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Serving the west since 1861

Campaign 
to fi ght bid 
to control 
Oban Bay
Opposition is mounting to 
plans by CMAL to take con-
trol of Oban Bay.

A number of public bodies 
have joined forces to voice 
concern over the proposal by 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL) to take over 
the running of Oban Bay ‘to 
improve safety’.

BID4Oban, Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Alliance (OLTA) 
and Port of Oban Welcomes 
have jointly raised concerns 
over the plans to create a sin-
gle port authority for Oban 
Bay.

� e three organisations say 
they are worried the proposal 
is not receiving enough con-
sultation with the business 
and tourism industry and 
that there has been little 
public consultation.

CMAL has responded by 

organising a meeting for the 
business community of Oban 
in the Corran Halls at 6pm on 
Wednesday July 18.

A joint statement from 
BID4Oban, OLTA and Port 
of Oban Welcomes said: 
‘Access to Oban Bay must be 
maintained by pleasure and 
leisure cra� , kayakers, dive 
boats and commercial oper-
ators, as well as Caledonian 
MacBrayne’s ferry � eet.’

At the meeting Oban 
Bay harbour manager Paul 
Jennings will explain the 
rationale behind the proposal 
for CMAL to apply for a 
Harbour Revision Order. 
Lorna Spencer, director of 
harbours for CMAL, will also 
be there to answer questions.

� e statement from the 
three organisations added: ‘If 
the primary reason to change 
the existing arrangements 
under Oban Bay Management
Continued on page three 

Sine MacVicar proudly shows the MBE she was given at the Palace of Holyroodhouse.

Sine receives MBE from the Queen

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Highland 
games set 
for big day
� e World Caber 
Championships return to 
Inveraray Highland Games for 
the ninth year in a row.

Sponsored by the George 
Hotel in Inveraray, this 
prestigious event attracts high 
calibre athletes from Australia, 
New Zealand, Iceland, the 
USA, Canada and Germany 
to compete against Scotland’s 
home-grown talent.

With its beautiful location 
at the head of Loch Fyne, 
Inveraray Highland Games will 
be held on Tuesday July 17 in the 
grounds of Inveraray Castle.

� roughout the day there will 
be plenty of family entertain-
ment, great food and drink, 
souvenir shopping, side shows 
and a children’s activity tent.

� ere is the usual mix of track 
and heavy events to entertain 
visitors, while Scottish Highland 
dancing and solo piping will 
appeal to those with a more 
artistic bent.

Inveraray and District Pipe 
Band, reigning Grade One 
world champions, will parade 
through the town at 10.45am, 
with the main events starting 
shortly a� erwards.

Visit www.inveraray-games.
co.uk for more information on 
tickets, events and parking.

� e former head teacher of Dunbeg Primary 
School, Sine MacVicar, has received her 
MBE and met the Queen.

Sine, who devoted 44 years to the school, 
was awarded her MBE for services to educa-
tion and to the community of Dunbeg.

She was invited to the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse for the ceremony on July 3, 
where the Queen handed her the medal.

‘She actually spoke to me,’ Sine said, ‘and 

asked me how long I had been at the school. 
I said 44 years and she said that’s such a 
long time to be in the same school, and I just 
� nished o�  by saying I loved it.’

She added: ‘I am absolutely delighted. It 
was a special day and one that I will never 
forget, especially as Dunbeg Primary School 
and its community have been my life.’

Sine also won  a lifetime achievement 
award last year.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND 
ROVER BLAIR CASTLE 

INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS 
WITH CAMPING FOR TWO 

ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE 
RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

Sales of 
Rockfi eld 
community 
shares 
continue 
to rise

Is this 
Britain’s 
most 
remote 
curry 
shop?
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WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch the 
wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Land 
Rover Blair Castle International Horse Trials is sure to be an 
unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy camping Friday and Saturday night, including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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‘Under offer’ 
Kitchen Garden 
to be sold soon
Oban’s former Kitchen Garden 
building is under o� er and 
expected to be sold soon.

Since the deli cafe shut sud-
denly earlier this year it has le�  
a gaping hole in George Street.

News of the shop’s closure 
prompted more than 190 
Facebook comments from 
disappointed customers.

In April, the owners of 
Kitchen Garden appointed an 
interim liquidator. Records 
with Companies House 
showed in 2017 it owed credi-
tors £137,949.

Glasgow-based Christie & 
Co property agents con� rmed 

on Monday the premises were 
now under o� er but would not 
give details of the potential 
new owner’s identity, although 
locally it is believed to be an 
established businessman.

‘It is under o� er and is 
expected to be fully sold quite 
soon,’ said a Christie & Co 
member of sta� .

Meanwhile, a new stove and 
heating business is opening 
next month in the former 
premises of Oban Stove Centre, 
o�  Soroba Road. 

� e Oban Times reported 
jobs had been lost and stock 
was auctioned o�  when the 
centre shut in June. � e busi-
ness’s Stirling branch also saw 
jobs axed. 

Teresa Michie, who was man-

ager of the Oban Stove Centre, 
will now be manager of the 
new Oban Stove and Heating 
Services Company, due to open 
on Saturday August 4. 

‘It’s a new business with new 
owners. It’ll be the same style 
but we’ll be doing lots more,’ 
she said.

And an o�  cial opening date 
is expected to be announced 
next week for the new M&S 
Foodhall in Oban on the 
former Lidl site. All 40 job 
vacancies have now been � lled, 
said an M&S spokesperson, 
quashing rumours that � nding 
sta�  had been a struggle.

Work on the town’s new 
Premier Inn in Shore Street is 
progressing and an Argyll and 
Bute Council spokesperson has 

con� rmed it is in discussion 
with Travelodge, as well as oth-
er interested parties, a� er the 
hotel chain wrote to the local 
authority proposing a partner-
ship to build a £5 million hotel 
in Oban.

In February this year, � e 
Oban Times reported that 
Argyll and Bute Council was 
looking to team up with a busi-
ness partner to redevelop one 
or more of its current car parks 
to ‘maximise economic return’ 
on the land. 

� e three car parks were 
Oban Esplanade, adjacent 
to the Corran House and 
Westbay Apartments; the car 
park adjacent to Albany Street; 
and the car park in Tweeddale 
Street.

Members of Nae Straw Oban present Roxy’s Cafe with an 
award for ditching plastic straws. 

Pupils lobby businesses 
to ditch plastic straws
A group of S1 pupils from 
Oban High School have been 
lobbying local businesses to 
stop using plastic straws.

� e group is called Nae Straw 
Oban and consists of  Julia 
MacLeod, Brooke McCloskey, 
Kaelyn Shores, Anna 
MacDonald, Eliza Bavington, 
Iona Caldwell, Natalie Lopez 
and Jodi Anderson.

� ey have visited a number 
of businesses in the town with 
the goal of persuading them 
to stop using plastic straws 
and reduce the amount of 

plastic waste Oban produces. 
� e girls have been successful 
in managing to get a number 
of key businesses to pledge to 
stop using plastic straws, such 
as Roxy’s cafe.

In recognition of this, the 
girls awarded each business 
with a trophy which they can 
proudly display.

Teacher Fiona Wilson said: 
‘I am very proud of the girls, 
who have led this initiative 
by themselves with almost no 
adult input. � ey are credit to 
the school.’

Man found guilty of stalking family in Oban
A 25-year-old man has been 
found guilty of stalking a fam-
ily who live in the Oban area.

Vernon Davies, who has no 
� xed abode, pleaded not guilty 
to the charge when he ap-
peared in Oban Sheri�  Court 
on Wednesday July 4.

However, Sheri�  John Herald 
was satis� ed that Davies did 

stalk a 16-year-old girl and her 
family.

Sheri�  Herald said: ‘You 
are quite simply convicted of 
stalking. Perhaps people are 
not taking you as seriously as 
they should. When I say that, I 
rather suspect you are a person 
who requires more treatment 
than punishment.’

� e sheri�  deferred sen-
tencing in order for the court 
to obtain reports, including a 
psychiatric report.

Sheri�  Herald added that 
he was looking at making a 
compulsion order under the 
Mental Health Act.

Davies will be sentenced on 
August 29.

Monday saw 15 men 
get together in Oban 
for a ‘cuppa and a 
chat’, with the aim of 
helping each other 
through di�  cult times. 
The � rst Andy’s Man 
Club meeting in Oban 
was deemed ‘abso-
lutely fantastic’ by the 
organisers. 
The club is run 
by Diarmid ‘Des’ 
Macmillan and Billy 
Ferguson, and meets 
every Monday at 
7pm in Oban’s Hope 
Kitchen. Des said: 
‘Yeah, it was brilliant. 
[We had] 15 people, so 
more than expected. 
Very very positive and 
honest stu� .’ 
Alex and Adam, who 
run the Perth Andy’s 
Man Club, were in 
Oban to help with 
the � rst meeting. To 
� nd the page, search 
Andy’s Man Club Oban 
on Facebook.
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Continued from page one 
Group (OBMG) is safety, it 
should be based on a report 
prepared by an independent 
and impartial third party, and 
not CMAL, which clearly has 
a con� ict of interest.

‘We believe control of the 
harbour should not be with 
a single-interest, commercial 
entity. � e interests of all 
commercial and leisure users 
of bay must be considered on 
an equitable basis.

‘� ere has been insu�  cient 
engagement with all stake-
holders in Oban. Despite the 
considerable and increasing 
economic activity driven by 
marine tourism, few of the 
shore-based businesses have 
been engaged as stakeholders.

‘BID4Oban is calling upon 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
a member of OBMG, to 
pause the CMAL proposal 
until these concerns have been 
addressed.’

� e meeting next 
Wednesday is for the business 
community and is not open to 
the public.

� e join statement contin-
ued: ‘Marine tourism is devel-
oping in Oban and the town 
has worked hard to attract 
cruise ships, many of which 
anchor in the bay and use the 
new facilities at North Pier for 
tenders bringing passengers 
into Oban.’

OLTA chairman Calum 
Ross said: ‘We are aware of 
increased safety concerns 
following the upscale in ferry 
movements and the success 
of the North Pier short-stay 
transit marina, and our un-
derstanding was that OBMG 
had agreed to consider various 
options to improve safety for 
all vessels using Oban bay, 
including consideration for a 
single harbour authority.

‘We � nd ourselves sidelined 
in what should be an open 
debate with all the businesses 
in Oban whose livelihood is 
directly or indirectly a� ected 
by potential restrictions on 
leisure and commercial boats, 
and indeed kayakers.’

Andrew Spence, chief 
executive of BID4Oban, 
added: ‘CMAL is proposing 
a Harbour Revision Order 
(HRO) which would give it 
control over the whole of the 
bay and its approaches.

‘� is has potential impacts 
for all users of the bay and 
views are being sought about 
possible alternative methods 
for managing the bay, as 
well as protective provisions 
should the HRO go ahead.

‘We would urge all business-
es in the town to  attend the 
meeting as there are concerns 
that control over such a 
valuable and important asset 
should not be in the hands of 

one body.’
Neil Mackay, vice-chairman 

for Port of Oban Welcomes, 
said: ‘A huge amount of hard 
work  has gone into making 
sure cruise ship passengers 
and other � oating visitors can 
enjoy all the town has to o� er.

‘Our yellow-badge guides are 
already making an impact and 
we’re taking shore excursion 
inquiries for 2019 and 2020 
for walking tours which keep 
passengers in town.

‘Anything that might restrict 
cruise ship movements is to 
be considered carefully as this 
could halt, or indeed reverse, 
the economic gains we have 
made and undo all the good 
work put in by  volunteers to 
raise Oban’s pro� le as a cruise 
ship destination.’

Linda Battison, development 
agent for Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Cooperative (AITC) 
and marketing director for 
OLTA, added: ‘While safety 
must always be taken into con-
sideration, we are not aware of 
any major incidents in Oban 
bay and would caution against 
legislation that might have 
unintended consequences.

‘Better awareness of the 
OBMG’s Code of Conduct for 
the harbour is needed and an 
independent assessment of the 
perceived safety risks  should 
be made before considering 
Harbour Revision Orders.’

Oban bay opposition campaign

Boost for Rockfi eld Centre

Almost £75,000 has now 
been raised by community 
shares to refurbish the main 
building of � e Rock� eld 
Centre in the heart of Oban.

Tours of the main 
building are available 
on Saturdays, although 
other dates and times can 
be arranged.  Contact � e 
Rock� eld Centre FB page.

Meanwhile, anyone can 
� nd out more or buy shares 
at the community hut adja-
cent to the Rock� eld Centre 
charity shop from 11am to 
4pm Monday to Saturday or 
visit www.therock� eldcentre.
org.uk/invest

� e Rock� eld Cente has 
received a £20,000 cheque 
thanks to a funding part-
nership between BID4Oban 
and MacQueen Brothers 
Charitable Trust.

Each organisation has 
pledged £10,000 – with the 
investment being a mixture of 
cash and community shares.

Andrew Spence,   chief 
executive of BID4Oban, 
said: ‘Having all three or-
ganisations working together 
means we can ensure that 
the needs of the business 
community in Oban are 
taken into consideration 
with the future direction of 
the Rock� eld Centre and 
contribute signi� cantly to an 
area of the town which needs 
upgrading.

‘We are currently 
working with Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Economic 
Development to gain addi-
tional funding for the town 
centre regeneration and 
improvement.’

Gordon McNab, chairman 
of Oban Communities Trust, 
said: ‘We are delighted with 
the funding partnership 
and this substantial amount 
given by   BID4Oban 
and MacQueen Brothers 
Charitable Trust.

‘� is is recognition of how 
important Rock� eld Centre 

will be to Oban. Enterprise 
is an important part of the 
Rock� eld project. We aim to 
attract substantial numbers 
through our doors, locals 
and visitors alike, providing 
interesting, stimulating, 
educational and fun exhibits, 
as well as a range of events at 
the Rock� eld Centre.

‘It will be a major attrac-
tion. Instead of using the 
town as a gateway, people 
will remain, stay and spend. 
It will substantially bene� t 
the local economy.

‘We have seen that already 
with the number of visitors 
to our various exhibitions 
and events. Businesses will 

bene� t in all kinds of ways. 
BID recognises that and 
the potential income to be 
generated will percolate 
everywhere.’

Mr McNab added: ‘� ank 
you to all the people in our 
community who can also see 
that this is something very 
special.

‘Please keep on buying 
community shares which 
give you a vested interest in 
this exciting project. 

‘We are promising won-
derful things and we will 
deliver.’

Linda Fraser, of MacQueen 
Brothers Charitable Trust, 
said: ‘Future generations will 
bene� t from and appreciate 
the foresight of creating a fa-
cility to preserve and display 
our heritage and culture with 
the added bene� t of provid-
ing an attraction which can 
be enjoyed in our inclement 
weather.’

Graham MacQueen added: 
‘It’s so important that the 
business community recog-
nises the value the Rock� eld 
Centre will bring.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Left to right are Graham MacQueen, Gordon McNab, Andy Spence, Linda Fraser, Kay 
MacDonald and Joe Reich. 16_T28_Rock� eldcentre
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Enjoy the ultimate home 
improvement from the design 

specialists - Cairngormspecialists - Cairngorm
There has never been a better 

time than right now to make that 
home improvement you have 

been promising yourself.

Our specialists team of 
consultants will help you plan , 
design and decide on the best 

for you and your home.

PVCu Windows & Doors
Conservatories, Kitchens, Kitchen extensions 

for you and your home.

Why wait?
       Call today!

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545 315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894 956

Assurances 
are given over 
Connel Bridge
Upgrade options for Connel 
Bridge over the next � ve years  
include a full repaint, replac-
ing the concrete deck and in-
creasing the height clearance, 
says Transport Scotland.

Consultations will be 
carried out with stakeholders 
before any refurbishment is 
carried out and much of the 
proposed work would be un-
dertaken at night to minimise 
disruption to the  travelling 
public.

Questions over the lifespan 
of the bridge were raised 
at Ardchattan Community 
Council.

Members wanted to know 
how long the bridge can last 
and if there is a back-up plan.

Co-opted community 
councillor Willie Barnett 
fronted the question asking 
what Transport Scotland’s 
contingency plan was if the 

bridge was suddenly deemed 
un� t for purpose.

Ardchattan Community 
Council is now writing to 
Transport Scotland to � nd 
out about any replacement 
plan because ‘it won’t last for-
ever’, said convener Margaret 
Adams.

‘If the bridge goes down or 
is suddenly deemed un� t for 
purpose, North Argyll will 
have a serious problem,’ said 
Mr Barnett.

Last December, a lorry 
struck the bridge, forcing 
90-minute detours via 
Glencoe while engineers 
checked the structure.

� e Oban Times has also 
asked if there is a plan-in-
waiting to build a new bridge 
in the same location or  else-
where across the stretch of 
water and of any homes could 
be a� ected.

We were told the design life 
of bridges is 120 years but, 
with continued inspection 

and maintenance, Transport 
Scotland and BEAR Scotland 
would expect Connel 
Bridge to last considerably 
longer.  � e original struc-
tural elements of the bridge 
were built in 1903 with the 
roadway decking added later.

BEAR Scotland carries 
out checks at ‘appropriate 
frequencies’ to make sure any 
problems are identi� ed and 
remedied as soon as possible.

‘Signi� cant maintenance 
has been undertaken since 
2000, including repainting, 
corrosion repairs and work 
to the joints. � e regime 
currently in place will ensure 
the bridge operates in a safe 
manner and remains open to 
the travelling public. 

‘Consideration is currently 
being given to longer-term 
refurbishment options, and 
these will be developed in 
consultation with our key 
stakeholders,’ said a Transport 
Scotland spokesperson.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Tobermory lifeboat in 
70-mile emergency
Tobermory RNLI’s volun-
teer crew had a late-night 
‘shout’ to a yacht in di�  culty 
north of the Torran rocks o�  
Erraid.

At 9.51pm on Friday 
July 6, Tobermory lifeboat 
was requested to launch 
by Stornoway Coastguard 
following a ‘pan pan’ call by 
the yacht which had engine 
problems. � e yacht, with two 
people aboard, was becalmed 
north of the Torran rocks, an 
area made famous by Robert 
Louis Stevenson – it is where 
his � ctional character David 
Balfour is shipwrecked in his 
novel Kidnapped.

On arriving shortly before 

midnight, one of Tobermory’s 
volunteer crew went aboard 
the yacht to assist the crew 
in restarting the engine. � e 
lifeboat then escorted the 
yacht to a safe anchorage 
o�  Iona before returning to 
Tobermory where she was 
refuelled and made ready for 
service shortly before 3am, 
having spent just under � ve 
hours at sea, covering approx-
imately 70 nautical miles.

� is was the � rst service 
for Tony ‘Kiwi’ Spillane 
in his new role as one of 
Tobermory’s mechanics. 
Tony, from New Zealand 
originally, was passed out as a 
third mechanic in May.

Double call-out for Oban RNLI volunteer crew on Mora Edith MacDonald
Oban RNLI lifeboat Mora 
Edith MacDonald was 
called into action yesterday 
a� ernoon (Monday) twice in 
rapid succession.

� e � rst shout was to 
help a  yacht which had run 
aground, but shortly a� er 
being stood down, the vol-

unteer crew were tasked for 
a second time.

� e crew were � rst asked to 
launch at 3.28pm to a yacht 
with two persons aboard 
that had grounded on a rock 
to the north of the Isle of 
Jura.

� e lifeboat le�  with seven 

crew aboard but as it reached 
the south end of Kerrera 
it was established that the 
yacht had been assisted by 
another vessel.

Just a� er 4pm, as the life-
boat made her way back in 
to Oban Bay, the second call 
came in. A yacht with two 

persons aboard requested as-
sistance in the Firth of Lorn, 
just west of the Garvellachs.

� e crew arrived on scene 
by 4.45pm. A tow line was 
passed to the vessel and 
best course set for  Oban. 
� e lifeboat arrived in back 
in the bay at 6.52pm, when 

the yacht was transferred to 
an alongside tow, and safely 
berthed at the transit marina 
with the help of Oban’s 
Coastguard Rescue Team.

� e lifeboat then returned 
to the station where she 
was refuelled and ready for 
service again by 7.24pm.

The crew and support sta�  aboard the Harris vessel after it was delivered earlier this year.

� e o�  cial naming ceremo-
ny and service of dedication 
for the new Shannon-class 
lifeboat at Leverburgh 
RNLI will be held this 
Saturday, July 14.

� e vessel, named 
RNLB Stella and Humfrey 
Berkeley, will be formally 
handed over to the station 
on the isle of Harris by 
a representative of the 
Berkeley family, who are the 
main donors for the boat.

A number of guests will 
be there on the day but 
the public are also invited 
– locals and visitors. � e 
ceremony starts at 1pm but 
we would advise people to 
arrive early as parking close 
to the pier will be limited.

� e naming ceremony 
also coincides with 
Shannon Week, which is 
being held this week to 
mark � ve years since the 
� rst Shannon-class lifeboat 
entered the RNLI � eet.

Public asked 
to naming 
ceremony 
for Harris 
lifeboat
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Quadbike nuisance 
on Beinn Lora
Quadbikes tearing up and 
down the public track at 
Beinn Lora in Benderloch 
are putting people in harm’s 
way.

The nuisance was 
discussed at the recent 
Ardchattan Community 
Council meeting. 

The police have been 
made aware.

There have been numer-
ous sightings of bikes 
going up the footpath and 
a near miss with a man 
walking his dog was also 
reported.

Concerns over youngsters 
living in nearby houses also 
being at risk were raised at 
the meeting.

Plan submitted to 
demolish shop
Plans have been submitted 
to Argyll and Bute Council 
for the demolition of a shop 
on the island  of Mull, which 
would be replaced by a cafe 
and alternative retail outlet.

The premises is situated 
at land south-west of Fiadh 
Cottage in Lochbuie. The 
proposals have been lodged 
by Flora Corbett from the 
village.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Is this Britain’s most 
remote curry shop?
Could this honesty-box curry 
shed be Britain’s remotest 
takeaway?

Former marine engineer 
David Gill is living the dream 
a� er more than 25 years 
collecting authentic recipes 
from Indian crews aboard the 
ships he worked on.

� e self-taught chef, who 
moved with wife Joanne to 
Inverinan 10 years ago, has 
turned his passion for making 
curries into a nice little earner.

He has � lled the roadside 
shed next to his home with 
freezers to store his home-
made curries from bhunas to 
baltis and kormas to very hot 
vindaloos with room le� over 
for a fridge of spicy starters, 
sauces and pickles.

� e price-list is up on the 
wall and it works on an hon-
esty-box system, open from 
10am to 10pm every day of 
the year.

David Gill outside his Black Rock takeaway in Inverinan.

A door buzzer sounds 
whenever anyone calls but it 
has reached the stage when 
David can recognise regular 
callers just from the sound of 
their car engines.

‘We’ve heard of a curry 
restaurant somewhere near 

Knoydart but we think we 
could possibly be Scotland’s, 
if not Britain’s, most remote 
curry takeaway,’ said David, 
who is keeping up with the 
times and plans to soon start 
using sugar cane fully com-
postable takeaway tubs.

� e black-painted shed 
is right next to David’s 
Cairndubh home – the name 
translates to Black Rock – 11 
miles down a mostly sin-
gle-track road from Taynuilt, 
overlooking Loch Awe and 
surrounded by forest.

At � rst, passers-by spotting 
the Black Rock curries sign 
‘in the middle of nowhere’ 
stopped out of curiosity but 
since its � rst serving three 
years ago, it now has a hooked 
core of curry fans who just 
cannot stay away.

‘We’ve got one customer 
who comes once a month all 
the way from Campbeltown 
to stock up. We’ve got the 
locals, the holidaymakers 
staying nearby and we even 
get quite a few cyclists now,’ 
said David, who used to 
dodge the o�  cial o�  cers’ 
meals in white shirts, shorts 
and epaulettes on board the 
oil tankers to sit down with 
the crews and quiz them over 
their curry recipes.

Over the years, he has also 
come up with some of his 
own creations, including one 
he calls Sangandita, a light-
ly-spiced and slightly sweet 
chicken curry especially for 
beginners.

Not on the menu yet, is 
Korean favourite kimchi: 
stewed lettuce in heaps of 
chilli and garlic. 

‘It’s very much an acquired 
taste,’ added David, ‘but I’d 
like to spice it up and for 
people to be adventurous and 
give it a go.’

As many as possible of 
the ingredients used are 
locally-sourced, very soon 
the lamb too will come from 
� elds just a stone’s throw 
away.

‘Curries have always been 
a � rm favourite at home. 
Visiting family and friends 
said it was good enough to 
sell ... turns out they were 
right!’ said David.

Go to blackrockcurries.
co.uk to � nd out more.

Corran Halls packed for the Lego Club sale
� e Corran Halls was 
packed  on Saturday for the 
Lego Club’s table-top sale.

� e sell-out event was full 
with stallholders who had 
beauty supplies, household 
goods, DVDs and a host of 
other items on display.

� e sale was organised 
by Fee Shaw, who runs the 
Master Builders Lego and 
Creative Construction Club 
in Oban.

One notable stall involved 
two tables � lled with cakes, 
run by seven-year-old Eilidh 
Lawson. 

� e Park Primary pupil was 
raising money to help � nd a 
cure for a cancer.

Eilidh, who had 10 inches 
chopped o�  her hair earlier 
this year for charity, decided 

Fee Shaw 
organised the 
table top sale 
in aid of Oban’s 
Lego club. 16_t28_

tabletopsale01; inset, 
Eilidh Lawson 
who has raised 
£838.25 so far 
for MacMillan 
Nurses and 
Cancer Research 
UK. 

to raise money through 
her baking skills a� er four 
members of her family were 
diagnosed with cancer in the 
past six months.

Fee said: ‘It’s going well. We 
have got a good mix – that’s 
the feedback we have been 
getting. I just wanted to do it 
because there’s nothing in the 
area like it. No one seems to 
do car boot sales because of 
the weather.’

� e price of hosting a stall, 
and any donations collected, 

went to the Lego Club. � e 
club meets twice each month 
at the Rock� eld Centre and 
allows children, and adults, 
to let their imaginations 
run free. � e club also hosts 
themed events, such as wom-
en in engineering.

Fee explained that the club 
brings children of all ages 
together: ‘It’s a six-year-old 
explaining to a four-year-old 
about how a lighthouse keeps 
boats away,’ she said.

� e next Master Builders 
Lego and Creative Con-
struction Club will take place 
on July 14 from 10am to noon.

Following the sale, Eilidh’s 
mum said she had raised 
£838.25 for Cancer Research 
UK and MacMillan Nurses 
so far.
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Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has welcomed a CalMac 
Ferries management post 
being located within the ferry 
company’s network. � e 
move would allow for the job 
to be located in the islands.

� e comhairle has been 
calling for CalMac to locate 
some of its senior posts in 
the islands to provide an 
economic boost and lead 
to overall improvement in 
service performance.

CalMac is advertising 
for a corporate social 
responsibility manager to be 
based ‘within the CalMac 
network with travel around 
the network’.

Councillor Uisdean 
Robertson said: ‘� is is a 
small but welcome develop-
ment and will hopefully lead 
to the location of senior posts 
within island communities. 
I would urge any suitable 
persons living in the islands 
to apply.’

CalMac job 
opportunity ‘in 
the network’ is 
welcomed by 
comhairle

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban is centre of the 
universe for MacIntyres
Aussie Alison Macintyre has 
� own more than 10,000 miles 
to bring hundreds of her clans-
folk together in Oban.

� e third-generation 
Australian, whose 
great-grandfather came from 
Kilchrenan, came to the previ-
ous clan gathering in 2008 and 
became hooked.

What started out of intellec-
tual curiosity to see where her 
DNA was rooted ended with 
her helping organise the 2018 
World MacIntyre Gathering 
from afar in Brisbane.

More than 250 MacIntyres, 
with lots of di� erent spellings, 
are expected to descend 
on Oban for a week-long 
celebration.

‘Technology is a wonderful 
thing!’ said Alison, who has 
given herself three weeks o�  
work as an economics con-
sultant to make the most of 

Alison Macintyre organised this year’s World Gathering of 
MacIntyres from her home 10,000 miles away in Australia.

the homeland celebration and 
meet up with other MacIntyres 
coming from all over the world 
– and Scotland, of course.

‘I was surprised, even 
shocked, by the feeling I had 
when I was here 10 years ago.  I 
know there are speci� c Gaelic 
words that explain it. Dualchas 
and dùthchas – the feelings of 
connectedness and familiarity 

with the landscape, of feeling 
at home with the ancestors, 
the language, the culture, the 
history – it’s amazing,’ added 
Alison, who is being helped lo-
cally during the event week by 
fellow clansman Tim McIntyre 
and also by Claire Purdie, who 
works at SAMS.

‘We’re still looking for vol-
unteers to help out at all our 

events, directing people and 
ticking people o�  the registra-
tion. It would be great to see 
young people get involved,’ 
said Alison, who has already 
signed up for one of two local 
tours being led by  Brigadier 
John MacFarlane from 
Taynuilt – one of which will be 
accompanied by playlets from 
the � ree Wee Crows theatre 
company.

� e MacIntyres will be taking 
over the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls in Breadalbane Street, 
Oban, which will become the 
clan’s base-camp and venue for 
the welcome reception and big 
banquet.

Adhamh Obroin, Gaelic 
consultant to   TV hit show 
Outlander, will also be joining 
some of the events. � ere will 
be Gaelic lessons for the public 
and   a MacIntyre procession 
on to the � eld at the Taynuilt 
Games on Saturday July 21 – 
where they might even enter a 
tug-o-war team.

On Sunday July 22, the 
gathering will make a trip to 
their ancestral land of Glen 
Noe, taking boats up the loch 
from Taynuilt for a hog-roast 
picnic and a special ceremony 
– involving the faery pipes.

It will only be the third time 
in 200 years that the pipes, 
which can only be played by a 
MacIntyre and will be out on 
loan from the West Highland 
Museum in Fort William, will 
have been played.

Alison will also be meeting 
more family as a DNA project, 
part of this year’s gathering, 
has matched her up with a 
couple of American women 
and another from Edinburgh 
who is on the organising 
committee. 

To � nd out more, visit 
macintyregathering.com/
home or check it out on Clan 
MacIntyre Trust’s Facebook 
page. Any volunteers willing to 
help, should contact admin@
macintyregathering.com

NHS Highland is again 
providing support for 
Highland healthcare � rms 
to gain access to overseas 
markets – this time through 
a trade visit to Belgium later 
this year.

Earlier this year, NHS 
Highland hosted a trade 
show in Inverness that saw 
more than 50 Dutch and 
Belgian � rms attend along 
with a number of Scottish 

companies. Now a � nal 
trade show under the SHINE 
umbrella is to take place 
in Brugge in Belgium this 
November.

Like the others, the trade 
show will act as platform to 
help Scottish-based, small 
to medium sized enterprises 
(SMEs), bene� t from inter-
national development and 
trading opportunities with 
similar organisations in 

countries around the North 
Sea.  

NHS Highland is now invit-
ing interested Scottish SMEs 
to an information event 
about the Belgian visit in the 
Centre for Health Science, 
Inverness, on October 2, 
from 9am-12.30pm.

To book a place or to � nd 
out more, email: donna.
patience@nhs.net or alan.
whiteside1@nhs.net

Health board helps healthcare � rms SHINEENJOY THE ULTIMATE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT FROM THE DESIGN 

SPECIALISTS - CAIRNGORM

Find out why so many customers love  
their home improvement. Call us today! 

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545 315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894 956

Our stunning views are  
even better now 

- North Kessock customer
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� e plight of forgotten heroes 
of Dunkirk, which included 
many men from the Oban 
area, will be told on TV this 
weekend.

� e previously untold 
story of the 51st Highland 
Division, who were le�  in 
France when Dunkirk was 
evacuated and ordered to 
� ght on against Hitler’s 
war machine in the face of 
overwhelming odds, will 
be told on Channel 4 this 
Sunday July 15 at 8pm.

� e 51st Highland Division 
had originally been the 
1st Highland Territorial 
Division when it was raised 
in 1908.

Mobilised at the start of the 
First World War, it consisted 
of brigades drawn from 
the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, the Seaforths, 
Gordons and Camerons.

Sunday’s programme 
is called Dunkirk: � e 
Forgotten Heroes.

TV tribute 
to Oban’s 
forgotten 
Dunkirk 
heroes

Islay mourns following death of Hugh Smith
It was with great sadness 
that � e Oban Times learned 
of the death of our long-serv-
ing Islay columnist Hugh 
Smith last Wednesday (July 
4) following prolonged ill 
health.

A professional to the last, 

Hugh � led his fortnightly 
column right up until the 
week before his passing.

Highlighting key moments 
in the life of the Islay com-
munity and sharing indi-
vidual achievements, Hugh 
also wrote about the varied 

history of the island, sharing 
his obvious love of his home 
in doing so.

Hugh’s funeral was held 
yesterday (July 11) on the 
island.

A tribute to Hugh will be 
published in due course.

Oban makes fi nal for 
most beautiful towns
A number of Argyll and 
the Isles places have been 
shortlisted in a search for 
Scotland’s most beautiful 
towns and villages.

� e online competition 
organised by the website 
Hidden Scotland has seen 
Oban, Tobermory, Killin and 
Portnahaven on Islay make the 
� nal list.

� e website says: ‘We’re on 
the hunt for the most beautiful 
town or village in Scotland and 
we need your help.

‘We asked you on social 
media what you thought 
was the most charming and 
picturesque town or village 
in Scotland and below is what 
you came up with. Have a look 
through the towns and villages 
shortlisted and cast your vote.’

� e website says of Oban: 
‘It’s a gateway to the Hebridean 
islands. � e Colosseum-like Oban is noted for its ‘Colosseum-like McCaig’s Tower’ and ‘seafood eateries’.

McCaig’s Tower overlooks 
Oban Bay. Seafood eateries 
cluster by the harbour.

‘Outside town is the ruined 
Dunollie Castle, once the seat 
of Clan MacDougall. � e near-
by house museum, from 1745, 
explores clan and local history.

‘On Loch Creran, the Scottish 
Sealife Sanctuary has an 
aquarium and rescue centre.’

It is far more terse in describ-
ing Tobermory: ‘Tobermory 
is the capital of, and the only 
burgh until 1973, on the Isle 
of Mull in the Scottish Inner 
Hebrides.’

Killin is  ‘a village situated at 
the western head of Loch Tay 
in Stirling’.

Portnahaven is described 
as: ‘A village on Islay in the 
Inner Hebrides, Scotland. � e 
village is within the parish of 
Kilchoman.’

� e winner will be an-
nounced in August. For more 
information, go to  https://
hiddenscotland.co/

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Well-known local business-
man Graham MacQueen has 
been presented with the Paul 
Harris Fellowship Medal in 
recognition of his enormous 
contribution to the town of 
Oban and beyond.

Graham has worked tire-
lessly for the Rotary Club of 
Oban and has been the driv-
ing force behind MacQueen 
Bros Charitable Trust.

Graham, who is a past-pres-

ident of Oban Rotary and is 
currently the Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant of Argyll and 
Bute, remains very active 
in the community through 
Rotary and his removal and 
storage company, MacQueen 
Brothers. � e Paul Harris 
Fellowship Medal is the most 
prestigious award within the 
Rotary movement.

Graham’s wife Morven also 
attended the presentation.

Oban’s Graham is honoured by Rotary Club

Graham 
MacQueen, 
left, is con-
gratulated on 
his award by 
Rotary Club 
president 
Tommy 
McQuade 
and, below, 
by his wife 
Morven.

The great summer of 2018
ADVERTORIAL

� e summer of 2018 will be 
remembered for the endless 
days of sunshine, our beaches 
seemed more golden, our 
sea turquoise and clear, and 
folk smiling and tanned. 
Visitors have had a holiday to 
remember.

Wandering along the Oban 
Esplanade it is noticeable 
that it seems to be moving 
upmarket, with the recogni-
tion amongst retailers that 
an upmarket o� ering is what 
the visitor wants, the days of 
cheap  tat has gone. A high 
quality and authentic high-
land holiday is what we’d like 
those visitors to recall. 

A� er � � een years in 
business � e Highland Soap 
Company is now opening 
its fourth shop, choosing 
Oban because of its gorgeous 
setting and its concerted 
move upmarket as a holiday 
destination. � e shop is on 
the Esplanade in front of the 
distillery and opens mid July.

� e Highland Soap 
Company creates the � nest 
organic soaps and skincare 
products within sight of Ben 
Nevis. Emma, the founder 
and an avid forager of bog 
myrtle, nettles, seaweed 
and other local ingredients, 
chooses only top quality 

essential oils and botanicals 
to make her soaps, creams 
and shampoos. Her passion 
is evident from thoughtful 
ethically sourced ingredients, 
and beautiful packaging.

A great new addition to the 
Esplanade.
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A resourceful community 
wants to build � ve new homes 
to keep it vibrant.

Talks between go-getting 
members of Dalavich 
Improvement Group (DIG) 
and the Forestry Commission 
were due to take place this 
week.

� ey want to identify poten-
tial sites for building as a way 
of making sure their village 
stays lively.

‘We want to protect people 
who have a connection here 
and want to be here,’ said 
resident and DIG member 
Agnes Fleming.

Support for the housing, 
which could be for families or 
single people, has also come 
from MSP Michael Russell 
and Argyll and Bute council-
lor Elaine Robertson.

Groups and organisations 
needing money for activities 
to improve health and prevent 
problems before they arise are 
being encouraged to apply to 
the local health and wellbeing 
network.

� ere are eight networks in 
Argyll and Bute which give 
organisations with a remit 
for health improvement the 
chance to work together to 
plan joint activities.

Local co-ordinator Eleanor 
Mackinnon said: ‘Over the 
past six years, we have funded 
78 projects. 

‘Funding requests vary from 
£200 to £2,000, supporting 
activities from new walking 
groups, children’s activities, 
old people groups to a request 
to fund a compost toilet at 
Lorn Growers at Taynuilt.’

Alison McGrory, health 

People in Argyll and 
Bute should keep their 
Eyes Open for children 
at risk during the school 
holidays.

Child Protection 
Committees Scotland, a 
nationwide group of child 
protection professionals, 
hopes their Eyes Open 
campaign will raise 
awareness that members 
of the public can play 
an important role to 
keep children safe in the 
holidays. 

Contact social work 
services on  01546 605517 
(o�  ce hours) and 01631 
566 491 (evenings and 
weekends) if you have 
concerns about a child.

Dalavich builds 
on homes plan

Ronnie McCord at the community garden's strawberry 
patch.

Some of the community behind Dalavich Improvement Group: Agnes Fleming, David 
Booth, Moira Booth, Ronnie McCord and Gill Stolton.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� e Scottish Government 
has pledged to deliver at least 
50,000 a� ordable homes by 
2021 at a cost of more than £3 
billion.

‘We are looking at how we 
could make those houses 
much more than homes. For 
example, include a workshop 
or some space that would 
enable people to work from 
home,’ added Ms Fleming.

� e village is already rent-
ing out the boathouse, one of 
its many acquired assets, so a 
young family can run a boat 
hire business on Loch Awe. It 
also has four � elds for use by 

improvement principal from 
the Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP), said: ‘Health and 
wellbeing networks are 
essential in helping us to get 
as many organisations as 
possible interested in im-
proving the health of our 
population. 

‘� e HSCP is committed to 
improving health because a 
healthier Argyll and Bute is 
in everyone’s best interest.

‘Last year we funded 100 
projects. 

‘We know this funding 
makes a di� erence in our 
communities and the recip-
ients work hard to make a 
small amount of money go a 
long way.’

For help to apply contact 
Eleanor MacKinnon by 
emailing olihwn@gmail.com.

Eyes Open for 
children at risk 
this summer

locals and one has become a 
vegetable and fruit producing 
community garden. Among 
the lush raised beds, it has a 
pick-your-own strawberry 
plot to cultivate more funds 
for the village and was re-
cently given 420 tree saplings, 
including Birch and Rowans, 
from the Woodland Trust to 
help form a wind-break.

It also has a community 
centre, an art room, a 24-hour 
laundry, a social club, bar and 
grill restaurant and live music 
Fridays. A bid is to be made to 
build public toilets.

‘We’re on the 78 cycle route 

so they’d come in handy,’ 
added Ms Fleming.

� e village hub and ‘plot-
ting place’ for projects is the 
Wild Rowan Cafe and shop, 
incorporating a Post O�  ce, 
and run by New Yorker Libby 
Lowrey who, not surprisingly, 
is also a DIG member.

In April this year, Dalavich 
o�  cially opened its £1.5 mil-
lion community-run hydro 
scheme which is open to 
shareholders and is expected 
to bene� t the village by £2 
million in the next 20 years 
by selling hydro electricity to 
the National Grid.

 
 

Funding up for grabs
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Super group Skipinnish is 
supporting an Oban fund-
raiser in memory of a baby 
who died from a little-known 
genetic disease.

Photographer Stephen 
Lawson, who was at Oban 
Live, told band members 
about � ve-month-old 
Rebecca Aitken who died in 
New Zealand in December, 
devastating her parents Jaki 
Aitken and Alex Johnson who 
are from the town.

Instead of getting paid for 
his professional photographs, 
he asked them to donate 
merchandise instead.

Rebecca’s grandparents 
Edwina and Hugh Aitken 
have just received a bundle of 
Skipinnish goodies, including 
hoodies and CDs as prizes at a 
casino night they are organis-
ing with supporters at Soroba 
House on Saturday July 28. 

An award ceremony was held 
at e-Sgoil recently to hand 
out certi� cates and prizes to 
pupils who took part in this 
year’s Dìleab an t-Siorraidh.

To participate, youngsters 
were asked to prepare a � ve 
minute presentation, before 
conversing with the two 
judges, Donald Martin and 
Maletta MacPhail, for anoth-
er � ve minutes.

Pupils spoke on a wide 
range of topics and the judg-
es’ job was not an easy one but 
they chose Daniel Macleod, 
from Back School, as overall 
winner with his lively and 
engaging conversation about 
his cats.

� e judges said: '� e dia-
logue was enjoyable and as 
natural as can be. We enjoyed 
how comfortable Daniel was 
[conversing] with us.'

Unlike similar competi-
tions, this project made use of 
e-Sgoil’s technology, allowing 
the pupils to converse with 
the judges through a screen 
from their own schools.

Daniel was awarded 58 
out of a possible 60 points, 
with Leanne Davis from 
Stornoway Primary School 
close behind him and Seumas 
Smith (Stornoway Primary) 

Stephen Lawson and Edwina Aitken with the merchandise donated by Skipinnish.

Skipinnish backs 
charity night in 
baby’s memory

Mr Lawson also approached 
Skerryvore, who were playing 
at Oban Live to donate two of 
their CDs to the cause.

Rebecca died in December 
from Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy (SMA) – a disease 
most people have never heard 
of. Friends and family in 
Oban set up a fundraising and 
awareness campaign in her 
memory to help ensure the 
condition gets better known. 
Money from the casino night 
will be donated to the SMA 
Trust to raise awareness and 
help researchers � nd a cure. 
� e  trust needs £1.3 million 
to fund a three-year research 
programme.

Mrs Aitken said: ‘We’re 
hoping for a big Oban 
turnout. � ere’s still tickets 
le� . Getting people’s support 
means so much to us.’

One in every 40 people are 

carriers of SMA. If both par-
ents are carriers, there is a one 
in four chance of their baby 
being born with the disease. 

Ninety � ve per cent of ba-
bies diagnosed with it never 
see their second birthday. � e 
disease means babies can’t 
produce the protein needed 
to build muscle. Some will 
never walk, talk, crawl or sit 
up. � ey will never be able to 
support the weight of their 
own head which means most 
of them spend their short 
lives on their backs. � ey 
can’t swallow. 

Tickets for the casino night 
cost £10, which includes 
£10 'free' money. People can 
buy tickets for the event and 
the ra�  e at Specsavers or 
the Made In Argyll shop in 
Oban, or email Kayleigh at 
kayleighajamieson@hotmail.
co.uk

and Angus Campbell 
(Leverhulme School) in joint 
third place.

Each participating pupil 
was awarded £10 and there 
were larger sums, up to £50, 
for the best.

Representatives from var-
ious groups were present at 
the ceremony, among them 
Alasdair Allan MSP, Murdo 
Morrison from Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig and Malcolm Burr 
on behalf of the comhairle. 
� ey all praised the pupils 
for their achievements and 
encouraged them to continue 
using their Gaelic.

Sheri�  Colin Scott 
Mackenzie, who handed out 

the awards and set up this 
project to encourage pupils to 
make use of their Gaelic, was 
praised for his generosity.

Forty seven primary seven 
pupils from 12 primary 
schools in Lewis and Harris 
took part. It is hoped the 
project will go from strength 
to strength and will be wid-
ened to include the Uists and 
Barra.

In addition to the bene� ts 
to participating pupils, 
Education Scotland has 
shown an interest in the 
assessments and hope they 
can be used to set arbitration 
standards for pupils about to 
leave primary school.

Dìleab an t-Siorraidh awards night

Daniel Macleod, from Back School, was the overall winner.

The winners proudly show o�  their certi� cates.
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Let’s all work to keep Oban tidy

It’s so busy just now I don’t 
know if I’m coming or going.

I had thought we might get a 
wee lull a� er Oban Live but it 
hasn’t happened thanks to all 
the lovely weather.

Every day I’m meeting 
people who tell me how lucky 
I am to live here and I agree 
every time – I think I’m lucky 
too.

Apart from the slightly 
grubby pavements, which 
we just need a good shower 
of rain to clean, the town is 
looking lovely.

We’re not used to such a 
long dry spell and normally 
the rain keeps the pavements 
washed. Maybe we need to 
go back to the past for the an-
swer, when businesses looked 

a� er the pavement outside 
their premises by sweeping 
with a few buckets of water to 
keep them nice.

Many of our businesses are 
fantastic at doing this and I 
regularly see them out with 
brushes and keeping their 
windows clean, but if every-
one did it what a di� erence it 
would make. We all need to 
take a pride in where we live 
and try to keep it tidy.

Hope Kitchen does a fan-
tastic job keeping the beaches 
clean and it’s up to us to help 
the council operators as they 
can’t be everywhere. Picking 
up a few bits of litter each day 
would make such a di� erence 
if everyone did it.

� ere is a fantastic campaign 
on Facebook asking everyone 
to pick up three pieces of 
litter every time they go to the 
beach. Why not extend it and 

just make it three pieces a day, 
no matter where you are?

It is our town and we should 
take some responsibility for 
it. I’m as guilty as the next 
person of  walking past and 
paying no attention, but I 
would like to do more and see 
Oban looking even better, so 
that’s my mid-season resolu-
tion: three pieces of litter a day 
in the bin, and any help would 
be much appreciated.

Last week’s photo was of the 
gate in Argyll Square. Let’s see 
if you can get this week’s.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Young Argyll artists face recycling challenge
Young artists in Argyll and 
Bute are being challenged 
to take part in an ambitious 
art project to design three 
sculptures made of recycled 
materials.

� e sculptures will be 
showcased at the Year of 
Young People 2018 space at 
GO LIVE! at the Green during 
the Glasgow 2018 European 

Championships. � e Junk Art 
Challenge, launched by Young 
Scot, calls for artists aged 16 
to 26 across Argyll and Bute 
to create thought-provoking 
sculpture designs that explore 
a passion for sustainability in-
cluding reducing plastic waste 
and improving recycling in 
Scotland.

� e three sculptures will be 

on display at Glasgow Green 
throughout the Glasgow 2018 
European Championships 
before visiting key locations 
in Scotland to promote young 
people’s ideas and talents 
across the country, including 
the Sunday Mail Young Scot 
Awards in November. 

Go  to young.scot/yoyp2018 
for details and to enter.

Oban’s walking guides 
are given certi� cates
Oban’s walking guides 
received their o�  cial cer-
ti� cates last Friday from 
the  Scottish Tourist Guides’ 
Association.

Oban Walking Tours boast 
12 yellow-badge guides, who 
each underwent an intense 
two-week training course.

� ey o� er daily 90-minute 
tours, informing tourists about 
the history of Oban and its 
many landmarks.

� e guides have been provid-
ing tours for a number of weeks 
now, a� er successfully passing 
their course.

However, it was not until 

last Friday that they o�  cially 
received their certi� cates.

Previously, Elaine Robertson, 
chairwoman of the Port of 
Oban Cruise Group, said: 
‘� ese are exciting times for 
the cruise group and estab-
lishing yellow-badge certi� ed 
guides to show o�  our town 
will keep Oban one step ahead 
in providing an excellent tour-
ist experience.’

Andrew Spence, chief execu-
tive of BID4Oban, agreed, say-
ing: ‘Yellow-badge guides will 
further enhance what Oban has 
to o� er visitors and encourage 
them to stay longer in the town.’

Oban’s walking guides o�  cially receive their yellow 
badge certi� cates. 16_T28_Walkingguides01

Little and large 
are in Oban Bay
Cra�  dropping anchor in 
Oban Bay went from one 
extreme to another when an 
American billionaire’s su-
peryacht berthed next to one 
of Dunkirk’s last surviving 
little ships.

� e £76 million yacht 
Archimedes owned by James 
Simons, thought to have 
been entertaining family and 
friends on a tour of Scotland, 
dwarfed  Chico – now a luxu-
ry tour boat – which 78 years 
ago saved more than 200 
British soldiers by evacuating 
them as the German army 
advanced through France 
during the Second World 
War.

Chico’s skipper is Gus 
Geddes, who runs the historic 
vessel for West Coast cruises, 
from Oban and Mallaig every 
May to September, with his 

partner Sue Maclachlan. 
Built by Feadship in 
Netherlands at their De Kaag 
shipyard,   Archimedes was 
delivered to her owner in 
2008. She can comfortably 

accommodate up to 16 guests 
overnight in eight cabins, 
comprising a master suite, 
four double cabins and three 
twin cabins. She is also capa-
ble of carrying up to 18 crew.

� e yacht is equipped with 
an ultra-modern stabilisation 
system which reduces roll 
motion e� ect and results in 
a smoother, more enjoyable 
cruising experience. 

� is luxury yacht is also 
� tted with ‘at anchor stabi-
lisers’, increasing on-board 
comfort when the yacht is 
stationary, particularly in 
rough waters.

Other amenities include 
a gym, li� , air-condition-
ing, dynamic positioning, 
swimming platform and a 
touch’n’go helipad.

Mr Simons, known as 
Jim, founded the hedge 
fund management company 
Renaissance Technologies in 
1982 which has more than 
US$20 billion (£15.5 billion) 
of assets under management. 
His net worth is estimated 
at US$ 15.5 billion (£11.8 
billion) and he lives in Long 
Island, New York.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Brave little Dunkirk ship Chico berths next to the 
superyacht Archimedes.
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‘An unforgettable journey’
� e MS Prinsendam ar-
rived in Oban last week, 
bringing with it hundreds of 
passengers.

Oban town ambassadors 
Kay McDonald and Joe 
Reich were on hand to meet 
tourists as they stepped onto 
the pontoons and answered 
any questions they had.

� e Holland America 
cruise ship caters for more 
than 800 guests and the 
majority of them made their 
way to the town.

BID4Oban’s  chief exec-
utive, Andy Spence, was 
invited on board and he 
presented the captain with a 
quaich from Oban.

Speaking to Mr Spence, 
Captain Jeroen Schuchmann, 
he said: ‘� is is one of the 
nicest stops – it’s small, sce-
nic and tenders straight into 
the town.’

� e cruise ship boasts four 
restaurants, a casino, cin-
ema, entertainment space, 
two swimming pools as well 
as a spa and gym.

Speaking about his tour 
aboard, Mr Spence said: ‘It 

was absolutely fantastic. 
It’s a good business contact 
on behalf of the Port of 
Oban Cruise Group and 
BID4Oban. 

‘I was most impressed with 
the friendliness of the crew 
and the welcome, as well as 
the public areas on the ship.’

Mr Spence was not the only 
person who was impressed 
by friendliness.

� e feeling was reciprocat-
ed by passengers of the cruise 
ship. When Sandra and 
John Lem arrived in Oban, 
they said: ‘� is is the most 
impressed we have been.’

� e � rst thing the couple 
from Texas noticed was the 
friendliness that greeted them.

� e couple later added: 
‘Oban was our last port 
of call in Scotland and we 
enjoyed every minute.

‘Again thank you and the 
people of Scotland for an un-
forgettable journey. We had a 
wonderful � sh and chips pub 
lunch [in Oban] and were 
able to witness � rst hand the 
locals’ passion for football’.

� e Prinsendam was in 
Oban last Friday and was 
located o�  Kerrera. It le�  
around 7.30pm.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

John and Sandra Lem from Texas enjoyed their time in 
Oban. 16_T28_Prinsendam09

The MS Prinsendam boasts four restaurants, 
a casino, cinema, entertainment space, two 
swimming pools, as well as a spa and gym.

Andy Spence presents the quaich.
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Cats’ charity 
on the prowl 
for helpers
A cats’ welfare charity is 
hoping to attract volunteers 
for two branches which 
cover Fort William, 
Ardnamurchan and Mull.

� e local Cats Protection 
branches want to hear from 
people who can help with 
fostering cats, fundraising, 
data management and 
serving on the committees.

‘I’d encourage any people 
who love cats and who would 
like to help the charity to 
contact us to � nd out more 
about helping cats in the 
area,’ said Lona Johnson, 
area branch development 
manager for the Highlands 
and Islands.

‘Volunteering for Cats 
Protection is a rewarding 
experience because it gives 
you the opportunity to be 
part of a worthwhile cause. 
Volunteers gain a lot of 
satisfaction from giving 
unwanted cats a second 
chance in life, as well as 
working with like-minded 
people, so if this sounds of 
interest, please contact us.’

� e Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan and Mull 
branches are part of Cats 
Protection’s network of 250 
volunteer-run branches and 
34 centres that help around 
190,000 cats and kittens each 
year.

‘� e Ardnamurchan and 
Mull branch works hard to 
� nd new homes for cats in 
need, but the task is chal-
lenging because for every cat 
that � nds a home, there are 
many more waiting to come 
in,’ said Sheila Paterson, 
branch co-ordinator.

‘We are a new but very 
enthusiastic branch,’ added 
Paul Rigby, branch co-ordi-
nator for Fort William, ‘and 
we need more volunteers.’

Call 03000 121212 or email 
bsusne@cats.org.uk

Life-changing charity relocates after lease ends at Tavool House
A charity making a di� erence 
to young lives is on the move.

A� er 26 years, the Roses 
Charitable Trust has come to 
the end of its outdoor centre 
lease at Tavool House on Mull 
and is relocating.

Company secretary Jane 
Sayer said there are many 
new and exciting opportuni-
ties ahead.

� e charity has already 
started using Glencoe 

Independent Hostel and also 
has bookings to take a couple 
of groups to Arle Lodge in 
Salen, Mull. � e centres will 
be hired by the trust for the 
courses it continues to run.

� e project  works with 
a wide variety of groups 
including young carers and 
disadvantaged young people 
from areas experiencing is-
sues of deprivation and social 
exclusion.

Ms Sayer commented: ‘We 
will continue to deliver the 
same high quality social 
and personal development 
courses. So far this year these 
include several young carer 
groups and schools, Splash 
Eyemouth, PAVE, Dunedin 
School,  Dunedin Canmore 
Project, Himmat and LGBT 
Youth Scotland. 

‘We are continuously rais-
ing funds to subsidise costs.’

Five elected to seat on 
national park board
Five members have been 
elected to the Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National 
Park  Authority board follow-
ing a vote by local residents.

An election count was held 
at National Park Authority 
headquarters at Balloch last 
� ursday, July 5, where the 
successful candidates were 
announced.

Bob Darracott was elected 
in Ward 1 (Cowal and North 
Loch Lomond) with 113 votes.

Billy Ronald was re-elected 
in Ward 2 (Breadalbane 
and the Trossachs) with 321 
votes. Billy remains on the 
board having been elected in 
October 2015.

Martin Earl was elected 
in Ward 3 (Callander) with 
340 votes. Martin previously 
sat on the board as a coun-
cil-nominated member from 
2012-2017.

Willie Nisbet was re-elected 
in Ward 4 (East Loch Lomond 
and Port of Menteith) with 457 
votes.

National Park Authority board members with chief executive Gordon Watson and 
convener James Stuart. Left to right: Willie Nisbet, Gordon Watson, David McCowan, Bob 
Darracott, Billy Ronald and James Stuart. Photograph: Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park Authority.

David McCowan was 
re-elected in Ward 5 (West 
Loch Lomond and Balloch) 
with 242 votes. David has 
been on the board as a locally 
elected member since 2010.

� e National Park Authority 
board is responsible for mak-
ing strategic decisions for the 
park and has an important 

role to play in ensuring the 
National Park Authority 
delivers its key aims.

Voting in the election, which 
takes place every four years via  
a postal ballot, was open to all 
those who live in the national 
park and are aged over 16.

� e election was organised 
by Stirling Council on 

behalf of the National Park 
Authority.

Depute returning o�  cer 
Iain Strachan presided over 
the count proceedings and 
announced  the successful 
candidates, who were con-
gratulated by National Park 
Authority Board  convener 
James Stuart.

Mr Stuart said: ‘I am delight-
ed so many people who live, 
work and have an interest  in 
this beautiful part of Scotland 
took the time to put themselves 
forward as a candidate or have 
their say on who should make 
the important decisions on the 
park.

‘Congratulations to those 
successful candidates who 
have been re-elected to the 
National  Park Authority 
board and also welcome to 
Bob Darracott and Martin 
Earl, who rejoins the board in 
his new capacity.

‘Board members play a 
crucial role in helping to steer 
the strategic direction of the 
national park and our local-
ly-elected members’ knowl-
edge and expertise  make a 
crucial contribution to our 
decision-making process.

‘I look forward to working 
with  them over the next four 
years to continue making our 
national park a great place to 
live, work and visit.’

� e new members will take 
up their duties with imme-
diate e� ect and their term 
will run until July 2022.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Young people from LGBT Youth Scotland enjoying one of 
the outdoor courses delivered by Roses Charitable Trust.
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Mull campsite 
plan submitted
Plans are in the pipeline for a 
new campsite on the Isle of 
Mull, including space for six 
motorhomes.

Three camping pods and 
a composting toilet are also 
part of the proposals for the 
land south-east of Riverside 
Cottage at Lochbuie.

The plans are being 
considered by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Phone box plan 
icing on the cake
A Dalmally resident is 
looking for permission to 
sell cakes from a telephone 
box in the village.

Bron Campbell has 
submitted plans to Argyll 
and Bute Council seeking 
the green light to use the 
booth on land adjacent to 
Keppochan Farmhouse on 
the B840 road for the sale of 
her sweet treats.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
considering the proposal.

A phone box in Cladich 
has already become a 
cake shop and art gallery, 
� lled by, left to right, Bron 
Campbell, Holly Ford and 
Hilary Ollason.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint is blocked
Tourists were ‘all tutting about the state’ of Pulpit Hill

Panoramic views onto Oban 
Bay and across to the Sound 
of Mull are being blocked by 
overgrown trees.

Aileen Miller, who lives 
near Pulpit Hill, said grass 
has been le�  to grow tall 
and, along with trees and 
thick bushes, is letting the 
town down at the viewpoint 
popular with tourists.

Ms Miller said: ‘It’s abso-
lutely dreadful. 

‘I’m ashamed to say I’m an 
Obanite. 

‘� e grass is so tall, it’s 
dragging the town down 
something awful.

‘I went up there and there 
were about a dozen tourists 
who were all tutting about 
the state of it. It was such a 
shame.

‘It’s a tremendous view 
from up there, right down 
the Sound of Mull, but 
you can’t see the half of it 
because of overgrown trees.’

� e Oban Times was 
also contacted by William 
Chalmers from Falkirk who 
went up to Pulpit Hill to take 
photographs on a recent visit 

and had to climb up on a seat 
to get a view.

‘Could you not get the 
council to trim some of the 
trees as it is a nice viewpoint 
wasted?’ he asked.

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Elaine Robertson said: ‘I’m 
well aware of it.   It’s been 
reported to the council.’

Chairman of Keep Oban 
Beautiful Maurice Wilkins, 

newly co-opted onto Oban 
Community Council, said: 
‘Oban depends so much on 
tourism that I sometimes 
wonder what visitors think 
when they see some places 

looking scru� y. It’s such a 
shame.’

A council spokesperson 
said the matter was being 
looked at but some of the 
land was privately owned.

MP visits Oban Times to meet sta� 
Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara dropped into The 
Oban Times o�  ce on Friday 
to visit sta� .

Mr O’Hara talked to 
various members of the 
team, including design, 
production, editorial, sales 
and accounts.

He said: ‘I thoroughly 
enjoyed my visit to The 
Oban Times. 

‘As an ex-newspaper jour-

nalist, I found it fascinating 
to see such innovation in the 
industry.

‘The new compact format 
works really well. The new 
style is modern, attractive 
and easy to read. The future 
is looking good.

‘I was particularly struck 
by the team spirit within 
The Oban Times and I wish 
Susan and all the team the 
very best.’

Argyll and 
Bute MP 
Brendan 
O’Hara 
met Oban 
Times sta� , 
including 
editor Susan 
Windram 
and head of 
IT Stephen 
Day.

Overgrown foliage is blocking the view of Oban Bay from Pulpit Hill.

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Police are appealing for 
information following a fatal 
road crash on the A82, south 
of Tarbet on � ursday July 5.

At around 11.45am, an 
elderly man died when his 
Honda motorcycle was in 
collision with a VW van as 
they travelled north on the 
A82. � e motorcyclist died 
at the scene. � e male van 
driver was not injured.

Sergeant Kevin Craig, from 
the Road Policing Unit, said: 
‘We would like to hear from 
anyone driving on the A82 
near to Tarbet just prior to 
the crash. � ey may have 
information that will assist 
o�  cers with their inquiries. 
Also, if anyone has dashcam 
footage they think might 
help, then please get in touch.

‘Please call 101 andquote 
reference 1542/05/07.’

Western Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil questioned 
Prime Minister � eresa May 
last week on what Brexit will 
mean for businesses in Na 
h-Eileanan an Iar trying to 
access European markets.

He said: ‘Shell� sh produc-
ers in my constituency are 
worried about getting their 
produce to the French and 
Spanish markets. How open 
does the Prime Minister 
want and envisage the 
borders and the trade routes 
to be a� er Brexit?’

Mrs May replied: ‘We 
are committed to no hard 
border between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland and as 
frictionless a border with the 
European Union as possible.’

Appeal for 
help after fatal 
crash on A82

Isles MP 
questions 
Prime Minister

Young teacher Abigail
wins national award
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has congratulated Abigail 
Tre� ry on receiving her 
certi� cate of full registration 
by the General Teaching 
Council (GTC) Scotland.

Abigail received her award 
from GTC chief executive 
Ken Muir and Deputy First 
Minister John Swinney 
at a probationer event in 
Edinburgh.

Each local authority was 
asked to nominate a pro-
bationer teacher who has 
demonstrated outstanding 
practice, motivation and 
commitment.

Abigail was nominated 
by Western Isles Council 
following completion of 
her probation year at Sgoil 
Uibhist a Tuath, North Uist.

Abigail Tre� ry with Ken Muir, left, and John Swinney. 

Birds fl ock back to 
‘mink-free’ Hebrides
Terns, waders, divers and 
ducks are ‘� ocking back’ to 
their native Outer Hebrides 
following the success of a 17-
year programme to eradicate 
the American mink and its 
e� ect on wildlife.

Scottish Environment Sec-
retary Roseanna Cunning ham 
said: ‘� e successful removal 
of non-native mink from 
the Hebrides is a signi� cant 
achievement, and is the result 
of the sustained commitment 
and e� ort of all the sta�  
involved.

‘I am delighted that we are 
already seeing positive results, 
bringing the return of the sea-
birds and wading birds which 
the islands are world-famous 
for. � is will provide a real 
boost for nature tourism in the 
Hebrides.’

Mike Cantlay, chairman 
of Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH), said: ‘We are delighted 

Arctic terns are among species returning to the Hebrides.

that all the hard work has been 
successful for the nature of the 
Hebrides.

‘Mink – an invasive 
non-native species – prey on 
ground-nesting birds and � sh. 
With major funding from 
the EU Life programme, at 
the project’s height a team of 
just 12 core Scottish Natural 
Heritage sta�  worked as teams 
of trappers to remove mink 

and help bring back native 
birds to one of the remotest, 
wildest landscapes anywhere 
in Scotland.’

At 3,050 sq km – an area twice 
the size of Fife – the remote 
Hebridean location meant 
signi� cant challenges for the 
project to overcome. Hundreds 
of islands contribute to a coast-
line of approximately 2,500km 
– 15 per cent of Scotland’s total. 

More than 7,500 freshwater 
lochs – around 24 per cent 
of Scotland’s total – helped 
invasive mink grow to dense 
populations rarely reached in 
their native North America.

SNH area manager for Argyll 
and the Outer Hebrides David 
Maclennan said: ‘Invasive 
species are one of the greatest 
threats to the beauty and 
variety of our nature. But the 
Hebridean mink project shows 
that we can take on invasive 
species and win.

‘It is fantastic to start welcom-
ing back our native species. A 
range of factors are likely to be 
at play, but local people are tell-
ing us that a mink-free Outer 
Hebrides is having a hugely 
positive e� ect on wildlife and 
the economy.’

Murray Macleod, of tourist 
boat provider SeaTrek, said: 
‘Boat operators are already 
starting to see the results of the 
mink project. We have changed 
our tourist routes this year, 
because in places where there 

used to be no bird populations 
to view, now we are seeing 
colonies of terns with chicks.

‘It’s been an incredible boost 
to local tourism – and, of 
course, you can’t top the delight 
on visitors’ faces when they see 
our native birds thriving.’

� e introduction of mink 
in Scotland has been directly 
connected to the fur industry 
established in the 1950s.

In the Outer Hebrides, fur 
farms on Lewis went out of 
business in the 1960s and feral 
populations became estab-
lished. Small-scale control car-
ried out by sporting estates and 
an attempt by SNH to prevent 
the mink population spreading 
south had limited e� ect.

By 1999, breeding popula-
tions of mink were established 
on North Uist and Benbecula. 
To date, 2,198 mink have 
been caught, with only two 
non-breeding females and 
associated males caught in 
Lewis and Harris in the past 18 
months.

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk
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Islands politicians blast 
air traffi c control decision
Western Isles politicians have 
reacted angrily to the news 
that Highlands and Islands 
Airports Ltd (HIAL) has 
chosen Inverness as the pre-
ferred location for a proposed 
centralised air tra�  c control 
centre.

MP Angus Brendan 
MacNeil is to write to   
Lillian Greenwood MP, 
who chairs the Transport 
Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, and 

Scottish Islands Minister 
Paul Wheelhouse MSP on the 
matter.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘It is ab-
solutely no surprise this is the 
game HIAL is playing. At the 
beginning, this was about its 
empire and jobs in Inverness, 
which I predicted.

‘� e Scottish Government 
will have to look at the real 
social and economic impacts 
of this. � e greatest turnover 
of sta�  is in Inverness, where 
they want to put this empire, 
and lowest in Benbecula and 
Stornoway, where they are 
trying to take much-needed 

jobs. If electronic communi-
cations are as good as HIAL 
is saying, it could easily have 
put this centre in Benbecula 
or Stornoway.

‘I am writing to the 
Transport Select Committee 
of the House of Commons 
about the viability of what 
HIAL is proposing, as well as 
going into its scoping exercise 
as air tra�  c controllers have 
informed me they feel there 
have been � aws in this.

‘I will also write to Islands 
Minister Paul Wheelhouse 
MSP urging the Scottish 
Government to get a grip of 

HIAL because it is running 
away from social and eco-
nomic responsibilities in the 
Hebrides.

‘� e Scottish Government 
has to have a look at this and 
perhaps one solution might 
be breaking up HIAL into 
Highlands Airports and a 
separate Islands Airports 
so we have some measure of 
control and development in 
our communities.’

Western Isles Council’s 
chairman of transportation 
and infrastructure Uisdean 
Robertson added that the 
news was ‘disappointing’.

Councillor Robertson said: 
‘While it comes as no great 
surprise, it is nevertheless 
disappointing that Inverness 
is the preferred location for the 
remote towers control centre.

‘If this goes ahead there will 
be a loss of high quality jobs 
in Benbecula and Stornoway.

‘I think, at the very least, 
such a decision would be 
contrary to the principle of 
“island proo� ng”, contained 
in the Islands Bill which 
recently came into e� ect.

‘� e loss of well-paid jobs 
and the economic impact on 
islands would be dispropor-

tionately higher in the islands 
and I call on our MSP and 
the Scottish Government to 
demand HIAL looks at this 
again.

‘� e Islands Bill states 
clearly that island impact as-
sessments should be a part of 
the decision-making process. 
Where is the evidence that 
any impacts on these islands 
were even given a passing 
thought?

‘We will continue to make 
our voices heard and make 
the case to HIAL and the 
Scottish Government for oth-
er options to be considered.’

The XP boat goes to assess the condition of the grounded yacht near Lismore.

Oban lifeboat helps yacht 
during eight-hour call-out
Oban   lifeboat was called 
out on Saturday to help a 
grounded yacht o�  Lismore.

� e volunteer crew of the 
Mora Edith MacDonald 
were requested to launch at 
6pm a� er a report of a yacht 
with one person aboard, 
which had run aground o�  
Bernera island.

� e lifeboat departed the 
bay and made best speed 
towards the scene. Once 
the vessel was located, 
the lifeboat’s XP boat was 
launched and two volunteer 
crew members proceeded to 
assess the situation.

� e yacht was well 
aground, and the tide not 
yet rising. While the person 
aboard was safe and well, 
it was clear the yacht had 

sustained damage to its 
rudder. � e volunteer crew 
members deployed the 
yacht’s anchor into deeper 
water, to steady her when 
the tide started to come in.

With not much else to be 
done, the crew members 
returned to the lifeboat, 
which  was requested to 
stand by the casualty vessel 
until it was able to re� oat at 
1am.

While keeping a close 
eye on the casualty vessel, 
the crew enjoyed newly 
supplied freeze-dried meals 
aboard – although the 
lifeboat has hot water, there 
are no cooking facilities on 
board. 

Five hours a� er arriving 
on scene, the yacht re� oated 

around midnight. � e life-
boat’s towline was rigged, 
and passed across to the 
XP boat, and then to the 
casualty vessel.

Fortunately, there was no 
water ingress, but the initial 
thought of damage to the 
rudder was correct. � e 
tow was lengthened and, 
with two crew members on 
board, best speed was made 
back towards Oban.

Arriving back in Oban Bay 
by 1.20am, the Coastguard 
Rescue Team were on 
hand to secure the vessel at 
Oban’s transit marina.

� e lifeboat returned to 
station where she was ready 
for service again by 2am, 
eight hours a� er the initial 
call.
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Oban is placed to become 
maritime centre of learning
Much of Argyll’s tourism and recre-
ational activity centres on attractive 
coastal scenery and some of the 
most varied and demanding sailing 
conditions in the world.

A staggering 80 per cent of total 
available berths in Scotland are 
located along the Clyde and West 
Coast, and sailing tourism is worth 
an estimated £39 million annually in 
the region.

Argyll and Bute and Oban as a 
university town are ideally placed to 
take full advantage of this growth in 
marine tourism and the aquaculture 
industry to become a centre for edu-
cating Scotland’s next generation of 
maritime workers.

�e economic value of Oban’s new 
North Pier pontoons facility is esti-
mated to be around £25 million over 
the next 20 years. �e project cost 
£2.5 million and has been �nanced 
by Argyll and Bute Council, the 
Scottish Government and Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise.

Aquaculture also makes a signif-
icant contribution to the economy 

of Argyll and Bute, providing year-
round jobs which are critical for 
coastal communities. �e sector also 
supports jobs in transport, process-
ing and support services.

Shell�sh companies operating in 
Argyll and Bute produce roughly 80 
per cent of Scotland’s Paci�c oysters 
and around 11 per cent of Scotland’s 
blue mussels, together valued at 
approximately £2.1 million, which 
is around 20 per cent of the Scottish 
total. �e salmon farming industry 
in Argyll is estimated to support 
460 employees, contributing an 
estimated £47 million to the national 
economy.

Don Mitchell, head of curriculum 

at Argyll College UHI, said: ‘�e 
maritime industry in Argyll is 
set to grow and demands skilled 
employees. 

‘As a university town, Oban is well 
placed to be at the centre of a mari-
time skills revolution. We’re working 
closely with employers to train local 
people to take up the skilled jobs 
which will be created in the maritime 
industry in Argyll.’

Local marine businesses have been 

instrumental in driving forward the 
development of a new SVQ quali�ca-
tion in boat building and repair with 
British Marine, and the industry 
body SEMTA. Planning is currently 
under way to create a modern ap-
prenticeship scheme based on this, 
which will be delivered by Argyll 
College UHI in partnership with 
local employers.

Oban is also home to the world-re-
nowned Scottish Association for 

Marine Science (SAMS UHI), one 
of Europe’s leading marine science 
research organisations.

SAMS research has informed gov-
ernment policy on aquaculture and 
feeds into the SAMS UHI BSc Marine 
Science. It also allowed SAMS UHI 
to lead a European Masters Degree 
in sustainable aquaculture, alongside 
commercial partners globally and 
institutes in Greece and France.

Prof Keith Davidson, SAMS associ-
ate director for education, said: ‘From 
�shing and ferry travel to marine en-
gineering and marine science, Oban 
has long had an association with the 
sea and seems the ideal location for 
maritime education.

‘Countries around the world are 
turning to the sea to aid their future 
prospects and Oban is well placed 
to play a vital role in developing this 
so-called “blue economy”, not just 
for Argyll but for the whole country.’

To learn more about the 
university town project, visit 
www.obanunitown.org and use 
#LoveLearningLoveOban

SAMS at Dunsta�nage is a leading marine research organisation.
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Experiencing variety and 
contrast of people and place 
is a good way to build and 
maintain some degree of equi-
librium and perspective in the 
fast-moving and ever-chang-
ing world of today.

The past two weekends have 
very enjoyably provided a 
great experience of the famil-
iar and the new.

A couple of weeks ago, 
Andrew and I decided to head 
off somewhere on the St Olave 
for a few of days following the 
long complex road of selling 
the Ceilidh House. 

As with most complicated 
journeys, when it was fi nally 
concluded there was a great 
feeling of relief and we both 
thought we should celebrate.

If you are going to mark any 
occasion like that, it has to be 
done right away. If it is left 
even a few weeks, the essence 
of what you are celebrating 
is lost – new issues and ex-
citements will have arrived, 
the sense of relief will have 
disappeared and the feeling of 
celebration will be eclipsed by 
the return to normality.

We had talked about going 

to Barra in the days before, but 
a few of our usual partners in 
crime there were away, and be-
cause of the time leaving Oban 
it would be after midnight 
before we arrived – everyone 
would be in bed and important 
establishments shut.

However, as we neared the 
top of the Sound of Mull, the 
excitement of heading for 
Castlebay got the better of us, 
so to the north-west we sailed.

Thick fog came down about 
fi ve miles off Castlebay and 
it made the approach even 
more atmospheric than usual. 
The sight of Kisimul Castle 
appearing through a shroud 
of fog in the midsummer 
twilight evoked powerfully 
all the excitement and magical 
associations we have with this 
place and its people.

I can advise that if anyone 
has anything to celebrate, 
Barra is the place to do it.

We were tied up by midnight, 
then soon met by friends from 
Vatersay and the events of that 
night and the next day were the 
perfect combination of good 
fun, music and nonsense that 
we were hoping for.

Having a tune with Vatersay 
Boys box player Micheal DD 
is always a great experience 
and the raw musicality comes 
through in every note he plays. 
Another musical highlight 
was the singing of our friend 
Donald Frances MacNeil, also 
from Vatersay.

DF has probably the best un-
trained, natural singing voice 
I have heard. The looks on the 
faces of holidaymakers at the 
table next to us was a sight to 
behold when this very tough 
and hardy-looking fi sherman 
sat down beside us and began 
singing with a voice and ex-
pressive delivery of song that 
you would expect from a top 
professional performer.

Barra and Vatersay are not 
like any other islands, or indeed 
places I have been. There is 
a confi dence and strength of 
identity in the people and a 
refusal to adhere to outside con-
vention that is far more robust 
than in any other population.

We had plans to visit many 
more people than we managed, 
so we will need to return soon.

Adventures in Bordeaux to 
follow ...

Islands Bill 
is granted 
royal assent
� e Islands Bill received royal 
assent on Friday July 6 and 
became an Act of the Scottish 
Parliament.

� e Queen has added her 
signature to the Bill, marking 
the moment that it became 
part of the legislation in force 
in Scotland.

� is has been hailed as a 
landmark achievement for the 
councils in Orkney, Shetland 
and the Western Isles.

� e Bill was a key aim of the 
Our Islands Our Future cam-
paign, led by the three local 
authorities, which are working 
together to secure more deci-
sion-making at a local level and 
greater economic prosperity 
for their communities.

It paves the way for measures 
that allow a further devolution 

of powers for island commu-
nities. It will also enable the 
‘island proo� ng’ of existing 
as well as future policies and 
legislation, ensuring that 
these take into account the 
special circumstances of island 
communities – and do not 
disadvantage people living and 
working in the islands.

Roddie Mackay, leader of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
said: ‘� is is an important, his-
toric  day for our islands and, 
indeed, for all of Scotland’s is-
lands. � is has been a pioneer-
ing process that will result in 
real, practical bene� ts for our 
communities. It is also a major 
step forward in empowering 
the people who live and work 
on Scotland’s islands.

‘Engagement with the gov-

ernment will continue over the 
summer and there will be an 
opportunity for communities 
to shape the National Islands 
Plan which is one of the 
key elements of the Islands 
(Scotland) Act.

‘� is plan will cover matters 
such as population, transport 
and digital connectivity, all 
particularly important for is-
land communities. I would en-
courage communities to take 
advantage of this opportunity.

‘I would like to pay tribute 
to all those who have worked 
hard to bring about the major 
achievements so far, particu-
larly our colleagues in Shetland 
and Orkney and Scottish 
Government ministers.’

Securing investment is the 
focus for the next phase.
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Money changes all the time: not the actual 
shape of the coins or the colour of the bank-
notes, yet it does so because money is very 
personal and, just as your life changes, so do 
your � nances.

� ink about it: in about a decade you go from 
a child with pocket money to having a holiday 
job and negotiating your way through student 
life and starting work. � en there are some 
years of getting growing into your working 
life, enjoying the rewards and setting yourself 
up for your own family life. Before you can 
turn around and blink, you will be sending 
your children out on their own journeys and 
looking forward to your retirement.

� at might sound a little simplistic. While 
most lives follow a similar pattern, each 
person and family is unique and so will their 
money needs be. Yes, we will all have the same 
range of � nancial products to choose from 
but making that choice one that suits our own 
unique circumstances – that is the secret of 
success.

And your de� nition of � nancial success can 
change many times during your life. Right 
now it could be paying o�  credit card debt; 
being able to � nd � nance an extra £20,000 for 
a house you have fallen for; being able to help 

your children get a good start in life or having 
enough money to cope with an emergency.

It is all about choice and making those deci-
sions can be a nightmare if you do not have the 
right advice – which is why there are so many 
money comparisons websites.

Ask yourself if your � nancial planning is 
going to be based on a cute animal puppet or 
a bloke who can hit the high notes in a song 
and why on earth is James Cosmo wearing a 
woolly-jumper with dead chickens hanging 
o�  its shoulders?

� e government advice service recommends 
that, for � nancial advice on the ‘whole of the 
market’, you should always use an independ-
ent � nancial adviser; there are two types of 
� nancial adviser – independent or restricted.

Independent � nancial advisers are author-
ised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority to provide unbiased and impartial 
advice to ensure you receive the best possible 
� nancial guidance. Remember that a� er being 
given that advice you are under no obligation 
to appoint the adviser to act on your behalf. 
Properly authorised advisers are regulated so 
you are protected if things go wrong.

� e UK Government’s Money Advice 
Service on line is a good place to start. 

Money matters and so do your choices
A little bit of time, thought and action right now, no matter how young or old you 
are can make all the di� erence, so choose wisely and consult � nancial advisers
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Never too young to learn
Forget the piggybank 

your children need jam jars

In today’s complex 
fi nancial and business 
world, everyone needs 
reliable, professional 

accountancy and 
taxation help to 

manage their personal 
and business fi nances.

Albany Chambers, Albany Street, Oban, Argyll T: 01631 562169   
E: mail@simmers.co.uk   www.simmers.co.uk

   

Accountancy

Wages & RTI

Planning & Projections VAT Book-keeping & VAT Records

Audit

Business Services

Taxation and Tax Planning

I.T.

Making Tax Digital (MTD)
All businesses with turnover above the VAT threshold of £85,000 are required to ‘go digital’ 
from 1 April 2019.

From this date, all such businesses will have to:
• keep their records digitally; and

• Submit their VAT returns to HMRC through MTD compatible software.  HMRC’s 
Government Gateway will no longer be available for this purpose.

HMRC will require quarterly updates direct from digital records.  They believe this will help 
prevent errors arising from manual calculations or transferring information from one format 
into another.

What does this mean for you?
This is a chance for businesses to improve and streamline their accounts through using 
digital compliant systems e.g. a cloud accounting system or a bridging software package.  

Businesses need to think about changing their accounting systems NOW so they are set up 
and running in time for the deadline.  Early adoption is available and might be helpful so 
please talk to us.

Loch Awe House, 
Barmore Road, Tarbert  
Tel: 01880 820277

When you are four or fi ve years 
old, your idea of waiting a very 
long time for something is 
about eight minutes, perhaps 
12 minutes, but that would be 
pushing it.

Instant grati� cation is: NOW!
(Some adults might want to 
remember this, because nothing 
is more unattractive or unbe-
coming in a grown-up than this 
infant-like behaviour.)

Like everything in life, from 
learning to swim to playing 
the bagpipes, it is best to start 
young. Your children are not 
going to be afraid if they see you 
acting confi dently and having 
fun in the water and when learn-
ing the pipes you start with the 
chanter.

Showing them the basics and 
then chucking your child in the 
deep end to sink or swim never 
worked. It is the same with mon-
ey: you cannot expect a 16- or 
17-year-old not to get in a mess if 
they have never had any lessons 
or if the only things they have 
learned are your bad examples.

The Money Advice Service 
commissioned a report: Habit 
Formation and Learning 
in Young Children from Dr 
David Whitebread and Dr 
Sue Bingham, University of 
Cambridge. The 24-page re-
port looks at not just children 
learning about money but their 
perceptions and the amount of 
infl uence advertising children 
and young people encounter. 
The report highlights:

• Learning from experience, 
particularly for young chil-
dren, is always more pow-
erful than learning through 
instruction.

• By four to fi ve years, children 
understand that they need 
to pay for merchandise, but 
may not understand that 
coins have diff erent values.

• By the age of seven years, 
several basic concepts relat-
ing broadly to later ‘fi nance’ 
behaviours will typically 
have developed.

• It is the basic approaches 
and skills which are 
modelled, discussed and 
demonstrated by parents 
and other signifi cant adults, 
that are likely to be infl uen-
tial ‘levers’, instilling effi  cient 
habits and practices.

Teaching your young children 
about money can be as simple 
as a clear glass jar, not a pottery 
or plastic piggy bank. They can 
see the money in the jar grow as 
they keep adding to it.  For older 
children, discuss what they 
could buy and how they could 
spend: if you buy this then you 
won’t have enough money to 
do that next week.

We live in a cashless age and 
your children will also have 
to learn how to translate and 
transfer those coins into online 
spending. As they get older and 
think that their phone is way 
smarter than mum and dad, 
there are money apps specially 
designed for children. Go on 
line to see which one you think 
would suit them best.

ADVERTORIAL
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Marine platform 
on Loch Etive is 
Canada-bound
A Taynuilt-based aquaculture company 
has played its part in testing a major 
new marine renewables project now on 
its way to Nova Scotia.

Workers from Dawnfresh, the UK’s 
largest trout farming company, used 
their boats to help install and later 
remove the PLAT-I marine renewables 
test platform on Loch Etive.

PLAT-I is a multi-hull boat-type 
structure that has turbines underneath 
which spin with the incoming tidal 
� ow and generate power. Sustainable 
Marine Energy is now preparing to ship 
the platform to Nova Scotia and install 
it for a second phase of testing in the 
harsher Canadian climates.

Greig MacPhail, seawater production 
manager at Dawnfresh Farming, said: 
‘We have � sh farm sites at Loch Etive so 
were happy to assist Sustainable Marine 
Energy with moving its PLAT-I tidal 
energy platform from its moorings on 
the loch. It is great to see Argyll leading 
the way in another marine-based 
industry. Lochs and the wider 
marine environment have always been 
important to the local economy and 
community and it is important we use 
these valuable resources as sensitively 
as possible for the widest local bene� t.’

Dawnfresh is one of the UK’s largest 
producers of � sh and seafood working 
with the country’s largest retailers and 
food service companies.

Two Harris brands showcased their wares in 
Japan last week as part of a visit to promote 
Scottish business in the country.

� e Isle of Harris Gin and Harris Tweed will 
feature at a reception at the British Embassy in 
Tokyo, where Fiona Hyslop, Scotland’s Cabinet 
Secretary for Culture, Tourism and External 
A� airs, will promote Scotland.

Delegates will be o� ered the Isle of Harris’ 
gin as a welcome drink before being given the 
opportunity to view Harris Tweed garments and 
accessories – which will include a quirky Hello 
Kitty, the � ctional character created by Japan’s 
Yuko Shimizu, clad in tweed.

� e presence of Harris business success stories 
will demonstrate that some of Scotland’s most 
remote enterprises can achieve international 
reach.

Relations between Scotland and Japan have led 
to signi� cant diplomatic, cultural and business 
collaborations in recent years. 

And with Japan ranking 19th as an export 
destination for Scottish goods, Scotland also 
continues to enjoy con� dence from Japanese 
investors – 90 of whom are currently based here, 
employing 6,060 locally adding £1.8 billion to 
the economy.

� e two Harris companies were invited to 
attend the Cabinet Secretary’s reception by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE). 

To date, Isle of Harris Distillers has received 
grant approvals from HIE totalling more than 
£1.25 million assisting with the construction 
of the distillery, o� -site warehouse, business 
development costs and attendance at trade fairs. 

Harris fi rms push 
products in Japan

Simon Erlanger of Isle of Harris Gin.

� e company also leases the land it occupies 
from HIE. Harris Tweed has enjoyed continued 
support from HIE, including a £300,000 invest-
ment towards the upgrade and expansion of 
Lewis-based Harris Tweed Hebrides to meet the 
increase in demand for its unique fabric.

Simon Erlanger, managing director of Isle of 
Harris Gin, said: ‘Despite the brand’s infancy, 
Harris gin has been embraced by Japan and its 
love of premium spirits.

‘� e Japanese share a passion for seaweed 
and seafood, so the connection with our Isle of 
Harris gin and the Hebridean sugar kelp lends 

itself to great opportunity for growth. I recently 
attended the food and drink market specialist 
event run by HIE, attended by two experts 
from Japan, which allowed me to discuss global 
export opportunities at length. I hope that by the 
end of 2018, 15 per cent of sales will come from 
international markets.’

Lorna Macauley, chief executive of Harris 
Tweed Hebrides Authority, added: ‘Japan con-
tinues to be a vitally important premium export 
market for Harris Tweed. Japanese consumers 
understand and appreciate colour, texture and 
hand-cra� smanship so evident in Harris Tweed.’
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Wild Thyme Spirits begins production on island of Colonsay
Wild � yme Spirits has now begun 
gin production on the island of 
Colonsay and launched its � rst 
island batch – Wild � yme 909.

Fin Geekie said: ‘We are so excited 
to be bringing production home to the 
island.

‘Our � rst year has � own by and this 
part of our plan has come around 
quicker than we could have imagined. 
We’re now looking forward to releas-
ing our � rst island-distilled batch 
and employing our � rst islanders – a 
few extra pairs of hands will come in 
very useful.’

Husband and wife team Fin and 
Eileen relocated from Oxfordshire to 
the island in 2016 and, a� er a success-
ful launch in 2017 and � rst year cra� -
ing small-batch Colonsay Gin with the 
help of Strathearn, one of Scotland’s 
smallest distilleries, Wild � yme 
Spirits will now produce Colonsay Gin 
solely on the island.

� e business has already contributed 
to the sustainability and development 
of the island economy and moving 
production there will help to create 
employment.

� e � rst island batch has been named 

Wild � yme 909 and is a limited edi-
tion bottling of their award-winning 
Colonsay Gin.

Inspiration for Wild � yme Spirits 
is rooted in Colonsay’s landscape and 
its Celtic folklore and the number 
also signi� es the 909 years since the 

legendary Viking maiden, Alva, was 
marooned upon the island.

Colonsay Gin is distilled with seven 
botanicals: juniper, angelica root, cal-
amus root, liquorice root, orange peel, 
orris root and coriander seeds.

Wild � yme Spirits has negotiated an 

exclusive agreement with the Colonsay 
Estate to hand-forage for botanicals 
on the island, including access to the 
highly acclaimed gardens and grounds 
of Colonsay House.

� is gives the distillers scope to ex-
periment on a commercial scale with 

an array of botanicals to create future 
products.

� e two entrepreneurs also o� er a 
gin lovers’ retreat weekend package 
which allows guests to unwind and 
enjoy all things gin while enjoying the 
island experience.

Eileen and Fin Geekie moved to their new home and business from Oxfordshire and are now producing Colonsay Gin.
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Iona Community 
asks for £500,000
The Iona Community is inviting people 
around the world to secure the future 
of its centre and presence on the 
tiny Scottish island by helping raise 
£500,000 by the end of the year.

Iona is the birthplace of Christianity 
in Scotland, and has been since St 
Columba established his community 
there in AD563.

The Iona Community was established 
in 1938, when it took up the mantle of 
St Columba to o� er a place of worship 
and community in the rebuilt Abbey 
living spaces.

The Iona Community welcomes 
around 1,500 guests each year, and 
has played a signi� cant role in the 
island’s economy. Years of heavy use 
have taken their toll on the centre and a 
recent survey of the residential facilities 
revealed that without urgent repairs 
and long-term investment they would 
be un� t for purpose within seven years.

The Rev Kathy Galloway, joint leader 
of the Iona Community, said: ‘The abbey 
accommodation is the vehicle that 
enables people of all walks of life to 
engage with the community on Iona.

‘We want to adapt the living areas 
to be accessible for wheelchair users 
and people with mobility issues. We 
also want to install a renewable energy 
heating system and winter proof the 
building so that we can extend our 
season to welcome more visitors and 
volunteers each year. At the moment, 
many rooms are too cold to use past 
October.

‘We are now in the position where 
we might be able to begin phase two 
earlier than expected. This will lead to 
substantial savings and mean we can 
open our doors in 2020.

‘We have raised a magni� cent £3 
million to date. Another £500,000 is all 
we need to cross the line.’

To � nd out more, visit https://iona.org.
uk/capital- appeal-information/.

Ferry is home to  new family

Swallows and Amazons
No other creatures show such variety in their 
choice of home as birds.

� ere is hardly a situation, from the top 
of the highest hill to the eaves of the newest 
house or shed, which isn’t selected by some 
of our feathered friends as a suitable site for 
raising a family.

Usually, it is possible with a bit of thought to 
work out some de� nite factor in their life that 
accounts for their choice even though there 
are times when it may seem a mystery and 
downright ridiculous.

� is summer a pair of swallows nested 
under one of the heavy metal loading-ramps 
of the car ferry MV Corran, which, for more 

than 15 hours a day, plies the fast-moving wa-
ters between Ardgour and Nether Lochaber. 
� ey could not have picked a more deafening 
or busier location with the ramp moving up 
and down more than 70 times a day carrying 
everything from huge timber lorries and 
coaches to cycles and foot passengers.

Even when the ramp was on the slipway, 
the parents could be seen � ying under it and 
walking up its underside to feed and check 
on their chicks. � ere is a suggestion that 
this pair had been nesting inside the wheel-
house of a nearby � shing-boat which had lain 
abandoned on the shore for many years until 
it was removed last winter.

With an apparent liking for a life on the 
ocean waves, they simply transferred their 
a� ection to the MV Corran where they built 
their new home as she lay at her mooring.

Allan McCowan, ferry manager, told me 
that they had black guillemots nesting under 
the ferry’s navigation lights last year, which 
must have been like a penthouse apartment 
compared to under the ramp.

Nest-building began around the end of 
May; by June 17 there were four young who, 
by the � rst week of July, were airborne.

Well done the ferry crew for taking an 
interest and looking out for their more 
unusual passengers. � ey deserve honorary 
membership of the RSPB!

Project to halt orchid decline
A national search has begun for a wild orchid 
that was once widespread in Scotland to pre-
vent its extinction.

� e lesser butter� y orchid (Plantanthera 
bifolia), which has several creamy-white and 
green � owers on each stem, has, according to 
records, declined by more than 30 per cent 
throughout Britain since the 1960s.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is urging 
the public to take part in the survey to help 
build a picture of where the orchid still exists.

Ploughing, draining � elds and chemical 
use may have caused its decline. � e plant is 
among 23 species highlighted by SNH as a 
priority for conservation action in the public 
consultation Scotland’s Species: A frame-
work for Action, which ended on June 30.

SNH botanist Lynne Farrell said the result 
of the orchid survey would help target con-
servation work. ‘� e lesser butter� y orchid 
used to be a fairly common sight in � elds and 

on woodland edges,’ she said. ‘I remember 
seeing it in heathery patches and on roadside 
verges in Argyll just a few years ago but now 
it seems to have vanished from many areas.’

SNH has teamed up with the charity 
Plantlife and the Botanical Society of the 
British Isles (BSBI) for the project.

Jim McIntosh, of the BSBI, said the orchid 
could be experiencing one of the fastest 
declines of plant species in Scotland.

He said: ‘We don’t have accurate infor-
mation about numbers of this orchid in the 
country, but we do know that records of it 
within monitored 10km square areas have 
declined signi� cantly in the past 40 years.’

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines

Lesser butter� y orchids are disappearing 
from Argyll. Photograph: Iain Thornber
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Reader Donald MacCallum dropped into our o�  ces to hand in this photograph of an 
Oban Select from 1960. Back row: Kenny MacMillan, Eric Black, Donald MacInnes, Dougie 
Forgrieve, Campbell MacLeod, Lachie Birrell, Eddie Cooper and Jock Wilson; middle row: 
Paul MacKay, Duncan Cameron, Ewan Campbell, Leslie Grout, Peter MacCuish, Dougie 
MacIntyre and Jock Douglas; front row: Donald MacCallum and Angus MacGillivray.

A view from Lundavra across Fort William to Banavie and Corpach. Date uncertain.

Ferry is home to  new family

Trevor Dines of Plantlife added: ‘While we 
have been good at saving some of our rarest 
species, it appears that many widespread 
plants, like this orchid, have su� ered.

‘It would be a tragedy if this loss continued 
when simple changes to management could 
save it for future generations.’

� ese tiny orchids are to be found in damp, 
grassy or heathery areas or sometimes along 
the edge of ditches or even on roadside 
verges in colonies of up to 20 creamy white 
� owers tinged with yellow-green in a slim 
� ower spike from six to 10 inches high. � e 
long slender downward curving spur that 
carries the nectar � ows out behind each 

� ower and looks like little butter� ies – hence 
their name. � e � ower’s lengthy central lip 
is � anked on both sides by a single pointed 
spreading petal.

� e lesser butter� y orchid has done well in 
places in Morvern this season. On roadside 
verges, where they have been more proli� c 
than usual, local Highland Councillor 
Andrew Baxter requested the council’s 
grass-cutting contractors to delay their an-
nual cut until a� er this delicate and beautiful 
plant died back to allow it to propagate.

A � ne example of the local authority work-
ing with the conservation bodies to preserve 
a unique community asset.

The MV Corran showing the ramp, left, under which 
a pair of swallows built their nest which produced 
four young. Photograph: Iain Thornber. Inset: the nest the 
swallows built under the ramp. Photograph: Allan McCowan
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, 
post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or in High Street, Fort 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Opposition to CMAL 
comes as no surprise
There should be little surprise that 
tourism and business organisations in 
the Oban area have coalesced into a 
campaign group to oppose the proposal 
put forward by Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) to be in sole control of 
Oban bay.

CMAL is seeking a Harbour Revision 
Order that would grant it control over 
activities in the bay but BID4Oban, Oban 
and Lorn Tourism Alliance (OLTA) and 
Port of Oban Welcomes have all voiced 
serious concerns at the plan.

At present the bay is run by Oban 
Bay Management Group (OBMG), a 
coalition established in 2008 of CMAL, 
the Northern Lighthouse Board and 
Argyll and Bute Council. It also includes 
representation from CalMac and a local 
stakeholder group.

As we report this week, the opposition 
is centred on the fact that there are far 
more companies and organisations 
with vested interests in the bay and its 
activities than simply CMAL.

Now the business community is being 
invited next week to a meeting in the 
Corran Halls to discuss the matter, and 
there is an online survey, available on the 
Oban Harbour website, where members 
of the public can have a say on the future 
of the bay.

We would encourage as many 
stakeholders and interested parties as 
possible to undertake the survey and to 
attend the meeting, if appropriate.

On the face of it, putting a commercial 
enterprise in sole charge of Oban bay 
would be counter-intuitive.

Railway bridge at 
Glencruitten is dangerous
� e rail bridge at Glencruitten is in a danger-
ous state of corrosion and has deteriorated so 
badly it is now at the point that both main un-
der-beams supporting both rails have rotted 
through with large holes.

I have contacted ScotRail and I believe there 
is a speed restriction at this point for trains 
but the only way forward a� er years of neglect 
and complacency is to repair the bridge, cre-
ating more work locally.

Also the main road/rail bridge near the � re 
station in Oban has been hit many times due 
to the fact that there are no height restriction 
signs at either side of the main road to warn 
oncoming high vehicles.

All you hear is that ‘the situation is being 
monitored’.

Stephen Jones,
Burnside Place, Oban.

Where can visitors park 
overnight in Oban?
I have recently attended the Round Mull Yacht 
Race.

Myself and many others really struggled to 
� nd anywhere within reasonable walking dis-
tance to the North Pier transit ferry to Kerrera 
where I could legally park my car overnight.

� e swimming pool car park is only place I 
could � nd but it was over� owing.

One used to be able to park down by Oban 
Sailing Club but that is now charged on an 
hourly basis.

I was told of behind the St Columba’s 
Cathedral, but was confronted by an obvious 
no overnight parking warning.

I have no issues paying for my overnight 
parking, I just need somewhere to actually 
park.

I would suggest something should be 
considered to alleviate this issue.  If there is 
no space in town then create park and ride 
scheme from somewhere further out of town.

If the council does nothing, then people will 
not visit, stay in or use the town.

Ian Wormald,
by email.

Harbour trust is needed in 
the interests of all bay users
� ere’s no doubt that Oban is a busy harbour 
that needs safe management but CalMac’s 
ferries are not the only show in town.

� ere is a developing tra�  c in cruise vessels, 
large and small, many � shing vessels, almost 
countless yachts enticed by the new pontoons 
as well as the Northern Lighthouse Board 
and RNLI activities. It is vital for its ongoing 
vitality that the harbour’s operation is not 
dominated by the requirements of just one 
user.

Argyll and Bute Council, the existing 
harbour authority, should take some responsi-

GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT OUR NEWSDESKS
Oban 01631 568060; Fort William 01397 703003
Email: editor@obantimes.co.uk; fort@obantimes.co.uk

SENIOR REPORTERter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

REPORTERter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

SENIOR REPORTERter
Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

SENIOR REPORTERter
Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

EDITOR
Susan Windram
swindram@obantimes.co.uk dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

DEPUTY EDITOR
Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

REPORTERter
Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

bility. If the council is disinclined or unable to 
look a� er the bay, then it should move quickly 
to establish a local harbour trust so the bay can 
operate safely and e� ectively into the future.

A suitably constituted harbour trust will 
re� ect the interests of all users of the bay. � e 
bay should be run for the bene� t of the whole 
town, not just for the convenience of a single 
operator.

Derek Wilkinson,
Lora House Upper, Connel.

Numerous issues cause 
anger on the islands
I am still receiving lots of justi� able complaints 
about the terrible condition of Manse� eld Road 
in Port Ellen and the hospital road in Bowmore.

With long overdue roadworks going on across 
Islay and the rest of the Kintyre and Islands 
ward, it is only fair that these roads are not 
ignored.

� e condition of the Bruichladdich toilets con-
tinues to be raised by residents as painting and 
other maintenance desperately needs to be done.

Having our facilities in this condition is not 
only unpleasant for all those who use them 

but is a terrible advert for Bruichladdich with 
so many tourists visiting and having to use 
the toilets. Since contacting the appropriate 
department I have been informed that repairs 
and maintenance are planned for the toilets.

Some recent street lighting repairs have le�  
a lot to be desired. While a quick � x is better 
than nothing, many of these need to be looked 
at again.

BT Openreach sta�  on Islay are expanding 
our internet capabilities. I have contacted BT 
to make sure that the recent issues with phone 
lines in some households are not a result of the 
broadband upgrades.

As well as attending the most recent council 
meeting in Kilmory, I met depute leader of 
the council Gary Mulvaney and spoke about 
the challenges facing Kintyre and the islands 
when it comes to our crumbling infrastruc-
ture alongside our growing industrial output 
due to the success of distilleries on Islay and 
Jura.

I also spoke directly to constituents in 
Tarbert a� er a number, some of whom are 
business owners, contacted me about the re-
cent sewage on Harbour Street due to blocked 
drains. Scottish Water was under � re from 
locals because its slow response and lack of 
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William. This week’s photograph is sent 
to us by Rosie Robinson from Taynuilt, 
who said it show ‘an amazing display of 
noctilucent cloud over Taynuilt tonight 
(July 3)’.

USEFUL CONTACTS
POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463
DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500
Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):

01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 01631 567190 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000
Oban: 01631 570614
WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089

BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

� ar nam bliadhnaichean 
bidh sibhse, mar a dh’èirich 
dhomh � ìn, air coin-
neachadh ri neach neo dhà aig 
am bheil an aon cheann-latha 
breith, ach bidh eòlas agaibh 
air fada bharrachd a rugadh 
air an aon bhliadhna ribh. 

Ach ‘s e ‘s dòcha an t-adh-
bhar moite as motha is còir 
a bhith aig cuid againn gun 
do thachair gun d’ rugadh 
sinn san aon bhliadhna 
ri Seirbheis Nàiseanta na 
Slàinte agus gum bheil an 
t-sochair ionmholta sin air a 
bhith gar dìon fad ar beatha. 

� igeadh dhuinn mar shl-
uagh feadh Bhreatainn seall-
tainn air ais air an t-seachdad 
bliadhna seirbheis sin le moit 
agus buidheachas.

Nach tric a theirear nach 
ionndrainn sinn rud chun 
an caill sinn e, agus cha 
mhotha a chuireas tu luach 
air rud chun am bheil thu na 
eisimeil! 

Sin mar a tha seirbheis 
nàiseanta na slàinte againne, 
agus ged nach leig thu leas 
siubhal fada gun ghearan a 
chluinntinn neo a leughadh 
ma deidhinn ‘s e � anais na 
mòr-chuid gum bheil sinn 
air leth fortanach a leithid a 
bhith againn. 

Cha b’ aithne dhomh � ìn 
ach aon sheann-phàrant, 
athair m’ athar, oir bha mo 
sheanair eile agus mo dhà 
sheanmhair air caochladh 
mun d’ rugadh mi. Fhuair 
mi mach gur e aillse de 

chaochladh seòrsa a chur às 
daibh uile agus tha cuimhne 
agam air piuthar m’ athar 
a’ bruidhinn air mar a bha 
an t-adhartas ann an eòlas 
slàinte agus leigheas fo sheir-
bheis na slàinte air barrachd 
saoghail a thoirt dhan dithis 
bhoireannach sin. 

Chan eil eòlas a bheir bàrr 
air fèin-� iosrachadh agus 
tha cuimhne agam air an 
latha san deach innse dhomh 
gun robh aillse orm � ìn. 

Bha an naidheachd mar 
chlach às na speuran agus 
chan eil mi a’ smaoineachadh 
gum biodh duine nach biodh 
eagallach, mar a bha mise 
cuideachd. 

Ach thog proifeiseantaich 
na seirbheis mo mhisneachd, 
a’ dèanamh soilleir dhomh 
gum bheil leigheas air ìocsh-
laint sam bith gu mòr an urra 
ri rùn an euslaintich buaidh a 
thoirt. 

Cha robh, nam eòlas, na 
daoine sin idir a’ gabhail 

orra � èin a bhith uile-chum-
hachdach ach bha iad bro-
snachail, fritheilteach, agus 
coibhneil.

� a iomadh rud ‘s dòcha a 
dh’iarramaid a leasachadh 
a thaobh seirbheis na slàinte 
agus gu follaiseach tha feum 
air barrachd maoin a chur 
rithe, ach chan eil teagamh 
nach iad an luchd-obrach 
a tha cho dìcheallach agus 
dìleas dhan cuid obrach 
agus dhan t-sluagh a tha iad 
a’ frithealadh am pàirt as 
luachmhoire den t-seirbheis. 

Meal-an-naidheachd air 
seachdad bliadhna dhan 
t-seirbheis ma-thà, agus mìle 
taing dhan h-uile neach a 
bha, is a tha, ga dèanamh cho 
sònraichte!

Our National Health Service 
is surely one of British 
Government’s greatest 
achievements and we should 
look back with considerable 
pride at 70 years of extraordi-
nary progress. 

While reorganisation 
and extra resources are 
unquestionably and urgently 
required to maintain and 
develop this vital bene� t, 
we must also acknowledge 
and publicly thank the many 
thousands, past and present, 
whose commitment and skill 
have made it great.

Ailean Caimbeul(Allan 
Campbell) ailean@

obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in 
the Highlands and is 
distributed via 1,742 
newsagents every 
week.
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progress in addressing problems. I have made 
my anger clear to Scottish Water.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Ulva cost about as much as 
Neymar’s wee toe
As a football fan and proud Scot, I am loving 
the World Cup and looking forward with cer-
tainty to us being there in Qatar in 2022.

Maybe the wonderful Brazilian Neymar 
will have a Scottish granny, switch to us, and 
sign for Hearts. � ey would likely have to top 
the $263 million PSG paid up front for him, 
with the eventual cost reaching $528 million.

In sterling, the fee was about £401 million 
which equals 100 Ulva community buy-outs. 
Or that Ulva cost the same as Neymar’s wee toe.

� e di� erence is that Neymar and the gilded 
football elite seem to be on another planet, 
whereas the money spent to secure hope, 
con� rm tenancies and business, and allow 
another part of Scotland to live again is in the 
real world.

� rough the Scottish Land Fund supporting 
community-led buy-outs for relatively small 

amounts, people, especially the young, have a 
real stake in the future.

Yes, there are many competing priorities for 
government support but these, once-in-a-life-
time, opportunities to put such a basic resource 
as land into the hands of those who live  there, 
and will soon live there, cannot be let go.

And when communities thrive again on islands 
and in glens, empowered people will demand 
the modern connectivity that a grown-up and 
independent populace should expect.

� e alternative is continued depopulation, 
an exodus of young people, and a pipe dream 
that it will all just get better if Neymar has a 
Scottish granny.

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Oban.

What are the long-term 
intentions of NHS Highland?
I was delighted to read in the Lochaber Times 
(June 21) that a� er a year of campaigning, Dail 
Mhor House care home in Strontian has opened 
its doors to residents for the � rst time in almost 
a year.

However, nobody should be fooled that this 
was some sort of gesture of magnanimity 
by NHS Highland towards the people of the 
communities of Ardnamurchan. It was most 
certainly not. NHSH has been trying to engineer 
the closure of this vital facility for a few years 
now. It was forced to step back on the previous 
occasion and has been so forced again.

On this occasion, great credit must go to the 
e� orts of the Joint Communities Group and 
to local councillor Andrew Baxter for their 
tenacity, but special thanks are due to former 
councillor Dr Michael Foxley, whose letters to 
the press exposed the actions of NHS Highland 
to be illegal. Without Dr Foxley’s contribution, 
it is doubtful whether NHSH would have been 
held to account.

Despite this ‘good news’, however, I am still 
very suspicious regarding the long-term inten-
tions of NHS Highland. I feel that it has bought 
the communities o�  with its o� er of ‘respite 
facilities’. 

If it can run the home with residential respite 
beds, then it can run it with permanent resi-
dential beds. While there is a growing need for 
respite facilities, these should not be provided 
at the expense of the even more important per-
manent facilities. � e families of those elderly 
people who need permanent residential care are 
the ones with the greatest need of the care home 
to be nearby. It is these families who, since the 
closure of permanent residential facilities at Dail 
Mhor, have been faced with impossibly long 
journeys to visit their loved ones in Fort William.

� is campaign cannot be judged as successful 
until Dail Mhor House is returned to full 
residential facilities with increased numbers of 
beds to cater for what is only going to become in-
creased demand for both permanent and respite  
beds. NHSH cannot be allowed to get away with 
taking the heat o�  itself with its o� er of ‘beads 
for the natives’.

Alan � omson,
� e Old Barn, Kilcamb Paddock, Strontian.
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Friends of Kilbride is holding 
a family open day in Lerags on 
Saturday July 21, inspired by 
Scotland's Year of Young People.

From 2-5pm, there will be activ-
ities for all the family, conceived 
and organised by young people, 
including traditional archery and 
falconry displays.

Friends volunteer Liam Gri�  n 
said: ‘At our Christmas open 
day last year, we were discussing 
fundraising ideas and some of our 
youngest volunteers suggested we 
hold an archery event.

‘As the Year of Young People 

aims to inspire Scotland through 
its young people by valuing their 
contribution to communities, we 
thought this was the perfect way 
to get in the spirit.’

� ere will be a pop-up cafe 
o� ering teas, co� ees and 
home-baking, as well as tours of 
Kilbride and activities youngsters. 
All ages can participate in archery 
with Lorn Longbows and Paul 
Finnigan, from Oban, of Finn 
Falconry, will have a display of his 
birds of prey. Children under 16 
must be accompanied by an adult.

‘� e Year of Young People 

2018 provides a platform to 
promote and celebrate the talents, 
achievements and contributions 
of Scotland’s incredible young 
people,’ said Liam.

‘Our hard-working volunteers, 
as young as 10, play an important 
role in preserving Kilbride and 
making it available to the com-
munity and visitors from around 
the world.

‘Whether helping with land-
scape maintenance or assisting 
with tours of the grounds, our 
young volunteers play an impor-
tant role and we are proud they 

have come up with the idea of an 
archery event for a community 
fundraiser.’

Historic Kilbride, three miles 
south of Oban on the Lerags 
road, is a historically important 
medieval church, graveyard and 
associated archaeological site 
dating to the Bronze Age.

Friends of Kilbride is a charity 
dedicated to preserving the site 
and building on its millennia-old 
tradition as a gathering place for 
the community.

Everyone welcome, with entry 
by donation. Free parking.

APPIN

Family open day at Lerags celebrates Year of Young People

Two highland dancers from Appin have re-
turned from Ireland as champions.

Erin Jackson, 11, and Eva MacColl, 12, won 
trophies at a dancing competition in Donegal 
Town on Saturday June 30. � e girls attend 
Appin School of Dance, where they are taught 
by Trisha McKay.

Erin won overall in the 12 and under inter-
mediate section and Eva won runner up in the 
13 and under premier section.

Erin Jackson, teacher Trisha McKay and Eva 
MacColl. 

Dancers step out in style and 
win silverware in Ireland

Pedal power has won pupils and sta�  
from Strath of  Appin  Primary School and 
Nursery two top awards.

� e small school heard the great news just 
before they broke up for the holidays.

� ey have been awarded  � rst place across 
the whole of Scotland and for the entire UK 
for getting 100 per cent of its youngsters to 
cycle to school on one particular day as part 
of a challenge set by Sustrans.

� e Big Pedal event has become an annual 

highlight of the school’s calendar over the 
years.

Pupils and sta�  cycle or scooter along the 
Sustrans cycle track route 78 which runs 
along past the school.

‘It is a beautiful scenic route which every-
one enjoys using.   � e sta�  at the school 
appreciate the support of family and friends 
who help to transport bikes, trikes and 
scooters to the school, enabling everyone to 
take part,’ said teacher Elsa Shepton.

Appin youngsters win big pedal challenge

BONAWE

KILMORE

BENDERLOCH
Police are keeping check of speeding cars 
outside Lochnell Primary School.

O�  cers are ‘fully aware’ of parents’ concerns 
and will continue to monitor the situation ‘as 
operational commitments allow’, said a police 
report to community council members. An es-
timated £60,000 is needed to make pot-holed 
Victory Hall car park � t for purpose. Debate is 
ongoing about who should pay. � e car park 
is used � ve days a week during term-time as 
a dropping o�  point for Lochnell Primary 
School opposite. � ere is no public liability 
cover on the car park, Ardchattan community 
councillors were told.

A pop-up Bookends event brought in a 
crowd of all ages to the Victory Hall to share 
the love of reading last week.

Money was received from Argyll and Bute’s 
Supporting Communities Fund this year to 
support events which bridge the age gap with 
books. � e sessions o� er a safe space, reduce 
social isolation and encourage the sharing of 
skills and knowledge.

Bridging the age gap last week at one of 
Benderloch’s Bookends pop-up sessions in 
the Victory Hall.

A 16-inch TV and a bin bag marked Ayrshire 
Council are among the latest items dumped in 
Bonawe. 

� e TV was found stu� ed in one of the bins 
outside the church and the bin bag, which had 

Kilmore’s 100 Club winner for July was F 
Dickie.

A soup and pud lunch on Saturday June 30 
raised £170. � e event was enjoyed by every-
one on a very hot day. � anks go to the helpers 
and those who supported the event.

� e pair both attended Appin Primary 
School and Eva sacri� ced her last day in 
school to attend the competition.

Erin’s mum Claire said: ‘In a very hot 
Donegal Town, they made their teacher very 
proud. � e girls have had a very successful 
season so far and have acquired quite a few 

trophies and shields. � ey have a very busy 
dance season ahead.’
� Appin Art Group is holding an exhibition 
from Wednesday July 18 to Saturday July 28, 
excluding Sunday, from 10.30am to 6pm at 
Port Appin Hall. Admission is free. � e event 
will close at 4pm on the � nal day.

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE
TODAY

CALL OBAN

07786 963 279
VISIT

www.argyllchimneysweep.co.uk
EMAIL

boltnfix@hotmail.co.uk
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At random

Welcome visitors
Anything which enhances the pro� le of our 
beautiful area has to be a good thing.

So I was delighted last week to see two 
stunning boats gracing Oban Bay.

First to arrive was American billionaire Jim 
Simon's luxury personal yacht Archimedes, 
which berthed on the new pontoons at North 
Pier. 

� e £76 million boat dwarfed all the other 
vessels tied up there.

� en, on Friday, the cruise ship Prinsendam 
came to Oban. She is one of the biggest ships 
to call here, with more than 800 passengers 
and 443 crew.

I heard a few cynics decrying the 
Prinsendam’s visit, saying her passengers 
spend relatively little in the local economy.

I disagree. 
I suspect the majority of those who come 

ashore will have found our splendid town 
looking at its best in the � ne weather and will 
have departed with only positive impressions 
of Oban.

With luck, they will go home and spread the 
word about what a great place this is to visit.

Parking problems
Following my query last week about where all 
the cars have gone since parking charges were 
introduced in some areas, I received an email 
from a reader.

It said: ‘I can tell you they are now parked 
(abandoned) on every side street around the 
town making it pretty near impossible to get 
deliveries etc done. 

‘I would hate for there to be an emergency 
and � nd that the � re brigade, ambulance 
etc couldn’t get through, not because most 
of these cars are illegally parked, some are, 
but most are parking in narrow streets, quite 
legally.

‘Council really should take another look at 
this ... or do they want to make out that the 
car parks aren’t getting used so they might as 
well sell them o�  to a hotel chain?’

� e reader makes a valid point. Argyll and 
Bute Council must ensure our narrow streets 
are not blocked to emergency services or that 
inconsiderate drivers are causing a nuisance 
to residents.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

TAYNUILT

Kilmartin Primary School pupils enjoyed 
an outdoor adventure week with help from 
� sh farm company Dawnfresh.

Primary 6 and 7 pupils set themselves the 
challenge of raising funds to go on a trip to 
the Benmore Centre near Dunoon where 
youngsters moving up to secondary schools 
meet future classmates and take part in a 
variety of activities.

Camron MacPhail wrote to Dawnfresh, 
where his dad Greig works as a seawater 
production manager, asking for a donation 
towards the trip.

Farming director Alison Hutchins read 

the letter and called back to o� er £500. ‘I 
received a lovely letter from Camron and 
his classmates explaining why the trip was 
important to him and the rest of the P6 
and P7 class. I was struck by the entrepre-
neurial spirit of the pupils and how they 
had already raised funds through various 
events,’ she said.

With Dawnfresh’s help, the pupils 
reached their £2,000 target.

During their stay at Benmore, 
team-building activities included caving, 
gorge walking and high ropes. � e end of 
their stay was marked with a disco.

Primary school pupils on Mull have received 
£500 a� er being crowned regional winners of 
the Better Energy School Awards.

Children at Lochdonhead Primary School in 
Lochdon created the ‘Lochdon Swan Nature 
Trail’. � eir project was named best entry in 
the ‘Totally Active’ category.

Lochdonhead Primary School turned its 
recently created nature trail into an outdoor 
learning resource.

Pupils worked in partnership with local 
community groups, including the Mull Otter 
Group, to raise awareness of the environment.

� ey placed attractive display boards along 
the trail to help visitors understand more 

More than 20 people so far have shown an 
interest in setting up a tennis club in Taynuilt. 

Timothy Devaney put out a Facebook appeal 
looking for players to get a tennis club going 
again. ‘We have had a great interest and have 
about 24 people on a messenger group,’ he 
said.

Pensioners went to Crie�  last week on the 
� rst of the summer’s senior citizens bus trips. 
Other destinations are Easdale on Tuesday July 
24, Lomond Shores on Tuesday August 7 and 
Inveraray on Tuesday August 21. All trips start 
from the Taynuilt Hotel at 9.30am. Bookings 
should be made in advance at Taynuilt Post 
O�  ce.

split spilling all its contents, was found near 
the loch path close to the quarry. Argyll and 
Bute councillor Elaine Robertson, who was at 
last week’s community council meeting, said: 
‘I don’t know what can be done to stop this. At 
the end of the day we all have to be responsible 
for our rubbish and take it away, not leave it for 
other people to clear up.’

It was suggested the area should get more 
bins or the existing ones should be emptied 
more o� en, but council resources are too 
stretched, the meeting heard.

MULL

Kilmartin Primary School classmates with a £500 cheque from Dawnfresh � sh farm 
company to send them on an outdoors trip.

Donation helps pupils make new 
friends for secondary school

Ardchattan Community Council has co-opted 
Willie Barnett from Tralee and DJ Barr from 
Benderloch as new members.

� e next meeting will be at 7.30pm at North 
Connel Hall on � ursday August 23.

Community engagement events are to be 
organised before the end of the year to � nd 
out how people living in Ardchattan, North 
Connel, Bonawe and Benderloch want to see 
their neighbourhoods develop over the next 
ten years. Funding from Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Supporting Communities Fund has 
been received. A report on the � ndings will be 
collated and published.

ARDCHATTAN

Bus company West Coast Motors is being 
approached about putting on a later service to 
get children home from a� er-school activities.

� e � nal bus of the day to Barcaldine from 
Oban is the school bus, community council-
lors heard at a meeting last week. ‘If children 
want to stay a� er school for any activities, 
they’ve got no bus home. It’s restrictive,’ the 
meeting heard.

BARCALDINE

about what they are seeing. � e children also 
invited other schools to visit and give their 
feedback.

Young People’s Trust for the Environment 
(YPTE) director Peter Littlewood said: ‘� e 
Lochdon Swan Nature Trail is a wonderful lo-
cal asset that is enjoyed by many and is helping 
the children and community learn more about 
their environment.’

� e Better Energy School Awards is a nation-
wide competition for � ve to 11-year-olds, which 
is run by the YPTE in partnership with Total.

� e competition, which aims to generate in-
terest in the environment and raise awareness 
of the need for sustainable energy sources, has 
received entries from almost 275,000 children 
since it began in 2007.

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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WELCOME TO

Plan your day trip from Kennacraig to Colonsay 
every Wednesday with Caledonian MacBrayne

SCENIC SAIL
TO COLONSAY

calmac.co.uk

BOOK NOW
FROM

adult return

OBAN
PLEASE CHECK WWW.
CALMAC.CO.UK 
FOR FARES AND FUR-
THER INFORMATION

RIGHT AT THE HEART OF THINGS
The capital of the West Highlands; the shopping, eating and entertainment destination for 
locals and visitors alike, with McCaig’s Tower on the hill above.

Check out: the seafood served fresh on the pier or in � ne restaurants; historic distillery; great 
pubs and live music scene; national chains alongside specialist local shops, people-watch as 
the boats come and go and enjoy the laidback, friendly buzz.

The journey: A828 – north, following the coast towards Fort William, stunning views across 
to Castle Stalker, Lismore and the outer islands; A85 – east, by iconic Kilchurn Castle with mag-
ni� cent mountain and loch scenery; A816 – south, weaving between sea and inland through 
historic Kilmartin with church, standing stones and museum.

Hopscotch: this is the start of the adventure: ferries to Mull, Coll, Tiree, Islay, Lismore and 
crossing The Minch to the Outer Hebrides.
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WELCOME TO

Plan your day trip from Kennacraig to Colonsay 
every Wednesday with Caledonian MacBrayne

SCENIC SAIL
TO COLONSAY

calmac.co.uk

BOOK NOW
FROM

adult return

OBAN
TO COLONSAY COLONSAY

JOIN THE COLONSAY FAN CLUB
What’s not to love about an island with a publishing house, brewery and its own 
brand of gin? The wildlife is phenomenal and the island is lush and teeming with 
� owers and insects. 

Check out: The beaches, with Atlantic rollers and miles of golden sand. Colonsay has 
a good selection of accommodation from hotel to back packers’ lodge and a wide 
mix of holiday rentals plus a café, restaurant and bar. The island shop is well stocked 
and has butchery and � shmonger services.

The journey: How about a car detox? Leave yours in Oban and walk or cycle – the 
island is only 10 miles long and two wide and has about 15 miles of road. Fuel is 
available on the island.

Hopscotch: As well as the Oban ferry, you can reach Port Askaig on Islay and the 
mainland at Kennacraig, for Kintyre and Mid Argyll.

followed by @ColonsayBrewery

SLOW BREWED TO DELIVER 
MA XIMUM FL AVOUR AND 
REFRESHMENT!

www.colonsaybrewery.co.uk
by Colonsay Brewery
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Hub nets thank 
you from � sh 
farm footballers
Taynuilt sports hub has netted an 
unusual thank you from a � sh farm’s 
� ve-a-side football team who regularly 
use its all-weather pitch to play on 
Tuesdays.

On one of their visits, Dawnfresh 
workers Gari Watson and Ewan Murray 
spotted the goalposts were in need of 
new nets and came up with the idea 
of turning one of their � sh farm’s nets 
into the football variety.

The team returned to the sports hub 
last week to put up the new nets.

Gari, a farm technician at Dawnfresh, 
said: ‘The sta�  at Taynuilt sports hub 
kindly let us use their pitch for football 
and we wanted to � nd a way to say 
thank you.

‘Transforming one of the nets from our 
� sh farm into goal nets was an unusual 
idea but we knew they would be put 
to good use by our team and other 
players.’

Two nature conservation sites which are hab-
itats for hen harriers and otters have received 
extra protection.

� e Glen Beasdale Special Area of 
Conservation in Lochaber, which is desig-
nated under the EU Habitats Directive for its 
oak wood habitat and otters, will be extended 
to compensate for habitat losses following 
the upgrading of the A830 trunk road from 
Arisaig, near Mallaig, to Loch nan Uamh.

� e extension to the Muirkirk and North 
Lowther Uplands Special Protection Area 
designated under the EU Birds Directive will 
protect a range of species including the hen 
harrier and merlin.

It is part of an ambitious package of 
measures, including a £10 million Scottish 
Government investment, to restore the 
Powharnal and Grievehill opencast sites in 
East Ayrshire.

� e extensions will apply legal protection 
to the areas and set new requirements for the 
management of those sites.

Cabinet Secretary for Environment, 
Climate Change and Land Reform, Roseanna 
Cunningham, said: ‘I am very pleased to an-
nounce these additions to Scotland’s network 
of protected areas. Scotland has a major part 
of the UK’s contribution to the EU’s Natura 
2000 network of protected sites, with more 
than 15 per cent of our land area designated 
for a wealth of habitats and species.

‘Land managers are doing great work main-
taining these incredibly valuable natural as-
sets, with these new extensions set to provide 
further protection.’

Anne McCall, director of RSPB Scotland, 
added: ‘� e extension of the Muirkirk and 
North Lowther Uplands Special Protection 
Area is very positive news and RSPB Scotland 
welcomes the Scottish Government’s con-
tinued commitment to the EU Natura 2000 
network of protected sites for nature.

‘We are pleased to have been able to work 

Glen Beasdale gets 
special protection

with the Scottish Government and other 
partners to help redress some of the damage 
caused by opencast coal mining on wildlife 
and to ensure the protection of hen harriers 

and other birds in this important upland 
area.’ � e extensions follow a consultation 
on behalf of Scottish ministers by Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

Taynuilt youngsters enjoying using the 
new nets include Reece Lawrie, Rosie 
Jameson, Kyle MacFarlane and Jamie 
Dunsmore.

Stunning Glen Beasdale 
has had its protected 
status enhanced. 
Photographs courtesy of 
WildAboutLochaber

REQUEST A
QUOTE

TODAY

VISIT
www.katyaembroidery.co.uk

CALL OBAN
0800 999 6979

PATCHES -  CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL GIFTS
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LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.
uk. Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers 
Group can be contacted by email 
on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk

Sunday July 15 
Beinn Ithearlan and Beinn 
Ghormaig, Loch Teacuis
A walk in the heart of the rough 
wilderness of Morven between 
Loch Teacuis and Loch Sunart. 

Two small hills make � ne 
viewpoints. Some 2½km of rough 
walking on pathless terrain links 
two sections on paths or tracks.

Start at the junction at end of 
the public road near the head of 
Loch Teacuis, NM656541, where 
parking is available. Head N along 
the track, going NE past Kinloch, 
and zig-zag up the hill above the 
Allt Coire an Tuim. From the bend 
in the track at NM671560 head N 
uphill, directly to the 409m spot 
height, then W to the summit of 
Beinn Ithearlan, 439m. 

Turn NW descending to cross a 
track, then climb NW to reach the 
cairn at 452m on Beinn Ghormaig. 
Continue NW down to a footpath 
on the Bealach Sloc an Eich at 
350m alt, NM655576. Follow the 
path S down to join a track at 
Gead a’Bhodaich at 190m alt, and 
follow it SW beside the forest 
plantation until the wider track 
is reached at the shore of Loch 
Teacuis. Follow this SE back to the 
junction at Kinloch and then turn 
S just over ½Km back to the start.

Grade: M; Distance: 11km; Height 
to climb: 550m; Map(s): LR49, EX 
383.

Meet at: Corran Ferry for 9.15am 
sailing. Start of walk at 10.35am. 
Leader: Kate Willis 07899 783279.
Thursday July 19
Glen Fintaig land-slip and 
Leana Mhor, Glen Gloy
A short walk, rough and steep in 

places, taking in some interesting 
post-glacial landforms and 
a� ording good views of Glen Roy.

Start at Upper Glen� ntaig, 
NN257887 where limited parking 
is available. Head E on the track 
across the River Gloy. It rises up 
the side of Glen Fintaig and levels 
at about NN268884, alt 280m. 
Climb N up the steep hillside to 
explore around the land-slip area 
(Glen� ntaig Cave). 

Head E to the con� uence of 
two burns at NN275887, cross 
them and climb SE directly to the 
summit of Leana Mhor at 684m. 
Head SW on the high ground at 
� rst, then curving W then NW 
down the increasingly steeper 
slope until it levels out at a spur 
just above a section of the parallel 
road at 356m alt. Turn N down 
steeply again to the foot of Glen 
Fintaig. Cross the Fintaig Water 
where convenient and regain the 
track back to the start.

Grade: M+; Distance: 8km; 
Height to climb: 600m; Map(s) 
LR34 EX400. Meet at: Fort William 
Woollen Mill  at 9.50am for start of 
walk at 10.30am. Leader: Andrew 
Gilbert 07808 924722.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Please see full walk details at 
www.nevishillwalking.club. If 
anyone would like to go out on 
the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.

Saturday July 14
Braeriach, Cairngorms
From the car park, follow the path 
south to cross Allt Mor, through 
the Chalamain Gap and downhill 
to the Lairig Ghru. Cross the burn 
and head SW following the path 
up to Sron na Lairige. From its 
summit, a descent to a broad col is 
followed by the � nal climb to the 
summit of Braeriach. Return by 
the same route.

Distance: 21km, height to 
climb: 1000m. Suggested by 
Gerry Gilbert, coordinated by Toril 
Frantzen.

Video shows mental health 
bene� ts of nature in Argyll
A short � lm to help communities 
value the positive bene� ts to 
people’s mental wellbeing and 
spending more time outdoors has 
been launched.

� e project is the result of a part-
nership between Argyll and the 
Isles Coast and Countryside Trust 
(ACT), Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership (HSCP) 
and the Health and Wellbeing 
Network (HWN).

ACT shot the � lm over several 
months in Argyll and Bute to 
capture seasonal scenic footage 
from areas such as Crinan Ferry, 
Blarbuie Woodland, Old Kilmory 
Road in Lochgilphead, and at 
Kil� nan Community Woodland 
in Tighnabruaich.

Grace McLeod, chairwoman 
of ACT, said: ‘� is � lm gave us a 
great opportunity to encourage 
people to enjoy some of the natu-

ral treasures that we have on our 
doorstep in Argyll and Bute.

‘We wanted to show that being 
active outdoors has bene� ts for 
everyone regardless of their age or 
ability. 

‘While making the � lm we had 
all types of weather and locations 
to experience.’

HWN and ACT are keen to 
encourage communities to 
change the way they view outdoor 
activities to see it as something 
we ‘should do’ and to value the 
positive health and wellbeing 
bene� ts that natural environments 
can have.

� e � lm showcases nature mak-
ing a real di� erence to the quality 
of people’s daily lives and helping 
to improve their mental wellbeing.

Sandra Cairney,  the HSCP 
associate director of public 
health, added: ‘� e � lm has been 

produced for people to recognise 
that being physically active doesn’t 
have to mean doing sport or work-
ing out at the local gym.

‘� e short production focuses on 
taking part in nature-based and 
outdoor activities to help people 
who are su� ering from mental 
ill-health to reduce their levels of 
anxiety, stress, and depression.

‘Scienti� c evidence has proven 
that green spaces and spending 
more time outdoors in natural 
environments is bene� cial to 
improve mental wellbeing.

‘Regular physical activity and 
being socially included is an im-
portant part of living well. People 
who lead an active lifestyle are 
more likely to live longer and less 
likely to develop serious illnesses 
and health conditions.’

Watch the video at https://bit.
ly/2NqQ7cG

A still from the video which shows the bene� ts of the great outdoors.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 12 July 201832  NEWS

Days are never the same
� e Oban Times is running a series 
of articles championing the work 
carried out by Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) in the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles locality.

Each article features a speci� c 
service provided by the HSCP and 
focuses on the sta�  who provide 
that service and the role they play 
in making a positive di� erence 
for the people living in Oban and 
surrounding areas.

� is week we look at the work of 
Tracey Emslie, admissions o�  cer at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Tracey Emslie is Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) admissions o�  cer based at 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Tracey has a total of 21 years’ 
service with the NHS.  � e past 
10 years of her career have been 
working closely with admissions 
and  discharged patients from the 
hospital.

Tracey can also be spotted occa-
sionally working in the accident 
and emergency department when 
required to cover holiday periods.

Admission o�  cers work on the 
front line of the hospital. � is 
means Tracey needs to have a wider 
understanding of hospital services, 
health and social care sta�  and 
departments, as she will o� en be 
the � rst person people are greeted 
by when coming in for treatment.

Tracey said: ‘On a daily basis, I 
deal directly with patients more 
o� en than not who may have long-
term conditions, need treatment, 
are in pain or generally not feeling 

their best. My daily workload is 
really well-structured and I pri-
oritise and assess my caseloads  as 
this is required to increase my 
productivity and smooth running 
of the service.’

Hospital admissions and dis-
charges can be complex and each 
patient’s needs and circumstances 
can be very di� erent. Admitting 
and discharging patients requires 
gathering and recording patients’ 
personal details such as answering 
questions, providing information 
on hospital services and working 
closely with a wide range of HSCP 
sta� , partners and local services.

Tracey’s daily duties include deal-
ing with patients, loved ones and 
carers. Years of experience have 
enabled her to develop excellent 
listening, customer service and 

interviewing skills. All of these 
competencies are required for 
Tracey’s day to day duties and role 
to run smoothly.

She said: ‘My role helps to ensure 
patients’ needs are recognised dur-
ing their stay in hospital, in order 
to make their stay as comfortable 
as possible.

‘Hospital admission can be a 
really worrying time for patients, 
families, friends and carers. Part of 
my job is to ensure patients have a 
positive experience of care and this 
includes identifying and respecting 
patient preferences, including cul-
tural and religious factors.

‘� erefore, a really important 
aspect of my role is listening very 
carefully to individual  patients to 
ensure that they are heard. � is 
could be anything from helping pa-

tient to access services like British 
Sign Language (BSL) interpreter 
service or the chaplaincy service.

‘Occasionally, it is necessary for 
me to provide emotional support 
and alleviation of fear and anxiety 
that people can experience when 
being admitted.’

Tracey’s role also demands a wide 
range of administration duties 
that includes  updating and data 
entry onto internal health and 
social care digital systems. Patient 
information has to be accurately 
recorded and be made available for 
other members of sta�  involved in 
the care of patients. 

� is can include important infor-
mation such as emergency contact 
numbers for patients’ next of kin 
to home care and local service 
providers’ details.

Tracey said: ‘Strong communica-
tion and friendly customer service 
skills are really  important. Each 
working day is never the same. I 
could be dealing with patients who 
may be admitted for one day for 
tests, chemotherapy treatment or 
surgical procedures, to inpatients 
who will stay one or more nights 
for medical treatment or further 
investigations.

‘I need to be organised and artic-
ulate, as patients being admitted or 
discharged must have their records 
updated with regard to strict hospi-
tal policies and procedures.’

Once patients are in recovery, 
deemed medically � t for discharge 
or able to self-manage in their own 
environment, there is a discharge 
assessment that involves a wide 
range of health and social care sta�  
to determine whether a patient 
needs more care a� er they leave 
the hospital. Tracey receives this 
information digitally and checks to 
make sure that follow up appoint-
ments are organised.

Tracey enjoys her rural lifestyle 
and � nds it very easy to balance her 
work and  personal life. She can’t 
get enough of her sewing hobby 
and really enjoys spending  time 
with her grandchildren on local 
walking routes and beaches. She is 
also well known for going on day 
trips.

Tracey said: ‘I really do enjoy liv-
ing and working in Oban. I spend 
a lot of time outdoors with family 
and really do bene� t from the local 
walking routes and  beaches. My 
love for sewing also keeps me oc-
cupied and busy in my spare time.’

‘I really do enjoy 
living and working 
in Oban. I spend a 
lot of time outdoors 
with family and really 
do bene� t from the 
local walking routes 
and beaches’ Tracey Emslie, admissions o�  cer at Oban hospital.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Call 0141 243 2224 or Book Online 
at waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

Cruise Loch Fyne aboard  Paddle Steamer Waverley!
Sailing from TARBERT Pier

SUNDAY July 29 
Leave 3pm back 4.30pm
Fare: Cruise Loch Fyne £21 SC £19 
         Children only £10.50

WEDNESDAYS until August 22 
Leave 2.45pm back 4.20pm

Ferry stories penned by a 
group of Argyll College pals 
have been compiled in a new 
book, with pro� ts going to 
the RNLI.

� e collection of tales en-
titled Sea Passages has been 
published by Seilachan Fort 
and is out now, available on 
Amazon.

From around Oban, the 
ferry hub of Scotland’s 
isle-tangled West Coast, 10 
authors o� er up stories on 
the theme of sea and river 
crossings.

� e anthology will be 
o�  cially launched at � e Authors Alison Dawson and Joan MacDonald both have stories in Sea Passages.

Rock� eld Centre on Tuesday 
July 17 at 8pm. Alex Breck, 
who edited it, said: ‘Sea and 
river crossings may bring 
together or tear apart people 
and the chapters of their 
lives. 

Here are stories of those 
passing purposefully over 
the water and those being 
swept by tides. Whether 
moving on, heading back 
or just adri� , ferries feature 
large. Here are people lost 
and people found. Birth and 
death. Tales of whales, the 
bleat of sheep and the tang of 
the salt air.

Not all are Scottish ferries. 
Not all may be real ferries. 
But each journey is a cross-

ing in which something is 
discovered or something is 
changed.

� e authors are all connect-
ed through creative writing 
classes at some time at Argyll 
College. Tutor Roxanne 
MacColl also has a story 
included.

� e book has been in the 
making for a couple of years, 
and was co-ordinated by 
Alex Breck.

Alison Dawson from 
Connel has two stories in it. 

Deliverance tells a tale 
inspired by the plight of 
Syrian refugees in the Agean 
and � e Crossing is about the 
Mull ferry and going home to 
die.

Ferry stories 
boost RNLI

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
Meur Chruachain - (Cruachan Branch)

 Taynuilt Summer Ceilidh
A family friendly evening of Music, Song and Dance

Taynuilt Village Hall
Thursdays 5th July – 16th August, 7:30pm

Admission £4      Children £2
A warm welcome is extended to all

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
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Scottish Dance � eatre 
(SDT) is collaborating with 
Glasgow music label Optimo 
to bring Brazilian street fes-
tival inspired show Looping: 
Scotland Overdub to Mull as 
part of its summer tour.

Working with Optimo re-
cords and DJs JD Twitch and 
Bake, the full company of 12 
Scottish Dance � eatre danc-
ers will bring this street fes-
tival ceilidh to Mull � eatre, 
Druim� n, Tobermory.

Words are by the acclaimed 
writer Kieran Hurley (Beats, 
Rantin’) and moves are by 
Felipe de Assis and Rita 
Aquino of the Brazilian 
dance collective made famous 
at the 2016 Panorama Festival 
in Rio.

Inspired by the Brazilian 
street festival and ceilidh cul-
ture, Scottish Dance � eatre 
connects these two countries 
through the vision of artists 
Felipe de Assis and Rita 
Aquino, in collaboration with 
young people and audiences 

Tiree is bracing itself for 
this year’s invasion of 
festival-goers.

And this weekend’s 
event is another sell-out, 
with  organisers posting 
on Facebook on Tuesday: 
‘nine successive sell outs in 
nine years – thank you so 
much to everyone for the 
incredible support! Safe 
travels to Tiree!’

Scottish singer-song-
writer Be Charlotte and 
� e Hoosiers are among 
the headline artists .

Early bird tickets for 
in-demand Tiree Music 
Festival, which starts 

Be Charlotte checks out the Tiree Music Festival site 
from the sea ahead of her headline gig. 

tomorrow Friday July 13,  
sold out in less than 48 
hours in November.

A new Elements pro-
gramme will ensure there 
is something for the whole 
family to enjoy, involving 
sun, sand, wind and water.

Also new to the multi- 
award-winning event will 
be the outdoor Elevate 
Stage, supported by the 
Year of Young People 2018, 
showcasing Scottish music 
scene talent, focusing on 
up-and-coming artists.

See next week’s Oban 
Times for full report and 
photographs.

Tiree ready to rock

Brazilian beats and 
Mull ceilidh culture

from three areas in Scotland. 
Starting in mid July, Scottish 
Dance � eatre’s company 
of professional dancers will 
work with up to 25 young 
people aged 12 and over to 
form a local cast in Mull to 
explore the urban cultures 
and heritages of Brazil and 
Scotland in a political dance 
party, through electronic 
dance music and fresh dance. 
� e work will culminate in 

a � nal performance for the 
wider community, capturing 
the collective spirit of ceilidh 
dancing and street festival.

Originally created in Bahia, 
Brazil Looping: Scotland 
Overdub is a collaborative 
piece by artists Felipe de Assis 
and Rita Aquino. � e project 
is a creation platform, a dance, 
party and politics experience 
inspired by Brazilian street 
festivals. Playwright Kieran 

Hurley will bring his own 
voice to the performance in 
a new script that asks people 
to re� ect on cultural heritage 
and future.

Fleur Darkin, artistic direc-
tor of Scottish Dance � eatre, 
said: ‘In touring Brazil two 
years ago, I came across the 
mighty Panorama Festival 
and stumbled upon Looping.

‘Felipe de Assis and Rita 
Aquino are some of the most 
exciting dance workers in 
Brazil today. Looping and its 
directive of ‘Dance! Party! 
Politics!’ felt important at 
this time. Working with local 
talent, Looping: Scotland 
Overdub not only brings the 
open attitude and power of 
dance for everyone, but also 
unlocks the celebration of 
place through unique dance 
festivals. To take part in 
Looping: Scotland Overdub 
contact Dawn Hartley, head 
of creative learning, Scottish 
Dance � eatre at info@scot-
tishdancetheatre. com.

A Brazilian street festival inspired show is heading for 
Mull.

STARTERS
SEAFOOD SOUP - Our own recipe served with 
a warm bread roll and butter
DEEP FRIED BRIE - With a Cumberland sauce 
& dressed leaves
MOULES MARINIÉRE  - Steamed in white wine, 
cream, garlic and onions served with a warm 
bread roll

FISH
FISH & CHIPS - Fresh haddock fi llet in our own 
beer batter with tartare sauce and mushy peas
PAN FRIED HAKE FILLET - Wild caught Hake 
with herb rice, seasonal steamed vegetables 
and a saffron and star anise sauce

SHELLFISH
SOUND OF JURA LANGOUSTINES   - Served 
hot with garlic butter or cold with garlic 
mayonnaise. With rustic chips and a dressed 
salad
HAND DIVED TAYVALLICH LANDED KING 
SCALLOPS - Pan seared with a choice of 
garlic butter or chorizo Served with rustic 
chips and a dressed salad

SEAFOOD STEW - Our bouillabaisse of fresh 
and local shellfi sh and fi sh served with warm 
bread rolls

MARVELLOUS MAINS
CURRY OF THE DAY - Served with wild rice, 
popadom, Our own chutney & spiced onions
PAN FRIED CHICKEN FILLET - On a bed of 
tagliatelle with a chorizo cream sauce and 
garlic bread
10 OZ SCOTTISH SIRLOIN STEAK - With 
rustic chips, salad, balsamic roasted vine 
tomatoes, onion rings & peppercorn sauce 
or garlic butter
PORK BELLY WITH CRISPY SALT & CHILLI SQUID 
- With a herb, caper and cashew nut salad, 
chilli dressing and garlic bread 

SOMETHING SWEET
BANOFFEE PIE 
CHEESECAKE OF THE DAY
PROFITEROLES
CRANACHAN - Traditional Scottish recipe of 
raspberries, toasted oats, cream and Isle of 
Jura malt Whisky
WEE ISLE DAIRY ICE CREAM - Made on Gigha 
- ask us what fl avours we have

A small sample of the gorgeous 
summer menu at the Tayvallich Inn...

Never go hungry again!
For those that want to lose weight and enjoy life
Breakfast: Plenty of lean grilled bacon served with heaps of grilled tomatoes and 

mushrooms, 1 fried egg

Lunch: 57g wholemeal roll � lled with lots of lean peppered ham, sliced 
mozzarella an mixed salad leaves, plus a 34.5g bag Walker Crisps 
followed by fresh fruit. 

Dinner: 208g serving of Baxters Spicy Parsnip Soup followed by Chicken terriyaki 
stir-fry plus a selection of summer fruits smothered in fat free natural 
fromage frais

Snacks: Fresh fruit, Danone Shape Fat Free Yogurt.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906
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WHAT’S ON
IN OBAN

Thursday 12th July
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church 
Hall, 10am - 11.30am

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre, 2.00pm - 3.30pm

Taynuilt Summer Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall. 7.30pm

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY 
THURSDAY
Friday 13th July

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Hawaiian Beach Party - Sandra 
MacBeth. Free entry
Open till 2am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 

Scratch Choir #21 Oasis
The Rock� eld Centre
8.00pm - 10.00pm
Saturday 14th July 

Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am. 2.00pm - 3.30pm

Master Builders Lego Club
The Rock� eld Centre
10.00am - 12.00pm

Slow Session #7
The Rock� eld Centre
2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
Jono. Free entry

Open till 2am

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 
Sunday 15th July

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
Monday 16th July

Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Tuesday 17th July 

Oban Walking Tours
Oban, i-centre
10am - 11.30am. 2.00pm - 3.30pm

Book Launch - Sea Passages 
The Rock� eld Centre
8.00pm - 9.30pm
Wednesday 18th July

Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Oban. 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

Under The Skin Camera Club 
The Rock� eld Centre
6.30pm - 7.30pm

Appin Art Group Exhibition 
Port Appin Hall
10.30am - 6.00pm. Free Entry

Live Music & Entertainment 
@ The Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz. Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free 
pizza at half time

In partnership with Oban Town 
Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. 
Please visit 

www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details.

To list your event, please call  
01631 568000
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Four second-year students 
from Taynuilt’s Ballet West 
will be competing in the 
2018 Genée International 
competition in Hong Kong 
from August 3 to 12.

Romy Adair, Abigail Drew, 
Hortense Malaval and Lucy 
Malin, all 18, have performed 
with Ballet West’s touring 
company in Swan Lake (2017) 
and Giselle (2018).

Romy, from Australia, has 
been o� ered an apprenticeship 
with Ballet West’s new inter-
national touring company, 
which will perform Swan Lake 
in Malaysia in late August. 
Abigail is also from Australia, 
Hortense is from France and 
Lucy is from Middlesex.

Gaelic summer 
for Glasgow at 
festival 2018
A song trail following the 
story of Gaelic in Glasgow, a 
day of shinty-themed events 
including a special ceilidh 
on Glasgow Gr een and a 
celebration of Gaelic poetry in 
Queen’s Park are among the 
highlights of a diverse pro-
gramme of Gaelic arts being 
presented this August as part 
of Festival 2018 – the dynamic 
cultural programme for the 
Glasgow 2018 European 
Championships.

� e programme is taking 
place as part of Glaschu: an 
ongoing three-year project 
that aims to highlight, share 
and explore the cultural, 
linguistic, historical and 
contemporary connections 
Gaelic has with the city 
through events and a portal at 
glaschu.net.

On Saturday August 11, a 

unique city trail beginning 
at Central Station at 2pm 
will share stories of Gaelic 
Glasgow through songs, 
performance, poetry and 
folklore. Join artists includ-
ing Mary Ann Kennedy 
and Alasdair Whyte on the 
Glaschu Gaelic Song Trail for 
a walk that will explore this 
fascinating aspect of our city.

Sunday August 5 is � e Big 
Day of Shinty. 

At Green� eld playing � elds 
from 11am, there is come- 
and-try shinty session open 
to everyone. From 12.30pm, 
watch top teams from across 
Scotland battle it out for a 
unique one-o�  cup to cele-
brate Festival 2018.

Meanwhile, at Glasgow 
Green, there will be shinty 
demonstrations from 1pm 
and a shinty ceilidh start-
ing at 5.30pm with Gaelic 
singers Mary Ann Kennedy, 
Gillebride MacMillan and 
Friends.

Queen’s Park Poetry Garden 

is the setting for an outdoor 
event on Friday August 3 be-
ginning at 4.30pm called’ ‘.ach 
iadsan a bha ‘n Glaschu/But 
they who were in Glasgow’. 
Presented by the Gaelic Books 
Council, the event is a cele-
bration of three Gaelic poets, 
Alasdair Mac Mhaighstir 
Alasdair, Donnchadh Bàn 
Mac an t-Saoir and Somhairle 
MacGill-Eain. � is marks the 
50th anniversary of the Gaelic 
Books Council through songs, 
words and music.

Also on Friday August 3 at 
6.30pm, Ag ainmeachadh na 
Craoibhe (Naming the Tree) 
will feature Gaelic song, po-
etry and a naming ceremony 
centered on the Hidden 
Garden’s Ginko Tree.

George Square on Saturday 
August 4 from 4.30pm will 
be the place to be for a mass 
Gaelic cèilidh with Gaelic 
song and cracking music from 
the acclaimed Glen� nnan 
Ceilidh Band.

Councillor David 

McDonald, chairman of 
Glasgow Life and deputy 
leader of Glasgow City 
Council, said of the Gaelic 
events: ‘� e rich traditions 
and vibrant contemporary 
culture of Gaelic will be pre-
sented in this fantastic pro-
gramme, when the incredible 
mix of Festival 2018 and the 
Glasgow 2018 European 
Championships will make 
Glasgow the place to be.

‘We can share in the music, 
poetry and stories of the 
Gaels, learn how Gaelic has 
helped shape our home and 
enjoy a sport that is especially 
popular with Gaelic speakers 
in a diverse range of events 
that can be enjoyed by 
everyone.’

To � nd out more, visit 
glaschu.net and festival-
2018glasgow.com

Pub scene
Islay Inn
Friday July 13: Crooked Reel
Saturday July 14: � e Raggaels

Romy Adair, Abigail Drew, Hortense Malaval and Lucy Malin from Taynuilt’s Ballet West.

Taynuilt students to compete in Hong Kong
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� e bounty of the foreshore 
to the people of Uist has long 
been recognised through 
song, story, economy and 
livelihood.

� is heritage, as well as the 
future economic potential 
for the community, will be 
the subject of Ceòlas’ 2018 
community symposium 
from July 22 to 24 in Ìochdar, 
South Uist. Philip Kerrison, 
from the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science UHI at 
Dunsta� nage, will give two 
lectures in Sgoil an Ìochdair 
on Monday July 23: History 
of Scottish Seaweed (2pm) 
and � e Modern Seaweed 
Industry and Its Future 
(6pm). � is will be followed 

� e audience in Oban Parish Church 
was treated to an extraordinary musical 
performance by two extremely talented 
young people on Tuesday June 26.

� e Galilee Duet, comprising brother 
and sister Omar and Tibah Sa'ad from 
Nazareth, delighted the audience with 
a professional performance of an en-
chanting variety of music. 

� eir technical expertise was very 
much in evidence in two solo unac-

companied suites by Bach, one played 
on the cello by Tibah and the other on 
viola by Omar. 

� ese were followed by Beethoven's 
less well-known duet for viola and cello 
in which the siblings skillfully executed 
the musical repartee of the two instru-
mental parts.

� e duo then charmed their audience 
with improvisations of vocal and in-
strumental music of their own country 

which, it is safe to say, have never before 
been performed live to an Oban crowd, 
evidence of whose appreciation and 
enjoyment came in the form of two 
encores. 

� e musicians concluded the evening 
by answering questions about the mu-
sic and life in their troubled homeland. 

� e talented and accomplished 
young duo have chosen to study at the 
Conservatoire of Music in Scotland.

LA acoustic pop 
trio head to Luing
Music lovers on the Isle of 
Luing are in for a treat as 
Celsi, Bragg and Maitland 
bring their blend of 
Anglo-Americana acoustic 
pop to the island on Friday 
September 14.

� e trio, below, will be 
performing at 7.30pm at 
the Atlantic Islands Centre, 
Cullipool. From Los Angeles, 
pop-Americana artists Anny 
Celsi and Nelson Bragg team 
up with Dublin’s Duncan 
Maitland to form a high-en-
ergy, high-� ying trio.

Celsi’s style has been 
described as ‘beatnik cool’, 
‘pop-noir’ and ‘slightlydelic 

pop jangle’, with compari-
sons to Suzanne Vega, Jackie 
De Shannon and Chrissie 
Hynde. While Bragg’s day 
job for 14 years was percus-
sionist-vocalist with � e 
Brian Wilson Band, between 
tours he released two 
critically-acclaimed albums 
of his own, most notably Day 
Into Night.

Maitland has plied his 
12-string with pop heroes 
Picturehouse, Pugwash 
and XTC.  His Lullabies for 
the 21st Century is a trip 
through the acid-tinged 
English foothills of rainy-day 
sunshine pop.

Oban audience treated to brilliant music

by the annual piping recital at 
8pm in Talla an Ìochdair.

On Tuesday July 24, Dr 
Kevin Grant, Historic 
Environment Scotland, will 
explore the archaeology of the 
seaweed industry in Taobh a 
Tuath Loch Aoineart, both 
in a talk at Sgoil an Ìochdar 
(1.30pm) and by guided walk 
to sites at the lochside.

Between events, a special 
service at Eaglais � obh’ Mòir 
will be held at 3pm, featuring 
Gaelic psalm precenting from 
John Angus MacKillop of 
Beàrnaraigh na Hearadh.

Guided walks along the 
foreshore, east and west, 
will start on Monday and 
Tuesday at 10.30am and a 

family cèilidh will close the 
symposium on Tuesday in 
Talla an Ìochdair, with Mòrag 
MacDonald, BBC Radio pre-
senter, bean-an-taighe.

� e symposium will start on 
Sunday July 22, with a mass 
in Eaglais Àird Choinnich in 
Ìochdar and a family fun day 
from 4-6pm.

Martin MacIntyre, Gaelic 
author and storyteller, 
will launch his new novel, 
Samhradh ’78 (Luath  Press), 
with an evening of readings, 
discussion and archival re-
cordings he made in Uist over 
several decades. Among the 
voices captured on the tapes 
held in Museum nan Eilean’s 
archives are Alasdair Mòr, 

Eilidh Wilson and Seònaid 
MacAuley. � e symposium 
will aim to provide a more 
holistic view of the sea-
weeding, with which many 
islanders have been involved 
for generations. As Seonaidh 
Caimbeul of Taobh a Tuath 
Ghleann Dàil sang:

’S � uair sinn mar � asan or 
seanair ’s or seanmhair,

Nuair thig an t-earrach 
bhith teannadh ri feamnadh.

(Seonaidh Caimbeul, Am 
Feamnadh)

Full details on the Ceòlas 
website or from the Ceòlas 
o�  ce 01878 700154. It is being 
funded by Bòrd na Gàidhlig, 
Creative Scotland, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar and HIE.

Uists prepare to celebrate islands’ bounty

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
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two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for 
two adults. There is no cash alternative.
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redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-
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We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?
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A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
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A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL 
HORSE TRIALS WITH CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE 

CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch the 
wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Land 
Rover Blair Castle International Horse Trials is sure to be an 
unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy camping Friday and Saturday night, including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 
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DIARDAOIN 12 T-IUCHAR
THURSDAY 12 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00    An Là – News
20.30    Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 The Sandyford Murder – Sgeulachd 
Jessie McLachlan (rpt) 
21.45     Belladrum 2017: Dub Pistols (rpt)
22.20    Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – Karl Lagerfeld 
vs Yves Saint-Laurent (rpt)
23.10    An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.30    Air an Rathad (rpt)

DIHAOINE 13 AN T-IUCHAR
FRIDAY 13 JULY
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.05 ÙR | NEW:  De a-nis? 
18.35    Machair (rpt)
19.00    An Là - News  
19.25    Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
19.30     Prosbaig (rpt)
20.00 Òrain Oir (rpt)
20.25 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
20.55 Jimmy Johnstone (rpt)
22.20    Hinterland (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 14 T-IUCHAR
SATURDAY 14 JULY
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.55 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.25    Machair (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
20.00    Prosbaig (rpt)
20.30  Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00    Opry an Iúir (rpt)
21.50    Cuirm@Celtic – Moving hearts (rpt)

22.00 Scotland’s Game Changers (rpt)
23.00 Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – Karl Lagerfeld 
vs Yves Saint-Laurent (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
24.00 Gun Sgot? (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 15 T-IUCHAR
SUNDAY 15 JULY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30    ÙR | NEW: Seachd La – News 
Review
19.30 Alleluia (rpt)
20.00 Bailtean Fraoich (rpt) 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00 Gruth is Uachdar (rpt)
21.55 Belladrum 2017 – Frank Carter & the 
Rattlesnakes (rpt)
22.20 Hinterland (rpt)

DILUAIN 16 T-IUCHAR
MONDAY 16 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.30 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30 Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Bus Ghlaschu
20.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Malinky) (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Beairteas na Beairt (rpt)
22.00 Port - Connemara (rpt)
22.30 Air an Rathad (rpt)
23.30 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.50    Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
23.55 Belladrum 2017: Lucy May (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 17 T-IUCHAR
TUESDAY 17 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.00   Na Dròbhairean (rpt)  
19.30    Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil (rpt)
21.00 Gruth is Uachdar (rpt) 
22.00    Trusadh – Beairteas na Beairt (rpt)
23.00  Òrain Oir (rpt)
23.25 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 18 T-IUCHAR
WEDNESDAY 18 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Fuine (rpt)
19.30   Aithne air Ainmhidhean (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt)
21.00    Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.00    Caileagan na h-Oighreachd
22.30 Port – Connemara (rpt)
23.00 The Sandyford Murder – Sgeulachd 
Jessie McLachlan (rpt)
23.45 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 19 T-IUCHAR
THURSDAY 19 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00     Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30     Bailtean Fraoich (rpt)
20.00    An Là – News
20.30     From Harris With Love: Chi mi’n Tìr 
(rpt)
21.00 Am Pòsadh Hiortadh (rpt) 
22.00    Òrain nan Gaidheal (rpt)
23.00    Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – Rubislaw vs 
Arden (rpt)
23.50    Belladrum 2017: C Macleod (rpt)

Fear – from unease and 
foreboding to outright terror 
– is the theme of this year’s 
Faclan: � e Hebridean Book 
Festival, which will open on 
Hallowe’en, October 31.

Faclan is one of the � agship 
cultural events at An Lanntair 
on the Isle of Lewis and its 
uniquely dramatic location 
draws audiences and top-level 
authors from across the UK.

� is year, a new Faclan 
Fringe will spread the festival 
programme across the island.

Highlights include Peter 
May, whose Lewis trilogy 
has brought Hebridean Noir 
to an international audience; 
Sir Christopher Frayling, 
who will discuss the 200th 
anniversary of Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein; and acclaimed 
author Louise Welsh, who 
will re� ect on the role of fear 
in her work.

� e Faclan Fringe is 
supported by LEADER 
funding and is part of a new 
programme of winter festi-
vals that will continue at An 
Lanntair until March 2019.

Full programme details will 
be announced – along with 
the rest of the Faclan pro-
gramme – at the beginning of 
September.

As in previous years, 
Faclan’s author events will be 
supported by daytime � lm 
screenings – which this year 
will also focus on the festival 
theme of fear.

Early bird tickets are availa-
ble now, priced £55.

An Lanntair’s head of 
visual arts and literature 
Roddy Murray, said: ‘Faclan 
each year is not so much 
programmed as orchestrated. 
� e intention is to juxtapose, 
cluster and sequence speak-

ers and events to create an 
experience that exceeds its 
component parts. 

‘It is no accident that writers 

such as Philip Hoare have 
called it “extraordinary” and 
“a gi� ”.’

Faclan will run from 
Wednesday October 31 
to Saturday November 3. 
Tickets for individual events 
will go on sale when the full 
programme is announced on 
Sunday September 2.

To book tickets, visit www.
lanntair.com/Faclan or call 
the An Lanntair box o�  ce on 
01851 708480.

Fear is the key for 
Faclan book fest

Author Louise Welsh will appear at the Faclan book 
festival on Lewis. Inset: Peter May in Stornoway.

‘It is no accident 
that writers such 
as Philip Hoare 
have called it 
“extraordinary” 
and “a gi� ”.’

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB. Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Yo u r  l o c a l  r a d i o  l i s t i n g s

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 
08.10 Breakfast Show, 9.00 
Monday Morning  with  Ste-
phen, 11.00 Ian Simmonds  
on Monday, 17.00  Drivetime, 
19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling 
with Rosie Macoll, 20.00 
John McLuckie’s Show, 21.00 
David Cullen show, 23.00 
Station close down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday 
Morning, 13.00 Macky on 
FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise 
- Stuart Chalmers, 20.00 
Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on 
FM, 08.10 Breakfast Show, 
09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug 
Carmichael, 11.00 Comfort 
Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 
17.00 Drivetime with Camp-

bell, 19.00 Country Meets 
Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 
Country Meets Rock & Roll, 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with 
Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 
Breakfast with Andy and 
Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with 
Molly Black, 13.00 Molly’s 
Mix, 15.00 Drivetime with 
Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  
with Stephen McPhee, 18.00 
Drivetime with Stephen 
McPhee, 19.00 Christines 
Collection, 20.00 Christine’s 
CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s 
Ceilidh, 22.00  Margo Till  
Midnight, 11.00  Margo Till 
Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Laura, 10.00 
Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 17.30  
Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 

20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast 
Show with Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    
Saturday Morning, 12.00 
Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat 
Morning Live, 12.05 Saturday 
Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream 
Team, 19.00 Sounds Scottish 
with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till 
Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday 
Morning With Breege, 10.00 
Sunday Morning, 11.00 
Sunday Brunch With Archie, 
12.00 Sunday Brunch, 16.30 
Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s 
Friends - Ken Hunter, 19.00 
New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & 
Bass - Graham Scott, 23.00 
Station Close Down

Chloe Steele, from South 
Uist, is to release a � ve-track 
CD of pipe tunes and Gaelic 
song.

Her CD will be launched 
at this year’s Eilean Dorcha 
Festival on Saturday July 
28 and will be available for 
download on all platforms.

� e main launch will be 
followed by a concert in 
the Lochboisdale Hotel on 
Saturday August 4 at 7.30pm 
which will be followed by live 
music.

Chloe demonstrates a 
natural gi�  in singing and 
piping and is in her third year 

studying for a BA Applied 
Music through the University 
of the Highlands and Islands.

Her passion and love for 
traditional music has grown 
enormously, as Chloe takes 
inspiration from her home-
land and the traditional 
culture and heritage she has 
grown up with.

Chloe said she wants to keep 
traditional music alive and 
has made an impact within 
her community through 
her music, tutoring and 
volunteering.

Chloe’s CD includes some 
of her own compositions, one 

of which has already received 
79,000 hits on Facebook. 

She is an ambitious, de-
termined and hard-working 
young lady who has the po-
tential to thrive in the music 
industry.

Chloe performed twice this 
year at Celtic Connections 
and supported a range of 
high-pro� le musicians. 

She is grateful for the 
support and encouragement 
she has received and said she 
wanted to thank MacInnes 
Bros Ltd, Lochboisdale Hotel 
and Kildonan Museum for 
their backing and funding.

South Uist’s Chloe releases debut album

Chloe Steele is 
preparing to 
release a new CD.
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16 17

18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25

26 27

Across

1 Soak grain (4)

3 Exchange 
prescription here 
(8)

9 Crazy grass 
cable (7)

10 Goodbye (5)

11 On again? (5)

12 Entertainer using 
paper as a 
medium (6)

14 Washed ashore 
(6)

16 Feel sorrow (6)

19 Named (6)

21 One who goes 
beneath (5)

24 Recumbent (5)

25 Address (7)

26 Relate to mad 
bear (8)

27 Interlock (4)

Down

1 Indian prince (8)

2 Stratum (5)

4 Laugh as a 
donkey (3-3) (3-
3)

5 Have a feeling in 
response (5)

6 Stout (7)

7 Not belonging to 
oneself but to 
another (4)

8 Mexican flower 
(6)

13 Curtail (8)

15 Of small 
importance (7)

17 Spreading (6)

18 Canny (6)

20 Bar order (5)

22 Express (5)

23 Chart (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Time is running out for com-
petitors to register their en-
tries for Am Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail 2018 to be held in 
Dunoon.

Competitors wishing to 
compete only have until 
tomorrow (Friday July 13) 
to register. � e return of 
Gaeldom’s premier cultural 

festival to Dunoon, always a 
popular location with Mòd 
participants, was welcomed 
by convener of the local 
organising committee Dick 
Walsh.  He said: ‘Preparations 
for Mòd 2018 in Dunoon are 
well under way. � e local 
organising committee and 
Argyll and Bute Council are 

delighted to support the or-
ganisation of the event again 
and we’re looking forward to 
welcoming competitors and 
spectators and everyone who 
attends the competitions and 
events. � e local authority 
has been, and continues to 
be, supportive of the Mòd in 
every aspect of its operations. 

Indeed, we are excited about 
Dunoon hosting Gaelic’s 
principal festival in October.’

Am Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail will be held in 
Dunoon from October 12 to 
20. For further information 
visit www.ancomunn.co.uk 
or www.moddhunomhain.
com

Time running out to enter 
Royal National Mòd 2018

Summer dining in Oban: Loch Melfort Hotel
For the best of West Coast 
produce, fresh and wonderful 
flavours, served in a stunning 
setting, look no further than Loch 
Melfort Hotel & Restaurant.

Loch Melfort is situated by 
Arduaine Point next to Arduaine 
Gardens and has direct access to 
the beach, where you can take a 
digestive stroll by the sea after a 
lovely meal.  

You can dine in the hotel’s 2AA 
Rosette restaurant (evenings) or 
the more informal Bistro (open all 

day for refreshments and drinks, 
as well as lunch and dinner ser-
vice).  Both have direct sea views 
and you won’t fail to be taken in 
by the amazing scenery, looking 
out over the Sound of Jura and the 
Inner Hebrides beyond.  

Loch Melfort is passionate 
about good food and fine wine 
and this is reflected in a menu that 
makes the most of Argyll produce 
and foraged summer ingredients.

The Bistro is a relaxed bar and 
restaurant with an emphasis on 

fresh local seafood although meat 
lovers also get plenty of choice.  
It boasts a strong wine list and 
some excellent local ales and 
draught beers.  The home-made 
ice creams and baking make it an 
excellent choice for families with 
a play area next to the terrace and 
our friendly local residents, the 
hens and Highland cows. 

The Restaurant offers a 
wonderful dining experience in 
comfortable, more formal sur-
roundings.  The seasonal menu 

delivers options that combine 
traditional dishes with modern 
techniques, showcasing a range 
of locally foraged ingredients 
from the woods and the sea.  Sure 
to delight food lovers from home 
and abroad.  With a choice from 
the A La Carte or Table d’hôte 
menus and a beautiful wine list 
to select from, a meal here is 
a lovely experience you won’t 
forget in a hurry.  

Loch Melfort looks forward to 
welcoming you this summer. 



THE BL ACK SHEEP 
 O PEN

26 AUGUST 2018

For more information:  
+44 (0)1586 810 058 or  

campbeltownopen@machdunes.com

Format
Individual Stableford

Pairings
3-Ball Maximum

Max Handicap
Men – 18 

Women – 24

Starting Times
1ST – 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
2ND – 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Tees
Men – White 
Women – Red 

Entry Fee 
£15 MDGC Members  
£20 Kintyre Residents 

£25 Others

Registration 
BlackSheepOpen@machdunes.com 

or  01586 810 058

Special room rates available for competitors at The Royal and Ugadale Hotel & Cottages. 
Contact reservations@machdunes.com and reference 

The Black Sheep Open to reserve a room.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Around the markets

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES

Stirling – United Auctions 
on � ursday July 5 sold 2084 
prime sheep comprising of 
1297 prime sheep. Lambs 
selling to an average of 190.84p 
& 789 ewes and rams.
New season lambs (1297) – 
Meadows of Ballied (Tex) £117; 
South Flanders (Su� ) £104; 
Lochend (BTex) £104; Shanry 
(Char) £94; West Gormack 
(X) £92.50; Gailsland (Con) 
£92.50; Priest� eld (Chev/Mule) 
£90; Assloss (Mule) £84.
New season lambs (1297) 
– Lochend (BTex) 226p; 
Wester Coldrain (Tex) 222p; 
Townhead of Arngibbon (Su� ) 
203p; Shanry (Char) 200p; 
Gaisland (Con) 197p; West 
Gormack (X) 188p; Priest� eld 
(Chev/Mule) 185; Assloss 
(Mule) 179p
Ewes (789) – Hoprig (Tex) 
£140; Isle Cottage (Su� ) £108; 
Isle Cottage (BTex) £108; 
Hoprig (X) £94; North� eld 
(Con) £89; Hoprig (Chev/
Mule) £85; Braxton (Mule) 
£80; Tullochan (BF) £56.
Rams –  Wester Middleton 
(Tex) £122; South Park (Chev) 
£83; Gartness (Zwa) £83.

Stirling – Caledonian Marts on 
� ursday July 5
sold 158 cattle comprising 50 
prime bullocks and heifers to 
include two young bulls, 86 
cast cows and bulls, and 22 
calves.
Prime cattle proved 
exceptionally short of buyers 
requirements.
Prime bullocks averaged 230p, 
prime heifers averaged 236p, 
beef cows averaged 139p, dairy 
cows averaged 112p, cast bulls 
averaged 110p, 
Bullocks sold to 262p for a 
Limousin from W Pettigrew, 
Faskine, Airdrie purchased by 
D Campbell and Son Butcher, 
Callander and to £1626 for a 
Limousin from A S Hay, Mains 

Research shows issues for rural young people
Nearly 40 per cent of young 
people living rurally plan to 
move to urban centres, ac-
cording to the interim results 
of a survey launched earlier 
this year.

� e Rural Youth Project 
survey, which also shows that 
broadband, transport and 
a social life are the highest 
priorities for young people 
living rurally, was initiated 
by rural and agricultural 

communications specialists, 
Jane Craigie Marketing.

‘In Scotland’s Year of Young 
People, we wanted to � nd 
out what matters to young 
people  aged 18 to 28 living 
and working in rural areas in 
Scotland,’ says Jane Craigie, 
who co-founded the project 
with colleague Rebecca Dawes.

‘� ere is very little cohesive 
research of this demographic 
in Scotland, and yet it’s an 

integral part of the country’s 
future rural economy.

‘� is prompted us to 
initiate a project with a 
three-pronged approach, 
a mix of serious data gath-
ering and fun activities, to 
� nd out what barriers and 
opportunities are in� uencing 
young people’s choices. We 
will share the � ndings with 
policy-makers and rural 
organisations so that they 

are better informed and can 
implement feasible strategies 
to incite and sustain young 
people in a thriving rural 
economy.’

� e Rural Youth Project 
combines an online survey 
with a series of vloggers – 
young people sharing their 
stories of rural living - and 
a Rural Youth Ideas Festival. 
� e � ndings from the three 
elements of the project will be 

used to create an action plan 
to share with the Scottish 
Government and industry 
organisations in the autumn. 
� e project will also identify 
and support those who show 
potential to lead and to 
make change in their own 
communities.

� e � nal results of the 
survey will be announced at 
the � rst Rural Youth Ideas 
Festival held on a farm near 

Kinross in August 2018. 
� e festival, which has been 
fully funded by Rural Perth 
and Kinross LEADER, will 
bring together more than 100 
participants from Scotland, 
the UK and across the world 
for a series of talks and 
workshops and discussion 
groups to share knowledge 
and promote leadership.

For more information see 
www.ruralyouthproject.com

of Cultmalundie, Tibbermore 
to Bu� alo Farm.
Heifers also sold to 262p for a 
Limousin from D Dickinson, 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie 
purchased by T Johnston 
Butchers, Falkirk and to £1646 
for a Limousin from Mains of 
Cultmalundie to Hugh A Black 
and Sons, Stirling.
Bullocks per kilo
260p and 250p Brockwoodlees 
252p and 245p Creochill 242p 
Mains of Cultmalundie 235p 
Rathillet and Mawcarse
Heifers per kilo
258p Mains of Cultmalundie 
and Brockwoodlees 255p 
Merrick 252p Brockwoodlees 
250p Overton and Faskine 
248p and 240p (Twice) 
Merrick
235p (� ree Times) Merrick 
and Rathillet
Also forward were 86 OTMs, 
cast cows and bulls.

Beef cows sold to £1270 for 
a Limousin from Iain D 
Johnston, Kirkton Farm, 
Falkirk and to 158.5ppkg 
also for a Limousin from C 
McKechnie, France Farm, 
Gartocharn to average
139ppkg
Dairy cows sold to £1110 from 
T Greer and Son, Wharlawhill 
Farm, Fossoway and to 150ppkg 
from J Craig, Carneil Farm, 
Carnock to average 112p.
Cast bulls sold to £1620 for a 
Charolais from Blairsgreen 
Farm Ltd, Saline and to 
110ppkg for the same animal.
Other leading prices:
Beef cows per head:
£1230 Nether Strathkinnes and 
O� ers £1160 Easterton (Owen) 
and O� ers £1110 O� ers £1080 
Merrick (Portpatrick) £1050 
Glenstockadale (Stranraer)
Beef cows per kilo:
156p Glenstockadale and 

O� ers 153p Merrick 152p 
Overton (Denny) 151p Nether 
Strathkinnes 150p Knocknain 
(Leswalt)
Dairy cows per head:
£930 Carneil £840 Boclair and 
Carneil £790 High Cattadale 
(Campbeltown) £780 Boclair
Dairy cows per kilo:
128p High Cattadale 124p 

Carneil 122p Wharlawhill 
116p Boclair
22 calves were also forward 
at our fortnightly sale. A top 
price of £350 was reached 
for a Simmental bullock 
calf from Your Local Farm, 
Balquhatstone Mains, 
Slamannan.
Other leading prices;

Heifer calves
British Blue £240 Boquhan
Bull calves
British Blue – £265 and £255 
Boquhan Friesian - £60 
Barbeth 
Friesian – £45 Nyadd £40 
Plean
Next sale of calves will be held 
on � ursday July 19.
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all types 

of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0770 
3490572 ask for 

Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old 

or new Toyota 
Hilux, land 
cruiser, all 

pickups single 
or double cabs, 
any condition, 
runner or not, 
high miles no 

problem.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and 

all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition 
and reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures etc considered.  

Will collect. 
Contact William 07730 130284

email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES

Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes 
and models considered. Also touring 

caravans and statics, instant decision, same 
day payment.

Te 07546
 788945

WANTED
All touring 

caravans and 
motor homes, 
campers etc, 
high mileage, 
MOT failures 
or damp, all 

considered, any 
make or model, 

will travel. 

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Autovision
40 Harbour Road

Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500

www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR

NEW CAR 
DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Call today on
0778 985 5381

WANTED 
4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 
free collection anywhere. Land Rover 

Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 
Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu 
Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written o� , non 

runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 
blown engine, overheating etc. Cash in 

hand, no hassle, best cash
price guaranteed.

Telephone: 07894 993124

19 FOOT ANGLING BOAT
70 hp Tohatsu 
outboard, engine 
&boat in good 
condition. Solar 
charging for battery. 
Nav lights,auto bilge 
pump, vhf radio, 
anchor, manual
bilge pump. 
Galvanized trailer.

£3,000

Telephone 07775441367

17FT ‘HARDY’ 2 BERTH CABIN CRUISER
Berthed on 
pontoon at 
Dunsta� nage, 
50hp Honda 
main outboard, 
backup
Auxilliary 
outboard.
£5,250

Tel 07598 712565/07818 874449

COACHMAN LASER 4 BERTH
top spec caravan, 
alloy wheels, � xed 
end bed, air con, 
fridge freezer, 
built in satellite, 
only used a 
handfull of times

£4,300 
OPEN TO 
OFFERS.

Tel 01567 830363/07771 930975

ELDDIS GULF STREAM EX300
2 berth, in as 
new condition 
- hardly used, 
end kitchen, 
Clubman style 
full cooker and 
fridge, awning 
included

£2,475
ONO

Contact: 01546 830 157

ZEST SMALL CRAFT

Local Day-Sailor needs a new home and 
some TLC. Fibreglass, full set of sails, 

outboard, oars and boat cover on trailer at 
Crinan Harbour.  O� ers considered.
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*Model shown is MY18 AYGO x-press  5 door 1.0 VVT-i Manual at £12,630. Additional charges may apply on selected paint colours and fi nishes. Prices correct at time of going to print. 5 year/100,000 
mile manufacturer warranty. Terms and conditions apply. *0% APR Representative only available on new retail orders of AYGO (excluding X grade) between 2nd July 2018 and 30th September 2018 and 
registered and fi nanced through Toyota Financial Services by 31st December 2018 on a 36 month AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0%-35% deposit. ̂ Payment shown is based on a 36 month AccessToyota 
(PCP) contract with £2,680 customer deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered offi ce Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 
5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other fi nance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction 
with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 8,000 miles per annum, excess miles over contracted charged at 8p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. 
Participating Toyota Centres. Affordable fi nance through AccessToyota (PCP). Terms and conditions apply.

CHOOSE YOUR COLOUR!
Introducing the all new Aygo from Helensburgh Toyota
Distinctive, sophisticated or eyecatching? AYGO 
has a unique design to suit every personality.

Ready for the unexpected Compact and 
streetwise, AYGO has all the ingredients to keep 
you safe. Equipped with Pre-Collision System 
(PCS) and Lane Departure Alert (LDA)

Smartphone integration, powered by Pioneer, 
is compatible with Apple CarPlay™ and Android 
Auto™ allows you to always be connected* 

Speci� cations may vary depending on grade
 
Call and speak to Helensburgh friendly team
on 01436 672779

01436 672779Helensburgh Toyota
5-7 John Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute G84 8BA

HELENSBURGH TOYOTA
DELIVERING

TO ARGYLL

& THE ISLES 

FOR OVER

40 YEARS
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AUTO TRADER RESPONSE TO ROAD 
TO ZERO STRATEGY

‘The switch to electric will require 
a wholesale shift in public mindset, 
and for that we need a signifi cant 
boost of supply side factors to build 
consumer confi dence in electric and 
hybrid models. 
‘The measures announced are a 
step in the right direction, but given 
the slow rate of housebuilding in the 
UK the pace of change won’t be fast 
enough to drive the kind of revolu-
tion that the industry needs over the 
next few years. 
‘If we’re serious about achieving 
these targets in a way that can be 
driven by consumer demand, we 
need to focus far more on upgrading 
our existing infrastructure, as well 
as just adjusting the specifi cations 
of new builds.
‘According to our research, upfront 

expense is actually the single big-
gest factor preventing greater uptake 
of electric. The extension of plug-in 
car grants to 2020 is good news, but 
government and industry need to 
work harder to ensure consumers 
fully understand the economic case 
for switching away from traditional 
fuels.
‘For alternatively-fuelled vehicles 
(AFVs) to deliver mainstream type 
volumes and become the norm, 
they need to have mainstream type 
pricing. Until attractive AFVs are 
available at a similar cost to petrol 
or diesel models, consumer uptake 
is likely to remain limited to the 
most environmentally-minded early 
adopters and city dwellers feeling 
the negative regulatory pressures 
more than most.’

Comment from Ian Plummer, Director, Auto Trader:

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

KO L E O S

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate deliveryready for immediate deliveryready for immediate delivery

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small 
selection of cars currently 
in our showrooms
USED CARS

18 Dacia Duster DCi Lau, 4x2, Black, 10 miles ..................................... £14,250

67 Renault Kadjar SIG NAV TCe, Black, 2500 miles .............................. £18,500

66 Renault Captur, DYN DCi NAV, Black,  16,00 miles .......................... £12,250

66 Renault Clio DYN Nav TCE titanium, 7,000 miles ............................ £10,550

66 Dacia Sandero  Leu Dci silver 3,000 miles ........................................ £8,950

66 Renault Clio S Nav DCI-90 Mars red, 6,000 miles ........................... £12,950

66 Renault Clio1.2 Dyn Nav white, 14,000 miles .................................. £9,750

16 Ford Focus Tit, Auto , Black, 9,000 miles ........................................ £11,500

65 Renault Captur TCe, DYN NAV, Green, 18,500 miles ........................ £10,250

65 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi, Red, 34,500 miles ...................................... £7,500

14 Nissan Note Nectar 1.2  5dr, blue, 9,000 miles ................................. £7,350

14 Skoda Rapid TDi white, 27,000 miles ............................................... £7,500

14 Ford Ka Edge 1.2 11,800 Miles ......................................................... £5,650

63 Suzuki SX4 SZ3, white, 42,000 miles ................................................. £5,750

13 Jeep Compass LTD, CRD, White , 3,500 miles .................................... £8,950

13 Renault Megan DYN DCi TOMTOM EST Car, Black, 75,000 miles........ £7,570

13 Peugeot 107 Allure, Blue, 27,000 miles ............................................. £3,950

13 Nissan Note 1.4, Acenta, Blue,15,000 miles ..................................... £3,250

62 Fiat Panda lounge, 1.2, white, 55,000 miles ...................................... £3,950

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

Ford Mondeo         VW Polo          Honda Jaz 

Low deposit and � nance options available
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S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR 
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN SPICER : 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017

THE ALL NEW BRZ 2019 FROM YOUR ARGYLL CAR SPECIALIST

Special Offer
from you local dealer S&S Services
FREE ACCESSORY PACK 

WORTH £1000
choose from Adventure, Protection or Pet

Dynamic. Sophisticated. Thrilling. 
With its low centre of gravity, rear-
wheel drive and taut chassis, the 
BRZ delivers exceptional on-road 
handling. However you drive, the 
BRZ is stable, manoeuvrable and 
responsive. 
New for 2019, BRZ boasts an 
upgraded infotainment system, 
with 7” multi-function display, 
satellite navigation, DAB radio 
and Apple CarPlay™ and Android 
Auto™ – all as standard.
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AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES 
UK LTD

Electrical Shift 
Electrician - 

Glensanda Quarry
This is an exciting opportunity to join the 
leading global construction materials and 
solutions company - LafargeHolcim. You 
will work at Glensanda quarry on the west 
coast of Scotland. Not only is Glensanda a 
dynamic fast-paced environment that is op-
erational 24 hours a day, it is also the largest 
granite quarry in Europe. You will join an 
enthusiastic team of Engineers who maintain 
and develop the electrical systems on site.

As a shift Electrician, you will be expected 
and encouraged to work to the very highest 
of safety standards. Performing planned and 
reactive maintenance will form a large part 
of your day-to-day duties. You will also be 
involved in small installation projects and 
carry out various other electrical duties as 
required. You will join the attractive shift rota 
that involves dayshift and nightshift working.

The ideal candidate will be a time served 
Electrician with BS7671 to the 17th Edition 
who is IT literate. It would be desirable if you 
have had previous experience of an industri-
al environment and equipment. Knowledge 
of control and automation would be bene-
fi cial; however, this is not essential, as fi rst 
class training will be provided as part of your 
ongoing development program. A full UK 
driving licence is necessary for this position.

If successful in your application, you will 
enjoy a competitive salary and stakehold-
ers pension package with employer’s con-
tribution. You will also enjoy the attractive 
shift rota and 33 days holiday per annum. A 
high standard of accommodation is availa-
ble free of charge should you meet the cri-
teria. Other benefi ts include an extensive 
employees UK wide discount scheme and 
childcare voucher scheme.

To apply for this position please email a copy 
of your CV and a covering letter to Alastair 
Anderson, Electrical Support Manager - 
quoting Ref: 008633

email: alastair.anderson@aggregate.com

Closing date 20/07/18

AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES UK LTD

Relief Bargemaster 
& Marine Operative

This is an opportunity to join the marine department at Glensanda quarry 
which is the largest granite quarry in Europe. Glensanda is a part of Aggregate 
Industries UK LTD who are a leading player in the manufacture and supply of 
construction and building materials in the UK.
Both roles are on a casual as and when required basis and attract a com-
petitive basic hourly rate plus holiday pay, with enhanced rates being paid 
depending on qualifi cations and role performed. They also give an opportunity 
to become part of our ship berthing team, this pays a very competitive fi xed 
rate per ship berthing.
Relief Bargemaster: To provide relief cover on the company’s 34 metre supply 
barge and assist with crewing or skippering our passenger vessels. Ideally 
candidates will possess a Master 500t CoC but consideration will be given to 
candidates with Boatmaster Tier1 Level 2 certifi cates.
Marine Operatives: To provide relief cover to the crew on our passenger 
vessels and supply barge. Ideally candidates will have previous marine 
experience and will have STCW basic safety training.
All positions will require candidates to possess an ENG1 medical or be able 
to pass one. 
To apply for either position please email a copy of your CV with a covering 
letter to Gregor Hutchison Marine Operations Manager email: gregor.hutch-
ison@aggregate.com

West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Lorn & Oban Healthy Options Ltd

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
Location: Oban, with an element of travelling
Hours: Full Time (37.5 hours/week)
Duration: Initial 3-year contract with an expectation to extending
Salary: £28,000 - £33,000 depending on experience
*Closing date 27th July 2018*
We are an innovative and dynamic community health social enterprise. We are 
creating a new post and wish to appoint a talented and experienced Development 
Manager to lead, direct and manage service and business operations across the 
organisation.  
The post holder will
•  develop and grow existing services
•  lead, direct and manage service and business operations
•  be an advocate for creating health in our communities
•  will support innovation and enterprise to address health and wellbeing needs
•  work closely with health professionals, third and public sector organisations
• have business and fi nancial acumen 
Established in 2011, this is an exciting, and humbling, time for Healthy Options 
as we refl ect on how our clients have changed their lives through engaging with 
Healthy Options. The future offers many opportunities to develop this work. We 
are looking for the correct person with a passion for community health to lead us 
in this journey. 
If you would like to join us and have the right attitude and approach we are 
looking for, we would like to hear from you. A full job description is available at 
www.lornhealthyoptions.co.uk
Please email CV and Covering Letter to:- info@lornhealthyoptions.co.uk
Registered Charity: SCO41998      Company Registration: SC383167

WE ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING 
FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

Housekeeping
 Kitchen Porter

Chef Staff
Night Porter

Restaurant Staff
Accounts

Please see our website to apply : 
www.inverlochycastlehotel.com

2 x Full Time Chef de Parties
Bridgend Hotel – Isle of Islay

We are currently looking for 2x Full Time  Chef 
De Parties to Join our team under the leader-
ship of Scott Chance our Head Chef.

• Competitive Salary being offered
• Accommodation Available

If you require More information please 
contact us on 01496 810212

Please send your CV to Scott Chance- 
Head Chef on info@bridgend-hotel.com

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and 
ambition, we can o� er you an exciting and rewarding 
career with one of Scotland’s foremost independent 
newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range 
of award winning publications, o� ering high quality 
advertising packages to local businesses.
You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to work for 
a professional company that believes in rewarding 
success and e� ort. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply by email with full CV and contact 
details to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN
£  Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
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We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality 
Scottish Salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal 
development paths which build into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed 
to developing our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work, we would very 
much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for the following positions within our Marine Scotland Region: 

Marine Farm Manager, Loch Nevis, Mallaig: Candidates must be committed to the highest 
standards of health and safety management and demonstrate excellence in all aspects of fish 
husbandry including fish health and welfare, feeding optimisation, containment, infrastructure 
maintenance and skilled seamanship. 

To be considered you must already be a highly respected Farm Manager or well established in 
a Senior Husbandry position within the Aquaculture Industry and be able to demonstrate your 
commitment in developing a strong safety culture. You will be open, honest and communicate 
with ease at all levels. Your ability to plan ahead will be matched by close attention to detail. It is 
essential to value our unique identity and have the skills to grow premium quality differentiated 
salmon for customers with the highest expectations.

SSF Farm Managers are expected to be industry leading with competence in finance, budget 
control and planning, stock management, stakeholder interactions, personnel management 
and promotion of health and safety.  

Biological Control Manager: Responsible for delivering industry-leading sealice CoGP 
compliance across our Scotland Marine Region, the role requires constant farm analysis, 
communication, feedback and pro-active management recommendations to Farm 
Managers.  You will actively promote the efficient use and welfare of wrasse used in salmon 
farming pens across Scotland and support the SSF wrasse breeding initiative.

The Successful candidate will have at least 5 years commercial experience in farmed fish 
production, ideally in a marine environment.  You should have a proven track record of strong 
leadership skills and highly organised approach, being able to demonstrate good time 
management and effective communication skills.

The position will involve regular travel throughout our Scotland for which a company vehicle 
will be provided. 

What to expect from SSF: We offer an attractive remuneration package along with an 
comprehensive development plan.  A generous relocation package will be offered as required. 

If you would like to be considered for this vacancy, please contact Claire Scott, on 01786 
445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com 

Closing date for applications: Friday 27th July 2018

The Mellex Group Limited
Are looking for candidates who have a strong commitment to deliver 
good customer service, and to be able to work as a part of a team and 
also on own initiative at our West Coast Tool & Plant Hire Depots in Oban 
and Ardrishaig. Both positions are full time.

Small Plant and Ground Care Equipment 
Mechanic
Based at our Oban Depot, the main responsibilities and duties will 
involve:
• Applicant must be able to demonstrate relevant qualifications
• Looking after dumpers, rollers, excavators, ride-on mowers, generators 
and small plant including a wide range of garden equipment 
• Maintenance, servicing and carrying out repairs to all of the above
• Electrical experience preferable, but not essential
• Full driving licence required as will also be required to deliver plant and 
machinery to sites (must be able to tow a trailer)
• Computer literate to enable parts etc. to be sourced and ordered
• Must be organised with the ability to multi-task
• Hours - 7:30 to 17:30 hours, Monday to Friday, with additional hours 
optional to satisfy the needs of the business
• Salary dependent on experience

Retail and Plant Hire Assistant
Based at our Ardrishiag Depot on the Hire Desk, the main responsibilities 
and duties will involve:
• Knowledge of tool and plant preferable 
• Computer literate, but training will be given on bespoke ‘IT Hire System’
• Counter sales and service - chainsaws, strimmers, safety equipment 
for same and garden tools etc.
• Good telephone manner and the ability to deal with customers on the 
phone or face to face in a polite and professional manner
• Ability to build lasting relationships with repeat customers and to suc-
cessfully convert hire enquiries in to hire contracts
• Good communication skills with fellow colleagues in our various work 
disciplines, including drivers, machine operators and our other depots 
with regards to hires and sales
• Organising on and off hires, including co-ordinating delivery and 
collections
• Keeping track of stock and ordering when necessary
• Ensure the highest level of ‘good housekeeping’, with accurate record 
keeping and other administration duties in connection with the Hire Desk
• Full driving licence preferable
• Hours - 7:30 to 17:30 hours, Monday to Friday, with additional hours 
optional to satisfy the needs of the business
• Salary dependent on experience

Please apply in writing to - Fay Harris, The Mellex Group Ltd., Glenburn 
Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll,  PA30 8EU. Or by e-mail to - fay@mellex.co.uk. 
Please provide information on previous experience and supply a CV. 
Closing date for both positions is Monday 16th July 2018.

ACHA Repairs Officer Lochgilphead
Salary £28,320 - £33,317 35 hours per week

This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK Driving Licence

For further details and to apply visit the recruitment section 
of our website at www.acha.co.uk.  
If you are unable to access the website contact the 
Recruitment Team:
Tel 01546 605817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk
For more information, please contact Iain McLeod on 01546 
605807

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 27th July 2018
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead on Friday 17th August 2018.

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION
RECRUITMENT OF BOARD MEMBERS
West Highland Housing Association is looking 
for new Board Members.  It is an exciting time for 
West Highland who have plans to develop in a 
number of small communities in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles.  Our parent company Link is building 
over 350 properties in and around Oban in the 
next 3 years whilst we have committed to the 
development of over 50 new properties in the 
next 3 years that will deliver affordable housing 
for rent and sale in the more rural areas.
We are looking for fair and open minded indi-
viduals who want to utilise their experience and 
skills in making a difference for housing and 
communities. In terms of general experience we 
are looking for people who ideally would have:
• Good communication skills;
• An ability to understand finance;
• Have some experience or understanding of the 
voluntary sector;
• A commitment to affordable housing;
• An understanding of the broader social policy 
environment 
West Highland Housing Association provides 
a wide range of services within the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area.   We manage almost 1000 
properties with around 800 being in our own 

ownership, 75 being in Link ownership and over 
140 factored properties.  
We have a turnover of approximately £3.5m. We 
work in partnership with communities across 
Oban and Lorn, Argyll and Bute Council - as 
the strategic housing authority - the Scottish 
Government, NHS Highland and Highland and 
Islands Enterprise to deliver local and national 
priorities.
In addition we have a subsidiary company that 
deals with energy.
The position is not remunerated, but expenses 
are payable. A commitment to attend meetings 
approximately every 6 weeks is required. The 
initial appointment is from now and then for 
re-appointment every 3 years, at the discretion 
of the Board.
At this stage the Association wants to hear from 
people who previously have not been involved 
with the Association.
West Highland Housing Association is part 
of the Link Group, one of the largest Housing 
Associations in Scotland.
To receive an information pack please 
contact Oriana Lopez on 01631 566451 or 
email  oriana@westhighlandha.co.uk.

01631 566451  |  Freephone 0300 323 1170
mail@westhighlandha.co.uk  |  www.westhighlandha.co.uk

West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Processing Operative Staff 
Salary £18,249 + Overtime Payments
South Shian, Argyll
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally 
recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal 
development paths which build into fulfilling 
professional careers.  
If you are committed to developing our 
industry and are driven to put your strengths 
to work we would very much like to hear from 
you.
We are currently recruiting for Processing 
Operatives to join our team at our Processing 
facility at South Shian, Argyll.
Duties focus on the processing and preparing 
of our product for despatch to our customers 

on average five days per week.  Full training 
is provided including, health and safety, 
hygiene and food safety plus all relevant 
training on machinery if required.
Applicants should be able to work as part of 
a team that has high standards with a good 
work ethic and will be required to work shifts 
on a rotational basis.
In return we will offer an attractive salary, 
along with pension scheme, life cover, 
occupational health support, subsidised gym 
membership and cycle to work scheme.  
To find out more please contact Claire 
Scott, HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or 
email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com 
for an application pack.
Closing date: Monday 23rd July 2018 

Advertising Sales 
Executive

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care

Based in Fort William you will be representing Lochaber Times, 
Lochaber Life and other award winning, well established 

publications.
You will be responsible for establishing and developing 

relationships within the local business community.
First class training and support given. Local knowledge would 
be an advantage but not essential. A current full driving licence 

is required.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and covering letter to:

ali@obantimes.co.uk

Visit hijobs.net

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
– 13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/01221/PP Change of use of land to form 
campsite incorporating 
6 motorhome pitches, 
3 accommodation pods, 
composting toilet facilities 
and formation of access

Land Southeast Of 
Riverside Cottage
Lochbuie
Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute 

18/01143/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
and installation of air source 
heat pump

Plot 12 Aldersyde
Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute
PA35 1JH

18/01302/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land South Of Pine View 
Lodge (Site A)
Barcaldine
Oban
Argyll And Bute 

18/01346/PP Erection of replacement shop 
and residential unit

Iona Scottish Crafts
Isle Of Iona
Argyll And Bute
PA76 6SJ

18/01280/PP Siting of red telephone box 
for the retail sale of goods 
(cakes)

Land Adjacent To 
Keppochan Farmhouse 
Access On The B840
Cladich
Dalmally
Argyll And Bute 

18/01403/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
reference 15/00076/PPP – 
Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Laggan Croft
Port Ramsay
Isle Of Lismore
Oban
Argyll And Bute
PA34 5UN

18/01412/PPP Site for the erection of self 
catering unit

Land South Of Pine View 
Lodge (Site A2)
Barcaldine
Oban
Argyll And Bute 

18/01222/PP Demolition of existing shop, 
erection of cafe/shop, 
installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access

Land Southwest Of Fiadh 
Cottage
Lochbuie
Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute 

18/01405/PP Change of use of family 
annex cabin to holiday letting 
unit (retrospective)

Dha Urlar
Bowmore
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute
PA43 7JQ

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and  
on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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PUBLIC MEETING
Oban Bay Management Group
Oban Bay Management Group (OBMG) is holding a public 
meeting to discuss plans to amend the statutory harbour 
authority arrangements to improve navigational safety 
across the harbour.

The OBMG has identified the need to establish a harbour 
authority to cover the wider Oban bay area to reduce 
risk from increased traffic, to improve marine safety, and 
enhance the commercial viability of the harbour.  

Several options have been considered and the OBMG 
believes that the most effective and timely option is for 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL) to extend its 
current harbour authority area to cover the whole Oban 
bay area. Oban bay users and other interested parties are 
invited to attend a public meeting to discuss the proposal:

The Corran Halls, 54 The Esplanade, Oban PA34 5AB
Wednesday 18th July 2018   |  6.00pm

An online survey is also open for  
submissions on the Oban Harbour 
website at www.obanharbour.scot  

The survey closes on  
31st July 2018.

Oban Bay  
Management Group

info@obanharbour.scot

INSOLVENCY ACT 1986
SEQUESTRATION OF
JOHN JAMES FISHER

AND SYLVIA JOY FISHER
FORMERLY 6 DUNMOR AVENUE, 

LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8TP
DUNOON SHERIFF COURT 20TH 

SEPTEMBER 2016.
REF: 2016/604453  2016/604454

Please be advised that all Creditors and 
Debtors Prior to

3rd July 2018 should contact our office

WYLIE AND BISSET
168 BATH STREET, GLASGOW, G2 4TP

0141 556 7000

Argyll and Bute Council

COUNCIL CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 
APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A KNIFE DEALER’S LICENCE
Notice is hereby given that David Bleazard has applied for grant 
of a Knife Dealer’s licence for the premises known as Outside Edge, 
6 McGregor Court, Oban, PA34 4DJ to trade Monday to Sunday 
from 9.00am to 5.30pm.
Any person wishing to object or make representation regarding this 
application must do so in writing specifying the objection or nature 
of the representation, giving the name and address of the person 
making it and signed by that person to the undersigned by no later than 
28 days from 12th July 2018. The Licensing Authority may entertain an 
objection/representation received after the 28 days before they make 
a final decision if satisfied there is a good reason why not made within 
28 days.

Charles G Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT.
4th July 2018.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (INVERARAY) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON 
USE OF ROAD) (NO.2) ORDER 2018
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffic on that length of 
the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk Road from its 
junction with the entrance to The Avenue Car Park, Inveraray in a 
generally northerly direction on Main Street South, Main Street West, 
Main Street East then in a north westerly direction on Front Street 
East and Front Street West to its junction with the entrance leading 
to Inveraray Castle, a distance of 575 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the Inveraray Highland 
Games Parade, 2018 and to enable members of the public to watch 
this event, will be in operation from 17th July to 18th July 2018. 
The Order does not apply to vehicles being used in an emergency for 
fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or; a vehicle 
being used for facilitating the holding of the relevant event.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
No alternative route to be signed.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/road-orders/ 
?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways and trunk roads 
visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
S P DAVIES
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF

CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn 
to the following terms and 
conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertise-
ments in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement 
are the Publisher, Wyvex 
Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the 
other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and 
provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the 
delivery of advertising 
materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall 
be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does 
not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves 

the right to cancel or alter 
the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an adver-
tisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of 
display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher 
before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the 
jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall 
not be liable for any loss 
or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure 

(however caused) of 
publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or 
edition in which any ad-
vertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event 
of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or 
part of an advertisement, 
the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertise-
ment or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasona-
ble refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, 
misprint or omission does 
not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified 
to the Publisher in writing 
within fourteen days of 
publication.  In no cir-
cumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omis-
sion exceed the amount of 
a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement 
in connection with which 

liability arose or the cost 
of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in 
connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/
Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher 
in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges 
falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any 
one or more of a series of 
advertisements published 
in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the 
publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the val-
ue of £75 must be paid on 
acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice 
raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from 

the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher 
may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due 
date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy 
of £10 as an administra-
tion fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to dis-
allow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount 
which will be treated as 
though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to 
insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media 
Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and 
registered as a newspaper 
at the Post Office. http://
t e r m s a n d c o n d i t i o n s .
wyvexmedia.co.uk
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THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (as amended)

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (LAND 110M NE OF 1 STRONCHREGGAN SAWMILL 
COTTAGES, TRESLAIG, FORT WILLIAM) (REVOCATION) ORDER 2018

TAKE NOTICE that the Highland Council as Planning Authority for the area of Highland 
have made an Order under Section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 
Act 1997, as amended, to revoke planning permission for the erection of a house at 
Land 110m NE of 1 Stronchreggan Sawmill Cottages, Treslaig, Fort William (reference 
17/00326/PIP). 

The Council have been notified in writing by the owner and occupier of the land that 
they do not object to the Order.  In the Council’s opinion no other persons will be 
affected by the Order 

If you wish an opportunity of appearing before, and being heard by, a person appointed 
by the Scottish Ministers you should give notice in writing to that effect to the Scottish 
Government, Development Department, Planning Division, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ, not later than the Ninth day of August Two Thousand and Eighteen.

If no such notice has been given by that date, the Council shall seek confirmation of 
the Order by the Scottish Ministers and upon the date of confirmation, the Order shall 
take effect.

Dated: 6th July 2018  
Head of Corporate Governance, The Highland Council, Council Headquarters , 
Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS, IV3 5NX

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

INCREASE NUMBER OF FIN FISH PENS FROM 12 TO 16 AT ESTABLISHED FISH 
FARM, SITE AT MACLEAN’S NOSE LOCH SUNART ACHARACLE  

The Council has received an application from Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd on land 
at Site at Maclean’s Nose Loch Sunart Acharacle. The application is development 
falling within the Regulations as Environmental Impact Assessment development 
and accordingly is supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report. The 
application reference number is (18/02922/FUL).

The application and the accompanying Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
are available for public inspection by appointment between the hours of 9.30am to 
12.30pm and 1.30pm to 4.30pm Monday to Friday at the following location – 

Service Point, Charles Kennedy Building, Achintore Road, Fort William, PH33 6RQ

They can also be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using 
application number  18/02922/FUL)

Printed copies of the complete Environmental Statement can be purchased from 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Per: Yvonne Booth. Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis 
Business Park, Fort William TEL: 01397 715074 at a cost of £35 (printed copy) or £5 
(electronic copy) . The Non Technical Summary can be obtained free of charge. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application, Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.
uk/wam/ or by writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning 
Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline for 
receipt of comments is 30 days from the date of publication of this notice.

The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually 
to points or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. 
Please quote the application reference number in your correspondence.  

Stuart Black 

Director of Development and Infrastructure

  

Reference Description Location

18/02894/FUL

18/03026/FUL

18/02922/FUL

18/02761/FUL

18/02720/FUL

18/02450/FUL

18/02888/PIP

18/03057/FUL

18/03024/FUL

Land 2380M NE Of Rock Cottage, Isle Of Rum

Land 290M North Of Hollybank
Glenetive

Site At Maclean’s Nose, 
Loch Sunart, Acharacle

Site South Of Tigh Aran, Spean Bridge

Balchraggan, Happy Valley, Torlundy, Fort William

Land 45M NW Of Ardgour Parish Church Ardgour

Land 100M South Of Tigh Nam Beithe, Braeroy 
Road, Roy Bridge

Land 150M East Of Fassfern House, Fassfern, 
Kinlocheil

Land 240M NW Of Schoolhouse Cottage Bothy, 
Glenetive

Installation of wireless relay

Installation of run-of-river hydropower 
system, associated plant, buildings and 
access roads

Increase number of fin fish pens from 12 to 
16 at established fish farm.  

Housing Development, 20 no houses

Siting of garden pod

Erection of house

Erection of house (renewal of 15/00864/PIP)

Installation of seven additional intakes and 
formation of access track to Allt an Inbhir 
hydro scheme

Installation of run-of-river hydropower 
system and associated works

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined online 
at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; or electronically at your nearest Council Service Point. 

You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated from the 
date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

The Council has received the following applications from Dickins Hydro Resources 
Ltd. The applications are developments falling within the Regulations as Environmental 
Impact Assessment development and accordingly are supported by an Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report.

The applications and the accompanying Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
are available for public inspection between the hours of 9.30 am to12.30pm and 1.30 
pm to 4.30 pm Monday to Friday at the following location: 

Service Point, Charles Kennedy Building, Achintore Road, Fort William, PH33 6RQ

They can also be accessed online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ (search using 
the application numbers above).

Printed copies of the complete individual Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
can be purchased from Dickins Hydro Resources Ltd, per Mr William Dickins, Chester 
House, 81-83 Fulham High Street,  London, SW6 3JA; e-mail william@dickinshydro.
com:  tel: 0203 286 2203;  at a cost of £500.00 each for paper copies and £50 each 
for electronic.

Any person who wishes to make a representation on the application and Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report can make them online by visiting http://wam.highland.gov.
uk/wam/ or by writing to The Head of Planning and Building Standards, ePlanning 
Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX. The deadline for 
receipt of comments is 30 days from the date of publication of this notice.

The Council will acknowledge receipt of comments but is unable to respond individually 
to points or questions raised. Please note that your comments will be published online. 
Please quote the application reference number in your correspondence.  

Stuart Black 
Director of Development and Infrastructure

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

18/03024/FUL

18/03026/FUL

Installation of run-of-river 
hydropower system and 
associated works (Allt Na 
Gaoirean)

Installation of run-of-river 
hydropower system, 
associated plant, 
buildings and access 
roads (Allt A Bhiorain)

Land 240M NW Of Schoolhouse 
Cottage Bothy, Glenetive

Land 290M North Of Hollybank

Glenetive

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION(S) ISSUED

J M MacEachen & S M 
Harvie
5 Bunacaimb B, Arisaig & 
Moidart
87586
0.162 ha
Reason – Site for a dwell-
ing house
Condition – With fencing/
use conditions.  

G Macarthur
3a Caolas, Tiree
86212
0.08 ha
Reason – Site for a dwell-
ing house
Condition – With fencing/
use conditions.  

Full details at www.croft-
ing.scotland.gov.uk 

First Registration 
of a Croft

Janet Stewart has 
registered their croft 
174 Newton Ardtoe, 
Ardnamurchan and Sunart 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 14, 
2019
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5210.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

West Coast PROPERTIES

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
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West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

MOBILITYCHIMNEY SWEEP

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

STATIONERY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM



Bicycles
ELECTRIC BIKES mens and 
ladies Kalkof electric bikes, 
two years old. £1500 ono 
Contact Fiona on, Telephone 
07717 280501 or 01631 
562755².

LADIES MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Shogun Mont Blanc, 19 inch 
frame, 18 speed Shimano 
gears, new tyres, little used, 
VGC, £65 Telephone 01586 
553250.

ROAD BIKE Reluctant sale. 
23 inch frame (� ts 6 foot ). 
Shimano gears, brakes and 
cranks. 12 Speed. 700x23 
tyres. Phone for pics, £180 
Telephone 01546 886680².

Building / DIY
ONE STEPLADDER folding 
aluminium 4 tread with plat-
form for bucket. Total height 
64 inches, £12 Telephone 
07810 577109.

REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

TELESCOPIC SUPPORT 
ARMS Clarke CHT399, in-
cluding instructions, £15 pair 
Telephone 01880 730326².

Car Accessories
HALFORDS HIGH 3 bike 
carrier. Had little use, £25 
Telephone 01631 730360.

SUBARU FORESTER SPARE 
WHEEL Brand new, never 
used. Pre 2017 alloy design. 
Semita SUV 225/60R17. Oban 
area, £99 Telephone 01631 
563051.

Computers and 
Games
ACER ASPIRE E15 LAPTOP 
as new, hardly used, includes 
shoulder bag and extras. Call 
Mike, £200 ono Telephone 
01631 565750 or 07881 757033.

Domestic Pets
BEAUTIFUL COCKER 
SPANIELS 2 golden girls 1 
Black girl 1 Black boy.Viewing 
from 28 July. Available from 
11 August. Microchipped, 1st 
vaccination. Strachur,  £600 
Telephone 07929883762 or  
07885898878.

Firearms
GUNS FOR SALE 
Bettinsoli Universal 12B M-C, 
new £895
Bettinsoli Universal 20b M-c, 
new £895
FAC required, Telephone 
07990 886646².

 Furniture
2 ROUND BEDSIDE TABLES 
complete with circular cov-
ers. Free,  Telephone 01855 
831309.

BUNK BEDS White � nished 
rigid metal frame bunk beds 
with ladder attached. Size 
208cm x 100cm. Mattresses 
free. Buyer collects, £65 
Telephone 01546 510595.

CHEST OF DRAWERS , 
storage box, desk and end 
shelves, to be � tted, vgc, £90 
Telephone 01855 831309.

ERCOL DARK WOOD 
DRESSER A lovely old dresser 
good condition slight marks 
to top has shelves to the top, 
2 draws and cupboard with 
shelf, £99 Telephone 07766 
421169.

ERCOL DARK WOOD 
TABLE  and 3 chairs love-
ly old table matches dresser 
also for sale. A few marks to 
the top but still a nice piece 
of furniture, £65 Telephone 
07766 421169.

RETRO BOOKCASE 
Beautiful Condition, £95 
Telephone 07919 106318.

SMALL DOUBLE BED 4� , 
as new, £95 Telephone 01855 
831309.

TWO DINING ROOM 
CHAIRS Carved back and 
legs. Ancient but wood is 
good,  £40 Telephone 01546 
850287.

VINTAGE WOOD 
DRESSING TABLE an old 
piece of furniture has 2 draws 
not sure of wood or age has 
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

PERSONAL

Private sales free listings for items under £100
lovely wood work some stain-
ing to the top, £65 Telephone 
07766 421169.

 Garden
GREEN METAL COLD 
FRAME Green metal cold 
frame, 6’x2’/192cmx65cm, 
tempered safety glass, 3 sec-
tions, li� ing lids, sloping, 
VGC. Collection only, £50 
Telephone 01631 770631.

KNAPSACK SPRAYER 
Allman Manual X-15 includ-
ing instruction manual, £55 
Telephone 01880 730326².

VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².

VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40,  Telephone 01631 
564578².

VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various siz-
es from £90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

Garden Machinery
HEDGE TRIMMER Stihl 
HS45 18” Petrol, used 4 times, 
including instruction man-
ual, £150 Telephone 01880 
730326².

Hobbies and Crafts
JIGSAWS & PORTAPUZZLE 
Portapuzzle Board - never 
used. 2 x 1000 piece Jigsaws 
unopened. 1 x 500 piece 
Jigsaw opened, £15 Telephone 
01631 358731.

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print on 
Telephone 01586 554975.

Home Furnishings
RECLINER CHAIR Wanted - 
single recliner chair any con-
dition accepted. Lochgilphead 
/ Ardrishaig area,  Telephone 
07766 991987.

Hunting and � shing 
equipment
SWAROVSKI SLC 10x42 bin-
oculars, as new £950

LEICA ULTRVID 10x42 BR 
binoculars, as new £1150
GRAYS 3 draw scope, £800, 
Telephone 07990 886646².

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring spec-
tacular photography of some 
of our most scenic lochs, riv-
ers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a pop-
ular gi�  for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, 
Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home o�  c-
es or as a gi� . Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 851868.

Marine
BOAT STEERING WHEEL 
small boat 6 spoke stainless 
steering wheel. Old but in 
very good condition. Usable 
to ornamental. Bargain at, 
£50 Telephone 01631 564578².

VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excel-
lent conditions. Usuable or 
ornamental. Bargain at, £45 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Miscellaneous
CUTLERY 44 piece, She�  eld 
Plate, in original case, from 
Fortnum and Mason, beauti-
ful condition, £95 Telephone 
07919 106318.

ELECTRIC FOOT WARMER 
Beurer Foot Warmer. 
Washable Fleece Lining. 3 
Temp Settings. Rapid Heat 
Up. Auto Switch O� . Used 
Once. Boxed, £10 Telephone 
01631 358731.

ISLE OF MULL POTTERY 
15 asst pieces of pottery in-
cluding mustard pots, wine 
goblets & casserole dish. 
Pretty blue with shell design. 
Unused, £10 Telephone 01631 
358731.

SINGLE BED ELECTRIC 
Dreamland Ecoheat Under 
Blanket. Machine Washable. 
Extra Foot Warm. 2 Heat 
Settings - Eco Boost and Eco 
All Night. Brand New, £10 
Telephone 01631 358731.

Mobility
PRISM ELECTRIC 
MOBILITY SCOOTE new, 
never been used, £650 
Telephone 01631 562782².

Musical 
Instruments
OLD WOODEN PIANO 
a vintage wood piano was 
in a local church. Free to a 
good home Telephone 07766 
421169.

Poultry
TWO BANTAM modern 
game cockerels, approx one 
year old,  £5 each Telephone 
01631 740219².

Printing and 
Stationery
P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL, market your 
business e� ectively with pro-
fessionally designed lea� ets, 
posters and � yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on Telephone 
01586 554975.

THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp Print on 
Telephone 01586 554975.

Toys and Games
CHILD’S SOLID WOOD 
KITCHEN has sink one side 
2 rings the other side an oven 
little shelves for food and a 
place for hanging pans a love-
ly oval shape, £35 Telephone 
07766 421169.

PINTOY TWO PIECE 
WOODEN SHOP  made from 
rubberwood a lovely shop 
comes with wood food, bas-
kets and learning resource 
till. Selling on Amazon the 
shop £60.00, £35 Telephone 
07766 421169.

Trailers
LIGHTING BOARD For 4’ 
Trailer, £25 Telephone 01880 
730326².

Wanted
RECORDS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR rock, punk, 
reaggae, folk,  Telephone 
07940 811264².

MAHOGANY 
SIDEBOARD

£140
TEL 01631 770647

I would like to thank family and friends for all the 
lovely cards and gifts I received on the occasion 

of my 50th birthday. To the staff at Cuan Mor for a 
lovely meal and great service, thanks again with 

love and best wishes to you all.
Morag Robertson Taynuilt.
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GRADUATION

GLASGOW  
EDITION 
ON SALE 
NOW

100 things to do with the 
kids...Stalking with dogs... 150 
years of Mackintosh... Wildlife 

on Isle of May... Armando 
Iannucci in focus... 

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
COUGHLAN - Noel. 
Peacefully on Sunday, July 
8, 2018, surrounded by his 
loving family at home. A� er 
an illness fought with great 
courage and determination. 
Loving husband of Barbara, 
adored father and father-in-
law to Denise, Debbie and 
Alan, much loved papa of 
Alan and Daniel.
GRANT - Tain / Oban.  
Peacefully in her home 
Louden, 1 Station Road, Tain 
on Sunday July 8, 2018, Ruth 
Louden, beloved wife of the 
late James Grant (formerly 
of � e Royal Hotel, Oban), 
a dearly loved sister of the 
late Peggy, Jean, Tennie, 
Esther and Wattie, a dear 
sister-in-law, aunt, cousin, 
last surviving family member 
of the late William Louden 
and his dear wife the late 
Christina Dunnett and much 
loved by all the extended 
family and friends. A service 
was held from her home 
Louden, 1 Station Road, Tain 
on � ursday, July 12 followed 
by interment in St. Duthus 
New Cemetery. Enquiries 
to Alasdair Rhind, Funeral 
Directors, Sutherland House, 
Bank Street, Tain.
HUNTER - It’s with very 
heavy hearts that we have to 
say that our Mum, Catherine 
Hunter (Irene) passed away 
on Tuesday, July 3, 2018, in 
her 72nd year, a� er a short 
illness, darling wife to Charlie, 
much loved mum to Margaret, 
William and Joanne and 
doting “Granny Dunbeg” to 
David, Kyle, Kayleigh, Shaun, 
Calum, Lily and Ayla. Our wee 
mum was so very loved and we 
all miss her terribly.
LEVY - At home on July 
7, 2018, in her 98th year, 
Barbara, beloved wife of the 
late Maurice Levy.  Sadly 
missed.
MACLEAN - Suddenly, at 
home, surrounded by his 
family on Saturday, July 
7, 2018, Alistair “Jumbo” 
MacLean. Loving husband, 
devoted father and cherished 
papa. Family and friends 
please meet for Requiem 
Mass at 12 noon on Saturday, 
July 14, 2018 in St. Mary’s 
R.C. Church, Arisaig; there-
a� er to Arisaig Cemetery. No 

� owers please. Donations, if 
desired, to � e River Fund 
and St. Mary’s can be given at 
the church door. All friends 
are respectfully invited.
POWLETT - Née Vinke. 
Peacefully at home on Friday 
July 6, 2018, in her 74th year, 
Kari, beloved mum to Mark and 
Ylva and doting Mormor and 
Nana Kari to her grandchildren. 
Funeral service will take place 
at Dalavich Church on Tuesday 
July 17 at 2.00 pm. A cremation 
will take place at Cardross 
Crematorium on Wednesday 
July 18 at 11.15 am. If you wish to 
bring a � ower the family would 
make this into the � nal bouquet.  
Retiring Collection/ donations if 
desired for Hope Kitchen Oban 
and Marie Curie Cancer Care.
SMITH - Peacefully at Islay 
Hospital, Hugh, aged 81 
years. Beloved husband of 
Netta (Donald), much loved 
father of Susanne, Stephen 
and Christopher, father-in-
law and good friend to Brian, 
Mari and Valerie and adoring 
Papa to his six grandchildren. 
Sorely missed by all family, 
friends and the wider Islay 
and Gaelic communities. 
Funeral service was held 
in the � e Round Church 
Bowmore July 11, 2018 at 
11.30 a.m. followed by  inter-
ment in Bowmore Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MORISON - Marion Seonag 
Graham Morison of Taigh 
Sithe, Portnacrois, Appin 
Argyll, wife of late husband 
Charles and beloved mother 
of Tony, Iain, Colin and the 
late Sheila, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, passed 
away peacefully in her sleep at 
Fitzwarren House, Swindon 
on June 22, 2018 a� er a short 
illness at the age of 97. A 
funeral service will be held 
for Seonag at Appin Parish 
Church, Church of Scotland 
on July 26 starting at 12.30 
pm, followed by a reception 
at the Creagan Inn, Appin 
PA38 4BQ. Donations to 
Lorn Home-Start rather than 
� owers please.
MORRICE - Andrew. We 
extend our sincere thanks to 
all who visited, sent messages 
of sympathy and gi� s on 
the sad loss of our son and 
brother. Special thanks to 
Fr Roddy for his guidance 

NIAMH O’BYRNE
Graduated from the University of Strathclyde with a 

First Class Honours Degree in History, and Politics & 
International Relations.  Niamh is the daughter of Sean 

O’Byrne of Barcaldine and Angela O’Byrne of Oban. Niamh 
attended Achaleven Primary School and Oban High School.

and compassionate help with 
funeral arrangements and 
lovely Mass. Our gratitude 
to Andrew’s colleagues at the 
Belford for their generosity 
and kind words. � anks to 
Scott, Linnie and sta�  for 
their exceptional help and 
guidance, before and on the 
day. � anks to Shiona for 
beautiful � oral tributes. 
- Ronnie, Jessie, David and 
Dorothy.

MEMORIAMS
BINNIE - In everlasting 
memory of Alistair, a treasured 
husband who died July 11, 2017.
It is sad to walk the road alone 
instead of side by side,
But to all there comes a moment 
when the ways of life divide.
Although you cannot be here 
with me, we are truly not apart.
Until I take my � nal breath, 
you will be living in my heart.
Fondest love
- Isobel xx
BINNIE - Alastair. In memory 
of a much loved dad and gran-
dad who passed on July 11, 2017.
Every day in some small way
We miss you more than words 
can say.
In our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day.
- Love Gordon, Kirsteen, 
Matthew and Lewis.
MACBRIDE – Remembering 
a dear Aunty, Mary, died on 
July 13, 1995. Time passes, 
memories stay.
- Rosemary, Ewen and family, 
Spean Bridge.
McCREEVY - In loving 
memory of my daughter Eileen 
(Gunn), who died on July 7, 2012.
Never more than a thought away
Quietly remembered every day.
- Mam.
SMITH – In loving memory 
of our dear parents, Morag who 
died on July 14, 2007 and Jimmy, 
who died on August 1, 2012.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
Very sadly missed.
- Violet and � eresa.
STEWART - With treasured 
memories of a much loved 
husband, father and grand-
father David Stewart, who 
passed away July 14, 1998.
Always in our thoughts.
- Gilda, David, Sarah, 
Kathryn and Cameron.

TRAYNOR - Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
parents and grandparents,
mother Jessie, who passed 
away July 16, 2013 and father 
John, on November 22, 1994.
Always and forever in our 
hearts and thoughts.
- Violet, Iain, Janette, Jennifer 
and families.
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THOUGHT 
for the weekKilted octogenarian to 

lead rosary relay up to 
the top of Ben Nevis

Free service in Argyll and Bute 
for people with sight loss
A free telephone coun-
selling service remains 
available to people a� ected 
by sight loss in Argyll and 
Bute.

� e Need to Talk project, 
which o� ers free counsel-
ling and con� dence-build-
ing support, is run by the 
Royal National Institute of 
Blind People Scotland.

� rough the project, 
people are helped to come 
to terms with sight loss, or 
that of a family member, 
and to face the future with 
con� dence.

� e service, supported 
by the European Union’s 
INTERREG VA pro-
gramme, is available in ar-
eas of the west of Scotland.

Campbell Chalmers, 

director of RNIB Scotland, 
said: ‘Being told you will 
lose even some of your 
sight can, of course, be 
devastating news. We know 
that people can need both 
emotional and practical 
support to adapt.

‘Our Need to Talk 
service is made up of 
skilled counsellors and 
con� dence-building pro-
fessionals who can help 
people come to terms with 
their sight condition and 
maximise their independ-
ence, providing a friendly 
and reassuring voice to 
people and addressing any 
concerns and worries they 
may have.’

You can contact the Need 
to Talk team on 0303 123 

999. For further infor-
mation visit rnib.org.uk/
needtotalk

My guess is that if you go 
to church this Sunday you 
may very well hear the 
story of Herodias and her dodgy 
dancing.

Such were her alluring moves 
before the king that she was 
granted her greatest desire, 
whatever that may be. Her 
charming mother, Herodias, 
who was feeling got at by the 
public over her loose morals, 
told her daughter to get the head 
of the preacher John the Baptist.

And she did; she got his head 
on a plate, literally (Mark 6 v 
28).

Now top that story in the Sun 
on Sunday.

Why recount this tale? Well, 
it is reminder that Christian 
faith is a grown-up thing. In just 
one story you have sex, murder, 
lust, power, trickery, theatre, 
dance, gender politics, and that 
talking truth to power can get 
you killed.

And God is not afraid, through 
the Holy Spirit, to bring us this 
in Scripture.

One thing the Bible is not 
is ‘nice’ – if ‘nice’ means 
sappy, ino� ensive, lame and 
predictable.

� e Bible records humanity’s 
� awed dealings with God, and 
God’s constant call to live love; 
love for God, love for our fellow 
men and women, and for our 
own confused and fallible selves.

It may be that here in Scotland 
we don’t get our heads stuck 
on a plate if we try to live that 
love, but today in other places 
Christians get the equivalent. So 
let us grow up in faith and deal 
with real issues.

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Kilmore and Oban 

Church of Scotland.

An Octogenarian is to lead a kilted 
prayer team to the top of Ben Nevis as 
part of a rosary relay.

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow, founder 
of Craig Lodge at Dalmally, will 
lead the way when hikers set o�  on 
September 1 to conquer Britain’s 
highest peak in aid of their well-loved 
house of prayer.

� e group will pray the rosary in 
relays from base to summit, creating 
an unbroken prayer chain all the way 
to the summit.

Former shepherd and stalker Calum, 
85, has prayed on the mountains of 
Scotland all his life and he is inviting 
people to send him their prayers to 
take with them.

‘Having already blessed every Munro 
for the year 2000 and walked the St 
Conan’s Pilgrim Way in 2017, we have 
set our sights on Britain’s tallest peak.  
As we climb, we’ll raise the intentions 
of our friends and supporters with us, 
through the intercession of Our Lady.  
We’ll literally li�  your prayers closer 
to heaven!

‘� e rosary is a powerful prayer,’ he 
said.

� e MacFarlane-Barrow family 
ran Craig Lodge as a hotel but 
a� er a life-changing pilgrimage to 
Medjugorje in 1990 were inspired to 
give their home over to the service of 
God and a community of young peo-
ple, forming a programme of retreats  
around it.

During the past 28 years it has en-
couraged many people and initiatives, 
including  internationally acclaimed 
Mary’s Meals, a charity feeding 

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow will be taking people’s 
prayers up Ben Nevis closer to heaven.

1,257,278 children in every school day 
in 15 countries across

Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Caribbean.

Today, Craig Lodge continues to 
minister to anyone seeking time out 
for prayer, especially young people 
and families.  You can donate at 
justgiving.com/ campaigns/charity/
craiglodge/ bennevisrosary

Free counselling is available 
to people in Argyll and Bute. 

Picture: Michael Cooper
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Feathers �y at Oban 
doubles tournament

RALLYING

OT

BADMINTON

GOLF

Mixed doubles winners Deborah Craig and Andrew 
Ironside. 

Womens’ doubles winners Carla-Louise MacKenzie 
and Denise Gemmell.

Dust flies in a 
cracking Argyll 
Rally in the hills 
Gavin Brown
editor@argyllshire Advertiser.co.uk

�e recent Dunoon Presents 
Rally saw the Scottish Rally 
Championship roll into town 
and 58 top-spec cars and 
crews take to the stages.

Dust �ew in dry conditions 
up in the hills of Cowal as 
drivers tested their skills 
among forestry roads in what 
turned out to be an excellent 
rally.

�e route this year was 
slightly di�erent, with two 
new stages added to a sched-
ule which saw the cars cover 
each of the four stages twice 
through the day with two ser-
vice stops at Dunoon Stadium 
along the way.

�ere were a few well-
known Argyll faces out there, 
with mixed fortunes on the 
day.

Douglas Watt from Furnace 
had rebuilt his Escort a�er 
its small excursion on the 
Scottish Rally in May and 
he was out again, hoping for 
better luck and a �nish for 
him and his co-driver Mark 
Grierson.

�e pair were steady, neat 
and quick all day and broke 
the timing beam on stage 
eight, Bishop’s Glen, to com-
plete the rally in 23rd overall 
and third in class four.

Everything �nally came 
together and the car and crew 

got the result they deserved. 
�e collective sigh of relief 
could be heard in body shops 
and garages all across the 
land, with annual leave in  
most of them on hold until 
the Douglas Watt result came 
in. Duncan MacLean and Ian 
Parker were again out in the 
mighty Peugeot 106 and were 
having a decent day, with a 
few hairy moments when the 
intercom wasn’t working (or 
so Duncan tells it) and unfor-
tunately breaking a gearbox 
mount which, though �xed 
between stages, saw them 
over their time limit and out 
of the rally.

Mull ace Ally Currie and 
his Oban co-driver Grant 
MacNiven continued to chase 
the bigger, more powerful 
machinery in his 150bhp 
Fiesta and was sitting third 
in the 2WD section when 
a problem they had been 
experiencing for most of the 
day became worse – and the 
passenger side front wheel 
decided to part company on 
the approach to the start line 
of stage seven.

�e family duo of Cara and 
Donald MacNeill made a wel-
come return to the stages, in 
new machinery this time, de-
buting their Subaru Impreza 

and bringing it home in one 
piece in 31st overall and 
second in class nine.

Mull’s James Campbell and 
Claire Tilley also got their 
Mitsubishi Evo to the �nish 
and will be happy with the 
result. �e event was won 
by Kilmarnock’s Andrew 
Gallagher with Jane Nicol on 
the notes in the CobbleShop 
Ford Focus WRC.

�e next rally in Argyll 
is the Mach 1 Stages on 
Saturday July 14 and Sunday 
July 15 at Machrihanish.

Ally Currie and Grant MacNiven blasted it while their Fiesta was still on four wheels. 

Flying round the corners in the hills above Glenbranter 
were Furnace driver Douglas Watt and co-driver Mark 
Grierson. 

James Campbell and Claire Tilley from Mull in their 
Mitsubishi. 

Donald MacNeill from Furnace and Cara MacNeill, 
Glasgow, make light work of the hairpin in their Subaru.  

Kicking up dust in their Peugeot 106 are Lochgilphead 
team Duncan MacLean and Ian Parker. 

Leading scores for the handicap/senior championship 
second round at Glencruitten on Saturday were Alan 
Jamieson 69 – 10 = 59 and Robert Wright 68 – 6 = 62. 
James Muir, Kenny MacCallum, Alistair MacLean Jr and 
Donald MacLennan all recorded a net 63.

The second round of the championship and George 
Smith Trophy takes place this Saturday.

Results from Glencruitten

The �rst Oban Development Doubles tournament was 
held in Atlantis Leisure on Sunday June 24. 

Players came from Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness, 
Fort William, Crie�, Barra, Lochgilphead and Oban to 
take part.

With the men’s doubles getting under way �rst, it 
was Andrew Ironside and William Hyslop from Glasgow 
who clinched the title. Runners up were Kenneth Mann 
and Alan Love, Fort William, who beat Mark MacMillan, 
Lochaber, and Ryan McCuaig, Edinburgh/Mid Argyll, by 
a set in the round robin table.

The women’s doubles was a family a�air with mother 
and daughter against one another in the round robin 
�nale. 

Daughter Carla-Lousie MacKenzie, Oban, with her 
partner Denise Gemmell, Oban, beat mother Deborah 
Craig, Oban, and Susan Hunter, Inverness, 21-15, 20-22, 
21-14 in an entertaining �nal.

The mixed doubles �nal was a spectacular �nish 
to the day. William Hyslop, Glasgow, and Susan 
Hunter, Inverness, battled it out with Andrew Ironside, 
Glasgow, and Deborah Craig, Oban, for the last title of 
the day. After some very lengthy rallies, Andrew and 
Deborah prevailed winning a fantastic three set match 
(21-15 15-21 21-18) .

It has been decided to run another event later in 
the year. For more information about future events or 
to enquire about badminton in Oban, contact Oban 
Badminton Club’s Facebook page.
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HIGHLAND GAMES

Junior athletics at Argyll’s 
Highland Games circuit 
The Highland Games season is under way in Argyll 
with the Lorne Games in Oban already held on June 
24. Morvern Games at Lochaline is on Saturday July 14. 
Next on the programme is Inveraray on Tuesday July 17 
followed by Mull Games at Tobermory two days later 
on Thursday July 19.  Taynuilt and Southend [evening 
event] are both on Saturday July 21 and � nally Oban 
Games takes place on Thursday August 23. 

Several junior track and � eld events are being held to 
encourage more young local athletes to take part. This 
applies to the ‘Highland Games’ in Argyll, which are 
a�  liated to the Scottish Highland Games Association 
[SHGA]. Junior events will be held at Inveraray, Mull, 
and Oban, with separate events for both boys and girls 
between the age of 11 and under 16. 

The age quali� cation is under 16 on May 26 2018 
which was the date of the � rst games on the SHGA 
� xture list.

The events are 90metres, 600metres, high jump, 
long jump and shot putt with the two track races on a 
handicap basis according to age and ability. 

There will be an overall junior championship with 
points awarded over the series of games and trophies 
presented to the top boy and girl at Oban Games on 
the August 23. Prize money will be an added incentive 
at all of the Highland Games.

As well as the junior events at the SHGA Games, there 
is a full programme of senior events (16 years and over) 
in two categories with local events con� ned to athletes 
born or resident in Argyll and Open events. To compete 
in the Open events athletes will have to register with 
the Scottish Highland Games Association for the day or 
for the season.

Junior athletes at Inveraray and Mull Highland Games 
should enter on the � eld between 10am and 10.30am 
with the � rst event starting at 10.45am. For the Mull 
Games on July 19, competitors from the mainland are 
advised to travel on the � rst ferry from Oban at 7.30am.

Further information on the junior events at Inveraray, 
Mull and Oban can be obtained by contacting Bill 
MacCallum on 01546 602664.

Scottish Jumps Championship at Mull Games
For the second year, Mull Games have been awarded 
the Scottish Highland Games Association Jumps 
Championship, a national competition for most points 
in the high jump, long jump and triple jump. 

This championship will attract some of Scotland’s top 
jumpers to compete on a � eld which is regarded as the 
best surface for jumping of all the games in Scotland.

In 2016 at Mull, Allan Hamilton from Edinburgh, 
Scotland’s number one long jumper, set new Scottish 
SHGA records in long jump and triple jump. Allan has 
been troubled by injury this year but still hopes to be 
at Mull. 

Tony Da� urn from Wishaw, the SHGA ‘Athlete of the 
Year’ in 2017 will be at Mull as will young Aidan Quinn 
who is Scotland’s top Under 20 triple jumper. Tony 
and Aidan have ambitions of breaking the triple jump 
record of 50ft 1in.
  One ground record which has withstood the passage 
of time is the high jump record of 6ft 3.5in set by the 
great Jay Scott and has survived since 1955. 

Jay set the record using a modi� ed scissors technique 
and did not have the luxury of landing on crash mats.

Ladies mile race at Inveraray Games
A ladies mile race will be held at Inveraray on Tuesday 
July 17 and is open to ladies 16 years and over with no 
upper age limit. 

The race will be handicapped according to age 
and ability with starts given to the older and slower 
runners. 

All entries are on the day and the race is likely to be in 
the early afternoon. 

In addition to generous prize money an annual 
trophy will be awarded to the winner. Any Argyll ladies 
interested?

Another successful West 
Highland Tennis Week

Jodie McLelland serves against Kirsty Robertson in the 
ladies championship singles.

Oban Rotary Club’s Iain MacIntyre hands over a £600 cheque to help with tournament running costs.

West Highland Tennis week winners.

� e West Highland Tennis 
Championship took place in 
Oban last weekend for the 
47th year with players trav-
elling from as far as Texas to 
compete.

� e ‘unique’ tournament 
caters for competitors of all 
ages and abilities, with local 
competitions, under 18s and 
championship events.

Oban’s Gregor Brydon 
shone in the local events, 
Kirsty Robertson took 
home the prestigious ladies 
championship singles trophy  
and Nicolas Rosenzweig was 
crowned men’s champion.

Nicolas said: ‘I just want 
to say thanks to Mary and 
everyone who makes this 
tournament possible.

‘I go to many tournaments 
across the world and this is 
one of the most welcoming.’

Referee Colin Alanbidge, 
who � rst played in the tour-
nament in 1977, said: ‘� e 
West Highland tournament 
is unique.

‘A lot of the time tourna-
ments are restricted to certain 

age groups. � e players feel 
they get looked a� er here and 
their play is appreciated com-
pared to the fairly banal set-
tings they usually experience.

‘It’s important events 
like this are supported and 
maintained.’

� e tournament is support-
ed by many local businesses 
and organisations. 

One of the main sponsors 
is the Rotary Club of Oban, 
which handed over a £600 
cheque last week.

Iain MacIntyre said: ‘We 
are delighted. It promotes the 
town. 

‘We have been doing it for 
years and our contribution 
this year is £600 towards the 
running costs.’

Events started on July 1 with 
the Argyll Day. Local events 
continued on Monday and 
Tuesday with mix and match 
competitions and handicap 
singles.

Craig � omson won the 
boys under 18 singles and 
Kirsty Robertson won the 
girls under 18s singles.

Nicolas Rosenzweig and 
Daniel Gunn were champions 
in the men’s doubles category, 
while Lisa Munro and Jodie 
McLelland were the best 
women.

� e mixed doubles was won 
by Ethan Cook and Krystal 
Smith.

In the local events, the 
Argyll day men’s singles win-

ner was Gregor Brydon. � e 
ladies winner was Melissa 
Oatts, while Willie Gemmell 
and Inez Cordeiro took home 
the mixed doubles trophy.

� e mix and match event on 
Monday was won by E Swann 
and F Campbell.

� e Tennis Tuesday winners 
were J Kelly, M Croarkin and 
E Swann.

� e Wimbledon Wednesday 
tournament was won by 
Gregor Brydon.

Junior events took place 
throughout the week and 20 
primary school pupils took 
part in a ‘challenge and fun 
event’ and all participants 
went home with a medal.

Secondary school pupils 
also got involved, with 
Morgan Gemmill winning 
the junior boys cateogry.

Rory Dowd was the 
senior boys winner and the 
girls champion was Kirsty 
MacArthur.
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GOLF Tangerine Terrors triumph in Oban

Lewis Cameron scores for Saints in their 1-0 win over St Johnstone.

The Oban Saints squad.   

Glorious weather and a course in perfect condition 
attracted a �eld of more than 70 players to the Dalmally 
Gents Open on Sunday. The Open, sponsored by 
the Bay Hotel Tarbet, attracted players from all over 
Argyll as well as visitors from Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Cheltenham.

Winners were: Scratch - 1 David Howie, Taynuilt GC 
69; 2 Graham MacColl, Glencruitten GC 71; 3 Graeme 
Mackechnie Dalmally GC, 73. 

Handicap -1 Geo Adam Isle of Seil GC, 63 (bih); 2 Grant 
Macdougall, Lochgilphead GC, 63; 3 Terry Macnair, 
Dalmally GC, 66.

Nearest the pin Hole 1/10 David Howie, Taynuilt; 
Hole 3/12 Peter Bain Glencruitten; Hole  5/14 Andrew 
McHardy Glencruitten; Hole 7/16 Paul Walton Taynuilt.  

Longest drive Andy Ronald Taynuilt.
At the prizegiving, thanks were given to the sponsors 

Bay Hotel Tarbet and Dalmally’s neighbouring clubs 
in Argyll for their excellent support and a welcome 
invitation to return for the Three Man Stableford Team 
competition on Sunday July 22. To enter visit www.
dalmallygolfclub.co.uk 

Prizewinners at the recent Dalmally Gents Open.

Dalmally Gents Open

Below are the winners and runners-up at the West 
Highland Tennis secondary schools competition held 
recently.

Ryan MacPhail quaich for senior boys - winner Rory 
Dowd with runner- up Connor Dott.

Marie Robertson 
quaich for girls - winner 
Kirsty MacArthur 
with runner-up Ellie 
MacInnes.

Mary MacLean quaich 
for junior boys - winner 
Morgan Gemmell and 
runner-up Rory Dods.

Secondary school winners
SCHOOL TENNIS

Dundee United take a controversial lead against Oban 
Saints.

Paul Carmichael heads over the bar during the game against St Anthony’s. 

Continued from page 64
started their campaign at 
Glencruitten with Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell at the helm for the 
�rst time against a young 
St Johnstone side. Prior to 
kick-o�, Donald Campbell 
presented the Perth Saints 
skipper with a momento 
commemorating the 25th  
year of the tournament which 
each of the visiting teams 
would also be presented with.

�e Saints line-up included 
former Skipper Keith Millar 
making his �nal appearance 
for the club a�er a glittering 
career spanning almost 25  
years. A�er the tournament, 
there was a presentation in 
Oban Lorne Rugby Club to 
thank Keith for his years of 
service to the club.

Saints dominated proceed-
ings against the young St 
Johnstone side but it took 
until the closing stages before 
they �nally turned their 
superiority into a goal which 
would prove to be their only 
one of the day.

A�er Paul Carmichael had 
a good header well saved by 
Jack Wills in the St Johnstone 
goal, and Myles McAuley 
glanced a Craig MacEwan 
cross wide of target, Lewis 
Cameron eventually broke 
the deadlock in the 36th  
minute. Turning away from 
his marker on the corner of 
the box, Cameron forced his 
way into the danger area and 
slipped a tidy low �nish past 
the keeper’s right hand to give 
Saints the points.

Oban Saints 0
St Anthony’s 0
Saints then made the short 
walk to Moss�eld to face 
tournament new boys St 
Anthony’s who had not long 
arrived following breakfast at 
the Royal Hotel arranged by 
hotel general manager John 
Horne. 

�e Ants are also under 
new management and the 
tournament presented an 
ideal opportunity for new 
ga�er John Kelly to run the 
rule over his new charges.

Only Paul Carmichael and 
Myles McAuley retained their 
places as Saints managers 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell made nine changes 
for the second game. Among 
the changes were starting 
roles for youngsters Cameron 
MacMillan, Gavin Forgrieve 
and Keir MacLean.

Saints had the better of the 
early exchanges with Paul 
Carmichael heading a Fraser 
MacFarlane corner kick 
narrowly over in the second 
minute and Dougal Graham 
making an excellent run 
on the le� to set up Shaun 
MacIver for a shot just wide 
of keeper Sean Patrick’s right 
hand post.

Returning to the club a�er 
a four-year absence, Matty 
Rippon had a good opportu-
nity to re-open his goal scor-
ing account a�er ten minutes 
getting on the end of a Shaun 
MacIver cross but he blazed 
over from 15 yards under 
pressure from Ants central 
defender Anton Conway.

�e second half was a more 
even a�air with chances at a 
premium. Richie Bain, one of 
the Ants many new signings, 
headed narrowly wide of 
Cameron MacMillan’s right 
hand post from a free-kick on 
the corner of the box on the 
Ants right. At the other end, 
Shaun MacIver did well on 
the right to swing a dangerous 
cross onto the six yard line but 
with no takers in red it was an 
easy take for Sean Patrick in 
the Ants goal before referee 
Jimmy Litster sounded the 
full-time whistle.

Hamilton Academical 0
St Johnstone 0
It was another stalemate at 
Glencruitten as Hamilton 
Academical and St Johnstone, 
despite some good football 
from both sides, failed to 
trouble the scorers.

Dundee United 2
Oban Saints
Saints returned to the 
hard and bumpy surface at 
Glencruitten to face newly in-
stalled tournament favourites 
Dundee United.
 �e young Terrors put in 
another impressive display 
and probably didn’t require 
the massive slice of good 
fortune in the build-up to the 
opening goal. United winger 
Loius Appere collided with 
Graham Douglas on the goal-
line in the ��eenth minute 

taking the Saints keeper out 
of the game and allowing that 
veteran of many a pre-season 
game, ‘Trialist’, to prod the 
ball home from three yards. 
Despite loud appeals from 
the Saints contingent, veteran 
feferee John Mackie saw no 
infringement and allowed the 
goal to stand. �e collision 
with Appere le� Douglas un-
able to continue and he was 
replaced between the posts by 
Cameron MacMillan.

�e second half was barely 
two minutes old when player 
of the tournament Jordan 
Critchley netted a sensational 
second goal for the Terrors. 
Saints conceded possession 
cheaply midway inside their 
own half and despite several 
attempts failed to fully clear 
their lines on the edge of the 
box. �e ball fell to Critchley 
wide on the right and 22  
yards from goal. �e young-
ster arrowed an unstoppable 
strike into the far top corner 
giving Cameron MacMillan 
no chance.

Saints kept plugging away 
but were unable to put United 
keeper Fraser Currid under 
any real pressure and Craig 
Easton’s young charges com-
fortably saw out the remain-
der of the match to seal their 
second consecutive two nil 
victory and further cement 
their position as tournament 
favourites.

St Johnstone 0
Dundee United 1
�e Tayside derby, St 
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Tangerine Terrors triumph in Oban

Keith Millar, left, has decided to hang up his boots after 25 years playing with 
Oban Saints during which he won amateur international honours representing 
Scotland. Alex Craik, right, has decided to step down as � rst team manager after 
three successful years in charge during which the club won the Jimmy Marshall 
Cup and reached two Scottish Amateur Cup semi-� nals and a quarter � nal. Both 
were presented with a special Shona Dunn-designed plaque and a bottle of their 
favourite tipple. 

The Oban Saints squad.   

Player of the Tournament 
was Dundee United’s 
Jordan Critchley.
Photograph: Graeme Webster.

Action from the St Johnstone v Dundee United match. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Paul Carmichael heads over the bar during the game against St Anthony’s. 

Johnstone versus Dundee 
United, was next up at 
Moss� eld and it kept the large 
crowd of locals and visitors 
entertained. � e Perth Saints 
were desperately unlucky not 
to get at least one point from 
a match which they largely 
dominated however it was the 
goalkeepers who would prove 
to be the key � gures. United 
keeper and skipper Josh 
Donaldson produced three 
sensational saves to deny St 
Johnstone, while at the other 
end an unfortunate fumble 
from opposite number Jack 
Wills allowed a looping 
header from United central 
defender Scott Reekie to 
sneak into the back of the net 
and steal the points. 

Hamilton Academical 3
Oban Saints 0
� e � nal � xture at Moss� eld 
saw the hosts take on the 
deposed champions for the 
runners-up spot with Accies 
running out comfortable 
winners against the tiring 
Saints. 

With their pre-season 
preparations still in the early 
stages, 160 minutes of foot-
ball in such hot conditions 
was a little too much for joint 
managers Donald Campbell 
and Willie Gemmell and 
their players.

Retiring ga� er Alex Craik 
was handed the captain’s 
armband for what may be his 
last appearance in a Saints 
shirt however, despite his 
advancing years, Alex looked 

as � t as any of the players 
around him.

A� er some early promise 
when Keir MacLean blazed 
over a Dougal Graham 
cut-back, Saints soon found 
themselves on the back foot. 
� e Saints defence could only 
partially clear a thirteenth 
minute corner from the le�  
and failed to deal with a ball 
lobbed into the box for Jack 
Breen. As Saints appealed in 
vain for an o� side decision 
from referee Pat O’Donnell, 
Breen retained his compo-
sure to steer the ball past 
Graham Douglas and open 
the scoring.

Douglas made an excellent 
save with his legs on the 
stroke of half-time, however, 
he was powerless to prevent 
Accies doubling their lead 
midway through the second 
period. Saints were guilty of 
over elaborating at the back 
and lost possession inside 
their own box. � e ball was 
quickly worked across to 
Charlie Reilly who had an 
easy task to slot home from 
eight yards.

� ere was no way back now 
for Saints and a penalty kick, 
awarded for a foul by Scott 
Maitland, sealed their fate 
in the thirty fourth minute. 
Niyah Joseph sent Graham 
Douglas the wrong way from 
the spot to con� rm Accies as 
tournament runners-up.

Tournament organiser 
David Buchanan thanked 
the visiting teams for their 
continued support of the 
tournament and congratulat-
ed winners Dundee United 
and player of the tournament 
Jordan Critchley on their 
success. 

David also thanked the 
spectators, many of whom 
had travelled considerable 
distances to be there; the 

Argyll and Bute Council 
grounds sta�  who had pre-
pared the two pitches well 
in testing circumstances; 
and match o�  cials Donnie 
Brooks Jimmy Litster, John 
Mackie, Archie Mitchell 
and Pat O’Donnell without 
whom the event couldn’t 
take place. David then called 
on Councillor Jim Lynch to 
present the winning team 
with their individual trophies 
and the winning captain Josh 
Donaldson with the D&K 
La� erty Cup.
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Kilmallie shock Kyles in 
the Camanachd Cup

Kilmallie’s Michael Rodger is closed down by Kyles Athletic’s Neil 
MacVicar during last Saturday’s Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
quarter-� nal. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Kilmallie join Kingussie, Lovat and 
either Kinlochshiel or Newtonmore 
in the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup semi-� nals, Newtonmore go top 
of the Marine Harvest Premiership 
on goal di� erence and the Kingussie 
and Newtonmore second teams will 
meet in the Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup Final following the 
shinty action on Saturday July 7. 

Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup 
quarter-� nals
Kilmallie 2
Kyles Athletic 1
Kilmallie pulled o�  the shock of the 
Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
quarter-� nals when they beat Kyles 
Athletic 2-1 at a baking hot Canal 
Parks.

Kilmallie, playing in their change 
white tops, got o�  to a great start 
with Calum MacDougall giving 
them the lead on three minutes. � e 
ball was played by Jordan MacPhee 
on the le�  wing to Liam MacDonald 
who shrugged o�  Donald Irvine 
before hitting a speculative lob into 
the ‘D’. 

Kyles didn’t deal with the danger 
and MacDougall was quickly in to 
turn the ball home. 

Kilmallie almost added a second 
when Michael Rodger got past his 
marker and set up Liam MacDonald, 
but his 20-yard shot went narrowly 
past the keeper’s le�  post. 

Michael Rodger again hit a good 
ball through to Daniel Stewart but 
he didn’t catch the ball as he’d have 
liked and it went wide of target. 

Calum MacDougall was showing 
from early on he would be a handful 
and, on 23 minutes, he ran from 30 
yards on the Kilmallie le� , going 
past two defenders, but his shot from 
10 yards hit the side-netting.

It was 27 minutes into the game be-
fore Kyles threatened the Kilmallie 
goal. 

A good ball from Grant Irvine into 
the heart of the Kilmallie defence 
wasn’t cleared and found its way 
through to Scott MacDonald on the 
right and his shot went narrowly by 
the keeper’s right post. 

Kilmallie doubled their lead on 40 
minutes. Robbie MacFadyen sent a 
good clearance out of defence which 
found Liam MacDonald on the 
right. MacDonald turned Donald 
Irvine before sending a 30-yard shot 
screaming goalwards. � e ball took 
a de� ection o�  � omas Whyte, tak-
ing it past his brother John Whyte in 
the Kyles goal. 

Kilmallie almost added a third 
when Michael Rodger turned Neil 
MacVicar and picked out Calum 
MacDougall 15 yards out who  rock-
eted the ball goalwards, but John 
Whyte made a miraculous save.  

Kyles went close on 53 minutes 
when Innes MacDonald sent in 
a long, looping ball from the le� . 
� e ball came to Colin MacDonald 
around 20 yards from goal and his 
goal-bound shot was de� ected away 
for a corner by veteran Kilmallie full 
back Iain Robertson.   

Michael Rodger and Neil 
MacVicar were having a good battle 
and, on 67 minutes, Rodger took the 
ball down and turned MacVicar and 
made for goal. However MacVicar 
chopped him down and was booked 
for a reckless swing by referee John 
Angus Gillies. 

Kyles Athletic pulled a goal 
back 15 minutes from time when 
Grant Irvine found space and 
sent an inch-perfect pass to Sandy 
MacKenzie who unleashed a great 
shot from 15 yards out on the le�  
with the ball nestling inside the 
keeper’s right post. 

� e � nal 15 minutes was very tense 
and it took a good Kevin Toye save 
to deny Grant Irvine late in the tie. 

Over the 90 minutes, Kilmallie 
deserved to go through to the 
semi-� nals and they displayed de-
termination and dominance in most 
areas of the � eld. 

Speaking a� er the match, Kilmallie 
manager Mark MacPherson said: 
‘We are in a good place just now 
and no team should under estimate 
Kilmallie, especially at � e Canal 
Parks. 

‘� e game wasn’t pretty at times 
but our recent games against Kyles 
have been close so I knew we had a 
chance. I asked the players to play 
the old Kilmallie way and get in their 
faces to make it as uncomfortable for 
Kyles as possible.

‘Our forwards always looked as if 
they could do something and the de-
fence was terri� c. Jordan MacPhee 
and Stephen Mcalister were great in 
mid� eld with Liam Cameron.’ 

� e big games keep coming for the 
Marine Harvest National Division 
league leaders and Kilmallie have 
a Balliemore Cup Final against 
Glasgow Mid Argyll at An Aird 
this Saturday. Mark MacPherson  
added: ‘We’ll have players back so 
this will be the � rst time in a long 
time I’ve had a full squad to pick 
from so I have decisions to make as 
Saturday’s performance has put the 
cat amongst the pigeons. GMA are 
a good side so it’s important we get 
our best team on the park.’ 

Bute 0
Lovat 7
Lovat earned a place in Monday’s 
Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
semi-� nal draw a� er they beat Bute 
7-0 at � e Meadows.

� ere was a minute’s silence ahead 
of throw-up as the island of Bute 
tried to come to terms with the 
tragic loss of six-year-old Alesha 
MacPhail. 

� is tie was always going to be a 
test for Bute who play two divisions 
below in South 1. 

Lovat’s Greg Matheson broke the 
deadlock on seven minutes when he 
was � rst to a re-bound o�  the keeper 
and slipped the ball into the bottom 
corner of the net. 

Graeme MacMillan added a 
second on 14 minutes with a good 
forehand strike into the top corner 
of the goal from 15 yards. 

Marc MacLachlan made it 3-0 a 
minute later when he beat a couple 
of defenders before rolling the ball 
past the onrushing goalkeeper. 

Greg Matheson got his second 
from the penalty spot on the half 
hour mark. Bailey MacKay had 
made a great run from wing centre 
and, as he was about to shoot from 
inside the D, he was wiped out and 
referee David Mitchell pointed to 
the spot. Matheson sent the spot-hit 
into the top le�  corner of the net. 

Marc MacLachlan got his second 
� ve minutes before the interval 
when his shot from the right de� ect-
ed o�  the full back with the keeper 
going the other way. 

Marc MacLachlan completed his 
hat-trick on 85 minutes when he got 
clear of the full back to go one-on-
one with the keeper and played a low 
shot into the net. 

MacLachlan notched his fourth a 
minute later. Bute were penalised for 
a handball and Greg Matheson was 
alert, taking a quick free-hit before 
the Bute defence had the chance to 
re-group. Matheson played the free 
hit to MacLachlan in acres of space 
and produced a nice � rst-time � nish 
across the goalkeeper into the far 
corner of the goal to make it 7-0.

Fort William 0
Kingussie 3
Kingussie also reached the last four, 
beating Fort William 3-0 at An Aird.

� ere were just three � rst half min-
utes remaining when Kingussie’s 
Fraser Munro sent a re-bound past 
the keeper following Lee Bain’s ini-
tial shot. � is all came a� er a good 
run from Roddy Young who got past 
his marker before slipping the ball to 
Bain for his strike at goal which the 
keeper saved. 

Ruaridh Anderson made it 2-0 
10 minutes into the second half. 
Anderson took the ball past his 
marker and ran towards goal before 
playing a one-two with full forward 
James Hutchison then striking the 
ball over the keeper’s head from just 
outside the box. 

Ruaridh Anderson got his second 
and Kingussie’s third in the � nal 
minute. James Falconer battled for 
possession and the ball fell for 
Anderson around the penalty area 
and he hit a low shot which went in 
o�  the post. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Newtonmore 7
Lochaber 2
� e match between Newtonmore 
and Lochaber at � e Eilan was 
brought forward to Friday July 6 at 
Lochaber’s request.

Newtonmore ran out 7-2 winners 
in this 7pm throw-up and the win 
takes them to top of the Marine 
Harvest Premiership on goal 
di� erence.    

A ferocious Neil Stewart back-
hand e� ort was saved with his 
chest by Lochaber keeper Alistair 
MacDonald on four minutes. 

Newtonmore broke forward to 
score the game’s opening goal on 
18 minutes. A good passing move 
stretched the Lochaber defence 

as Evan Menzies found Glen 
MacKintosh who played the ball 
wide to Michael Russell on the le� . 
MacKintosh continued his run 
forward and allowed Russell’s low 
return ball to run across him before 
driving it across keeper Alistair 
MacDonald into the far corner of 
the net, beating the goalie on his 
right side.  

Goalie MacDonald saved well with 
his stick from Jamie Robinson on 25 
minutes. 

� e hosts added a second on 31 
minutes. Lochaber defender James 
MacRae missed a Neil Stewart ball 
from the right and Evan Menzies 
forced his way in past the keeper to 
score.

Lochaber pulled a goal back on 61 
minutes. � e home defence strug-
gled to clear a long ball forward from 
Martin Johnstone and when keeper 
Kenny Ross tried to clear from the 
le�  of the ‘D’, the ball came o�  Rory 
Kennedy’s legs and spun across goal 
where Stuart Callison knocked it 
into the unguarded goal.

Newtonmore weren’t going to 
let this one slip though and Ewen 
Fraser made it 3-1 eight minutes 
later. A shy from the Newtonmore 
right came into the danger area. 
Keeper MacDonald tried to clear 
the ball but Glen MacKintosh, on 
the Newtonmore le� , got in his way 
and the ball de� ected across goal for 
Fraser to net from close range. 

Straight from the re-start, Drew 
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup

MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results

Fixtures

Continued on page 62

Wednesday July 4
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Beauly 7 v 0 Inverness

Friday July 6
Newtonmore 7 v 2 Lochaber 

Saturday July 7
Tulloch Homes
Camanachd Cup third round
Bute 0 v 7 Lovat  
Fort William 0 v 3 Kingussie  
Kilmallie 2 v 1 Kyles Athletic

Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup semi-� nals
Newtonmore 5 v 1 Fort William
Kingussie 4 v 1 Skye  

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart 2 v 4 Caberfeidh
Skye 1 v 2 Oban Camanachd

Marine Harvest
National Division
Inveraray 6 v 3 Oban Celtic 
Strathglass 2 v 0 Beauly   

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Aberdeen Uni 2 v 2 Kinlochshiel

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray  P v P Tayforth
Tayforth unable to � eld a team
Kyles Athletic 5 v 1 Ballachulish
Lochside Rovers 4 v 2 Col Glen
Taynuilt P v P Kilmory
Kilmory unable to � eld a team

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lovat 4 v 0 Boleskine  
Inverness 1 v 1 Strathspey   
Lewis 5 v 1 Kilmallie
Lochcarron 1 v 2 Caberfeidh 
Strathglass 2 v 0 Beauly 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Glenorchy 5 v 1 Aberdour  
Glasgow Mid Argyll P v  P Bute
Tie to be re-scheduled
Strachur 2 v 1 Oban Celtic

Wednesday July 13
South Division One
Lochside v Taynuilt  - 7pm  

Saturday July 14
Camanachd Cup - third round 
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore 

Balliemore Cup Final
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Kilmallie
at An Aird  

Premiership 
Glenurquhart v Kingussie
Kyles Athletic v Caberfeidh 
Skye v Lochaber
Lovat v Oban Camanachd  

National Division
Inverness v Beauly 

North Division One
Aberdeen Uni v Newtonmore
Glengarry v Kingussie

South Division One
Col Glen  v Tayforth
Kilmory v Inveraray
Ballachulish v Kyles Athletic
Bute v Aberdour - 3pm 

North Division Two
Beauly v Lovat
Boleskine v Inverness 
Lewis v Strathglass
Lochcarron v Lochaber
Caberfeidh v Strathspey

South Division Two
Bute v Strachur - Noon 

Throw-ups 2.30pm unless stated.

MacDonald played a ball from mid-
� eld down the Newtonmore right. 
Evan Menzies showed more desire 
to get to the ball and crossed for 
Jamie Robinson who was running 
in at the back post and he lo� ed the 
ball home to make it 4-1 with 70 
minutes played. 

Shaun Nicolson was playing well 
at full centre for Lochaber but 
Newtonmore took a grip of the 
wing centre positions with Jamie 
Robinson, David MacLean and his 
replacement Drew MacDonald, 
playing very well. 

Newtonmore added another on 
76 minutes. Jamie Robinson sent 
in a shy from the le�  and Glen 
MacKintosh gathered the ball before 
Michael Russell took over and � red 
home from wide on the right.

Evan Menzies got his second a 
couple of minutes later. Menzies ran 
onto a short Jamie Robinson corner 
from the le�  and turned quickly be-
fore sending a powerful shot across 
the keeper. 

Lochaber pulled another goal back 
when a ball was de� ected into Stuart 
Callison’s path and he made it 6-2 
from the edge of the ‘D’ with 11 
minutes remaining.

Glen MacKintosh got his second 
in the � nal minute. � e Lochaber 
defence failed to clear MacKintosh’s 
ball from the le�  and when the ball 
came back out to the Scotland for-
ward, he drove it across the keeper 
to make it 7-2. 

Skye Camanachd 1
Oban Camanachd 2
Oban Camanachd followed up 
the previous week’s Scottish Sea 
Farms Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
win with a hard-fought 2-1 victory 

over Skye Camanachd at Pairc nan 
Laoch.

Skye manager John MacLeod made 
just one change to the side which 
drew with Kinlochshiel a fortnight 
earlier as Will Cowie took over from 
the holidaying Iain MacLellan in at-
tack. Kenny Campbell was also back, 
but started on the bench with Allan 
MacLeod. Iain Nicolson remained 
out, joining Steven Morrison, Ally 
MacDonald and Iain Murray on the 
absent list.

Oban Camanachd manager Ian 
Hay was without Andrew MacCuish, 
Aidan MacIntyre, Malcolm Clark 
and Daniel MacVicar who all start-
ed the Celtic Society Final. Daniel 
MacCuish, Matt Rippon, Keith 
MacMillan and Craig MacDougall, 
who were all on the bench the pre-
vious week, were also missing. Evan 
MacLellan and Lewis Buchanan 
were in the starting line-up with 
Stephen Sloss an unused substitute. 

Oban started well and Willie 
Neilson, who was very lively in at-
tack during the � rst 45 minutes, saw 
a shot saved with his legs by Skye 
keeper Iain Macleod. 

Skye came more into it and Oban 
goalie Cameron Sutherland also 
made a save with his legs to deny 
Ruaraidh MacLeod. 

Oban Camanachd took the lead on 
32 minutes. � e Skye defence failed 
to clear a ball on the Oban le�  and 
Daniel Cameron showed persistence 
to score. 

� e visitors doubled their ad-
vantage three minutes later. Lewis 
Buchanan ran deep from his full 
forward position and his turn and 
shot from 30 yards was saved by Iain 
MacLeod but the ball bounced on 
the hard surface and Willie Neilson 

was quickly in to lo�  the re-bound 
into the roof of the net. 

Cameron Sutherland made a great 
save with his right foot to keep out a 
Ruaraidh MacLeod e� ort just before 
the break. Oban Camanachd knew 
a third goal would see Skye o�  but 
it was the islanders who halved the 
de� cit 20 seconds into the second 
half when Ruaraidh Macleod’s back-
hand strike beat the keeper on his 
le�  side. 

Skye went for a leveller and a quick 
free-hit was played to Ruaraidh 
MacLeod on 53 minutes, but keeper 
Sutherland made a great save with 
his feet and Will Cowie sent the 
re-bound over the top from a tight 
angle. 

With 15 minutes remaining, 
Ruaraidh MacLeod darted in from 
the le�  to get on a Martin Pringle 
pass. MacLeod did well to take the 
ball wide of the keeper but steered 
it just the wrong side of the goalie’s 
right post from a tight angle. Skye 
claimed for a penalty a couple 
of minutes later when Chrissy 
MacMillan did well, using his feet to 
keep out a Ruaraidh MacLeod e� ort 
on the goal line but referee Calum 
Girvan waved away their claims 
a� er consulting with the goal judge.

Lewis Buchanan played a one-two 
with Oban Camanachd substitute 
Ross Campbell moments later but 
Buchanan’s shot went narrowly by 
the keeper’s right post.

Oban Camanachd, with Scott 
MacMillan working tirelessly at full 
centre, brought Daniel Cameron 
back into defence to protect their 
lead for the � nal 10 minutes, with 
Chrissy MacMillan going forward.   

Oban Camanachd saw out the 
remaining stages and, in what was a 
classic game of two halves, they did 
just enough to win the game. 

Speaking straight a� er the � nal 
whistle, Oban Camanachd manager 
Ian Hay was happy with the win. ‘I 
thought we had the better of the � rst 
half and we got our two goals. But 
to be fair to Skye, they scored early 
in the second half and we were up 
against it for the whole of the second 
half but well done to the boys for 
digging in and holding on.

‘We were without ten senior 
players from last week but the boys 
who came in from Lochside did 
well and will be looking for more 
appearances.

‘We have two big games coming 
up against Lovat in the league and 
Kyles in the Macaulay. We’ll have 
plenty boys pushing for places and 
want to keep this good form going.’

Skye manager John MacLeod said: 
‘We pressed them hard in the second 
half but were unable to get the goal 
that would have given us a point. I’m 
pleased enough though as I thought 
we played well with our youngsters 
looking good again.’

Glenurquhart 2 
Caberfeidh 4
An impressive � rst half display 
gave Caberfeidh a 4-2 win over 
Glenurquhart at Blairbeg 

Caberfeidh took the lead with a 
great goal on 11 minutes. A quick 

free-hit found Kevin Bartlett in 
space on the le�  and he had time 
to stop the ball and look up before 
blasting goalwards from a very tight 
angle. Keeper Stuart MacKintosh 
got his stick to the ball but such was 
the force of the shot that the ball 
de� ected into the roof of the net. 

Liam Symonds made it 2-0 on 17 
minutes when he got onto a ball 
from the le�  and his shot from the 
right of the penalty spot skidded 
o�  the surface, going through the 
keeper’s legs. 

Glenurquhart brought James 
MacPherson on for Finlay Robertson 
a couple of minutes later. 

Fraser Heath opened 
Glenurquhart’s account with a shot 
from the right on 26 minutes but 
Caberfeidh went on to score twice 
more before the break.

Glenurquhart’s Lachie Smith was 
penalised for a kick on 31 minutes 
when the ball came o�  his leg. 
� e free hit was played out to the 

wing before it came back to Craig 
Morrison who sent a � erce shot past 
an unsighted keeper from around 
the penalty spot to make it 3-1. 

� ere was good movement in the 
Caberfeidh forward line and Colin 
MacLennan made it 4-1 on 38 
minutes. Kevin Bartlett created the 
goal as he juggled the ball forward as 
he cut into the danger area. Bartlett 
continued to show great skill as he 
� icked the ball over his shoulder to 
Colin MacLennan who scored on his 
back-hand from outside the ‘D’.  

Caberfeidh brought Calum Mac-
Kinnon on for an injured Scott 
MacPhail. 

� e pace of the game dropped in 
the second half with the heat per-
haps taking its toll. 

Connor Golabek was unlucky not 
to score when he � icked a ball past 
the keeper but it took an awkward 
bounce and ran away from him. 

Camanachd Cup semi-� nal draw
The draw for the semi-� nals of the 2018 Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup took place at Drummond Hill Estate, Inverness, on Monday July 
9. Tulloch Homes is in its second year of sponsoring shinty’s biggest 
prize and its chief executive George Fraser joined Camanachd 
Association president Keith Loades and award winning Scottish 
singer Julie Fowlis to make the draw.

Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup semi-� nal draw
Kinlochshiel/Newtonmore v Kilmallie
Lovat v Kingussie
The semi-� nal ties are scheduled for Saturday July 28 and a 

fortnight later on Saturday August 11. Both ties will be broadcast 
live on BBC ALBA with the venues yet to be decided. The � nal will be 
played at Moss� eld Park, Oban, on Saturday September 15.

Left to right: Camanachd Association president Keith Loades, 
singer Julie Fowlis and Tulloch Homes chief executive George 
Fraser at the semi-� nal draw on Monday.
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Fort William’s Ruaraidh Shaw closes in on Kingussie’s Ryan MacWilliam 
during last Saturday’s Camanachd Cup quarter-� nal.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson alba.photos

Stuart MacKintosh saved well 
from Colin MacLennan before 
Fraser Heath got his second with 
three minutes remaining, his low 
bouncing shot going in o�  the out-
side of keeper Ewen Pilcher’s right 
leg. Connor Golabek was best for 
Glenurquhart with Kevin Bartlett 
very e� ective for Caberfeidh. Jamie 
Matheson worked hard on his re-
turn to the Caberfeidh attack whilst 
Jack Picher, an excellent blocker, and 
full back Blair Morrison, also caught 
the eye.  

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Inveraray 6 
Oban Celtic 3
Inveraray go third in the league a� er 
they beat Oban Celtic 6-3 at � e 
Winterton.

Allan MacDonald, a Fraser Watt  
hat-trick, young Ruaraidh Graham 
and Craig Taylor all counted for 
Inveraray. Connor Howe and Ross 
MacMillan twice replied for Oban 
Celtic who turned in a poor perfor-
mance overall. 

It is going to be a busy week 
for Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon who has arranged a 
friendly match for the South U21 
squad against Oban Camanachd at 
Taynuilt Playing Field on Tuesday 
July 10 and he begins to cut the squad 
down prior to the Caol Cup clash 
against the North U21 on Saturday 
September 1. � ere will be another 
friendly match in mid-August.  

Strathglass 2
Beauly 0
Strathglass made it seven from the 
last eight league points a� er beating 
Beauly 2-0 at Cannich.

� is was a good performance from 
the hosts in the scorching heat and 
they deserved the win.

Strathglass always looked danger-
ous up front. Seventeen-year-old 
Colin Birnie opened the scoring on 
25 minutes with a 35-yard drive from 
close to the touchline which � ew 
high into net. Ally MacAdams add-
ed a second on 31 minutes with a 20-
yard piledriver, giving Josh Grant in 
Beauly goal no chance.  Josh Fraser, 
Donald Fraser, George Phimister 
and Jono Price were superb in the 
Strathglass defence, keeping Beauly 
danger men Jack MacDonald and 
Sean Stewart well shackled. Adam 
Todd in the Strathglass goal had 
very few saves to make. � is was a 
� nal home match of the season for 
Strathglass, with their remaining 
� xtures on the road against Glasgow 
Mid Argyll, Inveraray, Oban Celtic 
and Fort William.

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup    
semi-� nals
Kingussie 4 
Skye Camanachd 1
� e Kingussie reserves beat the Skye 
Camanachd reserves 4-1 at Castle 

Leod.
Skye came close to taking an early 

lead, before Ryan Borthwick got the 
opener for Kingussie on 11 minutes. 

Skye’s Sam MacPhee sent a shot 
inches over the top from a Ross 
Gordon cut-back before Gordon 
later hit the side-netting.

Russell Menzies scored a crucial 
second Kingussie goal on the stroke 
of half-time which was a blow to 
Skye’s chances. Ryan Borthwick 
struck a terri� c second goal past 
a helpless Ryan Morrison on 51 
minutes.

Angie MacDonald gave Skye a 
glimmer of hope when he pulled 
a goal back on 58 minutes and, a 
minute later, Ross Gordon looked 
destined to score but his e� ort went 
wide. Kingussie full forward Ryan 
Borthwick completed his hat-trick 
on 79 minutes to seal a � nal spot. 

Kingussie’s Rory Fraser ran the 
show in the middle of the park, 
with Borthwick’s treble making the 
di� erence as Kingussie took their 
chances where Skye failed to take 
their opportunities.   

Newtonmore 5
Fort William 1
� e Newtonmore reserves came 
from a goal down to beat the Fort 
William reserves 5-1 in their 
semi-� nal at Spean Bridge.

Newtonmore went into the match 
three players short so manager 
Orsten Gardiner and his assistant 
Mark MacDonald were substitutes, 
pushing the average age of the squad 
from 18 to 21 years. 

Fort William went in front on 
eight  minutes with Mark Fraser 
scoring. � e goal came from a 
corner which was missed by three 
Newtonmore defenders but Fraser 
made no mistake. 

Newtonmore, with wind advan-
tage, created a number of chances 
and levelled courtesy of a Craig 

MacLeod rocket-shot on 18 minutes.
Paul MacArthur added two more 

with composed � nishes on 27 and 
40 minutes to make it 3-1.

With the game � nally poised, 
Newtonmore keeper Calum Grover 
made a superb save, tipping a de-
� ected shot over the bar. � e save 
came a minute before the break and 
was a big moment in the tie with 
half-time fast approaching. Fort 
William, with Mark Fraser looking 
dangerous, had the wind advantage 
in the second half but as they at-
tacked, Newtonmore relied on Iain 
Richardson’s big hitting and Stuart 
Mitchell’s outstanding defending 
to clear everything that went past 
the centreline. Owen Fraser was 
winning everything in the middle of 
the pitch and, with Tommy Stewart 
and Duncan Gorman doing well on 
either side, Newtonmore took con-
trol of the game. Calum Stewart had 
seen a number of shots saved but he 
blasted the ball home to make it 4-1 
on 58 minutes, giving Newtonmore 
a cushion. 

Somhairle � omson added a � � h 
on 77 minutes, although the ball 
appeared to go into the net o�  a 
Fort William player. � e game was 
played in hot conditions and referee 
Des McNulty pretty much kept a lid 
on proceedings, but it got a bit tousy 
at times. 

� e win sets up a Badenoch reserve 
team derby as Newtonmore and 
Kingussie meet in the � nal.

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Aberdeen University 2 
Kinlochshiel 2
Aberdeen University came from 
two goals down to draw 2-2 with 
the Kinlochshiel second team in 
their 2pm throw-up at a very hot 
Balgownie.

Kinlochshiel, playing with the 
wind, had much of the early play 
before Shaun Peterkin scored on 21 
minutes to give them the lead. 

� e visitors hit the post before 
Fraser Reid closed down the keeper 
as he tried to clear to add a second 
on the stroke of half-time. 

� e students had the elements 
in the second half and were on top 
when Donnie MacRae grabbed a 
goal on the hour to make it 2-1.

Ross MacMillan had a � ne game 
at the back for Kinlochshiel as they 
soaked up Aberdeen pressure.

Kinlochshiel also had chances to 
put the outcome beyond doubt, but 
it remained 2-1 until a minute from 
time when Alex Duncan equalised 
for the Aberdeen side. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers 4 
Col Glen 2
Lochside Rovers surrendered a two 
goal lead before � nally seeing o�  Col 
Glen 4-2 at Moss� eld.

Aidan MacIntyre and Daniel 
MacCuish were both unable to 
travel to Portree with the Oban 
Camanachd squad so they turned 
out for Lochside, as did Keith 
MacMillan who arrived from work 
early in the match. 

Col Glen created the game’s � rst 
real chance on three minutes as 
Jamie MacVicar ran to the near post 
to get onto a ball from the right, but 
his strike hit the side-netting.

Ronnie MacVicar in the Col Glen 
goal then saved well from Aidan 
MacIntyre’s low 20-yard shot and 
Lennon Campbell pushed the re-
bound wide. 

Lochside went in front on 31 min-
utes. � e ball was played forward to 
Aidan MacIntyre with his back to 
goal. MacIntyre sent a neat reverse 
� ick to Daniel MacCuish who � red a 
18-yard shot low into the net. 

Aidan MacIntyre turned scorer a 
couple of minutes later. MacIntyre 
forged a strong run forward, holding 
o�  a couple of challenges, and with 
referee John Matheson playing ad-
vantage, he drew keeper MacVicar 
before slipping the ball come. 

With � ve � rst half minutes re-
maining, a strong Daniel MacCuish 
run ended when he was impeded 
inside the ‘D’. 

� e referee pointed to the penalty 
spot and although Daniel MacCuish 
struck the ball well enough, it went 
straight down the middle and was 
saved with his stick by Ronnie 
MacVicar.

From looking in control, Lochside 
lost two goals in three minutes with 
Sandy Paterson on the hour mark 
and Ewan Kennedy three minutes 
later punishing the Oban side for 
not clearing their lines. Keeper 
Dougie MacDonald had no chance 
with either strike.

Lennon Campbell put Lochside 
back in front on 76 minutes when 
he was quickest to react in front of 
goal, set up by Michael MacQueen 
who had by this time been pushed 
forward. MacQueen was again the 

provider as Aidan MacIntyre got his 
second from close in on 83 minutes.  
Keeper Dougie MacDonald, Scott 
Robertson on the wing and Keith 
Burnett all did well for Gareth 
Evan’s side which has a run of home 
games to come.

Lochside will play a league match 
against Taynuilt at Moss� eld on 
Friday July 13. � row-up is at 7.15pm 
with the match brought forward at 
Taynuilt’s request.    

Kyles Athletic 5 
Ballachulish 1
� e Kyles Athletic second team go 
three points clear at the top of the 
table, maintaining their title charge 
with a 5-1 win over Ballachulish at 
� e Dunoon Stadium.

Kyles were missing Innes 
MacDonald who was on � rst team 
duty, whilst Ballachulish were 
without Cain MacPhee following his 
sending o�  in the previous week’s 
defeat to Aberdour.

Two goals in two minutes gave 
Kyles an early cushion, with Jack 
Whyte on 11 minutes and Ewen 
Mitchell a minute later making it 
2-0. 

Jack Whyte got his second on 24 
minutes to make it 3-0 at the break.

Brandon Wilson added a fourth 
four minutes into the second half. 

Donald Wilson pulled a goal 
back on 74 minutes, only for Ewen 
Mitchell to get his second a couple 
of minutes later to round o�  the 
5-1 win. Although Kyles have a 
three-point gap at the top, they still 
have di�  cult games to come against 
teams in the top part of the division.  

Inveraray P 
Tayforth P
� e noon throw-up between the 
Inveraray seconds and Tayforth at 
� e Winterton was postponed as 
Tayforth were unable to raise a team. 

Tayforth have been deducted 
two points and the match will be 
re-scheduled. 

Taynuilt P
Kilmory P
� e match between Taynuilt and 
Kilmory at Taynuilt Sports Field was 
also postponed.

Kilmory were unable to raise a 
team so will be deducted two points.
� e match will be re-scheduled. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Beauly 6
Inverness 0
� e Beauly and Inverness second 
teams met at Braeview Park in a 
re-arranged evening match on 
Wednesday July 4.

� e Beauly colts got o�  to a great 
start, with Danny Marshall giving 
them the lead a� er two minutes. 

Callum Flynn made it 2-0 on 15 
minutes before Beauly U17 player 
Euan MacCormick took centre 
stage. MacCormick grabbed a � rst 
half hat-trick with goals on 23, 25 
and 43 minutes to make it 5-0 at the 
break. Euan MacCormick took his 
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tally to four goals with a strike on 57 
minutes. Peter Dickson rounded o�  
the 6-0 win with a goal in the � nal 
minute. 
Lovat 4
Boleskine 0
� e Lovat seconds stay top of the 
division a� er beating Boleskine 4-0 
at Balgate. 
Raymond Rennie gave Lovat the 
lead on 13 minutes and he must be 
catching the eye of � rst team man-
ager Fraser Gallacher as he added a 
second on 27 minutes. 

Cameron MacMillan made it 3-0 
on the stroke of half-time. Raymond 
Rennie completed his hat-trick on 
75 minutes. 

Russell Ross made a return to 
refereeing to o�  ciate in the game.  

Lochcarron 1
Caberfeidh 2
� e Caberfeidh reserves came from 
a goal down to beat Lochcarron 2-1 
at Battery Park.

Peter MacKenzie gave Lochcarron 
the lead on 23 minutes. � e impres-
sive Liam Arnott broke forward 
and went through one-on-one with 
Caberfeidh keeper Iain McCall who 
saved well at the expense of a corner. 
� e resultant corner wasn’t cleared 
by the Caberfeidh defence and Peter 
MacKenzie took advantage to score. 

Caberfeidh lost full back Andrew 
MacMaster through a hamstring 
injury so Alan Ross went from full 
forward to defence as part of the 
resultant shake-up. 

Caberfeidh took time to re-adjust 
but Ruairidh MacLeman’s goal on 31 
minutes, following a quick passing 
move which cut open the home 
defence, made it 1-1 at half time.

� e hosts had the chance to go in 
front from the penalty spot follow-
ing an infringement inside the ‘D’. 
But substitute Kenny Murray, who 
had just come on and had yet to 
touch the ball, saw his spot-hit saved 
with his feet by keeper Iain McCall 
who then cleared the ball up-� eld. 

Caberfeidh substitute Kai 
Macaulay gathered possession be-
fore � nding David Mellis who sent 
a terri� c shot from distance into the 
top corner of the net to make it 2-1 
with 72 minutes played. 

In seconds, Caberfeidh had sur-
vived the threat of falling behind 
to grabbing what proved to be the 
winner.  

� e victory means Caberfeidh  
leap-frog Lochcarron into second 
place in the table on goal di� erence. 
� ey trail leaders Lovat by three 
points but have two games in hand 
on Lovat and Lochcarron.

� e match marked a welcome 
return to refereeing by former 
Camanachd Association director 
Callum Du� . 

Lewis Camanachd 5
Kilmallie 1
Lewis Camanachd were 5-1 winners 
against the Kilmallie second team at 
Shawbost.

Lewis Camanachd took the lead on 
eight minutes through Ally Lamont 
with the goal coming from a corner. 

Al Reed added a second on 32 
minutes, scoring straight from a shy. 

Scott MacLeod blasted home a 
great 30 yard drive a couple of min-
utes later to make it 3-0 at the break. 

Kilmallie started the second half 

well and Stuart Ross pulled a goal 
back on 63 minutes but there was to 
be no comeback. 

Donald Lamont restored the 
islanders’ three-goal cushion on 67 
minutes and, on 78 minutes, young 
Callum MacRitchie scored a superb 
� rst senior competitive goal to make 
it 5-1.

Strathglass 2
Beauly 0
� e Strathglass colts netted twice 
in the � rst half to beat the Beauly 
colts 2-0 in their noon throw-up at 
Cannich

Strathglass took a grip of the game, 
scoring twice in two minutes with 
Ruairidh Strachan netting on the 
half-hour mark and Eddie Noble 
making it 2-0 on 31 minutes. 

Inverness 1
Strathspey Camanachd 1
� e Inverness seconds and 
Strathspey Camanachd shared the 
points in a 1-1 draw at � e Bught 
Park outside pitch.

Rory MacLennan scored a � rst 
goal at this level for Inverness with 
Dane Taylor on target for Strathspey. 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Strachur 2 
Oban Celtic 1
Strachur top South 2 on goal di� er-
ence a� er they beat Oban Celtic 2-1 
at Strachurmore.

Strachur’s Iain Wilson missed out 
for passing through the suspension 
threshold but Oban Celtic’s Scott 
Mossman was free of his ban. 

Oban Celtic led 1-0 at the break 
courtesy of Calum MacLeod’s goal 
on 30 minutes. 

Iain MacLennan drew Strachur 
level on 65 minutes and Steven 
Wilson notched what proved to be 
the winner with 10 minutes remain-
ing. Oban Celtic’s Craig MacMillan 
faces a spell on the touchline 
a� er he was sent o�  by referee Deek 
Cameron. 

Glenorchy 5
Aberdour 1
Glenorchy climb to second following 
their 5-1 victory over the Aberdour 
reserves at Mart Park.

John Sartain scored the opener on 
30 minutes for the hosts with what 
was the only goal of the � rst half. 

Conor Sartain doubled their lead 
a minute into the second half and 
got his second and Glenorchy’s third 
on 58 minutes. Iain Livingstone on 
75 minutes and Ryan Barclay � ve 
minutes from time sealed the win. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Bute P
Glasgow Mid Argyll and Bute 
second teams agreed to re-schedule 
their match at Yoker.  

Ladies � nal live on TV
� e Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup 
Final between Badenoch Ladies and 
Skye Camanachd Ladies will be 
broadcast live on BBC ALBA.

� e � nal takes place at � e Dell 
on Saturday September 1. It will be 
preceded by the Marine Harvest 
Challenge Cup Final between 
Inverness and Glenurquhart. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty 
Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of 
the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£4600
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
D MacColl
MacKenzies Land, Inveraray
B Ramsay
Chalmers Court, Inveraray
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Camanachd Cup semi-� nal draw
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GOLF

Dundee United win
D & K Cup tournament

Winners of the 2018 D & K Cup Tournament - Dundee United. Tournament report and photographs: Derek Black.

MacIntyre
makes 
the cut in 
Prague
Oban golfer Robert 
MacIntyre � nished in joint 
21st place in the Prague Golf 
Challenge event last week at 
the Prague City Golf Club in 
the Czech Republic. 
 Robert carded scores of 
70, 67, 66 and 75 to � nish 10 
under par.
 The event was won by 
England’s Ben Stow with 
four rounds of 67, 69, 69, 65.  
 The tour moves on to the 
Italian Challenge at the 
Molas Resort Golf Club in 
Sardinia from July 12 to 15.

Robert MacIntyre.

Continued on pages
 58 and 59

Oban Saints got their prepa-
rations for the 2018 /19 season 
under way last Saturday with 
the 25th playing of their 
annual tournament kindly 
sponsored by D&K La� erty 
Contractors Ltd. 

Once again the tournament 
attracted top quality par-
ticipants: regulars Dundee 
United, St Johnstone and 
trophy holders Hamilton 
Academical who, together 
with hosts Oban Saints and 
tournament debutants St 
Anthony’s, entertained the 
large crowd of spectators to 
a feast of football in glorious 
weather at Moss� eld and 
Glencruitten.

Due mainly to their early in-
volvement in the SPFL League 
Cup, Dundee United and St 

Johnstone were represented 
by players from their former 
Under 20’s Development 
League teams who will now 
compete for places in the new-
style reserve league. Holders 
Hamilton Academical 
brought their all-conquering 
Scottish Football Association 
Elite Under 17 League squad 
who remained unbeaten 
throughout last season’s 
league title win. � e Accies 
youngsters’ success has been 
rewarded with a place in the 
prestigious 2018/19 UEFA 
Youth League where they 
will rub shoulders with con-
temporaries from Chelsea, 
Hertha BSC, Montpellier and 
Olympiakos in a bid to wres-
tle the trophy from current 
holders Barcelona.

Director of Accies Youth 
Academy George Cairns was 
understandably delighted 
to qualify for the UEFA 
Youth League and, in an 
interview with the Hamilton 
Academical website, said: ‘It’s 
a fantastic achievement and 
we’re really proud to be in-
volved in such an illustrious 
competition. You only have 
to look at some of the names 
we’ll be in the hat alongside to 
realise the magnitude of the 
achievement.’

Saints got in on the act by 
augmenting an experienced 
squad with the inclusion of 
youngsters Gavin Forgrieve, 
Keir MacLean and Cameron 
MacMillan who would all 
go on to acquit themselves 
well in considerably more 

experienced company. � e 
eleventh hour withdrawal of 
tournament regulars Alloa 
Athletic le�  event organiser 
David Buchanan with a major 
headache, therefore Oban 
Saints extend their grateful 
thanks to Govan based St 
Anthony’s of Scottish Junior 
Football Association West 
Region League Two who 
stepped in at extremely short 
notice.

Dundee United 2
Hamilton Academical 0 
Cup holders Hamilton 
Academical and three-time 
previous winners Dundee 
United got proceedings under 
way at Moss� eld. United, 
under new management 
team Craig Easton and Scott 

Robertson, settled quickest 
and drew � rst blood through 
Jordan Critchley whose  
impressive performances 
throughout the day would 
earn him the Player of the 
Tournament award. United 
added a second when winger 
Allasan Jones headed home 
a Louis Appere cross in the 
tenth minute which was 
enough to secure the points 
for the Arabs and set them on 
their way to a fourth tourna-
ment win.

St Johnstone 0
Oban Saints 1
Continuing the new man-
agement theme, Oban Saints 



Highland 
dancers 
celebrate 
success

Fort’s 
gone 
to the 
dogs

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND 
ROVER BLAIR CASTLE 

INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS 
WITH CAMPING FOR TWO 

ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE 
RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com 

t: 0800 280 2440 

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com
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WIN 
WEEKEND ENTRY TO LAND ROVER BLAIR CASTLE INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS WITH 
CAMPING FOR TWO ADULTS, DINNER IN THE CASTLE RESTAURANT AND TWO ANNUAL 

PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the first 
Blair Castle International Horse Trials held?

From 23 to 26 August Blair Castle will attract spectators and 
competitors with four days of top flight competition. 

The traditional last hurrah of the Scottish season since 
1989 makes use of the stunning natural terrain to pose 
a unique challenge to horse and rider. Whether you are 
seeking to cheer on a favourite rider as they vie for one of the 
eventing titles on offer, spend a relaxed afternoon perusing 
the tented shopping village and country fair, or watch the 
wide array of show jumping and showing classes, Land 
Rover Blair Castle International Horse Trials is sure to be an 
unforgettable four days for spectators of all ages.

Enjoy camping Friday and Saturday night, including a 
delicious dinner in Blair Castle on Saturday 26 August.

NB: Competition closes 31 July. Camping equipment will not be supplied. Prize is for two adults. There is no cash alternative.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A  LUXURY TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT CARRADALES INCLUDING DINNER, BED 

& BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Carradales was 
originally built as what?

Carradales is a traditionally built Victorian detached 
house, originally built as a Church of Scotland Manse 
in 1880. Completely refurbished, Carradales offers 
luxury guest house accommodation.

Guests can also enjoy the roaring fire from the 
Victorian fireplace in the beautiful lounge and log 
burner in the dining room. Meals are created by 
professional Chef, Steve and are made from locally 
sourced ingredients.

The guest house is perfect for exploring this 
stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula popular 
with walkers, nature lovers, cyclists, golfers, game 
shooting, water sports enthusiasts and those 
looking to relax and enjoy the breath-taking and 
tranquil scenery. 

Quite simply Carradales offer charm and 
hospitality with character, style and comfort to 
create a homely environment.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available in September, October and November 2018. Does not include alcohol. 
No cash alternative available. Transport not included.
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Youngsters add a splash of colour to Caol’s Room 13

Lilly Bloom, pictured here with her screen printing frames, is just one of the young artists who took part in 
Popuppossum #3 (from the youth speak: Pop-Up Awesome), held on Saturday in Room 13’s studio in Caol 
Community Centre. The work was created by the young artists during its summer school. For the full story and 
more photographs, turn to pages six and seven. Photograph: Alba.photos

DELICIOUS LOCHSIDE DINING
Delicious lunches &  
dinners, all served 

with a gorgeous 
view of Corran  

Narrows.( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | Open Wed - Mon, 11am - 10pm

FISH TEAS 
Every Friday  

until 5pm
£10.95pp

NEW
SUMMER 
MENUS

SUNDAY ROAST

2 Courses: £15.95pp

3 Courses: £18.95pp

� e renewable energy compa-
ny behind controversial plans 
for a cluster of hydro-power 
schemes on the remote Glen 
Dessary Estate in Lochaber 
has con� rmed it has scrapped 
its proposals.

Developer Innogy Renew-
ables UK Ltd told the 
Lochaber Times it had de-
cided not to proceed with the 
scheme on the 15,000-acre 
estate, which belongs to Sir 
Patrick Grant, and which lies 
30 miles west of Fort William, 
at the head of remote Loch 
Arkaig.

Reached by a 17-mile single-
track road along the side of 
Loch Arkaig, the estate is 
famous for its deer and boar 
stalking and � shing.

� e area around Loch 
Arkaig is home to black 
grouse, pine martens, red 
deer,  sea eagles, golden 
eagles, ospreys, red squirrels 
and wildcats.

� e application sites 
fall within the de� ned 
Kinlochhourn-Knoydart-

Morar Wild Land Area 
and the locally designated 
Strathconon, Monar and 
Mullardoch Special Land-
scape Area.

� e proposals proved less 
than popular with both local 
residents and conservation 
experts at Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH).

Innogy representatives were 
taken aback by the level of 
unhappiness from residents 
and councillors at a meeting 
in the autumn, called by 
Achnacarry Bunarkaig and 
Clunes Community Group.

Many present were clearly 
in favour of renewable ener-
gy, but were adamant it had 
to be done properly and was 
not a repeat of what they had 
experienced during the con-
struction of Swindon-based 
Innogy’s Cia-Aig scheme 
at the eastern end of Loch 
Arkaig which started gen-
erating power the previous 
year.

Some spoke of construction 
work throughout the night, 
with noise echoing up and 
down the glens; rubbish 

Renewable fi rm ditches 
Glen Dessary hydro plans

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page two
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Experiencing variety and 
contrast of people and place 
is a good way to build and 
maintain some degree of equi-
librium and perspective in the 
fast-moving and ever-chang-
ing world of today.

The past two weekends have 
very enjoyably provided a 
great experience of the famil-
iar and the new.

A couple of weeks ago, 
Andrew and I decided to head 
off somewhere on the St Olave 
for a few of days following the 
long complex road of selling 
the Ceilidh House. 

As with most complicated 
journeys, when it was fi nally 
concluded there was a great 
feeling of relief and we both 
thought we should celebrate.

If you are going to mark any 
occasion like that, it has to be 
done right away. If it is left 
even a few weeks, the essence 
of what you are celebrating 
is lost – new issues and ex-
citements will have arrived, 
the sense of relief will have 
disappeared and the feeling of 
celebration will be eclipsed by 
the return to normality.

We had talked about going 

to Barra in the days before, but 
a few of our usual partners in 
crime there were away, and be-
cause of the time leaving Oban 
it would be after midnight 
before we arrived – everyone 
would be in bed and important 
establishments shut.

However, as we neared the 
top of the Sound of Mull, the 
excitement of heading for 
Castlebay got the better of us, 
so to the north-west we sailed.

Thick fog came down about 
fi ve miles off Castlebay and 
it made the approach even 
more atmospheric than usual. 
The sight of Kisimul Castle 
appearing through a shroud 
of fog in the midsummer 
twilight evoked powerfully 
all the excitement and magical 
associations we have with this 
place and its people.

I can advise that if anyone 
has anything to celebrate, 
Barra is the place to do it.

We were tied up by midnight, 
then soon met by friends from 
Vatersay and the events of that 
night and the next day were the 
perfect combination of good 
fun, music and nonsense that 
we were hoping for.

Having a tune with Vatersay 
Boys box player Micheal DD 
is always a great experience 
and the raw musicality comes 
through in every note he plays. 
Another musical highlight 
was the singing of our friend 
Donald Frances MacNeil, also 
from Vatersay.

DF has probably the best un-
trained, natural singing voice 
I have heard. The looks on the 
faces of holidaymakers at the 
table next to us was a sight to 
behold when this very tough 
and hardy-looking fi sherman 
sat down beside us and began 
singing with a voice and ex-
pressive delivery of song that 
you would expect from a top 
professional performer.

Barra and Vatersay are not 
like any other islands, or indeed 
places I have been. There is 
a confi dence and strength of 
identity in the people and a 
refusal to adhere to outside con-
vention that is far more robust 
than in any other population.

We had plans to visit many 
more people than we managed, 
so we will need to return soon.

Adventures in Bordeaux to 
follow ...

Continued from page one
strewn along roadsides; 
speeding vehicles, and 
blocked and damaged roads.

Commenting on the 
proposals, SNH had felt the 
landscape impacts had the 
potential to raise issues of 
national signi� cance.

Even Innogy’s own UK 
hydro development and 
construction manager 
Mary Drury admitted at the 
Achnacarry meeting last year 
that digging trenches for the 
necessary pipes would be 
akin to carrying out ‘open 
heart surgery’ on some of 
Scotland’s most unspoiled 
landscape.

If the scheme had gone 
ahead it would have seen up 
to eight run-of-river hydro 
schemes generating a maxi-
mum 6.5MW of capacity.

As well as involving a new 
connection to export power 
to the National Grid, it would 
also have provided power to 
Glen Dessary Estate and end 
the estate’s reliance on diesel 
generators.

Innogy had got as far as 
submitting a written request 
to Highland Council seeking 
the latter’s opinion on what 

information needs to be pro-
vided in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) 
report required as part of any 
planning application.

Andrew Logie, Innogy’s hy-
dro development team, told 
us: ‘I can con� rm that Innogy 
no longer intends to progress 
the scheme.

‘� e results of the initial 
design study led us to the 
conclusion that there were 
a number of challenging 
aspects to the scheme, par-
ticularly given the timescales 
required under the feed-in 
tari� .’

Liam McLoone, chairman 
of Achnacarry Bunarkaig and 
Clunes Community Group, 
said local people would be 
relieved at the news.

‘I feel at this stage we are 
relieved that the project will 
not be going ahead; it would 
have been extremely rushed 
due to deadlines for the latest 
feed-in tari� ,’ he told us.

‘We can only hope now that 
if the proposal is raised again, 
there will be more time and 
consideration given towards 
the impacts on local commu-
nities and the environment 
that would be a� ected.’

Looking towards Glen Dessary Estate from the head of 
Loch Arkaig.

Renewable � rm ditches 
Glen Dessary hydro plans

Members of the Lochaber 
Schools Pipe Band have 
recently returned from a 
European musical tour that 
saw them play to crowds in 
Belgium and France.

� e 24-strong group of 
students and sta�  at Lochaber 
High School � rst performed 
in De Haan, Belgium, on July 
2 and then in the Jardin de 
Luxembourg in central Paris 
the next day.

� e band did manage to 
� nd enough time to unwind 
and enjoy the sights in Paris 
and Bruges as well as a day at 
Disneyland Paris.

� e pipe band is very 
grateful to the LMM Business 
Enterprise Trust for a dona-
tion of £2,000 and Liberty for 
a donation of £500. Without 
such � nancial assistance, 
it would be have been very 

hard to organise the trip and 
open up this opportunity to 
all who wished to take part. 
Members, friends and fam-
ily also helped raise money 

through bake sales and extra 
street parades.

� e band resumes its tra-
ditional High Street perfor-
mances on � ursday July 19.

Schools pipe 
band enjoys 
tour of Europe

All 22 members of Lochaber Schools Pipe Band played to 
crowds in Belgium and France. 
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Police in Lochaber are 
appealing for information 
following a serious sexual 
assault in Fort William.

� e incident happened 
between 1am and 1.30am 
on Sunday June 17 in the 
High Street area of the town, 
close to Middle Street. � e 
incident was reported to 
Police Scotland on June 28.

Extensive inquiries have 
been ongoing since and 
o�  cers are now appealing 
for information which could 
assist the investigation.

In particular, o�  cers are 
keen to speak to a man 
described as being around 
20 years old, about 5�  10in 
to 6�  tall, medium to 
well-built with a round face 
and blond/light brown hair 
cut short at the sides with a 
side parting.

On the night he was 
wearing a white T-shirt, open 
khaki jacket or long-sleeved 
shirt, black jeans and a  
chunky black watch. He is 
believed to have been in the 
company of three other men.

He spoke with a 
Glaswegian accent and spoke 

of being a college student in 
Glasgow.

Detective Inspector Donald 
Macdonald said: ‘While 
the victim in this case was 
physically uninjured, she 
has obviously been le�  very 
shaken and she is receiving 
support from specialist 
o�  cers.

‘I appreciate it is now sev-
eral weeks since this incident 
and I would like to reassure 
people that extensive police 
inquires have been ongoing 
to resolve this case, including 
thorough checks of CCTV 
footage.

‘We are now appealing to 
the public for help and would 
ask anyone who was on the 
High Street or in licensed 
premises in the area on the 
evening of Saturday June 
16 into the early hours of 
Sunday June 17 to get in 
touch.

Anyone with information 
can contact Police Scotland 
by calling 101, quoting 
incident NP2892/18. You 
can also call Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111 to pass 
information anonymously.

Police investigate 
sexual assault in Fort

A body recovered by moun-
tain rescuers in Glen Nevis is 
believed to be that of a man 
who has been missing since 
August last year.

Police Scotland con� rmed 
this week that a body had 
been recovered by o�  cers 
and mountain rescuers 
at Glen Nevis at 2pm on 
Saturday July 7. A recovery 
operation was launched a� er 
being alerted to the remains.

� e body is believed to be 
that of a missing man David 
Munro.

� e 74-year-old, who  usu-
ally wore green waterproof 
clothing and Wellington 
boots,  had lived in the glen 
for years, camping at various 

locations. Police launched an 
appeal last August to � nd Mr 
Munro a� er he had not been 
seen for a number weeks and 
was not in any of his usual 
camping spots.

Leader of the Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team John 
Stevenson explained that a 
rescuer had been conducting 
a routine search of an area 
where Mr Munro may have 
camped on Saturday and 
came across his tent.

‘� e body was found in an 
area where Mr Munro went 
missing. He lived in make-
shi�  camps up and down the 
glen and has been living there 
for decades.

‘� e rescuer thought he 

knew where his last camp 
was. He found the tent and 
then called the police.’

Inquiries are currently 
ongoing to formally identify 
the body.

Chief Inspector Alastair 
Garrow said: ‘� e body 
was recovered in a remote 
location and had clearly been 
there for some considerable 
time. We will obviously be 
considering all options in 
terms of longer term missing 
people who have sadly not 
been found yet.

‘� ese operations can be 
challenging and I would like 
to thank all those who as-
sisted in recovering the body 
sensitively and safely.’

Lochaber Health and Social 
Care Redesign will be hosting 
an event to summarise the 
progress in planning of a new 
£30million hospital to replace 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William at a site at Blar Mhor.

At the workshop event on 
� ursday August 9, members 
of the public, community rep-
resentatives and service users 
will be given the opportunity 

to join sta�  to help assess 
what is needed to replace the 
Belford and to take project to 
its next stage.

� e event will run from 
10am to 3pm at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William. � is 
is not a drop-in event.

Highland Council secured 
land in at Blar Mhor in 2015 
which has been made availa-
ble for a new hospital and it 

has  submitted a noti� cation 
of proposed development for 
the site masterplan.

� e event is supported by 
Higher Ground – Health and 
Care Planning Ltd.

If you are interested in at-
tending or would like to � nd 
out more, contact Maimie 
� ompson at maimie.
thompson@nhs.net or by 
calling 07814 618591.

Body recovered in Glen Nevis 
believed to be missing local man

Meeting to discuss Belford Hospital progress

Opening date agreed 
for ground-breaking 
new Strontian school
Pupils in Strontian can look 
forward to moving into their 
new school in less than two 
months now that a date has 
been set for the opening 
of what will be the � rst 
community-owned school in 
Scotland.

� e new Strontian Primary 
will open its doors for the � rst 
time on Monday September 
3 a� er the company behind 
the project, Strontian 
Community School Building 
Ltd (SCSB), recently agreed 
the date with Highland 
Council.

Construction of the new 
school building began in 
October last year a� er the 
company secured planning 
permission in 2016 for a 

school on land it owned adja-
cent to Ardnamurchan High 
School.

� e ground-breaking 
school is believed to be 
the the � rst of its kind in 
Scotland and the project has 
met with real excitement in 
the community.

With the � nal stages 
of construction nearing 
completion, SCSB board 
members are looking forward 
to handing over the building 
to Highland Council.

Acting chairman of 
Strontian Community 
School Building Ltd, Jamie 
McIntyre, said: ‘We’re de-
lighted Highland Council has 
now con� rmed that the new 
school building will open to 
pupils on Monday September 
3. Construction is very nearly 
complete and we expect to 

hand over the building to the 
council shortly.

‘� e children were able to 
visit the site before the hol-
idays began to see the latest 
progress and we look forward 
to them moving in and mak-
ing the school their own.’

� e former Strontian 
school building was deemed 
inadequate by the council 
in 2014 and, a� er a series of 
disappointing replacement 
proposals, the community 
decided to come forward 
with their own proposal to 
address the need to upgrade 
the primary school.

To � nance the build, the 
SCSB launched a community 
share o� er last year, as well 
as receiving funding from 
the  Scottish Land Fund and 
the Sunart Community 
Renewables hydro scheme.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Dylan Callandar and Addie 
Simpkinson, both � ve, 
made the � rst marks on 
the new school site at the 
ceremonial sod cutting last 
October.
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Enjoy the ultimate home 
improvement from the design 

specialists - Cairngormspecialists - Cairngorm
There has never been a better 

time than right now to make that 
home improvement you have 

been promising yourself.

Our specialists team of 
consultants will help you plan , 
design and decide on the best 

for you and your home.

PVCu Windows & Doors
Conservatories, Kitchens, Kitchen extensions 

for you and your home.

Why wait?
       Call today!

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545 315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894 956

� e current long dry spell 
has seen a reduction in the 
amount of hydro power 
available to Liberty British 
Aluminium’s smelter in Fort 
William.

� e company has con� rmed 
that as a result of weather 
conditions, it has been forced 
to lower output at the smelter 
by around � ve per cent.

� e Laggan Dam, on the 
River Spean, is where the 
smelter draws much of its hy-
dro power, and water levels in 
Loch Laggan and elsewhere 
across the region are low due 
to the recent lack of rainfall.

‘We’re carrying out main-
tenance on those units which 
have been taken o�  ine and 
hope to reactivate these soon,' 
a Liberty spokesman told the 
Lochaber Times. 

‘� is has no impact on 
employment or our ability to 
meet orders from customers. 
Longer term, our plan is to 
invest in further renewable 
power capacity for the smelter 
to avoid any need to curtail 
production in future.’

Meanwhile, Scottish Water 
is asking customers to use 

 Morvern Highland 
Games takes place at 
Knock Park, Lochaline, this 
Saturday July 14. Children's 
sports from 10am. O�  cial 
opening at noon.

 Lochaber Rotary Club 
has arranged a traditional 
West Highland soup 
and sandwich lunch at 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Parish Church, Parade 
Green, Fort William, on 
Saturday July 14.

The club will be serving 
tea, co� ee and cake from 
11am until 3pm and soup 
and sandwiches from noon 
to 2pm. All the produce will 
be Lochaber-inspired home 
cooking and all money 
raised will be used for local 
charities.

The club’s recently 
published book 'Children’s 
Bedtime Stories from the 
Scottish Highlands', aimed 
at four to eight-year-olds, 
will also be on sale.

 Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall 
will also host a craft fayre 
on Saturday July 14 from 
11am until 3pm. Jewellery 

West Highland legal � rm 
MacPhee & Partners has 
announced a sponsorship 
deal with a budding 
Lochaber trials rider.

Ben Dignan, 15, from Roy 
Bridge, has been riding tri-
als since he was four years 
old and has always dreamed 
of becoming a professional 
rider. Now, thanks to 
MacPhee & Partners back-
ing, that dream is another 
step closer to reality.

Ben has been coached 
by riders including 
Kinlochleven-based trials 
legend Gary Macdonald 
and experienced riders 
Dan � orpe and Adam 
Raga.  

His current full-time 
coach is Jack Price.

� e young Lochaber rider 
also has his own experience 
in coaching the younger 
generation at Lochaber and 
District Motorcyle Club, 
sharing his enthusiasm 
for the sport and inspiring 
youngsters to get involved.

Ben has been com-
peting in the British 
Championship since 2012, 

and mixed media, pottery, 
felted goods, children's 
books, body shop prod-
ucts, whisky/gin bottle sea 
glass lamps and more will 
be available. 

Refreshments will be 
provided by the Rotary 
Club of Fort William. 

Contact Chris for more 
information on 07900 
928515.

 Sta�  and volunteers from 
the Caol-based charity 
Lochaber Sensory Care for 
Sight and Hearing Support 
will visit Ballachulish on 
Monday July 16.  

The team will be at Ab-
bey� eld Care Home from 
10.30am until 12.30pm 
to o� er free support and 
advice to residents and 
members of the public with 
a sight or hearing loss. 

They will also provide 
NHS hearing and batteries 
and re-tubing.  No appoint-
ment necessary.

 Lochaber Vegan Fair will 
be held in Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall on 
Saturday July 21 from 11am 
until 4pm.

Smelter forced 
to drop output

water wisely to help maintain 
supplies.

Following a sustained dry 
period without any signi� -
cant rainfall, customer use 
has increased signi� cantly.

With the current weather 
conditions forecast to 
continue, Scottish Water is 
encouraging people to take 
simple but important steps 
to conserve public water 
supplies.

In some areas there has 
been a 30 per cent increase 
in demand for water and an 
additional 140 million litres is 
currently being produced and 
pushed through the system 
every day to meet current 
customer use.

Scottish Water has been 
monitoring the situation 
closely and managing 
supplies across the country, 
including deploying addi-
tional resources to move 
water between distribution 
areas and tankering water to 
supplement local networks.

Some water treatment works 
and distribution networks are 
working at near capacity to 
meet demand.

Average reservoir levels 
are generally normal for this 
time of year but the current 
level of use and continuing 
dry weather means stocks of 
stored water are reducing.

Customers are being asked 
to use less water whenever 
possible. Businesses are also 
being asked to consider how 
they can use water more 
e�  ciently.

Peter Farrer, Scottish 
Water’s Chief Operating 
O�  cer, commented: ‘Water 
use during the current hot 
summer weather mean we are 
working around the clock to 
get water around the system.

‘We have a strong and resil-
ient distribution network to 
keep our customers supplied 
but we’re asking everyone to 
play their part in helping us 
as Scotland enjoys its hottest 
and driest summer in many 
years. Encouraging simple 
but important changes to 
how people use water over 
the coming days and weeks of 
dry, warm weather, will make 
a big di� erence to the � ow 
of water around the network 
and protect supplies.’

What’s on Fort � rm backs rider Ben

Ben Dignan with the MacPhee & Partners team at the � rm’s Fort William o�  ce at An 
Aird. 

securing two third places 
in di� erent competition 
classes in the overall yearly 
standings.

� e young rider also com-
petes in the Santagosa � ree 
Day Trial in northern Spain 
and came third and � rst in 
the juvenile class the � rst two 

years he entered. Speaking 
about his ambitions, Ben 
said: ‘My objectives for trials 
competitions this year are 
to continue supporting my 
local club along with riding 
‘out of class’ in the Scottish 
Championship by riding the 
premier route. I am aiming 

to be in the top two in the 
British ‘B class’. � en I hope 
to ride three of the � ve World 
Series Trials.’

MacPhee & Partners said it 
was delighted to be support-
ing Ben in his ambition to 
become being a professional 
trials rider. 
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Trunk roads operator BEAR 
Scotland says it is aware of 
damage caused to the bridge 
at Spean Bridge last week and 
is arranging to have repairs 
carried out as quickly as 
possible.

According to John 
Fotheringhgam, chairman 
of Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council, the damage to 
several coping stones on the 
Telford bridge was caused 
by a lorry carrying turbine 
parts around 7.30pm last 
Wednesday evening.

Mr Fotheringham in-
formed BEAR Scotland: 
‘During the turning ma-
noeuvre at the north side of 
the Telford bridge, the ve-
hicle or cargo hit the bridge 
moving the top two coping 

Guidance on driving on 
single track roads, litter 
disposal and respect for the 
natural environment should 
be handed out by Airbnb 
hosts when welcoming guests 
to Lochaber and across the 
Highlands.

� at is the opinion of Kate 
Forbes MSP who feels more 
can be done by visitors to 
help ease the strain on the 
area’s top tourist spots amid 
another bumper season.

Ms Forbes believes such a 
move could be one of sev-
eral measures to encourage 
responsible and sustainable 
tourism in popular rural ar-
eas in her constituency, par-
ticularly at hot spots such as 
the Morar Sands, Glen� nnan 
and the Fairy Pools on Skye.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce echoed the 
Highland politician’s calls 
for ‘responsible tourism’ and 
said it is ‘very aware’ of the 
pressures that come with the 

� e team behind Caol’s new 
play park has announced its 
o�  cial opening date and is 
looking for volunteers to help 
make it as grand an occasion 
as possible.

� e new play park at 
Banavie Road will open on 
Saturday July 21 at 12.30pm 
– a signi� cant milestone 
a� er a three-year fundraising 
campaign by the local 
community.

Damian MacDonald, 
who has led the play park 
campaign, said: ‘We are 
hoping for help from the 
community to make sure 
Caol play park’s o�  cial 
opening is as successful as it 
can be. We are looking for 
volunteers to man stalls on 
the day as well as donations 
of baking, bottles or ra�  e 
prizes.’

� e opening will be a 
one-o�  event and the last big 
push for funding to support 
phase two of the development 
and to help maintain the 
structures built in phase one.

Anyone interested in 
helping at the event should 
contact Damian or visit the 
Caol Play Facebook group.

Police in Lochaber are urging 
locals to be wary of scam 
phone calls following a recent 
suspected attempted fraud.

� e warning follows recent 
calls to elderly residents by a 
man claiming to be from the 
HMRC demanding repay-
ment of more than £2,000 in 
alleged unpaid taxes.

Fortunately no bank details 
or money was handed over 
and the concerned recipients 
of the call asked their lawyer 
to make contact with the 
apparent fraudster.

Sergeant Deborah 
McCartney of Lochaber 
Community Policing Team 
said: ‘� ese residents did the 
right thing by not passing on 
any details.

‘An organisation like the 
HMRC or your bank would 
not cold call demanding 
money so do not agree to 
passing on any personal 
details over the phone.’

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Hosts urged to promote 
‘responsible tourism’

tourist season and any guid-
ance issued to visitors should 
be welcomed.

With tourist accommoda-
tion in Lochaber stretched 
in the summer, more local 
people are embracing the eco-
nomic and social opportuni-

ties of home-sharing through 
Airbnb, which enables hosts 
to generate extra income.

Kate Forbes explained: 
‘Airbnb boasts hundreds, if 
not thousands, of hosts across 
the Highlands, as � gures re-
leased last month made clear.

‘� is is a unique platform 
with the unusual opportunity 
of being able to reach thou-
sands of tourists relatively 
quickly and easily.

‘Local people get frustrated 
with the kind of tourism 
that ignores the fact people 
live, work and raise families 
in the Highlands all year 
round. Most visitors to the 
Highlands are respectful, but 
it goes without saying there 
has also been an increase in 
litter, confused driving on 
single track roads and certain 
types of unhelpful behaviour.’

Shona McMillan, Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce’s new 
destination manager, echoed 
Ms Forbes’ views and said any 
guidance that can be given to 
visitors about driving on sin-
gle-track roads and showing 
respect for residents is ‘very 
welcome’.

‘While it’s great more visi-
tors are exploring rural areas, 
single-track roads can be 

daunting. � ey’re not suitable 
for all vehicles and the rules 
of the road can be confusing 
for people who are not used to 
them,’ she said.

‘We’re very aware of the 
pressure on single-track 
roads in Lochaber, especially 
in popular areas like Glen 
Nevis. � at’s why we’ve 
recently added guidance on 
driving on single-track roads 
to the Outdoor Capital of the 
UK website. � e more visitors 
can � nd information about 
what to expect and how to 
drive with consideration, the 
better the experience will be 
for visitors and locals.’

MS Forbes is now calling on 
Airbnb hosts in the area to 
distribute clear guidelines to 
guests about what is and isn’t 
appropriate in rural areas. ‘It 
needs to be made crystal clear 
that rural communities are 
hospitable, but the environ-
ment and the people deserve 
respect,’ she added.

Police issue 
warning over 
scam calls

A glimpse of the problem at the Fairy Pools, which Kate 
Forbes has said could be eased by Airbnb hosts issuing 
guidance to tourists.

Play park 
opening 
announced

Damaged 
bridge will    
be � xed 
says BEAR

stones. I would appreciate 
if the stones were cemented 
back in place at your earliest 
opportunity and that you 
instruct delivery drivers 
to take greater care when 
manoeuvring loads at this 
point. We will be monitoring 
the situation.’

Asked to comment, a BEAR 
Scotland spokesperson told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘We 
are aware of the incident on 
Spean Bridge and one of our 
inspectors is assessing the 
damage. 

‘Initial indications are 
that the damage is relatively 
minimal and there does not 
appear to be any risk to the 
public or to the structure. 

‘We will arrange to have 
any damage repaired as soon 
as possible.’
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Young artists in 
Lochaber  created their very 
own colorful exhibition in 
Caol at the weekend as Room 
13 showcased the recent work 
of its summer students.

Popuppossum  #3  (from 
the youth speak:  Pop-Up 
Awesome), held on Saturday 
in Room 13’s studio in Caol 
Community Centre, was 
an exhibition  and pop-up 
shop  showing the work of 
the young artists from its 
summer school.

� eir task had been to come 
up with ideas for designs to be 
made and ready for sale by the 
Saturday  while developing 
new skills.  

Exploring the theme of 
utopia, Richard Bracken, art-
ist-in-residence, and Audrey 
O’Brien, contributing artist, 
assisted seven secondary 
school artists from Mallaig, 
Spean Bridge, Corpach, 
Lochailort and Kinlochleven 
in creating designs for screen-
prints, T-shirts, sculpture 
and sketchbooks to sell 

Room 13 students add a 

Left, Audrey O’Brien checks out some of the exhibits and, 
above, Theo Thomson’s stylish T-shirt exhibit. 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

A major Japanese industrial 
corporation has signed an 
agreement that will see the 
world’s � rst test of an auton-
omous underwater vehicle 
undertaken in Fort William.

Kawasaki Heavy Industries 
Ltd (KHI) will test a proto-
type AUV equipped with a 
robot arm for subsea pipeline 
inspection.

� e test, scheduled for 
October at the Underwater 
Centre in Fort William, 
will be the � rst of its kind 
in the world, according to 
Kawasaki.

KHI has been developing 
leading-edge component 
technologies for AUVs with 
a focus on the growing 
demand for pipeline mainte-
nance in o� shore oil and gas 
� elds.

Local MSP Kate Forbes said: 
‘Once again Fort William is 
making waves international-
ly. It is brilliant news that the 

Underwater Centre in Fort 
William will be the location 
of such innovative technol-
ogy, in partnership with a 
major  Japanese  industrial 
corporation.

‘I fully support the Scottish 
Government’s plans to 
attract investment and grow 
the economy – especially 
when so much of it is hap-
pening in the Highlands.

‘Whether it is at the smelter 
or at the Underwater Centre, 

I’m delighted to see the West 
Highlands host so much 
innovation and investment.’

In Tokyo, external a� airs 
secretary Fiona Hyslop 
witnessed the signing of the 
agreement by Steve Ham, 
commercial director at the 
Underwater Centre, and 
Kawasaki leaders, pictured 
le� . Ms Hyslop said: ‘I am 
delighted Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries Ltd, one of Japan’s 
major companies, has decid-

Japanese multinational signs  
with Fort William underwater

at Popuppossum #3 and raise 
funds for Room 13.

� e accompanying exhi-
bition of work, curated by 
Robert Menzies, was from 
the young adults group, 
open studio  and Room 13 
Kinlochleven.

Exhibition organiser Fiona 
MacDonald said: ‘� is is the 
� rst time we have shown work 
in the youth centre’s space 
where it looked professional 
and impressive.’

� e original Popup-
possum  idea came from 

the  Young Adults Screen-
printing Project, funded by 
� e Helen & S G MacGregor 
Bequest, in 2017.  � e devel-
opment of a studio enterprise 
was central to the project as 
a way of demonstrating the 
link between practical skills 
and income generation as a 
means of sustaining creative 
activities.

� e � rst two exhibitions 
proved enormously suc-
cessful, attracting many 
customers in person and 
generating further interest 

in studio products online. 
Both  Popuppossums  raised 
a combined total of £1,200 
through sales of screen-print-
ed T-shirts, original prints, 
hand-stitched sketchbooks 
and painted sculptures, and 
brought the wider commu-
nity into the studio, many for 
the � rst time.

Popuppossum #4 will be 
held on December 8 and the 
groups look forward to wel-
coming more visitors to the 
exhibition.

� e � rst Room 13 studio 
was set up in 1994 as an art 
studio run by a group of chil-
dren in Caol Primary School. 
Following their initiative, 
Room 13 studios now operate 
internationally in school and 
community settings in more 
than 15 countries, promoting 
visual literacy, creativity and 
enterprise among young 
people.

In Room 13, arts and enter-
prise go hand-in-hand. Each 
studio has a management 
team which is responsible for 
meeting its running costs, 
and each o� ers a space where 
the work of young artists 
can be facilitated alongside 
a professional adult artist-
in-residence, and where 
participants of all ages are 
encouraged to be creative and 
to think for themselves.  � e 
concept remains rooted in 
Lochaber and continues to 
attract interest from all over 
the world.

ENJOY THE ULTIMATE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT FROM THE DESIGN 

SPECIALISTS - CAIRNGORM

Find out why so many customers love  
their home improvement. Call us today! 

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238 000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545 315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894 956

Our stunning views are  
even better now 

- North Kessock customer
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splash of colour to Caol

Clockwise from above: artists Robert Menzies with Leia Smith and her exhibit, My 
Answer To Your Questions; the artists used the space in Caol Community Centre to create 
a colourful exhibition; Daisy Baldwin with her Middleopia exhibit; artist-in-residence 
Richard Bracken with Josie Bloom and Maddie Lennon. 

VIEW FROM The Chamber
Do you employ young 
people under 25 years old? 
Does your company strive to 
develop the potential of your 
younger members of sta� ?

If you are proud of the ef-
forts you make to help your 
young workers, make sure 
you enter the Developing 
the Young Workforce Award 
in the upcoming Highland 
Business Awards.

� is year’s award is spon-
sored by the Developing 
the Young Workforce: West 
Highlands team. Applicants 
will be judged on opportu-
nities and training o� ered, 
relationships with schools 
and  colleges, and how 
the investment in young 
people enhances the organ-
isation’s overall growth and 
capability.

Hosted by Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Developing the Young 
Workforce forms part of 
the Scottish Government’s 
youth employment strategy, 
which aims to ensure young 
people in Scotland have the 

skills and con� dence they 
need to make the seamless 
transition from school to the 
workforce.

� e Highland Business 
Awards are open to compa-
nies in all sectors based in 
the Highlands and Islands 
and are awarded at the � nale 
of Highland Business Week, 
which runs from Monday to 
Friday,  September 24 to 28, 
in Inverness.

Entries and nominations 
should be completed online 
by Friday July 27 at www.
inverness-chamber.co.uk/
events/event/highland-busi-
ness-awards-2018

Call 01397 705765 or email 
info@dywwesthighland.org 
to � nd out more about 
working with  Developing 
the Young Workforce.

a deal 
centre
ed to develop this innovative 
technology in Scotland.

‘It is fantastic news for 
the Underwater Centre 
in Fort William. Scottish 
Development International 
has worked hard behind the 
scenes to help secure this 
hugely signi� cant agreement.

‘Kawasaki also has excellent 
links with Edinburgh Centre 
for Robotics at Heriot-Watt 
University, which is devel-
oping the control so� ware 
and multi-sensor algorithms 
for the AUV system to track 
pipes underwater.

‘� e Scottish Government’s 
Subsea Action Plan re� ects 
our ambitions to support 
this important sector which 
includes renewables and 
deep-sea mining.’

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

The great summer of 2018
ADVERTORIAL

� e summer of 2018 will be 
remembered for the endless 
days of sunshine, our beaches 
seemed more golden, our 
sea turquoise and clear, and 
folk smiling and tanned. 
Visitors have had a holiday to 
remember.

Wandering along the Oban 
Esplanade it is noticeable 
that it seems to be moving 
upmarket, with the recogni-
tion amongst retailers that 
an upmarket o� ering is what 
the visitor wants, the days of 
cheap tat has gone. A high 
quality and authentic high-
land holiday is what we’d like 
those visitors to recall. 

A� er � � een years in 
business � e Highland Soap 
Company is now opening 
its fourth shop, choosing 
Oban because of its gorgeous 
setting and its concerted 
move upmarket as a holiday 
destination. � e shop is on 
the Esplanade in front of the 
distillery and opens mid July.

� e Highland Soap 
Company creates the � nest 
organic soaps and skincare 
products within sight of Ben 
Nevis. Emma, the founder 
and an avid forager of bog 
myrtle, nettles, seaweed 
and other local ingredients, 
chooses only top quality 

essential oils and botanicals 
to make her soaps, creams 
and shampoos. Her passion 
is evident from thoughtful 
ethically sourced ingredients, 
and beautiful packaging.

A great new addition to the 
Esplanade.
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Aussie Alison Macintyre has 
� own more than 10,000 miles 
to bring hundreds of her 
clansfolk together in Oban.

� e third-generation 
Aus t  ralian, whose great 
grandfather came from 
Kilchrenan, came to the last 
clan gathering in 2008 and 
became hooked.

What started out of intellec-
tual curiosity to see where her 
DNA was rooted, ended with 
her helping organise the 2018 
World MacIntyre Gathering 
from afar in Brisbane.

More than 250 MacIntyres, 
with lots of di� erent spell-
ings, are expected to descend 
on Oban for a week-long 
celebration.

‘Technology is a wonderful 
thing,’ said Alison, who has 
given herself three weeks 
o�  work as an economics 

consultant to make the most 
of the homeland celebration 
and meet up with other 
MacIntyres coming from 
all over the world – and 
Scotland, of course.

‘I was surprised, even 
shocked, by the feeling I had 
when I was here 10 years 
ago.  I know there are speci� c 
Gaelic words that explain it. 

Dualchas and dùthchas – the 
feelings of connectedness and 
familiarity with the land-
scape, of feeling at home with 
the ancestors, the language, 
the culture, the history – it’s 
amazing,’ added Alison, who 
is being helped locally during 
the event week by fellow 
clansman Tim McIntyre and 
also  by Claire Purdie, who 

works at SAMS. ‘We’re still 
looking for volunteers to help 
out at all our events, directing 
people and ticking people o�  
the registration. 

‘It would be great to see 
young people get involved,’ 
said Alison, who has already 
signed up for one of two local 
tours being led by  Brigadier 
John MacFarlane from 
Taynuilt – one of them will 
be accompanied by playlets 
from the � ree Wee Crows 
theatre company.

� e MacIntyres will be 
taking over the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls in 
Breadalbane Street, Oban, 
which will become the clan’s 
base-camp and venue for the 
welcome reception and big 
banquet.

Adhamh Obroin, Gaelic 
consultant to   TV hit show 
Outlander, will also be join-
ing some of the events. 

� ere will be Gaelic 

lessons for the public and   a 
MacIntyre procession on 
to the � eld at the Taynuilt 
Games on Saturday July 21 – 
and they might even enter a 
tug-o-war team.

In recognition of the world-
wide Year of Young People 
and the clan’s famous bard 
Duncan Ban MacIntyre, the 
gathering is also hosting a 
poetry competition  for crea-
tives aged from eight to 26.

On Sunday July 22, the 
gathering will make a trip to 
their ancestral land of Glen 
Noe, taking boats up the loch 
from Taynuilt for a hog-roast 
picnic and a special ceremony  
involving the faery pipes.

It will only be the third time 
in 200 years that the pipes, 
which can only be played by a 
MacIntyre and will be out on 
loan from the West Highland 
Museum in Fort William, 
will have been played.

Glenoe the younger, the 

MacIntyre chief ’s son, is also 
making the trip over from the 
United States, and it will be 
the � rst time since the head-
of-the clan family emigrated 
in 1822.

Alison will also be meeting 
more family as a DNA project, 
part of this year’s gathering, 
has matched her up with a 
couple of American women 
and another from Edinburgh 
who is on the organising 
committee.

‘� ere’s been a lot of work 
involved in bringing so many 
MacIntyres together but it’s 
going to be great,’ she said.

To � nd out more about the 
many other events during the 
World MacIntyre Gathering, 
visit macintyregathering.
com/home or check it out 
on Clan MacIntyre Trust’s 
Facebook.

People willing to volunteer, 
should contact admin@mac-
intyregathering.com

Oban centre of gravity for 
MacIntyres 2018 gathering

Alison Macintyre has 
helped organise this 
year’s clan gathering 
from Australia.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� e o�  cial naming ceremony 
and service of dedication for 
the new Shannon-class lifeboat 
at Leverburgh RNLI will be 
held this Saturday, July 14.

� e vessel, named RNLB 
Stella and Humfrey Berkeley, 
will be formally handed over 
to the station on the isle of 
Harris by a representative of 
the Berkeley family, who are 
the main donors for the boat.

A number of guests will be 
there on the day but the public 
are also invited – locals and 
visitors. � e ceremony starts at 
1pm but people should arrive 
early as parking close to the 
pier will be limited.

� e naming ceremony also 
coincides with Shannon Week, 
marking � ve years since the 
� rst Shannon-class lifeboat 
entered the RNLI � eet.

Highland Council has 
announced the recent 
appointment of one head 
teacher and  three acting head 
teachers across the Lochaber 
schools.

All the new teachers will be 
in their posts by the new term 
in August 2018.

� e appointments are as 
follows:

Mallaig 3-18 cluster (Mallaig 
High School, Mallaig Primary 
School, Arisaig Primary 
School, Inverie Primary 
School and Lady Lovat 
Primary School): Martin 
Sullivan, head teacher.

Eigg, Muck and Rum 
cluster: Andrew Murray, 
acting head teacher.

Kinlochleven Primary: Peter 
Carrick, acting head teacher.

Glencoe, Duror and St 
Brides cluster: Marylin 
MacDonald, acting head 
teacher.

New Lochaber 
school heads

Public are invited to naming 
ceremony for Harris lifeboat

Tobermory lifeboat in 70-mile emergency
Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer 
crew had a late-night ‘shout’ to 
a yacht with engine problems 
north of the Torran rocks o�  
Erraid.

At 9.51pm on Friday July 6, 
Tobermory lifeboat launched 
at Stornoway Coastguard’s re-
quest following a ‘pan pan’ call.

� e yacht, with two people 
aboard, was becalmed north 
of the Torran rocks, an area 
made famous by Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s novel Kidnapped.

On arriving, one of the 
volunteer crew went aboard 
to assist the crew in restarting 
the engine. � e lifeboat then 

escorted the yacht to a safe 
anchorage o�  Iona before re-
turning to Tobermory, having 
spent just under � ve hours at 
sea, covering 70 nautical miles.

� is was the � rst service for 
Tony ‘Kiwi’ Spillane in his new 
role as one of Tobermory’s 
mechanics. 
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Animal lovers in Lochaber 
were treated to a frenzied day 
of canine competition as Fort 
William played to host the 
area’s own version of Cru� s.

Dogs of all shapes and 
sizes descended on the  Nevis 
Centre last Tuesday evening 
as  Lochaber and District 
Canine Society organised its 
annual companion dog show.

Owners from across 
Lochaber gathered to see 
which of their four-legged 
friends would come out on 
top in an array of classes and 
competitions.

Almost all the classes were 
well attended with a good 
high level of quality and 
performance.

Organiser Sarah Holroyd 
said: ‘Well done to all those 
who took part in our annual 
companion dog show on 
Tuesday. � anks to your gen-
erosity we raised £391.79 for 
Reach Sled Dog Rescue.

‘Well done to all our en-
trants, your beautiful dogs, 
and thank you to all our judg-
es and stewards, our sponsors 
and all who donated prizes 
and baking, and our hard 
working committee behind 
the scenes.’

Lochaber and District Canine 
Society was set up to promote 
responsible dog ownership 

by teaching owners to train 
their dogs for everyday life 
situations by organising puppy 
training classes and dogs walks 
throughout the year.

Society chairperson Sharon 
Donald added: ‘Once again 
we were delighted with the 
attendance. Although num-
bers were slightly down on 
previous years, the generosity 
of those who did come was 
truly amazing. It was a lovely 
evening and great fun for 
owners and dogs.’

Category winners:
Class 1: Puppy (any breed 

6-12 months):  Victoria 
Kimber, Jura, English 
springer.

Class 2: Junior (any breed 
12-18 months):  Beverley 
Richardson, Ziggy, Border 
collie.

Class 3: Terrier and hound: 
Catherine Putman, Linnet, 
whippet.

Class 4: Gundog: Jane Huun, 
Becca, vizsla.

Class 5: Toy and utility: 

Nan McLeod, Mia, Tibetan 
spaniel. Class 6: Working and 
pastoral: Jackie MacDonald, 
Myley, Border collie. Class 
7: Open: Jayne Huun, Becca, 
vizsla.

Best pedigree: Catherine 
Putman, Linnet, whippet.

Class 8: Veteran (over seven 
years):  Jackie MacDonald, 
Suri, Border collie.

Class 10: Best 
Condition: Philip Lock, Coco, 
Newfoundland.

Class 11: Waggiest 
tail:  Lesley Brigs, Bruno, 
boxer.

Class 12: Junior handler 
(handler U18): Shannon 
MacNeil, Fudge, King.

Class 13: Prettiest Bitch: Jane 
Huun, Becca, viszla.

Class 14: Handsomest 
dog:  Grace Kennedy, Flynn, 
Border collie.

Best novelty: Lesley Brigs, 
Bruno, Boxer.

Class 15: Best trick:  Mirka 
Barancekova, Alleyn, Boston 
terrier, Frisbee catch.

Stevie McAlleer with Amber, left, and right, Border collie Suri with owner Jackie MacDonald. Below, 
the top four in the best trick competition: Mirka Barancekova and Alleyn, Boston terrier, were � rst 
with their Frisbee catch; Scott Bellwood and Nev, bearded collie, took second place with their play 
dead and jumping trick; Jane Huun and Becca, visla, took third with a kiss and roll over; Stevie 
McAleer and Amber, lab, were fourth with a left and right paw and kiss. All photographs: alba.photos

Fort’s gone 
to the dogs

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Winner of the best 
pedigree, Linnet, 
whippet, with owner 
Catherine Putman.

Jadzia 
MacAdam-
Slater with 
Katie.

Lesley Brigs 
with Bruno 
the boxer, 
winner of  
waggiest 
tail and the 
best novelty 
competi-
tions.
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A total of 47 pupils took part from 12 primary schools in Lewis and Harris; and right, 
overall winner Daniel Macleod from Back School.

An award ceremony was held 
at e-Sgoil recently at which 
certi� cates and prizes were 
handed out to the pupils who 
took part in this year’s Dìleab 
an t-Siorraidh.

Youngsters had been asked 
to prepare a short presentation 
of about � ve minutes, before 
conversing with the two judg-
es, Donald Martin and Maletta 
MacPhail, for another � ve 
minutes.

As expected, pupils spoke on 
a wide range of topics and the 
judges’ job was not easy. 

Daniel Macleod, from 
Back School, was eventually 
declared overall winner with 
his lively and engaging conver-
sation about his cats.

� e judges said: ‘� e dialogue 
was simply enjoyable and as 
natural as can be. We enjoyed 
how comfortable Daniel was 
[conversing] with us.’

Unlike similar competitions, 
this project made use of 

e-Sgoil’s technology, allowing 
the pupils to converse with the 
judges through a screen from 
their own schools.

Daniel was awarded 58 
out of a possible 60 points, a 
remarkable achievement, with 
Leanne Davis from Stornoway 
Primary close behind, and 

Seumas Smith (Stornoway 
Primary) and Angus Campbell 
(Leverhulme School) in  joint 
third place.

Each participating pupil was 
awarded £10 and there were 
larger sums, up to £50, for the 
best.

Representatives from various 

groups were present at the cer-
emony, among them Alasdair 
Allan MSP, Murdo Morrison 
from Bòrd na Gàidhlig and 
Malcolm Burr on behalf of the 
comhairle. � ey all praised the 
pupils for their achievements 
and encouraged them to con-
tinue using their Gaelic.

Sheri�  Colin Scott Mac-
kenzie, who handed out the 
awards and set up this project 
with his own money in  order 
to encourage pupils to make 
use of their Gaelic ability, 
was greatly praised for his 
generosity. It is hoped the 
project will go from strength to 

strength and will be widened 
to include the Uists and Barra 
in years to come.

Education Scotland has 
shown an interest in the assess-
ments and hopes it can be used 
to set arbitration standards for 
pupils about to leave primary 
school.

Daniel is the cat who got 
the cream after Gaelic win 

A number of areas in the 
Highlands and the Islands 
have been shortlisted in a 
search for Scotland’s most 
beautiful towns and villages.

� e online competition 
organised by the website 
Hidden Scotland has seen 
Portree on Skye, Plockton 
and Fort Augustus all 
making the � nal list.

� e website says: ‘We’re 
on the hunt for the most 
beautiful town or village in 
Scotland and we need your 
help.

‘We asked you on social 
media what you thought 
was the most charming and 
picturesque town or village 
in Scotland and below is 
what you came up with. Have 
a look through the towns and 
villages shortlisted and cast 
your vote.’ 

For more information and 
to vote for your favourite 
town, go to https://hidden-
scotland.co/ 

� e winner will be 
announced in August. 

West coast 
places are 
� nalists in 
competition

Murder mystery sees 
Outdoor Capital 
take centre stage

Anoraks abound in a hiking 
tale which delves into serial 
killing and features unloved 
Billy, a � shmonger’s assistant.

� ere are many non-� ction 
works on backpacking and 
routes for walking but far 
fewer novels on the joys of 
traipsing through the trees.

Based in Fort William, 
Jane Robson’s second novel, 
I Am � e Walker, begins at 
a pedestrian pace but soon 
heats up with a series of 
grisly murders.

It is told through the eyes of 
a Highland boy in a dead-end 
job who discovers the great 
outdoors.

For dedicated backpackers 
there will be a few jarring 
notes, such as 
when the hero, 
Billy, leaves his 
car wearing wa-
terproof Gortex 
trousers and later 
dons his weather 
gear as it begins 
to rain.

� e novel pokes 
fun at the equip-

ment necessary for wild 
walking. � ere can be few 
backpackers who haul a full 
canteen packed in a picnic 
hamper, as well as a tent, on 

their forays into the 
hills.

Billy lures the 
� rst victim o�  the 
road and soon the 
spiral of violence 
and grisly death 
consumes the 
novel, until a 
� nal clever twist 
reveals Billy’s true 
identity.

by Mark Davey
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Author JM Robson.
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Nevis Highland Dancing 
Association recently held 
its awards ceremony at Caol 
Community Centre a� er the 
girls had impressed everyone 
with performances at Caol 
Gala.

Dancers also regularly give 
displays at local Highland 
Games, agricultural shows 
and attend competitions 
across the country, where 

they o� en win medals and 
trophies.

Nevis Highland Dancing 
holds lessons on Wednesday 
and � ursday nights, as 
well as a Saturday morning 
class in the dance studio at 
Lochaber High School. � ere 
is also a Friday night class in 
Arisaig hall.

� e lessons start from 
August through to June. In 

April it holds dancing exams. 
� e girls start o�  as primary 
students then go on to the 
beginners class before pro-
gressing to premier standard.

� is year Cathie MacKinnon 
and Emma Watchman passed 
their teaching exams which 
now gives the school three 
local teachers as well as one 
from Inverness and one from 
Comrie.

Some of the dancers with their awards.

Connie MacLennan.

Emma Watchman. All photographs: Iain Ferguson alba.

photos

Jamie-Lee Laverty. Lilijana Alexander.

Highland dancers 
celebrate success
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Skye youth charity Columba 
1400 has been awarded 
£20,000 from the Scottish 
Children's Lottery.

Columba 1400 works with 
vulnerable young people who 
have experienced signi� cant 
challenges. � ey include 
young carers, young people 
living in poverty, young 
people in care and those 
struggling to engage with 
school.

� e grant has helped fund 
the charity’s leadership 
academies for care experi-
enced young people from 
Edinburgh and Midlothian, 
involving a residential stay 
at the charity’s inspirational 
custom-built centre at Sta�  n 
on Skye. � e project has 
helped its young participants 

News from Highlands and 
Islands Airports Ltd (HIAL) 
that Inverness is the preferred 
location for a proposed 
remote towers control 
centre has been described as 
‘disappointing’.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 
chairman of transportation 
and infrastructure Councillor 
Uisdean Robertson said the 
news was unsurprising.

‘While it comes as no great 
surprise, it is nevertheless 
disappointing Inverness is 
the preferred location for the 
remote towers control centre,’ 
he said. ‘If this goes ahead 
there will be a loss of high 
quality jobs in Benbecula and 
Stornoway. I think, at the very 
least, such a decision would 
be contrary to the principle of 
‘island proo� ng’, contained 
in � e Islands Bill. � e loss 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has congratulated Abigail Tre� ry 
on receiving her certi� cate of full registration by the General 
Teaching Council (GTC) Scotland.

Abigail received her award from GTC chief executive Ken 
Muir and Deputy First Minister John Swinney in Edinburgh 
a� er local authorities were asked to nominate a probationer 
teacher who has demonstrated outstanding practice, moti-
vation and commitment. Abigail was nominated by Western 
Isles Council following completion of her probation year at 
Sgoil Uibhist a Tuath, North Uist.

Western Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil questioned 
Prime Minister � eresa May 
last week on what Brexit will 
mean for businesses in Na 
h-Eileanan an Iar trying to 
access European markets.

At Prime Minister’s 
Questions, Mr MacNeil 
asked what Brexit would 
mean for industries such as 
shell� sh producers. He said: 
‘Shell� sh producers in my 
constituency are worried 
about getting their produce 
to the French and Spanish 
markets. Together with those 
countries and independent 
Ireland, of course, how open 
does the Prime Minister 
want and envisage the 
borders and the trade routes 
to be a� er Brexit?’

In response Mrs May 
said: ‘We are committed 
to no hard border between 
Northern Ireland and Ireland 
and as frictionless a border 
with the European Union in 
the future as possible.’

Marie Clare Tully, chief executive of Columba 1400, is 
delighted with the grant.

Isles MP questions 
Prime Minister

Top class teacher Abigail honoured

Youth charity’s 
£20,000 boost

build con� dence, perse-
verance and resilience and 
prepared them for education 
and employment.

Marie Clare Tully, chief 
executive of Columba 1400, 
commented: ‘We are delight-
ed to receive this grant and 
have been so impressed by 
everything the young people 
have achieved as a result.’

� e Scottish Children's 
Lottery was launched in 
October 2016 to raise money 
for children in Scotland, with 
proceeds helping to improve 
the lives of children across 
the country.

Trustee Alan Eccles rep-
resents Chance to Succeed, 
which operates as a society 
lottery under the Scottish 
Children’s Lottery. Chance 

to Succeed supports projects 
that focus on employability 
and employment skills, help-
ing to deliver a productive 
future for young people.

Mr Eccles said: ‘Chance to 
Succeed believes every young 
person in Scotland deserves 
a chance to be seen, prove 
themselves and forge a suc-
cessful career. By supporting 
Columba 1400 we hope to 
help deliver a productive 
future for young people.

‘� ank you to those who 
play the Scottish Children’s 
Lottery. You are helping to 
support the great work our 
charities undertake.’

Charities that support chil-
dren in Scotland can apply 
online for Scottish Children’s 
Lottery funding.

of well paid jobs and the 
economic impact on islands 
would be disproportionately 
higher in the islands and I call 
on our MSP and the Scottish 
Government to demand 
HIAL looks at this again.

‘� e Islands Bill states 
clearly that island impact ss-
sessments should be a part of 
the decision making process. 
Where is the evidence that 
any impacts on these islands 
was even given a passing 
thought? We will continue to 
make our voices heard and 
make the case to HIAL and 
the Scottish Government 
for other options to be 
considered.’

Meanwhile, Na h-Ei-
leanan an Iar SNP MP 
Angus MacNeil is to write 
to  Lillian Greenwood MP, 
chairman of the Transport 

Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, and 
Scottish Islands Minister 
Paul Wheelhouse MSP on the 
matter.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘It is 
absolutely no surprise this 
is the game HIAL is playing. 
At the beginning, this was 
about their empire and jobs in 
Inverness, which I predicted.

‘� e Scottish Government 
will have to look at the real 
social and economic impacts 
of this. � e greatest turnover 
of sta�  is in Inverness where 
they want to put this empire 
and lowest in Benbecula and 
Stornoway where they are try-
ing to take much-needed jobs. 
If electronic communications 
are as good as HIAL are say-
ing, they could easily have put 
this centre in Benbecula or 
Stornoway. I am writing to the 

Preferred control centre location ‘disappointing’
Transport Select Committee 
of the House of Commons 
about the viability of what 
HIAL is proposing, as well as 
going into its scoping exercise 
as air tra�  c controllers have 
informed me they feel there 
have been � aws in this.

‘I will also write to Islands 
Minister Paul Wheelhouse 
MSP urging the Scottish 
Government to get a grip 
of HIAL because it is run-
ning away from social and 
economic responsibilities in 
the Hebrides. � e Scottish 
Government has to have a 
look at this and perhaps one 
solution might be breaking 
up HIAL into Highlands 
Airports and a separate 
Islands Airports so we have 
some measure of control 
and development in our 
communities.’

Abigail Tre� ry with Ken Muir, left, and John Swinney.
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‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

� e directors, principal and 
senior management of Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig have welcomed 
the o�  cial naming of the � rst 
road, Rathad MhicGuaire 
(MacQuarrie Road), in the 
new Kilbeg village.

It is adjacent to Ionad Iain 
Noble, which opened in 2015, 
and was named in honour of 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s founder 
Sir Iain Noble.

� e ceremony, carried out 
by Kate Forbes MSP, celebrat-
ed and honoured the name of 
the former trustee and chair-
man, Duncan McQuarrie, in 
recognition of the key role he 
has played in the college’s de-
velopment over many years.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig Principal 
Professor Boyd Robertson 
said: ‘� is is a richly deserved 
honour for Duncan which 
recognises the hugely impor-
tant contribution he has made 
to the development of the col-
lege over many years and to 

Have your say on 
redesign project 

Mull pupils’ £500 
award win

Isles MP questions 
Prime Minister

The � rst two families to live on the new road, accompa-
nied by Kate Forbes MSP and Duncan MacQuarrie, after 
whom the new road has been named.

Road name honour for 
Gaelic college founder

the vital contribution he has 
made to the development of 
the Gaelic language and cul-
ture and to the advancement 
of Gaelic and Gaelic medium 
education, as a teacher and a 
former HMI. Duncan’s criti-
cal input to Sabhal Mòr’s de-
velopment in its challenging 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

formative years was marked 
by his steady stewardship, as 
a former chairman. 

‘And his pioneering work, 
alongside that of his fellow 
trustees, demonstrated an 
exemplary vision and com-
mitment without which what 
is now the National Centre 

for the Gaelic Language 
and Culture would not have 
existed.

‘For that, everyone who has 
bene� ted from this wonderful 
and inspiring place over the 
intervening years owes him a 
great debt of gratitude and it 
is for that reason we celebrate 
with him here today.’

In conducting the ceremo-
ny, Ms Forbes extended her 
own personal congratula-
tions to Mr McQuarrie: ‘� e 
opportunities a� orded to 
a new generation of Gaelic 
speakers are thanks to people 
like Duncan McQuarrie who 
had the sheer determination, 
vision and love for the lan-
guage to persevere. � e new 
Kilbeg village is part of that 
story because it is critical 
Gaelic language and culture 
is never con� ned to an educa-
tional institution alone.

‘It is a living, breathing 
language whose future de-
pends on e� orts to foster it as 
a community language. � e 
importance of the new village 

cannot be overestimated at 
a time when housing is in 
high demand and people � nd 
it di�  cult to get a� ordable 
accommodation.’

In addition to conducting 
the o�  cial naming ceremony, 
the MSP met with the � rst 
two families to take up resi-
dence in the new village and 
announced the imminent 
start on the next phase of 
a� ordable housing on site.

Additionally an exciting 
new initiative is being ad-
vanced which will encourage 
elderly Gaelic speakers to 
relocate to special housing in 
the village. � is would allow 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig students 
to bene� t from the rich 
resource which elderly native 
speakers would bring to their 
learning experience. 

Kate Forbes MSP is asking 
constituents to use water 
sensibly during the extend-
ed and unexpected period 
of hot weather, which is 
particularly challenging for 
cro� ers and farmers.

� e MSP for Skye and 
Lochaber has already been 
contacted by Highlanders 
who are having di�  culty 
sourcing enough water for 
basic washing because their 
private supply has dried up.

Scottish Water has issued 

advice containing small 
measures that the public 
can take to help ensure 
water supplies to homes and 
businesses continue despite 
increased demand.

� ese include using a 
watering can instead of 
a hose to water gardens 
and plants, taking a short 
shower instead of a bath, 
and only using washing 
machines and dishwashers 
when fully loaded.

Some forecasters have said 

that the hot temperatures, 
with minimal rainfall are 
expected to continue.

Ms Forbes said: ‘Usually 
we are complaining about 
too much water in Scotland 
as it rains throughout 
summer.

‘However, this year, the 
lovely weather means we’ve 
all got to consider how 
much water we are using.

‘It’s tough for farmers 
and cro� ers in particular 
who are dependent on 

local water supplies. All 
of us can do things a little 
bit di� erently to conserve 
water for those who need it 
the most.

‘� ere are small steps 
– like using a bucket or a 
watering can instead of 
a hose that can make a 
di� erence.

‘I’m certainly not com-
plaining about the glorious 
sunshine we’ve all been 
enjoying but it does have 
implications.’

MSP calls for sensible water usage in Highlands during heatwave

Kate Forbes MSP.

NHS Highlands is hosting an 
event on August 9 to update 
the public on the progress 
of the Lochaber Health and 
Social Care Redesign project. 

There will be an opportu-
nity for people, including 
community representatives 
and service users, to join sta�  
in assessing what is needed 
to replace the Belford and to 
take project to its next stage.

The event will run from 
10am to 3pm at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William.

This is not a drop-in event 
If you are interested in 
attending, contact Maimie 
Thompson by emailing 
maimie.thompson@nhs.net  
or phone 07814 618591.

Primary school pupils on 
Mull have received £500 af-
ter being crowned regional 
winners of the Better Energy 
School Awards.

Children at Lochdonhead 
Primary School created 
the Lochdon Swan Nature 
Trail. Their project was 
named best entry in the 
Totally Active category.

Western Isles MP 
Angus Brendan MacNeil 
questioned Prime Minister 
Theresa May last week on 
what Brexit will mean for 
businesses in Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar trying to access 
European markets.

He said: ‘Shell� sh produc-
ers in my constituency are 
worried about getting their 
produce to the French and 
Spanish markets.’

In response Mrs May said: 
‘We are committed to as 
frictionless a border with 
the European Union in the 
future as possible.’

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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A big crowd of spectators was 
treated to a record-breaking 
day of competition at 
Glengarry Highland Games 
on Saturday as the sun beat 
down on Invergarry shinty 
� eld.

Competitors at the annual 
event were on great form 
as records were broken in 
several main competitions.

In spite of the baking heat, 
two new records were set in 
the heavy events as Jamie 
Gunn broke the record for 
the hammer throw and the 
weight for distance 28 pound 
events.

� ere was also sti�  compe-
tition in the other traditional 
Highland events such as the 
caber and farmer’s walk.

Away from the heavy 
events, the track, � eld 
and hill races were hotly 
contested, with standout 
performances on the day.

One of the top moments 
was when 13-year-old 
Cameron Fraser was 
crowned best overall athlete 
for his performances in the 
junior and male adult events.

Former junior athlete at the 
games and Invergarry local  
Ben Johnston broke the hill 
race record in his � rst year as 
an adult competitor.

Games secretary Alison 
Donald said: ‘It was a very 
good day and the numbers 
were good. It was lovely 
weather and everyone had 
a great time. A number of 
heavy records were broken 
and the hill race record was 
broken which was great. 
We added more children’s 
races this year to keep them 
entertained which worked 
out well.’ 

Aside from the sporting 
events, there was plenty to 
keep visitors entertained, 

Record-breaking Glengarry

Clockwise on this page: 
Chieftain of the games 
Freddy Service played 
host to guests and visitors 
to the games; junior 
girls Highland Dancing 
competitions added colour 
and � air to the afternoon; 
Harry Hancock throws the 
weight; With competitions 
so tightly contested, the 
results table had to remain 
sharp throughout the day.
Page 15: Clockwise from 
top right: Ranald Fraser 
from Isle of Lewis throws 
the hammer; Highland 
dancers proudly show o�  
their medals; acrobatic 
physical theatre troupe 
Two Left Feat from 
Edinburgh entertained 
spectators; the boys’ egg 
and spoon race; Lochaber 
Pipe Band; Ben Johnstone 
of Invergarry leads the hill 
race before going on to 
claim victory; a youngster 
dances the hornpipe; boys 
taking part in the sack race. 
All photographs: Gavin MacQueen 

Photography.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

including Highland Dancing 
and performances from 
Lochaber Pipe Band and Two 
Le�  Feat, an acrobatic troupe 
from Edinburgh. Not only 
did the acrobatic group wow 
the crowd with its energetic 
performances, members 
also took home a bottle of 
Ben Nevis Distillery whisky 
a� er winning the tug-o-war 
competition.

Local organisations were 
also in attendance to add to 
the spectacle. � ese included  
Kintail Birds of Prey, Kintail 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
� re� ghters from Kintail sta-

tion. Dozens of stalls around 
the ground meant spectators 
could also enjoy time away 
from the sporting action, 
while young children could  
take part in a wide range of 
activities throughout the 
day.

All proceeds from the day’s 
events will go towards fund-
ing next year’s games as well 
as supporting several local 
charities.

Mrs Donald added: ‘� ank 
you to all the volunteers on 
the day. 

‘We just couldn’t do it 
without you.’

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFT

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Delight as birds fl ock back 
to ‘mink-free’ Hebrides
Terns, waders, divers and 
ducks are ‘� ocking back’ to 
their native Outer Hebrides 
following a successful 17-year 
programme to eradicate the 
American mink and its e� ect 
on wildlife.

Scottish Environment Sec-
retary Roseanna Cunning-
ham said: ‘� e successful 
removal of non-native mink 
from the Hebrides is a 
signi� cant achievement and 
is the result of the sustained 
commitment and e� ort of 
sta�  involved. I am delighted 
we are already seeing positive 
results, bringing the return 
of the seabirds and wading 
birds which the islands are 
world-famous for. � is will 
provide a real boost for na-
ture tourism in the Hebrides.’

Mike Cantlay, chairman 
of Scottish Natural Heritage 

Arctic terns are 
among species 
returning to the 
Hebrides.

(SNH), said: ‘We are delight-
ed all the hard work has been 
successful for the nature of 
the Hebrides.

‘Mink – an invasive 
non-native species – prey on 
ground-nesting birds and 
� sh. With major funding 
from the EU Life programme, 
at the project’s height a team 

of just 12 core SNH sta�  
worked as teams of trappers 
to remove mink and help 
bring back native birds to one 
of the remotest, wildest land-
scapes anywhere in Scotland.’

At 3,050 sq km – an area 
twice the size of Fife – the 
remote Hebridean location 
meant signi� cant challenges 

for the project to overcome. 
Hundreds of islands con-
tribute to a coastline of 
approximately 2,500km – 15 
per cent of Scotland’s total. 
More than 7,500 freshwater 
lochs – around 24 per cent 
of Scotland’s total – helped 
invasive mink grow to dense 
populations rarely reached in 

their native North America. 
SNH area manager for Argyll 
and the Outer Hebrides David 
Maclennan said: ‘Invasive 
species are one of the greatest 
threats to the beauty and 
variety of our nature. But 
the Hebridean mink project 
shows we can take on invasive 
species and win. 

‘It is fantastic to start 
welcoming back our native 
species. A range of factors 
are likely to be at play, but 
local people are telling us a 
mink-free Outer Hebrides is 
having a hugely positive e� ect 
on wildlife and the economy.’

Murray Macleod, of tourist 
boat provider SeaTrek, said: 
‘Boat operators are already 
starting to see the results of 
the mink project. We have 
changed our tourist routes 
this year because in places 
where there used to be no 
bird populations to view, we 
are now seeing colonies of 

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

terns with chicks. It’s been an 
incredible boost to local tour-
ism and, of course, you can’t 
top the delight on visitors’ 
faces when they see our native 
birds thriving.’

� e introduction of mink 
in Scotland has been directly 
connected to the fur industry 
established in the 1950s.

In the Outer Hebrides, fur 
farms on Lewis went out of 
business in the 1960s and 
feral populations became 
established. Small-scale con-
trol carried out by sporting 
estates and an attempt by 
SNH to prevent the mink 
population spreading south 
had limited e� ect. By 1999, 
breeding populations of mink 
were established on North 
Uist and Benbecula. To date, 
2,198 mink have been caught, 
with only two non-breeding 
females and associated males 
caught in Lewis and Harris in 
the past 18 months.



Lochaber Times
Thursday 12 July 2018 NEWS  17

LT

Remedial work is being 
carried out at Kinlochleven 
High School campus during 
the summer holidays.

� e work will involve the 
installation of additional wall 
ties and associated making 
good of the render.

� ere are no safety 
concerns and the work has 
been scheduled to minimise 
impact on the school.

Working in close co-op-
eration with � e Highland 
Council, Alpha Schools 
(Highland) Ltd, owner of 
Kinlochleven Campus, says it 
is committed to maintaining 
the highest standards in its 
estate and providing quality 
facilities.

� e work will be carried 
out at no additional cost to 
the taxpayer. 

Cats’ welfare charity Cats 
Protection is hoping to 
attract more volunteers for 
two branches covering Fort 
William, Ardnamurchan 
and Mull.

� e charity needs people 
to help with fostering cats, 
fundraising, data man-
agement and serving on 
committees.

‘I’d encourage anyone 
who loves cats and who 
would like to help the 
charity to contact us to � nd 
out more about helping 
cats in the area,’ said Lona 
Johnson, area branch 
development manager for 
the Highlands and Islands. 

‘Volunteering for Cats 
Protection is a rewarding 
experience because it gives 
you the opportunity to be 
part of a worthwhile cause. 
Volunteers gain a lot of 
satisfaction from giving 
unwanted cats a second 
chance in life.’

‘We are a new but very 
enthusiastic branch,’ added 
Paul Rigby, branch co-ordi-
nator for Fort William, ‘and 
we need more volunteers 
to help as many cats as we 
can.’

For more information, 
or to volunteer call 03000 
121212 or email bsusne@
cats.org.uk

Wall repair 
work starts at 
Kinlochleven 
Campus

On prowl for volunteers

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Lochaber Environmental 
Group recently held its � rst 
bike revival event at its new-
ly-opened bike repair shed at 
Claggan.

Equipped with new tools, 
the environmental group 
now has volunteers able 
to o� er free bike health 
checks at the Green� ngers 
Community Garden next to 
Claggan Park.

� e group’s community 
bike trainees Hannah, Liam 
and Scott have � nished 
their training with Dougie 
from Nevis Cycles and can 
now help cyclists with bike 
problems.

� ey o� er a Dr Bike check 
and can teach basic repair 
and maintenance skills,  ad-
vise on setting up bikes, help 
� x minor problems such as  
� at tyres and explain what 
needs to be done to keep it 
working in the future.

First bike revival event 
gets cyclists on road 

Scott Dibsdale, Hannah Richardson, 
Christine Roilin and Liam Hutson. Photograph: Iain 
Ferguson, alba.photos

Charity Cats’ Protection wants to hear from 
people willing to foster cats.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber Environmental 
group is looking for old bikes 
to be donated to the bike 
shed. 

Any old bikes will refur-
bished by the team to get 

them back on the road. � e 
team is attending the Vegan 
Fair on Saturday July 21 at 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church to o� er more bike 
help and advice.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, simply 

send it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, 
post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB or hand it in to our o�  ces in 
Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or in High Street, Fort 

At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that 
mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is factually 
incorrect, please email: editor@obantimes.
co.uk; telephone on 01631 568000; or write 
the Editor at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on 
this page. However we reserve the right to 
shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime phone number is also 
required for veri� cation. Anonymous letters 
or those supplied without a contact phone 
number will not be printed. 
Please email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write 
to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Ditching of hydro 
plans is welcome
There is little doubt remaining these 
days about the increasing importance of, 
and necessity for, clean, green energy.

And Scotland has some of the most 
ambitious targets anywhere in the world 
for conversion to renewable sources of 
power. We also have the bene� t of being 
blessed with the potential to realise 
these ambitions.

Principal among the possible sources 
of green energy are hydro schemes, such 
as that proposed for the remote Glen 
Dessary Estate, at the head of remote 
Loch Arkaig in Lochaber, by developer 
Innogy Renewables UK Ltd.

By all accounts, Innogy representatives 
were taken aback by the level of 
unhappiness from residents and 
councillors at a meeting in the autumn, 
called by Achnacarry Bunarkaig and 
Clunes Community Group.

As we report this week, many of those 
who attended that meeting were clearly 
in favour of renewable energy but were 
put o�  by a previous Innogy scheme 
at the eastern end of Loch Arkaig the 
previous year.

Coupled to that was opposition 
from Scottish Natural Heritage, whose 
conservation experts voiced concerns. 
The SNH opposition should come as 
little surprise given that the Loch Arkaig 
area is a haven for wildlife and is home 
to species including black grouse, 
pine martens, red deer, sea eagles, 
golden eagles, ospreys, red squirrels and 
wildcat.

On balance, Innogy has made the 
correct decision in withdrawing its 
proposal for this site.

Railway bridge at 
Glencruitten is dangerous
� e rail bridge at Glencruitten is in a danger-
ous state of corrosion and has deteriorated so 
badly it is now at the point that both main un-
der-beams supporting both rails have rotted 
through with large holes.

I have contacted ScotRail and I believe there 
is a speed restriction at this point for trains 
but the only way forward a� er years of neglect 
and complacency is to repair the bridge, cre-
ating more work locally.

Also the main road/rail bridge near the � re 
station in Oban has been hit many times due 
to the fact that there are no height restriction 
signs at either side of the main road to warn 
oncoming high vehicles.

All you hear is that ‘the situation is being 
monitored’.

Stephen Jones,
Burnside Place, Oban.

Where can visitors park 
overnight in Oban?
I have recently attended the Round Mull Yacht 
Race.

Myself and many others really struggled to 
� nd anywhere within reasonable walking dis-
tance to the North Pier transit ferry to Kerrera 
where I could legally park my car overnight.

� e swimming pool car park is only place I 
could � nd but it was over� owing.

One used to be able to park down by Oban 
Sailing Club but that is now charged on an 
hourly basis.

I was told of behind the St Columba’s 
Cathedral, but was confronted by an obvious 
no overnight parking warning.

I have no issues paying for my overnight 
parking, I just need somewhere to actually 
park.

I would suggest something should be 
considered to alleviate this issue.  If there is 
no space in town then create park and ride 
scheme from somewhere further out of town.

If the council does nothing, then people will 
not visit, stay in or use the town.

Ian Wormald,
by email.

Harbour trust is needed in 
the interests of all bay users
� ere’s no doubt that Oban is a busy harbour 
that needs safe management but CalMac’s 
ferries are not the only show in town.

� ere is a developing tra�  c in cruise vessels, 
large and small, many � shing vessels, almost 
countless yachts enticed by the new pontoons 
as well as the Northern Lighthouse Board 
and RNLI activities. It is vital for its ongoing 
vitality that the harbour’s operation is not 
dominated by the requirements of just one 
user.

Argyll and Bute Council, the existing 
harbour authority, should take some responsi-
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bility. If the council is disinclined or unable to 
look a� er the bay, then it should move quickly 
to establish a local harbour trust so the bay can 
operate safely and e� ectively into the future.

A suitably constituted harbour trust will 
re� ect the interests of all users of the bay. � e 
bay should be run for the bene� t of the whole 
town, not just for the convenience of a single 
operator.

Derek Wilkinson,
Lora House Upper, Connel.

Numerous issues cause 
anger on the islands
I am still receiving lots of justi� able complaints 
about the terrible condition of Manse� eld Road 
in Port Ellen and the hospital road in Bowmore.

With long overdue roadworks going on across 
Islay and the rest of the Kintyre and Islands 
ward, it is only fair that these roads are not 
ignored.

� e condition of the Bruichladdich toilets con-
tinues to be raised by residents as painting and 
other maintenance desperately needs to be done.

Having our facilities in this condition is not 
only unpleasant for all those who use them 

but is a terrible advert for Bruichladdich with 
so many tourists visiting and having to use 
the toilets. Since contacting the appropriate 
department I have been informed that repairs 
and maintenance are planned for the toilets.

Some recent street lighting repairs have le�  
a lot to be desired. While a quick � x is better 
than nothing, many of these need to be looked 
at again.

BT Openreach sta�  on Islay are expanding 
our internet capabilities. I have contacted BT 
to make sure that the recent issues with phone 
lines in some households are not a result of the 
broadband upgrades.

As well as attending the most recent council 
meeting in Kilmory, I met depute leader of 
the council Gary Mulvaney and spoke about 
the challenges facing Kintyre and the islands 
when it comes to our crumbling infrastruc-
ture alongside our growing industrial output 
due to the success of distilleries on Islay and 
Jura.

I also spoke directly to constituents in 
Tarbert a� er a number, some of whom are 
business owners, contacted me about the re-
cent sewage on Harbour Street due to blocked 
drains. Scottish Water was under � re from 
locals because its slow response and lack of 
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William. This week’s photograph is sent 
to us by Rosie Robinson from Taynuilt, 
who said it show ‘an amazing display of 
noctilucent cloud over Taynuilt tonight 
(July 3)’.

USEFUL CONTACTS
POLICE
999 or 101
FIRE
999
Oban: 01631 569995
Fort William: 01397 707670
HOSPITALS
Lorn & Islands Hospital
01631 567500
Belford Hospital: 
01397  702481
NHS 24
111 or 0845 424 2424
NEW HOPE
2 Soroba Road
01631 565730
LOCHABER FOODBANK
01397 700212 
or 07421 087463
DENTAL
Oban: 01631 567500
Fort William: 
01397 709865  
SOCIAL WORK
Oban (out of hours):

01631 566491 
or 01631 569712
Fort William: 0845 601 4813 
(child); 0800 902 0042 (adult)
RAPE CRISIS
Oban: 01631 567190 
(Wednesday to Friday)
ADDICTION SUPPORT
Oban: 01631 571294
Fort William: 01397 700944
Drinkline: 0800 7314 314
CHILDLINE SCOTLAND
0800 1111
CHILD DEATH HELPLINE
0800 282 986 
or 0808 800 6019
VICTIM SUPPORT
 08 08 16 89 111
SAMARITANS
08457 90 90 90
ALZHEIMER SCOTLAND
0808 808 3000
Oban: 01631 570614
WOMEN’S AID
Oban: 01631 567089

BREATHING SPACE
0800 83 85 87
SHELTER SCOTLAND
0808 800 4444
SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Boots, George Street, 
Oban: 01631 562517
ROADS
Defect on trunk road: 
0800 028 1414
Other: www.argyll-bute. 
gov.uk/road-faults
LIGHTING
Report a lighting fault: 
0800 37 3635
Defect on trunk route: 
01738 448600
ELECTRICITY
Power cut? Call 105; North 
of Scotland: 0800 072 7282
GAS
Scottish Gas: 0800 111 999
WATER
Scottish Water Customer  
Helpline: 0800 0778 778

� ar nam bliadhnaichean 
bidh sibhse, mar a dh’èirich 
dhomh � ìn, air coin-
neachadh ri neach neo dhà aig 
am bheil an aon cheann-latha 
breith, ach bidh eòlas agaibh 
air fada bharrachd a rugadh 
air an aon bhliadhna ribh. 

Ach ‘s e ‘s dòcha an t-adh-
bhar moite as motha is còir 
a bhith aig cuid againn gun 
do thachair gun d’ rugadh 
sinn san aon bhliadhna 
ri Seirbheis Nàiseanta na 
Slàinte agus gum bheil an 
t-sochair ionmholta sin air a 
bhith gar dìon fad ar beatha. 

� igeadh dhuinn mar shl-
uagh feadh Bhreatainn seall-
tainn air ais air an t-seachdad 
bliadhna seirbheis sin le moit 
agus buidheachas.

Nach tric a theirear nach 
ionndrainn sinn rud chun 
an caill sinn e, agus cha 
mhotha a chuireas tu luach 
air rud chun am bheil thu na 
eisimeil! 

Sin mar a tha seirbheis 
nàiseanta na slàinte againne, 
agus ged nach leig thu leas 
siubhal fada gun ghearan a 
chluinntinn neo a leughadh 
ma deidhinn ‘s e � anais na 
mòr-chuid gum bheil sinn 
air leth fortanach a leithid a 
bhith againn. 

Cha b’ aithne dhomh � ìn 
ach aon sheann-phàrant, 
athair m’ athar, oir bha mo 
sheanair eile agus mo dhà 
sheanmhair air caochladh 
mun d’ rugadh mi. Fhuair 
mi mach gur e aillse de 

chaochladh seòrsa a chur às 
daibh uile agus tha cuimhne 
agam air piuthar m’ athar 
a’ bruidhinn air mar a bha 
an t-adhartas ann an eòlas 
slàinte agus leigheas fo sheir-
bheis na slàinte air barrachd 
saoghail a thoirt dhan dithis 
bhoireannach sin. 

Chan eil eòlas a bheir bàrr 
air fèin-� iosrachadh agus 
tha cuimhne agam air an 
latha san deach innse dhomh 
gun robh aillse orm � ìn. 

Bha an naidheachd mar 
chlach às na speuran agus 
chan eil mi a’ smaoineachadh 
gum biodh duine nach biodh 
eagallach, mar a bha mise 
cuideachd. 

Ach thog proifeiseantaich 
na seirbheis mo mhisneachd, 
a’ dèanamh soilleir dhomh 
gum bheil leigheas air ìocsh-
laint sam bith gu mòr an urra 
ri rùn an euslaintich buaidh a 
thoirt. 

Cha robh, nam eòlas, na 
daoine sin idir a’ gabhail 

orra � èin a bhith uile-chum-
hachdach ach bha iad bro-
snachail, fritheilteach, agus 
coibhneil.

� a iomadh rud ‘s dòcha a 
dh’iarramaid a leasachadh 
a thaobh seirbheis na slàinte 
agus gu follaiseach tha feum 
air barrachd maoin a chur 
rithe, ach chan eil teagamh 
nach iad an luchd-obrach 
a tha cho dìcheallach agus 
dìleas dhan cuid obrach 
agus dhan t-sluagh a tha iad 
a’ frithealadh am pàirt as 
luachmhoire den t-seirbheis. 

Meal-an-naidheachd air 
seachdad bliadhna dhan 
t-seirbheis ma-thà, agus mìle 
taing dhan h-uile neach a 
bha, is a tha, ga dèanamh cho 
sònraichte!

Our National Health Service 
is surely one of British 
Government’s greatest 
achievements and we should 
look back with considerable 
pride at 70 years of extraordi-
nary progress. 

While reorganisation 
and extra resources are 
unquestionably and urgently 
required to maintain and 
develop this vital bene� t, 
we must also acknowledge 
and publicly thank the many 
thousands, past and present, 
whose commitment and skill 
have made it great.

Ailean Caimbeul(Allan 
Campbell) ailean@

obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

The Oban Times 
is the best-selling 
weekly newspaper in 
the Highlands and is 
distributed via 1,742 
newsagents every 
week.
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progress in addressing problems. I have made 
my anger clear to Scottish Water.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Ulva cost about as much as 
Neymar’s wee toe
As a football fan and proud Scot, I am loving 
the World Cup and looking forward with cer-
tainty to us being there in Qatar in 2022.

Maybe the wonderful Brazilian Neymar 
will have a Scottish granny, switch to us, and 
sign for Hearts. � ey would likely have to top 
the $263 million PSG paid up front for him, 
with the eventual cost reaching $528 million.

In sterling, the fee was about £401 million 
which equals 100 Ulva community buy-outs. 
Or that Ulva cost the same as Neymar’s wee toe.

� e di� erence is that Neymar and the gilded 
football elite seem to be on another planet, 
whereas the money spent to secure hope, 
con� rm tenancies and business, and allow 
another part of Scotland to live again is in the 
real world.

� rough the Scottish Land Fund supporting 
community-led buy-outs for relatively small 

amounts, people, especially the young, have a 
real stake in the future.

Yes, there are many competing priorities for 
government support but these, once-in-a-life-
time, opportunities to put such a basic resource 
as land into the hands of those who live  there, 
and will soon live there, cannot be let go.

And when communities thrive again on islands 
and in glens, empowered people will demand 
the modern connectivity that a grown-up and 
independent populace should expect.

� e alternative is continued depopulation, 
an exodus of young people, and a pipe dream 
that it will all just get better if Neymar has a 
Scottish granny.

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Oban.

What are the long-term 
intentions of NHS Highland?
I was delighted to read in the Lochaber Times 
(June 21) that a� er a year of campaigning, Dail 
Mhor House care home in Strontian has opened 
its doors to residents for the � rst time in almost 
a year.

However, nobody should be fooled that this 
was some sort of gesture of magnanimity 
by NHS Highland towards the people of the 
communities of Ardnamurchan. It was most 
certainly not. NHSH has been trying to engineer 
the closure of this vital facility for a few years 
now. It was forced to step back on the previous 
occasion and has been so forced again.

On this occasion, great credit must go to the 
e� orts of the Joint Communities Group and 
to local councillor Andrew Baxter for their 
tenacity, but special thanks are due to former 
councillor Dr Michael Foxley, whose letters to 
the press exposed the actions of NHS Highland 
to be illegal. Without Dr Foxley’s contribution, 
it is doubtful whether NHSH would have been 
held to account.

Despite this ‘good news’, however, I am still 
very suspicious regarding the long-term inten-
tions of NHS Highland. I feel that it has bought 
the communities o�  with its o� er of ‘respite 
facilities’. 

If it can run the home with residential respite 
beds, then it can run it with permanent resi-
dential beds. While there is a growing need for 
respite facilities, these should not be provided 
at the expense of the even more important per-
manent facilities. � e families of those elderly 
people who need permanent residential care are 
the ones with the greatest need of the care home 
to be nearby. It is these families who, since the 
closure of permanent residential facilities at Dail 
Mhor, have been faced with impossibly long 
journeys to visit their loved ones in Fort William.

� is campaign cannot be judged as successful 
until Dail Mhor House is returned to full 
residential facilities with increased numbers of 
beds to cater for what is only going to become in-
creased demand for both permanent and respite  
beds. NHSH cannot be allowed to get away with 
taking the heat o�  itself with its o� er of ‘beads 
for the natives’.

Alan � omson,
� e Old Barn, Kilcamb Paddock, Strontian.
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ARDGOUR

SPEAN BRIDGE

Organisations in Ardgour are working 
together to get gravestones in the village's 
churchyard made safe.

Ardgour Area Fund and Ardgour 
Community Council are providing around 
half of the £3,400 needed.

Ardgour Parish Church will meet the bal-
ance but says it would welcome further contri-
butions from local organisations, families or 
individuals.

Highland Council is also providing support.

Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry     
Community Council
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council held its July meeting at 
Kilmonivaig Church Hall last week.

Present: John Fotheringham, Brian Donald, 
Dana MacLennan, Liz Fotheringham, 
Ross MacLennan, Ian Langley and Peter 
Mackintosh, Highland councillors Allan 
Henderson and Dennis Rixson and one mem-
ber of the public.

� e chairman apologised for not thanking 
Brian Donald at last month’s annual general 
meeting for his � ve years’ service as treasurer. 
His commitment, attention to detail and meas-
ured comments have been most appreciated 
and the community council looks forward to 
his contributions for the foreseeable future.

Minutes of the meetings held on June 5 and 
June 19 were approved.

Highland Council: Ian Bruce-Low suggest-
ed the community council compile a list of 
local road defects and send it to him prior to a 
meeting with the chairman.

He is currently investigating issues at the 
bridge at the bend at Glen Gloy and vehic-
ular access to the old road adjacent to the 
Commando Memorial.
 � e waiting restriction order for the junc-

tion of Altour Road and Morrison Avenue and 
the implementation of 20’s Plenty for Upper 
Inverroy should be in place in the coming 
months.

When reporting problems councillors and 
residents should include a photograph and 
precise location.
 BEAR Scotland has continued to slowly 

progress outstanding matters and the latest 
report has been circulated. � e new drain 

outside Spean Lodge has � nally been built but 
the absence of rain recently means it has not 
been tested fully.
 � e community council has received 

advance warning of overnight A82 closures 
between Tarbet and Crianlarich between 
Sunday September 2 and September 27, ex-
cluding Friday and Saturday nights, from 7pm 
to 6am, and a convoy system at Derrydarroch 
between Inverarnan and Crianlarich at the 
end of August.
 Councillor Allan Henderson arranged for 

a meeting between the chairman and Carron 
McDiarmid, head of policy and reform includ-
ing ward management, to try and � nd a solu-
tion to the impasse about last year’s rejected 
ward discretionary application for Christmas 
parties.

Ms McDiarmid apologised and conceded 
the application and subsequent correspond-

ence should, and could have, been handled 
more sympathetically. She also admitted the 
proposal contained in Margaret Davidson’s 
letter of January 19, 2017 should have been im-
plemented, but as a consequence of the com-
munity council’s complaint she had tasked 
two ward managers to examine the current 
instructions on ward discretionary funding 
and produce amendments for discussion at 
the ward manager’s meeting in Fort William 
on July 13. She hoped to be able to implement 
the changes shortly therea� er.

In the light of this admission it was agreed 
the community council should close the 
matter.
 � e June 22 meeting of the Bus Users 

Group was attended by � ve local residents, 
Ian Langley and the chairman. Concern was 
expressed about the deterioration in the Roy 
Bridge bus service since Stagecoach’s decision 

to close its Caol Garage. Mike Cooper of 
Highland Council promised to investigate 
a� er it was revealed the 10.15am bus from Roy 
Bridge that day had failed to operate but con-
� rmed Shiel Buses would take over on Monday 
July 2 until a new contractor is announced.

Subsequently the chairman was informed 
Stagecoach had failed to run any of its 
contracted Roy Bridge services on June 22 
and immediately contacted Robert Andrew, 
managing director of Stagecoach Scotland, 
and Mike Cooper. He received assurances 
Stagecoach would run every contracted ser-
vice until June 30 and that Highland Council 
would extract � nancial penalties for failures 
to date.

Peter Knight of Citylink will examine 
whether it might be possible to divert some of 
its winter services to and from Inverness via 
Roy Bridge.

Sta�  and pupils of Little Learners Nursery 
in Inverlochy waved goodbye to children 
entering into primary one at school in 
August with a graduation ceremony, 
complete with gowns and scrolls. 

Some of the children have been at the 

nursery since they were six to nine months. 
Sta�  told the audience of parent and relatives 
that it had been a pleasure looking a� er 
them and quite an emotional time seeing 
them move on, before wishing them every 
success at primary school.

Left to right: Eilidh Ross, Ella Sutherland, Rowan Sutherland 
and Isaa Sweeney.  Missing from the photograph are Daniel 
Jordan, Layna Henderson and Lilia Samler. Photograph: Iain 
Ferguson, Alba.photos.

Little Learners 
say farewell
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s
 � e Scottish Six Days Trial has not long gone 
and, as the bikers kick-start our tourist season, 
here are a few of the verbal exchanges between 
recent visitors to Lochaber and the long-suf-
fering, but smiling, sta�  of Fort William and 
Lochaber Tourist O�  ce. 

For example, the hungry Americans who 
called in, desperate to � nd a fast food outlet, 
and asked ‘Is there a McDonald’s in Glencoe’?
 Aye the o�  ce personnel have plenty of gentle 
tales to tell about the ‘towrists’. 

� ere were the two elderly visitors from 
France who had a strange request. ‘Where 
can we � nd a souvenir shop in Fort William 
because we have to buy presents for our grand-
children and we haven’t seen any gi�  shops in 
this town’? Honest.
 Not to be outdone, a holidaymaker from 
south Britain presented herself at the counter, 
brandishing a lea� et which advised that a 
‘Cambodian Dance Troupe’ would be per-
forming in Fort William. 

Her query was: ‘Is that proper Scotch danc-
ing, then?’ 

� e ‘towrist’ was advised, politely, that it 
was ‘Cambodian dancing’. � e visitor pursued 
with: ‘What’s that, then? Is it not proper Scotch 
dancing’? 

Back came the patient response: ‘No. It’s 
Cambodian dancing from Cambodia’. To 
which the enquirer had the last word: ‘Oh, 
where’s that, then’?
 � en, among the phone calls was this 
request: ‘We’re looking for 400 beds – and we 
don’t mind being split up.’ 
It was followed, in June, by: ‘Does your 
information pack include a weather forecast 
for September?' � e response was September 
would be sunny.
 Next on the line was a query about making 
‘a reservation on the Corran Ferry’. Answer: 
‘You’ll have to phone Highland Regional 
Council on the following number....’ 

Said the caller: ‘� e High...Land Re...Gional 
Council, did you say? Is that the name of the 
ferry, then? Just as well he wasn’t told it was 
mv Rosehaugh. 

� at would have taken a while longer to sort 
out.
 And � nally – but almost inexplicably – on 
tourism, I o� er you the following: ‘Hello, 
Fort William Tourist O�  ce, how can I help 
you’? ‘Hullo, is that the Fort William Tourist 

O�  ce’? ‘Yes it is, can I help you?’  ‘Oh, can you 
tell me the number, then?’ 
‘You’ve just dialled it, sir.’ ‘Have I? Was that 
the number?’ ‘Yes and I’m in the tourist o�  ce 
answering it.’ ‘Oh, I see. So it was your number, 
then. Okay, that’s � ne. � ank you very much. 
Goodbye.’
 � ere are currently plenty shining examples 
of the Clean Up Fort William Campaign, if 
only for the Queen’s visit. 

And all proprietors of High Street premises, 
the rear of which are in Middle Street, are 
being urged by Highland Region planners ‘to 
refurbish and decorate the backsides of the 
buildings’. 

So, isn’t it a ironic one former shop at the top 
of Station Square at the West End which has 
seen business action for opticians, electricians 
and dairy, has been allowed to fall into desue-
tude and is not being done up? 

Especially as it now belongs to – Highland 
Region! 

� e former shop is directly involved in the 
now decided line of the North Service Road. 
But, as that questionable addition to the town’s 
arteries may not happen for yonks, is it too 
much to expect Highland Regional Council to 
get out the plaster and paint and cover over at 
last some of the cracks in its property? If not 
for the Queen, then for the locals. 

Maybe the region doesn’t know it is its build-
ing, considering the planning department 
handbook, issued by that font of all wisdom in 
Inverness, contains a map which clearly shows 
Ballachulish where locals always knew Onich 
to be. 

It seems the planners have altered the loca-
tions of both villages – without the bene� t of 
planning permission.
 Meanwhile, Lochaber District Council 
workmen, perhaps pre-empting the Plantation 
� sh farm syndicate, have arrived on site to dig 
huge holes in two of the most well kept gardens 
in Wallace Place. 

‘What the blazes is going on?’ was the valid 
question posed by householders. And they 
were very concerned. � e council response? 
‘� ere’s to be an inspection of the foundations. 
Someone will be along to look at them in a 
fortnight.’
 Finally, now we have a � ne new wall – again 
– at the top of Fassifern Road, the ‘local au-
thority’ has added its own � nal touch. A new 
sign has appeared, proclaiming ‘Fass Fern 
Road’. 

Fassfern Road, okay. Fassifern Road, okay. 
But three four-letter words? Not okay.

Community councillors say while they sup-
port proposals for a giant pumped storage 
hydro scheme at Coire Glas, they would want 
to see extensive planning conditions before 
fully backing the proposal.

At last week’s July meeting of Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Community 
Council, chairman John Fotheringham 
circulated the proposed submission on behalf 
of the community council on the planning 
application from energy supplier SSE.

� e planning conditions the community 
council would wish to see are:
 A limit on the number of vehicles using the 

A82 daily to and from the site.
 � e provision of an alternative pedestrian 

crossing over the River Spean in Spean Bridge 
if the extra tra�  c generated exceeds 100 HGVs 
daily.
 Annual inspections of the A82 and A86 

trunk roads and immediate restitution of any 
damage.
 � e inclusion of the community council or 

Highland councillors in any tra�  c movement 
meetings, including the Caledonian Canal.
 Assurances that loading of the barges 

in Loch Lochy will not create excessive 
noise and dust. Night time movements to be 
discouraged.
 Any diversion of the Great Glen Way dur-

ing the construction period should be above 
the treeline.
 A tra�  c management system at North 

Laggan to avoid a bottle neck and congestion 
at North Laggan.
 � e frequency and rate of Loch Lochy level 

� uctuation set to an acceptable level by the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency. 

 � e chairman is currently in negotiations 
with SSE about the community council area 
bene� ting from the Stronelairg Windfarm 
Fund in recognition of the inconvenience 
caused during construction. � ese discussions 
are at an advanced stage and SSE hopes to 
make an announcement before the autumn.
 Duncan Mackison of Jahama Highland 

Estates has not yet responded to the com-
munity council’s request to con� rm it will 
continue to pay community bene� t to the 
ABC Group following its acquisition of Green 
Highland Renewables. � e chairman has now 
written to Liam McLoone of the ABC Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) 
requesting now the Loch Arkaig Micro Hydro 
Schemes are generating electricity and paying 
community bene� t, that these funds are paid 
in their entirety for the foreseeable future 
to the community council’s SCIO as per the 
agreement of December 24, 2012.
 Ian Langley of the resilience committee 

reported he had an interesting meeting with 
� e Wards Manager which had proved fruit-
ful. He was planning a public consultation for 
September.

New name for community council: as no 
suitable names had been forthcoming, it was 
decided to retain the existing name.

AGM: � e annual general meeting of 
Highland Small Communities Housing Trust 
will be held September 14 and, in keeping 
with their Memorandum of Association, the 
six community directors must stand down. 
� e community council nominated John 
Fotheringham, who is currently a community 
director, for election at the annual general 
meeting.

Correspondence: Rik Eppens had advised 
paths on his estate were being repaired and 
were therefore closed to the public. Although 
warning notices had been posted, he would 
appreciate if we assisted by warning local 
residents. Rik and the chairman will meet 
shortly to discuss Jahama Highland Estate’s 
power generation plans for both their and 
Rik’s Woodland Estate, and possible grid 
connection along the Puggy Line.
 � e Community Council appears to 

have been unwittingly drawn into a dispute 
between Clunes residents and the Forestry 
Commission. � e latter has apologised for 
any o� ence caused which appears to have 
been the result of a number of di� erent bodies 
being involved. � e Forestry Commission has 
agreed to send a representative to update the 
community council on current developments 
at the meeting on Tuesday September 4.
 � e community council agreed to nomi-

nate the Lochaber winter gritting crews for 
the Highland Council Quality Awards 2018. 
It was decided the community council would 
not take the customary summer break, due 
to a number of important matters including 
planning needing prompt action. � e next 
meeting will be on Tuesday August 7 at 7pm 
in Kilmonivaig Parish Church Hall.
 For the past few years, the community 

council has had a sub-committee to oversee 
planning applications.  It consisted of the 
chairman, Sandy Edmond and Mike Tonks. 
It was agreed to appoint the chairman, Brian 
Donald and Ross MacLennan as the replace-
ment sub-committee. � e chairman thanked 
Sandy and Mike for their commitment.

Councillors back Coire Glas 
scheme with conditions

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com
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NW Skye  2
Mallaig 4

Ross Cup quarter � nal

LT

GOLF

FOOTBALL

A 12-hole Stableford competition was played at 
Fort William Golf Club on Tuesday June 26 with the 
following result: 1 Stephen Howden, 27 points; 2 Rusty 
Duncan, 26 points BIH; 3 John Ferguson, 26 points.

The Neil Hardie Cup was played on Saturday June 30. 
Results: 1 Cal Brown, 40 points; 2 Steven Jamieson, 38 
points BIH; 3 Neil Worsdall, 38 points.

The Storm Roo� ng Stableford was played on Sunday 
July 1. Results: 1 Frank Sweeney, 40 points; 2 Ronald 
MacDonald, 39 points (BIH); 3 Alex Stewart, 39 points.

Results of the 12-hole Stableford played on Tuesday 
July 3 were: 1 Martin Kerr, 32 points; 2 Alan Overend, 29 
points; 3 Kevin Hickman, 28 points.

Ladies: On Sunday July 1 the Cameron Trophy 
Stableford competition was played with the following 
result: 1 Rosemary Macintyre, 40 points; 2 Helen Brian, 
27 points.

A 12-hole Stableford was played on Tuesday July 13. 
Results: 1 Kathleen Leitch, 24 points; 2 Hazel Cameron, 
18 points.

Results from Fort 
William Golf Club

Fort William Golf Club.

Mallaig ‘grind 
out’ victory in 
cup quarter fi nal

Mallaig FC sealed their place 
in the Ross Cup semi-� nals 
a� er beating North West Skye 
4-2 on Saturday.

� is will be Mallaig’s second 
cup semi-� nal of the season.

For the second time in a 
week, Mallaig travelled to 
Portree to face North West 
Skye and they were looking to 
follow-up their 3-2 league vic-
tory against the island side.

A� er a tough start, Mallaig 
took the lead when confusion 
over a whistle led to a hand 
ball in the box and Andy 
Cunningham stepped up to 
score.

North West had a chance to 
get back into the game when 
a penalty was awarded for a 
challenge on the le�  hand side 
in the box. 

But Mallaig goalkeeper 
Aaron Milligan kept his cool 
to deny the penalty with a 
right footed save.

� is wouldn’t last long 
though as a break down in 
Mallaig play saw a cross come 
down the le�  hand side and it 
was well � nished into the top 
right corner leaving Milligan 
as a spectator.

With the score 1-1 at half-
time, Mallaig had more than 
they deserved. It had been a 
poor � rst half as they couldn’t 
settle, much to the credit of 
the home side.

In the second half, Mallaig 
came out slightly better and 
took the lead from a corner 
that wasn’t cleared. 

� e scorer remains in con-
tention but Mallaig lead 1-2.

Mallaig made some tactical 
changes and brought on Kyle 
Maclachan at right back for 
David Buick. 

Not long a� er the second, 

Mallaig added a third and 
a fourth goal through Tom 
Ben� eld. 

Mallaig had one foot in the 
semi � nal.

North West had passages of 
good play and found the net 
again a� er they were awarded 
their second penalty of the 
day from another hand ball in 
the box.

Mallaig manager Jamie 
MacGregor said: ‘Credit to 
North West Skye. � ey’re a 
good footballing side, played 
in the right way and they 
might well feel they deserved 

more from the game. From 
a Mallaig point of view, the 
performance isn’t one that 
will be remembered but the 
ability to grind out results 
when they aren’t playing well 
is certainly satisfying.’

� ere were stand out perfor-
mances from Marc Maclean 
and Tom Ben� eld but man 
of the match goes to Aaron 
Milligan.

Mallaig face Portree Juniors 
in the Ross Cup semi-� nal at 
home next Saturday.

Mallaig FC are in their second cup semi-� nal of the season.

Alistair Young pairs

Winners of the recent Alistair Young Balloted Pairs were, 
left to right, Eddie Downs and Peter Black who beat Ian 
Rodger and Wilson Thain at the Fort William Railway 
Bowling Green, Inverlochy. Photographs: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Mike McFall triples

Thirty bowlers took part in the Mike McFall Funeral 
Directors balloted triples at the Fort William Railway 
Bowling Green at Inverlochy. Jamie Manson, centre, 
director of the company, made the presentation to the 
winning team. Left to right: Liz Kennedy, Agnes Boyle and 
Mick Crichton, who were runners up, and winners Suzanna 
Williamson, Kevin Fraser and Kevin Douglas. 

Feathers � y at Oban 
doubles tournament
The � rst Oban Development Doubles tournament was 
held in Atlantis Leisure on Sunday June 24. 

Players came from Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness, 
Fort William, Crie� , Barra, Lochgilphead and Oban to 
take part.

With the men’s doubles getting under way � rst, it 
was Andrew Ironside and William Hyslop from Glasgow 
who clinched the title. Runners up were Kenneth Mann 
and Alan Love, Fort William, who beat Mark MacMillan, 
Lochaber, and Ryan McCuaig, Edinburgh/Mid Argyll, by 
a set in the round robin table.

The women’s doubles was a family a� air with mother 
and daughter against one another in the round robin 
� nale. 

Daughter Carla-Lousie MacKenzie, Oban, with her 
partner Denise Gemmell, Oban, beat mother Deborah 
Craig, Oban, and Susan Hunter, Inverness, 21-15, 20-22, 
21-14 in an entertaining � nal.

The mixed doubles � nal was a spectacular � nish 
to the day. William Hyslop, Glasgow, and Susan 
Hunter, Inverness, battled it out with Andrew Ironside, 
Glasgow, and Deborah Craig, Oban, for the last title of 
the day. After some very lengthy rallies, Andrew and 
Deborah prevailed winning a fantastic three set match 
(21-15 15-21 21-18) .

It has been decided to run another event later in 
the year. For more information about future events or 
to enquire about badminton in Oban, contact Oban 
Badminton Club’s Facebook page.

BADMINTON
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Ins and outs at Fort William FC
Continued from page 64
going on behind the scenes at 
the moment to take the club 
forward, on and o� the park, 
and I wish them all the best,’ 
Foggo added.

Foggo’s move follows the 
departure of fellow Fort 
youth product and top 
marksman Iain MacLellan 
who announced his transfer 
to Rothes in May.

�e new Fort William FC 
committee has responded 
swi�ly to these two high pro-
�le departures by securing 
the services of several ex-
perienced Highland League 
players.

�is week the club an-
nounced the arrival of former 
Inverness City and Rothes 
mid�elder Kevin MacKinnon 

to the squad, who has penned 
a two-year deal.

�e club has also signed  
experienced defender David 
McKillop on a two-year deal 
a�er he played a part in the 
team’s �nal few games of last 
season.

Adding to this, the club tied 
up a trio of local players at the 
end of June, all on two-year 
deals. With all three having 
previously played for the club 
in recent years, Scott Hunter, 
Ryan Henderson and Iain 
Macintyre are new manager 
Kris Anderson’s �rst three 
signings. 

Anderson was pleased to se-
cure their futures at the club 
and is delighted to have them 
on board again this season at 
Claggan park.

Club signs local trio

Former Inverness City and Rothes mid�elder Kevin 
MacKinnon joins Fort William FC. Defender David McKillop signs on a two-year deal. 

TENNIS

West Highland
Tennis Week
�e West Highland Tennis 
Championship took place in 
Oban last weekend for the 
47th year with players trav-
elling from as far as Texas to 
compete.

�e ‘unique’ tournament 
caters for competitors of all 
ages and abilities, with local 
competitions, under 18s and 
championship events.

Oban’s Gregor Brydon 
shone in the local events, 
Kirsty Robertson took 
home the prestigious ladies 
championship singles trophy  
and Nicolas Rosenzweig was 
crowned men’s champion.

Nicolas said: ‘I just want 

West Highland Tennis week winners.

to say thanks to Mary and 
everyone who makes this 
tournament possible.

‘I go to many tournaments 
across the world and this is 
one of the most welcoming.’

Referee Colin Alanbidge, 
who �rst played in the tour-
nament in 1977, said: ‘�e 
West Highland tournament 
is unique.

‘A lot of the time tourna-
ments are restricted to certain 
age groups.

‘�e players feel they get 
looked a�er here and their 
play is appreciated compared 
to the fairly banal settings 
they usually experience.

‘It’s important events 
like this are supported and 
maintained.’

�e tournament is support-
ed by many local businesses 
and organisations. 

One of the main sponsors 
is the Rotary Club of Oban, 
which handed over a £600 
cheque last week.

Iain MacIntyre said: ‘We 
are delighted. It promotes the 
town. We have been doing it 
for years and our contribu-
tion this year is £600 towards 
the running costs.’

Events started on July 1 with 
the Argyll Day. Local events 
continued on Monday and 
Tuesday with mix and match 
competitions and handicap 
singles.

Craig �omson won the 

Oban Rotary Club’s Iain MacIntyre hands over a £600 cheque to help with tournament running costs.

boys under 18 singles and 
Kirsty Robertson won the 
girls under 18s singles.

Nicolas Rosenzweig and 
Daniel Gunn were champions 
in the men’s doubles category, 
while Lisa Munro and Jodie 
McLelland were the best 
women.

�e mixed doubles was won 
by Ethan Cook and Krystal 
Smith.

In the local events, the 
Argyll day men’s singles win-
ner was Gregor Brydon.

�e ladies winner was 
Melissa Oatts, while Willie 
Gemmell and Inez Cordeiro 
took home the mixed doubles 
trophy.

�e mix and match event on 
Monday was won by E Swann 
and F Campbell.

�e Tennis Tuesday winners 
were J Kelly, M Croarkin and 
E Swann.

�e Wimbledon Wednesday 
tournament was won by 
Gregor Brydon.

Junior events took place 
throughout the week and 20 
primary school pupils took 
part in a ‘challenge and fun 
event’ and all participants 
went home with a medal.

Secondary school pupils 
also got involved, with 
Morgan Gemmill winning 
the junior boys cateogry.

Rory Dowd was the 
senior boys winner and the 
girls champion was Kirsty 
MacArthur.
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Tangerine Terrors triumph in Oban

Winners of the 2018 D & K Cup Tournament - Dundee United.                                                                                  Tournament report and photographs: Derek Black.

Oban Saints got their prepa-
rations for the 2018 /19 season 
under way last Saturday with 
the 25th playing of their 
annual tournament kindly 
sponsored by D&K La�erty 
Contractors Ltd. 

Once again the tournament 
attracted top quality par-
ticipants: regulars Dundee 
United, St Johnstone and 
trophy holders Hamilton 
Academical who, together 
with hosts Oban Saints and 
tournament debutants St 
Anthony’s, entertained the 
large crowd of spectators to 
a feast of football in glorious 
weather at Moss�eld and 
Glencruitten.

Due mainly to their early in-
volvement in the SPFL League 
Cup, Dundee United and St 
Johnstone were represented 
by players from their former 
Under 20’s Development 
League teams who will now 
compete for places in the new-
style reserve league. Holders 
Hamilton Academical 
brought their all-conquering 
Scottish Football Association 
Elite Under 17 League squad 
who remained unbeaten 
throughout last season’s 
league title win. �e Accies 
youngsters’ success has been 
rewarded with a place in the 
prestigious 2018/19 UEFA 
Youth League where they 
will rub shoulders with con-
temporaries from Chelsea, 
Hertha BSC, Montpellier and 
Olympiakos in a bid to wres-
tle the trophy from current 
holders Barcelona.

Director of Accies Youth 
Academy George Cairns was 
understandably delighted 
to qualify for the UEFA 
Youth League and, in an 
interview with the Hamilton 
Academical website, said: ‘It’s 
a fantastic achievement and 
we’re really proud to be in-
volved in such an illustrious 
competition. You only have 
to look at some of the names 
we’ll be in the hat alongside 
to realise the magnitude of 
the achievement.’

Keith Millar has decided to hang up his boots after 25 
years playing with Oban Saints during which he won 
amateur international honours representing Scotland. 
Keith also played for Fort William for a couple of seasons. 
The club presented him with a special Shona Dunn-de-
signed plaque and a bottle of his favourite tipple. 

The Oban Saints squad.   

Saints got in on the act by 
augmenting an experienced 
squad with the inclusion of 
youngsters Gavin Forgrieve, 
Keir MacLean and Cameron 
MacMillan who would all go 
on to acquit themselves well 
in considerably more experi-
enced company.

�e eleventh hour with-
drawal of tournament regu-
lars Alloa Athletic le� event 
organiser David Buchanan 
with a major headache, there-
fore Oban Saints extend their 
grateful thanks to Govan 
based St Anthony’s of Scottish 
Junior Football Association 
West Region League Two who 
stepped in at extremely short 
notice.

Dundee United 2
Hamilton Academical 0 
Cup holders Hamilton 
Academical and three-time 
previous winners Dundee 
United got proceedings under 
way at Moss�eld. United, 
under new management 
team Craig Easton and Scott 
Robertson, settled quickest 
and drew �rst blood through 
Jordan Critchley whose  
impressive performances 
throughout the day would 
earn him the Player of the 
Tournament award. United 
added a second when winger 
Allasan Jones headed home 
a Louis Appere cross in the 
tenth minute which was 
enough to secure the points 
for the Arabs and set them on 
their way to a fourth tourna-
ment win.

St Johnstone 0
Oban Saints 1
Continuing the new man-
agement theme, Oban Saints 
started their campaign at 
Glencruitten with Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell at the helm for the 
�rst time against a young 
St Johnstone side. Prior to 
kick-o�, Donald Campbell 
presented the Perth Saints 
skipper with a momento 
commemorating the 25th  

year of the tournament which 
each of the visiting teams 
would also be presented with.

�e Saints line-up included 
former Skipper Keith Millar 
making his �nal appearance 
for the club a�er a glittering 
career spanning almost 25  
years. A�er the tournament, 
there was a presentation in 
Oban Lorne Rugby Club to 
thank Keith for his years of 
service to the club.

Saints dominated proceed-
ings against the young St 
Johnstone side but it took 
until the closing stages before 
they �nally turned their 
superiority into a goal which 
would prove to be their only 
one of the day.

A�er Paul Carmichael had 
a good header well saved by 
Jack Wills in the St Johnstone 
goal, and Myles McAuley 
glanced a Craig MacEwan 
cross wide of target, Lewis 
Cameron eventually broke 
the deadlock in the 36th  
minute. Turning away from 
his marker on the corner of 
the box, Cameron forced his 
way into the danger area and 
slipped a tidy low �nish past 
the keeper’s right hand to give 
Saints the points.

Oban Saints 0
St Anthony’s 0
Saints then made the short 
walk to Moss�eld to face 
tournament new boys St 
Anthony’s who had not long 
arrived following breakfast at 
the Royal Hotel arranged by 
hotel general manager John 
Horne. 

�e Ants are also under 
new management and the 
tournament presented an 
ideal opportunity for new 
ga�er John Kelly to run the 
rule over his new charges.

Only Paul Carmichael and 
Myles McAuley retained their 

places as Saints managers 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell made nine changes 
for the second game. Among 
the changes were starting 
roles for youngsters Cameron 
MacMillan, Gavin Forgrieve 
and Keir MacLean.

Saints had the better of the 
early exchanges with Paul 
Carmichael heading a Fraser 
MacFarlane corner kick 
narrowly over in the second 
minute and Dougal Graham 
making an excellent run 
on the le� to set up Shaun 
MacIver for a shot just wide 
of keeper Sean Patrick’s right 
hand post.

Returning to the club a�er 
a four-year absence, Matty 
Rippon had a good opportu-
nity to re-open his goal scor-
ing account a�er ten minutes 
getting on the end of a Shaun 
MacIver cross but he blazed 
over from 15 yards under 
pressure from Ants central 
defender Anton Conway.

�e second half was a more 
even a�air with chances at a 
premium. Richie Bain, one of 
the Ants many new signings, 
headed narrowly wide of 
Cameron MacMillan’s right 
hand post from a free-kick on 
the corner of the box on the 
Ants right. At the other end, 
Shaun MacIver did well on 

Action from the St Johnstone v Dundee United match. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Dundee United take a controversial lead against Oban 
Saints.

Paul Carmichael heads over the bar during the game against St Anthony’s. 
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WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 12, 2018 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.57 3.8 10.59 0.7 
 17.08 3.9 23.34 0.7
Fri 05.43 3.9 11.47 0.5 
 17.53 4.0  **.** *.*
Sat 00.26 0.6 06.27 4.0 
 12.35 0.3 18.38 4.1
Sun 01.16 0.5 07.12 3.9 
 13.22 0.3 19.23 4.1
Mon 02.05 0.6 07.56 3.8 
 14.09 0.4 20.08 3.9
Tues 02.54 0.7 08.42 3.6 
 14.56 0.5 20.53 3.7
Wed 03.44 0.9 09.30 3.3 
 15.45 0.8 21.41 3.5             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Cloudy
Light winds from
the west
Temperatures 
13°C to 19ºC.
Friday 
Cloudy
Light winds from the
west south west
Temperatures 
13°C to 19ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Cloudy on Saturday
Cloudy on Sunday
Breezy from the
south south west
Temperatures 
13ºC to 20  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

7

20
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Tangerine Terrors triumph in Oban

Winners of the 2018 D & K Cup Tournament - Dundee United.                                                                                  Tournament report and photographs: Derek Black.

the right to swing a dangerous 
cross onto the six yard line but 
with no takers in red it was an 
easy take for Sean Patrick in 
the Ants goal before referee 
Jimmy Litster sounded the 
full-time whistle.

Hamilton Academical 0
St Johnstone 0
It was another stalemate at 
Glencruitten as Hamilton 
Academical and St Johnstone, 
despite some good football 
from both sides, failed to 
trouble the scorers.

Dundee United 2
Oban Saints
Saints returned to the 
hard and bumpy surface at 
Glencruitten to face newly in-
stalled tournament favourites 
Dundee United.
 � e young Terrors put in 
another impressive display 
and probably didn’t require 
the massive slice of good 
fortune in the build-up to the 
opening goal. United winger 
Loius Appere collided with 
Graham Douglas on the goal-
line in the � � eenth minute 
taking the Saints keeper out 
of the game and allowing that 
veteran of many a pre-season 
game, ‘Trialist’, to prod the 
ball home from three yards. 
Despite loud appeals from 
the Saints contingent, veteran 
feferee John Mackie saw no 
infringement and allowed the 
goal to stand. � e collision 
with Appere le�  Douglas un-
able to continue and he was 
replaced between the posts by 
Cameron MacMillan.

� e second half was barely 
two minutes old when player 
of the tournament Jordan 
Critchley netted a sensational 
second goal for the Terrors. 
Saints conceded possession 
cheaply midway inside their 
own half and despite several 
attempts failed to fully clear 

their lines on the edge of the 
box. � e ball fell to Critchley 
wide on the right and 22  
yards from goal. � e young-
ster arrowed an unstoppable 
strike into the far top corner 
giving Cameron MacMillan 
no chance.

Saints kept plugging away 
but were unable to put United 
keeper Fraser Currid under 
any real pressure and Craig 
Easton’s young charges com-
fortably saw out the remain-
der of the match to seal their 
second consecutive two nil 
victory and further cement 
their position as tournament 
favourites.

St Johnstone 0
Dundee United 1
� e Tayside derby, St 
Johnstone versus Dundee 
United, was next up at 
Moss� eld and it kept the large 
crowd of locals and visitors 
entertained. � e Perth Saints 
were desperately unlucky not 
to get at least one point from 
a match which they largely 
dominated however it was the 
goalkeepers who would prove 
to be the key � gures. United 
keeper and skipper Josh 
Donaldson produced three 
sensational saves to deny St 
Johnstone, while at the other 
end an unfortunate fumble 
from opposite number Jack 
Wills allowed a looping 
header from United central 
defender Scott Reekie to 
sneak into the back of the net 
and steal the points. 

Hamilton Academical 3
Oban Saints 0
� e � nal � xture at Moss� eld 
saw the hosts take on the 
deposed champions for the 
runners-up spot with Accies 
running out comfortable 
winners against the tiring 
Saints. 

With their pre-season 
preparations still in the early 
stages, 160 minutes of foot-
ball in such hot conditions 
was a little too much for joint 
managers Donald Campbell 
and Willie Gemmell and 
their players.

Retiring ga� er Alex Craik 
was handed the captain’s 
armband for what may be his 
last appearance in a Saints 
shirt however, despite his 
advancing years, Alex looked 
as � t as any of the players 
around him.

A� er some early promise 
when Keir MacLean blazed 
over a Dougal Graham 
cut-back, Saints soon found 
themselves on the back foot. 
� e Saints defence could only 
partially clear a thirteenth 
minute corner from the le�  
and failed to deal with a ball 
lobbed into the box for Jack 

Breen. As Saints appealed in 
vain for an o� side decision 
from referee Pat O’Donnell, 
Breen retained his compo-
sure to steer the ball past 
Graham Douglas and open 
the scoring.

Douglas made an excellent 
save with his legs on the 
stroke of half-time, however, 
he was powerless to prevent 
Accies doubling their lead 
midway through the second 
period. Saints were guilty of 
over elaborating at the back 
and lost possession inside 
their own box. � e ball was 
quickly worked across to 
Charlie Reilly who had an 
easy task to slot home from 
eight yards.

� ere was no way back now 
for Saints and a penalty kick, 
awarded for a foul by Scott 
Maitland, sealed their fate 
in the thirty fourth minute. 
Niyah Joseph sent Graham 
Douglas the wrong way from 
the spot to con� rm Accies as 
tournament runners-up.

Tournament organiser 
David Buchanan thanked 
the visiting teams for their 
continued support of the 
tournament and congratu-
lated winners Dundee United 
and player of the tournament 
Jordan Critchley on their 
success. 

David also thanked the 
spectators, many of whom 
had travelled considerable 
distances to be there; the 
Argyll and Bute Council 
grounds sta�  who had pre-
pared the two pitches well 
in testing circumstances; 
and match o�  cials Donnie 
Brooks Jimmy Litster, John 
Mackie, Archie Mitchell 
and Pat O’Donnell without 
whom the event couldn’t 
take place. David then called 
on Councillor Jim Lynch to 
present the winning team 
with their individual trophies 
and the winning captain Josh 
Donaldson with the D&K 
La� erty Cup.

Player of the tournament 
was Dundee United’s 
Jordan Critchley.
Photograph: Graeme Webster.

Paul Carmichael heads over the bar during the game against St Anthony’s. 

Dundee United coach Craig 
Easton said: ‘It was a well 
organised tournament, 
ideal for pre-season match 
� tness and it was a bonus 
for us to win it. We’ll be 
back to defend the trophy 
next year.’
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LOTTERY

FOOTBALL

This week’s Fort William Golf 
Club lotto numbers were 2, 8 
and 9. There was no winner 
so the jackpot for the draw 
today (Thursday July 12) will 
be £200.

Numbers drawn in the Caol 
Regeneration lotto were 14, 
17 and 19.

There were no winners this 
week so the jackpot for next 
week will be £200.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
lottery numbers for this 
week were 12, 15 and 20.

There were no winners. 
Next week’s draw will have a 
top prize of £1,000.

Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto numbers for 
this week were 7, 14 and 20. 
There were no winners so 
next week’s jackpot will be 
£200.

The newly-formed Lochaber 
Summer Welfare League 
kicked o�  last week with all 
12 teams in action.

The results of the � rst 
round of games were:
Exeter Gently 6, Nevis 
Range 1;  Pique Blinders 
16,  Expected Toulouse 
1;  All Stars 2,  Fortmund 8; 
Laczy nas Pilka 1,  Fiorentina 
Turner 16;  Egg Fried Reus 5,  
Highland Bergers 1; Balla 0, 
Lundy Rangers 4.

Welfare League 
results

Flurry of transfers as
Foggo signs for Clach

Iain Foggo in action for 
new club Clachnaccudin 
against Elgin City in a 
pre-season friendly last 
week. Photograph: Donald Cameron.

Clachnaccudin have an-
nounced the signing of Fort 
William FC captain Iain 
Foggo who leaves his local 
club a� er almost a decade of 
� rst team service.

Having notched up 270 
matches in nine seasons since 
his senior debut in 2009, the 
25-year-old defender is said 
he is ‘up for the challenge’ 
a� er  signing a new deal 
with the Inverness-based 
Highland League club.

Foggo, who has been part 
of the Fort William youth 
setup since he was 11, said it 
felt a bit strange going in to 
pre-season knowing he won’t 
be playing at Claggan Park 
this year.

‘It’s a club that means a lot to 
me and I’ve made a lot of good 
friends over the years I’ve 
been involved there,’ he said. 
‘When Clach approached me 
I needed a bit of time to think 
about it. But a� er speaking to 
assistant Ally Ewan and man-
ager Iain Polworth I thought 
this was an opportunity I had 
to take as I might not get the 
chance to try something like 
this again. It’s going to be 
hard to break into the team 
but I’m up for the challenge 
and hopefully I can enjoy the 
experience.’

� e announcement comes 
during a busy transfer period 
for the Fort which has seen 
the new committee secure the 
services of � ve players in the 
last two weeks as they look to 
bolster their squad before the 
start of the 2018/19 season.

‘As for the Fort, I know 
there’s a lot of hard work

DELICIOUS LOCHSIDE DINING
Delicious lunches &  
dinners, all served 

with a gorgeous 
view of Corran  

Narrows.( 01855 821 383 | Corran Ferry | www.thecorran.net | Open Wed - Mon, 11am - 10pm

FISH TEAS 
Every Friday  

until 5pm
£10.95pp

NEW
SUMMER 
MENUS

SUNDAY ROAST

2 Courses: £15.95pp

3 Courses: £18.95pp

INSIDE THIS WEEK:

Camanachd Cup semi-� nal draw


