 
sponsored by Thomas Tunnock Ltd
The final day’s racing marks the end of the regatta with the fleet heading to Oban down 
the Sound of Mull. This race is the final one to decide the Points Series for the week. 
The final prize-giving is this year being held at Dunstaffnage Marina.

WHYW 71 - Social Programme

Round the Buoys races to the south while The Argyll Fleet will circumnavi-

 Craobh to Oban Passage Race 

This passage race must rate as one of the most scenic in the world over the 20 
mile course taking in a mix of island and mainland scenery including the tidal races 
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Oban Marina – The 
Waypoint Bar and Restaurant 
www.widemouthedfrogof-
ficialsite.co.uk Tel. 01631 
567005. www.facebook.
com/widemouthedfrogoban

Water taxi in Tobermory 
– a RIB water taxi service 
operated by a licensed 
commercial operator will 
be available until about 
midnight, weather depend-
ent.  Contact 07900 607451 
or Tobermory Water Taxi on 
VHF Ch 08.  £5 per person 
for round trip.
Ferry to Kerrera – Times will 
be arranged with the marina 
to provide ferries to fit in 
with the events in Oban.
Bus from North Pier, Oban 
to Dunstaffnage on race 
days.



AWARD 
WINNING

The most popular and established 
chippy in Oban

Three generations of frying excellence
Open 12 mid day - Late

Seating Available

Visit the best chippy in Oban
01631 563736

86 George St, Oban

WEST HIGHLAND  YACHTING WEEK46

SATURDAY
Craobh Marina—with the 
mass of yachts mustered 
for WHYW’s grand opening 
party.

SUNDAY
Watch the fleet head out 
from Craobh Marina from 
0900 from the end of the 
causeway to the start off 
Craobh and racing in Loch 
Melfort. 

MONDAY
See the fleet starting off 
from Craobh from 10.30 on-
wards and sailing down Loch 
Melfort. Cullipool, Easdale 
Island and Ellenabeich offer 
good vantage points to see 
the racing where the fleet 
comes together.

When in Oban, the fleet 
berths at Oban Marina, 
Kerrera, Oban’s North 
Pier pontoons, Oban Bay 

community Berthing off 
Oban Sailing Club, Oban 
Esplanade or Dunstaffnage. 

TUESDAY
Fleet starts off at the north 
entrance to Oban Bay and 
Dunstaffnage for racing off 
Oban for the Tunnock’s fleet 
and racing to the south of 
the firth for the Argyll fleet. 
The fleet head out from 
Oban and Dunstaffnage 
Marina from 0900. See the 

racing from Ganavan  for 
Tunnock’s fleet or Kerrera 
for the Argyll fleet.  

WEDNESDAY
Views from Oban 
Esplanade, Dunollie Point, 
from 0700 to see the 
yachts head to Tobermory. 
Also Dunstaffnage Marina 
and Dunstaffnage Castle 
headland for the yachts de-
parting for start of the race. 
Passengers on the CalMac 

ferry to Craignure gain a 
bird’s eye view through 
the Firth of Lorn and the 
entrance to the Sound by 
Lismore Light. The fleet 
musters in Tobermory Bay.

THURSDAY
Boats leave Tobermory from 
0930 – Head to Rubha nan 
Gall Lighthouse or Ardmore 
Point to see the fleets racing 
at the north entrance to the 
Sound of Mull. 

FRIDAY
Watch from Tobermory Bay 
at 9.30 as the boats head 
down the Sound of Mull to 
Oban. Viewing from the east 
coast of Mull – the road from 
Tobermory to Craignure 
and the CalMac ferry from 
Craignure back to Oban.

Results of each day’s racing 
are posted on the website 
www.whyw.co.uk

Where to see the fleet
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Lunch menu available from 12-3pm 
Traditional Scottish food at reasonable prices

Tel: 01631 562596

A touch of fine hospitality overlooking the harbour.
Bar lunches available 12-2.15pm

Five-course a la carte dinner. 6.45-8.30pm
Gallanach Road, Oban. Tel: 01631 562987

Award winning fish and chip shop and restaurant
Visit the most established and best chippy in town that 

uses FRESH fish
Sit in or take away

86 George Street Oban
Tel: 01631 563736

The iconic Mishnish Bar, a must for sailors with our 
traditional bar food 

Great food, extensive range of beers and spirits and live 
music from The Mad Ferrets........Where else would you 

go?
7 Main St, Tobermory, Isle of Mull PA75 6NU, Tel: 01688 

302500

First and only buffet restaurant in Oban – Eat as much as 
you like for one fixed price. 

Open 4pm - 10pm, seven days a week. Takeaway and 
dessert open noon onwards

Kids under 3 FREE
Tel: 01631 566885 / 563900

Relax & unwind in Bar Rio. Pastas & pizzas, traditional 
dishes & gourmet burgers, authentic Italian coffee & 

delicious desserts. Lots on offer. 
North Pier, Oban PA34 5QD, 01631 562183 

116 George Street, Oban
Local fish and shellfish. Fried fish made to order 

incl hake, sole, halibut. Good selection of  homemade 
meals. 01631 567000

We don’t do fast food, we do  quality food as fast as 
we can! Open seven days – Monday to Sunday, 4pm to 

11pm. Home delivery available from 5pm - 11pm
Delivery charges only £3 for Dunollie-Soroba.

45 Combie Street, Oban, PA34 4HS, Tel: 01631 358246

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

Bar Rio

45 Combie Street, Oban, PA34 4HS, Tel: 01631 358246

Dining Out Guide
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Visitors to Armadale Castle 
will be transported to the 
days of Bonnie Prince Charlie 
on  Saturday July 28,  when 
costumed re-enactors take up 
residence on the castle lawn.

Using an impressive 
arsenal of rapiers, broad-
swords, claymores and 
other weaponry,  members 
of the Renaissance Scots 
Living History Association 
(RenScots) will recreate 
scenes of combat from the 
Jacobite era and before.

Visitors will also have the 
chance to handle real swords, 
meet the performers, and 

have a go using realistic prac-
tice weapons.

Entitled Tartan and Targe, 
the event complements the 
extensive Jacobite collections 
on show at Armadale Castle’s 
Museum of the Isles.

� e museum owns a 
number of items reputed to 
have been used by Bonnie 
Prince Charlie, including 
shoe buckles, wine glasses 
and a walking stick. Also on 
display are a number of im-
posing weapons, including a 
large targe (Highland shield), 

Skye sees 
return of 
Jacobites

Continued on page 50

Call 0141 243 2224 or Book Online 
at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

Great days out aboard the famous Paddle Steamer Waverley!
Sailing from TARBERT Pier

SUNDAY July 29 
Leave 3pm back 4.30pm
Fare: Cruise Loch Fyne £21 SC £19 
         Children only £10.50

WEDNESDAYS until August 22 
Leave 2.45pm back 4.20pm
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email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

axes, basket-hilted swords 
and dirks (daggers).

Firearms in the collection 
include the valuable Gunna 
Brec (speckled gun) which 
dates from 1690.

Museum manager Sue Geale 
said: ‘I was very impressed by 
RenScots’ performance at last 
year’s Arisaig Games and was 
delighted when they accepted 
our invitation to visit us at 
Armadale.

‘Live performance is not 
only hugely entertaining but 
also a great way to bring to 
life the stories we tell in the 
museum and the artefacts we 
hold in our collection. 

‘We are all looking forward 
to getting up close to history 
with a thrilling show.’

Jim Craig from RenScots 
said: ‘We’re excited to be 
starting our 2018 Highland 
Challenge  tour with a visit 
to the spiritual home of Clan 
Donald.  

‘We are looking forward to 
adding our own special con-
tribution to this historically 
signi� cant site.

‘We hope visitors will come 
and enjoy the performances, 
say hello and perhaps chal-
lenge us to a � ght!’

RenScots will be in resi-
dence at Armadale Castle 
between 11.30am and 4pm, 
with live demonstrations at 
approximately 12.30pm and 
2.30pm. 

� e event is suitable for all 
the family and is free with 
castle entrance.

Ticket prices are available 
on the Armadale Castle 
website and include special 
family rates and discount for 
local residents.

Let the battle 
begin – Skye sees 
return of Jacobites
Continued from page 49

Land of Gold is an album by 
singer and guitarist Duncan 
McCrone, writes Robert 
Woods.

Duncan is probably best 
known for his time with � e 
Clydesiders, who made many 
radio and TV appearances in 
the eighties.

Land of Gold has been cre-
ated as a tribute to all the sol-
diers from Scotland, England, 
Ireland and Wales, and also 
their Commonwealth broth-
ers in arms from all corners 
of the globe, who fought and 
su� ered together in the Great 
War and, in particular, all 
those who died.

Most of the songs are writ-
ten by Duncan and bassist 
Cy Jack, but also included are 
songs written by the likes of 
folk legends Eric Bogle and 
Matt McGinn.

Duncan is backed up by a 
stellar cast of A-list tradi-
tional musicians, including 
accordionist Sandy Brechin, 

� ddle player Chris Stout 
of Fiddlers’ Bid, Catriona 
McKay on clarsach, and Rab 
Noakes, a well-known and 
respected singer.

� ough there are some big 
names playing on the album, 
there is nothing � ash about 
it. No big prima donna solos, 
no pyrotechnics. � is is a 
well-cra� ed and lovingly-
created collection of songs, 

expertly arranged and deliv-
ered with a � ne polish.

In the CD liner notes, 
Duncan tells the stories 
behind the songs, with tales 
from the world wars, and 
touching stories of his family 
and others who have made a 
strong impression on him.

One of those tales is told in 
the song Honeymoon Bridge, 
bringing a tragic tale to light 

of a place which will be well 
known by drivers who pass it 
on their way to Oban.

Preceding it on the album 
is Song of the Skylark. � e 
story of a rescue boat which 
saved 660 exhausted soldiers 
from impending massacre 
at Dunkirk. � e song has a 
stirring rendition of Banks of 
Sicily, played of the bagpipes 
by Finlay MacDonald.

In Land of Gold, Duncan 
McCrone tells stories of the 
songs and characters that 
shaped his life. � is album 
will tell you a lot about the 
man himself.

Land of Gold is available 
to buy now, priced £12, from 
Greentrax Recordings Ltd. 
Visit www.greentrax.com 

Former Clydesider’s 
tribute to the fallen

Duncan McCrone’s new 
album is a tribute to all 
the soldiers from the UK 
and Commonwealth who 
fought in the Great War.

STARTERS
SEAFOOD SOUP - Our own recipe served with 
a warm bread roll and butter
DEEP FRIED BRIE - With a Cumberland sauce 
& dressed leaves
MOULES MARINIÉRE  - Steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a warm 
bread roll

FISH
FISH & CHIPS - Fresh haddock fi llet in our own 
beer batter with tartare sauce and mushy peas
PAN FRIED HAKE FILLET - Wild caught Hake 
with herb rice, seasonal steamed vegetables 
and a saffron and star anise sauce

SHELLFISH
SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINES   - Served 
hot with garlic butter or cold with garlic 
mayonnaise. With rustic chips and a dressed 
salad
HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS - Pan seared with a choice of 
garlic butter or chorizo Served with rustic 
chips and a dressed salad

SEAFOOD STEW - Our bouillabaisse of fresh 
and local shellfi sh and fi sh served with warm 
bread rolls

MARVELLOUS MAINS
CURRY OF THE DAY - Served with wild rice, 
popadom, Our own chutney & spiced onions
PAN FRIED CHICKEN FILLET - On a bed of 
tagliatelle with a chorizo cream sauce and 
garlic bread
10 OZ SCOTTISH SIRLOIN STEAK - With 
rustic chips, salad, balsamic roasted vine 
tomatoes, onion rings & peppercorn sauce 
or garlic butter
PORK BELLY WITH CRISPY SALT & CHILLI SQUID 
- With a herb, caper and cashew nut salad, 
chilli dressing and garlic bread 

SOMETHING SWEET
BANOFFEE PIE 
CHEESECAKE OF THE DAY
PROFITEROLES
CRANACHAN - Traditional Scottish recipe of 
raspberries, toasted oats, cream and Isle of 
Jura malt Whisky
WEE ISLE DAIRY ICE CREAM - Made on Gigha 
- ask us what fl avours we have

A small sample of the gorgeous 
summer menu at the Tayvallich Inn...

Never go hungry again!
For those that want to lose weight and enjoy life
Breakfast: Plenty of lean grilled bacon served with heaps of grilled tomatoes and 

mushrooms, 1 fried egg

Lunch: 57g wholemeal roll � lled with lots of lean peppered ham, sliced 
mozzarella an mixed salad leaves, plus a 34.5g bag Walker Crisps 
followed by fresh fruit. 

Dinner: 208g serving of Baxters Spicy Parsnip Soup followed by Chicken terriyaki 
stir-fry plus a selection of summer fruits smothered in fat free natural 
fromage frais

Snacks: Fresh fruit, Danone Shape Fat Free Yogurt.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906
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WHAT’S ON
IN OBAN

Thursday 19th July
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church 
Hall. 10am - 11.30am
Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
2.00pm - 3.30pm
Songwriters’ Session
The Rock� eld Centre
7.00pm - 9.00pm
Taynuilt Summer Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall. 7.30pm
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
Friday 20th July

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm
Free Entry
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Lazy Jams. Free entry
Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
Saturday 21st July 

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am. 2.00pm 
- 3.30pm
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm. Free Entry
Open Day
The Rock� eld Centre
12.00 - 4.00pm
Kilbride Family Open Day
Kilbride Kirk
2pm-5pm. Free entry
Quiz - Project Trust
Glencruitten Golf Club, 8pm
£10 per team, max of 5 per team
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans

Crackin’ Craic
Free entry. Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
Sunday 22nd July

Hill Walk
Taynuilt. All Day
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
Monday 23rd July

Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm
Free Entry
Tuesday 24th July 

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am-11.30am. 
2.00pm-3.30pm
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm
Free Entry
Wednesday 25th July

Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 
7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm
Free Entry
Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz. Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free 
pizza at half time

In partnership with Oban 
Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. 
Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details.

To list your event, please call  
01631 568000
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

TMF blues cured 
in Glasgow 
Of course, the one drawback 
of being over in Lewis since 
Sunday is that I had to miss 
Tiree Music Festival last 
weekend – the � rst time I have 
missed it in six years. 

I banned myself from social 
media for fear that I would 
abandon all my plans for the 
coming days and drive up to 
Oban to jump on the ferry! It 
looks like it has been a bril-
liant festival yet again.

On Friday night, however, to 
take my mind of the festival, I 
went with some friends to � e 
Dockyards on Haugh Street – a 
food market that is opening on 
various weekends throughout 
the summer selling food and 
drink from all over the world. 

I walked up to a particularly 
enticing food stall, hoping not 
to be reminded of events on 
Tiree, only to be greeted with: 
‘Robert! What are you doing 
in Glasgow and not in Tiree?’ 

It turned out it was the 
wonderful team who, when 
at TMF, serve � ai food and 
ingeniously call their business 
� ai Ree. � e guys serving me 
had drawn the short straw as 
their colleagues headed for 

the Hebrides. We consoled 
each other for 10 minutes 
over a chicken Shawarma and 
some sweet potato fries, and 
o�  I headed for a pint in the 
Park Bar.

Island boosts 
band’s creativity
As I sit writing this week’s 
Glasgow Letter in a studio in 
Lewis, it feels like Glasgow is 
a million miles away. 

� e sea breeze is exactly 
what I’ve been needing in 
those past few sticky heat-
wave weeks in the city. 

I’m over here working on 
some new material with the 

Tide Lines boys. We may be 
a Glasgow-based band, but 
we’re never more comfortable 
than when making music back 
up the road in the Highlands 
or the Hebrides. 

� ere is no doubt that 
Glasgow has some amazing 
facilities and � rst-class studios 
that we enjoy working in regu-
larly but there is nothing to beat 
the creative impetus brought 
about by the tranquillity of the 
Highlands and Islands. 

To record music until two in 
the morning and step outside 
and hear nothing but the 
wind and waves is something 
that Glasgow (with all the 
facilities you could ask for) 
would struggle to match. 

HebCelt is one of 
our favourite gigs
� e culmination of our week 
in Lewis is a performance on 
Friday night at � e Hebridean 
Celtic Festival. 

We can hardly wait because 
HebCelt is one of our favour-
ite gigs to play and this year’s 
line up is looking fantastic.

We’ll be disappointed to 
leave on Saturday and miss 
Deacon Blue but delighted to 
hear the Fratellis on Friday 
night – two of the most 
famous bands to come out of 
Glasgow. 

And not to forget our friends 
Trail West on � ursday night, 
who are touring material 
from their new album which 
I will review in the coming 
weeks. 

Pub scene
Islay Inn
Friday July 20: � e Raggaels 
Saturday July 21: Bad 
In� uence 
Park Bar
Friday July 20: Martainn 
Skene and Martin Pottinger 
Saturday July 21: Gunna 
Sound 
Sunday July 22: Martainn 
Skene 

Tiree Music Festival in full swing for Trail West, who head 
to Stornoway for HebCelt this week.
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Imaginations are running 
wild on Mull and Iona in 
readiness for what could be 
the UK’s longest scarecrow 
trail.

A scuba diver popping out 
ping pong balls as bubbles, 
a Tour de Mull cyclist,   legs 
sticking out of a cement mix-
er, a fake police o�  cer with a 
radar gun and a skeletal bride 
waiting for her perfect man, 
were among last year’s entries 
ramping up the creative chal-
lenge for 2018.

Mull’s scarecrow    trail could 
be longest in UK

A skeletal bride waiting 
for her perfect man were 
among last year’s entries.

Far, Far from Ypres 
show set for Oban
Greentrax Recordings has 
relaunched its critically-
acclaimed, best-selling  album, 
Far, Far From Ypres.

To coincide with the launch, 
a stage show based on songs 
recorded on the  Far, Far 
From Ypres double CD will 
be stopping o�  in Argyll and 
the islands next month.

� e concert is narrated by 
BBC Radio Scotland present-
er  Iain Anderson  and has 
attracted some of the leading 
lights in the folk scene. 

Those joining the 
Scotland 2018 tour will 
include  Barbara Dickson, 
Siobhan Miller, Mairi 
MacInnes, Dick Gaughan, 
Ian McCalman, Iain 
Anderson, Professor Gary 

West, Stephen Quigg, Ian 
Bruce, Sangsters  and other 
well-known faces in the 
Scottish folk scene.  Peter 
Heywood operates the over-
head slide projection.

� e  show will be in Oban’s 
Corran Halls on  Wednesday 
August  29, and in the  Aros 
Centre, Portree,  Skye, on 
Friday August 31.

Most trails wind their 
way round villages, but the 
one starting at Tioran in 
Ardmeanach ends about 
20 miles away on Iona, says 
retired teacher Jack Degnan, 
who is one of a small commit-
tee responsible for organising 
the event.

� e scarecrow trails, which 
are launched tomorrow, July 
20, mark the beginning of 
two weeks of fun and enter-
tainment as part of this year’s 
Ross of Mull and Iona Gala.

Now in its fourth year, the 
gala is growing in popularity 
with islanders and visitors 
alike.

So far there are 48 scare-
crows in the line-up, with 
entries from schools, hotels, 
pubs and ‘ordinary folk’, 
said Mr Degnan, who lives in 
Bunessan.

‘Pretty pick-ups, tarted-up 
trucks and trailers and lovely 
lorries’ will be joining the 
gala’s � oat parade which 
sets o�  through Fionnphort 
at 7pm on July 20, said Mr 
Degnan, who is hoping spec-
tators will get into the party 
mood and come in fancy 
dress. Children’s entertainers 
Funky Chicken will be there 
from the  a� ernoon onwards 
providing lots of activities 
for children and grown-ups 
to do.

� e gala dance will now be 
on Saturday night, July 21, at 
Bunessan Hall, following  the 
Bunessan Fives football 
competition.

Leading up to the Bunessan 
Show dance at the very end 
of the fortnight, there is 
something on somewhere 
in the area almost every day 

and evening, including a 
new Mull Theatre produc-
tion, He’s Done Nothing 
Wrong, a comedy by George 
Milne.

Also in Bunessan Hall will 
be Mary Ann Kennedy  in 
concert with guitarist Finlay 
Wells of Oban, launching her 
new new solo debut album, 
An Dàn.

Event programmes with de-
tails of beach games to cra�  
workshops, wildlife guided 
walks to dingy races are 
available now in local shops 
and businesses.

Daily posts will also be 
added to the gala’s own 
Facebook page.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

201_sf07.indd   201 22/05/2018   14:56:31

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for 
two adults. There is no cash alternative.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.
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BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?
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ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE TRIALS WITH CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE 

CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch the 
wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Land 
Rover Blair Castle International Horse Trials is sure to be an 
unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy camping Friday and Saturday night, including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com 

t: 0800 280 2440 

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 257

WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
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We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 19 T-IUCHAR
THURSDAY 19 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News
20.30     From Harris With Love: Chi mi’n Tìr 
(rpt)
21.00 Am Pòsadh Hiortadh (rpt) 
22.00    Òrain nan Gaidheal (rpt)
23.00    Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – Rubinstein vs 
Arden (rpt)
23.50    Belladrum 2017: C Macleod (rpt)

DIHAOINE 20 AN T-IUCHAR
FRIDAY 20 JULY
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.05 ÙR | NEW: De a-nis? 
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00    An Là - News  
19.25    Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30     ÙR | NEW: Tarraing nan Tonn 
20.35 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
20.55 Breab agus Buaidh (rpt)
21.55 Hintlerand (rpt)
23.35    Belladrum 2017: KT Tunstall (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 21 T-IUCHAR
SATURDAY 21 JULY
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.55 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.20    Machair (rpt)
19.50 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.55    Prosbaig (rpt)
20.25  Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
20.55    ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2017: 
Cridhe Tartan Highlights 
22.15     Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – Rubinstein vs 
Arden (rpt)

23.05 Cuirm @ Celtic – Moving Hearts (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
24.00 Gun Sgot? (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 22 T-IUCHAR
SUNDAY 22 JULY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30    ÙR | NEW: Seachd La – News 
Review
19.30 Alleluia (rpt)
20.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt) 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
20.55 Gruth is Uachdar (rpt)
21.55 Belladrum 2016: Cridhe Tartan – 
Madness (rpt)
22.20 Hinterland (rpt)

DILUAIN 23 T-IUCHAR
MONDAY 23 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30 Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Bus Ghlaschu
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Docsa) (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Cha Tig An Aois Leatha 
Fhèin (rpt)
22.00 Port - Leòdhas (rpt)
22.30 Air an Rathad (rpt)
23.30 The Quay Sessions – C Macleod (rpt)
23.55 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum 2017: 
Benjamin Francis Leftwich (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 24 T-IUCHAR
TUESDAY 24 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00   Na Dròbhairean (rpt)  

19.30    Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00 Gruth is Uachdar (rpt) 
22.00    Trusadh – Cha Tig An Aois Leatha 
Fhein (rpt)
23.00  Òrain Oir (rpt)
23.25 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 25 T-IUCHAR
WEDNESDAY 25 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30   Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00    Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.00    Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)
22.30 Port – Leòdhas (rpt)
23.00 Peter Manuel – Deireadh an Uilc (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 26 T-IUCHAR
THURSDAY 26 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30 Bailean Fraoich (rpt) 
21.00    Bruadar a’ Bhais (rpt)
22.00    The Quay Sessions – C Macleod (rpt)
22.25    Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22.30  JFK - Na Làithean Mora (rpt)
23.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Canan 
(rpt)
23.30 Caileagan na h-Oighreachd (rpt)

Mull’s scarecrow    trail could 
be longest in UK

Strings concert at St John’s Cathedral
� e critically-acclaimed 
Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
(SCO) Strings make a 
welcome return to Oban 
tonight, July 19.

� e concert at St John’s 
Cathedral at 7.30pm is part 
of a three-date summer tour 
around the west coast of 
Scotland.

Directed by SCO leader 
Benjamin Marquise Gil-
more, they will be perform-
ing an array of invigorating 
and enchanting works with 
a programme of ancient 
styles with bold modern 
� avours,  starting with 
17th-century composer 
Henry Purcell’s Chacony 

in G minor. As a way 
of encouraging younger 
audiences, the SCO is 
o� ering free tickets to 
under 18s and £6 tickets for 
under 26s, students and the 
unemployed. 

Since September 2017, 
almost 1,000 under 18s have 
attended an SCO concert.

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

Ardchattan Priory Fete
Sunday 29th July

12-4pm
Entry £4.00 Adults

Under 16s Free
Lunches & Teas

Children’s Activities
Games & Stalls

Finn Falconry 12-1pm

Project Trust 
Quiz Night 

In Aid of Jordan’s Year 
in Malaysia

Saturday 21st July 
2018 at 8pm

Glenccruitten Golf Club
Entry £10 per team, up 
to 5 people per team
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Yo u r  l o c a l  r a d i o  l i s t i n g s

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 
08.10 Breakfast Show, 9.00 
Monday Morning  with  Ste-
phen, 11.00 Ian Simmonds  
on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 
19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling 
with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 
John McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 
David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday 
Morning, 13.00 Macky on 
FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise 
- Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 
Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug 
Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort 
Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 
17.00 Drivetime with Camp-

bell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 
Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 
Molly Black, 13.00 Molly’s 
Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with 
Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  
with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 
Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christines 
Collection, 20.00 Christine’s 
CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22.00  Margo Till  
Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 17.30  
Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 

20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    
Saturday Morning, 12.00 
Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat 
Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday 
Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream 
Team, 19.00 Sounds Scottish 
with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till 
Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday 
Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 
Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 
Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s 
Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 
New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & 
Bass - Graham Scott, 23.00 
Station Close Down

� e community of South Uist 
welcomed a record number of 
students attending the Ceòlas 
summer school in the � rst 
week of July.

A total of 142 students 
attended the school, taking 
part in classes, including pip-
ing, � ddle, dance, clàrsach, 
Gaelic language and song. A 
new Gaelic-medium class on 
Uist-based oral-lore, or sean-
chas, was also well attended.

With the weather in full 
cooperation and all classes 
� lled to the brim, the sum-
mer school’s success meant 
it is nearing capacity for its 
current location in Sgoil 
Dhalabroig.

Friday’s Cèilidh Mòr in the 
Southend Hall was sold out, 
with standing room only, and 
all other events were very well 
attended by both students 
and locals.

� e new building of Cnoc 
Soilleir, for which presenta-
tions were held during the 
latter half of the week, will 
relieve this issue when it 
opens in 2020. 

Alasdair Allan MSP, Iain 
MacMillan and other com-
munity representatives also 

visited the school for a project 
update.

In addition to daily classes, 
two walks, one led by Fiona 
Bird foraging at Bàgh Mòr 
in Taobh a Deas Ghleann 
Dail, and another by Ceòlas’ 
Liam Crouse and Roddy 
MacDonald of Lochboisdale 

Record number 
of students 
fl ock to Ceòlas

Two walks were held during the 
week, which were very popular.
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

1 Drudgery (4)

3 Benificially (8)

9 One in the know (7)

10 Black snooker ball (5)

11 Mid-day film stars (7,5)

13 Damage (6)

15 Fig tree (6)

17 Instrument to view the larynx (12)

20 Fine dinnerware (5)

21 Come (from) (7)

22 Take too much (8)

23 Owed (4)

Down

1 One of three Roman officers (8)

2 Small picture within a larger one (5)

4 Cold dessert (6)

5 Highest ranking officer (5,7)

6 Not against the law (7)

7 Abominable Snowman (4)

8 It shows who you are (8,4)

12 Fascination (8)

14 Nutty confection (7)

16 Exit (6)

18 Be bombastic (5)

19 When your words come back at you! (4)
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4 Cold dessert (6)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Meur Chruachain - (Cruachan Branch)

 Taynuilt Summer Ceilidh
A family friendly evening of Music, Song and Dance

Taynuilt Village Hall
Thursdays 5th July – 16th August, 7:30pm

Admission £4      Children £2
A warm welcome is extended to all

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times 

Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

to Cill Choinnich, Loch bois-
dale, were attended by more 
than 40 people each.

At the Cill Choinnich Walk 

and a Dram, Liam spoke 
about one of Ceòlas’ latest 
projects, working in partner-
ship with Dr � omas Clancy 
of Glasgow University’s Celtic 
Department to research the 
early ecclesiastical history of 
Uist, of which Lochboisdale 
features at least two sites. 
� is project, funded through 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s Colmcille 
scheme, will launch a website 
in August containing a 
directory of hagiotoponyms 
in Uist.

Monday’s piping night was 
recorded by the BBC for both 
piping programmes, Pipeline 
and Crunluath. In addition to 
the BBC, Mìcheal Klevenhaus 
and a crew from Media Coop 
were recording aspects of 
the summer school for a 

forthcoming programme 
on the connections between 
Gaelic music and Beethoven. 
Two further Ceòlas stalwarts 
also visited the 22nd summer 
school, Ryno Morrison, who 
MC’ed the Cèilidh Mòr, and 
Hamish Moore, who original-
ly started the school in 1996.

All those who attended 
2018’s summer school 
remarked on the excellent 
programme. Among the 
comments was that of Shelly 
Campbell, � ddler tutor, of 
Cape Breton, who remarked: 
‘Another amazing week of 
music, Gaelic, laughter and 
friendship in the inspiring 
setting of South Uist.

‘Gaels on both sides of the 
pond are cut from the same 
cloth and Ceòlas allows 

those bonds to be reunited. 
I consider myself extremely 
blessed to have been able to 
experience this reuniting the 
past few years. Many, many 
thanks to all who make this 
happen.

‘� e celebration of the 
beauty and richness of Gaelic 
language and culture during 
Ceòlas week is of the utmost 
importance to South Uist, 
Cape Breton and the Gaelic 
world in general. Cumaibh 
Suas a’ Ghàidhlig!’

Ceòlas would like to thank 
its sponsors – Creative 
Scotland, Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
HIE and Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar – as well as the 
community committee mem-
bers, tutors, volunteers and 
supporters.

Events were well attended 
through the week.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Fort William     Wed 25 - Fri 27 July
car park, by Shinty Club 

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 
mins before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs.

Edie (12A) 101 mins
Sheila Hancock stars in an inspirational drama shot in the 
north west Highlands.     25/07 at 5.30pm
Solo: A Star Wars Story (12A) 134 mins
“Enriches the galaxy with thrilling new texture and 
detail” Telegraph  25/07 at 8.30pm
Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom (12A) 128 mins
“rip-roaring highly entertaining sequel” Independent
26/07 at 5pm
Book Club (12A) 104 mins
Four lifelong friends have their world rocked when they read 
Fifty Shades of Grey. 26/07 at 8.30pm
Incredibles 2 (PG) 125 mins
After 14 years, everyone’s favourite family of superheroes 
return.   27/07 at 2pm and also at 5.30pm
Swimming With Men (12A) 97 mins
“likably daft Britcom with echoes of The Full Monty and 
Brassed Off” Guardian   27/07 at 8.30pm
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FARMING
Stirling – United Auctions on 
� ursday July 12 sold 
2191 prime sheep comprising 
of 1084 prime sheep. Lambs 
selling to an average of 
182.40p & 1107 ewes and 
rams.
New season lambs (1084) – 
Easter Greenhill (Tex) £100.50; 
Stacks (Tex) £100.00; Oat� eld 
(Suf) £100.00; Dalachy (BTex) 
£98.00; Wallaceton (Char) 
£88.00; Badenheath (BDM) 
£81.00
New season lambs (1084) 
– Dalachy (BTex) £223.0p; 
South Dundonald (Tex) 
£210.0p; Oat� eld (Suf) 192.0p; 
Wester Kepdowrie (183.0p; 
Culteuchar (Cross) 183.0p; 
Badenheath (BDM) 177.0p; 
Gay� eld (Mule) 173.0p
Ewes (1107) – Blinkbonny 
(Tex) £124.00; Drimsynie 
Est (Su� ) £106.00; Kirkton 
(Berr) £94.00; Hatton Knowe 
(BFL) £77.00; Keilator (Mule) 
£75.50; Catcune(Chev) £75.00; 
Wallaceton (Cha) £66.00; 
Killernie (BF) £58.00.
Rams –  Branxton (Suf) 
£92.00; West Loch (Chev) 
££83.00; Townhead of 
Arngibbon (Tex) £71.00; West 
Bracklinn (BF) £71.00.

United Auctions on 
Wednesday July 11 sold 777 
store cattle and young bulls, 
163 cast cows and 114 breeding 
cattle.
Bullocks (405) -averaged 
220.90p to 279.20p per kg for 
a 283kg LimX from Carslae 
and to £1380 for a 576kg LimX 
from Wester Middleton.
Heifers (263) – averaged 
212.40p to 257.30p per kg for 
a 478kg CHX from Wester 
Middleton and £1360 for a 
563kg CHX from Wester 
Middleton.
Young bulls (8) – averaged 
164.40p to 192.90p per kg for 
a LimX from Duirland Farms 
and to £930 for a HEX from 
Hood.
B&W bullocks (101) - averaged 
162.5p to 196.20p per kg for 
a 507kg BFX from Corsewall 
Castle and £1230 for a 650kg 
HFX from Crookedstonemuir.
Beef cows (125) averaged 
127.00p to 196.20p per kg for 
a SimX from High Mildovan 
and £1530 for a CHX from 
Balthayock.
Dairy cows (38) averaged 
103.70p to 136.90p per 
kg for a HOX from High 
Langmuir and £895 twice 
for a MRIX and HOX from 
Grassmainston and Hillend.
Bullocks: Up to 250kgs- 
Carslae £545, 271.1p; 251-
300kgs- Carslae £790, 279.2p; 
301-350kgs- Carslae £790, 
254.8p; 351-400kgs-Towncro�  
£1000, 250.6p;; 401-450kgs- 
Mains of Balhall £1090, 
Towncro�  248.3p; 451-500kgs 
Wester Middleton £1270, 
259.2; 501-551kgs- Wester 
Middleton £1340, 246.8p; 
552-601kgs- Wester 
Middleton £1380, 244.2p; 

602-651kgs- East Balscalloch 
£1345, Crookedstonemuir 
211.1p; 652-701kgs- 
Crookedstonemuir £1380, 
211.7p.
Heifers: Up to 250kgs- 
Newseat £450, 220.6p; 251-
300kgs- Newseat £670, Carslae 
238.6p; 301-350kgs- Wardpark 
£770, Carslae 236.0p; 351-
400kgs- Kilbucho Place £900, 
233.2p; 401-450kgs- Wester 
Middleton £1070, 241.7p; 
451-500kgs- Wester Middleton 
£1240, 257.3; 501-551kgs- 
Wester Middleton £1240, 
257.3p; 552-601kgs- Wester 
Middleton £1360, 241.6p; 
602-651kgs- Dippen £1300, 
213.1p.
Young bulls: 251-300kgs- 
Duirland £490, 192.9p; 
301-350kgs- Duirland £600, 
188.7p; 501-551kgs- Hood 
£930, 180.2p.
OTM cows:
£ per head- Balthayock 
(CH) £1530, Gatehead (AA) 
£1270, Sketewan (Lim) 
£1150, Elmscleugh (BS) 
£1110, Mountquhainie (Sim) 
£1090, West Park (HE) 
£1070, Hillend (HO) £895, 
Grassmainston (MRI) £895, 
Wester Lochdrum (HF) £885, 
Wester Lochdrum (BF) £875, 
Muckraw (BRB) £795, Carslae 
(BA) £785, Meikle Camoquhill 
(MO) £785, East Balscalloch 
(Sal) £665, Carslae (Cont) 
£495, Nether Braco (SW) 
£445.
PPK- High Milndovan (Sim) 
196.2p, Gatehead (AA) 186.8p, 
Balthayock (CH) 176.7p, 
Sketewan (Lim) 159.3p, West 
Park (HE) 140.8p, High 
Langmuir (HF) 136.9p, 
Elmscleugh (BS) 136.0p, 
Cleeves (BRB) 130.2p, Carslae 
(BA) 127.9p, East Balscalloch 
(Sal) 126.9p, Grassmainston 
(MRI) 125.0p, Meikle 
Camoquhill (MO) 120.4p, 
Wester Lochdrum (BF) 
114.8p, Meldrum (HO) 106.5p, 
Carslae (Cont) 100.2p, Nether 
Braco (SW) 95.9p.
OTM bulls:
£ per head- Sketewan (Lim) 
£1710, Arnbathie (CH) £1430, 
Cleeves (BS) £1270, Wester 
Mo� at (Sim) £1070.
PPK- Sketewan (Lim) 155.5p, 
Cleeves (BS) 140.5p, Arnbathie 
(CH) 128.4p, Wester Mo� at 
(Sim) 107.6p.
In calf cows- Avielochan (AA) 
£1140.
Cows and calves-Naemoor 
(Sim) & bull calf £1500; 
Gordrum (BB) & heifer calf 
£1480; Naemoor (AA) & bull 
calf at foot £1350; Kilbride 
(BG) & heifer calf £850.

Stirling – Caledonian Marts 
Ltd on � ursday July 12 sold 
132 cattle.
Prime bullocks averaged 225p
Prime heifers averaged 238p
Young bulls averaged 150p
Beef cows averaged 142p
Dairy cows averaged 107p
Cast males averaged 129p
Bullocks sold to 250p per 

kg for a Limousin from A S 
Hay, Mains of Cultmalundie, 
Tibbermore purchased by D 
Campbell and Son, Butchers, 
28 Ancaster Square, Callander 
and to £1602 for a Limousin 
from A Kennedy and Sons, 
Seggersdean, Haddington.
Heifers sold to 268p per kg for 
a Limousin from W Dandie 
and Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn 
purchased by H A Black and 
Sons, Butcher, Stirling and to 
£1626 from the same home 
again purchases by H A Black 
and Sons, Butchers, Stirling.
Other leading prices:-
Bullocks per kilo
248p Todhall 240p 
Brockwoodlees 238p 
Learielaw 235p Moor� eld 
(twice) and Nether Glinns 
232p Moor� eld, Easterton and 
Brockwoodlees
Heifers per kilo
260p Brockwoodlees 
252p Moor� eld 250p 
Brockwoodleess and 
Moor� eld 248p Learielaw and 
West Mains 242p Meadowend 
(twice) 240p Brockwoodlees
Bullocks per head
£1569 Seggarsdean £1547 
Learielaw £1543 and £1540 
Seggarsdean £1527 Todhall 
£1523 Learielaw £1508 
Moor� eld
Heifer per head
£1575 Brockwoodlees 
£1516 Learielaw £1485 
Brockwoodlees £1480 
Meadowend £1448 West 
Mains
Also forward were 65 cast 
cows and cast males.
Beef cows averaged 142p 
per kg selling to 192p for a 
Limousin from W Dandie, 
Learielaw, Broxburn and to 
£1450 for a British Blue from 
the same home.
Dairy cows averaged 107p per 
kg selling to 130p from W A 
Hume and Co, Easter Clune, 
Dunfermline and to £950 
from AWJ and DA Broome, 
Solsgirth Home Farm, 
Solsgirth.
Other leading prices:
Beef cows per head
£1430 and £1400 Learielaw 
£1390 Learielaw £1260 and 
£1240 Dyke £1230 Woodend 
£1220 Prathouse £1200 
Dollarbank
Dairy cows per head:
£890 Easter Clune £860 
Solsgirth £840 Kirkton of 
Beath £750 Easter Clune
£720 Kirkton of Beath
Beef cows per kilo
183p Dyke 181p Malletsheugh 
174p and 171p Learielaw 168p 
Learielaw 166p Dollarbank 
160p Dyke
Dairy cows per kilo
129p and 124p Kirkton of 
Beath 122p Easter Clune
116p and 115p Solsgirth
Cast males sold to 166p for 
an Aberdeen Angus from M I 
Wainwright, Todhall, Cupar 
and to £1290 for a Simmental 
from R McNee Ltd, Woodend, 
Armadale.

Around the marketsFarmers urged 
to make safety 
a top priority
� is is Farm Safety Week 
with a speci� c focus this year 
on not only physical safety, 
but also mental health and 
wellbeing.

� is year’s slogan – Your 
Health. Your Safety. Your 
Choice. – raises awareness of 
the importance of good men-
tal health and the increased 
potential for accidents to oc-
cur when farmers or cro� ers 
are not in the right frame of 
mind.

Until tomorrow (Friday July 
20) case studies are being 
issued surrounding safety on 
Scotland’s farms and cro� s 
where people tell of their 
accidents, but also what they 
have now changed as a result 
of mishaps.

Injuries caused by livestock 
continue to remain as one of 
the main causes of accidents 
on Scotland’s farms and 
cro� s.

Ian Pirie, a cattle and 
sheep farmer from Maud, 
Aberdeenshire, this week 
spoke about an accident that 
le�  him unable to work at 
one of the busiest times of the 
year.

Ian, his wife and eldest son, 
farm near Peterhead where he 
� nishes around 1,000 head of 
cattle and have 200 breeding 
ewes.

Although many know the 
dangers of working with cat-
tle, and farmers and cro� ers 
know their herds better than 
anyone, the animals can be 
unpredictable.

Ian said that earlier this 
year he was sorting through 
a pen of cattle, and one came 
from the behind him, kicking 
him with its hind legs. Ian 
explained: ‘It happened so 
quickly. I’ve had plenty of 
kicks by cattle over the past 
50 years, so I didn’t think 
much of it.’

Unfortunately, this kick was 
not the same as any other. Ian 
was le�  with little to no power 
and control going through 
his leg and, a� er leaving it 
for the night to see if it would 
improve, he telephoned the 
doctor the next morning.

‘I went to A&E at Peterhead 
and had it X-rayed,’ said Ian. 
‘It showed that there was a 
slight chip to my knee, but 
thankfully it wasn’t broken. 
I was referred to a consultant 
and surgeon in Aberdeen 
who, a� er further investi-
gation, realised the tendons 
were all severed above my 
knee. � ey operated the next 

day.
‘If the surgery hadn’t been 

carried out at that stage my 
knee wouldn’t have worked 
properly again. It’s like bro-
ken cables, it’s not something 
that reconnects over time.’

� e injury caused Ian to be 
housebound during one of 
the busiest times of the year 
for the farm but thankfully 
his family helped out.

Looking back on the acci-
dent, Ian doesn’t believe there 
is anything he could have 
done di� erently. Working 
with livestock always has its 
dangers.

However, Ian is now 
reviewing and updating the 
cattle-handling systems on 
the farm, some of which have 
not changed for many years.

When working on live-
stock it is important to use 
necessary safety equipment, 
take your time and ensure 
your safety, and that of those 
around you, is a priority.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Ian Pirie was injured when he was kicked by cattle.

Fight goes on against reintroduction of lynx
One year on from the initial 
licence application by the 
Lynx UK Trust to reintroduce 
the cats to the British coun-
tryside, the National Sheep 
Association (NSA) is stressing 
the risks granting this licence 
would bring.

NSA has been countering the 
debate brought by Lynx UK 
since its licence application. It 
says releasing lynx would have 

many negative consequences, 
not just for sheep but also for 
other wild species and lynx 
themselves.

NSA chief executive Phil 
Stocker said: ‘If those raising 
the debate from the side of 
the lynx were more open to 
discussion and willing to hear 
counter-points, they might 
understand the problems that 
reintroducing this wild cat 

would bring. UK farming is 
not set up to deal with this kind 
of predator, and we feel very 
strongly that its reintroduction 
would be hugely damaging.

‘� is doesn’t just apply to 
livestock but to all wildlife and 
ecosystems. � e lynx has been 
extinct in the UK for more 
than 1,000 years and the UK’s 
natural life would not be pre-
pared for this new predator.’
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Making hay while sun shines
By Ewen Campbell, 
SRUC’s Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre research farms 
manager

Well, a� er me talking about 
the worst winter ever, I can 
safely say the summer has 
started o�  really well.

� ese past few weeks 
have been fantastic and we 
recorded our highest ever 
temperature of 31.6 degrees 
Celsius on June 28.

As a result, we have been 
really busy making hay with 
the help of a contractor, prof-
iting from the dry spell. We 
managed to get 205 big square 
bales from 17 hectares of our 
� elds that we’ve reseeded over 
the past few years.

We’ve also had all of our 
ewes and lambs gathered 
in for marking and the ewe 
hoggs in for shearing. 

As in previous years, most 
of the hoggs were sheared by 
people attending the two-
day shearing course, run by 
British Wool – they all did a 
very good job.

We have also been busy 
with various shows, visits 
and workshops. In addition 
to some of my colleagues 
attending the Royal Highland 
Show, we also hosted the an-
nual meeting of one of our EU 
projects we’re involved in. � e 
project is a European-funded 
project (ERA-Net SUSAN) 

not believe the nice weather 
when they were here!

My colleagues also attended 
a workshop in northern 
Spain, as part of another 
European  project we are 
involved in. SheepNet is a 
networking project between 

called SusSheP (Sustainable 
Sheep Production) in collab-
oration with Norway, France 
and Ireland, and looks at 
improving sustainability of 
sheep farming in various 
environments.

Nineteen people attended 

the two-day meeting in 
Crianlarich and here at 
Kirkton, where they were 
treated to a full farm visit. 
� ey were very interested and 
keen the  see the di� erences 
between their own systems 
back home. � ey also could 

six EU countries and Turkey.
I was lucky to join them 

back in November for a work-
shop in Romania, but I was 
too busy with the hay-making 
to be with them this time.

� e meeting focused on 
sharing and exchange of 

farmers’ tips and tricks for 
implementing solutions to 
improve sheep productivity 
by improving fertility rate 
and pregnancy success and 
reducing lamb mortality.

� e top � ve tips and tricks 
for all were from: 1. Ireland 
– water supply to multiple 
lambing pens from one source 
to reduce labour; 2. Turkey – 
use of electronic ID recording 
tool to improve productivity; 3. 
Australia – moving gate to put 
sheep through the race without 
stressing them; 4. Ireland – 
dealing with enlarged teats 
by taping the normal teat to 
encourage lambs to suck the 
large one; and 5. France – a 
barrier to prevent lambs from 
jumping in the trough.

Let’s hope I can free myself 
for the next meeting, which 
will be held in Sardinia 
in November.

We also had another 
very successful Kirkton 
Grassland Group meeting 
last Wednesday. A  number 
of farmers and consultants 
joined us for a day discuss-
ing the management of 
the  bracken areas that were 
sprayed last summer in our 
� elds below the railway.

We also had some inter-
esting discussions about our 
silage � elds and our future 
grassland management plans.

So, as usual, quite a busy 
month for us.

Marking the lambs at Kirkton and Auchtertyre, with the help of two US students from Arkansas University.

10:30am Wednesday 25th July 2018

LAST DAY TO ENTER YOUR AUCTION ITEM

For more information call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie
PLANT AUCTIONS 

Over 250 Entries Expected: To include plant, HGVs, vans, trailers, 
cabins and all types of machinery.

Morris Leslie Plant Ltd, Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Monthly Plant 
& Commerical Auction

Full online bidding available: morrisleslie.com
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* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

A snapshot of Argyll
Following The Oban Times’ #myargyll photographic competition, here 
are just a few of the photographs submitted, highlighting why our region 
is a fantastic place to live, work and visit

Photograph: Iona Barr

Photograph: Chris MacIntyre

Photograph: Roy Gamblin

Photograph: Esme Leitch



01436 672779
Pictures for illustration only, visit 
www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk for more details.

HELENSBURGH TOYOTA
Special O� er From Helensburgh Toyota & Subaru
Just quote “ THE OBAN TIMES” to get a FREE tank of fuel with every vehicle purchase.

15/65 Toyota
Yaris sport 
1.33 VVT-i 5dr 

17/17 Toyota Yaris 
Bi-tone Blue Hybrid, 5dr 

17/17 Toyota
Yaris I-con 
1.5 VVT,
Manual

18/67 Subaru
XV 2.0 
SE Premium AWD
Lineartronic

17/67 Toyota
Auris Icon 

1.2T 5dr manual 

17/17 Toyota C-HR
Dynamic 
1.2T AWD
Automatic

13/13 Toyota Auris
1.4D-4D Excel, Manual 

16/16 Toyota GT 86  
2.0, 3dr, Manual

12/62 Toyota
Yaris Trend
1.33
vvti 5dr

12/61 Volkswagen
Passat SE
Bluemotion
Tech 2.0
TDi
140Bhp
DSG 
Estate 

17/67 Subaru
WRX STI AWD  

2.5, 300BHP, 4dr

17/67 Subaru 
Forester 2.0XE 

AWD Premium
Lineartronic  

11/61 Subaru
Forester 
2.0 XS AWD 
manual

15/65 Toyota
Avensis 
2.0D Excel Sports Tourer

£16,995
6,567 miles, Finished in Denim Blue with 
dark grey cloth interior, Toyota safety

£21,995
16,640 miles, Finished in Nebula Blue with 
black roof, Toyota safety sense, Privacy glass

£10,995
6,535 mile, Finished in Nebula Blue with 
black cloth interior , Toyota safety sense

£7,995
40,984 miles, Finished in Zenith Blue with 
part leather seats, Self parking, Parking 
sensors, Reversing camera

£19,795
5,046 miles, Finished in orange, Black 
Alcantara seats with red inserts, Carbon 
pack, Full service history

£5,995
35,086 miles, Finished in Cirrus White with 
black cloth interior, Air-con, Electric pack

£8,995
22,887 miles, Finished in Chilli red, read and 
black seats, Privacy glass, Full service history

£9,495
48,604 miles, Finished in grey metallic, Roof 
rails, Tow bar

£27,995
300 miles, Finished in Silica Black with black 
and red Leather, Alcantara interior, Tracker

£25,995
6,272 miles, Finished in crystal white pearl 
with black leather interior, Sunroof, Roof 
rails, Navigation

£23995 
Delivery miles, Finished in Venetian Red 
metallic with black leather heated seats, Sat 
Nav

£10,995
46,765 miles, Dark grey metallic with black 
leather heated seats, Sunroof, Aircon, Roof 
rails

£12,495
36,560 miles, Finished in Avantgarde bronze 
with black leather heated seats, panoramic 
roof

Save 
£5115 from

NEW
Sat Nav Sat Nav

Full 
Service 
History

warranty 
until 

29/09/2020

Grey 
Interior 
Parking 
Sensors

ONLY 
£140 a 

year road 
tax

Heated 
Seats

Save
£3565 from 

NEW
Blue 

Tooth
Parking 
sensors

17/17 Toyota Aygo 

X-press , 5dr

£7,995
13,042 miles Finished in silver splash with 
contrasting red roof and accent pack, 
Electric windows, DAB radio, Privacy glass

Sat Nav
Balance of

5 years
manufacturer’s 

warranty

Advanced
 cruise 
control

Up to 
85mpg 

combined

£14,995
9,346 miles, Finished in Nebula Blue with 
contrasting black roof, Ex-demonstrator

15/15  Mercedes
GLA 220CDI 4matic AMG

£19,995
11400 miles Finished in South Sea Blue with 
contrasting black alcantara seats with red 
stitching. Cruise control, Bluetooth.

Full 
Service 
History

5-7 John Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute G84 8BA
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all types 

of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 
3490572 ask for 

Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old 

or new Toyota 
Hilux, land 
cruiser, all 

pickups single 
or double cabs, 
any condition, 
runner or not, 
high miles no 

problem.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and 

all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition 
and reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures etc considered.  

Will collect. 

Te 07546
 788945

WANTED
All touring 

caravans and 
motor homes, 
campers etc, 
high mileage, 
MOT failures 
or damp, all 

considered, any 
make or model, 

will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Call today on
0778 985 5381

WANTED 
4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 
free collection anywhere. Land Rover 

Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 
Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu 
Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written o� , non 

runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 
blown engine, overheating etc. Cash in 

hand, no hassle, best cash
price guaranteed.

Telephone 07775441367

17FT ‘HARDY’ 2 BERTH CABIN CRUISER
Berthed on 
pontoon at 
Dunsta� nage, 
50hp Honda 
main outboard, 
backup
Auxilliary 
outboard.
£5,250

Tel 07598 712565/07818 874449

COACHMAN LASER 4 BERTH
top spec caravan, 
alloy wheels, � xed 
end bed, air con, 
fridge freezer, 
built in satellite, 
only used a 
handfull of times

£4,300 
OPEN TO 
OFFERS.

Tel 01567 830363/07771 930975

ELDDIS GULF STREAM EX300
2 berth, in as 
new condition 
- hardly used, 
end kitchen, 
Clubman style 
full cooker and 
fridge, awning 
included

£2,475
ONO

Contact: 01546 830 157

ZEST SMALL CRAFT

Local Day-Sailor needs a new home and 
some TLC. Fibreglass, full set of sails, 

outboard, oars and boat cover on trailer at 
Crinan Harbour.  O� ers considered.

Tel 07437 408237

NISSAN NAVARA TEKNA
September
2016
24,000 miles
Towbar 
Full service
history
Immaculate 
condition

£18,995
NO VAT

Tel 01583 431333

DELL QUAY FISHERBOAT

19ft, Sabb, diesel engine, complete with trailer,  all in 
immaculate condition  £4,500 ONO

Tel: 01586 553551

FORD FIESTA ZETEC
Four door, � rst 
reg 31/3/16, low 
mileage

£8,000 
ONO

Tel: 07789 040811

PEUGEOT AUTOSLEEPER
Camper Van
Registered 2000, 
2L Petrol, 91,700 
miles, Fridge, 
Cooker, Toilet, 
Shower. New 
exhaust, great 
running van

£10,950
ONO



S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR 
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN SPICER : 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

THE BEST VALUE CONTRACT HIRE DEAL ON 
THE MARKET FROM S&S SERVICES.
The award-winning Isuzu 
D-Max is available in a number 
of variants and offers maximum 
performance from refined 
engineering and manufacturing. 
Equipped with a trusted 164PS 
engine, the iconic D-Max range 
benefits from class leading 
MPG and a reliable reputation.
The Isuzu D-Max has already 
picked-up 3 awards in 2018. 
Having won:
What Van?
-Pick-up of the Year 2018
Trade Van Driver
- Best Workhorse Pick-up 2018
Professional Pick-up & 4x4
- Most Reliable Pick-up 2018

Now Isuzu have also made their 
high specification Utah model 

available with an award-winning 
finance offer. The Isuzu D-Max 
Utah is now available for just 
£239 a month (excl VAT.), over 
only 23 months, with an initial 
rental of £2150.19 plus VAT on 
Business Contract Hire.
With keyless entry, push 
button start, leather upholstery, 

heated front 
seats, reversing camera & 
sensors, 7” multifunction 
colour touchscreen (with Apple 
Carplay™ & Android Auto™) 
all standard on the Utah (plus 
and a host of other features), 
demonstrating the amazing 
value of this finance offer.

As well as the Utah, there are 
several attractive offers in Q3 
across the product range, 
including the range topping 
Isuzu D-Max Blade, Blade is 
available from just £279 (excl 
VAT.) per month, with free 
Pearl White special paint finish 
included! Thus, allowing you to 

experience a sleek and 
dynamic pick up over 
an affordable three-year 
period.
As standard, each 
new vehicle comes 
with 5 years European 
roadside assistance, 
five-year / 125,000-mile 
warranty (whichever 
comes first) and is 
capable of achieving a 
combined 40.4MPG, 
without the need for 

AdBlue, unlike many other pick-
ups in the market.

All offers end on the 30th 
September 2018.

Call S&S Services:
01292 880080
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We like to think of our service as more bespoke than 
standard. And while you might expect our choice to 
cover panel vans, pick-ups and passenger vehicles, 
our range of options is much more extensive. 

These include conversions that can be created to 
match the requirements of your business. We can 
also put together fl exible fi nance packages to fi t your 
business budget along with service and maintenance 
plans to make sure your vehicles and your business 
continue to run smoothly.

For more information, why not call us today or 
drop by our showroom?

Businesses come 
in all shapes and sizes. 
So do our vans.

Working With You.
Volkswagen Van Centre Glasgow Darnley
901 Kennishead Road, Darnley, Glasgow. Telephone: 0141 302 4674.
Find us on your sat-nav using G53 7RA.
www.volkswagen-vans.co.uk/glasgow-west



 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

West Coast PROPERTIES

FOR SALE
REF: CM(002)

• Gross areas ranging from 0.98 acres to 2.23acres  
 (Indicative only and subject to change)
• Suitable for Use Classes 4, 5 & 6

4 Ardross Street, Inverness IV3 5NN
T: 01463 236 977
E: inverness@g-s.co.uk

We value property
g-s.co.uk

DEVELOPMENT SITES

Glenshellach Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HG

On the Instructions of Highlands & Islands Enterprise
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Construction industry 
needs clarity about 
post-Brexit visa rules

UK housing sales 
remain subdued as 
rent expectations 
continue to heat up

Sales activity in the UK housing market re-
mained subdued, according to the latest 
RICS UK Residential Market Survey.

Newly agreed sales keep on falling
Signi� cantly, over the month, newly agreed sales have 
recorded the 16th successive month of continued de-
cline, with 7% more respondents reporting a fall in 
agreed sales. � e RICS series is a good lead indicator by 
around two quarters of the HMRC and Land Registry 
transactions data, and this continued decline in newly 
agreed sales suggests that the so� er trend in sales vol-
umes will not improve over the coming months.

Have people given up on owning a home?
Following on from that, the New Buyer Enquiries se-
ries which provides a gauge as to the appetite to ac-
quire property (this series is well correlated with data 
on mortgage approvals), is showing little reason to ex-
pect any upli� . � e number of people looking to buy 
remained � at in June, prolonging the trend which dates 
back to late 2016. � is is likely to persist through the 
second half of the year with the time taken to complete 
a sale edging up from around sixteen weeks (Spring 
2017) to around 18 weeks at present.

For the second month in a row, new instructions have 
risen, with 10% more respondents seeing an increase in 
the � ow of properties being put up for sale. However, 
with average stocks remaining close to historic lows at 
43 it would be too early to suggest that this issue is less-
ening as an obstacle.

What will the coming year bring?
� e survey has in the past highlighted a lack of avail-
able second-hand stock as a key impediment to the 
e�  cient functioning of the market, and the pipeline 
looks unlikely to improve with new appraisals of prop-

erty by valuers down on the same period last year. 
Looking ahead, sales expectations are mildly positive 
for the coming three months, but at the twelve month 
point chartered surveyors are more cautious, with the 
net balance slipping to zero for the � rst time since last 
October.

� e lack of activity on the sales side also continues to 
impact prices. At the headline level they remain � at in 
June, and it is the 13th consecutive month that char-
tered surveyors have reported a sluggish picture, with 
respondents not anticipating much change in the com-
ing three months either.

Not enough rental properties are driving up rents
Looking at the lettings data, new instructions coming 
through to agents has dropped again (a net balance 
reading of -22%). � is is the 21st consecutive month in 
which the feedback has pointed to lower supply of rent-
al properties coming to market. Anecdotal remarks, 
unsurprisingly, draw attention to role the change in tax 
treatment on investment property has played in driv-
ing this trend. � e Rent Expectations series is pointing 
to a cumulative average rise of around 15% over the 
course of the next � ve years.

Simon Rubinsohn, RICS Chief Economist said: ‘It 
is hard to see what is going to provide much impetus 
for activity in the housing market in the near term. 
Meanwhile the on-going challenges around li� ing the 
delivery pipeline, re� ected in last week’s disappointing 
data on housing starts, is captured in the suspicion in 
the survey that prices are likely to resume an upward 
course over the coming year. � e challenge is also vis-
ible in the response of the private lettings market to 
change to the tax treatment on investment properties. 
While it is understandable that the government want-
ed to provide a li�  for � rst time buyers, this may well 
come at the cost of higher rents as the appeal of buy to 
let diminishes.’

Responding to the release of the Gov-
ernment’s Brexit White Paper, the 
FMB has stressed the need for cer-
tainty and stability, and called on the 
Government to clarify its approach to 
migrant workers as soon as possible.

Brian Berry, Chief Executive of the 
FMB, said: ‘Despite some pessimistic 
predictions, we’ve yet to see any sign 
of the Brexit process having a serious-
ly negative impact on the wider econ-
omy. However, for this to continue as 
we approach this critical phase of the 
process, we now need to minimise the 
risk of uncertainty clouding people’s 
decision-making and spending plans 
and starting to feed through into the 
real economy. For most businesses, 
the Government’s White Paper will 
be judged on whether it manages to 
achieve this. One area in which we 
now need greater clarity is over the 
shape of post-Brexit migration policy. 

‘For the many construction SMEs 
who are currently facing severe skills 
shortages, the certainty they need is 
that access to skilled EU workers will 

not be drastically cut-o� . We hope 
this will follow closely a� er the pub-
lication of the Migration Advisory 
Committee report in September.’

Berry concluded: ‘� e UK con-
struction sector is more reliant than 
average on migrant workers from 
Europe – at present, 9% of our con-
struction workers are from the EU. 
In London, this rises for nearly one 
third. Already, even with access to 
EU labour, the industry is facing 
an acute skills crisis. Nearly 60% of 
� rms are struggling to hire brick-
layers and nearly as many are facing 
di�  culties � nding carpenters. � e 
shortage of skilled workers is fast 
rising up the list of barriers to SME 
builders in their quest to grow and 
build more of the homes the UK so 
desperately needs. Without access 
to EU workers, there is a real pos-
sibility that skills shortages will fur-
ther intensify. � is will threaten the 
delivery of new housing and have a 
knock-on e� ect on growth across the 
wider economy.’

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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WE ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING 
FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

Housekeeping
 Kitchen Porter

Chef Staff
Night Porter

Restaurant Staff
Accounts

Please see our website to apply : 
www.inverlochycastlehotel.com

2 x Full Time Chef de Parties
Bridgend Hotel – Isle of Islay

We are currently looking for 2x Full Time  Chef 
De Parties to Join our team under the leader-
ship of Scott Chance our Head Chef.

• Competitive Salary being offered
• Accommodation Available

If you require More information please 
contact us on 01496 810212

Please send your CV to Scott Chance- 
Head Chef on info@bridgend-hotel.com

ACHA Repairs Officer Lochgilphead
Salary £28,320 - £33,317 35 hours per week

This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK Driving Licence

For further details and to apply visit the recruitment section 
of our website at www.acha.co.uk.  
If you are unable to access the website contact the 
Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
For more information, please contact Iain McLeod on 01546 
605807

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 27th July 2018
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on Friday 17th August 2018.

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION
RECRUITMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS
West Highland Housing Association is looking 
for new Board Members.  It is an exciting time for 
West Highland who have plans to develop in a 
number of small communities in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles.  Our parent company Link is building 
over 350 properties in and around Oban in the 
next 3 years whilst we have committed to the 
development of over 50 new properties in the 
next 3 years that will deliver affordable housing 
for rent and sale in the more rural areas.
We are looking for fair and open minded indi-
viduals who want to utilise their experience and 
skills in making a difference for housing and 
communities. In terms of general experience we 
are looking for people who ideally would have:
• Good communication skills;
• An ability to understand finance;
• Have some experience or understanding of the 
voluntary sector;
• A commitment to affordable housing;
• An understanding of the broader social policy 
environment 
West Highland Housing Association provides 
a wide range of services within the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area.   We manage almost 1000 
properties with around 800 being in our own 

ownership, 75 being in Link ownership and over 
140 factored properties.  
We have a turnover of approximately £3.5m. We 
work in partnership with communities across 
Oban and Lorn, Argyll and Bute Council - as 
the strategic housing authority - the Scottish 
Government, NHS Highland and Highland and 
Islands Enterprise to deliver local and national 
priorities.
In addition we have a subsidiary company that 
deals with energy.
The position is not remunerated, but expenses 
are payable. A commitment to attend meetings 
approximately every 6 weeks is required. The 
initial appointment is from now and then for 
re-appointment every 3 years, at the discretion 
of the Board.
At this stage the Association wants to hear from 
people who previously have not been involved 
with the Association.
West Highland Housing Association is part 
of the Link Group, one of the largest Housing 
Associations in Scotland.
To receive an information pack please 
contact Oriana Lopez on 01631 566451 or 
email  oriana@westhighlandha.co.uk.

01631 566451  |  Freephone 0300 323 1170
mail@westhighlandha.co.uk  |  www.westhighlandha.co.uk

RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Bookkeeper & 
Office Administrator

McLellan Funeral Directors are Lochaber’s pre-
eminent provider of Funeral Services. As part of our 
development plans, we are now seeking to find an 
experienced bookkeeper who can also assist with 
other office duties. A working knowledge of Sage, 
Quickbooks, or  Xero accounting software, and Excel 
spreadsheets, would be a distinct advantage.

We are seeking to start this new role as a part-time 
position, that  will offer a minimum of 25 hours per 
week. We would expect this to evolve into a full time 
role as the business develops. Applicants should 
forward their CVs, along with a brief note on their skills 
and experience to date to:

Mr Pete O’Neill BSc, MBA, Cert FS BIFD.
John McLellan & Co Ltd, Dudley Road

Fort William, PH33 6JB.

Email: pete.t.oneill@gmail.com

Quality Care Since 1923

Vacancies for

Personal Care Assistant 
(rates from £8.75/£10.50 per hour)

For older lady living in her own home in Oban.  
Assistance required from experienced social 
care workers with personal care and everyday 
living.  Potential live-in and visiting vacancies 
available.  

For more information please call on 
07425813784 or email your CV to 

adresponse17@obaninargyll.co.uk.

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your next job in the perfect location.
Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Processing Engineer
South Shian, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal development paths which build 
into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing 
our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would 
very much like to hear from you.

We are currently looking to recruit a well established Processing 
Engineer for our Processing facility at South Shian, near Oban. 

The successful candidate will have a recognised engineering 
qualification in electrical and/or mechanical discipline with the ability 
to diagnose and repair a range of electro mechanical equipment in 
a safe and efficient manner. Fabrication skills, the ability to work to 
a preventative maintenance schedule and the necessary IT skills to 
create maintenance reports would also be beneficial. 

We expect the successful candidate to be highly motivated with a 
positive ‘hands on’ attitude.  They must also ensure that all tasks are 
completed in a professional manner adherent to strict health and 
safety requirements and practice good house keeping throughout all 
activities.  Good communication skills are essential. 

You can expect to work as part of a team on a 2 week on/off rota. 
In return, we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
including pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, 
subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.                             

To find out more please contact Claire Scott, HR Coordinator on 
01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com for an 
application pack.

Closing date for applications: Friday 3rd August 2018

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and 
ambition, we can o� er you an exciting and rewarding 
career with one of Scotland’s foremost independent 
newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range 
of award winning publications, o� ering high quality 
advertising packages to local businesses.
You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to work for 
a professional company that believes in rewarding 
success and e� ort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full CV and contact 
details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN
£  Excellent Basic 
+ £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension 
+ Good Holidays

VACANCY NOTICE
From our world class manufacturing facility site at 
Machrihanish, on the west coast of Scotland, we pro-
vide “ready to install” tower solutions for the onshore 
and offshore wind energy market. We employ over 
100 people from Campbeltown and the Kintyre area 
all of whom are dedicated to providing a high quality 
service to our valued clients.

PRODUCTION OPERATIVE – Black Tower x 3
£8.85 to £11.75 basic p/h (dependent upon experi-
ence) plus shift enhancements and OT.
Reporting to the Black Tower Manager, this is an 
excellent opportunity to work towards being a certi-
fied welder. No specific experience is required as full 
training will be given. Previous welding / fabrication 
experience would be advantageous.
Key Responsibilities 
• To perform automatic and manual welding of tower 
sections
• Safe use of power tools
• Carry out production activities to a consistently high 
standard 
• To comply with all Health and Safety regulations

PRODUCTION OPERATIVE – White Tower x 3
£8.85 to £11.75 basic p/h (dependent upon experi-
ence) plus shift enhancements and OT.
Reporting to the White Tower Manager, this is an 
excellent opportunity to work spraying steel tower 
sections. No direct experience is required as full 
training will be given. Previous experience would be 
advantageous.
Key Responsibilities 
• Spray paint steel tower sections 
• Mixing paint, set up and maintenance of spray 
painting equipment 
• Carry out production activities to a consistently high 
standard
• To comply with all Health and Safety regulations
Skills, Knowledge & Experience for all roles
• Enjoy practical work and be able to cope with the 
physical demands of the job 
• Self-motivated 
• Good communications skills 
• Adaptability, able to use initiative and have attention 
to detail 
• Good attitude to work and work ethic 
• Able to work as part of a team 
• You will work a rotational shift pattern, so flexibility 
is essential.

To apply for these positions please send your CV and covering letter explaining your suitability for the 
post to: ukhr@cswind.com  by no later than midnight on Tuesday 24th July 2018. 

URGENT PROOF

The Oban Times 01631 568000 | Campbeltown Courier 01586 554646 | Argyllshire Advertiser 01546 602345 | Arran Banner 01770 302142

It is your responsibility to check that all information within the advert is correct; we will not be held accountable for any inaccuracies or false information 
included within it. If you do not contact us by the deadline date stated within the email, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to complete any changes 
received after the stated deadline. Failure to respond may result in the advert being printed as shown below.

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY:

THE EMAIL WILL SHOW DETAILS OF PUBLICATION, DATE AND ANY DEADLINES FOR RESPONDING TO THIS PROOF 
this is a low resolution pdf for proofing purposes

Full-time Plant Fitter required for 
busy plant hire company.  Ideally 
suited to person with experience 
of maintaining construction 
machinery and tools but all 
candidates will be considered.  A 
full driving licence is required.
Role:
• Inspect all items when off-hired
• Repair and routine servicing of 
all types of construction plant and 
small tools
• Keep accurate service and 
maintenance records

• Managing and prioritising 
daily workload to ensure all tasks 
completed efficiently 
• Travel to client sites for 
maintenance/breakdowns
Salary & Benefits
• Competitive rate of pay
• 40 hour week with regular 
overtime available
• Workplace pension scheme
For further information phone 
Irene on 01397 772333.
Applications by email to  
info@campbellplant.co.uk

EXPERIENCED PLANT FITTER

LIVE IN CARER/COMPANION sought by charming 
elderly lady in the Tayvallich area.  

Rewarding position for reliable, practical person 
with a kind and gentle disposition, to assist 

with domestic and personal care and provide 
companionship. 

Free time to be arranged to suit.  
Driving licence and relevant references required; 

non smoker.
Tel: 07887 885 559, 

E-mail: kiranderson@hotmail.com 
to enquire and leave contact details.
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is 
drawn to the following 
terms and conditions 
which relate to the 
placing of advertise-
ments in all publica-
tions owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agree-
ment are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes 
newspapers, mag-
azines, books and 
provides advertising 
space therein or pro-
vides for the delivery of 
advertising materials 
to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy 
shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful 
and comply with 
the British Code of 
Advertising Practice 
and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does 
not guarantee the 
insertion of any par-
ticular advertisement.
3   The Publisher 
reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the ad-
vertisement by giving 

reasonable notice.
4   An order for an 
advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of 
display advertising 
must be received 
by the Publisher 
before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, 
the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the 
customer in full for 
the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit 
to the jurisdiction of 
the Scottish Courts 
and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher 
to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it 
is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall 
not be liable for any 
loss or damage occa-
sioned by any total or 
partial failure (however 
caused) of publication 
or distribution of any 

newspaper or edition 
in which any adver-
tisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the 
event of any error, 
misprint or omission 
in the printing of an 
advertisement or part 
of an advertisement, 
the Publisher will 
either re-insert the 
advertisement or 
relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make 
reasonable refund 
or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment 
will be made where 
the error, misprint or 
omission does not 
materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must 
be notified to the 
Publisher in writing 
within fourteen days 
of publication.  In 
no circumstances 
shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint 
or omission exceed 
the amount of a full 
refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher 
for the particular 
advertisement in con-
nection with which 
liability arose or the 

cost of a further or 
corrective advertise-
ment of a type and 
standard reasonably 
comparable to that 
in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/
Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, 
damages or other 
charges falling upon 
the publication as the 
result of legal actions 
or threatened legal 
actions arising from 
the publication of 
the advertisement in 
any one or more of 
a series of advertise-
ments published in 
accordance with copy 
instructions supplied 
to the publication 
in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the 
value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of 
order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on 
a credit basis must 
be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any 
invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 
15 days from the 

date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment 
the Publisher may 
charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from 
the due date until 
the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher 
may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 
as an administration 
fee.  In the event of 
late payment the 
Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow 
any discounts given 
and to raise an addi-
tional invoice for the 
discount which will be 
treated as though it 
has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert 
an advertisement 
assumes acceptance 
of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex 
Media Limited, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 
4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
w w w . o b a n t i m e s .
co.uk and registered 
as a newspaper at 
the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

Advertising Sales 
Executive

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care

Based in Fort William you will be representing 
Lochaber Times, Lochaber Life and other award 

winning, well established publications.
You will be responsible for establishing and 

developing relationships within the local business 
community.

First class training and support given. Local 
knowledge would be an advantage but not essential. 

A current full driving licence is required.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and covering 

letter to:
ali@obantimes.co.uk

 

 
Mechanical Treatment Operative x 2 
 
 
Flexible - North & South Regions 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 
An exciting new opportunity has arisen for Mechanical 
Treatment Operatives. Under the direction of the treatment 
supervisor you will be responsible for proactively and 
efficiently completing lice treatments. Fish husbandry 
experience, would be an advantage in, ensuring best practice for 
fish welfare, equipment and safety standards.  Applicants will be 
required to work a continental shift pattern. As this position 
will require travel to other sites, a full clean driving licence is 
essential, along with a flexible, independent approach to enable 
support across our site teams. 

 
  

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH 
Tel: 01499 600 430 
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017 

Net Washing Operative 
 South Region 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 

 

We are also recruiting for a Net Washing Operative to join our 
Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
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Tel: 01499 600 430 
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
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We are also recruiting for a Net Washing Operative to join our 
Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Marine Operatives
Isle of Gigha

Salary: up to £20,163 plus overtime at enhanced rate

We are recruiting Marine Operatives for our sites on the Isle of Gigha.

Applicants will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience of working in small teams. Duties will include all the 
day to day operations of the site including fish welfare, sampling, 
grading and moving of stock, site maintenance and boat handling. The 
successful applicant must be committed to high standards of Health & 
Safety and understand the importance of environmental issues.

Applicants must have good practical and problem solving skills and 
ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming experience would 
be useful, but not essential as training will be provided. A full clean 
driving licence is also essential for this position.

To request an application form/or detailed job 
specification, please use the contact details below.

Veronica Anderson
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Veronica.Anderson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date: 27 July 2018

Quantity Surveyor 
Due to our continued growth TSL are looking for 
an experienced QS to join their team in Oban. 
Working on construction and civil engineering 
projects you will have a good understanding 
of building contracts, compiling and agreeing 
valuations as well as fi nal accounts.
We are offering a competitive salary based 
on the successful candidates experience, a 
company vehicle or allowance, pension and 
the opportunity to work with one of Argyll most 
dynamic contractors.
For an informal chat about the position feel 
free to call our Commercial Manager David 
Stewart on 01631 569991. To apply submit 
your C.V.’s to D Stewart, TSL, McLeod 
Buildings, Lochavullin Rd, Oban by the 
27th July.

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/01010/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
installation of septic tank 
and formation of access

Land Adjacent To Morven 
(Plot 1) 
Cullipool 
Isle Of Luing 
Argyll And Bute

18/01011/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
installation of septic tank 
and formation of access

Land Adjacent To Morven 
(Plot 2) 
Cullipool 
Isle Of Luing 
Argyll And Bute

18/01395/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
and formation of vehicular 
access

Land West Of Kenmore 
Cottage (Plot 2) 
Bonawe 
Argyll And Bute

18/01428/PP Demolition of dwellinghouse 
and erection of replacement 
dwellinghouse

Stalkers Cottage Glenure 
Fasnacloich 
Appin 
Argyll And Bute 
PA38 4BJ

18/01242/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 
Ella Lane 
Tobermory 
Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute

18/01471/PP Erection of stone plinth with 
commemorative Victoria 
Cross paving stone

Triangle Of Land At 
Intersection Of King Street 
And Crown Street 
Portnahaven 
Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils 
website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (ALBERT ROAD, OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2018
On Monday 16th July 2018, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive 
or cause or permit to be driven any motor vehicle on the entire length 
of Albert Road, Oban (No.29) extending from its junction with Craigard 
Road (No.28) northwards to its junction with Dalriach Road (No.11).
The restriction imposed by this Order which is required to allow essential 
works to be carried out will be effective when indicated by signs from 
0001 hours on the 30th of July to 2359 hours on the 8th of October 
2018, or until the works are complete, whichever is the earlier.
Exceptions will apply to (a) a vehicle being used in an emergency for 
fire brigade ambulance, police or coastguard purposes;(b) a vehicle being 
used for carrying out the works;(c) a vehicle requiring access to and from 
affected properties; or (d) a vehicle being used by Argyll and Bute Council 
for the collection of domestic waste.
Diversion routes will be signed in an appropriate manner.
Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A85 TRUNK ROAD (TAYNUILT) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON 
USE OF ROAD) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffic on that length 
of the A85 Tyndrum – Oban Trunk Road from a point 100 metres 
or thereby southeast of its junction with the B845 road to Taynuilt 
Station in a northwestwards direction to a point 100 metres or 
thereby northwest of the said B845 junction, a distance of 200 
metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the holding of the Taynuilt 
Highland Games Parade 2018 and to enable members of the public to 
watch this event will be in operation from 21st July 2018 until 22nd 
July 2018. The Order does not apply to vehicles while being used in 
an emergency for fire service, coastguard, ambulance or police 
purposes or to acts done with the permission or upon the direction 
of a police constable in uniform.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
An alternative route for traffic during the prohibition is not required 
as restrictions on the trunk road will only be in operation for a short 
period during these times.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-orders/ 
?roadorderregion=1291 
For information about roadworks on motorways and  
trunk roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
S P DAVIES 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/03165/FUL

18/03204/FUL

18/03230/FUL

18/03140/FUL

18/03131/FUL

18/03072/TPNO

18/02990/FUL

18/03133/FUL

18/03110/FUL

18/03243/FUL

18/03157/FUL

Residential 
Accommodation
Onich Hotel, Fort William

Breacan-Beithe
Spean Bridge

Land 170M NE Of 
Schoolhouse, Isle Of Rum

29 Locheil Road
Inverlochy, Fort William

Corran Bunkhouse
Onich, Fort William

Land 15M NW Of Corner 
Cottage, Acharacle

Land 140M NE Of Quality 
Cottage East, Arisaig

Mill Cottage, Clovullin
Ardgour, Fort William

Land 2400M NW Of 
Ardechive Cottage
Achnacarry
Spean Bridge

4 Guisach Terrace
Corpach
Fort William

Roadside Verge
Adjacent To Mountain 
Rescue Centre
Ballachulish

Siting of four self-contained 
accommodation pods

Erection of dwelling (Amendment to 
17/05487/FUL)

Siting of 5 No temporary 
accommodation units 
(retrospective)

Proposed alterations to craft room 
to provide residential annexe

Alterations, introduction of Dormers 
to Existing Roof

Erection of 10m high smart 
streetworks pole, installation of 
metering cabinet  

Erection of 12.5m high 
telecommunications pole with 
antennas, satellite dish on 2.7m 
pole and equipment cabinets within 
fenced compound

Proposed Change of Use from 
holiday letting unit to permanent 
residential use

Construction of a run of river hydro 
scheme, including intake, buried 
pipeline, turbine house, outfall, grid 
connection & access tracks

Section 42 to remove condition 1 
(Erection of a 1.8m high screen 
fence) of Planning Permission 
17/01080/FUL

Erection of 9.15m high smart 
metering pole, installation of 
metering equipment

First Registration 
of a Croft

Janet Stewart has 
registered their croft 
174 Newton Ardtoe, 
Ardnamurchan and Sunart 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 14, 
2019
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5210.

Argyll and Bute Council

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997,  
as amended

ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2)  
OF THE MAKING OF A REVOCATION ORDER 

or MODIFICATION ORDER
Planning Permissions 1) for the Erection of Dwellinghouse – 

Amended Proposal to 03/02257/DET  
at Land North of The Fishing Gate, Isle of Coll and 2) for 
the Erection of Dwellinghouse with 2 ancillary bedroom 
annexes (Pods), Shed and installation of septic tank and 

treatment plant, at Land North of The Fishing Gate,  
Isle of Coll, Argyll and Bute 

REFERENCE NUMBERS: 05/01770/DET and 16/02762/PP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997 to revoke the above planning permissions.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the 
occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion 
will be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish 
Ministers, Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 
2H (South), Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than 
16th August 2018.
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue 
of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 on 30th August 2018 without being confirmed by 
The Scottish Ministers.
Date 16th August 2018
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law,  
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid



� e Oban Times
Thursday 19 July 201868  

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

MOBILITYCHIMNEY SWEEP

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

STATIONERY

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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OBAN BLINDS

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Private sales free listings for items under £100

PERSONAL

Happy 21st Birthday to

AMY LEIGH BOYCE
All our love from Mum, Dad, Elaine

and all the family xxx
All our love from Mum, Dad, Elaine

and all the family xxx

Antiques and 
Collectables
RARER LARGE VINTAGE 
SYLVAC  C 1930”s 8 inch sit-
ting green terrier #1379. Full 
impressed markings on base. 
Immaculate condition, £55 
Telephone 01687 450372.

Baby Equipment
MOTHERCARE BED 
GUARD extending bed guard, 
hardly used, £10 Telephone 
01852 300240.

MOTHERCARE SOLO CAR 
SEAT red/black, hardly used, 
£20 Telephone 01852 300240.

Building / DIY
JOINER’S LASER JIGSAW, 
boxed, never used,  £15 
Telephone 01880 820860 
Tarbert area.

REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

WEST HIGHLAND TYPE 
SLATES, quantity of West 
Highland type slates for sale,  
£99 Telephone 07770 623486.

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
CARAVAN CABLE 25m or-
ange caravan / camping 
hook up extension lead ca-
ble with 16 amp blue plug and 
socket. Good condition, £10 
Telephone 07906 368545 or 
01631 710078.

CARAVAN STEP heavy-du-
ty caravan / motor home 
step in perfect condition,  £7 
Telephone 07906 368545.

FOLDING DOG KENNEL 
Fiamma folding dog kennel 
for medium dog (55 x 45 x 75 
cm) - large side windows with 
mosquito net & carry case. 
As new, £18 Telephone 07906 
368545.

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
DRESS KILT JACKET & 
WAISTCOAT bought in 
Chalmers in Oban. Worn 
only twice. Size 40R, £95 
Telephone 01546 602563.

KILT MACGREGOR (RED) 
and dress jacket (38” chest) 
with all accessories, £90 
Telephone 01631 563842.

TWEED KILT JACKET (38” 
chest), as new, £60 Telephone 
01631 563842.

Computers and 
Games
ACER ASPIRE E15 LAPTOP 
as new, hardly used, includes 
shoulder bag and extras. Call 
Mike, £200 ono Telephone 
01631 565750 or 07881 
757033².

Domestic Pets
BEAUTIFUL COCKER 
SPANIELS 2 golden girls 1 
Black girl 1 Black boy.Viewing 
from 28 July. Available from 
11 August. Microchipped, 1st 
vaccination. Strachur,  £600 
Telephone 07929883762 or  
07885898878².

Furniture
2 BEDSIDE TABLES light oak 
veneer, 1 drawer, excellent 
condition, 4w45cm x h63cm 
xd 39cm, buyer collects,  £30 
Telephone 01546 602622.

CHEST OF DRAWERS light 
oak veneer, 5 drawers, excel-
lent condition, w100cm xh-
100cm xd45cm, buyer col-
lects,  £40 Telephone 01546 
602622.

ERCOL VINTAGE DARK 
WOOD TABLE with a few 
blemishes to the top but still 
lovely table, £45 Telephone 
07766 421169.

ERCOL VINTAGE DRESSER 
a lovely dark wood dresser 
with shelves at the top and a 
cupboard below, very good 
condition with only slight 
mark on top,  £85 Telephone 
07766 421169.

MAHOGANY SIDEBOARD, 
£140 Telephone 01631 
770647².

SMALL DOUBLE BED 4� , as 
new, plus two round bedside 
tables complete with circular 
cover (free),  £95 Telephone 
01855 831309².

Garden
2 BLACK PLASTIC RAISED 
BEDS, 57x57x15cm and 
108x57x15cm/22.5x22.5x6” 
and 42.5x22.5x6, ideal for sal-
ads and vegetables, VGC, £15 
Telephone 01631 770631.

BOSCH SHREDDER - In 
good working order, this 
shredder has reverse facili-
ty for releasing jamming, £80 
Telephone 07934 491712.

BRIGGS & STRATTON SP470 
self propelled lawn mower. 
Good condition, recently ser-
viced with blades sharpened 
and cables replaced/adjusted. 
Reconditioned deck. Includes 
grass bag, £75 Telephone 
07801 352184.

HONDA STRIMMER/
BRUSHCUTTER UMK 
More powerful 35cc Honda 4 
stroke, d loop handle, recent 
service, excellent condition, 
runs and cuts very well. £400 
when new, £99 Telephone 
07801 352184.

RONSEAL PAINT SPRAYER 
including 2 - 5 litre contain-
ers of cedar fence paint, £12 
Telephone 01880 820860 
Tarbert area.

VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².

VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40, Telephone 01631 
564578².

VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various siz-
es from £90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

WHEELBARROW 85 litre, 
gardeners/builders, refur-
bished, £20 Telephone 07765 
503085 (Oban).

Garden Machinery
ELECTRIC HEDGE 
TRIMMER Florabest 
FHT600 B2, good condition, 
£20 Telephone 07765 503085 
(Oban).

HIGH HEDGE TRIMMER 
Florabest FHL900 B3, long 
reach, lightly used, £40 
Telephone 07765 503085 
(Oban).

Health and Fitness
YORK FITNESS ASPIRE 
2-in-1 exercise bike/cross 
trainer, hardly used, £35 
Telephone 01546 603245.

 Heating, Fires and Fireplaces

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC FIRE 
with opti� ame e� ect, choice 
of heat settings with real � ame 
e� ect, � ame e� ect can be used 
independently of heat.  Good 
condition, £90 ono Telephone 
01586 554380.

Hobbies and Crafts
MATERIAL all di� erent siz-
es and colours, £25 Telephone 
01631 564293.

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

Home 
Entertainment
16” COLOUR TV/ DVD 
MAINS/ BA Avtex Digital/ 
Analogue Colour TV/DVD 
suitable for caravan,  £30 
Telephone 07900 632271.

18.5 [47cm] TV/DVD Toshiba 
Colour TV/DVD combina-
tion, £30 Telephone 07900 
632271.

37” COLOUR TV Sony Bravia 
LCD digital , £40 Telephone 
07900 632271.

Indoor sports 
equipment
SMART WONDERCORE 
workout.Good condition, 
hardly used,  £50 Telephone 
01852 300240.

Leisure and 
Lifestyle
BOUYANCY AID, three 
Palm Universal PFD/bouy-
ancy aids, 15, only worn a few 
times,  £20 each Telephone 
01546 603245.

SUN LOUNGERS, 2 loungers 
in excellent condition, each 
having padded mattress,  £50 
Telephone 07934 491712.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring spec-
tacular photography of some 
of our most scenic lochs, riv-
ers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a pop-
ular gi�  for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 

Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, 
Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home o�  c-
es or as a gi� . Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 851868.

Marine
BOAT STEERING WHEEL 
small boat 6 spoke stainless 
steering wheel. Old but in 
very good condition. Usable 
to ornamental. Bargain at £50 
Telephone 01631 564578².

VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excel-
lent conditions. Usuable or 
ornamental. Bargain at £45 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Musical 
Instruments
SET OF BAGPIPES Robert 
Reid drones, Telephone 01397 
700404.

VINTAGE UPRIGHT 
PIANO a lovely piano, sol-
id wood, good condition, free 
to a good home, Telephone 
07766 421169.

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
BERETTA DT11 SHOOTING 
VEST Blue/silver, breathable 
mesh, suede front, as new, size 
large, includes Beretta shoul-
der recoil reducer, (new price 
92+18=£110),  £80 Telephone 
07801 352184.

Pet Accessories
DOG KENNEL MEDIUM 
strong plastic kennel for me-

dium dog 68 x 54 x 50cm in 
excellent condition, as new, 
£15 Telephone 07906 368545 
or 01631 710078.

Poultry
PULLETS brown, black or 
pure, ducks, also hen and duck 
sheds. Feeders and drinkers, 
Telephone 01470 572213.

Printing and 
Stationery
P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL, market your 
business e� ectively with pro-
fessionally designed leaf-
lets, posters and � yers from 
Krisp Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.

THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

Toys and Games
CHILDS SOLID PLAY 
KITCHEN and solid wood 
oval kitchen and sink unit 
with shelves and a place for 
hanging pans, a lovely piece 
of furniture, bought new £100 
Sell for £30 Telephone 07766 
421169.

PINTOY SHOP , a love-
ly wooden shop with shelves 
and counter, on Amazon for 
£60, comes with all food and 
learning resources till,  ex-
cellent, £25 Telephone 07766 
421169.

PINTOY WOODEN 
ROCKING HORSE a lovely 
wooden rocking horse, excel-
lent condition, £20 Telephone 
07766 421169.
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fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

GRADUATION

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

PIETERNEL BAAK
Graduated with a First Class Honours Degree Bachelor of 
Arts Fashion and Textile, Fashion Design at Gray’s School 

of Art, Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen. A former pupil 
of Spean Bridge Primary School

and Lochaber High School.

BIRTHS
MELLOR - On July 5 to Jodie 
(nee Whitehead) and Hamish, 
a son James Algernon (Algy)

DEATHS
WILSON - (Turri� ). 
Peacefully at home on 
Monday July 9, 2018, Norman 
Key Wilson, aged 90 years, 
(formerly of � e Howe, 
Forglen) loving husband of 
Violet Wilson and father 
to Anne Johnson and Mike 
Wilson. A funeral service 
was held in the Forglen Hall, 
Forglen on Tuesday July 17.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
COUGHLAN - Barbara, 
Denise, Debbie, Alan, Ali 
and Dan of the late Noel 
Coughlan, wish to express 
their heartfelt gratitude and 
thanks to family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
thoughtful kindness and 
support. Special thanks to 
Lorn Medical Centre, District 
nurses (earth’s angels), Rev 
Margaret Miller and Mr B 
Harvey for their comforting 
service and prayers, H Hoey 
Funeral Director and Laura 
Underwood (piper) and all 
� oral tributes, cards, tele-
phone calls, all those who 
came from near and far to pay 
their last respects. As a family 
we have been overwhelmed 
by such thoughtful kindness. 
Falls of Lora Hotel for their 
excellent purvey and retire-
ment collection for Marie 
Curies nurses £500.05. His 
presence we miss, but pre-
cious memories last forever.
FINDLAY - Alison and Ryan 
would like to thank all fam-
ily, friends, neighbours, work 
colleagues and Morrisons for 
their help and support and 
care shown to them since 
the sudden passing of John. 
A special thanks to Belford 
Hospital, Dr John Wallace, 
Tweeddale for their com-
passion, care and support. 
A special thanks to Jamie 
and Beth of McFall Funeral 
Directors for the e�  cient 
and comforting way they 
carried out the funeral ar-
rangements, Alyson Stewart 
for such a lovely ceremony 
of John’s life. � anks very 
much to the Queen’s Own 
Highlanders and the Royal 

British Legion for their Guard 
of Honour. John would have 
been so proud. � anks to the 
Railway Club for the catering 
and � nally thanks to all who 
came to pay their last respects 
and who generously donated 
£494.30 towards Ward 1, 
Belford Hospital. 
MACNICOL - Anne and 
all the family would like 
to express their sincere 
appreciation for the many 
expressions of sympathy and 
generosity shown to them 
following the sad loss of Iain. 
Special thanks to those on the 
hill with Iain; air ambulance 
crew; Belinda Braithwaite for 
her very � tting tribute; all at 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors; Anne and her team 
from the Rumblin’ Tum and 
all those who helped facilitate 
the private burial. � anks 
also to all those who travelled
from near and far to pay 
their respects and gave so 
generously the sum of £1,520, 
which will be split between 
Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance and Bloodwise.
McCRACKEN  - Maureen 
(Morean) McCracken nee 
Watson - � e family of the 
late Morean McCracken 
would like to thank most sin-
cerely all relatives and friends 
for the kind expressions of 
sympathy extended to them 
in their recent bereavement, 
and for attendance by so 
many at the funeral. Special 
thanks to Rev Lyn Peden 
for a beautiful service. Our 
grateful appreciation to all at 
Co-op Funeralcare in Lady 
Lane, in particular Gary 
Elliot and Lynda Kennea, for 
professional handling of ar-
rangements. Finally, heartfelt 
thanks to all the sta�  in Ward 
32 of the RAH maternity unit 
for the care given to Morean. 
� ank you also for the gen-
erous donations for Accord 
Hospice.

MEMORIAMS
DOHERTY - In loving mem-
ory of my dear friend Gerry, 
who passed away July 20, 2014. 
� ough life goes on without 
you, it will never be the same.
- Mary

HAMILL - In everlasting 
memory of Margaret Hamill, 
who passed away July 23, 2014, 
much loved mum and nanna.
So� ly in the morning you 
heard a gentle call
You took the hand God o� ered 
you and quietly le�  us all
Loved and missed always.
- Isobel, Nicholas and Ryan.
LARKIN - In loving memory 
of my beloved wife Jean, who 
died July 20, 1998.
� e ones we love don’t go away
� ey walk beside us every day.
- Frank.
LARKIN - In loving memory 
of our dear mother and nanny 
Jean, who died July 20, 1998.
Sadly missed.
- Sheila, Flora and Karen.
MACDONALD - 
Remembering Caroline 
passed away July 20, 2015.
Your life is a beautiful 
memory
Your absence a silent grief.
- Ken, Iona and Catherine.
MACDONALD - May the 
winds of heaven blow so� ly,
And whisper in your ear,
How much we love and miss 
you, and wish that you were 
here. Our precious girl Kayla 
Mary MacDonald, we love 
and miss you so much every 
day, lots of love mum, dad, 
Ruairidh and Ronnie.
MACDONALD - Kayla Mary,
� e most beautiful 
precious girl ever
so sadly taken away 
No words can ever say
How much I love
and miss you every day.
Love you always. 
- Gaga x
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
grand-daughter Kayla, taken 
from our midst far too soon, 
died July 23, 2017 aged 8 years.
No words can describe the pain 
that we felt on that Sunday 
when Jesus had called you
Our beautiful grand-daughter 
whom we cherished and loved 
now an angel in heaven above
Till we meet again our beloved
Forever in our hearts and 
thoughts.
- Inserted by her sorrowing 
Granny and Pappa, Tiree.
MACDONALD - Very special 
memories of our precious grand-
daughter  x Kayla x (our girl)
“You’re one of heavens angels 
now a perfect little star 

And when you shine the world 
can see how beautiful you are
May you � y with magic wings 
on clouds so so�  and white
May your heart be joyful and 
your days be bathed in light 
And though our hearts are bro-
ken and your life was far too 
short. We thank you, sweetest 
angel for the happiness you 
brought”. We will never ever 
forget you darling girl.
Grampa and Lorraine xxxx xxxx
MACDONALD - Loving 
memories of our gorgeous 
niece Kayla “We thought of 
you with love today but that 
is nothing new. We thought 
about you yesterday and 
the days before that too. We 
think of you in silence and 
o� en speak your name. All 
we have are memories and 
your pictures in a frame. Your 
memory is our keepsake with 
which we will never part. God 
has you in his keeping and we 
have you in our hearts”
Love you Kayla.
- Uncle Ewen, auntie Caitlin 
and uncle William xx xx xx xx
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of our beautiful 
niece and cousin Kayla, taken 
far too soon on July 23, 2017.
We hide our tears when we 
say your name, but the pain 
in our hearts is still the same.
Beautiful Princess up above, 
we’re remembering you 
always with all our love.
Big Dougie, Diane, Lauren 
and Wee Dougie xxxx
MACDONALD - 
Remembering today and every 
day our beloved grand-niece 
Kayla, who died so young on 
July 23, 2017 aged 8 years.
Gentle Jesus up above
Please give our Kayla all our 
love, forever in our thoughts
- Inserted by Magga, Tearlach, 
Lachie and Sandra.
MACKICHAN - In loving 
memory of my much beloved 
and adored husband Cameron, 
who passed away on July 24, 2014. 
Dearly loved father, step-father, 
grandad and great-grandad.
Every day in some small way
I miss you more than words can say
In my heart you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day.
- Your loving wife Ann.

PROSSER - In loving mem-
ory of our dear dad, grandad 
and great-grandad George, 
who died on July 13, 2002.
� inking back as we o� en do
We treasure the memories we 
have of you
Forever loved and missed.
- Betty and all the family xx
SWAINSON - Cherished 
memories of a precious daddy 
Tony Swainson.
Back in mammy’s arms

Heavenly father hear our prayer
Guide our daddy with tender care
Love him in heaven
As we did at home
� e dearest daddy this world 
could hold
You always had a smile to share
Time to give and time to care
A loving nature kind and true
Is the way we’ll remember you.
Please take care of Paul daddy.
Love and miss you so much.
- Jacqueline and Marie xxx.

Call 
01631 

568000
Celebrate 

your 
Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT£24
First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work 

a� er study.
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THOUGHT 
for the weekObituary: Marion Seonag 

Graham Morison

Seonag Morison, the founder of Home-Start Lorn, known a� ectionately as ‘the 
jam lady’ for her tireless fundraising.

Next to my front gate in Fort 
William stands a very large pine 
tree.

Every evening, it seems to be the 
gathering place for most of the 
sparrows in Lochaber. � ousands 
gather together to roost. Clouds of 
sparrows will swoop down onto the 
grass or a path and, at the slightest 
start, they all rise together into the 
security of their tree.  Late in the 
evening, the noise they make is 
deafening.

In an area with no shortage of 
trees, why do thousands of birds 
gather in the same one? I’m no 
ornithologist, but I imagine they 
feel there is safety in numbers.

One sparrow is an easy target for 
a predator, but thousands gathered 
together pose more of a challenge.

By day they scatter and go their 
separate ways, but in the evening 
the security of a large group draws 
them back.

Isn’t faith like that? Most of the 
time, we get on with our own lives, 
putting our own faith into practice 
by our lives and the choices we 
make.

But sometimes we also need 
the strength and the security of 
others. We want family and friends 
around for times of celebration and 
sadness. People of faith need others 
who will share their journey.

Jesus said: ‘Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name I 
will be there in their midst.’

Gathering together matters. It 
is where we lend our strength to 
others, and in turn gain strength 
and encouragement from them. 
We are not called to gather only 
with those who share all our views 
or even with people, all of whom 
we like.

But just as my neighbouring 
� ock of sparrows � nd security in 
each other, so we also need times 
to gather with others also on a 
journey of faith. Together we o� en 
� nd, unexpectedly, that Christ is in 
the middle of our gathering.

Reverend Richard Baxter, Fort 
William: Duncansburgh MacIntosh 

and Kilmonivaig Parish Churches

‘My words could never de-
scribe the incredible person 
Seonag was,’ says Home-
Start Lorn’s manager Aileen 
Binner. 

‘Seonag was the inspiration 
and the energy behind the 
establishment of Home-Start 
Lorn.

‘It was probably around 
1986 that Seonag � rst ap-
proached the local health 
visitor because she had some 
spare time on her hands, 
and she realised there were 
a few parents with young 
children around who had no 
extended family in the area. 
She thought she could be a 
‘granny’ to them.

‘She did a bit of research 
– before the days of google 
– and discovered an organ-
isation called Home-Start, 
which o� ered exactly what 
she had been thinking about. 

‘In 1988 funding was in 
place and Home-Start Lorn 
became a reality.

‘Seonag supported many, 
many families over the years, 
until just before her 80th 
birthday, when ill-health 
meant she didn’t have quite 
enough energy to chase a� er 
a toddler.

‘However, Seonag was tire-
less in her e� orts to ensure 
there was always enough 
funding to keep the organi-
sation going – her homemade 
jam became her trademark 
at every local fundraising 
event, and people sought 
out the Home-Start stall for 
Seonag’s jam. Seonag was a 
familiar sight out bramble 
picking.

‘She continued to make her 
famous jam right up until 
she moved to be closer to her 
family a few years ago.

‘Seonag was much loved 
and greatly respected by 
all of us in Home-Start 
Lorn and the many parents 
and children she has been 
involved with over the years.’

Born in Helensburgh in 
1921, Seonag joined the Red 
Cross as a nurse during the 
Second World War. 

‘� e hotel at Garelochhead 
was turned into a hospital so 
I worked there,’ she told � e 
Oban Times in 2015.

‘I went to university at 
St Andrews and studied 
Philosophy, but I wanted 
to be a social worker, so I 
studied Social Science at 
Edinburgh University. A� er 
that I took a Mental Health 
course at the London School 
of Economics.’

In 1947, Seonag married 
husband, Charlie, who was in 
the navy at the time, but later 
trained as a civil engineer.

� e couple went on to have 
four children – Tony, Iain, 
Colin and Sheila – who all 
followed in their father’s 
footsteps and became civil 
engineers. Sadly, Sheila 
died in a plane accident in 
Australia when she was 37.

Seonag and Charlie 
lived and worked mainly 
in England and bought a 
house in Appin to use for 
holidays. But they liked the 
area so much they decided 
to retire here and settled 
down to enjoy life in the local 
community.

When Charlie died in 1983, 
Seonag devoted herself to 
her voluntary work. She 
formed the Lorn branch of 
Home-Start, and was heavily 
involved with the Natural 
Childbirth Trust.

‘I was always interested 
in the relationship between 
mothers and children so de-
cided to start the Home-Start 
scheme here,’ she explained. 

‘Volunteers help to support 
young families with children 
under � ve, rather like a par-
ent would do. 

‘For instance, if the mother 
has to go out, the volunteer 
will look a� er the children 
until she gets back.’

Seonag received a special 
certi� cate when she celebrat-
ed 25 years with the charity, 
honouring her work as in-
stigator, founder member, 
volunteer, trustee and sup-
porter. She was also named 
Volunteer of the Year in 
2004 by the Argyll and Bute 
Volunteer Centre in Oban 
and was presented with an 
engraved silver plaque.

Fondly known in Appin 
and the wider community as 
‘the jam lady’, Seonag made 
thousands of jars of jam and 
marmalade for charity, par-
ticularly to help Home-Start 
and the Natural Childbirth 
Trust.

She also ran the Appin 
playgroup for 20 years, was 
an enthusiastic member of 
the local art club, enjoyed 
Scottish country dancing, 
and made countless pots of 
soup for the Lunch Club in 
Port Appin which she regu-
larly attended.

Members paid tribute to 
Seonag’s tireless work for the 
local community and beyond 
when she moved to the south 
of England to live near her 
son, Tony, and daughter-in-
law, Sue, in Wiltshire. 

‘She didn’t let her age stand 
in the way of anything she 
wanted to do,’ one said.

Seonag passed away 

peacefully in her sleep at 
Fitzwarren House, Swindon, 
on June 22 a� er a short 
illness at the age of 97.

A funeral service will be 
held for Seonag at Appin 
Parish Church on July 26 
starting at 12.30pm, followed 
by a reception at the Creagan 
Inn, Appin. 

Donations to Lorn Home-
Start rather than � owers 
please.

Tributes have been paid to the 
‘incredible’ Seonag Morison, 
the founder of Home-Start 
Lorn who died aged 97 last 
month, for her tireless work 
for the local community.
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Kilmallie pick up the silverware

The victorious Kilmallie team with the Balliemore Cup. Photograph: Neil Paterson

Scotland under-17
squad named
The Scotland U17 squad has been con�rmed for the 
2018 tour of Ireland.

The annual tour, which has been taking place for 
more than 20 years, sees the elite shinty players, 
many of whom attended the previous year’s National 
Development Camp, make up the squad. 

Oban Camanachd pair Cameron Sutherland and 
Daniel MacCuish retain their places and there is a �rst 
call up for their 15-year-old teammate Daniel Sloss. 
Kilmallie’s Calum MacDougall and Fort William’s Lewis 
Clark are included again and there are also debuts for 
Lachie Shaw, Ryan Boyle and Victor Smith; all from Fort 
William.  Bute’s Ryan Craig also wins a place.
Squad:
Calum MacDougall – Kilmallie
Lachie Shaw – Fort William
Ryan Boyle – Fort William
Ruaraidh MacLeod – Skye Camanachd
Daniel MacCuish – Oban Camanachd
Connor Gilpin – Skye Camanachd
Ryan Craig – Bute
Kieran MacPherson – Kingussie
Alexander Michie – Kingussie
Daniel Sloss – Oban Camanachd
Finlay Robertson – Glenurquhart
Ruaridh Anderson – Kingussie
William MacKinnon – Boleskine
Victor Smith – Fort William
Cameron Sutherland – Oban Camanachd
Roddy Young – Kingussie
Lewis Clark – Fort William

The squad leaves on Sunday July 22 and plays an 
opening game against County Meath U17 the follow-
ing day. The annual meeting with Dublin U17 takes 
place at Parnell Park on Tuesday 24 2018 July with the 
squad returning home the day after.

Results from the club championship third round 
Scratch/Handicap played on July 15 at Taynuilt golf 
club - 1 Andy Ronald 68-6=62; 2 Donald MacVicar 
69-6=63;  3 Robert MacLarty 75-12=63;  4 Allan Stewart 
76-13=63.

GOLF

Results from Taynuilt

Oban Camanachd are pipped at the post by Lovat

Oban Camanachd travelled to Kiltarlity to take on Lovat and came back home on the wrong end of a narrow 2-1 scoreline. 
Our picture shows Lewis Tawse celebrating after netting his team’s equaliser. Photographs: Donald Cameron

Camanachd’s Daniel Cameron shields the ball from 
Lovat’s Greg Matheson. The Oban side’s keeper Cammy Sutherland in action.

FOOTBALL

Star man signs
for Queens Park

Young Lochgilphead Red Star footballer Kieran 
Moore has signed for Scottish League Division Two 
side Queens Park. Kieran is pictured signing on the 
dotted line with his proud dad Dougie and Queens 
Park manager Gus MacPherson. Kieran scored a 
record 61 goals for Red Star last season.
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WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 19, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.37 1.2 10.25 3.1 
 16.36 1.0 22.33 3.2
Fri 05.35 1.4 11.34 2.9 
 17.32 1.3 23.39 3.0
Sat 06.41 1.6 12.54 2.9 
 18.33 1.5  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.08 2.9 07.57 1.6 
 14.04 2.9 19.42 1.6
Mon 02.30 2.9 09.07 1.6 
 15.01 3.1 20.56 1.6
Tues 03.28 3.0 09.59 1.5 
 15.47 3.2 22.00 1.5
Wed 04.09 3.2 10.40 1.4 
 16.28 3.4 22.48 1.4             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Cloudy
Gentle breeze from
the west south west
Temperatures 
12°C to 17ºC.
Friday 
Light rain in the morning
Gentlre breeze from
the west
Temperatures 
12°C to 17ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Gentle Breezy from the
west south west
Temperatures 
13ºC to 17  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

17

16

Kilmallie pick up the silverware

A big cheer from � ve-month-old Jack MacDonald as his 
Dad, Liam, captained the Kilmallie side while he and Mum 
Lesley watched the excitement. Photograph: Iain Ferguson.

Kilmallie’s biggest fan James Russell delighted to get a 
shot of the cup after the match. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 

Kilmallie strip sponsor Michael Bowman takes a sel� e with 
player Ian Robertson.  Photograph: iain Ferguson

Oban Camanachd travelled to Kiltarlity to take on Lovat and came back home on the wrong end of a narrow 2-1 scoreline. 
Our picture shows Lewis Tawse celebrating after netting his team’s equaliser. Photographs: Donald Cameron

Lorne Dickie, No 11, congratulates Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish 
on his opening goal for the visitors.

Willie Neilson nearly gets one on the chin from Lovat’s Lorne 
MacKay. 
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SHOOTING

GOLF

Dalmally Golf Club ladies’ captain Ann Colthart, 
second from the left is pictured with Lily McKay, 
Janet Buchanan, Maud Marshall, Ann Munro and 
Caroline Manson.

On Wednesday July 11, Ann Colthart hosted yet 
another very successful Lady Captain’s Day at Dalmally 
Golf Club. The rain held o� and the course was in very 
playable condition. 

The Greensome Stableford game was hotly con-
tested, with the lead taken by Wilma Frew and Maud 
Marshall on 44pts, Janet Buchanan and Ann Munro on 
35pts and Lily McKay and Caroline Manson on 30pts.

The hospitality at a clubhouse dinner afterwards 
was excellent and enjoyed by both players and social 
members who raised just over £200 for the Dalmally 
Community Garden and Arrochar Senior Citizens, 
the latter in recognition of the contribution of a loyal 
group of Arrochar-based members who have support-
ed the club for over 10 years.

Lady Captain’s Day
at Dalmally golf club

Lochgilphead Kyokushinkai Karate water benders
�e Lochgilphead Kyokush-
inkai Karate Club held 
their annual beach training 
session on Saturday June 28 
at Kilmory Knap.

In all the years the club 
has been doing it, this was 
the best weather it has had, 
as everyone had a great day 
training in and out of the 

water. �e training was fol-
lowed by the club’s annual 
barbecue at club instructor 
Iain Rodgers’ house.

Anyone thinking of taking 

up karate should contact 
Iain Rodgers on 07584 
166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk

Members of the Kyokushinkai karate club at their beach training camp.

Big shots in action
Glendaruel and Colintraive 
Gun Club held the July open 
shoot on Saturday July 7 in 
lovely sunny conditions. 
 Twenty �ve guns took part 
in this competition.
 �e standard of shooting 

Left to right: Alan Brown, Donnie MacPhail, Amanda Anderson, Ted Blakeway and Gordon Gri�ths. 

throughout the day was very 
high.

Excellent
High gun for the day was 

Donnie McPhail, Glendaruel, 
on an excellent 148 out of 150. 
Second was Ted Blakeway, 

Glendaruel, on 146. �ird 
was Alan Brown, Bute, on 
144. Fourth equal were John 
Gilchrist, Campbeltown, 
and Gordon Gri�ths, 
Garelochhead, on 143.

�e ladies’ prize went 

to Amanda Anderson, 
Tighnabruaich, and best local 
other than high gun was won 
by Ted Blakeway.

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre made the cut in the 
Italian Challenge held at the Molas Resort Golf Club in 
Sardinia last week.

Robert �nished in joint 48th place with rounds of 68, 
72, 70 and 69 to �nish on �ve under par.

The event was won by Sweden’s Sebastian Soderberg 
who carded rounds of 64, 67, 71 and 65 to �nish 17 
under par and lift the �rst prize of 48,000 euros.

The Challenge Tour moves on to France for Le 
Vaudreul Golf Challenge starting on July 19.

MacIntyre makes the 
cut in Sardinia 
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Susie Wolff to head up 
Venturi’s Formula E team
Oban’s very own racing sen-
sation, Susie Wol�, has been 
appointed team principal of 
Venturi Formula E team.

Susie, who is married to 
Toto Wol�, team principal 
and CEO of Mercedes AMG 
Petronas F1 team, retired as 
a professional driver in 2015, 
was awarded an MBE last 
year for services to women 
in sport. Her charity, Dare to 
be Di�erent, encourages and 
helps women working in, or 
want to launch a career in 
motor sport.

Susie will be in charge of 
Venturi’s preparations in the 
lead up to the ABB Formula 
E Championship, set to begin 
in December this year in 
Saudi Arabia.

Formula E is the Formula 
1 of electric powered racing.

Speaking about her new 
role, Susie said: ‘When I de-
cided to stop as a profession-
al driver in 2015, I knew that 

I wanted to continue with 
the challenge of competitive 
racing, just not behind the 
wheel.

‘You can’t just switch o� 
your competitive instincts 
when you stop driving and 
that determination and 
desire to achieve still burn 
brightly inside me.

‘I took time to carefully 
decide the right direction 
for that challenge and I have 
now found the perfect next 
step, with the opportunity to 
become both a shareholder 
and Team Principal of 
Venturi Formula E Team.

‘I’m really looking forward 
to working with Gildo Pastor  
who is rightly recognised 
as a pioneer in electric au-
tomobiles and who saw the 
potential of the series from 
the very beginning.

‘He has built a strong team 
that has earned its place on 
the Formula E grid and fea-

tures many talented people 
who I’m excited to work with.

‘Formula E is the perfect 
environment for this step 
into team management: it 
is full of potential, breaking 
the mould for traditional 
racing series, and the series 
is enjoying an exciting phase 
of expansion at the moment.

‘I can’t wait to begin this 
next chapter in my racing 
career and to tackle all of the 
challenges ahead.’

Gildo Pastor, CEO of the 
Venturi Formula E team 
said:  ‘I am delighted to wel-
come Susie on board as Team 
Principal and shareholder. 

‘Her energy and expertise 
will help us to grow by 
strengthening the team and 
introducing a new approach 
to management. 

‘�anks to her personal ex-
perience Susie takes a unique 
strategic view of the team, 
the championship and motor 
racing in general. 

‘She will certainly lead the 
Venturi Formula E Team to 
the top. Her desire to become 
a shareholder illustrates an 
unwavering commitment 
which warms my heart. 
Venturi and the Venturi 
Formula E Team are proud 
to welcome Susie at a key 
moment in the history of the 
group.’

Oban-born Susie, whose 
parents John and Sally 
Stoddart still stay in Oban, 
will be based in Venturi’s 
Monaco headquarters.

Susie retired a�er reaching 
the position of development 
test driver for Williams 
Formula 1 team.

Before that, she spent seven 
years racing in the DTM 
touring car championship 
with Mercedes-Benz.

Susie Wol� is the new team principal of the Venturi Formula E team.

Susie pictured with Gildo Pastor, CEO of the Venturi 
Formula E team. 

Susie in her racing days as a development driver for Williams F1.
Susie with husband Toto along with mum Sally and dad John when she received her MBE 
in 2017.
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Kilmallie defeat Mid Argyll 
to lift the Balliemore Cup

Kilmallie captain Liam Macdonald with the Liberty British Aluminium Balliemore Cup. Photo: Neil Paterson

Newtonmore reached the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup semi-
� nal, Lovat made progress in the 
Marine Harvest Premiership and 
Kilmallie li� ed the Liberty British 
Aluminium Balliemore Cup follow-
ing the shinty action on Saturday 
July 14.

Liberty British 
Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup � nal
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
Kilmallie 3
Kilmallie li� ed the Liberty British 
Aluminium Balliemore Cup with a 
3-2 victory over Glasgow Mid Argyll 
at An Aird.

Kilmallie took the lead on 37 
minutes. An Innes Blackhall corner 
from the Kilmallie right came in 
on goal and GMA keeper Robert 
Dunnings turned the ball away 
with his caman. � e ball fell for 
Michael Rodger on the Kilmallie 
le�  and he struck the ball on the half 
volley. Keeper Dunnings made a 
magni� cent save, diving full-length 
to his le�  but the GMA defence were 
unable to scramble the rebound 
away and Calum MacDougall took 
advantage to score from close in. 

However, Calum Mclay ensured 
the sides would go into the break 
on level terms when he equalised on 
43 minutes. Mclay was played in by 
Garry Luke, just on the edge of the 
D, and he stroked the ball low past 
Shane Gillies, beating the keeper on 
his le�  side.

Innes Blackhall put Kilmallie back 
in front on 55 minutes when his 
shot from the right took a bounce, 
deceiving the keeper. 

Calum MacDougall got his second 
on 64 minutes. Liam MacDonald 
battled for possession against 
three GMA defenders wide on the 
Kilmallie le� . � e ball broke to Innes 
Blackhall who swept it into the D. 
Keeper Dunnings came o�  his line 
to save with his legs but MacDougall 
was quickly in to send the rebound 
into the net on his le�  side. 

It was an important goal as Garry 
Luke turned home a rebound on 71 
minutes to make it 3-2. 

As GMA pressed hard for a lev-
eller, veteran Iain Robertson was 
excellent at the back for Kilmallie. 

Kilmallie captain Liam 
MacDonald was presented with the 
Balliemore Cup in front of a delight-
ed Kilmallie support. 

Iain Kennedy was the match 
referee. 

Speaking a� er the � nal, Kilmallie 

manager Mark MacPherson said: 
‘We are just all over the moon fol-
lowing the win. � e players deserve 
this for all the hard work they put 
in, sacri� cing time away from their 
families to train and play. 

‘I must also say that the sponsor 
Liberty British Aluminium did us all 
proud with the evening reception. It 
was � rst class with the players from 
both sides all mixing well. 

‘Our focus now will just be on 
this Saturday’s league game with 
Inveraray so I don’t want to hear 
any talk of the Camanachd Cup tie 
against Newtonmore or anyone else. 
We’ll need to be at our best to beat 
Inveraray and that match will get 
our full attention.’ 

Tulloch Homes
Camanachd Cup 
– quarter-� nals
Kinlochshiel 2
Newtonmore 4
Newtonmore secured the remaining 
Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
semi-� nal spot when they beat 
Kinlochshiel 4-2 at Kirkton. 

Newtonmore got o�  to a good start 
and they looked in control from 
when Drew MacDonald gave them 
a 15th minute lead. MacDonald hit 
a low drive from 15 yards out which 
evaded keeper Scott Kennedy. 

Glen MacKintosh made it 2-0 on 
29 minutes and he followed that up 
four minutes later with a contender 
for goal of the season. With the ball 
bouncing towards MacKintosh, 
he knocked it round full back Paul 

MacRae before spinning the other 
way and then rounding the keeper 
and hitting the ball into the empty 
net to make it 3-0 half-time. 

Michael Russell added a fourth on 
66 minutes. Russell had by this time 
moved back to full centre. A ball was 
crossed in to the danger area and 
with Evan Menzies having tucked it 
to the full forward position, which 
le�  the back post area completely 
clear and Russell had plenty of time 
to set himself up before shooting 
goalwards. Keeper Kennedy got a 
touch but the pace of the ball took it 
into the net. 

� at made it 4-0 and the game was 
over as a contest. 

Newtonmore made a few changes 
and perhaps took their eye o�  the 
ball on a couple of occasions and 
’Shiel took advantage with Oliver 
MacRae on 70 minutes and John 
MacRae on 83 minutes making the 
� nal score 4-2. 

Newtonmore will now face 
Kilmallie in the � rst Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup semi-� nal at An 
Aird on Saturday July 28. Lovat 
and Kingussie meet in the second 
semi-� nal at the Bught Park a fort-
night later. Both semi-� nals will be 
broadcast live on BBC Alba. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Lovat 2
Oban Camanachd 1
Lovat drew level on points with 
league leaders Newtonmore and 
second placed Kinlochshiel a� er a 
double from substitute Lewis Tawse 

gave them a 2-1 win over Oban 
Camanachd at Balgate.

Lovat are proving to be a bit of a 
bogey team for the Oban side, win-
ning a number of recent  games by 
a 2-1 margin with their opponents 
deserving of at least a point but there 
was little sign of that when Andrew 
MacCuish gave Camanachd a ninth 
minute lead. � ey were playing 
against the wind when the ball broke 
to MacCuish, who took on a defend-
er before sending a back-hand strike 
into the corner of the net. 

Lovat’s best chance of a leveller 
came when Marc MacLachlan 
anticipated that the high ball would 
go over Scott MacKillop and he ran 
goalwards but was unable to connect 
with the ball properly.

� e � rst real threat on goal in the 
second half came from Malcolm 
Clark who struck a powerful shot 
from distance but Lovat keeper 
Stuart MacDonald did really well 
to save with his hand and he got the 
ball away before the lurking Andrew 
MacCuish could pro� t. 

Lovat brought on Lewis Tawse for 
� omas Fraser early in the second 
half and his introduction helped 
change the game. Tawse levelled on 
54 minutes but there was an element 
of fortune about the goal as a Lovat shy 
from around 40 yards out dropped 
into the danger area. � ere was a 
melee and Tawse hit a bouncing shot 
goalwards with his e� ort taking a 
de� ection. Oban Camanachd keep-
er Cameron Sutherland stretched 
low to try to keep the ball out with 
his hand but missed it. � e keeper 
turned to try to stop the ball going 
into the net but was unable to get it 

away and the ball seemed to cross 
the line in slow motion. 

Lovat’s Greg Matheson had the 
ball in the net on the hour but play 
was brought back as referee Archie 
Ritchie had just blown for an in-
fringement in Lovat’s favour.

Lewis Tawse looked really lively 
and he put Lovat ahead on 64 
minutes, hitting the ball home on 
the run. � e goal came from an 
Oban Camanachd shy taken by 
Garry Lord who had been marking 
Tawse. � e shy sliced away to Greg 
Matheson and he played in the un-
marked Tawse whose shot went high 
into the net with the keeper getting 
a touch with his caman but the ball 
skimmed into the net.

For all Oban Camanachd had 
dominated the � rst half and the 
opening minutes of the second half, 
Lovat were now right back in it.

Stuart MacDonald made a good 
save a couple of minutes later, using 
his body to keep out a point-blank 
Andrew MacCuish e� ort. 

� e Scotland goalie also did well to 
keep out a Daniel MacCuish e� ort, 
getting his hand to the ball and he 
also thwarted Willie Neilson.

A booking for Oban Camanachd’s 
Scott MacMillan means he will 
likely miss the forthcoming league 
meeting with Kingussie. However, 
Craig MacDougall should return 
this week. 

So it stays tight at the top of the ta-
ble although Lovat have now played 
12 matches while both Newtonmore 
and Kinlochshiel have completed 10 
games. 

Skye Camanachd 3
Lochaber 3
Lochaber came from 3-1 down to 
draw 3-3 with Skye Camanachd in 
their relegation four-pointer at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye got o�  to a great start, taking 
the lead a� er just three minutes. Skye 
won possession from a Lochaber shy 
and Ruaraidh MacLeod collected 
the ball on the le�  before surging 
forward and sending it across goal 
where James Pringle hit the ball on 
the run into the net.   

Stuart Callison, Shaun Nicolson 
and Callison again had e� orts on 
the Skye goal with home keeper 
Iain MacLeod equal to anything on 
target. 

Lochaber keeper Alistair 
MacDonald just got his right thigh 
to a James Pringle e� ort, turning the 
ball around the post and Skye’s Ally 
‘Cleodi’ MacLeod went close from 
the resultant for a corner. 

Despite Lochaber’s pressure, it 
was Skye who extended their lead a 
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup

MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results

Fixtures

Continued on page 78

Wednesday July 13
South Division One
Lochside 3 v 1 Taynuilt 

Saturday July 14
Camanachd Cup
third round 
Kinlochshiel 2 v 4 Newtonmore

Balliemore Cup Final
Glasgow MA 2 v 3 Kilmallie

Premiership 
Glenurquhart 2 v 3 Kingussie
Kyles Athletic 5 v 1 Caberfeidh
Skye 3 v 3 Lochaber
Lovat 2 v 1 Oban Camanachd

National Division
Inverness 1 v 3 Beauly 

North Division One
Aberdeen Uni 1 v 5 Newtonmore
Glengarry 4 v 5 Kingussie

South Division One
Col Glen 2 v 1 Tayforth
Kilmory 1 v 4 Inveraray
Ballachulish 0 v 1 Kyles Athletic
Bute 4 v 1 Aberdour  

North Division Two
Beauly P v P Lovat
Lovat unable to � eld a team,
points to Beauly
Boleskine 3 v 0 Inverness 
Lewis 4 v 3 Strathglass
Lochcarron 4 v 1 Lochaber
Caberfeidh 2 v 3 Strathspey

South Division Two
Bute P v P Strachur 
Tie to be rescheduled

Saturday July 21
Artemis Macaulay
Cup semi fi nal
Oban Caman v Kyles Athletic -3pm 
at Moss� eld Park, Oban
Lovat v Kinlochshiel  
at Braeview, Beauly

Marine Harvest Premiership
Lochaber v Glenurquhart
Caberfeidh v Kingussie - 3pm
Skye v Newtonmore

Marine Harvest
National Division
Fort William v Strathglass  
Glasgow MA v Inverness  
Kilmallie v Inveraray  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William v Aberdeen Uni - 3pm
Newtonmore v Glengarry  
Glenurquhart v Skye  

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Kilmory 
Lochside Rovers v Tayforth - Noon
Kyles Athletic v Bute 
Inveraray v Col Glen 

Marine Harvest 
North Divison 2
Boleskine  v Strathspey  
Caberfeidh v Strathglass - Noon
Lochaber v Kilmallie - Noon      

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll  v Bute - Noon
Strachur v Aberdour 

(All throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

Oban Camanachd’s Lorne Dickie and Lovat’s Craig Mainland in a race 
for the ball during last Saturday’s Marine Harvest Premiership match 
held at Kiltarlity. Photo: Donald Cameron 

minute before the break. Ruaraidh 
MacLeod sent the ball high into the 
net from a central position, � ring the 
ball over the keeper’s le�  shoulder. 
� e goal came following a Stewart 
Grant shy which Will Cowie played 
on to MacLeod and he � nished well.  

Lochaber made a change at the 
interval with Ben Delaney, making 
his � rst senior appearance of the 
season, taking over from his brother 
Danny at full forward. 

� e visitors made a lively start to 
the second period and they pulled 
a goal back on 48 minutes. Ryan 
Johnstone did well to get the ball 
forward to Ben Delaney and he 
found Shaun Nicolson, who made 
enough space to turn the ball home.   

Skye weathered the storm, though, 
and they had the chance to regain 
their two-goal cushion on 55 min-
utes when referee Martin MacLean 
penalised a ‘kick’ inside the D a� er 
Lochaber failed to clear a Stewart 
Grant free-hit which went low into 
the danger area. Will Cowie gave 
the keeper no chance, sending the 
penalty low into the net to make it 
3-1. 

Shaun Nicolson and Ben Delaney 
were causing the Skye defence 
problems and Stuart Callison set 
up a grandstand � nish when he 
made it 3-2 on 77 minutes. Findlay 
MacDonald won possession and 
sent the ball down the right to Ben 
Delaney. Shaun Nicolson gathered 
Delaney’s low cross and he slipped 
the ball to Callison, who thumped it  
home from a central position at the 
edge of the D.

When Brennan MacDonald 
brought down Will Cowie as he 
got away 20 yards from goal, the 
Lochaber man was shown the 
game’s only yellow card. However, 
Skye lost possession from the free-
hit and Lochaber broke forward. 
Findlay MacDonald passed to Ben 
Delaney, who picked out Conor 
Sweeney who crossed from the right. 
Shaun Nicolson shot goalwards and 
Iain MacLeod looked to have made a 
great save with his foot but the goal 
judged � agged, signalling that the 
keeper’s foot was o�  the ground and 
referee Martin MacLean pointed to 
the spot. � e pressure didn’t get to 
Shaun Nicolson as he sent the pen-
alty over the keeper’s right shoulder 
to make it 3-3. 

� ere was just enough time to 
restart the game and the Lochaber 
camp were the happier with the 
outcome. 

� e point was enough to take 
Skye o�  the bottom of the table on 
goal di� erence at Glenurquhart’s 
expense with the Glen having 
played three games more than the 
islanders. Lochaber were the main 
bene� ciaries, though, moving four 
points above the relegation zone 
having played two games more than 
Skye. 

Glenurquhart 2
Kingussie 3
A James Hutchison goal three minutes 
into stoppage time gave Kingussie 
a 3-2 win over Glenurquhart on a 
baking hot day at Blairbeg. 

� ere were few chances during 
the opening period, although there 
was a lot of good play around the 
mid� eld area. 

However, Fraser Heath broke the 
deadlock on 15 minutes when he 
received a good ball from Connor 
Golabek, who was already promi-
nent at full centre, and Heath turned 
his marker on the right before � ring 
a shot high past the helpless Craig 
Dawson in the Kingussie goal. 

Kingussie found an equaliser on 
19 minutes. Ruaridh Anderson did 
well as he took down a ball from 
Savio Genini and he slotted a neat 
pass to James Hutchison who un-
leashed an 18-yard shot which went 
low past the keeper at his le�  post to 
make it 1-1.   

� e Glen almost regained the 
lead on 23 minutes when Eddie 
Tembo collected a clearance on the 
Glen right and he hit a pass to the 
far side where Fraser Heath turned 
his man and played the ball across 
the Kingussie defence to Connor 
Golabek on the right and he hit a 
great shot which went by the keep-
er’s right post.

Kingussie went back on the attack 
and Alexander Michie played the 
ball forward from his own half. 
James Hutchison won possession, 
parrying the ball down to Rory 
MacGregor and he hit the ball 
on the half-volley from 20 yards. 
MacGregor’s low strike took a wick-
ed bounce in front of Glen keeper 
Stuart MacKintosh and went into 
the net o�  the goalie’s chest.    

Fraser Heath got his second to 
draw Glenurquhart level on 33 
minutes. Connor Golabek played 
the ball into the heart of the 
Kingussie defence where, � nding 
James MacPherson and he took the 
ball down before slipping it to Fraser 
Heath around 20 yards out and he 
drove the ball into the top corner of 
the net to make it 2-2. 

Kingussie created the � nal chance 
of the half. Referee John Angus 
Gillies awarded the visitors a free-
hit, penalising Lachie Smith for a 
push in the back on Fraser Munro 
around 20 yards from goal. Munro 
took the free-hit himself and he 
picked out James Hutchison, who 
sent a powerful shot by the keeper’s 
right post.     

Kingussie made two changes 
for the start of the second period 
with the experienced Lee Bain at 
buckshee back and youngster Roddy 
Young in attack both coming o�  the 
bench. 

It didn’t take Roddy Young long to 
make his mark and, on 51 minutes, 
he took the ball down and dribbled 
past a few defenders before seeing 
his shot de� ect o�  Lachie Smith’s 
caman for a corner.  

Kingussie created an opportunity 
on 57 minutes when Roddy Young 
made a good run down the right 
but he was taken down by Cameron 
MacKintosh as he headed towards 
goal. � e challenge earned the Glen 
defender a yellow card, taking one 
for the team.  

Ryan McWilliams gathered a 
clearance out of the Glen defence 

on 63 minutes and he beat a couple 
of players before sending a 20-yard 
shot narrowly wide of the keeper’s 
right post. 

� e Kings put a lot of pressure on 
the home defence during the last 
10 minutes of the match and, on 85 
minutes, Alexander Michie played a 
perfectly weighted pass to Ruaridh 
Anderson who shot goalwards but 
a diving Lachie Smith challenge 
de� ected the ball to safety.

� e winning goal came in the 
third minute of stoppage time. Rory 
MacGregor, by now back on the � eld, 
sent a pass from the le�  into the D 
where James Hutchison pounced to 
hit the ball past the keeper to make 
it 3-2. 

John Angus Gillies blew for time 
from the restart. 

� e win means Kingussie draw lev-
el on points with � � h-placed Oban 
Camanachd and they have a game 
in hand. � eir experience up front 
was invaluable with Fraser Munro 
and James Hutchison very pleasing 
on the eye at times, coupled with 
the youthful exuberance of Ruaridh 
Anderson and Roddy Young. 
Alexander Michie also played well 
in defence and then mid� eld. 

Kyles Athletic 5
Caberfeidh 1
Kyles Athletic returned to 
Tighnabruaich for the � rst time this 
season and they marked the occa-
sion with a 5-1 win over Caberfeidh. 

Kyles settled into the game with 
a goal on four minutes. � ere was 
a scramble in the goal area where 
Colin MacDonald fought for posses-
sion with Caberfeidh keeper Ewen 
Pilcher and defender Blair Morrison 
and it was actually Luke � ornton 
who got the � nal touch to put the 
hosts ahead.

Luke � ornton got Kyles and his 
second on eight minutes. Sandy 
MacKenzie played the ball across 
from the le�  wing forward position 
to Luke � ornton, who smashed a 
shoulder-high volley past the Cabers 
keeper from 15 yards.

Kevin Bartlett made it 2-1 on 13 
minutes when he latched onto a 
loose ball in defence and carried the 
ball forward before thumping it past 
John Whyte from a central position.

However, Kyles restored their two-
goal cushion on 42 minutes to make 
it 3-1 at the break. Former Skye 
Camanachd man Neil MacVicar, 
playing in attack, switched play 
from right wing forward to Sandy 
MacKenzie at le�  wing forward and 
he ri� ed the ball past keeper Pilcher 
from 18 yards.

Grant Irvine got in on the act on 55 
minutes. A ball forward from mid-
� eld was brought out of the air by 
Colin MacDonald who slipped it out 
to the right wing forward position 
to the onrushing Grant Irvine who 
swept the ball across the keeper into 
the right-hand side of the net.

Sandy MacKenzie put gloss on the 
win with a rather fortuitous e� ort 
on 62 minutes. MacKenzie turned 
full back Blair Morrison and as 
keeper Pilcher came out to clear the 
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Lochside Rovers’ Ewan McCorquodale chases down Taynuilt’s Gerry 
Kilmurray  during Friday night’s South Division One game at Moss� eld. 
Photo: Stephen Lawson

ball, it rebounded o�  MacKenzie 
into the net.

Donald Irvine was superb for Kyles 
while Grant Irvine was an instru-
mental � gure at full centre. 

Caberfeidh did not perform at the 
levels seen when they took shinty’s 
top � ight by surprise in the earlier 
part of this season.

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Inverness 1
Beauly 3
� e bottom two sides in shinty’s sec-
ond tier met at the Bught Park where 
Beauly defeated Inverness 3-1.

Callum Flynn gave Beauly the lead 
on 10 minutes and Jack MacDonald 
made it 2-0 on 20 minutes. 

And that is the way it stayed until 
10 minutes from time when Dougie 
Rankin pulled Inverness back into 
the game. 

However, Callum Flynn got his 
second just four minutes from time 
to give Beauly a 3-1 win. 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Aberdeen University 1
Newtonmore 5
� e Newtonmore second team 
collected another two points when 
they beat Aberdeen University 5-1 at 
Balgownie.

Calum Stewart scored the only 
goal of the � rst half with his strike 
coming on the half-hour mark. 

Craig MacLeod got ’More’s second 
a couple of minutes a� er the restart 
but Aberdeen’s Donnie MacRae 
scored for the third successive 
match to make it 2-1 with 49 min-
utes on the clock. However, a burst 
of three goals in seven minutes put 
Newtonmore out of sight. 

Calum Stewart completed his hat-
trick with e� orts on 67 and 70 min-
utes and Dylan Rendall added a � � h 
on 74 minutes.    
   
Glengarry 4 
Kingussie 5
� e Kingussie seconds came from 
3-0 down to beat Glengarry 5-4 at 
Craigard.

Glengarry raced into a 3-0 lead 
with Raymond Robertson scoring 
on 14 and 30 minutes, either side of 
a Nick Dalgety strike on 24 minutes. 

Kevin � ain, in his second match 
since taking charge of the side for 
the month of July, pulled a goal back 
a couple of minutes before the break 
and he then made it 3-2 within a 
minute of the restart. 

Ryan Borthwick completed the 
Kingussie comeback when he made 
it 3-3 on 53 minutes. 

Glengarry got themselves back 
in front on the hour mark when 
Raymond Robertson completed his 
hat-trick. 

However, Ryan Borthwick turned 
the match Kingussie’s way when he 
also grabbed a hat-trick with goals 
on 76 and 78 minutes to leave the 
Kings 4-3 ahead.

It was a tousy match at times 
and the defeat is a blow to ’Garry’s 
title chances as they now trail the 
Newtonmore second team by four 
points although they have a game in 
hand. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 3 
Taynuilt 1
� e meeting between Lochside 
Rovers and Taynuilt at Moss� eld 
was brought forward to Friday July 
13 at Taynuilt’s request.

Taynuilt keeper Brian Logan was 
called into action a� er just two min-
utes. Lochside full centre Michael 
MacQueen let go with a � ne back-
hand e� ort but the keeper made a 
great save.

Brian Logan was again called upon 
shortly a� er when he denied Scott 
Robertson. 

Taynuilt were awarded a penalty 
on 22 minutes when Scott Dempster 
ran into the D but went down under 
a challenge and, with the goal judge 
� agging, referee Des McNulty 
pointed to the spot. Dempster 
picked himself up to score from the 
spot to give Taynuilt a deserved 1-0 
interval lead.

Lochside manager Gareth Evans 
made changes at half-time and, 
coupled with the introduction of 
Keith MacMillan early in the second 
half following the completion of his 
work shi� , the Oban side looked a 
much better prospect in the second 
period.  

Lennon Campbell restored parity 
on 61 minutes when he got onto a 
neat Keith MacMillan ball from 
mid� eld and he sent a 30-yard shot 
bouncing into the net. 

Lennon Campbell got his and 
Lochside’s second on 70 minutes 
when a long Keith MacMillan 
ball from deep found Michael 
MacQueen, who ran away from goal 
before playing an excellent reverse 
pass to Lennon Campbell and he 
� red low into the net from around 
the penalty spot. 

Michael MacQueen rounded o�  
the 3-1 win on 75 minutes when he 
sent a head-height shot into the net 
from a short free-hit.

Taynuilt were hungrier in the � rst 
half but the changes won the match 
for Lochside with Keith MacMillan 
and Keith Burnett their start turns.

Lochside’s league match against 
Tayforth this Saturday at Moss� eld 
will be a noon throw-up, allowing 
the players to watch the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup semi-� nal between 
Oban Camanachd and Kyles 
Athletic, which takes place later in 
the a� ernoon.  

Ballachulish 0
Kyles Athletic 1
Title hopefuls the Kyles Athletic 
second team march on, beating 
Ballachulish 1-0 at the Jubilee Park.

Balla’s Cain MacPhee was free of 
a one-match ban while Kyles were 
without Luke � ornton, who was on 
� rst team duty. 

� e only goal of the game came on 

19 minutes and it was a superb strike 
from Martin MacFadyen, whose 25 
yard piledriver from the middle of 
the park gave the keeper no chance. 

Balla had the chance to level on 35 
minutes when referee Callum Du�  
awarded them a penalty, penalising 
a kick inside the D. Lorne Brown 
took the penalty and he struck the 
ball well enough but his e� ort was 
superbly saved by Kyles keeper 
Douglas Nicolson. 

It was one of a number of great 
stops by the Kyles custodian. 

Kyles have a � ve-point lead over 
second-placed Bute although they 
have played a game more. 

Bute 4 
Aberdour 1
Bute scored three times in the � nal 
third of the game to defeat Aberdour 
4-1 in their 12.30pm throw-up at 
� e Meadows.

James Craig gave Bute the lead af-
ter just � ve minutes and that proved 
to be the only goal of a tight � rst 45 
minutes during which Bute goalie 
Kevin Queen saved well from David 
MacKenzie, tipping his e� ort over 
the bar. 

Referee Robert Baxter pointed 
to the penalty spot when Ruairidh 
Reid was wiped out inside the D, 
taking a stick across the knees, when 
he looked set to equalise. Angus 
� orburn struck the penalty well 
but Kevin Queen made a brilliant 
save to keep his side in front. 

� e visitors were awarded a second 
penalty shortly a� er when Roddy 
MacColl was felled inside the box. 
Angus � orburn stepped up again 
but this time he didn’t catch the ball 
as he would have liked and his e� ort 
went past the post. 

� e penalty misses were a blow for 
Aberdour but Bute took advantage 
and, with some good running and 
quick passing, they went on to score 
three more times. 

Robert Walker made it 2-0 on 65 
minutes and Iain McDonald added 
a third with 15 minutes remaining.  

Chris Lawrence made it 4-0 on 80 
minutes although there was some 
consolation for Aberdour when 

Ruairidh Reid � nished well a couple 
of minutes later. Angus � orburn 
battled to get the ball to Reid and his 
powerful strike from just outside the 
D gave the keeper no chance. 

Bute were sharper on the day 
and they deserved the win but the 
� nal scoreline was a little harsh on 
Aberdour in what was only their 
second league defeat of the season.

Bute now leapfrog Aberdour into 
second place in the league on goal 
di� erence and the islanders have a 
game in hand.

Kilmory 1
Inveraray 4
MacRae Park was in perfect condi-
tion to host the local derby between 
Kilmory and the Inveraray second 
team. 

Referee Alex MacVicar had a busy 
a� ernoon and David Macpherson 
was � rst into the book for a cynical 
challenge on Sandy Leiper. 

It wasn’t long before Leiper 
joined him, yellow carded for a late 
swing on his fellow winger, young 
Ruaraidh Graham. 

Duncan MacBrayne was next to 
fall foul of the o�  cial for persistent 
infringing.

In between all the yellow cards, 
Alister MacArthur was dictating the 
play from the Kilmory defence with 
young Hamish MacLennan doing 
the same for Inveraray and the � rst 
half ended scoreless. 

Inveraray came out the traps 
the quickest in the second half. 
A long-range e� ort from David 
Macpherson was easily saved by the 
Kilmory keeper but Neil Campbell 
was quickest to react and slot the 
rebound home to open the scoring 
on 48 minutes. 

Inveraray added a quick second 
following a well-worked set-piece 
routine on 56 minutes. Euan 
McMurdo’s free-hit found Campbell 
Watt, whose movement caused 
the Kilmory defence problems all 
a� ernoon, and he made 2-0 with 
� ne � nish. 

� e goal sparked life into Kilmory 
who pulled one back on 65 minutes 
when Hal Jones blasted home an 

unstoppable shot from the edge of 
the penalty area to make it 2-1 and 
it was game on.

A� er getting themselves back in 
the game, Kilmory’s discipline let 
them down soon a� er with both 
Duncan MacBrayne and Sandy 
Leiper receiving their marching or-
ders from referee MacVicar within 
minutes of one another. 

Inveraray capitalised on their two-
man advantage and former Kilmory 
player David MacAllister scored 
his � rst goal for his new club on 69 
minutes to make it 3-1. 

Euan McMurdo � nished the day’s 
scoring o�  with a well-constructed 
goal to make it 4-1 with 15 minutes 
remaining. 

Inveraray will be happy with their 
� rst league win of the season while 
Kilmory will be disappointed with 
the result and the fact that they will 
be missing two in� uential players 
over the weeks to come.

Col Glen 2
Tayforth 1
Col Glen edged out Tayforth, win-
ning 2-1 at Glendaruel.

Conor Kennedy gave Col Glen the 
advantage with goals on 20 and 25 
minutes. 

Kennedy’s � rst goal came when 
he picked the ball up in the half 
forward position, touching it round 
his marker before running it up the 
line, past another defender, slipping 
the ball through his legs, and then 
smashing a shot across the goal, 
aiming for the far corner, and the 
ball went in o�  the far post, nestling 
in the side-netting.

Conor Kennedy got his and Col 
Glen’s second just � ve minutes later. 
A cross from the wing was missed 
by a defender and the keeper and 
Kennedy was on hand to slot the ball 
into the bottom corner of the net. 

Ewan Menzies halved the de� cit 
on 66 minutes but Col Glen stayed 
in front to take the points. 

Tayforth played the whole game 
with just 10 players and Niall 
MacPhee at full back kept them well 
organised. 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 2
Strathspey Camanachd 3
Strathspey Camanachd were 
surprise 3-2 winners again the 
Caberfeidh colts at Castle Leod. 

Cabers took the lead in the second 
minute when Colin MacLennan set 
up Ruairidh McCreadie to score. 

� e hosts continued to press and 
but they weren’t able to add a second 
until a couple of minutes before the 
break. Colin MacLennan was again 
the provider with this time Jamie 
Matheson applying the � nishing 
touch.

Strathspey started to come more 
into the game and Donald Colville 
pulled a goal back on 51 minutes. 

� e visitors drew level just four 
minutes later with Aaron MacBain 
on target.

It took some good goalkeeping 
from Caberfeidh’s Iain McCall to 
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We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty 
Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of 
the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.
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£4650
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SHINTY BALL
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.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
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Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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.......................................................................................................................
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£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:

J MacMillan, Barcaldine
&
A McGregor, Island of KerreraInveraray’s Euan McMurdo gets his block in against Kilmory’s Alex 

Cunningham during last weekend’s South Division One game at 
Lochgilphead. Photo: Stephen Lawson

prevent Strathspey going in front 
although Cabers also had good 
opportunities. 

One of these came from the pen-
alty spot with around 10 minutes 
remaining but Jamie Matheson sent 
the spot-hit over the bar.

And they were made to pay when 
Donnie Ross grabbed the winner 
for Strathspey with just a couple of 
minutes remaining. 

Lochcarron 4
Lochaber 1
Lochcarron were 4-1 winners 
against the Lochaber colts at Battery 
Park.

Lachie Campbell got the Lochaber 
goal but a Niall Arnott double and 
e� orts from Peter MacKenzie and 
Liam Arnott gave Lochcarron the 
win. 

With Caberfeidh losing, 
Lochcarron now go second in the 
table, three points behind leaders 
Lovat. 

Lewis Camanachd 4
Strathglass 3
Lewis Camanachd survived a late 
Strathglass seconds comeback to re-
cord a valuable 4-3 win at Shawbost.

Lewis took the lead on six minutes 
with Donald Lamont scoring. � e 
ball was half cleared out of the Strath 
defence and Lamont managed to 
drive it into bottom corner of the net 
from 30 yards out. 

� e home side doubled their lead 
on 36 minutes. � e goal came from 
a Scott MacLeod shy which was 
� icked on to Ruairidh MacMillan 
and he powered the ball home from 
the edge of the D. 

It got even better for the hosts on 
48 minutes when Crisdean MacRae, 
from mid� eld, made a late run and 
volleyed home a Peter Gomez cross. 

Strathglass pulled a goal back on 71 
minutes with Colin Birnie scoring. 

However, Lewis went back on the 
attack and their fourth goal, just a 
couple of minutes later, was a real 
team e� ort with all four forwards 
involved in a passing move which 
culminated in Donald Lamont get-
ting on the end of a low Peter Gomez 
cross. Lamont’s � rst touch knocked 
the ball high past the defender be-
fore he volleyed home from the edge 
of the box to make it 4-1. 

It was a very windy day and 
Strathglass, with the elements in 
their favour in the second period, 
put Lewis under intense pressure 

towards the end with Colin Birnie 
completing his hat-trick with goals 
on 76 and 80 minutes. 

However, Lewis held on and they 
have now already amassed their 
highest ever points tally.

� is was a close a� air but Lewis 
were that bit more clinical in front 
of goal. 

Boleskine 3
Inverness 0
Boleskine beat the Inverness second 
team 3-0 at Smith Park.

Former Inverness player William 
MacKinnon scored twice with 
Stuart MacRae, who also previously 
played for the Highland capital side, 
getting the other. 

Beauly v
Lovat W/O
� e Lovat seconds stay top of the di-
vision a� er their walk-over against 
the Beauly seconds at Braeview 
Park.

� is derby meeting did not go 
ahead as the Beauly colts were una-
ble to raise a team so they have been 
deducted a point. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Bute P
Strachur P
� e noon throw-up between 
Strachur and the Bute second team 
up at � e Meadows was postponed. 

Semi-� nal venues 
settled
� e venues for the Bullough and 
Strathdearn Cup semi-� nals were 
decided by the toss of a coin at the 
Camanachd Association o�  ces on 
Friday July 13.

In the Bullough Cup, Glenorchy 
won home advantage with their 
tie against Lochside Rovers going 
ahead at Mart Park.

In the other semi-� nal, the Kyles 
Athletic second team have home 
advantage against  Strachur.

� e Fort William seconds won the 
right to host the Skye Camanachd 
seconds at An Aird in the 
Strathdearn Cup semi-� nals. 

� e winners from the quarter-
� nal tie between the Newtonmore 
reserves and Strathspey Camanachd 
will have home advantage against 
the Kingussie second team. 
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FOOTBALL
After two weeks of hard 
pre-season training and the 
D & K La� erty Cup tour-
nament Oban Saints play 
the  � rst of four pre-season 
friendlies when they take on 
Vale of Leven Juniors at the 
rugby pitch on Saturday.

The game kicks o�  at 2pm 
and will be refereed by 
Jimmy Litster.

The following Saturday 
(July 28) the Oban side take 
on Kincardine again at the 
rugby pitch, kick-o�  at 2pm, 
with referee Martin Rae in 
charge. 

This is followed by the 
annual Argyll and Bute Cup 
Tournament in Lochgilphe-
ad on Saturday August 4. 

Saints have been drawn in 
Group two along with hosts 
Lochgilphead Red Star, Port 
Glasgow and Neilston. 

The Oban side then take 
on South Lochaber Thistle at 
Glencruitten on Wednesday 
August 8, kick-o�  7pm.

This will be followed by 
a game against an Oban 
Saints youth team on a date 
still to be decided.

The Scottish Amateur 
League programme gets 
under way on Saturday 
August 18.

Pre-season training 
continues on Monday and 
Wednesday nights at the 
rugby club taken by � tness 
instructor Jemma Campbell. 
Sessions start at 6.15pm.

John McPhee made the po-
dium at the German Moto3 
Grand Prix at the Sachsenring 
when the � nished third 
behind winner Jorge Martin 

Podium fi nish for 
McPhee in Germany

and second placed Marco 
Bezzecchi.

John chose the so� er option, 
medium rear tyre on his CIP 
Green Power KTM, which 

paid o�  in a tough weekend 
without a crew chief, who 
went home sick, and working 
out of a makeshi�  garage 
with the paddock area at the 

Sachsenring being limited.
� e Connel rider had plenty 
to cheer about on his birthday 
weekend with his deserved 
third place, nearly stealing 

second at the line, but will 
still be delighted on his � rst 
podium � nish of the year.

John’s next race is in the 
Czech Republic on August 5.

Connel’s John McPhee in action. Photograph: Bonnie Lane
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Stagecoach bus depot bought by Shiel

Shiel Buses has purchased Caol bus depot from Stagecoach in a deal which sees 
the Acharacle-based company become the sole bus operator in Lochaber. 
Pictured above is managing director Donald MacGillivray, who started Shiel Buses 
with his borther 40 years ago this year. Full story – page � ve.

Employers in Lochaber are 
facing a struggle to attract 
new talent to work in the area 
due to a lack of housing.

Companies are facing de-
lays in recruitment and sta�  
shortages because a ‘tight’ 
housing market in Lochaber 
is making it di�  cult 
for  employers to recruit new 
members of sta� , even on a 
temporary basis.

Marine Harvest, which 
employs more than 550 peo-
ple across its 49 farms on 
the West Coast, is one of the 
major employers in Lochaber. 
It has spoken out about the 
impact of housing shortages 
on recruitment.

Steve Bracken, business sup-
port manager at the � sh farm 
company, told the Lochaber 
Times this week:  ‘When we 
are bringing in specialists, 
it hits a problem. � e rental 
housing market is tight, 
which does make it di�  cult 
to bring in new people.

‘We want our recruits living 
in the area and enjoying life 

on the West Coast. It’s � ne for 
people already living up here 
but for those coming up and 
looking to move, it is di�  cult.’

As a result, Marine Harvest 
has had to secure a number of 
long leases on properties to 
ensure incoming sta�  have a 
place to live.

� e problem extends to 
Skye and Lochalsh, where 
the company is struggling to 
� nd accommodation for the 
55 employees needed to sta�  
its new £93 million � sh feed 
plant near Kyleakin, which is 
due to be operational by the 
end of this year.

‘We are living in a free hous-
ing market and perhaps it is 
more lucrative for people to 
have houses built as holiday 
lets,’ Mr Bracken continued. 
‘For us, we need to keep our 
eyes open to what’s available.’

Marine Harvest is not the 
only company facing recruit-
ment problems caused by 
housing shrotages.

� e Post O�  ce in Fort 
William recently displayed 
a sign at its premises in WH 
Smith which apologised for 
a delay in service caused by 

a ‘sta�  recruitment issue’ 
and ‘the struggle to � nd 
accommodation’ in the town 
for relief sta� .

A Post O�  ce spokesperson 
later explained that  the 
branch has had issues � nding 
short-term accommodation 
for sta�  from other o�  ces 
to cover the vacancies while 
recruitment takes place.

� e spokesperson apolo-
gised for the inconvenience 
caused during the temporary 
sta�  ng shortage and said it 
was addressing this issue ‘as a 
matter of urgency’.

Lesley Ben� eld, CEO 
of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, said that with 
Lochaber’s workforce pro-
jected to grow substantially 
amid economic expansion in 
the area, the housing shortage 
is ‘a crucial issue’ that needs 
to be addressed swi� ly.

She added: ‘Business in 
Lochaber is going through 
an exciting period of growth, 
but we’re very aware from our 
members that people wishing 
to move here for work can 
� nd it di�  cult to � nd long-
term accommodation.’

Employers struggle to recruit 
owing to a housing shortage

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk
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All set for 
West 
Highland 
Yachting Week!
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VIEW FROM The Chamber
Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce does not 
just promote Lochaber 
as a fantastic place to 
experience the outdoors 
through the hugely 
popular Outdoor Capital 
of the UK brand.

We also work with 
West Highland College 
UHI and other academic 
partners across Europe 
to develop training and 
product innovations for 
the outdoor tourism mar-
ket through ADVENT.

� e ADVENT project 
aims to develop new 
initiatives in adventure 
tourism education that 
target both those already 
working in adventure 
tourism businesses and 
young tourism students.

Tourism is a vital 
economic sector for many 
rural communities and 
adventure tourism in 
particular has grown 
rapidly in recent years. 

With this growth comes 
an increased need for 
skilled guides and other 
key employees and new 
ways of working that meet 
the needs of the future. As 
we all know, it is vital not 
to rest on your laurels in 
business, and innovation 
is just as important in 
outdoor tourism as other 

sectors. � at’s why the 
teams in the partner coun-
tries – Scotland, Iceland 
and Finland – have been 
working hard to establish 
vocational courses based 
on gaps in the adventure 
tourism market.

Training modules are 
currently in development 
and we will be working 
with Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce members 
from the outdoor tourism 
sector to test drive the 
pilot modules later in the 
year.

If you’d like to � nd out 
more about the projects, 
visit www.lochabercham-
ber.co.uk/projects

Fort woman was � ve 
times drink-drive limit
Fort William Sheri�  Court 
heard this week how a local 
woman drove her car while she 
was � ve times the drink-drive 
limit following a row in a pub.

Lindsay Christine Johnstone, 
28, of the town’s High Street, 
appeared for sentencing before 
Sheri�  Bill Taylor this week a� er 
having already pleaded guilty 
at an earlier court appearance. 
Sentence had been deferred on 
Johnstone for the compilation 
of a criminal justice social work 
report.

Johnstone had admitted 
driving a car on the B8006 
Kilmallie Road in Caol on May 
20 this year with an alcohol 
level of 113mcg of alcohol in 
100ml of breath when the legal 
limit is 22mcg.

Procurator � scal Robert Weir 
said on the day in question, 
police had received a report of 
Johnstone driving a car while 
under the in� uence. Police of-
� cers had attended and stopped 
Johnstone, who, the court 
heard, had co-operated fully.

Johnstone’s defence agent, 
Stephen Kennedy, said his 
client had parked the car and 
had gone into a local pub, where 

she had become involved in 
the argument with another 
woman. She had then run out 
of the pub to get away from the 
situation and made the mistake 
of getting into her car and drove 
away, and it was then that the 
o� ence came to light.

‘She acknowledges that her 
actions were completely un-
acceptable and has   expressed 
a fair degree of remorse over 
the matter – she is also a � rst 
o� ender,’ said Mr Kennedy

‘I am convinced this has been 
a salutory lesson for her and 
I would suggest that you are 
unlikely to see her back in this 
court again.’

Fining Johnstone £600 and 
banning her from driving for 
16 months, Sheri�  Taylor told 
her she could have been � ned 
as much as £900 and have been 
banned for two years, but for 
the fact she had admitted her 
guilt at the earliest opportunity.

Sheri�  Taylor said he would 
certify Johnstone as suitable for 
the drink-drive rehabilitation 
course which, if completed 
successfully, would see her ban 
reduced from 16 months to a 
year.

Glenfi nnan 60mph 
Bosses at Transport 
Scotland say they intend 
taking another look at 
the appropriateness of the 
60mph speed limit on a 
controversial stretch of the 
A830 road at Glen� nnan.

� e news comes in the 
wake of calls to reduce 
the speed limit from local 
community leaders in the 
village, which is struggling 
to cope with increasing 
tra�  c chaos brought by the 
more than 300,000 visitors 
� ocking to the area each 
year.

� e huge numbers of 
people desperate to visit the 
area’s viaduct, immortalised 
as the Harry Potter bridge 
in the famous movie series, 
along with those eager to 

see the Jacobite steam train 
and the monument to fallen 
clansmen in the 1745 upris-
ing, have le�  roads in the 
area clogged with vehicles.

Now community leaders 
want Transport Scotland to 
reduce the village’s 60mph 
speed limit along a short 
stretch of the A830 road for 
safety reasons.

Because the Glen� nnan 
monument does not have its 
own car park, visitors must 
walk along and cross the 
A830 to gain access. Local 
children must also wait at 
the side of the road for their 
school bus pick-up.

Duncan Gibson, chairman 
of Glen� nnan Community 
Council, says the road is 
dangerous for visitors as 
well as local residents.

‘� e road here is still a 
60mph road and it is dan-

gerous for visitors to cross. 
It is also dangerous for local 
children to cross this 60mph 

stretch to get to the school 
bus in the morning,’ Mr 
Gibson commented.

Transport bosses

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk



Lochaber Times
Thursday 19 July 2018 NEWS  3

LT

Works are to begin on an 
additional £1.5m worth of 
repair schemes on Highland 
Council roads this summer.

A review of the council’s 
capital budget showed that 
there was an underspend in 
resources required for IT 
investment and so the funds 
have been redirected  road 
repairs.

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Allan Henderson, chairman 
of the council’s environment, 
development and infrastruc-
ture committee, said: ‘We 
are very pleased that the 
council’s priorities for roads 
can be met by taking up this 
opportunity to repair our 
severely deteriorated network 

which was heavily damaged 
by the long winter. We have 
continually been managing 
an overspend on roads since 
last winter and the continued 
demands on patching and 
pothole � lling will be helped 
immensely by this additional 
funding.’

A total £1,450,000 funds 
are being allocated across the 
region’s area roads networks, 
according to the council’s 
road distribution formula 
and road condition index. A 
small allocation of £50,000 
will also be used to upgrade 
the winter ice alert systems 
that the council uses to moni-
tor winter road conditions for 
gritting.

A Claggan man was told by a 
sheri�  this week that he was 
on the ‘knife edge’ of going 
to jail.

Patrick Francis Togher, 
of Polmona, Claggan, Fort 
William, appeared before 
Sheri�  Bill Taylor at the 
town’s sheri�  court for 
sentencing following the 
compilation of a criminal 
justice social work report, 
ordered at a court appearance 
last month.

Togher, 27, had previously 
pleaded guilty to three 
motoring o� ences, including 
driving a car on the A82 
road in Fort William and 
elsewhere on February 24 this 
year with an alcohol level of 

58 mcg of alcohol in 100ml of 
breath – the legal limit is 22 
mcg.

Togher had also admitted 
driving the car while disqual-
i� ed and without insurance. 
A plea of not guilty to giving 
police a false name in an 
attempt to pervert the course 
of justice had been accepted 
by the Crown.

Addressing the court, 
Togher’s defence agent, Gerry 
Sweeney, admitted his client 
was on a ‘� nely balanced 
tightrope’ when it came to 
the issue of whether he would 
receive a custodial sentence.

It was a view shared by 
Sheri�  Taylor, who told 
Togher: ‘Your solicitor has 

quite rightly described you 
as being on the knife edge of 
custody and today could be 
seen as a last chance.

‘However, I am persuaded 
not to order a custodial 
sentence but a community 
payback as a direct alterna-
tive to custody.

‘On the � rst charge [drink 
driving] you will be disqual-
i� ed for 19 months and will 
also do 80 hours of unpaid 
work. On charges two and 
three, you will do 60 hours of 
unpaid work on each charge, 
making a total of 200 hours 
and you will have six months 
in which to carry these out. 
Your licence will also be 
endorsed.’

Lochaber Housing Associ-
ation is waiting for a green 
light from councillors to start 
building 20 new houses in 
Spean Bridge a� er submit-
ting a planning application to 
Highland Council.

� e proposed development 
at Tigh Aran, just outside 
the Lochaber village, would 
see a mix of two- and 
three-bedroom properties 
built in an attempt to ease the 
escalating housing pressure 
in the area.

Spanning a site adjacent to 
the A82 just south of Spean 

Bridge, the apartments will 
be spread between four hous-
ing blocks of two or three 
storeys.

Chairman of the Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community 
Council, John Fotheringham 
said that community council-
lors are considering the im-
plications of the development 
and will discuss them with 
the builder in the near future.

‘Having campaigned for 
many years for a� ordable 
housing for our communities 
we welcome the development, 

but will seek assurances on 
some issues such as drainage, 
access and impact on neigh-
bours,’ he said.

� e application, submitted 
by architects D Kelly Design, 
will be considered in the 
coming weeks.

Spean Bridge itself is un-
dergoing what the local com-
munity council labelled as a 
‘housing renaissance’, with 
80 houses and � ats currently 
with planning approval or 
at an advanced stage with 
more applications likely to be 
submitted.

Highland Council � nd 
£1.5m for road repairs

Claggan driver given jail warning

Spean house plans await approval

Walker dies after fall 
Police Scotland can con� rm 
that a man has died as a result 
of a fall while walking in the 
Lochaber area.

Emergency services were 
alerted to the incident on 
Carn Mor Dearg at 12.35pm 
on Monday July 16.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 

Team and the Coastguard 
helicopter Rescue 951 attend-
ed, but the 58-year-old man 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

His next of kin are aware 
and a  report will be submit-
ted to the procurator � scal in 
due course.

Glenfi nnan 60mph 
to look again at
speed limit

‘� e Glen� nnan Com-
mun ity Council has fought 
many years to get the speed 

limit dropped to 30mph but 
without any success.’

And the local constituency 
MSP Kate Forbes has also 
now thrown her weight 
behind the community 
council’s e� orts to get the 
speed limit reduced.

Asked to comment, a 
Transport Scotland spokes-
man told the Lochaber 
Times this week: ‘We rec-
ognise the concerns of the 
community regarding the 
speed limit at this location 

and that, in recent years, 
tourist activity in the area 
has increased.

‘We had already identi� ed 
that we would like to revisit 
the appropriateness of the 
speed limit on the A830 in 
this area.

‘Our  operating  company 
is considering how best to 
take this forward as part 
of a range of priorities 
aimed at supporting our 
road casualty reduction 
programme.’

Ms Forbes, who is MSP 
for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, told us: ‘It con-
cerns me that cars can drive 
round the corner just before 
Glen� nnan at high speeds, 
only to slam on the brakes 
when they see people at the 
side of the road waiting to 
cross.

‘� e vast majority of driv-

ers and tourists are sensible, 
but I do welcome Transport 
Scotland’s commitment to 
review the signage and the 
speed limit at the spot.’

Meanwhile,  the A830 at 
Glen� nnan is set to bene� t 
from an upgraded road 
surface with £165,000 of 
improvement works due 
to begin at the end of this 
month.

� e improvements are 
scheduled to get under way 
between 7pm and 7am each 
night for � ve nights, start-
ing on Sunday July 29.

Due to the restricted road 
widths at this location, the 
A830 will need to be closed 
in both directions during 
working hours to ensure 
the safety of road workers as 
well as road users. 
 Turn to page 26 for more 
details of the closures.

Glen� nnan Community 
Council chairman Duncan 
Gibson is among local 
residents who are calling 
for a reduction in the speed 
limit.
Picture Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

IF F29 Glen� nnan tra�  c 02
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info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

The quality of work  
in our new kitchen, conservatory 
and deck is excellent 

The construction team were a  
credit to the Company.”

- Mr and Mrs Dalgarno

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN LOCHABER
� Lochaber Vegan Fair will 
be held in Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall on 
Saturday July 21 from 11am 
until 4pm.
� Sta�  and volunteers 
from Caol-based Lochaber 
Sensory Care (LSC) for sight 
and hearing support will be 
visiting Morvern on Tuesday 
July 24. From 10.30am to 
12.30pm the LSC representa-
tives will be at Morvern Med-
ical Centre in Lochaline to 
o� er assistance and advice 
to anyone locally with a sight 
or hearing loss. The team 
will also repair and maintain 
NHS hearing aids, supply 
NHS batteries and provide 

retubing. No appointment is 
required for this free service.
� Glengarry Parish Church is 
hosting its annual � ower fes-
tival from Thursday July 26 
to Sunday July 29, between 
10am and 9pm each day. A 
praise evening in the church 
will take place on the Sunday 
evening from 7pm. This year 
the festival’s theme is Our 
Highland Home and this will 
be illustrated in a series of 
� ower arrangements focus-
ing on hospitality, leisure, 
landscape, our community 
woodland and employment. 
Donations to church funds 
will be gratefully received.
� The Highland Bookshop 

is hosting a story time with 
children’s author Molly 
Arbuthnot between 11am 
and noon on Saturday July 
28. This event is free and no 
tickets are required.
� The fourth International 
Fort William Marathon takes 
place on Sunday July 29. The 
challenging multi-terrain 
marathon begins at Nevis 
Range and takes in some 
of the area’s most fantastic 
scenery and landmarks, 
including the Commando 
Memorial, Caledonian Canal, 
General Wade’s high bridge 
and, of course, Ben Nevis. 
More info at fortwilliammar-
athon.co.uk. 

Tickets for Iolaire event 
� e Iolaire Working Group 
has announced that the public 
will be able to reserve tickets 
for the Iolaire community re-
membrance event from 9am 
on Monday September 10.

� e event, hosted by 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
will take place at 9.30pm on 
Monday December 31 in the 
Lewis Sports Centre, and is 
the civic event to mark the 
centenary of the Iolaire trag-
edy, featuring military and 
school band performances, 
poetry readings and songs, 

drama and spiritual elements.
Norman A MacDonald, 

chairman of the Iolaire 
Working Group, said: ‘� is 
commemoration is of major 
signi� cance for our islands. 
� e events of that terrible 
night in January 1919 impact-
ed on communities through-
out the Western Isles and 
remain a poignant reminder 
of the sacri� ces made by our 
young men in the service of 
their country. 

‘It is the worst tragedy to 
befall our islands and its 

e� ect reverberates to this day. 
� is will be an opportunity 
for our community to bring 
in the New Year together as 
we remember the men and 
families associated with 
HMY Iolaire.’

Tickets for the event will 
be available to be reserved 
by two methods: online: 
https://w w w.cne-siar.gov.
u k / n e w s / 2 0 1 8 / j u l y /
t i c k e t s - for- a- c om mu n i-
ty-remembers-event/ or by 
telephone by calling 01851 
600502.

New deal secures future for 
Fort subsea training centre 
Investment and support from 
the global oil and gas sector 
is already paying o�  for � e 
Underwater Centre (TUC) as 
it relaunches one of its � agship 
training courses.

� anks to the new deal, the 
Fort William-based commer-
cial diving school relaunched 
its three-week closed bell div-
ing course in June, following a 
major refurbishment from in-
dustry backers, making it the 
only place in the world to o� er 
a closed bell saturation diving 
system with a self-propelled 
hyperbaric lifeboat (SPHL).

� e � rst course was fully 
subscribed and applications 
are open for future courses.

In May, TUC’s long-term 
future was secured  a� er 
industry and public bod-
ies, including Subsea 7, 
TechnipFMC, Premier Oil, 

Oil & Gas UK, and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE), 
collaborated to support the 
training centre, based on the 
shores of Loch Linnhe.

� e deal meant that the 
company now operates as 
a not-for-pro� t company 
limited by guarantee and is 
funded and supported by its 
members.

Since then, Subsea 7 and 
TechnipFMC have provided 
technical support, site 
supervision and conducted 
the refurbishment work on 
behalf of � e Underwater 
Centre, which was also 
project managed by Subsea 7 
with close collaboration and 
support from TechnipFMC. 
� e combined resources and 
collaboration between � e 
Underwater Centre, Subsea 7 
and TechnipFMC served as an 
example of working together 
as one team.

Self-propelled hyperbaric 

lifeboats  are one of the main 
means of evacuating divers 
form a saturation diving 
environment in the event of 
an emergency, and are an im-
portant part of most modern 
closed bell diving systems as 
they create a more realistic 
training environment than 
was previously available.

David McGhie, managing 
director of � e Underwater 
Centre, said: ‘We are now the 
only closed bell trainer in the 
world which has a self-pro-
pelled hyperbaric lifeboat. 
� is is something our  indus-
try partners have been calling 
for and it demonstrates 
renewed  con� dence that the 

need for new saturation divers 
will be there for many years 
to come as a vital skill set for 
the subsea sector.

‘� e Underwater Centre 
continues to deliver realistic 
closed bell training that 
is industry focused and 
the new saturation diving 
system combines fantastic 
equipment, industry support, 
the latest training techniques 
and current best practice to 
signi� cantly enhance our 
saturation diver training.

‘Our restructure and on-
going collaboration with our 
partners has enabled us to 
redesign the system in consul-
tation with the industry and 
deliver these courses.’

Mr McGhie added: ‘We 
are particularly grateful to 
Subsea 7 and TechnipFMC 
for the help and support they 
have given us in helping to 
create an improved training 
environment which uses the 

very latest technology and po-
sitions us as the only provider 
to o� er this combination of 
facilities.’

Recent research from DNV 
GL, the technical adviser to 
the oil and gas industry, con-
� rms that senior oil and gas 
sector professionals expect to 
step up spending on training 
and competence this year.

Jonathan Tame, vice-presi-
dent UK and Canada, Subsea 
7, said: ‘We were pleased 
to provide support for the 
redevelopment of the diver 
training facilities at � e 
Underwater Centre, which is 
recognised by the industry as 
being key to maintaining the 
UK’s ability to train closed 
bell divers, given the need for 
them in the future. � e indus-
try relevant specialist equip-
ment that � e Underwater 
Centre now has puts it at the 
forefront of diver training 
globally.’

Divers Danny Low, left, and Ross Jackson in the con� nes 
of a diving bell training at The Underwater Centre.
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Acharacle bus fi rm 
buys Caol depot
A family-run bus company 
from Acharacle has purchased 
Caol bus depot as part of an 
ongoing expansion of its Fort 
William service.

In a deal worth around 
£250,000, Shiel Buses has 
bought over the former 
Stagecoach depot and is 
now  the sole bus operator 
in Lochaber a� er recently 
being  awarded the council 
contracts for the Roy Bridge 
and Fort William evening 
services.

Shiel Buses managing 
director Donald MacGillivray 
explained that the company, 
now in its 40th year of service, 
has been looking to bolster 
its presence in Fort William 
and  an investment plan was 
put in place last year when the 
company secured the � rst of its 
services in Fort William.

He said: ‘� is year, as 

Stagecoach has ceased operat-
ing in Lochaber, we anticipate 
an even greater workload and 
have purchased its bus depot. 
Stagecoach is a big company 
and I think that makes it hard-
er to operate in this area.

‘We are a small, family 
company so it’s always easier. 
I think so many people are 
pleased that there is a now a 

new operator taking on more 
work and hopefully providing 
a better service. � e plan is just 
to try to carry out what we are 
doing as best we can.’

� e depot takeover is part of a 
wider expansion of Shiel Buses’ 
Lochaber operations which has 
seen the company invest more 
than £500,000 in new coaches 
for its Citylink contracts for 

the Fort William/Glasgow/
Skye and Fort William/
Inverness routes in the past 
two years. As well as this, the 
operator has purchased new 
‘low � oor’ buses which meet 
the requirements of disabled 
users in that area.

With a � eet of 48 buses and 
around 70 employees over 
Lochaber, the company will 
retain its depot in Claggan 
and keep its headquarters in 
Acharacle as it hopes to main-
tain a comprehensive service 
across Lochaber.

� e new investment means 
that the 76-year-old boss, who 
originally started the business 
with his brother Alistair but 
now runs Shiel Buses with his 
children David and Maria, has 
had to put any retirement plans 
on hold.

‘I’ve got no plans of retire-
ment now. Because we’ve been 
so busy we’ve had no time for 
hobbies. So my hobby is work 
and I still enjoy it.’

� e opening of Caol play 
park has been delayed a� er a 
group of teenagers entered the 
construction site last week.

� e new play park at 
Banavie Road will now open 
a week later than planned on 
Saturday July 28.

Damian MacDonald, who 
has led the play park cam-
paign, said: ‘Unfortunately, 
I have to delay the opening 
of the play park as the other 
night nine teenagers were 
running round the park 
and now everything has to 
be checked again before the 
ground surface can be laid. 
� is has delayed the works 
getting � nished in time for 
July 21.’

� e opening is a signi� cant 
milestone a� er a three-year 
fundraising campaign by the 
local community. Funding 
and planning is ongoing for 
phase two of the play park 
construction.

Colourful hanging baskets 
that were reported missing 
last week have been retrieved 
and returned to the Fort 
William Town Team.

� e � ower baskets, which 
usually adorn lampposts 
along the town’s High Street, 
were reported missing last 
Monday by the Town Team.

A� er an appeal on social 
media, the team were able 
to retrieve the baskets two 
days later, a� er they had been 
dumped in an alley just o�  
the High Street, thanks to the 
help of local shoppers.

Although they are a bit 
worse for wear, the team are 
hoping to replant the baskets 
and rehang them in the 
coming weeks.

� e Town Team said: 
‘� ank you to the people who 
let us know where they were 
found and took them back 
to the Hub for us. We really 
appreciate your help.’

Following on from its 2018 
Charity Texas Scramble in 
May, Mike McFall Funeral 
Directors presented Gary 
Campbell with a cheque for 
£2,250.05 towards his stem 
cell treatment fund, writes 
Neill Bo Finlayson.

A strong � eld of golfers 
took to the course on 
Saturday May 19 for the 
four- person Texas scramble 
event at Fort William Golf 
Club. � e team of  Angus 
Morrison, John MacPhee, 
Lachlan Campbell and  Ian 

MacFarlane secured a 
one-point victory in the 
competition. In the ladies 
competition,  Kathleen 
Leitch, Kim Topping and 
Gina Hough � nished in the 
top spot.

� e funeral directors said: 
‘We would just like to thank 
everyone again that made 
our annual golf day such 
a success and helped us to 
raise this amount for Gary.

‘All at Mike McFall 
Funeral Directors wish 
Gary all the very best with 

future fundraising and his 
treatment.’

Gary Campbell, 29, was di-
agnosed with primary pro-
gressive Multiple Sclerosis 
last year and his friends and 
family have since launched a 
fundraising campaign so he 
can receive Hematopoietic 
Stem Cell Treatment in 
Mexico to combat MS.

Gary, Leanne and family 
would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank every-
one for their kind wishes 
and support.

Fort fi rm swings into action, 
raising over £2,000 for Gary

Jamie Manson and Beth MacBeth, directors at Mike McFall Funeral Directors, present-
ed the cheque to Gary and his family last week.

Caol play 
park opening 
delayed

Town Team 
retrieve 
stolen baskets

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk
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New route into teaching 
gains its accreditation
� e General Teaching 
Council for Scotland (GTCS) 
has accredited an innovative 
new route into teaching 
developed by Dundee 
University and the University 
of the Highlands and Islands.

� e partnership was chosen 
as the successful bidder in 
the Scottish Government’s 
procurement exercise to 
create a ‘genuinely new 
and distinct’ route into 
teaching that is attractive to 
‘high-quality graduates’ and 
career changers.

� e new pathway aims 
to alleviate the shortage of 
STEM teachers, complement-
ing the 11 new routes into 
teaching already developed 
to tackle teacher recruitment 
challenges that have been 
accredited by GTC Scotland 
over the past 18 months.

� e new Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education 
Secondary Partnership 

Induction Model (PIM) 
(STEM subjects) takes a 
partnership approach which 
sees the universities work 
with four local authorities, 
including Argyll and Bute 
and Highland, to support 
student teachers to learn 
in their local area while 
being � nancially supported 
by one of the partner local 
authorities.

Professor Morag Redford, 
head of teacher education 
at the University of the 
Highlands and Islands, said: 
‘� is programme is an 
exciting opportunity for rural 
Scotland. It provides a new 
route into science, technol-
ogy, engineering and maths 
(STEM) teaching for those 
living in four rural authorities 
and complements the current 
range of initial teacher 
education programmes 
o� ered by the University of 
the Highlands and Islands.’

Public to have say 
on Gaelic plan
The University of the 
Highlands and Islands is 
launching a public consul-
tation on its proposed new 
Gaelic language plan.

The document sets out 
how the university intends 
to continue to promote and 
develop the use of Gaelic 
through its practices, com-
munications and curriculum 
from 2018 to 2022.

Proposals include 
enhancing the Gaelic 
curriculum, producing 
more bilingual resources 
for students, providing 
training opportunities for 
employees and increasing 
the amount of Gaelic in 
marketing and communica-
tion materials.

The document is the 
university’s third Gaelic 
language plan. 

Members of the public 
are being invited to 
share their thoughts on 
it during the eight-week 
consultation.

The consultation runs from 
until Monday August 20. 
Read the draft plan at www.
uhi.ac.uk/draftgaelicplan

Seafaring communities are 
being asked to help trace 
former students and sta�  of 
Leith Nautical College for a 

reunion. Go to https://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/leith-nau-
tical-college-reunion-din-
ner-tickets-46572552759.

CONTACTUS
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Tobermory lifeboat was launched to � nd a kayaker 
missing o�  the Ardnamurchan peninsula.

RNLI issues warning 
over in� atable kayaks
Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer 
crew were tasked to join 
Mallaig lifeboat and an the 
Coastguard helicopter to 
search for an overdue kayaker 
o�  the Ardnamurchan penin-
sula on Sunday July 15.

� e kayaker, believed to be 
using an in� atable kayak, had 
advised a person  ashore of his 
plans but had not returned and 
was reported as overdue.

Tobermory’s lifeboat, Eliza-
beth Fairlie Ramsey, launched 
shortly before 6.30pm and 
proceeded to the north coast 
of Ardnamurchan where she 
carried out a shoreline search 
in conjunction with Mallaig 
lifeboat and the Coastguard’s 
search and rescue helicopter 

from Inverness. At 9pm, 
Stornoway Coast guard said 
the kayaker had been found 
safe and well. 

Tobermory RNLI operations 
manager Sam Jones said: ‘We’re 
pleased we had a good outcome 
and that the kayaker was found 
safe and well. It is very impor-
tant that kayakers leave details 
of their plans with someone 
ashore and carry a means of 
communication which they 
can use to alert someone that 
their plans have changed or 
they are in di�  culty.

‘We’d also suggest careful 
consideration should be given 
to using in� atable kayaks in 
local waters, particularly with 
an o� shore wind.’

Fort man fi ned 
£400 for causing 
a disturbance
A Fort William man was 
� ned £400 at the town’s 
sheri�  court this week, a� er it 
heard how police found him 
holding a garden fork in one 
hand and a brick in the other 
and creating a disturbance.

Jake David McPhee, 21, of 
Mcandie Court, appeared 
before Sheri�  Bill Taylor and 
pleaded guilty to behaving 
in a threatening or abusive 
manner likely to cause a 
reasonable person fear and 
alarm by shouting and 
swearing, uttering threats of 
violence and brandishing a 
garden fork and a brick.

� e o� ence took place on 
January 27 this year and 
procurator � scal Robert 
Weir said police arrived in 

Mcandie Court following a 
999 call.

‘On attending, o�  cers 
found the accused holding 
a fork and a brick and 
shouting at another address 
in Mcandie Court,’ said Mr 
Weir.

‘Police o�  cers spoke to him 
and, to be fair to the accused, 
he co-operated fully with 
them.’

Defence agent Stephen 
Kennedy said McPhee was 
single, had just � nished a job 
as a labourer and was a � rst 
o� ender.

‘On the day in question, 
he had been socialising at 
a neighbour’s � at and had 
fallen out with another young 
man who was there,’ Mr 
Kennedy said.

‘Mr McPhee had then le�  

the � at but returned and de-
manded that this other young 
man come outside with a 
view to resolving the earlier 
matter between them and the 
comments referred to by Mr 
Weir were made.

‘He subsequently apolo-
gised to his neighbours for 
his conduct and co-operated 
fully with police when they 
arrived.’

Fining McPhee £400, Sheri�  
Taylor told him: ‘� is must 
have been a very alarming 
scene for the neighbours, giv-
en that you had a fork in one 
hand and a brick in the other.

‘But I take into account what 
has been said on your behalf 
and that you pleaded guilty at 
the earliest opportunity.’

Seafarers sought for reunion dinner

We know that replacing your windows and doors can be one of the biggest decisions you’ll ever 

need to make to improve your home. So it makes sense to choose a range that offers beautifully 

designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

Make the right decision when
CHOOSING YOUR NEW WINDOWS 
AND DOORS

designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.designed and perfectly matched doors and windows.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
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Youngsters are all set for Fèis Lochabair 2018
Lochaber youngsters will be 
taking part in a huge range 
of traditional Gaelic arts and 
music at Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar between August 
6 and 10.

Now in its 26th year, Fèis 
Lochabair o� ers tuition from 

some of the top musicians 
in the Highlands, including 
Ally Murray (accordion), Ross 
Martin (guitar), Eilidh Shaw 
(� ddle) and Angus Binnie 
(pipes), plus much more.

There’s something for 
everyone aged up to 18, 

with sessions for pre-school-
ers and opportunities to 
take part in the technical 
and production side of 
music. There are still a few 
places left – see the poster 
on this week’s front page for 
booking details.

All set for Ardnamurchan Fèis
Almost 100 youngsters from across 
Lochaber and further a� eld got into 
the musical spirit at Acharacle last 
week for three days of fèis action.

Fèis nan Garbh Chrìochan once 
again proved to be one of the pre-
mier traditional music festivals in 
Lochaber as budding young musi-
cians from primary and secondary 
schools in the area were given the 
opportunity to hone their skills or 
try out a new instrument for the 
� rst time.

From clarsach and � ddle to 
drumming and shinty, there was 
plenty to keep the children busy, 
with loads of new activities for 
them to try out.

Sixty-four children between P4 
and S4 attended the main fèis, while 
Fèis Bheag, for P1 to P4 pupils, had 
more than 30 participants and an 
experienced team of traditional 
music tutors held classes from 
Wednesday to Friday, July 11 to 13.

Although most of the students 
hailed from Lochaber, a number 
had travelled from further a� eld to 
take part in the  fèis, including one 
youngster from Cyprus who, while 
visiting family in the Acharacle area, 

made the most of the opportunity to 
try out some traditional music.

Organiser Amie MacMaster said: 
‘It’s been a cracking week. � ere’s 
been almost 100 children taking 
part, mostly local, which has been 
great.

‘In particular, the clarsach classes 
were really popular this year com-
pared to last year and the shinty 
sessions, taken by Sean Cameron 

from Fort William Shinty Club, 
once again proved very popular.

‘Everyone has been having a great 
time. It’s been really fun to do and 
it’s always a pleasure.’

Away from the teaching, the 
tutors were able to showcase their 
talents at Wednesday night’s con-
cert and for the family dance on 
� ursday. � e concert on Friday 
a� ernoon was time for the stu-

dents to shine, as  fèis participants 
put what they had been learning 
through the week into practice in 
front of an eager audience. A family 
ceilidh and � nale dance rounded 
things o�  on Friday night.

‘We’ve got really talented and 
well-travelled musicians as tutors 
so it’s great for the kids to see what 
they can work towards,’ Amie 
added.

‘� anks to the community for 
the support, all the local businesses 
who donate, and our committee 
and volunteers. Without them it all 
could not have been done.’

Fèis nan Garbh Chrìochan is a 
charitable group which has pro-
moted traditional music and lan-
guage in west Lochaber, through 
ongoing tuition and its annual Fèis 
week, since 1990.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

The keyboard group pictured at the feis.

The accordion group pictured at the Feis nan Gargh Chrochan held in Acharacle. 

Drumming tutor Hugh MacCallum, with 
Sam MacRae of Fort William. 

Feis tutor Lauren Moir with pupils Lexi 
Duncan and Duncan MacAulay. 

The drumming group was a popular class.
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Becky Jones and Rowan Willis of Lochaline Highland 
Dancers put on a show. 

Strontian Scouts had a couple of stalls, including this water 
cannon.

The crowds were treated to a great day of entertainment in � ne weather.

Paul Dearie winds up for a throw. Alasdair Davidson gets set in the shot put.

New generation host    record games

Mull and Iona Pipe Band open the Morvern Games.

A record number of specta-
tors attended the Morvern 
Highland Games on 
Saturday as the crowds en-
joyed a ‘buzzing’ atmosphere 
in what was the inaugural 
games for the new � ve-
strong committee.

As the sun shone down 
on Lochaline’s Knock Park, 
there was a feeling of relief 
among the organisers as 
they they managed to avoid 
a repeat of last year’s event, 
which came close to being 
cancelled due to gale force 
winds and heavy rain.

Instead, the committee were 
treated to a day of sunshine 
and revelry as a huge crowd 
of locals and visitors � ocked 
to the games � eld to soak up 
the atmosphere and enjoy 
a � ne display of traditional 
music, dance and sport.

In the 31-year history of the 
Morvern Highland Games, 
this year had the highest 
number of people involved 
in the event with almost 25 
stalls on show, including 

seafood from Mull, baked 
goods from Skye and the 
local sailing club.

Riona Whyte, chairwoman 
of the Morvern Games 
committee, said: ‘We’ve been 
blessed this year with the 
sunshine - it’s a big improve-
ment from last year!

‘It was a really fantastic 
turnout and we’ve made 
some improvements to the 
events this year. It’s the 
biggest event in the calendar 
here and it’s great that the 
community come along and 
support it.

‘� ere’s a brand new com-
mittee in charge this year 

so we are just continually 
making improvements. We 
also received money this 
year from the Morvern 
Community Trust for gener-
ators and tents, so that’s been 
a big help.’

� e heavy events attracted 
plenty of oohs and aahs from 
the crowd as a � eld of seven 

competitors, which included 
just two locals, tried their 
hand at the hammer and the 
shot put.

Both children and adults 
were involved in the track 
and � eld events, which again 
kept the crowd entertained.

Away from the sporting 
events there was a � ne show 

Chieftain Angus Robertson 
opens the games.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

MEET THE ADVISER 

PRACTICAL BASIC BOOK-KEEPING  
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Runners line up for the mixed lap race.

Helen Jones was the �rst Lochaline dancer to perform at the games.

Alasdair Firth with his book on Morvern woodlands was there with his wife Sam and mother-
in-law Rose Luckman. The trio were there on behalf of Morvern Community Woodlands.

Barry Hawthorn from Isle of Skye Bakery Co. Face painting added a splash of colour. 

New generation host    record games

Mull and Iona Pipe Band open the Morvern Games.

of Highland dancing from 
the Lochaline Highland 
Dancers who, tutored by 
Vicky Horn, made their �rst 
appearance at the games.

Chie�ain Angus Robertson 
said: ‘We have had three 
really washed out years here 
and everybody remembers 
the games as a sunny and 

happy day, so we are long 
overdue good weather and 
I’m glad everyone is in the 
sun and happy again.

‘It’s a great honour to be 
chie�ain. It’s a very tradition-
al event that’s been happening 
for so many years, so it’s a 
great honour to be asked to 
be part of that. I’m delighted, 

especially to do it this year 
with a record number of stalls 
and people involved. And 
it’s all because of the new 
committee. �e games are 
coming into a new era – it’s 
very positive.’

Mr Robertson has been 
an enthusiastic supporter of 
the games since its rebirth 
in 1987, assisting the then 
Sporting Club of Lochaline 
in securing the future of 
Knock Park for this and 
future generations. 

Speaking about the new 
committee he added: ‘It’s 
not necessarily new people 
or families, it’s just the next 
generation of the families that 
have been associated with the 
games for more than 70 years. 
�ere’s been a really nice 
feeling this year and it’s just 
buzzing!’

�e committee would like 
to thank all sponsors, adver-
tisers, Morvern Community 
Trust, Ardtornish Estate, 
Ardtornish Hydro Fund, all 
the volunteers and everyone 
attending or contributing to 
the events throughout the 
week.
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Stramash nursery boss hails 
boost for outdoor learning
� e head of an outdoor 
learning centre in Fort 
William has welcomed 
a new six-� gure invest-
ment from the Scottish 
Government into outdoor 
learning and hopes the new 
funding will ‘take learning 
back to its roots’.

Team leader at Fort 
William-based Stramash 
outdoor learning Cameron 
Sprague said the allocation 
of £600,000 of funding for 
outdoor learning across 
Scotland is further evidence 
of the importance of using 
the outdoors for teaching.

Last � ursday, new rural 
a� airs and natural envi-
ronment minister,  Mairi 
Gougeon MSP, announced 
the fresh investment, which 
she hopes will ‘connect 
children and young people 
with nature, the physical 
environment and our 
communities’.

Highland Council is one 
of three local authorities 
picked for a pilot by � rive 
Outdoors, or Inspiring 
Scotland, who are de-
livering the project with 
Lochaber groups set to be 

involved with the delivery 
of outdoor education 
training.

Stramash outdoor 
nursery, based  at the old 
BA Club near Inverlochy, 
is set to bene� t from the 
investment.

Mr Sprague said: ‘We 
are extremely excited to 
see this investment in out-
door learning by Scottish 
Government. 

‘It is further evidence 
that the government, Care 
Inspectorate and other 
agencies not only are vali-
dating the bene� ts of out-
door learning for children, 
but also valuing it so much 
they want to create more 
opportunities for children 
to experience it.

‘I � rmly believe outdoor 
learning is an equaliser and 
am so proud of the growing 
nursery community we 
have here in Lochaber. 
I’m hoping Stramash can 
support Highland Council 
and others develop their 
own early years outdoor 
practice over the coming 
years as we all prepare for 
the 1,140-hour expansion.’

Glencoe is a site of pilgrim-
age for many from around 
the world and among the 
weekend’s visitors were the 
musicians of the Dominion 
of Canada Pipes and Drums.

As well as a march through 
the village and a visit to the 
memorial, the band’s John 
O’Hara presented a plaque 
to Ros MacDonald of the 
Glencoe Heritage Trust in 
memory of two recently 
deceased band members, 
Candice Stott and Michael 
Porter.

Candice (Candy) fell in love 
with Glencoe on a previous 
visit by the band and had al-
ways intended to return. � e 

plaque will now be displayed 
within the Heritage Trust of-
� ce as a permanent memorial 
to her.

Glencoe Heritage Trust 
secretary Ros said that, des-

pite the weather, the band’s 
visit had been a tremendous 
success.

‘� e weather was terrible 
but the pipers and drummers 
didn’t seem to mind and there 

were a lot of people from all 
over the area who came along 
to see them,’ she told us.

‘� ey also presented us with 
a plaque which is really very 
nice and will have a special 
place in our o�  ce.’

� e band, formerly known 
as the Can-Am Pipes and 
Drums, was formed in 2009 
for the express purpose of 
providing an opportunity for 
pipe band musicians and sup-
porters to tour and perform 
in Scotland, and beyond.

Canadian 
pipers march 
on Glencoe

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

John O’Hara presents the memorial plaque to Ros 
MacDonald of the Glencoe Heritage Trust.competitions

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 
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experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
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following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for 
two adults. There is no cash alternative.
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number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
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Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
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takes place in the grounds of which castle?
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ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

201_sf07.indd   201 22/05/2018   14:56:31

WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE TRIALS WITH CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE 

CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch the 
wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Land 
Rover Blair Castle International Horse Trials is sure to be an 
unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy camping Friday and Saturday night, including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 
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All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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There was a large turnout 
to welcome the Canadian 
pipers at Glencoe, despite 
the weather. All photographs Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

Before playing at Glencoe, 
the band’s pipers and drum-
mers performed at Culloden 
and in Wick, and then 
a�erwards went on to other 
locations, including Eilean 
Donan Castle, Dunvegan 
Castle on Skye, Glen�nnan, 
Mallaig and Spean Bridge.

Pipers play a lament at 
Glencoe war memorial 
during their visit on Sunday. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 
alba.photos
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Ben Nevis DrDONATIONS WANTED 
We’re always looking for quality used furniture, white goods and household items - 

and for maximum convenience, we’re happy to accept donations at the shop. 
Just pop by - and while you’re here, take the opportunity to have a browse! 

Not able to drop items at our shop? 
We can collect your donation free of charge! Simply phone 01463 715615

Find us at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. 
We’re open Monday to Saturday between 10am and 4pm! 
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Point and Sandwick Trust 
hopes to harness wider 
support for its community 
wind farm and the projects 
it supports by introducing a 
new level of membership – 
Friends of the Trust.

Point and Sandwick Trust 
is 100 per cent owned by 
the community and invests 
all pro� ts generated by its 
three-turbine wind farm at 
Beinn Grideag to projects 
and initiatives in the Western 
Isles. � e trust is made up 
of 450 local members, an 
elected board and a small, 
dedicated team of sta�  based 
in the Old School at Knock.

Local membership gives 
residents the chance to 
speak up on trust activities, 
ensuring the organisation 
is always working for its 
community.

Full trust membership 
is reserved for residents of 
the districts of Point and 
Sandwick, which comprises 
16 villages from Sandwick in 
the west of the Eye Peninsula 
to Tiumpan Head in the east.

Beyond the local area, 
however, the trust enjoys 
support for its work as a 
charitable organisation and 
as a social enterprise.

� e trust already has a good 
following on social media 
– � nd it on Facebook @
Pointandsandwicktrust and 
on Twitter @PointSandwick 
– but has now launched this 
second level of membership 
‘Friends of the Trust’ in 
recognition of that wider 
support. As Friends of the 
Trust, supporters will be kept 
up-to-date with the latest 
news, receiving a quarterly 
digital newsletter.

A troupe of Gaelic-speaking 
Bollywood dancers from 
Sta�  n on Skye are to perform 
at Belladrum Tartan Heart 
Festival.

Six years ago, Davinder 
and Sonia Gill moved from 
London to run Mackenzie 
Stores, a � lling station and 
grocery shop in the remote 
community of Sta�  n. Since 
then, the Gills have intro-
duced takeaway food to the 
store and their two youngest 
children, Heaven, 8, and 
Prayr, 7, have started at Sta�  n 
Primary School.

Before moving north, Sonia 
was a dancer in Bhangra 
and Bollywood groups, 
performing across the UK in 
many shows, including at the 
Dome in Birmingham for the 
Bhangra Awards. 

In Skye, the troupe she 
coaches, Sta�  n Bollywood, 
started as a fundraiser for the 
Skye Dance Festival whose 
organisers were so impressed 
they asked the dancers to take 
part in the festival showcase. 
Now they have been invited to 
perform at one of Scotland’s 
premier music festivals. 

Stornoway Library will host a 
Moonhackathon for the � rst 
time on Friday July 20.

A Moonhack is an annual 
celebration of coding which 
aims to get parents, the 
community and, most impor-
tantly, children enthusiastic 
about coding.  Moonhack 

Lewis group 
launches ‘Friends 
of the Trust’ 
membership

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Festival spot for Skye’s 
Bollywood dancers

Up to 15 of the 20 children 
in the school participate, their 
ages ranging between P1 and 
P7. All dressed in di� erent 
Bollywood out� ts. 

Rehearsing weekly at the 
school, Sonia says they are 
now looking into fusing 
Gaelic songs with Bollywood 
music, with the � rst perfor-
mances in this genre possibly 
at Belladrum this year.

‘I go through the di� erent 
styles of dance when teach-
ing, not only Bollywood as it 
is important for them to have 
versatility,’ said Sonia.

‘� e youngsters learn about 
Indian culture, food, clothes, 
music, traditions and, of 
course, dance as there are 
so many variations of dance 
– giving a di� erent visual 
result. I learn from them as 
well – everyday is a lesson.’

Promoter Jon Gibbs said 
Sonia’s troupe is the ‘perfect 
answer to a prayer’ for organ-
isers, given that this year’s 
theme for the family-friendly 
festival is Bollywood, and he 
is looking forward to wel-
coming them.

Together with their other 
two children, Angel, 18, and 
Dream, 17, the Gill family are 
thrilled with their life in Skye.

‘Skye is an amazing place, a 
great place to raise children 
and to be a part of the com-
munity,’ added Sonia.

‘People are so nice. We 
live the dream as it is such a 
beautiful place.’

Sta�  n Bollywood will be 
hitting the main stage at 
Bella at 1.35pm on Saturday 
August 4.

Left: Sonia Gill 
moved to Skye 
from London six 
years ago and 
set up Sta�  n 
Bollywood. 

Sta�  n Bollywood dancers are getting set for their performance on the main stage at 
Belladrum Tartan Heart Festival on Saturday August 4. 

originated in Australia and 
last year 28,575 children from 
all around the world took 
part in the free event.

Moonhack 2018 will be 
even bigger and aims to set a 
world record to get the most 
children coding in one day. 
� e Moonhackathon is part 

of the library Code Club and 
will take place in � e Space @ 
Stornoway Library on Friday 
July 20 from 10.30am until 
noon. A second Moonhack 
has been scheduled for 3pm 
to 4.30pm. � e sessions are 
perfect for children who may 
be completely new to coding, 

as well as more experienced 
coders. � e date is particu-
larly meaningful as it also 
commemorates the Apollo 11 
moon landing when mission 
commander Neil Armstrong 
and pilot Buzz Aldrin landed 
the lunar module, Eagle, on 
July 20, 1969. As well as the 

Moonhackathon, people will 
also have the chance to ex-
perience the Apollo 11 moon 
landing via virtual reality. 
� e Apollo 11 VR experience 
(booking recommended) 
gives a fantastic impression of 
how it feels to travel through 
space and walk on the moon.

Stornoway hosts � rst Moonhackathon coding event
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Trade union GMB Scotland 
has described what it sees as 
'the e� ective closure' of the 
BiFab yards in Lewis and Fife 
as a ‘dark day’ for the Scottish 
economy, a� er further redun-
dancies were con� rmed last 
week.

From a core workforce 
of 400 and a further 1,000 
contractors, just seven sta�  
have been o� ered part-time 
positions to oversee the main-
tenance and security of the 
yards and assets in Arnish, 
Burntisland and Methil.

However, 12 senior manag-
ers from the original BiFab 
business will be fully retained 
by new owners DF Barnes/JV 
Driver.

GMB Scotland organiser 
Alan Ritchie said: ‘We were 
promised a bright future by 
the new owners but the cold, 
hard truth is that these yards 
are now closed until new 
orders can be secured.

‘� ere is also anger and 
resentment that some of the 
people responsible for the 
demise of BiFab have had 
their futures secured, while 
the workers who made the 
sacri� ces to complete the 
Beatrice order have been 
shown the door.

‘Jam tomorrow is of no use 
to our members and their 
families. � is is a dark day 
for Fife and Lewis and for the 
Scottish economy. Whether 
there is any light in the weeks 
and months to come remains 
to be seen.’

In April this year, Canadian 
company JV Driver, through 
its subsidiary DF Barnes, 
acquired BiFab as part of 

Broadford care home resi-
dent Catherine Matheson, 
91, remembers what health-
care on Skye was like before 
the National Health Service 
was formed 70 years ago.

As the healthcare service 
celebrates its 70th birthday 
this year, An Acarsaid res-
ident Catherine – or Katie 
as she is better known – re-
members when the service 
� rst came to the island.

‘� e family were delighted 
when the NHS started as we 
no longer had to pay and we 
got better care,’ she said.

Before the NHS came 
into being on July 5, 1948, 
healthcare could be an ex-

pensive drain on the family 
budget.

Katie, originally from 
Waternish, said: ‘It cost my 
family four shillings every 
time they had to get the 
doctor to call. Luckily my 
father was very friendly with 
the doctor, so I don’t think 
we paid him for every visit.’

Which was a great help, as 
Katie explained: ‘I had asth-
ma, so saw the doctor every 
three weeks or so as a child.’

Travelling around Skye 
was more di�  cult back 
then. She said:  ‘� e doctor 
had a car, but the nurse had 
to go on her rounds on a 
bicycle. Eventually, though, 

she got a motorbike.’ And 
times could be very tough 
before the NHS was set up, 
although the community 
pulled together to help.

She said: ‘� ere was a per-
son we called the Inspector 
of the Poor who would come 
round to see if you were well 
or not. 

‘� ey could issue food 
vouchers if we needed them. 
We didn’t have to pay for 
this.

‘And it was the women of 
the village who would help if 
someone had a baby. It was 
only a� er the NHS began 
that we started seeing the 
midwives coming round.’

Seafarers sought 
for reunion dinner
Coastal and seafaring 
communities are being 
asked to help track down 
former students and sta�  of 
Leith Nautical College for a 
reunion in September.

Everyone connected 
to the former maritime 
training centre is invited to 
a weekend of activities in 
Edinburgh on September 29 
and 30. Tickets are available 
until Tuesday July 31.

For tickets, go to www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/leith-nau-
tical-college-reunion-din-
ner-tickets-46572552759

Three rescue 
teams help walker

Skye booklet to 
educate visitors

an agreement brokered by 
the Scottish Government to 
support new opportunities 
at these yards for fabrication 
and construction in the ma-
rine, renewables and energy 
sector.

As part of the agreement, 
announced by First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon, the Scottish 
Government took a minor-
ity shareholding in the new 
company to demonstrate 
continued commitment to 
supporting the future of the 
company’s yard in Arnish, 
Lewis, as well as in Fife.

DF Barnes said the compa-
ny is working to secure new 
contracts for BiFab.

However, the news of redun-
dancies concerns Western 
Isles MSP Alasdair Allan.

He said: ‘� e continued 
reduction in sta�  ng numbers 
across the BiFab sites is a 
matter for real concern and 
I have raised this with the 
new minister for business, 
fair work and skills Jamie 
Hepburn MSP in a telephone 
call earlier this a� ernoon.

‘I am in regular dialogue 
with former yard employees. 
Reports the company is giv-
ing little or no information 
to sta�  are concerning. Many 
months have gone by since 
the bulk of the workforce 
were made redundant and 
this is a long time to be out of 
work. � ere is a pressing need 
for orders to come to Arnish 
soon and the company needs 
to engage with their employ-
ees and the unions about 
their e� orts on this front.’

‘Dark day’ as union claims 
yard is ‘effectively closed’

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

VISITUS
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Sta�  from the An Acarsaid care home with Katie Matheson and her great grand 
nephews John and Lachlan who are over visiting with their parents from Ireland. 

Life on Skye before the NHS

Three Mountain Rescue 
Teams came to the assis-
tance of an injured walker 
in the Loch Shiel area on 
Wednesday July 11.

Kintail Mountain Rescue 
Team received the initial 
call out to the casualty, who 
had taken a tumble when 
descending from the South 
Shiel Ridge.

The coastguard helicopter 
was unable to reach the 
walker due to low cloud, but 
Skye and Glenelg Mountain 
Rescue Teams assisted with 
carrying the casualty over 
di�  cult ground.

Tourism cooperative, 
SkyeConnect, has published 
a lea� et designed to 
educate visitors travelling 
through Skye and Raasay.

Diagrams on how to 
drive on single track roads, 
instructions on preserving 
the local countryside and 
a list of public toilets are 
included. A digital pdf 
version is also available.

Booklets can be picked 
up at Portree VisitScotland 
o�  ce.

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1



Lochaber Times
Thursday 19 July 201814  NEWS

LT

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

One Show heads 
for the Hebrides
� e BBC’s � agship pro-
gramme, � e One Show, in 
the Hebrides this week as 
part of a unique partnership 
with Scotland’s Gaelic Media 
Service (Seirbheis nam 
Meadhanan Gàidhlig), MG 
Alba.

� e weeknight magazine 
programme will broadcast 
live from the Isle of Harris 
and the Isle of Lewis tonight 
as part of a two-night special.

Presenters Alex Jones and 
Matt Baker will be based at 
West Harris Trust’s Talla na 
Mara this evening (July 19), 
from 7pm on BBC1.

� is new community centre 
was o�  cially opened last 
year by Ben Fogle and boasts 
stunning views of Nisabost 
beach across to the Isle of 
Taransay, appropriately 
where Castaway was � lmed.

Tomorrow, Friday July 20, 

at 7pm, Alex and Matt will 
be in Stornoway live from the 
annual HebCelt Festival.

Both programmes will 
focus on life in the Hebrides, 
with a range of features each 
night.

BBC Alba’s Fiona 
Mackenzie will present 
one of these, while the 
programme will celebrate 10 
years of BBC Alba.

Putting together a project of 

this scale has been signi� cant. 
MG Alba is providing half of 
the 50 or so crew involved in 
the outside broadcast.

MG Alba’s facilities in 
Stornoway will act as a 
key hub, providing sound, 
camera, lighting, editing 
and outside broadcast (OB) 
facilities.

Alex Jones said: ‘Matt and 
I are really looking forward 
to our � rst visit to Lewis and 

Harris. From everything we 
have seen, it is a stunning part 
of the world. With a fantastic 
mix of features and guests, we 
are sure our viewers are going 
to love these very special pro-
grammes from the Hebrides.’

Donald Campbell, chief 
executive of MG Alba, added: 
‘We are delighted to welcome 
� e One Show to Lewis and 
Harris. MG Alba is very 
proud that we have been able 
to build this partnership with 
our BBC network colleagues.

‘We are delighted that MG 
Alba’s people and facilities 
are able to accommodate 
one of the highest pro� le 
BBC brands in the UK and 
that UK audiences will have 
a wonderful opportunity to 
share the magic that makes 
our Gaelic-speaking part 
of the world so special, 
especially as we celebrate 
the vibrancy of BBC Alba as 
the channel reaches its 10th 
anniversary.’

The heavy events are always popular with the spectators.

Matt Baker and Alex Jones will be on Harris and Lewis.

Lochcarron gears up 
for Highland games
� e Lochcarron Highland 
Games celebrates its 40th an-
niversary when it takes place 
on Saturday (July 21).

� e Scottish Salmon 
Company will once again be 
headline event sponsor for the 
second consecutive year.

A bumper schedule of 
activity is planned for the day 
– from traditional Scottish 
sports and dancing to music 
and food, including samples 
of SSC’s � nest sea loch fresh 
Scottish Salmon and other 
Scottish delicacies – and spec-
tators are in for a real treat as 

the event celebrates its ruby 
anniversary at Attadale Estate 
in Wester Ross.

A returning highlight to the 
games is the annual hill race, 
which crowds can watch un-
folding from the games � eld.

� e Lochcarron Highland 
Games, or the ‘friendly games’ 
as it has become known, has 
gone from strength to strength, 
attracting thousands of vis-
itors from all over the world 
with many making the annual 
trip from France, Germany, 
USA, Sweden, Denmark and 
the Netherlands.

01397 874000 whc.uhi.ac.uk

apply now!
Portree, Broadford, Auchtertyre, Mallaig, Fort William

for autumn start 
Kilchoan, Kinlochleven, Gairloch, Strontian & Ullapool

@

Your local college  
centre can offer part 

 time and flexible  
study options  
- give us a call!

#thinkwestisbest

Thinking…

>  about your future? 

>  of a new career?

> of combining work  
and learning?

West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193).

Claire Francis MacNeil - NC Music

Claire Francis MacNeil ready to move on after music success
“I grew up in Barra surrounded by dance and 
music.  I sing, play the � ddle, bagpipes and piano.
I am looking for a career combining Gaelic and 
traditional music.  NC Music here in Fort William 
was great, o� ering lots of choice covering 
di� erent styles of music as well as di� erent types 
of musicians. We had a good time pulling together 
and working on performances, especially for 
the music and fashion showcase evening. There 
are fantastic music facilities here at the College.  
Sound production was amazing.  
In September, I am going to Glasgow Uni to study 
Gaelic, but � rst I am going to Stornoway where I 
have a summer placement at BBC Alba. “

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFT

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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With the fantastic weather 
we’ve been having this 
summer, what could be more 
magical than watching Harry 
Potter at a drive-in movie?

Well, wands at the ready, be-
cause we are giving � ve lucky 
readers the chance to win 
a car ticket to the ultimate 
Potter pilgrimage – Harry 
Potter at Glencoe – thanks 
to itison drive-in movies.

� is bank holiday, treat 
your youngsters to day 
to remember with a car 
ticket to a magical Harry 
Potter matinee or a� ernoon 
screening, choosing from 
the Philosopher’s Stone, the 
Chamber of Secrets or the 
Half Blood Prince, against 
the spectacular backdrop 
of the Glencoe Mountain 
Resort.

You will be able  to  toast 
marshmallows by the � re 
pit, sip delicious potions, try 
tubing and whoosh down the 
rolling hills or enjoy a spot of 

� ying on a magical chairli�  
that ascends 2200�  above 
ground giving breath-taking 
views of Glencoe – before 
settling down to watch the 
movie on the huge outdoor 
screen. � ese activities are 
not included in the drive-in 
movie car ticket prize.

As part of the terms and 

conditions, entrants must 
be 18 or over. � e prize is 
only valid for itison Drive-
In Movies: Harry Potter 
at Glencoe. � e prize is 
non-transferable, with no 
refunds. Prize is for one car 
ticket only.

Winners will be contacted 
by itison and will be required 

to book their screening by 
Friday July 27. Winners will 
be required to give their 
vehicle registration number 
on booking. Winners can 
choose from the following 
screenings:

Friday August 3
11am – Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone

4.30pm – Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets

Saturday August 4
11am – Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone
Sunday August 5
11am – Harry Potter and 

the Half Blood Prince .
To enter this competition, 

please answer the following 
question:

How many Harry Potter 
� lms have been made?

Email your answer to edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk along 
with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number.

� e closing date for the 
competition is Monday July 
23 at 5pm.

� e winners’ contact details 
will be passed on to itison 
for the purpose of securing 
the prize. No other entrants’ 
details will be passed on to 
itison. � e Oban Times will 
not use your details for any 
other purpose outwith this 
competition.

Win car ticket to Harry 
Potter drive-in movie

Win one of � ve car tickets to a Harry Potter drive-in movie.

Trading Standards O�  cers 
from Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar are aware of 
doorstep collectors currently 
operating in Lewis who may 
be portraying to be charity 
collectors. 

Legitimate charity 
collectors should not be 
confused with potential 
doorstep scams.

A spokesperson said: ‘If a 
person feels under pressure 
or has any concerns at any 
time, they should contact 
Trading Standards on 01851 
822 694, Police Scotland on 
101 or Faire Community 
Careline on 01851 701702

‘If you would prefer 
not to have such callers 
at your doorstep, we 
remind residents that 
Doorstoppers signage from 
the Doorstoppers Campaign 
can be printed o�  from the 
Comhairle’s website.’

Door to door 
collections 
concerns

VISITUS
w w w.lo chab er t ime s .co.uk
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MSP backs innovative 
new cycling scheme

Lochaber Rotary launches pop-up cafe in Fort

Kate Forbes MSP hopes that 
an innovative cycling scheme 
will help older people across 
the Highlands stay active and 
socialise.

Following a successful 
pilot scheme in Falkirk, 
the Scottish Government is 
providing £300,000 to set 
up the Cycling Without Age 
(CWA) project in � ve local 
authorities across the country 
during 2018/19.

Originating in Denmark, 
CWA encourages volunteers 
to take older people for bike 
rides, using specially-de-
signed ‘trishaws’. It aims to 
help socially-isolated older 
people meet others and be 
physically active.

Kate Forbes MSP recently 
met CWA Scotland repre-
sentatives at the Scottish 
Parliament, and even had a 
ride to the debating chamber 
in one of the trishaws, along 
with Holyrood’s Deputy 
Presiding O�  cer, Christine 
Grahame MSP. 

� e MSP for Skye and 
Lochaber said: ‘Cycling 
Without Age Scotland is a 
brilliant charity to help older 
folk get out and about.

‘I recently met them in the 
Scottish Parliament to hear 
about their work in other 
parts of Scotland and I think 
it’s about time we got a project 
going in the Highlands.

‘Obviously, rural geog-
raphy and the mountains 
mean there are additional 
challenges but these are not 
insurmountable.

‘Isolation and loneliness 
are exceedingly common 
challenges facing our older 
friends and neighbours, and 
it is exacerbated by poor 
mobility. Any initiatives to 
enable people to meet one 
another and enjoy some 
physical exercise is to be 
welcomed.’

Club president Iain Johnston, left, with his Rotary pop-up team. Absent are Mike MacGruer and Terry Lee.

Kate Forbes and Christine 
Grahame try out one of 
the ‘trishaws’.

Keir gets set to 
rock Belladrum 
It looks as if Fort William’s 
Keir Gibson is well on the way 
to following in the footsteps 
of his musical heroes in the 
shape of Coldplay’s famous 
frontman Chris Martin and 
Dire Straits legend Mark 
Knop� er.

Just 17, Keir, who le�  
Lochaber High School this 
year at the end of his � � h 
year, has already won over 
local and regional audiences 
with his guitar skills and rich, 
soulful set list.

Born into a music-loving 
family with whom he lives in 
Banavie, Keir is due to take 
the Free Range Stage at next 
month’s Belladrum Tartan 
Heart Festival.

Headline acts include 
Paloma Faith, Primal Scream 
and Amy MacDonald, and 
Keir told the Lochaber Times 
this week he was really 
looking forward to the event 
by Beauly, which runs from 
August 2-4.

‘It will be a fantastic experi-
ence – I really can’t wait,’ said 
Keir, who is taking a year out 

to try his hand at making a 
full-time career in music.

‘I want to pursue music as a 
career and have been working 
closely with Sean Cousins 
[founding member of Scots 
band   Hò-rò], who has been 
helping me gain access to a 
wide range of opportunities 
and all aspects of the music 
business.

‘Belladrum will be amazing. 
I’ve been going to the festival 
since I was quite young and 
having the chance to � nally 
get on that stage and debut 
some of my own music will 
be a really special experience. 
Especially as my family will 

be coming to support me. 
� ey have always been very 
supportive and a big shout 
out to my sister, Rosa, who’s 
been fantastically supportive 
and helpful.

‘And I have to put on record 
my thanks to my guitar 
teacher, Jason � urston, who 
has been a massive in� uence 
on me and has helped me 
with every kind of music and 
is always on call if I need a bit 
of help with something.’

Among the Belladrum 
acts Keir is hoping to 
grab a glimpse of is Amy 
MacDonald.

‘I’d like to see her perform 
and a few others as well,’ 
added Keir, who is currently 
working on a new EP which 
he is hoping to release soon.

Asked to name his music 
in� uences, Keir reckons the 
Coldplay and Dire Straits 
frontmen take some beating.

‘If I had to pick a single 
main musical in� uence, I’d 
have to say Chris Martin. I 
really admire his songwriting 
skills and his stage presence.

‘And Mark Knop� er as well 
– he’s just such an amazing 
guitar player.’

With good support from 
locals and visitors, Lochaber 
Rotary Club opened the � rst 
of its three Saturday pop-up 
café events at the weekend in 
Fort William.

� e pop-up café, which is in 
the hall at the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church on the 
Parade Green, will be open 

again on September 22 and 
October 27 when, once more, 
tea/co� ee and cakes and 
traybakes will be available 
from 11am to 3pm, with soup 
and sandwiches being served 
from noon until 2pm. All the 
dishes are homemade, with 
a range of sandwiches and a 
choice of three soups.

Apart from the cost of 
renting the hall, the club has 
no other overheads and all 
the income goes to worthy 
charitable causes.

Club president Iain 
Johnston said: ‘While we 
were delighted with the 
public support, we could have 
comfortably welcomed more.

‘We entertained around 60 
people in the café. It was a 
fantastic atmosphere and a 
great time was had by all.

‘� anks also to my Rotary 
colleagues for all their hard 
work and to Sheila Sutton, 
widow of the late past-pres-
ident Mick Sutton, for her 
support.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Keir Gibson.
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Novel approach to publication
Moidart author launches his sequel as Fort bookshop celebrates fi rst year

� e Highland Bookshop 
was the venue for the o�  cial 
launch of We Fought for 
Ardnish, the sequel to best-
seller, Ardnish Was Home, 
on Wednesday July 11.

� e book, penned by 
Moidart author Angus 
MacDonald, tells the story of 
a Lovat Scout in the Second 
World War who meets a 
young French Canadian 
Special Operations Executive 
agent in the Alps. A� er the 
latter is injured at war, the 
pair are � nally reunited and 
plan to live together in his 
beloved Ardnish.

Mr MacDonald was inter-
viewed by his brother Peter 
‘Peeps’ MacDonald on the 
methods, inspiration and 
work that went into cra� ing 
both books, but especially 
the latest publication. � ere 
were plenty of questions and 
interaction from a warm and 
enthusiastic crowd.

A� erwards, there were 
one-to-one signings of both 

titles, for those who had 
read, and for those wishing 
to jump into, the series. So 
far copies have been posted 
to Australia, Canada and the 
Netherlands, proving the af-
fection for the Lochaber area 
and illustring how the stories 

that come from within it are 
loved globally.

� e book launch coin-
cided with the Highland 
Bookshop’s � rst birthday, 
which was celebrated by the 
sta�  on Saturday July 14 
with a tasty slice of cake and 

a look back over the past year.
Shop manager Sarah-Louise 

Bamblett said: ‘We’ve doubled 
our � oor space, with room 
for photo and art exhibitions, 
and extended our stock of 
outdoor books and maps to 
cater for locals and visitors. 

We’ve also been very lucky 
to enjoy visits from several 
authors and been part of local 
schools’ push for reading.’

� e shop has also been 
shortlisted as a regional � nal-
ist for Scottish Independent 
Bookshop of the Year in 

the British Book Awards 
2018.  ‘Above all, we are most 
grateful for the support of our 
local community, felt all year 
round and we are looking 
forward to building on this 
last year’s success,’ added 
Sarah-Louise.

Angus MacDonald was interviewed by his brother Peter ‘Peeps’ MacDonald about his new book in front of an audience at the Highland Book Shop, 
where Sarah-Louise Bamblett and Kelsey Ward handed out free cake. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, Alba.photos.

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

sta�  on Saturday July 14 
with a tasty slice of cake and 

Bordeaux and a 
very good book
I move from the celebrations 
of Barra to a short holiday 
among the chateaux of 
Bordeaux for this week’s 
offering.  

I had never been to France 
before and have next to no 
knowledge of wine – making 
it, tasting it, smelling it or 
drinking it – so on the second 
day we decided to rectify this 
and booked a whole day’s 
tour taking in three chateaux 
(chateau being French for 
wine-making croft!). 

Off Ania and I went to 
explore the vineyards of this 
region famed the world over 
for its excellence in producing 
the very best of wines.

Each chateau on the tour 
provided a fascinating insight 
into the passion that the peo-
ple of this area have for wine. 
The fi rst was particularly 
enjoyable because the woman 
conducting the tour was so 
similar to the type of kindly, 
strong-mind crofter’s wife 
you would meet anywhere in 
the Highlands.   

Although she had no English 
and we have no French, and 
her commentary had to be 

translated by our guide, she 
exuded a genuine character 
and commitment to her 
family’s profession that tran-
scended the language barrier.  

As matriarch of this 
wine-making family, she was 
much less of a suave sales-
type than her equivalents on 
the subsequent tours but she 
won me over far more effec-
tively. She was direct, slightly 
scary and defi nitely gave the 
impression that she would hit 
with her rolling pin anyone 
who might have had the poor 
taste, audacity and courage to 
not like her wine! Fortunately 
the wine was superb so the 
rolling pin wasn’t required. 

For the rest of the trip, the 
food, the wine, the scenery 
and the welcome were 
exceptional. 

However, regardless of 
their combined attributes and 
effect they were all outshone 
by the book I happened to 
take with me for passing the 
time on the trains and planes. 

Ardnish Was Home is the 
fi rst novel written by Angus 
MacDonald from Spean 
Bridge. I have known Angus 
for a number of years and 
although I hold him in very 
high regard, I have to admit to 
being a little sceptical about 

the prospect of what his fi rst 
novel might be like. I have 
long awaited a non-fi ction 
book that he has been work-
ing on about his experiences 
as a businessman, so a novel 
was very unexpected.

Angus, while having a 
military background (Queen’s 
Own Highlanders), has made 
his name starting, building up 
and selling companies.  

The track record of those 
who have been highly 
successful in one fi eld and 
then turn to novel writing is 
not a good one and in many 
instances these books are 
merely vanity projects that 
lack literary skill and depth 
of narrative. However, Angus 
has bucked this trend with 
Ardnish was Home and pro-
duced a work of simple beau-
ty, which effectively deals 
with many of the complexities 
of confl ict and history while 
providing a captivating story 
as a foundation.

While travelling by train 
through rural France the 
beauties of the landscape 
were wasted on me as I was so 
engrossed in the story.  Next 
week I will delve in more 
detail into the background of 
the author and the gripping 
narrative of his fi rst book.
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We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Sale of bus depot is 
a welcome boost for 
Lochaber transport
� e ongoing saga of the withdrawal from 
Lochaber by the bus operator Stagecoach 
has been a worrying one for many 
residents of the area.

So it is very positive news we report 
today that Shiel Buses has bought the 
Stagecoach depot at Caol.

As we report this week, Shiel Buses 
managing director Donald MacGillivray 
has explained that the company, now in its 
40th year of operation, has been looking to 
bolster its presence in Fort William and an 
investment plan was put in place last year 
when the company secured the � rst of its 
services in Fort William.

Shiel has already secured some 
Highland Council contracts to provide 
services in Roy Bridge and Fort William. 
By Mr MacGillivray’s own admission, the 
company, though established for 40 years, 
is a small business though it appears to have 
big ambitions and has invested heavily in 
its � eet of vehicles. Indeed, the deal for the 
Caol depot has also seen it invest a further 
£250,000 to purchase the site.

Mr MacGillivray tells us the company 
will retain its depot in Claggan and keep 
its headquarters in Acharacle as it hopes to 
maintain a comprehensive service across 
Lochaber. � at is good new for its 70 
members of sta� .

To have a local, well-respected company 
take up the reins for providing bus services 
in Lochaber is a very welcome development 
and we wish Mr MacGillivray and his team 
every success.

Lack of parking could deter 
visitors to the islands
I was interested to read the letter (� e Oban 
Times, July 12) regarding overnight parking 
in Oban.

We found a similar situation on a recent visit 
when trying to � nd a suitable parking facility 
for an extended period to visit Mull. Like your 
reader, we were willing to pay but struggled to 
� nd somewhere reasonably near the pier.

Perhaps this should be given consideration 
to encourage visitors who want to come to the 
town and to visit the islands.

Jacquie MacIntyre,
by email.

An independent harbour 
trust is needed for Oban
Some years ago, the port of Glasgow was owned 
and run by the Clyde Navigation Trust on 
behalf of the citizens of Glasgow. Westminster 
took all the harbours, docks, buildings, land 
and the river and placed them into the newly 
formed Clydeport Authority, removing all the 
assets without compensation to the citizens of 
Glasgow. Ditto Port Glasgow and Greenock.

Later this whole ownership was sold to Peel 
Ports of the Isle of Man,  so outside ownership 
and in a tax haven. Later this also happened to 
the Forth Ports.

Oban Harbour is much di� erent with mul-
tiple ownership but the proposed formation 
of new controls by CMAL and CalMac would 
be restrictive and the result would be loss of 
control and possibly of assets by the many in-
terested owners, not least the people of Oban 
and area.

� ere does not seem to be knowledge of what 
response there might be from Argyll and Bute 
Council, which should be looking a� er the 
public interest,   but given its track record in 
looking a� er other assets, there is cause for 
concern.

I am � rmly of the opinion that all the local 
interests of running, maintaining and oper-
ating the harbour must be placed in an Oban 
Harbour Trust, with wide representation. 
Successful other trusts include Tobermory, 
Ullapool and Shetland. � is would need 
experienced and strong leadership,  so who is 
chosen is paramount.

It might be of interest to see if � e Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 might be 
used. It would facilitate progress if who owns 
what was listed – who has business and/or 
ownership of what is adjacent to the harbour.

What does the council own (North Pier) or 
act as agent for (trunk road A85), local jetties, 
the new short-stay marina. and so on?

It would be interesting and necessary for 
those proposing a harbour trust to have an 
indication of what might be the income and 
expenditure of such a body. � e � gures so far 
given on possible ownership or operating costs 
have no veri� cation as to how and by whom 
they were obtained.

� e book Who Pays the Ferryman? � e Great 
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Scottish Ferries Swindle by Roy Pedersen is 
required reading explaining why we have an 
outdated and unsuitable ferry services and at 
enormous expense,  when it should be pro� t-
able. Should Oban harbour be given into the 
control of such an incompetent out� t?

Donald Hutchison,
Fellow of the Institute of Chartered 
Shipbrokers.

Do not let CMAL become the 
new sole harbour authority
May I, � rstly, compliment Fergus Gillanders 
on the forensic detail contained in his letter 
(� e Oban Times, July 5).

By all means, have CMAL involved, but not 
exclusively, in the safety aspects of the bay but 
under no circumstances should it be allowed 
to become the harbour authority.

While it might, with much wringing of 
hands, cite safety as its main concern, make 
no mistake, this is about money, a great deal 
of money.

As the harbour authority, CMAL could 
impose anchoring charges, pilotage charges 
(which it could make compulsory), passenger 

landing charges and, perhaps, ban yacht rac-
ing within the bay.

If any, all or none of these charges are to be 
applied this should be at the discretion of our 
council wherein rests the ability to determine 
what is best for Oban and district.

A great deal has been done by the council 
and others to attract cruise ships, charter 
vessels and other leisure cra�  to the town with 
very obvious success and it would be dreadful 
if some of this were to be lost by aggressive 
charging.  � e clue is in the name, Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd.

J Patrick Maclean,
by email.

Dental service provided the 
on islands is excellent
I would like to answer the comments of David 
Fuller, who has commented about the lack of 
dental service to Mull and Iona since the retiral 
of Mr Price.

As a patient of the   current Mull and Iona 
Dental Service, I would like to disagree.

In my opinion, Dr Fuller was triaged absolutely 
perfectly by reception sta�  doing their job bril-
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Fort William. This week’s photograph is 
sent to us by Fiona McCuish, who said 
it was done on her mobile phone. Fiona 
added: ‘Taken at Dunardry canal lock, 
Cairnbaan. Beautiful light at 9pm.’

USEFUL CONTACTS
POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
AMBULANCE
999 or 01631 562928
COASTGUARD
999 or 01631 562685
RNLI
999 or 01631 563733
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463
DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500

Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):
01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 01631 567190 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000
Oban: 01631 570614

WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089
BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

AIG ÀM SAM BHEIL sinn 
a’ tòiseachadh air amasan 
an treas Plana Nàiseanta 
Gàidhlig a  chur an gnìomh 
tha � ios gum bheil e deata-
mach leasachadh a thoirt air 
dad sam bith a  dh’� aodadh 
obrachadh an aghaidh 
foillseachadh agus fàs na 
Gàidhlig is a cultar.

Ach ciamar a ghabhas 
buaidh a thoirt air mil-
leanan de luchd-turais a 
tha a’ siubhal far feadh 
an t-saoghail agus a tha a’ 
tadhal air coimhearsnachdan 
leithid na Gàidhealtachd is 
nan Eileanan far am bheil 
freumhan cultarach Gàidhlig 
� athast beò?

Saoilidh mise nach eil ach 
an aon � reagairt ann agus 
‘s e sin gum bithear a’ togail 
inbhe agus ìomhaigh na 
Gàidhlig feadh nan sgìrean 
sin agus gu nàiseanta agus ga 
margaideachd mar phrìomh 
tharraing dha luchd-tadhail.

Mar a dh’� às gnìomha-
chas turasachd air feadh na 
Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean 
thar nam bliadhnaichean, 
bha a’ mhòr-chuid a bha a’ 
frithealadh na margaid sin a’ 
tabhann aoigheachd, is gu ìre 
cur-seachad, air am biodh an 
luchd-turais eòlach.

B’ e an � eallsanachd a 
bh’ aca gum biodh coigrich 
measail agus riaraichte le 

rudan air an robh iad eòlach. 
‘S dòcha gun robh tomhas 
de dh’irioslachd fèin-mheas 
nan Gàidheal air an cuid 
dualchais � èin na phàirt den 
ghluasad seo ach gu ìre mhòr, 
agus gu chionn glè ghoirid air 
ais, cha robh  margaideachd 
turasachd Alba a’ toirt aithne 
sam bith air an luach neo an 
tarraing a th’ ann an turasa-
chd cultarach.

� a cuimhn’ agam mu 
� ichead bliadhna air ais 
àrd-riochdaire bhon Bhòrd 
Turasachd a bh’ againn an 
uairsin ag òraid aig co-lab-
hairt air turasachd cultarach.

Bhruidhinn e air goilf agus 
cha do thog e fàire tuath 
air Cill Rìmhinn. � a e na 
mhisneachadh gum bheil 
Visit Scotland /Alba a’ toirt 
aithne agus foillseachadh 
dhan Ghàidhlig agus chan eil 
teagamh nach eil na mìltean 
a bhios air an tàladh a chlu-
inntinn seinn agus labhairt sa 
chànan, agus tha dearbhadh 
gu leòr againn a-nise cuide-
achd gum bheil ùidh ann am 
biadh traidiseanta na sgìre.

Cha bhuainear ach mar 
a chuirear agus feumaidh 
luchd-gnìomhachais turas-
achd uile barrachd a dhèan-
amh gus sàr bhlas na dùthcha 
a lìbhrigeadh.

‘S dòcha gur e sloinneadh 
aon de na rudan as motha 

a tha a’ tarraing dhaoine às 
gach ceàrnaidh gu ruige Alba 
agus chun na Gàidhealtachd 
is nan Eilean gu sònraichte. 
Sliochd Ghàidheil a b’ 
� eudar an dùthaich � àgail 
a’ nochdadh luach air dìleab 
dualchais agus fèin-aithne.

Shoirbhich in-imrich 
Ghàidhealach feadh an 
t-saoghail, le Ameireagaidh 
air aon de na dùthchannan 
sin. Nach iongantach 
ma-thà gum biodh leithid 
Dhòmhnaill Trump, mac 
in-imrich Ghearmailteach 
agus Albannach, e � èin 
cho fada an aghaidh 
in-imreachas.

Gaelic language and culture 
are  unique and as yet a rela-
tively untapped resource for 
Scotland’s tourism industry, 
but genealogical research has 
long been a major attraction 
for visitors from across the 
globe.

Descendants of Scottish 
migrants re� ect pride in their 
cultural heritage and identity.

How strange then that the 
American son of German 
and Scottish migrants to that 
country should be so opposed 
to immigration today.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in 
the Highlands and is 
distributed via 1,742 
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week.
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liantly under extremely busy circumstances. He 
was o� ered the service that his non-urgent tooth 
problem required. Had it been a problem need-
ing urgent attention he would have been o� ered 
the necessary treatment.

� e service is far from non-existent. Our dental 
health therapist, Sarah Scott, works full-time 
under the dentist’s prescription and, since March 
2017, Mrs Kennedy, our full-time dentist, has 
been covering the patients of a full-time dentist 
as well as her own part-time commitment.

Patients with urgent issues are prioritised (I 
know this � rst-hand) and Mrs Kennedy has 
been known to come over on weekends to Mull 
to treat patients with urgent dental issues and 
on occasions out-of-hours treatment has been 
organised.

Our team of four dental nurses deliver the 
Child Smile project, tooth brushing and other 
dental educational projects to our children. � is 
involves � ve of our seven primary schools. � e 
other two schools are covered by the Oban dental 
team.

Attempts have been made on numerous occa-
sions to recruit a new dentist and are ongoing.

� e majority of dentists are not employed by 
the NHS, but are independent sub-contractors 
who choose to provide NHS treatment. Only 

dentists in remote locations such as Mull have 
public dental service dentists to provide care as 
there is no independent practice.

Dr Fuller’s comments in the public-domain 
are not helpful. First, it is extremely hurtful to 
all the hard-working sta�  who are delivering 
an excellent service and it could cause damage 
if any potential dentist read this comment as I 
doubt they would accept or apply for a job.

We have a committed and caring team of 
professionals working out of the Tobermory 
dental surgery who deliver a � rst-class service 
for which we are very grateful. Please know how 
appreciated you all are.

Mary-Jean Devon,
Mull.

Where have all the � sh gone 
from local sea waters?
As a keen sea � sher and local, I am writing to 
voice my concern.

I was partly brought up on Lismore. I am 
now 66 and retired.  I have � shed around the 
island since childhood.  My main concern is 
lack of sea � sh this year.

I have been � shing since the middle of June 
and not caught one � sh. Where have they all 
gone? Have any other locals experienced the 
same? � is is the � rst time in nearly 60 years I 
have experienced this.

Harry Morton,
Laggan, Isle of Lismore.

Cli� s are a dangerous place 
for children to be playing
On two occasions within the past week, chil-
dren have been seen playing at the cli�  edge 
above Market Street in Oban.

I want to warn all ages and parents that the 
derelict hydropathic buildings and cli�  are no 
place for anyone, especially children. to play.

� e police were informed. � ere used to be 
a warning sign at the cli�  edge but this seems 
to have disappeared. Perhaps the owner of the 
land should be informed before there is an 
accident.

Stephen Jones,
Oban.

Very glad to see that 
potholes have been � xed
I visited Manse� eld Road in Port Ellen and I 
was happy to see that the potholes have at long 
last been � lled. � is is more than welcome and 
not before time. A huge thanks to the local 
roads department for rectifying this problem.

I have had a number of residents contact me 
about the large potholes and street lighting 
being blocked by overgrowing tree branches at 
An-Creagan Place in Port Charlotte. All these 
faults and others brought to my attention have 
been raised with the appropriate department 
and I will keep pushing until they are � xed.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.
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KILMALLIE

Glen� nnan residents have stepped up their 
campaign for a new car park to deal with the 
reported 300,000 visitors who descend on 
the village each year.

Volunteers, frustrated by the lack of action 
in sorting out tra�  c chaos in the tourist sea-
son, took a ‘snapshot’ of tra�  c in Glen� nnan 
on Tuesday July 10 between 10.30am and 
12.30pm. 

� e volunteers were placed at key village 
sites counting cars, chatting to visitors and 

taking pictures and videos. Between the 
various locations, the volunteers counted 
1,700 visitors, 245 parked cars, 27 parked 
campervans, eight mini buses and countless 
near misses  in the two hours.

Plans to � nd a solution to the parking 
problems are under way. Glen� nnan Estate 
has secured land between the National Trust 
museum and the River Finnan – used for 
games parking – and are willing to lease it 
to create car parking for up to 130 vehicles. 

A path across the river to the viaduct is also 
planned. To make this happen, Glen� nnan 
Community Council is applying to the Rural 
Infrastructure Fund and need to gather 
evidence in support of an application.

� e community council said: ‘� ank you 
so much to everyone who turned out today 
to support the ‘Snapshot Day’, gathering 
evidence in support of a new car park. It all 
adds weight to the cause so many thanks for 
your time and e� ort.’

BEAR Scotland, on behalf of Transport 
Scotland, will be carrying out essential resur-
facing works at two sites on the A830, east and 
west of Glen� nnan.

Kilmallie Community Council held its 
annual general meeting on Monday June 
25 at Kilmallie Community Centre, with 16 
members of the public in attendance.

Election of o�  ce bearers:
Chairwoman Christine Hutchison reported 

the secretary had received nominations as 
follows:

Chairwoman, Christine Hutchison; sec-
retary, Russell Leaper; and treasurer, Jan 
MacLugash.

All three indicated they were willing to con-
tinue and there were no other nominations. 
Christine Hutchison was therefore elected as 
chairwoman, Russell Leaper, secretary, and 
Jan MacLugash, treasurer.

Chairwoman's report:
Mrs Hutchison presented her report of the 

year at the meeting.
She said: '� is is my second annual report 

and I still feel new to the job. I’ve never really 
seen myself as a leader but I know there is an 
important job to be done and I’m prepared to 
play my part. I am fortunate to have a good 
team around me in Mandy, Carol Anne, treas-
urer Jan, Jim and secretary Russell.'

She continued: 'I would particularly like to 
thank my colleague community councillors 
for their work and support throughout this 
year. Kilmallie is the biggest development 
area in Lochaber at the moment with the 
new Belford hospital, West Highland College 
Centre for Science and Technology, houses on 
the Blàr Mòr, the marina and the possibility 
of a deep water harbour and gas storage at 
Corpach.

'We should all be glad we have a community 
council. Some places don’t and we know you’ll 
be with us when it’s critical. � at’s what gives 
us con� dence.'

Meeting schedule
� e chairwoman noted there were varying 

views in the community council on whether 
to reduce or maintain the current number of 
meetings, given the level of activity in the area.

Community councillors would meet about 
this shortly. � e dates published in the news-
letter would be maintained, namely Monday 
August 27, Monday September 24, and 
Monday October 22.

 

Kilmallie Community Council has been up-
dated on the Review of Social and Health Care 
Services in Lochaber, including a replacement 
for the Belford Hospital.

Maimie � ompson, head of PR and engage-
ment at NHS Highland, was welcomed to 
the council's June meeting to give a progress 
report.

Ms � ompson said much of the NHS’ busi-
ness was about managing change, largely as a 
result of demographic change in society.

� e review of social and health care services 
is being overseen by a steering group, with 
clinical, transport and communications and 
engagement groups included.

Ms � ompson also noted NHS Highland has 
never built a rural general hospital before and 

Volunteers help organise parking for the 1,700 visitors to the 
village in just two hours. 

Scores of cars use the temporary parking area in Glen� nnan 
Church � eld. 

Campaigners count 1,700 Glen� nnan visitors in two hours

GLENFINNAN

According to the contractor, these sites have 
su� ered severe deterioration over the winter 
and as such are now in need of repair.

� e resurfacing works are provisionally 
programmed for construction from Sunday 
July 29 to Friday August 3, between the hours 
of 7pm and 7am each night.

Closures will be limited to the active re-
surfacing site on each night of construction, 
meaning the east of Glen� nnan site will not be 
closed when works are being carried out at the 
west of Glen� nnan site.

Access to properties and businesses within 
the closures will be maintained during work-
ing hours.

Vehicles requiring through access will be 
stacked at either end of the closures and 
escorted through the site when safe to do so. 
Access for emergency vehicles will be main-
tained at all times.

it needs to be � t for the future. What is inside
depends on social and health care services 

outside, hence the re-vamp is being handled as 
one project.

She said having the Blàr Mòr site helps 
greatly and, with a fair wind, construction is 
expected to begin in 2020/21.

A new project, NHS NearMe, is being devel-
oped which allows video appointments in the 
Belford or GP surgeries to reduce the number 
of people travelling to Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness, for brief appointments.

A workshop on service design is being held 
on � ursday August 9 from 10am to 3pm 
at the Nevis Centre, Fort William, and Ms 
� ompson encouraged people to register and 
get along.

Council get update on Belford replacement

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk
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Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

fort@obantimes.co.uk

Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s

A community group is stepping up its e� orts 
to secure the future of Kinloch Castle on the 
Isle of Rum.

Kinloch Castle Friends Association (KCFA) 
is inviting Rum residents, visitors and inter-
ested members of the public to help it progress 
its business plan by taking a survey seeking 
views on the future of the historic 19th-centu-
ry hunting lodge.

An interim business plan, published last 
month, was produced to support the associ-
ation's request for asset transfer of the castle 
from the current owners, Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH), which has no further opera-
tional need for the castle and no resources to 
maintain it.

According to the plans, the castle will be re-
stored, the � rst phase being to address urgent 
repairs to enable castle rooms to reopen, with 
initially 14 double bedrooms.

SNH is working on a package of funding 

to accompany asset transfer. KCFA secretary 
Catherine Duckworth said: ‘� e survey is part 
of the work towards our � nal business plan 
concerning asset transfer of Kinloch Castle 
from SNH to a not-for-pro� t group created by 
KCFA.’

Built in 1897, Kinloch Castle is a category-A 
listed building. It closed in 2013 having previ-
ously been run as a hotel. � e castle has been 
labelled as the most complete example of an 
Edwardian shooting lodge there is, with the 
exception of Balmoral. � e current plan is to 
have castle rooms up-and-running and gen-
erating income from Easter 2019, including 
a bistro and bar. A recent report to KCFA by 
Smith & Garratt, surveyors with expertise in 
heritage projects, estimated the total cost of 
restoration of the castle at £7.88 million.

� e survey can be found online at the 
Kinloch Castle Friends Facebook group or by 
emailing enquiries@kinlochcastlefriends.org.

The 19th-century hunting lodge is a category-A listed building.

Group seeks views on 
Kinloch Castle future � Councillor Charlie King, chairman of LDC’s 

environment committee, was down in the 
dumps. Literally. Chairman King had presented 
himself at Brackletter for the inspection of a new 
type of clay lining for the tip at that location. 
Unfortunately, the meeting venue had been 
changed to Inverlochy! But nobody had advised 
the ‘King’ accordingly. So he had time to read 
the entire history of St Johnstone FC before it 
became apparent that his fellow councillors 
were not coming out to Brackletter to join  him.
� However, Lochaber District Council did swing 
into action next day, with 70 items on the agen-
da! Is this a record? You may well ask. In one 
sense of the meaning of the word ‘record’, yes, it 
is. Because it’s a bit like Same Song, Next Verse. 
As to another connotation of the word ‘record’, 
maybe a meeting with 70 agenda listings could 
� nd its way into the Guinness Book. One thing 
is certain. � ere is no way that any council can 
deal with that amount of business in any depth, 
for the bene� t of the local electorate. Inevitably, 
17 items had to be carried forward, and the 
council will be required to reconvene to catch 
up with them. I reckon that meetings beget 
meetings. And the way things are going just 
now, our local authority looks set to disappear 
along its own corridors of power. My old boss, 
Maxwell Joseph, always declared: ‘If you can’t 
set out the relevant information on half an A4 
page – then don’t attempt to say it at all.’ Perhaps 
the council could take half a leaf  out of that A4 
book for the bene� t of the Lochaber public. And 
the local press.
� It was certainly a baptism of � re for the Mill’s 
new management team. Because a lot more than 
steam heat was generated at the back of one of 
the processing sections.  So much so that the 
� re brigade was summoned. In the meantime, 
however, Chizzy was stepping into the breech. 
In fact, he became the hero of the half-hour in 
that it was he who went ‘underground’ beneath 
the checker plate grille  to tackle the smoke and 
� ames. And Chizzy emerged  blackened but tri-
umphant. Meanwhile, his colleague, Chick, who 
was directing operations from the � oor above, 
noticed that Jackie was hosing down the wrong 
area. He yelled to him to redirect his spray. But 
Jackie couldn’t hear his shouts amid all the din. 
So Chick turned his hose on Jackie which got 
him to turn around and be pointed in the right 
direction.
� Dougie Masson was well chu� ed. He attended 

the Highland League’s Player of the Year do 
in Inverness, along with Calum MacLean, the 
league’s top scorer. And Dougie discovered that, 
for the second successive season, he had been 
voted the Fort William FC  Player of the Year in 
a poll of all the other Highland League clubs. In 
other words, Dougie’s performances, as judged 
by the o�  cials of clubs visiting Claggan Park 
throughout the season, made him their number 
one. Calum, meanwhile, is Fort William FC’s 
own Player of the Year. So they both had plenty 
to celebrate in Inverness.
� Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team’s weekend 
call out to the head of Glen Nevis must not go 
unrecognised. � ey had been despatched in the 
van to track down four TA personnel who had 
been missing overnight. As the LMRT vehicle 
negotiated the single-track road, a camou� aged 
� gure jumped out from the bushes and ‘gave 
himself up’. ‘Are you looking for us?’ he queried. 
� e team members were. So the van’s engine 
was switched o�  so that the key could be used 
to open the back door. � e TA boys stowed their 
gear, and noticed that the key was a bit bent. So 
the nameless driver (well he was certainly le�  
without a name a� er this rescue mission) wal-
loped the key with a stone in order to straighten 
it. He did just that, except that the key broke into 
two pieces. So a mayday call was sent out to the 
polis. To rescue the rescue team.
� � e busy times are upon us again. So, despite 
the usual half-hearted attempt at recognising 
our Monday town holiday, the Fort was going 
like a fair. It’s not just the towrist season, it’s 
the silly season as well. On Friday, for exam-
ple, I watched in amazement – along with the 
august Augustus Barnett sta�  – as the driver 
of a Southern Counties-registered motor exe-
cuted a perfect three-point turn in the middle 
of the High Street in front of their shop. At 
peak time. As he was then bombing his way 
along the street he just missed the Frenchman 
who had parked his car in Cameron Square 
between the advertising boards and the bol-
lards – and was reversing out at that very mo-
ment. Just as well he hadn’t come down town 
on Sunday morning as he would have bumped 
into the Sierra which was le�  all night on the 
junction of Fassifern Road and Belford Road.
� Shinty players have been given some inter-
esting advice by Arthur Williamson from 
Inverness, who writes : ‘I hope that shinty stal-
warts won’t descend to the level of footballers 
by cuddling, hugging and even kissing their 
goalscorers. Could you even imagine it   – in 
the middle of a shinty match, on a Saturday 
a� ernoon?’

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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SHINTY / HURLING

Kilmallie pick up the silverware

The victorious Kilmallie team with the Balliemore Cup. Photograph: Neil Paterson

A delighted Kilmallie manager Mark Macpherson gets his 
hands on the cup. Photograph: Neil Paterson

Calum Macdougall 
(centre) opens 
the scoring for 
Kilmallie.
Photograph: Neil Paterson

Kilmallie’s Michael Rodger and Iain Luke, GMA, battle for the 
ball. Photograph: Neil Paterson

The Scotland U17 squad has been con� rmed for the 
2018 tour of Ireland.

The annual tour, which has been taking place for over 
20 years, sees the elite shinty players, many of whom 
attended the previous year’s National Development 
Camp, make up the squad. 

Oban Camanachd pair Cameron Sutherland and 
Daniel MacCuish retain their places and there is a � rst 
call up for their 15-year-old teammate Daniel Sloss. 
Kilmallie’s Calum MacDougall and Fort William’s Lewis 
Clark are included again and there are also debut’s for 
Lachie Shaw, Ryan Boyle and Victor Smith; all from Fort 
William.  Bute’s Ryan Craig also wins a place.
Squad:
Calum MacDougall – Kilmallie
Lachie Shaw – Fort William
Ryan Boyle – Fort William
Ruaraidh MacLeod – Skye Camanachd
Daniel MacCuish – Oban Camanachd
Connor Gilpin – Skye Camanachd
Ryan Craig – Bute
Kieran MacPherson – Kingussie
Alexander Michie – Kingussie
Daniel Sloss – Oban Camanachd
Finlay Robertson – Glenurquhart
Ruaridh Anderson – Kingussie
William MacKinnon – Boleskine
Victor Smith – Fort William
Cameron Sutherland – Oban Camanachd
Roddy Young – Kingussie
Lewis Clark – Fort William

Camanachd Association Youth Director, Willie 
MacDonald said: ‘The Scotland U17 squad, and the 
tour itself, is an integral part of shinty’s player pathway. 
It is the last opportunity for players to test themselves 
before preparing to step up to U21 and senior level. 
This year’s squad is made up of some highly skilful 
players, many of whom already hold spots in their 
own club’s � rst team. I am in no doubt that we will see 
some excellent displays of shinty / hurling skill.’

The squad departs on Sunday July 22 and plays 
an opening game against County Meath U17 the 
following day. The annual meeting with Dublin U17 
takes place at Parnell Park on Tuesday July 24 with the 
squad returning home the day after.

Scotland under 17
squad named

MacIntyre makes the 
cut in Sardinia 
Oban golfer Robert 
MacIntyre made the cut in 
the Italian Challenge held 
at the Molas Resort Golf 
Club in Sardinia last week.

Robert � nished in joint 
48th place with rounds of 
68, 72, 70 and 69 to � nish 
on � ve under par.

The event was won 
by Sweden’s Sebastian 
Soderberg who carded 
rounds of 64, 67, 71 and 
65 to � nish 17 under par 
and lift the � rst prize of  
48,000 euros.

The Challenge Tour 
moves on to France for Le 
Vaudreul Golf Challenge 
starting on July 19.

GOLF

Robert MacIntyre.
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Kilmallie pick up the silverware

 A big cheer from � ve-month-old Jack MacDonald as his 
Dad, Liam captained the Kilmallie side while he and Mum 
Lesley watched the excitement. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

Kilmallie’s biggest fan, James Russell delighted to get a 
shot of the cup after the match. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 

Kilmallie strip sponsor Michael Bowman takes a sel� e with 
player Ian Robertson.  Photograph: iain Ferguson

Kilmallie captain Liam MacDonald is presented with the 
Balliemore Cup by Kerry MacDonald of sponsors, Liberty 
British Aluminium. Photograph: Iain Ferguson.

 Dressing room celebrations. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 19, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.37 1.2 10.25 3.1 
 16.36 1.0 22.33 3.2
Fri 05.35 1.4 11.34 2.9 
 17.32 1.3 23.39 3.0
Sat 06.41 1.6 12.54 2.9 
 18.33 1.5  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.08 2.9 07.57 1.6 
 14.04 2.9 19.42 1.6
Mon 02.30 2.9 09.07 1.6 
 15.01 3.1 20.56 1.6
Tues 03.28 3.0 09.59 1.5 
 15.47 3.2 22.00 1.5
Wed 04.09 3.2 10.40 1.4 
 16.28 3.4 22.48 1.4             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Cloudy
Gentle breeze from
the west south west
Temperatures 
12°C to 17ºC.
Friday 
Light rain in the morning
Gentlre breeze from
the west
Temperatures 
12°C to 17ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Gentle Breezy from the
west south west
Temperatures 
13ºC to 17  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

9

17

16
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Lochaber club lotteries
LOTTERY

This week’s Fort William Golf Club lotto numbers were 
1, 2 and 16. There was no winner so the jackpot for the 
draw today (Thursday July 19) will be £300.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 
1, 9 and 18.

There were no winners this week and so the prize for 
next week will be £300.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this 
week were 2, 12 and 20.

Two lucky winners shared the £1,000 on o�er – 
Margaret MacColl in Glencoe and Stevie McVitie in 
Ballachulish. Next week’s draw will have a prize of £200.

Caol Community Centre’s bingo lotto numbers for 
this week were 8, 16 and 20. There were no winners this 
week so next week’s jackpot will be £300.

FOOTBALL

More Fort signings

New goalkeeper 
Paul MacLennan.

Fort William FC manager 
Kris Anderson has added 
more names to his squad 
this week ahead of the 
start of the Highland 
League later this month.

Among those players 
is former Clachnacuddin 
goalkeeper Paul MacLen-
nan, who brings a wealth 
of experience to the Fort 
squad after signing on a 
two-year deal.

The club also 
announced the singing 
of Declan Cooper who 
impressed Anderson 
during the close season 
with his attitude and 
ability.

Two mainstays of the 
Fort team last season, 
mid�elder Stephen Lopez 
and powerful striker 
John Treasurer, have 
committed to staying at 

Claggan Park for another 
season after extending 
their contracts with the 
Lochaber side.

Jordan Morrison also 
joins the club on a 
two-year deal, while 
Liam Taylor rejoins the 
Fort after impressing last 
season and throughout 
pre-season.

Fort William played 
South Lochaber Thistle in 
a friendly match last night 
but this took place after 
Lochaber Times went to 
print.

The Fort continue their 
pre-season this Sunday at 
home to a Ross County XI 
with a 3pm kick-o�.

The following weekend, 
on Saturday July 28, 
the Fort kick-start their 
2018/19 Highland League 
season away to Rothes.

Fort William manager 
Kris Anderson.

GOLF

The Isle of Skye Golf Club has had a busy month with 
competitions.

 The results are as follows: Gents – Isle of Skye Open, 
Saturday July 7. Scratch division: 1 Murdo Gordon 70; 2 James 
Macdonald (Elderslie GC) 71; 3 Ian Douglas 73.

Handicap division, cat one (0-12): 1 Daniel Macdonald 71(11) 
net 60 bih; 2 Chris Hanley 71(11) 60; 3 John Macmillan (Traigh 
GC) 77(11) 66.

Handicap division: cat two (13-28): 1 David Maclean 73(15) 
nett 58; 2 Steven Coull 79(18) 61 bih; 3 Kyle Pirie 74(13) 61.

All players from the home club unless otherwise stated.
Strath Cup#4, Wednesday July 11: 1 Ian Marr 38pts bih; 2 

Ryan Macaskill 38pts; 3 Archie Macaskill 37pts. 
Ladies’ section – Isle of Skye Open, Saturday July 7:
Scratch division: 1 Karen Starr (Lochcarron GC) 79.
Handicap division: 1 Miriam Drysdale (Lochcarron GC) 

105(36) net 69; 2 Sandra Dew 105(33) 72.
Stableford, Tuesday July 10: 1 Donalda Johnston 34pts; 2 

Sandra Dew 30pts bih; 3 Ann Jagger 30pts.

Results from Isle of Skye golf club

Legends past and present enjoy a special day in 
honour of Coco and David
Fort William Football Club paid homage 
to two late stalwarts in the best way 
possible on Saturday as legends past and 
present took to Claggan Park for the Coco 
Neilson Memorial Tournament.

Former players, volunteers and members 
joined the future generations of Fort 
William players for a special celebration 
of two Fort greats, former chairman Colin 
Neilson and former committee member 
David Macdonald, who both passed away 
in recent years.

To commemorate and remember the 
contributions of these two stalwarts to the 
Fort, the current committee decided to 
combining an inter-club tournament with 
a family-friendly fun day.

A team of club legends relived their 
playing days as they dusted o� their boots 
and lined up at the Claggan Park pitch to 
take on the under-17s and the current �rst 
team in a round robin tournament.

Although youth may not have been on 
their side, the wily old team of legends used 

The Legends XI were in �ne fettle on the day. 

all of their battle-hardened experience to 
secure a victory over the under-17s.

However, their valiant e�orts in the �nal 
weren’t enough to overturn the �rst team, 
who edged the tie with a 2-0 win.

�e Neilson family were in attendance at 
Claggan Park to enjoy the spectacle, while 
Colin’s wife Grace was on hand to present 
trophies to the winning team and the 
player of the tournament, former manager 
Paul MacLellan.

Dozens of local organisations and busi-
nesses supported the fun day and donated 
a great selection of prizes to the ra�e.

New Fort William FC committee mem-
ber Mikey MacKinnon said: ‘�e club 
would like to say what an honour it was 
to have the Neilson family there for the 
whole day and Grace presenting the shield 
to the winning team.’

Mr MacKinnon also thanked Serena for 
helping with getting sponsors and ra�e 
prizes, her e�orts were amazing and very 
much appreciated and he gave a big thanks 

to the day’s sponsors, Gary Boyd Heating 
Services and John Maclellan Funeral 
Services.

He continued: ‘I would just like to thank 
all the players and coaches from all the 
teams who participated and, of course, my 
favourites, the legends. It truly was great 
to see you all play with a smile on your 
face, for the most part until the injuries 
started mounting up!

‘All in all, the day was a proud moment 
for the club and I think Coco and David 
would have both been proud of a social 
and fun day like that at Claggan. �ank 
you everyone who attended, we hope you 
enjoyed it.’

�e club would like to thank all the 
volunteers, including Lynne Quigg 
McQuillan, Fiona MacLean, Susan 
Campbell, Gabbie Roy and Amanda Hay 
who helped make the day possible.

Some new faces were on show for the �rst team as 
manager Kris Anderson continues his recruitment drive 
for next season. 

Fort William under-17s. Fort legend Alan Murdoch chases down a loose ball. 

Fort defender David MacKillop competes with Fort legend Michael Gillespie, right, as Graeme Corner 
watches on. 
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Fort college duo  
win sporting blues

SPORTING BLUES

Shannon Wilson in action for Fort William.

Two Lochaber sportswomen have been awarded 
sporting blues this year by the Highlands and Islands 
Students’ Association (HISA).

Blues are used to highlight the outstanding sporting 
achievement of UHI students and these prestigious 
awards are presented to sportsmen and women who 
attain an exceptionally high standard of performance 
in their sport.

Fort William Shinty Club player Shannon Wilson has 
received the highest honour, a full blue, in recognition 
of her contribution to the game. Shannon has been 
capped for Scotland senior side and was also named 
Fort William Shinty Club’s senior players’ player of the 
year for last season.

Lochaber mountain biker Louise Anna Ferguson was 
also recognised at the HISA awards with a half blue 
for her contribution to her sport in the area. Louise 
Anna competes nationally in the Scottish Downhill 
Association downhill series and made an appearance 
at the Fort William UCI World Cup 4x event.

Both Shannon and Louise are students at the West 
Highland Collge UHI campus in Fort William.

Sporting blues have been used in universities to 
recognise sporting excellence since the 1800s, with the 
UHI sporting blues awards scheme launched last year 
to recognise the sporting achievements of its regional 
students. The awards scheme is a joint initiative 
between the University and the Highlands and Islands 
Students’ Association, with the blues being awarded at 
graduation ceremonies to our winners.

Pete O’Neill of John McLellan Funeral Directors, 
centre, presents the trophy for their nominated pairs 
competition held at the Fort William Railway Bowling 
Club’s green at Inverlochy to the winners Suzanna 
Williamson and Kevin Douglas, right, and runners-up 
Agnes and Wilson Thain. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography. 

Bowled over at nominated pairs 
BOWLS

Legends past and present enjoy a special day in 
honour of Coco and David

All the teams after the trophy 
presentation, conducted by Colin 
Neilson’s wife, Grace.
All photos: Alba.photos

Player of the tournament Paul MacLellan was presented the trophy by Grace 
Neilson and Eleanor Neilson.  

Former manager Calum MacLean 
celebrates a goal for the legends. 

Fort defender David MacKillop competes with Fort legend Michael Gillespie, right, as Graeme Corner 
watches on. 

The ra�e table did a roaring trade.
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Legends past and present enjoy a 
special day in honour of Coco and David

Fèis Lochabair 2018
bogsa · seinn Ghàidhlig · giotàr · maileòidean · feadan · dràma · pìob-mhòr · clàrsach 

�deag · fidheall · meur-chlàr · ealain · drumaireachd · dannsa-ceum...
...cuid de na rudan a ghabhas ionnsachadh aig Fèis Lochabair! Clasaichean is 

tachartasan don a h-uile duine aois 0 gu 18!
accordion · Gaelic song · bu�on box · chanter · bagpipes · clarsach · �n whistle · fiddle 

drama · keyboard · art · drumming · guitar · step dance...
...ju...just a few of the things which can be learned at Fèis Lochabair! Classes and 

ac�vi�es available for everyone aged 0 to 18!

Clàradh & fios | Enrolment & info:
0-2: www.�nyurl.com/tutagan18

2-3: www.�nyurl.com/croileagan18
Nursery: www.�nyurl.com/sgoilaraich18
P1 and 2: www.�nyurl.com/feisbheag18

P3+: www.�nyurl.com/feismhor18

Fèis Lochabair             @FeisLochabair               feislochabair@gmail.com

An Gearasdan, 6 gu 10 Lùnastal 
Fort William, 6 to 10 August 

Victory for Kilmallie 
in Balliemore fi nal

Kilmallie captain Liam Macdonald with the 
Liberty British Aluminium Balliemore Cup.
See match report on page 76 and more 
photographs on pages 72 and 73.
Photo: Neil Paterson

Wild breaks 
more records 
at Glamaig 
Hill Race

Lochaber Athletic Club 
runner Finlay Wild broke 
yet another record at the 
recent David Shepherd 
Memorial Glamaig Hill Race, 
his seventh win in a row at 
the Isle of Skye event.

Wild, having set a time of 
44 minutes and 22 seconds, 
was not the only record 
breaker on the hill on 
Saturday July 7 as the fastest 
woman, Jill Stephen, crossed 
the � nish line in a record 
time of 56 minutes and nine 
seconds.

The race, which starts at 
Sligichan Hotel on Skye, sees 
competitors ascend 2,500ft 
over a gruelling 4.3 miles.

This year also saw a record 
number of racers take to the 
mountain after 199 runners 
� nished the notorious hill 
race, which is known as one 
of the toughest races in 
Scottish hill-running.

Lochaber AC’s Richard 
MacLeod also put in a good 
time at Glamaig, squeezing 
into the top 10 � nishers.

Amanda Blackhall was the 
fastest Lochaber woman, 
� nishing in 82nd place.
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