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Smiling princess joins in the party

Bicentennial CelebrationsOban’s

TEN TALL Ships were due to sail into into Oban Bay yesterday as 
the bicentennial celebrations continued. 

The ships have come from Greenock en route to Shetland as they 
compete in the Tall Ships Challenge.

Whilst in town, the ships’ crews are being asked to take part in the 
town’s bicentenary celebrations and will be offered chances to take 
on locals in shinty and take part in dancing.

Councillor Neil Mackay said: ‘I am delighted that so many Tall 
Ships will be making their way to Oban. It is a credit to the hard 

Council and others that such prestigious ships are making their way 
here.’

THE BIG Strip The Willow organisers are hopeful of getting 
2,000 dancers to take the title of highest number of people in a 
Highland dance this Saturday.

The record attempt is attracting attention from around the 
globe with a small story in The New York Times this week about 
the challenge.

‘Lots of people have already signed up but plenty more are 
needed on the day,’ said Souvy Page, one of the organisers. 

‘We are telling people around the world they can watch us 
live on the town’s webcams. Whatever the weather we will be 
Stripping for Oban.’ For more details look up www.thebigstrip.
com or phone 07717 526 999.

Sailing in for celebrations It’s almost time to strip

HRH Princess Anne, the Princess Royal, joined in the Oban Bicentennial celebrations when she visited the town on Tuesday. She 
welcomed a grand parade which made its way from Station Square to the Corran Halls and was made up of representatives of local 

groups and organisations, . But what brought such a big smile to the Princess’s face as she watched the parade arrive with Argyll and 
Bute Provost William Petrie and Oban community councillor Kenny MacIntyre? Find out on page 3. 16_t28princess12

Operators’ 
plea over 
tourist centre

Jinxed Finlaggan
suff ers another 
mechanical hitch
THE JINXED Islay ferry MV 
Finlaggan suffered further 
mechanical problems on its 
return to service at the weekend.

The ferry returned from 
Birkenhead after repairs last 
week and resumed service 
on Saturday. However, she 
experienced a half hour delay 
leaving Kennacraig on Saturday 
night when the bow ramp would 
not close properly. The issue was 
resolved by the ship’s engineers.

The £24.5m ferry was built 
in Gdansk, Poland, and came 
to Scotland at the end of May 
to begin service on the Islay to 
Kennacraig run.

However, following successful 
sea trials, a naming ceremony 
and maiden cruise from Port 
Askaig on the island, the ship 
suffered a fault in the port-side 
engine.

The ferry was repaired and 
back in service within a week. 

In mid-June the hydraulics 
on the bow ramp failed and the 
ferry operated with the stern 
ramp only. The diagnosis was 
one of contaminated oil in 
the hydraulics system and the 
ferry was sent to Birkenhead 
where hydraulic cylinders and 
pumps were stripped down, 
decontaminated, rebuilt and 

system.

Third stolen car 
turns up nearby
THE LATEST in a spate of 
car thefts which has involved 
a vehicle being taken and then 
abandoned undamaged nearby 
has been reported to police.

Last week The Oban Times
reported how two cars had gone 
missing in Oban, and were later 
recovered a few hundred yards 
away without any damage.

In the latest incident, a white 
Audi that was reported stolen on 
Saturday July 9 from Dalriagh 
Road was later recovered in 
Laggan Road. As in the other 
cases, the car was not damaged.

A THEFT from a town 
centre soap shop is being 
investigated by police.

The break-in happened 
overnight between Friday and 
Saturday.

Information offi  ce ‘should be 
moved to suitable location’
A LONG-term solution for 
the future of Oban’s Visitor 
Information Centre (VIC) needs 
to be sorted out now, according to 
tourism operators in the area.

that the VisitScotland VIC is to 
remain at its temporary home 
in the Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) building for the 
remainder of the summer season. 

The move came after 
‘substantial’ repairs were required 
to the roof of the VIC building, 
the former St Columba’s Church 
in Argyll Square.

small information point has been 
opened in part of the stricken 
building – but operators say a 
permanent solution is needed.

Linda Battison, chairwoman 
of Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association (OLTA), said: ‘I do 
not believe CalMac is the right 
long term location for this critical 
facility. 

‘I fully appreciate that the 
CalMac location was just a 

now knows that the Argyll 

open this season, or possibly far 
longer, I think they should now 
be considering a more suitable 
location. 

‘Perhaps Argyll and Bute 
Council could demonstrate its 
support for this area’s most 
important industry by offering 
the Corran Halls - this would be 
a better location as it is at the top 
of the town.’

Councillor Neil MacKay, Argyll 
and Bute Council’s spokesman 
on tourism, said: ‘We need to 
look very carefully at the interim 
arrangements for our VIC.

chunk of the west coast and is 
integral to this vital business,’ 
he added. ‘It is all hands to the 
pumps to get the message out that 
we are still open for business.’ 

Tourism operators say they 
are noticing a decline in visitor 
numbers, blaming a lack of 
information in Oban.

David Gloag, of the Lismore 
Heritage Museum, said: ‘We 

are concerned there is no real 

extension at the CalMac terminal 
but this is a tourist town at its 
busiest time of year.’

Iain Close, head of visitor 
services at VisitScotland, said: 
‘Oban’s Information Centre is 
moving to the CalMac Ferry 
Terminal for the rest of the 
season.

‘We are also starting to identify 
alternative options in the event of 
us having to move to a new and 
permanent site in Oban.’

On the lack of facilities in 
the town, Mr Close responded: 
‘I’m pleased to announce an 
additional visitor information 
point for the town will be opened 
in our premises at Argyll Square, 
which is unaffected by the roof’s 
structural problems. Experienced 
staff will be on hand with a range 
of local information material and 
an electronic booking service by 
the end of this week.’

He said the information point 
will be open 9am-7pm Monday 
to Saturday and 10am-7pm on 
Sundays for the rest of the peak 
season.’

Controversial roadworks to go ahead
THE DECISION to press ahead 
with unpopular road closures 
will make tourists ‘vote with 
their feet and their wheels’ a Lorn 
councillor has claimed. 

say the resurfacing works must 
take place during August and 
September, despite objections 
from local businesses, politicians 
and communities along the A85. 

Councillor Donald MacDonald 
warned the roads body the 11-
hour closures on weekday nights 
would cripple the local economy. 

He said: ‘Our area lives and dies 
by tourism. Many of our visitors 

come from much further south in 
Britain and they are only able to 
arrive here during the evening. 

‘If there is a hint of delays or 

likely to vote with their feet or 
their wheels and go elsewhere.’

At last week’s Glenorchy and 
Innishail Community Council 
meeting, residents said they 
would also be disrupted by the 
work. 

David Fellowes, chairman, said: 
‘There is a great deal of concern 
about it, especially from the 
people who work in Oban.’

Work at Pennyfuir, north of 
Oban, will start on July 25 for 
two weeks, using a convoy 
system. But at St Conan’s Kirk, 
Loch Awe, and at Connel, where 
work is scheduled for four weeks 
from August 21, TranServ insist 
closures from 7pm to 6am are 
necessary. 

Angela Funk, principal roads 
design engineer, said having 
listened to the views of local 
people, they would stick to their 
original plan. 

Postponing work would clash 
with other schemes elsewhere 
and risk poor weather. 

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

savings in Oban, Lorn and the Isles 

economies of £355,000 in 2010-11.
This has raised fears of redundancies 

throughout the area among members 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s local 
area committee.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
chairman of the Oban, Lorn and Isles 
area committee, said he was seriously 
concerned to hear of job losses in 
other areas of NHS Highland.

importance that we are kept up to 
date with what is happening at the 
hospital. I understand that at the 
moment 65 members of staff per 
day are losing their job in the health 
service nationally.

‘The hospital here in Oban is a real 
asset to the town and it allows the 
area to grow and prosper. We do not 
want any more loss to service than we 
already have.’

Councillor Neil Mackay added: ‘We 
asked for someone from the hospital 
to come and discuss the many issues 
people are raising with us about the 
hospital.

‘There are changes being made at 
the hospital we as councillors are not 
fully aware of – for instance I am not 
happy that the dental practice is being 
moved into the hospital and we were 
not consulted about it.’ 

on up there,’ said Councillor Roddy 
McCuish. 

Councillor Elaine Robertson, the 

representative of the area committee 

stage of the redesign at the hospital 
was completed without diminution of 
service to the public. 

‘There has been no loss of jobs in 
the Oban area. The locality has made 
the saving they set out to make, but 
there are other savings to be made.’ 

A spokesman for NHS Highland 
said the £600,000 savings had to be 
made across the whole of the Oban, 
Lorn and Isles locality.  

‘As with any organisation NHS 
Highland has to work within a given 
budget and as is the case with any 
other public body we are having to 

to achieve this without affecting front 
line patient care.’

NHS looks to make £600,000 savings 
without affecting front line patient care

Council’s care home 
plans in disarray
ARGYLL and Bute Council may 
have to revise its plans to outsource 
residential care homes as only one 
organisation expressed any interest.

The special committee on older 
people’s services had just one com-

naire to consider, and even then 
the unnamed group only expressed 
an interest in three of the council’s 
seven care homes.

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘The special com-
mittee on older people’s services has 
asked that a paper be presented to its 
August meeting setting out the terms 
of competitive dialogue process with 
the single compliant organisation. 

‘This will take place after the 
council has determined the future 
actions in relation to day services 
and care at home services.’
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Bicentennial CelebrationsOban’s
A party 200 years in the making

Sun, sand and sea attract 
thousands of revellers
SUN, sea and sand greeted 
revellers to the Big Picnic at 
Ganavan Sands on Sunday.

With an estimated turnout of 
more than 3,000 people for the 
festival of fun and games, it was 
probably one of the busiest days 
the beach has seen in decades, 

Oban’s Bicentennial celebra-
tions, it went off almost without 
a hitch.

Highlights of the day included 
activities organised by Stra-
mash Vertical Descents and 
Energie Fitness who challenged 
people to go up hills and out 

on the water and also included 
racing about on the shinty pitch 
on Segways, battery powered 
two-wheeled vehicles.

The only downside was 
the non-appearance, due to a 
mix-up, of stunt cyclist Danny 
Macaskill, for which Energie 
Fitness apologised.

In other activities, police 
horses Tobermory and Rose-
neath were a popular hit with 
visitors. 

The police riders took part in 
a mounted egg and spoon race 
against some local children 
– the kids won. 

Neil Mackay, who organised 
the event along with fellow 
members of the Oban Cash for 
Kids charity committee, said: 
‘We had a great day at Ganavan. 
There were so many people out 
on the beach using it the way it 
should be.

‘This event shows the true 
community spirit of Oban 
with volunteers from many of 
the major organisations in the 
town. 

‘It is an absolute privilege to 
have worked alongside every-
one to get this event organised,’ 
he added.

‘MacColl Construction Limited’ won the prize for best sandcastle 
16_t28picnic18

James MacColl, aged four, from Lismore, who had a ‘go’ on the 
ponies. 16_t28picnic7

A magic evening of poetry, 
plays and passion for history 
was presented by Three Wee 

Crows Theatre Company, 
Norman Bissell and Catherine 
Gillies. Mr Bissell has written 

a poem for Oban’s 200th 
anniversary that audience 

members described as 
‘profoundly moving’.

Catherine Gillies presented 
a number of items from 

Dunollie’s 1745 House, much 
to the amusement of the 

audience. 
The Three Wee Crows, 

Kathleen Campbell, Vivienne 
DeCaris and Carol Thomson, 

supported by Ian Craig 
and David Price, gave what 

can only be described as 
an emotional rollercoaster 
through Oban’s amazing 

history.  
Audience member Olivia 
Maxwell said: ‘The three 

woman are an absolute credit 
to the town for keeping 

history alive and well, but 
most of all for allowing people 
to celebrate the town’s history 

through a very magical 
theatre production.’ 16_t28three3

Having a whale of a time and raising awareness

A Walk for Whales brought more than 30 people into the town to raise the profile of the issue of illegal whaling.
The walk was organised by Craig Connor, manager of the Scottish Sea Life Centre in Barcaldine and his staff. Walkers were presented 

with goody bags and free tickets to the centre at the end of the walk. 16_t28whale1

‘Magical’ theatre show takes a 
look back through town’s history

She sells sea shells... and fills them with chocolate. Chocolate 
designer to HRH The Princess Royal, Brooke McCloskey, a 

primary one pupil from Park Primary School and Kerry Ann 
MacLeod, aged 11, from Rockfield Primary School came up 

with some delicious treats for the princess. Brooke designed 
seashells with a caramel filling, topped with sea salt, while Kerry 

Ann thought up chocolate hearts inscribed with 200 on the 
top.  The youngsters are joined by Helen McKechnie, owner of 

Oban Chocolate Factory, who came up with the idea of the Royal 
Visit Chocolate. A presentation of the chocolates was made to 

Princess Anne when she visited Oban. 16_t28seashells1

Classic yachts were in Oban Bay for the beginning of the Malts 
Cruise. The yachts moved onto Tobermory, Skye and Islay. 

16_t28classic1

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir performed at a concert to celebrate Glenorchy and  Innishail Parish Church’s 
200th birthday. The choir, slightly diminished in numbers on the night, sang the three songs it will 

perform at The Royal National Mod. 16_t28taynuilt1

A youth choir from the heartland of America helped to celebrate Glenorchy and Innishail Parish 
Church’s 200th year. The Knox Choir, from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Dayton, Ohio, 

joined parishioners and friends at St Conan’s Kirk for a fantastic concert by the 46 choir members. 
Songs included The Lord is my Shepherd, Misty Morning, a medley from Joesph and the Amazing 

Technicolour Dreamcoat and a selection of spirituals and folksongs. 16_t28knox1

Locals and visitors were transported back in time on Monday 
as Oban historian Robin Banks led a guided walk through 

the town. During the tour, arranged as part of the Oban 200 
celebrations, Mr Banks, who was still at school during the Second 

World War, recalled tales of old and recounted how the town 
centre’s famous buildings once looked. Enjoying the eventual 
emergence of summer weather, Mr Banks said: ‘I’m delighted 

with the crowd and hopefully everyone will learn something new 
and interesting from the tour.’ Mr Banks, centre, sheds light on 
the history of the former Church of Scotland building at Oban’s 

Argyll Square. 15_t28banks1

And it’s not just Oban that’s 200. . .

History buffs step back 
in time for history walk

Oban Phoenix Cinema campaigners held an open day in the 
Rowantree Hotel on Monday afternoon. The group hopes to 

re-open the former Highland Theatre complex as a community-
run cinema later this year. Karen Thomson from Specsavers was 
on hand to sell tickets for the Phoenix Ball on July 30. 16_t28pheo1

There is only one way to 
describe the duck race 

– quackers. 
Who would have thought that 
launching 500 ducks into the 
Black Lynn at teatime would 

cause so much interest?
People came out in their 

hundreds to see the town 
centre improvement group 

BID4Oban’s duck race. 
In total, £900 was raised for 
Cancer Research which will 
be distributed by the local 

committee. 16_t28duck2

Going
quackers to 
raise cash 
for cancer 
research
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For more pictures and video from Oban’s bicentennial celebrations, go to www.obantimes.co.uk

HRH waves to the gathered public outside the War and Peace Museum as
she leaves for Oban Airport. 15_t28wap01

Princess enjoys 
‘a wonderful 
day in Oban’

Oban Pipe Band leads the parade as it heads off  from Station Square towards a royal appointment at the Corran Halls.  15_t28march06

The Princess Royal presents the Queen’s Award to Oban War and Peace Museum watchkeepers 
Nancy Black and Donnie MacFarlane. 15_t28wap02

A LARGE crowd had gathered 
outside Oban War and Peace 
Museum by the time the 
Princess Royal came to visit on 
Tuesday.

Her Royal Highness met 
directors and watchkeepers 
and handed over The Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service 
- the MBE equivalent for 
groups - to founder member 
and watchkeeper Nancy Black.

She also presented a 

museum’s achievement 
to watchkeeper Donnie 
MacFarlane, which was signed 

by the Queen. The entrance to 
the museum was surrounded 
by members of the public 
hoping to catch a glimpse of 
the Princess Royal. When 
she left, following a tour of 
the museum, they were not 
disappointed as she gave the 
crowd a wave.

Alison Palmer of Oban War 
and Peace Museum said: ‘It 
was wonderful to have Her 
Royal Highness visit and 
everyone was extremely 
honoured. When we heard 
we had got the award, it was 
wonderful when she agreed 

to present it. Everyone 
was thrilled and I think 
the good turnout from our 
members today showed our 
appreciation.’

Among the welcoming party 
was museum chairman Charles 
Struthers and patron Kenneth 
MacKinnon CVO, former Lord 
Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute.

The museum’s youngest 
volunteer, 17-year-old Jakki 
Watt, presented a Highland 
bouquet to the Princess Royal.

The current Lord Lieutenant, 
Patrick Stewart, was also in 
attendance.

Museum accepts 
Queen’s Award

Ukulele Luing were one of the most popular groups during the march on Tuesday, with their unique 
renditions of popular songs putting a huge smile on the Princess Royal’s face when they arrived at 

the Corran Halls. 15_t28parade3

Ukulele band raises a royal smile

Oban ambassadors named during the princess’s visit are, from left, Anne Lorne Gillies, Donald 
Shaw, Karen Matheson and Angus MacColl. 15_t28ambassador01

Stewart MacKenzie, editorial director of Wyvex Media, was 
presented with a plaque by Her Royal Highness The Princess 

Royal. The plaque reads ‘In recognition of 150  years service to the 
communities of the West Highlands and Islands. Old memories and 

new hopes will endure’. 16_t28royal1

Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal was presented with a posy of fl owers from seven-year-old 
Joy Barrow, who is a pupil at the Gaelic Medium Unit at the Oban Primary School Campus. 

16_t28princess2

Painter John Lowrie Morrison, Jolomo, gave Her Royal Highness 
The Princess Royal a painting of a sunset over Oban Bay and 

Dunollie Castle. The painting will stay in Oban while a smaller 
version was taken back to her residence in London. 16_t28jolomo1

IN SUNSHINE, Her Royal 
Highness The Princess Royal 
enjoyed a day in Oban helping 
to celebrate the town’s 200th 
anniversary.

As part of the bicentenary cel-
ebrations, Princess Anne, made 
a series of presentations and cut 
the town’s birthday cake.

She was relaxed in her sur-
roundings - laughing at jokes 
and enjoying a familiar face or 

to see her.
As she quietly chatted 

with community councillor 
Kenny MacIntyre and Provost, 
Councillor William Petrie, she 
enjoyed a parade of more than 
500 townspeople who moved 
from Station Square along the 
Esplanade.

Frank McKenna, a teacher 
at Oban High School, was the 
parade master and he led a good 
show in front of the princess. 

There were children and 
adults of all ages on the march. 
Leading the way was Oban 
Pipe Band and bringing up the 
rear was Oban High School 
Pipe Band, with the diminutive 
Ukulele Luing Band the jam in 
the middle.

Piper Angus MacColl played 

‘Oban’s Welcome to the Prin-
cess Royal’ to a warm reception 
from the princess.

After a plaque unveiling cer-
emony, the pipe bands played 
on the green in front of Markie 
Dans Pub for a large crowd.

Inside the Corran Halls, Prin-
cess Anne made presentations to 
Kenny MacIntyre and Margaret 
MacLean for their long service 
to the community before taking 
a seat on a raised platform at the 
front of the large hall.

Jolomo, painter John Lowrie 
Morrison, presented a picture of 
a sunset over Oban to the prin-
cess, which will be displayed 
inside the Corran Halls. 

Presentations
Presentations were made to 

Oban Inner Wheel, Glenorchy 
and Innishail Parish Church, 
West Highland Tennis Champi-
onship, An-Commun-Gheadla-
ich and The Oban Times.

Four international ambas-
sadors, who have roots in 
Oban, were named. They are 
singer Karen Matheson, singer 
Anne Lorne Gillies, musician 
Donald Shaw and piper Angus 
MacColl.

The Princess Royal then 

charter granted to the Burgh 
of Oban to Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre. 

He accepted the scroll and 
made a speech on the history 
and the future of Oban. He said: 
‘Old memories and new hopes 
will endure.’ He said he was 
delighted to receive it on behalf 
of all the people of Oban.

Lunch was served after a 
prayer, before the princess 
made her way around many of 
the tables chatting with guests 
including Bob MacCulloch, 
Mary MacKenzie, Brigadier 
John MacFarlane and pupils 
from Oban High School. 

All who spoke to the princess 
said she was well informed and 
knowledgeable about Oban, the 
area and its people. 

Before leaving for the War 
and Peace Museum the Princess 
was presented with chocolates 
specially designed for a prin-
cess and a bottle of Oban Single 
Malt Whisky.

She thanked the assembly of 
town’s folks and said: ‘Thank 
you for a wonderful day in 

places in the country and I 
hope you thrive for another 200 
years.’ 

VIP visitor describes town 
as  ‘one of the fi nest places’

Come along and enjoy LUNCH & JAZZ at

Tel: 01499 302111
Email: info@thegeorgehotel.co.uk
Find us on Facebook

Sunday 17th July 
from 3pm

Delicious food
PLUS Live Music 

from the 
Chris Clark Quartet

      TheGeorge Hotel
Main Street, Inveraray
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www.altair-energy.co.uk

Approved supplier and Installer of 3kw-50kw 
turbines based in Scotland

independant advice on the right turbine for you

START EARNING YOUR 
INCOME NOW

Your turbine pays for itself with payback 
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FR
EE

tu
rb
ine
s

4 NEWS Thursday 14 July, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

OT

Yes! I am a new subscriber and I would like 
an annual subscription to The Oban Times.
Which edition of The Oban Times would you like? 

 Oban  Fort William (tick appropriate)
Your details
Title.... Name .............................................................................................
Address .....................................................................................................
...................................................................................Postcode.................
Telephone ..................................................................................................
Email..........................................................................................................

Please tick if this subscription is a gift for somebody else
Their details
Title.... Name .............................................................................................
Address .....................................................................................................
...................................................................................Postcode.................
Payment

I wish to pay by cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for £58.00 (includes P&P). 
I wish to pay by credit or debit card.  Please debit my account for £58.00 (includes P&P).

Card number...................................................Expiry date......../........ Start date......../........ 

Name on card .....................................................................................................................
All subscribers please sign ................................................................... date......./......./.......

Please return to Subscriptions, Wyvex Media Ltd, P.O Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, Scotland, PA34 4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000.

Tick here to be added to Inverawe Smokehouses’ mailing list for special offers and promotions 
* Terms & Conditions:  Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. For UK based customers only. This offer is open to new 
subscribers only and does not apply to those renewing their subscription.  Whilst stocks last. The offer applies to one purchase of a 12 month 
subscription of either a hard copy or digital edition of The Oban Times. By purchasing this subscription offer you agree for Wyvex Media Ltd 
to share your details with Inverawe Smokehouses and for them to contact you.

The Oban Times 150th anniversary 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER!
Fill in the form below, call subscriptions 
on 01631 568000 or visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/shop.
Or, sign up for your weekly e-edition 
for 12 months at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital.  

Scotland’s premium 
oak smokehouse, 
Inverawe Smokehouses, 

has built up a fantastic reputation for 
producing gourmet smoked goodies and 

luxurious hampers from the banks of Loch Awe.
The Inverawe Treat combines its delectable smoked salmon with its award-
winning  roast smoked salmon paté. The Inverawe Treat also includes 
some of Macleans cocktail oatcakes, the perfect accompaniment.

Subscribe to 

The Oban Times 

for one year and 

receive a FREE

Inverawe Treat 

worth £19.95!*

Visit www.smokedsalmon.co.uk. 

Cuts drive 
bus services 
off the road
Timetable changes introduced 
this week will save £16,000

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

Robbie Macdonald could save the wind industry millions of pounds each year with his innovative design to get technicians onto turbines. 

Student’s pioneering gangway system

Tax dodgers cost council 
£1million a year

Tiree Island Centre plans are unveiled

Examining the plans are TCB director Mabel Macarthur, Roots Design’s Chris Hall, TCB chairperson 
Jessie Gray, director Ian Gillies, TCB vice chairperson Catriona MacLennan, consultant Stewart Meikle 

and Michael Holliday. t27tireeislandcentre1

Right: Connor and Oscar 
Wells who walked along the 
Esplanade with 20 others to 
raise cash for Diabetes UK. 
15_t26walk2

Expansion

4,500 acre estate 
put up for sale  
with £2.6 price tag

Permission granted 
for fi ve houses

Woman fi ned for 
throwing punches

Green light for  
Mull riding arena

Holiday home 
scheme agreed

Mora Edith 
Macdonald

Aurora

Laura Dawn

Laura Dawn

Aurora
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COMPANY PROFILE: CRERAN ENGINEERING

‘Andrew has a lot of experience and a wide range of skills 

MOT preparation centre for 4x4 vehicles and vans at his 

Creran Engineering’s team are, from left, Gavin MacMillan, 
Ewen MacGillivray and Andrew MacMillan. 15_t28creran1

OT

Accused’s 

court hearing

Rules ‘could 
drive disabled 
from parks’...

A RESIDENT of Westbay Apartments has 

request its barge be moved out of sight.
Nancy McDonald sent a letter to the 

company after reading an article in The Oban 
Times on her return to the town from a recent 
trip. 

And she doesn’t want it painted.
Ms McDonald, who said she sent the 

letter on behalf of all residents of Westbay 
Apartments, said: ‘They do say it’s a working 
harbour, but it’s not in the working area.

Out of sight
‘There are plenty of places they could move 

it to and it would be out of sight. 
‘What would it cost them to move it?’
Steve Clarkson, business services manager 

of North West Marine, said: ‘We’ve actually 
received two letters, one saying that it was 
great that we supported so many people in the 
town, the other asking us to move the barge.

‘We will listen to feedback and try to do 
what we can, but it is necessary for our 
business.’

Mr Clarkson said he would be responding 
directly to Ms McDonald in due course.

Resident’s plea 
to remove barge

North West Marine’s managing director Tony Ratcliff e, left, with some interested spectators during 
last week’s busy open day to show off  the company’s new ROV. 15_t28nwmarine1

North West Marine held an open 

Vehicle (ROV) was launched off 

the Headcorn

people to see the ROV do work divers 

Underwater ROVs put through their paces

Keith Johnston from Invasive Weeds Agency sprays a cluster of 
Japanese Knotweed in Lochawe village, as Argyll Fisheries Trust 

manager Craig MacIntyre looks on. 15_t28knotweed01

declared war on invasive plant 
species that threaten the future of 

chain in and around the loch and 

working throughout this week 
and will return in three weeks to 

This pattern will continue 

A recent Forest Research report 

seeing a counsellor and was addressing 

A MAN accused of dealing drugs in 

When McWhirter was ushered to the 

McWhirter will next appear at the 

lead to the exclusion of people in 

considering the reintroduction of 

But the proposed regulations 

The rules which councillors 

REPORT

scooter up and down the hills 

park gates if we are not allowed 

...but authority insists mobility 
scooters will not be banned

Young fi ddlers 
entertain at ceilidh
under Ann Barlow’s expert 

started off the proceedings with 

and appreciative audience with 

Fear an taighe for the evening 

Fined for swearing 
in front of children
A MAN who shouted and swore 

Psychic evening 
raises £732

to thank all who attended the 

Golden anniversary 
for music group

received an invitation should 

Couple held after 
stop and search

disgraceful these papers went 

regulations under consideration 

Ex-safari guide’s 
horrifi c injuries  
after cattle attack

Smiling through the pain - Georgie Thomas says she’s lucky to be 
alive after being trampled by a herd of cows near her North Connel 

home last week. 15_t28gthomas2

‘I didn’t want to stress the 

others got excited and all started 
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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Last
week’s 
solution

Across
7 Accommodate (6)
8 Rest on this if you're satisfied with wh

you've done (6)
9 Story (4)
10 Span of existence (8)
11 Skyscraper (7)
13 End (5)
15 Sticky sugary food (5)
17 Scaled creature (7)
20 Bountiful (8)
21 Detest (4)
22 Amount to be given (6)
23 Dashing to win (6)

Down
1 On the train (6)
2 Distance, 25 makes a marathon (4)
3 Disregard (7)
4 Chin indentation (5)
5 One at the most distance away (8)
6 Sanction (6)
12 Lucky clover (4-4)
14 Liquid metal (7)
16 Sneezewort (6)
18 Mass communication? (6)
19 Bid (5)
21 Pawn (4)

25 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, July 17, 1986

Family’s 700-mile cycle        
tour to save village hall
PEDAL power is to be used to help save an island 
hall. A Mull family plans to spend their holidays 
cycling 700 miles around Scotland raising cash to 
help restore the Aros Hall at Tobermory.

John Wier, 33, his wife Barbara, 39, and 
Barbara’s son, Innes, 13, will set off from 
Tobermory on a Saturday on their coast to coast 
expedition.

Their route will take them through Kilchoan, 
Lochaline, Fort William, Mallaig and Skye to 
Dunnet Head, across the north of Scotland to John 
O’Groats, south down the east coast and west again 
by way of Loch Ness and the Great Glen.

The family hopes to average about 60 miles a 
day, camping out each evening.

Weir, who works with the Isle of Mull Knitwear 
Company, has taken a fortnight’s holiday.

‘We are really looking forward to it as a family 
and hoping to raise cash for the hall fund in the 
process,’ said Mrs Weir.

The Aros Hall, which is Tobermory’s main social 
centre, is in a serious state of disrepair and it was 
suggested the building should be abandoned - a 
proposal decisively rejected at a public meeting.

Investigation underway    
after fuel tanker derailed
A BRITISH Rail investigation is underway this 

off the railway lines at Wilson’s depot in Oban.
The accident happened on Friday afternoon. A 

British Rail spokesman said that the tanker had 
rolled down the track at the depot, destroyed the 
buffers and come off the rails. Damage was done to 
the depot’s pipes as a result.

James Wilson, of Wilson’s, said on Monday 
he wanted to stress that the accident was not the 
responsibility of Wilson Fuels or of Esso.

Mr Wilson said: ‘Considerable damage was done 
to the fuel lines at the depot. But there was no fuel 
leaking and at no time was there any danger to the 
public. The depot is now back to normal.

Oban Fire Brigade was called and stood by for 
several hours.

They sprayed a foam blanket while the tanker 
was being raised back onto the rails.

no time was there a hazard, despite proximity to 
housing in Glenshallach Road.

The tanker was carrying 8,000 gallons of 
petroleum spirit. Immediately after it ran through 
the buffers and off the rails, it was examined and 
there were no leaks found.

Early warning system to 
detect icy road conditions
AN EARLY warning system for detecting icy 
conditions on major roads in the Highland region is 
to be installed by November 1.

Highland Regional Council is making a £300,000 
investment is special ice detection equipment to 
improve safety standards, but mainly to reduce the 
region’s winter road maintenance budget.

The move follows a pilot scheme introduced three 
years ago which has produced encouraging results.

Gordon Edmonds, senior depute director of 
roads and transport, says: ‘In addition to a 25 per 
cent saving in salt, there has been a saving on 
operational costs.’

Now the region has place a contract with a 

installation of 51 ‘icelert out-stations’ which 
will transmit information to a master station in 
Inverness on the condition of the road surfaces and 
air temperatures.

The out-stations consist of signalling units which 
collect data from sensors.

The system is designed to aid the Roads 
Department to predict conditions in time to prevent 
icing without wastage of salt or chemical de-icers.

Installation is expected to begin within a few 
weeks.

OT

LOCHABER strongmen have been again 
making waves in national competitions, with 
John Hutton and Jeremy Vickers both picking 
up trophies at the recent Scotland’s Strongest 
Man event at the Meadowbank Sports Centre 
in Edinburgh.

in Dumfries on Saturday, guaranteeing 
him a place in the televised three-day main 
competition in Ireland at the end of August.

John’s success is made all the more 
remarkable by the fact he only started training 

for strongman competitions nine months ago. 
The 28-year-old offshore worker told The 
Oban Times: ‘I was in the army for seven 
years and when I got out I used to go to the 
gym by myself, but it was more body building 
stuff. Muir Watson [Lochaber trainer] came 
in every now and again and he must have seen 
me. He came to my door and asked if I wanted 
to train with him.’

For his achievements in Edinburgh, John 
was awarded the best newcomer award and 

four points behind the winner. 

90kg category. The pair teamed up for the 
team competition, where they again excelled 

large weight advantage to the other teams.
Four-time Scotland’s Strongest Man winner 

Chris ‘Goose’ Innes, who also trains with 
Muir at Torlundy Auction Mart, has taken a 
break from the competitions this year due to 
work commitments. The Ferguson Transport 
driver is expected to competition return next 
year.

PREPARATIONS for the fourth 
annual Gallop and Grind charity 
race are well under way with 
hundreds of people from across 
Scotland expected to take part.

The 13-mile duathlon will start 
from Lochaber Leisure Centre 
on August 27 and, as usual, all 
the money raised from the day 
will go to the Sharon Fraser 
Memorial Trust fund, set up in 
memory of Invergarry woman 
Sharon who lost her battle with 
breast cancer in 2008. Last 
year’s race attracted about 700 
runners and raised more than 

being sponsored by Marine 
Harvest, MacPhee and Partners, 
Ferguson Transport and Maclean 
Electricals. One of the event’s 
organisers, Frances Smith, told 
The Oban Times: ‘Everything 
we raise goes directly towards 
helping local people, and 
whatever money is raised will 
be spent locally. ‘It’s good to get 
local people involved – it’s good 
for their health and they get to 
have a fun day.’

A82 closed 
overnight           
after lorry            
fl ips over
THE A82 was closed overnight 
on Monday after a fully laden 

side near Torlundy.
The accident happened at 

about 9.50pm when the lorry, 
heading north, moved to the side 
of the road to allow space for a 
caravan travelling in the opposite 
direction and hit the verge, 
causing the driver to lose control. 
The lorry ended up on its side 
across the road, but no one was 
injured.

Police closed the road to allow 

The A82 was re-opened with 

6.30am on Tuesday, with both 
lanes open later in the day.

Strongman: John Hutton next to an Atlas stone with the trophies he won at the recent Scotland’s Strongest Man competition. 20_f28strong01

Lochaber strongmen tighten grip on top titles

Gallop and Grind: Race organiser Frances, centre, with the event 
sponsors. 20_f28gallop01

Get set for fourth 
Gallop and Grind

School pitch 
may have to 
be ripped up
THE NEW synthetic pitch at 
Kinlochleven High School may 
have to be ripped up and relaid 
after less than three years use, 
The Oban Times can reveal.

surface, costed at £1million, was 
hailed as ‘a real asset for the local 
community’ when it opened - but 

problems ever since.
Now owners Alpha Schools 

Highland Ltd have hired Morrison 

solution - which could include 
tearing up the pitch and replacing 
the hardcore underneath.

Specialist surveyors were on 
site last week and will report to 
MCL within days on what repairs 
are needed to bring the pitch back 
into full use.

An MCL spokesperson 
The Oban Times 

the company had been called in 
Councillors call for 
further talks on 
Skye man’s plans
COUNCILLORS have deferred 
a decision on whether to allow 
a Skye man to build a house 
and garage on land south of 3 
Carbostmore, Carbost, to allow 
further discussion.

Planners had recommended 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee refuse Ewen 
Grant permission for his plans, 
but they passed a motion by 
Councillor Hamish Fraser to 
continue talks.

Planners
go against 
recommendation
AN ONICH man has been 
granted permission to build a 
house on land 60metres north 
of Leven House in North 
Ballachulish, despite planners 
recommending the proposals be 
refused.

Planners said Peter Dykes’ 
planned house was outside 
the settlement area and would 
encroach on local woodland, 
but Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee voted in 
favour of the application.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

went wrong with the existing 
construction and how it needs to 
be done differently this time so 
the problem can be corrected.

It was unclear at this stage 
whether the pitch would have 
to be lifted, when work would 
start or what the completion date 
would be.

She said: ‘We have been 
appointed to make things right 
and that’s what we intend to do. 
Our investigations are underway 

we will decide upon a course of 
action.

Confi dent
‘No one wants this to fail again, 

so let’s get it right this time. I am 

Alpha Schools will be picking up 
the tab with this.’

The spokesperson was unable 

locally-rumoured £500,000 cost 
of repairs, but suggested a ‘low 

reasonable assumption.
A Highland Council 

spokesperson said: ‘We are 
liaising closely with Alpha to 
ensure that remedial works 
required to bring the pitch back 
into use are completed as quickly 
as possible.’

Highland Council has a 30-year 

contract with Alpha Schools 
(Highland) Ltd - joint owned by 
private equity investors 3i and 
HSBC - for the design, build 
and provision of management 
and maintenance services for 11 
schools, including Kinlochleven.

Morrison FS, a subsidiary of 
Anglian Water, manages the 
school facilities.

Term time
It is understood the council 

believes it is ‘increasingly 
unlikely’ reconstruction work 
will start during the summer 
holiday as previously hoped 
– meaning the pitch will be out of 
commission during term time.

The debacle’s costs will not 
fall on Highland Council or local 

the council will apply contract 
penalties on Alpha School 
Highland Ltd under the project 
agreement. Despite several phone 
calls, no one from Alpha Schools 
was available for comment.

Local councillor Bren Gormley 
warned: ‘This is particularly 
unfortunate for South Lochaber 
as Jubilee Park in Balluchulish 
will also be getting repaired at 
the same time.’

When The Oban Times broke 
the initial story in November, 
it was revealed that demolition 
waste from the old Kinlochleven 
school was used for the pitch’s 
existing hardcore. 

It is understood the material 
subsequently compacted and 
proved inadequate in allowing 
rainwater to drain away.

Owners faced with prospect of relaying 
surface after less than three years’ use 

THE FORMER Glencoe Hospi-
tal has been sold to Onich-based 
man Roger Neimeyer, following 
months of speculation.

NHS Highland put the hospital 
up for sale after local group 
South Lochaber Community 
Company was unable to raise the 
funds for the purchase.

Mr Niemeyer relocated from 
London to Glencoe 11 years 
ago. His plans for the building 
and surrounding 10-acre estate 
are not yet known, although 
the grade two listed building is 
currently covered in scaffolding.

Mr Niemeyer is owner and 
managing director of Alliance 
Hotel Consultants Ltd, a sales 
and marketing representation 
company in the travel and 
tourism industry sector, formed 
in 2001. Glencoe House was built 
in 1896/97 by Lord Starthcona, 
and operated as a hospital from 
1950 until 2009.

Former Glencoe 
Hospital sold 
to Onich-based 
businessman

TWO BARRA teenagers will 
be representing Scotland as 
Celtic language performers at 
the International Celtic Congress 
(ICC) in Fort William later this 
month. 

Sixteen year-old Gaelic singer 
Aileen Elder and 18 year-old 
accordionist John James Galbraith 
will have the opportunity to 
perform with other young artistes 
from Brittany, Cornwall, Ireland, 
Wales and the Isle of Man.

The duo will take the stage at a 
showcase of young talent on the 
evening of Wednesday July 27 at 
the West End Hotel.

All six Celtic languages will be 

heard as part of the programme, 
which is being is supported by 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

Fiddle player Tomas Callister 
who will be the Isle of Man 
representative, is currently 
studying at Ceòl Tradiseanta na 
h-Alba at Benbecula College

representing his own Celtic 
region is Will Manley of the 
Cornish folk band Pentorr.  

From Ireland are Oisinn 
Morrison and Aidan Connolly, 
both former winners at Fleadh 

Ceoil and Oireachtas na Gaeilge. 

banjo. 
Representing Brittany, 

performers at many Fest-noz are 
accordion player, Maelan Joubin, 
and Katell Uguen, singer of Breton 
and Welsh folk songs. Katell also 
pays guitar and violin.

A Celtic Congress spokesperson 
said: ‘We are privileged to have 
the support of the other Celtic 
regions, for our week of lectures, 
ceilidhs and tours to places of 
historical interest. With about 
100 people travelling to this 
international conference, we look 
forward to hearing about other 

community initiatives sustaining 
the Celtic languages.’

Chairman of the Lochaber 
branch of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, Charlie MacColl, 
who presided at the successful 
2007 Royal National Mòd in 
Fort William, was delighted the 
town would again be hosting 
a prestigious Celtic event of 
international standing. He told 
The Oban Times: ‘We are looking 
forward to it. The international 
aspect very much strengthens 
Gaelic culture and kinship, 
especially with Ireland, who are 
very near ourselves in many ways. 
We also have our piping festival 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

in the Nevis Centre on July 30, 
so it’s great we will have a whole 
week of Celtic entertainment.’

Mr MacColl’s son, well known 
local piper Calum, represented 
Scotland at the ICC celebration in 
Ireland in 2009.

The International Celtic 
Congress aims to promote and 
develop links between speakers of 
the Celtic languages. It meets, in 
rotation, in each region with next 
year’s Congress due to be held in 
Brittany. The Fort William event 
runs from July 25-30. Further 
details from Christine MacKay 
chris@eileanluinn.freeserve.
co.uk or 07788 966292.

Barra teenagers fl y the fl ag for Scotland 
at International Celtic Congress in Fort 

ROSS, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee have given 
permission for a man to build a 
house and garage on land a mile 
west of Corpach.

Planners has recommended 

Angus Campbell’s proposal to 
build near Braeside Cottage, 
Achdalieu be granted by the 
councillors, despite receiving 
four objections from local 
residents.

Corpach garage gets green light

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Marie Curie afternoon tea party raises £500

OBAN’S new Marie Curie group made a fantastic start to their fundraising drive with an afternoon tea. 
Along with sales of home baking, bric-a-brac and books, the event raised £514.40.  Lynne Millar, nursing service manager for Argyll and 
Bute, said the money would support the charity’s 34 nurses and healthcare assistants.  Organiser Lilian Kermode thanked all those who 

attended and supported the event which was held in St John’s Cathedral hall.  Pictured are Marie Curie nurses and fundraisers helping to 
serve up some delicious home baking. 15_t26tea1
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One of the fi rst points of public contact for Highland Council in Lochaber House, George Campbell, 
right, has retired from the chief executive’s service after 23 years. At a presentation held in the Council 

Chambers in Lochaber House, Fort William, George was presented with gifts and cards by area 
solicitor Alaisdair MacKenzie, on behalf of the council, friends and colleagues.

Lochaber’s fi rst Gaelic holiday 
club was held last week, with 
20 youngsters a day enjoying 
themselves at the Lochaber 

Rural Education Centre.
The youngsters ranged from 

playgroup and nursery age up 
to primary school pupils and 
were learners or speakers of 

Gaelic. They baked, sang songs 
in Gaelic, played games and did 
some arts and crafts from 10am 
to 2pm on Wednesday to Friday. 
Centre trustee Isabel Campbell 
told The Oban Times: ‘I thought 

‘Why don’t we do something for 
Gaelic?’ It’s the very fi rst club 

for Gaelic and we’ve got 20 kids 
here, which is our maximum, 

and we’re absolutely delighted 
with that.’ 20_f28club01

Lochaline
Harbour
pontoons to open 
offi  cially

Council leader’s 
anger at   
education review 
snub

Woman battles 
through illness
to graduate

Taking the plunge: Arisaig woman Anne Widdop.

The Oban Times

Hub

Provost of Lochaber Allan Henderson opens the new EWOS Lts 
feed warehouse at Mallaig Harbour on Tuesday. Photo courtesy of 

Alexander Mathieson.

Arisaig woman takes the 
plunge in swim challenge   

MV 
Fame

Fit for purpose: the new health centre at Broadford will bring 
health care in South Skye into the 21st century. 

Privacy

Design

The Oban 
Times

Retract

Work to start on new £1.3m health centre

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

The Oban Times

Fun all the                
way at 
fi rst Gaelic          
holiday club

National Park director looks 
to Mallaig road for A82 tips

Provost warns 
ferry support 
is ‘waning’

Update

The Oban Times
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THE FOUNDER of a charity which provides the 
poorest school children in the world with a meal 
every day last week collected his OBE from the 
Queen.

Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow started Mary’s 
Meals in 2002 following an encounter with a child 
of a woman who was dying from Aids in Malawi.

Since then, the charity has gone on to feed more 
than 532,000 children a day across Africa, Asia, the 
Caribbean and Eastern Europe.

The 43-year-old said: ‘This honour is in recognition 
of the hard work of everyone who has been involved 

in the Mary’s Meals journey. Mary’s Meals is only 
made possible through this support and the innate 
goodness of people who share our vision that every 
child in the world should receive at least one good 
meal in a place of education.’

The charity, which has projects in 16 countries, is 
committed to keeping its overhead costs low. The 
global average cost of feeding a child for a whole 
school year is just £9.40.

Mary’s Meals evolved from a project started by 
Scottish International Relief, a charity Magnus 
formed in 1992. 

Magnus MacFarlane Barrow with his OBE. 

Down Your Way

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY
visits Gigha with Chief Reporter 
Euan Paterson.
You can contact him on 01631 56800 or email 
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk.

This week - Ross of Mull

Founder of Mary’s Meals charity 
collects OBE from Queen

LOCHAWESIDE
GLENORCHY and Innishail 
Community Council has voted to 
object to a retrospective planning 
application for a storage shed on 
the shores of Loch Awe. 

The application by Edan 
Kenneil is currently pending 
consideration.

The site of the shed is on 
land south west of Loch Awe 
House, East Lochaweside. The 
application is for temporary 
erection of the shed for a period 

A DRAFT report on the future 
of Ardconnel Primary School, on 
Lochaweside, is being compiled 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

The future of the building was 
discussed at the July meeting 
of Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council last 
Wednesday with both council-
lors and members of the public 
asking whether it was already up 
for sale.

closed this year, following the 
review of the council’s schools 
estate, but had been mothballed 
since 2006.

part of a consultation process 
had ended on June 30 and a 
draft report would be sent to 
Education Scotland (formerly 
HMIE) for comment.

considered at a council meeting 
on October 20.

After the council makes its 
decision there will be a period of 
time allowed for people to object 
to the Scottish Government and 
the consultation process should 

Following the completion of 
the consultation, a decision will 
be made on what to do with the 
building.

A FUN night is promised for all 
later this month, when the Coll 
Association annual bingo night 
is held in Arnigour.

Starting at 7.30pm in the 
village hall, a players young 
and old are welcome, with the 
emphasis being on fun.

Winners will bag a hatful 
of prizes, while the proceeds 
from the event will stay on the 
island and go towards local good 
causes. sfcollmored28

BASKING sharks have returned 
to the west coast of Scotland, 
with a group 20 spotted off the 
isle of Coll.

The Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust spotted the 
group between Clabbach and 
Gallanach, while another group 
of 20 was recorded in early June 
near Canna.

Four times as many basking 
sharks have been recorded in 
Gunna Sound between Coll 
and Tiree per hour of survey 
than anywhere else in the UK, 
making the area the best place to 

COLL

MORAR
A PUBLIC meeting to air issues 
surrounding littering and other 
problems at Tougal Beach at the 
Silver Sands of Morar is to be 
held in September.

It had been hoped to hold the 

ARISAIG
ARISAIG and District 
Community Council held its 
latest meeting in the Astley Hall 
on June 20.

Abridged minutes: Ms S 
Carstairs, of WestWheels Car 
Club, spoke on how the Scottish 
Government has put money 
towards rural car clubs, where 
cars are provided for the use of 
members. To join costs £10, then 
a £50 deposit needs to be paid. 
Costs for insurance, maintenance 
and servicing come out of this. 
There will be a trial run for six 
months, ending in October. It 
will continue if enough members 
have signed up to cover the 
general costs. After the trial 
period the costs will normally 
be £60 and £100. There are two 
cars in the system, which can 
be booked for £21 or £24 a day. 
There are also fuel costs. This 
is particularly useful for people 
on the Small Isles and Knoydart, 
who need to travel somewhere. 
It could be used by people from 
the Arisaig area too and may be 
more useful than being a two car 
family. Anyone interested should 
contact Susan Carstairs on 01687 
450327 or 07771 837 348.

The village map is now in 
place. The original painting will 
be framed and displayed in the 
Land, Sea and Islands Centre. 
A suggestion that a copy of the 
map should be placed in the 

station and postcards of the map 
produced will be followed up.

A meeting was held between 
the secretaries of Arisaig and 
District Community Council 
and Morar Community Council, 
when it was agreed that the 
new digital map produced by 
the Highland Council had got 
the boundary between the two 
community councils wrong 
at Camusdarach. A signed 
correction to the map will be 
sent to Highland Council to get 
the mistake sorted out.

Contractors have backed 
away from keeping the toilets 
open until September. Arisaig 
Community Trust is negotiating 
to take over responsibility. A 
letter from Mrs E MacEachen 
listed problems with the 
Traigh toilets and other aspects 
will need to be taken into 
consideration there. SEPA is also 
involved.
Reports: Mr MacDonald 
reported on his onsite meeting 
with Mr I MacLelland from 
TEC Services – banking at the 
Land, Sea and Islands Centre 
is stopping water from seeping 
away. Kerbing may alter this. 

Moving the road sign at Canon 
Gillies Place is on the list of 
works. Mr MacLelland saw no 
problem with siting recycle bins 
at Back of Keppoch, if the lorry 
comes from the Mallaig end. 
The piping at the Arisaig Hotel 
will be checked to stop further 

has caused more problems. 
Mr Kirkham reported that a 
further meeting will take place 
at Roshven on July 19 to discuss 

Mr Stewart, treasurer, 
reported the community council 
has £4,452 in funds at the 
moment, before payment for the 
village map.

Although some grass 
cutting has been done along the 
A830, it is not considered to be 
satisfactory and TranServ will be 
contacted. 

The community council 
welcomes comments on what can 
be done to improve community 
life. Please contact any member 
of the Community Council if 
you want a matter raised or come 
along to our monthly meeting at 
the Astley Hall. Next meeting: 
Monday September 19. 

meeting last month, but Morar 
Community Trust wants to 
ensure it has all the information 
and expert advice at hand to 
inform those attending.

DALMALLY

Violet McGrigor won two fi rst 
prizes with her Minorca eggs 
at the Royal Highland Show. 

The 10 year old from Dalmally 
hatched and bred the hen that 

laid them. Violet’s hen and 
cockerel were also in show in 

junior classes.

A LOCHALINE-based 
landscape architect has staged 
her debut art exhibition – in a 
Yorkshire lighthouse.

Fiona Weir, of Kinloch 
Cottage, and fellow landscape 
architect Harry Watkins, 
from London, mounted the 
‘Landtracks’ exhibition at Spurn 
Point Lighthouse after practising 
together in Suffolk.

They presented work created 
during a month-long project 
at Spurn to explore the unique 
sense of place and landscape 
character. 

Fiona said: ‘We have a shared 
philosophy that is grounded in a 
respect for place and character. 
Our interventions are set in deep 
research and understanding 
of the systems acting within a 
landscape and its users.’

Fiona Weir and Harry Watkins in 
Spurn Point Lighthouse on one 

of their works.

TIREE
THREE MacArthurs from Tiree 
High School won awards during the 
school’s sports day this year, taking 
full advantage of the glorious 
weather conditions.

Pupils from across the school’s 
campus competed in track and 

programme of traditional sports 
day fun, including the egg and 
spoon race and the sack race.

Senior pupils had unusual races 
of their own, with the skipping race 
proving a stern test of co-ordination 
as well as speed.

Christine MacArthur, 17, was the 
star performer, with the S6 pupil 
smashing a series of records to 
be named senior girls champion. 
Bruce Thomson was top of the 
senior boys’ section.

Another MacArthur, Jordan, 
no relation, won the junior boys 
championship, with Chloe Williams 
named best junior girl, while in the 
Primary sports section, Kirsteen 
MacKinnon was joined on the 
podium by Colin MacArthur, again, 
no relation.

A NEW website detailing historical 
place names on Tiree has been 
launched, helping anyone delve into 
the island’s rich past.

The website – thought to be 

together by Tiree’s historical centre, 
An Iodhlann, collating more than 
25 years of research into one, easy 

to search location.
Currently, the collection details 

over 300 place names for the island, 
dating back as far as the Iron Age.

Also shown are possible Norse 
names for various locations on the 
island. For example, Hynish has no 
fewer than 15 alternatives listed, 
such as An Snòig and Dìobadal.

The website has been put together 
by island doctor, John Holliday, 
who hopes the site will encourage 
further interaction with historians 
elsewhere.

He said: ‘Instead of just 
publishing a book, we decided 
to put the names on a website, 
working on the Wiki model, 
with the hope that people can 
correct errors and provide new 
information.

‘The intention always was to 
be more interactive and more 
collaborative.

‘Many of the names we’ve taken 
from Ordinance Survey maps, but 
we’ve expanded that considerably, 
including old names for houses, 

‘The names themselves are 
quite interesting and we’re hoping 
scholars will contribute to the 
information we have.

‘We don’t think anything like this 
has been done before, so we’re quite 
excited about it.’

The website can be found at 
tireeplacenames.org, while An 
Iodhlann’s website is at aniodhlann.
org.uk.

The 100m senior boys race was a 
closely fought aff air. t27tireesports2

Sportsmen to the end: Hugh 
MacKinnon and Jordan MacArthur link 
arms to fi nish together during the S4 
boys 200m race at Tiree High School’s 

sports day. t27tireesports5

Christine MacArthur powers her way 
to another win during last week’s 

games. t27tireesports1

Lochnell Primary School’s primary seven leavers and prizewinners gather for a fi nal photocall before 
starting at Oban High School in August.

LOCHNELL

PLANS are underway for a 
cycle path to be built between 
Dalmally Primary School and 
the new community centre in the 
village.

The idea has been warmly 
welcomed by community 
members, who see it is a safer 
route for children and elderly 
residents between Glenview and 
the community centre.

Primary school head teacher 
George Kay said: ‘It was the 
school’s idea to have the path 
because we have this tremendous 
new facility nearby.

‘The alternative is walking 
along the A85 main road on the 
pavement and the associated 
hazards with that.’

The 200-metre path would run 
from the school, past the new 
Glenview houses, and down 
to the community centre and 
would be suitable for cyclists and 
pedestrians.

The project is still in the 
negotiation stages and will cost 
an estimated £30,000. Half 
of this total has been secured 
through Sustrans and an 
application has gone to LEADER 
for the remaining costs. Argyll 
and Bute Council will also make 
a contribution.

THE NEXT meeting of 
Glenorchy and Innishail 

Community Council is 
scheduled to be held in the new 
Dalmally Community Centre 

met there.
The community centre opened 

on March 26 this year after 
months of delay. The meeting, 
on September 7 will also be the 
community council’s AGM.

LOCHALINE

CONNEL’S soup lunches have 
got off to an excellent start this 
summer. 

The lunches, on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during July and August, 
are run by a team of 15 volunteers 
from St Oran’s Church of Scotland 
and raise money for church funds. 

Organiser Agnes MacPhee said: 

‘It’s been busier than we ever 
thought it would be. Usually it 
starts a bit slowly, but this year 
we’ve been packed out.’

She added the lunches, with 
soup, rolls and delicious home-
baking, attract a mix of villagers 
and holidaymakers, as well as 
occasionally groups.

CONNEL

Newsdesk 01631 568000

LOCHEARNHEAD
BALQUHIDDER, 
Lochearnhead and Strathyre 
Community Council’s next 
meeting will be at Lochearnhead 
Village Hall today (Thursday) at 
7.30pm.

THE ROSS of Mull’s biggest social event of the year is only 
weeks away and the committee members are hard at work 
making sure everything is ready for Friday, August 5.  

Schedules for all sections are widely available and a good entry 

This year Mr B Dixon of Kilmartin will be judging the Blackface 
Sheep while the task of judging the other sheep falls to Mr W 
Napier of Barcaldine.  

Mr I MacInnes of Tiree will be judging the cattle and Mrs B 
Coulson of Carsaig is judging the horse and pony classes.

In the tents will be a display of all the best that the Ross has to 
offer in horticulture and crafts. 

One of the most popular events of the day is the open dog show 
which will be judged by Mr P Chauvet of Pennyghael. 

There will be plenty to keep crowds, both young and old, 

By popular demand Mark Wylie and his Drakes of Hazard 
make a welcome return. There will be a cross country race for 
adults and children with cash prizes as well as fun games for 
younger children. 

The ladies tug o’ war competition is always hotly contested and 
there will be a chance to try your luck at tossing the sheaf. 

No need to bring a picnic as there is always a great selection of 
local food available as well as the popular beer tent.  An excellent 
selection of local crafts and produce will be available to buy.

Bunessan Show is the ideal opportunity to catch up with old 
friends and to make new ones.

and dancing to ‘Pneumatic Drills’.

A DAY in the Sun, hopefully, will make for another memorable 
day at the Uisken Games on the Ross of Mull.

Ronnie Campbell, who is a fundraiser for the RNLI.
‘It is always a great day. Uisken Games are held on the last 

Sunday in July. This year that means Sunday July 31.’
All donations on the day will be given to the RNLI. Everyone 

is welcome.

POST master Sandy Brunton has clipped his last ferry card as 
he and wife Jane set off for a life of volunteering and Gaelic 
language.

hardware food and gift shop for the last 25 years.
As Sandy explains, they built the business up from a derelict 

shop. He said: ‘We bought the premises in 1986, our accountant 

pull the place together. 

little bit of help from my family.’
Sandy says that he and Jane, who are nowhere near retirement 

age, have a few holidays to catch up on.

before returning to Fionnphort, where they plan to stay, to 
continue with the extensive voluntary work they are involved 
with. Jane will be continuing with her Gaelic language lessons at 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

The couple are handing over the keys of the business to  
Rhona and Alan Lindsay, formally of Tillicoultry. Rhona was 

joiner. 
Rhona said: ‘We are looking forward to the challenge of the 

business. Because of Alan’s experience he has good advice to 
anyone who is using the hardware store.’

The couple hope to build a house on the island.  

Sunday, August 7 at 
Lagganulva from 2pm.

are hoping to have a variety of fun activities which could 
include: piping, Highland dancing, sheep-shearing, wood carving 
demonstration, crook-making, working dog, demonstration, 
tug of war, Prattley competition  and a professional children’s 
entertainer (as seen on CBBC).

There will be stalls offering some of best baking on the planet 
and also plenty of mouth-watering local food on offer. 

out the latest details on the celebrations go to www.uscaevents.
co.uk.

A POP- UP cafe is proving to be a big hit with visitors and local 
alike as it moves to a regular date on the last Saturday of every 
month.

The Community Out and About Project (COAB) is a trial 
scheme, started by volunteers after the withdrawal of funding for 
the Better Neighbourhood Scheme on the Ross of Mull. 

The project runs a cafe once a month to raise funds and with 
the money promotes activities to support the local ageing 
community.

Dianne Farley, one of the organisers, said: ‘The COAB’s main 
aim is to continue and build on the good work of the original 
scheme to help support those in the community who would 

‘At the moment, we do this by providing transport to 
appointments, lunch clubs, shops, social visits, events and by 
running a café once a month. The project is for everyone on the 
Ross. 

‘We have been well supported by tourists and locals alike.’
All the money raised at each cafe goes towards the costs of the 

next café and to pay the on-going mileage costs for the COAB 
project. More than 200 volunteer hours donated and 400 miles 
have been travelled over the past three months to get the project 
off the ground.    

It is hoped that through the support and help of the community, 

begin to build surplus funds.  
All money raised will be used to help expand the service and for 

other community ideas such as a local notice board. 

PENNYGHAEL Community Development Association (PCDA) 
is the new name for the organisation that runs the hall and works 
within the community.

The change comes after islanders on Mull decided that the 
former two organisations – Pennyghael Community Association 
and Pennyghael Development Association were broadly similar 
and should be brought under one umbrella organisation.

Pennyghael Community Association (PCA) had been primarily 
concerned with running community events at the community 
hall. 

Pennyghael Development Association (PDA) was formed to 
secure the future of the Old School in Pennyghael, which is now 
the community hall.

Sue Morgan, chairwoman, said: ‘We were two committees and 
we are so few people so we decided to form the PCDA.

‘We will continue almost in the same way – at the moment we 

different person takes over the running for that month. Each time 
there is a different theme.

‘Until we upgrade the kitchen and some of the facilities we are 
not able to do much more in the community centre at the moment. 

funders for the work we would like to do and undertaking a 
feasibility study. We have also appointed an architect.’

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

To enter, simply answer this question
In which west Highland town will the 2011 SPEA FIM Trial 
World Championships take place? 
a) Oban    b) Fort William       c) Campbeltown

call 0901 293 0451
or text WMSPEA28 followed by a space, your answer, name and town to 88010.  
Lines open Wednesday July 13 at 6pm and close midnight Tuesday July 19 2011.  

WIN
£99

Terms and conditions: Calls cost £1.02 from a BT landline. Other networks will vary and calls from mobiles will cost considerably more. Text 
messages cost £1.02 plus one message at standard network rate.  Entries made after the closing date will not be counted but may still be 
charged.  Entrants must be 16 or over and have the bill payer’s permission.  The winner will be contacted via telephone. The prize is as 
stated. No cash alternative. Winners will be chosen at random. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and their name may appear 
in a Wyvex Media publication. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.  

On Saturday July 30 and Sunday July 31 
sixty of the most skillful motorcycle trials rid-

will descend on Nevis Range, Fort William, 
for the UK leg of the 2011 SPEA FIM Trial 
World Championship, the most important 
motorcycle trial competition series on the 
international calendar.  Spectators will wit-
ness the World’s best riders as they battle 
for 2011 World titles and entertainment 
over the weekend including stunt displays, 
an autograph session and mountain bike 
race. Visit www.ukworldtrial.com.

The Oban Times has a pair of weekend 
platinum VIP tickets to giveaway to one 
lucky reader which include access to the 
event both days, two day gondola passes, 
hospitality in the VIP area, VIP seating area 
on the viewing stand, a complimentary 
programme and VIP parking – worth £99 

a pair of standard weekend adult tickets, 
including gondola pass, worth £25 each. 

each

PLATINUM VIP 
TICKETS WORTH
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KILLIN Agricultural Show 
is revving up for its show at 
Breadalbane Park next month, 
when there will be a large motor 
bike display and vintage tractor 
show.

Starting up at 10am on 
Saturday, August 21, there 
will be a host of activities and 
attractions on offer. 

The motor bike display, by 
the Lanarkshire Motorcycle 
Club and the Bob MacGregor 
Trials Academy, will bring a 
spectacular edge to proceedings, 
while the sheep shearing 
demonstration will no doubt 

Pupils from Lochaber High School celebrated the end of the school year with a week-long trip to 
Paris.During their stay in the French capital, the 109 youngsters and teachers visited the Eiff el Tower, 
Sacre Coeur, Montmartre, The Arc de Triomphe, The Lourve and took in a night time cruise down the 
River Seine. The last day in Paris was one many of the pupils had been looking forward to – a trip to 
Disneyland Paris. The group took in a lunchtime trip to the Belgian city Bruges on their way back to 

Scotland.

PARENTS and staff of 
Macdiarmid Nursery recently 
organised an 11-mile sponsored 
walk to raise funds for the 
nursery and for Special Care 
Baby Unit (SCBU) at Raigmore 
Hospital. 

Parents Donna and Andrew 
Long have a son attending 

the nursery and in January 
their second child was born 
prematurely. 

But happily, after a few weeks 
of fantastic care in SCBU, their 
daughter was ready to go home. 

Just under 40 walkers took part 
in the walk to raise  £547.89 for 
the nursery and  £1,828.40 for 
the SCBU.

The organisers would like to 
thank all those who prepared 

took part in the walk and gave 
sponsorship.

SKEABOST

STRATH of Appin Primary 
School’s new Adventure Club 
has been running for a few 
weeks through Stramash-trained 
volunteers, with support from 
Stramash staff.

The club provides an 
opportunity for children to 
explore and get to know their 
local outdoor environment 

through a variety of child-led 
free play and structured activity 
sessions. The club provides 
adventurous, creative and 
exciting opportunities, where 
children can develop new 

strengthen friendships and build 
a connection with their local 
outdoor spaces. Activities so 
far have included den-building, 
cycling, outdoor cooking, beach 
wildlife exploring, canoeing, and 
bog hopping. The children and 
volunteers have been having a 
fantastic time - regardless of the 
weather.

Members of the Appin Adventure Club.

STRATH OF APPIN

Children enjoy new adventure club fun

Walk raises funds for baby care unit

KNOYDART
KNOYDART residents 
celebrated the completion of 
three new affordale homes for 
rent last Wednesday.

Knoydart Foundation 
development manager Angela 
Williams said the the properties, 
two in Inverie and one in Airor 
and funded through the Scottish 
Government’s Rural Homes 
for Rent scheme, were ‘hugely 
important’ helping retain young 
people on Knoydart who might 
otherwise had to leave. 

LEADER, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, the Knoydart 
Foundation, the Highland 
Housing Alliance Charitable 
Trust and Community Energy 
Scotland funded sewage and 
water services upgrades and 
solar panels.

PLOCKTON and District Com-
munity Council met in Plockton 
Hall on June 20. This was their 
AGM so the treasurer’s report 
was passed. However, there was 

as the present council ends in 
October, but the chairman gave a 
report on the past year.

Among items discussed were:
Roads - a major improve-

ment to the road through 
Duirinish promised in the last 

done.
Streetlighting - lights were 

required at the new houses at 
Burnside and at the access from 
the houses but funding was 
proving a problem.

Car park toilets - Highland 
Council promise of selling them 
to the Plockton Harbour CC is 
taking a long time due to red 
tape.

Road closure - a water 
pipe from Plockton to Achmore 
starting on July 14 will result in 
road closures.

Harbour street parking - no 
obvious solution for this problem 

stopping campervans parking on 
the street.

Duncraig Castle - the 
owners of the castle hope to 
build two houses for their staff 
beside the road which leads to 
the railway halt.

The next and possibly last 
meeting of the council will be on 
September 5 in Plockton hall.

Elsewhere, Johanna Maclean, 
of 7 Ceann an Uib, Plockton 
grows plants every year and sells 
them in aid of Blythswood. This 
year she raised more than £700.

Plockton and District 
Horticultural and Arts and 
Crafts Society held afternoon 
teas at the garden party in 
Duncraig Castle grounds on June 
18 and raised over £800 which 
was shared between Macmillan 
Cancer Care, Marie Curie and 
Highland Hospice.

Weather at Plockton during 
June saw rain on 24 days 
totalling four inches, warmest 
day was 21C and coldest 3.5C.

About 30 yachts from the 
Royal Highland Yacht Club in 
Oban visited Plockton on June 
29.  This meant there were over 
60 yachts in the harbour making 
quite an impressive sight. 70 
sailors from the Oban yachts 
held a supper and dance in 
Plockton Hall to music by the 

PLOCKTON

Cast Ewe Ceilidh Band. The 
club previously visited Plockton 
for their 25 year celebrations in 
2006.

LISMORE
AS A farewell to the school 
year Lismore primary pupils 
performed their award winning 
play “The Fisherman’s Wife” to 
a large appreciative audience in 
the school. 

It was clear from the amusing 
and polished performance 
why the children had won two 
cups at the Lorn drama festival 
earlier in the year and head 
teacher Catherine Davies took 
the opportunity to present them 
to the cast. She also presented 

children and congratulated them 
on their year’s work. 

She said it was hard to believe 

Lismore Primary School was 
over and invited everyone to 
support the school by attending 
the Family Fun Ceilidh which 
the Parent Council will be 
running on July 30 from 7-10pm. 

DESPITE very short notice there 
was a reasonable turn out for a 
recent ceilidh in the hall  when 
a group of musicians led by 
Sandy Brechin from Edinburgh, 
one of the greatest exponents 
of the Scottish accordion not 
just in Scotland but world wide, 
dropped in to Lismore and 
offered to perform. With them 
was the equally famous Gaelic 
singer Brian OhEadhra who 
is originally from Ireland and 
now lives in Inverness. He is an 
acclaimed singer and songwriter 
who has recorded and played 
with many great acoustic and 
traditional Irish and Scottish 
artists. There was a chance too 
for locals to join in and Katie 
Crossan, Freda Drysdale, and 
Sarah Campbell sang. After the 
break the tables were cleared 
for a few dances bringing a 
memorable evening to an end.

LISMORE Community 
Transport has been wound up 
but thanks to Argyll and Bute 
there will still be a ‘Granny Bus’ 
as it has gifted the vehicle used 
by the now defunct Staying Put 
Project which will take over the 

service. The bus is for anyone 
over 75 as well as those with 
mobility problems. The service 
will be run by volunteers and it 
is hoped that they will be able 
to make a visit to Oban at least 
once a month as well as offering 
runs to the shop, the café, the 
Museum etc. The committee is 
also looking not only for more 
volunteer drivers but also for 

‘Granny Bus’, front, left to right: Shaun Davidson, Argyll and Bute, 
Reta Carmichael, Mairi Smith and Marjorie MacDonald, users, 

and Councillor Elaine Robertson. Back: volunteer drivers Julian 
Wormleighton and Freda Drysdale. 

School pupils celebrate with Paris trip

sponsors to help with the cost of 
the service which will not be free 
but, at £1 per run, will not be 
prohibitive either. Speaking for 
the committee Freda Drysdale 
said they were grateful to Argyll 
and Bute for gifting the vehicle 
and to the great support offered 
by all the volunteers as well as 
the church and the Kirk Session. 
It was a very good day for the 
island’s seniors when Shaun 
Davidson visited to hand over 
the keys and Councillor Elaine 
Robertson, who did so much 
to secure the very popular and 
successful Staying Put project, 
wished them well.

Mull Lines

WEST ARDNAMURCHAN
WEST Ardnamurchan Community 
Council met in Kilchoan recently, with 
six councillors and four members of 
the community in attendance. 
The following issues were discussed: 

WACC will meet NHS Highland 
and the Scottish Ambulance Service 
on August 8 to discuss the future of 
999 medical emergency provision. 

This follows the news in last week’s 
Oban Times report of the First 
Responders resignation in protest to 
SAS policies.

 WACC plans to send a 
representative to an open event 
following the Scottish Cabinet’s 
meeting in Fort William on July 28 
to ask a question about the nursing 
dispute.

 Lochaber Housing Association 
chief executive Blair Allan spoke 
about future housing developments in 
the area, including plans to build two 
affordable rent homes on land next to 
Queen’s Cottage, ideas for funding 
the building of houses for key workers 
such as nurses, teachers and workers 
on the estate and ideas for working 
with major local employers to develop 
new housing.

 Passenger numbers on the 
Kilchoan-Tobermory ferry dropped 

community councillor highlighting 
high prices. 

Caledonian MacBrayne denied this 
pricing was an issue.

The next WACC meeting will be 
Monday August 8. 

CAMUSCROSS
AN OLD TV mast and relay station, 
which provided Sleat with good TV 
reception for 25 years, has been 
removed from Ard-Ghunnail, a small 
hill overlooking Camuscross.

Local man, retired scientist Dr Peter 
Barham, designed the station in 1985 
to bounce the strong TV signal from 
Mallaig direct to local homes – but the 

advent of digital TV had rendered it 
redundant. 

Camuscross and Duisdale Initiative 

The Oban Times: ‘The land is in the 
process of being restored to its natural 
state and remaining building materials 
are being removed – although it is 

AFTER almost 40 years at the front desk, Marlyn Finnigan is 
hanging up her shorthand pad in favour of gardening gloves. 

his own house. She moved with the practice to Breadalbane Street 

many changes from using a basic typewriter to the introduction 
of a computerised system and just this week has overseen the 
introduction of a whole new computer system. During her time 
at the surgery  Marlyn has worked with Dr Clegg, Dr Jack, Dr 
Parson, Dr Linnemann and Dr Adie.

She has been here far longer than any other member of staff 
who wonder how they will manage without her but after three 

deserved her retirement.
Everyone at Tobermory Surgery wishes her well and it is hoped 

that she won’t be too busy being a lady of leisure to be able to 
come back as relief receptionist from time to time. 

FROM Asheville, North Carolina, Dana and Susan Robinson 
are bringing their own exciting blend of southern Appalachian 
mountain music to An Tobar on Mull. 

playing and harmony singing they bring a deep understanding of 
America’s musical heritage and a joyful energy to their concerts. 

The couple will be playing on Friday, July 15, call 01688 302211 
for more details. 

PONTOONS in Tobermory have been extended. 
The Tobermory Harbour Association (THA) has added four 

The new sections provide an additional 10 berths. These berths 
will assist larger charter boats and larger yachts. Two 12-meter 

sections north to give a clear 50 meters long berthing area. 
Extending the hammerhead north also provides protection to the 
rest of the pontoons from moderate southerly winds. 

THA’s Brian Swinbanks said: ‘The south leg extension is the 

which will eventually deliver additionally pontoon protection 

breakwater will provide berthing for small ferries, commercial 

Ashore the THA will add a new, straight, low gradient slip, plus 
additional boat parking and servicing areas. THA will further 
demonstrate the community’s commitment to protect the marine 
environment by adding facilities to collect antifouling waste 
when boats are cleaned.’ 

WINDY Island Days are hosting a guided tour and information 
day for anyone interested in learning about the wind turbines and 
energy systems at Dail An Inbhire, Kintra.

The event will rake place from 10am. An entry fee is payable.

KILLIN

baby competition will be held, 
before the day’s proceedings 
are rounded up with a dog show 
featuring collies, gun dogs and 
other pets.

The entertainment doesn’t 
end there though. Prior to and 
during the show, there will be a 
show of crafts, baking produce, 
horticulture and an SWRI 
competition at the McLaren Hall, 
from Friday, August 20 6-8pm 
and Saturday from 11am-4pm, 
with produce sold by auction at 
4.15pm.

The day will be closed in style 
with a marquee dance at the 
McLaren Hall on the Saturday 
from 9.30pm.

INVERLOCHY
AN AWARD-winning banner 
designed pupils from Inverlochy 
Primary School which they hope will 
encourage local people to recycle their 
rubbish has been unveiled. 

The P3/4 children’s mural won a 
competition run by Highland Council’s 
Waste Aware Team, with 55 schools 
submitting a total of 119 entries.

The sign is on display at the council 
recycling centre at Claggan, Fort 
William, where the children are to 
unveil their winning entry today 
(Thursday).

The mural depicts ‘compost cow’ 
surrounded by a number of pictures 
drawn by the children of recyclable 
items, with a view of Ben Nevis as a 
backdrop.

Head teacher Ainsley Burns told The 
Oban Times the kids were ‘delighted’ 

to win the contest. She said: ‘It’s part 
of the wider work we are doing with 
the eco-schools, and its very much 
a part of what the kids have been 
working on.’

TEC Services Committee chairman 
Councillor John Laing was on the 
judging panel and said was very 
impressed with the high standard of 
artwork produced by all the pupils who 
took part.  He said: ‘It was obvious 
that a lot of hard work and thought 
had gone into all the designs which 
made my job as one of the judges 

see our young people are so aware 
of important recycling issues. The 
mural banners will help to remind us 
all to make full use of the wide range 
of waste recycling facilities at our 
network of recycling centres.’ 

ABERFELDY
ABERFELDY-based 
Breadalbane Cricket Club will be 
sporting new shirts next season 
after signing a deal with Boom 
Boom Cricket – becoming the 

with the brand.
The club has also secured a 

new shirt sponsor for the 2011 
season, the Port-Na-Craig Inn 
and Restaurant in Pitlochry.

AKG Homes will become 
associate shirt sponsor, with the 

sleeves, while Taymouth Castle 

junior match-shirt suppliers.

KILCHRENAN

AVICH and Kilchrenan 
Community Council, which has 
not held a meeting
since November of last year, 

village hall on Tuesday of last 
week.

Topics discussed included:
The Timber Haul Route to 

centre of Kilchrenan, thus 
avoiding the school entrance 
and  the village hall.

Unfortunately, there is a 
hold-up in the building of this 
route due to the detail involved 
in the construction of the 
Carraig Gheal windfarm. Prior 
to commencement of the road 
construction on the site, an 

plan has to be obtained from the 
planning authority following 
consultation with the trunk roads 
authority and Strathclyde
Constabulary. So far, Avich & 
Kilchrenan Community Council, 
as a statutory body, has not been 
consulted. Councillor Robertson 
informed the meeting that 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
been trying to arrange a meeting 
with Green Power - the energy 
company responsible for Carraig
Gheal windfarm - for the last 
eighteen months, but to no avail.

There are now two routes 
being built in the forest; one for 

There is also another hold-up. 
Due to the routes being close 
to golden eagle territory, no 
construction of a section of the 
track and no use of the track as 
a timber haul route can occur 
between the breeding season 
- February to August inclusive.

Roadworks on A85: Councillor 
Robertson said that the area 
committee had written to
TransServ to say that the closure 
of this road during the summer 
was unacceptable, although 
they would welcome road 
improvements. 

At the time of the meeting, 
Councillor Robertson said 
they had, as yet, no response 
from TransServ.Drainage at 
Kilchrenan Primary School 

wet weather, it is impossible for 
the schoolchildren to play in the 

boggy and requires some
form of drainage. Niall 
MacLeod, member of the 
community council,
said he would investigate this.

On the subject of the school, Mr 
MacLeod, who is also chairman
of the school board, said that 
there was some concern about 
the children having to walk 
along the B845 to the village 
hall, for their PE lessons. He said 
that if a bridge was built over the 
Kilchrenan burn, the children 
would have no need to walk this 
route but could leave the school 

bridge and into the village hall. 
It was pointed out to him 

by a Forestry Commission 
representative that the cost of 
a bridge would probably cost 
around £50,000. The previous
secretary of the community 
council also reminded him that 
this subject had been brought to 
the council’s attention years ago 
and had been rejected by Argyll 
and Bute Council, due to health 
and safety. 

Mr MacLeod said that he 
would pursue the matter with the 
planning department.

Local Plan: The Local Plan 
was discussed and it was decided 
to hold a public meeting on July 
12 to enable residents to ask 
questions and complete
a questionnaire. This has to be 
completed by July 17 and does 
not give residents much time to 
do this.

Forestry: Questions were asked 
about fallen telephone cables 
near trees. Rod Watts, Forestry 
Commission representative said 
that BT are responsible for this.
Carraig Gheal Windfarm 
Community Fund: The meeting 
was informed that, once again, 
Green Power, the energy
company responsible for this, 
will not answer any questions.

The next community council 
meeting will be held in Dalavich
Community Hall on Tuesday 
August 30 at 7.30pm.

TARBERT
THE FIRST Tarbert ‘World’ 
Championship oyster shucking 
contest took place Cafebarge as 
part of the annual Tarbert, Loch 
Fyne, Seafood Festival.

There were many entries, from 
both locals and visitors. 

The winners of the contest 
were Ryan Glen, from Tarbert, 
and novice, Clair Weaver, who 
was visiting from Lincolnshire 
in England.

‘There was a fantastic turnout’, 

of Cafebarge. 
‘The competition was very 

close but we decided to award 

one for best effort.’
The winners received 

a voucher for tapas and a 
complimentary bottle of wine 
on Cafebarge, plus a CD by 
local musician John Dyson, who 
compered the contest. 

The oysters were donated 
by Prentice Seafoods, Tarbert. 
All proceeds will go to Tarbert 
Seafood Festival funds which 
will help guarantee the 
continuing success of this 
important, long-running local 
food festival. 

GLENORCHY
MEMBERS of Glenorchy 
Parish Kirk have urged the local 
community to attend a special 
service to commemorate the 
church’s 200th anniversary.

Guest preacher will be Church 
of Scotland Moderator, Very 
Rev David Arnott, who will also 
carry out the dedication of a 
banner made by members of the 
community.

ARDCHATTAN
ARDCHATTAN Community 
Council will hold its next 
meeting on Tuesday July 19 at 
7.30pm. 

The venue will be the MRC 
centre at Barcaldine. 

BENDERLOCH
PLANNERS are currently 
considering three separate 
planning applications for houses 
at Letterwalton, Benderloch. 

The applications, for planning 
permission in principle, are for 
sites north east, south east and 
south of Letterwalton Lodge. 

A reception will be held after 
the ceremony, which takes place 
on July 22.

Scottish Crofting Federation delegates and Highland cattle 
keepers Morag MacKenzie (left), from Duirinish in Lochalsh, and 
Ena Macdonald from North Uist met with kindred spirits at the 
recent Terra Madre indigenous peoples’ conference in Sweden. 

The Highlands and Islands duo are pictured with pastoralist 
women fi ghting to maintain traditional agricultural practices in 

India, where Western-introduced breeds and cereals have depleted 
soils and impoverished the peasantry through an over-reliance on 

expensive fertilisers and pesticides.

We have five Elemis Anti-Ageing Collec-
tions worth £96 up for grabs!

Elemis the leading British skincare and 
spa brand have teamed up with The Oban 
Times to offer five lucky readers the chance 
to win an Elemis Anti-Ageing Cleansing 
Collection, a complete advanced cleansing 
system designed to achieve professional 

results at home. This gorgeous collection in-
cludes award winning Pro-Radiance Cream 
Cleanser, Soothing Apricot Toner, Papaya 
Enzyme Peel, Pro-Collagen Marine Cream, 
plus a gorgeous luxury wash bag and 100% 
cotton cleansing mitt. 

Visit www.elemis.com or purchase prod-
ucts at www.timetospa.co.uk. 

To enter, simply answer this question
The Elemis anti-ageing cleansing collection includes a 
gorgeous soothing toner. Which fruit is it associated with?
a) Apricot     b) Peach      c) Plum

call 0901 293 0450
or text WM28 followed by a space, your answer, name and town to 88010.  
Lines open Wednesday July 13 at 6pm and close midnight Tuesday July 19 2011.  

WIN
£96

Terms and conditions: Calls cost £1.02 from a BT landline. Other networks will vary and calls from mobiles will cost considerably more. Text 
messages cost £1.02 plus one message at standard network rate.  Entries made after the closing date will not be counted but may still be 
charged.  Entrants must be 16 or over and have the bill payer’s permission.  The winner will be contacted via telephone. The prize is as 
stated. No cash alternative. Winners will be chosen at random. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and their name may appear 
in a Wyvex Media publication. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.  

5 Elemis 
Anti-Ageing
sets worth each
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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Piping Live 2011
THE EIGHTH Piping Live 
Festival will take place in 
Glasgow week beginning 
Monday August 8 and with 170 
events scheduled I will list as 
many of the highlights as I can 
over the coming weeks.  

Each evening there is at least 
one major concert and these are 
as follows:

Monday August 8: Opening 
Concert - pipes and strings 
- with Finlay MacDonald/ 
Chris Stout and Mr McFall’s 
Chamber in the Strathclyde 
Suite.

Tuesday is the ever popular 
quartet competition which 
this year will feature eight 
bands instead of six and will 
be in the Strathclyde Suite. 
This year’s bands are current 
World Champions St Laurence 
O’Toole, Scottish Power, 78 
Frasers, Manawatu, Strathclyde 
Police, Inveraray and District, 
Lothian and Borders Police 
and the Spirit of Scotland Pipe 
Band.

On Wednesday in the 
National Piping Centre, Oran 
nam Piobairean will feature 
Armagh Piper’s Club, Brian 
O h’Eadhra, Calum Stewart 
and Manran while in the Royal 
Concert Hall the Scottish 
Power Pipe Band, in a concert 
sponsored by the Phoenix 
Honda Glasgow Skye Pipe 
Band, promise an evening with 
a difference which will also 
feature a 25-strong orchestra.

Thursday in the Strathclyde 
Suite features Anxo Lorenzo 
and Fred Morrison in an 
international piping concert 
while in the SECC Lomond and 
Clyde Pipe Band will be joined 
by Simon Fraser University 
and St Laurence O’Toole Pipe 
bands. Concerts on Friday and 
Saturday will take place in 
the Old Fruitmarket with the 
Friday being the Red Hot Chilli 
Pipers and Rura while the 
following evening at the After 
World’s Shindig the bands 
will be the Angus Nicolson 
Trio, Fiddler’s Bid and Lunasa. 
For more details visit www.
pipinglive.co.uk. 

Loch Lomond 
Highland Games
STARTED in 1967 in an 
attempt to stimulate the 
local economy the Lomond 
Highland Games are now rated 
in the top three of such events 
in the country.  

The games feature all the 
usual events including piping, 
bands and solo, heavyweight 
athletics and dancing and are 
the only games which have a 
Triathlon, swimming, cycling 
and running. 

Organisers will be hoping for, 
despite the unsettled weather 
over the past two months, 
similar sunny weather to 
that experienced in Glasgow  
during the past couple of 
weekends.

Ceol’s Craic
IF YOU have an interest 
in drama and would like to 
develop your work, Ceol’s 

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Craic are looking to provide 
performance opportunities to 

Examples of the work they 
are looking for include a new 
script, a stand up routine, a 
short sketch, a monologue, 
reading from an established 
Gaelic play, rehearsing a new 
translation or even dusting 
down the cobwebs of an 
established play. Ceol’s Craic 
is the social hub for the Gaelic 
Arts and meets in the CCA on 
Sauchiehall Street monthly. 
It has varied programmes 

workshops, conversation cafes 
and live contemporary Gaelic 
music.  

The new season begins on 
September 10 and expressions 
of interest will be welcome 
from performers of all levels.  
More information is available 
at info@ceolscraic.co.uk.

Edinburgh Festival 
Fringe
FOR THOSE interested 
in traditional music, the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, 
which starts on August 5 
and runs until the start of 
September, showcases many of 
our top musicians.  

For example, the following 
are included in the programme 
which takes place at various 
venues in and around the 

Cunningham and Ali Bain, 
Treacherous Orchestra, 
Manran, Wolfstone, Daimh, 
Peatbog Faeries, Poozies, Red 
Hot Chilli Pipers, Skerryvore, 
Capercaille, Eddie Reader, 
Blazin’Fiddles, Shooglenifty, 
Whistlebinkies, Chris Stout/ 
Catriona MacDonald, Fiona 
Hunter/ Mike Vass and Sandy 
Brechin. The full programme 
is available on www.edfringe.
com.

Diary dates
Thursday July 14: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm - Dana and Susan 
Robinson.
Wednesday July 20: Summer 
ceilidh, Tolbooth, Stirling, 
8pm.
Thursday July 21: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm.
Saturday July 23: Edinburgh 
Argyll Association ceilidh, St 
John’s Episcopal Church Hall, 
Lothian Road, Edinburgh, 
7.30pm.

Pub scene
APOLOGIES for the error in 
last week’s letter concerning 
the music in the Park Bar 
when I intimated that the 
music would be provided by 
those who will be there this 
week; Willie Cameron with 
Martin Pottinger on Friday; 
Islay MacTaggart and Donald 
MacIntosh on Saturday and the 
Burns Brothers on Sunday.  

This weekend in the Islay 
Inn it will be Crooked Reel 
on Friday and Black Velvet on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Justice at last?
ALL OF us must be grateful to 
the current Defence Secretary, 
Dr Liam Fox, for keeping the 
promise he made while in 
opposition.

He pledged if he became a 
government minister he would 
urge his colleagues to appoint 
a Scottish judge to investigate 
what really happened when a 
Chinook helicopter crashed on 
the Mull of Kintyre in 1994 
with the loss of 29 lives. 

Just after he became 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
Deputy Prime Minister Nick 
Clegg appointed retired 
Court of Session judge Lord 
Philip to investigate what 
caused the Chinook to crash 
and whether the two pilots, 

for negligence, despite the 
opposite view being taken by 
every other inquiry, were at 
fault. As expected, Lord Philip 
has reached the conclusion that 
they were not to blame and that 
their names should be cleared.
Even after painstaking sifting 
of all the evidence by Lord 
Philip, top brass at the RAF 
still maintain that the dismissal 
of the verdict of negligence is 
wrong because two of its senior 

names of the two pilots should 

Their view is now supported 
by another of their rank, 
despite new evidence being 
led at the judicial review 
which endorsed their 
blameless conduct. Lord Philip 
himself indicated that he 
was unhappy that the entire 
Scottish investigation had 
been dismissed and replaced 
by the decision of two senior 

were more affected by service 
loyalty than judicial expertise 
to get to the root of the crash. 

Had he sided with the RAF 
top brass, all of us who felt 
the pilots were not to blame 
might unwillingly have had to 

had been right. But he has 
most emphatically stated the 
original inquiries in Scotland 
reached the correct conclusions 

wrong in their conclusions as 
there was ample evidence that 
the Chinook helicopter was 
defective and known to be 
so from ‘near misses’ in the 
preceding months. It remains 
for Dr Fox to report to the 
House of Commons that he 
accepts the Report by Lord 
Philip and that the records 
should be altered to show that 
the crash in thick fog on the 
Mull of Kintyre was caused by 
‘aircraft error’.

This step will open another 
can of worms, not least 
of which is who is now 
responsible for the millions 
of pounds of compensation 
due to the families of all who 
perished, and the form of 
words to be used to clear the 
names of Flight Lieutenants 

THA AINMHIDHEAN a’ sabaid nam measg fhèin sònraichte 
nimheil agus cha tig gèilleadh gun fhuil agus glè thric le bàs!   
Nuair a thèid pàipearan-naidheachd an ugannan a chèile, tha 
cùisean pailt cho borb!

Tha sinn gu math cleachdte ri bhith a’ faicinn is a’ cluinntinn 
nam pàipearan-naidheachd mòra a’ dol an sàs ann an sgeulachdan 
mu bheatha dhaoine de gach seòrsa agus aig amannan, tha na 
h-ionnsaighean sin glè phearsanta agus goirt. Chan eil teagamh 
nach eil aire is sgrùdadh poblach a’ leantainn cuid de dhreuchdan 
agus tha na daoine a roghnaicheas a bhith an sàs ann an saoghal 
poblach a’ tuigsinn gur ann mar sin a tha.  Tha daoine eile ann, 
leithid feadhainn a bhios a’ toirt beòshlaint à saoghal spòrs, ciùil 
neo ealain, far am bheil aithne a’ mhòr-shluaigh cudromach mar 
phàirt den mhargaideachd a ghleidheas an cuid dhreuchdan.

Ach tha fìor chiall a’ chòir a th’aig a’ mhòr-shluagh air 

phàipearan a’ tarraing gu math cruaidh agus gu math tàireil air 
beatha phrìobhaideach dhaoine cumanta. Agus a rèir coltais, 
cha robh mòran ann a ghabhadh dèanamh oir cha robh iad a’ 
cronachadh a chèile. Gu ruige seo!

a-mhàin ri farchluais mì-laghail air fònaichean ach cuideachd a’ 
dubhadh às theachdaireachdan gus am biodh cothrom èisteachd 
ri tuilleadh, chaidh na “coin” ma sgaoil le cop orra uile a’ 
feuchainn air sgòrnan a’ phàipeir seo agus News International.  
Aig àm sgrìobhaidh seo is gun an ùpraid ach a’ tòiseachadh, tha 
an ìmpireachd aig Murdoch mar-thà air buille mhòr fhulang is 
News of the World a’ dùnadh!.  Tha e doirbh tomhas càit’ an 
crìochnaich seo uile agus cò mheud eile dh’fhuilingeas  ach ‘s 
neònach cuideachd mura tèid srian a theannachadh air dòigh 
obrach nam pàipearan as an fharsaingeachd is cuid, ann an 
saoghal nam poilitigs gu sònraichte, a’ gabhail cothrom air 
dìoghaltas fhaotainn. 

ach, air an làimh eile, chanadh cuid gun deach cus brath a 
ghabhail air an t-saorsa agus gun tug na pàipearan seo orra fhèin. 
Agus cha ghabhainn iongnadh sam bith ged a bhiodh duine 
neo dithis gan ìobairt mar “eisimpleir” air cho cogaiseach ‘s a 
tha luchd-riaghlaidh phàipearan an aghaidh chleachdaidhean 
mì-laghail! 

AS I WRITE, a media ‘pack’, in full cry, has effectively brought 
down the News of the World. After years of complacency, while 
some papers frequently and unjustly infringed personal privacy, 
some of the roars of indignation at the alleged actions of the 
News of the World sound decidedly hollow.

News International has already suffered, and some of our 
cherished freedom of the press may be lost, but it must be said 
that the press brought this on itself and self-regulation has 
obviously failed.  As the “pack hunt” continues it would not 

outraged innocence of owners! 
Ailean Caimbeul (Alan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Johnathan Tapper and Richard 
Cook.

Letting down      
the 4th estate
AS A journalist at one 
time employed by News 
International I can assure 
readers the current scandal 
about phone ‘hacking’ would 
have been nipped in the bud 20 
years ago. 

When you were taken on to 
the staff of ‘The Times’, you 
were reminded frequently 
it was essential that the 
good name of the group was 
maintained at all times. The 
watchwords were: ‘a paper of 
record’, therefore you did not 
embroider the proven facts. But 
it was becoming the fashion to 
spice up copy with speculation 
as to what might happen but 
before one was allowed to do 
so one had to prove one could 
gather the facts and relate 
them correctly. Their tabloid 
papers were basically the same. 
Rupert Murdoch, while paying 
well for journalism well done, 
was not one to part with money 
needlessly in libel damages. 
And that is how it was and how 
it should still be.

Better ethical 
standards
THE PRIME Minister has 
announced an inquiry into the 
‘ethics of journalism’ as well 
as the judicial inquiry into 
the ‘hacking’ of prominent 
people’s phones. 

I’m not surprised as the 
interests of making ‘big bucks’, 
very often at the command 

become paramount – an able 
illustration of the oft-quoted 
aphorism ‘don’t spoil a good 
story with detailed attention 
to the facts’. Nowhere is this 
more prevalent than in the 
tabloids where competition 
for ‘readership percentage’ is 

All the media barons must be 
quaking as to what might come 
out of this inquiry. There are 
bound to be strictures, possibly 
backed by a tougher code of 
conduct, if editors do not heed 
tougher ethical standards as 
to what should be published 
and how ordinary individuals 
should be treated if they 
become involved inadvertently 
in what turns out to be a nasty 
business. This is not interfering 
with the freedom of the press, 
it is insisting on proprietors 
exercising their responsibility 
to do their duty when there 
is a genuine mischief being 
perpetrated that needs to be 
corrected. 

Is it any wonder all 
newspapers are now victims of 
falling circulations? 

Paul and Valerie Cruickshank of Bromley, Kent, submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows the Ballachulish car ferry circa 
1962. The cars on board include a Morris Minor at the back with a Triumph Herald in front of it. We invite readers to send in flashback 

photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails 
must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped 

addressed envelope.

Ballachulish car ferry, circa 1962

Anger at night 
staff funding 
withdrawal 
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council has 

stupidity.
It is withdrawing funding 

for night staff at the sheltered 
housing complex at Glen Iosal, 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull. 

Instead it has come up with the 

from, I believe, Oban, which will 
provide two people to sit in the 

a week from 11pm to 8am. 
How can this be cost effective? 

Is it just me that doesn’t see the 
sense in it. Our staff will be 
made redundant, but if the job 
still exists how can they be made 
redundant? 

Our staff are paid a retainer 
when they are on call and then 
paid their hourly rate if they are 

This still does not come to the 
same money that using two 
people would. 

Surely it is a no-brainer to 
retain the budget for our staff to 
maintain the status quo.

Apparently these new people 
will cover the whole of Mull. If 
they are called to Bunessan it will 
take them an hour to get there 
in an emergency.  We are linked 
to Care-line UK overnight, 
with our staff being on call for 
emergencies. 

Can I suggested that whoever 
came up with this idea goes back 
to school to learn maths or gives 
the job to someone else, who 
knows what they are doing. 

Our local councillors have given 

the next council elections, I hope 
they won’t count on getting a 
cross in their boxes from us.
Name and address supplied. 

Dementia patients 
deserve the best
Sir
I would like to address some 
points reported in last week’s 
article ‘Staff quit over daycare 
merger plans’.

I did not ‘quit’ my job, as 
reported. I resigned, after much 
soul searching, from a job that 
meant the world to me, the reason 
being a decision was thrust upon 
us, without any consultation or 
compromise. Clients and their 
carers were informed about 
the merger before staff. I was 
stopped in a local supermarket 
and told about the future plans 
for daycare services by a carer 
before our staff meeting where 
the bombshell was dropped.  

I am overwhelmed with sadness 
and incensed by the council’s 
decision behind closed doors.  

The National Social Care and 
Social Work Improvement Service 
moved us into Willowview from 
our ideal premises in Eader 
Glinn. At each inspection its 

was adequate. 
Your council spokeswoman 

said the move to Lynnside would 
improve services to clients, as 
space is limited at Willowview.  

Bigger is not better for dementia 
clients. People with dementia need 
specialised nurture, guidance and 

will not be afforded to them in a 
generic daycare setting.

The council spokeswoman said 
‘users and their representatives, 
also most staff, welcomed 
the change’. This is untrue. 

I have spoken with clients’ 
representatives who have voiced 
their deep concerns over the 
merger.

members of staff at Willowview, 
one has been on long-term sick, 
two worked in daycare at Ford 
Spence Court in Benderloch 
- why is it not being merged if 
this is the supposed way forward? 
- which leaves my colleague and 
myself, who ran the daycare 
at Willowview and who are 
devastated by the proposed 
merger. Staff at Lynnside have 
intimated to me that they too 
have grave concerns. 

My colleague and I ensured 
the daycare at Willowview was a 
centre of excellence. We poured 
our heart and soul into creating 
a haven of ambience, security, 
love and laughter for our most 
treasured clients who we felt, 
and still feel, are deserving of the 
very best.
Ronalda Graham, 23 High 
Street, Oban. 

Concern for 
dementia patients
Sir,
Over the past few months 
members of the local branch of 
Alzheimer Scotland have become 
increasingly concerned about the 
proposals for our local people 
who have dementia. 

The local authority is proposing 
to integrate Lynnside Daycare 
Centre, which is designed for up 
to 25 older people, with the more 
specialised and smaller daycare 
for people with dementia, 
which currently takes place in 
Willowview.

Specialist daycare has been 
ongoing in Oban since 1990 
and has been highlighted as an 
essential service. This has been 
further supported and developed 
through recognition from 
government grants since 1992.

Many of the Alzheimer 

the daycare and other services 
provided through social work. 
The local branch of Alzheimer 
Scotland has supported the 

fundraising activities and through 
the generosity and support of 
local people.  

Is Argyll and Bute Council’s, 
Community Services Department 
proposals now taking a backward 
step?

Specialist dementia services 
are vital to support people with 
dementia and their carers and 
families because of the wide-
ranging and often challenging 

Alzheimer Scotland campaigns 
for the rights of people with 
dementia and their families and 
provides an extensive range of 
innovative and personalised 
support services. One of their 
aims is to provide and to secure the 
provision of high quality services 
for people with dementia.

We as a committee believe 
that should the proposals go 
ahead it would be detrimental 
to the people who currently use 
the daycare and those that may 

Alzheimer Scotland has major 
concerns about cuts to services 
by local authorities and has 
stated they must be avoided at all 
costs.  Cutting or even restricting 
access to specialist services is no 
different from reducing available 
medical treatments for conditions 
such as cancer or heart disease.
Alzheimer Scotland, Oban 
branch. 

Supporting 
classroom
assistants
Sir,
I’ll deal with the serious business 
of the threat to 344 classroom 
assistant jobs rather than 
commenting on the attempted 
Michael MacIntyre comedy from 
Councillor Eddie Hunter, which 
has no place when dealing with 
the emotive issue of people losing 
their jobs.

In this regard, Eddie’s claim 
that the SNP struggled to come 
up with an amendment to the 
proposal for a review based on 
children’s requirements is false. It 
could not have been clearer - the 
SNP agreed with the review. They 
simply asked that the threat to 
the 344 classroom assistant jobs 
be removed from the proposal. 
You either agree with that or you 
don’t.

I was disappointed that 
Eddie voted against the SNP 
amendment to lift the threat 
of cuts now rather than review 
the posts in 12 months. I don’t 
believe that as a member of the 
review group, Eddie went into 
their meetings with the intention 
of delaying a decision on the 
future of classroom assistants for 
12 months. 

The members of the Review 
Group would have encouraged 
him to make their vote 
unanimous. Eddie didn’t support 
this option when he went into 

Group. At that time he believed 
that the threat to their jobs should 
be lifted. He succumbed to their 
pressure.

When I realised Eddie was not 
going to vote to lift the threat, I 
told him before he voted at the 
Highland Council meeting that 
he was doing the wrong thing and 
there is no doubt he knew it.

Now he has to defend his 
decision by running a few hares 
and making a comedy act out 
of it. It is not playing political 
football to consistently support 
lifting the threat hanging over 
344 classroom assistant jobs. 
Playing political football is 
putting off a decision until after 
the next election.
Bill Clark, Councillor for Caol 
and Mallaig. 

Council facing huge 
challenges
Sir,
I write to clarify and provide 
further information on the main 
thrust of your recent article on 
the council’s housing policy not 

Argyll and Bute, in common 
with much of the UK, is suffering 
from an acute shortage of 
affordable housing where people 
want to live and work. In terms 
of planning, the council has 
responded to this need through 
providing appropriate housing 
allocations and the introduction 
of an affordable housing policy in 
its existing development plan.

challenges facing the delivery 
of affordable housing in Argyll 
and Bute due to the ongoing 
recession and the reduction of 
public funding. This situation 
has also been exacerbated with 
a general collapse of Scotland’s 
private housing market, the 
relatively high development costs 
in Argyll and Bute and the lack of 
affordable mortgages.

The council recognises these 
challenges in its Main Issues 

Report, currently out to public 
consultation, but simply removing 
the affordable policy requirement 
in areas where there is proven 
affordable housing need such as 
Mull and Oban is not a solution.  
Instead, the council is seeking 

providing affordable housing with 
the help of representatives of the 
building industry, rented social 

A report on the vital issue of 
delivering affordable housing in 
challenging times is currently 
being prepared for consideration 
by the council’s executive 
committee.  It is intended that the 

shape our policy and maximise 
opportunities for affordable 
housing throughout Argyll and 
Bute.

In the meantime I would like to 
reinforce that affordable housing 
requirements in accordance with 

material consideration in the 
processing of housing planning 
applications. Given, however, 
that we are going to revitalise 
this policy, as a council we will 

at the merits of each case on an 
individual basis. 
Angus Gilmour, Head of 
Planning and Regulatory 
Services, Argyll and Bute 
Council. 

Affordable housing 
concern
Sir, 
On June 30 you reported on 
the concerns voiced by some 
local councillors about the 
‘policy on affordable homes’, in 
particular citing the Pennyghael 
development. 

Referring back to the minutes 
of the planning hearing for that 
development proposal, March 31 
2008, you would read this was 
approved, despite a great deal of 
local objection, in favour of the 
developer.

On July 7 you reported on 
the planning hearing for a 

Connel being approved, despite 
overwhelming local objections. 
It was stated the planning 
department had no interest in 

who they would be aimed at. 
It would again seem that the 

views of the local residents, 
community council and local 
councillors have effectively been 
ignored and therefore raises 
the question of the role of the 
Planning, Protective Services and 
Licensing Committee in deciding 
these matters. 

Surely the need for affordable  
housing and the views of the local 
community should be among 
their main priorities?
John Miller, by email. 

Teacher should      
be applauded
Sir,
I think the teacher who took 
the children in his car to Alton 
Towers should be applauded.

My grand-daughter was on this 
trip, on the bus, and said it was 
‘amazing’.

The teacher concerned 
is obviously dedicated and 
understands his pupils well, 
knowing the disappointment it 
would cause if some were left 
behind.  He got the children safely 
to Alton Towers and safely home 
again so what’s the problem?
Forence Anderson, 
Taynuilt.

Royal visit brings out the best in Oban
IT TAKES an occasion like a royal visit to really see Oban in its 

The town centre was awash with colour on Tuesday as hundreds 
of locals and tourists joined a parade from Station Square to the 
Corran Halls, where the Princess Royal was there to greet them.

Cynicism and apathy had no place, as those marching took genu-
ine pleasure in being part of something at the heart of the com-
munity. Representatives from businesses, charities, emergency 
services and the local authority joined residents and tourists in the 
march, while others lined the route along George Street.

The large turnout of people was partly to catch a glimpse of the 
princess but also to ensure the town put on a good show for the 
visiting royal, who unveiled a plaque to mark the town’s bicenten-
nial celebrations.

The event, and indeed the 10 days of bicentennial celebration, 
have proved to anyone who was in any doubt that ‘community 
spirit’ is alive and well in Oban and that a Royal visit still gener-
ates the same excitement it always has.

Congratulations must go to all those involved in organising the 
Oban 200 celebrations and to everyone who are taking part in the 
festivities which continue for the next few days.

Not only has it given the local population a reason to celebrate, it 
will have surely struck a chord with visitors too.
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Luke Daniels - The Mighty Box
This stunning accordion player has taken 71 tunes 
from traditional Irish archives, sessions and his own 
compositions. He has played around with the keys 

The playing is raw, spontaneous and full of life, re-
corded at Doolittle recording studios, County Sligo.
Luke Daniels (button accordion made by Doug Briggs 
and tuned A/Bb), Junior Davey (bodhran), Seamie O’Dowd (guitar, har-

Victor Nicholls (tuba), Gigi Biolcati (drums, percussion).

Garioch Fiddlers - Heart Of The Garioch

ing as conductor after 25 years. Garioch is pro-
nounced Gearie (rhyming with dearie). The Gari-
och is an area of the countryside in Aberdeenshire 
that takes in their home base of Inverurie. The 

rangements/harmonies written by conductor, musical director and 

with piano and double bass backing.

Findlay Napier The Bar Room Mountaineers - File Under Fiction
The band are leading the Scottish new-folk revolu-
tion with anthemic tales of love, debauchery and sin 
laced with black humour. A selection of songs about 
drinking and partying, with some gentler moments, 

uniquely Scottish. All songs composed by Nick Turner 

review
CD

PI K YO
U

OWN…

Fruit Season Opening Times
Monday - Friday     10am - 8pm
Saturday & Sunday   9am - 5pm

Directions: From J29 on M8, take A726 
road to Inchinnan Beside Glasgow Airport

Orders Taken
for Freshly Picked Fruit

Check for Crops  in Season

Tel: 0141 889 3492
INCHINNAN  PA4 9LP

EAST

YONDE
RTON

FARM

FROM BEN NEVIS TO MOUNT NEVIS 
IN THE UNSPOILED CARIBBEAN
If you live within sight of Ben Nevis, we’ll give you one 
third off our advertised rates 
for a 1-2 week stay at our 
gingerbread-style cottages 
on the tranquil West Indian 
island of Nevis
www.neviscottage.com

ARGYLL
ANIMAL 

AID

REX
Neutered boy, 4 years old.  Needs company and 

somebody with an active lifestyle to love him.
Please contact Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

Appin guide heads
to world jamboree
A TEENAGER from Appin 
will join 40,000 Scouts and 
Guides from around the 
globe at this year’s World 
Scout Jamboree.

Amanda MacNeil, a North 
Lorn senior section member 
of Girlguiding, will be the 
sole Argyll representative 
at the annual event, which 
this year is being held in 
Rinkaby, Sweden.

to Copenhagen with fellow 
Scots and join up with the 
jamboree after a few days.

Following the two-week 
jamboree camp, Amanda will 
jet-set off to the Netherlands, 
where she will spend four 
days.

The European adventure is 
one the youngster, who has 
only ever left the UK once 
before, is relishing.

‘I am so excited about the 
trip,’ said Amanda. ‘I have 
been on camps with other 
Guides before but there are 

only up to 30 people there.
I have been following the 
build-up to this event for 
a while on Facebook and 
YouTube and it looks really 
good. I can’t wait to go.’

Amanda, who has 
organised a whist drive and 
a coffee evening as part of 
her fundraising, leaves on 
July 23.

Amanda MacNeil. 
15_t28guides01

Insight
into life as 
a touring 
entertainer
WELL-KNOWN Highland 
musicians have been training up 
young people from local fèisean 
in advance of them taking to the 
road for 100 events across the 
Highlands and in Argyll in the 
coming weeks.

Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s 
Cèilidhean air Chuairt Slighean 
Ùra (Cèilidh Trails - New 
Routes) project will see fèis 
youngsters playing at various 
venues in Ross-shire, Skye and 
Lochalsh, Lochaber, Sutherland, 
Argyll and Bute and the 
Cairngorms National Park.

Concerts and cèilidhs will be 
staged in places ranging from 
distilleries and castles to village 
halls and care homes.  

Insight
Fèisean nan Gàidheal chief 

executive Arthur Cormack said: 
‘The touring experience will 
give them an insight into life 
as a professional musician at 
the same time as giving them 
invaluable groupwork and 
song-writing skills and earning 
money through a summer job 
that they enjoy.’

A successful enterprise that has 
been running for many years, 
this year’s Cèilidh Trailers will 
be based in six districts: 

The Cèilidh Trailers have 
been training at Fèis Alba in 
Plockton with well-known tutors 
including Blair Douglas, Anna 
Massie, Donal Brown and Allan 
Henderson.

Today (Thursday) participants 
will take part in a concert at the 
Fàs Studio in Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
where they will be joined by 
young actors from the Summer 
Drama School in Portree. 

The Cèilidh Trail groups will 
then begin their individual tours, 

Durness and Applecross, taking 
in island communities including 
Mull and Muck.  

Open to all
The concerts are open to 

all and will be of particular 
interest to those who enjoy 
cèilidh dancing. With the 
Cèilidh Trailers blazing their 
way throughout many different 
venues throughout the Highlands 
and Islands and Argyll, it’s 
impossible to miss them! 

For more information, visit 
www.feisceilidhtrails.org.

Taynuilt 
musicians’ 
Royal date
TAYNUILT’S Donald Shaw and 
Karen Matheson performed at 
the season opening of Dumfries 
House in Ayrshire at the request 
of HRH Duke of Rothesay.

During their performance 
Prince Charles demonstrated his 
own musical ability by dueting 
with Karen on the Aberdeenshire 
song, The Bonnie Lass of Fyvie.

A fan of the band, His Royal 
Highness had invited the couple 
to play at his 60th birthday 
celebrations. He also paid a visit 
to the Royal National Mòd in 
Caithness last year, where he 
presented the gold medals to 
soloists.

said Donald. ‘He told me he had 
a lot of our tapes and follows the 
Gaelic and piping scenes.’

Donald and Karen were due 
to be part of Oban’s welcoming 
party when Princess Anne visits 
Oban this week.

Dumfries House, near 
Cumnock, is renowned as being 
one of the UK’s most important 
18th Century classical houses. 

In June 2007, HRH The Prince 
Charles, Duke of Rothesay led a 
consortium of organisations and 
individuals to rescue Dumfries 
House for the nation, in what 
was described as the ‘save of the 
century’. 

‘Enthusiasm and 
energy’ at high 
school dance clash

Oban High School pupil Flora Hamilton tries out some new break dancing 
moves.

MORE than 120 S1 and S2 pupils 
from Oban High School took part in 
a recent Dance Clan Clash.

The four clans Diarmid, Fingal, 
Ossian and Somerled pieced together 
four parts of ‘Party Rock Anthem’ 
led by teachers Denise Gemmell, 
Aisling McGuire, Liz Clunie and 
visiting dance teacher Nicola McKie. 
Later in the day all clans gathered in 
the school assembly hall with a mass 
performance videod, after several 
practices. 

PE teacher Denis Gemmell said: 
‘The enthusiasm, energy and team 
spirit demonstrated by the pupils 
created a wonderful atmosphere. 

on the big screen and evaluating their 
performance was a perfect close to an 
exhausting but very enjoyable day.’

Oban High School dancers recently 

returned from a two-day excursion to 
Edinburgh. The 14 senior pupils, who 
all play a major role in delivering 
dance classes after school for junior 

to the school annual dance show, 
attended an end of year production, 
Cross Currents, by Edinburgh Telford 
College’s dance students.

The large scale production, set 
in Edinburgh’s Festival Theatre, 
provided the Oban High pupils with 
some new ideas for their own chore-
ography.

The pupils travelled to the National 
Centre for Dance, Dancebase, the 
following day, where resident teacher 
Alan Irvine introduced the pupils and 
teachers to street and break dance and 
offered some fantastic choreographic 
tips for the pupils to use with their 
junior groups.

Toni Russell will miss her dancing students as her classes in Oban have stopped after ten years. 15_t27tonirussell1

Toni bids farewell after a decade of dance
AN OBAN dance teacher has said a 
tearful farewell to pupils she has taught 
for ten years. 

All of Toni Russell’s 12 students 
turned out to say thank you last week; 
eight of them have been attending her 
classes since the beginning.

As she lives in Fife, Toni said fuel 

prices made it too expensive to travel 
to Oban for her classes. 

decision I made with my heart, it was 
with my head. I tried everything to 
make it work.’ 

She thanked the scouts for giving 
her use of the hall and all her pupils 

and parents over the years. ‘It was a 
real team effort,’ she added. Toni’s 
students presented her with a montage 
of pictures from The Oban Times as 
a memory of her dance shows in the 
town.  She continues to teach in Fife, 
Perth and Stirling and her students 
plan to continue with dancing. 

The Sequence Choir completes its fi nal rehearsal before taking to the stage 
at Benderloch’s Victory Hall on Saturday. t26abba1

A LADIES-only Abba night in 
Benderloch was such a success that 
a hat was passed around at the end of 
the night to collect more money for the 
charity receiving the proceeds of the 
evening.

Benderloch-based ladies choir 
Sequence decided that an Abba night 

down, get dressed up appropriately 
and round off a season of concerts and 
competitions before the summer.

To make it more worthwhile, they 
opened it up to any other Abba fans 
and decided that any proceeds raised 
would go to Oban’s MS Centre.

Sequence started off the evening 
with Mamma Mia and Money, Money,  
Money, which were followed by 
audience sing-alongs, solos and duets 
from Lora Macleod, Becky Wilson, 
Jaki Aitken, Heather MacPherson 
and Janet Fergusson, plus ensemble 
singing and quizzes. Songs included 
the classic Dancing Queen, Waterloo 
and Knowing Me, Knowing You, as 
well as the less well known I Have 
a Dream and Lay All Your Love on 
Me.

Best dressed member of the audience 

prize went to Bel Cameron, North 
Connel, and best dressed member of 
Sequence choir went to Jaki Aitken, 
Oban. Photos of the ladies in their 
fancy dress were taken at the beginning 
of the night for those who wanted by 
photographer Steven Flanagan, for a 
donation to the MS Centre of £1.  

Those who had their photos taken can 
see them by emailing sequencepics@
yahoo.co.uk.

A total of £180 was raised on the 
door but the audience agreed they’d 
had such a good time that they should 
contribute more and a hat was passed 
around, raising another £80.

Mamma Mia! Abba night is a huge success

School reunion 
promises a blast 
from the past
IT WILL be a blast from the past 
when Oban High School’s Reunion 
takes place this Saturday at 9pm.

With ex-pupils from every year in 
the school’s history being invited to 
the party, plus spouses and anyone else 
who is interested, it is proving to be a 
bit hit - with people travelling from all 
over to come back for the event in the 
Corran Halls.

Organiser Neil Mackay says he has 
had interest from all over the world. 

‘This will be a great night for 
everyone,’ he said.

‘There are people coming from all 
over to the town over the bicentennial 
and we are expecting a good turnout 
on the night. Some people are asking 
whether I am putting up bike sheds so 
people can stand behind them. I am 
personally looking forward to seeing 
some people that I have not seen for 
years. Let’s face it, Oban High School 
is one of the best schools in Scotland 

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

and we made wonderful friends in our 
school days. Many of us have been 
back in touch through Facebook and 
the internet but there are still people 
missing that we would like to be 
back in touch with. I am encouraging 

everyone to come along and take part. 
We haven’t tried a big reunion like 
this.’

Oban High School Reunion is on 
Saturday from 9pm, with tickets 
available from The Corran Halls. 

Guess who? Some of these Oban High School past pupils will be at the 
reunion to be held this Saturday.

Crear Concerts
Paco Peña (guitar)

followed by Island Poetry 
6pm on Saturday 13 August 2011 

Please visit www.crear.co.uk
Advance tickets only.

Tel: 01880 770369  
E concerts@crear.co.uk
Individual ticket: £22 

Under-18s: Free admission
Season ticket: £65

Coffee Morning
(with Lunchtime Soup)

Saturday 16th  July
10.30am – 2.00pm

Oban Congregational Church Hall
(Top of Argyll Street – opposite the 

harbour)
Tea or coffee and cakes £2.50, 

Soup £2.00
(Lunchtime special – Soup/bread 

followed by tea or coffee and cakes 
only £4.00)

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
Cruachan Branch

SUMMER 
CEILIDH

Thursday 14th July 2011
8pm

Taynuilt Village Hall
Admission £4: Members & 

Children (5-16yrs) £2

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Thursday night > Scottish Show at 8pm
Skipinnish Ceilidh House followed by a Ceilidh and Disco

Friday night > Disco at 11pm 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with FREE ENTRY

Saturday night > Disco at 11pm  
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Every night > Scottish Show 8pm
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

Thursday 14 July > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans

Friday 15 July > Wallace
Markie Dans

Saturday 16 July > Antruir
Markie Dans

Friday 22 July > Markies Got Talent
Markie Dans ( In aid of Cancer Research)

HOLISTIC
INNER HEALING

Oliver Niedermeier Chiropractor & Homeopath

Now practising in:
Oban

Lochgilphead:  
Tuesday/ Thursday

For Appointments and further information please 
call 07500048583 or e-mail: holisticinnerhealing@gmail.com

CHIROPRACTIC
TASTER DAY IN 
LOCHGILPHEAD
Treatments and Info for free 
No need for appointment, everybody’s welcome

Saturday 16th July 10.00 – 17.00

MID ARGYLL ART SOCIETY
44th Annual Exhibition

Monday 1st August -Saturday 6th August 2011 
Lochgilphead Parish Church Hall

Times of Opening
Monday - Friday 10am - 8pm

Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Handing in : Saturday 30th July 10am - 4pm at the 

Church hall 
Entry fee £2 per painting / drawing up to 5 works
All paintings and drawings must be ready to hang 

and have name, address, title and price (if for sale) on 
the back.  Only original paintings and drawings not 

previously shown in Mid Argyll may be exhibited (not 
computer generated).  If submissions exceed hanging 

decision
Enquiries to Angus MacNeill 01546 603074 / 

Vicky Lyon 01546 603281

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



(Scotland’s leading Livestock Auctioneers and Procurement Specialists)

Serving the Crofting and Farming Counties 
of Argyll & Islands since 1858

United Auctions operates a direct marketing facility from 
its base at Moleigh, Oban for all classes Cattle & Sheep.
Auction Markets at Dalmally, Islay, Tiree, Lochboisdale, 

Stirling, Lairg & Huntly

ELECTRONIC SHEEP TAGS

We are pleased to offer advice regarding tagging 
regulations and requirements for any class of stock to 

be marketed this Autumn.
Enquiries invited.

Jamie McGrigor,

Highlands & Islands MSP

Tel: 01546 606 586
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

Jamie is Convenor of the 
Cross-Party Group on 
Crofting in the Scottish 
Parliament and is always happy to be contacted 
by existing or potential new crofters if they need 
assistance or advice.

CALEDONIAN MARTS 
(STIRLING ) LTD

For all your marketing requirements use the Farmers Market
Established as a Farmers Co-operative in 1963 and still going strong

STORE SALES: Monday (Stirling) and Tuesdays (Oban)
Throughout the year as Advertised

STORE CATTLE: JOHN KYLE 07713 342512
STORE SHEEP: ALASTAIR LOGAN 07713 342514

Oban Contact, RONNIE MACCORMICK 07717 435248
PRIME SHEEP & CAST SHEEP every Tuesday 

PRIME SHEEP:  HELEN RICKARD 07717 435246
CAST EWES & RAMS:  ALASTAIR LOGAN 07713 342514

PRIME CATTLE & OTM Sales every Thursday
PRIME CATTLE: JIM DUNN 07713 342511

OTM STOCK: SANDY MOORE 07717 435245
OR any of our Fieldstaff

DONALD LYLE   07713 342516

WWW.CALEDONIAN-MARTS.COM
MILLHALL AUCTION MART STIRLING FK7 7LS 01786 450922

OBAN LIVESTOCK CENTRE OBAN 01631 570631

BILLY RONALD
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR

HANDYMAN/GENERAL MAINTENANCE

BILLYRONALD@BTINTERNET.COM

AM BARR, TAYNUILT, ARGYLL  07799486079
PA35 1HY  01866 822 160

ROSIE Curtis was raised helping out on her father’s croft 
in a remote Lochaber community in west Ardnamurchan. 
When he passed away in 1998, Rosie found herself in 
charge of a croft in Kilchoan, which she has been running 

lands cows, as well as being chair of the local community 
council and mother to three young children.

Rosie told The Oban Times she loves what she does, despite 
the challenges it poses. She said: ‘It’s more of a hobby than 
anything; you’re not going to make a living from it. You break 
even if you’re lucky because of the price of things like food 
and transportation.
‘In winter I have to get up before work and feed the cows and 
the sheep. In summer, there’s clipping, there’s the lambs to 
sort out. 
‘There’s always something you have to be doing.’

from crofts, and thinks it is important to ensure its future.
‘I was brought up with it and I want my kids to have the 
opportunity to do it as well,’ she said. ‘Its up to them if they 
want to do it or not, but I at least want them to have the 
chance to choose.
‘There are quite a lot of young families who have put their 
names down to run crofts, which is great. If the older crofters 
don’t pass on their skills to the younger people, those skills 
will just die off.’
Rosie’s brother Hughie MacLachlan is also a local crofter, 
and he has hit upon a novel way to clear bracken.*
Rosie explained: ‘He started up a pig club with 11 other croft-
ers. He puts the pigs on his land inside an electric fence and 
they clear the bracken.
You have to leave them in long enough to dig up the roots, 
but you can see a big difference. The pigs are sent to the 
abattoir and the club members get sent the organic meat.’*

UNLOCKING THE VALUE OF CROFTING
Crofting has been a way of life, and the backbone 
of Highland agriculture, for centuries and despite 
the challenges facing farming in the 21st Century, 
crofting is in many ways bucking the trend.

There are approximately 17,700 crofts throughout 
the “crofting counties” of the Highlands & Islands 
and Argyll, covering some 770,000 hectares.  
Whilst many crofts remain unused with absentee 
crofters, there are efforts to create some brand 
new crofts in some areas.

Crofting has however always been more than a 
system of agriculture, and current opportunities for 

crofters.  The current subsidy of ‘Feed-in-Tariffs’ for 
small wind turbine and hydro electricity schemes 
has given crofters, often together with their estate 
landlords, a real opportunity to supplement their 
farming income with a 20-year government-
guaranteed revenue.  However, time is short for 
crofters to capitalise on this, with the government 
due to review the subsidy scheme in early 2013. 

needed rural affordable housing and the provision 
of tourism facilities and services has always been 
a mainstay of the rural economy

MacPhee and Partners are at the forefront of 
crofting law, with two lawyers being Law Society 

Duncan MacPhee has been advising crofters and 

himself a Lochaber crofter, has particular expertise 
in the workings of the Crofters Commission and 
the Scottish Land Court.  They work closely with 
MacPhees’ Renewable Energy team of Jonathan 
Bell and Rosanne Ogden, and also with other 

and the Scottish Agricultural College, as well as 

Whatever the potential opportunity, an early dis-
cussion will help to unlock this exciting but often 
complex area of Highland life. Duncan MacPhee

Rosanne Ogden
Queens Building, Oban Tel: 01631 562 308

rosanneogden@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners Crofting Legislation   Croft Sales & Purchases   Land Court Matters

 To discuss your 
crofting and rural 

property queries please 
contact Duncan, 

Jeremy or Rosanne.

Airds House, An Aird, Fort William Tel: 01397 701000

Rosie on her croft at Kilchoan
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DINGWALL and Highland Marts 
Ltd., (July, 5th) sold 55 prime cattle 
and 130 prime sheep at its Dingwall 
sale last week.

Prime bullocks averaged 197.6p 
(+10.0p) and sold to 212p per kilo 
for a 595kilo Limousin cross from 
Ankerville, Nigg, and £1,356.60 for a 
665kilo Limousin cross from Udale, 

Prime heifers averaged 198.5p 
(+12.8p) and sold to 209p per kilo 

for a 505kilo Limousin cross from 
Udale, to Fraser Brothers Butchers, 
Dingwall, and £1,395.90 for a 705kilo 
Charolais cross from Oldtown of

Aigas, Beauly.
New season lambs averaged 205.7p 

(+4.3p) and sold to 212.3p per kilo for 
40.5kilo Texel crosses from Meikle 
Ussie, Dingwall, and £91.00  twice 
for 47kilo Suffolk crosses from 
Lochdhu, Nairn, and 47kilo

Suffolk crosses from Wester Lochs, 

Wick, both to John M. Munro Ltd, 
Dingwall.
AT STIRLING, United Auctions 
sold 2,328 prime sheep, including 
1,814 lambs averaging 200.4p (-8.1p), 
43 hoggs and 471 ewes and rams.

Beltex lambs from Hardiston and 
Texels from Faulds sold to £103, 
while Suffolks from Gartvaigh sold 
to £102.50.

Dalfask’s Texel Ewes and rams 
sold to £156, with Easter Middleton’s 

Suffolks fetching £148.50.  Bluefaced 
Leicester’s from Lilyburn sold to 
£142.50, Wright Park’s Cheviouts to 
£133.50, Dallowie’s Mules went for 
£98.50.  Lilyburn’s Crosses fetched 
£96.50, Drumchork’s Blackfaces 
£91.50.

Suffolk rams from Easter Middle-
ton reacherd £98.50, Camoquholm’s 
Bluefaced Leicesters £96.50m and 
Wright Park’s Bluefaced Leicesters 
£95.50.

MART PRICES

James MacDonald, from North Connel, sheared his way into the semi-fi nal 
during the Sheep Shearing Championships in Lochearnhead. 

Home competitors 
shine in shearing 
championships
SHEEP shearers from across the 
world gathered in Lochearnhead 
earlier this month for the 18th annual 
Sheep Shearing Championships, but 
it was the home competitors who 
demonstrated their mettle.

Hamish Mitchell, of Lochearnhead, 
didn’t have to go far to take part, but 
he demonstrated that he could grace 
any competition by winning the 
Open Shearing Competition by two 
clear seconds.

Tyndrum’s Sandy McKellar gave 
the home shearers more heart after 
winning the intermediate shearing 
section.

While Wales won the International 

second place, nearly every other 
competition was won by one of the 
home stars.

Although the entry was slightly 
down on previous years, due in part 
to the good weather, the titles were 
still keenly contested, with many of 

the competitors having never shorn 
any Blackface sheep before.

Highlights included the Scotland 
versus New Zealand Test, which saw 
four shearers, who are no strangers 
to competing for their respective 
countries, shear their 15 sheep in just 
under 10 minutes.  

Gavin Mutch and Hamish Mitchell 
for Scotland showed they know 
their way round the blackie hoggs, 
with newcomer to Lochearnhead, 
Rowland Smith, and Dion King from 
New Zealand taking reserve place.

Awards
Another highlight of the day was 

George Bayne and Colin MacGregor 
being presented with their Master 
Shearers awards in recognition for 
all they have done for shearing over 
the past 30 years, throughout the UK 
and the world. 

The awards were presented to the 
pair by British Isles Shearing Circuit 
chairman Brendan Kelly.

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Simmental bulls 
for sale, 16 months 
old. 2 registered, 
2 unregistered.
In high health 

scheme.
Tel 07802830756

WANTED
Casualty cattle Wanted

With vet’s certifi cate
Also plain cows and bulls 

wanted.
Telephone: Stephen Green 

07742 307459

£4,500 +VAT.

GOOD
RUNNING

ORDER.

Telephone: 
07747 016900

FORD
8210 4WD 
TRACTOR

£19,000 +VAT.

GOOD ROPES, WITH FULL 
KIT INCLUDING LOCKING 

CARRIAGE. GOOD RELIABLE 
MACHINE, WORKING DAILY.
WORK MAY BE AVAILABLE 

IF REQUIRED.

Telephone: 
07747 016900

AT650 SKYLINE 
WINCH, ON OSA 

260 BASE

MASSEY FERGUSON 590

£3850 for both.

Tractor, power synchron model, 1981 model, great reliable tractor, starts first time, 
Good tyres and hydraulics, regularly maintained and barn stored. 

Radio cassette and wiper, ideal for croft or small farm. 
Comes with Massey Ferguson hydraulic tipping trailer

Tel 07598 712 565

FOR SALE
PZ 167 Mower

PZ Haybob
New Holland 370 Baler

All in good order and ready for work
Telephone 01852 200725 (Kilmelford)
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Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sfl anagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business Advertising:
Claire Firth    

cfi rth@wyvexmedia.co.uk   

01631 568013

Estate
agents’ 
plea to 
lenders

Jan Fraser with one of the last pieces of the Argyll Collection to be framed. 16_t28framer1

THERE are early indications 
that the local economy could be 
on the road to recovery after the 
property market experienced an 
upsurge in interest.

Estate agents in Oban have 

activity for June, with one agent 
reporting nearly £2million of 
business - the majority of which 
was secured in the space of just 
two days.

Early indications suggest July 
could be just as busy, prompting 
hopes of a sustained period of 
growth.

But estate agencies are calling 
for banks to loosen their purse 
strings and help further stimulate 
the market.

Oban’s most experienced estate 
agent, Neil Fraser, at Dawsons, 
said he’s ‘cautiously optimistic’.

‘We are seeing a bit more 
activity,’ he said. ‘I’m a bit more 
optimistic than I was a couple of 
months ago.

though and we need the banks to 
co-operate; after all it was the 
banks that got us into this mess.

‘We need the banks to offer 
sensible mortgage terms, which 
at the moment they’re not doing. 
They are too risk averse and it’s 
hindering everything.’

The sentiment was echoed by 
Steven Hornby, property manager 
at Bell Ingram.

He said: ‘We have seen a 
similar trend and had a very good 
June. There seems to be a bit of 

don’t think the banks have had a 
great deal to do with it though.

‘While the phone hasn’t been 
ringing off the hook, it is ringing 
with purpose. However, I cannot 
remember the last time we 

buyer.
‘I think the banks need to relax 

their lending criteria.’
MacPhee and Partners estate 

agency had a vibrant June, with 
£1,992,375 of property sold in the 
month.

Estate agent Iona Bethune said: 
‘In total, 11 offers came in over 
two days, with one closing date 
set as well.  

‘What we’ve found is the 
properties that sold had just come 
on to the market that week.’

Valued
Fellow estate agent, Jo-Anne 

MacDougall, said: ‘Part of it 
may be that the properties just 
coming on to the market are more 
realistically valued.  

‘On average, they are selling at 
about 10 to 15 per cent less than 
before the recession; part of that 
is due to the new home reports.

time buyers and if you look at the 

crippling.  
‘The arrangement fees for these 

mortgages are higher too.
‘While we’re seeing some 

bigger developers offer incentive 
schemes, such as delayed deposits, 
the banks need to do more.’

Better off ers needed

A FRAMER from Easdale has 
proved that no job is too big for 
her island business to tackle.

Jan Fraser won the tender 
to reframe some of the most 
beautiful works of art held by 
Argyll and Bute Council just a 
few weeks after setting up the 
business.

Working from a small studio 

in The Square on the island, it 

the valuable art to the island, but 
transporting the Argyll Collection 
on the small passenger only ferry 
was not a problem because, as Jan 
said: ‘Everyone helped to make 
the job run smoothly.’

There was also the question 
of getting the wood and glass 

framing materials to her 
workshop. 

But all the hurdles were 
overcome thanks to the good 
nature of those on the island 
who wanted to support a local 
business. The Argyll Collection 
is now reframed and is making its 
way around the county in public 
buildings and libraries.

Jan was in the frame for art work

Mull hotel can be     
yours for £495,000
MULL’S well known 
Pennyghael Hotel has gone on 

Bell Ingram, with a guide price 
of £495,000.

Situated on the shores of Loch 
Scridain and adjacent to the 
main Craignure to Fionnphort 
road - which connects the main 
ferry terminal to the world 
famous island of Iona - the 
property is bound to draw plenty 
of interest.

The property includes six 
letting bedrooms, a residents 
lounge, dining room with 
capacity for 20 covers together 
with three self-contained holiday 
letting cottages.  

In addition, the hotel 
has comfortable owners 
accommodation and good sized 
service areas.

Cottage owners 
show loyalty
A GROUP of Oban-based 
cottage owners were treated 
to an awards presentation at 
The Royal Highland Show in 
recognition of their loyalty to a 
holiday lettings company.

The Hoseasons Group invited 
its members, many of which 
have been with the company for 
more than 20 years, to receive 

property.

Nickel and Dime 
take up residence
OBAN’S town centre welcomed 
a new business last week after 
homewares retailer Nickel and 
Dime opened in the premises 
recently vacated by House and 
Home.

The store is the company’s 

having originated in Arbroath 
on the east coast, with stores 
throughout Angus and Dundee.

Spinnaker cooks   
up new menu
THE SPINNAKER Café in 
Oban has introduced a new 
menu and opened a bar after Iain 
MacCorquodale took over the 
full lease of the restaurant.

Iain has been working in the 
popular town centre eatery 
for the past 12 months. He has 
more than 12 years’ catering 
experience in the town.

Apprentices
honoured

ARGYLL Smokery, run by Alan 
McDougall and his partner Karen 
Baxter, has signed a deal with 
Waitrose to supply its largest store in 
Scotland.

The couple met a decade ago 
while working at Loch Fyne Oysters 
and, after moving up and down the 
country, decided to return to Scotland 
at the end of 2010 to establish the 
Argyll Smokery.

Now they’ll see their product 
sold by one of the country’s largest 
supermarket chains in its new Newton 
Mearns store.

Alan said: ‘This is a fantastic 
opportunity to build the business and 
offer our product to a wider audience. 

with Waitrose is like a dream come 
true.

‘Our salmon is sustainably sourced 
from Argyll Sea Foods across the 
west of Scotland.  

‘I look forward to building our 
relationship with Waitrose in the 
coming months.’

Oliver O Mara, Waitrose local and 
regional sourcing manager, said: 
‘Argyll Smokery is exactly the type 
of supplier we like to work with. 
They take pride and show enthusiasm 

salmon which mirrors our pride in 

provenance.’

Argyll Smokery to supply 
Waitrose supermarket

A Dunbeg apprentice has 
reached the next level of 

her training.  Nicola Mardew 
who works at Breedan 

Aggregates’ Dunbeg depot 
was recently awarded her Level 
three modern apprenticeship 

in business and administration. 
She was presented with her 

certifi cate by her trainer Vicki 
Miller of Argyll Training. 

Nicola’s qualifi cation was made 
possible by funding from Skills 

Development Scotland. 

Taking it 
up a level

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s Business Gateway recently 
delivered its two-day business start-up workshop in locations 
across Argyll and Bute, including Oban and Tiree.  

Designed to offer practical support to those starting their 
own business, the workshop helps business owners develop 

part. 
Jon Ireland, of Clearbox Designs, said: ‘I would thoroughly 

recommend anyone looking to start up a business to go on the 
workshop. The amount of information on hand over the two 
days is excellent especially if you have never had experience 

As well as start-up businesses, Business Gateway also 
supports existing businesses looking to grow. 

‘The support that Business Gateway can offer is brilliant 
and doesn’t stop once the workshop ends’ added Jon. ‘I hope 
to carry on working with my Business Gateway adviser Nicky 
Archibald to help grow my business.’     

Jon, a graduate from Portsmouth University with a degree 
in interactive media, set up Oban-based Clearbox Designs 
last year, specialising in web design, e-commerce, database 
development, corporate branding and design for print. 

He had been a freelance website designer/developer for a 
number of years and established a diverse customer base prior 
to the launch of Clearbox Designs based on word-of-mouth 
and reputation.

Gateway contact 01546 605 459. Clearbox Designs can be 
contacted on 01631 570831 or 07510 548294.

A clear case of 
start-up success

Jon Ireland of Clearbox Designs. 

Fort chamber sizing 
up BID application
FORT William Chamber of 
Commerce members have been 
praised for being prepared to get 
involved in tackling the issues 
impacting on the Lochaber 
economy. 

Speaking at the group’s June 
meeting at the Ben Nevis 
Distillery in Fort William, 
chairman Robert Hawkes said 
members were ‘very active 
across a number of forums’ and 
highlighted the role of Ferguson 
Transport boss Alasdair Ferguson 
in the road lobby group the A82 
Partnership. 

The partnership recently met 
new Transport Minister Keith 
Brown in Edinburgh and was 
pleased to note that  £500k has 
been earmarked for the Inverarnan 
to Tarbet stretch of the A82, Hot 
Scot boss Mr Hawkes said.

Elsewhere, chamber members 
Stewart Leitch and Andy Keene 
had been busy working on 

Tim Sims continued to drive 
forward the High Street group.

Mr Hawkes referred to the 
recent meetings with Lochaber 
promotions agency the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK (OCUK), 
facilitated free of charge by Roger 
Gibbins, former chief executive 

Although no formal strategy 
is in place as yet, OCUK board 
members and the Chamber 

both organisations from working 

more closely together.  One of the 

and chamber members is that of 
investigating the potential for 
an application to be made for a 
Business Improvement District 
(BID).

The lunchtime meeting 
also included presentations 
from Gillian Sloan of Gillian 
Sloan Framing and Corpach 
Boatbuilding Company boss Don 
Hind.

A guild commended framer 
with the Fine Art Trade Guild and 
an experienced pet photographer, 
Gillian lives and works from her 
home on Lochielside, where she 
also runs Penguin Corner. 

Don trained in the Merchant 
Navy and after spending a number 
of years in the south, started his 
Corpach-based business in 1992, 
where he now employs 19 staff.  

Corpach Boatbuilding tends to 
focus on commercial craft owned 
by operators such as CalMac, 
Fergusons and The Underwater 
Centre. A look back through 
the order book would show the 
wide range of vessels which 
Corpach Boatbuilding has been 
involved in building or repairing, 
including the smallest ferry in the 
world which was commissioned 
by Sheikh Makhtoum of Dubai.

The next meeting of the chamber 
is to be hosted by Keith Chandler, 
Crown Vets, Fort William, and is 
scheduled for Thursday July 28, 
12.30pm to 2pm.

Small businesses hit by late payers
NEARLY two thirds of Scottish 
businesses have been paid late 
in the last year, with a similar 
proportion reporting the problem 
is on the increase.

The Federation of Small 
Businesses in Scotland (FSB) 
says that while 64.8 per cent of 
its Scottish members were having 
to wait longer to be paid for 
work, 48 per cent are currently 
waiting for more than £5,000 in 
overdue payments for invoiced 

work. A further 20.8 per cent 
have charged interest or a levied 

goods or services supplied in the 
last year.

The west of Scotland branch 
chairman, Rory MacKail, 
believes the phenomenon is 
particularly damaging for small 
business and has called for big 
business to pay quicker to keep 

He said: ‘Many small businesses 

don’t have the same cash reserves 
as their larger counterparts. So 
you can understand why FSB 
research shows that 44 per cent 
of members that are paid late 
are then forced to pay their own 
suppliers late.  

‘While there’s still work to 
be done to ensure that sub-
contractors on public projects get 
paid on time, we’re asking big 
Scottish businesses to play their 
part in driving the recovery.’

THREE Argyll apprentices have 
been honoured for their work 
at the National Construction 
College (NCC) Scotland annual 
apprentice awards. 

Connor Sanders, 16, 
Callum MacPhail, 18, both 
Campbeltown, and Grant 
Ferguson, 21, of Lochgoilhead, 
each studied plant mechanics, 
in years one, two and three 
respectively and were so 
impressive they were named 
runners up.

Connor is doing his 
apprenticeship with Donald 
McLean Contractors, Callum 
with MacFaydens Contractors 
Ltd and Grant with Drimsynie 
Construction Ltd.

DAWSONS Estate Agency has be-
come the only National Association 
of Estate Agents (NAEA) licensed 
agency in Oban.
As the oldest established dedicated 
property agency in the West Highlands, 
Dawsons has established a reputation 
for exceptional customer care and 
service, backed by experienced staff 
who know how important buying, 
selling or renting a property is to its 
clients.  By gaining full licensed status 
from the NAEA, it has underlined its 
commitment to further enhancing its 
quality of service and professional-
ism.
The owner of Dawsons, Mandy 
Carmichael, said: ‘We’re delighted to 
have achieved licensed status.
‘It means we can offer greater protec-
tion for all our customers, regardless 
of whether they’re buying or renting, 
and demonstrates that we are fully 
committed to exceptional standards of 
service.’
The chief executive of NAEA, 
Peter Bolton King, said: ‘I can 

awarded licensed status.  This is the 
National Association’s top level of 
membership and Dawsons is one of 

achieve it.
‘We would like all sellers and buyers 
to ask their prospective agents, do you 

have an NAEA licence?  If they don’t, 
they should ask themselves whether 
that’s the agent from whom they will 
get the best service when marketing 
their property.’
Mandy, who took over Dawsons two 
years ago, is joined in the company’s 

and Caroline Brady.
Neil, who specialises in residential 
sales, is Oban’s most experienced 
estate agent having been involved in 
the housing market in the town for 
more than 30 years, 14 of which have 
been with Dawsons.  In that time, he 
has worked through three economic 
slumps, so knows more than most 

crisis.
That, combined with his unrivalled 
knowledge of the local market, 
means there is nobody better quali-

However, in the current climate, with 

not everyone is in a position to buy.  
This has resulted in more and more 
interest being shown in the rental 
market, from both prospective tenants 
and landlords.
Once again, Dawsons is well equipped 
to deal with this and Caroline is par-
ticularly involved in this aspect of the 
business.
Although a small, personalised and 
fully independent estate agency, 
Dawsons business premises occupy a 
prime location right in the centre of 
the town.  Its prominent and extensive 
window display is the place for your 
property to be seen in, complemented 
by automatic inclusion in the compa-
ny’s attractive professionally-produced 
website, and via the national portal 

websites, Primelocation.com and 
FindaProperty.com.  
Print advertising is just as important, 
which is why Dawsons ensure they 
regularly advertise their properties in 
The Oban Times, which is read across 
not just the Lorn area, but throughout 
the UK to readers often keen to move 
to the area.
Further enhancing Dawsons marketing 
penetration is the company’s associa-

company based in London which 
specialises in gaining extra media ex-
posure for highly desirable homes of 
national and international importance.  
So, if you need an estate agent that 
values and delivers a professional and 
truly independent service, make sure 

Sandy Dawson, who founded the 
business in 1974, retired from 
residential estate agency two years 
ago but has continued to act as 
a consultant to the company and 
conducts its commercial property 
agency.

LICENSED TO SELL

Pictured are the team at Dawsons. 
They are: Mandy Carmichael, centre, 

Neil Fraser and Caroline Brady. 
t28dawsons1no
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W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, Delivery Mileage ................£9,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn Dci 105, Blue, 20,000 miles ......................£12,500
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles .......................£9,650
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, Silver, 15,000 miles ............£10,295
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 20,000 miles...................£9,150
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£14,550
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 15,000 Miles ....................................... £7,950
58 Renault Laguna Exp. DCi 110 Estate, red, 20,000 miles ..............£8,950
08 Renault Clio Ext, 3Dr HB, White, 13,500 miles ...........................£6,250
08 Renault Clio Freeway, 3Dr HB, Blue, 8300 miles .........................£5,950
57 Renault Kangoo Exp, DCi, Green, 35,000 miles ..........................£6,500
07 Renault Megane HP DCi 106, 3Dr, red, 41,000 miles .................£5,795
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 miles ...............................£4,950
54 Renault Kangoo, 1.6 Auto, Green, 50,000 miles..........................£4,250
54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£2,950
04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£2,950

COMMERCIALS

09 Renault Kangoo, new shape, white .............................. £6750+vat
57 Renault Kangoo, ML19DCi-70 ..................................... £5500+vat
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...................... £8,000 + vat
54 Ford Transit, 2.0 Diesel, SWB HR, 49,000 miles ........ £4,000 + vat
54 Ford transit Connect L200 TD, 55,000 miles, White .. £3,850 + vat
54 Renault Traffic, diesel ................................................... £3000+vat
06 Renault Kangoo, 1.5 DCI, 58,000 miles .................... £3,500 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

S&S Services Subaru

Tel: 01292 880080/880440
www.sandsservices.co.uk

Subaru Used Cars
07 07 Impreza RB 320 F. S.H. ............................................... £18,495
09 59 Imprexa 2litre DRC Silver F.S.H. ................................. £18,395
08 08 Impreza 2 litre RX Automatic F.S.H. ............................ £13,995
06 56 Impreza WRX 4 door WRB F.S.H. ................................. £8,495
06 56 Impreza 1.5R 5 door Blue.............................................. £6,495
09 59 Forester 2 litre DXC Grey ............................................ £22,495
08 58 Forester 2 litre DXC F.S.H. .......................................... £17,595
08 08 Forester 2.5 XT EN  Automatic F. S. H. ....................... £14,495
06 06 Forester X Blue F.S.H. ................................................... £7,995
08 08 Outback 2 litre DRE Blue F.S.H. .................................. £16,495
10 10 Outback  2 litre DSE F.S.H. ......................................... £24,495
04 54 Outback 3 litre R Automatic Blue F.S.H. ........................ £8,495
Other Used Cars
10 60 Volvo V60 SC Lux D5 Automatic ................................. £23,995
08 08 BMW 118D ES 5 door ................................................... £8,995
08 58 Lexus IS 250 SR Automatic Silver ................................£11,495
08 08 Mercedes CLC CDI Se Automatic ............................... £14,995
08 58 Skoda Octavia VRS TDI CR F.S.H. ............................. £10,795
03 03 Porsche Boxster Convertible 2.7 F.S.H. Blue ...............£11,995

Call us now for further information on all Subaru and Isuzu 
from the Top Dealership in the U.K.

ISUZU DENVERS NOW AVAILABLE FROM STOCK.
John Spicer will be in Oban Area this Saturday and Sunday 

Tel:  07831808702

The UK’s No.1 
Subaru Dealer

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
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Abattoir back 
in business 

ACHA residents face 
gardening bills
RESIDENTS of properties 
currently or once owned by 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association are facing 
new gardening bills after 
the organisation stopped 
maintaining common ground.

The cost-cutting measure 
will see the responsibility for 
maintaining any common areas 
pass from the association to 
tenants and residents.. 

The housing association said: 
‘We will no longer maintain 
common ground which is the 
responsibility of either tenants, 
through the conditions of their 
lease, or owners through their 
title deeds.  

‘We appreciate that initially 

for tenants and owners in 
organising alternative cuts, 
however, we have offered to 
host meetings with tenants and 
owners to help facilitate a way 
forward.

‘We have found that a number 
of groups of local residents 
have successfully co-ordinated 
themselves to organise cutting of 
grass in communal areas.’

Couple deny poor 
conditions at home
AN OBAN couple denied the 
unsanitary and unsafe condition 
of their home caused their 
children unnecessary suffering. 

In a trial at Oban Sheriff Court, 
Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 
said police had been called to a 

PC Christopher Taylor said 
he quickly became concerned 

cans lying around and a smell of 
urine.  In the main bedroom, he 
said he found a young baby lying 
in the middle of a double bed and 

Catriona Banks, an Argyll 
and Bute social worker, said she 
found exposed carpet gripper 
rods with sharp nails, a lack 
of appropriate bedding on the 
children’s beds and a bin liner 
full of nappies.

But she added: ‘I could not 
comment how long the condition 

The trial continues. 

MULL’S slaughterhouse will 
re-open in August, less than a 
year after it was destroyed in a 

The island’s producers have 
welcomed the news, as it allows 
them to keep livestock on Mull 
rather than having to bear the 
cost of taking it to the mainland.

Emma Morgan, for Mull 
Slaughterhouse, said: ‘We plan 
to open the slaughterhouse for 
new business in August, after the 
completion of the reinstatement 
works and the new extension 

autumn. 
‘We are introducing new 

ways of working as we strive 

the operation, raise our quality 
standards and enhance the level 
of animal welfare. 

‘While we are delighted to be 
re-opening, we are sorry for the 

and the loss of contact with so 
many of our customers in the 
interim.’

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk
The company says it will be 

using an enhanced scheduling 
system to streamline the recording 
of key information. 

This will keep a live record of 
slaughter timetabling for each 
animal and associated hanging, 
cutting and processing for each 
customer. 

‘As part of this operation we 
may well consider a Tuesday 
evening slaughter session to suit 
market days in Oban, enabling 
mainland customers to bring 
animals over without need for 
overnight lairage,’ Ms Morgan 
continued.  

‘We have improved the design 
of the animal reception and race 
area to ensure that the animal is 
shepherded through to the killing 
pens as soon as possible.’

Plans also include butchery 
training courses to enable staff to 
take orders for more specialised 

cuts and sausages and treating 
skins on site before sending them 
off for tanning. 

‘We look forward to many 
productive years working together 
for farmers and producers on 
Mull, Argyll, Ardnamurchan, 

added Emma. ‘In some ways we 
are starting afresh with new staff 
as the operation gets under way. 
We have a clear plan in place and 
aim to deliver a greatly improved 
service in the forthcoming weeks 
that will become our standard as 
the years proceed.’

Ronnie Campbell, a crofter 
from Mull, said: ‘It makes 
quite a difference to have the 
slaughterhouse here. Some 
farmers have had to send animals 
as far away as Granton-on-Spey 
and Shotts and it just does 
not make as much sense. The 
slaughterhouse re-opening means 
we can get our sheep killed here. 
We can then sell our local meat 
rather than it travelling all over 
the country.’

Mull slaughterhouse promises 
improved quality of services

Firefi ghters from the Isle of Luing celebrate Michael Fothergill’s 22-year service.

Fothergill thought Wednesday 
June 29 was just another training 
night at Luing Fire Station, but 
his colleagues, family and friends 
had a better idea. 

They had planned a surprise 
presentation of his long service 
medal from Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue. 

The medal is awarded to 
personnel who have completed 
20 years of service. Michael 

and although he is only 42, he is 
the longest serving member of 
the team.

‘When I started, we wore 
yellow oilskins for protection and 

in the back of our cars. 
‘We now have a purpose-built 

and 10 volunteer crew kitted out 
in the latest gear, with breathing 
apparatus, pagers and all safety 
equipment. We have come a long 
way.’

Michael is deputy leader of the 
crew on the Isle of Luing and is 
well placed to respond to any 999 
call as he works on the island as a 
general builder.

The close knit team provide not 

are trained in trauma - carrying 

appliance - and are essential in a 
helicopter evacuation situation, 
where they are responsible for 
deploying the landing lights on 
Toberonochy pier. 

Colleagues, friends and family 
raised a glass to toast Michael’s 
long service, and enjoyed the 
tasty buffet his wife Caroline and 
mother Julie had prepared. 

There was a large cake to 
celebrate the occasion; luckily 
there was a hose at hand to help 
put out the candles.

A CALL has been made for talks 
between Argyll and Bute Council, 
Scottish Water and Bridge of 
Orchy residents as the problem of 
the village’s water supply came to 
a head.

system was badly damaged last 
winter and a legal wrangle over 
who is responsible for it ensued.

It resulted in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee voting 
by a majority of one to patch up 
damaged pipes and restore the 
treatment system this week, in 
order to sell the last remaining 
council property in Bridge of 

Orchy - the mothballed primary 
school. But councillors and 
residents claim that is not going 
far enough and have urged the 
council to upgrade the whole 
system to a standard that Scottish 
Water can adopt.

Bridge of Orchy Hotel manager 
Duncan Walker said: ‘The 
council has said it would patch up 
the pipes and let us know when 
the water was safe to drink. Well, 
who is to maintain it after they 
hand it over?

‘The council has gone for the 
cheap option and thinks that is a 
gesture. The council has always 

maintained the water system, 
even though the school closed 10 
years ago and it seems like they 
have only stopped doing that 
because they don’t want to spend 
the money.’

Oban North and Lorn Councillor 
Donald MacDonald said: ‘I would 
like to see the council negotiate 
with Scottish Water to see what 
needs to be done for them to take 
it on. 

‘But there is a combined 
responsibility and some of the 
commercial operators need to be 
involved in discussions round the 
table to resolve this.’

Plea for Bridge of Orchy water talks

Vermin shot to ensure airport safety
RABBITS are shot on a regular 
basis at Connel Airport. Argyll 

the practice is no different to that 
at any other airstrip even though 
neighbours in North Connel are 
alarmed at the practice.

Residents have raised 

complaints with police and the 
Health and Safety Executive, but 
it seems there is nothing that can 
be done to stop the practice.

A council spokeswoman said: 
‘Vermin, including rabbits, are 
shot a couple of times a year 
at the airport. This happens at 

night and the police are informed 
beforehand. Signs are put up 
saying ‘shooting in progress’.

‘It is necessary to shoot the 
vermin because burrowing 
animals could undermine 
runways at the airport or could 
nibble through cables.’

Police
launch
summer
crackdown
POLICE have launched a 
summer-long campaign to tackle 
drugs, anti-social behaviour and 
bad driving. 

Operation Vantage hopes to cut 
the number of serious accidents 
on Argyll and Bute’s roads after 

the most dangerous in Scotland.  
A police spokesman said: ‘The 

organised crime, commenced 
in June and involved 30 police 

teams, response police and 
proactive drugs teams. 

‘Using Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition technology, 

more than 100 vehicles during 

near Arrochar, looking for 
drugs, bogus workers, and those 
suspected of being involved in 
other criminal activity.

 ‘As a result of the night of action, 
three individuals will be reported 
to the Procurator Fiscal for drugs 

one individual being arrested 

through the use of drugs. 
‘Intelligence on individuals 

thought to be involved in the 

gathered.
‘Police will be deploying extra 

patrols including the use of 
unmarked cars and our colleagues 
within the Strathclyde Safety 
Camera Partnership will also be 
in the area. You will be caught!

‘Anti-social behaviour is also a 
high priority. 

focusing on providing increased 
police presence at the key beauty 
spots during weekends and bank 
holidays.’

POLICE are investigating after 
a theft from a motor vehicle in 
Duncraggan Road, Oban, on 
Sunday July 10 at  about 1pm.

Theft from vehicle
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BRANCH MANAGER
Buildbase, National Builders Merchant of the Year 2010,

require a Branch Manager for our branch in Argyll
(Campbeltown). The successful applicant will have a good 

knowledge of builders merchants products and 
procedures and will be a highly motivated and 

organised individual with the ability to drive the business
forward. A successful track record of trading in the Argyll

area would be a distinct advantage. Future career
prospects are excellent. This is a full time position and

offers a competitive salary and all the benefits you would
expect from a large, successful company.

Please apply in writing to: 
Colin Peacock, Regional Director

email: colin.peacock@buildbase.co.uk

BUILDBASE
Snipefield Industrial Estate, Tarbert Road, 

Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6SY

www.buildbase.co.uk
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high quality 
Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 

operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for a Marine Operative, located at our Marine Site(s) at 
Quarry Point on Loch Fyne in Argyll:

 Marine Operative (Ref MO/QP/11/07)
(Salary £15,965 to £19,570 per annum dependant on experience)

The ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, and be able to demonstrate prior experience 
in working within small, focused teams. Day to day duties will include fish welfare, 
sampling, grading and moving of the fish, site maintenance, net changing and boat 
handling.  Previous aquaculture experience is desirable for this post; the company 
can  offer further development and training opportunities through in-house training 
and also by external training providers. Preference will also be given to those 
candidates who can offer transferable, related skills and qualifications.

Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday to Friday, with weekend 
working required on a rota basis.  Overtime is paid at enhanced rates. 

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits package including 
entry into the Company pension scheme after the qualifying period. A full, clean 
driving licence is also essential. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, The Scottish Salmon Company,Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  
Tel. No. 01499 600 435 /415
Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 22nd July, 2011 
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

REQUIRE
HGV CLASS 1 DRIVER

LOW LOADER & 
TIPPER WORK

APPLY: HARRY ROSS
Mobile 07919 214995 

or e-mail
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk

BAR STAFF
Full and Part Time

All Areas
No Experience 

Necessary
£7.25 to £10.25/hr
TEL: 07013101912

Senior Human Resources 
Assistant, Ardrishaig

Temporary Maternity Leave Cover
Salary Grade 9 

(£18,776 - £20,863) 35 hours per wk
To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk; 

Tel 01546 605859 or email 
recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 22nd July 2011
Interviews for this post will be 

held in early August 2011

Crinan Boatyard Ltd
Administrative and Accounts 

including answering telephones.
Experience of Sage useful.

Contact john@crinanboatyard.co.uk

Driver/Storeperson
Oban & Fort William

Apply to Mr C McDonald 
Telephone 01631 563 711

Permanent full time position
Full clean driving licence required 

• Good rates of pay

LOCAL ACCESS, GLOBAL OUTLOOK

FIREFIGHTER
Campbeltown Airport

Starting Salary £16,663 rising to £20,829 
We’re looking for a team player with great people skills to join our team at Campbeltown 

will include ensuring safety at the airport and responding to emergency calls. 
You’ll initially attend specialist training courses as part of your development which may 

locally to achieve full competency. 
You’ll also be required to be “on call” on a regular basis for which additional payment is 
made.
A full and current driving licence is essential and as an LGV licence is essential (training 
will be provided) you will be aged 18 or over. You’ll be required to undertake a Criminal 
Record Check for security clearance and due to the physical nature of some of the work 

Further information and an application form (unfortunately we’re unable to consider CVs) 
are available on the careers section of our website – www.hial.co.uk/careers - or by 
contacting our HR team on 01667 464314.  The closing date for applications is 12 noon 
on Friday 29 July 2011.

Closing date: 29 July 2011.
To apply visit our website

Operations/Programmes Manager (Temporary) 
£26,753 - £30,129 Campbeltown Ref: DVE00064
35 hrs per hour
Employability Team Operations/Programmes Manager

01546 604742

Catering Manager (Permanent - Term Time)
£16,533 - £18,076 (pro rata) Tarbert Academy Ref: CTF00317
30 hrs per week 

01546 604038

Assistant Cook (Permanent - Term Time)
£15,125 - £16,031 (pro rata) Oban Primary Campus Ref: CTF00902
30 hrs per week

01546 604038

Social Care Worker (Casual)
£10.56 per hour Oban Ref: CMA00726
Variable hrs 
Based in Shellach View Children’s Unit

01546 604742

Janitor/Cleaner (Permanent)
£6.96 per hour Kilchattan Primary Ref: CTF00576
9 hrs per week 

01546 604742

Catering Assistant x 2 Posts (Permanent - Term Time)
£6.96 per hour Lochgilphead Joint Campus Ref: CTF00418
20 or 25 hrs per week 

01546 604742
There are 2 posts available, 1 is 20 hours per week and 1 is 25 
hours per week

Cleaner (Temporary) 
£6.36 per hour Tarbert Police Station Ref: CTF00331
4 hrs per week 

01546 604742

Domestic Assistant (Casual)
£6.96 per hour Kilbowie Residential Outdoor Centre Ref: CTF00779
Variable hrs
Casual post to cover annual leave and sick leave

01546 604038

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

South Kintyre Development Trust & Campbeltown Community Council

This is an exciting opportunity to work with a vibrant new group looking 
to secure and reinvigorate the Campbeltown Town Hall.    The post is 

•
•

 working in partnership with public sector organisations•

Campbeltown Town Hall Development Group  
Community Development Worker

smithnancie@hotmail.com

We work with people affected by homelessness providing 
person centred support and quality accommodation.

New Opportunities in Campbeltown, 
Lochgilphead & Oban

Part time Housing Assistants 
£13,548 - £15,513 pro rata based on 35 hrs/week 
(Various hours available)
We are looking for Housing Assistants to perform 
Housing Managements duties such as; the safety 
and security of our accommodation, establishing 
and maintaining minimal standards of hygiene in all 
communal areas, internal and external. This includes an 
element of grounds maintenance and cleaning duties. 
All posts operate on a shift system over 7 days.

Campbeltown (2 posts) Ref: CAMP0711
Various hours possibly up to18hrs/week.

Oban (2 posts) Fixed term to 31 March 2012 Ref: OBAN0711
Both posts are nightshift, working 11pm to 7am. One post is 
32hrs/week (4 nights) and the other is 28hrs/week (3 nights).

Relief Support Workers
(£7.65/hr)
Lochgilphead and Oban Ref: RWAB0711
Providing a quality service in accordance with the assessed 
needs of service users. You should have experience 
of working with vulnerable service users as well as an 
awareness of drug and alcohol issues.  Relief workers are 
required to cover shifts at short notice. The work is ad hoc 
and Relief Workers normally undertake shifts resulting 
from holiday and other absence.

Applicants for all these posts should preferably have 
experience of working in residential settings with 
vulnerable people. Successful applicants will be required 
to join the Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme.

To apply tel: 0141 221 8365 or email 
recruitment@btha.org.uk quoting the relevant 
reference number.

Closing date: 28 July 2011.

www.btha.org.uk

Café Fish
Second Chef Wanted

Immediate Start
Competitive Rates of Pay

Call Liz for more 
information on 
01688 301253

or 07901678206

RECRUITMENT

Inner Wheel’s 
chosen charity
THE NEWLY-elected president 
of the Inner Wheel Club of 
Oban has chosen the Ronald 
McDonald House at Yorkhill 
Children’s Hospital as the 
group’s charity for the year.

Shona Neil made the 
announcement at the group’s 
recent annual meeting at the 
Regent Hotel, where Past 
President Rosemary MacIntyre 

President Ms Neil.
Ursula Parry continues as 

secretary, and Sandra Owens 
was elected treasurer.

Ms Neil urged the members 
to promote friendship and 
service within the club and the 
community.

Drunk fined £350 
after kicking cars
A FORT William man has been 

Tobermory car park when drunk. 
Oban Sheriff Court heard last 

week Dean Conn, of Stobhan, 
Campbell Road, became 
frustrated and angry after falling 

last year. 
Defending, Laura Russell said 

the 21-year-old had kicked his 
own car as well as his friend’s 
and regretted the whole incident.  

Garden centre is 
top of the poppies
OBAN garden centre, Poppies, 
has been named one of Britain’s 
best garden centres after 
winning Silver at the Garden 
Trade News Greatest Awards 

Man allegedly 
found with drugs
AN OBAN man has been 
charged with the possession of 
diazepam after being allegedly 
found in possession of the drugs 
last Tuesday.

The 27-year-old suspect has 
been reported to the procurator 

A vandalised bench in Station Square was removed by council officers after volunteer gardener Andy 
MacDowell pointed it out to them. Andy said: ‘It is terrible that people are vandalising the flowers in 
the squares and breaking the seats for no reason. I want it to stop. We have a small number of people 
who volunteer to tidy up Station Square and if it is damaged it is us that have to put it back together.’ 

16_t28bench1

Mindless vandals destroy bench

Leader’s fury 
over make-up   
of schools group
Rural education commission 
includes closure opponents

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

ARGYLL will be under-rep-
resented on the Commission on 
Rural Education set up by MSP 
Michael Russell, according to the 
council’s leader.

In a hard-hitting statement, 
Councillor Dick Walsh says 
members on the commission 
have already made up their mind 
with a ‘fundamental opposition’ 
to closing rural primary schools.

Councillor Walsh said: ‘We are 
extremely disappointed at both 
the process adopted by COSLA 
in nominating local government 
representatives to the Commis-
sion on Rural Education and the 
outcome that means we will not 
be at the table. 

those nominated to the commis-
sion, it is hard to understand why 

-
cant recent experience of working 
with the government’s defective 
legislation are not able to directly 
contribute their knowledge.’

Argyll and Bute was at the 
centre of an ongoing battle on 
closures after it proposed to close 
26 rural primaries last October, 
followed by revised plans to axe 
12 schools this February. 

When the formation of the 
Commission on Rural Education 
was announced, Argyll and 
Bute councillors agreed to stop 
its school closure programme 
after Mr Russell called for a 

moratorium. While there is no 
place on the commission for a 
representative from Argyll and 
Bute Council, the Scottish Rural 
Schools Network and the Argyll 
Rural Schools Network – both 
of which opposed the council’s 
closure plans – will be on the 
group.

Councillor Walsh added: ‘It 
is of further concern to note the 
Scottish government’s nomina-
tions include organisations who 

fundamental opposition to school 
closures under any circum-
stances, which does not suggest 
approaching the critical issues 
around rural education with an 
open mind.’

The commission is tasked with 
examining the link between rural 
education and rural communities. 
It will make recommendations 
on the delivery of all aspects of 
education in rural areas.

Education secretary Mr Rus-
sell said: ‘The group will report 
back next spring with a number 
of recommendations on the way 
forward for the delivery of educa-
tion in rural areas.’

 Members of the commission 
are Stephen Hagan, leader of Ork-
ney Council; Anne Robertson, 
leader of Aberdeenshire Council; 
Terry Loughran, education 
convener of Inverclyde Council; 
Peter Mackenzie, Education Con-
vener of East Lothian Council; 

Malcolm Burr, chief executive 
of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar; 
Glenn Rodger, director of 
education at Scottish Borders 
Council; Peter Ferguson, head at 
Auchterhouse Primary School; 
Sandy Longmuir, Scottish Rural 
Schools Network;  Anne Baird, 
Argyll Rural Schools Network; 
Professor Cara Aitchison, head of 
Moray House School of Educa-
tion; Professor Bill Slee, James 
Hutton Institute; Bob Cree-Hay, 
National Parents Forum; plus two 
members to be nominated - one 
from the third sector and one 
from a rural background. Sheriff 
David Sutherland, from Tain, will 
chair the group.

Nominations 
include
organisations 
fundamentally
opposed to 
closures under 
any circumstance.
Dick Walsh

Isle music 
festival
heading for 
a sell-out
TIREE Music Festival is close 
to being a sell-out for the second 
year in succession, with fewer 

The Oban Times went to press.
The news comes after the 

festival announced Red Hot Chili 
Pipers frontman, Stuart Cassells, 
will hold a live piping workshop 
during this year’s event.

His arrival comes in support 
of the new Tiree Piping Soci-
ety, which aims to increase the 
number of pipers on the island 
and improve the skills of existing 
musicians.

A spokesperson for the festival 
said: ‘Despite an increase in 

will be headed for its second suc-
cessive sell out.  

‘If you’ve not managed to book 
your tickets yet and want to go, 
then do it now.’

At the time of going to press, 
Ticketsoup.com had 61 left, Tiree 
Business Centre 12 and Coll 
Stores 16.

will be bigger than ever. Headlin-
ers Wolfstone will be followed 
by such acts as the MacDonald 
Brothers, Pearl and the Puppets, 
Gaelic sensation Manran, local 
favourites Skerryvore – fresh 
from their appearance at T in the 
Park – and Americana star, Jill 
Jackson.

For more information, log on 
to tireemusicfestival.co.uk. To 
register for the piping workshop 
with Stuart Cassells, email info@
tireemusicfestival.co.uk.

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes



DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL & BUTE VALUATION 
JOINT BOARD
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2011
PRE-AUDIT INSPECTION

Notice is hereby given, under Regulation 5(1) of the Local Authority Accounts 
(Scotland) Regulations 1985, that the accounts to be audited, all books, 
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating thereto and copies 
of the financial statements of DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL & BUTE 
VALUATION JOINT BOARD for the year ended 31 March 2011, duly made 
up, balanced and signed, will be deposited in the offices of the TREASURER, 
DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL AND BUTE VALUATION JOINT BOARD, 
COUNCIL OFFICES, GARSHAKE ROAD, DUMBARTON.  The accounts will 
be open to INSPECTION on Mondays to Fridays, 29 July 2011 to 19 August 
2011 from 9.15 a.m. to 1.00p.m. and 2.00p.m. to 4.00p.m. and any person 
may take copies or extracts from the same without fee.

Any interested person may make objections to such Accounts or part thereof 
and shall transmit these objections and the grounds thereof in writing to the 
Auditors:
Grant Macrae, Director, KPMG LLP, Saltire Court, 20 Castle Terrace, 
Edinburgh, EH1 2EG
And a copy thereof to:
(i) The Controller of Audit, Accounts Commission, 

18 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2QU
(ii) Any officer concerned, and
(iii) To me, the undersigned, not later than 19 August 2011.

Where a person objects to the Accounts the Auditor shall, if so requested 
by that person, afford to that person an opportunity of appearing before and 
being heard by the Auditor with respect to objection.

J. White, FCMA Chartered FCIPD
Treasurer
Dunbartonshire and Argyll and Bute 
Valuation Joint Board
Garshake Road, 
DUMBARTON, G82 3PU

NOTICE UNDER SECTION 27 OF THE TRUSTEES ACT 1925
Employer Name: Ennstone PLC (subsequently Breedon Aggregates)
Pension Scheme Name: Ennstone Group Pension Scheme
The Ennstone Group Pension Scheme (“the Scheme”) was established on 
1 November 1993.
The Scheme commenced wind-up on 24 May 2011.
If you were an employee of the above Employer (or any of its subsidiaries 
or alternative iterations), and a member of the Scheme, and think you are 

importance that you make contact with them to establish whether or not you 
have an entitlement.
Claims should be sent in writing to the under-mentioned contact on or 
before (date two months after date notice issued), after which the Trustees 
will proceed with the distribution of the Scheme assets having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they have notice. Upon writing, you 

think you are entitled to.  It would be appropriate to include a copy of any 
documentation that can support your claim.

pension from the Scheme, or who have already received correspondence 
from the Trustees.
On behalf of the Trustees of the Ennstone Group Pension Scheme.
Address for Trustee communication: The Trustees of the Ennstone Group 
Pension Scheme, c/o KPMG LLP, Arlington Business Park, Theale, Reading 
RG7 4SD
Date of notice. xx June 2011Date of notice: 14 July 2011

Application for 
Apportionment

North Ballachulish 
Common Grazings

Jean Robertson, Croft No 
Seven intends to lodge an 
application for apportion-
ment of approximately 1.29 
hectares for the purpose of 
Stock Management.
Linda McLachlan Grazings 
Clerk/Constable, Garadh 
Mhor, North Ballachulish 
has a copy of the ap-
plication  which can be 
inspected by any person 
interested.
Any comments on the ap-
plication should be lodged 
with the Crofters Commis-
sion, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW, before July 28, 
2011.  A copy of any rep-
resentations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/02354/PIP

11/02355/PIP

11/02358/PIP

11/02362/FUL

11/02411/FUL

11/02415/FUL

11/02435/FUL

11/02441/PIP

11/02464/FUL

Development Address

Site 60M South East of 
Coimh Lionadh
Ormsaigbeg
Kilchoan
Acharacle

Land 90M South East of 
Coimh Lionadh
Ormsaigbeg
Kilchoan
Acharacle

Land 200m North East of
Ardlochy House
Gairlochy
Spean Bridge

White Corries Ski Centre
Kingshouse
Glencoe
Ballachulish
PH49 4HZ

Croft 3, 
40m North of 4 Bunacaimb
Arisaig

Waste Water Treatment 
Works
Corpach
Fort William

Tigh Na Hoige
Kentallen
Appin
PA38 4BY

Land 50M East Of Beinn 
Bhudhe
Achosnich
Kilchoan
Acharacle

9 Maccoll Terrace
Ballachulish
PH49 4JH

Proposal Description

Erection of house (renewal 
of 08/00103/OUTLO)

Erection of house (renewal 
of 08/00104/OUTLO)

Erection of house & 
detached garage - Plot 1 
(Renewal of 08/00313/
OUTLO & 09/00234/
REMLO)

Installation of ten 
static sleeping cabins, 
hardstanding pitches 
for touring campervans/ 
caravans

Demolition of old croft 
building and erection of 
house

Erection of kiosk

Proposed garage

Erection of house (renewal 
of 08/00194/OUTLO)

Proposed alterations and 
extension to dwelling 
house.

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

CROFTERS COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NAN 

CROITEARAN
DECROFTING DIRECTION 

ISSUED
Angus MacDonald
Drimdhu, Arisaig & Moidart
Croft house site - 0.116 ha 
Case no: 4.85.32541
Conditions:
(1) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stockproof fence 
within 4 months of acquisition.
(2) That fence shall be main-
tained in good order and repair 
by each successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Within 42 days of the date of 
this newspaper any person 
with an interest in the applica-
tion may appeal the decision 
to the Scottish Land Court.

CROFTERS COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NAN 

CROITEARAN
A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Crofters Commission 
into the application by A Car-
michael, D Carmichael, E D 
Carmichael and I G Carmichael 
to decroft the whole croft at 55 
Ormsaigbeg, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart advised as extending 
to 1.65 ha. 
The Hearing will take place 
in the Kilchoan Community 
Centre, Pier Road, Kilchoan 
on Thursday, 28 July 2011 at 
5pm and anyone interested 
may attend.  A statement of 
the facts and relevant issues 
may be obtained by writing 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Great Glen House, Inverness 
IV3 8NW by 21 July 2011 
quoting the reference number 
4.87.26934.

No appointment is necessary but for any 

on 0131 348 5616.

Highlands & Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor will be 
available for consultation 
with constituents on 
Wednesday 10th August, 
2-3pm, at the Coll Hall, 
Arinagour, Isle of Coll.

SAMS seeks an experienced caterer with their 
own off-site cooking and preparation facilities 
to provide hot and cold food and beverages 
to its staff students and visitors at its purpose 
built teaching facility situated at the Scottish 
Marine Institute campus at Dunstaffnage just 
outside Oban.

Full details of how to apply can be found on 
the SAMS website www.sams.ac.uk/pqq

Please send your completed Tender to ten-
ders@sams.ac.uk by 2nd August at 15:00pm 
to register your interest.

NOTICE FOR TENDER
TO PROVIDE

CATERING SERVICES
AT THE SCOTTISH
MARINE INSTITUTE

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

ref proposal site address location of plans

11/00673/PPP Site for the erection of 1 dwellinghouse. Garden Ground of Ashdon 
North Connel
Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA37 1RD

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/00972/PP Erection of dwelling house Land North East of 
Mountain View 
Isle of Lismore 
Argyll

Sub Post Office Lismore

11/00988/PP Demolition of existing boathouse, 
erection of replacement boathouse 
and repairs to existing small jetty

Muckairn House 
Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1JA 

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

11/01058/PPP Site for the erection of 
3 dwellinghouses

Land Adjacent to Old 
School House 
Appin 
Argyll and Bute 
PA38 4DB

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/01085/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land North West of Beadoun 
Tobermory 
Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Tobermory Area Office

11/01135/PP Erection of extension and conservatory 
and alterations to dwellinghouse

Grasspoint Cottage 
Lochdon
Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute
PA64 6AP 

Sub Post Office Craignure

11/01204/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 1 South of Ardchoille 
Bonawe 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/01212/PPP Site for erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 South of Ardchoille 
Bonawe 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Ledaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

ref proposal site address location of plans

11/01049/PP Erection of rear extension to 
dwellinghouse

Corrachan House
Dervaig 
Isle of Mull
Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6QJ 

Sub Post Office Dervaig

11/01067/PP Installation of oil tank and boiler 1 Cullipool 
Isle of Luing 
Oban 
Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4UB 

Sub Post Office Cullipool

11/01068/LIB Installation of oil tank and boiler 1 Cullipool 
Isle of Luing 
Oban 
Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4UB

Sub Post Office Cullipool

11/01120/LIB Replacement of external timber 
curtain wall screen and installation 
of replacement timber windows 
and powder coat aluminium 
flashing surrounds

The Old Bond House 
Main Street 
Tobermory 
Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Tobermory Area Office

11/01140/LIB Erection of extension and conservatory, 
external and internal alterations to 
dwellinghouse

Grasspoint Cottage 
Lochdon
Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute
PA64 6AP 

Sub Post Office Craignure

11/01203/LIB Erection of extension and alterations 
to courthouse

Court House 
Albany Street 
Oban 
Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4AL 

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, PA31 8ST, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the 
above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

ref proposal site address location of plans

11/00912/PP Erection of 13 metre high flue and 
support mast from biomass boiler plant 
at Progressive Care Facility (relative to 
planning consent ref. 09/00282/DET)

Land North East of Java 
Houses 
Craignure 
Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Craignure

11/01066/MFF Relocation of ardmaddy fish farm Port Na Morachd Seil Sound
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office Kilmelford

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the 
Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the 
above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

ref proposal site address location of plans

11/00802/PP Alterations and extension 
to dwellinghouse

Ros Gorm Main Street 
Port Charlotte 
Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute 
PA48 7TX 

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (VARIOUS ROADS, ISLE OF MULL)
(WEIGHT AND LENGTH RESTRICTIONS)(AMENDMENT) ORDER 2011 
On Monday 11th July 2011, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order in terms of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 as amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on 26th August 2011, introduces amendments to existing weight and length 
restrictions and introduces new restrictions on various roads on the Island of Mull as listed below. 
A copy of the Order and plan relative thereto are available for inspection during normal working hours Monday to Friday 
inclusive at the following offices;
(i) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory;
(ii) Salen Post Office, Salen, Isle of Mull;
(iii) Bunessan Post Office, Bunessan, Isle of Mull;
(iv) Craignure Post Office, Craignure, Isle of Mull;
(v) Dervaig Post Office, Dervaig, Isle of Mull;
(vi) Roads and Amenity Services, Municipal Building, Albany Street, Oban 
(vii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
List of roads affected:
B8035 Salen-Gruline-Kinloch Road  U6 Croig Road
B8073 Tobermory-Calgary-Gruline Road  U9 Cuin Road
B882 Back Brae, Tobermory  U12 Kilpatrick Road
C44 Ulva Ferry Road  U14 Grasspoint Road
C45 Dervaig-Torloisk Road  U16 Croggan Road
C46 Aros Bridge-Dervaig Road  U18 Lee-Knockan-Ardtun Road
C47 Glengorm Road  U20 Uisken Road
C48 Carsaig Road  U21 Kintra Road
C49 Ardtun Road  U42 Kilfinichen –Tioran Road
C54 Ardura-Lochbuie Road U70 Calgary Holdings Road
  U71 Knockvologan Road
  U75 Scoor Road
  U76 Balmeanach Road
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not 
within the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of that Act 
or any instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks from 15th July 
2011, apply to the Court of Session for this purpose.

Sandy MacTaggart, Executive Director, Development & Infrastructure Services, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Spion Kop | Skipness | Argyll
A traditional country house & self-catered annexe 
with views to Arran and West Loch Tarbert.

Spion Kop: 3 Public Rms | Kitchen 
| Utility Rm | WC | Conservatory | 3 
bedrms (master  ensuite) | Family 
Bathrm | The Kennels: Entrance 
vest/kitchenette | Sitting Rm | Shower 
Rm | Dble Bedrm | Airing cupboard | 
Detached dble garage w/ workshop, 

gardens | decked area | About 0.3 acre

Contact: Strutt and Parker, 150 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5NE

Tel: 0141 225 3880
Email: glasgow@struttandparker.com

Thursday 14 July, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 17PROPERTY

West Coast property service

LYNBRUN 
Rowan Road, Oban, Argyll 

For more information http://www.mypropertyforsale.co.uk/property101767.html
Phone 07517402319, email: obangav@gmail.com

An impressive 4 bedroom detached family home in a quiet 
and sought after area, yet still within easy walking distance to 
the town, far-reaching views across to Battle Ship Hill, Oban 
bay, the isle of Kerrera, and beyond to the Sound of Mull.
4 Bedrooms,  Kitchen, Utility room, Dining room/family 
room, Shower room, Family Bathroom,  Large upper level 

performance double glazing, 1/3acre front and rear gardens 
with fruit trees and raised vegetable beds, Large store, 
Large private drive.

Guide price 
£265,000

Offers in the region of £190,000

22 The Glebe, 
Kilmelford
Well presented, modern 
detached house in a 
popular and picturesque 
village location. In excellent 
decorative order and close 
to village amenities.
Hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
rear vestibule, 4 bedrooms 

(Master en suite), bathroom 
and shower room
Double glazing.
Night storage heating. 

Off street parking. Space 
for garage and garden 
shed

bellingram.co.uk

FOR SALE
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY
The ‘White Building’, North Pier, Oban, is being offered for sale.
Offers Over £550,000 are invited
Closing date for offers is Friday 5th August 2011

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
Former Rockfield Primary School, Stevenson Street, Oban
Offers Over £475,000 are invited
Closing date for offers is Friday 12th August 2011

For further information:
Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Blairvadach, Helensburgh 
G84 8ND
Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

WANTED
Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

R & A L Financial - Mortgage & Insurance Brokers
What we offer - Mortgage, Remortgage, First Time Buyer Mortgage, 

Equity Release, Self Build Mortgages, Commercial Loans, Secured Loans, 
Unsecured Loans, Life Insurance, General Insurance and Full Financial Reviews.

ATTENTION PARENTS
SON OR DAUGHTER AT UNI OR COLLEGE IN GLASGOW?
THINKING OF RENTING A FLAT?

STOP! WHY NOT BUY?
WITH OUR HELP IT’S EASIER THAN YOU THINK.
As a GSPC Member we can source suitable properties 
and with our experience in popular student areas, you 
can buy with confidence.
Our recommended Mortgage Adviser can guide you 
through Student Mortgages, Equity Release and other 
tailored financial options.
DON’T LINE A LANDLORD’S POCKET – 
INVEST IN THEIR FUTURE.
0141 429 7662
mail@mclc-law.co.uk

McLEISH
CARSWELL

TRADE

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

window blinds

plumbing & heating

We install and maintain plumbing systems
We install and maintain all types of central heating

We maintain all types of boilers

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

      SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS AND CURTAINS
 • Tracks & Poles
 • Complete fitting service
    • Free Estimates
Phone and Fax: 01631 710713
Email: info@stitchnine.co.uk
Web: www.stitchnine.co.uk

soft furnishings

ATLANTIC RIBS
AVON SEARIDER 4MT

£2500 o.n.o.

50hp mercury power trim and tilt, twin axel trailer
• Dell quey dory 13ft tender, offers.

• For sale 35hp mercury, 6hp evenrude.

Tel: 07900654862 or 01546 830205

23’ 6 COLVIC MOTOR 
SAILER

sound condition, GPS, VHF etc, 1.5 BMC diesel engine, £10,500 
ono.  Or free use offered to competent yachtsman in return for 

help with maintenance and sailing to elderly gentleman with little 
experience based 15 miles south of Oban.

For full particulars telephone 01852 300233 or 
01204 4113621 leave message if necessary.

LOCH LONG 
NO 91 ELAN

£500

A part of the Clyde’s boat building history. Built 1962 by R Shaw of Cove.
Ready to sail on a mooring in Tarbert. Road trailer also available.
Contact Robert McPhail 01880 820 643

£6500 o.n.o.

Complete with 90hp 
mariner and trailer

Little use.

Telephone: 
01546 602185

RIB FOR SALE
6.5 METRES

COMMERCIAL

£1100 o.n.o.

13ft 3” long traditional style
Wooden

Recently re caulked by 
Crinan Boats

Telephone: 
01546 602185

FISHING
BOAT

2

£650

Peter Milne design
All sails and trailer 

included
Telephone: 

01546 602185

14FT YACHT 
SKIPPER
MODEL

2

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

FLAT TO LET
Mossfi eld Drive, Oban
Beautifully appointed

Top Floor Flat
With private garden and 

own entrance
2 bedrooms, fully fi tted 

kitchen
£595 pcm + Bills

No D.S.S. Ref. required

Tel: 01631 730491 
or mob. 07816459503

TO LET

To let 
Tobermory Harbour Visitor Centre has a space 
available (62.3sqm) to rent from 13.11.2011.

Deadline Monday 15 August 2011

bellingram.co.uk

To Let
Lochside Cottage
Fasnacloich, Argyll
Lochside cottage is 
situated within a rural 

from superb views, 
affording a stunning waterside location. 

The property offers bright and spacious 
accommodation with 3 reception rooms, kitchen, 

shower room. 

bedrooms (two en-suite). 

Located 6 miles North East of Appin and 
approximately 18 miles South of Oban.

Rent: £650 pcm

FLAT FOR RENT
Glasgow West End

2 bedroom
Furnished

Security Entrance
Parking facilities

Good area

Telephone 07795 596373

TRADE
FOR SALE

family business in a beautiful 
West Coast setting

Four apartment accommodation 
optional

Owners retiring
Telephone 07795 596373

SALING TIMES

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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£3200 o.n.o.

Top of the Range
Sat nav,air con,cd auto 

changer.
2001, Taxed and Mot’d

Seven seater
Good clean condition.

Telephone: 
07500786612

TOYOTA PREVIA 
CDX VVTI AUTO

£3900 + VAT.

55 REG, 82,000 MLS, 
TAXED AND MOT’D.

Telephone: 
07747 016900

FORD TRANSIT 
HIGH SIDE TIPPER

ECORIDER OFF ROAD 
MOTORCYCLE

£1200 + VAT.

DIESEL ENGINE, ELECTRIC START, 
ONLY DONE 20 HRS.
Tel: 07747 016900

SUBARU FORESTER 
2.0 X

£4700

AWD, 04 REG, 69,000 MLS, FSH, NEW SET OF WINTER TYRES, 
JUST SERVICED, TOWBAR, VGC. 

Tel: 07747 016900

60 LANDROVER DEFENDER 110 
DOUBLE CAB PICKUP 

CD Player, Ifor Williams aluminium canape, 
tow bar - single electrics 

Green, normal LandRover  refinement.

Contact Gordon Kerr or John Urquhart  
0141 309 9537

AVANTGARDE 140 “COACH 
BUILT” COMPASS CAMPER VAN

£19,500 o.n.o.

4 berth, Peugeot Boxer Chassis 2.2 diesel engine, high 
spec., many extras. Service, tax and mot till April 2012.

Tel: 07802 410033

£4250 o.n.o.

05, 26,000 miles, 
MOT till April 2012, 
new tyres, fsh, very 

clean car.

Telephone: 
07833 312583

ZAFIRA
1.6i LIFE

RENAULT CLIO 1.2 16V 
2005

£3250

17” alloys, Upgraded stereo, Rear spoiler, Tinted windows
Very clean, 39,000 genuine miles, Taxed August 2011 

Mot’d February 2012

Tel: 01546 603382 (after 7pm)

£2700 o.v.n.o.

5 door, diesel, automatic, 
2004, 56000 miles, 

years MOT, 6 months tax, 
service history.

Telephone: 
07833 552016

VAUXHALL VECTRA 
SRI DTI 16V 2.2

£13,500 NO VAT.

Q - Hitch, 
well maintained, 
good condition, 
12,000 hours

Telephone: 
01967 431563

2000 CASE 
9013

EXCAVATOR

PORSCHE BOXSTER  2.7  2001
BRITISH RACING GREEN 

£8500

* Excellent cure for a mid life crisis.
* Full main dealer service history 

* Low mileage. * Hard top included.

Tel: 01631 730256

£1700 o.n.o.

54 reg, taxed until 
31/11/11, motd February 

2012, 112k miles, 
1.5 turbo diesel 50mpg, 

cd player.
Telephone: 

07825076790

RENAULT KANGOO 
VAN 1.5DCI

WANTED
All types of light 
commercials and 

4 x 4’s, Ford, 
Mercedes, Toyota 

etc.  Finance 
settled, company 

clearances
welcome, high 

miles, non runners 
considered,
cash buyer.
Telephone 

07734304924

£1650 o.n.o.

2 berth with full awning
Very good condition

Telephone: 
01583 441245 or 

01546 510225

SWIFT
CORNICHE

YAMAHA 
MT – 01

£5500 o.n.o.

2007 07, silver, 1700cc, V twin, 1,600 miles, 
recently serviced, 12 months MOT, 6 months tax.

Tel: 07765 956813 (after 6pm)

WANTED

4x4,
any make, 
model or 
condition

considered,
even MOT 

failure.

Telephone: 
07979 541453

RENAULT TRAFFIC 
DCI 120.

£5000

07.  MOT & TAXED till 2012.
Tel: 07732 474583.  

Chris Moore
T

£850

X reg, MOT December 23, 
2011, tax July 31, 2011, 

excellent runner, 
very reliable.

Telephone: 
07919370482

RENAULT 
CLIO GRANDE

2

AUDI S3 
225 BHP

£7950

2003 full Audi service history one previous doctor owner this car 
is in immaculate original condition  bought from Glasgow Audi 

extremely well looked after new cam-belt fitted last service below 
average miles full unmarked leather interior long Mot & Tax

Tel: 01586 552283 or 07885782670 2

£1500 o.n.o.

Taxed till end July
Motd till Feb 2012

Metalic Silver
Cd Player, Air Con,

Good condition.

Telephone: 
07500786612

PEUGEOT 206 SW
YEAR 2003

2

£2100 o.n.o.

Great Condition 
Race Tuned

New Grips Chain + 
Sprockets
Excel Rims 

Telephone: 
01631 730323

KTM 125 SX 
2008

2

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

to input your details and not only will your 
ad appear online but will  also appear 

in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY SWING can be used 
from when baby can hold their 
head up unaided!  Approx £25 
new, I can deliver locally in or 
around Oban,  £10 ono Tel-
ephone 07824 611226.
BICYCLE SEAT Hamax for 
child 9mnths-3yrs, great con-
dition, with helmet, Oban,  £49 
Telephone 07919 651181.
MACLAREN  BUGGY this 
lightweight stroller has only 
been used by Grandma, so 
has plenty of miles to go In 
good clean condition with rain 
cover,  £15 Telephone 01855 
821519.
PINE COTBED Mothercare, 
like new,  £90 Telephone 
01546 602086.
PINE WARDROBE Mother-
care, freestanding with 2 draw-
ers, excellent condition,  £150 
Telephone 01546 602086.
PUSHCHAIR 3 wheeler, 
with raincover, sheepskin foot 
warmer, Balco make,  £30 Tel-
ephone 01546 602185².

 BICYCLES
BICYCLE Raleigh Ladies ,  
£5 Telephone 01546 603425.
GENT’S MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Apollo Rector 9200; full ac-
tive suspension;Shimano 
18speed index shift; frame 
20in;wheels 26x2.10in; con-
forms to BS6102.1;VGC,  £45 
Telephone 01546 886300.
LADIES BIKE Giant Holly-
wood, suit small adult or girl 
12yrs+, 16” frame, 15 speed, 
very good condition,  £40 Tel-
ephone 01546 510381.
LADIES MOUNTAIN BIKE 
Genesis Free Spirit; blue; 15 
gears twist, grip, select. Frame 
20in; wheels 26x1.95in; con-
forms to BS6102.1; mud-
guards; vgc,  £45 Telephone 
01546 886300.
MOUNTAIN BIKE Freespirit 
Windsor, gents 22” frame, 15 
speed, good condition for age,  
£20 Telephone 01546 510381.
RALEIGH GIRLS BIKE pink, 
used twice,  £40 Telephone 
07828 730964.

 BOOKS
BOOK BUNDLES 2 Bundles 
of 20 x various novels in excel-
lent condition. Price is for each 
bundle,  £12 Telephone 01546 
603425.

 BUILDING / DIY
3’ X 2’ PAVING SLABS good 
condition,  £3 Telephone 01838 
200508.
BUILDING MATERIALS 
5 used 1200mm long precast 
steps,  £49 Telephone 07882 
331506.
CABLE STAND for running 
out cable on drums. Dimen-
sions:-  45cm wide x 38cm high,  
£10 Telephone 01546 886300.
INSIDE DOORS with glass x 2,  
£30 Telephone 01546 606085.
LADDER 14ft wooden, good 
condition,  £20 Telephone 01631 
710380.
ROOFING TILES 150 Re-
claimed Redland Mini Stone-
wold roof tiles £45
Telephone 07882331506.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
ROOF BARS new, still in 
box for Seat ‘Altea’ etc, no of-
fers,  £49.50 Telephone 01631 
570281.
VOLKSWAGEN ACCESSO-
RY genuine VW Passat estate 
(98-06) dog/safety guard easy to 

condition will do many more 
years,  £25 Telephone 01855 
821519.

 CATERING 
EQUIPMENT

DEEP FAT FRYER stainless 
steel ,  £12 Telephone 01880 
821126.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

BOYS CLOTHES 0-3 months, 
one Mac & Co (McKays) baby 

suit and four pairs of trousers.  
£10 the lot.  Call or text 01586 
810457 or 07833 155212,  Tel-
ephone .
BOYS CLOTHES 3-6 

tops, two pairs of cord trousers, 

Adidas three piece tracksuit.  
£12 the lot.  Call or text 01586 
810457 or 07833 155212,  
FUR COAT Genuine, choco-
late brown, size 16,  £45 Tel-
ephone 07765 214941.
FUR COAT Genuine horse 
hair, brown,size 16,  £45 Tel-
ephone 01546 602972.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

WII ZUMBA FITNESS Wii 
Zumba Fitness with belt.  Used 
once.,  £15 Telephone 01546 
603425.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREVILLE HAND BLEND-
ER  with attachments,  £19 
Telephone 01631 720284².
COOKER ELECTRIC good 
condition,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 563330.
FRIDGE FREEZER Hotpoint 
Iced Diamond, white, good 
condition, can be seen work-
ing,  £40 Telephone 01631 
562711.
INDESIT FRIDGE FREEZ-
ER 3-4 tears old, good condi-
tion,  £49.99 Telephone 07745 
520106.
SERVIS WASHING MA-
CHINE silver, good condi-
tion,  £140 Telephone 01631 
720452.
TUMBLE DRYER good 
working order,  £25 Telephone 
01631 563330.

 DOMESTIC PETS
CAVALIER KING 
CHARLES PUPS home bred 
with children and other dog. 
Parents excellent ped. KC Reg. 
First Vac given,  ready now,   
Telephone 07917 034653 or 
01631 562152 after 6pm².

 EQUESTRIAN
DOUBLE BRIDLE as new 
condition rhinegold full size 
double bridle with bits .,  £49.99 
Telephone 07810565968.
MOUNTAIN HORSE 
BOOTS size 5 mountain horse 

tion, worn a couple of times at 
shows,  £45 Telephone 07875 
371580.
MOUNTAIN HORSE 
BOOTS Mountain horse 
chaps soft black leather size 
short wide as new condition 
worn a couple of times,  £40 
Telephone 07875 371580.
TOGGI JODPHUR BOOTS 
black size 5 as new condition,  
£20 Telephone 07875 371580.
TURNOUT RUGS 2 medium 
weight turnout rugs one with 
full neck,  1 heavy weight turn-

out with full neck size 5.9 from 
£10 to £40,  £40 Telephone 
07875 371580.

 FURNITURE
 CHAIR pink adult moon chair,  
£5 Telephone 01546 603425.
BED SETTEE brown, bed 
unused.  Buyer collects from 
Taynuilt,  £35 Telephone 
01866 822071.
BUNK BEDS fullsize with 
mattresses, can be used as two 
singles, buyer collects,  £100 
Telephone 01880 820883.
MATTRESS new, Memory 
foam/orthopaedic heat respon-
sive mattress. Never used, still 
wrapped .Can deliver. Cost 
£499 sell for,  £150 Telephone 
07979 640891.
PLASTIC STOOLS 2 x 
moulded adult  (1 x red, 1 x 
blue) - 21” high,  £6 Telephone 
01546 603425.
PULLOUT GUEST BED 

Fold out legs to raise to height 
of normal bed. Good as new, 
hardly used,  £40ono Tel-
ephone 07787 561452.
SETTEE green leather three 
seater settee and two chairs, 
excellent condition,  £450 Tel-
ephone 07717 395310.
SINGLE BED Metal Frame, 
Good condition 18 months 
old,  £49.99 Telephone 01631 
562711.
TV HI-FI WOODEN CABI-
NET drop down hinged door; 

rear; dimensions W71, D43, 
H43 cms; VGC but small 
scratch on top,  £20 Telephone 
01546 886300.

 GARDEN
MANURE well rotted horse 
manure,  £1.50 Telephone 
07875371580.
PADDED LOUNGERS 2 x 
blue padded multi position for 
the garden,  £25 Telephone 
01880 821126.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
BLACK AND DECKER 
GT259 51cm hedge clipper, 
hardly used,  £29.99 Telephone 
01631 720284.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
BODY STYLE FITNESS 
CYCLE ,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720284.
CROSS TRAINING STEP-
PER in very good condition,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
563171.
EXERCISE BIKE ,  £30 Tel-
ephone 01546 606085.
ROWING MACHINE ,  £30 
Telephone 01546 606085.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

MULTI FUEL STOVE small 
country kiln stove without back 
boiler.  Also 2 straight  and 1 

Cheap for quick sale,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 830104.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

JONES ELECTRIC SEW-
ING MACHINE vgc,  £39.99 
Telephone 01631 720284.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

HITACHI RADIO/CD/TAPE 
UNIT including 2 speakers, 
vgc,  £9.99 Telephone 01631 
720284.
SKY+ BOX  (PANASONIC 
TU-DSB30) excellent condi-
tion complete with remote 
control,  and telephone lead.  
Original box and manual also 
available,  £20 Telephone 
01631 710352.
TV 32 INCH FLAT SCREEN 
Good condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 563330.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
PINE HEADBOARD new, 5ft 

£48 Telephone 07748 711138.
Z-BED fold up Z-bed and mat-
tress, good condition,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01631 562711.

 HOME OFFICE
LEATHER OFFICE CHAIR 

sturdy wide chair with curved 
padded arms and medium/low 
back,  £45 Telephone 01880 
821126.

 JEWELLERY AND 
WATCHES

BENCH LED WATCH Gents, 
black leather strap, unwanted 
gift, still in box,  £30 Telephone 
07765 214941.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

ARMITAGE BASIN & 
PEDESTAL I have a sink 
& pedestal for sale from 
Jewsons,(unopened) cost 
approx £36-£40,  will sell 
for £30,  Telephone 07824 
611226.

 LIVESTOCK
FREE RANGE LAVEN-
DER ORPINGTON Pullets 
and Cockerels, also mixture 
of pullets and Muscovy 
Ducklings,   Telephone 
01499 302090.
PULLETS FOR SALE 
brown, black or pure breeds, 
ducks, geese, feeders, drink-
ers, hen sheds,   Telephone 
01470 572213.
SPRINGER SPANIEL 
PUPS liver and white, dogs 
and bitches, from working 
dogs.,   Telephone 07767 
010673 (Oban).

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CAL-
ENDARS, featuring spec-
tacular photography of some 
of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and moun-
tains. Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-
line at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE UNDER £250
FIBROCELL CARTOP 
SAILING/ Rowing com-
plete with oars, rowlocks, 
sails etc. £75 ono,   Tel-
ephone 01583 431677 Car-
radale².

 MISCELLANEOUS
OIL TANK Titan oil tank 
1300 litres, good condition.  
Free to collect,   Telephone 
01546 603861.

 MOBILITY
STAIRLIFT ACORN SU-
PERGLIDE 120 Approx 
4.5m long 13/14 straight 

cluded including battery, 
charger and mains plug. 2 
year old, seldom used. Cost 
over £1,500, offers over 
£350,  Telephone 07917 
014628, Oban.

 MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

BAGPIPES FOR SALE 
Ivory mounts, Hardy chant-
er and Henderson Drones,  
£2200 ono Telephone 01631 
565052².
ELECTRIC GUITAR First 
Act Sheena ce220 with soft 
case, fully working, some 
surface damage from stick-
ers,  £45 Telephone 01852 
300236.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

WINDSURFER BOARD 
CARRIER Automatic Au-
tomaxi #11 Windsurfer 
Board & Mast Carrier. Fits 
most roof bars. New item-
still in original packaging,  
£12.95 Telephone 01631 
563978.

 PET ACCESSORIES
SMALL SHEEPSKIN CAT 
BED   suitable for small cat 
or kitten, never used,  £5 
Telephone 01546 603425.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
HANDMADE GREET-
ING CARDS photographic, 
unique variety of designs, 
free delivery, www.lalum-
ierephotography.co .uk ,  
£1.99 Telephone 0.

 POWER TOOLS
720 WATT BELT SANDER 
Black and Decker, vgc hard-
ly used,  £29.99 Telephone 
01631 720284.
MAXTRA CHAIN 
SAWCHAIN grinder, has 
had little use,  £29.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 720284.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

BUSINESS STATION-
ERY Design and printing 
of letterheads, comp slips 
and cards, for a hassle free 
service contact Krisp Print,   
Telephone 01586 554975.

THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day. 
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print,   
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
JIGSAW BUNDLE 10 x 

condition, pieces from 500 to 
1500,  £10 Telephone 01546 
603425.
JIGSAW BUNDLE Bundle of 

tion, pieces from 500 to 1000,  
£5 Telephone 01546 603425.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all types of 
scrap metal, we uplift scrap 
cars, call Mr Cook, West Coast 
Scrap Metals. Telephone 01499 
500638 or 07787 991636².

PERSONALS

CARS AND VEHICLES

PEPPER AT STUD
Rough-coated Parson Jack 

Russell Terrier
Good natured. All inocula-

tions. Kennel and Jack Russell 
Club Registered breeder.

Iain Thornber. 
Tel 01967 421651

iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Thanks to Joan and 
Colin Felgate and all 
the wonderful staff at 
Lochnell Arms Hotel 

for a fabulous wedding 
reception and looking 

after us all so well.  
Thanks also to Mel 

Wallace, George Noble, 
Kyle and DJ and the 

coastal connections team.
Theresa and James

Baillie-Card

Paul and Chris would 
like to thank everyone 
for the cards and gifts 

and for joining us at 
our Graduation Party. 

A great night 
was had by all.

This chick 
from Achalic 
is the big 50 

this week

Happy 
Birthday

Fiona

Happy 
18th
Emma

All our love
Mum, Dad, Cammy
Nanna and Papa

xx xx

 “...But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, 

that the promise by faith of 
Jesus Christ might be given 

to them that believe.”

For you to believe it is 
imperative that you part with 
your sins or with the Saviour.

Do you know Him?

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk
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Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 17 July 2011

Trinity 4
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ............. 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 17 July 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

CHARITY DONATIONS

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

WEDDING

GRADUATIONS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-
insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk 

WEBB - MACMILLAN
Married on 4th June at Barcaldine House Hotel. 

Kevin, son of Gary and Sue Webb, Bloxwich, Walsall, 
West Midlands to Grace, daughter of Norrie and 

Mary MacMillan, Dalcairn, Benderloch.

Frances Twort graduated from The Open University at 
The Royal Concert Hall Glasgow on 28th May 2011 with 

Diploma in adult nursing Dip HE (Ad Nsg) (Open) Frances 
is the daughter of the late Ron and Margaret Martin Fort 

William and was a pupil of Lochaber High School. She now 
lives in Benderloch with her husband and three sons and 

works in Lorn and Islands Hospital Oban, as a Staff Nurse.

Caroline Grace recently graduated from the University of 
Strathclyde with a PGDE in Primary Education. Caroline 
is the eldest daughter of the late Hugh and Nan Cameron, 
Salen, Mull. Caroline will be completing her probationary 
training year in the Helensburgh area where she lives with 

her husband and family.

BIRTHS
COUTTS – Giles and 
Eilidh (née MacMillan) 
are delighted to announce 
the arrival of Cameron 
Alexander on July 10, 
2011 at Dr Gray’s Hospital, 
Elgin.  Third grandchild to 
Ian and Anne, Braeside, 
Oban and Lorna and the late 
Ian, Elgin.

ENGAGEMENTS
GREAVES – HEALEY
– Both families are happy to 
announce the engagement of 
Jessica, youngest daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Greaves, 
Phillipines, to Kieran, 
youngest son of Denis and 
Sandra Healey, Benderloch.

DEATHS
CAMERON - James 
(Jimmy Sam) of 101 
Kilmallie Road, Caol. 
Peacefully on July 4, 2011 
at Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, husband of the 
late Margaret Cameron, 
much loved father, grandpa 
and great grandpa. Sorely 
missed.
COLVILLE -  In loving 
memory of  William Beaton,  
who sadly lost his battle on 
July 5, 2011. A much loved 
husband, brother, brother-
in-law and uncle. Will be 
missed by all who knew 
him. Funeral service to be 
held on  July 18, 3.20 pm 
at Barham Crematorium. 

but donations, if desired, 
to Pilgrims Hospices, 56, 
London Road, Canterbury, 
CT2 8JA.
COTTERILL – Sheila (née 
Minion) died on Tuesday, 
July 12, 2011, beloved 
wife of Grahame, loving 
mother to Stephen and Paul, 
daughter-in-law Sharon and 
a much loved grandmother 
to Jordon, Riley and George.  
Private funeral service to 
take place.  Donations, 
if desired to Macmillan 
Cancer Support and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care.
HARDIE - Suddenly 
on  July 11, 2011, Adam, 
loving husband of May, 
“Guisachan”, Longistan 
Road, Oban, devoted father 
to Lesley and Derek. Sadly 
missed.
KELLY - Peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on Friday  July 8, 
2011.  James Kelly beloved 
husband of Pauline, dear 
father of Evelyn, James, 
Joyce and the late Kenneth.  
Much loved grand-dad 
of Philip, Leanna, Claire, 
Craig and Colin, father-in-
law to Allan, Donald and 
Zena. Funeral to take place 
at Muckairn Parish Church, 
Taynuilt on Monday July 
18, 2011 at 1pm thereafter 
to Muckairn Cemetery.
Very Sadly Missed.
MACLEOD – Archibald, 
O.B.E. Archie passed away 
very suddenly in Cowal 
Community Hospital on 
July 4, 2011 in his 84th year, 
former Head of W.S.A.C. 
Advisory Services in Argyll 
and latterly Chairman of 
the Crofters Commission. 
Dearly loved husband 
for 53 years of Sheena F. 
Ferguson, loving father of 
Neil (decd. 1989), John 
(Dunoon), Ewan (Canada) 
and daughters-in-law 
Shirley A. and Shirley L. 
and proud, caring grandpa 
of Kenneth and Iona. The 
funeral service took place 
on Wednesday, July 13.
MACPHERSON - 
CROSSLAND - Richard.  
With great sadness that we 
announce the passing of 

Richy, on July 8 at Marie 
Curie Hospice, Stobhill. 
Funeral will take place at 
St Muns, Ballachulish on 
Thursday, July 14 at 2pm 
and thereafter to Duror 
Cemetery.
McLEAN -  Margaret.
Peacefully on  July 7, 2011 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital. 
Margaret dear friend of 
Alastair, daughter of Alec 
and Grace, aunt to Sandra 
and David. Cremation 
Service at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday 
July 15, at 12.15. Memorial 
Service at St.Oran’s Parish 
Church, Connel on Monday 
July 18,  at 7.00p.m. No 
Flowers. Ordinary Clothes 
- Not Black.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BOYD – Douglas, Alistair, 
David and families extend 
a sincere thanks to all who 
gave us their sympathy and 
friendship following the 
recent loss of dad. After 
a long and active life dad 
required assistance only 
in the last year and this 
was unfailingly provided 
by staff at Lorn Medical 
Centre, Oban Hospital and 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service, people to whom 
we are greatly indebted. 
Thanks go to Rev. Cameron 
and Rev. Butler for their 
inspiring services and to 
Kenneth Moncrieff and 
the Reel and Strathspey 

at the church. As always D 
& A Munn attended to all 

and unobtrusive manner. A 

everyone at Torosay Court 
for being such lovely people 

over this last year. A retiral 
collection raised over £600 
for A.B.C.D., money which 
will be put to good use.
CAMERON - The family 
of the late James (Jimmy 
Sam), would like to thank 
friends and family for their 
kindness, help and support 
since and before the sad 
passing of our father. Many 
thanks also to the staff who 
cared for him in the Belford 
Hospital, the Rev Chris 
Macrae, Rev Gordon Mair 
and Rev Sandy Sutherland 
for their on-going kindness 
and devotion. Also Mike 
McFall for his professional 
services. The collection 
for the Step Down Ward, 
Belford Hospital raised £775.
- Sammy, Iain, Donnie, 
Shona and families.
CHRISTIE – The family of 
the late Ronald Drummond 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends, the 
Belford Hospital, Libby, 
Eilidh, Craig and all the 
staff at Moss Park for 
their kindness and caring. 
Thanks to Mike McFall for 
his professionalism, John 
Fraser for his comforting 
service and the organist 
and piper for their lovely 
music, also to all who sent 

and gave so generously 
to Moss Park Residents 
Fund, to the Railway Club 
for catering and to all who 
attended the church and 
graveside services.
MACCALLUM - Barbara, 
Neil, Mairi and Elizabeth 
of the late Norman 
MacCallum would 
sincerely like to thank all 
family and friends for their 
many kind expressions of 

and visits.  Thanks also 
to the staff at Bunessan 
Surgery, Helicopter Crew, 
Golden Jubilee Hospital, 
Billy McClymont Funeral 
Directors, Rev Linda 
Pollock, Brendan, Marilyn 
and the staff at the Keel 
Row.  Finally thank you to 
all who paid their respects 
at church and graveside.  
The sum of £512 very 
generously donated will 
be shared between Creich 
Church and the Ross of 
Mull Coastguard.
MACKECHNIE – Iain, 
Betty and family would 
like to thank doctors and 
nursing staff at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital for the 
care given to Dochie in 

thanks to Ian MacInnes of 
D & A Munn for arranging 
the funeral, getting Dochie 
home to Jura, done with 

Thanks to Rev. Angus 
Morrison for the service 
and to all who attended at 
the graveside. A special 
thanks to Martha for all the 
help she gave  to  Dochie, 
and for being such a good 
friend.
McKINVEN – Ella, 
Calum, Wilma, Mairi, Iain 
and families would like to 
thank very sincerely all 
family, neighbours and 
friends for their support 
and kindness by way of 
letters, cards, telephone 
calls and visits following 
our recent sad loss, Rev 
Burroughs for his moving 
and comforting service, 
David McEwan for his 
beautiful music, Alasdair 
Blair for his caring and 

Hotel for their excellent 
purvey.  A very special 
thanks to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside.  The retiring 
collection of £1692 was 
raised for Macmillan 
Nurses, Kintyre Locality.
ROWLANDS – Morgun 
and Olwen would like to 
thank family and friends 
for all their support and 
kindness following their 
recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to aunty Mary for 
all her help and support, 
also special thanks to Dr 
Alison Murray, the doctors 
and nursing staff on 
Ward B, Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, and all staff on 
Level 7 Centre, Renal Unit, 

would also like to thank 
Rev. Dugald Cameron for 
his comforting service and 
Hamish and Catriona for 
funeral arrangements. The 
retiral collection raised 
£290.54 in aid of North 
Argyll Stroke Association.

ROSS - Anne and family 
would like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their messages of sympathy, 

their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to Rev.C.Macrae for 

Thanks also to Mike McFall 
for funeral arrangements. 
The sum of £212.42 was 
raised for Scottish Cot Death 
Trust.

IN MEMORIAM
BUCHANAN – In loving 
memory of our wonderful 
and loving husband and dad 
Peter, who passed away on 
July 12, 2005.
Always in our thoughts and 
lovingly remembered.
- Julie, Anne, Andrew and 
families
GILLIES - Precious 
memories of a much loved 
husband Donnie, father and 
grandad, who passed away 
on July 16, 1992 and loved 
ones gone before.
Our thoughts are ever with 
you
Though you have passed 
away
And those that loved you 
dearly
Are thinking of you today.
- Jean and family, 47 
Drumfada Terrace, Corpach.
MACBRIDE - Treasured 
memories of a dear aunty 
Mary, who died on July 13, 
1995.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Rosemary, Ewen, Ewen 
and Ross, Tigh-na-Coille, 
Spean Bridge.
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of Sandra, died 
July14, 2010.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Allan and family, 
Tobermory.
MACLENNAN – In loving 

away on July 17, 2007, 
beloved wife, mother and 
grandmother.
Sadly missed.
- Neillie and family.
McMILLAN - Treasured 
and everlasting memories of 
my dear husband Neil, who 
died on July 18, 1996.
I picture a beautiful garden
And by the gate you stand
One day that gate will open
And you will take my hand
- Your loving wife Zena, Port 
Ellen, Islay.
MORREN - In loving 
memory of a dear sister in 
law and aunt Morag Morren, 
who died July 19, 2005.
Always remembered.
- Ellen and family and Ron 
and Bess.
PROSSER – In loving 
memory of George, our 
dearly loved dad, dad-in-law, 
granddad and great granddad 
who died on July 13, 2002.
Forever in our thoughts
And in our hearts
Your memory we treasure
Remembered always with 
our love 
Betty and Iain

Loved and missed our 
special granddad ‘P’
Marina, Cammy and Emma
ROBB – In loving memory 
of Elsie, who died on July 
17, 2010.
Loving and kind in all your 
ways
A friend and fair to the end 
of your days
Sincere and true in heart and 
mind
Beautiful memories you left 
behind.
Loved and remembered 
every day and sorely 
missed.
- By all the family.
SMITH – In loving memory 
of Morag, a dearly loved 
wife and mother,
who died on July 14, 2007.
We miss you more than 
words can say
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Jimmy, Violet and Theresa.
SPREADBURY – Treasured 
memories of Charles, dearly 
loved husband, father and 
grandfather.
Always on our minds
Forever in our hearts
Moira and family.
STEWART - Iain, July 12, 
2002.
Happy thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that last 
forever.
- Love Dunriona and 
family.
THOMSON – Precious 
memories of Irene who 
died on July 16, 1966 aged 
3 years.
So dearly loved
Now with Dad.
- Love Mum and Frankie.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
I HAVE just returned from the Royal 
Highland and Agricultural Show, which was 
visited by 182,984 people over four days, at 
Ingilston. 

The Scottish Rural Churches Group, who 
runs the churches stand, hosted a visit of 
church leaders on June 23, with the opportu-
nity to meet and talk to Scottish Government 
minister Richard Lochhead. 

The churches stand witnesses the involve-
ment of the churches with the issues affecting 
the lives of those who live and work in our 
rural communities, show-cases the issues 
with which we have recently been engaged 
and provides a place where church members 

spiritual refreshment. 
The church leaders’ visit emphasises the 

importance of that rural mission and the 
depth of our engagement with current rural 

and agricultural issues.  
The main themes were food security and 

pilgrimage, with the launch of a report on 
the contribution of pilgrimage to a future 
Scotland.  

For the churches the development of 
pilgrim routes and their associated facilities 
represents an opportunity to play a part in 
a major community activity and the option 
of developing a very different expression of 
church and faith and an alternative way of 
meeting a clear national need for spirituality.  

We propose the setting up of a Forum on 
Pilgrimage and Pilgrim Routes. Most of all 
the presence of the church at the heart of show 

everyone and we are given the privilege to be 
alongside others in His name.

Bill Harvey 
Scottish Churches Rural Group

Reformed RBL branch 
welcomes area leader
THE NEWLY reformed Royal British Legion 
Scotland (RBLS) Oban branch welcomed the 
organisation’s area chairman to talk to the 
new members.

At only the third meeting of the new group, 
Andy Bryan, chairman of the Glasgow and 
Western Counties area, spoke to those in 
attendance at Soroba House Hotel.

The inaugural meeting of the group was 

held on April 9 and the group currently has 
around 25 members. It meets every second 
Monday of the month at the hotel and the 
committee said it would welcome any new 
members, who are ex-services or support the 
aims of the legion.

To celebrate Armed Forces Day, the legion 
organised a dance in the Argyllshire Gather-
ing Halls.

RBLS area chairman Andy Bryan, third from left, is pictured with Oban branch committee 
members, from left: Lesley Blair-Simmonds, Archie MacCulloch, Ian Blair-Simmonds, Ross 

Manson and Marjory Gilmour. 

Rotary Club’s special visitors

The Rotary Club of Oban was joined by District Governor, Roberta Gaitan, of Erskine and 
District Club from the West of Scotland and Assistant District Governor, Andy Lees, from 
Mid Argyll, at the fi rst meeting of the new year.  The club is looking forward to another 

active year under this year’s president, Ken Oxland and his new Council. 

Toddlers’ special leaving service

It was an emotional time for families and friends when the children from the Happy House 
Christian Pre School sang songs and received a presentation at their leaving service in the 

Baptist Church. The talk was given by Rev Carol Leech.

STRATHFILLAN Community Council 
members will maintain their objection to 
the A82 upgrade, saying every aspect of 

time.’
They say the currently planned for 14 weeks 

of closure of the road would ‘devastate’ many 
businesses in the area and cause problems 
that could take years to resolve.

The group has also called on the Scottish 
Government to fully assess the impact on 
both the community and local business in 
Crianlarich should the work go ahead as part 
of the £500,000 it has set aside to carry out a 
full study on A82 upgrade work.

But the community council’s chairman, 
John Riley, says a bypass of Crianlarich 
– planned as part of the A82 upgrade - could 

nity gain is paid in compensation.
He said: ‘The study should look closely at 

what could happen here. There may be some 

problems as a result of the proposals it will 
show up. We are hoping to make various 
gains in terms of community gain from the 
bypass.  We have one or two things in mind 
and that’s principally why we formed Crian-
larich into Action (CiA). 

‘The Pulpit Rock upgrade could be marvel-
lous for the area, but only if they don’t close 
the roads. 

‘A 14 week closure of the trunk road would 
devastate many businesses and some indi-
viduals who live on the other side.

‘They have to look at ways they can per-
form the upgrade without closing the roads. 
Another consideration is the possibility of a 
new gold mine at Cononish.  They absolutely 
have to get this right.

‘On Monday we voted by 5-2 to maintain 
our objection to the plans as they stand.  
We need to be involved and be able to have 
our say and that’s why we’re continuing to 
object.’

Community council maintains 
objection to A82 proposals
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Bodybuilding
brothers win
Scottish titles

SHINTY
HIGHLAND GAMES

BODYBUILDNG

 Duncan MacDougall with the novice trophy.

Carriage drivers from Argyll RDA had success at a national driving 
event.

-

-
-

-
-

Racket

-

-

-

-

Peter MacDougall with his lightweight category 
trophy.

Junior track and 
field championship 
at the games

-

Delighted

-

CARRIAGE DRIVING

-

rd

-

-

-

Lorenzo takes third place at Europa Cup

Residential camp a 
big success

Lorenzo Chiavarini in action.

SAILING

THE ANCIENT tradition 
of the Highland Games was 
once used by clan chieftains 
to find the fastest runners, 
the strongest heavyweights 
and the best entertainers.
Whilst these contests have 
survived the test of time, 
the purpose of the modern 
Highland Games has taken 
on a greater context.
Today, these annual events 
provide a local gathering, 
bringing many people back 
to their home town or 
village, as well as a Highland 
showcase for tourists.
For your guide on where to 
find them, look no further 
than The Oban Times guide 
to this summer’s Highland 
Games.
Taking place at Taynuilt 

Sports Field on July 16 is 
the Taynuilt Highland 
Games. On the same day 
is the Lewis Highland 
Games at Tong, near 
Stornoway on the Isle of 
Lewis.
Other traditional events 
on July 16 include the 
Lochcarron Highland 
Games at Attadale Estate, 
Strathcarron and the 
Morvern Games at Knock 
Park, Lochaline.
On Tuesday, July 19 the 
Highland Games circuit 
comes to the picturesque 
grounds of Inveraray Castle, 
as the Royal Burgh hosts its 
world famous Inveraray 
Highland Games at 
Winterton Park.
Spectators, including the 

chieftain, His Grace The 
Duke of Argyll, can enjoy 
solo piping, Highland 
dancing, heavy, track and 
field events, including the 
world tossing-the-caber 
championships. There is 
also cycling, wrestling and 
performances by pipe 
bands at what is one of the 
country’s largest one-day 
games.
On Wednesday, July 
20 the island of South 
Uist hosts its games at 
Askernish Machair, near 
Lochboisdale.
On Thursday, July 
21 the Isle of Mull 
Highland Games take 
centre stage at Erray 
Park in Tobermory. 
Again, this takes the 
form of a traditional 
event with a strong 
emphasis on athletics 
and heavyweight 
competitions. The 
action takes place at a 
spectacular venue above 
colourful Tobermory 
village with piping, 
dancing and side stalls 
providing a great day out 
for all the family.
Scheduled for July 22, the 
North Uist Highland 
Gathering takes 
place at Balelone 
on the island. 
At Hotel Park, 
Southend on 

July 23 is the Southend 
Highland Games. Also 
that day at the Games Park 
in Lochearnhead there 
are the Balquhidder, 
Lochearnhead and 
Strathyre Highland 
Games.
The traditional games of 
Arisaig take place on July 
27 at the games field. 
The wonderfully named 
The Lump, Portree is 
the venue for the Isle of 
Skye Highland Games 
on August 3 and, across 
the water, on August 7 
will be the Mallaig and 
Morar Highland Games 
at Lovat Memorial Field, 
Morar.
The Killin Highland 

Games are held 
on August 3 at 

Breadalbane Park, 

Killin and Newtonmore’s 
big day is on August 
6. Also on August 6 is 
the Brodick Highland 
Games on the Isle of 
Arran.
On August 20 is the Bute 
Highland Games in 
Rothesay, and the The 
Glenfinnan Gathering 
and Highland Games at 
the Jacobite Monument 
Field, Glenfinnan.
The Bute games, will be 
held in the Public Stadium, 
Rothesay, and promise a 
day of traditional Highland 
Games with pipe band 
championships, drum 
major competitions, 

Highland dancing 
championships, 

schools athletics, 
a 10km road 
race, the Bute 
heavyweight 
championship 
for the Duke 
of Rothesay 

Trophy, kindly 
donated by HRH 
Prince Charles, 
wrestling 
championships 
and a junior 

shinty tournament in what 
is always an action-packed 
day.
At Mossfield Park on 
Thursday, August 25, the 
Argyllshire Gathering 
is a showpiece of the 
traditions that make a 
Highland Games such a 
prestigious event and a 
heritage tent is erected 
each year for this reason.
Some of the best pipers 
Highland dancers and 
heavyweight athletes in 
the world will be in Oban 
for the big day, as will 
some of the country’s 
most promising athletes. 
The previous day’s piping 
competition, which 
decides the Argyllsahire 
Gathering gold medal 
winner, is one of the most 
sought after piping prizes.
The three-day Cowal 

Highland 
Gathering 
then takes 
place 
from 

August 26 to 28 at 
Dunoon Stadium, Dunoon. 
On August 27 is the 
Glenurquhart Highland 
Gathering and Games 
at Blairbeg Park, 
Drumnadrochit.
On Saturday, September 
3 the east coast gets 
to show how it does a 
Highland Games with The 
Braemar Gathering at 
The Princess Royal and 
Duke of Fife Memorial 
Park. HM the Queen 
is patron of this event, 
which has a long and noble 
history.
International athletes will 
be among those taking 
part in the heavyweight 
and track events, while 
teams from HM Forces 
will compete in the 
InterServices Unit Tug of 

War Championship 
and in the Services 
Medley Relay Race. 
The customary 
Massed Pipe 
Bands is an event 
not to be missed. 

This Gathering is 
world famous for 
its friendship and 
hospitality.

Taynuilt Highland Games

Lewis Highland Games

Lochcarron Highland Games

Morvern Games

Inveraray Highland Games

South Uist Highland Games

Mull Highland Games

North Uist Highland Gathering

Southend Highland Games

Balquhidder, Lochearnhead 
and Strathyre Highland Games

Skye Highland Games

Mallaig and Morar Highland 
Games

Killin Highland Games

Brodick Highland Games

Bute Highland Games

The Glenfinnan Gathering 
and Highland Games

Argyllshire Gathering

Cowal Highland Gathering

Glenurquhart Highland 
Gathering and Games

The Braemar Gathering

20th August 2011

Entry Price 6 
pounds, children and 
concessions 4 pounds, 
children under 5 free.
Events, 30 Pipe Bands, 
200 Highland Dancers, 
Wrestling, Heavy 
Events, 10K Road 
Race, full programme 
of Athletic Events.
Trade Stalls, Beer Tent 
and Catering
Honorary Chieftain 
Blythe Duff (Jackie 
from Taggart)

BRAEMAR GATHERING
Saturday 3rd  September 2011

Ringside Seats Available £16.00
Piping Entries close 17th August

Download Entry forms from www.braemargathering.org
or by post from W.Meston, Coilacriech, Ballater AB35 5UH

Tel: 01339 755377

Thursday 21st July  10.30am, 
Erray Park, Tobermory

Solo Piping, Highland Dancing, 
Heavy and Light Field Events

Over £6,000 prize money
Adults £6, OAPs £4, Family £15

The Oban High School Pipe Band
Contact: Florence Kirsop 

Tel:01688 302270
www.mishnish.co.uk

Oban High School Pipe Band

THE ARGYLLSHIRE 
GATHERING

OBAN HIGHLAND
GAMES

Argyllshire Gathering 
World Premier Piping Competition 

Wednesday 24th August
Various events around Oban from 9am onwards

Entry £5

Oban Highland Games
Thursday 25th August

Mossfield Stadium
Highland Dancing, Heavy Events, 

Tug-o-war, Athletics, Piping
£10 adults, £8 concessions, £5 children
March leaves Station Square 10.30am

Featuring Oban Pipe Band and 

The Oban High School Pipe Band

www.obangames.com

Inveraray
Highland Games

Tuesday 19th July 2011
SOLO PIPING 

HIGHLAND DANCING 

HEAVY, FIELD & TRACK EVENTS

WORLD CABER CHAMPIONSHIP
CYCLING, WRESTLING

INVERARAY & DISTRICT PIPE BANDS 
(Grade 1 & Juvenile)

ADMISSION

FREE PARKING
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£900

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the 
entry will be void. 
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 
of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no 
other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
 No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters 
relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot 
will be shared equally between all winning entries. Any 
decision regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely 
at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to its 
discretion and to make full refund of the price of the 
coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 
relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this 
coupon is 20, but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  

No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.

Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name___________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

________________________________Tel No.__________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Competition
Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:

J Fraser
Ross Place, Fort William

I Gillies
Fernhill, Glasgow

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
                                  P W D L Pts
Kyles Athletic         10  8  2  0  18
Fort William           12  8  1  4  17
Newtonmore           11  7  3  1  17 
Kingussie                11  5  3  3  13
Glenurquhart          12  6  1  5  13
Kilmallie                10  5  0  5  10
Oban Camanachd 9  3  1  5    7
Lovat                       11  3  1  7    7
Inveraray                10  3  0  7    6
Glenorchy               12  0  0  12  0

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel 8  8  0  0  16
Beauly  8  4  2  2  10
Caberfeidh 8  4  2  2  10
Lochaber                   6  4  0  2   8
Skye                         11  3  2  6  8  
Lochcarron 7  2  3  2   7
Inverness  9  1  3  5   5
Strathglass              11  1  2  7   4

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Bute  7  7  0  0  14
Glasgow MA 8  5  3  0  13
Lochside Rvrs         10  5  2  3  12
Ballachulish            11  5  1  5  11
Taynuilt  9  4  1  4    9
Oban Celtic               9  2  3  4    7
Kyles Athletic 8  3  0  5    6
Kilmory  8  2  2  4    6
Aberdour                 10  1  0  9    2

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Newtonmore           13 12  0  1  24
Glengarry                10  7   0  3  14
Fort William             9  6   2  1  14  
Kingussie                12  6   1  5  13
Glenurquhart          11  5  0   6  10   
Lovat                11  5  1   5   9 
Kinlochshiel           11  4  0   7   8
Lochaber                11  4  0   7   8
Skye                11  2  1   8   5
Kilmallie                11  0  3   8   3

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Strachur                12 10  1  1  21
Tayforth                  10  8   1  1  17
Bute                11  5  3   3  13
ColGlen                12  6  0   6  12
Glasgow MA          13  4  8   6  10
Ballachulish            11  4  1   6   9
Inveraray  9  3  0   6   6
Aberdour                12  1  0 11   2

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Aberdeen U            15 15  0  0  30
Beauly                     14 10  2  2  22
Boleskine                15 10  1  4  21
Caberfeidh              12   8  1  3  17
Lochcarron             14   7  1  6  15
Lochbroom             13   4  4  5  12
Inverness                12   3  1  8   7
Ardnamurchan       16   3  0 13  6
Strathglass              13   2  1 10  5
Lewis                 14   1  1 12  3

League tables

Results

Fixtures

Oban out to 
avenge Celtic 
Cup reverse

Friday, July 15
Marine Harvest North Division 1
(all throw-ups 2.30 unles stated)
Strathglass v Lochcarron,
Innes Wood (7.30pm throw up).
Marine Harvest North Division 2
Newtonmore v Kingussie,
Jock Matheson (7.30pm throw up).
Saturday, July 16
Artemis Macaulay Cup Semi Final:
Newtonmore v Kingussie,
Billy Wotherspoon
(at The Eilan, Newtonmore); 
Oban Camanachd v Kyles Athletic, 
Graham Cameron

Bullough Cup Quarter Final
Col Glen v The Scots, Dunkie Kerr.
Scottish Hydro Premier Division 
Fort William v Lovat,
Colin MacDonald,
Inveraray v Glenurquhart,
Ted McDonald (3pm throw up).
Kilmallie v Glenorchy,
David Mitchell (3pm throw up).
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Beauly v Skye,
Donald MacRae (3pm throw up); 
Kinlochshiel v Inverness,
Evan MacRae;
Caberfeidh v Lochaber, Graeme MacMil-
lan (3pm throw up). 
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Kyles Athletic, 
Dougie Cameron;
Lochside Rovers v Bute,
George O’Rourke (noon throw up);
Oban Celtic v Aberdour,
Kevin Cheeseman, (3pm throw up).  
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Lovat v Glengarry,
John Angus Gillies;
Fort William v Kinlochshiel,
Robert Baxter (noon throw up); 
Glenurquhart v Lochaber,
John MacLeod;
Kilmallie v Skye,
Daniel MacRae (noon throw up).
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Strachur v Aberdour
Gus Campbell;
Inveraray v Bute,
Ronnie Campbell (noon throw up); 
Tayforth v Ballachulish,
Jim Innes.
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Beauly v Inverness,
John Sloggie (noon throw up);
Caberfeidh v Boleskine,
Iain Kennedy (noon throw up);
Lochbroom v Strathglass,
Jock Matheson. 

Result Tuesday 5 July:
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Strathglass 3, Caberfeidh  4  
Results Saturday 9 July: 
Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup 
Semi Final
Glenurquhart 1, Kyles Athletic 4 
Skye 2, Kingussie 6  
Scottish Hydro Premier Division 
Fort William 3, Inveraray 1 
Kingussie 1, Glenurquhart 2 
Lovat 0, Kyles Athletic 2  
Newtonmore 2, Glenorchy 0 
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Inverness 0, Kinlochshiel 11
Lochaber 7, Skye 2  
Lochcarron 1, Caberfeidh 1 
Marine Harvest South Division 1 
Ballachulish  P - P Oban Celtic  
Due to Bereavement
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Fort William 3, Lovat 0  
Newtonmore 13, Kinlochshiel 2 
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Bute 3, Strachur 3  
Tayforth 9, Col Glen 4  
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Aberdeen Uni P - P Ardnamurchan  Ard-
namurchan unable to  

Lewis 2, Strathglass 8  
Inverness v Lochcarron  
Match rearranged for Wednesday 13 July
7.30 pm throw-up

Fort William forward Gary Innes, pictured tackling Alan MacDonald, scored twice in his side’s 3-1 win against Inveraray at An Aird on 
Saturday.  20_f28shintypage01

OBAN CAMANACHD go into 
Saturday’s Artemis Macaulay 

Athletic looking to avenge the 2-1 
reverse they suffered at the hands 

Co-manager Diarmid 
MacMillan has issued a ralling 
cry to his depleted squad ahead 
of this weekend’s rematch.

The Oban side are without 
the tenacious Daniel Cameron 
and James MacMillan through 
suspension and will have to raid 
the ranks of Lochside Rovers to 
provide cover.

Diarmid said: ‘This is a big 
weekend and we are looking 
forward to it. 

‘We have been training really 
hard this season, so we deserve a 
bit of luck on the day.

‘We know the team has all the 
qualities there, it’s just up to the 
lads on the park to prove they 
have what it takes to win us the 
tie. 

‘To get through this round 
would mean so much to our club. 
The Macaulay Cup is a great one 
to compete in and as a local team 
it would mean a lot to take the 
trophy home.

‘We know we will have to be 
on our game as Kyles are playing 
well and we seem to be blowing 
hot or cold, which has to change 
soon if we are to prove what we 
are all about.’

For his part, KYLES 
ATHLETIC trainer James 
Perlich insists his team’s recent 
Celtic Cup triumph over Oban 
Camanachd has no bearing on 
this weekend’s clash.

After a demoralising defeat in 
the Scottish Hydro Camanachd 

this season – Kyles got back to 
winning ways last weekend with 
a 2-0 win over Lovat and will 

the season if they can beat Oban 
Camanachd on Saturday.

‘Our preparations are just the 

Final four line up for Artemis 
Macaulay Cup semi-fi nals

same as ever,’ said James. ‘The 

weekend but that has nothing to 
do with the Celtic Cup win. That 
was a different entity altogether.

‘People say it is a big game but 
all our games from now until 
the end of the season could be 
described that way.

‘This is the third time we 
have played Oban Camanachd 
this season, so both teams will 
have a good gauge on how the 
other plays and it should be an 
interesting match.’

Kyles were happy with their 
away victory at Lovat, which 
signalled a return to form.

‘I would say normal service has 
resumed up front; our hitting was 
much better and our forwards’ 
movement was good.’

Two goals from forward Grant 
Irvine secured the win over Lovat, 
which consolidated top spot in the 
Scottish Hydro Premier Division.

In the north, two shinty 
giants meet this weekend when 
Newtonmore take on Kingussie 
for a place in the Macaulay Cup 

’More manager Norman 
MacArthur said Kingussie’s 
excellent form in the cups this 
season would not have a bearing 
on the outcome of the Badenoch 
derby.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s 
a one-off game. It doesn’t matter 
what form they are in, it’ll always 
be a tough game. 

‘We’re playing well at the 
moment and we’re starting to get 
our players back. 

‘We’ve got a big squad of 
players now.’

Newtonmore kept up the 
pressure on Kyles Athletic in the 
league with a routine 2-0 league 
win against Glenorchy at the 
weekend, which moved them to 
within a point of the top of the 
table.

John MacKenzie netted for 
the third game in a row to give 
Newtonmore an early lead, but 

the reigning league champions 
couldn’t extend their lead against 
struggling Glenorchy until 
the 79th minute when Fraser 
MacKintosh made sure of the 
win.

MacArthur said he was happy 
with getting the win. 

He said: ‘We played well, and 
I’m just delighted with the two 
points. 

‘I’ve told the boys I don’t mind 
if we win the rest of our games 
1-0. I don’t think it’ll come down 
to goal difference anyway.’

KINGUSSIE are looking to 
book a place in their second cup 

on Newtonmore in the Macaulay 

Kings have already picked up 
the MacTavish Cup and will take 
on Kilmallie in the semis of the 
Camanachd Cup next month.

Manager Steven Borthwick told 
The Oban Times games against 
Newtonmore are always hard to 
predict. 

going into this. It’s a derby game 
so you can never predict which 
way it’s going to go but over the 
past year and a half or so we’ve 
gotten the better of them a few 
times.’

Kings will be missing some key 
players for the game, including 
Ally MacLeod, Louis Munro and 
Ryan Borthwick.

Although they’ve had success in 
the cups this year, Kings league 
form has been up and down, and 
they suffered a home defeat at 
the hands of Glenurquhart last 
weekend. 

Borthwick said: ‘We shot 
ourselves in the foot when we lost 
the early goal. We kept going but 
once we scored it was as if we just 
sat back.

‘We’ve got a young side and 
consistency is something we’ve 
toiled with. 

‘But they are able to raise their 
games for the cup. They are big 
game players.’

Inveraray forward Grant Griffi  n battles for the ball with three Fort 
William defenders. 20_f28fort03

League is Fort’s last chance to snatch a trophy
FORT WILLIAM take on Lovat 
at An Aird on Saturday looking 
to keep alive their Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division title hopes.

The league is Fort’s last chance 
of silverware this season, and 
assistant coach Willie MacDonald 
knows anything less than a win 
could prove a damaging blow.

A hard fought 3-1 win over 

Inveraray last weekend ensured 
Fort remain in second spot, a 
point behind longtime leaders 
Kyles, who have two games in 
hand.

MacDonald is expecting no 
favours from the Kiltarlity men, 
who have proved troublesome 
opponents so far this season.

‘They beat us the Macaulay 
Cup up there and drew with us in 

game,’ he said.
‘But we will have John 

MacDonald back from suspension 
and Niall MacPhee available, so 
we will almost have a full squad.

‘We are still in with a chance 
of the league if we keep winning 
our games, and it’s points in the 
bag that count.’   

LOVAT go into Saturday’s 
clash desperate for points after a 
lean spell in recent games.

The Kiltarlity men have been 
beset by injuries over past weeks 
and will also be without Lorne 
MacKay and Calum Cruden for 
the Fort game after the pair picked 
up suspensions in last weekend’s 
2-0 home defeat to Kyles.

Lovat will also be missing 
Owen Ferguson, with a groin 
injury, and long term wounded 
warriors Drew Howie and James 
Grieve.

Coach John MacRitchie is 
frustrated he has been unable to 

running.
He said: ‘Fort William will be 

will have. Team selection will be 
a big problem and we will have to 
look at who can make the step up 
from the second team.

‘We will have to have a strong 

hope for a break against them up 
front. Those tactics seemed to 
work for us when we beat them in 
the MacAulay and if we continue 
that hopefully we can nick a 
goal.’

KILMALLIE welcome 
bottom club Glenorchy in the 
Scottish Hydro Premier Division 
on Saturday – but coach Peter 
Jackson is taking nothing for 
granted.

Kilmallie had no game last 
weekend and comprehensively 
dispatched Lovat 6-2 in the 
Camamachd Cup the week 
before and similar form should be 
enough to account for the Glen.

However, the league’s whipping 
boys have been showing 

increased resilience of late and 
Jackson is wary of complacency 
as Kilmallie look to secure their 

point in this league and you have 
to play every game as if it were a 

death,’ he said.
‘After the Inveraray game [a 

vital 2-1 win for Kilmallie] I said 
we may need 18 points, which 

we have left. However, most of 
our games are at home so we 
have got that in our favour. We 
only have two away games left.’ 
Kilmallie should have a full 
squad available, Jackson said.

An improving GLENORCHY
team will hope to get something 
from their away trip to Kilmallie 
after two promising performances 
against Fort William and 
Newtonmore.

Manager Allan MacKechnie 
admitted he has enjoyed watching 
the last two games, both of which 
resulted in losses for his team 
but were not as error-strewn as 
previous heavy defeats.

‘If we can repeat the level of 
performance we gave on Saturday 
we can get something out of this 
game. Kilmallie are strong but 

available I expect the boys to at 
least compete.’

Despite many predicting a 
heavy defeat for the Dalmally 
men, Allan was proud of his 
players’ efforts.

‘We had a few players missing 
and two boys up front who 

season so it was a tremendous 
performance.

‘Newtonmore were by far the 
better team but we defended 
brilliantly. We were blocking and 
challenging everything.

‘I’m certainly enjoying 
watching the team now; it’s the 
most relaxed I have been all 
season!’

A comfortable win over the 
country’s form team, Kyles 
Athletic, on July 2 looked to 
have given INVERARAY the 

needed. 
But last Saturday, they slipped 

into their old habits, passing up 

goal-scoring chances and the 
majority of possession to slump 
to defeat in Fort William.

Inveraray manager John Smylie 
said his players know what they 
have to do to stay in the premier 
division and has issued his plan 
for league survival.

‘We have three crucial games 
coming up, starting with 
Glenurquhart this Saturday, 
then away to Lovat and Oban 
Camanachd at home. We are 
aiming for three wins from those 
three games. It’s as simple as 
that.’

GLENURQUHART have 
been anything but predicable this 
season, and that form continued 
last weekend when they came 
away from The Dell with a 
surprise 2-1 victory against 
Kingussie.

Manager Jim Barr said: ‘I think 
we deserved the two points in 
the end. Kingussie were much 

our goalkeeper Stuart Mackenzie 
was excellent.

‘I think after they scored they 
relaxed and let us back into 
the game and for the rest of the 
second half we were well on top.’

Barr said he was expecting 
a tough game this weekend 
when his side travel to take on 
Inveraray. ‘I’m really surprised 
at their current position,’ he said. 
‘I think it’s a false position really. 
They showed what they can do 
against Kyles.

‘We’ll try and give them a good 
game but it’s not a place we’ve 
had much luck in the past.’

Calum Miller and Andrew 
Corrigan will both miss 
Saturday’s match.

In North Division 1, leaders 
KINLOCHSHIEL knocked 11 
goals past struggling Inverness 
last weekend and will be delighted 
if they can repeat their goal spree 

Saturday.
Coach Johnston Gill was 

pleased with the big win, not 
least because goal difference 
could yet prove crucial in who 
takes the title. He accepts his 
team are strong favourites after 
winning all eight games so far, 
but is conscious that Lochaber’s 
stealthy march up the league 
leaves no room for complacency.

He said: ‘Lochaber are the 
team to watch – they still have 
to play Inverness twice, so goal 
difference could come into play. 
We just have to try and score as 
many goals as we can.

‘We still have Lochcarron and 
Inverness to play at home, but 
play Strathglass, Skye, Beauly 
and Lochaber away – and those 
are tough games.’  

SKYE CAMANACHD head 
to Beauly on Saturday for their 
second testing assignment in a 
week after losing 7-2 at Spean 
Bridge last weekend.

The Skyemen are looking to 
avenge last month’s 3-1 home 
defeat at the hands of their 
opponents, who lie second in the 
league and still harbour hopes of 
promotion.

Skye will be without key 
forwards Sorley MacDonald, 
who is in Canada, and Alan 
Palmer, who tore back muscles in 
the defeat to Lochaber.

Skye coach Nui MacDonald 
knows Beauly will be formidable 
opponents.

‘I was pretty disappointed with 
the last three goals we lost but 
our keeper Michael Nicolson was 
outstanding throughout. We were 

day, which didn’t help, but I don’t 
know whether that would have 
made any difference. Lochaber 

anybody a game.
‘Beauly will be another tough 

one and as yet I don’t know how 
good our squad will be. But we 
have a strong second team and 
I might bring one or two in and 
blood them for next season.’ 

LOCHCARRON take on 
bottom of the table Strathglass 
this weekend looking for a win to 
propel them up the league.

After a number of 
postponements at the start of 
the season, Lochcarron were left 
near the bottom of the table but 
a recent run of games has seen 
them move up despite last week’s 
10-4 loss to Skye.

Lochcarron and Strathglass 
met last month, with Lochcarron 
coming out 2-1 winners.

A 1-1 draw with Caberfeidh on 
Saturday left Lochcarron in sixth 
place, but a win this weekend 
could move them closer to the 

teams above.
LOCHABER will be looking 

to continue their title challenge 
when they take on Caberfeidh.

The Spean Bridge side sit 
fourth in the league but manager 
Michael Delaney feels his side are 
still in with a shout of winning 
the league despite Kinlochsheil’s 
100 per cent record.

‘We’ve still to play Kinlochsheil 
at home, and all the pressure is on 
them now. We’ve just got to try 
and win all our games and pile 
the pressure on,’ he said.

A blistering second half display 
saw Lochaber rack up a 7-2 win 
against Skye Camanachd last 
weekend.

Delaney said: ‘Their keeper 

half. Our link up play was much 
better in the second and I thought 
we looked a lot stronger than 
them.’

In South Division 1, 
LOCHSIDE ROVERS have 
conceded that this weekend’s 
home tie against Bute will be 
one of the toughest of the season, 
not least because some players 
may be taken to represent Oban 
Camanachd.

Co-manager Tony Howlett said: 
‘It is going to be a tough game and 
I would have liked to have had a 
full strength team but I expect we 
will lose some to Camanachd.

‘Bute are a premier division 
team in waiting and will be 
promoted this season but you 
never know what can happen at 
home. We have had to call on 
the younger boys before and they 
have never let us down.’

OBAN CELTIC will not be 
taking this weekend’s opponents, 
bottom-of-the-table Aberdour, 
lightly, despite recording a hard-
fought win in Fife.

David Hamilton of Oban Celtic 
said: ‘They are a tricky team. 
Looking at the league table, we 
should win the game but this will 
not be an easy task because they 
have a few tricky forwards who 
can cause problems. Anything 
can happen. I am hopeful of 
getting the two points but it is not 
a foregone conclusion.’

Celtic should have Kenny 
Wotherspoon, Ian McKechnie 
and Daniel Madej back in the 
squad for the game.
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NINETY golfers from around 
the country basked in glorious 
conditions recently as Dalmally 
Golf Club staged its annual Open 
Three Man Team Stableford 
Competition.

A late surge from home side 
Rail Power saw them return 101 
points and overhaul the reigning 
champions and early pace setters 
Glenorchy (K MacIntyre, D 
McNulty, J McNulty) by three 
points to claim the trophy.   

Scott Livingston’s superb total 
of 41 points, this from a three 
quarter handicap allowance and 
individual highest of the day, 
was the major contribution as he 
joined with dad Jim and Willie 
Dougal to form the winning 
threesome.

Third, one point further back, 
was Team Mackie from Oban (K 
Mackie, D Campbell, L Askew).

The Club would like to thank 
the various sponsors, hard 
working members and visiting 
and home players for once again 
making the event such a success.

Results from recent club 
competitions: Gents Club 
Championship, following second 
round: 1. G Davies 145; 2. B 
McKay 152; 3. D McNulty  152

Ladies Braigh Quiach: 1. J 
Sutherland 77 (overall winner); 
2. A Cleaver 80.

FOUR swimmers from Oban 
Otters Amateur Swim Club 
recently attended the annual 
Milngavie and Bearsden ASC 
summer graded meet in 
Glasgow, taking away one 
bronze and two gold medals.

Hugo Stahl, Jamie 
Jordan, Fiona MacLean, Calum 
McBurnie also achieved personal 
bests in all but one race they 
swam. 

Times improved by as much 
as 21 seconds for the younger 
swimmers, who had only just 
started attending swim meets. 
All the swimmers showed the 
enthusiasm and commitment that 
makes them a credit to their club.
Oban Otters caters for all 
standards of swimmers 
from beginners to the highly 
competitive.

Oban swimmers 
pick up medals

OBAN Bowling Club’s Helen 
MacLean (ladies champion 2010) 
has had a busy week. 

She was playing all week in 
Helensburgh, then at Linlithgow 
with the Argyll County team 

she won her singles competition 

She played Nan Reynolds, from 
Rothesay, in the morning and 
then Shirley Bannatyne, from 
Campbeltown, in the afternoon.   

The other success story this 
week was the triples team from 
Oban skippered by Margaret 
MacAlpine, with Lyn Lav-
erty, second, and lead Maureen 
Goldie.  

They were also winners 
in Dunoon and next season 
will take part in the Torrance 
Purvis competitions throughout 
Scotland representing Argyll 
and Bute.

David Goodwillie bundles the ball over the line during Dundee United’s 2-1 win over Hearts. Inset: 
Alloa captain Darren Young holds aloft the Keyline Cup      Photos: John MacTavish

Paul Hartley, the Alloa manager, signs autographs for some of the 
young fans.     Photo: John MacTavish

THE July Medal was played on 
Sunday 3 July: 1 John Ferguson 
85 less 16 net 69; 2 Ruaraidh 
MacIntyre 76 less 4 net 72;  3 
Keith MacDonald 79 less 6 net 
73 Css 71.
S.P Morrison trophy: 1 Nigel 
Carmichael 71+72 =143;  2 
Kenny Gillies 69+74=143; 3  
Charles Holyoake 74+71=145.

FORMER Scotland international 

ware as Alloa Athletic player/
manager when his side lifted this 
season’s Keyline Cup in Oban.

the much-fancied Dundee United 
1-0 in their opening game, thanks 
in part to a missed penalty by the 
£2million-rated striker David 
Goodwillie, and only dropped 

Goodwillie, who was being 
watched by scouts from Glasgow 
Rangers at the Oban pre-season 
tournament, was a star attraction 

and spent much of the afternoon 
signing autographs for excited 
youngsters.

The striker redeemed himself in 
the game against Hearts, scoring 
two goals and helping his side to 
a runners-up place.

Hartley, who took over the reins 
at Recreation Park this summer, 
told The Oban Times: ‘This tour-
nament was all about preparation 
but it was a real bonus to win it.

‘When I saw the Keyline Cup 

no hesitation in coming up.
‘I was already aware of the 

tournament from my days at 
Hearts. I have never played in 
it but I remember the under 19s 
going up to Oban every summer.

and the round robin format allows 
you to try out different things.’

The tournament, played in 
glorious sunshine on the pristine 

cruitten, gave the amateurs of 
Oban Saints the chance to pit their 
skills against the professional 
teams in 30-minute matches. 

Saints outplayed St Johnstone 

MacEwan brace secured a 2-0 
win. The Oban side lost their 
remaining four games, including 
a narrow 1-0 defeat to Dundee 
United, which was probably the 
best game of the day. The Oban 
amateur side never looked out of 
place against their more illustri-
ous opponents.

Hearts, St Johnstone and 
Hamilton Academical made 
up the six-team format and the 
young Hearts team in particular 
demonstrated an attractive brand 

trialist Callum Tapping, a product 
of Tottenham Hotspur’s youth 
academy.

Hamilton Accies boss Billy 
Reid was also pleased with the 
opportunity to test his young 
squad, saying: ‘The Keyline Cup 

Oban Saints’ midfi elder Ross Maitland takes on the Dundee United 
defence during last Saturday tournament. The amateur side lost a 
close game 1-0 to their SPL opponents.      Photo: John MacTavish

is a great tournament to come 
and play in. It is well run and the 
hospitality is superb. It allows 
everyone a competitive run-out 
and is ideal preparation - we will 
certainly be back next year.’

Saints manager Iain Jackson 
was delighted with the way his 
team played.

‘We had a very young squad 
this time, three who had never 
played for the senior team before, 
but I thought we were excellent 
against top class opposition.  

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
presented the Keyline Cup to 
Alloa captain Darren Young and 
handed out medals to the winning 
team as well as a quaich to Saints 
club secretary David Buchanan 
in recognition of the club’s work 
in the community.

SPEEDY swimmer Matthew 

qualifying time in the 1,500m 
freestyle in order to compete at 
this year’s British Youth Cham-
pionships.

The Oban teenager set the time 
at the recent Scottish National 
Senior Swimming Champion-
ships at Tollcross, Glasgow.

He will now represent his new 
club, Warrender, at the British 

end of the month.
The 15 year old has moved from 

Oban High School to Stewart’s 
Melville in order to maximise his 
pool time and is now training 16 
hours a week.

Matthew said: ‘I have never 
competed at this [British] level 
before. I am excited about it and 
can’t wait to get into the pool.’

Matthew’s time for the 1,500m 
freestyle of 16 minutes, 56 sec-

ABIGAIL Evans won the 
Dunbeg to Oban cycle challenge, 
taking only three minutes and 50 
seconds to complete the course.

The challenge undertaken 
by Energie Fitness was hotly 
contested but Abigail won for 
the young women and girls 
taking part at the Ganavan Sands 
Family Fun Day. 16_t28picnic13

Abigail wins cycle 
challenge

Matthew qualifi es for 
British championships

SWIMMING
onds also puts him top of rankings 
for his age group in Scotland.

Matthew also produced some 
tremendous swimming in the 

vidual medley events, making the 

was two minutes, 16.7 seconds 
and only just missed another 
British qualifying time by less 
than three-quarters of a second.

Going into the Scottish 
championships Matthew had set 
himself the goal of securing the 

in the 400 individual medley to 
make the Scottish Youth Squad 
and he duly did this in both the 

four minutes, 56.8 seconds.
Matthew, who began compet-

ing with Oban Otters at the age 
of eight, will now take part in the 
Scottish Youth Squad training 
system next season.

400m individual medley elevated 
him to third in 400m individual 
medley and fourth in the 200 

group rankings.
These successes come on the 

back of his recent selection to 
the Scottish Open Water Youth 
Development Squad last month.

Matthew Anderson. 
15_t28matt01

OBAN Saints continue their pre-
season build-up with a friendly 
match against East Kilbride on 
Saturday.
 The game will be played on  
the rugby pitch with a 1.30pm 
kick-off. Referee is Peter Laing 
from Lochgilphead.

ROUND Mull’s overall winner 
was Glencoe sailor Peter Watt 
and his team on the BB10 Vaila. 

But had Mathew Simms’ 
Everitt North 26 Odin from 

leg, he would have lifted the top 
prize. 

Results: 
Class 1 – 1 Windmark 11, 2 

Texa, 3 Manuka. 
Class 2 – 1 Vaila, 2 Amber 

Haze, 3 Mara of Lorn
Class 3 - 1 Odin, 2 Marisca, 3 

Cherry Pye.
Restrcited Sail - 1 Tidechaser, 

2 Josephine II, 3 Seal.
Fastest circumnavigation on 

elapsed time – Mull Plaque 
– Requiem David Walter. Fastest 
circumnavigation on corrected 
time The Torray Rock – Vaila 
Peter Watt. Fastest circumnavi-
gation double handed Bilgewater 
Sheild - Odin – Matt Simms and 
Andy Thwaites.

Best overall performance 
of  weekend The Royal Bank 
of Scotland Trophy Vaila Peter 
Watt.

SAILING

Peter sails into
fi rst place

OBAN’S Allan Wright became 
one of the youngest rugby devel-

when he took up the Argyll and 
Bute post on Monday.

At just 19 years old, Allan has 
already served two years as a 
SVQ community coach, working 
alongside former rugby develop-

He will be employed on an 
initial 12-month contract through 
Argyll and Bute Rugby Football 
Club and funding for the position 
has come from the club, LEADER 
Argyll and the Isles, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Scottish Rugby 

Allan Wright pictured with Argyll and Bute RFC chairman Dave 
Sturrock and secretary Dee Bradbury. 15_t28allan01

Union and rugby clubs in Oban, 
Mull, Mid Argyll and Islay.

Allan said: ‘I am really look-
ing forward to the challenge of 
developing rugby in the area and 
working closely with the clubs.’

Allan has begun organising a 
residential camp for players in 
Argyll and Bute on August 12 
- 14 and is working on a schools 
programme for next term.

Argyll and Bute RFC has 
received funds from Community 
2014 and Sportsmatch.

RUGBY

Young development 

A NEW Trophy to celebrate 
Oban’s Bicentenary will be 
amongst several other new cups 
to be presented at this year’s West 
Highland Yachting Week that 
runs from July 29 to August 5. 

The silver Bicentennial Trophy 
will be awarded by The Joint 
Regatta Committee (JRC), which 
organises the regatta for the 
best performance in the passage 
race from Craobh to Oban – the 
opening race of West Highland 
Yachting Week 2011.

Julia Heap, JRC secretary, 
said the committee thought it 
extremely appropriate that the re-
gatta recognise Oban’s 200 years 
as a burgh in 2011, considering 
the event has had Oban as a base 
for a consecutive 64 years. 

Other new trophies for 2011 

Bicentennial trophy for 
West Highland Week 

SAILING
Caledonian MacBrayne is to 

sponsor the opening passage 
race of the regatta from Craobh 
to Oban and a new trophy for 
Class 3 in this race will be known 
as The Caledonian MacBrayne 
Trophy. Another new trophy is 
The Eriska Bowl donated by 
the Buchanan-Smith family of 
Eriska Hotel for Class 3 racing on 
Tuesday and the Tirefuir Trophy 
will be for Monday’s winner of 
IRC Class 3.

Ms Heap said the JRC hoped for 
a big turnout, since there were no 
competing events this year. ‘We 
have had a good expression of 
interest so far so we are looking 
forward to another great week 
both on and off the water.’

include The Thomas 
Tunnock Trophy to 
be awarded for the 
last day’s racing in 
the passage race from 
Tobermory to Oban 
for IRC Class 3. The 
winner of Class 3 for 
Thursday’s spinnaker 

will lift The Lemarac 
Cup, named after the 
Moody 38 Lemarac 
owned by Tunnock’s 
company head Boyd 
Tunnock CBE. 

Pictured with the new Bicentennial Trophy 
are JRC secretary Julia Heap and chairman 

Dave Waltho.

Weather
Thursday Light rain.
 Winds moderate, southerly.
 Temperatures 12ºC to 15ºC
Friday Light rain.
 Winds moderate, south, south westerly 
 Temperatures 13ºC to 14ºC. 
Weekend  Thundery rain.
Outlook Winds light, westerly. 
 Temperatures 11ºC to 16ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, July 14, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date    am    pm
Thur  05.06 3.5 11.14 1.0 17.19 3.8 23.37     1.0
Fri  05.44 3.6 11.56 0.9 17.57 4.0         **.**       *.*
Sat  00.21 1.0 06.18 3.7 12.36 0.8 18.34     4.0
Sun  01.02 0.9 06.51 3.7 13.14 0.8 19.09     4.0
Mon  01.40 1.0 07.23 3.7 13.51 0.9 19.44     3.9
Tues  02.16 1.1 07.54 3.6 14.25 1.2 20.51     3.8
Wed  02.50 1.2 08.24 3.5 14.58 1.2 20.51     3.6
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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