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Fire takes a firm hold of the 97,000-tonne cargo ship MV Yeoman Bontrup as she is berthed at Glensanda last Friday afternoon Picture by Stuart Macinnes aka ‘Septic’

A 97,000-TONNE cargo ship 
blazed for almost 24 hours 
after a conveyor belt on the 
MV Yeoman Bontrup at 
Glensanda Quarry, Morvern, 

Exploding oxy-acetylene 
cylinders were heard and felt 
15 miles away as witnesses 

air.
Fire crews from across 

the West Highlands were 
called into action on Friday 
afternoon with a helicopter, 

Explosion sends flames 800ft high and shock wave the length of Loch Linnhe
barge and the superquarry’s 

and equipment from as far 
as Inverness, Fort William, 
Oban and Strontian to the 
blazing vessel.

It is understood that the 

conveyor used to take stone 
off the Bahamas-registered 
ship but rapidly spread to the 
superstructure.

Stuart MacInnes from 
North Ballachulish is a 
quarry operative and part of 

He said: ‘We got called to the 

and responded as part of the 

quantity of smoke coming 
from the discharging 
conveyor system.  We started

the ship’s crew.  We tried to 
hold it at bay for roughly an 

control and we were told to 
abandon the ship.

already been called and 
arrived shortly after we 
stopped to take over. 

‘To my knowledge, the 

ship was still smouldering 
at 4pm on Sunday, however, 
emergency services had
taken control of the situation 
and everything seemed to be 
in hand.’

Scott Hay, Highlands and 
Islands Fire and Rescue 
Service area manager, 

operations from Inverness.
He told The Oban Times 

a 200-metre exclusion zone 
was initially imposed because 
the vessel was carrying oxy-

acetylene cylinders. Those 
exploded around 5.45pm, 
sending a shock wave over a 
wide area.

People living 15 miles up 
Loch Linnhe at Bunree and 
Corran Ferry felt and heard 
the blast. Flames shooting 
800-foot in the air were seen 
from Lismore and the blast 
was also felt in Appin.

One resident of Corran 
Gardens, by Corran Ferry, 
said: ‘We were in the living 
room, which has patio 

windows looking across the 
the Corran Ferry.

‘When the explosion went 
off, we felt it through our feet 

glass in the patio window 
shook.

‘But at that point nobody 
knew what it was.’

from Strontian, Fort William, 
Kinlochleven were ferried 

When the explosion 
went off the 
glass in the patio 
windows shook.
Corran resident, 
15 miles away

Continued on Page 2

Ship blast 
rocks            
Loch Linnhe

Helicopter lifts 
injured yachtsman

Oban sex offender 
receives 15 months

Roadworks to close 
A828 at Barcaldine

A 71-YEAR-OLD man was 
injured on a yacht in the 
Firth of Lorne on Monday 
afternoon and was taken 
by helicopter to hospital in 
Oban.

The man was swept 
against a guard rail on the 
49-foot yacht Orca, injuring 
his back.

Oban lifeboat attended the 
yacht moored in a small bay 
on the Morvern shore, south 
of Inversanda.

A search and rescue 
helicopter on exercise in the 

the casualty to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

AN OBAN teenager has 
been sentenced to 15 
months in prison and will 
remain on the Sex Offend-

Colin Penrose, 18, of 5A 
Knipoch Place, was told 
when he appeared in Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday 
that he would spend a fur-
ther two years on licence.

Penrose pled guilty to 
lewd and indecent behav-
iour towards a girl under 
16 years in May. Sheriff 
Peter Hammond said: ‘You 
appear not to have fully 
accepted responsibility for 
your actions.’

ROADWORKS on the 
A828 trunk road at Suther-
land’s Grove, near Barcal-
dine, will result in overnight 
closures from 9pm this 
Sunday.

The £165,000 road 
improvement scheme is 
planned to be completed on 
Friday July 23 and will in-
volve resurfacing, drainage 
work and the application of 
high friction surfacing.

The works will be carried 
out between 9pm and 6am, 
Monday to Friday, and dur-
ing this time a road closure 
will be in place. Scotland 
Transerv said every attempt 
would be made to ensure 
that access to business 
premises and residential 
properties would, as far as 
possible, be maintained.

Emergency vehicles will 
have unrestricted access.

Mull drug dealers jailed at Inverness court
TWO MULL women caught 
with £20,000 worth of drugs 
in an Inverness suburb have 
been jailed at Inverness Sheriff 
Court this week, one for 
three years, the other for nine 
months.

‘a treasure chest’ of drugs 
when they raided the home 
shared by Carol MacCrone, 
28, and Meryl MacLean, 22, 
both originally from Mull, last 

Phillips said there was cocaine 
with a street value of £11,265, 
amphetamines worth £2,879, 
cannabis resin valued at 
£3,150, and cannabis at £100.

 The police also found the 

then legal drug BZP, he said, 
but MacCrone believed this 
to be Ecstasy and if sold as 
such would have been worth 
£3,520.

 Pink champagne cooler 
On September 2 police 

raided a house in Westhill 
described as ‘a very substantial 
dwelling in a respectable area 
of Inverness’. 

of drugs throughout the house, 
including ‘speed’ hidden in a 
pink champagne cooler in the 
kitchen. When interviewed by 
police, MacCrone admitted 
collecting the drugs on behalf 
of a friend and keeping them in 

the house. MacLean admitted 
knowledge of the drugs, but 
claimed it was for a restricted 
period. Her DNA was found 
on the cocaine packaging.

She admitted one charge of 
being concerned in the supply 
of cocaine between August 28 
and September 2 last year.

charges of being concerned 
in the supply of the various 
drugs - cocaine, amphetamine, 
cannabis resin, cannabis and 
BZP, which she believed to 
be Ecstasy, over a period of a 
month to September 2.

Defence agent Craig Wood, 
representing MacCrone, said 
his client started taking drugs 

while living in her home island 
of Mull. He said she moved to 
Inverness and shared a house 
with MacLean when a friend 
of hers asked her to keep drugs 
at the house. Mr Wood added 
that MacCrone also accepted 
selling drugs at the house.

Defence solicitor Ken 
Ferguson, for MacLean, 
claimed his client played a 
lesser role for a shorter period 
in the supply of drugs.

Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 
jailed both women, whose 
address was given as 11a 

MacCrone being sent down for 
three years and MacLean for 
nine months.

HONDA DEALERS
ARE EASY TO FIND

FOUND IT

Helensburgh Honda
101-103 East Clyde Street 
Helensburgh G84 7PJ
01436 675777
www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

9 Stafford Street, Oban • T: 01631 569583

..... Making lunchtime a break again
Fed up wasting your lunch hour queuing for a sandwich 
because you value freshness? Choose from our fantastic 
menu then call us on 01631 569583 and we will have it 
ready for you to collect at your convenience. 
..... Fed up wasting your lunch break ?

Over 50 choices of sandwich fillings choose your bread - thick cut rustic granary 
or white, rosemary focaccia, rustic ciabatta or sunblushed tomato super sandwich.

Inverawe Smoked Salmon
with cream cheese and rocket on a 

sunblushed tomato super sandwich

£2.95 with this voucher

Sandwich
of the 
week

Sandwich Platters of a bespoke variety. 
Perfect for luncheons, seminars, conferences and graduations

Open from 7am - 9pm 
every day
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The seriousness of the fire 
and the remoteness of 
the location have made 
this a difficult incident to 

resolve.

Hugh Shaw  

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has sent letters to all its 
employees offering people 
the opportunity to volunteer 
for redundancy.

Cuts in funding
The move comes as part 

of the authority’s efforts 

savings as a result of cuts in 

A target of 15 per cent 

savings over the coming 

council, and reviews are 
currently underway in 
each of its services to 
identify opportunities for 
alternative service delivery, 
performance improvement 

Chief executive Sally 
Loudon said: ‘One of the 

things we are having to 
look at is to reduce the 

the council.
Volunteers

replacing employees who 

employees the opportunity 
to volunteer for redundancy 
for which compensation 

She stressed that there was 
no guarantee that anyone 
who expressed an interest 
in voluntary redundancy 
would have their request 
approved, as the council 
had to ensure that services 
could continue to function 
without particular posts.

to full consideration of the 

particular service,’ she 
added.

‘I appreciate that this is a 

and creates a degree of 
uncertainty over our future. 
But I would like to reassure 
everyone that we will do 
all we can to avoid any 
compulsory redundancies, 

despite the level of savings 
we are having to make.

‘I will ensure that all staff 
are kept fully informed of 
any developments. The 

much clearer once we see 
how many people express 
an interest in voluntary 
redundancy, and how many 

Council sends out voluntary redundancy letters as it aims to cut costs

time supporter and former 

up trumps for the charity 

last week for £3,000 to 
coxswain Ronnie MacKillop 

Edith Macdonald for the 

Institution.
The money is everything 

in July last year after 
expenses.

also vastly reduced its 

so that even more of the 
royalties can go towards the 

RNLI, an amount of some 
several hundred pounds.

Willie said that he had to 
thank the crew and people 

those who had purchased it 
as well as Pen Press.

‘I give this cheque over 
with a great deal of pleasure 

– someone else writes the 
next one,’ said Willie.

A MULL pensioner has 

after she may, or may not, 

Eileen Goll, of Pennyghael, 

help charges from the 

plucky octogenarian has 
said she will refuse to pay it 
until the council proves that 

Mrs Goll said: ‘I cannot 

if it is indeed my unpaid 

long.
‘I want people to know 

what the council is up to. 

ago. It is simply not fair and 
it is not right.’

The Mull scientist 
continued: ‘I understand 
that the council is short of 

late.

to check whether this is a 

receiving cancer treatment 
at the time and I thought I 
had paid everything I owed.

council’s accounting system 

peculiar.’
A spokeswoman for Argyll 

and Bute Council said: ‘It is 
inappropriate to comment 
on individual cases. 

‘However, in general, the 
council does not send out 

outstanding money owed to 
the authority according to 
our systems, for which an 

sent.
‘Any individual who has 

any queries regarding an 
outstanding payment should 
contact the council directly, 

to discuss their particular 
circumstances with them. 
The contact details are 
provided on the letter they 
have received.’

AROUND 13,600 Highland 
Council housing tenants 
have received letters and a 
questionnaire seeking their 
views on a review of council 
house rents and service 
charges.  Tenants have until 
July 31 to complete and 
return their forms.

A LUCKY group of 
teenagers from Barra are 

world as part of this week’s 
Fèis Bharraigh.

The fèis, which promotes 
the importance of the Gaelic 
language through tuition 
in song, dance, music and 

with Siar Media Group this 
year to put out a daily live 
radio programme.

has a successful local internet 
radio station Siar FM.

John Joe MacNeil, one of 
the presenters, is teaching 
the group of teenagers radio 
skills including putting 
together the live programme 
with live music and guests.

Karen MacKinnon, Fèis 
Bharraigh chairperson, 
said: ‘We are delighted to 

radio station and especially 
with John Joe. This is a 
fantastic opportunity for our 
teenagers to get real depth 
into the world of radio and 
at the same time promote 
the language of Gàidhlig 
through its strong musical 
and oral traditions.’

Murdo MacNeil, Siar 

opportunity for the fèis 
teenagers to get involved 
in radio. We are extremely 

the fèis and this will lead to 
our continued development.’

from 11am to 12.30pm on 
www.siar.fm. 

Feis
Bharraigh
goes live 
on air

Oban lifeboat coxswain Ronnie MacKillop receives the cheque from Willie 
Melville, watched by treasurer of Oban lifeboat Les Stewart, volunteer James 
Woolnough and press officer Pat MacLean. 15_t28lifeboat01

Mull pensioner shocked at recent 

Highland house 
tenants receive 
questionnaire

fhios, cò às a thig a’ phrothaid a dh’ fheumas an roinn 

suidheachadh nach fhacas riamh roimhe, ach tha 

Ministearan a’ cosg airgid a’ fastadh luchd comhairle 

mòran nas miosa, mar a tha daoine gun eòlas neo sgil 

roinn den riaghaltas! Le gach  spèis is urram dha na 
daoine sin, agus dhan siostam dheamocratach againn, 

faigh iad slighe a shèoladh am measg sgeirean gu math 

sgailcean poilitigeach air càch a chèile!
SOME OF THE BUDGET philosophy predictably 
assumes privatisation of some public services, but it is 

sector cannot deliver them at cost.  One of the concerns 
of this budget is that Britain is seeking a solution to a 
situation never previously experienced, and that this is 
being managed by people with very limited experience 
of government or industry.

Under our democratic system people with little 

themselves as Ministers with responsibility for that 
sector. It is thus little wonder that Ministers so often feel 
the need to recruit extra advice and guidance. 

This is a time for maximum input of advice and guidance 
from all sectors and parties; not political jousting! The 
livelihoods of millions of people depend on Government 
and opposition together getting this right!
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

SAMS research changing sea chemistry

whether our oceans are getting more acidic.  
The Scottish Association of Marine 

exploring what happens when the sea 

SAMS scientists will look at how emissions 
change the chemistry of the ocean and the 

impact of this on marine life.
Dr Mike Burrows from SAMS said: ‘This 

animals use energy, grow and survive under 
different seawater conditions. 

‘We will make computer models of the life 
histories of several important marine animals 

to respond to higher CO2 conditions and 
acidity.’ 

OBAN played host recently 
to a meeting of professionals 
involved in health and safety 
from councils, NHS authorities, 
independent consultants and the 
offshore oil and gas industry.

the Institution of Occupational 
Safety and Health (IOSH), of 
which many health and safety 

and consultant Claire Rizos of 

She explained that there were 
not many health and safety 
professionals in Argyll and 
the meeting allowed the 11 
attending, from as far Ayrshire 

to share experiences and 
information.

Logie Collins, health and 
safety manager at Argyll and 
Bute Council, on construction 
safety management, which was 

The aim is for the Argyll 
network to have quarterly 
meetings, with the next one in 

with a view to expanding to 

offer educational opportunities 

covering the application of 
health and safety regulation and 

Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre said: ‘Argyll 
and Bute Council is fully 
supportive of events which 
highlight the importance of 
health and safety in our area.’

Logie Collins, health and safety manager 
for Argyll and Bute Council, front right, 
with some of the people who attended 
the first meeting of the Argyll IOSH 
network in Oban’s Corran Halls.

Health and safety seminar sets up west of Scotland group

Continued from Page 1
Scott Hay, Highlands and 

Islands Fire and Rescue 
Service area manager 

Strontian, Fort William 
and Kinlochleven were 
ferried across to Glensanda 

crews from Inverness, Fort 
Augustus, Drumnadrochit 
and Acharacle which were 
shuttled over as relief crews 
to cover throughout the 
night.

retained crews, along with 
Appin’s volunteer unit, were 

own ferry vessel around 
4.30pm, returning around 
10.30pm.

An RAF Sea King 
helicopter from Lossiemouth 

incident response group 
from Invergordon at 8.15pm, 
equipped with specialised kit 

Some others were treated 
for the effects of smoke 
inhalation and for minor 

during Saturday and a 
seagoing tug arrived from 
Stornoway at 1am on 

from the seaward side.
Fire crews were stood 

down at 1.18pm on Saturday 

Loch Linnhe in relays with 

William and Kinlochleven 
crews, who did not return to 

Dutch experts Smit Salvage 
have now taken ownership 
of the stricken vessel. 

Specialist teams are 
assessing the damage and any 
risks to the environment.

A spokesperson for quarry 
owners Aggregate Industries 

cargo ships could not get in 

and egress to the site was 
clear for smallers vessels, 
including those ferrying the 
workforce in and out. 

pretty severe and there’s 
quite a lot of damage to the 

to remove her as quickly as 

of Morvern Community 
Council, said: ‘The Morvern 
community was shocked 

‘We were relieved to hear 
there was no loss of life or 

and crew of the vessel or any 

to the quarry and hope that 

recommence in the very near 
future.’

A Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency spokesperson 
said on Monday that 
the ship’s heavy fuel oil 
tanks were ‘contained’, 
although the ship was ‘still 
smouldering’.  

Secretaries of States 
representative (SOSREP), 
Hugh Shaw, who has 

or offshore incidents on 

Transport and Department 
of Energy, said: ‘The 

remoteness of the location 

incident to resolve. 
‘The salvage company is 

now on scene and is working 

and eliminate the pollution 
threat from the heavy fuel 

Thick smoke pours from the MV Yeoman Bontrup as flames rip through the the ship’s conveyor system Picture Stuart Macinnes aka ‘Secptic’

Ship blast rocks  Loch Linnhe

Fire crews from throughout the Highlands tackle blaze
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A MAN who failed to pay 
his bill after staying at an 
Oban hotel has appeared 
before Oban Sheriff Court.

Roland Veerrjit, 31, whose 
address was given in court 
as Hollytree Hotel, Fort 
William, pled guilty to 
obtaining board and lodg-
ings without payment when 
he appeared before Sheriff 
Douglas Small on Monday.

Veerrjit checked into an 
Oban hotel on March 19 but 
failed to pay his £376 bill 
when he left six days later.

Sheriff Douglas Small de-
ferred sentence until August 
3, pending the preparation 
of a social inquiry report.

Man left Oban 
hotel without 
paying £370 bill

Axe man in court
A MAN has appeared in 
Oban Sheriff Court charged 
with possession of an axe in 
public.

Carl Johnston, 40, of no 

or declaration when he 
appeared in private before 
Sheriff Douglas Small on 
Monday. 

He was remanded in 
custody and committed for 
further investigation.

Oban man 
remanded in 
custody
A MAN who pled guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court this 
week to breaking a curfew 
while on bail has been 
remanded in custody until 
July 26 for sentencing.

Thomas MacIntyre, aged 
28, of Room 2, Solas, 
Albany Street, Oban was ar-
rested for breaching his bail 
conditions on July 04.

Folk band’s 
farewell to Oban

AN INVERARAY holiday 
homeowner has found an 
usual way of avoiding the 
busy roads this summer – by 
kayaking door-to-door the 
150 miles from Edinburgh 
to the Royal Burgh.

Richard Arnot decided 
it would be ‘fun’ to kayak 
from his permanent home 
in Scotland’s capital to his 
holiday home in Inveraray.

The 59-year-old, along 
with his son and three 
friends, launched on Sunday 
June 20 from Newhaven 
Harbour. During their eight 

day trip, the men paddled 
their way through the River 
Forth, the Forth and Clyde 
Canal, the Kyles of Bute 
and into Loch Fyne.
Crossing at traffic lights
Richard, who has 

previously cycled from 
Edinburgh to Inveraray, said 
the most amusing part of 
his recent trip was lugging 
the 17ft kayaks through 
the streets of Falkirk and 
Clydebank.

‘We couldn’t get through 
the lock gates,’ he explained. 
‘So we had to go through the 

streets, crossing roads and 

wait for the green light – we 
got some strange looks.

‘After cycling to Inveraray 
from Edinburgh in May 

another way of getting there 
so that’s when the idea of 
kayaking came about,’ he 
said.

Richard, who has owned 
his holiday home in Argyll 
for 11 years, added: ‘It’s 
just a bit of fun and who 
knows what way I’ll end up 
travelling next time.’

A NEW group of councillors 
on Argyll and Bute Council, 
called Argyll First, has 
called for all members and 

cut.
Argyll First chairman, 

Councillor Douglas 
Philand, said it was the least 

that councillors, the chief 
executive, three executive 
directors and 12 heads of 
services could do.

‘There are severe cuts on 
the way; we are asking for 
voluntary redundancies and 
if we don’t get enough then 
there could be compulsory 

redundancies. We are 
asking for a 10 per cent cut 
in remuneration - it is only 
right that members and 
senior staff share some of 
the pain as well,’ he said.

Councillors Philand, 
Donald Kelly and John 
Mcalpine announced on 

Friday that they were 
forming the non-political 
Argyll First.

It is non-aligned and 
open to all councillors 
regardless of their politics; 
Councillor Kelly remains a 
Conservative.

It wants to put full powers 

back into the hands of all 
councillors and not just a 
ruling elite.

To this end its second 
move is to call for the 
scrapping of the 16-strong 
executive committee and 
put the decision making 
back with area committees 

and the full council meeting 
of all 36 members along 
with reversing centralisation 
and bringing planning 
decisions back to the area 
committees.

‘The 16 members of the 
executive are in effect taking 
all decisions on behalf of all 

the people of Argyll and 
Bute, leaving the remaining 
20 councillors on the 
periphery,’ said Councillor 
Kelly.

The two proposals will 
go before the next meeting 
of the full Argyll and Bute 
Council on August 19.

Argyll First group calls for councillors and top officials to take a pay cut

Ian McKelvie, Kyle Arnot, Richard Arnot and Alan Fraser arrive at Inveraray. 

It’s a long way to Inveraray

OBAN’S Esplanade has long 
been the main focus of the 
local tourist trade but a lack 
of litter bins and a reduced 
refuse service from Argyll 
and Bute Council has many 
residents concerned for the 
future.

One woman, who did not 
want to be named, said: 
‘There are large clumps of 
grass and rubbish, along with 
the natural seaweed, which, 
if removed, would make 
the shore more enticing for 
people to sit on the sand. 

‘There are many food 
takeaway outlets around 
that area and people 
could enjoy their food 
on a nice clean beach. 
‘Several years ago the 
council paid for tons of sand 
to be put there and it used to 
look nice, but it has been left 
to nature and is now a mess.’
 Oban councillor Roddie 
McCuish said: ‘Litter is 
regularly removed from the 
beach by the council.

‘Several years ago, the 
authority paid for sand to be 
put on the beach. Contrary to 
some people’s reservations, 
my own included, the 
majority of this sand has 
remained in place although 
weeds and seaweed have 
now accumulated in some 
areas.

‘The area committee is 
aware of the feeling locally 
on this issue, and is keen to 

people to better enjoy Oban 
town centre’s waterfront.

‘In the meantime, I will 
contact our streetscene 
colleagues immediately to 
see what can be done to 
improve the area in the short 
term.’

Residents
voice
fears over 
Oban’s 
dirty
beaches

Heroin find

A WARNING has been sent 
out to people who buy alco-
hol for under-18s, following 
an incident on June 29 in 
which a man is suspected 
of buying drink for two 15-
year-old girls.

Oban police are following 
a positive line of enquiry. 

Oban police Inspector 
Julie McLeish said: ‘The 
impact of this type of of-
fence should not be under-
estimated.

‘Their actions can have 
serious consequences.’

A 30-YEAR-old man Oban 
man found in possession of 
heroin after a search of his 
home has been reported to 

Oban police said they 
would continue to target the 
possession and dealing of 
illegal drugs in the area.

Charity box stolen 
on Mull
A 41-YEAR-old man is be-
ing reported to the procura-

stealing a Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution char-
ity box. The man stole the 
charity box from Craignure, 
on July 7.

Church vandalised
POLICE are seeking wit-
nesses after Glencruitten 
Church in Oban was van-
dalised. Between 7.30pm 
last Thursday and 7am last 
Friday a door window was 
smashed at the church.

Anyone with any infor-
mation should contact PC 
Mark O’Donnell at Oban 
Police Station.

Police warn buyers 
of alcohol for U18s

Inquiry told coastguards had no boat to bring to rescue scene

was caught speeding on the A85 trunk 
road in Dalmally.

Murray Dunsmore, 29, of 47 Sandpi-
per Meadow, Alloa, appeared in Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday after police 
saw him driving at 68 miles per hour 
in a 40 mph per hour zone.

Defence agent Duncan Durbin told 
the court that Mr Dunsmore was unfa-
miliar with the road, had not ignored 
the speed limit and only accelerated 
because he believed he had passed the 
built up area.

Driver fined £300 for 
speeding in Dalmally

Calmac calls for customer calm
OBAN’S lifeboat was called out four 
times over the weekend.

A pregnant woman from Mull had been 
on board the MV Isle of Mull waiting 
to leave Craignure on Friday, when it 
encountered technical problems.

The woman was taken off the ferry 
and transferred to Oban lifeboat, with 
two midwives on board, and transferred 
to Lorn and Islands Hospital in Oban.

On Saturday afternoon the lifeboat 
was launched to go to the aid of a 
canoeist who had capsized in the Firth 
of Lorne but was unable to get back 
into his kayak. He was brought back to 
Oban where he recovered quickly.

In the early hours of Sunday morning 

was reported by the Ocean Youth Trust’s 
Alba Endeavour in the area across 
Grass Point, Mull, the Dubh Sgeir 
Rock and the west side of Kerrera. By 
2.24am the area had been searched to 
no avail and the lifeboat headed back 
to Oban only to be called out again at 
6am to take two paramedics to a man 
who had fallen ill on a yacht at Oban 
Marina, Kerrera, and take him back to 
Oban, where he was taken to hospital.

Busy lifeboat out four 
times over weekend

THE A819 between 
Inveraray and Dalmally 
has been described as the 
worst stretch of A-class or 
motorway road in Scotland.

It was highlighted in the  
annual road survey by the 
Road Safety Foundation in 
a report called Saving Lives 
for Less.
Fatal or serious collisions 

The 23-km road was 
worst in Scotland out of 
10 regions in the UK and 
was sixth out of those 10 
for the number of fatal and 
serious collisions between 
2006-2008. This was a rise 
of 71 per cent between the 

for 2006-08.
Of the 12 fatal or serious 

collisions 42 per cent were 
caused by cars going off the 
road; 8 per cent were rear-
end shunts and 50 per cent 
were for other reasons.

The Argyll and Bute 
Council-maintained road 
was the only one in Argyll 
considered to be a high risk 
road but others in Scotland 
included  the A823 and A822 
in Perthshire and A833 near 
Inverness.

The survey found the 
A82 between Tarbet and 

Crianlarich was medium to 
high risk with the A83 to 
Campbeltown, A85 to Oban, 
A82 from Tyndrum to Fort 
William and A828 Connel 
to Ballachulish all classed 
as medium risk roads.

Chairman of the Road 
Safety Foundation Lord 
Dubs of Battersea said that 
the survey had shown that 
half of all fatal collisions 
were concentrated on just 
10 per cent of the UK’s 
roads network.

‘It will astonish most 
that this report shows that 

be stopped by measures 
as simple as getting road 
markings right on major A 
routes,’ he said.

‘This practical evidence 
reinforces the foundation’s 
estimation that a third of road 
deaths could be prevented 
with high economic payback 
with systematic attention to 
detail.

‘Where money spent on 
road markings and safety 
fences is also much cheaper 
than the costs of emergency 
services, hospitals and the 
care of the disabled there is 
no sense in failing to make 
provision.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: 
‘Accidents on the A819 have 
been reducing recently. 

‘However, we are never 
complacent on road safety 
issues and regularly review 
accident statistics and target 
works at accident sites 
across our roads network. 

‘We agree with the Road 
Safety Foundation that 
improving signs and lines 
can reduce accidents and 
works were carried out last 
year in this regard on sites 
along the A819. 

‘Similar work is being 
done this year on the A816 
[Oban-Lochgilphead], and 
is scheduled to be carried 
out next year on the A815 
[Cowal].

‘Despite the constraints on 
council budgets, we hope to 
increase this sort of action 
in future years to cover the 
full length of our strategic 
network.’

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Jamie McGregor said 
he would be putting pressure 
on the Scottish government 
to ensure ‘Argyll’s transport 
infrastructure sees the 
improvements which are so 
badly required.’

Inveraray road - 
worst in Scotland

HEBRIDEAN ferry operator 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) has asked for 
patience from passengers as 
it continues to operate with 

Frustration has been 
rife among islanders and 
holidaymakers after a 
serious breakdown on 
the MV Clansman forced 
the company to alter its 
timetable. Initial estimates 
indicated the MV Clansman 
would be out of action until 
the end of the month and 
a clutch failure on the MV 
Isle of Mull compounded 
the problem, although the 

day. 
Peter Brown from Barra 

said: ‘One of the reasons 
CalMac won the tender 
for these routes was 
because they said they 
had the resources to cover 
breakdowns but that has not 
been the case.There are a 
lot of people on the islands 
whose livelihoods are being 
affected by this.’ 

A CalMac spokesman said 
the complex repair work to 
the MV Clansman required 
engineers to cut a hole in 
the car deck and lift out 
the engine - which weighs 

more than 50 tonnes.
The spokesman added: 
‘Ferry travellers can be 
assured that we are doing 
everything we can to 
resolve this as speedily as 
possible and we are grateful 
for their patience and 
understanding at this time. 
We now have a timetable 
in place which will operate 
until the MV Clansman 
returns to service and most 
people with bookings are 
getting to where they want 
to be although in some 
cases some alteration to 
their travel plans may be 
necessary.’

AN OBAN bar owner has hit out at a decision 
by Argyll and Bute Licensing Board to 
refuse the premises he runs a regular 2am 
Friday and Saturday night extension.

At last week’s licensing board meeting it 
was agreed unanimously to refuse Paparazzi, 
which shares an entrance with O’Donnell’s 
bar in Breadalbane Street, the regular 
2am extension. Ruari Armstrong, who has 
managed Paparazzi since August 2008, told 
The Oban Times that the chairman of the 
board had been granting discretional 2am 
occasional licences for functions since 
December last year.

‘We have had a total of 52 2am licences 
with absolutely no noise and disturbance 

neighbours themselves, who wrote letters 
objecting to the 2am application but at the 
same time saying how lovely and peaceful 
Breadalbane Street was.’ He said the refusal 
of the licence on grounds of ‘prevention 
of crime and disorder’ were ‘ludicrous’ as 
there had been no disorder.

Oban police Inspector Julie McLeish said it 

there had been no noise or disturbance: ‘I 
said there were two occasions when the 
police were involved with persons relating to 
the premises and premises staff themselves. 
Taken in combination with the concern of 
local residents and business holders, this 
means that we have a continued police 
presence round the premises during opening 
hours. We have given our assurances to local 
residents that a high degree of police activity 
will continue to monitor the situation and 
deter any disorder which may occur.’

A spokesperson for Argyll and Bute 
Licensing Board said the application by 
Albion Oban Ltd and designated premises 
manager Elizabeth Callander was refused 
because it was ‘not considered to be 
consistent with the licensing objectives as 
set out in Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005’.

‘As the applicant’s agent has requested a 
written statement of reasons for the decision, 
it would be inappropriate to comment 
further,’ she said. There were 14 letters of 
objection with 25 signatories and no letters 

these were offered at the board meeting.

Oban bar owner hits out at licensing board

A FATAL accident 
inquiry has heard that 
Oban Coastguard had a 
transportable boat based 
in Oban – but that it was 
replaced for one based on 
the sea.

The month-long inquiry 
at Oban Sheriff Court 
into the deaths of Craig 
Currie, 30, William Carty, 
47 Stephen Carty, 42 and 
Thomas Douglas, 36 on 
March 21 last year on Loch 
Awe heard from Oban 

Iain MacKinnon that a 

had been available for 
inland water rescue up until 

1991-92. Mr MacKinnon, 
a volunteer of 24 years, 
said:  ‘I attended a number 
of incidents where the boat 
was taken to Loch Awe and 

incidents.
‘At that time the boat had 

a compass, radio system, 
simple navigation device – 
the predecessor of GPS, life 

and search lights.’
Asked why the boat was 

changed he remembered 
being informed that national 
policy had changed.

The inquiry into the deaths 
of the four men while 
crossing from Lochawe 

village to the other shore in 
a small boat in thick fog had 
heard previously there had 
been a Zodiac boat stored 
at Oban Fire Station but it 
had been removed around 
six months before and Oban 

trained for water rescue 
from the shore.

The nearest rescue boat, 
sent on the night, belonged 
to Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue in Renfrew.

Mr MacKinnon said he 
was ‘astonished’ that Oban 

of coastguard capabilities 
and expected his team to 
turn up with a boat as the 

both services had spent time 
on joint working groups 
prior to the incident.

On the night, when the 
coastguard helicopter was 
unable to reach the water, 
Mr MacKinnon had turned 
his attention to sourcing a 
boat locally as, although the 
coastguard could not ask for 
help, for insurance reasons, 
it could make people aware 
of an incident.

‘In places like Loch Awe, 
people are very supportive 
of the emergency services.  
We have taken up the offer of 
assistance, frequently from 
one person in particular – 
Mr Donald Wilson,’ he said. 

Mr Wilson, owner of Loch 
Awe Boats at Ardbrecknish, 
Loch Awe, and an 
experienced boatman with 
extensive local knowledge, 
told the inquiry last week 
the coastguard control 
room called him at 5.30am 
and asked him to go to the 
scene.

But during the same call 
the operator said another 
boat had arrived.

Mr Wilson said he would 
not have launched in the 
conditions as the fog 
would have led anyone to 
‘completely lose orientation 
as soon as you lose sight of 
the shore’.

Mr Wilson said he had 
been asked by police and 
coastguard on previous 
occasions to assist with 
search/recovery on the loch 
but not at the rescue phase.

The inquiry also heard 
from Dr Julia Bell, forensic 
pathologist at Glasgow 
University and toxicologist 
Dr Hazel Torrance who 
said there were traces of 
cannabis found in Mr Currie 
and William Carty and very 
low levels of alcohol, Mr 
Douglas tested negative 
for drugs and the drugs 
test on Stephen Carty was 
inconclusive.

The inquiry continues.

SCOTTISH folk band 
favourites, The McCalmans 
will play their last ever gig 
in Oban on July 28.

The Edinburgh-based band 
has long been a favourite 
with Oban audiences, hav-
ing been regular visitors to 
the town for decades.

The band will split in 
December when Ian Mc-
Calman, the only original 
member still in the band 
will leave the group. 

The Oban gig will be at 
the Corran Halls and the 

Queens Hall, Edinburgh, on 
December 10.
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THE PARTNERSHIP 
behind the cycle path 
project being constructed 
from Oban to Fort William 
met in Oban recently. 

Progress
Representatives of 

Sustrans, the sustainable 
transport charity leading the 
development from Oban to 
Ballachulish, met with staff 
and councillors from Argyll 

and Bute and Highland 
Council, HITRANS, 
Forestry Commission and 
Transport Scotland.

The meeting reviewed 
progress and discussed 
plans for the path in 2010.

As an alternative to the 
busy A828, sections of 
the path are now open 
from Oban to Dunbeg via 
Ganavan, at Barcaldine 

from the Sea Life Centre to 
Creagan Bridge, in Appin 
from Inverfolla bus stop 
to Dallens layby, and from 
Kentallan to Ballachulish. 

Improvements to the path 
have also been made at 
Strath of Appin primary 
school and at Benderloch 
leading to Lochnell Primary 
School.

In addition, Transport 

Scotland is currently busy 
completing the construction 
of a path alongside the 
A82 from Glencoe to 
Ballachulish.

Safer cycling
It is hoped that before the 

summer season gets into 
full swing it will be possible 
to cycle from Glencoe to 

path.

The meeting heard that 
use of the path by visitors 
and locals alike is growing 
and that work in 2010 
will extend the path North 
and South of Benderloch 
village.

The project is backed 
by the partnership, the 
Scottish Government and 
the European Regional 
Development Fund.

Meeting hears of Oban to Fort William cycle path progress

THE JOY of having the 

raised high on Argyll Square 
was short lived for Oban 
residents, as it was stolen 
only a few hours after it was 
ceremonially installed.

Local businessman Adbul 
Muslim and Councillor 
Roddie McCuish were 
instrumental in getting the 

were proud that it was the 

At the same time Mr 
Muslim was honoured for 
the funding his restaurant, 
the Light of India, raises 
for the Bangladesh Property 
and Health Development 
Charity.

But during the night the 

were also stolen.
Mr Muslim said: ‘It is great 

that we were honoured by 

hometown.
‘I was sad to hear it had 

been stolen but I have 
another one so the council 
have said they will put it 
back up immediately. 

‘I am very appreciative 
of what Roddie and the 
councillors in Oban have 
done.’

Chief Inspector Glen 
Bland of Strathclyde Police 
said: ‘Someone, somewhere 

I am sure they will come 
forward and give us the 
information that we need to 
catch whoever has done this.
We obviously have CCTV 
footage and will in the short 
term be able to identify the 
people who have carried out 
this crime. It would make 
more sense to come forward 

Oban police can be 
contacted on 01631 510500 
or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

Abdul Muslim and other Bangladeshi nationals join councillors in Oban for the raising of the flag, which was 
later stolen. A replacement flag has now been found. 16_t27flag1

Scotland as local businessman honoured
However, flag is stolen within hours of being raised

THE FREEDOM of 
Argyll and Bute has been 
reconferred on the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders 
with the presentation of a 
new pipe banner at Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Provost Councillor William 
Petrie made the presentation 

Lochgilphead’s front green 
to mark Armed Forces Day.

The Argyll and Sutherland 

awarded the freedom of 
Argyll and Bute by the then 
district council in 1979. 

However, it has since 
become part of The Royal 
Regiment of Scotland – with 

and Sutherland Highlanders, 
5th Battalion, The Royal 
Regiment of Scotland 
(5SCOTS).

Provost Petrie said the 
change of status meant it 
was appropriate to reconfer 
the honour on the battalion.

AN INCREASING number 
of rogue traders targeting 
Argyll and Bute in the 
summer has prompted the 
local authorities and police 
to join forces to issue a 
warning to householders.

Among the tactics used 
by these criminals are 
‘distraction burglaries’, 
where rogue traders tell 
householders that work 
needs to be done on their 
house urgently.

Others turn up on the 
doorstep and offer to tar 
driveways, do gardening or 
just attempt to get into the 
house.

Argyll and Bute’s trading 
standards team has now 
joined forces with Strathclyde 
Police in a summer initiative 
aimed at targeting and 
monitoring the activities of 
tradesmen carrying out work 
on properties in the area. 

If any traders are found 
to be not complying with 
the law then swift and 
appropriate action will be 
taken against them. 

The advice from trading 

anyone turns up at your door 
offering to do work, they 
should provide you with a 
written notice entitling you 
to cancel within seven days 
of agreeing to have the work 
done.

A trader who does not give 
you this statutory document 
is breaking the law and could 

Any individual approached 
by a stranger offering to do 
work has the right to refuse 
to let them into their home or 
onto their property. Should 
anyone have any concerns 
they should call the trading 
standards team on 01546 
604404.

Increasing
numbers
of rogue 
traders
targeting 
Argyll     
and Bute

‘Argylls’ 
given
freedom of 
the county

A PENSIONER who crashed 
his motorcycle into a lorry 
escaped with a broken leg.

national was travelling on 
the A85 last week when he 
crashed.

After initial investigation 
by the road policing unit 
the man was airlifted to 
hospital in Glasgow where 
he received treatment for a 
fracture to his right leg.

Broken leg for 
pensioner in 
motorbike crash

last year for failing to pick 
up their dogs’ mess in public 
places in Argyll and Bute.

Each received an 

notice after council wardens 
spotted them not stopping to 
clean up.

Councillor Robert 
MacIntyre, spokesperson 
for economy, environment 
and rural affairs, said that 
offenders had no excuse.

‘Every dog owner knows 
they have a duty to clean up 
after their pet, so there really 
are no excuses for not doing 
so,’ he said.

has 28 days in which to pay. 
If they fail to do so, it will 
increase to £60. 

Should anyone continue 

notice, they risk a court 
summons and a possible 

Thirty-six fined in 
Argyll and Bute    
for failure to       
clear dog dirt

EDUCATION secretary Michael 

will be standing for nomination 
as SNP’s candidate for Argyll 
and Bute when Jim Mather stands 
down at the next election.

He made the announcement 
before visiting Tarbert to take part 
in a discussion session with the 
Argyll and Bute SNP councillors’ 

group. The session covered 
a range of topics including 
Curriculum for Excellence, class 
sizes and the future of education 
provision in Argyll and Bute.

SNP Councillor Isobel Strong 
said: ‘This was an extremely 
productive discussion at which 
the Cabinet Secretary was able 
to give us a fairly comprehensive 

overview of the national picture 
and the challenges facing the 

increasingly tighter. 
‘At the same time we were able 

to demonstrate how education is 
performing in Argyll and Bute 
and our direction of travel in 
facing those same challenges at 
a local level.’

Argyll and Bute’s SNP councillors group meet with education secretary 
Mike Russell. 

Mike
Russell

his
stand for 
Mather’s 
seat

A SCHOOL trip to Paris and Ypres by S4 pupils from 
Tobermory High School allowed them to pay their 
respects to the fallen of World War One in a ceremony 
at Tyne Cot cemetery, the last resting place of almost 
12,000 Commonwealth servicemen.

Pupils also visited the Flanders Museum in the Cloth 
Hall in Ypres, followed by a walk around the Menin 
Gate with its shocking lists of the thousands of names 
of the dead from WW1 who have no grave. Hill 62 was 
the next stop, where pupils were able to examine the 
trenches of WW1 closely.

At Tyne Cot pupils were given time to wander around 
the beautifully kept grounds of the cemetery. S4 
pupils had prepared a service of remembrance in their 
Religious Education class, writing their own thoughts 

often not much older than themselves. Other pupils 
chose to read out an extract from one of the WW1 war 
poems they had studied in English. After reading out 
their thoughts, each pupil read out the names of all those 
who had lost their lives in two World Wars and this year 
included Private Robert MacLaren from Mull who died 
in Afghanistan last year. 

Pupils and staff were visibly moved by the experience, 

There followed a brief visit to Langemarke, the resting 
place of some 25, 000 German soldiers, 3,000 of whom 
were student volunteers who died in October and 
November of 1914. 

was read out in German, followed by a minute’s silence 
then a wreath was laid at the memorial.

Tobermory High School pupils at Tyne Cot 
Cemetery
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FRIENDS and former 
colleagues of the late Iain 
Crichton Smith joined staff 
and pupils of Oban High 
School before the end of term 
to pay tribute to the poet, 
novelist and inspirational 
teacher.

At the gathering a plaque 
was unveiled by the 
celebrated Oban High School 
teacher’s widow, Donalda 
Henderson, in his honour 
and it will be permanently on 
display in the high school.

The ceremony featured a 
mix of poetry recital, music, 
song, memories, anecdotes 
and displays of creative 
writing and artwork.

Fear an Taighe and award-
winning poet, novelist, 
journalist, broadcaster and 
actor Angus Peter Campbell 
enthralled the audience with 

Iain Crichton Smith’s widow, Donalda Henderson, 
unveils the plaque in his memory.

both hilarious and intensely 
thought provoking, ranging 

from classical literature to 
the ball skills of Argentinian 
footballer Lionel Messi. 

He paid eloquent tribute 
to Iain’s memory, as well as 
encouraging current students 
to ‘look in your own heart 
and write’.

Perhaps the most moving 
of the tributes were paid by 
Calum and Murdo MacLeod. 
Along with Iain, they 
formed a triumvirate whose 
friendship lasted a lifetime. 

Their recital of Iain’s 
poetry was given huge 
resonance and poignancy 
by their recollections of the 
circumstances giving rise to 
the poetry.

Formalities over, guests 
relaxed over coffee and 
shared with one another 
memories of the man whom 
all remembered for his 
warmth, humanity, intellect, 
and perhaps above all, 
humour.

Iain Crichton Smith remembered in tribute

OBAN’S lifeboat was called out last Tuesday morning 
to assist a yacht which had grounded on rock off the 
north east corner of the island of Torsa, south of Oban.

The Bavaria 36 yacht Moonstone had two people on 
board, one of whom was taken on to the lifeboat to 
await the rising tide.

boat, which was not taking on any water and had no 
damage to her hull and she continued on her way south-
wards.

The stranded yacht Moonstone last week with 
Oban lifeboat standing by.

CRERAR Hotels, which 
owns hotels in Mull, Invera-
ray and Oban, has presented 
an Argyll charity with a 
cheque for £5,000.

The Befrienders charity 
is one of a number across 
the country that has re-
ceived funds from a total of 
£212,00 handed out recently 
by the hotel chain.

Befrienders is a service 
which provides one-to-one 
friendship with children and 
vulnerable young people 
aged six to 16 years in 
Argyll and Bute.

Paddy Crerar, chief execu-
tive of Crerar Hotels, said: 
‘We are delighted to donate 
substantial funds to very 
deserving charities across 
Scotland.

‘The work these organisa-
tions carry out is invaluable 
to the communities in which 
they operate and we hope 
the donations will help to 
further the good work they 
do.’

A group of walkers gathered recently at the 
Railway Station in Oban to walk from there to the 
war memorial on the Esplanade to raise funds for 
the Diabetes UK local group. Twenty five walkers 
took part and a total of £1,400 was raised through 
sponsorship and donations. John Twort, Connel, 
chairman of the local support group, thanked all 
those who took part and those individuals and 
local businesses who sponsored the walkers.

AN ARGYLL bus service 
is being driven so fast and 
carelessly by some drivers 
that passengers say they are 
scared to travel on it. 

The Oban Times has been 
told of a number incidents 
involving the 405 service 
from Oban to Barcaldine 
in the past eight weeks, 
including hitting the back 
of a car, clipping another 
vehicle and a child being 
thrown to the ground after 
a driver took a corner too 
fast.

But West Coast Motors 
bosses say they are surprised 
to learn of the incidents and 
concern, given the checks 
the company has in place.

Regular Dunbeg passenger 
Ann Ferguson has become 
so alarmed she took a 
survey of villagers about 
the service. She said some 
drivers drive in a ‘dangerous 
way’ and 30 people she has 
talked to agree with her.

‘One 405 bus, going too 
fast, ran into the back of 
a car outside the Halfway 
House Filling Station, 

she said. ‘It’s just a matter 
of time before we have a 
major tragedy on the 405 if 
this continues. 

‘Many people are fearful 
of travelling on this service, 
which was also used twice a 
day for school children.’

Mum Bernie Tinney 
agrees. She was recently 

travelling with her toddler 
and put him in a safe 
position at the front of the 
bus in his pushchair with 
the brakes on. But within 
minutes, the driver rounded 
a corner in Oban at speed, 
throwing the child and 
pushchair back and onto the 

She said: ‘He was aware 
of it, but he didn’t stop. 
They have got to stick to 
time, but the roads are not 
good anyway. They need to 
take a bit more care.’

Ann-Marie Sinclair, who 
also travels regularly with 
her young children, said: 
‘There are lots of people 
who are getting to the stage 
where they are not wanting 
to go on the bus. It’s just the 
speed and they don’t seem 
to care.’

The parent of a child who 
uses the bus regularly to get 
to primary school said the 
bus hit a car on a single-

track road at North Connel 
recently. 

She said: ‘In the past we 
have had letters home from 
the school at least three 
times saying the bus has 
been involved in an incident 
and some of the children 
have had to be treated for 
bumps and bruises because 
the driver braked hard.

‘The 405 travels along 
a single track road with 
passing places to pick up 
children and take them to 
school in Benderloch and 
some drivers travel too fast 
for the road conditions - and 
there are no seatbelts on 
these buses.’

Colin Craig, managing 
director of West Coast 
Motors said he was 
surprised to hear passengers’ 
concerns and had received 
only one complaint about 
the service.

‘Obviously these are very 
serious incidents and we 

take them very seriously,’ 
he said. ‘The timetables 
are designed so that the bus 
drivers go at a safe working 
speed. They would be 
running early and we would 
know if there was a problem 
with speed.’

He said most buses are 

new live tracking system is 
being rolled out before the 
end of the year, allowing 
speed and braking force to 
be monitored.

‘We will get extra 
supervision to check it,’ he 
added. ‘I would urge people 
if there are complaints to 
notify us because we are not 
being made aware. Every 
complaint is investigated 
and we will follow that up 
with customers whether 
formal action is taken.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
has not received any 
complaints about the 
service.

claim fear of ‘dangerous’ bus route
There are lots of 
people who are 
getting to the 
stage where they 
are not wanting 
to go on the  bus.
regular bus 
passenger

OBAN Community Council 
is looking for a new chair-
man following the resigna-
tion of Fred Hall after only 
eight months in the post.

Last week’s meeting heard 
that Mr Hall, who wasn’t 
present, had tendered his 
resignation from the post 
but would remain on the 
community council.

Welsh said she would act as 
chairman until the annual 
general meeting in October.

Moves are also to be made 
to hold a by-election follow-
ing the AGM to recruit more 
members to the community 
council which has 24 seats 
available but has around 
half vacant.

Mr Hall told The Oban 
Times that he had resigned 
because he felt the commu-
nity council would be ‘bet-
ter led by someone else’.

Oban Community 
Council leader 
resigns

Hotel chain boosts 
Argyll charity

Volunteers to aid 
stroke victims 
wanted in Oban

sought by charity Chest 
Heart and Stroke Scotland 
for a programme of out-
reach support in the Oban 
area.

Local co-ordinator Shirley 
Bateman says: ‘We’re 
developing services for lo-
cal people who have had a 
stroke and desperately need 
the help of volunteers from 
the local community.  

‘Perhaps you have skills 
that you could share like 
computing or photography.  
All this helps to rebuild 

stroke.’
Call Shirley on 01479 821 

219 or email shirley.bate-
man@chss.org.uk. 

A full training programme 
is offered  and all expenses 
are fully reimbursed. 

EILEAN Eisdeal has 
received an award of just 
over £12,000 from the Scot-
tish Government’s Climate 
Challenge Fund. 

The fund aims to help 
local communities develop 
a sustainable low carbon 
economy and to reduce 
their carbon emissions. The 
award will be used to install 
a whole island electricity 
meter that will monitor the 
consumption of power on 
the island. The results will 
be displayed on a monitor 
to be installed in one of the 
island’s public buildings. 

Stephen Carr, chairman of  
Eilean Easdale, said: ‘We 
plan to hold community 
education days about energy 
conservation. We hope that 
this will improve awareness 
of energy consumption and 
encourage people to use less 
and so to reduce Easdale’s 
carbon footprint. 

‘We plan to start working 
on the meter and the display 
monitor shortly and to have 
the project completed by the 

Easdale island 
gains climate 
challenge funding

had his walking boots on again for charity.
The 71-year-old walked 130 miles from 

raised £1,614.40 for the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) in the process.

Seven-day route
He said he averaged 17-18 miles a day and 

it took him seven days to complete.

radio show on Oban FM, has completed in 
as many years for charity.

new Dalmally community hall, when he 
walked the West Highland Way and raised 
£883.

Last year he walked the Great Glen Way 

and donated a total of £1,577, including Gift 
Aid, to helping those with Crohns disease.

‘I have always liked walking – and it 

some money for charity at the same time?’ 
he said.

‘The RNLI is a really important charity 
and needs the money,’ he added.

He handed over his cheque last week at the 
charity’s Scottish headquarters in Perth.

head over for the odd charity shave and last 
year made £500 for Marie Curie Cancer 
Care by getting his head shaved at a festival 
in Northern Ireland.

He’s hoping to do the same again this year 
in a few weeks at The Lady of the Lake 
Festival in Co Fermanagh.

Jackie Craig, right, hands over his cheque at the RNLI headquarters in Perth.

THREE groups of amateur artists got together for an 
exhibition recently hosted by Lynn Court supported 
housing complex in Oban. 

Friends and family were invited to view the exhibits 
which were the result of art classes run by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Community Learning in Dunmar Court 
and Lynn Court in Oban and MacCallum Court in 
Dunbeg.The courses are run in 10-week blocks through 
Clydebank College with local tutor Liz Goudie. The 
exhibition coincided with the latest course and around 
70 paintings were on show. Donations were asked for 
instead of an entry fee which was given to charity, along 
with proceeds from the sale of paintings.

Some of the amateur artists who exhibited at Lynn 
Court, with tutor Liz Goudie, third right. 07_t25art01

PLANS for a ‘homecoming 
style’ celebration are getting 
underway for Oban’s 
bicentenary celebrations 
next year.

Among ideas suggested is 
a world record attempt on 
the biggest Strip the Willow 
which may be held on Oban’s 
George Street on a Saturday 

While plans are still in 
the production stage there 
are already a number of 

be announced later in the 
year.

It is likely that the 
celebrations will last for 
two months culminating 
in a bonanza day at the 
Argyllshire Gathering on 
Thursday, August 26.

Oban plans 
to celebrate 
bicentenary

A LOCH Awe LochWatch 
patrol boat will soon be in 
the water at weekends and 
some week days, thanks to 
the generosity of two Oban 
friends who have loaned out 
their boat for the summer.

LochWatch volunteers Iain 
MacKinnon and Murray 
Humphries, both Oban, have 
been hard at work preparing 
the boat for the water, 
painting it and lettering it so 
it is a visible presence on the 
water.

The 16-foot speedboat with 
a 55hp outboard is owned by 
Neil MacAulay, who now 
lives and works in Bulgaria 
and Tom McCrindle, an 
Oban-based building control 

Council.
Neil still visits his parents 

in Dunbeg regularly but as a 
former member of the Oban 
coastguard team is well 
acquainted with incidents 
on the loch.

The boat will be used 
to raise safety awareness, 
encourage the use of 
lifejackets among boat users 

for the LochWatch scheme, 
which has volunteer 
‘spotters’ along the loch 
side and other boat users 
signed up to help in case of 
incidents on the loch.

At the end of the summer, 
an evaluation will take place 
of the usefulness of having a 

patrol boat.
‘They have loaned the boat 

for the rest of this year to 
see how successful it is in 
raising awareness in safety 
and wearing lifejackets,’ 
said Murray, who also runs 
the LochWatch website and 
the website for the boat 
www.lapb.org.uk

Murray and Iain will crew 
the boat with help on the 
shore from LochWatch co-
ordinator Donald Wilson’s 
Loch Awe Boats’ staff and 
it will carry navigation 

radio to be in contact with 
Donald, a boarding ladder 
and throwing lines.

‘Support from businesses 
for patrol boat equipment has 
been great with equipment 
donated free of charge or 
heavily discounted,’ said 
Murray

‘The generosity of business 
and individuals in supporting 
LochWatch continues to be 
overwhelming.’

One visitor who saw what 
they were doing even offered 
to make a replacement 
Perspex windshield for the 
patrol boat.

Murray and Iain have 
emphasised that it is not a 
rescue boat, that it would 
not be ‘on call’ and would 
not be in the water without 

Iain MacKinnon and Murray Humphries, who are doing up the boat in preparation 
for its launch as a LochWatch patrol boat on Loch Awe. 15_t29patrol01

Patrol 
boat to 
keep
watch at 
Loch Awe

ATLANTIS Dance Ballet medal tests were held 
recently with a number of pupils gaining highly com-
mended awards.
Pre-Primary: Lili Webster - Commended +; Annie 
Douglas - Commended.
Primary: Laura Bialecka – Commended; Lilijana 
Alexander – Commended; Lily Childs - Pass++; Katie 
Keeney - Pass++; Evie Lane - Highly Commended.
Level 1: Erin Macaulay - Highly Commended.

-
low - Commended+; Charlotte Lawson - Commended+; 
Kate Little - Commended+.
Level 5: Beth Little - Highly Commended; Lauren 
Lawson - Highly Commended; Christina Wilkie - 
Highly Commended.

Oban Lions Clubs’  ‘guess the bears birthday’ was 
won by Megan Williamson aged 8, from Oban who 
guessed the correct date, November 4, which is 
her own birthday. The club would like to thank the 
Caledonian Hotel, Oban who ran the competition 
on behalf of the Lions and all who entered. 

GEORGE Berry went shopping for a new belt this week 
as he continues to lose inches from his waistline.

Gym workouts and walking are paying off for George 

Robin Morton of Energie Fitness said:  ‘Although 
George’s weight has remained the same his stamina has 
improved greatly.  In time that will translate to weight 
loss.’  
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MORE than 30 members of the local 
branch of the SWRI held a celebration 
lunch to mark the 50th birthday of the 
institute on Tiree.

Two members from the original 
meeting, Annie MacKinnon and Nan 
MacLean, cut a cake which had been 
especially baked for the occasion by 
the branch’s current president Caroline 
Maclean who welcomed the group 

at the island’s Lodge Hotel. After the 
meal Caroline gave a talk based on the 

and read out cards from past presidents 
who were unable to attend. 

One past president nearly didn’t 

from Glasgow was nearly two hours 
late and a car was sent to the airport to 
speed her to the hotel. Gill said later: ‘I 

was worried that after travelling from 
my home in England I would miss the 
gathering of my old friends on Tiree, 
but I made it eventually.’

Gill was in time to pose for a 
photograph with six other former 
presidents, Peggy Cameron, Elspeth 
Gillies, Margaret Gorman, Margaret 
MacIntyre, Annie MacKinnon and 
Caroline Maclean.

Former presidents and members of Tiree SWRI.

Women celebrate 50th anniversary of Tiree SWRI

S4
Oban High School Prize 
For Administration, 
Standard Grade - Katherine 
Sutherland; Oban High 
School Prize For Business 
Management, Standard 
Grade - Sasha Porter; Oban 
High School Prize For Art 
& Design, Standard Grade 
- Angus Sinclair; Jenny 
Morrison Prize For Biology, 
Standard Grade, Joint - 
Angus Sinclair and Richard 
Thomson; Jenny Morrison 
Prize For Chemistry, 
Standard Grade - Richard 
Thomson; Oban High 
School Prize For Computing 
Stuidies, Standard Grade - 
William Clark; Oban High 
School Prize For Craft & 
Design, Standard Grade - 
William Sander; Oban High 
School Prize For Enterprise 
Through Craft - Anthony 
Monaghan, Access 3; Oban 
High School Prize For 
Graphic Communication, 
Standard Grade - Robin Scott; 
Oban High School Prize 
For Practical Craft Skills, 
Int 2 - Anthony Monaghan; 
Oban High School Prize 
For Drama, Standard Grade, 
Joint - Jane Carson and 
Amy King; Hugh Sheddon 
Prize For English, Standard 
Grade - Richard Thomson; 
Iain Forteith Memorial Prize 
For Excellence in English 
- Leigh Eisler; Former 
Pupils’ Association Prize 
For French, Standard Grade, 
Joint - Amy King and Angus 
Sinclair; Reverend John 
MacLeod Prize For Gaelic 
Learners, Standard Grade - 
Kirsty Thomson; Oban High 
School Prize For Geography, 
Standard Grade - Richard 
Thomson; Oban High School 
Prize For History, Standard 
Grade - Angus Sinclair; Oban 
High School Prize For Home 
Economics, Standard Grade - 
Connie McNeill; Oban High 
School Prize For Hospitality 
- Chelsea MacDonald; 
Former Pupils’ Association 
Prize For Mathematics, 
Standard Grade - Angus 
Sinclair; Oban High School 
Prize For Modern Studies, 
Standard Grade - Feargal 
LetFord; Oban High School 

Prize For Music, Standard 
Grade - Elizabeth Campbell; 
Oban High School Prize For 
Philosophy & Beleif, Int 
2 - Katherine Sutherland; 
Mrs David Scott Prize 
For Physical Education, 
Int 2 - Leigh Eisler; Jenny 
Morrison Prize For Physics, 
Standard Grade - Angus 
Sinclair; Oban High School 
Prize For Physics, Int 1, 
joint - Megan MacLeod and 
Fraser McGlone; Oban High 
School Prize For Spanish, 
Standard Grade - Richard 
Thomson; XL Prize - Louise 
Kynoch.
S5/6: Oban High School Prize 
For Int 2 Administration, 
joint - Emma MacAulay 
and Lisa MacKenzie; Oban 
High School Prize For 
Higher Administration, 
joint - Lorna MacPherson 
and Catriona Kerr; 
Wiltshire Trophy Prize For 
Outstanding Acheivement 
in Higher Administration 
- Helen Tinney; Oban High 
School Prize For Higher Art 
& Design - Eilidh Cook; 
Art Cup - Advanced Higher 
Art & Design - Bridgette 
Woolnough; Orsay Applied 
Art Prize - Rhoda Beaton; 
Jenny Morrison Prize For 
Biology, Higher - Kirsty 
Pallas; Jenny Morrison Prize 
For Chemistry, Advanced 
Higher - Vernon Davies; 
Jenny Morrison Prize For 
Chemistry, Higher - Calum 
Peden; Oban High School 
Prize For Computing 
Stuidies, Higher, joint 
- Rebecca Campbell; 
Oban High School Prize 
For Computing Stuidies, 
Higher, joint - Colin Oman; 
Laing Prize For Design & 
Technology Education -
Julie Campbell; Oban High 
School Prize For Graphic 
Communication, Higher, 
joint - Calum Peden and 
Allan Laycock; Oban High 
School Prize For Graphic 
Communication, Int 2 - 
Martin Lang; Oban High 
School Prize For Practical 
Craft Skills, Int 2, joint - 
Bruce Aitken and Steven 
McMonagle; Oban High 
School Prize For Product 
Design, Higher, joint - 

Julie Campbell and Colin 
Currie; Oban High School 
Prize For Product Design, 
Int 2 - Simone Carter; D C 
Buchanan Prize For English, 
Advanced Higher - Angus 
Scott; Hugh Sheddon Prize 
For English, Higher - Louisa 
Stage; Iain Crichton Smith 
Prize For English - Angus 
Scott; Oban High School 
Prize For French, Int 2  -
Kellen Carey; Oban High 
School Prize For French,  
Higher - Steven Delebecque; 
Oban High School Prize For 
French, Advanced Higher - 
Angus Scott; Flora MacLeod 
Bequest For Gaelic, Higher - 
Bruce Duthie; D C Buchanan 
Prize For Gaelic, Higher - 
Rian McAllister; Oban High 
School Prize For Gaelic 
Learners, Advanced Higher - 
Jennifer McLuckie; Annie M 
McInnes Prize For Modern 
Languages, Spanish - David 
Murphy; Craven Memorial 
Prize For Geogaphy, 
Advanced Higher - Angus 
Scott; Oban High School 
Prize For Geography, Higher 
joint - Hannah Poulton and 
Iona Underwood; Oban High 
School Prize For Travel and 
Tourism - Rebekah MacLeod; 
Oban High School Prize 
For History, Int 2 - Lauren 
Williams Bale; Oban High 
School Prize For History, 
Higher, Joint - Jessica Black 
and Lynsey MacAllister; 
Oban High School Prize For 
Home Economics - Health 
& Food - Maria Storr; Oban 
High School Prize For 
History, Advanced Higher - 
Tess McMeddes; Oban High 
School Prize For Hospitality 
- Sean Howie; Oban High 
School Prize For Hospitality, 
Int 2 - Helena Robertson; 
Former Pupils’ Association 
Prize For Mathematics, 
Advanced Higher - Vernon 
Davies; Former Pupils’ 
Association Prize For 
Mathematics, Higher - 
Kellen Carey; F J Mackenzie 
Prize For Excellence in 
Mathematics - Vernon 
Davies; Oban High School 
Prize For Mathematics, Int 
1 - Lauren Williams-Bale; 
Oban High School Prize For 
Mathematics, Int 2 - Maria 

Storr; Oban High School 
Prize For Modern Studies, 
Higher - David Murphy; 
Oban High School Prize 
For Music, Higher - David 
Murphy; Oban High School 
Prize For Music, Advanced 
Higher - Angus Scott; 
Melbourne Lloyne Prize 
For Music Composition - 
Jennifer McLuckie; Haydock 
Prize For Most Improved 
Senior Instrumental - Amy 
Campbell; Oban High 
School Prize For Philosophy, 
Higher, joint - Rhoda Beaton 
and Rian MacAllister; 
Moncrieff Cup For Physical 
Education, Higher, joint -
Cara Potts and Peter Currie; 
Jenny Morrison Prize For 
Physics - Higher - Louisa 
Stage; Oban High School 
Prize For Physics, Advanced 
Higher - Vernon Davies; 
Oban High School Prize 
For Physics, Int 2 - Murray 
Willis; Oban High School 
Prize For Special Effort In 
Science - Kellen Carey. H2O 
Awards: Daena Campbell, 
Samantha MacIver, Linzi 
MacIver, Laura Meek, Katie 
Melville, Caroline Smith, 
Louise Kynoch.

Asdan Gold Awards: Craig 
Handley, Louise Kynoch, 
Stephanie Waiton.

Millie Media Award For 
Young Enterpris: Finn Currie 
& Angus Scott.

Oban High School Prize 
For Outstanding Peer 
Support - Veronica Speirs. 
Scottish Associaiton For 
Marine Science Award For 
Outstanding Achievement 
In Science - Louisa Stage. 
Glencruitten Hostel Prize 
For Endeavour - Josie and 
Tess McMeddes. Calum 
John Laing Trophy - Sophie 
MacLennan. Rotary Award 
For Endeavour - Gian Bove. 
Oban High School Sports 
Coaching Award, Joint 
- Callum Weir and Keith 
MacRae. Oban High School 
Achievement Award, Joint 
- Amanda Noddings and 
Fergus Matheson.

Head Girl Award - Lisa 
MacKenzie; Head Boy 
Award - Angus Scott. Dux, 
Joint - Louisa Stage and 
David Murphy.

Oban High School senior prizewinners 2009-2010

ISLAY

Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215
Rain at last
IT’S NOT often Islay is eager 
for more rain, but the lack 
of rainfall in recent months 
had the island reaching near-
drought state before a night 
and morning of steady rain 
fell recently. 

The island had had almost 
no rainfall during the whole 
warm month of June.

Some water supplies used 
by private homes have run 
very low and water has been 
brought by tanker to a few 
households.

Islay’s distilleries have 

also had concerns about 
diminishing water supplies, 
but as their ‘silent season’ 
is nearly here, there’s every 
chance rainfall will make up 
the water levels before they 
re-start production.

Open day
A BUSY and successful 
Gaelic Open Day was held 
at Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 
on June 25, offering taster 
sessions of the Ùlpan Gaelic 
course for Gaelic Singers.

In the evening, presentations 

the year’s Gaelic courses to 
an impressive number of 
students were made by tutor 
Sìne MacKellar and previous 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig chairman 
Arthur Cormack. 

After the presentations, a 
concert was held featuring 

Islay’s Gaelic singers, 
several of whom are learning 
Gaelic at Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ìle, and several much-
enjoyed songs from Arthur 
Cormack.

Ballygrant Post 
Office
closed on Tuesday June 15. 

A new service, operated 
from Ballygrant Village 
Hall by the sub postmistress 
from Bowmore, opened 
on Monday June 21. The 
postal service will now be 
available for four hours 
per week, on Mondays and 
Thursdays between 9.30am 
and 11.30am. 

Royal Mail services 
which previously operated 

have been moved to the 

Customers should contact 

Ellen on 01496 302131 to 
make arrangements.

Pipe band 
ISLAY Pipe Band competed 
in the British Championships 
held at Annan on June 26. 

A total of 130 bands were 
competing in the various 
grades, with 13 bands 
competing in Grade 3A. 

out of the prize list in Grade 
3A, taking seventh place. 

The Islay band’s strength 
was in its piping, gaining 
second place in the March, 
Strathspey and Reel, and a 
seventh in the medley. They 
scored ninth in drumming 
and tenth for ensemble 
work.

GLENGARRY Highland 
Games at Invergarry were a 
success on Saturday despite 
the changeable weather.

In between rain showers, 
the sun came out and visitors 
were able to enjoy all the 
usual attractions that were 
on show – the heavy events, 
races, music, dance and food. 
There was also a mini-games 
for children to compete in.

President of the organising 
committee Neil Stewart said 
he was happy with how the 
day went. ‘Numbers were 
maybe slightly down on 
last year,’ he said ‘but it has 
still been a really good day. 
There’s been really strong 
competition, especially in 
the heavies. And hopefully 
we’ve raised lots of money.’ 

Results: Heavies – Hammer – 1 S Patience distance 117’2’’; 2 L 
Colthart 109’11’; 3 W Falconer 107’3’; 4, S Anderson 105’8.5’’. 
Shott Putt – 1 W Falconer distance 47’9.5’’; 2 S Patience 47’8’’; 3 
L Colthart 43’9’’; 4, S Anderson 43’5’’. Weight Over the Bar – 1 P 
Whitehead distance 13’6’’; 2 W Falconer 13’; 3 S Patience 12’6’’; 
4, S Anderson 12’. Caber – 1 P Whitehead; 2 S Anderson; 3 W 
Falconer; 4, S Patience. Weight for Distance 28lb – 1 S Anderson 
distance 67’11’’; 2 S Patience

67’7’’; 3 W Falconer 67’; 4, L Colthart 58’.5’’. Weight for 
Distance 56lb – 1 S Anderson distance 35’1’’; 2 S Patience 33’5’’; 
3 W Falconer 30’11; 4, L Colthart 23’11’’. First equal - S Patience 
and W Falconer 16 points.

Men – 100m - 1 Richard Simm; 2 Andrew Paterson; 3 G. Donald. 
200m – 1 Richard Simm; 2 Andrew Paterson; 3 Sinclair Patience. 
400m – 1 Richard Simm; 2 Callum Fraser; 3 Grant Swanson. 
1500m – 1 Richard Simm. Hill Race – 1 Callum Fraser; 2 Brian 
Bartell; 3 Alistair Fraser.

Best Overall Track Athlete - Richard Simm.
Ladies - Sack Race – 1 Linda Henderson; 2 Fiona Gordon; 3 

Verena Macleod. Three Legged/Egg and Spoon – 1 Alison Donald/
Linda Henderson; 2 Kate Tuer/ Fiona Gordon. 100m – 1 Verena 
Macleod; 2 Marianne Hood; 3 Jane Bassett. Hill Race – 1 Kate 
Tuer.

Children’s races - Under Five Flat Race 1 Lily Bloom; 2 Lily 
MacDonald; 3 Tommy Rand. Sack Race 5-7 Girls - 1 Molly Lilly; 
2 Callie Rodgers; 3 Abi MacDonald. Boys - 1 Ross Gordon; 2 
Gillespie MacVicar; 3 Callum Hugle. Sack Race 8-9 Girls - 1 Emma 
Gordon; 2 Taylor Rodgers; 3 Thea Levitt. Sack Race 8-11 Boys - 1 
Grant Swanson; 2 Ben Johnstone; 3 Fergus Fraser. Sack Race 12-
15 Mixed – 1 Angus Bleakley; 2 Jesse Rodgers; 3 Sally Swanson. 
Three Legged Race 5-7 Girls – 1 Emma Rowe/Abi MacDondald; 
2 Jessica Chamlers/Molly Lewis; 3 Callie Rodgers/ Josie Bloom. 
Three Legged Race Boys – 1 Ross Gordon/Gillespie MacVicar; 2 
Finlay/ Cameron Fraser; 3 Callum Hugle/Ronan Bleakley. Three 
Legged Race 8-11 Girls – 1 Cara/ Isla Coe; 2 Tess/Thea Leavitt; 
3 Megan Stewart/Taylor Rodgers. Three Legged Race 8-11 Boys 
– 1 Lois Viduca/Jack Allan; 2 Ben Johnstone/Mungo Bleakley; 
3 Malcolm Macleod/Antony Mouse. Three Legged Race 12-15 
Mixed – 1 Thea/Erin Leavitt 2 Emma Gordon/ Claire Macleod. 
Egg and Spoon 5-7 Girls 1 Emma Rowe; 2 Callie Rodgers. Egg 
and Spoon 5-7 Boys 1 Ross Gordon; 2 Hugh Calum Finlay; 3 
Rowan Bleakley.

Egg and Spoon 8-11 Girls – 1 Claire Macleod; 2 Megan Stewart; 
3 Rebecca Johnstone/Peigi Macvicar. Egg and Spoon 8-11 Boys 
– 1 Ben Johnstone; 2 David Rodgers; 3 Mungo Bleakley. 

Flat Race 5-7 Girls – 1 Callie Rodgers; 2 Molly Lilly; 3 Rhianna 
Macleod . Flat Race 5-7 Boys – 1 Ross Gordon; 2 Gillespie 
Macvicar; 3 Andrew Gordon.Flat Race 8-11 Girls – 1 Rachel 
Mackay; 2 Chloe MacDonald, 3 Katie Stark. Flat Race 8-11 Boys 
– 1 Grant Swanson; 2 Jack Allan; 3 Ben Johnstone.Flat Race 12-
15 Girls – 1 Sophie Maclennan; 2 Thea Leanitt 3 Sally Swanson. 
Flat Race 12-15 Boys – 1 Callum Fraser; 2 Angus Bleakley; 3 
Alasdair Stark. Mixed Junior Hill Race – 1  Angus Bleakley; 2 
Chloe MacDonald; 3 Grant Swanson.

Glengarry Mini Highland Games - Hammer 5-8 Gilleasbuig 
Macvicar; 9-10 Theresa Luque; 10+ Patrick Browne. Caber 5-8 
Ross Gordon; 9-10 Theresa Luque; 10+ Cara Coe. Shott Putt - 5-8 
Ross Gordon; 9-10 Miguel Luque; 10+ Patrick Browne. Weight 
for Distance 5-8 Ross Gordon; 9-10 Miguel Luque; 10+ Aerin 
Learitt.

Crowds enjoy all the attractions 
of Glengarry Highland Games

Carhie MacKinnon, 10, 
from Spean Bridge, 
performing at Glengarry 
Highland Games.             
10_f28glen01

The funds raised by the 
games will go to local 
charities.

Despite being moved to the 
nearby community hall to 
escape the rain, the Highland 
dancing competitions proved 
a success, with more than 70 
dancers taking part. Dance 
organiser Marie Stewart told 
The Oban Times: ‘We started 
this morning outside but we 
had to move inside because 
of the rain. 

‘We’ve had good crowds 
all day, and we had a lot of 
tourists in to watch in the 
morning.

‘This is the most dancers 
we’ve ever had competing, 
and they’ve come from as 
far as Skye, Inverness and 
Dumbarton.’

Eilidh Petrie steps out in 
style at Glengarry Games. 
10_f28glen04

Left: The caber tossing competition was a big 
attraction at Glengarry Games. 10_f28glen02

Concentration on the face of one of the heavy athletes as he prepares to compete in the Weight over the Bar competition at Glengarry 
Games. 10_f28glen03

This is the 

most dancers 

we’ve ever had 

competing.
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The Highland and Is-

ers and dancers will be 

TAYNUILT

on July 17 this tradi-
tional Highland games 

heavy and track events 
and various stalls and is 
always a big community 
event under the shadow 
of Ben Cruachan.
LEWIS
On the same day the 
Lewis Highland Games 
at Tong, near Storno-
way on the Isle of Lewis 

cial events, such as a 
Strongman event. There 
is of course the tradition-
al heavy events too, as 
well as Highland danc-

athletics, a fairground, 

street entertainers.

LOCHCARRON

on July 17 is the Loch-
carron Highland Games 

Strathcarron.

MORVERN
The Morvern Games, 

on July 17 at Knock 
Park, Lochaline. The 
Morvern games are a 
very friendly, authentic 
games in a stunning ru-
ral setting. They have 
been described as the 
‘most scenic games in 
Scotland’.

INVERARAY
On Tuesday, July 20 it is 
the turn of Inveraray as 

land Royal Burgh hosts 
its world famous games 
at Winterton Park in the 
grounds of Inveraray 
Castle.

ing, Highland dancing, 

events, including the 
world tossing the caber 

The games also in-
clude a funfair and trade 
stands.

SOUTH UIST
On Wednesday, July 21 
the island of South Uist 

nish Machair near Loch-

boisdale. These games 
consist of heavy events, 
junior events, senior and 

dancing, running and 

stalls and shows for chil-
dren.

MULL
The Mull Highland 
Games take centre stage 
on July 22 at Erray Park 
in Tobermory.

the games include a 

colourful Tobermory with 

games are a great day 
out for all the family.

NORTH UIST
Scheduled for July 23, 
the North Uist Highland 

at Balelone on the is-

Highland dancing, heavy 
events, tug o’ war and 
athletics.

SOUTHEND
Boasting the stunning 
scenery of Kintyre is 
Southend Highland 
Games at Hotel Park on 
July 24. Traditional High-

Highland dancing and a 
host of other events and 
activities are on offer.

LOCHEARNHEAD 

Games Park in Loc-
hearnhead there are the 

head and Strathyre 
Highland Games.

traditional Highland clan 
gathering of the clans 
McLaren, Stewart, Mc-
Gregor and McNabb.

ARISAIG
The traditional games 

KILMORE
Saturday, July 31 is 
another busy day for 
Highland Games across 

lands.

Grounds, Kilmore, by 
Oban can be found the 
Kilmore and Kilbride 
Highland Games.
These are a traditional 
Highland games with a 

such as athletics, heavy 

over the bar, caber toss-
ing, tug o’ war, tossing 

children’s 
races and 
n o v e l t y 
events for a l l 
ages; haggis hurl-
ing, wellie boot 
throwing, side 
shows, refresh-
ments, a dog show 

FORT 
WILLIAM

are the Lochaber 
Highland Games 

formances throughout 
the day, the honorary 
chieftain leading the 

which include heavy 

stalls, amusements and 
a beer tent.

MALLAIG

Morar are the Mallaig 
and Morar Highland 
Games.
This event is a small 
traditional Highland 
games which includes 
heavy events, athlet-

dancing, child and adult 
events and a cross 
country race.
SKYE
the wonderfully named 

the venue for the Isle of 
Skye Highland Games 

KILLIN
The Killin Highland 

gust 4 at Breadalbane 
Park, Killin and feature 
traditional Highland 
games events includ-
ing Highland dancing, 

strength events, side 
stalls and a funfair.

NEWTONMORE

event is the Newton-
more Highland Games 
held at The Eilan, New-

These games feature 

ing, heavy events, track 

shows, stalls, food stalls 
and a licensed tent. The 
games also boast the 
Clan MacPherson gath-

march to the Games.

ARRAN

Highland games 

The Brodick High-
land Games will 
be held on Saturday, 

The games are a tradi-
tional Highland games 
with athletics, Highland 
dancing, heavy events, 

stalls and children’s en-
tertainment.

GLENFINNAN

ing and Highland Games 

21.
This is a well-estab-
lished local event which 
adheres to the tradi-
tional sort of Highland 

the country the games 
are this year extending 

any local descendants 
returning home for the 
year of Homecoming in 
2009.

ROTHESAY

Highland Games will be 
held in the Public Sta-
dium, Rothesay.

day of traditional High-

tions, Highland dancing 

athletics, a 10km road 
race, the Bute heavy-

the Duke of Rothesay 

HRH Prince Charles, 

and a junior shinty tour-
nament.

OBAN

ing is a very traditional 
Highland games with 

ics, heavy events, junior 
shinty and a heritage 

tracts some of the best in 
the world and the winner 
leads the march to the 

COWAL
The Cowal Highland 

at Dunoon Stadium, 
Dunoon. This event in-
cludes the World High-

athletics and wrestling 

a ceilidh tent.

DRUMNADROCHIT

Gathering and Games 
at Blairbeg Park, Drum-
nadrochit with heavies, 

race, tug o’ war, a fun fair 
and stalls.

Inveraray
Highland Games

Winterton Park, Castle Grounds

Tuesday 20th July 2010
Local and Open Events commence 9.00 am

SOLO PIPING (Local and Open)
HIGHLAND DANCING (Local and Open)

HEAVY, FIELD & TRACK EVENTS (Local and Open)

Including World Caber Championships
CYCLING, WRESTLING

INVERARAY & DISTRICT PIPE BANDS 
AND THE PIPES & DRUMS OF THE ROYAL

SCOTS DRAGOON GUARDS
will parade from Church Square to the Games Field at 
approx 10.45am led by His Grace The Duke of Argyll

Full Catering Facilities on Field
Trade Stands; Side Shows, Amusement Rides

FREE PARKING
ADMISSION: Adults £7.00: OAP’s £3.00

 Children £2.00: Family Ticket £14.00

For more info - tel: 01499 302458
Website : www.inveraray-games.co.uk

CALLANDER HIGHLAND 
GAMES 2010

SATURDAY 31ST JULY AND SUNDAY 1ST 
AUGUST 2010

Ben Ledi Park
Including Ladies Highland Games World Challenge.

Craft Fair, Pipe Bands and Highland Dancers,
Children’s Highland Games, Companion Dog Show.

www.callanderhighlandgames.co.uk - Online Booking available
Contact Dan - 01877 330919

THE ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING
OBAN HIGHLAND GAMES

Argyllshire Gathering World Premier Piping 
Competition Wednesday 25th August

Various events around Oban at 9pm  -  Entry £5

Oban Highland Games
Thursday 26th August - Mossfield Stadium
Highland Dancing, Heavy Events, Tug-o-war, Athletics, Piping

£10 adults, £8 concessions, £5 children
March leaves Station Square 10.30am

our feature Band is The Oban High School Pipe Band with Pipe Major Angus McColl

www.obangames.com

• Oban

• Mallaig
• Braemar

• Lewis

• Skye

• Lochcarron

• Morvern

• South Uist

• North Uist

• Kilmore

• Southend

• Lochearnhead
• Callander

• Killin

• Newtonmore

• Rothesay

• Drumnadrochit

• Cowal

• Mull

• Luss• Inveraray

• Bute

Taynuilt Highland Games

Saturday 17th July 2010 
Sports Field, Taynuilt

Parade from Taynuilt Hotel 
at 1pm with Oban Pipe Band

Highland Dancing and Piping starts 11am. Heavyweight, 
Track and Tug-o-war events from 1pm. 

Novelty Events • Spectators Races • Sideshows
Adult £5 Child/Concession £3 Parking £1 Programme 50p

www.taynuilthighlandgames.com

FOR thrills and spills, 
with an added skirl of  the pipes, 
there’s nothing quite like a 
Highland Games.
And you can look no further 
than Argyll and the west 
Highlands for some of  the 
best and most traditional 
Highland Games you will 
find anywhere.

2010
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web guide 
to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits per year.

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

Local
Producers
Markets

Thursday 15th July
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch
1 mile along the Tralee road

10am to 3pm
Lots to eat and do

Interested Producers contact
01631 720223

Local Origins Rural Network
www.lorn.org.uk

what’son
July > Fruit Picking
East Yonderton Farm, Inchinnan

Thursday 15 July > Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Friday 30 July > Philomena Begley 
BA Club, Fort William

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Every Sunday >  Quiz Night
Markie Dans

Thursday 8 July > Live music with Finn
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 9 July > Live music with Crooked Reel
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 9 July > Trail west
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm

Wednesday 14 July > Live music with  Too Far North
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 16 July > Live music with  Emerald Country
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 16 July > The Chunks
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 11pm - 1am

Saturday 17 July > Live music with  The Zodicas
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Friday 23 July > Crooked Reel
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

24 - 25 July > Tiree Music Festival
An Talla Car Park, Tiree www.tireemusicfestival.co.uk

Monday 2nd August > Skerryvore
Skipinnish Ceilidh House

STRAWBERRIES
Pick your own strawberries, raspberries, 

blackcurrants, redcurrants, gooseberries, peas
EAST YONDERTON FARM

INCHINNAN PA4 9LP • Telephone orders 0141 889 3492
Fields open Saturday and Sunday, 9a.m. - 5p.m.

Monday until Friday 10a.m. - 8p.m.
From junction 29 on M8 take A726 to Inchinnan (beside Glasgow Airport)

WE GROW THE BEST, YOU PICK THE BEST!

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

KYLE
1 year old Vizla Cross, needs plenty of time, nice nature.

Contact Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm.
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

Would the person from Connel who borrowed the Cat Trap 
a few weeks ago please return it as soon as possible.

THE CLAREDON HOTEL
1 Shore Street, Oban.

Is Now Offering Accommodation
• All Rooms en-suite
• Residents lounge and dining room available.

Prices from £20 p.p. Room Only
                    £25 p.p. Room with Breakfast.

Tel: 01631 562522
Perfect for the Ferries and Trains!

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

The Dalriada Project

 Dragon Boat Challenge

Teams of 10-12 required.
Details 01546 602304 

Mid Argyll Art Society
43rd Annual Exhibition

Monday 2nd August - Saturday 7th August 2010 
Lochgilphead Parish Church Hall

Times of Opening
Mon - Fri 10am - 8pm

Sat 10am - 2pm
Handing in: Saturday 31st July 10am - 4pm 

at the Church Hall

Enquiries to: Angus MacNeill 01546 603074
Vicky Lyon 01546 603281

An Comunn Gaidhealeach

CRUACHAN  BRANCH
  SUMMER
CEILIDH

Thursday 08 July 
 8 p.m.

Taynuilt Village Hall
Admission £3 
Members & 

Children (5-16 yrs) £2

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

THE ATMOSPHERE, lights 
and cheers in Glasgow’s 
O2 ABC were more akin 
to a rock concert but the 
impromptu Gay Gordon’s 
in the middle of the crowd 
was a reminder of where 
Skerryvore has come from.

Last Thursday’s launch of 
the self-titled new album 
was a milestone for the 
young Tiree band, whose 
traditional west Highland 
sound has evolved into a 
more heavily produced piece 
of work, which stays true to 
their roots.

Fellow Tirisdeachs Gunna 
Sound got the party started 
and their warm-up set was 
well received by the crowd.

Backstage, however, 
the Skerryvore lads were 
uncharacteristically nervous 
– but it was the biggest and 
most important show of 
their career to date and after 
swilling some Dutch courage 
were ready for action.

All things considered, 
it was a fearless Martin 
Gillespie who stepped out on 
his own to open the concert 
with Gairm-A’-Chuain, an 

atmospheric bagpipe-led 
tune that would not be out of 

score.
The tune leads into another 

track, Wits End, and the 

joined Martin on stage. Wits 
End is fast paced and high 
energy and a more familiar 
Skerryvore sound to the 
Argylls in attendance, of 
which there were many.

During the concert the band 
was joined by Strathclyde 
Police Pipe Band members 
and the brass section Horn 
Supremacy. A rendition 
of signature tune Home 
to Donegal and Runrig’s 
Rocket to the Moon were 
guaranteed crowd pleasers 
but the band will be buoyed 
by the audience’s excited 
reaction to the new songs.

Having spent the afternoon 
signing albums in Buchanan 
Street’s HMV and unleashing 
their new songs to a wider 
Glasgow audience at night, 

‘That was the most 
exciting gig I have 
seen since the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers and I think 
Skerryvore has what it 
takes to be even more 
commercially successful 
than them. I think 
Skerryvore have that 
mix of Chilli Pipers and 
Runrig that people are 
looking for.’
Alf MacLean, 
Scotsound sales 

‘There is a demand for 
Skerryvore because 
they are different. They 
played six tracks and did 
a signing at HMV and the 
manager said they were 
great with the crowd. 
They could go a long 
way as a band and I can 
see them in the charts.’ 
Jack Scott, Gordon 

‘There have been 
comments about 
Skerryvore’s similarity 
to other well known 
Scottish bands and I 
think, with this new 
album, these comparisons 

in Argyll and its islands 
can be very proud of our 
musical heritage and 
tonight we are privileged 
to have witnessed what 
could be the future of 
Scottish music.’

spokesman for arts, 

it would have been just as 
satisfying for the band to 
hear that those who see them 
on a more regular basis said 
it was the best Skerryvore 
concert they had seen.

Speaking to The Oban 
Times after the concert, 
accordion player Daniel 
Gillespie said: ‘It was an 
amazing gig and I was lost 
for words on stage, which is 
not like me!

‘We knew this was our 
biggest show; we spent hours 
and hours on it and wanted 
to make a big impact.’

The inevitable comparisons 
with Runrig were readily 
made last week – an opinion 

‘We are aware of the 
comparisons with Runrig 
and, although we’re going 
for our own sound, it’s great 
to be compared to a band 
like that,’ said Daniel. ‘They 
were an inspiration to us and 
that’s why we played Rocket 
to the Moon tonight.

‘I would say we are 
different, though, because 

We’re just trying to write 

good songs and put on good 
shows and when people hear 
our music we want them to 
say, ‘That’s Skerryvore’. 

 AFTER the high of 
their album launch, their 
most important gig to date, 
Skerryvore have undertaken 
their most stressful journey 
en route to China.

After playing at the 
15th anniversary of Arran 
Distillery the boys’ initial 
plan to get a RIB and then, 
secondly, the ferry from the 

because of the weather.
After rescheduling their 

London, they missed their 
connection onto China. 

Shanghai at the third attempt 
– but without their luggage, 
which was misplaced by 
airport staff. 

As The Oban Times went to 

of making a performance 
at the First Minister Alex 
Salmond’s reception in 
China but had to move 
their scheduled gigs back to 
yesterday (Wednesday).

Golden Ticket re-drawn
THE GOLDEN Ticket competition 
run by Norie’s Fish and Chips 
has had to be re-drawn after the 
winning ticket was not claimed.

The competition to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the Oban shop is 
offering £500 in travel vouchers 
and a golden ticket was handed 

supper.
The new winning number is 1876 

and the winner has one week from 
today to contact Norie’s and claim 
their prize.

MUSIC to illustrate Vietnam, India 
and Brazil, composed and performed 
in a box room in Oban,   was shown 
on television screens around the 
country.

James Gray, a former Oban High 
School pupil, created a background 
of sound for Theo’s Adventure 
Capitalists, a programme which was 
aired recently on the BBC . 

David Jeffcock, the series producer 
for Tiger Aspect who made the 
programme said: ‘James wrote some 

excellent music. The series was set in 
Vietnam, India and Brazil. James’s 
music included cues in a wide variety 
of different styles, both indigenous-
sounding and mainstream/
contemporary. 

brief, often at very short notice; others 

designed to capture the overall mood 

Both types of commission worked 
extremely well.’

James Gray at home in his music studio in Oban. 16_t27grey1

REPORT by 
Euan Paterson

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Lorn girls showed off their latest moves on the dance floor at a special 
show in Oban last week. Pupils of Lorn School of Dance presented 
their first show Dancers’ Tales in St Columba’s cathedral hall. The 
event showcased the girls’ talents in classical ballet, jazz and funky 
dance. The programme also included musical interludes of live piano, 
performances from supporting local artists and songs performed by the 
girls themselves. The dance school was opened in January of this year 
by Sophie Hamilton, who currently teaches weekly classes to the girls, 
aged 10 to 16.  16_t27ballet1

Lorn School of Dance takes to the stage

Look after your bones
A SPECIAL event is taking place 
in Oban next week showing people 
how to look after their bones.

‘Agile NOT Fragile: Managing 
Your Osteoporosis’ is an initiative 
run by The National Osteoporosis 
Society.

Osteoporosis is a disease of the 
bones that leads to an increased 
risk of fracture.

Anne Simpson, the National 
Osteoporosis Society’s 
development manager for Scotland 
said:  ‘This meeting is one of a 
series being organised throughout 
rural Scotland to provide 
information and support to people 
who have been diagnosed with 
osteoporosis or who might like to 

and how to keep  bones healthy.
In the UK, one in two women and 

a bone, mainly due to osteoporosis.
The event takes place at the 

Caledonian Hotel on July 20 at 
2pm.

Birthday celebration
ENERGIE Fitness centre in Oban 

style with free entry, class 
demonstrations, great membership 
offers, a bouncy castle and a 
barbecue attracting people into the 
club.

The weekend was held in aid of 
Oban Hospice and a 90 minute 
sponsored spin bike class raised 
vital funds. Robin Morton, co-

my life and being a local business, 
it feels good to be able give 
something back to the community.’

DOG OWNERS hoping for more graceful pets now 
have a local outlet to help hone their canine skills.

Lochaber and District Canine Society is holding 
agility classes at Benderloch Equestrian Centre.

Dogs of all breeds, aged nine months and older, 
are welcome to take part.

Classes begin on July 10 and run until October 16.

Canine society to host agility classes 
at Benderloch Equestrian Centre

Newsdesk 01631 568000

Amazing gig: Skerryvore and friends launch their new self-titled album at Glasgow’s O2 ABC. 07_t28sker07

Oban music man illustrates 
countries of the world

Skerryvore album launch a milestone for band

What
they 
said



Thursday 8 July, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk   9SCHOOL NEWS

PARENTS, visitors and 
councillors were invited 
to Achaleven Primary 
School recently as it 

playground.
Councillor Donald 

the ribbon on the playground 
after primary 1-3 pupils 
performed action songs on 
their new pirate ship.

The new playground 
features the pirate ship - 
complete with compass, a 
wet port, which provides a 
safe surface for play, and a 
number caterpillar and target 
circle for maths puzzles.

The playground was 
renovated after Achaleven 
Parent Council received an 
Awards for All Grant for 
£10,000 at the end of last 
year.

The Awards for All 
programme gives out grants 
for projects that encourage 
people to take part in art, 

Bats and squirrels at Arduaine Garden are better off 
thanks to the children of Craignish Primary School.
The generous school has donated bat boxes and 
pupils were on hand as they were installed in 
their new homes among the trees at Arduaine.                      
16_t27arduaine1

PARENTS, friends, pupils and staff at an Argyll primary 
school have celebrated the start of the summer holidays 
with a special barbecue.

To mark a term of learning about Australia, 
Kilchrenan Primary School cooked up Australia 
treats including kangaroo sausages. The children lead 
everyone in rousing versions of Waltzing Matilda and
Tie Me Kangaroo Down Sport, complete with didgeridoos 
they had made in class. 

A special thanks was given to Aussie Janice MacEachan, 
now resident in Kilchrenan.

OBAN’S Park Primary School has become 
the second school in Argyll and Bute to gain 
its fourth and permanent Eco Flag.

a stringent and detailed set of eco objectives 
and plans for the school. 

Councillor Isobel Strong, Argyll and 
Bute’s spokesperson for education and 
lifelong learning, said: ‘This is a wonderful 
achievement by everyone associated with 
Park Primary School and I congratulate them 
on being only the second school in Argyll 

and Bute to reach this standard. To secure 
one Green Flag, as so many schools in our 
area have done, shows a serious commitment 
to environmental issues. To be handed a 

extent to which sustainability, biodiversity 
and the principles of Eco Schools have 
become embedded in the curriculum, and I 
am delighted the efforts of Park primary’s 
pupils, staff, parents, volunteers and the 
wider community have been recognised in 
this way.’

PRIMARY seven pupils at St Columba’s 
Primary School in Oban were treated to 
a special send-off to high school by the 
school’s parent council.

Thirteen pupils joined their head teacher 
Sarah Jane MacSween, class teacher Pauline 

Carson, Father Donald MacKay and Sister 
Mary Jo and other teachers at Rascals Diner 
and Grill at the end of term for a celebratory 
meal. Parent council chairwoman Frances 
Parkinson, who came up with the idea, also 
went along to wish the youngsters well.

Road Safety Officer Kay McGhee presents 
Kilchrenan primary six pupil Leigha Sales 
Mossop with her Scottish Cycle Proficiency 
award. 

ST COLUMBA’S Primary School rounded 
off a fantastic school year with a prizegiving 
on Monday.

The school paid tribute to members of 
staff who are leaving this summer and to 
the school’s shinty team, which won the 
Macaulay Sixes tournament.

Pupil of the year was primary six Daniel 
MacVicar and Melissa Croarkin won the 
Quaich Trophy for citizenship.

The sports championships went to Carla 
Moore and Michael MacKinnon.

There were also awards for the Euroquiz 
team and work done during the Festival of 
the Sea, in between various musical and 
dance performances by the pupils.

Bishop Joseph Toal, Father Donald 
MacKay, Sister Mary Jo Malcolm and 
councillors Duncan MacIntyre and Roddy 
McCuish were also in attendance.

THE PARENT Council of Strath of 
Appin Primary School held a fun day 
and barbecue last Wednesday with 
various attractions to raise funds for 
playground equipment.

The council’s aim to buy equipment 
that is equally accessible, regardless 
of physical disability, was given a 
huge boost when more than £1,000 
was raised.

Councillor Elaine Robertson also 

trail and viking ship at the school, 
and Doctor Iain MacNicol presented 
a special off-road wheelchair to 
Cameron, a pupil at the school. Some 
fund-raising for this was also done at 
the very well-attended fun day.

AN END-OF-YEAR concert at Strath 
of Appin School on Monday sent 

School with dancing and music.
In addition to music performed by 

the whole school, children who had 
performed at the Oban Mod, Highlands
and Islands Music Festival and the 
Festival of the Sea reprised their 
performances.

Lorne Carmichael, Ciara Colthart, 
Stewart Gourlay, Euan MacNeill and 
Anna Whitelaw were each presented 
with scrapbooks detailing their time at 
the school.

Stewart was presented with the 
Madge Dunlop Memorial Cup at the 
end-of-term concert on Monday. The 
new trophy was awarded to a senior 
pupil who had given outstanding 

service to the school and was voted for 
by pupils and staff members.

turned the tables on their teachers and 
amusingly reported on their impressions 
at the school and their opinions of the 
teachers. The scrapbooks, compiled by 
members of staff Linda MacLeod and 
Linzi Allward, have become a tradition 
at the school in recent years. MG.

DUNBEG Primary School’s 
annual closing service and 
presentation of prizes was 
held last Wednesday in 
Dunbeg Church, conducted 
by the Rev George Cringles.

Prizes were presented by 
Alan Hill, Dunbeg’s BT 
School Friend, who has 
made a huge contribution 
in so many ways over 
the years. Prizewinners: 
MacInnes Shield for Cycling 

MacKenzie; James Johnstone 
Quaich for Art - Daniel 
Wright; Gordon MacPherson 
Memorial Shield for Best 
Beginner Swimmer - Dani 

Primary one Pupil Ennis Munro, aged 5, thinks the 
pirate ship is a great addition to the playground.  
08_t27ship01

sport and community 
activities and projects that 
promote education, the 
environment and health.

Head teacher Sharon 
Burt said:  ‘We have to 
say a huge thank you to 
the parent council for all 
their hard work.  Janice 
McGhee and Angela Walker 
have been tremendous and 
after numerous letters and 
countless phone calls were 
able to secure the funding 
for the playground.’

A spokesman for Awards 
for All said:  ‘This project is a 
welcome addition to Awards 
for All as it puts something 
back into the community and 
opens up new opportunities 
for local people. Although 
the amount of money being 
invested is relatively small 

years to come, allowing 
children to enjoy a safer and 
healthier space in which to 
play.’

St Columba’s primary seven pupils with their awards. 07_t27stcol01

St Columba’s Primary School’s primary seven class with class teacher Pauline 
Carson and parent council chairwoman Frances Parkinson outside Rascals Diner 
and Grill. 15_t27stcolumba01

Pictured at Dunbeg Primary School’s end of term 
service, back from left, Rachel Johnstone, Alanah 
MacCuish and Daniel Wright. Front: Aaron Hossain.

Strath of Appin primary seven school leavers.

Kilchrenan pupils sang and played the didgeridoo at their end-of-term Australia 
barbecue. 

Kangaroo on menu at 
Kilchrenan barbecue

Park Primary School pupils show off their permanent Green Flag. 16_t27green1

Denheijer; Swimming Cup 
- Keira MacIntyre; Gordon 
MacPherson Memorial Cup 
for Clan Football - Lorn, 
captained by Daniel Wright; 
Sport Shield - Lorn, captained 
by Daniel Wright; Agnes 
Connelly Shield - Dunbeg 
Recorder Group; Highlands 
and Islands Music Shield - 
Dunbeg Folk Group; Mary 
Graham Cup for Citizenship 
- Aaron Hossain; Helen 
Paton Cup for Endeavour 
- Aaron Hossain; MacLean 
Family Shield for musical 
achievement -Aaron Hossain; 
Jordan Family Caring Cup - 
Alanah MacCuish.

Dunbeg ends term with 
service and prizegiving

Pupils’ fantastic year at St Columba’s

School parent council treats primary 
sevens to special send-off meal

Concert sends school leavers on their way

Pirate ship playground 
opens at Achaleven

Craignish donates bat 
boxes to Arduaine

Eco effort earns Park school 

Events boost 
fund-raising

Got a story for The Oban Times?

Call our reporters on 01631 568000 

or 01397 703003
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KINLOCHLEVEN has been 
hit with another blow after 
Sinclair Breweries Ltd shut 
down its Atlas Brewery in 
the village and transferred 
production to Orkney.

Three men have been made 
redundant, while one worker 
accepted managing director 
Norman Sinclair’s offer of 
a job at SBL’s expanded 
brewery in Stromness.

The Kinlochleven operation 
employed three brewers 
and a driver, who delivered 
Atlas’s popular Latitude, 
Three Sisters, Nimbus and 
seasonal beers and ales to 
outlets across the Highlands. 

Mark Wilson became 
Scotland’s youngest brewer 
when he started work at 
the plant aged 16 and later 
trained two other men up as 
production expanded.

Mr Wilson, 23, of Rob Roy 
Road, said the workforce 
only knew the brewery was 
closing two days before all 
plant was removed on June 
16.

He told The Oban Times:
‘It all came as a bit of a 
shock. We were busier this 
year than in other years, so it 
seemed a bit strange closing 
it down. We only got told on 
the Monday and everything 
was out by the Wednesday.

‘Mr Sinclair took all the 
equipment out by road in 

HIGHLAND Hospice in Fort 
William was presented with 
a cheque on Friday for nearly 
£8,000 from the proceeds of 
one of Lochaber’s biggest 
charity events.

Over 200 people took part 

AN INTERNATIONAL 
conference next month will 
mark the 80th anniversary 
of the evacuation of St Kilda 
by posting letters featuring 
St Kilda scenes.

Delegates to the 
Historiography of St Kilda 
conference will send letters 
to St Kilda for return to 

where they will be stamped 
with the famous St Kilda 
mark on the nearest working 
day to the anniversary of the 
evacuation on August 29, 
1930. As Nunton PO, the 

Kilda mail en route to the 
mainland.

The special envelopes and 
notepaper, designed by artist 
Maureen Kerr, will be on 
display at Lionacleit School, 
Benbecula, on August 11-
14.

The event, organised by 
the Islands Book Trust, will 
examine how St Kilda has 
been portrayed in literature 
over the centuries. 

The school is hosting 
an exhibition throughout 
August of mail bearing the 
St Kilda hand-stamp. 

MALLAIG Fishermen’s 
Mission Gala Day really 
pulled in the crowds on 
Saturday to make the event 
one of the most successful 
for years.

On a day of mixed weather, 
mission superintendent Paul 
Shone welcomed everyone 
to Mallaig on the pier to 
formally open a fun-packed 
day, which began with the 
crowning of gala queen 
Chloe MacLean and her 
princess Fiona Gilmore.

First formal duty for the 
girls was to welcome the 
Isle of Skye Pipe Band 
off the midday ferry from 
Armadale.

The queen and princess 
then headed to the station 
to welcome the Jacobite 
Clan and 350 passengers 
off the steam train from Fort 

Gala Queen Chloe MacLean, right, shares a laugh with 
her Princess Fiona Gilmore. 10_f28mallaig01

Isle of Skye Pipe Band piping the queen to the gala. 
10_f28mallaig02

Local band Fuiam playing some traditional music for 
the crowds. 10_f28mallaig04

Margaret Simpson and Sarah Walker, with helpers Charis Sneddon and Jamie McEachen, presenting a cheque 
for £7,487.87 to Isobel Corrigan from Highland Hospice. 10_f28hospice01

in the third annual ‘Heather’s 
Walk’ along the Caledonian 
Canal on May 23. As well 
as the walk, the day featured 

auction.
Corpach women Margaret 

Simpson and Sarah Walker 
organise the event in 
memory of their close friend 
Heather Robertson, who 
died in August 2007. Sarah 
told The Oban Times: ‘We 
would love to thank all local 

businesses and everyone 
who came along on the day 
for their wonderful support.’

Over the last three years, 
‘Heather’s Walk’ has raised 
around £28,000 for Highland 
Hospice.

Mallaig Gala Day fun

one or two days. He has 
built a new brewery up in 
Orkney and he’s moved all 
the production up there.

‘I got offered a job up in 
Orkney, but my girlfriend 
and family are here, so I 
just took the redundancy. 

something else in the village, 
but that won’t be easy.’

Entrepreneur Neil Cotton 
started Atlas Brewery up in 
2002 aided by a £110,000 
grant from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, two 
years after Alcan closed its 
Kinlochleven aluminium 
smelter with the loss of 96 
jobs.

Atlas joined with Orkney 
Brewery to form Highlands 
and Islands Breweries in 
February of 2004, but went 
into administration in 2006 
and was bought over by 
SBL.

The Oban Times 
understands SBL’s lease 
of the Lab Road premises 
with owners Kinlochleven 
Community Trust expires in 
November, meaning KCT 
will suffer a substantial loss 
of revenue unless a new 
tenant can be found.

KCT vice chairman Stuart 
Symmers said: ‘The Trust 
is naturally disappointed 
that we have lost a high 

relocation of the brewery to 
Orkney.

‘We are actively seeking 
new tenants for the building 
but in the current economic 
climate that is going to be a 

would be suitable for a 
wide variety of businesses 
- Kinlochleven is a great 
location for a business with a 
readily available workforce 
in the village. We would 
work closely, along with 
HIE, with anyone thinking 
of relocating here.’

Mr Sinclair, who owned the 
Moorings Hotel in Banavie 
for a number of years, told 
The Oban Times he was 
leaving Kinlochleven ‘with 
a heavy heart’.

He said: ‘My family has 
been in business in Lochaber 
for over 40 years, so the 
decision to end production at 
the Atlas Brewery has been 

one to take.
‘There’s really no viable 

future for the building at 
Kinlochleven, so moving 
production to our modernised 
and expanded Orkney site 
enables us to carry on the 
Atlas name.’

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Superintendent Paul Shone with the queen and princess and the Jacobites. 10_f28mallaig03

William. The clan members, 
all in traditional clansman 
garb, formed a guard of 
honour for Chloe and Fiona 
and drew their carriage 
down to the pier with the 
train passengers following 
on behind.

Local traditional music 
band Fuaim kept the crowd 
entertained throughout the 

The crowds enjoyed the 
range of food on offer - there 
seemed to be a constant 
queue at the burger stand, 
with the grilled langoustines 
also proving very popular.

Paul Shone told The Oban 
Times the day had been a 
success. He said: ‘It’s been 
a great day. There’s been a 
good turnout of people and 
the rain has mostly stayed 
off.’

Queen and Princess 
lead day of events

Three jobs go                 
as village 
brewery shuts
Workforce only told of closure 

two days before doors shut

Revamped     
Jubilee Park             
in pipeline
BALLACHULISH
Community Council hopes 
work to renovate Jubilee 
Park will start soon.

Highland Council has a 
budget of around £60,000 
for the revamp. Work will 
include setting up a new 
drainage system for the 
park, and the community 
council says it will also try 

surrounding wall.

Heather’s Walk steps in with hospice cash

Conference
marks
St Kilda 
anniversary

A VIKING anchor found by a crofter on 
Skye is to be returned to the island and put 
on display in the local museum.

The Oban Times revealed in December 
how Graeme Mackenzie, of 2 Cruard, Sleat, 
found the half-buried anchor after getting 
an excavator in to dig the drain on rough 
pastureland 50 yards from his seashore 
home.

The artefact, four feet high and a similar 
distance from tip to tip, was sent to the 
Treasure Trove Unit at the National 
Museums of Scotland in Edinburgh for 

analysis and was found to date from the 
Viking period. In a letter to Mr MacKenzie 
last week, the Queen’s and Lord Treasurer’s 
Remembrancer informed him the Scottish 
Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel had 
decided the item should be housed by the 
Museum of the Isles at Armadale.

Welcoming the decision, Mr MacKenzie 
said: ‘I’ll be receiving a relatively modest, 
but much appreciated, ex-gratia award 
payment.’ 

The Crown has claimed the anchor as 
treasure trove.

Viking anchor found on Skye 
to be returned to island

DOCTORS across NHS Highland are 
reviewing their prescribing of low-dose 
aspirin in light of new guidelines. 

Previously, aspirin was prescribed 
for those considered to be at risk of 
developing heart disease as well as 
heart attack and stroke victims.

But clinical trials found that for people 
taking aspirin to lower their chances 
of developing heart disease, the risk 
of stomach bleeding outweighed any 

In future, aspirin will only be 
prescribed for people who have 
previously had a heart attack or stroke.

Patients who currently take aspirin 
may either receive a letter from their 
doctor telling them to stop taking aspirin 
or be asked to make an appointment 
with their doctor to discuss whether to 
stop their aspirin treatment.

Lead pharmacist for Mid Highland 
Community Health Partnership, 
Findlay Hickey said: ‘Patients should 
not stop taking medicines without 

‘Aspirin remains an important 
preventative treatment and, if you have 
had a heart attack or stroke, you should 
continue to take your small daily dose 
of aspirin. 

‘Those patients who do not have 
existing heart disease and who currently 
take aspirin should discuss stopping the 
aspirin with their doctor.’

Doctors to 
review use 
of low-dose 
aspirin

Got a story for The Oban 
Times? Call our reporters 

on 01397 703003.

THE WEST Ardnamuchan 
community garden opposite 
the Sonachan Hotel in 
Kilchoan is bearing fruit.

Thanks to a lot of hard 
work from local people, the 
large vegetable patch has 
been ploughed, rotivated, 
limed, mucked and planted 
with a huge variety of root 
vegetables, salad crops, 
courgettes, pumpkins, 

squashes and beans – all of 
which are thriving.

Pupils from Kilchoan 
Primary School have already 
visited the garden and spent 
an  afternoon planting up 
their own designated area. 

They can now look 
forward to the next few 
months being able to take 
fresh produce back to their 
families knowing that they 

were responsible for its 
production.

It is hoped a second 
polytunnel will be put up 
in Kilchoan once the initial 
work on the garden has been 
completed – but a patch 
of land is needed. Anyone 
prepared to lease land to 
the project for a minimum 
period of 10 years can e-mail 
westerlygarden@aol.com.

Delight as community garden bears fruit

Up-and-coming 
trad band
launches
debut album
UP-AND-COMING trad 
music band The Angus 
Nicolson Trio is launching 
its debut album ‘Lasses 

Sleat on August 17 and at 
The Aros Centre in Portree 
on August 18.

The band, set up in 
2009, is made up of 
Skye and Glenelg boys 
Angus Nicolson, Andrew 
MacPherson and Murdo 
Cameron.

The trio plays mostly 
Highland and Gaelic music, 
led by pipes and whistle.

Piper Angus has 
performed at a large number 
of festivals and venues 
internationally, while 
Andrew, a graduate of the 
RSAMD, plays in ceilidh 
band Deoch’n’Dorus.
Murdo, a former member 
of the National Centre of 
Excellence in Traditional 
Music in Plockton, also 
plays with the Cast Ewe 
Ceilidh Band.
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Lawrence Environmental Consultants 
Quay House, Paterson St., Lochgilphead, Argyll 

PA31 8JP, UK

Tel: 01546 603484        Mob: 07768 930125

Paper and Cardboard Recycling

A blue bin is available in the Oban and Lorn area to allow you to recycle:

Paper Newspapers
Cardboard Unwanted mail
Catalogues Writing paper
Magazines Computer paper

Please use your nearest Recycling Point to recycle other materials such as glass,
cans, textiles and plastic bottles.

If you have any queries about the kerbside recycling scheme or would like 
a blue bin, please call Argyll and Bute Council on 01546 605514
or visit www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Community Energy Scotland is a membership based 

Contact Felix on 01546 605 430
felix.wight@communityenergyscotland.org.uk

www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk

TWO NEW, AFFORDABLE,
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
WOOD FUELS

For your existing fi re or stove
Highfi re Sawdust Briquettes
A lower cost alternative to coal and 

wood made from compressed sawdust.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone: 01631 563271

If you are looking to buy 
a new heating system or 

convert your old one...
Brites - The ideal fuel for wood 

pellet stoves and boilers.

stop press“LOOK OUT FOR OUR NEW SECURITY SHREDDING SERVICE”

01586 553858
Support your local charity 
in providing employment 
opportunities for persons with 
special needs and helping 
the environment of your 
community as well

KINTYRE RECYCLING
is a Social Enterprise and Charity

We recycle the following;
• PAPER CARDBOARD TEXTILES
• STEEL AND ALUMINIUM CANS

• PLASTIC BOTTLES AND BOOKSReduce, Reuse and Recycle 
in Argyll and Bute!
There are many ways to reduce, reuse and 
recycle your waste, here are a few of them:
- Over a third of the food we buy in Scotland 
is thrown directly in the bin and at least half of 
this could have been eaten. 

out what you can do. All types of old electrical 
items can be taken to any staffed Recycling 
Centre and Civic Amenity Site to be recycled. 

phone 01546 605514, 
or visit www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Community Energy 
Scotland
Community Energy Scotland provides support, 
advice and assistance for groups to develop 
sustainable energy projects to improve their 
community facilities. Some recent projects 
include: Bute Produce’s 6kW wind turbine, 
Strachur Memorial Hall’s new containerised 
woodchip boiler and new insulation measures 
for Kilmelford and Kilninver Community Hall. 

We also assist communities who wish to 
develop revenue generating projects such as 
those on the islands of Gigha and Tiree.
We believe that community empowerment 
can play a major role in meeting global 
and national climate change targets, whilst 

and wealth at a local level.

Lawrence Environmental 
Consultants
Lawrence Environmental Consultants is 
an ecological consultancy that has been 
established since 1990.  We specialise in 
ecological impact assessments for renewable 
energy and forestry proposals and also offer 
advice on a wide variety of other projects.   
Our services also cover ecology and land 
management for farms and estates. 

The principal, Simon Lawrence PhD is a 
Chartered Environmentalist & Member of 
the Institute of Ecology and Environmental 
Management
We have considerable experience with post 
construction monitoring of wind farms and also 
act as clerk of works on construction projects. 

C Hodge Fencing
Being green can mean different things. For 
years Hodge Fencing have been sourcing 

class timber treated to Hazard Class 4 
(ground contact) and high quality British 

resources as well as those of the environment.
Now Hodge Fencing and customers are trying 
something new; in stock are two new kinds of 
environmentally friendly woodfuels produced 
by mills  already supplying us with fencing 
timbers. 
Briquettes, small round logs of compressed 
sawdust without additional additives, are an 

you get in from a long day and want almost 
instant warmth, for those days when chopping 
wood seems like too much trouble, to 
supplement coal or logs and generate extra 
heat or for use on the barbecue.  They come 
in 22kg plastic bags (dry storage required) 
and cost £6 including VAT
We also have Brites (pellets) which are 
designed for use in an automatic pellet boiler, 
perfectly controllable heating cheaper than oil 

wood or coal - a truly green heating solution.

Mull & Iona Community Trust operate 
Community Powerdown funded by 

The Climate Challenge Fund
MICT Reg. Scottish Charity No: SCO25995

KEEP WARM THIS WINTER
Free – No Obligation

visit and Quote
for Loft & Cavity Wall

Insulation
ON MULL & IONA

Call Tim Capper on
01681 700 254

Community Powerdown 
on Mull & Iona
Community Powerdown are helping keep Mull 
& Iona homes warm this winter.  We now have 
an insulator prepared to come to our islands. 
Twenty homes have already upgraded for 
the same price as the mainland with several 
qualifying for free insulation.  “We have even 

installed above the new insulation” says James 

Hilder of the Community Trust.

installation!” said Mrs Brown of Pennyghael.
So if you want to keep warm and toasty this 
winter on Mull or Iona, call Tim Capper now for 
a free, no obligation visit and quotation, 
on 01681 700 254.

Kintyre Recycling
Kintyre Recycling, a Charity and social 
enterprise, was set up with two main ethoses: 
to provide recycling facilities in Argyll & Bute 
and to provide employment and training of 
persons with special needs and learning 

The Scottish Government has set ambitious 
recycling targets for the future and we have 
had 2 successful funding bids - one to 

establish a new security shredding operation 
and the other to set up a biodiesel operation 
in order to reduce our carbon footprint and 
run our vehicles.
Our aim is to become part of a stronger 
community-recycling sector in Scotland, 
by delivering services to Kintyre to help 
improve its environment, economic and social 
development.

Tackling 
homelessness
and poverty

• Superb range of 
quality household 
furniture

• Office furniture 

• Electrical items 
from hi-fi’s to 
kitchen equipment

• Bric-a-brac 

Lorn and Oban Reuse Initiative, 
Moleigh Recycling Site, Ariogan, Oban PA34 4SD

Tel: 01631 569819    Mob: 0771557240    
www.lorireuse.co.uk    Email: info@lorireuse.co.uk 

Scottish Registered Charity, No. SC040594

Discover LORI
FINDING furniture for a new home need not be a highly expen-
sive and daunting task according to Elizabeth Mullen of the Lorn 
and Oban Re-use Initiative (LORI). ‘Furnishing an empty house 

Elizabeth.
 ‘For someone moving from homelessness who has never fur-

daunting. LORI has an Award winning solution (CRNS Innovation 
Award 2010 and CRNS Local Authority Partnership Award 2010) 
to both these problems. 

literally! Lorn & Oban Reuse Initiative offer a home furnishing serv-
ice to  the general public of quality items at affordable prices; for 
those who are homeless without income we aim to provide home 

furnishings free of charge. All of our furniture arrives by donation or 

your pocket as well as the planet and many items are as good as 
new or still boxed. 

new larger reuse facility at Moleigh to see for yourself the high quality 

and call you when it arrives on site - we also accept donations of good 
quality items. 

We are a regional energy agency, promoting sustainable use of 
energy and local energy resources. Contact us for:

ALIenergy, Kilbowie, Gallanach Road, Oban, PA34 4PF
01631 565183; enquiries@alienergy.org.uk;

Or visit www.alienergy.org.uk for more information

ALIenergy
ALIenergy promotes better use of 
local energy resources in Argyll, the 
Islands and Lomond, by

advice, education, training and 
grant assisted schemes. We also 
develop our own projects and can 
provide support to renewable energy 
developments in Argyll. As a charity, 
most of our help and advice is free.
With our partners, we operate a 
network of seven drop-in energy 
advice points, in Dunoon, Rothesay, 
Balloch, Islay, Mull, Lochgilphead 

communities on local carbon 
reduction and energy saving projects. 
Our Affordable Warmth in Argyll 

programme offers advice on energy 

budgeting and switching to social 
tariffs. Monthly advice surgeries are 
held in locations across Argyll. We 
also help households, businesses and 
community groups with renewable 
heat installations, such as biomass 
boilers or ground source heat 
pumps and we develop and promote 
local wood fuel supply chains. 
Our education team offer energy 
workshops and activities in schools 
and communities. Visit the ALIenergy 
website for further details of all our 
projects and programmes.

Supporting and Promoting 
National Waste Prevention 

Campaigns at a 
local level:

• Home Composting
• Love food Hate Waste
• Stop the Drop
• Real Nappies

Grab Trust
Composting is an easy and effective way 
of reducing our waste and recycling, and 
GRAB along with volunteer support promotes 
composting at home and at school. They 
are also now working with several local 
businesses to help them compost their food 
waste through the Compost Doctors Scotland 
scheme.
While composting is great for the 
environment, reducing our food waste is an 
even more important goal. The ‘Love Food, 
Hate Waste’ campaign addresses this issue, 
offering tips and advice on how we can all 
help to reduce the 566,000 tonnes of food 

that is wasted in Scotland every year and it’s 
estimated that around two thirds of this could 
have been eaten. 
In Argyll & Bute alone there are 
approximately 1.6 million disposables that 

nappies to reduce this waste. Real Nappies 
are not just cheaper than disposables, but 
they are easy to use and a lot kinder to the 
environment.
‘Stop the Drop’ aims to raise awareness of 
the environmental impact of unwanted mail 
and to help householders in Scotland take 
action to reduce it.

WATER POWER
The West of Scotland has countless 
sites for micro hydropower 
generation. With current Feed-in 
Tariffs it is becoming very economic 
to develop micro-hydro schemes 
from 10 to 1,000 kilowatts which will 
provide a regular income for estates 
and farms, and the owners of 
even small burns. A hydro scheme 

water level . Of all renewable energy 
options, hydro power schemes 
are the least obtrusive as most of 
the installation is underground. A 
scheme consists of a small dam or 

low weir feeding water into a buried 
pipeline which feeds water at high 
pressure into a turbine situated at a 
lower level. The pipeline length can 
be several kilometres, and the fall in 
level up to 200 metres. The energy 
produced can sold into the national 
grid, stored as heat in the ground, or 
used directly for heat and electricity. 

Call us or email;- we can tell you 
immediately whether you have 
the potential to generate a useful 
amount of power. The picture 
shows an underground powerhouse 
generating 110 kilowatts. 

Adrian Laycock Ltd



GLASGOW LETTER
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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RNLI presentations
THE CHAIRMAN of the local 
lifeboat management committee has 
been honoured by the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI).

Captain Malcolm T Anderson 
received the institution’s silver badge 
in recognition of his service and 
commitment to the Port Askaig station 
where he has been a member of the 
committee for 16 years and has served 
as branch chairman for the last 10 
years.

The retired master mariner, who lives 
in Port Weymss, received his award at 
a special presentation at Perth Concert 
Hall, hosted by the RNLI Scottish 
Council’s chairman Sir Andrew Cubie. 
Handing over the badge was Dunbar 
lifeboat coxswain Gary Fairbairn who 
is the holder of the Institution’s bronze 
medal.

Last Friday, another RNLI silver 
award was handed over to Dr David 
Latta who has been the island station’s 
medical advisor for the past 12 years. 

Dr Latta has now retired from 
general practice and the award 
was made at a social evening and 
presentation marking the GP’s 
retirement in Ballygrant Village Hall.

The local lifeboat fund-raisers have 
also been active over the past months 

touches to the arrangements for 
their annual raft race in Port Ellen 
Bay on July 17. They hope potential 
race participants are equally busily 
employed on their raft creation 
preparations.

Gaelic open day
THERE was a buzz of activity at the 
Gaelic open day at Ionad Chaluim 

Chille Ìle on June 25. The centre staff 
were on hand to guide and advise, the 
merits of Gaelic medium education 
were promoted by Comann nam 

Gaelic courses were also stressed. 
Iomairt Ìle ’s Dhiùra, led by Lynne 

MacLean, also had a presence as 
did Seanchais Ìle, established by 
Emily Edwards, who was paying a 
brief return visit to the centre. The 
collection and collation of island place 
names provoked lively discussion, a 
talk on Islay bard Duncan Johnston 
proved informative and a selection of 
his songs sung by Andrew McCowan
added variety.

Among the special guests was 
Arthur Cormack, chairman of Bòrd na 

to the college’s graduating Gaelic 
students. Arthur was later joined by 
his Mòd gold medal counterparts 
Iseabail Mactaggart and Bette Bell 
at the closing ceilidh. The ‘golden 
trio’ were ably augmented by a 
group of talented local vocalists 
and instrumentalists. The following 
morning, the Bòrd chairman met 
with representatives from the island’s 
Gaelic organisations and addressed a 
number of concerns raised.

Pulling the strings at the open day 
was Rita Hunter, the Gaelic college’s 

Ros.

Schools’ piping
 studying chanter and 

bagpipes in local schools showed their 
advancement at the Islay Schools’ 
piping competition in the island high 
school’s music department on June 26. 

Adjudicator Alastair A Currie was 
informative and encouraging and the 

on the skills and dedication of the 
competitors’ piping tutor James 
Carmichael.

The competitions were chaired by 
Scott MacDermid and the awards 
were handed over by Jean Campbell. 
On the receiving end were: Slow 

Ferguson; 2 Chelsea Campbell; 3 
Zack Glover. Primary six and seven: 1 
Anna MacDonald; 2 Hannah Gillies; 
3 Eilidh Hughes. March, primary 
six and seven: 1 Lucy MacNiven; 2 
Stacey Hughes.

High School, slow air: 1 Kyle 
Stevenson; 2 Kirsty Harrison. March:
1 Ben Campbell. Schools’ piping: 1 
Katie MacNiven; 2 Eila Dewar; 3 Joe 
Lewis MacKirdy.

Congratulations
HEARTY congratulations to Lochside 
Hotel staff member Iona Darroch who 
celebrates her 21st birthday on July 
12.

We all wish Iona many happy returns 
and understand that the celebrations 
will continue under Spanish skies.

Congratulations also go to Islay High 
School pupil Russell Campbell who 
has gained both the Young Volunteer 
of the Year and the Volunteer of the 
Year accolades in a competition 
sponsored by Argyll and Bute 
Council. Russell carried out more 
than 400 hours of voluntary work at 
Bridgend Community Garden and 
at the MacTaggart Leisure Centre at 
Bowmore. He was supported in these 
undertakings by his care worker Kate 
Ross.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 
01496 810 658.

More celebrations
FOR MOST involved 
in education the start of 
the summer holidays is 
always exciting but for 
head teacher of Sgoil 
Gaidhlig Glaschu Donalda 
McComb this year has 
been extra special.

At the recent 10th 
birthday celebration 
concert in the City Halls 
Donalda expressed her 
pride and privilege at 
being the leader of such a 
success story and she must 
be even more proud now 
that her contribution to the 
world of Gaelic education 
has been recognised by 

At a recent ceremony in 
the Bute Hall she received 
an Honorary Doctorate, 
something I am sure she 
never dreamt of when 
she left her native South 

teacher.  
After 11 years teaching 

at the Gaelic-medium unit 
at Meadowburn Primary 
School in Bishopbriggs 
she was appointed head 
teacher of Glasgow’s new 
school, then located in 

years later as head of the 

school which is now 
located in the former 
Woodside Secondary 
School.

I am sure all readers 
will wish to join with 
me in extending our 
congratulations to 
Donalda.

Summer in 
Stirling

 dates over 
the next two months at the 
Tolbooth in Stirling there 
will be Summer Ceilidh 
evenings and Summer 
Sessions, see Diary Dates.

Music will be provided 
by the Tolbooth Ceilidh 
Band, starting at 8pm. 
The Summer Sessions, 
from 7pm to 10pm, will 
showcase excellent local 
traditional musicians and 
entry will be free.

Glasgow Mod 
results
PRINCIPAL prizewinners 
at the recent Provincial 
Mod in Glasgow were:

years - Glen Melville, King’s 
Park Secondary School; 

14 years - David Conkie, St 

15 years - Iain Crawford, 

15 years - Iain Crawford, 
Strathaven. Piobaireachd, 
15 to 18 years - Scott Wood,            
Erskine. MSR, 15 to 18 years 
- Ciaran Sinclair, Saltcoats.

- Andrew Grossart, Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Ghlaschu (SGG). 
Accordion, 11 to 18 years 
-  Fergus O’Hanlon, SGG.

- Mairi B MacDonald, SGG. 
Fiddle, 13 to 18 years - Meg
Buchanan, SGG.Clarsach, 

Elementary - Siobhan Brady, 
SGG.Clarsach, Intermediate 
- Blair Hendy, Bun Sgoil Innis 

Advanced - Ruaidhri N Irvine, 
Dumbarton.

Oral competitions -

years, learners - Lois Duncan, 

six years, learners - Ennis T 
Davidson, SGG. Recitation of 
Poem, seven years, learners 
- Ava MacKinnon, Bun 
Sgoil Chondobhrat (BSC). 
Recitation of Poem, eight 
years, learners - Jessica Gow, 
SGG. Recitation of Poem, 9 
and 10 years, learners - Nicole 

- Eilidh MacInnes, SGG. 
Recitation of Poem - 9 years, 

Recitation of Poem - 10 years, 
Fluent - Findlay Crawford, 
Onthank Primary School 
(OPS). Recitation of Poem - 

Jenkins, SGG. Recitation of 

-Kristina MacDonald, SGG.
Recitation of Poem, 16 to 18 

Bishopbriggs.Conversation, 9 
and 10 years, Open - Findlay 
Crawford, OPS.Conversation, 
11 and 12 years, Open 
- Frances Driscoll, SGG. 
Conversation, 13 to 15 years, 
Open - Kristina MacDonald,
SGG. Sgeulachd, 5 to 8 years, 
Open - Seumas Monk, SGG. 
Sgeulachd 9 to 12 years, Open 
- Pol Monk, SGG. 

Solo, duet, quartet and 
choral competitions: Solo 
Singing, 5 and 6 years, open 

Solo Singing, 7 years, Open 
- Anna Horsburgh, SGG. 
Solo Singing, 8 years, Open 
- Kirsty Thomson, SGG. 
Solo Singing, 9 & 10 years 
boys - Rory MacDiarmid,
SGG. Solo Singing, 9 and 10 

Falkirk Junior Gaelic Choir. 
Solo Singing, 11 and 12 years 
- Lewis Gibson, FJGC. Solo 
Singing, 11 and 12 years girls 
- Eilidh Jenkins, SGG. Solo 
Singing, 13 - 15 years boys 
- Jordan Gibson, FJGC. Solo 
Singing, 13 - 15 years girls 
- Kristina MacDonald, SGG. 
Solo Singing 16 - 18 years, 

18 years Open - Christina 
Gorman and Brighde 
Morrison, SGG.  Traditional 

Open - Lewis Gibson, FJGC. 
Traditional Singing 13 - 18 
years, Open - Eilidh Munro,                  
Bishopbriggs. Choral 

Puirt - Glasgow Islay Junior 

Junior GC. Choral Singing, 

- Falkirk Junior GC. Solo 
Singing - Men, Open - Calum 
A MacDonald,   Strathaven. 
Traditional Singing, Open 
- Calum A MacDonald,
Strathaven. Quartet Singing, 
Open - Largs Gaelic Choir 
Quartet. Choral Singing, 
Senior Puirt - Largs Gaelic 
Choir. Choral Singing Senior, 
Open - Largs Gaelic Choir. 

Please note there will be 
no prizewinners’ concert 
this year despite what I 
intimated last week. 
Neil Murray. Telephone: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

Oban’s first million 
pound house
AS WITH those caught 
in a storm unexpectedly 
who look for signs of fair 
weather on the horizon 
so do those who were 
caught in the deepest 
recession since World 
War Two seek signs 
that they are coming to 
more stable economic 
conditions.

The information 
that Oban is about to 

pound house is a sure 
indicator that even those 
who have managed to 
preserve their capital 
when all around have 
been caught with unwise 
investments, often 
on the advice of their 

they can proceed to 
commit themselves to 
such a major project and 
suggests there is a new 
belief the recession is 
over. 

John MacGregor, 
managing director of the 
Ganavan development, 
told me at the weekend 
he is absolutely delighted 
with the volume of 
housing at Ganavan he 
has sold since the turn 
of the year: £7 million, 
leaving just one house 

admits that his original 
timescale couldn’t be 
maintained but that 
his policy of building 
only when a deal was 
concluded has paid off. 
He already has another 
housing development at 
detailed planning stage 
– not, I should add, in 
the Ganavan area but still 
near Oban. 

While many of us were 
sceptical the recession 
was more than just 
technically over, the 
election of a coalition 
government and its plans 
to put the economy on a 
sound footing, together 
with the compulsion on 
the banks to lend more 
money, has given a major 
boost to sales of houses.

However, those 
companies, mostly 
small, who pursued 
John MacGregor and 
his son-in-law Sam’s 
policy to build to 

has proved to be correct. 
We have all seen the 
desperate measures big 
construction companies 
have had to take to sell 
whole estates of houses 
that have stood empty 
for many months. Some 
have been successful, 
others have been forced 
to call in the receivers. 
However, while John  
and Sam have stood their 
ground they have had to 
put up with the ‘small 
town’ gossip of those 
who cannot stand seeing 
others being successful. 
On a number of 
occasions I have had to 
defend them vigorously 
when ‘Jonahs’ have told 
me that they have gone 
‘bust and have been not 
too popular for spiking 
what was considered a 
prime piece of malicious 
gossip.

More to come     
out of The 
Gathering fiasco?
MANY of us were 
not surprised when it 
became clear that the 
small company set up 
to organise the Clan 
Gathering as part of the 
Year of Homecoming 
was put into receivership 
and eventually into 

liquidation.
We had been warning 

that the whole project, 
given the depressed 
economic situation and 
the history of previous 
attempts to run such 
events, was doomed. 

No one heeded our 
warning.

However, we are minded 
to say in the loudest 
possible terms that all 
the small businesses who 
have been left unpaid 
should be paid by the 
Scottish government 
as to all intents and 
purposes everyone was 
led to believe the whole 
enterprise was government 
backed.

It is wrong, morally and 
otherwise, that these small 
businesses should be the 
victims of a government-
run event that was too 
grandiose given the 
economic situation on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

The attitude of Alex 
Salmond that the alleged 

by Scotland - sounds like 
a dubious VisitScotland 

people losing money is 
abhorrent.

There is an idea abroad 
that clan chiefs are 
wealthy people. Even 
if they do own estates - 
mostly crag and moorland 
in trust - they should not 
be expected to fund such 
Gatherings.

Clan societies, likewise, 
do not have vast funds to 
travel thousands of miles 
and pay out large fees to 
be a spectacle for others. 

This scheme was the 
brainchild of former 
First Minister, the 
newly ennobled Lord 
McConnell, but his 
idea was principally to 
commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of 
our national bard Robert 
Burns.

proposed the recession 
had not loomed on the 
horizon. A relatively 
small percentage of those 
clanspeople who indicated 
they would attend did turn 
up. In addition, it seems 
that publicity in America 
was pathetic. Again, a 
government not prepared 
to ‘put their money where 
their mouth is’. It seems 
they expected Lord 
Sempill, the chairman 
of the company that 
eventually went ‘bust,’ to 
conjure money out of thin 
air. 

He didn’t, but not 
for the want of trying 
despite being told that 
previous attempts at Clan 
Gatherings had been 

problems. Indeed, did 
anyone try to establish 
what percentage of 
potential clanspeople are 
members of clan societies?

There has been no 
comment, strange to say, 
from the Minister for 
Tourism, Argyll and Bute’s 
Jim Mather. Should he 
not now step in to see that 
those owed money are 
paid?

Memo to the 
Presiding Officer 
of The Scottish 
Parliament
EITHER impose a limit of 
100 word questions and 
200 word answers for First 
Minister’s Questions or 
extend the time allowed to 
an hour!

This week’s flashback photo is of No. 2  (Oban High School) Company 2nd (North Argyll) Cadet Bn ACF in 
January 1955. We would like readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times,
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied 
by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a 
stamped addressed envelope.

2nd North Argyll Cadets - January 1955

Painted pot holes 
in Dunbeg
Sir
Like your correspondent 
last week, I too wondered 
why the large potholes in 
Meadow Road, Dunbeg, had 
been painted bright yellow. 

Could it be to alert drivers 
to the wheel-sized, sharp-
edged depressions? If so it 
has been a complete success 
as I can now slalom up the 
road blindfolded thus saving 
Argyll and Bute Council 
from a claim for damaged 
tyres/wheels.

If, on the other hand, it is 
to point them out to pothole-

total failure as the weather 
and passage of time has 
removed the yellow paint. 

Perhaps their anonymity 
is the reason they have been 
overlooked.
Linda Robb, 19 Meadow 
Road, Dunbeg. 

Cruise liners             
at Corpach
Sir,
Councillor Hunter’s 
statement that the refusal 
to approve the ClydeBoyd 
planning application to 
add six Sundays to their 
present permission, which 
already gives ClydeBoyd 
Ltd and Boyd Haulage Ltd 
permission to work six days 
a week from 6am to 10pm 
on the pier including loading 

and unloading ships, would 
‘torpedo’ efforts to attract 
cruise liners is not only 
misleading, it is untrue.

The operators would 
have to apply for separate 
planning permission for the 
cruise liners irrespective of 
the outcome of their planning 
application for Sunday 
loading and unloading of 
vessels. ClydeBoyd were 
informed of that position on 
March 9.

They are also aware that 
they can berth cruise liners 
Monday to Saturday under 
their 1999 consent for the 
pier. 

They do need planning 
permission to dock on 
Sundays. However, the 
Sunday berthing could 
not have happened under 
the ‘emergency’ Sunday 
permission if their planning 
application had been 
approved as the liners are 
scheduled well in advance 
and are not emergencies.

If they apply for Sunday 
docking of cruise liners, I am 
quite sure planners would 
look favourably on such 
an application as the liners 
involve less noise and are 
an asset to the local tourism 
industry.

Councillor Hunter said: ‘If 
I had decided to live there, I 
would have had the common 
sense to know it was not 
going to be the quietest of 
places.’

This comment is insulting 

to the people of Corpach, 
some of whom have lived in 
Corpach for many years. 

As for the claim that there 
could possibly be a shortage 
of salt, planning would, of 
course, be accommodating.
Councillor Bill Clark, Ward 
12, Caol and Mallaig. 

Connel Bridge 
traffic lights
Sir,
The June 17 issue of The
Oban Times rightly highlights 
the million-pound-plus cost 
of the train derailment and 
main road closure. 

Readers may be less aware 
of similar costs we are all 
paying for at the badly 

Bridge.
Two changes to the settings 

were made a few weeks ago. 
Firstly, there is now a much 
longer delay between the last 
vehicle leaving the bridge in 
one direction and the green 

in the opposite direction. 
This used to be about eight 
seconds but is now about 30 
seconds.

The delay occurs at both 
ends, so there is a minute 
or more in each full two-
and-a-half minute cycle - 40 
per cent of the time - when 
the bridge is unused. The 
effect is cumulative, so at 
busy times long queues form 
at each end. Secondly, the 
green light now only lets 
through about 10 or 15 of 20, 

30 or more waiting vehicles 
before turning red; it used to 
let them all through.

Why have things changed? 
If we take account of people’s 
time, fuel and engine wear, 
the new delays are wasting 
about half a million to a 
million pounds a year. Buses, 
taxis, delivery drivers and 
all of us who use the bridge 
many times a day are forced 
to waste a great deal of time. 

the queues can be seen as far 
as Benderloch, Dunbeg and 
Taynuilt.  

Could something please be 
done about this? Is it because 

lights is in Perth, so the 
person concerned doesn’t 
suffer this daily nuisance – 
possibly doesn’t even know 
or care about the annoyance 
and waste it causes? When 

installed at the bridge, some 

weeks this delay was about 
two or three seconds. That 
was, surely, how the system 
is supposed to work. Then, 
for some reason, it was 
changed to about eight to 
ten seconds and stayed like 
that for years - incidentally 
wasting about a quarter of 
a million pounds a year, for 
the reason above. But this 
new delay of 30 seconds is 
wholly unreasonable and 
unacceptable.
Dr J C A Craik, 
Barcaldine.

THIS WEEK, Raigmore Hospital in Inverness announced 
that it is to review the cases of hundreds of radiology 
patients after fears that their results were misread by a 
locum.

concern for NHS Highland and it brings into question the 
increasing dependency on transient staff, particularly in 

are exempt from examination of their skills or grasp of the 
English language. Tests that are mandatory for medical 
staff from elsewhere in the world. With the bill for locums 
stationed at Scottish hospitals touching £47m, should the 
standard required not be a little more stringent?

Raising the bar for locums
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How did you come to be in 
Elgol?
Maggie: My mother was 
Agnes Meikle MacKinnon, 
who was born in the ruin 
you see just across from our 
house. I went to bed in that 
house until I was nine during 
all my holidays. 

‘I came here in my mother’s 
womb on her visits home 
and I came to Elgol all my 

moved here.
When I left the Central 

Belt people would say, ‘Och 
Maggie, why are you going 
there?’ and I would just say I 
wanted to go home. We have 
been living here permanently 
for 10 years and have done 
up the house. It was one of 

ones they put up after the 
war.

Tony: It had been a croft 
house and we bought it 
from the rest of the family. 
There were times I thought 
we should put a bulldozer 
through it, but we got there 
in the end. 

It was Maggie who brought 
me here in the late 1960s, 
when we were working in 
London. We hired a car and 
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Scenic Elgol: looking northeast towards Broadford. 10_f24elgol01

Tony and Maggie have found the place of their dreams. 10_f24elgol05

Blath Beinn, outlier to the Cuillin from the Elgol road above Loch Slapin.               
10_f24elgol06

Tony and Maggie’s home next to the road down to 
Elgol port. 10_f24elgol03

FOR TONY and Margaret-Anne 

Moore, it was a long, long time 

before they could realise their 

dream of staying permanently in 

Elgol.

The remote Skye village had never 

been far from their thoughts ever 

since Maggie, who was born in 

Perth, first brought Aberfeldy-born 

Tony  to Elgol to meet her relations 

in the late 1960s, when the couple 

were working in London.

Soon the call of their homeland 

became too strong and they 

returned to Scotland to work in the 

Central Belt, moving permanently to 

Elgol in 2000.

Maggie’s mother Agnes was born 

in the village and Maggie, first on 

her own and then with Tony, never 

missed the chance to stay at Elgol 

with her grannie Mary Hannah 

MacKinnon and visit relations. 

Here Tony, a retired graphic 

designer and lecturer and chairman 

of Broadford and Strath Community 

Council, and Maggie, an artist who 

paints under her maiden name of 

M A M Cuthbert, tell Oban Times
reporter Stephen Norris why Elgol 

holds a very special place in their 

hearts.

got to Skye via Fife, but 
by that time it was getting 
dark. Travelling along the 
rough single-track road 
from Broadford I thought 
where the hell am I going? 
But I woke up the next 
morning and thought I was 
in paradise.
Elgol must have had its fair 
share of characters over 
the years?
Maggie: Well, we had Lachie 
‘Mash’ MacIntosh. He was a 
cattleman to trade and passed 

He was a great storyteller 
among a village of fantastic 
storytellers and he was a man 
who was always about in the 
dark. Lachie was one of a 
great number of people in 
Elgol who still went guising 
at Hallowe’en - and that was 
adults - not children. 
Tony: Aye, he used to go 
driving in the dark with 
these vehicles that had no 
headlights and no brakes. 
You would hear this noise in 
the middle of the night and 
you would look out and see 
nothing, but you knew it was 
Lachie Mash. One night I 
saw this wee light at the side 
of the road at 11pm and here 

it was him mending a fence 
with baler twine in the pitch 
black with a torch! 
Maggie: Mash had the 
second sight and one time 
this girl came who was very 
interested in him and made 
a video about him. Copies 
of the tape were made and 
after Lachie died Seonaid 
MacKinnon, who ran the 
Sunday school, put the tape 
on when she was on her 
own in the house. As soon 
as she put it in the present 
Lachie had given she and 
her husband shot off the 
mantlepiece and travelled 
across the room. Nothing 
would induce Seonaid to put 
that tape on ever again. 

Tony: Lillian Beckwith the 
writer lived here - her novels 
were based on Elgol which 
was called Bruach in the 
books. She stayed up on top 
of the hill above Elgol port.
Maggie: My uncle Lachie 
MacKinnon used to tell me 
how just after the war she 
would put on plays for the 
kids, who she would get 
to make the costumes and 
scenery. Grannie would say 
to him ‘Why don’t you go 
with the young people and 
see what’s happening up 
there?’ But he would not go 
and said ‘That bloody woman 
will make a fool of us one 
day’. He was right. Lillian 
Beckwith would always ask 
what the kids’ parents were 
up to and would write down 
everything they told her and 
then embellished everything 
for her books. People were 
effectively being spied on. 
The books weren’t great 
either - a cross between the 
People’s Friend and James 
Herriot.
Tell us a little of Elgol’s 
history.
Tony: Not so very far away, 
maybe three miles, there’s 
this ruined village called 
Keppoch. They planted 
trees through it, but in the 
next two or three years they 
are planning to take them 
down. The village lies on the 
most glorious south facing 
ground. It dates to the time 
when people were cleared 
off all the good grazing 
land to make way for sheep.
Maggie: Some of those 
people, the MacKinnons of 
‘The Strath’, were called 
‘buckie eaters’, it seemed 
because they shifted to the 
shore to try and eke out 
some kind of a living and 
they depended upon eating 
the whelks to survive.

The village they left is 
really spooky now. The trees 
are so catherdral like and 
silent. You can be walking 
through the woodland and 
suddenly you came across a 

whole house only minus its 
roof and the front door. It’s 
like rediscovering something 
from a myth.
Tony: Strathaird Community 
Association made a plea to 
the landowners the John Muir 
Trust to sensitively extract 
the woodland standing round 
about the ruins. The plans 
are for a circular walk, with 
one stage taking you right 
past the village.
Maggie: People have been 
here for much longer, 
though. I once found an iron 
age round house just over the 
hill. Mash always said there 
was an ancient graveyard 
over there with kists - graves 
lined with stone. One time I 
stepped into one when I was 
walking across the hill, but I 

it again since then. Also, my 
uncle Lachlan MacKinnon 
worked with the author 
Gavin Maxwell - and he 
hated it. He was a gutter in 
Maxwell’s shark factory on 
the island of Soay, which he 
established in the late 1940s.
They were killing all these 
basking sharks for the oil 
in their livers for cosmetic 
and industrial purposes. 
The harbour would just be a 

mess of clotted blood, which 
would lie there until the tide 
changed. Lachie used to 
say there was a conger eel 
in Soay harbour that had a 
girth on it like a sow. He said 
the bottom feeding congers 
would collect at the surface 
and have a feast. He always 
maintained it was against 
nature that bottom feeders 
should come to the top and 
feed on the remains of those 
beautiful animals. 

My grandmother, Mary 
Hannah MacKinnon, was 
the only English speaker in 
Elgol when she arrived here. 
She came from Glasgow and 
met my grandfather Alastair 
while he was working there. 
Around 1908 she was having 

turns up smoking a pipe - it 
was the midwife. She would 
not let grannie out of the bed 
when the wean was born.

Grannie was always 
considered to have ‘town 
ways’. She never learned 
Gaelic and had no intention 
of ever doing so. But all of 

about who had the best 
Gaelic!
What are the main 
challenges facing Elgol?

Maggie: ‘The biggest 
challenge is accepting that 
they are not going to be all 
MacKinnons here!

‘There were one or two 
years that there were no 
MacKinnons in Elgol 
Primary School and that 
was seen as a sign of things 
to come. But now there are 
MacKinnons back again, so 
that’s a good thing.
Tony: In the winter there are 
quite of number of holiday 
houses that are just lying dark 
- most of our neighbours are 
holiday homes. 

When you travel into the 
village you see a lot of 

new houses, some of which 
have been built by younger 
indigenous people, which is 
a good thing for the village. 
Also, people are now 
travelling from as far away 
as Kilbride, near Broadford, 
because they like a small 
school.

But there was a generation 
that has just gone in the last 
10 years, all indigenous 
people, who were all great 
characters. They were all 
people you saw and talked 
to. Go back 45 years and you 
would meet people working 
on their crofts or going to the 
shop - now you could walk 
all day and not see a soul.

As for the future, it has to 
be all about sustainability. 
There is not a huge amount of 
employment here apart from 

that resource is looked after. 
All the prawns and lobsters 
go away from Elgol. There 
is no local market here and 
there’s a shuttle of vans that 

to Broadford. Currently I 
think there are seven prawn 
boats and three lobster boats 
landing at Elgol.
What’s your favourite time 
of year in Elgol?
Tony: I would say around the 
end of April, when there’s 
still snow on the hills, when 
the grass starts to turn from 
ochrey colour to green and 
before the tourists start to 
come.

The best bit is going into 
Coruisk in the boat and you 
are seeing all these winter 
colours change into spring 
ones - it’s simply stunning. 
Having said that, I also 
quite like the summer when 
it’s busy. People coming to 
Elgol are invariably amazed 
by the place and always tell 
me how lucky I am to be 
living here.
Have you a favourite place 
in Elgol?
Maggie: My best place 
is on the hill down a big 
hollow fairly close to Prince 
Charlie’s cave at the big 

otters. You never see anyone 
and you can hear a pin drop 
- it’s just fabulous. The 
vistas are incredible - you 
can see Beinn Mhor on Mull 
from over there. If you hear 
somebody coming you can 
hide - if you are feeling anti-
social!
Tony: My favourite would 
be somewhere in the Cuillin 
- it does not matter where. I 
was up on Marsco about six 
weeks ago and it was just 
stunning.
It’s a great hill, at the head of 
Loch Einort.

People coming 
to Elgol are 
invariably 
amazed by the 
place and always 
tell me how 
lucky I am to be 
living here.

Far-sighted Mallaig gets 
new factory
MALLAIG could be back on the road 
to being the biggest port in Europe 
with the opening of a new factory this 
weekend.

This was claimed by William Lyon-
Dean, chairman of the Herring Industry 

Mallaig Purse Net Company Limited’s 
new net repair factory in the port.

Mallaig to its former glory, claimed Dr 
Lyon-Dean.

£4.3m boost for sawmill
ONE OF the largest processors of 
British timber, Riddoch’s of Rothiemay 
Limited, is to modernise and expand its 
sawmill at Kilmallie, Fort William, at a 
cost of £4.3m.

The scheme will secure employment 
for the existing labour force of 100 
and create 30 new jobs. It will sustain 
at least 60 related jobs in the Forestry 

interests, bring additional spending and 

employment to service industries in 
Lochaber and save an estimated £3m a 
year in timber imports.

Kilmallie Sawmill opened in 1974 to 
process increasing supplies of timber for 
maturing Highland forests, providing an 
acceptable and competitive alternative 
for the UK construction industry to 
imports from Canada, Scandinavia 
and Russia. But the threatened closure 

Pulp Mill, which provides an important 
outlet for the disposal of sawmill 
residues, and the need to keep pace 
with technical progress by overseas 
competitors, demanded a considerable 
modernisation programme.

Calls for new terminal to 
make RET work
IN A development strategy for ferry 
services, Highlands and Islands 
Development Board (HIDB) called 
for ‘a radical restructuring of all 
Scottish ferry services by a long term 
programme of reinvestment in vessels, 
terminals and related facilities’.

The board’s transport research paper 
on ‘The Future of Ferry Services in the 

Highlands and Islands’ follows hard 
on the heels of its exchange of papers 
with the implications of introducing a 
new system of ferry subsidies based on 
Road Equivalent Tariff (RET). 

In an effort to maximise on the road 
component of any journey, the paper 
calls for services between Coll/Tiree 
and Tobermory, instead of Oban, 
Lochmaddy to Leverburgh, instead of 
Tarbert, and Lochmaddy to Glendale, 
instead of Uig. 

‘It is hoped,’ said the HIDB, ‘that the 
ideas put forward in this latest report 
will, in the medium and long term, 
lower the cost of implementing RET by 
encouraging greater cost-effectiveness 
in the provision of services and improve 
the accessibility of those services to the 
travelling public.’

The board points to a number of 
wasteful characteristics of the existing 
ferry structure. 

It says that the wide variety in types 
of ships and terminals restricts the 
interchangeability of vessels and 
that many routes and vessels are not 
designed to provide the cheapest and 
most effective service.
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Across
1 Enhance (4)
3 Expounds (8)
9 Composer of Les Biches (7)
10 Full of vigour (5)
11 Statement made (12)
13 Older man with character (6)
15 Composition for just one or two (6)
17 When this many isn't a crowd! (6,1,5)
20 Not uniform (5)
21 Refined (7)
22 Eldest women (8)
23 Game (4)

Down
1 Faucet movement (3,5)
2 Go back in the opposite direction (1-4)
4 French architecture (6)
5 Essential (3,9)
6 A shout of praise (7)
7 Bean (4)
8 Pay (12)
12 Lozenge-like (8)
14 Cover in hot oil (4-3)
16 Short one who doesn't eat meat (6)
18 Corpulent (5)
19 During (4)

Last
Week’s 
Solution



Practical help, advice and support 
for new and growing businesses

To find out how Business Gateway can help your business, contact 
the local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com
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TWO HOSPITALS, a local charity and a hotel are 

THE NEWEST addition to 

The MV Finlaggan

MV Finlaggan 

Budget

Finlaggan

MV Isle of Islay

Dunbeg man 
is apprentice                
of the year

Diesel prices                          
hit all
time high 

Oban’s Robert Alexander, aged 19, a first stage 
apprentice electrician with Kenneth Ferguson 
Electrical Contractors, was awarded best trainee at 
Reid Kerr College from Roy Dow, Scottish Electrical 
Charitable Training Trust Training and Development 
Manager. Apprentice Electrician of the Year regional 
competitions are held in three areas around Scotland 
and each apprentice has been selected for their 
excellence over the last year of training both at the 
college and on site at work. This year’s competition 
was held in June at Motherwell College. 

SCOTTISH

Accolade

THE SCOTTISH

David Duffy of Scottish Sea Farms, Richard Luney, Wild Fish and Aquaculture Manager Marks 
& Spencer, and David Brown, Scottish Sea Farms, after the awards presentation at the Royal 
Highland Show.

The MV Finlaggan, which will be ready for service in spring 2011, is launched in Gdansk.

Left to right, environmental health officer Coila Hunter, John Kelly from the Bosville Hotel, 
Joy Royce of Am Fasgadh, Rhoda Robertson of NHS Highland and Councillor John Laing at Am 
Fasgadh.

Angus Clarke from 
Dunbeg has been named 
apprentice of the year 
for body repairs and 
refinishing. 15_t28app01

Bright spark Robert is college’s 
best electrical trainee

New CalMac 
boat launched 
in Poland
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

2 – 2 year old 
Limousin Bulls

ready to work
1 – 6 year old 

Limousin
Stock Bull

Telephone 
01852 500273

Mobile
07710060021

Agents for Landini Tractors
& Fleming Equipment

NEW
Fleming Equipment

4 – 9ft Toppers, Turbo 
Mowers Drum & Disc,

Hay Bobs, 8ft Finishing 
Mowers

SECONDHAND
Various tractors, 
trailers, rollers,

Mowers Drum & Disc, 
toppers etc etc

Whatever your 
requirements, give 

us a call

Walter G Grant
Agricultural Machinery 

Sales & Repairs

Tel: 01343 842114 
or 07702 985180

FARMING and crofting interests 
have given a mixed reaction to 
the new Crofting Reform Bill 
after it was passed by the Scottish 
parliament last week.

The new legislation, designed 
to tackle land speculation, 
neglect and absenteeism in the 
crofting counties, became law on 
Thursday following four years of 
heated debate on what it should, 
and should not, contain.

The SNP government carried 
last Thursday’s vote 66-0, 
with Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats abstaining over the 
Bill’s provision to establish 
a map-based register of the 
country’s 18,000 crofts.

The new register is in addition 
to records already held by the 
Crofters Commission and could 
take decades to complete.

Many crofters had condemned 
the move as bureaucratic, costly 
and time consuming, arguing 
it would divert resources away 

UNITED Auctions sold 365 store 
cattle at Stirling when trade again rose 
for bullocks and heifers.

Bullocks averaged 165.1p (+2p) 
and sold to 196.5p per kg for a 318kg 
Charolais cross  from Bughtknowes 
and £1035 for a 674kg Simmental 
cross from Craigend.

Heifers averaged 161.5p (+3.2p) 
and sold to 186.9p per kg for a 198kg 
Limousin cross from Osclay Mains 
and £860 for a 570kg Limousin cross  
from Craigend.

Light heifers from Ardchatten sold to 
£510 and £405.

Cast cows averaged 99.57p and 
sold to 133.3p Limousin cross from 
Craigkelly and £895 from Traprain.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks
201-250kg – 209 East Doll, 
Brora, £440, 191.3p; 
251-300kg – 209 East Doll, 
£490, 175p; 
301-350kg – 132 West 
Langwell, £690, 209 East 
Doll, 193.6p; 
351-400kg – 132 West 
Langwell, £770, 192.5p; 
401-450kg – Badden, £770, 
177p;

West, Muir of Ord, £780, 
164.2p.
Heifers
201-250kg – Redpoint, 
Gairloch, £480, 208.7p; 
251-300kg – Shewglie, 
£600, Seaside of Muirtown, 
Clachnaharry, 202.3p; 

301-350kg – Seaside 
of Muirtown, and Brae, 
Strathoykel, £590, 193.4p; 
351-400kg – Shewglie, 
£680, 183.3p; 
401-450kg – Shewglie, 
£700, 182.1p.
Young bulls 
251-300kg – 160 Upper 
Morness, £400, 148.2p; 
301-351kg – 110 Knock-
arthur, Rogart, £460, 
143.8p;
451-500kg – Badden, £620, 
130.5p.
OTM prime and feeding 
cows:
Flowerburn Mains, (AAX), 
£895; Inchindown, Inver-
gordon, (CharX), £875; 
Flowerburn Mains, (LimX), 
£855; Shantullich, (SimX) 
£845.
OTM heifers and bullocks
Welbeck, Ousdale, (Lui 
hfr), £775; Upper Mucko-

vie, Inverness, (ShoX 
hfr), £735; Ardheslaig, 
Shieldaig, (AAX blk), 
£725; Kindeace, Alness, 
(CharX hfr), £685.
OTM bulls:
Feabait Farm, Muir of Ord, 
(Lim), £1100.
Prices per kilo
OTM prime and feed-
ing cows: Inchindown, 
(CharX), 123.2p; 185 
Migdale, Bonar Bridge, 
(LimX), 121.8p; Flow-
erburn Mains, (AAX), 
120.2p; Balmacaan, Drum-
nadrochit, (SimX), 116.8p;.
OTM heifers and bullocks: 
Ardheslaig, (AAX blk), 
138.1p; Kindeace, (CharX 
hfr), 135.6p; Upper Mucko-
vie, (ShoX hfr), 129p; Cor-
rachie, Avoch, (BFR hfr), 
111.2p.
OTM bulls: Feabait Farm, 
(Lim), 90.5p.

WET weather and consistent rain 
didn’t seem to dampen the spirits 
at the 17th Scottish Blackface 
Shearing Championships hald at 
Lochearnhead at the weekend.

An international line up of 
competitors congregated to 

Shearing Champion title, with 
Gavin Mutch from Huntly 
shearing 20 hoggs in a new 
record of 12 minutes 11 seconds 
to snatch the title by only two 
seconds from Hamish Mitchell. 

Many new faces appeared, 
trying to get experience on the 
Scottish sheep before the World 
Championships to be held at 
the Royal Welsh event later this 
month.

The junior, intermediate and 
senior heats took place on 
Saturday afternoon with the wool-
handling competition taking 
place in conjunction with the 
senior heats, under shearing shed 
style conditions and rules – the 
girls then qualifying through to 

Sheree Alabaster, member of 
the New Zealand team for the 
forthcoming World Champs, took 
top honours. Audrey Lamb from 
Lanark secured runner up spot, 
with Argyll girl Linda McWhirter 
taking third and Gwenan Paewai 
from Wales settling for fourth. 

commenced with the traditional 
blade shearing, Scottish team 
members David Ferguson from 

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd 
sold 62 prime cattle and 221 prime 
sheep on Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 169.8p 
(-1.7p) and sold to 184p per kg for 
a 555kg British Blue cross from 
Pithogarty, Tain and £1,226.15 for a 
685kg Charolais cross from Oldtown of 
Aigas, Beauly. Prime heifers averaged 
171.2p (-3.9p) and sold to 181p per 
kg for a 550kg Limousin cross from 

a 690kg Charolais cross from Easter 
Sheep Park, Balblair.

New season lambs averaged 154.7p 
(-8.3p) and sold to 164.5p per kg 
for 40kg Texel crosses from Lower 

50kg Texels from Woodside Croft, 
Ardersier to Fraser Brothers Butchers, 
Dingwall.

REPORT
by

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Store trade continues to 
rise at Stirling

Prime sale at Dingwall

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 60 store 
cattle and 54 Over 30 Month 
cattle at Dingwall when a 
very mixed show on offer 
met a strong demand.

Bullocks
Bullocks averaged 174.3p 

and sold to 206p per kg for 
a pair of 335kg Simmental 
crosses from 132 West 
Langwell, Rogart, and £890 
for a 510kg Limousin cross 
from Badden, Kiltarlity.

Heifers averaged 176.8p 
and sold to 220.6p per kg 

for a pair of 272kg Limousin 
crosses from Shewglie 
Farmers, Glenurquhart, and 
£765 for a 420kg British Blue 
cross also from Shewglie 
Farmers, Glenurquhart.

Young bulls averaged 
130.2p and sold to 166.7p 
per kg for a pair of 195kg 
Aberdeen Angus crosses 
from 160 Upper Morness, 
Rogart, and £1,000 for a 
Charolais from Shantullich, 
Munlochy.

Over 30 Month prime 
and feeding cows averaged 

108.3p and sold to 129.5p 
per kg for a 660kg Limousin 
cross from Flowerburn 
Mains, Fortrose, and £925 
for a 810kg Simmental cross 
from Shantullich.

Over 30 Month heifers and 
bullocks averaged 120.7p 
and sold to 138.9p per kg and 
£965 for a 695kg Limousin 
cross from Badden.

Over 30 Month bulls 
averaged 93.7p and sold to 
96.8p per kg and £1,195 for 
a 1235kg Charolais from 
Shantullich.

Dingwall store sale meets strong demand despite mixed show

Crofting Reform Bill meets with mixed reaction

Marina Dennis, convenor 
of the Scottish Crofting 
Federation crofting reform 
working group

procedure could actually cause 
exactly the opposite. 

‘However, the SCF are working 
on a crofting community planning 
programme to help crofting 
communities to map their assets 
in a practical and empowering 
way. This will proceed despite 
the government’s intentions.’

SCF chief executive, Patrick 
Krause said: ‘It is widely 
recognised that this new Act will 
not be the panacea for crofting – 
it attempts to make the legislation 
more effective but can not make 
crofting viable. The entire way 
we look at food production 
and land management has to 
fundamentally change.’

NFU Scotland’s Crofting, 
Highlands and Islands Committee 

Scottish Crofting Federation 
chief executive Patrick Krause

from revitalising crofting just at 
the time when small scale, locally 
produced food was coming into 
its own.

Marina Dennis, convenor of 
the Scottish Crofting Federation 
crofting reform working group, 
said: ‘We are pleased that the Bill 
has been voted through as parts 
of the existing legislation are 

Bill through means it can always 
be re-visited, but it is a double-
edged sword. 

‘We have always pressed for 
a map-based crofting register 
which has been voted through 
but the methods proposed by the 
government to implement this 
– the controversial compulsory 
‘trigger’ system and the associated 
costs to crofters – could have 
the effect of stagnating any 
movement of crofts. 

‘The government claim that 
this Bill is designed to free up 
crofts but this poorly thought out 

Chairwoman, Jo Durno said: 
‘The Bill has taken years of 
discussion and consultation to 
reach a conclusion 

which may not satisfy all crofters. 
‘However the areas of greatest 
contention were quite rightly 
removed from the original draft 
and hopefully what is now in 
place can secure the long term 
future of crofting in Scotland’s 
most remote rural areas.’

Highlands and Islands Labour 
MSP Peter Peacock warned the 
‘costly and unnecessary’ double 
registration could cost crofters 
close to £1,000 to have their croft 

£1,000 if they failed to comply.
He said: ‘At root, the challenges 

crofting faces, are economic, 
not regulatory. With every 
successive Bill on crofting that 
is passed, the regulation becomes 
more complex and this Bill is no 
exception.’

‘If we really want to support 

crofting, we should spend less 
time legislating, and more 
time solving the economic 
development questions.’

Western Isles SNP MSP Alasdair 
Allan conceded the bill would 
not please everyone, but added: 
‘Now it is time to focus on the 
other issues affecting the future 
of crofting, besides legislation.’

Bill is designed to free up 

crofts -it could actually 

do the opposite.
convenor SCF group on 
crofting reform

The entire way we look 

at food production and 

land management has to 

fundamentally change.
chief executive SCF

Labour MSP Peter Peacock

Sandy McKellar from Auch, 
Tyndrum took the junior title 
at Lochearnhead  
Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Gavin Mutch from Huntly won the Open Championship by shearing 20 Blackface hoggs in a 
new Lochearnhead record time of 12 minutes and 11 seconds Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Newton Stewart and Willie Shaw 
from Saline, battled it out it out 
with local farmer Willie Taylor 
from Ardeonaig, Killin and past 
Scottish team member Donald 
McColl from Fort William.  
David Ferguson came out the 
victor ahead of Willie Shaw, 
with Willie Taylor and Donald 
McColl taking third and fourth 
places respectively.

Sandy McKellar from Auch 
Estate, Tyndrum take home 
the silverwear.  Taking runner-

up place was Brendan Graham 
from Gorey, Co Wexford with 
Ifan Prys, Conwy, Wales and 
Euan MacKinnon, Bathgate 
taking third and fourth places 
respectively.

saw three Scots and a Welshman 
up the pace to shear 10 sheep in 
around nine minutes, Matthew 
Evans from South Wales took top 
honours with Stewart Kennedy 
from Aberfeldy taking runner 
up position, Calum Shaw from 
Saline taking third and Brian 
Simpson from Blairgowrie taking 
fourth.

reduced from 44 competitors 

why the Lochearnhead Open 
Final is amongst the toughest to 
make throughout the UK with 
quality of workmanship and 
speed the order of the day.  

Blackface Shearing Champions 
took the stage and break-neck 
speed saw Gavin Mutch from 
Huntly shear 20 hoggs in a new 
record of 12 minutes 11 seconds, 
with Hamish Mitchell just two 
seconds slower.  

Gavin’s slightly cleaner pen and 
board scores saw him take the 
title by the narrowest of margins 
with Hamish settling for the blue 
ribbon, Kiwi Johnny Kirkpatrick 
took third spot with Kieran 
McCullough from Northern 
Ireland was  fourth.

Mutch breaks 
Lochearnhead
shearing record

The 17th Scottish 
Blackface Shearing 
Championships
Results
International relay
1New Zealand - Darin Forde, 
Johnny Kirkpatrick & Kevin Hessell 
2 Wales- Nicky Beynon, Delwyn 
Jones & Rhys Jones 3 Scotland 
- Jordan Smeaton, Allan Wright & 
Simon Bedwell 4Northern Ireland 
- Kieran McCullough, Ian Mont-
gomery & John Buchanan
Scotland v New Zealand
1Scotland - Hamish Mitchell & 
Gavin Mutch  
2 New Zealand - David Fagan & 
Cam Ferguson
Scotland v N Ireland
1Scotland 2Northern Ireland
Scotland v Rep Ireland
1Scotland  2 Rep Ireland
R McLarty and Sons Hand Shears
1David Ferguson 2 Willie Shaw 3 
Willie Taylor 4 Donald MacColl
Scottish Wool Growers Wool 
Handling
1 Sheree Alabaster 2Audrey Lamb 3 
Linda McWhirter 4 Gwenan Paewai 
AB Gairns Junior champion
1Sandy McKellar, Tyndrum 19.79  
2 Brendan Graham, Rep of Ireland 
23.72  3 Ifan Prys, Wales 25.18  4 
Euan MacKinnon, Bathgate 30.50  5 
William Hurcomb  6 Alastair Shaw  
7 David Ferguson  8 Iwan Williams
Highway Shearing (UK) Ltd 
Intermediate
1Clwyd Jones, Wales 33.08  2 
Iwan Morris, Wales 37.12  3 Ifan 
Jones, Wales 40.93 4 David Gibson, 
Gartocharn 41.38  5 Iwan P Jones  
6  Dafydd Jones 7 Sion Evans  8 
Jimmy Wright
Reid and Robertson/Dectomax 
Senior
1Matthew Evans, Wales 38.10
2 Stewart Kennedy, Aberfeldy 28.60 
3 Calum Shaw, Saline, Fife 38.70  4 
Brian Simpson, Blairgowrie 39.30 
5Finn Butler 6 Chris Ruby 7Willie 
Taylor 8 John Gibson
Heiniger Scottish Blackface Open 
Championship
1Gavin Mutch, Huntly 47.65
2 Hamish Mitchell, Lochearnhead 
3 Johnny Kirkpatrick, New Zealand 
49.95   4 Kieran McCullough, 
Northern Ireland 51.35 5Jordan 
Smeaton 6 David Fagan 7Grant 
Lundie  8 Cam Ferguson 
The Colin MacGregor Salver for 

Kennedy

Royal Highland 
Show success for 
Argyll Blackface 
breeder
TAKING the Blackface 
tup lamb award at the 
prestigious Royal Highland 
Show was this year’s 
president of the Blackface 
Sheep Breeders Association, 
John MacPherson, 
Balliemeanoch Farm, by 
Dalmally.

The tup lamb, out of a Lurg 
ewe and by a home-bred 
Lurg bought at Dalmally for 
£9,000 took Balliemeanoch 
one place better than last 
year when they took second 
place at their debut Royal 
Highland.

MacPherson also took 
third in the this year’s ewe 
lamb class with a lamb by 
the 2009 tup lamb runner-
up and out of a ewe by a 
£1,000 Troloss.

This year’s National 
Sheep Association  exhibit 
at the Royal Highland 
Show included a stand from 
the Blackface Breeders 
Association which was 
manned by Blackface sheep 
producers Argyll-wide.

Mr MacPherson said 
that he was delighted with 
the  breed stand this year, 
describing it as ‘ one of the 
best Blackface stands he 
had seen at a show.’



• lounge- views 
to loch

• dining kitchen
• shower room
• 3 bedrooms
• Double glazing
• 2 storage rooms

• Well kept 
gardens, rear 
garden extending 
to loch shore

• Driveway
• Lochgilphead 

approx 10 miles

Offers in Region 
of £150,000

3 Bedroom semi detached villa situated in 
the picturesque village of Achnamara 
boasting delightful views over Loch Sween. 

16 Achnamara, Achnamara, By Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8PU

Allens Solicitors & Estate Agents
2 Canniesburn Toll, Bearsden, Glasgow G61 2QU
Tel: 0141 942 5757 Fax: 0141 942 5579
Email: info@allenslaw.co.uk    Web: www.gspc.co.uk

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 

TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

Spacious First Floor Flat, Oban

West Coast property service

Offers over 
£110,000

• 3 Bedrooms

• Gas Central 
Heating

• Double Glazed

• Carpets and curtains 
included in sale

• Home Report 
available

• Centrally situated

Tel: 07867535174

Flat to Let
Taynuilt

Beautiful location,
Additional storage 

available

Sorry no smokers or 
DSS

Tel 0779 936 3485

bellingram.co.uk

Tigh air Creag
Dervaig, Isle of Mull

Architect designed modern detached dwelling 
in a desirable village location.  Quietly situated 
on an elevated site with lovely open rural 
and loch views.  Conveniently situated for all 
village amenities and facilities which include 

a hotel/pub/restaurant.  Porch, hall, open 
plan L-shaped lounge/dining area, kitchen, 3 
bedrooms (2 with en suite), family bathroom, 
utility room and boiler room suitable for an airing 
cupboard/storage.  Low emisivity heat retentive 
double glazing.  LPG central heating.  Off 
street parking. Integral garage with insulated, 
electrically operated door. Spacious garden.

Offers in the region of £275,000

SHOP FOR SALE - LOCHGILPHEAD
OIRO £240,000 + SAV. Freehold.

Ironmonger, Hardware, Pet supplies and Garden Centre.

Business can be purchased separately.
Owner retiring after 24 years.

Further information contact Karl Clezy 0141 352 7300

ANDERSONBANKS
Solicitors  :  Notaries  :  Estate Agents

22 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT
Tel: 01631 563158  :  Fax: 01631 565459

www.andersonbanks.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of 
£150,000

The Whins, Polvinister Road 
Oban
•  Spacious detached 

bungalow in quiet 
residential location

•  Within walking distance 
of Oban town centre 
and harbour area

•  Maintenance, 
upgrading and 
re-decoration required

•  Hall, Lounge, 
Dining Room, 
Kitchen, Bathroom

•  4 Bedrooms 
(Master En-Suite), 
Lean-to Utility, 
Garden and 
detached garage

17 Balvicar, by Easdale, Argyll, PA34 4TF
This well maintained property situated in a beautiful 
rural location was built around 1860 and modernised 
to a high level later.

• 3 bedrooms (1 en suite)
• Porch/utility room, hall, lounge/dining room, 

• Fully double glazed

• Driveway
• Gardens to front and rear

Offers in excess of 
£185,000 are sought.

This price includes carpets and window coverings 
plus most white goods necessary in a home.

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

West Coast property service

1st Floor Flat
25C Kerrera Terrace, Dunollie, Oban, Argyll

FIXED PRICE 
£97,000

• Entrance hall, large living room, 
balcony, kitchen, two double 
bedrooms, bathroom, storage 
cupboard
• Night storage heating 
• Double glazing 
• Landing storage shed

Tel: 01631 569 651 
Mob: 07900085105Offers in the region of £140,000

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Well presented semi detached dwelling in a popular island 
location.  Situated within a desirable residential area, and in 
walking distance of Tobermory’s bustling harbour and Main Street.  
Tastefully decorated, predominantly with light colours and natural 

room.  Electric heating.  Off street parking.  Spacious garden and 
drying area  

bellingram.co.uk

Offers in the region of £75,000

3 Morvern Crescent
Lochaline, Morvern
Semi detached bungalow in a desirable location in a 
picturesque West Highland village.  Lovely views across 
Lochaline, to the Sound of Mull and the Isle of Mull in the 
distance.  Close to village facilities and amenities.  Hall, 
lounge, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, bathroom and utility room.  
Double glazing.  Heating from Rayburn stove.  Spacious 
garden.  Shed.  Driveway and off street parking

bellingram.co.uk

Offers in the region of £70,000

Flat C, 1 Craigard Road 
Oban, Argyll
Very well presented 

in the heart of the town 
centre. Immediate 
access to all local 
facilities and amenities.

The accommodation 
comprises:
Entrance hall, lounge, 
kitchen, bedroom and 
bathroom.
Double glazing.
Night storage heating.

bellingram.co.uk

Offers Over 
£125,000

Breadalbane Mews, Oban 
An end terraced house in need of modernisa-
tion but with potential to be refurbished into 
a most comfortable, easily managed home.

Conveniently situated 
in a residential area, 
off Breadalbane Street, 
the accommodation 
comprises: Vestibule, 

3 Bedrooms, and 
Bathroom.  Electric 
heating.  Low 
maintenance garden 
with private off street 
parking.

Offers Over 
£170,000

Morvern Hill, Oban 
A well proportioned semi-detached house 
enjoying delightful open views over the 
town towards the bay and beyond.
Situated in an 
established residential 
area on the fringe 
of the town, the 
attractively presented 
accommodation

3 Bedrooms, Bathroom, 
Cloak Room.  Electric 
heating, double glazing.  
Good sized garden 
with patio.
Workshop/store.

To Let
Old Tweedmill Building, Oban
2 storage / workshop units located 
within a busy commercial location 
within Oban
Unit 11 Approx 332 sq.m (3,573 sq.ft)

Unit 13 Approx 101.01 sq.m (1,087 sq.ft), 

bellingram.co.uk

Offers in the 
region of 
£325,000

St Mary’s
Glen Creran, Argyll
Unique opportunity to purchase a converted church and rectory in an 
area of stunning natural beauty with lovely views of the River Creran 
and surrounding countryside.  Within easy reach of local facilities, 
amenities and travel links.  The extensive accommodation, full of 
character, comprises:  
Ground Floor:
dining room, kitchen, former vestry.  First Floor:  Four bedrooms 

Including spacious garden ground.  Approximately 2 acres (0.81ha).  
Summerhouse.  Two single garages.

bellingram.co.uk

WANTED

COMMERCIAL

TO LET

AUCTION
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MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

NEW FIXED PRICE:  
£233,000

Cruachan View, Aldersyde, Taynuilt
Extremely attractive superior detached villa offering bright and 
spacious accommodation over two levels. Beautifully decorated 
and in excellent order throughout, the sale offers an ideal 
opportunity to acquire a generous family home with admirable 
views to the surrounding countryside. 
•  Substantial Detached Property
•  Beautifully Presented 
•  Views to Ben Cruachan
•  Lounge

•  Dining Room
•  4 Bedrooms (Master En-Suite)

•  Bathroom
•  Shower Room
•  Double Glazing

•  Garden
•  Off-Street Parking 

Offers over 
£135,000

2 Cairnbaan Cottages 
Cairnbaan, by Lochgilphead, Argyll
Beautifully-presented
traditional mid-terraced 
cottage in the picturesque 
hamlet of Cairnbaan, recently 
refurbished and in immaculate 
walk-in condition.  South 
facing, with lovely views of the 
Crinan Canal and surrounding 
countryside.

The spacious accommodation 

kitchen, landing, two 
bedrooms and bathroom.
Double glazed throughout.
Night storage heating.  Private 
and communal garden.
External storage, greenhouse 
and shed.  Non-designated off 
street parking.

bellingram.co.uk

HOME
REPORT

It is now 
a legal 

requirement 
that every 

home
advertised 

for sale 
must have 

a Home 
Report
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DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL & BUTE 
VALUATION JOINT BOARD

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 MARCH 2010

PRE-AUDIT INSPECTION

Notice is hereby given, under Regulation 5(1) of the Local 
Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 1985, that the accounts 
to be audited, all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and 
receipts relating thereto and copies of the financial statements of 
DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL & BUTE VALUATION JOINT 
BOARD for the year ended 31 March 2010, duly made up, balanced 
and signed, will be deposited in the offices of the TREASURER, 
DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL AND BUTE VALUATION 
JOINT BOARD, COUNCIL OFFICES, GARSHAKE ROAD, 
DUMBARTON.  The accounts will be open to INSPECTION on 
Mondays to Fridays, 26 July 2010 to 16 August 2010 from 9.15 a.m. 
to 1.00p.m. and 2.00p.m. to 4.00p.m. and any person may take 
copies or extracts from the same without fee.

Any interested person may make objections to such Accounts or 
part thereof and shall transmit these objections and the grounds 
thereof in writing to the Auditors:
Grant Macrae, Director, KPMG LLP, Saltire Court, 20 Castle 
Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2EG
And a copy thereof to:
(i) The Controller of Audit, Accounts Commission, 
 18 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2QU
(ii) Any officer concerned, and
(iii) To me, the undersigned, not later than 16 August 2010.

Where a person objects to the Accounts the Auditor shall, if so 
requested by that person, afford to that person an opportunity of 
appearing before and being heard by the Auditor with respect to 
objection.

J. White, FCMA Chartered FCIPD, Treasurer
Dunbartonshire and Argyll and Bute Valuation Joint Board

Garshake Road DUMBARTON G82 3PU

The Oban & District Disability Forum 
and Access Panel Incorporating Shop 

Mobility Oban Ltd

AGM
Tuesday 10th August 2010 at 1pm 

in the Shop Mobility Cabin.

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND
NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A828 SUTHERLANDS GROVE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined that
their proposal to carry out improvement works, located along a 1.296 km
section of the A828 Trunk Road north of Barcaldine in Argyll and Bute is:
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council
Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council;
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) of
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive
but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the
Directive it should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment
in accordance with the Directive, and accordingly the project does not require
the publication of an Environmental Statement.
G EDMOND
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Trunk Roads Network Management, 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.
29 June 2010

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ennstone Thistle Ltd

BONAWE QUARRY

ROAD USERS PLEASE NOTE THAT, 
STARTING SUNDAY 11TH JULY 2010, 

ENNSTONE THISTLE WILL BE 
SUPPLYING MATERIALS TO THE WORKS 
BEING CARRIED OUT OVERNIGHT AT 
SUTHERLANDS GROVE ON THE A828.
THIS WILL REQUIRE HEAVY GOODS 

VEHICLE ACTIVITY TO AND FROM THE 
SITE OUTWITH NORMAL HOURS ON THE 
BONAWE ROAD AND GLEN SALLOCH.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the 
location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory 
Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 29/07/2010

•Ref No: 10/00964/PP
Applicant: Director of Community Services Argyll and Bute Council
Proposal: Demolition of 2 modular classrooms and 2 small classrooms and replace with 2 modular 
buildings comprising of 3 classrooms
Site Address: Oban High School Soroba Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4JB
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00998/PP
Applicant: Robert Templeton McKay
Proposal: Change of use from Class 1 and Class 3 to sui generis hot food takeaway (retrospective)
Site Address: 9 Stafford Street Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5NJ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01000/PP
Applicant: Mr David Gunn
Proposal: Alteration and change of use from farm steading to dwelling house
Site Address: Hynish Farm Steadings Hynish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UD
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8ST. An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig 
PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on 
Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be 
made to Planning and Regulatory Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by 
the 30/07/2010

•Ref No: 10/00740/PP
Applicant: Mr Neil Maclean
Proposal: Erection of 3 x 15 kilowatt wind turbines
Site Address: Land North East Of Ballymeanach Portnahaven Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA47 7SY
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven

•Ref No: 10/01062/PPP
Applicant: Mr Willy Inglis
Proposal: Site for the erection of 2no dwelling houses (plots 3 and 4) and upgrading existing 
private access road.
Site Address: Meadowbank Keills Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA46 7RF
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Askaig

Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8ST. An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils website
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below and by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to Lorn House 
Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE

DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/01001/LIB
Applicant: Mr David Gunn
Proposal: Alteration and change of use from farm steading to dwelling house
Site Address: Hynish Farm Steadings Hynish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UD
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered 
a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under 
the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published 
on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to 
the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

DEVELOPMENT AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
(VARIOUS STREETS, OBAN)
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2010
On Monday 5th July 2010, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any 
person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle, with the exception of vehicles engaged 
in the roadworks or emergency service vehicles on any of the roads as described in the Schedule 
hereto in order to permit resurfacing works to be carried out on Miller Road, Glencruitten Drive, 
Quarry Road and Sinclair Drive, Oban. 
This Order, which will be effective when indicated by signs, will come into operation on the dates 
and times indicated in the Schedule hereto or until the works are completed, whichever may be 
the earlier.

SCHEDULE

PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC
a. 19th July to 24th July 2010 between 0800 hours and 1800 hours
Name of Road in Oban Extent of Restriction
Miller Road Entire Length
Glencruitten Drive From its junction with Miller Road to its junction with Knipoch Place.
Diversion route: Via Soroba Road, Glencruitten Road, and Mossfield Avenue, or vice versa.
b. 26th July to 29th July between 0800 hours and 1800 hours
Quarry Road The entire length
Diversion route: Via Miller Road, Soroba Road and Glencruitten Road or vice versa.
c. 28th July to 3rd August between 0800 hours and 1800 hours
Sinclair Drive The entire length
Diversion route: Via Soroba Road, Glencruitten Road and Quarry Road or vice versa.
Lochgilphead: 5th July 2010
This is the Schedule referred to in the foregoing Order “The Argyll and Bute Council (Various Streets, 
Oban)(Temporary Prohibition of Traffic) Order 2010”

Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, Development and Infrastructure Services, 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY ; 
online at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards 
Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  

Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their 
letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 

representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

10/02162/FUL

10/02221/LBC

10/02224/FUL

10/02453/FUL

10/02511/FUL

10/02579/FUL

10/02603/PIP

10/02607/FUL

10/02680/FUL

10/02685/FUL

10/02686/PIP

10/02698/FUL

10/02720/FUL

Development Address

Site 70m North East of 
Clanranald
Acharacle

Flat 3
The Courtyard
Achnacarry
Spean Bridge

Land in Garden Ground to 
South of New House
Onich

Lochaline Primary School
Lochaline
Morvern

Land 25m North East of 
Craigard
Banavie

57 Locheil Road
Inverlochy
Fort William

130m South East of Tarbert 
House
Salen
Acharacle

Ferry Cottage
Old Ferry Road
North Ballachulish
Onich
Fort William

70m West of
The Caledonian Hotel
Achintore Road
Fort William

Land 70m South East of 
Oransay
Back of Keppoch
Arisaig

Land 55m SE of Tigh Nam 
Beithe
Braeroy Road
Roy Bridge

Orchy Villa
Alma Road
Fort William

Barn 30m North of 
Farmhouse
Annat View
Corpach
Fort William

Proposal Description

Temporary siting of two 
caravans for forestry 
workers

Chimney head to be 
demolished and taken 
down below roof level and 
slated over

Erection of new dwelling 
house

Re-development of school

Demolition of derelict 
outbuilding and erection of 
new house with garage

Installation of domestic air 
source heat pump

Erection of house

Extension to rear of existing 
cottage to form a new 
living area, bedroom and 
bathroom

Change of use of 
outhouse into Manager’s 
accommodation

Erection of house

Proposed Dwelling House

Change of use to house of 
multiple occupation

Extension and conversion of 
barn to house and siting of 
caravan during construction

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
Regulation 5 - affecting 
the character of a listed 
building (21 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Planning and Development Service
eplanning@Highland1, PO Box 5740, The Highland Council, Inverness IV1 9DH

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS, 1985
Notice is hereby given that an Abstract of Accounts of Argyll & Bute Council for the period of 
12 months to 31st March 2010 duly made up, balanced and signed, will be deposited in the offices of the Council at the 
following locations.
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Dalriada House, Lochgilphead; Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; 
Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, Rothesay; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane 
Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours); Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes Street, Helensburgh.
The Accounts will be open to Public Inspection during business hours from Friday 23rd July 2010 until Thursday 12th 
August 2010 inclusive.
In terms of Section 101 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1973 as amended by Section 10 of the Rating & Valuation 
(Amendment) (Scotland) Act, 1984, any persons interested may inspect the Accounts to be audited and all books, deeds, 
contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating thereto, and make copies of all or any part of the Accounts and those other 
documents.  All enquiries relating to the access of these documents should be made to the Head of Strategic Finance, 
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any interested persons may also object to the Accounts of the local authority or to any part of these Accounts by
a) sending an objection in writing, together with a statement of the grounds thereof, by 12th August 
 2010 to the Controller of Audit, 110 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4LH and to Sarah Howard, Grant 
 Thornton, 1-4 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 8LQ
b) sending a copy of that objection and statement to the undersigned and to any relevant officer.
Any objector may request to be heard by the auditors with respect of that objection and any such person may so appear 
to be heard either personally or by a representative.

Sally Loudon, Chief Executive 
8 July 2010

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

UK PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNTY CONSTITUENCY

6 MAY 2010 
RETURNS AND DECLARATIONS AS TO CANDIDATES’ EXPENSES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Returns and Declarations as to Candidates’ Election Expenses, including the 
accompanying documents, in respect of the above Election held on 6 May 2010 may be inspected at Argyll and Bute 
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT, between the hours of 10am and 4pm (Monday to Friday).

The fee payable for a copy of any such Return, Declaration or document shall be at the rate of 20p for each side of each page.

This notice is given subject to the explanation that no Return and Declaration has been delivered by the undernoted candidate 
and who stood nominated at the UK Parliamentary Election.

CANDIDATE (DESCRIPTION)

John Black, Scottish Jacobite Party [THE]

SALLY LOUDON, Returning Officer, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT

MOTORS
Fish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER

=
£139

SAVE OVER 34%

+
Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
worth

£95

Fish Farmer
Digital
Edition
1 year
subscription

Total Value

All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50

See page 21 for more 
Motors and Drive Times
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HOUSE KEEPER
FOR PRIVATE LODGE ON HIGHLAND 

SPORTING ESTATE
Located approximately 30 minutes from Grantown-on-Spey.

& trustworthy individual for live in house keeper position.
Remuneration is subject to experience with a 

competitive package.
Please apply in writing enclosing a CV and references 

(professional & personal) to: Bidwells, Alder House, 
Cradlehall Business Park, Inverness, IV2 5GH

Email: lucy.stjohnston@bidwells.co.uk | Tel: 01463 796050
Previous applicants need not apply.

ADVERTISING 
SALES

EXECUTIVES
Salary £16,000 - £20,000 (dependent on experience)

Due to continued development we are looking to recruit several new 

advertising sales executives, based in Oban, to further strengthen our 

existing team and work across our various publications.

If you are lively, energetic and enjoy meeting people we’d love to hear 

from you.

You will be responsible for selling in print advertising face to face to a wide 

variety of organisations and businesses. Excellent communication skills, 

enthusiasm, creativity, computer literacy and a professional approach are 

imperative along with a local knowledge of the Argyll area. You will be 

able to identify sales opportunities and work towards set deadlines and 

targets.

Sales experience would be preferable, however, a good knowledge and 

understanding of the business market place will be considered.

Full clean driving licence is essential as some travelling will be required.

In addition to salary, we off er attractive commission, bonus potential, 

group personal pension plan, life and medical insurance.

If you think this job is for you,  please e-mail your C.V and a letter 
of application to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

www.obantimes.co.uk

SHERI`S HEADQUARTERS 
Kinlochleven & Fort William 

Part/Full time.
Call in CONFIDENCE

Sheri Murphy
Telephone 07909963667 or 01855831297

Handyman/Driver
Reliability & punctuality required. 
No specific qualifications or skills 

required.  Exceeds minimum wage.
Please contact Arlene/Brenda

Lynn of Lorne Care Home, Benderloch
Tel: 01631 720278

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

DEPUTY EDITOR
£33k + Audi A3 + personal pension plan 

+ BUPA + life assurance cover.
The Oban Times is looking for a dynamic senior journalist with proven 
editorial and managerial skills to play a pivotal role in the continuing 
development of the largest selling weekly newspaper in the West 
Highlands. The position is based in Oban.
The successful applicant will help maintain and develop The Oban 
Times’ high reputation for quality editorial.
In addition to in-depth editorial experience and a flair for story 
selection, design, headlines and page layout, candidates must 
have an excellent news sense and be fully qualified with a sound 
knowledge of Scottish journalistic law
The ability to deputise for the editor and organise the Oban and 
district newsrooms is essential along with an active interest in on-line 
developments. A full current driving licence is essential.
Location: Oban. 

Please send an informative letter plus full C.V. 
to Ali Arden by email: ali@obantimes.co.uk

SENIOR REPORTER
C£20k+ (dependent on experience) 

+ personal pension plan + BUPA + life assurance cover.
Are you a multi-skilled and experienced Senior Journalist looking for 
an exciting change of career?
The Oban Times is the West Highlands best selling weekly paid-for 
newspaper. We require a journalist with flair and drive with at least four 
years experience in newspapers.
Sub Editor experience an advantage. Driving licence essential.
Location: Oban. 

Please send an informative letter plus full C.V. to 
Ali Arden by email: ali@obantimes.co.uk

PART TIME COOK AND 
BANK KITCHEN ASSISTANTS

Reliability & punctuality required.

Please contact Arlene/Brenda
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, Benderloch

Tel: 01631 720278

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer of high quality Scottish salmon. The 
company is engaged in all stages of the value chain of farming Atlantic salmon from smolt production 
through to harvesting, processing, packing and sales. We are committed to high standards of animal 
welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.
We are currently recruiting for two Environmental Department posts TO COVER MATERNITY 
LEAVE to be located at Cairndow, Argyll or Stornoway in Western Isles, or Strome at Lochcarron 
(but to cover all Lighthouse Caledonia sites throughout Scotland).
We are seeking outstanding individuals to play major roles in development and implementation of 
environmental policies. An excellent knowledge of current environmental principles and legislation 
and their application in the workplace is essential. The posts would be suitable for people currently 
working within the environmental sector but more importantly we are looking for individuals with the 
dedication to drive through achievable improvements in environmental sustainability.  
Assistant Environmental Manager – (Ref: AEM/CW/10/1)
(Salary £35,020 based on 40 hours per week)
We have a full time position, covering maternity leave (lasting approx 1 year). Reporting to 
the Environmental Manager, the position entails managing and maintaining the Company’s 

development of potential new sites. You will be required to manage and co-ordinate the 
Local Authority Planning Process development applications, to facilitate regular meetings 
with regulatory bodies (including SEPA), local government, authority and Crown Estate. To 
produce reports to a high standard and gather information required to make applications to 
regulatory bodies. You will also be required to liaise with contractors to ensure maintenance 
of all equipment relating to site surveys and H & S. To produce necessary documentation 
regarding budgetary and strategic objectives.

(Salary £28,840 based on 40 hours per week)
We have a full time position, covering maternity leave (lasting approx 1 year). Reporting to the 
Environmental Manager,  the position is to manage and coordinate the transfer of all marine 
farm sites currently holding Crown Estate seabed leases to Local Authority Planning Controls 
(as per Scottish Government Review Process). The position also requires you to synchronise 
planning and planning reviews and produce reports to a high standard and gather information 
as required. Along with auditing, analysing, reporting and oral presentation of environmental 
applications to internal and external clients and regulatory bodies. In addition, to manage 
contractors operating within your area of control and liaise with departmental managers within 
the Lighthouse Caledonia. 
A full, clean driving licence is also essential for both of the above positions. 

HR Department, 
Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 435

The applicant must possess a “can do” attitude and 
the motivation to study whilst working.

We offer a competitive salary, pension plan, 
corporate gym membership, health insurance 

5 Argyll Square,  OBAN
Argyll  PA34 4AZ

Yard Supervisor - Lochgilphead
An enthusiastic person with good organisational 

skills, a commitment to excellent customer service 
and supervisory experience is required to join the 

team at this busy branch.

 You must be able to motivate people, and be 
capable of providing training wherever necessary. 
An in-depth knowlege of the building trade and 

products is essential as you will be needed to give 
advice and information to customers. You will be 

meticulous and systematic in your organisation and 
documetation of goods and staff workloads.

Phone for an application and job description to 
John Vallis 01546 602071

ASSISTANT FARM MANAGER 
LOCH LOCHY

Salary - £22,605 - £24,660 per annum plus overtime

Marine Harvest are currently looking for a key 
individual to assist with the management and 
development of their farming operations at the 
Company’s Freshwater site at Loch Lochy, near Fort William.
The ideal candidate should have several years’ practical experience in salmon 
farming, preferably in Freshwater production, with a minimum of one year’s 
management experience.  Leadership combined with strong inter-personal, 
planning and computer skills are just some of the attributes required for this 
post.  A valid driving licence is also essential.  

in order to satisfy the demands of the role within the wider business.  
If you would like to be considered for this post, please apply in writing no 
later than Friday 23rd July 2010 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, 
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial 
Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT. 

Iain A MacKinnon (Haulage)

For nationwide haulage including collection and 
delivery of general goods and timber, 

nights out and west coast islands work.
Driver must be over 25 years of age with at least 2 

years experience and no more than 6 points.
Competitive salary.

Please apply in writing by Friday 16th July to: -

Tel: 07767402937
E-mail: mackinnonhaulage@tireebroadband.com

Commercial Contracts Manager
Fort William

HWE are Scotland’s leading Biomass Heating Specialists, our Projects 
Team provides turn-key biomass heating solutions throughout Scotland 
on a design/build basis for a variety of clients.

Exciting plans for growth necessitate the recruitment of a Commercial 
Contracts Manager to head our ‘Projects’ team.  Reporting to the 

and loss operational responsibility for this Business Unit.  This will 
include pricing and contracts management, bottom line performance 
and on-time, high quality delivery of projects to our client’s satisfaction.  
The personal management of major contracts and clients is an essential 
part of this role, as is the ability to win new and repeat business.

Operationally, you will be responsible for the overall management of 
contracts operations including, design, project management and site 
operations. Commercially you will be playing a major role in helping 
enhance the Company Brand whilst generating revenue and margin.

You should be able to demonstrate a track record in a similar role and 
have an engineering background, ideally with mechanical/electrical or 
building services engineering.

This is a fantastic opportunity to play a leading role in helping grow 
an established business in one of the most exciting sectors of the 
Renewables market.

Based at our new HQ, idyllically situated in Fort William, the ‘outdoor 
capital of the UK’, the role will involve some travel throughout the 
country.

A competitive salary with bonus incentive will be offered.  To apply send 
full c.v. together with current salary to gail@greenburn.co.uk  

Closing date for applications is 23rd July.

We are on target to create homes and places 
across Argyll & Bute where people want to live.
Can you help us achieve that vision?

Investment Manager
(3 year Fixed Term)  Lochgilphead
Salary Grade 3 (£37985-£42206 per annum), 
plus excellent benefits including final salary pension, 
35 hours per week

Due to an impending flexible retirement, The Association 
has an opportunity  to recruit an experienced Investment 
Manager,  to  ensure the effective delivery of  the 
Association’s investment programme in our housing 
stock, in conjunction with the Association’s Local 
Managers, tenants, consultants and contractors. 

For further information and a recruitment pack:

• Go to the Recruitment section of the Association’s 
website at www.acha.co.uk ;
• Email fiona.connor@acha.co.uk ; or
• Contact the HR & Corporate Services Department, 

63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, 
Tel No 01546 604098,  

Closing Date for Applications: 12 noon on Friday 23rd July 2010
Interviews will be held on: Friday 6th August 2010

This post will be subject to an enhanced 
Disclosure Scotland check.

ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community and is committed to promoting equal opportunities. 

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.

The Scottish SPCA, Scotland’s animal charity 
wishes to recruit an Auxiliary Inspector, for service 
in the Fort William area. 
An Auxiliary Inspector is a volunteer, recompensed 
through an allowance scale, who will assist the local 
Inspector on a call-out basis. Practical experience of 
working with animals and a keen interest in animal 
welfare are essential.  You will require excellent 
customer care skills.
A full, preferably clean, Driving Licence is essential 
as is your own car. This position is subject to a 
Standard Disclosure Scotland check.
For an application form and for further information 
please contact Laura Davies, Administration 
Assistant on 01383 841033 or e-mail to Careers@
scottishspca.org.  The closing date is Friday 16 
July 2010.  If you have not received a response by 
Friday 30 July 2010, unfortunately you have been 
unsuccessful on this occasion.
Scottish Charity No SCO06467

AVON 
Representatives 

wanted, 

ALL AREAS.

Call/Text 
‘AVON’ to 

07870602292.

Isle of Eriska Hotel
Benderloch

Five Star Hotel is seeking an Estate Manager.  
Full time position, 5 day week including some weekend 

work, hours 8-4.30.    Own transport essential.
Responsible for managing team to maintain grounds 
and buildings, supervise stock control and deliveries, 

company health and safety policy.
Please apply in writing to:
Mr B Buchanan-Smith

Isle of Eriska
Benderloch
PA37 1SD

email Beppo@eriska-hotel.co.uk



Thursday 8 July, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19NEWS
OT

Banavie Primary School held its end of year prize-giving ceremony last Wednesday. Special guests Isobel and 
Linda Campbell presented P7 pupil Zoe Smith with the Endeavour Trophy, which was donated to the school 
by the Campbell family. The ceremony also saw the school say goodbye to the P7s, who will start at Lochaber 
High School after the summer. 10_f28banavie01

Skye extension 
and flats plan gets 
green light
A SKYE businessman has 
been given permission to 
build an extension behind 

top.
Broadford and Strath 

Community Council 
objected to Adam 
MacDonald’s scheme 
for The Waterfront in 
Broadford, saying it would 
cause congestion and the 
design was inappropriate 
for the area. But Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber planning 
councillors ruled the 
changes would not increase 
use of the commercial 
premises and gave Mr 
MacDonald the go-ahead.

Fort William RC Primary held its end of term awards last week. The pupils received trophies, 
medals and certificates for their achievements throughout the school year. Awards included 
certificates for eco-committee members, sporting winners and happiness certificates. Aoife 
Tangney won the Citizenship award. 10_f28awards02

Caledonian Canal 
Ceilidh Trail 
launched
THE NINTH Caledonian 
Canal Ceilidh Trail was 

Tomnahurich Bridge, 
Inverness, on Tuesday.

The July 12 to August 
6 event features top 
performers from the 
Highland Council traditional 
music project playing 
aboard the Jacobite Queen
and onshore at venues along 
the length of the canal.

The trail is organised 
by Highland Council and 
partly funded by British 
Waterways (Scotland).

A RE-INVIGORATED 
committee with many new 
members has resulted in a 
change of date and some 
new exciting additions to 
the Isle of Skye Agricultural 
Show in Portree this year. 

The event at King George 

held on Saturday August 
14 - a week later than the 

Blàs Festival 
headliners
ALY BAIN and Phil 
Cunningham, Shooglenifty 
and Skerryvore will 
headline this year’s Blàs 
Festival from September 
3-12.

Donnie Munro, Anna 
Massie and Lochaber 
musicians Iain MacFarlane 
and Ingrid Henderson will 
also perform at the 80-event 
celebration of Gaelic and 
Scots traditional music 
and song, staged at venues 
across the Highlands.

SGOIL Shamraidh Dhràma, the 
Gaelic Drama Summer School, is 
staging a performance at the Aros 
Centre, Portree, next Thursday.

The show will feature productions 
by young actors currently learning 
professional-level theatre skills at 

the 2010 summer school at Portree 
High School. The youngsters, 
aged between 14 and 18, are being 
tutored by actors Catrìona Lexy 
Campbell, Daibhidh Walker and 
Roddy Nicolson under the artistic 
direction of stage and screen actor 

Artair Donald. Sgoil co-ordinator 
Dougie Beck said: ‘This is an 
exciting time for Gaelic drama. 
There is a lot going on in schools 
and community drama is starting 
to get back on its feet again.’ 

The show starts at 7.30pm.

ORGANISERS of the UCI 
Mountain Bike World Cup 

winning event will return to 
Fort William for a tenth year 
in 2011.

The news consolidates 
the annual downhill biking 
spectacular’s reputation as 
one of the biggest and best 
celebrations of cycle sport in 
the world. 

Around 18,000 fans and 
families attended this year’s 
world cup at Nevis Range 
on June 5-6 to enjoy an 
action-packed weekend 
of mountain bike racing, 
entertainment and live music 
in the sunshine. 

The 2010 cyclefest 
provided an estimated 
£2.4 million boost for the 
Highlands, taking the total 

Ben Cathro, left, and Joe Barnes: likely starters in 
next year’s UCI Mountain Bike World Cup.

generated by the World Cup 
to around £16.5 million since 
its inception in 2002.

Planning is now already 
underway for the 2011 event 
on June 4-5, when hundreds 
of world-class riders are set 
to return to the slopes of 
Aonach Mor.

Mike Jardine of organisers 
Rare Management said: 
‘Once again the fans, an 
upgraded course that is a 
global benchmark and the 
Highland weather inspired 
an amazing show from the 
world’s best riders. 

‘The excitement and 
enjoyment of the whole 
weekend was capped by a 
thrilling win from Britain’s 
Gee Atherton in the men’s 
downhill, with sister Rachel 
Atherton taking second 

in the women’s race, the 
perfect result for one of the 
best events since the World 

Fort William in 2002.
‘After nine years of hosting 

the World Cup, Fort William 

itself on the UCI Mountain 
Bike calendar and we look 
forward to celebrating a 
decade of the event with 
some special plans already 
in the pipeline for next year’s 
tenth anniversary.’

Highlands riders Joe 
Barnes, from Fort William, 
and Benderloch’s Ben Cathro 
are likely to be among the 
challengers.

Cathro was heading for a 
top six in last month’s race 
until his chain gave way 

Banavie Primary School prizewinners honoured

the month. The date change 
has been prompted by a 

events reducing the pool of 
judges and trade stands able 
to attend.

Daring
One of the exciting new 

additions to the programme 
is  ‘Chariots of Fire’ - a daring 
display of horsemanship, 
featuring horses driven 

Isle of Skye Pipe Band is 

attractions will be announced 
in coming weeks.

The full list of classes will 
be advertised shortly and 
new competitors are always 
encouraged in both the sheep 
and cattle sections. 

Novice sections for many 
sheep sections will be a 

feature this year, while the 
horse classes are also being 
refreshed and updated by 
new committee members.

Show secretary Neil 
MacLean said: ‘We are 
excited to have so many new 
members with fresh ideas 
supporting long serving 
committee members. 

‘We anticipate the 2010 
show will be the best yet.’

Exciting new additions to 
Skye agricultural show

Mountain
Bike World 
Cup back for 
tenth year

Winners from Fort William Primary’s end of term awards ceremony. 10_f28awards02

Drama school stages Portree show

Islanders to get say 
on future 
AN ISLE of Skye 
community is looking to 
hire an ‘animateur’ to help it 
produce a development plan 
capable of attracting cash 
from potential funders.

The three-month post, 
starting later this year, 
will see the successful 
candidate canvass residents 
of Camuscross and Duisdale 
on what the plan should 
include. Camuscross and 
Duisdale Initiative director 
Graeme MacKenzie said: 
‘We have been advised we 
should have a townships 
development plan in place, 
which would allow us to 
get funding for projects to 

‘The title of the job is 
an animateur - someone 
who can go around the 
community to collate 
people’s views on what they 
want for the place. Their 
priorities would then be 
included in the development 
plan.’

He added: ‘We have had 
one or two applications for 
the job.’

Cold caller   
warning
POLICE are warning the 
public to be on their guard 
after cold callers offered 
Lochaber householders a 
computer report and virus 
removal service via ‘remote 
access’.

Anyone receiving similar 
calls is urged not to make 
payment for work under-
taken until the call can be 

they are sure of the ‘service’ 
offered.

Constable Colin Marshall 
of Fort William police said 
personal computer details 
could also be at risk.

Rotary school 
competition
winners
WINNERS of two Rotary 
Club of Lochaber schools 
competitions, themed on 
the environment, have been 
announced.

Joey Baker from Mallaig 
High School submitted 
the best secondary schools 

account of a tsunami 
experience.

In the primary schools 
poetry competition P4/5 
winner was Rosie Clark, 
Banavie, with Alexandra W 
McKeown, Banavie, runner 
up.

Spean Bridge pupils Grace 
MacIntosh and Emma 

second in the P6/7 section. 
Rotarian Sheana Fraser said 
it was hoped to publish the 
winning entries in the near 
future.

NEVIS Range ski resort had its 
busiest June since it opened in 

this week.
Visitor numbers for the month 

to the Nevis Range mountain 
gondola totalled 38,000, with the 
UCI Mountain Bike World Cup 
on June 5-6 and the UK leg of 
the motorcycle SPEA FIM Trial 
World Championship on June 25-
27 helping to shatter last year’s 
record of 35,500.

any skiers or snowboarders, but the 
resort had its busiest snowsports 
season since 2001 with almost 
35,000 taking to the slopes.

Nevis Range managing director 
Marian Austin said: ‘We had an 
extremely busy winter and now 

summer.  Two international events 
taking place have contributed to 

our visitor numbers are looking 

healthy. We’ve been working hard 
to make our business sustainable 
on an all-year-round basis and to 
offer a wider variety of activities 
to our customers.

‘Last year we opened a new 
cross-country bike trail accessed 
by gondola, which is the only one 
of its kind in the UK. And this 
year we’re building a high ropes 
course, High Wire Adventure, 

later this month.’

THE GREAT-GRANDSON of a 
hero of the land reform movement 
is sounding a horn his forefather 
used in the rebellion to rally clans 
to a homecoming on Skye.

John MacPherson of Glendale 
used the horn to summon crofters 
to meetings and warn them of 
approaching government troops 
during the ultimately successful 
‘Crofters’ War’ in the 1880s.

He was one of the Glendale 
Martyrs jailed during the 
uprisings, but helped pave the 
way for new laws giving crofters 
security of tenure. 

Now Iain MacPherson will 
symbolically blow the horn to 
welcome hundreds of locals and 
visitors with connections to the 
area to the Glendale Trust’s ‘Come 

Home to Glendale’ on July 23-

event on international geneology 
websites to reach descendents of 
the Glendale rebels. 

Trust chairman Ian Blackford, 
a former City fund manager 
who now runs a management 
consultancy from his Glendale 
home, said: ‘Glendale has a unique 
story to tell. Our homecoming 
weekend will allow all of us to 
celebrate the achievements of 
the Glendale Martyrs but also to 

our lives today. 
‘Of course the gathering in 

Glendale will also be a fantastic 
occasion where people will meet 
to tell stories, renew friendships 
and enjoy the character of the 

people of Glendale.’ The event 
will feature an audio walk 
around the community’s most 
historically important features, 
narrated by BBC historian and 
presenter Neil Oliver, a cultural 
evening with historic talks, an 
exhibition of Highland artefacts 

the early 1900s, sporting events 
and a ceilidh. 

Mr Oliver said the celebration 

‘For communities to remember 
and celebrate and teach the wider 
community about their own 

The Glendale Trust hopes to 
establish a permanent exhibition 
in a heritage centre in the 
mothballed school.

Iain MacPherson: will sound the horn of his famous ancestor.

Nevis Range enjoys busiest 
June since opening in 1989

Famous horn to sound       
again to welcome
visitors back to Glendale 
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AN ISLE of Skye community 
company is planning a 
celebration ceilidh to mark 
its acquisition of a local 
reservoir.

Camuscross and Duisdale 
Initiative (CDI) directors 
are still waiting for lawyers 
to complete the paperwork 
transferring ownership of Allt 
Duisdale reservoir to them 
from Scottish Water - but 
once that process is complete 
the Sleat community will 
pop the champagne corks.

Once CDI becomes the 
owner, work will start on its 
ambitious scheme to harness 
the reservoir for hydro 
electricity to power local 
homes.

First task will be to apply 
for funding from Community 
Energy Scotland to produce 
a detailed business plan 

THE GLENGARRY Centre in Fort William has a bright 
new artwork thanks to the joint efforts of a local artist and 
the centre’s users.

The 8ft by 5ft mural, unveiled last Thursday, was produced 
after centre manager Pete Harrop approached Corpach-
based artist Felicity Nightingale last year to ask her to draw 
up a plan for the artwork.

Felicity drew up a rough outline incorporating ideas from 
the centre’s users, who then got down to work to create the 
mural, which includes an aeroplane, a wind farm and the 
Loch Ness Monster. Around eight people in all contributed 
to the mural, which will hang in the front area of the centre 
to welcome visitors.

The centre, at 125 High Street, is a drop-in facility for 
individuals and families affected by mental health issues.

THE TRIAL of two men accused 
of a serious assault whilst on bail 
will take place at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on July 19.

Gary Dickson, aged 34, of 
8 Glendale Road, and Jason 
McWilliams, 33, of 5 Nevis Road, 
both Kinlochleven, are accused 

of assaulting David MacMillan 
to severe injury and endangering 
his life on March 24 at 3 Glendale 
Road.

Both of the accused deny the 
charges. A total of 23 witnesses 
have been citied to appear at the 
trial.

THE P3/4 enterprise committee 
at Ballachulish Primary School
has made a contribution to 
providing some of the world’s 
poorest communities with safe 
clean drinking water - by selling 
copies of their ‘Yummy Scrummy
Cookbook’.

The children’s project was part 
of their class enterprise and raised 
£120 for Water Aid, thanks to 

strong sales in school and at the 
recent Ballachulish Gala Day.

Class teacher Morag Milne 
told The Oban Times: ‘It was the 
children’s own choice of charity. 

‘Some of them had got involved 
outside the school in doing things 
for Water Aid and felt it would be 
a worthy cause. They have worked 
really hard and they all did a great 
job.’

ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School’s recent open day raised 
more than £2,500.

Highlights included archery 
demonstrations, a pets’ parade and 
a falconry display.  

The school’s head teacher Chris 
Miller-Craig thanked parents and 
the community for their ‘generous 
support’.

Cash raised will go towards 
school trips and events.

Pensioner caught 
drink-driving
A LOCHABER pensioner 

from driving after being 
caught drink-driving.

Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard how Elizabeth
Jane MacDonald, 64, of 6 
Roshven View, Arisaig, had 

around 12.30am on Sunday
June 27 and left the house in 
the car.

After driving a few 
hundred yards along a street 
known locally as ‘the old 
road’ MacDonald changed 
her mind and headed back, 
but police pulled her over 
after noticing her erratic 
driving and a broken tail 
light on the car. MacDonald 
was found to be two-and-
a-half times over the legal 
blood-alcohol limit when 
breathalysed and admitted 
the offence. 

Sheriff Gordon Fleetwood 

driving for 16 months. 

INTERVIEWS take place 
on Muck tomorrow for a 

a replacement renewable 
energy scheme for the 
island.

The Oban Times understands 
three applicants, two from 
Scotland and one from 
England, will be interviewed 
for the 12-month job.

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is contributing 
£13,500 towards the post, 
which was advertised on 
a part-time self-employed 
basis at a salary of £22,000. 
Community Energy Scotland
is funding the remainder.

The successful candidate 
will be charged with 
ensuring Muck’s future 

A LOCHYSIDE RC Primary 
School teacher has retired 
after 44 years of service in 
primaries across Lochaber.

Helen MacDonald received 
a range of gifts from pupils 
and staff on Friday to 
mark her well-deserved 
retirement.

Mrs MacDonald began 
her teaching career in 
Kilmonivaig School,

New Fort                   
William
guesthouse gets 
go-ahead
A FORT William 
guesthouse owner has won 
approval for a new seven-
bedroom guesthouse in 
the grounds of his existing 
establishment.

Mark MacLean proposes 
to build the two and a 
half storey house next to 
Berkeley House on Belford 
Road.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber
planning committee 

local residents objecting 
they would lose their view, 
but decided the proposal 
would be a boost to local 
tourist accommodation.

New Caol flats 
approved
HIGHLAND Council plans 

have been approved.
The new affordable 

accommodation, earmarked 
for the site of the former 
health centre on Kilmallie 

a council house building 
programme funded by the 
Scottish Government. 

Ross, Skye and Lochaber
planning councillors ruled 
developing the vacant 

surrounding area.
The former health centre 

and adjacent garages will be 
demolished to make way for 
the new development, which 
includes parking spaces and 
a communal garden.

Caledonian Canal 
in holiday spotlight
THE CALEDONIAN Canal 
is at the centre of a major 
TV and radio marketing 
campaign this week to 
encourage more Scots to 
holiday at home.

The £250,00 VisitScotland
and British Waterways 
Scotland (BWS) campaign 
is expected to generate 
£7.5 million. Steve Dunlop 
from BWS said: ‘Many 
people who use the canal 
are Scottish residents and 
the ‘staycation’ trend is 
becoming more apparent. 
The Caledonian Canal is a 
great place to start.’ 

Helen MacDonald, who is retiring this summer, pictured with Lochyside RC Primary School pupils.

followed by some years 
teaching in Roy Bridge 
Primary School.

She worked in several local 
primary schools as a supply 
teacher, and started as an 
infant teacher in Lochyside
RC Primary School in 
August 1998.

Lochyside head teacher 
Violet Smith said: ‘Mrs 
MacDonald has been an 

excellent teacher, displaying 
very many personal qualities, 
which are much admired by 
pupils and staff.

‘She has a genuine empathy 
with children and she has 
always strived to inspire and 
encourage each individual 
child in his or her learning.

‘Her vast experience, 
commitment, dedication 
and enthusiasm have always 

been evident in her teaching. 
She is much respected by 
everyone at the school and 
has been a valuable member 
of our staff over the past 12 
years. Our good wishes for 
the future go with her as she 
leaves the school this week.

‘She will be very much 
missed by everyone at 
Lochyside RC Primary 
School.’

electricity supply through 
the replacement of two 
ageing 20kw wind turbines 
and new solar panels. 
Muck’s existing turbines are 
no longer manufactured and 
no spare parts are available.

Undertaking research and 
community consultation and 
co-ordinating the design, 
tendering and installation of 

commissioning are all part 
of the brief.

The new turbines will have 
the same generation capacity. 
The island uses diesel 
generators to supplement its 

renewables system, which 
unlike Eigg does not include 
a hydro electric scheme.

Isle of Muck Community 
Enterprise Ltd director 
Ewen MacEwen said: ‘The 

focus on the fund raising and 
delivery of the system. He 
or she will have 12 months 
to do it. There will be no 
extension of the contract.’

The island has a permanent 
population of around 35. In 

than double as holidaymakers 
arrive to stay in holiday lets, 
hotels and guesthouses. 

Other holiday
accommodation on Muck 
includes a bunkhouse and a 
canvas Mongolian yurt.

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Challenge to 
deliver new 
energy scheme  

Ballachulish pupils Jodie Daynes, Rhiona 
MacLauchlan, Dawn Beaton and Connor MacKenzie: 
proud of their fund-raising effort for Water Aid.

Lochyside bids farewell to teacher 

Glengarry Centre manager Pete Harrop and centre 
users Piers Trusse, left, and John Northover present 
Felicity Nightingale with flowers in front of the new 
mural. 10_f28mural01

All hands on deck to 
create centre artwork

measurements, detailed plans 

It is hoped the professionally 
produced dossier will 
convince funders, trusts and 

CDI will also set up a 
biodiversity management 
group to ensure the reservoir 
and its hydro scheme is 

community ownership.
End in sight

Director Graeme 
MacKenzie said the lawyers 
were taking their time, but 
the end was in sight. 

‘Our plans are to hold a wee 

through,’ he said.
CDI secured the £6,457 

needed to buy Allt Duisdale 
in April, thanks to a major 
grant from Awards for All.

Reservoir deal 
almost sealed
Celebration ceilidh planned on Skye

Ardnamurchan High School open day raises £2,500

Two charged with serious assault whilst on bail

Ballachulish cookbook dishes 
up £120 to Water Aid
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MITCHELL 23 1972 GRP 
SIMULATED CLINKER

£10,000

Yanmar 30H.P engine, new shaft, prop, hyd steering, 
Radar, sounder.  Good condition.  Seen Tighnabruaich.

Tel: 01369 830726

£4,100

155 hp 4 tec 2004  1500cc  
4 stroke 3 seats with trailer 

and cover, excellent condition.

Tel: 07875079274 
email:

michalradom@
op.pl

JET SKI 
SEADOO GTX

£495

1994 long MOT and 
taxed till October. Approx 
25000 miles, used daily, 
reliable economical bike.

Telephone: 
07918889184

APRILIA
PEGASO

£1095 o.n.o.

Excellent day boat with 
lifejackets oars anchor etc. 

Recently Antifouled. 
Trailer included.

Telephone: 
07850 676617

ORKNEY
SPINNER

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 
16 VALVE ACTIVE

£4,000 o.n.o.

a/c, 37,000 miles, 6 months taxed and MOTd

Tel: 07500591053 
or 01631 564339

Mower with Trailer - 
10 Cu. Ft. Capacity 
Domestic Use Only
Red/Black in Colour
Very Good Condition

Purchased in September 2008

OFFERS TO BE SUBMITTED 
IN WRITING TO

KINLOCHLEVEN COMMUNITY 
TRUST

Viewings Can Be Arranged 

Telephone:  01855 831779

MCCULLOCH
HURRICANE
12.5SD RIDE 

ON LAWN

CLOSING DATE:  NOON 14TH 
JULY 2010

RENAULT TRAFFIC 
CAMPERVAN

£2500

MOT oct 2010 tax sept 2010 4 berth, height inside van 
1.92m van drives good 1700 petrol engine in good 

condition.

Tel: 07796308866

08 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab, full leather, roll bars, roller cover, black 50k  £12,950
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab pick-up, full spec, met silver, 40k £12,750
08 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, leather, roll bars, shutter cover, black, 60k.  £11950
08 MITSUBISHI L200Warrior double cab pick up, black  £11,250
07MITSUBISHI L200 Elegance double cab pick up auto full spec, leather, 40k  £11,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick up, leather, black, 47k  £11,750
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab pick up full spec met silver 50k  £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Club Cab pick-up 4wd, cd, black, 40k £8,750
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Club cab pick up 4wd, load liner, cd, white, 40k £7,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, canopy, grey  £9,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan double cab pick up, leather, full spec, grey  £8,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up Truckman canopy, white  £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life single cab, canopy, electric pack, air con, 40k  £7,950
04 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life double cab pick-up, canopy, met blue, 35k  £6950
57 NISSAN Navara Outlaw double cab pick up, silver, 45k  £11,950
07 NISSAN Navara King Cab pick-up, silver, alloys, air con, 40k £8,950
07 NISSAN Navara double cab pick up, e pack, cd player, met silver, tow bar £8,950
55 NISSAN Navara Outlaw King cab pick up, e/pack, cruise control, silver 60k  £7,950
08 FORD Transit 350 TDCi tipper pick-up, white  £9750
07 FORD Transit 350 TDCi Jumbo LWB hightop van, white  £7,950
56 FORD Transit 350 single cab tipper pick up, new shape, white, 55k  £8,950
55 FORD Transit 280 85 SWB Van, white, 50k, choice  £5,450
57 VAUXHALL Astra van club model, e/pck 6 speed, cd, met silver, 60k £5,950
07 VAUXHALL Combo CDTi 1.7 Crew Van SLD, rear seats, white  £4,750
05 LANDROVER Discovery 3 TDV6 Manual, 7 seater, full leather, met silver, no va £12,950
55 MERCEDES 311 CDI 12 Seat Mini Bus, mwb, high roof, sld, 60k, white £7,950
55 TOYOTA HILUX HL2 single cab picK up, 4wd, air con, e/pack, towbar, red  £7,450
98 NEW HOLLAND  95 wheeled excavator, 4 in 1 bucket, 4 wd, 4000 hrs, very clean £13,950
03 DAEWOO DSL602 Skid Steer, Q hitch bucket, 400 hours, very clean £5,950
05 NEW HOLLAND TC21 compact tractor, 4wd hst mid mount mower + grass collector 350 hrs  £8,450
05 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT TOURNEAU, LWB, Hightop, SLD, white, 60k  £5450 no vat

17.5%

£1295 o.n.o.

V Reg. (99)  64,816 miles
MOT 10.03.11
TAX 28.02.11

Excellent condition, 
sunroof and CD Player.

Telephone: 
07768280010

Oban

PEUGEOT
106 1.1 ZEST

£1350 o.n.o.

1.8 injection, 02 reg
9 months tax, 6 month MOT

85,000 miles, CD player
metallic silver, Full electric pack

Good condition for year
2 owners since new.

Telephone: 
07780 514399

FORD
MONDEO LX

22FT COLVIC 
SEAWORKER

£8950

Perkins 4108, 6.5 knots cruising.  ‘V’ bunks forward.  Extensively refitted.  Electric windlass 
(operated cabin or foredeck), colour chart plotter, Raymarine autopilot, VHF depth sounder, log, 

Hydraulic steering, dinghy davits, stern ladder, extended cabin cover.  8hp auxiliary outboard 
(unused).  Moored Crinan

Tel: 01546 886331

RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 1.2

£1,650 o.n.o.

First reg January 2002 
MOT February 2011 

Below average miles at 64,300

Tel: 07979 530405

PEUGEOT EXPERT VAN 
1.9D

£400 o.n.o.

V REG, SOUND BODYWORK,VERY RELIABLE VEHICLE.
TAXED & MOT SEPTEMBER, ROOF RACK, WOOD LINED

Tel: 07770675807 OR 01546 510267

£650 o.n.o.

S reg, 12 months MOT, 4 
good tyres, 90,000 miles, 
CD player, Good condition 
for year, Cheap road tax, 

insurance etc, 
Good on fuel.

Telephone: 
07799 164311

RENAULT MEGANE 
1.4E LIBERTE

ORKNEY
SPINNER 13

£1950 o.n.o.

Comes with oars and rollocks, 4hp evinrude
fully galvanised road tralier

all in good condition and ready for the sea
still got original gel coat.

Tel: 07796752974/01631564809

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2004 Ford Focus LX 1.6, 5 Door, Blue, 40,319 Miles...............................£3445
2003 Vauxhall Corsa Design Twinport 1.4, 5 Door, Blue, 52751 Miles ..£3175
2003 Vauxhall Astra Elegance 1.6, 5 Door, Blue, 42637 Miles ...............£2795
2004 Ford KA 1.3, 3 Door Hatchback, Blue, 32236 Miles .......................£2375
2003 Vauxhall Corsa Club, 1 Ltr, 3dr, Silver, 55817 Miles ........................£2375
2002 Vauxhall Astra Club 1.6, 5 Door, Silver, 69040 Miles ......................£2275
2000 Ford Focus Zetec 1.8, 5 Door, Green, 66969 Miles .......................£1975
Customer Vehicle 1996 Subaru Legacy GL 4WD 2Ltr, Silver ...................£750

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

£3,000 o.n.o.

17ft long
Galv. Trailer

Yamaha 115 hp V4 
engine

Mint condition.

Telephone: 
07739429845

FLETCHER
ARROW
STREAK

SPEED BOAT

DELL QUAY DORY

£1595 o.n.o.

Good fishing/ family boat, 25 hp Yamaha outboard
Indespension Trailer (new wheels /brgs)

Boat fully serviced painted and ready for water.

Tel: 07825652126

2005 AUTOTRAIL 
CEYENNE 630LBSE

£28,000 o.n.o.

Two berth, one owner, excellent condition, only 13,000 miles, 
taxed and MOT, fitted tracker system, fully equipped and ready 

to use.  Cost over £40,000 new.

Tel: 01631 566754

MOTORCYCLE 2004 BMW 
R1200C INDEPENDENT

£4250

4500 miles, BMW service history, 
four months tax, good condition.

Tel: 01871 810387

AVONDALE 
LANDRANGER 6400

£5500 o.n.o.

4 berth 2000 model, in good  condition, 
spacious end shower room with vanity units, 

comes with full awning, water barrels etc, cris registered

Tel: 01866 822520/07788401504

FORD FUSION PLUS

Fixed Price £4995

2006, low mileage (8600 miles), diesel, 
MOT till April 2011, road tax till August 2010.

Tel: 01586 553392

WANTED

TOYOTA 
HILUX

4 X 4 OR 
2 WHEEL 
DRIVE,

petrol or diesel, 
any condition, 
top prices paid.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or 

mobile 07885 203020

2

WANTED

Landrover 90 
or 110, new or 

old models, also 
Toyota Hilux and 

Land Cruiser, 
Range Rover 

and all Japanese 
models, high miles, 
damaged, anything 

considered.
Contact James 

07866 590583 or 
07966 293996

2

£16,500

6 Berth, full size cooker, fridge 
freezer, shower, flush toilet, 
bike rack, loads of storage 

space, immaculate inside and 
out, 39500 mls, full MOT. 

Telephone: 
07948 533944

BENIMAR ANTHUS 
LG 2.8TD (51)

£2500

Automatic or semi-automatic, 
0.6L, 65 mpg, 73,000 miles, 

MOT March 2011, 
Tax Aug 2010. 

Economical and reliable.

Telephone: 
01586 554397 or 

07913584491

2002 SMART CITY-
COUPE PASSION

AUDI A3 
TDI SE

£3450

2002 130 bhp 5 door hatch full leather 18” alloys electric 
windows, CD player,remote locking, AC climate control,full years 

MOT,very reliable well serviced car with amazing performance 
averaging 55mpg cheap road tax lady driver

Tel: 01586 552283 or 07789034353

Offers around £6,000

Tyres 95%
New clutch 10 months ago
Exceptionally good order 

for year.

Telephone: 
01770(Arran)

870254
M 07799407888

SAME SILVER 
90 M REG

£5200 o.n.o.

Black 2002 02 reg. 
9 months MOT, 9 

months Tax. Honda 
Service History. 

3 Owners from new, 
60,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07917815969 or 
01631 562072

HONDA 
CIVIC

TYPE R

£2750 o.n.o.

V Reg   F.S.H
Taxed and Tested

2 owners from new
Very clean example

Fully loaded automatic.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 600810 

or M 07979416372

MERCEDES E200 
CLASSIC 2000

RENAULT TRAFFIC 
CAMPER VAN

£4,500 o.n.o.

4 wheel drive, diesel, MOT Sept 2010, tax Aug 
2010, brand new kettle, microwave, toaster and 

850 watt generator
Tel: 07545779613

2

NEWBRIDGE ECLIPSE 
22 FT SAILING CRUISER

£2800 ono

Four Berth, Roller reefing Genoa and Slab reef mainsail - Owen 
Sails  2006, GPS, VHF, Sounder and Log , 4HP Johnson 4 stroke 

outboard. Trailer. Lying Tayvallich

Tel: 07554709290 or 01546 870647
2£650 o.n.o.

86,000 miles.
1998

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

600705

BERLINGO 
VAN

S&S Services Subaru www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440
PHONE NOW FOR DETAILS OF 
SPECIAL CONTRACT HIRE DEALS

The Subaru Range of Imprezas, Foresters, Legacy and Outback 
are now all available with petrol and diesel options.
Visit our website for further details of used vehicles and 
commercials.

THE NEW RODEO RANGE FROM £11,664*
• ONLY £200 ROAD TAX UNLIKE MOST 4X4s
• LOWER RUNNING COSTS THAN MOST 4X4s
• CLASS LEADING FUEL ECONOMY & EMISSIONS
• IN BUSINESS? YOU CAN CLAIM THE VAT BACK
*The new Rodeo range from £11,649 to £25,499 CV OTR. Prices correct at time of press and ex-

shown is a Rodeo 2.5 Denver at £14,999 CV OTR plus optional metallic paint at £314.89.



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
Covering Argyll 
and the Islands

We provide a specialist service in the design, 
installation, commissioning and servicing of both 

large and small fire and security projects.
• Fire safety risk assessments

(Institute of fire engineers)
• Fire detection systems to BS 5389
• Emergency lighting systems to BS 5266
• Periodic inspection and testing to BS 7671

• Intruder alarms
• Safety signage 
• Service and maintenance
• Service and supply of fire 

extinguishersOffers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner
Telephone:

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.40 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 
less than £50 (excluding death 

notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

•PAINTER & DECORATOR

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful dogs 
and bitches suitable for 
adoption. These dogs 

are fully vaccinated and 
spayed/neutered. If you 
feel you could offer one 

of these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation is 
required.  Look forward 

to hearing from you. • PEST CONTROL

MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk
Limited stock of Midgeaters available 

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00

 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

•BUILDING SERVICES

Brian 01631 710851
 07730654693
Alan  01631 710334
 07796390411

• All property repairs
• UPVC Double Glazing
• Conservatories
• Extensions
• Renovations
• Drainage
• Brickwork
• Plastering
• Guttering
• New Water Supplies
• Landscaping
• All digger work

LEDAIG BUILDING 
SERVICES

All types of building work

•PLUMBING & ELECTRCAL

JAMES
MCMEEKIN

PLUMBING & 
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES
Dalavich

24HR CALLOUT
Medical Adaptations 

Specialist
Free Estimates

No job too small
07885 795058

jim_boca_nocerveza
@hotmail.com
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PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

‘For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, 

neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved.’

YOU ARE KNOWN UNTO GOD!

Why not visit
www.Bethanyfortwilliam.co.uk

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

DINING CHAIRS four 

Upholstery needs attention 
(Clachan),  £49.50 

GORDON HIGHLANDER 
PIPER(LEAD) stands 

LAWSONS OF 
GREENOCK BOTTLE 

VINTAGE SINGER 
SEWING MACHINE Type 

instruction manual,  £30 

 BABY EQUIPMENT

BABY GIRL 0-3M 

1 hat, 1 M&S stripey cardi, 
1 cute M&S Iggle Piggle 

NEWBORN STARTER 

10 suits 1 M&S reversable 

SOLID PINE COT BED 

mattress cover included, 

 BICYCLES
GIRLS BICYCLE Raleigh 
Elysia 5 speed girls bicycle 

 BOOKS
N A T I O N A L 
GEOGRAPHICS lots of 

 BUILDING / DIY

PINK GRANITE 
CHIPS WASHED

BUILDING SAND
 Good Quality. 

Telephone 

SCAFFOLDING large 

scaffolding, in very good 

never used, one Nu-Tool, 

 CAR ACCESSORIES
LANDROVER landrover 

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

BREAD MAKER PLUS 

 CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

VINYL ALBUMS Over 

good condition. Buyer must 
collect,  £49.99 Telephone 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DELL DIMENSION 5150 

optional corner computer 

WII GAME Ghost Squad 

never used,  £5 Telephone 

Wars, and Call of Duty 

opened but never used. 

 CREELS
100 PRAWN CREELS 
Green, very good condition, 
£10 each.  (Salen) Acharacle 

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

SLOW COOKER Morphy 

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN
DEER SADDLE for sale, 
good condition Telephone 

HIGHLAND PONY, brood 

Gelding, 10 years old, 
lives out, good potential 

and micro chipped, sadly 

 FURNITURE
LEATHER SOFA cream 
3 seater leather sofa, good 
condition, modern design,  

METAL ORNATE 

green, suitable for house or 

1 corner, sell separately or 

SEATING FOR BAY 

SEATING FOR BAY 

SINGLE MATTRESS free.  

SINGLE SILENT NIGHT 
BASE and headboard, great 

GARDEN MACHINERY
MOWER McCulloch petrol 

and Stratton motor, good 
condition,  £45 Telephone 

GENERATORS
GENERATOR Domestic 
generator, suitable for 

HEALTH AND FITNESS
BACK MASSAGER for 

MULTI-GYM hardly used, 

REEBOK MULTI-
POSITION TRAINING 
deep padded seat and 

integrated dumbbell storage 

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

FIREPLACE Art deco 
cast iron, ivory enamelled 

HOME FURNISHINGS

used separately  In a length 
or a large square. Excellent 

metal ornate shelving units 

for  conservatory, house 

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

WC and half inset hand 
basin. Offers.Telephone 

KITCHEN WORK 

KITCHEN WORK 

LIVESTOCK

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 

popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 

OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 

Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

 MISCELLANEOUS

approx. Offers. Telephone 

 MOBILITY
STAIRLIFT Atlas stairlift, 
serviced,   £300ono 

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

SET OF BAGPIPES silver 

original chanter, made by 
Alan Bain, Edinburgh, 
in the style of an old set 
of Avernish pipes, offers 

VIOLIN full sized violin 

played regularly and in good 
condition, case old style 

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

golf shoes size 4 in good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 

PET ACCESSORIES
MARINE FISH TANK 
AND EQUIPMENT marine 

and heater and pump all 

sale offers.  Telephone 

PHOTOGRAPHY
DIGITAL CAMERA Sony 

mpix. Rechargeable lith. 

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

address labels to attach on 
all your correspondence.  

Krisp Print. Telephone 

WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, printed 

from £31. From Krisp Print. 

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all types of 

Scrap Metals. Telephone 

COPPER, BRASS, lead, 
stainless steel, zinc, all 
types of cable household 
and armoured.  Top prices 

PERSONALS

Lindsey
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ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 11 July 2010

Trinity 6
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Sea Sunday

Holy Communion ..... 08.00
Sung Eucharist.......... 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

No Service
St Columba, Gruline, 

Mull
Holy Eucharist .......... 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .......... 08.00
Evensong .................. 20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday11th July 2010
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

BIRTHS

MACDONALD – AHMED
– Claire and Kenny are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their second 
son, Cully  on June, 30, 
2010.  A wee brother for  
Kyde.  Special thanks to 
Oban Maternity Unit and 
R.A.H. Paisley.

TELFER – Ronald and 
Emma are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival 
of their beautiful daughter, 
Anna, born on June 13, 
2010. A special thank you 
to everyone for their kind 
gifts.

WEDDINGS
DONALD – BROSSETTE 
– On Saturday, June 26, 
2010 in Paris, France, Peter 
James, son of Norman and 
Morann Donald, Oban, to 
Nelly, daughter of Justine 
Plassard and the late 
Celestin Brossette, Paris.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
MACCOLL – MACLEAN
– At Salen Parish Church 
on July 5, 1960 by Rev Dr 
William MacIntyre, Crail, 
assisted by Rev Donald 
MacKenzie, Iain, youngest 
son of Mr and Mrs Duncan 
MacColl, Craignure, to 
Janet MacLean, daughter 
of Mrs Mary MacLean and 
the late Donald MacLean, 
Salen, Isle of Mull.

DEATH
ANDERSON - Very 
peacefully in the care of 
the Staff at the Grove 
Nursing Home, Kemnay,  
on Saturday,  June 19, 2010 
Mary (née Gillespie), aged 
90 years, beloved wife of 
the late John Anderson, 
formerly of Ballachulish 
Ferry and Torrin, Isle of 
Skye.  Much loved and 
loving mother of Joyce 
Bowie, a loving mother-
in-law, grandmother, great 
grandmother and great great 
grandmother. Will be sorely 
missed.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully 

Glasgow, on  July 4, 
2010, Mike Campbell, 
Glencruitten, Oban. Loving 
father and grandfather. Sadly 
missed by all the family.
Funeral service to be held 
at Cardross Crematorium 
on Friday,  July 9, 2010 at 

only please.
HAMILL - Suddenly on June 
30, 2010 at Newtonmore, on 
his 79th birthday, Francis 
Hamill, beloved husband 
of Margaret, dear father of 
Isobel and Kevin and much 
loved grandfather of Ryan.
Funeral took place yesterday 
Wednesday, July 7.
MACNEILL – Peacefully, 
at North Argyll House, 
Oban, on Saturday, July 
3, 2010, in her 97th year, 
Grace Liddell, wife of the 
late Alastair, formerly of 14 
Achlonan, Taynuilt, a dear 
mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, aunt and friend 
to many. Funeral service 
will take place at Muckairn 
Parish Church, Taynuilt on 
Monday, July 12 at 1.00pm.
thereafter to Muckairn 

only. Donations in lieu in aid 
of North Argyll House.
MACPHEE – Peacefully, 
at The Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on July 2, 
2010, aged 94 years, Mary 
Cameron, of ‘Ardoran’, 
Connel, formerly of 
Saulmore Farm, beloved 
sister of Jean and the late 
Alasdair and Archie, much 
loved sister-in-law, aunt and 
great aunt. Sorely missed.
WILSON – Robert James, 
formerly of Meadow Road, 
Dunbeg, Oban, passed away 
peacefully in Guy’s Hospital, 
London, on June 28, 2010, 
beloved husband of Heather, 
adored father of Wendy and 
much loved granddad to 
Daniel, Naomi and Eleanor.
He will be missed greatly by 
all of his family and friends.
Funeral will take place on 
Thursday (today), July 8 
at St Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban at 1.30 p.m. thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.

Donations if desired to 
the Lung Cancer Research 
Foundation.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

ANDERSON - Joyce, 
Alistair and family wish to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy by way of cards, 

following the recent passing 
of Mary. Special thanks 
to the wonderful staff at 
the Grove Nursing Home, 
Kemnay for their devoted 
care and attention.  We also 
wish to thank Rev Dr Ben 
Johnston of Broadford Isle 
of Skye, Funeral Directors 
Eric Massie of Inverurie and 
M & D MacLeod of Portree 
Isle of Skye.
CAMPBELL - The family 
of the late Helen Campbell 
(née Cameron), would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their recent 
bereavement. Thanks to 
Rev Donald MacQuarrie for 
his most appropriate service 
and Teresa from MacLellan 
& Co for their excellent 
funeral arrangements. A 
total of £299.87 was raised 
for the Belford Hospital.
LOGAN - The family of 
the late Callum Logan wish 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the  kind 
expressions of sympathy at 
this sad time. Special thanks 
to Rev Scrimgeour for a 
memorable service, grateful 
thanks to Dr Tervit and 
district nurses for unfailing 
kindness and attention, also 
Co-operative Funeral Care 
for professionalism and 
Robert Sloan for catering.
MACARTHUR – The 
family of the late Lachlan 
MacArthur (Lachie Doan) 
Burnside, Mannal, Tiree, 
would like to thank most 
sincerely all friends and 
family for their support 
during the recent sad 
bereavement, for all 
the kind expressions of 

cards, telephone calls 
and visits, they are truly 
grateful. Thanks must go to 
Dr Holliday and his nursing 
team, and to the social care 
team for all their care and 
attention shown to Lachie 
during his latter years. To 
the Revs Williams and Neill 
for a comforting service,  
to Lachie MacKinnon for 
a very touching Gaelic 
prayer and to Andrea 
MacArthur for her musical 
contribution, the Co-op and 
Argyll and Bute Council 

and the Scarinish Hotel for 
catering- Thank you all.
Finally to all who attended 
at Heylipol Church and 
Sorobay Cemetery to pay 
their respects, and gave so 
generously to the collection 
for Tiree Maritime Trust, 
raising £360. Moran Taing.
MCGILLIVRAY - The 
family of the late Hamish 
McGillivray, Kinlochleven 
would like to thank everyone 
for the cards, telephone 
calls and expressions 
of sympathy received.  
Also to thank those who 
attended the funeral.  We 
would also like to thank 
the wonderful nursing staff 
and doctors at the Belford 
Hospital, also the nursing 
staff and doctors at the 
Royal Alexandria Hospital 
Intensive Care Unit, Paisley, 
Dr Hedden and Dr Ellis of  
the Kinlochleven Surgery, 
the Rev Malcolm Kinnaird 
for a lovely service, also to 
thank Helen MacIntyre for 
such professional service.
Thank you for all the kind 
donations for the British 
Heart Foundation which 
raised £311.50
MARSHALL – Anita 
and family would like to 
thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
sympathy, cards and 

Derek.  The family would 
also like to thank Father 
MacKinnon, Rev Butler and 
Ian MacInnes from D & A 
Munn Ltd for their kindness 
and support.  Anita would 
like to thank Medico and 
Crossroads for their support 
during Derek’s illness.  
The retiring collection 
raised over £550 for The 
Alzheimers Research Trust.
PITTOCK –Margaret and 
family wish to thank the 
following most sincerely, 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the recent sad 
passing of Mick.  Special 
thanks to doctors and staff 
of Ward B at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.  We would 
also like to thank D and A 
Munn Ltd for their support 
and guidance and Rev Ian 
Walter for the wonderful 
service.  The donations so 
far are in excess of £280 
for the British Legion and 
the Oban War and Peace 
Museum.
ROBERTSON – Billy and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the many 
kind expression of sympathy, 
cards, letters, phone calls 

following the sad passing 
of Mary. Thanks to Doctors 
and Nurses at The Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
Lorn Medical Centre and 
Macmillan Nurses for their 

kind care and attention 
to Mary throughout her 
illness. Thanks also to 
Rev Beaton for home and 
hospital visits, which Mary 
appreciated very much, 
and comforting service, 
and to Donnie Graham for 
leading the praise in church.
To Catriona and staff at 

and professional handling 
of the arrangements, and 
also The Royal Hotel for 

thanks to all who attended 
church and graveside. The 
sum of £1,186.57 was 
collected in Mary’s memory 

Research UK, Scotland and 
Macmillan Nurses.

MEMORIAM
BROWN – Remembering 
with love a very dear mum, 
gran and great gran Annie, 
who passed away on July 4, 
2002. Also my dear father 
Lachlan, passed away on 
July 2, 1972.
Our thoughts today are of a 
lonely grave
Of parents I loved but could 
not save
Where hearts of gold are 
laid to rest
God Bless you both you 
were the best.
Inserted by their loving son 
Lachie, daughter-in-law 
Sandra and family.
BUCHANAN - In loving 
memory of Peter, dear 
husband, dad and papa, who 
died July 12, 2005.
The years pass, but 
memories stay 
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Julie, Anne, Drew and 
family and Andrew and 
family.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of my dear mum, 
May, who passed away on 
July 6, 1998.
I think of you in silence
I often speak your name
But all I have are memories
And a picture in a frame
My heart still aches with 
sadness

For what it meant to lose 
you mum
No-one will ever know
- Your loving daughter Kay, 
Lochgoilhead.
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of our dear gran, 
May, who passed away on 
July 6, 1998.
Memories of you are fondly 
kept
Someone too special to ever 
forget.
- Your loving grandchildren 
Duncan and Caroline
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of Sandy a much 
loved father and grandpa 
who passed away on July 9, 
2009.
Forever in our thoughts and 

always remembered.
- Catriona, Bruce, Jean, 
Julie and Iain
LIVINGSTONE – In 
loving memory of Hughina 
(Ena), died July 7, 2009
Dearly loved and always 
remembered
Inserted by cousin Cathie 
and family, Dumfries.
MACKINNON – In 
loving memory of our dear 
parents, mother Mary, died 
July 11, 1995, father John, 
died October 4, 1975, our 
beloved brother Donald 
John, died July 6, 1994, 
also remembering our dear 
brothers-in-law Norman, 
died August 30, 1995, 
Angus, died December 24, 
2006.
We never lose the ones we 
love
For love itself lives on
And the joy we knew 
together
Has never really gone
Inserted by the family at 
West Kilbride and away.
MACLEAN – In loving 
memory of my dearly 
beloved son and our brother 
Ronnie, who died July 6, 
1984.
Today, tomorrow, our whole 
life through
We will always love and 
remember you
- Grace family, Tobermory 
and Orkney.
McEWAN – In loving 
memory of Eddie, a dearly 
loved husband, father, 
father-in-law and a loving 
‘Pop’ taken from us so 
suddenly on July 6, 2001.
No matter how our lives 
have changed
No matter what we do
We’ll never forget those 
precious years
The ones we shared with 
you.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Jean and family
McKICHAN – In loving 
memory of my twin brother 
Charles, who passed away 
July 5, 2009.
Always in my heart.
- Val
STEWART – Iain, July 12, 
2002.
Happy thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that last 
forever.
- Love Dunriona and 
family.

FOX  
Calum Fox and Shona 

MacLeod are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival of 
their son Lyam Cameron, 
on June 25, 2010. Thanks 

to the midwives at 
R.A.H. Pailsey and Oban 

Maternity.

RODGERS
Chris and Verona (née 

Watson) are delighted to 
announce the arrival of 
their gorgeous baby boy 
Lucas Duncan, born on 

June 10, 2010 at Southern 
General Hospital, 

Glasgow. Lucas is now 
home and well. Mum and 

dad ecstatic!

FOUR generations of a Mid 
Argyll family will travel to a 
Cornwall memorial service 
to mark the 70th anniversary 
of the bombing of Penhale 
Army Camp.

The camp, occupied by 
Allied Forces rescued from 
Dunkirk, was destroyed by 
a lone German bomber on 
July 7 1940.

Gunner James Litster of 
Kilmichael, Argyll, was one 
of 22 killed in this raid.

70 years on 
Now 70 years on, members 

of his family from Mid Argyll 
will make the pilgrimage 
to Cornwall to take part in 

service for the soldiers on 
July 17 and 18.

James Litster’s 
granddaughter Marina 
Campbell, who lives in 
Kilmartin, said: ‘It’s a really 
sad story because these men 
had been at the battlefront 
and were resting when the 
bomb hit.

more about what happened 
and we’re all excited at the 

about James Litster, who we 
all have pictures of but don’t 
know much about.

‘My uncle Jim and uncle 
Neil remember the telegram 
coming and everyone crying, 
so it will be especially 
emotional for them.

‘We have a big family but 
there are six of us going to 
Cornwall to represent all of 
us.’

Among the Litster party 
are: James Litster’s son, 
Jim; his brother-in-law, 
Neil MacMillan; daughter-
in-law Christina Litster; 
grandson Duncan Litster; 
granddaughter Marina 
Campbell; and great-
granddaughter Claire 
Litster.

The family will be joined on 
the trip by Stuart Gray from 
Clydebank, whose father, 
Gunner Andrew Gray, was 

James Litster’s best friend 
but survived the bombing.

Mr Gray said: ‘My father, 
Gunner Andrew Gray, 
survived the raid, but 22 
men, newly returned from 
the horrors of Calais and 
Dunkirk were killed, 19 being 
subsequently interred in a 
local Cornish graveyard.

‘Every year since, the local 
Perranporth community has 
commemorated this event, 
but this year, being the 
70th anniversary, will be 
the last, and a very special 
Remembrance Service will 
be staged on July 17 and 
18.’ 

Mr Gray has tried to contact 
relatives of all of the victims 
of the bombing, with some 
success, however he has been 

is keen to hear from anyone 
who may have had a relative 
in Penhale Army Camp at 
the time of the bombing. He 
can be contacted on 07810 
450 419.

Mid Argyll family to travel to 
Cornwall for war memorial service

Gunner James Litster was killed in the 
bombing of Penhale Army Camp.

OBAN Concern for Palestine Group, 
which now has more than 40 members, 
is holding another public event to raise 
awareness of issues in the Middle East 
and provide a platform for informal 
discussion.

The main speaker at St John’s Cathedral 
Hall on Tuesday July 20 will be Jan 
Sutch Pickard, a peace observer, poet and 
storyteller, talking about ‘Stories from the 
Olive Trees’.

The evening will be focusing on various 
items which are made and produced 
in Palestine with at least three stalls 
containing different Palestinian crafts, 
fairly-traded olive oil and other items for 
sale.

The meeting is open to anyone and those 

out more information about the group 
can contact Graeme Pagan at neaveton@
tiscali.co.uk or phone 01631 563737.

Palestine group 
to host awareness 
meeting in Oban

THIS summer seems dominated by the 
idea of winning or losing!

But will it matter many years later? 
I recently attended a conference 

in Edinburgh aptly named ‘How a 

landscape’.
Celebrating the 200th Anniversary of 

Henry Duncan, a parish minister from 
near Dumfries, who is credited with 
starting the Savings Bank movement in 
May 1810 -  he invited parishioners to 
open an account with the sum of only 
sixpence. The enterprise being located in 
the church hall built for the local people 
by the Squire 

At that time the normal amount to enable 
you to have a bank account would have 
been £10 - equivalent to a whole year’s 
wages in some cases. The monies were 
kept in a safety deposit box secured by 
three padlocks, the keys to which were 
retained by three different people. Thus 
the people felt their meagre savings were 
secure.

These and many other interesting 
articles can be seen in the Savings Bank 
Museum in the village of Ruthwell, east 
of Dumfries on the B724. It is housed 
within the original building and there is 
no entry fee.

Henry Duncan won for other people the 
chance to save against a time of hardship 
and have a belief in some control over 
their future however small.

The renowned Airdrie Savings Bank 
celebrates its 175th anniversary this 
year having retained its independence 
throughout.

A lesson for all of us perhaps!     

Pam Gibson, Treasurer Argyll Presbytery                                 

Thought for the week

PATIENTS at Oban’s Day 
Hospice have been treated to 
a live concert.

Music in Hospitals group 
On the Wagon regularly 
performs concerts on 
behalf of the charity at care 
units across the whole of 
Scotland.

And the band, with a 
multitude of instruments such 
as the indoor pipes, guitar, 
harmonica and concertina, 
treats the audience to well 
known songs, traditional 
music and old favourites 
which never fail to get feet 
tapping.

The concert took place 
due to the generosity of 
The Oban Trust, a trustee of 

which attended a previous 
Music in Hospitals concert 
at the Day Hospice and felt 
moved to support another.
Music in Hospitals draws 
upon the talents of some of 
Scotland’s leading musicians 
to perform for people in more 
than 500 hospitals, hospices, 
homes and day care centres 
across the country.

Experienced professional 
musicians are selected 
not only for their musical 
expertise but also for their 
ability to communicate with 
sensitivity and understanding 
while encouraging 
participation.

More than 1,690 concerts 
were given in Scotland last 

year and the aim is to make 
a wide range of high quality 
live music more widely 
available to people whose 
access to entertainment is 
curtailed by illness, age 
or disability. Therapists, 
medical and nursing staff 
constantly acknowledge 
the valuable part music 
can play in the treatment 
and care of patients.
Alison Frazer, chief 
executive of Music in 
Hospitals, Scotland, said: 
‘We are most grateful to The 
Oban Trust for generously 
supporting this concert.
We hope that patients, their 
families, friends and care 
staff had a lovely time.’

On the Wagon performs for Oban Hospice. 

On the Wagon entertain   
for Oban Day Hospice

VETERINARIAN, eighty-
eight year old Colin 
Bannatyne, who now lives 
at Blackwaterfoot on the 
Isle of Arran, graduated on 
Monday from the University 
of Glasgow  - more than 60 

Colin received his Bachelor 
of Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery this week, 66 years 
after he left the university.

A spokesman for the 
University of Glasgow said: 
‘The reason this group of 
vets didn’t graduate with 
a degree in 1944 is that in 
those days the student vets 
studied at what was the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, 

was a diploma. When the 
Vet College became part of 
Glasgow University in the 
1950s, a degree in veterinary 
science was introduced 

and all future graduates 
were awarded a degree.’
It was decided this year that 
these early diploma students 
should have the opportunity 
to convert their diplomas into 
degrees.

Colin was joined on 
Monday by a group of 30 
fellow veterinary surgeons 
that also failed to graduate 
in the late 1940s – their ages 
ranged from 77 to 93!

Colin Bannatyne was born 
and brought up in Arran, but 
when he married he and his 
wife settled in Connel, near 
Oban.

He was the senior vet based 
at the Scottish Agricultural 
College in Oban and, as part 
of his work with the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
he worked all over Argyll, 
where he is still fondly 
remembered.

Colin Bannatyne from Blackwaterfoot on the Isle of Arran 
celebrated his graduation from the University of Glasgow on 
Monday with his wife Margaret. 

Well-known vet graduates 
- 60 years late
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ATHLETICS

GOLF

A GOOD turn out for the Lochaber singles competition, 
kindly sponsored by John Rogan for last 20 years, saw two 
of the best bowlers in the area, Alan Lawrie and Martin 
(Moogie) Keenan, battle all the way to an extra end to 
decide the outcome at the B.A. Club green.

Moogie provided the perfect shot in the last end to just 
touch the front of the jack, which Alan could not beat, and 
the memorable game ended with with Moogie collecting his 
prize and the Lochaber Singles Trophy.

LOCHABER High School’s 
Senior Boys’ football team 
has a set of new strips -
thanks to the sponsorship of 

BSW Timber decided the 
boys’ efforts this season 
merited support and donated 
£500, which was matched by 
funding from Sportscotland’s 
Sportmatch grant scheme.

The cash bought much 
needed new footballs and 
goal nets as well as the 

after beating Ardnamurchan 1-0 on Thursday night at the 
BA Club.

Robbie McFadyen scored the only goal of the game. Mark 
MacDonald slid a pass through for McFadyen who applied a 

had 10 available players for the match, but still managed 
to control most of it. Ardnamurchan were unable to break 
down a resolute defence and were restricted to long-range 
efforts.

Rangers beat Fort William U17s 4-3 at Canal Parks on 

An impressive performance from the Gers saw them go 
into halftime with a 1-0 lead after Robert MacGillivray had 
opened the scoring. Two quick goals at the start of the second 
half from Kevin Mathers and Michael Gillespie made the 
score 3-0 and Rangers looked to be easing to victory. Fort 
William pulled a goal back through Ian McLennan but 
Ewan Cameron restored the three-goal lead when he scored 
Rangers’ fourth of the match.

Fort fought back and two late Lewis Corbett goals set up 

a brilliant save from Rangers’ keeper Robert Lawrie at the 

beat Caol United 10-9 on penalties at the BA on Tuesday. 

defeat of the season on a Celtic team who were missing 
some key players. The marathon match was decided on 

FORT Augustus Golf Club 
played Tobermory Golf 
Club on Sunday July 4 at 
Fort Augustus. Despite the 
heavy rain, Fort Augustus 
won the match by 3 games 
to 2. 

G. MacDonald and C. 
Burnett (Fort Augustus) lost 
to A. Cowe and J. Wilshire 
(Tobermory) 1 up; A. 
Gilchrist and C. Marshall 
(Fort Augustus) beat 
J.Cowe and A. MacDonald 
(Tobermory) 2 up; J. 
Seymour and F. Paterson 
(Fort Augustus) beat G. 
Brown and P. Langhorn 
(Tobermory) 5 – 3; F. 
Nicolson and D. McEwan 
(Fort Augustus) beat I. 
Wilshire and M. Campbell 
(Tobermory) 2 up; N. 
Callow and A. MacDonald 
(Fort Augustus) lost to 
G. Chalmers and J Weir 
(Tobermory) 1 up.

RETURNS from Fort 
William Golf Club for 
weekend July 3 and 4.

July Medal – Saturday 
July 3.

1, Keith Sangster 89-
16=73; 2, John Cameron 
99-24=75; 3, Gareth Lee 
86-11=75.

The senior medal on 
Sunday was cancelled due 
to heavy rain.

THE TRIG Point Junior Hill 
Race took place on Tuesday 
as of Lochaber Athletic Club 

for the summer.
For yet another year the 

young runners were blessed 
with excellent weather for 
racing  - and the fast going 
saw previous bests tumble.

Under-14 athlete Calum 
Fraser had an outstanding 

side at Jubilee Park on Monday night.
The visitors, who could only get 10 players for the match, 

took an early lead through a Billy MacKay penalty. But 
Ballachulish hit back through goals from David Grant and 
Mark Wilson to go into halftime 2-1 up. Wilson got his 
second of the game minutes into the second half and Eric 
Tott assured the points would go to the home side when he 

to Lochaber Athletic Club’s ‘Triple Hurtle’ on 
Monday evening as local man Bruce Poll battled 
it out with Deeside’s Alan Smith for the men’s 
title.

Lochaber AC man Bruce had to beat Alan by 
seven seconds in the Cow Hill race - the third 

athletes to complete three races up and down the 
hills around Fort William in three days.

Second
On Saturday in the Meall an t-Suidhe Alan won 

and Bruce came second with Lochaber AC’s John 
Binnie in third.

Neil Cameron and his grandfather John Rogan 
present Martin (Moogie) Keenan with the trophy as 
runner-up Alan Lawrie looks on

Extra end win for 
Moogie in
Lochaber singles

They’re off! The Cow Hill race gets underway on High Street on Monday evening.

with Lochaber AC’s Craig Mitchell taking top 
spot, David Eiser second, Bruce third and Alan 

going into the Cow Hill on Monday.
From the start on The Parade, Bruce tried to 

open up a lead going up the hill, but the pair 
were still together starting the descent and Alan 

seconds.
Lochaber AC’s Lyndsey Shaw took the women’s 

title courtesy of her victories at Meall an t-Suidhe 
and Cow Hill, while Nicola Meekin won the Half 
Ben.

Bruce told The Oban Times: ‘I knew I had to to 
beat Alan by seven seconds and I knew I had to 

be ahead of him coming off the hill, but he was 
still on my shoulder. I had my chances, but I just 
could not take advantage of them.’

Brilliant
He added: ‘The whole event was absolutely 

brilliant. The whole atmosphere was great for 
spectators – you could have thrown a blanket 
over me and Alan over the three races.’

All athletes completing the challenge received 
a ‘Triple Hurtle’ mug. Lochaber JogScot runners 
Donald MacDonald, both relative novices, both 
excelled with Donald running the Half Ben in 
1hour 30minutes.

Fort Augustus 
defeat Tobermory

GOLF

Fort William golf

Lochaber Athletic Club juniors broke several records in the Trig Point Race

race to break the course 
record – set by and under-18 
in 2003 - by half a minute in 
a time of 9min 53sec.

The second and third boys 
under 14 were inside the 
previous age group record 
- Joseph Tangney ran 12.07 
while Craig MacLean 

Isla MacKay set an under-
16 girls record of 13min 

32sec, Innes Blackhall also 
shaved a few more seconds 
off the under-12 record 
and Robyn Blackhall set a 
new under-10 girls’ course 
record.

Thanks go to all volunteers 
and to Colin and Wendy for 
running the barbecue.

FOOTBALL

ATHLETICS

Records broken in Trig point race

New strips: Lochaber HS boys team with David Haynes of BSW Timber

new kit. Active schools co-
ordinator, Bridget Thomas, 
who helped with the 
application process, said: 
‘It’s great that BSW Timber 
are willing to support the 
school football team.  The 
Sportsmatch funding has 
allowed their money to go so 
much further.

‘Any sports team/club who 
is offered a donation of £500 
or more by a business may 
be eligible for this grant.

‘I would be happy to help 
with the application process, 
so please do get in touch on 
01397 700927 if you have a 
potential business sponsor 
and feel your team or club 

the Highland league 
undefeated and reached the 

Scotland Cup.

BSW Timber sponsor new strips

goal of the night before Rangers’ Michael Gillespie scored 
from 30 yards with the last kick of the game to make the 

Mallaig closed the gap on leaders Celtic to nine points 
when they beat Fort William 6-3 at Canal Parks on Friday 
evening.

With four matches still to play, Mallaig can still theoretically 
win the league, although it would require a major collapse 
from leaders Celtic.

scoring twice for Mallaig and Iain McLennan grabbing 
a brace for Fort William. Mallaig retook the lead early 
in the second half through Ross Douglas before a Simon 
MacDonald penalty made the score 4-2. Douglas then got 
his second but Fort hit back through Andrew MacLean. 

victory for Mallaig.

At the end of 90 minutes during which Caol had been the 

for Caol and Ewan Campbell scored a hat trick. Celtic’s 
goals came from Paul McInnes, Leon Lopez and two from 
Norman McInnes.

Brian MacKay looked like he had given Celtic the win 
with an extra time goal but a David Forbes shot from 30 

up a penalty shootout.
All 11 players on each side took a spot kick, including 

successful penalties from both goalkeepers. Each team 
missed two penalties. Norman McInnes scored his second 
penalty of the shootout to make it 10-9 to Celtic, which 
meant Michael Rodgers had to score to keep Caol in the 
cup. He hit the crossbar, sending Celtic to the next round.

Ballachulish 7-1 on Monday night. Cameron Muir opened 
the scoring for the home side before Ross Douglas helped 
himself to a hat trick. Darren Stewart, Reece McLeod and 
Jordan Coull completed the scoring. Ballachulish’s solitary 
goal came from the penalty spot.

Penalty shoot-out drama in MacDonald Cup tie

   

FOOTBALL

OBAN Camanachd’s home 

the Camanachd Cup this 
weekend has been switched 
to An Aird Fort William 
because the pitch at Ganavan 
is too narrow.

booked for the annual Keyline 

CONNEL driver Shaun 

in the Hankook Scottish 
Rally Championship group 
N class despite a host of 
troubles in his Fusion backed 
Evo 9.

Shaun and co-driver Chris 
Hamill were seeded 5th in the 

in the forests of Dumfries 
but intercom and fuel pump 
problems led to a loss of 
power throughout the rally.

However, Shaun has 

class and is in sixth place 
overall.

Mull’s Andy Knight, co-
driven by Kim Baker, had 

wheel drive car in his newly 
acquired Subaru Impreza 

tested sailors at Glencoe 
Boat Club’s annual Regatta 
with the club also hosting 
a Traveller’s event for the 
new Scottish Flying Fifteen 
Championship.

And it was to be a Flying 
Fifteen that secured the top 
honours at the Regatta with 
Vedra sailed by Graham and 
Dougie Campbell lifting 
the coveted Ballachulish 
Slate Trophy for the best 
overall performance of the 
weekend.

Light conditions had 
featured the previous day 

starting from Oban on the 
feeder race to Ballachulish. 
The gentle beat up Loch 
Linnhe was shortened at 
Port Appin as the tide turned 
and all but six yachts retired 
to motor to Glencoe. 

Billy Forteith’s Shadowfax 
took line honours with Peter 
Watt’s BB10 Vaila winning 
on corrected time. Peter had 
young Chris Cooper aboard, 
back from the world racing 
circuit where Chris is fast 
establishing a top name for 

Glencoe Regatta
a big success

himself.  Bill Paterson’s 
Canto took the prize in the 
restricted sail class for the 
passage race. 

The MacPhee’s Sonata 

in the fast handicap class and 
the Soling Romance helmed 
by Hamish Loudon second. 
Bob and Jean Aitken’s 
Hawk 20 Didima and David 
Cooper’s Trapper Redwing 
battled it out in the slow 
handicap class with Didima 
winning overall. 

Hilary Watson’s classic 
Elrhuna showed that her 106 
years was no barrier to speed 
coming through to win the 
white sail class from Alan 
Gent-Whyte’s An Sulair. 

Locals were to the fore 
in the dinghy section with 
young Ruaridh Mills taking 
podium position in his 
Optimist and in Dinghy 

overall.
The Ray Darker Trophy for 

the best performance by a 
Glencoe Boat was awarded 
to Elrhuna.

YACHTING

RALLYING
and showed his class behind 
the wheel to move steadily 

14th overall position.
The crew also picked up 

the Susan Cameron award 

crew.
Oban’s Steven and Kevin 

Lockhart had a good run in 
their class 10 Mitsubishi 

th

overall. This result could 
have been much better but 
the brothers lost a minute 
after being held up by a car 
in front with a puncture.

Argyll crews are looking 
forward to the Mull Car 
Club, Rally of Argyll, based 
in Oban this weekend.

Scottish Cup tie switched
as Ganavan is too narrow

Cup football tournament 
and the alternative pitch at 
Ganavan is too narrow by 
four metres to comply with 
Camanachd Association 
rules.

SHINTY
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Results

Saturday, July 10 2010
All throw ups 2.30pm 
unless stated

Scottish Hydro 
Camanachd Cup 
3rd Round
Fort William v Oban Caman   
Duncan Kelly
Kyles v Newtonmore  
Ted McDonald
Inveraray v Skye   
Colin MacDonald

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
Semi Final
Glenurquhart v Kyles 
John MacLeod

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division
Lovat v Bute    
Graham Irving

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1   
Inverness v Kilmallie  
Ron Kennedy
Kinlochshiel v Caberfeidh  
Graham Cameron
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
John MacPhee
Lochaber v Beauly
Ronnie Campbell

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Kilmory v Ballachulish  
Billy Wotherspoon
Lochside v Glenorchy  
David Mitchell
Taynuilt v Inveraray  
Charles Young

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kinlochshiel v Kilmallie  
Robert Morrison 12 noon
Beauly v Glengarry  
Innes Wood
Newtonmore v Lovat
John Sloggie
Skye v Fort William  
Donald MacRae 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Boleskine v Inverness  
Laurie Skuodas
Caberfeidh v Strathglass  
Russell Ross 
Lochaber v Lochcarron  
Robert Baxter Jnr
Lochbroom vArdnamurchan
Daniel MacRae

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Strachur v Bute    
George O’Rourke
Tayforth v Col Glen  
Duncan Kerr 

SHINTY

This weekend’s 
fixtures

Marine Harvest 
Premier 6’s
League A
Kingussie 0 Oban Caman 0 
Newtonmore 1 Lovat 0  
Glenurquhart 0 Kingussie 1
Oban Cam 0 Newtonmore 1
Lovat 0 Glenurquhart 2
Kingussie 2 Newtonmore 1
Oban Caman 1 Lovat 0
Newt/more 1 Glen/uhart 0  
Lovat 2 Kingussie 1
Glenurquhart 1 Oban Cam 1
League B
Fort William 1 Kyles 0
Inveraray 1 GMA 1
Bute 0 Fort William 0
Kyles 0 Inveraray 2
GMA 0 Bute 2
Fort William 1 Inveraray 2
Kyles 0 GMA 3
Inveraray 1 Bute 0
GMA 0 Fort William 0
Bute 0 Kyles Athletic 0
Semi Final 
Newtonmore 3 GMA 0
Inveraray 0 Newtonmore 1
Final
Newtonmore 1 Kingussie 2
Womens Match
North 3 South 0
Primary Shinty 
World Cup Final
Beauly 0 Newtonmore 2

Balliemore Cup 
Semi Final
Lochaber 3 Kilmallie 2

LOCHABER produced a 
memorable comeback on 
Saturday to beat Kilmallie 

Balliemore Cup.
Pre-match favourites 

Kilmallie went 2-0 up early 

from Liam MacDonald and 
Michael Rodgers but a goal 
from Ben Delaney just before 
half-time gave Lochaber the 
self-belief that they could 
mount a comeback.

A Scott Paterson equaliser 
early in the second half 
made the score 2-2 and the 
momentum was clearly now 
with Lochaber. 

In the 70th minute, 
Lochaber were awarded a 
penalty when the Kilmallie 

Lochaber’s Angus Morrison and Kilmallie defender Ewan Stoddart challenge for the ball at Spean Bridge  on 
Saturday as Lochaber came back from two goals down to snatch a 3-2 Balliemore Cup semi-final win with a 
penalty 20 minutes from the final whistle.

SHINTY

Balliemore Cup 
Semi Final

Lochaber 3 Kilmallie 2

keeper was ajudged to 
have kicked the ball and 
Ben Delaney stepped up 
to score his second goal of 
the game and complete the 
turnaround.

After the match Lochaber 
manager Michael Delaney 
told The Oban Times his 
side always believed they 
could come back and win 
the cup tie. 

‘We spoke about it before 
the game,’ he said. 

‘You can either throw in 

‘Kilmallie beat us 5-0 
earlier in the season, and we 
didn’t want that to happen 
again.

‘Scoring before half time 
made a big difference for 
us.’

Delaney also said he 
couldn’t pick a star performer 
from his side: 

‘You can’t pick out one or 
two individuals, everyone to 
a man did what he was asked 

to do.’ Kilmallie co-manager 
John Morrison said his side 
had no complaints about the 
result: ‘The better team won 
on the day. 

‘We were second to every 
ball and Lochaber were just 
sharper than us. 

‘We didn’t play as well as 
we could have, maybe we 
were still coming down from 
being on TV last week, who 
knows?

‘But we can’t have any 
complaints about the score. 
Good luck to them in the 

Lochaber will face 
Kinlochshiel in the 

Saturday July 17 at An Aird, 
Fort William. 

Lochaber comeback 
from two goals 
down to take place 

Kilmallie score two first-half goals but 
fail to hold onto lead in cup semi-final

Newtonmore defender Rory Kennedy skips passed 
Kingussie’s Fraser Munro as Kingussie win the Marine 
Harvest Premier Sixes Trophy at Fort William on 
Saturday when they defeated their Badenoch rivals 
2-1 in the final. Picture - John MacTavish

THE CROWN Estate is the 
latest organisation to pledge 
support for West Highland 
Yachting Week, Scotland’s 
second largest regatta that 
runs from July 30 to August 
6.

As well as funding a wide 
variety of projects through 
its Marine Communities 
Fund, The Crown Estate 
has invested in pontoon and 
onshore facilities at Tarbert 
and Tobermory, one of the 
venues of West Highland 
Yachting Week.

Paul Bancks, Coastal 
Manager (Scotland) said: 
‘West Highland Yachting 
Week is an excellent 
opportunity to promote the 

Crown Estate support for 
West Highland Week

YACHTING

Sports reports can be
e-mailed to

editor@obantimes.co.uk
and should be with us 
no later than 12 noon

on a Monday

sailing offers to coastal 
communities. The Crown 
Estate is contributing 
by investing in pontoon and 
onshore facilities, which not 
only attract tourism but also 
provide facilities for local 
boat owners.’

Meanwhile entries are 
building for this famous 
event with interest from all 
over the UK. 

With a wider range of 
classes on offer to both 
CYCA and IRC handicaps, 
the event has even greater 
appeal for 2010. 

The Joint Regatta 
Committee that runs West 
Highland Yachting Week has 

been planning the courses 
for both the Tunnock’s and 
Argyll Fleets with the Argyll 

marks racing off Tobermory. 
Tobermory Single Scotch 

Whisky has recently added 
its support to West Highland 
Yachting Week and there will 
be several associated events 
run on Thursday when the 

Tunnock’s and The Oban 
Common Good Fund also 
sponsor West Highland 
Yachting Week with help 
also from BP Marine and 
West Coast Motors.

TWO OBAN Sailing Club 
youngsters recently made 
their mark competing in 

RYA Honda Youth RIB 
Championships 2010 at Port 
Edgar Sailing School in 
Edinburgh. 

been represented in the 
competition, Jamie Chapman 
took third place overall in the 
Senior 13-16 age group with 

well in the 8-12 year old age 
group.

A total of 19 children 
competed in the Junior 
and Senior sections of the 

handling a RIB on a very tight 
course over a timed circuit. 
Boat handling is assessed 
with time penalties incurred 
for things like contact with 

Young Oban sailors make their mark
a buoy and failing to stop 
completely.

Jamie and Craig had already 
won the time trials at Oban 
after training sessions from 
Mark Carter with help from 
Eric Chapman and Caroline 

Carter. The other time 
trialists were Jamie Peden, 
Chelsea McNab, Emma 
Thompson, Jamie Sinclair 
and Ben and Tierney Carter. 

Craig MacIntyre, left, and Jamie Chapman with their 
certificates.

YACHTING

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£600

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
A MacDonald, Drummore Road, Oban and H Black, Kerrera Terrace, Oban
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FRIDAY

15

15

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Heavy rain showers. Winds moderate south-westerly.

Temperatures 12ºC to 17ºC
Friday

Heavy rain. Winds moderate south-easterly.
Temperatures 14ºC to 17ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Light rain but expect it to become heavier

as the weekend progresses.
 Winds moderate north-westerly. 

Temperatures 12ºC to 14ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate to rough

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, July 8, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 02.45 3.1 08.38 1.6 15.03 3.1 21.01 1.6
Fri 03.46 3.3 09.35 1.3 15.58 3.3 22.09 1.4                 
Sat 04.36 3.5 10.26 1.1 16.45 3.6 23.06 1.1
Sun 05.21 3.7 11.14 0.8 17.29 3.8 23.56 0.9
Mon 06.03 3.8 11.59 0.5 18.12 4.0 **.** *.*
Tues 00.43 0.7 06.42 3.8 12.45 0.4 18.53 4.1
Wed 01.29 0.6 07.22 3.8 13.30 0.3 19.35 4.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

OT
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Scottish Cup holders
to play in Keyline
Cup Tournament

FOOTBALL

Saints pre-season
FOOTBALL

Oban Bowling Club
BOWLS

Rangers winners
FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

THE ANNUAL Keyline Cup 
football tournament will take 
place this Saturday at Moss-

-
ten Park, Oban, starting at 
11am. 

Teams taking part are: 
Scottish Cup winners Dun-
dee United, who will be 

squad, plus other SPL teams 
Hearts, Hamilton Accies and 
St Johnstone. Alloa Athlet-
ic, last year’s winners, and 
hosts Oban Saints make up 
the six-team tournament.

Mitchell, Kevin Summers, 
Thomas Sharp, all Oban; 
Donnie Brooks, Jim Pear-
son, John Mackie and Rob-
ert Marshall, all Glasgow; 
Peter Laing, Lochgilphead 
and Stuart McLearie, Clyde-
bank.

Tournament organiser Dav-
id Buchanan said he was de-
lighted that the Scottish Cup 
holders would again be tak-

take part in the competition.
The teams stay in Oban 

for the weekend along with 

many of their supporters 
which is good for businesses 
in the town.

Dundee United manager 
Peter Houston said: ‘We are 
looking forward to the tour-
nament, it is an excellent 
competition and ideal for 
our pre-season schedule. The 

tough week’s physical train-

opportunity to give them 
match practice in a competi-
tive environment.’

The draw - Oban Saints v St 
Johnstone 11am; Hearts v Ham-
ilton Accies 11am. Alloa Athletic 
v Dundee United 11.40am; Oban 
Saints v Hearts 11.40am. Hamil-
ton Accies v Alloa Athletic 12.20; 
Dundee United v St Johnstone 
12.20. Hamilton Accies v Oban 
Saints 1pm; St Johnstone v Alloa 
Athletic 1pm. Dundee United v 
Hearts 1.40pm; Hamilton Accies 
v St Johnstone 1.40pm. Alloa 
Athletic v Hearts 2.20pm; Oban 
Saints v Dundee United 2.20pm. 
Hearts v St Johnstone 3pm; Al-
loa Athletic v Oban Saints 3pm. 
Dundee United v Hamilton Ac-
cies 3.40pm.

OBAN Saints senior team 
have announced their pre-
season schedule of games.

Fort William, Glencruit-
ten, July 17; Two games in 
Uist, 24 and 25 July; East 
Kilbride, Glencruitten, July 
31; Milton, Glencruitten, 
August 7; Lochgilphead 
Red Star, Glencruitten, 
August 14.
The club will be training 

every Wednesday evening 
at Oban Lorne Rugby Club 
starting at 6.45pm 

ON SATURDAY one 
Oban team competed in 
the Lochgilphead Triples 
but unfortunately had no 
success.
  On Sunday, even although 
the weather was changeable, 
eight teams competed in 
the Millennium Trophy, 
sponsored by Hugh 
MacCorquodale.
  All money raised goes to 
Macmillan nurses in Oban.
Angus MacGillivray, Moira 
Spreadbury and Marion 

and £150 was raised.

There were familiar names on the silverware at this year’s Whisky Fives, held at 
Mossfield, Oban, on Saturday. Aulay’s A, pictured with publican Aulay Dunn, 
retained the trophy after a 2-1 victory over Tartan Tavern and Aulay’s player 
Donald Campbell also kept the player of the tournament Golden Boot he won 
last year. Beaten semi-finalists were Markie Dan’s B and The Steakhouse. This year 
the tournament, which is organised by Oban Licensed Trade Association, was 
sponsored by Wallace Express. 07_t28whisky01

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
have come together with the 
SFA to offer the opportunity 
for any coaches out there to 
attend one day or both days 
of this exciting weekend of 
personal development.

The course will be running 
over the weekend of 17th 
and 18th July in Inveraray 

at 4pm each day and is free 
of charge.

Special guest coach for 
the weekend SFA Head of 
Youth Development Neil 
Mackintosh will deliver 

Football development
coaching weekend

FOOTBALL
some exciting topics on 
both days, including Level 4 
Youth award sample session, 
goalkeeping training, 4’s to 
7’s transition and pre season 
for youth players.

If you are interested or 
wanting more information 
on this weekend please 
contact SFA/Argyll and 
Bute Football Development 

572194 or 07767 391843 
or by email on martin.rae@
argyll-bute.gov.uk

IT HAS been an eventful 
but sucessful season so 
far for young Connel 
rider John McPhee who is 
quickly making a name for 
himself in the British GP125 
Championship.
The 15-year-old, who races 
with KRP/Bradley Smith 
Racing was fourth in the 
2010 opening round at 
Brands Hatch, his debut with 
the KRP team. 

He is currently joint seventh 
in the championship standings 
and third in the cup series.
And the season looked to be 
getting even better when he 
made pole at Knockhill at the 
weekend. However, because 
of the weather conditions, 
the race was postponed 

SHINTY legend Ronald Ross 
has won plenty of honours 
when playing in Oban but it 
was a former tennis protégé 
of his that took home the 
silverware from this year’s 
West Highland Tennis 
Championships.

Scottish No.12 Keith 
Meisner, from Elgin, 
impressively won the gents 
singles without dropping a 
set, beating St Andrews’ Tim 

The 23-year-old was 
formerly coached by shinty 
star and former Scottish 
junior tennis champion Ross 
when he competed on the 
LTA junior circuit along with 
a young Andy Murray.

The latter stages of the 
tournament held at Atlantis 
Lesiure last week was 
plagued by wet and windy 
conditions but that didn’t 
stop the championships 

Keith wins without dropping a set
from managing to conclude 
the majority of events on 
Sunday.

Despite heavy rain showers 
and gusts of around 40mph on 

took to the court to ensure 
that tournament referee 
Mary McLean only had to 
move the latter stages of 
the Ladies Under-21 singles 
to an extra day on Monday, 
when Stirling University’s 
Aimee Black defeated Jenny 

In the Ladies singles, No.1 
seed Jan Oliphant, from 
Newlands, also failed to drop 
a set, beating Aimee Black in 

title she lost last year.
Several local players also 

competed in the open events 
to test themselves against 
high quality opposition. 
Best local achievement of 
the weekend goes to Willie 

Gemmell, Oban, who 
reached the third round of 
the Men’s singles. 

The 23-year-old saved a 
match point in his second 
round match against Mark 
Gaffney, of St Serfs, before 
clinching victory in a tight 
deciding championship tie-
break 12-10. 

The local events held 
in the run-up to the main 
championship events 
provided an enjoyable mix 
of competitive and social 
tennis for local players of all 
ages and abilities. 

Fourteen-year-old Gregor 
Brydon won the Maureen 
McCulloch Quaich for the 
best young player after 
showing great promise and 
tremendous attitude on court 
during the week.

The tournament committee 
would like to thank Atlantis 
Leisure, the many local 

businesses and Argyll and 
Bute Council for their 
continued support of the 
championships.

Results
MacArthur Stewart Gents 

Championship Singles Winner: 
Keith Meisner, Runner Up: Tim 
Weir. R.A. Clement Associates 
Ladies Championship Singles 
Winner: Jan Oliphant, Runner 
Up: Aimee Black. Argyll Kitchen 
Design Gents Championship 
U21 Singles Winner: Jack 
Paterson, Runner Up: Robert 
Price Mathesons Furnishings 
Gents Championship Doubles 
Winners: Keith Meisner & Tim 
Weir, Runners Up: Mike Cohen & 
Robert Dalgetty. The Jean Shop 
Ladies Championship Doubles 
Winners: Christine Lockhart & 
Jan Oliphant, Runners Up: Jenny 
Morgan & Casey

Rogovin. DM McKinnon 
Solicitors Oban Gents Singles 
Winner: Stuart Fraser, Runner Up: 
Willie Gemmell. DM MacKinnon 
Solicitors Oban Gents Doubles 

Winners: Stuart Fraser & Willie 
Gemmell, Runners Up: Andrew 
Barrington & Kevin Keen.

Scottish Sea Farms Gents 
Handicap Singles Winner: Kenny 
Drummond, Runner Up: Willie 
Gemmell. Gents Handicap Singles 
Plate Competition Winner: 
Gregor Brydon, Runner Up: Iain 
Croarkin. Anderson Banks Mix 
& Match Competition Winners: 
Gregor Brydon & Danielle 
Cooper.

Anderson Banks Team 
Competition Winners: Azra 
Arshad, Andrew Barrington, 
Susie Hutchison & Kevin Keen. 
Eric Smith World Travel S4-S6 
Singles Winner: Roheel Arshad, 
Runner Up: Gregor Brydon. Eric 
Smith World Travel S1-S3 Singles 
Winner: Stewart Mobey, Runner 
Up: Iain MacFarlane. Eric Smith 
World Travel Indoor Primary 
Mini Tennis Competition Winner: 
Harry Mobey, Runner Up: Alistair 
Murphy. Maureen McCulloch 
Quaich For Best Young Player: 
Gregor Brydon.

The winners and some of the other participants at the West Highland Tennis Week in Oban. 15_t28tennis02

TENNIS

Successful year for 
young Connel rider

MOTORCYCLING
until later in the season.
John said: ‘It has been a 
big surprise, to be honest 
it was a big shock but 
since riding with the team 
KRP, everything has been 
brilliant.’

The Oban High School 
pupil has also provided 
some of the best spectating 
moments of the season so 
far. At Cadwell Park he 
provided the stunt show 
of the weekend as he was 
thrown off the side of the 
bike but continued to hold 
on and keep the bike upright 
as he skated alongside it, 

an astonishing sixth.

FOUR lucky youngsters 
have won the opportunity to 
attend the Rangers Soccer 
School being held in Oban 
on Monday, July 12 and 
Tuesday, July 13.
The winners are: 

Alexander Galbraith, Oban; 
Angus Mactaggart, North 
Connel; James MacDonald, 
Oban; Lewis Cameron, 
Inveraray. All winners have 
been contacted by Rangers 
Soccer School. 
A limited number of 

places at the Oban event 
are still available. Contact 
0871 7201972 or email 
soccerschools@rangers.
co.uk

Aulay’s win Whisky Fives ARGYLL and Bute council 
have announced their 
Children’s Summer Football 
Coaching Programme. New 
courses for the Summer 
include Mini Kickers (3-4yr 
olds), Development Centre 
(9-14yrs) and Specialised 
Goalkeeping Courses. These 
courses are going to be 
running all over Argyll and 
Bute during the Summer 
Holidays.

For further information 
regarding any of the courses 
or to request a form please 
contact football@argyll-
bute.gov.uk or contact 

Martin Rae on 01631 
572194.

Summer coaching

ETIVE Vikings held their end-of-season barbecue, 
celebrating a good season, in which the P6/7 team was 
unbeaten. The new club has been well supported by Bruce 
and Neill architects, Dawson Energy and through a Taynuilt 
Windfarm grant.

Taynuilt butchers and R & S Distribution supplied burgers 
and rolls that helped to make the barbecue night a great 
success – despite the rain.

Trophies were presented for two categories for three age 
classes.  Clubman Trophy: P1-2 Neil McCracken; P3-5 Blair 
McFarlane; P6-7 Daniel Speirs.  Player of the Year: P1-2
Ellis Hunter; P3-5 Ewan Shearer; P6-7 Harvey Ferguson.Etive Vikings trophy winners. 

End of season barbecue for Etive Vikings
RUGBY

LEADING scores from the 
second round of the George 
Smith were: J. MacKinnon 
Jnr 61 - 64 = 125; K. 
Mackie 63 – 64 = 127; D. 
Fraser 62 – 66 = 128.

This weekend sees 
the Championship and 
Handicap Championship 
3rd round on Saturday with 
the fourth round on Sunday. 
The Senior Championship 
second round is also on 
Saturday.

Glencruitten golf
GOLF

BOWMORE Plate: 1 
Alistair MacMillan 88 less 
18 net 70; 2 Jim Rozga 
78 less 6 net 71; 3 Angus 
MacAulay 87 less 14 net 73. 
Css 72. 

John Edgar Memorial 
Trophy: 1 Ruaraidh 
McIntyre; 2 Vaughan P 
Ralph; 3 Paul Graham.

Congratulations to Ruraidh 
McIntyre, who is club 
champion 2010. 

Islay golf
GOLF

OBAN and District Riding 

recently at Dunstaffnage 

competitors.
Organisers were pleased 

to have all classes sponsored 
by different business and 
thanked all sponsors, helpers 

Oban and district club holds annual show
and committee for all their 
help.  Results - Mountain 
and Moorland champion: 
Rebecca Scott - Stoak
Grace; Reserve Champion: 
Ashleigh Kilgour – Daffydd; 
Showing Champion: Yvonne 
Sloss - Anique Paleasi; 
Reserve: Rebecca Scott 

- Stoak Grace; Working 
Hunter champion: Karen 
Miller - Tilly Bud; Reserve: 
Ashley Kilgour – Daffydd.

Overall show supreme 
champion - Yvonne 
Sloss- Anique Paleasi

EQUESTRIAN

OBAN racing driver Susie 
Stoddart limped home in 
15th place in the Norisring, 
Nuremberg in the DTM 
Championship at the 
weekend after damaging her 
Mercedes.

collision her right door was 
damaged causing vibrations 
in the car that affected its 
handling.

MOTOR  RACING

Susie limps home
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