
For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

A SEARCH for a site in Oban 
for Travelodge is underway 
after a leading hotel chain 
announced its expansion plans 
for the town.

The group is looking for a 
plot in Oban for a 120-bed 
hotel bringing 20 new jobs 
and a £2m boost to the local 
economy.

A spokesman for Travelodge 
said: ‘Oban, the gateway to 
the isles is one of Scotland’s 
fastest growing tourist 
markets, annually attracting 
over a quarter of a million 
visitors from all corners of the 
world. 

‘Therefore the demand for 
good value accommodation 

Peter Gowers, Travelodge 
chief executive, said: ‘There is 
a big opportunity to further 
expand in Scotland. 

‘At present, the value hotel 
market in Scotland stands at 
14 per cent, compared to 18 
per cent in England and more 
than 30 per cent in the US.

‘By 2030, the budget hotel 
sector could account for 
almost a quarter of the UK 
market, with a similar level of 
growth expected in Scotland.’

Positions in the hotel will 
include hotel manager, 
receptionists, housekeepers 
and guest room cleaners.

As well as Oban, Travelodge 
is looking for sites in 
Motherwell, St Andrews, 
Falkirk and Peterhead.  

Traveloge look 
to Oban as an 
Isles gateway

RACING CAR legend 
Sir Jackie Stewart, OBE, 
made a special trip to Oban 
with former Royal Bank 
of Scotland boss Fred ‘The 
Shred’ Goodwin.

The pair were aboard luxury 
cruise ship The Hebridean 
Princess for a tour around the 
isles, setting out earlier this 
week. 

Passage on the luxury ship 
costs about £7,000 for an 
eight- day cruise per passen-
ger. The disgraced banker was 
said to be sharing a joke with 
Scots race ace Jackie when 
they were spotted on Oban’s 
north pier on Tuesday.

Sir Jackie and 
Fred sailing by

Ex shop worker 
warned not to 
‘dodge’ lawyer
A WOMAN accused of embez-
zling £6,300 from WH Smith 
in Oban while she was manager 
there has been warned she can-
not ‘dodge’ the charge, as she 
prepares to go to trial.

Carol Lester, aged 40, of 
Longsdale Terrace, has denied 
embezzling the cash from the 
store in George Street between 
July and November last year. 

 She also pleaded not guilty at 
Oban sheriff court on Tuesday 
to a charge of stealing £1,700 
worth of cigarettes over two 
years between November 2011 
and November 2013.

The case was scheduled to 
go to trial on July 2 but Ms 
Lester’s solicitor at the time, 
Jane Thomson, said her client 
had not appeared and she could 
no longer represent her, as the 
accused had failed to respond to 
letters seeking instruction.

The case was then brought 
back to court on Tuesday but 
Sheriff Douglas Small was told 
Ms Lester still had no legal 
representation and duty solicitor 
Gordon Seaton was asked to 
record a plea of not guilty.

When asked by Sheriff Doug-

las Small why Ms Lester had not 
kept in touch with her previous 
solicitor, Mr Seaton replied: ‘She 
suffers from extreme anxiety 
attacks. 

‘I have spent some time with 
her and she was extremely 
anxious about this trial.

‘She is attending her GP to 
help her cope with this.

‘This is one of the worst cases 
(of anxiety) that I have seen. I 
appreciate appearing in court 
is an anxious time for anyone, 
but if I was her agent from the 
beginning, I would have raised 
the matter of whether she could 
appear in court.’

Setting a new trial for Septem-
ber 15, Sheriff Small warned Ms 
Lester that if she failed to keep 
in touch with her new solicitor 
he would likely have to remand 
her in custody.

He explained: ‘Dealing with 
anxiety is no excuse for not 
talking to your solicitor. You 
can’t dodge this, It is a serious 
charge.

‘If you try to obstruct the 

you are in a more serious posi-
tion that you are just now.’

Police rush to 
tragic incident
the side of a main tourist route 
on Tuesday, after a stand-off 
with police.

The A83 route between 
Campbeltown and Tarbert was 
closed for a number of hours as 
police negotiators talked to the 
distressed man.

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said: ‘Police were called shortly 
after 4pm, after concerns were 
raised about a man who was 
threatening to kill himself.’ 

Negotiators rushed to the scene, 
near Cairndow, to establish con-
tact with the man and attempt to 
talk him into surrendering his 
weapon. 

at the scene while negotiations 
were continuing.

The spokesman said the man, 
who has not been named, ‘died 
at the scene a short time later’. 

The spokesman continued: 
‘There are no suspicious circum-
stances surrounding the death, 
however, police inquiries into 
the incident are continuing.

‘A full report will be sent to the 

Widow urges town 
to back dialysis bid 
AN OBAN woman is calling for the 
community to join forces to campaign 
to bring a crucial live-saving medical 
facility to the town, writes Louise Lee.

NHS Highland Community Health 
Partnership (CHP) said it will not 
consider setting up a dialysis unit for 
kidney patients in Argyll until 2015 or 
2016.

But Wilma MacIntosh (pictured), 
widow of popular local councillor 
Donald ‘Skye’ MacIntosh, said that 
despite guarantees and promises over 
the years, she believes the vital facility 
will never come to Oban unless the 

Wilma, who works with adults with 
learning disabilities, said: ‘The people 
of the town have opened a picture house, 
a MS (multiple sclerosis) centre and a 
leisure centre. Maybe it is time to stop 
thinking that the NHS are ever going to 
do it - and we do it ourselves.’

Wilma explained that Skye travelled 

600 miles a week to receive dialysis 
treatment at the Vale of Leven hospital in 
Dunbartonshire.

She said: ‘Donald passed away of a heart 
attack, but when I sat down and thought 
about what he was doing in the last 
years of his life, I realised his treatment 
probably put too much stress on his body. 
All that travelling shortened his life.

‘He was up at 4am, driving for two 

Vale and then two hours back home.
‘We could travel on holiday to England, 

France, Ireland and even Italy and he got 
dialysis, but he couldn’t get treatment in 
his own town. It is wrong. People - adults 
and children - are living in constant 
distress.’

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll and Bute, 
has been campaigning for local dialysis 
services for several years. 

He said: ‘Some people have journeys 
lasting eight hours three times a week. 
Their condition would be manageable 

if dialysis was available in their local 
hospital, but because of our rural setting 
it becomes a sufferer’s whole life. I 
hope the CHP will make every effort to 
provide this service in local hospitals.’

In a written response to the MP, Elaine 
Mead, chief executive of NHS Highland, 

said: ‘Argyll and Bute CHP undertook 
a comprehensive assessment into the 
viability of providing a low maintenance 
dialysis unit at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in 2012.

funding available for this. In revenue 
terms, a local unit does not offer value 
for money. In these terms a local unit is 
not necessary.’

Michael Russell, MSP, said: ‘Many 
people in north and west Argyll will 
be bitterly disappointed by this latest 
revelation from the health board. 

‘Travelling to the Vale of Leven is 

exhausting for local patients who need 
dialysis and sometimes completely 
destroys normal life. 

‘NHS Highland need to think again 
about local provision and stop delaying a 
decision and I will be making that point 
to them again.’

RELAY REUNION FOR TOWN’S BATON GIRLS 

AN ISLAND business representative has called 
on politicians to help alleviate the effects of a 
newly enforced weight restriction on delivery 
vehicles - after the Bank of Scotland van 
cancelled a sailing to Mull, writes Steven Rae.

Last Wednesday, the bank cancelled its 
weekly visit to the island because of fears its van 
weighed more than maximum 3.5 gross tonnage, 
a weight restriction by law that has only been 
actively enforced by ferry operator CalMac at its 
ports since July 1.

The enforcement, which came following 
complaints from larger haulage companies, is 
typically being applied to vehicles classed as 
‘light goods vans’, such as the Bank of Scotland 
vehicle.

The Bank of Scotland van usually arrives in 

Bunessan, with four stops in between.
A spokesperson for Bank of Scotland said 

meant normal service was to resume yesterday 
(Wednesday).

But the Bank of Scotland cancellation has riled 
some islanders, who are concerned about other 
services. 

Mull resident Sandy Brunton previously ran a 

chairman of Mull and Iona Community Trust. 
He said: ‘I can understand CalMac’s entitlement 

to do this, but why right now? MPs and MSPs 
need to have a lot of discussion straight away on 
this matter.

‘The impact this is going to have is very 
serious. 

‘It’s going to effect the cost of living on Mull 
and the other smaller islands.

‘The average income here is less than on the 
Scottish mainland, and there are obviously fewer 
people too, and this could absolutely devastate 

island populations. Islands are a major producer 

well as tourism.
‘Businesses both here and on the mainland 

will be affected and many won’t survive.’
Councillor for Oban South and the Isles, Mary-

Jean Devon, who lives on Mull, said: ‘People think 
CalMac is putting the fares up and that isn’t the case.
‘People are, however, looking at it as an extra 
charge, regardless of the fact it is actually 
legislation being implemented correctly.
Island economies are very fragile and the effect 
this legislation will have on Mull, Colonsay and 
Tiree worries me.’

A spokesperson for CalMac said that the 
decision to enforce the weight restrictions had 
not been taken lightly, but that they had anecdotal 
evidence that some vehicles may be overloaded 
and they had no other option but to impose the 
legal restrictions on vehicles.

Island fears grow over ferry change

STARTING BLOCKS: these four remarkable women, who played a memorable part in a previous Commonwealth Games, are joined by Kyle Dods who 
represented Scotland in Delhi in 2010. Why was Kyle, who works at the town’s Atlantis leisure centre, handing over a baton to the fab four? 

Turn to page five for the  full story
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MULLlines

A MULL octogenarian has been awarded one of the highest 
accolades for lifetime achievement from the National As-
sociation of Accordion and Fiddle Clubs (NAAF).

Calum MacLean was presented a engraved rose bowl at 
NAAF’s annual celebrity luncheon at the Huntingtower 
Hotel in Perth, last Saturday.

Accordion player, Calum of Tobermory was invited as one 
of  three guests of honour at the event.

Following in the footsteps of Sir Jimmy Shand, Andy 
Stewart, Robbie Shepherd and Fraser McGlynn, Calum has 

Calum celebrated his 80th birthday last week. He can still 
be heard playing at events on the island. 

Sweet note for Calum

SOUND CHOICE: chairman Nicol McLaren presents Calum 
MacLean with the rose bowl                                       t28_prize1no

DUART CASTLE TEAROOM:  Claire Tilley and Susan Skeates

DRAMATIC webcam footage has revealed that the famous 
BBC Springwatch sea eagle chick was pushed out of its nest 
by another immature eagle.

This kind of behaviour has never been recorded before in 
Scotland, according to bird experts.

The footage showed the young invader gradually sidling up 
to the eagle chick, which was screeching for its parents.

of stubborn resistance from the chick, the invader forced 
the eight week old chick off the nest, falling 30 feet to the 
ground.

All was not lost though as the parents arrived back and 
swiftly chased the invader away. Later, Forestry Commission 
Scotland rangers found the chick and returned it to the nest.

unique Forestry Commission Scotland webcam not only 

revealed the quite remarkable and dramatic turn of events at 
the nest with the intruding immature sea eagle pushing the 
chick off the nest.

before in 30 plus years of observing them.’

Fowl play on camera

Whale trapped in pen

ONE of two Mull businesses has been successful in making it 

Either Arlene’s Cafe on the main street in Craignure or the 
Duart Castle tearoom will be nominated to join the other 

Melanie Andrews, the founder of the Scottish Baking 
Awards, visited the island to give the two businesses the good 
news. 

Labour big gun launches attack on independence
FORMER Labour Party defence 
spokesman Jim Murphy was in 

Oban on Friday.
The Labour heavyweight stood  

on a makeshift soapbox at Oban 
railway pier to mount a robust 
defence for the Better Together 
campaign as the independence 
vote looms on the horizon.

He had to draw heavily on 
his parliamentary ringcraft as 
passers-by landed a few telling 
questions about independence.  

Murphy, who is the party’s 
spokesman on International 
Development and MP for East 
Renfrewshire, said he enjoyed 
the cut and thrust of his street 

-
ing on an Irn Bru crate.

the undecided. Independence is 
important all over Scotland, not 
just in the central belt, and the 
voice of the Highlands has to be 
heard loud and clear.

campaigning. It’s a traditional 
type of politics, away from social 
media. I’m enjoying it, and the 
response has been excellent.’

Topics aired ranged from cur-
rency, defence, border control 
and public spending. Oban was 
the latest stop in Mr Murphy’s 
Barrhead to Barra tour. QUESTION TIME: Labour’s frontbench spokesman Jim Murphy braves the elements and the grilling from a lively, well-informed Oban crowd 

Landmark church up for 
sale over sky-high costs

Withdrawal of service will 
leave islanders stranded
PEOPLE on Luing fear the with-
drawal of a vital transport service 
will leave residents stranded on the 
island, writes Louise Lee.
 The Luing post bus service is due to 
make its last journey next Saturday 
(July 19), after 38 years of service to 
islanders.

Concerns are growing that people 
living on the island will now struggle 
to reach the ferry without help from 
other vehicle users.

Last year, Luing community 
council fought successfully to extend 

an alternative transport service, but 
no solution has yet been found. 

Fiona Cruickshanks, Luing 
correspondent for The Oban 
Times
holds its breath to see what impact 
the withdrawal of the post bus will 
bring.  

school by a council minibus which 
should start in August with the new 
school term.

will struggle to get to the ferry if 
they don’t have a car or a friendly 
neighbour who will give them a lift. 

Argyll Volunteer Car Scheme, 
which is always on the lookout for 
new drivers especially on Luing 
– its help may be needed now more 
than ever.

from the island have used the bus for 
the last 38 years – driven by Sandy, 
Peter Davidson and more recently 
Colin Brown and Pete Roberts.  

trip with the schoolchildren, and he 
and Pete are described by the young 

extra mile whenever asked and wait 
those extra minutes for lagging 
teens.’

The post bus arrived on Luing on 
May 4, 1976 into the care of  Sandy 
Shairp, when he and his wife Pam, 
were postman and mistress on the 
island.  

At that time the postman collected 
letters from six post boxes on the 
island, picked up schoolchildren for 
primary school and carried the high 

schoolchildren to meet the ferry for 
the connecting bus to Oban.

The post bus would also carry 
passengers around the island, 
meeting the 10am bus from Oban 
at Cuan and also the 3pm bus back 
– allowing people to use public 
transport to Oban from their 
doorstep.  

A LANDMARK Oban church which 
has lain empty since last year faces an 
uncertain future after it went on the open 
market, writes Euan Paterson.

Christ’s Church, also known as the 
white church, sits above the town’s Es-
planade overlooking Oban Bay and was 
designed by one of the top architects of  
his time, Leslie Grahame MacDougall.

But the grand grade B listed property, 
built in 1957 after a decades-long fund-
raising effort, is now available to buy for 
just £125,000.

The Church of Scotland’s Kilmore and 
Oban parish leased the church from the 
Ann McCaig Trust but decided to leave 
the church last April after learning es-
sential repairs would cost £300,000. 

The congregation voted by a majority 
of 106 to 18 to amalgamate with the other 
Church of Scotland congregation in Oban 
at Glencruitten.

Session clerk Ken MacColl admitted 
there were fears among church-goers that 
the building could be knocked down but 

-
cation for the church spending £300,000 
on repairs and that the decision to leave 

The building of the church on its cur-
rent site was the wish of Miss Ann Mc-
Caig, who in 1901 pledged the land and 
the sum of £6,000, indicating that when 
the trust fund reached £30,000 a church 
should be built on the site.

The target was reached in 1954 and the 
church opened three years later. 

The news of its sale has saddened one 
former church elder, Joey MacDougall, 
who voted against leaving Christ’s 
Church.

easily. The trustees at St Conan’s have to 
raise £1m but the congregation voted and 

you have to go with the majority.’

is really sad it is being sold. My daughter 
was married there, my parents’ funerals 
were there and my children were chris-
tened there. We felt it was our church, so 

OUTSIDE VIEW:
Visitors Tim 
Jones and his 
mother Cathy 
admire the 
landmark church
16_t28church01

LAST POST: Fifth-year Oban high school pupil Hazel Cruikshanks with 
post bus driver Colin Brown on the last school run 

you feel sad when it closes.’
A spokesman for the Ann McCaig Trust 

said the church could be used for another 
purpose, if a new owner got permission 

price of the property was set based on 
the advice of local surveyors.’

Rising to a challenge

ARLENE’S CAFE: Arlene and Ishbel Robbie

VETS from Scotland’s Rural College believe that a young 
humpback whale found drowned off the coast of Mull died 

The post mortem, carried out last week, suggests the 
animal became trapped under a salmon pen and subsequently 
drowned.

There have only been six recorded humpback whale strand-

time a post mortem has been carried out. 
The whale was a juvenile male, almost 23 feet long and 

weighing just under seven tonnes.
The stomach lining showed little evidence of solid food 

having been ingested by the animal in the recent past, so it 
is possible that the whale was still receiving milk from his 
mother.

The vets’ report also noted that young humpback whales 
are very inquisitive creatures, which could explain why the 
animal was attracted to the salmon farm located at Fishnish 
on Mull.

Horsing around for charity

STAFF at MacQueen Brothers 
Charitable Trust in Oban are giving it 
‘yee-hah’ after taking ownership of a 
new horse. Thankfully the silly mare 

pushed around on her trolley.
Calum MacPhee, a removal man, 

(pictured above) said: ‘She is neigh 

organisations for race nights and other 
fundraisers.

In the meantime, the as yet unnamed 
horse can be viewed at MacQueen 
Brothers unit in the town’s Glengallan 
industrial estate.                    15_t28horse1

Sailing along for 
yachting week
CRAOBH, Oban and Tober-
mory are ready to welcome the 
West Highland Yachting Week 

on Saturday July 12 at Craobh 
Marina and moves to Oban and 
Tobermory over the week until 
Friday, July 18. 

The event is two weeks earlier 
this year – to avoid clashing with 
the Commonwealth Games. As 
well as the change of dates, the 
event stays two nights in Craobh 

a new course in Loch Melfort 
and circumnavigating the island 
of Shuna. 

Tobermory crew 
called to Staffa
A LIFEBOAT was launched 
within three minutes to help a 

-
gine failure last Sunday, July 5.

Tobermory RNLI lifeboat had 
been due to take part in a train-
ing exercise, but the exercise had 
been delayed. 

While the volunteer crew were 
waiting at the lifeboat station, 
they received a call for help 

-
ing vessel with had developed 

of Staffa. There were six persons 
on board the stricken vessel.

Amongst the crew was new 
RNLI volunteer, Leanne Blair, a 
chemistry teacher at Tobermory 
high school and this rescue mis-

The boat was safely rescued 
and returned to Tobermory.
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Coach passenger watched car somersault through the air

NARROW ESCAPE: the mangled wreckage of the car lies close to the water’s edge and (inset, above) police inspect the crash scene

Shellfish risk over 
algae toxins level 

A TOURIST has described the mo-
ment he saw a car smash through a 
fence and somersault to the edge of 
a loch, writes Steven Rae.

The crash happened on Thursday, 
(July 3), on the A85 at Achnacloich, 
east of Connel,  with only the driver 
of the car involved.

Ron Tibbetts, on holiday from 
the West Midlands, was travelling 
in the front of a coach when he 
witnessed the accident.

He said: ‘I heard our driver say, 
“Oh my god!”. The car crashed 
through the barbed wire fence, and 
it somersaulted a couple of times, 
then landed in a crumpled heap at 
the end of the loch.

‘The driver of our coach and 
myself climbed over the fence near 
to where the car ended up to see 
who was in the car and also to help 
the driver.

‘A man in another car stopped and 

on the way to Edinburgh, and ran 
to help the trapped lady driver who 
seemed to be in a bad way. 

engines and several police cars 
arrived and closed the road both 

the woman free from the tangled 
wreck.’

The road was closed for around 
45 minutes, to allow the air ambu-
lance to land.

The driver, who has not yet been 
named, was airlifted by helicopter 
to the Southern General hospital 
in Glasgow. Although badly hurt, 
her injuries were not thought to be 
life-threatening.

Twelve months to get it right
LEADER CONFIDENT COUNCIL WILL MAKE IMPROVEMENTS FOLLOWING AUDIT COMMISSION REPORT

A WARNING has been issued 
after raised levels of naturally oc-
curring algal toxins were found in 
the Sound of Gigha.

The discovery was made through 
routine monitoring work by Argyll 
and Bute council’s environmental 
health service in the area. 

from these areas may pose a risk 
to health and notices to warn the 
public have been posted at various 
locations on the shore.

in these areas have been contacted 
by the council and steps taken to 
postpone harvesting until algae 
levels subside.

SPENDING watchdog the Audit 
Commission says that while 
beleaguered Argyll and Bute 
council is showing positive signs 
of improvement, it is not out of the 
woods yet, writes Louise Lee.

Commissioners have placed the 
‘fragile’ council on supervision until 
the end of 2015 to ensure the one-time 
dysfunctional local authority carries 
out the commission’s recommenda-
tions.

Last year, in a unique move by 
auditors, the council was compelled to 
adopt an improvement plan to tackle 
the chronic indiscipline and  acute lack 

of cooperation which had bedevilled 
relations between rival councillors 

Initially, the council considered 
introducing a ‘red card’ scheme for 
recalcitrant councillors who stepped 
out of line. However, an action plan 
was drawn up by council chief 
executive Sally Loudon and leader 
Dick Walsh.

The authority embarked on training 
for councillors costing £250,000, 
which included  nine sessions to 
which no more than 27 of the 36 
councillors attended - and sometimes 
as few as 14 turned up. In some cases 

members were absent at meetings 
where improvement was on the 
agenda in the authority’s own audit 
and scrutiny committee.

In an recent report to government 
commissioners, auditors acknow-
ledged the progress the council 
had made in creating a culture of 
cooperation in the council, but said 
still had concerns about the local 
authority.

Accounts commission chairman 

decisions lie ahead, particularly 

which will undoubtedly test the 

improvements made by the council. 
‘The council must continue to 

work together - elected members and 

made to date. 
‘The commission will continue to 

monitor developments at Argyll and 
Bute and has requested a further 
update on progress from Audit 
Scotland by the end of 2015.’

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said he was encouraged by the 
commission’s recognition of the 
council’s constructive response to the 
watchdog’s concerns. 

Councillor Walsh said the council 

‘relatively short period of time’ 
The Cowal councillor said: ‘No 

council is more committed to 
improvement than Argyll And Bute.

‘We have a strong track record of 
working together in Argyll and Bute. 

‘Good relationships are a key part 
of this and I am heartened by the 
willingness I’ve seen both inside and 
outside the chamber to roll up our 
sleeves and get on with the job in 
hand.

Scotland return to Argyll and Bute 
Council in 2015, over one year away, 

they will see that we have built 
with determination on the strong 
foundation that we have already put 
in place.’

However, former leader councillor 
James Robb was sceptical about the 

make grim reading. 
‘The attempts by the council to put 

a positive spin on this illustrates the 
continuing state of denial. 

‘The council must introduce 
far-reaching, fundamental changes 
towards inclusion, scrutiny and 
accountability.’ 

A SKYE man has been found guilty of 
raping and assaulting two women and 

attack. 
Duncan Begg, 43, of Cruachan 

Place, Portree went on trial accused 
of dozens of alleged offences against 
women and children at the High Court 
in Aberdeen two weeks ago.

He was claimed to have raped three 
women and carried out lewd acts on 
three children during a 26 year period 

while living in the Wick area. Begg, 
denied the offences and claimed that 
all sexual contact he had with the 
women was consensual.

But yesterday a jury took just 

eight offences relating to two of the 
women.

One of his victims was subjected to 

was pregnant in 1991. Begg banged 
her head on bars and threatened to 

harm the unborn child. He attacked 
the woman on another occasion, when 
she was not pregnant, by repeatedly 
punching her on the face and burning 
her breast with a cigarette. He poured 
a bottle of whisky over her face and 
raped her.

Begg attacked another woman the 
previous year by grabbing her hair 
and pulling her into a kitchen. She 
was forced to undress and dragged 
outside where Begg raped her.

The jury of seven men and eight 
women found Begg guilty of eight 
charges by a majority verdict.

Judge Morris described the case 
as a very ‘anxious and distressing’ 
trial and thanked the jury for their 
service.

Begg went on trial two weeks ago 
facing 43 charges relating to lewd 
behaviour against children, rapes, 
indecent assaults and attacks on three 
women.

He was initially accused of threat-
ening to cook a baby and claimed to 
have tied a ligature around an infant’s 
body then dangled the child out a 
window.

This charge and several others were 
dropped during the trial.

Judge Morris deferred sentence for 
background reports until August 1 at 
the High Court in Glasgow.

Begg was remanded in custody and 
placed on the sex offenders register.

Skye man raped pregnant woman

A WEALTHY Middle East oil 

a landowner willing to lease him 
a home for a miniature railway, 
writes Louise Lee.

Tuesday morning saw the last of 
the unique Mull engines moved to 
Stoke-on-Trent.

Simon Clarke, 44, from Notting-
ham - whose parents live in Kilren-
nan - purchased the Mull miniature 
railway two years ago in the hope 

in Oban. 
However, the railway enthusiast 

said if no one comes forward soon, 
he may have to take the carriages 
elsewhere.

He revealed he is looking at a 
suitable site in Campbeltown.

After two years since Simon pur-
chased the tracks and engines when 
Mull Railway closed down, he has 
managed to gather support from 
individuals and groups including 
local councillors. Yet, he has found 

willing to lease or sell suitable plot 
of land to him.

Simon said: ‘This is a huge op-
portunity for Oban and yet no one 
is coming forward to help. I don’t 
need money - I just need land to 
lease or buy.

‘If we could get this into the Oban 
area it would attract visitors from 
all over the world. The railway on 
Mull had 30,000 visitors a year.

‘When it is established it will 
be the only train of its type in 
Scotland. As an enthusiast myself, 
I know how many people would be 
keen to come. It would also give 
employment opportunities to a few 
members of staff.’

Oban businessman Graham Mac-
Queen is supporting Simon’s plan 
for a miniature railway in Oban. 

Graham said: ‘This is a big op-
portunity for the area - one not to be 
missed. Everything is being offered 

investment is required.

‘All that is needed is a place to lay 
the track.’

Simon can be contacted on 07789 
612 288 or simon.clark@lineone.
net

Businessmen’s plea 
to save railway plan

PULLING TOGETHER: Simon Clarke with Graham MacQueen

VILE: Duncan Begg

A816 manoeuvre 
leads to charge
A DRIVER who overtook an un-
marked police car on the Oban 
to Lochgilphead road has been 
charged with a number of road 

The 51-year-old man was trav-
elling on the A816 last Saturday 
when he is alleged to have car-
ried out a potentially dangerous 
overtaking manoeuvre past the 

He was subsequently stopped 
and arrested and charged with 
a number of offences, including 

Woman reported 
for alleged theft 
A WOMAN has been reported to 

accused of stealing a ring from a 
hotel on the island.

The alleged theft took place in 
the early hours of the morning last 
Friday at the St Columba hotel.

Following the incident, police 
charged the 63-year-old woman 

Hid ex-partner in 
loft to thwart cops 
AN OBAN man has been told to 
stay away from his former girl-

John MacPhee, aged 52, of  
Cruachan Crescent, was on bail 
when he allowed his former 
girlfriend into his home on June 

Pleading guilty to two charges, 

his girlfriend’s house after an 

Police were called and McPhee 

Part of his bail condition was to 

However, MacPhee, saw her 

police came to his home, he told 

After searching the premises 

At Oban sheriff court last 
Monday, July 7, Sheriff Douglas 

and deferred sentence for one 

PLANS to transform the derelict 

into a cultural hub are beginning 
to take shape after a dramatic last 
minute bid to save the building last 
week.

But with only a short time left to 
develop plans for the under-threat 
building, Oban solicitor Gordon 
MacNab and his wife, freelance 
journalist Alison Chadwick 
MacNab, are hoping to call a public 
meeting to enlist the support of the 
town for their project.

In a letter to The Oban Times,
the couple said: ‘This is a precious 
site in the centre of town. This is 
the most fantastic opportunity to 
draw everyone together.

‘Our economy is tourism based 
and this town centre location has 

community as well as boosting 
tourism.

‘We have, for years, looked to the 
much vaunted ethos of Oban as a 
gateway to the Isles rather than a 
destination in itself.   

‘We need to encourage people 
to stay longer. This will provide a 
much needed facility to do this. We 
need to demonstrate there is public 
support for the retention of Rock-

‘We can save this school if there 
is enough support.

Fraser MacLean, now living 
in the Scottish Borders, wrote to 
this paper after last week’s article, 
saying: ‘I have never forgiven the 
Oban decision makers for the sheer 
vandalism and destruction of the 
old high school to be replaced by 
a nondescript memorial to 1960s 

school is set to follow the same 
route which is tragic.

‘If the old school building has to 
be replaced, why can’t the superb 
granite facade be retained? 

‘For goodness sake please do not 
destroy another iconic landmark.’

Save Rockfield 
campaign looks 
to town support 

CHEER ON THE BATON

THE QUEEN’S BATON 
IS ON ITS WAY
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LONG-SERVING teachers at Lochaber High 
School bid farewell to pupils and colleagues as 
they retired after a combined 56 years. 

School staff presented gifts on the last day 
of term to Les McFarlane, who taught Modern 
Studies and Economics for 36 years, Jennifer 

Skene, a maths teacher for 11 years and Morag 
Watt who worked in support for learning at 
Lochaber for nine years.  

Head teacher Jim Sutherland said: ‘We thank 
these teachers for their years of service to the 
school and wish them long happy retirements.’

FACEBOOK is either loved or hated but there’s 
no denying it can bring people together in a way 
no other form of communication has been able 
to in the past.

A classic example of this is a Facebook group 
called ‘You Are Not a Real Obanite If You Don’t 
Remember...’ set up on the evening of Monday 
June 23 by Morvyn Bell of Oban as ‘a fun club 
for people from and around Oban with a good 
memory and a sense of humour’.

A week later the group’s membership had 
spread around the world and by the time The 
Oban Times went to press it had more than 2,400 
members.

Morvyn invited people to share their memories 
and photos and, from there, the group exploded 
with people joining to reminisce about every-
thing from old buildings, people, characters, 
teachers, places they met, what they did and 
with whom and what they are doing now.

William Lows, Mantrap, Douglas’s music shop, 
Gleneuchar, West Highland Hospital, St John’s 
Primary School, the lemonade factory, driving 

cattle through the town, the garden party, the 
witch’s hat and trampolines at Ganavan – just 
some of the many topics discussed.

‘Who remembers coming out of the Gateway 
at end of the night and there was a wee serving 
hatch where you could buy hot scotch pies?’ 
asked one group member.

‘Who remembers the air raid siren that was 
sounded every Saturday at 12 o’clock and then 
queuing for a pie at Wrights the bakers in Com-
bie Street?’ asked another.

‘Does anyone remember the Thistle Hotel, now 
the backpackers? There was an American fam-
ily running a pizzeria in it at one point. Amazing 
pizzas,’ said a member.

‘A couple of us used to jink school and spend 
the day hiding in the railway station buffet lounge 
great craic. And at night we used to play football 
inside the station,’ remembered another.

As well as old photos of streets, school photos, 
the town and Ganavan, former Obanites have 
rediscovered old friendships and although they 
might be on the other side of the world – or 

country – they are not far from each other and 
are planning get togethers and reunions.

‘I think the page has just created the Obanite 
Society with lots of mini-branches spread across 
the world! It’s fab to hear what folk have been up 
to over the years and where life has taken them. 
And as for all the memories being shared, we 
are all enjoying the trip down memory lane,’ 
said one woman.

‘Thanks to this page (which I only joined 
a few days ago), I am meeting fellow Obanite 
David Archer tomorrow for a coffee right here in 
Australia. Amazingly he is just passing through 
for work! 

‘We’re not quite sure if we know each other, but 
we certainly have many mutual friends. Thank 
you for the connection to my beloved Oban,’ said 
one Facebook poster.

‘What a great site, I’ve spoken to people I 
hadn’t heard from since I was 14-16 yrs. It’s 
bringing everyone together....,’ added another.

facebook.com/groups/484601681683288.

POLICE are seeking 
information from people in the 
Taynuilt area following two 
thefts from properties.

Thieves stole two lawn 
mowers from Corachie Clematis 
between June 28 and 29 and, 
because of the size of the 
equipment, must have used a 
large vehicle to remove them.

Anyone with any information, 
or who may have seen 
suspicious activity in the area 
should contact Dalmally-based 
PC Iain Young.

Between the same dates a 
house in Kilchrenan was broken 
into after the burglars smashed 
a conservatory door to get in.

Oban Police said high value 
items were taken from the 
home and urged members of 
the public with any information 
to contact CID in Oban, or 
call Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111, where anonymity can be 
maintained.

Police stressed there was no 
evidence to show the incidents 
were linked.

TOURISTS travelling on the 
West Highland Line help bring 
in more than £117m to the areas 
it passes through, a report has 
found.

A new major study by the 
Fraser of Allander Institute 
has revealed visitors on the 
First ScotRail routes contribute 
£117.2m to the tourist industry 
in the Forth Valley, Argyll and 
the Isles and Loch Lomond.

The research highlights 
the West Highland Line as a 
key element of the economic 

per cent of tourists cite scenery 
and landscape as ‘the prime 
reason’ for visiting.

The report also states train 
travel helps to sustain 8,432 jobs 
in the area.

The line, which runs from 
Glasgow-Mallaig via Oban and 
Fort William, has three times 
been voted the world’s top 
rail journey by subscribers to 
Wanderlust travel magazine.

LOCAL residents are pulling 
out all the stops to raise money 
for the Oban community play 
park, as the fund reaches more 
than £45,000.

Three budding child 
entrepreneurs from Oban took 
it upon themselves last week to 
raise funds for the cause.

Park Primary School pupils 
Olivia McCuish and Ellie 

student Heidi Robertson held a 
table-top sale on Tuesday July 1, 
raising £30.40.

Ellie said: ‘We did this so me 
and the other boys and girls have 
somewhere to play. We have 
nowhere at the moment.’

Olivia added: ‘We really want 
a park so we might do it again.’

and eight, had only three things 
left on the stall by the end of the 
day, as most passers-by bought 
something.

Stock included toys, books, 
DVDs, pencils and cups of 
juice.

By Tuesday July 2, Ellie’s 
grandmother Sandra had helped 
them to gather another batch of 
items which they plan to sell 
soon, weather permitting.

Meanwhile, a pair of friends at 
a different stage in life have also 
set themselves a fundraising 
target.

Leanne MacKay and Gillian 
Farmer are both turning 30, and 
have asked friends and family 
to donate towards the play park, 
saying they are ‘too old for 
presents’.

Gillian explained: ‘We wanted 
to help a local cause and the play 
park seemed perfect, as Leanne 
has young children of her own 
and I work with kids.

‘When we were organising 
our joint 30th birthday party we 
both decided we were too old for 
presents, so agreed to do this 
instead.’

Leanne said: ‘We both feel it 
would be far better to help the 

BUDDING ENTREPRENEURS: Olivia McCuish and Ellie Johnston who, along with friend Heidi Robertson, raised £30.40 for the Oban 
community play park

NO PRESENTS PLEASE: Gillian Farmer and Leanne MacKay, who 
are asking for donations to the Oban community play park 

instead of 30th birthday gifts 

FUND TOPS £45,000 AS YOUNGSTERS AND BIRTHDAY PAIR DO THEIR BIT   Appeal as police 
hunt thieves

Rail line boosts 
west Highlands  

One of the many photos posted by Facebook group ‘You Are Not a Real Obanite If You Don’t Remember...’ creator Morvyn Bell

play park than get gifts we don’t 
need, the usual bottles of wine 
and everything.

‘We’ve set up a donation page 
on JustGiving and are going to 
have buckets on the night for 
people to donate.

Park

and we just don’t seem to go 
anywhere any more. We used 
to go to the Atlantis park all the 
time. 

‘We both agreed we would 
really like to help this worthwhile 
cause. 

Our children need somewhere 
to play.’

Lyndsay Elliot, chairwoman of 
the committee formed to develop 

the community play park, 
said: ‘When the park closed in 
February, it was like a torch got 
lit as people realised that there 
was going to be nowhere for the 
children to go.

‘We are aiming for more grants 
and council support, because it’s 
a public facility at the end of the 
day.

‘We are working extremely 
hard and the local people 
and businesses have been so 
generous to the cause.’

The group, which started in 
2011, is aiming to raise £400,000 
to replace and extend the play 
park with a toddler area, an older 
children’s area and a sensory 
garden.

GOODBYE: Three Lochaber High School teachers look forward to their retirement after a 
combined 56 years at the school. From left: Morag Watt, Les McFarlane and Jennifer Skene

Lochaber teachers bid farewell 

Earthquake
shakes
West 
Highlands

A FORMER GP has hit out at 
the lack of provision in Lochaber 
for people with drug and alcohol 
problems and wants something 
done about it now.

Michael Foxley says despite 
millions going into the pot 
through the council and NHS 
Highland he sees a ‘low level of 
spend’ at street level.

Speaking at the Lochaber 
District Partnership on the 
publication of a Lochaber Drug 
and Alcohol action plan the 
councillor said: ‘I think we still 
need further input from partners 
in mental health and youth 
input. The actions that are being 
proposed  are for very small 
amounts of money.

‘This plan shows lack of 
ambition. We are talking about 
millions being spent and a lot of 
that is spent elsewhere. 

‘Lochaber needs to be able to 
bid for more funds.

He continued: ‘We urgently 
need a designated alcohol 
facility. You just need to go down 
to accident and emergency ward 
in the Belford hospital for half 
an hour on Friday or Saturday 
night and the need is obvious. 

‘We need an alcohol treatment 
unit as the current arrangements 
are grossly unsatisfactory.’

ONE OF Scotland’s oldest 
stone castles is fully open to the 

almost 800-year history.
Following a legal agreement 

between the Duke of Argyll and 
the Captain of Dunstaffnage, 
the Gatehouse at Dunstaffnage 
Castle can now be accessed, 
having previously been 
off-limits.

The castle was built around 
1220, and used as a military 
stronghold between the 13th and 
17th centuries.

The decision was made 
in 2012 to allow the public 
access to the Gatehouse, which 
was traditionally used as the 
dwelling of the Captain of 
Dunstaffnage.

A spokesperson for Historic 
Scotland said it was excellent to 

whole castle.

FORESTRY Commission Scotland is calling on 

The move comes after commission staff had to 
put normal duties on hold last month to remove 17 
televisions that had been dumped up a forest track 
in Culloden.

Alastair Smyth, of the commission’s team in 
Inverness Ross and Skye District, said: ‘Fly 
tipping is an ever present problem but we are 
upping our efforts to combat it because we’ve had 
enough of it. 

‘It’s hugely frustrating to have, lazy, ignorant 
people break the law in this way and ruin everyone 

else’s efforts to look after and enjoy their local 
woodlands. It doesn’t matter if it’s green and 
biodegradable, it is still illegal to dump it. It is 
unsustainable and anti-social to the point of being 
just downright nasty.’

incident is reported to the commission’s Smithton 

contact Police Scotland, Highland Council’s Waste 
Management team or call the Dumb Dumpers 
hotline on 0845 230 4090.

Castle fully open 
to the public

Got a story 
for The Oban 

Times? Call our 
newsdesks on 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Drug and alcohol 
action plan 
needs more cash 
at street level   

New Facebook group catches the eye 
of thousands of ‘Obanites’ worldwide

All ages rally 
round to raise 
play park cash

07_t28stall01

AN EARTHQUAKE measur-
ing almost three points on the 
Richter scale was compared to 
‘an explosion’ after it shook the 
West Highlands last week.

The earthquake, which oc-
curred at around 6.36pm last 
Thursday, had its epicentre 10 
kilometres west of Fort William 
but was felt as far away as south 
of Oban, Lismore, part of Mull 
and Fort Augustus.

The earthquake was located 
approximately three kilome-
tres east of a magnitude 3.0 
earthquake that occurred on 
December 10 2005. 

The British Geological Survey 
(BGS) received almost 220 felt 
reports from the public, almost 
all of them coming from within 
a 20 kilometre radius of the 
epicentre, in particular from the 
more densely populated areas 
of Fort William, Spean Bridge, 
Kinlochleven, Ballachulish and 
communities on the eastern 
shore of Loch Linnhe.

A statement from the BGS 
said: ‘Most people described 
the shaking strength of the 
earthquake to be moderate, with 
a trembling effect, and described 
the sound strength as moderate 
to loud.

‘Many reports stated that win-
dows rattled. Reports described 
‘one second loud rumble fol-
lowed by sound like thunder.

People also took to social media 
pages following the earthquake 
with Sandra Mcfauld suggesting 
the tremor was, ‘Salmond trying 
to split us up for independence’. 

On 18th September this year, the people of Scotland are being 
invited to take part in a referendum on the question ‘Should Scotland 

be an independent country?’. The Scottish Government recently 
published Scotland’s Future, setting out its case for independence. 

Scottish Government Ministers are hosting discussions in 
communities across the country to talk about Scotland’s Future. 
This is your chance to ask questions about the issues that are 

important to you.

Thursday 17th July 

Aros Hall, Main Street
Tobermory, Isle of Mull

PA75 6NU

Doors open at 19:00 for a 19:30 start

Hosted by:

Michael Russell MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning

Register for the event now:

Online – www.scotreferendum.com/events 
By phone – 0300 244 2114

scotreferendum.com

Y O U R  G U I D E  T O  A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  S C O T L A N D
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A Traditional 
Shepherds Hut

12’ 6” long, 7’ wide, 9’ high 
including wheels, fully lined and 

cellotex, full electrics, fitted single 
bed and mattress and room for 

2 day beds, virtually maintenance 
free, very nice interior.  

Telephone 07796390411 or 
01631 710334.

West Highlands ‘relay’ ready to welcome Queen’s Baton as Games fever starts to build

On your marks, get set, go! Carnival 
fun as Commonwealth race arrives 
ARGYLL and Lochaber will take centre 
stage as the Queen’s Baton Relay for the 
Commonwealth Games comes to the west 
Highlands.

After leaving Inverness on Saturday morn-
ing, the baton will pass through Fort Augustus 
at noon and Spean Bridge at 1.40pm before 
arriving in Fort William at around 4pm.

At 4.15pm it will be taken by 10 baton bear-
ers from the train station across the Parade 
and up the High Street to the West End 
roundabout before following the A82 back to 
Lochaber leisure centre at 4.45pm.  

At the leisure centre High Life Highland 
will be running a triathlon activity day as 
part of its summer events programme and 
everyone taking part will be able to watch a 
short ceremony as Councillor Bren Gormley 

Bute council.
The Argyll and Bute leg of the relay, on 

Sunday, begins in Appin at 7.10am, reach-
ing Benderloch at 7.55am and Dunbeg at 
8.35am.

Along this route the baton will stop off at 
Strath of Appin primary school, Lochnell 
primary school, Scottish Association for 
Marine Science and Dunstaffnage Castle.

On arriving in Oban just after 9am, the 
baton will be taken from McCaig’s Tower, 
along Laurel Road and Longsdale Road to 
a celebration of sport at Atlantis Leisure for 
9.42am.

The baton then makes its way along the 
Corran Esplanade from 10.13am to Oban 
Distillery and through the town, via George 
Street and Soroba Road, to the Birchwood 
Service Station for 10.33am, from where 
it will be taken south to Kilmartin for 
11.10am.

The baton arrives in Lochgilphead for 
11.45am and will be at Mid Argyll swimming 
pool for 12.11pm and the Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus half an hour later. 

Next it’s on to Furnace (2pm) and Inveraray 
for 2.20pm. When in the Royal Burgh, the 

baton will be taken to Inveraray Castle for 
2.48pm. 

Strachur is the next stop at 4.05pm, before 
the baton ends its Argyll journey in Dunoon, 

-
ing in Dunnon Stadium at 6.35pm.

At various stages during the routes, there 
will be music, dancing and sports sessions to 
add to the carnival atmosphere.

Drivers should be aware that temporary 
parking and stopping restrictions will be in 
place along the whole of the route before the 
relay arrives until it has passed and drivers 
should allow extra time for their journey over 
the weekend.

Motorists are advised to plan ahead to avoid 
delays when the Queen’s Baton Relay comes 
to Argyll and Bute on Sunday 13 July.

The Western Isles welcomed the Queen’s 

on Monday - after a short stop in Tyndrum.
Monday morning saw the baton arrive in 

Tyndrum at 11am, having come from Stirling 
via Doune, Callander and Crianlarich.

From there, the baton was whisked away 

arriving at 4.20pm, when it was piped off the 
plane and marked the start of a mass Strip the 
Willow in the square.

The following morning, the baton was 
taken to Daliburgh School, South Uist, before 
travelling through to Benbecula.

by helicopter, returning to Tarbert, Harris 
and going on to Lewis, where an event in 
Stornoway featured performances by the 
Commonwealth Youth Circus.

With up to 4,000 baton bearers joining the 
relay in more than 400 communities, this is 
Scotland’s biggest ever relay. The Queen’s 
Baton is visiting all 32 local authority areas, 
with up to 100 baton bearers daily carrying 
the message Her Majesty the Queen placed 
in it.

For more information on the baton’s route, 
visit glasgow2014.com. 

BEARING UP: Baton bearer Diane Mailer gets her picture taken outside Tyndrum’s Green Welly Stop after she carried iot through the village. The baton was then taken to 
Glasgow Airport to be flown to Barra                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Photo: Ron Allner

WHEN the Commonwealth baton ar-
rives in Oban on Sunday morning it will 
bring back fond memories for four Oban 
women who took part in the baton relay 
44 years ago.

Edinburgh was the host city of the ninth 
Commonwealth Games, from July 16 
- 25, 1970, but the relay was welcomed 
with a Gaelic message from provost Don-
ald Thomson when it arrived in Oban on 
Monday, July 13.

Four of the baton bearers from that day 
- Moreen Gracie, Rae McGarrie, Pamela 
Lockhart and Maureen Evans - who were 

members of the YWCA at the time, met 
up at the Municipal Buildings on Tuesday 
to reminisce about their part in bringing 
the baton from Pennyfuir to Oban.

Pamela said: ‘We ran in twos from 
Pennyfuir to Oban and did half a mile at 
a time.

‘I can’t wait to see the baton in Oban, as 
it will probably take me back to being a 
young girl in 1970 - when life was more 
care free!’

Maureen is also looking forward to 
this year’s Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow, as she also has tickets for the 

netball and rugby tournaments.
The ladies were shown the picture of 

themselves with the baton relay party and 
provost Thomson. 

Rae said: ‘It triggered a lot of memories. 
It is nice to see but it’s a bit of a shock 
after all these years.’

On July 13, 1970, the baton was met 
in Dalmally by Oban high school Cadet 
Company members Peter MacDougall 
and Robert Duffy. On its arrival in Oban 
in the hands of 15-year-old sea cadet 
Alan Jeffrey, Helensburgh, Oban Pipe 
Band played Scotland the Brave.

THIS Sunday a baton bearer is in for 
a very special treat when instead of 
pounding the streets, they will be 
sailing across the loch.

Who will carry the baton across the 
water is a closely guarded secret, but 
the captain of the boat that will ferry 
the famous baton bearer is Lochgil-

phead bsusinessan Murdo MacLeod, 
of MacLeod Construction Limited.

The company boss (pictured above) 
is well known for using his sleek, 
speedy boat to sail around the islands. 
Only last week he took staff members 

But this occasion is special. He will 

be travelling from Inveraray pier to 
Struchur with his mystery passenger. 

Rumours abound in Inveraray, 
-

ham or Andy Murray. Others are 
saying it is the team from BBC’s The 
One Show who will board the boat in 
Cowal.

Reeling in the miles after 44 years
for the Oban four 

Pamela Lockhart Moreen Gracie Maureen Evans Rae McGarrie

44 years on: From left, baton bearers Pamela, Moreen, Rae and Maureen on the steps of Oban’s municipal buildings

Who will be Murdo’s mystery passenger?
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MORVERN 
lines
THE NEWS that mackerel stocks are at their healthiest level 
in years has been borne out by the large baskets landed at 
Lochaline in the past few weeks. 

Local ‘salts’, old and young, have been taking to the Sound 
of Mull and returning home with so many it is rumoured the 
jetty owners are beginning to think of reintroducing landing 
dues! The village shop has been doing a roaring trade in lines 
and multi-coloured lures and, as usual, when regular catches 

giving them away.
If mackerel are plentiful this season unfortunately the same 

cannot be said of the migratory seabirds. A friend, who has 
been erecting a fence near remote Auliston Point which is at 
the crossroads of sound, sea loch and ocean, tells me there is 
hardly a seabird to be seen in the vicinity this year. 

During a day spent between Loch Aline and Duart Castle 
on the Sound of Mull recently, I saw only one pair of common 
terns on the Grey Isles which, not long ago, used to be the 
breeding ground for hundreds of them.

Henry Davenport Graham, who wrote ‘The Birds of Iona 
and Mull 1852-70’ - one of the best books on the natural 
history of the area which was published in 1890, described 
terns as the harbingers of spring and knew as soon as he heard 
their shrill, vixenish screams, that it was the 12th punctuality 
to the day. He wrote of them as ‘halcyons of the ocean, rising 
up in clouds from numerous rocky islets’. Their little olive-
green and brown-blotched eggs, smaller than plovers, were a 
delicacy, boiled hard and eaten cold. I don’t believe their eggs 
are taken for human consumption nowadays so this cannot be 
the reason for their demise. Perhaps wild mink are the culprits 
or is there something more sinister happening?

AULISTON Point is an interesting spot. There was once a 
busy community here before it was cleared in 1855. 

In keeping with many out of the way places it had its 

Neil MacInnes, or Niall a’ Bhosd (Galeic – ‘Neil the 
Boaster’) as he was known locally, was one New Year’s Day 

the following New Year’s Day when he noticed its tail, so Neil 
maintained that the eel was so large it took a whole year to 
pass. A similar story about an eel was often told in Skye as 
passing the Point of Sleat, but the Skye eel was only seen for 
seven days from head to tail!

There are two skerries off Auliston Point which are covered 
at high water. They are called ‘The Big Stirk’ and ‘The Little 
Stirk’ – a ‘stirk’ of course being a young bull or cow between 
one and two years old. 

Why these tidal rocks were so called is no longer known but 
according to the late John Graham (1884-1966) head shepherd 
on Laudale Estate, a local wag, sometime in the 1920s, 
managed to have them sold in absentia by Messrs Corsons at 
one of their annual Oban stirk sales. 

As David Corson, the founder of this well-known auction 
house was brought up at Achleanan of May, perhaps there was 
a connection.

Eight miles west of Auliston and lying a few yards off the 
Ardnamurchan Peninsula, is another rocky island called 
‘Eilean nan Seachd Seisrichean’ (Gaelic, ‘The Island of the 
Seven Ploughs’). It takes its unusual name from a wager made 
long ago between the tenant of the adjacent mainland and 
a Perthshire farmer whom he met at a sale. The Perthshire 
man boasted that his oxen were so strong they could plough 
anything. 

The latter said that supposing his friend brought seven of 
his best teams to Ardnamurchan he would bet they would 
be unable to turn a single furrow on part of his farm. The 
challenge was accepted but as Eilean nan Seachd Seisrichean 
is solid rock and does not have a blade of grass growing on it 
let alone any earth, the bet was easily won!

nigh impossible if the scholar is not a native Gaelic speaker 
and has no real knowledge of the local dialect or the tradi-
tions, humour, mores and customs of the countryside to which 
they relate.

It is not enough simply to sit down with Dwelly’s, or any 
other Gaelic dictionary, and indulge in a guessing game no 
matter how tempting a certain translation may appear. Nine 
times out of ten there is a form of code involved which, 
without these attributes, is almost impossible to break. 

mouth] says it all.
Iain Thornber

iain.thornber@btinternet.com

There are few sea birds in the Sound of Mull this year

A NEW Royal National Lifeboat 
Institute (RNLI) station cost-
ing about £500,000 has been 

on Islay.
The development of the station 

at Port Askaig coincides with the 
RNLI’s 80th anniversary on the 
island.

The ceremony took place on 
Sunday June 29 when Hamish 
Campbell, chairman of the Islay 
Lifeboat Management Group, 
opened the service and merchant 
banker Bruno Schroder, who 
lives on the Dunlossit estate on 
Islay, handed over the building 
on behalf of all the donors. 

HONOURED: RNLI volunteers with their awards at the opening of the new station building on Islay

Lily MacDougall and Bruno 
Schroder at the opening of the 
new lifeboat station. Photograph 

Mark Unsworth.

Islay lifeboat volunteers 
honoured at new station 

The present lifeboat is the 
Helmut Schroder of Dunlossit II,
provided by a Schroder family 
trust and is named after Bruno’s 
father. 

Johnny Bergius, an RNLI 
council member, accepted the 
building and handed it over to 
the lifeboat station.  

Opened
It was accepted by Islay 

McEachern, the lifeboat opera-

opened by Islay’s aunt, 99-year-
old Lily MacDougall.

Mr Bergius presented awards 
marking the dedication of vol-
unteers Terry Ferguson, Roger 

Eaton, Judy Ross, Margaret 
Campbell, Margaret Hastie and 
Neil McEachern.

Those who contributed to the 
new RNLI building include the 
RS Macdonald Charitable Trust 
and The Hugh Fraser Founda-
tion.

The former lifeboat station at 
Port Askaig will continue to be 
used by the charity for storage 
and the current mooring remains 
unchanged.

There has been an RNLI pres-
ence on Islay since 1934. In the 

volunteers undertook 71 call 
outs and rescued 73 people.

STAFFIN
STAFFIN is again poised to 
play host to an exciting day of 
world-class sheep dog trials 
next Friday, July 18.

Around 60 handlers and their 
dogs are expected in Elishadder. 

It will be day six of the 
Hebridean Circuit as entrants 
compete for the prestigious 
shield and overall championship 
for the Hebridean Cup.

One of the organisers Ian 
MacDonald, Digg, said there 

standard’ collies and a full day 
of family entertainment.

‘There will be the usual very 
high standard of handlers and 
their dogs,’ he said. ‘We hope 
to have trialists from Scotland, 
Ireland, England, Wales and 
Europe all taking part again on 
what has been described as one 
of the most challenging courses 
on the trials circuit.

‘Among the competitors 
putting their dogs and 
shepherding skills to test will be 
past Scottish champions Scott 
Renwick and John MacKillop 
and former English National 
champions Alf Kyme and Jim 
Cropper, plus a contingent from 
Ireland to name but a few.’

Swede and former continental 
champion Mosse Magnusson, 
who now lives in Perthshire, 
will be the judge at the 
Elishadder contest. 

9am. All money raised will go 
towards Skye Cancer Care and 
donations will be gratefully 
appreciated.

THE HALL association has 
been discussing possible uses 
for an empty space in the attic 
above the foyer. 

A gym has been considered 
and plans are being drawn up to 
investigate the idea. Although 
it is at a very early stage the 
association is hopeful there 
will be enough interest from all 
sections of the community to 
provide evidence to potential 
funding organisations there is 
need for a local gym.

an important resource for other 
organisations in the community.

FAREWELL: Dalmally’s primary seven class with teacher Stephen Lawson and head teacher Caroline 
Fothergill on their last day in primary school Photograph: Kenny Gray. 

Dalmally pupils’ last day at primary school

BANAVIE Primary School pupils have been 
learning how to save energy with the help of a 
drama workshop.

The ‘play in a day’ scheme through Pals 
Productions and electric company E.On, taught 

the P6 children how to cut their power use. At the 

into a show which they performed to the rest of 
the school to pass on their ‘save energy, save the 
planet’ message.

CURTAIN UP: Alan Parker of Pals Production prepares the Banavie pupils for their big perfomance 

Banavie spotlight on saving energy

BILLY Ronald won the hand 
shearing titles in both the local 
and open competitions at this 
year’s sheep shearing competi-
tion run by Killin and District 
Agricultural Society.

The event was held at 
Auchlyne Farm on June 27 
by kind permission of Stuart 
Christie.

The two sections of hand-
clipped and machine shorn were 
well supported and judges Dick 
Steven and Allan Frame kept an 
eye on all competitors.

Chairman Sandy Taylor 
welcomed everyone and got 
proceedings underway.

The knowledgeable spectators 
were treated to an evening 
of splendid competition and 
everyone enjoyed refreshments 
and plenty of craic.

Machine results
Open: 1 Stewart Kennedy, 2 

James MacDonald, 3 Callum 
Lindsay. Local: 1 Sandy Taylor, 
2 Willie Taylor, 3 Billy Ronald. 
Young Farmers: 1 Callum 
Lindsay, 2 Stuart Grant, 3 
Fulton Ronald. 

Hand results
Open: 1 Billy Ronald, 2 

Gordon Stewart, 3 Rab Webster. 
Local: 1 Billy Ronald, 2 Gordon 
Stewart, 3 Rab Webster. Young 
Farmers ; 1 Sam Jacobs.

KILLIN

RAINFALL at Arisaig during 
June was well below average 
at 51.4mms, just over two 
inches, according to amateur 
meteorologist Ranald Coyne.

Precipitation for the year so 
far now stands at 715.2mms or 
slightly over 28 inches, slightly 
less than usual. 

Mean minimum daily 
temperature for the month was 
between 11ºC (average) and 
18.6ºC (below average).

Coldest night was 7ºC with 
the warmest day reaching 23ºC, 
lower than the hottest in April 
which was 24ºC.

ARISAIG

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

OUT AND ABOUT: Children from Barcaldine Primary School 
enjoyed two excursions with Stramash at the end of the school 

term. The youngsters went hiking to Ben Lora in Benderloch 
before they were taken to Loch Creran where they enjoyed 

canoeing

AWARD: Kyle Primary School pupils have received an award for promoting all things Fairtrade. 
The children formed a committee and have been learning about developing countries as well as 

preparing a recipe book and holding a Fairtrade tea and cake afternoon

Kyle Primary School wins Fairtrade award

THE FIRST rescued seal to be 
housed at the Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary this season has been 
named after one of Scotland’s 
greatest athletes.

To mark the Commonwealth 
Games, staff at the Barcaldine 
centre have decided to name 

cycling legend Sir Chris Hoy.
Chris arrived at the sanctuary 

last week after being brought in 
by a local vet who had picked 
up the pup in Oban. 

The tiny common seal pup 
was brought in to the sanctuary 
where he could be cared from 
around the clock. ‘We were still 
debating on the name for the 
young pup’ said curator Mark 
Hind and with Glasgow gearing 
up for the Commonwealth 
Games we decided to honour 
Scotland’s Chris Hoy.’

The seal pup is healthy and 
is suspected to have been 
abandoned by its mother.

The sanctuary’s animal care 

every four hours, including 
through the night to aid his 
development.

‘Chris is doing really well,’ 

NEW ADDITION: Chris the common seal pup is being reared by 
staff at the Scottish Sealife Sanctuary 

ANGUS McConnell, 83, whose 
late mother Mary was from Bu-
nessan, was chosen as a Queen’s 
baton bearer in East Kilbride on 
Sunday June 22.

The octogenarian is a stalwart 
of sport and amongst other 
things, he is part of East Kilbride 
sporting history having formed 
East Kilbride Youth Football 
Club in 1947.

Angus served on the committee 
of the Scottish Amateur Football 
League and for his efforts was 
made a lifelong member of the 
Scottish Amateur Football As-
sociation.

He formed East Kilbride 
Sports Council 41 years ago and 
was an executive member of the 
Scottish Association of Local 
Sports Councils for 30 years.

He is a life member of The 
Scottish Association of Local 
Sports Councils and still sits on 
the Scottish Youth Football As-
sociation appeals and volunteer 
committees.

He was a justice of the peace 
until retirement and a lifelong 
member of the parish church, 
having been an elder for many 
years.

Angus has a number of rela-
tions on Mull who he visits at 
least yearly and has been a life-
long reader of The Oban Times. PROUD: Angus McConnel carries the Queen’s baton 

said Mark. ‘He is still very 
vulnerable as normally at this 
stage, he would be suckling 
from his mother, but he is being 
monitored constantly and we 
are hopeful of a full recovery.’

Chris joins resident seals 
Pippa, Lora and Macey.

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

End of term adventures

VILLAGE SUCCESS: The Elgol community enjoyed fun and games 
at the village gala. Prizes were given for best dressed, biggest 

slob and furthest welly throw. Activities also included a bungee 
run, tug of war and a duck race, above. Afternoon cruises were 

offered by Misty Isle Boat Trips and Skye Boat Trips which raised 
£1,250 to be donated to Mallaig Lifeboat

Baton
honour for 
Angus

Seal pup 
named
after cycle 
legend

Elgol gala day fun and games 
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Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Unlimited Business Broadband 
and line rental. For customers signing up by 10th July 2014 at www.plus.net/business or by calling Plusnet Business. If 
you are located in a low cost area you pay £5.00 a month for 12 months, then £13.00 a month from month 13 (otherwise 

Andrew Vennard
I WILL campaign to keep 
services local and, if elected, I 
pledge to be a hard working and 
approachable councillor. 

and as an Oban community coun-
cillor, I have a wealth of experi-
ence in representing the interests 
of local residents, businesses and 
community groups. 

I also served as company secre-
tary, director and trustee during 
the fundraising and refurbish-
ment of Oban Phoenix Cinema 
and I am keen to help get other 
community-based projects off 
the ground. It has been the case in 
recent years that our council was 

among the independent and SNP 
councillors, leading to a collapse 
in local decision making, the fall 
of three council administrations 
over the course of the last two 
years, and the unenviable situa-
tion of Argyll and Bute Council 
being investigated by Audit 
Scotland. This cannot be allowed 
to continue and by electing me, I 
will drive up standards.

John MacGregor
IF ELECTED I will make the 
difference and provide the Area 
Committee with drive, energy 
and a willingness to improve 
Oban and North Lorn. 

What has this Area Committee 
achieved in the last seven years? 
Short answer is nothing! 

This election should not be 
about national politics but the 
candidate that you think is the 
best for the area. If elected, I will 

business perspective to an out of 
touch Argyll and Bute Council.
Elected members have lost all 
control of policy with the policy 
being dictated by unelected sen-

thus give the real power back 
to elected members and to you 
the electorate. I will campaign 
on many fronts including a 
children’s play park at Atlantis, 
short-stay pontoons in the bay, a 
new industrial estate, making the 
airport pay its way and giving 
communities more involvement 
in decision making.  

Marri Malloy
I HAVE lived in Oban for 40 years. 
I have also lived in North Connel, 
so I understand the difference be-
tween living in town and out of it.

I served as a director of the Scot-
tish Co-op, a director on the board 
of ACHA, am currently involved 
with the Children’s Panel, Oban 
High School Parent Council and I 
chair Soroba Enterprise Board and 
Oban Community Council.

It is an exciting time for Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles. BID, CHORD 
and TIFF are levers to promote our 
area. I have followed these propos-
als closely and will help make sure 
they keep the town of Oban vibrant.
We have the opportunity to achieve 
our potential and I want to play a 
part in taking forward the agenda 
of prosperity for all - young and 
old.

I would be honoured to be your 
councillor. I care about our town 
and the surrounding area and I am 
proud to call it home. If elected, I 
would work for Oban North and 
Lorn to make this part of Argyll a 
place seen as looking to the future 
and the welfare of its people.

Gerry Fisher
THE SNP is under attack! First 
some party members believed 
party policy was less important, 
and likely to be wrong, com-
pared to their own opinions so 
defected.

Second, from all of the other 
parties who have spent the last 
10 years telling you that we, 
the SNP, were ‘obsessed’ with 
the constitution and the last 20 
months saying you have to vote 
on the most important question 
you have ever faced – which 
choice you never would have had 
if you had believed them in the 
previous 10 years. Then from the 
Labour Party, who attack the 
SNP Government for suggesting 
they would want to decrease 
corporation tax, if you vote yes 
on September 18 because ‘it will 

The parties, and so called inde-
pendents, give no proposals on 
the real issues which face Argyll 
and Bute – depopulation, the lack 
of jobs and the houses, and rural 
primary schools to recreate and 
sustain our society. 

Kieron Green
IN RECENT years the council has 

committee positions seemingly 
more important for some than lis-
tening to concerns of local people.

potholes, dog mess and a lack of 
public toilets all remain problems. 

I want to tackle these issues while 
protecting our schools, social care 
and other vital public services. 

The council must continue to 
provide a full range of care includ-
ing residential care homes such as 
Eadar Glinn.

Many young people leave Argyll 
after completing their studies in 
search for employment. A sustain-
able long term future for Oban 
requires jobs and apprenticeships 
to be available. I aim to deliver this 
by ensuring money spent through 
initiatives such as CHORD and TIF 
supports existing local businesses 
to expand as well as attracting 
outside investment into the area.

I am passionate about ensuring 
our council delivers quality public 
services and promise to listen 
to issues raised by local people.

Oban North and Lorn 
by-election candidates
RESIDENTS
Lorn, of Argyll and Bute Council, go the 
polls next Thursday, July 17.

The by-election follows the resignation of 

Councillor Louise Glen-Lee who stepped 
down for personal reasons. Five people 
are standing in the by-election. See left for 
individual statements from the candidates.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Old church scales new heights
ADVENTUROUS PLAN TO OPEN CLIMBING CENTRE

Staff step out with Sean for charity

WORK on a new climbing centre 
in Fort William is due to start by 
late summer. 

The building, previously the 
MacIntosh Memorial Church, 
will be converted into an 
adventure facility including a 
cafe and sports massage service 

is set to open early next year. 
Owners Oliver Millington and 

Naomi Hatto have been granted 
planning permission and are 
waiting on building warrants to 
start work on the centre which 
they will run with the help of 
Miss Hatto’s parents. 

Mr Millington said: ‘We’ve had 
a few delays but we’ve done what 
we can in terms of stripping the 
building of all of the pews and 
things. We’re due the warrant in 
the next few weeks and we can’t 
wait to get started. We’re hoping 
to open at least part of the centre 
by February 2015.’

The 23-year-old and Miss 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Hatto, 25, moved to the town 
from Edinburgh where he was 
working as a climbing instructor 
and he said Fort William is the 
perfect place for their business. 

He added: ‘I was up here 
on a course and I thought this 
would be ideal. Climbing is 
so integrated in the Lochaber 
culture because of Ben Nevis 
and people come from all over 
the world to climb. 

‘There’s such a passion for it 
in this part of the world but it 
really does rain a lot. We want 
to provide a year-round service 
for locals and visitors to use 
regardless of the weather.’

Highland councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
area committee, welcomed the 
development of the grade C 
listed church, which has been 
closed since 2007. 

He said: ‘I think it’s a great 
idea to bring a well-loved old 
building back into use after it has 
been unused by the community 
for so long. If it can bring more 
business into the town then I’m 
delighted with that.’

Lochaber residents were also 
vocal in their support. 

Scott Kirkhope said: ‘This 

would be a great resource for 
Fort Williams residents and 
visitors. It would give visitors to 
Fort William somewhere to go 
during their stay if the weather 
was poor and encourage them to 
spend more money in the town.’

Andrew Burton added: ‘It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to add to 
the facilities of the area. This 

will be widely used by locals, 
visiting climbers, tourists, 
school groups and could be a 
hub of activity and a meeting 
point for outdoor enthusiasts. It 
will also support the students 
studying adventure tourism at 
West Highland College. Another 
step on the ladder of positive 
development in Fort William.’

Above: MacPhee & Partners 
staff before climbing Ben 

Nevis with weatherman Sean 
Batty, middle

STAFF at the Fort William branch of an estate agency and law 

of Ben Nevis. 
The MacPhee & Partners team embarked on the challenge 

with the TV personality as part of the STV Appeal and raised 
£850 for children in poverty. 

Amanda Meikle from MacPhees said: ‘It was really good, we 
had a nice day for it and the STV crew were great company. 
Sean had been spending time with some of the junior shinty 

seemed like a really nice guy.’

TAKING the Commonwealth 
baton to an unpopulated group 
of islands in the Outer Hebrides 
has been dubbed ‘crazy’ by one 
councillor. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles Council) mem-
bers announced on Monday they 
would divert the relay route and 
carry the baton to St Kilda by 
helicopter on Tuesday.

Councillor Donnie Steele said 
he was ‘dismayed’ that the event 
was taking place in the unpopu-
lated archipelago when other 
hebridean communities would 
not see the baton. 

He added: ‘This is detrimental 
to the communities of North Uist, 
Berneray and South Harris, who 
missed out on their opportunity 
to be part of the Commonwealth 
Games celebrations in what 
can only be described as an ill 
thought out publicity stunt. 

and Soay sheep enjoyed their 
visit and are as enthusiastic in 
their support as the children of 

our islands who yet again were 
not considered worthy by a face-
less decision maker who doesn’t 
know what it means to live on 
an island and the joy such visits 
give. A crazy decision.’ 

A spokesman for Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar defended the 
decision on Tuesday.

He said: ‘People need to have 
a bit more vision. This is an op-
portunity to promote the Western 
Isles and the world heritage site 
[St Kilda] to a world audience. 
Unfortunately the baton can’t 
go everywhere and we thought it 

to St Kilda to promote the site.’ 
Angus MacNeil, Na H-Eil-

eanan An Iar MP, called the 
decision ‘disappointing’. 

He added: ‘It was a huge 
oversight of the communities 
who didn’t get to take part in 
the celebrations. People feel let 
down and rightly so, there’s a 
feeling of unfairness and lack of 

fulmars enjoyed it.’ 

St Kilda baton drop 
dubbed ‘crazy’

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004THINKING BIG: Oliver Millington can’t wait to convert the old church into his climbing centre.  

20_f28climbing01
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COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

Sunart & District Agricultural Society Show
& Family Fun Day Out

Saturday 9th August 2014

Judging Commences 9.30am

Sheep, Cattle, Dog show
Local Crafts, Highland Dancing

Steam & Vintage Engines
Riders of the Storm Horse Stunt Show
Open to public by Pipe Band at 12.30pm
Adults £3, Children £2 Family Conc £12.

THE area truly offers something 
for everyone, with a wide range 
of places to visit, stay and eat 

out and a wide variety of activities for 
all ages. 

Lochaber has some of Scotland’s 
most spectacular and recognisable 
landscapes, from the imposing Ben 
Nevis towering over Fort William, 
Loch Linnhe and the tranquil Glen 
Nevis to the historic and atmospheric 
Glencoe. 

Who can forget Glenfinnan, home 
to one of the countries finest railway 
viaducts popular with historians and 
Harry Potter fans alike. Glenfinnan 
is also home to a monument which 
marks the spot where Bonnie Prince 
Charlie raised the standard before 
the 1745 Jacobite uprising. 

A visit to Lochaber is not complete 
without a trip to Mallaig, an idyllic 

fishing port with spectacular views 
of the Small Isles and a wealth of 
knowledge abut the village can be 
found in the visitor centre. 

One of Scotland’s greatest engi-
neering feats, the Caledonian Canal, 
starts at Neptune’s Staircase in Ba-
navie and follows up the Great Glen 
through Lochs Lochy and Ness. 

There are few better places to 
spend a warm summer’s day than 
on the stunning beaches of north 
Lochaber, including the famous Ca-
musdarach Beach featured in 1980s 
film ‘Local Hero’. 

Further west lies the remote wil-
derness of Ardgour, Morvern and 
Ardnamurchan home to the village 
of Kilchoan and the most western 
point in the country. 

The warm Highland hospitality will 
welcome visitors to a fantastic range 

of accommodation from hotels, 
bed and breakfasts, campsites and 
guest houses. 

Outdoor activities are plentiful in 
Lochaber, from walking and climb-
ing to cycling, mountain biking and 
trekking as well as a range of water 
sports. 

Numerous events are held over the 
summer including Highland Games 
in some of Scotland’s most beautiful 
locations, agricultural shows and 
gala days. 

Last month Fort William hosted a 
sheep race and locals and visitors 
alike flocked to watch the animals 
gambol down the High Street. 

So as the long (and hopefully 
sunny) summer nights spread out 
before you, why not get out and 
about and see what Lochaber has 
to offer. 

Summer is finally here and where better to spend it 
than the Outdoor Capital of the UK - Lochaber. 

Lochaber Pipe Band entertained crowds throughout the day. 20_f28games01

GLENGARRY Highland Games served up a day of fun, 
entertainment and exciting competitions at Invergarry 

Despite the scorching afternoon enjoyed by most in 
Lochaber, the village was overcast which may have af-

in the hammer, shott putt, weight over the bar, caber and 

Craig Nicholson from Oban won the best overall athlete, 

the Isle of Lewis and Ernie Weir from Arran both competed 

Games secretary Alison Donald was relieved that the 
rain stayed off but said she was disappointed at the poor 

weather wasn’t bad but it’s shame there wasn’t as many 

The children’s mini-games were a big success and the 
sack and egg and spoon races brought the usual hilarity to 

See the full results from the games on page 11.

Craig Nicholson from Oban bagged first place in all heavy 
events. 20_f28games02

Great craic 
at Glengarry 
highland games

It was fun and games in the ladies three legged egg and 
spoon race. 20_f28games03
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Fort William primary school pupils kept themselves busy in the lead up to the summer holidays by making a 
memorial garden. The children dedicated an area of school ground to those who fought in the first world war to 
mark the centenary of the first year of conflict. With the help of teachers, pupils of all ages planted flowers, drew 

poppies and weeded the garden.  

Cameron Square 
hosts burger
fundraiser
FORT William’s newest venue 
is set to host a barbecue to raise 
funds for charity. 

‘Burger Off Cancer’, run 
by voluntary group Loch-
aber Together, will be held at 
Cameron Square on Saturday 
July 19 will all proceeds going 
to Cancer Research UK. 

The fun day will feature live 
music, face painting, a stilt 
walker and a Punch and Judy 
show, all kicking off at 12pm. 

CELEBRATION: Nevis Bank nursery children dressed up for their 
last day party. 20_f28leavers04

A SKYE MP has again made the case 

isle. 
Charles Kennedy asked the UK 

government to look at ways the 
Ashaig airstrip, near Broadford, could 
be reopened during Scottish questions 
in the House of Commons. 

The Skye, Ross and Lochaber 
politician welcomed the government’s 
plans for a regional air connectivity 

fund - which helps expand services 
at existing small airports -  and asked 
David Mundell, the under-secretary 
of state for Scotland, to consider 

Skye. Mr Kenny said the response 
was ‘positive’, adding: ‘It would be 

the economy of Skye and Lochalsh. 
The excellent and broadly based local 

nationally. That needs now to be 
matched regionally and nationally.’ 

Ian Blackford, founding member 
of FlySkye, a campaign group for 
the reinstatement for commercial 

pleased with what Charles Kennedy 
said during Scottish questions. 
Things are still rumbling away and 
we’re working behind the scenes but 
we welcome any positive comments.’  

POLICE are appealing for 
information regarding the 
following incidents in Lochaber: 

 At 2am on July 4 a kitchen 
window was smashed at a house 
in Camesky Road, Caol, when a 
slate was thrown through it. 

 Sometime between the 
night of July 4 and 7am on July 
5 attempts were made to force 
entry to the Invergarry petrol 
station. A door was damaged but 
no entry was gained. 

 Between June 9 and July 
3 the BT exchange building at 
Glengloy was forcibly entered 
and a number of disused metal 
frames were stolen.

 Between May 1 and June 
29 a grey Rockhopper mountain 
bike was stolen from an 
outbuilding in Upper Achintore, 
Fort William.

Local police can be contacted 
regarding these incidents on 
101 or call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

LOCHABER is set to host 
a wartime summer gala to 

commando training site. 
The event, on Saturday August 

30, will mark the end of a survey 
of Achnacarry Estate, near 
Spean Bridge, where soldiers 
trained during the second world 
war. 

Members of the Lochaber 
Archaeological Society have 
been helping experts with the dig 

high-explosive items, including 
grenades and mortars, which 
have been removed by bomb 
disposal teams. 

Other memorabilia discovered 
at the site includes badges, coins, 
helmets a shaving kit, a diary 
and bullets, all of which will be 
on display at the gala in Caol. 

Robert Cairns, chairman 
of Lochaber Archaeological 
Society, said: ‘We want a good, 
old-fashioned World War Two 
open day for the public to enjoy. 
We’re having a jazz swing band, 
baking stalls, and a bouncy 
castle for the kids. 

Army recruitment personnel 
and members of the bomb 
disposal team at Faslane will 
be there and the Stornoway 
coastguard will have things 
going on out on the loch. People 
will have a chance to look at all 
the stuff we’ve dug up, it’ll be a 
great day for all members of the 
public.’  

In the morning invited guests 
will attend commemorative 
ceremonies at Achnacarry 
Estate and the Spean Bridge 
Commando Memorial. 

The artefacts discovered at 
the old training site will be used 
to make interpretation panels, 

Commando
site gems on 
show at gala

ESTATE FIND: A live hand grenade discovered at Achnacarry Estate. 

PLANS: Robert Cairns and the rest of the Lochaber Archaeological 
Society, have a day of fun planned to showcase their World War 

Two finds. 

giving information about the 
items and the stories behind 
them, to be housed at various 
locations across Lochaber. 

Mr Cairns explained: ‘All 
the panels will have a barcode 

that can be scanned with a 
smartphone to give you more 
information. It will also explain 
where other panels can be found, 
to make a kind of commando 
trail around the area.’

YOUNGSTERS’ END OF TERM SMILES

PRIMARY seven pupils 
across Fort William bade 
farewell to friends and 
teachers as they prepare for 
their next chapter at high 
school. 

Relatives turned out to 
special assemblies as the 
children sang songs and 
recounted their favourite 
memories of their education 
so far. 

Some pupils were presented 
with special awards for 
endeavour, citizenship and 
sport. 

All head teachers wished 
the P7s well for the future. 

Not to be outdone, the little 
ones at Nevis Bank Nursery 
dressed up in mortar hats and 
sashes for their leaving party 
as they head off to primary 
school. 

HARD WORK: Jade Bennett, left, and Erin Lawrie of Caol 
primary school were recognised for their hard work this year. 

Jade won the Catherine MacKenzie Memorial Cup for good 
citizenship and Erin won sports personality of the year. 

ALL TIED UP: Upper Achintore P7s proudly wore their new Lochaber high school ties. 20_f28leavers03 

PROUD: Lochyside RC primary school’s P7 pupils showed off 
their awards. 20_f28leavers01

WELL DONE: Banavie primary school pupils of all ages were awarded for endeavour. 20_f28leavers02

Police

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Looking
forward
to a new 
chapter

Pupils create world war memorial garden

FIREFIGHTERS had to be ferried to 
a remote island last week to attend to 

The volunteer crew of Kyle of Loch-
alsh Royal National Lifeboat Institu-
tion helped the crews get to the blaze 
on Scalpay, off the east coast of Skye. 
A boat used by Scalpay residents to 

bring guests to the island was also used.

to bring it under in an hour. The 
lifeboat was stood down and returned 
to Kyle once all personnel had been 
transferred and launched again to 

After completing the last of the 
transfers just after 7pm, the lifeboat 
returned to the station and was refu-
elled and ready for service by 7:30pm

caused by the spread of an initially



THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

THURSDAY 10TH JULY
Ramblers Association Guided Walk, Drimnin to Doirlinn, Lochaline
Oban Olds Committee Afternoon Tea, Royal Hotel, Oban, 2.30pm
Soup Lunch, Every Tuesday and Thursday, Church Hall, Connel, 12-2pm
Summer Ceilidh, Every Thursday, Taynuilt Village Hall, 8pm

FRIDAY 11TH JULY
Flower Festival, Duror Parish Church, 10am-4.30pm
Free trips on Steam Puffer Vic 32, Crinan Pier, Various times

SATURDAY 12TH JULY
Ramblers Association Guided Walk, Beinn a’Chuirn and Beinn Bhanach, Tyndrum
Free trips on Steam Puffer Vic 32, Crinan Pier, Various times
Flower Festival, Duror Parish Church, 10am-4.30pm
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day
Bags of Rock, Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 13TH JULY
Queen’s Baton Relay in Oban, 9am-10am
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day
Craft Fayre, Every Sunday, Creagan Inn Appin, 12-5pm
Free trips on Steam Puffer Vic 32, Crinan Pier, Various times
Flower Festival, Duror Parish Church, 12-4.30pm

MONDAY 14TH JULY
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day

TUESDAY 15TH JULY
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day
Soup Lunch, Every Tuesday and Thursday, Church Hall, Connel, 12-2pm

WEDNESDAY 16TH JULY
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day
Appin Art Society Exhibition, 16th-26th July, Port Appin Hall, 10.30am-6pm

THURSDAY 17TH JULY
Gaelic Woolfeis, Kintaline Farm, Benderloch, 10am
Soup Lunch, Every Tuesday and Thursday, Church Hall, Connel, 12-2pm
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day
Ramblers Association Guided Walk, Beinn Trilleachan, Glen Etive
Summer Ceilidh, Every Thursday, Taynuilt Village Hall, 8pm

FRIDAY 18TH JULY
Gaelic Woolfeis, Victory Hall, Benderloch, 10.30am
West Highland Yachting Week, 12th-18th July, Craobh, Oban, Tobermory, All day

Email details of your event to
whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

As an optometrist I was 
trained to measure “visual 
acuity”. For over one hun-
dred years we have used a 
simplistic measure which 
looks at the size of the 
object being viewed. You 
have probably heard of the 
American system 20/20, 
which measures distance 
in feet. In Europe we use 
a similar metric system. 
Both systems use a Snellen 
chart with high contrast 
letters reducing in size 
as we look further down 
the chart which is usually 
positioned six metres from 
the patient. These charts 
are excellent at measuring 
the quantity of our vision 
but give no indication of 
the quality of our vision.

In the world we all 
function in nothing is ever 
seen in terms of black and 
white. More often than not 
we see in shades of grey 
or in de-saturated colours. 
Just think about driving. 
Locally, we seem to spend 
a considerable time driv-
ing in mist or rain. If we 
are being truly honest how 

many of us have adequate 
vision for driving in poor 
visibility or at night? 

When I examine children 
or adults who spend most 
of their day staring at com-
puter screens the require-
ment is simply to enable 
them to focus clearly at 
whatever distance is appro-
priate for the task in hand. 
I regularly see patients 
who have been prescribed 
glasses who still have 
problems reading comfort-
ably. Why? The answer is 
vision encompasses a far 
greater range of abilities 
than simply seeing clearly 
at a set distance. Our eyes 
need to work together and 
focus easily at the various 
distances we require. Our 
brains need to be able to 
comfortably process the 
information sent from our 
eyes. Binocular vision 
problems and visual stress 
can dramatically reduce 
how well our vision system 
works. There is much more 
to assessing vision than 
simply measuring visual 
acuity!

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists 
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Vision

10 LEISURE Thursday 10 July, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

THE LOSS of a baby is one 
of the hardest things that 
any parent and family will 
have to deal with. 

But the Simpson Memorial 
Box Appeal (SiMBA) offers 
the support and care, not 
to mention, the experience 
of other parents who have 
had to deal with similar 
situations.

The Oban group held an 
emotional day when its 

memory of those children 
they had lost.

Susan Simpson, the 
SiMBA Highland co-or-
dinator, runs the group on 
the last Friday of the month 
in the Regent Hotel on the 
Corran Esplanade. The 

group is open to everyone 
including family members 
and friends. 

Susan said: ‘Standing in 

Firth of Lorne, 30 of us 
gathered together to honour 
the memory of the babies 
that we couldn’t watch grow 
up. 

‘As we met together in 
Argyll 140 were gather-
ing in Saughton Winter 
Gardens in Edinburgh, for 
the event hosted there by 
my boss Sara Fitzsimmons, 
founder of the and executive 
director.  

‘After sharing a bit about 
SiMBA and the work the 
charity does throughout 

the UK, Channel Isles 
and Gibraltar, I shared 
the vision for Argyll - that 
every bereaved family, no 
matter how long ago they 
lost their baby, would have 
the opportunity to access 
SiMBA’s services, be 
that the monthly support 
group, the Tree of Tranquil-
lity we hope to plant, or our 
memory boxes.

‘Every bereaved fam-
ily should know that they 
are not alone, that others 
understand the daily pain 
of empty arms and grieving 
hearts - that newly bereaved 
families will receive the 
support, understanding and 
empathy they need at that 
moment of tragic loss.’

Susan Simpson with Carys as they released their painted lady butterfly. 15_t27simba1

STAFF at the Yorkshire 
Building Society in Oban 
cycled 190km for charity 
last week, without having to 
leave the branch.

An exercise bike was used 
by customer service staff 
Jason Philip and Lynsay 
McLeish, while branch 
manager Sally Jackson 
supervised.

The cycle was in aid of 
Marie Curie Cancer Care, 
and was organised after the 
building society was named 
one of the sponsors for the 
Tour de France.

Sally said: ‘This is a 
fantastic cause as cancer 
affects most people.

‘The staff are doing 
190km as that is equal to 

France.
‘They’re taking it in turns 

but customers who come in 
are welcome to have a shot 
and help.’

Jason said everybody who 
came in donated, and that it 
was harder than he’d imag-
ined, but for a good cause.

Jason during a five mile stint for Marie Curie Cancer Care, with Lynsay, left, and Sally. 
07_t27yorkshire1

Building society staff 
pedal 190km - without 
leaving the branch 

SIX groups received the 
news this week of their 
success in accessing Health 
and Wellbeing funding from 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Health Network to support 
projects.

Health and Wellbeing net-
work coordinator Eleanor 
MacKinnon said: ‘Funding 
can make all the difference 
that groups need a to get 
started, or it is often that 
they want to pilot a new 
project. 

‘Regardless of the project 
all the groups who have re-
ceived funding are working 
to the same overall outcome 
of supporting individual’s 

health and wellbeing.’
The latest allocation from 

the fund was £8868. The 
amount was split between  
various organisations, rang-
ing from £450 to £2000, 
and was awarded to craft 
therapy at Rape Crisis; yoga 
for young people at NHS; 
Coolio music for Oban Win-
ter Festival; Glencruitten 
mountain bike trail;  week-
end drop in for youth cafe 
and cash for Friends of Oban 
Community Playpark.

Applications are now open 
for the next round of funding 
which has a closing date of 
September 3, with decisions 
made one week later.

Health Network funding provides 
support  to Argyll projects

Supporters of the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre in Oban recently walked more than eight miles for a sponsored 
walk in support of the charity. The walkers left from Dunbeg, along the footpath to Ganavan and onto the Kerrera ferry 

slipway, before finishing at the therapy centre in Glencruitten. 16_t26walk01

PUPILS from Ardnamur-
chan high school have been 
awarded the top prize in a 
tourism competition.

Discover MY Scotland set 
pupils the task of designing 
an online discovery trail for 
visitors wanting to discover 
their own local area.

Teams from Ardnamur-

third place, while Castlebay 
community school from 

second.
The competition allowed 

their own part of Scotland, 
including the history, 
geography, food and drink, 
events and culture.

The Ardnamurchan 
pupils won a day out at 

Experience, arriving in 
style by train across the 

viaduct.
Castlebay community 

school will be treated to a 
local day out at The Screen 
Machine mobile cinema on 
its next visit to the island.

The competition was 
managed by Skills Devel-
opment Scotland (SDS) and 
Springboard, with support 
from Upskill People.

SDS tourism sector man-

ager, Lawrence Durden, 
congratulated the winning 
teams, saying: ‘This award 
highlights the high stand-
ard of our young people 
and lets them nurture their 
entrepreneurial skills and 

-
vance in the future. Hope-
fully this experience will 
encourage them to explore 
future career options in the 
Scottish tourism industry.’

Ardnamurchan high school pupils Kate Bradley, Eilidh Ross, Connor MacNeil, Mairi Duncan and Jessie MacPhearson 
accept their awards. 

A GROUP of ‘squatters’  
in an Oban gym have been 
raising money for Cancer 
Research UK.

Gym members recently 
took part in the Fit4Less 
monthly challenge to com-
plete the longest squat hold 
against the wall.

The winner was one 

of the members, Alison 
McNab, who held her squat 
for an amazing 8.02mins 
and wins a free month at 
the gym.

Those taking part raised 
£77.28 for the charity and 
there will be another gym 
challenge this month for 
the same charity.

Fit4Lesss manager John Georgeson demonstrates the 
squat position for competitors.

Ardnamurchan pupils win top 
prize in tourism competition

Sponsored walkers raise cash for Oban MS Centre

Fit4Less gym challenges raise 
money for charity

Mrs Brown brings 
out the locals
OBAN Phoenix Cinema 

viewers last week for the 
Mrs Brown’s Boys D’ 

Movie.
Girl Guide leader Stella 

McIver and husband Stuart 
were amongst the ‘newbies’ 
going to the community 
owned picture house for 

years.
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To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

• How to Train Your Dragon 2
The thrilling second chapter of the epic 
How to Train Your Dragon trilogy returns 
to the fantastical world of the heroic Viking 
Hiccup and his faithful dragon Toothless. 
The inseparable duo must protect the peace 
– and save the future of men and dragons 
from the power- hungry dragon.
• Mrs.Brown’s Boys D’Movie (15)
When Moore Street market-trader Agnes 
Brown finds her livelihood under threat 
from a ruthless developer, she and her 
family embark on a campaign to save her 
stall, aided as only the Browns will be by 
a motley troop of blind trainee Ninjas, 
an alcoholic solicitor, and a barrister with 
Tourettes Syndrome.
• Jersey Boys (15)
Jersey Boys is a musical biography of the 
Four Seasons-the rise, the tough times and 
personal clashes, and the ultimate triumph 
of a group of friends whose music became 
symbolic of a generation.
• The Curious Incident Of The 
Dog In The Night Time (Encore 
Performance)
Following its smash-hit live broadcast in 

2012, the National Theatre production 
of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-Time returns to cinemas. Christopher, 
fifteen years old, has an extraordinary brain 
– exceptional at maths while ill-equipped 
to interpret everyday life. When he falls 
under suspicion of killing Mrs Shears’ dog 
Wellington, he records each fact about the 
event in the book he is writing to solve the 
mystery of the murder. But his detective 
work, forbidden by his father, takes him on 
a frightening journey that upturns his world.
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
• Skylight
Bill Nighy and Carey Mulligan feature in 
David Hare’s Skylight, directed by Stephen 
Daldry, broadcast live from the West End by 
National Theatre Live.
On a bitterly cold London evening, a 
schoolteacher receives an unexpected visit 
from her former lover. As the evening 
progresses, the two attempt to rekindle their 
once passionate relationship only to find 
themselves locked in a dangerous battle of 
opposing ideologies and mutual desires.
• Maleficent (PG)
The untold story of Disney’s most iconic 

villain from the classic Sleeping Beauty. 
Maleficent has an idyllic life growing up in 
a peaceable forest kingdom, until one day 
an invading army threatens the harmony 
of the land. Maleficent rises to be a fierce 
protector, but ultimately suffers a ruthless 
betrayal - an act that begins to turn her 
pure heart to stone. Bent on revenge, 
Maleficent faces an epic battle with the 
invading king’s successor and places a curse 
upon his newborn infant Aurora.
• 22 Jump Street (15)
After making their way through high school 
(twice), big changes are in store for officers 
Schmidt (Jonah Hill) and Jenko (Channing 
Tatum) when they go deep undercover 
at a local college. But when Jenko meets 
a kindred spirit on the football team, 
and Schmidt infiltrates the bohemian art 
major scene, they begin to question their 
partnership. Now they don’t have to just 
crack the case - they have to figure out 
if they can have a mature relationship. 
If these two overgrown adolescents can 
grow from freshmen into real men, college 
might be the best thing that ever happened 
to them.

         
   

How to Train Your Dragon 2 Thurs 10th 13.00 3D, 15.30 2D, 18:30 2D (screen 2)
Fri 11th 15:30 3D
Sun 13th 15:30 3D

                                      Tues 15th 15:30 3D
Mrs.Brown’s Boys D’Movie Thurs 10th 16:00 (screen 2) Fri 11th 13:30 (screen 2), 20:30

Sat 12th 13:30 (screen 2), 18:30 Sun 13th 13:30 (screen 2), 20:30
Mon 14th 13:30 (screen 2), 18:30 Tues 15th 13:30 (screen 2), 20:30
Wed 16th 13:30 (screen 2), 18:30 Thurs 17th 13:30 (screen 2)

Jersey Boys Thurs 10th 21:00 (screen 2)
The Curious Incident Of
The Dog In The Night Time Thurs 10th 19:00
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE
Skylight Thurs 17th 19:00
Maleficent Fri 11th 13:00 Sat 12th 13:00, 16:00 (screen 2)

Sun 13th 13:00, 16:00 (screen 2) Mon 14th 13:00, 16:00 (screen 2)
Tues 15th 13:00, 16:00 (screen 2) Wed 16th 13:00, 16:00 (screen 2)
Thurs 17th 13:00, 16:00 (screen 2)

22 Jump Street Fri 11th 18:00, 19:00 (screen 2) Sat 12th 19:00 (screen 2), 20:30
Sun 13th 18:00, 19:00 (screen 2) Mon 14th 19:00 (screen 2), 20:30
Tues 15th 18:00, 19:00 (screen 2) Wed 16th 19:00 (screen 2), 20:30
Thurs 17th 19:00 (screen 2) Te
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SUMMER 
CEILIDH

Thursday 10th July
at 8pm 

Taynuilt Village Hall
Admission £4,
Members £3,

Children (5-16 yrs) £2    
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Flower Festival
Duror Parish Church

Friday 11th & 
Saturday 12th July

10am til 4.30pm
Sunday 13th July 
12pm til 4.30pm
Teas, Coffee and 

home baking

will not be accepted. The winner must take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and 
website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. The 
winner must be aged over 18 years and provide proof of age. The winner must collect the prize in person at Tesco, 
Oban on an agreed date provided by The Oban Times. Digital subscribers can enter by printing the page and 
submitting their entry with the supplied entry form accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber 
(please provide your email address). 

Answer  ...............................................................................................................
Name  ..................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................

 .....................................................
Telephone ............................................................................................................
Email  ..................................................................................................................

WIN A BBQ
and summer goodies

QUESTION:
Which season would you normally associate barbecues with?
a) Winter b) Summer c) Autumn

Worth 
£250
Courtesy of 
Tesco, Oban

Summer’s here and to celebrate we’ve teamed up with Tesco 
Oban to give away a brand new barbecue and a whole range of 

garden party essentials to one lucky reader. 

This bumper summer prize includes 
a Masterchef Kettle Barbecue worth 
£90 plus barbecue briquettes, a cool 
bag and picnic tableware, a bottle of 
Pimms, two bottles of sparkling wine 
and a case of Budweiser, swingball and 
meat, poultry, fruit, salad and rolls of 
your choice to the value of £75.

To enter, simply answer this easy 

to The Oban Times, Tesco Summer 
Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Entries must be received by 
Wednesday July 16, 2014. The winner 
must be aged 18 or over and able to 
collect the prize in person at Tesco, Oban. 

Crop Circles, UFOs & The Masters of Wisdom
• A New Civilisation Dawns
• The Masters of Wisdom Return
• UFOs & The Technology of Light
• The Ending of Hunger & Poverty
• The Awakening of Humanity
• The Earth Transformed

All welcome. Admission Free
Tues 22nd July 7.30pm

The Regent Hotel Drawing Room, Corran Esplanade, Oban

IONA village hall has been

parties, discos, dances,
weddings and celebrations
over the years.

Last weekend, the Village
Hall Committee showed it
now has a new, and hope-

intimate settings for a
music festival.

The hall is the size of a
very small badminton court
with a small stage, yet it
showed off performers to
their very best.

Roddy Woomble, one of
a small team of organisers,

While the many super fans
gathered in the room would
have wished otherwise, the
break has allowed them to

-
bility to their work.

Playing a set that lasted
more than an hour and a
half, they were thrilled with
the ‘attentive’ attention of
the people gathered to see
them.

Woomble was down to

and humble in his dealings
with the gathered crowd.
Thanking them, each of the
band members delighted of
the applause.

They played a set list that
was, all at once tuneful,

honed and something eve-
ryone should at one point
in their lives have a chance
to hear.

who’ve been on a break, are

If the music they played is
anything to go by, Idlewild
are about to be stratospheric
- if they want to be.

Woomble invited Soren
MacLean, from Mull, onto
the stage to play with them,
and he certainly added an
acoustic edge to the hip
cool, down-to-earth rock
band.

Lead guitarist, Rod Jones,
stopped the gig at one point
to thank the audience - and
Woomble, Joanne Mac-
Innes, Gordon MacLean
and Mike Gordon for the
event. He said he had not
known Woomble to be so
organised.

The beauty of the event
was not its scale, and in
fact it’s uniqueness is that
one minute you are a rock

be a toilet cleaner or a chair

The connection between
the audience and the per-
formers was sincere.

The whole event was well
organised. Joined up think-

ing between most of the
accommodation providers
and eateries, the pub and
a drinks tent was on hand
serving timely food for
partied out festivalites.

There was a whole host of
performers including King
Creosote, The Hazey Janes,

-
day Suit and the Hannah

alongside fringe events and
entertainments.

Dancing islander Dot
Stewart said  ‘the disco was
amazing thanks to some
very special DJs.’

Special mention should
be made of Lorna Cam-
mock, a festival goer in
her eightieth decade, who
played Amazing Grace on
her mandolin in the Abbey
doorway to avoid a light
shower of rain

Unlike other festivals,
mud wasn’t a consideration
for Iona as a helpful islander
had placed a red carpet over
the worst of it, and most
folk wore wellies.

The bus home on Sunday
morning could have been
later. It was an early start
but all the chat was about

tickets early. There is a new
festival on the map - one
well worth making the ef-
fort to get to.

Iona Village 
Hall Festival
A new stage is set

REVIEW
by Louise Lee

A PAIR of Islay sisters have
set themselves a task of rais-
ing £35,000 for a hospital.

Alison Mather of Consiby

are raising the money to buy
an ultrasound scanner for

Hospital (RAH), after Jen-
nifer’s daughter Molly Anne
was born with the condition
hip dysplasia.

While receiving treatment
at the RAH, the sisters were
told by an orthopaedic spe-
cialist that more new-borns
could be scanned for the
condition but were not, due

to lack of funds to buy the
specialist scanner.

Alison said: ‘We are hop-
ing to raise the funds for
the RAH as children from
Islay and all over Argyll go
there with it being the main
hospital for the area.

‘We are raising funds on
Islay just now due to work
commitments, but we hope
that more people from the
mainland and further area
will help the cause.’

A range of fundraising
activities are now being

is on Sunday, July 13, when

volunteers will walk ‘Co

Co-op on Main Street to
the Port Ellen Co-op, on
Frederick Crescent.

The walkers are leaving
between 10 and 10.30am,
and all are welcome.

The sisters have also
organised a stall at the Islay
Show, on August 14, and
have more activities in the
pipeline.

Anyone who wants to

out more can contact Alison
at alisonhock@hotmail.
co.uk.

Jennifer holding baby Molly Anne, and Alison holding the orthopaedic harness that 
Molly Anne had to wear due to her hip dysplasia.

Islay sisters fundraise 
for specialist scanner

THE ROTARY Club of
Oban donated £600 to

recently in support of their
annual outdoor education
trip.

Planning is underway for

a group of 54 pupils and
three teachers to go to the
Ardentinny outdoor activ-

week of September.
The cost for one pupil is

£190, and various fundrais-

ing activities are planned  
to assist with the costs
involved.

Pupils and staff thanked
the club for the donation,
made on Friday, June 27 at
the school.

Rotary President Ronnie Neil presents the cheque, received on behalf of the school by 
Lewis Budge and Toni-Marie MacCorquodale.

Rotary Club supports

Roddy Woomble and David Galloway. Photos: Gordon Bruce

Singer and guitarist Andrew Mitchell played with the 
band Hazey Janes.

Hannah Fisher. 

Heavy results: Hammer: 1
Craig Nicolson, 2 Ranald Fra-
ser, 3 Ernie Weir; Shott Putt: 1
Craig Nicolson, 2 Ernie Weir,
3 Richard Didier; Weight over

Ernie Weir, 3 Richard Didier;
Caber: 1 Craig Nicolson, 2
Ernie Weir, 3 Ranald Fraser;
Weight for Distance 28lb: 1
Craig Nicolson, 2 Ranald

Fraser, 3 Ernie Weir; Weight
for Distance 56lb: 1 Craig
Nicolson, 2 Ranald Fraser, 3
Ernie Weir. 1 Craig Nicolson,
2 Ranald Fraser, 3 Ernie
Weir.

Children’s Race Results:
Under 5 Flat Race: 1 Freddie

3 Holly Fraser; Sack Race:

2 Murray Donald, 3 Lucy

Rebecca Johnstone, 2 Megan
Stewart, 3 Monica Pareja;

Ross MacKenzie, 3 Fergus
-

Fergus Fraser; Three Legged

-

Rodgers, 3 Monica? Cecilia

Allan; Egg & Spoon Race
-

Johnstone, 2 Taylor
Rodgers, 3 Megan Stewart;

2 Hugo Finlay, 3=
Cameron Fraser and Ross

Lucas Adamiel, 3 Jodie

Lisa Finlay and Lily

Libby MacLean, 2 Rebecca

Finlay
Fraser, 2 Hugo Finlay, 3

Mini Highland Games Re-

Kelly, 2= Lucas Adamiel and

-

1= Fergus Donald and Ronan

2 Lucas Adamiel, 3

Fergus Donald; Weight for

Kelly, 2 Lucas Adamiel, 3
-

Adult Results: Ladies Three

Catherine MacPherson and ,
2 Alison Donald and Heather

100 Metre Ladies: 1 Rebecca
Johnstone, 2 Monica Pareja;

Johnstone; 200 Metres Men: 1

400 Metres Men: 1 Ewen

Ladies 1 Rebecca Johnstone,;
Mens: 1 Archie Johnstone;

Johnstone, 2 Fergus Fraser, 3

Ewen Bradley leads the small field for the 200 metre race, 
followed by Mungo Blakely and Highland councillor Ben 

Thompson. 20_f28games04 

Glengarry Highland Games Results

THE COMMUNITY of
Taynuilt welcomed back its
summer season of ceilidhs,
displaying a more diverse
culture than usual.

Oban Gaelic Choir
provided the three soloists
for the evening, one of
which was Fumiko Miller,
who sang in Gaelic and
English before performing
‘Doh a Deer’ in her native
Japanese.

Young piper Aaron Hos-
sain started the proceedings
last Thursday in Taynuilt
Village Hall with a rousing
selection of pipe tunes.

There were further im-

pressive musical perform-

Fiddlers - Sarah Cameron,

Charlton, Sophie Campbell

Ann also teamed up with
local accordionist Alasdair
MacDonald and the pair
played some popular tunes.

Ailie Munro, the lone Isla
Sinclair Dancer, gave her

Highland dancing.
The other soloists for the

evening were Morag Smith
and Graeme Campbell.

Eilidh Munro of the Isla Sinclair Dancers.

Summer ceilidhs begin in Taynuilt
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YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

12 LETTERS Thursday 10 July, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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Across
1 Combine (4)
3 Object of scrutiny (8)
9 System when a royal cannot take the thron

(7)
10 Mushroom membrane (5)
11 Seeing things back to front (6,6)
13 Exercises whilst on the floor (3-3)
15 Essence (6)
17 Nut (6,6)
20 Go off script (2-3)
21 Monkshood (7)
22 Sweet liquid used in dynamite or food 

sweetener (8)
23 Charges (4)

Down
1 The first one (8)
2 Sweetener (5)
4 Therapy to help injuries (6)
5 The responsibility is on the purchaser (6,6)
6 Velvet leaved plant with yellow, white or 

purple flowers (7)
7 Appellation (4)
8 Cannot get along (12)
12 Adulations (8)
14 Carrying device (7)
16 Smooth, in music (6)
18 Green (5)
19 Explosion (4)

THA AN samhradh air tighinn! Agus na chois tha luchd-turais 
far feadh an t-saoghail a’ taomadh a-staigh dhan dùthaich, 
agus gun teagamh tha feum air barrachd faicill a’ siubhal nan 
rathaidean mòra ri linn sin! 

Saoilidh mi gum bheil drip seusan luchd-turais a’ tighinn cha 
mhòr gun fhiosta gach bliadhna, agus a’ chiad mhothachadh 
a th’ agad ’s e gum bheil turas àbhaisteach a’ toirt mòran a 
bharrachd ùine a shiubhal. ’S e deagh naidheachd eaconamach 
a th’ ann do dh’Alba gum bheil gnìomhachas an turasachd 
cho soirbheachail agus ged a bhios mòran a’ caoidh mar a tha 
dòighean-beatha traidiseanta air sìoladh às, feumar aideachadh 
gum bheil an cosnadh bho thurasachd a sìor fhàs cudromach. 
Sin is coireach gum bheil uimhir de dh’oidhirp ga dhèanamh 
gus luchd-turais a thàladh dhan dùthaich fad na bliadhna 
seach san t-samhradh a-mhàin mar a bha cùisean fad linntean. 
Agus tha an iomairt sin a’ soirbheachadh air Ghàidhealtachd 
agus anns na h-Eileanan cho math ris na bailtean mòra, mar a 
chì sinn leis na bhios de shluagh a’ tadhal mu àm Nollaige is 
Bliadhn’ Ùire is iad air an tàladh le àrainn agus dualchas nan 
sgìrean. 

Anns an fharsaingeachd saoilidh mi gur iad muinntir 
Bhreatainn fhèin as motha a tha a’ tighinn aig an àm sin 
ach feadh an t-samhraidh tha coigrich a’ nochdadh far fad is 
farsaing, agus sin fàth mo naidheachd mar gum biodh!

Nach annasach, ann an saoghal a tha cho ealanta ann an 
iomadach dòigh, nach eil aonta eadar-nàiseanta air nochdadh 
a thaobh riaghailtean cleachdaidh rathaidean-mòra. Ach chan 
eil, agus tha sin a’ fàgail dhùthchannan a tha a’ dràibheadh 
air taobh deas agus clì an rathaid, agus chan eil bacadh sam 
bith air daoine bho dhol a dhràibheadh ann an dùthchannan 
eadar-dhealaichte a dh’aindeoin ’s ged nach biodh iad cleachdte 
ri riaghailtean na dùthcha sin. Sin far am bheil an cunnart oir 
mar as eòlaiche a dh’fhàsas dràibhear ’s ann as dualaiche a tha 
gum bheil e neo i a’ dèanamh ghluasadan gnàthach, agus bidh 
sàbhailteachd dhaibh air an taobh den rathad air am bheil iad 
cleachdte  a bhith a’ siubhal. 

Ann an aon turas air an t-seachdain seo, chunna mi trì 
eisimpleirean den seòrsa gluasad sin agus bhuail e orm às ùr 
cho cunnartach ’s a tha e, agus nach gabh dad dèanamh ma 
dheidhinn seach cead-dràibhidh a dhiùltadh dha luchd-turais 
aig nach eil eòlas air an aon seòrsa riaghailtean rathaid rinne. 
Abair ùpraid nan dèanta leithid sin! 

Chuireadh e tilleadh air gnìomhachas turasachd, gu 
h-àraid air an dùthaich a-mach bho na bailtean-mòra, ach 
chaomhaineadh e beatha cuideachd!

THE MORE experienced the driver, the more he or she reacts 
instinctively and this contributes to road safety. 

Equally, drivers experienced in driving on the right 
instinctively seek safety on that side and this creates serious 
risks particularly during the tourism season on Scotland’s 
single-track road networks. It would take international 
agreement and many years to establish a world standard, but 
lives would be saved.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Corson’s Auction Mart, Oban, 1992
This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by reader Iain Macdonald of Oban and shows Corson’s Auction Mart, Lochside 

Street, Oban, in autumn 1992. Soon after this picture was taken, the building was razed to the ground to become what is now 
Tesco’s car park. The building included the Mart Bar or ‘Farmer’s Den’, a popular watering hole for local tradesmen and workers 
for many years. The entertainment and dances in the lounge on a Friday and Saturday night were memorable. It is still talked of 
today, 22 years after its demise, when former regulars meet, albeit in different surroundings. Prints or emails of flashback photos 

should be accompanied by a caption, name, address, and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped, 
addressed envelope.

Rockfield must     
be saved
Sir,
Regarding the lead story in last 
week’s Oban Times, we had no 
alternative but to make a last 
minute offer to stop the demoli-

School, an iconic Oban build-
ing. 

We are not against Argyll 
Community Housing Asso-
ciation’s (ACHA) social housing 
and understand how desperately 
we need more housing but better 
and more suitable sites are avail-
able.

This is a precious site in 
the centre of town. We will 
never get this back if it is used 
for housing. This must be 
protected as a community cul-
tural hub. It has been stated the 
ACHA project would provide 
employment for two years in the 

just for the next two years but for 
the next 100 years to be used by 
future generations of the town.  
If our town is to regenerate we 
must look to the long term.

Our economy is tourism based 
and this town centre location has 

community as well as boosting 
tourism.

We have, for years, looked to 
the much vaunted ethos of Oban 
as a gateway to the Isles rather 
than a destination in itself. We 
need to encourage people to 
stay longer.  This will provide a 
much needed facility to do this.
We need to demonstrate there is 
public support for the retention 

Please lodge this support by 
letter addressed to Stevenson 
Kennedy Limited, Linndhu 
House, 19 Stevenson Street, 
Oban, PA34 5NA, or by email to 
mail@stevensonkennedy.co.uk
or sign the petition in Albany 
Stores, Albany Street, Oban.

A public meeting is be-
ing arranged for later in the 
month. Details will be made 
available shortly. We can save 
this school if there is enough 
support. Oban, believe in your-
selves and have vision for the 
future.
Gordon and Alison McNab.

Conversion the 
way forward  
Sir,
The latest offer for the old 

in town has met with a cold 
reception from Argyll and Bute 
Council - see last week’s front 
page of The Oban Times.

Perhaps it would have been 
more honest if the council had 
come clean about its intentions 
for the old school from the 
beginning. 

They marketed the building 
and invited buyers to come 
forward. Potential buyers came 
with their offers and were turned 
away. It’s like going in to a shop 
and seeing something you like 
for sale only to be told it’s not 
really for sale.

Did the council have Argyll 
Community Housing Associa-
tion (ACHA) in mind for this site 
all along? Was the marketing of 
this school just a front? 

-
ment, however. The building is 
listed - still is, I believe. 

The solution to this problem 
was for the council to turn away 
all potential buyers and let the 
building fall into disrepair. 

The latest potential buyer is 
prepared to make an offer and 
turn the building into a social 
hub for Oban.

This type of conversion has 
often been used for other old 
schools across the UK. But still 
the council wants ACHA to have 
the site.

Are there no other sites in 
the town suitable for housing? 
Sites such as the old bowling 
alley come to mind. There is 
plenty of space and it is already 
surrounded by other residential 
properties. Why is ACHA so 
deserving of getting the old 

-
ers had made genuine offers for 
the building? 

At the very least the general 
public should be allowed to dis-
cuss all the options for the future 

public meeting, preferably one 
at an accessible place and time. 
This is too important an issue to 
be decided behind closed doors.
Sarah Swain-Nisbet, Dalintart 
Drive Oban. 

Royal Mail 
Universal Service
Sir,
In your July 3 issue you reported 
Deborah Rodger, Royal Mail’s 
delivery director, had warned 
that the universal service could 
become unviable leading to a 
possible reduction in the six-day 
postal delivery service in ‘rural 
areas’.

This universal service was 
a key part of the Royal Mail’s 
constitution prior to part-priva-
tisation last year and guaranteed 
a common delivery policy and 
pricing structure across the UK. 
Or did it?

Surely, of all people, its de-
livery director should be aware 
that the Royal Mail had actually 
abandoned the common pricing 
structure at least 18 months 
before privatisation and that it 
is currently piloting a seven-day 
delivery service in selected 
cities. Perhaps Ms Rodger is 
suggesting the six-day service in 
the Highlands and Islands will 

new seven-day delivery in the 
big cities? 

Under a tariff set in April 
2012, if not earlier, parcels sent 
to Oban - apart from those sent 
by retail customers (ie at a Post 

by 110 per cent*.  I think we 
can all expect to wait a little 
bit longer for deliveries to the 
islands and the remoter parts of 
the Highlands but to add such a 
massive surcharge as well is in-
iquitous and I question whether 
towns like Oban and Inverness 
can really be classed as remote 
or rural.

Ms Rodger is not the only per-
son who is apparently unaware 
of Royal Mail’s zonal pricing 
structure. Dr Vince Cable and 
dozens of MPs from all parties, 
including SNP’s Mike Weir, 
appeared to be unaware of it 
whilst proclaiming their support 
for the universal service during 
the debates, parliamentary ques-
tions and statements in the run 
up to privatisation.
A S Noble, North Connel.
* See http://www.parcelforce.
com/send-uk/our-uk-prices/un-
derstanding-account-pricing

Cherry picking 
unfair competition 
Sir,
I was interested to read the article 
on Royal Mail and the universal 
service obligation (USO) in 
your paper of  July 3 and agree 
with all of what Royal Mail was 
saying that the USO is under 
threat.

Historically the revenue  from 
highly populated urban areas 
supported  the rural remote ar-
eas to enable a one price goes 
everywhere universal service. 
But with the government 
allowing, indeed possibly 
encouraging foreign companies 

VC commemoration
RESIDENTS in Portnahaven will 
be fully consulted by Argyll and 
Bute Council  regarding the siting 
of a commemorative paving stone 
honouring the bravery of Lieutenant 
David Lowe Macintyre who received 
the Victoria Cross for exercising 
supreme gallantry while serving in 
World War I.

The war hero was born in 
Portnahaven in 1895 where his father, 
the Rev Archibald S Macintyre, was 
the United Free Church minister. He 
attended the local primary school 
before the family moved to Edinburgh 
and young David attended the George 
Watson College and later Edinburgh 
University.

The outbreak of the 1914-18 war 
interrupted his studies and he 
joined the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders where he attained the 
rank of Lieutenant. He was appointed 
temporary Captain and Adjutant of 
the 6th HLI in June 1918 and the 
outstanding bravery he showed during 
action in August of that year at Henin 

‘Children of         
the Smoke’
‘CHILDREN of the Smoke’, 
a major new multi-media 
musical production, is 
one of the key events for 
Homecoming Scotland 2014 
and the Glasgow 2014 cultural 
programme. 

It will be staged at Glasgow 
Green on Monday July 
28 at 7.30pm as a one-off 
performance.  

The free show is a universal 
story about people, places 
and connections. It lasts 75 
minutes and includes dancers, 

Scotland’s leading musicians 
and singers.  

The show will look at the 
nostalgic notion of Gaelic 
identity through time 
exploring issues of exile 
and homelessness with the 
audience being carried on an 
epic journey into the world of 
the Gael, a people scattered 
across the globe where they 

endless ways.   
Directed by Jim Sutherland, 

the production is the 
culmination of a two-year 
project ‘Struileag’ involving 

performance and music.  
Songs and story lines have 
been commissioned from 
more than 20 writers and Jim 
has created a contemporary 
score which will be 
performed by the 20 singers 
and musicians on a ground- 
breaking set design featuring 
a rotating, traditionally-built 

In a poignant and uplifting 

with the full force of the 
performance ensemble on 
stage.

Anamchara
A WELCOMING trend in 
recent years has been the way 
in which traditional music 
and other genres have worked 
together.

This will again be the case 
in the production ‘Anamchara- 
Songs of Friendship’, Scottish 
Opera’s new family opera in 
the Theatre Royal from Friday 
July 25 to Sunday July 27.  

Performances will be at 
6.30pm each evening with 
matinees on Saturday and 
Sunday at 2.30pm.  

Scottish novelist Andrew 
McColl Smith wrote the opera 
on a theme of friendship and 
the ties which bind people 
together whatever their age 
and no matter where they live.  

Seven songs representing 
seven different kinds of 
friendship will take the 
audience from day to night 
and from childhood to 
adulthood.  

There will be singers and 
musicians from Scotland, 
India, Canada, New Zealand 
and Australia with traditional 
instruments from Scotland 
and India, a total of more than 
100 performers, including a 
community choir made up of 
children, adults and students 
from the Commonwealth.

Diary dates
Friday July 11: Tolbooth, 
Stirling, 8pm - Jamie Smith’s 
Mabon with support from Feis 
Fhoirt Ceilidh Trail Band.
Tuesday July 15:  Live at 
the Star, Admiral Bar, 72a, 
Waterloo Street, 8pm, Iain 
Thomson and Marc Duff.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar 
on Friday evening will be 
provided by Country Crazee 
Harp, from Chicago, with 
whom Skerryvore have played 
while on tour.  

It will be Willie Cameron/ 
Martin Pottinger there 
on Saturday and Nicky 
McMichan on Sunday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Crooked Reel on Friday and 
Twist of Face on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

BRAVE: Lieutenant David Lowe 
Macintyre VC

Fontaine and Croiselles, France, was 
recognised with the supreme award 
for gallantry. During further action 
a month later at Mouvres, he was 
wounded in the leg and invalided back 
to the UK. He was discharged from 
the army early in 1919.

A distinguished career in the Civil 
Service followed and, at the time of 
his retirement in 1959, he was Under 
Secretary at the Ministry of Works 
Scotland.

Ten years earlier he had been 
appointed a Companion of the Civil 
Division of the Order of the Bath 
(CB) in the New Year’s Honours List.

Lieutenant Macintyre died in an 
Edinburgh nursing home in 1967 
and his ashes were scattered in the 
garden of remembrance at Warriston 
Crematorium.

He is one of three VC holders 
from Argyll and Bute who are to be 
similarly honoured in the government 
backed commemoration plans. The 
others are Captain George Paton 
from Innellan and Lieutenant John 
Reginald Graham of Helensburgh 
and Cardross.  

Ileach honoured
AN ISLAY born economist, 
psychologist and criminologist was 
among those receiving the OBE in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

George Dunne Cameron Hosking, 

the Wave Trust, received the honour 
in recognition of his efforts to reduce 
violence, child abuse and neglect in 
society.

He was born in Bowmore, the 
home village of his mother Patricia, 
nee Cameron. His uncle Captain 
John Cameron, know to everyone 
as Donsac, was for many years the 
owner and mine host at Bowmore’s 
Imperial Hotel, now rechristened the 
Harbour Inn.  

Diamond wedding
HEARTY congratulations to Gaelic 
activists Ena and Peter Campbell of 
Dunblane who have celebrated 60 
years of happy marriage.

The Campbells have been and 
continue to be great supporters of 
the Gaelic cause in Stirlingshire and 
beyond and have been particularly 
supportive of the local Gaelic choir, 
the Stirling branch of Comunn 
Gàidhealach and the Glasgow Islay 
Association. Peter’s long attachment 
to An Comunn Ileach saw him 
serving as association president 

from 2008 to 2011. The diamond 
anniversary did not go unmarked 
as family and friends, including the 
bridesmaid and best man of 60 years 
ago,  gathered in Dunblane’s Victoria 
Hall where the Jack Delaney band kept 
everyone on the hop far into the night.

Well done Ena and Peter and keep 
the diamonds sparkling!

Locum minister
PROVIDING locum coverage at the 
vacant island charges of Kilarrow and 
Kildalton and Oa for the month of July 
is the Rev Dr Frank Gibson.

Dr Gibson is no stranger to these 
parts as he is a former minister of the 
two vacant parishes and also served 
as parish minister at neighbouring 
Kilmeny.

The locum minister, a former 
distinguished convenor of the 
Church of Scotland’s Board of Social 
Responsibility, now CrossReach, is 
in residence at the Kilarrow manse at 
Bowmore.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay, PA43 7JX. 
Telephone 01496 810658.

to come in and cherry pick 
the high density low cost 
areas, while using down 
stream access through Royal 
Mail to deliver the rest is 
hardly fair competition.  I 
doubt if any other EU country 
would allow this and cer-
tainly not years before it was 
required. 

But most of all I was interested in 
Alan Reid’s comments. On many 
occasions over the past few years I 
have coresponded  with Mr Reid, 

over the threat to the USO from 
cherry picking and what I see 
as  unfair commpetition. On 
every occasion I was told that 
privitisation was the only way 
forward for Royal Mail at a time 

was not a drain on the public 
purse. A short letter cannot go 
into the many issues surounding 
Royal Mail and the govern-

his latest correspondence with the 
words ‘the USO is safe’, yet now 
expresses concerns. We watch 
with interest. 
John MacLean.

Green Energy
Mull thanks
Sir,
I would like to thank our MP 
Alan Reid for his assistance 

-
cally to help our Garmony Hydro 
project. 

As a result of ambiguous 
information on the Department 
of Energy and Climate Change 
website, in December 2012, we 
applied for preliminary accredi-
tation for Feed in Tariff prior to 
the scheme having been approved 
by the European Government. 
The preliminary accreditation 
was meant to ‘peg’ the tariff for 
Garmony hydro two years in 
advance of commissioning, at an 
enhanced rate of 15.5p/kW. We 
actually secured preliminary ac-
creditation at 12.18p/kW because 
of a delay in approval.

The change in the law is 
required to allow this situation 
to be corrected. The extra 
tariff payment will add around 

payments  to the communities 
of Mull and Iona for the duration 
of the Feed in Tariff contract. 

had already assumed that the 
problem would be solved one 
way or another. 
Moray Finch, director, Green 
Energy Mull.

Anyone who has ever had an ill family member who had to 
endure the torturous journey to Glasgow by taxi to receive vital 
treatment and care will understand and empathise with the plight 
Wilma MacIntosh.

-
munity to get behind a campaign for a dialysis unit to be located 
here in Argyll.

As a community, people have come to accept that health care is 
not necessarily found on our doorsteps; but asking children and 
adults, who have a chronic illness, to travel by car for at least four 

times a week, is simply unacceptable.
NHS Highland recognises there is a problem and wants to do 

something about it - but it is not a priority for now.
Wilma asks a very pertinent question of the community: why 

don’t we do it ourselves?  She points to the resilience of this 
community: a community that established a MS centre, a leisure 
centre, a hospice and many other successful ventures.

The community has done this by taking the lead, by being 
determined and focused; and by not accepting no for an answer. 



Croabh, Oban and Tobermory are ready 
to welcome the West Highland Yacht-
ing Week (WHYW) fleet that arrives on 
Saturday, July 12, at Craobh Marina and 
moves to Oban and Tobermory over the 
week until Friday July 18. The event is two 
weeks earlier this year – to avoid a clash 
with the Commonwealth Games. As well 
as the change of dates, the event stays two 
nights in Craobh with the first day’s racing 
sailing a new course in Loch Melfort and 
circumnavigating the Isle of Shuna. 

Feedback from competitors has shown 
the fleet like to stay together so the two 
nights at Craobh Marina will be a plat-
form for renewing old and making new 
acquaintances as well as trialling a new 
format. 

Offering an exciting variety of competi-
tive sailing, stunning scenery and a first 
class social programme with the best of 
west coast hospitality, it’s little wonder this 
major yachting continues to be a magnet 
of attraction for the sailing community. 

It’s a regatta that sees entries from some 
who have not competed for years as well 

as many new faces including some third 
generation of the same family - children 
who competed as youngsters now skip-
pering with their own families. 

There are ten racing classes with a mix 
of passage and Olympic style racing 
throughout the week. The six spinnaker 
classes, divided between both CYCA and 
IRC handicap systems, are known as the 
Tunnock’s Fleet reflecting the major spon-
sorship of the event from Tunnock’s. 

The four restricted or white sail classes 
are designed to place emphasis on family 
involvement and are known as the Argyll 
Fleet, acknowledging the support of the 
event from Argyll and Bute Council. 

The principal race officer is Malcolm 
MacGregor, well known and hugely expe-
rienced at running major regattas. He said: 
‘We hope the mix of races we offer in both 
passage and round the cans will give all 
the competitors an enjoyable week with 
something for everybody. We are looking 
forward to running the new Loch Melfort 
Race which will be something completely 
different for 2014.’ 

On your marks for West Highland Yachting Week

Inside:
Race Programme
Social Events
Dining Out 
The best Vantage Points

We hope to make this 
year’s West Highland 

Yachting Week as 
exciting and integrated 

as we possibly can
David Waltho, chairman of 

the joint regatta committee

“

“
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Trail West
Trailer and Tow Bar Centre

Trail West - Trailer Sales, 
Servicing and Repairs
Spare Parts & Accessories

Caravan Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Servicing
& Repairs
Motorhome Rental
Winter Storage

3-4 Mill Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HA
Oban. Telephone (01631) 563638  trailwest@talktalkbusiness.netTRAIL WEST

An  Aladdin’s cave for anyone who Tows

Authorised Castrol Marine Distributor

Calor Gas, Filters & Detergents
Marine Fuels & Lubricants

Waterproof Clothing, Boots, Gloves

RAILWAY PIER, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 4LW
TELEPHONE: 01631 562849

Have a change of Marina and a new outlook from your boat in one of Scotland’s most beautiful and 
naturally sheltered Harbours which provides safe all year round berthing with attractive rates.
Facilities include individual berths, electricity, water, diesel, free showers and wifi and a laundry 
service. We have a marquee for hire and an attractive picnic and bbq area, including outdoor 
games and gym, kayaking, family and pet friendly with CCTV.
The Harbour is situated in the heart of a friendly traditional fishing village filled with welcoming 
bars, shops, restaurants, galleries and hotels open all year round, in addition fabulous walks up 
and around the castle.

Tarbert is a perfect base to explore the Mull of Kintyre and the beautiful Scottish islands such 
as Arran, Gigha, Islay, Jura, the Cowal peninsula and an ideal stop over if heading through the 

Crinan Canal. Radio contact ch14, for more information please contact the Harbour Office, 
Tarbert (Loch Fyne) Harbour Authority, Harbour Office

Garval Road, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6TR. Tel: 01880 820 344
Email: info@tarbertharbour.co.uk www.tarbertharbour.co.uk

Annual or 
Summer/Winter 
Pontoon Berth

AS ONE of the big events 
being held in the year of 
the Commonwealth Games 
in Scotland, West Highland 
Yachting Week is linking with 
other sailing events taking 
part on the west coast of 
Scotland over the summer. 
Some of the yachts participat-
ing have already taken part 
in Oban Sailing Club’s Round 
Mull Race as well as the local 

Oban, Glencoe and Lochaber 
Regattas.

David Waltho, chairman of 
the joint regatta committee 
that organizes WHYW said: 
‘We hope to make this year’s 
West Highland Yachting Week 
as exciting and integrated as 
we possibly can. It is the year 
of Homecoming Scotland 
which is attracting people 
from all over the world to 

Scotland. The Homecoming 
extends the benefits and 
opportunities offered by 
the Commonwealth Games 
and Ryder Cup. The events 
programme is already 
designed to increase visitors 
to Scotland and generate 
additional tourism revenue 
in a celebration of Scotland’s 
past, present and future. 
WHYW has it’s origins as 

far back as 1882 so sits well 
within this framework as 
probably the oldest and most 
prestigious yachting event in 
the country.’

Some yachts from the 
WHYW fleet will continue to 
the Commonwealth Flotilla 
of sail that will proceed up 
the Clyde from James 
Watt Dock right into the 
heart of Glasgow. With 250 

participating boats this will 
be the largest flotilla in the 
Clyde’s history and will be a 
spectacular sight to launch 
the Commonwealth Games 
afloat. 

Dave Waltho added: ‘We 
are one of the links in an ex-
tensive chain of events that 
are relevant to our sailing 
regatta in 2014 - it is already 
a summer of sailing! ‘

A special year for WHYW 2014

A feeder race from Oban takes those yachts 
competing from the north to Craobh Marina on 
Saturday July 12 for the launch of the event. 
  Marina manager Jim Berry said: ‘Craobh is looking 
forward to hosting the start of the week, particu-
larly with the fleet staying two nights. We always 
endeavour to make sure everyone has a great time 
at the marina. 
Half price berthing is offered for all WHYW competi-
tors and the new all facilities building at Craobh will 
service the fleet. Facilities for yachts are also avail-
able at nearby Kilmelford, Crinan and Ardfern.

The Loch Melfort Race
The Points Series starts on Sunday with the fleet 

racing a new course in Loch Melfort, off Craobh 
Marina. With an overall distance of around 23 
miles and circumnavigating Shuna island, race 
officer Malcolm MacGregor thinks this will make 
an excellent start to the week with some close 
and challenging racing for both the Tunnock’s and 
Argyll fleet classes

Craobh to Oban
Ranked as one of the most scenic passage races 

in the world the fleet comes together again for the 
race to Oban.

Travelling through Fladda and Insh past the 
islands of Easdale and Luing to the finish north of 
Kerrera over a distance of around 20 miles. 

Firth of Lorne 
The Firth of Lorne racing sees the fleet divide into 

those racing with spinnakers, the Tunnock’s Fleet 
and the restricted sail classes, the Argyll Fleet racing 
separately. 

The Argyll Fleet sails an inshore course to the 
south in the Firth of Lorne taking in Bach Island, 
Insh and marks off Ardencaple and Loch Feochan. 
The colourful Tunnock’s fleet races round the cans 
off Ganavan on Olympic style courses. 

Wind permitting there will be two races for the 
Tunnock’s fleet. 

Oban to Tobermory 
This ever popular race is a particular test for the 

fleet sailing the Sound of Mull where wind and 
tide varies to give competitors a choice of shore 
to race amidst the majestic backdrop of Mull and 
Morvern.

Sound of Mull 
WHYW boats have a day’s racing off Tobermory 

on Thursday when the Tunnock’s Fleet again race 
two Olympic style courses in an area bounded by 
Rubha nan Gall and Mingary Bay while the Argyll 
Fleet race out to Ardmore, Quinish Point and Ard-
nacross Bay. 

Tobermory to Oban
After two nights in Tobermory, the fleet sails back 

to Oban down the Sound of Mull
with this race specially sponsored by Thomas 

Tunoock Ltd. The final prize-giving ceilidh is held in 
the Argyllshire Gathering.

The Race Programme

The Joint Regatta Committee gratefully acknowl-
edges the support of all sponsors ensuring the 
success of the 65th West Highland Yachting Week. 

Tunnock’s
World renowned biscuit makers Tunnock’s have 

supported the event for the last four years. The 
spinnaker classes are known as the Tunnock’s Fleet 
and Thomas Tunnock Ltd sponsor the Tobermory 
to Oban passage race on the final day of the event.  
Top up biscuit packs for the famous Tunnock’s 
survival box are an essential part of WHYW 

Boyd Tunnock CBE, managing director of the 
Uddingston based company who is also an en-
thusiastic competitor said: ‘We are delighted once 
again to be supporting this well loved yachting 
regatta which has such a loyal following and great 
camaraderie. We look forward to this year’s racing.’

Argyll and Bute Council
Recognising the benefit the regatta brings to 

Oban Argyll and Bute Council has given its support 
to help run WHYW and this is acknowledged in 
naming the restricted sail classes the Argyll Fleet 

on the days the fleets race separately. This partner-
ship reflects the economic and social importance 
of WHYW to the wider community of Argyll and 
Bute. 

Tobermory Harbour Association
Offering the best of west coast hospitality with 

moorings, pontoon berths and free anchorage in 
Tobermory Bay Tobermory Harbour Association 
(THA) is a welcome partner with WHYW.  Taigh 
Solais at Ledaig has full onshore facilities for visit-
ing yachts. THA, whose ethos ‘facilities for all’ en-
courages everyone afloat to sort and re-cycle their 
waste ashore. Brian Swinbanks, chairman of THA 
said: ‘We are very happy to support West Highland 
Yachting Week that brings enormous benefit to all 
our community on Mull.’ 

The Crown Estate
The Crown Estate supports WHYW as part of its 

wide ranging programme to promote the sustain-
able development of leisure sailing across Scotland 
and to help raise the profile of an industry that is 
crucial to coastal communities Paul Bancks, Coastal 

Manager (Scotland) said: ‘The Crown Estate is de-
lighted to be able to provide support to the 2014 
event again. With over 5,000 licensed moorings 
around Scotland we play the lead role in managing 
the provision of mooring space for the Scottish 
boating community. We wish all participants the 
best of luck and good sailing’.

West Coast Motors
West Coast Motors is again providing a special 

transport service between Dunstaffnage and Oban 
to link up with après sail events when the fleet is in 
town. West Coast Motors has been bringing peo-
ple together via their transport system since 1923 
much as WHYW has been attracting sailors for 65 
years. West Coast Motors also run a fast passenger 
ferry service - Kintyre Express - providing speedy 
sea links between Campbeltown, Ballycastle and 
Troon as well as offering flexible private charter.

Flit Self Drive,Van, Car & Bike 
Hire

Flit of Oban help with provision of transport for 
the organisation of the event.

Event Sponsors
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• Moorings 
• Marine Civils 
• Surveys 
• ROV services
7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 
F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

50 BERTH 
MARINA NOW OPEN

Mallaig Harbour 
Authority

WISHING ALL COMPETITORS 
THE BEST OF LUCK 

DURING WHYW
Tralee Bay, Benderloch, by Oban, Argyll PA37 1QR

Tel: 01631 720485 • Fax: 01631 720545
Email: info@owensails.com

Chandlery and all kinds of 
hardware and ironmongery.

Hydraulics, splice rope and wire 
and also crimping. 
Oxygen, acetylene and propane 

can be supplied.
CMC (Shipchandlers) Ltd
The Old Bakehouse, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6JE 
Phone: 01586 551441 Fax: 01586 551764
Email: info@cmcshipchandlers.co.uk

Saturday
Craobh Marina-up to 

100 yachts mustered 
here for WHYW’s grand 
opening party

Sunday
Watch the fleet head 

out from Craobh Mari-
na from 0900 from the 
end of the causeway to 
the start off Craobh.

Monday
See the fleet starting 

off from Craobh from 
1100 and sailing down 
Loch Melfort. Cullipool, 
Easdale Island and 
Ellenabeich offer good 
vantage points to see 
the racing where the 
fleet comes together.

When in Oban Yachts 
berth at Oban Marina, 
off Oban Sailing Club, 
the Esplanade or at 
Dunstaffnage Marina. 

Tuesday
Best views from 

Dunollie Point, Oban’s 
Esplanade, Ganavan 
and Dunstaffnage Ma-
rina from 0900. Also, 
the Castle headland. 
Watch the Tunnock’s 
Fleet race round the 
buoys from Ganavan 
or the west side of 
Kerrera for the Argyll 
fleet. 

Wednesday
Views from Oban 

Esplanade, Dunollie 
Point, from 1300 to 
see the yachts head 
to Tobermory. Oban 
and Dunstaffnage 
Marina for the yachts 
departing. The fleet on 
passage to Tobermory 
is a sight to behold 
in the Sound of Mull 
when the yachts come 
together. Passengers 
aboard the CalMac 
ferry gain a bird’s 
eye view through the 
Firth of Lorn and the 
entrance to the Sound 
by Lismore Light. The 

fleet musters in Tober-
mory Bay.

Thursday
Boats leave Tobermory 

from 0930 - Head to 
Rubha nan Gall Light-
house or Ardmore Point 
to see the fleets racing 
at the North entrance to 
the Sound of Mull. 

Friday
Watch from Tober-

mory Bay at 08.30 as the 
boats head down the 
Sound of

Mull to Oban. Viewing 
from the east coast of 
Mull – the road from 
Tobermory to Craignure 
and the Cal Mac ferry 

back to Oban.

Anyone wishing to 
check on best locations 
to see the fleet can 
phone 07879 646 170

Results of each day’s 
racing are posted on the 
website www.whyw.
co.uk

The best vantage 
points to see the fleet

Follow West Highland Yachting Week on facebook
www.facebook.com/WestHighlandYachtingWeek

Thursday 10 July, 2014



16

EVERY DAY
EARLY BIRD OFFER! 
Kids eat for a Fiver 
(between 5.30-6.30pm)
• Choice of Dish from Mini-

Munchers Menu
• Soft drink (orange/apple juice, 

pop can or flavoured water)
• 2 scoops of ice cream

SUNDAY LUNCH 
AT THE SHOWER
1 course £10; 2 courses £14; 
3 courses £18
*Roast of the Day * Light Lunches*

MONDAY
SCOTTISH SUPPER
Traditional Main Course - 
£14 per Person
(includes complimentary drink)
Monday Music Night.
Starts approximately 8.45pm until 
late

WEDNESDAY
GIN FLIGHT or WHISKY TASTING
Tastings of fine Scottish Gin & 
Whisky, 7 - 8pm
£10 per Person

THURSDAY
INTERNATIONAL CUISINE NIGHT
Explore the fine cuisine of 
Countries from around the World
£14 per person
(includes complimentary drink)

SATURDAY
BRUNCH
Enjoy a relaxing 
late breakfast 
10 -11am

AWARD
WINNING

The most popular and established 
chippy in Oban

Three generations of frying excellence
Open 12 mid day - Late

Seating Available

Visit the best chippy in Oban
01631 563736

86 George St, Oban

The Light of India 
Tandoori Restaurant

Established 1984

Abdul and team would like to thank all our customers 
for their continied support over the last 30 years.

We would like to welcome all new customers. Fully Li-
cenced, Open from 12 noon 2pm and 5pm -12am

43 Stevenson Street, Oban  Tel: 01631 563728

The Anchor Hotel & Seabed Restaurant

Come and enjoy our fantastic selection of locally sourced produce, all 
of which will be excellently executed by our team of experienced chefs.  

We pride ourselves in both our food and our service delivery.  All of 
which can be enjoyed in the most beautiful surroundings of tastefully 

decorated Seabed Restaurant.

Tel: 01880 820577 email: anchorhotel@lochfyne-scotland.co.uk

Apres sail social at WHYW 
- something for everyone!

C o m p l e -
menting an 
excellent racing 
regatta, WHYW 

is famous for its 
après sail social 

p r o g r a m m e 
offering a wide 

range of activities 
for all ages to enjoy. 
With an extra night 

in Craobh Marina at 
the start of the week, 

the fleet has more social-
izing together.
Both the marina and the 

Lord of the Isles (LOTI) are 
looking forward to hosting the 

fleet on Saturday and Sunday.  
Meg and Les MacLeod host the 

grand opening party at LOTI which 
continues on Sunday evening – a 
two day spectacular. 

LOTI has a wide range of entertain-
ment planned as well as a barbecue, 
seafood bar and hog roast with spe-
cial WHYW dinners in the restaurant. 
Breakfasts will also be available either 
to sit in or carry out. In addition there 
will be games, a bucking bronco and 
golf on the water with prizes from 

Belhaven Best!  Fireworks off the 
causeway at midnight is always a 
spectacular finale to launch WHYW 
2014. 

A range of the usual après sail 
entertainment will be on hand 
to welcome sailors to Oban and 
Dunstaffnage Marina and the town. 
The West Coast Motors shuttle bus 
will connect events between the 
Dunstaffnage and Oban.  

Discounts for berth holders com-
peting in WHYW are available at 
Craobh, Oban Marina and Dunstaff-
nage as well as a reduction on both 
the Crinan Canal and Caledonian 
Canal passages.  Dunstaffnage will 
be the main race office site this year 
but information will also be posted 
at Oban Sailing Club. 

Oban Sailing Club’s famous 
barbecue takes place on Monday 
night after yachts arrive. Swimming 
for all the family is free at Atlantis 
Leisure on Tuesday night.  There 
will be ceilidh dancing at Skipin-
nish on the two nights the fleet is 
in Oban. The Wide Mouthed Frog 
will have live music a barbecue and 
buffet on Monday and on Tuesday 
music from Colin Ramage and Iain 

Anderson with a Hog roast and 
buffet.

The socializing continues on 
Wednesday in Tobermory after the 
passage race where Tobermory 
Harbour Association will organise 
competing yachts between pontoon 
berthing, mooring and anchoring. 
Full facilities are available in the Taigh 
Solais building at Ledaig. 

Entertainment and food will be 
on hand across various venues in 
Tobermory. Mcgochans has an 
Open Mic night on Wednesday 
and is encouraging all sailors who 
play musical instruments to bring 
them along! There will be live music 
from John Ballantyne’s Crazy Heart 
on Thursday.  The Mad Ferrets are 
playing both nights in the famous 
Mishnish Hotel. 

After the fleet race down the 
Sound of Mull on Friday, the final 
fling at the prize-giving dance will 
be from world renowned ceilidh 
band Craigendarloch with Davy 
Sinclair at the helm and is this year at 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls. 

All in all, a fun-packed week on land 
and sea! See full social programme 
for details.

Follow us 
on Facebook

Stevenson Street, 
Oban

Follow us 
on Facebook

THE LORNE

Serving Great Local Seafood and 
Local Cask Ale

Traditional Music with John the Box 
from 9.30pm on Monday 14th
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Thur 10th Live Music with Ralf Roeder
Fri 11th Sandra Macbeth

Sat 12th Disco Stevo
Sun 13th 4pm Crackin craic, 

Brazillian stye cocktails and salsa dancing
Sun 13th Brazilian style cocktails and 
salsa dancing 6pm-8pm and after final

Mon 14th & Tues 15th. 
Live music with Ralf and Tom

Thurs 17th Karoke
Fri 18th Kevin Fraser

Victoria Crescent, 
Corran Esplanade,Oban,
Tel: 01631 564448

LORNE BAR
The Lorne Bar, 
Stevenson 
Street,Oban,
Serving Great Local Seafood 
and Local Cask Ale
Traditional Music with John 
the Box from 9.30pm on 
Monday 14th.
Tel: 01631 570020

THE MANOR HOUSE 
HOTEL & RESTAURANT
A touch of fine hospitality 
overlooking the harbour.
Bar lunches available 
12-2.15pm
5 course a la carte dinner. 
6.45-8.30pm
Gallanach Road, Oban. Tel: 
01631 562987

MARKIE 
DANS
Victoria 
Crescent, Corran 
Esplanade, Oban
Best bear garden in town, 
bar meals served all day.
12noon – 9pm. Live music 
all week.
Children welcome till 9pm
Tel: 01631 564448

BOSSARDS PATISSERIE 
AND COFFEE SHOP
Freshly made soup, quiche, 
pizza daily.  Come and enjoy 
lattes and swiss hot chocolate. 
Indoor and outdoor seating 
areas.  1A Gibraltar Street, 
Oban, Argyll.  Tel 01631 
564641. Open 9am – 5pm

OBAN FISH & 
CHIP SHOP
116 George 
Street, Oban
Local fish and 
shellfish
Fried fish made to order incl 
hake, sole, halibut.  
Good selection of 
Homemade meals
‘The best fish & chips I’ve 
ever tasted’ – Rick Stein.
01631 567000

MACGOCHAN’S
Wednesday Open Mic Night 
wih Stevo
Thursday Crazee Heart
Food Severed from 12noon 
till 10pm
Tel: 01688 302350

NORIE’S 
Award winning Fish and 
Chip Shop and Restaurant
Visit the most established 
and best Chippy in town
Sit in or Take Away
86 George Street Oban
01631 563736

THE ANCHOR HOTEL
The beautifully designed 
Seabed Restaurant offers 
a unique and unrivalled 
dining experience, which 
diners will remember for all 
the right reasons
The Sea Bed Restaurant 
Tarbert at the Anchor Hotel 
Tel: 01880 820577

The Light of India
Tandoori Restaurant
Light Of India
Lunch menu and a la carte 
menus available throughout 
WHYW - Open from 12 noon 
2pm and 5pm -12am
Oban’s longest established 
Indian Restaurant 1984 - 2014. 
Proud to serve Oban.
Tel: 01631 563728

WIDE MOUTHED FROG
All day coffees, lunches 
served mid-day til 2pm and 
dinner served from 6pm.  
Booking preferred for 
evening meals.
Dunstaffnage Marina, 
Dunbeg, by Oban.  Tel 01631 
567005.

SHOWER OF
HERRING
The Shower of 
Herring Restaurant 
is situated within 
Melfort Village which 
comprises of some thirty 
two individual cottages. 
For a jam pack week of 
special events please visit 
www.showerofherring.co.uk
Melfort Village, Kilmelford, 
By Oban, Argyll, PA34 4XD, 
Tel: 01852 200345

AULAY’S BAR
Lunch menu available from 
12-3pm 
Traditional Scottish food at 
reasonable prices
Tel: 01631 562596

LORD OF THE ISLES/ 
MISHDISH 
& MISHNISH
We are delighted to 
announce our purchase 
of The Mishnish Hotel, 
incorporating The Iconic 
‘Mishnish Bar’, our seafood 
restaurant ‘Mishdish’ and 
‘The Mishrooms’
We look forward to 
welcoming you at WHYW 
for live music, good food, 
BBQ and a Hog Roast.......
the same old Mishnish....
only better!!
7 Main St, Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull PA75 6NU, 
Tel: 01688 302009

The Anchor Hotel

Eating out guide 2014

Something amazing is happening at the iconic 
Mishnish Hotel - with new owners, new menus 
and the same old island hospitality. The Mish 
is going from strength to strength under its 
new ownership.
Les and Meg MacLeod took over the 19th 
century building last month. And after a short 
closure Tobermory villagers were intrigued 
to find out what was happening with the bar, 
restaurant and rooms.
No one will be disappointed with the Mish’s 
makeover. It has been designed to keep the 
unique and historic nature of the building and 
its customers and at the at same time give it a 

modern look and feel.
For many, many decades the Mishnish has 
been at the heart of the village on the main 
street and regulars and visitors will not fail to 
be aware of the buildings past and place in the 
culture of the town.
The hotel now has the opportunity to serve old 
and new customers in comfortable surroundings 
overlooking the wonderful Tobermory bay.
For those worried that the hotel, bar, restau-
rant and rooms were going to change and not 
be the same, the new owners have said it is 
the same old Mishnish, only better.

We look forward to 
welcoming you at 
WHYW for live music, 
good food, BBQ and a 
Hog Roast...
the same old 
Mishnish...
only better!

call us on 01688 302009
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Fort William

Oban

Islay

Jura

Mull

Coll

Tiree

Lochgilphead

Campbeltown

Dunoon

Bute

Arran

Colonsay

MULL 
HIGHLAND GAMES

ERRAY PARK TOBERMORY 
THURSDAY 24th JULY 2014

by kind permission of 
Tobermory Golf Club.

The band will lead the March from Main Street 
to the Field at 10.00am approx.

In attendance: Mull & Iona Pipe Band & 
Oban High School Pipe Band.

Piping, Dancing, Heavy & Light,
Field & Track Events.

A Great Day Out For All The Family.
Suitable boat & bus services.

Locals on the start line….
Richard Shellcock’s Prism 28 Thrust will be raced by 
his son Patrick of Benderloch in Class 1. After finishing 
class runner-up in the Scottish Series, Thrust should 
be well up in the placings. Ross Wilson of Connel also 
contends Class 1 in his Swan 42 Starcross.

Oban’s Graham Anderson and his Hanse 371 Lucky 
Ned Pepper race Class 3 alongside Oban based Anne 
and Andrew Campbell with their X34 Ajax and Mid 
Argyll’s Brian Robertson with Celtic Spirit, always a 
competitive boat and fresh from success in the recent 
Round Mull race.

James Hardie of Oban takes on Class 2 with his Grand 
Soleil 40 Taz as does John Mill with Lorca J who has 
close links with Oban. Eric Chapman with his Sigma 33 
and Adrian Laycock’s Prime Cut add hot local competi-
tion in Class 5 in what may prove the most competitive 
class in the fleet. Here they will come up against WHYW 
main sponsor Boyd Tunnock and Scottish Series Class 
winner Stargazer from Arran, a very competitive boat. 
Colin Crawford of Oban take his Dehler 34 into Class 
6 this year, whilst the Dehler 34 of David Cooper of 
Glencoe Boat Club, Suilven, will be raced in Class 5.

Campbeltown’s Owen McManus races the X332 
Jochr in restricted sail Class 4 whilst fellow CSC 
member John MacTaggart pitches up in Class 7. Class 
8 has strong local contention with Marian Austin of 
Lochaber Yacht Club, the Fyfe’s with Popcorn, Scintilla 
of the Sea, Donald Phillips from Mid Argyll with Whig-
maleerie, Findlay Clark from Kilmelford in Red October 
and Alison Chadwick from Oban with Hot Toddy. 

Familiar Faces
As well as new faces familiar names and winners are 
back to defend trophies. Class 0  sees stalwarts Alan 
Jeffrey and Paul Scutt return in Carmen II, their First 
36.7. They will be pitching up against Tarry Kirchin’s 
The Black Prince from Port Edgar and Iain McNair’s 
First By Farr all familiar faces on the WHYW 

scene. Roaring Meg of Cowes with Nigel Jackson also 
competes in Class 0. 

Stephen Pickles with Ataraxia races Class 1, Alan 
Moore’s Dehler 34 Delinquent and Ian MacLachlan’s 
Polaris also in this class are all WHYW regulars.

White sail Class 2 sees Scott Chalmers and family re-
turn to defend last year’s class title in their Sigma 400 
Sunrise and they face strong competition from Mark 
Curran’s Prevail, Alastair Torbet’s Dufour 400 Spirit of 
May and John Mill’s Lorca J alongside Danny Sinclair’s 
Hanse 400 Keeley match racing the Hanse 400 of Ian 
Donald – Tioram. Add Ewan McLellan’s X43 Seanach-
aidh, Helen Wilson’s Holland 42 Double Thyme, James 
Hardie’s Taz and John Moorehead’s Maragarita and 
this will make for very close racing in Class 2

Class 3 sees more regulars with Ken Andrew and 
Argento and Chris Levison with Ad Infinitum and Alan 
Waugh’s Xcalibur. John Bodach MacKenzie with Stoirm 
Mhor, winners of the Round Mull Race, adds to the local 
competition and this should be a well contested class. 
Hamish Wilson from the Isle of Wight returns with his 
Little Harbour 52 Robin – a long journey to make for 
the week. He says it’s the love of sailing here and the 
appeal of both the racing and social side to WHYW 
and that although it’s a long journey it’s worth it. 

Class 4 has a similarly good line up with Duncan Mor-
rison’s Bragar, Bob Penman’s Randan, Steve William’s 
Mystic Sun, Allen Brunton’s Medmerry II and Owen 
McManus with his X332 Jochr. The two Ronauticas 
- Mike Christie’s RoBo and Doug Ross’s EuRoBo add to 
the mix of new and regular faces. 

In Class 5 major sponsors Boyd Tunnock with his team 
on Lemerac will have to contend with Sigmas Amber 
Haze and Clyde based Leaky Roof II as well as regular 
competitors Mark Taylor in Strike 3 and David Cooper 

with Suilven. New to the week is John Walbaum’s 
Maxi 1000 Lass of Avondale. All race off 15.25 giving 

effectively one-design racing so this should be a 
very competitive class. 

White sail Class 6 sports familiar names and faces 

– Ronnie Haggery’s Sirius of Lorne, Colin Crawford’s 
Nimrod, Stephen Owen’s Halcyon and the truly suc-
cessful Sigmatic helmed by Murray MacLaren– class 4 
winners last year. Murray will have close competition 
with the other Sigma 33s - Harold Hood Odyssey II and 
James Miller’s Mayrise. 

Craig Anderson and his team on his Moody 336 Cool 
Bandit have been competing for 14 years with nearly 
the same crew and say it’s a ‘must do’ racing fixture. 
Regular class winners and overall title holders in 2007, 
they will have close racing in Class 7 with Gus Ma-
cLeod’s Stargazer from Arran fresh from class success 
in the Scottish Series and John Roberts with his Con-
tention 33 Poppy alongside John Mactaggart’s team 
from Campbeltown in John’s Moody 336 Stargazer.

John Prentice and family bring their Contessa 32 
Circe from Inverness to take on a largely ‘local’ Class 
8. Staunch supporters of WHYW for years John and 
Jim Prentice particularly enjoy match racing with 
Alistair Pugh’s 32 Marisca in this class, who may be a 
last minute entry.  Garth Wilson and Lucy Downie are 
back in the GK24 Zebedee to defend the class title of 
last year. New to the class, Douglas Guthrie’s Sonata 
Serenity, will add hot competition. Andy O’Donovan 
in Déjà Vu also returns and the core class regulars Pop-
corn, Scintilla of the Sea, Cherry Pye, Whigmaleerie, 
Hot Toddy and Red October will all enjoy the close 
racing this class is renowned for. 

Class 9 is also a close class with Seonaid Reid bringing 
her lovely McGruer Lorne Class Malindi of Lorne back 
to race after lifting the class title last year. John Cooper 
is also a stalwart with Silver Lynx, Douglas Gray with 
his Rival 34 Aliz Motte and George Scrivener’s Salty 
Dog 27 Joint Venture. 

Class entries are at time of going to press. 
For up to date entry list and information see www.

whyw.co.uk and on www.facebook.com/WestHigh-
landYachtingWeek

SOCIAL 
EVENTS

Follow West Highland Yachting Week on facebook
www.facebook.com/WestHighlandYachtingWeek

Thursday 10 July, 2014
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Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

JUNIORS: ORALS: Recitation: 
5 – 6: 1 Erinn Higgins,  Bun-
Sgoil Achadh na Creige, 2 
Daniel Grant, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige, 3 Daniel 
MacInnes, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige; Recitation: 7 -  8: 1 
Kieran MacIntyre, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige,   2 Sorley 
Cameron, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige, 3 Katie MacLellan, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige;   
Recitation: 9 – 10:  1 Lauren 
MacLeod, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige,    2 Callum Neil, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige,  
3 Alex MacPherson, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige; Recitation: 
11-12: 1  Angus MacAskill, 
Lochgilphead; Recitation: 11 
– 12: 1  Kelly MacGillivray, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige,  
2 Grace Thomson, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige,  3 Calum 
Garvin, Bun-Sgoil Achadh na 
Creige;  Recitation: 13 – 15: 1 
Ellen MacKechnie, Oban High 
School; Recitation: 16 – 18: 1 
Laura Campbell, Oban High 
School, 2 Laura MacCallum, 
Oban High School; Conversation:  
5 – 6: 1 Scott MacPhee, Bun-
Sgoil Achadh na Creige, 2 Grace 
Ashley, Bun-Sgoil Achadh na 
Creige, 3 Daniel MacInnes, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige; 
Conversation: 7 – 8: 1 Sorley 
Cameron, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige,  2 Marsaili Colthart, 
Bun-Sgoil Srath na h-Apainne,   
3=  Phoebe Ashley, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige  and  Finlay 
Cameron, Bun-Sgoil Achadh na 

Creige; Conversation:  9 – 10: 1 
Joy Barrow, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige, 2 Neil MacKechnie, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige, 3= 
Eilidh MacFadyen, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige and Niamh 
Cameron, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige;  Conversation: 11 
– 12: 1 Kelly MacGillivray, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige,  
2 Calum Garvin, Bun-Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige,   3= Rhona 
MacLeod, Bun-Sgoil Achadh na 
Creige and  Callum McLuckie,  
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige;  
Conversation: 13 – 15: 1 Kirsty 
MacArthur, Oban High School, 
2 Ellen MacKechnie, Oban High 
School, Conversation: 16 – 18: 1
Lorna Young: Oban High 

School, 2 Innes MacQueen, 
Oban High School, 3= Laura 
Campbell, Oban High School 
and Laura MacCallum, Oban 
High School; Storytelling: 9 
– 10: 1 Niamh Cameron, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige,  2 
Ealasaid MacLean, Lios Mor, 3 
Joy Barrow, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige; Storytelling: 11 
– 12: 1 Grace Thomson, Oban 
High School, 2 Calum Garvin, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige,  3 
Kelly MacGillivray, Bun -Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige; Storytelling: 
13 – 15: 1 Ellen MacKechnie, 
Oban High School, 2 Kirsty 
MacArthur, Oban High School; 
Verse Speaking: Under13: 
1 Bun - Sgoil Strath na h-

Apainne; Drama: Under18: 1 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige.  
SOLOS: Prescribed: 5 – 6: 1 
Feorlin Renton, Lochgilphead;  
Prescribed: 7 – 8: 1 Katie 
MacLellan, Bun-Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige, 2 Phoebe Ashley, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige; 
Prescribed: 7 – 8:  1 Erin 
Naisby, Lochgilphead, 2 
Davina McGrigor, Cladich;  
Prescribed :  Boys: 9 – 10: 1 
Callum Neil, Bun Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige; Prescribed: Boys:  
9 – 10: 1 Angus MacAskill, 
Lochgilphead, 2 Angus Maclean, 
Lochgilphead; Prescribed: Girls: 
9 – 10: 1 Ealasaid MacLean, 
Lismore, 2 Shauna MacLeod, 
Bun Sgoil Achadh na Creige, 
3 Sarah Garvin, Bun Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige; Prescribed: 
Boys: 11 – 12: 1 C a l u m 
Garvin,  Bun Sgoil Achadh 
na Creige; Prescribed: Boys: 
11 – 12: 1 Calum MacDonald, 
Lochgilphead; Prescribed: 
Girls: 11 – 12: 1 Maria Clark, 
Bun Sgoil Achadh na Creige; 
Prescribed: Girls: 11 – 12: 1 
Emma Brown, Bun Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige,  2 Zoe Brown,  
Bun Sgoil Achadh na Creige, 
3 Isla MacCormick, Bun Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige; Own Choice:    
Boys: 13 – 15: 1 Peter 
MacCallum, Lochgilphead;  
Own Choice:  Girls: 13 – 15: 1 
Cara Blyth,  Lochgilphead, 2 
Holly Renton, Lochgilphead; 
Prescribed: Girls: 13 – 15: 1 
Abbie Williams, Lochgilphead, 
2 Sophie Ann King, Lios Mor, 3 
Shona Wright, Lios Mòr;  Own 
Choice: 16 – 18: 1 Kyle Renton,  
Lochgilphead, 2 Alasdair 
MacLean, Lochgilphead, 3 
Chloe MacNeill, Lochgilphead; 

DUETS: Own Choice: 13 – 15: 
1 Cara Blyth & Holly Renton, 
Lochgilphead; Own Choice: 16 
– 18: 1 Aifric Pirie & Caitlin 
Crawford, Lochgilphead. 

Choral: Unison Singing: 
Under 13: 1 Còisir Bhun-Sgoil 
Thaigh an Uillt, 2= Coisir Bhun 
Sgoil Inbhir Aora and Coisir 
BhunSgoil Achadh na Creige; 
Puirt-a-Beul: Under 13: 1 Còisir 
Bhun-Sgoil Achadh na Creige;  
Folk Groups: Under 13: 1 Bhun 
Sgoil Achadh na Creige. 

Fiddle: Slow Gaelic Air and 
March-Novice - Under 13: 
1 Sarah Cameron, Taynuilt,  
2 Iona Keys , Kerrera, 
3 Domhnall Aonghas Colthart 
Strath of Appin GMU; Slow 
Gaelic Air; March, Strathspey 

and Reel: 13 – 15: 1 Bronwen 
Davies, Kilninver, 2 Breagha 
Charlton, Taynuilt, 3 Eilidh 
Munro, Barcaldine; Clarsach:  
Introductory: 1 Lucy Powell,  
Dalmally; Grade 1: 1 Rhona 
MacCracken, Taynuilt, 2 Sarah 
Garvin, Oban, 3 Niamh Cameron, 
Oban; Grade 2- 3: 1 Breagha 
Charlton, Taynuilt; Accordion:  
Waltzes – Beginners: Under 
12: 1 Donnie |MacCorquodale, 
North Connel; Waltzes:  Under 
12: 1 Zoe Brown, Oban, 2 Ewan 
McFadyen, Oban, 3 Emma 
Brown, Oban; March Strathspey 
& Reel: Under 12: 1 Caitlin 
Curran, Oban; Waltzes: 12 – 16: 
1 Elinor Baker, Islay, 2= Shanna 
Rodgers, Oban, Emma MacPhee, 
Oban and Kirsty MacCormick, 
Oban;  Gaelic Waltzes: 17 – 18:  
1  James MacPherson, Oban;  
March Strathspey & Reel: 12 
– 16: 1 Elinor Baker, Islay; 
March Strathspey & Reel: 17 
– 18: 1 James MacPherson, 
Oban.

Piping: Chanter: Beginners: 
March: Under 13: 1 Gregor 
MacDonald, North Connel, 2 
John MacLeod, Benderloch, 
3 Tierney Dornan, Dunbeg; 
March: Under 13: 1 Erin Byers, 
Dunbeg; March: Under 15: 
1  James Divers, Benderloch, 
2  Emma Hill, Connel, 3 Kate 
MacPherson, Benderloch; 
Strathspey & Reel: Under 15: 
1 Bronwen Davies, Kilninver, 
2 James Divers, Benderloch; 
March: 15 – 18: 1 A l i s t a i r 
MacLean, Oban, 2 James 
MacPherson, Oban, 3 Alasdair 
MacLean, Kilmartin; Strathspey 
& Reel: 15 – 18: 1 Alistair 
MacLean, Oban, 2 A l a s d a i r 
MacLean, Kilmartin, 3 James 
MacPherson, Oban. Literature: 9 
– 12: 1 Calum Garvin, Bun Sgoil 
Achadh na Creige, 2 Ealasaid 
MacLean, Lios Mor, 3 Calum 
McLuckie, Bun Sgoil Achadh na 
Creige; Design a Poster: Primary 
Schools: 1 Ealasaid MacLean, 
Lios Mor,  2 Niamh Cameron, 
Bun  Sgoil Achadh na Creige, 
3 Liam Campbell, Bun  Sgiol 
Achadh na Creige. 

SENIORS: ORALS: Reading 
at sight: 1 F. Ann MacLean 
Fleming, Lismore; Recitation: 
1 F. Ann MacLean Fleming, 
Lismore; Recitation: 1 F. Ann 
MacLean Fleming, L i s m o r e ; 
Speech: 1 F Ann MacLean 
Fleming: Lismore. SOLOS:  
Female Voices: 1 Rena Gertz, 
Prestonpans,  2= F Ann 

Oban Provincial Mod results
MacLean Fleming, Lismore 
and Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas;  Male 
Voice: 1 Hector MacKechnie, 
Lochaline; Prescribed: 1 
Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas,  2 F. Ann 
MacLean Fleming, Lismore, 
3 Rena Gertz, Prestonpans;  
Argyll Song: 1 F Ann MacLean 
Fleming, Lismore, 2 Sandaidh 
NicDhòmhnaill Jones, Uibhist a 
Deas,  3 Hector MacKechnie, 
Lochaline; Open: Port-a-Beul: 
1 Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jone,s Uibhist a Deas; 
Prescribed: 1 F. Ann MacLean 
Fleming, Lismore, 2 Rena Gertz, 
Prestonpans, 3 Donna Dugdale, 
Tobermory; Duets: 1 Donna 
Dugdale and Natalie Livingstone, 
Tobermory; Traditional/
Unpublished: 1 Sandaidh 
NicDhomhnaill Jones, Uibhist 
a Deas, 2 Hector MacKechnie, 
Lochaline, 3 Donna Dugdale, 
Tobermory;  Open: Prescribed: 
1 Sandaidh NicDhòmhnaill 
Jones, Uibhist a Deas, 2 F Ann 
MacLean Fleming, L i s m o r e . 
CHORAL: Open: 1 C o i s i r 
Ghaidhlig an Obain, 2 Largs 
Gaelic Choir, 3 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Thaigh An Uillt;  Open: 1 Còisir 
Ceann an Tuirc; Open: Port-a-
Beul: 1 Coisir Ghaidhlig an 
Obain, 2 Largs Gaelic Choir, 
3 Còisir Ghàidhlig Thaigh An 
Uillt.   

Mod Trophy Winners   2014: 
Etive Trophy: Katie MacLellan, 
Rev. Wm. MacPhail Memorial 
Trophy: Taynuilt P S. Inbhir 

S; George McHardy Trophy: 
Sarah Cameron; Donald 
Morrison (Barvas) Memorial 
Cup: Kelly MacGillivray; 
Iseabal Scott Memorial Trophy: 
F Ann MacLean Fleming; 
Irene MacCowan Medal: F 
Ann MacLean Fleming; Anne 
M. MacDougall Memorial 
Salver:  Oban Gaelic Choir; 
Hugh MacPherson Memorial 
Quaich: Oban Gaelic Choir; 
Comunn Gàidhealach an Òbain 
Cuac: Oban Gaelic Choir; Trigg 
Cup: Ealasaid MacLean; Annie 
Lindsay MacLellan Cup: Maria 
Clark; George McHardy Trophy: 
Bronwen Davies; Duncan 
Ferguson Memorial Trophy: 
Gregor MacDonald; A C Beaton 
Shield: Alistair MacLean; Silver 
Pendant Ladies: Rena Gertz;  
Sandaidh NicDhomhnail Jones; 
Silver Pendant Gents: Hector 
MacKechnie.

Aifric Pirrie, left, and Caitlin Crawford, both Lochgilphead High 
School, competed in Oban Mod 16_t26mod16

ON SONG: Soloists from Mid Argyll Alasdair McLean and Chloe 
McNeill enjoyed taking part in Oban Provincial Mod 16_t26mod17

PRESENTATION: Ishbel Banks, left, who has a long association 
with the Mod, presents a trophy to Oban Gaelic Choir conductor 

Sileas Sinclair 16_t26mod12

Sea Farms youngest new start has been 
rewarded for his outstanding contribution to 
sustainable farming.

Colin Macdonald, has been crowned Marks 
and Spencer’s (M&S) Farming for the Future 
Young Producer award winner for Scotland 
2014.

Colin, of Scottish Sea Farms, triumphed in the 
prestigious farming awards after impressing 

performance biology. 
He joined the Scottish Sea Farms team in 

May 2011 as the company’s youngest new 
start at 17 years old. He has since then become 
the youngest powerboat and yacht master, 
senior husbandryman and is now marine site 
manager.

Colin said: ‘I’m delighted. It’s great to work 
with a big retailer like M&S which recognises 
the importance of high quality produce and the 
need to safeguard our agricultural industry for 
future generations. These awards are a true 
validation of the hard work farmers are putting 
in right across the country and it’s a real honour 
to have been chosen as this year’s winner.’

M&S Farming for the Future is a programme 
of initiatives which champions sustainability 
and innovation.

Steve Mclean, M&S head of agriculture and 

exclusively supplies M&S with Lochmuir 
Salmon and Colin MacDonald is an exemplary 
young talent whose career achievements to date 
have set him apart from the competition. 

biology is second to none and his enthusiasm 
and hunger to learn more and further develop 
his career is impressive.’

THIS past month has been 
busy, especially with four 
pretty full days at the Royal 
Highland Show! This year, 
SRUC put a particular focus 
on “Smart Farming” and we 
played a key role in helping 
highlight the new and lighter 
electronic systems for use on 
hill farms.

Inside the stand we had a 
practical demonstration of 

(EID) tags can be used to make 
the management of sheep, and 
the associated record keeping, 
much easier, faster and more 
accurate. We couldn’t keep real 
sheep inside the stand for four 
days, so our weighing crate 
was surrounded by cardboard 
cut-out sheep, each with EID 
tags in their ears. Visitors to 
the stand were able to see how 
easy it was to identify each 
sheep using an EID reader and 
store information directly on 
to the associated iPad.

Outside the stand we had an-
other cardboard cut-out sheep 
on wheels – otherwise known 
as ‘Trolley the Sheep’ – which 
we were using in a fun way 
to demonstrate the potential 

This involves putting collars 
on individual animals which 
give the animal a ‘ buzzer’ 
warning if it strays too close 
to a single cable on the ground. 
These warnings can be used to 
help keep livestock in or out 
of particular areas without the 
need for expensive permanent 
fencing. 

The technology – and associ-
ated costs – is not quite there 
yet, but has great potential for 

Right: Julie Shaw’s 
homebred skewbald 

sports horse Glenfyne 
Phantom took fourth 
place in the In hand, 

Non Native Open 
Coloured class at the 

Royal Highland Show.

Mr and Mrs Sydney O’Hara’s homebred highland pony 
Glorian of Cnoc, shown by Julie Shaw, took fourth place in 
the two-year-old, highland filly class at the Royal Highland 
Show.

with Ewen Campbell, SRUC farm 
manager for Kirkton and Auchtertyre

Farming Focus

YOUNG STARS: Gaelic pupils from primary one and two at Rockfield Primary School who competed 
in poetry, conversation and drama at Oban Provincial Mod 16_t26mod04

use in mountainous land that 
we have here at Kirkton & 
Auchtertyre.

During the Highland Show, 
we also launched a new video 
in which I explain how we use 
EID technology on our re-

can bring in terms of reducing 
costs, improving record keep-
ing and saving time and labour. 
You can view it for yourself on 
the SRUC Hill & Mountain 
Research Centre website or 
by searching YouTube using 
‘SRUC’ and ‘electronic’ as key 
words. You can also give us a 
ring on 01838 400210 to get a 
copy of the DVD version. Any 
feedback on the video will be 
welcome (www.sruc.ac.uk/sur-
veysheepEID).We gave away 
over 150 DVDs, and farmers 
were keen to stop at the stand, 
ask questions and test the kit. 
We even had a visit from school 
children from Dalmally! What 
a small world.

The fun is now over and it is 
back to the farms.  Lambing is 
completely over (we fully re-
corded 531 Blackface and 357 
Lleyn lambs in our Kirkton 

and ewes which do not have 
lambs has started. Marking 
will be next. We are gathering 
the lambs and their mothers 

notch and tag the lambs’ ears, 
and dose them for stomach 
worms. 

For the hill lambs, this is our 

them close up. With the extra 
record keeping, even with new 
technology, this will take a 
good few days!

OUTSTANDING: award winner Colin Macdonald
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W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
63 Renault Clio Media Nav, 5 door, Very low mileage. Choice of colour........................ From £11,950
63 Renault Twingo Dyn 1.2, 3dr, Silver, 300 miles............................................£8,950
13 Peugeot 107 Allure, 5dr, blue, 12,000 miles................................................£7,650
12 Renault Megane I-Music DCi, 5dr, Blue, 6,000 miles ................................£11,950
11 Peugeot 508, 2 ltr HDi Active Estate, Black 27,500 Miles ..........................£10,500
60 Renault Clio, Bizu, 1.2, 3dr, black, 43,000 miles .........................................£5,250
60 Fiat Panda 1.1 Active  Red 16,600 miles .....................................................£4,500
59 Renault Clio Dyn, DCi, 5dr, Beige, 30,000 miles.........................................£6,850
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles................................£5,995
09 Hyundai, Tuscon 2.0 ltr CRDi, Black 16,000 miles ......................................£9,500
58 Vauxhall Astra CDTi  Black 86,000 miles.....................................................£3,750
08 Skoda Octavia TDi Estate 1.9  Silver 82,000 miles.......................................£5,750
08 Vauxhall Vectra SRi Diesel  Silver 60,000 miles ...........................................£4,250
08 Fiat Doblo 1.9D Active  Blue 52,000 miles..................................................£4,250
07 Ford Ka 1.3 Zetec  Purple 41,000 miles ......................................................£3,250
56 Mitsibushi Shogun 2.5 Sport Warrior TD 94,000 miles ...............................£6,750
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles............................................................£3,500
06 Ford Fusion 1.6 Silver 45,000 miles.............................................................£3,000
54 Honda CRV Sport Vtec 2.0 ltr Blue, 91,000 miles .......................................£4,250

COMMERCIALS
61 Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 14,000 miles ...............................£6,500 plus VAT
60 Renault Trafic Van LWB DCi Silver 53,000 miles ...........................£9,250 plus VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivaro DCI Van ................................................................£8,500 plus VAT
59 Peugeot Bipper, 1.4HDi S70 , White, 42k Miles ............................ £5,000 (inc VAT)
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ...........................................................£8,000 plus VAT
57 Vauxhall Astra Sportif Van DCi  Silver ............................................£3,500 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
• RENAULT SCENIC AUTOMATIC • FORD FOCUS 1.6
• VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.6 • LAGUNA DCI ESTATE
• CITREON PICASSO 1.6

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

15’ Fishing Boat with cuddy 
plus good road trailer

Telephone 01631 730124

4hp Mariner 2 stroke 
outboard, many extras, 
oars, boathook, anchor, 
life jackets etc, plus 
spare outboard, needs 
attention.

£850 o.n.o.

G.R.P. Dory

Tel: 01369 840379

10ft overall x 5ft beam. 
Fair condition. 

£250

Island Plastics launch

Tel. 01880 820408 or 07721 763467

Simulated GRP launch, 
17’6” LOA and 6’ beam. 
Completely refurbished including 
new gunwhale cappings, seats, 
floorboards and foredeck. New 
oars. Hull repainted and varnished. 
Suitable for 8-30hp outboard.

£2850

Orkney Fastliner 19

Luing 01852 314233

60 hp motor 4 stroke 
tested
Canopy, auxillary 4 hp 
4 stroke
Depth and GPS
On Trailer

£5400

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

WANTED

Telephone
07546 788945

All types of good quality 4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4x4 pickups, must be in good condition and 

reasonable mileage. Older 4x4s and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 
07923 091694 or email 

wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone: 
07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new 
Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all 

pickups single or double cabs, 
any condition, runner or not, high 

miles no problem.

WANTED URGENTLY

CALL: 07711 573308
01250 872424

MOTORHOMES &
CARAVANS 
WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 
PRICE, FINANCE SETTLED, 
INSTANT COLLECTION AND 
DIRECT PAYMENT.

Oyster 16 Fiberglass boat

Tel: 01631 720414 or 07775501658

With Yamaha 4hp 4 
stroke engine. On road 
trailer. Ideal for fishing, 
netting or creels. A good 
safe beamy boat. With 
oars, anchor, rowlocks 
and bilge pump. All in 
very good condition.

£2,995

Freelander

£5000 o.n.o. or would 
exchange for automatic

Tel: 01560 329074

1988 mileage 
guaranteed 46k
in first class order
gold and grey
tax & Mot until October.

Drascombe Drifter no.85

01770 820615

‘Arania Drifter’
22 ft GRP trailer-sailor, 
built 1976 by Honnor 
Marine. Full inventory, 
Mariner 8hp.

£6000 including Lamlash 
mooring if required

V.W T25 Campervan

£4500 o.n.o.

Tel: 07910 394431

1987 high top
82,000mls 
MOT & TAX
Excellent condition.

Honda Cr-V 2.2 i-CTDi Exe

£5800 o.n.o.

T - 01475 784303   M - 07769 936050

2006
82,000 miles

2005 Willerby Westmoreland 
28 x 12 Static Caravan

Phone: 01866 833342

2 Bed (4 Berth). 1 Large Double with fitted wardrobe and 
plenty of storage. 1 Twin with fitted wardrobe.

Large Lounge/Dining Room. Electric Central Heating and 
Gas Fire in Lounge (Gas checked in March 2014).

LPG Gas Hob, Grill & Oven, Functional Kitchen with plenty 
of storage.

Fitted for satellite TV.  Photos available by email.

£6000

Ford Focus 2004 

£800 o.n.o.

Tel: 01586 553112 or 07810 684963

Silver, 78,000 miles, 
no road tax or MOT, 
service record up 
to date, needing 
repairs.

Audi A4 2.0TDi 2008 (58)

£9,950

Tel: 01631 710624 or 07979 658030

Excellent condition, 
dark grey metallic, 
low mileage, full Audi 
service history, one 
owner from new, 
Taxed and MOT’d.

WANTED

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020.

All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan Nivara, 

considered non-runners or MOT 
failures, single or double cab.

Mitsubishi Shogun Sport Warrior 
V6 Estate

£4000

Tel: 01770 830322

Black
1 year MOT
01/09/2006
Petrol
Automatic

Soft top convertible Renault Megane 1.6cc 16v

£1995 o.v.n.o.

Tel: 07802 175101 or 01852 200575

2dr, 4 seats, manual, petrol, 2002
Highly desirable, excellent condition, 
MOT May 2015, Tax disability, 
new tyres, new cam belts at 56k 
and 128k,  new brake pads/discs 
and spark plugs.  149,200 long 
distance/rural miles. 44mpg. FSH.

Nissan X-trail Aventura

£5950 o.v.n.o.

Tel: 07789 597442

2007, Diesel,top of 
range - satnav, cruise 
control, heated leather 
seats, sunroof, electric 
mirrors etc, towbar,  
80,000 miles, new MOT.

Vauxhall Corsa 1.4l

£4000

Call 01631 710497 / 07763 049955

Automatic 
30,000 miles. Tax 
and MOT Sept. 2014. 
Clean body. 
Drives well.

7 Seater Honda Stream Sport 2002

Price for quick sale
£1650

Tel: 07979 303489

Low mileage 
(79000 miles), 
MOT and Tax 
Feb 2015, 
Reliable family car.

£30
£30
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G.R.P. clinker dayboat with cabin. 
14ft overall x 5ft beam. 

Tel: 01369 840379

Cover available. Boat requires some 
cosmetic attention 

otherwise fair condition. 

£650
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Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Argyll Otter Ferry 
Long Let

2 bedroom cedar wood bungalow, with 
beautiful views over Loch Fyne, wood 
burning stove in lounge, quiet area on 

private estate.
Tighnabruich 12 miles

Dunoon 24 miles
Glasgow 1 hr 40 mins

£400 pcm
No dss

References essential
Landlord reg no 35558/130/24440

Telephone: 01700 821220
Email - mirandavanlinden@hotmail.com

TO LET

E: sales@robbresidential.com  T: 0141 225 3880  
W: robbresidential.com

A pretty detached bungalow with 
secondary chalet on the edge of the 
village of Ardfern with stream babbling 
through the mature gardens.
• 4 bedrooms,

2 reception and
2 baths.

• Ideal family home,
holiday home or
holiday let.

• Beautifully presented
detached dwelling
house.

• Additional detached
chalet.

• Privately set amid
mature gardens.

• Wrap round deck with
attractive country views.

• Outbuildings.
• Close proximity to

village amenities.

ROBB RESIDENTIAL
150 ST VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW, G2 5NE

Millburn, Ardfern, Lochgilphead

Offers over £245,000 Offers In The Region : £76,000
Enquiries to: Rebecca Boswell  t: 01397 707 647  e: rebecca.boswell@bidwells.co.uk

Courdale, Killiechonate, 
Spean Bridge PH34 4EY
Residential/Development
Opportunity
0.18 Hectares (0.44 acres)

01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

Carn Dearg House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

Eastern England  London

•  Stunning panoramic views. 
•  Private and peaceful location.
•  Close to popular Highland 

village.
•  Existing four double bedroom 

dwelling house.
•  5% under Home Report.
•  Home Report available on 

request.

OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £245,000

LOW MACHRIMORE FARMHOUSE, SOUTHEND, 
BY CAMPBELTOWN, ARGYLL

• Entrance Porch
• Dining Room
• Utility Room
• Family Bathroom
• Central Heating
• Neat Gardens
• Workshop 

• Spacious Lounge
• Luxury Kitchen
• 5 Bedrooms
• Shower Room
• Double Glazing
• Beautiful Patio
• Substantial Store

Brochure from The Property Shop, Stewart Balfour & Sutherland.  
Tel: (01586) 553737.  www.sbsproperty.co.uk Email: sales@sbsproperty.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

FOR SALE
FORMER ROCKFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
STEVENSON STREET, OBAN
Offers are invited.
The former Rockfield Primary School is being re-advertised and all 
interested parties are requested to submit an offer in accordance with 
the directions contained within the marketing particulars which can be 
obtained by contacting the Estates Service.
Closing date for offers is Friday 8th August 2014.
For further information:
Estates Service, Blairvadach, Helensburgh G84 8ND.
Tel: 01436 658957. Email: propertysales-lettings@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

SITE CABINS FOR HIRE
PORTAKABIN

10.4m x 3.3m. Divided into 2 offices with toilet 
and storage area. Good condition.

GLASDON

2.8m x 2.2m. Good condition.

Clyde Marine Services Ltd
Victoria Harbour, Greenock, PA15 1HW
Tel: 01475 721281  Fax: 01475 888023

Email: hamish.munro@clyde-marine.co.ukk

TO LET
Fort William
2 bed Flat, Fully 

Furnished
£500pcm

No DSS, Pets or 
Smokers

Tel: 01397 772861- Day
01397 772468 - Eve
Reg No: 01055/270/10080

EPC: D

House to Let
Kilchrenan

by Taynuilt, Argyll
Unfurnished 3 bedroom

house
One bathroom, 1 ensuite,

central heating, EPC 
pending, £650 per month, 

references required.
Landlord

registration number 
400942/130/21231.
For further details tel

01866 822755

CHRIST’S CHURCH
CORRAN ESPLANADE, OBAN

Modern Church building (Listed Category B) set in 
prominent site overlooking Oban Bay.

Accommodation comprises: - Entrance Lobby, 
Sanctuary, Raised area, Side Lobby, Basement/

drainage and electricity, EPC rating – F.

 Viewing by appointment. Further 
information from and offers over £125,000 
to the Church of Scotland Law Department, 

Tel: 0131 240 2263
The Church of Scotland General Trustees Scottish 

Charity Number SC014574.

TO LET
The Granary, Kilchrenan,

by Taynuilt
4 bedroom unfurnished/

furnished house by 
Kilchrenan.

Set in farmland with stunning 
views over Loch Awe.

No cats or indoor smoking
£650 pcm

Contact: Frank Bergius
07831 264806

Landlord No: 266939/130/02351
EPC 29

LETTINGS 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
SALES 

PROPERTY REVIEWS
PROPERTY NEWS 
LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

The small and medium-sized (SME) construction 
sector in Scotland is once again starting to grow 
and it is hoped that the newly launched National 
Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) will help cement the 
recovery, according to the Federation of Master 
Builders (FMB).

Commenting on the results of the FMB’s State of 
Trade Survey for Q2 2014, Gordon Nelson, Direc-
tor of FMB Scotland, said: ‘The Scottish SME con-
struction sector is the last UK nation to stabilise 
following the recent economic downturn with 
our research showing erratic results for workloads 
and enquiries over the past year. That’s why I’m 
particularly pleased with the recent publication 
of the Scottish government’s vision for planning. 
The new presumption in favour of development 
within the NPF3 and Scottish Planning Policy 
(SPP) will hopefully help cement the construction 
recovery in Scotland. With less than 15,000 new 
homes delivered in Scotland in 2013, the lowest 
level for more than 60 years, it is hoped that this 
more sensible approach to planning will finally al-
low house builders to build the homes our nation 
so desperately needs.’

Nelson concluded: ‘On a regional level, I’m also 
optimistic regarding the potential opportunities 
for construction SMEs, following the recently an-

Future looking brighter for 
Scottish construction sector

nounced £500m of UK government funding for 
the Glasgow city region deal. With the Scottish 
Government confirming that they will match the 
funding, this investment will be a boost to many 
construction firms working within the Greater 
Glasgow area.’
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Call now to 

property in 

Tel: 01631 568010

WANTED

Professional Person
moving to Lochgilphead to 

start new job requires furnished 
accommodation, up to 2 bedrooms, 
to rent in or around Lochgilphead.

Please contact
07510 795212
for more details

west coast
PROPERT Y

west coast
PROPERT Y



If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can offer you 
an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s foremost independent 
newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated team selling advertising and 
features for our well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships, and you will benefit from on-going training, first class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to work for a professional company that 
believes in rewarding success and effort. A full driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

Reflexions Response service offers short term activity based, therapeutic place-
ments for young people. We are currently looking to recruit Senior Residential 
Care Workers with a minimum of three years’ experience for our home in the 
Oban Area. 

Senior Residential Care Workers 
Salary from £19,600 - £24,384

Level 3/4 Health & Social Care - Children and Young People
As this service is primarily outdoor based, applicants will need outdoor quali-
fications or have a keen interest in the outdoors and be willing to gain outdoor 
qualifications.
If you share our passion to achieve the best outcomes for young people and 
want to be a part of a progressive, therapeutic care company, then please 
contact us as below.
Successful candidates must hold a full UK manual driving licence.  All applicants 
will have to undergo an Enhanced PVG (Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme) 
check.
For further details on the above position please contact Tim Vollum Tel: 
07775763394
For an application form please contact  New Reflexions, Black Birches, 
Hadnall, Nr.Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England SY4 3DH – Tel: 01939 210040 
or email careers@newreflexions.co.uk
Closing date for application forms: 14th July 2014

Projects Officer
Machrihanish Airbase Community Company (MACC) are look-
ing to recruit a highly motivated and capable projects officer 
to work closely with the Business Development Manager in 
examining and implementing potential future business op-
portunities for the MACC Group.
Applicants should be educated to degree level (business 
or engineering would be desired) and/or have equivalent 
level of relevant experience in project management. A strong 
knowledge of the local area and an interest in land/property 
management is desirable. Full driving license is essential.
Salary: £25,000 - £27,000 per annum dependent on experience
2 year contract with scope to be extended based on successful 
delivery of business goals

Maintenance/Tradesperson
MACC are looking to recruit a motivated and capable general 
maintenance/tradesperson to assist in the day to day mainte-
nance of the site. Jobs include but not limited to: operation of 
site infrastructure (water & sewage systems), building repair, 
painting, plumbing, joinery, grass cutting.
Salary: negotiable depending on experience
Permanent post
To apply for either post, please submit CV with covering let-
ter to Malcolm McMillan, Building 79, Machrihanish Airbase, 
Campbeltown PA28 6NU

E: manager@maccdl.co.uk   T: 01586 551555
To view full job specifications, 

please visit www.machrihanish.org
Closing date: Friday 18th July

We are now recruiting for the following posts 
to work as part of a team and on own initiative.

Marine Mechanical Engineer
Experience in both marine inboard and outboard engines. All makes/sizes. 

Volvo Penta experience is preferred.

Electrical & Electronic Engineer
As well as having technical knowledge, electrical engineers need to be able to 
project manage and multitask. Experience Raymarine and Garmin preferred.
Applicants must have be fully qualified/ certified and have a proven track record.

Salary commensurate with experience.
To apply, please contact DDZ Marine, Largs Yacht Haven, Irvine Road, 

Largs, KA30 8EZ. Tel: 01475 687900

The Scottish
Salmon Company

For an application form and job description, please contact:
Lisa Connell, Training and Development Manager, 8 Melville Crescent, 

Edinburgh, EH3 7JA
Tel. 0131 718 8519

Email: lisa.connell@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Friday 18 July 2014

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

Marine Operatives
Stronachuillin/Loch Fyne (Ref No MO/06/14)

Salary £16,935.67 (plus overtime)

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of 
high quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of 
animal welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy.

We are looking for suitable individuals for Marine Operative positions 
based at our Stronachuillin sites at Strondoir Bay plus a number of 
similar positions based across our other sites in the Loch Fyne area.  

welfare, sampling, grading and moving, site maintenance, net changing 
and boat handling. 
Applicants must have good practical and problem solving skills and 
ideally have marine experience. Previous aquaculture experience would 
be useful, but is not essential as training will be given.  Current, clean 
driving licence is desirable.  
Hours are 40 per week Monday to Friday, with weekend working payable 
at an enhanced rate, required on a rota basis.
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We are looking for 

Full Time Care Assistants
for day or night shifts, to join our motivated and 

enthusiastic team.
SVQ 2 is desirable but not essential 

as all training will be given.
To apply please phone Megan on 01631 720278

Changeworks is a leading 
environmental charity and
social enterprise in Scotland.
We give people and organisations 
practical support to live and work 
more sustainably. We deliver 
innovative services and projects 
to cut carbon, prevent waste 
and promote sustainable energy 
and support those people at risk 
of fuel poverty. Changeworks 
currently employs 140 staff based 
in Edinburgh, Inverness, Shetland, 
Orkney, the Western Isles and Argyll, 
with a turnover of over £5 million.
Closing date for applications is 
5pm Thursday 7 August 2014

www.changeworks.org.uk
Charity No. SC015144

HOME ENERGY SCOTLAND ADVICE CENTRE

HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS
Changeworks operates the Home Energy Scotland advice centre for the Highlands & Islands,
and is seeking a:
Home Energy Officer (based in Oban)
Salary (£20,931 – £22,968) plus 8% pension contribution
We are looking for a home energy officer with the drive and experience to provide independent and impartial advice to householders interested in installing home 
renewables and energy efficiency measures in hard-to-treat homes. You will advise on the options they have and the steps to successfully install. You will also 
advise householders in fuel poverty to help them make their homes warmer and save money on their fuel bills.
You will have experience working in a customer facing organisation and have a good knowledge of energy use in the home. Your excellent communication skills will enable you 
to convey technical information to a non-technical audience. You should also have the skills and experience to allow you to engage effectively with householders in their homes. 
You will be numerate with good IT skills and be comfortable surveying a house.
You will need to be self-motivated to deliver results with minimal supervision and enjoy working as part of a team that offers strong peer support.
This opportunity offers a challenging and stimulating position in the environmental and charity sector.
The application pack can be downloaded on our website www.changeworks.org.uk or
email recruitment@changeworks.org.uk quoting the role and reference HEO-AB.
Interview date: Thursday 21 August 2014 in Oban
Home Energy Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government and managed by Energy Saving Trust.

Accountant (full or part qualified) and Accounts Assistant 
required for busy expanding accountancy practice based in 
Oban & Fort William. The practice has a wide range of clients 
across Argyll and the Highlands. Experience of SAGE and/or IRIS 
software programs would be helpful although not essential.  
Suitable candidates should enjoy contributing to a fun, 
professional working environment and like working as part of 
a small team.
Competitive Salary depending on experience.
Application with CV by email to Jean Ainsley:
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk

Accounting/
Accounts Assistant 

Positions

who will provide care and respect for the deceased 
and their families.

Applicants should have:
 - The ability to work to the highest of standards

 - A full UK driver’s licence 

The role will include:
- Assisting Funeral Director / 
Organising funeral arrangements

- Conveyance of Deceased Persons

Please apply in own hand writing, 
enclosing a full CV to:

Angus MacPhie
John McLellan Funeral Directors

Dudley Road, Fort William, PH33 6JB
Closing date: 1st August 2014

Scottish Tourist Board attraction and the 
home of Oban Single Malt Whisky, are looking 
to recruit Temporary Seasonal Guides to 

who possess a high standard of communication 

work within a team.

Interested candidates should call Andrea Verrall, 
Brightwork on 0141 272 8104 or email your CV 

will be held locally.

employment agency for permanent work and an 
employment business for temporary work.

Temporary 
Seasonal Guides - £8.01

REQUIRE

LABOURERS & SCAFFOLDERS
H&S CARD HOLDERS PREFERRED

DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL
APPLY:- KENNY J MACLEOD

TEL: 07768 025762
OR e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Forest Machine Operators, Lochgilphead
£21,353 – £23,977 plus benefits
To apply, please visit our website
www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

resourcing@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 

Please quote ref 0317.
Closing date: 20 July 2014
No recruitment agencies please.

We are committed to providing equal opportunities for all sectors
of our diverse community.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

Leon Morrocco’s 
colourful career
Fishing’s greatest untold tale
Rob Wainwright’s on 
the road again
David Beckham 
does whisky...

10
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ON DEESIDE -
Scotland’s
hidden gem

WIN A £500 FOODIES BREAK

Blythe Duff: 
Life after Taggart

AUGUST
ISSUE
OUT NOW

We reveal our 

cars of the year

Transport & Escort Driver – Fixed Term until 30th June 2017  
Salary: £7.00 per hour     Hours: 24 per week     Location: Oban
Refusing to ignore people in crisis
The British Red Cross are looking to appoint experienced and enthusiastic 
drivers to provide a first class service to people in crisis.  You will be responsible 
for ensuring that passengers are safely transported between their home and 
their destination, where appropriate you may also be required to provide 
emotional support to passengers and their carers.

Educated to GCSE standard or equivalent, you will be able to demonstrate 
experience in a similar role and be aware of the health and safety legislation 
relating to passenger transport.  In addition, it is crucial that you have a flexible 
approach and hold a full driving licence with category D1 Certificate.  

Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is Friday 18th July 2014

As the post holder will be carrying out regulated work with protected adults they 
will be required to become a member of the Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
Scheme as established by the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007. 

To apply for this post please visit our website and complete the online 
application, if you get into any difficulty please email wrk4us@redcross.org.uk

We are committed to welcoming people from the widest 
possible diversity of background, culture and experience. 
The British Red Cross, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity 
registered in England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738)

Waltons of Oban 
wish to recruit a 

Delivery Driver
A full-time vacancy has arisen for a multi-drop driver to 
deliver chilled and frozen foods throughout Argyll and 
Lochaber and the Islands.
Our vans range from 3.5t to small 7.5t, thus, a class C1 
driving licence would be necessary. (A pre-1996 car 
licence includes C1) Driver CPC card preferred.
Applications in writing would be welcomed from 

and show fastidious standards of reliability, integrity and 
driving ability.

or Eric Walton, 13, Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL

ARGYLL BAKERIES
CAMPBELTOWN

Require

Class 2 Driver
Bread/Bakery Deliveries

Night Shift - 3 nights per week

Applicants please call - 01586 553635
or email argyllbakeries@hotmail.co.uk



publicnotices

Proposed Assignation of 
a Grazings Share(s)

Mr Alexander Stewart Ma-
cLeod is applying to the 
Crofting Commission for 
consent to assign one of 
the deemed croft grazings 
share(s), that previously 
pertained to the croft at 17 
Upper Scotstown, Stron-
tian, to Mr Donald Ewen 
MacDonald of The Old 
School House, Clovulin, 
Ardgour, By Fort William.
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on 
the proposal in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crof ting.scotland.
gov.uk) within 28 days 
from the date of publica-
tion of the advert.
Please note that any com-
ments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

Proposed Assignation of 
a Grazings Share(s)

Mr Alexander Stewart Ma-
cLeod, is applying to the 
Crofting Commission for 
consent to assign two of 
the deemed croft grazings 
share(s) that previously 
pertained to the croft at  
17 Upper Scotstown to 
Mr John MacDonald of 
Tigh na Feidh, Anaheilt, 
Strontian, Fort William
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form 
to the Crofting Commis-
sion, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW (e-mail info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk) 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.
Please note that any com-
ments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.
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FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Dr and Mrs I McKee have 
registered their croft, 
51 Ormsaigbeg, Ardna-
murchan and Sunart, 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 12th March 
2015. 
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The Croft registra-
tion number is C195.

NOTICE TO ANDREW THOMSON
Court Ref: B32/14

An action has been raised in Oban Sheriff Court 
by The Royal Bank of plc, Pursuer, calling as the 
Defender Andrew Thomson, whose last known 
address was Turnstone, Polvinister Road, Oban, 
PA34 5TN.  If Andrew Thomson wishes to oppose 
the Application he should immediately contact 
the Sheriff Clerk at Oban Sheriff Court, Sheriff 
Courthouse, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AL from 
whom the service copy Summary Application may 
be obtained.  If he intends to defend the action, 
he should attend or be represented at a hearing 
which will be heard within Oban Sheriff Court on 21 
August 2014 at 10.00am, intimation of which hear-
ing is hereby given.  If he fails to attend or be so 
represented, decree may be granted against him.
Lynsey Walker, HBJ Gateley, Exchange Tower,
19 Canning Street, Edinburgh EH3 8EH

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be 
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) 
at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at 
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description
14/02464/FUL New House in Garden 

Ground of Glenrigh House, 
Onich, Fort William

Erection of house in garden 
ground

14/02486/FUL Oyster Farm at Loch Nan 
Ceall, Near Rhu and Cnoc 
Na-aire Foreshores, Arisaig

Section 42 application 
for non-compliance with 
condition 1 of permission 
04/00122/FULLO - ten year 
time limit - marine shellfish 
farm - Pacific Oyster

14/02487/LBC Keppoch House, Arisaig Renew the old sash 
windows with new double 
glazed sash windows like 
for like

14/02488/LBC Keppoch House, Arisaig Garage roof replacement

Time period for comments - 14 days.  
Applications 14/02487/LBC & 14/02488/LBC – 21 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Notice is hereby given that the Scottish Ministers, in exercise of the powers 
conferred by the above mentioned Acts, on 4 July 2014 prepared a Compulsory 
Purchase Order entitled “A830 Trunk Road (Utha Bridge Improvement) Compulsory 
Purchase Order 201[ ]” which affects the land described in the Schedule hereto for 
the purpose of improving the A830 Fort William Mallaig Trunk Road at Utha Bridge 
in the vicinity of Glenfi nnan Inverness-shire. 
The Order is about to be made and comes into operation only if made. If the Order 
is made, a conveyance registered in implement of the Order may vary or extinguish 
rights to enforce real burdens and servitudes affecting the land.
Copies of the Order and of the map referred to therein have been deposited at the 
following locations and may be seen there without payment of fee at the times 
specifi ed:
The offi ces of Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow 
G4 0HF between 8.30am - 5.00pm (Monday to Thrusday), 8.30am - 4.30pm 
(Friday); the Highland Council Service Point, Lochaber House, High Street, Fort 
William PH33 6EL between 9.00am to 5.00pm (Monday to Friday) and Glenfi nnan 
Post Offi ce, Glenfi nnan, Inverness-shire PH37 4LT between the hours of 10.00 am - 
1.00 pm (Monday to Saturday), and may be seen there without payment of fee. 
Any objections to the Order must be made in writing stating the title of the Order 
and the grounds of objection and addressed to the Director of Trunk Roads and Bus 
Operations, c/o Stephanie Johnstone, Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port 
Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF quoting reference NW/A830/UTHA. Any objection 
must be received on or before 1 August 2014. 
R BRANNEN
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers 
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.
4 July 2014

THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined that their 
proposal to replace the existing Utha Bridge with an in-situ reinforced concrete 
portal structure with associated wing walls parallel to the road and training walls 
to the watercourses associated with the A830 Trunk Road is-
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC on 
the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive 
No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A (9) and 55A (7) of the 
Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive but that 
having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the Directive it 
should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment in accordance 
with the Directive, and accordingly the project does not require the publication of 
an Environmental Statement.
R BRANNEN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Trunk Roads and Bus Operations, 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
4 July 2014<%!A>, <%!B> <%D>, <%Y>10 <%z> <%E>TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2022

One call.

0131 555 7407
local-scotland@mediaforce.co.uk

Cover It All is an amalgamation of CN Media Group, DC Thomson, Dumfriesshire Newspapers, E&R Inglis, Johnston Press, Orkney Media Group, Romanes Media Group, Scottish Provincial Press, Trinity Mirror Regionals,
Wigtown Free Press and Wyvex Media, reaching over 1.6 million readers*. This package can only be purchased through Mediaforce. *Source: GB TGI 2013 Q4, Jicreg October 2013
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Family mourn 
victim of loch 
drowning
A MAN has drowned after 
a canoeing accident in the 
Killin area.

Darren Gilpin, 29, from 
Edinburgh, had been out on 
Loch Tay on Saturday, July 
5 when his two-man canoe 
capsized. 

His friend made it ashore 
and raised the alarm, and a 
police operation was then 
launched to trace Darren, 
before his body was recov-
ered on Sunday evening.

There are no suspicious 
circumstances surrounding 
his death. 

Darren’s parents, Kevin 
and Carol, have paid tribute 
to their son, saying: ‘We 
are all shocked and utterly 
devastated at the death of 
our beloved Darren.
‘Darren was the comedian 
of the family and had a great 
sense of humour. 

‘He was always laugh-
ing and smiling and his 
infectious personality made 

him a joy to be around.
‘As well as being a loving 
son and a wonderful friend, 
Darren was also completely 
devoted to his partner Elaine, 
who he had been with for the 
past 11 years.

‘The past few days have 

our family, but we would 
like to thank the emergency 

Darren Gilpin’s canoe capsized
services who assisted in the 
search for Darren and for 
the support they provided 
to us following his death.
‘We are also very grateful to 
our local community for all 
the kind words of support 
they have offered. 

‘We now ask that our privacy 
is respected while we continue 
to grieve for Darren.’

Darren Gilpin, who died after his canoe capsized on Loch 
Tay last Saturday. 

STAFF at Tesco’s Oban branch wel-
comed volunteers last week for the 
nationwide food collection.

Former staff were in the store on July 
3, 4 and 5 to volunteer at the food col-
lection, which is a partnership between 
Tesco, Fareshare and the Trussell 
Trust.

Teresa Russell who is the retired-staff 

co-ordinator at the branch, said: ‘People 
think Oban isn’t affected by food pov-
erty, but it is, it has its problems like 
anywhere else.

‘Some of the retired staff come in and 
help the current staff to do this.

‘It helps Tesco and the charity, and it 
makes the former staff welcome and 
part of the team.’

The collection provides emergency 
food to local people in crisis, with the 
Trussell Trust being the UK’s largest 
foodbank.

As well as hosting the collection, 
Tesco also top-up food donations by 
30%, helping them go even further.

The next nationwide food collection 
is in November.

Volunteers Kay Harrison and Jimmy Harrison, and Tesco dotcom manager Ann MacKenzie, look on as shopper 
Christine MacDonald makes a donation to Teresa Russell. 07_t28foodbank01.

Retired Tesco staff lead food collection

A NEW LAW will allow 
local councils to recover 
debts they have incurred 
when taking on enforce-
ment work on dangerous or 
defective buildings. 

The new Buildings 
(Recovery of Expenses) 
(Scotland) Bill will make it 
easier for local authorities 
to recover debts by legislat-
ing for charging orders, set-
ting out repayable amounts 
and splitting it into annual 
instalments. 

Local authorities will be 
able to register a charging 
order in the appropriate 
land register, which means 
new and former owners 
will be liable if the property 
changes ownership. But 

a spokesman for Argyll 
and Bute council said the 
legislation will make little 
difference. 

He said: ‘While the coun-
cil welcomes this news we 
believe that, in practice, it 
will make little difference 
to the cost recovery process; 

‘This new legislation will 
have no impact on how the 

building. 
‘We will only intervene 

when a building is immi-
nently dangerous to public 
safety. 

‘The responsibility for 
the maintenance of any 
property still lies with the 
owner.’

Legislation will help local 
authorities recover costs

Mendelssohn on Mull finale
THE MENDELSSOHN on 

weekend, with the grand 

The festival began on 
Monday, featuring the music 
of young professional cham-
ber musicians.

Cathedral, will include 
a selection of music by 
Mozart, Mendelssohn, 

Shostakovich, Boccherini, 
Dvorak, Janacek, Bach and 
Enescu. It will showcase the 
pieces of three groups and 
some works for the whole 
ensemble, who have been 
performing at locations all 
week in the Mull and Oban 
area.

The concert, which starts 
at 7.30pm is free, but dona-
tions are appreciated.

Council to be a cut above
THE HIGHLAND Council is to improve standards of grass 
cutting in public open spaces and cemeteries.

The move comes following recent unprecedented levels of 
complaints about standards of grass cutting to the council in 
the past month.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/01462/PPP Renewal of planning permission 
11/00939/PPP (Site for the erection of 3 
dwellinghouses).

Land North East of Dunmhairi 
Kilchrenan Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/01505/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access 

Land South East of Garden 
Cottages (Plot 1) Glencruitten 
Oban Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

14/01535/PP Erection of two storey extension to form 
hairdressing room - Amended design 
relative to planning permssion 13/02908/PP

North Argyll Eventide Home 
Dunollie Road Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 5TG 

Oban Area Office

14/01536/PP Variation of Condition 3 relevant to 
planning permission 14/00155/PP (Erection 
of an 80 metre high meteorological mast 
for a temporary period of 36 months) - 
proposed revised layout of bird deflectors

Land Approx. 3.4 KM South East 
of Balliemeanoch Farm East 
Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll and 
Bute PA33 1BW

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

14/01537/PP Erection of 2 x 8.7m ground solar panel 
arrays

Pairc Bubh Ulva Ferry Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA73 6LY

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

14/01564/PPP Site for erection of a dwellinghouse and 
septic tank

Land to North West of 
Ichrachan House Taynuilt Argyll 
and Bute PA35 1HP 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/01592/PP Demolition of store and disused kiosk and 
erection of extension to existing retail unit 
to form hot food takeaway

Halfway Filling Station Dunbeg 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1PX 

Oban Area Office

14/01602/PP Demolition of existing building and 
erection of a maritime visitors facility and 
associated works including provision of 
new public realm works

White Building North Pier
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5QD

Oban Area Office

14/01604/PP Provision of public realm works - Including 
change of use of road infrastructure to 
form terraced public open space and street 
cafe area

Land At Stafford Street Oban 
Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

14/01605/PP Public realm scheme for Oban Bay - 
proposed upgrade of existing public realm 
scheme with new materials and features 
from Station Square through to Stafford 
Street, Oban

Station Square To Stafford 
Street Station Road Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 4LL

Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00553/LIB Installation of replacement windows and 
door (retrospective)

1 Queens Park Place Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 5RS 

Oban Area Office

14/01501/PP Removal of existing dormers Tobermory Distillery Ledaig Branch 
Road Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Tobermory Area 
Office

14/01547/PP Installation of oil fired heating boiler and 
installation of 1200 litre oil storage tank 
including erection of associated enclosures 
and formation of bin storage area

Cottage Between 30 and 31 
Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4RQ 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/01551/LIB Installation of oil fired heating boiler and 
installation of 1200 litre oil storage tank 
including erection of associated enclosures 
and formation of bin storage area

Cottage Between 30 and 31 
Ellenabeich Isle of Seil Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4RQ

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/01603/LIB Demolition of a Category ‘B’ Listed 
Building and erection of a Maritime 
Visitors Facility

White Building North Pier Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 5QD 

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE PERIOD FROM 
1ST APRIL 2013 TO 31ST MARCH 2014
Notice is hereby given under regulation 5 (1) of the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) regulations 1985 that:
(a) Copies of the unaudited financial statements of Argyll and Bute Council and applicable charities for the period 

from 1st April 2013 to 31st March 2014 will be available for public inspection in the offices of the Council at the 
following locations;

Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Manse Brae, Lochgilphead; Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; 
Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane 
Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours); Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, Helensburgh.
A copy of the financial statements will also be available on the following website: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
The financial statements will be open to Public Inspection during business hours from Friday 25th July 2014 until 
Thursday 14th August 2014 inclusive.
(b) Any person interested may inspect a copy of the financial statements to be audited, all books, deeds contracts, bills, 

vouchers and receipts related thereto, and may take copies of any or all parts of the accounts;
(c) Any person interested may object to the financial statements or to any part of those statements, no later than 

14th August 2014 by:
(1) sending their objection in writing, together with a statement of the grounds thereof to Fiona Mitchell-Knight, 

Assistant Director, Audit Scotland, 4th Floor Suite, The Athenaeum Building, 8 Nelson Mandela Place, Glasgow, 
G2 1BT and;

(2) sending their objection in writing, together with a statement of the grounds thereof to the Controller of Audit, 
110 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4LH and;

(3) sending a copy of that objection and statement to the authority and to any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, both at Strategic Finance, Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT.

(d) The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the authority, or by any officer of the authority who may 
be concerned, afford to that person or authority or officer, as the case may be, an opportunity of appearing before 
and being heard by the auditor with respect to that objection; and any such person or officer may so appear and be 
heard either personally or by a representative. 

Sally Loudon, Chief Executive

July 2014

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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ADVERTISING

ADVERTISE 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
HERE
CALL

01631 568000

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a relationship 

problem?
WE CAN HELP

Appointments available in 
Oban, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, 

Rothesay & Helensburgh
Call 01631 563297

www.argyllcouple
counselling.org

SCO23995

COUNSELLING

OBAN BLINDS L
O

C
A

L
  

EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVESHOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

MOBILITY ROOFING SERVICES

GROUNDWORKS

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

Windows and Doors
DOUBLE OR TRIPLE GLAZED

Bargeboards, Driveways 

WINDOWS & DOORS

PERSONALS

David and Helen McLeay
would like to thank family and friends for 
sharing in the occasion of their wedding. 
We would like to thank everyone for their 
kindness and generosity for all the gifts 
that we have received and for making 
our wedding day a day to remember.

Thank you

 AGRICULTURE
WEED WIPER 8ft, carpet 
type,  £525 Telephone 
01852 200500.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY CARRIER red 
Deuter Kid Comfort 2 
Baby Carrier. High spec 
and in excellent condition. 
Includes sun/ rain roof,  
£65 Telephone 07795 
973802.
BABYDAN PLAYPEN  
hexagonal playpen with 
door, in white with grey 

padded base,  £35 Tel-
ephone 07795 973802.
TRAVEL COT Littlelife 
Arc 3 pale green travel 
cot/ tent.  Great for baby 
to nap in securely and also 
folds into a travel bag,  £35 
Telephone 07795 973802.

 BICYCLES
FULL SIZE MEN’S SUS-
PENSION  Python venom 
mountain bike, 20” frame, 
red, good condition, 
Oban,  £40 Telephone 
01631 570166  or 07795 
966492.

 BUILDING / DIY
CHIP PAN OIL Approxi-
mately 200 litres,  £40 
Telephone 07909 817294 
or 01631 563667.
COPPER CYLINDER 

-
ted but unsuitable, double 
element type with coil,  
£60.00 Telephone 07909 
817294 or 01631 563667.
DOORS 4 Colonial style 
white doors, as new,  £40 
Telephone 01631 563518 
or 07542 528681.
DULUX MATT EMUL-
SION PAINT four tins 

brand new unused 5 Litre 
each Chiffon (pale pink) 
matt emulsion paint £10 
each. Ordered wrong col-
our by mistake. Telephone 
01631 571122.
RAYBURN SPARES 

bricks etc.  Call for details,  
£99.99 Telephone 07909 
817294 or 01631 563667.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ROOF BARS AND 
ROOF BOX Atera roof 
bars & Autoform roof 
box approx 7’ by 3’.  In 
good condition. Will sell 
either separately,  £99.99 
Telephone 01631 562885.

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN PORCH 
AWNING Ontario 260, 
260cm width X 240cm 
depth.  Excellent condition 
only used once,  £49.99 
Telephone 07765 820857.
PYRAMID WATER HOG 
50 litre with roller, good 
condition,  £30 Telephone 
07765 820857.

 CDS, DVDS AND
VIDEOS

THE CLASSICAL 
COLLECTION 75 with 
magazines,  £30 Telephone 
07765 503085.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

DR MARTENS BOOTS 
size 4 ‘Triumph’ boot, 
grey with pink/grey 
lining, brand new, never 
worn,  £50ono Telephone 
07809 678443 (Oban).
DR MARTENS BOOTS 
size 4, ‘Triumph Shear-
ling’ boot, dark brown, 
brand new, never worn,  
£50ono Telephone 07809 
678443 (Oban).
FLY LONDON SIZE 8 
KITTEN HEELS  Laura 
kitten heels off white/ 
green colour. Never been 
worn. Please call after 
8pm and ask for Emma,  
£30 Telephone 01770 
830250.
WEDDING UMBREL-
LAS 19 unused domed 
transparent wedding 
umbrellas,  £57 Telephone 
01631 770255.

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

NINTENDO DSI XL 
blue Nintendo DSi XL, 

boxed and in good condi-
tion, collection only,  £45 
Telephone 07449 493750.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

PANASONIC BREAD 
MAKER  Panasonic SD-
252 bread maker, used but 
in good condition. Please 
call after 8pm and ask for 
Emma,  £40 Telephone 
01770 830250.

 DOMESTIC PETS
LABRADOR PUPS fox 
red and dark yellow, good 

for several generations,  
£500 Telephone 01290 
338747.

 EQUESTRIAN
SHIRES  half leather 
chaps(xs), never been 
worn,  £10 Telephone 
07827 623910.

 FURNITURE
DISPLAY UNIT large 
illuminated glass and teak 
display unit, complete with 
drawers and cupboard, 
6ft long x 6ft high, good 
condition, £35 ono buyer 
must uplift. Telephone 
01546 606871.
DOUBLE BED SETTEE 
terracotta red, in good 
condition,  £99 Telephone 
07830 386044.
FOLDING DOUBLE 
BED folding double guest 
bed with slatted wooden 
base, very comfortable.  
Originally bought from 
Mathesons in Oban,  £40 
Telephone 07795 973802.
GENUINE CREAM 
LEATHER 3 piece suite, 1 
x 3 seater(2 metres length), 
2  x 1 seater(97cms long 
each).  very good condi-
tion,  £230 Telephone 
07771 956814.
L SHAPED WHITE 
LEATHER couch, in good 
condition,  £95 Telephone 
01631 570955.
MEMORY FOAM 
BED  with temperature 
responsive mattress and 
2 drawers in divan base. 
Brand new, cream. Will 
deliver. Cost over £600 
accept,  £200 Telephone 
07788 156652.
OPEN DISPLAY UNIT 
Open display teak corner 
unit, 6ft high, good condi-
tion, buyer must uplift, 
£10.  Telephone 01546 
606871.

TABLE over chair table, 
in good condition,  £15 
Telephone 01631 564618.

GARDEN
SHED timber garden shed 
3mtrs x 2mtrs pitched 
roof, log effect skin, buyer 
uplifts,  £99 Telephone 
01631 563303.

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

HOME GYM EQUIP-
MENT set of home gym 
equipment with hanging 
holder. Includes: skipping 
rope, thigh press, and 
hand weights. Please ask 
for Emma,  £20 Telephone 
01770 830250.

 HEATING, FIRES
AND FIREPLACES

GAS BOTTLE FIRE  
Woodburner Stove, new 
bought on ebay, converted 
from a gas 3.9kg bottle 
into a wood burner stove 
painted in black. E-mail: 

com or phone for picture,  
£25 Telephone 01852 
200722.
RAYBURN NOUVELLE 
natural gas, green, 
cooker/boiler, newly 
serviced,  £99 Telephone 
01586 554753 or 07833 
462186².

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

FABRICATIONS Quilt-
ing & patchwork maga-
zines with embroidery 
about 20, excellent condi-
tions, full with patterns & 
designs, one pound each. 
Telephone 01852 300154.
PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Baby 
Pink & Baby Blue colours 
in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
MIRROR 105 x 70, bevel-
led, as new,  £8 Telephone 
07765 503085.
RETRO LINO AND 
CARPETS retro lino 
and stair carpets with 13 

throughout the house.  In 
situ. Buyer must remove 
and uplift from Tiree.  
Price negotiable. ulrike.

-
ephone 01879 220560.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

LAMONA SINK AND 
TAPS brand new boxed 
stainless steel single bowl 
with drainer, 2 separate 

Phone for more details,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.
LED LIGHTS new pack 
of 10 Apollo Led lights  
for decking or kitchen 
kick boards. Good quality 
bargain,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720369.

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

LCD PROJECTOR with 
remote control,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01631 570955.
TRUNKI RIDE-ON 
SUITCASE Trunki Ter-
rance Ride-on Suitcase, 
perfect for tired little legs 
in the airport, used once. 
Collection only,  £15 Tel-
ephone 07449 493750.

 LIVESTOCK
SKYE PULLETS brown, 
black, pure, 1 ducks, 
geese, feeders, drinkers 
and sheds. Telephone 
01470 572213.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MARINE
OUTBOARD & DINGHY 
Suzuki 2.5 Outboard and 
Seago 230 2 man dinghy. 
Both little used and very 
good condition. £500 for 
both or may split,  £500 
Telephone 07770 741782.

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

UPRIGHT PIANO very 
good condition, needs 
to be collected. Easdale 
Island,  £75 Telephone 
01852 300154.

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

ANGLING Para Drouge, 
as new,  £17 Telephone 
01397 772679 (Corpach).
TEKSPORT 240 XCESS 
WHITEWATER Kayak  
offers welcome. If inter-
ested please call after 8pm 
and ask for Emma,  £60 
Telephone 01770 830250.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by 
the box, ideal for copiers, 
lasers and fax machines. 
Contact Krisp Print. Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, num-
bered and perforated to 
your requirements. From 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

TICKETS FOR SALE
ANT AND DEC 25th 
August two tickets, Hy-
dro-Glasgow, level 2, un-
able to go,  £60 Telephone 
07516 212551.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 

cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc. Smaller quantities 
considered.  Telephone 
07435 589701.
WANTED Boat storage, 
Kintyre/mid Argyll, space 
in yard or under cover, for 
boat on trailer 25 ft x 10 
ft. Reasonable rent paid. 
Telephone 0131 332 4083.

TO YOUR CLASSIFIEDS
AND INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF SELLING

Product title i.e acoustic guitar
Product description (approx 15-20 words)
Selling price
Contact telephone number
Item location (as we cover a  fairly large geographical area
it is helpful if buyers know where the item is located)

NOW JUST 
£15

FOR TWO 
WEEKS

(6X1 COLOUR AD WITH PHOTO)
Advert runs for two weeks (price includes VAT)

ACOUSTIC
GUITAR

£100
TEL 01631 568035

Yamaha acoustic guitar in 
good condition. Built in tuner, 

new strings, comes with 
padded gig bag. In Oban.

The Oban Times reserves the right not to use photos that do not comply with our terms and conditions. 
No trade advertisers in private sales. All boats, cars and trailers must appear in Drive Times.

Three easy ways to
place your photo advert:

• Telephone 01631 568 000 or 01397 703 003

Fort William, Lochgilphead or Campbeltown

ADD A
PHOTO
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
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MEMORIALS

WEDDING

Lisa and Rory Sutherland were married on Saturday 
24th May 2014. The ceremony took place at Nevis range 
on the balcony overlooking Fort William and Caol. The 
dinner and reception afterwards was held at the Caol 

Community Centre. Lisa and Rory would like to thank 
everyone for a brilliant day. Image by Peter Clark.

BIRTHS
BOURNE - NICHOLLS - 
Sam and Rachel are delighted 
to announce the birth of Emily 
Lexie, born May 27, 2014 in 
Scotstoun.
GRANT - To Dougie and 
Isobel, Kilchrenan, a son, Jack 
MacKenzie Grant on Saturday, 
July 5, 2014.
HARRISON - Ewen and Livvy 
are delighted to announce the 
arrival of Callan Munro on 
June 10, 2014. First grandchild 
for Janice and Donald Harrison, 
Taynuilt.
HOUGHTON - Ewan and 
Mhairi (née Young) are 
delighted to announce the safe 
arrival of Olivia Mary Jane on 
June 22, 2014. First grandchild 
for Donald and Jane, Glencoe 
and Ken and Margaret, 
Clackmannan.
RAYBOULD - MACKAY 
Alex and Vairi are very proud 
to announce the safe arrival 
of their daughter Laila Skye 
on June 28 at Cumberland 

grand-daughter for Mike and 
Julie, Carlisle and Joanie and 
John, Tobermory.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
REYNOLDS - SCOTT At 
Glenorchy Parish Church on 
July 4, 1964 by the Rev J F Scott 
(brother of the bride) assisted 
by Rev Dr M K MacLeod, Alan, 
Grosvenor Avenue, Pontefract 
to Jean, Baddarroch, Dalmally.  
Present Address: Havant Road, 
Horndean, Hampshire.

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on July 2, 2014, aged 78 
years, Iain. Beloved husband 
to Isobel, dear father to Iain, 
Graham, Lorne and the late 
Andrew and Grampa to Iona, 
Jake and Billy.
GILBERT - Emily (nee Smith) 
of Markbeech and Hough, 
Tiree, died peacefully after 

seven months on July 5, 2014, 
aged 48. She is deeply mourned 
by her husband Andrew, four 
children Meriel, Gabriel, 
Fred and Tommy and also by 
her stepchildren Hannah and 
Archie, family and friends. The 
funeral at Holy Trinity Church, 
Markbeech, on Monday July 
14, at 2.00pm. Only garden 

feel appropriate with birds, 
tartan or heart accessories. 
Donations, if desired, to 
Hospice in the Weald or the 
Marsden, Sutton c/o Alex Jones 
Funeral Directors, Edenbridge. 
01732 860047. 
INGHAM - Peacefully at the 
Belford Hospital on Monday 
July 7, 2014 aged 70 years, 
Myra Ingham. A loving mum 
to Brad and Claire, and a much 
loved nana to Mitchell, Finlay, 
Oliver, Aimee, Matthew, 
Chloe and Benjamin. Funeral 
ceremony to be held in The 
Leven Centre, Kinlochleven 
on Wednesday July 16, 2014 

please. Donations if desired 
may be given at the door 
towards Macmillan Nurses and 
Belford Hospital. Arrangements 
by John McLellan Funeral 
Directors.
LLOYD - Peacefully at home 
in Southport Morag (née 
MacLellan) on July 3, 2014, 
a loving mother, granny, sister 
and auntie. R.I.P.
MACCALLUM - Peacefully 
after a long illness, on July 
6 2014, Annie (Nancy) 
MacCallum beloved wife of 
the late Archie MacCallum, 
much loved mother of Douglas, 
Moira & Aileen, mother-
in-law grandmother and 
great-grandmother. Funeral 
will take place at Muckairn 
Parish Church on Friday July 
11 at 1.00pm, thereafter to 
Muckairn Cemetery. Family 

collection/ donations if desired 
for Muckairn Parish Church / 
Eadar Glinn Care Home.

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BAXTER - Florence, Anne 
and family extend their most 
sincere thanks to all friends, 
neighbours and colleagues 
for the support given to them 
following their sad loss of 
Ishbel. Special thanks to Dr 
Smith and staff of Kinmylies 
Medical Practice and to 
Mairi Lumsden and the West 
Inverness Community Nursing 
Team for their invaluable help 
and support, also to Sheena and 
staff of the Southside Nursing 
Home for caring for Ishbel over 
the past few months. Sincere 
thanks to the Rev. Fraser 
Stewart for a most comforting 
service, to D. Chisholm and 

funeral arrangements and to 
Caol Community Centre for 
providing the catering. Grateful 
thanks to all who paid their 
respects in Inverness and Fort 
William and for kind donations 
given towards Munlochy 
Animal Aid and Contact the 
Elderly.
MACALLISTER - Douglas 
would like to thank family 
and friends for their support 
following the sad loss of Bella. 

phone calls, the doctors and 
nurses at Lorn Medical Centre 
and the girls at Mears Caring. A 
very special thank you to Rev. 
Chris Fulcher for her kindness 
and comforting service, to 

arrangements and to all who 
attended the graveside.

TAYLOR - Margaret and 
all the family wish to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their kindness 
and sympathy following their 
recent sad loss of Kenneth. to 
the staff in ward B12, FVRH, 
to the Macmillan support team 
to our local doctors and nurses 
who helped care for Kenneth 
over the recent months to 
Andy and Ross Anderson 
for their help with funeral 
arrangements, to the Rev John 
Lincoln for his comforting 
service and to all who attended 
the church and graveside and 
gave so generously to the Falls 
of Dochart Home in Killin. 
Please accept our most sincere 
thanks.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear mum, 
May, who passed away on July 
6, 1998.
I think of you in silence
I often speak your name
But all I have are memories
And a picture in a frame.
My heart still aches with 
sadness

For what it meant to lose you 
mum
No-one will ever know. 
- Your loving daughter Kay, 
Lochgoilhead.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear gran, May, 
who passed away on July 6, 
1998.
Memories of you are fondly 
kept
Someone too special to ever 
forget
- Your loving grandchildren 
Duncan and Caroline.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear father 
Calum, who passed away July 
23, 2009. Dear mother Alice, 
who passed away July 3, 2012. 
Dear husband Donald, who 
passed away July 13, 2013.
Too special to forget.
- Margaret and family.
CROSSLAND - Richard 
MacPherson. Remembering a 
very special son and brother. 
In our soul and hearts - forever 
with us.
- Mum Cona, brother Gary and 
Will and Orla.
MACBRIDE - Treasured 
memories of a dear Auntie, 
Mary, who died on July 13, 
1995.
Remembered this day and 
always.
- Rosemary, Ewen and family, 
Tigh-na-Coille, Spean Bridge.

“We want to see Jesus”, 
someone said to his disciples. 
They understood. When he 
was taken from them they felt 
devastated. When he appeared 
again they were overjoyed. 

The evening after his resur-
rection he met two of them. 
They did not recognise him 

began to explain things that 
referred to him. It moved them 
deeply when they ‘saw’ him in 
the book even though they did 
not realise it was Jesus who 
was speaking to them. 

It is a mistake to think of the 
Bible as a mere book. When 
the Spirit of Jesus explains it 
we feel as if we are meeting 
him. So we should ask him to 
do that, and he will.

The Argyll Convention (5th 
till 7th August) is a gathering 
(for anyone) that focuses on 
Jesus in the Bible. The theme is 
him ‘Redeeming and Return-
ing’, and the speakers will 
explain Jesus’ activities, both 
in the past and now, with some 
of the meetings concentrating 
on the climax of his work. The 
main speakers are: Richard Be-
wes (author and former Rector 
of a large London church), and 
Hector Morrison (Principal of a 
college in the University of the 
Highlands and Islands). Other 
topics range from families to 
revival and Christian medical 
mission. 

It takes place in the Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls in Oban 

week of August. Check the 
website or Facebook for de-
tails. (www.argyllconvention.
com). No entry fee – just come. 
And there is a concluding 
‘songs of praise’ in St John’s 
on the Friday evening. A good 
programme. There will be 
activities for children in the 
mornings – please use website 
contact form to register and 

But it will only ‘work’ if the 
Spirit of Jesus opens the Bible 
to us and we feel we have met 
him. So will you pray for that, 
please? It says the disciples 
“were glad when they saw the 
Lord”. The organisers can only 
facilitate that – ask Jesus to do 
it. 

Archie McPhail

Prayer for Argyll Convention

Thought for the week

LOCHYSIDE Roman catholic 
primary school, Fort William, 
held a host of activities to 
mark the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow. 

Children learned about the 
Commonwealth countries and 
followed up with research on 

culture and traditions in these 
lands.  

Music, food tasting, art work 
and a whole week dedicated to 
different sports enjoyed across 
the Commonwealth were popu-
lar highlights for the pupils. 

‘This kind of integrated 
and active learning provides 

the pupils with varied and 
challenging experiences and 
encourages them  to lead a 
healthy, active life-style,’ said 
head teacher Violet Smith. 

‘We would like to thank all 
those who kindly led the sports 
and arts workshops. Their help 
is much appreciated.’

Children at Lochyside Roman catholic primary school took part in a mosaic workshop as part of 
activities to celebrate the Commonwealth Games.

Pupils get into the spirit of 
Commonwealth

AN AMERICAN family who 
thought they were going for a 
tour of Castle Stalker, near Ap-
pin, were shocked to discover 
the island fort was the venue 
for their daughter’s wedding.

David and Cleo Zins Simmer, 
from Minnesota, surprised the 
bride’s family by having an Ar-
gyll wedding on Independence 
Day, July 4.

‘Our day turned out so 
perfectly,’ said Cleo. ‘It rained 
buckets all morning, and by the 
time we got up to the castle, 
the sun was streaming through 

the clouds, making a stunning 
background.

‘My family was completely 
surprised. They had no idea.’

Cleo and her close friends 
arrived in Oban last Saturday 
and spent the week running 
around Oban making hair 

at Argyll and Bute council’s 
municipal buildings. 

They even had time to visit 
some of the town hostelries, 
guided by fellow American 
Lee Davidson, who they had 

bumped into at the airport and 
was also heading for Oban 
to meet up with his partner 
Wendy Robertson, a nurse at 
Connel surgery.

Cleo said: ‘We adore the 
people in your town. Of course, 
Lee and Wendy were so sweet 
to help us out.

‘Gemma Cummins and 
Claire Evans at the registrar’s 

exceedingly helpful throughout 
the entire process. The ladies 
at the Boutique Salon gave 
me absolutely perfect hair, 

Claire in the spa at the Oban 
Bay Hotel and Karen at Saint 
Saviour completely indulged 
me. My husband and his best 
man were pampered at Spruce 
for several hours on the day 
of the wedding and Rob at the 
Queens Hotel treated us like 
royalty.

‘Alasdair Allward, the owner 
of the castle, was so wonderful 
and gave us a lovely tour.

After the wedding we went 
in to Oban and ended up at 
the Claredon for an hilarious 
evening of karaoke’.

David and Cleo Zins Simmer surprised their family with a wedding at Castle Stalker.

Surprise American 
wedding at Castle Stalker

MACKINNON - Treasured 
memories of our dear parents, 
mother Mary died July 11, 
1995. Father John, died 
October 4, 1975. Our beloved 
brother Donald John, died July 
6, 1994, also remembering our 
dear brothers-in-law Norman, 
died August 30 1995 and 
Angus, died December 24 
2006.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Inserted by the family at West 
Kilbride and away.
McEWAN - In loving memory 
of Eddie, taken from us so 
suddenly on July 6, 2001.
No matter how our lives have 
changed
No matter what we do
We’ll never forget those 
precious years
The ones we shared with you
- Love Jean and family xxx

MEMORIAL SERVICE
HOLMAN –  David McArthur.  
Family, friends and colleagues 
of the late David McArthur 
Holman are invited to attend 
a Memorial Service at The 
Guards Chapel, Wellington 
Barracks, London SW1E 6HQ 
on Tuesday September 2, 2014, 
12.00 noon.  Please  refer to 
www.holmans.co.uk for further 
details and entry requirements.

COMPETITORS only have 
four weeks to get ready for the 
annual raft race in Oban Bay, on 
Saturday, August 9.

And this year the rules have 
changed - where people have to 
sit in, rather than on the boat. 

Organised by Oban and Lorn 
Lions Club, the starting point 
will be from the George Street 
beach.

Alex Milligan, one of the or-
ganisers said: ‘The starting point 
will be from the George Street 
Beach which with it’s horseshoe 
shape makes it a fantastic view-
ing arena for spectators of all 
ages whether they are standing 
or sitting.  

This fun community event is 
open to any club group, school 
or individuals who want to team-
up, get dressed up in fancy dress 
and raise some cash for charity.

Each craft must have a mini-
mum crew of two people and the 
only stipulation is that everyone 
has lots of fun taking part in this 
great annual community fun 
event. 

Entry forms and conditions 
can be had by contacting: 
Brian on 07712667542; Alistair 
on 01631 564249 or Alex on 
07796891676.

DUE to the Baton Relay making 
its way through the town this 
Sunday morning, a number of 
church services have changed 
their starting time.

Please check locally but it is 
understood that Oban Congrega-
tional Church, Oban and Kilmore 
Parish Church and others will be 
starting earlier in order to allow 
congregations to take part in the 
town celebrations. 

Church goers are reminded 
that there is no parking on the 
Esplanade during the festivities 
and alternative arrangements 
should be made for vehicles. 

A number of choirs are singing 
in the event from all over the area 
to welcome the baton to Oban.

Oban Bay annual 
raft race rules 
have changed

Sunday services 
time changes 
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BOWLS

Golf News

Glencruitten

Islay

Tobermory

Taynuilt

Isle of Seil
COMPETITION results: JR 
Trophy held on June 8 - 1 John 
Blackstock; 2 John Taylor; 3rd 
Craig Robertson. Nearest fourth 
pin Donna Campbell, eighth 
pin John Taylor. Longest drive 
ladies Liz Mudie; gents Craig 
Robertson. Least putts David 
Nathan and Craig Robertson.

Greensomes: June 22 - 1 
Mark McDougall and David 
Mudie.

Highland Arts Texas Scram-
ble June 29 - 1 Mary Phillips, 
Colin Campbell and David 
Nathan; 2 Isobelle Smith, Geo 
Adam and Bill Clark. Nearest 
fourth pin Colin Campbell; 
eighth pin Geo Adam. Longest 
drive ladies Donna Campbell; 
gents Colin Campbell.

RESULTS: Summer League 
played Wednesday July 2 - 1 A 
MacMillan 38 pts; 2 L Gairn 
37 pts; 3 D Livingstone 35 pts  
Css 69.

July Medal played Sunday 
July 6 - 1 D Adams   73  - 6  =  
67;  2 N Carmichael   75  - 5 = 
70; 3  C Davey  83 -12   = 71. 
Css 71.

Winners of Oban Bowling Club’s recent Millennium Trophy were, from left: Neil MacDougall, John 
McLaren, Sheila Weir and Alex Carmichael, with Hughie MacCorquodale, centre.

THERE was double success at the Scottish Ladies 
District Finals for Oban Bowling Club ladies. 

Helen MacLean won the senior singles and the 
fours team of Donna Forbes, Margaret MacAlpine, 
Anne Campbell and Helen MacLean were also 
named champions. Both district champions will now 

An exciting Ladies Day Triples at Oban Bowling 
Club brought out 17 teams to the green.

Two Oban teams were joined by Helensburgh’s 
Colgrain Bowling Club and a team from Tarbert in 

Church, Sheila Weir and Mae Hardie in opposition 
to Colgrain’s skip Shirley Kennon, aided by Alison 
Shaw and Kirsteen Dunbar with the match ending 
with a win for the visitors. The disappointed Oban 
ladies had completed their qualifying stage without 
dropping a point.

Double success for Oban ladies

LADIES: Medal played July 1 
- 1 Alice MacCalman 59 (26); 2 
Sandra Elliott 68 (23) 3 Anne S 
MacCalman 68 (18).

Gents: Club championship 
third round plus second round 
MacDougall played July 6 
- 1 David Thomson 61 (13); 2 
Andrew Diggory 62 (05); 3 Jim 
Carmichael 63 (09).

MacDougall Cup 2014 - 1 
Jim Carmichael 122 (59 63);  2 
Andrew Diggory 124 (62 62); 3 
Paul Walton 125 (59 66).

Club championship - scratch 
- after 3 rounds 1 Andrew Dig-
gory 194 (63 64 67); 2 David 
Howie 212 (70 71 71); 3 Mark 
Henricksen 213 (69 72 72).

ROBERT Wright won the 
Senior Championship on 
Saturday with a score of 68, 
62 = 130. Alan Garret was in 
second place with a score of 64, 
67 =131.

The second round of the 
Handicap Championship was 
also played, with Robert Wright 
68, 62 = 130 and Michael Kelly 
63, 67 = 130 sharing the lead.  

Scott Jordan and Helen 
Pearson won the Hospital 
Quaich on Sunday with a score 
of 92 – 21.5 = 70.5. In second 
place were Kenny and Maureen 
Devine with a score of 96 – 24 
= 72, and in third place were 
John and Mary Plunkett with a 
score of 90 – 16.5 = 73.5.

Saturday is the second round 
of the George Smith Trophy 
and the championship second 
round. On Sunday the mixed 
open takes place.

MENS July Medal - 1 Ross 
Kirsop 72-14-58; 2 William 
MacCrone 70-05-65; 3 Peter 
MacCrone 76-10-65.

Junior July Medal - 1 William 
MacCrone 66-05-61; 2 Lee 
Gallagher 97-32-65; 3 Lewis 
Brown 71-06-65.

Junior Summer Challenge 
- Lewis Brown 72-06-66; 2 
Lewis Wilshire 76-07-69; 3 
William MacCrone 76-05-71.

Helen MacLean, Margaret McAlpine and 
Donna Forbes lost a close encounter with the 
popular visitors from Tarbert, skip Amy Mac-
Callum, Irene McNicol and Ellie Cupples.

Colgrain continued their good earlier form 
to take the trophy as worthy winners on the 
day.

Last Friday saw the Ladies Argyll and Bute 
county team visiting the Oban green for 
their inter-association encounter with West 
Lothian.

The two rinks involving Anne MacDougall, 
Helen MacLean, Donna Forbes and Marion 
Carr from Oban helped Argyll and Bute to a 
comfortable win over West Lothian, winning 
four rinks and losing only two.

Pre-season games 
for Oban Saints

OBAN Saints have oganised 
three attractive pre-season 
friendlies and are still in the 

another another game.
On Saturday July 26 they play 

old rivals Greenock HSFP.
The following Saturday they 

take on Central Scottish League 

Saturday August 9 play high-

former Rangers star Charlie 
Miller and Aberdeen’s Robbie 
Winters in their ranks.

All three games are in Oban.  

FOOTBALL

West Highland Tennis Week 
proves to be another success

ANDY Murray’s earlier than 
expected exit from Wimbledon 
this year proved to be a blessing 
for another tennis tournament in 
Oban as it took centre stage.

West Highland Tennis Week 
added its own drama for tennis 
fans in Argyll with some closely 
fought, high quality tennis on 
display. 

This year’s West Highland 
Tennis championships, from 

three to be sponsored by Scot-
tish Sea Farms through its Heart 
of the Community Fund.

Last Friday saw play delayed 

West Highland Tennis Week prizewinners and competitiors. Photos: Robert McCulloch

Tournament referee Mary MacLean with singles winners Jennifer 
Green and Alan MacDonald.

New court at Taynuilt used as rain sees
play delayed for five hours last Friday

Willie Gemmel lost narrowly in 
the Plate competiion but won 

the Derby Day Singles. 

rain but by including  the new 
court at Taynuilt as an additional 
venue and glorious weather 
for the rest of the weekend the 
tournament was completed at 
9pm on Sunday evening.

onwards, all gents matches 
were closely contested. Alan 
MacDonald, a two time previ-
ous winner, made it a hat trick 
of titles, defeating a new player 
to the tournament, Johnathon 
Pankhurst. 

The ladies title was retained 
by Jennifer Green, whose over-

all strength of game proved too 
much for Lisa Munro.

The gents doubles competition 
was one of highest quality. Last 
year’s winners, Alan MacDon-
ald and Craig Severin, lost nar-

Pankhurst and Allan McClure 
-

anced throughout the three sets.
The mixed doubles was played 

with the brother and sister 
combination of Jennifer and 
Alan Green proving too strong 

for Alan MacDonald and Oban’s 

Oban welcomed back 16 
young Americans and their 
coach, Chris Jacques, from the 
John Newcombe tennis ranch in 
Texas. 

Since 2003 they have entered 
a squad of players, bringing a 
youthful enthusiasm as well as 
a high standard of tennis.

Final
The gents plate competition 

saw local player Willie Gem-
mell giving a good account of 

just to lose narrowly to Alan 
Dove of Liverpool.

Thanks were also given to 
Scottish Sea Farms, Atlantis 
Leisure, local businesses, 
patrons and Argyll and Bute 
council for their support.

Results: Gents Championship Sin-
gles: 1 Alan MacDonald, 2 Johnny 
Pankhurst; Ladies Championship 
Singles: 1 Jennifer Green, 2 Lisa 
Munro.

 Boys 18 and under Singles: 1 
James Schemilt, 2 Calvin Duke; 
Girls 18 and under Singles: 1 Emily 
Gates, 2 Michaela Ellison.

Gents Championship Doubles: 
1 Alan McClure and Johnny Pan-
khurst, 2 Craig Severin and Alan 
MacDonald; Ladies Championship 
Doubles: 1 Jennifer Green & Lisa 
Munro, 2 Christine Lockhart & Jan 
Oliphant.

Mixed Championship Doubles: 1 
Malcolm Croarkin won the 

Gents handicap Singles.

Eoghan Swann won the 
Secondary Schools Senior

 Boys event and the Maureen 
McCulloch Quaich. 

Primary school winners James 
Beaton and Gavin Forgrieve.

Ladies Doubles title winnes 
Lisa Munro and Jennifer Green.

Earlier in the week local 
players competed in a range of 
events and following on from 
last year the competitions and 
activities provided for primary 
and secondary schoolchildren 
continued to grow in popularity 
with the secondary competitions 
now run over two days.

Tournament organisers 
expressed gratitude to the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Fund and 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust for supporting the junior 
events.

Oxland and Alan MacDonald. Gents 
Singles Plate: 1 Alan Dove, 2 Willie 
Gemmell; O35 Gents Singles: 1 
Derek Lauder, 2 Craig Severin.

Derby Day Gents Singles: 1 Willie 
Gemmell, 2 D MacKenzie; Derby 
Day Ladies Singles: 1 Melissa Oats, 
2 Inez Cordeiro.

Derby Day Gents Doubles: R 
Cordeiro and G Clunie; Team Night: 
L Oxland, T Carre, B Aitken, E 
Swann.

Handicap Singles Gents: 1 Mal-
colm Croarkin, 2 Alex Craik.

Primary:  James Beaton and 
Gavin Forgrieve; Junior Boys: 1 C 
MacMillan, 2 F Charlton; Senior 
Boys: 1 E Swann, 2 F Sinclair; 
Secondary Girls: 1 O Nisbet, 2 G 
Thomson; Maureen McCulloch 
Quaich: Eoghan Swann.

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1350

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:
A Colquhoun, Mossfield Avenue, Oban
&
M A Young, Summerston, Glasgow
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Fixtures

Results

SHINTY

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts
Newtonmore 10      8        1        1      27      10       17
Lovat  9        7        1        1      24      10       15
Kingussie  10      6        1        3      24      18       13
Glenurquhart 10      5        2        3      17      11       12
Inveraray  11      3        3        5      17      23        9
Kyles Athletic 8        2        2        4       8       15        6
Kinlochshiel 9        2        0        7      13      22        4  
Lochaber  11      0        2        9      12      33        2

Marine Harvest National Division  
                                   P      W      D       L        F        A       Pts
Oban Camanachd 8        7       0        1       24        5       14
Beauly  11      6       1        4       23       18      13     
Kilmallie  7        5       0        2       28      12       10
Fort William 5        4       1        0       21        7        9
Caberfeidh 9        3       1        5       19      26        7
Glasgow MA 7        3       0        4       16      17        6
Glenorchy  9        2       1        6       11      29        5
Bute  8        0       0        8         5      33       -2

Marine Harvest North Division 1
  P       W       D       L       F        A      Pts      
Skye  6        6        0        0      21        1       12
Newtonmore 9        5        1        3      25      10       11
Strathglass 9        5        1        3      26      19       11
Glenurquhart 7        3        2        2      16      14        8
Kingussie  8        3        1        4      18      23        7  
Beauly  8        3        1        4      14      22        7
Inverness  8        1        2        5      17      27        4
Lovat  7        1        0        6        7      28        2

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Kyles Athletic 8        5        2        1       29     10       12
Ballachulish 7        4        3        0       23     10       11
Lochside Rovers 10      4        3        3       27     27       11
Aberdour  7        4        2        1       21     13       10
Oban Celtic 8        2        3        3        9      23        6
Kilmory  9        2        1        6       11     17        5
Strachur  7        1        2        4        8      16        4
Taynuilt  8        1        2        5      19      31        4

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W      D        L        F       A      Pts
Glengarry  10      7        1        2       20      17      15
Fort William 8        7        0        1       32      14      14
Boleskine  12      5        0        7       29      39      10
Lochaber  10      4        1        5       28      25        9
Lochcarron 8        4        1        3       20      22        9
Kinlochshiel 10      3        2        5       20      23        6
Aberdeen Uni 10      2        2        6       21      28        6
Skye  8        2        1        5       17      18        5

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
                                   P      W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Tayforth  11      9        1        1      39       7       19
Inveraray  10      8        2        0      35       7       18
Col Glen  10      5        2        3      36      13      12
Glasgow MA  10      5        1        4      33      21      11
Bute  9       4        1        4      17      21       9
Ballachulish 11      4        0        7      19      36       8
Glenorchy  10      2        0        8      12      29       4
Aberdour  11      0        1      10        7      64       1

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A      Pts
Caberfeidh 9        7        1        1       36     12       15
Strathspey 10      5        1        4       26     29       10
Kilmallie  10      4        2        4       36     21        9
Lochbroom 9        3        3        3       16     19        9
Lewis  9        4        1        4       19     22        9
Inverness  9        1        0        8        9      39        2

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

best for shinty
news, views

and photographs

South teams 
exit major 
trophy at 
quarter

Glenurquhart’s Neale Reid and David Smart celebrating Glens second goal against Inveraray at Blairbeg Park. Photo: Donald Cameron

Beauly’s Ross Forbes is sandwiched between Inverness pair 
Andrew Henderson and Jason MacLeod during last Saturday;s 

Strathdearn Plate semi final played at the Bught Park.
Photo: Donald Cameron

Friday 4 July
Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Col Glen P - P Inveraray  
Due to Blocked Road

Saturday 5 July
Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup Quarter Finals 
Glenurquhart 3 - 1 Inveraray 
Kinlochshiel 0 - 1 Fort William 
Kingussie 1 - 0 Kyles Athletic  
Skye 4 - 1 Kilmallie   

South of Scotland
Senior Plate Final
Aberdour 3 - 2 Strachur  

Strathdearn Cup Semi Final
Glenurquhart 1 - 3 New’more 
Strathspey 3 - 4 Skye  

Strathdearn Plate Semi Final
Inverness 0 - 5 Beauly 
Lovat 5 - 0 Kingussie

SCOTS Camanachd 3 - 0 Bute

Kyles Athletic 2 - 0 Tayforth

Glenorchy 4 - 0 Glasgow MA

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Bute 0 - 2 Beauly  
Oban Caman 5 - 0 Caberfeidh  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1 
Inverness 1 - 4 Strathglass  

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Ballachulish 1 - 1 Lochside
Oban Celtic 3 - 3 Taynuilt  

Marine Harvest
North Division 2  
Fort William 7 - 1 Lochcarron 
Glengarry 2 - 1 Boleskine 
Lochaber 6 - 0 Kinlochshiel  

Marine Harvest
North Division 3
Kilmallie 2 - 2 Lochbroom 

Balliemore Cup Final
Skye v Ballachulish    
Lachie Wood - 2.30pm
at Taynuilt

Orion Group Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore  
Evan MacRae - 3.30pm
Kyles Athletic v Kingussie  

Lovat v Glenurquhart  
Graham Cameron

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Bute v Fort William   
Colin MacDonald
Caberfeidh v Kilmallie  
Daniel MacRae
Glenorchy v Glasgow MA
Billy Wotherspoon

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Strathglass   
John Angus Gillies
Glenurquhart v Kingussie  
Ron Kennedy
Inverness v Lovat   
David Stafford - 3pm 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Aberdour v Oban Celtic  
David Mitchell
Kilmory v Lochside Rovers  
Archie Ritchie
Kyles Athletic v Strachur  
Colin MacDonald - 12pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Fort William v Glengarry  
Ronnie Campbell 
Kinlochshiel v Aberdeen Uni  
Calum Girvan - 1pm 
Lochcarron v Boleskine  
Andy MacLean 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Col Glen v Inveraray  
Euan Pearson
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute  
Neil MacDonald
Tayforth v Aberdour   
Duncan Freshwater

Marine Harvest
North Division 3 
Inverness v Caberfeidh  
Robert Morrison - 1pm
Lewis v Lochbroom   
Daniel MacRae
(All throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

THE SEMI
Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup, was made on Monday at Elan
Donan Castle, Dornie, by Camanachd Association President
Archie Robertson and Maggie Cunningham, chairwoman of MG
Alba,

of a new broadcast deal with the Camanachd Association that will

year during 2014, 2015 and 2016.
The draw is as follows:

Both ties will be played at An Aird, Fort William, and will
throw-up at 4pm.

Scottish Hydro Camanachd 
Cup semi-final draw

Orion Group 
Premiership
KINLOCHSHIEL will take on
Newtonmore this Saturday in
the Orion Group Premiership.

The side are out of the Cama-
nachd Cup, after a 1-0 defeat
at home to Fort William last
Saturday.

Kinlochshiel manager Colin
Fraser said: ‘We’re disappointed
to go out of the cup at such a late
stage.

‘We’re disappointed more in
the way we played, everything

‘Take nothing away from Fort
William though, they played
well and I hope they do well in
the competition.’

With regards to their match
against top place Newtonmore,
Fraser said: ‘It’ll be another
tough game, although there are
no easy games in this league.

‘Newtonmore will be keen to
get the points, especially with
Lovat biting at their heels.’

The match has a throw-up time
of 3.30pm.

will hope
to keep their spot at the top of
the Orion Group Premiership
as they face second-bottom
Kinlochshiel on Saturday.

The side have 17 points from
10 games, two points ahead of
second-placed Lovat, who have
a game in hand.

P J Mackintosh’s men go into
the game fresh, having had a
free week last week.

The match has a 3.30pm
throw-up time, in Balmacara.

will face Glenurquhart
on Saturday in the Orion Pre-
mier Division, in a match that
sees second place play fourth.

Allan MacRae’s men go into
the game fresh, having had a
free week this week past, whilst
Glenurquhart beat Inveraray in
a tough Camanachd Cup tie.

Lovat are two points behind
top team Newtonmore, having
played one less game, so have
the chance to sit joint top after
Saturday’s game.

will
face Lovat this Saturday in the
league, the side they lost to in

June 21.
Manager Billy MacLean said:

‘It’s a chance to try and play
better against them than we

MacLean’s side won 3-1 in
the Camanachd Cup quarter

goals sealing the win against
Inveraray.

MacLean said: ‘I’m obviously
delighted after the depression of

ago.
‘It was a close game. We

watched Inveraray play Kyles
the other week and they started
strongly in that game and on
Saturday it was the same.

‘They could have had two or
three goals, but luckily we got
the equaliser just before half
time, always a good time to
score.

‘We came out for the second
half and had the better of the

-
ner, but then managed to get it
with seven minutes to go, and
the third just at the end rounded
things up nicely for us.’

Saturday’s game against Lovat
has a throw-up time of 2.30pm.

have the
chance to avenge a painful 1-0
defeat in last week’s Camanachd
Cup match when they take on
Kingussie this Saturday.

Kyles will have home advan-
tage this weekend, however, in
the Orion Group Premiership
clash.

The Celtic Cup champions
started poorly and conceded in

weekend and, despite having
much of the game, could not
break down a stubborn Kings
defence.

KINGUSSIE will face Kyles
Athletic this Saturday in the
Orion Group Premiership,
having defeated them in the

last weekend.

In a tough game, Kingussie
held on to a 1-0 lead, and will
face Fort William in the semi-

Talking about Saturday’s vic-
tory, manager Russel Jones said:
‘We are obviously delighted. It
was a hard, hard fought game.

‘Kyles had more possession
and more chances but our
goalkeeper and defence were
superb.

‘We scored a quick goal in the

There’s more than one way to
win a game as they say.

‘We did have another good
chance in the 10th minute, but
overall it was Kyles who had the
possession and chances.’

Jones is hoping his side can re-
peat their victory this Saturday

Kyles, which has a 3pm throw-
up time.

‘This Saturday will be another

a few players through work and
other commitments so will have
to draft in a few second-team
players,’ said Jones.

‘Its not ideal for a tough game
away from home like this, but I
know the lads will be up for it
regardless.’

manager Garry
MacPherson faces a challenge
to keep his players motivated
until the end of a season that
has tailed off in disappointing
fashion.

Three weeks ago the ‘Aray
boys were almost assured
premier league survival, were

Cup and had a Camanachd Cup
-

hart to look forward to.

last Saturday, Inveraray now
have only three games left in
their season and potentially have

match.

because the boys know there is
not much to play for. If we had
won one of those cup matches
we would have been happy.’

Inveraray were 1-0 up in
Drumnadrochit last Saturday
through Lewis McNichol but
conceded just before half time.
Two sucker-punch goals with

Glenurquhart were in the hat for
Monday’s Camanachd Cup semi

MacPherson said: ‘We were

all over them for large parts
of the game but didn’t punish
them when we had the chance.
Against Kyles in the Celtic Cup

things - they were the better
team - but even the Glenurqu-
hart management admitted they
were lucky to win.’

National Division
continued

their run of good form at the
weekend, with a 1-0 victory
against Kinlochshiel.

The win puts the side into the

Cammanachd Cup.

Manager Victor Smith said:
‘I’m delighted. Any result
against Kinlochshiel away from
home is a good one.

‘Although I felt we dominated
for long spells, the score could
have been different.

‘We had our chances but their
strikers had chances themselves
on the break.

‘In the end one goal was
enough to win it for us.’

Smith’s side travel to Bute this
Saturday in the league and he is
hoping for a result against the
bottom-placed side.

It’s usually hard fought against
them but after our results as of

crashed out of
the Camanachd Cup quarter-

to Skye.
The match saw two Kilmallie

players sent off and manager
Duncan Kelly was understand-
ably disappointed.

‘It was a terrible performance

minutes. We just weren’t at the
races.

‘We were missing our full-
back Alan McDonald, so had to
rearrange our defence, but we
lost the three goals so quickly.

‘Fair play to Skye, we couldn’t
break them down and they were
up for it.’

Kelly admitted the sending-
offs were thoroughly deserved
and will mean he is going into

missing in total through work,
suspension and other commit-
ments.

His side face Caberfeidh away
from home on Saturday in the
league, with a throw-up time of
2.30pm.

play hosts
Glasgow Mid Argyll this Satur-
day, hoping to pick up points to
improve their league standing.

The side are second-bottom
of the Marine Harvest National
Division, with Mid Argyll just a
point ahead of them.

Manager John Smith said: ‘It’ll
be a tough game as it always is
against Glasgow Mid Argyll.

We have the home advantage
though, so hopefully we’ll be
too strong.

‘They went through last sea-
son unbeaten, came here and we
played them off the park.

‘We should have a strong
team, with maybe one or two
missing through work or other
commitments.

‘It’s been a bit of a turbulent
year for us, with players being
unavailable through one thing
or another.

‘The season as a whole hasn’t
been too bad. We’ve had a lot
of close games and I think our-
selves and Glasgow Mid Argyll
are lower in the league than has
been warranted.’

The game has a throw-up time
of 2.30pm.

man-
ager Gussie Campbell praised
a ‘team effort’ in their 5-0 win
over Caberfeidh.

Goals came from Daniel Cam-
eron, Aidan MacIntyre, Scott
MacMillan, Lorne Dickie and
Ian Campbell.

‘To say I was delighted
with the result would be an
understatement,’ said Campbell.
‘There were a lot of plus points:

scorers, no goals against and the

perfection.
‘We had this down as a hard

game - maybe only one or two
goals in it - but we got off to a
good start and settled down
early.’

-
ance from his players ahead of
the Caberfeidh match after they
went three weeks without a
game. Camanachd have another
free week on Saturday.

Campbell added: ‘The break
seemed to work well for us, so
maybe another wee rest will be
okay. We are certainly heading
in the right direction, based on
Saturday’s result.’

South Division One
have two free

weeks in a row coming up, giv-
ing manager Davy Thomson’s
players a chance to rest.

His side drew 3-3 against
Oban Celtic last weekend, in
an entertaining match which
Thomson feels his side could
have won.

‘We’re a wee bit disappointed
that we were winning 3-1 and
only got a point out of it,’ he
said.

‘For one of their goals, we
had two defenders with broken
sticks, which kind of sums up
our season. We’ve not had a lot
of luck this year. We probably
should have won it having had
a two-goal advantage but, fair

play to Celtic, they came back
into it and got a point, which
maybe was a fair result.

‘It’s a point away from home
at the end of the day so we can’t
really complain.’

will travel to
face Aberdour this Saturday,
with both sides sitting mid-table
at the moment.

seven points, Aberdour are in
fourth with ten, so this result
will be very important to both
teams.

Celtic drew 3-3 with Taynuilt

from 3-1 down to take a share of
the points.

Celtic manager Davy Hamilton
said: ‘It was a tight game.

‘At one point it was looking
like we were down and out at 3-
1, but the boys rallied and came
back with two quick goals.

‘Both teams could have won
it, but at the end of the game I
was quite happy with the draw.
It’s always a tight game against
Taynuilt.’

Looking to his side’s tie with
Aberdour, Hamilton said: ‘It’ll
be another hard game, especially
as it’s at their ground.

‘We’re a few short this week
with holidays so we will have
a few younger players playing
which isn’t ideal.

‘You never know what could
happen though. We’ll try and
keep the good run of form going
and pick up something from the
game.’

face top-of-the-
table Kyles Athletic’s second
team this Saturday, and will be
looking for two points to lift

They currently sit joint bottom
of Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion One, with four points from
seven games.

John Montgomery’s side had
disappointment last weekend,

of Scotland Plate.
Despite taking an early two-

goal lead, opponents Aberdour
came back strongly, scoring
three goals in nine minutes in
the second half to win 3-2.

The match with Kyles has
a throw-up time of 12pm in
Tighnabruaich.

will play host to
Lochside Rovers this week,

free weeks.
Manager Alister McArthur

said: ‘We’re apprehensive to be
honest, as we’re quite short due
to injuries, holidays and other
commitments.

‘It’ll be a different team to the
one that played in our last game,
quite a lot of younger boys com-
ing through for us, which will be
good for them.

‘It doesn’t help the consistency
for the team unfortunately, but
after two free weeks we are
looking forward to getting back
out there and playing.

‘Lochside are always a good,
young and fast team, so we’re
looking forward to the challenge.
It should be a really entertaining

game.’
The match starts at 2.30pm.

LOCHSIDE Rovers travel to
Kilmory this Saturday in the
league and will be looking for
full points to maintain their
league standing.

They sit fourth in Marine
Harvest South Division One,
in a tight league that sees only
two points between the top four
teams.

Iain MacIntyre’s men faced
Ballachulish at the weekend,
with a Jonathon Will equaliser
on the hour mark enough to take
a share of the points away from
home.

The match with Kilmory has a
throw-up time of 2.30pm.

are looking

Cup Final since 2001 this Satur-
day, and have a near full squad
for manager Donald Wilson to
select from.

Having never won the Ballie-
more Cup, they will have their
work cut out against a Skye team
that are going well and will be
strong favourites for the game.
Ballachulish will hope to take

a large support to the Taynuilt
venue and will possibly be
enjoying the support of the local
community as well.

In league action, the senior
side faced a strong Lochside
Rovers team at Jubilee Park last
Saturday with the game ending
in a 1-1 draw. On target for Balla
was John MacDonald.

North Division One
SKYE 
the Camanachd Cup after a 4-1
victory at home to Kilmallie on
Saturday.

The side were three-up inside
half an hour and despite losing
a goal in the 55th minute, Jordan

minutes to go to seal his hat-
trick and the Skye victory.

Glenurquhart will be Skye’s

Saturday July 16.
Kingussie face Fort William

on Saturday July 9 in the other

Both games have a throw-up
time of 4pm and will be televised
on BBC Alba.

while their second string will
face Ballachulish in the Ballie-

time of 2.30pm, at Taynuilt.

North Division Two
stay top of the

league after a 2-1 victory at the
weekend against Boleskine.

Manager Ewan Cameron was
glad to get the points, saying:
‘I’m very pleased with the win.
It wasn’t a great game.

very poor, but the second half
was better and I’m pleased to
get the two points and stay top
of the league.’

His side face Fort William on
Saturday in a top-of-the-table
clash, with just a point separat-
ing the two teams.

The match starts at 2.30pm in
Fort William.
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Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light west north easterly
 Temperatures 11°C to 18ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 18ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday

Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 16ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, July 10, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  03.44   3.4 10.00 1.2 16.18       3.6       22.13      1.0
Fri  04.34 3.6 10.49 0.9 17.03       3.8       23.08      0.8     
Sat  05.20 3.8 11.35 0.6 17.46       4.0       23.59      0.5
Sun  06.03 3.9 12.29 0.4      18.29      4.2         **.**        *.*
Mon  00.48 0.4 06.45 3.9 13.06 0.3        19.12      4.2
Tues       01.36       0.4 07.28 3.8 13.52       0.3       19.55      4.1
Wed  02.23   0.5 08.11 3.7 14.39       0.4       20.40       3.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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SPORTS AWARDS

GOLF

OBAN Saints say arrangements 
are now complete for the D & K 
Lafferty Cup Tournament to be 

Glencruitten Park on Saturday, 
kicking-off at 11am
Teams taking part include 

Hamilton Accies who won the 
tournament last year. Accies 
won promotion to the SPL after 
a nail-biting play-off with Hibs 

team squad to Oban.
Player/manager Alex Neil said: 

FOOTBALL‘This is a well-run tournament 
and is ideal for pre-season match 

can give them all a good amount 
of game time.

-
tion last year, but that’s not the 
point of the exercise, although 
we would love to win it again.
‘Our youth team won in Oban 

a few weeks ago, so we want to  
make it a double for the Accies’.
Alloa Athletic from the Scot-

tish championship will also be 

Oban.
Wasps’ manager Barry Smith 

to taking part. Our club secre-
tary Ewen Cameron tells me it’s 
a great day of football and our 
fans love their pre-season trip up 
to Oban.’ 
SPL sides Dundee United and 

under 20 squads but may include 

-
son starts. Ryan Gauld, recently 
transferred from Dundee United 
to Sporting Lisbon also made an 

appearance at the tournament a 
couple of years ago.

Saints’ club secretary David 
Buchanan has had an email from 
English Premiership side Ever-
ton saying they will be sending 
their Scottish scout Alex Gordon 
to the tournament.

James McCarthy, who played in 
the Oban tournament for Ham-
ilton Accies, was transferred 
from Hamilton to Wigan before 
moving on to Everton for £13.5 
million.  
Rangers scout Billy MacLaren 

is expected to pay a visit to the 
tournament as well, so two of 
Britain’s biggest clubs will be 
running their eye over the play-
ers on show.  
Saints, the SAFL Premier 

Divison champions and Jimmy 
Marshall Cup winners, started 
pre-season training last week 

putting 20 players through their 
paces in a tough session.

pretty good shape and worked 
really hard. We had a number of 
new faces which was encourag-
ing as we need to strengthen 
the squad if we want to progess 

further, especially in the major 
cup competitions.
‘Along with the tournament, 

we’ve lined up a number of 
attractive pre-season friendlies 
where all the players will be 
given plenty of game time to 
show what they can do.’ 

Tournament kick-off times:
11am - Dundee United v 

Hamilton Accies; St Johnstone v 
Alloa Athletic.
12pm - Oban Saints v Alloa 

Athletic; Hamilton Accies v St 
Johnstone.
1pm - Oban Saints v St John-

stone; Dundee United v Alloa 
Athletic.
2pm - St Johnstone v Dundee 

United; Oban Saints v Hamilton 
Accies.
3pm - Hamilton Accies v Alloa 

Athletic, Dundee United v Oban 
Saints. 

Jim Pearson, John Mackie, 
Glasgow; Stuart McLearie, 
Clydebank; Peter McCallum and 
Archie Mitchell, Campbeltown; 
Jimmy Litster, Lochgilphead; 
Tim Woodcock and Thomas 
Sharp, Oban.

All systems go for D&K Cup Tournament

Former Hamilton Accies player 
James McCarthy now with 

Everton.

FOUR Argyll and Bute schools 
have been recognised with a 
gold SportsScotland School 
Sport Award. 

Park Primary School in Oban, 
Salen Primary School on Mull, 
Campbeltown Grammar School 
and Arinagour Primary School 

successful winners.
Argyll and Bute was one of 

three local authorities chosen to 
take part in a pilot scheme for 
the awards, with the winners 
announced last month. The 
awards recognise schools’ 
innovation and achievement in 
delivering physical education 
and extra-curricular sport.

The council’s Executive 
Director for Community 
Services, Cleland Sneddon, 
said: ‘Delivering quality 
education services that create 
opportunities for our young 
people is a priority, and our 
focus on preparing them to live 
active, healthier lives starts 
as early as possible, in our 
schools. 

‘This is a marvellous achieve-
ment, with Argyll and Bute 
winning four gold, 12 silver and 
11 bronze awards.’ 

Argyll schools gain 
gold awardsDisappointment for Susie at 

Silverstone 
SHE MAY have suffered the 
disappointment of an engine 

drive, but Susie Wolff remains 
the pride of Oban this week after 
her debut.

in 22 years to take part in a 
grand prix weekend when she 
drove in a practice session for 
the Williams team last Friday.

But her debut in the sport’s 
top level came to a premature 
end after just 20 minutes when 
her car suffered oil pressure 
problems.

The 31-year-old has another 
chance to prove she has what it 
takes to compete in Formula 1 
later this month when she drives 
in a practice session at Hocken-
heim, Germany.

A disappointed but determined 
Susie said after her short session: 

the years that it can be massive 
ups and then massive downs.’ 

got to go out in Hockenheim and 

didn’t get the chance to do that 

shot at it, so head up high.’
Supporters in her home town 

of Oban were feeling Susie’s 
frustration but tuned in to watch 
her big moment in their droves.

Susie’s parents, John and 
Sally Stoddart, and her brother 
David were at Silverstone for the 
practice session. John told The 
Oban Times: ‘There was a great 
moment when she set out for her 

opposite the garage stood up and 
clapped. That was something 
she really appreciated.

failed because she likes the 

Silverstone and was hoping to 
do well.

‘At home, people are really 
gutted for her but fortunately it 

is only a fortnight until she gets 

half of Oban must have stopped 
what they were doing on Friday 
morning because the support she 
has received from people here 
has been fantastic.’

moment knowing how much 
time she has put into her train-
ing and it was disappointing and 
unfortunate about the technical 

‘The oil pressure problem is 
all sorted for next time and it’s a 
good thing she’s got a next time. 
Hockenheim is where the hard 
work will pay off.’

Susie was named development 
driver for Williams in April 
2012 following six years in the 
German touring car champion-
ship DTM. She aims to become 

One since 1976.

MOTOR RACING

I’ve got to go out in Hockenheim 
and show what I can do’

Susie Wolff in action in her Williams F1 at Silverstone last week. Susie in good spirts as she does a television interview.   Photos: Stephen Lawson

is on his travels again as he 
represents his country at 
the European Boys’ Team 
Championship at Oslo Golf 
Club, Norway this week.

The 17-year-old, who plays out 
of Glencruitten Golf Club, is 
part of a six-man team that teed 
off on Tuesday this week. 

There are 16 teams taking part 
in the tournament, which runs 
until Saturday.

Last year, in Denmark, the 

runners-up to England, with the 
boys reaching the last eight on 
home soil at Murcar Links. 

Bob on his travels 
to Denmark

A FORMER Scotland rugby 
captain with a reputation for 
tough tackling will be putting 
Oban Lorne’s players through 
their paces this week.

Jason White, who won 77 
caps for his country, is a guest 
of the Oban club and is staying 
in Oban’s Columba and Regent 
hotels.

The 17-stone former back row 
forward was expected to take 
training sessions at the rugby 
club on Wednesday and Thurs-
day this week and is also taking 
a special session on Saturday at 
noon for anyone interested in 
rugby.

Darrell Williams, manager at 
the Columba Hotel and rugby 

-
sional career and is playing a lot 
of Scotland veterans matches.

‘He is known as one of the 
world’s biggest hitters [tacklers] 
and is an ex-Scotland captain, so 
we are looking forward to some 

RUGBY

Former Scotland captain Jason 
White will put Oban Lorne’s 

first team through their paces. 

team. On Saturday we want to 
open the session to anyone inter-
ested in rugby: men, women or 
veterans who want to get some 
advice.’

There are also plans to get 
White, a former Scottish player 
of the year, back to Oban for the 
club’s annual dinner.

Darrell said on Tuesday: ‘He 
is enjoying his stay in Oban 
with his wife and three children 
and they are away to the Sealife 
Sanctuary today.’

The club has invited Scott 
Johnston, who stood down as 
Scotland head coach this year, 
to visit the club in August or 
September.  

The open training session this 
Saturday will take place at noon 
on the bottom pitch at the rugby 
club, Glencruitten.

Former Scotland rugby captain to put
Oban Lorne players through their paces  
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Old church scales new heights
ADVENTUROUS PLAN TO OPEN CLIMBING CENTRE 

THINKING BIG: Oliver Millington can’t wait to convert the old church into his climbing centre.  
20_f28climbing01

Staff step out with Sean for charity

WORK on a new climbing centre 
in Fort William is due to start by 
late summer. 

The building, previously the 
MacIntosh Memorial Church, 
will be converted into an 
adventure facility including a 
cafe and sports massage service 

is set to open early next year. 
Owners Oliver Millington and 

Naomi Hatto have been granted 
planning permission and are 
waiting on building warrants to 
start work on the centre which 
they will run with the help of 
Miss Hatto’s parents. 

Mr Millington said: ‘We’ve had 
a few delays but we’ve done what 
we can in terms of stripping the 
building of all of the pews and 
things. We’re due the warrant in 
the next few weeks and we can’t 
wait to get started. We’re hoping 
to open at least part of the centre 
by February 2015.’

The 23-year-old and Miss 

By EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Hatto, 25, moved to the town 
from Edinburgh where he was 
working as a climbing instructor 
and he said Fort William is the 
perfect place for their business. 

He added: ‘I was up here 
on a course and I thought this 
would be ideal. Climbing is 
so integrated in the Lochaber 
culture because of Ben Nevis 
and people come from all over 
the world to climb. 

‘There’s such a passion for it 
in this part of the world but it 
really does rain a lot. We want 
to provide a year-round service 
for locals and visitors to use 
regardless of the weather.’

Highland councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, leader of Lochaber 
area committee, welcomed the 
development of the grade C 
listed church, which has been 
closed since 2007. 

He said: ‘I think it’s a great 
idea to bring a well-loved old 
building back into use after it has 
been unused by the community 
for so long. If it can bring more 
business into the town then I’m 
delighted with that.’

Lochaber residents were also 
vocal in their support. 

Scott Kirkhope said: ‘This 

would be a great resource for 
Fort Williams residents and 
visitors. It would give visitors to 
Fort William somewhere to go 
during their stay if the weather 
was poor and encourage them to 
spend more money in the town.’

Andrew Burton added: ‘It’s a 
fantastic opportunity to add to 
the facilities of the area. This 

will be widely used by locals, 
visiting climbers, tourists, 
school groups and could be a 
hub of activity and a meeting 
point for outdoor enthusiasts. It 
will also support the students 
studying adventure tourism at 
West Highland College. Another 
step on the ladder of positive 
development in Fort William.’

Above: MacPhee & Partners 
staff before climbing Ben 

Nevis with weatherman Sean 
Batty, middle

STAFF at the Fort William branch of an estate agency and law 

of Ben Nevis. 
The MacPhee & Partners team embarked on the challenge 

with the TV personality as part of the STV Appeal and raised 
£850 for children in poverty. 

Amanda Meikle from MacPhees said: ‘It was really good, we 
had a nice day for it and the STV crew were great company. 

seemed like a really nice guy.’

WAR VETERANS in the Highlands 
can now access a new outreach service. 

The provision, provided by Scottish 
War Blinded, will offer advice, social 
opportunities and assistance with 

Ex-soldier Mick Hilton, new 
outreach worker for the Highlands, 
said: ‘My time spent in the armed 

of experience which I hope will assist 
in developing rapport and trust with our 
members. 

challenging and rewarding as my time 
in the services.’

Mr Hilton can be contacted by calling 
01463 233663 or emailing mick.hilton@
scottishwarblinded.org. 

TAKING the Commonwealth 
baton to an unpopulated group 
of islands in the Outer Hebrides 
has been dubbed ‘crazy’ by one 
councillor. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles Council) mem-
bers announced on Monday they 
would divert the relay route and 
carry the baton to St Kilda by 
helicopter on Tuesday.

Councillor Donnie Steele said 
he was ‘dismayed’ that the event 
was taking place in the unpopu-
lated archipelago when other 
hebridean communities would 
not see the baton. 

He added: ‘This is detrimental 
to the communities of North Uist, 
Berneray and South Harris, who 
missed out on their opportunity 
to be part of the Commonwealth 
Games celebrations in what 
can only be described as an ill 
thought out publicity stunt. 

visit and are as enthusiastic in 
their support as the children of 

our islands who yet again were 
not considered worthy by a face-
less decision maker who doesn’t 
know what it means to live on 

give. A crazy decision.’ 
A spokesman for Comhairle 

nan Eilean Siar defended the 
decision on Tuesday.

He said: ‘People need to have 
a bit more vision. This is an op-
portunity to promote the Western 
Isles and the world heritage site 
[St Kilda] to a world audience. 
Unfortunately the baton can’t 
go everywhere and we thought it 

to St Kilda to promote the site.’ 
Angus MacNeil, Na H-Eil-

eanan An Iar MP, called the 
decision ‘disappointing’. 

He added: ‘It was a huge 
oversight of the communities 
who didn’t get to take part in 
the celebrations. People feel let 
down and rightly so, there’s a 
feeling of unfairness and lack of 

St Kilda baton drop 
dubbed ‘crazy’

New help for 
war veteransA SITE for Fort William’s 

replacement hospital has to be 
‘nailed down’ as soon as possible, 
says the chairman of the Lochaber 
District Partnership.

Councillor Michael Foxley said 
unless a business case was made 

for a preferred site NHS Highland 
were likely to miss out. 

Nailed down
Mr Foxley said: ‘ We need to get 

that site nailed down before other 
people go there.’

Dot Ferguson of Highland Council 

said she was aware that there was 
discussion about the setting up of a 
stakeholders group.

Joanna Hynd, of NHS Highland 
agreed with Mr Foxley and said 
it was likely the matter was to be 
progressed in the near future.

LOCHABER leisure centre was 
one of 19 centres in Scotland to re-

through a special scheme.
The scheme was run by British 

Heart Foundation (BHF) Scotland, 
High Life Highland and The Scot-
tish Ambulance Service.

BHF Scotland has been look-
ing to identify locations where 

be valuable, for example remote 
communities and urban venues 
where footfall is high or where 
clusters of cardiac arrests have 
previously occurred. A spokes-

person at Lochaber leisure centre 
said: ‘We were all recently trained 

We’re hoping it doesn’t have to be 
used, but because it increases the 
chances of survival so much, it’s 
good to know it is there if the worst 
should happen.’

Heart start machine for centre

Fort hospital site search urgent
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Fort William primary school pupils kept themselves busy in the lead up to the summer holidays by making a 
memorial garden. The children dedicated an area of school ground to those who fought in the first world war to 
mark the centenary of the first year of conflict. With the help of teachers, pupils of all ages planted flowers, drew 

poppies and weeded the garden.  

Cameron Square 
hosts burger
fundraiser
FORT William’s newest venue 
is set to host a barbecue to raise 
funds for charity. 

‘Burger Off Cancer’, run 
by voluntary group Loch-
aber Together, will be held at 
Cameron Square on Saturday 
July 19 will all proceeds going 
to Cancer Research UK. 

The fun day will feature live 
music, face painting, a stilt 
walker and a Punch and Judy 
show, all kicking off at 12pm. 

CELEBRATION: Nevis Bank nursery children dressed up for their 
last day party. 20_f28leavers04

A SKYE MP has again made the case 

isle. 
Charles Kennedy asked the UK 

government to look at ways the 
Ashaig airstrip, near Broadford, could 
be reopened during Scottish questions 
in the House of Commons. 

The Skye, Ross and Lochaber 
politician welcomed the government’s 
plans for a regional air connectivity 

fund - which helps expand services 
at existing small airports -  and asked 
David Mundell, the under-secretary 
of state for Scotland, to consider 

Skye. Mr Kenny said the response 
was ‘positive’, adding: ‘It would be 

the economy of Skye and Lochalsh. 
The excellent and broadly based local 

nationally. That needs now to be 
matched regionally and nationally.’ 

Ian Blackford, founding member 
of FlySkye, a campaign group for 
the reinstatement for commercial 

pleased with what Charles Kennedy 
said during Scottish questions. 
Things are still rumbling away and 
we’re working behind the scenes but 
we welcome any positive comments.’  

POLICE are appealing for 
information regarding the 
following incidents in Lochaber: 

 At 2am on July 4 a kitchen 
window was smashed at a house 
in Camesky Road, Caol, when a 
slate was thrown through it. 

 Sometime between the 
night of July 4 and 7am on July 
5 attempts were made to force 
entry to the Invergarry petrol 
station. A door was damaged but 
no entry was gained. 

 Between June 9 and July 
3 the BT exchange building at 
Glengloy was forcibly entered 
and a number of disused metal 
frames were stolen.

 Between May 1 and June 
29 a grey Rockhopper mountain 
bike was stolen from an 
outbuilding in Upper Achintore, 
Fort William.

Local police can be contacted 
regarding these incidents on 
101 or call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

LOCHABER is set to host 
a wartime summer gala to 

commando training site. 
The event, on Saturday August 

30, will mark the end of a survey 
of Achnacarry Estate, near 
Spean Bridge, where soldiers 
trained during the second world 
war. 

Members of the Lochaber 
Archaeological Society have 
been helping experts with the dig 

high-explosive items, including 
grenades and mortars, which 
have been removed by bomb 
disposal teams. 

Other memorabilia discovered 
at the site includes badges, coins, 
helmets a shaving kit, a diary 
and bullets, all of which will be 
on display at the gala in Caol. 

Robert Cairns, chairman 
of Lochaber Archaeological 
Society, said: ‘We want a good, 
old-fashioned World War Two 
open day for the public to enjoy. 
We’re having a jazz swing band, 
baking stalls, and a bouncy 
castle for the kids. 

Army recruitment personnel 
and members of the bomb 
disposal team at Faslane will 
be there and the Stornoway 
coastguard will have things 
going on out on the loch. People 
will have a chance to look at all 
the stuff we’ve dug up, it’ll be a 
great day for all members of the 
public.’  

In the morning invited guests 
will attend commemorative 
ceremonies at Achnacarry 
Estate and the Spean Bridge 
Commando Memorial. 

The artefacts discovered at 
the old training site will be used 
to make interpretation panels, 

Commando
site gems on 
show at gala

ESTATE FIND: A live hand grenade discovered at Achnacarry Estate. 

PLANS: Robert Cairns and the rest of the Lochaber Archaeological 
Society, have a day of fun planned to showcase their World War 

Two finds. 

giving information about the 
items and the stories behind 
them, to be housed at various 
locations across Lochaber. 

Mr Cairns explained: ‘All 
the panels will have a barcode 

that can be scanned with a 
smartphone to give you more 
information. It will also explain 
where other panels can be found, 
to make a kind of commando 
trail around the area.’

YOUNGSTERS’ END OF TERM SMILES

PRIMARY seven pupils 
across Fort William bade 
farewell to friends and 
teachers as they prepare for 
their next chapter at high 
school. 

Relatives turned out to 
special assemblies as the 
children sang songs and 
recounted their favourite 
memories of their education 
so far. 

Some pupils were presented 
with special awards for 
endeavour, citizenship and 
sport. 

All head teachers wished 
the P7s well for the future. 

Not to be outdone, the little 
ones at Nevis Bank Nursery 
dressed up in mortar hats and 
sashes for their leaving party 
as they head off to primary 
school. 

HARD WORK: Jade Bennett, left, and Erin Lawrie of Caol 
primary school were recognised for their hard work this year. 

Jade won the Catherine MacKenzie Memorial Cup for good 
citizenship and Erin won sports personality of the year. 

ALL TIED UP: Upper Achintore P7s proudly wore their new Lochaber high school ties. 20_f28leavers03 

PROUD: Lochyside RC primary school’s P7 pupils showed off 
their awards. 20_f28leavers01

WELL DONE: Banavie primary school pupils of all ages were awarded for endeavour. 20_f28leavers02

Police

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Looking
forward
to a new 
chapter

Pupils create world war memorial garden

FIREFIGHTERS had to be ferried to 
a remote island last week to attend to 

The volunteer crew of Kyle of Loch-
alsh Royal National Lifeboat Institu-
tion helped the crews get to the blaze 
on Scalpay, off the east coast of Skye. 
A boat used by Scalpay residents to 

bring guests to the island was also used.

to bring it under in an hour. The 
lifeboat was stood down and returned 
to Kyle once all personnel had been 
transferred and launched again to 

After completing the last of the 
transfers just after 7pm, the lifeboat 
returned to the station and was refu-
elled and ready for service by 7:30pm

caused by the spread of an initially

CHEER ON THE BATON

THE QUEEN’S BATON 
IS ON ITS WAY



Thursday 10 July, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Unlimited Business Broadband 
and line rental. For customers signing up by 10th July 2014 at www.plus.net/business or by calling Plusnet Business. If 
you are located in a low cost area you pay £5.00 a month for 12 months, then £13.00 a month from month 13 (otherwise 

Andrew Vennard
I WILL campaign to keep 
services local and, if elected, I 
pledge to be a hard working and 
approachable councillor. 

and as an Oban community coun-
cillor, I have a wealth of experi-
ence in representing the interests 
of local residents, businesses and 
community groups. 

I also served as company secre-
tary, director and trustee during 
the fundraising and refurbish-
ment of Oban Phoenix Cinema 
and I am keen to help get other 
community-based projects off 
the ground. It has been the case in 
recent years that our council was 

among the independent and SNP 
councillors, leading to a collapse 
in local decision making, the fall 
of three council administrations 
over the course of the last two 
years, and the unenviable situa-
tion of Argyll and Bute Council 
being investigated by Audit 
Scotland. This cannot be allowed 
to continue and by electing me, I 
will drive up standards.

John MacGregor
IF ELECTED I will make the 
difference and provide the Area 
Committee with drive, energy 
and a willingness to improve 
Oban and North Lorn. 

What has this Area Committee 
achieved in the last seven years? 
Short answer is nothing! 

This election should not be 
about national politics but the 
candidate that you think is the 
best for the area. If elected, I will 

business perspective to an out of 
touch Argyll and Bute Council.
Elected members have lost all 
control of policy with the policy 
being dictated by unelected sen-

thus give the real power back 
to elected members and to you 
the electorate. I will campaign 
on many fronts including a 
children’s play park at Atlantis, 
short-stay pontoons in the bay, a 
new industrial estate, making the 
airport pay its way and giving 
communities more involvement 
in decision making.  

Marri Malloy
I HAVE lived in Oban for 40 years. 
I have also lived in North Connel, 
so I understand the difference be-
tween living in town and out of it.

I served as a director of the Scot-
tish Co-op, a director on the board 
of ACHA, am currently involved 
with the Children’s Panel, Oban 
High School Parent Council and I 
chair Soroba Enterprise Board and 
Oban Community Council.

It is an exciting time for Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles. BID, CHORD 
and TIFF are levers to promote our 
area. I have followed these propos-
als closely and will help make sure 
they keep the town of Oban vibrant.
We have the opportunity to achieve 
our potential and I want to play a 
part in taking forward the agenda 
of prosperity for all - young and 
old.

I would be honoured to be your 
councillor. I care about our town 
and the surrounding area and I am 
proud to call it home. If elected, I 
would work for Oban North and 
Lorn to make this part of Argyll a 
place seen as looking to the future 
and the welfare of its people.

Gerry Fisher
THE SNP is under attack! First 
some party members believed 
party policy was less important, 
and likely to be wrong, com-
pared to their own opinions so 
defected.

Second, from all of the other 
parties who have spent the last 
10 years telling you that we, 
the SNP, were ‘obsessed’ with 
the constitution and the last 20 
months saying you have to vote 
on the most important question 
you have ever faced – which 
choice you never would have had 
if you had believed them in the 
previous 10 years. Then from the 
Labour Party, who attack the 
SNP Government for suggesting 
they would want to decrease 
corporation tax, if you vote yes 
on September 18 because ‘it will 

The parties, and so called inde-
pendents, give no proposals on 
the real issues which face Argyll 
and Bute – depopulation, the lack 
of jobs and the houses, and rural 
primary schools to recreate and 
sustain our society. 

Kieron Green
IN RECENT years the council has 

committee positions seemingly 
more important for some than lis-
tening to concerns of local people.

potholes, dog mess and a lack of 
public toilets all remain problems. 

I want to tackle these issues while 
protecting our schools, social care 
and other vital public services. 

The council must continue to 
provide a full range of care includ-
ing residential care homes such as 
Eadar Glinn.

Many young people leave Argyll 
after completing their studies in 
search for employment. A sustain-
able long term future for Oban 
requires jobs and apprenticeships 
to be available. I aim to deliver this 
by ensuring money spent through 
initiatives such as CHORD and TIF 
supports existing local businesses 
to expand as well as attracting 
outside investment into the area.

I am passionate about ensuring 
our council delivers quality public 
services and promise to listen 
to issues raised by local people.

Oban North and Lorn 
by-election candidates
RESIDENTS
Lorn, of Argyll and Bute Council, go the 
polls next Thursday, July 17.

The by-election follows the resignation of 

Councillor Louise Glen-Lee who stepped 
down for personal reasons. Five people 
are standing in the by-election. See left for 
individual statements from the candidates.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

A SEARCH for a site in Oban 
for Travelodge is underway 
after a leading hotel chain 
announced its expansion plans 
for the town.

The group is looking for a 
plot in Oban for a 120-bed 
hotel bringing 20 new jobs 
and a £2m boost to the local 
economy.

A spokesman for Travelodge 
said: ‘Oban, the gateway to 
the isles is one of Scotland’s 
fastest growing tourist 
markets, annually attracting 
over a quarter of a million 
visitors from all corners of the 
world. 

‘Therefore the demand for 
good value accommodation 

Peter Gowers, Travelodge 
chief executive, said: ‘There is 
a big opportunity to further 
expand in Scotland. 

‘At present, the value hotel 
market in Scotland stands at 
14 per cent, compared to 18 
per cent in England and more 
than 30 per cent in the US.

‘By 2030, the budget hotel 
sector could account for 
almost a quarter of the UK 
market, with a similar level of 
growth expected in Scotland.’

Positions in the hotel will 
include hotel manager, 
receptionists, housekeepers 
and guest room cleaners.

As well as Oban, Travelodge 
is looking for sites in 
Motherwell, St Andrews, 
Falkirk and Peterhead.  

Traveloge look 
to Oban as an 
Isles gateway

RACING CAR legend 
Sir Jackie Stewart, OBE,
made a special trip to Oban 
with former Royal Bank 
of Scotland boss Fred ‘The 
Shred’ Goodwin.

The pair were aboard luxury 
cruise ship The Hebridean 
Princess for a tour around the 
isles, setting out earlier this 
week. 

Passage on the luxury ship 
costs about £7,000 for an 
eight- day cruise per passen-
ger. The disgraced banker was 
said to be sharing a joke with 
Scots race ace Jackie when 
they were spotted on Oban’s 
north pier on Tuesday.

Sir Jackie and 
Fred sailing by

Ex shop worker 
warned not to 
‘dodge’ lawyer
A WOMAN accused of embez-
zling £6,300 from WH Smith 
in Oban while she was manager 
there has been warned she can-
not ‘dodge’ the charge, as she 
prepares to go to trial.

Carol Lester, aged 40, of 
Longsdale Terrace, has denied 
embezzling the cash from the 
store in George Street between 
July and November last year. 

 She also pleaded not guilty at 
Oban sheriff court on Tuesday 
to a charge of stealing £1,700 
worth of cigarettes over two 
years between November 2011 
and November 2013.

The case was scheduled to 
go to trial on July 2 but Ms 
Lester’s solicitor at the time, 
Jane Thomson, said her client 
had not appeared and she could 
no longer represent her, as the 
accused had failed to respond to 
letters seeking instruction.

The case was then brought 
back to court on Tuesday but 
Sheriff Douglas Small was told 
Ms Lester still had no legal 
representation and duty solicitor 
Gordon Seaton was asked to 
record a plea of not guilty.

When asked by Sheriff Doug-

las Small why Ms Lester had not 
kept in touch with her previous 
solicitor, Mr Seaton replied: ‘She 
suffers from extreme anxiety 
attacks. 

‘I have spent some time with 
her and she was extremely 
anxious about this trial.

‘She is attending her GP to 
help her cope with this.

‘This is one of the worst cases 
(of anxiety) that I have seen. I 
appreciate appearing in court 
is an anxious time for anyone, 
but if I was her agent from the 
beginning, I would have raised 
the matter of whether she could 
appear in court.’

Setting a new trial for Septem-
ber 15, Sheriff Small warned Ms 
Lester that if she failed to keep 
in touch with her new solicitor 
he would likely have to remand 
her in custody.

He explained: ‘Dealing with 
anxiety is no excuse for not 
talking to your solicitor. You 
can’t dodge this, It is a serious 
charge.

‘If you try to obstruct the 

you are in a more serious posi-
tion that you are just now.’

Police rush to 
tragic incident
the side of a main tourist route 
on Tuesday, after a stand-off 
with police.

The A83 route between 
Campbeltown and Tarbert was 
closed for a number of hours as 
police negotiators talked to the 
distressed man.

A Police Scotland spokesman 
said: ‘Police were called shortly 
after 4pm, after concerns were 
raised about a man who was 
threatening to kill himself.’ 

Negotiators rushed to the scene, 
near Cairndow, to establish con-
tact with the man and attempt to 
talk him into surrendering his 
weapon. 

at the scene while negotiations 
were continuing.

The spokesman said the man, 
who has not been named, ‘died 
at the scene a short time later’. 

The spokesman continued: 
‘There are no suspicious circum-
stances surrounding the death, 
however, police inquiries into 
the incident are continuing.

‘A full report will be sent to the 

Widow urges town 
to back dialysis bid 
AN OBAN woman is calling for the 
community to join forces to campaign 
to bring a crucial live-saving medical 
facility to the town, writes Louise Lee.

NHS Highland Community Health 
Partnership (CHP) said it will not 
consider setting up a dialysis unit for 
kidney patients in Argyll until 2015 or 
2016.

But Wilma MacIntosh (pictured), 
widow of popular local councillor 
Donald ‘Skye’ MacIntosh, said that 
despite guarantees and promises over 
the years, she believes the vital facility 
will never come to Oban unless the 

Wilma, who works with adults with 
learning disabilities, said: ‘The people 
of the town have opened a picture house, 
a MS (multiple sclerosis) centre and a 
leisure centre. Maybe it is time to stop 
thinking that the NHS are ever going to 
do it - and we do it ourselves.’

Wilma explained that Skye travelled 

600 miles a week to receive dialysis 
treatment at the Vale of Leven hospital in 
Dunbartonshire.

She said: ‘Donald passed away of a heart 
attack, but when I sat down and thought 
about what he was doing in the last 
years of his life, I realised his treatment 
probably put too much stress on his body. 
All that travelling shortened his life.

‘He was up at 4am, driving for two 

Vale and then two hours back home.
‘We could travel on holiday to England, 

France, Ireland and even Italy and he got 
dialysis, but he couldn’t get treatment in 
his own town. It is wrong. People - adults 
and children - are living in constant 
distress.’

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll and Bute, 
has been campaigning for local dialysis 
services for several years. 

He said: ‘Some people have journeys 
lasting eight hours three times a week. 
Their condition would be manageable 

if dialysis was available in their local 
hospital, but because of our rural setting 
it becomes a sufferer’s whole life. I 
hope the CHP will make every effort to 
provide this service in local hospitals.’

In a written response to the MP, Elaine 
Mead, chief executive of NHS Highland, 

said: ‘Argyll and Bute CHP undertook 
a comprehensive assessment into the 
viability of providing a low maintenance 
dialysis unit at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in 2012.

funding available for this. In revenue 
terms, a local unit does not offer value 
for money. In these terms a local unit is 
not necessary.’

Michael Russell, MSP, said: ‘Many 
people in north and west Argyll will 
be bitterly disappointed by this latest 
revelation from the health board. 

‘Travelling to the Vale of Leven is 

exhausting for local patients who need 
dialysis and sometimes completely 
destroys normal life. 

‘NHS Highland need to think again 
about local provision and stop delaying a 
decision and I will be making that point 
to them again.’

RELAY REUNION FOR TOWN’S BATON GIRLS 

STARTING BLOCKS: these four remarkable women, who played a memorable part in a previous Commonwealth Games, are joined by Kyle Dods who 
represented Scotland in Delhi in 2010. Why was Kyle, who works at the town’s Atlantis leisure centre, handing over a baton to the fab four? 

Turn to page five for the  full story
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Coach passenger watched car somersault through the air

NARROW ESCAPE: the mangled wreckage of the car lies close to the water’s edge and (inset, above) police inspect the crash scene

Shellfish risk over 
algae toxins level 

A TOURIST has described the mo-
ment he saw a car smash through a 
fence and somersault to the edge of 
a loch, writes Steven Rae.

The crash happened on Thursday, 
(July 3), on the A85 at Achnacloich, 
east of Connel,  with only the driver 
of the car involved.

Ron Tibbetts, on holiday from 
the West Midlands, was travelling 
in the front of a coach when he 
witnessed the accident.

He said: ‘I heard our driver say, 
“Oh my god!”. The car crashed 
through the barbed wire fence, and 
it somersaulted a couple of times, 
then landed in a crumpled heap at 
the end of the loch.

‘The driver of our coach and 
myself climbed over the fence near 
to where the car ended up to see 
who was in the car and also to help 
the driver.

‘A man in another car stopped and 

on the way to Edinburgh, and ran 
to help the trapped lady driver who 
seemed to be in a bad way. 

engines and several police cars 
arrived and closed the road both 

the woman free from the tangled 
wreck.’

The road was closed for around 
45 minutes, to allow the air ambu-
lance to land.

The driver, who has not yet been 
named, was airlifted by helicopter 
to the Southern General hospital 
in Glasgow. Although badly hurt, 
her injuries were not thought to be 
life-threatening.

Twelve months to get it right
LEADER CONFIDENT COUNCIL WILL MAKE IMPROVEMENTS FOLLOWING AUDIT COMMISSION REPORT

A WARNING has been issued 
after raised levels of naturally oc-
curring algal toxins were found in 
the Sound of Gigha.

The discovery was made through 
routine monitoring work by Argyll 
and Bute council’s environmental 
health service in the area. 

from these areas may pose a risk 
to health and notices to warn the 
public have been posted at various 
locations on the shore.

in these areas have been contacted 
by the council and steps taken to 
postpone harvesting until algae 
levels subside.

SPENDING watchdog the Audit 
Commission says that while 
beleaguered Argyll and Bute 
council is showing positive signs 
of improvement, it is not out of the 
woods yet, writes Louise Lee.

Commissioners have placed the 
‘fragile’ council on supervision until 
the end of 2015 to ensure the one-time 
dysfunctional local authority carries 
out the commission’s recommenda-
tions.

Last year, in a unique move by 
auditors, the council was compelled to 
adopt an improvement plan to tackle 
the chronic indiscipline and  acute lack 

of cooperation which had bedevilled 
relations between rival councillors 

Initially, the council considered 
introducing a ‘red card’ scheme for 
recalcitrant councillors who stepped 
out of line. However, an action plan 
was drawn up by council chief 
executive Sally Loudon and leader 
Dick Walsh.

The authority embarked on training 
for councillors costing £250,000, 
which included  nine sessions to 
which no more than 27 of the 36 
councillors attended - and sometimes 
as few as 14 turned up. In some cases 

members were absent at meetings 
where improvement was on the 
agenda in the authority’s own audit 
and scrutiny committee.

In an recent report to government 
commissioners, auditors acknow-
ledged the progress the council 
had made in creating a culture of 
cooperation in the council, but said 
still had concerns about the local 
authority.

Accounts commission chairman 

decisions lie ahead, particularly 

which will undoubtedly test the 

improvements made by the council. 
‘The council must continue to 

work together - elected members and 

made to date. 
‘The commission will continue to 

monitor developments at Argyll and 
Bute and has requested a further 
update on progress from Audit 
Scotland by the end of 2015.’

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said he was encouraged by the 
commission’s recognition of the 
council’s constructive response to the 
watchdog’s concerns. 

Councillor Walsh said the council 

‘relatively short period of time’ 
The Cowal councillor said: ‘No 

council is more committed to 
improvement than Argyll And Bute.

‘We have a strong track record of 
working together in Argyll and Bute. 

‘Good relationships are a key part 
of this and I am heartened by the 
willingness I’ve seen both inside and 
outside the chamber to roll up our 
sleeves and get on with the job in 
hand.

Scotland return to Argyll and Bute 
Council in 2015, over one year away, 

they will see that we have built 
with determination on the strong 
foundation that we have already put 
in place.’

However, former leader councillor 
James Robb was sceptical about the 

make grim reading. 
‘The attempts by the council to put 

a positive spin on this illustrates the 
continuing state of denial. 

‘The council must introduce 
far-reaching, fundamental changes 
towards inclusion, scrutiny and 
accountability.’ 

A SKYE man has been found guilty of 
raping and assaulting two women and 

attack. 
Duncan Begg, 43, of Cruachan 

Place, Portree went on trial accused 
of dozens of alleged offences against 
women and children at the High Court 
in Aberdeen two weeks ago.

He was claimed to have raped three 
women and carried out lewd acts on 
three children during a 26 year period 

while living in the Wick area. Begg, 
denied the offences and claimed that 
all sexual contact he had with the 
women was consensual.

But yesterday a jury took just 

eight offences relating to two of the 
women.

One of his victims was subjected to 

was pregnant in 1991. Begg banged 
her head on bars and threatened to 

harm the unborn child. He attacked 
the woman on another occasion, when 
she was not pregnant, by repeatedly 
punching her on the face and burning 
her breast with a cigarette. He poured 
a bottle of whisky over her face and 
raped her.

Begg attacked another woman the 
previous year by grabbing her hair 
and pulling her into a kitchen. She 
was forced to undress and dragged 
outside where Begg raped her.

The jury of seven men and eight 
women found Begg guilty of eight 
charges by a majority verdict.

Judge Morris described the case 
as a very ‘anxious and distressing’ 
trial and thanked the jury for their 
service.

Begg went on trial two weeks ago 
facing 43 charges relating to lewd 
behaviour against children, rapes, 
indecent assaults and attacks on three 
women.

He was initially accused of threat-
ening to cook a baby and claimed to 
have tied a ligature around an infant’s 
body then dangled the child out a 
window.

This charge and several others were 
dropped during the trial.

Judge Morris deferred sentence for 
background reports until August 1 at 
the High Court in Glasgow.

Begg was remanded in custody and 
placed on the sex offenders register.

Skye man raped pregnant woman

A WEALTHY Middle East oil 

a landowner willing to lease him 
a home for a miniature railway, 
writes Louise Lee.

Tuesday morning saw the last of 
the unique Mull engines moved to 
Stoke-on-Trent.

Simon Clarke, 44, from Notting-
ham - whose parents live in Kilren-
nan - purchased the Mull miniature 
railway two years ago in the hope 

in Oban. 
However, the railway enthusiast 

said if no one comes forward soon, 
he may have to take the carriages 
elsewhere.

He revealed he is looking at a 
suitable site in Campbeltown.

After two years since Simon pur-
chased the tracks and engines when 
Mull Railway closed down, he has 
managed to gather support from 
individuals and groups including 
local councillors. Yet, he has found 

willing to lease or sell suitable plot 
of land to him.

Simon said: ‘This is a huge op-
portunity for Oban and yet no one 
is coming forward to help. I don’t 
need money - I just need land to 
lease or buy.

‘If we could get this into the Oban 
area it would attract visitors from 
all over the world. The railway on 
Mull had 30,000 visitors a year.

‘When it is established it will 
be the only train of its type in 
Scotland. As an enthusiast myself, 
I know how many people would be 
keen to come. It would also give 
employment opportunities to a few 
members of staff.’

Oban businessman Graham Mac-
Queen is supporting Simon’s plan 
for a miniature railway in Oban. 

Graham said: ‘This is a big op-
portunity for the area - one not to be 
missed. Everything is being offered 

investment is required.

‘All that is needed is a place to lay 
the track.’

Simon can be contacted on 07789 
612 288 or simon.clark@lineone.
net

Businessmen’s plea 
to save railway plan

PULLING TOGETHER: Simon Clarke with Graham MacQueen

VILE: Duncan Begg

A816 manoeuvre 
leads to charge
A DRIVER who overtook an un-
marked police car on the Oban 
to Lochgilphead road has been 
charged with a number of road 

The 51-year-old man was trav-
elling on the A816 last Saturday 
when he is alleged to have car-
ried out a potentially dangerous 
overtaking manoeuvre past the 

He was subsequently stopped 
and arrested and charged with 
a number of offences, including 

Woman reported 
for alleged theft 
A WOMAN has been reported to 

accused of stealing a ring from a 
hotel on the island.

The alleged theft took place in 
the early hours of the morning last 
Friday at the St Columba hotel.

Following the incident, police 
charged the 63-year-old woman 

Hid ex-partner in 
loft to thwart cops 
AN OBAN man has been told to 
stay away from his former girl-

John MacPhee, aged 52, of  
Cruachan Crescent, was on bail 
when he allowed his former 
girlfriend into his home on June 

Pleading guilty to two charges, 

his girlfriend’s house after an 

Police were called and McPhee 

Part of his bail condition was to 

However, MacPhee, saw her 

police came to his home, he told 

After searching the premises 

At Oban sheriff court last 
Monday, July 7, Sheriff Douglas 

and deferred sentence for one 

PLANS to transform the derelict 

into a cultural hub are beginning 
to take shape after a dramatic last 
minute bid to save the building last 
week.

But with only a short time left to 
develop plans for the under-threat 
building, Oban solicitor Gordon 
MacNab and his wife, freelance 
journalist Alison Chadwick 
MacNab, are hoping to call a public 
meeting to enlist the support of the 
town for their project.

In a letter to The Oban Times,
the couple said: ‘This is a precious 
site in the centre of town. This is 
the most fantastic opportunity to 
draw everyone together.

‘Our economy is tourism based 
and this town centre location has 

community as well as boosting 
tourism.

‘We have, for years, looked to the 
much vaunted ethos of Oban as a 
gateway to the Isles rather than a 
destination in itself.   

‘We need to encourage people 
to stay longer. This will provide a 
much needed facility to do this. We 
need to demonstrate there is public 
support for the retention of Rock-

‘We can save this school if there 
is enough support.

Fraser MacLean, now living 
in the Scottish Borders, wrote to 
this paper after last week’s article, 
saying: ‘I have never forgiven the 
Oban decision makers for the sheer 
vandalism and destruction of the 
old high school to be replaced by 
a nondescript memorial to 1960s 

school is set to follow the same 
route which is tragic.

‘If the old school building has to 
be replaced, why can’t the superb 
granite facade be retained? 

‘For goodness sake please do not 
destroy another iconic landmark.’

Save Rockfield 
campaign looks 
to town support 
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 SCHOOL SHINTY

Returns from Fort William Golf Club
GOLF

TRIATHLON

Children’s triathlon 
at leisure centre

 Team          Pts
 1   Caol United         16
 2   Caol Cosmos         16
 3   Lundavra         16
 4   Mallaig         15
 5   Ballachulish         10
 6   Lochaber              10
 7   Inverlochy             1
 8   Nevis Range          0

Skye stableford

ATHLETICS

INVERLOCHY Primary 
School’s shinty players celebrat-
ed one of their most successful 
years in the school’s history. 

Both the P5 and under and P6-
7 teams have won a number of 
titles over the season including 
the Scottish six a side champion-
ships, Ben Nevis Race shield 
and the Fraser McPhee memorial 
trophy. See below for the full list 
of titles won this year. 

Coached by Willie MacDonald 
and John MacLeod for the last 
three years, they have become 

often praised for good sports-
manship in the face of a rare 
defeat. Mr MacDonald said after 
a recent loss against Portree the 
Skye team’s coach commented 

A CHILDREN’S triathlon will 
be held at Lochaber Leisure 
Centre on Saturday as the 
Commonwealth Baton arrives 
in Fort William. 

The event is open to children 
age four to 18 and organisers 
hope it will be as successful as 
the popular Olympic triathlon 
in 2012, attended by over 200 
youngsters. 

Registration will be open from 
9-11am for an 11.30am start. 

The field sets off on the annual Triple Hirple.

THE RAILWAY Bowling Club 
held the Lochaber Singles knock-
out competition at their green in 
Inverlochy at the weekend.

(centre) came out winner and 

Caol United 7
Lundavra 1

CAOL United secured the John 
Baird Memorial Cup in a 7-1 
victory against Lundavra in the 
Lochaber Welfare League. 

Lundavra was missing key 

Fort William, on Friday night 
but they kept the game even until 
Martin Munro put Caol ahead 
after 25 minutes and Ian Mackie 
scored the second goal before 
half time. 

ISLE of Skye Golf Club result 
of the Stableford competition 
played on Wednesday July 2: 1 
John Finlayson 37pts; 2 Stuart 
McLaren 34pts; 3 Drew Millar 
33pts. 

LOCHABER Athletic Club’s 
summer season kicked off with 
the annual Triple Hirple and 
Gary MacDonald got off to a 

three events. 
MacDonald sailed ahead of the 

competition in the Half Ben and 
Graham Brooks Memorial races 

Cow Hill race, won by Andrew 
Barrington, also of Lochaber 
Athletic Club. 

First lady home was Nix For-
ster of LAC. 

otherwise stated. Cow Hill: 
1 Andrew Barrington 19:09; 

Two out of three for Gary as he
wins Lochaber Triple Hirple

2 Steve MacDonald 19:18; 3 
Calum Fraser 19:50; 4 Stephen 
Burns 19:54; 5 Gary MacDon-
ald: 19:59. 

Half Ben: 1 Gary MacDonald 
1:00:23; 2 Andrew Barrington 
1:00:36; 3 Ross Bannerman 
(Highland Hill Runners) 1:01:08; 
4 Steve MacDonald 1:01:25; 5 
Jon Gay 1:02:21. 

Graham Brooks Memorial: 1 
Gary MacDonald 33:03; 2 Steve 
MacDonald 34:06; 3 Callum 
Fraser 34:40; 4 Jon Gay 35:39; 5 
Gavin Whiteside (Highland Hill 
Runners) 37:29. 

MacDonald wins
Half Ben and Graham
Brooks Memorial races 

JULY medal, played on Satur-
day July 5: 1 David MacPherson 
66 (73-7); 2 Steven Jamieson 
68 (72-4); 3 Peter Stewart 69 
(81-12).

Senior July medal, played on 
Sunday July 6: 1 Ian Robertson 
65 (79-14); 2 Kenneth Jerram 68 
(84-17) bih; 3 David Smith 68 
(78-10). 

Ladies competitions - Medal 
and Eclectic contest played on 
Tuesday July 1: 1 Hazel Cam-

eron 68 (85-17); Iona Cameron 
69 (86-17). 

West Highland Oil Tray played 
on Friday July 4: 1 Rosemary 
MacIntyre 28pts; 2 Iona Cam-
eron 27pts; 3 Theresa Smith 
25pts. 

Cameron Trophy round three: 
1 Rosemary MacIntyre 39pts; 
2 Hazel Cameron 37pts; 3 Kim 
Topping 33pts. 

GOLF

Inverlochy Primary School shinty team show off the prizes they have won this year.  20_f28inverlochy01

Successful year for Inverlochy
on how much he enjoyed play-
ing Inverlochy as they were a 
pleasure to have around both on 
and off the park.

He added: ‘We have had an 
excellent year winning various 
trophies on our way and nar-
rowly losing out on others – we 
now look forward to 
next term and wish Paul Pater-
son, Johnny Foster and Stuart 
MacQueen all the best as they 
move on to high school and hope 
they continue to play shinty for 
Lochaber High.’

The coaches will now focus on 
promoting younger players into 
the teams.

John MacLeod said: ‘It has 
taken myself and Willie three 
or four years to reach the lat-

Caol Utd players look on as captain Martin Kerr receives the John Baird Memorial Cup from Michael 
Oliver of Ferguson Transport. 

Marine Harvest Welfare
 League standings

Lundavra had no answer to 
Caol’s superiority in the second 
half with goals from Logan 
Barker, Steven Lopez and an 
impressive hat-trick from Bob 
MacGillivary making it 7-0 
before Davie Wright got a con-
solation goal for Lundavra.

Presented

Oliver of Ferguson Transport 
presented the cup and a £300 
sponsorship from the company 
to the Welfare League to Caol 
Utd captain Martin Kerr. 

FOOTBALL

Allan bowls them over

Eddie Downs (left) came a close 
second.  Sponsor John Rogan 
presented the trophy.

BOWLS

THE annual Jock Paul Mackin-

and will be taking place at the 
Eilan on Sunday August 17.

For those still wishing to 
enter a team, there are spaces 
left, so get in touch with Paul 
MacArthur on 07851808643 or 
at pmacarthur@hotmail.com

The cost per team is £40 (this 
is half the price of previous 
years) and can be paid on the 
day.

SHINTY

Veterans Sixes
at Newtonmore

MARTYN Cameron defeated 
Duncan Rogers in week 10 to 
retain his position at the top of 
the Tradewinds Darts League. 

Cameron also won quickest 
game of the night with a 14 

James Whyte and Darren 
Sutherland. Duncan Rogers 

The top eight in the league 

be played on Friday July 18. 

League Standings           Pts
1  Martyn Cameron            68
2  Duncan Rogers            62 
3  Darren Sutherland            59
4  Duncan Carmichael          46
5  Graham Irving            44
6  Bobby Watson            43
7  John Woods            41
8  James Whyte            35
9  John Matheson            29
10  Alex MacInnes            28
11  Stevie Clydesdale           27
12  Craig Howden            22
13  Curly Cameron            13
14  Paul Shearer             9
15= Kenny Fraser             6
15= Michael Cane             6
17= Jaquie Hill             3
17= Bryan Simpson             3
17= Martin Keenan             3
17= Declan Shearer             3
17= Gary Dunlop             3
22   David Fairgrieve             1

DARTS

Martyn remains 
top of the league

ter stages of tournaments and 
fortunately win a few, this has 
only been good for the school 
as numbers attending shinty 
practice at the school has risen 
steadily over the last few years 
and we now have an average of 
30 players attending from P1 
through to P7 which is fantastic 
for the school and the area.’

In the 2013/14 school year 
Inverlochy have won: Scottish 
six a side championships, Ben 
Nevis Race Day, Kingussie 
sixes, Gilmour Sports qualify-
ing trophies, George Cup, Tyler 
Murphy Trophy and the Fraser 
McPhee Memorial Trophy. 

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light west north easterly
 Temperatures 11°C to 18ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light south westerly
 Temperatures 13ºC to 18ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday

Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 12ºC to 16ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist  Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, July 10, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  03.44   3.4 10.00 1.2 16.18       3.6       22.13      1.0
Fri  04.34 3.6 10.49 0.9 17.03       3.8       23.08      0.8     
Sat  05.20 3.8 11.35 0.6 17.46       4.0       23.59      0.5
Sun  06.03 3.9 12.29 0.4      18.29      4.2         **.**        *.*
Mon  00.48 0.4 06.45 3.9 13.06 0.3        19.12      4.2
Tues       01.36       0.4 07.28 3.8 13.52       0.3       19.55      4.1
Wed  02.23   0.5 08.11 3.7 14.39       0.4       20.40       3.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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