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Island life 
disrupted as 
Luing ferry 
springs a 
leak

OBAN lifeboat was called 
to assist two divers who got 

Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution crewmembers 
recovered two divers with 
suspected decompression 
sickness from the Peregrine.

The pair were transferred 
to the Mora Edith MacDon-
ald in the lee of Lismore 
Light and taken directly to 
the re-compression chamber 
at Dunstaffnage.  

A female diver was placed 
in the chamber whilst her 
male companion went to 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, for observation.

The divers had been diving 

a depth of 26 metres when 

Lifeboat comes to 
aid of divers

traditional musicians is going on tour this 
summer.

teenage talent to at least 11 venues, giving 
them a taste of life on the road.

said: ‘All the musicians are aged between 
15-17 years, so the tour will give them 
a great opportunity to play and tour in a 
band, as a professional musician would, 

‘The line-up was decided by sending out 
e-mails to potential auditionees and then 
holding auditions where they then had a 
chance to all play together as a group for 

A training week for the chosen musicians 
takes place this week in the National 

Plockton, with guidance from professional 

No. 5) and Blair Douglas. 

young musicians will embark on a tour, 
which includes: Islay, Tarbert, Kilmartin, 
Ardkinglas, Oban, Luing, Mull, Taynuilt, 
Inveraray and Helensburgh.

The musicians involved are: 

MacIntyre are co-ordinating the project.
Some of the talented teenagers in The 
Argyll and Islands Ceilidh Trail. 

Young musicians from Argyll 
embark on summer ceilidh trail

niece along with two Fort 

to raise money for Epilepsy 

Mother’s memory
Gemma Hegarty, Fort 

MacDonald, Dunbeg, along 
with niece Natalie Rosie, 
Oban, and Tracy MacLean 
and Jackie Noble, raised 
£1,000 in the process.

decided to do the abseil 

the abseil in memory of our 

shortened due to epilepsy, 

close to our hearts.
‘The generosity and 

support from family, friends 
and our local communities 
has been fantastic and we 

all their donations. 
‘Our team has now raised 

more than £1,000 and is still 

Tracy took the ‘rash 

abseil just two days before 

friends had to pull out 
because of a back injury 
and Jackie agreed to take 
part, along with her friends, 

in a moment of madness 
– only to discover none of 
her friends were doing the 
abseil.

The abseil was being 
overseen by the Oban 
Friends of The Anthony 
Nolan Trust and the team 

Anthony Nolan for letting 
them take part in the abseil 

Anyone who wishes can 

via www.justgiving.com/
Gemma-Hegarty.

Gemma Hegarty manages a smile on her way down the wall of St Columba’s 
Cathedral in Oban despite admitting it was her ‘most frightening experience’. 
15_t29epilepsy03

A MAJOR search and rescue 
operation was launched 

night after a local pensioner 
was reported missing by her 
family.

rescue volunteers, coastguard  

volunteers as well as dozens of 
local villagers spent the night 
scanning the hillside above 
Minard in search of the 84-
year-old woman.

A search and rescue helicopter 
from Prestwick was also called 
in to assist with the hunt.

The pensioner was reported 

missing at 7pm after she failed 
to return home from a walk.

More than 12 hours later the 
woman was found safe and 
well with just a minor injury to 
her ankle.

Lochgilphead where she was 

released without treatment.

from Lochgilphead Police 

thank everyone involved in 
the search, particularly the 

rescue service and the residents 

Minard pensioner rescued after 12 hours on hillside

Oban parking 
clampdown
FROM July 19 – 24 Oban 

will again team up with 

to implement a week-long 
clampdown on illegal park-
ing in Oban.

During the previous initia-
tive in March, 59 parking 

car was clamped and towed 
away.

Inspector Julie McLeish 

said: ‘I would like to remind 
the public that we will be 
carrying out these initiatives 
throughout the year but we 

ALL 650 tickets for the 
inaugural Tiree Music Fes-
tival have sold out with two 
weeks still to go. Around 

to attend the event, which 

Thom.

Tiree sellout

has sprung a leak, just 
weeks after returning from 

major disruption to island 
life.

One of the forward 
compartments on the ageing 

able to obtain the use of the 
Gray Dog, a locally owned 
barge, which deputises for 

Easter.
However, the Gray Dog 

is much smaller than the 
Belnahua, with carrying 
capacity for only three cars 

larger vessel. 
Lorry deliveries of building 

materials and heating and 
boat fuel to the island have 
been suspended until the 
Belnahua returns from 
the boat yard and there is 
reportedly no refuse lorry 

the Gray Dog.

transport spokesman, said: 

been taken out of service 
for further repairs. Pinhole 
leaks are not uncommon on 
vessels of this age. 

and temporarily sealed the 
leak so that the Belnahua 
could be safely sailed down 

repairs.
‘The repairs will have to 

be checked by the Marine 

the vessel has permission 
to return to station. It is 
currently anticipated that she 
will be ready to return at the 

and iconic Argyll tourist 
attraction are facing a 

bill and fear it will close 
without public support.

the history of Lorn and 
Argyll but is also famed for 
its stunning architecture, is a 
popular venue for weddings 
and is visited by thousands 
of tourists every year.

However, structural 
frailties are emerging and 
the trustees have initially 
estimated refurbishment 
costs of more than £1million. 
The most pressing issue is 
with the church roof, which 
contains copper work and 
requires specialist care.

remaining trustees will have 
no option but to close the 
landmark building and are 
appealing to the public to 
rally behind them.

David Hodge, clerk to 
the trustees, said: ‘The 
situation is serious. The 
sums of money we do have 
are being eroded away by 
insurance and maintenance 
costs for the church and the 

kirk and other donations 
bring in between £10,000 
and £12,000 for funds 
but insurance costs alone 
are now in the region of 
£5,000.

fund through the Lottery 
but with the [2012 London] 
Olympics coming up, 

that can be a bit of a 

demonstrate public support 
to have a chance of getting 
that funding and that is why 
we need more people to 
help the trustees and come 
forward with fresh ideas. 

Trustee David MacLeod 
has lived in Lochawe all his 

with the church, where 

are still held once a month.
His parents looked after the 

mother would sell postcards 
to visitors.

place with various types of 
architecture and amazing 

will be a major undertaking 
to repair everything that 
needs to be done and we 
are already starting to paper 

Oban and North Lorn 

unique building and a hugely 
important asset to this area.
I would encourage everyone 

interest in being involved 
in keeping this iconic 
building viable, to contact 

on 01838 200298 or David 

St Conan’s 
Kirk needs to 

David MacLeod fears 
for the future of his 
beloved St Conan’s Kirk. 
07_t29conan01

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

St Conan’s is a 
unique place.

We have already 
started to paper 
over the cracks.
trustee 
David MacLeod

Fears that iconic Argyll tourist attraction 
will close without structural refurbishment

FOR SALE
One of two Architect Designed ¾ 
bedroomed houses to be built in 
the much sought after Lerags Glen. 
Situated in a delightful elevated 
position with lovely views.

A chance to have some input into the 

Please contact us for further details.

NHBC REGISTERED 
BUILDERS

The Ardanaiseig dining 

room and acclaimed Chef de Cuisine 

Gary Goldie have recently been placed top in a survey 

of the best five Hotel Restaurants in Scotland and have been highly 

Commended by The Scottish National Hotel Chef of the Year 2008 awards.

The dining room is now open 

for Lunch, served between 

12.00 and 2.00pm, we are 

offering a three course set 

menu, that changes daily 

at £25.00 per person to 

include a glass of wine.

Why not come and visit 

our beautiful gardens, and 

enjoy lunch while you 

are here?

ARDANAISEIG HOTEL

CHEF’S SET LUNCH MENU 

£25.00 

******

PAN-FRIED LOCH LINNIE SALMON

WITH SEA LETTUCE, SCOTTISH SAMPHIRE

AND CHAMPAGNE BUTTER SAUCE

*

FILLET OF SCOTCH ABERDEEN ANGUS

WITH PANCETTA, ROAST POTATOES, WILTED SPINACH,

CHANTERELLE MUSHROOMS AND RED WINE JUS

*

PINEAPPLE TARTE TATIN

WITH BANANA ICE CREAM

******

CHEF DE CUISINE  - GARY GOLDIE

******

INCLUDING A GLASS OF WINE

Ardanaiseig Hotel
Kilchrenan, Argyll PA35 1HE

Tel: 01866 833333
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

There is no point 
in burying our 
heads in the 
sand and saying 
it won’t happen.
chairwoman 
Tiree Community 
Development 
Trust

THA SGRIOS NA H-OLA air cladaichean Chamus 
Mheicsiceo a’ dèanamh cron uabhasach air àrainneachd 
agus teachd-an-tìr, agus tha e cuideachd air criothnachadh 
do-labhairt a thoirt air teàrainteachd tè de phrìomh 
chompanaidhean an t-saoghail; BP.

Tha inbhe, meud, agus beairteas na buidhne seo a’ fàgail 
gun robh daoine agus buidhnean a’ tasgadh airgid ann an 
roinnean BP fad bhliadhnaichean, le cinnt air buannachd 
mhath gach bliadhna. Bha BP cho sàbhailte ri banca! Nas 
sàbhailte, gu dearbh, mu choinneimh na thachair dha 
bancaichean bho chionn ghoirid! Agus le meud an airgid-
phrìobhaidich an seilbh ann na roinnean BP tha a’ chosgais 
eagalach a tha a-nise a’ tuiteam air a’ chompanaidh, agus 
an co-dhùnadh nach tèid prothaid sam bith a phàigheadh 
air a’ bhliadhna seo,  a’ ciallachadh gum bheil daoine air 
feadh an t-saoghail dol a chall.

Ach cha b’ ann a dh’ aon ghnothach a thug BP  seo orra 
fhèin. Faodaidh gun robh an cuideam a bh’ air luchd-
obrach gus adhartas a dhèanamh na mhathair-adhbhar air 
gun deach riaghailtean sàbhailteachd a sheachnadh, mar a 
thachair le luchd-obrach nam bancaichean gu ìre. Feumar 
ionnsachadh bhon t-suidheachadh seo, agus bu mhath nan 
tigeadh aonta eadar-nàiseanta air siostam gus dèiligeadh 
ri tubaistean den t-seòrsa. Ged a tha Ameireagaidh air 
mòran èigheach a dhèanamh mu chiontachd BP as na 
thachair an Camus Mheicsiceo, ’s dòcha gun robh sin 
air a bhith na b’ fhasa èisteachd ris nan robh iad air an 
aon seòrsa co-fhaireachdainn a nochdadh a thaobh nan 
trì mìle is ochd ceud a chaill am beatha ann an tubaist 
factaraidh Union Carbide as na h-Ìnnsean ann an 1984. 
Tha clann fhathast gam breith le mì-chumadh, agus 

bhliadhna prìosain air ochdnar den luchd-stiùiridh! Air an 
aon latha a nochd sin chaidh murtair an seo dhan phrìosan 
airson còig bliadhna deug!

Nach eil àm ann “cùirt thubaist eadar-nàiseanta” a 
stèidheachadh, mar cùirt eucoir cogaidh na Hague, a 
dhèiligeadh gu cothrom agus nas sgiobalta ri rannsachadh 
agus peanasachadh thachartasan mar seo? 

BP’S HAEMORRHAGING OIL-WELL in the Gulf of 
Mexico is disastrous to the environment and livelihoods 
of the neighbouring American coast. It is also threatening 
millions whose income and pensions are dependent on 
dividends which this world leading company had been 
delivering with virtually guaranteed regularity.

America has made much of the culpability of BP, and 
has quite rightly insisted on reparation. US politicians’ 
outrage would have been easier to accept if the USA had 
demonstrated similar concern for its own ‘accidents’, 
such as the Union Carbide factory explosion in Bhopal 

perished. Toxic chemicals remain on site and children are 
born deformed; and compounding the scandal, after 26 
years the court of enquiry last month imposed eight two-

Is it not time for an ‘international court’ to be 
established, as the ‘war-crimes’ court, to work equitably 
and expeditiously when such incidents occur?

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

for the best interests of 
the current and future 
community of Tiree.’

This is the view of the 
board of Tiree Community 
Development Trust 
following the latest public 
meeting on Tiree to discuss 
ScottishPower Renewables’ 
aim to build a massive wind 
farm 5km off the coast of 
the famously windy island.

After reports of the 
meeting, in The Oban Times 
and in the national press, 
brought about a vociferous 
public response on internet 
forums and on-line blogs, 
the board decided it should 
call for those with an 
interest on and off the island 
to support its aims.

In a public letter the 11 
board members, consisting 
of people from a variety 
backgrounds and jobs on 
the island from a nurse to an 
accountant and a chef to a 

our future came when one 

resident asked developers 
if local objection could 
stop the project from going 
ahead and we were told, no, 
it probably couldn’t.

‘We have to ensure that if 
the development goes ahead 

possible from it while also 
minimising the negative 
impacts.’

Tish MacKinnon, who 
works at Tiree Airport and 
is chairwoman of the board, 

had to put out something 
from the community and 
the trust.

‘We have to keep 
negotiating and come from 
a strong position for the 
community,’ she said. ‘If it 
happens there will be a lot 
of disruption but a lot of 
opportunities as well.

‘We are not saying it is 
a good thing or bad but 
there is no point in burying 
our heads in the sand and 
saying it won’t happen and 
if it does happen there is no 
point in just objecting.

‘We want to keep the 
community up-to-date and 
get people to ask questions 
but to make these questions 
via us and we will continue 
to meet with ScottishPower 
Renewables.’

meeting last year after the 
energy company announced 
in February 2009 that it had 
been awarded the rights to 
investigate the potential for 
the Argyll Array offshore 

wind farm, west of Tiree.

people turned out then and 
to last month’s meeting and 
members of the board have 
had regular meetings with 
ScottishPower Renewables.

The energy company 
sees the potential for up to 
360 turbines to generate 
anywhere between 500MW 
and 1,800MW of green 
energy, enough to power 
between 270,000 and 
1,000,000 households.

‘Aghast’
The trust board members 

said they understood that 
visitors to the island would 
be ‘aghast’, as were they, 
at the scale of the 360 km-
square development, which 
would have a huge impact 
on the island including 
infrastructure, buildings 
to house equipment to 
convert the electricity and 

an increase in the need for 
housing.

‘For us what matters is 

that it is going to be very big 
and reach every part of what 
we do and who we are,’ the 
board members said.

‘The best way for people 
to support us through this is 

instance, go to our website 
– www.tireetrust.org.uk – 
for general information and 
feel free to contact us with 
messages of support.

‘We now have to get 
through several years of 
hard bargaining with the 
developers and the Scottish 
Government and knowing 
lots of ordinary people, just 
like us, are supporting us 
will help enormously.’

ScottishPower Renewables 
is hoping to put in its 
planning application by 
2012, with a decision by 
2013, start construction by 
2015 and complete it in 
2018. More information on 
this and the environmental 
impact assessment can be 
found at www.argyllarray.
com.

Tiree trust keeps focus on community interest ahead 
of proposed off -shore windfarm development

Tiree aims to drive hard 
bargain on wind farm

A proposed off -shore windfarm development west of Tiree could bring both positives and negatives to the island’s community

A PROJECT designed to 
conserve and improve the 
west coast islands’ machair 
habitat has launched a new 
interactive website.

Machair Life+ was 
started in January this year 
to encourage sustainable 
land management methods 
compatible with crofting 
practice among crofters, 
mainly in the Natura 2000 
areas of the Uists but also 
covering Barra, Coll, Tiree, 
Oronsay and south Colonsay, 
Islay and Lewis. 

Updates
Project manager Jonathan 

step for the project in terms 
of getting information out 
into the public domain.

‘We have held a number 
of public consultations 
and produced a newsletter 
but with such a dispersed 
geographical area a website 
- www.machairlife.org.
uk - will be key to keeping 
everyone involved.

‘We will be providing 
regular updates and the 
website should develop into 
a great Machair resource for 

all interested parties.
‘The website sets out seven 

main objectives which we 
hope to achieve as well as 
details of land management 
options for crofters.

‘The website will evolve 
in coming months and will 
keep all parties informed 
with machair events as the 
seasons change,’ said Mr 
Hudson.

The support of crofters 
in the designated sites is 
crucial to the success of the 
four-year project and many 
have already been involved 
in successful conservation 
projects over a number of 
years to help sustain the 
biodiversity of plants, birds 
and animals on the machair.

The website explains more 
about how the project will 
work with crofters.

The project is supported by 
the European Commission 
LIFE+ scheme, The Royal 
Society for the Protection 
of Birds (RSPB), Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(CnES) and the Scottish 
Crofting Federation (SCF).

The west coast’s machair lands can vary from grazed grassland to cultivated crops

Machair habitat project 
takes information online

BUNESSAN Primary 
School on Mull has been 
praised by HM Inspectorate 
of Education for its friendly 
and well mannered children 
who are keen to learn and 
achieve.

But the school has been 
criticised for a decline in 
writing skills.

Challenging
The 48-pupil school, 

which covers Bunessan, 
Pennyghael, Fionnpohort 
and Erraid, and pre-school 
unit, which also has children 
from Iona, was inspected in 
May.

Inspectors said in their 
report that the school’s 
particular strengths were its 
friendly and well-mannered 
children, the ways that staff 

through their achievements 
and the support from parents 
and the community for the 
school.

But inspectors felt that the 
children weren’t challenged 
enough and the pace of 
learning could be increased.

‘The headteacher has 
developed a vision for the 
school by working with 
staff, parents and children. 
However, he has not put in 
place regular and planned 
arrangements to identify the 

school’s strengths and areas 
for development,’ said the 
report.

‘In the primary classes, 
the standard of attainment 
in English language and 
mathematics has shown 
no trend of improvement. 

decline in attainment in 
writing.

‘A few children write well 
for a variety of purposes 
and they produce a high 
standard of writing. Across 
the school, children do not 
write often enough using 
themes and topics that 
interest them.’

The report said the children 
were proud of their school’s 
silver Eco School status, 

school and community 
performances, achieved 
success in and out with the 
classroom and had a wide 
range of opportunities to 
extend their learning out 
of school in activities such 
as athletics, shinty and tag 
rugby.

The education authority is 
to work with the school on 
developing the Curriculum 
for Excellence and self-
evaluation before a follow-
up inspection within the 
next year.

Bunessan primary 
praised for progress
Pace of learning to increase

AS PART of the recent Ardbeg Committee 

Ardbeg Gourmet Ride took place on Islay.
After breakfast at the Old Kiln Cafe at 

the distillery, riders cycled to Ballygrant in 
superb weather for a packed lunch at the hall, 
before riding west round Islay’s Atlantic 
coast and on to Debbie’s cafe, Bruichladdich 
for some excellent coffee and sticky buns.
Guest of honour for the day, and after 
dinner speaker at the sumptuous evening 

meal was Flying Scotsman, Graeme Obree, 
who was happy to converse with the riders 
throughout the day, and kept all riveted and 
amused after the meal. 

Ardbeg Distillery did itself proud, and it is 
hoped this will become an annual event.

The Ardbeg Committee offers special 
bottlings and other advantages and is free 
to join. 

There are currently 53,000 members 
worldwide.

Graeme Obree launches debut Ardbeg Gourmet Ride

A RISE in the number of 
Gaelic learners who are in 
choirs has sparked further 
Gaelic conversation courses 
in Oban.

Cli Ghàidhlig, the national 
organisation for Gaelic 
learners, is running a class at 

Glencruitten Church Centre 
on August 7 for learners of 
all abilities.

More people in the Oban 
area have inquired about 
learning Gaelic following 
the successful Royal 
National Mod in the town

Oban to host more Gaelic courses
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Megan & Grant.  Adrian Flux Sales Team.

CHEAP alcohol is at the 
root of many of the acts of 
assault and criminal damage 
that emergency services 
have to deal with, claims a 
local councillor.

 Action required
Oban councillor Roddie 

MacCuish is convinced 
that plans to introduce a 
minimum alcohol pricing 
strategy will in the long 

term cut down the number 
of alcohol-related incidents 
that emergency services 
have to deal with.

Councillor MacCuish 
said: ‘It is no longer an 
option to simply talk about 
Scotland’s growing problem 
with cheap alcohol we have 
to take action now.

‘Once again I ask 
politicians of all parties 

to work together and put 
party politics behind them 
as this is a national problem 
of huge magnitude that 
grows by the day. It will 
take cross party working to 

responsibility of all parties 
whether in government or 
not.

‘Minimum pricing is not 
a magic bullet but in my 

opinion it is a massive step 
in the right direction. Those 
who defend the right to 
sell cheap alcohol in our 
communities irrespective of 
the proven misery it brings 
to our country should hang 
their heads in shame.’

Responsible retailing
Oban’s police chief has 

also urged retailers to act 
responsibly with drinks 

promotions, highlighting 
that alcohol can play a 
major role in many of acts 
of violence and criminal 
damage.

Glen Bland, chief inspector 
of Strathclyde Police in 
Oban, said in many cases 

with cases where both the 
perpetrators and the victims 
were drunk.

‘Unfortunately, there is 
an undeniable link between 
drinking too much and the 
issues of violence and anti-
social behaviour in our 
communities.’

Chief Inspector Bland said 
that cheap alcohol being 
consumed at house parties 
rather than pubs and clubs 
was a contributing factor 
to violent crime and anti-

social behaviour.
 ‘As a force we are seeing 

that licensed premises are 
actually better run and safer 
places to be than private 
parties that can get out of 
control and go on for hours. 
This applies equally to the 
night-time economy in the 
Oban area, which is in the 
main, well run, safe and 
responsibly managed.’

Cheap alcohol at the root of many problems claims local councillor

Oban man admits 
assault charge
A 22-YEAR-old man has 
admitted this week to as-
saulting another man in 
Oban last year.

Kevin Gillan, of 2 West-
bay Flats, Oban, pled guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday to punching the 
man on the head to his 
severe injury and perma-
nent impairment at Argyll 
Square on March 3 last 
year.

Sheriff Douglas Small de-
ferred sentence until August 
10 for background reports.

ARGYLL and Bute 
Conservatives have selected 
Jamie McGrigor MSP to 
represent them in the Scottish 
government elections next 
year.

Gathering at the weekend 
in Inveraray, members 
unanimously chose Mr 
McGrigor in a run-off 
against former list MSP 
Dave Petrie. 

Immediately after his 
selection Jamie McGrigor 
said: ‘I am honoured to have 
been selected as candidate for 
the next Scottish election.

‘As an experienced and 
long standing MSP for 
Highlands and Islands, I 
have a very good knowledge 
of Argyll and Bute and I fully 
understand the problems 
and opportunities facing the 
people living and working 
here.

‘I want to concentrate all my 
energies on this constituency 
alone rather than right across 
the whole Highlands and 
Islands region.’

Tories appoint 
Jamie McGrigor 

DISCUSSIONS between 
the owner of the Highland 
Theatre in Oban and another 
local businessmen are 
continuing, as the cinema’s 
future hangs in the balance.

Gavin Fraser hopes to have 
secured the cash-strapped 
cinema’s future in the next 
few days but, if a deal is not 
agreed, the property will be 
put on the open market.

Mr Fraser said: ‘At the 
moment my ownership of 
the cinema is coming to 
an end and I have no other 
option but to cease trading.

‘I am still in discussions 
with a local businessman 
about the sale of the cinema 
and hopefully we will have 
some news soon.

‘However, if that is not 
successful it will go on the 
open market at some point.’

One full-time and seven 
part-time staff members lost 
their jobs when the cinema 
closed earlier this month.

Filmmaker David Stoddart, 
who is originally from Oban, 

Solstice, in Oban. He said: 
‘It would be a real shame 
to lose this hub where you 
can watch great, interesting 

lot with local cinemas. 

cinema is a collective 
experience by all the people 
in the room that you just 
don’t get with a DVD at 
home.’

Future of 
Oban’s 
cinema still 
hangs in 
balance

AN OBAN man who 
appeared at Oban Sher-
iff Court on Monday has 
denied possessing a knife in 
a public place.

Duncan McWhirter, 24, 
of Room 1, Lorn Court, 
was charged with allegedly 
possessing the weapon on 
July 9.

On the same date 
McWhirter was charged 
with being in a vehicle with-
out lawful authority, with 
the intention of theft.

He faced a third charge of 
allegedly stealing a t-shirt.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
remanded McWhirter in 
custody pending his trial on 
August 17.

Man appears on 
knife and theft 
charges

Kerrera
development
offi  cer on 
sponsored slim

an island community is so 
dedicated to her job that 
she’s losing weight over it.

Louise Moran is working 
on a number of projects, in-
cluding a community centre, 
a track linking the north and 
south of the island and com-
munity landing stages and 
pier improvements to the 
Isle of Kerrera, off Oban.

All the projects by the Isle 
of Kerrera Development 
Trust (IKDT) involve the 
community raising money 
to fund them and Louise has 
decided to do her bit by los-
ing weight and asking peo-
ple to sponsor her efforts.

‘Working for IKDT is 
a dream job for me,’ said 
Louise. ‘It is such a beauti-
ful place and there is so 
much to be done to realise 
the developments planned 
by the community.

‘In the current economic 
climate, funding for projects 
is getting increasingly tight 
and unfortunately...so is my 
waistband.

‘I live three hours’ drive 
from Kerrera and much of 
my work is computer-based 
so I have a fairly sedentary 
work style that does not 
contribute towards a slim, 

Louise’s target is to lose 
40 pounds by Christmas and 
she has already lost 12lbs 
since she started in the mid-
dle of June.

She has pledged £5 per 
pound that she loses and 
hopes that others will sup-
port her efforts which can 
be followed at www.ikdt.
co.uk.

To sponsor her contact 
any IKDT board member 
or visit the Kerrera ferry 
and speak to the ferryman 
or email Louise at louise@
craigview69.orangehome.
co.uk.

ANYONE who took a boat out 
to search in thick mist for the 

on Loch Awe last March 
would have risked getting lost 
themselves.

Iain MacKinnon, a volunteer 

in Oban with 24 years’ 
experience, told the fatal 
accident inquiry into the deaths 
of four Glasgow men that he 
would not have expected even 
an expert local boatman, like 
Donald Wilson of Loch Awe 
Boats, to go out on the loch 
that night.

Mr MacKinnon was giving 
his second day of evidence 
on the 19th day of the fatal 
accident inquiry into the deaths 
of Craig Currie, 30, Stephen 
Carty, 42, William Carty, 47, 
and Thomas Douglas, 36, who 
died when trying to cross Loch 

Awe from Lochawe village to 
the opposite shore at night, in 
thick mist on March 21 2009.

Risks
When asked by procurator 

Sheriff Court what the risks 
associated with going out 
on the loch in mist were Mr 
MacKinnon said there would 
be no visual references to 
navigate by.

‘You can’t see the shore and 
you can’t work out where you 
are in relation to the shore; 
there is a considerable risk to 
the safety of the boat and those 
on the boat itself and you 
could end up colliding with 
the shore.

‘On Loch Awe there are small 
islands - which you might 
see – but sub-surface there 
are rocks that rise out of the 

there are areas where there are 
shoals which you could easily 
ground on. In the upper part of 
the loch – from Portsonachan 
up to the Pass of Brander and 
up to loch village – they are 
fairly common.’

He said he was unaware that 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
were bringing a boat from 
Renfrew until it arrived.

Asked by Sheriff Douglas 
Small, presiding, if there 
should be co-ordination 
between rescue services 
of knowledge of resources 
available he said there should 
be.

‘If all the services know of 
every resource in the area it 
could help the most important 
personal in the incident and 
that is the casualty,’ he said, 
adding that it could be done 
by each organisation visiting 

each other and through 
joint simulated emergency 
exercises.

The inquiry heard that Mr 
MacKinnon had helped, 
along with other coastguard 
members, to get Craig Currie 
and Stephen Carty on to the 
shore from the Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue boat and he 
had immediately started to 
give Mr Currie CPR despite 
there being no signs of life.

Mr MacKinnon also told 
the inquiry that following the 
tragedy the Lochwatch Loch 
Awe scheme had been set up to 
help prevent a similar incident 
in the future. The scheme 
includes a team of ‘spotters’ 
who live on the loch, as well 
as a patrol boat and shore side 
rescue equipment.

The inquiry before Sheriff 
Douglas Small continues.

Rescuers could have got lost themselves  
volunteer coastguard tells Loch Awe inquiry

FOUR friends undertook a challenging 
walk recently to raise funds for 
Anthony Nolan and tramped home 
with more than £2,500 in donations.

88-miles for charity
Agnes MacArthur, Carol Turnbull, 

Irene Main and Lillian Carson, all 
Oban Friends of The Anthony Nolan 
Trust, and Cruachan the 11-year-old 
golden Labrador decided to walk the 
88 miles of the Kintyre Way in six 
days.

They were accompanied by Les 
Carson, who dropped them off at the 
start in Tarbert and picked them up at 

Les doubled back on foot, meeting 

the friends half way, to make sure 

baggage were transferred by Albert 
Main, who also walked one of the 
sections with the ladies.

The walk ended at Dunaverty 
in Southend after a particularly 
challenging last leg.

matches for leukaemia patients who 
need a lifesaving transplant. 

For someone with leukaemia, a bone 
marrow transplant can be their only 
hope of life. Anthony Nolan uses its 
register, cord blood bank and research 

donating their stem cell.

Friends walk Kintyre Way and 
raise £2,500 for  leukaemia charity

The four friends and Cruachan the dog tackle 
the 88 miles of the Kintyre Way.

SIX ARGYLL school pupils 
spent part of their summer 
holidays in prison after the 
visitor attraction Inveraray 
Jail announced the winners 
of their 2010 ‘budding 
actors’ school competition.

The lucky winners 
were Annie Ferguson 
from Kilcreggan Primary 

School, Elliot Fisher from 
Drumlemble Primary 
School, Greg Wemyss 
from Castlehill Primary 
School, Connor Walton 
from Dunoon Primary 
School, Claudia Foster from 

and Marley Squires from 
Lochnell Primary School. 

Each pupil won the chance 
to play the part of a child 
prisoner for one afternoon at 
the 19th century courthouse 
and prison. 

Over 100 pupils, aged 
between nine and 11, 
from 11 Argyll schools 
auditioned. Participating 
pupils had rehearsed 

monologues with the choice 
to audition as 11 year old 
Duncan McColl, who was 
facing the judges for stealing 
an apple from a market stall, 
or as a 10 year old girl and 
prisoner describing her 

to a dark, damp and cold 
prison cell.

The competition winners are locked up in the airing yards at Inveraray Jail.

School pupils jailed at Inveraray

FESTOON lighting, which 
ran between the Victorian 
lamps around Oban Bay, 
has been removed by Argyll 
and Bute Council because it 
presented a safety risk.

Although the lamps 
are owned by Scotland 
TranServ, the festoon lights 
were erected by Oban 
Forward in a bid to brighten 
up the town.

However, faced with an 
estimated bill of £50,000 to 
replace the faulty Victorian 
lamps, Argyll and Bute 
Council decided to cut the 
power to the festoon lights 

and take them into storage. 
Councillor Roddie 

McCuish said: ‘TranServ 
has assured me that when 
it carries out the proposed 
major roadworks in Oban 
this winter, the lighting 
in George Street will be 

light that side of the street.
‘We have been quoted 

£50,000 to have the Victorian 
lamps safely refurbished 
and I feel that is too much 
to spend in the present 
economic climate when the 
council faces cutbacks to 
basic services.

‘However, if any business 
in the town thinks it would 

lights up, the council would 

Oban Forward said it 
was disappointed with the 
decision to remove the 
festoon lights and claimed 
it had obtained a quote of 
£3,500 for the repairs to the 
Victorian lamps.

A spokesman for the group 
added: ‘The council decided 
to remove the power from 
the festoon lights, so there 
is no point having them up.

‘When we questioned the 
decision we were told it was 
nothing to do with us. It is 
disappointing but we will 
continue to try to improve 
the look within the town.’

Oban progress group call quote into question 
as decorative lights are down and out

When we 
questioned the 
decision, we 
were told it was 
nothing to do 
with us.
spokesman 
Oban Forward

FOURTEEN organisations 
have gained a total of 
£362,000 from the latest 
round of LEADER funds in 
Argyll and the Islands.

The LEADER scheme 
supports small-scale, 
community driven projects 
in rural areas and is part 
of the Scottish Rural 
Development Programme.

Among the projects 
receiving support from 
the June decisions are a 
visitor centre, mountain 
festival, village hall energy 

various business studies.
Mull and Iona Community 

Trust has received £39,300 
towards Mull 2030, an 
ambitious project to develop 
a 20-year social, economic 
and environmental strategy 
for the islands.

It is expected to take 18 
months to complete and 
involves consultations, 
collecting of data and 
recruitment of consultants 
and local community 
agents.

Islay Energy Trust received 
£32,852 on behalf of ARC 
Consortium, which consists 
of Islay Energy Trust, Tiree 
Community Development 
Trust and Kintyre Energy 

Trust, for phase two of a 
socio-economic impact 
assessment of three proposed 
off-shore wind farms which 
would directly affect the 
three communities.

Once collated the 
information will be 
presented in a neutral 
manner to enable the ARC 
communities and the wider 
general public to form 
their own opinions from a 
position of knowledge and 
understanding of the issues 
affecting their long term 
sustainability.

Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Communuty Association 
received £13,822 to put in 
place recommendations 
made following an energy 
audit on the hall’s energy 

Lorn Counselling Service 
has been awarded £3,588 
to develop a business plan 
with a view to creating 
a trading arm to reduce 
its dependence on grant 
funding.

The next round of 
applications to Argyll 
and the Islands LEADER  
programme will be in 
September with the 
deadline for applications in 
August 5.

Fourteen
groups 
gain latest 
LEADER
cash
£362,000 to assist rural 
community projects
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Mull Lines
MULL representatives will meet with Scottish Wa-

island’s water woes.
Mull Community Council called for the emergency 

meeting after highlighting problems with the treatment 
-

tions it brings on development on the island.
Community councillors and other elected members 

the Isle of Mull Hotel to discuss the issues.
-

sues have been on-going for us for quite some time but 

we have this meeting with Scottish Water.
-

ing and will come to us with objectives of what to do 

resolve the issues.’

AN ARGYLL-based marine 
biotechnology company has 
announced it has a new chief 

based at the European Centre 

attached to Dunstaffnage 

appointed Dr Tim Morley 

This follows an investment 
of £4.2 million from 
existing investors and the 
appointments in March of 
biotech entrepreneur Simon 

Dr Andrew Mearns-Spragg 

Dr Morely will be 
responsible for leading 
in-house research and 
development in both 
the pharmaceutical and 
personal care and nutrition 
industries.

Aquapharm’s excellent team 
of scientists on the novel 
chemical structures and 
scaffolds in the company’s 
unique collection. 

prospect of developing 

these as novel health and 

and the company’s existing 
and future partners.’

Dr Morley has directed the 
development of compounds 
for the treatment of prostate 

discovery to clinical trials 
and has held a number 
of senior research and 
development posts in the 
industry.

Argyll marine biotechnology company appoint new CSO

honour at Tobermory High 
School’s Celebration of 
Achievement.

A former pupil of the 

Mr MacNeilage was 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth at 
Holyrood in June 2009 for 
services to education and 
the community. 

Mr MacNeilage entertained 

of the school with amusing 

school and accompanying 
recent school trips. 

He encouraged the 
Tobermory High youngsters 

their community.
Head teacher Jenny Des 

who gave time to support 
the achievements of young 

in class and beyond. 

which included a copy of 
a CD of music written and 

about the real difference 
a good teacher made in a 
child’s life. 

she presented gifts to 

after 30 years’ teaching 

primary classes and to John 

33 years’ teaching art and 
design on Mull.

Ruaridh Morrison and 
Glenn Denovan piped Mr 
MacNeilage into the hall at 
the start of the ceremony and 
musical items from primary 
and secondary pupils were 
warmly received by the 
capacity audience.

-

Mrs Galbraith’s Prize for 

Mrs Clemenson’s Prize for 

History; Tony Haun-
-

nication and Evans Prize 
for Progress in PE; Andrew 

-
las and Christina Neilson 
Prize for Craft and De-

Evans Prize for Progress in 
Passport to the World; Kara 

Gaidhealach prize for Gael-

and Christina Neilson Prize 
for Art and Design; Naomi 

Memorial Prize for Eng-

McCorquodale Prize for 

Cuiach for Gaelic; Annabel 

award for Creative Writing.

Tobermory High School’s Sean Black, S6, and primary 
one Lydia Harris present Douglas MacNeilage with a 
CD of music written and performed by pupils in S1.

havoc with large nesting birds and their nests across the 
Argyll islands down the west coast of Scotland. 

Seabirds too have been seriously affected with eggs 

winds couldn’t have come at a worse time. So far 
reports from most of the Mull eagle nests suggests they 
have survived relatively unscathed but we have still to 
reach the more remote sites.

on Mull recently are transmitting loud and clear and 

dangerous world.’ 

for only one year or less. 

to their radio silence. If anyone has any information on 

High School celebration

A NEW advanced 
resuscitation dummy which 
can be used to train nursing 
and medical staff has been 

Glenda Critchley of Argyll 

Health Partnership of NHS 
Highland was delighted to 

to complement the other 

mannequins she uses to 
train staff in hospitals and 
medical centres all over 

advanced airways and 

to the basic life support 

The dummy is sophisticated 
enough to be connected 
up to other equipment and 
different heart rates set to 

allow different scenarios to 
be practised.

can be trained to a higher 
level than was previously 
possible.

donated a paediatric/child 
dummy for resuscitation 
training and chairperson 
Caroline Henderson was 
delighted that the charity 
had been able to fund 

portable dummy to help 
train medical staff.

The money came from 
general fund-raising carried 
out by the charity throughout 
the year.

six miles on September 
20 at 2pm from Lorn and 

younger and less able.

Dr Fiona Johnson, consultant physician, Glenda Critchley, resuscitation officer and Caroline Henderson, 
chairperson ABCD, with the new training manikin at Lorn and Islands Hospital in Oban. 15_t27abcd01

Advanced resuscitation dummy 

councillor has come up 
with a radical way of 
saving his council money 
– by scrapping a number of 
renumeration and expenses 
claimed by councillors.

who was expelled from the 

SNP group earlier this year 
for breaching standing 

email to all councillors 
suggesting some cost cuts 
for members.

These include scrapping 
additional payments to 
councillors holding senior 

apart from the council leader 
and provost; scrapping 
subsistence payments 

with the odd exception; 

refreshments and meals; 
and travel expenses only to 

committees councillors are 
members of or which they 

highlighted recently that 
councillors’ expenses and 

Councillor Robb suggested 
his measures could save up 

some of our rural schools 
currently under threat and 
help with support for our 

said the Helensburgh 
councillor.

A new group of three 
councillors of different 
political persuasions and 
calling themselves Argyll 
First has also called for 

pay - and has included the 

due to come before the full 

Councillor suggests 
cutting expenses 
could save £300,000

concerts to show case their talents.
Joining with younger singers under the 

performed at the Victory Hall in 

Church Centre on July 3.

Home. In between there were solo 
performances by the talented younger 

also in the choir.

A total of £700 was raised over the 

Royal Alexandra Hospital in Paisley’s 

Scotland.
Sequence also sang at An Comunn 

Gaidhealach Cruachan branch’s Thursday 
ceilidh in Taynuilt and may have a cameo 
performance at this year’s Christmas 

Sequence ladies choir and young friends at Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban, before their second fund-raising 
concert. 15_t28sequence01

New Lorn choir finds itself in demand

gap of between £9 Million 

may not be as harsh as some 
have predicted.

Freeze ends
The SNP government put 

a freeze on local authorities 
raising council tax payments 
for three years. 

may be levied have been 
rebutted by the council.

council is very much at the 
early stages of planning for 
next year’s budget. 

thoroughly review all areas 
to ensure service delivery is 
cost effective and directed at 
the council’s priorities. 

between now and the date 

set our council tax. It would 
therefore be premature to 
comment at this stage on any 

council tax.
Funding gap 

been maintaining a council 
tax freeze as part of our 
concordat commitment with 
the Scottish government. The 
future will very much depend 
on the government support 

we receive and its intentions 
regarding taxation and the 
paying for future service 
provision.

a funding gap of between £9m 

the next three years. 

the outcome of the Scottish 
government’s spending 
review and budget proposals 

much money we will have to 
invest in services next year.’

Argyll and Bute Council may 
opt for council tax increase
Government funding gap may be filled by residents

sections.
-

nessan Community Centre and will feature top ceilidh 

Mull’s Ranger Service on the Isle of Staffa.
The ranger will meet your boat on Staffa and show 

Fingal’s Cave on your own. 
Sturdy footwear and a camera is recommended.
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Sponsored by 

MacQueen Bros.
Charitable Trust

Community Charity Shop, White Buildings, North Pier

Donations of bric-a-brac, collectable, ornaments, books and paintings always 

wanted and greatly appreciated

Tel 01631 564848 
Charity No. SC041044

THE OWNER of a small 
seafood outlet on Oban’s 
Railway Pier has been 
praised by visitors for his 
back-to-basics outlook on 
customer service.

Seafood Bar owner 
Gordon MacGillivray says 
a simple customer service 
ethos and quality produce is 
the key to success in these 
tough economic times and 
one visitor in particular, 
whose job background is in 
customer service training, 
said Gordon has it spot on.

Janet Wilkinson from 
Bristol, who works in 
business training and 
development, said: ‘After 
several days of very 
mediocre, lacklustre service 
in the Highlands I’m 
delighted to have something 
excellent to say about 

service here!
‘We had lunch at 

MacGillivray’s Seafood Bar 
on the harbourside. 

Outstanding service
‘We had great, friendly 

service, amazingly fresh 
and cooked-to-order food. 
But it was the service that 
stood out!

‘Today felt like a day from 
my childhood holidays in 
the 1970s on the Clyde. 
Sunshine, and a lovely lunch 
on the harbour.

‘I think these days we are 
too quick criticise and too 
slow to praise, so it’s nice to 
praise these businesses when 
they treat you so well.’

Gordon has run his 
Seafood Bar for 10 years 
and now brings in fresh 
seafood every morning from 
different parts of Argyll.

‘Treat customers the way 
you would expect to be 
treated yourself,’ he says. 
‘It’s that simple, and it’s 
effective.

‘I have invested a lot in 
the seafood bar recently 
because I have to. 

‘The days of holding your 
hand out and expecting 
tourists to line your palm 
with silver have long gone.

‘We all have to work 
hard to meet people’s 
expectations and make them 
want to come back.’

his business he caught his 
own stock in a 15-foot 
rowing boat and 20 creels. 

He said: ‘Some days I 
wouldn’t get back to the 
pier with anything because 
I had sold it all to people on 
the yachts!’

THE OBAN Times has 
made a donation to Oban 
Cash for Kids at the request 
of the photographer who 
took the recent front-page 
picture of the Falls of Cru-
achan derailment.

Frenchman Stephan 
Antonio, who was on the 
train, has a vivid memory of 

the train came off the rails.
With this in mind, he did 

not want paid for the picture 
and instead asked that a 
donation be made to a chil-
dren’s charity.

A MAN who ‘parachuted’ 
out of a moving taxi in the 
early hours of New Year’s 
Day and then breached the 
peace in Oban’s hospital 

Oban Sheriff Court 
heard last week that David 
Beckett, Ferry House, 
Railway Pier, Oban, had 
been in the moving taxi 
on the A85 at 1.05am on 

January 1 this year when he 
had jumped out.

The taxi driver had 
stopped and got the 33-
year-old back into the taxi, 
taken him to the accident 
and emergency at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital in Oban 
and phoned the police, who 
went to the hospital. 

Procurator Fiscal Craig 
Harris said: ‘He was 

shouting and swearing and 
being aggressive towards 
the hospital staff who were 
attempting to treat him and 
he was warned on several 
occasions by the police.’

Beckett’s behaviour 
worsened with the presence 
of the police, he refused to 
give his details or allow any 
examination and eventually 
he was arrested after 

medical staff advised there 
were no serious injuries.

Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said Beckett, who 
pled guilty to obstructing 
and hindering medical staff 
and breaching the peace, had 
been drinking and ‘having 
decided to parachute from 
the taxi, that tells you what 
condition he was in’. 

He said his client was 

not aware of doing so or 
of his behaviour until told 
by police the following 
morning, adding that 

Fining Beckett £675, 
Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘I have said on a number 
of occasions that the court 
will not tolerate this type of 
behaviour in the hospital.’

LORD Robertson of Port Ellen 
returned to Ardbeg Distillery 
on Islay to oversee a special 
bottling of whisky, which 
will generate funds for an ex-
services charity. 

Born in Port Ellen, Lord 
Robertson, then Secretary 
General of NATO, visited the 
Distillery 10 years ago and a 
special cask, cask number 1217, 
was laid down to commemorate 
his visit. 

The whisky in the cask has 
been bottled and all bottle sales 
will be donated to Erskine, a 
charity that provides nursing 
and medical care for former 
members of the Armed Forces.

More than 200 of the Ardbeg 

bottles have been signed by 
Lord Robertson of Port Ellen 
and are on sale at the Ardbeg 
Distillery Visitor Centre and 
website – www.ardbeg.com 
– priced at £220 per bottle. 

Paul Neep, The Glenmorangie 
Company’s chief executive, 
said: ‘As the bottles are in 
honour of a famous son of Islay 
and the proceeds are being 
donated to such a charitable 
cause, interest has been high.’

Lord Robertson added that he 
was proud and delighted that 
proceeds from the sales will go 
to Erskine. 

Erskine’s chief executive, 
Major Jim Panton, said: ‘On 
behalf of all our veterans I thank 

Lord Robertson and Ardbeg for 
this unique and very generous 
donation.’

OBAN man Neil MacInnes, 
aged 30, 23D Shuna 

for six months at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week after 
admitting his third driving 
with no insurance offence 
which happened in Oban on 
September 9 last year.

A POLISH national who 
didn’t know that carrying a 
knife in a public place in the 
UK was a serious offence 
has been admonished at 
Oban Sheriff Court.

Bartosz Morawski, a 
welder, had been sitting at 
the side of Glenshellach 
Road, Oban, on June 3 dur-
ing the afternoon whittling 
wood when a passing driver 
saw he had a knife.

The police were con-
tacted and when he was 
approached the three-inch 
folding, locking knife, 
which he admitted was his, 
was lying between his feet.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said Morawski, 
aged 23, 33 Creag Bhan, 
Oban, who pled guilty to the 
offence, had not known of 
the Scottish laws on knife 
carrying as in Poland it was 
permissible depending on 
the knife’s size and purpose.

A WOMAN found to be 
over the legal drink drive 
limit for alcohol on the 

has lost her driving licence 
for 15 months.

Elaine Docherty was 
breathalysed by police on 
April 10 this year in the 
early hours of the morn-
ing after her car, which had 
struck a deer, was seen by 
police.

Dental nurse Docherty, 
aged 26, 9 Boyd Street, 
Glasgow, pled guilty and 

A FISHING boat skipper has 
been charged with risking 
lives by leaving his wheel-
house unmanned.

 William Paterson alleg-
edly went below decks while 
the Avalon II was underway 
and close to shore at North 
Machrie Bay off the Isle 

Carradale, Argyll, is accused 
of risking death or serious 
injury by failing to keep a 
proper lookout and placing 
the safety of the vessel in 
danger in July 2009.

 He denied three charges 
under the Merchant Shipping 
Act at Kilmarnock Sheriff 
Court and will stand trial in 
December.

 Alan Oman, 68, also of 
Carradale, denied failing to 
ensure a proper lookout as 
owner of the vessel and also 
faces trial.

A HIGHER than average 
number of young people are 
expected to have left school 
or college this summer and 
businesses in Argyll and 
Bute are being asked to give 
them a chance.

Package of support 
A new employer helpline 

has been launched alongside 
a package of support to 
ensure young people have 

long-term employment but 
employers are being asked 
to offer work experience, 
employment or modern 
apprenticeships along side 
this.

Scottish Skills Minister 
Keith Brown said: 
‘Scotland’s young people, 
our future workforce, offer 
a wealth of talent and skills. 
The Scottish Government 

challenge of more young 
people staying on at school 
or college last year meaning 
more than ever will leave 
this summer. 

 ‘It is time to Step Forward 
Scotland and help our 

summer leavers become 

Scotland’s economy.’
This support package aims 

to build on the work by Skills 
Development Scotland and 
partners in Argyll and Bute 
which saw 618 people start a 
national training programme 
in 2009/10. 

 Damien Yeates, 
chief executive Skills 
Development Scotland, 
said: ‘Step Forward 
Scotland, delivered by Skills 
Development Scotland, 
is a support package of 
incentives and offers 
available to employers to 
encourage recruitment of 
young people.

‘We need employers to 
identify how they can help 
and, as part of this package, 
there is a new employer 
helpline to help them do 
this.’ 

Call the employers 
helpline on 0800 783 
6000 or visit www.
skillsdevelopmentscotland.

out more. 

Cash for Kids 
donation

Woman drink 
driver banned for 
15 months

Carradale fi shing 
skipper in court

Oban man drove 
with no insurance 
for third time

Polish man did not 
know knife laws

Man who ‘parachuted’ from moving taxi is 
fi ned after obstructing hospital staff  in Oban

Gordon MacGillivray, with staff  Kiki MacColl, left, and Jess Fraser. 07_t29sea01

Attention to service brings 
success for sea-food bar

The special Ardbeg bottling.

Ardbeg production workers Archie McKechnie and Douglas Bowman and the Rt Hon Lord 
Robertson of Port Ellen get the cask ready for bottling.

Lord Robertson of Port Ellen donates 
his special dram to Erskine charity

Employers
asked to 
give more 
youngsters
a chance
Business incentives to off er 

modern apprenticeships 

or work experience

A SCHEME which allows 
people with long term 
health problems to send 
medical information from 
their homes has been highly 
commended at a national 
award ceremony.

Argyll and Bute Council 
and NHS Highland’s 
Telehealth project was 
singled out at the eWell-
Being Awards 2010 in Leeds 
where it had been shortlisted 
in the ‘independent living’ 
category.

The Telehealth ‘Home 
Pod’ gathers information 
from a patient and sends it 
by wireless broadband or 
telephone to a server, where 
it can be monitored by a 
clinician.

Councillor Donald 
McIntosh, Argyll and 
Bute’s spokesperson for 
social service explained the 
system: ‘The Home Pod 
enables remote monitoring 
of the patients’ vital signs 
and provides answers to 

questions, all of which are 
transferred in a secure way 
to a server which local nurses 
can access. 

‘Of those pod users who 
were asked if the device had 
made a difference to how 
they looked after themselves, 
86 per cent said that it had,’ 
he added.

He was delighted that the 
system’s success had been 
recognised.

Telehealth 
system is 
highly
commended

GEORGE Berry will be tackling his third man versus 
mountain challenge on Sunday when he climbs Ben 
Cruachan.

George upped his training sessions this week as he 
prepares for the steepest and toughest mountain yet.

Robin Morton of Energie Fitness said:  ‘The steep 
incline on Ben Cruachan will work George hard.  If he 
can do this he will be one step closer to achieving his 
ultimate goal of climbing Ben Nevis in September.’

George set himself the Ben Nevis goal in January in a 

20 kilos.
Robin and George are inviting people to join them on 

their Cruachan challenge.  For more information contact 
Robin at Energie Fitness on 01631 565000.

TWO WOMEN from Oban will be plunging thousands 
of feet through the air next month in a charity sky dive.

Helen Jamieson and Lynn Robertson, who work at the 
Oban store of M&Co are undertaking the challenge in a 
bid to raise funds for Cancer Research UK.

Nine other staff members from stores across Scotland 
will join the pair on the skydive, which takes place in 
Strathallan on August 22.

Helen said:  ‘I think that everyone has been effected 
by cancer in one way or another and so I feel Cancer 
Research is very a worthy cause.’

Staff from the Oban store will also be holding a fund-
raising coffee morning in Glencruitten Church Hall on 

last two years. 

THE SUN came out for a very special boat blessing 
recently at the pontoon in front of Jubilee Cottage in 
Cullipool on Luing.

The new boat of Eoghann and Alasdair 
MacLachlan, the boat was named ‘Lily’ a family tradi-
tion, after their grandmother Lily MacLachlan. 

‘Lily’ is a  21-foot aluminium boat, designed by Iain 
Robb and built by David Ritchie at Alasdair Robb En-

Family gathered to take part in the blessing, and 
the Rev Iain MacRitchie of Inverness, a family 
friend, spoke of the tradition of blessing boats in the 
past and present. 

He read in Gaelic and English from Psalm 107.

Eoghann and Alasdair MacLachlan are joined by 
well-wishers at their boat blessing.
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Children from Taynuilt Nursery and Taynuilt Playgroup took part in Barnardos Big Toddle before their recent sports day. This year, for the 
fi rst time, Barnardos introduced a fancy dress theme to the Big Toddle - swashbuckling pirates.

Taynuilt ‘pirates’ step out on Barnardos Big Toddle          

Helpers pictured at Port Appin Hall’s recent coff ee evening, when more than £800 
was raised for funds.

Port Appin Hall coffee evening raises £800

JURA Development Trust has been awarded 
£23,182 by the Climate Challenge Fund to 
conduct a woodfuel supply pilot scheme on 
the island.

The project follows a survey of islanders 
carried out by the Powerdown Project last 
year which showed that 90 per cent of 
respondents who are currently able to burn 
wood were interested in burning more wood 
from local, sustainable sources to replace 
other solid fuels, oil and electricity.

The project will look at the practicalities 
of developing a biomass supply for Jura to 
allow the increased use of locally sourced, 
sustainably managed timber for heat and hot 
water.  

This will pave the way for the development 
of a consistent, local biomass supply chain 
which will help islanders tackle their 
carbon footprint by offering a cleaner local 
alternative to burning fossil fuels.

‘It seems a little ridiculous that we spend so 
much money importing oil and coal to Jura 
when we have an abundant natural resource 
which could be used for water heating in our 
homes and businesses,’ explained Kirsten 

island.
‘Using local biomass in this way will 

not only reduce carbon emissions from 
transporting and burning oil and coal, but 
also develop skills and create employment 
opportunities on the island, helping 
Jura become more environmentally and 
economically sustainable.’

The ten-month project will examine the 
practicalities of developing a biomass 
supply for Jura and pave the way for the 
development of a consistent, local supply 
chain by looking at the opportunities for 
further development and offering training to 
local people.

Climate Challenge Fund cash gets Jura 
woodfuel pilot scheme up and running

ISLAY

Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215
Cantilena Festival
THIS year’s Cantilena 
Festival on Islay opened 
with a piano recital at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 
by Havilland Willshire, 
including pieces by Chopin 
and Schumann. 

Other concerts were held 
at various venues across 
the island. These included 
two more concerts at the 
Columba Centre with 
pianist Scott Mitchell 
and evening concerts at 
Ardbeg, Lagavulin and 
Bruichladdich distilleries. 
This year a new venue was 
the Outback Art Gallery at 
Sanaigmore, for a shorter 
afternoon concert of light 
music. The evening concerts 
contained performances of a 
wide range of composers and 
compositions, from the early 
Scarlatti and Vivaldi to the 
more romantic Schumann 
and Mendelssohn. 

Traditional works included 
the superb Ghost and 
Archduke Piano Trios by 
Beethoven and the Schumann 
Piano Quartet. 

Adrian Shepherd MBE 
and Angus Ramsay are 
Cantilena’s artistic directors. 
They are dedicated to 
the educational role of 
the festival, whereby 
advanced music students 
play alongside Cantilena’s 
professional members. 

Adrian said: ‘This year we 
played some works for larger 
groups such as a Mendelssohn 
String Symphony, as this 
will be extremely useful to 
the students in their future 
professional careers.’

Sheepdog trials
ISLAY Sheepdog Trials will 
be held at the Whin Park, 
Bridgend, this Saturday, 
courtesy of the MacCormick 
family, Blackrock. 

For more information 
telephone Joanne on 01496 
850340

Womens’ summer 
football league
ANY WOMEN interested 
in playing in a mini football 

league over the summer 
should please contact either 
Shona Ramsay on 850037, 
or speak to Isobel or Karen 
Siddall at Mactaggart 
Leisure Centre. 

side, depending on numbers. 
There is training on Sundays 
at noon at the Bowmore 
pitches.

Ardbeg Islay Half 
Marathon
ARDBEG Islay Half 
Marathon will be held on 
Saturday August 7.

Enquiries to Kate 
MacAffer, telephone 01496 
810479/07899 944330 or
email kateislay@aol.com. 
No entries will be taken on 
the day.

Moran taing!
ISLAY Mòd committee 
thanks everyone who 
contributed to the highly 
successful local Mòd on 
June 5. 

They are indebted to the 
competitors, adjudicators, 
competition chairpersons, 
stewards and Mòd secretary 
for their efforts which 
ensured that everything 
ran smoothly and everyone 
had a great time on the day. 
Thanks also to the splendid 

Book marks music 
school anniversary
ON SATURDAY June 26 
there was a book launch at 
Plockton High School to 
celebrate 10 years of the 
Traditional Music School of 
Excellence.

The book ‘Ten out of Ten’ 
was produced by Terry 
Williams from Skye with the 
help of Ronan Martin, also 
from Skye.

Dougue Pincock, the 
music school’s director, 
spoke of the past 10 years 
and Laurence Young, the 
area education manager for 
Skye and Lochalsh when the 
school opened, also spoke.

ISLE OF COLL

School sports fun
EVERY year, as the summer 
term draws to an end, 
Arinagour Primary School 
pupils and teachers enjoy 
sports day.  

This year’s event on June 
14 brought another visit 
from Ted Heath - supposedly 
retired from school sports 
activities, but not completely 
- to the delight of parents, 
teachers and children. 

Ted presided over 
good-natured and varied 
competition between the 
three teams: the Macleans, 
the Macfarlanes and the 
Stewarts.

There was beautiful 
weather and an entertaining 
day all round, but it was the 

stamina - the tug-of-war - 
which generated the loudest 
cheering from the crowd and 
incredible endeavour from 
the children. 

Your correspondent 
is Seonaid 
Maclean-Bristol:               
01879 230351

End of term service
ON TUESDAY June 22, the 
children performed their end-
of-term service to a packed 
audience in the village hall. 

In addition to the usual 
valedictory speeches from 
departing pupils, musical 
recitals and awards for good 
attendance, the school staged 
its end-of-term play - Bugsy
Malone.

Given that this is a tiny 
village school on a remote 
island with few resources 
and few children, the quality 
of the performance, costumes 
and stage decoration was 
incredible.

Every child performed 
and revelled in the joy of 
entertaining others. Which 
islander will ever forget the 
primary school girls doing 
the Charleston in sequinned 
gowns or the sight of 
dapper under-eight-year-old 

their water-pistols?  
To thank the school 

staff, who were rightly 
commended following a 
recent inspection, seems 
inadequate. The energy and 
enthusiasm shown by the 
whole school is a parent’s 
delight and a pupil’s lifelong 
inspiration.

THE JULY 100 Club winner 
was K Whyte who won 
£100.

There will be a car boot sale 
at Kilmore Hall on Saturday 
July 17 from 12 noon to 
4pm. To book space contact 
Mrs R Thomas, 564177. A 
cake and candy table and 
refreshments will also be on 

sale in the hall. All proceeds 
will go to hall renovations 
and it is hoped this event 
will be well supported.

Kilmore Highland Games 
will be held on Saturday 
July 31 when the hall fund-
raising committee will be 
running a venison and beef 
burger stall.

KILMORE

This year’s sports day included a new venture 
- raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Children were challenged to fi ll buckets of water in an 
unconventional way and more than £100 was raised. 

Ted Heath presides over the tug-of-war. 

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

The Argyll Carriage Driving for the Disabled team returned from the National Carriage Driving 
Championships with seven individual placings between second and fi fth and the team award for best 
turnout. The team of eight disabled drivers had a wonderful day at Sauchieburn Equestrian centre near 
Stirling, competing against teams from all over the country. The team, which has been on the go since 2005, 
meets every Wednesday at Benderloch Equestrian centre, coached by Jane Isaac.

Argyll riding team celebrate national success

Barcaldine Primary School pupils have been putting their new British Gas Generation Green bikes to good 
use by cycling from the school to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary along the SUSTRANS cycle path from 
opposite the school. Twenty-six children and nine adults took part. Everyone made it to the sea life centre 
and had a wee rest before cycling back – a total of four miles. 

Barcaldine pupils put new green bikes to good use

St John’s Church caterers, 
the Islay High School 
janitor, Islay Woollen Mill, 

and those who sponsored the 
event.

Finally, thanks to the 
public who turned out and 
supported the daytime 
competitions and evening 

such large numbers. Gu’n 
robh math agaibh uile. 

Glasgow 
playwright 
working in Islay
PLAYWRIGHT Tim Nunn of 
Glasgow-based Reeling and 
Writhing theatre company is 
currently working in Islay, 
writing and recording natural 
sounds for use as background 
in the performance of his 
forthcoming play Formel.

Mr Nunn’s play tells the 

ambitions amongst people 
living and working in the 
Scottish hills, with complex 
tensions at work between the 
characters.

The passionate interests 
which wildlife and 
conservation generate will 
feature in the script.  It is 
planned that the production 
will tour, and hopefully it 

will be possible to bring it to 
Islay.

Mr Nunn said: ‘I chose to 
work in Islay because it’s 
so atmospheric. The natural 
landscape is all around, and 
wind and weather and the 
sea sounds can be recorded 
without interference from 
mechanical noise.’

A concert followed with all 
the present students taking 
part.

Sailing
The Plockton Hotel Stakes 
on Saturday June 26 had just 

and a topper.
In calm conditions the 

result was: 1 Michael Hay, 
Nan; 2 Douglas Hamilton, 
Ajax; 3 Colin McAndrew, 
Sirius;  4 Morag Amos, 
Eala Bhan. After the race a 
social evening was held in 
the Plockton Hotel at which 

presented by the hotel.

LISMORE

Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293
School ceilidh and 
prizegiving
A JOYFUL celebration at the 
end of the year was tinged 
with sadness as Lismore 
primary pupils and staff said 
goodbye to three primary 
sevens – Kirsty Wright, Tom 
Campbell Paine and Kara 
Willis. 

Acting head teacher Mary 
Heath presented them each 
with a book token from a 
bequest from the late Lindsey 
Drew of Daisy Bank. Earlier 
the children had entertained 
islanders with a Scottish 
ceilidh, each performing 
individually as well as 
together in the action song, 
which the younger children 
performed at the Oban Mod, 
and as Na Liosach, the folk 
group which won a trophy at 
the Mod. 

Delicious Scottish nibbles 

MacCormick and served 
with tea and coffee and each 
of the children was presented 

particular achievement. 
In addition two special 

presentations were made. 

great contribution to school 
life over and above her 
contribution as school chef 
and to Ali Cunningham for 
her great work in the drama 
department.

to Mary Heath. Teacher 
Mary MacDougall thanked 
her on everyone’s behalf for 
stepping in when Jennifer 
Kirkwood left in February. 
In reply Mary said she had 
loved everything about 
the experience and would 
sorely miss Lismore and its 
children.

August Festival
LISMORE is having a 
festival from August 17 to 
20 with many great events, 
some of which need to be 
booked.

Starting on Tuesday 
August 17, there will be a 
barbecue at Port Ramsay 
at 5pm and tickets can be 
brought in advance from 
Isle of Lismore Café. On
Wednesday August 18, from
11am to 12.30pm, Margaret 
Elphinstone, author of ‘The 
Gathering Night’, which 
describes life in Argyll in 
the Stone Age, will give a 
talk entitled  Giving Hunter 
Gatherers a Voice. Later, 
from  1.30pm to 5pm at Port 

Ramsay there will be Hunter 
Gatherer Activities for all 
ages - no need to book but 
children must have written 
permission from parents. 

This will be organised by 
Kilmartin House Museum 
Education Team and will 
involve fun activities as well 
as drama with the Walking 
Theatre Company. 

On Thursday August 19 
in the afternoon there is a 
visit to a Lismore Mesolithic 
site, led by Dr Sharon 
Webb of Kilmartin House 
Museum. This is limited to 
25 participants so must be 
booked in advance with the 

01631 760030. The week 
will close with a dance at 
from 8pm to 2am in Lismore 
Public Hall.

SCALPAY
Your correspondent 
is Donald Morrison: 
01859 540217
Renovations
DWELLING houses bought 
recently are being renovated 
and there seems to be a steady 
process of house building in 
general on the island.

Roads
THE MAIN road from 
Tarbert, Harris, has been 
widened over recent years, 
which has been welcomed 
by motorists, especially 
visitors.

Single track roads in the 
area are well maintained for 
the most part.
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we buy:
Authentic 19th and early 

20th Century TRIBAL 
ART pieces from Old 

Missionary and Colonial 
collections - African 

(eg. Zulu), North 
American Indian, 

Eskimo and Oceanic 
(eg. New Zealand and 
South Sea Islands).

Phone: Belgium 
0032475636368 or 

01224 741762 
Email: abstraction713@

hotmail.com

Call us or email;- we can tell you 
immediately whether you have the 
potential to generate a useful amount 
of power. The picture shows an 
underground powerhouse generating 
110 kilowatts. 

A party of German tourists had an added opportunity to 
experience the scenery around the Rest and Be Thankful on 
Sunday after their coach slipped over the edge of the road and 
became grounded. Heavy recovery equipment, brought from 
Kilmarnock, was required to get the coach back on the road 
several hours later. Picture - Kevin McGlynn

A RARE beetle, which was 
thought to be extinct in 
Britain until three years ago, 
has been found in numbers 
on the Isle of Coll.

Entomologists are excited 

sites on Coll which have 
been surveyed by a team 
including Jeanne Robinson 
curator of entomology at 
Glasgow Museums, Geoff 
Hancock of Glasgow’s 
Hunterian Museum, Garth 
Foster of the Aquatic 
Coleoptera Trust and oil 
beetle expert Darren Mann of 
Oxford University Museum 
of Natural History.

The Meloe brevicollis,
short-necked oil beetle, had 
not been seen for around 60 
years until it was found in 
Devon in 2007.

Then an entomologist on 
holiday on Coll reported 
seeing the oil beetle on 
the island and last month 
the team travelled to both 
Tiree and Coll to survey the 
islands, not only for the oil 
beetle but other insects too.

The oil beetle, which 

young that depend on 
solitary nesting bees for 
survival.

The larvae climb on 

hatching and waitfor hairy 
insects to grab on to. If they 
are lucky, they attach to 

back to their burrowed nests 
in sand dunes and the larvae 
then feed on the bee young 
and food stores. Those that 
grab on to other hairy insects 
will almost certainly die.

The entomologists didn’t 
see any oil beetles on Tiree, 
although they saw many 
other species of insects and 
it was on Coll that they made 
their exciting discovery.

‘On one of the days we saw 
about 20 beetles; males and 
females mating and males 
and females at two other 
sites where they hadn’t been 
seen before,’ said Jeanne.

One of the reasons for 
this, she said, was that the 
solitary bee population on 
Coll was doing ‘incredibly 
well’ because of the quality 
of the sand dunes, which are 

very sheltered and remained 
largely undisturbed.

She explained there was 
a delicate balance between 
the beetles and bees as the 
beetles would not survive 
if they decimated the bee 
population.

The entomologists’ 
discoveries will be listed 
on the National Recording 
Scheme and Natural 
Biodiversity Network 
which allows changes in 
populations and biodiversity 
to be monitored.

While on Tiree, the 
entomologists held an open 
evening to show island 
residents what they had 
found and were looking for 
and a science teacher from 
Tiree High School offered 
to get his students out and 
looking for the oil beetle.

‘These new recruits will 
greatly increase our chances 

are on Tiree,’ said Jeanne.
The public should report 

photographs, dates and 
exact locations of sightings 
to Darren Mann at the 
Oxford University Museum 
of Natural History at darren.
mann@oum.ox.ac.uk.

Jacob’s Ladder 
disorder
FOLLOWING on-going 
issues with youth disorder 
at Jacob’s Ladder in Oban 
police increased patrols in 
the area.

During one of these 
patrols, just after midnight 
last Saturday, police found 
a youth drinking at Jacob’s 
Ladder. The youth became 
agitated and struggled with 

tried to intervene.
As a result an 18-year-old 

has been the subject of a re-

charged with consuming 
alcohol in a public place and 
breach of the peace.

Rock used in fi ght
IN THE early hours of 
Saturday morning police 
traced a man who had al-
legedly been involved in a 

George Street.
The man, who was found 

to be carrying a large rock, 
is now the subject of a re-

Car vandalised
THE OWNER of a Vauxhall 
Corsa in Hynish Crescent, 
Oban, woke on Sunday 

over his car.
As well as damage to the 

paintwork a front tyre had 

Police enquiries are on-
going but anyone who has 
any information, or saw 
anything suspicious over-
night between Saturday and 
Sunday, is encouraged to 
get in touch with PC Danny 
MacBeth at Oban Police 
Station on 01631 510500. 

PEOPLE in Argyll and 
Bute, who are struggling 

advised to stay away from 
loan sharks.

The warning comes after 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
trading standards team 
became aware of several 
residents taking out loans 
with illegal money lenders.

Doorstep lenders are 

always keen to lend money 
but do not disclose the 
extortionate rates of interest 
they charge, which means 
that their victims have to 
pay back many times what 

they borrowed. 
They often use intimidation 

and threats of violence if 
payments are missed.

Councillor Daniel Kelly, 
chairman of the council’s 

planning, protective Services 
and licensing committee, 
said: ‘My advice to anyone 
looking to borrow money 
is to approach a reputable 
lender. Dealing with loan 

sharks is never, ever a good 
idea.’

Anyone can contact trading 
standards on 01546 404604 
or call the illegal lending 
team 03000 555 2222. 

Public warned about dealing with illegal money lenders

Meloe brevicollis the short-necked oil beetle, which has been found in large 
numbers on Coll. Copyright Jeanne Robinson, Glasgow Museums

Rare beetle 
turns up on 
Isle of Coll
Short-necked oil beetle had not 

been seen for around 60 years
EXCLUSIVE

REPORT by 
MARIAN MILLER

mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
Entperprise has appointed 
Alex Paterson as its new 
chief executive.

Mr Paterson, who is HIE’s 
director of regional com-
petitiveness and has been a 
director with the organisa-
tion for nine years, will take 
up his post on August 2.

A graduate of both Bath 
and Strathclyde universi-
ties, he began his career in 
the private sector in 1985, 
working for multinationals 
Esso and Volvo.

He was Head of Small 
Business Development at 
Scottish Enterprise Ren-
frewshire in the early 1990s, 
then worked as director of 
a management consultancy 
before joining HIE in 2001.

Mr Paterson said: ‘I am 
naturally delighted to be 
appointed as chief executive 
of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

‘Working for HIE for the 
past nine years has been a 
great pleasure. It’s a superb 
organisation with a talented 
and dedicated workforce 
who are determined to do all 
they can to help our region 
prosper and contribute to 
Scotland’s economic recov-
ery and growth.’

HIE appoints new 
chief executive

£1 million to boost 
rural broadband
A NEW fund to improve 
broadband coverage in rural 
areas has been launched by 
the Scottish government, 
with £1 million in the pot 
until 2013.

To be delivered by the 
LEADER scheme, which 
supports small-scale, com-
munity driven projects, 
the challenge fund aims to 
improve broadband speed 
and coverage.

Communities will be able 
to make bids for the fund-
ing through the LEADER 

cations due in by September 
1.

Richard Lochhead MSP, 
cabinet secretary for rural 
affairs and environment, 
said: ‘With broadband be-
ing used by more and more 
households as standard, I 
hope that this new challenge 
fund will further enhance 
Scotland’s broadband 
infrastructure and help rural 
organisations gain a level 

they need it most.
‘Fresh investment through 

LEADER will bring faster 
speeds, improved cover-
age or simply research to 
identify the digital needs of 
an area.’ 

No boundary 
changes for 
Western Isles
THE UK Government has 
announced that the Western 
Isles, Shetland and Orkney 
will be exempt from the 
constituency boundary rede-
sign proposed for the rest of 
the UK.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Nick Clegg told the House 
of Commons last week that 
the islands were ‘uniquely 
placed given their location’.

He announced that the 
Boundary Commission 
will review constituency 
boundaries in order to create 
fewer and more equally 
sized constituencies.

He said:  ‘By equalising 
the size of constituencies 
we can ensure that people’s 
votes carry the same weight, 
no matter where they live.’

SNP MP for Na h-Eileanan 
Iar Angus MacNeil wel-
comed the decision.

He said:  ‘I have long 
argued that island con-
stituencies are unique and 
cannot be parcelled up into 
neat population bundles in 
the same way as inner city 
seats.

‘This is great news for the 
people of Na h-Eileanan Iar 
as a community constitu-
ency and a victory for com-
mon sense,’ he added.

The House of Commons is 
the largest directly elected 
chamber in the European 
Union.

The constituency redesign 
will reduce the number of 
seats from 650 to 600.

AN OBAN student has been 
gearing up to unveil her 

Gordon University’s annual 
Gray’s School of Art Degree 
Show in Aberdeen.

Graphic Design student 
Laura Hurst, aged 22, has 

design project featuring a 
host of knitted creations.

Following on from a life-
long interest in traditional 
arts and crafts, the ex-Oban 
High School pupil saw 

chance to amalgamate both 
sides of design, hand-made 
work and the computer-
aided design she has learned 
throughout her degree.

Laura said: ‘I’ve always 
felt torn between my love of 
crafts and my talent on the 
computer in terms of graphic 
design. I feel that computers 
can sometimes be relied 
upon a little too often in the 
creative process. 

degree project, I thought 

interesting way to bring 
together both the disciplines 
I enjoy.’ 

Laura created individual 
‘sets’ featuring hand-knitted 
objects, making up a home 
studio ‘scene’. 

She then took photos of 
this scene and transferred 
it over to her computer to 

act as the new home page 
for a website. ‘Using hand-
made sets, rather than just 
creating them digitally on 
the computer, gives the web 
pages more depth as they 
look more realistic and 3-
dimensional, resulting in a 
‘hand-made home page’. 

Another one of Laura’s 
hand-made sets, which 
transferred over to a digital 
image, was an Alice in 
Wonderland-themed scene, 
entered in to the Penguin 
Design Award, which saw 
students all over the UK 
designing a new front 
cover for the latest edition 
of Lewis Carroll’s classic 
children’s book.

Laura Hurst with some of her designs. 07_t29laur01-03

Laura produces a stitch-
in-time for dot com era

A PETITION calling on 
the Scottish Government to 

where populations of wild 
salmon are present has been 
handed in to Holyrood.

Lord (David) Steel 
presented the Salmon and 
Trout Association’s (S&TA) 
Aquaculture Petition, 
containing more than 17,000 
signatures, to members of the 
Scottish Parliament’s Petitions 

Committee. The petition calls 
for the Scottish government 

units from sensitive sites and 
freshwater cage units from 
river systems which have 
populations of wild salmonids 
present, as is the case already 
in Norway.

The petition looks likely to 
produce a debate in the Scottish 
Parliament in October, when 
S&TA may be requested to 

provide supporting evidence. 
As part of its Aquaculture 

Project, S&TA is in the process 
of appointing an aquaculture 
campaign manager who will 
focus completely on this issue 
and build on the momentum 
gained from the petition and 
the media interest surrounding 
its handover.  

A spokesman for S&TA 
said: ‘We see this position 
requiring three years to stir 

up the vital retailer/consumer/
funder pressure which we feel 
is the only way to genuinely 

regulatory strategy for Scottish 

review and we are still adding 
to that evidence base but we 
also need the public’s support 
and voice to keep up the 
pressure on the industry and 
government.’

Lord Steel presents 17,000 signature ‘wild salmon’ 
v fi sh farm petition to Scottish government

THE TOBERMORY men 
behind a new whisky will 
launch their product on 
the island at the end of the 
month.

McGochan’s bar manager 

man Calum Maclean will 
unveil their blended Isle 
of Mull whisky at McGo-
chan’s Bar and Gino’s on 
July 30 with special guests 
Skerryvore. The whisky 
has been bottled in both 
70cl and 1.5litre bottles and 
is produced by Gordon & 
Macphail in Elgin. Designer 
Ewan Leckie, who also hails 
from the island, has come 
up with the bottle designs 
and all other logos. 

Neil said: ‘Our aims are to 
distribute to all bars/restau-
rants and off-sales on Mull 
and around the Oban area 
and we also have verbal 

units in Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and Stirling.  Once we have 
a solid base we would then 
look to all of Scotland and 
then look into exporting.’

New Mull whisky to 
be launched

PEOPLE on the west coast 
have just four weeks left to 
nominate individuals and 
teams for the NHS Highland 
Staff Awards.

The awards, now in their 

recognise and celebrate 
staff and volunteers who 
have gone the extra mile to 
improve health and patient 
care.

There are six categories 
under which nominations 
can be made: Better Health 
for staff who have helped 
patients improve their own 
health; Better Care for staff 
who have improved the 
quality of care for all their 
patients; Better Value for 
staff who make the best use 
of public money; Behind the 
Scenes for staff who provide 

essential services which 
are less visible to patients; 
Innovation for staff who 
have shown imagination in 
reshaping services; and the 
Volunteer Award for the 
many services volunteers 
provide.

Anne Gent, NHS 
Highland’s director of 
human resources, said: 
‘Although patients often 
tell us how much they 
appreciate the excellent 
care they receive, this is an 
opportunity to recognise 
some of the extraordinary 
characters.’

To make a nomination 
log onto www.nhshighland.
scot.nhs.uk or call 01463 
717123.

The closing date for entries 
is August 6.

NHS Highland staff awards

NEW HONDA TRX500FES: ELECTRIC SHIFT, 
2OR 4WHEEL DRIVE 
£6650 +VAT PLUS FREE TRAILER

THIS PRICE INCLUDES A LOGIC HIGH 
SIDED TRAILER VALUE £850 + VAT

NEW LOGIC FLAIL MOWER: 1.2METRE
CUT,FLOTATION WHEELS, 16HP ENGINE 
AND REMOTE THROTTLE. THIS MACHINE 
CUTS RUSHES ETC. NO JOB TOO TOUGH.
RRP £4,355 + VAT 
OUR PRICE £3,800 + VAT

QUALITY USED MACHINES

HONDA TRX350 4X4: FULLY SERVICED, 
NEW TYRES, VERY GOOD CONDITION.ONLY 
500 HRS USE. £2,950 + VAT

HONDA TRX450 4X4: 2 WHEEL DRIVE 
OPTION, FITTED WINCH, EXCELLENT 
CONDITION, FULLY SERVICED. ONLY 
500HRS USE. £3,200 + VAT

HONDA TRX500FE: 2 WHEEL DRIVE 
OPTION, ELECTRIC SHIFT,FULLY SERVICED, 
NEW TYRES, VERY GOOD CONDITION
£4,100+ VAT
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LOCHABER tourism 
businesses are reporting a 
mixed trading picture ahead 
of the Glasgow Fair and 
English school holidays.

Hopes that a busy summer 
season would compensate 
for a generally quiet spring 
appear fragile, with many 
operators seeing a drop in 
visitors compared with last 
year. 

Others, however, are 
prospering despite the chilly 
economic climate - but no 
clear trend has emerged on 
what locations are doing 
better than others.

Fine weather in June 
appears to have been good 
news for campsites and 
caravan parks – but not for 
indoor attractions.

At Corpach, Treasures of 
the Earth museum director 
Desmond Reece told The
Oban Times: ‘We’re down 
on last year. We don’t keep 
exact records but we’re 
down about ten per cent. We 
rely on coach trips and there 
doesn’t seem to be as many 
about as usual.’

Visitor Centre, numbers 
were seven per cent below 

and June. 
Property manager Rudy 

Vandecappelle said: ‘It’s 
been a lot quieter for July 
than we would have hoped. 
Right now, the car park is 
half empty. Normally at 
this time of year it would 
be full. There’s even been 
some tour operators cancel 
coaches because of a lack of 
numbers.’

Nevis Range, however, 

A POLICE chief is urging all cyclists to 
wear helmets after the tragic death of a 
former Lochaber man on the A830 Road to 
the Isles on Saturday.

was killed in a fall from his racing bike on a 

around 7pm. 

was cycling south near Kindsadel when 
he fell and struck his head. Paramedics 
pronounced him dead at the scene.

Lochaber Chief Inspector John Chisholm 

moments later lying seriously injured on the 
carriageway.

He said: ‘Regretfully on this occasion it 
was apparent he was not wearing a cycling 
helmet and this had a bearing on the injuries 
he sustained.

‘Two years ago we ran a child safety 
campaign to encourage youngsters to use 
cycle helmets. 

‘That is to be encouraged in the adult 
population as well.

‘Our experience clearly tells us that a fall 
from a pedal cycle onto the road is not in the 
least bit forgiving.’

‘We are still investigating the full 

and a report has been sent to the procurator 

‘It does, though, appear to have been a 
tragic accident.’

councillor Allan Henderson said: ‘On 
behalf of the local community I would like 
to express my sympathies to his mother and 
father, who are well-respected members of 
the community. The whole thing is quite 
tragic.’

LOCHABER strongmen 
Chris ‘Goose’ Innes and Jerry 
Vickers have had success in 
recent competitions.

second in the Scottish 
Championships in Edinburgh 
and Goose won the UK’s 

THE SIXTH annual Skye and 
Lochalsh Ceilidh Trail kicked 
off on Saturday with a family 
ceilidh in Elgol Hall.

The tour sees a group of seven 
local teenagers travelling to 
a range of venues around the 
island and Lochalsh during the 
month of July, where they will 
play concerts, pub sessions and 
family dances.

The group, all aged between 
15 and 17, comprises Lorna 

who have all come through Fèis 
an Earraich.

The talented young musicians 
will play about 17 gigs during 
the month, with their last 
performance coming at the Clan 
Donald Centre, Armadale, on 
Saturday July 31. 

For full details of where the 
trail is headed go to www.
feisean.org or www.facebook.
com and search for ‘ceilidh 
trail’.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

had its busiest June since it 
opened in 1989 with around 
38,000 visitors, while at 

said numbers were around 
ten per cent up on previous 
years because of the good 
weather. At the upmarket 
Inverlochy Castle Hotel near 
Fort William, trans-Atlantic 

up.
Operations manager Kerry 

Watson was not able to give 
The Oban 

Times, but she said: ‘It’s been 
quite good so far. We’ve had 
lots of oversees visitors, the 
Americans are coming back. 

being strong against the 
pound is helping us.’

One noticeable trend 
appears to be the rise of 
planned and online booked 
holidays at the expense of 
passing trade.

Kristie Stewart said: ‘We’ve 
had very good numbers. I 
think people are planning 
their itinerary before they 
travel so it is important to 
market yourself well.’

Fort William guesthouse 

were similar to 2009.
‘It has been busier through 

bookings, and less off-the-

said. ‘People are using the 
internet much more to book 
than they used to.’

f29strong1no

Strongmen Jerry and Chris, with their trainer Muir Watson, centre.

and competed in the new 90-
kilogramme category.

They will now take on 
the best in the UK – Jerry 
is taking part in Britain’s 

in October and Goose 

will compete in the UK’s 

also in October.
Jerry has been working 

with Fort William trainer 

last year. Asked how well he 

Members of the Ceilidh Trail group who are touring Skye 
and Lochalsh. 

‘He’s got a great chance, I 
think he’s that good. I think 
he’ll do well down there. 
Jerry is probably in the top 
seven or so in the country at 
the moment. He’s a rising 
star.’

who is Scotland’s Strongest 

should be proud to have the 

‘People look at the results 
from these competitions 
and ask ‘How can a small 
place like Fort William have 
produced two of the strongest 
men in the country?’

Helmet appeal follows death of cyclist

Rise and fall in tourist numbers
Lochaber businesses                           
cling on to           
fragile hopes of busy     
summer season

Elgol Hall event kicks off 
sixth annual ceilidh trail

Lochaber strongmen celebrate competition success

Leader accuses 
administration of 
covert lobbying 
over care homes 
SNP HIGHLAND 
Council group leader 
John Finnie has accused 
the Independent/LibDem/
Labour administration 
of covertly lobbying the 
private sector before last 
month’s controversial 

planned council care homes.
John Finnie said private 

developers have been 
‘circling like vultures’ 
around some of the care 
home sites – including 
Invernevis House in Fort 
William - claiming ‘detailed 
discussions’ between 
the administration and 
developers had taken place 

He has asked chief 
executive Alistair Dodds 
to release all relevant 
papers and rule on whether 
councillors should have 
been made aware of 
correspondence with the 
private sector before making 
their decision. 

LibDem budget leader 
David Alston said the 
letters were ‘standard 
correspondence’ and that 
private sector interest was 
‘no big secret’.

Arisaig Week 
attractions
ARISAIG is preparing for 
the start of the sixth ‘Arisaig 
Week’ which kicks off next 
Thursday.

Amongst the attractions 
are musical performances 
from The Duplets, pianist 
Robin Colvill and the last 
performance in the village 

A new event, An Tillead 
(The Return), will focus on 
the roots and ancestry in 
Arisaig and this year will 
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A CASUAL stroll along 
the shores of Loch Fyne 
recently led to a discovery of 
treasure for one Lanarkshire 
man and his family.

Blantyre, was on a family 
walk on the edge of 
Argyll Caravan Park, near 
Inveraray, when he stumbled 
across an old coin.

That coin turned out to 
be part of a bracelet of old 
American currency – seven 
dimes and a quarter, which 
presumably belonged 
to a US soldier based in 
Inveraray during World War 
II.

The discovery was made 

when Rod paid a trip to the 
Royal Burgh to visit his 
parents who own a caravan 
at the park.

The park, a former training 
camp for Allied troops 
during World War II, is 
steeped in military history.

said: ‘It was a silver dime. 
‘I found it in a small 

paddock off the beaten 
track, near the caravan site. 
It was unusual in that it 
was concave and had holes 

mother said it looked like it 
had been made into an item 
of jewellery.’

Upon returning to 

Lanarkshire, Rod, a metal 
detecting enthusiast, showed 
the coin to friend Robert 
Douglas, who suggested 
they return to Argyll and 
carry out a search of the 
area.

Rod, Robert and two 
friends travelled to Inveraray 

the other seven coins buried 

scattered across 30 square 
metres of paddock.

Rod’s mother has since 
taken the coins, dating 

a jeweller who reassembled 
the bracelet 

‘She is really attached 

to it,’ he said. ‘She’s been 
wearing it ever since.’

He added: ‘The coins 
obviously came over with 
the GIs midway through 
World War II but how it 
ended up as a bracelet 
then scattered across 30 

Boon fans.’
On a more serious note 

he said: ‘It’s certainly a 
poignant discovery. 

‘I wonder about the man 
who made the bracelet. 
Did he go on to land on 
the Normandy shores or is 
he still alive back home in 
America?’

The coin bracelet looks as good as new despite spending 70 years underground.  
a29coin02no

A FORT William woman 
suffered a suspected frac-
tured arm after her Vaux-
hall Corsa left the A828, 
just north of the village of 

services from Oban attended 
and, although the woman 
was not trapped, both doors 
on the driver’s side of the 
car had to be cut off and the 
car stabilised before she was 
removed from the damaged 
vehicle.

The road was temporarily 
closed during the incident 
and the woman was later 
transferred to the Belford 
Hospital, Fort William for 
treatment.

Woman injured 
as car leaves A828      
at Barcaldine

Discovery may have belonged to US soldier based at Loch Fyne during World War Two

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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GLASGOW-based Gaelic arts organisation An Lòchran 
has appointed Barra man Duncan MacNeil as their new 
development manager. 

Duncan, 39, from Ardveenish, brings extensive experience 
of working in the Gaelic media sector and in live theatre to 
the job.

Gaelic development partners. 
His appointment follows the launch of Glasgow City 

Volunteers sought 
for fi sh survey
THE FORESTRY 
Commission and Ness and 
Beauly Fisheries Trust are 
asking for volunteers to take 

rivers.

at Allt Na Callich 

are temporarily stunned, 
measured and counted 
before being returned 
unharmed to the river, 
aims to help to protect and 

To book a place, contact 
Rhuri Watt on 01397 
702184 or email ruari.
watt@forestry.gsi.gov.uk.

3GS was stolen from Glen 
Nevis Camp Site sometime 
between 9.45am and 
10.15am on Saturday July 3.

TWO CHILDREN’S cycles 
were stolen from an address 

William, sometime between 
9pm on July 10 and 2pm on 
July 11. 

One was a girls’ pink 
Reebok bike and the other a 
boys’ red Apollo scrambler.

AN EIGHT-FOOT by four-
foot aluminium framed four 
tyre trailer was stolen from 
the Old Railway Yard area 
of Ballachulish sometime 
between 3.30pm on July 8 
and 7.30am on July 9.

THE LIGHTHOUSE
at Corpach Basin was 
vandalised sometime 

and 7am on July 10.
Anyone with information 

on the above incidents 
should contact Fort William 

01397 702000.

Lochaber artists’ 
work goes on show
ARTWORK by a nine-
strong Lochaber artists’ 
group goes on display in 
an exhibition in the Lime 
Tree An Ealdhain Gallery in 
Fort William, which opens 
tomorrow (Friday).

Ealanta Lochaber will 
premier more than 50 works 
in Fort William before 
going on to exhibitions in 

The artworks will be on 
display until the end of 
August and admission is 
free. The group will also be 
launching its 40-page book 
entitled ‘Ealanta Lochaber’.

CLAIMS and counterclaims 

Lochaber councillors over 
who is working hardest to 
defend the area’s interests. 

The blue touchpaper 
was lit last week when 
Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley and fellow 
administration member 
Brian Murphy accused 
opposition councillors 
of ‘disinformation’ over 
Invernevis House care home 
and Lochaber High School 
upgrades.

The duo argued they 
were busy working up 
refurbishment plans with 

assurances on Lochaber 
High School’s refurbishment 
- albeit scaled-down - and 
controversially contrasted 
their efforts with that 
of non-administration 
councillors who, they 
claimed, ‘were simply 

A FOOTBRIDGE in 
Morvern was re-opened on 
Saturday – ten years after it 
was knocked down.

The bridge over the 
Mungasdale River at 
Drimnin was rebuilt after a 
concerted effort by Drimnin 
Ferry Action Group (DFAG) 
with the help of the local 
community.

Around 30 local people 
were present on Saturday to 
see sisters Bibby MacDonald 
and Catherine Cameron 

Bibby and Catherine were 
born in Drimnin and have 
lived in the area their entire 
lives.

Before cutting the ribbon, 
Bibby gave a short history 
of the bridge and, being one 
of the last remaining Gaelic 
speakers in the area, opened 

WEST Coast interests breathed a 
collective sigh of relief this week 
as the stricken Yeoman Bontrup
began her onward voyage to 
Europe to discharge her fuel and 
undergo repairs.

crippled the ship off Aggregate 
Industries’ Glensanda quarry 
in Morvern, the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency tug Anglian
Sovereign and two support tugs 
towed the 97,000 tonne bulk 
carrier 15 miles to safe anchor off 
Kerrera on Friday afternoon.

The move allowed Salvage 
company Smit, the ship’s owners 
Western Bridge Shipping (WBS) 
Ltd and Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency representatives to meet in 
Oban on Monday to decide which 
European port would handle the 
fuel oil unloading, with Rotterdam 
or Amsterdam likely candidates. 

An ocean-going tug, the Boulder,
has moored nearby ready to take 
the vessel on her onward journey. 

As The Oban Times went to 
press, a departure date and a 
port of desination had yet to be 
agreed.

WBS spokesperson Simon 
Turk said: ‘We are awaiting 

authorities.’ 
Tenders for the ship’s repair 

will be sought from European 
shipyards, he added.

The Secretary of State’s 
Representative for Maritime 
Salvage and Intervention Hugh 
Shaw said exceptionally low tides 
meant the vessel had to be moved 
from Glensanda. ‘If we had not 
got her clear, she could have 
caused herself some damage,’ he 
said.

No leakage of the ship’s 800 
tonnes of fuel was reported. A 
guard ship kept sightseers on 
yachts well away on the crossing 
and a 500-metre exclusion zone 
is currently in force round the 
vessel.

Morvern Community Council 
chairman Iain Thornber 
congratulated all those involved 
in preventing loss of life in the 

since the incident. He added: ‘It’s 
good to hear the quarry is back 
in full production and meeting 
customers’ demands.’ 

An Aggregates Industries 
spokesperson said: ‘The jetty is 
operational and open again.’

A HIGHLAND Council joiner is celebrating 
his retirement after 48 years in the trade. 

Tommy Laggan, who worked for the 
council for 14 years, is wasting no time in 
enjoying his new-found leisure time - he’s 
off to France for a six-week visit to see his 
daughter Carol and grandson Jordan.

last week and he celebrated with friends and 
family at the BA Club on Friday night.

He said: ‘My sister and her husband came 
up, very unexpectedly, and so did my two 
daughters from Inverness. It was a lovely 
evening, I’m very appreciative.’

The fi re-ravaged Yeoman Bontrup off  Oban: heading for Holland.
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Tommy Laggan and his fellow council joiners celebrate his retirement.

Drimnin locals celebrate the Bunavullin Bridge being re-opened. 10_f29bridge01

EXCLUSIVE

RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

the bridge with the words: 
‘Tha sinn cho toiliche an 
drochaid again fhaighinn air 
as arithist’ (‘We are all so 
pleased to have our bridge 
back’).

The sisters then christened 
the bridge with a bottle of 
champagne.

Toast
Drams of whisky were 

passed around and a toast 
was proposed by DFAG 
chairman David Shaw.

Weather forecasts had 
predicated rain for the day, 
but it stayed dry, allowing 
everyone to enjoy a barbecue 
before the opening and 

tea and cake afterwards. A 
crossing has been in place 
at the spot since the 1870s 
and has been destroyed 
on a number of occasions, 
normally by weather. 

A wooden bridge was 
destroyed in 2000 and the 
DFAG decided to rebuild it 
- this time using steel. DFAG 
funded the project, aided by a 
grant of £500 from Highland 
Council.

DFAG secretary Nick 
Norris was one of many local 
people involved in getting 
the bridge re-erected. 

He told The Oban Times:
‘It’s great for us to have this 
bridge open again. So many 
people have worked very 
hard on it. 

‘It was a real community 
effort and it’s really brought 
everyone together.’

Joiner retires after 48 years in trade

Footbridge
re-opens after 
10 years

producing press releases’.
But in a stinging rebuke this 
week, Independent Alliance 
councillor Donald Cameron 
condemned Councillor 
Foxley for attacking ‘the 
very people with whom he 
purports to wish to work’.

He said: ‘It is disrespectful 
of Councillor Foxley to 

councillors have done 
nothing and that all the 
hard work is being done 
by himself and Councillor 
Murphy. 

‘It is also disrespectful to 
the public who will not be 
fooled by his claim.

‘We have become used to 
the claims of single-handed 
achievement - until things go 
wrong that is - and then it is a 

case of ‘I am getting no help 
from my lazy colleagues’.

‘For last few weeks 
we have listened to the 
concerns of those employed 
in education and the care 
services and to the users 
of those services. We have 
attended meetings and public 
marches and spoken out in 
council meetings on behalf 
of Lochaber High School 
and Invernevis House. 

‘Behind the scenes we 

the chairs of the committees 
with direct responsibility for 
education and residential 
care.

‘With regard to the 
High School how do they 
justify their administration 
earmarking £70m for two 
schools in Inverness and 
Wick whilst being reduced 
to siphoning off monies 
from an assortment of 
budgets to complete an 

inferior refurbishment of 
Lochaber High School than 
was planned?’

Lochaber Councillor Bren 

‘There were 800 kids at 
Lochaber High School who 
went off on their summer 
break with not a clue about 
whether their school will be 

Speaking on holiday 
from Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Councillor Foxley suggested 

Highland Council diminished 
after the local Independent 
members resigned from the 
ruling group – and asked 
Councillor Cameron to 
reconsider.

He said: ‘Donald’s 
voice will be ten times 
more effective within the 
administration than outside 
it. I have tried very hard to 
persuade him about that 
before he left.’

 by 
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Stinging rebuke as war 
of words continues

Stricken
ship leaves       
quarry

Barra man Duncan 
MacNeil: new Glasgow 
post.

Rod Stewart kicks 
off  in Inverness
MORE than 19,000 fans 
will descend on Inverness 
Caley Thistle’s Tulloch 
Caledonian Stadium in 
Inverness on Saturday to 
hear Rod Stewart in concert.

D & E Coaches will run 
buses between the city 
centre and the stadium and 
police are urging drivers 

the city centre and walk 
to the ground. A one-way 
system will be in place from 
Longman Road roundabout 
towards the stadium and 
Stadium Road will be 

from the city centre. ICT 
commercial manager Darren 
Mackintosh said: ‘It is a 
great boost for the club to 

performing here.’

Barra man appointed new 
An Lòchran manager

Business as usual as jetty is cleared 

Celtic Festival 
underway 
THE 15th Hebridean Celtic 
Festival got up and running 
in Stornoway yesterday as 
some of the biggest names 
in Celtic music headed to 
Lewis.

Artists appearing at the 
festival, which runs until 
Saturday, include Runrig, 
Breabach, North Uist folk 
singer Julie Fowlis and 

CATHOLIC parents in 
Lochaber are objecting 
to proposals to combine 
Lochyside and Fort William 
RC primaries on the same 
campus as a new Caol 
primary, it has emerged.

And Bishop of Argyll 
and the Isles, the Right 
Reverend Joseph Toal has 
lodged his opposition to 
the £12million plan, part of 
Highland Council’s shake 
up of primary schooling in 
Greater Fort William.

Council also vehemently 
opposes the idea and, along 
with Bishop Toal, wants 
an amalgamation of both 
Catholic school on the 
Lochyside site.

Their views were among 
hundreds submitted 

in a Highland Council 
consultation on streamlining 
its school estate in Lochaber, 
Skye and Wester Ross.

The responses went on 
public display yesterday for 
three weeks and are available 
for viewing on the council’s 
website.

Comments on the suggested 
amalgamation of Fort 

School, and the proposed 
closure of mothballed schools 

Education Culture and Sport 
Committee will consider the 
responses at its August 5 
meeting in Inverness.

Catholic parents in Lochaber 
object to school merger plans
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SIX OF THE BEST The 

SECRET LIFE OF SQUIRRELS A WARTIME
LOVE STORY
THE GLORY OF ALLADALE WHO OWNS THE SEA SHORE?

PERTH 
CELEBRATES

Plus

MARTIN WISHART THE STAR MAN

25Fabulous 
PAGE SPECIAL

WINA LUXURY LUVIANS 
FOOD & DRINK 

HAMPER 
WORTH OVER £500

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
PERTH PLANS A 
HAPPY 800TH 
BIRTHDAY It’s 
going to be 
a summer 
of centenary 
celebrations
WITHIN THE 
WALLS AT 
AUCHLEEKS
A Perthshire 
walled garden 
in its summer 
glory
LOVE IN A 
TIME OF WAR 
Poignant letters from a 
husband, 70 years after 
St Valery
CALL OF THE WILD A stay in 
Alladale
TOP OF THE CLASS Master chef demos 
and dining at Braehead Cook School

WIN...
WIN: Win a Cherrybank smile

DISCUSS...
GO TO OUR FORUMS: Share views, rate 
whiskies or restaurants, or submit book 
reviews at www.scottishfield.co.uk

A LUXURY 
LUVIANS FOOD & 
DRINK HAMPER 
WORTH OVER £500
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web guide 
to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits per year.

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th  090 6612 4520

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd  090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd  090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st  090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

Local
Producers
Markets

Thursday 15th July
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Every Sunday >  Quiz Night
Markie Dans

Friday 16 July > Live music with  Emerald Country
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 16 July > The Chunks
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm - 1am

Saturday 17 July > Live music with  The Zodicas
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 23 July > Live music with Scott
Markie Dans Macdonald @ 9.30pm

Friday 23 July > Crooked Reel
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Saturday 24 July > Live music with
Markie Dans Torridon @ 9.30pm

24 - 25 July > Tiree Music Festival
An Talla Car Park, Tiree www.tireemusicfestival.co.uk

Monday 2nd August > Skerryvore
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Wednesday 25th August > Blazin Fiddles
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Thursday 26th August > Gunna Sound
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Don’t Miss a Night Of Top Class 
Entertainment Featuring

Irish Country Queen
PHILOMENA BEGLEY 

with BW BAND
In BA Club, Fort William on Fri 30th July

Doors Open 8.00pm Admission £10
TICKETS NOW ON SALE 

From BA Club Or Tel 01463 221268
**Book Early To Avoid Disappointment**

Gaelic Conversation Classes
at all levels in Church of Scotland Centre,

Glencruitten Road, 
on Saturday the 7th August, 

further details and application form 
can be got from www.cli.org.uk 

or phoning Seonag on 01463226710.

Tel 01631 566664

George St Fish and Chip Shop are proud to sponsor

Argyll Animal Aid 
Tel 01631 566406Mr Chips

STRAWBERRIES
Pick your own strawberries, raspberries, 

blackcurrants, redcurrants, gooseberries, peas
EAST YONDERTON FARM

INCHINNAN PA4 9LP • Telephone orders 0141 889 3492
Fields open Saturday and Sunday, 9a.m. - 5p.m.

Monday until Friday 10a.m. - 8p.m.
From junction 29 on M8 take A726 to Inchinnan (beside Glasgow Airport)

WE GROW THE BEST, YOU PICK THE BEST!

TAI CHI on top of Dunadd Fort, an evening sail to Eilean 
Mor and a beaver safari are just some of the events planned 
to mark Discover Dalriada 2010.

A festival fortnight, Discover Dalriada begins on Saturday 
(July 17) and runs until Sunday August 1.

Taking the format of three blocks of events, the festival 
starts with the history week from July 17-22.

Participants can enjoy outdoor art workshops around 
Achnabreac and Carnasserie Castle, archaeology activities 
at Kilmartin House Museum and evening talks from local 
author Marian Pallister.

From July 24-30 the festival takes the form of a nature 
week with events including kite decorating, a day in the life 

John Aitchison and photographing life in the woods with 
Loch Awe-based photographer, Phillip Price.

Saturday July 24 also marks one of the larger events in 
the festival’s calendar, with the Discover Dalriada Footsteps 
Festival.

Friday July 30 until Sunday August 1. During that time 

Dalriada Treasure Trail.
On Sunday August 1 crowds are expected to gather for the 

Dalriada Dragon Boat Challenge.
Tracey Peedle from the Dalriada Project said: ‘We have 

created the programme to provide unique opportunities for 
people to enjoy our fantastic landscape and heritage and 
there really is something for everyone.’

FIREFIGHTERS from Oban 
are asking ‘What makes you 
so special?’ as they launch a 
campaign to raise the number 
of people signing up to the 
Bone Marrow Register, from 
Argyll, on August 21.

Fun Day
And as an extra incentive the 

men have pulled out all the 
stops and organised a fun day 
for all the family as they ask 
people to sign up to save a life.

Crew commander Ian 

Sweeney will certainly have 
their work cut out to meet their 
target of recruiting 100 people 
onto the crucial life-saving 
register. 

Ian said: ‘Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue chose to support the 
Anthony Nolan Trust because 
of the charities commitment 
to saving lives. A number of 

in running a recruitment clinic 

questionnaire and donating a 
saliva sample. It is a quick, 
simple and easy process that 

healthy between the ages of 18 
and 40 can sign up. 

‘If matched, to one of the 
many thousands of people 
in Scotland and beyond who 
are waiting for a donor, they 
may be able to save a life by 
donating bone marrow.

day but you don’t have to be 

could become a lifesaver simply 
by becoming a bone marrow 
donor through our recruitment 
clinic in Oban.’

John added: ‘The recruitment 
day, from 11 am to 4 pm, will 
be an opportunity for anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 
40 to come along for more 
information. And from 1pm 
there will be a great fun day in 

for all the family. In the evening 

there will be a fundraising dance 
with all money raised going to 
the Anthony Nolan Trust.

‘It may be a tall order but, we 
are hoping to recruit more than 
100 people, as we know people 
from Oban, Lorn and the isles 
have it in them to save a life.’

A spokeswoman for The 
Anthony Nolan Trust said: ‘If 
you are considering joining the 
Anthony Nolan Register, on 
behalf of thousands of patients 
hoping for a donor, thank you.

‘Every 21 minutes someone 
in the UK is diagnosed with 
leukaemia or a related illness 
and for some patients a bone 
marrow transplant is the only 
cure. There are currently over 
400,000 people on the register 
but it’s simply not enough, and 
there is also an urgent need for 
those from ethnic backgrounds 
to join the bone marrow 
register. 

Sally Stevens, head of donor 
recruitment at The Anthony 

Nolan Trust, added: ‘We are 
extremely grateful to Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue for entering 

service is highly respected by 
all the communities it serves 
and it will play a pivotal role in 
helping us recruit donors.

‘At any one time, there are 
approximately 16,000 patients 
throughout the world who are 

marrow donor. This means there 
is always an urgent need to 
recruit more donors to increase 
their chance of receiving a 
transplant.

‘Since our launch in 1974 
The Anthony Nolan Trust has 
succeeded in giving the chance 
of life to over 7,000 patients. 
Perhaps someone from Argyll 
will be a match to save another 
life.’

For more details and for 
tickets to the fundraising dance 
contact anthonynolan.oban@

TIREE BAND Trail West will be 
travelling in style to their gigs this 
summer thanks to island-based 
MacLennan Motors.

Catriona MacLennan handed over 
the keys of the new minibus to the 

Grateful
Andrew Findlater, the band’s 

drummer, said:  ‘We are travelling a 
lot this summer with appearances in 
Ullapool, Tiree Music Festival next 
week and Barra Music Festival the 
week after that.  The new bus will 
certainly be a lot more comfortable 

and reliable than our old van.’
He added:  ‘We are very grateful 

to Catriona and MacLennan Motors 
for their generosity.’

Catriona said:  ‘They boys are 
doing really well and we are happy 
to help them on their way.  They 
boys went to school with my 
children; I have watched them grow 
up.  Donating the van seemed an 
obvious way of supporting them.’

Andrew Findlater, Ian Smith, 
Colin MacKinnon, John Campbell 
and Alain Campbell, aged 17 to 24, 
formed the band 18 months ago.

for Anthony Nolan Trust

Fortnight of treats 
planned at Dalriada

Catriona MacLennan hands over the keys of the minibus to the 
Trail West boys. 08_t29band01

Trail West take to the road in style

THE VIRTUOSO Scottish 
Chamber Orchestra Wind 
and Brass ensemble makes 
a welcome return to Àrainn 
Shuaineirt in Strontian on 
Friday July 23, and the 
Aros Hall in Tobermory 
on Saturday July 24, with 
a lighted hearted musical 
programme featuring works 
by Beethoven, Mendelssohn 
and Weber.

2004 that the Orchestra has 
performed in Strontian, and 
it was in 2003 when the 
musicians last performed in 
Tobermory.

The Orchestra’s summer 
touring across the Highlands 
and Islands is now in its 
32nd year and dividing into 

smaller ensembles allows the 
Orchestra to bring music to 
as many local communities 
as possible.

The concerts feature 
two overtures by the great 
opera composer Carl Maria 
Friedrich von Weber, 
opening with that from 
Euryanthe and followed by 
the Der Freischütz overture.  
Both have been specially 
arranged for wind ensemble 
as they are more commonly 
heard performed by a full 
orchestra.

The programme also 
includes Haydn’s London 
Trio No 1 in C, written in the 
late 18th century during the 
composer’s successful visit 
to the city. Mendelssohn’s 

Notturno, Beethoven’s 
Rondino and Françaix’s 
lyrical 7 Dances from Les 
Malheurs de Sophie will 
also be performed.

This concert is part of the 

tour of the summer, which 
also visits Boat of Garten 
Community Hall on 
Thursday July 22.

SCO managing director 
Roy McEwan said: ‘We are 
very pleased to be bringing 
this delightful programme 
of music to Strontian and 
Tobermory. Dividing the 
orchestra in this way allows 
us to bring performances 
of lovely music to as wide 
a range of venues and 
audiences as possible.’

SCO Wind and Brass brings music to 
Strontian and Tobermory

Homecoming weekend gets underway 
next Friday.

Visitors to the Skye village will enjoy 
a variety of events, including ceildhs, 
football games, a sheep shearing 
competition and an exhibition by the 
Portree Archive centre.

On Friday afternoon Professor Norman 
MacDonald, from Drynoch, will talk on 
the life of Professor Magnus Maclean, 

the BBC, John Reith, and the inventor of 
television, John Logie Baird. 

The weekend will be rounded off with a 
ceilidh in the Glendale Hall on Saturday 
evening, featuring the Ardmore ceilidh 
band.

For the full programme, go to www.
theglendaletrust.org.

Glendale Trust host 

weekend

Discover Dalriada 2010

17 July - 1 August

17-18 July Try Tai Chi on Dunadd Fort

18 July Stone, Willow & Art Workshops

19-21 July Evening History Talks

24 July Discover Dunadd Footsteps Festival

24-31 July Nature and Art events - beaver & 

1 August Crinan Canal Water Festival

Plus over 20 other events.  Details from
www.dalriadaproject.org  Tel 01546 602304

Info-dalriadaproject@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

OBAN CONCERN FOR PALESTINE
Stories from the Olive Trees

Jan Sutch Pickard
Peace monitor, storyteller and poet

Tuesday 20 July at 7.30pm
St. John’s Cathedral Hall, The Esplanade Oban

Information from Graeme Pagan 01631 563737 
neaveton@tiscali.co.uk

KILMORE PUBLIC HALL
RESTORATION FUND

Car Boot Sale in Hall Car park

Saturday 17th July 
12noon till 4pm

£5 per car

Cake and candy, 
teas etc in hall.

To book a space call 
01631 564177

Join us for

THE BIG LUNCH
B B Q

Sunday 18th July
Oban Community Sensory 

Garden
Corran Esplanade, Oban

1pm – 2.30pm
All welcome

Burger £1, Salad Bowl £1
Juice Free

Fun for all the family.

what’son
July > Fruit Picking
East Yonderton Farm, Inchinnan

Thursday 15 July > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

17 July - 1 August > Discover Dalriada 
Tel: 01546 602304 Various Events

Friday 30 July > Philomena Begley 
BA Club, Fort William

Saturday 7 August > Gaelic conversation classes 
Church of Scotland Centre, Glencruitten Road, Oban

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
CRUACHAN  BRANCH

 SUMMER  
CEILIDH

Thursday 15 July
8pm

Hall
Admission £3: Members 
& Children (5-16 yrs) £2

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details



THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

YOUR LETTERSPRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the biggest local 
newspaper in the West Highlands.

error of fact on our pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S
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Going ‘home’ for 
summer
IT’S THE holiday season 
again, that time of year 
which brings back many 
memories of the two 
months spent each year 
away from the dirt and 
smoke of the big city.  

Let’s remind ourselves 
of what it was like 
for many youngsters 
privileged to be the 
offspring of parents from 
a Highland and, as in my 
case, Gaelic background.  

There was no debate 
about holiday destinations 
as there may have been 
for school pals where a 
decision would have to be 
taken as to which ‘doon 
the watter’ location would 
be visited for two weeks. 
For us the excitement 
started long before the day 
of departure which was 

of the school holidays. 
A hamper had to be 

packed and secured, with 
the seamanship skills 
acquired by fathers in pre 
marriage times, and then 
sent on ahead by separate 
carriage. On the day, 
after a few hours in bed 
where sleep was well nigh 
impossible because of the 
excitement and fear that 
we might miss the train, a 
taxi arrived to take us to 
Queen Street Station. I am 
not sure why but it was 
no ordinary taxi and was 
in fact a large private car 
of the type we see only 
at funerals and weddings 
nowadays.  Luxury 
indeed!

On that busy morning 
two trains left for Mallaig, 

we always travelled on, 
leaving just after 5am 
and the other about one 
hour later. It is only in 
later life when one’s 
circle of acquaintances 
is widened that you fully 
appreciate just how many 
families left the city on 
that morning.  It seems 
everyone was there! 
Queen Street Station must 
have been mayhem, with 
the hissing noise of steam 
engines and the sheer 
number of people for 
family size was bigger in 
those days.

Usually seats 
were reserved, with 
compartments being 
occupied by individual 
families, and then the 
train would head off with 

Crianlarich.  At this stage 
most of the adult males 
disembarked to visit the 
tearoom, taking what 
appeared to us youngsters 
such an unbelievably long 
time that they may have 
risked being left behind. 

Well, how were we 
supposed to know that this 
was where the locomotive 

power the steam engine 
and that, in fact, quite a 
long stop was part of the 
schedule.

opportunity to eat and 
there would be many 
more, from the carefully 
prepared picnic, as the 
train made its way north 
with locomotives at the 
front and rear because 
of the huge number of 
carriages. Later in the 
journey we would marvel 
at the sheer length of the 
train as it crossed the 

we could see the rear in 
the distance.

Towards midday Mallaig 
would be reached and 
then there would be a rush 
to the steamer. For those 
of us going to Lewis it 
was the Loch Seaforth, 
so that a seat could be 
acquired mainly for the 
adults. Youngsters did not 
sit but were glad of the 
freedom to move about 
and socialise with others 
of the same age after so 
many hours on the train.

After a wait for the 
second train to arrive it 
was time to head for Kyle 
of Lochalsh.

This was the only major 
scheduled stop but there 
was the exciting transfer 
of some passengers to a 
small boat which would 
take them to Applecross, 
at that time not connected 
by road.

The arrival of the Loch 
Seaforth in Stornoway 
was a major island event 
with the pier crowded 
with people awaiting the 
arrival of their relatives. 
In fact it was so crowded 
that it had to be cordoned 
off to allow the passengers 
to disembark. Thirteen or 
fourteen hours had passed 
since leaving Glasgow 
and for many the journey 
was still not over as they 
tried to identify which of 
the many buses lined up 
was the one they would 
need to take them on the 

home. Quite a day and 
such excitement, at 
least for the youngsters, 
although I am sure for the 
adults it must have been 
quite an ordeal.  And we 

but all we do is pack a car 
and set off whenever it 
suits!

I can obviously only 
describe the journey to 
Lewis but I am sure it 
must have been very 
similar for those travelling 
to other islands and they 
would be just as happy 
to be among their own 
friends and relations. 
Two months, yes that is 
how long school holidays 
were back then, and 
what would we get up 
to?  Perhaps we can have 
a look back at that next 

week.

Kenneth Ross
READERS will be 
saddened to learn that 
Kenneth Ross, Mod Gold 
Medallist in 1964, passed 
away very suddenly in 
Germany where he had 
been based for many 
years.

Annie Margaret 
MacDonald
A PACKED Partick 
Downvale Free Church 
for her funeral service, 
prior to interment in 
Lewis, was testimony 
to the high regard with 
which Annie Margaret, 
nee MacKenzie, was 
held by so many, from all 
walks of life, whose lives 
she touched.

Of Lewis parents, and 
one whose life was very 

holiday exodus mentioned 
above, Annie Margaret 
spent her life working as 
a primary school teacher 
in the Clydebank area 
and combined her love 
of working with young 
people within the church 
Sunday School. Our 
sympathies are extended 
to her daughter Donna and 
to her brothers and sisters 
at this very sad time.

Live at the Star
THIS evening at the Star 
will be a charity event 
in aid of the Brittania 
Panoptican Music Hall on 
the Trongate, the oldest 
music hall in the UK but 
closed since 1938 when 
the popularity of cinema 
attendance was at its peak.  

Money raised will 
be used by the trust to 
maintain the building. On 
the night a variety of folk 
artistes will perform and 
there will be music hall 
style entertainment. 

Diary dates
Thursday July 15: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, see 
above.
Friday July 16: Tolbooth, 
Stirling, Summer 
Sessions, 7-10pm. 
Thursday July 22: Live 
at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, 
Landermason.
Saturday July 24:
Tolbooth, Stirling, 
Summer Sessions, 7-
10pm.

Pub scene
ON FRIDAY in the Islay 
Inn it will be the Exiles 
with the Ewan Henderson 
Band on Saturday while 
in the Park Bar it will 
be the Monach Isles , 
Willie Cameron/ Martin 
Pottinger  and the Burns 
Brothers on respective 
evenings.
Neil Murray. 
Tel: 0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

GLASGOW LETTER Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

This week’s fl ashback photo came from the fi les of The Oban Times and shows the once common sight 
of the fi shing fl eet unloading herring at Oban’s Railway Pier. We would like readers to send in fl ashback 
photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 
Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Unloading herring at Oban’s Railway Pier 

Sir,
In the recent correspondence 
about Oban airport, it was 
stated that the Scottish 
Ambulance Service was 
happy to use helicopters 

for medical evacuations [to 
Glasgow hospitals].

Time is of the essence during 
medevacs and helicopters 
are relatively slow. When 
working in some remote 
parts of the world, the lives 
of some of my colleagues 
and their families were 
saved because we had access 

medevacs to hospital.
Surely the same logic 

applies to Oban and similar 
airports. Maybe the Scottish 
Ambulance Service can 
explain their logic in opting 
for the slower and potentially 
life threatening alternative.
I MacGregor,
Strathlachlan

Use of helicopters 
for medical 
evacuations

Spending required 
on Argyll and Bute 
roads
Sir, 
It is a relief that Alex 
Salmond has at last admitted 
that independence is no 
longer the ‘centre of gravity’ 
in Scotland. But why then is 
he still insisting that he will 
still go ahead with a costly 
and irrelevant referendum 
on independence. 

We hope that the UK is safe 
for the time being but we are 
about to be faced by a wave 
of cuts to public spending 
caused by the policies of the 
last UK Labour Government. 
Every penny of the Scottish 
budget should be used on 
key public services and 
alleviating hardship caused 
by spending cuts rather 
than be used to tinker with 

the empty pipe dreams of 
Mr Salmond and a few other 
individuals.

A study earlier this year 
revealed Argyll and Bute’s 
roads were in the worst 
condition in Scotland and 
another ranks the A819 
between Dalmally and 
Inveraray as the most 
dangerous main road in 
Scotland. The haulage 
associated with Argyll’s 
primary industries of farming 
and forestry takes its toll on 
our roads and this needs to 
be taken into account by the 
Scottish Government; one 
fully loaded timber truck 
has the same wear and tear 
effect on our roads as tens 
of thousands of cars. I will 
continue to put pressure on 
government at all levels to 
ensure Argyll’s transport 
infrastructure sees the 
improvements which are so 
badly required.
Jamie McGrigor MSP

Bridge to Mull
Sir
The idea of building a 
‘bridge’ to Mull is not new 
(Oban Times, June 24). 

According to ancient 
Morvern folklore a witch, 
or a ‘Cailleach’ as they 
were known in these days, 
attempted to build a bridge 
across the Sound of Mull. 

She gathered a creelful of 
stones among the Morvern 
hills and walked down with 
them towards Rhemore but
before she reached her 

destination the creel roped 
snapped, the stones fell out 
and the result is the huge cairn 
above the Killundine River 
known as ‘Carnacallich’.

A song composed by 
Donald Beaton, Tobermory, 
about 1815 or 1820, relates 
the event:-
An aithne dhuibh Carn-na 
Cailich
Air an leacainn ghlais ud thall,
’S mise chruinnich aid le cliabh
A’ h-uile spitheag riamh a 
th’ann
Drochaid a chuir air Caol 
Muile,
’S bha i fursad a chuir ann
’Smar briseadh an iris 
mhuineal
Bha i nis gun teagamh ann.
(Do you know Carn na Cailich
On the grey face over there
‘Twas me who gathered it with 
creel
Every splinter it contains
A bridge to put across Caol 
Muile
It was easy to put there
And if the creel rope had not 
snapped
It would surely have been 
there.)

So much for the tale. The 
heap of stones is a four- 
thousand-year-old Bronze 
Age burial cairn into which 
several later burials have 
been inserted.
Iain Thornber, 
Knock House, Morvern

Wind of change 
blows towards 
Tiree
Sir,
Change comes to us all, 
wherever we live (your 
report June 24). 

Tiree is facing virtually 
unprecedented change and 
should the massive proposed 
wind farm be built just off 
our shores we, our children 
and our grandchildren 
will have to live with the 
consequences. We called the 
public meeting last month 
to give our community the 
chance to hear about just how 
big the impacts might be, and 
we were pleased to welcome 
a number of off-islanders to 
that meeting too, all of whom 
made useful contributions to 
the discussion.

The key to our future came 
when one resident asked the 
developers if local objection 
could stop the project going 
ahead and we were told that 
no, it probably couldn’t. For 
us this makes it clear: our 

best interests of the current 
and future community of 
Tiree. We have to ensure that 
if the development does go 

as possible from it, while 
also minimising the negative 
impacts. A local crofter 
pointed out at the meeting 
that the communities of 
Shetland did not set their 
faces against the inevitable 
construction of oil terminals 
at Sullum Voe; rather, they 
purposefully and deliberately 
entered into negotiations 
with the developers to 
ensure that community 
interests were met. They 
drove a hard bargain, and 
as a consequence have done 
well. We intend to do the 
same.

We understand that holiday-
makers, some of whom have 
been coming to Tiree for 
years, generations even, will 
be aghast at the proposed 
scale of the development. We 
are, too. We also know that 
many holiday-makers come 
here year after year because 
they love the community of 
Tiree as much as the physical 
and natural environment. We 

ask that they now support us 
in determining for ourselves 
what our interests are, and 
that they support us in 

In fact, we ask everyone 
who cares about us to do the 
same: we need your support.

For us now, the fact that 
this is going to be a wind 
farm is almost irrelevant. 
For us what matters is that it 
is going to be very big and 
reach every part of what 
we do and who we are. 
This could be good: new 
jobs, housing, better roads 
and harbours, more young 
people staying on the island, 
more islanders returning, 
more choices. 

It could also be bad: 
noise, pollution, crime, 
disturbance, visual impacts, 
loss of biodiversity and a 
loss of the Tiree way of 
doing things, including our 

tourism sectors. 
It seems from the response 

to your article and others in 
the press recently that many 
people are worried on our 
behalf, and we thank them 
for that. The best way for 
people to help us through this 

instance, go to our website 
(www.tireetrust.org.uk) for 
general information and 
feel free to contact us with 
messages of support. We now 
have to get through several 
years of hard bargaining 
with the developers and the 
Scottish Government, and 
knowing that lots of ordinary 
people, people just like us, 
are supporting us will help 
enormously.
The Board of the Tiree 
Community Development 
Trust, Tiree

Sir
I was interested to read in a 
recent edition of The Oban 
Times of  Skye Sculpture 
Group’s plan to erect a bronze 
sculpture to commemorate 
the achievements of Sconser 
man John Mackenzie 
and climbing companion 
Norman Collie.

The website mentions some 
of the better known climbers 
from the 1800’s.  There is 
one climber that may not 
be so well known but was 

Cuillin range.
On July 7 1836 Duncan 

Macintyre, deer forester 
(gamekeeper) to Lord 
MacDonald, led Professor 
James Forbes (Professor 
of Natural Philosophy, 
Glasgow University) for 

Gillean.
The route they took is now 

known as the tourist route.
The previous year Duncan 

acted as guide to the Rev 
C Lesingham Smith.  They 
made their way over Druim 
Hain ridge whilst returning 
from Loch Coruisk to 
Sligachan. Although Duncan 
lived most of his life in 
Skye he was born in 1789 in 
Luing, Argyll.  

The family moved from 
Balvicar to Skye at the end 
of the century for Duncan’s 
father Padraig to take up the 
position of head deer forester 
to Lord MacDonald.

Padraig hailed from 
Glenorchy and was related 
to Duncan Ban MacIntyre 
the Gaelic bard.
Kate Cumming,
Oban

Cuillin range 
pioneer

The inevitable 
outcome
NONE of the newspapers I 
saw last Saturday morning 
recorded the inevitable 
outcome of the crazed 
activities of Raoul Moat, 
a newly released prisoner, 
who had terrorised the 
Northumberland town of 
Rothbury for almost a week 
before shooting himself 

by the local constabulary 
and half of England’s 

The whole exercise 
is reputed to have cost 
between £2 - £3 million. 

radio news bulletin I heard 
seven days previously there 
had been a distinct change 
in emphasis from those of 
‘the net is closing in’ style 
of the day before.

It was the fault of the 
police that Moat had 
shot himself instead of 
risking being shot by him 
or stunned by taser guns. 
The automatic referral of 
the incident to the Police 
Complaints Commission 
was built up to be 
something sinister instead 
of being routine. Suddenly, 
the whole emphasis of 
this terrifying event had 
been changed  from: ‘get 
this maniac locked up and 
the country protected’ to 
‘he was forced to shoot 
himself.’ And, to divert 
attention from the fact that 
the law-abiding citizens 
of Rothbury could and 
no doubt did sleep easier 
knowing that an admitted 
murderer – he shot one 
man dead, seriously 
injured his ex-girlfriend 
and a policeman as well 
as threatening eventually 
to shoot anyone who got 
in his way, intentionally or 
otherwise. By so doing he 
had forfeited the right to 
the protection of the law. 

We pride ourselves on our 
normally unarmed police 
and I strongly support 
that such continues but 
there are circumstances 

be armed and this is right 

on tazers – or ‘stun’ guns 
– is ongoing but in this 
instance their use was 

were faced with a severely 
disturbed man, armed with 
a sawn-off shotgun, who 
could kill at any moment 
- probably himself but 
possibly anyone at whom 
he could take aim. If he 
could have  been taken alive 
so much the better. That he 
decided his own fate may 
be rough justice but only 
the classical end to what he 
himself had dictated.

What’s the hurry?
PRIME MINISTER David 
Cameron did himself 
enormous credit when he 
visited Scotland’s First 
Minister Alex Salmond 

and even more by talking 
about ‘the respect agenda’. 

What a pity he didn’t 
suggest to his deputy, Nick 
Clegg, that he follow that 
example.

What on earth is the 
unseemly haste to have 
this referendum on 
changes to the voting 
system and population-
equalised parliamentary 
constituencies? Or, is Mr 
Clegg not convinced that 

this government is  one for 
the length of a  parliament.

It is trite and absurd for 
Michael Moore, the current 
Scottish Secretary of State, 
to suffer publicly from 
selective amnesia as far as 
the last Scottish government 
and local government 
elections being held on the 
same day and the chaos 
that ensued. A subsequent 
Committee of Inquiry 
found that the electorate 
had not understood the 
ballot papers and that more 
than 100,000 votes had to 
be rejected. The outcome 
was that the two elections 
are now to be separate and, 
quite rightly, too. Just why 
Mr Clegg wishes to impose 
the Alternative Vote system 
on an uncomprehending 
public I do not understand. 
Had he propounded the 
system by which the 
Scottish Parliament is 
elected, I would applaude 
but to try to introduce yet 
another form is just asking 
for trouble.

It’s not very often I support 
Alex Salmond publicly but 
over these matters  I think 
he is absolutely correct. 

It may have been a long-
held dream of Mr Clegg to 
have the House of Commons 
elected by a more equitable 
form of ballot but it can be 
held over for two to three 
years – it so happens that 
there is a year when there 
isn’t an election and he 
can have the undivided  
attention of the electorate. 
In any case, I’m not sure 
that I’m happy with the 
idea of all constituencies 
having an equal number 
of electors. Inevitably, 
rural constituencies are 
those that will suffer most 
unless sheep are to be 
given a vote! Are there to 
be special exceptions, such 
as the Western Isles?

What of the 
Scottish Tories?
THE navel-searching 
of the Scottish Tories 
continues apace with the 
Council of the Ancient and 
Modern - they accepted 
my suggestion of adding 
the relatively young: Lord 
Forsyth of Drumlean 
(he’s 55 and preparing 
to do some very serious 
mountaineering) to the 
well past three score and 
ten gents meeting with no 
great urgency. 

Truth to tell they want to 

of David Cameron and 
his gang of young Turks 
who don’t venerate Mrs 
Thatcher and thrust her 
too-right-wing policies 
down the nation’s throat. 

Historian and journalist: 
David Torrance – still on 
the right-side of 40 – in a 
very percipient essay on 
the Scottish Tories’ 
problems advocates similar 
measures and support for 
the SNP policy of ‘full 

In other words, a radical, 
slightly right-of-centre 
party which will appeal 
to the younger elector and 
the radical streak of the 
thinking Scot.

EARLY indications suggest that the west coast’s tourist trade 
is failing to live up to expectations, with accommodation 
providers claiming bookings are steady but passing trade 
has declined compared to previous years.

Various factors are presented as having affected the season 
so far. Retailers point to football’s World Cup having a 
negative affect on travel as male parents are loathe to leave 

road and rail closures are blamed for diverting potential 
travellers away from the west to alternative destinations; 
while high rural fuel prices are highlighted as a deterrent 
to the casual tourer who would have wandered throughout 
the west.

June’s warm, bright sunshine proved an added bonus 
for camping and caravan sites but had the opposite affect 
on indoor attractions as people spent more time, and less 
money, in the great outdoors.

As the peak holiday period prevails, the west needs to roll 
up its sleeves, try a little harder, and hope to stand still.

Running harder in a bid to stand still
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Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination
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Wallace Optometrists
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Across
7 Automatically gives you the next song 

(6,7)
8 Not on the beach (8)
9 Bark (4)
10 Nation (7)
12 A subsidiary rule (5)
14 Not domesticated (5)
16 Wee one (7)
19 Jam (4)
20 Writer (8)
22 Mind disorder (13)

Down
1 Ill-gotten gains (4)
2 Untie (6)
3 Suspend (7)
4 Rolling circle (5)
5 You won't meet anyone coming from the 

opposite direction here (3-3)
6 Run down (8)
11 No room for two (3-5)
13 Cheap and nasty (7)
15 Where you'd use a roll-on (6)
17 Designed for sleeping at the wrong time? 

(3,3)
18 Under (5)
21 Sheet put up in the wind (4)

Last
Week’s 
Solution

New Gaelic centre plan   
for Skye
A NEW Gaelic media and resource 
centre may be set up on Skye.

The centre has been recommended 
in a feasibility study carried out by 
the Turnbull Jeffrey Partnership of 
Edinburgh.

The purpose of centre, which would 
be called Iomhaigh, would be to prepare 
material on Gaelic and Gaelic related 
themes of a commercial, educational 
and promotional nature.

It would be tasked with providing 
advice to organisations, museums 
and companies of every kind that are 
concerned with the preparation or 
presentation of Gaelic information in 
Scotland. A number of projects and 
areas of business have already been 

a viable proposition.
Scottish Development Agency, the 

Highlands and Islands Development 
Board and Strathclyde Regional 
Council funded the study, which began 
last year. 

Authors of the report recommend that 

should Iomhaigh become a reality it 
should be jointly sponsored by Sabhal 
Mor Ostaig and Comunn na Gaidhlig 
and be located within the grounds of 

will now go before a meeting of a 
steering committee, who will pass it, 
with their comments to Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig and Comunn na Gaidhlig.

Supermarket, shops and 
café plan for Oban station
PLANS FOR a new supermarket, shops, 
café and car park at Oban Railway 
Station were proposed this week by an 
English property company.

A spokesman for the company said 
this week that if planning permission 
was granted and other requirements 
met, work could start at the beginning 
of next year.

Kirkleavington Property of West 

hopes to sell or lease the development 
to other interested parties. 

They have, however, not yet met with 
any prospective occupants.

Development of the area around 

the station has been discussed for a 
considerable time.

British Rail has applied for permission 
to demolish the existing station and 
have already been granted permission 
to build a small replacement alongside 
it.

Kirkleavington’s plans, however, 
involve keeping the existing framework 
of Oban station.

The Secretary of State for Scotland is 
still to make a decision on the future 
of the existing station, which is a listed 
building.

Work on the new build was due to 
start on Thursday.

A spokesperson for Kirkleavington 
said that the company’s intention was 
to provide a British Rail Traveller’s 
Fare next to the new rail station 
building, and to provide a bookstall at 
the front part. The hall behind the front 
is big enough for a supermarket type of 
development, he added.

The Yorkshire-based company has 
been responsible for a number of 
developments in Scotland, having 
built supermarkets on station sites in 
Dumfries and Montrose.

How long have you lived 
on the island?
Since 1974. I was managing 
a farm in Sutherland when I 
was fortunate to be offered 
the tenancy of the Ferry 
Croft by Dunollie Estate.

to Kerrera coincided with a 
severe snowstorm and the 
roads from Bonar Bridge 
to Fort William were either 
blocked or covered with 
a sheet of ice. The lorry 

opportunity offered to him 
and arrived unannounced at 
the ferry landing. 

It was then I became aware 
of the special nature of the 
community that I was about 
to join. Within minutes the 
three farmers on the island 

MyIsland Kerrera
appeared with tractors and 
trailers and set about loading 
my goods and chattels onto 
the ferry, then off again to 
transport them up the hill up 
to the house.
How much has the island 
changed?
A few years after I came onto 
the island the houses became 
connected to the national 
grid.

Up until then we all had 
our own generators. What 
a difference that made to 
everyday living. You had to 
continually be aware of the 
appliances being used and 
never exceed the capacity of 
the generator. 

There has been one change 
that really affected the island 
and that was when the school 
closed. The school was the 
heart of the community.  
We had a lot of fun with 
Hallowe’en parties, carol 
singing at Christmas, school 
sports days but somehow we 
ran out of children.

The major change has 

taken place at the marina at 
the north end of the island.
Is there anyone famous 
from the island?
Not exactly world famous 
but the school produced two 
duxes at Oban High School, 
Gold Medallists at the Mod 
and every child that attended 
the school has made a 
success of their life. 

The infamous side of 
the question was the drug 
smuggling that went through 
the island for a short while.  

It came as a shock one 
beautiful May morning to be 
woken by Police and Custom 

questions about activities of 
a small group of people who 
had recently moved on to the 
island.

Using a yacht chartering 
business as cover they 
imported large amounts of 
cannabis and distributed the 
stuff around Britain. I was 
running the ferry at the time 
and became unwittingly 
involved when they offered 
to stand in for me if I ever 
wanted time off.  

I took full advantage of the 
offer and spent time with 
the family. It was then the 
cannabis was shipped off the 
island.
Do you have a favourite 
place and time of the year 
on the island?
Standing on the hill called 
Barr nan Cadhaig overlooking 
Oitir Mhor looking up Loch 
Linnhe towards the snow 
covered hills of Glencoe 
and Ardnamurchan during 
lambing time.

When things are going 
horribly wrong at lambing, I 
get the problems sorted out 
as best I can then go up the 
hill and settle myself.

What a privilege it is 
to live and work in such 
surroundings.

Oitir Mhor is where the 

cattle from Mull were landed 
during the droving days. 
The stone walled enclosure 
where the cattle spent the 
night before moving on is 
still very obvious.

All this activity took place 
before Oban really came into 
existence.

Kerrera was the main 
route to Mull. Boswell and 
Johnston would have crossed 
the island on their journey 
around Scotland. Barr nam 
Boc was the departure point 
for ferries to Mull. The 
remains of the buildings 
around which must have 
been lodging houses and 
stables are an indication of 
the high level of activity at 
that time. 

A sad story, which may or 
may not be true, concerns a 
family from Mull who had 
moved to Glasgow along 
with thousands of others 
when that great city was 

expanding. The two children 
of the family died and the 
father decided to take them 
back to Mull for burial. The 
sad party reached Barr nam 
Boc but the weather took a 
turn for the worse.

A South Westerly gale 
blew for days so the father 
took his children to the point 
on Kerrera that is nearest 
to Mull and there buried 
his children.  Just there are 
stones that could very well 
be marking the graves.
What are the challenges 
facing the island?
How do the young families 
with children on the island 
or about to move onto the 
island get their children 
educated once they reach 
primary school age?

I don’t know the answer 

young families in question 
will be resourceful and hardy 

SIX MONTHS after the 
earthquake that devastated 
Haiti the chief executive 
of Dalmally-based charity 
Mary’s Meals has returned 
to the stricken island to view 
progress.

Mary’s Meals had been 
running school feeding 
projects on the Caribbean 
island before the earthquake, 
especially in the Port Au 
Prince slum Cite Soleil, and 

on the ground to help those 
affected by the disaster on 

the city.
Many schools, communities 

and organisations in Argyll 
and beyond rallied round 
to raise funds for Mary’s 
Meals which has been used 
to restart the school feeding 
programme.Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow with children in one of the schools at lunch time.

Now the majority of its 
schools in the Cite Soleil 
slum have been re-opened, 
with classes taking place in 
temporary buildings while 
reconstruction takes place. 

Mary’s Meals is also 
reaching those living in 
tent cities, supplying food, 
water, shelter and crucial 
employment.

‘We want to thank the 
people of Scotland for their 
generosity to those facing 
hardship in Haiti,’ said Abeer 
Macintyre, Mary’s Meals’ 
lead fund-raiser. ‘Their 
goodwill helped us in the 
days after the earthquake, and 
now it is helping us to make 
a long term contribution to 
children’s future.’

Magnus MacFarlane-
Barrow, the founder and 
chief executive of Mary’s 

Meals, was in Port-au-Prince 
earlier this month. 

‘Life in Port au Prince 
is very much as it was in 
January,’ he said. ‘It is going 
on almost normally, except 
in the midst of ruins and 
rubble there are clusters of 
tents everywhere - between 
buildings, in the central 
reservations on the roads 
and underneath petrol station 
canopies. It has been raining 
heavily, so in amongst 
the tents there is mud and 
squalor. In some places it is 
incredibly dangerous, with 
bits of masonry hanging 
off and rubble on the 
pavements. People are still 
very frightened - even in 
places where the buildings 
haven’t fallen down, they 
are choosing not to go in.’ 

While Magnus reported 

little evidence of rebuilding 
on a large scale in the 
capital, in the heart of Cite 
Soleil, a giant slum known 
before the earthquake for 
deprivation and lawlessness, 
he met teams of local people 
who were working by hand 
to rebuild their communities 
and the schools where 
Mary’s Meals operates.

‘Our projects in Cite Soleil 
are a hive of activity. At one 
school there was a team of 

mixers. The quake had 
caused protrusions in the 
playground, so the team had 
to hack them away and make 
a smooth new playground. 

‘There are barefoot kids 
everywhere, walking around 
like inspectors, looking at 
everything that is going on.’ 

As well as providing what 

is probably the children’s 
one nutritious meal a day, 
made by local volunteers, 
alongside their education, 
Mary’s Meals has also been 
providing a meal for some 
of Cite Soleil’s elderly 
population, many of whom 
have been left behind when 

after the earthquake.
‘Mary’s Meals is providing 

a daily sit-down meal for 
elderly people in school 
during the week, and take 
home rations at the weekend,’ 
explained Magnus. ‘I joined 
them one day and it was 
something of an occasion 
with singing and dancing.’

Mary’s Meals Haiti 
appeal is ongoing and more 
information can be found at 
www.marysmeals.org or by 
phoning 0800 6981212.

Mary’s Meals keeps on helping the people of Haiti

This week Ned 

Rimmer talks to 

The Oban Times
about the island 

of Kerrera.

An aerial view of Kerrera.

Yachts berthed at Kerrera Marina.

Ned Rimmer at work on Kerrera.

‘What a privilege it is to live and 
work in such surroundings.’
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Cakebread’s
July/August at Cakebread’s Garden Centre we  still  have a tremendous range of plants available, shrubs, trees, 
herbaceous and alpines – with fresh stock coming in all the time.  Also in late July we will have bulbs for Autumn 
planting – daffodils, tulips, crocus etc.
As well as tools, fertilisers and weedkillers,  we have a range of bird care – nuts, seed and feeders.  Also bird tables 
ranging from £24.99 to £49.99.  Telephone 01631 565141

Corachie Clematis Garden 
Centre
Make our garden centre your family destination this summer.  
We have a large children’s play area, a bouncy castle and plenty of space to 
kick a ball, you’re even welcome to bring your own picnic.
Enjoy a coffee & locally made cake, tea & scone or filled roll & soup at our 
new Honeysuckle Takeaway.
If you like buying plants (and who doesn’t?), why not join our Garden Club?
For £10 per year you receive 10% off all plants and 12 free regular size hot 
drinks with members’ evenings planned.
Looking for an unusual gift? Then come along to one of our annual Craft Fairs.  
This year, they are being held on Sunday 29th August and the first 
weekend in December.
Tel/Fax: 01866 822149 Email: gardencentre@corachieclematis.co.uk

BRIDGE OF AWE, TAYNUILT PA35 1HT
TEL/FAX: 01866 822149

OPEN DAILY 9.30am till 6pm

100 varieties of clematis & other climbers
Trees (Ornamental & Fruit)

Herbaceous Perennials (own grown)
Wide range of Shrubs

Roses, Hedging,  Alpines,
Grasses, Herbs, Soft Fruit

CORACHIE
CLEMATIS

GARDEN CENTRE

Scottish grower of quality plants
Come along and see what we have to offer!

Sum
m
er Gardens

C. Hodge Fencing
At Hodge Fencing summer has arrived complete with rampant roses outgrowing their supports, gluts of vegetables in the 
raised beds and a surfeit of strawberries. Summer also brings a stream of fascinating ideas from our customers on how to 
use our products. This year we’ve seen a multitude of designs for pergolas, walkways, raised beds, fences, screens, play 
equipment and piers. We’re also here to help with more mundane problems such as fencing in chickens, pets and children 
and fencing out livestock, predators and deer. We can supply everything from cattlegrids to electric fencing as well as all 
types of timber and wire fencing. In addition to our fencing and decking we have timber suitable for raised beds and quite 
a number of them in our own garden to show you. If you need help with your project we can find you a local contractor. Of 
course, as always, we are also busy supplying fences for farms and forests. We continue to source the best available material 
to ensure our customers get value for their money and the longest possible fence life for the type of material used. You’ll see 
our deliveries on our own landrovers and trailers or on hauliers all over Argyll. Why not give us a call on 01631 563271 to 
discuss your project or to get a quote.

C. Hodge Fencing

Posts, Rails, 
wire, rylock.
Decking & 
Garden fencing.
Gates, handling 
equipment, 
feeders, electric 
fencing.

Please phone 
for a quote.

Tel: 01631 563271

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Twenty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.
Operated excavator plant hire.

1.5 ton to 15 ton
NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408
07979 867870

Coe Contracts Ltd
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping, Groundworks, Plant Hire and General Contracting.
We provide everything you need from the planning stage right through to the 
finish and our aim is to exceed your expectations. We will arrange to meet with 
you and discuss everything. We will survey the site and make recommendations 
for options and alternatives whilst always respecting your wishes. Once we have 
agreed on the requirements we will provide you with a free no-obligation quote.
Call: 01855 811408 or 07979867870

Burnside Joiners & Builders
c/o M.R.C - Barcaldine near Oban - Argyll

Tel/Fax: 01631 720700
Mob: 077191 58777

www.burnside-builders.co.uk    mmckay796@btinternet.com

Fencing

Decking

Renovations

Fitted Kitchen

Summer
Houses

Wooden Cabins

Quality Sheds

Chalets

Houses

Garages

Customers are very 
welcome to call and 
look at the finished 
products.
We will be delighted to 
help you.
Distance no object!
Delivery to the islands 
Prices start from 
£495 plus vat

We also do other joinery work:

• Loft conversions • Chalets • Window Fitters 
• Sheds • Dormer Windows • Dog Kennels • Decking 
• Kit Erectors • Renovations • Kitchen’s • Cabins

Neish Contracts
Neish Contracts is a professional, fully insured and reputable company 
specialising in all aspects of hard and soft landscaping. A large part of our 
business is dedicated to the maintenance and development of small gardens 
right up to large estates and hotels. A large proportion of the gardens we 
have designed and constructed are still being maintained by our staff. We 
are now also set up to supply landscaping products from garden furniture to 
bark chips, top soil, turf and gravel chips. We will deliver or can arrange to 
be uplifted. We will consider all sizes of jobs and you will be dealt with in a 
professional manner.

Highland Industrial Supplies Ltd
Unit 2, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Claggan
Fort William, PH33 6PR
Tel 01397 705159 Fax 01397 700722

MIDGE
MACHINES 

NOW IN STOCK

Highland Industrial Supplies Ltd
Our horticultural department has been helping to landscape the Highlands and Islands for the last 20 years, from spades 
and rakes to loppers and secateurs. Our friendly staff are here to help and advise on our range of top quality products for 
professional landscapers and grow your own enthusiasts alike.
Our new exciting 250 page gardening catalogue has everything you would require for outdoor living all year round, 
including patio heaters, Calor  midge machines, barbeques and garden furniture. Amongst our huge range we can supply 
windbreak and weed control fabric as well as lawn edging from Rainbow Professional.
We are the largest independent supplier of Stewarts lawn turf in Scotland and we supply grass seed from 7m2 patching 
packs to 550m2 amenity bags from British Seed Houses.
We can help in any garden or landscaping job - from seeds to saws, we do it all.
Telephone 01397 705159

R  M Tree Services
R  M Tree Services is a local family business of father Roni involved with 
tree work for 30 years whether commercial harvesting, felling in con-
fined spaces, aerial operations, crown alterations or pruning/shap-
ing/thinning garden trees, and his son Chris who adds his individual 
skills gathered over 8 years.  Work is to a high standard BS3998 and 
completed.  Roni has been creating bespoke sculptures and rus-
tic furniture with his chainsaw for 17 years. Commisions undertaken. 
Tel: 01631 770206  Mobile: 07748414945

Beaver Timber Ltd
Beaver Timber established for over 30 years , Gary together with his wife, Paula took over the company 2 years ago, 
employing two full time and two part time employees including Gary’s son Adam who runs the shed installation side 
of the business.  Together they  have seen a steady rise in sales  doing  bigger projects such as boathouses, small 
chalets, large workshops, while also remaining with sheds, garages, summer houses etc at the heart of the business. 
As well as the newly refurbished show site at Barcaldine, Beaver Timber has a conveniently placed show site at 
Cakebread’s in Oban. 
Beaver Timber also deliver and erect wooden buildings over a large area including the Islands as far down as 
Campbeltown and as far north as Skye.
They offer high quality, low maintenance sectional garden buildings at very competitive prices, ideal for today’s 
climate and will gladly dismantle and remove your old shed, if required.   Bespoke Buildings to suit your individual 
requirements. Beaver Timber supply everything from picnic benches, kennels to stables!
Order your free brochure from 01631 720353 mobile 07861 247 237 www.beavertimber.co.uk or email info@
beavertimber.co.uk

John MacLachlan Group
Whether clearing the garden, landscaping or planning a summer party the John MacLachlan Group can help. 
Our West Highland Gas division has bottled gas for summer barbeques or patio heaters and we also supply, service 
and repair Midgeaters to combat the “auld enemy”. Our showroom at Torran Gorm Industrial Estate in Oban also 
has a range of Calor cookers, gas fittings and welding accessories available.
At Oban Skip Hire we have all sizes of skips from mini skips upwards, which we can deliver direct to your home. Call 
for availability and prices.
For summer events and parties West Coast Loos have a range of portable toilets from standard to luxury units always 
available.
For the bigger projects we also have sand and aggregates, ready mixed concrete, tipper-lorries and 30 to 70 ton 
capacity cranes for hire. 
So whatever the project large or small, please contact us for friendly, helpful advice. 
Contact us on 01631 566370 or e.mail – Kenny@jmaclachlangroup.co.uk
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S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440
04 04 Subaru Impreza WRX STI WR1 PPP............................................. £11,995
03 53 Subaru Impreza WRX 4 door Silver ................................................ £7,495
07 57 Subaru Tribeca 3 litre Auto Grey .................................................. £12,495
08 58 Subaru Forester 2.5 XT Auto Burgundy ....................................... £13,995
06 55 Subaru Outback S Manual One Owner FSH Blue ......................... £9,995
05 05 Subaru Forester 2 litre X Green ...................................................... £8,495
07 57 Lexus RX 350 Limited Edition Auto Blue ...................................... £14,995
07 07 Volvo XC70 DS AWD Estate, One owner FSH.............................. £13,499

06 06 Ford KA Collection, Black ............................................................... £3,695
06 06 BMW 116i SE 5 door Met.Blue ....................................................... £8,995
05 05 Peugeot 307 SW SE Estate 1.6 ...................................................... £3,595

CONVERTIBLES
06 06  Toyota MR2 1.8 VVTi  11,400 miles, Silver .................................... £8,495
05 05  BMW M3 , Blue, grey leather, 27,000 miles ....................................... POA

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
59 Renault Megane Dci 86 5 dr hatchback, ruby red, delivery mileage, 
saving of £3000 .............................................................................£14,350
59 Renault Grand Modus Dci 86 5 dr, ice blue, delivery mileage ........ £13,200 
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 3,500 miles ...............£12,500
59 Renault Clio Dyn 1.2, 5dr, black delivery mileage .....................£11,795
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£15,995
08 Renault Scenic Dyn Dci 106, black, 12,000 miles .....................£11,750
08 Renault Megane Sport Tourer Dyn Dci 130 auto, black, 21,000 miles .... £9,500
08 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, black, 17,500 miles .......................£6,850
07 Renault Megane Dyn Dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£7,995
07 Renault Clio Camus 3dr, black, 16,000 miles ..............................£4,595
06 Renault Megane 1.6 5dr, cherry red, 36,500 miles…….  .............£6,495
06 Renault Kango Expression Dci 86 silver, 59,000 miles .................£5,850
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650
05 Citroen Xsara Picasso LX 1.6, green, 66,000 miles .......................£3,500
54 Renault Modus Dyn 1.4 5 dr, blue, 32,000 miles ........................£4,250
54 Nissan Micra S 1.2, 3dr, blue, 28,000 miles ................................£3,250
04 Ford Ka Style, 3dr, blue, 42,000 miles .........................................£2,650
52 Renault Megane Fidji 1.6, 5dr, green, 71,500 miles .....................£2,695
02 Renault Scenic Auth 1.4, silver, 51,000 miles ..............................£2,495
53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82,500 miles ............................£3,650

COMMERCIALS

Renault Kangoo Vans choice of two

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

£2650

ONLY 21,200 MILES, TAXED 
TILL 30/11 AND MOT 

27/06/2011.ONE OWNER.
HEATED LEATHER SEATS, 

ELECTRIC SUN ROOF, 
EXCELLENT CONDITION.

CONTACT 01631 564176
MOBILE 07831 877696

HONDA CIVIC1.6 SE 
EXECUTIVE 2001

HONDA QUAD BIKE 
FOURTRAX 350FM

£2650 o.n.o.

VGC

Tel: 01681 700558

£2450

New front discs and pads, 
new rear tyres. Service 
history, Taxed & MOT’d. 

Sony 10 disc changer and 
head unit.

Telephone: 
07960079667

03 SEAT LEON 
1.4 S 16V

£6,000

2001, end bedroom, 
double axle, electric 
safari room, full size 

awning, cooker, fridge, 
heater, shower, vanity 
room, front converts to 

full size bed.

Telephone: 
01236 610489 or 

07772 533681

AVONDALE 
LAND-

RANGER
6400

KAWASAKI ER5 
MOTORCYLE

£850 o.n.o.

06 reg TAX + MOT May 2011
Good runner

Tel: 01586 820243

£495

1994 long MOT and 
taxed till October. Approx 
25000 miles, used daily, 
reliable economical bike.

650cc.

Telephone: 
07918889184

APRILIA
PEGASO

WANTED

TOYOTA 
HILUX

4 X 4 OR 
2 WHEEL 
DRIVE,

petrol or diesel, 
any condition, 
top prices paid.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or 

mobile 07885 203020

2

£1800 o.n.o.

RENAULT 
KANGOO

VAN

2001, 1.9diesel, 12 
months MOT, 5 months 

tax, white.

Telephone: 
01631 564620

(after 6pm)

£1700 o.n.o.

2 berth Caravan
Equipped for immediate use 

including full awning.

For further details 
and viewing
Telephone 

01770 (Arran) 
600251

SUPER SPRITE 
ALPINE

£1250 o.n.o.

MOT May 2011
Tax Oct 2010

Nice Condition. Great runner
New everything

Any trial

Telephone: 
07866335435

(Arran)

VAUXHALL FRONTERA 
2.2 DTL LIMITED

£1200 NO OFFERS

Very Good Condition and 
Very reliable.

Genuine reason for sale. 

For more details 
please contact 
07736 175914 

or 01770 (Arran) 
302822

YAMAHA 
YZ125, 2004

Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford dealer for 
new and used sales, service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

59 BMW 320 M Sport Highline Coupe White Only 3,000 Miles, Full Leather, Needs to be seen to be appreciated ..... £24,995

59 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S Frozen White Only 4,000 Miles Side Skirts, A/C, Privacy Glass 1 Owner .................... £11,995

09 Ford Ka Style White 1.2 Only 6,700 Miles, Remote Central Locking, CD Player  ONLY £30 ROAD TAX PER YEAR .£7,995

08 Ford Focus 2.0 Coupe Convertible Blue, Stunning Car, Alloys, CD, Climate Control .......................£10,995

08 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Kelp 5dr New Shape A/C, CD, Alloys, Only 7,000 miles .........................................£8,995

08 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style Panther Black 5dr Remote Central Locking, CD, Only 14,000 miles .....................£6,995

08 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style Tango Red 5dr Central Locking, CD, Only 16,000 miles .......................................£6,995

07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5dr Only 27,000 miles Immaculate Condition .....................................£7,995

07 Ford Ranger 2.5 TDCi Super Cab Thunder Grey, Alloys, Full Leather, Load Liner ...................£10,495+VAT

07 Renault Traffic 2.0 DCi Silver Excellent Condition, Lined, Roof Bars ..............................................£7,995+VAT

07 Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCI Ghia Sea Grey Alloys, Climate Control CD player ..............................................£13,995

07 Ford Fusion 1.4 Zetec Moondust Silver A/C, Alloys, CD, Only 20,000 miles 1 Owner ..............................£6,995

06 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Moondust Silver 5dr A/C, CD,Heated Windscreen ..................................................£5,995

06 Nissan Navara 2.5DCi Aventura Black Double Cab Sat Nav, Full Leather, Climate Control 1 Owner ...£11,495+VAT

05 Ford Fusion 2 Auto Sea Grey A/C, Remote Central Locking Only 33,000 Miles..............................................£4,995

54 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Flame 3dr Black Alloy Wheels, A/C, CD Player, Central Locking .......................................£4,995

54 Ford Ka 1.3 Blue Power Steering, Low Mileage Only Group 2 Insurance .........................................................£3,495

04 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4 Life 5dr Blue A/C, CD Player, Remote Central Locking only 37,000 Miles ..............£4,495

Fiesta
S1600

Full Leather
Unique Paint 
Keyless Start
White Alloys

£14,995

£2750 o.n.o.

V Reg   F.S.H
Taxed and Tested

2 owners from new
Very clean example

Fully loaded automatic.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 600810 

or M 07979416372

MERCEDES E200 
CLASSIC 2000

£2000 o.v.n.o.

(66,000 miles)
12 month MOT and 6 months Tax

Low insurance and low running costs
All usual VW extras plus CD 

interchanger
Call 01852 300020 
or 07747696660

GREEN VW POLO 
2002 1.2 

ROVER 45 TURBO 
DIESEL

£1675 o.n.o.

First reg 25/3/03, 83,000 miles
MOT April 2011, Tax 30 June 2011

Great runner.

Tel: 07979 530405

MITSUBISHI L200 DOUBLE CAB 
TD 4LIFE 4WD 113BHP

£4250 no VAT 

Manual 5 speed, Diesel, Metallic Blue over Silver. 53 plate
Electric Pack, Towbar, Load liner, Ifor Williams canopy, Alloy wheels, Radio/CD, New battery and 

recent service. MOT October, Taxed September. Very reliable

Telephone: 07796590270
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Spacious First Floor Flat, Oban

West Coast property service

Offers over 
£110,000

• 3 Bedrooms

• Gas Central 
Heating

• Double Glazed

• Carpets and curtains 
included in sale

• Home Report 
available

• Centrally situated

Tel: 07867535174

bellingram.co.uk

Tigh air Creag
Dervaig, Isle of Mull

Architect designed modern detached dwelling 
in a desirable village location.  Quietly situated 
on an elevated site with lovely open rural 
and loch views.  Conveniently situated for all 
village amenities and facilities which include 

a hotel/pub/restaurant.  Porch, hall, open 
plan L-shaped lounge/dining area, kitchen, 3 
bedrooms (2 with en suite), family bathroom, 
utility room and boiler room suitable for an airing 
cupboard/storage.  Low emisivity heat retentive 
double glazing.  LPG central heating.  Off 
street parking. Integral garage with insulated, 
electrically operated door. Spacious garden.

Offers in the region of £275,000

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the region of 
£150,000

Closing date - Friday 
30th July at 12 Noon

The Whins, Polvinister Road 
Oban
•  Spacious detached 

bungalow in quiet 
residential location

•  Within walking distance 
of Oban town centre 
and harbour area

•  Maintenance, 
upgrading and 
re-decoration required

•  Hall, Lounge, 
Dining Room, 
Kitchen, Bathroom

•  4 Bedrooms 
(Master En-Suite), 
Lean-to Utility, 
Garden and 
detached garage

17 Balvicar, by Easdale, Argyll, PA34 4TF
This well maintained property situated in a beautiful 
rural location was built around 1860 and modernised 
to a high level later.

• 3 bedrooms (1 en suite)
• Porch/utility room, hall, lounge/dining room, 

• Fully double glazed

• Driveway
• Gardens to front and rear

Offers in excess of 
£185,000 are sought.

This price includes carpets and window coverings 
plus most white goods necessary in a home.

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

Offers in the region of £75,000

3 Morvern Crescent
Lochaline, Morvern
Semi detached bungalow in a desirable location in a 
picturesque West Highland village.  Lovely views across 
Lochaline, to the Sound of Mull and the Isle of Mull in the 
distance.  Close to village facilities and amenities.  Hall, 
lounge, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom and utility room.  
Double glazing.  Heating from Rayburn stove.  Spacious 
garden.  Shed.  Driveway and off street parking

bellingram.co.uk

Offers in the region of £70,000

Flat C, 1 Craigard Road 
Oban, Argyll
Very well presented 

in the heart of the town 
centre. Immediate 
access to all local 
facilities and amenities.

The accommodation 
comprises:
Entrance hall, lounge, 
kitchen, bedroom and 
bathroom.
Double glazing.
Night storage heating.

bellingram.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of 
£325,000

St Mary’s
Glen Creran, Argyll
Unique opportunity to purchase a converted church and rectory in an 
area of stunning natural beauty with lovely views of the River Creran 
and surrounding countryside.  Within easy reach of local facilities, 
amenities and travel links.  The extensive accommodation, full of 
character, comprises:  
Ground Floor:  Hall, large library/drawing room, living room, 
dining room, kitchen, former vestry.  First Floor:  Four bedrooms 

Including spacious garden ground.  Approximately 2 acres (0.81ha).  
Summerhouse.  Two single garages.

bellingram.co.uk

bellingram.co.uk

14 Riverside Court
Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Very well presented, light and 

apartment block of four.  Situated 
within a private residential 
area, and in walking distance of 
Tobermory’s Main Street, shops 
and restaurants.  In immaculate 
decorative order and walk-in 
condition, Hall, lounge, kitchen, 
two bedrooms and bathroom. Night 
storage heating. Double glazed.

NEW PRICE  Fixed Price £115,000

West Coast property service

3 bedroom detached home
Otterburn, Dervaig, Isle of Mull

Offers in the 
region of £295,000

A beautifully maintained family home, or Bed & 
Breakfast, in a picturesque village setting, with 
outstanding views.
3 spacious en-suite bedrooms

Neff gas hob

½ Floored loft
3 Good sized sheds with power & lighting
Large landscaped and well-stocked garden with 
fruit cage and pond

Tel: 01688 400306 Mob: 0781 7936990 (no texts)

TO LET
Two bedroom semi 

detached House
Dunbeg

With back and front 
gardens, Parking
£480 pcm + Bills
Ref. and Deposit 

required
Tel: 01631 570060

ROOM TO LET
Oban Female 

Student
Looking for female 

To share two bedroom 
apartment with private 

bathroom.
West End Glasgow
20 min. walk from 

Glasgow University
Tel: 07831340024

WANTED

Dear Oban Times
Th ank you for all your eff orts and advice 

with my recent property advert. I had no idea Th e 
Oban Times was so widely read, I received enquiries from all 

over Argyll, from Edinburgh and Glasgow. Two enquiries from 
the USA and one from Australia, in total there were 42 responses 
to the advert. Th e property is now sold, the new owners come from 

Perthshire. 

Simply put, the best advertising 
investment I ever made!

James Woolnough

Selling your 
property 
doesn’t have 
to cost you 
the earth.

Advertise your 
property for 
three weeks in 
The Oban Times, 
Argyllshire 
Advertiser and 
Campbeltown
Courier from 
only £205.
Give your property the 
maximum exposure,
use the Oban Times 
group.

OPTION 3
7cm x 3 columns

1 image
3 weeks = £205

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns

2 images
3 weeks = £265

OPTION 1
14cm x 3 columns

3 images
3 weeks = £325

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk

offer exclusive to re-sale property only

All adverts include a free 
web listing until sold.

Flat to Let
Taynuilt

Beautiful location,
Additional storage 

available

Sorry no smokers or 
DSS

Tel 0779 936 3485

TO LET

Selling your property 
doesn’t have to cost 
you the earth.
Advertise your property for three weeks in 
The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser and 
Campbeltown Courier from only £205.
Give your property the maximum exposure,
use the Oban Times group.

PLUS All adverts include a free web listing until sold.

OPTION 3
7cm x 3 columns

1 image
3 weeks = £205

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns

2 images
3 weeks = £265

OPTION 1
14cm x 3 columns

3 images
3 weeks = £325

All prices include full colour, all photographs and are 
inclusive for 3 weeks. Prices are exclusive of VAT

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk

offer exclusive to re-sale property only

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only



ADVERTISING 
SALES

EXECUTIVES
Salary £16,000 - £20,000 (dependent on experience)

Due to continued development we are looking to recruit several new 

advertising sales executives, based in Oban, to further strengthen our 

existing team and work across our various publications.

If you are lively, energetic and enjoy meeting people we’d love to hear 

from you.

You will be responsible for selling in print advertising face to face to a wide 

variety of organisations and businesses. Excellent communication skills, 

enthusiasm, creativity, computer literacy and a professional approach are 

imperative along with a local knowledge of the Argyll area. You will be 

able to identify sales opportunities and work towards set deadlines and 

targets.

Sales experience would be preferable, however, a good knowledge and 

understanding of the business market place will be considered.

Full clean driving licence is essential as some travelling will be required.

In addition to salary, we off er attractive commission, bonus potential, 

group personal pension plan, life and medical insurance.

If you think this job is for you,  please e-mail your C.V and a letter 
of application to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

www.obantimes.co.uk

DEPUTY EDITOR
£33k + Audi A3 + personal pension plan 

+ BUPA + life assurance cover.
The Oban Times is looking for a dynamic senior journalist with proven 
editorial and managerial skills to play a pivotal role in the continuing 
development of the largest selling weekly newspaper in the West 
Highlands. The position is based in Oban.
The successful applicant will help maintain and develop The Oban 
Times’ high reputation for quality editorial.
In addition to in-depth editorial experience and a flair for story 
selection, design, headlines and page layout, candidates must 
have an excellent news sense and be fully qualified with a sound 
knowledge of Scottish journalistic law
The ability to deputise for the editor and organise the Oban and 
district newsrooms is essential along with an active interest in on-line 
developments. A full current driving licence is essential.
Location: Oban. 

Please send an informative letter plus full C.V. 
to Ali Arden by email: ali@obantimes.co.uk

SENIOR REPORTER
C£20k+ (dependent on experience) 

+ personal pension plan + BUPA + life assurance cover.
Are you a multi-skilled and experienced Senior Journalist looking for 
an exciting change of career?
The Oban Times is the West Highlands best selling weekly paid-for 
newspaper. We require a journalist with flair and drive with at least four 
years experience in newspapers.
Sub Editor experience an advantage. Driving licence essential.
Location: Oban. 

Please send an informative letter plus full C.V. to 
Ali Arden by email: ali@obantimes.co.uk

PART TIME COOK AND 
BANK KITCHEN ASSISTANTS

Reliability & punctuality required.

Please contact Arlene/Brenda
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, Benderloch

Tel: 01631 720278

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer of high quality Scottish salmon. The 
company is engaged in all stages of the value chain of farming Atlantic salmon from smolt production 
through to harvesting, processing, packing and sales. We are committed to high standards of animal 
welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.
We are currently recruiting for two Environmental Department posts TO COVER MATERNITY 
LEAVE to be located at Cairndow, Argyll or Stornoway in Western Isles, or Strome at Lochcarron 
(but to cover all Lighthouse Caledonia sites throughout Scotland).
We are seeking outstanding individuals to play major roles in development and implementation of 
environmental policies. An excellent knowledge of current environmental principles and legislation 
and their application in the workplace is essential. The posts would be suitable for people currently 
working within the environmental sector but more importantly we are looking for individuals with the 
dedication to drive through achievable improvements in environmental sustainability.  
Assistant Environmental Manager – (Ref: AEM/CW/10/1)
(Salary £35,020 based on 40 hours per week)
We have a full time position, covering maternity leave (lasting approx 1 year). Reporting to 
the Environmental Manager, the position entails managing and maintaining the Company’s 

development of potential new sites. You will be required to manage and co-ordinate the 
Local Authority Planning Process development applications, to facilitate regular meetings 
with regulatory bodies (including SEPA), local government, authority and Crown Estate. To 
produce reports to a high standard and gather information required to make applications to 
regulatory bodies. You will also be required to liaise with contractors to ensure maintenance 
of all equipment relating to site surveys and H & S. To produce necessary documentation 
regarding budgetary and strategic objectives.

(Salary £28,840 based on 40 hours per week)
We have a full time position, covering maternity leave (lasting approx 1 year). Reporting to the 
Environmental Manager,  the position is to manage and coordinate the transfer of all marine 
farm sites currently holding Crown Estate seabed leases to Local Authority Planning Controls 
(as per Scottish Government Review Process). The position also requires you to synchronise 
planning and planning reviews and produce reports to a high standard and gather information 
as required. Along with auditing, analysing, reporting and oral presentation of environmental 
applications to internal and external clients and regulatory bodies. In addition, to manage 
contractors operating within your area of control and liaise with departmental managers within 
the Lighthouse Caledonia. 
A full, clean driving licence is also essential for both of the above positions. 

HR Department, 
Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 435

The applicant must possess a “can do” attitude and 
the motivation to study whilst working.

We offer a competitive salary, pension plan, 
corporate gym membership, health insurance 

5 Argyll Square,  OBAN
Argyll  PA34 4AZ

www.raclement.co.uk
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Yard Supervisor - Lochgilphead
An enthusiastic person with good organisational 

skills, a commitment to excellent customer service 
and supervisory experience is required to join the 

team at this busy branch.

 You must be able to motivate people, and be 
capable of providing training wherever necessary. 
An in-depth knowlege of the building trade and 

products is essential as you will be needed to give 
advice and information to customers. You will be 

meticulous and systematic in your organisation and 
documetation of goods and staff workloads.

Phone for an application and job description to 
John Vallis 01546 602071

Working with you to make
Highland the healthy place to be. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Kintyre Locality

Domestic Assistant – Band 1
£13,653 - £14,364 pro rata   Ref: 10ab/111
6 hours per week, permanent
Muasdale Surgery
You will be responsible for maintaining a high standard of cleanliness and ensuring a safe environment within the Practice.  
You should be able to work by yourself and it would be desirable to have proven cleaning experience.
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Catherine O’Hanlon, Practice Manager, on 01583 421206.
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8LB, call 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or email: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 
Closing date for receipt of applications: 30 July 2010. 

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places 
across Argyll & Bute where people want to live.
Can you help us achieve that vision?

Investment Manager
PERMANENT POSITION  Lochgilphead

Salary Grade 3 (£37985-£42206 per annum), 
plus excellent benefits including final salary pension, 
35 hours per week

Due to an impending flexible retirement, The Association 
has an opportunity  to recruit an experienced Investment 
Manager,  to  ensure the effective delivery of  the 
Association’s investment programme in our housing 
stock, in conjunction with the Association’s Local 
Managers, tenants, consultants and contractors. 

For further information and a recruitment pack:

• Go to the Recruitment section of the Association’s 
website at www.acha.co.uk ;
• Email fiona.connor@acha.co.uk ; or
• Contact the HR & Corporate Services Department, 

63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, 
Tel No 01546 604098,  

Closing Date for Applications: 12 noon on Friday 23rd July 2010
Interviews will be held on: Friday 6th August 2010

This post will be subject to an enhanced 
Disclosure Scotland check.

ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community and is committed to promoting equal opportunities. 

Isle of Eriska Hotel
Benderloch

Five Star Hotel is seeking an Estate Manager.  
Full time position, 5 day week including some weekend 

work, hours 8-4.30.    Own transport essential.
Responsible for managing team to maintain grounds 
and buildings, supervise stock control and deliveries, 

company health and safety policy.
Please apply in writing to:
Mr B Buchanan-Smith

Isle of Eriska
Benderloch
PA37 1SD

email Beppo@eriska-hotel.co.uk

Closing date: 30 July 2010.
To apply visit our website

Social Worker
£30,823 - £33,724 Lochgilphead Ref: CSA31369/1
Based within the Criminal Justice Team

01546 604713

Catering Assistant
£12,628 - £13,778 pro rata Oban Ref: OSF20550
Term Time, 20 hours per week, 
Hours worked 5 days over 7

01546 604742

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

A M TRANSPORT 
(CAMPBELTOWN) LTD
Require a Class 2 

LGV Driver
Wages negotiable

Applications in writing 
or email to:

Archie McMillan
A M Transport 

(Campbeltown) Ltd
The Roading, 

Campbeltown, 
Argyll, PA28 6LU

Email: am.transport@
ukonline.co.uk

REGULATED

Fish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER

=
£139

SAVE OVER 34%

+
Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
worth

£95

Fish Farmer
Digital
Edition
1 year
subscription

Total Value

All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50

PART TIME/BANK 
RGN/RMN

Day & night duties.

Please contact Arlene/Brenda
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, Benderloch

Tel: 01631 720278
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING 

STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 
6XY ; online at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 

disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect 
of this proposal.

Reference Number

10/01771/FUL

10/02345/FUL

10/02619/FUL

10/02660/PIP

10/02661/PIP

10/02662/PIP

10/02709/MSC

10/02774/FUL

10/02776/FUL

10/02777/FUL

10/02841/PIP

10/02920/FUL

10/02927/FUL

Development Address

The Tryst
2 Mossfield Drive
Lochyside
Fort William

Plot 3, 230m West of 
Rowan Lodge
Coopers Knowe
Glenuig
Lochailort

Land To East of Croft House
1 Achaphubil
Fort William

Site 30m North West of 
Fasgadh
Pier Road
Kilchoan

Site 55m South East of 
Fasgadh
Pier Road
Kilchoan

Site 80m South East of 
Fasgadh
Pier Road
Kilchoan

Land 70m North of
2 Glenachulish
Ballachulish

Strontian Hotel
Strontian
Acharacle

11 Bail Ur
North Ballachulish
Fort William

Site 230m South West of
Torlundy Farm
Torlundy
Fort William

Site 100m South of 
Tom-An-Oir
Invergarry

Nevis Range Development 
Co PLC
Torlundy
Fort William

Auchindarroch Caravan Park
Duror
Appin

Proposal Description

Proposed extension 
and internal alterations 
to provide new utility, 
bathroom and garage to 
existing dwelling.

Erection of house, garage 
and owners studio

Erection of house and 
installation of residential 
static caravan.

Erection of House (Plot 1)

Erection of house (Plot 2)

Erection of house (Plot 3)

Erection of house

Erection of house

Erection of double garage

Erection of house

Erection of house

Erection of new cafe, 
extension to existing 
building.

Siting of 5 camping PODS

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Planning and Development Service
eplanning@Highland1, PO Box 5740, The Highland Council, Inverness IV1 9DH

William MacPhail has 
applied to decroft part 
of the croft at Part 7 
Calgary, Kilninian & 
Kilmore extending to 
0.25 ha for the purpose 
of providing a site for 
a dwellinghouse.  Ref:  
4.86.24540
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@
crofterscommission.org.
uk,, by 2 August 2010 
quoting the above case 
number.  
A copy of any valid 
comments will be served 
on the applicant.

The following decrofting 
Direction has been 
granted:
Croft House Site and 
Garden Ground
160 Kentra, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
Direction dated 6 July 
2010 granted to Mrs 
Hughena C MacPhee.  
Area ext to 0.19 ha.
Conditions:  1. Purchase 
of the land within 5 years.  
2. Complete enclosure 
of the land with a 
stockproof fence within 4 
months of purchase.  3. 
Maintenance of the fence 
by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.
Case Number:
4.85.24293

Microplex Limited
Trading Address: Lynbrun, Rowan Road, 

Oban, Argyll PA34 5TY
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Section 98 of the 
Insolvency Act 1986, that a meeting of the creditors of 
the above named company will be held at The Royal 
Hotel, Argyll Square, Oban PA34 4BE on 27 July 2010 at 
10.45am for the purposes mentioned in Sections 99, 100 
and 101 of the said Act.
A list of names and addresses of the company’s creditors will 

Moore Stephens, Allan House, 25 Bothwell Street, Glasgow 
G2 6NL during the two business days before the meeting.

By Order of the Board
Gavin Fraser - Director

5 METRE DORY
FISHER/SKIER

£1550 o.n.o.

5 metre dory fisher/skier (sound) and trailer (iffy).

Tel: 01852 814 175 (Cullipool) 
01620 830 261 (E Lothian).

£1995 o.n.o.

Yamaha 20HP outboard 
autolube

trailer included good 
condition.

Telephone: 
01631 710525 or 

07813676748

BOSTON WHALER 4 
METRE TYPE DORY

£4,100 o.n.o.

155 hp 4 tec 2004  1500cc  
4 stroke 3 seats with trailer 

and cover, excellent condition.

Tel: 07875079274 
email:

michalradom@
op.pl

JET SKI 
SEADOO GTX

ORKNEY
SPINNER 13

£1500 o.n.o.

Comes with oars and rollocks, 4hp evinrude
fully galvanised road tralier

all in good condition and ready for the sea
still got original gel coat.

Tel: 07796752974/01631564809

NEW 3.50 METRE RIB

WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

NEW 3.5 METRE RIB FITTED WITH NEW YAMAHA F15HP 4-STROKE,ELECTRIC 
START C/W STEERING CONSOLE,BATTERY,OARS AND ROAD TRAILER. IN FACT 

EVERYTHING, ALL YOU NEED IS WATER!!

CONTACT:STODDARTS OF OBAN
TEL.01631 564176/MOB.07799 692072

17FT. DELL QUAY DORY 
UNSINKABLE FAST FISHER

Lying Loch Linnhe £3000

Fast stable family ski/fishing boat with cuddy.
Power Trim/Tilt 1998 75 HP outboard by Mercury marine (Recently serviced)

Fishfinder/Sounder, auto bilge
Free trailer available but requires repair.

Tel: 07761 531382

£995 o.n.o.

Excellent day boat with 
lifejackets oars anchor etc. 

Recently Antifouled. 
Trailer included.

Telephone: 
07850 676617

ORKNEY
SPINNER

Blasting at Banavie Quarry, 
Fort William on Tuesday 20th 

July, 2010 at 12 noon.

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 
20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may 
be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 05/08/2010

•Ref No: 10/00433/PP
Applicant: Mr Colin Johnson
Proposal: Internal and external alterations to existing hotel.
Site Address: Oban Caledonian Hotel Station Road Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5RT
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00571/PP
Applicant: Argyll Community Housing Association
Proposal: Proposed improvements including the application of external insulation/render and associated works to 
roofline
Site Address: 24 Shuna Terrace, 3 And 8 Colonsay Terrace Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4YE
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00574/PP
Applicant: Argyll Community Housing Association
Proposal: Application of External Insulation/Render and Associated Work to Roof/Roofline Including Re-Tiling
Site address: 3 Mccaig Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4YD
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00575/PP
Applicant: Argyll Community Housing Association
Proposal: Application of External Insulation/Render and Associated Works to Roof/Roofline Including Re-Slating
Site Address: 18 Bentalla Crescent Salen Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA72 6JH
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00722/PP
Applicant: Business Argyll Properties Ltd
Proposal: Erection of Shellfish Processing Plant
Site Address: Land At Baliscate Industrial Estate Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00825/PP
Applicant: Mr Allan MacLean
Proposal: Erection of three dwelling houses and erection of 15 metre wind turbine.
Site Address: Land West Of Baliscate Caravans Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00999/PP
Applicant: Mr Peter Stott
Proposal: Replacement of existing concrete tiled roof with standing seam metal cladding and replacement of garage.
Site Address: Coille Dharaich   U10 Through Kilmelford From A816T Junction To Tigh-Na-Mara
Kilmelford Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4XD
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Kilmelford

•Ref No: 10/01068/PPP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Keith Organ
Proposal: Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land At Lower Achachenna Kilchrenan Argyll And Bute PA35 1HG
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/01141/PP
Applicant: Argyll and Bute Housing Association
Proposal: Application of external insulation/render and associated work to roof/roofline including re-tiling.
Site address: 27 Mccaig Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4YD
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications 
can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at Lorn House 
Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing 
to Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/00456/LIB
Applicant: Mr Colin Johnson
Proposal: Internal and external alterations to existing hotel.
Site Address: Oban Caledonian Hotel Station Road Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5RT 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01059/PP
Applicant: Isle Of Luing Community Trust
Proposal: Erection of building incorporating museum, licensed cafe, exhibition/function room and offices
Site Address: Land East Of Cullipool House Cullipool Isle Of Luing Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4UB 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will 
be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at  
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

COMMUNITY SERVICES: EDUCATION
CHANGE TO SECONDARY SCHOOL CATCHMENT AREAS
Argyll and Bute Council has agreed to adopt the proposal that secondary-school-aged children from the island of Gigha 
should have the option of attending either Campbeltown Grammar School or Tarbert Academy.  At present these pupils 
have the option of attending Campbeltown Grammar School or Oban High School.
Under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, the Council has conducted a consultation exercise, 
which sought the views on this proposal from interested parties.
The consultation report will be available from 19th July – 8th August and can be obtained by telephoning 01369 704000 
or on the Council’s website: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

CAROL WALKER, Head of Education, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Notice of Tender for part-time Stakeholder 
Facilitator for the BioMara Project

BioMara is a £6 million collaborative research project 
between Scottish and Irish researchers, co-ordinated 
by The Scottish Association of Marine Science (SAMS) 
and funded through Interreg IV A, Highland and Islands 
Enterprise and the Crown Estate. The project will inves-
tigate the practicalities and underlying methodologies 
required to utilise algal biomass as a competitive, sus-
tainable biofuel source. SAMS wishes to advertise the 
issue of a tender for a part-time facilitator to manage 
the stakeholder group for the BioMara project based at 
SAMS specialising in knowledge transfer.

This tender closes on the 12th August 2010 at 15:00pm 
and full details can be found on the SAMS website www.
sams.ac.uk

Further information on the BioMara project can be found 
at www.biomara.org

ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Limited
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000
Notice is hereby given that ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Limited (whose Registered Office is at 
Arnott House, 12-16 Bridge Street, Belfast BT1 1LB) has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent 
to construct and operate The Sound of Islay Demonstration Tidal Array at the Sound of Islay (Grid 
Reference of corner points 681462E 6192834N, 681664E 6192867N, 681940E 6191294N, 681741E 
6191269N).  The installed capacity of the proposed generating station would be 10 MW.

A copy of the application, with a plan showing the area of seabed and land to which it relates, 
together with a copy of the Environmental Statement discussing the Company’s proposals in 
more detail and presenting an analysis of the environmental implications, will be available for 
inspection, free of charge, during normal office hours at:
Islay Energy Trust Offices, Custom House, Main Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, PA43 7JJ
Jura Servicepoint, Schoolhouse, Craighouse, Isle of Jura, PA60 7XG

The Environmental Statement will also be able to be viewed at the Scottish Government Library 
at Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh, EH11 3XD.

Copies of the Environmental Statement may be obtained from ScottishPower Renewables 
(UK) Limited, Spean Street, Glasgow G44 4BE (tel: +441415682153; e-mail: islaytidalproject@
scottishpower.com) at a charge of £300 hard copy and £20 on CD (as PDF files for screen viewing 
only).  Copies of a short non-technical summary are available free of charge.

Any representations to the application should be made in writing to Marine Scotland, Licensing 
Operations Team, PO Box 101, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB, identifying the proposal 
and specifying the grounds for representation, not later than 27th August 2010.

Representations should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block capitals) and full 
return email or postal address of those making representation.  All representations to the Marine 
Scotland will be copied in full to the planning authority.

When initial comments from statutory consultees are received further public notices will give 
advice on how this information may be viewed by members of the public, and how representations 
may be made to Scottish Ministers.  During the consideration of the proposal, Scottish Ministers 
may formally request further information to supplement the Environmental Statement and this will 
also be advertised in such a manner.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, or where Scottish Minster 
decide to exercise their discretion to do so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Inquiry 
to be held.

Following receipt of all views and representations, Scottish Ministers will determine the application 
for consent in one of three ways:

Consent the proposal as it stands: or 
Consent the proposal with conditions; or
Reject the proposal

SAILING TIMES
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TOURISM Minister Jim 
Mather joined employees of 
Landmark Press to formally 
open its newly expanded 
premises at Carrbridge last 
Tuesday.

The company, which 
produces 5,200  ‘bedroom 
folders’ for tourists staying 
in B&Bs, hotels and accom-
modation providers in Loch-
aber, has doubled the size 
of its premises in order to 
accommodate an upturn in 
business over recent years. 

A TORLUNDY man 
neglected an Old English 
sheepdog in his care, it as 
alleged.

John MacKay, aged 57, of 
4 Torlundy Courtyard ap-
peared at Fort William Sher-
iff Court accused of causing 
the four year-old dog, 
called Henrik, unnecessary 
suffering by failing to feed 
him properly and obtain the 
appropriate veterinary atten-
tion between April 1, 2009 
and January 21 this year.

It is also alleged MacKay 
failed to ensure Henrik was 
taken to the vet’s for treat-
ment and grooming. 

The case was continued 
to a further hearing at Fort 
William Sheriff Court on 
July 22. MacKay denies the 
charges.

A FUNDRAISING 
campaign to erect a 
bronze statue in memory 
of two pioneering Cuillin 
mountaineers has topped 
£70,000.

The Collie MacKenzie 
Sculpture Group need 

around £400,000 for the 
lifesize sculpture of Norman 
Collie and John MacKenzie, 
who mapped much of the 
Cuillin in the late 19th 
century and climbed hitherto 
unconquered peaks.

Recent publicity on BBC 

Scotland’s Landward and 
radio show Out of Doors 
boosted the campaign total, 
which currently stands at 
£73,000.

The Landward clip can be 
viewed at www.youtube.
com

The group is raising cash 
by inviting sponsors to 
buy the 400kg of bronze 
required at £20 per 20 
grammes, in return for a 

of their contribution.
A site for the sculpture 

on the path into the Cuillin 
from Sligachan has already 

CMSG member Morag 
Nicolson said: ‘Many 
thanks again to everyone 
who has donated. We are 
making great progress.’

HIGHLAND Council trad-
ing standards are warning 
residents to be on their 
guard when answering 
‘cold-call’ telephone sales 
calls offering a ‘free home 

a sales pitch for expensive 
home alarm systems.

Highlands and Islands Fire 
and Rescue Service point 
out their community safety 
staff already carry out free 
home safety checks.

‘Free fi re check’ 
scam warning

Neglect of dog case 
in court

Highland print 
works expands

A FORT William man has been 
jailed for a total of 161 days and 
banned from driving for ten years 
after admitting drink driving 
twice on Lochaber roads within 
the space of four months.

Raymond Aitchison, aged 27, 
of 4 Campbell Court was two and 
a half time the drink drive limit 
when police arrested him on the 
A86 between Spean Bridge and 
Roy Bridge on June 10.

Aitchison was also nearly 
twice over the limit when 
stopped by police on the B863 at 
Kinlochleven on February 13.

Aitchison had been in custody 
since June 11 when he appeared 

at Fort William Sheriff Court for 
sentencing.

Defence lawyer Hamish 
Melrose argued Aitchison’s time 
in detention had been a ‘sharp 
lesson’, and his client ‘was more 

focused than he has been for a 
number of years in trying to get 
to grips with alcohol problem’.

But Sheriff Douglas Small 
ruled because Aitchison had two 
other drink driving convictions 

in recent years he was left with 
no alternative.

Jailing Aitchison, he told him: 
‘You are quite clearly a danger 
not only to yourself, but to the 
public.’

The Rotary Club of Lochaber has presented a pupil from each of Lochaber’s four high schools with an award 
recognising their outstanding commitment over the school year.  Martin Sabiu of Lochaber HS, Charlotte Baxter 
of Kinlochleven High School and Alistair Rae, Ardnamurchan High School were the 2010 recipients of the honour.   
Martin is pictured above receiving his award from Rotary Club of Lochaber president Angus Nicolson and Rotarian 
Sheana Fraser. Mallaig High School will make a presentation later in the year.

A BROTHER and sister 
from Sleat on Skye have 
scored a family double by 
winning coveted places 
at the National Centre of 
Excellence in Traditional 
Music at Plockton High 
School.

‘Soaked in music’
Christopher and Kylie 

MacDonald, of Isleornsay, 
leave Portree High School 
for Plockton after the 
holidays, where they will 
continue their education 
and musical studies.

Proud mum Morag says 
her children have been 

‘soaked in music’ all their 
lives, playing instruments 
from a very young age. 

Christopher, 15, plays the 
pipes, accordion, Border 
pipes, bodhran and whistle, 
while Kylie, 14, plays 

clarsach, double bass and 
tin whistle.

Morag told The Oban 
Times: They love their 
traditional music, and it 
grows and deepens every 
day. 

‘It is part of their 
culture and their heritage 
and it gives them great

joy and immense pleasure. 
South Uist connection
‘Their great uncles, all 

three of them, Andrew, 
Willie and Donald Mac 
Killop from South Uist 
were world renowned 
pipers in the Queens 
Own Highlanders and the 
Cameron Highlanders, so 
it’s easy to see where they 
get it from!’

The siblings, who bid 
farewell to Portree High 
School pipe band, have been 
tutored through Fèisean 
nan Gaidheal, Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, Fèisean an Eilean 

and by Portree High School 
and private tutors.

Both have competed 
successfully locally and 
nationally, travelled with 
their music as far as Ireland 
and entertained at local 
family ceilidhs and school 
concerts.

Christopher plays in the 
band ‘Na Gilean Soar’ and 
has become a member of 
the National Youth Pipe 
Band of Scotland.

Through The Oban Times, 
Christopher and Kylie 
thank teachers and all staff, 
classroom mates and friends 

at Portree High School, the 
staff at Portree Hostel and 
all their tutors over the 
years.

Gaelic
They added: ‘Most 

especially, thanks to mum 
and dad and extended 
family for their striving, 
endless and continuing 
drive, gentle persuasion and 
endless support.’ 

language is Gaelic, added: 
‘I’m glad that we got in 
because there were quite 
a lot of auditions for the 
places.’

A SERIES of new Gaelic 
radio plays performed by 
school groups from the Isle 
of Lewis, Skye, the Uists and 
Edinburgh is to be broadcast 
on Fridays between July 
16 and 24 September on 
BBC Radio nan Gàidheal.
  The 10 selected plays, 
put together at Fèsiean nan 
Gàidheal workshops in 
northwest Lewis, Trotternish, 
Edinburgh and South Uist 
schools, saw youngsters 
learn radio acting skills, 
script-writing, recording 
and editing techniques, and 
sound effects production.  
    Radio nan Gàidheal’s youth 
programme Aileag has been 
updating listeners on air on 
the children’s progress and 
will feature the short plays 
as part of their hour-long 
Friday slot from 4.03pm. 

Producer Karen Morrison, 
said: ‘The children put 
in a lot of effort and the 
talent amongst them 
really shone through and 
we’re looking forward to 
hearing their work on air.’
 Aileag is repeated on 
Saturdays at 12noon. 
Podcasts of the plays and 
and a CD compilation will 
also be available.

FORT WILLIAM Sheriff 
Court witnessed dramatic 
scenes last Thursday as a 
woman joined her husband 
in the dock to beg a sheriff 
not to jail her man.

Latvian Eriks Osipovs, 
aged 30, of 7 Morvern 
Place, Fort William had 
admitted driving while four 
times over the drink-drive 
limit with no licence or 
insurance on Lundavra Road 
on June 12, all in breach of 
a probation order imposed 
earlier at the court.

worker had been at a party 
celebrating the birth of a 
child and was driving his 
£100 car to a local shop 
for more drink when police 
stopped and arrested him.

Defence lawyer Stephen 
Kennedy argued Osipovs 
had been alcohol-free for 
eight months until the party, 
had recently found a job and 
had stopped being abusive 
towards his partner.  

But Sheriff Douglas Small 
told him: ‘I don’t think this 
case warrants me showing 
mercy to your client.’ 

Osipovs’ Russian-Latvian 
partner Anita Kazakova 
burst into tears in the public 
benches.

Hearing she was present, 
in an unusual move Sheriff 
Small called her forward to 
the dock to make a statement 
on Osipovs’ behalf.

He told her: ‘Your partner 
is in a very serious position, 
because I think I am going 
to have to send him to 
custody.’

Through an interpreter, 
a weeping Ms Kazakova 
replied: ‘Please do not put 
him in custody – alcohol 
problems are causing all 
these things.’

Community work
Heeding her plea, Sheriff 

Small decided to continue 
Osipovs’ probation and 
instructed him to carry out 
180 hours of unpaid work in 
the community.

£400 and banned from 
driving for 30 months, 
admonished for having 
no driving licence and 

insurance.
The sheriff told Osipovs 

Ms Kazakova’ plea had 
saved him from jail. ‘I 
don’t think you deserve the 
support you get from your 
partner notwithstanding the 
way you have treated her in 
the past,’ he said.

‘This is the very last 
chance you are getting from 
this court. If you appear in 
my court again I will send 
you to prison for a very long 
time. Keep off the alcohol 
and concentrate on trying to 
be a proper partner.’  

Leaving the courtroom, a 
still weeping Ms Kazakova 
told Sheriff Small: ‘Thank 
you, thank you very much.’

Fort William drink driver banned for 10 years and jailed

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

 Kylie and Christopher MacDonald will join the National Centre of Excellence in Traditional Music at Plockton High School

Musical double for Skye brother and sister

Highland
sheriff
listens to 
partner’s 
plea

Campaign to mark Cuillin mountaineers climbs to £70,000

Schools’ 
Gaelic
plays to be 
broadcast
on radio

Top pipers head for Fort William competition

Stornoway 
roadworks

AROUND 60 of Scotland’s 

William on Saturday for 
Lochaber’s premier piping 
competition of the year.

The Lochaber Gathering 
Festival of Piping will see 
pipers from Skye, Kyle, 

play for three coveted titles at 
the all-day event in the Nevis 
Centre.

The occasion also features a 
lecture by College of Piping 
principal Robert Wallace on 
Pipe Major Robert Reid, a 
six-time Golden Clasp winner 
who famously clashed with 
the Pibroch Society’s stuffy 

of pipe tunes.
Competitions

In the competition, Premier 
and Grade ‘A’ pipers will 

compete for the Tuagh Oir 
(Golden Axe), submitting four 
piobaireachds.

Grade ‘B’ and ‘C’ pipers will 
play two piobaireachds for the 
Tuagh Airgead (Silver Axe) 
event while pipers aged 18 and 
under will play for the Tuagh 
Umha (Bronze Axe) award. 

A 15 and under competition 
will also be held with 
sections for piobaireachs, 

march, Strathspey and reel, 
and hornpipe and jig, while 
Premier and Grade ‘A’ pipers 
will compete for the Lochaber 
Gathering Gold Medal by 
playing two marches of their 
own choice.

Allan MacColl of LGFP said: 
‘We are very grateful to our 
sponsors in helping us to keep 

instrument.’

lights at Matheson Road/
Church Street/Goathill 
Road in Stornoway will be 
carried out during the week 
commencing 19 July.

The lights will be switched 
off for two days, requiring 
drivers on Church Street and 
Goathill Road to give way. 

The pedestrian crossing at 
Canada Crescent and new 
lighting at the Perceval 
Square crossing will also be 
installed.
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Drink driver 
banned for        
three years
A FORT William man has 
been banned from driving 

£300 for drunk driving.
Alexander Watson, aged 

27, of 13 Cameron Place 
admitted being behind the 
wheel while one-and-a-half 
times over the legal limit on 
Middle Street, Fort William, 
on July 3.

Defence lawyer Hamish 
Melrose told Fort William 
Sheriff Court: ‘It was very 
much a case of driving after 
the night before.’

Man accused of      
buying alcohol for 
person under 18
A CAOL man bought alcohol at 
the local Co-op for a person under 
18, it has been alleged at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Richard Longmire, aged 22, of 86 
Glenkingie Street, denies buying 
the drink for the minor on April 30.

The case was continued to a 
further hearing on July 22.

Men accused of 
stealing copper 
from building site
THREE Englishmen will 
stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court next Friday 
accused of stealing copper 
from a building site near 
Arisaig.

It is alleged that Bishop 
Auckland men Jonjo Tarn 
aged 20, of 46 West Tarn, 
Thomas Williamson, aged 
20, of 82 West Tarn and 
17 year-old Dale Sowerby, 
of 13 Proudfoot Drive 
stole a quantity of copper 
cabling from a house site 
at Camusdarach Lodge 
between January 15 and 18 
this year.

A 56-YEAR-OLD Kinlochleven 
man threatened to kneecap a man 
and woman in the village, it is 
alleged.

Thomas McWilliams, of 46 
Foyers Road, denies making the 
criminal threats in Appin Road on 
April 21. The case was continued 
to a preliminary hearing at Fort 
William Sheriff Court on August 5, 
with trial set for September 3. 

TWO MIDDLE-AGED Mallaig men fought with each 
other and breached the peace during an altercation on 
Mallaig pier, it is alleged.

William Grant, aged 57, of 22 Lovat Terrace and Robert 
Sutherland, aged 48, of Flat 3 Station Road, are accused of 

on the pier on April 27.
Sutherland pled not guilty to the charge, while the case 

against Grant was continued without plea. 
Grant also pled not guilty to breaching the peace at 

Mallaig harbour on April 26, when it is alleged he shouted, 
swore and uttered threats of violence.

The cases were continued to a further hearing at Fort 
William Sheriff Court on July 22. 

Former offi  ces to be 
converted into fl ats

Rowan House in Inverlochy are 
to be converted into three ground 

The development forms part 
of a successful funding bid from 
Highland Council to the Scottish 
Government for 55 new homes for 
rent across the region.

Councillor Brian Murphy, a 
member of the housing and social 
work committee, said: ‘Rowan 
House is a landmark building in 
Inverlochy and has been looking 
shabby and run down for a few 
years now. I have been arguing for 
it to be put to better use ever since 
the mental health team vacated the 
premises a couple of years ago. 

building back into use and deliver 

PUPILS from P5-7 in 
Acharacle Primary School 
enjoyed a residential week 
at the Dolphin House in 
the beautiful grounds of 
Culzean Castle, Ayrshire, 
just before they broke up for 
the summer holidays.

The children had an action 
packed week, which included 
environmental education, 
hillwalking, canoing, 
swimming, climbing, 
orienteering, team building, 
caving, archery, rock pooling 
and circus skills. 

All the pupils were 
presented with the John 
Muir Discovery Award for 
awareness and responsibility 
in wild places.

Scottish Chamber 
Ensemble at Strontian
THE SCOTTISH Chamber 
Orchestra wind and brass ensemble 
will perform at Àrainn Shuaineirt 
in Strontian next Friday, July 23, 
at 8pm.

The programme will feature 
works by Beethoven, Mendelssohn 
and Weber. 

Pupils from P3 and 4 at Upper Achintore Primary School have raised £111.43 for 
Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The pupils and their 
teacher Miss Pringle recently held a bake sale at the school to raise the money.  
They chose to donate the money to SSPCA after workers from the charity visited 
the school to teach the children about the work they do. Dawna Connolly from 
the SSPCA visited the school to collect the cheque.

Fort William   
couple deny       
child charges 
A FORT William man and 
woman are expected to 
stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court next Friday 
accused of being in charge 
of a child while drunk.

It alleged James 
Donaldson, of 30 Mamore 
Crescent, and Jacqueline 
Fraser, of 18 Wades Road, 
Inverlochy, were intoxicated 
while in charge of the child, 

for legal reasons, in various 
roads in Fort William on 
May 27. 

Both accused deny the 
charge.

A HYDROPOWER worker 
has narrowly avoided prison 
for a vicious late night 
assault on a man tending his 
injured relative.

Donald Stoddart punched 
Shaun Marais in the face as 
the Good Samaritan called 
an ambulance for Stoddart’s 
cousin, who had fallen over 
a wall near the Station Bar in 
Fort William.

During the incident on 
September 13 last year, 

Marais believed the injured 
man could have a serious 
neck injury and warned a 
drunken Stoddart not to move 
him - only to be assaulted.

Mr Marais suffered a 
severe fracture between his 
right eye orbit and sinuses, 
leaving him unable to dive 
for months until the injury 
healed.

Stoddart, aged 21, of 
Clunes Cottage, Cameron 
Road, Fort William, was 
appearing at Fort William 
Sheriff Court for sentencing 
after earlier being found 
guilty of the assault.

Defence lawyer Niall 
MacBeath urged Sheriff 
Douglas Small not to jail his 
client, a worker at Glendoe 
power station near Fort 

Chrissie MacLachlan – looking for old photographs of West Ardnamurchan.

A KILCHOAN grandmother is asking West 
Ardnamurchan residents to hunt through drawers 
and attics for photographs of local people and 
scenes from days gone by.

Chrissie MacLachlan, who fronts the Tourist 

Centre is looking to collect the old images before 
they are thrown out or destroyed.

Chrissie decided to make the appeal after her 
grandson Iain MacDonald posted some old family 
photographs online and set up an internet group 
site, West Ardnamurchan Vintage Photographs. 
The site now has more than 100 images, some 
dating back over a century.  

Chrissie told The Oban Times: ‘Iain has done 
a great job, but many of us don’t have access to 
computers, so we need another way of displaying 

the pictures and collecting information. Out 
there is buried treasure - old, black-and-white 
photographs of people and places. 

‘They’re tucked away in albums and shoeboxes, 
in the attic, in a bottom drawer, even in the shed. 
Yet they’re a priceless record of the history of this 

them, they’ll be lost forever.’
Borrow

Chrissie and her co-worker Fiona MacPhail 
already have a folder of pictures that people can 
borrow in Kilchoan Community Centre. 

‘We’re hoping that this will encourage both 
locals and visitors to bring in more pictures as 

Chrissie said.
‘So far Iain and the other group members have 

had some success - a super picture of the pupils 
in Kilchoan Primary School in 1938, uploaded to 

‘Now, with the help of Mary MacGillivray who 
was one of the pupils in the picture, the group has 
named them all.’

The album will be in the Community Centre 
during July and August. 

Anyone who wishes to add to the photographic 
collection but doesn’t have access to the internet 
can contact Jon Haylett on 01972 510293.

Group membership to Iain’s website is open to 
all and anyone can upload photographs or add a 
‘comment’ to a picture. 

westardnamurchanvintagephotographs.

Kilchoan grandmother’s 
bid to keep history alive

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Augustus, and deal with 

compensation order.
He said Stoddart had been 

held back ‘two or three 
times’ by Mr Marais as he 
tried to reach his cousin and 
had ‘no idea’ who Mr Marais 
was.

‘He thought Mr Marais had 
something to with the fact 
that his cousin was injured 
and lying on the ground. 

‘He has expressed real 
remorse and apologised to 
Mr Marais after the trial,’ he 
said.

But Sheriff Small said: 
‘This was a most unpleasant 
incident perpetrated on an 
innocent person who had 
gone to the assistance of 
somebody he had perceived 
to be injured. 

‘He [Mr Marais] still has no 
sensation in part of his face 
because of Mr Stoddart’s 
behaviour.’

Sheriff Small considered 
a custodial sentence, but 

£1,200 and ordered him 
to pay Mr Marais £1,100 
compensation.

Kneecap threat 
allegation

Assault man 
narrowly        
avoids prison

Mallaig men fought each other on pier

Acharacle pupils enjoyed a great week at Culzean Castle.

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

FISHING in Mallaig and the 
northwest is suffering this 
summer due to poor prawn 
catches, high fuel costs and 
low prices.

Prawn catches have been 
falling in recent years, and 
2010 numbers are down 14 
per cent on last year. The 
weather is the main cause 
for the drop, with northern 
and easterly winds creating 
an adverse environment for 
prawns.

The weather anomaly El 
Niño, a warming of water 

affected numbers. Secretary 
of Mallaig and Northwest 
Fisherman’s Association 
John Hermse told The Oban 
Times the economic situation 
was compounding the 
problem. ‘Normally when 
the catches are low, the price 
rises, so we don’t feel the 
cost as badly. But because of 
the recession, the price has 
stayed low recently.’

Mr Hermse also said high 
fuels costs were adding to 

‘It’s a ‘perfect storm’ I 
suppose you’d call it, the 
way everything has hit at the 
same time. It makes it very 

‘The decrease in earnings 
for our vessels is probably 
about 30 per cent over the 
last three years. It’s not a 
good situation.’

But Mr Hermse is optimistic 
the situation will pick up in 
the near future. 

He said: ‘Things have 
improved slightly over the 
last two or three weeks.

‘Hopefully the next two or 
three months will be better 
for us.’

The weather has also 
affected catches of velvet 
crabs, ground crabs and 
scallops, but for reasons 
that remain unclear, lobster 
catches have not been 
affected.

Concern over state 

Upper Achintore Primary School 
bake sale boosts SSPCA funds

Culzean
Castle fun                  
for Acharacle 
pupils



BIRTHS

STEWART – ALLAN
Philip and Linda are 

delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their daughter 

Grace Joan, on June 26, 
2010, at Raigmore Hospital. 
A wee sister for Sophie and 
another granddaughter for 
Joan,Wark  and Jimmy and 

Elspeth, Oban.

CARRUTHERS
On July 1, 2010, at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, to Tim 
and Jackie, a daughter, Fern 
May, a little sister for Erin, 

a second grandchild for 
Peter and Pauline Carruthers 
formerly of Kilchrenan and 
fourth grandchild for Sandy 

and Fiona Brown of Inverness.   

MACLEAN - Rory and Jo 
are delighted to announce 
the arrival of their gorgeous 
baby girl, Breagha June 
MacLean , born on June 16, 
2010 at Royal Alexandra, 
Paisley. First grand-daugh-
ter for Billy and June Ma-
cLean. Thanks for all the 
gifts and warm wishes.

NIVEN
Russell and Leigh are 

delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of Isla Joy, 

on July 1, 2010, sister for 
Caitlin and Alicia and third 
granddaughter for Dunnie 
and Sandra, Oban and Phil 
and the late Joyce Trout, 

Rotherham.

ENGAGEMENT
SMITH -  MACDOUGALL
Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Amy, only daughter of Jerome 
and Serena, Langholm to 
Ross, son of Freena and the 
late Callum, Bunessan, Mull.

GOLDEN WEDDING
BOASE – MACLEOD - At
Lanark Episcopal Church on 
July 2, 1960 Nigel Lindsay, 
second son of Professor and 
Mrs Alan Boase to Lucia 
Phoebe, second daughter of 
Lieutenant Colonel and Mrs 
Macleod.

DEATHS
DUNCAN - Peacefully at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on July 5, 2010, in 
his 78th year, Bryan David 
Duncan, dear husband to 
Rona, father to Carolyn, 
Alistair, Jeremy and Jonathan 
and a much loved grandpa. A 
Memorial Service will take 
place at Glenorchy Kirk, 
Dalmally on Monday, July 19 

retiring collection/donations 
if desired for British Heart 
Foundation.
ELLIOT – Suddenly at home 
on July 9, 2010 at Achnabeich, 
Glencoe, William Elliot, 
beloved brother of Ray, Walter 
and Doris.  Sadly missed.
HENDERSON - Jenny. 
Peacefully at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban.
MACCORMICK – Suddenly 
at Inverclyde Royal Hospital, 
Greenock, on July 3, 2010, 
Janet Steel Bayne, nèe Potter, 
in her 97th year, wife of the late 
Neil MacCormick, beloved 
mother of Neil, Morag and 
the late Fiona, grandmother 

twelve.  A service has been 
held at P B Wright and Sons, 
Funeral Directors, Greenock, 
followed by a committal 
service at Cathcart Cemetery, 
Glasgow, on Tuesday, July 13.  
Any donations to The Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind, 12-14 Hillside Crescent, 
Edinburgh EH7 5EA.
McCALL -  Peacefully at 
Dunaros Eventide Home 
on  July 4, 2010, Johnnie 
McCall aged 91 years. 
Brother of the late Donnie, 
Christina (Chrissie) and 
Archie (Jenkins). Uncle to 
Sandy, Fiona and Diane. A 
special thanks to all the staff 
at Dunaros for their care and 
attention. Thanks also to the 
Rev Jeff McCormack for 

and to Billy McClymont and 
staff for services rendered.
MACKINNON – Peacefully 
at Portree Hospital, Isle of 
Skye, after a long illness 
bravely borne, Charlie, 31 
Geary, Waternish, Skye, 
beloved husband of the late 
Margaret and eldest son of 
the late Katie and Malcolm 
MacKinnon loving brother of 
Margaret and Catherine and 
the late Donald and Angus.  
Funeral service from Church 
of Scotland,  Dunvegan,  
Skye on Saturday, July 17, 
2010 at 11am thereafter to 
Trumpan Cemetery to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited.  Sadly missed.
PERCY – Miss Hughina 
(Ina) - Passed away peacefully 
at Raigmore Hospital on 
Monday  July 12, 2010 aged 
94 years. Beloved daughter of 
the late Roger and Christina 
Percy, sister to Roger, Kate, 
and brother in law Ian, all 
deceased. The family wishes 
to thank Mr Sean Kelly, 
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Surgeon and the staff of both 
Raigmore Hospital and the 
Belford Hospital for their 
care and attentiveness, as well 
as all friends and neighbours 
for being there for Ina over 
the years. Ina dedicated her 
entire life to helping others 
through her nursing career, 
which spanned the globe, 
working in such places as 
Iraq, India, North Africa, Italy 
and France.   She returned to 
Scotland where she continued 
nursing, serving as Chief 

hospitals before retiring. 
Loved by all who knew 
her, this very special lady 
touched the hearts of many.  
A beautiful ‘light’ has left our 
presence and will be deeply 
missed. Funeral arrangements 
are being made by family; 
information to follow.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
HAMILL - Margaret and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives and friends for 
their sympathy, cards and 

Frankie. A special thank you 
to Fr MacKay for the lovely 
service and Catriona and staff 
at Hamish Hoey for their 
kindness and support.
MACLENNAN - Anne 
and all the family of the 
late Kevin (Keegan), would 
like to extend their heartfelt 
thanks to relatives, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues for 
all their kindness, comforting 

homebaking.  Your generosity 
has been overwhelming.  
Grateful thanks to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral Directors 

arrangements and to Rev. 
David Carruthers for such a 

Thank you also to the Victoria 
Hotel and all the staff for their 
excellent purvey. A Special 
thanks to Lorna for creating 

tributes.  Keegan would have 
been well chuffed.  Thanks 
also to Charles Ferguson for 
his excellent piping at the 
graveside. Finally, thank you 
to all who attended the church 
and graveside and for the 

Grateful thanks to all who 
donated to SANDS UK, in 
memory of Callum, which 
has raised over £800 so far. 
MACPHEE – Jean and 
family of the late Mary 
Cameron MacPhee would like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 

tributes, cards and telephone 
calls.  We would also like to 
thank nursing staff and doctors 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
and Lorn Medical Centre, 
district nurses, also social 
care team for all their care 
and attention shown to Mary.  
Special thanks to Rev George 
Cringles for his comforting 
service and support, also 
to D and A Munn for their 
professional services and 
Rowan Tree Hotel.  Finally 
to all who attended the church 
and graveside. 
McMILLAN- Archie, 
Maria and Catherine and 
their families wish to thank 
sincerely all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad loss of 
their dear father Robert (Bob) 
McSporran McMillan. Grateful 
thanks to the ambulance 
crew, doctors and nurses at 
Dr Grays Hospital in Elgin 
for their dedication and care 
during our father’s short stay 
in hospital.Also many thanks 
to Iain MacInnes Jnr and Snr 
along with their collegues at 
D  and A Munn Undertakers 

arrangements. Thank you also 
to the Rev Jeff McCormick 
for your thoughtful and 
comforting service, and to all 
who attended to pay their last 
respects. Finally thank you 
to the staff at the Rowantree 
Hotel for their excellent 
refreshments afterwards.

MEMORIAMS
GILLIES - Precious 
memories of Donnie, a dear 
husband, father and grandad, 
who passed away on July 16, 
1992 and loved ones gone 
before.
The ones we love never leave
They stay in our hearts 
forever
Remembered always.
- Jean and family, 47 
Drumfada Terrace, Corpach.
MACBRIDE - Treasured 
memories of a dear auntie, 
Mary, who died on July 13, 
1995.
Sadly missed
Always remembered.
- Rosemary, Ewen, Ewen and 
Ross, Tigh-na-Coille, Spean 
Bridge.
MACKINNON – Jean, 
mother and granny, passed 
away July 19, 2009.
God looked around his 
garden
And found an empty place
He then looked down upon 
the earth
And saw your tired face
He put his arms around you
And lifted you to rest
God’s garden must be 
beautiful
He always takes the best
He knew you would be 
suffering
He knew you were in pain
He knew you would never
Get well on earth again
He saw the road was getting 
rough
And the hills were hard to 
climb
So he closed your eyelids
And whispered, Peace Be 
Thine
It broke our hearts to lose 
you
But you didn’t go alone
For part of us went with you

The day God called you 
home.
Loved and missed every day
Mary, Allan, Allan and 
Nicola
MACKINNON  - Precious 
memories of Jean, our dear 
mother, mother in law and 
granny who passed away on  
July 19, 2009.
Sorely missed , 
But our love and memories 
are ever strong and clear.
Also remembering with love 
our father Don (Wee Dan) 
who died January 19, 2006,
Forever in our thoughts.
- John, Mary, Lisa, John and 
Martin
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of a dear mother, 
mother-in-law and granny 
Jean, who passed away July 
19, 2009.
If tears could build a stairway
And memories a lane
I’d walk right up to Heaven
And bring you home again.
Love you lots.
- Tracey and Eric
We miss you granny Jean
- Love Eric and Mark xx
MACKINNON – Jean 
(Wright), wife of the late 
Donald MacKinnon, much 
loved mother and granny, 
passed away July 19, 2009.
Loved and remembered 
always.
Philip, Caroline, Cara and 
Michael.
MACLENNAN – In loving 

wife, mother and grandmother, 
who died on July 17, 2007.
Sadly missed
- Neillie and family, 
Benbecula and Glasgow.
McFADYEN – In loving 
memory of our dear mother, 
May, died July 13, 2005.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- John, Lorraine and Michaela.
xx
McMILLAN – Treasured 
and everlasting memories of 
my dear husband Neil, who 
died on July 18, 1996.
I picture a beautiful garden
And by the gate you stand
One day that gate will open
And you will take my hand
Your loving wife Zena, Port 
Ellen, Islay
MORRISON - In memory 
of my dad John passed away 
July 15, 1976.
Times passes, memories stay.
- Catherine and family.x
NISBET – Fondest memories 
of my aunt, Joan Nisbet, 
Heanish, Tiree, who died on 
July 20, 2000.
- Kenneth.
PATERSON - Precious 
memories of a loving mother 
and nana, Janet who passed 
away July 13, 2009
Deep in our hearts you’ll 
always stay.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Ann and Tony, Margaret and 
Jim, Jan, Lewis, Matthew and 
Abby
PROSSER – In loving 
memory of George, our dear 
dad, granddad and great-
grandad who died on July 13, 
2002.
Forever in our thoughts
And in our hearts
Remembered always
With our love.
- Betty and Iain
Precious memories of our 
dearly loved granddad.
- Marina, Cameron and 
Emma
SPREADBURY – Treasured 
memories of Charles, dearly 
loved husband, father and 
grandfather taken from us 
July 11, 1992.
In our thoughts always
Forever in our hearts.
- Moira and family

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 18 July 2010

Trinity 7
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ..... 08.00
Sung Eucharist .......... 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Mattins ...................... 11:00
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist .......... 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .......... 08.00
Evensong .................. 20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday18th July 2010
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

WEDDINGS

Peter James Donald and Nelly Brossette were married 
in Paris, France on June 26, 2010.  The couple have 

made their home in Paris, France.

After studying engineering at Strathclyde University, 
Stuart Waltho graduated last year with merit as a 
Master of Engineering in Mechanical Engineering 

with Materials Engineering.  Stuart attended 

School and Scotland High School, Laurinburg, 
North Carolina.

Sheila McLellan graduation from Edinburgh Napier 
University with a BSc (Hons) in Veterinary Nursing.  
Sheila is the daughter of Neil and Heather McLellan, 

Carn Farm, Portnahaven, Islay.  She is the grand-
daughter of Isobel and the late Rev William Dundas, 
Edinburgh and Margaret and the late Neil McLellan, 

Kilchiaran, Islay. 

GRADUATIONS

Maria Louise Bartlett graduated Bachelor of Arts 
with 1st class Honours in European Film and Media 
from Stirling University. Maria is the granddaughter 
of Robin and the late Sheila MacDonald, Gallanach 

Road, Oban.

Ecclesiastes 3 v 17: `Every 
activity and every purpose 
has its proper time.’

Words from a little-known 
book of the Old Testament 

understand as it is to spell.
The founder of the 

second-largest car-making 
company in the world must 
be worthwhile listening to. 
Henry Ford said: `Failure is 
only the opportunity to begin 
again – more intelligently’ 
and he knew what he was 
talking about!

only drive forwards and the 
door of his workshop was 
too small so he had to cut 
a hole in the wall to get his 
new car out into the world.

Ford also said: `Nothing 
is particularly hard if you 
divide it into small actions’ 
and, of course, he went on to 
emply thousands of workers 
to mass produce tens of 
thousands of cars.

Perhaps we can all learn 
to be more patient, to tackle 
life’s challenges `one day 
at a time’ as the songs 
says? We don’t need to be 
overwhelmed, just tackle 
whatever comes your way 
`in little stages’.

The Christian faith offers 
anyone `the opportunity 
to begin again’. Try to 
understand every challenge 
or disappointment in life as a 
fresh opportunity. God does 
have a plan for you and our 

activity and every purpose 
has its proper time.’
The Rev Bill Gray, Lorn and 
Islands Hospital Chaplain. 

A Chaplain’s 
View

AN ISLAY woman has 
donated more than £2,000 
to Cancer Research after 
drumming up sponsorship 
for running the Kintyre 
10K.

Chrissie Angus, who works 
at Bruichladdich Distillery, 
thanked everyone who 
sponsored her and donated 
to the charity in support.

Chrissie said: ‘Once all 
money was collected I was 

total was £2,020 had been 
raised. A big thank you to all 
of you who supported me.’ 

Islay woman 
boosts Cancer 
Research funds

AROUND 30 people from all over 
the West Highlands tackled the dizzy 
heights of Oban’s St Columba’s 
Cathedral on Saturday to raise funds 
for cancer charity Anthony Nolan.

80-foot drop
The weather held off while people 

from teenagers to 69-year-old 
Margaret Harrison from Arisaig, 
who was doing her second abseil in 
Oban, climbed the spiral staircase to 
the top of the cathedral tower and 
then climbed over the turret to abseil 
80-foot to the bottom.

The charity has used the cathedral 
for a fund-raising abseil for more 
than a decade, with some people 
raising money for more than just 
Anthony Nolan.

Anthony Nolan, which encourages 

people to register as bone marrow 
donors and holds a cord blood bank, 

who need a lifesaving transplant.
This year, although there were 

fewer than previous years taking 
part, around £5,000 was raised from 
all those participating, many of 
whom overcame their own personal 
fears to make the descent.

Lindsay MacCallum, regional fund 
raising manager for Anthony Nolan, 
said the charity was delighted with 
the amount raised especially as the 
minimum people were asked to raise 
was £100.

‘We’d like to thank Father Donald 
MacKay and St Columba’s Cathedral 
for allowing us to do the abseil each 
year,’ added Lindsay.

Fiona Elder drops down to raise around £300 for Anthony Nolan. 
15_t29nolan02

Cathedral abseil 
raises funds for 
Anthony Nolan

AN ADULT care team from 
Garelochhead has won two national 
awards for the service it provides at 
The Oasis centre.

TheArgyll and Bute Council 
team picked up bronze in the 
Conventional of Scottish Local 
Authority (COSLA) Accolades 2010 
in the ‘tackling health inequalities 
and improving health’ category.

The Oasis also won the Scottish 
Social Services Council (SSSC) 
award in the partnership category 
for Argyll and Bute Council and 
its partners NHS Highland and 
Crossreach.

The daycare service provides 
places for older people and people 
with dementia as well as offering 
intermediate care to people newly 
released from hospital.

Councillor Donald McIntosh, 
Argyll and Bute’s spokesperson for 
social services, said: ‘The COSLA 
Excellence and SSSC awards 
recognise projects which have 
demonstrated high levels of service 
based on creativity, customer focus 

and best value. 
‘Seeing projects we are involved 

with, such as The Oasis, receive 

demonstrates the great strides we 
continue to make in delivering 
the best possible service to our 
communities.’

The Oasis is co-located with the 
medical centre in Garelochhead and 
works closely with its staff to ensure 
that clinical services such as weight 
management, diabetes management, 
hypertension clinics and medication 
reviews are delivered on-site, whilst 
the service user is attending the day 
centre. Allied health professionals 
also work on site to offer podiatry 
and sight and hearing tests, thereby 
reducing the risk of falls. 

Other services such as 
physiotherapy and wound care are 
also routinely offered. 

Stress and confusion for dementia 
patients is reduced by regular visits 
from specialist workers, community 
psychiatric nurses and the dementia 
consultant.

Stan Smith, who presented the SSSC award, Nigel Glover and Alan 
Logan, Crossreach, Mavis Gilfi llan, NHS Highland, Mary Neal, Oasis, 
Pat Trehan, Argyll and Bute Council, Councillor George Freeman and 
Kaye Adams.

Garelochhead care team win 
national award

A WHEELCHAIR user 
from Dunbeg is unhappy 
last month after Tesco told 
her that she could not use 
the store’s scooter to return 
to her car in the car park.

Agnes MacFadyen, from 
Dunbeg, said a customer 
services assistant told her 
she could not take the 
scooter outside.

Agnes has been using the 
store’s scooter for a number 
of years. ‘It has never been 
a problem before,’ she said.  

However a Tesco 
spokesman told The Oban 
Times customers could 
continue using the scooter 
in the car park.  He said: 
‘We have apologised to 
Mrs MacFadyen for this 
incident.’

A new glass canopy 
installed at the front of 
Tesco has also has proved 
unpopular with Agnes. She 
said:  ‘They have put the 
glass wall up right in front 
of the zebra crossing.The 
pavement there is on a slant 
making it very dangerous.’

The spokesman for Tesco 
said: ‘We will look at the 
issue that Mrs MacFadyen 
has raised.’

Disabled woman 
unhappy with 
Tesco Oban



LAB X COLLIE PUP ready 
now, beautiful markings, 
black and white.   Telephone 
01880 740636 ².
LABRADOR yellow dog 
puppies for sale, working 

Bred for kind, biddable 
temperament.  Hips, eyes 
and DNA tests completed.  
Will make excellent pet / 
gun dog.  Ready to go 23rd 
July,  £400  Telephone Anne 
07780 791837.

 EQUESTRIAN
PONY 13hh Welsh X 
Gelding, 10 years old, lives 
out, good potential with right 
owner, passport and micro 
chipped, sadly outgrown,   
Telephone 01499 500248².

 FURNITURE
BOOKCASE pine, 
W82cm, H100cm, D28cm, 
2 adjustable shelves, bun 
feet,  £20 Telephone 07595 
844001.
DINING TABLE AND 
CHAIRS G-Plan mahogany 
dining table and six chairs 
(two carvers),  £49.99 
Telephone 01586 820243.
METAL FRAMED 
SINGLE BED BASE 
with enough room to store 
stuff underneath, excellent 
condition, good reason for 
selling, ideal for home or 
guest house/hotel,  £20 
Telephone 01631 564024.
SINGLE MATTRESS 
FREE    Telephone 01631 
564024.
SINGLE SILENT NIGHT 
BASE WITH matching 
headboard, great condition, 
good reason for selling. No 
timewasters please,  £25 
Telephone 01631 564024.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
ELECTRIC STRIMMER 
Viking TE600, only used 
a few times.  Excellent 
condition,  £25 Telephone 
01631 740334.

 GENERATORS
GENERATOR Domestic 
generator, suitable for 
caravan/boat, as new,  £50 
ono Telephone 01631 
730431².
ONE HONDA E2500 
GENERATOR (Tarbert),  
£350 Telephone 07876 
704075.

 GREYHOUNDS

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

FIREPLACE Art deco 
cast iron, ivory enamelled 

Telephone 01631 730431².
FLUE 3x1metre stainless 

£75 each Telephone 01631 
730431².

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

MATERIAL Several yards 
of heavy canvas brand 
new Hot pink and Orange 
Modern  Ideal for seat 
covers , blinds etc,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720369.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

BUSH 14 INCH COLOUR 
TV Bush 14inch colour 
tv with remote and small 
aerial. Excellent condition, 
ideal for any room or 
caravan, can be seen 
working,  £20 Telephone 
01631 564024.
SONY TRINITRON 28IN 
WIDESCREEN Sony 
Trinitron 28in widescreen 
silver CRT TV.  Excellent 
condition, sharp picture.  
Includes stand.  £40 ono   
Telephone 01631 710787.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
MIRRORS Ikea boxed set 
of 4 wavy mirrors can be 
used separately or placed 
in line or square Bargain 
price,  £30 Telephone 
01631 720369.
SHELVING 2 metal dark 
green metal ornate shelves 
3 circular stands on each 
ideal for plants, books, 
conservatory, excellent 
condition,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720369.

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson 

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL                                                                          
DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.40 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful dogs 
and bitches suitable for 
adoption. These dogs 

are fully vaccinated and 
spayed/neutered. If you 
feel you could offer one 

of these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation is 
required.  Look forward 

to hearing from you.

• PEST CONTROL

MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk
Limited stock of Midgeaters available 

• Tiling
• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Joinery
• Landscaping
• Fencing

HS property
& garden 
maintenance

Telephone:
07894
993124

•  MAINTENANCE

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk
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•AQUA PROTECTION

GET THE JOB DONE RIGHT!
Wall Rendering -  Installation of all 
rendering systems to a fi nish of your choice
Wall Coatings -  Never need to paint 
the exterior of your property again !
Wall Insulation -  We can supply 
and install external wall insulation 
systems
Rising Damp -  We off er a damp 
proofi ng course treatment to eliminate 
the problem
Penetrating Damp -  We off er a 
damp proof course treatment with a 25 
Year Guarantee

New Roof - We supply and install new 
roofs to any size of property
Flat Roofi ng - Flat roofs now available 
with a Life Time Guarantee
Roof Coatings - We off er a 15 Year 
Guarantee with our roof coating service
Roof Cleaning -  We off er a roof cleaning 
service for any size of properties in your area
Solar Power Roof Tiles -  Get paid 
to produce your own electricity

We off er Free Quotes and Advice on all services above 
Call us now on 08450 569 374 Open 24 hours

www.aquaprotection.co.uk

Work undertaken on all commercial 

and residential properties of all sizes.

PERSONALS

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
  Covering Glasgow, 

Argyll and the Islands

We provide a friendly and reliable service to all our customers

• Rewiring & New Builds
• Commercial & Industrial Installations
• Periodic Inspection & Testing 
• Portable Appliance Testing 
• Electric Heating Installations
• Lighting & Emergency Lighting
• Fire Alarm Installations

• Door Entry Systems
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Service & Maintenance
• Hazardous Areas Installations
• Trace Heating Installations
• Data Network Installations
• Industrial Electrical Automation

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

      SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS AND CURTAINS
 • Tracks & Poles
 • Complete fitting service
    • Free Estimates

‘And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand 

before God; 

Is your name written in

YOU ARE KNOWN UNTO GOD!

Why not visit
www.Bethanyfortwilliam.co.uk

•ARGYLL STONE

• DRIVEWAYS

50%
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

No Job too big or too small

A&

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
LANEY AMP with two 
mics, £45 Telephone 07985 
620485.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
TERRY TOWELLING  
NAPPY SET all unopened. 
Pack of 12 prefolded cotton 
nappies & covers + pack 
of 6 rectangular nappies. 
Nappy soak, bucket, pants 
etc.,  £25 Telephone 01631 
563387.

 BICYCLES
GIRLS BIKE and helmet 
(primary school age),  
£25.99 Telephone 01546 
603654.
RACING BIKE Zed Quake, 
26 inch wheels, road tyres. 
Shimano 21 gears. Cost 
£300. Great bike in good 
working order. Seldom 
used,  £49.95 Telephone 
01855 811714.

 BOOKS
JOHN GALT Annals of the 
Parish. T N Foulis 1911, 
second edition, hardback 
vgc, all colour plates intact,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
740334.
JOHN GALT The Provost.  
T N Foulis, October 1913, 

Spine faded, all colour 
plates intact,  £10 Telephone 
01631 740334.
PAPERBACK BOOKS 
50 G/Cons 8 variety,  £20 
Telephone 01631 563188.

 BRIC-A-BRAC
ORANGE POTS with lids 
- le Creuset set of 5,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 603654.

 BUILDING / DIY
FLOORING 25.5sqm, 

(ex Howdens) ono,  £45 
Telephone 01631 730431.
TOOLS 2 transformers, 
never used, one Nu-Tool, 
100PSi, 6ltr, 1.5hp ono,  £75 
Telephone 01631 730431.
WARDROBE LOUVRED 
DOORS 8 off complete with 
matching overhead louvered 
storage doors in light 
varnished wood, excellent 
condition, virtually unused,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
720250.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
THULE  LOAD  BARS 135 
cm min width , traditional 
square load carrier bars, 
plastic coated black 
complete with standard 
gutterless mounting feet,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
720250.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

BLACK SUIT two piece, 

£49.99 Telephone 07985 
620485.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

LEXMARK COPIER with 

£49 Telephone 07876 
704075 (Tarbert).
PC TOWER EVESHAM 
2.9 Ghz Athlon , 80Gb 
Hard drive, 768 Mb Ram , 
DVD/CD-RW, Window Xp 
Sp3 , 8 X USB 2.0, Internet 
ready, good machine,  £49 
Telephone 01546 605251.
TRANSFER MY PC KIT 
Transfer your data easily 
from one PC to another. 
Cost £40. Brand new in 
box. All cables, disc and 
instructions. Bargain,  £15 
Telephone 01855 811714.
WIRELESS MODEM 
ROUTER Belkin G. Brand 
new in box, cost £40. All 
leads and disc, never used, 
grab a bargain,  £9.99 
Telephone 01855 811714.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

HAND HELD STEAMER 
Brand new in box, cost £40. 
Attachments for cleaning 
textiles, glass, tiles, cookers 
etc. Instruction book, grab 
a bargain,  £9.99 Telephone 
01855 811714.
P O R T A B L E 
DEHUMIDIFIER Absorbs 
10 litres moisture in 24 
hrs. 12x12x18 inches, 
white, on castors. Boxed, 
instructions. Perfect 
condition. Cost £100,  £25 
Telephone 01855 811714.

 DOMESTIC PETS
ENGLISH POINTER 
puppies, KC registered, 
mother excellent working 
dog - can be seen. £500   
Telephone 07823 321648 
(day) 01880 820883 
(evenings)  
JACK RUSSELL puppies, 
lovely, happy, healthy 
pups, well fed and wormed, 
fully weaned and ready to 
go, males only £150 each.  
Telephone 01546 603770 
or  07766 535569.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPLETE HOME 
OFFICE as new, two desks 
and corner unit all with 

cabinet, buyer collects,  
£500 Telephone 01631 
565144.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

Bath new ideal standard WC 
and half inset hand basin. 
Offers  Telephone 01631 
730431².

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

SPANISH LANGUAGE 
COURSE cassette tapes 
and books. All in box,  £5 
Telephone 01855 811714.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk,   
Telephone .

 MISCELLANEOUS
BOWLS set of bowls size 
1,  £35 Telephone 01546 
606332.
CARAVAN UNDER £250 
12FT Sprite caravan with 

suitable small workshop 
,  Free Telephone 01631 
730431².
LARGE SUITCASE (black) 

£25 Telephone 07765 
685642.
MOBIL 1 OW/40 OIL 5 
litres, fully synthetic,  £30 
Telephone 01852 200346 or 
07712 051905.
RECYCLED GLASS 
storage jars and cork lids, 
3 small, 4 medium, 1 large, 
1 spaghetti and 1 super 
tall spaghetti jar,  £23.99 
Telephone 01546 603654.
SECURITY 2 old, heavy 

approx. Offers,   Telephone 
01631 730431².
WALKIE TALKIE 
Motorola Radius GP 300 
model. One only. Charger, 
three batteries and leather 
case/strap included, good 
working order,  £15 
Telephone 01855 811714.

 MOBILITY
STAIRLIFT Atlas stairlift, 
serviced ,  £300 ono 
Telephone 01631 730431².

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

BRAKE FLUID high 

litre, seal not broken,cost 
£10 ,  £5 Telephone 07747 
492780.
BRAKE PADS 2 rear brake 

over 6oocc, brand new 
still in box, cost £18,  £10 
Telephone 07747 492780.
BRAKE PADS 4 front brake 

motorbikes over 6oocc, cost 
£30,  £20 Telephone 07747 
492780.
ENGINE OIL motor cycle 
10w40 engine oil, brand 
new, seal not broken,4 
litres cost £20 sell ,  £10 
Telephone 07747 492780.
GLOVES motor cycle, 
large, pair ,  £10 Telephone 
07747 492780.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

CALLAWAY GOLF 
CLUBS full set Callaway 
steel head (left-handed) 3 
Sandwedge, new condition, 
£150 for quick sale,   
Telephone 01631 563005.

 PET ACCESSORIES
NEW RABBIT STARTER 
KIT brand new indoor 
rabbit cage, 4kg bag of food, 
water bottle and tunnel,  £30 
Telephone 07729 738436.

 POWER TOOLS
HOT AIR GUN Brand new 
in box. 3 year guarantee, 4 
nozzle attachments. Ideal 
for paint stripping, plastic 
moulding, and electrical 

01855 811714.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

COLOUR COPYING 
A4 or A3, single/double 
sided, reduce/enlarge, from 

email. A4 copies from 25p. 
Call Krisp Print,   Telephone 
01586 554975.

ENVELOPES Wide range 
of sizes and colours, sold 
individually or boxed.  For 
details call Krisp Print,  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 WANTED
COPPER BRASS lead, 
stainless steel, zinc, all types 
of cable, household and 
armoured, top prices paid,  
Telephone 07770 724851 or 
08009 596482 ².
E X P E R I E N C E D 
WORKING COLLIE dog or 
bitch, for hill farm on Mull,   
Telephone 01681 700324 or 
700350 (evenings).
SCRAP METAL all types of 
scrap metal, we uplift cars, 
call Mr Cook, West Coast 
Scrap Metals,  Telephone 
01499 500638 / 07774 
621917.
TOP SOIL good quality 
garden top soil, can collect,   
Telephone 01546 602186.
WANTED Disabled 
speed freak seeks electric 
scooter. Must do 8mph.
Call 01583 431490

I would like to thank all 
friends and colleagues 
on Mull and at Oban 
Child Health for all 
the gifts and cards I 

received when I retired, 
also thank you for the 
afternoon tea on Mull 

and lunch in Oban.
Maggie Robson

Happy 30th 
Birthday Iain.  

Age is only a 
number!

All my love Lindsay 
and family x
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

UNITED Auctions sold 473 store and breeding cattle and 
119 cows at Stirling last Wednesday when trade continued 
to rise.

Bullocks averaged 162.12p (+6.85p) and sold to 198.8p 
per kg for a 259kg Simmental cross from Graystale and 
£1,000 for a 557kg Aberdeen Angus cross from Easter 
Tullyfergus.

Heifers averaged 165.62p (+4.2p) and sold to 180.6p per 
kg for a 382kg Limousin cross from Craigend and £850 for 
a 544kg Belgian Blue cross from Creechan Park.

Cast Cows  averaged 97.02p and sold to 144.3p and £955 
for a BBX from Ballechin.

Forward Cattle  averaged 123p and sold to 130.3p per kg 
and £820 for a AAX from Lindsayston.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts sold 169 store and 
feeding sheep at Dingwall 
last Wednesday when 
all classes of sheep sold 
extremely well.

Lambs averaged £57 and 
sold to £74 for a Suffolk 
cross from Woodleigh, 

Croy.
Ewes averaged £58.03 and 

sold to £84 for Cheviots 
from Bogburn Farm, 
Duncanston.

Feeding sheep averaged 
£58.57 and sold to £79 
for Cheviot rams from 
Rhidorroch, Ullapool.

UNITED Auctions sold 1,951 prime sheep including 1,405 
lambs averaging 160.8p and 546 ewes and rams at Stirling 
last Thursday.

Texel lambs from Hardiston sold to £85 and to 186p per 

£84 and 166p per kilo Little Raith.
Hardiston also sold Beltex lambs to £74.50 and to 177p 

while Doune sold Mules to £60.50.
Texel ewes from Killocraw sold to £106.50, Texel rams 

from the same home sold to £126, while Ardtornish sold 
Cheviots to £69.50 as did Yorkston.

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd sold 147 
store cattle and three young 
bulls at their weekly sale at 
Stirling on Monday.

Bullocks averaged 155p 
per kilo and sold to 183p 
per kilo (twice) for a 385kg 

Balloch and two 285kg 

Limousins from Heads, 
Strathaven and £900 for 
a 550kg Aberdeen Angus 
from Greystone, Doune.

Heifers averaged 153p per 
kilo and sold to 175p per kg 
for a 360kg Limousin from 
The Acres, Cambuslang and 
£680 for a 390kg Limousin 
from the same home.

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd sold 172 prime cattle 
including young bulls and Over 30 Month cattle, 78 cast 
cows and bulls at Stirling last Thursday.

Bullocks averaged 166p per kg and sold to 194.5 p per kg 
for a 550kgs Limousin from Mains of Cultmalundie, Perth 
and to £1,250 per head for a 685kgs from Kinneil Mill, 
Linlithgow.

Heifers averaged 171p per kg and sold to 198.5 p per kg, 
for a 535kg Limousin cross from Easter Auchtermuthill 
Farm, Muthill and to to £1182 for a 710kgs Limousin from 
Meadowend Farm, Clackmannan.

Young bulls sold to 166.5p per kg from Clatto Farm, 
Kennoway and to £1,210 per head for a 745kgs from 
Easterton, Kirkintilloch.

OTM cattle sold to 153.5p per kg and £1192 per head from 
Newton of Ballunie Farm, Coupar Angus.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts 
Ewes
SuffolkX: Cnoc Na Moine, 
Killimster, and Logie, Muir 
of Ord, £80; 
L l e y n : C o r r i m o n y , 
Glenurquhart, £76; 
Cheviot: Easter Rarichie, 
Fearn, £75; 
Blackface: Corrimony, £64.
Gimmers:
SuffolkX: Cnoc Na Moine, 
£70
TexelX : 4 Edinbane, Isle of 

Skye, £62; 
Cross: Guisachan Farm, 
Cannich, £61.
Rams:
Suffolk: Cnoc Na Moine, 
£68.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg Todhall £390, 
West Yett 180.4p; 
251-300kgs Auchenkiln 
£570, Graystale 198.8p; 
301-350kgs Graystale £650, 

351-400kgs Laighpark £725, 
186.9p;

401-450kgs Renton Home 
Farm £790, 185.4p; 
451-500kgs Renton Home 
Farm £805, 178.1p; 
501-550kgs Easter 
Tullyfergus £960, Carwood 
180.2p;
551-600kgs Easter 
Tullyfergus £1000, 172.7p; 
601-650kgs  Easter 
Tullyfergus £1000, 160.8p.
Heifers
Up to 250kgs Fearns £320, 
Todhall 138.2p; 
251-300kgs Hangingmyre 
£505, 170.60; 
301-350kgs Laighpark £620, 
176.6p;
351-400kgs Craigend £690, 

180.6p;
401-450kgs Craigend £750, 
Laighpark 180.2p; 
451-500kgs Easter 
Tullyfergus £700, Creechan 
Park 142.7p; 
501-550kgs Creechan Park 
£850, Patrickstone 155.8p.
Cows:
Ballechin (BB) £955, 144.3p; 
Easter Moffat (Lim) £925, 
124.7p; Meikle Camoquhill 
(MB) £855, 102p; Penston 
(Sim) £845, 117.3p; Meikle 
Finnery (Ho) £825, 95.52p; 
Kipperoch (AA) £785, 
115.8p; Patrickstone (Cha) 
£775, 114.6p

Store trade maintains rise at Stirling

Sheep stay in demand at Dingwall sale

Killocraw Texel ewes sell to £106.50

Balloch Limousins sell to 183p per kilo at 
Caledonian Stirling

Caledonian prime sale

Market reports

SUNART and District Agricultural Society 
(SDAS) staged its annual stockjudging and sheep 
clipping on Saturday.

The venue for the event, sponsored by Julian 
Morris, Strontian, was changed this year to Keil 
Farm Ardgour where host Johnny Boyd provided 
a very pleasant day for all present.

There were 10 junior entries, 15 ladies and 27 
gents making a total of 52 entries. 

The winners were: junior, Chloe Curtis; ladies, 
Jo Newman and gents, Archie MacColl.

The shearing went very well with eight 
competitors showing off their skills. James Laurie 

SDAS secretary Denise Anderson said: ‘We 

right up until we were handing out the trophies, 
and by that time we did not care.

‘Our thanks once again go to Johnny Boyd, our 
sponsor and our team of helpers for making the 
day a success.’

James Laurie from Ardtornish is presented with his cups by Cathie 
‘Doe’ Cameron

Sunart hosts 
annual
stockjudging
competition
52 enter at Ardgour

CONFUSION over the use 
of red diesel by farmers 
attending agricultural show 

following meetings between 
HM Revenue and Customs 
(HMRC) and the National 

Farmers Union Scotland 
(NFUS).

Farmers and growers will 
now be able to legitimately 
use red diesel in machines 
such as tractors and 
telehandlers for travelling 

to, from and participating in 
agricultural, horticultural or 
forestry events; educating 
and developing skills within 
the industries; and promoting 
the industries to the general 
public.

The rules will let farmers 
and growers take part 
in events such as local 
ploughing matches and use 
their machinery for activities 
including setting up their 
local show.

Confusion over use of red diesel at shows and events clarifi ed

Sinclair 
drives to 
success on 
Argyll Stages

SPECIAL REPORT
by

CAMPBELL CAMERON

AT THE end of an Argyll 
rally dedicated to one of its 

Argyll crew stood at the top 

time.
Shaun Sinclair from Connel 

of the Rally of Argyll after 
leading from the start. 

Over the years the Argyll 
rally has had various guises - 
the latest is Mull Car Club’s 
Rally of Argyll.

Well run
The plan was simple - move 

the January forest stages 
event off the island – and on 
to the mainland and create a 
rally in July that is capable of 
being included in the Scottish 
Rally Championship. 

That they achieved with 
a slickly run and well-
executed event that must 
have impressed the observers 
attending.

If a vacancy exists in next 
year’s championship, it’s 
hard to see where a better, 

rally can be found.

tribute to local rally driver 
John Allan, who, it was 

but following his recent 
death Mull Car Club decided 
to dedicate the rally to his 
memory.

From the off, Sinclair and 
his co driver, Chris Hamill 
decided attack was the only 
way. 

Set the pace
‘We have made a habit on 

rallies of getting a steady 
start,’ explained Shaun. 

‘But today we had the 
number one on the car and 
I said to Chris we must set 

- and that’s what we did.’
Sinclair set his mark on 

the event with three fastest 
times over the stages of 
Loch Avich, Inverleiver and 
Kilmichael.

That was 31 seconds 
gained in just over 18 miles 
of Scotland’s most scenic 
stages.

Initially Andy Horne gave 
chase but fell by the wayside 
in his Metro 6R4 lookalike - 
the DAM 4100. 

Paul Benn from 
Cockermouth and Donnie 
MacDonald from Inverness 
took up the pursuit and 
on stage four the chasing 
c a v a l r y  a d d e d  S t e v e n 
Lockhart to their charge 
pushing Sinclair back into 
fourth fastest time - but 
that only clawed back three 
seconds from his overall 
lead.

Sinclair showing his 

superiority again by six 
seconds - almost a second a 
mile faster than Benn. 

Trophy win
The Cockermouth man had 

another shot on stage six. 
Five seconds claimed back 
was his reward. Could he 

stage? Both gave it a real go. 
Benn took best time and 12 
seconds from Sinclair but that 
left the rose bowl destined 
for a dining room table just 
north of Oban - not heading 
back to Cockermouth. 

‘It is the best rally I 
have ever driven,’ said 
Shaun, cracking open the 
Champagne. ‘I enjoyed it 
right the way through and it 

Magnanimous in victory, 
he praised the whole team’s 
effort but especially that 

of co- driver Chris Hamill. 
‘He is just so good - so 
disciplined - if he says 

Of the rest - Oban can be very 
proud of the Team Lockhart 
brothers, Steven and Kevin.

was top six all the way and 

Oban.
Top six on stage one and it 

would have been fourth - but 
that is not to take away from 
an effort that brought a tear 
to dad’s eye. More will come 
from this family business 
now they have a trophy at 
the top end of a major rally.

Steven Clark came all the 
way from Holywell in Wales. 

third, no drama and a podium 

Shaun Sinclair and co-driver Chris Hamill are the fi rst home winners of the Rally of Argyll. Picture by Daniel Forsyth

Jim Carty drove the late John Allan’s Ford Escort MK2 
as course car on the event. Picture by Daniel Forstyth

The Lockhart brothers represented Argyll well with a strong fi nish. 
Picture by Daniel Forsyth

FOR SALE ON BEHALF OF A CLIENT

JCB Farm Special Loadall 526s 
(2002 model)

8 Ritchie Heavy Duty Galvanised 
Feed Rings

3 Watson Feed Bins/Trailers

Allman Unibuilt 635 Sprayer

MF 4345 Tractor (2002 Reg)

JCB Sitemaster Turbo 4 w/d 
(1993 model)

All of above have been well maintained 
and are in very good condition.

Enquiries to D Morrison – 
Mobile 07771 644507
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SHINTY

Ronald Ross gets 
national job

RUGBY

Rugby club looking 
for new players

FOOTBALL

Lochaber Welfare League as of Monday July 12
   P   W   D   L   F   A  Pts
Celtic   12  11   0   1   56  22  33 
Malaig   11    7   0   4   41  35  21
Ballachulish  12    6   2   4   35  32  20
Fort William Under 17s 12    5   2   5   39  36  17
Lundavra  12    4   4   4   27  36  16
Ardnamurchan  10    4   0   6   21  19  12
Rangers   12    3   2   7   33  44  11
Caol United  13    1   2  10  28  54    5     

RETURNS from Fort 
Augustus Golf Club for 
Saturday July 10.

Captain’s Prize:1, Gordon 
MacDonald 74-8=66; 2, 
Andrew Gilchrist 73-
6=67(BIH); 3, David 
McEwan 83-16=67.

RETURNS from Fort 
William Golf Club for 
weekend July 10 and 11.

Saturday July 10 Ben 
Nevis Motors Singles: 
Gross scores – 1, Ian 
McCallum 72; 2, Duncan 
Rogers 76; 3, Gary Dunlop 
77. Net scores – 1, Ian 
McCallum 72-7=65; 2, 91-
24=67; 3, Duncan Rogers 
76-8=68.

Sunday July 11 Super 
Seniors Cup: 1, Ken Jerram; 
2, Bill Henderson.

RETURNS from the 
Dragon’s Tooth Golf Club 
for their monthly medal on 
Saturday, July 10. 

1, Robert MacKinnon 
71-9=62; 2, Bill Bryce 
83-18=65(BIH); 3, Scott 
McCombie 93-28=65.

Ballachulish Golf Club 
will hold their July medal at 
the course this Sunday.

KINLOCHLEVEN Bowling Club trio of 
Alan Lawrie, Keith Brannagan, and Mavis 
Fletcher won Millie’s Memorial Shield 
at the Railway Bowling Club’s green at 

competition.
The shield, in memory of Kinlochleven 

bowler Millie Strangeways, who was also 
a member of the Railway Bowling Club 

SHINTY legend Ronald 
Ross has been promoted 
to national development 

Association.
Ronald, who previously 

held the position of 
Highland development 

promotion and development 
of shinty across Scotland. 
He will work alongside the 
Camanachd Association’s 
two regional development 

Bute and the Highlands. 
Camanachd Association 

President Duncan Cameron 
said: ‘This is a highly 
deserved promotion for 
someone who has shown 
the Camanachd Association, 
and the sport of shinty as 
a whole, a huge amount of 
dedication’.

Gillian Currie has been 
appointed as Highland 

a temporary basis until a 
permanent replacement is 
found.

GLENELG Primary School’s shinty team has returned from 
the Glenurquhart Shinty Festival victorious after winning 
the Peter English Memorial Quaich.

The festival was held at Drumnadrochit on Saturday July 
3, and in the morning the children took part in a number of 
activities and skills competitions. After lunch, a tournament 

second-placed Lady Lovat Primary to win the quaich.
The trophy is named after the late Peter English, who 

was instrumental in establishing the festival, and also had 
a strong connection with the Glenelg area. Peter’s brother 
Bob presented the children with their trophy.

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
is looking to recruit new 
players of all abilities as 
training gets underway for 
season ahead.

Pre-season training for 
all senior players started 
on Saturday, July 7 at The 
Black Parks and additional 
sessions every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 7pm have also 
been organised. 

Training will take place 
at the Black Parks until the 

maintenance at Banavie 
and players are advised to 
meet up and change at the 
clubhouse before travelling 
over to the training pitch.

Any player wishing to join 
the friendly and social club 
is welcome to come along 
and introduce themselves 
to coach Charlie Donaldson 
and club captain Blair 
MacRaild.

The 1st XV play in the 
Caledonian 2 North West 
League of the Scottish 
Hydro Electric League. For 
further information visit 
the clubs website, www.
lochaberrfc.co.uk.

FORT Manager Calum 
MacLean is looking for 
winger Sean Ellis to repeat 

2010-11 campaign.

played a key role as Fort 
grabbed a hatful of points 
at the end of last season in a 
late charge which saw some 
of the Highland League’s top 
sides put to the sword.

Free-kick specialist Ellis’s 
goals would have graced any 
stadium, let alone Claggan 
Park – and MacLean is keen 
to see him make his mark 
right from the start.

On Fire
He told The Oban Times: 

the end of the season and we 
need more of the same from 
him at the beginning. 

‘I would like that 
consistency he showed to 
be there throughout the 
campaign, because it’s 

CELTIC have won the 
Lochaber Welfare League 
after a 2-0 victory away to 
Mallaig on Friday night.

Although nearest rivals 
Mallaig have three games 
remaining, they cannot 
match Celtic’s points tally.

The Hoops have shown 
remarkable consistency 
throughout the season, 
winning all but one of their 
games. They out-scored all 
the other teams and have one 
of the best defensive records 
in the league.

Celtic took the lead in 
the title decider after 35 
minutes, when a John Paul 
McCormack free kick 
from the halfway line was 
headed into his own net by 
the unfortunate defender 

Dragon’s Tooth GC 
GOLF

Fort William GC
GOLF

Fort Augustus GC
GOLF

Glenelg Primary School’s victorious shinty team with 
teacher Maggie Finlayson and Peter English.

Glenelg win at
Drumnadrochit

Sean Ellis: key man for Fort as the new season approaches.10_f29sean01

important that we try to get a 
few points on the board early 
on.

‘We have been training 
since June 22 and it’s been 
going well – the boys have 
been working hard.’

Warm-Up
Fort, though, could go 

game away at Oban Saints 
on Saturday without the 
services of talented young 
striker Sam Urquhart, who 
could join ex-Fort player 
Simon Shields at Clach.

MacLean’s men travel 
to Ayrshire the following 
Saturday to face crack junior 

Fort then face Muir of Ord 
in the North of Scotland Cup 
at Claggan Park on July 27 or 
28 before taking on Inverurie 
Locos away in their opening 
league match on July 31.

Ellis is key man as Fort 
hope to
get off

Hoops crowned Welfare champs

FOOTBALL

Simon MacDonald. The 
game remained tight until 
eight minutes from time, 
when Adam Watson scored 
to secure the win and the 
league title.

Manager Ronald Wegner 
said: ‘We’ve not started 
celebrating yet. We’ve 
still got games to play and 
more trophies to come, 
hopefully.’

Ardnamurchan were 
awarded a 4-0 victory after 
Lundavra cancelled their 
game on Friday night. 
Lundavra could not get 
enough players for the game 
to go ahead.

Fort William’s game 
against Rangers scheduled 
for Thursday night was 
postponed due to the heavy 

rain affecting the pitch at the 
BA Club.

Ballachulish comfortably 
beat Lundavra 5-0 at Jubilee 
Park on Wednesday night.

The game was close for 

Ballachulish went into half-
time with a one-goal lead 
thanks to Danny McIntosh’s 
strike.

Stronger Team
But in the second half 

Ballachulish proved to be the 
stronger team. Goals from 
Ian Fyfe, Roddy MacLean, 
a Mark Wilson penalty and 
McIntosh’s second of the 
night gave them the win.

Leaders Celtic suffered 

on Tuesday night, losing 6-2 
to Fort William U17s.

Logan Barker and Ian 
McLennan both scored 
hat tricks for Fort, who 
were 3-0 up at half-time. 
Celtic managed to claw two 
goals back in the second 
half through John Paul 
McCormack and a Leon 
Lopez penalty, but Fort 
scored three more goals in 
the last 20 minutes to secure 
the win.

Ardnamurchan beat Caol 

United 4-1 at Strontian on 
Monday night. Caol took 
the lead but Ardnamurchan 
hit back with Colin 
MacGillivray scoring the 

grabbing a hat trick. The 
defeat means Caol cannot 
catch the teams above them 

league.

Rebekah and Trisha present Alan, Keith and Mavis with Millie’s Memorial Shield
on Saturday. 

and passedaway in 2003, was presented 
to the winners by Millie’s granddaughters 
Rebekah, Trisha and Cody (not pictured).

Quite Fitting
Club secretary Gogs Hamilton told The 

Kinlochleven team won it.’

Kinloch trio win Millie’s Shield Ardnamurchan beat champions
BOWLS

HUNDREDS of spectators 
are expected to line the River 
Nevis on Saturday for one of 
Lochaber’s most daredevil 
charity events. 

The Glen Nevis River Race, 
in aid of Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue team, will see dozens 
of competitors negotiate the 

devices.
The rock-strewn route 

includes a 30-foot leap from 
the banking into a deep pool 
at the Lower Falls.

The river was reduced to a 
trickle by the dry spell, but 
recent rains have boosted 
water levels.

Frazer Coupland of 
organisers No Fuss Events 
said the event was ‘an 
achievable challenge’ in aid 
of a worthy cause.

He said: ‘It is vitally 
important that Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue raises 
funds annually to enable their 
volunteers to provide the 
back up of a professionally 
run rescue service, from 
the busiest team in the UK, 
when they need it. We are 
therefore urging those keen 
to take part in this iconic 
event to sign up as soon as 
possible so they can start to 
fundraise.’

Previous competitors 
include Blue Peter’s John 
Noakes, musician and TV 
presenter Dougie Vipond 
and star of TV’s Taggart, 
Blythe Duff. More than 3000 
people have taken part in the 
event since 1973.

RIVER RACE

Glen Nevis River
Race this Saturday

A R D N A M U R C H A N 
beat Lochaber Welfare 
League champions Celtic 
4-3 in Strontian on Monday 
evening.

Celtic took the lead through 
a Steven Howden goal. 
The home side then scored 
through Ian Roy and Liam 

FOOTBALL
Anderson. Darren Anderson 
increased their lead, but 
Celtic equalised with a 
goal from Leon Lopez and 
Howden’s second.

Liam Anderson struck late 
on to secure the win.

WITH winds varying 
from zephyrs to full gales 
this year’s popular Round 
Mull Race organised by 
Oban Sailing Club and co-
sponsored by Owen Sails 
and Ardfern Yacht Centre 
was certainly action packed. 

Celebrating its 25th birthday 

experienced the highs and 
lows of offshore racing. 

It was to be Donald 
MacKenzie’s race with his 
J125 Aunt Jessie winning 
the overall event steered by 
Jon Fitzgerald. Friday’s start 

to Tobermory started with a 
light air beat, but by Lismore 

swiftly to top 40 knots at 
times.

Several yachts retired back 
to Oban with damaged sails 
and for the remainder of 

gradually lightened up the 
Sound making for a pleasant 
end to the race. Jon Fitzgerald 
on the J Aunt Jessie stormed 
through to take the best 
corrected time overall and 
lifted the Mishnish Bucket.

Contrast
The contrast on Saturday 

could not have been greater 
for the leg from Tobermory 
to Bunessan. With no wind 
at the start in Tobermory Bay 

and then on to Glengorm 
before a light breeze allowed 
spinnakers to be set all the 
way to Bunessan in sunny 
conditions. Bill Hogg’s 
seven-metre Zaleda won the 
best corrected time overall 
to lift the Bunessan Hall 
Trophy. 

Race participants enjoyed 
an excellent ceilidh dance and 
buffet provided in Bunessan 
Hall that supported the Ross 
of Mull Historical Society.

The gale forecast came in 

back to Oban with big seas to 
contend with off the entrance 
to Loch na Lathaich. Some 

with many retiring back to 
the shelter of the anchorage. 

For those that managed the 
punishing beat to the entrance 
of the Sound of Iona it was 
a relief as sails were eased, 

point off Frank Lockwood’s 
Island.

Billy Forteith Round Mull 
Race organiser thanked 
the sponsors, as well as 
Dimension Polyant sail cloth 
suppliers, Forteith Food 
Service and BP. 

He added: ‘We are 
indebted to Tony Ratcliffe 
and Northwest Marine for 
providing the committee 
vessel Headcorn and Phil 

his team. Without the efforts 
for all these we could not run 
this event.’ 

RESULTS: Fastest elapsed 
time Round Mull: The Mull 
Plaque – Aunt Jessie, Donald 
MacKenzie/Jon Fitzgerald. 
Fast Handicap Class : The 
Antique Schweppes Trophy 
– Aunt Jessie, Donald 
MacKenzie/Jon Fitzgerald. 
Medium Handicap Class: 
Royal Bank of Scotland Cup 
Kaparda, Gavin Shanks. 
Slow Handicap Class: The 
Jolanta Trophy, Marisca, 
Alistair Pugh. Restricted 
Sail: Brian Shellcock Trophy 
Calisa, Neil McDonald. 
Fastest circumnavigation: 
The Torran Rock Trophy, 
Aunt Jessie, Donald 
MacKenzie/Jon Fitzgerald. 
Fastest circumnavigation on 
corrected time Tidechaser, 
Mike Fletcher. Best overall 
points for amalgamated 
classes Royal Bank of 
Scotland Trophy: Aunt 
Jessie.

Overall winner Aunt Bessie, steered by Jon Fitzgerald. 

Action-packed
Round Mull Race

SAILING

24 SPORT Thursday 15 July, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

OT



Thursday 15 July, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 25SPORT

SHINTY

SHINTY

Fixtures Results  
Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 
3rd Round
Ft William P Oban Caman P  
Kyles 6 Newtonmore 3 
Inveraray 5 Skye 1  

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
Semi Final
Glenurquhart 2 Kyles 0

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Lovat 2 Bute 1   

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1   
Inverness 0 Kilmallie 8  
Kinlochshiel P Caberfeidh P 
Lochcarron P Strathglass P  
Lochaber 5 Beauly 1  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1   
Kilmory P Ballachulish P 
Lochside P Glenorchy P
Taynuilt 8 Inveraray 3  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kinlochshiel P Kilmallie P
Beauly P Glengarry P  
Newtonmore P Lovat P  
Skye 2 Fort William 2  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3   
Boleskine 4 Inverness 1  
Caberfeidh P Strathglass P
Lochaber4 Lochcarron 1 
Lochbroom 3 Ardna/chan 0 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Strachur  4 Bute 2
Tayforth 9 ColGlen 0

SHINTY

WITH both teams showing 
several changes to their 
recognised line-ups due to T 
in the Park, spectators were 
treated to a high scoring 
encounter at Taynuilt on 
Saturday.  

Inverary started best 
and shocked the home 
team with two goals in 

Fraser MacNicol and John 
Slaughter.  Fortunately 
for Taynuilt, coach Fraser 
Inglis had been drafted into 

double to level the scores.
Taynuilt then began to 

dominate the game and 
with the Inverary defence 
unable to cope with Inglis’ 
movement and pace, further 
goals followed from Stuart, 
Scott, Neil Gillies and 
Michael McQueen, plus 

another double from Inglis 
to leave Taynuilt ahead  7-2 
by half time.

The second half failed to 

excitement as petty fouls 
and players arguing with the 

the game.
All credit to Inverary for not 

giving up and after Michael 
McQueen had scored his 
second and Taynuilt eighth, 

with a goal from Chris Watt 

Final score: Taynuilt 8 
Inveraray 3

With both clubs having 
more than a team between 
them attending T in the Park 
and other games affected, 
the Camanachd Association 
may have to look at this 
problem for the future.

LOVAT took full points 
from the Premier division 
encounter against Bute at 
Kiltarlity on Saturday with 
the visitors having to play 
for the whole of the second 
period a man short after 
Roberto Zavaroni was sent 
off by referee John MacPhee 
two minutes off the half-time 
whistle.

Jamie Matheson put 
the home side in the lead 
after half-an-hour and the 
points looked to be staying 
with Lovat when Jimmy 
MacKenzie added a second 
goal 10 minutes into the 
second period.

Robert Walker pulled a 
goal back from the penalty 

of the tie but it was too little, 
too late.

This Saturday, both teams 
are back in league action 
with Bute facing Kyles at 
Rothesay while Lovat travel 
to Inveraray.

Lovat take points 
as Bute man red 
carded in fi rst half

INVERARAY progress in 
this season’s Camanachd 
Cup thanks to Saturday’s  
5-1 scoreline against Skye 
- but the match proved a 
lot closer than the full-time 
result suggests.

Only a great second-half 
performance saw the home 
side go through, with some 
excellent build-up play 
leading to four goals in an 
eight-minute spell after the 
interval.

Garry MacPherson had the 
opportunity to put Inveraray 
ahead from the penalty spot in 

SHINTY
Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 3rd Round

Inveraray 5 Skye 1

save from Skye keeper Jamie 
Gannon saw the sides remain 
level until minutes off the 
interval whistle when Euan 
McMurdo put Inveraray 
ahead. The lead lasted less 
than three minutes when 
Danny Morrison equalised 
for Skye and the teams had it 
all to do again in the second 
period.

With Skye having stayed 
overnight at Fort William 
to break their long jouney, 
Inveraray looked the much 
sharper team over the second 
45 minutes but it took until 
the 65 minute for their 

reward.
Grant Griffen netted 

Inveraray’s second, then 

came a rush of goals as 
MacPherson made no 
mistake with his second 
penalty of the tie in the 
70th minute; Griffen added 
another two minutes later 
and Russell MacKinlay 
struck almost from the restart 
to put the cup tie well out of 
Skye’s reach.

This weekend, Inveraray 
are at home in the Premier 
Division when they welcome 
Lovat to the Winterton, while 
Skye are away again, this 
time in North Division One, 
when they meet Inverness at 
the Bught Park.

RONALD Ross has been 
promoted from Highland 

National Development 

Association.
Ronald, who has been an 

employee of the Camanachd 
Association for over 10 
years, will now lead on the 
promotion and development 
of shinty across Scotland 
through increasing 
participation and supporting 
clubs.  He will work 
alongside the two regional 

in Argyll and Bute and the 
Highlands.

Camanachd Association 
President Duncan Cameron 
said: ‘This is a highly 

deserved promotion for 
someone who has shown 
the Camanachd Association, 
and the sport of shinty as a 
whole, a huge amount of 
dedication.  He is the icon 
of our sport, so who better to 
have lead the promotion and 
development of shinty to a 
national level than Ronald.’

Gillian Currie from 
Tighnabruaich has been 
appointed as Highland 

temporary basis through 
July and August to cover the 
time necessary to advertise 
and appoint a permanent 
replacement for Ronald.

SHINTY

Second-half goal rush 
takes Inveraray through

Skye’s ‘Nooie’ MacDonald proved he is one to ‘watch’ as he keeps Inveraray’s defence busy Picture - Jean Mustarde

Ronald Ross promoted to 
national development post

11-goals as Taynuilt take points

half at Tighnabruaich on 
Saturday kept spectators on 
their toes as Kyles Athletic 
proved once again why they 

beat on their home turf.
An inspirational second-

half performance from 
Kyles’ keeper Kenny 
MacDonald, plus shambolic 

by Newtonmore, ensured 
that the visitors are still 

at Tighnabruaich in more 
than four years.

David Cheyne opened the 
scoring for Newtonmore 
against the run of play after 

MacDonald capitalised 
on hesitant defending to 
equalise three minutes later.

As play swung from one 
end to the other, Cheyne was 

block by Kenny MacDonald 
to slip the ball home to 
regain Newtonmore the 
lead but again the visitors 
failed to grasp their gain for 
more than a few minutes as 
the pace of the home attack 
allowed Roddie MacDonald 
in for another equaliser.

Thomas Whyte then gave 

time on the half-hour as 
Newtonmore lost their grip 

MacColl netted twice in 
seven minutes, the pacy 
Kyles looked to have the cup 
tie wrapped up.

half to play, Danny MacRae, 
returning to the Newtonmore 
team after a long spell out 

SHINTY

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 

3rd Round
Kyles Athletic 6
Newtonmore 3

a ruck of players passed the 
unsighted keeper to keep the 
visitors in the hunt and they 
took the game to the home 
team for long periods of the 
second-half as they searched 
for two goals.

Kenny MacDonald 
produced a series of 
spectacular stops to deny 
Cheyne, MacRae and Evan 
Menzies as Newtonmore 
pounded the home goal but 
they repeatedly wanted too 
much time on the ball in 
front of goal which more 
than suited a well-marshalled 
Kyles defence.

With 20 minutes remaining, 
Kyles’ Duncan Kerr broke 

a swirling shot with eluded 
keeper Michael Ritchie to 
seal Kyles place in the next 
round of the Scottish Cup.

This weekend, both 
teams are back in league 
action, with Kyles heading 
for Rothesay which has 
not proved to be their 
favourite venue in the past. 
Newtonmore aim to pick-
up the pieces from another 
poor trip to Tighnbruaich 
when they face bottom-of-
the premier table Glasgow 
Mid Argyll at the Eilan - 
with the league leaders now 
having only the Premier title 
to focus on this season.

Kyles
net six 
to stake 
claim on 
Scottish
cup

Inspirational goalkeeping

maintains ‘More hoodoo
All throw ups 
2.30 unless stated 

Friday, July 16
Marine Harvest
North Division One
Lochcarron v Strathglass
John MacLeod 6.30pm

Saturday, July 17
Balliemore Cup Final
Kinlochshiel v Lochaber   
Deek Cameron
At An Aird Fort William 
4pm Throw Up

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 
3rd Round
Glenurquhart v Kingussie  
Ron Kennedy
Oban Caman v Fort William 
Duncan Kelly

Bullough Cup 
Semi Final
GMA v Lochside Rovers        
George O’Rourke

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
Semi Final
Lovat v Kingussie    
Graham Irving 

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Bute v Kyles Athletic         
Colin MacDonald
Inveraray v Lovat   
Ted McDonald
Newtonmore v GMA
Billy Wotherspoon 2pm

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1 
Kilmallie v Beauly  
John MacPhee 1pm
Skye v Inverness   
John Sloggie
     
Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Ballachulish v Inveraray  
Euan Pearson 1pm

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Glenurquhart v Kilmallie  
Evan MacRae 12 noon
Newtonmore v Glengarry  
Duncan Kerr 4pm
Skye v Beauly   
Russell Ross 
     
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Tayforth v Bute   
Billy Nimmo
Col Glen v Aberdour  
Dougie Cameron

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3   
Aberdeen U v Boleskine  
Ronnie Campbell
Lochbroom v Inverness  
Willie Anderson
Caberfeidh v Strathglass  
John MacLeod

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£650

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
N MacKenzie, Killin, Perthshire and H Binnie, Stirling
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Pupils and Boys 
join forces

FOOTBALL

BOWLS

Saints take on Fort
FOOTBALL

YACHTING

Dundee United win Keyline Cup

OBAN and Lorn Lions donated a shield to be awarded 
to the coaches’ player of the year for Sunday League 
side Galaxy FC. This year the shield was awarded to 
the whole squad for a terrifi c team eff ort this season.
Pictured is Rob Chipchase on behalf of Oban and 
Lorn Lions and the Galaxy FC squad. Captain Struan 
Macdonald holds the shield proudly.

 Erin Cherryl with the skate she landed.

OBAN Saints have arranged 
a friendly against Highland 
League side Fort William on 
Saturday.
 The game will take place 
on the rugby pitch at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm 
kick-off. Referee is David  
Mitchell.
 The following weekend, a 
party of around 30 play-
ers, coaches and committee 
from the Oban club head 
over to Uist where they will 
play two games as part of 
Southend’s 50th anniversary 
celebrations.
 Saints will play Southend 
on the Saturday and a Uist 
Select on the Sunday.

A 13-YEAR-old girl caught 
a skate weighing more than 
225lb while on holiday in 
Oban.

aboard the Benderloch-
based Gannet, run by Adrian 

Cherryl had caught was a 
trout on Loch Denny.

The Lennoxtown girl said: 

had only previously caught 
trout.

‘The best bit about the 
whole experience was 
reeling it in; I knew it was 

Erin catches
monster skate

THE ANNUAL Keyline 
Cup football tournament or-
ganised by Oban Saints and 
sponsored by Keyline Build-
ers Merchants took place be-
fore a large crowd of spec-

and Glencruitten Park, Oban 
last Saturday.
 The winners, after 15 games 
of competitive football, were 
Scottish Cup holders Dun-
dee United, who sent their 

nament.
 The Dundee side also took 
the Scottish Cup to Oban 
which proved to be a big at-
traction for the spectators.

at 11am with Oban Saints 
defeating St Johnstone 1-0 at 

McAuley goal.
 Hamilton beat Hearts by 
the same scoreline at Glen-
cruitten; Jordan Kirkpatrick 
netting for the Accies.
 Dundee United played their 

against last year’s winners 
Alloa Athletic with Andis 
Shala netting the only goal 
of the game for the Arabs.
 Oban Saints then took on 
Hearts with the local side 
putting on a good show 
against the Jambos, but the 
game ended goalless. 
 Jordan Kirkpatrick netted 
the only goal of the game as 
Hamilton beat Alloa.
 Two goals from Dundee 
United’s Francisco Sandaza 

dumped St Johnstone in the 
next game, then Oban Saints 
were very unlucky to lose by 
the only goal against Hamil-
ton Accies scored by Grant 
Gilliespie.
 Steve Reynolds netted the 
only goal of the game as St 
Johnstone defeated Alloa.

Exciting
 Dundee United and Hearts 
then fought out a goalless 
draw in an exciting encoun-

 Hamilton and St Johnstone 
drew 1-1 with David Hop-
kirk netting for the Accies 
and Chris Kain scoring for 
the Perth Saints.
 The Jambos then beat Alloa 
1-0 thanks to a Robert Ogle-
by strike.

 The amateurs of Oban 
Saints took on Dundee Unit-
ed in what turned out to be 
a cracking match with the 
Scottish Cup holders edging 
it 2-1 thanks to two penal-
ties scored by Jon Daly and 
Argentinian striker Damian 
Casalinouvo. Saints mid-

ted the best goal of the day 
with a stunning free kick.
 Hearts and St Johnstone 
then fought a goalless draw 
and two goals from Hugh 
Kerr and Jason Thomson 
saw Alloa defeat a tiring 
Oban Saints side 2-0.
 The tournament went right 
down to the wire with Dun-

dee United knowing a draw 
against Hamilton Accies 
in the last game of the day 
would be good enough to 
win the handsome Keyline 
Cup and this they achieved 
by virtue of a 0-0 scoreline.
 At the end of a superb 
day’s football, tournament 
organiser David Buchanan, 
thanked the sponsors, the 

for coming, before club vice 
chairman Angus MacPhee 
handed over the trophy and 
medals to the winners and 
runners-up.
 Conor McGlynchie from 
Hamilton Accies was voted 
player of the tournament.

Oban Saints midfi elder Willie Gemmell (No 10) bends a great free kick into the top corner of the Dundee United net during last Saturday’s 
Keyline Cup football tournament in Oban. United beat the local amateur side 2-1.   Photo: John MacTavish

THE FINALS of the 
Argyll and Bute Ladies 
Championships were held 
in Ardrishaig and Tarbert 
greens last Saturday.

Two Oban teams joined 
others from Rothesay, 
Campbeltown, Mid Argyll 
and Dunoon.

Oban’s singles champion 
Helen MacLean won 

Cath Lobo from Rothesay 
21 shots to 5.

The duo of Anne 
MacDougall and Flo Smith 
were also victorious, 
beating Nan and Joan 
Reynolds from Rothesay, in 
a hard fought game. These 
victories mean that next 
year the Oban ladies will go 
forward representing Argyll 
and Bute in the district 
matches.

On Sunday one of the 
club’s younger members, 
Andrew Forbes, joined 
a team of Tom MacRae 
and Cathy Crawford from 
Ardrishaig to win the cup in 
Ardrishaig’s Open Triples 
competition.

retaining their Argyll Cricket League title 
when they travelled to Arran on Sunday and 
emerged victorious against Sannox. 

Despite being inactive for three weeks 
due to games being cancelled, the Oban 
side showed few signs of rustiness as they 
produced a superb performance with bat and 
ball to win by seven wickets. 

accurate bowling from Oban. Allan Laycock 
and Andrew Leach grabbed a wicket each 
but it was the introduction of Davie Brown 
to the attack that swung the game in Oban’s 

DAVID McCuish 

MacCallum’s record of 
winning the Glencruitten 
Club Championship 11 
times after taking the title by 
19 shots at the weekend.

David won the scratch 
competition with scores of 
62, 64, 57, 63 = 246, to win 
his fourth championship in a 
row.

His Saturday six-under-par 
score of 57, David’s best 
ever in the championship, 
was the deciding factor in 
his convincing win.

Honour
David said: ‘To get 

mentioned in the same 
sentence as Kenny is an 
honour because everyone at 
the club looks up to him.

‘Kenny came up to 
me afterwards and said: 
‘Welcome to the club. It’s a 
very exclusive one; there’s 
only two members!’ 

July Medal Mens: 1st 
Angus Cowe -75-09-66, 2nd 
Donald Alan MacLean 87-
19-68, 3rd Donald Brown 
snr.76-08-68.  July Medal 
Juniors: 1st Lewis Wilshire 
-78-18-60, 2nd William 
MacCrone 81-19-62, 3rd 

Oban Bowling Club

GOLF

Kenny’s record
Runner-up to David was 

teenager Robert MacIntyre 
with scores of 63, 72, 64, 66 
= 265.

David added: ‘Robert is 
a real talent and if he stays 
with Glencruitten I’m sure 
he will be the next one to 
challenge the club record.’ 

The winner of the Senior 
Championship on Saturday 
was John MacCallum 
with scores of 63 and 61. 
The runner-up was Dale 
Robertson with two scores 
of 63.

The Club Handicap 
Championship was won by 
Malcolm Cullen with scores 
of 65, 66, 61, 64 = 256. 
The runner-up was Donald 
MacVicar with scores of 60, 
64, 66, 67. 

This Saturday there is to 
be a four-man Scramble at 
Glencruitten.

Results from Tobermory GC 

Ross Mac Crone 91-26-65. 
Ladies June Medal 

Centenary Trophy: Margaret 
Ingram won Scratch and 
Catherine Ann MacCrone 
won the Handicap.

GOLF

followed by three more in his spell of 
six overs and four wickets for eight runs.  
Sannox were eventually all out for 61. 

Chasing 62 to win, Nick Charlton, Allan 
Laycock and Sukanta Debnath all scored 

up beyond 50. Skipper for the day Tristan 
Carre scored the winning runs with a six 
to seal a comprehensive victory and leave 
Oban clear at the top of the Argyll League 
table.

Scores – Sannox 61 (D Brown 4-8); Oban 
66-3(A Laycock 28 not out). 

Oban on track to win league title

ANGLING
by the tug and I had never 
had to wear a harness to reel 

‘When I saw the skate, I 
just thought, ‘wow’.’

Erin said she would like 
to see more girls take up 

The skate, which was 
nearly two metres wide, was 
caught off the east of Mull.

Information about the catch 
has been sent to the Scottish 
Shark Tagging Programme 
and to the Scottish Sea 
Anglers Conservation 
Network.

FOOTBALL

RIVALS Campbeltown 
Pupils and Campbeltown 
Boys have amalgamated, 
with the newly formed 
‘B’ team beginning their 
campaign in the newly-
formed Scottish Amateur 
Football League non 
premier division three.
Both teams will assume the 
Campbeltown Pupils name 
and signed players can play 
for both teams. 
The new set up has 
been approved by the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
Association and Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
and both have been very 
supportive of the move to 
one club.

Coaches from Glasgow Rangers’ Murray Park training ground put Argyll 
youngsters through their paces recently when they visited Oban and Islay. 
Coaches Barry Donald, left, and Erald Krasniqi are pictured with the 34 
footballers who took part in the two-day Oban coaching session at Oban 
Community Pitch this week. The Rangers Roadshow is also visiting Aberdeen, 
Inverness, Orkney and Shetland, as part of a Scottish tour. 07_t29rang01

COMPETITORS are gearing 
up for this year’s 63rd running 
of West Highland Yachting 
Week (WHYW). 

Feeder races from Inverkip 
on July 30 and Gigha and 
Oban on July 31 bring the 

for the start of racing. The 
onshore après sail is based at 
the Lord of the Isles where 
a full day catering service is 
on offer with a range of food 
from the bar, barbecue and 
restaurant.

Music from the Mid Argyll 
Pipe Band will be followed 

from the Lord of the Isles 
to celebrate the launch of 
WHYW. The regatta starts 

from Craobh to Oban on 
August 1.

Internationally renowned 
band Skerryvore is to play 

Skipinnish Ceilidh House 
in Oban on August 2. Angus 
MacPhail of Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House said it was 
great to have Skerryvore 
playing on ‘home ground’. 
‘There is always a buzz when 
the West Highland Yachting 

Skerryvore is a big boost for 
the event,’ he said. 

Local band Chunks, 
playing at Oban Marina the 
night before, will also be 

All systems go for West
Highland Yachting Week

one of the headline events 

as well as entertainment at 
the Wide Mouthed Frog at 
Dunstaffnage Marina.

Recognising the 
sponsorship this year 
from Tobermory Single 
Malt Whisky, the Oban to 
Tobermory Race will be 
known as the Tobermory 
Whisky Race and the 
Tobermory Whisky Trophy 
will be awarded to the Class 
2 Series winner. The new 
IRC Class 1a Points Class 
will compete for the Ben 
Hiant Cup for the Series. 
The Oban Common Good 
Fund Cup will be awarded 

to the winner of the Class 
3a IRC Points Series. The 
Oban Common Good Fund 
also sponsors the Social 
Programme for WHYW.

Sponsorship to help 
run WHYW 2010 has 
come from Tunnocks, 
The Oban Common Good 
Fund, Tobermory Harbour 
Association, Tobermory 
Whisky and The Crown 
Estate. Caledonian 
MacBrayne also support 
the event as do West Coast 
Motors and BP Marine. Full 
details are available on the 
website www.whyw.co.uk

Rangers roadshow comes to Argyll

JULY Medal: 1 Arthur 
Holyoake 85 less 7 net 78; 
2 Andrew Bauld 95 less 15 
net 80; 3 George Campbell 
92 less 6 net 86; Css 74. 

S.P.Morrison Trophy: 
1 Scott Currie 71+70 = 
141; 2 Nigel Carmichael 
70+79= 149; 3 Alec 
Chasemore 76+75 = 151.

Islay Golf Club
GOLF

FRIDAY

14

18

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Heavy rain showers. Winds moderate south-westerly.

Temperatures 12ºC to 17ºC
Friday

Heavy rain showers. Winds strong westerly.
Temperatures 11ºC to 15ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Light rain but expect it to become drier

as the weekend progresses.
 Winds strong south-westerly. 
Temperatures 12ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, July 15, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 02.13 0.6 08.03 3.7 14.16 0.3 20.17 4.0
Fri 02.59 0.7 08.45 3.6 15.02 0.5 21.01 3.8                 
Sat 03.46 0.9 09.31 3.4 15.52 0.7 21.48 3.5
Sun 04.38 1.2 10.25 3.1 16.45 1.0 22.42 3.2
Mon 05.36 1.4 11.35 3.0 17.45 1.3 23.56 3.0
Tues 06.45 1.6 13.07 2.9 18.54 1.5 **.** *.*
Wed 01.41 2.9 08.07 1.6 14.30 3.0 20.13 1.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550
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